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vote against such a policy; and I shall therefére 
ask for the yeas and: nays upon the bill. 

Mr. EVANS. Itis well, before acting on these 
matters, that we should understand them. Now, 


I should be glad to know what amount is likely | 


to be derived exclusively from-this source? Itis 


proposed to give the contract for five years at the | 


rate of $500,000 a year; thatis, $2,500,000 for the 
five years. Ido not suppose that it is possible 
that $50,000 per annum will be returned from the 
postayes; or even say $100,000. 1 do not believe 
that one half that sum will be returned. Then the 
balance, $450,000, is to be paid out of the public 
Treasury, upon a mere scheme,a mere adventure. 
I had occasion a year ago to look into the Post 
Office arrangements, and I found, as the result, 
that we already pay for transportation by steam- 
boats, by mail steamers, an average cost of twenty 
cents a mile, and these ocean steamers cost $2 50 
a mile. Now, sir, instead of reducing the expense, 
this enormous expense, which draws already 
$2,000,000 from the Treasury, you are going to 
add to it; and here our own people at an expense 
of fifteen or twenty cents a mile cannot get post 
office accommodation, when you are giving §2 50 
a mile in order to transport empty mails across 
the Pacific. f 

Mr. GWIN. Inthe first instance, I will in- 
form the Senator that this service is not to exceed 
$500,000 a year. lt is open to competition, and 
it is to be given to the lowest bidder. In the 
second place, the Senator is greatly mistaken in 
regard to the amount of postage. The amount 


coming from the Sandwich Islands alone, will be | 
“We have five hundred whale | 


equal to that sum. 
ships, and thousands of American citizens whose 
correspondence is now allsubjectto chance. There 
is no village in the United States, with three hun- 
dred people, but has a post office; and you have 


on the ocean tens of thousands of American citi- |! 


zens carrying on the commerce of the country 
and increasing its wealth, without having. mail 
facilities. I undertake to say, that the postages 
on the route will be vastly above the amount 
stated by the Senator. 
Asia, China, and British India, and the rest of the 
world, will pass over this line. We shall soon 
have a telegraphic communication with San Fran- 
cisco; and in that way the whole communication 
from the continent of Asia, on the Pacific coast, 
will pass over this line to Europe and other sec- 
tions of the world. 
own mind, that in a very short time the postages 
will pay the expense of the route. 

Mr. EVANS. [desire merely to say that, upon 
reference to the Post Office returns, it will be found 
that all the postage derived from California does 
not amount to $100,000. 

Mr. GWIN. Why, sir, [have a distinct rec- 
ollection that it amounted to $400,000 four years 


ago. 

°Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, 1 will vote 
against this proposition. Indeed, I have never 
reconciled it to my notions of right to establish 
these ocean steamersat all, as mere mail steamers. 
W herever there is commerce, there will be com- 
munication; and 1 am willing to authorize the 
Postmaster General to make his contracts, and 
establish his routes; let him employ mail service 


thereashedoes elsewhere. Butas to paying these | 


extraordinary sums to have the mail carried be- 
tween particular points, I am getting tired of it. 
We are now paying, I believe, about $2,250,000 
a year for ocean steamers out of the port of New 
York alone. For- steamers from the port of New 
Orleans, the great commercial emporium of the 
South, we are paying but $75,000 a year, and it 
is positively true to-day, that between the great 
commercial cities of the West—Pittsburg, Lovis- 
ville, St. Louis, and Cincinnati—and ‘the great 
commercial city of the South, New Orleans, you 
have no mail connection at all, but the mail is 
trusted to the mere hazards of the hour. Though 
your Postmaster General has authority to make 
a contract for that service, he never has done it; 
and the southern and western members have been 
wholly unable to urge him into making it. 


7 


The intercourse between j 


l have very little doubt in my | 
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When such facilities are denied the people 
| whom i represent here, { will not vote to appro- 
| priate these extraordinary sums to carry foreign 
mails, Why, sir, itis buta day or two since Í 
applied to the Post Office Department for the es- 
tablishment of a little pest office in Mississippi, 


ern gentlemen, whether these heavy sums are to 
be drawn from the national Treasury to establish 


: cities on the Atlantic and Pacific sea-board, when 
| wé can get nove of the ordinary facilities within 
| our own limits? Thereare no ‘ess than fifty post 
| offices on the Mississippi river, between the city 


day, and we can get no appropriation made to 


to approach it from the interior. 
' everglades, barriers which cannot be overcome 


accommodation of the people who live there. And 
whatis their commerce? What is the value of 


millions of dollars. 

Sir, whenever justice is done to the section of 
country whence I come I may look with a little 
more liberal eye on these schemes for carrying the 
mail to Shanghai and Hong Kong, and all over 
creation. But I love the people near to my door 
better than I do the people in China, or Japan, or 
anywhere else. I would rather hear from them; 
! 1 would rather they should hear from me; and I 
wish to give them the mail facilities necessary to 
keep up that neighborhood which should exist all 
over our Union. I know.very little of this par- 
ticular project, but I know that a great many of 


know very well that several lines which run out 
of New York—and especially one that has been 
urged on us from year to year-—had nothing to 


intended for other purposes. Í say nothing about 


this particular scheme. 


section from which {Í come. 
Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, in answer to the 


southern section of the Union. 

Mr. BROWN, 1 will say to my friend from 
Texas that I understand that perfectly well; but 
suppose I came here with a proposition to appro- 
priate $500,000 out of the National Treasury to 
carry the mail from Pittsburg to New Orleans, 
would it get any support? 

Mr. RUSK. If the Senator should convince me 
that it wasa matter of as much importance to the 
country generally as this, he would. get my vote 
for it. 


| not sufficient, and I am in favor of taking money 
out of the Treasury to increase them. Tam will- 
ing to take money from the Treasury to support 


would be hut a short time. | must say, however, 
that this bill willnot make any difference in the 
mail facilities of the southern or northern section 
of the country; if we pass the bill it will not di- 
minish them, and if we reject the bill it will not 
increase them. That objection, therefore, falls to 
the ground. 

Well,sir, 


we have a State on the Pacific ecean, 


| mails between foreign points: and commercial | 


of Louisville and the city of New Orleans, which į 
are almost entirely destitute of mail facilities to- į 


have the mail carried upon that great river. Gen- | 
tlemen who are familiar with the topography of |; 
that country, know that it is utterly Impossible i 
Deep swamps, | 


I! by land travel, cut off all mail facilities from the | 
| interior; and such is the niggardly conduct of the | 
| Department, that we cannot uige them into the | 
| establishment of a mail on that great river for the | 


the productions of their labor? It amounts to | 
hundreds and hundreds of thousands, and even | 


these schemes are but handmaids at last, to en- į 
courage commerce between particular points. [| 


do particularly with carrying the mail, but were ; 


lt may be allright; very | 
likely itis; but I cannot vote for propositions of i 
this kind while common: justice is denied to the i 


argument of the honorable Senator from Missis- | 
sippi, I will say that if this bill passes it will not į 
diminish a single iota of the mail facilities of the ; 


We do appropriate a large amount every | 
year for mail services on the southern and west- | 
ern waters; I admit the mail facilities there are | 


į 
| 
| the great line to which he has referred, until it į 
| shall be able to pay its own expenses, which } 
| 
i 


and while I ask justice for the State that F represent: 
Lam disposed to do justice:to. our far off sister on’ 
the Pacific. It is. true that,:-fromi-hersitiiatiovand: 
remote condition, California has demanded large: 
appropriations from:the Treasury dn: hervbegin=" 
ning, but, at the same time, the industry of her: 
citizens, and the productions of: her soil have 
i made large returns to the Treasury of the United 
States, und have-added vastly. to the prosperity. of. 
| the United States in general. By her acquisition: 
| we opened to our. commerce the whole: Pacific 
ocean. Wehave now obtainedthe right of trade 
with the ports of Japan. We havealso a commer- 
cial treaty with China. Is it then a matter of no | 
importance with us, in a- national. point-of-view, 
to secure this trade, or to do. what is proper, and- 
i| right to acquire a trade which has been sought 
after by all the commercial worid, and has contrib- 
i| uted largely to the wealth and strength of every 
i! nation that has enjoyed it? | : : vy 
| © Why, sir, there is no State in the Union that 
| has less mail facilities than California, though E 
i| believe it costs much:to furnish them.” She has 
| only twenty-six mails a -year—one every. two 
| weeks. siioni 

4 Mr.GWIN. From all the word. o 0 oo cscs 
Mr. RUSK. This, sir, is treated asia kind of 
‘| gratuity to California, as an experiment, and, it 
is said that no returns, in the. way of postrge, 
will come from it. Now, sir, we have a number 
of hardy seamen in the Pacific ocean; we have 
‘i whalers and merchantmen there. If there is any. 
i one class to whom we are indebted, perhaps 
above any other, for national prosperity and the 
means of defending ourselves upon the high seag, : 
the only point of danger, it is to the hardy fisher-.; 
men, the hardy seamen of the country. 1 speak 
this disinterestedly, for | come from the far South, - 
where we have none of them. . Sir, | would vote: 
liberally to promote any scheme that should. ens: 
courage their operations, and increase their num: 
ber, for we draw. a large portion. of our prosperity 
from their hardy enterprise and industry... The, 
| more you increase ships and-seamen, the more 
you reduce freight, and thus confer a great benefit - 
Particularly am I. 


il 


| 
it 


A 


| 
i 
f 
| 
| 


i 
i| on the cotton growing States. 
|| inclined to do this when we have a full and overe 
i| fowing Treasury, when the ports of the whole 
i| East are open to us, and when efforts are being 
made to connect the Atlantic with the Pacific by 
bonds of iron. I know that the idea of having: 
a railroad to the Pacific is regarded by many as 
visionary, but Į predict here, in my place, that: 
twelve years will not pass over until we shall have 
a railroad from here to the Pacific. Is, it nots’ 
then, an object worthy of consideration for us'to 
avail ourselves of this vast ocean, and. the com- 
merce of. these countries which , has ‘enriched’ 
every nation which obtained it? Js it a matter 
of no importance to us to obtain the command of 
that commerce? Is itan enormous sum to expend 
$2,500,000 in five years for an object of auch 
national importance? Open this commerce and 
its benefits will be felt by every State in the Union, 
| especially the cotton.growirg States of the South, 
The statement of the honorable. Senator from 
‘| California, who has a better means of knowledge 
on the subject than | have, is, that $50,000 of post- 
ages will be received from the Sandwich Islands 
alone. I have no doubt of it, and-f believe, too, 
that the Chinese will contribute a large amount 
in postages. There are many Chinese in Cali- 
fornia. : 

Mr. GWIN. Forty thousand of them. | 

Mr. RUSK. And do they not write? : 

Mr. GWIN.. They are nearly always writing 
letters. They are the greatest letter-writers in the 
country. 

Mr. RUSK. Well, sir, I am told they make 
very excellent citizens, and ¢hey are constantly 
coming into California now with the present means 
of communication which. they have. If these 
| steamships are established, a great many more of 
ii them will come, and of course the correspondence 
will increase in the same ratio.” I have not made 
calculations, but it is reasonable to suppose thata 
i} considerable revenue will accrue from tagt source. 
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Iecis-not.onthat.ground merely that-I. maintain 
the bills. It.is because it provides for the exten- 
sion of our commerce in an. important quarter of 
the world.” It encourages that commerce, it will 
havea beneficial effect on it, and, in my judg- 
wient,'a beneficial effect on the national interests 
of the country; and F doubt not the: duties. col- 
Jeetedon the goods imported by the line, if estab- 
lished, willnot-only defray the expenses, but be 
asource of Jarge profits to the Treasury. We 
have ‘incurred great expense. to open. this com- 
merce.’ “Will.you take no steps to. encourage and 
promote it? If we do not secure it, some other 
nation will: -Formy part, sir, Jf regard it as an 
object of great national importance. The more 
commerce: wechave in the Pacific, the. more cer- 
tainly and speedily shall we havea railroad to that 
ocean, a thing so necessary in a national point of 
view. «> . 

Mr. BRODHEAD.: Itis quite evident, I think, 
that we cannot dispose of this bill to-day. We 
have important business to transact in Executive 
session. ~ 

Mr. GWIN. 
ute: : 

Mr. CASS. We all understand the question. 

‘Mr. BRODHEAD. If we can take the votë 
Ihave no objection. ; 

Mr. BROWN, | I desire to say a few words in 
reply to the Senator from Texas. He draws a 
picture of the progress which we have derived as 
a nation from California. .1 certainly have not 
undertaken to depreciate, here or anywhere else, 
from that progress, but the nation is indebted also 
for its prosperity to other sections of the country. 
Louisiana and Mississippi yield something to the 
national revenue. I think they yield very largely 
tothe national prosperity. 

Mr. RUSK. Certainly, nobody denies it. 

Mr. BROWN. And yet I stated the fact in 
the few remarks which I submitted, and which the | 
Senator overlooked entirely, that notwithstanding 
we have been appealing from year to year in favor 
of New Orleans. as the great outlet of southern 
trade, we have only been enabled to get one little 
line established there atacost of $75,000. I think 
that that. section of the country, whilst I do not 
mean to depreciate the claims which yonr State, 
sir, has upon the Union, (Mr. WerLer being in 
the chair,) may fairly set up some claim, not only 
on account of its age, but on account of its prod- 
ucts. You give'to that country no interior fàcil- 
ities; you give to it no ocean facilities. Notwith- 
standing the fact, which is perfectly well known 
to every man who has at all investigated the sub- 
ject, thatthe news from the country to which you 
now propose to send a mail could be brought to 
New Orleans and disseminated through the coun- 
try more rapidly than itcan be carried to New York 
and there disseminated, yet you pay $1,000,000 a 
year, and, I believe, something more, to carry it 
to New York, instead of having it brought into the 
port of New Orleans, 

Mr. RUSK. The same contract goes to New 
Orleans. 

Mr. BROWN. Lunderstand it is not the same 
contract. ` There is a line of steamers going from 
New Orleans to Vera Cruz. Whether there is any 
other line of steamers going there except the coast- 
wise line, I do notknow. Butthatis notthe point 
that I propose to make. 
to’ answer the proposition that I laid down, that 
while we were paying, I care not whether it be 
from the Post Office or from the National Treasury, 
millions.on millions of dollars to carry the mail to 
foreign countries, we are denying mail facilities to 
our own people. What matters it to us whether 
it comes out of the Post Office fund or out of the 
national fund. When there is a deficit in the | 
Post Office fund, you make it up out of the National 


I think. we can vote in a min- 


Treasury; so that that argument falls to the ground. | 


It amounts, it strikes me, to scarcely anything 


except this, that when you make an appropriation |; 
from the National Treasury for a specific object, || 


it is infinitely more objectionable than when you 
make it to the general fund of the Post Office De- 
partment. When there is a deficiency in the Post 


Office Department, you supply it by a general ap- | 


priation of two, two and 4 half, or three millions | 
of dollars, and when you come to divide the 
money, the great West and Southwest are told it 
has all been divided somewhere else, and there is | 
nothing left forthera. i 


Why, sir, I have been told a hundred times,.! 


I expected the Senator || 


| 


| and, I.dare say, my friend from Texas has. been 


told quite as often, if not by the head of the Post 
Office Department, at: least by tis subordinates, 
how much our respective States pay into the Post 
Office Department; how much revenue is derived 
from postages within the limits of our respective 
States; and, like keeping a merchant's books, if 
we had overdrawn the amount a little they were 
disposed to shut down on us; and right in the face 
of this we are asked to vote millions of dollars, 
first for one scheme and then for another. 

} do not feel that ‘my friend from Texas has at 
all answered the position which I took, that we 
ought to open up the communication among our- 
selves, and keep up that sort of good neighbor- 
hood between the Kast and the West, the North 


‘and the South, which the Post Office Department | 
| was established to keep up, before we burden it 


down with these heavy appropriations; for, after 
all, though you may take this money, in point of 
fact, out of the National Treasury, yet, in the 
general summing up, it is charged to the Post 
Office account. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The remarks made 
by my friend from Mississippi make it neces- 
sary for me to state the reasons why l shall not 
vote with him on this proposition, ‘That Senator 
and myself have a common interest in the great 
mail facilities to which he has alluded—I mean the 
facilities upon the Mississippi river and its tribu- 
taries. Ifi understand his position, his objection 
to the proposition now before the Senate is not 
so much upon the score of want of merit in the 
proposition itself, as upon the injustice done to the 
section of the country which he and I and others 
represent. My friend is right in many of his con- 
clusions in regard to this question; but he is not 
exactly right, Í think, in all of them. 

The proposition before the Senate is to authorize 
the Postmaster General to contract for carrying 
the mail between San Francisco and Shanghai, at 
a sum not exceeding $500,000 per annum, My 
friend says that he is not prepared to go for this 
until some justice is done to his constituents and 
to mine. Now, he will allow me to say that that 
justice has exactly been done, not by the Post 
Office Department, but by the Senate; and the 
Senate is called upon now to direct or authorize 
the Postmaster General to: do this thing. Two 
years ago the Senate directed the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to do the very thing which he has not done— 
the very thing of which my friend complains; ard 
the honorable Senator from Texas, and almost 
every Senator upon this floor, voted with us. The 


Senators from Arkansas, Tennessee, and Missis- |) 


sippi were particularly interested in the establish- 
ment of mail facilities between Louisville and 


| New Orleans, and St. Louis and New Orleans, 


and Memphis and New Orleans; and we passed 
a bill for the purpose over the direct and positive 
rejection. of the then Postmaster General under 
Mr. Fillmore. 


mail communication between those points—a very 
similar thing to that which we are now asked to 
do. Why that has not been done is another ques- 
tion. 

The Senate has done its duty. We have 
directed the Postmaster General to perform this 
service; he has failed to doit; but thatis no reason 


why we should not instruct him now to establish | 


a line between San Francisco and Shanghai. If 
we have failed to get what the law entitles us to 
receive, that Department is responsible to us and 
the country; and I am in favor of holding it to its 
responsibility; but I am not willing, because it has 


done injustice to me and my constituents, to do | 


injustice to any other portion of the country. 
_Mr. BROWN. I will show my friend the dis- 
tinction in the two cases, 


lishing the mail on the western waters you made 


' no appropriation out of the National Treasury to 
pay theexpense; you charged it upon the revenues | 


of the Post Office Department, and it was made an 
excuse for not establishing it that they had not 
money to pay for it, Now, if you make this a 
charge upon the Post Office revenues also, you 
deprive the Department of the argument which 
they used in our case, or else force them to show 
that they act in reference to this transaction in a 
manner different from that in which they acted in 
reference to the other. But you make a very 
wide difference when you throw the Department 


t-on Its resources to carry one mail, and appropriate 


After he refused to do it, the Sen- | 
ate passed a bill directing him to establish a daily | 


In the case of estab- | 


H 
| 
H 
Í 


| i 
i 


i . 
out of the -national Treasury. to carry, another 


mail. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. My friend is mis- 
taken again. The law directing the establishment 
of the mail service between Louisville, St. Louis, 
and New Orleans, was not only passed, but the 
contract was actually made for a sum exceeding 
$400,090 with Glover & Co.; and the difficulty 
was that when Glover & Co. came to execute the 
contract, the Postmaster General: required that 
they should carry no freight at all upon their boats;: 
that there should not be a barrel of flour upon 
them. Upon that mere pretext he repudiated the 
contract; and in that way we lost our mail ser- 
vice. The authority was specific, perfect, com- 
plete, and direct to the Postmaster General; and 
the contract was made‘by the Postmaster General 
under the administration of Mr. Fillmore; but the 
present Postmaster General came in and repudi- 
ated that contract. 

Mr. BROWN. My friend seems not to under- 
stand my point. The payment for that service 
was to be made out of the revenues of the Post 
Office Department- the accruing revenues—but 
not out of an appropriation inthe National Treas- 
ury. I understand the Postmaster General to 
have taken the ground that he could not let out a 
contract there. [do not think the ground well 


| taken; but he seems to think that there is some- 
i thing in it which will prevent him from letting out 


a contract because he could not get the money 
from the revenues of the Department to pay for it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 think my friend 
is wholly mistaken about this question. It has 
been a source of very great interest to me. I have 
watched it with great care, because I am more 
directly interested in it, perhaps, than any other 
Senator, living, as I do, at Memphis, the point of 
distribution for all these places. The difficulty is 
not as to. whether the money should come out of 
the fund of the Department or the general Treas- 


| ury. That was not the question; because the 


contract was made, and the money was to be paid 
out of the Post Office Department, if they had it, 
or, if not, of course it came out of the National 
Treasury. But {will say to my friend from Mis- 
sissippi, that his objection does not apply; be- 
cayse, if he will examine the proposals now being 
published every day in the newspapers, he will 


| find that the present Postmaster General has ad- 


vertised over again for these very contracts. Then 
that objection does notapply. The simple ques- 
tion is this: for some cause or other, we know not 
what, the Postmaster General chose to deny to 
Glover & Co. the execution of the contract, and 
is now offering proposals for the execution of a 
law passed by the Congress of the United States. 
If we get it, it is all right; if we do not, it is our. 
misfortune. 

The point, then, which I make, is, that we ought 
not to deny to any-other portion of the. country 
the benefits and the privileges which we have en- 
joyed, at least, at the hands of Congress. If the 
Postmaster General does not choose to establish 
this line, he certainly has the right to refuse, ac- 
cording to precedent; for he has refused to estab- 
lish ours. I shall vote for the bill, because I 
regard it as a matter of great national importance 
to encourage commerce between these great and 
important points. As for the revenues that may 
result from it, I shall not inquire into them. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, this bill was 
only reported on the 22d day of the present month. 
Many bills quite equal in importance were re- 
pored long ago, but have not yet been brought 

efore the Senate. As thisis oneon which I have 
not positively made up my mind, and as I should 
like to consider it a little further, 1 move that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. GWIN. | I hope not. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I regret very 
much to delay the action of the’Senate on the bill; 
but, after what has been said by other Senators, | 
cannot refrain from making a few observations. 
I have voted, hitherto, against the establishment 
of all these lines on the Atlantic ocean, or rather, 
i should say, against establishing them by the 
money of the General Government. I believed 
that our commerce on the Atlantic was capable of 
sustaining itself. I did not believe it required 
such an immense appropriation as the ocean mail 
steamers have cost, to carry iton. ‘I do notthinks 
howevef, that that is the situation of our Pacific 
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coast. I believe that it is necessary to open chan- 
nels of commerce between our Pacific coast and 


the opposite shores of that ocean. I believe that 


the obtaining of that commerce is of sufficient na- 
tional importance to justify a vote in favor of the 
measure now proposed. Itis on that ground that 
I support it; and [ present this view as a defense 
to my own constituents for my action. 

But, sir, it is said that this measure will have a 
bad effect upon the mail facilities in my portion 
of the Union. ł do not believe it will have any 
effect at all upon them; but if it has any, lam 
satisfied the effect will be as likely to be beneficial 
as to be injurious. I consider that we have already 
arrived at an exceedingly unfortunate position in 
regard to postal facilities, because the mail revenue 
does not equal. the expenditure; and yet, in the 
opinion of some, it is not so far below it as to call 
for action at the hands of Congress to remove us 
from the point at which we have arrived; and 
Congress has refused to act. ; 

1 think the postage on letters should be in- 
creased. I believe the revenue should be increased 
by the action of Congress in some such way as 
that. I think we are now carrying letters at too 
low a rate, and certainly at the expense of what 
has always hitherto been a fixed policy of the 
General Government. In view of these facts, I 
have no objection to moving forward. If we move 
forward, and yield the facilities to which the in- 
terests of the country elsewhere are entitled, it is 
to be hoped that it will preduce agood effect upon 
our legislation in regard to postage facilities. 

We shall be called upon to take some step, and 
no step can be taken that will not be for the ben- 
efit of the people among whom I happen to live. 
They, sir, covering a wide extent of country, are 
now suffering very much. I do not think this 
measure will be of any disadvantage to them. In 
the first place, it takes nothing from the actual 
postal revenue which is received,and yet it points 
the public eye directly to the great difference that 
exists between the actual revenue and the cost of 
transportation. At the same time it does not ap- 
peal to the postage revenue for its support, but goes 
to the Treasury. When you turn the public 
attention to the fact that the postage system, con- 
trary to what has-hitherto been the fixed policy 
of the country, is not supporting itself, but that it 
is becoming a charge upon the public Treasury, 
we shall either recur to the original policy, or 
abandon it altogether. 
make the Post Office Department support itself; 
and if that is done, it will be followed by an 
abridgment, and a very great abridgment, of all 


these foreign mail facilities; and it will be followed | 


by what, it seems to me, is evidently absolutely 
necessary, that is, an increase of postage, which 
has been recommended by the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Government. 

We who live at extreme distances, and contrib- 


ute largely to the postage revenues, have no credit | 


for those contributions. A large amount of post- 
age is actually paid by us for which we receive 
no credit. How is this? When a farmer or 
planter in my State writes to a merchant in one of 
the eastern cities—New York, for instance—the 


| open to us on- the Pacific, ready for us to take | 
I| possession of, a trade for the purpose of obtain- 


If we recur to it, we shall i 


} 


ing which we have already spent millions of dol- 
lars. 


our people on the Pacific. Here is an important 


channel of commerce. They cannot of themselves +, 


If we do || and South Alabama have no inter-communication 
i 
i 
i 


go on and encourage the increase of it. 
not come to their aid, they will make no progress 
in this respect. 
our Pacific brethren, particularly when it is not 
to be a charge upon the postal revenues, and will 
not therefore interfere with the mail facilities of 
either section of the Union? What will be the 
consequence of our standing still in this matter? 
Why, the old system will go on. That is a sys- 
tem which I wish to see broken down. I wish to 
see the whole policy of making mail facilities de- 
pend on the postal revenue abandoned. I think 
it works unjustly to my section. 

f look upon this as entirely different from the 
mail facilities which we have encourged and se- 
cured by the contracts upon the Atlantic ocean, 
and therefore I shall record my vote in favor of 
the proposition to establish this mail line from our 
western possessions on the Pacific to the Asiatic 
continent. I think it is justifiable on other 
grounds, but I will not detain the Senate by going 
into them, 

Mr. BROWN. I offer. the following amend- 
ment: : 

Sec. — And he it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be required to establish a daily mail from Cincin- 
nati and St. Louis to New Orleans, and that he be author- 
ized to draw upon the United States Treasury for such 
amount, over and above the accruing revenues on said 
route, as will pay the expenses of transporting said mail: 
Provided, Said sum shall not exceed $500,000. 

Mr. GWIN. I submit the question whether | 
that amendment is in order.’ It isan entirely new | 
proposition which does not at all pertain to the 

ill before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER.) | 
The Chair thinks that that is not a point of order, 
put a question of propriety for the Senate tò de- 
cide. 

Mr. BROWN. The bill certainly relates to the 
transportation of the mail. 
portation be by ocean or river does not make any 
difference. | 

Mr. GWIN. The title of the bill which it is | 
proposed to pass is ‘“ A. bill to establish a line of 
steam mail ships between San Francisco, in Cali- || 
fornia, and Shanghai, in China, touching at the |: 
Sandwich Islands and Japan.” This amendment 
does not relate ta that subject. 

Mr. BROWN. I can move to amend the title 
hereafter, by adding ‘‘and for other purposes.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is compe- 
tent for the Senate, of course, to change the title. 

Mr. GWIN. {am in favor of the proposition 
contained in the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi, but I am entirely opposed to encum- 
bering this bill with it. Itcan come up and be 
acted upon separately. 

Mr. RUSK. I wish to suggest to the Senator 
from Mississippi that there is a daily mail be- 
tween Cincinnati and Louisville. 


i 
| 


We have given very few mail facilities to |! 


Shall we then refuse this boon to |i 


Whether that trans- jj 
| 


| cannot now be read a third time: 


I were to remain silent. when.others:are.com- 
plaining, I might expose myself to the reproach: 
at home, of having ‘been silent, and’ therefore’ 
admitting, by my silence, that I- had no objectio 
to make. As for my own State, I can‘say; what 
my colleague. knows to be the fact, that. North: 


| whatever by mail, except: with a:-pair'of saddlex 
bags and a.pony.: The two extremes of our State 
jare as widely separated as New York. and Hunts- 
ville. Yet, sir, when our delegation in a body: 
waited upon the Postmaster General, and com- 
plained of these things, the invariable answer 
was, that the. Department was. now ‘upon the 
Treasury, and that it could. not extend those fa- 
| cilities unless we furnished the means... Under 
i these circumstances, I should. be doing injustice 
ito my own section of country if I were.to vote 
for this proposition. i PARES 
| The amendment was rejected. Recalls 
The bill was reported to the Senate without. 
; amendment; and, on the question of ordering itto 
[be engrossed for a third reading, Mr. BROWN.: 
| called for the yeas and nays; which were ór- 
dered; and being taken, resulted—yeas,20, nays 
19; as follows: ase N 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Brodhead, Cass, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Douglas, Fessenden, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, 
James, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, 


| Rockwell, Rusk, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Wade, and Wen- 


er—Q0. x 
| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison,- Bayard, Bright; 
Brown, Chase, Clay, Dodge of Towa, Evans, Fitzpatrick, 
| Geyer, Gillette, Hunter, Mallory, Mason, Pettit, Shields, 
Sumner, and Williams—19. 5 
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. oe 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
now have its third reading, if there be no ohjec- 
tion. : 
| Mr. BAYARD. If Thave the right I object to 
| its third reading now. The vote wasa small one, 
‘and I should prefer to-have the final vote takèn in 
ia fuller Senate, ` ` ee 
Mr. GWIN. Does the Senator now object to 


| the passage of the bill? f 


Mr. BAYARD. Ido. I mean to ask'for the 
yeas and nays on its passage when the Senate is 


' fuller. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Sénator 
from Delaware objecte: and, therefore, ‘the bill 
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WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was ; 
Ordered, That Maurice Powers have leave to withdraw 


| his petition and papers. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. , 
A message was received from the House-of 


| Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
; nouncing that the Speaker had signed the follow- 
| ing enrolled bills and joint resolution: 


An act for the relief of Joseph Jeffries and Jere- 


i miah M. Smith; 


An act for the relief of Ira Day, of Vermonts 
A Joint resolution directing the connection of 


‘the public surveys in Alabama, with the boundary 


line between the States of Alabama and Florida; 


i and 


Mr. BROWN. Iwas notaware of that; and, | 
therefore, 1 will modify my amendment so as to 
provide for a daily mail from Louisville, and St. 
! Louis, and New Orleans. 

Mr. CLAY. I have no idea of abusing the 
patience of the Senate by making a speech at this 
| time of the day, but [ wish to say a few words in 


An act to enable the President of the United 
States to fulfill the third article of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and the Mexican Repub- 
: lic, of the 30th December, 1853, as amended by 
i the Senate of the United States. bing 
Which were then signed by the President pro 
| tempore. 


merchant charges my constituent with the postage 
he pays on the correspondence, but the credit is | 
given to the place where the eastern merchant | 
lives. In this way, although we of the West 
really pay a very heavy amount of postage anna- || 
ally, the eastern States get credit for it, and a | 
charge is then brought against us that we do not 
pay sufficient revenue to entitle us to the mail | 


facilities which we enjoy. fs this just? No sir, 
it is injustice of the deepest dye. It prevents us 
from getting that to which we are fairly entitled, 
and it is time something was done to remedy this 
evil. 


Now, sir, I am desirous to see the attention of | 
both branches of Congress drawn directly to the | 
recommendations of the Department, and to the |; 
burdens under which we labor. I hope that when | 


Congress fully considers the matter, favorable ac- 


tion will be had in increasing the rates of letter || 


postage, and thus increasing the postal revenue. 
If this be done, we in my section shall see what 
will be its effect upon us. 


beneficial effect. I think by that means we shall 


be relieved from many of the difficulties under |! 


which we labor at present. 
Sir, look at our position in reference to the ob- 


ect ito be accomplished by this bill. There is i| were not to prefer her complaints at this time, if 


i that there is no State of the Union to which I 


I think it will have a | 


order to justify myself to my friends from Cali- 
fornia, [Messrs. WELLER and Gwin,] and my 
constituents, for the vote I shall give. I can say, 


would extend favors more cordially and gladly than 
to the State of California. I have many reasons 


But, sir, the argument of my friend from Texas 
did not meet the objection of the Senater from 
Mississippi. He says that if you make this ap- |, 
propriation, it will not diminish the mail facilities | 
now enjoyed by the State of Mississippi. I grant 
it; but I ask whether it will not prevent the in- | 
crease of those facilities? Other Senators from | 
southern States have complained of the difficul- f 

| 
| 


cause of complant than my own State; and if 1 


, business; 


RATES OF POSTAGE. 
The message also announced that the House 


! had passed a bill further to amend an act entitled 


‘* An act to reduce and modify the rates of postage 


in the United States, and for other purposes,’ 


2 | passed March 3, 1851. 

for that feeling, which I need not declare. i! 
{i 
i 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. l 
On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the Senate 


| again proceeded to the consideration of Executive 


and, after some time spent therein, the 


: doors were reopened, and 


The Senate adjourned. . 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.. 
Tuourspay, June 29, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. : z 
TheJournalof yesterday wasread and approved. 


THE CONGRESSI 


BLE 


J 


ER laid before the House a com- 
ication from the Department of the Interior, | 
transmitting, in reply to résolution of the House, 
joformation in regard to edtting and carrying away 
timber by trespassers on the public lands; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


EFFICIENCY OF THE-UNITED STATES ARMY. Hi 


“Mr. FAULKNER, I ask the! indulgence’ of | 


the House; not for any personal explaiiation, but; 


för a brief oficial explanation from the Committee 


on Military Affairs, which is due aliké to this | 


Body andthe coubtry. i 
“Mr. WASABURNE, of Hlinois. Has the 


morning hour commenced? 


i 


i order for that day? 


and retiring from service those who lave become 
unfit to dischargetheir duties, that are also import- | 
ant, arid demaiid the consideration of Congress. — ! 
“The SPEAKER. Does: the gentleman from | 
į 

| 


ii 


Virginia. propose to’ make these bills the special | 


“Mr. FAULKNER. For that day, and until 
they are-disposed of. ~ i ae $ 
“Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. “I object to any- 
special orders being made at this period -of the 


session. ; 
. PERSONAL EXPLANATION. it 
_ Mt. MACE. Lask the unanimous consent of | 


i ee ; i 
| the [louse to make a personal explanation, due” 


| 

The SPEAKER, It has not. l 
EM JONES, of Tennessee, It had better com- ; 
Mencenow, °” i 

Mr.. WASHBURNE. [ should be happy to | 
hear the gentleman after the expiration of . the 
morning hour. 
“Mr COBB. That is the very time I should 
myself make objection. 
“Mr. FAULKNER. Certainly.’ 
"The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 


ginia asks the unanimous consent of the House for |i 


the purpose of making an explanation in regard to 
the business of the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FAULKNER, It isknown to the House, 


Mr. Speaker, that. the condition of the Army at |} 


this time requires promptand effective legislation, 


H utes. 


|| Mr. WALSH- Lobject. There will bea reply, 


i| planations. 

i Mr. MACE. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection. I will not occupy over three ; 
minutes, | 


to myself and to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. i 
Ricuarnson.] It will not decupy over three min- 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
gentleman from Indiana will be atliberty to make 
his personal explanation. 


and we have had enough of these personal ex- į 


Mr. WALSH. The gentleman from Louis- |! 
i iana, (Mr. Hunz,] informs me that the name ofii 
the gentleman from Indiana has been connected 
with some personal matter, and in common justice 
I must withdraw my objection. 

i Mr. MACE. h seems, from a telegraphic dis- 
patch referred to day before yesterday by ihe 


The President ofthe United States in his message, 
and the Secretary of War in his very able report, 
have earnestly called the attention of Congress to | 
the demands and necessities of this branch of the 
public service. In consequence of the infirm health 
of the distinguished chairman of the Committee on | 
Military Affairs, {Mr. Brssexz,] whose absence | 
from his place here at this time no one has more 
occasion to regret than I have, these recommenda- 
tions, which were matured in-the form of bills, 
have not been pressed on the attention of this 
hody as. their importance and urgent necessity 
demanded. 

Now, | do not propose to ask of this House to 
ix any day for taking up the bill which proposes į 
to. increase the Army by the organization of addi- 
tional regiments; but there are two bills which I 
am now prepared to report, that are, E will say, of 
vital importance tothe efficiency and organization 
of the Army, and ought to be passed at a very | 
early day. 1 shall not, of course, abuse the court: | 
esy which has been so kindly extended to me by 
this House, in explanation of the provisions of 
these bills, further than to say that it is my delib- 
erate conviction, unless some additional induce- 
ments are held out to enlistment, as provided in 
one of these bills, in a very short time we shall have | 
no Army to protect our frontier settlements. 

Small as our Army now is, and inadequate to 
‘all the wants of the country, there is at this time a 
demand for four thousand six hundred recruits, | 
and they cannot be had, because the pay author- | 


ized by law ‘will not induce men to enter your |) 


Army.. Between desertion and the expiration of 
the period of enlistment, we shall, ina very short 
time, be without any Army at all. i 
I desire to have a day fixed by the unanimous | 
‘eonsent of this House to bring up these bills for | 
consideration. I wish them considered before the | 
Army appropriation bill is taken up, which is the | 
first bill now upon the Calendar, after the civiland | 
diplomatic bill is disposed of; and I am satisfied | 
t 

i 

l 

t 


that it will not take two days to dispose of these į 
‘two'bills:to which I refer, and which are deemed | 
by the Department, and by all who understand the 
‘gubject, so essential to the existence and efficiency 
of the Army. i 

I have deemed it my imperative duty to bring | 


this subject to the attention of Congress, and feel i: 


thankful to the House for the courtesy which hus 
-extended to me the opportunity of making this | 
statement; and if there is an omission to discharge 


this high public duty, which the country has a || 


right to demand’ at our hands, the responsibility 
Committee on Military Affairs. Iam ready to 

report these bills at any time; and I propose, if: 
the House will give its consent, to fix upon the H 
5th day of July for taking them up for considera- | 
tion. ‘There are other provisions in these bilis fi 
regulating the pay of the officers of the Army, | 


i| charging that gentleman with anything like fraud 


i guilty ofa misdemeanor, and, on convictien thereof, shit ; 
must rest somewhere, and shall not be upon the {i 
f hundred dollars, 


gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Rienanosoni] and 
| published in the Times newspaper of New ork, 
| that my name is embodied in that dispatch as 
; charging the gentleman from Ilinois with having 
| covertly perpetrated a fraud upon the ELonse and 
i country, in the substitute which he offered to the 
| Nebraska and Kansas bill. I have this to say, 
| that, so far as that dispatch is concerned, and so 
í far as I am personally concerned, Lam responsible 
| for no such charge. | 
| And in addition to that, it gives me great plens- | 
"ure to state that 1 can, with the restof my friends, | 
| bear testimony to the honorable course of the gen- | 
| tleman from ‘Illinois, during the contest on the 


| passage of the Nebraska bill. I am incapable of 


in incorporating provisions in the substitute fgr the 
| Nebraska bill, or any other bill, to deceive this 
| House and the country. 


| RATES OF POSTAGE. 
| The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of bill (No. 406) further to} 
amend the act entitled ** An act to reduce and 
modify the rates of postage in the United States, 
and for other purpeses,’’ passed March 3, 1851. 
Mr. OLDS. 
| to this bill? 
The SPEAKER. ‘To recommit and print. f 
Mr. OLDS. I desire to withdraw the motion i; 
to recommit the bill, for the purpose of moving an j 
l amendment. It will be recollected by the House ! 
that some day towards the latter part of the last H 
| week, a communication appeared in the National 
; Intelligencer raising objections to the bill under |) 


| 
hat motion is pending in regard |} 


i 
i 
j 
H 
il 


I Post Office D 


Hi 


| 
i 


| country? 


| consideration, from the fact that it would be diffi- 

‘cult forthe Postmaster General to supply the it 
| post offices with stamps for the prepayment of |: 
j postage, and suggesting the additional difficulty i 
| that persons would buy up these stamps from the | 
| different postmasters for the purpose of specula- |i 
j tion. : il 
| Now, on consultation with some of the friends |; 
l of the bill, and with the Postmaster General, Iii 
| have prepared an amendment which will meet H 
| every objection of this kind. The amendment is |! 
' to come In at the end of the thirty-eighth’ line as | 
an additional section of the bill. 
| The amendment was read, as follows: H 
i And be it further enacted, That it shall not- be lawful for 
| any postmaster; or other person, to sell auy post office | 
j stamp oF stamped envelope for any Jarger sum than that; 
i indicated on the face of such stamp or envelope. Andany į 
: person who shall violate this provision shall be deemed 


be fined in any sum not tess than ten nor more than five 


Hi 


epartmentand the deputy postmas- 
ters of the country, more perfect than anything of 
the kind that has heretofore existed in this Gov- 
ernment. The accounts ‘between the Post Office 
Department and the deputy postmiasters will be: 
the stamp account. The necessity for your post 
billy; which now accompany your" letters, will 
then be superseded. Each postmaster will be 
‘charged with the stamps which he receives from 
the Post Office Department, and thus the account: 
which he will have to render ‘to the: Department, 
atthe end- of each quarter, will show the amount 
of business done and money received at his office. 

The bill makes a perfect system of accounts, 
which now you cannot have. And | am author- 
ized by the Postmaster General to say, that he 
gees no difficulty in keeping the deputy postmas- 
ters of the country ‘supplied with stamps, so that 
they may be had at all times for the purpose of 
transacting the business of the different post offices 
of the country. He thinks that there is no greater 
difficulty in keeping them supplied with post office 
stamps and stamped envelopes, than there is now 
in keeping them supplied with post bills, as has 
to be done. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I desire to ask the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads this question, What amount 


! does it cost the Government at this time for the 


establishment of distributing pogt offices through. 
the country? And what effect will this bill have 
on these distributing post offices ? i 

Mr. OLDS. fam unable to say precisely the 
number of distributing offices in the country. 

Mr. JONES. Well, what is their percentage? 

Mr. OLDS. The percentage is twelve and a 
half under the new law onall matter which passes 
through the office for distribution. This arises 
in consequence of having to make a new register 
and a new post bill for every letter passing through 
the mail. The moment you pass this bill into a 
law; and adopt this system of keeping account by 
means of stamps, you do away with the necessity 


| of having those post bills, and the necessity of the 


distributing offices of the country. You would 
need separating offices instead of distributing ones. 
lam unable to say what amount of labor or ex- 
pense it willsave You will require two addi- 
tional clerks in the Third Assistant Postmaster 
General’s Office, in order to keep the post offices 


“supplied with stamps; but it would do away with 
| a greater number of clerks in every distributing 


office in the country, : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Do I under- 
stand the gentleman to say that his proposition 
will do away with the distributing offices of the 


Mr. OLDS. I say it will do away with the 


|| necessity of having anything but separating of- 


fices. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
offices can be abolished ? 

Mr. OLDS. Yes. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, That will be a very 
good thing. 

Mr. OLDS. One additional word of explana- 
tion, in order to have the bill well understood, 
and {- will leave the matter in the hands of the 
House. Some individuals seem to suppose that 
this would require every person who would puta 
letter into the post office to havea stamp. That is 
notso. You require the postmaster, when he sends 
the letter from the office, to puta stamp upon it, 
and that will be his account with the Post Office 
Department. The individual who puts the letter 


Then the distributing 


iin the office need not have a stamp, but be pays 
‘i his money to the postmaster justas he now does. 
i There is no further: difficulty in this matter than 


there ig now. An individual can pay the office 


te a 
i| just as he does now, ard the postmaster himself 
i} puts the stamp upon the letter, and that stamp is 


his account with the Department. : 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 1 would suggest 
to the gentleman from Ohio, thatif this-bill should 
become a law, the provision which requires the 
prepayment by stamps ought, at least, to take 
effect at a subsequent day. a 
Mr. OLDS. Lt is so provided.in the bill. That 


provision will not go intoveffect until the first of 


Mr. OLDS.. Perhaps it-is due to the House || January next, in order thai the Postmaster Gen- 


that I should say that the Postmaster General, and 

4 À x H 
those having charge of post office business, are | 
anxious for the passage of this bill. 


It opens up | 


t 


| eral ma 
i) stamps. 


y have time to supply the postoffices with 


Mr. SMITH. -E have had numerous complaints 


anew system ‘of Keeping recounta between the | from my district from postmasters, complaining 


= 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


culty of obtaining stamps in all cases. J ‘think, 
i when itcomes to be generally understood through- 
tout the country that the payment of postage’is to 


out of the twenty-three thousand postmasters of 
the country who are supplied with stamps, and 
who supply other postmasters in the neighbor- 
hood. But the moment you pass this bill into a | 
law, the Postmaster General will make it his busi- | 
ness to see that all the postmasters of the country 
are supplied with stamps. He will go at once |i 
about the business, and put the system into oper- į 
ation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As I understand į 
the bill is not printed, I wish to inquire if it re- 


quires all letters to be prepaid, and prepaid by | 
piamps? li 
Mr. OLDS. It does. 


Mr. JONES. How, then, are you to get along 
in the post offices out in the interior of the coun- | 
try, if their stamps should fail? | 

Mr. OLDS. It is the business of the Post- |i 
master General to keep them supplied, and he | 
will do so. ` at 

Mr. JONES. But there will be times, out in | 
the remote parts of the country, when the post- | 
masters will be out of stamps, and in that case, | 
the people around the office will have no opportu- | 
nity or power to send a letter at all. | 

Mr, OLDS. It is so in regard to the post bills | 

| 
| 
F 
f 
| 


which are now used. 

Mr. JONES. But the postmasters can write a 
post bill and put his name to it. The bills are 
printed and furnished only as a matter of conve- 
nience. No postmaster can make a stamp, but | 
he can write a post bill which will be as valid as 
a printed one. . 

Mr. OLDS. Jt is impossible to adopt any sys- |; 
tem that will not be liable to some objection, at į 
least of as much importance as that presented by | 
the gentleman from Tennessee against this bill. | 
Sir, you cannot make your bread unless you have į 
your flour or meal; and such being the case, every | 

rudent housekeeper will keep a supply on hand. 
Well, if this is indeed the only mode of paying || 
thé postage on letters, the postmasters will be ; 
likely to keep a supply on hand. i 

The Postmaster General can ascertain, at the | 
end of every quarter, from the return of each dep- | 
uty postmaster, how many stamps he has on 
hand; and it will be perfectly easy for him to pro- 
vide a supply in advance. { can see no difficulty 
in the way of always keeping a supply on hand. | 
But if an ofice should sometimes run out of; 
stamps, the inconvenience would be worthy of | 
little consideration, when compared with the great | 
good that will be the result of the adoption of this |) 
system, by which the Pôst Office Department will , 
be able to keep an account with all the deputy | 
postmasters in the country. ` : 

Sir, you have no such system now. i 
take to say, that if your deputy postmasters were | 
to keep back ten per cent. of their receipts, all the į 
clerical force now in the employ of the Depart- l 

i 
] 


$ 
it 
t 
j 


1 under- : 


mentconld notdetectthem. Why, sir, f wastold, | 
at the Post Office Department yesterday, that if || 
p had a building covering the whole of the | 
ost Office square, and you had a clerical force : 
sufficient to occupy the whole’ building, from the | 
basement to the fourth story, it would then be || 
impossible to examine the accounts of the deputy 
postmasters of the country. 
Now, sir, when it is proposed to do away with 
a system so loose as the present, and to substitute 
for ita system so simple and so perfect as that 
which I now propose, Fask if gentlemen are pre- 
pared to refuse the change from so frivolous an 
objection as that? Sir, the Postmaster General 
will take care that the deputy post officesare kept 
supplied. i 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, If the gen- 
tleman from Ohio will allow me, I desire to say a 
single word. I do not know whether this bill! 
proposes ta increase the rates of postage or not. | 
f it does, | should be opposed to it. As to the | 
l 


idea of prepayment in all cases, however, I am | 
decidediy.in favor of it; and I do not see anything | 
in the objection of: my honorable colleague on the | 


|i stamps. 


| be by stamps, they will become an article of uni- 
i versal necessity, and will be Kept in all the stores 


as. well as post offices. 
anything in that objection. f 

if the postmasters should get out of stamps, it 
would be easy to obtain them from the stores. 
They would circulate as freely as dimes or three 
cent pieces; and there could not possibiy be any 
difficulty in reference to the supply. They will 
become an article of universal demand, and there 
cannot be danger of their running out. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My colleague says 
these stamps will come into universal circulation. 
Well, sir, that is another serious objectionto me. 
They will to that extent become a paper currency. 

Mr. STANTON. [beg my colleague’s pardon. 
I did nof‘say that these postage stamps would be- 
come a circulating medium. 1 said they would 
become an article of universal necessity; that they 
would be found in the stores, and that there would 
be no difficulty in reference to there not being a 
supply. ; 

ivir. JON 
into general circulation. 


I do not, therefore, see 


ES. Thenthey will go, tosome extent, 


printed, and I have not had an opportunity to ex- 
amine its provisions—it requires that your post- 
age shall be prepaid; and prepaid in what? In 


lation of the Constitution of the United States, 
which says Congress shall not make anything a 
tender in payment of debts except gold and silver 
coin. 

You have, by law, required the payment of three 
cents as postage on a single letter. Tiere has 
been authorized the coining of a three cent piece 
which to that amount is a legal tender in payment 
of debt from one citizen to another. When a man 
goes to the post office with a letter andthree cents 
in the current coin of the country to pay its post- 
age, your bill says that ‘the three cent piece shall 
not be received in payment of the postage, but that 
it shall be given for a piece of paper which shall 
be received in payment for the postage. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. That paper is in the re- 
ceipt. 

Mr. JONES. You require him to buy the 
paper with your coin, and to give that paper in 
payment of postage. A man may want but one 
of these Stamps. Some may not want to write 
letters very olten, andthe man who would want 
to pay postage on one letter only, would rather 
pay the three cent piece. 

But, as Í said before, if one of these offices 
shoald get out of stamps from negiect or accident, 


or any other cause, and the individual goes there | 
with his letter and money, he cannot procure the |: 


stamp, the only medium by which he can pay the 
postage. It-seems to me that there shouid be pro- 
vision that individuals may, if they choose, pay 
the postage on letters in the current coin of the 
country. 


Mr. SAGE. I would suggest to the chairman 


of the Committee on the Post Office and Post ii 


Roads the propriety of having the bili printed 
I believe that there is a wañt of information among 


many members of the House in reference to its |; 


provisions, who, when they understand them, 
would favor the measure. 
a bill somewhat similar was defeated afew days 
since. 

Mr. OLDS. With the gentleman’s permission, 
I will say that the bill now under consideration 18 
ho more than the fifth section of the substitute for 
House bill No. 330, Wiig the amendment now 
proposed. Gentlemen catf get the substitute by 
sending to the document room for it. 

Mr. SAGE. Iam myself prepared to vote for 
the bill, i think thatit is right; and Í am of opin- 
ion that the objection of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will not operate to the extent to which he 
speaks, This is an important change, and one 
which will result in good to the Department, and 
convenience and benefit to the people. . ł hope it 
may be adapted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
amend by adding the following: 

_ And all the distributing post offices inthe country shall 
be discontinued from the time that this act takes effect.” 

Mri Chairman} do farat I understand the procis- 


I move to 


But, sir, as this bill | 
stands now, as | understand it—it has @ot been Í 


That, in my opinion, is in palpable vio- į 


It is well known that |: 


| ions of the bill which-has been introduced. by the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, I am ‘iticlined ‘to support 
i) it. “I think that the: principle it involves’ is the 
| proper one; and also, that the objection which the 
| honorable member from Tennessee has urged will 
\ be found not to operate it the’ manner he has in- 
ii 


dicated. ‘I think it willbe just as convenient for 
i the. Department to furnish’ all these post offices 
; With the requisite amount of ‘stamps:as itis with 
f the requisite amount of post bills, as- now fur- 
ii nished by the Department. E OAIR U te 
l The amendment which I have sentito the 
| Speaker’s table | desire to see adopted. Every 
i member of this House knows that there is great 
| confusion in the mail service’ throughout the 
| country. F have heard ‘it attributed, in; a greàt - 
i measure, and I believe correctly attributed, to the. 
| distributing post offices, which are established all 
i over the country; not established, in many in- 
stances, where the public interests require that they. 
li should be established, bat established by political 
influences, or by personal favoritism, in order that 
certain points may be favored, and certain poste 
|| masters may get the commissions which’ follow 
i| from the establish ment of these distributing offices. 
For instance, a letter from Washington to my 
own residence, Galena, has to be distributed at 
some two or three points on the'route,asT undér- | 
stand it, and delayed at each of these points: 1 
| can travel from this city tomy own residence, by 
! the ordinary mode of conveyance, from one'to 
three days quicker than letters can go by the mail 
on the same route of travel, for the reason I have 
stated, that these letters have to be distributed at 
various points, ,for instance, I believe at Pitts- * 
burg, perhaps at Toledo, and certainly at Chicago. 
Hence, I say, this thing should be corrected. 
It is the duty of Congress to interpose ‘and 
abolish these distributing offices, which are no 
more or less than nuisances to the mail service: 
i! There was a distributing office at Galena, Illinois, 
which, if there were to be distributing offices in 
the country at all, should have been continued 
as a distributing office, as that city is the great 
center of business and commerce for the whole 
northwestern country. Without any notice, with- 
out any good reason given, and in defiance of pub- 
lie sentiment, and to the vast injury of the ‘mait 
: service for the entire northwest, the distributing 
office was removed from that place, where it 
should be, if anywhere, to another place on the 
| other side of the river—a point that is inconve- , 
| nient and is out of the way—and with no other 
| effect than that of delaying apd deranging mail mat- 
i ter throughout that whole section of the country. 
| I say it is time that Congres should put a stop 
| to this abuse and this delay in the transmissiow 
i of the mails for the purpose of adding to'the com: 
missions of postmasters. F contend: that there is 
no necessity for this distribution of letters between 
; Washington, Chicago, St. Louis, and’ Galena, 
i three great points in the West. They might “be 
' mailed directly to the points where they are to go, 
i without going through all this machinery, and 
| without being subjected to all of these delays. I 
; would call the attention of membets of the House, 
i who have witnessed the operation of this very 
thing, to look to it, and see if we cannot strike ‘a 
blow.at this system which shall end in facilitating 
the mail service, and putting a stopto all the vex- 
| atious delays growing out of the existing ‘state of 
things. : ` ; 
Mr. JONES, of New York. ‘I'am satisfied that 
this whole question of distributing post offices is 
: entirely misunderstood. The system was discon- 
tinued at- the time that I héld the office of post- 
master, some four years ago. I know nothing 
about it since that time; but the custom then was 
to have letters sent direct from here to the furthest 
point. Letters posted fere, and directed to Galena, 
were sent direct from this point to Galena; and: 
that had been so for the last six years. _ 
| With respect to the trouble of not having 
' stamps, I am very confident that no inconvent- 
i ence can arise from that cause. The smaller 
| ofices in the country, when they had exhausted 
i 


i their stock of post bilis, have been always in the 
l habit of giving the mail to the mail carrier to have 
ii brought to the nearest office to be mailed.» All 
i the merchants, storekeepers, and business men of 
i the courttrys-if the prepayment of letters is made 
|| compylsory—will keep. themselves supplied with 
l stampe. : > 
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- Besides, the intention of this law is not that the 
postage shall be paid in specie or in stamps, but 
that the postmaster himself, when the postage is 
paid in specie, shall, instead of stamping the letter 
‘paid, "afix upon it a postage stamp, for which 
the Government has: received its three cents, thus 
rendering it morally, impossible: to defraud the 
Government in the. matter. It should be under- 
stood that post bills, so. far as the Post Office De- 
partment is -concerned, are utterly worthless in 
guarding the Department from fraud. They far- 
nish no. guarantee whatever against its being 
cheated. : But; in this. case of prepayment by 
stamps. being enforced, the Government cannot 
possibly be defrauded. I tow call for the pre- 
vious question... 
. Mr. HAVEN. Lhope the gentleman from New 
York will withdraw his callforthe previous ques- 
tion? Lonly desire to say one word on the sub- 
ject of this bill. 

Mr. JONES. Iwill withdraw it, if the gentle- 
man: promise to renew the call, 

Mr. HAVEN. Ido so. 

I do not desire to answer.any argument or sug- 
gestion that has been made here; but I simply 
desire to say to the House that I have examined 
this question with a litle care, when we had debate 
up the other day on the other post office bill that 
was. defeated in the House. The House. will 
recollect that L made a little ineffectual effort at 
that time to save the latter section of that bill, I 
thought then that I: knew what 1 was about. I 
was of the opinion then that the latter sections of 
the bill, were unobjectionable, L think that this 
bill now before the House is substantially the 
same in its character as the latter sections of that 
other bill were. I am entirely willing to see it 
passed. . I think that the business portion of the 
country; I think that the remote and agricultural 
sections of the country; { think that every portion 
of our citizens will be satisfied with this bill. 

J donot think that itis a matter of any great 
consequence or moment that this bill should pass. 
There are reasons, 1 think, why it should pass, 
but I do not believe it is of any great moment. It 
is a bill of which nobody will complain, unless it 
be the proprietors of newspapers of large circu- 
lation in our cities, as I think it increases the 
burdens.on them a little. On this subject, how- 
ever, the gentleman. who has. charge of the bill, 
and. other members of “the House, have more 
knowledge than T have. 

Bat in, other respects t 


he bill.is a proper one. 
The prepay 


ment of postage, to which the gentle- 


man from Tennessee [Mr. Joses] objects as im- | 


practiċable, I think he will see, on further consid- 
eration, isnotso. lf men have not postage stamps 
to aifix to their letters, they may leave money for 
the purpose, and the postmaster can affix the 
oe and forward the letters. As said, 1 do 
not think that this is a matter of any great conse- 
quence, but still it is a bill which I should like to 
see passed. 1 now renew the cull for the previous 
question, : 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put, 

Mr. READY. I move to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

-The motion was not agreed to. 7 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Wasu- 
wuRNE’s amendment to the amendment; and it 
was rejected. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Ops’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

‘The question then being upon ordering the bill 
to be engrossed. and read a third time, it was put; 
and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
grossed ? 

The SPEAKER. The amendment is not en- 
grossed, i 

[Cries of « Let it-pass ” 

The SPEAKER. The bill or amendment is 
not. engrossed; and if objection is made, it must go 
over until it is engrossed. 

Mr. OLDS. In that case when will it come up 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider it. 
Itis a new case, . . 

Mr. OLDS. Isit notin order to have a time 
fixed when it shall have its third reading? 

The SPEAKER, Itis. 
have its third reading ? 

[Cries of t Now !? *¢Now!?’] i 

The yusstion was put upon the motion that the ! 


Is the bill en- 


j 
t 


| 


When shall the bill i laid upon the table. 


bill have its third reading now; and it was agreed 


to. j ; 

Mr. JONES. [ask if the bill can be read now, 
unless it is first engrossed? 

TheSPEAKER. Upon what principle? It is 
a new question to the Chair. a : 

Mr. JONES. It has not been engrossed, and 
I ask the Chair if it can be read before it is en- 
grossed? The order of the House is that the bill 
shall be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The doctrine of the parlia- 
mentary law is, that the House may fix the time 
for the reading ofa bill a third time; and it cannot 
be read a third time until it is engrossed. If it 
shall be engrossed, it will be read to-day. 


Mr. OLDS. Is it in order to move to recom- 
mit the bill? 
The SPEAKER. It is in order, but the Chair 


will suggest that the order of the House to read 
the bil! to-day will keep it before the House. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to understand the exact 
position of this bill if the House goes to the con- 
sideration of other business now. 3 

The SPEAKER. The order of the House is, 
that the bill shall be read the third time to-day. 
| The Chair does not know what the practice of this 
body has been in such cases; for nosuch case has 
ever been made upon him before since he has 
served here. ‘The parliamentary law gives the 
House the right to fix the time at which a bill 


by a very large vote that it should beread to-day. 
The Chair decides that, ifit should be engrossed 
any time during the session to-day, the order must 
be executed. 

Mr. JONES. Well, sir, to avoid all difficulty, 
I will withdraw my objection. 

The bill was then read a third time. 

Mr. OLDS. Imovethe previous question upon 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 
and nays upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Although the call for the 
previous question has been seconded, 1 desire to 
propound a question to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, on the 
answer to which my vote will depend. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
‘unanimous consent. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I would ask the chairman 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads what is the effect of the bill on newspaper 
issues? 

Mr. OLDS. 
issues whatever. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 104, nays 55; as follows: 

YKAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James ©. Allen, 
Willis Alten,, Ashe, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, 
Bridges, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Chastain, 
Clark, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Curtis, John G. Davis, Daw- 
son, De Witt, Dickinson, Dowdell, Eastman, Eddy, Ed- 
mundson, English, Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, 
Franklin, Gamble, Goodrich, Green, Grow, Wiley P. Har- 
ris, Harrison, Tastings, Haven, Hendricks, Hillyer, Hughes, 
Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Roland Jones, 
Kerr, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lilly, Lindsley, 
McDougall, MeMullin, McNair, Mace, Macy, Matteson, 
Maxwell, May, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Morgan, Mur- 
ray, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
Parker, Peek, Peckham, Philips, Pratt, Richardson, Ridt 
dle, Robbius, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Shannon, Samuel A. 
Smith, Wiliam Smith, Wiliam R. Smith, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Wade, 
Ellibu B. Washburne, Israeil 
Wentworth, Wheeler, and Daniel B. Wright—I04. 
| NAYS—Messrs, Appi , Bell, Bennett, Benson, Ca- 
Í ruthers, Chrisman, ChuréWell, Clingman, Cox, Craige, 
| Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dean, Dick, John M, Ii- 
| lott Elison, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Giddings, Green- 
i! wood, Aaron Harlan, Hiester, Houston, Howe, Hunt, 
| George W., Jones, Keitt, Letcher, Lindley, MeCulloch, 
| John G:Miller, Millson, Morrison, Mordecai Oliver, Phelps, 
| Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, David Ritchie, Ruffin, 
| Russell, Sapp, Shaw, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Upham, 
| Walley, Walsh, Tappan Wentworth, Yates, and Zollicof- 
j fer—55. 
| So the bill was passed. 


i Mr. OLDS. I move to reconsider the vote by 
| which the bill was passed, and that that motion be 


It has no effect on newspaper 


The laiter motion was agreed to. 


_ ALTERATION OF THE JOURNAL. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I desire to 


Washbarn, Wells, John | 


shall have its third reading; the House did order4 


| . 
i tleman from South Carolina. 


say to the House that I was accidentally out of 
the House yesterday at the time of the final pas- 
sage of the ten million bill. Iwas detained away 
on account of the storm; and as my vote will not 
change the result, I ask the consent of the House 
to have my vote recorded in favor of the bill. 

~ Mr. JONES, of New York. As the gentle- 
man has accomplished all be wishes to. accomplish, 
I object. ` 

ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


Mr. ORR. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. : 

Mr. ORR. Then b move that the House do 
new proceed to the consideration of the business 
upon the Speaker’s table, so that we may take up 
and act on the resolution fixing the day of adjourn- 
ment for this session. 

[Cries of “ Good !?7] 

The motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The following is the resolu- 
tion, as adopted by the House: 

6 Resolved, (the Senate eoncurring,) That the President 
of the Senate aud the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives adjourn their respective Houses on Monday, August 
14, at twelve o’clock, mn.” 7 

The Senate amended by striking out all after the 
words “ respective Houses,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof, as follows: 

“From twelve o'clock, m., July 17, until Monday, the 
16th October next.’ 

Mr. ORR. - I move to substitute for the Senate 
amendment the following: 


Sine die on Monday, the 31st of July, at twelve o’clock, 
m. 


Mr. SEWARD. I would inquire of the Chair * 
whether, under the rules, an amendment is in or- 
der to a Senate amendment? I believe after a bill 
has gone to the Senate, and been there amended, 
that when returned, that amendment is notamend- 
able. 

The SPEAKER. 
Senate amendment. 

Mr.SEWARD. Then there is no end to legis- 
lation 

Mr. ORR. Will the Clerk report the modifi- 
cation I have made since the resolution was sent - 
up to the desk? It is the insertion of the words 
‘at twelve o’clock, m.,’’so that the session will 
terminate at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. PECKHAM. If the previous question is 
sustained, will the vote be first upon the amend- 
ment now offered by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. ORR,] or will it be upon the 
amendment of the Senate? 

The SPEAKER. It will be first upon the 
amendment to the amendnient of the Senate; or, 
in other words, upon the proposition of the gen- 
If that fails, then 
the vote will be upon the proposition of the Senate. 

Mr. WALLEY. I rise toa question of order. 

I wish to ask the Chair whether, in his opinion, 
it is in order for the House to amend the proposi- 
tion now returned from the Senate. The House 
adopted a resolution, and sent it to’ the Senate for 
their jointaction. The Senate amended the action 
of the House, and sent it back here for the con- 
currence of this House. I ask the Chair if the 
question is not, Will the House concur, or not 
concur, in the amendment of the Senate ? 

The SPEAKER. They can concur wi 
without amendment. 

Mr. WALLEY. The gentleman from South 
Carolina proposes to strike out the whole action 
of the Senate, and therefore it will not be a con- 
currence. f 

The SPEAKER. Itis germane to the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. WALLEY. But the resolution of the 
Senate proposes a recess. 

The. SPEAKER. A proposition which the 
gentleman proposes to strike out. The amend- 
ment of the Senate, it will be recollected, is to a 
resolution of the House, which proposed to ad- 
journ sine die. The Senate proposed to takea 
recess. The Chair decides that the House may | 
amend the amendment of the Senate. The: 
amendment of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina is certainly in order. _ : z 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I wish to in- 
quire of the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Orz,] whether he proposes to move the previous 
question immediately, and if so, to.ask:him.if he 
will not give way for an amendment to the ori- 


It is in order to amend the 


th or 


. 


TH 


i 
$ 


\ 


shall not receive, per diem during the recess.” 


. Mr. ORR. It was my purpose before taking 
my seat to demand the previous question. Ihave |i 
no desire to preclude any motion being made with 
a view of obtaining the sense of the House as to 
the time we shall adjourn, or whether we shall 
have a recess, lam myself opposed to a recess. 
I believe that we can finish the necessary business 
of the country-by the 31lstof July—the day that has 
been indicated in the amendment I have offered. 
At the time when the original motion was made 
fixing the 14th of August as the day for adjourn- 
ment, we had then before us the Pacific railroad 
bill, which promised to consume a great deal of 
time, and we also had before us a proposition to 
appropriate $10,000,000 to carry out the provisions 
of the late Mexican treaty. Those questions have | 
now been disposed of, and looking back to the 
history of the previous legislation of the country, |} 
{think we may safely say that the appropriation 
bills may all be passed by the 3ist of alge besides | 
disposing of the business which may arise during || 
the morning hour. I think it would not be safe || 
for us to fix an earlier day for adjournment than || 
the 31st of July. : 

Mr. BOCOCK. If the gentleman from South 
Carolina will allow me, I desire to say a word or 
two on this subject. 

Mr. ORR. Certainly. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I desire, in the beginning, to 
ask the gentleman from South Carolina, if he has 
made his calculation as to the amount of business 

‘that can be done by the House by the 31st of July. 
I upposi when the amendment was offered by 
him that the day of adjournment had been fixed 
upon solely in relation to the passage of the ap- || 
propriation bills. The gentleman, in the remarks 
which he has made since he rose, has let out that 
idea, has conveyed the intimation to the House 
that he thinks by the 31st of July the appropria- |i 
tion bills can alone be passed, and that all other 
business must lie over, except, perhaps, such bus- 
iness as may be transacted in the morning hour. 
Now, i am as much in favor of an early adjourn- J} 
ment as any member on this floor. I have voted 
for the proposition for an early adjournment when- 
ever I thought there was a chance of our being 
able to transact the necessary business of the 
House. But I think we might as well adjourn in 
thé beginning of the session as leave the necessary 
business of legislation undone. There is no virtue 
in an early adjournment which leaves the business 
of the country undone. I do not believe in ap- 
pealing to the people on any such ground. I came | 
here to participate in doing the business of the 
country, and I want to do it, and to do it as soon 
as possible, and when the business is done I want 
to go back to the people, and tell them that our 
duty is performed. 

Now, sir, there are various bilis here to be dis- | 
posed of. I have charge of one, and I speak only 
for that one. I know, however, that there are 
various other bills of importance to be acted on. |! 
There is the bill for the reform of the Army, for 
instance. Then, | am sure there are bills to be | 
acted on which the gentleman behind me [Mr. 
Dısney] has in charge. There are still other bills 
to the disposition of which the country is looking 
forward, and in which thecountry feels an interest. || 
But | have nothing to say about any of them for 
which I am not personally responsible. 

I ask the gentleman from South Carolina, there- 
fore, to give me two days for the bill which I 
have in charge, and which I think one of essen- 
tial interest to the country. It isa bill which is 
calculated to confer great benefits upon our Re- 
public. If the gentleman from South Carolina 
has fixed the 3ist of July asthe day for the ad- 
journment of the House, in relation merely to 
the appropriation bills, I ask him to give me only |; 
two days for mine. Let him fix the day of ad- || 
journment as the 2d of August for the purpose of | 
allowing the extra two days for the consideration | 

of the bill on which the Committee on Naval Af- | 

fairs has labored much this session, and which I i! 

want to have brought before the House and-acted || 
on in some shape or other. I ask that this time |] 


be given to më for the purpose I have indicated, |i 


ES 


| his. 


|| posed of too. 


' before it, and before its committees. 
| mittee on Public Lands is filled to repletion with 


and | leave it for other gentlemen to take care of 
their own interests. i 

Mr. ORR. IL have some bills in the disposition 
of which Í feel an interest myself, as well as the 
geneman from Virginia [Mr. Bococx] does in 

ut—— 

Mr. DISNEY, (interrupting.).. Will the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina yield me the floor for 
a moment? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. It is, that the gentleman from 
South Carolina cannot hold the floor and yield it 
to others in that way. There are a great many 
members here, I have no doubt, who wish to eX- 
press their views on this subject. I hope, there- 
fore, that the gentleman from South Carolina, 
when he has made his speech, will yield the floor, 
and give to gentlemen at the head of committees, 
and others who wish to express their views, an 
opportunity to do so. 

everal MemseERs. Certainly, certainly. 

The SPEAKER. In reply to the question of 
order raised by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, 
the Chair decides that it is in order for a gentle- 
man occupying the floorto yield it for explana- 


| tion, but for explanation alone. 


Mr. JONES. Exactly; but itis notin order 
for him to yield it to others to make speeches. 

The SPEAKER. No; it is not in order to 
yield the floor for that purpose. $ 

Mr. DISNEY. Iask the gentleman from South 
Carolina to yield me the floor for a personal ex- 
planation. 

Mr. ORR. Ina moment. 

The appropriation bill proper may be disposed 
of even before the 31st of July. If the gentle- 
man from Virginia wants but two days, and if he 
can reach his bill there will be ample time to have 
it considered. Ihave no doubt that much more 
than two days will be consumed in matters which 
{am free to say, are of much less importance 
than the bill which the gentleman from Virginia 
has in charge. 

Now, as to the necessary business of the coun- 
try, E am not one of those who believe that Con- 
gress isserving the people most when they legislate 
most. The great bane of our system of govern- 
ment, if there be any bane in it, is the tendency 
of: all our legislative bodies to pass too many laws. 
Now, I think the business may be finished up by 
the day that I propose for adjournment. I think 
that my friend’s naval bill may be disposed of 


| before then. I think that the Army bill, which 
i the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. FAULKNER] 
| spoke of this morning, may be also disposed of. 


Mr. COBB. What about the railroad bills? 
Mr. ORR. I think that with a little caution 


j on the part of the gentlemen having charge of the 


railroad bills, as the gentleman from Alabama 
desires my opinion as to them, they may be dis- 
I think that in the morning hour 
we may pass all those bills that ought to be passed. 

Mr. DISNEY. I, for one, sir, am exceedingly 
opposed to the agitation of the question of adjourn- 
ment at this time, and I hope the House will look 
into and examine the amount of business pending 
The Com- 


matters of the most important character, intra 
to it for examination; matters involving tht® 
vestigation of questions both of law and fact. But 
not only that committee, but the various other 


; committees of this House have struggled for the 


floor for weeks and months, and each, and perhaps 
all of them with a large amount of business which 


i they are exceedingly anxious to get before the 


House, and have been unable to do so. No gen- 


'tleman knows better than the gentleman from 
i South Carolina, that if we go on and make this 


early adjournment, regardless of this amount of 
business, the effect will be that you will come here 
at the next short session, and pass only the ne- 
cessary appropriation bills, and all this immense 
amount of matter will go over until the next Con- 


is now prepared, and ready to be acted upon, will 
have to be reinvestigated, and will again encumber 
our Calendar. It is in this way that matters con- 
tinue before Congress year after year, and. it is 
for this reason that we have maiters upon our 
Calendar which have been before Congress for 
half a century. : 
The committee with which I have the honor to 


OBE. 


| 


be connected hasan immense amount of büsinèss 
before it, and ready to be acted upon, important 
in its character. That business has reference, Hot 
only to railroad bills, but to matters connected 
with our public domain of a most important ña- 
ture.. These matters have been examined, and 
examined with care, and the committee are anx- 
ious to make their reports to the House: But itis 
manifest that this early adjournment ha i 
ence whatever to anything but the passage 
| appropriation bills. : T 
_ I have an incident relating to this ‘matter—and 
gentlemen will pardon me for referring ‘to it. “A 
gentleman upon this floor, ‘the other day, an- 
nounced to the House that, in his judgment, all 
the important business of the House. could be 
| transactéd within the time indicated for thé ad- 
;journment. The next day he called upon me to 
inquire in relation to a bill in which he was: in- 
terested, which was under my charge, and whith, 
| in his judgment, is a bill of the utmost Import- 
ance. I was compelled to say to him that it could 
not be reached. Yet he had stated to this Hotise 
that there was time enough, before the day desig- 
| nated for adjournment, to transact all the import- 
ant business of the House. _ . a alate 
Now, I beseech this House to reflect: upon this 
matter, and not give way to their anxiety to get 


down and examine the amount and character of 
the business before them. we ree T 
In my opinion there is but one way to do, and 
that is to refer this matter to a committee of this 
| House to examine into the amount and character of 


| 
|i the business before the House. When they shall 


: have done so, and the comimittee have reported, ` 
i the House can act intelligently and understand-~ 
| ingly upon the subject, and gentlemen will not be 
cutoff from the consideration of matters in which 
they feel a personal interest. They sometimes 
forget themselves,and get up here and say that all 
the important business can be transacted, when 
there are matters in which they are interested, and 
which cannot possibly be reached before the early 


day indicated for adjournment. 0) aio 
But we cannot adjourn at that early day. All 
this thing is ill advised. Let the matter be r 
| ferred to one of the committees of the House 
let them examine it before we undertake to fix.a 
| day for adjournment. If you adjourn at the time 
fixed in the amendment of the gentleman from 
| South Carolina, you will sacrifice, to a vast ex- 
| tent, the interests of the country. Itis wrong. J 
| would like to have the matter examined by a com- 
mittee, and I hope it will be referred. n 
| Mr.ORR. The committee will perhaps pàr- 
| don me for one moment more. J have no objec- 
| tion to my friend from New York manifesting a 
| disposition to pass upon all the business, of the 
| House; but my friend has been here long enough 
| to know thatif we wereto sit here from now until 
| 
1 
i 


i the first of December, we should not dispose: of 
| the private claims alone which encumber the Cal- 
| endars of Congress.. As for disposing of all the 
business which has been brought before the Com- 
; mittee on Public Lands, and which has been, or 
will be, reported back by them for the action of the 
| House, that alone, if properly examined, would 
occupy the time of the House for three. months. 
So that it is useless to talk of disposing of all the 
business before the House. ean Be Soe 
We are already approaching the middle of sum- 
mer. Most of us have been absent from our 
‘homes for more than seven months. The hot 


i| weather is upon us; we know that a disease is ap- 


| proachingfus from all sides; and suppose it should 
| make its appearance here, Task whether we should 
| be able to keep the House together? Should we 
į not at once find ourselves without a quorum? Is 
| it not important that we should pass the necessary 
r 


it appropriation bills and go home? Then, when 
i! we come back in December, let us go to work and 


į not adjourn over from Thursday to Monday, as 
| weare in the habit of doing. If the naval bill 
| under the charge of my friend from Virginia: [Mr. 
| Bococx] is not disposed of during the present 
| session, let us then take it up and dispose of it. 
| We could have disposed of that and of the Pacific 
| railroad bill in the time we have lost by adjourn- 
| ment over during the present session. “We, may 
| dispose of them, and of a considerable. amount 
| of private business, in the month of December. 
But if gentlemen expect, to dispose of. all the 


| asin that has been referred tó ths standing ~ 


away from this warm weather, but really to sit - 


j-refer- 


9, 


mit the motion indicated by the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Disnzy,] that this resolution and the 
pending amendments be referred to a select com- 
Mittee, to ascertain and report how soon it was 
practicable for the House, with a full discharge of 
its business, to adjourn, 

TheSPEAKER. There is already a committee 
in existence on revisal and unfinished business. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Very well; then I move 
that the resolution and pending amendments be 
referred to that committee. 

Mr. EWING. I object to any such reference; 
I think that it is very unusual. ‘I never heard of 
a resolution for adjournment sine die being referred 
to the Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Busi- 
ness. Itis a matter which I think we ought to 
finish as soon as possible. The earlier we fix the 
day, the earlier we can adjourn. Every man who 
has ever served in this House, or any other de- 
liberativebody, knowsthat when a day of adjourn- 
ment is fixed, the House works up to that day. I 
do not object to discussions, although they may 
Perhaps extend into an abuseand evil. Thereigan 
advantage in free, full, and unlimited discussion 
in the earlier part of any session. [tis that which 
prepares the Elouse for rapid work towards its 
close. They have early digested every question 
which may come before them; and while itis often 
coroplained of as an evil that the business of the 
session is crowded into the last days of a session, 
when it may as well be done in the first days of a 
session, itis not anaomixed evil. The House is 
then better prepared for work. 

We can, I think, finish all we have to do, which 
is absolutely indispensable, by the 
by the gentleman from South Carolina. Too 
much legislation is an evil, and, as he very prop- 
erly remarked, if we attempted to get through 
with everything, we never would adjourn. We 
would leave that resolution with the Committee 
on Revisal and Unfinished Business, and it would 
bea matter which would properly belong to them 
for ever, {Laughter.} I want to get away from 
here, for one, and I believe that the people are 
willing to see us go away. 
sine die than take a recess. It is rather a novel 
experiment, and I donot know how it would suit. 
But | want to get away myself on any terms. ! 
Want to get something to eat. (Laughter.] I 


want to get to some place where | can sleep of | 


nights. [Renewed laughter] 


: ene Lam tired of going 
into these dining rooms in the 


Morning with the 
T 


weak stomach with which every gentleman rises | 


in summer, and smelling that odor which destroys 
the last remnant of appetite that can be got up by 
the force of tonics, and other means, After trot- 
ting all over town hunting a place to eat, I have 
thought that, of inevitable necessity, | would be 
compelled to go through the form under the influ- 
ence of chloroform. I know of no other way in 
which it can be practiced with any sort of ease 
and comfort. $ 

I wish the House would agree to an adjourn- 
ment sine die on the day named, as I believe it 


day proposed | 


I would rather adjourn | 


I move to lay the whole 


subject on the table. : 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Upon that motion I 
demand the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. _ 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 45, nays 134; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Barksdale, Belcher, Bo- 
cock, Brooks, Caskie, Clark, Cobb, Cullom, Disney, Bast- 
man, Eddy, Edmundson, John M. Bnion, Faulkner, Fior- 
ence, Goode, Green, Henn, Ingersoll, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Lindsley, McMulliun, Mace, Macy, 
Maxwell, Smith Milier, Milson, Bishop Perkins, John 
Perkins, Powell, Richardson, Riddie, Rowe, Shannon, 


Gerrit Smith, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, Upham, 


Vail, and Vansant—45. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis 
Allen, Appleton, David J. Bailey, Beli, Bennett, Benson, 
Benton, Breckinridge, Bridges, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Caruthers, Chandler, Chas a 


; Chrisman, Churchwell, 
Clingiman, Colquitt, Cook; Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, 
Curiis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickinson, Dowdell, Thomas D. Eliot, Bitison, Bnglish, 
Etheridge, Everhart, Ewing, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, 
Franklin, Gamble, Giddings, Goodrich, Greenwood, Aaron 
Harlan, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Hiester, 
Hill, Hillyer, Houston, Howe, Haghes, Hunt, 
Daniel P. Jones, George. W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kerr, 
Knox, Kurtz, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, Lindley, McCulloch, 
Matieson, May, Mayall, Middicswarth, Jolin G. Miller, 
Morgan, Morrison, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai. Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, 
Pennington, Phelps, Pratt, Preston, 
Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritehey, Robbins, 
Ruffin, Russell, Subin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Samuel 
A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. 
Sinyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Jobn J. ‘Paylor, Jobn L. ‘Taylor, 
Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, 
Wade, Walker, Walley, Walsh, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Johu Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer—134. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution and 
amendments on the table. g 

The question recurred on the motion made by 
Mr. Ricuarpson, that the whole subject be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisal and Unfinished 
Business. 

Mr. DISNEY. 1! ask for the yeas and nayson 
that motion, and for tellers on ordering the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Preston and 
Rozains were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 47, noes 125; more than one fifth 
voting in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 47, nays 125; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Barksdale, Barry, Belech- 
er, Bocack, Brooks, Caskie, Clark, Cobb, Disney, Eddy, 
Edmundson, Everhart, Faulkner, Florenco, Goode, Green, 
Henn, Ingersoll, Reland Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, Lamb, 
Lindsley, McCulloch, MeMullin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, 
May, Smith Miller, Millson, John Perkins, Phillips, Pratt, 
Puryear, Richardson, Riddle, Rowe, Seward, Shannon, 
Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, Vail, and Vansant—47, 

NAY S~Mes: Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Appleton, 
Bell, Bennet, nson, Benton, Breckinridge, Bridges, 


Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chastain,Chris- : 


man, Cinrehwell, Chogman, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, 
Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Dow- 
dell, Eastinan, Thomas D. Eliot, 
Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Franklin, Gamble, 
Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Ha 
ven, Hendricks, Hiester, Ui, Hillyer, 
Hughes, Hunt, Johnson George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kerr, Knox, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, Lindley, Matteson, 
Mayall, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Morrison, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, 
Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Preston, Pringle, Ready, 
Reese, David Ritchie, Robbins, Raffin, Russell, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Shaw, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Freder- 
ick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Ste- 
phens, John J. Taylor, John B. Taylor. Nathaniel G. 
‘Taylor, Thurston, ‘Tracy, Trout, Ta eed, Walker, Walley, 
Walsh, Eitiba B. Washbarne, 


stings, Ha- 


Heoffer—125. 


So the House refused to commit the joint res- 


olution to the Committee on Revisal and Unfin- |i 


ished Business. 


Johnson, į 


Peck, Peckham, | 
Pringle, Puryear, | 


Ellison, Etheridge, Ewing, | 
Goodrich, | 


Houston, Howe, | 


| 


; Smith, William R. Smith, 


| Alexander H. Stephens, 


| Miller, Morgan, 


| Peckham, Pennington 
Isracl Washbum, John 5 Pary 


Wentworth, Tappan Wenworth, Whecler, Yates and Zol- l; 


pon the amendment of 


Mr. FLORENCE. F call for the yeas and 


| nays on the adoption of the amendment. 


‘Phe yeas and nays were ordered. . 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 80, nays 89; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Wilis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Barksdale. Barry, Bell, Benson, Benton, Breckin- 
ridge, Bridges, Caruthers, Chastain, Chrisman, Church- 
well, Clinginan, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Craige, 
Cullom, John G.-Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dick, Dowden, 
Johu M. Elliott, Etheridge, Ewing, Farley, Greenwood, 
Harrison, Haven, Hendricks, Hill, Houston, Hughes, Hunt, 
Johnson, George W. Jones, J.Glancy Jones, Knox, Lamb, 
Latham, Lily, Lindley, John G. Milter, Morrison, Mur- 


| fay, Bichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, 


Peck, Phelps, Pratt, Preston, Ready, David Ritchie, Rob- 
bins, Ruffin, Sapp, Shaw, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, Witiam R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Jobn J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, 


Trout, Wade, Walker, israel] Washburn, Wells, Daniel B. 
Wright, Yat ind Zoliicoffer—x0, 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Ashe, Relehey, Ben- 
nett, Bocoek, Campbell, Carpenter, Chandler, Clark, Cobb, 
Crocker, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, 
Eastman, Eddy, Edmundson, Thomas D, Eliot, Bitison, 
Everhart, Faulkner, Flagler, Florénce, Franklin, Gamble, 
Giddings, Goodrich, Green, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Bastings, 
Henx, Hiester, Hillyer, Howe, Ingersoll, Daniel P, Jones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Lindsley, Me 


| Calloch, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Mayall, Middleswarth, 
| Smith Miner, Millson, Morgan, Norton, Parker, Peckham, 


Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Jobw Perkins, Poillips, Pow- 
ell, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, 
Rowe, Russel, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Shannon, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David 
Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Tweed, 
Upham, Vail, Vansant, Walley, Walsh, Elihu B. Wash- 
burne, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, and Wheeler 
—t9, 

So Mr. Orr’s amendment was not agreed to. 

The question recurred upon agreeing to the 
Senate amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I move to lay the 
whole subject upon the table; and upon’ that 
motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. F rise to a 
question of privilege. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment to the amendment 
was rejected; and to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. Yeas and nays upon that. 

[Cries of “Oh, no!” 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
tion. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I rise toa question of 
order. 1 wish to know whether the House .can 
now lay the original resolution, which passed this 
House, on the table; or whether the motion of 
the gentleman from Louisiana, on which the 
House is about to vote, is not to lay on the table 
the amendment of the Senate? 

The SPEAKER. The motion is to lay on the 


I withdraw my mo- 


| table both those together. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Does the motion in- 
clude our resolution to adjourn on the 14th of 
Augast ? 

The SPEAKER. 
of the Senate. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on Mr. Jones’s 
motion. ; 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 48, nays 132; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Ashe, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bocock, Brooks, 
Caskie, Clark, Cobb, Disney, Eastman, Eddy, Edmundson, 
English, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, Green, Henn, Hill, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Lamb, Lindsley, 
McMullin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Smith Mifler, Millson, 
Noble, John Perkins, Pratt, Richardson, Riddie, Ruffin, 
Shannon, Hestor L, Stevens, Vail, Vansant, Walker, and 
Daniel B. Wright—47, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Appleton, 
Bennett, Benson, Beuton, Breckinridge, Bridges, Camp- 
bell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, 
Churebwell, Clingman, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, 
Craige, Crocker, Cullom, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Dowdell, 


It does; and the resolution 


; Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Eliott, Ellison, Everhart, Ew- 
| ing, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Franklin, Gamble, Giddings, 


Goodrich, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 
Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Hiester, Hillyer, Howston, 
Howe, Hughes, Hant, fogersoll, Johnson, Daniel. T. Tones, 
George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, 
Latham, Letcher, Lilly, Lindley, McCulloch, McDougall, 
McNair, Matteson, May, Mayall, Middleswarth, John G. 
Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, An- 
drew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, Peck, 
Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, 
Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, 
Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Saye, 
Sapp, Shaw, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Wiliam 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Jom J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Wade, Walley, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


Es 


Walsh, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Y 
coffer—! 32. 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 

The question recurred on the amei ment of the |; 
Senate. 


urn, Wells, 
8, and Zolli 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the yeas i 


and nay: on the question. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 1 desire to ask a question of |: 
the Chair. Is the question now on concurring |; 
with the Senate’s amendment. to the resolution of 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. That is the question. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. And the refusal, therefore, 
to concur with the amendment of the Senate, will 
leave the resolution of the House as it was origin- 
ally adopted? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And secure a conference 
committee? 


The SPEAKER. That will be the effect of | 


such a vote on the part of the House. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 71, nays 105; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Meegsrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Bennett, Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, 
Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Thomas D. EL 


iot, Everbart, Flagler, Franklin, Gamble, Giddings, Good- |! 
rich, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Hillyer, | 
Lindley, McCul- | 


Howe, Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, Lathan, 
loch, Mace, Matteson, Mayall, Middleswarth, Morgan, Nor- 
ton, Mordeeai Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peck, Peckham, 
Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Pringle, Ready, Reese, David, 
Ritchie, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Wade, Walley, 
Elihu B. Wasbburne, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 
worth, and Yates—7 L. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James ©. Allen; Willis Allen, 
Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, 
Beleher, Bell, Benson, Benton, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Brooks, Carpenter, Caskie, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisinan, 
Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, Cox, John 
G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Disney, Dowdell, Eastman, 
Eddy, John M, Eliott, Ellison, Wngiab, Etheridge, Ewing, 
Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Goode, Green, Green- 
wood, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Heun, Hill, 
Houston, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Roland Jones, 
Keitt, Kurtz, Lamb, Leteher, Litly, Lindsley, McMultin, 
McNair, Macy, Maxwell, May, Johi G. Miller, Smitu Mil- 
ler, Milson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, 
a etd Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Riddle, Thom- 
as E 
Wiliam Smith, Wiliam R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, 
Jobn J. Taylor, Jobn L. Taylor, Vail, Vansant, Watker, 
Walsh, Israet Wasbburn, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Zolticoffter—105. 


ment of the Senate. 


Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote | 


just taken by which the Senate’s amendment was 
non-concurred in, and also that the motion to recon- 


sider be laid on the table; which latter motion was |! 


agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message was received from the President of 


the United States, by the hands of Sipsey Wens- |: 


STER, Esg., his "Private Secretary, transmitting 


to Congress copies of two communications of the |: 


23th ultimo, and the 4th instant, respectively, from 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister aceredited to 
this Government, to the Secretary of State, relative 
to the health on shipboard of emigrants from | 
foreign countries to the United States. ‘This was 
the subject of the President’s message to Con- 
gress. of the 27th of April last. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, the 
message and accompanying documents were refer- 
red to ‘the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by the | 


hands of Assury Dicxins, Esq., its Secretary, | i 
n by the aid of one of the clerks, that the greater | 
: part of the information was communicated ata! 


apprising the House that the Senate had agreed, 
among others, to the following bill: 

Bill of the House (No. 405) to enable the Presi- 
dent of the United States to execute the third arti- 
cle of the recent treaty with Mexico. 


RECESS OF CONGRESS. 
The SPEAKER. The business next in order 


is the consideration of the following joint resolu- | 


tion: 

Joint resolution providing for a recess from the 
first Monday in July to the third Monday “in | 
October. 


itchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Shannon, Shaw, Gerrit Smith, | 


Mr. GREEN WOOD. I propose that the House 
appoint a committee of conference to confer with 
ia like committee of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. That would not be regular. 
: The action of the House wiil be reported to the 
|| Senate, and it will be for that body. to determine 

an the course to be taken in regard to it. 
| Mr. HOUSTON: Itis hardly worth while for 
| us to travel over all this ground again. 
i probably have a conference about this matter to 


ll 
7 


i gress. If the House will agree to doso, | would 


| bill, 
[Gries of «© Oh, no; oh, no.”]) 
| Mr. BAYLY, of Virginis. I rise to a privi- 
| leged question I move to reconsider the vote by 

which the message of the President of the United 
| States, which was laid before the House, by the 
| Speaker, a few moments since, was referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce. Upon looking at the 
papers, I am confident that they ought. to go to the 
i Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The question was put upon Mr. Bayty’s mo- 
| tion; and it was agreed to; and then, by unani- 
!mous consent, the message and accompanying 
papers were referred to the ‘Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. f 

On motion of Mr. Houston, (at three o’clock 
and thirty minutes) the House adjourned until 
! to-morrow. 
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IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, June 30, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry SLICER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


HEALTH. OF IMMIGRANTS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, by unanimous 
consent, it being private bill day, laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting copies of two communications 
of the 26th ultimo and 4th instant, from her Bri- 
tannic Majesty ’s Minister accredited to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, to the Secretary of 


grants from foreign countries to the United States; 
which was referred to the select committee ap- 


i be printed. 
i} REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Claims, 


| praying remuneration for losses caused by the 
, failure of the agents of the Government to com- 
| ply with the terms of a contract with him for the 
i transportation of certain commissary’s stores 


| accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was 
| read, and passed to a second reading. The re- 
li port was ordered to be printed. 

|_ Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 


! district of Lonisiana, submitted a report, accom- 
| panied bya bill for his relief; which was read, and 
| passed to a second reading. ‘Fhe report was or- 
i dered to be printed. 

i RECONSIDERATION OF A VOTE. 
i Mr. CLAYTON. 
| offered a resolution calling on the State Depart- 
|; ment for information in regard to the proposition 
i 
TE 
fF 
ii 
Ji 
i 


| for the interchange of breadstuffs between Canada 
and the United States. 


We will | 
| agree to some time for the adjournment of Con- | 


| like to go into committee this evening, and take’ 
| uP either the civil and diplomatic appropriation | 


State, relative to the health on shipboard of immi- į 


pointed to inquire into His subject, and ordered to | 


; |! to whom was referred the petition of Isaac Swain, | 
So the House refused to concur in the amend- |! P i 


: Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition | 
! of Gaston T. Raoul, praying permission to enter | 
a section of land under acertificate duly issued by | 
i the register and receiver of the Greensburg land į; 


| from Valparaiso to. Benicia, submitted a report, | 


Mr. President, I yesterday f 


“I made search. before | 


I offered the resolution, and 1 found none of the |; ¥ 


‘papers which f wished to call out. 
; olution was adopted, however, I have discovered 


former day, and as that answers the purpose I had 
in view, I move to reconsider the vote adopting 
the resolution, in order thatit may lie on the table. 


resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 
DAVID MYERLE. 


| Mr. GWIN. 
| 


i A reconsideration was moved by the Senator from 


Since the res- : 


The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and the |; 


A bill was passed by the Senate ji 
some weeks since for the relief of David Myerle. |! 
l stood me. 


| lying over for many weeks, and F should like t to. 
l have it taken up, and disposed of this morning: 

The PRESIDENT. | That being:a private bill 
ing Calendar, the motion of: the: ‘Senatör istit 
order, 

Mr.GWIN. I move to take up For’ considera: 
tion the motion to reconsider’ the vote” “by. Which” 
the bill was passed. 

Mr. CHASE: The Senator froti Indiana’ is: not 
in his seat, and [should like to inquire of the Sén-; 
ator from California if he has conversed with him 
on the subject? ` 

Mr. Gwin, When attempted to call up this 
matter at a former day, it was stated that the Sen- 
ator from Indiana wished to discuss the question. 
I subsequently saw him, and he told me he had- 
nothing to say on it, but that he had moved ‘the 
reconsideration, of the motion for the Senator from 
Delaware, (Mr. Bayarp,] and that he had no ob- 
jection to its coming up at any time, whether he. 
was present or not. : 

Mr. BAYARD. Itis perfectly immaterial tome 
whether the bill is taken up and acted upon now 
or at any other time; for in such ‘weather. ag this 
is | am not going to speak on it. :] have ‘looked 
into the facts, and I have conversed with some 
Senators in reference to it. My own'mind is: 
clear, on examination, that there is. no shadow 
of claim in the case. After looking at all the:ma- 
terial papers I cannot realizeion what ground: the © 
report was ever based. I am perfectly ‘willing, 
however, to take the vote, if gentlemen havemade 
up their minds on their own investigation. “Iam 
not going, in this weather, to discuss questions of 
this kind. 

The motion of Mr. Gwin was agreed to; and > 
the question being upon agreeing to the motion: to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed, 

Mr, BAYARD called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 19, nays 17; as follows: ° 

Y EAS~ Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Bayard; Bright, 


i Brodhead, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Dodge or Wisconsin, N 


Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hamlin, Hunter; Mason, Slidell, Stuart, 
Toucey, and Williams— 19. - 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Brown, Fessenden, Fish, 
Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, James, Jones of Tennessee, Maltary, 
Norris, Pettit; Rockwell, Seward, Wade, and Weler- 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. ; 

The PRESIDENT, The question ‘now! is, 
“t Shall the bill pass??? 

Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

The bill proposes to direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to David Myerle $30,000 for 
losses, sacrifices, and expenses incurred by him 
in testing and establishing the practicability and 


| safety of the process of water-rotting hemp; under 


the direction of the Navy Department. * 
Mr. EVANS. Asi do not intend to votenow 


i in the same way that | did when this bill was be- 


fore the Senate on a former occasion, I beg leave 
to say merely that since it was then under toñ- 
sideration ] have looked more minutely into‘ the 
claim thar 1 did before, and Iam satisfied that 
this man is entitled to something. My only diffi- ° 
culty is that the bill allows him, perhaps, a little 
more than he ought to have; but, rather than:not 
pay him anything, I have made up my mind'to 
vote for the bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, as this bill was 


i returned from the House on my motion, it ‘is 
! proper that. I should state the reasons that gov- 


rned me in making the motion.: When’ the bill 
was under the consideration of the Senate, I voted 
first for the amendment to reduce-the amount to 
$10,000. That proposition was voted down, and 
then I had presented to me the question whether 


: Eshould vote for the bilas it stood appropriating 


$30,000, or should give the claimant nothing? E 


i thought, under all the cireurnstances, that it would 
: be proper to give him the $30,000. But my reason 
: for moving the reconsideration, and asking for the 
: return of ‘the bill from the House was; that the 


honorable Senator from Delaware, soon ‘after the 
passage of the bill, expressed the opinion that he 
could satisfy the Senate, if an opportunity was 
given him, that this was an unjust claim: 
Mr. BAYARD. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to correct his statement? 
Mr. BRIGHT. Certainly. 
Mr. BAYARD. | Leertainly made no allegation 
ofthat kind. The honorable Senator-misunder- 
I told himi thought I could satisfy 


l Indiana, {Mr. Brieut.] That question has-been i him as to his own individual VORE ‘bat E did: net 


i 


“poppers to enter into.the discussion of the matter 


an weather such as this is, | cannot. undertake to 


„of the amount proposed to. be appropriated. - 1 


< to: vote againat. the bill. ; 
-at the time T made the motion, and insisted upon 


i would avail:himself of the opportunity afforded, 
: and explain to the Senate the reason why he made 
¿Ahe declaration that he did. 


ex 


efore the Senate: . [ said afterwards that i should 
be willing to. submit my views to the Senate, but 


do. it. 

Mr. BRIGHT... made the motion, as I sup- 
posed, for the accommodation.of the, Senator from 
Delaware, to give him an opportunity.of showing | 
the Senate: that.this bill.was, without: foundation, 
and-that the.claimant-was not entitled to.any part 


was prepared, if he had satisfied me of that fact, 
Certainly, Í supposed, 


the return of the bill, that. the honorable Senator | 


In the absence of any effort of that kind on his 
part, L feel authorized to vote for the bill, or rather | 
i feel bound to move an amendment to appropriate 
$10,000-instead of $30,000. I believe, under the 
circumstances, that the claimant is ‘entitled to 
something, but I do not, believe that he is entitled 
to $30,000. . I do not think that the proof in the 
case establishes the fact that he has expended that 
amount. I think that he was induced by a late 
Secretary of the Navy to make an expenditure in 
carrying on an experiment for the benefit of the 
Government, and that the impression was created 
upon his mind—I think the testimony warrants 
the conclusion—that if the experiment failed, and | 
moriey was lost, it should be compensated for out | 
of the public Treasury, and not out of his pocket. 
If] believad that the proof justified an appropria- 
tion of $30,000, I should not, under. the circum- 
„stances, oppose it; but 1 do not think—and I have 
‘given the case, I may say, a careful examination— 
that. an amount exceeding $15,000-ought to be 
appropriated; and.as suggested by Senatorsaround 
me, I will submit a motion that the bill be so 
amended as to appropriate $15,000. 

- Mr. BAYARD. I regret that the honorable 
Senator from Indiana misunderstood my conver- 
sation with him. It was purely personal. It had 
no relation to his action in the Senate. My ex- 
perience here has convinced me that it is a very 
idle effort indeed to attempt to discuss before this | 
body any question connected with a private claim, 
adverse to that claim. You speak to empty 
benches. That is not agreeable to me; but I 
should be willing to do it if I, thought it. would 
have any effect... My own experience is that it 
haeno effect, . I believe a system as corrupt and 
corrupting, as I consider the mode in which private 
bills are passed, to be, can be checked. in two 
ways. One is, either by opposition to the. indi- 
vidual cases, or, when you find the system has 
Bo far obtained a headway that opposition is use- 
less, to.let it go on, and it will become so odious, 
‘and so. openly profligate, that the public sense of 
the country will utterly reject it, I have come to 
the conclusion, with the exception of those cases 
committed to meas a member of a committee to 
examine, that 1 do: not mean to trouble myself ; 
with them, except as regards what is necessary 
for my own investigation, and vote in- reference 
to the question before the Senate. 

Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, I hope the 
amendment proposed by my colleague will not 
prevail. i 

Mr. BADGER, Iwill suggest that the amend- | 
ment is not in order. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill is not now in a 
condition to be amended. The question is, ‘* Shall 
the bill pass?’ and no amendment can be proposed 
unless by unanimous consent, or unless the vote 
by which it was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading, be reconsidered. y 

Mr. PETTIT. Then I havea few remarks to 
make in regard to the bill. Years ago, while a 
member of the other House, [ investigated this | 
question. - I then settled down in the clear convic- | 
-ion that the Government of the United States had 
injured this. man, had done. hima gross wrong. | 
That $30,000 will not indemnify him, I am clearly 
of opinion, In addition to this, allow me to say i| 
that this matter, when we were. both members of 
the other Fouse, was especially in.the care and | 
charge and keeping of. my immediate predecessor ; 
in the Senate, Hon, Charles W. Cathcart, who held | 
a seat here a year ago last winter, by an appoint- | 
ment.by: the Governor, before | came on. i 


i take |) 


- octagion to.suy that there isno purer or better man || 


inthe country than that Mr. Cathcart. I take 
occasion further to say that there are very few 
minds possessed of more capacity to. investigate 
and come toa right conclusion than his. ,1 know 
that in the House, after full: examination, he ens 
tertained no doubt of the justice and propriety of 
this appropriation.. 1 know that it again came 
under his consideration, the short time, some six 
or seven weeks, during which he held his seat as 
my predecessor. here... He investigated it again, 
and came.to-the same conclusion. l hold in my 
hand a letter from him, and ask the indulgence of 
the Senate while I read one clause from it. Iris 
dated May 15, 1854: 

& I bespeak your kind attention to his (Myerle’s) case, 
assuring you that you will thereby be rendering an act of 


justice to a much injured and untortunate man. 77 
Yours, truly, CHARLES W. CATHCART. 


That is what he says in regard to this matter., 
{ shall not take up the time of the Senate by re- 
ferring to all the papers and the evidence in refer- 
ence to the claim; but there is nothing that has 
impressed itself so glearly on my mind as that the 
Government, through its officers, has injured this 
man, and that $30,000 will not repay him for his 
loss. Icannot, therefore, believe, when lam sent 
here to do justice between the mass of the people, 
the Government—-for they. are the Government— 
and the individual members of that society, that 
L should vote for a less sum than $30,000, and 1 
shall with great pleasure vote for that. 

Mr. WELLER. Ihave but a word or two to 
say in regard to thisclaim. It is very seldom that 
I pat myself to the trouble of investigating any 
of these private claims, unless they are referred to 
me as a member of a committee; but some years 
ago I did give myself the trouble to investigate 
this one. [ have since read the testimony again; 
and I do regard it as one of the most just and 
equitable claims that has ever been presented to 
the Government. 
passage through Congress or not is a different 
question; because my experience’ a legislator is, 
that unjust and iniquitous measures are much more 
apt to pass than a just and equitable one. But | 
assure the Senate, if they would take the trouble to 
investigate the merits of this claim, they would be 
satisfied that Mr. Myerle has. sustained damage, 
in cansequence of the contract made by a late Sec- 
retary of the Navy, to an amount far greater than 
$30,000. I have never known of a private claim 
presented here, for which it would afford me so 
much pleasure to vote, as for this bill as it now 
stands. 

Mr.MALLORY. Mr. President, when I first 
came to the Senate, I found the claim of David 
Myerle referred to the committee of which I was 
a member. I investigated it, as I thought, fully, 
and read the arguments which had been adduced 
against it inthe House. I came to the conclusion 
that it ought not to be allowed. I entertained that 
opinion throughout the last session, and should 
have voted against it if it had come to a vote then, 
The claim would have passed on one of the last 
nights of the session, when it was brought forward | 
by the honorable Senator from North Carolina, 
Rr. Bapcer,] who advocated it; but at that mo- 
ment the Senator from Kentucky, not now a mem- 
ber of the Senate, (Mr. Underwood,] exposed to 
us a large pile of papers, to listen to the reading 
of which would have occupied hours. The Sena- į 
tor-from North Carolina at once withdrew the 
claim. I saw that he had investigated it,and had 
come to the conqlusion that it was a just one. It 
induced me, durig the present session, to give it 
a more thorough examination. f believe I have 
examined every proof that has been produced on 
the subject, and 1 have come to the conclusion 
that it is a very just claim, and ought to be paid. | 

I have regarded Mr. Myerle, as I think the | 
Senate must regard him, not as an ordinary con- | 
tractor who, failing in the precise stipulation of 
his contract, is not to be paid, but as a special į 
agent of the Government, employed to develop 
by experiment the great resources of the country 
for the uses of the Navy; and in doing so Í am 
convinced that he has saved to this Government 
in the matter of water-rotted hemp, millions of" 
dollars, whilst he has impoverished himself. We 
have the testimony of the Secretary of the Navy | 
under whose direction it was done. His declara- 
tion-is unequivocal; and I hardly think any man 
could investigate the claim without coming to the 


Whether that will secure its’ |! 


| will no f. $30,000, because when a man con- 
fers this dunt of benefit on the country, I 
should hardly feel at liberty to quibble for a few 
dollars-—but as the committee has reported $30,000 
Lam willing to vote for that amount. 

< Mr. BAWARD. I do not intend to go into a 
lengthy discussion of the merits of this claim; but 
[must say a few words in réply to the honorable 
Senator from Florida. He does.not advance the 
general idea which seems to prevail, that this claim 
must rest upon the ground that the Government 
made a contract with Myerle, and failing to per- 
| form the contract on its part, that he is entitled to 
| damages, which would of course be the. profit 
which would -have been made by the contract, if 
| he had performed it. That is not the ground on 
which it is put by the committee, though it is in 
some measure thrown into it, and it is not the 
ground upon which the honorable Senator from 
Florida puts it. . 

The honorable Senator evidently considers Mr. 
Myerle asa special agent of the Government, em- 
ployed for the purpose of introducing water-rotted 
hemp for the benefit of the Navy of the United 
States. Sir, if that were the ground upon which it 
| is put, it would be to mea sufficient objection to the 
| claim, because | know of no authority, nor shall I 
| be willing to sanction the act, upon the part of an 
Executive officer, to assume legislative powers, and 
undertake, upon the idea that any particular man- 
ufacture, or any particular project, or any view of 
his own, would be. beneficial to the country, to 
transcend his powers, and to appoint special agents 
without authority of law. + 

I should not consider that these special agents 
| had any claim on this Government for remunera- 
| tion, whether the project succeeded or failed, be- 
cause the doctrine would be a very dangerous one. 
itis very certain, onan examination of the pa- 

in this case, that all Mr. Paulding supposed 
| he had a right to do, was to apply to Congress 
| for authority, in making a contract with David 
; Myerle, to go beyond the ordinary routine of con- 
tracts, and make an advance of twenty-five per 


j| cent. before the work to be performed was done. 


That was done with a view of encouragement. A 
bill passed the Senate, but failed in the House, 
and ‘he, therefore, had not even that authority. 
| Did he pretend, or did the papers show that he 
| pretended to appoint him a special agent? No, 
he made a contract with him for a certain amount 
| of water-rotted hemp. How, then, can he raise 
iaclaim against the United States Governmenty 
| founded on the idea of his appointment as a spe- 
| cial agent, which would have been a gross viola- 
i tion of duty on the part of the Executive officer? 
| He would have been sanctioning an act which I 
should be very unwilling to. sanction in reference 
to the course of the Executive officer of this Gov- 
iment. It isin that mode that all abuses come in. 
Into the subject of the contract] shall notenter; 
‘nor shall I allude to the other objections which E 
havetothisclaim. Other Senators have expressed 
their opinions; suffice it to say that J shall express 
mine. 

After examining the case, certainly with no pre- 
judice against the party, with entire ignorance of 
him individually, and after hearing the report of the 
committee read, it struck me that it was confused, 
and that it placed the claim on nknown principle. 
Subsequently to its passage, and when the recon- 
sideration was moved, I examined the papers, and 
I confess the conclusion I arrived at was, that, as 
| far as the Government is concerned, there is no 
i Shadow of a claim upon it in favor of Mr. Myerle; 
| and, further, it jefta doubt in my mind whether he 


| 
i 
i 
j 
i 


| was or was not actually an injured man, or rather 

| whether his pecuniary affairs had been injured by 

| the transactions into which he entered. ` 

| There is no specific proof of the extent of prop- 

| erty which he possessed, although there is no 
| doubt that he failed in the business in which he | 
| embarked. But when the adverse opinions of 
: Senators, some of them not now here, are ex- 
| pressed, their convictions in reference to the claim, 

| allow me to say, must have some weight with me. 

| According to your opinions, Mr. President, de- 
| rived from your constituents in the State of Mis- 
souri, when you first presented:a bill in regard to 
this claim in the Senate, as f understood, in your 
State, the presentation of the claim was universally 
condemned, and denounced as one. in which there 


conclusion that Mr.-Myerle sustained a loss—I 


i 
i 
i 
| 
| was no merit. 
i 


Mr. PETTIT. I would like to refer the Sen- 
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ator to at least fifty letters from farmers in Mis- 
souri, avowing that it has merit. 

Mr. BAYARD. [hope the Senator will allow 
me to goon. He has made his remarks; f will 
make mine. Iam perfectly aware that there are 
letters. Those letters are but opinions. There, 
are opinions on beth sides. There are opinions 
in favor of the merits of this man in introducing 
the method of manufacturing water-rotted-hemp. 
There are opinions very probably from fifty farm- 
ers. The number may be less, they may be | 
more. i do not stand upon the number. They 
are opinions, no doubt, of respectable men, though 
personally unknown to me. They are on one 
side, and what they say are but opinions. 

On the other side, Mr. President, I have your 
own statement of what you told me was the gen- 
eral opinion in the State of Missouri, which you 
discovered on your return there after having pre- 
sented the claim. And, sir, the gentleman who 
was formerly your colleague in this body, [Mr. 
Benron,] and who, I believe, does not perfectly 
accord with you in sentiment on most questions, 
on this has very decided opinions. It was my 
fortune, just after this case was discussed, in 
walking down towards the avenue, to fall into 
conversation with him, and this subject was men- 
tioned, he knowing what had been done in the 
Senate. [asked him in reference to the claim. 
His answer was: “ Sir, he is an impostor; he has 
no merits whatever in reference to the transactions; 
he is trying to take merits which belong to other 
persons; he never introduced the culture of this 
article into Kentucky or Missouri.” 

With these conflicting opinions, the idea that 
occurred to my mind was, that, in order to give 
me sufficient evidence to warrant any compensa- 
tion to the party, grounded upon the great benefit 
conferred upon the country, but more particularly 
upon the States of Missouri and Kentucky, or any 
other State which is a hemp-growing State, those 
States where this division of opinion occurred, as 
they are composed of a generous people, of an 
intelligent people, should have furnished to us res- 
olutions vindicating his title to having conferred 
so gréat a benefit upon his country. 

Sir, if the fact were true, there can be no doubt | 
that the Legislature of Kentucky or Missouri 
would have passed sucha resolution. But I have 
no such evidence of the general opinion of those 
States; and whenJ find balanced opinions among 
individual men as to the existence of any merit at 
all on the part of the claimant, as to whether he 
rendered any services at all, or whether he did not 
impose himself upon the country as having ren- | 
dered services which were, in fact, rendered by 
others, | cannot undertake to vote the money out 
of the Treasury of the United States. 

It is exactly in that point of view, if you go 
upon the ground of benefit conferred, that the 
testimony which I have seen puts my mind into 
a state of doubt. The claimant may or may not 
have rendered services. If he did, it is in his | 
power to prove his case. J am perfectly satisfied 
that this isso. If the case is one of undoubted 
merit, as has been alleged, there can be reason as- 
signed why long since the Legislatures of those 
States which have had the peculiar benefit arising 
from the introduction of the water-rotting of | 


hemp, should not have testified to the country and | 
to Congress their sense of the merits of the indi- | 
vidual who has performed that service. On these | 
grounds, stated very briefly, I am opposed to the 
claim. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Ihave effected in part the ob- 
ject I had in view in moving the reconsideration. 
Ít has drawn a speech from the honorable Senator 
from Delaware, I can say to him I concur gen- || 
erally in the views he has expressed, that there is | 
no legal liability on the part of the United States || 
to pay a dollar of this money. Whatever may be | 
allowed the claimant, must be allowed on the | 
principles of equity and justice. The Secretary 
of the Navy had at no time authority to enter | 
into a contract with this individual. It was an | 
assumption on his part, that in the event the ex- | 
periment he proposed making, through his agent, | 
succeeded, the Government would remunerate 

| 
| 
| 


him for his labor; and that if he failed, ‘they 
would, to a certain extent, remunerate him for 
his losses and expenses. Legally speaking, this 
individual has no claim whatever against the Gov- | 
ernment. It is a mere question of equity, whether || 


“the United States will compensate him in part for ti 


the expenses which he incurred in making that 
experiment. I have in my hand a report made at 
the first session of the Twenty-Eighth Congress, 
by Mr. Henderson, then a Senator from Missis- 
sippi, in which he elaborates the case fully, and 
winds up the report with this resolution, ‘ that 
the prayer of the petitioner ought net to be 
granted;”” and Í find, by reference to the Journal, 
that it was generally concurred in by the Senate. 
I will call the attention of the Senate to the con- 
cluding part of the report. He says: 


“ Whether the memorialist may have had some cause to 
consider himself badly used by the Exegutive Department, 
in the refusal to grant him an extension of his contract, or 
in not properly appreciating his claims to the place of hemp 
agent, under the resolution of Congress of January, 1843, 
the committee have not seen fit to inquire. They observe, 
however, by a letter from the Navy Commissioners to the 
Secretary of the Navy, of date 28th January, 1842, they 
state: ‘Mr. Myerle has made no deliveries under either of 
his engagements worth notice; nor has he yet given 
the requisite security for the faithful performance of his 
contract? And the more recent communication of the 
chairman of this committee, from the chief of the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks, expresses the opinion, as entertained 
by the commissioners, that Mr. Myerle’s neglect to give 
bond and security, as required in all such cases, and his 
failure to deliver the hemp according to his stipulations, 
jeft him without rightful claim upon the Government for 
any remuneration for his alleged losses.?? 

This seems to have been the opinion, at the 
time, of the chief ‘of the Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, who had this branch of the public service 
in charge, and who, it is reasonable to conclude, 
knew all about the facts of the case. Thisreport 
sustains the position taken by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Delaware, in which I concur, that there 
is no legal liability whatever on the part of the 
United States. Whatever we allow isa gratuity; 
but, under all the circumstances, I am willing, 
(so far as the proof goes to establish the fact that 
thisy individual expended money) to reimburse 
him. The claimant, Í believe, is a citizen of Ken- 
tucky or Missouri; at any rate, he is vibrating 
between these two States. 1 recollect that, when 
the claim was originally intrgduced, it was op- 
posed by both the Senators from Missouri, [Mr. 
Arcuison and Mr. Benron.] It has never had 
the sanction of the Legislatures of either of the 
States where the claimant resided. As was prop- 
erly remarked by the honorable Senator from Del- 
aware, if he were a public benefactor, and if he 
had conferred such general benefit on those States, 
why did they neglect his interests, and not en- 
force them, and commend them to the sanction 
of Congress ? 

Mr. President, I am willing to vote for a small 
appropriation to this individual as an equitable 
claim; but I cannot vote to allow him $30,000. I 
do notconcur with the Senator from California, that 
the unjust claims which are presented here are more 


| likely to pass than those which are just. That 
is an illiberal view, I think, of our mode of legis- | 


lation. {ftis the duty of every Senator to scan 
closely the claims which come here, private or pub- 
lic, and see that money is not improperly taken 
from the public Treasury. Sir, to oppose private 
claims is a very thankless office; but it is neverthe- 
less a duty which prompts many of us to do that 
which we would gladly avoid. I dislike very 
much to oppose the claim. I know the appeal 
which has been made from time to time to pass 
it; but I feel a sense of duty incumbent on me not 
to vote for the bill in its present shape. I wish to 


reduce the amount; and, therefore, as the bill in į 


its present stage is not open to amendment, Í 
move to reconsider the vote by which it was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. My 
object is to move to strike out $30,000 and insert 
$15,000. 

Mr. BADGER. 
in order? 

The PRESIDENT. Most assuredly. 

Mr. GWIN. The vote on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed was taken three or four weeks ago. 


Is that motion to reconsider 


The PRESIDENT. One vote has been recon- | 


sidered. 


Mr. BADGER. The vote that the bill pass | 


ia 


has been reconsidered. 

Mr. PETTIT. If 1 understand my colleague, 
he moves to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was engrossed, so as to get it open to amend- 


-ment. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The Senate this morning re- 
considered the vote passing the bill. I believe, 
however, it is not yet open to amendment. ~ 

The PRESIDENT. Itis not, without recon- 


sidering the vote by which the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed. ‘The Chair is of opinion thatthe 
vote on the passage of the bill having been: recon: 
sidered, this motion of the Senator from Indiana 
does not come within the rule requiring a motion 
to reconsider to be made within three‘days. "The | 
motion is therefore in order. ORE Wa 
Mr. BRIGHT.*-1 move to reconsider'the vote 
by which the bill was ordered to'be engrossed, so 
that my amendment may be in orders- T'eall-for 
the yeas and nays on the motion. pas 
The yeas and nays were: ordered; and ‘being 


-taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 18; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alen,” Atchison, Bayard, 
Bright, Brodhead, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Fessen- 
den, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gilleite, Hamlin, Hunter, Mason, 
Slidell, Stuart, and Sumner—20. . 

‘NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Brown, Dixon, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Fish, Gwin, Johnson, Jones of Tennesseé, 
Mallory, Norris, Pettit, Rockwell, Seward, Thompson o 
Kentucky, Wade, Weller, and Williams—18. ae 

So the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT. The question now is 
t Shall the bill be engrossed for a third reading?’ 
It is open to amendment. : 
. Mr. BRIGHT. I move to amend by striking 
out * $30,000” and inserting “ $15,000.” On that 
amendment I ask for the yeas and nays. i 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 7 ps 
Mr. GWIN. I do not intend to discuss the 
matter, but I will say, that. the succéss.of the 
amendment of the Senator from Indiana is equiva- 
lent to the defeat of the bill, and I hope its friends 
will vote against the amendment. = 
Mr. BRIGHT. In reply to that, I will state that 
it gives $15,000, a handsome sum for nothing. 
Mr. GWIN. The Senator and myself happen 
to differ in regard to that matter. I think the 
claimant is entitled to $30,000. If we give him 
any relief, we should give him what he is entitled 
to. ; 
The question being taken by yeas and nays 
upon the amendment, resulted—yeas 20, nays 17; 
as follows: ` i T 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Bayard, 
Bright, Chase, Clay, Clayton; Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, 
Gillette, Hamlin, Hunter, James, Slidell; Stuart, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentucky, and Williams—20. cays op 
NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Brown, Dixon, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Fish, Gwin, Johnson, Jones of Towa, Jones of 
Tenuessee, Mallory, Norris, Pettit, Rockwell, Seward, 
Wade, and Weller—-17. e ee 


So the amendment was adopted. 
The bill, as amended, was. then ordered to be 


! engrossed fora third reading; and wasread.a third 


time, and passed. ; 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 

During the discussion of the bill for the-relief 
of David Myerle, a message was received from 
the House of Representatives, by Mr. McKean, 
Chief Clerk, announcing that the House had non- 
concurred in the amendment of the Senate to the 
resolution of the House in reference-to. the ad 
journment of the present Congress; —— 0 ui 

Mr. GWIN. l hope the Senate will suspend 
the consideration of this bill for a moment, and 
take up the message from the House and act upon 


it. 

Mr. STUART. I object. > 

Mr. GWIN. Then we will pass this bill first. 

Subsequently, the Senate, on motion. by: Mr. 
Gwin, insisted on its amendment, providing fora 
recess from July 17, to October 16; and asked for 
a conference.on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the President pro 
tempore was authorized to appoint the committee 
on the part of the Senate; and the Chair ap- 
pointed Messrs. Gwin, SLIDELL, and Fisu the 
committee. í 

HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolu- 


_ tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Senate meet hereafter at nine o'clock, 


m x 
BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CLAY, by unanimons consett, asked and 


! obtained leave to introduce a bill ‘to. constitute 


Tuscumbia, in the State of Alabama,- a port of 

delivery; which was read twice by: its. title, and 

referred to the Committee on Coramerce. ; 
COLONEL JOHN ANDERSON. 

“Mr. STUART: {appeal to the Senate now to 


ase | 
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tale up-a bill which was reported: from the Com- 
mittes on Claims, ‘for the relief of the legal rep- | 


fresentativesof the late Coionel John Anderson,” 4 


which has been pending for .o longtime. 
vi Themotion was agreed toz and the 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of | 
the Whole. Oe uipi mg ; | 
cat piogoses to direct. the proper accounting ofi- | 
ers ofthe Treasury; Department to examine and 
adjust-the claim of the legal representatives of the | 
Jate Colonel John Anderson, of Michigan, for a | 
house or other buildings destroyed by the enemy | 
during the last war. with Great Britain, in conse- | 
quence ofthe occupancy of those buildings by the | 
troops of the United States, and to pay the amount 
found to be-due; but no allowance is to be made 
for personal property, and the amount paid is not 
to,exceed $3,000. i 

Mro BAYARD.: tLask.for the reading of the | 
report in this case, and then I-wish also to have 
read the antecedent report of the same. commitee 
.of the Senate, adverse to the case. 

The Secretary read the report made by the 
Coramittee on Claims at the present session, from | 
which it appears that the claim has been long 
before Congress, and several adverse reports have 
been made upon it, on the ground that the build- 
ings were not destroyed till some time after they 
had ceased to be occupied by the American troops. 
The property was situated at Frenchtown, on the | 
river Raisin, and, soon after the commencement | 
of the war-of, 1812, was taken possession of by | 
Quartermaster Reid, and made a depository for | 
military stores of the United States. tn August | 
the place was surrendered to the. British, a drum i 
‘and some muskets being lèft in the house; and it | 
Appears to have been occupied by them until the | 
‘approach of General Winchester, when the enemy 
retired, leaving the house still standing. On the 
defeat of General Winchester, Colonel Anderson’s 
‘house was again occupied by the British and In- 
dians; and they continued to occupy it until June, 
1813, when, being compelled to evacuate the place, 


they set fire to it and destroyed it, stating, as the | 
: y 5 i 


reason for doing so, that the place had been used ; 
‘for a military depository, and as barracks for the | 


“American troops, and tbat that justified their ʻi 


destruction, to prevent their being so used again. 

By tie evidence, as formerly presented, it did 
not appear that the place had been occupied by 
the American troops during the time that General | 
Winchester’s forces held the town, and after it | 
had been occupied by the enemy and abandoned 
by them without being destroyed. But ituppears į 
from the testimony now submitted, that 1t was 
occupied by a portion of a company of spies and 
rangers in the American service up to the time of, | 
‘and during the action which resulted, in-the defeat | 
of General Winchester. It appears to have been | 
then immediately reoccupied by the enemy, who, | 
after some delay, destroyed it. ' 


When the case. was submitted to the Third- 


i 
Auditor, under the act of 1825, the ground of ob- | 
jection, as stated by him, was, that the buildings | 
“were not destroyed tiil some time after they had | 
‘ceased to be occupied by the American troo)s. | 
‘Butit appears that the: American troops did not | 


cease to occupy them until they were driven out |; 


destroy them at orice, it would seem to be a case | 
clearly within. the rules heretofore recognized; and | 
the committee do not- perceive that their having ; 


į 
by the enemy. If the enemy had proceeded to | 
1 


delayed the destruction so long, and only so long || 


Z| 
as suited their own convenience, can justly exclude i 
the claimants from the indemnity to which they | 
would have otherwise been clearly entitled. i 

Mr. BAYARD. I wish only to state, that it 
appears this claim came before the Senate of the 
United States not on.the report of a committee, 
but ön a House bill for the relief of the party, at 
the first session of the Fifteenth Congress, and 

_ that then it was rejected by the vote of the Senate. 
T cannot seé-how we can ascertain the facts, orap- 
ply the principles of relief io those facts, as to re- 
mote transactions, any better now than the Senate 
could then. 1 think that a decision of this kind— 
not the report of a’ comtnittee, but the decision of 
the Senate itself—ought to be entitled to some 
weight, particularly when T have often heard the 
‘reports of committees here spoken of as sufficient 
to justify the passage of a bill. Further, I may 
say that. I think, within the last four years this 
claim. was.again before the Senate, and an adverse 
: report way made on it-by, I belevi; the: Senator 


| 
| 
| 


bill was read || 


t 


i 
j 
t 


| tbe property was destroyed, because it was occu- 


| was then had in the Senate,than we ourselves. | 


i to that decision as final. 


| by the American troops. 


| 
| 
| 


from New Hampshire, [Mr. Norris:} [think so, 
but itis not on the list, for it seems that it was 
not printed. Ido not pretend to gointo the par- 
ticular. curcumstances of this case; 1 only: state 
these general facts, . . 

Mr. SLUART. The report which has just 
been read shows distinctly why the decision of 
the commitiee, at this. day, was contrary tò the 
decision of the Senate at a former period. The 
committee state that additional evidence was fur- 
nished to them satisfactorily to provethat the very | 
point upon which the Senate rejected it before was | 
an error. The Senate rejected the claim on the 
ground that there was no evidence to show that 


pied by the troops of the country; but the com- 
mittee say that the evidence is now satisfactory to 
prove that fact. Thatis the very point of the case. | 

Mr. BAYARD. lL know, Mr. President, that || 
that is the mode in which these bills are managed | 
here, ‘and Ihave exposed it before. Here isa 
transaction which occurred forty years ago, and 
the men of that day investigated the matter imme- | 
diately, or shortly after the transaction occurred, 
At the first session of the Fifteenth Congress, the 
claim was under consideration, and rejected. Now, 
this committee can know nothing more of what 
was then before the Senate, and what discussion 


The Senate, on a vote, deliberately rejected the 
claim when the Lransacuon was recent, and when 
the party had full means of presenting his claim, 
and when the principles connected with this class 
of claims, and the fact necessary to be proved, 
were as well known as they can be now. £ 
know not what is evidencein this particular case; 
but I understand the whole of this doctrine of 
“ additional evidence.’’ dt means that the party, 
ata late day, comes in with some hearsay testi- | 
mony—for it cannot be anything else at this lapse | 
of time—of some person who swears in sucha 
manner as to vary the facts of the case. Lam not | 
willing to take such evidence as countervailing i 
testimony, obtaif€d when the transaction was | 
recent, 

I have not examined the facts and circumstances 
of this special case, and L do not mean to do it. 
I have read the former adverse report of the com- | 
mittee, and that satisfies me. Jt. seems to me, | 
that when aclaim of this character on the Gov- | 
ernment was made, and there was insufficient evi- | 
dence to sustain it at a time when the facts were 
recent, and the party had ample means of know- | 
ing what he would be required to prove, we should 
not now reopen it. The law was general, and the 
facts necessary to be proved were as well known 
then as now, and I say the proof then was not 
sufficient to sustain the case, and, on a formal ii 
vote, the Senate rejected the claim. Common jus- | 
tice to the public requires that we should adhere | 

i 
| 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, as Í have a per- 
sonal knowledge of many of these facts, and know | 
more about them, probably, thau any man now 
living, the Senate will excuse me if 1 make a brief | 
statement, 1 knew the father of these petitioners |; 
very well, and a more true and patriotic American | 
never lived, In the face of a solemn capitulation | 
he was driven from the country by the British the | 
moment they got possession, and never returned ! 
until he returned with the conquering American | 
Army. His house was a very convenient one. 
it was occupied successively by the British and 


| general facts 


L You cannot carry the ij 
strict principles of civilized warfare into the cir- | 
cumstances connected with that frontier, where | 
he Englishand the Indians were fighting in coali- | 
ion against the American troops. It is totally | 
i 
! 
i 
i 


mpossible. This {louse,as | say, was conve- 
rient, and itwas occupied by the American troops | 
and by the British troops three or four times suc- | 
cessively. 
Now, what is the simple fact of the case? The | 
house was occupied by one after the other, until | 
finally, in. 1813, on the return. of the American || 
Army, the British, who then occupied it, burned i 
it. It is palpable to me, as they did not burn other | 
buildings there, that they burned this house. be- | 
cause it had been a continued fortification, and 
because it had been in the continued possession of 
he British and American armies during the hos- 
tilities on the frontier. No doubt they looked upon |! 
it, at the time of the burning, as_a building be- | 
onging; in fact, to the Ametican Government; 


because it. had been-occupied by the American 
troops, and they burned it in consequence of that 
occupation. ‘That is the true state of the case. 
This man was obnoxious to:the British.on ac- 
count of his patriotism. Surely, the Senate will 
not make thata reason for not paying his children. 
‘| know his exertions aud services; and I say here, 


lin my place, and no man Jiving knows the fact 


better. than Ido, that there never were a people 
who, under such trials and difficulties, asserted 
their attachment to the American Union more 
strongly than those who lived on that frontier, in 
the face of the overwhelming force of the English 
and Indians who swept the country, and took 
everything from us; yet they-have received almost 
nothing. This is one of the very few cases that 
come almost within the most stringent principles 
of relief. I hope the Senate will pass the bill. 
Mr. BAYARD. Ido not wishto comment on 
this particular case, for 1 have no remarks to 
make upon it, except to state that there was an 
adverse report on the occasion to which I referred, 
and that at an early day the bill was rejected by 
the Senate. I wish to mention a fact in connec- 
tion with this matter. | stated to the Senate, 
when Í opposed one of these claims for spoliations 
by the British daring the war of 1812, which was 
subsequently passed, that the committee of the 
House of Representatives appointed for the pur- 
pose of inquiring into the propriety of extending 
the general laws of 1816 and 1817, which provided 
for the payment of these claims, reported against 
it on the ground that already, at that early. day, 
frauds under those acts had become so extensive 


| that it would be better for the general morals of 


the people even to have some just cases go unpaid 
than to persist in continuing those Jaws. In 
looking into the testimony on which that report 
was based, I found the wildest system of fraud, 
on this very frontier, that has ever existed, | ven- 
ture to say, in this or any other country. One 
fact alone, which I will mention, goes to show 
how far it extended. 

A captain who had been in the regular Army 
of the United States was afterward appointed a 
judge of the court of common pleas in New York. 
it was proved incontestibly, that he used to sign 
affidavits by the ream, and let them go out to the 
confederates to write over them what names they 
pleased, and what statements they pleased, in or- 
der to prove losses incurred by the enemy or by 
the acts of our own troops. hat was oneof the 
roved in the case. There were 
many others of the same character. If any Sen- 
ator will take the trouble to investigaté the testi- 


| mony given at that time in relation to those frauds, 


he will be sttisfied that it is humanly imposible to 
suppose that parties, who were not able to estab- 


| lish, by fair and sufficient testimony, their claims 


atthe time when the transactions occurred, (when 


i there was quite as much willingness to pay as 


there can be now,) should be paid at this time, 
when we have no means whatever of testing the 
accuracy or the truth of the sources on which 
they rest their claims. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
he United States, by Mr. Sipney Waasrer, his 
Secretary, announcing that, on the 29th instant, he 
had approved and signed the following bills, which 
had originated in the Senate: 

An act for the relief of James 
emiah M. Smith; — Sos i 

An act for the relief of Ira Day, of Vermont; 

An act to reimburse to the Common Council of 
New York city expenditures made for the first 
regiment of New York volunteers; 

An act confirming certain land claims in Loui- 
sidna in the Bastrop grant; 

An act to authorize the issue of registers to ves- 
sels owned by the Accessory Transit Company; 

An act for the relief of Priscilla Simonds; 
An act for the relief of Moses Olmstead; 

An act for the relief of Zadoc C. Inghram; 

An act for the relief of Llewellyn Washington} 
an : . 

A joint resolution giving the ‘consent of Con- 
gress to the acceptance, by Lieutenant M. E 
Maury, of the Navy, of a.gold medal from his 


Jeffries and Jer- 


f 


Magnity the King of Bottin 


Mr. EVANS, I 
Senate to depart from the regular order of busi” 
ness; but as they have already done itin one cases | 
I ask the consent of the Senate to take up and con- ` 
sider now the bill reported from the Commistee on © 


I did not propose to: ask: the 


Revolntionary Claims ** for the relief of Phineas 
M. Nightingale, administrator of the estate o 
General Nathaniel Greene, deceased.” : 
©The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read a second time; and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It.proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas 
ury to ‘pay to Mr. Nightingale, asad ministrator o 
the estate of General Greene, $9,018 63, with in 
terest at the rate of six per cent. per annum from 
July 6, 1850, until paid, in liquidation of a balance 
due to the estate of Genera! Greene for becoming 


eecurity for Banks & Co., Army contractors in the | 


Revolution. ; 

Mr. BELL. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out 1850 and inserting 1794, so as to ai 
low interest from 1794 until the money be paid 
This, sir, is not like those cases in which the Sen- 


ate have adopted the stringent rule of not paying |; 
It is not like the case of commutation | 


interest. 
or half pay to the officers of the revolutionary 
army. Itisacase which, perhaps, is without pre- 
cedent. So far as{ know, it is altogether without 
precedent. This is not a proposition to compen- 
sate General Greene for revolutionary services, 
meritorious as his were, but for the sacrifice of his 
own private property incurred by becoming the 


surety of the United States officers in supplying || 


the armies of the South ata most perilous and 
exigent period of the revolution. If the Sen- 


ate of the United States say that that isa case | 


which should come within the common ruleof not 
paying interest, | shall not have another word to 


say. Let me repeat, however, that thisis a prop- | 


oxntion not to compensate the heirs of General 
Greene for his’ revolutionary services, but to in- 
demnify them for the sacrifice of his own proper- 
ty, as the surety, I may say, of the Government, 
in laying in supplies for the subsistence of ‘the 
armies. The contractors were unable to furnish 
supplies for the Army without General Greene’s 
personal obligation to pay, and he agreed, by his 
own signature, to indorse the eredit of the Con- 
federation of the United States for the amount of 
supplies that might be furnished. 


Ifl supposed that honorable Senators here could | 


concur in the sentiment that this was a case which 
should come within the common rule, I would not 
offer this amendment. I know the committee have 
proposed to give this indemnity under the restric- 
tion of the ordinary rule, but I say this is not an 
ordinary or a common case. 
of case in regard to which the Congress of the 
United States have laid down the principle that 
they will pay no interest. 
ligation on the part of this Government to indem- 
nify General Greene. He had to make the sacri- 
fice of his owh property in order to pay this debt, 
which was not his own debt, but the debt of the 
Government of the United States. Is that an 
ordinary case? 


Congress, in 1792, passed a bill for the relief of |; 


General Greene. They did it under certain anti- 
cipations, which have not been realized. It so 
turned out that the amount Which Congress at 
that time agreed to appropriate was not sufficient. 


From that time until this claim was presented— {| 


an interval of nearly sixty years—the question 
was in litigation, whether certain real estate sit- 
uated in South Carolina, was actually liable for 
the payment of this debt. It was property taken 
as collateral security by General Greene, to in- 
demnify himself against this obligation, and the 
Government of the United States, in the act of 
1792, provided that the amount realized from it 
should be deducted from the indemnity to him. 
I believe there have been sixty years of litigation 
about it. 


Mr EVANS. It was fifty yearg from the time | 
of the sale unul the final decree of the court of | 


equit 
Mr, 

all events, it was only a short time before the 

claim was presented that the litigation was determ- 


ined; and it was not known until within a very | 
short period before the presentation. of the claim, 
whether that property waa really liable for the | 


This is not the kind | 


This, sir, was an ob- | 


BELL. Then there were fifty years of: 
litigation till this claim was presented here. At. 
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debt or-not. By the adjudication of the courts of | 

outh Carolina, it was decided that it was not so |} 
liable, and this application was delayed anu! this: 
late period, merely because it could not be known 
with certainty, till within a few years ago, that 
there was any liability on the part of the Govern- 
i ment to indemnify the heirs of General Greene for | 
i this résiduum. That accounts satisfactorily for ; 
ithe delay. But still, sir, this is a case sui generis. 
i| It etands on its own footing. _ It rests on.no-prin- 
ciple applicable to the general class of cases on 
which Congress have decided that they will pay 
no interest. 

Sir, is it just to refuse interest in this case, when 
we consider the generous, the liberal, even the 
bountiful spiritof the Government in making com- 
pensation to the revolutionary officers and soldiers, | 
and to the officers and soldiers of every war which | 
has taken place from the period of the Revolution 
to this day? We have been generous, liberal, and 
bountiful in voting both lands and money, as a 
general rule, even for slight military services. 
Here is a case presented for actual losses, sacri- | 
i fices of private property incurred on account-of | 
becoming surety of the Government when it was 
without credit, and when the march of the very 
expedition in which General Greene was then en- 
gaged depended on procuring immediate subsist- 
‘}ence for his troops; and he pledged his private 
“| fortune,and has had to sacrifice it. I mérely pre- 
, sent this as a question whether you will pay in- 
| terest in such a case,or not. 1 see, however, that 
|| it is not the disposition of the Senate to have any 
i| protracted discussion on questions of this descrip- 
Huon, and | submit. , 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. President, this is a meri- 
torious claim; but at the same time it rests on the 
same footing in regard to the allowance of interest | 
as a hundred other cases which have been acted | 
on in the Senate. Ihe facts are these: Whilst 
General Greene commanded the American troops | 
in Charleston, in 1782 and 1783, he found great | 
difficulty in supplying them with clothing and 
provisions. He entered into an agreement with 
Banks & Co., who contracted to furnish the sup- 
| plies necessary; but upon their own credit they 
‘could not doit. General Greene, therefore, wag 
| compelled, in order to procure these supplies, to || 
put his name to the bond which was given to the 


|i persons from whom the supplies were furnished. | 
' An order was given by General Greene upon Mr. | 
|| Morris, who was the treasurer in Philadelphia, | 
for the payment of this amount, and it was paid. | 
| The Government of the United States paid it to | 
|| the contractor for whom General Greene was se- || 
i curity; but he, instead of applying the money to 
| 
| 
| 
i 


the payment of this debt, appropriated it to other | 

. 1 
purposes, and left the bond on which General : 
| Greene was security unpaid. The result was, | 
|i that General Greene was liable, and subsequently | 
| 


\| did pay the debt, and in the year 1791 his exec- | 
ji utrix petitioned Congress to be relieved. in the) 
i mean time, however, General Greene had obtained | 
| 


led to the reversionary interest in the land. Upon | 
| the bearing of the case, the court ordered that the | 
land should be sold, and the proceeds of the sale 
ipplied, first to the extinguishment of the mort- 
age, and then that the balance should go to Gen- 
al Greene. The land was sold. It brought i 
enough to pay the mortgage, and left £2,400 over |: 


and above it, which was applicable to General i 
Greene’s claim. Well, sir, when General Greene | 
applied to the Government to be reimbursed, i 
Congress agreed to indemnify him’ for this loss ii 
| which he had sustained. The Government, how- || 
ii ever, bad already paid the amount, and it was 
ii nota legal obligation on them. General Greene 
i was not their security; he was security for an |! 
| army agent. „On the settlement of this claim of |: 
General Greene’s, however, this sum of £2,400 . 
was deducted. Nothing was heard of this matter 
from that time until about 1840. 

Mr. BELL. Nothing heard by this Govern 
ment? a 


i| tor of Murray filed a bill against-a‘Mr. 


ii to the representatives of General: Greene. 


“Mr, EVANS, -Nothing heard -of itanywhere, 
so far as I-know, or so faras there sis any: exis 


: dence, until: some- time within: a yearori:tworof 


1840. Then, itappeared, upon investigation; that’ 
the creditor in England: had never been paid, and: 
his administrator filed a:bill in-chancery ‘to ‘sab: 
ject this land to the payment of his money ;-and 
then. it turned out, too, that his -agent-who bad? 
bought the land had never taken title.) Phealleged: 
ground upon which he had not taken dilewas 
that there was a dispute about the land. «For this 
reason, the title. had never been perfected-and.the 
money never paid. «That bill was dismissed; be 
cause it appeared, from the original decree‘ made 
in 1788, or thereabouts, that General Greene’s tepe 
resentatives had an. interest in it: Another bill 
was filed, and then General Greene’s representa» 
tives were made parties, and that is the-first time 
anything ‘was. known of this case, so farias they 
were concerned. During the lapse of: time from 
1789, when the land. was sold, up to. 1840; this 
plantation had gone to ruin; and when it: wassub~ 
sequently sold under the original. decree, instead 
of bringing the sum it at first brought, it was: sold: 
for only $13;000, and left General Greene’s'repe 
resentatives only about $2,000 instead. of £2,400. 
Their application now. is to be refunded the differ- 
ence between the £2,400 and the'sum they actually 
received, .which. was less: than $2,000: .: i 
Mr. BELL. F wish to ask the honorable Sena- 
tor whether the title to this: property was not«in 
litigation from an early period? ae 
Mr. EVANS. There was no litigation about 
it. It was in dispute; but there was no litigation, 
so far as General Greene’s heirs ever took any 
participation in it. The land: was abandoned; 
third persons set up claims to it. There was a 
claim set up by the heir-atlaw of the. original 
mortgagor; but there war no proceeding in any 
court, and no notice taken of it, until about 1840. 
Mr. BELL: Does the honorable Senator mean 
that no case was pending in the courts of South 
Carolina during that time? as TR 
Mr. EVANS. I say no case was pending with 
which General Greene’s heirs had anything to do, . 
and there was never any case pending in court 


į! in relation to this-ind until 1830, which was forty. 


years after the original sale, when the‘administra+ 
Daniel, 
who was in possession of the land: : ee 
Mr. BELL. As I understand it, it was in litis 
gation from as early as 1788 or 1789. There was 
then a decree for the sale, and the property was 
sold. j : 
Mr. EVANS. But there was no litigation, 
Mr. BELL. That wasin a suit at chancery: 
but the money was not paid, and there was not a 
finality to that proceeding until after 1840. Gen- 
eral Greene died previous to that original sale, as I 
understand. . : TE 
Mr. EVANS. [believe he did. ` A 
Mr. BELL. He died in 1787 or 1788. As I 


! understand the case, there was no settlement of 
| that sale; there was no final decree; the money was 
'} not paid betw€en the parties, but there were two 
‘| or three who claimed the property at different 
‘| times, and there was no final settlement until 1840, - 


or thereabouts. 


Mr. EVANS. There was a final decree in 


| 1789, I think it was. The commissioner. then.re- 


ported that the land had beenggold for so much, 
and the court decreed that Miky ’s mortgage of 


| €1,000.should be paid, and that the balance, af- 
 terwards ascertained to be £2,400, should be paid 


That 
was a final proceeding; but the. then purchaser 
never took title, and never paid the money. ` His 


| pretext for not doing it was, that the title was dis- 


puted. It turned out that there was a claim set 


! up to it, but that the claim was utterly worthless; 


and it was proved to be se at the end. 


Mr. BELL. That was. finally settled in. 1840, 


‘| or thereabouts. 


Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL, General Greene was dead during 
the whole period of this travsaction. The act.of 
Congress- for his relief was passed in 1792. it 
was based upon that decree for the sale of this 
land; and the sum to which he was entitled. under 
that originel decrees £2,406, was excepted out of 
the indemnity allowed him at that time, not one 
centof which did hia heirs ever receive except 


$2,000. 
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Mr- EVANS. -Ithink it was something: less 
than $2,000. i E DE 
oMr. BELL: On the finalsettlement of the case: 
in 1840, it appeared that, at that late period, his 
estate was only. entitled to nearly. $2,000. out, of 
that-fund. The major part weatto pay a priorlien. 
Wow, the honorable Senator says that General 
Greene was not the surety of the Government, 
and the Government. is not. legally responsible, 
because he was only security foran Army oficer; 
for, example, the comtnissary of. purchases, or 
whoever:was authorized to furnish supplies to the 
Army: General:Greene became his surety upon 
what I understand to be an indisputed fact, that 
without his name the purchases could not have 
been:made. That is admitted. 

Mre EVANS. : That is the evidence. : 

Mr: BELL. As the Senator suggests, that is 
proved by:the evidence, yet now the assumption 
is, that this was no debt of the Government, and 
it is upon. that legal technicality that the claim for 
interest: is resisted. ; 

Sir, I do not know whether the honorable Sen- 
ator from South Carolina is acquainted with the 
sacrifices which were made by General Greene; 
but I understand they were very great; and the 
other day, I heard great praise bestowed in this 
Chamber on the liberality and generosity of South 
Carolina to General Greene, in consequence of his 
military services in. the South.. As I understand 
the case, every cent of the bounty allowed him in 
1792. was swept away to pay this surety debt to 
the Government of the United States—not to the 
Government directly, but to the officer of the 
Government; who otherwise would not have been 
able to purchase the supplie! necessary for the 
support of the Army. It is true that General 
Greene was not the surety of the Government, 
but the surety of the proper officer of the Govern- 
ment, andit is not denied that, without his becom- 
ing responsible for those purchases, they could 
not have been made. : 

Now, sir, under these circumstances, will the 
Senate say that they regard this as an ordinary 
claim against the Government? When the repre- 
sentatives of General Greene first presented their 
claim in 1792, the Government recognized its jus- 
tice,and made, as was then supposed, ample pro- 
vision for its payment, It turned out, however, 
thatit was not sufficient. The question is, whether 
you will pay interest for the sacrifices made of 
General Greene’s property in 1794, or whether 
you will put thig in the ordinary class of claims, 
and say that the Government is always able to 
pay its debts, and should pay no interést, That 
is the issue. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I shall vote 
with a great deal of pleasure for adding to the 
amount mentioned in this bill the interest pro- 
posed to be granted by theamendment. Tor one, 
sir, f shall not stop to inquire whether it can be 
claimed upon strict. technical principles, such as 
would be enforced in courts of law or in courts of 
equity. It is sufficient for me to know that the 
original sum is an equitable demang; that, in my 
opinion, the Government ought never to have 
allowed General Greene to incur one penny of 
expenditure, or sustain one penny of loss, on ac- 
count of the particular responsibility which he had 
assumed. This is no ordinary claim. It is a 
claim for no ordinary person. Who was General 
Greene, sir? Wega, sir, he wasa man who ought 
to be held dear tothe hearts of every portion of 
the American people. Coming from the extreme 
northeast, and leading our armies in the most 
trying and arduous period of the Revolution, 
through the southern country, he has, by his ser- 
vices, shed a glory upon the whole country, and 
illustrated his military career with a distinction 
second only to that of Washington. ’ 

Now, sir, when this question is moved, shall 
we trouble. ourselves, in making full and ample 
remuneration and indemnity, by inquiring about 
„precedents? Are we afraid that cages of this char- 
acter will arise in such. numbers as to bankrupt 
the Treasury? Sir, we need have no fear of that 
kind. When will you have again such a man as 
General. Greene before you, through -his repre- 
sentatives and children, to ask anything of this 
Government?) We shall not have such a man 
once ina century. I hope the Senate will vote 
not only the principal, but the interest; that they 
will.say at once, “ We do not settle with him or 
his children as would a Shylock; we do not un- 


Ld 


dertake to insist on applying to him what.may ‘be 
the rules we should apply to ordinary men who 
traffic. with the Government for purposes of pecu- 
niary advantage or profit; but we settle with him: 
in a spirit of grateful liberality, to which his de- 
voted patriotism and. glorious services eminently 
entitle him, and make up to his family, by a full 
and generous indemity, all. the losses which he 
or they have sustained.”’? The casestands free of 
all difficulty in regard to precedent. It is by itself. 
It has no-parallel in the past, and it will have none 
in the future. ldo hope, therefore, that the Sen- 
ate will add the interest to the principal. sum men- 
tioned in the:bill; and clear the escutcheon of the 
nation from the stain of leaving anything unpaid 
to which this gallant chieftain, this noble patriot 
and benefactor of his country, through his chil- 
dren, may be supposed to have any species of 
claim, 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. President, I would be 
among the last to depreciate, in the slightest de- 
gree, the debt of gratitude which we owe to Gen- 
eral Greene; but the only question here is, whether 
we shall depart, in this case, from the uniform 
practice upon which our legislation has proceeded ? 
General Greene’s representatives. knew many 
years ago that they had not gotihismoney. They 
made no effort to getit.. In the mean time the 
money was lying in the Treasury. This, there- 
fore, sò far as Í can comprehend, is like all other 
cases where demands exist against the Govern- 
ment. I take the rule to be, (and it is that rule 
upon which the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims has acted,) that a valid claim against the 
Government is like a debt payable on demand „and 
that, until the demand is made, it does not bear 
interest. Now, this debt, which was originally 
about $10,000, according to the computation con- 
tained in the memorial which was presented, in- 
cluding interest, amounts to $58,000. 1f the Sen- 
ate are prepared to establish a new rule, very 
well. If they are disposed to adhere to the old 
one, I am willing to vote for the bill as it is. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, ! rise merely to 
say to my friend from South Carolina, that the 
proposition to pay interest in this case is not with- 
out precedent. [tis not two years since, in set- 
tling with the heirs of De Neuffville, a German 
merchant, who made advances to the Government 
during the Revolution, we went back and paid in- 
terest. from the day when the money was loaned, 
to the period of settlement—an interval of more 
than seventy-five years. That bill passed both 
Houses, and De Neuffville’s heirs got the money. 
The interest was nearly five times as much as the 
principal. That was as much like this as two 
cases can be like each other—except that General 
Greene paid as our security, and the other man 
advanced the money out of his own pocket. 

Mr. BADGER, Will my friend allow me to 
suggest another difference? General Greene was 
a native, and the other was a foreigner. 

Mr. BROWN. There is another difference too, 
Į will say to my friend from South Carolina. 
When De Neuffville made advances, he did so for 
profit. He was a speculator on the Government, 
but still it was an accommodation to our fore- 
fathers to get the money, even on those terms. Yet, 
seventy-five years afterwards, when three quarters 
of a century had passed away, one of his heirs 
in the third or. fourth generation came here and 
asked interest at the hands of Congress. Con- 
gress passed a bill allowing it. There was scarcely 
adispute in the Senate about it; and the whole 
sum, principal and interest, was paid over. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Probably they did not know 
interest was to be paid. 

Mr. BROWN. They did know it. They first 
passed a separate bill for the payment of the prin- 
cipal, and then, not feeling that they had done 
justice, they went to work the next year and 
passed a bill allowing the interest. I know all 
about it, because the claim came here from my 
own State. 

Now, I wish to know if we are going to deal 
less justly with a native born American, who, as 
has been said by the honorable Senator from North 
Carolina, occupied the next most conspicuous 
place in the army to General Washington him- 
self? - Are we going to deal Jess liberally with his 
heirs than we have with the heirs of a foreign 
German banker? { thought it was right to pay 
De Neuffville’s heirs, and to-pay them interest. 
I think it is infinitely more right to pay the heirs 


of General Greene; principal and interest. I 
would not-even cut.them off with six percent. : I 
would pay them liberally. F have no idea that 
there are ever going to. be any more General 
Greenes, though the Government should last for 
two thousand years. You may have plenty of- 
Greens, but you will have no more Nat. Greenes, 

Mr. DIXON. I was a member of the commit- 
tee that reported this bill to the Senate, and | con- 
curred in reporting the bill as it.stands, although 
I confess. I believed at the time, as I now believe, 
that interest ought to be allowed for the whole 
period. - In assenting to the report as made, I was ` 
influenced solely by the consideration that the 
Government had not been in the habit of allowing 
interest on such ‘claims. I have considered the 
matter now, and I have brought my judgment to 
the conclusion, in accordance with the feelings of 
my own heart, that I cannot, merely on the ground 
that the Government has failed to do justice in 
other cases, refuse to do justice in this case which 
appeals so loudly to the sense of right of the coun- 
try. ° 
Gir, there is a bill pending in the Senate by 
which it is proposed that we shall make donations 
of the public lands to those who have no claims 
whatever upon our bounty. By that bill we are 
to give to all the persons who come from a dis- 
tance, from foreign countries, quarter sections of. 
land, merely upon consideration that they will 
settle upon them, though they have no. claims 
whatever on our bounty. When those who as- 
sisted in achieving the independence of our coun- 
try, who expended their fortunes in a cause, dear 
not only to the American. people, but to the 
world=-making sacrifices such as no men, perhaps, 
under any circumstances, made before—appeal to 
the Congress of the United States, or when their 
heirs appeal to the Congress of the United States 
to do them justice, to remunerate them for the 
losses which they sustained in that great struggle 
for human liberty, we turn coldly from them, and 
say, we ought not to do this, because it has not 
been the practice of the Government to do it. If 
this Government has been in the habit of doing 
wrong, if it has. been in the habit of withholding 
what it ought to have given, it is time that: 3 
should change its policy; it is time that it should 
act on high principles of justice. I will therefore 
vote for the amendment to allow interest. = ° > 

Mr. EVANS. 1 have no particular wishes 
about this matter, but as one of the committee, I 
have reported this bill as I have reported all others. 
If, however, the Senate are prepared to establish 
a different rule, I only desire.to say, that I have 
four or five cases which should be made to conform 
to it, and in which interest ought to be allowed, 
if it be allowed here. : 

The question being taken; upon a division there 
was found to be no quorum voting. 

Mr. BROWN. lask for the yeas and nays. 
I am desirous that the bill shall pass to-day, and 
I know Senators are about the Capitol, and can 
soon be brought in, 

Mr, STUART. I think that if the Senator 
from Tennessee will withdraw his amendment, we 
ean easily pass the bill. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will suggest to my friend 
from Tennessee that persistance in his amend- 
ment will only endanger, if not defeat, the passage 
of the billin the House. It will lead to discussion, 
and that is enough of itself to defeat the bill in the 
House. 

Mr. BELL. The sum proposed to be given by 
the bill as it now stands, will. bea mere trifle when 
distributed among all the heirs of General Greenes 
but if interest be allowed, they will each get.some- 
thing handsome. It isa case in which what would 
now be considered as a large estate, has been sac- 
rificed. I do not think that in justice I can con- 
sent to yield my amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BADGER. I beg leave to add a single 
observation on this subject, which has been sug- 
gested to my mind by the remarks of my friend 
from Mississippi. It is very remarkable in the 
history of this country, what discriminations we 
make between our own citizens and foreigners; 
and those discriminations are always made ad“ 
versely to our own people. My friend has pointed 
to one case in which seventy-five years’ Interest 
was allowed to-a foreign banker, who advanced 
moneys for purposes of profitable speculation to 
the Government during the Revolution. Now, 


“> sir, I wish to call your attention, and that of the 


“> believe the foundation of it was, that he had fur- 


° . which suffered old General St. Clair to sink into | 


1854. 
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Senate, to two remarkable cases in our history. 
© W hen General Lafayette came to this country, 
Congress at once got up ‘a bill for his relief. I 


soldiers in the Revolutionary war. We first 
granted to him $200,000 in stock, bearing five per 
~ cent. interest, and then, as a mere gratuity, voted | 
“to him two townships of land, I think, to be se- 
lected by the President of the United States. We 
gave him, I suppose, in round numbers, a half a 
million in money and in lands. About the same | 
time, we had the only surviving general officer of | 
the Revolution, old General St. Clair, in extreme | 
old age, in utter destitution and poverty, his 
daughters earning a precarious subsistence at the 
` wash-tub, beseeching Congress for some relief, in 
his declining years, from the pressure of age, dis- 
ease, and poverty. For years that venerable old 
man’s thin white hairs were driven about by the 
north winds of this bleak Capitol of the nation, |! 
while he was endeavoring to urge, to beg, some 
provision from a reluctant Congress; and finally, |i 
some few months, if 1 recollect aright, before his 
death, Congress, who had presented $500,000 in 
money and Jands, toa foreigner who had aided 
` in the revolutionary struggle, were stimulated, in 
their great desire to remember and reward the rev- 
olutionary services of our own people, so far as to 
vote to that old patriot and soldier a pension of 
sixty dollars a month from the time the act passed 


£ | 
nished some money to buy shoes for some of our 
| 
| 


and sealed up a just commentary upon the dis- 
criminating spirit with which we reward those of 
our own native citizens who serve us, by his sink- 
ing into the grave. 

Mark you, Mr. President, I wish it to be un- 
derstood, I say not one word either against the 
amount or the propriety of the grant that was made 
to General Lafayette; far from it. All that was | 
right. It only becomes wrong when it is placed 
in contrast with the hard-hearted penuriousness 


to his death, which event closed his mortal career, | 
j 


the grave in penury, with his'daughters exposed 
to the greatest hardships, and suffering under the 
greatest difficulties that poverty could bring upon |j 


|i amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 


i in Committee of the Whole, resumed the comsid- 


| eration of the bill. 
| It appropriates $1,181 16 to the Utica Steam 


| Woolen Company, of Utica, in the State of New || 


York, in full of their account for interest on 
goods furnished to the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment. 

In 185], the company made a contract with G. 
H. Crossman, quartermaster, in behalf of the 
United States, to furnish certain broadcloths, to be 
used for making clothing for the Army, and that 
they were to be paid from time to time, as the 
goods’ were delivered. The contract was fulfilled 
by the company; but, by reason of the late period 
at which the appropriation bills for that year were 
passed, the money was not ready until some time 
after the delivery of the cloths. The claim is for 
interest on the principal sum, from the time of the 
delivery of the goods, when the money, by the 
terms of the contract, became payable, to the time 


| when the payment was actually made. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
a 


i 


third time, and passed. 


FOURTH OF JULY. 
Mr. EVANS obtained the floor. 
Mr. BADGER. I will ask my friend from 


| South Carolina just at this moment to allow me to 


make a suggestion which | think will produce no 
discussion or difficulty, and to submit a motion 
founded upon it. Itis known by the Senate that 
Tuesday next will be the fourth of July. ttis 
understood that we shall meet to-morrow for the 
purpose of given the Senator from Texas [Mr. 
Hovsron] an opportunity of making some per- 
sonal explanation. lt seems to me, therefore, 
that it would be a great deal better if the Senate 
should now come to an order, that when we ad- 
journ to-morrow it shall b> to meet on Wednes- 
day next, so as to adjourn over the fourth of 
July. Itisnot worth while to meet here on Mon- 
day todo that. We cannot adjourn from now 


| until Wednesday. 


Mr. SLIDELL. Why not meet on Monday? 
Mr. BADGER. We can, but why do i? 


i Gentlemen are disposed to go off for two or three 


them, and from which an ungrateful country re- 
fused to relieve either him or them. 

Now, sir, we have presented here another ex- |) 
ample. 
with a view to make profit, and we paid seventy- 
five years interest upon it. General Greene incur- 
red losses without any view to profit. Sir, profit 
had no place in hisspeculations. Profit to himself 
entered not into his dealings with his country. 
It was her independence, her honor, her interest, 
which he sought, with a generous self-devotion, 
to advance by exposing in her cause life, and 
fortune, and all that was dear to him; and now 
will the Senate say, ‘* we will settle with his chil- 
dren on the principles of a miser; will cut short 


De Neuffville advanced a sum of money |; by meeting here on Monday 


| “Mr. WELLER. I shall be compelled to dis- 
| appoint my honorable friend from North Caro- 
i lina by interposing an objection to the reception 
of his motion. l think it cannot be entertained 
except by unanimous consent. I think we ought 
i to meet on Monday to transact business. I am 
| anxious to go through with that.. I know of no 
| reason why we cannot transact business on Mon- 
| day as well as any other day. Ishall be opposed 


indemnity against loss, and while that interest is 
asked for a period of time short in comparison 
with the period for which we allowed interest to 
aforeign banker dealing with us for pecuniary | 
profit.” Well, sir, we may do this,and possibly 
it may be allright; but, to my understanding, if 
we should do it, the cases will stand to our dis- 
grace in irreconcilable hostility. 

The question being taken on the amendment | 
by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 24, nays 9; as 
follows: 

¥YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bell, 
Brown, Clay, Dixon, Fessenden, Fish, Geyer, Gillette, 
Gwin, Johnson, Jones of Juwa, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, 
Rockwell, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of Ken- 
tucky, Wade, and Weiler—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Brodhead, Chase, Dodge of ; 
Towa, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Norris, Slidell, and Williams—9. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment. was concurred in. 
as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third. time, and passed. : 


UTICA STEAM WOOLEN COMPANY. 


Mr. FISH. Iask the Senate to take up the 
bill, from the House of Representatives, ‘‘for the 
relief of the Utica Steam Woolen Company,” | 
which I think will not give rise to a word of de- |; 
bate, and to which I presume there will be no |; 
objection whatever. || 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


The bill || 


So the amendment was agreed to. | 
i 
| 
il 
t 
| 
i 
i 
i 
5 
i 


days, and we shall find ourselves without a quo- 
rum. I submit the motion, therefore, that when 


| the Senate adjourns to-morrow, it be to meet on 
| Wednesday next. We shall accomplish nothing 


' to sitting on Tuesday, of course, that being our 


| 
| 
the allowance to him which is necessary to a fall i politica 
i 
| 
| 
| 


l Sabbath. . 
Mr. BADGER. All I have to say is, that, as 
| everybody here knows, personally, I have no 
solicitude about it. But I know there are gentle- 
i men re who are desirous of going away.and 
| taking two or three days of consecutive relaxa- 
tion during this exceedingly hot weather. To 
| compel them to come here on Monday, for the 


| 
| 
ii purpose of adjourning over from Monday to 
| Wednesday, is, in my opinion, a needless impo- 
t 
t 
| 
I 
1 
i 


| sition on them. ` I will tell my friend from Cali- 
! fornia that he will find himself without a quorum 
| on Monday. 

Subsequently, Mr. BADGER said: I wish the 
| Senator from California would be kind enough to 


withdraw his objection to my motion. 


Mr. WELLER. As usual, f find it utterly 


i| impossible to resist the appeal of the Senator from 


North Carolina. f shall be compelled to with- 
draw my objection. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

LE CAZE AND MALLET. 

On the motion of Mr. EVANS, the bill for the 
Í relief of Frederick Vincent, administrator of 
James Le Caze, survivor of Le Caze & Mallet, 
; was read a second time,and considered as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. 
| It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Frederic Vincent, as administrator, 
$4,896 82, which gum appears to be due to James 
Le Caze on the books of the Treasury, for ad- 


vances made to the Government of the United | 


States in 1783; dnd to pay’ him interest:.onthat 
sum atthe rate of six per cent: per annum, from" 
December. 31, 1846,-when his- claim’ Awas -pre~ 
sented to. Congress. es Pes S ; 

Mr. EVANS. í move to strike out.of:the bill 
the words ‘‘ at the rate of six per cent. perannum 
from the 31st day of December, 1846, when his. 
claim was presented to Congress,” and insert: 
“from the time he advanced the money,’’'so. as. 
to allow. the interest from that time. Perhaps it? 
is necessary that I should make a short statement 
in regard to the case. ee 

Le Caze and Mallet were French gentlemen,” 
who lived in the city of Philadelphia, ‘and who 
were merchants. They sold large quantities of 
tobacco and cotton to the Government, and ad=: 
vanced large sums of money.’ At the conclusion’ 
of the war, their account was settled at the Treags- 
ury; and the sum mentioned as due to: them 
stands to their credit on the books of the Treasury: 
until this day. It never has-been paid—never has 
been attended to. One of these parties died; and 
thé other, before there was any regular Govern- 
ment, or any chance of getting paid, went to the. 
West Indies, where he had an estate. There he 
was killed in the first insurrection in the Island of 
St. Domingo. The consequence was, that there 
was nobody here to present the claim. It was’ 
unknown to ‘the family inthe West Indies until 
arecent day. The administrator now ‘applies for: 
payment. If interest is to be paid ‘upon a debt 
not demanded until recently—if that principal “bë 
conceded as just, I do not see why it should not 
be done in this case, : . 

Mr. FITZPATRICK called for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment; but they were not or- 
dered. ; 

Mr. SLIDELL. As I understand the Senator 
from South Carolina, no demand has ever been 
made upon the Government for the amount. If 
it has not been paid, it has been the fault of the 
parties, and there is nothing in the character of 
these men which appeals to the sympathies of the: 
Senate. Really, itseerns tome we should be estab- 
lishing a most dangerous principle by giving inter- 
est in this case. Í shall be under the necessity of 
asking for the yeas and nays upon the amendment 
if it is insisted upon. EE cage EE aS 

Mr. EVANS. Let'the report of the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims be read. 5 0o 05 

The report was read. From it, it‘appears that 
Le Caze & Mallet were merchants of Philadel- 
phia. In the year 1783 the Government had deal- 
ings with them to the amount of $75,584 74. 
This amount was settled by the then Superin- 
tendent of Finance, and a balance was stated in 
their favor of $4,890 82. This’ settlement and 
balance were entered on the books of the Treas- 
ury of that date, and afterwards transferred tothe 
books of the Treasury in the year 1794, after the 
present Government went into operation.“ ; 

Before any provision had been made for liqui- 
dating and funding the public debt, Mallet died, 
and Le Caze, the surviving partner, whilst on'a 
visit to his ‘plantation, in the Island of St, Do- 


| mingo, was massacred in. the insurrection which 


broke out in 1789. During the general insurrec- > 
tion in 1793, his family escaped from the island 
and settled in Norfolk, in Virginia. There was 
no administration on the estate of Le Caze, until 
the year 1844, when Frederic Vincent, a relative 
of Le Caze’s family, took out ‘letters of adminis» 
tration in Philadelphia, until which time itislikely 
the existence of the evidence. of this debt ‘was un- 
known to the family of Le Caze. i 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, Itis very obvious 
to every Senator that there is. not a quorum pres- 
ent. There are but twenty-three Senators on the 
floor. 1 move, therefore; that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I hope not. I hope the 
Senator from South Carolina will withdraw his 
proposed amendment; and, if the Senate is not 
disposed to go on with private bills, | suggest that 
I have had the floor for the last week on the indi- 
gent insane bill. This is very hot weather, and 
{do not know that the speech will last much longer. 
Mr. EVANS. 1 believe, on the whole, it may 
be better not to risk the bill by pressing the amend- 
ment, though I have a strong prepossesston on 
my mind that interest should be allowed. . 1: there- 
fore withdraw the amendment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee withdraw his motion? y 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes air. 


Jun 


e 30. 


The. bill.was.. reported. to. the Senate: without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed. for a third 
_Yeading,-read a third time; and passed, 

s MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.. 

“A mèssage was receivèd from the House of Rep- 
reséniatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, an- 

nouncing that they had passed a joint resolution 


to correcta clerical error in the act approved Jurie. 


99,1854, to authorize a register to be issued to the 
steamer El Paraguay bya new name; and ` 
A billfor the relief of H.B. Rowan, of Louis- 
iana, o n $ 
Cie ni. FRANCISCO- LOPE URRIZA. 
.On-the-motion-of Mr. WELLER, the Senate, 
asin Committee of the Whole, resumed. the con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Francisco. Lope 
Urriza. : : 
{jt is designed to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury.to payto Francisco Lope Urriza, $10,250 as 
full) compensation for the value of the schooner 
- Julia,improperly seized while lying at La Paz on 
the 18h of September, 1846, by Commander S. F.. 
Dupont, of the. United States Navy. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, : 
Mr. ALLEN. 
like,to hear it read. 
Mr. WELLER, There is one made by my- 
self from the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The: report was read, from which it appears 
that-the petitioner seeks: from this Government 
remuneration. and: indemnity for certain losses 
alleged to have been sustained by him in Lower 
California in 1846 and. 1848, while that territory 


If there is:a report, I should 


was in the military possession and under the pro- |! 


tection of the United States. 

: Lhe first item is the value of the schooner 
Julia, seized by Commander S. F. Dupont, of the 
United States Navy, while lying dismantled at La 
Paz, on the 18th of September, 1846, and subse- 
quently on the 24th of June, 1847, condemned as 
a lawful prize, and.ordered to be sold by Alcalde 
Waler Colton, aa judge of the United States 
court of admiraliy at Monterey. 

Second, for $1,600, the value of a lot of cotton 
yarn. deposited in the house of Don Francisco 
Palacia de Micanda, in La Paz, and destroyed by 
the Mexican forces in an attack upon the town, 
on the 16ch of November, 1848. _ 

Third, for $3,287, the amount, of arrearages 
alleged. to be due him for pay as a retired lieuten- 
apt. colonel of the Mexican army, lost. by his 
espousing the American cause. 

Fourth, for $5,000, the alleged value of the 
Island San José, which he was compelled to aban- 
don after the restoration of Lower California to 
Mexico, under. the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

In regard to the first item, there is no evidence 
to show. that the schooner Julia had ever been en- 
gaged in the service of the enemy. On the con- 
trary, itis proven that she had been employed in 

eaceful commerce between La Paz and Mazatlan, 

‘hat while lying at La Paz, in a dismantled con- 
dition, without either flag or sails, on the 18th of 
September, 1846, she was seized by Commander 
S: F. Dupont, of the United States Navy, used as 
a tender for some months, and on the 24th of June, 
1847, condemned, and-ordered to be sold as a law- 
ful prize, by Alcalde Colton. 

It is further proved that Commodore Sloat, then 
commanding the naval forces of the United States 
on the Pacific coast, had, prior to the seizure, (on 
the Tth of July, 1846,) issued a proclamation to the 
citizens of California, in which he pledged fall and 
ample protection, both of person and property, 
to such of them as should lay down their arms, 
and either espouse the cause of the United States 
or remain neutral in the contest. Upon the issu- 


ing of that proclamation, the petitioner at once | 


became an active partisan in our ranks, and iden- 
tified himself with our cause; and further, the 
schooner Julia was, at the time of seizure, the 
property of the petitioner, and of the value of 
$10,250. ‘These facts are‘fully established by the 
testimony of American officers, who were privy 
to the transaction.. Under these circumstances, 
it is clear that the schooner was not properly sub- 
ject to seizure. And besides, the United States 
not having established a court of admiralty at 
Monterey, the decision of Alcalde Colton, con- 
demning and ordering the vessel to be sold, was 
wholly unauthorized and illegal. ‘This item is 
therefore allowed. 


The cotton yarn. for which compensation is 
claimed, as shown by the evidence, was, when 
déstroyed, deposited in a private house not occu- 
pied by our troops for military purposes at the 
time it was burnt; nor does it appear that it had 
been previously so occupied. .In no case has a 
claim of this character ever been allowed to our 
own citizens. : 

As to the arrearages of pay due to the petitioner 
asea retired lieutenant colonel in.the Mexican 
army, and forfeited by his taking side against his 


-own country, upon no principle of. justice or 
national morality recognized by this Government | 


can this item be allowed. 


In regard to the fourth item, without entering | 


into a consideration of the question how far a 
naval commander in an enemy ’s country can, by 
his proclamation, bind. this Government, it is 
believed that the protection promised by Commo- 
dore Sloat to the citizens of California, in his 
proclamation of the 7th July, 1846, referred alone 
to Upper California, and therefore cannot apply 
to any rights of property in the island in question, 
it being an appendage of Lower California, which, 
under the treaty above mentioned, still remained 
as a part of Mexico. This item, therefore, is not 
allowed. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
and nays upon the engrossment of the bill. 
very evident to me that if the officer who seized 


I mean to ask for the yeas 


that vessel acted without some just cause, or if he : 


seized her illegally, and if the alcalde had no juris- 
diction as an admiralty court, the officer was 
responsible in damages for the personal injury 
done to the party. If the officer, under a mistaken 
impression of his duty, seized this vessel, a suit 


could have been brought againsthim by the party ‘| 


who would have been entitled to redress. Whether 


the officer acted in good faith or not, if he had no | 
authority to seize the vessel, the owner could in | 
that way have been remunerated. But lam un- ; 


willing, as the party did not venture to make his 


claim where he might have made it, to take the | 
ex parte evidence which he brings forward on which | 


to base his claim upon the Government. 1 ask 


for the yeas and nays upon the engrossment of | 
| the bill. 


Mr. WELLER. I think it a very hard case 
that this bill should be defeated by the opposition 
of the Senator from Delaware. It is very obvious 
that there is not a quorum now present; and if the 
yeas and nays are taken on the passage of the 
bill, it must inevitably produce an adjournment 
without final action upon it. l undertake to say, 
that if that Senator will take the trouble to look 
into the testimony in the case, he will be satisfied 
that the Committee on Foreign Relations have 
acted properly in reporting the bill. There were 
four different items in the claimant’s account. 


The Committee on Foreign Relations considered |; 
that but one of them was a proper charge against | 
This vessel was seized, as we | 
are satisfied from the proof, without authority of | 
She was not a proper subject of which to; 


the Government. 


law. 
make a prize. She was carried to Monterey, and 


there Alcalde Colton, claiming to be an, admi- | 


ralty court, under the laws of the United States, 
proceeded to condemn the vessel, and she wa 
sold. ithink the Senator from Delaware, if h 


| will take the trouble to look into the testimony, | 
will be satisfied that the Committee on Foreign | 
i Relations have not erred in this particular; and I 


think it is due to this claimant that, before the 
Senator undertakes to reverse the action of a com- 


| mittee of the Senate, he should put himself to the 


trouble of investigating the case. 


I have in the report, very briefly, it is true, | 
recapitulated the testimony as it was produced | 


before the committee. he testimony was ample 
that this vessel had never been used for any war- 
like purposes. She was engaged in peaceable 
commerce between the ports of La Paz and Ma- 


zatian; and while lying in the former, without any | 
flag to designate her national character, she was 
seized by an American officer, used fora long : 


period as a transport vessel, and afterwards taken 
to Monterey and condeinned by Alcalde Colton 


without any authority of law. There is a record | 


of the case. You will find that it isa regular con- 


| demnation: “ The United States court of admi- 
j| ralty, in 1847, at the city of Monterey. 
| need not tell the Senate that there was no United 


> 


Now, I 


States court of admiralty there having jurisdiction 
of this case, even if the vessel had been a proper 


ftis | 


subject for prize. .. Therefore, the committee came 

to the conclusion, under ali the circumstances of. 
the case, (and inasmuch as it is proved by the 

testimony. of all the American officers that the 

claimant was one of the most active and efficient 

men, upon the American. side during the progress 

of the difficulties upon the Pacific coast; he had 

at one time been taken prisoner, and his life for- 

feited, and it was by a bare accident that he made. 
his escape from the Mexican officer after he had. 
been ordered to be shot,) that he was entitled to 

that portion of his claim. : 

| Mr. BAYARD. Before the honorable Senator 

! undertakes to censure me for my course, he ought | 
| to understand the objection which 1 have made, | 
! l say that, on the face of the report, without re- 

| gard to the evidence, according to my judgment of 
| the principle which should. govern the action of 
tthe Senate, the bill ought to be rejected. The 

i principle is this: I have never yet heard that the 

i 

| 

! 


‘Government of the United States, or any other 
i Government, recognized its liability for the illegal 
acts either of its naval cr. military officers. The 
basis on which this claim must be paid is, that, 
upont illegally seized the vessel of 
| the claimant. Now, sir, if he did it illegally, the 
{claimant has his remedy against him, The com- 
| mittee report that this admiralty court had no 
| jurisdiction. If it had not, then its proceedings 
[were wholly coram non judicé, and the Govern- 
ment would not defend the officer, but the. officer, 
would be liable to the party for the damages. done, 
But who ever heard before of a Government being 
liable for every illegal act of seizure committed by. 
its officers?. The Government reserves to itself 
the discretion, when an officer, in the performance 
of his functions, makes a mistake under circum-. 
stances in which he becomes personally liable, 
and a suit is brought against him, to remunerate 
the officer; but L know of no case in which it 
interposes to relieve the claimant, If the claim- 
‘ant hag been injured, he has his right. of suit 
against the individual who. did the illegal act. ` 

That is the ground on which I oppose this bill, 
| without going into the facts at all. The allegation 
on which the report is founded is, that the vessel, 
which was the property of the party, was illegally 
|| seized by Commander Dupont, and confiscated by 
a pretended admiralty court. If these proceed- 
ings were all illegal, the parties who performed 
them were unquestionably personally liable in an 
action or suit at law to the claimant. Why does 
he not press it? Ifa recoyery was had against the 
| oficer of the United States, and he could show 
that the act was committed under the emergencies 
of war, and by a mistaken opinion of his duty, it 
/ would be a question for us whether we should re- 
| lieve him; but I deny the right of the claimant to 
claim payment from us on any principles of which’ 
I know, according to the facts stated by the com- 
mittee themselves. I cannot perceive what the 
subsequent part which the man took in the strug- 
gle in California has to do with the question, 
though I confess such things are very often thrown 
in here. aad a 

And further, sir, in judging of the case I judge 
of itas I should of a case in private life. Senas 
tors are fond of making an appeal to the analogies 
between the transactions of individuals with the 
Government, and transactions between individuals 
and individuals. In judging of transactions be- 
tween individuals, if one person were to present 
against another four claims three of which were 
so palpably baseless*and ‘void, if I may say so, 
of all pretensions toa claim as those which the 
committee have rejected, what would “be the in- 
ference in regard to a party who could ‘be so 
biased by his interest, anc: have: so little regard 
for justice, as to present'claims which, on a bare 
inspection, would be rejected? Surely it would 
not enhance the character of the other claim. 

It is, however, sir, on principle that I object to the 
bill. Lam willing to take the réport of the com- 
mittee; it is unnecessary to investigate the facts. 
Isay that I know of no principle on which to jus- 
|i tify the allowance of this claim. The case of 
Colonel Mitchell, which occurred here some time 
i} ago, is one which illustrates what I have already 
"i said. The Government, after a recovery. was 
| had against its officer, interposed to. save that of- 
i ficer; whether rightly, in that case, is not the 
i question. hat is the ground whichit took. The 

basis of the allegation here, that the act on. the part 
J of the officer of the United States ‘was illegal,.can 
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rupted possession of the land for seventeen years 


be supported before this body in no proper mode, 


except by showing that a suit has been recovered || —oaly three years less than the time required by | 


the act of 1851. The fact that the chain of title 


against the officer. Thatis my view of the ques- > 
to them is not complete, is not material to the Gov- 


tion. i 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. BAYARD. Then I suppose I can get a 
division, Í 


| confirmed to the claimants, whoever they may be? 
| The petitioners have had possession long enough to 

The question was put; and, on a division, there |} hold it by preémption against individuals, and the 
was not a quorum voting. | bill is so framed as to amount to a relinquishment 

Mr. STUART. That disposes of the question || of title only on the part of the Government; so 
to-day. I move that the Senate adjourn. . || that, if any other claimants have a better title to 

Mr. SLIDELL. lI ask the indulgence of the || 
Senate to take up and pass another bill. | 1 £ 

Mr. STUART. Iam willing to withdraw my | The bill was reported to the Senate without 
motion, if we can get a quorum. f r i 

Mr. SLIDELL. If there be n least abjection || reading, read a third time, and passed. 
to my bill, I shall be willing to let it go over. |! SALE OF RESERVED LANDS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Apams.) Mr. MALLORY. oe 
The bill which is now before the Senate must be || 
disposed of before another can be taken up. | 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move to postpone it until | 
to-morrow. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Let it be postponed by 
unanimous consent. j 

Mr. WELLER. I donot wish to interpose 
any objection 

Mr. BAYARD. Can the Senate proceed with |i 
business without a quorum? 

Mr. WELLER. I believe I have the floor, 
and I trust the Senator will allow me to proceed. 
I desire to say that I have, of course, no disposi- 
tion to obstruct the business of the Senate. A |i 
number of my friends around me are anxious to || 
get up other bills; but, at the same time, I do not 
very much like to be compelled to yield to the 
Senator from Delaware, when I am satisfied that | 
his opposition is groundless: 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
suggest to the Senator from California that it ap- || 
pears there isnot a quorum present. No business 
can be done until a quorum be in attendance. The 
bill is still before the Senate, and no other busi- 
ness can be transacted until it be disposed of. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 move that its further con- | 
sideration be postponed until to-morrow. F shall || 
then endeavor to press it, notwithstanding the op- || The motion was agreed to; and 
position of the Senator from Delaware. i The Senate adjourned. 
i 


will not occupy the attention of the Senate for 
more than a minute. Itisa bill to “authorize the 


is of great interest to my State. 
there will be no dispute about it; I therefore ask 


it now, ; 
There was no objection, and the bill was read 


| of the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. 
It had beeñ reported from the Committee on 


db 


Mr. MALLORY. I stated that it was not, and 
therefore asked that it might be taken up by gen- 


of it. It has been prepared at the Department. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Jt was taken 
| up by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BAYARD. It is well known that there is 
not a quorum present. 
and nays on the bill. 


The motion to postpone was agreed to. i 


WILLIAM H. AND’ ROBERT HENDERSON. fF 


The bill to confirm the claim of William H. |! 
Henderson and the heirs of Robert Henderson to 
five hundred acres of land in the Bastrop grant, | 
was read a second time; and, on motion by Mr. |! 
Suen, the Senate, as in Committee of the i The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Whole, proceeded to its consideration. f UNITED STATES ARMORIES. 

It proposes to confirm to W, H. Henderson |; Mr. DICKINSON. I ask the unanimous con- 
and the-heirs of Robert Henderson, of the parish || sent of the House to offer, from the select com- 
of Morehouse, Louisiana, their claim to five hun- |! 
dred acres of land, in the prairie of Jefferson, on | 
which the heirs reside, as represented in the re- 
port of the register and receiver of the land office 
at Monroe, in their report of July 30, 1852, and 
to direct that a patent issue to them after a legal 
survey, duly returned; butethe act is to be con- 
strued only as a relinquishment of title on the part 
of the United States, and is not to affect the claims 
of other persons, if there be any. 

The petitioners claimed five hundred acres of 
lend in the Bastrop grant, in Louisiana, under the 
provisions of the act of the 3d of March, 1851, 
for the adjustment of land claims in that grant, 
and presente! their claim to the board of commis- 
sioners provided for by that act. It was not rec- 
ommended for confirmation, because it did not 
come strictly within the provisions of the act from 
which they derived their powers. It is No. 7 of 
the first class of claims in their report, and is sub- 
mitted to the further consideration of Congress, 
because, while, under the principles of the law, |) 
they were forced to report against the case, justice | for several months. 
required that they should recommend it to the in- i: from two to five days in a week, for the purpose 
dalsence of the Government, the claimants having i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 30, 1854. 


The FLouse met at twelve o'clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry Suicer. 


Prayer 


following resolution: g 


ferred the consideration of the change in the superintend- 
ing of the national armories, be authorized to visit Spring- 
| field, in Massachusetts, and -Harper’s Ferry, in Virginia, 


furnish Congress with the fullest possible information be- 
fore their final action in the premises. 


| Mr. McMULLIN. I object. 

i Mr. DICKINSON. I ask the consent of the 
! House to say a single word upon this subject. 

| There was no objection, and 


House, and Í will occupy but a moment of its 
time under the circumstances. 


quest contained in that resolution. 


have already had the subject under consideration 


purchased in good faith, and for a bona fide con- |! ferred to them in connection with the superintend- 
sideration. ij ence of the national armories—whether superin- 
The petitioners, and the persons under whom || tendents should be appointed from the Ordnance 


they claim, had remained in quiet and uninter- |i Corps, or whether they should be appointed from 
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ernment; for the only question is, ought it to be | 


its it will not be prejudiced by the confirmation, | 
: but, on the contrary, it would inure to their benefit. : 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third : 


I find upon the general : 
| orders, a bill which is not a private bill, but which | 


saleof reserved lands, and for other purposes,” and | 
Í am confident | 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to consider | 
a second time, and the Senate, as in Committee | 
' Military Affairs with an amendment, which the | 
Secretary commenced to read; but he was inter- : 
rupte y ' f i 

r. WADE. I believe that is not a private | 
bill 


jj tain reliable information upon which to base their ` 


eral consent. It will not take a minute to dispose || 


I shall call for the yeas ; 


Mr. CHASE. I move that the Senate adjourn. || 


| mittee on the superintendency of the armories, the | 
i 
i ; 
| 
ii Resolved, That the select committee, to whom wes re- 
j 
j 
| 
i 


| for the purpose of making such further examination into |. 
the subject-matter of their inquiries as will enable them to | 


Mr. DICKINSON proceeded: This is the first ` 
time I have had occasion to ask a favor of the | 


I shall be com- |} 
i pelled to leave the city for a few days, and I feel |: 
compelled to appeal to the Honse to grant the re- :; 
| Phe select committee of which I sm a member S 


They have been in session `| 


of examining the questions which have been re- |) 


i| the citizens of the United States generally. We 
have had a large mass of testimony before us, 
i| written and verbal; and we have had ¢ontra- 
dictory testimony; we have had the reports of the 
commissioners appointed by the President of the 
United States, and who spent some three months 
| in making examinations and taking testimony at 
Springfield and Harper’s Ferry last: year. But 
|| we have had such a mass of contradictory. évi- 
| dence that it has for a long time been my view, 
ii and I have proposed it to the committee time.and 
time again that we should visit the establisiment 
| ourselves, for the purpose of satisfying ourselves 
| from our own observation; but I have not been 
ii able until now to obtain the assent of the majority 
‘| of the committee. 

On a recent visit to Massachusetts, I spent twe 
|| half days at the armory at Springfield in making 
|| Inquiries into the state of things there; and I found 
i that | was able to obtain more information, such 
ii as was necessary to base our action upon, in that 
|| time, than from all the time I had spent: here in 
; committee; and I believe the committee would 
ascertain more reliable information, as to the real 
state of the case, by a personal examination, than 
|! they have been able todo in the three months 
| which they have already spent here in its investi- 
| gation. : 
i| This is a matter of much importance to the 
i country. It is a matter of which | care nothing 

about personally; but it is of so much importance 
to the country at large, that I think the select 
‘| committee should be authorized to visit the armo- 
| ries personally, by which they will be able to.ob- 


i 
i} action. I offer the resolution which has been read; 
i| and if there bé no objection, I will move the pre- 
1} vious question. ; : 

i Mr. CLINGMAN. I look upon this whole 
|| controversy as a Buncombe humbug, and this as 


committee to absent themselves from the House. 
I object. F 


Mr. FAULKNER. lask the indulgence of 


Mr. CRAIGE. The gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Ke:rr,] who made an adverse re- 
| port upon this subject, is not now in his seat, and 
[therefore object. 


CORRECTION OF AN ERROR. | 


Mr. ORR. I ask the unanimous consent of the 
|| House to introduce ‘* a joint resolution to correct 
1 a clerical error in an act approved June 22, 1854, 
to authorize a register to be issued to the steamer 
| El Paraguay by a new name.” . 
There was no objection; and the joint resolution 
was read,a first and second time by its title.  ; 
It provides that for the word ‘* Joy,’’in the bill 
of 23d June, shall be substituted the word “*Ivy.”’ 
. The joint resolution was then ordered to been- 
groseedand read a third time; and being engrossed, 
‘| it was read a third time, and passed. 
Mr. BARKSDALE, by unanimous consent, 


} 
li 
i 
i 


i previous notice having been given, introduced a 
| bill; which was read a first and second time by ita 
- title, as follows, and referred to the Committee on 
ithe Post Office and Post Roads: — i 

1 A bill to establish a post route from Citronelle, 
| Alabama, to Columbus, Mississippi. ; 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move, by unanimous 
consent, this being private bill day, that commit- 
ii tees he called for reports in reference to private 
: business. À : : 
The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
; is the disposition of the private bills on the Speak- 
`: ere table; but the Clerk informs the Chair that 
‘there are none there. The gentleman from Vir- 
i ginia moves that committees be called for report 
on private cases. Is there objection? i 

Mr. SEWARD. Yes, sir; 1 object. f 
| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. i gave notice 
| of a bill some time since, which E wish to intro- 
‘| duce now, that it may be referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Revolutionary Claims. : 
' Mr SEWARD. At the request of several gen- 


‘| a proposition te authorize the members of the select. 


the House to make a single statement upon this- 
‘| subject. ‘ 
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” lemen, I withdraw the objéction which F made to 
the proposition submitted by the gentleman from 


Virginia. ` 


‘The SPEAKER. Then, if there be no objec- 


tion, committees will be called for reports.on pri- 


vate business, which shall give rise to no debate. 
Mr. COBB. Ishall not object, if there be an 


understanding that no motion shall be made to re- | 


‘consider any reference of a bill reported to-day. 
The SPEAKER. That also will be embraced 
in‘ the proposition, so that no gentleman may be 
deceived. - 
Mr. HUNT. T would respectfully ask the in 
dulgence of the House in a matter of some interest 
tome. {tis a local matter reported on-by a com- 
mittee of this body. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
“héssee [Mr. Stawron] has the floor, and asks the 
ünanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
bill of a private character, of which previous no- 
tice has been given. Is there objection? 
There was no objection; and the bill was read a 
first and second time by its tide, as follows, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims: 


A billto revive and extend the provisions of | 


an act passed the 24th May, 1824, entitled “An 


act for the relief of the representatives of John | 


Donelson, Stephen Eleard, and others.” 
A. B. ROMAN, 


Mr. HUNT. Iam aboutto leave Washington 
for a few days on amaffair of family interest, and 
T shall'be obliged to my friends if they will allow 
me to have a bill concerning Governor Roman’s 
plantation taken up, so that his tile may be con- 
firmed. The'bill hus been reported by the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, and a report has 
been prepared by Mr. Nicuoxs, of Ohio, which 
js clear, full, and conclusive. ‘Phere is no difti- 
culty about the case. 
the report, and dispose of the matter. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
character of the bill is? 

Mr. HAVEN, 
lands in Louisiana, 

Mr. HUNT. It will be explained by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louis- 
jann asks the unanimous consent of the House to 


discharge the committee from its further consid- | 


eration of the bill indicated. 

Mr. HUNT. To take up the matter and dis- 
pose of it. 

The SPEAKER. It is in Committee of the 
Whole Elouse, and the proposition is to discharge 
the committee from its farther consideration, so 
that it may be brought before the House and acted 
upon. 

There being no objection, the Cémmnittee of the 
Whole House was discharged from the further 
consideration of the following bill: 

JA bill for the relief of A. B. Roman, of Lonis- 
ana. 

The report of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, accompanying the bill, wasread. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrassed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
subsequently read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Irise toa privileged question. 


I move to reconsider the vote by which the bill | 


was passed, and that the motion to reconsider do 
lie upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


GEORGE W. TORRANCE, 


Mr. HENDRICKS. Under the order which 
has been made, Í do not suppose that it will be 
proper to move to put any bill upon its passage, 
and I would: not wish to ask to report any bill, 
and ask to put it upon its passage under that 
order. Therefore, before we commence the exe- 
cution of that order, | wish to ask a favor of 
the House. 


a bill for the relief of George W. Torrance. 1 do 
not know much about the case; but from the ex- 
amination of the report, and from conversation 
with the gentleman who had special charge of the 
biil, 1 am induced to believe that it is one of the 
most meritorious cases which are before this 
House. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Dent] should have reported the bill, but he is 
detained, through illness, at one of the springs in 
Virginia, and the bill is likely to lose its place upon 


l hope the House will hear 
{ desire to know what the 


{t is to confirm the title to į 


5 My colleague upon the Committee ; 
on Invalid Pensions [Mr. Denr] had charge of | 


$ 
t 
į 
H 
j 


i 
i 
i 
i 


i 
į 
| 
| 


iL of Claims, 


‘| desire to ask the gentleman from Virginia one or 


| 
{ 


| sworn, and I shall not answer them. 


| net go to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


| The Committee of Claims have not examined it. 


the Calendar. I ask leave to reportthe bill, and to 
have the report read, and that the bill be passed. | 
_ This gentleman came here from California to 
ask this relief from Congress, and is now in this 
city, without money; and! think we ought to pass 
this bill, if we find it right, without delay. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
for the reason that the House, by unanimous 
consent, have determined to call committees for 
reports of a private character. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [I must object until the 
committees have been called for reports. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana i; 


states that the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Denr,] is confined by sickness at one of the 
springs in Virginia, and that, in consequence of 
his absence, the bill wilt not be reported under the 
regular call. Itmay be the pleasure of the House, 
from that fact, to indulge the gentleman in having 
the report made. 

Mr. LATHAM. I think, if the gentleman 
from Virginia will allow the report to be read, he 
will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 1 beg to inform the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, that if the gentleman from 
Georgia could have been here last Friday he would 
have reported this bill then, and that it would in 
all probability have been passed then. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Do [ understand the gen- 
tleman to say that he desires to make the report 
simply for reference ? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. No, sir; I want to put 
the bill upon its passage, 

Mr. FAULKNER. Then I object. 

Mr. LATHAM. I hope the gentleman will at 
least allow the report to be read. 

Mr. WALSH. [ object. 


JUDICIARY OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. MAY. [ask the indulgence of the House 
to allow me to report a bill from the Committee 
on the Judiciary. Itis a bill of a good deal of | 
importance, and I ask that it may be read a first | 
and second time, recommitted to the Committee 
onthe Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. lt 
is a bill for reorganizing the judicial system of 
the District of Columbia, and for reforming its 
laws. I hope theré will be no objection. 


Mr. COBB. I must object, for a reason which || 


is satisfactory to myself, and which | will state, if 
the gentleman wishes it. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


The Speaker then proceeded to execute the or- 
der of the House, by calling committees for such 
reports of a private character as should give rise 
to no debate. 

Mr. LETCHER. The petition of Mary Dean, 
for a pension, has been referred to the Committee 
As we have nothing whatever to do 
with that case, I ask that we may be discharged 
from the further consideration of it, and that it 
may be feferred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Before that is done, I 


two questions, 
Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, I am not legally 


Mr. HENDRICKS. Then I hope this case will 
I 
understand that this case has once been examined 
by the Committee of Claims, and [ think it be- 
longs to them. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman is mistaken. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that ob- 
jection having been made, the report cannot be | 
received under the order of the House. 


On motion by Mr. READY, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged | 
from the further consideration of the petition of Thomas 
C. Cardwell, tor relief from an excesgof duties levied upon 
eértain British goods imported into the city of Philadelphia, 
in the year 1824, and that said petition be referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. ji 


On motion by Mr. MORGAN, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the ease of Adam Carlan, 
for the purpose of presenting them at the Pension Bureau. 


Mr. FULLER. I am instructed by the Com- 


245, entitled ‘“‘An-act to amend the provisions of 
the fifty-sixth section of the act entitled ‘An act to 
i regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
| tonnage,’ approved 2d of March, 1799,” with a 
recommendation that it do pass, and to ask its 
passage at this time. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Under the order of the 
! House, objection being made, the report cannot 
| be received. 

Mr. AIKEN. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to report a bill ‘to change 
the name of the American-built brig Hallowel, to 
that of Jane Rose, and to grant her a new regis- 
ter,” with a recommendation that it do pass, and 
to ask its passage now. 

Mr. FAULKNER, 1 object. 

Mr. AIKEN. I bope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection. The passage of the bill will 
not oceupy more than five minutes. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I would do so with great 
pleasure, but I have already objected to the pas- 
| sage of a bill reported by the gentleman from 
! Maine. 3 cannot, with propriety, withdraw my 
| objection. By order of the House the morning 
| hour has been set aside for a special object, and 
that is the call of committees for reports in refer- 
ence to private businers, to which there shall bé 
no objection, and I am not disposed to infringe ori 
that order. 

Mr. AIKEN. Bills similar to the one I report 
have been heretofore almost uniformly considered , 
and passed by unanimous consent. tis only to 
| change a name and granta new register toan Amer- 
ican-built brig, and I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection. 
| Mr. FAULKNER, 

objection. 

The SPEAKER. Then the report cannot be 
received. 

Mr. HIESTER, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, moved that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions and - 
papers in the following cases, and that they do lie 
npon the table; which motion was agreed to. 

The claim of John Ketchum, a soldier of the 
United States in 1806 and 1807, for bounty land; 

Petition of Elizabeth Evans, and Henry Lake, 
of Ohio, praying that Congress grant each of them 
a half section of land for revolutionary service of 
their father; 

Petition of James Thompson, of Dayton, Ohio, 
and others, heirs of James Thompson, deceased, 
for bounty land; and 

Petition of Margaret Bowne, of New York. 

Mr. H. also, fromthe same committee, reported 
a bill “ for the reliefof Mary H. Cushing;” which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, Senate resolution 
No. H, entitled ‘t A resolution authorizing settle- 
ments under certain mai} contracts;” which was 
| referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, fronnthe Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported back Senate bil} 
No. 145, “ for the relief of John Y. Camp,” with 
amendments. The bill was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be’ 
printed. 

Mr. PARKER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill * vesting the title of the United States 
to certain lands in the city of Cincinnati,” which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and” 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MAY, from the same committee, reported 


1 
| 
' 
H 
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i 


I cannot withdraw the 


i| a bill ** to authorize the President of the United 


States to purchase a site for a prison, and to pro- 
vide for the cost of the building of the same in the 
city of New York;’? which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee 
| of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MAY. [am instructed by the Committee 
on the Judiciary to report the following bill! 

A bill to reorganize the judiciary system of the 
pistriet of Columbia, and to reform its judicial 
aws. 

I move that it be recommitted to the Committee 


mittee on Commerce to report back Senate bill No. 


on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. COBB. When I objected to theintroduc- | 
tion of that bill, I supposed it wag a general bill. | 
My friend from Maryland only: desires that the | 
bill shall be printed, and that when the business | 
of the District of Columbia comes up, it shall be | 
considered. I have no objection to that course. | 

The bill was then read:a first and second time | 
by its title, recommitted to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. EDDY, it was | 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims i 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition | 
and papers of Isaac S. Bowman, executor of Isaac Bow- | 
man, deceased, and that the same be laid upon the table, 


Mr. PECK HAM, from the Committee on Pub- | 
lic Expenditures, reported back, with a recom- | 
mendation that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 185) | 
**for the relief of the legal representatives of | 
Samuel Prioleau;’? which was referred to a Com- ! 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be | 
printed. | 

Mr. P., from the same committee, reported | 
back, with a similar recommendation, Senate bill | 
(No. 337) “ for the relief of Eliza M. Evans;” | 
and said: I should like to have that bill put upon 
its passage, It is of such a character that it | 
should pass; and it will not take five minutes to | 
dispose of it. i 

Objection was made, so the report was not | 
received, . 

Mr. P., from the same committee, made an 
adverse report in the case of the petition of the | 
heirs of Lieutenant Silas Goodall; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. | 

Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, reported a bill “ for the relief of | 
Civil, township of Marion, in the county of Mer- | 
cer, Ohio;” which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HILLYER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill ‘for the relief of the legal heirs of 
Benjamin Metozer, deceased;”? whieh was read ‘a 
first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to | 
be printed, | 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on | 
Military Affairs, reported back the following bills | 
of the Senate, with a recommendation that they do 
pass; which were thereupon referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed: 

S. B. No. 248. An act for the relief of William 
Harris, of Georgia; 

S. B. No, 240. An act for the relief of James 
Edwards and others; and ! 

S. B. No. 203. An act for the relief of Thomas | 
Snodgrass. | 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported | 
back the following bill of the Senate, with a | 
recommendation that it do not pass: | 

An act (S. No. 188) for the relief of Captain 
Langdon Č, Easton, assistant quartermaster of the | 
United States Army. | 

The bill and report were ordered to lie on the | 
table, and be printed. | 


f 
: H 
Mr. F also, from the samecommittee,reporteda | itl q 
| The petition of Bethniah Black, of Massachu- 
i 
t 


bill for the relief of William H.,Weirick; which | 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- | 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and | 
ordered to be printed. i 


On motion by Mr, FAULKNER, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of | 
Russell Rice, and that the same be laid on the table and | 
ordered to be printed. i 
Mr. F., from the same committee, made an ad- | 
verse report on the memorial of N. J. Evans, | 


lieutenant second dragoons, United States Army; | 


which was ordered to lie on the table, and belj? £ Š 7 
printed: ii is for the increase of the pension of an old soldier, | 
‘| He has heretofore received five dollars a month, | 
| and this bill provides for increasing it to eight | 


It is a very meritorious.case, | 


Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills and jointresolution; which were 


read a first and second time by their titles, referred ʻi 


to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 


to be printed: i 


‘ A bill granting bounty land to Cornelius Coffey; 
ey; ; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Grier, | 
deceased; j 
A. bill for the relief of John H. King; i 
Joint resolution giving one hundred and sixty | 
aire of land to Francis M. Gwyn, of Indiana; | 
an i 


armory; 
The petition of Henry K. Brown; 
The resolution to change the site of the military 


Mount Vernon, &c.; 

The petition of Edward B. Shelton, asking for 
bounty land for services rendered in the Mexican 
i war; : 


; The petition of Charles F. Fisher, proposing to 
sell to Congress his painting of the battleof New | 


Orleans; and 


The petition of Captain H. B Fields. 
On motion by Mr. FAULKNER; it was 


Ordered, ‘hat the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the resolution of 
| Mr. Florence, itt reference to the loss of the San Fran- 
tet ? ` ‘ 

į Cisco, and the relief aftorded the sufferers; and also from 
the resolution of Mr. WALBRIDGE upon the same subject, 
and that the same be laid upon the table. 


Mr. HOWE. 
Committee on Military Affairs to ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House that Senate bill (No. 
169) ‘for the relief of Alexander G. Morgan,” 


eration and examination. 
No objection being made, the bill was accord- 
ingly recommitted. 


Affairs, reported a bill “ providing for a grant of 
land to the Vermont volunteers, for their services 
in the battle of Plattsburg;’’ which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. McDOUGALL, from the Committee on 


of the Whole Ffouse, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McD. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported back Senate bill (No. 299) “ for the relief of 
Jean Baptiste Beaubien; which received the same 
order and reference, 


On motion by Mr. BOCOCK, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 


prize money accruing from the sale of the schooner Oregon, 
she having been condemned and sold ; and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


following cases; which were laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed: 
The petition of Robert Babcock, for a pension; 


setts, for pension allowance; 

The petition of Betsey A. Faulkner, for pen- 
sion, or such relief as she may be entitled to as 
i daughter and only surviving child of Ebenezer 


i Floyd, a‘Soldier and officer in the revolutionary | 


war. 


Mr. R., from the same committee, also reported ! 


a bill ** for the relief of John Cole;’’ which was 
read a first and second time by its title. 


| its passage. I will state the effect of the bill. 


i dollars per month. | n 
| and I hope there will be no objection. 
| Mr, FAULKNER. 

| tees have all been called for reports. 


hear my statement he will be willing to withdraw 

his objection. . , 

| Mr. FAULKNER. Ido not withdraw it. 
The bill was then referred to a Committee of 

the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. HENDRICKS, it was 


The petition of John H. King, of Harper’s | 
Ferry, for improvement in machinery used at the 


asylum near Washington city to the estate of 


{ have been instructed by the 


| upon which an adverse report has been made, he | 
lÍ recommitted to that committee for farther consid- | 


Mr. BANKS, from the Committee on Military | 


Military A fairs, reported a bill “for the relief of | 
Charles W. Carroll; which was read a first and || 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee | 


W. P. Buekner.and Pierce Casby, for their share of the | 


| Mr. ROWE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made adverse reports in the | 


Mr. ROWE said: I have been requested to ask | 
the consent of the House to have thisbill put upon | 
it 


I object until the commit- | 


|, Mr. ROWE. Perhaps if the gentleman will | 
} 


' Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration: af the petitions 
|| and papers in the following-cases, and that the same belaid 
npon the table: 
| The petition of Elizabeth Wilson, widow of Johan Linds- 
ley, a soldier of the war of 1812, for a pension; 

The petition of Sherman McLean, praying for relief on 
account of an alleged erroneous construction of the pension 
aws; f ` 
| The petition of Samuel McLelland, for a pénsion § 
i| _ The petition of Samuel Moore, uf Rising Sun, Indiana, 
i} for a pension ; $ 
_ The petition of John Bedding, of Daneville, New York, 
for bounty lands on acconnt of the services of his son, God- 


| 
| war with Great Britain; 

| The petition of Martin Lownsend, for a pension; 

| The petition of A. Chamberlain and others, of Fulton 
|| county, Indiana, soldiers of tie late war with Great Brit- 
| ain, for pensions; and 

| The petition of Lewis Washburn, for a pension. 

Mr. H. also, from thesame committee, reported 
|| a bill “ for the relief of George Lynch;” which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. : é 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill “ to provide a pension for Sergeant George 
W. Torrance; which was read a first and second 
time by its title. : 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Ifthe House will indulge 
me one minute, I wish merely to say inthis case 
that the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Dent] was 
so sick that he could not be here last week, and 
this bill lost its proper placein the business of the 
House. This man is here. His case is a meri- 
torious one, and ought to be immediately acted 
on. He came here from California to get this re- 
lief. He was wounded in the war with México, 
and I think that this.pension ought to be given to 
him without further delay. l ask that the bill be 
put on its passage. . 

The SPEAKER, If-there be no objection, the 
bill will be pat on its passage. ae 

There was no objection. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. VAIL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, réported adversely on the following 
petitions; which were laid upon the table: 

Petition of James Pullen, praying for compen- 
sation for injuries received while blasting rocks 
on the Washington aqueduct; 

Petition of Gardener Herring, for invalid pen- 
sion; and 
__ Petition of Bela Young, a soldier of the war of 
1812, praying for an invalid pension. 

Mr. V. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported adversely on House bill (No. 169) ‘ con- 
cerning invalid pensions, and regulating the time 
of their commencement;”? which was laid upon 
the table, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. V. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill ‘for the relief of Evelina Porter, widow 
tof the late Commodore David Porter, United 
|| States Navy;’? which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
i| Whole House, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SAGE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported adversely on the following 
memorials and petitions ; which were laid upon 
the table: 

Petition of William Trumbull, for back pay or 
pension; 


Memorial of Pressly MecKellup, of Indiana 
eounty, Pennsylvania, praying for a pension; 
Petition of Joseph H. Batley, heir of Henry 
{| Bailey, praying for a pension; . , 
i Application of John Henry, for a pension; 
i| Memorial for relief of Richard Oothovdt; 
|) Memorial of George Babcock, for invalid pen- 
i sion; 
| Petition of Charles Stewart, for an invalid pen- 
i| sion; i 
| Petition of William Pace, for a pension; 
i| Petition of Sophia Davis, for a pension; and 
| Petition of Daniel Leshinghill, for a pension. 
i Mr. S., from the same committee, reported the 
| 
i 
i 
| 
i 


t 
| crease of pension; 
i 
! 
| 


following bills; which were severally read a first 
and second time by their titles, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole Flouse, and ordered to 
be printed: 


Application on behalf of Silas Chatfield, for in~- 


frey H. Bedding, deceased, who was a soldier in the late # 
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A bill for the relief of Joseph Webb; 

Avbill for the relief of John Steen; 

A bill for the relief of George Elliott; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Rutherford, and 
-| A bill for the relief of Warren Raymond. 


On motion by Mr. ORR, it was 


Ordered, That the Committeo on Indian Affairs be di 


i 
B- : 
charged from the further consideration of the. petition and ij 
papers of J. Rutherford Wooster, and that the same be laid !; 


upon the table. 


Mr. GREENWOOD, I move that the House || 
resolve itselfinto a Committee of the Whole House | 
on the Private Calendar. | 

Mr. HOUSTON, 1 desire to suggest, that if | 
the House decline to go into a Committee of the |; 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, we can į; 
resolve ourselves into a Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, and dispose of the civil į; 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. i 

The question was then taken on Mr. GREEN- 

woop’s motion; and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved ityelf into a 

Committee of the Whole House on the Private |: 
Calendar, (Mr. Waxtey in the chair.) 


R. W. MEADE. 


The CHAIRMAN. When the committee was | 
last in session on the Private Calendar, bill No. 
58, entitled “ A bill for settling the claims of tle || 
legal representatives of Richard W. Meade, de- 
ceased,” was informally passed over. The Chair 
supposes that it ia to be now the first matter for 
consideration. The gentleman from Pennsylvania | 
[Mr. aye is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. THURSTON. I hope my friend from | 
Pennsylvania will give way, as he did the other ; 
ga mnt let this bill go over till the next private 

ill day. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If my friend from Rhode 
Island has a case that he wants to bring forward 
I will withhold my own bill for another day. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 preter to take 
the Calendar as it comes, and dispose of the cases | 


as we go. 
` Mr. HILLYER. The business first in order ! 
last Friday, when we were in committee on the i] 
Private Calendar, was a different bill from this. I | 
hope the committee will take up the Calendar |} 
where they left off last Friday. 
The CHAIRMAN. That would be true, if | 
this were objection day; but as it is not, we are | 
brought hack to the commencement of the Calen- | 
dar.. The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] 
objects to passing over informally the first bill, 
therefore it must be considered now. Debate is 
closed on this bill by order ofthe House, but it is 
open for amendment under the five-minute rule. 
The gentleman who reported the bill is, under the | 
rules of the House, entitled to speak for an hour : 
in support of it, 


eri 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
uments read. 

The Clerk commenced the reading of the report. 

Mr. HOWE, (interrupting.) I hardly think 
that my colleague is serious in desiring to have 
this report read; and I move that the further read- 
ing be dispensed with. 

Me CHANDLER. You cannot dispense with 
it, and [ want it read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
dispense with it. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the report. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, (interrupting.) I 
would inquire of the Chair if it is in order to move 
to dispense with the reading of the report? If itis, 
I make that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that the 
report must be read, unless it is dispensed with by 
unanimous consent. Ifany gentleman insists upon 
having it read, it must be read. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the bill be laid 
aside, and reported to the House. 

Mr. CHANDLER. You cannot make that | 
motion. I havethe floor, and I desire the reading 
of the report as a part of my speech. 

The Clerk again resumed the reading of the 
report. 


The majority can 


0, 


“ In the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
the bills shall be taken up ang disposed of in,their order on 
the Calendar ; but when objection is made to the consider- 
ation of a bill, a majority of the committee shall decide 
without debate, whether it shall be taken üp and disposed 
of, or laid on the table, provided | that general appropria- 
tion bills, and in time of war, bills forraising men or money, 
and bilis concerning a treaty of peace. shall be preferred to 
all other bills, at the discretion of the committee, and when 
demanded by any member, the question shall first be put 
in regardto them.” 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The rule 
which has just been read is the one referring to 
proceedings in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. I now ask for the reading 
| of the rule which applies to the proceedings in 
| a Committee of the Whole House, and which 
directs that business shall be taken up in regular 
| order as it stands on the Calendar, and that it 
cannot be set aside by a majority vote. f 

The CHAIRMAN. What rule does the gën- 
| tleman refer to?_ : 
| .Mr.STANTON. I do not know that there is 
! such a rule. . 

Mr. COBB. There is no such rule. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The resolution closing 
debate is in these words: 

Resolved, That a)l debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, on the’bill for settling the 
| claims of the legal representatives of Richard W. Meade, 
| deceased, shall cease at o'clock, on -~—~——— (if the 
! committee shall not sooner come to a conclusion upon the 
same;) and the committee shall then proceed to vote on 
such amendments as may be pending, or offered to the 
| same, and shall then report it to the House, with such 
: amendments as may have been agreed to by the committee. 


| 


The Chair knows of no way in which the coms 
mittee can proceed, other than that prescribed by 
the resolution of the House, under which the 
committee is acting. . 

Mr. STANTON. That order of the House 


Mr. MILLSON. My impression is, that the 
report has already been read. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It has never been read. 

Mr. MILLSON. My recollection is, that it 
was read some months aga. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that it has not been read at length at all. Some 
extracts, however, were read upon the occasion 
to which the gentleman refers. ‘The Chair decides 
that the gentleman from Pennsylvania has a right 
to have the report read as a part of his speech, 
but not otherwise, except by the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee. 

Mr. BRIDGES. 1 would suggest to my hon- 
orable colleague from Pennsylvania, thas he have 
the letter of John Quincy Adams to Mr. Salmon 
rend. [t occupies only thirteen pages, and I 
would suggest that it may not be necessary to 
read the whole report. That comprises a pretty 
full statement of the case, and } think, if read 
alone, it will of itself settle the question that this 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I suppose that i 
if the gentleman is not ready to so on with this 
bill now, his object can be attained by moving to 
lay it aside. 

Mr. HIESTER. I hope the House will allow 
the bill of my colleague to go over. The gentle- | 
man complaing that he is not well, and therefore 
does not like to take it up at this time. J trust the 
House will extend that courtesy to him. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. I raise the ques- 
tion of order that the committee have no right to |! 
paes it over. There is a special rule which ap- 
plies to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, authorizing the committee to pass 
over onè bill and take up the next bill, and to pass 
that over and take up the next, and so on until | 
they reach one which they are ready to pass upon. i} 
But there is no auch rule that applies to a Com- |) 
mittee of the Whole House. I am willing that |! 
the bill should be reported to the House, with a 
recommendation that it do net pass. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the opinion of the ; 
Chair that the 135th rule applies exclusively to - 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and consequently there is no rule which | 
permite itto be passed over, except by unanimous . 
consent. : 

Mr. HIESTER. Wil the gentleman from 
Tennessee object when my colleague telle him he 
is in ill health? : 

Ar. JONES. 1 want to dispose of the bill. 

Mr.CHANDLER. [believe the report in this | 
case has never been read, and I desire to have it | 
read now, Itisan interesting decument—although |! 


=] 


: another. 


is a most unjust claim, and never ought to be 
passed. 

Mr. CHANDLER. T should be sorry to cur- 
tail the committee in the gratification which I 
know they will derive, and the instruction that 
will be afforded by the reading of the whole report. 
(Laughter.] [ask the Chair whether he consid- 
ers the decision which he has made, that it is not 
in order to move to lay aside this bill, as defini- 


tive? 

The CHAIRMAN. The debate has been 
closed upon the pending bill, by order of the 
House, and it is not in order to take up any other 
biil. 

Mr. CHANDLER. And does the Chair de- 
cide that Ihave not the right to have the report 
read? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The Chair decides that 


read as a part of his speech, and in no other way. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I ask that 
the 135th rule may be read, and then I shall appeal 
from the decision of the Chair ruling that it is not 
n order to move to iay aside the bill and take up 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hes already 


i 


: i 
the gentleman has the right to have the report |i 


| make an inquiry before [ vote. 


| relates to general debate. General debate has 
| ceased, e do not propose to have any more 
i debate. We desire to postpone one bill and to 


| take up another. , ; 
| TheCHAIRMAN. What authority is there 
| for the committee to postpone this bill? 


Mr. STANTON, There is no rule forbiddin 
it. The resolution does not forbid it. E 

Mr. WALSH. Inasmuch as this is the only 
possible opportunity by which the contents of this 
Invaluable document can become known to a dozen 
persons, I hope the reading will go on without 
| further interruption. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE, I submit a point of order. 
My colleague, under the rules, has the privilege 
of addressing the committee one hour. Instead 
i of making a speech, he asks the reading of the 
committee’s report, and | think he has the right 
to do so. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already 
sustained that point of order. 

Mr. STANTON. I take an appeal from the 
i decision of the Chair. j 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky moves to lay this bill aside. The Chair 
decides that the motion is not in order under the 
‘rules. From that decision the gentleman from 
! Kentucky takesan appeal. The question now is, 
14t Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
| judgment of the comimittee?’” 
| The question was taken, and the decision of the 
' Chair was sustained. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania says that he is indisposed, and 


i 
j 
i 
i 


| 
i 


|| unable to proceed with hisargumentto-day. That 
i being so, I withdraw my objection to the bill being 


i passed over. i 

i Mr. WALSH. [renew the objection. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move that 
e committee do now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
i Pennsylvania yield to the motion that the commit- 
| tee do now rise? : 
Mr. CHANDLER. With pleasure. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish to 
Do I understand 


ith 


stated that the 195th rule only applies to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. STANTON, It then does not apply to | 


ti 
f 
Hi 
i 


his eommittee, and, therefors, there is no rule to |! 
prevent us from laying aside any bill. i 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The rule requirea | 
ua the bills shall be taken up in their ragnlar 
order. 


i 
| 


i 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania to say that he 
is indisposed, and unable to proceed with his argu- 


i 
ment to-day? 


Mr. CHANDLER. Ves, air. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Ihope, then, by unani- 
mous consent, the bill may be passed over for the 
present. Ifthe gentleman is unable to proceed ~ 
with his argumente- 
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The CHAIRMAN. Sothe Chair has decided. |: 

Mr. STEPHENS. I demand tellers on the !! 
motion to rise. i 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CAMPBELL |: 
and McMu.uin were appointed, 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported-—-ayes 81, noes 21. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committeeaccordingly rose; and the Speaker | 
pro tempore (Mr. Bococx) having taken the chair, | 
the Chairman reported that a Committee of the | 
Whole House on the Private Calendar had had |: 
under consideration House bill No. 58, for set- i 
tling the claims of the legal representatives of i| 
Richard W. Meade,” and had come to no reso- it 
lution thereon. : 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. i 

A message was here received from the Senate, | 
by Asnury Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, in- | 
forming the House that they had passed a bill for `: 
the relief of David Myerle; and also, that they | 
insisted upon their amendments to the resolution | 
of the House fixing the day of final adjournment, li 


and asked a committee of conference on the part | 
of the House to meet alike committee on the part | 
of the Senate. 


Mr. HOUSTON. ł move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into |: 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
that motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerr, and : 
Jonns of Louisiana, were appointed. ` | 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported | 
ayes 47, noes not counted. - 

So the House refused to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ORR. With a view of getting at the mes- |} 
sage from the Senate just received, I move that |! 
the House do flow proceed to the consideration of || 
the business on the Speaker’s table. : 

Mr. McMULLIN. I thought the understand- |: 
ing was, that we were to go into the Committee of |: 
the Whole on the civil and diplomatic appropria- |: 
tion bill. i 

[Cries of ‘ No; that has been voted down.’’] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. {ask if the motion ‘| 
to go to the consideration of the business on the |; 
Speaker’s table is in order? > : 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘She Chair has |, 
been just inquiring whether an hour had been spent |: 
in recelving reports from committees. i 

Mr. JONES. You have let the time pass by | 
when this motion might have been made. ji 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair re- |: 
members the rule to be, that any time in the course | 
of the session of the day, after one hour has been 
devoted to the reception of reports from commit- 
tees, it shall be in order to make the motion to | 
go to the business onthe Speaker’s table. The 
rule is as follows: 

“ After one hour shall have been devoted to reports from |; 
committees and resolutions, it shall bein order, pending the |: 
discussion thereof, to entertain a motion that the House do |; 
now proceed to dispose of the business upon the Speaker’s | 
table, and to the orders of the day,” &e. i 


lask for tellers upon 


| 
! 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
! 


Mr. JONES. Are reports from committees and `: 
resolutions under discussion now? The rule says 
‘* pending the discussion thereof.” We have quit |; 
that business by going into a Committee of the i 
Whole House. We have now come from the 
consideration of that business, and the gentleman 
has no right to make the motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The Chair de- | 
cides, in answer to the remarks of the gentleman ' 
from Tennessee, that as soon as the committee : 
returns again into the House, the first business in 
order is the further reception of reports from com- |: 
mittees; and, although no committees have been | 
called for reports, that business is in order, and | 
is the business now under consideration. There- i 

į 
| 
| 
i 


fore the motion to proceed to business upon the 

Speaker’s table is in order. : 
The question was then taken upon the motion 

of Mr. Orr; and it was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The first busi- i: 
ness in order is the resolution of the House fixing | 
the time for the adjournment of Congress, returned | 
from the Senate this morning. 


|| because it comes in that class specified in the rule | 


, Alabama, [Mr. Housrow,] made beforehand, pre- ii 


l to be appointed. 


i my motion 


. motion was agreed to, 


that a message be sent to the Senate, notifying || 
them that the House concur in their request for |! 
the appointment of a committee of conference. |: 

Mr. HENN. J rise to a poini of order. That: 


; resolution is not the first one in order. There are |: 
į several bills before it. : 


It ia the first business in order, i: 


Mr. ORR. 


as ‘messages and other Executive communica- `: 
tions.” i 

The SPEAKER. The rule is, that when the | 
House proceeds to business upon the Speaker’s |; 


i table, it shall first proceed to the consideration of « 


messages and other Executive communications, $ 
and then to ‘‘messages from the Senate, and | 


fr. ORR. 
my motion. i: 
Mr. HENN. {ask for tellers upon the second. © 
Tellers were not ordered. 
The previous question was then seconded. i 
Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the House do !' 
now adjourn. | 
[Cries of “ No!“ Nor’) i 
Mr. FLORENCE, Ihave no idea of a com- |; 


I demand the previous question on 


mittee of six men fixing what Congress shall do. 

[Cries of ‘ Order!” 4 Order !”] 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman |: 
from Pennsylvania was not heard until the House ` 
was dividing upon the pending question; and there- || 
fore it is not in order. H 


The main question was then ordered to be put. || 


Mr. FLORENCE. ! move that the House do 
now adjourn. J i 
Mr. WHEELER. I move that when the House || 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. | 
i 


The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. KEITT. I think a better motion would | 
be, that when the House adjourns to-morrow, it ! 
adjourn to meet on Wednesday next. Tuesday i 
is the 4th of July, and I make that motion. f 
Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. i 
motion is not in order. 


to-morrow will be the time to make that motion. it 

Mr. KEITT. I submit to the Chair that when | 
the House adjourned over to take up the carpets, | 
itadjourned upon a motion of the gentleman from |: 
cisely as I now make this motion. f ji 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion of $: 
the gentleman from Alabama, to which the gentle- |; 
manrefers, wasintroduced, by unanimous consent, i! 
on Monday, by a suspension of the rules. Thei; 


from South Carolina is not in order, l: 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope the |. 
motion to adjourn will be withdrawn, and that |! 
gentlemen will allow the committee of conference | 
ff the House do not approve | 
the day they agree upon for the final adjournment, | 
their report may be voted down. Let the com- | 
mittee be appointed, and let us see what they will | 
recommend. < I, 

Mr. FLORENCE. i am very willing to ac- |, 


|: commodate myself to what seems to be the almost |` 


unanimous wish of the Fouse; but, sir,in making : 
i 


{Loud cries of t Order!’?] ii 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The motion is!) 
not debatable; but the gentleman from, Pennsyl- |) 
vania having announced his determination, the į 
Chair was indulging him in a little explanation. i: 
{Laughter.} i: 
Mr. FLORENCE. I withdraw my motion. 
The question then recurred upon Mr. Orr’s 
motion. __ : 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. { demand the yeas |: 
and nays. i 
Mr. HENN. I demand tellers upon the yeas:. 
and nays. i: 
Tellers were not ordered; and the yeas and}: 
nays were not ordered. f 
‘Lhe question was then taken; and the motion | 
was agreed to. ji 
Mr. ORR moved that the vote by which the j) 
House agreed to appoint a committee of confer- |: 
ence be reconsidered, and aiso moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table; which latter 


p 


© Mr. OLDS. 
‘its disagreement to the Senate amendment, and ii 


: will withdraw the call for 


I move that the House resolve. 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House, 
The moticn was not agreed to. : 

Mr. WHEELER. [move that the House do 
now adjourn. l : 
The question was put on Mr, WHEELER'S 

motion; and there were—ayes thirty-eight-—— 
Mr. WHEELER. 1 demand tellers. ` : 
Mr. McMULLIN. 1 hope that the gentleman 

tellers, and let usgointa: - 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


_ Union on the civil and.diplomatic bill. 


Mr. WHEELER. As we have refused tocon- 
sider private businesa, I shall not withdraw my 
call for tellers for the purpose indicated by the 
gentieman, : 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WREELER 


i: amendments proposed by the Senate to bills of the |! and Mace were appointed. 


i Fouse.” 


The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 58, noes 66. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I move that the House re- 


i; Solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union on the civil and diplomatic 


appropriation bill. 
Mr. WHEELER. 


I I demand the yeas and 
nays on that motion, 


The g and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. SAGE. I call for tellers. i 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, Asus and 
BRECKINRIDGE Were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 74, noes 44, 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in the 
chair.) 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. | 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee was 
last in session on the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill, the question before the committee 
was on agreeing to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Arkansas (Mr. Grezxwoon] to the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanpier.] ; f 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the committee 
do now rise, and on that motion | call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Parvaneand . 


: RıcHarpson were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 37, noes 80. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. SEWARD, I move to lay aside the civil 
and diplomatic bill, and to take up the next bill 
on the Calendar. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 


‘Chair decides that the motion of the gentleman | Motion out of order, 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 1 would like 
io know upon what ground the Chair decides the 
motion out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair does not think 
it Necessary to enter into an argument, 40 

Mr.CLINGMAN, If object to any argument. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to know the grounds 
upon which the Chair decides out of order the 
motion of my colleague to lay aside the civil and 
diplomatic bill, and to take up the next appropri- 
ation bill on the Calendar ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides it out 
of order because the House has closed debate upon 


i: the civil and diplomatic bill, and directed the com- 


mittee to proceed to vote upon it. - 
Thepending amendment, offered by Mr. GREEN- 
woop, was then reported, as fellows: ; 
Add to the amendment proposed by Mr. CHANDLER, 
which is as follows: ‘For continuing the aqueduct for 
bringing water into the eity of Washington, agreeably to 
the plan adopted by the President of the United States, as- 
cording te the provisions of the act of Congress, approved 
March 3, 1853, 8500,000-7 
~—the words: _ ; 
Provided, That no portion of the foregoing amount 
shali he applied unless the corporations of Georgetown and 
Washington shall appropriate and pay a sum equa! to one 
fifth of the amount, to aid in the construction of the waters 
works proposed. $ 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, Mr. Chairman, I beg 
the attention of the committee to the few remarks 
I propose to submit, because [ think it entirely in 
my power to satisfy the committee that the propo- 
sion of the gentleman from Arkansas is not ag 
good as the one which is contemplated in the ori- 
ginal amendment. I beg the committee to bear 


it in mind that the proposition which is now 
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before ùs is a proposition on the part of this Gov- 
ernment to obtain water for the protection of the 
publi buildings, and contemplates nothing but 
the construction of an aqueduct and the location of 
pipes, on the part of the Government, to furnish 
it to the public buildings. It does not at all em- | 
brace:the idea of distributing the water. lt does | 
not impose upon the Government the obligation 
of supplying any other than the public buildings, 
andthe ‘consequence is, 
uuder the regulation of, and to be controlled by, 
the city-authorities. 

The city of Boston, as it appears from the re- 


port upon that subject, expended $1,800,000 for i 


the distribution of the Cochituate-water through 
the city. Now, in the city of Washington, it 
will require twice as large a sum to distribute 
water to fifty thousand people as it did to distrib- 
ute it to fifty thousand people in the city of Bos- 
ton, owing to the character of our streets, our 
punis squares, and other things of a like mature. 

n this regard tbe cities of Washington and 
Georgetown assume upon themselves to distribute 
the water. 
to time, upwards of $2,000,000. 

It is proposed, by the amendment to the amend- 
ment, that thase cities shall contribute a fifth part | 
to this job. If that be the obligation, the Gov- | 
ernment is under obligation to pay all except one 
fifth, which is to be appropriated by these cities. 
They not only will be bound to pay their propor- 
tion of the main structure, but to supply their pro- | 


paruen of three fifths. for the distribution works. | 


ut; by the original proposition, the Government | 
finds itself only legitimately bound for the sup- | 
ply of the main aqueduct and the pipes neces- 
sary to furnish the public edifices. It has nothing | 
to do with the distribution. That falls upon the 
cities, and willinvolve an expenditure of upwards 
of $2,000,000—a sum greatly beyond what one 
fifth will amount to, as proposed by the amend- | 
ment of the gentleman from Arkansas. I] think 
we should act unwisely to adopt the suggestion ; 
roposed in that amendment. Lask if itis not 
introducing a new, embarrassing, and compli-; 
cated feature into this bill? The Government | 
has nothing to do, under the original amendment, | 
but to make the aqueduct and lay down pipes to 
the public buildings. ‘Che Government has noth- 
ing to do with the details, but they appropriately | 
fall to the cities of Georgetown and Washington, 
{ think it wholly unwise to adopt this amend- 
ment, and L trust it will not be the pleasure of the | 
committee to do so. x 
One word more. When the seat of Govern- 
ment was determined to be located at this place, 
Virginia gave money, or Joaned money to the 
Federal Government. So did Maryland, and the | 
people owning the land gave to the Government 
alternate sections of the entire land within the j 
city of Washington. s 
Me. WALSH. It was worth nothing then. 
Mr. SMITH. Very true, it was not valuable 
then,*but it bas become so since, and the Govern- 
ment has sold it, and put the money into the 
Treasury, and is now holding some portions of 
it. I. beg the committee to bear in mind that this 


proposition is to provide the means of gelling | 


water within the reach of the whole people. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I modify my amend 
ment by adding at the end of it these words 
‘t necessary to complete the aqueduct and reser- 

oir.’ 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The genile- 
man will allow me to suggest that there are two 
reservoirs and a dam to be constructed. Under 
the gentleman’s amendment, as modified, one res- 
ervoir and dam would not be estimated for. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I was not aware of that, 
and xo further modify my amendment that it will 
read ‘reservoirs and dam.” I now demand tell- 
ers on the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CAMPBELL 
and Breckinawwer were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 45, noes 58; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN. There being no quorum 


The roll was then called; the committee rose, 
and the Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee „of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union had, according | 

- to order, had under consideration the Union gen- | 


voting, the roll must be called. 
} 
i 


that it leaves this thing | 


{t will cost them to do so, from time ! 


appropriation bill, but finding itself without a 
quorum, had caused the roll to be called, and di- 
rected him to report the facts, with a list of the 
absentees, to the House. 

The following is the list of the absentees: 

Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Ashe, David J. Bai- 
ley, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Bissell, Becock, Boyee, 
Bugg, Chamberlain, Chase, Cook, Cox, Cumming, Curtis, 
Cutting, Dean, Dent, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, Jobn M. Eliott, 
English, Fenton, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goodrich, 
Grey, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Hast- 
ings, Ribbard, Daniel T. Jones, Kidwell, Lamb, Lane, 
Lindley, Lyon, Macdonald, McDougall, McQueen, Matte- 
son, Maurice, Meacham, Andfew Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
Peckham, Phetps, Preston, Richardson, Rogers, Seymour, 
Shower, Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, 
Sollers, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart,Jobn. 
J. Taylor, Walbridge, Walker, Warren, Israet Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, 
Daniel B, Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates. 

A quorum being now present, [one hundred 
and forty-six members having answered to their 
names,] the Committee of the W hole on the state 
of the Union resumed its session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question pending, 
when the committee found itself without a quorum, 
was on the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Arkansas, upon which tellers had been or- 
dered. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Thecommitteeaccordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had, according to order, had under con- 
sideration the Union generally, and particularly 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, and had 
come to no resolution thereon, 

On motion by Mr. ROWE, the House then ad- 
journed (at half past two o’clock) till to-morrow 
at twelve o’clock, m. 


l move that the com- 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of Fran- 
ces Ann McCauley, widow of D. S. McCauley, 
late United States consul general for Egypt, and 
consul at ‘Tripoli, praying indemnity for losses 
and expenses incurred by her husband while con- 
sul at that place; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Also, the memorial of George Gibson, one of 
the heirs of Anna Gibson, deceased, praying the 
payment of certain bills of credit issued by the 


| the conflagration of the Treasury Building in 1833; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial of the Board 
| of Managers of the Washington National Monu- 
| ment Society, praying the aid of Government in 
the completion of the monument, now being erected 
| in the city of Washington; which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Detroit, Michigan, 
| praying that the present rales of ocean postage 
may be reduced; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a memorial signed by 
six hundred and eighty-four men of Massachu- 
setts, chiefly citizens of Boston, asking for the re- 
peal of the act of Congress of 1850, usually known 
| as the fugitive slave law; which was referred to 
| the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. NORRIS presented the petition of W. P. 
| Young, praying arrears of compensation as an 
į inspector of customs at Portsmouth, Virginia; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
|| Richard S. Coxe, William A. Bradley, and Gil- 
i| bert L. Thompson, proposing to furnish, for the 
use of the Navy “ compressed or composite coal,” 
an article of fuel recently invented by them; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 


i ve 
i Affairs. 


Also, the memorial of Frederic Chatard, a lieu- 


|| tenant in the Navy, praying certain allowances 


in the settlement of his accounts as acting purser 


erally, and particularly the civil and diplomatic 


of the United States store-ship Fredonia, in the 


Continental Congress, which were deposited in |) 
the ‘Treasury for redemption, and destroyed by | 


year 1852; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. i 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition of the in- 
spectors-of the customs for the port of Baltimore, 
praying an increase of compensation; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. ROCKWELL presented a memorial of 
citizens of Lowell, Massachusetts, praying the 
passage of a law prohibiting the employment of 
officers of the Army-as superintendents of national 
armories; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. ; 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Retrench- 
ment and Reform, reported a bill to establish a 
department of law, to prescribe certain duties of 
the Auditors and Comptrollers of the Treasury, 
and for other purposes; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Jona- 
than D. Ferris, late a sailing-master in the Navy, 
praying the difference of pay for the time he per- 
formed the duties of lieutenant commanding, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Foxhall A. Parker, 
praying indemnity for various expenses necessa- 
rily incurred by him while commanding the Bast 
India squadron, reported a. bill for the relief of 
| Commodore Foxhall A. Parker of the United 
States Navy; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. 

He. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Jasper Strong and 
George Terrill, praying authority to construct a 
railroad from the Perdido river to the bay of Pen- 
sacola, near the town of Warrington, Florida, 
reported a bill granting to Jasper Strong and their 
associates the right of way for a railroad through 
the reserved lands, near the navy-yard, Pensa- 
cola, in the State of Florida; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the memorial of 
George W. Harris, praying that Congress may 
pass an act to vest in him the copyright to the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth volumes of the 
Pennsylvania State Reports, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the memorial of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Henry Payson, assignee of John 
Randall, owner of the schooner Contradiction, 
praying indemnity for the confiscation of that ves- 
sel and cargo at the Island of Margaritta, in 1812, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Robert M. Hamilton, United States consul 
at Montevideo, praying compensation for diplo- 
matic services, submitted an adverse report there- 
on; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of H. S. Sanford, late 
chargé d’affaires at Paris, praying to be allowed 
the difference between his pay as secretary of 
legation and chargé d’affaires during the time he 
acted as such, and the reimbursement of the amount 
paid for clerk hire in said legation, submitted a 
report thereon, together with a bill for his reliefs 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRIGEIT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was recommitted a bill to provide for the 
payment of such creditors of the late Republic of 
Texas as are comprehended in the act of Congress 
of September 9, 1850, reported it back with sun- 
dry amendments, together with a report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS, 
. Me. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 


ask leave to introduce a bill donating a portion of 
the public lands, in alternate sections, to aid in 


the construction of a railroad from a point on the 
Ohio and Mississippi railroad, in the State of I: 
| diana, by the way of the Falls of the Onio and 
Evansville, to the Mississippi river, at or near 
Cairo. i 

Mr, SUMNER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal the act 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr, ADAMS asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent ef the Senate to introduce a bill to 
amend the several acts granting bounty lands,and 
for other purposes; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading. _ 

SCHOOL LANDS. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I move that the Sgnate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill “ allowing 
exchanges of and granting additional school lands 
in the several States which contain public lands.” 
It has passed the Senate several times, and been 
sent to the House of Representatives, but it has 
never been taken up there. ` 

Mr. MALLORY. The bill which is first in 
order to-day, as the unfinished business of yes- 
terday, is the bill to ‘ authorize the sale of re- 
served lands and for other purposes,” which was 
half read through yesterday at the time of ad- 
journment. It is on the same subject as the bill 
to which the Senator from Arkansas refers. There 
will be no opposition to it, 1 am satisfied. lt has 
been prepared atthe Department. Its object is to 
authorize the sale of lands hitherto reserved for 
military purposes. I would ask the Senator from 
Arkansas, as that bill is a prior order, to let it be 
taken up first. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
object to taking up this bill, it has heretofore 
passed the Senate without any objection. F can- 
not consent to give way. 
the Senator’s State as well as mine; and I do hope 
he will not object to it. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
but the one to which I refer is frst in order, and 
is on the same subject. 

Mr. Jounson’s motion was agreed to; and the 
bill was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the W hole. 

Lt proposes to authorize that where the sixteenth 
section, heretofore set apart for the use of schools 
in each of the several States which contain public 
land, has been or shall be found unfit for cultiva- 
tion, or wherein the township, being fractional, 
it shall appear that there is no, or only a part of 
a, sixteenth section, the States, respectively, shall 
be at liberty to relinquish that sixteenth section, 
and to select any other section, either as a whole 
section, or in any legal subdivisions within the 
same township that may remain subject to sale by 
private entry; or should none such remain in the 
same township, then that the selection may be 
made in each case from any land within the limits 
of the State subject to sale by private entry, and 
upon the approval, by the Secretary of the Inte- 


rior, of the new selection, the original tract is ipso : place, with the intent that the vessel shall be em- 


facto to revert to and become public lands of the 
United States. 

There is to be selected, in the same manner, an 
additional section of land, either as a whole sec- 
tion, or in any legal subdivisions, for each town- 
ship within the States, and under their authority, 


which section granted for the use of schools with- |) 


in the township, is to be recorded and conveyed 
as before stated. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. f 

' THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. Yy 

Mr. CLAYTON. [ movethat the Senate take 
up for consideration the bill reported from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, ‘‘ for the more 
effectual suppression oftheslavetradein American- 
built vessels.” 

Mr. SUMNER. Before that motion is put, I 
should like to ask the honorable Senator from 
Delaware, whetber it is his purpose to have the 
bill put on its passage now? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir, if I can. There 
is no time to lose. If it be longer delayed, the 
other House cannot act on it, 

Mr. SUMNER. l have not examined the bill 
with the care which I should like to give to one 
of such importance. So far as I do understand 


it, I hope it may be amended in an important par- | 


ticular. 
Mr. CLAYTON. 


consideration when the bill is taken up. 


Let it 


come under consideration, and then it will besub- | 


ject to amendment. The bill is not under consid- 
eration yet; when it is, the gentleman can offer 


[ hope the Senator will not | 


I do not object to the bill; į 


| 


Itis for the benefit of |! 
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is amendment, or give his objections, if he has 
any. ~ i 

Mr. SUMNER. I know it is not up; but I 
majte the remark by way of suggestion to the 
Senator from Delaware; and I wish to follow it 
up by the direct suggestion that the bill be al- 
lowed to iie over for the present. “It is within my 


| knowledge that at least one honorable Senator de- 


sires to speak somewhatatlength on some aspects 
of the questions presented by the bill. Ido not 
myself. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I have only to say that the 
effect of such an opposition will be to defeat the 
bill, and that I want the American people to under- 
stand. It is to defeat a measure which has for its 
object the suppression of the slave trade. Now, 


| sir, let us get at it, and then Jet us witness the op- 


position. The question is now on the motion to 
proceed to its consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
a second time, and considered asin Committee of 
the Whole. 

It proposes to direct whenever any American 
registered ship or vessel shall, in whole or in part, 
be sold or transferred to, a citizen or citizens of 
the United States, at any foreign port or place in 
North or South America, or in any of the West 
India islands, or in the Cape de Verde Islands, 
or any island on or near the coast of Africa, the 
instrument of writing in the nature of a bill of 
sale, reciting at length her certificate of registry, 
in pursuance of the fourteenth section of the act 
of Congress of December 31, 1792, concerning 
the registering and recording of ships or vessels, 
shall be utterly void, unless it shall be executed 
in the presence of a minister or consul of the 
United States there residing, and shall contain an 
express condition that such instrument, and the 


! title of the purchaser claiming under it, shall not 


be valid if the vessel shall make, or attempt to 
make, a voyage to the coast of Africa before re- 
turning to the United States for a new register. 
And if any citizen of the United States, in any 


l! such place, being the owner or agent for the sale 


of an American vessel, shall sell it, knowing that 
she is to be employed in the African slave trade, 
or that she is about to make avoyage to the coast 


| of Africa before returning to the United States, 


or shall charter a vessel of which he may be the 


i| owner or the agent for a voyage to the coast of 
Africa, with the intent to sell the vessel on that | 


. > . . . 
coast, every person ‘so offending, on conviction 
before the circuit court of the United States, for 


i any district wherein he may be. brought or after- 


wards found, shall pay ten thousand dollars, and 
beimprisoned fora term not exceeding three years, 
at the discretion of the court. Every charter of 
an American ship or vessel at any such foreign 


ployed in the African slave trade, and every sale 


| of an American ship or vessel on the coast of Af- 


| rica, except it shail be duly condemned as unsea- 


worthy, is to be illegal and void. 
When any citizen or other person shall lodge 


information with the attorney of the district of | 


any State or Territory, against any person for the 


: violation of the act, by any sale or charter, or at- 


| tempt to sell or charter any American vessel, con- 


trary to the provisions of this act, it is to be the 
duty of the attorney to commence a prosecution 


| against the offender, and upon conviction of such 


offense, the informer or informers who shall have 


‘lodged the information, as aforesaid, are to be en- 


titled to receive one half the net sum recovered 
and paid into the hands of the marshal of the 
district, exclusive of costs; and every vessel ille- 
gally sold or chartered, contrary to any of the 
provisions of this act, is with all her tackle and 
furniture, to be forfeited to the United States, 
which, after condemnation by any court of the 
United States in the district into which she may 
be brought or found, are to be sold, and one half 


i the proceeds paid over to any citizen, or other 
person, who shall have lodged the necessary in- {| 


formation before the attorney of the district for 
y 


|! the condemnation of the vessel. 


Every owner or agent for the sale of an Amer- 


‘jean ship or vessel, who shall sell such ship or 
| vessel in any of the ports as described, and every 
That will be a subject for | 


purchaser thereof are, at the time of the execution 
of the instrument of writing in the nature of a 
bill of sale for the transfer of the vessel, to make 


oath or affirmation before a minister or consul of | 


the United States residing at the place, that the 


| cate, or a copy thereof, under the hand and seal 
o 
: 


| certified, and transmitted, and a copy authentica- 
j| ted and proved in the same manner, and he is to 
! be punishable in the same way for swearing or 
affirming falsely. No such instrument in the na- 
ture of a bill of sale, and no such charter party is 
| to be held legal and valid unless the provisions of 
| the act shall have been complied with. 
| Mr. CLAYTON. I have only one small 
‘amendment @ offer. Itisin the first. section, to 
strike out the words, ** North or South America,” 
and in lieu thereof to insert “on the Adantic 
coast of America, or on any island, gulf, bay, 
inlet, or river, on or near that coast.” ‘The object 
of this amendment is to confine the foreign port 
or place where these sea-letters shal] be prohibited 
in the way they are by the bill, to the Atlantic 
coast, instead of the Pacific coast of North and 
South America. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
| Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I have but 
i a few words to say upon the merits of the bill. 
| We now maintain a squadron, and we have four 
| ships on the coast of Africa. The English have 
| twenty-seven, and the French twelve or thirteen. 
| The English and French together have about forty 
| vessels on the coast of Africa, and we but four. 
It is but a fair calculation to say that they have 
eight times the force there, that we have. Now 
| the effect of this bill is simply this: Even if our 
‘ squadron be withdrawn from the coast of Africa, 
which this bill does not contemplate, it will put 
! eight times the fofce on the coast of Africa for the 
í suppression of the slave trade which exists there 
now, because it deprives every slaver of American 
nationality, and, in consequence of that, a foreign ` 
cruiser can search: her and seize her. Without 
this alteration in the law, a foreign vessel cannot 
seize, cannot search her. If she, as I stated the 
other day, has a thousand slaves in her hold when 
a foreign cruiser boards her, she cannot stop her. 
Then, sir, the bill recommends itselfat once, with- ` 
out further discussion, to the humane consider- 
ii ation of every gentleman present, I hope, with- 
|| out further debate, it may pass now, in order that 
|! it may go to the House of Representatives in time 
i to become a law during the session. 
| Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I shall vote 
i for this bill in the form in which it is now pre- 
l sented to the Senate; but still, I desire to make a 
| suggestion to the honorable Senator who has re- 
| ported it, which, if adopted, will meet my appro- 
li bation, and will, I think, make the bill much more 
i effectual. { think Iam justified in saying that 
1i 
It 


i 
4 
| 
t 


i 
| 
I 
i 


i there is no commerce between the Atlantic coast 
| of South America and the coast of Africa, in 
li which our vessels have been engaged, which is not 
| directly connected with the slave trade; or, in 
| other words, none of our vessels leave the Gouth 
‘ Americ&i Atlantic coast for Africa, except for the 
| purpose of participating in the slave trade. 

ll The bill, therefore, in my judgment, should be 
|! one absolutely prohibiting trade in American ves- 
|! sels between the South American Atlantic coast 
|i and Africa, and forfeiting the vessel for any engages 
| mentin that commerce. Then, let the bill contain 
|! a further provision, that where any transfer has 
| been made in the islands adjacent to us the vessel 
shall return home and take out new papers. 

The object of granting sea-letters, I take it, 
‘originally was to benefit the navigating interest, 
| to encourage ship building in the United States, in 
order that American vessels might be sold abroad. 
Tso understand it. Ifa sale were made in a South 
| American port, as low down as Brazil, or lower, 
‘and you were to compel that vessél to return to . 
| the United States and obtain a bill of sale before 
ithe transfer was made, you might find it impos- 
| sible,in many instances, to sell where-you can sell 
ii by granting asea-leiter. I would not, therefore, 


i 
i 
H 
i 
i 
i 
| 


m 
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ale of the vessel in’ those ports, to get a bill 
‘ftom ‘the proper ‘officers in the United 
; Bat T would absolutely prohibit the trade 
at vessel between the South American Atlan- 
t atid the coast’ of Africa: Then there can 
ng the provision. = oS; 
hy, sir, the law is ‘well enough now, but for 
oidance of it; and let mhe tell the honorable 
om: Delaware; that in my judgment, men 
‘will engage in this traffic, will find ways 
rh to evade the provisions of this bill. There 
adequate méthod by which the trade can be 
sed, except by’ prohibiting intercourse 
irely between’ these two coasts. I have come 
to this conclusion’ from a long conference with 
gentlemen who have resided in Brazil, and from a 
thorough, investigation of it with a gentleman of 
. Virginia, who “was at the time resident in that 
place. He satisfied me, beyond a doubt, that the 
only possible way of suppressing the trade was 
to declare it illegal in whole from. these southern 
porta; and then require your vessels absolutely to 
retuin from the islands which are néfrest—Cuba, 
Jamaica, and all those islands—before transfer. 
This latter provision may be some hardship. 
Perhaps sales may be sometimes prevented, if 
you require our vessels to return from there; but 
still the distance is not so great as to make it very 
oneroia upon them; and a bill containing these 
two provisions, in my judgment, would be vastly 
more ‘effective, and vastly more certain of pro- 
“ducing the results. which the honorable Senator 
from Delaware desires, Still, I shall vote for 
‘the billNn.its present form, if it cannot undergo 
this alteration. 
“Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I could make 
the bill more effectual, as. the honorable Senator 
says, very readily by prohibiting all trade what- 
- ever from any. Atlantic port, or any West India 
“part; bat, then I should: trespass on a great prin- 
ciple of policy to which the United States have 
uniformly adhered; and that is, not to interfere 


with either the ship-building or the navigating | 


interest of the country. That has been the cher- 
ished policy of the Government.. 

* Now, sir, I do not wish to have this great megs- 
ure.encounter any such opposition as this bill will 
meet if the suggestion of my honorable friend be 
adopted. -E do not say that, thinking as l do of 
thie inhyman traffic, I might not agree with him, 
éven at the expense of the navigating interest, in 
the suggestion he has made. But, sir, I am sat- 
isfed that this bill’ is suflicient for the purposes 
we havein view, and itis not neceasary at all to 
interfere either with the navigating interest, or the 
ship-building interest of the country. 

‘YT think it is true that there is not a very exten- 
sive trade between the South American and Afri- 
éan coasts, but nevertheless there is a trade, the 
extentof which 
Senator nor myself isaware of. Our trade is grow- 
ing with that country, and will continue to grow 
between different parts of the world, every year. 


robably neither the honorable : 


Here, sir, we have in view the adoption of a | 


great-measure of humanity, and in endeavoring to 
get it through, Jet us avoid bringing it into conflict 
with any. of these questions of national policy. 
As the bill now stands, it cannot interfere at all 
with the navigating interest of the country, nor 
with the ship-building interest in any form. It 
cannot encounter objection from any man who is 
not resolved that the African slave tradeaghalt go 
on às it has under these sea-letters. Í trust, there- 
fore, that the bill will pags as it stands. 

_ “Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, I regret that 1 
am not better acquainted with the strategy 
detail of commerce, and especially this kind of 


commerce which it is proposed to suppress. ! | 


i| in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the order of 


and | the proper officer of the American Colonization Society, 


will say, however, that there is no Senator who . 
will go farther than I will to suppress this traffic, | 


which ia abhorred by God and denounced by man. 


lts suppression is a measure that commends itself '' 


to the consideration’ and the approval of every 
man of heart in the country, as I believe. 


I regret, sir, that I have no? hed an opportunity © wise the Government stores, each trip. 


No such op- | 
The. 


to-examine the details of this bill. 
portunity has been given the Senate at all. 
bil has been but recently brought before the body. 


see fit to do so, 
that shall render it necessary to 
until we can consider it further. 


pass the bill over, 


| by the maintenance of the present squadron, or 


| calculated to suppress slavery and the slave trade, 


H 


; to 
remove and repeal the last barrier, as it will be 
said, whether truly or not, to the suppression of 
the slave trade, with a view to the importation of 
slaves into the country to answer a supposed in- 


creased demand. I cannot consent to withdraw 
that squadron, unless something more efficient, 
or, at least, as efficient, be placed in its stead. 

I believe, sir, that, instead of appropriating 
eight hundred thousand or a million of dollars a 
year for the maintenance of eighty guns on the 
coast of Africa, an annual appropriation of two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars to the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, to enable them to ply 
steamers between our coast and the African coast, 
with ordinary equipments, perhaps one long gun 
ànd other preparations for seizing and suppress- 
ing African slavers, and with a view to the pur- 
chase of tracts of country from time to time on 
this coast, upon which to plant your emigrant ne- 
groes and build up civilized societies, will be the | 
most efficient measure that can be adopted. On 
this coast slaves are now brought to market and 
sold there, as is well known, to traders for this || 
continent and its adjacent islands. I believe that, 
by enabling the American Colonization. Society 
to settle it with civilized communities, we should 
do tenfold more to suppress the slave trade than 


even the provisions of this bill. 
The subject has not been well matured by me, 
but there can be, in my judgment, nothing so well 


as civilization. Put civilization asa wall along 
the coast-of Africa, where these creatures are | 
brought from the interior by their brethren and | 
sold to the cupidity of American traders, and you | 
will at once, I believe, effectually suppress this | 


i 
f 


i willing thatthis provision of the Ashburton treaty | 
‘shall be abrogated, or even that this bill shall be | 


| offer the following additional sections, as an amend- i 
i ment to the bill: 
1 
| 


:: of the United States shall have the privilege of transporting 


i pivot, and hha ae guns, and shall man them with 8 
< i; proper complement o: ient servi 
f urged the Senator at -his seat to consent to let: Ender private paa a E epena 
the matter lie over until Monday, but he did not |! 
I hope that something will arise ;: °°! i 
P & aTISE «said coast, and on their return voyage shall run downmsaid |; 
i; coast as low as Cabarda, and return cruising along said |; 
:} coast as high as the Gambia. = 


| trade, 
inot being willing that our present preventive 


{ wish to accomplish that object. But 


measures shall pass from our hands; not being | 


passed at present; and-not being willing to trust | 
to the liberality of Senators and members to pass 
what, in my judgment, the occasion demands, 
after the adoption of this bill, I shall insist, before ; 
it be passed, that some provision like that which 
I now offer shall be adopted, or some evidence | 
given that it will be adopted. With that -view l 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That ihe sum of $250,000 
be, and is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money 


1 

| 
for the year ending 30th of June, 1855, for the purpose of | 
enabling said society to establish a line of steam vessels |; 
consisting of two steamers. Said steamers shall each make 
three trips within the year, and, as near as possible, atreg- 
ular intervals, alternating between the ports of New York, | 
Baltimore, Norfolk, Savannah, and New Orleans, and the 
west coast of Africa, touching at such places as said society į 
i 

| 


shall direct. . i 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Government || 


to and from West Africa, the Government mails, and Hke- 


Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That said society 
shali arm each steamer with one long, heavy gun,on a 


under private commissions from the Government, to repress 
and check slavers on the line of their voyage between this i 
country and the west coast of Africa, and along the line of ; 


# 
fi 
Į; 


ii cle of the Ashburton treaty of 1842. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I hope tha 
amendment will not prevail. If it be adopted it 
may perhaps defeat the bill. If the honorable 
gentleman desires to offer such a proposition as 
that the Government of the United States shall 
employ the Colonization Society in the business of 
-navigating steamers between this country and 
Liberia, let him bring it forward on some other 
occasion. Let him bring it forward on some 
occasion when it will not embarrass a measure of 
this salutary character. There is nothing. of 
necessary. connection between this amendment 
and the bill. 0 

1, sir, am myself a friend of the Colonization 
Society, and I should be very happy to see it ad- 
vanced in all its great objects; but I do think that 
if this amendment be engrafted on the bill at this 
time, it will defeat it. e know that honorable 
gentlemen here, who are friendly. to the bill as it 
stands, are directly opposed to this amendment. 
There is no necessary connection whatever be- 


| tween the two. Í trust, therefore, that as the hon- 
| orable gentleman professes to be in favor of the 


bill, he will consent to withdraw the amendment, 
if he discovers, as I think he will, ona very slight 
examination, that it must necessarily obstruct the 
passage of the measure. ‘ ‘ 

I do not go into a discussion of the questions 
arising out of the amendment the gentleman has 
proposed. I confine myself in my objection to it 
to this single remark, that it must have the effect 
of impeding the passage of the bill. There is 
barely time now left for the bill to pass through 
the House of Representatives as well as the Sen- 
ate, although | believe there is a general feeling in 
favor of the measure, in both branches of Con- 
gress. I hope the Senate will not agree to the 
amendment. 

Mr. PETTIT. Iwill not say that the honor- 


i able Senator from Delaware is opposed to this 


measure to appropriate any money for the .sup- 
pression of the slave trade, but he talks very much 
like a member of any legislative body who is op- 
posed to a measure submitted. He says this is 
not the right place, it is wrong; it has no connec- 
tion with this bill, move it somewhere else. Move 
it again, when we have the least possible chance 
of success, is the advice the Senator gives me. 
Sir, so far as relates to its connection with this: 
bill, none could be moreappropriate. The bill is- 
entitled ‘* A bill for the more effectual suppression 
of the slave trade in American-built vessels,” and 
nothing can be more appropriate for that purpose 
than the appropriation of a small amount of money 
to carry out the object. What could be more 
efficient than the plying of two steamers which it 
is proposed shall be plied? What could’ be more 
efficient than the appropriation of the money pro- 


| posed by it? 


I desire, Mr. President, however, while I am 
up, to say, that I shall press this amendment, oy 
something in its form. Iam not willing that this 
bill shall pass, that the subject shall be up in any 
form, that the abrogation of the treaty of 1842 
shall take place, withdrawing our squadron from 
that coast, unless there shall be some substitute 
for it. I desire, however, to ask that the whole- 
subject may lie upon the table, and the bill be 
ordered to be reprinted, with the amendment, in 
ordery that Senators may see it. It may need 
some,pruning, some alteration, and some amend- 
ment; and until Senators can see it, they cannot 
well make up their minds. I move that the bill lie 


| on the table, and be ordered to be reprinted with 
| the amendment. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw that for a moment. 

Mr. PETTIT. Certainly. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The honorable Senator. 
abors under an entire misapprehension of the 
character of the bill. Why, sir, the bill has 
nothing to do with the abrogation of the fifth arti- - 
z It contains.. 
no provision on that subject whatever. It has 
othing to do with it. It contains provisions for 
he suppression of the slave trade in American- 
built vessels, but it does not, in any part of it, - 
refer to the Ashburton treaty, or to the withdrawal 
of any part of our squadron from the coast of 
Africa. 

Mr. PETTIT. 
template that, . 

r. CLAYTON. What is the effect of the <- 
Senator’s proposition? To order this to lieion the © 


Another proposition does con- 


. 


1854. 


table until he can have tirne to look at it further. 
The session is nearly at an-end; we have no time 
to lose. If honorable Senators concur with me 
in the beneficent character of this measure, and 


the humanity of it, they will, unless they have | 


objection to it, assist me in its passage, and I call 
upon them to stand by me and assist mein passing 
it now, in order that the other branch of Congress 
may have an opportunity to act upon it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope this subject will go 
over, The amendment of the Senator from In- 
diana presents a very important question; and I 
think it is likely to commit the United States to 
the adoption of a very dangerous policy. At 


further, 
go over. We ought not to be hurried to a vote 
on such a subject as this. 

Mr. PETTIT. 
consideration of the subject until Wednesday, as 
the Senate has agreed to adjourn from to-day until 
Wednesday; and that the bill be reprinted with 
the amendment. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Does the honorable Senator 


from Virginia propose to sustain the amendment || 


of the Senator from Indiana? 

Mr. HUNTER. No, sir; | am opposed to it 
as far as I understand it. I wish to examine it 
further, however. i 

Mr. CLAYTON. Would the honorable Sen- 
ator under any circumstances give $250,000 to the 
Colonization Society for this purpose? 

Mr. HUNTER. Certainly not. But! 
to look further into the matter. 

Mr. BRIGHT. .{ sympathize with my col- 


wish 


| 


league, and think his amendment germane to the | 


bill. If he intends to press the consideration of the 
subject upon the attention of Congress at this ses- 
sion, it cannot be so properly dene upon any bill 
as upon this., The amendment is an important 


-one; it appropriates a large sum of money. The 


hour of one o’clock is arrived, at which the Sena- 
tor from Texas is entitled to the floor. I therefore 
hope the subject will be postponed for the purpose 
of letting him proceed with his remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. BADGER 
in the chair.) The question is on the motion to 


postpone the further consideration of the subject ‘i 


until Wednesday next, and that the bill be re- 
printed with the amendment. 
Mr. CLAYTON. Itis notto order it to lie on 
the table, = 
Mr. PETTIT. 1 
to postpone in place of the other motioñ. 
he motion was agreed to. 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate take up 


telegraph from the Mississippi river to the Pa- 


cific ocean, not for the purpose of considering it |; 


| 
{ 


ii land donation grants do not, in express terms, ` 
No, sir; I submitted a mation | 


now, but to postpone it until Wednesday next, | 


so as to have it considered then. tt has been re- 
ported from the Committee on Territories. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN, ) desire to offer a few amend- 
ments to the bill. 


for their consideration. The first is in the first 


section of the substitute of the committee, to <i 


strike out the words ‘f or some other point on the 
Pacific coast.” The object is to make the term- 


ination definite at San Francisco instead of in- | 
; the amendments were all made with the appreba- 


definite. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The next amendment is ini 


the second sedtion of the substitute reported from | 
the committee, to insert after the word “and” 


the word ‘‘ after,” so as to provide that— 


it will take but a few moments ; 


i| tion of the committee’s substitute, the words, “ in 
+ alternate sections. 


‘| line of the telegraph. 


i 

i| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 
| 
! 


‘| to my constituents. 
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acres of lands. The amendment is, that all min- | 
| eral lands shall be excluded therefrom. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The next amendment is to 
j add after the word ‘section,’ in the same sec- 


f ” 


That is in the clause giving 
i the right to select from the public lands along the 


| The amendment was agreed to. 
| Mr. HAMLIN. The next amendment is in | 


| the same section to strike out the word ‘less’? : 


any rate, I should like to have time to look into it land insert the word “more.” As it now reads, 


1 hope, therefore, it will be allowed to |i j, gives the right to select ‘not less than a section | 
‘or more than a township in one body.” 
I move to postpone the further ij amendment is to make it read, ‘not more than a 


The | 


section.” 


Mr. HAMLIN, I next propose to strike out | 
| of the sixth section the words: “Nor more than 
ta township in one body. If more than a town- 
ship shall be selected in the same locality, alter- 
į nate townships only shall be taken.” The bill 
| will then simply provide for the sections to be 


| taken in alternate sections, instead of townships, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


| Mr. HAMLIN. I next propose, in the same 
| Section, after the word ‘‘surveyed,”’ to insert “if 
|-practicable,’’ so that the clause shall read, ‘where | 
| unsurveyed lands shall have been selected, the | 
| President of the United States shall cause the | 
| same to be surveyed, if practicable.” 

| The amendment was agreed to. 

! Mr. HAMLIN. The last amendment which ! 
| I propose is in the proviso of the sixth section, after ; 
| the word ‘with,’’ to insert ‘the location and,” 
| 


so that the proviso shall read: 


“ Thatin the event a railroad to the Pacific ocean shall i 
| be located on or near said line of telegraph, the grant of 


j 


| land contemplated in this section shall be so located as not 
i to interfere with the location, and any grant Congress may | 


| make in aid of the construction of said railroad.’ 


| Mr. GWIN. These amendments have been ; 
i made at my suggestion, and others may be neces- | 
sary before the bill is perfected. That in regard 
to the exclusion of mineral lands from donation 
Thad inserted to put a stop to the circulation of 
| falsehoods in my own State that, because these | 


| exclude the mineral lands, they can be selected as 
| other public lands, if the bills asking for those 
i grants become laws. This is not true; but those 
| 


; who have told one falsehood to prejudice me `i 
i among my constituents will repeat it on every 
:; occasion that a pretext is given them. Yearsago, 


the bill to authorize the construction of a line of | soon after I took my seat in this body, 1 advo- 


; cated the exclusion of the mineral region in Cali- 


regard to the public lands; and it is now the law 


j of the land, and through my agency. Yet Iin- ;j 


| tend every bill donating the public lands, that 
| may apply to California, to have an express pro- 
| vision excluding the mineral lands from its opera- 
| tion, to prevent enemies from misrepresenting me 
i I move now the postpone- 
iment of the further consideration of the subject 


‘ until half past twelve o’clock, on Wednesday 


requisite telegraph apparatus, instruments, operators, and : 
men necessary to its efficiency and reliability; and the : 


same shall be completed and put in operation within two 
years from the passage of the bill, and after such Siate 


legislation as may be necessary to authorize its construc- . 


tion by the States through whieh it may pass,” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The next I propose is to add, 


after the word “ legislation,” in the same clause, ` 


« shall have been secured.” It is a mere verbal 
amendment, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


the sixth section of the committee’s substitute, 


to insert after the word ‘lands’? the words fex- | 


| 
i 


H next. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 1 ought to have stated that 


tion of the Committee on Territories. 
Mr. Gwaix’s motion was agreed to. 


JAMES ROBERTSON, 


sometime since presented a claim, through a me- 
morial, which was laid before the Senate by the 
Senator from Mississippi. It was referred to the: 


I am harassed day by ; 


may be disposed of now. 
day by his applications. I have just received a 
note from him, in which he says that General : 
| Hovsron is willing to defer the commencement of , 
i his speech, in order to enable him to have this 
| thing acted upon. i 


Mr. HAMLIN. The next amendment is in|} Mr. HOUSTON. If it should lead to no debate, | 


| I have no objection. i 
Mr. EVANS. l presume there will be no de- |; 


fornia from the operation of general legislation in <i 


Mr. EVANS. A man of the name of Robert- `: 


; ; R i son, who is probably known to every Senator 
«í Said working stations are to be supplied with all the |, z p y yY » 


Committee on the Contingent Expenses of the |: 
Senate, and a report is now before the body on the ! 


‘i subject, which [ ask, as a special favor to myself, ‘| A message was received from the House of. 


bate. The report is adverse to the claim; but he 
tells me that more than a majority of the Senate 
are disposed to give him something. Hae partic- 


‘ularly mentions my friend from lowa; [Mr. 


| Doper,} who is on the same committee as myself. 
I move that the report be taken up, so that we 
may dispose of it. - : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I shall not certainly inter- 
fere with the Senator from South Carolina, if it 
| be possible to dispose of this report immediately. 
I have already given way this morning tò gentle- 
men, to enable them to bring forward their bills, 
but it seems to me that the applications multiply; 
still, if this subject can be disposed of without de- 
bate, I shall yield with pleasure. 

Mr. EVANS. Ifit gives rise to debate I shall 
consent to postpone it. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. With that understanding, I 
give way. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to consider 
the report. 

The committee do not consider the case as 
coming within the subjects of their cognizance” 
Their proper business is to audit and control the 
funds set apart yearly for the contingent expenses 
of the Senate. The claim of the petitioner is for 
damages sustained by reason of the unlawful arrest - 
and imprisonment by the officers of the Senate, 
This cannot beconsidered as one of the contingent 


'| expenses of the Senate which it is the duty of the 


committee to audit or control. If the petitioner is 
entitled to_any damages, it should be granted by 
an act of Congress, or by a resolution of the Sen- 
ate. Taking this view of the case, they are unable 
to conjecture why the petition was referred to 
them, unless it be that they should report on the 
facts. The subject has been more than once be- 
fore the Senate, and two very full reports have been 
heretofore made, which, it is believed, embody all 
the facts of the case. To these, the committee 
have nothing to add, except that so far as has ap- 
i peared to them, the petitioner is a harmless and 
inoffensive man, and had no design on the life of 
Mr. Clay, on a suspiciomof which he was arrested 
by the officers of the Senate. He had conceived 
the notion that Mr. Clay had done him great in- 
juries, and was unworthy of a seatin the Senate. 
He had drawn a memorial setting out his charges, 
and had applied to Mr. Foote, of Mississippi, to 
present it, and had come into the Senate Chamber 
with a view to get it presented. This led to the 
apprehension that his mind was disordered, and in 
order to prevent any act of violence, whilst under 
i this delusion, he was arrested and committed to 
| prison, : 

Although the committee do not consider the 
subject as falling within the sphere of their duty, 
: yet they were willing to collect the facts and to 
recommend, as has been heretofore done, some 
‘ reasonable gratuity to one in his condition; but, 
on conversing with him, his demands were so 
| exorbitant that they decline to make any recom-: 
| mendation—leaving it to his friends, of whom, he 


; Says, he has many in the Senate, to submit a res- 


', olution for further compensation, if it is considered 


| he has any claims. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Baparr 
‘in the chair.) The Chair does not perceive that 
; this report contains any recommendation for. the 
: action of the Senate. 

Mr. PETTIT. I move that the Senate concur 
i in the report. 4 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
i supposes that the Senator’s intention is to dis- 
i charge the committee frọm the further consider- . 


i ation of the subject. 


Mr, PETTIT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EVANS. Some Senator may have a 
proposition to offer. 

Several Sexarors. Oh, no. 

The motion to discharge the committee was 
greed to. . 
: ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE, 


Representatives, by Mr. McKnran, Chief Clerk, 


= announcing that they had concurred in the report 


of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the resolution providing 
i for the adjournment of the present session of 
| Congress. 

Mr. GWIN. Iam instructed by the commit- 
tee of conference to make a report. Itis of course 
the same as that which hag been concurred in by 


GLOBE. 


the House. I hope it will be concurred in by the 
Senate. 

The report was read. - It recommends that the | 
House recede from their original resolution, that 
the Senate recede from their amendment thereto, 
and that the President of the Senate, and the 
Speaker of the House adjourn their respective 
Elouses sine die on Friday, the 4th of August, at 
twelve o’clock, m. 

The report was concurred in. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr, BADGER 
in the-chair.) The Senator from Texas, in pur- | 
suance of notice, asks the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to make a personal explanation. If} 
there be no objection, the Senator will now pro- | 
ceed. i 

Unanimous consent was given. 


Mr. HOUSTON addressed the Senate for nearly | 
thřee hours, in the course of which he quoted |! 
much documentary testimony in relation to the | 
late Texas Navy, and certain acts of Commodore 
E. W. Moore, when Texas was an independent |! 
Republic, and the Senator was its President, The | 
subject of incorporating the oflicers of the Texas | 
Navy with that of the United States, has frequently | 

` been before Congress, and a personal controversy 
has arisen, which the Senator from Texas thought | 
required from him the explanation and statement | 
which he this day made. His speech will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 


| 
| 
i 
d 
| 
| 
l 
LAND SYSTBM' IN THE TERRITORIES. | 
| 
l 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The Committee on 
Publie Lands, to whom was referred the bill of 
the House of Representatives, “to establish the | 
officesof surveyor general of New Mexico, Kan- 
sas, and Nebraska, to grant donations to actual 
settlers therein, and for other purposes,’ have 
instructed me to report it back without amend- | 
ment. I wish to state that this is exactly similar | 
to a bill which passed the Senate with the addi- 
tion of a section providmg for a surveyor gen- | 
eral’s office for the two Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska, and a land office for each. As it is 
important that we should have early action on the 
subject, | ask for the present consideration of the 
bill, 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed, 

REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. | 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
further to amend the act entitled © An act to re- 
duce and modify the rates of postage in the Uni- 


ted States, and for other purposes,’ passed March | 
3, 1851, was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. i 

The House bill for the relief of A.B. Roman, | 
of Louisiana, was read twice by its title, and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The joint resolution from the House to correct | 
a clerical error in an act upproved June 22, 1854, | 
to authorize a register to be issued to the steamer |) 
El Paraguay by a new name, was read twice by 
its tide, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


TITLE TO LANDS. f 
Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, The Committee on | 
Public Lands have instracted me to report a bill 
“to vest in the several States and Territories the | 
title in fee of the lands which have been, or may |; 
be certified to them.” This bill is stated by the p 
Commissioner of the General Land Oifice to be 
necessary, in consequence of a decision of the Su- 
reme Court of the Uoited States at its last term. |! 
am sure no one will object to the bill. lask for |, 
its immediate consideration. 
By unanimous consent, the bill was read twice 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
lt provides that where lands have been, or shall 
hereafter be granted by any law of Congress to 
any State ov Territory ; and where the law does |i 
not convey the fee simple title of the lands, or re- | 
quire patents to be issued therefor, the lists of such | 
Jands which have been, er may hereafter be certi- 
fied by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, under the seal of the office, either as origin- || 
als, or copies of the originals or records, shall be | 


|| tleman from ladiana said. 


regarded as conveying the fee simple of all the 
lands embraced in such Jists of the character con- 
templated by such act of Congress, and intended 
to be granted thereby; but where lands embraced 
in such lists are not of the character embraced by 
the acts of. Congress, and are not intended to be 
granted thereby, those lists, so far as these lands 
are concerned, shall be null and void, and no right, 
title, claim, or interest shall be conveyed thereby. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; | 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saruxpay, July 1, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m, Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. ‘ 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER yesterday appointed Messrs, 
Orr, Marreson, and BarkspaLe the committee 
of conference on the part of the tLlouse to meet a 
like committ e on the part of the Senate on the 


| disagreeing v. tes of the two Houses with refer- 


ence to the re olution of the Elouse fixing a day 
for the adjournment sine die of the present session 
of Congress. 
ISAAC BOWMAN. 
Mr. EDDY. 
a correction of a report made by me yesterday 
in the case of Isaac Bowman. 


when I made that report in this case. f stated at 
the time that the committee concurred ina former 


i ask leave of the House to make ! 


À Perhaps £ failed | 
in being understood by the Speaker of the House, | 


report, and that they asked to be discharged from ; 


its further consideration. 
was my object to say that the committee had 
concurred in a former report made by the same 
committee, and that they desired the adoption of 
a resolution by the House that they should be 
discharged from its further consideration. 
that the Journal be corrected in this respect. 


If I did not say this, it ; 


Task | 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana ! 


mace a report from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims for the relief of Isaac Bowman. He 
states that the committee directed him to report 
its concurrence in a former resolution adopted by 
the committee, which is in the following words: 


* Resolved, That the petition in the case of Isaac Bow- 


man be referred to the Secretary of the Interior for liqui- | 


dation, under the act of April 5, 1832, and that this com 
mittee be discharged from its further consideration.”? 


This is the resolution in which the committee 


| concurred, and which they reported to the House. | 


| 


The Chair did not understand that a vote was to | 


H be had upon that resolution, and inthe usual form 
| directed that the committee be discharged from the 
t further consideration of the case, as requested by 
ij the gentleman making the report, and that the re- 
| port lieupon the table. The gentleman from Indi 


ana, and the committee, it seems, intended to have 
the action of the House upon the resolution in favor 


of the claimant, and that the papers should be | 
e it will be for the | 
| Elouse to determine what course it will take upon 


transmitted to the Department. 


the subject. 


Mr. HAVEN, 


ĮI could not hear what the gen- | 
I desire to know if he | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


supposes that the Secretary has power, under : 


‘| existing law, to act upon the subject without our 


conferring on him additional power? 
Mr. EDDY. i suppose he has. 
Mr. HAVEN, 


If that is so, we may as well | 


pass the resolution, as it is nota joint resolution. ` 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 


Į question will be upon the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, 


Mr. COBB. [ask the gentleman from Indiana 


i what act is referred to? 


Mr. EDDY. I will explain. Lieutenant Isaac 
Bowman was a lieutenant in the iHinois regiment, 
under the command of General George Roger- 
stock. From the evidence before the committee, 
there can. scarcely be the shadow of a doubt but 
that the servizes for which the claim is made were 
performed by Lieutenant Bowman in that regi- 


ment, and performed for a period which should ! 


entitle him to a pension und 
suppose it is scarcely necessary to go into the his- 
tory of thecase now. [Cries of No!” “ Nol?’] 
Not one of the committee to whom the case was 
referred entertained a doubt of the justice of the 
claim. It was a clear one; and the claimant is a 
very meritorious man. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

DUTIES ON FOREIGN MERCHANDISE. 

Mr. FULLER. I havea Senate bill here (No. 
245) which [ desire to have put upon ils passage; 
and I ask the unanimous consent of the House 
for that purpose. It is a bill for the purpose of 
facilitating the. payment in specie of duties on the 
importation of foreign merchandise, as it seems 
that serious inconvenience exists under the pres- 
entlaw. ftisa bill to amend the provisions 
of the fifty-sixth section of the act entitled‘ An act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,’ approved 2d March, 1799.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let us hear the 
bill read for information. 

The biil was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

lt provides that whenever merchandise is im- 
ported into any port of the United States from any 
foreign country, in vessels propelled, in whole or 
in part, by steam, and when it shall appear that 
such merchandise is to be delivered immediately 
after the entry of the vessel, it shall be lawful for 
the collector of the customs to take possession of 
said merchandise, and deposit the same in a bonded 
warehouse; and whenever it shall not appear that 
the merchandise is to be immediately delivered, it 
shall be lawful for the collector of customs to take 
possession of the same and @eposit it in any 
bonded warehouse at the request of the owner, 
master, or consignee of the vessel, on three days’ 
notice from such collector. 

Mr. DISNEY. J object to the consideration of 
the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi. I do not wish 
to inflict a speech upon the Elouse, and 1 ask the 
privilege of printing one. 

No objection being made, leave was granted. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS SINE DIF. 

Mr. ORR. I ask leave to submit a report 
from the committee of conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses on the joint resolution 
fixing the day of adjournment of the present ses- 
sion of Congress. i 

The report was read, as follows: 

The committee of conference have met, and, aftera full 
and free consultation, have agreed to recommend that the 
House of RePreseptanves recede from thnir original resolt- 
tion; and that the Senate recede from their amendment 
thereto; and that the President of the Senate, and the 
Speaker of the House, do severally adjourn their respective 
Honses sine die on Friday, the fourth day of August next, 
at twelve o’eloek, m. 

Mr. ORR. The committee had a very long 
conference, and agreed upon the report which has 
been just read at the Clerk’s table. ~The mem- 
bers of this body are as well prepared, I presume, 
to vote on this question now as they would be 
after a further debate. The usual practicein this 
matter is, I believe, to demand the previous ques- 
tion on the concurrence in every report from a com~ 
mittee of conference. And i therefore demand 
the question on concurring in this report. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
report of the committee of conference upon the 
table, and {i lope it will be nailed there; and if 
the Fouse would allow me, I could give the rea- 
sons. 

Mr. ROBBINS. 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered * 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 50, nays 114; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Banks, Belcher, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Clark, Cobb, John G. Davis, Disney, 


I ask the yeagand nays upon 


| Eddy, English, Everbart, Florence, Fuller, Green, Hen- 


i Gamble, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W- 


dricks, Henn, Hillyer, Hughes, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, 
Roland Jones, Lindley, Lindsley, MeMullin, Mace, Macy, 
Maxwell, Mayall, Smith Milter, Noble, Parker, Bishop Per- 
kins, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Rowe, Sabin, Shannon, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
vens, David Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, 
Upham, Vail, and Vansaunt—50, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James ©. Allen, Willis 
Alien, Appleton, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Bell, Ben- 
net, Benson, Breckinridze, Bridges, Brooks, Caruthers, 
Chamberlain, Chastain, Chr an, Churchwell, Chngman, 
folquitt, Ceok, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Gilom, 
Thowas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dowdell, Bast- 
man, Edmaadds, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Evison, 
Ewing, Farley, Fauikuer, Fenton, Flagler, Franklin, 


. 
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Harris, Wiley P, Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hies- 
ter, Hil, Houston, Howe, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. 
Glaucy Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Latham, Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, McDougall, McNair, 
Matteson, May, Middleswarth, Jobn G. Miller, Morgan, 
Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Preston, 
Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Robbins, 
Ruffin, Russell, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Gerrit Sinith, Sam- 
uet A. Smith, William Smith, Willian R. Smith, George 


W. Sinyth, Alexander H. Stephens, Jobn J. Taylor, John } 


L. Taylor, Trout, Wade, Walley, Walsh, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, and 
Zollicuffur—1Lid. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


"The question then recurred upon seconding the 
call forthe previous question. 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers thereon. 

‘Pellers were ordered; and Messrs. Rossis and 
Corwin were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported 75 in the affirmative, and 66 in the nega- 
tive. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ask for the yeas 
and nays upon ordering the main question ? 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. l desire to know if it will 
be in order to move to reject the report of the 
committee of conference, and raise a new com- 
mittee? 

„The SPEAKER. If the House refuse to 
adopt the report of the committee, it will then be 
in order to move to appoint another committee. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, sir, I give notice 
that, if the report be rejected, I shall make that 
motion, 

The question was then put upon ordering the 
main question; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 102, nays 63; as follows: 

_ ¥YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Wil- 
lis Allen, Appleton, David J. Bailey, Banks, Barks- 
dale, Bell, Bennett, Benson, Breckinridge, Bridges, Car- 
penter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chastain, Chrisman, 
Clingman, Colquitt, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Thom- 
as Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dowdell, Kdmands, 
Amundson, Thomas D, Eliot, Ellison, Ewing, Parley, 
Fenton, Fiagler, Franklin, Gamble, Greenwood, Aaron 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hill, Hous- 
ton, Howe, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, 
Lindley, McCulloch, McNair, Matteson, May, Middles- 
warth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, 
Nonton, Modeeai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Prelps, Powell, 
Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, 
Robbius, Ruffin, Russell, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Gerrit 
Smith, Samuel A, Smith, Witham Smith, Wiviam R. 


Smith, George W. Sinyth, Alexander H. Stephens, John | 


L. ‘Taylor, Trout, Wade, Walley, Elihu B. Washburnue, 
Na ela Wentworth, Yates, and Zollicof- 
er—102, 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Belcher, Brooks, Camp- 
bell, Caskie, Clark, Cobb, Joha G. Davis, Disney, Bast- 
man, Eddy, English, Mverhart, Florence, Fuller, Goode, 
Grecn, Grow, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hiester, Hil- 
yer, Hughes, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Roland Joncs, 
Lilly, Lindstey, McMullin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Bishop Perkins, Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Thomas 
Ritchey, Rowe, Sabin, Shannon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H.Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, 
Vail, Vansant, Walsh, and Wells—63. 


So the main question was ordered to be put, 
being upon adopting the report of the committee 
of conference. 

Mr. DISNEY demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 54; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, i 
David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Bell, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, ¢ 


Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Carpenter, Caruthers,Cham- 
derlain, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Cling- 
man, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Croker, Cul- 
lom, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dow- 
de, Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, 
English, Ewing, Farley, Fautkner, Fenton, Flagler, Frank- 
lin, Gamble, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Har- 
ris, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Houston, 
Howe, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kid- 
well, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, 
Lilly, McCulloch, Matteson, May, Middleswarth, John G. 
Miler, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Olds 
Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, 
Pheips, Powell, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
David Riichie, Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, Sage, Sapp, Sew- 
ard, Shaw, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
William R. Smith, Alexander H. Stephens, John J. Taylor, 
John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Trout, Wade, Wal- 
ley, Walsh, Ellibu B. Wasbburne, Isracl Washburn, John 
Wentworth. Yates, and Zollicoffer—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Banks, Belel 
kie, Clark, Cobh, John G. Davis, I 
Sverhart, Floreree, Fuller, Goede, 


tastan, Eddy, 


dricks, Henn, Hillyer, Hughes, Logersoil, George W, Jones, | 


Roland Jones, Lindsley, MeMullin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, 
Mayall, Smith Miller, Millson, Noble, Parker, Peckham, 


Campbell, Cas- |: 


E] 
Green, Grow, Hen- į 


So the report of the committee of conference 


was adopted. 
Mr. ORR. I rise toa privileged question. I 
move that the vote by which the report was 
adopted be reconsidered, and that the motion to 
reconsider lie upon the table. 
„The latter motion was agreed to. 
CHANGE IN THE HOUR OF MEETING. | 
Mr. HENN. lask the unanimous consent of || 
the House to submit the following resolution: 
Resolved, That when this House adjourns on Monday i 
next, it adjourn to meet at eleven o’clock, a. m, on Wed- 
nesday, the Sih iustaut, aud that thereafter the regular hour 
for inceting each day shali be eleven o'clock, a. m., until 
otherwise ordered. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Mr. HAVEN, 


1 object. 

l desire to make an appeal to 
the blouse. lam aware that it is hot weather, 
and that it is Saturday afternoon. But I wish, | 
nevertheless, to ask the Huse to gdinto the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
‘take up the civil and diplomatic bill. If members 
will agree to do it, we can finish that bill to-day. | 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope that the House will | 
do no such thing. | 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House į 

resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
flouse on the Private Calendar. 1 will tell the | 
House, that, having fixed the day for the final | 
adjournment, we shall be told, day after day, by | 
i the members of the Committee of Ways and 
| Means, that the whole time of the House must be 
| appropriated to the consideration of the business 
; of that committee. The appropriation bills are 
to have our whole time and attention, to the neg- 
i lect of the general business of the country. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in pe 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I think we had better take 
the question at once. If this discussion proceeds, 
the whole day may be occupied by it. 

The question was taken; and Mr. McMvutun’s 
motion was agreed to; there being, ona division— 
ayes 79, noes 51. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Priva 
Calendar, (Mr. Wauury in the chair.) 


RICHARD W. MEADE, DECEASED. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question under con- | 
sideration when the committee rose was the bill | 
i for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives i 
‘of Richard W. Meade, deceased, on which, by | 
order of the House, general debate has been i 
closed. The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. : 
CuanpLer]} having reported the bill, is, under | 
| the rule, entitled to address the committee an hour. 
Mr. CHANDLER. ‘The history of the claim of 
Richard W. Meade is the argument in its favor. 
:. When f presented the case to the committee, 
: some time since, l took occasion to state how the 
claim originated, and how it came to be, in my 
opinion, and the opinion of the Committee on | 
|| Foreign Affairs, a claim on the Treasury of the | 
United States. {shall disturb nobody if I partly 
| repeat that statement by declaring that the Gov- 
|: ernments of Spain and the United States nego- i 
‘ tiated a treaty, of February 22,1810, in which the :j 
: Government of the United States agreed to settle | 
i and pay all claims which our citizens should have | 
at that time against Spain, provided that these 
_ claims had been filed in the Department of State. 
i That treaty included the claim of Richard W. 
| Meade. = j 
Another article of the treaty was, that if both || 
|! Governments did notratify that treaty, it should, | 
i a&i the termination of six months, cease to be 
binding upon either party. On the 22d August, 
Spain, owing to the convulsions of that Govern- 
ment, had failed to comply with that Jast men- 
tioned article of the treaty, and it fell. Richard 
: W. Meade then renewed his negotiation with the 
: Spanish Government, asking for a liquidation of | 
this claim. A portion of this claim was allowed, | 

: and an order given him upon the treasury of the! 


j 
| 


j 


| 
f 


1 


: King for the paymentofit. After that negotiation, 
the settlement of that claim, and after its 


after 
g of an order upon the | 


liquidation, and the signing 

treasury, the two Governments entered anew into! 
i a negotiation for a treaty; and that treaty was 
n brought before the Cortes of Spain in October, 
i 


i 
H 

c fi 

11820; and when the Cortes were considering it, Mr. |} 


! 


$ 


jj 
i 
l 


i avoid any possible m 


Meade himself was an applicant to that body for 
the payment of his debt. , Very wisely a member 
of that Cortes asked whether the new treaty alse 
included the claim of Mr. Meade? Because it wasa 
large claim, and because it was necessary to settle 
all matters, a committee was appointed: to. wait 
upon the American Minister to ask him whether: 
theclaim of Mr. Meade was incladed in this treaty, 
as it was in the last treaty—this one being the 
same except in oneof its provisions, which I shall 
notice afterwards. The answer, that committee 
brought back to the Cortes was, that the claim of 
Mr, Meade was included in this treaty, and that 


ithe Government of the United States by that 


pledge relieved Spain from the payment of the 
debt. On these grounds the Cortes of Spain rec- 
ommended to the King the ratification of the 
treaty, and on these grounds the King of Spain 
did ratify it. 

I hold in my hands the letter of one of the 
members of that Cortes, alluding to the matter, Mr. 
Guerra, who had been a member of the Cortes, and 
a special agent to whom the treaty had been re- 
ferred, in a deposition taken at Philadelphia before 
Francis Hopkinson, deposes and says: 


“The said Joseph Moreno Guerra, on his solemn oath, 
doth depose and say : That he is a native of the town of 
Rumbla, province of Cordova, Andalusia, in Spain, and is, 
aged abont forty-six years and upwards; that he was duly 
elected, from his native provinée, a deputy to the National 
Cortes of Spain,in the year 1820, for that and the follow- 
ing year, 18213 and that the said Cortes assembled at 
Madrid on the 7th day. of July, 1820; that on or about the 
beginning of October, in the same year, the Cortes discussed 
the question relating to the treaty signed during the year 
before, at the city of Washington, between Spain and the 
United States of America, involving a cession of the two 
Fioridas. At the same time a special committee, to whom 
the business of that treaty had been referred, made a report 
on a memoria! previously presented by the agent of Richard 
W. Meade, of Piiladeiphia, in the United States, claiming 
an appropriation for the payment of a sum acknowledged 
to be due bim by his majesty the King of Spain. 

“This committee, in their report, informed the Cortes 
that, in order to decide definitively upon the claim of the 
memorialist, it was necessary to ascertain whether the 
amount of money duc to Richard W. Meade, and to those 
who were represented by him, had been iucluded among 
those claims which the Government of the United States 
undertook to pay, and from which it was wholly to exon- 
erate Spain; for, if this should not prove to have been 
done, the debt owing to Richard W. Meade, in particular, 
ought immediately to be paid, as it was considered a ba- 
tional debt, arising either directly out of contracts, or from 
the consequences of contracts, made by him inaid of the 
liberty and independence of Spain at the most critical peri- 
ods of the Revolution; that at the poriods of those contracts, 
and in the full confidence that they would be fulfilled, the 
services of Meade had been of the most important kind 5 
and that the sum for which payment was required had been 
liquidated and fixed by a special commi sion of counciliors 
appointed for that purpose by his Majesty, the King, who 
had subsequently sanctioned and approved the settlement. 

Ju consequence of this report of the committee, it was 
proposed in the Cortes to address an official letter to the Sec- 
retary of State, to ascertain whether or vot the sam then 
claimed in the memorial above-mentioned had been in- 
cluded among those which the United States undertook to 
discharge. Such letter was accordingly written by the 
Secretary of the Cortes, in the usual manner, and a reply 
from the Seeretary of State was received, stating distineuly 
that the debt dne to Richard W. Meade was expressly in- 


; cluded in the treaty; that the nature and amountof said 


debt were well known to the Government of the United 


| States, as the same had becn officially communicated tothe 


American Minister residing at Madrid; but that the same 


|! Government of the United States required the large ces- 
Í sions of lands made to the Duke of Alagon, Count Punon 


Rostro, aud Mr. Vargas, to be cancelled, considering the 
entire Floridas appropriated to the payment of the claims, 
of its citizens upon the Spanish Government. In arder to 
nderstanding or mistake upon this 
subject, it was proposed in the Cortes that a committee of 
wo of its members should be appointed to wait on the Min- 
ter of the United States, Mr. Forsyth; and accordingly 
this deponent, with Mr. Thomas Isturio, member of the 
city Cadiz, were appointed, did wait on Mr. Forsyth, and 
obtained from that gentleman the clear and distinct assur- 
ance that the debt due to Richard W. Meade would cer- 
tainly be paid to him by the United States, if the treaty 
were ratified by the Spanish Governnient, and the cessions 


| above-mentioned totally annulled. 


“And this deponent solemnly declares that. these assur- 
ances, thus conveyed to the Cortes, and these assurances 
only, induced that body to annul the grants of land in the 
Floridas, two of which had been acknowledged valid in the 
treaty itself; that had not the Cortes been perfectly satis- 
fied by these solemn assurances that the national debt (as it 
was regarded) due to Richard W. Meade, would be fay 
paid by the United States, it would not have consented to 
vacate those grants of laud, as far as respected the United 
States, but would have vacated them asrespcets individuals 


| to whom they had been made, reserving them to the Span- 


isk nation by the law of reversion, for the express purpose 
af paying, by them, the debt due to the said Richard W. 
Meade, either by their transfer to said Meade, or hy. sale, 
and with the product thereof would have paid the debt and 
terest. 

‘Jn this debt to the said Meade, the deponent saya that 


the Cortes took a particular interest, as it arose from con- 
tracts, the most of which had been sanctioned by the- 
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former Cortes, which sat in Cadiz during the years 18i 
and 1812: The Cortes deemed itself especially hound to 
seb such engagements complied with ; and the said Meade 
was considered as more than commonly meritorious, having 
been unjustly persecuted on account of the services he had 
réndered the Spanish nation. The deponent adds, that 
the Cortes founded their right to vacate, as to the individ- 
ual grantees, the cessions of land in Florida above referred 
to, and.to.reserve them for the nation, to be devoted to any 

urpose that might be deemed just and proper, upon the 
aw called reversion and incorporation, well known in the 
history and legislation of Spain since the fourteenth cen- 
tury--a law which converts into national property what- 
ever the prodigality of the monarchs might confer on their 
favorites, as happened with those termed Enrequenas, and 
with many others.” 


The whole of the deposition goes to prove most 
fully and distinctly that that was the understanding | 
of the Cortes. Another deposition, that of Don 


Alvaro Flores Estrade, is to the same effect; and | 
i 


there are still others which likewise go to prove 
thesame. Don Alvaro Flores Estrade deposes 


that he is in possession of most indisputable proof i 


that the Cortes of Madrid acceded to the ces- 
sion of the Floridas on the basis that the claim 
of Richard W. Meade should be satisfied by the | 
Government of the United States. It should be | 
known, and I desire gentlemen who feel an inte- 
rest inthe matter to note, that the first treaty, the 
treaty of February 22, 1819, ceded to the United 
States the two Floridas; but, of course, did not 
cede with them the private rights, the fee-simple, 
which had been granted to three distinguished 
Spaniards. But, between the negotiations of 1819 | 
and those of 1820, the Cortes of Spain, by the 
exercise of a power granted to them by an old | 
law of that country, took back the lands which | 
the King of Spain had granted to these three no- 
blemen, and included them in the grant of the 
Floridas to the United States; and that is what 


this deponent alludes to when he says that, hav- |. 


ing withdrawn the land from these individuals, | 
and having included it in the cession made to 
the United States, Richard W. Meade was 
to be, as if he had said therefore he was to be, 
pan the full amount of money due to him from 

pain by the Government of the United States 
because of such an extraordinary grant of the 
best lands in Florida. 


Mr. Chairman, I have examined this claim with i 


more care than | usually give to cases of this kind. 
Thave examined it with the assistance of a law- 
yer’seyes, l have examined it with a conscien- 
tious desire to bring to this House nothing more 
than was justice, and nothing more than what I 
should endeavor to do, in all honesty, to persuade 
this House of the amount justly due to theelaim- 
ant, When this was decided in Spain when the 
treaty was signed, it was generally understood 
that Mr. Meade had no longer any claim upon 
the Government of Spain. The understanding; 
of course, arose from a report at’ the committee of 
Cortes and the action ofthat body. He returned, 
at once to this country, and made arrangements 
to present his claims before the commission ap- 
pointed in pursuance of the provisions of that 
treaty. At the proper time he called upon the 
commissioners—or waited upon that court, which 
is a more proper expression—with his claim. 
After some consideration, they asked him for the | 
vouchers of his claim. He presented to them the | 
order upon the Treasury, signed by the King of 
Spain. He presented it to them with the same | 


confidence that you would present to the Treasury | 


of the United States any token of indebtedness; 


4 


the claim included in the treaty. The Secretary of 
State of the United States undertook the affair. 
He addressed our Minister at the court of Spain 
to call upon the Government and demand the 
vouchers. The Spanish Government delayed, 
and stood upon its dignity—a very small standing 
pointit proved, but the Government finally yielded, 
and promised to supply them. e 

She sent her orders to the several officers to 
| supply the American Minister with the vouchers 
i from the courts. Those orders were reluctantly 
| given, and were very tardily obeyed. No vouchers 
| came. Mr. Meade grew restive. The Govern- 
| ment again interfered. Our Minister there, at 
i length, when the commission was approaching its 
| termination, again interfered, and the Spanish 


the demand, from the fact that the court had 
| changed fram Seville to Cadiz, and thence to 


| courts were in confusion. They found it difficult, 
| the vouchers. The vouchers were necessary, 
| absolutely necessary, to establish the claim. 
Mean time, as Í have said, the time when this 
| commission was to expire grew near. 
| which gave it existence, gave it existence only for 
| such a time. 


| was just, but at the same time denying the proof 
i of that justice. Ifit was founded upon justice, un- 
| was limited in its existence expired, the money 
; was distributed among the other claimants, and 
Mr. Meade was left to seek justice from other 
sources, The letter from the chairman of the 
commission is worth reading. He speaks of it as 


|i a just claim, but states that it was impossible for 


| the commission to allow it, in consequence of the 
į want of these proofs. 
| These vouchers did not make their appearance; 
| but is that any excuse for not doing justice to this 
| claimant? Suppose Spain had, in the progress of 
; events, elise 19 give up the Floridas. Suppose, 
after reflection, she had come to the conclusion 
| that it would be better for her to retain possession 
of them, and sell the fee-simples out to purchas- 
| ers. “They would have been valuable. But if 


appeal to arms to enforce the treaty would have 
| been the result. 
Now, sir, I believe that no one part of a treaty 


had madea treaty, to enforce it in all its provisions. 
It was not only our duty to insist upon the giving 
up of the Floridas by Spain, but it was our duty 
to insist upon the carrying out in every respectall 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
i 


li these vouchers; and it was the duty of the Gov- |! 


; ernment to insist upon their being given up. Spain 
j held these vouchers, which were against herself. 
But Spain delayed—this Government delayed— 
the commission delayed. Mr. Meade, however, 
| did not delay. He was early, constant, and un- 
i failing in his applications for these vouchers. 
| But, sir, they were, as 1 suid, delayed. ‘The com- 
mission delayed. They met one day, and did not 
| méet another day. At the end of eight months 


a Treasury note, or any certificate of loan, signed 
‘by the proper officer of this Government. But | 
the commissioners hesitated. They said: ‘ These | 
are not the vouchers of the original debt; and the | 
law, which is based upon that treaty, the treaty | 
itself, gives us the right to claim those vouchers.” | 
They did claim them. : | 


Mr. Meade, pursuing his rights, addressed a |: 


letter to the Spanish Minister, asking him to sup- 
ply him with the ways and means of presenting | 
those vouchers, that he might lay them before the | 
i 
i 


commission. Indignant at the insult, as he con- 

sidered it; indignant that any one should refuse : 
to comply with the order, and dare to go behind 
the record, he refused. The court was all the 
time acting—or, what is more like a commis- 
sion—was waiting for the supply of these vouch- 
ers, that they might decide upon the credit of that 
claim. They had ceased to doubt that it was in- 
eluded, but they thought they had the right to | 
demand the vouchers; and the fact that they de- | 
manded the vouchers is proof that they considered | 


jį they had done something. At the end of a,year 
they had done something more, and soit went on. | 
Mr. Meade suffered by the negligence of thecom- ; 


i 
1 . . . . 
; mission, and suffered still more from the negligence 


i 


: They were bound to enforce it; and shall we allow | 


| them to take advantage of their own error? Shall 


be allowed between individuals ? 


Mr. White, the president of the board of com- | 


i 
| 

missioners, said: 

| “I cannot see that anything has been either said or done, 
| by any of those officers, by which this claim is to be treated 


different from what it would have been if they had been 


t 
| 
į dence as at present furnishing any evidence of the validity 
| of these contracts, their terms, or the extent of compensa- 
| tion for a violation of them, yet, believing as I do, from the 
; Other testimony, that Mr. Meade has a well founded claim, 
| or at least a claim which the Spanish Goverament consid- 
| ered well founded, Iam perfectly willing to require any 


! think they possess which will elucidate those transactions; 


= 


Government offered a part of it, and pleaded, as ! 
jan excuse for not giving the whole, that there 
|i was a great deal of difficulty in complying with 


| Madrid, so that the whole archives of those }: 


| they found it impossible, at that time, to supply | 


The law, 


The board wrote a letter to Mr. į 
| Meade, confessing that, in their judgment, theclaim | 


i doubtedly. But the time to which the commission | 


| 
i Spain had done this, everybody knows that an | 


| is more binding upon the parties than another. | 
| And it was the duty of this Government, when it | 


the stipulations contained in the treaty. One of | 
|| those stipulations was that Spain should give up | 


of his own Government to enforce the treaty. |! 


we allow the Government to do what would not | 


entirely ignorant of this award atthe time the treaty was | 
finally ratified. Although I am unwilling to trust this evi- | 


document from that Government which there is reason to | 


fi and for that purpose am willing to continue the cause. If 
|; we can procure more evidence, itis well; we shall have 
i) greater certainty in our ultimate decision. If we cannot 
ii procure more, we must come to the best conclusion in our 
i! power, from the proofs as they now exist, as to the validity 
i| of the claims and the extent of allowance.’? 


j Why, if Mr. Meade had no claim, if he was 
ii not included in the cession, was Judge White 


should havesaid, ‘* We have nothing to do with it. 
The whole question is between Mr. Meade and 
the Government of Spain; and Mr. Meade and 
i the Government of Spain must make a settlement 
|i of it’? This must strike the attention of every 
gentleman who hears me. They admitted that he 
was included if he had a claim on Spain; I assert 
that he had a claim, and now ask, by the bill I have 
|| presented, that he may be allowed to prove that he 
had. 

Now, sir, Lam aware-—-I hear it while I am 
talking—I am aware that while I have quoted to 
į this committee the language of the members of 
the Cortes, there is objection made that Mr, For- 
syth, our Minister at the time to Spain, does not 
agree to it; that he does not think that that was 
the language. Nothingis more clear in the affida- 
| vits presented in the report than the assertions of 
i four or five of the members of the Cortes that, 
on the understanding of the Spanish Cortes, the 


l| Spanish King was authorized to ratify the treaty 
‘| of 1819, which was renewed in 1820. And, sir, 


an honorable gentleman, a month or two since, 
asserted on this floor that Mr. Forsyth did not 
‘allow that any such agreement had been made. 
| Mr. Forsyth, after his return, and when this 
| matter had come into discussion between the Sec- 
| retary of State and the Marquis de Case Yrujo, 
į bore this testimony: 


“Richard W. Meade having 
tion a deposition of Joseph Moi 


submitted to my examina- 
l tior : reno de Guerra, dated at 
| Philadelphia, the 23d day of April, 1894, and taken before 
| Francis Hopkinson, and by him reduced to writing: On 
| 


that part of the deposition which relates to myself, I cer- 
tify that { have no recollection of any conversation with 
Joseph Moreno de Guerra and Thomas Isturio, both of 
whom were deputies of the Cortes in 1820, in relation to 
Mr. Meade’s claim, No persons ever presented themselves 
to me, as a committee of the Spanish Cortes, during my 
residence in Madrid as the Minister of the United States. 
IfI ever had any conversation with those deputies on the 
subject of the Florida treaty, I am entirely unconscious 
that they spoke with me by the authority of that body, or 
that any importance was attached to the opinion I might 
express. It is proper to add, that I should have stated, 
on such application, that I believe Mr. Meade’s claim 
was provided for in the treaty of cession, ‘This opinion 
was freely expressed to all who conversed with me, and 
may have been, and no doubt was, to Joseph Moreno de 
į Guerra, in the presence of Mr. Isturio. The only conver- 

sation I distinctly recollect was held with Martinez de la 
| Rosa, also a deputy of the Cortes, and of the commission 
| to whom was referred the treaty of 1819. 

“ Having learned, by accident, that an attempt was about 
to be made to make a distinction favorable to Meade, be- 
tween his claim and the claims of other persons embraced 
in the treaty, I expressed my conviction to Mr. De la Rosa 
thatthe claim was just, and was provided for by the treaty, 
; but that it ought to be left to share the same fate, ag to its 

payment, with the equally just claims of other citizens of 
the United States. ‘Che Cortes deliberated in secret ses- 
sion on the subject of the treaty of 1819, and of Mr. Meade’s 
; claim. The little information I could obtain of what was 
done was communicated to my own Government, and is on 
file in the Department of State. From the nature of the case, 
I did not cénsider myself at all answerable for the correct- 
hess of the information procured and communicated. 

‘The conversation I had with Mr. De Ja Rosa was not 
considered by me as of sufficientim portance to be communi- 
cated to the Seerétary of State in any of my letters written 
at Madrid; nor has it ever been stated in writing to the 
Department since my return home. 

“Twish it to be clearly understood that [do not question 
; the accuracy of Joseph Moreno de Guerra’s statement fur- 

ther than relates to my conversing with him and Mr. Istu- 
rio as a cominittee from the Cortes. The Cortes may have 
given them such a commission, and the conversation may 
have been held in consequence thereof; if it was, T have 
“ho recollection of it, and do not know that they were con- 
|) Yersing with me officially, and certainly did not say more 
| man that Mr. Meade’s claim was included in the treaty of 
819. 


i Mr. Forsyth says, in this affidavit, that no 
persons ever called upon him as members of the 
; Cortes. Three or four gentlemen called upon him, 
but he does not know that he stated what they 
said years afterward he did state.. He thinks 
that he told them that he asserted it only as Mr. 


Forsyth, and not as his Excellency the American 


Minister. $ 


Does not the fact that he said that Mr. Meade’s 
claim was included, show it was tamamount to 
saying; although I did say what they attribute to 
me, yet it was only upon my hotiot a3 a man, 
and not upon my dignity as a Minister. He 
says: ` 

if Lever had any conversation with those deputies on 
the subject of the Florida treaty, } am entirely unconscious | 
that they spoke with me by the authority of that body, or | 
that any importance was attached to the opinion I might 
express. IT Is PROPER TO ADD, tnar I SHOULD HAVE 
BTATED, ON SUCH APPLICATION, THAT I BELIEVE MR. 


MEADE’S CLAIM WAS PROVIDED FOR IN THE TREATY OF 
CESSION,” 4 


He says, though I do not remember that I had 


any conversation with these gentlemen as mem- | 


bers of the Cortes, yet, talking to them as gentle- 
men, l certainly should have told them that Mr. 
Meade’s claim was included in the cession. 
stated this ds a man occupying a prominent posi- 
tion 'in Spain, not as Minister; büt as a distin- 


guished gentleman of the United States express- || 


ing his opinion. Does Mr. Forsyth mean that 


he would assert that as a man which he would |: 


contradict as an officer? i 
Mr. EWING. Do I understand the gentleman | 
to say Mr, Forsyth stated that he made this dec- | 
laration? i 
Mr.CHANDLER. Yes, sir. 


Surely he would not. 


I have another | 


read: 
& I wish it to be clearly understood that I do ‘not ques- 


i 

i 

| 
further than relates to my conversing with him and Mr. i 
Isturio as a committee from the Cortes. The Cortes may | 
have given them such a commission, and the conversation | 
may have been held in consequence thereof; if it was, I | 
have no recollection of it, and do not know that they were | 
conversing with me officially, and certainly did not say | 
thore than that Mr. Meade’s claim was included in the | 
tréaty of 1819.” | 
i 

l 

$ 

j 

ii 

} 

| 


Mr. COX. My recollection of the matter”! 
which gave rise to the inquiry of my colleague is: | 


Mr. Forsyth states that he recollects no conver- |; 


sation whatever; and if he did have a conversa- ! 


tion, that he used the language attributed to him |! 
That is my recollection; `| 


in a private capacity. 
and if I am at fault, I would like to have it cor- | 
rected, : 
Mr. CHANDLER. The opinion was freely | 


expressed that he believed Mr. Meade’s claim | 
:| well organized mind. The impression that existed 


was approved, 
Mr. COX. He does not say that he recollects : 


having any conversation with them at all, at any |: 
time, ii 
Mr. CHANDLER. Let the gentleman take || 


his own case. 
tion which. interests a hundred persons, the gen- ! 
tleman does not talk with me alone, but he talks | 
with the ninety-nine other persons. 
cite from his testimony: i 


‘(The only conversation T distinctly recollect was held 
with Martinez de la Rosa, also a deputy of the Cortes, and 


of the commission to whom was referred the treaty of © 


1819. Having learned by accident that an attempt was ; 
aboutto be made to make a distinction favorable to Meade, | 
between his claim and the claims of other persons embraced 
in the treaty, | expressed iny conviction to Mr. de la Rosa 
that the claim was just, and was provided for by the treaty.” 


I expressed my opinion, he says, that the claim 


of Richard Meade was just, and that it was pro- |: 


vided for in the treaty! Why then was it not, 


mentioned? Let us hear! “I expressed my con- || 


viction,’’ he says, ‘* that it was just, and was! 
provided for in the treaty, but that it ought to be 
left to share the same fate, as to its payment, with 
the equally just claims of other citizens of the 
United States.” And thus he admits that Mr. 
Meade’s claim was included. But bhe was anxicus, 


as a public officer, not to make any official admis- |: 
sion which should place Mr. Meade on a footing |: 


superior to that of any other American claimant. 


e only ask that he may be allowed to occupy |. 


the level of all the claimants—of those whose 
claims were admitted—and paid pro rata. 
Mr. HOWE. 


; I wish to ask my colleague a : 
question on that point. 


Is this opinion expressed 


by Mr. Forsyth before or subsequent to the liqui- |: 


dation of the claim? : : 

Mr. CHANDLER. It was subsequent: it was | 
after the treaty. Let me say to the gentleman, | 
(Mr. Howe,] that the liquidation of the claim was : 
previous to the second treaty,to that treaty which | 
is binding upon us. ` i 

Mr. HOWE. That is, it was previous to the | 
final ratification of the treaty by Spain? i 


He |. 


i bea pretty plain matter. 


If we were talking about a ques- |! l 
tt wherefore,” and the “ aforesaid,” and so forth, 


I continue to ii 


Mr. CHANDLER. Yes; previous to that. I 
was made in July, and that ratification took place 
on the 20th of Octobe 

Mr. HOWE. Bat what I want 6 know is, 
whether this expression of opinion on the part of 
our Minister, Mr. Forsyth, was before the liqui- 
datiöh of the claim? _ 

Mr. CHANDLER. I misunderstood the ques- 
tion of the gentleman. It was not. Mt. Forsyth 
expressed his opinion to these gentlemen who 
came to him when they were getting ready to set- 
i tle it, and it was the expression of that opinion 
‘by Mr. Forsyth, viz: that Mr. Meade was in- 
cluded, that enabled the Cortes to recommend the 
ratification of a treaty; 

Mr. HOWE. The reason why I ask the ques- 
i tion is this: I understood the treaty to provide for 
' unliquidated claims. 

: Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir. 

: Mr. HOWE, 
| to the Spanish authorities and procured a liquida- 
; tion of his claim, which was construed by the com- 


‘out the provisions of thé treaty. That is the 
reason why I asked the question. 


ii Mr. CHANDLER. ‘The commissioners ad- 


‘ mitted the justice of this claim; the Minister ad- 


; mitted it. and admitted also its inclusion in the 
|| new treaty, whén he states that he had no desire 
y À e er | to have this claim specially mentioned, because he 
note in the affidavit of Mr. Forsyth, which I will | would not give him the right to take $890,000 in- | 
|i Stead of taking that part to which he would be 


tion the accuracy of Joseph Moreno de Guerra’s statement | entitled. Ele did not believe that $5,000,000 would 


pay all theclaims; and he had no idea—although 


: $390,000 in full, while other merchants, claimants, 

might get but sixty, or eighty, or ninety per cent. 
of their claims. That is the secret of the matter. 
: That is why he was held back. Thatis why his 


|i name was kept out of the treaty. 


| Hiere, then, the report states that Mr. Forsyth 
| admits that, in a conversation with these gentlemen, 
he did say that that claim was included in the 
| treaty, and he states that if he did not say so to 
| them, he did say so to others. 7 

| Headmitted that it was a just claim; and was 
‘included in the treaty. That appears to me to 
I do not dwell upon 
i this. The whole report, page after page, is full 
of that kind of proof—the best kind of proof to a 


between the two parties is a better kind of proof 
than your assertions, ‘‘your affidavits, °? and your 
declarations. To every honest and candid mind 
better evidence than so many affidavits and docu- 
| ments, setting forth the ‘* whereas, and the 


i 
jis the clear and distinct understanding between 
Mr. Forsyth, our Minister, and the committee of 


the Cortes, who waited on him, that the claim of |: 
lÍ Richard W. Meade was included in the treaty. 


One little objection was made by my friend from 
Tennessee (Mr. Jones} afew months since, and it 
was this: That a part of this claim of liquidation, 


i a portion of the sum, was for personal imprison- 
Mr. Meade was not a very good friend of | 
He was a republican; and the | 
Government was; with all its changes, only differ- |; 


; ment. 
i the Government. 


a hundred thousand barrels of flour, at fifteen dol- | 


lars a barrel. I say they were not very friendly, 
he expressing himself liberally, and refusing to 
shell outanother one hundred thousand barrels, and 


know that, besides the evils of durance, besides 
| the evils of a loathsome imprisonment 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) My 
understanding is, that Mr. Meade was imprisoned 
under a regular process of the court, for not pay- 
ing over funds which came into his hands as com- 

missioner. 

: Mr. CHANDLER. He was so, perhaps, but 


| the subject to which I allude is another matter en- 


tirely. 

I was going on to say that the merchant knows 
that, besides the mortification and evils of that 
mode of dealing, he would be obstructed thereby 
in the management of his commerce, his eye 


f would be withdrawn from it, and he would sus- 
| tain damage thereby. His ship was also detained, | 


and gentlemen looking carelessly at the matter 
| even, would see the result of it. The ship was 
| detained. Whatthen? Thecargo was not taken 
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It seems that Mr. Meade went |: 


missioners, a8 | understand it, as taking it with- | 


through him came that treaty—that he should get | 


ent phases of tyranny. There was one claim of | 


they put him in prison for two years. There are » 
merchants within the sound of my voice, and they | 


indeed, away, but a merchant. knows, and any 
man knows, that. the greatest damage which: the. 
ship-owner sustains is demurrage for the.non-ful-. 
fillment of his voyage. When a ship ‘with a 
large cargo is detained, it is detained at an enor- 
| mous expense to the detainer. Let aman agree 
| with a merchant to supply a part of a cargo, and 

delay it a few days, and he will see if the owner 
i does not come against him with a large claim for 
| damages. The law allows it, and the court will 
| award it. 

But gentlemen say that this claim was not 
| wholly founded upon a transaction of dollars and 

ii cents. The gentleman (Mr. Jones] did, | am- 
sure, the other day, rely upon the authority of 
| John Q. Adams. Inalluding to that very matter, 
li Mr. Adams gave a strong opinion, declaring that 
ii to shut a man up in a stone house is quite as bad 
l as to take away his money. 

© Mr, Adams, in a letter to the commissioners, 
| says: 

| “ Of the absolute obligation of this Government to inter- 
| pose in behalf of their fellaw-citizens possessing such 
| claims, and imploring the aid of their country to obtain sat- 
| isfaction for them, no very subtle or punctilious scrutiny 
| had been made. It was the need of the claimant, and not 
1 

| 

| 

[i 

i 


i 


the legal classification of his claim, for which thegssistance 
‘ of his Government itas been solicited. The delay or denial 
of justice, which it was desirable to remedy, was the same, 
| whether it was for a wrong committed or a contract broken. 
| The claimants have alike been promised that, at.the nego- 
tiation of the treaty, their claims would be considered; and 
endeavors made to provide for them, in common with 
! others.” 
Mr. Adams was a strong man, a very strong 
man. He knew, as a statesman as well as a law- 
yer, that a “tort ° was as much a matter for set- 
i; tlement as a robbery of his flour. He knew well 
| enough, as every man knows, that in making a 
settlement of a matter of that kind, there is as 
large a claim for false imprisonment as for prop- 
; erty taken. i 
| One further remark. Some one said that the 
| claim arose, in part, out ofa purchase of the State 
| debt Libramientos, at a less price than the face. 
| Without troubling the House at length upon that 
| 
i 


H 
| 
i 
| 
i 
i 
i 
i 


subject, I will simply say that there are probably 
twenty persons within the sound of my voice who 
own stock in the debt of the United States, which. 
cost them from ninety-nine to one hundred and 
' four cents on the dollar; and yet if any of them 
| should go to the Treasury of the United States 
| on any day, they will receive one hundred and 
twenty-two cents for it. Why, sir, if the Treas- 
urer should say to him, but I cannot pay you thie 
whole amount; you did not pay it vourself, you 
‘only paid ninety-nine, would the objection hold 
i good? No, sir. The whole amount must be paid 
| from the Treasury, no matter what the man who 
‘ presents it has paid.- And the same point will 
‘hold good in reference to this bill. à 
But all these objections are useless. I ask the 
Clerk to read the bill. 
The bill was read by the Clerk, as follows: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the proper officers of the Treasury be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and diregted to settle the claim of the 
legal representives of Richard W. Meade, on their pra- 
ducing the testimony required by the commission from the 
claimants, under the Florida treaty, which, in the opinion 


i! of the said officers, shall be satisfactory as establishing said 


i 


f 
il 
1 
| 
i 
Í 
i 
i 
| 
i 
| 


j: claim, according to law and usage. 

"Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the Secretary 
i| of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to pay the 
amount so found due, out of any money in the Treasury 
: not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That more shall not 
i! be paid than the said Meade would have received out of 
the $5,000,000 appropriated to pay the claimants under the 
Florida treaty, if his claim had been admitted by the com- 


| missioners. 

- Gentlemen will perceive that by the provisions 
' of this bill, in the first place, a commission must 
he appointed by the Government—either consist- 
ing of the efficers of the Government themselves or 
of others appointed by those officers, which must 
‘ examine every claim presented by the heirs of Mr. 
' Meade. They must exercise the same scrutiny | 
‘and the same astuteness that the commission 
‘which sat here to adjudicate upon these claims 
would have done. That will be their duty; and® 
instead of allowing the whole sum which ie set 


i 
HI 
ji 
H 

l 


|: forth in the claims, they may find it convenient-— 
|| for justice should be convenience, and { hopethey 
ii will always go together in this Government—I 
| say they may find it convenient to reduce the 
| amount claimed twenty-five or thirty per cent., 
| because the claimants may fail’ to produce the 


ti : . 
j vouchers which are necessary to establish their’ 


THE 


TON 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


5 
fi 
1 


élaim for the whole amount. If they act as they 


| ury, the great republican luxury, of earning their 


must act, according to the law, the law requires || bread by the sweat of their brow. Whenever 


that they. shall demand vouchers for whatever is 
claimed, and that they must be. produced before 
the commission. pass judgment upon it. Sufficient 
evidence must be produced in every case to sub- 
stantiate it.. If they should be of the opinion that 
he was not imprisoned improperly by the Spanish 
Government, they will not make any allowance 
for it. There is a claim for Spanish scrip (Litra- 


mientos) which he is said to have obtained at thirty- |! 


three and one third per cent. discount. They may 
find it convenient from this fact to reduce that 
item thirty-three and, one third per cent. Every 
item must be examined with as close and jealous 
serutiny as it would have been before the com- 
mission had adjudicated upon it. 

L ask gentlemen to understand the nature of the 
provisions of this bill. They are not to appro- 
priate so many hundred thousand dollars unre- 
servedly to Richard W. Meade. They place so 


much money atthe disposal of the Governmentto | 


adjudicate claims which are made in the name of 
honesty against the Government. Surely there is 
no man here who would hesitateto dothat. Surely 


there is po man in this committee who would say | 


to this man, we have you in our power, and we 
will fleece you right or wrong. Was not the 
claim adjudicated by Spain?—fam asked. I have 


been arguing that point as to whether the claim | 


was not adjudicated prior tothe treaty. Admitted; 
“but was it not included in the treaty ? 

While I declare to you the settlement was made 
in June, the treaty was not ratified antil October, 
l also say to you that the conditions of that rati- 
fication were, and I proved it, that Richard W. 
Meade’s case, whether settled or unsettled, liqui- 
dated or unliquidated, was included in the- con- 
tract, and that Spain for giving three grants of 


land, including the best portions of Florida, should | 


not be compelled to pay Richard W. Meade. The 
oaths of four members of the Cortes are given in 
proof of that, and the admission of Mr. Forsyth 
is enough to sanction ite 

Tam also asked, Has not Meade, subsequent 
to the ratification, insisted on payment from Spain? 
ido not know that he has. Mr. Meade bas pur- 
gued his claim here. All the testimony will show 
that, from thetime the commission was established, 


almost every year, this claim has been brought be- | 


fore us. The great question is: If the judgment 
reported by Spain be not inclusive, is not Meade 
compelled to prove the original indebtedness? 
Certainly; and the bill provides for that. T have 
presented no bill which shall take from the Treas- 
ury of the United States a sum of money to give 
it to somebody because he claims; notatall, E 
have presented a bill which makes an appropria- 


tion lo pay any sam of money. which just and | 


righteous men shall declare, after proof, the Gov- 
ernment owes. That is all. 


ask nothing of them more than I would ask of 
any other court. J do not wish them to grant 
anything to Richard W. Meade more than to any 
other man, 
Meade has been deprived of his claim on Spain 
by the action of this Government, and this Gov- 
ernment itself has neglected to bring from Spain, 


in pursuance of the treaty, the vouchers for his ‘| 


claim, and he has been shut off from petition, that 
the Government, with manly rectitude, with a 
spirit of justice and uprightness, allow this man 


itself being the judge. 


The feeling has gone abroad that this is an argu- 


ment to give $300,000 or $400,000 to some few 
persons, [t isnot so. We should do justice as we 


love merey; and our Government should walk up- || 


rightly before the world in this as wellas all other 
matters. The pamphlet which is presented here 
as the report, shows that there was a doubt even 
about the citizenship of Mr. Meade. I should 


have had better hope of success if he had not || 


beenacitizen. Ifhe had been a foreigner, be would 


have received a liberal and gentlemanly answer. |; 


But Mr, Meade was an American citizen; and the 


case here is with one who only claims American | 


citizenship; and we stand here from 1822 to 1854, 
dallying, waiting, and hesitating to give his family 
his just dues. Our justice, if it ever comes, will 
come too late to aid those who have been suf- | 
fering most for the want of it. The descendants | 
of Mr. Meade, permit.me to say, live in the lux- | 


if officers of the | 
Treasury be appointed to investigate the case, I | 


L only ask that when Richard W, |; 


| they get any portion of thiggJaim by our righteous 
i| decision uffonit, they will have learned the vaiue 
| of that which they have earned; and they will 
f have earnedy{ think, all they wili get from Con- 
ij gress? 
|| Mr. EWING. I would inguire of the gentle- 
been made in favor of this claim, and how many 
against it? 
Mr. CHANDLER. There area great many 
. made in favor, and I believe but two against it. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 would ask if 


claim ? 
Mr. CHANDLER. 
made a report against it. 
Mr. JONES. Did not Mr. Forsyth report 
‘against it? He thought that the action of the 


Thomas M. Clayton 


man if there have been more than two reports made 
in favor of this claim—one by Edward Everett, 
and, the other by Horace Everett? A bill was 
reported again and again by Mr. Archer, of Vir- 
ginia, when in this House. 


; made a report against the claim founded only upon 
| the decision of the commissioners. Mr. Forsyth 
did the same thing; at the same time, he said that 
the claim ought to be paid. The gentleman from 


made in favor of it. Does he suppose that the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs did not make a 
favorable report? 


containing, substantially, the views and opinions 
of the gentlemen who made them, and who, after 
Lavery careful investigation, expressed their views 
in the reports which they adopied, repeating as 
sufficiently explicit the reports of former commit- 
tees? But gentlemen say thesum claimed in this 
case is too large. Is that any reason against the 
justice of this claim? Does any man assert here 
that the principle of a claim is to be decided by 


just rights? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does not the re- 
| port, in express terms, except this claim from the 
treaty s 

Me. CHANDLER. No, sir. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I object to the gentleman 
reading an isolated passage in that report. In my 
prne remarks, I stated that this could not be 
done, 


second treaty did not make it. 
is said there. I protest, also, against an argu- 
ment founded on the antiquity of the claim—if it 
is old, it is not the claimant’s fault, Shall we deny 
justice, and then plead our own denial. Shall we 
say to the honest claimant, give your claim the ad- 
vantage of years, that we may deliberate, and then 
| deny justice upon the ground of age?* 

Mr. Chairman, the heirs of Richard W. Meade 
present themselves here with a claim upon the Span- 
ii ish Government, with proof that the Spanish Gov- 
ivernment believed, and the American Minister 
| admitted, that the treaty of 1819 included thatclaim, 
and made the Government of the United States 
ii responsible therefor. The testimony of the mem- 
i| bers of the Spanish Cortes is ample on this point. 


i 
! 
i 


rated, and the action of the American commission- 
i ers under that treaty show that they believed that 
Mr. Mende’s was included in this treaty; and their 
decision establishes the fact, that while his claim 
was rejected, it was rejected only because he did 
ii not produce the vouchers required by them. Itis 
ii in proof that application was made to Spain for 
|| the vouchers; but they were not obtained before 
i the term of the commission closed. Ít is evident 
that Spain was as much bound under the treaty 
to supply that document, as she was formaily to 
cede to our Government the possession of Florida, 


it received as a price of Meade’s claim, as well a 


i 
| 
| 


that of others. We ask, then, not that Meade’ 


man from Pennsylvania how many reports have į 


Mr. Crayron did not make a report against the | 


| commission was not conclusive. I ask the gentle- | 


Mr.CHANDLER. Mr. Thomas M. Clayton | 


Tennessee {Mr. Jones] says that two reports were . 


Does he suppose that there are |! 
not eightor ten reports made in favor of thisclaim, | 


its amount, withholding from the claimants their į 


Tf I said that there was not any inclusion | 
expressed or understood between the parties, the | 
That is all that | 


i! The admission of Mr. Forsyth is fully corrobv- |! 
to plead his own claim before it, the Government || 


heirs be paid, not that they receive a grant, but 
that they be allowed to prove their claim by vouch- 
ers such as the commission would have admitted. 

Mr. JONES. I move. to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of this. bill. That takes in the whole 
i merits of the case, as I understand it; and I sub- 
mit that motion for the purpose of making a brief 
reply within five minutes, to the remarks of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Smiru,] made 
some time ago. In his reply to my remarks, he 
assumed, in the first place, that Mr. Adams was 
my witness, that I had introduced him here, and 
thus congratulated himself that, as he was my 
witness, I could not discredit him. And then, for 
í the purpose of breaking the force of Mr. Adams’s 
testimony, the gentleman says that Mr. Adams 
was a man not of likings and dislikings, but of 
love'and hate. And did I understand the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cuaxp ier] to say 
just now that Mr. Adams had a view to triumph 
rather than to justice ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
view to triumph. 

Mr. JONES. Did you not say something as 
to his desire to triumph wholly regardless of testi- 
mony? 


Mr. CHANDLER. No, | did not. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania said that he had greater regard to triumph 
than to justice. Now, I never expected that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania would attempt to 
throw suspicion on that man’s testimony or char- 
acter. But I say to the gentleman from New 
York, that he fell into an error, in supposing that 
Mr. Adams was my witness. 

Here, Mr. Chairman, is the report of the com- 
mittee made in this casé. The committee intro- 
duced Mr. Adams here as a witness, They 
brought him forward as a witness, and published, 
| asa partof the testimony on which they rested this 
claim, a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Salmon, 
the Spanish representative to this Government. 
From this the gentleman reads an extract, to show 
that Mr. Adums thought that the claim wag just. 
i He says, also, that he and [read from the same 
letter. There he was in error again. I read from 
Mr. Adams’s letter to Mr, Nelson, our Minister to 
the Court of Spain, and he read from his letter to 


I said thathe had a great 


the Spanish representative to this Government. 
And the letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Nelson has 
never found its way, as far as J can perceive, into 
any report made to this House. They have slept 
upon that; but you will find it here in an old 
volume that I have. Itisdated Washington, 28th 
April, 1823, and the one on which the committee 
reports, is dated 29th April, 1823, and, as I under- 
stand it, the copy of this letter to Mr. Salmon was 
i also inclosed to Mr. Nelson, in the one for him. 

But the gentleman from New York quotes from 
this to Mr. Salmon, and he stops at an important 
paragraph. F will not read what he quoted, in 
order to sustain the claim. But if he had con- 
tinued the paragraph, he would have found that 
Mr. Adams says, Mr. Meade might, with as 
much propriety, have purchased in the market at 
its current price, any other order on the funds of 
the royal finance department, and brought it be- 
fore the commissioners as a claim provided for by 
the treaty, as he could this order—a part of the 
| sum constituting which was for interest accrued 
fter the treaty had been signed. 
Now, this same report excludes this case from 
the treaty conclusively. 

The committee, in their report, state that the 
character of the claim was changed by the liquida- 
tion of it by Spain. They say: z 


i 
i 
{ 
| 


| 
| 


S 
8: 


“This change of the character of the claim, thus com- 
municated to our Government, was per se a revocation of 
aH prior autbority to interpose on behalf of the claimant, 
and a renunciation of any benefit, under any construction 
or understanding of the treaty, or that could accrue from its 
resuscitation at any future period. 

“Phe provisions of the treaty, as signed, under any con- 
struction, were no longer applicable or appropriate to the 
case. The claim on which the interposition of the Gov- 
ernment had been solicited no longer existed. There was 
no Jonger anything, either as to amount or validity, for ad- 
judieation. There was nothing left to be done but the pay- 
meni of an acknowledged debt.?” 


_ And now, sir, the only mode of getting it back 
is based upon what Mr. Forsyth said upon the 
testimony of two or three Spaniards, who say 
they were members of the Cortes. J admit, that 
if Mr. Forsyth did say so, he could not change 
the character of the treaty 
{Here the hammer fell.] 


a 
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Mr. PARKER. Thisclaim, as I understand it, 
is not only a very large claim against the Govern- 
ment, but itis one which has become very stale. 
Notwithstanding these things, however, if the 
facts were clear that the Government ought to 
pay it, however great it might be, [ should, with- 
out any hesitation, give my voice in its favor. 

When the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Cuanpter,] some weeks ago, presented his views 
so ably to this House, I had my attention directed 
to it, and I have examined. with care and anxiety 


all the documents I could get upon the subject, |! 


and, as the result of that examination, [ came to 
the conclusion that this is not a claim which this 
Government ought to pay. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise to a 
question of order. The gentleman has not a right 
to speak upon the same sideas the gentleman who 
made the motion. I claim, as the gentieman is 
not going” on in order, to make a five minute 
speech in opposition. 

Mr. PARKER. 


ueman from Georgia will have an opportunity to 
spenk afterwards. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


Mr. PARKER.: I claim the same right. 
The CHAIRMAN. Ifthe gentleman is in 


favor of striking out the enacting clause, he is not |) 


in order, if not, he is in order. 

Mr. PARKER. Iam not in favor of striking 
out the enacting clause. I think the bill ought to 
be amended. l think it is a very clear case that 
this Government ought to take this case in hand, 
but that it ought not to pay the claim out of its 
own pocket. I look upon it asa clear and un- 
questionable claim against Spain. Had she not 
interposed between the making of the treaty, and 
its ratification, we should have paid it. I think it 
came originally within the purview of the treaty. 
But between these periods she thought proper to 
liquidate the claim, and after that, it did not come 
within the provisions of the treaty. 

I think that if Mr. Meade was a citizen of the 
United States—and it appears clear that he was— 
it is one of those cases, especially in these times 
when we are so punctilious in regard to the rights 
and privileges of those whose citizenship is some- 
what questionable, that we ought to take in hand. 
J have no doubt that there is merit in this claim, 
but if we pay it now, instead of paying $5,000,000 
under the treaty with Spain, we will probably 
have to pay $5,500,000. Whose fault is it that 
the claim is not already paid? Not ours. The 
commission called for the documents as they were 
required to do under the treaty. Spain refused to 
furnish them. She said to us: ‘We have exam- 
ined this account, we have designated theamounts 
that are due to Mr. Meade, and all you have to 
do, is to take our awards and pay them.” The 
commission, however, could not look upon this 
as a sufficient voucher, and refused to allow the 
claim. And there the matter has rested until this 
day. 

Now, sir, I believe this Government should take 
this matter in hand. If there is anything in the 
Black Warrior transaction, if there is anything 
in any of those other transactions of which com- 
plaint has been made, that is wrong, this matter 
is, in my judgment, tenfold more wrong. 

Mr. CLINGMAN here made a remark which 
was nat heard by the reporter. 

Mr.PARKER. It would probably be as well 
to settle it in that way asany other. We would 
be justified in taking Cuba, or in taking whatever 
else we could lay our hands upon, for the purpose 
of indemnity for our citizens. When the treat? 
was formed, $5,000,000 was set apart for a specifie 
purpose, which the Government of Spain pre- 
vented us from accomplishing though we paid all. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will withdraw 
the motion to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York, moved to strike 
out all after the enacting clause, and supply its 
place with the provision to pay $250,000, in full 
satisfaction of the claim, and said that the speech 
of the honorable gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jonns] brought to his mind a passage of the 
Bible: “ He, that is first in his own cause, seem- 
eth just; but his neighbor cometh and searcheth 
him.” Now, Pam the neighbor of this gentle- 
man, (Mr. Jones and Mr. Smira sit near each 


I shall oppose some things ! 
said by my friend who preceded me, and the gen- | 


I claim the right to oppose | 
the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee. || 


i| of which I read a part. y 
| paragraph upset, as he holds, the interpretation 


| other,] and I have come to search him. [Laugh- 
ter. 

i . : 

| The gentleman from Tennessee finds fault with 
| ago. j 
i one paper, when it turned out that he had read 
| from another. But my mistake was of no conse- 
l quence to theargument. Another of my faults was, 
| that I did not read to the end of the paragraph, 
The closing lines of the 


which | put upon the lines preceding them. Let 
us look into this. In those preceding lines Mr. 
Adams scouts the idea that the Meade debt is not 
among the claims which our Government had as- 
sumed and ‘agreed to compound:” and in these 
immediately following and closing lines, he scouts 
the idea that a certain +‘ order” isa claim on our 
Government, 

And yet the gentleman from Tennessee regards 
the debt and the order as identical, the one with 
the other! and concludes that, although Mr. 
Adams said, in one breath, that the debt is among 
| the claims against Government, he said in the 
next that itis not! l offer a simple explanation 
to the gentleman’s mind. It is the same that I 
offered before. There was an unliquidated claim 
of Meade, and also a liquidated one. The former 
l held was binding upon our Government. The 
latter I admitted was not. This is the distinction 
insisted on by Mr. Adams. We did not agree, 
certainly not in the treaty of 1819, to pay whatever 
sum Spain might admit she owed Meade, but the 
| sum (ora pro rate allowance thereon) which she 
‘actually owed Meade. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ginpines] who 
replied to my former speech on this subject, said, 
! that our Government was under no obligation to 
help Meade get from the Spanish Government 
the proofs of his claim. But what right had that 
gentieman to say so, in the face of the trealy obli- 
gation of Spain to furnish the proofs? That ob; 
ligation ‘was as sacred as any other in the treaty; 
and our Government was as much bound to en- 
force it, as to enforce any other. What, if,in the 
case of half of the claims, the vouchers and docu- 
ments had been in the possession of the Spanish 
! Government, and their production had been re- 
fused? Our Government would, surely, have 
enforced the provision in question, and would 
have done so, before paying any of the claims. 

The true state of the case is this: Our Gov- 
ernment absolutely released the Spanish Gov- 
‘ernment from the Meade claim. It, simultane- 
ously, bound the Spanish Government to give up 
the proofs of that claim. When called on to do 
so, it refused, 
‘still, and says, that Meade has lost his claim ! 
i Monstrous injustice! And a deep shame to our 
country is such injustice! 

Mr. Forsyth has been referred to. He, like 
Mr. Adams, believed with Judge White of the 
Commission, that Meade had ‘a well-founded 
claim.” 

Not only was Meade entitled to a pro rate allow- 
: ance from the five millions on his claim, provided 
‘ he had been able to establish it, by means of the 
|! bounden help of our Government; but a strong 
| argument can be made to show, that oar Govern- 
j 
| 
if 
| 


| ment was bound to pay Meade the whole sum, 


| which the Spanish Government acknowledged to | 
‘There is not the least reason to be- ; 


| be due him. 
| lieve, that the Cortes would have agreed to the 
second treaty, which, in addition to what the first 


treaty gave us, annulled three Spanish grants of 
ys , p € 


t 
| land, had not that body supposed that our Gov- 
į ernment would pay the Meade debt, as it had been 
| 
j 


my speech on this subject, a couple of months | 
I confess that I did say he had read from j 


And, now, our Government sits | 


liquidated. The history of the transactions makes | 


! this well nigh certain. 
| But, if there are any technicalities by which we 
may escape the payment of this claim, I pray that 
we may not avail ourselves of them. We alt 
admit that Spain owed a debt to Meade. I say 
not how much. We alladmitthat Spain believed 
that in the bargain she made with us, we assumed 
to pay or geompound this claim. We all know 
that we made a good bargain out of Spain in get- 
i ting Florida for five millions of dollars, Can we, 
in such circumstances, consent to turn over the 
Meade claim to Spain for payment? Can we, in 
such circumstances, refuse to pay it ourselves? 
The question was taken on Mr. Smrtna ’s amend- 
| ment; and it was disagreed to. 


i 
1 
j 
i 
| 


Mr. EWJNG. I move a pro forma amen 


il behalf. 


to this claim. 

Mr. Chairman, I believe that this.claim: ig a 
just one, though I confess that I have not exam- 
ined the question with very great: assiduity/.or 
cure. {tis one familiar to me, and about which 
I have conversed with Mr. Clay, and. other per- 
sons who had taken part in its advocacy, and 
| who were earnestly in its favor; and Flearn'that 
: there are but two or three prominent points.in the 
‘case, laying aside technicalities, all attempts to 
i getrid of the claim by technicalities, to which 
| the gentleman from New York properly referred, 
pleading the statute of limitations, and everything 
of that kind. i 

I think that it is admitted on all hands that it 
} was and is a just claim against the Spanish Gov- 
‘ernment. Itis now a just claim against hey, if 
| not paid by us. Itisso in morality and propriety; 
! but that does not release us from the moral re- 
| sponsibility to pay it. To pay it is not only a 
i duty which the Government owes to her citizens 
' in the protection of their rights, but she ought to 
j pay it from the fact of her having first given the 
| 


Spanish Government to understand that she did 

assume its payment. Mr. Forsyth says distinctly 
i that he did say so. He has no doubt that he did 
| Say So to these very men; and though at first. he 
| says mo commission from the Cortes ever called 
on him, he subsequently qualifies himself by say- 
ing that perhaps the Cortes did appoint a com- 
mission. Again, in the next place they assumed 
the responsibility by their own neglect, as stated 
;in_the report which the gentleman refers to as 
| being a report against the claim. 
| Mr. Forsyth, from the Committee on Foreign 
; Affairs, to whom was referred this case, made a 
report, from which I read the followingextract: 

“ The evidence laid before the committee shows that the 
commissioners deemed the claim of Richard W. Meade 
embraced by the treaty; that, at his instance, a demand 
was made on Spain for the evidences deemed by them 
necessary to a fairexanination of it; thatthis demand was 


a short time previous to the termination of the commission, 
i although the application for them by Meade had been made 
| fourteen mouths prior to that tine.” 

Mr. Meade appealed to this Government for 
justice, and demanded the evidence upon which 


‘his claim was founded. Owing to unforeseen 


i occurrences, the Government neglected to demand 
| this evidence. Is this Government now to seek 
| to release itself from its obligations by an appeal 
| to technicalities, and by pleading the statute of 


|i limitation ? 


I have understood, I will say in reply to the 
interrogatory that has been made, that some 
twenty different reports have been made in favor 
| of this claim from time to time, showing that itis 
| owing to no laches that this claimant lost his rights. 
| Only ene reporthas been made, I believe, against it. 
| Again and again has the claimant appealed to Con- 
| gress for justice, but not through claim agents. I 
| understand that no claim agent has applied in his 
Perhaps that is one reason of the failure. 
| I think that from the general obligation resting 
| upon us for the protettion of our citizens in their 
rights of property against all losses and wrongs on 


i 


| 
i 
| 


li the part of foreign Governments, this Govern- 


| ment. has become morally bound to pay the claim. 
| The question was then taken upon Mr Ewine’s 
| amendment; and it was rejected. : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not*pass; and 
upon that motion I demand tellers, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ewine and 
Henpricks were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 73, noes 49. 

So the motion was agreed to. z 

Thecommitteeaccordingly rose;and the Speaker 
‘having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
| committee reported, that a Committee of the 
| Whole House on the Private Calendar had had 
‘ under consideration bill of the House No. 58, en- 
j? 
i 
| 


i 


j 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 
i 
i 
Í 
| 
i| 
i 
i 
į 
| 
1 


titled “An act for settling the claims of the legal 
| representatives of Richard W. Meade, deceased ,”” 
and had instructed him to report it back to the 
| House with a recommendation that it do rot pass. 
: Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. { move to lay the 
: bill on the table. 


| Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the House 


d- |, resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole. 


ment, in order to submit a few words in reference: 


not made on Spain, owing to unforeseen occurrences, until ~ 


1600. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. Yes, let us go back into | 


| Mr. STEPHENS. My point is this 


committee, and dispose of some more private bills. || motion ta adjourn, itis too late to entertain a mo- 
Mr. JONES. No; let us have this bill killed || tion to reconsider. The question on the adjourn- 


first. i 
Mr. CHANDLER. I insist on my motion. 
Mr. JONES. I object to going into committee 
again to-day. We are not going to transact any 
more business thig evening. That is certain. 
Mr. KERR. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. ; 


ADJOURNMENT TO WEDNESDAY. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would be glad 
that the gentleman from North Carolina would 
withdraw that motion, with a view to enable me 


to submit a motion to adjourn over till Wednes- i' 


day. 
tose of “Oh no; let us come here on Mon- 


aay a 
he SPEAKER. The motion indicated by the | 


gentleman from Virginia is in order now. 


Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir; l believe that I have |. 


a right to submit the motion to adjourn over. 


The SPEAKER. The House hasa right to 
fix the day to which it will adjourn before it votes | 


on the question of adjournment. 
Mr. SMITH. 


day next. 
ir. JONES, of Tennessee. 
call for the yeas and nays. 


„Mr. SMITH. ‘There is surely no use in our | 
coming here on Monday, as we shall not havea |: 


quorum, 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
House adjourns on Monday next, it adjourn to 
meet on Wednesday next. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
not in order now, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
such an amendment to the proposition, is in order 
or not. The rules recognise no motion, except 
to fix the hour or day to which the House will 
adjourn, 

r. McMULLIN. 
my motion can be entertained. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I object. 
of the other proposition. 

Mr. OLDS demanded tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. ORR called for tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Parker, and 
Jones of Louisiana, were appointed. 


I am in favor 


‘The question was then taken; and the tellers re- j 


ported—-ayes 82, noes 48, 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 1 desire to ask 
whether the motion which has just been adopted 
is one that can be reconsidered ? 


TheSPEAKER. A motion to reconsider would | 


be in order in the opinion of the Chatr. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Í make the motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
Virginia if he voted with the majority ? 

Mr. BOCOCK. I did not, but the vote was not. 
taken by yeas and nays, and, therefore, | suppose 
I have the right to make the motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. l rise to a question of 
order. The gentleman acknowledging that he 
voted in the minority, has not, I contend, any 
right under the rules to move a reconsideration, 

The SPEAKER. 
vole by yeas and nays, those voting with the ma- 
jority have alone the right to move a reconsidera- 


tion; but on a vote by tellers, or division, any = Sabin, Sage, Seward, Shannon, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, : 


member may move a reconsideration. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise to a 
question of order, and itis this: Pending a mo~ 
tion to adjourn a motion to reconsider is not in 
order. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair has never had his 


as by the language of the rule, it is in order 
pending the motion to adjourn, to fix a day to 


which the House will adjourn; and, inasmuch as ` 


any vote given by the House may be reconsid- 
ered, the Chair is of the opinion that itis inorder 


either by reconsideration or otherwise, pending a : 
motion to adjourn, to change the ordinary time of | 


adjournment, or a timespecially fixed. 


Then l move that when the |; 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Wednes- || 


On that motion I ; 


I move that when the | 


I suppose that motion is | 


By unanimous consent : 


the Chair `i 


I ask the gentleman from © 


The Chair decides that ona | 


i ment must be put. 
il 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it ig 


| in order pending a motion to adjourn to fix a day 


lito which the House will adjourn. That is so 
ii under express rule. 
li 


ii does not allow the motion to reconsider. 


does. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
adjourn pending, it is a privileged motion to fix 
‘the day to which the House will adjourn. The 


i fixed the day to which it would adjourn, connects 
! itself with that motion. 
(| The SPEAKER. So the Chair has decided. 
i Mr. CAMPBELL. 

ii to reconsider upon the table. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I was about 


‘| therefore——-— 


| the House to determine what its action shall be 
under the rule, 
define the rule only. 

Mr. OLDS. I demand the yeas and nays. 
- The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
i of the House. 
The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 


I move a eall 


: in the opinion of the Chair, during the pendency |! 


| of a motion to adjourn. — 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
i tion to adjourn in order? 


But is not the mo- 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is i 
in order during the pendency of a motion to ad- ` 
journ, for the House to fix a day to which it will ° 
The House, by a vote, have determined : 


‘| adjourn. 
‘to adjourn over until Wednesday next. The 
motion is now made to reconsider that vote, and 
the motion to adjourn is not in order until the 
House shall have settled the question as to the 
day to which it shall adjourn. 


i 
i 
ji settled that question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 


l: House have the right to reconsider that. vote. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 


i The SPEAKER. The question 
‘| the: motion to reconsider the vote by which the 


| House determined to adjourn until Wednesday | 


next. . 
Mr. OLDS. 
; yeas and nays. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 
will have the yeas and nays. 


yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
| the aflirmative—yeas 78, nays 65; as follows: 


YEAS~-Messrs, Aiken, Willis Allen, Bennett, Benson, 


Chrisman, Carwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Daw- 
son, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Eastman, Thomas D. Eliot, 
Everhart, Ewing, Farley, Fenton, Florenee, Franklin, 


: tham, Lilly, McCulloch, McDougall, Mace, Mayall, Mid- 


|: dleswarth, Murray, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Bishop |: 


: Perkins, Powell, Preston, Ready, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, 


William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 


Alexander H. Stephens, John I. Taylor, Nathaniel G. ' 
‘Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walsh, :; 


Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wasnturn, John Wentworth, 
and Westbrook—7é 

NAYS—Mess 
Bailey, Barksdale, 


38. 
. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ashe, David J. 
Belcher, Boeock, Breckinridge, Bridges, 


J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Kittagdge, Kurtz, 


: Leteher, Lindsley, McMutlin, McNair, Matteson, Max- ; 
well, May, John G.Miller, Milison, Morgan, Nichols, Noble, | 
Olds, Orr, Packer, Phelps, Pratt, Puryear, Reese, Richard- | 
; son, David Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, Sapp, Shaw, : 


i George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John 
= 3. Taylor, Trout, Vaii, and Walley—65. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
able. 


|} The question then recurring on the motion to ;; 


After a | | 


Mr. STEPHENS. So Í understand; but that rf 
The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it | 


The motion to | 


‘ motion to reconsider the vote by which the House jj the purpose of seeing him. That was my reason 


i 
f 


F move to lay the motion | 


| to suggest in reply to the position of the Speaker, i 
i that the vote on the motion to adjourn over vir- |, 
i| tually fixes the day to which we shall adjourn; |) 

! The SPEAKER. The Chair must.leave it to | 


It is the business of the Chair to | 


Mr. STEPHENS. “The House have already | 


1 will withdraw the mo- | 
| tion to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. :! 
then recurs on | 


Upon that motion I demand the | 


Í renew the motion to lay |: 
i the motion to reconsider upon the table, if they | 


Mr. OLDS. Upon that question I demand the | 


Benton, Bliss, Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Chamberlain, |; 


Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Hiester, |. 
Howe, Hughes, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Knox, La- || 


Chastain, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, John G. Davis, Eddy, Ed- | 
mands, Ellison, English, Flagler, Fuller, Harrison, Hast- |: 


a 2M E > ings, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, H®uston, George W. Jones, | 
attention drawn to any similar case, but inasmuch | J. Gi nd : ; £ ; 


adjourn, it was taken, and decided in the affirma- 
i tive. 
| PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
| Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I ask the consent of 
the House to make a personal explanation. + 
There being no objection, 
Mr. A. proceeded. I will detain the House but, 
a single moment. J notice that in the Globe of 
i! this morning I am recorded as having been absent 
|, upon a call of the roll. Itis true that I was not 
|: present, but as I think the House will bear me 
|, witness that I am constant in my attendance here . 
|' uponalmostall occasions. I beg leave to state that I 
|: received notice that a son of mine, who is at Alex- 
‘i andria at school, was sick, and I went there for 


iF 


for being absent, and that is all the explanation I 
have to make. : 

The House thereupon (at half past three o'clock 
1) p. m.) adjourned tili Wednesday next at twelve 


i o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, July 5, 1854. 
| Prayer by Rev. Henry SLiceR. 


‘| Mr. BADGER. Senators, | have received a 
| note from the President of the Senate, which the 
‘| Secretary will read. 

| The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Hi R WASHINGTON, July 5, 1854. 

i My pear Sir: You will oblige me by presiding over the 


Senate this day. 
Your friend, D. R. ATCHISON. 


| Hon. Grorce E. BADGER. 
Mr. BADGER. If there be no objection, I 
i will take the chair in pursuance of the request of 
i this letter. 

There was no objection. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 
ii Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
i communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
| of the Senate, information of the condition of the 
‘| marine hospital building at New Orleans, and the 
| sum necessary to place it in a proper state of re- 

pair; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, information respecting the present 
condition of the building of the United States 
i branch Mint at New Orleans; which was referred 


|| to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
(| printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of inhabitants of Wisconsin, praying the 
establishment of a post route from La Crossé to 
Portage,in said State; which was referred to the 
ii Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of merchants of . 
Detroit, Michigan, praying the reduction of the 
i rates of ocean postage; which was referred to the 
ii Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
; He expressed a hope that the committee would 

report favorably in regard to the subject of the 
petition, : à 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of James 

© F. Shores and others, citizens of Portsmouth, 
' New Hampshire, praying the repeal of the fugi- 
tive slave law; which was referred to the Com- 
: mittee on the Judiciary. 
Also, a petition of C. E. Stowe and others, 
‘legal voters of Andover, Massachusetts, praying 
the repeal of the fugitive slave law; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. RUSK presented the petition of the legal 
representatives of Seth M. Leavenworth, praying 
that a joint resolution, heretofore passed for his 
_ relief, may be carried into effect; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


PAPER WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of merchants, ship-masters, 
and others, residing in the Belfast collection district, pray- 
. ing the erection of a custom-house building at Belfast, 
:: Maine, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- 
i ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING @OMMITTEES. . 
Mr. SUMNER, from! the Committee on Pen- 
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sions, to whom was referred a bill from the Hause. 
of Representatives, for the relief of Charles Sta- 
ples; reported it back without amendment, 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred a letter 
from the Commissioner of Public Buildings, com- | 
municating information of the destruction of a por- 
tion of the Long Bridge, by fire, on the 8th instant, 
and asking an appropriation for the repairs of the 
same, reported a bill making an appropriation for 
the repairs of the Long Bridge across the Potomac 
river, in the city of Washington; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DIXON asked, and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate, to introduce a bill to provide 
for taking charge of the Louisville and Portland 
canal, and to prevent the same from falling into 
bad repair; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on | 
Roads and Canals. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT WHEELING. 


Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a 
eustom-honse, post office, and court-room at Wheeling, in 
Virginia; and if, in their opinion, the same be expedient, 
then to report the appropriation necessary therefor. 


THE BARK GRIFFIN. 


Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested (if, in his 
opinion, notincompatible with the public interest) to com- 
municate to the Senate copies of the correspondence be- 
tween Ferdinand Coxe, late chargé d’affaires of the United 
States at Brazil, and the Brazilian Government, con- { 
cerning the seizure of the cargo of the American bark 
Griffin, and the imprisonment of George Marsden, a citizen 
of the United States, 


STEAMER EL PARAGUAY. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
from the House of Representatives to correct a 
clerical error in the act approved June 22, 1854, 
to authorize a register to be issued to the steamer 
El Paraguay, have directed me to report the same 
back without amendment, and recommend its 
passage. [ask that it may be considered at this 
time. It is simply to correct a verbal error. 

There being no objection, the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the | 
joint resolution. It provides that wherever the 
word “Joy? occurs in the act referred to, it shall 
be held to mean “Ivy.” 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


STEAM LINE BETWEEN CALIFORNIA AND 


CHINA. 
The engrossed bill to establish a line of steam | 
mail ships between San Francisco, in California, 
and Shanghai, in China, touching at the Sand- | 
wich Islands and Japan, was read a third time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, ** Shall the bill pass?” 
Mr. MASON. I move that the bill lie on the 
table, so as to test the sense“of the Senate on the | 


expediency of the appropriation. 

Mr. WELLER. Qn that motion I call for the | 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to suggest to the Senator 
from Virginia, that it would be as well to allow the 
question to be taken on the passage of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. MASON. Very weil. 
my motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. CLAY stated that he had agreed to pair 
off with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr.Stuarr,] 
who was in favor of the bill. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK stated that he had paired 


101 


Then I withdraw 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
ł 
j 


| Chairon a previous occasion, I should be prepared 


| late that agreement, provided that it is not likely 


| head, Brown, Butler, Clay, Cooper, Dixon, Dodge of Wis- 


off with the Senator from Texas, [Mr. Housron,} 
who was a friend of the bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill, resulted—yeas 22, nays 
13; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Brodhead, Cass, 
Clayton, Cooper, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, Fessenden, 
Gwin, Hamlin, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Pratt, Roek- 
well, Rusk, Seward, Stuart, Wade, Walker, and Weller 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bright, Brown, But- |} 
Jer, Chase, Evans, Gillette, Hunter, Mallory, Mason, Pet- 
tit, and Williams—13. 


So the bill was passed. 
ALEXANDRIA AND WASHINGTON RAILROAD. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate now |i 
take up the bill authorizing the extension of the 
Alexandria and Washington railroad into the || 
District of Columbia, for the purpose of voting 
upon it. 

Mr.CLAYTON. I hope we shall go on in reg- 
ular order. The bill for the more effectual súp- 
pression of the African slave tradein American- |! 
built vessels was made the special order for half |! 
past twelve this morning. That hour has ar- | 
rived, and I now call for its consideration. 

Mr. MASON. I hope the Senator will in- 
dulge me with the courtesy of having the bill to 
which I allude voted upon. ! only desire to take 
a vote upon it. It will not occupy five minutes. 

Mr. CLAYTON. If it be understood that 
there is to be no debate, but simply a vote upon 
it, I am willing; otherwise I shall call for the | 
special order. 

Mr. MASON. All that I ask isa vote. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill. 

No amendment being proposed, it was reported 
to the Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ido not rise to speak on the 
merits of the bill. The indication is that it is | 
going to pass; and one of the indications—the 
only indication I think—to the contrary is that the 
alee occupant of the chair will not oppose it. 

Te has made a good many excellent speeches this 
session which have been very persuasive; but I 
am sorry to say that, as faras I am concerned, 


Mr. HAMLIN. There is a special order for 
half past twelve o’clock, to which: hope theSen- 
ator will interpose no objection. ieni 

Mr. CLAYTON. I call for the special- order. 

Mr. BROWN.: What is it? f 

The PRESIDING: OFFICER. The first 
special order for half past twelve, is the-bill-to 
authorize the construction of a line of :telegraph 
from the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the Senate now to pro-* 
ceed to its consideration. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to postpone the prior 
orders, with the view of taking up the resolution, 
which I have indicated. Fts object is to fix:a 
morning hour for the sitting of the Senate, in place 
of the present evening hour. It. requires no dis- 
cussion. The fixing of a special case for the 
morning hour, in my opinion, should not have 
been done; but it has been done; and 1, therefore, 
move to postpone the prior orders to get a vote 
upon the resolution. I presume every one has 
“made up his mind upon it. cae) 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator will. let this reso- 
lution go over till to-morrow morning, we can 
have a vote on it then, i 

Mr. CLAYTON. Nothing tends so much to 
obstruct the business of the Senate as taking up 
subjects out of their order. The debate which 
arises on the propriety of abandoning the order of 
the Senate, occupies more time than it would take 
to pass a measure. 

Mr. ADAMS. Iwill withdraw my motion. I 
will not be in the way of business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thefirstspecial 
order is the bill to authorize the construction of a 
line of telegraph from the Mississippi river tothe 
Pacific ocean. . 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I should like to inquire if 
that is the special order during the morning:hour 
only or not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
appointed this bill as the special order for half past 
twelve o’clock. The custom, the Chair will take 
the opportunity of remarking, which has grown 
up in the Senate is, in the opinion of the occupant 
of the Chair, founded on no authority, butit does 


| not become him to make any objection to it. 


they failed to produce the result. I was on the || 
eve of voting for the bill at one time. Afterwards || 
I came to examine the subject, and I found that |) 
the Chair had once before made a speech on it |; 
which was perfectly satisfactory and conclusive || 
that the Long Bridge ought not to be repaired or |) 
kept up for two, reasons: first that it injures the || 
health of this city, and next, that it is injurious to | 
the commerce and interests of Georgetown. 
Upon that old speech, therefore, made by the 


| 
| 


i 
Í 


to vote against the passage of this bill; but the į 
honorable Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Foor,]} 
who was in favor of its passage, was obliged to 
leave the city, and asked me to pair off with him. | 
I did so, and I rise for the purpose of doing justice 
to him, and stating the reasons which influence 
me. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The bill has been taken up with 
the understanding, I believe, that it should not be 
further discussed. I have no disposition to vio- 


to pass. If I thought it would pass I should in- 
sist upon being heard upon it. With a view of 
making a test question I move that it lie on the 
table; and on that { ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—yeas 26, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Bright, Brod- 


consin, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, © 
Gwin, Pettit, Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, | 
Toucey, Wade, and Walker—26. [ 

NAVS—Messrs. Chase, Clayton, Hunter, Johnson, ;: 


Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Norris, Rockweljy |: 
i 
|; 
i) 
HH 


Rusk, Weller, and Williains—12. 
TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. ADAMS. I ask for the consideration of |: 
the resolution which I had the honor of introdu- | 
cing the other morning in regard to the hour of || 


meeting. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. If it is only for the morn- 
ing hour, | have no objection to it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. lI think it was the intention 
of the Senator from California, [Mr. Gowin,] as 


li it was my own, that it should only be for the 


morning hour, and after that has expired, we 
shall not interfere with the regular business of the 
day. Is the bill now before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is now be- 
fore the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 
and is open to amendment. : 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to add another verbal 
amendment to the substitute reported from the 
committee. It is to insert after:the word ‘+ terti- 
tory” in the sixth section the words ‘in alternate 


i sections,” so as to make it read: ‘and if, after 


two years from the completion as aforesaid, said 
lands shall not have been surveyed, it shall be 


i optional with said Alden and Eddy, their heirs 


and assigns, and they shall have the right to relo- 
cate the like quantities of land in any Territory 
in alternate sections where they have been sur- 
veyed,” &. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [also propose to amend the 
second section, by inserting after the word 
u water” the words “ where the same is practi- 
cable.” The section now provides, that the tele- 
graphic line shall be constructed under the surface 
of the earth, rock or water. It has been sug- 
gested by the honorable Senator from Texas, (Mr. 
Rusk,] that there may be rocks in the spurs of 
the mountains over which the line may pass. of 
that description, which it would be very hard if 
not impossibleto penetrate. The object is, insuch 
cases, to let the line go on the surface. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as originally introduced by Mr. 
Hamurm, proposed to empower Hiram O. Alden 
and James Eddy, their associates and assigns, to 
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bill of this year. Now, sir, it is my purpose to 
state very briefly what are the provisions of this 
bill, what will be the expense of the-work, what 
are the grants of the Government, and what the 
Government are to receive therefor. 

The first section of the substitute reported by 
the committee to the Senate grants the right of 
way across the territories of the Government for 
the construction ofa subterranean telegraph to H. 


and words, but still reserving to the Governmentthe further 
lf prior use, to any extent within the capacity of said line, 
by paying ihe same tolls or charges paid by individuals for | 
like services, and no more. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the:trans- ii 
mission of all private dispatches and communications over 
said main Jine, between the Mississippi and the Pacific, 
the tolls or charges shall, in no case, exceed ten dollars for 
each message of ten words or less, exclusive of date, ad 


may select, through the public lands belonging to, 


x Poa as = TET a Fes it 
} i i issi ial dis sations j] 
construct, at their own expense, a line of telegraph || transmission of all official dispatches and communications | i . 
fi St, Louis, i Missouri or an skeet pint between said 'overnment and its officers: Provided, how- | last year. I think, sir, that these are the only 
TOM Shy GOUIRAN Ay nOr aby Goer p ever, That said free dispatches and communications shall || Qiferences between the bill of last year and the 
on thé western bank of the Mississippi river they |! not exceed a monthly aggregate of more than eight thona- | s 
i 
| 


and- under the jurisdiction of, the United States, | 
> to San Francisco, in California; orto some other | 
{ 
{ 


point on the Pacific ocean, inas direct a line as | 
practicable, with liberty to. construct branch or | 
diverging lines to: Texas, to New Mexico, to | 
_ Utah, and to: Oregón.: The Jine is to be con- | 
structed of durable materials, thoroughly insulated, dress and signature; and not exceeding seventy-five cents 


: sécurely placed under the surface of the earth, and || for each word added thereto. a ; 
i} Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That said Alden and 


water with testing tubes every five miles, and with | 
“working stations at distances averaging not more’ | 
than a hundred miles, to secureits thorough work- | 


t 
The stations |; e : t 
t said iine shall be in working condition, as reques 


~ing, and its repair and protection. 
are to be supplied with the necessary telegraph 


instruments and operators, both night and day, | 


aand the whole line is to be completed and put in 
operation within eighteen montes. The General 


Government secures to itself forever the free use ; 
of the line for the transmission of official dispatches į 
end communications between the Governmentand |; 
its officers, not exceeding a monthly aggregate of | 
more. than seven thousand words, though the | 
prior use is reserved to the Government at all | 
times. For the transmission of private dispatches | 


from the Mississippi to the Pacific the charges are 
not to exceed ten dollars for each message of ten 
words or less, and not exceeding seventy-five 
cents for each additional word. The line is to be 


keptin good working condition under penalty of | 
forfeiture of the.line and all its appurtenances, 
On these conditions, the General Government, as | 


soon as tbe line shall be in operation, will issue to 


the company: land warrants for fifteen hundred | 
thousand acres, which the company may select ; 
and locate thus: They may select from any of the |; 


public lands along and near. the telegraphic line, 


not before sold or appropriated, any quantity not | 
less than a section, nor more than a township, in | 
one body; and if more than one township shall i} 


be taken in the same locality, alternate townships 
only are to be selected, 


i as the same shall be put in suce 
free use thereof, as hereinbefore provided, tendered to the | 
G ed 10 i 
gus, in exchange ii 
id line in perpe- | 


i| section, in alternate sections. 


| with said Alden and Eddy, their heirs or 
shail have the rigbt to relocate the Jike quantities of laud . 


The President of the | 
United States is to cause the unsurveyed lands | 
upon the line of telegraph, which they may select, | 
to be surveyed, and if, after the expiration of two || 
years from the completion of the line the lands | 


Eddy, their associates and assigns, shall, at their; own 
expense, keep said line of telegraph in working order, and 
at their own cost operate the same, transmitting said Gov- 


ernment dispatches and communications, atali times, when | 


ed by ihe 
officers or authorized agents of said Government; and i 


they shah, at any time, unreasonably refuse so to do, or; 
shall neglect, for the space of six successive months, to | 
mne | 


operate said line—unless prevented from so doing, by 
unforseen disaster, or some unavoidable calhunity, arising 
from the sickness of operators or from Indian hostility and 
depredation, said line of telegraph, with all its appurte- 
nane shall be forfeited to, aud become the property of, 
the United States. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That, upon the com- 
pletion of said jine of telegraph as aforesaid, and so soon 
al Operation, and the 


Government of the United States, then shall be iss 
said Alden and Eddy, their beirs or ¢ 


and payment for the free and prior useof s 


tuity, as aforesaid, land warrants for two millions acres of 
laud ingall mineral lands, whieh they are hereby au- | 
thorized to select and locate as follows: fromand after said | 


completion they shall have the right to select froin any of 


| the publfe lands along and near said line of telegraph, not 


before sold or appropriated, any quantity, not more than a 
Where unsurveyed tands 
shall have been selected, the President of the 


and if, after two years from the completion as afores 
said lands shall not have been surveyed, it shall be optional 
ssigns, and they 


in any Territory, iv alternate sections, where they shalt 
have been surveyed, and s 
or sale. Aud as fast as 


hereby authorized aud required to 
patents to the said Alden and Eddy, their heis or a 
on application therefor: Provided, ‘That in the eventa 
road to the Pacific ocean shill be located ou or near 
Hine oftelegraph, the grant of land contemplated in this sec- 
tion, shall be so located as not to interfere with the loca- 
tion and any grant Congress may make in aid of the eon- 


shall not have been surveyed, the company will ; 


be at liberty to relocate the like quantities in any 


State or Territory where the lands are surveyed, | 


and open to private entry or sale, and as fast as 
~ 


the lands are thus located, the Commissioner of 


the General Land Office will issue patents for | 


them. In the event of a railroad to. the Pacific 


ocean being located on or near the route selected | 
for a telegraphic line, the grant of land contem- | 
plated by this bill is to be so located as not to | 


interfere with the grant for the railroad. The 
bill. further provides that any material of foreign 
manufacture that may be requisite and necessary 
for the construction of the telegraphic line may be 
imported free of duty. : 


The Committee on Territories reported an; l 
| trespass on the attention of the Senate, and I pro- 
As amended, on the motion of Mr, | 
Hamrin, (to-day and Saturday last,) the substitute : 


amendment in the form of a substitute for the 
whole bill. 


reads as follows: 
That Hiram O. Alden and James Eddy, tbeir successor. 


associates and assigns, are hereby authorized and empow 
ered to construct, at their own expense, a line of tetegraph 


they may hereafter select, through the publie lauds belong- 
ing to, and wider the jorisdiction of the United States, 
over which lands the right of way tor that purpose is here- 
by granted, to San Franctsea, in California, in as direct 
line as practicable, with the Jiberty to coustruetal 
verging lines to and through the publie lands in the States 
and Territories lying both north aud south of said direct 
or main line, as is hereinafter set forth. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That said line of tet. 
egraph shall be constructed of durable matenals, with at, 
least two independent conductors thoroughly insulated, 
and securely placed under the surface of the earth, rock or 


water where the same is practicable, with testing mbes | 


every five miles, and working stations at distances ave 
aging not more than one hundred miles, to secure the 
through working of the same, and for its repair and pratece- 
tion. Said working stations are to he supplied with all the 


shail be completed and put in operation within two year: 
from the passage of this bill, and after such State leg 
shall have heen secured as may be necessary to authorize > 
its construction in the States through which it may pass, | 
And said line of telegraph, when so completed. shall there- 


| the courts, aud shalt be 


i and Pacific coasts. 


i! can pass at this session of Congress. 
from such point on the Mississippi or Missouri rivers, as Í 


iy 


fan i! 


i struction of said railroad. 
Sec, 7. And be it further enacted, That all voluntary or |) 


intentional injuri 
erty thereto belong 


to said line pf telegraph, or toany prop- 
i, shall be deemed, and are hereby 


declared to be wilfal and malicious trespasses, and shall be j 


punished as such: and all laws of the onited States now 
in force in any Territory thereot, or which may hereafter 


| be enacted for the better security and protection of prop- 
( ses, shall be, and they | 
| hereby are extended, for the protection of said line of tel- 


erty, and applicable to such offer 


egraph, into and over all the unorganized territory belong- 
ing to and under the jurisdiction of the United States 


through whieb the ? may be constructed; and all legal 
process and proceedings for tbe detection and punishment | 


of the atoresaid offen 


tories. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I do not often’ 


pose to do so only very briefly at this time. I 
believe it may now be conceded that there will be 
no bill urged at this session for the esiablishment 


| ofa railroad communication between the Atlantic 
Certain it is that no such bill `! 


; r Indeed, if 
such a bill should receive the favorable consider- 
ation of Congress, it would be years before such 


| a road could be constructed, whether either by 
| the funds of individuals, from the proceeds of the 
National Treasury, or by appropriations of public i 
lands.. Therefore, to obviate the want which is |! 


the construction of a telegraphic line. 


The bill which I had the honor to introduce at | 


this session was the bill which was reported by 


the Senator from California [Mr. WexLer] tothe | 
i Senate last 
requisite telegraph apparatus, instruments, operators, and i] 
men, necessary tò its efficacy and reliability, and the same |: 


ries. The substitute which is reported from the 
same committee at this session, differs, | believe, 


'fronpthat billin enly two particulars. The bill 
, of st year made a grant of one million five hun- 


dred thousand acres towards the construction of; 


t United | 
States shall eause the saine to be surveyed, if practicable; į 
d, i 


Ithen be open to private entry : 
sections and locations of said 

į tands shall thas be made, tle Commissioner of the Generai 
j Land Otee i issi 


wall be withip the jurisdiction of { 
! 1 1 e issued aud executed by the proper ` 
i law officers in the adjoining States and organized Terri- 


felt for a direct communication between the two | 
coasts, Í think itis bighly desirable that a small | 
i and a limited appropriation should be made for: 


year from the Committee on Territo- | 


O. Alden and James Eddy, their associates and 
assigns, to be constructed with two lines of wire, in- 
sulaied in proper substances, to prevent the action 
of the frost or the weather thereupon; such wires 
as are used on similar telegraphic lines on the con- 
tinent of Europe at this time, and which have 
proved practicable and useful. It is a simple 
grant of the right of way over the public lands, 
leaving to the persons who shall construct the line 
the obligation of acquiring from the States through 
which it shall pass such State legislation as may 
be necessary. Hence I say that the first section 
provides simply for a grant of the right of way 
over the territories of the United States. It also 
provides that the western terminus of tRe line 
shall be at San Francisco, and the eastern termin- 
us upon the Mississippi or Missouri, at such 
point as shall be found most practicable. 

The second section provides that the telegraph 
| shall be constructed of durable materials, with 
‘| two lines of conductors, to be placed under the 
earth, rock, or water, where the same is practica- 
ble, and that, when constructed, it shall have test- 
ing tubes at every five miles distant; with work- 
ing apparatus and machinery at distances of one 
hundred miles each along the line, with tele- 
graphic stations at every hundred miles, This 
section also provides that the line shall, at all 
times, be kept in perfect repair by the corporators. 

The third section provides that, after the tele- 
graph shall have been completed by the parties at 
their own expense, they shall transmit, for the use 
of the Government, at the rate of eight thousand 
words per month; and that the right of the Gov- 
ernment shall be prior to the rights of all other per- 
sons in transmitting the eight thousand words per 
month for its use. It further provides, that if 
there shall be other or greater facilities required 
and demanded by the Government, it shall have 
prior and exclusive use of the line for transmitting 
whatever else it may demand, at the same rates 
which are paid by individuals. 

The fourth section regulates the rate of com- 
pensation at about twice the price which is charged 
upon our ordinary lines, although the cost of con- 
structing a subterranean telegraph with insulated 
‘| wires will be more than three times the expense 
‘| of constructing a telegraphic line according to the 
| ordinary process. Relatively, therefore, taking 
| into consideration the value of the work, the cost 
|| of its construction, the expenses which it will re- 


| quire to keep it in operation through a wilderness 
| country, this isa lower rate, | think, than that 
i which is usually charged. The price which we 
| provide for is ten dollars for communication of 
iten words over this line for about two thousand 
| miles. 

| The fifth section provides that the parties shall 
jatall times keep the line in perfect repair; and 
| whenever, for the term of s1x consecutive months, 
i they shall fail, without adequate cause, (such as 
‘ causes arising from sickness, Indian hostilities, 
| flood, or some unforeseen accident,) to.communi- 
i cate for the Government, according to the terms 
: of the bill, then the whole work is to be forfeited 
, and become the property of the Government. 

t Thesixth section provides that, after the line shall 
i have been completed by the parties, the use thereof 
ii shali be tendered to the Government for the pur- 
pose of transmitting the communications specified 
; in the provisions to which I have alluded. Italso 
: contains a provision that when the Government 
has had the telegraphic line tendered to it, there 
"shall then be granted to this corporation two mil- 
‘lions of acres of land, to be taken in alternate sec- 
ii tions along the line of telegraph; but the Jands are 
to be so taken as not to interfere with the location 
of any grant made for a railroad either now or 


| this line. This bill makes a grant of two million | 
j acres, whilst it also requires of the parties who | 
| construct the telegraph to transmit one thousand 

| words monthly for the use of the Government, 


subsequently, and if they shall prove to interfere 
i with the location of any railroad, then they shall 
i| be relocated in some of the Territories—not in the 
States. 


after be kept in operation by night as weli as by day. f 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be | 

i 

| 

i 


reserved and granted to the General Government forever, 
the free and prior use of said line of telegraph, for the 


1854, 
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If you estimate the value of these lands accord- 
ing to the computation of the General Govern- 
ment itself, when it fixed the price of a one hun- 
dred and sixty acre land warrant at $100, or if 
you estimate your public lands at $1 25 an acre, 
and take into the account the fact that many of 
these lands cannot be brought into’ the market 
for a long period of years—taking either course 
as the estimate upon which to place the value 
of the land, and then allowing a fund to arise 


from it equal to that which the value of the: 
lands shall be—the service performed by this | 
company for the Government will be equal to | 
This, | 


seven or eight per cent. upon.that value. 
then, is in the nature of a contract with’ the Gov- 
ernment. in consideration of the grant of these 
lands, the company covenant and agree with the 
Gpvernment to perform for it these services, 
which will be equal to a compensation of from six 
to eight per cent. per annum upon such fund as 
the lands might produce if sold now, or if esti- 
mated upon the same rule that the Government 
estimated its lands when it commuted one hundred 
and sixty acre land warrants at $100. No grant, 


in the nature of a gift, is asked or made—a full | 


equivalent is made to the Government for all it 
contributes, 
The language of the bill is as follows: 


“Phat upon the completion of said line of telegraph, as 
aforesaid, and so soon as the game shall be put in success- 
ful operation, and the free use thereof, ax hereinbefore pro 
vided, tendered to the Government of the Uuited States, 
then shalt be issued to said Alden and Eddy, their heirs or 
assigns, in exchange and payment forthe free and prior us: 
of said line in perpetuity, as aforesaid, land warrants for 


two millions acres of dand, excluding all mineral lands, ¿| 
which they are hereby authorized to select and locate as |; 


follows: from and after said completion they stall have the 
right to select from any of the public lands atong and near 


said line of telegraph, not before cold or appropriated, any f 


quantity, not more than a section, and in alternate sections,” 


The last section simply provides that any dep- | 
redation committed upon this line of telegraph | 


shall be taken to be a malicious trespass, and 
shal} be 
the United States, and that the proper officers 
of the adjoining States and Territories shall 
have jurisdiction of such offenses. 


it therefore provides that the proper court in the 
adjoining States or Territories shall have jurisdic- 
tion over the subject-matter, and shall try and 
punish all offenses for willful depredatigns upon 
the property of the company, as thoughrthey 
were in the Territory of the United Statés. 


{ should have stated at another point that the |! 
bill provides that the line shall be established | 


within two years. 

These, sir, are, simply and plainly, the provis- 
ions of this bil. Ido not propose to elaborate 
them. The commijtee who reported it have given 
to usa very excellent report. 
into the general uses of the telegraph, the benefits 
which the Government will derjve from the con 
struction of this line, its commercial importance 
and they have very fairly and very trathfully 
stated the usesand benefits which the country and 
the people will derive from its construction. The 


uses of such a work, which must necessarily, |! 


under any circumstances, precede a railroad for 
years, are obvious, and will readily suggest them- 
selves to every mind. 


such a'work, connected with the whaling and cora- | 
mercial intercourse of the Pacific, and connected |; 
with what belongs especially to the State of Cal- | 
over-estimated. | 
When we consider what may necessarily arise as |! 


ifornia, cannot be doubted or 


to the duty and obligation of the Government in 


transmitting messages to its officials upon the ; 
Pacific, we readily perceive that vast sums must |) 
necessarily be saved to the Government by the 
construction of this line; and that which would | 


be the work almost of months by the slow prog 


ress of steam—for it is slow when compared with | 
electricity—-would be done on the instant; and | 


messengers, who would be required to be sent 
around the Cape or across the Isthmus, will all 
be superseded by the Government in the trans- 
mission of its dispatches and messages, which are 
secured to it by this bill, if the work shall be ex- 
ecuted. 

These are the principal features of the bill. I 
do not propose to elaborate upon them. It is in 
the nature of a contract, and ia not an act ofin- 


unished as such under the laws of |; 


This pro- | 
vision was drawn before any bill was passed | 
providing territorial government for the regions ; 
through which the line must be constructed, and | 


They -have gone |: 


The commercial utility of ii 


| corporation. It is an express contract that. you 
i! will grant this small pittance of land to these per- 
sonsand their associates, and thatthey will, in re- 
turn, perform for the Government what it is pro- 
vided by this bill. 
| must meet the cordial approval of the Senate. 

i Mr. PRATT. Willthe Senator be kind enough 
| to read the clause of the bill which gives jurisdic- 
| tion to the adjoining States over offenses com- 
I mitted within the territories of the United States? 
| Mr. HAMLIN. This bill was drafted before 
any territorial bills had been passed, and conse- 
quently, if this telegraphic line had been con- 
structed when the bili was drafted, it would have 
passed through a wilderness country without terri- 
| torial organization, and hence this language was 
| used: ** And all legal process and proceedings for 
the detection and punishment of the aforesaid of- 


t 
| 
j 
i 
| 
j 


i| and shall be issued and execated by the proper 
ii law officers in theadjoining Statesand ‘Territories. ”” 
ii E think it would perhaps be as well to strike out 
|; that language, and leave the punishment of those 
| offenses to the territorial judge, as the line will 
| now pass altogether through the Territories. 
| Mr. HUNTER. This billhas been very much 
| amended, and I will therefore suggest that it he 
| over until to-morrow and be printed, so that we 
; may see all the amendments. Itis an important 
i bill. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I will move to postpone the 
| further consideration of the bill until half past 
! twelve o’clock to-morrow morning, and that it be 
| ordered to be printed. 
| Mr.BROWN. Before the question is taken on 
that motion, l should like to inquire of my friend 
|, from Maine at what time the bill provides for the 
completion of the telegraph ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Two years. 

Mr.BROWN. Two years from the passage of 
the bill? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EVANS. The bill has been so much 


know what its provisions are. I wish, therefore, 


shall have alternate sections of land along the 
whole line? 
Mr. HAMLIN. 
millions of acres. 
Mr. EVANS. Where are they to be located ? 
Mr. HAMLIN. Along the line. 


Only to the extent of two 


veyed, what is to become of it? 
Mr. HAMLIN. The bill provides that if it is 


in alternate sectiors in territory. 

Mr. PRATT. Manifest policy, itseems to me, 
|| requires that we should act upon a subject after it 
| has been discussed. I think it would be a great 
deal better to go through with what is commenced 
rather than to postpone it from day to day. Sach 
| a course leads to prolonged debate. It seems to 
me that it will always be a great deal better to get 
rid of a subject which we have discussed, 


tion of the Senator from Maine was to lay over 
4 the bill until to morrow at hailf-past twelve o'clock. 
Surely, that is not too much time for the examin- 
ation of such a bill as this. 

Mr. WELLER. 
| self that the bili shall be postponed untl to-mor- 

row, with the distinct understanding that we are 
to act on it at that time. An explanation of the 
different provisions of the bill has been made this 
morning, for the first time, by the Senator from 
Maine. Certainly we desire that the Senate shall 
be advised of all the various provisions of the bill 
before it is passed by them. We do not require 
nor ask hasty action on it. I am willing, there- 
fore, to postpone the further consideration of the 
bill until to-morrow, at half past twelve, with the 
understanding that its friends will then endeavor 
| to bring the Senate to a vole upon it, y 
| Mr. HAMLIN. Before the question is put 
| upon the motion to postpone, | move to amend the 
| last section by striking out the words “ the ad- 
| joining States and,” so as to leave legal process 
| and proceeding for the punishment of the offenses 
| named to be executed and issued by the proper 
f 
! 
i 


i 


law officers in the organized Territories. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS. If it be in order, I should like 
to move to amend the motion to postpone by in- 


1 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 


i 


lt seems to me so clear that it | 


l| fenses shall be within the jurisdiction of the courts, | 


amended, and is in such confusion that I do not | 


to inquire whether it provides that the grantees | 


Mr. EVANS. Suppose the land is not sur- | 


not surveyed within two years, it shail be taken | 


Mr. HUNTER. I understood that the sugges- | 


I am perfectly willing my- | 


H 


serting ‘one o'clock” in lieu of ‘half past 
twelve,” ` 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion. 
would not be in order. ; ; 
_Mr. BROWN. Ifby bis proposition that this, 
bill is to be taken up, and, if possible, disposed of 


; to-morrow, my friend from California means: to 


carry it beyond-the morning hour, I wish to say 
now, in time, that I shall object to any such ubder- 
standing. I am willing that half the morning 
hour shall be devoted to this. bill; but there are 
very many important measures which are being 
postponed from day to day, while’ bills like this 
are taken up by courtesy to gentlemen. “For in- 
stance, the indigent insane bill, which all of ua 
know stands very much in the way of our pro- 
gress with other bills, has been here now for nearly 
three months, and we have not had a vote on it. 
Then there is the homestead bill, and there are 
other important bills, whose friends are desirous 
to see them acted upon. I wish simply to say to 
my friend from California, that if half the morn- 
ing hour be devoted to this matter, I do not ob- 
ject, but | must object to any understanding to 
carry it beyond the morning hour, so as to inter- 
fere with other business. á 

Mr. WELLER. Isimply desired to notify the 
Senate, by the expression which | made, that on 
to-morrow the friends of the bill would endeavor 
to obtain a vote. Everybody must regard this as 
a very important measure, and of course’ we de- 
sire the action of the Senate on it at as early a day 
as possible. I said, therefore, that to-morrow, 
unless some public reason interfered, the friends 
of the bill would urge on the Senate the propriety 
of taking a vote. I do not know whether my 
friend from Mississippi is an enemy or a friend to 
it. If he is an enemy of the bill, of course his sug- 
gestion will have very litle weight on my mind; 
buat if he is in truth and fact in favor of its pas- 
sage, then of course I shall feel inclined to do every 
thing I can to yield to his personal feelings. But 
the Senator has not defined his position, and J fear 
that we shall find him opposed to the passage of 
the bil]. desire, therefore, to stand entirely un- 
committed as to what I shall do to-morrow. “Suf- 
ficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” I hope 
we shall be able to obtain a vote to-morrow. . 

Mr. BROWN. I shall be glad if we can take 
a vote to-morrow; but what I wished to say was, - 
that by my silence I did not intend to agree to any 
understanding to give this bill precedence over 
anything else. 

Mr. WELLER. I will pledge myself to my 
friend from Mississippi, that | will not press this 
bill to a vote to-morrow to the exclusion of more 
important business. That ought to be satisfac- 
tory—I being the judge, of course, of what are 
more important. [Laughter.] 

The motion to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the bill to, and make it the special order 
for, half-past twelve o’clock. to-morrow, was 
agreed to. S 

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. STUART. I now wish to ask the Senate 
to take up, with a view of disposing of it to-day, 
if we can, the hill making a grant ôf land for the 
relief of indigent insane persons, which has been 
returned by the President of the United States, 
with his objections. ; 

Mr. CLAYTON. We have now on the table 
a bill which is the special order immediately after 
this shall be disposed of. I refer to the bill re- 
ported from the Committee on Foreign Relations 
for the more effectual suppression of the slave 
trade in American-built vessels, -I hope we shall 
take up that bill now. 

Mr. BUNTER. I think it would be better to 
take up the veto message. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Bropuean] has been here day 
after day, desiring to speak on it, and I think itis 
due to him that he should have an opportunity to 
do so. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It was understood on Sat- 
urday, when the,,bill for the suppression of the 
slave trade was postponed, that it would be taken 
up immediately after the special order which has 
just been disposed of. That bill is one on which 
| presume there will betno debate whatever; for I 
suppose, from what Í understand, that an arrange- 
ment can be made which will supersede the neces- 
sity of any debate atall. I hope, therefore, that 
we shall adhere to the special order. It cannot 
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corisume more than a few minutes, and then we 
can take. up the veto message. : i 

Mr. STUART. If the bill of the Senator from 
Delaware be first in order on the. table, and if it 
‘will lead to no debate, as he supposes, J am will- 
jing to withdraw my. motion, so as to allow that 
pill to he taken up; but E assure the Senate that 
I am exceedingly anxious to dispose of the other 
question, for it stands.in the way of other busi- 
ness. o i : 
` My. CLAYTON. The gentleman cannot be 
{mòre anxious than Tam to dispose of the veto 
message; but I wish to take up the first bill in 
order. : 

Mr. ADAMS. 1 desire to inquire of the Chair 
‘if the veto message is not first in order? — 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first. bill 
‘now. on the orders of the Senate for consideration 
is the bill spoken of by the Senator from Dela- 
“ware. Immediately after thatis the act making 
‘a grant of public lands to the several States of the 
Union for the benefit of indigent insane persons. 

Mr. CASS, I agree with my colleague on this 
matter. Ifthe vote can be tak 
the Senator from Delaware, without discussion, I 
have no objection to its being taken up. After 
that I shall be in favor of taking up the veto mes- 
‘sage. Í believe we ought to have a vote upon 
that. Then, for myself, I shall vote against every 
proposition to bring other business before the 
Senate until the homestead bill be taken up. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ihave no objection to taking 
up the bill of the Senator from Delaware, if it be 
understood that the amendment which is pending 
will be withdrawn; but surely he does not sup- 
pose that the amendment will be voted on without 
debate. 

. Mr. CLAYTON. I suppose that if the bill 
‘be taken up that amendment will be withdrawn in 
the course of a very few minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Michigan withdraw his motion? 

‘Mr. STUART. Yes, sir, 

The Senate then resumed, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the consideration of the bill for the 
more effectual suppression of the slave trade in 
American-built vessels, the pending question being 
upon the amendment offered on Saturday last by 
the Senator from. Indiana [Mr. Permit] to add the 
following additional sections: 

1 BRO, ~i And, beit further enacted, That the sum of. 
250,000 be, and is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
the order. of {he proper officer’ of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, for the year ending 80th June, 1855, for the 
purpose of enabling said sovicty to establish a line of 
steam vessels consisting of two steaners, Said steamers 
shall each make three trips within the year, and, as near as 
possible, at regular intervals, alternating between the ports 


of New York, Baltimore, Norfolk, Savannah, and New 
Orleans, and the west coast of Africa, touching at such 


places as said society shall direct. 
S -= And beit further enacted, That the Government 
of the United States shall have the privilege of transporting 


to and from West Africa, the Government maiis, and like- 
wise the Government stores, each (rip, 

SEC. ~, And he dt further enucled, That said society 
shall arm each steamer with one long heavy gun, on a 
pivot, and two small gans, and shalt man them with a i 
proper complement of seamen to render efficient service, 
under private COmmissions from the Government, to repress 
and check siavers on, the ting of their voyage between this 
eountry and the west coast of Afriea, and along the line of 
said coast, and on their return voyage shall ran down said 
coast as low as Cabarda, aud return cruising along said 
coast as high as. the Ganibia. 


Mr. CLAYTON. In regard to that amend- 
ment, i have to say that I trust the honorable 
“Senator who offered it will see the propriety of 
withdrawing it. Eunderstand, distinctly, that the 
Colonization Society has not desired any such 
proposition to be moved to this bill. The Colo- 
“nization Society has not interferred, in any way, 
to‘amend or alter the bill. In relation to the prop- 
osition itself, I wish to say, that if the object of 


enon the bill of |: 


five States in the West—Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, and Wisconsin—as Í understand. He 
presented më the paper, requesting me to offer it 
as an amendment. I now understand, from the 
Senator from Delaware, that the Colonization So- 
ciety do not desire it offered to this bill, and, there- 
fore, at the suggestion and with the concurrence 
of the gentleman at whose instance I offered it, 1 
withdraw it. f 

The bill was reported to the Senate. without 
“amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


INDIGENT INSANE BILL VETO. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making a grant 
of public lands to the several States of the Union | 
for the benefit of the indigentinsane persons, which | 
had been returned by the President of the United 
States with his objections. 

Mr. BRODHEAD addressed the Senate in 
support of the veto message. [His speech will be 
found in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. STUART. There are many Senators 
; not now here who hardly anticipated that a vote 
would be taken on this question to-day; and, if 
there be no objection, I suggest that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow.at one o’clock, or two o’clock, as may 
suit the pleasure of the Senate, with the under- 
standing that.at that time the vote will be taken. 
If that be done, I shall then ask the Senate to take 
up the next special order, which is the homestead 
bill. 

Mr. BELL. I should have no objection to that 
proposition, but that 1 should like very much to 
see a pretty full attendance of the Senate when 
the question is taken. 

Mr. HUNTER. There will be then. 

Mr. BELL, A number of Senators are not 
| now in the city, but are anticipated to be in a few 
| days. I think, therefore, it would be better to 
postpone the time of taking the vote a little longer, 
Í do not suppose any one desires to discuss it 
further. 

Mr. STUART. So far as I am concerned, it 
is immaterial whether the Senate disposes of it to- 
morrow or Monday. I should be entirely willing | 
to consult the views of the Senate on the subject; 
but my desire was to fix a day for taking the vote, 
that Senators may be here. 

Mr. BELL. I should prefer Monday. I do 
not Know whether any advantage would result 
from it; but I think we shall be more likely then | 
to have a large attendance of Senators than to- 
morrow. 

Mr. STUART. 

Mr. WELLER. I think it would be utterly 
impossible to fix a day to suit the convenience of 
all the Senators. I have no doubt we shall have 
as many in attendance to-morrow as on Monday; 
and if there is no gentleman who desires to con- 
tinue the debate, [ should prefer, individually, to 
take the vote to-morrow, in order that we may | 
! proceed with other business, which must necessa- | 
rily be disposed of, I shall, therefore, move, un- 
| less the Senator from Michigan makes the motion, 
to postpone it until to-morrow. * 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Michigan submits that motion. 

> Mr. STUART. | submitted it with a wish 
to get the general understanding of the Senate as 
to the time, not to consult my own convenience 
at all, 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the vote willbe taken | 
to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Several SENATORS. 

Mr. HUNTER. Well, two o'clock, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not intend to detain 
the Senate by giving my views at length upon the 
| bill; but before the vote is taken, I desire to make 


| 
i 
t 
i 


the honorable Senator be to establish a line of 
steamers between this country and Liberia, he will 
always find me friendly to a proposition of that 
description, if offered in the proper place. I trust 
the honorable Senator from Indiana, secing these 
things, will not be disposed to obstruct the passag 
of this measure, which isa very important one. 
Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, before I si 
down, I shall withdraw the proposed amendment; | 
~ but, before doing so, it is proper that I should make 
“a very short explanation. I offered this amend- | 
‘ment at the instance of the Rev. James Mitchell, 
whois the agent of the Colonization Society for 
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| a few remarks upon it. 


' The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 
‘understands that the motion is to postpone the | 
further reconsideration of the bill until to-morrow 
at two o’clock, with the understanding that the 
Senate will then proceed to a vote upon it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest that it had 
; better probably be postponed until one o’clock. 
I understand there are several Senators who wish 
| to speak a few minutes upon the bill. There are 
: at least two. pasty 

Mr. STUART. T have no objection to making 
one o’clock the hour. 


i 
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I have no objection to it. jf 


| better hour to appoint. 
Say two o’clock. j 


Mr. WELLER. I think, if we postpone it to 
two o’clock, we can, by that time, get through 
with the bill which we had under consideration 
to-day, to provide for the construction of a tele 
graph from the Atlantic to the Pacific. I think 
we shall have ample time to dispose of that, if this 
bill be postponed until two o’clock. I therefore 
prefer that hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will suggest to the Senator from California that, - 
according to the usage of the Senate, when a_ 
question is once up, it cannot be laid aside without 
being disposed of in some way by a vote of the 
Senate; so that if the bill to which he alludes 
should be taken up to-morrow, and it should not 
be gotten through with by one o’clock, the Senate 
will continue. considering it, unless a majority 
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|i determine otherwise. | 


Mr. HAMLIN. I concur in what the Chair 
has said; but still, if it be the sense of the Senate 
to proceed to the consideration of the veto mes- 
sage, I should not desire to interpose objection to 
it. If, however, as suggested by the Senator 
from California, we could dispose of the other, it 
would be better for us to postpone this until a 
later hour—say half past one o’clock. 

Mr. STUART. The difficulty [ anticipate, if 
we postpone this bill beyond one o’clock, is, that 
we shall not dispose of it to-mcrrow, but shall 
adjourn before it is acted upon, I am entirely 
disposed, as I said, to consult the convenience of 
every Senator, if I can; but it seems to me it 
would be as well to say one o’clock as the hour to 
which we should postpone it; and by that hour, if 
we have not got through with the telegraph bill, 
it can be postponed until next day, and we shall 
succeed in disposing finally of this question to- 
morrow. 

Mr. CASS. Why not go on with the discus- 


| sion of this billnow? We must settle it. 


| Mr. STUART. If the Senator from New 
| Hampshire is disposed to goon to-day, I certainly 
shall withdraw my proposition to postpone, and 
hear him to-day. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator does not desire 
to go on now, ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I am not very particular 
about it. Ido not propose to discuss the merits 
of the bill; but before the vote is taken, | wish to 
occupy about twenty minutes. 

The motion to postpone until one o’clock to- 
morrow Was agreed to. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to consider the resolution submitted by him 
on Friday last, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Senate hereafter meet at nine o’clock, 
a. Whe 


Mr. HAMLIN, 
and insert +‘ eleven.” 
Several Senators, Say ten. 


Mr. BUNTER. I think eleven would be a 
much, better hour. It is to be remembered that 
the appropriation bills are nearly all to be acted 
upon yet. When they come here, they will have 
to be referred to the Committee on Finance. A 
great deal of labor will be devolved upon that 
committee, and it is hardly to be expected that 
they can meet and prepare for the action of the 
Senate on these bills before nine o’clock in the 
morning. We ought to have some time in the 
morning to attend to our committee duties; and I 
therefore think eleven o’clock will be a much 
That has been the usual 


T move to strike out “nine” 


course heretofore. 

Mr. ADAMS. My purposein introducing the 
| resolution was that we should have morning ses- 
| sions, which would be more pleasant and agreea- 
| ble to Senators than our present evening sessions. 
I have no particular choice myself, however. If 
it be the general sense of the Senate to strike out 
“nine” and insert “ ten,” I should have no ob- 
i jection. To insert ‘* eleven”? would not answer 
| the purpose I had in view in desiring the morning 
i Session. I only want the sense of the Senate in 
i reference to it. : 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 desire to ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance a question. Have 
you received any of the appropriation bills yet? 

Mr. HUNTER. None. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Has any come here yet? 

Mr. HUNTER. We have.acted upon one-or 
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two of them. We have acted upon the Indian 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That is disposed of. 

Mr. HUNTER. 4t has been sent back to the 
Flouse. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There is no appropriation 
bill now pending in this body. 

Mr. HUNTER. None. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then what is the use of 
meeting at an earlier hour? I doubt very much 
whether it is necessary to. force this thing as yet. 
With the entrance into this body of the very first 
appropriation bill, I am willing to vote for an 
earlier hour of meeting; but Jam not willing to 
vote for it when there are none of those bills be- 
fore us. 

I am very well satisfied that if we meet here at 
nine o’clock, we shall not adjourn before three 
oèclock. .That is the opinion of but one member, 
it is true; but it is the opinion of very few, I 
think, that weshould adjourn any earlier than that. 
Then why meet at an unusually early hour? I 
think we sit now, from twelve o’clock, as long as 
the nature of the public business requires us to do. 
We are getting along very well with the business. 
We are not behind-hand. A vast amount of the 
business of this body has been transacted and 
sent to the other House, and there is, compara- 
tively, very little before us. I do not believe that 
we ought to make this change in the hour of 
meeting yet. I doubt very much whether it ought 
to be made until the Committee on Finance are 
ready to report some one or other of the appropri- 
ation bills to us. The committee must have time 
to labor. They ought to have until the hour of 
twelve. If we make this change,and meet at the 
unusually early hour proposed, before they have 

repared and matured any of the appropriation 

ills, they will have to be excused from service in 
this body for the time being, and be compelled to 

o and attend to their committee duties while we are 
in session. The gentlemen composing that com- 
mittee have interests here to attend to; and we 
are entitled as much to their counsel as to that of 
others; and they themselves are entitled to ours; 
but if we meet at an earlier hour they will be 
compelled to attend to their committee duties while 
we ourselves are in session. Every one will see 
that it is almost impossible for them to meet ata 
late hour in the evening to transact committee 
business. The evenings are excessively oppres- 
sive. The mornings themselves are oppressive; 
but the evenings excessively so. 

1 think it will be wise, and I hope for the pres- 
‘ent we shall do so, for this body to hold on to its 
position, and meet as it always does at twelve 
o’clock, and continue to sit through the day to 
the usual hour; for at the least, say what we 
will upon the subject of our sitting here through 
the day, there are few who will not say that this 
is the coolest place in the city. lt is as little un- 
comfortable, if not less so, than any other place 
in the city. I do hope that the Senate will not 
change the hour of meeting at all, until there is 
some absolute necessity imposed upon us by the 
nature of the business brought before us; and I 
do not see how that can be the case, until the ap- 
propriation bills are brought here. 

Mr. STUART. I suggest to the Senator from 
„Mississippi to modify his resolution as to the time 
when it shall go into operation—to say **Monday 
next,” in place of “hereafter.” Péthaps we 
could adopt the hour of ten o’clock, on and after 
Monday next. 

Mr. ADAMS. I accede to that proposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, modifies his resolution so as 
to make it read: 

«¢ Resolved, That the Senate meet on and after Monday 
next, at ten o’clock, a, m. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that the resolution will 
pass in the amended form, which fixes Monday 
next for its operation. f differ entirely from the 
Senator from Arkansas when he says that we 
should not meet yet before twelveo’clock. ‘There 
is no doubt that this is the coolest place in thecity. 
As far asthe Committee on Finance is concerned, 
I am a member of that committee, and I have no 
doubt that we can find time to attend to our busi- 
ness, and meet at an earlier hour than we now do. 
I think we can get through with our business very 
well by meeting, on and after Monday next, at 
ten o’clock. Iam sure the chairman of the com- 
mittee will look to it that we get the appropriation 
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i going to change. We have had ten of these hot | 


bills ready for the Senate by that hour. There 
are some very important measures which ought 
to be discussed this session, and I think that by 
meeting from Monday nextat ten o’clock, we shall 
be able to bring forward the appropriation bills. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator from Mississippi 
having modified the resolution, it is necessary for 
me to modify my amendment so as to strike out 
‘© ten” and insert “< eleven.” .[ make the motion 
because | think there is force in the suggestion 
which fell from the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance; and because f believe we shall do just as 
much work if we meet here at eleven, as we should 
if we met at nineorten. From eleven to half past 
three, this hot weather, is as long as we can be 
expected to meet here; and we shall accomplish 
as much work in those hours as if we met earlier. 
For that reason I make my motion. 

Mr. WALKER. I should like to hear theideas 
of the Chair on this question. {Laughter.] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
not at liberty to give them. (Laughter.] | 

Mr. BRIGHT. I shallvote againstany motion 
to change the hour of meeting, until nearer the 
close of the session. If, during the last week, it 
should be found necessary to meet at an earlier 
hour, I shall be willing to do it; but for the pres- 
ent the hour ought not to be changed. If Senators, 
who are in favor of the resolution, will look back 
to the precedents, they will find that thisis earlier 
than the change has heretofore usually been made. 
But if it is proposed to make that change, I think 
it will be just to the Committee on Finance, that 
the mornings on which they hold their regular 
meetings, Tuesday and Friday, be excepted, so 
that they may not be denied a participation in the 
deliberations of the Senate. ‘They will be ex- 
cluded if we meet here at an earlier hour than 
twelve, or earlier than eleven at any rate, 

There is a mistaken impression abroad, that 
unless we are. sitting here we are not at work. 
Now, sir, the most laborious services that I per- 
form are outside of this Senate Chamber, getting | 
business ready, and attending to business in the 
different Departments. I feel the necessity of 
having time as much for that as I do to come here, 
and discharge my daties. I hope, therefore, it 
will be the pleasure of the Senate to let the hour 
of meeting remain as it is until we ascertain by 
experience that our business drives us to an earlier 
hour. Then we can change the hour to eleven 
o’clock; but under no circumstances should we 
meet earlier than that. 

Mr. SEWARD. I concur in what has been 
said by the Senator from Indiana, and as the 
honorable Senator in the chair [Mr. Bapcer] is, 
by his position, precluded from making a response 
to the question of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
[Mr, Warxer,] [ will answer for him. I an- 
nounce, therefore, that the Chair concurs also 
with the Senator from Indiana; that it is better 
that the meeting should continue at the usual 
hour, until some occasion arises for a change. 
{Laughter.] 

But, to be serious. If we meet at nine, or at 
ten o’clock, we must meet with some purpose, 
either to sit until the customary hour, or to adjourn 
at an earlier hour of the day. Now, I think it 
very clear, if this intensely hot weather is to con- 


tinue, that it will not be within the bounds “of |! 
; jects; and E repudiate in toto the idea of the honors 
|; able Senator from Georgia, that it is best for us 


human endurance for Senators to go through their 
duties on committees, which require an hour every | 
day, and then to sit here either five or six hours, 

and also to perform the necessary labor which | 
attendance upon the Departments requires from 
many Senators, to say nothing of the time re- 
quired for the examination of subjects which 
come before us. If the expectation be that we | 
shall adjourn at an earlier hour of the day, I con- 
cur with the Senator from Arkansas, that an earlier 
meeting is unnecessary. l do not see any pres- 
sure of public business upon us now to require iy 
I think no good reason has been assigned for it, 
except the supposition that it may be more con- 
venient during this hot weather. Í believe that is 
a fallacious view; but if not, this proposition 
comes too late, for we are passing through, and 
probably coming to the end of the intense heat | 
under which we are now suffering. If the idea | 
be that we are to change the time in order to; 
shelter ourselves from the heat, then the motion | 
comes too late, for I presume that the weather is į 


iis all we do as members of Congress. 


days; the wind must aow set in from another 


quarter. We may have occasion for changing 
the hour of meeting before the end of the session 
—perhaps ten days before its close. T agree“in 
this matter with the chairman of the Commiiteé 
on Finance, [Mr. Hunter,] and I hope the Senate 
will not adopt the resolution. ; ; 

Mr. CASS, A good deal has been saif in the 
Senate, almost foreign, in my opinion, to our dis- 
cussions, which has done great injustice ‘to the 
body. As the Senator from Indiana has well‘ob- 
served, an idea seems to prevail through the coun- 
try, which is fortified by a great deal of what has 
fallen from Senators, that we come here in the 
morning and spend an hour or two, and that that 
A more 
fallacious idea could not prevail. You know, sir, 
and we all know, that a large portion of the busi- 
ness of the Senate, and of the other House is done 
in committees. The principal pact of it is matured 


| there. Factsare investigated, principles examined, 


and reports made, by which we are very much 
guided; and a great portion of the labor of the 
Senate consists in the preparation of that business. 
There is not a member of the Senate who, day 
after day, I might almost say, hour after hour, is 
not required to go to some of the Departments to 
investigate some ‘matter connected with some of 
his constituents. Then we have an immense cor- 
respondence to attend to. The task of franking 
and overseeing the direction of the great number 
of speeches and documents which we send to our 
constituents, is no slightone. When a man has to 


| sign his name forty thousand or fifty thousand 


times he feels that he has a serious job before him. 
I believe those numbers are not very unusual, and 
| know by my own experience that they are sent. 
1 mention these facts, although they are well 


| known to Senators, because they are necessary in 


justification Of the Senate. It is generally pretty 
bard work for us to attend to all these duties.” I 
have been a working man all my life, and gener- 
ally a pretty hard one; but I never worked harder 
than I have done as a member of Congress. Í 
rise every morning before the sun and begin my 
labor; and I find myself pretty tired ‘by the time 
night comes on. The idea is perfectly fallacious, 
that the little time which we spend here is all the 
time which ‘we employ in executing the duties 
intrusted to us. oe euep 

Besides that, questions come up which require 
consideration and examination, and. I regretted 
very much, the other day, to hear some remarks 
which fell from the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Dawson,] who is not now in his seat. He talked 
about extemporaneous discussion—skirmishing, 
as he called it, being the best mode of carrying on 
debates. I do notbelieve a word of it. He has a 
very incorrect estimate of himself, of this body, 
or of the country, who comes to the Senate to 
mingle in its debates unprepared. I am not in 
the habit of doing that. The higher the subject, 
the deeper should be'its consideration. Skirmish- 
ing never gains victories, either on the battle-field, 
or in mental conflicts. It was not through skir- 
mishing that the great orators of ancient and 
modern days obtained their eminence. ‘Their ex- 
ample is good for us. It was labor, incessant, 
eternal, and unmitigated labor, by which they 
obtained their reputations. That labor we must 
go through with in the investigation of all sub- 


to come here and carry on a skirmishing, extem- 
poraneous debate, on the most solemn questions 
which come before us. I am not one‘of those 


|| who measure the value of legislative labors by the 


thickness of the statute-books. I would rather, 
sometimes, take the proportionin theinverse ratio. 
I believe advantages arise to this Government from 
discussion here; it turns the attention of the pub- 
lic to great subjects. There is no discussion in 
Turkey, none in Russia; but wherever there is 
freedom, there is discussion; and the more free- 
dom, the more discussion. 

Irepeat, that the duties ofa member of Congress 
are laborious and incessant; and if he is a con- 
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T wisb to say that I shall be willing to meet at 
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July 5," 


eleven o’clock at the proper time—althoueh not 
yet—for I believe if we meet at eleven, and sit 
four hoursa day, it is as muchas we can well do, 
and have time to attend to the other business 
which we are required to perform, 
think it is necessary yet to meet any earlier than 
we now do... . : 

Mr. MALLORY. My friend from Mississippi, 
I presume, supposes that his proposition will facili- 
tate the business of the Senate.: | shall vote against 
it, because Lthink it will retard the business. f 
shall be, however, prepared to vote at any time | 
for a continuance of our session as late throughout 
the night as may be proper, I think we should 
accomplish much more business if we had a re- 
cess, say, from three o’clock to eight o’clock, and 
then meet a few hours in the evening; but, sir, a 
radical objection to meeting at tea o’clock, in my | 
jadgment, is this: all of us from the new States 

ave a great deal of business with the Depart- 
ments. Weare in the habit of meeting there; 
and they do not open before ten o’clock in the | 
morning, and do not fairly get under way, perhaps, | 
with their. business, until half-past ten o’clock. 
We shali be compelled to be there. That busi- 
ness is, perhaps, as equally important as any we 
have to attend to here. Another objection is, that i 
none of us reach our committee rooms at present, 
with the utmost haste, before half-pastten o’clock. 
Much of our busingss,as has been said, is effected 
in committee. If we meet at ten o’clock we can- 
not.get there sooner than we do now, residing, as 
we do, ata great distance from the Capitol. If 
then, our having to be at the Departments and the 
committee rooms at those hours is a sufficient ob- 
jection to.the resolution, it ought not to pass. But 
if any Senator will bring forward a Proposition to 
havea recess from four to eight at night, I am 
very well convinced that. we could accomplish 
much by adopting that course. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the resolution 
lie upon the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 27, nays 14; as follows: 
© YBAS—Messre, Allen, Bell, Bright, Brodhead, Butler, 
Cass, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Dixon, Evans, Fessenden, 
Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of lowa, 
Malory, Norris, Pettit, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, 
Buarner, Toucey, and Wade—27. 

NAYS Messrs. Adams, Badger, Brown, Geyer, Gwin, 


Hamlin, Jones “of Tennessee, Mason, Rockwell, Rusk, 
Stuart, Walker, Weller, and Williams—l4. 


So the resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 
WILLIAM BROWN, 


The bill for the relief of William Brown was | 
read a second time; and, on motion by Mr. Ham- i| 


LIN, considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of William Brown, alias 
Billy Brown, a colored man, now a resident o! 
Poruand, Maine, on the pension roll, at ninety- | 
six dollars per annum, commencing May 30, 1844, 
and continuing during his natural life. 

Brown was one of the crew of the United States 
frigate Constellation, and served as a powder-boy 
during the engagement of that ship with the French 
frigate l’Insurgente, on the 9th of February, 1799, | 
which resulted in the capture of the latter. During 
the engagement he was wounded in the foot, which 
has made him a cripple ever since. When his 
papers, establishing the fact and extent of his dis- 
ability, were filed with the. Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, that officer, supposing that the claim was 
founded on the eighth section of the act of 1800, 
rejected it, on the ground that the injury was ante- 
rior to the passage of the act, which was prospect- 
ive oniy; In point of fact, however, the claim 
is covered by a similar provision for a pension to 
those disabled in the line of duty, in the eleventh 
section of the act of July 1, 1797, ** providing a 
naval armament,” and under which the frigate 
Constellation, together with the frigates United | 
States and Constitution, were manned and em- 
ployed. That act was temporary, but did not 
expire by its limitation until the 4th of March, 
1799, and the injury was received by the peti- 
tioner on the 9th of February in that year. It 
appears by a letter of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions of May 28, 1844, that the proof ip the case 
is satisfactory, but that a rule of the Department 

revents his exercising any discretionary power. 
he rule alluded to is that which excludes all evi- 


|; evidence of the fact that he was wounded in his 


But I do not | 
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lapse of twenty-five years. 
of the identity of the petitioner, and satisfactory 


‘foot during the engagement of the l’Insurgente, 


idns of the act of July 1, 1797. 
` The bill was’ reported to the Senate without 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate pro- 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, July 5, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. 


Prayer 


RESIGNATION OF HON. GILBERT DEAN. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing letter from Hon, Girserr Dean, tendering 
his resignation as a member of the present Con- 
gress: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, July 3, 1854, 

Str: I have the honor to inform you that E have this day 

resigned my seatas a member of the Phiny- Third Congress, 

Jn parting with this body, | tender to its members my sin- 

cere wish for their prosperity and welfare. 

For yoursely, sir, believe me truly, &c., 
llon. Lann Boyy, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The communication was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


G. DEAN. 


| ing to the leases made with the Bank of Commerce 


in the city of New York. 

On motion by Mr. ROBBINS, the communi- 
cation was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The SPEAKER stated that the question before 
the Louse was on recommitting to the Committee 
on Pubhe Lands the bill ‘ granting lands equally 
to the several States to aid in the construction of 
| railroads, and for the support of scheols,’? on 
which the gentleman from New York [Mr. Bex- 
NET] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BENNETT addressed the House in ex- 
| planation and defense of the bill, and in reply to 
the speech made by Mr. Disney some time since 


| [His speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 
' Mr. B. then withdrew the motion to recommit, 
and moved that the further consideration of the 


cember next, and also moved the previous ques- 
tion upon that motion. 
Mr. DISNEY. 


say a word or two to him, 
remarks in reference to a speech which I have 
made, which naturally calls for a response. Iwil; 
not be very severe upon the gentleman. {Laugh- | 
ter.] J ask the gentleman to give me an oppor- 
tunity to reply. 


any opportunity, if the consideration of this bill 
is postponed. 


withdraw his-call? 
tion. The geneman once refused to allow me: 


I should comply with his request. 


the table; and upon that motion 1 call for the yeas : 
and nays. 

Mr. BENNETT. Does not the motion to post- 
pone take precedence of that motion? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 


| 
Í 
| nearly out, I move that the rules be suspended, 
i and that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
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and that he is now, and has always been, a crip- į 
; ple from that cause, the committee are of opinion 
that he is entitled to a pension under the provis- |i 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third |i 


ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; ; 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. | 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 
munication from the Treasury Department, relat- : 


and the Bank of the State of New York, for their |; 
respective buildings, for the use of the assay office, | 


on the subject of the disposal of the public lands. | 


bill be postponed until the third Tuesday of De- | 


I trust the gentleman will | 
withdraw his motion for a moment, as | want to | 
He has made some | 


Mr. BENNETT. The gentleman can take : $500,000, 


Mr. DISNEY. Does the gentleman refuse to | 
Mr. BENNETT. I cannot withdraw the mo- : 


to make an interruption, and I do not know why : 


Mr. CHASTAIN. i move to lay the billupon | 


Mr. HOUSTON. As the morning hour ig | 


i 
i 


Whole on the state of the Union. T 
make this motion in order that we may go into 
committee, and finish the civil and diplomatic bill. 

Mr. BENNETT. If the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia takes precedence of mine, I 
withdraw it, and renew my motion to recommit 
the bill. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
! the motion cannot be made while the motion to lay 
i| upon the table is pending. 

Mr. BENNETT. Then I adhere tomy former 

motion to postpone. i ; 
i Mr. FENTON. lask the unanimous consent 
il of the House to report a bill, ‘* to increase the 
compensation of collectors of customs,” merely 
for the purpose of reference. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. | desire to understand 
‘precisely the state of the question before the 
i House. Does the gentleman from New York 
‘i move to recommit merely to keep the bill before 
: the House? ce 
The SPEAKER. The motion made by the 
"gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Cuasrarn] cuts off 
the motion to recommit. 

The gentleman from New York indicated his 
|| desire to withdraw the motion to postpone until 
ii the third Tuesday in December next, and to make 
‘the motion to recommit the bill. The motion to 
| lay upon the table, however, will cut that motion 
off. : 
Mr. RICHARDSON. What I desired to know 


| 
i 
i 


marks? 

Mr. DISNEY. That is the object, of course, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If it is, then we may 
as well vote upon the motion to lay upon the table 
now. 

Mr. BENNETT. I am willing the gentleman 
from Ohio should take his own course in reference 
to replying. He will, no doubt, have an oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. At the suggestion of some 
friends around me, I will withdraw the motion to 
lay upon the table, and allow the question to be 
taken upon the motion to postpone. 

Mr. BENNETT. [then withdraw the motion - 
to postpone, and move to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 5 

Mr. DISNEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask that the question 
may be taken upon the motion to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in the 
‘| chair.) 


| 
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CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee was 
last in session on the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill, the question before the committee 
was on agreeing to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. Greenwoop] to the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. CuanpLer,] upon which tel- 
lers had been afpointed. 

The pending amendments were reported as fol- 
lows: 

Add to thé amendment proposed by Mr. CRANDLER, 
which is as follows: 

“For continuing the aqueduct for bringing water into 
| the city of Washington, agreeably to the plan adopted hy 
the President of the United States, according to the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress, approved March 3, 1853, 


` —the words: : 

Provided, That no portion of the foregoing amount shall 
be applied unless the corporations of Georgetown and 
| Washington shall appropriate and pay a sum equal to one 
fifth of the amount, to aid in the construction of the water- 
works proposed. 

Messrs. FRANKLIN and Curris were appointed 
tellers. 

The question. was taken on Mr. Greenwoon’s 
amendment;and it wasagreed to; the tellers having 
| reported—ayes 75, noes 41. = 
Mr. OLDS. 1 move the following amendment, 


as an addition: 


Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall be eX- 
; pended unless in pursuance of a contract to be entered into 
| jor the furnishing of all We material, tabor, tools, and ma- 
chivery of every description, and every matter and thing 
relating thereto, and the completion of the entire work in 


| 


1854. 
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; 
a masterly and workman-like manner, after first inviting 
proposals for sixty or more days, in the daily journals of 
this and other cities throughout the Union; the advertise 
ments to cal} tor proposals for the Great Falls work, as 
ported on, and recommended by Lieutenant M. C. Meigs; 
for the Rock Creek work, as reported on, and recommended 
by Colonel George W., Hughes, and for lifting by stea 
or water power, from the Potomac or Rock Creek, not less 
than nine million of gations of pure water daily, (sufficivat 
for three hundred thousand inhabitants,) aud elevating the 
same to some convenient location, at or near Georgetown, | 
to rwo hundred and firty feet above high tide, into a dis- 
tributing reservoir, which shall contain not less than fifty 
million’ of gallons: Jad it is further provided, That per- 
sons proposing shall accompany their bids with the guara 
tee of two or more responsible surities, who wil enter 
into bond with the United States that the work shall be 
completed within a reasonable lime, and be permanentand 
efficient for five years after its completion ; the President of 
the United States to accept such plan-and proposal as, in 
his judgment, is best for the Government, after first sub- 
mitting them to a board of three civil engineers, who shail 
yeport their opinion of their relative merits in writing, as to 
whieh plan is best for the interests of the Government: 
Provided further, That the whale cost does not exceed the 
sum of $2,300,0u0 if the Great Falls report is adopted 5 
$1,000,000 if mie Rock Creek project is adopted; and 
$600,000 ifthe project to lift by steam or water is adopted. 
Mr. OLDS. Gentlemen of the committee are 
allaware, doubtless, that generally all public works 
undertaken by the Government in and about this 
city cost a great deal more than the estimates 
made under which they were commenced. We | 
have rumors that the probability is that these | 
water-works will cost five, six, or seven millions i 
of dollars, and perhaps a good deal more than i| 
that. We also have rumors afloat about this |; 
city—I donot know whether they are well founded i 
or not—that the best plan has not been adopted; :| 
and that some other plan could be adopted which | 
would not cost perhaps more than $600,000, and : 
which would effectually supply this city with pure 
water, ‘The amendment L have offered proposes i 
not to defeat the water-works, but that a contract || 
shall be made after having advertised for propo- | 


| 
'l 
i 
i 
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sals, and that contracts shall not be entered into į! 
at a cost greater than the estimates made by the |: 
engineers. lt also proposes to give the revision | 
to the President or the United States, of the; 
plan adopted, that he may take the one costing | 
$2,300,000, or the one costing $1,000,000, or the | 
one estimated to cost $600,000—in short to make | 
a revision of the plan. 

It appears to me that there can be no objection || 
to the amendment I have offered. It is not to de- | 
feat the water-works, but itis that you shall not |; 
undertake them, unless you have a responsible bid | 
within the estimates of the engineer. How can i; 
you, Mr. Chairman, 1, orany other member here, ' 
go home to our constituents, and tell them that we |. 
have voted for an appropriation of $560,000 to- 
wards supplying the city of Washington with ; 
pure water, when they have rumors afloat all the 
while, that before these water-works are completed 
they will cost some $6,000,000 or $7,000,000 
to be taken out of the Treasury,of the United | 
States. When the contract is made with respon- ' 
sible persons, who undertake to complete the works |; 
fully, fairly, and ina workman-like manner, within 
the estimates of the engineers, then we can go 
home and justify ourselves, if we shall be called : 


upon to give a vote of $500,000 for these water- į 
works. I hope that the amendment I have of- 


fered, which is certainly a judicious one, will be | 
agreed to. 

Mr. CRAIGE obtained the floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginie. Will the gentle- ' 
man from North Carolina yield me the floor for |; 
an instant ? 

Mr. CRAIGE. Certainly. 

Mr. SMITH. I want to as 
‘from Ohio [Mr. Orns] to allow me to tender the | 
paper which I send to the Clerk’s desk, as a sub- |; 
stitute for his amendment. T hope that when 
he has heard it read he will accept it, 

Mr. OLDS. Well, let us hear it read. 

Mr. Smrru’s amendment was read, as follows: 


1 


k the gentleman | 


Provided, That none of the money hereby appropriated 
shait be expended in the construction of said aquednet 
until contracts shall be entered into by the Presidtnt ofth 
United States with good and responsible persons for such ; 
portions of the work to be executed, and materials to be fur- 
avished, as will, in bis opinion, secure the faithful compie- ;; 
tion of the work upon the plan above referred to, for the :: 
sum of $2,300,000 or less, and within two years from the i: 
date of the contracts; and. it is hereby declared to be the : 
true intent and meaning of the act of Congress nuder which 
the President adopted said plan for bringing water into the 
city of Washington, that tbe sole and exclusive use of the 
yaier to be brought by said aqueduct is for the purposes i| 
of the Government establishments in said city to the extent |; 
they may require it, ant: the cities of Washington and i- 


‘ already commenced is the plan which he 


i by the President 
| rúmors were founded, 


! or $7,000,000. 


: extravagant or not, 


| and every 


Georgetown, and the inbabitants thereof, may, upon such 
terms and conditions aud under such regulations as may 
jereafier be préscribed by act of Congress, use the surplus 


i water: Provided, that the whole expense of the additional 


ary for ihe distribuvon of such surplus water 
ə said cities, shall be borne exclusively by the 


corpurations of said cities respectively: 


Mr. OLDS. l do not accept the proposed 
amendment. It does not provide so effectually as 
the other does. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 
which has been last read to that which has been 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio. f have no 
sort of objection to the limitations and conditigns 
prescribed in the amendment of the gentieman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Souru,} because, notwith- 
standing the rumors that have been spoken of by 
the gentleman from Ohio and others, } feel the 


: utmost confidence that this work can be built 


within the estimate. I have taken the pains of 
investigating the estimate of Captain Megs. I 
have taken the pains of investigating the work 
itself: and f repeat that | feel the utmost confidence 
in his calculgtions. | feel assured that the work 


: cån he built for the amount estimated. And, 
therefore, it is that 1 say I have no sort of objec- 
tion to the amendment proposed by the gentleman |: 
from Virginia, or to the restrictions and limitations |; 


therein contained. 

But my objection to the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Uhio is simply this: afier the passage 
of the first appropriation of $100,000 for this pur- 


: pose, which authorized the President to com- 


mence this work after the different surveys had 


been made of Rock Creek, Little Falls, and Great | 


Falls, the latter—the plan for bringing the water 
from Great Falls—was adopted by the person who 
was thus authorized by act of Congress to fix it. 
And under that the work has been commenced; 
under that a large portion of the conduit has been 


| commenced, a large portion of the excavations 


have been made, and a great amount of the tun- 
neling has been executed. I have examined it 
all, and I am satisfied that what bas been done up 
to this time has been done within the estimate— 
and this is the most important part of the work. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, (interrupting.) If 
the gentleman from North Carolina will permit 


i, me to interrupt him, L would state to the com- 
| mittee that the only decided and radical objection 


which | have to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, is this: it calls on the President to 
adopt a plan. Why, sir, the President has adopted 
a plan once. The very plan which has been 
adopted. 
Now, the gentleman proposes that the President 


l shall adopt another plan; and if this should be 


done we might be again compelled to change it, 


i for want of money, or owing to the reports of 


Madam Rumor. This plan hasbeen carefully pre- 
pared and reported by competent engineers. 


Mr. CRAIGE. I think the work would never be 


ended, and therefore itis that I oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio. I apprehend 


‘that if the matter were investigated, it would be 


found that the outside pressure brought to bear 
from the different plans other than that adopted 
, is the basis on which these 
i should like, Mr. Chair- 
man, that those who have spoken from these va- 


rious rumors, to prove that the work would cost ! 


$6,000,000 or $7,000,000, would give us the data 
on which their estimates are based. 

Let them teli us why it will cost this $6,000,000 
The engineer who has this work 


in charge bas told us why it wiil cost only 


i $2,500,000. The figures are put down, and every 


man can have the opportunity to judge as to the 
correctness of the calculations, whether they are 


mors in relation to the cost of this work, how 


: can you tell whether they are well or ill founded? 


Does this rumor give us the calculations as to the 
various items of the work? Notat ali., It does 
not teil us whether the calculations for the tun- 
neling are too large, or anything of that kind. 
There is no such thing as that, but it is all vague 
and idle rumor, and nothing else. 

On the contrary, those who advocate this work 


give us the details. They ‘have looked into it, 
i examined the matter, and have made careful esti- 
i; mates of the cost of each and every part of the 
| work, such as the stone masonry, the excavation, 


different part of the work mentioned in 


that report. And they report that it can be built 


I mast prefer the amendment 


But as to these various ru- |: 


| for the estimates. And more than that, the work 


has been finished over the most difficult part of 
| the route, and that portion has been done within 
; the estimate. : pe 
| Mr. McMULLIN. A. desire to suggest to, the 
i geneman from Ohio, [Mr. Oxps,] a modification 
of his amendment to the amendment, which, of 
! course, he can accept or not. -1 desire.to have 
that amendment modified by inserting, after the 
vord “ contract,” the words: BES 
Provided, One half of the sum necessary for the, con- 
truction of said work shall be paid for: by the’ citizens of 
Vashington and Georgetown? > i 
Mr. CRAIGE. Ifthe gentleman knew the facts 
| he would not suggest such a modification as that. 
| The amendment does not contemplate furnishing 
he citizens of Washington and Georgetown with 
water atall. It merely proposes to furnish the 
publie buildings here, belonging to the Govern- 
ment, with water, and if the citizens of Washing- 
‘ton and Georgetown want the benefit of the water, 
| they will have to pay for it hereafter. 
| Mr. McMULLIN, They ought to be sup- 
plied with the water, and they ought to pay their 
|i proportion of the expense. ee 
| Mr. OLDS called for tellers on his amendment. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CLINGMA 
‘and Davis, of Indiana, were appointed, 

The question was taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 52, noes 69. 

So the amend 
greed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I now desire to 
offer the amendment which was read a minute 
ago, to come in at the end of the original amend» 
‘ment offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman wish 
to have his amendment come in at the end of the 

roviso which has been adopted ? ` 

Mr. SMITH. No, sir, as a substitute for that 
amendment. 
| ‘The CHAIRMAN. That will not be in order. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. May not the gentle- 
man trom Virginia move to strike out all after the 
original amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, and to insert his amendment? : 

The CHAIRMAN. He may not. The cotn- 
mittee have agreed to insert what the gentleman 
i proposes to strike out, ae 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The committee 
will observe that that amendment was designed to 
come in after the rejection—which I hoped would 

| happen—of the amendment of the gentleman 
| from Arkansas, [Mr. Greenwoop.] Sull, I offer 
it now with the hope that when we get into the 
House the amendment of the gentleman from 
Arkansas will be rejected. i 

an OLDS. You cannot get a separate vote 
then. x 

Mr. SMITH. Certainly we can. Looking 
at it in that point of view, L ask the commit- 
tee to contemplate what is proposed. Madam 
Rumor, said the aged and honorable gentleman 
: from Ohio, is busy on the subject. Now, 1 head 
‘off Madam Rumor with the stipulation that this 
work shall becontracted for atasum notexceeding 
the estimate. So Madam Rumor dies beneath 
that stipulation, and I shall have the support of 
i the gentleman from Ohio. Thatis not all. 

My amendment goes further, and declares the 
: object of this improvement is to supply. the pub- 
lic edifices with water, and those alone; and it ex- 
_pressly stipulates that the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown shall be at the entire expense of 
the pipes for the distribution of the water to in- 
: dividuals. These are two fundamental and im- 
‘portant provisions, Then these contracts are to 
| be made by the President, with responsible per- 
sons, and at a sum not to exceed in the aggregate 
the estimate. I advert to these things, for [ can- 
| not imagine, for my soul, a more practicable 
scheme within the limits of the estimate. Lean- 
: not imagine a proposition which addresses itself 
; more thoroughly and satisfactorily to the intelli- 
|i gence of a body than that embraced by ‘the 
i amendment does to this committee. . Ttrust, with- 
out wishing further to detain the committee, that 
‘the amendment may be adopted. i 
` Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. T oppose this 
amendment, Mr. Chairman, for the reason thatif 
| it should be adopted in its terms, this work will 
cost $2,300,600, and introduce into the city of 
Washington sixty-seven millions gallons of water 
daily, which is, as { have said heretofore—and the 


’ 


ment to the amendment was dist: 


i 
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assertion has not been disputed—nearly fifty times 
aa much water as has ever been caiculated by an 
engineer for any population in the world. Accord- 
ing to the statement of Colonel Hughes, in his re- 
port, thirty gallons per day isas much as has ever 
peet calculated for every man, woman, and child 
in a city. 

' Mro VANSANT. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission, I would ask him whether Philadelphia, 
New York, and Boston do not each consume a 
greater quantity of water daily than that indicated? 
Also, whether Philadelphia does not consume, by 
the report of 1852, thirty-eight wine gallons of 
water for each inhabitant, whether Boston does 
not consume fifty-eight gallons daily for each in- 
habitant, and whether New York does not con- 
sume daily, for a greater part of the season, ninety 
gallons for each inhabitant? 

Mr, STANTON. Suppose the gentleman’s 
statement to be correct. Itis unquestionably true 
that in this. case the water is to be applied to 
manufacturing purposes. It is unquestionably 
true that in this case the engineer proposes. to 
bring ‘sixty-seven millions gallons of water into 
the city, and to use a large proportion of it for 
manufacturing purposes. Then here the Gov- 
ernment of the United States proposes to bring 
into the city of Washington, with a population 
of forty-five thousand inhabitants, sixty-seven 
millions gallons of water daily at a cost of 
$2,300,000, three fourths of which water is, for 
fifty years to come, to be used for manufacturing 
purposes. . 

Now, this amendment says that it is for the 
Government only; but something has been said 

` iñ reference to a changeof plan. Now, Ll wish to 
call your attention, Mr. Chairman, and the atten- 
tion of the committee, to the fact that since the 
commencement of the present Administration, 
or rather since the transfer of the public works to 
the hands ofthe War Departinent, the law has been 
violated in reference to the work on the Capitol. 
The plan adopted by the President of the United 
States has been, without authority of law, altered, 
at an additional expense of halfa million of dol- 


lars. . 

Mr. CRAIGE, I have heard this statement 
time and time again. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee say how the law has been violated? I 
pay it has not been violated. 

_Mr.STANTON. I willtell the gentleman how. 
T say that the letter and spirit of the law has been 
violated.” The Jaw in the first instance appropri- 
ated, a certain amount of money to be expended 
upon the wings of the Capitol according to such 

an as might be adopted by the President. Pres- 
ident Fillmore, after consulting with the Com- 
mittees on Public Buildings in both Houses of 
Congress, for many months together, adopted a 
plan, and after the work was transferred to the 

War Department, and placed under its control, 
the Secretary of War and his engineers altered 
the plan——- 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I rise to a question 
of order. I wish to inquire of the Chair whether, 
under the rules of the ELouse, the gentleman from 
Tennessee is not bound to discuss the proposition 
now pending? : 

Mr. STANTON. Iam discussing that prop- 
osition. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
point of order made by the gentleman from In- 
diana is well taken, and he does not think that a 
discussion with reference to the wings of the Cap- 
itol is in order, when the amendment pending re- 
lates to works for supplying Washington with 
water. 

Mr. STANTON. I am discussing the prop- 
osition to change the plan and adopta cheaper one 
for bringing water into the city of Washington. 
I say that if the President, without authority of 
law, can alter the plan with reference to the Cap- 
itol, Congress, by authority of law, can alter and 
abolish an extravagant and outrageous proposi- 
tion to bring ten times as much water into the city 
of Washington as is needed, ata cost of three or 
four times the amount at which it can be done. 
I say that the Congress of the United States can 
do that by authority of law, which the President, 
without authority of law, has done. 

Mr. CRAIGE. . The gentleman from Tennes- 
see labors under great misapprehension with re- 
gard to a change of plan by the President. I have 
heard that assertion over and over again. It is 


| are his figures: 


„not more than one and a half bricks thick. 


not trué that the President ever adopted any par- 
ticular plan for the Capitol wings-at all. It is 
true that a drawing was submitted -—— 

[Here the hammer fell.] 3 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. .1 would ask 
the gentleman from Virginia, if he will not modify 
his amendment by adding after the words “ re- 
sponsible persons” the following: ‘good and suffi- 
cient sureties.’’ 

Mr. SMITH. I will accept the modification 
suggested by the gentleman from New York; and 
I propose to modify still further by adding at the 
ent the following: 

And provided further, That twenty per cent. on the 


estimate of the work done on each contract, shall be re- 
tained till the completion of the contract. 


Mr. SEWARD. {Is it in order to move now to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from: 
Vitginia ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not at this stage of the 
question. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 want to move to strike out 
the words stating whatis the true intéht and mean- 
ing of the act of Congress under which the plan 
was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. That would be having an 
amendment in the third degree. 

Mr. SEWARD. This is the manner in which |} 
I propose to amend the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia. 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man from Georgia will perceive that there would 
be no end to amendments, if this were received, 
as some other gentleman might propose to amend 
his amendment before acting on it. 

The question was taken on Mr. Smrrn’s amend- | 
ment to the amendment; and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Cranprer’s | 
amendment, as amended. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If in order, 
I move to reduce the original appropriation 
$300,000, so as to enable me to make a few re- | 
marks. I simply desire an opportunity to defend | 
the positions which 1 have heretofore taken in re- |! 


gard to this work, All I have said heretofore in || 
relation to the estimates, was based upon a critical 
examination of the report of the engineer, and | 
did not rest, as the gentleman from North Caro- | 
lina (Mr. Craice] seems to suppose,upon mere | 
conjecture or outside rumors. [| listen to no out- 
side rumors in reference to this matter, because I 
have had before me all the facts and figures neces- | 
stry to enable me to make up my own judgment, 
and I think I understand them without the aid of 
outsiders. Nor am I the advocate of what the | 
gentleman calls outside projects. All I have said on | 
this subject has been in reference to plans and pro- 
jects presented by the officers of Government. 

I have snid that these estimates are false and 
delusive; and if the appropriation is made under 
the conviction that they are accurate, and that the | 
work can be done in a substantial manner for the 
amount, this House and the country will be} 
wofully deceived. In a five-minute speech it is 


! ing cement, sand 


| mates of Captain Meigs’s may be tested. 


impossible for me to explain them fully, so as to 
show in what particulars they fall short of the 
sum which must be expended. But I can point 
outa few: Captain Meigs, for instance, proposes 
to construct from the dam across the Potomac a 
brick conduit three fourths of a mile long. Here 


2,985 feet lineal, 9 inches thick. 
946 feet lineal, 14 bricks thick. 


3,931—three-fourths of a mile. 


Now, we are given to understand that this part | 
of the conduit will at times be ‘* twenty feet under 
water,” in consequence of the great floods which 
take place every year at that point. This comes | 
from Captain Meigs's report, not from outsiders. 
It is his own language, not mine. This brick |: 
tube is not to rest upon solid masonry, and cov- 
ered over with stone work firmly and solidly built į 
for its protection, but is to lie in a trench dug in 
the earth, and only covered over with loose earth 
and rock. It will be nine feet in diameter, and 
There 
is no estimate, not one cent, for a foundation and 
masonry for the support and. protection of this |: 
conduit. No, sir, none. To make the conduit || 
secure, to protect it from destruction by the im- |) 
mense floods rising twenty feet above it, and | 
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| water to Washington at all. 


| ject myself, 
| fore us, I confess that the good sense, the expe- 


rocks, not one cent of expenditure is estimated for. 
if gentlemen will take the trouble to look at the 
report of Captain Meigs—— 

Mr. TAYLOR, What page? i 

Mr. STANTON. Page 25. If they will look 
at this report, they will see that he speaks of the 
floods rising twenty feet above this conduit, and 
see also, by his estimates, that he has omitted to 
estimate for at least three fourths of the work 
which will be required at this point. The Croton 
aqueduct rests upon and is covered up for its pro- 
tection with solid masonry. It would not other- 
wise have lasted a single year. But one of the 
city papers, feeling the force of this omission, has 
attempted to justify it, by referring to the Boston 
aqueduct, which, it is alleged, was laid ina trench 
dug in the earth, and covered up in the manner 
proposed by Captain Meigs for the Washington 
aqueduct. In the first place, the Boston aqueduct 
is a small affair compared with the one projected 
by Captain Meigs. It is only six feet by four, 
while this is nine feet, and the one is only about 
a third as large as the other. In the second place, 
the conduit was only laid on the earth in some 
places, and was sustained and protected by 
masonry in others. But I have before mea de- 
scription of this work, printed in Boston, which 
says that laying the conduit on the earth wag but 
an experiment, which has proved unsatisfactory. 
The aqueduct leaks, and is cracked in places, in 
consequence of this experiment. Captain Meigs 
is unfortunate in the adoption of plans which 
have failed and exploded before he took them up, 
as may be seen in the plan for the ventilation of 
the Halls of Congress, as well as in this of the 
aqueduct. But it is useless to dwell further upon 
this point. Ifthe work goes on, there must bea 
great expenditure of money not estimated for, or 
the structure will not stand a single year, 

Captain Meigs’s estimate for the brick work of 
the conduit is $4 50 per running foot. It is based 
upon a calculation that the brick can be laid in 
the conduit at $14 per thousand, including every 
expense—the bricks, cement, lime, sand, &c. 


i Now, he has contracted for forty millions of 


bricks, at $8 75 per thousand, This leaves $5 25 
for all other expenses—laying the bricks, furnish- 


Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, obtained the floor. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I ask ‘the gentleman from 
Ohio to allow me to say a word. I was very 
anxious to have some data upon which these esti- 
I was 
very much in hopes that my friend from Kentucky, 
who has just taken his seat, and who is not in- 
fluenced by any outside plans, would have fur- 
nished such data. But, sir, instead of doing that, 
he spent his whole five minutes in reference to the 
plan of Captain Meigs. 

The only reason he gives for doubting the cor- 
rectness of those estimates is, that he allows only 
$4 50 or $5 for brick work, when the cost would 
be $14 per thousand. The gentleman says, too, 
that he pays $8 81 per thousand for the bricks. 


| Why, sir, the reason for that, as he very well 
| knows, is stated by Captain Meigs himself—that 
| the contractor who agreed to furnish them for 


$5 88 failed to carry out his contract. 

Then the gentleman speaks about the protection 
Captain Meigs proposes for the conduit. Why, 
sir, that is not the conduit that ig to bring the 
It is merely the 
one thatis to be placed at the head of the work in 
order that it may not be flooded at the start. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I must interrupt the gentle- 
man, I wish to say a few words upon the sub- 
If we had not an official report be- 


rience of the gentleman from Kentucky, and the 


|| attention he has given to this subject, would di- 


vert me from my support of this truly great 
national work, for such I consider it. He is a gen- 
tleman.of great experience, and understandsa great 
deal about this kind of business. But, sir, there 
are other men of experience. General Totten, the 
Chief Engineer of the United States Army, is a 


; man who, as an engineer, has no superior in this 


country, and, perhaps, none in any othercountry. 
He is a man of unimpeachable reputation, and 
yet hein every way confirms the report of Captain 
Meigs, made to Congress in 1853. 

Sir, all these representations that this work is 


bringing down with the torrent huge trees and | to cost five or six millions aredelusive and imagin- 
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ary. We have the estimates of General Totten, 
whose statement we can depend upon, telling us 
that it will only cost $2,300,000. Here is a letter 
from Captain Meigs, written to me as a mem- | 
ber of the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, bearing date 25th of May, in which he 
says: ae : 

é I forgot to mention, that, since the attempt to provide 
that the work should not be done, unless a contract should 
be made to build it for $2,300,000, I have already received 
an offer to build it for $2,200,000, made in good part, I 
believe, and by men whom I know to be able. I should 
be willing to accept such a proviso, except that it is so dif- 
ficult to manage these great jobs, and better to make smaller 
ones.” 


Now, upon whom am [to rely? This is the 
statement of an educated man—of an officer edu- 
cated at the public expense, understanding his bus- 


` iness as well as any other in the country, having |; 


had twenty years’ experience, and who has made 
an able report upon this subject to President Fill- 
more, and again to President Pierce. Sir, I must 
rely upon his statements, rather than on the sur- 
mises of gentlemen upon this floor. Now, sir, I 
hope the amendment of my friend from Virginia 
will be adopted. I should have preferred that it 
should have been done without the amendment of 
my friend from Arkansas, which has been adopted. 
I do not think we should make the corporations 
of Washington and Georgetown—highly respect- 
able, sir, but nevertheless, comparatively poor— 
partners with the Government of the United 
States in carrying out this great national work. I 
do not think we should burden them with one 
fifth the expense of the work. I hope the Senate | 
will strike out that proviso. i 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, there being no 
objection, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I offer the 
following amendment: 

Provided further, That the said work and the cost thereof 
shall be so reduced in its dimensions as not to include the 
surplus water, amounting, according to the report, to one 
thousand seven hundred borse power. 

Mr. Chairman, the report of Captain Meigs 
proposes to bring into the city of Washington, for 
manufacturing purposes, in addition to an ample 
supply for halfa million of people, water sufficient 
to carry machinery at a power equal to one thou- 
sand seven hundred horses. Now, l put it to the 
House of Representatives, I put it to the Demo- 
crats in the House of Representatives, whether 
they are to vote to-day for bringing a power of one į 
thousand seven hundred horses into the city of 
Washington through this aqueduct for the pur- 
pose of carrying machinery? That is the simple 
question. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Does Captain Meigs rec- 
ommend in his report that it should be used for 
manufacturing, or does he barely suggest that it 
might be so used? 

Mr. STANTON. In his report he suggests 
that it can be used for all sorts of light machinery, 
such as lathes, printing presses, &c. He does not 
propose it, it is true, but he suggests it as the only 


proper use which can be made of this surplus |) 


water. 

Now, sir, [say that this whole work has been 
grossly exaggerated in point of extent and capa- 
city, exaggerated beyond the wants of the city of 
Washington for a century to come—yes, sir, for 
a century to come. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Qhio [Mr. Oros] to furnish nine mil- | 
lions of gallons of water daily for a population of | 


three hundred thousand, would be amply sufficient |! 


for all the prospective wants of the city; but f pro- 
pose, by my amendment, to dispense with only the 
surplus water of seventeen hundred horse power. | 
Is my amendment reasonable or not? If the work | 
is to be diminished so as to cut off seventeen hun- 
dred horse power, of course the cost will be di- | 


Honorable gentlemen, opposed to the appro- 
priation, have said much of the theory of thirty 
gallons per day for each inhabitant, and seem to 
regard estimates for a greater quantity than this 
altogether absurd. ‘his theory might answer 
very well if the recent experience of the great 
cities of this country did not overturn it. Phila- 
det phia—the city of right-angled streets and broad 
brim hats, whose people are probably more eco- 
nomical in all matters than those of any other city 
in this country—consumed, on anaverage, for the 
year 1852, 30 66-100 ale gallons for each inhabit- 
ant per day, being equal to 37 42-100 wine gallons. 
The gaugings of waters,.and the estimates for sup- 
ply for the Washington works, both by Colonel 
Hughes. and Captain Meigs, are based upon the 
wine or United States standard gallon. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How much did Philadelphia 
consume in the aggregate? 

Mr. VANSANT. I do not remember the 
quantity in the aggregate. I am criticising the 
theory of thirty gallons as a supply for each in- 
habitant perday. ‘The Cochituate works at Bos- 
ton will furnish ten million gallons daily. When 
the works were completed, that quantity, it was 
confidently asserted by its projectors, would be 
sufficient for a population of three hundred. and 
fifty thousand; and yet within four years from the 
completion thereof, when the city of Boston con- 
tained less than one hundred and fifty thousand 
inhabitants, the water board of that city, in a re- 
port to the city council for the year 1852, say 
that ‘‘the average consumption of water during 
the year has been at the rate of eight millions one 


|| hundred and twenty-fivethousand and sixty gal- 


lons daily being one million two hundred and torty- 
two thousand and sixty gallons more than the 
year previous, and about fifty-eight gallons to each 
inhabitant of the city.” During the summer 
months the consumption greatly exceeded the 
quantity indicated. The Croton works at New 
York, with the exception of laying a portion of 
| the distributing pipes, were finished in 1842, and 
it was estimated that the supply of water there- 
from would be ample for a population of one mil- 
lion five hundred thousand, and yetat the expira- 
tion of eight years, and when the population in 
the water district did not exceed four hundred and 
fifty thousand, the water commissioners in their 
report of 1850, said to the council of New York, 
“ This board now warns the common council, and 
through it. every citizen, that the lust drop of water 
which the works in their present state can supply is 
now daily delivered in the city.’ And in their report 


mates touching a supply of water,) “an experi- 
ence of ten years enables us to contrast these pre- 
liminary calculations with actual results, and thus 


future. During the summer months, for two 
years past, the whole flow of the Croton river has 
‘been turned through the aqueduct, and in 1851, 
for many consecutive weeks, not a drop of water 
| passed over the dam, and the lake formed by it 
was gradually drawn down to two feet sever and 
! a half inches. The daily delivery in the city for 
a large portion of these two years; has been about 
thirty millions of gallons a day, often in the past 


| reservoirs on the island, giving to each inhabitant 
} in the water district (not more than four hundred 
and fifty thousand) “a daily supply of nearly ninety 
gallons.’’ What is the thirty-gailun theory worth 
in the face of such facts? 

Gentlemen opposed to Captain Meigs’s plan 
i for supplying water from. the Great Falls of the 
Potomac have compared it to thè great aqueducts 
of ancient Rome. No people, Mr. Chairman, 


j! knew better thantheancient Romans how to appre- | 


i 
i 
i 
j 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
i 


ciate the first great essential to health, and com- 


minished to that extent. i 
Mr. VANSANT. Mr. Chairman, if a boun- | 
tiful supply of pure water can be introduced into 
Washington and Georgetown, at an expense but 
little exceeding that for a meager quantity, should 
the committee hesitate as to the selection of the | 
source from-which the same should be taken? 
Can pure water be wasted in populous cities when 
there is an abundant supply for all purposes? 1 
do not believe that it can. The honorable gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] has most truth- 
fully said, thatif the entire waters of the Potomac 
conid be poured into the streets and lanes of this 
metropolis, it would be a bounty rarely equaled. 


i 


i 
J 
f 


} 
i 


fort, and cleanliness—pure water. Nearly four 
! hundred millions of gallons were discharged daily 
i into that renowned city, conveyed through twenty 


ization of the present day. 
The question was then taken, and Mr. Sran- 


| ron’s amendment was rejected. 


| Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I- propose to 
| amend by striking out $400,000 of the appropria- 


i for 1852, they remark, (referring to former esti- | 


to see with great certainty the requirements of the ; 


year at least five millions more drawn from the | 


tion, to enable me to continue. my remarks on the: 
subject of. the estimates... The:engineer estimates; ` 
that the bricks laid: in: the conduit will cost only: 
fourteen dollars per thousand. - He has contracted: 
to pay for the bricks eight dollars and seventy-five 
cents per thousand. This leaves five doilars and; 
twenty-five cents for the work, cement, lime, sand, 
&c. ‘The laying of the bricksin. the thick walls of 
the Capitol, under the superintendence of Captain 
Meigs, cost, upon the authority of the Secretary: 
of War, who has so informed the select commit- 
tee, an average of five dollars and eight. cents. per: 
i thousand. Is it to be expected that. this same: 
engineer can have bricks laid at less cost upon the 
aqueduct, which is all arching, than he can upon 
the Capitol: Certainly not; and if any one is. 
credulous enough to believe so, he is deceived. 
Now let us see how the estimate stands. 


Captain Meigs’s estimate per thousand for 
work, and materials, when done..........$14 00 
Contract price of bricks. .......+ +88 75 : 
Laying at Capitol prices..........+.5 08 
One barrel of cement........0 see ere. 2 00 
50 
50 
$16 83 
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Hauling and other expenses... 0.0004. 


. Excess of cost over estimate... .......+ $2 83 


This, then, is $2 83 per thousand, which these 
fifty millions of bricks are to cost more than the 
estimate; and if an allowance is made for the 
; cost of superintending, it will swell the difference 
between the cost and estimate, in this one item, 
$150,000. 

Now, in reference to the stone masonry. The 
estimates for this are $4 373, $5, and $5 50 per 
perch, according to the kind of work to be done, 
and its location. We have recently had some 
experience in the cost of stone masonry, and can 
form a very correct idea of what it costs Govern- 
ment for such work under military engineers. 
The plain massive piers erected at the Little 
Falls bridge were built by a military engineer, at 
a cost, if all expenses are included, of eleven dol- 
lars per perch. The engineer who unfortunately 
had charge of the work admitted in his defense.of 
himself in the Union, that the cost was as much 
as eight dollars. I-differ from him, and believe my 
statement-to be correct; but, take his as the basis 
of calculation, and itexceeds an averageof Captain 
Meigs’s estimates as much as three dollars per 
perch. The work on the bridges, culverts, &c., 
of the aqueduct should be done quite as well as 
that upon the piers of the Little Falls bridge; and 
who for a moment supposes that under Captain 
Meigs’s management it can be done for less? 

Mr. CRAIGE. Did Captain Meigs build the 
bridge at the Little Falls? 

Mr. STANTON. It was built by the Govern- 
ment, and superintended by a military engineer. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Was it Captain Meigs who 
made the estimates for it? 

Mr. STANTON. I do not know that any 
estimates were ever made. The engineer who 
built it maintained that the work had been built 
ata very cheap cost. That cost was, according 
i, to his admission, eight dollars per perch. 1 make 
it eleven dollars. If eight dollars is cheap, it is 
hardly psssible that Captain Meigs can have the 
work done for less, at a greater distance from the 
city, and under far greater disadvantages. It is 
idle to think so; and if gentlemen would only 
consult facts in preference to their partialities and 
prejudices, and take a common sense, practical 
view of the subject, they would see the matter in 
a different light. The estimates of Captain Meigs 
for the stone masonry is too low by at least three 
dollars per perch. The experience of the Gov- 
ernment proves it. 


But Captain Mei 


| sentto Congress, sets down the cost at $4 50 per 
i running foot. For questioning the accuracy of 
his estimates, we are looked upon, in some quar- 
ters, as guilty of almost treason. Sir, he is talked 
bout as if he were infallible, as if it were impos- 


f propounded by the select committee, in which he 
| says the cost will be $8 17 per foot, instead of 
; $4 50. The Secretary of War is nearer right; 
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but how happens. it, if Captain. Meigs is so reli- |; 
‘able and so infallible, that the Secretary corrects 
his errors, and places a different amount of cost | 
upon the aqueduct? Sir, the estimates of the en- 
gineer are worthless; they are not to be depended 
upon; and if I had time to take them upand ex- 
pose them critically, [could demonstrate it to the 
satisfaction of every*mao in this House 
The length of the conduit, this side of the piece 


at the Great Falis, and outside of the tunnels, is |i 


fifty-nine thousand nine hundred and seventy-one 
feet, or eleven miles and one quarter. It will be 
a brick tube, vine feet in diameter, and one anda 
half bricks thick. In many places it will be sup- 


ported, where it crosses ravines, by embankments || 


of earth—nothing else. The engineer will make 
the embankment, and, in that embankment of | 
earth, dig a trench in which to rest the conduit. 
It will be protected by acovering of earth; and 
who isstupid enough to suppose that it will stand 
under such circumstances?) The settling of the 
embankment will break it; the washing of the 
rains and floods will expose it- 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. CHANDLER. 


Tam very anxious to come to a vote on the ques- | 
tion. 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron,}] but not 
with calculations. The Secretary of War, it would 
seem, has entered into a comparison between the 
cost of laying bricks here on the wings of the Cap- 
itol and laying bricks in trenches on the proposed 
aqueduct, Tfany man with an eye and with any 
kind of discernment, will look out of the window, 
he will see that the bricks here are laid in all kinds 
of ginger-bread work on arches, &c., which of 
course must be more expensive than laying them 
simply on trenches, 

Mr. STANTON. Allow me to say, that there 
is no difference in Captain Meigs’s estimate be- 
tween the cast of laying the’ brick on the plain 
trenches, and that of laying it on the arches—they 
are all arches, 

Mr. CHANDLER. In laying the brick on ; 
these arches every brick hus to be cut and whit- | 
tled into shape to make it correspond with the 
form on which itis to rest, requiring five times 
the work to Jay them that it would to drop the 
brick into the arch through which the water is to 
run, 

Let me say, in regard to these estimates, that 
they are based upon the calculations of engineers, 
The worst part of the work has been done, and so 
far it has cost less than the estimates. In them 
all allowances have been made by the engineers, 
exceeding the necessities of the case. All the cal- 
culations for the simple excavation of the earth 
and the laying of bricks are comprised in a for- 
wula as simple and accurate as the multiplication 
table itself. There isno part of practical naviga- | 
tion or surveying which is more simple, more 
reduced to rules and formula than the calculations 
for this work, and the youngest engineer who has 
been in the service only stx or eight months 
would be scouted at if he could not make these 
calculations so near that they would come within 
the real cost of the work. Itis a matter which is 
perfectly easy of calculation. 

J could dwell upon this matter for a longer 
time, bat the committee is anxious to vote upon : 
the subject, and T need only ask the committee to | 


i the plan of the former, at less than one fourth of 


I have but a very few |: 
words to offer to the committee on this subject, as |: 


1 desire to answer the remarks of the gens ṣi 


|: veyed the route and made estimates for introdu- 


ation not to mislead Congress into an appropria- 


| by any other engineer who has ever made surveys 
‘in the United States for similar works. 
: Now, if the honorable gentleman. from Ken- 
| tucky was disposed to be critical, he might well 
: have criticised the report.of his favorite,-Colonel 
Hughes, a gentleman whom no one more esteems 
than L do, who admits, in his report on the intro- 
duction of water from Rock Creek, that he would 
! have to makea tunnel of one thousand feet through 
hard rock, near the residence of the late Russian 
i Minister, m Georgetown, and yet, in his report, he 
makes no sort of estimate for the expenses of that 
tunnel. And he places the cost of making rock 
excavation, in general, eighty sevenand a half 
cents per cubic yard, which is fifty per cent. less 
than that which has been estimated by other en- 
gineers for similar work. z 
The honorable gentleman from Kentucky, in 
comparing the estimates of Colonel Hughes with 
those of Captain Meigs, for the purpose of show- 
ing that water might be introduced, according to 


| the sum which the latter estimated for conveying 
water from tbe Great Falls, failed to inform this 
committee that Colonel Hughes made no estimate 
for laying down mains to the public buildings, į 
‘whilst Captain Meigs estimates the cost of mains 
_ and stop cocks at $290,000. 

Corroborative of the declaration l have made, 
that the estimates of Captain Meigs are liberal, 
_ | have compared those estimates with estimates 
| for similar work made by distinguished engineers. | 
John J. Jervis and Walter R. Johnson, who sur- 


‘cing the water of Lak@Cochituate into Boston, 
exumate the excavation of earth for the line of 
i aqueduct, &c.,-at prices varying from twelve to 
twenty cents per cubic yard. Colonel Hughes’s 
estimate is from fitteen to sixteen cents. Mr. 
| Slade, who was employed in the construction of 
| the Boston and the Albany works in the capacity 
of engineer, and who made surveys and estimates | 
for introducing water into Baltimore, estimates | 
the same kind of excavation at twenty cents. | 


to thirty-three cents per cubic yard. For excava- 
tion of rock in open cuts, Mr. Slade estimates at | 
$2 per cubic yard; Messrs Jarvis and Johnson 
iat $1 50 and $1 75; Colonel Hughes at 87; cents, 
and Captain Meigs from gl 50 to $2, per cubic 
yard, For excavation of rock in tunnel, Mr. 
Slade based his estimate upon the cost of the 
Boston tunnels, $15 per cubic yard. Captain 
Meigs estimated at $14 per cubic yard; and the 
tunnels on the Great Falls line are now under 
contract at a cost but little exceeding $7 per cubic 
ard, 

Mr. Slade’s estimates were all made upon the 
cost of similar work upon the Cochituate line, 
i and those made by Captain Meigs, equal in the 
: average, if they do uot exceed those of Mr. Slade. 
In addition to the liberal estimates made by that 
meritorioas officer of the United States Topograph- 
ical Department, he has added thereto twenty per 
cent. for contingencies, land damages, &c. His 
whole report evidences a commendable determin- 


| 


‘tion fora work which will exceed the estimate for 
its completion. 

If permitted, Mr. Chairman, under the rules of 
the Flouse, to occupy the floor upon the subject 
now before the committee fora few minutes more, 


vote upon it, with the facts which have been 

placed before them. | 
The question was then taken upon Mr. Stax- 

ron’s amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. VANSANT. [| am disinclined to take up 


the time of this committee; but the committee } 


will, Lam sure, pardon me, inasmuch as I have 
not consumed much of the time of the House 
this session. I offer to amend the pending amend- 
ment by increasing the amount $100,000. 

I have been, like the honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Sranton,] somewhat familiar 
with this subject, theoretically, at least. It be- 
came my duty, upon a formet occasion; to exam- | 


ine critically the estimates made in reference to |) 


the introduction of water into this city; and since 


I have had the honor of a seat upon this floor, I! 


have compared the estimates of Captain Meigs 
with the estimates made by other engineers, and 
I find, in nearly every instance, that the estimates 
of Captain Meigs have everreached thore made | 


:! $2,300,600. 


€ 
i Test trade of thetwo. 


l: gest to the House that we stop debate upon this 


| withdrew his amendment. 


; L eould show, by comparing the report of Captain 
i Meigs with the cost of works which are now in 
operation, that the cost of introducing water from 
the Great Falls should not exceed the estimate of 
€ 

Mr. LETCHER, It seems that we are to 
spend $500,000 here either for water or in making 
; Speeches about it upon this floor, and | think that 
» spend it for the water will probably be the 
; {Laughter.j Irise, there- 

fore, not to debate this proposition, but to sug- 


į subject. If we are to spend $500,000in this way, | 
let us spend no more time about it. Let us come 
toa vote, and if there is a majority in favor of 
_ the proposition, let it go, but if there is a majority 
| in opposition to it, why, let us have an end to it. 

Mr. VANSANT, by unanimous consent, 


The question recurred upon Mr. Cuanprer’s | 
amendment as amended. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennesseo, demanded tellers. 


The estimates of Captain Meigs vary from twenty || € r 
|! its leading features. 


| 


: friend in the House. 


j 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
H 
| 


_ Tellers. were ordered, and Messrs. W ASHBURN 
of Maine, and STUART, Of . Michigan, were ap- 
pointed. : : 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 70, noes 61. : 
So the amendment as amended was agreed to., 


Mr. MACE, I offer the following amendment: 


For an additional messenger to the post office of the 
House that was allowed: by the Committee on Accounts at 
the beginning of the present session, $1,000. ?? 

Í wish simply to explain to the committee the 
reason for the adoption of the amendment { have 
offered. At the beginning of the present session of 
Congress, it was ascertained to be positively neces- 
sary to give the postmaster of the House an ad- 
ditional messenger and carry-all. The Committee 
on Accounts gave him authority to employ such 
messenger, and to procure such carry-all. The 
carry-all is provided for in the present bill; but 
through some oversight no provision has been 
made for the salary of the messenger so employed, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAVEN. I offer the following amend- 


ment: 


Yo enable the Secretary of the Interior to complete the 
hospital for the ipsane of the District of Columbia, and the 
Army and Navy of the United States, as itis now in process 
of construction, where the foundations are laid, $18,209, 
and to enable the Secretary of the Interior to complete the 
xternal improvemen scessary lo carry into successfi 
operation said hospital, according to the recommen 
ofthe Secretary of the Lnterior, $18,600. 


Jf the committee. will hear me for a moment 
upon the propriety of this amendment, J will then 
leave it to its fate. I hopea plain and brief state- 
ment will establish it in our favor, and satisfy all 
thatit ought to be adopted. Itis not recommended 
by any committee whatever; it comes here upon 
its own merits, and, so faras I know, without a 
However that may be, [ 
am quite certain it has no advocates among the 
hungry gentlemen outside. 

This hospital for the insane of this District, and 
for the Army and Navy, is now in process of 
construction, and is nearly completed in some of 
lt is situated on the opposite 
side of the East Branch of the Potomac, where 
we own one hundred and ninety acres of land, 
most beautifully situated, and adapted in the 
highest degree to this purpose. This land was 
purchased out of the first and only appropriation 
ever made for this object, which left some $70,000 
for the erection of the requisite buildings and fix- 
tures, and which, owing to the causes. so often. 


i described here—increased price of labor and ma- 


‘ terials—was, and is, insufficient to perfect the 


i 
i 
i 


buildings commenced, and fit the grounds for the 
objects intended. 

‘This charity for the relief of the unfortunate in- 
sane, who havea claim on the General Govern- 
ment, originated in the House of Representatives. 
it had no recommendation from any officer of the 
Government, It is the spontaneous result of our 
own sympathies, and ourown judgment. I think 
it was on the motion of Mr. Stanly, of North 
Carolina, that the last Congress, at its first session, 
passed an appropriation of $100,000 for the pur- 
pose of purchasing a site and building this asy- 
lum; and all I ask is, that this House now take 
charge of it, and dispose of the whole matter as 
it thinks best. {feel assured it will not allow its 
own offspring to suffer for the want of that aid 
that outside pressure sometimes Grings here to 
objects much less worthy in character. 

Idesire to add, that the work has been under 
the general charge of the Secretary of the Interior; 
but it bas all been carried on under the imme- 
diate eye of Dr. Nichols,a very fair and high- 
minded man. He is a gentleman of quite a large 
experience in some of the leading insane institu- 
tions of the country. The plan—admirable I 
think it—is his. lt contemplates, at some remote 
future day, when the necessities of the country 
shall demand it, more buildings than are now in 
process of construction; and one of the proprieties 
of the matter is, that still the present portion of 
the building will be a complete and perfect estab- 
ishment within itself, and will accommodate at 
least seventy patients. 

It appears to me that the appropriation already 
made has been used ina careful and economical 
manner. Dr. Nichols seems to have conducted 
the building as a private individual would hisown 
concerns. He has not paid thé extravagant prices 


- The Secretary of the Interior informs us, and 
such is the opinion of Dr. Nichols, that the ap- 
propriation named in my amendment will com- 
plete the present portion of the building and the 
grounds, as it was originally intended it should 
be completed. In this they may be mistaken, 
but I hope not. [ask the committee if they will 
not take charge of it now as their own matter, as 
they did when the House originated the proposi- 
tion for this asylum, and make what they deema 


proper grant to complete their own work Ihope | 


they will, and that the anpropriation will be voted. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 


For running and marking the boundary line between 
the United States and the Republic of Mexico, under the 
treaty concluded at the city of Mexico on the 30th December, 
1853, the sum of $168,180, to be disbursed under the direc- 
tion ofthe Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That there 
shalt be allowed and paid to the commissioner, surveyor, 
and astronomer, appointed, or to be appointed, for the pur 


pose aforesaid, each a salary at the rate of 33,000 per | 


aunun, and that if the duties of either lave been, or shail 
be, performed by an officer of the Army, bis pay during 
the time of such employinent shall be increased to that 
sun 


By the terms of the treaty made between the 
United States and the Mexican Government, the 
ratifications of which were exchanged on the first 
of this month, a provision is made for the rannmng 
of this boundary line between the United States 
and Mexico, I mean for running so much of the 
boundary line as by the terms ot the treaty do 
not correspond with the boundary as laid down by 
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

The Secretary of the Interior submits to us an 
estimate on which that amendment is proposed. 
The previous commissioner, who was engaged in 


completing the work on the boundary between | 


the United States and Mexico, was required to 
submit.an estimate of the sum adequate and suffi- 
cient to complete the running of this line. He 
estimates that from twelve to eighteen months will 
be required for the purpose of completing it; and 
he esumates the amount indicated in this amend- 
ment as being ample, He thinks that if no 


accident devolve on the work, and if no delays | 
shall occur when engaged in the prosecution of | 


this line, the work may be completed in perhaps 
twelve months, or a little longer. 


It is important that this money should be ap- 
propriated now; for by the terms of the treaty it 
has been agreed that the commissioners to be ap- 


pointed by the respective Governments of the! 


If so, the: 
amount of money now asked to be appropriated |: 
will be more than will be required for that purpose. } 


United States and Mexico shall meet within three | 


months after the exchange of the ratifications of | 
the treaty in the town of El Paso, on the bor-; 


ders of New Mexico, and there enter upon the 
discharge of their duties. I am informed that 
these ratifications have been exchanged on the first 
of July. I shall not detain the committee with 
any further remarks, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not rise to 
oppose the ‘amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Missouri, but to suggest an amendment to 
it, or to move one. I propose to insert, after the 
word “ pay,” in that amendment, in the line be- 
fore the last, the words ‘¢ including emoluments. ”? 
The amendment will then read— 


“ his pay, including emoluments, shall be increased to the 
+ . 


same amount.” 

Mr. PHELPS. Ihave no objection to the pro- 
posed amendment. I will modify my amendment 
as suggested. : 

Mr. JONES. It will be right to do so. Itgives 
the civil officer who may be appointed the amount 
of pay and emoluments. _ 

Mr. PHELPS, (interrupting.) 
modification. Jt was the intention to have had the 
amendment drawn up in that form. 

Mr. JONES. I proposed the amendment be- 
cause in the Army pay is a technical word, and 
does not include emoluments. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


i havin 
I agree to the ii g 


j a letter from the 
: from the Commissioner of Public Buildings, but | 
t will not take up the time of the committee by | 
them read. | 


| read. 


ment: 

For building an appraiser’s stare in the city of San 
Francisco, California, $75,000, to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

E would not have troubled the House by offer- 
ing thisamendment, but that the matter had been 
intrusted by the Secretary of the Treasury to the | 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Brecxinripas,] | 
who is upon the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
but who is detained from the House to-day by 
sickness, and that | feared that the bill might be | 
finished this afternoon, and thus the opportunity 
be lost for that gentleman to offer it. A recom- | 
mendation has been made for this appropriation, 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, in a letter which 
I hold in my hand, and which [ will send to the | 
Clerk ’s desk to be read. | 

Suffice it for me to say, that the Government is 
now paying a rent of $1,800 per month, or $21,600 
per annum, for a store which is too small for the 
business of the appraiser’s office. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I rise to a question of 
order. f wish to know if this is an original prop- 
osition or not? [I wish to know whether this is 
a matter provided for by law? If not, the amend- 
ment is not in order. 

Mr. LATHAM. I will state that the House 
has already appropriated $150,000 to buy the 
custom-house lot in San Francisco. This ap- 
praiser’s office is to be placed upon that lot. The 
letter of the Secretary will show how the matter 
stands better than anything [| can say, and | 


i 
! 
i 
i 
i 
1 
1 
i 
l 
1 
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improvements under the General Governinent, in Wash- 
ington ; aud he was alowed by law sixteen men and fwo 


horses an:l carts to catry on these improvinents. Within, 
the past year, by direction of the Secretary of the Thterior, 
the grounds around the Presidential Mansion. were placed’ 
under the especial direction of a person denominated by 
way of distinguishing hiin from the“ public’ gardener,” 
the * Presidents gardener.” On. assygging the duties of 
this office, I found Mr. Joha Watt (one of the. sixteen 
laborers authorized by law) in charge of the kitchen gar- 
den and green house at the President’s ; and when the 
Secretary directet’ the division of ibe grounds, ‘having 
ascertained that Mr. Watt was the most competent person 
to take charge of the grounds around the President’s Man- 
sion, F appointed him to that duty, he still recéising only 
the pay of a laborer. This involved the necessity of divid~ 
ing the force under Mr. Maher. Nine of the men were 
left under him, and the other six were placed under Mr. 
Wait. 

The committee will perceive that while Mr. Maher had 
courol of the sixteen men, he coyld, when occasion re- 
quired, detail the entire force for any emergency; ‘Now; he 
carnet; aud wheu his work presses, he is materially -short- 
hanged; aud I think his request, that he may be alowed 
six More ien, is but reasonable, and ought to be granted. 

Mr. Maher has been long in the public service as gar- 
dener. He has been faithful, and has.taken a deep interest 
and great pride in forming and beautifying the public 
grounds. Since the grounds have been divided, he has not 
suffered that interest to lag, but, if possible, has been more 
energetic and watebful than before, and the committee have 
but to examine te see in what admirable order ali the 
grounds now under hiim are kept. 
| To enable lim to continue them in this order, to take 
proper care of the large number of trees under his charge, 
and to do property the labor incident to his position he asks 


therefore ask thatit may be read. 
The letter was read, as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 4, 1854. | 

Sır: T have the honor to inclose, tor the consideration 
of the House .of Representatives, a copy of a letter ad- 
dressed to this department by R. J. Hanunond, collector at | 
San Francisco, and Samuel J. Bridge, general appraiser ; 
for California, the two being also acting commissioners of | 


public buildings. | 


These gentlemen represent the insufficiency of size of ; 
the rented building now occupied as an appraiser’s store, 
and the large rent paid; and recommend the construction 


of a building one hundred and twenty feet by forty five ij 


feet ten inches, on the lot (being part of the public re- 
serves) on which the new custom house has been com- ? 
menced, by which the business of the port will be accom- j 
inodated, and the cost of the building be saved in less than ; 
four years. 

I respectfully recommend that the sum of seventy: five 
thousand dollars ($75,000) be appropriated for the proposed | 
building, to be expended under the direction of this De- : 
partment, with a proviso that the said appropriation is not | 
to take effect until the State of California shall release ttle | 
in said tand to the United States. ? 

Permit me also to suggest the great advantage of the ap- | 
propriation (if proper in the judgment of the House) being 
made at once, for the reasons stated by Messrs. Hammond | 
and Bridge. l am, very respectfully, | 
JAMES GUTHRIE, t 

Secretary of the Treasury. | 
Yon. Linn Boyn, Speaker House of Representatives. 


The CHAIRMAN, The rule upon the subject, 


the Chair thinks, is positive, and must control. {i 


The Chair is of opinion that theamendmentis not ! 
in order. The rule provides that no amendment į 
shall be in order to a general appropriation bill for | 
any expenditure not previously authorized by law, | 
unless in continuation of appropriations for such | 
public works and objects as are already in prog- i 
ress, and for contingencies for carrying on the ; 
several Departments of the Government. i 

This being a new appropriation, the Chair is: 


' constrained to rule the amendment out of order. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 move to strike out 
the nine hundred and twenty-ninth, nine hundred 
and thirtieth, and nine hundred and thirty-first 
lines, and insert the following, which refers to 
the same subject: 


For compensation of twenty laborers in the public i 


grounds and President's garden, at forty dollars per mouth 


| each, $10,560: Provided, Fifteen of said men shall be em- 
| ployed in the grounds about the Capitol, and such publie į; 
: reservations and streets as are under the supervision of the | 
* public gardener, and the other five atthe grounds around | 
i the Presidents Mansion, 


I do not wish to detain the committee. 
ublic gardener, and also one 


Mr. LETCHER. I hope the letters will be | 
i 

Mr. TAYLOR. Very weli; I certainly have | 
no objection. | 
The letters were read, as follows: f 
OFFICE COMMISSIONER:OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS, i 
CAPITOL, May 26, 1854. 

Sır: [have the honor to inciosé a letter irom Mr. James i 


T have Í| 


the addition of six men aud two borses and carts, 

| I respectfully recommend that the comunittee take his. re- 

i! quest into favorable consideration. a i 

i| Lam, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

i B. B. FRUNCT, 

Commissioner of Public Buildings. 

Hon. Burton Craice, Chairman of the Comamiltee on 

Public Builtings and Grounds, House of Representatives, 

United States. 


i WASHINGTON, May 25, 1854. 


Dear SIR: Agreeable to your request, I give you the 
ontlines of what is necessary and required. I am doing the 
| best I can with the labor of nine hands, to keep the Capitol 
grounds and all your avenues, trees and hoxes, including 
breakage of boxes by runaway horses and carriages, stornis, 
&c. Also, from Bast Capitol street to Georgetown; from 
Carrols bridge to the railroad depot; from Peunsylvania 
| avenue, Fourteenth street to the island; from Pennsylva- 
nia avenue, T'welfih street to the Island; from Pennsyiva- 
nia avenue, Seventh street to the [stand ; from Pennsyiva~ 
niaavenne, Four-and-a half street tothe Island; two reser- 
vations near the canal, and all around the Capitol square. AH 
those trees were planted by James Maher, public gardener. 
‘here was one thousand of them planted within six months, 
They require attention. 1am doing the bèst I can with the 
few hands į have gat, but itis out of ny power to do justice 


|i tothe Capitol grounds and trees with the number of hands 
i 


at present employed, having at Jeast ten miles double rows 
of trees and boxes, on avenues and Streets to attend to, be- 
sides the Capitol grounds. It would require at least the 
| labor of filteen hands to do it justice ; also two horses and 
| carts. Very respectfully &c., 

JAMES, MAHER, Public Gardener. 
B. B. FRENCH, Commissioner of Public Buildings. 


Mr. TAYLOR, It is not necessary that I 
should say anything in addition. . I will only re- 
mark that this amendment is recommended by the 
Commissioner on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
and seems to be necessary. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We pay these 
men now forty dollars per month, instead of thirty 
dollars, as that communication states, ; 

Mr. TAYLOR. ltdoes not proposeto increase 
the pay of these men at all. — `. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It increases the number of 
laborers to twenty-two. Itadds six to the sixteen 
now employed, I believe that sixteen are too 
many. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move the following amend- 
ment: 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to replace the 
‘| moneys already paid for rents and to pay the semi annual 
| payment of rent fatfing due on the Ist day of January, 1855, 


| 
| 
| 


| on the two leases, each bearing date 19th day of August, 
‘| 1853; one thereof with the Bauk of the city of New York, 
and the other thereof from the Bank of Commerce, both 
being for property on Wall street, in the city of New York, 
Jeased for the uses of the assay office in the city of New 
York, 868,458 33. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask that that amendment may 
be considered as coming in under the head of. mis- 
cellaneous items. It merely proposes. an appro- 
priation of money for the rent of buildings in the 
use of the Government, and is recommended .by 
the Secretary of the Treasury by communication 
received from him to-day. i 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
i 
| 
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Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1 offer the 
following amendment to the amendment: 

Provided, That each and all persons who have been, or 
who may be, appointed hereafter to disburse money which 
is now, or may hereafter be, appropriated for the building 
or repair of auy of the edifices or structures for which ap 
propriations are made in this act, and are not now required 
by jaw to give bond and security, shalt give bond with good 
security jnsufficient penalty, to be approved of by the head 
of the Department under which said disbursement may be 
made, or the President of the United States when the work 
shall be specifically uuder his direction, 


Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman has misunder- 
stood the amendment which I have submitted. It 
is merely to appropriate money, necessary to pay 
the rent of buildings. occupied in New York city 
by the Government as an assay office. 

Mr. STANTON. Is it not for buildings to be 
erected ? ` 

Mr. PHELPS.. No, sir; the buildings are al- 
ready erected. They were leased by the Secretary 
of the Treasury for the uses of an assay office, 
with the privilege of purchasing them. They have 
been fitted up, and this money is to pay the rent. 

Mr. STANTON. ls not the Government 
ecole or repairing buildings there forgn agsay 
office? 

Mr. PHELPS, The buildings are already 
erected. The Government has had them fitted 
up and repaired. 

Mr. STANTON. | If the Chair decides the 
amendment out of order l have nothing to say. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not 
germane, The amendment moved by the gentle- 
man from Missouri is not for theerection of build- 
ings, but for the payment of rent. 

Mr, HAVEN., If the $500,000 appropriation 
be made, all this but $30,000 will lapse and go 
back into the Treasury. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Puexrs’s 
amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. HENN. I move to insert the following 
proviso after the provision for the payment of the 
Auxiliary Guard of Washington: 

Provided, That the captain and members of the Auxil 
lary Guard shall be appointed by the President of the United 
States, and shall be subject to such rutes and regulations as 
may be prescribed by him. 

Alter the following paragraph of the bill: 

For compensation of Auxiliary Guard, fuel, and oil for 
lamps, $4000. 

I have only to say if we appropriate money in 
order to sustain this guard, we should have con- 
trol over them, and they should be directed to take 
charge of public instead of private property. The 
amendment simply provides that the President 
shall appoint the guard, and we appropriate the 
money to pay their salaries 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. It seems to me that 
we are departing for a very small thing from the 
ordinary rules for protecting the property of this 
city. For the last eight or ten years the appoint- 
ment of this Auxiliary Guard has been allowed to 
the cityof Washington, I do notthink we ought 
to require the President to appoint its members; 


but I think the Mayor and Common Council are | 


the proper persons to make these appointments, 


because they will be acquainted personally with | 


the men who are to compose this guard. [tis 
imposing upon the President a duty which I think 
ought not to be laid upon him 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 
say that this guard is authorized by-act of Con 
gress, ard that the Constitution requires the ap 


pointment of all inferior officers to be vested in the | 


President 


Mr. TAYLOR. Who has appointed the mem- | 


bers of this guard heretofore? 

Mr. JONES, I believe the Mayor has ap- 
pointed them. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 


President alone, or in the heads of Departments. 
The question being upon Mr. Hexn’s amend- 
ment, 


Mr. SAGE demanded tellers; which were not f 


ordered. 


The question was then taken; and the amend- | 


ment was agreed to. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, 


tion providing for the purchase of trees: 

For cutting down and removing from the publie grounds, 
avenues, and streetsin Washington city, 
of Congress, all the ailanthus trees, $500. 

> 


l wish simply to | 


\ He was a Democratic Mayor. | 
Mr. JONES, The Constitution requires the |, 
appointment of inferior officers to be vested in the : 


s s I offer the follow- | 
ing amendment, to come in at the end of the sec- !: 


under the control : 


The clause in the bill to which.] offer this as 
an amendment provides an appropriation for pur- 
chasing trees to be planted upon the public 
| grounds. . L think every gentleman who was here 
| during the two or three weeks that that tree was in 
bloom will be satisfied of the necessity and itn- 
portance of ridding the city of it; and the amend- 
ment [ have offered provides an appropriation of 
$500 for that purpose. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose the following 
amendment, to come in after line nine hundred 
and sixty-four: 

For the Capitol extension, $750,000. 


That is the estimate of the Department. 

[Cries of“ Question!” “ Question !”] 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I offer the fol- 
lowing as an amendment to that amendment: 

Provided, That every and ail persons who have been, or 
may be appointed hereafter to disburse the money which is 
now, or may be hereafter appropriated for the building or 
repatrs of any of the edifices or structures for which appro- 
priatious are made in this act, and who are aot now re- 
quired by law to give bond and security, shall give bond 
and security, with good sureties in sufficient penalty, to be 
approved of by the head of the Deparunent under which 
such distribution is to be made, or by the President of the 
United -tates, when the work shall be specifically under 
| his direction. ` 
A very large portion of the persons into whose 
i hands the money we are now appropriating for 
buildings and other structures, will go for dis- 
bursement, are performing that duty without 
giving any bond or security to the Government 
for its faithful application. We require bond 
from all civil officers entrusted with public funds, 
and there is no reason why it should not be re- 
quired from all others. Ifa poor widow receives 
the office of postmistress, where the revenues 
scarcely exceed ten dollars per year, she is re- 
quired to give bond, because the law demands it. 
Immense amounts of money, in some cases over 
a million of dollars, are disbursed by officers of the 
Army in civil service, and not one centof security 
is required. T'he reason these officers are exempt 
from giving bond, is simply because no law com- 
pels it. { propose now to change the practice, 
and require them to be bound by the same obliga- 
tions which are imposed upon civilians. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My own opinion 
in that matter is, that the whole system of taking 
security from public officers is wrong in principle. 
What right have we to require two or three men 
to become respousible for a person to disburse 
money for the Government, in which work they 
have no more interest than the twenty-five mil- 
lions of people of the country? It is the Gov- 
ernment that requires the services to be performed; 
and the Government—that is, the whole people 
of the country—are better able, if they make a 
bad selection of officers, to bear-the logs, than one 
or two or threemenare. It is wrong for the Gov- 
ernment to require security from anybody. They 
i Select the officer, and give him his appointment; 
and if they appoint an improper person, who fails 
to act fairly, let the whole country be his security. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Srawron’s 
amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurring on Mr. Housron’s 
amendment, as amended; it was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | offer the follow- 


ing amendment, under the instruction of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means: 


For campensation of one watehman, to be ae at 
he building Jying south of the Capitol, used as publie 


t 

stables and carpenter shop, S500. 
The reason for this amendment is, that there 

have been recently attempts made to fire these 


; seriously injured, and, therefore, it is proposed to 
employ a watchman there. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


i 

j 

| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
| under the instructions of the Committee on the 
! Public Buildings and Grounds: 


; Section of Peunsylvania avenue with New Hampshire 
avenue and K and Twenty-third streets, and improving 


| For taking up, relaying,.and for repairing old foot pave- 
; ments, and making new ones around the public squares, 
| buitdinge. and reservations, $10,000. 


I offer the following, į 


| 
H 
| 
i 
i 
i 
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For altering the Streets, repairing, &c., in front of the 
eastern wing of the Patent Office building, putting up iron 
railing, flagging footways, putting in order yards, and paint- 
ing new saloon of Patent Otce in freseo, $14,250. 

For painting and repairs inside of the Capito}, new fur- 
naces under the Senate Chamber, and Supreme. Court 
room, &e., $5,000. 

For permanent repair of the roof of the Capitol with 
; capper, where it was temporarily repaired with tin, after 
the burning of the library of Congress, $2,000. 

For completing the improvement of Pennsylvania avenue 
west of Seventeenth street west, $9,000. 


L-have a letter from the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings, in which he says that all these items 
have received the sanction of the Secretary of the 
Interior. I will have it read, if the committee 
wish to hear it. 


Mr. HOUSTON. - I suppose these appropri- 
ations are, in almost every case, wrong. The 
Committee of Ways and Means have examined 
these items. Two or three. items, Í think, make 
provision for iron flagging for relaying the Patent 
Offce. From the reading of the amendment, I 
| think the gentleman has copied his amendment 
from the estimates of the Commissioner of Public 
| Buildings. Thisis all wrong. There is no such 
thing as iron flagging contemplated. 

Mr. TAYLOR. ‘The item to which the gen- 
tleman alludes is for iron railing. 


Mr. HOUSTON. It is for iron railing and 
flagging, I believe the gentieman has copied his 
amendment from the letter of the Commissioner; 
but I hope that letter will be read. ; 

Mr. TAYLOR. Let the letter be read. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I have waived my right to 
speak, in order to have the letter read. 1 hope 
there will be no objection. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I really hope the gentleman 
i from Georgia will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. SEWARD, I do not. I do not want 
| these officers of the Government to come here and 
make speeches before this House. 


Mr. LETCHER. | move to strike out the first 
item in the amendment. : 

Now let us have the letter read in my five min- 
utes; but first, I want to say that my object in 
having these letters read is, that they may-go 
upon the record. I want to know who is respon- 
sible for these recommendations. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire also to state my ob- 
| jection to the reading of these letters. They are 
from the heads of the Departments or Bureaus, 
and designed to dictate what this legislative body 
shall do. It is a means by which they come here 
| into this House and make speeches. I withdraw 
‘my objection. 
| The letter was then read, as follows: 


| OFFICE COMMISSIONER Pug. Buttpines, Caprron U, S. 
i Crary oF WASHINGTON, June 14, 1854, 

| [most respectfully eall the attention of the Committee 
‘on Public Buildings and Grounds to the following facts 

| Among the estimates submitted to.Congress by the Sec- 
i retary of the Interior are the following, which have not 
| been inserted in the general appropriation bill by the Com- 
mittee of Ways aud Means. T kuow not for what reason 
| they were omitted, and can only say that many of them 
| are usual, and that they are all necessary for the public 
service, viz: 

For fuel for the President’s House, $1,000, 

For aturnace-Keeper at the President?’s House, $365, 

For inclosing with an iron fence the circle at the inter- 
section of Pennsylvania avenue with New Hampshire 
avenue, and K and Twenty-third streets, and improving 
the same, $10,000, 

For iron railing and flagging in front of the old portion 
of the Patent Office Building, &c., £5,730. 

Por taking up, repairing, and relaying old foot pavements, 
and making new ones around the public buildings, and res- 
ervations, $10,000. 

For paving the sidewalk in front of the President’s 
House, $1) ,500. 

For altering the streets, repairing, &c., in frontof the east 
|! wing of the Patent Office Building, putting up iron railing, 
i flagging footway, putting in order yards, painting new sa- 
| loon of Patent Office in fresco, &e., 814,250, 

l For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, new fur- 
l! naces under the Senate Chamber and Supreme Courtroom, 

&e., $5,000. 

(Most of this work has been done.) 

For permanent repair with copper of the roof of the 
| Capitol whereit was temporarily repaired with tin, afier 
| the burning of the library, 62,000, 


i 
i 
i 


|: Por completing the improvement of Pennsylvania ave- 


| nue west of Seventeenth street west, $9,000. 
| Thad the honor to submit directly to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, on the 301h day of January tast, sundry es- 


_timates of appropriations for publie buildings, strects, 

grounds, &c., which are printed and contained in miscél- 

laneous document of the House of Represeutatives, No. 11. 

| Some of those estimates I regard of very great import- 

ance to the United States, and hope that the committee'will 

| think proper to recommend them to the House for adoption. 
I respecttully specify tie following, viz + 


1854. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


* -For watchman and messenger inside of the President's 
House, ($500 each,) @1,000. 

For removing fences, &c., preparatory to extension of 
Capital square, $15,000. 

For additional lighting consequent on the increase of 
ight on Pennsylvania avenue, and to keep the lamps 
. Hghted through the night, (in addition to regular appropria- 
tion,) $13,600, 

Forgrading and graveling Delaware avenue, &c., $4,080. 

The general appropriation bill, lines nine hundred and 
twenty-nine, nine hundred and thirty, and nine hundred 
and thirty-one contain the appropriation for the sixteen 
men. 

Should the committee comply with Mr. Maher’s request, 
an amendment to read as follows, in lieu of it, would be 
proper: i i 

‘© For compensation to twenty-two laborers in the public 
grounds aud President’s garden, at $40 per month each, 
$10,500 60: Provided, That fifteen of said men shall be 
employed in the grounds about the Capitol, and such pub- | 
lic reservations aud streets as are under the supervision of 
the public gardener, and the other six at the grounds around 
the Presidential Mansion.’ 

Porinclosing Franklin square, &e., $16,550. 

For inclosing and improving two triangular spaces on 
Pennsylvania avenue, &e., 89,000. | 

For extending the culvert across Tiber creck from Penn- | 
sylvania avenue to the north side of B street north, | 
$28,600. 

(i regard this as one of the most important improvements 
in this city, so far as regards health aud corafort.) 

To pay two men in charge of the green-house at the 
Presidenvs, one to be foreman, $1,080, | 

Although I believe most of the estimates, and perhaps all, | 
submitted by me as important, those above referred to are | 
particularly so—-some of them so much so that the public ; 
service will suffer if they are not made. 

I am, with great respect, the committee’s obedient ser- 
vaut, 


Commissioner of Public Buildings. 

Before the reading was finished, 

Mr. LETCHER said: That will do. This is 
but a recapitulation of the amendment itself. I 
want to know the reason for making these appro- 
priations. Here is an appropriation for a furnace 
keeper for the President’s House. Now, the 
furnaces at the President’s House have not hereto- 
fore been without a keeper. Who has attended to 
them? ; 

Mr. TAYLOR. The letter of the Commissioner 
‘of Public Buildings will probably show, if the 
gentleman will allow the reading to be finished. 

Mr. LETCHER. No, sir; L see how it is. 
‘The gentleman from Ohio has merely copied the | 
letter of the Commissioner in his amendment. i 

Mr. TAYLOR: The estimates for which the! 
amendment provides are contained inthe letter. | 

Mr. LETCHER. But that is not what I what | 
to know. I want the reason. Who takes careof | 


the President’s furnaces now? |i 


Mr. TAYLOR. I can only state to the gentle- 
man that the Committee on the Public Buildings | 
and Grounds received this communication from , 
the Commissioner of the Public Buildings and | 
Grounds, and I suppose he has charge of them. 

Mr. LETCHER. That is exactly my idea 
about it. The Committee on the Public Buildings 
and Grounds received this communication from 
the Commissioner of the Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and then, without making any inquiry 
into the matter, they come here, present the 
amendment, and say that because he is the Com- 
missioner, appointed by the President, this House 
must swallow whatever he chooses to offer. Sir, | 
Ido not belong to any such squad, which rec- | 
ognizes the right of any official in this Govern- | 
ment to come here and require me to swallow a 
dose, unless he can assign a good reason for it 
before he does. require it. 

Now, when this Committee on the Public: 
Buildings and Grounds come here, they ought to 
‘be ready to explain the necessity for this matter. 
We ought not to have been asked to take it on 
trust, merely because an officer of the Govern- 
ment says so. Why, sir, it looks as if persons | 
who wanted office were rather more numerous 
than the offices themselves; hence this proposition | 
to create the new office of furnace-keeper under 
the President’s House. 

Mr. TAYLOR. It is a matter of perfect 
indifference to me whether any of these ap- 
propriations are made or not. The gentleman’s | 
economy seems to grow larger and more strict | 
while there is a Democratic President in the | 
White House. I have no objection to it. [take : 
it for granted that a committee of this House 
not required to ran all over the public buildings | 
and grounds; and that if they inquire, officially, | 
what is wanted for keeping up and repairing the | 
public buildings and grounds, they have done 
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the usual appropriation. f do not understand 
that there is anything unusual in the items of 
‘appropriation } have submitted for the adoption 


| of the committee. 


The gentleman from Alabama states that the 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings and 
Grounds asks for iron flagging for the walk in 
front of the Patent Office. He has asked for no 
such thing; neither. have the Committee on 
the Public Building and Grounds recommended it. 
We recommended what the Commissioner of the 
Public Buildings and Grounds, in an official let- 
ter to the committee, said the Secretary of the In- 
terior recommended; and I state to the gentleman 
from Virginia, that his own Secretary has recom- 
mended these things. The Committee on the 
Public Buildings and Grounds were liberally dis- 
posed to grant them. 

Itis a mattér of perfect indifference to me wheth- 
er one dollar be appropriated or not; but acting as 
a member of the House, and considering the re- 
commendations of the Secretary of the Interior as 
proper ones, not unusual, I, for one, consented to 
‘these amendments. 1 desired to appropriate lib- 
erally for the public buildings and grounds of this 
city. lt is said by the Commissioner that the 
amendments were presented to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, but were rejected; why, | know 
not. Did the gentlemen of that committee go and 
examine these buildings and grounds in person? If 
they did, they lessened, in my opinion, their re- 
spectability very much. 1 am sure that I would 
not go in person to these places and examine 
whether every dollar and cent was required. If 
these thingsarecommunicated officially bythe Com- 
missioner of the Public Buildings and Grounds, 
and the Secretary of the Interior, as necessary, ! 
do not think that I, as one of the members of the 
Committee on the Public Buildings and Grounds 
can be upbraided for submitting them to the con- 
sideration of this body by the instructions of that 
committee. Not at all. I do not offer these 
amendments in my individual capacity as a Rep- 
resentative from the State of Ohio. 1 offer them 
by instruction of the Committee on the Public 
Buildings and Grounds; and | am unwilling to be 
reproached for asking the usual appropriations to 
keep the public buildings and grounds in order. 

If this House reject these appropriations, be it 
so. I donot care whether you appropriate a dol- 
lar to keep the President’s House inorder or not; 
but I believe, as a Representative of the people, 
that we ought to make the necessary and reason- 
able appropriations to keep up the public property. 
You should make Washington city creditable to 
the nation, and not niggardly inquire into the 
wood burned at the President’s; whether we will 
| take care of the trees planted on your avenues 
and in the grounds, or whether we will allow the 
public gardener six additional hands when his 
duty is doubled. I do notinquire into such econ- 
omy as that; and if I were chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, | would not under- 


‘| take to say that the public gardener did not require 


additional assistance. For one, I have discharged 
| my duty. I have offered the amendments as | 
was instructed by the committee of which I ama 
member, and it rests witn the. House whether 
they are adopted or not. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to strike out all ex- 
cept the last clause of the amendment. I do so 
in order that I may say that the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Tayror] is one of the last men I would 
undertake to reproach, either here or elsewhere, 
as I entertain for him the highest personal respect. 
But it does seem to me, however, that some 
of the doctrines laid down by that gentleman are 
the most extraordinary that I have ever heard 
broached. The gentleman says it is enough for 
him to know that a Secretary recommends an ap- 
| propriation to authorize him to voteforit. Where, 
| then, is the necessity for this House, or any other 
legislative body, if everything that the Secretary 
of the Interior or Secretary of the Treasury or 
ny other Government official proposes, is to be 
received as entirely right and proper? i 
House and the Senate are to indorse all proposi- 
tions because they come from Government ofi- 
| cials, then, sir, they are ceriainly very useless 
bodies. lhoid that when the Secretary of the 


their full duty. I understand that the House of | 
‘Representatives will, on official statement, vote! 


| Interior makes a recommendation, that he Stands 
before this House exactly as any individual 


If thej 


stands who: eomes here with a private ólaim: I 
maintain that the Committee on Public Buildings, 
|.the Committee of Claims, the Committee’ on the 
Judiciary, and, indeed, all. other. committees; are 
organized with a view to protect this House; by 
‘a careful examination of the matters that may 
| be submitted to them, so that they: may be:enabled 
to state, when these questions come ‘up: for éon- 
siderations whether they areright or wrong. T,as’a 
Representative of the people,-do-not acknowledge 
the right ofany Secretary under this Administra- 
tion, as I-did “not admit the right of any Secre- 
tary under the last. Administration, to tell me that 
here is a recommendation, and because: fi have 
made it, you have no right to cavil-aboutit. If 
this doctrine is to be carried out; representative 
responsibility and representative independence, 
willbe soon destroyed. The recommendations of 
Government officers should be subjected to ‘the 
same examination to which propositions of other 
individuals are subjected that ‘come ‘before this 
House for appropriations. Do they occupy: a 
higher ground than individual claimants who come 
here? They occupy-a ‘higher official station, to 
be sure, but they:are entitled to no greater: consid- 
j eration than individual:claimants-who come. here 
‘with claims that they believe to be juste- Com- 
mittees are organized to investigate these cases; 
and, by investigation, to satisfy the House that 
they are right. [ take it, if these propositions 
were all important, and it was necessary that an 
appropriation should be made to carry them out, 
that the Committee on Public Buildings’ and 
Grounds would be enabled to-furnish the House 
with satisfactory reasons in favor of each and 
every item. ‘In addition to that, if they were rea- 
sonable and necessary, I take it that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, the official organ of this 
House, so far, at least, as itsexpenditures are con- 
cerned, would have been furnished such light upon 
this subject as would show that these appropria- 
tions were required by the public interests. to be 
made. Instead of that, the Committee of ‘Ways 
and Means have not been furnished: with informa- 
tion which would authorize them to say thatthe 
appropriation is necessary. All we have to justify 
our action is what the Commissioner of ‘Public 
| Buildings has said to the Sedretary of thednterior, 
and what the Secretary, relying: upon the: Com- 
missioner’s recommendation, -has proposed . for 
adoption by this House. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. When the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means offer-a proposition to 
purchase trees, and plants and to make hot-bedg, the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer} makes 
no objection. He makes no inquiry as to the 
propriety of granting the appropriation, but takes 
it for granted that that committee has- done. its 
duty, as I have no doubt it has.. They then go 
| on and make appropriations of ‘$22,000 for light- 
ing the President’s House, and. keeping the public 
grounds. in repair, &e. "To this the gentleman 
| from Virginia [Mr. Letcner] takes no excep- 
ition, But the very moment that the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds thinks proper 
| to offer, through me—in the absence of the chair- 
man, the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Craice,] detained from his seat by sickness—an 
amendment, he comes in and takes exception. 
Now, it is not an amendment which we have not 
examined, as the gentleman supposes; for we have 
got the best information in our power in’ relation 
to it. And what is that information? Why, we 
requested a gentleman connected with the public 
service, whom we supposed to be the best ac- 
quainted with the matter, to give us-all the inform- 
ation he possessed in regard-to it. This we got; 
and I venture to say there is nota committee in 
this House better informed on any subject re- 
ported by it. 

The gentleman does not surely pretend to say 
that the Committee of Ways and Means have 
gone and inquired the price of painting the Cap- 
| itol, or of lighting it. They have not gone into 
the market themselves to prosecute such inquities. 
But they merely get the estimates from the proper 
sources, and act on them. Í take it for granted, 
therefore, that the gentleman does not require the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds to 
ask what is to be paid for buying paint for the 
President’s House, or for what amount it can be 
lighted; but simply to act on the estimates. 

Mr. LETCHER,. -Will-the gentleman from 
i Ohio permit me to interrupthim for a moment? 
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Mr. TAYLOR. Yes, for a moment only. 

Mr. LETCHER. What I wish to say to the 
gentleman from Ohio is simply this: that I take it, 
when a committee comes here and.indorses de- 
mands on the public Treasury, such committee has 
means of knowing whether the demand ought to 
be complied with. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Lrise to a point of order. I 
do not think that the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Taycor,] or the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Lercuer,| bave any right to cavil over this 
amendment, and speak both of: them two or three 
times on it, as they have done. 1 do not think 
that they have a right to do so. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is constrained 
to. overrule the point of order raised by the gentle- 
man from Georgia. : 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Very well, [have to yield. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Asl said, Mr. Chairman, in 
the beginning of my remarks, I regret that this 
amendment was not offered by. the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Craice,] who happened to 
be sick at the time that I was instructed to offer 
it. l have done my duty in respect to these mat- 
ters. [have got all the information about them 
that I could; and I believe that it would promote 


the publicservicetoadupttheamendment. Having | 


said thus much, | leave it entirely to the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. MACE. I movethatthe committee do now 
rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. To save the trouble of 
taking two votes, L withdraw my amendment to 
the amendment, and will let the vote be taken on 
the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to strike 
out the first three items in the amendment, merely 
for the purpose of asking the gentleman from Ohio, 


if l understood him to say that there is nothing | 


unusual in that amendment? Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, itis the first time, { believe, that there has 
been an appropriation made to furnish fuel for the 
President’s House; and this isa commencement of 
that expense. It is the first time, too, for us to 
furnish a furnace keeper forthe President’s House. 
‘These are new items. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Lam notaware of any reason 
why we should not furnish fuel for the President’s 
House as weil as forthe Capitol. In my opinion 
the President’s House ought to be kept comforta- 
ble for the reception of the people whenever they 
go to see the Executive there. We ought there- 
fore to make appropriations for fuel there as well 
as here. Indeed, | would go for making the House 
more comfortable and more extensive than it is. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My experience in 
legislation is, that there has never been a wrong or 
an outrage committed upon the people through 
the Legislature, but it has been committed in the 
name of the people, 

Mr. TAYLOR, Yes, sir, and this is recom- 
mended hy your own Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. JONES. [acknowledge no recommenda- 
tion of a Secretary, except such as I think ad- 
vances the good of the country. I disown all 
Secretaries, except so far as their recommenda- 
tions tend to that object. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. [desire to say 
thatthe necessity for these two appropriations grows 
out of the fact that, at the last session of Congress, 
we made an appropriation of $25,000 for the pur- 
pose of remodeling the interior of the President’s 
tlouse. The furnaces, which did not exist before, 
were then put into the House, and until that ap- 
propriation was made there was no necessity for a 
furnace keeper, and no necessity for the fuel now 
asked for, We have built the furnaces and put 


them there, but we have no power to compel the | 


President to use them, and if the people who go 
there want the House warm, we ought to supply 
the fuel. The furnaces never existed before, and 
consequently no appropriation of this kind has 
before been asked for, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, by unanimous con- 
sent, then withdrew his amendment. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Tay- 
Lor’s amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Jofferanotheramend- 


ment, as | am instructed to do by the Committee | 


on Public Buildings and Grounds. The appro- 
priationsare recommended by the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings and Grounds, in the letter which 
has already been read. 


| 


i House, at $500 per annum each, $1,000. 


| one item in it, of $28,000 for extending the cul- 


! ing amendment: 


tof said House, of September 28, 1850, one hundr 


: entitled to them under the resolution of the House of Rep 
| resentalives of July 26, 1852, one hundred and forty three 
> sets, of twenty four volumes each, from the sixteenth to 
: the fortieth, inclusive, in all three thousand fonr hundred 


: ceedings of the House of Rep 


: hundred and twelve, at S64 


i House of Representatives for the second session of the ; 


The amendment was reported, as follows: 
For a watchman and messenger inside of the President’s 


For removing fences, &c., preparatory to the extension 
of the Capitol Square, incident to erection of the new 
wings, $15,000. 

For additional lighting consequent on the increase of 
lighton Pennsylvania avenue, and where the streets in the 
icinity of the Capitol are blocked ep with building mate 
rial, and to keep the lamps lighted through the night, (in 
addition to the regular appropriation,) 813.000. 

For grading and graveling Delaware avtnue, &c., $4,080. 

For inelosing Franklin Square with an iron fence, and 
improving said square, $16,550. 

For inclosing and improving two triangular spaces on 
Pennsylvania avenue, 89,000. 

For extending the culvert across Tiber creek from Penn- 
sylvania avenue to the north side of B street north, $23,608. 

To pay two men in charge of the green house at the 
Presidents, one to be foreman, $1,080. 

Provided, That when said Delaware avenue is opened 
and graded as far as M street north, the direction thereof : 


shall be so changed, that said avenue may. ruu paralel | 
with Second street cast, to Boundary street, so that said , 
Second street and said avenue may form one street ofthe | 
width of one hundred and sixty feet, between squares i 
seven hundred and forty seven, aud seven bundred and ten, i 
and seven hundred and eleven, as laid down on the plan | 
of the city of Washington. ‘This being npon condition, | 
that the owner or owners of any private property through | 
which said streets are hereby changed, may pass, shall re- ' 
lease the United States from alt damage that may he sus- 

tained by them iu consequence of the contemplated change. | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise a question | 
of order upon thatamendment. There is, at least, 


vert across Tiber Creek, from Pennsylvania 
avenue to the north side of Bstreet north, which | 
takes it across private property, 1 think. | 

There is another item for removing fences, pre- | 
paratory to extending the Capitol grounds, inci- | 
dent to the erection of the new wings. 

There is no law authorizing either of these || 
works, and therefore these items of the amend- 
ment are not in order, 


Mr. TAYLOR. I will not detain the commit- : 
tee by any remarks, but will ask to have the latter 
part of the letter of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings read, which I sent to the Clerk’s desk | 
half an hour ago. 

“The letter was read as inserted above. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the | 
item alluded to by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
for extending the culvert across Tiber creek, if | 
it be true that it be private property, would not 
be in order. The Chair desires to know whether 
it be true that it is private property ? 

Mr. TAYLOR. I do not‘know if the Commis- 
sioner states in his letter whether it is or not. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest 
that the amendment might be in order if the gen- 
tleman would modify it by striking out that item. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Iwill so modify it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will withdraw his question of order, |! 
and that the committee will vote the whole amend 
ment down, It involves too much, it seems to me, |! 
to allow it to pass. |i 

Mr. JONES. will withdraw my question of : 
order. | 

The question was then taken; and the amend- | 
ment was not agreed to, | 

i 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. {f offerthe follow- | 


i 


1 
i! 
| 

WW 


i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


For payment of the Annals of Congress for the House 
library of the House of Representatives, under res 


each volume, from the twenty third to the fortieth, both 
included, in all one thousand seven hundred volumes, at 
$5 per value, 88,500. 

For payment of the Annals of Congress for one hundred 
and forty three members of the Thirty-Second Congress, | 


and thirty two volumes, at $5 per volume, 17,180. 

For reporting and pubjishing in the Daily Globe two 
thousand eight hundred and sixty- five columns of the pro- 
natives, for the first 
session of the Thirty-Phird Congress, at $7 50 per column 
$21,487 50. 

For twenty-four copies of the Congressional Giohe and ’ 
Appendix for the fir-t session of the Thirty Third Con 
gress, for each member and Delegate of the House of Rep 
resentatives, making an aggregate of five thousand seven : 
Copr, $34,416. i 
r binding the Congressional Globe and Appendix for! 
irst session of the Thirty-Third Congress, 913,766 40. | 
For reporting and publishing in the Daily Globe one 


hundred and fifty-one columns of the proceedings uf the i 


Thiriy-Second Congress, at $7 50 a column, $1,132 50, 


Twenty-Sixth to the Thirty-Second Congress, inclusive, 
being at $17 27 and two mills a volunre, $635 20. 

For payment of a balance due for the second and third 
volumes of the fifth series of the Documentary History un- 
der contract with the Secretary of State, $173.. 

For one hundred copies of the, Congressional Globe and 
Appendix for the first session of the Thirty Third Congress 
for flouse library, $600, and for binding the same. #240, 

For one hundred copies of the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix for the second session of the Thirty-Third Con- 
gress, for House library, 3200, and for binding the same, 
$120. : 


The amendment is offered in pursuance of the 


| instruction of the Committee of Waysand Means. 


It is authorized by resolutions heretofore adopted 
by this House. 

Mr. HAVEN. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the gentleman’s amendment. Though 
an unusual thing for me, | move an amendment 
authorizing the appropriation of $3,000 to enable 
Mr. Rives to pay the reporters of this House for 
the Globe the Same additional compensation that 
they received at the last session. They are here 
all the time that we are, and, besides, work at night. 
With the addition proposed, their salaries will 
average $1,500 per annum. 

. Mr. JONES. 1 would prefer if the gentleman 
would withhold his amendment, and introduce it 
as an independent proposition, 

Mr. HAVEN. Would it be in order as a sepa- 
rate amendment? 
Mr. JONES. 

then as now. 

(Cries of “ Let the amendment be read !”"] 

Mr. HAVEN. I offer the amendment, and it 
is for an increase which ought to be paid to these 
gentlemen. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

To enable John C. Rives to pay, to the reporters of the 
House, forthe Congressional Globe, the same amount of 
additional compensation for reporting this session as was 
paid them at the last, the sum of $3,000) is hereby appropri- 
ated; and the Clerk of this House is hereby authorized to 
pay the same to said Rives, to be applied by him for that 
purpose.?? 

Mr. JONE Is the amendment in order? Is 
there any law authorizing reporters for this body, 
other than that giving Mr. Rives $7 50 per col- 
umn for reporting the proceedings of the House? 
These gentlemen are not salaried officers. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair has some doubt 
about the amendment, The action of the House, 
at the Jast session, is favorable to the amendment, 

Mr. JONES. The increase of the last session 
was by separate resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. The recollection of the 
Chair is that it was provided for by an amend- 
ment to the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, The Chair thinks theamendment is in order 
under the precedent, and under the precedent 
alone. 

The amendment to the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Jonges’s amendment, as amended, was 
agreed to. 


Mr. FULLER. 
ment: 

For the erection of a suitable building for enstom-house, 
court-room, and post office at Portland, Maine.in conformity 
with the plan and estimates of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, upon the site where the old one wasburned, 200,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is that amendment in order? 

The part of the bill relating to custom-houses, 
and which is distinct of itself, has been passed 
long since. Can the committee go back now? 
_ The CIIAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that to entertain the amendment would be sub- 
tantially to recur to a practice never allowed by the 
committee. 

Mr. FULLER. This amendment does not re- 
late to anything that we have passed. It is apro- 
peramendment, because it does not originate a new 
work; but it relates to a work for which appropria- 
tions have been made heretofore. Iam notaware 
of any rule by which the committee are precluded 


It would be as much in order 


I offer the following amend- 


: from considering this amendment, or that they are 


bound to consider subjects of a kindred character 
precisely in the same connection, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
the amendmentis not in order, because, in the first 
place, the committee have passed over that part of 
the bill making appropriations for custom- houses. 
The practice has been uniform here not to allow a 
recurrence to what has already been passed, except 
by the unanimous consent of the committee, As 


+h 1 + 
To pay a deficiency in the appropriation for eight hun- | to the point suggested by the gentleman from 


dred copies of the Documentary History, purchased for the 
new members of the House of Representatives, from the 


H 
ti 


Maine, that itis an amendment relating to an old 
4 work for which an appropriation is now proposed 
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another amendment to propose from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 11 is as follows: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That hereafter the 
Warden of the penitentiary of the United States for the 


to be made, it might have been in order under 
the head of ‘‘ Miscellaneous.”’ a 

Mr. FULLER. Can! offer it as an additional 
section ? 

The CHAIRMAN.. The Chair thinks that it 
would not be in order. 

Mr. FULLER. Taking a different view of |; 
this question, Í shall be compelled to appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I move that 
the committee rise and report the bill. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not in or- 
der while an amendment is pending. The gen- 
teman from Maine proposes an amendment, ;| 
which was read in the hearing of the committee. 
The Chair rules that the amendment is not in 
order, upon the ground that it relates to a portion 
of the bill that has already been passed. The 
question now is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?” 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I would in- 
quire whether there has been any appropriation 
made for the building of this custom-house since 
it was burned? If there has been none, it is cer- | 
tainly an amendment which cannot be authorized | 
by law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is obliged to : 
the gentleman from Tennessee for the suggestion į 
he bas made, and considers that another reason | 
why the amendment is not in order. 

The question was taken upon the appeal; and 
the decision of the Chair was sustaihed. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of the bill: 


Provided, That, on the fourth day of March next, the | 
clerks in the several Departments of the Government shall 
be, as nearly as practicable, equally apportioned among the 
several congressional districts; aud that thereafter all ap 
pointments of clerks in the said Departments shall be made | 
as nearly equally as practicable from the said congressional |; 
districts: Aad provided further, That each of the heads 
of the Departments aforesaid shall keep a register, in which 
shall be entered the names of all the clerks in their re- 
spective Departments, with the name of the State and the 
number of the congressional district from which each 
elerk has been appointed ; and whieh register shall be | 
deemed a public record, and open to the inspection of all | 
persons interested. 


Mr. GREENWOOD, I rise to a point of 
order. I submit that the amendment offered by . 
the gentleman from Indiana is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. I submit to the ruling of the 
Chair. 

Mr.HAVEN. [now offer the following asan 
additional section of the bill from the Committee 


of Ways and Means: 
Sec.2. Be it further enaeted, That the provisions of an 


act approved March 2, 1853, entitled * An act to provide 
compensation to such persons as may be designated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to receive and keep the public 
money, under the fifteenth section of the act of 6th August, 
1846, ‘for the additional services required under that act,’ 
be extended ta the coffectors on the northern, norihwestern 
and northeastern lakes and rivers; which compensation 
will remain as fixed by the fourth section of the act ap- 
proved Mareh 2, 1851, chapter 9, ifthe said collectors have 
been. or shall be, designated depositaries . it having been | 
decided by the accounting officers ofthe Treasury, that said 

collectors, having fixed saluries, not changed by emolu 
ments, were paid their maximum allowed by Jaw, although 
much less than the maximum alowed to other collectors, | 
and that, therefore, this could not be allowed them legaily.”? | 


a 
Mr. SEWARD. I rise to a question of order. ' 
I submit that that amendment is not in order, for | 
two reasons: First, that it is not germane to the | 
main question, and, secondly, that it is not intel- | 
ligible. 

“Mr. HAVEN. I notice that there were certain 
moneys ($14,000) appropriated for the purpose 
two years ago, and I thus propose to make distri- 
bution of these moneys so appropriated by law. 

Mr. SEWARD. it has no connection with | 
the bill. : 

The CHAIRMAN. 
pendent section, 

Mr.SEWARD. But upon the very same prin- 
ciple the Chair ruled out an amendment regulating ; 
the pay of clerks. This is a provision about the | 
pay of eollectors, It is virtually a provision to in- 
crease their salaries. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion : 
that the proposition of the gentleman from New i 


Buildings and Grounds shall make to the Secretary of the 
Interior annnatly, in time to accompany the annual mes- 
sage of the President to Congress, report of their opera- 
tions for the preceding year, and of the manner in which 
all appropriations have been applied respectively. And 
that all estim ves of the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
and Grounds shall hereafter be approved and submitted by. 
the Secretary of the Interior annually, through the Treas 

i ury Department, as other estimates, to the two Houses of 
Congress. And further, that all appropriations which are 
herein made, or may be hereafter made, for repairs or im- 
provement of the public bundings, grounds, and streets, 
: within the District of Columbia, and now ander the charge 
i of the Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, shall 
` be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and that all Jaws or parts of laws inconsistent with 
this section, shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


The office of the Commissioner of Public Build- 
; ings is now a bureau of the Interior Depariment, 
| This section is to require that officer to submit his 
estimates through the Department of the Interior, 
and also to besubject to the Secretary of the Inte- 


i 
j 
; 
i 
is recommended by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and by the Secretary of the Interior. 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I move that the committee do 
now rise, and report the bill to the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 


j resumed the chair, the chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, had had under consideration the Union 


priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government, for the year ending June 30, 
1855, and had instructed him to report the same 
back, with sundry amendments. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
previous question on the bill. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
Here a message was received from the Senate, 


I call for the 


ing the House thatthat body had passed a bill of 
the following title, in which it asked the concur- 
rence of the House: 

S. No. 432. An act to vest in the several States 
‘and Territories, the title in fee of the lands which 
have been or may be certified to them. 

And also, that it had passed a bill of the House 
of the following tide, without amendment: 

H. R. No. 315. An act to establish the offices 
of surveyor general of New Mexico, Kansas, and 
Nebraska, to grant donations to actual settlers 
therein; and for other purposes. 


FREE NAVIGATION OF THE AMAZON. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I have a resolution to 
offer, asking for information. 
The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
ows: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to commu- 
| nieate totbis House, if norineompatible with the public in- 
terests, copies of all correspondence between either of the 
State Department or our Minister and the South American 
Governments with reference to the free navigation of the 
Amazon.’? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I object to 


that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House thereupon (at four o’clock, p. m.) 
adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 6, 1854. 

Prayer by Rev. Henry SLICER. 

The Journalofyesterday was read and approved. 
CONNECTICUT ON THE NEBRASKA BILL. 

Mr. GILLETTE. Mr. President, I present 
to the Senate a series of resolutions which have 
been passed by the Legislature of Connecticut. 


Tt is offered as an inde 


and printed. 


Fork is nar in order, bake aea Smiet ihe EMY boliar or hs Gaverumieul 
3 RAT AT it ijo e United States, ti e i erume 

Mr. CLING MAN. I move meethe comming was to discourage, restrict, and repress slavery, and where- 

do now rise and report the bill to the House. as the National Government has been swerved from its 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Notyet. Ihave: 


BEL 


Jistrict of Columbia, and the Commissioner of Publie | 


rior in his disbursements in this city. The section |; 
So the committee rose, and the Speaker having | 


generally, and particularly the bill making appro- į 


by Asnury Dicxins, Esq., its Secretary, notify- | 


the introduction of that resolution, and I move : 


} ask that they may be read, laid upon the table, | 


The Secretary read the resolutions, as follows: | 


original course on this subject, and whereas, the compro» ; 


3 > : 
i; mise of 1820, by.which slavery..was prohibited in. all the 
territory then held by. the United: States, north, of 36° 307, 
has been repealed by act of Congress, and whereas, it is 
proper, in view of this calamitous and’ unexpected event, 
that the State of Connectient should ‘proclaim Der pringi- 
ples, and the line of policy she proposes to pursue, iit rela- 
tion to the subject of slavery, now therefore, í 

Resolved by this Assemity, itt the name and in behalf 
of the people of this State, that we still ‘cherish: the great 
principles of the Constitution, and: based upon tbese prin- 
ciples, the Union of these United States. EGS : 

Resolved, That the Federal Constitution, ordained to 
form a more perfect onion, to establish justice, and to 
secure the blessings of liberty, @xpressly denivs-to the Gen- 
eral Government the power to deprive any person-of life, 
liberty, or property, whhout due process of law, and thar 
the Government, having no more power to establish slavery 
than to establish a monarchy, should at ouce proceed to 
relieve itsel! from all responsibility for the existence of 
į slavery, wherever it possesses constitutional power to tegis- 
! fate for its extinction. - 

Resolved, That this General Assembly, in view of the 
fact that the compromises heretotore made onthe subject 
of slavery, by act of Congress, have virtually been repu- 
diated and deprived af their moral foree and authority, by 
the repeal of the act preparatory to the admission of Mis- 
souri, approved Mareh 6, 1820, do declare their determina- 
tion to return to the original policy of the Government, 
funded upon the Constitution of the United States.) < 

Resolved, That in the opiniow of this General Assem- 
bly, the people of Connecticut demand the repeal of that 
part of the bill for the organization ofthe government of 
Kansas and Nebraska, whieh deelares the Missouri com- 
promise inoperative and void, and will pereevere in this 
demand until the restriction of slavery contained. in, the 
act of 1620, shall be restored to full force and effect. , 

Resoired, That the Hon. Isaac Toucey, a senator of 
the State of Connecticut, in the Congress’ of the- Uiited 
States, having, by his vote on the final passage of ‘hie: bill 
for the organization of the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska, disobeyed the solenm and deliberate instructions 
of the Legislature, and disregarded the wishes, the inter- 
ests, and the principies of the people of this State, deserves 
to be, aud hereby is, censured by this General Assembly, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the General Assembly 
are hereby tendered to such of our Senators and Represent- 
atives in the Congress of the United States, as have op- 
posed, by all legal and constitutional means, and to the hist 
extremity, the passage of the act by which the Missouri 
| compromise has been repealed. 

Resoined, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our Representatives be requesteg, to introduce into the 
Congress of the United States, and-vote in favor uf, such 
an amendment of the law commonly Kuown as the fugi- 
tive slave Jaw, as sbail secure to every person claimed 
under said law, the right of trial by jury in the State where 
such person may be arrested and hetd to bail,‘ 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans- 
mitted to our Senatorsand Representatives inthe Congress 
of the United States, to be by ther laid before that body. 


Mr. TOUCEY. A majority of the members 
of the present General Assembly of Connecticut 
have united in a resolution, professing to censure 
me for the vote I gave upon the final passage of 
the bill organizing the Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska. ‘They had previously assumed the 
right of directing my vote on that measure, in 
opposition to my constitutional. opinions—of 
making me a mere passive instrument in their 
hands, without the right to think or to act upon 
that subject—and of kindly relieving me from the 
performance of this part of the duty which the 
sovereign people of the State, through a former 
Legislature, had imposed upon meas one of their 
representatives in the Senate of the United States. 
Knowing that I had formed a deliberate opinion 
that the Missouri restriction line was unauthorized 
by the Constitation, was in direct conflict with its 
provisions, with the equality of the States and with 
the right of self-government—that I had already, 
in conformity with this. opinion, upon the first 
passage of the bill in the Senate, voted to obliter- 
ate that ufconstitutional line, and to leave it to the 
people to govern themselves, to pass their own 
laws, and to regulate their own. domestic affairs, 
and that so large and decisive was the majority 
in the Senate in favor of the measure, that my 
single vote could not, by any possibility, change 
the result; yet the majority in the Legislature had 
undertaken, notwithstanding these facts, to in- 
struct me to reverse my action, and to obey them 
rather than my own convictions of duty, under the 
| Constitution, which I had sworn to support. And 
now- the members of the General Assembly com- 
posing this majority have stepped aside from their 
appropriate duties, have overleaped the bounds 
assigned them by the constitution of the State, and 
in my absence, have passed upon me what they in- 
tend to be a vote of censure for disobeying them in- 
siead of disobeying the Constitution of the United 
States. I know the patriotism and justice of the 
people to whom Iam responsible for the faithful 
discharge of a public duty, often arduous and dif- 
ficult, and to whom they are responsible for an 
unauthorized assumption and abuse of power, and 
Iam not troubled in this matter: 
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Entertaining still the opinion that the Missouri 
restriction line was without any foundation in the 
Constitution; that there is no authority to ‘be 
found in thatinstrument for drawing a line across 
the common territory of the United States, and 
permitting the citizens of the fifteen slaveholding 

tates to have access to it with their’slave prop- 
erty, on one side of the line, and prohibiting their 
access to'it on the other; that the only power 
conferred upon Congress over the subject of sla- 
ery within the limits ef the United States is the 
express power of prohibiting the foreign. slave 
trade, and the express provision for delivering 
up fugitives from ‘labor or service; that under 
„the grants of power to make all laws necessary 
and proper to carry into execution the granted 
owers, and to make needful rules and regu- 
-lations respecting the territory or other property 
of the United States, Congress has no pretense 
for setting up a claim that any law of Congress is 
necessary, prohibiting the removal of slaves into 
a Territory where the people have a Legislature 
of their own, with power to legislate, subject. to 
the Constitution, and have, moreover, the ultimate 
power of finally disposing of the whole subject; 
that Congress has no power to add to the number 
of slaves.in the country, unless by opening the 
foreign slave trade, which, by universal consent, 
is interdicted, and will never again be opened, and 
no power to diminish their numbers, unless by 
inflicting distress and disaster upon them, which 
could never be vindicated; that while Congress 
has no power to enslave, and no power to liberate, 
the entire power of liberation is left exclusively 
with the people of the separate communities, where 
it originally belonged, where itis wisely left, and 
where it will be most safely. and beneficially 
exercised; that all political agitation on this sub- 
ject, outside of those communities where slavery 
exists, with a view to act upon them, to coerce 
them, to control them, or to accelerate their move- 
ments, is only evfl to the African population, and 
tends only to remove to an immeasurable distance 
all hopes of the amelioration of their condition and 
their final emancipation; and that this subject is 
the only one which threatens the separation of 
these States and the overthrow of the Govern- 
ment-—-it was impossible for me, entertaining 
these opinions, to vote against the Kansas and 
Nebraska bill, or to concur in the views of the 
majority of the General Assembly, or to codperate 
with them in legislative warfare against the Con- 
stitution and government of the country. 

l differ in foto from the united political parties 
which compose the present ruling majority in the 
General Assembly of Connecticut. I have never 
had any political association with either of them, 
but have been always opposed to both. L belong 
to the school of strict-constraction of the powers 
of the Federal Government, in favor of the rights 
of the Siates. Tam a strenuous advocate of the 
right, (he capacity, and the power of the people 
to manage their own affairs, when organized with 
a Legislature of their own, and as strenuously 
opposed to any external interference, from what- 
ever quarter it may come. I have the most en- 
tire confidence in the people of every communily 
within the limits of the United States, as the best 
and safest judges of every social evil that may 
exist among them, und of the time, manner, 
and measure of redress, and the most entire con- 
viction of the policy and wisdom of leaving the 
subject exclusively with them, T am hostile to 
the power of any one community to domineer 
over another community. l should be opposed 
toa community composed of the best men on 
earth, if it were possible to ascertain such in- 


dividuals, exercising irresponsible power over | 


another community, unless by becoming part and 
parcel of it. I am entirely opposed to the agita- 
tion of the slavery question at the North, where 
it has no subject to operate upon, as fraught with 
evils of the greatest magnitude, not only to theclass 
proposed to be benefited, and to the people among 
whom they dwell, but as leading inevitably, unless 
arrested, to tne subversion of the Government of 
the country. ‘These have long been my cherished 
opinions, openly avowed, well known to the people 
whom I represent; and for entertaining them, and 
for the purpose of carrying them into execution, 
more than for any other cause, I am now entitled 
to a seat in this body, 

This coalescing majority have already clearly 
and decisively manifested the principles by which 


they are governed, and. the policy they intend to 
pursue. They have appointed in the place of my | 
late colleague two honorable gentlemen, of whom 
1 would speak.only in terms of the highest respect | 
and consideration, yet belonging to two political 
organizations heretofore adverse and hostile, but | 
now .acting in friendly concert, the one strictly 
local and sectional, the other formerly embracing 
a patriotic portion of the South, from which, | 
think, it is now severed. They have proposed, |. 
by’ the concurrent action of both Houses, an 
-amendment of the State constitution, by which 
the word ‘* white”? would be stricken out from the 
qualification of electors, as they had an undoubted 
right.to do, although not long before it had been 
voted down by an overwhelming majority of the 
people. ‘They have declared by a joint resolution <; 
of both Houses, in opposition to the constitutional 
action of Congress, their ‘‘ fixed purpose never to | 
consent” ‘to theadmission of slaveholding States 
from any portion” of the territory to which the | 
Missouri restriction originally applied; thus assail- 
ing the Constitution of the United States on a vital 
point—the equality of the States. They have, by 
the concurrent action of both branches, passed an 
act in the form of a law— 


“That every person who shall falsely and maliciously 
claim, declare, represent, or pretend, in presence of any 
judge, commissioner, marshal, or other officer of the United 
States, that any person is a slave, or owes service or labor 
to any person òr persons, with intent to procure, or to aid 
or assist in procuring, the forcible removal of such other 
person, shall pay a fine of $5,000, and be imprisoned five 
years inthe Connecticut State prison,” and “that every 
claim, declaration, pretense, or representation, that any 
person being or having been in the State, is or was a slave, 
or owes or did owe service to any other person or persons, 
shall be deemed, in all ca arising under this act, to be 
prima facie false and malicious; aud the truth of any such | 
elaim, declaration, pretense, or representation shall not be 
deemed proved except by the testimony of at least two 
credible witnesses, testifying to facts directly tending to 
establish the wuih of such claim, declaration, pretense, or 
representation, or by testimony equivalent thereto,” 


To say nothing of the bill which passed the Senate 
of the State, prohibiting the use of court-houses 
and jails for the purposes of the fugitive law, or 
of the bill which also passed the Senate incapaci- 
tating any United States commissioner, marshal, 
or deputy marshal, to hold any office of trust or 
emolument under the State, both of which fell in 
the House under the assaults of the Democratic 
members, they have, by the act which f have re- 
cited, if it be of any validity, nullified the act of 
Congress commonly called the fugitive slave law. | 
They have made it prime facie a penitentiary of- 
fense, punishable by a fine of $5,000, and by five | 
years imprisonment at hard labor in a State prison, 
to assert a claim under this law of Congress. 
They have intruded into the very presence of the 
| judge of the United States, their commissioners, 
marshals, and other officers, while in the perform- 
ance of their imperative duties, and attempted to 
arrest their official action by denouncing fine and 
imprisonment upon the citizen who shall dare to | 
invoke their aid in the mode pointed out by this 
act of Congress. They bave thus set at defiance 
the Executive, legislative, and judicial departments 
of the Federal Government, and trampled under 
foot the Constitution of the country. And this 
is the combined political majority, who have un- 
dertaken, without the least shadow of authority, 
to set in judgment upon me, and to censure me 
for upholding that Coustitution, and concurring in 
an admitted constitutional enactment, which is 
based upon the equality of the States and the 
principle of popular sovereignty, has received the 
sanction of both Houses of Congress and of the 
President, and is now the supreme law ‘of the || 
land. If I may be allowed to say it without too |) 
great disrespect to those who have participated in || 
sending me these resolutions, I accept the vote of |! 
censure as the highesteulogy which that majority || 
could pass upon me, and for the truth of my |! 
l-assertion, ] appeal to the judgment of the people | 
whom I represent, and to the unerring judgment 
of the country. i 

The time has come, I think, when the issue must | 
be met on this great principle of the EQUALITY OF | 
THE STATES UNDER THE Constitution, which lies 
at the very foundation of the Federal Government. | 
Without such perfect equality of political right | 
among the members of this political copartner- | 


ship of States, it were vain to suppose that this || 
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| Union can long continue to exist. With it, the 


| Union may be perpetual. Now is the time to | 


| meet this issue. After the recent outpouring of | 


.the popular heart in the recent general election, 


no more favorable juncture could arise for the 
solution of this momentous question. It is forced 
upon us, and it must be met. The untiring ef- 
forts, long persevered in, to direct northern senti- 
ment against the existing arrangements of the 
Constitution, have at last, l fear, been crowned 
witha degree of success which may well excite 
alarm, unless the people will rescue the country 
from the danger which threatens it. ‘The. great 


| Whig party of the-North seems to have become 


thoroughly adolitionized, and to have given the sig- 
nal which will expel thousands of patriotic union- 
loving citizens fromits ranks. Separating from the 
Whigs of the South, uniting with the Abolitionists 


‘of the North, they have begun in earnest.a war- 


fare upon the equal rights of the States, which, 
unless arrested, will sever this country in twain, 
and sacrifice it to the lust of political power. But 
the people will again rally. The Democracy of 
the North, as often heretofore, will again rally with 
whatsoever there is of patriotism in the country, 
and will again unfurl the FLAG or tHe Union as 
it is, and as it was intended to be by the men of the 
Revolution, bearing upon it in letters of living light, 
i THE EQUALITY OF THE STATES,” “THE EQUAL 
RIGHTS OF EVERY PORTION OF THE CONFEDERACY,” 
and will perish before it shall be humbled. 

Mr.GILLETTE. Mr. President: I feel deeply 
embarrassed in appearing before the Senate in a 
position of unavoidable antagonism to my honor- 
able colleague; but under a sense of duty to the 
State, which [ have the honor in part to represent, 
I must ask the indulgence of the Senate, a few 
moments, while I notice some of the remarks 
which have fallen from his lips on this occasion. 
As antipodal as are our respective positions on the 
Great Question of the age and country, [ trust that, 
for the honor of eur common State and the dig- 
nity of the Senate, we may always be on terms 
of kindly intercourse. Ido not intend, on account 
of any contrariety of opinions, to become un- 
mindful of the courtesies and proprieties which 
appropriately belong to senatorial no less than to 
civilized life, 

1 do not rise, sir, with any wish or intention of 
invalidating anything that my honorable colleague 
has offered, any further than he has implicated 
others in his defense. So far from it, I am willing, 
nay, desirous, that he should have the full benefit 
of all he can say, legitimately, in extenuation of his 
course. I have no heart to aggravate, by any 
word or deed of mine, the embarrassments of his 
position; and had he conducted his defense with- 
out assailing the honor of our common State, 
which, it seems to me, we are alike interested to 
preserve and defend, | should have been silent. 

But, sir, l feel that the character,of the State of 
Connecticut is deeply involved, and I should be 
false to my convictions of duty and derelict to that 
good old Commonwealth, if I should sit mute and 
passive when her honor is assailed—that State 
which stood second only to Massachusetts in the 
reyolutionary strugele—that State whose history is 
radiant with so many illustrious names,.and which 
has been a human hive, sending forth swarms of 
her adventurous and cultivated children, to lay the 
social foundations of new regions, and mold their 
institutions by education, virtue, and freedom— 
that State, of which the great historian, Bancroft, 
a citizen of Massachusetts, has said: 

“ There is no State in the Union, and I know not any in 
the world, in whose early history, if 1 were a citizen, I 
could find more of which to be proud, and less that I should 
wish to blot:?? 

That State, sir, to which the late Mr. Calhoun, 
ina speech delivered on this floor, in February, 


| 1847, said, with a magnanimity worthy of his 


great name: 


“Tt isowing mainly to the States of Connecticutand New 
Jersey, that we have a Federal instead of a National Gov- 
ernment—the best Government instead of the worst and 
most intolerable on earth. Who are the men of these 
States to whom we are indebted for this excellent form of 
Government? F will name them—their names ought to be 
written on brass, and live forever. Chey were Chief Justice 
Eulsworth and Roger Sherman, of Connecticut, and Judge 
Patterson, of New Jersey. The other States further souh 
were blind; they did not see the future. But to the cool- 
ness and sagacity of these three men, aided by a few others 
not so prominent, do we owe the present Constitution.” 


You will excuse me then, sir, for indulging a 
little State pride, and feeling somewhat sensitive 
when the honor of that State is assailed. 

I shall detain the Senate but a few moments. I 
shall not enter into abstract questions, or indulge 
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in pettifogging subtleties; but shall only attempt | 
to disabuse the character of the State, of the as- 
persions which have been cast upon it, that it may 
shine forth in its native effulgence. 

It may not be unprofitable, in the first place, to 
inquire what is the cause of the disagreement be- 
tween my honorable colleague and the State which 
we represent. Why has this unhappy difference, 
to use no stronger term, arisen between a sover- 

‘eign State and one of its Representatives on this 
floor? It is one of the bitter fruits of the latest great 
peace measure which was to settle all agitation 
forall time in this country. It had its origin in 
the overthrow of the Missouricompromise. This 
is the pestilent box out of whichit sprang. I will 
state the facts as briefly as possible in relation to 
this matter. 

The proposition to violate the public faith by || 
the abrogation of that compromise, thus breaking 
down the last barrier against slavery toall the Ter- | 
ritories of the United States, and leaving them 
wide open to its dark inundations—Territories 
which had been declared forever free by what was 
considered at the time, to be a solemn and irre- 
pealable compact—startled the good people of | 
Connecticut from their slumbers, and rallied them 
to the polls at their late State election in April, and 
the ballot boxes rang out their indignant “ No.” 
This was the great issue in that election, and never 
was there a political revolution in any State more 
completeandsignal. It was attended with no storm 
of popular excitement. It was conducted with 
remarkable moderation and calmness. Hardly a | 
leaf trembled in the breeze. {t was the natural, 
spontaneous uprising of the people to avert agreat 
impending calamity, and save themselves and 
their country from its disastrous consequences. 
Outside of the pale of the governmental officials 
there was hardly a voice of dissent. The result, 
sir, was what we should naturally expect. Both | 
branches of the Legislature were overwhelmingly 
opposed to the odious measure. Soon after con- 
vening, carly in the month of May, the subject 
was brought up, and resolutions presented declar- 
ing it to be violative of the public faith, destruct- 
ive of mutual confidence, subversive of the fanda- | 
mental principles of natural justice, and threaten- 
ing the stability of this Government; aml they || 
instructed their Senators, and earnestly requested | 
their Representatives, to oppose it by all honor- | 
able means, and to the last extremity. These: 
resolutions passed the House by a vote of nearly 
three to one, and in the Senate with only a single 
negative. 

Now, I submit to the consideration of honor- : 
able Senators, whether there was ever a fairer, | 
fuller, more explicit and authoritative expression 
of the popular sentiment of any State, any where, 
at any time, on any question? The Legislature 
expressed the sentiments of the people of Connec- 
ticut on that momentous question. There was 
hardly a discordant note from any quarter of the 
State: These resolutions were duly forwarded to 
Congress. The dreaded Bill soon came from the 
Elouse with an amendment for the final action of 
the Senate, and what did my honorable colleague? 
It is known to the Senate and the country. On 
the memorable night of the final vote, a few mo- 
ments before the question was put, he arose in his | 
seat, with characteristic deliberation, and informed |; 
the Senate that he was under instructions to vote | 
against the bill, but he had determined to disobey || 
the instructions of an Abolition Whig Legislature, | 
and vote for the bill. A beautiful exposition of the | 
doctrine of “ popular sovereignty,” by one of its | 
distinguished advocates! Hardly had the last | 


j 


word for popular sovereignty in Kansas and Ne- i 
braska died away upon his lips before he arises in || 
this Senate Chamber, scouts the popular sover- |, 
eignty of his own State as an Abolition Whig | 
sovereignty; and assumes autocratic sovereignty | 
in opposition and defiance of the popular sover- 
eignty. 


nished statement of the case. Never was there a 
fuller, fairer, more explicit, and authoritative ex- 


| thus arraigning the Legislature of Connecticut 


| flicts with the Fugitive Act, for the safety of which 


justice to my honorable colleague to compare my- | 


Í 
| 
This, Mr. President, is a simple and an vae 
| 


pression of the popular will, and I leave it for 
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others to say whether there ever was a more | 
audacious and contemptuous violation of public 
sentiment. 

Insomuch as the good old Democratic doctrine 
of the obligation of the representative to obey the 
will of his constituents, has been dishonored, I 
have nothing to say. I leave the honorable Sen- 
ator with Jefferson and his constituents. 

But my honorable colleague has seen fit to take 
sanctuary in certain*other acts of the Legislature, | 
some of which he gravely says they did pass, and 
some of which he also says they did not pass; 


before the Senate, not only for sins of commission, 
but also for sins of omission. Now, sir, 1 am 
unable to see the pertinency of these matters to 
the question before us—how the enactment or non- 
enactment of good or bad laws by the sovereign 
authority of a State, can justify its representative 
in disobeying positive instructions, to vote against 
a bad law here in the Senate, unless it has come į 
to pass in these latter times that, contrary to Serip- | 
ture, the servant is greater than his master. Iam 
yet to learn whether the Legislature of Connecti- 
cut is guilty of wrong-doing for enacting such ; 
laws as it in its wisdom thought best. 

The honorable gentleman has commented upon 
some acts which the Legislature did not enact, 
and upon some which they did, among which he | 
gave particular prominence to an ‘‘Act for the | 
defense of liberty.” This, in his judgment, con- : 


he is alarmed. Now, sir, { would not do the in- 


self with him in legal science; but I have given | 
some attention to the law to which he has taken ' 
exception, since I saw it heralded through the 
country as “ nullification,” and 1 have not been 
able to discover anything in it that needs $ excite | 
the apprehensions of the most vigilant seft nels of 
the Fugitive Act. Ihave consulted several eminent | 
civilians in relation to it, all of whom. have assured | 
me that it conflicts with no law of the United | 
States. And I think I can safely challenge those | 
who assert to the contrary to produce the proof. | 

But, without detaining the Senate on this point, | 
T would here raise the question, whether, under | 
the Constitution of the United States, Connecti- 
cut has not as much right to enact laws for the | 
protection gf the rights of her people, as South | 
Carolina has to enact laws for the destruction of | 
the rights of her people? Whether freedom may | 
not be protected under the Constitution as well | 
as slavery? Cannot Connecticut be indulged a | 
little`with the privilege of protecting the rights 
and liberties of her own people upon her own soil, 
when a part of them, at least, have no protection, 
except such as is furnished by prison-walls in 
certain other States of this Union? Oh! Mr. 
President, has it come to this, that we of the 
North are all centralized, absorbed, melted down, 
swallowed up, consolidated into this great, central, 
usurping Government, and the northern States 
are mere appendages, shorn and rayless satelites, | 
to revolve around this all-absorbing center, in bor- 
rowed light? God forbid! To this momentous 
question Connecticut, I rejoice to say, true to her 
ancient fame, as the vigilant champion of State 
rights, and mindful of her grand historic emi- | 
nence as a defender of liberty, answers, No. [| 
feel somewhat as the great friend of America and 
liberty felt, when giving voice to these words in 
the British Parliament in 1776: 


| 

! 

& T rejoice that America has resisted. Three millions of | 
people so dead to all tbe feelings of liberty as volantarily to | 
| 
| 
i 


submit to slavery, would have been fit instruments to make 
slaves of the rest.” 

So I do rejoice that in the great conflict between 
Democracy and Despotism, now begun in good ! 
earnest, Connecticut has been so prompt to take | 
her position on the side of freedom, and to call | 
upon us to restore this Government to the old 
foundations on which her Ellsworth and Sherman | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


from slavery at once and forever. She has done 


were so active in establishing it, and separate a 


with all compromises with the perfidious violaters 
and haughty contemners of the public faith, and 
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now says, return to the early policy of this Goy- 
ernment, that of discouraging, restricting, and 
discountenancing slavery everywhere under its 
jurisdiction. She calls upon us to discard ‘the vile 
and contemptible dogma that the Constitution of 
the United States isa shield of slavery, or any-> 
wise:countenances that most crueland terrific des- 
potism that has ever crushed humanity—a despot- 
ism which denies the natural right of a man to his 
own body; of a husband to his own wife; of a 
father to his own child; which sells husband, wife, 
and child, separate or together, in the market- 
places; which asserts chattel-slavery to be a Divine 
and Democratic institution, and avows its base 
purpose indefinitely to extend and forever to per- 
petuate the terrific curse!’ j 

i thank God, sir, Connecticut is washing her 
hands from this blood, and calls upon us, in her 
old voice of freedom, to cleanse this Government 
from its guilty participation in the diabolical work 
of inslaving and imbrating man. ` She invokes us 
to disabuse the Constitution of the miserable dog- 
mas which slaveholders have foisted into it, to 
serve their own nefarious purposes, and restore 
to it the original construction in which its illus- 
trious framers conceived and established’ it—not 
so much as admitting into it, according to Madi- 
son, Sherman, and others, the blasphemous ‘idea 
that man can hold property in man.” She ins 
voles us to return to the original policy of this 
Government, as inaugurated by Jefferson, and in- 
terdict slavery on every rod of territory under 
its jurisdiction. She would have us see to it, that 
this Government, President, Judges, Congress and 
all, be speedily rescued from the foul embraces of 
the great Southern Syren, raised up from its low 
debauchment, to virtue and freedom, vitalized 
anew by the inspiring breath of liberty, and re- 
placed on the old foundations upon which the great 
fathers established and left it, there to be reso- 
lutely and actively on the side of freedom. =” 

It is meet and proper that the State of Ellsworth 
and Sherman, who would not admit slavery into 
the Constitution on any terms, the State of Put- 
namand Hale, who fought heroically for freedom. 
should speak out clearly at such a crisis, and call 
upon us to tear off from this Government the ac- 
cursed vampire of slavery. f 

My honorable colleague has undertaken, for the 
second or third time, to prove the Missouri com- 
promise line unconstitutional, I will not tax the 
patience of the Senate with any reply, further 
than to offset the opinion of President Monroe, 
together with those of all his unrivaled Cabinet, 
Calhoun, Crawford, Wirt, and John Q. Adams, 
against the argument and opinion of my honor- 
able colleague. f 

I have the happiness to agree with my colleague 
in the principle of popular sovereignty, only we 
chance to have opposite views in carrying it out. 
He favored the Nebraska-Kansas Bill for one 
great reason that I opposed it. He regarded it as 
promotive of the principle of popular sovereignty, 
whereas | considered it, in all its details and ten- 
dencies, as subserving the antagonistic principle 
of slaveholding sovereignty; and every day’s. de- 
velopment, since its passage, has been confirming 
the correctness of this view. nk 

He has also animadverted on the. Fagitive Act, 
and heis welcome to his opinions upon that, sub- 
ject. I do not intend ever to be drawn into a dis- 
cussion of that measure. It might have an awk- 
ward tendency toward pacification. No, Mr, 
President, I am not the man, to discuss the Fugi- 
tive Act. I will not do it. T can never cast so 
great an indignity upon the Constitution of my 
country as to admit, by the remotest implica- 
tion, the possibility that it could kennel sucha 
Cerberean monster. Tell me not of the consti- 
tutionality of an act which, by one bound, vaults 
over all the bulwarks of liberty in all the States of 
this Union, and strikes down, at one blow, the 
writ of Hubeas Corpus, and the right of Trial by 
Jury; which commits the great question of per- 
sonal liberty, not to a judicial trial, but to a sum- 
mary process, before a magistrate, appointed, not 
by the President with the concurrence of the 
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Senate, but by the Court; which forbids the exer- 
cise of Christian charity toward the poor and per- 
ishing, under severe penalties; which seeks toj 
degrade man below the beasts which perish, by | 
accounting him and his precious rights of too little 
value to be entitled to a jury trial, less than twenty || 
dollars, which holds out the bribe of a double fee 
to the petty commissioner for dooming a human 
being to slavery; which, in short, overthrows all 
the safeguards of human rights, and leaves man 
jan easy prey to be despoiled and captured by | 
the pirate, the kidnapper, and the slave- hunter. | 
It was conceived in sin, shapen in iniquity, and | 
baptized in blood. It has no rival in its savage 
brutality—nothing in the code of any civilized | 
nation to compare with it, but towers alone in its | 
detestable preéminence of atrocious, unmitigated ; 
villainy. Iwill never affront the Constitution of | 
my country so much as to hold up this frightfal i| 
Gorgon before it, and ask the question—lIs it con- | 
stitutional? Rather will I assist to drive it back | 
howling to its native hell, if it would not be too ; 
terrible an inflictiononthe damned. Tell me that: 
my constitutional oath imposes an obligation upon ; 
me to obey this infernal act—I! spurn the deed—I | 
scorn the behest—I{ defy the authority. As if. 
our free fathers intended their children should act ! 
the slave-hunter and the bloodhound for the slave- | 
holder; as if they bequeathed to us such an in- | 
heritance of crime, brutality, and shame. i} 

The Constitution which I swore to observe and 
maintain was ordained *‘ to establish justice and | 
secure the blessings of liberty;’? and in accord- | 
ance therewith, expressly declares that “no person | 
shallbe deprived of life, liberty, or property without | 
due process of law.” By this I stand; by this I 
will be judged. 

I know that Connecticut, in the olden time, was 
libeled by a Tory renegade, who absconded to | 
England to perpetrate his vindictive falsehood, as | 
the Blue Law State; but, by the blessing of God, | 
the numerous progeny which he left behind him, | 
shall never fasten upon her the damning infamy of |; 
the Black Law State. | 

Do you aceuse me of using strong language? Ii! 
am fresh from the people, and have a right to use j 
strong language in their sovereign name, to whom |! 
J hold myself amenable. f 

In conclusion, Mr. President, allow me to say | 
that] feel ajust and loyal pride swelling my bosom, Í 
as I contemplate the position of the good old Com- 
monwealth which 1 have the honor, in part, to 
represent; she has begun a good work, and will; 
go on unto perfection. It gives me joy to think 
her dark days of servility and shame are over, 
and she has entered upon a new career of free- 
dom and glory. But if, from any unforeseen mis- | 
fortune, she should ever fall back again into the | 
hands of the servile Philistines—the slavemonger- | 
ing Democracy—which Infinite Merey avert !—l : 
will not follow the example of my honorable col- | 
league, and take advantage of her misfortunes, to j 
insult and expose her ‘f before all fsrael and the ; 
sun;’’ but I will love her still, like a true son, for | 
what she was in the palmy days of her beauty j; 
and pride; I will cherish and defend her to the last; | 
I will : 


“Walk backward with averted gaze, 
And hide her shame.” 


} 
! 
Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, I rise only for i 
the purpose of saying that it cannot be necessary | 
in this body, or before the country, to reply to | 
the remarks which have been mace by my eol | 
league. On the contrary, if he will not take it 
unkindly, I will thank him for furnishing an ittus- | 
tration of the necessity of my having taken the į 
position which l occupy. 

Mr. WELLER. What is the question before | 
the Senate ? i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Banger i 
inthe chair.) The question is on the motion to | 


print the resolutions of the Legislature of Connec- | 
ucut. 


The motion was agreed to. 


POTTAWATOMIE INDIANS. | 

Mr. PETTIT. On the 34 of April last, the ‘! 
Senate, by a resolution which I introduced, called | 
upon the President for information as to the per- 
formance of the stipulations of a treaty with the |! 
Pottawatomie Indians made on the 26th of Oc- 
tober, 1832. The Secretary of the Interior has 
reported, furnishing the information which, I be- | 


day. 
i. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
: is on postponing this bill until half past twelve | 


lieve, was called for. I move, therefore, that the 
report of the Secretary be printed, 
he motion was agreed to. 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. E 
Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate now 


proceed to the consideration of the bill which was 
postponed yesterday, providing for the construc- 
tion of aline of telegraph from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean. 
‘ne PRESIDING OFFICER. 
first bill on the list of special orders. 
Mr. BROWN. Has the morning hour ex- 
ired ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. I can hardly 
inform the Senator whether it has or not. ; 
Mr. BROWN. It is one o’clock, and that is 
the hour to which the insane bill was postponed. 
I hope that bill will be taken up and disposed of. 
Mr. HUNTER, 
insane bill to-day. 


That is the 


Mr. BROWN. If we take up the bill which į 


the Senator from California proposes to take up, 


I hope we shall finish the | 


it is beyond all question that we shall not get to ' 


the insane bill to-day, and we shall have to fix 1 


another hour to take the vote upon it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first bill 
on the orders of the day is the one referred to by 
the Senator from California. Do f understand 
the Senator from Mississippi as moving to pass 
by this bill for the purpose of proceeding with the 


consideration of the bill granting lands for the | 


indigent insane? 

Mr. BROWN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not understand the 
object of my friend from Mississippi. 

Mr. BROWN. I wish to take up the insane 


bill which has been vetoed by the President, and |! 


have a vote upon it, as the hour fixed for its con- 
sideration has arriver. 

Mr, WELLER. 
the motion of the Senator to postpone this bill 
until to-morrow, 


the motion for a minute, and 1 will hen renew it. 
I wigh@o offer a few amendments, 

Mr. BROWN. Very well, sir. 

Mr. MLAMLIN. $f desire to amend the substi- 
tute in the first section, lines seven and eight, by 


‘Then I have no objection to ii 


striking out the words: ‘ and under the jurisdic- ` 
tion of,” so as to make the bill conform to what | 


the rest of itis. It was ori 
to unorganized territory. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN. | move next to insert in line 
twelve, page four, of the printed substitute, the 
words, ‘in the Territories,” so thatit shall be 


ginally drawn to apply 


& 


absolutely certain that the lands granted shall be į 


taken in the ‘Territories. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The next amendmentis on 
the last page of the printed bill, line ten, to strike 
out the word “unorganized.” Jt was pfit in 


because it was supposed the bill would apply to ʻi 


unorganized territory. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


twelve o’clock to-morrow, and to make it the 
special order for that hour. 
Mr. CASS. 


i . Í now move to postpone the | 
further consideration of the bill until half past: 


I hope, before that order is made, : 


it will be distinctly understood that at oneo’clock | 


to-morrow the homestead bill isto be taken up. 


Mr. CLIASE. Before this motion is agreed to, | 


I wish to understand whether it is understood that 
this bill, which I desire to see taken up and dis- 


morrow, or in the event that it shall not be dis- 


posed of at that time, it will be laid aside, so that : 


the homestead bill can be taken up. 
Mr. SLIDELL. When, to-morrow? 
Mr. CHASE. Yes, sir, to-morrow. 
Mr. SLIDELL. 


o’clock to-morrow; but the Chair advises Sen- 


ators that to-morrow is private bili day, and it: 


cannot then be considered but by unanimous con- 
sent. 


Mr. BROWN. That being the case, I move: 


it cannot suffer by a 
day or two day’s delay. 


} 
i 
i 


The yhotion to postpone till Monday was agreed 
to. 


INDIGENT INSANE BILL VETO. 


The Senate resumed the reconsideration of the 
bili making a grant of public lands to the several 
tates of the Union for the benefit of the indigent 
insane persons, which had been returned by the 
President of the United States with his objections, 
Mr. WILLIAMS addressed the Senate in 


i support of the Veto message, and also in vindica- 


tion of his pSsition on the Kansas and Nebraska 
bill. [His speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I have already, 
some time ago, expressed, very fully, and atlarge, 
my views upon this bill, in connection with the 
objections taken by the President in his message. 
Ido not propose, as indeed it would be unpar- 
donable for me, to occupy the Senate by any fur- 
ther discussion, in addition to what I have here- 
toforesubraitted on the particular matters embraced 
in the general question; but as several members 
of the Senate have done me the honor to refer in 
their speeches to propositions which i laid down, 
and particularly the honorable Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Cass] has paid no small attention, 
in his very ingenious and able speech upon this 
ubject, to my views expressed in the Senate upon 
it, | feel that it is due to myself, and due to the 
subject, to say a few words in vindication of the 


| position which I have assumed in relation to the 


power of this Government over the public lands. 
i took occasion to say that the power conferred 
upon Congress “to dispose of”? the public lands 
and other property of the United States, being a 
power granted without any express limitation, 
eing in its very nature an exclusive power, which 
could never have been possessed by the States, 
and could not be divided between this Government 
and the States, must necessarily be an absolute 
and unlimited power, except so far as the Consti- 
tution itself had withdrawn certain subjects from 


Me HAMLIN. Lask the Senator to withdraw | the powers of this Government. For the purpose 
; AN, i i 


of illustrating and enforcing the view which I took 


‘upon that subject, I cited, from the posthumous 


work of the late illustrious Senator from South 
Carolina, Mr. Calhoun, the view which he takes 
of the nature of the treaty-making power conferred 
upon this Government, where, upon precisely the 
same grounds, he considers that power as liable 
only to certain necessarily imphed limitations, 
which he proceeds, with great clearness and accu- 
racy, to specify. f deduced from this view of 
Mr, Calhoun’s, just and statesmanlike ag it is, 
that the power conferred upon Congress over the 
public lands, being in every respect whatever like 
the power conferred on the President, with the 
assent of the Senate, to make treaties, being an 
exclusive power conferred in general terms, sub- 
ject to no particular limitations expressed, and, 
in its nature, one thatcould not be reserved to the 
States, it follows, therefore, that this power was 
subject to no restrictions, except those which be- 
longed of necessity and by implication to the 
treaty-making power itself. 

‘The honorable Senator from Michigan seemed 
to consider that neither the original remarks which 
I cited from Mr. Calhoun, nor the application 
which I made of them to the case in hand, was 
entitled to very considerable value or respect. 
With regard to the original remarks of Mr. Cal- 
houa, Ethink, upon examination, they will com- 
mend themselves to every Senator, and to the 
honorable Senator from Michigan himself, as fur- 
nishing the result of a very profound and states- 


» wh manlike mind applied to thé exposition of the 
posed of, will be acted on before one o’clock to- 


great instrument which originated and maintains 
our Government. With regard to my application 
of them, thatis aquestion before the Senate. No 
man has yet shown, no man can show, that the 


i two cases do not stand, as we lawyers say, on all 


‘| fours; and that, if the rule applied by Mr. Cal- 
To-morrow is private bill! 


houn as a just mode of interpreting the granted 


‘| power to make treaties, be a correct one, it governs 


the question as to the interpretation to be put upon 
the power “ to dispose of” the public lands. 

Nor does it concern me, sir, toinquire why Mr. 
Calhoun did not follow out to the disposition of 
the public lands the rule which he had so clearly 
laid down in regard to the treaty-making power, 
and what motives or influences might have per- 
verted his judgment in not seeing the direct, the 
clear, the unmistakable analogy between the two 
eases. That washisaffair. i had his rule clear, 
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ate; and his failure to carry out and apply it does 
not deprive the rule of its value, nor does it pre- 
vent its just application to those subjects to which 
it ought to be applied. 

But, Mr. President, the honorable Senator from 
Michigan has some remarks to which I wish to 
invite the attention of the Senate, and of the hon- 
orable Senator himself in regard to the interpre- 


tation of the powers of this General Government. ' 


In his printed speech, first quoting the first clause 
of thatarticle conferring upon Congress its legis- 
lative power in these words: ‘Congress shall have 
power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, 
and excises, to pay the debts and provide for 
the common defense and general welfare; but all 
duties, imposts, and excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States,” he remarks: 
“Now, here is an unlimited power of raising taxes, and 


still more an unlimited right of applying them, so far as | 


For the common def 


regards the terms of the grant. 


and general welfare, even if considered words of restriction, if 


would practically amount to nothing, as they would leave 
the utmost latitude of discretion to Congress, But they are 


not. ‘Chey merely express the gencral motives for taxation, | 


ond above all, contain no substantial grant of power. For 


if they did, as is well observed by the President, ‘all the | 
rest of the Constitution, consisting of carefully enumerated, | 


and cautiously guarded grants of specific powers, woud be 
useless, if not delusive.?”? 

And again he remarks: 

“ Phe limitation imposed, arising out of the nature of the 
Constitution, is, that objects connected with the common 
defense and general welfare, are to be obtained by mea 
of the specific und express grants of power. Without tl 
construction, there would be no limitation to the applica- 
tion of the public money by Congress, but the discretion of 
that body would be supreme and arbitrary. I have already 
referred to the clause of the Constitution which recognizes 
in Congress the power of making appropriations from the 
Treasury. ‘This power is as general as words can convey, 
with nolimitation whatever. Either, therefore, this per- 
vading principle of construing grants of power by the pu 
poses and provisions of the Constitution, must limit this 
authority, or itis unlimited, and may be used or abused at 
the pleasure of the National Legistature, and to the estab- 
lishment of arbitrary authority upon the ruins of the Con- 
stitution. Apply this same rule to the power to dispose of 
the public property,” 


—that is the public lands and other property. 


“ Apply this same rule to the power to dispose of the 
public property, by requiring that it shall be exercised in 
copiormity with the grants of the Constitution, and we carry 


out the true principle, and furnish safeguards aguinst legis- | 


lative abuse.” 


Now, Mr. President, if I understand the view | 
taken here by the honorable Senator, it is that: 
neither the power granted to Congress to lay and į 
collect duties and other taxes, nor the power to } 
dispose of the public lands, is absolutely an un- | 


limited power; that neither of them is subject to 


the mere limitation; that they shall be applied | 


or used for the purpose of the common defense 
and general welfare, but that each is limited and 
restrained by the general principles of the Con- 
stitution, and the specific enumerations contained 
init, Assuming that to be the case, I ask what 


is the power of Congress to raise and collect ; 
It is granted in the words specified by : 


revenues? 
the Senator from Michigan, which F have just 
read. 
posts, and excises—now I will read this as the 
President in his message says it ought to be read 


—'‘in order to pay the debts, and in order to pro- ; 


vide for the common defense and general welfare.” 
Is that power subject to any restriction except 
that Congress shall not raise money but with a 


e . l 
view to provide for the common defense and gen- | 
Then what | 


eral welfare? TheSenator says itis. 
is the other restriction? Where is it to be found ? 
What part of the Constitution can be read or 


tortured into putting any restraint or restriction || 
| E will admit that the words, ‘for the common | 


upon it, beside what is implied in these words? 
‘Well, sir, there is none. 
given to Congress? 
The Senator speaks of the power granted to 
Congress to make appropriations out of the Treas- 
ury. 
Congress, either in the collection of ‘the revenue 
or the purposes to which it may be rightfully de- 
voted. As Mr. Calhoun clearly perceived, that 
provision in the Constitution that ‘no money 
shall be drawn from the Treasury but in conse- 
quence of appropriations made by law,” is what 
is called a negative pregnant. It denies any other 
mode of drawing money from the public Treasury, 
and thereby necessarily implied that the money 
may be drawn in that mode; but it adds nothing 


It is to lay and collect taxes, duties, im- | 


Is there any other power | 


Now, that does not enlarge the powers of | 


to, and takes nothing from, the purposes to which 
Congress may apply the money which has been 
raised. That power is to be elsewhere determ- 
| ined. This clause provides only the orderly 
method in which the money in the Treasury may 
be taken out in order to be applied tc the purposes 
to which Congress has a rightful authority to ap- 
ply it. i 

Wow, that being the case, and the honorable 
Senator himself having said that this rule is also 
to be applied to the power of Congress to dispose 
of the public lands and property of the United 
States, let us see how we stand with regard to 
| precedent; and how, if the honorable Senator's 
views on this occasion are correct; we have been 
| 


; misled by his own high authority upon the sub- 
| ject of the powers of Congress as well over the 
public money as over the public land. The first 
session that { had the honor ofa seat on this floor, 
a distinguished, yes, I willsay,an illastrious gen- 
tleman and friend of mine, Mr. Crittenden, was a 
‘| member of this body from Kentucky. It was the 
year succeeding the disastrous failure of crops in 
| Ireland and Scotland; and prompted by the native 
| philanthropy of his mind, he introduced a bill into 
the Senate, which as it is very brief, I wil, with 
|i your permission, Mr. President, read. The first 
section proposed to enact 

Erhat the President of tie United States be, and he here- 
| by is, authorized to cause to be purchased such provisions 
| as he may deem suitable aud proper, and to canse the same 


į of the people of freland and Scotland suffering from the 
! great calamity of searcity aud famine,’ 
The second section provided: 


“ That the sam of $500,000 be, and the same is hereby, 
! appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, to carry into effect this act.” 

And the third section provided: 


“ That the President of the United States he, and he is 
hereby, authorized, at his discretion, to employ any of the 


the provisions to be purchased as aforesaid.” 

That bill was ordered to be engrossed in the 
|| Senate on the 27th of February, 1847, and bore 
|i the title of A bill to provide some relief for the 
|| suffering people of Ireland and Scotland.” Now, 
if sir, let us pause for a moment anon the provisions 
of this bill, First: it was a bill authorizing the 
President to purchase provisions, and to send 
those provisions, in the name of the people of the 


j 
| 
] 
fi 


the relief of those in Ireland and Scotland who 
were sufferingunder the then calamity of scarcity 
and famine. Secondly: it wasa bill proposing to 
take out of the Treasury $500,000 of the public 
money, to enable the President to make the pur- 
‘| chase, and to ship the provisions. In the third 
ii place, it authorized the President to convert the 
ii public vessels of the nation from their appropriate 
| business as public armed vessels into transports 
| for the purpose of carrying those provisions across 
the ocean. 

Mr. President, I desire to know under what 
clause or article of the Constitution, what actual 
i| or supposed grant or implication of power to 
Congress to make dispositions of money from 
i| the public Treasury, we acquired, according to 
i| the Senator’s rule of interpretation, the authority 
i| to takea half million of dollars, and send it to 
|| feed people who were starving in Freiland and 
| Scotland? Why, the Senator says that the words 
i| s for the common defense and general welfare,” 
‘even supposing them to be a restriction, would 


an undefined margin of congressional discretion. 
Permit me to say, sir, that I think the honorable 
Senator is mistaken in supposing so, for although 


|| defense and general warfare,” do not furnish very 
| strict limitations upon the power, yet if they be 
H considered as limitations, I submit to the honora- 
|| ble Senator himself if they do not prohibit this 


|| common defense of the United States, how would 
|| the general welfare of the United States be ad- 
vanced or promoted by buying corn and sending 
it to feed the poor in Ireland and Scotlend? Many 
questions might arise upon the application of 
| money which might bring us toa pause. Gen- 
| erally, difference of opinions might arise. You, 
Me. President, might think a particular applica- 
tion of the public money to be for the common 
defense and general welfare, and I might differ 


to be transported and tendered in the name of the people | 
of the United States to that of Great Britain for the refet | 


publie ships of the United States for the transportation of 


United States, to the people of Great Britain, for j 


amount to nothing, because they would still leave | 


application ef the public money. How would the į 


from you. But permit me to ask if there: could 
be any difference of opinion:-between: any two 
members of this body when they were called upon 
to say, “ will sending money to Jreland: and send- 
ing money to Scotland, or sending provisions to 
Ireland or to Scotland, promote tne common: de- 
fense and general welfare of the United States: 

Again, sir, there is nothing in. the ‘Constitution 
of the United States, if there be any limitations at 
all upon our power in disposing of the money, 
which makes any distinction between applying 
our funds to feed the starting in foreign countries; 
and applying our funds. for ‘the benefit: of the 
insane in foreign countries, or the deaf and dumb - 
in foreign countries, or any other class of human 
beirigs in foreign countries that may need assiste 
ance, or charity, or benevolence—none. No 
human being can point out, upon the question’ of 
power, any reason why, if we can apply the funds 
in one way, we cannot apply them in any of the 
others. I will admit, if we once assume. the 
power, upon the expediency of exercising it there 
may be a great difference between an occasional, 
supply of food to relieve the people of a friendly 
country, who are suffering under a temporary 
scarcity, and making a provision for the benefit of 
the indigent insane, or the deaf or dumb, of that 
country; but upon the question of power there is 
no difference. ng 

A second remark I make is this: The Consti- 
tution makes no discrimination in cue pow els bes 
tween supplying the people of Ireland and Stot- 
land out of our Treasury when they are in want 
of food, and supplying the peaple of Russia, of 
Germany, of France, of Turkey, yes, sir, and of 
the far East. The Constitution knows no differ- 
ence. If there is anything said upon itin the 
Constitution, it has eseaped my reading and: ob- 
servation. If, therefore, we have power to make 
such dispositions for the benefit of suffering people 
in freland and Scotland, we have a right to make 
similar dispositions for suffering people of foreign 
countries all over the world. Eram 

Mr. President, as I have said, that bill was 
ordered to be engrossed in the Senate, and after‘a, 
discussion, but not a very long one—for'I do not 
think we were quite as longitudinal in our debates 
in 1846-’47 as we are now—bat-after'a discus- 
sion, and a discussion upon the constitutional 
power—this objection being made and insisted 
upon—the bill was ordered to be engrossed by a 
vote of 27 yeas to 13 naye, Those who voted.in ` 
the affirmative were: ? 

“Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Berrien, Breese, Calhoun, 
Cameron, Cass, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Hunt- 
ington, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Man- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Simmons, Soule, Sturgeon, and 
Webster.” : 

Those who voted in the negative were: 

“Messrs. Archer, Badger, Baghy, Butler, Chalmers,. 
Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Mason, Niles, Tarney, Westcott, 
and Yulee.?? : 

Now, letus pause here. In 1847, 0n the 27th 
of February in that year, this bill: was ordered to 
be engrossed in the Senate, on the yeas and nays, 
by the vote which | have just read. tere 

Now, Mr. President, considering that the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Michigan, and the late 
distinguished Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Calhoun,] the strictest of the strict in his expo- 
sition of constitutional powers, voted for that bill, 
lask you if those of us here who conceive that 
this Government may apply something, ‘either of 
money or lands, for the benefit of theirown 
people, do not stand with a very fair excuse, if not 
justification. What, sir, have wea government 
so constructed, anda Constitution so limited and 
defined, that Congress ean collect from the people 
what moneys it pleases by duties and other taxa- 
tion, and after they are collected, if the inhabi- 
tants of the neighboring city of Alexandria were 
starving for want of bread, they have not the cons 
stitutional power to appropriate one hundred dol- 
lars to save them from that calamity? And does the 
Constitution leave Congress at liberty, ifitchooses, - 
to empty the Treasury in applying it to those who 
are in want of food in other and distant portions 
of the world? In other words, we should -be 
placed in this position, according to that argu- 
ment. The Constitution has set out, in its pre- 
amble, what were the great purposes for which it 
was framed: “In order to form a more perfect 
Union’’—where? Not between us and Ireland 
and Scotland, 1 suppose, bat a more perfect 
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Union. here. “Establish justice’’—where? At 
home. ‘Insure domestic tranquillity’’—not in 
Ireland, surely, but here. ‘Provide for the com- 
mon defense, promote the general welfare’’—of 
whom? Of our own people. ‘And secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our poster- 
ity.” For these purposes the Constitution was 
established for the United States of America. | 
The. Constitution having declared in the pre- | 
amble these as being the objects and purposes, and | 
the sole objects and purposes, for which that in- || 
strument was established, has yet been made,ac- | 
cording to this doctrine, in such. a particular and | 
curious method, that whilst we can send millions 
abroad to help foreigners, we cannot appropriate | 
a dollarto save our own people from starving! 
Again, the honorable Senator, in the passage 
which 1 have read, supposes the power ‘to dis- 
pose of” the public lands to be subject to the 
same general restriction? Very well, sir, there is 
no express restriction upon the power. If it is 
subject only to these inferential restrictions to 
which the President refers, and which the honor- 
able Senator from Michigan indorses, then the : 
thing is conclusive to demonstration. Here are ! 
two powers, one over the land and the other over | 
the money, both subject to the same and no other 
restrictions. The money you can dispose of for 
the benefit of people in foreign lands, and, there- 
fore, you can dispose of the lands for the same 
purpose; you cannot get clear of that conclusion. | 
ow, Mr. President, if these conclusions are | 
the result of what are called the principles of strict | 
construction of that instrument, I say beware of | 
them. I do not adopt the principle of strict con- | 
struction; I do not adopt the principle of a liberal | 
construction; but, so far as I know, [ endeavor to 
pent myself upon the rule of construction which | 
once heard laid down in thecirenit court of North | 
Carolina by that most eminent man and excellent ; 
judge, the late John Marshall. A professional || 
friend of mine filed a bill on the equity side of that i| 
court, It had been demurred to for want of juris- 
diction; and after an argument on the question of || 
jurisdiction, the district judge gave his opinion | 
against the jurisdiction, and concluded by saying | 
that he thought courts of the United States should | 
“ lean” against taking jurisdiction. The Chief | 
Justice said in his quiet and emphatic manner: į 


s {n that opinion T do not conenr. This court has no | 
leanings; the jurisdiction which the Constitution aud the || 
law confer the court is bound to takes the jurisdiction | 
which these do not confer the court has no desire to take. 
The court expounds the Constitution neither liberally nor 
strictly, but to the best of its judgment, FAIRLY >? 


Now, Mr, President, whether I am in error or | 
not, in the views I have taken of the power of | 


Congress to dispose of the public lands, I submit | 
this to you: Lam supperted by the words of the | 
instrument. Lam supported by precedents with- | 
out number in the legislation of this country. I 

am supported by the approval of men of the 3; 
highest eminence and loftiest powers that ever | 
adorned the history of this country—Senators, 


with regard to the question of the power of Con- 
gress over the public lands, and with regard to 
whether the words ‘to provide for the common 
defense and general welfare of the United States,” 
are to be considered in the character of a restric- 
tion of the power, or as merely guides to indicate 
the purposes to which the revenue when raised 
shall be applied, I have never yet seen the necessity 
of making up a definite opinion. -[ took up this 
subject in former remarks which I made, and I 
take it up now, assuming the President’s exposi- 
tion as the true one. But, Mr. President, i must 
say that we are placed in a most extraordinary 
condition, if it be true that we have power to ap- 
propriate money to alleviate the sufferings of the 
starving inhabitants of foreign lands, and the in- 
digent insane of foreign lands, and yet it is incom- 
petent for Congress to apply a dollar of money, or 
an acre of land, either to provide for the suffering 
poor or the indigent insane of our own country ! 
Why, sir, if such a doctrine as that were estab- 
lished by authority, is it not evident that we 
should subject ourselves to the jeers and scoffs of 
the whole civilized world ? ‘* W hat,” men would 
say, ‘ here were thirteen Colonies which were 
separated from the mother country in consequence 
of the oppression of their rulers; they fought 
through a bloody war te establish their independ- 
ence, and soon afterwards finding it necessary to 
establish a Constitution for the benefit of their 
own people within their own borders, they gave 
unlimited power, under the Constitution, to the 
Legislature,to raise money by duties and taxes on 
their own people, and to apply it to all the for- 
eigners in the world, but strictly prohibited them 
from using a dollar of it for the benefit of them- 
selves”? 

Will it be said that our forefathers were so be- 
neficent while establishing this Constitution for 
themselves, that their eye was still bent on for- 
eigners in foreign lands; and in respect to them 
they left the hands of the Government unfettered 
to spend what it might choose for their benefit, 
but tied them up with cords, prohibited any as- 
sistance they could afford with reference to any 
class of our own people whose sufferings might 
demand their aid? And, Mr. President, see how 
strangely this rule will operate. Here were cer- 
tain unfortunate Irishmen who were starving for 
want of bread athome. According to the views 
entertained by my friend from Michigan and Mr. 
Calhoun, we had a right to expend $500,000 in 
furnishing food for them in Ireland; and yet if 
some kind friend had furnished them with the 
means of paying their passage to the United 
States, and they had landed in Massachusetts, or 
New York, Congress would instantly have lost 
all power to help, and must have stood by and 
seen them starve. The beauty of this system 
would be to confine our liberality to foreigners, 
and not only that, but to foreigners in foreign 
lands. While foreigners are abroad we may help 
them; but the moment they touch our own shores 


members of the House of Representatives, heads || our power to help is gone, Can this be so, Mr. 


of Departments, and Presidents of the United 
States; and I claim that I am supported by the || 
authority of the honorable Senator from Michigan. |! 
If I understand his speech, he puts the same limit- | 
ation upon the power over the money, and none și 
other, as upon the power over the lands; and I`] 
have shown by his vote in 1847, upon the bill “to i} 
provide some relief for the suffering people of |; 
cotland and Ireland,” that he held that we had : 
power to dispose of money from the Treasury to į 
accomplish that object. i 
Mr. WELLER. Will my friend from North 
Carolina allow me to ask him a question? 
Mr. BADGER. Certainly. | 
Mr. WELLER. 1 find he is recorded in the |; 
negative on that bill; and I desire to know whether : 
that negative vote was given on account of the |; 
unconstitutionality of the bill—whether he thought 
it unconstitutional, and therefore voted against it? 
Mr. BADGER. I shall answer that with great 
cheerfulness. I never thought it necessary to in- | 
vestigate that question at all; for I was satisfied | 
that if we had the power, it was a most inexpe- | 
dient exercise. of it; and I told my friend from | 
Delaware [Mr. Clayton] that it was so. He snid |! 
he would satisfy me on the constitutional power. |) 
I said, ‘‘ Give yourself no trouble on that point, | 
I think it very inexpedient.”” ! 
I was about saying, sir, when I gave way for || 
the question of the Senator from California, that |i 


‘| President? It cannot. 


‘| I think, therefore, Mr. President, the honorable 
Senator from Michigan must either now reverse 
and renounce the opinion under which he voted 
for that bill, or he must reverse the proposition 
which he lays down in his speech, that the Con- 


stitution supplies the sume safeguard against abuse | 


in this disposition of the public money as in the 
distribution of the lands. 
the other, or admit that the power of the Govern- 


iment under this bill is clear and unquestionable. 
ii For myself, I have no doubt of it. I donot intend 
ii to enter jinto the question again; but I think 


that when we hear of a Jatitudinurian construction 
of the Constitution, and when the Senator from 
Michigan acquaints the Senate with the conse- 
quences which would result from the exercise of 


i| the indefinite, unlimited, and arbitrary power of | 


Congress over the public lands for which, he says, 
I contended, I have a right to ask hin how he 


reconciles with his view of this bill the vote which | 
jl 
H 


he gave on the bill for furnishing relief for the suf- 
ferers of Freland and Scotland in February, 1847. 
Mr. CASS. Ihave had a full share in this de- 
bate, and the weather is too hot now to make a 
long speech. I will only say a few words. if 
the honorable Senator were to establish my incon- 
sistency, that would not weigh anything in favor 
of this bill. He says that he agrees to the inter- 
polation of the words ‘‘in order to,” as suggested 


He must do the one or |: 


1 
H 
$ 
i 


} 


i 
H 
i 
i 


by Judge Story, and maintained. by. him “in 
order to promote the general welfare.” How, 
“ to promote the general welfare??? Why, by the 
provisions of the Constitution, else the powers of 
this Congress would become illimitable. That is 
as certain as any fact can be. If you have a 
right, under the pretense of promoting the general 
welfare, or under a claim to promote the general 
welfare, to make any appropriation, you please, 
without reference to constitutional purposes, you 
are perfectly afloat—a government without a con- 
stitution. You must either exercise your power 
in conformity with the principles and purposes of 
the Constitution, or you are without any limita- 
tion. Therefore,-Mr. President, when the Con- 
stitution provides that taxes shall be levied to 
promote the general welfare, it is to promote the 
general welfare agreeably to the purposes and ob- 
jects of the Constitution. : 

Now, with respect to this appropriation to 
which he alludes. I hold in my hand a similar 
law, passed in 1812, and signed by Mr. Madison, 
which was fully discussed, as the honorable Sen- 
ator knows, some few years ago, appropriating 
| $50,000 for the relief of the distressed inhabitants 
of Caraccas, whose property was destroyed by 
an earthquake. It was signed by James Madi- 
son. I need not say, when l mention his name, 
that I mention one of the best and most authori- 
i tative expounders of our Constitution. Ido not 
| pretend to say, that, in a question of foreign inter- 
course, doubts might be raised upon that subject, 
: They were raised in 1812; though Mr. Madison 
signed thelaw. They were raised then. They 
were raised five or six years. What we may 
do, as a question of foreign intercourse under the 
general provisions of the Constituiion, I do not 
undertake to say. There may be great calamities 
befalling the poor people, that may almost re- 
quire, or, at any rate, furnish strong motives 
i for the application which they have made; but I 
repeat to the honorable Senator that he would 
gain by that step not one tittle. The main point 
which he relies upon—the power of this Govern- 
ment to make indefinite, unlimited appropriations, 
under the motives assigned of promoting the gen- 
eral welfare—would leave us without any limita- 
tion. 

Mr. BADGER. The honorable Senator will 
allow me to sey, that his argument reduces us to 
this predicament. The money must be appropri- 
ated for the general welfare, according to the plan 
| laid down in the Constitution, except where it ig 
necessary for the starving Irish. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SLIDELL, Under ordinary circumstan- 
ces, | would probably have recorded a silent vote 
to sustain the presidential veto of this bill, but 
certain joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
Louisiana, render it necessary that I should give 
a very brief explanation of the reasons of my 
voting in the negative on the question of its pas- 
sage. 

The resolutions to which I refer are these: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Louisiana in General Assembly convened, 
| Thatour Senators be instructed, aud our Representatives 
requested, to bringin and seek, by all just and honorable 
: means, to secure the passage of a bill granting to the State 
; of Louisiana four townships of land for the education of 
the deaf and dumb, and three townships for the education 
of the blind. 

Resolved, That Louisiana, asking nothing for the unfor- 
i tunate within her own borders which she would not freely 
: accord to others, hereby instructs her Senators, and requests 

her Representatives, to support such justand equitable prop- 


ositions as may be offered, making similar grants to other 
States for such laudable purposes. 


In terms they do not apply to the bill now be- 
fore the Senate; but I consider them as fully cov- 
ering its principle. It would be an unworthy eva- 
sion to attempt to discriminate between grants for 
purposes so closely analogous; and, although I 
have doubts of its constitutionality, and very de- 
cided objections on the ground of expediency, I 
should, with the opinions Í entertain of the right of 
: the Legislature to instruct, and of the correlative 
| duty of Senators to obey, have felt myself bound 
to sustain it by my vote, if itsimply provided for 
| grants of land to the States for the benevolent pur- 
i poses which it specifies. But the bill goes much 
farther. It establishes not only minute details 
for the management of the asylums which it is in- 
| tended to endow, and, by almost necessary impli- 
cation, gives power to the General Government 


| to enforce a proper application of the fund to be 
i derived from the gale of the lands granted, or of 
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the scrip representing the lands, but it expressly 
requires annual returns of the amount of scrip sold, 
names of purchasers, price, &c. 

This obligation of periodical accountability is ! 
at war with all the views 1 entertain of the proper | 
relations that should exist between sovereign | 
States and the Federal Government; and | cannot 
vote for any bill in which provisions so deruga- 
tory to the dignity of the States shall be retained. 
I feel confident that the Legislature of Louisiana 
would repudiate any grant that sought to impose 
such an accountability. Should a bill be here- | 
after introduced free from objections of the char- 
acter I have stated, and the instructions of the 
Legislature of Louisiana be not revoked, I shall, 
in despite of my individual convictions, feel my- 
self bound to vote for it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is upon the passage, through the Senate, after 
its reconsideration, of the act making a grant of 
public lands to the several States of the Union for 
the benefit of indigent insane persons. The ques- 
tion is, ‘Shall the bill pass?” and upon that 
question the Constitution orders the yeas and nays 
to be taken. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to state that my col- 
league [Mr. Fisa] has been detained in New York; 
and, if he had been here, he would have voted for 
the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Upon this question I have 
paired off with the honorable Senator from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Foor,] he being in favor of the bill. 

Mr. DIXON stated that his colleague, [Mr. 
Tuomrson,] if he had been present, would have 
voted for the bill. 

The question being taken, resulted—yeas 21, 
nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brown, Chase, 
Clayton, Cooper, Dixon, Fessenden, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, 
Hamlin, Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, 
Seward, Stnart, Sumner, and Wade—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Bayard, 
Bright, Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, 
Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Mason, Norris, Pettit, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Toucey, Weller, and Williams—26. 

So the bill was not passed. 

CORRECTION OF REPORT. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- | 
ness. 

Mr. CLAY. I hope the Senator will allow me 
to make an explanation. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CLAY. I desiretocorrect an error in the 
report of the proceedings of yesterday, in which 
it is said: 

“Mr. Cray stated that he had agreed to pair off with the 
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Srvart,] who was in favor of 
the bill.” ; 

The bill alluded to was to establish the line of 
steam mail ships between San Francisco and 
Shanghai. 1 may have said the Senator from 
Michigan. It may have been my own error, not 
the reporters. I desire to state, however, that I 
should have said, if Idid not say, that it was the 
Senator from Hlinois, whom I had paired off with, 
and who was in favor of the bill. ; 


PETITION. 


Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of the ex- 
ecutor of Daniel Randall, late deputy paymaster 
general of the Army, praying compensation for 
the services of the testator in receiving and dis- 


bursing the duties and assessments levied in the |! 


City of Mexico for the support of the Army during 
the late war with that Republic; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PAPER WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the memo- 
rial of Richard M. Johnson. 

REPORTS FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the petition of Moren 
Moore, praying to be allowed an increase of pen- 
sion, submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the memorial of Re- 
becca P. Stansbury and others, heirs of Thomas 
Peters, submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 


DONATIONS OF LAND IN ARKANSAS. | 


On the motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the Senate, | 
| as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- | 
| sider the bill to revive, fora limited time, an act 
| in relation to donation of lands to certain persons 
| in the State of Arkansas. 

It proposes to direct that all claimants to dona- 
tions in the State, which have been adjudicated and | 
| allowed by the register and receiver, in the proper 
; land district, in virtue of the provisions of theeighth 
| section of theact of May 24, 1838, (to aid the State 
| of Ohio in extending the Miami canal from Dayton 
| to Lake Erie, and to granta quantity of land to said 

State to aid in the construction of canals author- 
ized by law, and for making donations of land to 
certain persons in Arkansas Territory,) and which 
have not been located and patent certificates issued, 
or which, having been located, were compelled to 
yield to other, prior rights, either in whole or in 
part, and not subsequently relocated within the 
period fixed by law, may be entered with the reg- | 
ister of any one of the land offices in Arkansas, | 
at any time within two years from the passage of | 
| the bill, in the same manner, and under the same | 
restrictions and conditions as existed prior to May 
24, 1838, as continued in the act revived; but no 
such claim is to be located against which fraud 
has been, or may be, alleged, and to which all ob- 
| Jections shall not already have been removed to 
the satisfaction of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


UTAH MILITARY ROAD. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to say to 
my friend from Arkansas, that if there is any 
great necessity for going into Executive session, 
i shall not object to it, but there are four or five 
small bills, which have come from the House of 
Representatives, and been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories, and reported back unani- 
mously for the action of the Senate, and in which 
the Territories are very much interested. The 
Territories are very auxious to have them passed. 
: I hope, therefore, the Senate will permit them to 
be acted upon. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I would suggest to the 
Senator from Tennessee, that those bills can be 
| more properly acted upon during the morning 
| hour. [havetwo or three such bills in my charge, 
but I prefer bringing them up during the morning 
hour. I willsay further to the Senator, it is neces- 
sary that we should go into Executive session on 
matters of importance. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have been desir- 
ing for some days to get these billsup; but 1 have 
no disposition to interfere with the motion of the 
Senator from Arkansas. If itis necessary, there- 
fore, to go into Executive session, I am willing to 
withdraw my motion. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I hope the honorable Sena- | 
, tor from Arkansas will not object to the motion 
of the Senator from Tennessee. It is a matter of 
some conséquence to him. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Very well. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I move in the first 
place that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
! of the bill from the House of Representatives to 
_ provide for the construction of a military road 
| from Great Salt Lake City, in the Territory of 
| Utah, to the eastern boundary of California. 
| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
| in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


| 


| sider the bill. 

It proposes to appropriate $25,000, to be ex- 
: pended under the direction of the Secretary of 
i; War, for the object designated. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


third time, and passed. 


OREGON MILITARY ROAD. 
On the motionof Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 
| Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
| to consider the bill from the House of Represent- 
| atives for the continuation of the military road 
from Myrtle Creek to Scottsburgh, in Oregon. 

It proposes to appropriate the sum of $20,000, 
to be expended for the purpose under the direction 
of the Secretary of War. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| 
í 
j 
| 
| 
| 
if 
| 
| 
| ng, read a} 


| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a | 


CIVIL OFFICERS IN NEW MEXICO. 

On the motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 
Senate, as in Committee of: the Whole; proceeded 
to consider the bill from the House of Represent- 
tives for the payment of the civil officers em- 
loyed in the Territory of New Mexico, while’ 
nder civil government. setae aoe 

It proposes to authorize the Secretary of Wat’ 
to pay to the civil officers employed inthe Terri-' 
tory of New Mexico, while it was under military 
government, the salaries due to them from Septem~ 
ber 22, 1846, until March 3, 1851, according to thë 
rate of compensation prescribed by the organic’ 
| law promulgated by General Stephen W. Kearney 
for the government of the Territory, deducting 
therefrom such sums as have already been paid 
to them from the treasury of said Territory; but’ 
under the provisions of the bill no compensation 
is to be made to any officer of the Army of the 
United States for discharging the duties of any 
civil office in the Territory. 

It further proposes to authorize the Secretary 
of War to pay such agent as may be appointed 
to receive the same, on behalf of the Territory, 
$12,098 64, the amount advanced from the treas- 
ury of the Territory in part payment of the sal- 
aries of the civil officers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a_ 
third time, and passed. Sete 


ROGUE RIVER WAR. 


On the motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill from the House. of 
Representatives, to authorize the Secretary of ; 
War to settle and adjust the expenses of the 
Rogue River Indian war. g% 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of War tọ, 
settle on just and equitable principles all claims 
for services rendered in that war, and for subsist- 
ence, forage, and stores, as well as for other 
necessary and proper supplies for the prosecution. 
of the war. ae 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to athird reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN UTAH. | 


On the motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
to consider the bill from the House of Represent- 
atives, to refund to the Territory of Utah the 
expenses incurred by said Territory in suppress- 
ing Indian hostilities. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 
| ascertain and pay the amount incurred in the sup- 
|| pression of the hostilities during 1850 and 1851, 
provided it shall not exceed $20,940 65. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 


ROADS AND WELLS IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. Mr. President 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have a territorial bill 
which I desire to have acted upon. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I beg that the Senator 
from Illinois will not press it now. Ihave seve- 
ral such bills under my charge, but ] am. now 
admonished that only about three quarters of an 
hour remain until the usual hour of adjournment 
to-day, and J therefore move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hepe not. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| the bill from the House of Representatives, for 
| the construction of certain military roads and 
i wells in the Territory of New Mexico. _ 

It appropriates $20,000 for the construction and 
repair of the road from Taos to Santa Fé, and 
$12,000 for the road from Santa Fé to Dona 
Aña, any portion of which amount may be ap- 
plied to the sinking of wells, if required by the 
necessities of the last named. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
‘amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
| third time, and passed. 


ROADS IN MINNESOTA. 


On the motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the 
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i 


| amendment, ordered to a third readi 


i D? 
| third time, and passed, 


consideration of the House bill making further 
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appropriations for continging the construction of 
certain. roads in the Territory of Minnesota, in 
accordance with the estimates made by the War 
Department. i 

it proposes to appropriate for the continuation | 
ofthe road from Point Douglas, on the Missis- : 
sippi river, to the mouth of the St. Louis river, | 
of Lake Superior, $20,000; for the continuation 
of the road trom Point Douglas to Fort Gaines, 


i 
1 
I 


now Fort Ripley, $10,000; for the continuation of | 


the road from the mouth of Swan river to the 
Winnebago agency, $5,000; for the continuation 
of the road from Wabashaw to Mendota, $15,090: 

A, verbal.aniendment having been made, on the 
motion of Mr. Douenas, tne bill was reported to 
the Senate, ordered to a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 

C ARMIJO, PERRA, AND COLLINS. 

On the motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the joint resolution authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Territory of New Mexico to pay to 
Juan ©. Armijo, José L, Perea, and James L. 
Coiltins, the amount by them loaned to the Legis- 


lative Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, | 


under the joint resolution of that body, approved 
June 17, 1851. 


The payment of the amount, with interest, is to | 
be made out of the unexpended fund appropriated | 
by Congress for legislative expenses in the Terri- | 


tory, and in accordance with the agreement made 
when the loan was negotiated. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 
SALE OF RESERVED LANDS. 


On the motion of Mr. MALLORY, the Senate, | 
as in Committee of the W hole, resumed the consid- | 


eration of the bill to authorize the sale of reserved 
lands, and for other purposes, 


The original bill was introduced by Mr. Dove- | 
Las, and referred to the Committee on Military | 


Affairs. 

The committee reported back the bill with an 
amendment to strike out all after the enacting 
clause, and insert the following, as a substitute: 

That iv all cases where public lands have been, ot may 
hereafter be reserved or acquired for military purposes, and ; 
they shall he no longer required by the Government tor 


publie uses, the President of the United States shall be, and | 


he is lerehy, authorized to cause the same to be sold, in 


such manner dnd under such regulations as may best eon- | 


duge to the public intereste y and the net pre 
sales of such lands shall be paid into the Treasury of the 
United States, after deducting all aetual and necessary 

penses atending or growing ont of the sales of such jands, 


eds from the 


Sue. Q, vind be it further enacted, Phat in all cases of | 
ved or acquired for military purposes, ii 


gales of bands, res 
on Which buildings or other improvements bave been erected 
orimade by the Government, the net proceeds of such sale 
shall be paid into the Treasury to the eredit of the appro 


ation from which such buildings or improvements were i 


doar made, 
3. dnd be ii further enacted, That where improve- 
ments have been, or may be made on any such reserved 
Jands by societies or individnals under authority from the 
Governinent, tbe President of the United Stat pe, and 
he is hereby, anthorized to sell to them such quantity of 


erecte 


Ss 


land, not exceeding in quantity a quarter of one section, i 
ary to the objects for which such improve- | 


as may be ne 


ments were made, aud for the proper ase and security ot | 


them, ata price at least equal to the actual cost to the Gov- + 


ernment ofsuch lands, apd notless than the minimum price 
of the pubic lands. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate; the amend- 
ment was concurred in, and the bill erdered to be 
engrossed for a third read 
time, and passed. 


ROBERT C. THOMPSON. 
On the motion of Mr. COOPER, 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
“the bil for the reliefof Robert C. Thompson, only 
surviving child and legal representative of Wil- 
liam Thompson, deceased, formerly a brigadier . 
general in the Army of the Revolutionary war. 
It proposes to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to Robert C. Thompson, only 
surviving child and administrator, with the will | 
annexed, of William Thompson, deceased, for- 
merly a brigadier general in the Army of the | 
Revolutionary war,) seven years’ half pay, of an | 
officer of the rank of a brigadier general in that 
service. 
Mr, COOPER. T move to amend the bill by 
striking out the words: ‘t his surviving child.” 
"Phere are other surviving children. i 


ing, and was read a third 


the Senate, as; 


| The amendment was agreed to; and the bill 
was reported to the Senate as amended. 

Mr. NORRI». If there is any report in the 
case I should like to hear it read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed that there is no report. 
| Mr. COOPER. There was a report accom- 
ji panying the biil. It was reported upon unani- 
| mously by the committee. I reported the bill in 
‘| the first place without the authority of the com- 
mittee, by mistake. f then withdrew it, and the 
report was subsequently made as the committee 
will recollect. I find that there were two bills 
printed, one with interest provided for as it was 
first reported, and the other as it is now read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator state what was the number of the first bill? 

Mr. COOPER. I cannot tell what the number 
of the first bill was. The number of the present 
bill is 938, I think. Ihave herea copy of the 
report. 

The paper was read, from which it appears that 
General ‘hompson was appointed a brigadier 
general in the Army of the Revolutionary war, 
from the State of Pennsylvania, in March, 1776. 
At the battle of ‘Three Rivers,” on the 13th of 
: June, i776, he was taken prisoner. He died on 
the 13th of September, 1781, not having been ex- 
changed, but being on parole. Neither General 
Thompson, during his lite time, nor his children 
after his death, have received the seven years’ half 
pay he was entitled to by virtue of the resolution 
of Congress of August 24, 1730. The certificate 
of the Third Auditor, which is on file with the 
papers in the case, states that the records of the 
| revolutionary war in that office afford no evidence 
thet General Thompson went into the service, or 
the date of his death, or that he was on parole 
and never exchanged; but they do afford evidence 
that he was in the service, and that funds were 
placed in his hands to pay the officers and soldiers 
under him subsequent to his return from captivity. 
The affidavit of Mrs. Thompson, the widow of 
‘the eldest son of General Thompson, proves that 
ihe was in the service, and fought in several bat- 
i} tes during the revolutionary war, and that he 
: died September 3, 1781, a prisoner, Exteacts are 
also furnished from the proceedings of Congress 
of that period going to show that he was recog- 
nized as being in the service. 

The committee consider that the testimony es- 
tublishes the facts that General Thompson was a 
brigadier general; that he was taken a prisoner at 
i! the battle of Three Rivers on the 13th June, 1776; 
| that he died a prisoner, on parole, on the 3d Sep- 
t tember, 1781; that neither his widow nor children 
have received the seven years’ half pay to which 
i they were entitled by virtue of the act of Con- 
i gress of August 24, 1750; that Robert C. Thomp- 
son is his legal representative, and is thereb 
i deemed to be entitled to the seven years’ half pay 
claimed by him as such legal representative, from 
the 3d September, 1731, the date of the death of 
General Thompson. 

Mr. COOPER. I shall not makea speech, but 
I desire to say that this oill was reported from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims by myself. 
The way it happens that there is no report, Í pre- 
sume, is this: The petition was at first, with the 
accompanying papers, committed to me, and I 
made a report npon them. In presenting reports 
: here on one oceasion, J made one on this case 
without the authority of the committee. It oc- 
curred to rae, before I left the Senate Chamber 
that day, that I had done so; and Í asked permis- 
sien to withdraw it. The report was withdrawn. 
; Permission was subsequently obtained from the 
: committee to report the bill; and, ] presame, the 
bill only was brought back and printed without the 
report. [ know ef no other reason why the re- 
‘port is not printed. l made the report myself. 1 

know there was a report, I have a great many 
| papers extracted from the public records, which 
show who General Thompson was. Heis famil- 
ar to history, and the person for whose relief the 
bill is is his grandchild. 

Mr. CLAY. I desire to ask the Senator from 
Pennsylvania a question. I may have misappre- 
hended what was read by the Secretary, but I 
thought F discovered a very palpable conflict in 
the testimony as regards dates. As [ understood 
the affidavit of the lady, which was read, itrepre- 
, sents that General Thompson wag taken prisoner 

some time in 1776; and that he died a prisoner in 


| 
t 
t 
il 


| of a private bill. 


1781. Then I heard it stated, as the Secretary 
read on, that there is record evidence on file in 
the Department, that he was appointed a disburs- 
ing agent in 1780. I want to reconcile ihis appar- 


; ent conflict inthe testimony. Flow happens it? 


Mr. COOPER. I will explain that in one mo- 
ment. General Thompson was taken prisoner at 
the Three Rivers, with his command. He was 
retained a prisoner from that time, in 1776, to the 
end of the war. He was on his parole in 1780, 
when he was made a disbursing agent to pay his 
own troops. That all appears in the State papers. 
He was a prisoner, and he.died a prisoner, but 
he was appointed to pay over money to his own 
troops, as it appears from the Journals of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. NORRIS. 
journ. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Ihope not. 
shall act upon this bill first. 

The motion was not agreed to, there being, on 
a division—ayes 12, noes 23. 

Mr. BRIGHT. l believe the report in this 


I move that the Senate ad- 


I hope we 


| case has not been printed yet. 


Mr. NORRIS. There is no report at all. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I understood what the Secre- 
tary read was the report. Certainly, { heard 
some paper read other than the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will suggest that the right bill, by some means or 
other, has not been printed, and what has been 
read is a manuscript copy of the report. 

Mr. BRIGHT. That report is very unsatis- 
factory to my mind. The bill itself, I believe, 
allows interest and goes back 

Mr. COOPER. No, sir, it does not allow in- 
terest. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I would ask the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Evans,]} 
whether the general bill which he has reported to 
the Senate, does not cover this case? 

Mr. EVANS, There is a bill pending granting 
pay in the first instance to officers of the revolu- 
tionary army who, under several resolutions of 
Congress, were entitled to receive it, although a 
commutation of full pay for ive years may have 
been received; and in case of the death of the 
officer, his widow and his children are provided 
for. 

Mr. COOPER. I will state that the general 
bill reported by the Senator from South Carolina 
does embrace this case; but there is no probability 
that that bill will pass at this session, and it is no 
reason, it seems to me, why this bill should not 
pass. I did not know that there was not a report 
until to-day. It arises, | presume, in the way I 
mentioned. J made the report among a number 
of others, without authority, I recalled it the 
same day, and went back to the committee, and 
at the next meeting obtained authority to make 
the report. I then made it, and I supposed that 
all were printed together. It seems it was not 
printed. I hope that the Senator from Indiana 
will not insist on postponing the action on the bill 
until the report is printed. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1I do not insist upon the report 
in this case. 1 understand the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina to state that the bill which he 
has reported meets this class of cases. 

Mr. EVANS. I have proposed, for the last 


| four or five weeks, to call up that bill, but have 
j not succeeded in doing so. 


1 propose to call it 
up to-morrow. I understand to-morrow is ob- 
jection day, and this can come up in the character 
I propose to eall it up then. 

Mr. BRIGHT. f merely desire to state that 
I am opposed to the payment of all these ancient 
class of cases. I think all those which have any 
merit in them have been provided for in years 
that have passed; and, at this late period, those 
that are brought forward have, generally speak- 
ing, little merit. Isee no reason for singling out 
this case and separating it from many others of a 
similar character which are before the Senate. If 
the general bill which has been reported by the 
Senator from South Carolina can be passed intoa 
law, well and good. I shall content myself with 
voting against it. In this particular case | shall 
only ask for the yeas and nays upon the engross- 
ment of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. BROWN. 1 think it exceedingly unfair 
to adopt such a suggestion as that made by the 


Senator from Indiana; that one man’s claim shall 


1854, 


THE CONG 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1628 


be postponed and not acted upon, simply because 
a general billis pending, covering thatand all other 
eases. This petitioner comes here and asks to 
have his case acted upon, and not to have it put 
into a general biil among five hundred or a thou- 
sand, or it may be ten thousand others. He has 
had his case examined by itself; the committee 
have reported in favor of it, and he is entitled to 
have it acted upon by itself. If his claim is right, 
he ought not to be required to run the hazard of 
having a bill passed, not only covering his case, 
but five hundred or a thousand others. 1 have 
heard the appeal several times made against par- 
ticular claims, because there was a general bill 
covering all such cases. I do not think it fair | 
towards the claimant, and I feel it just towards 
this person, whom Í do not know, about whose 
claira | know and care very little, to say that [ 
think it is a very unfair way to treat a claim which 
comes before the Senate. If this man had chosen | 
to take his chance in a general bill, very well; but 
having now presented his claim separately, and 
had a favorable report upon it, and having his bill | 
here taking precedence of the genera! bill, I think 
he is entitled to the special action of the Senate, 
and to have his case stand on its own merits, 

On the question ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading, the yeas and nays were taken 
with the following result: i H 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brodhead, 
Brown, Cooper, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Fessenden, | 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Pratt, Rock- 
well, Sebastian, Stuart, Walker, and Weller—1?. i 

NAYS—~Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bright, Clay, 
Dodge of Iowa, Norris, Pettit, and Stidel—_9. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is not 
a quorum voting. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuonspay, July 6, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. i 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. THURSTON. [ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to introduce the following reso- 
tion: 


Resolved, That there be ten thousand copies of Esplana- | 
tions and Incidents in ‘Texas, New Mexico, California, &c., 
cormected with the Mexican Boundary Commission, by 
Jolin I. Bartlett, late United States Commissioner, pnb- 
lished for the use of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. I 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 


is upon agreeing to the amendments to the civil 
and diplomatic bill, reported from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union yesterday. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 suppose the | 
usual course will be pursued, which is to read the | 
amendments through, and if any gentleman de- 
sires a separate vote upon any one, he will desig- 
nate it, 

The SPEAKER. That has been the usual 
course, and, if not objected to, the amendments 
will be read; and if any gentleman desires a sep- 
arate vote upon any one of them, he will rise in 
his place and signify it. Those amendments not 
objected to will be voted upon en masse. 

‘Lhe Clerk then read all the amendments through, | 
when separate votes were demanded on the fol- | 
lowing amendments by the members indicated ! 


On the twenty-second and twenty-fourth amend- | 
ments, by Mr. LETCHER; 


i burn, John Wentworth, Yates, and Zolticoffur— 
below: ji 


Oh the twenty-sixth amendment, by Mr. Pres- 
TON} 

On the twenty-ninth amendment, by Mr. 
Bainces; 

On the thirtieth amendment, by Mr. Laercurn, į 


| 
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On the thirty-first amendment, by Mr. Joxes, |: 


of Tennessee; 
On the thirty-third amendment, by Mr. Sew- 
ARDS 


On the thirty-eighth amendment, by Mr. Jones, i 


of Tennessee; Í 
On the thirty-ninth amendment, by Mr. Jongs, | 
of Tennessee; 


On the forty-second amendment, by Mr. Sew- | 


ARDI l : 
On the forty-fifth amendment, by Mr. Jones, of 
Tonnbaste; 


On the fifty-first amendment, by Mr. BALL. 
Mr. BRIDGES. When the twenty-ninth amend- 
ment was read, Í asked for a separate vote on it. 
i now desire to withdraw that request. It is the 
amendment in reference to the assay officeat New 
| York city. 
| The SPEAKER. 


The gentleman can with- 


mous consent. Is there objection? 

Mr. HAVEN. Iam inclined to ask for a di- 

vision of the question on the amendment, while 
Iam happy that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
! has withdrawn his objection. 
| TheSPEAKER. Being reported as one amend- 
ment, it is not divisible. 
' Mr. HAVEN. f would suggest to the Chair, 
that, under the terms of the rule, we can take away 
from an amendment, provided we have an affirm- 
ative substantive proposition. 

The SPEAKER. The amendmentis not divi- 
sible. As the Chair understands, objection is 
made, and a separate vote accordingly will be had 
on the proposition. 

The question was then taken on all the amend- 
ments upon which separate votes were not asked; 
and they were concurred in. 

The twenty-second amendment, on which a 
separate vote was demanded by Mr. Lercuer, 
was read by the Clerk, as follows: 

For completing the custom-house at St. Louis, Missouri, 
$100,000 ; 


For completing the custom-house at Mobile, Alabama, 
$65,000 ; 


$40,000; » 


tueky, $40,000 5 


$20,000 ; 

For completing the custom-house at Bath, Maine, 
$20,000 ; 

For completing the custom-house at Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, $12,000; 

And for purchasing a site for a custom-house at Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, $24,000. 


Mr. LETCHER. 
ble? 

TheSPEAKER. The previous question op- 
erating, it is not divisible; for division is tanta- 
mount to amendment, which is expressly excluded 
by the previous question under the rule. 

Mr. MeMULLiIN. ‘Then we are forced to 
vote on all these appropriations for custom-houses 
en masse, us a whole? 

The SPEAKER. So the Chair decides. Sep- 
arate votes cannot be had on each and every of the 
items. Under the operation of the previous ques- 


Is that amendment divisi- 


' tion, the amendment must be voted on asa whole. | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays. i 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 72, nays 70; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Ball, Bennett, Benson, 
Benton, Bugg, Caruthers, Caskie, Chandler, Clark, Cor- 
win, Cox, Cullom, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas Davis, De 
Witt, Diek, Disney, Eastman, Edmands, Everhart, Farley, 
Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Giddings, 
Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, HH, Howe, Kidwell, La- 
tham, Lindsley, Mace, Matteson, Middleswartb, Jolin G. 
Miller, Morgan, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Phillips, 


Task for the yeas 


Preston, Riddle, David Ritebie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, || i 7 
; i mitb, Wi : s i a printed amendment when he sent it up; it was 
Hes 5 “| on the same page that contained the proviso, which 
Upam, Wade, |; was at the top of the page, with the appropriation 


| 


Sage, Sapp, Shannon, Gerrit Smith, William R. Smith, 
Frederick P Stanten, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
vens, Jobn L. Taylor, Thurston, ‘Tracy 
Walbridge, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, Is 


el Wash- 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, 
| David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Bell, Bridges, Brooks, Carpe: 
ter, Chamberlain, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, John 
G. Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dowdell, Edmundson, Etlison, 


| English, Faulkner, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Wiley P. ; 
| Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Hillyer, Houston, Jotinso 


Daniel T. Jones, George W., Jones, Roland Jones, Kit- 
! tredge, Knox, Lainb, Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, MeMal- 


: Hin, McQueen, Maxwell, Miilson, Murray, Nichols, Nor- ` 


ton, Olda, Orr, Biskop Perkins, Powell, 
Reese, Thomas Ritchey, Rufliu, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, 
Shower, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Strauon, Jobn J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
‘Trout, Vail, Vansant, and Daniel B. Wright—7u, 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. PRESTON. Trise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by 
the amendment wss adopted, and to lay that mo- 
tion upon the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. Upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. | y A, i 

Mr. PRESTON. Well, I withdraw the motion. 


P 


uryear, Ready, 


On the forty-sixth amendment by Mr. Brivexs; | 


| draw his call for a separate vote only by unani- | 


For completing the custom-house at Cincinnati, Ohio, | 
For completing the custom-house at Louisville, Ken- į 


For completing the custom-house at Bangor, Maine, | 


which ij 


Twenty-fourth amendment: s =: ; 


To complete the marine hospital ‘at Evansville in ‘the 
State of Indiana, $2,000. Sob $ 
Tocomplcte the marine hospital at San Francisco p toin- 
close the site and drain the same, and for weceseary oulbuild- 
ings, $44,000: Provided, Thatnone of the moneys appro 
| priated for any buildings mentioned in this act shall be used 
|| or applied for the purposes mentioned, until a valid-tineto 
|| the land for the site of such building, in each-case, shall be: 
i| vested in the United States, and until the State in whieh 
such building is to be completed shall,in due form, and iña 
manner that shall bind such State, release and surrender to 
the United States jurisdiction over the site of such building; 
and shal! also duty release and relinquish to the United ` 
States the right to tax, or in any way assess the said site, 
or the property of the United States that may be ‘thereon 
during the time the said United States shall be and remain 
i the owner thereof; and that none of the moneys appro- 
‘| priated for any building in this act, or heretofore appro- 
ii priated for the purposes mentioned, shalt be used or applied 
i for the purposes for which they are appropriated, unless 
the sum shall be sufficient in each case to complete the 
building im such cases, and fully and entirciy accomplish 
the object for which the appropriation in this act is made 5 
and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby prohibited from 
| using or applying any of the moneys aforesaid, in any one 
| case, until he shall have made a contract, with such security 
| as he shall approve, for the completion of the entire build- 
: ing; and the work, in such case, at a sum not exceeding the 
sum appropriated and unexpended in such cases; -and the 
said Secretary of the Treasury shalt enter into no contract, 
either conditional or final, for the purposes. mentioned. in 
this act, which shall involve in any one case a sum beyond 
the sums appropriated and remaining unexpended in such 
eases; and in alt cases where such unexpended appropria- 
tion shall be insufficient to: complete the. entire work, in 
such cases, or until the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
suspend ail action in reference thereto, and shall report to 
| Congress, on the first day of each session, the condition of 
the work in such cases, and shall, ‘at the same time, lay 
before Congress such plans and estimates as, in his judg- 
ment, shall be proper for the completion of the building 
and work in such cases. 
The question being on agreeing to the foregoing 
amendment, À 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, asked for the yeas and 
nays. 
Tbe yeas and nays were ordered. 
The Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 
the call, ; 
| Mr. ORR said: There is a misapprehension, 
Mr. Speaker, with respect to the amendment 
which the House is voting on, By mistake, the 
two hospitals which the Clerk has reported a8 ap- | 
propriauions having been made for--those at Evang- 
ville, in the State of Indiana, and: San. Francisco 
| —were not included in the original amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
| Preston,] and they should not have been. re- 
ported as part of the amendment on which we 
are now voting. They have come in. in a subse- 
| quent amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Tayior;] and, therefore, the question 
' before the House is, or should be, on the proviso 


Pending 


« 


|| offered by the gentleman from Kentucky. 

: Mr. HAVEN. So Ff understood its and f had 
| my eye upon it carefully while we were in com- 
| mittee. 

| The SPEAKER. In justice to the Clerks, the 
| Chair would like to inquire how the mistake grew 
| 


up? 
PMr. ORR. I think I can explain it. : 
| The SPEAKER, (after consultation with th 
| Clerks.) ‘The Clerks reportthe amendment as one 
| which on its face is to be voted on in the form in 
which it is now before the House, 
' Mr. ORR. The amendment of the gentleman 
‘from Kentucky (Mr. Prestox] was a portion of 


H 
| 
| 


i 


for these two marine hospitals; but he marked 
with his pencil just below the end of the two ap- 
propriations for the hospital, the point at which 
his intention was that the amount should com- 
mence; and it was so regarded and treated in the 
committee. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it not too late to raise 
question about the matter now, after having taken 
half the vote? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 
the House, or any member, would not be unwill- 
: ing to have an accidental mistake corrected. 

: Mr. PRESTON. Dol understand the Chair 
: as deciding that itis too late now to correct any 
i| misapprehensiou as to the character of the amend~ 
ij ment ? 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so decide. 
t The Chair, however, does decide that; if insisted 
Îi upon, the vote now being taken will-bave to be 
Heoneluded. ; ; 
i Me. DETCHER. F insist upon it. 


à 


i 
i 
i 
i 


We may 
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as well take the vote now on the whole matter, as 
have to take separate votes on it. ' 

Several Memrers. How will it be then? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not quite sure 
that he himself understands correctly the pre- 
cise condition of this matter. Is it true that the 
two hospitals, for the appropriations for which 
the House has just been voting, are provided 
for in the general amendment in respect to such 
buildings? The Chair understands that these 
two hospitals are provided for in the thirty-first 
amendment to the bill. If that be so, it follows 
that the House is mistaken in being now engaged 
in voting upon appropriations for hospitals so 
provided for in another amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. l beg leave to say, 
that all the amend ments proposed or recommended 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, for ap- 
propriations for marine hospitals, were offered by 
myself as a single amendment, and were so voted 
upon by the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. And whence comes the pro- 
viso contained in the amendment which has been 
reported from the Clerk’s table? Where does it 
come in? And to what does it belong? That 
proviso evidently belongs to the amendment with 
regard to the custom-houses. 

Mr. PRESTON. Evidently it does. If the 
House will indulge me for a moment, I will en- 
deavor to explain. The Committee of Ways and 
Means reported a separate custom house bill. 
After it had passed, and when we had the subject 
of marine hospitals up, I offered an amendment in 
the shape of the proviso that has been read by the 
Clerk, to apply to the custom-houses, and every 
other building included in the bill. It was offered 
by me immediately after disposing of the custom- 
houses, and before disposing of the marine hos- 
pitals; but it was designed as an independent 
amendment, or proviso, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand that 
a part of this amendment belongs to the amend- 
ment for the custom-houses. 

Mr. PRESTON. Yes; and the other portion 
of it belongs to other amendments. 

Mr. JONES, ‘Then it is necessary to take that 
vote over again. 

Mr. CUTTING. Does not the construction of 
the proviso apply to the custom-houses as well as 
to the marine hospitals ? 

The SPEAKER, Yes; but there were distinct 
amendments for these buildings. 

Mr. JONES. But it has been offered so as that 
it should apply to the marine hospitals as well as 
to the custom-houses; and it was adopted by the 
committee as a whole amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the proviso in relation to marine hospitals, con- 
tained within the amendment that has been erro- 
neously read at the Clerk’s table, is a separate and 
distinct amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. No, sir; it belongs to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentacky asa 
whole. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, the Chair understands, offered the proviso 
as a separate and distinct amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
ence to marine hospitals a part of the amendment 
which the gentleman from Kentucky sent to the 
Chair? If itis, I think we had better go on with 
the call of the roll. 

Mr. PRESTON, 
that the custom-house amendment was adopted in 
the first place by a vote of 64 to 56, as my mem- 
ory serves me. There was then an amendment 


offered in reference to marine hospitals, and some | 
ten ortwelve minutes after, Í offered this proviso as | 


a separate amendment, designed to apply to the 
custom-houses. 

The SPEAKER. The notes taken at the time 
by the Clerk show distinctly that the proviso was 
offered as a separate amendment coming in after 
the marine hospitals had been voted on, and 
another amendment added upon the motion of the 
gentleman from California, [Mr. McDovucatt.] 
There can be no doubt that it was a separate and 
distinct amendment, separated from the marine 
hospitals even by another amendment. ‘The 


Chair hopes it will be the unanimous consent of | 


the House that the calling of the roll shall not 
proceed further, but that the vote may be taken 
upon the proviso as it was adopted by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Is the amendment in refer- | 


The House will bear in mind | 


| tire building and work, ata sum not exceeding the sum of 


«gress such plans and estimates as, in bis judgment, shall | 


i| Ritehey, Rofin, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, | 
| Jobn J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. ‘Taylor, Trout, Vail, Vansant, | 


| and property ofthe United States thereon, from all taxes, | 


Phere was no objection; and the proviso was. 
reported as a distinct amendment, and adopted by 
the House. 


Twenty-sixth amendment. 

To complete the custam-house at Richmond, Virginia, 
$150,000: Provided, That none of the residue of the 
moneys appropriated for this building, in and by this act, or 
by any former act, and now remaining unexpended, shall be 
used or applied for the purposes mentioned in this act, by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, until a valid title to the land 
for the site of such building shall be vested in the United 
States, and until the State of Virginia shall, in due form, 
and in a manner that shall bind said State, release and sur- 
render to the United States jurisdiction over the site of į 
such building ; ärid shall aiso duly release and relinquish ; 
to the United States the right to tax, orin any way assess 
said site, or the property of the United States that may be į 
thereon during the time that the said United States shail be : 
or remain the owner thereof: And provided further, That 
none of said moneys appropriated for said building by this 
act, or heretofore appropriated for the purposes mentioned, 
and now remaining unexpended, shall be used or applied 
for the purpose for which they are appropriated, unless the 
same shall be sufficient to complete the building fully, and 
entirely accomplish the object for which the appropriation 
in this actis made. And the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby prohibited from using or applying any of the moneys 
aforesaid, until he shall have made a contract with such |! 
security as he shall approve for the completion of the en- i 


moneys appropriated and unexpended. And the said Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall enter into no contract, either 
conditional oy final, for the purpose mentioned in this act, 
which shall involve an expenditure beyond the sums appro- 
priated and remaining unexpended ; and should such unex- || 
pended appropriations be insufficient to complete the entire i 

i 

| 


work, the said Secretary of the Treasury shall suspend all | 
action in reference thereto, and shall report to Congress on | 
the first day of its session in December, 1854, the condition 
of the work, and shall, at the same lime, lay before Con- 


be proper lor the completion of the building and work: 
And provided further, That the Seeretary of thé Treasury | 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to go on and 
construet, or cause to be constrreted, completed, and ñn- 
ished, the building mentioned and provided for, subject in 
all things {0 the limitations and restictions contained ji 
herein, j 


Mr CHAMBERLAIN. 
and nays on that amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | 
The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
i 
| 


I demand the yeas 


the affirmative—yeas 84, nays 54; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ashe, David J. 
Bailey, Ball, Benson, Benton, Bocock, Brooks, Bugg, 
Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskic, Chandler, Clark, Cobb, Cor- | 
win, Cox, Curtis, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Disney, | 
Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, | 
Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Aaron Har- | 
Jan, Harrison, Haven, Hill, Houston, Mowe, George W. | 
Jones, Roland Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Latham, Lilly, Lind- 
ley, Lindsley, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Middleswarth, Jobn 
G. Miller, Olds, Parker, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Reese, | 
Riddle, David Ritchie, Robhins, Russel, Sabin, Sapp, Sew- 
ard, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Suith, Frederick P., Stanton, Richard H. | 
Stanton, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Upham, Wade, 
Walbridge, Walley, Miihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, John W orth, and Yates—84. f 

NAYS--M James ©. Allen, Willis Allen, Barks- 
dale, Belcher, Bridges, Chamberlain, Colquitt, Craige 
Jobn G., Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dowdell, Ellison, English, | 
Greenwood, Grow, Wiley P., Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, | 
Uilyer, Daniel T. Jones, Kittre > Kuox, Lamb, Letcher, | 
MeCulfoch, MeMullin, MeQueen, Macy, Matteson, Mill- | 
sou, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Packer, | 
John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, Ready, Thomas | 


i 
i 
j 

ti 
1 


| 
j 
Walsh, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicofier—54. | 

So the amendment was adopted. l 


Previous to the announcement ofthe above vote, 

Mr. COBB said: Mr. Speaker, with the per- 
mission of the House | would state that, although |) 
l voted against this proposition in the first instance, : 
: a give it my vote because it hangs on its own 
wok. 

Mr. CASKIE. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was adopted, and that 
that motion be laid upon the table. 

Mr. LILLY. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and the latter motion 
was agreed to. 


Twenty-ninth amendment: 


For the purchase of the lots or parcels of land, with the 
appurtenances and buildings thereon, belonging one thereof | 
to the Bank of Commerce, and the other thereof to the 
Bank of the State of New York, and particularly referred | 
to and deseribed in two contracts—one with each of said 
banks—for the leasing and right to purchase the same, hear- 
ing date the 19th of August, 1853, $530,000: Provided, That 
hefore the said purchase is completed, the State of New | 
York shall cede to the United States jurisdiction over said | 
land and property,and shail, by law, exonerate the same, ! 


levies, and assessments thereon, while the same remains 
the property of the United States. 


Mr. HAVEN. Under the 53d rule, which is i 


_ Åsne were appointed. 


applicable to this case, I ask a division of the ques~ 
tion, frst having a vote on all the amendments, 
down to the last proviso, and then a vote on the 
last proviso. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 do not think 
that can be done, and for two reasons; first, we are 
now acting under the operation of the previous 
question; and, secondly, if all the amendments 
excepling the proviso be stricken out, there will 
not be left afterwards a substantive proposition 
for us to vote on. 

The SPEAKER. There willbe no ground for 
the proviso to stand upon. 

Mr. JONES. None at all; and the call fore 
division is, of course, not in ordef, 

The SPEAKER. So the Chair decides. 

Mr. HAVEN. As to the last suggestion made 

by the gentleman from Tennessee, the rule is ex- 
olicit: 
j a Any inember may cal! for a division of a question, which 
shal! be divided if it comprehend propositions in substance 
so distinct, that one being taken away, a substantive prop- 
osition shall remain for the decision of the House.’ 

I submit that nothing can be more plain than 
that the first part of this amendment is a substan- 
tive and distinet proposition, and that the residue 
may be voted in or out of it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York seemssto have forgotten that the previous 
question cuts off all amendments, and would not 
allow that object to be attained by a division of 
the question any more than by an entirely new 
amendment, 

Mr. HAVEN. The language of the rule is: 

“Phat any member may call for a division of a question 
if it comprehends propositions in substance so distinct, thas 
one being taken away, a substantive proposition shall re- 
main.?? 


The SPEAKER. The uniform practice has 


i been to vote upon each amendment aa a whole, 


under the operation of the previous question. The 
Chair does not know any variation from that 
practice. 

Mr. HAVEN. DoF understand the Chair as 
ruling that I cannot have a division? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so rules. 

Mr. HAVEN. I think the decision is not in 
strict accordance with the rule itself. But I do 
not desire to make any point of order about it. 

Mr. MORRISON demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the amendment; but they were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Thirtieth amendment: 

To complete the custom-house at Waldoboro’, in the 
State of Maine, the sum of $13,000, which, in addition to 
the sam heretofore appropriated, shall constitute the entire 
cost of the purchase of the site, ereetion, and completion 
of the building, 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

‘Thirty-first amendment: 

To complete the marine hospital at Cleveland, in the 


; State of Ohio, $25,000 ; 


‘fo complete the marine hospital at St. Louis, in the State 
of Missouri, $10,000 ; 

To complete the marine hospital at Chicago, in the State 
of lilinois, 48,000 ; 

To complete the marine hospital at Louisville, in the 
State of Kentucky, $12,500 ; 

To complete the marine hospital at Paducah, in said 
State, $5,000 5 

To complete the marine hospital at San Francisco, in 
the State of Calitornia, and to inclose the site and drain 
the same, and for nceessary out-buildings, $44, 000. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the 
yeas and nays upon that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox and 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 77, noes 55. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Thirty-second amendment: 

For the construction of a marine hospital at Vicksburg, 
in the State of Mississippi, $55,000, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the 
yeas and nays upon that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. ROBBINS, I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Liy, and 
Wasupern of Maine, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers 
—ayes 83, noes 39. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Thirty-eighth amendment: 


reported 


1854. | 
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For books voted to the members of the Thirty-Third 
Congress by the joint resolution of 24th February, 1854, 


and the resolution of the House of the 26th June, 1854, | 


$199,510 87. $ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Thirty-ninth amendment: 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
purchase from the publishers, Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 
two hundred copies each of the second and third volumes 
of Schooicraft’s History, &c., of the Indian Tribes of the 


United States, to complete the new sets of the new mem- | 


bers of the House of Representatives, at $3 50 per volume, 
$1,400: Provided, That the said volumes shall be of the 
same style and quality as those heretofore furnished. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Upon the adoption 
of that amendment I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was then agreed to—ayes 84, 
noes 39, 

Forty-second amendment: 


For the comptetion of the bridge at the Little Falls, in 
the District of Columbia, $75,000: Provided, That no part 


of this appropriation shall be expended except in fulfilment | 


of a contract which the Secretary of the Interior is hereby 
required to make for the completion of the said bridge for 
the amomt hereby appropriated; and it shall be, and is 
hereby, declared to be the duty of the said Secretary to 
require of the contractor or contractors to give bond, with 
ample security, to fulfill his contract. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I demand the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 64, nays 87; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Abercrombie, Aiken, Appleton, Ball, 
Bell, Bensou, Benton, Bocock, Bridges, Bugg, Caskie, 
Chandler, Colquitt, Corwin, Craige, Cullom, Cutting, De 
Witt, Dick, Disney, Edmands, Edinundson, Everhart, Far- 
ley, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, Aaron Hartan, Harrison, 


HiU, Kidwell, Latbam, Lilly, McNair, Mace, Maxwell, ; 
May, Orr, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Preston, Reese, | 


Riddle, Rogers, Russell, Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Ger- 
rit Smith, Samnel A. Smith, William Smith, Frederick P. 
‘Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David 
Smart, John L. Taylor, Upham, Vansant, Walbridge, 
Walker, Walley, John Wentworth, and Yates—64. 


NAY S—Messrs. James C. Allen, David J. Bailey, Barks- i 


dale, Belcher, Bennett, Brooks, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chamberlain, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, 
Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dent, 


Dowdell, Hastman, Eddy, Ellison, Eoglish, Penton, Flag- į 
Jer, Fuller, Giddings, Greenwood, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, | 


Hastings, Haven, Heudricks, Hillyer, Houston, Howe, 
Ingersoll, Jobnsou, Daniel T. Joncs, George W. Jones, 
Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, Leteher, Lindley, Lindsley, Me- 
Julloch, MeMullin, McQueen, Macy, Matteson, Middie- 
swarth, Jolin G. Miller, Milson, Morgan, Morrison, Mur- 
ray, Nichols, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Bishop 
Perkins, 
Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Sabin, Sapp, Seward, 
Shaw, George W., Smyth, Stratton, John J. Taylor, Na- 
thaniel G, Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Vail, Walsh, 
Uibu B. Washbourne, Israel Washburn, and Daniel B. 
Wright—87. 


So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Forty-fifth-amendment: 
For the mileage and per diem of William Carr Lane, 


for contesting the seat of Delegate from New Mexico, | 


82,868 80, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 65, nays 72; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Ashe, Ball, 
Bennett, Benson, Benton, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamber- 
lain, Chandler, Corwin, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dawson, 
De Wit, Dick, Edmands, Farley, Franklin, Greenwood, 
Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Roland 
Jones, Knox, Latham, Lindiey, McMullin, Mace, Macy, 
Matteson, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Norton, 
Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Preston, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Gerrit Smith, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, David Stuart, John L. Tay- 


I demand the yeas 


lor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, 'Traey, Upham, Van- | 
sant, Etlihu B. Washburne, Israeli Washburn, John Went- : 


worth, Yates, and Zollicoiter—65. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, David J. Bailey, 
Barksdale, Belcher, Bridges, Brooks, Clingman, Cobb, 


Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dent, Disney, j| 
Dowdell, Eastman, Eddy, Edmundson, Eilison, Faulkner, | 
Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Grow, Wiley P. } 
Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Hillyer, Houston, Ingersoll, | 


Jobnson, Daniel 'T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kittredge, 


Lamb, Letehber, Lilly, Lindsley, McQueen, Milson, Mor- | 


rison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, John Perkins, 
Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, Seymour, 


Shamon, Shaw, Shower, Samuel A Smith, William ° 


Smith, Witliam R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. 
Stanton, John J. Taylor, Treut, Vail, Walbridge, Walley, 
Walsh, and Daniel B. Wright—72. 


So the amendment was disagreed to. 
Forty-sixth amendment: 


For continuing the aqueduet for bringing water into the 
city of Washington, agreeably to the plan adopted by the 


Phelps, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, David Ritchie, ; 


President of the United States; according to the provisions 
of the act of Congress, approved March 3, 1853, $500,000: 
Provided, That no portion of the foregoing amount shall 
be applied, unless the corporations of Georgetown and 
‘| Washington shall appropriate and pay a sum equal to one 
fifth of the amount required to construct the work upon 
i} the dam, aqueduct, reservoirs, and other works necessary 
|! to bring the water to the city of Washington: Provided, 
| That none of the money hereby appropriated shall be ex- 
f 

| 


pended in the construction of said aqueduct until contracts 
shall be entered into by the President of the United States, 
with good and responsible persons, with good and. suf- 
cient sureties, for such portious of the work to be executed, 
and materials to be furnished, as will, in his opinion, secure 
the faithful completion of the work upon the plan above 
referred to, for the sum of $2,300,000, or less, and within 
two years from the date of the contracts; and itis hereby 
deciared to be the true intent and meaning of the act of 
Congress under which the President adopted said plan for 
H bringing water into the city of Washington, that the sole 
and exclusive use of the water to be bronght by said aque 
duct is for the purposes af ithe Government establishments 
i| in said city to the extent they may require it, and the cities 
of Washington and Georgetown, and the inhabitants there- 
of, may, upon such terms and conditions, and under such 
regulations as may hereafter be prescribed by act of Con- 
gress, use the surplus water: Provided, That the whole 
expense of the additional pipes necessary for the distri- 
bution of such surplus water through the said cities, shail 
be borne exclusively by the corporations of said cities 
respectively; Ind provided further, That twenty per cent. 
on the estimate of the work cone on each contract shall be 
retained till the completion of the contract. 


Mr. BRIDGES. Idemand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 60, nays 91; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ashe, Ball, 
Bell, Benson, Brooks, Chamberlain, Chandler, Corwin, 
Craige, Cullom, Curtis, Cutting, Dawson, De Witt, Diek 
Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, Farley, Faulkner, Flagler, 
Florence, Franklin, Goode, Harrison, Hastings, Howe, Ro- 
land Jones, Kerr, Latham, Mace, May, Noble, Norton, 
Packer, Johu Perkins, Preston, Reese, Riddle, David | 
Ritehie, Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Shower, Samuel || 
A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Sinith, Hestor L. | 
Stevens, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, John b. Taylor, | 
1 
i 
{ 
i 


Upham, Vansant, Walbridge, Walley, John Wentworth, 
and Westbrook—6v. 


NAY S—Mersrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. jį 


Bailey, Barksdale, 
Bridges, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskic, Churehwell, Clark, $ 


j 
f 

Belcher, Bennett, Benton, Bocock, | 

Cobb, Colquitt, Thomas Davis, Dent, Disney, Dowdell, j 
j 

i 

i 

i 


Eastman, Ellison, English, Fenton, Fuller, Giddings, | 
Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Hartan, Haven, Hendricks, HN- 
yer, Houston, Ingersotl, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, 
Lindley, Lindsley, McCulloch, MeMallin, McNair, Me- 
Queen, Macy, Matteson, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, 
Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Powell, 
Pratt, Puryear, Ready, Thomas Ritchey, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, |, 
Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Gerrit Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, j 


| Stratton, Nathaniel G. ‘Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, 
Vail, Wade, Walsh, Ellthu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, and Zollicofer—91, 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I voted with the majority 
i| on the proposition allowing William Carr Lane 
mileage and per diem while he contested the seat : 
in this Hall of the Delegate from New Mexico; 
I| and I now move a reconsideration of the vote by 
i| which that amendment was defeated. 
‘| Mr. COBB. I move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 

Mr. SAPP. I demand the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay upon the tabie. 
|| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. i 

The question was ken; and it was decided in | 
the affirmative—yeas 75, nays 71; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs Aiken, Appleton, David J. Bailey, į 
Belcher, Bocock, Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, Churchwell, 
Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cuting, John G. Davis, : 
Dent, Dowdell, Easnnan, Edmundson, Bilison, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Grow, Hastings, Hen- 
dricks, Houston, Ingersoll, Johuson, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Lab, Letcher, 
Lilly, Lindsley, McMullin, A air, McQueen, Maxwell, 
Millson, Morrison, Murray, chols, Noble, Olds, Orr, 
Packer, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, 
Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rufiin, Seward, Seymour, | 
Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Samuel A. Smith, William | 
| Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, John J. Tay- |: 
| lor, Trout, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, and Daniel | 
| B. Wright—75. j: 

i 
i 


"E 
| 
| 
j 


i 
i 
i 
i 


NAYS-—~Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Bal, Bell, |: 
Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, | 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Clark, Corwin, Cuilom, Thomas |; 
Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Edinands, Farley, 
Flagler, Franklin, Giddings, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Ha- 
ven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Kerr, Knox, Latham, Lindley, 
H McCulloch, Mace, Matteson, Middleswarth, Morgan, Nor- : 
ii ton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Bishop Perkins, Preston, | 
| Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, 
| Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Gerrit Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, i| 
Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, John L. | 
Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, 
Vansant, Wade, Walley, Euihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, John Wentworth, and Zollicoffer-—~71. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


s 


i Stanton, Jobn 


Fifty-first'amendmënt: Ha 

Insert the following proviso after the provision. for. the 
payment of the Auxiliary Guard of Washington : š 

Provided, That the captain and members of the Auxiliary 
Guard shall be appointed by the President of the United 
States, and shall be subjeét to such rules and regulations.as 
may be preseribed by Bim. 


Mr. BALL. J demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. : 

The question was taken; and it was decidedein 
the negative—yeas 64, nays 78; as fóllows: 

YEAS—Messrs, James Č. Allen, Willis’ AHen, Barks 
dale, Belcher, Bell, Bocock, Bridges, Chamberlain, Church- 
well, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, Daw- 
son, Dowdell, Eastman, Edmundson, English, Faulkner, 
Florence, Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Wiley P.: Harris, 


| Hastings, Henn, Houston, Ingersoll, Johnson, Roland 
| Jones, Kitredge, Lamb, Latham, Lindsley, MeMalliny 


McNair, Macy, May, Noble, Olds, Orr, Packer, Phelps, 
Pratt, Riddie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, 
Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Samu? A. Sinith, 
William Smith, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart; John Ja 
Taylor, Trout, Vansant, Walker, Walsh, and Daniel B. 
Wright—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abererombie, Aiken, Appleton, Ball, 
Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bugg, Carpeuter, Caruthers; 
Chandler, Corwin, Cox, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dent, De 
Witt, Dick, Eddy, Edmauds, Sitison, Everhart, Pavey, 
Penton, Flagler, Franklin, Giddings, Grow, Aaron Harlan, 
Harrison, Haven, Hill, Howe, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Knox, 
Letcher, Lindley, McCulloch, McQueen, Mace, Matteson, 
Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Milison, Morgan, Murray, 
Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Phillips, Powell. Preston, 
Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, John L. 
Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham 
Wade, Walley, Bihu B. Washbume, israel Washburty 
Johu Wentworth, and Zollicoffer-—78. 


So the amendment was disagreed to. 


The amendments reported from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union having 


| now been disposed of, the bill was ordered to be 


engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was subsequently read the third time. 
The question now being, ‘¢ Shall the bill pass 2’? 
Mr. HOUSTON moved the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to. be put. 
Mr. WALSH demanded the yeasand nays on 


i the passage of the bill. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. : 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 


' the negative—yeas 75, nays 82; as follows: 


YEAS—-Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Ap- 
pleton, Beicher, Bell, Benson, Benton, Brooks, Bugg, Ca- 
ruthers, Caskie, Chandier, Cox, Cutting, Thomas Davis, 
Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Edmands, Edmundson, 
Everhart, Farley, Fauikner, Florence, Franklin, Futer, 
Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison 
Haven, Henn, Houston, Howe, Ingersoll, Johnson, Rolan 
Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, May, 
John G. Miler, Milson, Packer, Phetps, Philips, Pratt, 
Preston, Reese, Riddie, David Ritchie, Robbing, Sapp, Sey- 
mour, Shannon, Shower, G rrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard R, 
L. Kaylor, Thurston, Wade, Walbridge, 
Walker, Walley, John Wentworth, aud Westbrook—75. 

NAYs—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ball, Batkedale, Ben- 
nett, Boeock, Bridges, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Church- 
well, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Corwin, Craige, 
Cujlom, Jobn G. Davis, Dent, Dowdell, Eastman, Eddy; 
Ellison, English, Fenton, Flagler, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, 
Hastings, Hendricks, Hill, Hillyer, Daniel T. Jones, George 


; W. Jones, Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, Leteher, Liby, MeCul- 
© Joch, MeMullin, MeNair, McQueen, Mace, Macy, Maite- 


son, Maxwell, Middleswarth, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, 
Nichols, Noble, Norton, Olds, Orr, Parker, Bishop Perkins, 
Jobu Perkins, Powell, Puryear, Ready, Thomas Ritchey, 


| Rogers, Ruffin, Russell, Sage, Seward, Shaw, William 
: Smith, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, David Stuart; John J. 
| Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Walsh, 


Elibu B. Washburne, Daniel B. Wright, Yates, and Zolli- 
coffer—s2. 


So the bill was rejected. 


Previous to the announcement of the above vote, 
Mr. ORR said: | intended to vote “ aye,” but 


i J vote ‘no, with a view to move a reconsider- 


ation, if the bill be rejected. 

As soon as the result was announced, 

Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was rejected. 

Mr. WALSH. I move to lay that motion upon 
the table. 


Mr. ORR. Lamstill on the floor; and move 


i that the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. WALSH. Upon that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. McNAIR demanded tellers; which were 


i ordered; and Messrs. Maca and CHurcuwe.. 


were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—~ayes 95, noes 9. . 
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So the motion was agreed to; and the House 
thereupon (at four o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. till 
to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Fray, July 7, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Flenry SLICER. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXTENSION OF SLAVERY, 


Mr. ALLEN presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 


tions against the extension of the institution of || 
slavery, and the further acquisition of foreign ter- || 


ritory by the General Government; in favor of the 
right of trial by jury to all persons claimed under 
the fugitive slave law; and approving the course 
of the delegation from that State on the bill for the 


establishment of territorial governments in Ne- |; 


braska and Kansas; which were read, and ordered 
to lieon the table, and be printed. 


THOMAS.W. DORR. 

Mr. ALLEN presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions, accompanied by a copy of the opinion of 
the Supreme Court upon the act passed by the 
Legislature of said State June 25, 1844, reversing 
and annulling the judgment of the supreme court 
of Rhode Island, of treason against Thomas W. 
Dorr; which were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. j 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
of John Shaw, praying compensation for his 


gervices as interpreter in the trial of certain Win- | 


nebago Indians charged with murder, at a special 
term of the United States circuit court at Prairie 
du Chien, in the Territory of Michigan, in 1828, 


submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his | 3 3 . 
| The bill was read twice by unanimous consent, |: 


relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. ‘The report was ordered to be printed. 
PATAPSCO RIVER. 

Mr. PRATT. 
committee, to whom were referred the memorial 
of the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, and 
the petition of the Board of Trade of that city, ask- 
ing an appropriation by Congress for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Patapsco river, to 
submit a report, accompanied by a bill for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Patapsco river, 
and to render the port of Baltimore accessible to 
the war steamers of the United States. I ask that 
the bill may be read a first time, and that the re- 
port may he printed, 

The hill was read, and passed to a second read- 
ing; and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEA D. 
committee, I beg to say that I have no objection 
to the bill reported, but from some of the reason- 
ing contained in the report accompanying it, I dis- 
sent, 

ST. JOHN'S RIVER, FLORIDA. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate what exavnnations or surveys 
Dave becu made with reference to the improvement of il 
bar of the St. Jobips river, Plorida, under the appropria- 


Angust, 1852. together with the results of said examinations 
or surveys; and wheuher any further appropriation he nece 
sary to deepen the water ou the sald bar to meet the ordi- 
nary demands of navigation ; aud what means are proposed 
to accomplish the same. 


CANAL IN FLORIDA. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- | 


lutions which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be requested to 
cornmunicate to the Senate the action of Lis Department, 
under the appropriation af 30th of Ausust, 1852, for the 
examination and survey of the route fora canal across the 
peninsula of Ftorida; and whether any further appropria- 
tion be necessary to ascertain and determine a practicable 
route for said canal. 

A. E, ROMAN. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom 


was referred the bill of the House of Represent- | 


atives for the relief of A. B. Roman, to ask the 


I am instructed by the select ` 


As a member of the select | 


ny Congress for this purpose on the 30th of 


| unanimous consent of the Senate to make a report 
| recommending the passage of the bill, The re- 
_ port would have been made earlier, but it was im- 
| possible to do it for the last few days, because the 
|| morning hour has been occupied by other busi- 
i ness. Laiso ask for the immediate consideration 
| of the bill. Itis aclaim made by A. B. Roman, 


“ti asking for the confirmation of his title to his plan- 


tation which has been in the possession of his 
predecessors since a period prior to the cession 
of the Louisiana Territory to the United States. 
The confirmation was neglected, under certain acts 
of Congress, until they expired; and, in conse- 
quence, some difficulty has arisen about it. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
| bill. 

It proposes to confirm A. B. Roman, of the 
parish of St. James, Louisiana, in all the title 
now held or possessed by the United States to 
‘two tracts of land therein described, containing 
| seven thousand four hundred and thirty-eight acres 
of land; but the act is to be construed only to vest 
in him title, held by the United States, and notin 
any way to impair the bona fide rights, acquired 
by any other person under adverse grants, con- 
cessions, or purchases, made prior to the passage 
of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
| third time, and passed. 


Í NEBRASKA AND WASHINGTON ROADS. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, yesterday 
i several territorial bilis were passed, but, by acci- 
dent, one was omitted. It is a bill relating to 
Washington and Nebraska Territories, 1 there- 
| fore ask the unanimous consent of the Senate 
to report now, and have considered, a bill making 
appropriations for the construction of certain 
| roads in the Territories of Nebraska and Wash- 
ington. If it leads to debate I will consent to let 
it go over, 


‘| and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
! Lt proposes to appropriate $85,000 for the construc- 
il tion of three roads, under the direction of the 
Secretary of War. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
|! amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr, DOUGLAS, the title was 
amended by inserting the word ‘military ’’ be- 
fore “ roads.” 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. WADE. I move to pass by the previous 
orders for the purpose of taking up Senate bill 
359, granting bounty land to Elizabeth Summers. 


Mr. HUNTER. I desire to make the sugges- 


consent, to suspend for this day so much of the 
rule as forbids debate on private bills. It seems 
to me it gives an unfair precedence to some bills. 
We had therefore better take up the Calendar in 
its order. 

Mr. WADE. 
considered, then, 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to taking 
up that bill if the method which | propose be 
adopted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I must object to the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Virginia. If the 
method proposed by him were adopted, and the 
| Calendar proceeded’ with regularly, bills that have 
| been debated five or six times before would again 
i be debated, and, as the session is now near its 
‘| close, other bills possessing merit, but lower down 
lon the Calendar, would not be acted upon at all. 
> Mr, PRATT. Let us take up the Calendar. 

Mr. HUNTER. Of course, my suggestion 
can only be adopted by unanimous consent. I 
have watched the operation of this rule, and a 
great many bills pass which would not do so if 
we had time to examine and debate them, and 
; sometimes others are opposed because there is no 
|| Opportunity of hearing an explanation. 1 think 
t much fairer to allow debate on all the bills. 

Mr. CLAY. f suggest to the Senator from 
; Ohio that it appears to me that it would be much 
| more satisfactory, as well as more expeditious, 
| to take up the Calendar in its regular order. 
i 
i 
| 


Let the bill which I propose be 


Mr. WADE, I will withdraw my motion. 
Mr. CLAY. That is what I was going to pro- 


> 
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tion whether it would not be better, by general | 


i 


-ROBERT.C. THOMPSON. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first bill 
upon the Private Calendar, in the order of busi- 
| ness, is that on which the Senate was engaged at 
the adjournment yesterday—being the unfinished 
business of yesterday—the bill for the relief of 
Robert C.. Thompson, only surviving child and 
legal representative of William Thompson, de- 
ceased, formerly a brigadier general in the Army 
of the revolutionary war. ‘The question at the 
adjournment was upon ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; and,on that question, 
the yeas and nays had been ordered, but were 
not taken for want of a quorum, 

The question being taken, resulted—yeas 22, 
nays 12; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brod- 
head, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Fessenden, 
Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Hamlin, Johnson, Jones of Tennes- 
sce, Mallory, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Stuart, 
Wade, and Walker— 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bright, Brown, Clay, 
Dodge of lowa, Hunter, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, 
and Williams—12. 

The bill was read a third time and passed; and 
the title was amended by striking out the words 
| only surviving child.” ~ 
| FRANCISCO LOPE URRIZA. 


: The next bill on the Calendar was one for the 
i relief of Francisco Lope Urriza. 

i Mr. BAYARD. Ishall have to state my ob- 
' jections to that bill. 

The bill was consequently passed over. 


BENEDICT J. HEARD. 
| The next bill on the Calendar was one—re- 
| ported from the Committee on Claims—for the 
: relief of Benedict J. Heard. 
Mr. BAYARD objected,and the bill was passed 
over. 


CAPTAIN PHILIP F. VOORHEES, 
The next bill was one—reported from the Com- 
| mittee on Naval A ffairs—for the relief of Captain 
! Philip F. Voorhees, United States Navy. 
Mr. SLIDELL objected to its consideration, 
and it was passed over. 


H OTWAY H. BERRYMAN. 
| The next was a bill—reported from the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs—for the relief of Otway 


i H. Berryman. 
| It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury to allow and pay Purser 
| Berryman $2,160 02, being the amount of losses 
| sustained by him while commanding and acting as 
| purser of the United States schooner On-ka-hy-e. 
: The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. | 
RICHARD W. MEADE. 

| The next bill was one—reported from the Com- 
| mittee on Foreign Relations—for settling the claim 
| of the legal representatives of Richard W. Meade, 
i deceased; which was objected to by Mr. Evans, 
| and passed over. 

i SUSAN COODY AND OTHERS. 
| 

l 


The next was the biil—reported from the Com- 
i mittee on Indian Affairs—for the relief of Susan 
! Coody and others. 
| Mr. CHASE objected to the consideration of 
i the bill, and it was passed over. 
i Mr. SEBASTIAN. Does the rule permit 
more than one objection to the same bill? This 
| bill was objected to two months ago. Does the 
| rule operate indefinitely as to it? 
` The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
‘ supposes thaton every Friday, when it is objection 
day, the objection to a bill can be rerewed. 

Mr, CHASE said subsequently: Since object- 
i ing to the consideration of the bill I have read the 
i report, and am satisfied that it is a meritorious 
i case; I therefore withdraw my objection. 
i ‘The Senate then proceeded to consider the bill 
: as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to pay $1,992 62 to Susan Coody 
' and others, for properly destroyed near Fort Gib- 
_son, by United States soldiers, on the 12th of 
| March, 1845, ia the proportion and sums respect- 
| ively due them, according to the report of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, of 

June 24, 1850. 

| The reading of the report was called for by Mr. 
| Pearce, and it was read as has heretofore been 
published. 
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Mr. PEARCE. Does the bill disclose that the 
female in the case is an Indian woman? 

Mr. CHASE. Yes, sir, it does. 

Mr. PEARCE. L have nothing more to say. 

Mr. CHASE. 1 do not say that the bill does; 
but the chairman of the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs told me that that is the case. 

Mr. PEARCE. It is very important that it 
should appear in the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
appear in the bill. 
amendment? 

Mr. PEARCE. Will the Senator state to me 
to what tribe the claimants belong? 

Mr. CHASE. ‘ihe Cherokees. 

Mr. PEARCE. Then I move to amend the 
bill by inserting after the words ‘* Susan Coody 
and others,” the words, “of the Cherokee tribe 
of Indians.” 

The amendment was agreed to, the bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended, the amend- 
ment was concurred in, and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, was read a 
third time and passed. 


ANN W. ANGUS. 
The bill for the relief of Mrs. Ann W. Angus 


was announced as the next upon the Calendar, 
It proposes to continue to Mrs. Angus, for five 
years from March 4, 1854, the pension heretofore 


It does not 
Does the Senator move an 


granted to her, which expired on the 4th of March l 


last, and also to extend to her the benefits of all 
laws which may hereafter be passed, making gen- 


eral provision for widows or further continuing || 


their half pay, and to give her all the benefits to 
which she would have been entitled if her hus- 
band, Samuel Angus, had died in the service of 
the United States. 

_ Mr. CASS. There is an expression contained | 
in that bill about extending the benefit of laws | 
which may hereafter be passed. It seems to me | 
to be a new provision. Will the Secretary please 
to read it again? : 

The Secretary read as follows: 

“And that he [the Secretary of the Interior] be also 
directed to extend to her the benefits of all Jaws which may 
hereafter be passed, making general provisions for widows, 
tor further continuing their half pay, to which said benefits 
she would have been entitled had her husband, Samuel 
Angus, died in the service of the United States.” 


Mr: CASS. Ithink that had better be omit- 
ted. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- | 
ator move to amend by striking it out? 

Mr. CASS. Certainly I do. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER called for the reading of the | 
report, and it was accordingly read. 

It appears that the claimant is the widow of 
Captain Samuel Angus, formerly of the Navy of 
the United States; and she asks a pension on 
account of the services of her husband, whose | 
death was occasioned from wounds received in 
the service, while fighting the battles of his coun- 
try. Captain Angus entered the service at the; 
age of fifteen, in the year 1799, and remained in 
the service until the latter part of Mr. Monroe’s 
administration, when he was dismissed, without 
a trial by court-martial, for writing a letter to the 
Secretary of the Navy which was not considered 
respectful. At the time of writing the letter, he 
was laboring under temporary insanity, of which 
President Monroe afterwards became satisfied, 
and recommended his successor, Mr. Adams, to | 
reinstate him. He was not, however, reinstated, 
in consequence of his being subject to fits of 
insanity, but was allowed a pension, which con- 
tinued to his death, on the 29th May, 1840. | 
During the whole period that he was in service, 
up to the time of writing the letter, he sustained 
the character of a brave and meritorious officer. 
He was wounded in four separate engagements | 


with the enemy, and two of those wounds were j: 


upon the head. The evidence is satisfactory to 
the committee that his fits of insanity were occa- 
sioned by those wounds, and that they hastened 
his death. They were also the occasion of his į 
being a severe sufferer, and of great affliction to | 
his family for many years. 
was aleo unable to make any provision for them, 
and in consequence left a widow and six children 
in destitute circumstances. 

The committee consider the case embraced 


During this time he || 


| 
| 


| entitled to aid as though he had been killed while 
fighting the battles of his country. 

it has been the custom of Congress, from time 
to time, to extend for a further term ali the pen- 


This has been done so as to continue, from the 
date of the allowance of such pensions under gen- 
eral laws, all of them so granted, from year to 
year since 1819—and the act of February 3, 1853, 
forms the single exception to this rule, in omitting 
to mention the widows and orphans of the naval 
service, while providing for a further five years’ 
į pension to those of the Army. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 

i AMOS AND JOHN E. KENDALL. 
The next was a bill—reported from the Com- 


i Kendall and John E. Kendall. 

Mr. EVANS. That bill will inevitably lead 
to discussion. I cannot vote for it unless | hear 
it debated. 

The bill was passed over. 

THOMAS C. NYE. 
| The next was a bill—reported from the Com- 


It proposes to direct the Postmaster General to 


have the accounts of Thomas C. Nye, late United 


‘law of March 3, 1845, repealing the previous law 
i by which new contractors were required to take 


the old United States mail contractors. 
In 1839, Nye was extensively engaged, individ- 


i| ually, and in partnership with others, in carry- 


ing the United States mails between Utica, Ithaca, 
Binghamton, De Reuter, Cherry Valley, and 


New York. And, in 1842, he became the sole 
contractor on these lines, running upwards of iwo 
hundred miles of daily mails, employing many hun- 


| ing, in value, to about $50,000. 

In this heavy investment, in the United States 
service, Mr. Nye was perfectly safe, because the 
law required that, upon the reletting of the con- 
tracts, the new contractors should take, at valua- 
tion, all horses, coaches, &c., thereon, as a part 
of the contract. But, by the act of March 3, 


was, that upon reletting the contracts during that 
year, upon which Mr. Nye was engaged, he was 
underbid, losing all his contracts, and having all 
| his horses, coaches, &c., thrown upon his hands 
unemployed, to his great injury and loss. 

It appears that the law of March 3, 1845, did 
not take effect until the first of July following, 


to purchase all stock, horses, coaches, &c., on 


ors failing to purchase any of them. 
No amendment being proposed, t 


a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. From the work- 
ing propensities exhibited this morning, the indi- 
cations are that we are to have a long session to- 


it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 


SAMUEL W. BRADY. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to consider the bill from the House 
of Representatives for the relief of Samuel W. 
| Brady. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to place his name on the roll of invalid 
him four dollars per month 


within the spirit and principle of the pension laws, | 
and that the widow end children are as much 


; pensioners, and pav 
' during his natural life, from the Ist January, 1850. 


i sions granted by existing statutes for five years. | 


mittee on Indian Affairs—for the relief of Amos | 


| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads—for the || 
ii relief of Thomas C. Nye. 


States mail’carrier and contractor, investigated, į 
and to pay to him the amount of all losses which | 
he may have actually sustained at the time, by | 
the action of the Postmaster General, under the :' 


| at valuation all horses, coaches, and so forth, of i 


also between Albany and Salina, in the State of | 


dreds of horses, and many stage coaches, amount- | 


1845, this law was repealed, and the consequence | 


i and it is shown that the contracts were advertised | 
for reletting, and were relet under the old law, | 
with its provisions requiring the new contractors | 


the routes; but, notwithstanding this, Mr. Nye 
had all his left upon his hands, the new contract- |, 


he bill was | 
|| reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for | 


day. For that reason, and as the Senator from - 
North Carolina is in the chair, and therefore pre- : 
cluded from making the motion which 1 know he :, 
would make, if he were on the floor, I move, in | 
his name, that, when the Senate adjourns to-day, ; 


t i a 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, reada 
third time, and passed. ; 


THOMAS CROWN. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Thomas Crown, which proposes to direct the 
Third Auditor of the Treasury to. ascertain: the 
damages sustained by Thomas Crown, by reason 
of the refusal of the War Department to execute 
a contract entered into by him with Captain 
George Blaney, on the part of the Government, 
on the 16th of March, 1826, and to direct the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay. the damages 
thus ascertained, to an amount not exceeding 
$6,000. 
$ Mr. BRIGHT objected to the consideration of 
the bill; but he afterwards said: I objected to the 
sonsideration of the bill for the relief -of Thomas 
Crown; but the Senator who reported it has èx- 
plained its object to me, and understanding itnow, 
I withdraw my objection. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


OBED HUSSEY’S PATENT. 

The next bill on the Calendar was one—reported 
from the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office—for the relief of Obed Hussey. : 
| tt proposes to renew and extend for the term of 
seven years the letters patent granted to Obed 
Hussey, December 31, 1833, for “a new and use- 
fal improvement, being a machine for reaping or 
: cutting all kinds of small grain and grasses. ” 

On the 3lst of December, 1833, the petitioner 
obtained letters patent for a ‘new and useful im- 
provement, being a machine for reaping and cut- 
ting all kinds of grain.” This patent expired 
December 31, 1847. On the 20th day of Decem- 
ber, 1847, he applied to the board of extension for 
a renewal and extension of his patent under the 
| act of July 4, 1836. The board had established 
a rule, under the opinion of the Attorney General, 
that all such applications should be made at least 
sixty days before the expiration of the patent, in 
order that the notice required by the act might be 
given. His application was thade but eleven days 
| before the expiration of his patent, aad, conse- 
quently, he could not give the notice; and the 
! board refused to act on his application. Mr. 

Hussey alleges his entire ignorance of this rule, 
' and of the decision or opinion of the Attorney 
|| General above stated, as his excuse for not apply- 
; ing in due season to the board. Theadt does not, 
‘in terms, require such notice; and the committee 
i doubt not that the petitioner may have been mis- 
| led by the phraseology of the statute; and they 
| regard it asa satisfactory excuse for his omission. 
| In this case, it is the more satisfactory, as the 
| committee do not entertain the least doubt that 
[| Mr. Hussey would have obtained an extension of 
i| his patent, if he had applied in time to give the 
{| notice. 

The petitioner’s invention is of great value and 
public utility. Without any fault of his own, 
he patentee has not received adequate reward for 
his invention. Indeed, it appears he is quite a 
‘poor man, and has devoted several years to his 
invention, and that it has but recently attracted 
any extensive public attention, A contest was 
recently made before the Patent Office as to his 
: being the true inventor of the machine, but it was 
i decided in his favor, to the full extent that Mr. 
: Hussey claimed. ‘ . 

f Mr. NORRIS objected to the consideration of 
li the bill. 
$ Mr. PEARCE afterwards said: the Senator 
from New Hampshire, a short Ume since, ob- 
jeeted to the consideration of the bill for the re- 
lief of Obed Hussey. I understand him now to 
‘be willing to withdraw his objection to the con- 
sideration of that bill. I ask, therefore, that it 
| may be taken up for action by the Senate. 
: There being no further objection, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. It was reported to the Senate with- 
out amendment, and, on the question of ordering 
it to be engrossed and read a third time, Mr, 
Norris called for the yeas and nays; and they 
were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [ wish to state, if it be 
in order, that Hussey had a patent for fourteen 
i years, which was a very valuableone, He made 
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an application to the Patent Office for an exten- 
sion-of it, under the law, for seven years more; 
but not being aware of therule of the Department 
which required sixty days’ notice, although he 
made the application before the expiration of the 
patent, he did not make it in season to give the 
sixty days’ notice, and was therefore deprived of 
the right which he would have had under the law, 
The report of the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office is unanimously in favor of the bill. 
It is a very strong case, and one about which the 
committee have no doubt at all. 

The question being taken by yeas and nayson 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, resulted—yeas 20, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brodhead, Cass, Chase, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Evans, Fessenden, Geyer, Gillette, Hamlin, Jones 
of Lowa, Mallory, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Stuart, 
Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—2Uv. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bright, Butler, Clay, 
Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Wuuter, Jones of 
‘Tennessee, Norris, Rusk, Slidell, and Williams—l4, 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was then read a third time, and 
passed. X 


ISAAC L. BATTLE. 


The bill—reported from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads—for the relief of the 
estate of Isaac L. Battle was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to release the estate of Isaac L. Bat- 
tle, deceased, late of the county of Jackson, Flor- 


a new-and usefal improvement in the mode of 
planing floor plank, and grooving, tonguing, and 
straightening the same, planing boards, straight- 
ening and planing square timber, &c., by machin- 
ery, at one operation, called the cylindrical plan- 
ing machine, and which patent expired on the 
Q5th of April, 1843, or such portion thereof as 
may be designated in a new specification by the 
executor of Uri Emmons; but any persons now. | 
engaged in the manufacture of this Invention are 
to be allowed, freely and without charge, to con- | 
tinue to manufacture and vend the same to any 
persons who may be legally authorized to use the | 
same under this extension. | 

Mr. NORRIS objected to the consideration of | 
the bill, but subsequently said: At the request of | 
the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Cuase,] who re- 
ported the bill for the relief of the heirs of the late 
Uri Emmons, | withdraw my objection to its con- 
sideration. All 1 ask of the Senate is to give me 
the yeas and nays upon it. 1 think it involves an 
| important principle. 

The yeasand nays were ordered, 

Mr. WALKER. From the reading of this bill 
I understand that this patent expired in 1843. 
That was eleven years ago; and it is now pro- 
posed to renew it, although it has lapsed for that 
length of time. I wish simply to get an under- 
standing of whether I am correct or not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That portion 
| of the bill will be read. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: < 


ida, from any liability under a judgment heretofore 
obtained by the Post Office Department against 
him as guarantor on behalf of Charles Matthews 
and Wiliiam King, late of that county and Siate, 
as bidders fora contract to carry the United States 
mail, three times a week each way, between Bain- 
bridge, Georgia, and Pensacola, in the State (then 
Territory) of Florida, in the year 1842. 

lt was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 

CARRYING THE MAILS. 

Mr. RUSK. There is a jointresolution which 
has been passed over by the Chair, which it seems 
to me is clearly a private one, though from its title |! 
it would not seem to be so. I refer to the joint 
resolution from the House of Represehtatives 
“explanatory of the second section of a resolu- 
tion to establish certain post routes, approved 
July 12, 1852.” tts object is to pay for the trans- | 
portation of the mails over a certain route. The 
original resolution was intended to authorize the 
payment, but the Postmaster General decided that || 
it did not for a particular time, and this resolution 


| ans, Fessenden, Gillette, Hamlin, Jones of Lowa, Mallory, 
| Pearce, Petit, Pratt, Rockwell, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, | 


“And which said patent expired on the 25th day of April, 
Av D., 1843.2? 

Mr. EVANS. I beg leave to say that I shall 
i vote in favor of this bill, because the effect of ex- 
| tending this patent will be to bring it into com- į 
; petition with Woodworth’s patent, and the bill is i 
so framed that both are to expire atthe same time. 
| Therefore, instead of granting a monopoly, this 

is creating a competition with a monopoly which 
| now exists, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment; and upon the question of ordering it 
to be engrossed for a third reading, the yeas and 
nays were taken, with the following result: 

YEAS— Messrs. Bright, Brodhead, Chase, Cooper, Bv- 


and Walker—13, 

NAYS—~Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Bayard, Butler, | 
Clay, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Guyer, Norris, Rusk, Slidell, 
Toucey, Weller, and Williams—15. 


So the hill was ordered to be engrossed for a į 
third reading, and it was read a third time, and 
| passed. 


ROBERT WHITE AND OTHERS. 


is to overcome that difficulty. It is clearly a 
private bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. — oes it relate | 
to particular contractors on a particular route? 

Mr. RUSK. It does. 

The PRESIDING OVPICER. The only dif- 
ference then is, that the names are not men- | 
tioned, 

Mr. RUSK. Phat is all, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
olution is now before the Senate, as in Committee : 
of the Whole. | 


It proposes to construe the second section of the | 
joint resolution mentioned so as to authorize the 
Postmaster General to pay a reasonable compen- 
sation to the persons carrying the mail from Valo- 


nia Springs, by the way of Nineveh and Coven- j; 


try; to Oxford, and from Oxford, by the way of 


| 
Coventryville, to South Bainbridge, in the State || 
of New York, from the time the mail was directed |: 
to be carried on those routes up to the time the | 
i 
| 


first contracts went into operation thereon, exclu- 
sive of what has been paid under the resolution, | 
and at the same rate. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 


without amendment, ordered to a third reading, |i A z 
f 7, 1826; to Lieutenant James Glentworth, from 
i: March 3, 1826, to May 31, 1830. 


read a third time, and passed. 


URI EMMONS’S PATENT. | 

The bili—reported from the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office—for the relief of the 
heirs of the late Uri Emmons, was read a second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to revive and extend to December 
27, 1856, the letters patent granted for the term 
of fourteen years, to the late Uri Emmons, a citi- 
zen of the United States, dated April 25, 1829, for i 


t 


Then that res- |: 


H and soldiers of the Revolution,” approved May 


! appears, that by the first section of the act of 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
yroceeded to consider the bill to authorize the 
payment of invalid pensions in certain cases. 
| dt requires the Secretary of the Interior to pay | 
to various invalid pensioners, officers of the Army į 
i of the Revolution, named in the bill, or if dead, to 
| their widows, and if the widows be dead, to the 
‘children, the amount of their several invalid pen- 
‘ sions, which was deducted or withheld from the 
officers under the provisions of the act entitled 
“ An act for the relief of certain surviving officers | 


15, 1828. The persons named and the amounts 
are us follows: ‘fo Lieutenant Robert White, the 
amount of bis invalid pension from March 3, 1826, 
to February 9, 1831; to Captain John Crute the 
| amount of his invidid pension from March 3, 
; 1826, to May 31, 1830; to surgeon ’s mate, Mor- 
; decai Hale, from March 3, 1826, to December 
: 9, 1832; to Lieutenant William Wallace, from 
March 3, 1826, to December 31, 1836; to Lieu- 
tenant Philip Smart, from March 3, 1826, to Au- 
gust 14, 1830; to General Witham Barton, from 
March 3, 1886, to October 22, 1831; to Ensign 
i Clement Sewell, from March 3, 1826, to January 


Mr. BRIGHT. Is there a report in that case? | 
| Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Yes, sir. The bill has 
; passed the Senate two or three times, and I think 
the Senator from Indiana himself voted for it. 
The Secretary read the report; from which it ; 


May 15, 1828, each surviving officer of the Con- : 


receive a pension, “to begin on the 3d day of 
March, 1826, and to continue during his natural 


tinental line of the Army of the Revolution was to || 


life.” The second section provides,“ that when- 
ever any of said officers has received money of 
the United States, as a’ pensioner, since the 3d 
day of March, 1826, aforesaid, the sum so received 
shall be deducted from what said officer would 
otherwise be entitled to under the first section of 
this act; and every pension to which said officer 
is now entitled shall cease after the passage of this 
act.’ 

Previous to the passage of the act-of May 15, 
1898, several officers of the Continental line had, 
in consequence of the wounds they hadreceived 
in battle, been placed on the pension roll as invalid 
pensioners; and having availed themselves of the 
provisions of that act, their pensions, as invalids, 
were deducted or withheld from the 3d day of 
March, 1826. 

On the 31st of May, 183], an act was passed 
to amend that of the 15th of May, 1828, which 
provides that the latter “ shall not be construed to 
embrace invalid pensions, and that the: pension of 
invalid soldiers shall not be deducted from the 
amount receivable by them under the said act.” 

Since the passage of the amendatory act of 


| May 31, 1831, petitions have been presented to 


Congress from widowsand heirs of officers whose 
invalid pensions had been deducted and withheld 
under the operation of theact of the 15th of May, 
1828, praying for the payment to them of the 
amount so deducted or withheld; and on the 15th 
of June, 1836, two acts were approved giving the 
relief asked; one for the relief of the widow of 
Samuel Gibbs, and one for the relief of the heirs 
of Richard Anderson. Another similar act, for 
the relief of the heirs of Moses White, was ap- 
proved July 26, 1848, and another on the 8th of 
January, 1849, for the relief of the heirs of Wil- 
liam Evans. 

From the legislation in the cases alluded to, it 
would appear that the Commissioner of Pensions 
did not place the construction upon the act of 
May 31, 1831, that was intended, or that the terms 
of the act were so carelessly drawn that they war- 
ranted a construction not intended, and the effects 
of which it required subsequent legislation to cor- 
rect. If it were intended by that act that the 


i| sums which had been deducted and withheld from 


invalid pensioners, in consequence of their receiv- 
ing the benefit of the act of May 15, 1828, should 
be restored to them by the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, the act was not, perhaps, sufficiently plain 
and explicit, for he has construed the act to have 
simply a prospective operation; and hence the 
subsequent legislation in the individual cases 
above mentioned. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. MASON. I suggest that the title of the 
bill should be amended so as to conform to its real 
provisions. Jt should read, ‘a bill to pay invalid 
pensions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert White 
and others, 

The amendment was agreed to, and the title, as 
amended, was adopted. 


WILLIAM DARBY. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of William Darby. 

It proposes to pay him $1,500 in full compensa- 
tion for his labor and materials furnished in sur- 
veying and making a map of the Territory of 
Louisiana, in the years 1812 and 1813. 

Mr. Darby was the first to furnish an accurate 
map of that portion of the territory of the United 
States lying west of the Mississippi, and border- 
ing on the line between the United States and 
Spain, as fixed by the treaty ceding Louisiana to 
the United States. The materials for a map thus 
procured by Mr. Darby were those used by 
Melish, in his map published in 1816; but Darby 
was never remunerated for his services by Melish. 
Darby’s contributions to our then scanty stock of 
knowledge, as to the geography of the country 
referred to, were of great value to the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and the Government 
has availed itself of his unpaid labors. 

Mr. STUART objected to its consideration, 
but subsequently withdrew the objection, when It 


| was renewed by Mr. Hlunrer. 


Mr. HUNTER subsequently said: I will not 
delay the vote upon the Darby case by my single 
objection. 1 will content myself with voting 
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ported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read a third | 
time, and passed. | 
SEYMORE AND BOYNTON. | 

The bill reported from the Committee on In- | 


dian Affairs, for the relief of Calvin B. Seymore || 


and Willard Boynton, surviving partner of the 
firm of W. & H. Boynton, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to take proof of the amount and value | 
of goods, wares, and merchandise, destroyed by 
the Creek Indians, May 15, 1836, in the town of | 
Roanoke, Georgia, stored in the warehouse of 
Henry Jernighan, and belonging to the firm of | 
Stafford, Seymore & Co., and W. & H. Boynten, | 
and cause their value to be paid to Calvin Seymore | 
and W., & H. Boynton, according to their re- | 
spective interests. It appropriates $9,180 23 for | 

| 
t 


i 
| 


payment of the amount. 

On the 15th of May, 1836, Calvin B. Seymore | 
and his partners had merchandise of the value of | 
$5,980 stored in the warehouse of Henry W. Jer- | 
nighan & Co., in the town of Roanoke, Stewart | 
county, Georgia. The warehouse was taken pos- 
session of and occupied by certain troops in the 
service of the United States, and whilst in pos- 
session of the troops, they were attacked and 
defeated by the hostile Creek Indians, the ware- ; 
house burnt, and the goods taken or destroyed by 
the Indians. William Boynton, surviving co- 
partner of W. & E. Boynton, also, together with 
his partner, had goods, wares, and merchandise, 
of the value of $3,201 23, stowed in the same 
warehouse, which at the same time were taken or 

estroyed by the Creek Indians. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair 
will suggest that a verbal amendment is necessary | 
inthe ttle. It appears from the reading of the 
report, that Calvin B. Seymore is the person who 
is entitled, and also that William Boynton is enti- | 
tled as surviving partner of the firm of W. & 
H. Boynton. The title should therefore be amend- | 
ed by inserting the words ‘and of,” immediately | 
before “© William H. Boynton.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the title, as | 
amended, was agreed to. 


WILLIAM VAN WART. 

The bill reported from the Committee on Pen- : 
sions, for the relief of the heirs-at-law of William | 
Van Wart, deceased, was read a second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. | 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- | 

t 

j 


rior to pay to parties mentioned in the title a sum į 
equal to forty dollars per annum, from March 4, | 
1831, to the date of the death of Van Wart. 
William Van Wart, deceased, enlisted and 
served during the entire war of the Revolution. 
Among other important services rendered by him i 
was the giving such information to Paulding, Wil- | 
liams, aud Isaac Van Wart, his brother, as led to ; 
the arrest of Major André by them. He was for | 
twelve months imprisoned in loathsome British | 
prison ships, and upon his release again joined the ; 
army, and at the close of the war was honorably . 
discharged. In 1834, he made application to the | 
proper Department for a pension, claiming a ser- | 
vice sufficient to entitle him to ninety-six dollars | 
per annum. Owing to some deficiency in the! 
proofs presented with the application, the Com- | 
missioner of Pensions decided that he was entitled 
to but thirty dollars per annum, and accordingly 
placed his name on the pension roll at that rate, 
to date from the 3d of March, 1831. For some 
reason, not fully explained, he never received the 
bounty land to which he was entitled. The prayer 
of the petitioners, his heirs-at-law, now is, that a ; 
special act of Congress may be passed, giving to : 
them the difference between thirty dollars per an- 
num, the amount received by the deceased, and 
ninety-six dollars per annum, theamount to which ; 
they claim he was entitled; also, that they may | 
be granted the bounty land to which he was enti- | 
tled, and for which they allege he applied. | 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third i 
reading, read a third time; and passed. | 


i 


$ 


! mittee on Patents and the Patent Office, as it was 


JOSEPH NOCK. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Nock was an- 
nounced as the next in order, . 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- : 
ury to pay to Joseph Nock $7,473 74; and to di- 
rect the Commissioner of Patents to renew and | 
extend for fourteen years from the date of the | 
passage of the bill, the patent obtained by Nock, | 
and dated July 16, 1839, for a padlock, knownas 
“« Nock’s lock.” : 

Mr. WALKER. That seems to bea kind of | 
combined case.. I have never heard of it before. 
I prefer that it should lie over, for L wish to tarn 
my attention to it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If there be any objection 
to the second section, the proposition for the ex- 
tension of the patent, it can be stricken out by 
unanimous consent. This poor man ought to 
have his money. The committee at the last ses- 
sion reported in favor of allowing him §20,000. 
We now report only for a little over $7,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin withdraw his objection? 

Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Then I move to strike 
out the second section, which is the only one ob- 
jected to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to say that it was 
my understanding, as one of the members of the | 
committee who reported this bill, that we were | 
not to report on the question of extending the 
patent, but to refer that question to the Com- 


a matter with which we had nothing to do. 

Mr. RUSK. twill not trespass on the rule of 
the Senate, but I will state the fact in this case. | 
Mr. Nock made a contract with the Post Office 
Department in reference to a lock which he in- 
vented; the Department took an assignment of | 
his patent and kept it from him, and did not re- 
assign it. ‘That is the reason why the second | 
section of the bill is necessary. | 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope the bill will go over. į 
l is leading to debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will bej 
passed over. | 

HENRY KING. 


The bill—reported from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims—for the relief of the represent- 
ative of Henry King, deceased, was read a sec- | 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the | 
Whole. j 

lt proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury to pay $1,817 36 to the legal representative | 
for the services of King m the third Maryland | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


regiment, and in the commissary department, 
during the revolutionary war. i 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was | 
reported to the Senate without amendment, or- | 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, read a | 
third time, and passed. 


NANCY BOWEN AND SARAH LARABEE. 

The bill—reported from the Committee on Pen- 
sions—for the relief of Nancy Bowen and Sarah | 
Larabee, was read a second time, and considered | 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- | 


rior to place the name of Nancy Bowen, formerly || 


the widow of Robert Brice, upon the roll of pen- | 
sioners, and pay her ninety-six dollars per an- 
num, from July 4, 1850, during her natural life; | 
and also to place the name of Sarah Larabee, 
formerly widow of Barstow Newell, upon the 
pension rolls, and pay her ninety-six dollars per 
annum, commencing March 1, 1854, and contin- 
uing during her natural fife. 

Nancy Bowen’s first husband, Robert. Brice, 
was a seaman on board of the frigate Constitu- 
tion, and was killed in the action with the English 
frigate Guerriere. As his widow, she received 
for ten years a pension of seventy-two dollars per 
annum, when she became the wife of Aaron | 
Bowen, and her pension ceased by law. Bowen i 
died in 1848, leaving her in a destitute and help- | 
less situation, aged, infirm, and childless; and she 
therefore prays for a renewal of the pension al- 
lowed to her previous to her second marriage. 
The committee entertain the opinion that itis just: 
and proper, in cases like this, where the widow | 
has been left in a destitute and helpless condition, | 
to renew the pension. g f 

The case of Sarah Larabee, former widow | 
of Barstow Newell, presents the same general | 


i 


| 


state of facts, with thè exception that -neither the 


| petitioner, nor her husband, ever drew-a pension, 


On application to the Pension Bureau: she wasin- 
formed that her case was barred by her second 
marriage, notwithstanding she was a widow at 
the time of her application. The committee con- 
sider both of these cases as meritorious, and ‘as 


| they are deprived of the henefits of existing laws 


only by a too stringent construction, they deem 


| it proper to report a bill providing for ‘their relief: 


The bill was reported to the Senate wi 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a’ 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

GEORGE DENNETT. j 

The bill, reported from the Committee on Com- 
merce, for the relief of George Dennett, of Porta- 
mouth, New Hampshire, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee. of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay seventy-five dollars to Dennett, for 
services performed by him in bringing up the ar- 
rearages of business in the naval office at Ports- 
mouth, fora time when there was-no naval officer. 

Dennett was appointed naval officer for the port 
of Portsmouth; took the oath prescribed by. law; 
entered upon the discharge of his official duties 
on the 13th of March, 1839. The office of naval 
officer was vacant from the 18th of December, 
1838, until the 13th of March, 1839, when Dennett 
was appointed and entered upon the discharge. of 
the duties of the office. It therefore became hig 
duty after he entered upon the duties of his office, 
to complete and bring up the arrearages of busi- 
ness for the time it was vacant, and for that he 
has received no compensation. In pursuance of 
the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and from the fact that, in the opinion of the 
committee, Dennett is justly and equitably en- 
titled to a compensation for that service, t! e com- 
mittee report the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 4 


ELIZABETH SUMMERS. 


The bill—reported from the Committee on Pen- 
sions—granting bounty lands to Elizabeth Sum- 
mers, widow of Cornelius Summers, a soldier of 
the late war with Great Britain, was read a’second.: 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. i 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte+ 
rior to issue to Elizabeth Summers a land warrant 
for one hundred and sixty acres, as provided by 
the act of September 28, 1850, for nine months’ 
service of her husband in the late war with Great 
Britain; but, if any land warrant has been hereto- 
fore issued for the services of her. husband, the 
number of acres thereby granted shall be deducted 
from the number of acres to beallowed under this 
bill, $ 

Cornelius Summers served in the war of 1812, 
was paid for eight months twenty-eight and one 
half days’ service, and was honorably discharged. 
The act of September 28, 1850, provides that any. 
person serving in that war, who enlisted for twelve 
months, or during the war, and actually served 
nine months, shall be entitled to one hundred and 
sixty acres of land. ; 

The application of the widow for land in this 
case was admitted for eighty acres, the amount 
allowed for four months’ service, butas she failed 
to prove nine months’ service by.one day and a 
half, and also failed to prove that. her husband 
enlisted for twelve months, one hundred and sixty 
acres could not be allowed her by the. Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office.. She now 
prays Congress to pass a special act, granting her 
one hundred and sixty acres of land for her hus- 
band’s services, alleging in her petition that he 
was in captivity after Dudley’s defeat for some 
time, how long she does not remember, and that 
he served as a substitute for one Gray a term of 
six months, from the Ist March, 1814, to the Ist 
September of the same year, making in all over 
one year. These latter statements, however, are 
not proved by any papers presented with the peti- 
tion, The service proved by the certificate of the 
Third Auditor, being within one and a half days 
of the term of nine months, taken together with 
the strong*probability of further service, seems to 
the committee to make this a case justifying the 
special action of Congress in behalf of the widow. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
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amendment, ordered to. be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 
JOHN M’VEY. 

The bill—reported from the Committee on Pen- 
sions—for the relief of John McVey, was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. bs 

It proposes to. direct the Secretary of the Inte- | 
rior to place the name of McVey on the rol! of 
invalid pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per 
moth, from July 4, 1852, during his life. 

McVey claims to have served in the Kentucky 
yolunteers, under General Shelby, in the war of 
1812-14. During his tour of service he became 
disabled, or wounded, in replacing the puncheons 
on the bridge over the river Thames, which had | 
been removed by the British, by having the flesh | 
torn severely on the inside of his left ancle, and | 
the bone crushed. From this wound he has | 
never recovered. The ancle became stiff and en- 
larged, and a running: sore broke out on his leg, 
of a very malignant character, affecting his gen- 
eral health, Dr. J. Custer certifies to the present 
painful and severe character of the sore, and fur- 
ther states, that if a cure of the sore should be 
effected, McVey will still be a cripple, owing to | 
stiffness of joints, and enlargement of the foot re- | 
sulting from it. 

Of ibe alleged services of the petitioner, there is | 
no evidence offered, save his own statement and 
the hearsay proof contained in a petition in his 
behalf, numerously signed by citizens of Arkan- 
sas. No evidence of his enlistment, service, or 
discharge, can be found on the rolls-on file in the 
Pension Office, nor elsewhere, within the search | 
of the Commissioner or the committee. They 
are, therefore, compelled to agree with the Com- | 
missioner, who has disallowed the claim, on the | 
ground that the proof of service is entirely insuffi- 
cient, Dr. Custer only testifies as to petitioner’s 
present condition, Flis reputation and skill as a 
physician, are certified by the clerk of the court | 
for Hempstead county, Arkansas. It seems, by | 
the indorsement of the Clerk of the Senate upon | 
the petition, that it was before the committee in į 
1852, and a Lill was reported in accordance with 
its prayers but as no written report was submitted, 
the committee are not now aware of the grounds | 
upon which the vitl for his relief was based, and ! 
suppose it to have been merely reported, without 
any recommendation, for the consideration of the 
Senate. The bill, however, passed the Senate, 


Dut failed in the Elouse. In view, therefore, of | 
the former action of the committee and the Sen- | 
ate, notwithstanding their clear convictions of the 
insufficiency of the proofsin the case as presented 
to them, the committee report the bill for the con- 
sideration of the Senate, 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


GEORGE W. GIBSON, 

The next was a bill from the House of Repre- 
gentatives—reported from the Committee on Pen- 
sions—for the relief of George W. Gibson; which 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to place his name on the roll of invalid | 
pensioners at the rate of six dollars per month from | 
March 9, 1852, during life: | 

Gibson enlisted as a private soldier in company | 
B, first regiment United States dragoons, and was | 
with the American troops in the late war with | 
Mexico; he suffered much from exposure, which | 
finally resulted in a liver complaint and chronic ; 
diarrhea, which completely disabled him. During | 
the time the Army was in the occupancy of Chi- | 

| 


huahua in Mexico, he was in the general hospital i 
six or eight weeks. Since his return home in | 
November, 1848, his health has been bad, and his 
general debility such as to three fourths disable ! 
him from obtaining his subsistence by manual 


Jabor. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a} 
third time, and passed, i 

ASA ANDREWS. ; 

The next was a bill—reported from the Commit- | 
tee on Claims—for the relief- of Asa, Andrews; 
which was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. i 

By this bill the proper accounting officers of the 


f ; i 
Treasury are to be authorized and required to! 


4 the United States. 


settle and adjust the accounts of Andrews, late 
collector of customs for the district of Ipswich, 
Massachusetts, for office rent and expenses, in- 
eluding clerk hire, and for the services of a dep- 
uty, during the time he performed the duties of 
that office, and to pay the amount found due, not 
exceeding the sum of $1,983 80. 

Mr. Andrews was appointed collector of the 
port of Ipswich, Massachusetts, by President 
Washington, and continued in office until 1829. 
On making up his accounts at the Treasury, a 
balance was made against him of $921 92. In 
1842 suit was commenced against him and his 
sureties to recover that sum in the district court 
for that district, and a judgment recovered. The 
case was carried by writ of error to the United 
States circuit court, Judge Story presiding, and 
the judgment of the court below was reversed on 
the ground of the refusal of the district judge to 
instruct the jury that Andrews was entitled to 
compensation for office rent, fuel, clerk hire, or 
deputy, &c. 

Judge Story decided, that if the Secretary of the 
Treasury sanctioned the appointment of a deputy 
for that port, and the business required it, it would 
seem reasonable that the United States should pay 
some compensation for his services; and further, 
that the expenditures for office expenses were 
properly deemed incidents to the office, and there- 
fore ought to he allowed. Under this ruling a 
new trial was had, and averdict rendered that the 
United States were indebted to Mr. Andrews in 
the sum of $1,943 80 beyond the sum claimed by 
them. Application was made to the Treasury 
Department for the payment of that sum, but the 
Secretary said there was no appro riation out of 
which the Department felt justified in paying it, 
and he was referred to Congress. Heaccordingly 
presented his petition to Congress, and various 
favorable reports were made. The committee, in 
recommending the passage of the bill, do not intend 
to recognize the principle that the certificate of a 
jury is conclusive as to the indebtedness of the 
Government, but in cases like the present, where 
a competent court lays down the construction of 
law applicable to a case judicially before it, their 
opinion is entitled to respect. 

The biil was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


LEVY AND JARERO. 


The next was a bill for the relief of Jonas P. 
Levy and José Maria Jarrero. 

Mr. CLAY. {t does not appear from the Cal- 
endar that that bill has ever been referred toa 
committee. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I reported it in pursuance 
of the direction of the select committee on Mex- 
ican claims. The committee were unanimous in 
directing the reference of these two claims to the | 
accounting officer. Sixty-three claims were re- 
ferred to that committee. We report in favor of 
these two being reviewed by the accounting offi- 
cer, and paid according to the direction of the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. They thought the 
case of Jarrero particularly a very hard case. 

The bill was read asecond time, and considered ! 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to require the accounting officers of 
the Treasury to settle the claims of Levy and j 
Jarrero, for indemnity against the Government of 
Mexico, which were presented to the late Board | 
of Commissioners on the claims against Mexico, 
and were rejected by the board. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CORNELIUS H. LATHAM. 
The next was a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives—reported from the Committee on Pen- 
sions—for the relief of Cornelius H. Latham, 


which was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- |: 


rior to place his name on the invalid pension roll, | 


at four dollars per month, from January 1, 1850, | 


to continue during life. 
Latham prays for a pension in consequence of 


company B, Captain Sumner, in the regiment | 
of dragoons under Colonel Henry Dodge, on the 
first day of July, 1833, for three years. He was 


in hospital, at Jefferson barracks, prostrated by 
| excessive diarrhea, followed by fever; and, on par- 
i tial recovery, he marched with the troops to Fort 
i Gibson, in which march he was again attacked 
and very much debilitated; while on guard in 
i January, 1834, he was suddenly attacked with 
violent illness, and. was removed to the hospital, 
where he was examined by the surgeon, whose 
certificate of disability he declares to have received. 
From the time of his discharge he has had fre- 
quent recurrence of his disease, and palpitation of 
the heart, so as to unfit him entirely for any labo- 
| rious employment; and his constitution is now 
broken. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


JOHN SHLY'S PATENT. 

The next was a bill—reported from the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office—to extend 
a patent heretofore granted to John Shly, of the 
State of Georgia. 

Mr. CLAY objected, and the bill was passed 
over. 

CAPTAIN CHARLES G. MERCHANT. 


| Thenext wasa bill—reported from the Commit- 
! tee on Military Affairs—for the relief of Captain 
| Charles G. Merchant; which was read a second 
‘time, and considered as in Committee of the 
| Whole. 
| Lt proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- 
cers of the Government to settle the accounts of 
Charles G. Merchant, brevet captain of the Uni- 
i ted States Army, for the second quarter of 1849, 
| on just and equitable principles, without reference 
| to the usual forms, so as to relieve him of the 
| effect of the loss of his quarterly returns for that 
i quarter; but the amount to be allowed him is nt 
|| to exceed $215 69. 
{| In the month of September, 1849, Captain 
| Merchant was traveling on duty from Leona to 
i Sun Antonio, Texas, having in his possession his 
|| returns in the commissary department, for the 
| second quarter of 1849. In crossing a stream, the 
i public wagon, containing his baggage, was car- 
ried off by the rapid current, and his papers were 
lost. Every exertion was made to recover the 
trunk containing the accounts, but without suc- 
| cess. The amount of the account current, for 
which he is responsible on that quarter, was 
| $215 69; all of which amount was expended in 
ithe purchase of provisions for a detachment of 
| two hundred and seventeen recruits on the march 
| from the coast of Texas to San Antonio. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
i a third 


i 
i 
{ 


i amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
| reading, read a third time, and passed. 


GENERAL STEPHEN MOYLAN. 


| The next was a bill—reported from the Com- 
i mittee on Revolutionary Claims—relative to the 
i 
j 
| 


accounts of General Stephen Moylan; which was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
| tee of the Whole. 

; {t proposes to direct that the accounts of Gen- 
| eral Stephen Moylan, on the books of the Treas- 
jury, shall be balanced by the proper accounting 
| oficers, and that the fact that they have remained 
| unsettled until this time shall be no bar to the 
i recovery of half pay or bounty land by his heirs. 
| Mr. PRATT called for the reading of the report. 
| General Moylan was commissioned a colonel in 
| the revolutionary army in the year 1776, and was 
‘immediately afterwards directed by Congress to 
‘raise and equip a regiment of light dragoons for 
| the Continental service. Having succeeded in 
i raising a regiment in pursuance of the directions 
| of Congress, he continued to serve without inter- 
| mission until the close of the war, sometimes 
; commanding his regiment in the field, sometimes 
| acting as quartermaster general, and at others as 
la volunteer aid to General Washington. Like 
imany of his compatriots and fellow-soldiers, he 
| entered the service of his country rich, and left it 
| poor, when his services were no longer needed, 
One of the bravest and most intelligent of the offi- 


|i cers of the American army, he enjoyed the confi- 
i dence of Washington in a very high degree. 

disability incurred while in the military service of |! } 
He enlisted as a private in || 


He was in most of the battles fought during 
the war, serving with distinction from Trenton to 
| Yorktown, through the whole of the protracted 
| and bloody struggle. In the course of the war, 
ihe had been intrusted with considerable sums of 


poses. 


books of the Treasurer with $98,038 67; and at | 


the close of the war this charge remained open | 
against him, the sums paid by him never having | 


been entered to his credit by the accounting ofi- 
cers of the Government. 


The death of General Moylan, and the subse- |. 


quent destruction of many of his vouchers, ren- 
der it impossible to understand the true state of 
the accounts between him and the Government; 
but there are several facts and circumstances which 
make it probable that the Government was in his 
debt. Shortly after the war, several letters were 


addressed to him, urging him to make prompt | 


exhibition of his vouchers, with a view to the 
settlement of his accounts. fn pursuance of these 


letters, as it is presumed, during the year 1790, he | 


filed his account, in which he claimed a credit of 
£35,899 10s. 9d., filing therewith as vouchers the 
accounts of several captains of his regiment, to 
whom he had paid considerable sums of money. 


Subsequently he filed a second account, in which | 


he claimed’€3,478 12s. ld., the items of which | 
These `! 


were generally supported by vouchers. 

sums united, amount to nearly $120,000, which 

would leave a considerable balance due to him. 
Previously to the filing of these two accounts, 


the officers had been urgent in demanding a set- | 
tlement, After they were filed, instead of such : 
urgency on their part, they made excuses to Gen- | 
eral Moylan for their delay in the adjustment | 


of his accounts, which he had been, from time 
to time, demanding at their bands. 


From this || 


fact it may be inferred that both General Moylan | 


and the accounting officers, believed there was a |j 


balance due him bythe Government. And when | 
it is remembered that he always bore the charac- ; 


ter.of an upright and honorable man, and that he 
went into the service rich and left tp 


sumption in favor of this view o 
greatly strengthened. 

The heirs of General Moylan do not ask pay- 
ment of tbe balance which they believe was due 


to him by the Government, but only that the un- 
settled state of his accounts shall not be permitted 


the case is 


oor, the pre- | 


to brand one of the most distinguished patriots of | 
the Revolution as a defaulter, nor to stand in the 


way of the allowance, by Congress, of half pay 
to themselves. Whatever may be the case now, 


the man who, during the Revolution, appropriated ; 


public mone 
the face of the community. 
believe that General Moylan ever did convert to 
his own use any of the public money intrusted to 
his care, the committee feel called on to respond 
favorably to the prayer of the petitioners. 

Mr. PRATT. 


to private use, stood dishonored in | 
Seeing no reason to || 

| The act of July 29, 1848, grants pensions for 
| life to all widows of revolutionary soldiers, mar- 


I move to amend the bill ky | 


striking out the first clause of it, so that the bill | 


shall read: 


“That the fact that the accounts of General Stephen 
Moylan, on the books of the ‘Treasury, have remained un- 


settled until the passage of this acl, shall be no bar to the ‘i 


recovery of half pay, or bounty land, by his heirs.’? 

The amendment was agreed to. The bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended, the amend- 
ment was concurred in, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read a third 
time, and passed. 

FRANCES SMITH. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move that the Senateadjourn. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I make an appeal to the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi. [ask that we may take 


up the remaining bills on the Calendar which have |! 


come from the House, and pass them. Let us 
dispose of them, and they will be out of our way. 
Mr. ADAMS withdrew his motion. 


Mr. ATCHISON, (Mr. Bapgen in the chair.) i| 


I suggest the propriety of taking up and passing 
all the private bills at once, by unanimous con- 
sent, for iteomes to thatintheend. [Laughter.] 
Mr. HAMLIN. 
here; and, if we act upon them, they will be dis- 
posed of. There is very little use in sending Sen- 
ate bills to the House at this session. There isa 
great use in passing House bills. : 
Mr. PRATT. The House of Representatives, 


as far as Tam aware, have not passsd a single pri- | 
Iam, ; 


vate bill sent to them from the Senate. 


We have several House bills |: 


gested to me that there is one here which I think 


which do not obtain perhaps in other cases. 
the case of Frances Smith, a female soldier of the 
: Revoiution. We propose to provide for her, and 
; Lam afraid the case will not be reached to-day in 
: its order upon the Calendar. She cannot live to 


| enjoy the bounty of the Government, if we do not 


; Soon act upon it, as she is now far advanced in 
i years. If any gentleman wishes tu learn any- 
i thing about Mrs. Smith, 1 refer him to my friend 
: from South Carolina, [Mr. Butier.] 
| Mr. SLIDELL. L trust the Senate will pro- 
| ceed in the order of the Calendar. 
i Mr. CLAY. This is for the benefit of a lady, 
| a female soldier of the Revolution. 
| Mr. SLIDELL. Then I do not object. 
| The bill was read a second time, and considered 
: as in Committee of the Whole. 

_It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 


annum, commencing January 1, 1848, and con- 


which she may have received as pension since that 

date is to be deducted from the amount granted. 
Mrs. Smith is the widow of William Smith, a 

soldier of the Revolution, who did good and fuith- 


tled, under laws of Congress, toa pension; but, 
owing to his ignorance of the fact, never applied 
for or received it, but did receive a pension of 


Carolina, for a few years previous to his death, 
which occurred in 1848. 


the General Government fora pension; but owing 
to the great length of time which had elapsed 
since the war, she was unable to meet the re- 


‘| quirements of the bureau respecting proofs of her 


husband’s service, &e. Upon transmitting to the 
bureau the proceedings of the Legislature of South 
Carolina respecting her deceased husband’s case, 
a certificate of pension for twenty dollars per an- 


1831. 
to Congress for an increase of the pension granted 


her, to the same rate per annum paid to other 
widows of revolutionary soldiers, 


ried prior to 1800, at the same rate their husbands 
| would have been entitled to under existing laws. 


ion to all married since 1800. 


pears highly probable that the petitioner’s hus- 
: band served from 1779 to the close of the war, 


ia full pay pension, or ninety-six dollars per an- 


H 
{ 

i num; and, therefore, his widow is entitled to that 
{ 


| amount, admitting the case to be proved as re- 
| quired by law; and the committee find the papers 


| sentations of the petition, and the original decla- 
‘ration of the husband, are true. Regarding her 


it claim, in her right as widow of William Smith, | 
{i as a just and meritorious one, the committee also 


find much in the further statements of the petitioner 


lity of the Government. 


| ous character, entitling her to be ranked among 
| the heroines-of that eventful period. 


of the Tories under Cunningham, encountering the 


-| greatest peril to themselves in the act, paddling a 
i canoe for four miles up a dangerous part of the 


therefore, opposed to the enactment of all theirs, | 


as far as we have gone on the Calendar; and Iam 
doubly opposed to the selection of those which 
remain, in order to pass them before Senate bills. 


Saluda river, exposed to detection and death at the 
hands of the partisan enemy. At various times 


‘i she conveyed information to the American Army 


t of the movements of the British and Tories; also 
protected and nursed wounded and sick soldiers. 
At one time she was pursued and captured while 
returning from giving information to the Ameri- 
cans, and only released after being ordered to the 
| British camp. : 


of the Senator from Ohio; but it has been sug- 


the Senate is bound to consider on many grounds | 
itis | 


rior to pay to Mrs. Smith ninety-six dollars per | 


tinuing during her natural life; but any amount | 


After his death, his widow made application to | 


num was issued to her, to commence March 4, | 


She is now aged and indigent; and she appeals | 


| 

| The act of February 3, 1853, extends this provis- | 
| From the papers | 
presented to the South Carolina Legislature, it ap- jį 


and was entitled, under the actof June 7, 1832, to | 


In company | 
‘| with Mrs. Butler, (maternal ancestor of the pres- 


The bill was reported to-tbhe Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a. third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. i 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


Mr. STUART. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the Senate concurred in the report of 
the committee of conference, dn the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the resolution in rela- 
tion to the adjournment of Congress, inde 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the question will be taken. 
on it now. 7 ` 

Mr. SUMNER. I would inquire of the Chair 
whether that motion is in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. When was the 
vote taken? 

Mr. GWIN. Last Saturday, 

Mr. WELLER. Then how can the motion 
to reconsider be submitted to-day? f 

Mr.SUMNER. Isubmittothe Chair whether 
i it is in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of the opinion that it is not in order. The vote 
was taken on Saturday last. According to the 


taken, or on the next two successive legislative 
days. Saturday wasoneday; on Wednesday the 
Senate met and adjourned; on Thursday the Sen- 


| to afford the strongest probability that the repre- i| 


to commend her case to the gratitude and liberal- |, 
Mrs. Smith herself per- ! 
, formed services of the most important and hazard- ! 


ent Senator from South Carolina,) she conveyed || 
ii information to the American camp of the approach | 
| 


: 
i 
1 
i 
i 
| 
f 
i 
j 
| 
i 
| 
| 
l 
t 


ate met and adjourned, so that the three days are 
up—Saturday, and the two succeeding days—and 


| 
|| the motion cannot now be received. 
ful service during the war, and was clearly enti- ;| 


Mr. STUART. 1 shall take an appeal from 
; the decision of the Chair. My recollection of the 
rule is, that the motion can be submitted within 


|; three days after the vote is taken. 
sixty dollars per annum from the State of South || 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
| is entirely mistaken, The ruleis, that the motion 
| must be made on the day on which the vote is 
i taken, or on either of the two succeeding legisla- 
tive days. 

Mr. ADAMS. Let the question be taken on 
i the appeal; we will sustain the decision of the 
| Chair. 
l 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 


| Senator from Michigan take an appeal? 


Mr. STUART. I desire to let it lie over un- 
til Monday; then we can have a quorum, and 
perhaps | may not want to press it. E 

ihe PRESIDING OFFICER. The rule will 
dispose of the question to the Senator’s own sat- 
isfaction. 

The Secretary read the rule, as follows: 

& Norshall any motion for reconsideration be in order, 
unless made on the same day on which the vote was taken, 


or within the two next days of actual session ofthe Senate 
thereafter.” 


Mr. STUART. It is too late, then. 
G. W. TORRENCE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKuawn, Chief Clerk, 


ii announcing that they had passed a bill to provide 


a pension for Sergeant G. W. Torrence, in which 
they asked the concurrence of the Senate, 
Mr. WELLER. [ask the unanimous consent 


ii of the Senate to take up that bill for consideration 


now, and have it put upon its passage. It has 
' been under discussion in the military committee 
i here. 

The bill was read a first and second time by 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to direct that 
Sergeant G. W. Torrence, of Captain Fairchild’s 
company of Louisiana mounted volunteers, be 
placed upon the pension rol! at twenty dollars per 
month, to commence April 4, 1854. 

Mr. WELLER. I have already stated that 
this subject has been before the Committee on 
| Military Affairs, This man performed extraor- 
dinary services at the National Bridge during the 
Mexican war. If any Senator will take the 
trouble to look into the statement of the facts made 
! in the House, in the shape of a report, he will see 

that his services: were of a very gallant and dis- 
tinguished character. The committee, however, 
in the House of Representatives, simply placed 
him on the pension rol] at the highest rate of pen- 
sions. The Committee on Miltary Affairs of 
this body felt disposed to recommend thata stilt 
| larger compensation be allowed; but we are now 
disposed to take the bill as it comes to us from the 
| House. 

i Mr. PEARCE. [would like ta know whether 
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only be made on the day on which the vote is 
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the rate of pension proposed is that which is gen- 
erally allowed a sergeant? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
captain. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think I can sat- 
isfy the Senator from Maryland in a moment that 
this is just such a case as ought to be provided 
for. This gentleman rendered extraordinary ser- 
vices, and displayed extraordinary gallantry, at 
that bridge, and suffered more than any man i 
ever heard of. As appears from the proof sub- 
mitted to the Committee on Military Affairs, he 
was utterly disabled, and is now a cripple forli ~. 
He spent $12,000 in securing his life; that s, in 
having his wounds properly attended to, ind from 
other necessary expenses growing our ot his suf- 
ferings in the war. He came before the commit- 
tee, and asked them to reimburse nis expenses. 
His gallant conduct, and the sufferings he had 
undergone, appealed strongly to our feelings, and 
we felt that it would be right to reimburse him, if 
we could do so without establishing a dangerous 
precedent. We could not do it, although every 
member of the committee felt it was a case ap- 
pealing strongly to the benevolence and charity of 
the country. The best thing we could do was to 
recommend the payment of the largest amount 
possible; and I know the heart of the Senator 
from Maryland will respond to the feelings which 
actuated us. | 

Mr. PEARCE. My objection is merely this: 
that if we give this raan a higher rate of pension 
than is allowed to others of the same grade in the 
service, we shall make an exception to the general 
Jaw, and it may be looked upon as an invidious 
discrimination. l suppose the man is disabled 
for life; but it matters not whether his conduct 
was peculiarly gallant or ordinarily gallant. Gen- 
tlemen deeply interested in him claim an amount 
more than double that which the law allows 
othera who suffer equally. Ido not know of any 
principle upon which we can rely to justify our- 
selves in giving one man double the pension which 
another of the same grade in the service receives, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Does the Sen- 
ator submit any amendment. 


No, sir; it is that of a | 


„Me, PEARCE. The ordinary rate, I believe, i 


is eight dollars a month. This bill proposes to 
give twenty dollars; I move to amend it by re- 
ducing it to eight dollars. 

Mr. DIXON., Mr, President—— 

Mr. ATCHISON. I must call the Senator to 
order, This is not a day for debating private 


| against the amendment which is offered by the 
| Senator from Maryland, to reduce the amount. 

Mr. PEARCE. I must as® leave of the Senate | 
to say a few wordsin reply to the Senator from | 
Kentucky. The Senator has either misunderstood 
me, or perverted my meaning. 

Mr. DIXON. l certainly did not mean to do s0. 

Mr. PEARCE. I did not say that we were not 
to pay. a man for the loss ofall his limbs. What 
I have said is this, that we have a general system | 
of pension laws, and according to that system, it j 
is our custom, and the law requires, that we should 
pay a man so much fora total disability. We do 
not look at the character of the disability any fur- 

ther than to ascertain whether it is total. The | 

| general law requires that we shall give to a man | 
‘in the rank occupied by this man, who incurs a 
| total disability, a pension of eight dollars a month; | 
| and then what I said was, that it is altogether | 
wrong, unjust, and partial to give to one man who 
has incurred a total disability a pension two and aj 
half times as great as we give lo another in the: 
same rank. Whether it is right for Congress to | 
restrict the pensions in the case of total disability 
| to eight dollars a month, for those in this branch | 
tof the military service, is a question 1 do not | 
‘undertake to meddle with; but we have adopted a | 
general system, and if there is any propriety in | 
| adopting such a general system there is obviously 
a strong propriety in adhering to it. If you do; 
| not adhere to it invariably, you make *‘ fish of one | 
land flesh of another;’’ and it depends upon the | 
weight of the influences brought to bear upon į 
| Congress, whether a party is to get a pension 
| under the general system, or to receive that which 
the bounty of Congress, and the patriotic impulses | 
| of the moment may induce them to give. You | 
| know, sir, how those impulses vary; and it is | 
| precisely to guard against that evil that our pen- | 
| sion laws are adopted; and J think the system | 
' should be equal and adhered to. J see no cause 
| for altering these pensions I do not know what | 
; this man’s disability is, I do not know whether | 
i he has lost one limb, or all. If he has losta single | 
l limb, I should vote against this mode of proceed- | 
ling. Ifyou undertake to pay all the members of 
the Army*for the loss of each limb, you would 
| soon beggar the Treasury. What I do say is, 
you havea general system, and I think it ought | 
| to be adhered to until it is altered by a general 
I 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I have not misunderstood the | 
Senator very materially. He stated that if a man 


aw. 
Mr. DIXON. 


bills. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Discussion is 
out of order, 
Mr DIXON. 
made by the Senator 
l the bill by inserting eig 
dollars. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
question. j 
Mr. DIXON. I understand the Senator from 
Maryland to say that eight dollars is the sum 
agreed upon by the Government to be paid for the 


Is the question upon the motion 
from Maryland to amend 
ht dollars instead of twenty 


loss of a limb and for the loss of alla man’s limbs, |! 


or—— ` 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair 
would apprise the Senator from Kentucky that 
except by unanimous consent, no debate is in 
order, The Senator from Missouri objects to the 
discussion of this question. 

Mr. DIXON. {understand the Senator to say 
that for all the damage aman may sustain, he is 
only to be paid eight dollars a month. ‘That is to 
cover the loss of everything, and embraces his 
leg, arm, or any other member. I will not say a 
word on this subject if any member objects. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. DIXON. I understand the suggestion of 
the Senator applies to every limb a man has. He 
may lose all his limbs. He may be rendered per- 
fectly impotent, and eight dollars is the sum that 
compensates him for it; and that is the price the 
Government is to pay to old soldiers who render | 
all these services to the country, and become 
totally disabled in doing so. AIL h i 
thatif that is the sum, it is too little. if in this case | 

i 
| 


an extraordinary damage bas been sustained, as 
e informed by the Senator from Tennessee, 
why, sir, it is an exception to the general rule, 
and ought to be liberally provided for, 
giving the largest sum possible, 


we ar 


and 1 shall vote 


ave tosay is | 


i man who has become totally 


lam for | 


is totally disabled, his pension is eight dollars per | 
month. I then said that it embraced the loss of 
a limb, and the loss of every limb. 
Mr. PEARCE. Thatis the consequence of the 
system. 
|" Mr. DIXON, That is the consequence of the | 
| system. Then, sir, I mean to say, and 1 do say, ; 
| that eight dollars per m 
| man’s limbs, is not enough; it is too little. And j 
[ mean, also, to say that because the gencral sys- | 
| tem allows those who have been subjected to a! 
total disability in the service of their i 
eight dollars per month, is no reason why the Sen- | 
ate should notdo justice when a case comes before | 
lit, and when it has power and jurisdiction over | 
the case. That is what I mean to say. f 
For my part, I have never considered myself: 
bound by any general system. If the law, as it: 
already exists, binds me as & Senator, there is no | 
use in legislating upon any private bill. If am: 
| to be bound in the votes I give, 
established a general system which is wrong, | 
there is no use in our attempting to legislate on | 
any claim which comes before us. l am governed | 
by no such principle as that. I mean here to act | 
upon every case as it presents itself to me, accord- | 
ing to what I think is right; and if the general || 
system embraces it, I will take it out of the gen- |j 
eral system. Why, sir, when & peculiar case || 
comes before the Senate, appealing to us in behalf jj 
of one who is totally disabled, in behalf of one ij 
; who has rendered important service to the country, i 


| in behalf of one who bas made such sacrifices, as | 


| that he never can be compensated for them, it is} 
strange, indeed, that a Senator should rise up and | 
i say, because you have established a general sys- | 
tem which limits the allowance to be paid to a! 
disabled, therefore || 
ou are not to allow something to alleviate the i} 
wretched and unfortunate condition of him who is | 
‘totally disabled in the service of his country. | 


onth for the loss of alla |j 


country, but jj 


because you have || 


| by every feeling of my heart, 


Lact upon no principle of that sort. Impelled 
I will vote for every 
cent that may be proposed by the committee, for 
aman who sacrifices so much for his country. 
Not to do so is at war withthe principle on which 
every Government exists. Why, Mr. President, 
look to other nations, and see what their policy 
has been in regard to those who have made sacri- 
fices for their country. What is the policy of 
England? What is that of France? Why, sir, 
are not monuments starting up in every portion of 
those great Kingdoms to perpetuate to the latest 
posterity the noble deeds of those who have made 
sacrifices for their country? And yet, sir, when 
we are appealed to, in a case of this kind, for a 
man who has lost his limbs in the service of his 
country, who has heen broken down in fighting 
its batiles, in order to enable him to make a sub- 
sistence, and to keep his family from perishing, 
Senators cry out that it is wrong, that it will be 
making * fish of one and flesh of another,” Sir, 
Lam for making flesh of all. I am willing. to 
change the general system. The amount which 
it allows is too little. The Government has plenty 
of money; and it is time that it should act with 
some character of liberality at least towards its 
own citizens. 

Mr. WELLER. I only desire to say one word, 
to assign the reason why | ask for the passage of 
this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Mary- 
land. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. PRATT. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WELLER. [claim that I have the floor. 

Mr. PRATT. If any gentleman can stand up.. 
all the time and claim the floor, that may prevent 
my motion. ds 

Mr. WELLER. I have been recognized by 
the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senate will, by unan- 
imous consent, permit me to move to reconsider 
the vote on the passage of a bill. 

‘The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, or- 
dered to a third reading, read a third time, and 
passed. 

ISAAC L. BATTLE. 

Mr. RUSK. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill for the relief of the estate of Isaac 
L. Battle, was passed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I move that the bill lie onthe 
table. ; 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivar, July 7, 1854. f 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. [lenay SLICER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Jonn J. Tarton, 
of New York, a member of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, in the place of Mr. GILBERT Dean, 
resigned. 

The SPEAKER. The question first in order 
is upon the motion submitted by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, on yesterday, to reconsider 
the vote by which the civil and diplomatic bill 
was rejected, 

Mr. FULLER. Willthe gentleman from South 
Carolina give way for a moment to allow me to 
report a bii and accompanying papers, for the 
purpose of having them recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce and printed ? 

Mr. LETCHER. Whatis the bill? 

Mr. FULLER. It is a bill for the erection of 
certain custom-houses. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Mr. FULLER. I hope the gentleman from 
Virginia will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. LETCHER. The custom-houses have 
sunk one bill already, and Ido not want them to 
sink another. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina to yield me the floor fora moment, 
that I may introduce a resolution which 1 ask to 
have read for the information of the House. 
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The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That on and after the loth of July instant, the 

Howse of Representatives will assembie for the transaction 

of business at eleven o’clock, a. m, : 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask the consent of the 
House to consider the resolution now, as the time 
for the final adjournment is near at hand. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. I object, as I 
think a better arrangement can be made than that 
presented by the resolution of the gentleman from 
Alabama. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I have no objection to 
making the time of meeting ten o’clock instead of | 
eleven o’clock, if the gentleman would prefer it. 

Mr. JONES. | object to the resolution in the 
form in which it is now presented. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Will the gentleman from 
New York suggest the amendment which he would 
prefer? 

Mr. JONES. Iam willing to state to the House 
the reasons for my objection to the resolution of 
the gentleman from Alabama. If we commence į 
our sessions at eleven o’clock, I am satisfied that 
the physical strength of the members who com- 
pose this House would not enable them, at this 
time of the year, to go through with a session of 
five or six hours with safety to themselves, nor 
do I think the exigencies of the case demand it. | 
J think a better arrangement would be to meet at 
nine o'clock in the morning, take our dinner at | 
two o’clock, and then come together in the even- 
ing at six or seven o’clock, and spend three or 
four hours more. Iam as able to endure a con- 
tinued session of six or eight hours as any other 
individual here; but L know I cannot do it with | 
safety to myself, and therefore I shall@ive a vote | 
against it. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The House then proceeded to consider Mr. | 
Orn’s motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
civil and diplomaticappropriation bill was rejected 
yesterday. | 

Mr. ORR. The actionof the House yesterday 
in rejecting the civil and diplomatic bill, and which 
I have made a motion to reconsider, did not excite 
any great surprise in my mind. | 

suppose there can be no question on the minds 
of the members of this House as to the reason for 
what would seem to be an extraordinary vote, 
namely, the rejection of the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. I have no doubt in my own 
mind that that result was produced by incorpo- 
rating in that bill appropriations amounting in the | 
whole to some five, or six, or seven hundred | 
thousand dollars for certain custom-houses. I 
was opposed to these custom-house appropriations | 
myself, and nothing but the pressing necessity 
and urgency of passing the bill would have induced | 
me to have supported it with these custom-house | 
appropriauons incorporated in it, 

do not propose now to enter into any general | 
debate. 1 think the time has come when we should | 
go to voting and stop speaking, The plan which | 
i have in view, after consultation with some | 
friends, for the purpose of relieving the House | 
from the embarrassing condition in which it finds 
itself, is this: | propose, if the motion to recon- 
sider the vote rejecting the bill prevails, to move 
then to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed andread a third time. If 
this latter motion prevails, then some gentleman 
on the floor, who voted in favor of incorporating 
the custom-house appropriations into this bill, will 
be prevailed upon, I trust, to move to reconsider 
that vote. a 

(Laughter, and a cry of «Are you sure of | 
that?’’] 

I cannot give any especial guarantee to that 
effect. 
doubt in my own mind, if the two motions which | 
I have indicated prevail, that a motion will be} 
made by some gentleman on the floor to recone | 
sider the vote by which the custom-house amend- | 
ments were put apon the bill. i 

Mr. PRESTON, (intervupting.) 
man from South Carolina will allow me, 


103 


If the gentle- | 
I will 


But I can say to the House that | have no || 


inquire of him whether thereis any certainty that 
any gentleman can get the floor who will move to 
reconsider the vote by which the custom-house 
amendments were adopted ? 

Mr. ORR. Yes; thatisa privileged question, to 
be made, as the gentleman from Kentucky knows, 
at any time. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. | would inquire of the 
gentleman from South Carolina whether it would 
not be more advisable, if this vote rejecting the 
bill be reconsidered, then to move—should such 
motion be in order—to recommit the bill to the 
Committee of Ways and Means? There would 
not be any necessity, I take it, to go through the 
course indicated by the gentleman from South 
Carolina. If the Committee of Ways and Means 
take the bill back, | presume they will be able to 
put itin whatever shape they may think best cal- 
culated to meet the views of the majority of the 
House, and to advance the public interests. By 
reconsidering the vote rejecting it, this course can 
be adopted. 

Mr. ORR. I am satisfied that there is a major- 
ity of the House willing to vote for the passage 
of the bill, were the custom-house appropriations 
not incorporated in it; and I think that the plan 
which I have indicated is the shortest plan that 
the House can pursue to attain the desired result. 

This is an important bill. If you do not pass 
it, you stop the wheels of Government. Every 
civil officer of the Government, from the President 
down to the lowest subordinate, is depending for 
his salary this year on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. PRESTON, {f the gentleman from South 
Carolina willallow me, I will make a suggestion, 
inasmuch as I am as desirous to pass this billas he 
is. If the plan he suggests be adopted, we will 
have to go back again to where we commenced. 
If we turn and support the motion to reconsider 
the vote by. which the bill was rejected yesterday, 
the object can be attained in a simpler manner. 
The bill lacked but three votes yesterday to be 
carried, and I hold that the bill can be passed as 
it stands; because it was not on the subject of the 
custom-house amendments that it was defeated. 
But if we go beyond that simple means of recon- 
sidering the vote, we will get the bill involved in 
all the difficulties in which it has been involved 
from the beginning of the session. These custom- 
houses, I contend, are the only things which have 
given the bill the strong support it has received. 

Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) If my friend from 
Kentucky would allow me, f would suggest that 
the custom-house appropriations did not seem to 
give much strength to the deficiency bill. 

Mr. PRESTON. I believe the second defi- 
ciency bili was more odious than the first. Thope 
the friends of the custom-houses—for I, will be 
perfectly frank with the gentleman—will vote to 
give the gentleman the first reconsideration he 
desires. But we want the bill to pass as it is 
now, or let a new bill come up. Wedo not de- 
sire to go beyond the first motion to reconsider. 
The Government officers have recommended these 
custom-houses; the Senate have recommended 
them; this House has recommended thern, and 
we have discussed them all, article by article, and 
clause by clause, twice; and we have voted upon 
them, by yeas and nays; andthe bill finally came 
within three votes of passing. Now, if the gen- 
tleman will obtain but three votes upon that side 
of the House, among the friends of the Adminis- 
tration, the bill will pass. But if that cannot be 
done, we shall be placed back where we were two 
months ago. 

Mr. ORR resumed the floor. 

Mr. McMULLIN, (interrupting.) 1 would 
like, with the permission of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, to inquire of him whether there 
is any gentleman in the House who will move 
the consideration indicated by him, provided the 
gentleman’s first two motions to reconsider pre- 
vail? 

Mr. MATTESON. Is the gentleman in order? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is in order, if the 
gentleman from South Carolina has yielded only 


B : . - 
for an explanation. The question of order will 


| the wheels of Government; and it may 


New Srerizs 


depend upon the limit of debate in which the gen- 
tleman proposes to indulge. wee ee 

Mr. MeMULLIN.: It is not my purpose, to 
trespass either upon the courtesy of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, or upon that of this House. 
It is necessary that this House should. pass a 
proper and legitimate appropriation bill; but T tell 
the gentleman from ‘Kentucky, [Mr. Preston,] 
as also the gentleman from South Carolina, that 
if they will attempt to clog this bill with amend- 
ments, as they did the deficiency bill atthe earlier 
period of this session, I trust, for one, that there 
wilt be firmness and independence enough in the 
members of this House to defeat it again. If all 
our friends had been here—in other words, if the 
House had been full at the time the vote was taken, 
we would have killed the bill by a much larger 
majority than we did yesterday. And Í trustwe 
will do so again. ad : 

Mr. ORR, (resuming.) I hope t shall now be 
allowed to conclude the remarks Í desired to make 
without further interruption. i ee 

With reference to the view thrown ont by. the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Preston,] that 
the bill was strengthened by the custom-house 
appropriation, I have only to point him and the 
House to the action of the House upon the defi- 
ciency bill, ‘Those custom-house amendments 
were voted into the deficiency bill, and wher it 
came into the House from the Committee of the 
Whole, what was the result? Only fifly three votes 
were found in favor of it. a 

I say, however, to my, honorable friend from 
Kentucky, that if all those who voted in the House 
to put the custom-houses into the civil and diplo- 
matic bill had stood firm to the last, and had voted 
for the bill, there would have been no ‘difficulty 
in passing it. The whole ‘difficulty grew out of 
the fact that a portion of the House was voting 
into the bill amendments which were odious to: a 
large portion here, and when they came.to thë. 
test, they refused to vote for the final’ passage of. 
the bill. H N here) 

1 desire to appeal to gentlemen upon this side of 
the House, and to gentlemen upon the other side, 
who do not desire to embarrass the operation of 
the Government: I say, l desire to appeal to them 
—-in case we do get back to the custom-houses—to 
vote against putting them in the bill. Let us have 
a clean bill, one that is legitimate and fair. I have 
no, cause of quarrel with any gentleman who 
voted against the bill on account of the custom 
houses, But to put in such amendments is no 
legitimate mode of legislating. The civil and di: | 
plomatic bill should only include items provided 
for by general iaw, and such as ‘are necessary to 
meet the wants of the Government, Beit. the de- 
feat of this bill must inevitably result injgtopping 
result.in 
our having to rescind the resolution by which the 
two Houses have agreed to adjourn on the 4th 
of August. i 

In my judgment, if the bill is now defeated; ‘if 
we commence a reorganization of the civil and dip- 
lomatic bill; if we areto send it again to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole.on the state of the Union; if 
amendments are there to be offered to ity and de- 
bated again, you will not be able to get back to 
the pointat which you now, are in ten days or 
more to come. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, Tf the gentle- 
man from South Carolina will. allow me, | wish 
to know how itis that he can maintain that amend- 
ments have been put upon this bill which are 
odious to a majority of the House, when: these 
amendments have every. one of them been suş- 
tained by a majority of this House upon the yeas 
and nays? : 

Mr. ORR. 


I did not design to say that they 
are odious to a majority of this Flouse. I intended 
to say that amendments had been put upon this 
bill which were odious to a large number of. gene 
tlemen in this House, without whose votes it can- 
not be passed. 

Mr. Speaker, I think I have 
understood; and if the view. 
meets the approbation of the House, 


now made myself 
I -have expressed 
they will suas 
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tain me in the motion I have made. _1 move the 
previous question upon the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. When the; 
deficiency bill passed this House-— : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind the 
pentieman that the previous question has been 

demanded, s 
© Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, I hopethe gentleman 
will withdraw the-motion for the previous ques- | 
tion, and allow me to make a remark. i 

Mr. ORR. I cannot. 

Mr, TAYLOR, of Ohio. I desire to ask a 
question, which I think will forward the business 
of the House. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his demand for the previous question for 
that purpose. | 

Mr. ORR, T cannot. i 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I move that there be a 
call of the House. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be put. | 

The question now being upon the motion to re- | 
consider the vote by which the bill was rejected, | 
it was taken; and the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. ORR. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and upon that motion I demand 
the previous question. 

Mr. PRESTON. I ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina to yield me the floor for five min- 
utes? 

Several MEMBERS. 
mand. 

Mr. ORR. I decline to withdraw the demand. | 

Mr. PRESTON. Very well; I am willing to 
go to the vote. 


Do not withdraw the de- 


The previous question received a second, and || : 
} T : Orleans custom-houses were laid upon the table 


the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. PRESTON. 1demand the yeas and nays | 
on the motion to reconsider. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 85, nays 69; as follows: 

YRHAS—Messrs. Aiken, James ©. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, Ashe, Barksdale, Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, 
Bridges, Brooks, Chastain, Churehwel, Clark, Clingman, 
Cobb, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dent, bddy, 
Edmundson, Milison, Waglish, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, 
Greenwood, Grow, Hastings, Ileudricks, Henn, Hillyer, 
Houston, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kerr, 
Kittredge, Lamb, Leteher, Lilly, MceCutloch, MeMullin, 
McNair, McQueen, Maxwell, Mayall, Milson, Morrison, 
Murray, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Olds, Orr, Bishop Perkins, 
John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Ready, Richardson, 
Thomas Ritchey, Ruftin, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, Shower, 
Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor D. 
Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. 
Taylor, Vail, Vansant, Walker, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Aolicotler-—B5, 

NAYS—-Messrs. Abercrombie, Banks, Bennett, Benson, 
Bliss, Bagg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, Corwin, Cul- 
lom, Thomas Davis, De Wilt, Diek, Disney, Bastman, Ed- | 
mands, Everhart, Barley, Menton, Flagler, franktin, Ful- 
ler, Giddings, Green, Aaron Harlan, Maven, Hil, Howe, 
Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Kuox, Latham, Lindley, Mace, | 
Macy, Matteson, May, .Middleswarth, John G. Miller, 
Morgan, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Phillips, Preston, Pur- 
year, Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabiu, 
Sapp, G 
Nathaniel G. aylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Wade, | 
Walbridge, Walley, Walsh, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, John Wentworth, Wheeler, and Yates—69. 


t Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Joho J, Taylor, |! 


So the motion to reconsider the vote by which | 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move to re- | 
consider the vote by which the twenty-second | 
amendment was adopted. Itis the amendment | 
which appropriates for the completion of the | 
several custom-houses. I voted to ingraft that ; 
amendment upon the bill; and I am still in favor 
of the appropriations for the construction of these | 
custom-houses; but, on examination, I find that | 
of those who voted with me for the amendment | 
there were seventeen, enough to have saved the | 
bill, who voted against the final passage of the | 
bill. 


for the present, rather than all the great interests | 
involved in the measure. I call for the previous | 
question on my motion for reconsideration. | 
At the request of Mr. Taynor, of Ohio, the: 
amendment was reported by the Clerk, as follows: : 
Twenty-second amendment: 
For completing the custom-houseat. St. Louis, Missouri 
$108,000 5 i 
For completing the custom-house at Mobile, Alabama, 
865,000; 


Now I think that if anything is to be sacri- i 
ficed, it is best that itshould be the custom-houses |} 


: For completing the custom-house at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
$40,000 ; 

-For completing the custom-house at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, 340,000 5 - 

For completing the custom-house at Bangor, Maine, 
$20,060 ; i 

For completing the custom-house at Bath, Maine, 
$20,000 ; P 

For completing the custom-house at Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, $12,600; and 

For purchasing a site for a custom-house at Providence, 
Rhode Ssland, $24,000, 


Mr. PHILLIPS. Does not the twenty-second 
amendment also embrace the appropriations for the 
custom-houses at Richmond and New Orleans? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. These custom- 
houses are provided for by separate amendments. 

Mr. LILLY. Does the amendment embrace 
appropriations for the marine hospitals? 

The SPEAKER. Itdoes not. Appropriations 
for the marine hospitals are also provided for by 
separate amendment. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Motions 
were made to reconsider the votes by which the 
amendments appropriating for the custom-houses 
referred to by the gentleman from Alabama were 
adopted, and these motions to reconsigier were 
laid upon the table; therefore, it is not now in order 
to again reconsider. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I call to order. I insist 
that the call for the previous question is not de- 
batable. 

The SPEAKER. Interrogatory isin the na- 
ture of debate, and objection being made, the 
Chair must restrain gentlemen from further ques- 
tioning. : 

Mr. WENTWORTH. The record of the 
House will show whether the motions to recon- 
sider the amendments for the Richmond and New 


or not. 


The SPEAKER. Then itis for gentlemen who 
wish the information to look to the record. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. PRESTON. I demand the yeasand nays 
on the motion to reconsider. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 84, nays 68; as follows: 


: 

YEAS—Mcessrs. Aiken, James O. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Barksdale, Bell, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Brooks, Chas 
tain, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, Cutting, John 
G. Davis, Dawson, Dent, Eddy, Edmundson, English, 
Faulkner, Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Wiley P. Har- 
ris, Hastings, Hendricks, Hillyer, Houston, ingersoll, Dan- 
ic! T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kittredge, 
Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, MeCulloch, MeMullin, McNair, 
MeQueen, Maxwell, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, 
Noble, Olds, Orr, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, Richardson, Thomas 
Ritehey, Rutin, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Single- 
ton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
George W., Smyth, Richard H, Stanton, Nestor L. Stevens, 
Stratton, David Stuart, Jobn J, Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
for, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Walker, Walsh, Westbrook, 
Wheeler, and Daniel B. Wright—84. , 

NAY S---Messrs. Abercrombie, Banks, Bennett, Benson, 
Bliss, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskic, Chandier,Clark, 
Corwin, Cullom, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Disney, 
astman, Hdinands, Everhart, Parley, Fenton, Flagler, 
Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Giddings, Aaron Harlan, Har- 
rison, Haven, Henn, Bill, Howe, Johuson, Kidwell, Knox, 
Latham, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, Mayall, Middleswarth, 
John G. Miller, Morgan, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Phillips, 
Preston, Riddle, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, 
Sapp, Gerrit Sinith, Frederick P. Stanton, Andrew Stuart, 
John L. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Wade, Waibridge, 
Watley, hiba: B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, John 


| Wentworth, Yates, and Zollicoffer—68, 


So the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the twenty-second amendment was adopted was 
agreed to. 


The question recurred on the adoption of the 
twenty-second amendment. 

Mr. ORR. I demand the previous question. 

Mr. SEWARD. Is it in order to move to re- 
commit the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order to make 
that metion, provided the demand for the previous 
question be not sustained; in other words, the bill 
is in a condition to be recommitted. 


Mr. SEWARD. Does not the motion to re- | 


commit take precedence of the demand for the 
previous question ? 

The SPEAKER, H does not. 

Mr. WALSH. Wil the demand for the pre- 
vious question cut off other motions to recon- 


|i sider? 


The SPEAKER. If the previous question is 


| tlemen may consider. 


sustained, it will extend to’ the. third reading of 
the bill, and cut off other amendments. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from South Carolina to withdraw his demand for 
the previous question, so that I may be enabled 
to make a very few remarks; and I promise not 
to exceed three minutes. I should like to put 
me House in possession of the reasons why I 

esire 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York is not in order, as the demand for the. pre- 
vious question is not withdrawn. The Chair will 
state for the information of the House, that if the 
previous question be seconded , and the main ques- 
tion ordered to be put, the vote will be first taken 
on the adoption of the amendment, the reconsid- 
eration of the vote by which it was adopted having 
been this moment ordered; and then on ordering 
the bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then can other 
amendments be reconsidered ? 

The SPEAKER. They cannot. 

Mr. SMITH, Can other distinct propositions 
be considered ? 

The SPEAKER. They cannot. 

Mr. WALSH. What will be the condition of 
the appropriations for marine hospitals? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair again states that 
the previous question will cover the amendment 
now pending, and also the ordering of the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. I desire to ask 
a question of the Chair. Are there any appropria- 


| tions for custom-houses in this bill now, or are 


they all stricken out? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that there 
are appropriations for one or two custom-houses 
still in the bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I must confess that 
I do not yet distinctly understand the Chair, 

[Cries of ‘* Question !” ** Question !?7] 

Mr, SMITH. I understand that the proposi- 
tion is—— * 

{Continued cries of ‘Question!’ ‘ Ques- 
tion!” 

The SPEAKER. Itisthe duty of the Chair 
to explain to the body the information asked by 
the gentleman from Virginia. If the main ques- 
tion be ordered, the House will be brought to 
vote, first on the pending amendment, and then 
on ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a 
third time, and it will completely cut off any other 
amendment. 

Mr. SMITH. Then I will vote against order- 
ing the main question. 

The SPEAKER. It hag been the practice of 
the House to reconsider votes taken under the 
operation of the previous question. But that has 
already been done. It was done during yester- 
day. The House has reconsidered the vote by 
which the bill was ordered to a third reading. 
Again, it has reconsidered the vote on which one 
of the amendments of yesterday was adopted. 
Now, if the demand fêr the previous question be 
sustained, it brings the House to vote on the pend- 
ing amendment, and then upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time; and it will, 
under the circumstances, in the opinion of the 
Chair, cut off all amendments in the nature of a 
reconsideration. i 

Mr. BOCOCK.. I would like to make a sug- 
gestion, if the gentleman choose to take it. 

[Interruption, and cries of ‘Question !” Ques- 
tion !??] 

Mr. BOCOCK. In view of the condition of 
things, I wish to make a suggestion which gen- 
If we cannot call for the 
previous question now, we cannot call for it at all; 
and therefore this subject: would be left open to 
debate as long as gentlemen might choose to 
debate it. , ` Š 

Mr. PRESTON. Ical] the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bo- 
cock] be heard? 

Mr. WALSH. Tobject. 

The question now being on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, 

mr WASHBURNE, of Ilinois, called for 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. DENT. I simply desire to ask a question 
for the purpose of getting information... If the 


Pa 


ject, without c 
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call for the previous question be sustained, will | 
the bill have to be voted upon as it now stands? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

Mr. DENT. And if the previous question be 
not sustained 

The SPEAKER. The bill will then be open | 
for amendments or recommittal. 

Messrs. Pratrr and Ricwarpson were 
pointed tellers. 

The question was taken; and the tellers repo 
—ayes 69, noes 73. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Speaker, if the House 
will give me their attention for a short time, I 
will repay them by being very brief in what Iam | 
about to say. I intend my remarks shall be di- | 
rected upon the subject of the custom-houses 
provided for in this bill. I will not turn aside to 


rted 
+ 


notice anything else; for my friend from South jj 


Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] in his motion and remarks, 
seems to be reaching after them alone. 
been somewhat intimately connected, too, with 
these houses from the commencement of the ses- 


sion; and I desire, incidentally, to speak of that |; 


connection, and of some of the reasons which į 
have influenced my votes in reference to them. 

These custom-houses were reported in the de- 
ficiency bill early in the session, in sundry very 
brief clauses, each commencing ‘‘to complete,” 
or, “to enable the Secretary to complete,” them, 
and then enumerating them, and setting down the 
amount for each. 

The House will do me the justice to remember 
that I opposed the appropriations in that form, 
and have ever since opposed them in that form; 
and l can assure gentlemen [ ever will oppose 
them when they come in that form, because it 
leaves the whole subject under the unlimited con- 
trol of individuals who have the expenditure of 
the moneys. I do not wishto speak harshly, but 
it leaves in the hands of Secretaries, and their 
agents and employees, the whole unlimited sub- 

eck or control on our part. Itis 
incautious, improper, wild, and unregulated legis- 
lation, in my opinion, and has not yet, and never 
shall, receive my sanction. This House has uni- 
formly been misled and deceived under that kind 
of legislation; and I told it so when this subject | 
was first up this session. But, sir, I then de- 


clared my. readiness#to vote sufficient sums to |; Ov 
! fitto engage in it, premising only, that if they feel | 
they have voted wrong, it 1s never unwise to cor- | 


complete these Houses, if the Secretary could be } 
properly restricted, and the public interests suffi- | 
ciently guarded by proper, discreet, and stringent 
limitations and restrictions, to be enacted with the 
sc ge 

r. HOUSTON. The gentleman is mistaken 
as to matter of fact. These custom-houses were 
not reported in the deficiency bill. They were 
left out of that bill by the Committee of Ways | 
and Means. 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Speaker, I accept the cor- 
rection of my friend from Alabama, the chairman | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means; but these | 
custom-houses have been up in so many shapes, 
and the subject turned over in such a variety of 
ways, that he will excuse me if I do not state the 
precise form in which these appropriations first 
made their appearance in this Hall. Itis true, 
as the gentleman states, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means did report against placing these 
appropriations in the deficiency bill. I voted 
against inserting them in that bill in the language | 
I have described, because, in that loose form, I | 
thought in the hands of whoever might, for the 
time being, be Secretary of the Treasury, it would | 
give him that wild, unregulated, and improper dis- 
cretion that I have mentioned, by which the money | 
might be expended without limitation or restric- 
tion, and whether it accomplished er completed 
the object intended or not. . 

But by way of justifying my course, then, be- | 
fore the House and 
with my course on this bill, if any justification or | 


reconciliation be needed, I ask leave to say, that ji 
as soon as the deficiency bill was defeated—and as |; 


i 


alleged, on account of. custom-house appropria- 
tions being in it—with my own hands, and exer- 


cising my own judgment only, I drew up a bill, |) 


which was adopted and reported by the Commit 


tee of Ways and Means, containing what I be- i 
lieved to be wise, salutary, and proper restrictions |, 
upon the expenditure of these moneys by the | 


Secretary of the Treasury. I thought they were 


then ap- | 
i |! Whole, after very full debate, and again by yeas 


ÍI bave į; 


the country, and reconciling it |: 


| priations in this bill, because they are accom- 
| panied by, and made subject to, all the restric- 


tions and limitations I have referred to; the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary is properly and cautiously 
confined; and because, further, with these restric- 
‘tions and limitations, they have had the double 
sanction of this House, once in Committee of the 


i and nays yesterday. So, Mr. Speaker, it will be 
observed I have refused to let the Secretary con- 
i trol us in this behalf; and I have voted against 
these appropriations, without careful and salutary 
guards, plainly expressed, being thrown around 
the expenditure; and I have since voted, and shall 
probably vote again, for them, carefully guarded, 
and withdrawn from an unregulated discretion, 
and kept within the reach and control of this 
House, whose duty it is to look with great cau- 
tion-into all expenditures of the public moneys. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, so much at present for my 
own position in reference to this matter; and let 
| me stop here and say, that I desire to make no 
war upon this bill, or upon the Administration 
members of this House in reference to it. I think 
it is a liberal bill; perhaps it goes up to the verge 
of liberality. But, sir, in my judgment, it is not 
| an extravagant bill. dt contains many items that 
i { should much prefer were not in it; but I voted 
| for it yesterday when on its third reading, with 


And I shall vote for it again, with- 


‘hold them. Sir, I am but one among a large num- 
| ber of honorable gentlemen here, all of whose dis- 
| cretions and judgments are, at least, entitled to 


| for me to attempt to embarrass or clog the opera- 
| tions of the Government, unless I find it engaged 
| in what F regard as a violation of its proper or 

itutional duty. It neither suits my taste, nor 


i const 
| does it comport with what f regard as the fair 
| discharge of my duties here. Nor will I attempt 


| bill, by voting one way upon it to-day and another 


day totally inconsistent with the one I gave yester- 
day. | leave that, sir, for other gentlemen who see 


rect it when an opportunity offers. 
Now, sir, to another thing. The only objection 


priations, accompanied as they are by my limita- 


‘place. This is the point to the objection of my 
| friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr.) Sir, let 
me ask the gentleman, and others here of his way 
of thinking, to look back through our statutes, 
and over our appropriation bills, since the first 
custom-house was ever built by this Government, 
and point me to a solitary case of an appropria- 
: tion for such a purpose that was not contained in 
|a general appropriation bill of this kind? Sir, 
: they would not find one—not one—at least, in my 


to hit upon such a case. 


‘made? and if they ought to be, place them in 
| what bill you please, so that you limit, restrict, 
‘and control them in a proper, discreet, and wise 
| manner. 1 voted against them in the deficiency 
‘bill for want of such limitation, restraint, and 
| control; and { then advised the House that, under 


them if so limited, restricted, and controlled. It 
is quite immaterial to me in what bill they are 
placed, so be that the public good require them to 
i be in any bill at all. I think it very well, and 
uite discreet, to keep them in a separate bill, but 
do not regard it as indispensable, more especially 
‘as a separate bill could not now be passed this 
i session; and they must be placed here, or not 
| passed at all. 


marks this morning, stated that this bill was an 
improper one in which to make these appropria- 
tions, and who, rather by implication, censured 


i 
li 


wise, salutary, and proper restrictions then. 1 


me, and those gentlemen who voted with me, for 


‘these custom-house appropriations, accompanied į 
|| by the limitations and restrictions I have men- į; 
ii tioned, in it, 
| out those appropriations in it, if the good sense |. 
| and discretion of the House shall decide to with- | 


| way to-morrow. I will not give a vote upon it to- | 


| equal weight with mine in this regard. It is not | 


! any child’s play, Mr. Speaker, in reference to this | 


I have heard to-day to these custom-house appro- |; 


i tions and restrictions, is, that they are not now in | 
|| the right bill—they do not come in in the right 


searches after truth in that direction, I have failed ; 
It makes no difference, |, 
| in point of principle, in what bill they are placed; j: 
| the question is, ought the appropriations to be | 


the circumstances of the case, I would vote for | 


Now, sir, I cannot avoid saying to my friend | 
from South Carolina, (My. Orr,} who, in his re- |; 


Nay, sir, he censures himself, if he has ever voted 
|! for a civil and diplomatic bill since he has been 
| here. Of course, Mr. Speaker, 1 say this in no 
i offensive sense. 4 . WE 
i| Now, Mr. Speaker, as to another part of this, 
|| subject, 1 beg the House to bear with me while T 
į spealt of that. As an original proposition-~—as a 
i new question—I should, by no means, vote for all 
of these custom houses. 1 rhould, as a new and. 
| original question, deem it unwise, indiscreet, im-: 
; proper, and ill advised. Some of them, in my, 
ii opinion, are not very much needed, and ought 
i never to have been commenced. Some of them” 
| are in the wrong localities, and could very well be 
|! dispensed with. But, Mr. Speaker, whilst that is 
i| my opinion in reference to some of these struc- 
i tures, J can but remember, and I ask the House 
Í to remember, that this is not a case of inception 
; of legislation; this is not an original, a first action 
of Congress on the subject; it is only following 
: up—completing the business that has been begun 
| by previous Congresses, and under previous 
|| legislation. The only question for us now is, 
whether, inasmuch as these works have been en- 
tered upon and been mostly completed under pre- 
vious legislation, we shall, like a pradent proprie- 
tor, and a thorough business man, complete them 
properly; or, like a good for nothing, slack, lazy,» 


1 

| 

$ 5 $ . . . o . 

|: shiftless, and inefficient individual, whose business .Ț 
i 


li is always down at the heel, and something like a 
l ravelled-out old stocking, let these edifices go into 
|| dilapidation and decay? Whether we shall let the 
|| results of former appropriations for these subjects 
ji go into dilapidation and decay, waste away under 
the slow but sure operations of the weather, and, 
what we have already done become useless, or 
ishall we make these additional appropriations 
„and finish them up in a thorough, workmanlike, 
and business manner? 
| Mr. COBB. With the gentleman’s permission 
|| Í would make a single remark. On the Calendar. 
I find as the thirtieth bill, one embracing appro-, 
priations for the construction and completion ofall, 
these custom-houses. Now, while voting against, 
these appropriations en masse as an amendment to 
this bill, and intending to do so hereafter, yet I 
am willing to vote for them when they. properly. 
come up, and are presented to us, each on its own 
merits. {have voted against these appropriations 
‘combined, and I shall continue to do so. Com- 
bined in an amendment to the civil and diplomatic 
| appropriation bill, T shall vote against them. 
Here on the Calendar, thirty down, stands a. 
; general bill for the completion and construction of 
| custom-houses and marine hospitals; and why not 
|. wait until we reach it? , 
Mr. HAVEN. The suggestion of the gentle- 
|| man from Alabama shows ‘himin a hopeful cone 
| dition. He has got half right already; he is now 
il on the right road, and I am. not without hope that, 
| before we reach a vote on this question, he will 
| right up altogether. I see he goes for the bill with 
| my limitations and restrictions in it. He, like 
; myself, is opposed to placing these moneys under 
la kind of wild and unregulated discretion. Yet 
he is in favor of finishing up these works, and 
saving them from dilapidation and decay, like a 
i prudent proprietor. So far so good. He knows, 
‘as we all know, that unless this is done now, and 
in this bill, it cannot be done this session. His 
i great experience and good sense tells him all of 
| that.. And now that his discriminating mind is at 
work upon this subject, I have great hope—founded 
on his uniform propriety and appreciation of the 
' fitness of things—that, he will vote for closing at 
‘once, and forever, this vexed and uncomfortable 
` question, and for keeping this Government from. 
becoming a by-word and a reproach on account 
_ of its unfinished edifices, and its fickle and childish 
course of legislation. 

I come back, sir, to the true point. Whilst I 
frankly confess I believe, as an original question, 
these appropriations would be, in some cases, un- 
wise and indiscreet, still, that is not the ques- 
tion; that is not the point that presses. upon us 
most closely now. The true question is, having 
i entered upon the work, shall we finish it? Task 
this question here again, wholly. irrespective of 
the recommendations of the. Secretary of the 
Treasury. i 


j 
| 


I 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. One question. i| try, within our own territory, as connected with 
Mr. HAVEN. Will my friend wait a mo- | dollars and cents.  _ 
ment? lam coming to the point of his inquiry | Mr. Speaker, I fear that some of my. friends 
presently. He ig shrewd enough to see what 1s || near me are growing a little uneasy, from a desire 
to follow, from the premises Lam laying down. i to get the floor. [Cries of “No!” “No!” “Go 
I was saying, sir, that, without regard to the |} on!’| Buti know thatthe majority of the House 
opinions of the Secretary of the Treasury; with- | are willing to listen a little further; for they would 


i 


stand why custom-houses are more necessary 
upon the coast than in the interior. Every gen- 
tleman familiar with the business transacted in 
custom-houses knows this statement to be true; 
and the Committee of Ways and Means perhaps 
acted wisely in making an appropriation for 
i 3 i [i ; Charleston and New Orleans, and in rejecting the 
out respect to any weap consideration, having || not vote for the previous question, when they |! estimates for St. Louis, Cincinnati, and Louis- 
entered on this businesS#had we not better close |; knew I wanted the floor, a short time since. ville; for there is infinitely a greater necessity for 
it up at once, and put the subject forever at rest? I would like to direct the attention of gentle- j| custom-houses on the coast than in the interior. 
Mr. JONES. I would ask the gentleman a || men who are so irreconcilably opposed to these || Every gentleman familiar with our revenue sys- 
single question. a | appropriations, and who, of a sudden, seem to || me i and its operations must know that the labor 
Mr. HAVEN. {think I know what the gen- |; have an erection of conscience on the subject of || at responsibility is upon the offices on the coast, 
tleman from Tennessee is intending to ask me. || custom-houses, especially when provided for in a | even where the importation is to be delivered in 
‘Efe intends to ask whether F do not know that || general appropriation bill, to page thirty of this |! the interior; for the goods must be transhipped on 
some of these appropriations are for buildings not || very bill now under consideration. My friend | reaching the rivers or railroads, and bonds for the 
yet commenced? | from South Carolina says vehemently, that this i| payment of duties taken by the coast collector, 
Mr. JONES. I was going to ask you no such || House must vote down these appropriations, for || which makes the officers in the interior mere 
question. [Laughter.] || it is not fit to place them in this bill. _ agents to collect the duties assessed and secured 
Mr. HAVEN. Very well, then, I yield tomy Now, I will read an item in this bil, on page i! on the coast. 


| 
friend to state whatit is he is intending to ask me; | 
for l own, now, I cannot guess, 
Mr. JONES. I was going to ask the gentle- || 
man whether he was not satisfied that there had || 
been a sufficient amount of money appropriated || 
to construct these buildings and to finish them? 
Flave we not already appropriated enough to make | 
them substantial and fire-proof, under the plans || 
adopted by the last Administration? It was enough | 
to make plain, substantial, fire-proof structures; | 
and these additional appropriations are not for fia- |! 
ishing and making them fire-proof, but for making || 
them ornamental and magnificent. i 
Mr. HAVEN. [hardly know how to answer || 

my friend from Tennessee, now I have found out | 
what inquiry he intended to make. The most |; 

| 

| 
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i 
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correct and proper answer [ can give him is, thet | 
I cannot be satisfied in the way his question im- 

plies, because | have no knowledge—no evidence || 
on the subject, except what I find in the report || 
of the Secretary of the Treasury; and everything |; 
in that report is very direct and positive, precisely || 
the other way from what the gentleman’s interro- | 
gatory seems to imply. i 
Sir, all L know in reference toany of these cus- || 
tom-houses is what I find in our statutes, and in j] 


thirty, and ask the gentleman if he has gone back 
far enough in his motions to reconsider to quiet | 
that awakened conscience of his: | 


“ Por continuing operations on the custom- house at New 
Orleans, $395,000.” 


‘This, Mr. Speaker, is found in this general ap- | 
propriation bill, and yet it is wholly overlooked, 
or blankly winked at, by my honorable friend 
from South Carolina. 

On the same page, and only one line below, I 
find another nice and classic piece of composition, 
which is, perhaps, still more interesting to my 
friend from South Carolina. It is as follows: 


“For continuing operations on the custom-house at i Means reported this in the original bill 
i iM g : 


Charleston, South Carolina, $273,090. >? 


Sir, in these two items that I have just read || 


from this very bill, more money is appropriated į 


for the two designated Jocalities than is asked for |! 


to complete—not to confinue—operations upon all 
the custom-houses and marine hospitals in this 
bill—more, sir, than is necessary to put on the 
mastic, or clapboards, and the slate or shingles, ; 


j So as to keep out the bad weather, and make them || 


all safe places for the keeping and deposit of the 


records and papers pertaining to the basiness of j| these cities, but because I believe that the plan. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. . May T ask the gentleman 
from South Carclina a question ? 

Mr. HAVEN. I am very desirous, Mr. 
Speaker, of hearing any brief explanation which 
the gentleman from South Carolina may wish to 
make. But as to my friend from Alabama, [Mr. 
Puitues,}] | must ask him to be still for the pres- 
ent; he, being a friend to the custom-houses, has 
no right to speak here. I want to hear gentle- 
men who are opposed to them; that is the only 


i way to find out and remove the difficulties in the 


way of these appropriations. My friend from 
Alabama, I insist, must, therefore, not interfere. 
Mr. ORR. The Committee of Ways and 
It was 
not reported to the House from the Committee, of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union as 
anamendment at all. The House has taken no 
separate vote upon it. If it had taken a separate 


' vote upon it, I say to the gentleman from New 
i York (Mr. claven] that | should have registered 


precisely the same vote with reference to the cus- 


tom-houses at Charleston and New Orleans as i- 


did with referense to the others; not that 1 do 
nut believe the appropriations necessary for both 


the Government, and the interests of cidlxens who || on which they have been. projected is entirely too 
the Treasury Department; and these documents || live under it. | magnificent. 1 believe that they cost the Govern- 
i 3ut to go a step further back, Mr. Speaker. I|! ment entirely too much money. And I desire 
whatever assurances they may have been voted | find in the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill || the gentleman from New York to understand that 
by Congress, turn out to be wholly insufficient. |! of last year an appropriation of $100,000 for con- |} l am actuated by principle in voting against these 
| : 


the Executive documents that come to us from | 


What more can I say in reply to the question of |! tinuing the construction of the custom-house at || amendments appropriating large sums to erect 


ments. Whatam Ito know, what can I know 
about these matters from any other source 
have never traveled up and down the Mississippi, |) 
along the coast of Maine, or around the Galf of 
Mexico, to learn whether the Secretary of the 
"Treasury has told us the truth in this behalf in | 
his report. ‘This is a matter that I am willing to | 
leave to the Secretary of the Treasury, when there | 
are no reasonable suspicions raised against him. ; 
in matters of this kind, which affect the internal : 
interests of our country, and our domestic affairs, 
1 will take the word of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury when he sends us information, unless | know, 
or some gentleman here will suggest, he is a false || 
or a dishonorable man, and untrue to his public ii 
duties. L hope the House will not deem me in- || 


discreet or singular in this, although I was a litle |! 


unwilling the other day, on the Mexican treaty 
bill, to take the Administration at its word, and | 
vote $10,000,000 without a word of explanation, | 
and under very grave and suspicions circum- | 
sances, on the face of the treaty, and resting in | 


the almost universal belief of intelligent gentlemen 


the circumstances of this case | differ from the |! 
pretended friends of the Administration on this || 
floor; for inasmuch as nothing appears to impeach 
or question the integrity and fair dealing of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, I am quite willing to 
take his official word upon this point; for it is his | 
business to communicate-information to us upon ;, 
this and kindred subjects. Whatever may be | 
my political relations towards him, or other men, | 
I thank my innate sense of propriety that I have 
not descended to that level where I am unwilling || 


to trust the constituted authorities of the country || 


in the ordinary commercial business of the coun- || leans, and rejected all the others. I can under- 


| Haven] ought to have more fairness than to make 


i amining the reasons which have been assigned | 


| for the other appropriations to which L have ob- 


Charleston; and the very next clause therein that | 
same bill is an item of $324,000 for continuing the || 


construction of the custom-houseat New Orleans. 


But, sir, I will pursue this unpleasant line of || 


remark no further. It is a very different case 
from the one now under consideration; but the 


formly go up to hundreds of thousands, and the | 
appropriations are for South Carolina and Lov- | 
istana, and not for Maine, or the northern or 
northwestern lakes, or western rivers. f will 
make no more invidious comparisons, 

Mr. ORR. Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. HAVEN. Certainly. 

Mr. ORR. My friend from New York [Mr. 


the argument which he has just been making to 
the House. 
New Orleans and Charleston get into the civil 
and diplomatic bill? 


Means, of which he is a member, reporting these |i 
That | 


two appropriations in the original bill. 
same Committee of Ways and Means, after ex- 


by the Secretary of the Treasury in his estimates 


jected, rejected them, believing the reasons as- 
signed insufficient. Did my friend from New |i 
York move to reject in the Committee of the | 
Whole the Charleston and New Orleans custom- 
houses? He knows I could not have made the 
notion, for I was occupying the Chair when the 
bill was considered. How do these objectionable 
items get into the bill? Not by the recommenda- 


which the gentleman is an influential member; | 


and they were placed on the bill on the motion of |! 


an individual member not a member of the Ways 
and Means, and against their decision. His own 
committee sustained Charleston and New Or- 


| 

i 

| 

i 

t > i 
tion, but against the wishes, of the committee of 1 
i 

i 

i 

i 


splendid edifices to beautify and adorn cities, and 
which the necessities of the service do not de- 
mand. Why, sir, there is not a member of the 
House who is more familiar than is the gentleman 
from New York himself, with the fact that since 


he 3 ; | 1850 we have “ completed ” most of these custom- 
only difference, I believe, is, that the sums uni- |) 


houses every year, the law declaring, in such bills 
as provides the appropriations, that ‘no part be 


t used unless it will complete the building,” and 
“tto complete the house,” &c. 


“rie Every year 
there has been an appropriation made to “ com- 
plete ” these custom-houses.. In 1850 they say: 


| “Give us a particular sum; that is all that we re- 
| quire. 
|| certain amount, and we will certainly * complete 


” 


In 1851 the statement is: ‘* Give us a 


it”? The same song is sung in 1853; and now, 


| in 1854, the same song is again sung, and we are 
How do these appropriations for |i 
| 


asked to ‘complete them” again; and with al 


a li the guards put upon these appropriations in my 
It was by the action of that |; friend’s proviso, I fear we shall next year hear 


gentleman and the Committee of Ways and i 
i 
i 


the same stentorian cry for more money to ‘¢ com- 
plete ” these same buildings. 

Now, I have said to the gentleman from New 
York, as [ said yesterday to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Preston,] that if he would make 
a motion in Committee of the Whole to take up 
the custom-house bill which he reported, and 
which contains these very sums, | would vote for 
its consideration; and if the custom-houses have 


| sufficient merit to warrant appropriations being 
| made for them, let them pass. But I say, do not 


load down the civil and diplomatic bill with these 


i amendments, the effect of which is to embarrass 
iit, and place many gentlemen here in a false 


position. 
Now, one thing more—— 
Mr. HAVEN. Oh no! no! 
Mr. ORR. I desire the gentleman to hear me 


: on another point. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
New York insist on his right to the floor? 
Mr. HAVEN. My friend from South Caro- 


lina (Mr. Onn] would not withdraw his eall for 
the previous question at my request a few moments 
ago 
“The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Oxr.) The gentle- 
man from New York insists on his right to the 
floor. 

Mr. HAVEN. Well, let the gentleman from 
South Carolina go on a little longer. I always 
am pleased to hear him. 

r. ORR. I desire my honorable friend from 
New York to answer in candor whether it is just 
and proper for gentlemen here to vote these cus- 
tom-house items in the bill, making it obnoxious 
to many gentlemen here, and, when they have thus 
crammed the bill, desert their own bantling in its 
last struggle, and vote against it on its passage? 
Ig not such a policy disingenuous? If gentlemen 
will put in these items, they should feel bound to 
vote for the bill, and not against it, as many of 
them did on yesterday. Many of thegentleman’s 
political friends yesterday voted for the custom- 
houses, and then refused to sustain the bill, at- 
tempting thereby to make the bill odious by their 
votes on amendments, and then throwing the re- 
sponsibility on the Democrats of sustaining the 
bill made thus odious by their votes, or of reject- 
ing it, and stopping the wheels of Government, 
My friend from New York, however, is, I am 
happy to say, not within thatnumber—first voting 
on the amendments, and for the bill on its final 
passage. 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Speaker, certainly, when 
I yield the floor to my friend from South Carolina, 
who has just taken his seat, I do so to the serious 
injury of my own interest, I have always listened 
to him with great pleasure, even when [ know he 
is turning my positions; and I desire him to under- 
stand that when I hesitate to yield him the floor 
to speak against me, and for his section of the 
country, | do so only because of the fact that 
what he thus puts into my remarks makes such 
an unfavorable contrast for me, and what I say 
each side of him, that italways makes me regret 
my want of ability. He makes my speech nothing 
but a rough box, in which he incloses his jewels. 
But, sir, enough of this. 

My friend from South Carolina now tells us 
that the great difference between the necessity and 
propriety of custom-houses at New Orleans and 
at Charleston, and those for Cincinnati and St. 
Louis, is, that the former are on the Gulf of Mex- 
ico and the Atlantic coast. 

Ay, Mr. Speaker, thatis the reason why. It 
has come out at last; for, “out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh.” I feared some 
such disclosure. 1 should, perhaps, better say | 
expected it, Sir, my State is washed by the At- 
lantic, too; but that fact, I hope, makes no differ- 


ence with me. 
Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) If the gentleman 


from New York will allow me, I will explain, in |: 


justice to myself, The gentleman knows thet ! 
every vessel from a foreign country, bringing | 
goods for consumption to St. Louis, Cincinnati, 
and Louisville, must break bulk and be reshipped; 
for vessels from foreign ports do not ascend the 
Mississippi as high up as either of these places. 
He knows that nearly all the trouble and labor 
grows up out of the importation, examining the 
invoices, assessing duties, the taking of bonds for | 
payment of duty, in delivering of goods in the 
interior, all which has to be attended to at the 
custom-house upon the sea-coast. All of them, 
I admit, are upon too magnificent a scale; more 
so than they ought to be. 

Mr. HAVEN. The statementas to the mode 
of doing business at the river ports is familiar to 
me and to the House, and the only embarrass- 
ment I feel in commenting on my friend’s state- 
ments, is, that, in doing so, E touch upon an old 
and trite subject, which the House knows all 
about, and with which I know I shall weary them. 

The gentleman’s remarks are quite true in ref- 
erence to some of those places along the Missis- 
sippi. 1l do not institute any comparison; I did 
not intend to do so; but if my friend forces it upon 
me, he will excuse me for an inference unfavorable | 
to his argument. { believe the gentleman will find 
that the money collected for duties at St. Louis, 
after vessels have passed by all the cusiom-houses 
upon the Mississippi below, swells up to an 
amount, each year, in the aggregate nearly as 
large, if not larger, than that collected at Charles- 


ton, where, for simply ‘“‘ continuing the construction 


let me tell my friend, that the commerce of that 
little port alone is more than equal to one half the 
amount of the entire foreign commerce of this 
entire country. Sir, I speak advisedly, and notat 
random, I believe; and yet we are ‘f whistled down 
the wind”? when we of the North and Northwest 


ask some of these petty accommodations to do | 


the business of this Government in; and we are 
told our business is to collect the money for this 


Government in the best way we can, and to keep | 
our papers, documents, and important records | 
safe and dry in a slab shed, or else Jet them perish; | 


but let the Atlantic coast and the Gulf have cus- 
tom-houses, safe, roomy, elegant—magnificent, is 
my friend’s word to describe it~though it be at 
the cost of these immense sums a year which I 
have read from this bill. Sir, I do not complain 
at these appropriations; on the contrary, I have 
given them my vote. 

Mr. ORR. Were there any appropriations in 
the bill for lake custom-houses? 

Mr. HAVEN. My friend puts a very perti- 
nent question. There are not, that Lam aware of; 
but there ought to be. 

Mr. ORR. Where, then, is the necessity of the 


| comparison which the gentleman has made be- 


tween Buffalo and other places? 

Mr. HAVEN. The geneman shall see the 
pertinency, if not the necessity, of the com- 
parison. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman will perceive a very 
great difference between places inland, and places 
at which vessels arrivefrom foreign ports, without 


| breaking bulk. 


Mr. HAVEN. I suppose, sir, that the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, or whatever committee ap- 
proved originally of these custom-house grants 
and appropriations of which we are speaking, in 


this bill, selected the places for them that, in their | 
| judgment, had the greatest need of such accommo- j 


dations; and if acting correctly on that rule, Buf- 
falo has been so far neglected, with her pressing 
wants, as I have described them, what can my 
friend say of the necessity of these accommoda- 
tions in places selected by reason of their great 
and more pressing necessities ? 

But, sir, my friend is always so very seductive 
in his arguments that I follow him wherever he 
leads. I would like, however, to have him square 
his last suggestion with the case of the custom- 
house of our mutual friend from Alabama, [Mr. 
Puitisies.] His is a custom-house upon the At- 
lantic coast, or upon the Gulf at Mobile, and 
which does more business, I fancy, than the 
custom-house at Charleston. Why is my friend 
from South Carolina down upon that? I can 
speak for the Atlantic coast, 
the northern lakes and western rivers. 
plead as readily for this house for the gentleman 


| from Alabama (Mr. Pmrzirs]as I do for the great | 
| Northwest. 


By some kind of machinery—I leave it for this 


House to determine what—we voted into this very | 
bill yesterday alarge appropriation for completing | 
` the custom-house at Richmond. 
| too, because it has been commenced, and must be |, 


i voted for that, 


finished or abandoned. I ask my friend from 


i South Carolina how he can tolerate that measure 


in this bill? Is it because thatis upon the Atlantic 
coust? i 

Mr. ORR. Vessels unload at Richmond with- 
out breaking bulk or opening their hatches. 

Mr. HAVEN. How far is it from the sea? 

Mr. ORR. I do notknow; perhaps fifty miles. 
Vessels arrive there without breaking bulk, and 
without taking up their hatches; and the question 
of distance is, therefore, unimportant. 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Speaker, L defer to my 
friend’s superior knowledye of geography, as weil 
as of custum-houses on the Atlantic coast; but I 
am of the opinion the gentleman may follow the 
water down from Richmond over one hundred 


i 


I trast, as well as for į; 
And Li 


as whether these appropriations--conceding them, 
for the sake of the argument, to be proper—are 


r me to say, under all the circum- 
i stances which surround these appropriations, 
| whether they are necessary to complete these 
| houses or not. I will not argue that question 
i this morning. I will, for the present, at least, 
| leave that to the honor and the word of the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury, and shall, for my. par- 
; poses, rely upon that until it is impeached, or., L 
: can perceive some ground to suspect him of being 
| false to his great public trust. His statement that 
| they are necessary is quitecompetent evidence for 
ime, and quite sufficient, unless some gentleman 
here or elsewhere will gainsay it, or at least 
breathe an imputation against it. [| repeat, the 
question between us, and the only one I will 
argue now, is, whether it is allowable, customary, 
| or proper, to make these appropriations in this 
ibill. ‘Lhe Committee of Ways and Means have 
| found a place here in this bill for (WA tantie and 
| Gulf custom-houses; and this House, without.a 
| word of objection or opposition, have allowed 
them to remain there. And this [Louse has voted 
in the appropriations for Richmond, Why, sir, 
is not this bill as fitting a place for these custom- 
houses, for which I speak, as it is for the salt-water 
ones? And I repeat, that, if you will. go back, 
you will find jthat every appropriation that has 
ever been made for a similar object has been made 
in a general appropriation bill, and not in a spe, 
cific bill. it is true, a bill providing specifically 
for these houses,and their completion, has been 
drawn by me, and reported, as I have already 
stated, during the present session; but any one, 
who knows anything about the machinery of this 
House, knows that it is impossible to get sepa- 
rate action this year upon that separate bill.. It 
was not for any reason such as that which in- 
| duced me to opvose these custom-house appro. 
| priations in the deficiency bill. It was for want 
| of these restrictions to accompany them. . But no 
| such objection rests upon them in this bill. E 
tımyself drew these restrictions, limitations, condi- 
| tions, and guards, and drew them so that the 
| Secretary of the Treasury could not overstep their 
; limits and boundaries in the exercise of any, 
claimed or assumed prerogative of his, without 
having the law staring him directly and squarely 
in the face, and so that, if he should overstep 
them, he could not have the plea of ignorance. or 
uncertainty in the line of his duty in this regard, 
should he be brought to trial on an ynpeachment 
for violating its plain and obvious provisioris.. That 
is the proper ground on which, in my judgment, 
to place these matters; and with itl was willing 
then, and am willing now, to have them placed 
‘in this appropriation bill. I would not have voted 
for some of these as original propositions; but 
having been commenced, Í do not think we should 
abandon them; it seems to me very bad hus- 
|i bandry. Sir, 1 do not understand how it is that 
| economical gentlemen can blindly, and, on a ver- 
| dant faith, vote for millions to acquire foreign ter- 
|i ritory, barren rocks, and impassable deserts from 
| Mexico, outside of this Republic, and yet fnd 
| such unconqueravle and stubborn scruples against 
l! voting this poor pittance for the benefit of the 
commercial and domestic mterests of these United 
States. How san these things be, and not excite 
our special wonder? ; % 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I want to makea sugges- 
tion to the gentleman from New York; and to the 
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other members of the committee. I have taken 
no part in this controversy which is going on, 
and which has been so ably conducted by other 
gentlemen. it will be recollected that early in 
the present session, the House, on my motion, 
called upon the Secretary of the Treasury for in- 
formation as to all those custom-houses whose 
expenditures exceeded the receipts. That docu- | 
ment has ‘been furnished to the House; and if | 
gentlemen will look atit, they will find that there 
are fifty, and probably one hundred custom- |! 
houses, in the country, which annually cost us | 
more than all the revenue which is collected at | 
them. It seems to me that this is an evil which | 
should be remedied. I intended to move, and if! 
the gentleman from New York willallow me, I} 
will now move that this bill be recommitted to 
the Committes of Ways and Means, with in- | 
structions for them to report a provision abolish- || 
ing all those custom-houses which, during a pe- | 
riod of say five years—for it would be unjust to | 
take a shorter period—had caused an expenditure | 

q 


for the collection of customs greater than the re- | 
You will find upon | 
examination that there are custom-houses where | 
the expenditure exceeds the receipts by more than 
ten toone. This is doing a pretty business. If | 
a business man found he was losing a thousand 
dollars where he was making ten by an operation, 
would not he be likely to abandon it? I propose 
therefore, that the Secretary of the Treasury shall | 
ascertain, and report at the next session of Con- | 
gress, what custom-houses do not pay the cost of || 
keeping them up. Let us abolish them, and we |: 
shall then have more money to spend for those | 
which it is necessary for us to maintain. i 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Ifthe gentle- | 
man will allow me, I will suggest to him that in) 
many of these places all the custom-house machi- 
nery is necessary to prevent smuggling. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Ihave heard that objec- | 
tion again and again. On inquiry, | have come 
to the conché@ion that there is not the slightest | 
force in it. There is no reason on earth for |; 
keeping up a custom-house on that account. I; 
admit that there is necessity for revenue officers | 
at some of these points, to prevent smuggling. | 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. Willthe gen- | 
tleman yield me the floor for a moment to makea | 


suggestion ? f 
Rr. CLINGMAN. Ina little while, when I | 


ceipts at such custom-houses. 


| 
i 
il 
E 
i 
i 
i 
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have got through with the point on which I now 
am. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Tobject. If the gentleman $| 
yields, let him yield altogether; butin my recollec- | 
tion he only holds the floor by the indulgence of | 
the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It may be that custom- |; 
house officers may be necessary at some points to | 
prevent smuggling. They are not necessary at | 
all these places. If they are, however, the Secre- |; 
tary of the Treasury can report that fact to the | 
next Congress, which may determine whether or | 
not it will keep up these offices there for that pur- | 
pose alone. i 

The SPEAKER. With the permission of the || 
gentleman occupying the floor, the Chair will in- |; 
quire whether a motion has heen made to recom- 
mit the bill? 

Mr. HAVEN. It has not been made. I do 
not intend to allow it to be made while I am in: 
the possession of the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I only suggested that, if 
permitted, i would move to recommit the bill, so 
that the committee might have an opportunity to 
reéxamine its provisions. 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Speaker, it happens to be 
my fortune to be drawn out much longer in my i! 
remarks than I expected, by other gentlemen |! 
“pitching in,” as the phrase is, as I go along. Ii 
do not intend, while I have the floor, to allow a | 
motion to be made to recommit this bill, I intend 
to ask the House, with whatever feebie influence | 
I have—and I know that it does not extend beyond | 
the length of my own arms—to vote on this amend- 
ment immediately, and then to go to a vote upon 
the bill itself, and have the matter disposed of | 
before the hour hand reaches three on the face of 
the clock. ‘There is no use in delay. Sir, this. 
voting and reconsidering, and voting again, in my i 
judgment, betrays great infirmity of purpose on /! 


the part of honorable gentlemen here. Is it not | 


ij 

f 
it 
a 


i 
i 
i 

1 

1 

Ji 

l 
| 

in 


j already sai 
tions, less in amount than those in this bill for |) 
Tam | 


But I only rose for the purpose of putting my- 
self right before the House and the country, and 
allowing those gentlemen who have been rather 
closely crowded on the subject of these custom- 
houses, a slight hearing, though under most un- 
promising and discouraging circumstances. 

Now, | am not entirely willing to yield my as- 
sent to the proposition made by the gentlemen 
who claim to be so exclusively economical in ref- 
erence to this subject, although Í claim to be as 
economical a voter as any man may well be in 


| prudence, and ought to be in justice on this floor. 


Why should you, in all cases, and under all cir- 
cumstances, abolish or refuse custom-houses, 
where less revenue is collected than is paid out, 
any more than you should abolish post offices 
under like circumstances, any more than you 
should abolish your courts and court-houses, 
(where you have any,) or any more than you 


i| should get rid of any other institution necessary 
ilin the proper management of the business of the 


country, and which costs money to keep it up? 
Why, sir, this is nota dollar and cent Govern- 
ment entirely. 1 would be frugal, and not prodi- 
gal, but I would not try and hide all the great in- 
terests, sympathies, and destiny-of this country 
under a coined dollar 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The only object for a 
custom-house, that I know of, is to get revenue. 
Post offices are to enableeverybody to avail them- 
selves of the facilities of easy and rapid correspond- 
ence through the mails, &c. As I have already 
said, that, if there be any special reason for a cus- 


i tom-house at any one point, the Secretary of the 


Treasury can report that fact to Congress at its 
nextsession, Butgentlemen will find, on inquiry, 
that there are a number of little custom-houses all 


ii along the coast very close to large ones; that they 


do no business at all, and that it would be no great 
hardship to oblige ships to go to the main houses. 
Mr. HAVEN. l hear these explanations with 
great pleasure. Yet I shall not get through with 
what | wish to say, if 1 permit further interrup- 
tions; and | now give notice that I shall not yield 
the floor again to any gentleman until I have fin- 
ust made, it 


ished. 

The suggestion which has been j 
seems to me, will hardly “stand fire.” I would ask 
the gentleman (Mr. Ciivaman] whether he would 
have these officers removed from places which do 
not amply pay? Those places would be the very 


| ones, after such removals, where goods would be 
| smuggled, and the country cheated of its reve- 


nues, {f you keep men at such places you must 
also have conveniences for them, headquarters, 
offices, &e. Now, sir, what I wes going to add, 


i| when interrupted, and.it willfinish up what I have 


to say in reference to this matter, was, to ask the 
gentlemen of this House to come to a vote on 
these propositions, Let there be no more delay 
or indecision about it. 
minds on it undoubtedly. I have made up my 
own mind days ago; and, while I chum to be, and 
think Lam, prudent in reference to things of this 


i class, yet these custom-houses, having been en- 


tered upon and partially completed, as I have 
id, 1 am willing to vote these appropria- 


New Orleans, Charleston, and Richmond. 
willing to vote, and, for one, I will vote, to make 


a finality,of it, to close up this matter, and finish | 


these custom- houses according to the recommenda: 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and not 


of the country to be protected and kept dry by 
the shiftless interposition of old hats and bundles 
of rags in the windows of these neglected and 
friendless custom-houses. Why this sensitive- 


ness upon this subject on the part of honorable | 
gentlemen here, who vote money without stint | 
and without limit, ‘without a why or a where- | 


»”» 


fore,” in other cases, where the western and 


northern commercial and domestic interests of the | 


country are not concerned? Can it be because 
gentlemen who pretend to be friends of the Ad- 
ministration are, in fact, opposed to it, that they 
are unwilling to sustain the recommendations of 
the Secretary of the Treasury? 

ÍT have sometimes fancied that it really might be 
hostility to the Administration which created this 


i unaccountable hostility to the recommendations of 


a kind of chiid’s play? { hope it will be aban- || the Secretary of the Treasury. Upon that hy- 


doned. 


H pothesis 1 can explain the action of gentlemen. 


Ail have made up their | 


It would seem to be quite certain that this oppo- 
i sition to the bill must be founded either upon some- 
thing that we have put into the bill unpalatable 
to gentlemen upon the other side, or upon some- 
thing we have failed to put in which they desire 
to see there. I cannot discover anything that we 
have put into the bill to make it unacceptable, un- 
less it be these custom-house appropriations, which 
a majority here have voted for, at least, on four 
different occasions, separately; in fact, we have 
all shown an unusual attachment to these houses. 
It would seem, then, that thisgreat repugnance and 
aversion to the bill must rest upon something we 
have failed to put in. Nothing of that class occura 
to me, except that we refused to allow the Presi- 
dent to appoint the Auxiliary Guard—the petty 
police officers of the city of Washington. Sir, I 
am a very liberal man, but I could hardly go to 
that extreme. | am quite content that the worthy 
Mayor, however elected, should appoint his own 
police officers; any other course would smack too 
strong in favor of the doctrine of intervention 
even for me. 

In conclusion, however, Mr. Speaker, allow 
| me to add that I hope the House, whatever vote 
| they may give upon these custom-houses and this 
| bill, will, at least, do me the justice to remember 
that the stand I have taken on these custom-house 
appropriations from the beginning, and which I 
| occupy now, is, that I will not vote this money, 
‘| and trust it to a loose, shiftless, and unregulated 
discretion, without guard, check, limitation, or re- 
striction; but with these guards, checks, limita- 
tions, and restrictions, I will vote money to com- 
plete what the wisdom of prior Congresses have 
induced them to commence and prosecute nearly 
| to a completion. Iam ready now to vote. 

Mr. PRESTON. We who are in favor of this 
amendment have received but little toleration from 
the gentlemen opposed to its passage. I would 
not again offer any remarks relative to the matter, 
if the five minutes I askedin vain from the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Oxr,] who took 
the initiative this morning in reviving the bill, 
had been granted to me; but, contrary to his usual 
courtesy, the favor I demanded was denied. If 
this amendment be reconsidered and rejected, and 
the custom-houses again expunged from the bill, 
this House will, fora second time, stultify itself by 
retracing its course, and revoking grants for neces- 
gary public works, after each item in the amend- 
men! ue been separately discussed, and separately 
adopted. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr} 
| attributes the failure of the bill, yesterday, to the 
insertion of the amendment in relation to custom- 
| houses. After the action of this House he has no 
grounds for the assertion, and I reiterate, in no 
spirit of banter, that it was one of the elements of 
: vitality that the bill possessed, and yet possesses. 
It has been the fashion in this discussion, for some 
gentlemen to leave the true issue presented for 
the consideration of the body, which is simply 
whether we will grant these additional sums to 
| render fire-proof, and properly complete, these 
buildings, and denounce the original appropria- 
' tions made for the custom-houses in the West. I 
dissent entirely from this opinion. None of these 
fall within that class of custom-houses alluded to 
‘| by the gentleman from North: Carolina, [Mr. 
CLINGMAN,] who stated that some of them do not 
pay the expenses of their maintenance and admin- 
istration. There are some falling within this de- 
scription upon the Atlantic coast, but none in the 
valley of the Mississippi. 

The custom-house at St. Louis, which has been 
sneered at, pays into the Federal Treasury more 
than $300,000 a year, and is increasing every hour 
| In its contributions to the revenue, and yet gen- 
| tlemen decry it as a western custom-house, while 
| they are willing to vote liberal appropriations for 
|| those on the Atlantic coast which do not yield a 
i tenth of the sum. The original object of the ap- 
i 
i 


| 
i 
j 


propriations made for their construction was to 
afford to the cities of the West the facilities for a 


: direct trade with foreign countries, and diffuse its 

| benefits. Many of the most eminent citizens of 
| South Carolina, not many years since, sought to 

decentralize the vast direct trade that New York 
i 

| 

i 


i possesses, and by opening railroads from Charles- 
l ton to Louisville and Cincinnati, to divert south- 

ward the vast trade of the valley of the Ohio. 
, The endeavor was legitimate and commendable; 
| and why should the cities of the West be cen- 
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sured, if from similar motives, they seek to estab- 
lish a direct trade with Europe and foreign coun- | 
tries, and ask for the requisite commercial facili- 
ties? 

To illustrate the advantages of this direct trade, 
I would remark that the present condition of the | 
trade of St. Louis affords us an example. If we | 
take the duties at an average of twenty per cent., | 
and estimate the profits received by the importing | 
merchants in the great Eastern cities.at only ten 
per cent., then, if St. Louis pays in round num- 
bers $300,000 a year in tariff duties on $1,500,000 
of imports, then that city escapes factorages and | 
the profits of importers to the amount of $150,000 
per annum, and so onin proportion, as the profits 
of the importer on the Atlantic are above ten 
per cent. The same remarks will apply to the 
trade. of Pittsburg, Cincinnati, and Louisville, 
and the consequence is, thata large direct foreign | 
trade has already been established by these 
cities, and hundreds of thousands are now paid by 
them annually into the Treasury of the United 
States, when, five years since, they had no foreign 
trade, nor did they pay any revenue to the Gov- | 
ernment. 

Iam happy to say, in this connection, that un- 
less my memory deceives me, the Representatives 
from New York and the eastern commercial cities, 
have, with great. generosity and liberality, hereto- 
fore assisted the southwest in these endeavors, | 
while the most strenuous opposition we have en- 
countered, has cume from the gentlemen of the 
southern Atlantic States. ‘Phe most vigorous and | 
unrelenting adversary we have had, is my friend 
from the Rockbridge district of Virginia, [Mr. 
Lercuer,} who represents a constituency in the 
mountains, who know little of ships or steam- 
boats, and for aught I know, imagine a custom- | 
house to be some sort of commercial monster, and 
yet he lectures us in the West upon our com- 
mercial interests, and opposes appropriations 
necessary to our wants. 

For my own part, I concur in the view of the 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Benroy,] and 
think if we do construct these custom-houses, we 
should not build them so that they may burn 
down, but so that they may not burndown, Ido 
not wish that they shall remain the perishable 
monuments of an unwise parsimony, but solid, 
useful, and enduring testimonials of the wisdom 
and power of the Republic. ‘The gentleman from | 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] who seems governed by 
an indiscriminate economy, says that if these ap- | 
propriations were needed to build good, sound, sub- | 
stantial buildings, he wouid vote for them, but that |! 
he understands they were all for ornamental work. i 
ĮI do not so understand the matter; as we are in- | 
formed by the Secretary of the Treasury that the 
money is necessary for the solidity and safety of 
the buildings. But even if the money is needed | 
for appropriate architectural ornaments, Tam not | 
opposed to giving it. Would the gentleman have | 
us absolutely reject the ornamental and the beau- 
tifal in our public buildings? Are we to have all 
the walls of our public buildings destitute of all | 
‘architectural embellishment, and as plain as those 
of a powder magazine? . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will ask the gen’ 
tleman from Kentucky, if the custom-house at 
Louisville is not on the corner of a square, two 
sides of it fronting two streets, and the other two 
sides fronting narrow alleys? I ask him if the 
appropriations heretofore made for it, are not suf- 
ficient to finish that building in a fire-proof man- 
ner, with granite and marble fronts on the streets, 
and with brick on the walls facing the alleys? 
And I ask him, whether this additional appropri- 
ation is not to put the same material on the walls 
facing those alleys as on the walls facing the | 
streets? 

Mr. PRESTON. In reply to the questions of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, I will say, that, as | 
to the custom-house at Louisville, the Secretary || 
of the Treasury had money enough a year ago, | 
in all probability, to complete the building. The | 
preceding Secretary (Mr. Corwin] would not close 
the contracts at the last hours of his official term, 
because it might have been thought that he exhib- 
ited an undue anxietyindoingso. This! consid- 
ered in him a commendable delicacy. He did not į 
act upon these contracts, although the bids for the || 
Louisville custom-house were in, and covered by | 
the appropriations, because, as I have said, it | 
inight be considered that he had shown an im- | 


i 
į 
li 
t 


| resume my seat. 
| style of debate, to adhere to the subject; 


proper eagerness if he had accepted them at the 
last hour, before retiring from office. 

The contracts not having been accepted and 
closed by Mr. Corwin, Mr. Guthrie, after he en- 


tered office, published new advertisements for | 


other proposals. ‘Ihe old bids were somewhere 


i 
between $162,000 and $179,000. In the interim, 
the rise in the price of labor and materials, and | 
some additional work which was necessary to | 
complete the building, made the new contracts | 

| 


some $40,000; and this is the sum the Secretary 


now asks. | cannot certainly answer the question | 
ONES,} j 


of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
but I think he may be right. He describes the 
locality of the custom-house at Louisville cor- 
rectly. It stands at the corner of two streets; but 
the other two sides are exposed to view; and if ! 
the fact stated by the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Jongs] is correct, that this money is needed 
by the architect for the stone facing of the wall, 
it undoubtedly should be granted. 


be as absurd a botch as a linen shirt with a cot- 
ton bosom. I have had no correspondence with 
the architect, and therefore cannot answer def- 
initely his inquiry. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) if 


I mistake not, it was one of the remarks of the | 
present Secretary, that it looked like botch-work. | 
Mr. PRESTON. The idea may be the Secre- | 


tary’s, but I claim a patent for the illustration. 
{Laughter.] 
Mr. JONES. The gentleman may wear shirts 


| all of one piece; but if he will examine the mem- 


bers of this House, he will find that most of them 
wear cotton shirts with linen bosoms; and he will 


find, also, that ninety-nine outof a hundred of his | 


aoe do the same thing. [Renewed laugh- 
ter. 
Mr. PRESTON. The gentleman exactly mis- 
takes. I said a linen shirt with a cotton bosom. 
My illustration, my idea is, that to put sucha 
mean front to such a good building would be like 
putting a cotton bosom to a linen shirt. 

But, sir, I must be on my guard, or I will be 
led off as the gentleman from New York was by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Orr,] 


| by the blandishments of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee; and I must confine myself to matters rel- ; p 


evant to the amendment. I stated that the grow- 
ing foreign trade of the valley of the Mississippi | 
required the extension of this machinery of com- 


merce to that region, and that none of the custom- |; 


houses in it fell within the animadversion of the 


gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Ciineman,] | 


that they were not able to pay the cost of their 
maintenance. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. As my friend alludes to 
this subject again, I would like to make a sugges- 
tion in reply to the remarks of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Haven. ] 

Mr. PRESTON. 1 would cheerfully give way 
to the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 


! Crineman,] but I know he will excuse me until 


I can offer some remarks in addition before I 
I find it very difficult, under this 


sooner is one topic presented than some gentleman 


broaches another; and no sooner do I advance a į 
proposition that might possibly benefit my cause, ` 


or trouble its adversaries, than some one.of them | r 4 bee 
| stance, during the present session of Congress, I 


rises and opens some irrelevant matter to decoy 
me from the place, as a partridge flutters from one 


copse to another to allure the hunter from the | 


neighborhood of her nest. 
The gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 


Orr,] in reply to the inquiries as to the motive |; 


for retaining in the bill the Richmond custom- 
house appropriation, while the sums given to 


Mobile and the western custom-houses are ob- | 
jected to, says that Richmond is on the Atlantic | 
coast, and the others are inland; and says that ; 
Richmond is thirty or forty miles from the sea. : 
Rich- | 
mond is more than a hundred miles from the: 
I am not opposed to the: 
Richmond house, nor do I -make this allusion in | 


This is a singular geographical mistake. 
mouth of James river. 


any unfriendly spirit. I have voted for the ap- 
propriation to her custom-house, and would do | 
so again. | 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman will allow me, I | 
will say that I.did not vote for the Richmond | 
custom-house appropriation. I only apologized | 
for it. 


If only two | 
sides of the building are faced with stone, it would | 


forno appropriations left in the lurch. 


| 


i bill. 
i| tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Benrow,}] when we 


Mr. PRESTON. Very well.. The gentleman 
did not vote for the. appropriation for the custom- 
house at Richmond, but he admits. it to the bene- 
fits of the bill from which he desires to exclude 
us, and to assist the parliamentary tactics by which 
he proposes to revive this bill, and make this 
House to-day reject the very appropriations they 
deliberately granted yesterday, and we, are again 
to reverse our whole action to conform to the 
opinion of a part of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. I shall not vote for any such course, 
and I trust the House will not, unless some better 
reason is assigned than we have heard. . 

Now, what is the fact in regard to Mobile? Is 
Mobile further from the Atlantic than Richmond; 
for distance from the Atlantic seems to be made 
the touchstone by which these appropriations are 
to be regulated? ` 

Mr. ORR. . When. I spoke of the Atlantic I 
included the Gulf. Of course the same reasoning 
will apply to one that applies to the other... Ves- 
sels come directly from foreign countries to ports 
on both. 

Mr. PRESTON. | ask the gentleman whether 
he considers the commerce upon our inland geas, 
as Mr. Calhoun styled the western-lakes ‘and 
rivers, of sufficient importance to entitle them to 
these facilities? ; 

Mr, ORR. “ Sufficient unto the dayis the evil 
thereof.” When a question comes up which shall 


i make it necessary to determine whether the Mis- 


sissippi river is an inland sea, I shall take great * 
pleasure in answering the gentleman’s question. - 


Mr. PRESTON. Well, sir, it comes simply 


| to this, that the Atlantic custom-houses are to: be 


put in, and the western custom-houses are to be 
put out. Notwithstanding the Administration 
have recommended these appropriations, notwith» 
standing the Senate have approved them by in- 
serting them in the deficiency bill, notwithstanding 
we have twice inserted them, once in the deficiency 
bill, and once in this, by votes in the committee 
and in the House upon yeas and nays, and not- 
withstanding the Committee of Ways and Means 
have themselves approved and recommended these 
appropriations in a separate bill, yet we are still 
told that it is improper to poe for these appro« 

riations here, but that they should be rejected: 
This, sir, has been the very bill upon which ‘all 
appropriations for these custom-houses, and all that 


l have ever been erected on the Atlantic coast, were - 


ingrafted. There never was, in all the legislation 
of the past sixty-five years, any other vehicle for 


, such grants. The Committee of Ways and Means, 


for the first time it has ever been done, have re- 
ported a separate bill, and we are ordered to wait 
for that. We know, sir, we never will reach that 
To use the forcible illustration of the gen- 


desire to provide for the completion of the west- 
ern custom-houses, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means gravely informs us that 
the seats are occupied, and shufiles us from place 
to place like the landlord of a crowded hotel, and 
in the end we find all of the Atlantic custom- 
houses comfortably provided for, and our western 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman surely would 
not put me in a false position. If he will reflect 
for one moment, he will recollect that, in‘every in- 


have opposed those appropriations alone upon the 
ground that I did not belteve them to be neces- 
sary. That is the ground upon which I oppose 
them now. I do not believe they are necessary; 
but if they are to be made, I do not care what bill 
they are attached to. I do not care whether they 
are made on this or any ‘other bill. : 

Mr. PRESTON. Iadmit that the gentleman 
has been constantly opposed to these appropria~ 
tions, and upon thegrounds assigned by him; and 
am glad to learn that he is indifferent which. bill 
contains the amendment, if itis determined to in- 


i sert it. Now I come to this point: Nobody can 


doubt that there has been a feeling of dissatisfac- 
tion against the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
his estimates. Now, when the gentleman. from 
Kentucky [Mr. Sranrow] got up this morging, he 
surprised me by reproaching the seventeet: higs. 
who voted for the custon-house amendment; and 
then refused to vote for the bill on its final passage; 
and assigning it as a reason for the alteration of 
nis vote. Į would ask him what did the remainder 
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of the friends of the custom-houses do? They 
and I voted for the bill. f 

I have not made the calculation; but were there 
not as many of the friends of the custom-houses 
in proportion who voted for the bill, as there were 
Democrats who voted for it, and were the seven- 
teen Whigs who, as he says, voted against the 
bill, a larger number in proportion to our strength 
than of Democrats who voted to amend the bill, 
and afterwards voted against it? Asa matter of 
course, a bill like this, in its transit through the 
House, must always add friends and create ene- 
mies, and any perfect consolidation of vote is not 
to be anticipated. 

There are some other considerations warranting 
these appropriations, as the buildings will not only 
serve as custom-houses, but will afford the requi- 
site court rooms for the United States courts, 
post offices, surveyors’ offices, &e. But I will 
pretermit any allusion to these topics as in some 
former remarks | mentioned them; but, sir, 1 will 
say that thesums which will be saved in theshape 
of exemption from rents to the United States Gov- 
ernment will, almost in themselves, justify these 
appropriations, apart from the use of the buildings 
to which I have before alluded. . 

Mr. PRESTON demanded the previous ques- 
uon. 

Mr. BENTON. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission, | would say a few words. 

Mr. PRESTON. I yield the gentleman the 
floor, as I promised so to do, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can 
for explanation, but not for a speech. 

Mr. PRESTON. I yield the floor temporarily, 
still retaining my right to it, 

_ Mr. BENTON. This seems to be the case of 
Jonah. Jonah, we all have heard, was thrown 


yield 


Mr. BENTON. Lhavenot made any personal 
explanation, and I am not going to do it. 9 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
Souri, then, is evidently out of order. 

Mr. PRESTON. Lhave saidall I desire to say 
upon this subject. It strikes me that about an 
| equal number of gentlemen have been heard upon 
| both sides. After the gentleman from Missouri 
| has been denied a right which has been accorded 
| this morning, and for years, in this Hall, I feel 
inclined to terminate.this debate, and, therefore, 
I demand the previous question. 
| Mr. McMULLIN. Irise toa privileged ques- 
| tion. I move that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar. 

Mr. ORR. 
in reference to the question under consideration; 
but l ask the gentleman from Kentucky to with- 
draw the demand for the previous question, that 


I may say a single word of explanation. 
Mr. LETCHER, 


| portunity for a single word of reply. 

Mr. PRESTON. I do not feel inclined to 
withdraw it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. If gentlemen think they 
can dispose of this bill to-day, I will withdraw my 
motion to go into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was accordinyly withdrawn. 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chair desires to correct 
i himself in respect to a point of order in this im- 
i mediate connection. Jt has been the custom—as 
gentlemen here know—under the operation of the 
previous question, to reconsider the votes upon 
‘ amendments to bills before the body. The Chair 
| intimated, and repeated to-day, that, under the cir- 


overboard to save the ship; but there was a whale 
hard by, which received him, and took him to 
land, Now, whether there is any whale here to 


tosay. But certain it is, sir, that we are in the 
condition of Jonah and the ship. Throw him 
overboard to save the ship, was the ery. So, 
throw these custom-houses overboard, to save the 
general appropriation bill. Jt was said that it 
was the last ounce that broke the camel’s back; 
but what is this ounce for the river custom-houses 
compared with the amount in the bill, and com- 
pared with the appropriations carried through 
here to bolster up Santa Anna? 

compared to tons, with what isin the bill, and 
what is carried through here like a flash. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I rise to a question of 
order. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr, 
Presron} being entitled to the floor, has no right 
to transfer it to the gentleman from Missouri ex- 
cept for explanation. 

Lhe SPHAKIR. That is the rule of the 
House; and, being called on to execute it, the 
Chair must decide the course of remark indulged 
in by the gentleman from Missouri out of order, 

Mr. PRESTON. fam alittle surprised at the 
call to order. I yielded the floor to the gentleman | 
from Missouri because I had made statements in 
relation toa matter in which he and his constituents 
are deeply interested; and E desired to afford him 
an opportunity to make an explanation of the 
matter. It is a privilege which has been accorded 
to every gentleman upon this floor. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Kentucky desire to appeal from the decision of 
the Chair? 

Mr. PRESTON, No, sir; I intend to proceed | 
with my remarks. If the gentleman from Mis- 
souri desires the floor for explanation, my time is 
again at his service; and if he transgresses the | 
rules of order, I shall again claim my time. 

Mr. BENTON. 


willing to give up the floor. I shall make no false 


explanation, _ 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is very well sat- H 


Mro RENTON., I was not making a personal | 
explavifition, and Ishall tell no lie about it. f 
__The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to know | 
if the gentleman from Missouri objects to the | 
ruling of the Chair? | 


If it is objected that I shall |) 


speak of the custom- i i ii ee A i 
E ustom-house in my own city, I am ii non, Gerrit Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 


i 
i 
i 
{ 
pretenses. Ido not desire to make any personal || 
i 
i Zothicorie 
H 
i 


cumstances connected with this bill, sach motions 
to reconsider amendments could not be in order, 
| except as to the amendment then pending before 


| sustamed, the Fouse would be bound to vote first 


| . . 
: upon the adoption of the pending amendment, and | 
| 


| then upon the engrossment of the bill. The Chair 
| decides, that, according to the practice of the House, 
it is competent, notwithstanding that the previous 
question may have been ordered, to reconsider 
| other amendments that have been adopted by the 
House to this bill. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 


t Shall the pending amendment be adopted ?”? 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
| question I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. SEWARD. 
| amendment it is that is now pending? 
‘The SPEAKER, 
Louis, Louisville, and other custom-houses; 


adopted ??” 
Mr. COBB. 
question is not divisible? Does he still stick to 
that? 
The SPEAKER, The Chair has no doubt at 
all about it. It is not divisible. 


change his opinion in that respect. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 
follows: 


nett, Benson, Benton, Bliss, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Chandler, Clark, Corwin, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas Davis, 
Dick, Disney, Eastman, Wdmands, Everhart, Faricy, Pen- 
ton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Green, Aarou 
Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Nill, Howe, Johnson, 
Kerr, Kidwell, Knox, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, Mace, 


Riddle, David 


i 

i vens, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, | 
Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, | 

burn, John Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, and |! 


i Tsrael We 


lin 


NAY fessrs. Aiken, James C. Alien, Willis Allen, 


Barks 


Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dowdell, Edmundson, EHI 
lish, Faulkner, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Hasti 
drieks, Hillyer, Houston, Daniel T. 
Jones, Roland Jones, Kittredge, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, 
MeCultoch, McMuliin, MeNair, McQueen, Maxwell, Mil 

son, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Packer, 
Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, 
Ready, Rutin, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Bingle- 


I do not rise to make any remarks | 


I should like to appeal to |) 
the gentleman from Kentucky to give me an op- j 


save these custom-kouses, is more than Tam able |! the body; and that if the previous question were 


| 
| 
It. is an ounce | the main question was ordered to be put, being | 
| 


On that || 


I should like to know what! 
It is m relation to the St. | 
and the question is, ‘* Shall that amendment be | 


l desire to know whether the | 
li Speaker adheres to his former decision, that the 


77, nays 74; asi 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Ashe, Banks, Bell, Ben- | 


Tatteson, Mayall, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, |i 
Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Phillips, Preston, Reese, |i 
chie, Rogers, Russcll, Sabin, Sapp, Shan- |! 


i dale, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Brooks, Chamberlain, | 
| Chas‘ain, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Joha G. | 
! 


Jones, George W. 


| ton, Samuel A. Smith, Wiliam Smitb, William R. Baith, 
George W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, John 
J. Taylor; Trout, Vail, Vansant, Walsh, and Daniel B. 
Wright—74. 3 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DENT. I rise to a privileged question. 
I voted against the appropriation for the Little 
Falls bridge over the Potomac. I learn from the 
friends of that measure that its merits were not 
properly considered, or that it should 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
i man must. know that debate is not in order. 
| Mr. DENT. Very well; I will say nothing 
| more about it. But I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the appropriation of $75,000 for the 
Little Falls bridge was rejected. 

Having made that motion, I desire to ask a 
question of the Chair. ; l 

Have I a right, with the view of saving the time 
| of the House, to call for the previous question on 
| my, proposition ? ; 

‘fhe SPEAKER. The previous question is 
already operating, and no debate isin order. The 
vote must be taken without debate. 

Mr. WALSH. lask for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, called’ for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. i 

The question was then taken on Mr, Denr’s 
| motion; and it was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred upon ordering the 
bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. HENN. {wish to inquire of the Chair 
whether, on a motion to reconsider a vote, there 
| is any chance to amend or debate? 

The SPEAKER. None whatever.’ 

Mr. HENN. I understood the Chair had re- 
versed his former decision. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
in order to move to reconsider any vote taken 
yesterday under the operation of the previous 
question; but it must be done without debate. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I wish to move 
to reconsider the appropriation of $4,800 for the 
| London consulship. 

The SPEAKER. Was that acted upon yes- 
terday ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It was in the ori- 
ginal bill, and was not an amendment at all. 
| The SPEAKER. That being so, it cannot be 
reconsidered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the thirty-eighth amend- 
ii ment was agreed to; and upon my motion I ask 
i| the yeas and nays. 

‘The thirty-eighth amendment was as follows: 

Yor books voted to the members of the Chirty-Third 
Congress by the. joint resolution of 24th February, 1854, 
hud the resolution of the House of the 26th June, 1854, 
ii $199,510 87. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

The motion to reconsider was then put; and dis- 
| agreed to. 

|) Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I move to 


econsider all the other amendments which were 


|| dopted yesterday. I voted for them all; and I 
| Iso move to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
i| the table, so that we may get at the passage of 
| the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain 
i! the proposition. A motion to reconsider all at the 
same time 1s not in order. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, was sub- 
sequently read the third time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. I move the 
previous question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered to be now put. 

Mr. BRIDGES. l demand the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 92—nays 67; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Appleton, Ashe, 
Banks, Belcher, Beil, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bliss, 
Brooks, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, Chandler, 
Clark, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, 
Disney, Edmands, Edmundson, Everhart, Farley, Faulk- 
ner, Fenton, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, 
Green, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, 
Houston, Howe, Ingersoll, Johnson, Roland Jones, Kerr, 
Kidwell, Kiuredge, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, May, 
Mayall, John G. Muller, Miflson, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, 
i Orr, F acker, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Reese, Riddle. 
|i David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Sabin, Sapp, Seymour, 


$ 
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Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William 
R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stanien, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John L. 
Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, 
Walley, Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, Westbrook, 
and Wheeler—92. * 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Barksdale, Bocock, 
Boyce, Bridges, Chamberlain, Chastain, Churchwell ,Cling- 
man, Cobb, Colquitt, Corwin, John G. Davis, Dent, Dow- 
deli, Eastman, Eddy, English, Flagier, Grow, Hastings, 
Hendricks, Hl, Hillyer, Daniel T. Jones, George WwW. 
Jones, Knox, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, MeMullin, | 
McNair, McQueen, Mace, Maey, Matteson, Maxwell, 
Middieswarth, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Olds, 
Parker, Bishop Perkins, Jobn Perkins, Powell, Puryear, 
Ready, Ruftin, Russell, Seward, Shaw, Singleton, Stratton, 
Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Trout, Vail, Vansant, Walsh, Ellinu B.Washburne, Daniel 
B. Wright, Yates, and Zolticoffer—67. 

So ‘the bill was passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by | 
Assury Dicxens, Esq., their Secretary, inform- 
ing the Flouse that the Senate had passed bills of 
the House of the following titles: 

H. R. No. 164, An act making further appro- 
priations for continuing the construction of roads |} 
in the Territory of Minnesota, in accordance with 
the estimates made by the War Department, with 
an amendraent, in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the Ilouse; 

H. R. No. 119. An act to provide for the con- 
tinuation of the mililary road from Myrtle Creek 
to Scottsburg, in Oregon; 


H. R. No. 291. An act for the construction of |i 


certain military roads and wells in the Territory 
of New Mexico; 

H. R. No, 294. An act for the payment of the | 
civil officers employed in the Territory of New 
Mexico, while under military government; 


H. R No. 339. An act to authorize the Secre- | 
tary of War to settle and adjust the expenses of |, 


the Rogue River Indian war; 

H.R. No. 340. An act to provide for the con- 
struction of a military road in the Territory of || 
Utah; and 

H. R. No. 341. An act to refund to the Terri- 
tory of Utah the expenses incurred by said Ter- |, 
ritory in suppressing Indian hostilities. | 

Also, that the Senate had passed bills and a jj 
resolution of the following titles: 

S. No. 129. An act to authorize the sale of re- 
served lands, and for other purposes; 

S. No. 341. An actto revive, for a limited time, 
an act in relation to donations of land to certain | 
persons in the State of Arkansas; and 

§.R.18. A resolution authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Territory of New Mexico to adjust and 
pay to Juan C. Armijo, José L. Perea, and James 
L. Collins, the amount by them loaned to the Le- 
gislative Assembly of the Territory of New Mex- 


ico, under authority of a joint resolution of that | 


body, approved the 17th of June, 1851, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House. 


ENROLLED BILES. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the | 
following titles; which thereupon received the sig- 
nature of the Speaker: 

An act for the relief of the Utica Steam Woolen 
Company; and 

An act to establish the office of surveyor gen- | 
eral of New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska, and i 
to grant donations to actual settlers therein, and | 
for other purposes. 


RICHARD W. MEADE. 


The SPEAKER. The question now is on the i 
| 


motion to lay upon the table the bill “ for settling 
the claims of the legal representatives of Richard 


W. Meade, deceased.” The Committee of the f 


Whole House reported it on Saturday last with a | 
recommendation that it do not pass, and the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jonms] moved that 
the bill lie upon the table. 

The question was taken; arid it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was laid upon the | 
table; and that that motion be laid upon thetable. | 

The latter motion was agreed to. i 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon the | 
House (at three o'clock, p. m.) adjourned till to- 
morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


i 


i 


| we nearly went through the Calendar, l believe, 


| dar regularly. 


| Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar 


| Mr. McMULLIN. 


|! from Virginia will have no objection to the. con- 5: 
| sideration of the bill, if be will hear my reasons. | 


Í 

ilp 
i g 
i| were not confirmed by it. 


ij able, howev 
I move that the jj 


|| requires 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, July 8, 1854. 
! The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Fienny SLICER. 
| Whe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SAN FRANCISCO CUSTOM-HOUSE. t 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in reference to the protection of the title to the 
site for a custom-house at San Francisco, and the 
appropriations necessary to secure the construc- 
i f said building; which was referred to the 


Prayer | 


tion o 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. j 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I move that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar. I wish to sug- 
gest that, as yesterday was objection day, and as 
that day was lost to the consideration of unob- 
jectionable bilis, we now, by unanimous consent, | 
proceed to the consideration of cases to which 
there are no objections. 1 will state, also, that | 


upon the last objection day; and after finishing the 
bills still remaining which are not objected to, we 
can then turn to the cases to which objections are 
made. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. lLagree to it, with the un- 
i derstanding that we commence at the beginning 
of the Calendar; for there may be many cases 
| where the objections have been withdrawn by the į 
| gentlemen who made them. If the gentleman 
from indiana will agree to that course, | will make 
no objection. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The rules of the House 
| require that we should commence where we left off 


í last objection day. | 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I object, unless we com- 
menceat thebeginning and go through the Calen- 


Mr. HENDRICKS. If objection is made to 
the consideration of thatclass of private claims to 
which no objections are made, I withdraw the 
motion; for wecan do no good by going into a 


and taking up disputed cases. 

I call for the regular order 
of business. 

| DAVID MYERLE. 


| passage of the bil 


As the first business in order, Senate bill ‘ for | 
the relief of David Myerle” was taken from the | 
| Speaker’s table, read a first and second time by | 
| its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval | 
| Affairs. | 

CLAIM IN THE BASTROP GRANT. 

The bill next in order, entitled ** An act to con- 
firm the claim of William H. Henderson and the | 
heirs of Robert Henderson, to five hundred acres | 
| of land in the Bastrop grant,” was also taken from | 
the table, and read a first and second time by its i| 
| title. | 
| Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. f should like to | 
put that bill upon its passage; and J will state the | 
| reasons for it, if the House will indulge me for a | 
| moment. 

i Mr.McMULLIN, To save ti 
| my friend that I object to its consideration. 
Mr. JONES. l am sure that the gentleman 


Mr. MeMULLIN. I cannot withdraw my | 
: objection. | 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
inia seems not to have noticed the fact that the | 
‘bill is regularly before the House. i 

Mr. JONES. The statement I wish to make | 


lis this: It will be recollected that afew days ago, | 
‘ the House indulged me by passing a bill to con- į 
| firm the title to certain lands in the Bastrop ciaim. :| 
The effect of the passage of that law will be to 4 
ut into market all the balance of thelands which it 
The claim now before |; 

| the House was considered by the commissioners, 
: who made a report in regard to the other claims. | 
| They recommend that Congress shall pass alaw 
| for the benefit of this claimant. They were un- 
er, to report favorably upon the 
‘claim, for the reason that it did not come within 
| the provisions of thelaw of 1841. In other words, 
| the claimants were not able to do what the law | 
, namely: to furnish proof here before the |, 

of occupation and cultivation, for il 


| commissioners, 


twenty years. They were only able to prove it 
for eighteen- years. ` But evidence has been ‘fur- 
nished since that time to show. occupation and < 
cultivation for twenty years, Fie. Pees 
Now, if the claimants do not get relief at. this 
session of Congress; if the bill be.not passed at 


| this session, the effect of its -failure will be, that 
ithe lands in. question will be surveyed and, put 


into the market, and the claimants will be forced 
to purchase them at perhaps a very large prices 
Thatis the reagon why this billought to.be passed 
now. {may further state to the House; that, this 
bill has passed the Senate; and, also, that it was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
of the House, and that committee have also re- 
ported a bill to the same effect as the Senate bill. 

Mr. MATTESON. Is there a written report? 

Mr. JONES. Thereis. The House will per- 
ceive, from what I have just said, that the Senate 
has acted favorably on this claim, and that the 
Committee on Private Land Claims has also acted 
favorably upon it. 

Mr. LETCHER took the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Louisiana yield to the gentleman from Virginia ? 

Mr. JONES. Certainly, sir; and I may bere 
take occasion to say, that that gentleman has in- 
vestigated this claim, and he is satisfied with the 
justice of it. £ 

Mr. LETCHER Some time ago my friend 
from Louisiana called my attention to these claims 
on the Bastrop grant, and I examined this one 
among others. I haveno hesitation in'saying, from 
that examination, that if ever there has been a claim ` 
which ought to be allowed by this body, this 
claim seems to be one of them. 1 call for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 


| time, and was accordingly read the third time. 


Mr. HENDRICKS asked for tellers on the 
L 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. KERR, 
Jones of Louisiana, were appointed. 
The question was then taken; and the tellers 


and 


i reported—ayes 120, noes 6. . . 


So the bill was passed, 


ALEXANDER G. MORGAN. = >>" 

Mr. HOWE. As it is necessary that I should 
be absent from this city, I ask the unanimous 
consent of the [louse to allow me to make a re- 
port from the Committee on Military Affairs, for 
the purpose of reference, and that the report may 
be printed. 

There was no objection, and Sëtrate bill for the 
relief of the heirs and representatives of Colonel 
Alexander G, Morgan, was reported back from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, referred toa 


| Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
| be printed. f 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT ALEXANDRIA, VA. 
On motion by Mr. APPLETON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
discharged from the farther cousideration of the petition of. 


|| citizens of Alexandria, Virginia, for the erection of a cus- 
| tom-house in said city, and that said petition be referred to 
i the Commitee on Commerce. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following Senate bills were then taken up 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred as indicated. be- 
low: 

An act for the relief of Frederick Vincent, ad- 
ministrator of James Le Caze, survivor of Le* 
Caze & Mallet. Referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

An act (No. 369) for the relief. of the legal heirs 
and representatives of Colonel John Anderson, 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

An act (No. 415) for the relief of Phineas M. 
Nightingale, administrator of the estate of Gen- 
erat Nathaniel Greene, deceased. Referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

An act (No. 381) for the relief of William 
Brown. Referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I now move, with the 
consent of the House, that the Speaker call the 
ommittees for reports upon private bills. 

Mr. THURSTON. [ object, and, move that 
the Efouse resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar. | 


* 
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MILITARY RESERVATIONS. 

Mr. MAXWELL. [ask the gentleman from | 
Rhode Island to withdraw that motion, to enable | 
me to ask the consent of the House to take from | 
the Speaker’s table another bill—a general bill, 
but one to which I presume there. will be no ob- 
jection in the House upon a very slight explana- 
tion, or with no explanation at all. The bill 
is to bring into market lands reserved’ for mili- 
tary purposes, where the military stations for 
which they were reserved have been abandoned 
by the Government. The bill is general in its 

rovisions, applicable to other States as well as 
Florida. The lands were reserved for the benefit 
of military stations then occupied as such. But 
where these stations have been abandoned, it is 
proposed to bring them into market. 

Mr. THURSTON. I will withdraw my mo- 
tion for a time. 

There was no objection, and the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and read a first and 
second time by its title, as follows: 

An act to authorize the sale of reserved lands, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I now ask that the bill) 
may be read through; and if there be any objec- 
tion to it, I will not press its consideration now. 

The bill was read iñ extenso. 

Mr. EASTMAN. What is the pending ques- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. It is on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. EASTMAN. l object.to the introduction 
of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Objection comes too late at 
this time. 

Mr. EASTMAN. Well, then, I have a few 
words to submit on the subject, R 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Florida 
is entitled to the’floor. 

Mr. MAXWELL. As objection is made, I 
move that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CHANGE OF NAME. 

Mr. AIKEN. lask the unanimous consent of 
the House for leave to report from the Committee | 
on Commerce a bill “to change the name of the | 
American-built brig Hallowell to that of James 
Rose, and to grant her a new register.” Its con- 
sideration and passage will not occupy more than 
five minutes, at most. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a| 
first and second time by its title, ordered to be | 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was read a third time, and passed. 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, 

Mr. FULLER. | now ask the unanimous 
consent of the Tiouse for leave to take up Senate 
bill authorizing the establishment of a collection 
district in New Mexico, in order that it may be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MACE. I object, and shall object to every- 
thing not strictly in order, I insist on the motion 
to go into a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. THURSTON renewed his motion, that 
the ELouse resolve itself into a Committee of the | 
Whole onthe Private Calendar, Agreed to, (Mr. | 
Sranron, of Kentucky, in the Chair.) 


SAMUEL COLT. 


The bill first in order on the Calendar was i| 


Colt.” 
Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to move to | 
*pass by the consideration of that bill now? i 
The CHAIRMAN. It can be done only by | 
unanimous consent. : 
Mr. LETCHER. 
aoe ofa multitude of bills to reach the Nebraska |! 
Dil. 1 
‘The CHAIRMAN. The committee have since il 
gees that such motions are notin order, except ' 
yu ji 
Mr. HAVEN. If the Chair will allow me, I: 


| 
House bill (No. 59) “for the relief of Samuel 


We passed by the consid- 


panimous consent. ji 


i| ion of the Chair. 


! otherwise order. 


| House. 


that the gentleman who was occupying the chair 
at that time decided that motion out of order, upon 
the express ground that the rule in reference to 
passing over bills applied to the Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union, and not toa 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
You appealed from that decision, and the com- 
mittee sustained the decision of the Chair at that 
time. I thought the decision was wrong, but the 
committee decided that the Chair was right in his 
ruling, and, of course, that decision should be 
adhered to. 

Mr. LETCHER. The Chair then decides that 
itis not in order to pass over the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so decides. - 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I appeal from the decis- 


which governs in the Committee of the Whole on 


| the state of the Union, governs here, and that it is 


unquestionably competent for a majority to decline 
considering a particalar bill. It is well to have 
this matter settled now; but I will notoccupy the 
time of the committee in discussing it. 1 think the 
majority have a right to decline considering a par- 
ticular bill just as in the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union, or just as in the House į 


the majority may postpone a bill from day to day. 
I take it that the same rules govern the Committee 
of the Whole House as govern the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. I therefore 
respectfully appeal from the decision of the Chair, 
in order that we may settle the question, as it is 
different from the case already referred to. 

The question now being on the appeal, ‘ Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment 
of the committee ?”’ 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded tellers. 

Yellers were ordered; and Messrs. Asue and 
Cox were appointed. 

Mr. HENN. I ask for the reading of the 
135th rule. 

‘The 135th rule was read, as follows: 

“In the Committee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union, 


the bills shat! be taken up and disposed ofin their order on 
the Calendar, but when objection is made to the considera- 


tonoa bill, a majority vf the committee shall decide | 


without debate, whether itshall be taken up and disposed 
of, or laid aside: provided, that general appropriation bills, 
and, in time of war, bills for raising men or money, and 
bills concerning a treaty of peace, shall be preferred to alt 
other bills, at the diseretion of the committee; and, when 
demanded by any member, the question shall first be put 
in regard to them.?? 


Mr. HENN. I called for the reading of that 
rule merely to show that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union can lay aside a 
bill, and pass to another, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 
Chair now to have the 29th rule read. 

The rule was read, as follows: 

“ Friday and Saturday in every week shall be set apart 
for the consideration of private bills and private business 


in preference to any other, unless otherwise determined by 
a majority of the House.” 


Mr. JONES. By this rule Friday and Satur- | 
day of every week are set apart for the considera- |; 


tion of private business, unless the House shall 


not to go into the consideration of the Private 


Calendar at all; and if it can determine this, it) 
|| surely can determine whether it may pass over 
bills on the Calendar. The lesser is certainly con- | 


tain@ll in the greater in this regard. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. It appears that 
the 135th rule is entirely silent in respect to the 
order of business in Committee of the Whole 
I suppose, then, that we must look to 
the general parliamentary law for our guidance. 
I would simply suggest to the Chair whether, 


i| under that parliamentary law, it is not competent 


to lay aside one bill for‘another. 

Mr. HENN. I would suggest to the Chair to 
have the 134th rule read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 
that the precedent for his decision has been estab- 
hshed by the Committee of the Whole House, 
when it was last in session. 


think the Chair is under a slight error in reference || 
to this matter. The committee have decided that || 
it is not in order to pass by the consideration of a | 
bill on which the debate has been closed by reso- | 
lution, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. In reply to |; 
what the gentleman from New York has stated, 1 | 
think the Chair will recollect, because the motion |, 
was made by himself to pass by a particular case, 


i4 


the Chair now adheres, although he was opposed 
to it at the time. 

Mr. WASHBURN. 
fully, of the Chair, whether in that case debate 
had not been elosed by order of the House? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
the committee the 134th rule: 


‘The rules of proceedings in the House shall be observed 
in a Committee of the Whole House, so far as they may 


I think that the same rule | 


Now, the House can determine | 


To that precedent |: 


I beg leave to read to} 


i 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
H 


i 


be applicable, except the rule limiting the time of speaking ; 
but no member shall speak twice to any question until 
every member choosing to speak shall have spoken.” 
The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 61, noes 60. 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
Mr. LETCHER. I move that the committee 


“rise, and report the bill to the House, with a rec- 


ommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I would inquire of 
the Chair, if the bill and report have been read to 
the House? ; 

The CHAIRMAN. They have not. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The report was read last 
Saturday. 

Mr.TAYLOR. [hope they wiil be read, so that 
the House may know what they are to act upon. 

The bill and report were then read, the sub- 
stance of which has heretofore been published. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Chairman, I wish to 
call the attention of the committee to one circum- 
stance merely. I desire when the vote is taken 
on this bill, in the House, that if there is not a 
full Flouse, that there may be a call of the House. 
I think it due to members, owing to the reports 
industriously circulated, of extraordinary means 


resorted to for the purpose of getting this case 


through, that there should be a call of the House. 
I have no doubt that very large sums of money 
are said to be depending on the passage of the bill, 
and that gentlemen have been told by their friends 


|i that they would receive large sums if it could 
|| pass, and,in some instances, even if particular 


members would decline voting at all. I have no 
reason to suppose that any gentleman would be 
influenced by these considerations. 

Mr. PRATT. The gentleman says that he has 
no doubt very large sums of money have been 


| offered to gentlemen to vote for this bill, or to stay 


away. Ido not know whether he means by gen- 


i tlemen, members of this House, or persons out- 


side of this Hall. 
Mr. WALSH. Outsiders cannot vote. 


Mr. PRATT. Ofcourse not. The gentleman 
must mean members of the House. He says that 
money has been offered to members to vote for the 
bill, or to stay away. l should like to know 
what reason the gentleman has to make this state- 
ment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have no objection to my 
friend asking the question. I tell him now that if 
the House shall at any time raise a committee to 
investigate this matter, and call upon me, I shall 
be ready to give an answer. I will say, that no 
sum was offered to me; but I have no doubt of 
sums of money having been offered to induce per- 
sons to cause members by solicitation to vote for 
this bill, or remain away. I am satisfied of that 
fact from several circumstances, and on the testi- 
mony of persons on whom 1 fully rely. 1 donot 
say that it has been offered to members themselves. 
I do not know that such is the fact. But sums of 
money have been offered to very particular and 
dear friends of members, to induce them so to act. 
Therefore, as the streets are rife with these things, 


; and as they have got into the papers—and I have 


no doubt that these reports are well-founded to a 
considerable extent—I have said thus much. 1 
think it due to members, when the vote is taken, it 
should be with a full House. I presume, sir, from 
what I know of gentlemen around the Hall, that 
there is no one of them who will not show by his 
conduct, by voting either aye or no, that he has 
not been approached in this way. 

It is well known, Mr. Chairman, that Congress 
has suffered in the country from allegations of this 
sort, which have gone out in the newspapers. I 
think, therefore, that it will be well for us to have 
a call of the House when we come to vote upon 
this bill. T wish to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to two or three of the reasons given in the 
report, to which I have already alluded, why this 
bill should pass. The principal reason urged 
why this House should grant the extension asked 
for is, that Mr. Colt has set up a large establish- 
mentin England for the manufacture of arms, 


i but that he has met with losses, owing to the 


I would inquire, respect- |; competition prevailing there. 


Mr. HUGHES. I rise to a question of order, 


whether this bill is before the committee, and is 


open for discussion? 
The CHAIRMAN. The bill is before the 
committee, and is open for discussion. ; 
Mr. CLINGMAN. If it is agreed by general 
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for discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
discussion, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not know how the 
gentleman from New York stands with regard to 
this bill, If he intends to vote for it, 1 hope he 
has some better reason than that given in the re- 
port. -From the great desire manifested to get 
through this bill, and the extraordinary means to 
secure its passage, 1 was in hopes that the Com- 
mittee on Patents would have given us better rea- 
sons than they have done in this report. They 
have not given us the slightest reason, or the pre- 
text for a reason, for the extension of the patent in 
this case, except that Mr. Colt is subjected to the 
great expense of an establishment in England for 
the manufacture of his arms; and that he has 
lost so much in competition with other manufac- 
turers there, that he wants a monopoly of the man- 
ufacture in this country in order to sustain him 
there. You and I, Mr. Chairman, have heard it 
said that it is wise policy, by means of a tariff, to 
impose a tax upon our own citizens to support 
manufacturing establishments in the United States; 
but nobody ever discovered that it was sound pol- 
icy to tax our people in order to enable Mr. Colt 
to keep up an establishment in a foreign country 
This is a new idea of the Committee on Pat- 
ents. 

We are told that if Mr. Coltis not to have a mo- 
nopoly, that individuals will manufacture cast iron 
arms, and that you must therefore give him the 
exclusive privilege of their manufacture. Is not 
this the reverse of experience? My friend from 
Kentucky [Mr. Ewine] remarked the other day, 
that the public houses here were not as good as 
he would like. Suppose some one, with a view 
to their improvement, should have a law passed 
that there should be but one public house. Do 
you suppose that we should fare any better in the 
. way of lodgings and dinners? 

f ut if this be a good doctrine, why do they 
not bring in a bill giving a monopoly of making 
axes, lest some one should deceive the public by 
making cast iron axes, or cast iron seythes, or 
razors, or something else, instead of making them 
of iron or steel? Why, sir, the whole experience 
of the world goes to show that when. an individ- | 
ual or a company obtains a monopoly the public 
are likely to be imposed upon. The only way to 
produce good articles of any kind is to allow | 
competition to the widest extent. By the im- 
mense numbers of bootmakers, tailors, And trades- 
men of all kinds in the community, we are more 
likely to get good articles than if there was no 
competition in such trades. This is another of | 
the novel ideas of the committee; and I ask you 
whether they are not entitled to a patent for that || 
too? 

Now, just let anybody look at the report, and 
he will find that these are the two reasons con 
tained in the report. It is on these grounds tha 
we are asked to grant this monopoly. [ take it [| 
for granted that it is a fact that some gentlemen | 
will be in favor of this bill. Ido not know how 
many will be found in its favor, for some one rea- 
gon or another. If, Mr. Chairman, there are any 
good reasons for its support, I have not been able 
to see them. I have received a long letter from 
one of his counsel, which I read with care, as 
coming from a gentleman for whom I have great 
respect, but have not been convinced at all by it. 
I do not blame any gentleman for making the best | 
argument that he can in support of his client’s 
claim. But still, I did not find a particle of evi- 
dence to sustain the case. As I skid before, 
though these reports may not be worth discussing, 
still Í think that the House would show its good 
sense, in view of the rumors that are afloat, and 
in some cases well founded, doubtless, to take a 
vote upon this question by yeas and nays. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think it due to the House, 
in view of the announcement made by the gentle- 
nian from North Carolina, that he should give the 
names of persons, and the facts to which he has |: 
alluded. He cannot escape the responsibility of |; 
doing so. And if it shall appear that any mem- | 
ber of this House has been offered money for the | 
purpose of controlling his vote or his action on H 
this subject, and that that member suppressed the i; 


Tt is now before us for 


this body. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
has misunderstood me. 
the money may have been offered, not directly to 
members, but to persons friendly to members, 


| influence members, if they could do so. 


| to raise a committee, 


| this House, either directly or indirectly. 


| took the floor, that the gentleman from Rhode | 


: foor to him, and submit the few remarks I de 


| public weal be thereby subserved ? 


: anda careful consideration of the matter, aided 


| 
My friend from Georgia | 


Į stated distinctly that | 


gentleman from Georgia desires to have my evi- 
dence in this respect, let hin, move for a corm- 
mittee of the House to investigate the matter, and į 
I shall very readily give him all the information I H 
possess on the subject. My attention was called | 
to the fact from statements appearing in the news- | 
papers in the firstinstance. Besides, two gentle- | 
men, members of this House, mentioned these : 
things to me. And I had heard, from other ! 
| 
| 
{ 
i 
| 
F 
H 


| 
who might be able to influence them. But if the | 
| 
| 


sources, that offers of money—large and liberal 


. i 
offers—had been made to particular persons to 


Mr. SEWARD. Well, I want to understand 
the gentleman from North Carolina. 1 hold that 
a member on this floor who has had offers of the 
sort made, and who has failed to expose them to 
the body, stands condemned before Congress and 
the country, Ido not think it necessary to have 
a committee of investigation raised. I understood 
theagentleman from North Carolina to say that 
large sums of money had been offered to members 
of this House either to control their votes or to 
induce them to abandon their position as Repre- 
sentatives on this floor. ‘ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman still mis- 
understands me. I did not state that any offer | 
had been made to a member; but that offers were 
made to individuals who were supposed to have 
influence over members. And I tell the gentleman 
again, that if a committee of inquiry be raised, Í 
am ready to lay before itall the knowledge which 
I possess in the matter, and also to refer to some 
other persons. 

Mr. SEWARD. The gentleman from North 
Carolina knows very well that it is not necessary 


Mr. LETCHER. As soon as the committee 
shall rise and come into the House, | intend to 
offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of —— members be appointed 
to inquire whether money, or other itlegal and improper 
means, have been used to secure the passage of the bill to 
extend Colt’s patent for seven years from 1857; and also | 
whether money, or other illegal and improper means, have | 
been used or employed to secure the passage of any bill by | 
this Congress. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the gentleman from 
Virginia will modify his resolution so as to make 
it express whether money has been offered to! 
members of Congress. It is not improper, | be- | 
lieve, to offer to pay a claims agent or counsel to 
procure the passage of a bill. But, as [ understood 
the gentleman from North Carolina, his statement 
was, that money had been offered to members of 
1 hope 


the resolution will be modified as I have sug- | 
| 


gested, i 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan, here obtained | 
the floor, and said: I am just informed, since [| 
Island, (Mr. Txurston,}] who reported this bill, 
is desirous of presenting his views to the House. 
That being so, 1 shall be most happy to yield the 


sire to present afterwards. a 

Mr. THURSTON. ‘The principal question to 
be considered, in deciding upon an application for 
the renewal of a patent, should be: Does the! 
public interest call for such renewal, and will the 


| 
| 
f 
| 
F 
i 
| 


The other question, which regards the profit or | 
loss to the inventor, is incidental and secondary. 
it is this first consideration, exclusively, which has 
governed the committee in the case of Colt’s arms; 


by information derived from numerous sources, | 
has induced the committee to report the bill now | 
under consideration. 

It is a fact universally conceded in this country, į 
and in all others, that these arms have become in- į 
dispensable weapons of war. There is no army |} 
without them, while, at the same time, it is a! 
fact well authenticated, that they are worse than | 
none, being dangerous as well as inefficient, | 
when not constructed of the best material, and in i| 
the most exact and perfect manner. i] 

Those facts have had a paramount influence li 
with the committee in reporting this bill. | 


if, in conflict with an ‘enemy, our army should 
find that their arms were inefficient by getting out 


of order, or any other cause, ‘the most 
trous consequences must ensue, : 

In the manufacture of Colt’s arms, the greatest 
deception may be practised without the possibility 
of. detection, and, undoubtedly, would ba, were 
they allowed to be made by any but the inventor. 
Instead of the best cast steel, they. might be.made 
of cast iron, and finished and polished in such a 
manner as to make it impossible to’ distinguish 
the one from the other. ; s5 

If, then, the door were opened to all to manu- 
facture them, and a field of competition presented 
to the whole worid of mechanics, the inevitable 
consequence would be, that pistols, guns, and 
rifles, upon the principle of this patent, would be 
thrown upon the market, which would be worse 
than worthless. 

The people of this country, the farmers and 
mechanics, have no interest in having this patent 
expire. These arms are not such as-are used by 
them, and not one in a hundred thousand: have 
them. His the Government which has the prin- 
cipal concern in having these arms manufactured 
as they have hitherto been. i 

It has been urged that Mr. Colt.has amassed a 
large fortune out of his patent, while the : facts 
prove that his entire profits, thus far, have been 
principally expended in extending, improving, and 
perfecting his machinery, with a view to increased 
operations in the manufacture of his arms.: Thus, 
security from infringement is more important to 
him than ever. The high character accorded to 
his fire-arms has induced extensive impositions 
on the part of those who manufacture a spurious, 
or, at least, a greatly inferior article. Mr. Colt 
has richly earned, and is fairly entitled to, the 
protection of Government for an additional pe- 
riod. The invention was made in 1831; and, 
after five years of incessant labor in perfecting 
it, a patent was granted to him in 1836. On the 
Ith of March, in the same year, this patent was 
conveyed to the Patent Arms Company of New 
Jersey. The capital stock of ‘said company was 
$230,000, of which Colt owned $50,000. ` This 
company (Colt being the agent) worked for six 
years, and were then sold out, by a decree of the 
court of chancery, on the 10th of October, 1842; ` 
losing all the capital, and leaving a large amount 
of the debts of the company unpaid. The patent, 
at that time, was considered of so little value 
that no purchaser could be found for it. In 1850, 
Colt filed a bill to wind up the Patent Arms 
Company, and. to sell the patent, and on the 
8th day of July, 1850, the patent was sold by a 
receiver in chancery, at public sale, under an 
order of court, for one dollar, and bought by 
Samuel Colt. In 1848, Colt, by the assistance 
of some friends, who advanced $10,000, com- 
menced the manufacture of pistols at Hartford, 
for the Government, beginning with some ‘eight 
men, and working on a small scale; and it was 
not until 1856, when he obtained his extension, 
that he was enabled to procure the means of estab- 
lishing an armory. 

Colt began to manufacture in Hartford, wader 
the extension, in 1850; but up to that date a cash 
capital of $230,000, together with nineteen years of 
his time, had been wasted, and he was, moreover, 
involved in liabilities to the amount of $30,000. 

Since 1847, and under the extension, down to 
the present time, all the capital and earnings: have- 
been invested in land, buildings, tools, machinery, 
and the necessary apparatus for the successful 
manufacture of the arm; and the plans are not 
more than one third carried out for the manufac~ 
ture in the most economical manner. 

The struggles of Colt to establish an armory 
suitable for the manufacture of his arms, on an 
enlarged scale, are well known, and justify his 
friends in endeavoring to obtain such protection 
as will insure to him a suitable reward for his 
invention, and for the years of toil and anxiety 
he has devoted to it. ' 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Rhode Island a single question. 
Ís it not a fact that Mr. Colt now has a large 
manufactory in London, on the Thames? 

Mr. THURSTON. It is. 

Mr. SMITH. And is it not true ‘that this 


disag- 


i| establishment is the admiration of all England, 


resorted to by visitors as a show shop, for its rare 
perfection and beauty? 


1644, 


Mr. THURSTON. 
about that. 
` Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan. Mr. Chairman, 
if [ understand this bill correctly, it is ong.which 
simply proposes the extension of a patent granted 
to Mr. Colt, in 1836. I have to say, in the first | 
place, that there seems to be someconfusion among | 
members of this committee in regard to that par- 
ticular matter. Application was made to the 
Commissioner of Patents by Mr. Colt, for an exe. 
tension of the patent granted to him in 1839, but } other gentlemen have as good reason to suspect 


I do not know anything || patent should not be extended so that they may 


Mr. Colt should be found establishing himself and 
making money upon the banks of the Thames, 
and especially at this time, when the whole of 
Europe is involved in an extensive war, which 
creates an extensive market for his arms? Is it 
remarkable? Not at all, Supposing he is a poor 
man, supposing he has become bankraptin. the 
efforts he has made to perfect this weapon, yet is 
it unnatural that ke should be found upen the 
banks bf the Thames in efforts to retrieve his 
broken fortunes? Not atall. Does it follow, be- 
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that extension was refused. The pending propo- |! that the gentleman from North Carolina has had || cause he is prosecuting his business upon the 
sition is for the extension of the patent of 1836. || his virtue tempted as he has to suspect other gen- || banks of the ‘Thames, that he is wealthy? 


Not long since it was urged by a gentleman from 


$ eos F 
Tennessee upon this floor, that the decision of 


the Commissioner of Patents, in reference to the 
extension of the patent of 1839, was sufficient evi- 
dence that Mr. Colt was entitled to no favorable 
consideration from this body. I allude to this that 
members may: be correct in their understanding of 
the matter, and to show that there has been no 
decision of the Commissioner on the patent now 
asked to be extended. 

There has been no evidence taken to show that 
Mr. Colt has made a fortune, or that he is not yet 
a poor man. 


bers to its reading: 


Unirep Srares Parent Orrice, June 24, 1854. 

SIR: E have the honor to inform you, in reply to your 
letter of the lst instant, that two applications have been 
presented to this office for the extension of patents granted 
10 Samuel Colt, dated, respectively, 25th February, 1836, 
aud 29th August, 1839. The former was extended by the 
Hon. Bduund Burke, Comunissioner of Paten 3, seven 
years from the 25th February, 1850. The application for 
the extension of the latter was rejected by me for reasons 
on file in this office, 

It is understood that the application now pending before 
Congress, is for the further extension of the patenlof 1836, 
from the 25th February, 1857. 

If so, it would seem that no evidence or testimony is 
pertinent thereto, except such as relates to that particular 

patent. 
; What testimony and proceedings were brought forward 
by certain members of the Honse, in Opposition to the 
Present application, T am not informed: bat L infer from 
your letter that they related to the application tor the ex- 
tension of the patent of 1839, 

F would state, in conclusion, that the evidence in both 


cases is open to the tree inspection of all who may feel |} 


interested jn the matter. i 
Lam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
€C. MASON, Commissioner, 


Hon, R. B. Tuurston, Chairman House Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office, Honse of Representatives. 


Mr. CUTTING. 
letter. Will the gentleman be good enough to 
state whether I have correctly understood its pur- 
port, I understood the Commissioner’s letter thus. 
Phat the original patent of 1836 was extended in 


1600, bur that the patent of 1839 was not extend- | 


ed; that the original patent of 1836 was extended 
in 1850, and runs antil 1857; and that it is that 
patent which does not expire until 1857, which 
we are now asked to extend for seven years fur- 
ther. 

In reply to Mr, Currina, the letter was again 
read by the Clerk at Mr. Srnvens’s request, 


Mr.STEVENS. This, then, is au application 
simply for the extension of a patent, for the pur- | 
pose of securing to the inventor of a certain | 
instrument the exclusive right of manufacturing | 
In other words it | 
is to secure to him who has the intellect and genius | 


it for a certain length of time. 


to conceive and invent, and perseverance to carry 
out and perfect his plans, the benefits of his inven- 
tion. 
to be so wonderfully and tenaciously opposed to 
the extension in this case, why all this excite- 


Cuweman] making such extraordinary charges 


upon the honesty and integrity of members of this | 
House? Why does that gentleman make the | 
charge, if notdirectly at least indirectly, that lorge =i 
sums of money have been used to purchase mem- || expelled—driven from it as corrupt and dishonor- 
Let me ask why does the |) 
gentleman take this extraordinary course? Is he | 
been | 
made to tempt his public virtue? I know that |! 


he is avery honest and upright gentleman, and || has now got a manufacturing establishment on 


i! the banks of the Thames that this is inferred? 
I know very |i 
osed to man- i! 


bers of the House! 


entirely disinterested? Have no efforts 


God forbid that 1 should express the least doubt 
of bis honesty or uprightness, 

welf there are persons who are dis 
ufacture arms which are not worth a farthing, 
in comparison with the genuine arms manufac- 
tured by Mr. Colt, and who sre anxious that this 


The following is a letter on the || 
subject, and I ask the earnest attention of mem- | 


: members of the House. 


l did not distinctly hear the | 


i sage of this bill. 


Task gentlemen, in all candor, who seem | 


They have had this 
matter before them. They have examined the 
evidence in the case cautionsly and carefully, and 
they have come to the conclusion that Mr. Colt 
is entided to an extension of his patent. The 
charge is made that bribes have been offered to 
gentlemen to vote for this bill. But where is the 
evidence? Lay your hand upon the man who has 
been bribed, Point out the man who offers these 
bribes to members of the House, either directly 
or indirectly, for the purpose of influencing 
If there is no evidence 
of this, I appeal to gentlemen of the Hlouse to 
give no weight to these charges. They should 
not allow this spargese voces ambiguas—the ambigu- 
ous language in which these charges are con veyed, 
to make them doubt and hesitate upon this subject. 
If we cannot believe all the members of this com- 
mittee; if we cannot believe the Senate, Í ask, in 
the name of God, whom can webelieve? Must we 
go along here looking suspiciously at everything, 
and denying every report made? 

Mr. CLINGMAN, Will the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Stevens] permit me to make a 
remark ? 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My objection to this bill 
was grounded on the fact that the committee did 
not give any reason for the passage of it in their 
report. If it had given any reason, I would have 
heard it with very great pleasure and given it due 
weight. I did not, in my remarks, mean that the 
imputation of corruption should exercise any in- 
fluence in voting on the bill. My objection to it 
merely is, that the committee havegiven no reason 
whatever in their report why the House should 
pass this bill, l gave the first simply as a reason 
why there should be a full vote taken on the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. I want a full vote too; and 
I agree with the gentleman from North Carolina 
in his desire to bave a full vote taken on the pas- 
I wish to spring no game on 
this House. I do not want to have it voted upon 
by a thin House. Let us have it brimful of mem- 
bers; and then let this matter stand on ils own 


| merits. 


But, again, the gentleman from North Carolina 
complains that, in the reports on this matter, both 
in the ETouse and in the Senate, the reasons bave 
not been given why this bill should be passed, and 
why the committees have recommended so and 


we and he says that they should have given the | 


ons for-such recommendation, based pon the 
testimony before them. If I understand the report 
aright, the committee have stated ail of this; and 


l take it, that the reports of committees are enti- | 
tled to all confidence on the part of the House. | 
| When I, as a member of a 
ment? What is the reason fer it, and why do jj 
we hear the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr] 


committee of this 


House, come in and make a report, I pledge my- | 
i self to this body and to the country, and in the; 
presence of God, that I believe the report is cor- | 


rect, and that the reasons on which it is founded, 
are good. And if the time should ever come when 
Lam found playing false to this House, may I be 


able! 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it is charged that Mr. 
Colt is not entitled to an extension of his patent, 
because he isa wealthy man. Is it because he 


Is this sufficient evidence that he has become a 
wealthy man: J ask, then, Mr. Chairman, where, 


upon the broad face of this habitable globe, where 
| thrift and enterprise prevails, is not American en- 
terprise to be found? And is it unnatural that 


; let this bill pass. 


It is true that, upon the application of Mr. Colt 
for a renewal of his patent of 1839, evidence was 
taken before the Commissioner of Patents which 
satisfied him thatso much money had been made by 
Mr. Colt that the patent ought not to be extended, 
Now yon, Mr. Chairman, know what I mean 
when | talk of ea parte evidence. Gentlemen who 
hear me, and many of them are lawyers, know 
well what ex parte evidence means. It must be a 
very lame case indeed, which cannot make out a 
good prima facie case, when they have it all their 
own way, and in their own hands. Ttis in proof 
before this House, that when the evidence was 
taken in this case, before the Commissioner, the 
counsel of Mr. Colt did not appear to contest the 
evidence which was presented before him. The 
evidence was taken by the counsel opposed to Mr. 
Colt, and they had it all their own way. 

It is said by a gentleman near me, that that evi- 
dence does not apply to this case, But I remark 
that the patent of 1836 is one patent, and that of 
1839 refers only to a simple improvement upon 
the mode of charging the pistol. The two are 
taken together, and evidence which is pertinent to 
one, would be pertinent and relevant to the other. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) The gen- 
tleman will allow mea single word in explanation. 
I was upon the other side of the House when the 
gentleman referred to my remarks. I beg leave to 
say that | expressly said, in my remarks, that I 
had too favorable an opinion of the members of 
this House to believe that they had been operated 
upon by these approaches which had been made, 
and as some of my remarks might seem to imply 
it, I also beg leave to say that I never intimated, 
and never intended to intimate that the members 
ofthe committee or the members of the House 
were in the slightest degree influenced by them. 
But this thing of lobbying was so boldly done, 
and so extraordinary in this case, and some other 
cases, that I deemed it my duty to call the atten- 
tion of the House to it, and I believed that to get 
a full vote, a call of the House was necessary. 

Mr. SFEVENS. Does the gentleman mean 
to say that this lobbying has had any influence 
with the committee? 

Mr. CLINGMAN, I stated that I believed 
members would not be influenced by it, but that 
I thought it best to call attention to the facts. 

Mr. STEVENS. Now, sir, whatever may 
have taken place out of this House, whatever 
streams of corruption may have been let loose out- 
side, if they have not reached the members upon 
this floor, what of it?) What is the effect? Sir, J 
ask that if this application is otherwise meritorious 
and fair, why, sir, let us not be guided by these 
outside influences. Let us not be frightened by 
being told that there is a lion in the iobby—that 
there is an ass laden with gold attempting to force 
its way into this House! Let us treat Mr. Colt 
as an honorable gentleman. Let us treat him as 
an honorable citizen, who comes here ina fair and 
honorable manner, and asks to have his patent 
extended, and consider the cage upon its merits, 

Tsay now to you, Mr. Chairman, and to thig 
committeegif the merits of this case are with us, 
But if they are not with us; if 
thestatements of the committees of the two Houses 
are contradicted, and proved to be false, why let 
the bill fali to the ground. But, let gentlemen 
consider the application as honorable gentlemen, 
and give itan impartial and fair consideration, 
and that is all we ask. I send two letters to the 
Clerk's desk, and ask that they may be read. 

The letters were read, as follows: 

UNITED STATES PATENT Orricr, Jenuary 9, 1854. 
_ Sm: Yours of the 7th was received this morning. I 
immediately incloged it to Mr. Gifford, with a request that 
he would reply to the interrogatories therein suggested, 


and I herewith forward you lis reply. 
The statement made in my decision of the application 
for an extension of Colonel Colt's patent, was fully war- 
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A A - F 
ranted hy the testimony before me—the magistrate having | 


certified that the applicant’s counsel was present at the 
examination of the witnesses, and declined asking any 
cross-interrogatories. 

T will state further, that the counsel of Colonel Colt 
seemed to rest his case on the points of law alluded to in 
my decision. If these had been decided in his favor, it 


wilt readily be seen that the testimony would have been | 


immaterial. He took no testimony on the point of profits, 
and apparently paid no regard to that snbject. 

Tremain yours, very truly, CHARLES MASON. 
Hon. B. B. THURSTON. 

NATIONAL HOTEL, WASHINGTON, Junuary, 1854. 

Sır: Hrreply to your letter of the 7th instant, I have to 
say that it will give me great pleasure to make any state- 
ment of facts which will preveut injustice to any one, and 
especially in regard to any proceeding in which F have been 
engaged as counsel. In relation to the matter on which 
you desire information, the facts are—that the testimony 
which was taken in that cage, to prove the profits of Mr. 
Colt, was taken in the absence af Mr. Diekerson, Mr. Colt’s 
counsel, and, therefore, without cross gxamination. The 
proper and legal notige had been given fo Mr. Dickerson to 
attend, but he was aged in the argument of a cause out 
of town, and the tint@tfor taking testimony had so nearly 
expired as to not admit of postponement. A clerk from Mr. 
VDickerson’s oftice attended the examination, and stated the 
tact of Mr. Dickersou’s absence, and declined to cross-ex- 
amine, ashe said he Knew nothing of the subject, and had 
no authority to do sa, 

In regard to the second question propounded, Y have only 
to say, that I was informed that the witnesses which were 
examined on the cost of manufacture had been engaged in 
the manufacture of arms which were adjudged by the courts 
to be an infringement on Mr. Colt’s patent, and in conse- 
quence of which E considered them the better qualified to 
speak of the cost of production. Whether the arms which 
were made by them were as good or as expensive as those 
made by Mr. Colt, I do not know. My questious to these 
witnesses were based upon the Imption that they bad 
all the proper machinery with which to operate, aud vn that 
assumption I inquired what, in their judgment, ic would 
cost t0 make the arms. Very respectfully. yours, 

GEORGE GIFFORD. 
Ilon, Cuartes Mason, Commissioner of Patents. 

Mr. STEVENS, continued: Here, then, I 
will say briefly, in evidence, that the testimony 
which was taken was all upon one side. What 
other evidence may have been produced before the 
Commissioner of Patents we do not know. kis 
not here. The Commissioner undoubtedly was 
justified in the decision to which he came; but | 
say to the members before me that that decision 
should not be regarded as a finality in this matter. 
Task again, is there any evidence that Mr. Colt 
has made a fortune out of bis invention? Sir, I 
do not propose to take up the time of the commit- 
tee by reading the evidence which I have before 


me upon this subject. But, sir, I have in my 


possession affidavits from men in Mr. Colt’s em- | 


ploy, stating positively, that up to this time all the 
funds received by Mr. Colt have been reinvested 
for the purpose of carrying on the business; not 
for the purpose of making a fortune, but for the 
purpose of perfecting the machinery, and to make 
more complete Lhe instrument we are now talking 
about; and this will be readily understood by the 
committee when I say—and I pledge my word for 
it—that the instruments used in the manufacture 
of Colt’s pistols are almost innumerable, each 
having a fixed and particular purpose. 
arm is composed of a vast number of pieces, any 
one of which, when lost, can easily be supplied 
again. Whatever part is injured or lost on the 
field of battle or elsewhere, can instantly be sup- 
plied in consequence of the extre ne accuracy with 
which each and every component part of the 
instrument is constructed. To accomplish this 
result a great variety of tools and instruments are 
necessary; and these, I assure gentlemen of the 
committee, from most satisfactory and conclusive 


evidence, can be used for the purposes for which | 


they are designed, and none other. Therefore, if 
Mr. Colt’s establishment be broken up, all these 
instruments and tools are lost to him; for they can 
be used, l repeat, for no other purpose. And I 
say to you, Mr. Chairman, that if his establish- 
ment be broken up, that there will spring up all over 
the country similar ones for the construction of 
similar but inferior weapons out of cast-iron. The 
weapons manufactured by Mr. Colt are almost all 
made of cast-steel, and thus the danger of burst- 
ing, or easily breaking, is prevented. There is 
less danger to the carrier. Those weapons man- 
ufactured of cast-iron, itis well known, are always 
Hable to burst, and are indeed more dangerous at 


the breech than at the muzzle; more liable to hurt || « 
j| is not, therefore, a monopoly. j 


the holder than the enemy pointed at. 

We ask that Mr. Colt may have his patent ex- 
tended, so that he may further perfect and improve 
his instrument. He is improving each day in the 
manufacture. New and improved tools in instru- 


|, his money liberally; and were this the proper 


ji public purposes and the public benefit. 


This fire- | 


ments are made each day for the greater perfection 
| in the manufacture of the instrument. 

| Another point: I say to you, Mr. Chairman, 
| and tu this committee, that I am satisfied Mr. 
į Colt is not the wealthy man he is supposed 
to be. l have here sworn evidence from men in 
his employ that he has not yet made a fortune. 
Now | know that I shall be told, in reply, that the 
contrary is the truth; that it is not trne that Mr. 
| Colt is not a wealthy man, and that he flourishes, 
| displays the possession of large means, and spends 
| his money freely. | have no doubt that he spends 


i place and time, | might state how Mr. Colt, with 
(a free and liberal hand, poured out his money for 


But Í only ask for the biil a fair and full consid- | 
eration. Jet gentlemen examine the testimony in | 
| the case, and not be governed by mere hearsay. 
| If the committee come to the conclusion, after such 
just and deserved consideration, that the proposi- 
tion is a fraud and an imposture, let it be voted í 
down; but, on the other hand, if the extension is 
right and proper, let it be granted, | 

Mr. BLISS. Mr. Chairman, I should not have- 
| felt it incumbent on me to make any remarks upon | 
this bill, but { had endeavored to obtain ali the ij 
light the sources of light wouid furnish us on the || 
subject. Ihad supposed that the proceedings— || 
the application on the part of the patentee had 
been conducted with fairness and honorable man- 
liness. It was my conclusion, from what | knew 
| myself, and from the expressions | had heard from 
the mouths of different gentlemen upon this floor, 
that the application, in this case, was distinguished 
from other applications, on account of the honor- 
j able and manly bearing of the patentee. 
| lwas somewhat startled at the extraordinary 
announcement made upon the floor by the honor- || 
| able gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Crne- 
MAN,] that the corrupting influence of money and 
bribery had been resorted to by this applicant, 
| whether to affect, directly or indirectly, the minds 
| of members of this House, I do not know, nor 
‘is it material, but to procure the consummation of | 
his object—the passage of this bill. { thought 
when the gentleman from North Carolina was 
; called upon for the authority upon which that 
statement was based, that it was due to the mem- 
bers of this body that he should give it promptly, 
and without any hesitation. In a proceeding of |i 
this kind, where we propose to administer equity 


| 
| 
ji 
| 
| 
į 
| 


‘and justice under discretion, and not by fixed ji 
| rules of law, in determining the vote | would give, || 
| E would not tolerate an individual under such eir- |) 
j 


| cumstances in approaching this body, as the appii- 


| Carolina, inasmuch as he denies the passession of 
positive information upon the subject, but relies 
upon rumor for the truth of his statement, that [| 
disbelieve that rumor. It does not comport with | 
my own knowledge or experience, or with that į 
of other gentlemen who have expressed their} 


of the question. 

My own views of the policy and theory of the | 
patent system do not seem to comport with the j; 
views of the gentleman from North Carolina. I |! 
hold, und it is the doctrine of the law, and it is |: 
enforced by statute, that where an individual, bya] 
virtue of his skill, his acquirements, or his native |. 
ingenuity, has been able to produce an invention į 
or improvement in the arts or sciences, that it is | 


| his own property; it is the child of his own intel- 


exclusive benefit of his own invention, it is not a 


although I know the British Parliament saw fit 
to entitle its patent laws statutes of monopoly. I 
know the word monopoly is used in France, and | 
I know it has been used to some extent as appli- | 
cable in the definition of our patent Jaws in this 
country; but, nevertheless, a patent is nota monop- 
oly. It is to secure tothe discovererand inventor 
aright to what he has himself produced, and it 
infringes upon no other man’s rightof production; 
it infringes upon no other man’s right to the use 
of his property and the results of his intellect. It 


rni 


i 
| 

| ‘The policy in enlightened countries upon this 
| subject has been liberal to the inventor, because į 
iberality to the inventor secures the public benefit. 


| permitted to say to the geneman from North ; 
producer of an invention so valuable to mankind 
|; should be dented the reasonable request which he 


| 
| 
i 
views upon this subject. So much for that branch | 


lect; and if the Government will secure to him the |; j 
great user of arms. The Governmentis the power 
monopoly in the ordinary sense of that term, |: 


No man knows, or can conceive the infinite vari- 


ety ‘there'is in the: combinations ‘of machinéry. 
No-man can judge that, because many -usefulin- 
ventions have been made, others. may not-also:be’ - 


made equally useful, and more so. And. hence 
it is the policy of the law and of reason ‘to stim- 
ulate the inventive genius of the. country; “for 


| thereby progress and improvement are secured. 


Hence, the law sets men’s minds to work, under 
the stimulus of. motive to proseciite studies, and 
discoveries, and inventions, by securing to individ- 
uals who shall make a useful discovery, or a use- 
fulinvention, the right to the benefits resulting: 
from it for a limited period of time. A-restriction 
on the public from imitating a useful invention: 
should not be perpetual. it is limited to a brief 
space of time. Itis also in keeping with thedoc- 
trines. of the patent laws of this country, that if an 
individual should by accident be unable to reduce 
his invention to practice, or should by any 
other state of circumstances be prevented from 
availing himself of the fair and appropriate profits 
which, under ordinary circumstances, would result 
from the employment of this invention, there 
shall be, in view of such circumstances, a further 
chance to reap his reward by extending his patent. 

Now, suppose it to be true, that Mr. Colt has 
made some money—some halfa million of dollars, 
or, if you please, even a million—out of his in- 
vention say:to you that a sufficient answer to 
that argument is, that this is a great invention; 
that its value is not to be measured by the profits 
he has received, or by anything like that; but its 
value is to be estimated by millions untold to this 
nation, and by millions to the world. Every- 
body will concede that. No man undertakes to 
impugn the usefulness of Coit’s pistol or revolving 
arms. But gentlemen say that, in consideration of 
having bestowed this great and almost inestimable 
advantage on the world, after having suffered years 
of penury and toil, after having had his patent sold. 
out, and after having succeeded, in the lapse of 


i many years, in some manner, by reinvesting 


himself with the tide to the patent by a sale in 


i chancery, through a receiver, he has- had of late 


better success. They argue that since the exten- 
sion of the patent for seven years, subsequently 
to the first grant, he has begun to accumulate an 
immense fortune. Nobody pretends to know: 
how large the fortune is; some say it is half a: 
million of dollars, and some say it is a million; 

and some would limit it to a much smaller sum 


jj than the first; while, still again, some doubt 


whether he has derived any profit from it at all. 
But the best evidence that we have on the subject 


i to-day is, that Mr. Colt is not worth a dollar in 
|, the world beyond his investment in these manu- 
i cant is charged with approaching it; and J must be `i 

S pp £ | 


factures. Now, | say it is a narrow and illiberal 
view of the subject to say that the discoverer and 


asks, for carrying out an equivalent to his first 
fourteen years patented term, because he js not in 
the gutter, and too poor to rise therefrom. 

But again: the provisions of this bill are such 
fis to guard the interests of the Government care- 
fully. While Mr, Colt is allowed what they call 


i a monopoly of his invention, so far as the world 


at large is concerned, this Government has secured 
to itself, by a provision in this bill—if it passes— . 
the right to manufacture Colt’s arms, and to use 
his invention, and treat it, in all respects, as though 
it had not been patented by law at all. 

Well, now, it is manifest to the House that his 
principal prospect of sale is to the Government of 


| the United States, so far as those sales can be 


made in this country. The Government. is the 


which is called upon to use them. They are an 
appropriate arm to be used in our Army, and ap- 
propriate to be kept in ourarmories and arsenals. 
The Government, then, would be the principal 
purchaser. But the Government is relieved from 
the operation of Colt’s patent; and, so far as they 


Í are concerned, there is no monopoly, and he is, 


therefore, compelled to rely upon that patent, so 
far as it promotes his dealings with the com- 
munity generally. Now, it seems tome that Mr. 
Coit’s request is a reasonable one. If it be un- 
true—as | believe it to be, and founded upon a 
simple mistake—that corrupting and improper 
influences have been resorted to by Mr. Colt, to 
operate upon the minds of the members of this 
House, [think the report which has been made 
in the Senate upon this subject, and the report 
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which has.emanated from the House committee, | 
should satisfy every one that it is fair to give Mr. 
Colt the benefit of the extension which he asks. 

It is upon these grounds, and this view of the. 
subject, that I have determined to give my vote for | 
the bill. Buti will not do it, if any evidence or |; 
argument can be adduced by the other side to i 
overcome those convictions. Otherwise I shall |} 
vote for it; and I shall do itin the generous spirit | 
of the patent system, as it prevails in our coun- 
try, and in all enlightened countries in the world, | 
where the mechanic arts have been’ carried to so i 

great a degree of perfection, and more through || 
the instrumentality-of the laws, the extension of 
which we propose here, than from any other sin- 
gle cause. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. It has been with much 
regret and surprise that I have listened to the state- |; 
ments made by honorable gentlemen, insinuating |i 
corruption against the members of this body. || 
Such statements have been made both by a friend 
and by an opponent. of this bill. There is not, 


1 


| 


then, a member of this House but has his reputa- 
tion involved in such an imputation. I feel that 
when such statements are made it is due to the || 
House of Representatives, it is due to the Amer- 
ican people, that we should make an investigation 
into the charges. I have sometimes seen such || 
insinuations floating through the newspapers of 
the country, and I have felt humiliated whenever 
l have met with such paragraphs. But now the 
imputations are made upon this floor—at least in- 
sinuations that attempts have been made to cor- || 
rupt members of this House, or that approaches || 
have been made to them through their friends. I || 
feel, sir, that it is due to the American Congress || 
“that an investigation should be made when such 
statements are presented here. i 

But, inasmuch as a decision was made in the | 
committee this morning, which will not permit us 
to pass over this bill and take up another bill upon || 
the Calendar, I respectfully suggest, in order that || 
we may give to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Lercnen] arnopportunity tointroduce the resolu- |! 
tion which he has read to the House, and thatywe |j 
may také action upon it before we dispose of this || 
bill, that the committee rise and report favorably 
to postponing any action upon this bill to some || 
future day. 

Mr. CUTTING. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee withdraw that motion for a few mo- 
ments, to enable me to make a few remarks in 
reference to an observation which reached my ear, 
very imperfectly, from the gentleman from Mich- 
igan, [Mr. Seuvens,] but which he repeated in a 
way that makes it a matter personal to myself 

` that l should say a word in reference toit? L hope 
the gentleman will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. LETCHER., I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion. Į want to discuss this bill. |! 

Mr. WALSH. Sodol. i 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, I will withdraw the 
motion. But before I sit down I havea single |! 
additional remark to make. [have no means of de- 
termining whether these insinuations are founded Ji 
in fact or not. I bave no reason to believe they j! 
are. But if the impression exista upon the mind | 
of a single member of this body that approaches | 
have been made to members, with a view to 
tamper with the honesty and integrity of the 
Elouse, I think it is due to us that we should make || 
an investigation into the facts. 1 withdraw the |. 
motion to rise. $ 

Mr. LETCHER obtained the floor. 

Mr. CUTTING. {Í ask the gentleman to yield 
to me fora moment. [rise to make an explanation | 
somewhat personal to myself. I rarely trouble 
the House or the committee with remarks upon | 
pending measures. I find thatI have much more to | 
learn than it is possible for me to teach to others; | 
and I would not have deviated, in the present in- | 
stance, from the course which I have generally || 
pursued, if it had not been for a remark that | 
dropped from the gentleman from Michigan, to 
which F desire to call the attention of the com- 
mittee; because, in the estimation of some gentle- 
men, it might, perhaps, be supposed to furnish 
the key to the motive that will influence my vote. 

The gentleman from Michigan remarked that 
he expected to be opposed in reference to this bill, 
by members of this House, who have been em- 
ployed as counsel in the controversies relating to 
the Colt patent. Some years ago there was a 
controversy of this description, when Mr. Colt !! 


| recollect which—against manufacturers in New 
| York, Messrs. Young & Leavitt, for an alleged 


| was employed as one of the counsel for the de- 


| not explain to me, but left open for me to conjec- 
i ture, they preferred that the bill should be passed. 


| selves to my judgment, I should vote for it; and, 


{rious matter the exclusive right fora period of 


| pired, and instead of being a source of profit to 
i them, as the Government intended, it sometimes 
| and frequently was the source of loss, and ‘almost 


; further term.of seven years. 


: weal; and secondly, he was to ascertain whether 


that he has made certain profits, and has invested 


; ment under his oath, of the amount he has ex- 
i pended, and the amount he has received? 


: ToN] is absent, at this time, from the Hall, let 


i Sof thar comer r „has 
some other gentleman-of that committee tell us j; application of Colonel Colt, for the extensión of another. 


filed his bill, or comimenced his action—I do not 


infringement of his patent. On that occasion, I 


fendants. 1 participated very little either in the 
argument or the trial, but nevertheless I stand 
here answering precisely to the description of that 
class of gentlemen who we are told will be op- 
posed to this claim from such an influence. Lwas 
employed as counsel in that case, and Ido not 
know that there is another gentleman in this 
House who has occupied the position of counsel 
in any of the controversies in connection with 
this patent. 

Sir, to those of this committee who know me, 
it would be unnecessary for me to say anything 
upon this subject; but to a great many who do 
not know me,I will say that I have been re- 
quested—I might say solicited—by these clients, 
to withdraw all opposition to this extension. They 
represented to me that, for reasons which they do 


I told them that I should vote upon this measure, 
as upon all others, upon the information which I 
should receive in this House; and that if the rea- 
sons for the passage of this bill commended them- 


on the other hand, quite as freely vote against it, 
notwithstanding the request of those gentlemen, 
who had been my clients, that I would withdraw 
all opposition to it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it is my intension to vote 
against this extension. I beg to state to the com- 
mittee briefly the reasons which are sufficient to 
direct my own judgmentand my owncourse upon 
this matter, As I understand, the patent laws 
were passed granting to the inventor of a merito- 


1 


fourteen years to the enjoymentof the fruits of 
his ingenuity. It was considered on the one hand, | 
that the reward which he would reap during that 
period of fourteen years would be a consideration 
for yielding up to the community at large for gen- 
eral enjoymentat the expiration of the fourteen 
years, that which he had invented. It was found, 
however, that men of small means very frequently 
could not get their inventions into active notice 
until the period of fourteen years had nearly ex- 


always of disppointment and regret. In order to 
avoid those evils to inventors, it was agreed by 
Congress that the Commissioner of Patents should 
have the right to extend the patent at any period 
before the expiration of the fourteen years, fora 
It fixed these two 
characteristics, which were to govern the Commis- 
sioner in all such applications. In the first place, 
he was bound to ascertain whether the extension 
of the patent would be compatible with the public 


or not the inventor had, during the fourteen years, 
made, and if so, how much from the fruits of this 
grant. 

In order to guide the Commissioner of Patents, 
if I remember correctly, the act of 1836 required, 
as a condition precedent, that the inventor should 
fle a statement, under oath, giving the details of 
expenditures and receipts, for the purpose of as- 
certaining how the balancestood. Now, I ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Patents, whether 
that prerequisite has been complied with in this 
case? Because, though Congress may dispense 
with it, yet that which was deemed a vital and 


material partof the rule, which was to govern the j} 


Commissioner, should alwa 


à ys be the guide of this 
committee. 


They say that they have ascertained | 


them in buildings. I call on the members of the 
Committee on Patents to give us the information 
which I now ask. Has Mr. Colt ever filed a state- 


If so, 
I desire its production, that we may at once have 
that first preliminary piece of evidence. If Lam 
to have it, { should like to have it now, that I 
may make some remarks on it. If the chair. 
man of the Committee on Patents (Mr. Trurs- 


| as preliminary, has any existence, and if so, 
where it is? While waiting for -an answer, I 
shall proceed to a few more reasons which shall 

govern me, and they are these: The committee 
| say that this patent ought to be extended a second 
i time because the good of the United States wilk 
| thereby be promoted. The eommittee will bear 
| in mind that the patent has still three years to run, 
| and that they want to splice on at the end of the 
į three years this additional term of seven years, 
| So as to make it ten years from February last. 
And then they say that the good of this country, 
| for which we are legislating, requires that to be 
done; and how is that made out? Why, if we 
do not give him the exclusive right to manufacture 
i these weapons in the United States, there will be 
rival establishments started here that will compete 
| with him and make inferior articles, and that 
| thereby the community will op the 


| Let me grant, for the purpose. Df the argument,. 
| that to extend the exclusive rig to Mr. Colt for 
seven years more will prohibit every man in this 
| country from engaging inthe manufacture of these 
| articles. I ask if these patent laws extend to Ger- 
‚many, England, Scotland and Ireland, and all the 
| rest of the civilized world? This Congress, then, 
| would fetter the people of the United States for a 
i further time of seven years, rendering them the 
| only people upon the face of the civilized globe- 
| that cannot engage in this branch of manufacture, 
j and leaving it to the whole of Europe, and every 
part of the world, to engage in the undertaking. 
Cannot they make spurious articles? Are the 
German manufactures of scythes, knives, and 
forks comparable to the productions of England 
and this country? Can they not make spurious 
articles in England? What do they want of 
| patent laws, if they cannot make spurious articles ? 
| Would not this country be flooded with cheap 
j and inferior arms from abroad, even though you 
| were to extend this patent? The only effect 
; would be to give full latitude and liberty to all the 
| world, except the citizens of the country you rep- 
| resent, to engage in this branch of manufactures; 
| and that, they say, is to advance the public interests 
Jof the United States. Why, carry it out alittle 
| further, and prohibit the people of the United 
States from manufacturing any articles useful to. 
the community, and leave the rest of the world at 
liberty to doas they choose, and I ask you what 
the productive interest of the country would be in 
| alittle while under such legislation as that? 

| Again, are we at this period of the world to say 
i that competition in the manufacture of fire-arms 
! will not tend, like competition in the manufacture 
| of everything else, to bring out the best article 
| that the wit, ingenuity, and capital of man can 
| possibly devise. Again, it is said that we must, 
[atthe end of three years, extend the patent for 
| Seven years more, for the purpose of enabling 
| Mr. Colt todo—what? Why, to make so much 
| money during that interval, and perfect his build- 
| ing, tools, and instruments, asto defy competition. 
‘In other words, you are to give to him substan- 
i tially the power to put down any rival manufac- 
i turers for all time to come. If the manufacture 
| of spurious articles is to be avoided by the exten- 
| Sion of this patent, as gentlemen contend, the 
| argument which would allow Colt to continue his: 


|; patent for seven years, would also allow him to 


; continue it perpetually. 
| In regard to this matter of profit, I wish to 
| know where is the evidence as to the amount of 


i| money that has been made by Mr. Colt, Iob- 


| Serve upon my table a letter from the chairman of 
| the Committee on Patents to the Commissioner of 
: Patents, dated in January last, in which he com- 
! plains that those who deal largely, I suppose, in 
| gossip, and who have little else to do than to amuse 
themselves with tittle-tattle about applicants to 
Congress, and members, and everything else that 
| does not exactly concern themselves, credited or 
| believed the rumor that Mr. Colt had made mil- 
Hons of dollars by the manufacture of his arms. 
The Committee on Patents deny the truth-of the 


| rumor; but in their denial they seem to makea 
; Concession that at least advances a very litle way 
| 


| in ascertaining how much has been made. The 


i chairman of the Committee on Patents uses the 
| following language: 


_ *Sinee the committee reported to Congress, my atten- 
tion has heen ealled to a decision made by you, on the 


whether the document which the law requires 


patent for some improvements to his originai invention 
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last summer, in which you state, in substance, that Mr. 
Colt had realized a million of dollars out of his invention ; 
and that this fact had been proved. hy witnesses in the 
presence of Mr. Coll’s counsel, who virtually conceded the 
point.” v | 
{do not know who has seen that decision. F 
never did. The letter goes on: i 
“As this statement differs entirely from what Cotonel | 
Colt has now laid before Congress, and shows.a profit of | 
more than twice as much as now appears,” : 
Now, a million of dollars was said to be the 
money that he had realized out of the invention; 
and when it is stated, on authority, that that sum 
is twice as much as he actually made, it seems to 
be conceded that, in point of fact, he made $500,000 
profit, When it was very properly observed by | 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Lercuer,] that | 
that money was realized out of a different patent, | 
No, said the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. | 
Srevens,] this: patent is blended with the one: 
which Congress is now asked to extend, and may 
be considered part and parcel of it. And so, if the 
gentleman from Michigan is right, Mr. Colt has 
secured profit of half a million of dollars on the | 
patent which we are now to extend. * | 
But, independently of that, the committee say | 
that the moneys which he has earned have been | 
invested in manufactories, and in the means of | 
carrying out this great enterprise to perfection. 
Now, l ask, what are these manufactories worth? i| 
There is one, and l believe an extensive one, in 
Hartford, Connecticut; and can any gentleman | 
say how much money has been invested there? 
There is another of them in London; and can | 
anybody tell me how much money has been ex- 
pended on it? Yet that grand establishment in 
Hartford, and its splendid competitor in London, | 
together with the machinery, tools, and imple- 
ments necessary to carry on the manufacture, 
haveall been realized and earned within the last | 
two years of the existence of this patent. Now, | 
what is the value of these manufactories? How | 
much are the buildings, lands, and machinery in | 
Hartford and. London worth? For whatever | 
may be the aggregate value of them, that value | 
has been amassed since a very few years; and | 
the question is, how long since? | 
Mr. HUGHES. Will my colleague yield to | 


me for a moment? | 

Mr. CUTTING, Certainly. | 

Mr. LETCHER. Oh, that seems to me to be | 
going rather too far, [laughter,] when I yield the ; 
floor for a personal explanation, that it should be | 
given up to a third hand. | 

Mr. HUGHES. I merely wanted to make an 
inquiry. 

Mr. CUTTING. Ihave not the smallest ob- || 
jection to yield for the purpose. If any other 
member has, of course I must go on with my 
remarks. F 

Now, Mr. Chairman, when the chairman of the 
committee, in what he read this morning, conceded || 
that the results, the profits of this manufacture, 
have been sufficient to build up these two stupend- || 
ous establishments, the question arises, how long |! 
did it require to make these profits? How long || 
has it been since Mr. Colt commenced to derive || 
such profits from his business? As f understood || 
him this morning, the statement was, that in 1850 || 
this patent belonged to the effects of a broken and |} 
insolvent company, established in Paterson of | 
which the capital was $230,000, and in which Mr. | 
Colt owned stock. The chairman of the com- ji 
mittee did not say that Mr. Colt paid the money |; 
for it, but that he owned stock to the amount of | 
$50,000. Was this $50,000 worth of stock sub- | 
scribed for by him, or was it the price paid forthe į 
patent by the company to. which Mr. Colt as- | 
signed and transferred it? x 

A little light on this subject would let usinto the, 
understanding of the whole of this matter. When } 
the creditors of that company placed its effects | 
in the hands of receivers, this patent was put up | 
and sold at public auction, and Mr. Colt bought | 
it in, and bought it at the cost of one dollar; į 
and having bought it for one dollar, he has pro- | 
ceeded, and since that time—for he was a money- | 
less man, and without aid—he has gone forward | 

£ 
| 
t 


| 
i 
j 


“ 


and started his establishment in Hartford, and 
built up a large concern there; has crossed the 
seas, established himself in London, and, as I ij 
understand, is now supplying the British army |: 
with pistols of his manufacture, in London; and ji 
all that has been accomplished since 1850. How i 
much has he made, then, since 1850? What is 


' the mind in forming an opinion against this bill? 


the value of all thèse establishments? . 1 ask, fo 
somebody must know. Does no one answer 
Was it halfa million of dollars? Was it a mil- 
lion of dollars? How much has he invested in 
those establishments? Only let me alone, says 
he; only let me go on for ten years more without 
competition, and I will bid defiance to the whole į; 
United States; for then I shall be strong enough 
to break down all competition; and the public, 
who are interested in these things, must have my | 
invention, or have none at all. ; 

I was once counsel against Mr. Colt. Have I | 
given you some good reasons which should justify | 


i 
r| 
| 
| 


It has been said that this large amount of loss 
was made up by ex parte evidence. Is there a 
denial anywhere that the witnesses spoke the 
truth? Did Colt’s counsel do anything more than 
to sit by and hear the evidence? Everybody | 
knows that a judicious counsel never cross-ex- | 
amines when he makes his case worse by so doing. | 
He takes care to let his opponent put in his evi- | 
dence, and then he assails it. There is not, then, 
a denial of the truth of the witnesses’ statements | 
anywhere, by anybody. Gifford does not deny | 
it. Therefore, I say I shall cast my vote against | 
the bill; because, if, since 1850, he has made suffi- | 
cient to build up and finish these two magnificent | 
establishments, he ought to be satisfied with the 
compensation which he will receive during the 
three years of the unexpired term of his patent; 
and [, for one, will not lend my aid to fetter and i 
cramp the American people, by extending the pat- 
ent seven years longer, when all the rest of the 
world are at liberty to manufacture the arms as | 
much as they please. When they tell me that he 
has not made money enough out of this patent, | | 
ask for a statement of the profits under oath. | 
And, in the next place, Í take their concession that.: 
he made half a million out of his first patent; and | 
from what has been said this morning, it appears 
that. he has made enough since to build up here | 
and in London these two establishments, which | 
are to. manufacture for the world. 

Mr. LETCHER. I shall not detain the com- | 
mittee very long with what I have to say in.re- 
gard to this bill; and, in the first place, I take oc- 
casion to remark that nobody representing Mr. 
Colt, and nobody on the other side, has any- | 
thing to say to me in regard to this måtter. I | 
have made up my opinion without a word from | 
the friends or enemies of this bill, in regard to | 
its merits or demerits. I am opposed to this ap- | 
plication upon the principle that special legislation 
by Congress has become the curse of our times. 


There are existing lawsin regard to patents which |; 


prescribe, that when a party or parties desire an 
extension and renewal of a patent they shall ap- ! 
ply, at the Patent Office, to the Commissioner of | 
Patents; that he or they shall lay before the Com- | 
missioner certain evidence in regard to it, showing ! 
the profits which have been made out of it; and | 
if such a case shall have’ been made out as 
demonstrates to the Commissioner that he or they 
have not received a full and fair compensation for 
their invention, he shall be allowed to extend to 
them the benefits of the patent for seven years 
longer. Now, sir, Mr. Colt went to the Patent 
Office, not along time ago—for what? Was it for 
the extension of the patent which this bill proposes | 
toextend? That was extended some three or four | 
years ago. But when he went there the last time, | 
he went to obtain an extension of a patent for a| 
“rammer,” which he had attached to the pistol! 
asa part of hisinvention. That was denied him. | 
At the time he went there he made no statement | 
of the profits which he had derived from the inven- | 
tion. Helaid beforethe Commissioner nota particle | 
of evidence. Thereis no statement, derived either | 
from his affidavit or that of any one else, showing | 
what profits he has realized from his original in- 
vention, or from the time the patent was extended, | 


j 
| 
j 
| 
| 


in February, 1850. Why was this? Why didhe i 


notcomply with the requisitions of thislaw, which | 
must be complied with in all other applications? ; 
I call upon the gentleman from Michigan to say | 
whether he knows what Mr. Colt has made out 
of this invention. 


Mr. STEVENS. 


Ido not know how much 
I answer, in all frankness, | 
that I.do not know. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I ask the gentleman 
from Michigan whether, as a member of the com- 


mittee to which this matter was entrusted, he 


called upon: Mr. Colt to furnish him. with evidence 
showing how much:had been made out.of ‘his in- 
vention? Did he call upon him to. know. whether. 
he had been sufficiently .compensated ? se 
Mr. STEVENS. [have nowin my possession 


ii evidence inthe shape of sworn affidavits upon.this. 


point. = 


‘Mr. LETCHER. Then why did not the gen- 


i| : : : 
i tleman have those affidavits printed, and give them. 


| to the House. . Phe committee have presented. us. 
with no evidence of the sort in their report, but 
here, at the last moment, we are told that an indi- 
vidual has. affidavits in his pocket, and upon: these 
pocket affidavits we are asked to pass upon this 
measure. r 


Mr. STEVENS. Will the gentleman allow me 


a word? 
Mr. LETCHER. Certainly I will. 
Mr. STEVENS. I stated in my. remarks that 


I had these affidavits in my possession, but that I 
was anxious to take up as little of the time of the 
House as possible, and, therefore, I did. not have, 
them read. [did, however, state their substance. 
But the gentleman now, not very fairly, as it seeras, 
to me, comes forward and charges me with not: 
having them printed and presented to the House.. 

Mr. LETCHER. Whatis the date of those 
affidavits? aleN site a hs 

Mr. STEVENS. Here they are, and the gen- 
tleman can examine them for himself. > 0e 

Mr. LETCHER. The first thing that strikes: 
the committee, in connection with this matter, is. 
the total want of evidence to justify the extension 


i| of this patent. The report made by the committee: 


upon it contains nothing but what isto be found 
in the petition of Mr. Colt asking for the exten- 
sion of his patent. And there is another signifi- 
cant fact connected with this application and re- 
port. You will find that the petition was first 
presented to the House by the chairman of the. 


‘| Patent Committee, on the 19th day of December, 


1853, and on the 21st day of December, 1853, this: 
bill is reported. This is a very significant, fact, 
connected with the case... K 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, (interrupting.). I de-. 
sire to ask the gentleman from Virginia.one ques- 
tion. I want to know whether this committee. 
are to understand the time occupied, by the gentle-, 
man from Michigan, is to come out of his time? 

Mr. LETCHER. Certainly, so I understand it, 
And if it will be any relief to the gentleman to’ 
know it, I will inform him that I do not intend to 
claim any more time. [Laughter.} 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. [am happyto know 
that no more of the time of the committee is to be 
consumed under the privilege of the gentleman. 
from Virginia. j 

Mr. LETCHER. These affidavits bear date 
January 18, 1854. These affidavits furnish. all 
| the evidence which the friends of Mr. Colt rely 
| upon to secure the extension of his patent, and: 
those affidavits were taken without notice to his 
| opponents. The testimony taken, and laid before 
| the Commissioner of Patenis by Colt’s opponents 
in reference to this case, is testimony which it 
was perfectly fair to present—testimony which, 
| according to the information given by the gentle- 
i man from Michigan to this committee, was in all 
respects fairly taken; for he admits that notice 
i was given Mr. Colt of the time and place at which 
| it was to be taken. 
| Thenif Mr. Colt had due notice, the opponents 
| of the extension of his patent have shown a dis- 
position to deal fairly and-honestly with him. 
| They have not been willing to-take any unfair 
| advantage of him. They have not been willing to 
| take their testimony, which was to be laid before 
the Commissioner of the Patent Office in regard 
| to this extension, without giving Mr. Colt the 
| amplest opportunity of showing that the testimony 
did not warrant the conclusion that these parties 
sought to establish. 

But, sir, the gentleman tells the House that 
i although Mr. Colt had this notice, although it was _ 
| important for him to show that the conclusion 
was unfounded, yet he declined to examine the 
witnesses after the notice was given, 


Mr. STEVENS. The counsel of Mr. Colt 


was engaged in other business, and elsewhere, and 


could not appear, and therefore the matter had to 
go by default. i 
Mr. LETCHER. Iimagineifa gentlemanhas 


| counsel, and that counsel undertakes.to act for him ye 


the principal is bound by. the act of hisattorney. 


rei 
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Now, here was this gentleman who had the notice. 
According to the letter which was read here, it 
seems that on that day the lawyer of Mr, Colt 
was not present. Was it-not g matter of sufficient 
importance to secure his presence? If Colt had 
not realized immense profit, do you suppose that 
his counsel would have been out of town at the 
time the opportunity was afforded him by his ene- 
mies to show that fact to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioner of Patents, and thereby to make 
up such a case as would warrant the extension of 
his patent? But so it was: He was gone. 

Now, Lask the gentlemen whether the affida- 
vits taken, and on which he has so strongly re- 
lied, are not ex parte evidence; and whether they 
were taken with the same formalities and the 
same fairness which characterized the testimony 
taken by the opponents of Mr. Colt? 

Mr. STEVENS. I donot know how those 
affidavits were taken. They were put into my 
hands. On their face they are very fair, and they 
are to go for just what they are worth. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then itis remarkable that 
while the gentleman characterizes the testimony 
introduced before the Patent Office in notice to Mr. 
Colt as unfair, he has never undertaken to ascer- 
tain whether affidavits on which he relies have 
had the same formalities for fairness. 
not to have ascertained it before he came here? 
Ought he not to have been enabled to show that 
Mr. Colt had practiced towards these parties the 
fair, just, and liberal rule which those parties prac- 
ticed towards him? But the gentleman tells you 
that he does not know whether notice was given. 
He does not know how that is. 

We have some evidence to show what amount 
is invested in the establishment in London, which 
has been erected for the manufacture of Colt’s 
pistols, Here is the petition of Mr. Colt, which 
has been presented to the Honee, as T have alread 
said, on the 19th of December, 1853, in which it 
is Stated that the property and machinery in Lon- 
don are worth $950,000. If there was such a 
sum of money ax $250,000 which could be trans- 
ferred from the United States to London, for the 
purpose of establishing a manufactory in that 
city, is not the inference irresistible that there 
must have been an immense profit made here? 
Does it not warrant the conclusion that Colt has 
been well remunerated for his invention, and that 
his patent ought not to be extended ? 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask if Mr. Colt did not 
state in his petition how he came by the money 
invested in London? 

Mr. LETCHER. He does not state that; but 
he states, when he got out of his partnership in 
New Jersey, that he was $30,000 worse’ than 
nothing; and then that he started off upon his 

Mr. STEVENS. 
petition that he has been aided by friends? I do 
not know that be has, but fask the question of 
the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. LETCIVER, L think he does not. He 
says that the expense of this undertaking has been 
already $250,008; that the cost is increasing every 
day, and that no profit has yet arisen, and it is 
doubtful whether it will be profitable for some 
years to come. Mr, Colt went to New Jersey in 
1842, and leaving there the sume year with a debt 
weighing upon him of $30,000, he goes to Hart- 
ford, and puts up extensive improvements there, 
and, according to the newspapers, he is extending 
these improvements at a very heavy cost at this 
very moment. According to the petition pre- 
sented to this House by him, he has $250,000 in- 


vested in England; and according to one of these |! 


affidavits, he has $450,000 invested in the United 
States. It was but yesterday morning Í saw the 
statement that he was putting up a most extensive 
establishment, in connection with his other im- 
provements at Hartford, that would cost from 
$106,000 to $150,000. From the best evidence 


that could be obtained at the time the Commis- |) 
sioner made his decision, Mr. Colt had realized 


nearly $1,000,000 from his invention. 
Fad not the Commissioner sufficient evidence to 


the gentleman from Michigan so strongly relies 
S Bris SE A 
and take the statemente in Colt’s petition, end the 


sums which may be set down as profit amount ii 
in the aggregate to a sum approximating very i 


Ought he | 


Does he not state in that | 


| closely to a million of dollars. If a party, by his 
invention, has received a million of dollars, bas he 
| not been amply compensated for that invention, 
i and hasnot the Government doneitsduty towards 
| him when it has protected him so long in the en- 
| joyment of it? Besides, the patent does not ex- 
| pire until February, 1857. How much money 
i will he make between this time and February, 
| 1857? 1 hes 
at least $500,000, and the probability is that he 
| will realize a much larger amount. The claimant 
| in this case comes here and asks an extension of 
į his patent, after having failed to comply with the 
| law of the Patent Office requiring him to show the 
| profits he has made out of his improvement. And 
| now, when he comes to this House, after the re- 


Patents, he again conceals the amount of profits 
which hz has made. JF ask the House if, under 
such circumstances, they are willing to extend the 
patent for this improvement seven years longer? 
He will have had the use of it twenty-one years 


|i in February, 1857. 


Every session we find persons coming here and 
seeking for patent extensions which have been 
refused by the Commissioner. Now, I take it 
that this House is one of the worst bodies in the 
world to be set up as an appellate tribunal from 
the decisions of the Patent Office. The law wisely 
leaves the matter to the Commissioner of Patents, 
who examines and decides upon all applications, 
with the evidence before him. But, under the 
practice which has been growing up of late years, 
this Flouse is to be called upon to review the de- 

; cisions of the Commissioner, and to annul these 
decisions, and extend patents to all who have 
been denied extensions at the Patent Office. Not 
only is Congress interfering with the duties of 
the Commissioner in extending patents for seven 
years, as provided for in the law of the Patent 
Office, but weare actually, in somecases, extending 
them to terms as longas fourteen years. Not'only 
are we doing that, but we are giving the parties 
such latitude as not to require them to be limited 

: by their specifications or models. Such a bill was 


|| passed at the last session of Congress, extending 


| a patent, aud which allowed the owner to claim 
‘anything he chose, whether in or outside of his 
specifigagions and model. 

This™kind of legislation, Mr. Chairman, is 
likely to lead to abuses the most serious. It is 
likely to lead to abuses to prejudice the interests 
of other persons, to an utter disregard of their 
rights. And this is uniformly the case whenever 
special legislation is resorted to for the purpose of 
accomplishing private ends, Congress ought to 
have nothing to do with such cases. The only 

, case in which Congress ought ever to interfere in 
| patent extensions is where a party has applied to 
the Patent Office for an extension, and where the 
testimony produced by him is ruled out by tech- 


nicality, or where, by some other means, he has 
‘not had an opportunity to have his ease heard on 
i the mertis. Then, in such case, it is right enough 
‘for this Flouse to allow the patentee to have a 
chance to produce his testimony, and to allow the 
Commissioner to judge fairly and candidly in re- 
| lation to the matter, with all the facts before him. 


| But, instead of acting only in such cases, here we 


; are exten ding patents day after day; and we have 
i now on the Calendar several bills of this sort. It 
| will lead to an utter abrogation of the Patent Of- 
| fice, and of the duties of the Commissioner, if the 
| House determine thus to go on and permit the 
abuses which must necessarily grow out of such 
legislation. 

One word in relation to another matter. There 
, is another thing very remarkable in this bill. The 
i gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Srevens] tells 
i the House that the bill provides that the Govern- 
ment shall have the benefit of this invention, and 
have the right to manufacture these arms. And 


yet, strange to say,in the very next breath the 
gentleman undertakes to demonstrate that the 
i machinery and fixtures cost such a large amount 
; of money that it would be far better for the Gov- 


j; ernment to buy pistols from Mr. Colt, than to 
warrant him in coming to the conclusion he did in |: 
this case? Take the testimony on file before us, |. 
take the statement made in the affidavit, on which | 


undertake to establish machinery to manufacture 
them. If this isso, what does the Government 
make by this provision? It isa mere provision 
in the bill which promises advantages to the Gov- 


amined, is found to give nothing of any sort of 


Ata reasonable calculation he will make’ 


| jection of his petition by the Commissioner of | 


nment, bat which, when it is particularly ex- | 


real, practical, permanent value. Sofar as advant- | 


age to the Government is concerned, this pro- 
-vision in the bill had as well be stricken out. 

Bat another thing is insisted onas an argument 
why this patent should be extended. Etis argued 
that if the extension is not granted, spurious imi- 
tation articles will be made, and that Mr. Colt 
should have the benefit of this advantage of an 
extension, in order to put down the manufacture 
of arlictes which are not equal in value to hisown. 
This argument warrants the conclusion, nay, it 
leads directly to the conclusion, and none other, 
that this House must aid and assist to build up a 
monopoly sufticiently strong, sutiiciently powerful, 
to choke down and prostrate all competition in 
this business, in order that Mr. Colt may reap 
immense peofits, and pocket his hundreds and 
thousands of dollars. Does it mean anything else? 
Can it mean anything else? 

But again: if Colt has had the benefits of a law 
confirmed by the wisdom of this country, which 
grants him a patent for fourteen years, and the 
benefits of an extension for seven years longer, 
has he not-received all that the Government has 
gu@ranteed to him as the reward of hig invention? 
But upon the principle which was laid down by 
.the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Buiss,] there ought 
to be no limitation at all imposed in the granting 
of patents. He tells you that in this country, 
when a man of ingenuity, industry and energ 
achieves a great triumph in science or art, he ought 
to bealiowed to have the benefit of the products of 
his own intellect, and that heought to reap the re- 
wards of it indefinitely. The framers of our laws 
did not think that the benefits should be extended 
for an unlimited period in that way. They thought 
that there was atime when a party would have 
received an ample remuneration, and they fixed 
that time at fourteen years, But they provided, 
also, that there sometimes might be a renewal of 
it, if, upon the facts furnished by the party him- 
self, it should be ascertained, that, for some reason 
or other, he had failed to realize a fair compensa- 
tion, Then, sir, it seems to me that in refusing 
to extend this patent, we are doing nothing of 
which Colt can justly complain; and if we grant 
the extension, we are breaking down all competi- 
tion for the benefit of one single individual. 

But gentlemen tell us, in this connection, that 
whether Mr. Colt is wealthy or poor, it is à mat- 
ter of no sort of consequence in the decision of this 
question. If it is a matter of no sort of interest, 
will gentlemen undertake to explain why it is 
that he is required to exhibit a statement of profits 
upon making his application for an extension at 
the Patent Office? and why he is required to show 
what his profits have been from the invention which 
he desires to have extended? But, according to 
the doctrine here contended for, if he choose not 
to show that evidence there, and if he choose not 
to show it here, weare to be told that it is a mat- 
ter of no moment whether he is worth much or 
litle. If he has made nothing, he is able to show 
that fact, and would be willing and anxious to do 
so. If he has not received anything from the 
New Jersey Company, he ean show it. He can 
demonstrate that fact to the House, and mekeout 
at least a plausible case for asking this House to 
extend the patent for seven years longer. But 


| nothing, absolutely nothing of this kind, is done. 


When this committee shall rise, | hope it will, 
in accordance with the suggestion of my friend 
from Tennessee over the way, (Mr. Zotuicorrer,} 
postpone the decision of this question until some 
future time. But whether they do or not, I shall 
ask the permission of the House to introduce the 
resolution of which I have given notice, in order 
that it may be considered and adopted. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. It has been 
my intention to vote for the bill now under con- 
sideration, but, after what has oceurred this morn- 
ing, 1 cannot do so without giving the grounds 
upon which my opinion and intentions are based, 
I do not know that I have heard precisely the same 
grounds presented by any gentleman, nor do I 
remember to have seen it presented in any report 
that I have read; either in that which emanated 
from the Senate or the House committee. 

I base my judgment upon the policy of, and 
design to be effected by, the laws in regard to 
granting patent-rights, and upon the constitutional 
provisions upon which they are founded. The 
product of the intellect of man, whether in the 
shape of books or useful inventions, were consid- 


ered of so high and meritorious a character as to 
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justify the passage of separate and distinct laws 
in the Constitution of the United States, for the 
purpose of protecting and encouraging them. 

The particular manner in which that encourage- 
ment was to be given, or the extent to which it 
was to be carried, is not provided for or desig- 
nated in,the Constitution of the United States. But 
the Constitution contains what was deemed suffi- 
cient to provide for and secure protection to the 
.party of the right to the enjoyment of the products 
of his own inventions, and to encourage upon 
principles of public policy, the fruits of the intel- 
ject which produce these useful inventions. 

Now, our laws proceed upon the supposition 


that a man is, or 6ught to be, entitled to the exclu- j 


sive use of his own invention for fourteen years. 
You do not thereby deprive anybody else of any 
benefit which they would have derived. In most 
cases, if the inventor had not made the discovery 
in the recesses of his own intellect, no one else 
would have made it, and the benefit derived from 
it would therefore have been lost to the human 
family. 

Now, the ground upon which I am willing to 
extend this patent to Colonel Colt for seven years 
longer, is the simple unequivocal fact that he has 
not enjoyed the benefit of his patent during a 
period of fourteen years, and that he is, according 
to our laws, entitled to enjoy that benefit for that 
time. It is true the patent has been extended 
seven years beyond the time for which it was 
originally granted, but itis also true that he re- 
ceived no benefit whatever from it during that 
period. 

Now, sir, if I were disposed to criticise the law 
itself, 1 should say that it does not give to inventors 
and authors such a protection as ought to be pro- 
vided in carrying out the intention of the Consti- 
tution. | should be disposed to extend the benefit 
of the patent right to the inventor or of the copy- 
right to the author, during his natural life at 
least. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The language of 
the Constitution is ‘* to promote the progress of 
science and useful arts by securing for limited 
times to authors and inventors, the exclusive right 
to their respective writings and discoveries.” The 
gentleman will perceive that it provides expressly 
that these privileges shall be secured for ‘limited 
times.” 


Mr. STANTON. That is very true, but during | 


the life of the author or the inventor is a limited 
time. The period of limitation is not fixed by 
the Constitution, aad you may fix the limit where 
you please. 
Our laws proceed upon the principle that an in- 
ventor, whether rich or poor, is entitled to the 
exclusive use of his own invention for a period of 
fourteen years. I will admit, candidly, that under 
the laws as they now stand, upon legal principles 
strictly carried out, Mr. Colt could not get his 
patent extended, whether he be rich or poor; 
whether he have much, little, or nothing, the 
laws strictly construed would not give him this 
extension, and it is for that very reason that he 
comes here with his application. 
here with his application, and, let me say, that 
application is by no means without precedent, and 
let me say further, that the passage of this bill 
wouid by no means be an unprecedented act. 
Now, sir, this is a very meritorious case, as Í 
understand it. í derive my information chiefly 
from a report made by a gentleman formerly a 
member of this House, now a member of the 


Senate, in which he says, that from 1831 down H 
li Mr. STANTON. 


to 1849, the efforts of Mr. Colt to introduce his 
invention, were attended with nothing but dis- 
aster; andit has been only from 1850 down to the 
present time that he has had any benefit from this 
Invention. And every gentleman upon this floor 
knows very well that the Colt pistol was almost 
unheard of until within a few years past. 
suppose that Colonel Colt has made a great deal 
of money—I! suppose that he has made a very 
considerable amount—tell me whether the rights 
of. the party in reference to the policy on which 
the laws are founded are to be. governed by the 
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But that is neither here nor there. | 


He has come | 


Now, | 


i Now, I wish it distinedy understood, that I do 


i not place my support of this application on the 
ground that Mr. Colt has any legal right to claim 
lan extension, but that, under the policy of the 
law for the purpose of encouraging inventions of 
this kind, it should be granted to him. This point 
being distinctly stated as the ground on which Í 
place my vote, it will be seen that I throw aside 
and disregard the statements made in reference to 
Mr. Colt’s wealth. If he has made a great deal 
of money from 1850 down to the present time, it 
is due to his energy and enterprise. But, sir, I 
take it that the proof in this case, the sworn testi- 
: mony, shows that the whole energies of his mind 
have been addressed to the perfection and intro- 
duction into general use of this important arm, 
and that the whole amount he has made is invest- 
ed in the buildings and machinery necessary for 
its manufacture. 

It is very true, that he has entered on a very 
large adventure in London. The gentleman from 
| Virginia says that the building cost $250,000. 
| Mr. LETCHER. I did not say so. I[ said 
; that Mr. Colt himself said so. 

Mr. STANTON, Very well. Here I may 
say that I know Colonel Colt personally, and that 
l believe with entire confidence any statement he 
i may make. I believe that he is far too honorable 
i to make any misstatements in regard to his own 
| affairs, even if they would carry the bill. He is 
| far too honorable to use any unjustifiable means 
for carrying it. 

Now, l say, that whatever money he has made 
į since 1850, is invested in the machinery and build- 
ings necessary to carry on the manufacture of his 
farms. It is very plain that, by throwing open the 
_ business of making them in February, 1857, the 


i! probability, at least the possibility, is, that the 


i whole amount of money which, by his industry, 
| energy, enterprise, and inventive genius, he has 
| been enabled to make, will be lost. To-morrow 
| morning an invention may be made superior to 
| this, and the whole amount of funds invested in 
| the first may be lost; so that an adventure of this 
| kind is a hazardous thing. Theadventurer may, 
| to be sure, rely upon his knowledge that he has 
! the exclusive right to his manufacture for a certain 
| period, and he may rely upon the possibility and 
| probability that Congress, in its wisdom and lib- 
| erality, will extend the period still longer. 


|| It is unnecessary to enter into some of the 


| points made by the gentleman from New York, 
i (Mr. Currina,] in reference to the possibility of 
| introducing spurious arms from England. I pre- 
i sume, but i do not know the fact, that Mr. Colt 
has obtained patents for his arms in the principal 
countries of the world, and therefore in those 
countries in which arms are most likely to be 
manufactured, they could only be manufactured 
by 

Tuer. CUTTING, (interrupting.) I presume 
that the gentleman from Tennessee has not over- 
looked the fact, that, by the patent laws of Eng- 
land and of France, where an alien is allowed to 
take out a patent based upon an invention made 
in another country, that patent takes effect and 
begins to run from the time of the beginning of 
the original patent granted him in his own coun- 
try. So, that, if a patent was granted here in 
1836, and a patent was taken out in England or 
France, the date of the foreign letters patent would 
be precisely that of the day in which the original 

atent was issued here. 
Theconsideration urged by 
the gentleman from New York is not a very im- 
portant one. | know that many civilized nations 
extend their patents, and maintain the rights of 
patentees much longer than we do, and that they 
extend a much greater protection to inventors and 
authors than the Government of the United States 
does. But these are not the points to which Tam 
addressing my argument. | understand that there 
are only two interests in this case to be regarded 
in estimating the propriety or impropriety of 
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passing the billnow before the committee. One 
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jis the public interest in having. the unlimited 
| right of using Mr. Colt’s invention, and the other 
| is the private interest of Mr. Colt in making what 
| profit he can out of his own invention. . These 
| Interests, I acknowledge, are antagonistical.to a 
certain extent. I do not agree with those gentle- 
men who insist that it will probably lead to the 
benefit of the public pecuniarily that Colonel Colt 
may be permitted to enjoy the monopoly of this 
manufacture for a longer period. It may or may 
not be so. One thing, though, I believe conscien- 
tiously, and that is, that it will do litde orno injury 
to the public, although I would not say that. the 
public would be benefited pecuniarily by-a mon- 
opoly continued to Colonel Colt. a 

On the other hand, there are the rights of in- 
ventors to be protected to a reasonable extent, 
The history of civilization shows that inventors 
in all ages have been badly treated, and that the 
greatest benefactors of the world,in many instan- 
ces, have been deprived of the benefit of their in- 
vestigations; and it was on.this very account that 
a provision was inserted in the Constitution'of the 
United States, that inventors and authors should, 
for limited periods, have the exclusive right,to use 
their own inventions, and print their own produc- 
tions. You must balance these two considerationg, 
so that the principle of public policy upon which 
| our laws are based will counterbalance the public 
| disadvantage of permitting Colonel Colt to make 
these arms himself. ‘hat is the whole question; 
and, in my judgment, it is unnecessary to go to 
| other considerations. I think that the principle of 
| public policy overbalances the injury to the public’ 
which must result from a continuance of this mon- 
opely-—if they choose to call it so—fora period 
of seven years longer, f crore 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, it was.not 
i my purpose to have said one word on this ques- 
tion, nor would } have done so but for the course 
i of the remarks indulged in by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Cuiweman,] my colleague, 
| (Mr. Lercuer,] and some others. I beg leave to 
say in the outset that, as a general rule, I am op- 
posed to monopolies of all sorts. But I was. not 
a little amused in the discussion of this question 
at the course of remarks pursued by the distin- 
guished and learned gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Currine.] But before I pay. my respects to 
him, I must indorse, to some extent, the correcte 
ness of the views expressed by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Sranron.] | : 

{tis true, Mr. Chairman, that it has been the 
policy of this Government to reward energy, to re- 
ward enterprise, and to encourage the industrious 
mechanic. And I can appreciate the motives 
which have induced omimpelled the gentleman 
from Tennessee, who I hope will not be offended 
at the remark, to give his support tothe bill. I 
| should be surprised to find any gentleman on this 
floor, himself being a mechanic, who would go in 
opposition to it. 

You not only reward the talent of the inventor, 
| but do you not also reward politicians of the 
| country? Why, Mr. Chairman, the country. re- 
wards men for services, by promoting them to the 
office of President, or Secretary of State, or Min- 
ister, or other official post. Why does it do so? 
Asa reward for their political learning or other per- 
sonal talents. My colleague yielded the floor to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Curzine;] and 
for what purpose? : For the purpose of personal 
explanation. . I need not.remind the committee of 
the character of that personal explanation. I need 
not remind the committee that that gentleman 
evinced no disposition to attack this bill when he 
solicited. the foor: He came forward as the-coun- 
sel against Mr. Colt; and that was his duty. He 
i desired to make a personal explanation, he said. 
Shall 1, 1 repeat, remind this committee of. the 
character of that personal explanation? Did che 
stop when he had made that personal -explana- 
tion? Oh no, sir, With the ingenuity charac- 
teristic of the lawyer, and a man of talent, he 
went on to argue against this bill. Sir, might 
ask the learned gentleman from New. York, if he 


has any constituents who would like to engage in 
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the manufacturing of arms, so as to compete 
with Mr. Colt?’ I donot know how that fact may 
be. if I could put a question so derogatory to 
the honor of my learned friend from New York, 
how would he answer? I shall not undertake to 
say. ButI might ask the gentleman from New 
York another question. [ might ask him whether 
he would have opposed the extension of Mr. 
Colt’s patent, if there had not been exertions used 
on the other side of the question. We were told 
by the perfectly disinterested and patriotic gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Crixeman,] that 
money, in hundreds and thousands of dollars, had 
been offered here to buy up members. Who, I 
ask him, who? 

Mr. CUTTING, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man says that he might do such a thing, and he 
might do another. He might ask me sucha ques- 
tion,and hemightask meanother. Now, laskhim, 
whether he does ask me such a question? Because, 
if he does, I will answerit. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, really I would like 
to know, but I do not like to give up my time. 

Mr. CUTTING. I am willing to answer, and 
I should like to know whether he asks me. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, I will ask the gen- 
tleman, if he has any constituents who have been 
engaged in the manufacture of arms, or who desire 
to engage in that business? 

Mr. CUTTING. ‘Then, in answer to that in- 
quiry, I reply, that no human being, manufacturer 
or otherwise, rich or poor, capitalist or impover- 
ished, has ever opened his lips to me upon the 
subject, excepting upon two occasions, one when 
I was solicited to vote for the bill, and upon the 
occasion when the attorney of those who once 
employed me, begged me to goforit. 1s the gen- 
tleman answered? 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, it is a sort of law- 
yer-like answer. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CUTTING. Then up and down, hori- 
zontally, vertically, and diagonally, and in every 
shape and form I answer no. Is the gentleman 
answered now? [Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr McMULLIN. How did the gentleman 
happen to appear as counsel? Who employed 

im? 


im? 

Mr.CUTTING. Somegentlemen had the bad 
taste to suppose that I could be of service to them, 
and they parted with their money in consideration 
of my services. [Laughter.] 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, f do not think they 
displayed bad taste or bad judgment, for if I hads 
a cause in court Í should like to have the gentle- 
man for my counsel, for | consider him as one of 
the most adroit and astute legal gentlemen upon 
this floor. ({Laughter.] 

But [have been diverted from my course of re- 
marks. We have been told by the gentleman 
from North Carolina that money has been spent, 
in this case, to buy up members of Congress. Or, 
to be more particular, for I wish to state the gen- 
tleman correctly, he staged that he had been in- 
formed that thousands of dollars had been offered 
to induce members of Congress, either to vote for 
the bill, or to absent therselves—that is, in other 
words, to dodge. I should like to have the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina name the man. 

Mr. CLUNGMAN. I have repeated my state- 
ment once or twice. I suppose it was this: that 
friends of members had said to them that they 
would make large sums of money, if this bill 
passed—thousands of dollars. Two hundred 
thousand was the last sum I heard mentioned. A | 
gentleman said to me it would be worth 200,000 
tohim. My statement was, that friends of mem- 
bers had said to them that, if this bill passed, they 
would make so much—some of them spoke in 
thousands and some in hundreda. 

I went on further to state, that I did not believe 
that members would be influenced'by that sort of 
pressure. Of course, I supposed that this House 
would see, that if these allegations were well; 
founded, and Mr. Colt could afford to give so 
much money, he must have been doing a good 
business. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Iam not prepared to say 
what has, and what has not been done outside. I 
hope and believe that no gentleman in this House, 
is capable of allowing himself to be influenced by 
any such means, either in or out of this House. 
I am as much opposed as the gentleman from 
Worth Carolina can be, to those outside influences, | 


that I do not know Mr. Colt, nor do I know who 


-he hoped the whole united. Virginia delegation in 


but agents there are here, and agents there ever 


have been, and ever will be. Wearéall aware of 
that fact, and of the effect. It has been- the cus- 
tom of the country, and surely the gentleman from: | 
North Carolina does not mean to leave the im- 
pression upon this House and upon the country, | 
that Mr. Colt is liable to the charge which his 
language would seem to imply, of intending 
directly, or indirectly, to influence the members of 
the American Congress to give a vote in violation 
of their duty, and the oath which they have taken. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I never saw Mr. Colt in 
my life, nor did £ ever see his opponents; I de net 
know any oneéof them. I merely said that these per- 
sons represented that they would get Jarge sums 
of money. Well, if it comes from Mr. Colt, I 
cannot understand how he can afford to pay it, 
unless he has been doing a large and profitable 
business. I do not know that the money comes | 
from him, but I should imagine that Mr. Colt has | 
some connection with the matter; he may not have | 
directly, with these particular persons. He has 
gentlemen in his employ, gentlemen who are his 
professed attorneys,and they have the undoubted 
right to use all the arguments, and all the solici- 
tations they choose. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, I stated 


his agents here are. My attention was called to | 
this subject by a southern gentleman, at a time 
when I had not determined how I should vote 
upon it. A gentleman who had traveled exten- 
sively, who had attended the World’s Fair, in 
London, approached me upon the subject, and 
asked me how I was going to vote upon the Colt’s | 
pistol case. I told him I did notknow. He said | 


Congress would go for it. I asked him why? He 
replied that when in England, two years since, to 
attend the World’s Fair, he heard everywhere | 
American enterpriseand American articles spoken | 
of with reproach, because of the want of skill dis- | 
played in their manufacture. But when Colt’s | 
pistols came to be examined, they were pronounced | 
to be superior to anything known in Europe or | 
elsewhere. He said that he then felt proud that 
he was a Virginian and an American citizen, and 
that I, assuch, ought to encouragean inventor who | 
had brought so much honor and credit to the | 
country. And, sir, my colleague,[Mr. Levcuer,] 
although he opposes this measure with so much 
zealasa member of this House, would, as a private 
citizen, yield to this discovery all the advantages 
that are claimed for it. There are men in this 
House, who were in the Army during the late 
Mexican war, who will bear ample testimony to 
the usefulness of the invention. They will tell 
you that the red men of the forest were terror- || 
stricken by these fire-arms; that they could not 
comprehend them; and that they struck terror to 
their hearts as effectually as Old Hickory himself | 
would havedone if he had been alive and present. |: 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) If the gen- 
tleman will yield to me for a moment, I desire to | 
say a word more in reference to the outside influ- | 
ences which have been brought to bear upon mem- | 
bers in connection with this bil. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have no more time to 
spare; but I will yield to the gentleman, if he will 
be brief. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I believe there have been 
a good many pistols given away to members of || 


| British too, 


Congress; and I take it for granted that the gen- | 
tlemen who have given them away are connected ; 
with this application. [do not intend to say that | 
the vote of any member has been influenced from | 
any such source. I do not believe any such thing. | 
I do not say that it would beimproper for a mem- || 
ber to receive one of these pistols. This is a! 
matter that every gentleman must determine for jl 
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himself. Perhaps they were not presented with 
any design of having an effect in reference to this |, 
bill; bat I take it for granted that the gentleman `] 
who has been disposing of these pistols is con- | 
nected with Mr. Colt in some way. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have no doubt that he j 
has disposed of these pistols as he had a perfect | 
right.to do. [do not know whether the gentle- 
man from North Carolina has had the good for- 
tune to receive one or not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. IThavenot, and, under the 
circumstances, with this bill pending before the 
House, I should not feel at liberty to receive one. 


I do not mean to say that there would be any- i 


thing absolutely improper in doing it. Other gen- 
tlemen may have-done it; and if so, it is not for 
me to cast any censure upon them. Asa private 
citizen, I might accept one if it were offered me. 
But when it was offered to me as gy member of 
Congress, in view of this application, Í should not 
feel at liberty to accept it. When it was under- 
stood that the gentleman was attorney, or in 
any way interested in this application, I should of 
course have felt some delicacy. Iam layingdown 
a rule for myself, and nobody else. I know that 
those who take a view of the question different 
from mine are quite as fastidious as I am in this 
regard, F 

Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the gentleman will 
not make a half dozen of speeches. Hesays that 
he has not accepted pistols from Mr. Colt. I do 
not know this inventor; and I here say, that I am 
willing to go with the gentleman from North Car- 
olina and my colleague, to raise a committee of 
investigation as to whether there has been any 
intrigue or corruption in regard to this, or any 
other proposition which is now or has been before 
the House. ` ` 

Mr. Chairman, I repeat that there are men upo 
this floor who know and can fully appreciate the 
value of this arm. It has been of immense ser- 
vice to our soldiers on bloody fields. This being 
so, is it not the duty of Congress to reward men 
distinguished for their great service to the country ? 
Certainly. This man has made his name cele- 
brated by his great inventive genius. His arms 
have added luster to the American name. Years 
of toil and suffering have been devoted to their 
perfection, and he should now receive at our hands 
sincere thanks and ample compensation. 

{ do not blame gentlemen who are opposed to 
fighting and war for opposing this extension. If 
1 were like my friend from New York, [Mr. 
Surru,] and others, I myself might. be opposed to 
it. Those of us who hold different views ought, 
onthe other hand,to yield it our votes. If it 
should be my fate to go to war, | would want 
on the field of battlethe real and genuine weapon, 
and not one by imitating manufacturers, which 
would burst in my hands—one more dangerous 
at the breech than at the muzzle. 

What was done by Congress the other day? 
Whose patent did you extend? You extended 
Mr. Bishop’s patent for the manufacture of cloth. 


| Have we not enough of manufactories of cloth 


in the country already, North, South, East, and 
West? Have we not enough without extending 
Mr. Bishop’s patent? In that case, the extension 
was allright. Here, however, we have objection. 
In this case, one of the greatest inventions of the 
age, and which has done us so much credit, the 
extension is refused. Ido not represent a mer- 
cantile constituency, but an agricultural and me- 
chanical one. Those interests, of course, 1 am 
disposed to encourage. I shall encourage me- 
chanics. I myself belong to the working class of 
the community, and am atall times ready to stand 
by it. I shall vote for the bill, because I believe 
it is for the just and deserved extension of a pat- 
ent for one of the greatest inventions of American 
ingenuity. Ido not care whether Mr. Colt has 
made money or not. The testimony on that point, 
however, is clashing. He ought to make money, 
and I am willing that he shall do so, and off the 
(Laughter. ] 

Mr. PRATT. As the Representative of the 
district in which Mr. Colt resides, ! feel called on 
to make a brief explanation in reference to his 
pecuniary condition, and also to disabuse the minds 
of members of this House and the’country in re- 
gard to some of the statements and ramors which 
have been made, not only upon this floor, but out 
of this Hall. 

In the first place, I was somewhat surprised at 
the remark which fell from the gentleman from 
North Carolina. He made a charge that bribery 
had been used in this case; but he afterwards 
qualified it in answer to a remark made by my 
friend from Georgia, [Mr, Sewarp.] » I shall ask 
my friend from North Carolina, a gentleman for 
whom I have always entertained the highest re- 
gard, if he had any reference to me in any of the 
remarks he made? [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Itake the greatest pleas- 
ure in saying that I did not even know that Mr. 
Colt lived in the district of my friend from Con- 
necticut, and I have never heard the gentleman’s 
name connected with the affair. I will say, fur- 


ther, that my object in referring to the extraor- 
dinary rumors about bribery being resorted to in 
this case, was, if possible, to bring public opinion 
to bear to correct this pressure from without. It 
may turn out that some good case will be lost, 
owing to the fact that the lobby are active in secur- 
ing its passage. If this system of lobbying is to 
go on; if we are to have this eternal outside pres- 


sure, so that a gentleman cannot come into this | 


Hall without somebody touching his elbow and 
saying, ‘“ Well, how does the Colt case come on? 
if it should get through, it would be a very hand- 
some thing for me; Í shall get so many thousands. 
1f you cannot vote for it, have not you some bus- 
iness to attend to elsewhere when it happens to 
come up?-—I say, if this kind of thing is to go 
on, the result will be, that it will excite such pre- 
judice against these outside influences as to en- 
danger the passage of very meritorious cases. 
Mr. PRATT. The explanation of the gentle- 
man is perfectly satisfactory, although in relation 
to this matter of bribery any explanation from 


him, or any other gentleman, would be entirely | 


unnecessary as far as my standing at home is con- 
cerned, for such a charge would at once fall to the 
ground. There is not a political opponent in the 


district I have the honor to represent who would | 


believe that I would be guilty of receiving or using 


money directly or indirectly, or countenancing | 


anything of the kind, with a view of effecting the 
passage of this bill, or any other. 


Colt, and I am proud to acknowledge him as my 
personal and particular friend. He has never, 


an his conversations with me, alluded to lobby in- į 


fluence, or stated that he had an agent here, or 
had furnished funds to carry through this measure. 
I spent two or three hours with him when I was 
at home on a visit to my family last month. To 
be sure, he does not disguise the fact that he is 
anxious for a renewal of his patent, and he gives 
his reasons why it should be granted, which to 


me have proved satisfactory; and I have no doubt ; 


they would prove equally so to any other gentle- 
man who should hear them from his own lips. 
But enough on that point. 


The remarks of the attorney—the lawyer— | 
the gentleman from New York, [a laugh,} might | 


be excused; for, after so long an absence from 
his seat here, he doubtless thought it expedient 
to let his constituents know that he had returned 
once more. [Laughter.] A great deal has been 
said here by gentlemen in relation to the wealth 
of Mr. Colt. When he removed to Connecticut 


from New Jersey he was poor, and greatly in debt; || 
but, fortunately, he has released himself from hiss | 


embarrassments. 
For the success attending Mr. Colt’s exertions 


and industry, he was indebted to friends who— | 


numbering, Í believe, some thirty or forty in all— 
contributed funds to enable him to prosecute his 
business. {do not stand hereto plead Mr. Colt’s 
poverty. He has been, of late, successful; and if 
ever there was a man that invented anything in 
the shape of an arm for self-defense who was en- 
titled to success, certainly Colonel Colt was sucha 
man. Mr. Colt, when he commenced, hired a large 
building, known asthe Porter Manufacturing Mills, 
and has occupied it since, and occupies it now. 
But he does not own it. 
menced building an armory which, when com- 
pleted, will doubtless be a model for the world. 
But I say, on the honor of a gentleman, that, in 
my opinion, there is not an intelligent man in his 
district, nor any man who knows anything about 
this matter, that believes Mr. Colt has got money 
enough to complete the work which he has begun, 
and fulfill tbe contracts that he has undertaken. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will my friend from Con- 
necticut (Mr. Prarr] permit me to make an 
inquiry of him? 

Mr. PRATT. Certainly. 

Mr. LETCHER. I see from the affidavit 
furnished by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. 


I have the | 


pleasure of a personal acquaintance with Colonel : 
ji 


He has, however, com- | 


I 
1 


į 
| 


ap | 
| 
i 
| 
i 


i| any man. 


Srevexs,] that the machinery, tools, fixtures, and | 


other property owned by Mr, Colt, in Hartford, 
Connecticut, is valued at $450,000. I desire to 
know from my friend from Connecticut whether 
he considers that a fair valuation? 

Mr. PRATT. In answer to the inquiry of my 
friend from Virginia, I would say that I have no 
personal knowledge on that point; but I have 
here in my possession letters which F can read to 
the committee, if they desire it, which throw some 


Governor Trumbull, once an honorable member of 
this House. Another is Mr. Belknap, president 
of the Bank in which Mr. Colt transacts his 
business. These gentlemen estimate Mr. Colt’s 
wealth not to exceed $200,000 or $250,000, and 
that in machinery. Mr. Belknap says that within 
the last six months he knew Mr. Colt to buy steel, 
and other materials used in the manufacture of 
arms, on credit, and to give notes for the purchase 
of them, not having the money to pay their cost. 

_ Mr. LETCHER. Does the gentlefhan know 
William Tuttle? 

Mr. PRATT. Ido. 

Mr. LETCHER. Ishe a man of character and 
veracity ? 

Mr. PRATT. He is. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, Mr. Tuttle says that 
Mr. Colt is worth $450,000. 

Mr. PRATT. i would remark that Mr. Wil- 
liam Tuttle is a manufacturer of arms; and | sup- 
pose he would be very glad of the chance of being 
able to manufacture arms himself. Ido not think, 
however, if he were engaged in it, he would man- 
ufacture spurious articles; for I know he is an 
honest man. 

Mr. LETCHER. He gives his affidavit, stating 
this fact, as Colt’s agent. 

Mr. PRATT. 
in his establishment or possession machinery to 
the amount of $450,000. 1 have no personal 
knowledge in regard to that matter. I have seen 
his establishment, and visitedit. Itis not such an 
establishment. as that which he intends to have. 
And here | will remark that Mr. Colt is nota 
miserly man. No man that knows him can fail 


magnanimous men of the place. And his object 
in seeking the extension of his patent is not so 
much to amass wealth as to build up for himself 
fame. Nobody that knows him can doubt the 
truth of what I say in that regard. 

I must say something now in reference to the 
statements made as to Mr. Colt’s immense for- 
tune, and to the story of his being worth a million 
of dollars, and so on. It is not correct. The 
statements have been exaggerated, doubtless, for 
effect, 

Now, one word in relation to lobbying in favor 
of this arm. I do know that there was a gentle- 
| man here from the city of New York, in the early 
part of the session, engaged in that business. 
There were men here during the first part of this 
session lobbying against this arm; and 1 was told 
that others were employed to do so. I do not 
know the fact; and, therefore, I do not make the 
distinct charge. E 

Something has been said in relation to Mr. 
Colt’s establishment in England. Mr. Colt estab- 
lished an armory in England because he believed 
it to be for his interest to keep upon good terms 
with the British Government. He had the same 
interest in doing so that any man would have 
similarly situated; but he had no idea of trans- 


American,and has as noble an American heart as 
He did so because it would subserve 
his pecuniary interest. But the work is done in 
this country, in Connecticut, and is carried across 


there. 


motion that the committee rise? ; 
Mr. PRATT. I will be brief, Mr. Chairman. 


| in the beginning, that I would not detain the com- 


bad I not deemed it a duty I owed to Mr. Colt, to 


the time of the House unnecessarily. 

One remark in relation to the committee. The 
committee had this matter under consideration, 
and reported, as members well know, in favor of 
the renewal of the patent. I think some weight is 
due to the opinion of your committee, who have 
investigated the matter. 
members for what it is worth. Gentlemen have 
heard the report, and doubtless most of them have 
read it. i 

I would remark, Mr. Chairman, in relation to 
Mr. Colt’s career, that he has been helped by 


I do not deny that Mr. Colt has | 


to admire his generosity. He is one of the most | 


ferring his business across the Atlantic. He is an | 


the Atlantic in detached pieces, and is put together || 


Mr. McNAIR. Will the gentleman yield to a | 


I intend always to fulfill my promises; and I said, |) 
mittee long; and I would not have said a word, | 


this House, and to the country. Gentlemen will į 
bear me witness that I am disinclined to consume | 


But that will pass with į 


wealthy friends.. When he first embarked in the 
enterprise, his father, with-other friends, opposed 
him. He had every. difficulty to encounter; and 
he came down to Baltimore, and. was almost an 
exile there, and was secluded for. two or. three 
years. ` But finally, by the aid of some. of-his 
mother’s relatives, he procured funds, by which 
he was enabled to perfect this arm. . When. he 
went to New Jersey, it is well known that he was 
bankrupt. He was obliged to make the best bar- 
gain in his power to procure capital for. carrying 
on his operations. He did succeed. with some 
acquaintances of his, in obtaining facilitiesfor 
manufacturing his pistols; but he had no. capital 
invested in the establishment; and I do not: sup- 
pose there is a member of this House who sup- 
poses he had. Well, sir, he left that establish- 
ment without means—at least so I am credibly in- 
formed. I have no personal knowledge of any of 
these facts. Mr. Colt himself told them to me, 
and with me his word is as good as my. own per- 
sonal knowledge. From New Jersey he went to 
Connecticut, and there some of his friends made 
up a purse for him, by which he was enabled to 
prosecute his manufacturing. And therë he'did 
prosecute it successfully, J admit. hae 

Now, Mr. Chairman, admitting that, Mr: Colt 
has made millions upon millions by this invention, 
is thatany good or valid objection to therenewal of 
his patent? Sir, I claim that this invention-is one 
that has done honor to America. It is oné of 
which every. American ought to be proud. -It 
stands preéminently above every other arm ever 
invented’in this or any other country. And, be- 
cause Mr, Colt did succeed finally in making a 
little competency, because he succeeded in making 
a fortune, if you please, is that any valid reason 
for refusing the extension of his patent? I cer- 
tainly think it is not, and I believe the good sense 
of this House will agree with me that it is not. 

Again, I call the attention of the committee to 
the fairness and honor which Mr. Colt has shown 
in this whole matter. He has not sought to take 
any advantage of the Government. It is true 
that it has been said that the Government will 
never find it for its interest to take advantage of 
the right granted in this bill, that the cost of ma 
chinery would be so great that the Government 
would procure its arms to be manufactured rather 
than manufacture them itself; but such is not the 
fact. Dearly all the machinery at our national 
| armories at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry could 
| be applied to the purpose of manufacturing these 
jarms. At least, such is the fact in reference to 
that at Springfield, as | know from my own per- 
sonal examination, and I have no doubt the same 
species of machinery is used at Harper’s Ferry. 
Some additional machinery would be required, 
| but with the full privilege of manufacturing which 
this bill gives, the Government would find no dif- 
ficulty in applying the invention to its own ad~ 
vantage at the national armories. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let me state what seems 
to me to be a matter of more importance than any 
|| thing else connected with this matter, and which 
has been alluded to by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. MeMuuuin.] So long as Mr. Colt 
has the control of the manufacture of thisarm, the 
public are safe in the use of it. He is scrupulously 
particular in the inspection of every pistol that 
goes out from his establishment. While he is at 
home he inspects them himself, and when he is 
: absent that duty is intrusted to a gentleman who 
is a good judge offire arms, and who never allows 
| one to pass his inspection that is not. perfect in- 
i| strument. He takes much pride in knowing the 
i fact, which weall know, that his pistols seldom, 
iif ever, burst. They are much more perfect than 
the arms made under the direction of the Gen- 
| eral Government, judging from the number which 
are broken in their use. h , 

Mr. Chairman, I -have nothing more to say 
upon this subject. I ask pardon of the committee 
‘for detaining them one moment. I should not 
‘have done it but for the reason that I felt it to be 
ii my daty as a matter of justice to the committee 
|| and to Mr. Colt, tosay a word in reference to the 
|! statements which have been made. 

Mr. McNAIR. I move that the committee do 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to... 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. STANTON, 
of Kentucky,) reported that a Committee of the 


| 
i 
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COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY. 5 

Mr. LETCHER. J now ask leave to intro- 
duce the resolution which I have indicated, in ref- 
erence to the charges made here to-day. 

Mr. WALSH. I object, on the ground that 
all such things end in smoke. They are, in gen- 
eral, miserable farces, ` i 

Mr. LETCHER. Let it be tested. 
 Several’Memsens. Let the resolution be read 
for information. f 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

_ Resolved, That a committee of members be ap- 
pointed to inquire whether money has been offered to mem- 
bers, or other. illegal or improper means used to induce 
members to aid in securing the passage of a bill to extend 
Colts patent for seven years; and also whether money has 
been offered to members, or other illegal or improper means 
used, either directly or indirectly, to secure the passage of 
any bill through Congress; and that said committee shali 
have power to, send for, persons and papers, with authority 
to examine wiinesses on oath. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope there will be no objec- 
tion to the resolution, or to the amendment which 
I desire to move. 

Mr. WALSH. Ihave specifically objected to 
the introduction of the resolution. 

Mr. LETCHER.. I would be glad if the gen- 
tleman would withdraw his objection, and let the 
resolution pass. 

Mr. WALSH. If the gentleman. will assure 
me that he seriously believes anything will grow 
out of it, I will withdraw my objection. 

Mr. LETCHER. If [had not supposed that 
it was due to this House, and due to the country, 
that something of that sort should be done, I 
should not have offered it, 

Mr. WALSH. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I call for the previous 
question on the adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question received a second, 

Mr. SEWARD. [hope the resolution will be 
modified, so as to embrace as well those opposed 


to the extension of the patent as those who are in | 


its favor. 

Mr. LETCHER. Iam for making it as broad 
as gentlemen want it. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let all be embraced. 

Mr. LETCHER. I will fill the blank with 
the word “ five,” and I will also modify the 
amendment by adding “or defeat” after the word 
“passage,” where it occurs, 

Ar. CHAMBERLAIN. I call for the yeas 
and nays upon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. PRATT. Thope the resolution will pass 
unanimously. 

The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 move to postpone the con- 
aideration of the resolution until T'nuesday next, 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jones, of | 


Tennessee, in the chair.) ‘That motion is not in 
order, the main question having been ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
move to lay the resolution upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. That motion would be in 
order. 

Mr. SEWARD. Would it be in order for me 
to make any remarks? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be. 

Mr. JONES. Well, I will take the.responsi- 
bility of moving to lay the resolution upon the 
table, because I do not believe it will amount to 
anything. 7 

The question was taken on Mr. Jonus’s mo- 
tion; and it was disagreed to. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, it was put, and the resolution was 
agreed to, 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois, moved to 


reconsider the vote by which the resolution was £ 
adopted, and also moved to Jay the motion to | 


reconsider on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by | 


Aspury Dicks, Esq., its Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed ‘An act 


making appropriations for the construction of cer- | 


tain military roads in the Territories of Nebraska 
and Washington,” and twenty-two bills of a pri- 
yate character. 


Is it in order to i 


i 
| 
i! 
i 


| 


| 
i 
i 
t 


i taining copies of letters addressed to that Depart- 
i ment by S.J. Briggs, general appraiser of the 
: Pacific coast, O. P. Sutton, and P. S. Roach, the 
| legal appraisers for the port of Saa Francisco, į 


; cation was referred to the Committee of Ways 


į Some other gentleman should be appointed in my 


| the Speaker to appoint another g 


i other gentleman; and the present cceupant can | 
‘not, asa matter of course, know of himself the i 
‘facts connected with the case. 


: being entered, for the reason that a quorum—as 


House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed té; and, thereupon, (at 
four o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned until 
Monday, at twelve o’closk, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mownpay, July 10, 1854. H 


The House miet at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. 


The Journal of Saturday wasread and approved. 


The SPEAKER appointed the following gen- 
tlemen the select committee under the resolution | 
adopted on Saturday last, upon the use of im- 
proper means to influence the votes of members: 
Messrs. Lercuer, Tuursron, Cuineman, T. D. 
Erot, Expy, Curtine, and ZoLLICOFFER. 

The SPEAKER laid before the HLouse a com- 
munication from the Treasury Depariment, con- 


Prayer 


and also a memorial from the merchants of that | 
place, asking the erection by the Government of 
a building at San Francisco for the use of the 
appraisers, and to enable them promptly and cor- 
rectly to discharge their duties in presenting an 
estimate of the value of imported merchandise. 
On motion by Mr. LATHAM, the communi- 


and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to call the attention 
of the House to what has usually been treated as 
a question of privilege. As the Clerk read over | 
the Journal, T observed that my name was placed | 
upon the investigating committee raised on Satur- | 
day last. It will be remembered by the Ffouse | 
that I expressed a very decided opinion that cer- 
tain facts and allegations were true, Although | 
my expression of opinion ought not, of course, to 
influence me, and I suppose it would not, yet I! 
think it would be more satisfactory to others that | 


place, inasmuch as I might be looked upon as 
standing in the light of a prosecutor, or one who 
made the charge. I hope, therefore, that the 
House will allow the Speaker to substitute an- | 
other gentleman in my place. Fora week or so | 
I have been quite unwell, although for that reason 
alone. I would not decline serving upon the com- | 
mittee; yet I think it due that the report of the 
committee should come from persons who have 
not expressed any opinion upon the point mad 
by me on Saturday last. [hope the House will | 
see the propriety of excusing me, and allowing | 


entleman in my | 
place. 

‘The question was taken; and, on a division, | 
there were—ayes 79, noes not counted. 

So Mr. Cuixemaw was excused from service on | 
the committee of investigation. | 

The SPEAKER. There is a proposition pend. | 
ing to suspend the rules of the Elouse, and on | 
the subject of that proposition there is a question | 
of order pending over since last Monday week. | 
The chair was then temporarily occupied’ by an- | 


| “Mr, WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. 


| benefits thereof. ”? 
Several MEMBERS. 


Read the resolution. 
The Clerk reported the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the officers, clerks, messengers, and other 
employés of the legislative department of the Government, 


shali be paid an i 


ased compensation of twenty per 
cent. Upon the compensation now received by them respect- 
ively ; and the rae gers and pubtic folders of the House 
| of Representatives shall not receive Jess than is allowed to 
the messengers of the Senate, of the same class; such in- 
creased compensation to commence from the Istof July, 
1853; and that a sum sufficient to pay the same to the 30th 
June, 1855, be hereby appropriated out of avy money inthe 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That no 
person whose compe ton was increased. by the aet ap- 
proved Aprii 22, 1854, shall be benefited by this joiut reso- 
lution: nd provide! further, That the usual extra com- 
pensation shall not hereafter be allowed to any person 
receiving the benefit of this joint resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering 
the rules of the House to be suspended, so as to 
permit the introduction of the joint resolution just 
read. 

Mr. WALSH. On that question I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, 
on ordering the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CAMPBELL 
[and PratT were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported 31 in the affirmative, (a sufficient num- 
ber.) 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk then commenced calling the roll. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (when his name 
was called,) said: Itis rather late in the day to 
| make a question of order, but I understand that 
| the resolution which was reported at the Clerk’s 
| desk this morning, and upon which we are now 
| voting, is not the one which was offered by the 


I demand tellers 


ii gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Curtis,] 
i two weeks ago,and for the introduction of which 


i he moved to suspend the rules. 
| Mr. CURTIS. It is not exactly the same 
resolution. 

Mr. JONES. Have not words been interpo- 
lated into the resolution ? 

Mr. CURTIS. The words “and public fold- 
ers’? were not in the original resolution. ` . 

Mr. JONES. And they nave been interlined 
since the resolution was offered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I suggest, 
that inasmuch as it is stated by the gentleman 


i| from Pennsylvania that there has been, by some 


; means or other, 1 do not know what, an interpo- 
slation of some words into the resolution since he 
* presented it two weeks since, which were not in- 
| tended to be there, that the vote be taken over 


ii again. 


I ask if 
i the resolution was not read to the House this 
Morning, and if we are not voting to suspend the 
: rules for the purpose of introducing the resolution 
| which was read? 

| The SPEAKER. The resolution was read. 
| This is rather a singular case, and the Chair does 
‘not recollect of the occurrence of any such case 
‘before. ‘The Chair‘asks the House to recollect 
i the fact that the clerks, at least, are not to be ac- 
cused of having made the interpolation upon the 
paper. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 


The Chair is, ! 
however, informed by the Clerk, thatthe gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee (Mr. Jones] objected to the motion 


i 
he assumed—was not present. The Chair would | 
inquire whether or not the fact could have been | 
known to the Chair on that occasion, or to the! 
Licuse, as to there being a quorum present? i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I madethat point, | 
and I am very confident that there was not a. 
quorum present, F think that:hat would be found | 
to be the opinion of every gentleman in the House | 
t the time, if it can be now recollected. i 
The SPEAKER. The question is a very | 
curious one, 
Mr. JONES, 
that I made. 


PAY OF LEGISLATIVE EMPLOYEES. 


I withdraw the question of order 


i 


: Curris,] as a matter of course, supposed that he 
ad the right to modify the resolution. That 
ght, under the circumstances, and under the 
ule, he would not have. It is true that, under the 


i rules of the House, the mover of a proposition 
i may modify it before the Elouse has acted upon 


: it. 
. Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) But I un- 


|; derstand the gentleman from Pennsylvania does 


not propose to offer the resolution in the form in 
which itis presented now. If that is the case, 


|, the vote which is being taken-amounts to nothing; 


! certainly not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Notatall. Iun- 
derstand that the resolution was offered from the 
Committee on Accounts; and since it was offered 

ere, it has not been before that committee to be 
altered by them. 
|} TheSPEAKER. The decision of the Chairis, 


. that a single member of a committee has no author- 


| ity to alter a report himself, without the authority 
po à 3 : of the committee. 
joint resolution to fix the compensation of the |! 


It is algo true that, after a mo- 


tion has been made to suspend the rules for: the 
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purpose of introducing a particular matter, it is 


not proper to withdraw that matter; but itis also | 


true that the resolution, as it now stands, was 
read, and put to the House as the thing to be of- 
fered, if the rules were suspended. The Chair is 
not aware that any wrong has been done to any 
one in reference to it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Lunderstand that the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania does not propose to 
offer this resolution as it has been reported, if the 
rules are suspended. 

The SPEAKER. Wasthe resolution, as read 
this morning, a different paper from the one pre- 
sented two weeks ago? 

Mr. CURTIS. The printed resolution was the 
one I offered two weeks ago, and in reference to 
that | supposed the vote was being taken now. | 
do not propose to add the words ‘public folders,” 
and by no act of the committee, or of myself, 
have these words been interpolated. f propose 
the resolution as I offered it two weeks ago, and 
as it then stood. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania denies having placed those words there. 
The clerks say they did not put them there, and 
there can be Ho doubt of the fact, in the opinion 
of the Chair, that the clerks state the fact cor- 
rectly. He has had too much intercourse with 
them to doubt the correctness of their statement. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I desire to say 
a word of explanation. I did notintend to imply 
that any clerk of this House made the interpola- 
tion; but, having understood from the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that those words were put 
there without his consent, or the knowledge of 
the committee, I thought it proper that the House 
should know it; and I intended to suggest that, by 
unanimous consent, inasmuch as some members 
have voted against the resolution in consequence 
of the alteration, the vote should be taken over 
again. J ask that, by general consent, it may be 
done. 

Mr. WALSH. It appears that there has been 
some wrong committed hére, and { should like to 
know who has been guilty of the wrong. If it 
has been done deliberately, it is a disgrace to who- 
ever has been guilty of it, and we ought to know 
who it is. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is no difficulty 
in getting along in this matter. If any gentleman 
has voted under a misapprehension, after the roll 
has been called he can change his vote. 

The SPEAKER. It will be for the House to 
take such action upon it as they choose. Other- 
wise the Chair will order the call of the roll to be 
continued. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This resolution 
was reported from the Committee on Accounts; 
and it is not in the form in which it was reported, 
The gentleman may say that he will modify his 
resolution, but the Chair will also sustain me in 
the proposition that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania could not modify it, it not having been 
so reported. 

Then no power could alter or modify the res- 
olution except the House, unless it went back to 
the committee, and received their action. ‘This is 
not the resolution which was reported by the 
Committee on Accounts, and I submit, therefore, 
that there is nothing before the House upon which 
it can act. 

Mr. CURTIS. I will state that the word pub- 
lic folders is in the resolution without my consent, 
and evidently without the consent of the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, which reported the resoln- 
tion. The resolution reported from that commit- 
tee is the one which I offered, and is the one which 
1 supposed the yeas and nays were being cailed 
upon, until my attention was called to ita moment 
ago. l have not offered the resolution with that 
alteration, and l suppose the resoluiion, as offered 
by the committee, Is the one upon which the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules to introduce is being 
taken. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask asingle 
question. Is the resolution which has been read 
at the Clerk’s desk the same as that reported by 
the Committee on Accounts, with the exception 
of the alteration which has been indicated ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understandsthat 
it is the same. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then I do not see any 
difficulty in relation to the matter. We are still 


| voting upon the resolution reported by the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. .1 understand the 
| committee renorted the printed resolution, and 
| that all the written manuscript contained init has 
been added. in 0 
| ‘Phe SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken. 
The written manuscript was added by order of 
the Committee on Accounts, with the exception of 
the single insertion of ‘* public folders. ”? 

Mr. SMITH. Ihave had it intimated to me 
that.those words have been improperly interpolated 
by some one having no control over the resolu- 
tion, and I think, therefore, the resolution should 
| be recommitied to that committee. If it be in 
order, I will:make that motion. 

The SPEAKER, 


of the House to take such action as they may 
think proper. 

Mr. SMITH. Itis in order to recommit by 

unanimous consent. I ask the unanimous con- 
| sent of the House to recommit the resolution. 
i The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
| gentleman that the resolution is not before the 
House at all. The motion upon which the vote is 
being taken is to suspend the rules to introduce it, 
When the rules shall have been suspended, it will 
i then be in ordergo move to recommit. 

Mr. SMITH. I will then withdraw the prop- 
osition. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to a 
question of order, The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Accounts states to the House that these 
words have been interpolated without his consent, 
and without the consent of hiscommittee. They 
| have, therefore, been interpolated without any 
proper authority. And ! ask whether they must 
not be stricken out by the Clerk, as a matter of 
course, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks he has the 
right to order them to be stricken out. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, sir, l raise that point 
of order, and ask that the Speaker shall order 
them to be stricken out. 

Mr. WALSH. I hope not. 
| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. l ask what injury 

will be done by allowing the vote to be taken 
upon the resolution as it now standa? Let us take 
the vote, and get the resolution regularly before 
the House. It will then be competent for us to 
recommit, if itshall be deemed desirable. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks thatwhen 
alterations have been made improperly in a bill 
or resolution before the House, it is his business 
o see that- a correction is made; and he will 
therefore order that the words which have been 
| interpolated into this resolation shall be stricken 
out. They are improperly, unlawfully there, 
| and must be stricken out. The clerks, perhaps, 
would do well hereafter to keep all papers belong- 
ing to the desk within their own possession. 

Mr. WALSH. Can the words bestricken out 
without the House knowing by what means and 
by whom they were inserted? 

The SPEAKER. That may bé the subject of 
| proper inquiry hereafter, 

Mr. WALSH. We may have appropriations 
of untold thousands inserted into bills in the same 
| way. Perhaps we have. 

i The words were stricken out by the Clerk, 
under the Speaker’s order. 
| The call of the roll was then finished; and the 


nays 46; as follows: 


YERAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
| Willis Allen, Appleton, Ashe, Banks, Belcher, Bell, Ben- 
i nett, Benson, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Caruthers, Chand- 


i Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Eddy, 
| Edgerton, Edmundson, Thomas D, Eliot, Everhart, Farley, 


| Henn, Hill, Hillyer, Howe, Hughes, Johnson, J. Glaney 
Jones. Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lindsley, MeCu}- 
loch, McDougall, McNair,M 
| Maxwell, May, Mayall, Middleswarth, Morgan, Nichols, 


i Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
| Seward, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Wiliam 


Walley. Elihu B. Washburne, Israet Washburn, Wells, 
Jolin Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and | 
Zolicofer—lil. 

NAYS-—Messts. Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Carpen- 


The Chair thinks the roll |) 
must be called through, and it will be in the power |! 


| question was decided in theafirmative—yeas 111, if 


ler, Chrisman, Clark, Corwin, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, ji 


i 
{ 
i 
Fenton, Florence, Franklin, Giddings, Green, Greenwood, |; 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hendricks, ji 
i 
i 
i 


ace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, ; 


Norton, Olds, Preston, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Thomas ii 


1 
| 
R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- į 
ard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, An- i 
drew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurs- į 
ton, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, | 
i 
i 
$ 
i 


f 
\ ter, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Craige; John: G. Davis, Eastman, 
| Jou M. Elliott, Ellison; Fuller, Grow, Hastings, Haven, 


Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, Daniel T, Jones, George W.: 
Jones, Kittredge, Leteher, Lilly, MeMullin, McQueen; 
Millson, Morrison, Murray,’ Noble; Orr, Parkers. Bishop 
| Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Ruffin, Sages. 
| Seymour, Shaw, Wilian Smith, John J. Taylor, Trout, 

ang Waish—46. k : A SA 

So (two thirds voting in favor.thereof) the rules, 
were suspended, and the resolution wag: intro- 
duced. Oe areas oe 
. Mr. CURTIS. J move the suspension- of ‘the 
133d rule; which requires that: all bills and joint 
resolutions appropriating money from the. Treas-: 
ury shail have their first consideration in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 
| and nays ov that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. OLDS. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and. Messrs. Jones, 
Louisiana, and Cox, were appointed. ; 

The question was taken on Mr. Cuatis’s mo- 
Í| tion, and it was decided in the affirmative—ayes 
|! 101, noes 44; two thirds voting in the affirmative, 

So the rule requiring the joint resolution to have 
its first consideration in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union was suspended. 

Mr. CURTIS obtained the floor. ; 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky.. I appeal to 
| the gentleman from Pennsylvania to yield me thë 
i floor for a single moment. I propose to add after 
| the word ‘ messengers,” in the third line, the 
words, ‘Cand the watchmen on the Capitol exten- | 
sion. ' 

1 desire to state that these two persons, employed 
| as watchmen upon the wings of the Capitol, per- 
i form precisely the same duties, and are placed 
| under the same obligations and responsibilities 
i that the watchmen are who attend to the Capitol 
itself. They superintend the. grounds, and do: 
| precisely the same duties, for which they receive 
but two dollars aday. If their names areinserted 
in this resolution, they will receive.an additional. 
compensation of only twenty per cent, more than: 
what they now receive. I hope the amendment 
I have offered will be adopted, and then I shall 
vote cheerfully for it. 

Mr. CURTIS. For that purpose 
willing to yield the floor. ; A 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Can such an ar- 
rangement be made without general consent? , 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from: Penn- 
sylvania may yield the floor for any specific pur- 
į pose, or he may yield the floor altogether. 
i| Mr. STANTON. l have no purpose in view 
but to submit the amendment I have suggested. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is the bill open to 
amendment? : 

The SPEAKER. The bill is open to amend-, 
ment; but the gentleman from Pennsylvania’ is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to know if the previous: 

uestion has been demanded? Sian tS 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania has not demanded the previous question, | 
nor has he signified his purpose in obtaining the 
floor. 

Mr. DENT. lL ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to yield me the floor, that I may offer an 
amendment, which I desire to have read for the ` 
information of the House. ~ . 
|| The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
|: Pennsylvania yield the floor to the gentleman from 
: from Georgia? — 

I do not feel inclined 


of 


‘alone I am: 


| Kentucky, or the gentleman 
a 


Ss. 


| Mr. CURTIS. At present 
| ta yield the floor for any purpose. I move the 
| previous question. i : 
|" Mr. SAGE. I hope it will be voted down. 
| Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I ask for tell- 
| ers on seconding the previous question. 
' Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CAMPBELL- 
‘and Asner were appointed. 
The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 76, noes 63. 
i So the previous question was seconded. 
| The main question was then ordered to be put, 
| being upon ordering the joint resolution to be en- 
i grossed and read a third time. ; 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table, . 
Mr. PRATT demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered, 
| Mr. WALSH called for tellers. 
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~ Tellers were not ordered. 
-The question was then taken on Mr. Jonxs’s 
motion; and it was disagreed to. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time;and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CURTIS. I move the previous question 
upon the passage of the resolution. 

The previous question was’ seconded, and the 

main question ordered to be put. 
" Mr. CHANDLER. Is it in order to move a 
single verbal amendment? If we are to legislate, 
it seems to me we should doitin English. Now, 
sir, there is no such word in the English language 
as “ employé.’”’ 

TheSPEAKER. It is not in order to amend 
at this stage of the resolution, even to save the 
King’s English. 

Mr.SAGE. I demand the yeasand nays upon 
the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 120, nays 52; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, Appleton, Ashe, ‘thomas H. Bayly, Banks, 

Belcher, Bell, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Bridges, Brooks, 
Bugg, Campbell, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chris- 
man, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, 
Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Bl- 


Hott, Everhart, Parley, Venton, Florence, Franklin, Gid- ! 
dings, Green, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. | 


Harris, Harrison, Hendricks, Henn, Hill, Hillyer, Howe, 
Hughes, Johnson, J. Gloney Jones, Kerr, Kurtz, Lamb, 


Latham, Lindsley, MeCulloch, McDougall, McNair, Mace, | 


Macy; Maurice, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Middieswarth, 
Nichols, Noble, Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, 
Powell, Preston, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Thomas 
Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Seward, Shannon, Shower, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Sam- 
uel A. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, 
Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Tweed, 
Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walley, Falina 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wont- 
worth, ‘Tappan Wentworth, 
Yates—120, 


NAYS—Messrs. Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Carpen- ! 


ter, Chastain, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Craige, John G. 
Davis, Basunan, Ellison, English, Flagler, Fuller, Goode, 
Grow, Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, Houston, Danicl T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kittredge, Knox, 
Letcher, Lilly, MceMuallin, McQueen, Matteson, Millson, 
Morrison, Murray, Orr, Parker, Jobn Perkins, Phelps, 
Phillips, Pratt, Puryear, Richardson, Ruflin, Sage, Sey- 
mour, Shaw, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Trout, 
Walsh, Danicl B. Wright, aud Zollicoffer—-52, 
So the joint resolution was passed. 


Mr. CURTIS. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was passed, and to lay the motion td recon- 
sider upon thetable. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE CUTTERS. 
Mr. FULLER. Circumstances make it neces- 


sary that I should leave the city at five o’clock this 
afternoon, and I would therefore ask the unanimous 


consent for leave to introduce the resolution which | 


I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
rules be suspénded, and that the House resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. 
is upon the floor, and asks for leave to introduce 
a resolution, which will be read for information. 
Mr. JONES. Mine is a privileged motion. 
The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Maine 
may also wish to submit a privileged motion. 
Mr. WALSH. 
the gentleman from Maine. 


Mr. FULLER. Then I move a suspension of | 


the rules for the purpose I have indicated. 


The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
ows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of House bill No, 242, 

[Cries of “ What is the bill??7] 

Mr. FULLER, Itis abil 
31st January last, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, and authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to build or purchase four additional revenue 
cutters, Which are now much 
vice, 


The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: | 


House bill No. 242. A bill authorizing the pur- 
chase or construction of four additional revenue 
cutters, and for other purposes. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Read the bill in 


Westbrook, Wheeler, and | 


The gentleman from Maine | 


J object to the proposition of | 


l which was reported | 


needed by the ser- į 


extenso, and let us know exactly what those other 
purposes are. They may be the most important 
of the provisions of the bill. f 

The bill was read in extenso. It appropriates 
$60,000 to enable the Secretary of the Treasury 
to cause to be built, or purchased, in such mode 
as he may deem best for the public interest, four 
additional vessels of suitable size and construc- 
tion, to be employed as revenue cutters on such 
stations as the Secretary may désignate; and also 
regulates and fixes the pay of the revenue marine. 

Mr. FULLER. In explanation of the bill, I 
would ask the reading of the communication 
which I send to the Speaker. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. JONES. I would suggest that the gentle- 
man had better change the title of his bill, and 
make it read, ** A bill to increase the pay of the 
revenue marine, and for other purposes. ’’ 

Mr. FULLER. In reply to the gentleman į 
from Tennessee, I will say that the compensation 
is only slightly increased and varied to suit the 
stations for which these cutters are designed. It 
is absolutely necessary that there should be an 
increase of compensation on the western coast or 
Pacific ocean, in order that we may get seamen 
on the Charleston and Texas station. 

Mr. JONES. I do not controvert the gentle- 
man, but I suppose the provisiowfor increase of i 
compensation is the most important part of the | 
bill. 

The question was then taken; and, on division, 
there were—ayes 82, noes 38. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays. 


j 


lask forthe yeas 


vision being had, there were—ayes 26, noes 74; | 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. ‘TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded tellers 
which were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of Ala 
bama, and CHAMBERLAIN, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes twenty-three, 

The SPEAKER. It is not one fifth of a! 
I| quorum, and the yeas and nays are not ordered. | 

The Chair will now proceed to ascertain whether 
there is a quorum present. 

'| One hundred and forty-four gentlemen were as- 
certained to be present. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that there | 
|| certainly is a quorum in the House, and as only | 
twenty-three gentlemen voted in the affirmative į 
upon the demand for the yeas and nays, they are | 
not ordered. 

Mr. JONES. Twenty-six gentlemen voted for 
the yeas and nays at first, and twenty-three voted 
for them afterwards in the vote by tellers. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair waived the count, | 
and ordered tellers. It was not very regular to do 
it. If he had followed the rules, he would have | 
ascertained at once whether there was a quorum | 
when the House divided by standing. 
|| Mr. FULLER. I now move to suspend the | 
i| rule by which a bill making an appropriation of | 
I| money is required to be first considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 
| Twill explain what my object is. If the rules 
i| be suspended, I intend then to move the previous | 
|| question on the passage of the bill, after having 
|| the report read merely. This will take up very 
|| little time x 
|| The SPEAKER. The question, regularly, | 
i| would be on discharging the committee from the | 
i| further consideration of the bill. | 
Mr. FULLER. Well, I make the motion that 
|| the committee be so discharged. 

The questi 
The SPEAKER. The question isnow on the 
proposition made by the gentleman from Maine, | 
which is, that the rule requiring this bill, contain- 
ing, as it does, an appropriaton, to be first con- | 
sidered in Committee of the Whole, shal! be sus- 

pended. 

ii Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
|| I call for the yeas and nays. 

i| Mr. COBB. I ask for tellers on ordering the 
| 

$ 


i 
i 
j 
| 


j 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
f 
H 
| 
| 


i 
f 
| 


On that motion 


yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Perxrs, of | 
New York, and Vain, were appointed. | 
‘| ‘Phe House was divided; and the tellers re-| 
ported—ayes twenty-seven—over one fifth. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were | 


Upon the demand for the yeas and nays, a di- |i 


on was taken; and it was so ordered. ;: 


—yeas 87, nays 62; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs: Appleton, Ashe, Banks, Bell, Benson, 
Bliss, Bocock, Breekinridge, Chamberlain, Chandler,Chas- 
tain, Clark, Clingman, Cook, Cox, Cutting, Thomas Davis, 
Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, 
Thomas Ð. Eliot, John M. Eliott, Ellison, Everhart, Far- 
ley, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Green, Aaron Harlan, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Haven, Henn, Hibbard, Hill, fagersoll, John- 
son, Roland Jones, Knox, Kurtz, Latham, Lindsley, Me- 
Dougall, McNair, Maxwelt, May, Mayall, Norton, Olds, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peekham, Phelps, Phillips, Preston, 
Puryear, Ready, Reese, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shower, 
Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Frederick P., Stanion, Stratton, David Stuart, 


John L. Taylor, Upham, Vansant, Walbridgé, Walley, 


Elihu B. Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, and Tap- 
pan Wentworth—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James ©. Allen, 
Belcher, Bennett, Boyce, Bridges, Brooks, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Cobb, Corwin, Craige, Jobn G. Davis, Dent, East- 


: man, Eddy, English, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, 


Harrison, Hastings, Hillyer, Houston, Daniel T. Jonesy 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kittredge, Letcher, 
Lilly, MeCulloch, MéMullin, McQueen, Maurice, Mid- 
dieswarth, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Packer, Parker, 
Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Powell, Pratt,David Ritehie, 
Ruffin, Sapp, Shaw, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Trout, Vail, Wade, Walsh, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright 
and Zolicoffer—62. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rule requiring the bill to be considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole was not suspended. 


IMPROVEMENT OF CAPE FEAR RIVER. 
Mr. ASHE. | offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the rules of the House be snspended, 
and that the Committee of the Whole House be discharged 
from the further consideration of Senate bill No. 202, 


| making an appropriation for the removal of obstructions 


from the mouth of Cape Fear river. 


Mr. COBB. I ask for tellers on that resolu~ 
tion. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ call for the yeas 


Jand nays. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. . 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CLINGMAN, 
and Harris, of Alabama, were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 106, noes 13. 

So the rules were suspended. . 

The question was then put upon the motion to 
discharge the committee from the further consid- 
eration of the bill; and it was agreed to. 

The bill was then read by its title, as follows: 

An act making appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Cape Fear river, North Carolina, 

Mr. ASHE. I moveto suspend the rule which 
requires this bill to be first considered in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

; The question was taken, and (two-thirds voting - 


The question recurred on ordering the bill to a 


i favor thereof) the rule was suspended. 


| third reading. 


Mr. ASHE. Mr. Speaker, the best return F 
can make to the House for the generous vote they 
have given me in taking up tbis bill, and in dis- 
charging the Committee of the Whole from its con- 
sideration, will be the extreme brevity of the re- 
marks I shall submit upon. its merits. I will 


| dispense with the reading of the memorial of the 
| citizens of Wilmington, presented by me, under 
| the rule, in the early part ofthe session; but I will 


read the resolutions unanimously adopted by the 
largest convention ever assembled in that State, 
representing, as it did, the chief interest of the 
State. This convention was presided over by 


i his Excellency, the Governor of the State, Hon. 


David S. Reid: 


“ Resolved, That the General Government, by the erec- 


į tion of jetties on Oak Istand for the protection of the for- 


lifications there, and the consequent washing away of the 
sands upon the opposite point of Bald Bead, and their de- 
posit upon the main bar of Cape Tear, has been the cause 
of great and lasting injury to the commerce of North Car- 
oljna. 

“ Resolved, therefore, That we may rightly appeal to the 
Government, and we do appeal to it by all the claims of 
magnanimity and justice, to undo what it has done to our 
injury, and to restore what it has taken from us. 

“ Resolved, That, in the judgment of this convention, the 
improvement of the Cape Fear, by closing of the New 
Inlet, is a work national in its character, constitutionally 
unobjectionable, feasible, ata cost far below comparison 
with the benefit of its resùits, of equal importance to the 
ship-owner and underwriter of the North, and the merchant 
and farmer of the South, and of vital necessity to the com- 
mercial interests of this State; and, moreover, that it 
would obviate, at a great saving of expense to the Govern- 


| ment, all necessity for completing the plan already adopted, 


and as yet but partially executed, for the fortification and 
defense of Cape Fear harbor.” 
I will also mention that, independent of these 
highly respectable appeals to the justice of Con- 
saty resp pp J : 
gress in favor of this work, the last Legislature 


1854. 
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committee had determined to report a general | 
river and harbor bill, and for that reason a ma- | 
jority of its members thought it would be incon- 
gruous to report a separate and distinct bill for 
any work whatever. The honorable chairman 
informed me, in the presence of the committee, ; 
that this work appealed more strongly to the jus- | 
tice of Congress than any other they had before | 
them. As evidence that this was the feeling of 
the committee, | am informed that there is a lib- : 
eral appropriation for this very work contained 
in the general bill which they have reported. 

It may be, then, inquired why did I not con- 
sent to make this a portion of the general bill? | 
Why make an exception in favor of this work? | 
lf the memorial had been read, the House would | 
have observed that this work is now being carried | 
on by funds raised by private subscriptions. | 
The former appropriation made by Congress had | 
been exhausted, and the works, being left in an ! 
unfinished state, were exposed to daily destruc- 
tion; and, to avoid that misfortune, the patriotic | 
and enterprising citizens of Wilmington raised | 
such an amount of money as the officers in charge | 
of the work reported was necessary to continue 
its execution until the end of the fiscal year. 
That time has now elapsed, and yet this gen- 
eral bill has not been acted upon; and if this bill | 
is not soon passed, another draft must be made 
upon the patriotism and enterprise of my people. 
I would submit that in this there would be neither 
fairness nor justice. Hence my unwillingness to 
defer this measure until a general bill could be | 
passed. Some of my Democratic friends may į 
ask, why not resort to tonnage duties in order to 
raise the amount required? In reply to this ques- | 
tion, I will state, thatif there existed any reason- | 
able hope that Congress would authorize the lay- 
ing of such duties for this purpose, 1 would prefer 
it; but your records will show that I have made | 
attempt after attempt to have this done, but 
always without success. Indeed, I know from | 
experience, that if such a measure should pass 
this House, it would certainly fail in the Senate. 
Then, this resource being closed, what other alter- 
native is left to us but an appropriation by Con- | 
gress? 

Some of my friends, knowing my strong oppo- 
sition to any enlargement of the powers of the 
Federal Government, may be surprised at my ad- 
vocating a billof this character; but I say to them, 
that [ have never considered it an assumption of 
power on the part of the Government to under- 
take works national, or, more properly speaking, 
general in their character. Your revenue is de- 
rived from importations, and, as long as this is 
done, so Jong is it your duty, in one way or an- 
other, to remove such obstructions as necessarily | 
impede or prevent importations. Why do you | 
have buoys on your rivers; breakwaters on your 
bays; beacons and light-houses on your coasts? 
All of these improvements rest upon the same 
principle; a principle, the strength of which must 
be acknowledged as long as your money is col- 
lected from importations. But, Mr. Speaker, an- | 
other consideration presents itself to my mind, | 
which has a strong, direct bearing on this ques- | 
tion. Itis this; The Government owns, and, as | 
a consequence, has exclusive jurisdiction of the | 
localities where these improvements are being | 
established; and I will submit, if the Federal Gov- 
ernment has not the power to carry them on, who 
has? The State of North Carolina has parted 
with her ownership, and, of course, she has no 
right. For this purpose she could notlay a stone | 
or drive a pile without being a trespasser upon soil | 
over which the General Government has exclu- 
sive jurisdiction. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will discuss the merits of | 


the bill, and, if not much mistaken, 1 will be able 


to show the House, not only in a financial, but in 
a military point of view, its passage will be highly 
important. Yes, sir, in the language of the En- 
gineer Department, that ‘‘ the work is thoroughly 
national.” Iwill read an extract from their report, 
with the letter of Superintendent Bache, addressed 
to me upon this subject: $ 
ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, 
February 8, 1854. 

Sır: In reply to the letter of Hon. 'T. J. D.. FULLER, 
chairman of Committee on Commerce, House of Represent- 
atives, dated 6th instant, referred to this office for report, I 
have the houor to inclose herewith extracts from the letters 
of Captain D. P. Woodbury , Corps of Engineers, dated Jan- 
uary 23 and February 3, 1854, showing the progress made, 
up to this time, with the works for the improvement of the 
Cape Fear bar, and their present condition. 

1 regard the proposed improvement as practicable, and as 
an object of national importance. 

Mr. Foller’s letter is returned herewith. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, JOS. GROTTEN B. BRIGHT, 

United States Engineer. 


Hon. Jerrerson Davis, Secretary of War. 


Coast Survey OFFICE, July, 5, 1854. 
Dear Sir: In reply to your question as to the danger of 
postponing action at the Cape Fear, [ have the honor to 
slate, that the main bar is constantly deteriorating, and 
that the Jonger the work is delayed, the more difficult it 
must be to remove the obstruction. Since the survey in 
1851, the main bar has shoaled nearly or quite two feet. 
The general fact is, that as the main bar shuals, the west- 
em channel and the new inlet increase in depth, so that 

the channel, which it is desired to stop, the new inlet, in 
creases in depth, (by the bar being pushed further out to 


ea,) while the inain bar decreases, muking bad worse! 


‘Too prompt measures cannot be taken to remedy this dis- 
astrous state of things. The longer it is delayed, the greater 
will be the cost; and there is great risk that beyond a cer- 
tain point enterprise may be ‘too late.” 

Very respectfully, yours, A. D. BACHE, 

Hon. W. S. Asner, House of Reps. 

Another report, from the same source, further 
informs us that there was once over twenty feet 
water on the Cape Fear bar, where now only nine 
or ten are found. This is indeed alarming, and 
brings immediately to our minds the question, will 
not our Government suffer in its revenue if these 
obstacles are allowed to increase, or to even 
remain as they are? A glance at the situation of 
that town will offer usa satisfactory solution of this 
question. There aré now completed, or in rapid 
construction, six hundred miles of railroad, con- 
verging at Wilmington. In consequence of this 
improvement, we find the exports increasing 
from $1,200,000 in 1840, to $6,000,000 in 1853; 
and, sir, the most prudent and sagacious of our 
merchants calculate, that in five years after the 
completion of this improvement, its exports an- 
nually will amount to $15,000,000; but, of course, 
Mr. Speaker, these calculations are based upon 
the removal of these obstructions at the bar. If 
they are allowed to continue, the farmers of North 
Carolina will have to look elsewhere for a shipping 
port, and that city, distinguished as it is for its 
patriotism and enterprise, willsoon have ‘‘its days 
numbered.”’ 

Our products heretofore have been shipped prin- 
cipally coastwise. Every Atlantic State partici- 
pates in our trade. Maine looks to us for the best 
of her ship-building materials; Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore, are dependent on us 
for their naval stores. Sir, you cannot visit one 
of these cities without being struck with the great 
contribution made by the trade of Wilmington 
to their wealth and prosperity. These cities are 
fully aware of the importance of this trade, and 
hence each of them, I believe, expressed its warm 
solicitude in favor of these improvements at our 
bar during the last session of Congress. But, Mr. 
Speaker, whatever may have been the amount of 
interest which those cities have had heretofore in 
our trade, it will be but ‘‘asa mote to a beam” 
as to its future. In the single article of coal, it is 
calculated that this interest will be immeasurably 
increased. The city of New York has already 
invested nearly a half of a million of dollars in our 
coal fields. Boston is not much behind her in this 
new enterprise. This material, so necessary to 
individual comfort, to manufacturers, and to steam 
navigation, will be soon poured into their markets 
in the greatest abundance, of a quality the very 
best, and at a price one half of what it now com- 
mands. l have before me the reports of the most 
eminent geologists, and they are replete with the 
evidence of these facts; and if the House will 
bear with mea moment, I will have their opinion 
read. I will first read from Emmons’s report, our 
State geologist. 


semi-fusion, and agglutinates, and forms a partially im-, 


| streets and houses, there is no coal superior to it. 
require less expense for furnishing it, beeanse it contains 
so lite sulphur, from which suiphuretted hydrogen: is 
formed. So, also, in the grate, it will be far less offensive, 
for the same reason. But, as itis rich in bitumen, it. will 
furnish a Jarge amount of gas, and that which is, compar- 
atively, pure. This advantage is one of great importance, 
It should also be stated that it furnishes an excellent cake, : 
which may be used for manufacturing purposes ; and asit 
is left very porous, it is in a condition to absorb a large 
quantity of the solution of cyanide of potassium; and 
| hence, is well adapted to the work of reducing the metals. 
i Tt is scarcely necessary to add, that itis admirably adapted 
| to steamings, inasmuch as its flame is free and durable. 
For forge use, it is not surpassed by any coal in market; 
and for parlor grates, it is both pleasant, economical, and 
| free from dirt. Ifa chimney has a poor draft, it is liable to 
| the objection common to all coals of this kind—the escape 
of soot into the room.” 

Dr. Jackson is not less decided in his opinion 
as to the value of these coal fields. He says: 
| “The immediate object of this report, is-to bring dis- 
| tinctly into view theimportance of the coal mines of Deep 
River, which are destined to furnish no inconsiderable 
amount of fuel for steam navigation, and for various män- 
ufacturing establishments. ` k 
_ The existence of large beds of good bituminous coal, 
in a region accessible to boat navigation, isa matter of uni- 
versal congratulation ; and no one can at first fully appre- 
ciate the advantages that will ultimately arise from a dis- 
covery of this kind. North Carolina is therefore peculiarly’ 
fortunate in possessiug such, mines, so conveniently sit- 
uated. . : 

“ The excellent bituminous coals of Deep River will al- 
ways command the highest prices in the market, and I 
should advise that tbe best coals only should be sent to a 
distant market, and the poorer qualities be kept on the 
ground, to be used for driving the steam-engines of the 
works, and for local uses at steam saw-mills and forges, 
there being a large local demand for cheap coals.” 

All who have examined the situation of these 
coal fields, lying, as they do, immediately onthe 
| Cape Fear river, agree that coal can be delivered. 
at the town of Wilmington, or any other point 
on tide water, at less than $2 50 per ton, 

Now, when we call to mind that the average 
price of coal ranges from six to seven dollars per 
ton in our northern cities, these extracts. should 
satisfy their Representatives of the great advant- 
age the removals of the obstructions from our 
iriver would be to their immediate constituents, 
With a restoration of twenty feet water on thebar, 
vessels of such tonnage could engage in our coal, 
|| trade, which would so cheapen its transportation, 
that Boston, in the way of fuel alone, would save 
| annually $200,000; Providence, in Rhode Island, 
| $100,000. The city of New York save to her con- 
i sumers one half million of dollars worth of coal, 
| But however important this new supply of coal 

may be to our northern cities, it is nota whit less so 
| to our Government. Independent of its forges and 
work-shops, the Government consumes annually 
! thirty thousand tons of coal on her steamships, and 
| for which it pays seven dollars as prime cost. Our 
| coal can and will be delivered at the Government 
l| depots at two dollars per ton, thereby saving every 
| year the sum of $150,000 to the Government. In 
| order to satisfy the House I do not exaggerate 
| the importance of these coal fields, | will read a 
| portion of the annual report of the South Carolina 
i North Eastern Railroad Company, wherein the 
! President says: 
i 
i “ We cannot close without brief reference to the advant- 
| age of a road from Cheiaw to Raleigh, in North Carolina, 
| so ‘deflected’ as to pass through the valuable coal forma- 
! tions of that State. Ourrequirements for coal are dailyin- 
| creasing, and would be difficult to estimate tha value of 
i 
| 


| 
i 


Charleston as a market to those engaged in its supply, ‘or 
the advantages to accrue to our road from its transporta- 
tion. We are now entirely dependent upon foreign mar- 
kets and Lhe cities north of us for our suppyy, which reaches 
us with all the charges and profits of -traneportation, to 
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which inast be added ibe freight and. expenses incurred 
upon its arrival. Weare informed that atthis niomentthe 
freight alone upon a ton of coal frony Philadelphia is equiv- 
Jentto the ‘cost of transportation from the coal fields of 
North Carolina to Charleston. Fhe article would thus bë 
furnished the consumer atthe cost of mining, with thesin 
gie charge of one transportation.” 

But independent of the greater cheapness of 
this coal, another consideration presents itself.to 
my mind, which L would commend to the atten- 
tion of the House. Our cotmmercial and naval 
steamers are now entirely dependent on foreign or 
northern markets for their sapply of fuel. In 
case of a war with any maritime Power, what 
would be our condition? Just suppose for a mo- 
ment the mouth of the Chesapeake and Delaware 
blockaded, what possible use could you make of || 
your steamers? It is the dictate of a wise and 
prudent forecast to anticipate this crisis, by the 
establishment of a.coal depot at Fort Johnson or 
Fort Caswell, You will have a southern as well |! 
as a northern supply. Either of these localities, || 
now belonging to the Government, offers every |i 
possible advantage for a depot; and it appears to || 


| hundred-feet. The remedy was compiete. High 


| subjects must command the confidence of the : 


me that this step is so eminently wise, that its bare 
suggestion should insureits adoption. ‘I'he Gov- 
ernment spends thousands of dollars annually to jj 
protect and preserve their naval timber. Why 
not a few thousands to place itself in the undis- 
turbed possession of a supply of the best and 
cheapest coal yet brought to market? 

But as germane to the military protection of my 
State, I will present to the Fouse another view in 
which a certain portion of these works should be 
considered, We have two outlets for the Cape 
Fear river; the one at the main bar, thirty miles 
below Wilmington, the other known as New Inlet, 
but eighteen miles below. The engineer depart- 
ment has recommended the closing up of the Last, 
for the purpose of increasing the volume of water 
which would pass out at the main bar, thereby 
removing the sand shoals which have formed at 
that place; but this will not be the only advantage 
resulting from the closing up of this inlet. Jn a 
military point of view, it will be highly important. 
With this inlet open, the whole trade of the south- 
ern and western portion of North Carolina would |; 
be exposed to any inroads an enemy might make | 
upon us. The two forts erected at or near the |! 
mouth of the river would be useless for our pro- 
tection, as they are situated some nine or ten miles 
below the inlet, and, of course, through it small 
war steamers could easily pass, bombard, and 
destroy our property, and then return to the ocean | 
with impunity, An hour’s sail would place us 
completely in their power, The War Department, 
from a document I have here, appears to be fully 
sensible of our great exposure, and, as a part of 
the plan of coast fortifications, recommended the 
erection of a fort at this inlet. This convention | 
has recommended, in the place of a fort, that the 
inlet should be closed up, which can be done at 
less expense; and when once closed, there would | 
be an end of all further expenditure. Neither 
soldiers nor munitions of war would have to be | 
supplied. So the House will observe that the 
closing up of this inlet will havea double effect: | 
that of increasing the volume of water passing out | 
of the main bar, and also insuring protection |} 
against a hostile invasion. 

I have now, Mr. Speaker, given the House such 
facts as must impress it with the nationality of 
this work, and place it on the same footing as any 
other great improvement; but 1 would be doing | 
mach injustice to my constituents if L rested their | 
application on this basis alone. Sir, the first res- 
olution adopted by the convention referred to, 
demands the completion of this work as an act o 
justice; they allege that you have caused their dif. 
ficulties, and that it is your duty to remove them. | 
What is its language: 

“ Resolved, That the General Gov 


| 
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tion of jetties ou Oak Island for the proiection of the for- | 
lfications there, and the consequent washing away of the i 
i 
| 


| 
l 
i 
| 
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ernment by the erec- 


sands upon the opposite point of Bald Head, and their | 
deposit upon the main har of Cape Fear, bas been the 
cause of great and lasting injury to the commerce of North 
Caratina.”? 

By reference to this map which I hol 
hands, kindly furnished me by the Coast 
I will show the justice of their com 

In the year 1823 or 1824, Fort 
erected on this point of land, known as Oak 
Island; and, in a course of a few years, it was di 
covered that its foundati fast washed j; 


ion was being 
away by the force of the easterly winds, the only ii 


din my ! 


Survey, | 
plaint. 
Caswell was 


i 
s- ii 


| ing the letter, but merely givea synopsis. They, 
| In answer to a letter of mine, state it as their opin- 


; and some of us fifteen years, and are perfectly certain that 


stated, toreduce the depth of water on the bar at the mouth 
| of the river, and in tbis opinion the pilots, so far as we 


| Hon. W. S, Asne, M,C. 


| from my connection with the steamboat line from this place 
j; to Charleston for the Jast se 


ji nel began to ‘shoal, 


; ly detained from th 
i, tide to float them. 


remedy. was to run jetties out into the channel, so 
as to prevent this. abrasion. The jetties were so 
constructed; they were run out from three to four. 


dry land was formed around them as far as 
they extended; hut, as a consequence, our best 
and deepest channel was destroyed. In the year | 
1827 I, for-the first. time, made a sea trip; and it 
is my recollection that our vessel passed out ofthe 
river where there is; at present, high dry land. 
What has made the change? Then it was fifteen 
feet water; now itis dryland. Faets—which are 
‘t stubborn things ’’—clearly show the cause of 
the change. I will read a few letters from indi- 
viduals of high character and respectability, whose | 
life business it has been to examine and to become 

acquainted with every change of the depth of | 
water on the bar, and whose opinion upon such | 


House. The first letter which I will read is from | 
Captains Bates and Lawson. These gentlemen | 
have had charge of the Wilmington and Charles- i 
ton boats for the last ten or fifteen years, and | 
which occupation required them to pass and re- | 
pass, two or three times weekly, over the bar. Ii 
will not consume the time of. the House by read- 


ion, derived from observations made by them 
during the course of the last ten or fifteen years; 
that the impediments in the western channel have 
been chiefly caused by the building of the jetties 
to protect Fort Caswell. 

The next letter which I will read bas been fur- 
nished me by the pilots of the bar. These gen- 
tlemen I know weil, and believe each of them 
above stating anything but what is the truthful 
conviction of their mind: 


SMITRVILDE, N. C., May 4, 1854. 

Dear Sin: Your leter to us, asking onr opinions as to 
the effect of the Government works at Oak Leland to pro- | 
tect the site at Fort Caswell, has had upon the ehanneland i 
the depth of water on the bar, we have to reply ag fol- 
lows: 

The jetties opposite Port Caswell were extended, in 
some cases, three or four hundred feet, and had a very 
decided effect in closing up the channel called the « Rip,” | 
the one usually taken by the Charleston steamers, and the 
effect on the main bar hns been gradually, but perceptibly, 
and certainly, to reduce the depth of water from fifieen to 
lees than ten fect. 

‘Lo show more clearly this efect, we will refer to the 
recently constructed jetties at Bald Head to protect that 
point and counteract the effect of the jetties referred to at 
Oak Isiand. Whe water has been deepened on the “ Rip”? | 
to about thirteen or fourteen tect at high lide, and is now 
much better than the main bar. 

We have, most ofus, been pilots here during the Jast ten, 


| 
i 
{ 
| 
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the effect of the jetiies on Oak island has heen, as we have 


? ! 
know, unanimously concur. 


We have taken this method of reply 
as there is no diference 
subj 

We are, respeetfally, your obedient servants, 

RICHARD Doser, G. R. SMITH, 

Joun W, GanLowayY, R. B. Davis, 

S. N. GALLOWAY, Tuomas K. Dyer, | 

Janes GUTHRIE, Citarues G, DOSIER, 

dJ. B. PRICE, DANIEL SMITI, 
Repmonv TAYLOR, 
Lewis A. GaLLoway, 
J. A. Mason. 


ing to your letter, | 
ot opinion among us upon this 


3 


James ARNoLp, 


l will now read a letter from General Alexander 
MacRae, the president of the Wilmington and 
Roanoke Railroad Company, a gentleman who is | 
well known to many members of this Congress, 
and who, I state, though not educated as a civil | 


engineer, yet, by long practice, stands second to il 


but a few in the country: 


WILMINGTON, 

Dear Sir: You ask me for my 

ous effects produced by the jetties erected by the Govern- 

ment on Oak Island Point, to protect the beach from wash- 

ing away at Fort Caswell. In answer, I can only say, | 
that it is the universal opinion of the pilots, whose life-long 
ocenpution it is to observe the channels of the river, and 


May 3, 1854, 
Opinion as to the injuri- 


venteen years the same opinion 
is foreed upon me. Atand previous to the erection of these 
jetties, there was twelve feet at low water in the channel 
at Oak Island, and soon after their construction the chan- 
antil our boats drawing six feet water ; 
grounded atlow water, and were, in consequence, frequent- Í 
ree to fonr hours waiting for the flood 
With su 


i 
i 
H 


ch facts, } cannot helieve | 


} 


| and was accordingly read the third tim 


otherwise than that these 


jetties were the cause of the | 
filling up of the channel. 


The Oak Island channel, which 4 
was our best outlet, was within one hundred yards of the | 
beach. The erection of the jetties had a tendeney to ac- 
cumulate the sand between and around them, and as they 


| I cannot believ 


extended to the channel, the shoal formed _entirely across it., 
Tf you, or any one in thé least acquainted with the. drifting 
character of sand at our bars, were to see and examine the 

works, your could readily see why the effect was produced. 

To aid you, I will append a rough sketch. of the poist of. 
Oak Island and jetties, aud the place of ihe. channel, which 

may aid you in understandivg the subject. If you wilt 

apply at the Coast Survey Office, you can obtain a correct 

chart, which will better illustrate It than my sketch, made 

from memory. Since the commencement of the works on 

Bald Head, a channel is being scoured ont through the mid- 

die ground on the Oak Island side of it that is Improving 

rapidly.” This bas raised our hopes thatif an appropriation 

is made. by Congress to finish these works, we shall have 

as much water as in former times, which was twenty-one 

feet. Of the final success I myself have not the remotest 
doubts, provided the plan propesed by the genUemen ol the 

Coast Survey is fully carried out. I therefore most sincere- 

ly hope. that you will succeed in obtaining the appropria- 

tion, Respectfully, ALEX. MacRAE. 


Hon. W. S. Asne. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will submit whether, if 
this Government is not bound, when it uses its 
powers so as to injure any portion of its citizens, 


| by every principle of justice to remedy the wrong 


done? Let any Representative: imagine a wrong 
of this character done to his constituents, would 
he not demand an immediate application of. a 
remedy? Iam informed that our Government is 
regularly, punctually required to remove such 
deposits as may accumulate in the East river, in 
consequence of the operations carried on at the 
Brooklyn navy-yard. It is but proper and just 
that the Government should be required to do so; 
and on the same principle it should remove the 
obstructions complained of by my constituents. 

The older members of this House will recollect 
that afew years since, when one of our war steam- 
ers, the Missouri, was burnt and sunk in the har- 
bor of Gibralter, our Government was compelled 
by the British Government to have it removed; 
and a resolution was introduced in the Senate by 
Hon. R.M., T. Honrer, from Virginia, to appro- 
priate $80,000 for this purpose, and it passed 
without a dissenting voice. And I will ask, if 
there is any difference between the principle of 
tbat appropriation and the one solicited: by my 
constituents in their memorial? No, sir, there is 
no difference in principle, the only difference is in 
parties. In the former case,a foreign people were 
the sufferers, in the latter our own citizens. 
But who will maintain that it is proper to do what 
is just to foreigners, and at the same time to deny 
it lo our own people? Iam well aware that some 
members of this House represent districts so com- 
pletely inland, that they look with jealousy, if not 
with ill-will, upon improvements of this character; 
but I cannot believe that they are so deaf to justice. 
e that their prejudices are so strong, 
that they will be unwilling to do what is right in 
this matter, No, Mr. Speaker, that which is right 
will be done by the House. Such, at least is my 
expectation. And now, in fulfillment of my prom- 
ise to the House, I move the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded tellers on the sec- 
ond. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CAMPBELL, 
and Perxins, of New York, were appointed. 
- The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 79, noes 50. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
seconded. 

The main question was then ordered to be 

ut. 
P Mr. MILLSON, 
the table. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Mirzson’s 
motion; and it was disagreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a thir 


I move to lay the bill upon 


I call for the 


d reading; 
e. 

Mr. ASHE. 1 demand the previous question on 
the passage of the bill, 

The question was taken; 
there were—ayes 81, noes 28; no quorum voting. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for tellers. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ascertain 
whether there is a quorum in the House. 

After a count the Speaker announced that there 
were one hundred and thirty-five members—over 
a quorum—in their seats. 

Mr. WALSH. I rise to a question of order. 
My question of order is this, that when the ques- 


and, on a division, 


tion was put a quorum did not vate; but subse- 
quently a good many other members have come in 


T 


who might have voted against seconding the pre 
vious question. 

The SPEAKER, There being a quorum pres- 
ent now, it is competent for the. House to vote. 

Mr. WALSH. itis competent and proper, I 
submit, to have the vote taken over again. 

The SPEAKER. That is what the Chair is 
about to order. 

Mr. FULLER, J desire to make-an inquiry of 
the Chair. I wish to know whether the second 
section of the bill has been stricken out? 

The SPEAKER. No section has been stricken 
out. 

Mr. FULLER. Has the bill been read a third 
time? 

Mr. KERR. “I call the gentleman to order. I 
submit to the Chair that debate is out of order. 

The question was again put upon the demand 
for the previous question; and, upon a division, 
there were—ayes 83, noes 35. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I demand 
the yeas.and nays upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. FULLER. I wish to propound a ques- 
tion to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Ifit is in the character of 
discussion, even by indirection, it is out of order. 

Mr. FULLER. I wish to ask if the bill has 


been read ? 
Mr. KERR. I call the gentleman to order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentletaan from Maine, 


before he votes upon the bill, has the right to have 
it read. 

Mr. FULLER. I desire to state that this bill 
was carefully considered by the committee. The 
first section is right, but the second section ought 
to be stricken out. 

[Cries of “t Order 1” “ Order !”"] 

Mr. FULLER. I call for the reading of the 
second section. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ing of the bill. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The first section of the bill provides that 
$140,000 be appropriated for the year ending the 
30th June, 1855, to be expended under the super- 
intendence of the Secretary of War, for the con- 
tinuation of the improvement of Cape Fear river, 
North Carolina, at or near its communication 
with the ocean. 

The second section provides that the further 
sum of $60,000, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, be appropriated to refund to the citi- 
zens of Wilmington, North Carolina, the amount 
contributed by them for said improvement, and 
expended therefor by the agent of the United 
States in charge of the work, 

Mr. FULLER. If it is in order, £ will move 
to strike out the second section. 

[Cries of ‘* Order!’? ** Order !’’] 

The SPEAKER. The demand for the pre- 
vious question has been seconded, and no motion 
is in order, 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to move to lay 
the bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER., itis. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I make that motion; 
and upon it I ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ASHE. There appears to be some mis- 
understanding in reference to this section. I am 
perfectly willing that the motion shall be made to 
strike out the second section, and that a majority 
of the House shall decide the question. Thegen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. FuLLeR] reported the bill, 
with the understanding, upon his part, that Ishould 
make the motion to strike out thesection. Such, 
however, was not my understanding. I do not 
wish, however, to act with any misunderstanding 
in reference to it, andI hope, therefore, the House 
will allow the motion to strike out to be made. I 
will not make it myself. 

Mr. FULLER. lask the consent of the House 
to say a single word in explanation of my con- 
nection with this bill. 

The SPEAKER. Debate cannot be allowed 
if objection be made. 

Mr. WALSH. | object. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Leron- 
ER’s motion; and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 34, nays 113; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Bocock, Bridges, Brooks, John G. Da- 
vis, Edmundson, Faulkner, Goode,Grow, Hastings, Haven, 


Hendricks, Houston, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, J. Glauey Jones, Kittredge, Letcher, Lilly, 


I call for the read- 


| McDougall, McMuillin, MeNair, Mace, Macy, May, May- 
| all, Middieswarth, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Olds, Mordecai 
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So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 


Mr. FULLER. I now rise to a privileged 
question. I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was ordered to be read a third time. 

Mr. ASHE. Before the gentleman makes that 
motion I desire to make an appeal to the House, 
in order to relieve myself from a peculiar embar- 
rassment into which { am thrown, in relation to 
this matter, 1 state to the House that the citi- 
zens of Wilmington have not asked to be reim- 
bursed for the money they have expended for this 
improvement. They are willing that this second 
section should be stricken out. I, perhaps, should 
have made that motion myself, originally, but, in 
the confusion of the moment, I did not do it. I 


sent for the striking out of that section. 

{Several cries of “ Agreed !”] 

Mr. WALSH. [I object. 

Mr. FULLER. I then submit the motion which 
Ia moment ago indicated. 1 move to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was ordered to be read 
athird time. lask the Chair whether that motion 
is debatable? 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable, for the 
reason that the House have seconded the demand 
for the previous question upon the passage of the 

ill. 

Mr. FULLER. I then ask that the question 
may be taken upon the motion to reconsider. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon ordering the 
bill to a third reading. 

Mr. FULLER. I degire to know if debate is 
now in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. FULLER. I then move to strike out the 
second section of the bill, and demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The same rule which makes the 
seconding of a demand for the previous question 
cut off debate, also makes it cut off all amend- 
ments, I submit, therefore, that the motion „of 
the gentleman from Maine is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. It is true that the previous 

uestion cuts off motions to amend as well as 
debate, but it has always been considered 
doubtful whether it was necessary to reconsider 
the mere seconding of a demand for the previous 
question; and the Chair, therefore, decides that 
while the previous question upon the passage of 
| the bill will cut off all debate upon motions to re- 
consider, it will not cut off motions to amend after 
the vote ordering the bill to a third reading has 
been reconsidered, and that the motion of the 
gentleman from Maine is therefore in order, 

Mr. FULLER, I ask then that the vote may 
be taken upon my motion. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. There are 
other amendments which ought to be made to this 
bill. I hopethe previous question will not be 
seconded. T call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sarp and 
Bococx were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 85, noes 31. À 

So the previous question received a second. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. FuLLeR’”s amendment, to strike out the 
second section of the bill, was then agreed to. 


now appeal to the House to grant unanimous con- | 


The bill was ‘ordered: to a, third :reading;:and 
was accordingly read the third-times oii ga, a 
Mr. FULLER demanded theprevious question: 
on the passage:of the bill: ie oe eae) 
i Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved tö lay..the:, 
bill upon the table. x : xij 
‘Phe mation was disagreed to. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I eall-for tellers. 
~ Tellers were ordered; and: Messrs. Cox, and: 
Harris, of Alabama,-were appointed. ; 
. The question was taken; and the tellers; re- 
ported—ayes 98, noes 30. : 
So the previous question received a second. 
The main question was ordered ‘tobe put; which 
was, ‘f Shall the bill pass ?” ae 
Mr. CAMPBELL. On that question I eall for 
the yeas and nays. : 
The yeas and nays were ordered. E 
j The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 28; as follows: . 


YEAS—Messrs, Abercrombie, Appleton, Ashe, Belcher, 
| Bell, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Breckinridge, Bugg, Camy- 
bell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chas- 
| tain, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, 
Cox, Craige, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas. Davis, 
| Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmanda, 
| Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Ellison, Parley, Fen- _ 
ton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Giddings, Green, Green- 
wood, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Henn, Hill; Howe, 
Hughes, Johnson, Roland Jones, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Lindsi 
ley, McDougall, McNair, Macy, Matteson, ‘May, Mayall, 
Middleswarth, Morgan} Noble, Norton, Olds, Mordecat 
Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Phillips, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, Ruffin, Russell, 
Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, Slower, Gerrit 
Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 
| Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
‘Jor, Upham, Vansant, Wade,.Waliey, Elihu B. Wash- 
; burne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, West- 
brook, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicoffer—LLO. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Bocock, Bridges, John 
G. Davis, Edmundson, Goode, Grow, Hastings, Haven, 
Hendricks, Hgiston, Daniel T. Jones, George W, Jones, 
Letcher, McCulloch, MeMullin, Millson, Morrison, Mur- 
ray, Nichols, Powell, Rowe, Singleton, Andrew Stuart, 
John L. Taylor, Vail, Walsh, and Daniel B, Wright—28, 

So the bill was passed. are 

Mr. ASHE moved to reconsider the vote by; 
which the bill had been passed; and.also that. the 
| Motion,to reconsider be. laid: on the table; which: 
latter motion was agreed to. f : 

LIMITATION OF DEBATE. gl Ge 

_ Mr. HOUSTON offered the following. resolu- 
| tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That for the remaining part of the present sés- 
; Sion, all debate in the Committee of the Whole on the state ` 
pof the Union, shall be confined strictly to the question or 
| proposition immediately under consideration. 
| Mr> JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
| Sider the vote by which the foregoing resolution 
| was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
| reconsider be laid on the table; which latter mo- 
tion was agreed to. 


RAILROADS IN IOWA, 
{ 
1 


Mr. WENN. Iask the unanimous consent of 
i the [Louse to report back Senate bill No 11, be- 
‘ing an act making grants of land to the State of 
| lowa, in alternate sections, to aid in the construc- 
| tion of certain railroads therein, 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
| Mr. HENN. Then I move that the rules of 
| the House be suspended to enable me to report 
| back the bill. 
| DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 
| Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask the gentleman from 
| Iowa to withdraw his motion for a moment, to 
|| permit me to offer a resolution as to the time of 


urpose, 
Mr. PHILLIPS. Then I offer the following 
i resolution: 

i Resolved, That on and after the 11th of July, instant, the 
| House of Representatives will assemble, for the transaction 
; Of business, at eleven o’clock, a. m. 

| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, I wish to suggest an 
Ì amendment to that resolution so as to have one 
| hour for morning business. It is that the House 
| will not resolve itself into the Committee of the 
H 

{ 


| Whole until twelve o’clock every day. 

Several Mempers. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
an amendment to the resolution of. the gentle- 
man from Alabama. Add to the end of the res- 
‘ olution- the following words: “ And no motion 


|| shall be in order to adjourn until four o'clock, p. 


33 


|m.” [A laugh.] 
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Several Mzmpers. “Oh, no!’ z 

The question was put on Mr. PHILLIPS’s res- 
olution; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved that the vote last taken 
be reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. ` 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Feny to suspend the rules for the purpose of re- 
porting back from the Committee on Public Lands 
abill “ making a grant of land to the State of lowa, 
in alternate sections, to aid in the construction of 
certain railroads in said State.” . 

Mr. LETCHER. I object to that bill, and as 
I think we have done a very large day’s work, I 
move that the House do now adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and, accordingly, 
the House (at fifteen minutes past three o’clock) 

„adjourned until to-morrow morning at eleven 
o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, July 10, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henny Suicer. : 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of A. B. 
Fairfax, Lieutenant United States Navy, praying 
to be allowed the pay of a purser during the time 
he acted in. that capacity, in addition to the regular 
pay received by him as lieutenant commanding; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented the me- 
morial of James L. Collins, praying indemnity for 
property lost in the Mexican war, and for services 


as secret and confidential agent of the United | 


States rendered during said war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military A ffairs. 
Mr. SEHELDS presented the petition of Col- 
onel William Gates, of the United States Army, 
preying indemnification for losses sustained on 
board the San Francisco steamship; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. SUMNER. I present the memorial of cit- 
izens of ELaverhill, in Massachusetts, setting forth 
objections to the fugitive slave bill, and praying 


that it be at once repealed. The person who has | 


forwarded this memorial to me states that it is 
largely signed, without distinction of party, by 
Whigs, Democrats, and Free Democrats; and 


that a large portion of the signers are members of || 


the National Democratic purty, and were voters 
at the last election for Franklin Pierce as Presi- 
dent. 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of James 


H. Gale, praying to be allowed the bounty land |! 
to which his brother was entitled as an officer of | 
the Army of the United States; which was referred || | 

H State of Arkansas to donate a certain part of her | 


to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, the petition of Davidge Ridgely, praying 


a pension for injuries received while in the naval | 
service of the United States; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Pensions, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented addi- |! 
tional evidence in support of the claim of Henry 


C. Miller and Philip W. Thompson, and of Jesse 
B. Turley; which was referred to the Committee 
on Undian Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Uenry C. Miller, Philip 
W. Thompson, aud Jesse B. Turley, with the adverse re- 
port of the Coummittee on tadian Affairs thereon, be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. STUART presented a petition of inhabit- |: 


ants of Kalamazoo, Michigan, praying a reduction 
of the rates of ocean postage; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. MASON presented a petition of the agri- 
cultural club of Stevensville, in King and Queen 
county, Virginia, praying the adoption of meas- 
ures for reducing the cost of Peruvian guano to 
the agricuiturists of the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of inhabitants 
of Cleveland, Ohio, praying a reduction of the rates 
of ocean postage; which was referred tothe Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of inhabitants of the State of 


I move that the memorial be referred to | 


Ohio, anda petition of inhabitants of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, praying the repeal of the fugitive 
slave law of 1850; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. f 


PAPER WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Peter N. Paillet be. with- 

drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims, a 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom were referred the petitions of 
| William K. Jennings and Alphia Jennings, Henry 
' A. Wise, Ann Robinson, Edward Rudd, and 
| Mary Martin, severally asking compensation for 
| slaves taken and carried away by the British, 
| during the war of 1812, out of the fund provided 
! for under the first article of the treaty of Ghent, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the 
relief of William K. Jennings and others; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the petition of W. D. Porter, a Lieu- 
| tenant-in the Navy, praying remuneration for ex- 
| penses incurred in conveying his Excellency Amin 
| Bey, the Commissioner from Turkey, and suite, 
from Genoa to the United States, submitted a re- 
| port, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
| was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
| report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PETTVIT, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred a bill to au- 


i 
| 
| 
i 
H 
i 
j 
i 
i 


| certain lands in the Greensburg land district, 
Louisiana, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


| was referred a bill for the relief of John Boyd, 
| submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
| ordered to be printed. 

' He also, from the same committee, to whom 


į and attorney in fact for the heirs of William Tur- 


|| vin, deceased, praying to enter certain lands be- | 
j longing to the United States, in lieu «of lands | 


which the Government has disposed of, to which 
they were entitled, submitted a report, accompa- 


a second reading. ‘he report was ordered to be 
printed. 


instructing them to inquixe into, and report upon 
! the organization of the Senate, so far as related to 


| panied by a resolutions which, together with the 
H report, was ordered to be printed, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 


swamp lands to aid in the construction of railroads 
in said State. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MALLORY, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked und obtained leave to introduce a bill to es- 
tablish a marine hospital at Appalachicola; which 
|i was read a first and second time by its title, and 
ji referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


CALIFORNIA INDIANS. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 


consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to 
be communicated to the Senate copies of all the corres- 
pondence aud other official documents on file in the De- 
: parunent of the Interior, respecting the claims of persons 
for services performed, and supplies and subsistence fur- 
; nished, to Undians in California, under contracts with In- 
| dian agents, in the year 1851, and embracing the names of 
claimants, the amount respectively of their claims, on what 
| account created, and by what authority, if any. 


CHEROKEE TREATIES. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
: olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior furnish, for 
; the use of the Senate, a certified copy of the register or 


ii record of the ‘ heads of families,” entitled to life-estate 
f 3 


: reservations under the Cherokee treaties of 1817 and 1819. 
i THE ICARIAN COMMUNITY. 
| Mr. SHIELDS. i am requested to present the 


| thorize T. H. McManus to enter, by preémption, | 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


| was referred the memorial of Neal Smith, agent ! 


| 
| 
; nied by a bill for the relief of the heirs of William ! 
| Turvin, deceased; which was read, and passed to | 


Mr. MASON, from the select committee, to | 
whom was referred a resolution of the Senate, | 


its Executive oflicers, submitted a report, accom- | 


Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice of his intention |; 


olution; which was considered by unanimous | 


petition of E. Cabet; who is the superintendent 
or chief of a society in my State, called. the Icarian 
Society. They are French immigrants who have 
associated together on what is called the com- 
munal system, and are really amongst the most 
interesting immigrants that have ever come to our 
western country. Peaceable, amiable, intelligent, 
and inoffensive, they have formed a society in the 
State of Hlinois, by which they are trying to work 
out this problem of socialism, or communism, as 
itis called. They occupy the place which the Mor- 
mons formerly occupied in our State. They are 
certainly an excellent exchange for that society. 
We are very well satisfied, in Illinois, with the 
change. Since they have come to Hlinois they have 
won the esteem of our people by their intelligence, 
their quiet demeanor, their amlability and indus- 
try, and their extraordinary talent. 

They have sent me a petition in which they 
ask for a grant of land in the State of Iowa, in 
order that they may establish a similar society 
there. They do not ask the Government to give 
them the jand as a donation, but that they may 
be permitted to make a selection, and after the 
selection has been made, to pay the Government 
on such terms as may be prescribed. ` 

Mr. EVANS. Are they ‘‘ rappers?” 

Mr. SHIELDS. They are not ‘* rappers;’’ 
they call themselves Icarians. They are, in fact, 
| what we in this country understand as commun- 
ists or socialists, and they have given me quite 
a different idea of that doctrine—if it may be 
called such—from what I supposed prevailed in 
France. Their system is certainly a very simple 
and fraternal one, and, as far as it operates in our 
State, it is working remarkably well at all events. 
:| 1 take occasion to present the petition accord- 
'| ing to their request, and move its reference to the 
| Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 


GRADUATION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. HUNTER. lask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to introduce a bill §* to graduate the 
|| price of public lands, and for other purposes.” 

Leave was granted, and the bill was read a first 
and second time by its title. - 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that it be printed. It 
need not be referred. f 

Mr. WALKER. Ithink the bill ought to go 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ADAMS. I hope it will not go to that - 
committee. I introduced a bill for a similar pur- 
pose. It was one of the first bills introduced at 
the commencement of this session; but it has not 
yet been reported back. The House also passed 
a similar bill, which was referred to the same com- 
mittee, but has not yet been reported baek. 

Mr. WALKER. There isa similar bill to this 
before the committee, and we had some indications 
i, that others, with like provisions, were to be intro- 
duced. I thought that this, being on the same 
| subject, ought to go to that committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. I prefer that it shall lie on 
| the table. I shall ask that it be taken up the day 
after to-morrow. 

The bill was ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
; Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 


| nouncing that they had passed a bill making ap- 
} 


The message also announced that the House 
: had passed the bill from the Senate to confirm the 
| claim of William H. Henderson and Robert Hen- 
i| derson to five hundred acres of land in the Bas- 
| trop grant, 

| Also, that they had passed a bill to change the 
| name of the American-built brig Hallowell to that 
| of James Rose, and to grant her a new register. 


TUSCUMBIA A PORT OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the bill “ to constitute Tus- 
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Senate that the establishment of a port of delivery 
at this place is recommended by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. It proposes to create Tuscumbia a port of 
delivery within the collection district of New Or- 
leans, for which place there is to be appointed a 
surveyor of the customs. f 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed’ for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


INDIAN RESERVATION IN MINNESOTA. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I wish to give notice to 
the Senate that at one o’clock to-day I shall ask 
them to proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business, and I hope the Senate will indulge me 
by acceding to that request. in the mean time, I 
wish to have them consider a small bill which has 
been reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and has passed the House. It will not lead to 
any discussion. Itis House bill ‘to authorize 
the President of the United States to cause to. be 
surveyed atract of land in the Territory of Min- 
nesota, belonging to the half-breeds or mixed 
bloods of the Dacotah or Sioux nations of Indians, 
and: for other purposes.” 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

It proposes to authorize the President to ex- 
change with the half breeds or mixed bloods of 
the Dacotah or Sioux nation of Indians, who are 
entitled to an interest therein, for the tract of land 
lying on the west sideof Lake Pepin and the Mis- 
sissippi river, in the Territory of Minnesota, which 
was set apart and granted for their use and benefit, 
by the ninth article of the treaty of Prairie du 
Chién of the 15th of July, 1830; and for that pur- 
pose to cause to be issued to them, on the execu- 
tion by them, or by the legal representatives of 
such as may be minors, of a full and complete re- 
linquishment by them to the United States of all 
their right to the reservation, certificates or scrip 
for the same amount of land to which each would 
be entitled in case of a division of the reservation 
pro vataamong the claimants—which certificates or 
scrip may be located upon any of the lands within 
the reservation not now occupied by actual and 
bona fide settlers of the half breeds or mixed 
bloods, or such other persons as have gone into 
the Territory by authority of law, or upon any 
other unoccupied lands subject to preémption or 
private sale, or upon any other unsurveyed lands, 
not reserved by Government, upon which they 
have respectively made improvements. ‘The cer- 
tificates are not to embrace more than six hundred 
and forty, nor less than forty acres each, and they 
are to be equally apportioned, as nearly as prac- 
ticable, among those entitled to an interest in the 
reservation. No transfer or conveyance of any of 
said certificates or scrip is tobe valid. The Pres- 
ident is to cause to be ascertained the number and 
names of the half breeds or mixed bloods who are 
entitled to participate in the benefits of the reser- 
vation before the issue of the certificates provided 
for; and he is also to have the lands within the 
reserve surveyed and exposed to public sale at the 
land offices for the districts in which they may lie, 
according to the boundaries of the several land 
districts recently established by Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed, 


WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 

Mr. MASON. Í move that the Senate take 
from the table the bill authorizing the extension 
of the Alexandria and Washington railroad into 
the District of Columbia, only for the purpose of 
offering an amendment to it, and asking that it 
may be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON submitted an amendment, which | 


was ordered to be printed, and the further con- 
sideration of the bill was postponed until to-mgt- 
row. v 
TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. WALKER. I move that the Senate take 
up for consideration the bill commonly known as 


the homestead bill. 


Mr. WELLER. [ believe the hour has ar- 


rived which was specially assigned on Thursday | 


ast for the bill providing for the construc tion of 


f 
i 


| those who have the bill in charge, more particu- 


| $2,000,000. 


a line of telegraph from the Mississippi river to 
the Pacific ocean. It was on Thursday postponed 
until half past twelve to-day; and I now move 
that the Senate proceed to its consideration. 


Mr. WALKER. The homestead bill was made || 


the special order long before the bill to which the 
Senator from California refers was introduced. 

Mr. CLAY. With the permission of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, I will suggest that the home- 
stead bill was made the special order for one 
o’clock. 

Mr. WELLER. It was not understood that 
this would interfere with the homestead bill. The 
Senator is consuming the time devoted for the con- 
sideration of the bill to which I allude. We pro- 
pose to devote until one o’clock to it. 

Mr. WALKER. If that was the understand- 
ing Í withdraw my motion. 

Mr. WeLLER’s motion was agreed to; and the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed 
the consideration of the bill authorizing the con- 
struction of a line of telegraph from the Mis- 
sissippi river to the Pacific ocean, the question 
pending being upon the amendment reported by 
the Committee on Territories in the nature of a 
substitute, as it had been amended. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I offer the following addi- 
tional section as an amendment to the bill: 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any operator 
or operators, or any other person or persons, engaged upon 
said line of telegraph, shali divulge, or in any manner make 
public any communication, message, or dispatch, trans- 
mitted to or by the Government, or should negligently and 
wilfully change or alter any sach communication, message, 
or dispatch, he or they so offending shall be deemed guilty 
ofa misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CHASE. I move toamend the third sec- 
tion by striking out the words: | 
—* by paying the same tolls or charges paid by individuals 
for like services, and no more,”? 

—and inserting: 

At such rates of compensation for messages transmitted 
as Congress may, by Jaw, provide. 

So that the proviso to the section will read: 

That said free dispatches and communications shal! not į 
exceed a monthly aggregate of more than eight thousand j 
words, bnt still reserving to the Government the further 
prior use to any extent within the capacity of said line, 


at such rates of compensation for messages transmitted as |; 


Congress may by law provide. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BAYARD. I should like to ascertain from 


larly from its friends, within what distance they 
call ‘near’? the line? The bill proposes to grant 


two millions of acres of the public lands to the | 


parties who are to construct this line. I have 
looked over the report of the committee, and find 
no specification of the cost or the length of the 
line; therefore, there are no means, or at least | 
have no means, of judging whether we are paying 
for the whole construction of the line, for its par- 
tial construction, or to what extent we are paying 
for itin the grant we make. Throwing al] that 
out, however, Í find authority given to select the 


i alternate sections ‘¢along and near said line of 


telegraph.” I think there ought to be some limit 


within which the parties should be confined in the 


i selection of the lands—some certain distance from 
‘the line. The word ‘‘ near” is too indefinite. The 


sixth section provides: 

« From and after the said completion, they shall have 
the right to select from any of the public lands along and 
near the said line of telegraph, in the territories, not before 
sold or appropriated, any quantity not more than a section, 
and in alternate sections.?? 

I think it ought to be limited as to the distance 
from the line. ` 

Mr. HAMLIN. Say within ten miles. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Fifteen miles. 
will correspond with the railroad grants. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is the distance which 


That 


; you allow in the railroad grants. 


Mr. WELLER. In answer to the inquiry of 
my friend from Delaware, I will say that in the 
report made last year, it was stated by the me- 


morialists that their estimate was, that the line | 


would cost some $500 a mile. They estimated the 
whole cost of the work at a little over $1,250,000. 
The committee were of opinion that that estimate 
was entirely too low; the work would cost some 


believe, only $1,250,000. i 
Mr. BAYARD. What is the estimate per mile? 


Their estimate, however, was, Ii 


Mr. WELLER. Upwards of $500. aa 

Mr. BAYARD. The grant of land which 
the bill proposes to make is two millions of acres, 
| and if you give the parties the right of selection to’ 
any of the lands, provided they select the alternate 
| sections and within fifteen miles of the line, they 
certainly could get lands of the best character in 
i taking the whole distance. They are not tobe 
| bound to select along all the parts; they may con- 
| centrate theirselection in any space within fifteen 
miles in alternate sections.. They will, therefore, 
1 presume, of course get lands worth the minimum 
' price. The grant, therefore, as I understand it, 
is equal to $2,500,000. Po construct’ a line: at 
$500 a mile, supposing it to be two thousand miles 
‘long, would cost $1,000,000. Edo not know that 
| these results will follow, but it seems to mewe 
| are, as far as [can judge, paying for the-entire 
| cost of construction. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur 
in the chair.) Does the Senator offer an amend- 
ment? 
| Mr. BAYARD. I do not know that I shal? 
i offer any amendment. It is not material, for I 
i Shall vote against the bill. 
| Mr. EVANS. I desire to make some state- 
! ments in relation to this matter, because I have 
i turned my attention to it; and ag it has been the 
‘habit of my life to deal very much in figures, I 
‘ have instituted an inquiry as to what this thing is 
: to cost. I understand that the project ‘is to give 
| two million of acres of the public lands. Those 
; lands are to be taken in alternate sections; but 
! there is another provision in the bill that if the 
i lands are not surveyed within two years, the 
| favored parties who are to take this contract may 
; take them anywhere within the Territories. If 
| this privilege be allowed, then, as it is a matter’ 
beyond all possibility of doubt that~the larger 
| portion of these lands will not be surveyed in 
| twenty years—and a very large portion of them 
> are not worth surveying atall—it follows of course 
| that two million of acres of lands are to be given 
| wherever the parties choose to select them; be- 
| cause much of this land will not be surveyed. 
; It cannot be surveyed in two years. The thing’ 
| is impossible. Jt is impossible that the lands 
| could be surveyed beyond the boundary of Kan- 
sasand Nebraska into California. The first acre 
| is not surveyed now, either in California or Ore- 
i gon, or Washington or Kansas, or Nebraska. 
. Mr. JONES, of Iowa. It does not extend to 


|: California at all. 


i Mr. EVANS. It goes to San Francisco. 
| Mr. JONES, of Iowa. They cannot take the 
‘land in any State. 
Mr. EVANS. 
| either in lowa—— 
i. Mr. JONES, of lowa. They cannottakethem 
i in lowa, or in any other State. 
| Mr. EVANS. They can, then, take them in 
| Minnesota, Kansas, or Nebraska. Then they will 
fi will be able to get land worth, at least, one dollar 
an acre. If theydoso,two millions of acres at one 
; dollar is $2,000,000; which we are to give. The 
| interest upon that, at six per cent., is $120,000 
| perannum. Then the bill proposes that the Gov- 
ernment, as a compensation, shall have the right 
to send, monthly, eight thousand words. A com- 
mon column ofa newspaper which Ihave counted 
ii —I have not gone into this thing without designing 
|: to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion—has one 
| hundred lines, at an average of eight words per 
| line. That would be eight hundred words to each 
“column. A common newspaper contains sixteen 
: columns; and the matter which the Government 
‘is to have a right to transmit in a year will be 
‘some ninety-six thousand words, which is not 
' more than would be embraced in four or five num- 
| bers of a common paper. For ninety-six thou- 
| sand words in a year, you are to pay $120,000; 
that is $1 27 for every word. Now, sir, is it 
right, or is it fair, or is it just, to give $2,000,000 
l: for so paltry a privilegeas this? J understood the’ 
| Senator from Maine, [Mr. Hasuin,] the other 
‘day, to say that this was somewhat in the same 
‘ratio as was paid for transmitting ordinary tele- 
_ graphic intelligence. Inever had butone message 
| by telegraph, and that was about four lines, and 
| I paid thirty-seven and a half cents for it.” 
Mr. GWIN. Four words. 
Mr. EVANS. I donot know the price; I never 
| had any dealing in it; but I had one letter, and I 
j think that is what I paid forit. It was on a small 


If that be so, they will take 


j 


i 
j 
| 
i 
i 
| 
i 
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piece of letter paper, and I ‘think contained two, 
or three, or four lines. Ido not know what is the 
ordinary price of telegraphing, but I do know that 
it ja exorbitant that the Government should pay 
$1 27 for every word it sends. 

But, sir, there is another circumstance to which 
J wish to draw attention... For whose benefit is 
this? Here, also, it is necessary to look some- 
what into facts and figures, We already, pay for 
the. transportation of the mails to California 
$621,190. The land transportation, which we also 
pay for, after the mails arrive in California, is | 
$130,368. That makes $751,558. If you deduct | 
from that all the postage which is received in the | 
whole State of California, which is only $58,345, 
you pay over and above that already for the trans- 
portation of the mails in. California $693,213 out 
of the public Treasury. Then it is asked that 
you should add $120,000 of interest upon $2,000,000. 
to that. Į leave out the Shanghai mail entirely; | 
and if you do that, it wilt be ¢813,213. That will 
be at the rate of $2 71 per head for every man, | 
woman, and child m California, estimating them 
at three hundred thousand. 

Mr. WELLER. ‘There are letters and papers | 
comivg from California. 

Mr. EVANS. That makes no difference. If! 
the people who live in California were not there, | 
they would still carry on their correspondence; 
but admitting that they write as many letters as 
they receive, and that the postage collected on let- 
ters and papers which come from California, is as 
great as that which is collected in California, what 
is the result? It only makes a difference of | 
$58,000. 

I have more of these statistical facts. It seems 
to me, much as [ respect the Senators from Cali- 
fornia, and much as I am willing and disposed to 
do everything for the youngest sister of this 
Union, that we are asked to do a most unreason- 


able act, to pay $120,000 in addition to what we |! 


already pay, in order to facilitate the communica- | 
tion between the two countries. If there was 
war, if there was any necessity for the Govern- | 
ment to communicate, then there might be some | 
reason for it. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator has made an esti- 
mate of what we pay for carrying the mails in, 
California. Ia he not aware that that law was 
passed before California came into the Union as a | 
State? The law whichythe gentleman charges to | 
California was put on the statute-book to provide | 
for carrying the mails to California and Oregon | 
before California was admitted into the Union. | 

Mr. EVANS, it may be so, because it was 
some two or three years after California became a 
part of the Government, before she was admitted 
into the Union; and it is likely the law was passed 
before that time, Bat that does not make any | 
difference; it was still for the benefit of California, 
Now, sir, although Tam willing, as I have said, 
to do everything for California that is reasonable, 
it seems to me that this is asking too much; or, in | 
the language of Dr, Franklin, that we are‘ paying | 
too much for the whistle.” | 

Mr. HAMLIN. l desire to say a very few | 
words in reply to the figures which the Senator 
from South Carolina has presented. In the first | 

lace, I desire to say, that the cost of a telegraphic | 


process, more than one half what they-would be 
worth if they could be converted into ready money 
at $1 25 per acre. That is an entire answer to so 
much of the remarks of my friend from South 
Carolina as shows that the amount the Govern- 
ment would pay would exceed one dollar per 
word. 

What are the rates to be fixed? There arenone 
fixed by the bill. It provides that it shall not ex- 
ceed a dollar. [stated the other day, that, if you 
estimate the cost of the work, the expense of 
keeping the line through a new country:in repair, 
and the expense of working it, undoubtedly the 
rate of one dollar a word from California would 
about correspond to the rates of telegraphing 
which we haveon the Atlantic. Thatis true. [I 
paid for a telegraphic dispatch from my place of 
residence here, which isseven hundred and twenty- 
one miles, $1 20. Estimating the distance of this 
line to be two thousand miles, that, multiplied by 
three, will be between four and five dollars; while 
the cost of a line under ground will exceed one 
here along the road more than threeto one. So, 
l repeat again, the cost of communication at these 
rates, taking into view the cost of the line and the 
working of it, will be about the same. That, 
however, is a matier which the commerce of the 
country will settle. It will be for the interests of 
those persons to telegraph at the lowest possible 
rate, and they will do it. An amendment was 
offered by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Ciase,] 
giving to Congress the power to regulate the rates 
on messages transmitted for the Government. 
Whatever may be the rates which will pay best, 
those will be the lowest, and they will be the rates 
which they will adopt. There are no rates fixed 
by the bill. I think we owe it in justice to Cal- 
ifornia and to ourselves, to our own people as 
well as to theirs, that we should have this line 
constructed; when our public lands are going, 
they had better go for a valuable consideration to 
the Government. For that reason I shall vote for 
this bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I agree with the honorable 
Senator from Maine, that when your public lands 
are going, they had better go for a valuable con- 
sideration to the Government. My difficulty 
about the bill is not that it may not be proper to 
construct such a work as it contemplates, but if 
you are to do it, it seems to me itought to be done 
by the Government itself. | make no distinction 
between the employment of moneys in the Treas- 
ury, and of the lands belonging to the Govern- 
ment, for a work necessary for the purposes of 
the Government. If the Government of the United 
States, for its own purposes, requires a line of 
telegraph to California, make it; appropriate the 
money out of the Treasury and make it; or con- 
tract for its construction for the use of the Gov- 
ernment, by a grantof public lands, if you find 
that a more profitable mode of doing it; but Iam 
opposed to giving the control of a work of this 
kind into the hands of individuals, orofa corpora- 
| tion either. In this case it appears that individ- 
| vals are to have it, though, of course, it must pass 
into the hands of a corporation—I presume it will 
have to do so—or into the hands of an associated 
company, before the road can be constructed. 
| The cost of the work, according to the estimate 


ine, constructed with double wires, from the val- | 
Jey of the Mississippi to San Francisco, according į 
to the estimates, which are undoubtedly below | 
what it would finally cost, would be $2,500,000. 
A few words in relation to the value of the lands. | 
They are to be taken from the Territories through | 
which the line runs; they are not to be taken. 
from the States. Two years is the time within | 
which they are to complete the line. There are || 
two additional years, then, in which the location || 
must be made. There will, therefore, be four i! 
years to make the surveys in the Territories. | 
Assuming that your public lands are worth just |! 
what the Government fixed upon them, as illus- | 
trated by its laws, to wit: $100 for one hundred | 
and sixty acres—that was precisely the commuta- |; 
tion which you allowed your Mexican soldiers, l 
one hundred and sixty acres of land or $100 in: 
money—or taking the estimate at their present | 
value in the Territories, $1 25 per acre, which is | 
the price you pay now; then take these lands i 
that lie along through the Territories which can- || 
not be brought into the market for at least ten! 
years, but which can be surveyed within the four, 
and you reduce the value of these lands, by either 


j 
i 
i 


given, of $500 a mile, supposing it to be two 


1 

i 

i Mr. HAMLIN. The estimate which the Xen- 

j atey from California [Mr, WELLER] gave, was 

upon a line composed of one wire. This bill re- 
quires two wires,and the estimate is $1,000 a 

i mile. 

| Mr. BAYARD. I should suppose that to make 
a double line would hardly require a cost double 
that of a single line. 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. | cannot conceive that possi- 
ble. If a single line can be constructed ata cost 
of $500 a mile, I do not think a double line would 
cost more than $750; but concede that it will cost 
$1,000, that, at two thousand milesin length, would 
make $2,000,000 for the costof the line. I would 
rather pay the money out of the Treasury, or 
make a grant for the construction of a line for the 
Government, and let it keep it in repair for its own 
purpose, suffering the community to use it to such 
an extent,and under such regulations as Congress 
might prescribe, than place such a power as this 


in the hands of individuals, knowing, as I do, that 


the telegraphs in this country, even broken and 


thousand miles long, would amount to $2,000,000. - 


disconnected as they are, have been, and always 
will be, used: for purposes of speculation. W hen- 
ever there is an arrival from Europe, bringing im- 
portant information, that information gets into the 
' hands of speculators before it is given to the com- 
i munity; aud with a distance so great as. this line, 
[and with a communication so rapid, and bringing 
i important news from California and China, you 
| will find, if it is committed to the hands of indi- 
| 

| 

i 


| 
| 
i 
ii 
i 
1 


i viduals, that speculation will be carried to.a great 
extent, and will not be subject to our control; for 
this bill does: not contain a word for the purpose 
of controlling any operation of that kind.. I 
should object, therefore, to the whole form of the 
bill in that aspect. 

I by no means intend, however, to say that it 
is not necessary that the Government, for its own 
purposes, should construct such a line, (either by 
ian appropriation of money out of the Treasury, 
|l or bya grant of public lands to the persons who 
| would undertake to construct it,) to be the prop- 
| erty of the Government when constructed, and to 
| be under the control of the Government. That 
| would present the proposition to my mind in a 
| very different aspect; and with my present im- 
pressions, believing that such a communication 
would be all-important to the Government, con- 
sidering the remoteness of our Pacific possessions, 
Lam rather inclined to think I should vote for a 
bill of that character; but I will not vote to put 
the exclusive power and control of such a line in 
| the hands of individuals. I will vote for no bill 
which confers such extraordinary powers; and 
moreespecially, when, as far as I can see, from any 
i report of a committee, founded on any reliable 
| estimates, we are literally paying these parties in 
iland the fall amount they will expend for the 
; purpose of constructing the line. 1 admit, how- 
ever, that there is great uncertainty as to exactly 
what sum they will get out of these lands; but 
according to the statement of the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina—and it certainly is 
true—if the lands along the route of this line are 
not surveyed at the time the parties have a right 
ito select, which is after the lapse of two years, 
| when they say they will be able to complete it, 
| (the probability is that few or none‘of them will 

then be surveyed,) they have the right to select 
i the lands granted to them in any territory of the 
: United States, with one solitary exception, that 
| they shall not take mineral lands. 

| During the present Congress you have’ passed 
|a railroad bill, by which you have granted land 
| along the line of a railroad through the Territory 
| of Minnesota, and you have done thaton the basis 
i that you were not giving away the lands, but 
| you reserved every alternate section, and doubled 
‘its price. Under this operation, however, all the 
| reserved alternate sections lying upon the Minne- 
; Sota railroad, although they are held at double 
| prices, may be taken by these parties in their se- 
lection, if the lands where this telegraphic line 
|| goes are not surveyed within that time. This is 
| left opento them, I do not think it can be denied. 
| They may not be able to get all those lands; but 
i they may, according to the provisions of this bill, 
| take them all. I mention this only as an illustra- 
| tion of the impossibility of getting at what will be 
the real value of the sum you are paying when 
you granted those two millions of acres of land 
i for the purpose of constructing this telegraph. As 
|i far as I can judge, on ail the evidence, it seems to 
|i me that the parties will receive after the construc- 
| tion of this work, the full amount of its cost to 
ithem; and though it may be true that its cost to 
| them will be $1,000'a mile, yet the subsequent re- 
|: pairs of a line made under ground will be far less 
' than those of a line made above ground. Well, 
| for that you are to get eight thousand words a 
| month transmitted for the Government; but the 
_community—the public—are to pay these parties 
; whatever they see fit to charge. 

Mr. WELLER. No, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. Not exceeding ten dollars for 
| ten words. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator misunderstands 
the bill 

MagBAYARD, I think not. 

Mr. WELLER. By the provisions of the bill 
i the Government is to fix the price to be paid for 
| the transmission of messages over and above the 
| eight thousand words a month. 

: Mr. BAYARD. Is it to be fixed by them- 
! selves? 


| 


1654. 
> Mr. WELLER. By the Government. 
Mr. BAYARD. We differ about the question 

of fact. 


put into the bill this morning,) it provides that 
for all above eight thousand words a month, where 


the Government are the parties using the line, the |} 


Governmentshall pay such sumsas Congress may 
prescribe; but there is no restriction at all in the 


bill as to the sum to be charged to the public for | 


the use of this line, except that it shall not exceed 
tenydollars for ten words, and seventy-five cents 
for every’ additional word in a message. That is 
the only restriction. The 
right to make this charge. They have it in their 
own control; and though the words ‘not exceed- 
ing” are used, | do not think that the argument of 


the honorable Senator from Maine will apply. |! 


Hisargumentis, that they will put down the prices 
so as to increase the correspondence. If they 
have, as they will have under the bill, the entire, 
exchisive control of a means of communication so 
‘short as one day, compared with twelve or fifteen 
days in other modes, from the great markets of | 
California and the whole East, they will charge | 


the full amount that you allow them to charge by i 


the terms of the bill. My own belief is that if 
such a grant of poweris to be made toa company 
at all, of any kind, there onght to be provisions 
limiting the charges, and leaving in Congress the 
right to regulate those charges from time to time, 
as regards the public, as well as regards the trans- 
mission of the messages of the Government. I 
believe that in all this species of laws, whether 
_they apply to railroads or to telegraphs, where | 
you grant a charter or make a grant of land to a 
party, the Government should always retain cer- 
tain control to see that the interests of the public 
are to be subserved by the work after itis made, 
and that they are not to be open to too high 
charges. 
For these reasons, sir, on viewing the whole | 
structure of this bill, I cannot vote for it, though 


i 
J believe I should vote in favor of a bill providing H 

f 

| 


for the construction, by the Government, of a tel- 


Mississippi river, to California, for its own use, |) 
leaving to the public to use it, under such terms | 


not vote for a bill which places that power in the 
hands of individuals, and at the same time, it 
seems to me, gives them a sum which will pay for 
the whole cost of the work. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, if there is a 
disposition on the part of the Senate to take the 
vote now, I will not detain them. It will require 
but a very short time to answer all that has been | 
suid by the Senator from Delaware, for his whole 
argument is based ona false assumption. That , 
l can readily show, but I do not desire to delay 
the other business of the day, which is the con- 
sideration of the homestead bill. lf, therefore, 


4 


the Senate are disposed to take the vote now, I || 


will not trespass on them. i 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of 


the Whole, were concurred in, and the bill was g 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Mr. ADAMS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. i 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hope, by general con- | 
sent, the bill will be allowed to lie over until to- 
morrow, and be printed as now amended. Itisa 
very important measure, and one for which I 
am anxious to vote, provided it is right. I do 


As I understand the amendment of the |! 
honorable Senator from Ohio, (and it was only |. 


d 
i 
t 
i 
arties then have a || 
| 
i 
} 
i 


j ; : À 

; am desirous to see it as perfect as possible; but I 
| 

| 


i 
r A ; | amendment made. 
ezraphic line from some point on the Missouri or |; 


1 ‘ i| referred to by striking out the word ‘* rear,” and 
and stipulations as Congress might see fit. Tcan- |! 


|| consent. 


i Mr. WALKER. 


| has had an ample opportunity of examining its l 


various provisions. If there be any door to fraud 
left open, we desire that it shall be closed. All| 
i that the particular friends of this measure are 
anxious for, is that the line shall be constructed. | 
i Now, my. friend from Iowa says that he desires 


| to examine the various provisions of the bill, in 
| order to see that fraud is not perpetrated either | 
r As I 
said before, I am as anxious as any Senator on 
| this floor that the bill shall be so strictly guarded 
that no fraud can be committed. I will move, | 
therefore, that the further consideration of the bill | 
be postponed until half-past twelve o’clock to- 
morrow, and that it be printed as amended. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Before the question is taken 
| on that motion, 1] wish to call the attention of gen- 
tlemen who are the friends of the bill to one por- 
' tien of it. Iam myself a friend of the bill, and 


: upon individuals or upon the Government, 


wish to call attention to the necessity of an amend- 

ment, which, in my view, is required. I have 

examined the bill with a great deal of care, and 

| am desirous that it shall pass; but there is one 

i thing which, it seems to me, should be attended 

| to. In the sixth section, in the provision for the 

i compensation of the parties, occur these words: 

| Frou: and after said completion, they shall have the 

| right to select from any of the public lands along and near | 
; said linc of telegraph.” 

| I find that word “near” exceedingly vague and | 
| indefinite for a law. 
| 


Mr. WELLER. I believe there was a propo- | 
| sition this morning, to amend that portion by de- 
claring that they shall not go further than fifteen | 
miles. That, I believe, is the limit fixed to the | 
railroad grants, | 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I did not know there had | 
been an amendment to that effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricutin 
the chair.) Such an amendment was mentioned, 
but not otfered. 

Mr. WELLER. Then I desire to ask the! 
unanimous consent of the Senate to have that 
I supposed that it had been 
made by my friénd from Maine; but I wish now, 
as it has not been done, to amend the provision 


inserting ‘within fifteen miles of.” 
| The amendment was agreed to by unanimous 


The further consideration of the bill was post- 


and it was ordered to be printed as amended. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


I now move that the Senate | 
take up the homestead bill for consideration. 
| Mr. SEBASTIAN. I hope the Senator wil 
‘ withdraw his motion, at present, in order to le 
us have a short Executive session this morning. 
Mr. STUART. 
have the Executive session later in the day. | 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, | 
accordingly, as in Committee of the Whole, re- | 
| 


l 
t 


sumed the consideration of the House bill ‘to; 
| grant a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres | 
_ of the public lands to actual settlers,” the pend- : 
ing question being on the amendment proposed | 


| the words ‘a resident of any one of the States or | 
Territories, and.’? The object of the amendment 
is to strike out the limitation which restricts the | 
benefits of the bill to persons who are now resi- | 
| dents of the United States, and prevents its oper- 
ating in favor of those who may come into the 


remember distinctly, however, and | think the 
country is somewhat indebted to the Senator from 
Delaware, for detecting certain provisions in a 
Pacific railroad bill, during the last Congress, in 
reference to which he and my friend from Cali- 
fornia differed very widely. [think we had better 
look into the bill; and in order that we may have 
an opportunity of reading it and taking the vote 
to-morrow, I hope my suggestion will be acceded 
to. Lam not for delaying the bill a moment, but 
J am for passing it. Tam friendly to the bill, but 
I want to guard against every possibility of specu- 
lation and corruption. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not know that I can 
resist the appeal made by my friend from Iowa, 
for I am very sure he is friendly to the construc- 
tion of this line of telegraph. Wedo not desire 
that any Senator shall vote upon this bill until he 


country after its passage. The section thus pro- Í 
posed to be amended is as follows : 


t 

i 

Src. 6. i 
now (a resident of any one of the States or Territories and] | 
i 

| 

| 


And he it further enacted, That if any individual 


i not a citizen of the United States, but, at the time of | 
! making such application for the benefit of this act, shall | 
| have filed a declaration of intention as required by the nata- | 
ralization laws of the United States, and shall become a iÍ 
citizen of the same before the issuance of the patent, as i 
made and provided for in this act, shall be placed upou an: 
egual footing with the native born citizen of the United | 
States. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I send to the Chair an: 
The Secretary read the amendment. 
It proposes to strike out the sixth section, which ; 

is in these words: : 
“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any individ- 


ual now a resident of any one of the States or Territories, A 
and nota citizen of the United States, but at the time of; 


{ think it would be better to | 


by Mr. Wane, to strike out from the sixth section | 


amendment which I propose to offer. $ 
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making such application for the heneéfit of this. det; shall 
Nave filed a deelaration-of intention as required bythe nat- 
uralization laws of the United States, and shall -become:a 
citizen of the same before.the:issuauce of the patent, as 
made and provided for ii this act, shalt be placed upon an 
equal fooling with the native born’ citizen of the United 
States.” sere ate | 
—and insert the following: 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That any-mechani¢ 
or other citizen of the United States, of full age, engaged 
in and accustomed to any business, trade, or calling, other 
than the cultivation of land, shail, in consideration ‘of his 
inability to comply with the conditrohs of this act, by reason 
of his want of Knowledge, skill, or experience insuch eulti- 
vation of land, be entitled to receivé in tieu of one huiidred 
and sixty acres of land as herein provided, the sum of S160, 
to be paid to him out. of any money ‘in the ‘Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. : 3 


Mr. CHASE. [ believe an amendment: is 
pending, which was offered by-my colleague. 

Mr. SHIELDS, I will ask whether the awend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware is in order? 
As Í understand the matter, the question is upon 
the amendment offered by the Senator'from Ohio. 
Can this amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware be considered as an amendment to that, or 
is it in order whilst that is pending? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Ohio, which was pending when the Senate 
Jast had the bill under consideration. 

Mr. WADE. The object of my amendment 
will be readily seen by examining the provisions 
of the bill, It will be perceived that the bill itself 
limits the benefit of its provisions to American 
born citizens and to such emigrants as may be in 
the country at the time of its passage. The ob~ 
ject of my amendment was to extend its benefits 
to all others who may come in and comply with 
its provisions after its passage. When } offered 
the amendment I believed the principle of it was 
right; I now believe it to be entirely right; but at 
this period of the session I fear that it may- en- 
danger the passage of the bill. I ama friend of 
the bill, and would be glad to get its great princi- 
ples, even if it be not as perfect as I could wish. 
I fear that to persist in my amendment, which 
elicited a good deal of discussion when it’ was’ up 
before, may endanger the passage of the bill; f 
therefore ask leave to withdraw it. aa 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


l! has a right to withdraw it, as no action has’ been 

| 
| |i 

|Í poned until to-morrow at half past twelve o’clock; i 
| 


had upon it. That amendment being withdrawn, 
the question now is on the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Cuayron.] 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is quite evident that 
there is to be considerable discussion in regard to 
this bill. I understand that there are several 
amendments and substitutes that will be offered. 
I know that two or three intended substitutes 
have been submitted and ordered to be printed. 
We have now; sir, only about three weeks of this 
session remaining, and my object in rising. is to 
suggest the propriety of suffering this bill to go 
over until December next. If we are to proceed 
with the discussion of the bill, I presume that we 
shall occupy several days, and we shall thus in- 
terfere with the appropriation bills. The weather 
is unpleasantly warm, and for this and other con: | 
siderations, I think we had better postpone this 
bill until next December. I move, therefore, to 
postpone its further consideration until the second 
Monday of December next. 

Mr. GWIN. Iam perfectly willing that the 
vote to be taken on this motion shall be regarded 
as a test vote as to whether we are to pass the bill 
or not. I think we have as much time now as we 
shall have in December. ‘This is the period for 
action. There is no member of the body who 
has not made up his mind on the question. If it 
hag not been directly before.us for consideration, 
certainly the question is presented to us insucha 
form that we are prepared to vote on it. I hope, 
therefore, the vote on this motion may be regarded 
as a test vote whether we are to consider and pass 
the bill or not. fam in favor of the bill as it is, 
without any amendment, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Every gentleman’ will re- 
gard his own vote as a test or not, as he pleases; 
but, for one, I wish to say that my vote on’ this 
motion must not be considered asa test vote at all; 
and I cannot consent ta any agreement by which 
this vote shall be considered a test. ` = 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, the motion 
of the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania, I 
understand, is to postpone this bill until the sec- 
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ond Monday in December next, and make it the 
order of the day for that time. I will vote for 
that motion. I think it desirable on every score. 
1 am opposed to the bill, as all its friends know, 
and whenever it comes up, whether now or then, 
1 shall endeavor to give my reasons for my oppo- 
sition to it. It will be admitted, however, on all 
hands, without going into the merits of the bill, 
that, if it be adopted, we shall be making a radi- 
cal change in the mode in which this Government 
has disposed of the public landssfrom the founda- 
tion of the Government. It certainly ought to be 
a subject of grave deliberation, and of full discus- 
sion. Youhavenow but three weeks of the session 
remaining. You have weather which, if it does not 
incapacitate for physical, certainly does for men- 


| the first to enlist or volunteer. 
| sonally acquainted with hundreds who have done 


better citizens or truer men I have never known. 
They are industrious, law-abiding, and patriotic. 
In’ every war that we have had, from that of 
the Revolution down, they have ever been among 
l have been per- 


| so in the Indian wars in the Northwest, and that 
too, long before they had ever become citizens of 
| the United States, or had ever signified their in- 
tention to become such. This bill, in its present 
shape, notwithstanding the manner in which it is 
attacked for its alleged liberality to foreigners, is 
the least so, in fact, of all the previous land bills 
| which have ever been passed. F should willingly 
have voted for the amendment of the Senator from 
| Ohio, [Mr. Wans,] for I believe it to be right. I 


tal exertion. I think, therefore, there cannot be 
now such a full discussion of this bill as would 
be satisfactory without entirely laying aside meas- 
ures which are imperatively required to be passed 
before the adjournment. I allude to the appro- 
priation bills. 1 believe that next December will 
be more favorable to a fair discussion of the bill 
than the present time. f 

I do not desire to defeat this or any other bil 
by indirection. Iam willing to meet the question 
fairly when it comes up in December. I am will- 
ing when the month of December arrives, if the 
bill can be so postponed by the votes of any of its 
friends, to persist then in adhering to its discus- 
sion until the vote shall be taken, without regard 
to other business. I trust, then, the motion will 
prevail, I think next December is more suitable, 
in all respects, for the discussion of the bill. | 

. know that there are a great variety of amendments 
to be proposed, some of which may alter entirely 
the character of the bill; but if it is passed in the 
shape in which it now stands, I cannot entertain 
a doubt that it comes clearly within the meaning 
of the language used by the President of the Uni- 
ted States in his veto of the insane bill; and hence 
would be sent back by him with his objections. | 
Whether it can be modified or not, I cannot say. 
On all accounts, however, [ think it would be 
more desirable for its full and fair discussion that 
it should be postponed until the next session. If 
a majority of Congress choose then to pass it, I’ 
shall on this, as on every other question, bow to 
their will; but I shall certainly oppose it, as I am 
decidedly against the bill. The present motion, 
however, has no reference to its merits. 

Mr, DODGE, of Iowa. Mr. President, I trust 
that the Senate will not agree to the motion of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. In my humble judg- 
ment, in the whole history of the proceedings of 
this body, there never hag been a bill treated with 
so much neglect if not indignity as this homestead 
bill, it bas been twice passed by overwhelming | 
majorities of the people’s representatives, and has 
been sent here, but has been delayed and over- 
slaughed by indirect motions; and now the appro- 
priation bills are to be lugged in to further delay 
or defeat it. For one, sir, L declare before God 
and the Senate, that I am willing to lose the entire 
appropriation bills, every one of them, if that 
issue 1s to be made with me, and I will sit here in 


has been arbitrarily fixed for adjournment, rather 


now, to-day, to make battle for it, and continue 
in the good fight up to the end of the session. 

Sir, I impugn no Senator’s motives; | say di- 
rectly what l think, and under all the responsi- 


bility that pertains to my place here—and that is |' 


that I think this bill has been worse treated than | 
any measure that ever emanated from a majority 
of the people’s representatives. Sir, it was given 
the go-by at the last two sessions of Congress, 
when there was a large majority in its favor. Iu- 
direct motions and side blows did the work. 
ask now that Senators meet it fairly, by objec- 
tions in front. If itis a dangerous oran improper 
bill, it ought not to be passed; if just and merit- 
oricus, it should become a law. 

I am not, at this time, prepared, sir, to answer | 
the speech which was made on this bill when it 
was last under consideration, by the Senator from | 
Kentucky, (Mr. Twompson;] a speech to which 
i listened with greater pain and regret than to any 
T ever heard on the floor of the American Senate. | 
{ know something of those foreigners whom it has | 
become so common to assail. I know them as : 
neighbors and friends; and, with few exceptions, Í| 


atrau t \ mitted the following resolution: 
than lose this bill; and L appeal to its friends, if | 
they constitute a majority of the American Senate, i! 


Li: 


| indirectly, sometimes almost coming to a direct 


i tions ever submitted tothe people of this coun- 


| am glad, however, under the circumstances, that 
| he withdrew it; for my wish is to pags this bill 
| without dotting an i or crossing a £, if it has a ma- 
_ jority in its favor. I again appeal to its friends to 
| pass it in that shape. But if we cannot succeed 
| in doing so, then, for one, being earnestly attached 
to the principle of reducing the price of the public 
lands so as to place it in the power of every free 
man who now is, or who may become a citizen 
of the United States, to be possessed of a little 
piece of land on which to live and rear his family, 
I will take the next best proposition that I can get. 
The present is the accepted time for action, and I 
exhort now the friends of this measure to stick 
by it. The eyes of the country are upon them. 
The Senate is charged, and, I fear, with too much 
| truth, with having failed to conform its action to 
the will of the people and of their representatives 
through a series of sessions past. I repeat, that 
I trust its friends now, if they are in a majority, 
will march up to the work, and pass it—pass it 
to-day, if we have the numbers to do so. The 
pending amendment comes from an old enemy of 
the bill, and 1 trust it will be voted down. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The friends of the bill, as I 
understand, desire that it shall not be postponed 
until the commencement of the next session, bat 
that the vote upon the bill shall be directly had. | 
! L think it was suggested by the Senator who made 
the motion, that this was to be a test vote on the 
question, | 

Mr. BRODHEAD. No, sir; I did not make 
the suggestion. It was made by the Senator from 
California, [Mr. Gwin. ] 

Mr. HAMLIN. I heard the suggestion from | 
some Senator, and I rose only for the purpose of 
saying that this vote will be no test with me. I am 
| willing to vote directly on the bill; and for the 
purposegof gratifying its friends, without indica- | 


ting t my final vote will be, I shall go against 
postponing. 


Mr. CASS. [hope the bill will not be post- 
poned. Since this question was raised, four years 
| ago, by an eminent member of the Senate, whom 
| Providence hag since taken from us, I have con- 
i sidered it as one of the most important meas- 
ures ever presented to the American Government 
and people. | will take this opportunity of reading 
the resolution of that distinguished man, which 


7 ‘ , vall-who were here at the time must recollect. |! 
my seat day in and day out, up to that time which |! 


On the 22d of January, 1850, Mr. Webster sub- 


Resolved, That a provision onght to be made by law, 
that every male citizen of the United States, and every 
mate person who has declared his intention of beeoming a 
: citizen, according to the provisions of law, of twenty-one 
| years of age, or upwards, shali be entitled to enter upon 
and take any one quarter section of the publie lands which 
: may be left open to‘ entry at private sale, for the purposes 
of residence and cultivation; and that when such citizen | 
shall have resided on the said land for three years, and cul- 
> tivated the same, or if dying in the mean time, residence ! 

and cultivation shati be held and earried on by his widow, 

or his heirs or devi 
; from, and after making entry of such tand, such residence | 
; and cultivation, for the said three years to be completed ; 
within four years from the time of such entry, thena patent 
to issue for the same, to the person making such entry, if 
: living, or otherwise, to his heirs or devise Ss, as the case 
may require: Provided, nevertheless, That such person so 
entering and taking the quarter section as aforesaid, shall 
not Rave, nor shail bis devisees or heirs have, any power to 
i alienate such land, nor create any title thereto, in law or 
: equity, by deed, trausfer. lease, or any other eonveyance, 
; except by devise, by will.?? 


From that day to this, the subject, in one form 
‘or other, has been before the Senate, directly or 


vote, and sometimes being got rid of indirectly. į 
I believe it is one of the most momentous ques- 


ves, for the space of full three years H 


that business, or the other business; but, sir, in 
my judgment, this is the business of the session. 
Lam willing to postpone all other business to the 
adjustment of this question. If it be adjusted 
rightly, as I trust it will be, it will have a better 
and a greater effect in promoting the prosperity 
| of this country, in my opinion, than any other 
| measure ever proposed. If it does not, the re- 
sponsibility will not fallon those who advocate 
‘and vote for it. I therefore repeat my hope that 
this subject will now come to its final issue, and 
that, after having passed the House of Represent- 
atives, the bill will be voted upon by, the Senate, 
and will receive a concurrent vote here. 

Mr. PETTIT. I said some time ago all that E 
intend to say upon this bill, and I rise now only 
to express my hope that it will be pressed to a 
| voteto-day. I hope the friends of the bill, if they 
, be a majority here, or a minority, will stand to- 
| gether and vote down all amendments. { do not 
| pretend to say that the bill is in every respect 
such as I could desire; but knowing that if we 
amend it, we must necessarily lose it in the House, 
I prefer taking it as itis; and I ask the friends of 
this bill now to put themselves together, vote 
down all amendments, and get a vote on the bill, 
if there is a majority for it, as the Senator from 
Iowa says, without dotting an į or crossing a t. 
If an amendment of any kind, however small, be 
adopted, it is a loss, beyond question, of the bill 
for this session. Let us know, then, to-day, 
; whether we have or have not a majority for this 
measure, which is emphatically a measure of the 
people, and which is calculated to give to the 
country greater strength and greater defense than 
any and all other measures that are pressed here. 
| I hope the friends of the bill will be at their posts, 
and see that no amendment is added to it. 

Mr. BROWN. Iwill vote against the post- 
ponement of this bill, and will stand by its friends 
until they bring it to a final vote. With the re- 
marks submitted by several Senators in favor of 
having the final action of this body on this bill, I 
fully and entirely concur. It is respectful to the 
House of Representatives, and it is demanded, I 
think, by the people, that we shall have some def- 
inite action on this proposition. I cannot vote 
with that portion of the Senate (if, in fact, there 
be such a portion) who are for killing off this 
measure by indirection. Whether I shall vote for 
it on its final passage, depends on circumstances 
which are not yet fully developed. 

I cannot concur with my friend from Indiana 
(Mr. Perrir] in the declaration that we are to 
vote down all amendments to this bill. I think 
it were better the bill should be lost than that we 
should have it forced upon us in the precise form 
in which it now stands. To take the ground that 
we are not to amend itat all for fear that the House 
of Representatives, where the bill has a large ma- 
jority, will not act on our amendments, and that 
the bill must therefore be lost, is appealing, } 
think, rather to our fears than to our judgments. 
I believe that if we make reasonable and prop: 
amendments, the House of Representatives vui 
concur in them, and we shall thereby geta b ter 
measure. 

l rise, however, simply to say, without mean- 
| ing to have my vote understood as a test on this 
proposition, that I will now vote, and I will con- 
tinue to the end voting, with the friends of this 
bill, so as te bring it to the final decision of the 
Senate. When an amendment shall be proposed 
which I think is right, I will vote for it; and L 
will vote against it if I think it is wrong. I ut- 


|| terly reject the ‘proposition of the Senator from 


Indiana, that we are to vote down all amendments 
lest we should lose the bill, Ihave myself a sub- 
_ Stitute which I intend at the proper time to pro- 
: pose, and ask the vote of the Senate upon. If they 
; vote it down, very well, It is just to myself, and 
| just to some friends who concur with me, that I 
| should ask the vote of the Senate on that proposi- 
, tion. IT hope we are not to be forestalled by a 
| fixed determination to pass the bill in its present 

form. If we do not believe that its present form 
_is the best we can give it, it is our duty to amend 
It. 

_ Mr. JOHNSON. Iwill vote against this mo- 
tion to postpone the bill until next December, but 
1 am not satisfied that the bill as itnow stands is the 
best homestead bill that can be passed. In other 
words, I believe there is a much etter bill for 


try. Gentlemen may tell me of this business, or 


i 
l 


the whole of the new States that could be passed, 


1854. 
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and would be passed if brought up disembarrassed , 
and I shall hold myself free to vote for it at the 
proper time. But I will vote to have this bill 
brought up so that we may- come to some con- 
clusion in regard to our present publicland system, 
which I feel to be operating oppressively and un- 
justly. These views. will govern my votes on 
this matter, but I am not to be told that every vote 


I may give on every proposition, is to be a test | 


vote, 
Mr. BAYARD. Itis true, as the honorable 
Senator from Michigan has remarked, that this 


bill has been before the country since 1850, but | 


certainly it has been before it only to a limited 
extent. In this body, it has had no discussion at 
any time since I have been a member of it, which 
has been since March 1851. There has been no 
discussion of the general principle, or of the par- 
ticular bill before the Senate during that time, 
though the question has been incidentally touched. 


There can be little doubt that it alters the entire | 
system of the disposition of the public lands, that | 


it embraces a system of donation in place of the 
rant of the land for a valuable consideration. It 
Is an estire alteration. 

I have many objections to the bill, as to some 
of its sections, if not to the whole bill, on con- 
stitutional grounds. There are a variety of other 
Senators who believe the bill can be modified so 
as to bring a majority of the Senate, a very large 


majority, to a coincidence of opinion as to the 


proper mode of disposing of the public lands, by 
way of graduating and reducing their price. The 
inclinations of my own opinion are in favor of 
that. I know, however, that this bill must lead 
to prolonged discussion. It has yet had no dis- 
cussion. 
year, with such a limited period for the duration 
of the session, we ought to take it up now. Itis 
on this ground, and this ground alone, that I 
shall vote for the. postponement. 
should be ready to meet the question now, If it 
be postponed until tHe second Monday in De- 


cember; E shall then be willing to take up the bill, | 


and proceed to its discussion until the vote be 


taken. At present, I think it ought to be post- | 


poned. 

Mr. STUART. 
to say a few words, and prominent among them I 
wish to ask the Senate not to postpone this ques- 
tion, but to dispose of it, and to dispose of it at 
this session, and atthe earliest time it can possibly 
be done. Another thing I desire to state, as one 
of the most zealous friends of the measure, and 
that is my willingness to amend it in such reason- 
able way as that it may command the vote of the 
majority of this body. I think it will hardly do 


to say that if the bill be amended at all, it will be i 


lost in the House of Representatives. l certainly 
would not undertake to say what is the opinion or 


condition of that House; but I will say, with | 


some degree of caution, that, so far as Thave been 
able to ascertain, reasonable amendments adopted 
tothis bill will be concurred in there. 

But, Mr. President, this is a measure which is 
vastly important to the western, or, at all events, 
to the northwestern portion of this Union, and | 


submit to Senators from other quarters, that that | 


is a portion.of the Confederation of these States 
which is entitled to respectful consideration. Not 
that I would for one moment insist that this bill 
shall be thrown upon Senators without such rea- 


sonable amendments being made as they can | 


assent to. [am willing, for one, to put a reason- 
able price upon the land; I am willing to say that 
the settler shall pay, at the end of his occupation, 
a fair and reasonable price for the land, if such an 
amendment be necessary, for the purpose of se- 
curing to the bill the friendly, honorable support 
of Senators from other parts of the Union. 1am 
freely willing to concede much to the opinions 
and judgment of other Senators, and | ask those 
Senators, in all fairness, to concede the same 
spirit to us. Let us meet this question. Let us 
meet it fairly, not by some sidewise proposition, 
but let us come fairly to the consideration of the 
bill, and see if we cannot agree upon terms, and 
‘adopt them, and pass it. _ | 

Now, sir, I confess that it would not displease 
meatall, if the suggestion of the Senator from 


Pennsylvania were true, and if it were so exces- | 


sively hot that no Senator here could make a 
speech on this bill. Certainly, that would not 
grieve me at all. [should bear it with Christian 


I do not think that at this season of the | 


Otherwise, I | 


Mr. President, I only wish | 


fortitude. There is not a Senator on the floor 
who does not understand the bill in ail its bear- 
ings. It is no new subject. There is not a Sen- 
ator here who is not prepared to vote upon any’ 
amendment that may be offered as soon as it | 
can be read from the Secretary’s desk. If we: 
should go forward, therefore, in the hottest 
weather, without hearing a lengthy speech, and 
should consider this bill, and amend it, and agree 
upon it, | think, so far from having lost anything, ; 
we should have gained a great deal. pos 
I was opposed, as all Senators know—strenu- į 
ously opposed—to fixing so early a day for ad- | 
journment as has been fixed, until we had acted | 
upon this and two or three other important meas- | 
ures. I amas well satisfied now, as L was then, | 
that the time is insufficient to dispose in a proper | 
| 

l 

i 


\ 
[i 
| 
| 


manner of the appropriation bills. lt will not 
allow you four days in each House to- consider | 
each of the important appropriation bills. Lj 
thought then, as I think now, that the Senate can- | 
not dispose of the business within the time; and, if 
it be disposed of, it will be very badly done. But, 
notwithstanding all this, that is a subject which 
is yet within our control. We can postpone that 
day, if it shall become necessary to do so. 1 hope 
it may not become necessary. | wish we could 
adjourn to-morrow; but, | repeat, if it becomes 
necessary we can postpone the day of adjourn- 
ment. only, therefore, ask in conclusiou—and | 
Ido it with some little degree of feeling—that | 
Senators will concede so much to us, who repre- | 
sent northwestern States, as to proceed to and ; 
continue the consideration of this measure until 
we can dispose of it, and see if we cannot dispose į 
of it in a manner agreeable to a very large major- | 
ity, if not to aliof us. | 

Mr. PETTIT called for the yeas and nays on : 
the motion; and they were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, 
Butler, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Bunter, Mason, Norris, Pearce, 
and Thompson of Kentucky—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bell, Bright, Brown, 
Cass, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Doug- 
las, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, James, Jobn- | 
son, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennesse, Pettit, Rockwell, į 
Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, Suinuer, Toucey, 
Wade, Walker, Weller, and Williams—32. 

So the motion to postpone was not agreed to; 
and the question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Crayron. 

Mr. ADAMS. Lask for a division of the ques- | 
out, and on that proposition I ask for the yeas 
and nays. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER- Then the first | 
question will be on the proposition to strike out | 
the sixth section; which is as follows: 

“ Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any individ- 
ual now a resident of any one of the States or Territories, 
and not a citizen of the United States, but at the time of 
making Such application for the benefit of this act, shall 
have filed a declaration of intention as required by the nat- 
uralization luws of the United States, and shall become a 
citizen of the same before the issuance of the patent, as 
made and provided for in this act, shall be placed upon an | 
egual footing with the native bom citizen of the United 
States.” 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. CLAYTON. The section proposed to be 
stricken out grants to every alien, or foreigner not 
naturalized, the moment he lands upon our shores, ; 
the right to locate one hundred and sixty acres of 
the public domain, to which he is to become fully 
entitled by a patent to be issued after the expira- 
tion of five years, if during that period he shall 


cultivate the land and reside upon it according to |} 


the terms of the bill. 
question whether aliens are to be placed on the 
same footing with citizens of the United States in 
the donation of the public lands., ‘True it is, the 
section proposes to give only to foreigners who are 


here and not naturalized at the time of the passage | 


of the act; but every man can see that if the prin 
ciple is now adopted, by agreeing to the section 
which [ propose to strikeout, that allaliens in the 


country at the time of the passage of the act are | 


entitled to one hundred and sixty acres of the 
public domain, as a matter of course it will follow 
that, at the next session, or at some subsequent 
session, another act will be passed for the mere 


purpose of putting them upon an equality of com- || i 


mon justice, admitting all aliens, not only those 


if 
now in the country, but all who may come here- ff 


| not participate. 


The object is to test the 


| that he is entitled to the patent. 


-after, to as full-a share ofthe inheritance of. the 
American people as American citizens themselves. 
Sir, I do not propose to. discuss the question; I 
simply ask that it be decided. tee 
Mr.CLAY. Mr. President, I do not propose: 
to make a speech upon this question; but in.addi- 
tion to what has been said by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Delaware, I wish to call the attention 
of the Senate to the fact that he does not present 
the case in as strong a manner as-it may be pré- 


i sented. Now, sir, I wish to ask the friends of the 


bill what they mean by the term ‘t now,” as used 
in this.section? Jt speaks of all who are “now”? 
residents of the United States. To what’ period 
of time does this word “now >? refer? Does it 
refer to the time when the bill was introduced into 
the-other House? Does it refer to the time of its 
passage there, or of its passage here, if it shall be 
passed? To what time does it refer? Isay that 
a more indefinite, indeterminate, and unsatisfac- 
tory word could not have been employed than the 
word * now.’ ‘ Now,” we are told, sometimes 
refers to past time, at others to future time; and 
we are told by the poet, that. time is an. eternal 
“now.” It appears to me to have been adopted 
with a view to admit all who may hereafter come 
to the benefits of the act, and if that is the purpose 
let us meet it fully and fairly, and say so in the 
| bill in terms that cannot be doubted or mistaken, 

But, sir, this is notall, Tsay thatitis giving 
to aliens who may hereafter come into the coun- 
try bounties which have not been conferred upon 
American citizens, but bounties.in which they can- 
The amendment which has been 
offered by the honorable Senator from Delaware 
| suggests a large class of citizens who cannot par- 
ticipate in this bounty. Again, all,those who have 
hitherto settled upon the public lands, and paid the 


|j price demanded, cannot be expected to participate 


in this bounty. Hence I am decidedly opposed 
to the sixth section, as it stands inthe bill. J 
shall vote to strike it out, first, because I say it 
does not exclude any foreigner; it does not ex- 
clude those who‘ are to come hereafter; for sup- 
pose the word ‘‘ now” should be construed and 
understood by the Senate to mean at the. time of 
the passage of the bill; suppose that to be the 
time designated, I ask, where in the bill is it re- 
quired of any foreigner that he shall swear that 
he was a resident of the United States at the time 
| of the passage of the bill? There is no such re- 


i| quirement anywhere; and hence it appears to me 


‘ eS- | to be a miserable equivoque that is intended to 
tion, so that the first vote may be upon striking j 


mislead or deceive somebody. He isnotrequired 


i| to swear that he was then a resident of the coun- 


try. Ido not care when they may come, it isa 
perpetual right granted to all who may arrive 


ii hereafter to participate in the bounties of the 


; Government in settling upon the public lands; be- 
cause they are not required to state that they were 
residents of the country at the time of the passage 
of the bill, and the word ‘* now?’ is an indefinite 
and unmeaning one, which is subject to different 
interpretations by different persona. 

Mr. WALKER. I was a little surprised to 


ment which he did make in regard to the provis- 
ions of this bill, If he had read it with more care, 
| proposes to strike out, the provision is, that where 
‘any person, now a resident of any of the States 


Mr. CLAYTON. Precisely. i 

Mr. WALKER. Itig not, then, as stated by 
the Senator, for he took the ground that the bill 
provided that any person -hereafter coming might 
‘avail himself of the provisions of this act, by 
| simply cultivating the land. He has first to de- 
‘i clare his intention to become a citizen. of, the 
| United States, before he can make his claim under 
‘ithe act. ‘Then, he must perfect his citizenship 
| before he can be entitled to a patent for the land; 
‘and it is upon the doing of both—upon the be- 
| coming of an actual citizen of the United States— 
It was to obviate 
what the Senator from Ohio deemed a difficulty 
in the bill, that his amendment was offered some 
lime since, but by him withdrawn this morning. 
It proposed to give the right.to those who might 
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ayailthemselves. 


Wome intothecountry hereafterto 


Of the benefi¢of the bill; buthe withdrew ite Ft 


iy not now. before- the Senate, and thé:section pro- 
posed to be stricken out by the Senator from Del- 
ware requires the declaration-of intention tobe- 
come'a citizen, and, before the patent- shall issue, 
the perfection of his citizenship; otherwise, he is 
niot to have.a patent. ee PES 

Mr. CLAYTON. ~ What I'stated'in regard to 

‘the ‘section is perfectly and literally true: It 
-offérs to every alien; every foreigner. not natural- 
ized ,-as-soon as he arrives ‘in the United States, 
the ‘right to one hundred and sixty acres of the 
public lands‘as soon as they. are surveyed; and: it 
does it in this’ way: -He has nothing to do but 
to make his declaration of intention. . Of course 
that causes no trouble. Then he enters upon the 
land, and has‘as:much right to enter as an Amer- 
ican“ eitizen who has lived here for forty years. 
“Then‘he-is to cultivate the land, according to the 
provisions of the bill, just as citizens must do, for 
five years, That is just the time within which he 
‘can become naturalized. In five years any for- 
eigner can become naturalized, and then he is en- 
titled to a’patent precisely as any other man who 
is born here; so-that, in effect and substance, this 
section gives to every alien the same right to the 
full extent of a native-born citizen of the United 
States. 

Sir, there is another thing rather remarkable in 
this bill. There is no time provided within which 
the foreigner, not naturalized, shall become a cit- 
izen of the United States. If he lives on the land 
five years after having declared his intention to 
become a citizen, at any time after that, when- 
ever he shall choose to become a citizen, if that is 

_ twenty years afterwards, he is entitled to a patent; 

“and yet, during all this time he is to remain on the 
land and enjoy it as fully as any American citizen 
could do. There is nota word in the bill to drive 
him from the land because he does not at the end 
of the five years become an American citizen; so 
that I respectfully submit to the honorable Sena- 
-tor from Wisconsin, I think I was right in every- 
thing that I said in reference to the section. I do 
not propose to discuss it, It is perfectly true that 
Ihave not disguised my views in reference to the 
great principle contained init. They have been 
explained heretofore. I am decidedly for a dis- 
tinction between the American citizen and the alien. 
lam not one of those who cry out against aliens, 
or one of those who have opposed the emigration 
of foreigners into this country, Let them come 
here; we have land enough for them. Let them 
become Americanized here; let them learn the 
institutions of the country. The naturalization 
Jawe direct that they shall reside here long enough 
to understand those institutions. Is it asking too 
much to-say that they shall reside here five years 
before they become entitled to a donation of a 
hundred and sixty acres of land? I say again | 
do not propose to enter into a discussion of the 
principle. Itis a mere question of whether there 
shall be a gift-of this much land made. 

Mr. DIXON, Ido not understand the section, 
‘or, if I do, the Senator from Delaware, in whose 
‘opinion I have a great deal of confidence, is mis- 
taken in the construction which he places upon it. 
1 will read the section, and then make a remark 
or two upon it: 

“ Andhe it further enacted, That if any individual now a 
resident ofany one of the States or ‘Territories, and nota cit- 
izen of the United States, but atthe time of making such 
application for the benefit of this act, shall have filed a dec- 
Jaration of intention, as required by the naturalization laws 
of the United States, and shall become a citizen of the 
same before the igsuance of the patent, as made and- pro- 
vided for in this act, shall! be placed upou an equal footing 
with the native born-citizen of the United States.” 

I understand that the proper construction to be 
given to that section is, that a person, to entitle 
himself to the benefit of it, must be a resident of 
a State or Territory at this time. If this is the 
proper construction, does it embrace anybody but 
those who are now residents, either of a State or 
Territory? Surely; it cannot include foreigners 
who may hereafter emigrate to the United States. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It embraces all aliens in the 
country now. 

Mr. DIXON. The construction given to it by 
the Senator is, that all persons hereafter coming 
into it may be entitled to the benefits of the bill. 

Mr. CLAYTON. No, sir; I said that if you 


passed this bill, entitling aliens living here at the | 


time of its passage to one hundred and:sixty 


‘quence that hereafter, asa measure of mere com- 


same rights and privileges -would ‘have them 
granted to them. — -> be 

Mr. DIXON. Upon that point I have noar- 
‘gument to make with ‘the Senator. This is a 
simple proposition, as I understand it, to give to 
those who are now residents of the States or Ter- 
ritories, and. who may hereafter become natural- 
ized citizens of the United States, the right to one 
“hundred and ‘sixty acres, 
proposition, it is that and nothing more. Then, 
sir, if thatis its effect, and the Senator from Dela- 
ware seems: to concur with me that it is, I do not 
see the force of the objection which he urges to it, 
at least I do not see it as the Senator does. 

Mr. SHIELDS. ‘Will the honorable Senator 


understanding of the provision. It gives to the 
resident of the States and the resident of the Ter- 
ritories who has declared his intention to become 
a citizen of the United States—what? The right 
to work a piece of land in one of those Territories, 
| on vacant, unappropriated, unoccupied, wild lands 
—a mere right to work it—and when he’becomes 
a citizen, then he obtains a patent and titleto the 
land. 

Mr. DIXON. That is all. 

Mr. SHIELDS., Precisely so;.so that, in real- 
ity, 1 want to state to the honorable Senator, I 
cannot. see exactly the force of the objection of 
i the honorable Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. DIXON. í understand it as my friend 
from Illinois does, that no foreigner who is not 
now a resident of a Territory, or of a State, has 
a right to the benefit of this bill. It does not 
embrace those. who may hereafter come into the 


now here. {hat is my understanding of it. 
Well, now, Mr. President, I have but a single 
remark to make on this question. We naturalize 
a foreigner, and when we naturalize him, the 
policy of this Government is to make him a citi- 
zen, not only in name, but in fact—to put him 
upon an equality, in every sense of the word, with 
a citizen of the United States. This is the policy 
of this Government; and I think it is a correct 
policy, in view of all the circumstances connected 
with the settlement of our wilderness—for it is yet 
a wilderness in many respects—and it has been 
the policy of this Government from its very com- 
mencement. Sir, lam myself in favor of attach- 
ing the foreigner, who becomes a citizen of this 
Government, to the Government itself; and I think 
that to do this, to make him its friend, to secure 


the Constitution may be assailed by factionists or 
partisans, or in war, when it is necessary that the 
soldier shall shoulder his musket to defend our 
soil, our homes, and firesides, nay, our Govern- 
ment itself, against foreign enemies, or internal 
foes, the true policy is to make him not only a 
citizen in name, but in reality.. If he is to be 
naturalized under the laws, I will give him just 
the same rights that any other citizen of the 
United States may have. F understand that the 
provision of this section will give the foreigner no 
i tight until he becomes’a citizen of the United 
States. 
He may cut down the trees; he may sweep away 
the forests; he may cultivate the land; but he can- 


by the Government of the United States, securing 
to him the right, until he becomes a citizen of the 
United States. I understand that to be the plain 
constraction of the section proposed to be stricken 
out. Is that the correct one or not? 

Mr. SHIELDS. It is. 

Mr. DIXON. My friend from Ilinois says it 
is; and, doubtless, it is so. 
to strike it out. I shall vote to retain it, believing 
that it is better to give the naturalized citizens of 
the United States the rights of citizens, not in 
name, but in fact, if only to impress upon their 
minds and hearts that they are citizens, and have 
the same rights, under the Constitution, that the 
native-born citizens have. If the whole policy 
of the naturalization law is wrong, repeal it. ` 1 
think it is right, and shall vote against repealing 
it. But, so long as it remains upon the statute- 
book, do not pretend to make a man a citizen 
without giving him the rights of a citizen. 


z 


‘eerés; it would follow as: an irresistible cotise- 


mon justice, others coming and asking. for the. 


If I understand ‘the’ 


from Kentucky permit. me to state what is my | 


United States, but it only includes those who are | 


his devotion to it,and his support and his defense | 
of it, either in peace, when the great principles of | 


He may enter upon the land, it is true. | 


not have a right to it; he can have no patent issued | 


Then I shall not vote | 


juch upon: the motion of the 


‘Honorable Senator from Delaware’ to strike out. 


the section of the:bill referred to, ~ Iwill now-say 


-thatit is‘my ‘purpose to vote‘against the bill alto- 


gether when it. shall be:put upon its passage; not 
that I object: to the principle of the bill, which pro- 
poses to give one hundred and sixty'acres of land 
to the actual settler, but because I am iù favor of 
distributing the proceeds of the public lands anong 
the several States in equitable proportions. . The 
public lands belong to the old as well as* the 


‘new States, They have been ‘acquired: by the 


common blood and treasure of all the States, and 
are admitted by all to be held-in trust by the Fed- 
eral ‘Government for all the States, and forall the 
citizens of the United States; and so long as there 
is a hope of effecting a justand equal distribution, 
{ will vote against all other propositions embrac- | 
ing a general disposition of them. Next to the 
proposition to distribute them, or their proceeds, 
among the several States, I prefer the distribution 
proposed in the bill; that is, to give the lands to cit- 
izens who-are actual’ and bona fide settlers. The 
life of the pioneer of our western and- southwest- 
ern territories is a difficult one. Exposed; at all 
times,-to the attacks of the ferocious wild beasts, 
to the attacks of the more ferocious savages that 
inhabit the foreste, to say nothing of the fatal dis- 
‘eases always incident to new and unsettled coun- 
tries, as well as-of the scarcity of provisions, and 
a want of all the comforts of life enjoyed in 
countries settled and civilized, he fully earns his 
one hundred and sixty acres of land when hé has 
endured all the hardships necessary to acquire’a 
title to it; and I confess, that if I had given up all 
hope of seeng the lands distributed among the 
States, I would vote for the bill. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I shall not enter into an 
argument on this question. There are many 
reasons why I shall not, It would not be very 
becoming for me to do so. I merely want to call 
the attention of my very able friend from Dela- 
ware to one view of this case which may have 
escaped his mind. This was intended, in the first 
place, to apply to residents in the States and Ter- 
ritories; and then they must be persons who have 
declared their intention to become citizens. These 
are the requisites. Now, sir, in'a case of that kind, 
the honorable Senator says a person is an alien. 
Perhaps he may bes but, at all events, he isa kind 
of probationary citizen. I hold that he is, as it 
were, a manin a state of probation, in a state of 
apprenticeship. He remains in that condition for 
five years, During those five years it is ex- 
pected that he will learn and acquire something 
of the rights and duties of a citizen of the United 
States. Now, | put it to the honorable Senator 
as a matter of high American policy, in reference 
to this peculiar class of persons coming to this 
country, if there can be any plan more judicious 
and more politic than to attract them from the large 
cities on the sea-board, where they are loose and 
unemployed, and where they fall into the hands of 
persons who take advantage, perhaps, of their 
want of knowledge, and plant them in the Territo- 
ries, and make them soldiers to defend the coun- 
try? Plant them down there. Sir, there is not a 
man who lives in the West that does not know this 
singular fact: that the moment a man builds a 
log cabin, cultivates a piece of land, and finds 
himself in possession of a home, he becomes 


a better man, as well as a better citizen; he be- 


comes more attached to the soil, and he becomes 
a better man as fur as moral character is con- 
cerned. I cannot imagine any better position in 
which you can place a man, asa school of in- 
struction in which to exercise these high duties, 
than to place him in one of the frontier Territories 
through the exercise of this power. It does not 
affect you, it does not affect-any other part of the 
country, it merely affects himself and a few of his 
neighbors. He learns to practice these duties. 
Be assured, sir, of one thing, that all the aversion 
to foreigners originates in the fact. that they con- 
gregate about the large cities; that they herd to- 
gether and form as it Were societies of their own, 
and excite the prejudice of Americans. But, sir, 
break up this collecting in your cities, transfer 
them tothe far west, put them: on the frontiers, 
throw them into the Territories, let them take 
their rifle and ax in hand, and make homes for 
themselves, and you will make them better men 
than they were before. -They will be better citi- 
zens, and will be no longer what they were in the 
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among your own people. 
man who does not feel the effect of it. We know 
.that in all the northwestern States there are a great 
many of these men. They attach themselves as it 
were to the soil; and depend upon one thing, the 
moment a man commences to work the soil, and 
saturate it with his own sweat, the moment that 
a man begins to work for himself, that moment 
he will become attached to the soil, and will fight 
for that soil. Such men to-morrow are as much 
‘to be depended upon in an emergency as the loose 
population hanging about your ciues, no matter 
where born; for, after all, it does not depend so 
much upon that. 

I take this view of the matter, and I express it 
with great deference. As I remarked before, | 
dislike very much to touch any feeling upon the 
subject, but I think this view of it is a perfectly 
American view. Here are something like five 
hundred thousand people coming into our country 
almost every year from every part of the world. 
‘They collect into New York, and Boston, and 
Philadelphia, and they create all this unfortunate 
feeling which is being engendered in those cities. 
Getthem from there; send them to your frontiers; 
scatter them about on the vacant, unappropriated, 
unreclaimed territory; let them enter into.a contest 
with nature, and struggle for homes and for farms. 
Let them have their own little hearths, to collect 
their families around them, and 
nothing of this clamor. I recollect having a con- 
versation with the distinguished Senator who in- 
troduced a resolution into the Senate on one occa- 
gion on this subject—a gentleman now no more, 
but whose memory is a treasure to this country, 
Mr. Webster. T recollect the views which he 
presented. He said he knew of no other policy 
than that which would carry off this population 
that was coming into the country, and throw them 
into the frontier Territories. Americanize them 
as soon as possible, plant them down there, and 
break up those large collections of persons who are 
now in thecities. I think, sir, that while the for- 
eigner is exercising this suffrage in a restricted 


limited, contracted sphere, he is studying, he is |j 
improving, he is instructing himself, and in five | 


years, when he becomes a citizen of the United 


States, he will be better acquainted with the insti- | 


tutions of the couhtry; he will look upon them 
ag those of which he may be proud. 
I merely wanted to suggest these views to my 


honorable friend from Delaware, whom I know |; 


to be capable of grasping everything, and looking 

far beyond the little considerations of giving land to 

men, I think he will find this is the best policy. 
Mr. CLAYTON. I desire to say one word in 


reply to the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Dixon. ] | 


Ele said he could not see that this biil granted any 
right whatever to an alien, any right whatever to 
a foreigner, until he became a naturalized citizen 
of the United States; because, he said, the patent 
was not to be issued until he became a natural- 
ized citizen of the United States. 

Mr. DIXON. 1 wanted to convey the idea 
that he had not aright tothe land. 1 know that 
he has a right to settle on the land, but he has not 
the right to the land itself until he is naturalized 
The section expressly authorizes him to take pos- 
session of the land for a certain period of time; 
and if he become naturalized, he is to have the 
tile. He hasan inchoate right, I admit; which 
he may acquire by settlement on the land; that is 
a right of a preémption character; and nobody 


can dispossess him of it, and he may go and ob- ji tice, 
tain a patent for it when he becomes a citizen of |} hereafter. 


the United States; but if he never become a citi- 
zen, he can never get the patent for it; and, if he 
should die without becoming a citizen, he would 
loose it altogether—both him and his heirs. 
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ou will find | 


Mr. CLAYTON. Thatis exactly what I said; 
that you are aiming to confer on them the same 
rights as on American citizens. Now, the honora- 
ble Senatorsays that aliens can settle on the lands, 
and have the right to remain there until the patent 
is granted, which may be at the end of five years. 
A patent cannot be granted to an American citizen 
until the end of five years. He must cultivate the 
land five years, and the alien must cultivate it five 
years. The naturalization laws only require five 
years’ residence, and then he becomes. a citizen; 
so that, in every respect, from the moment he 
lands and declares his intention to become a citizen, 
he is to be precisely on the same footing as the 
| native-born American citizen. That is certain. 
Mr. DIXON. Oh, no, | will not say that it is 
|i a certain conclusion. Itcannot be true, in fact, 
| that anybody hasa right to these lands, except 
those now in the States and in the Territories, It 
cannot be true that those hereafter coming into this 
country have a right to them. 
|| Mr. CLAYTON. Thereisno difference on that 
|| subject, if the Senator will hear me. 
|| Mr. DIXON. I would make one suggestion 


| remark which he made which justifies mein ex- 
| plaining niyself. 
jį precisely the same in regard to the alien now in 
| the States, or in the Territories, and the citizen. It 
| is not the fact that the law which limits the right 
of native born citizens to five years, only limits 
the right of an alien for five years. ‘There is 


What is that? It is that he is to become natural- 
get the patent. : 

E Mr. CLAYTON. Ofcourse, so I stated. He 
is to become naturalized. There is no difficulty 
in obtaining naturalization papers; that is a mere 
i matter of form. He gets his papers; and he is, 
as I before stated, not compelled, by the provisions 
| of the bill, to obtain them as soon as the five years 
are out; buthe may remain on the land as long as 
1 he pleases, and at any time afterwards he may 


patent. You cannot turn him out if he stays on 
the land without naturalization for forty years. 


endowed with the rights of an American citizen. 

| Now, I turn to my friegd from Hlinois f am 
| a friend to immigration. I consider it a part of 
| the established policy of the United States. [am 
in favor of it; but, sir, lam decidedly for a dis- 
‘tinction between the American citizen and the 
| alien. 

| right of an American citizen, and place him upon 


| come a citizen. My honorable friend considers a 
| man who declares his intention to become a citi- 
|! zen as having become, in some degree, a proba- 
| tionary citizen. Sir, he is nota citizen. He is 
not bound by the same obligations which bind 
you and me, and my honorable friend. He is not 
under the same obligations which bind all the citi 


|| naturalization papers, after remaining here five 
years. {would not cheapen this right of Amer- 
can citizenship by extending itto all foreigners. As 
|| thebillon your table drawing a distinction between 
li foreigners who are here now and those coming 
‘| hereafter, I think it is a distinction without any 


| 
| 
| 
Hl 
ii 
| 
i 


|| substance. 
|| establishes a principle; it establishes a great prin- 
ciple, as my honorable friend from Mlinois says; 


intention, becomes entitled to the same rights as 
those ef us who are citizens and residents here 
‘and he can remain upon the land until his natu 


| ralization be perfected. Then it follows, having 


j 
l 
| 
i 
{ 


it will be extended to all aliens coming here 


Now, sir, the point of difference between us 
lies here. Iam entirely opposed to offering a pre- 
mium to immigration from Europe, and, in offer- 


|i 


| 


to the Senator from Delaware, because it was a | 


It is not the fact that the law is | 


another condition, so far as respects the alien. | 


ized; and unless he becomes naturalized, he cannot į 


He is, to all intents and purposes, in every respect, | 


zens of the United States, until he obtains his | 


We know thatif the bill passes it | 


that is, that an alien, upon merely declaring his | 


| come forward, become naturalized, and get the |: 


I will do nothing which shall cheapen the |; 


| 

| 

|| the same footing precisely with an alien, or a į 
i) man who has only declared his intention to be- ; 
| 

f 

f 

i 


| established the principle, as a sheer matter of jus- |; 


| 
| 


ing that premium, placing the foreigner precisely | 


i 
i 


] 
| 
i 


upon the same foundation as añ Aimérican citizen.. 
That has never been the policy of this Govern- 
ment, and I trust it never will be. No nation 
that ever cheapened the right of citizenship pros- 
pered by it. P would teach every American citi- 
zen, if I had my way, to be proud of the name of- 
an American citizen, and to honor it, and I would 
have it respected throughout thegwhole world. ` Ft 
should be a matter of boast, in a foreign country, 
that he was an American citizen. While making 
no distinction between the naturalized citizen and 
the native-born, yet I would have them all proud 
ofthe name of an American citizen. But, sir, if 
you pass this measure, it will necessarily require 
the adoption of another measure hereafter; to let 
all aliens who may come here in future, partici- 
pate to the same extent in the enjoyment of the 
public property of the United States with native- 
born citizens. The effect of it is to cheapen and 


' degrade the character of the American citizen. 


Yes, sir, it tends to cheapen and degradeit, because 
it places the American citizen upon the same 
foundation precisely with every man in Europe; 
no matter whether that man be an outcast of a 
prison, no matter what crime he may have com- 
mitted, he comes here and acquires that right. 


Sir, I know not whether the bill will pass. I, a 
hat pa” 


‘look upon it as the most agrarian measure t 

| has been offered since | have been in Congress, 
. It bears upon its face, to my mind, indications, I 
| will not say of the approaching dissolution of this 
! Government, but it looks as if the American rep- 


| tention to the existing laws on this subject. 


resentatives of States had come at last to con~ 
sider that this great and glorious partnership of 
ours, which has stood so long, and which has 
been the admiration of the world, is hereafter to 
be a partnership without effects and assets. How 
long a partnership can last without any assets, 
how long it shall endure, when there is no longer 
a single link of common interest. to bind the 
States, I know not. I merely suggest it; and 
as I said I did not intend to go Into thediseusbion 
of the great question raised by the bill, I will not. 
l leave it with these remarks, and I shall anx- 


iously wait the decision of the Senate upon the / 
‘ motion I have made. ee 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, said: Mr. President, 
as the debate seems now to turn upon the sixth 
section of this bill, that section which has refer- 
ence to the privileges granted to foreigners, and 
the danger which is apprehended as*likely to re-. 
sult to the institutions of our country from such 
privilege being awarded to them, I beg aay at 

re 
Senators aware of the fact that this bill is more 
illiberal in respect to foreigners than any other 
measure of the kind touching the public landsy 
which has ever been proposed in either Flouse,of 
Congress? ‘The sixth section is in these words: 

«“ Sec.6. And be it further. enacted, That if any_indi- 
vidual Now a RESIDENT Of any one of the States or Terri- 


tories, and nota citizen of the United States, but at the 
time of making such application for the benefit of this act, 


i shall have filed a declaration of intention, as required by 


the naturalization Jaws of the United States, and shall be- 


| come a citizen of the same before the issuance of the pa- 
' tent, as made and provided for in this act, shall be placed 


upon an equal feoting with the native-born citizen of the 


i well guarded against abuse. 


United States.” 

In reply to my esteemed friend from Alabama, 
[Mr. Cuar,] | say that, according to my under- 
standing of this section, the Commissioner of the 
General Land Oilice and the Secretary of the In- 


! terior would construe it as referring to the date of 


the passage of the bill—the word “now ” being 
employed in lieu of the more common ones, ‘‘from 
and after the passage of this act’’—certainly not 
to its introduction into the House. That is my 
impression. 

Mr. CLAY. Iwill ask my friend from Iowa, 
with his permission, how is it to be ascertained 
that a foreigner was a resident of the country.at 
the time of the passage of the bill? Is thereany 

rovision requiring him to make oath to that fact? 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The bill is, I think, 
It is filled with con- 
ditions and restrictions, and the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office is required to issue such 


K 
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_ rules and-regulations, consistent with the bill, as 
“shall be necessary-aiid proper to carry its provigg 
ions into effect; All the Jaws relating to the pub- 
lic lands are to: be construed together,- Ihave the 
land Jaws before me, and, having read the. sixth 
gection of this bill, I propose.to read the law as it 
stands to show: the contrast against foreigners 
“made in this bill. ‘The general preémption law, 
passed in 1841, reads thus: 
. “Bec. 10, And beit further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act, every person being the bead of a fam- 
‘ity, or widow, ‘or'single man-over-the age of twenty one 
years, and being a citizen of the United States, or haying 
filed his. declaration of intention to become a citizen, as re- 
quired by the naturalization laws; who since the Ist day of 
` Jung, A. D., 1840, made, or shali hereafter make, aset- 
Hlement-in përson on the public tands, to which the Indian 
litle had heen, atthe time of such settlement, extinguished ; 
and which bas been, or shati have been, surveyed prior 
thereto, and who shall inbabit and improve the same, and 
who has or shall: erect a dwelling thereon, shall be, and is 
hereby authorized to enter with the register of the land office 
for the districtin which such land may tie, by legal subdivis 
ions, auy number of acres not excecding one hundred and 
sixty, or a quarter section of tand, to include the residence- 
‘of sich claimant.” 
That act of 1841 is the first in the history of 
d . M a * 
these United States in which we ever undertook to 
confine the benefits of any preémption, donation, 
or other law to citizens of the United States. 
Under all the preémption laws, from the earliest 
foundation of the Government down to that day, 
any foreigner fresh from Europe, who had just 
landed, might, by complying with their provis- 
ions in relation to settlement and cultivation, go 
to the land office, and enter his quarter section 
just as though he were a citizen. That act was 
the first which introduced such a restriction. 
Listen to'the language of the act of 1830, the first 
general law which granted preémption rights to 
all who should settle upon the public domain. 
Its words are: oa 

t That every settler or occupant of the public lands prior 
to the passage of this act, who is now in possession, and 
cultivated any part thereof, shall be entitled to enter,” &c, 

This is the language of the act of 1830, under 
whose provisions preémptions were taken all 
over Alabama, Mississippi and Missouri. Every 
foreigner fresh from Europe, who settled upon any 
portion of the public domain of Alabama, Mis- 
gissippi, or in any of the States, went to the land 
office, and entered the land without any question 
being asked him in regard to citizenship. 

1 come now to the acts of the 19th of June, 1834, 
and of the 22d of June, 1838, under which I 
remember to have granted preémption rights to 
several hundred foreigners in the State of lowa, 
when L was acting as a register of the land office. 
Like their predecessor, these laws read that ‘every 
settler and occupant shall enter,” &c.; precisely 
the same language as that used in all the previous 
laws. 

** Settlers,” “occupants,” and ‘* persons,” are 
the terms made use of, and never were there any 
other terms employed in any ofthe preémption acts 
prior to the act passed by the Whig party in 1841, 
with their triumphant majority in each House of 
Cengress. To that party belongs the honor, if it 
be such, of having introduced the first provision 
in any law of this character to confine its benefits 
to citizens, and to such foreigners as filed their 
declaration to becomecitizens. My venerable and 
distinguished friend from Delaware was not bere 
then; but, if he had been, judging from the penchant 
which he has shown for amendments of this char- 
acter, Ihave no doubt he would have presented it, 
and that it would have been baptised, ‘the Clay- 
ton amendment.” But there was a worthy and 
respectable Senator of his own party, [Mr. Mer- 
rick, of Maryland,] who ably and zealously pressed 
those hostile amendments against foreigners which 
are now being urged by the Senator from Dela- 
ware. 

“Mr. Merrick [Whig Senator forin Maryland] then 
offered the following amendment: 

* Insert after the word years, in the tenth line: 

“ Provided, That the right of preémption granted by this 
act, or the act hereby revived, shall not accrue to any 
other persone than those who were, on the first day of De- 
cember, 1837, citizens of the United States; and such cit- 
izenship shall, in all cases, be established by legal and 
competent testimony, tothe satisfaction of the register and 
receiver of the land district in which the Jands may lie, 
prior to any entry thereof, by virtue of the provisions of this 
act. 

t The amendment I have offered: proposes so to modify 
the bill as to limit the grant of this bounty-to our own ciki- 
zens; to exclude from the immense advantages of this law 
and this policy (for remember, itis avowed on the other } 
side that this is to be the settled policy of the Government, 


i fi. 


and ail other similay Jaws are to be passed continually here- | 
after) ali aliens, all-who are neither native nor naturalized - 
citizens of the Union. . Between the native and natural- 
ized citizen’ I. propose to make no distinction in’ this | 
respect; but I desire, while you are about to deal out the 
property ofthe American citizens in bounties and gratuities, 
that you should confine your liberality in disposing of their 
means to your own people, ` ; 

** What, sir, has been the chief argument urged in favor 
of the passage of this bill? Was it, and is it not, that you 
thereby give to the industrious, and bonest, and enterpris- 
ing poor map, who owns. no Jand, and. has not the means 
of purchasing in the old settled portions of the country, an 
opportunity of acquiring a home, and comfort aud inde- 
pendence tor himself and family? And will you, can you; 
while you use this argument, exclude our own citizens 
from the advantages thus speciously held out, by letting 
loose, as competitors with them, the hordes of European 
and other foreign vagrants, knaves and paupers; and will 
not the poor man, the honest, and virtuous, and industriovs | 
poor man of this country, be effeétuatly exeluded from alt 
the vast benefits and advantages of this and similar laws, 
if you reject the amendment I have offered? Yes, sir, they 
will be excluded by the preoccupancy of the knaves and | 
panpers of the Old World. Already this description of per- 
sons are flocking, in. most pernicious herds, to his conntry ¢ 
let it once be known that they are admitted to the free and 
full enjoyment of the advantages of these precuspiion laws; 
that they are authorized by Congress 10 come in any num- 
bers, and seize upon the inheritance of the American pen- 
ple, and the character of our frontier population will be | 
sadiy changed. No longer shail we find our frontier, as it | 
extends farther and farther west, peopled by brave, and | 
hardy, and patriotic yeomanry. Thatwhich has hitherto | 
been the bulwark may become the scourge of the country. 
You will have there a vicious, corrupt, and debased swarm 
of outcasts from Europe; and the povr, but honest and 
proud-hearted American freeman will rather die in poverty 
and want, than dwell among such people; no, sir, he will 
never go among them; and you exclude him as effectually ; 
by refusing to shut the door against such alien intruders, as 
if you were to proscribe him by name in your statute. 
Make the professions ! have heard good; sọ frame this bill 
as in fact to enable the meritorious poor men of our own 
country who have them not, te acquire homes, and com- 
fort, and. independence for themselves and families, and 
my heart will be with you; at all events, bestow not the 
property of the citizens of this Union in bounties upon | 
aliens who owe you no allegiance, who have no syinpa- 
thies for, no ties to bind them to you, but who are, from 
habit and edueation, hostile to all those institutions so dear 
to this republican people, Sir, so to bestow this properly, 
to pass this bill as it now stands, without the amendment, 
will be an outrage npon the rights as well as upon the feel- 
ings of the American people. 

“Mr. Wavker, of Mississippi, [R, J. Walker,] was 
entirely opposed to the adoption of any such amendment. 
It not only excluded aliens that had been driven by op- 
pression, to seek a shelter among us, but would also pre- 
vent those who voluntarily sought homes in this, the 
country of their adoption. It savored too much of the old 
alien and sedition law to meet his encouragement. Ue 
pointed to cases where the bounty of the Government had 
been extended to foreigners; and cited the case of the ex- 
iled Poles, He alluded, also, to the number of foreigners 
that had so warmly espoused the American cause at the 
time of the Revolution, and had so freely shed their blood 
in defense of her rights, during the late war with Great 
Britain. 1 

“Mr. Norven., of Michigan, said the Senator from | 
Maryland, had asked whether we were to be called on to 
bestow this bounty on foreigners, upon the foreign paupers | 

furopes Sir, if foreign emigrants will come among į 


from E 
us, Clear our lands, drain our marshes, aud plant the soil | 
with wheat and corm, what possible objection eauld be 
made to allowing them thus to contribute to the population 
and wealth of the country ? 

* Mr. Benvon, of Missouri, said he was entirely opposed 
to the amendment of the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. ; 
Merrick.] Jt proposed something new in our legislation, | 
it proposed tor a distinction between aliens and citi 
zeus in the acquisition of property. Preëmption rights had 
been granted since the formation of the Government; and 
no distinction, until pow, had been proposed between the 
persons, or classes of persons, to whom they were granted. 
No Jaw had yetexcluded atiens from the acquisition of a 
| prečmption right, and he was entirely opposed to commenc- 
inga system of legislation which was to affect the property- 
rights of the aliens who came to ovr country to make i 
their home. Political rights rested on a different basis 
They involved the management of the Government, and it 
was right that forcigners showd undergo the process of 
naturalization before they ¢ i the right of sharing in 
the Government. But the acquisition of property was an- 
other affair. It wasa private and personal affair. Tt in- 
voived no question but that of the subsistence, the support, | 
and the comfortable living of the alien and his family. H 

“Mr. BUCHANAN, of Pennsylvania, probably should not 
have said a word npon the subject had it not been for the 
amendment whieh had been offered by the Senator from 
| Maryland, [Mr. Merrick.] This amendmeut proposed to 
make an invidious distinction, which had never been 
| made heretofore in our legislation, against foreigners who 
had settled upon the public lands, and had not been nat- 
| Uratized prior to the tirst day of Decemher last. Whilst ; 
| it granted preémptions in such cases to our own citizens, |j 
it exeluded these foreigners. Why had this change 
been proposed in our settled policy? He had observed 
with regret that atiermpia were pow extensively making 
throughout. the country. to excite what was called a Na- ; 
tive American feeling against those who had come from i 
a foreign land to participate in the ble-sings of our free | 
Constitniion. Such a feeling was nojust--it was ungrate- 
fn the darkest days of the Revotation, who had as 
sisted us in fighting our battles. and achieving. our inde- 
pendence? . Foreigners, yes, sir, foreigners. He would 
not say, for he did not believe, that our independence could 
not have been established without their aid; but he-would 


‘say the struggie would have been longer and. more doubt- 
ful. After the Revolution, emigration. ad been encouraged 
by our policy: ‘Throughout the long and: bloody wars in 
Europe, which-had followed the french Revolution, this 
country had ever been an asylum for the oppressed of, all 
nations. He trusted that at this late day the Congress of 
the United States were’not about to establish, for the first 
time, such an odious distinction as that proposed: between 
one of our citizens, who had settled upon the pubtic lands, 
and his neighbor, who kad pursaed the same course’under 
the faith of your previous policy, merely because the neigh- 
bor had not-resided long enough within the..United States 
to have become a naturalized citizen. He was himselfthe 
sou ofa naturalized foreigner, and perhaps might feel this 
distinction the more sensibly on that account. . He was 
glad the yeas and nays had beea demanded, that he might 
record his vote against the principle proposed by the amend- 
ment. : 
“ Mr. Youna said: But, sir, the object of this amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Maryland (Mr,.Mer- 
rick] is to exclude foreigners not naturalized from the ad- 
vantages held out by this bill to native citizens, and tosuch 
as have been naturalized. I, sir, can never consent to this 
distinction. By the constitution and laws of Illinois, the 
State. of my adoption, foreigners inay vote, they may be 
elected to offices of the most important character, and are 
made capable of purchasing, holding, enjoying and’ again 
transferring real éstate, by will or otherwise. Yes, Mr. 
President, | have seen a foreigner, not natnralized, a mem- 


-ber of our State Legislature, enjoying al] the privileges ota 


native citizen. Many of them are my acquaintances and 
friends, and I cannot vote against them. I hope, therefore, 
Mr. President, that the amendment may not be adopted. 


Thus spoke the leading and distinguished Dem- 
ocrats who occupied these seats in June, 1838, upon 
the question which, in spirit, and almost in form, 
is now before us. There was another Senator, 
an esteemed friend of mine, well known through- 
out the whole Republic for the talent and states- 
manship which he exhibited during a.series of 
years, both in this and the other House of Con- 
gress, and to whose views on this subject, | beg 
respectfully to call the attention of my friend from 
Alabama, (Mr. Ciay,] knowing, as I do, that they 
will have great weight with him: 

“Mr. Chay, of Alabama, expressed: his astonishment at 
the motion of the Senator from Maryland, (Mr. Merrick, ] to 
exclude foreigners settled on the public lands from the right 
of pre€mption. That honorable: Senator, Mr. Clay said, 
could not be aware that his amendment, if adopted, would 
go to change the whole policy of the Government hereto- 
fore toward tbat unfortunate class of individuals. That 
policy, Mr. Clay said, had commenced more than twenty 
years ago. Inthe year 1817, Congress passed a law setting 
apart four contiguous townships of land for the Freneh 
emigrants, who had followed the fortunes of Napoleon; and 
been driven from their own country by the fast disastrous 
battle of that great chieftain. Carrying out in practice the 
theory that our own free country is the asylum of the op- 
pressed of all others, Congress, by the law alluded to, had 
authorized the grant of these four townships to these ùn- 
fortanate exiles, On better terms than Jand was sold to our 
own citizens; thatis, not only at the then minimum price, 
buton acredit of fourteen years. 

“Agai, on a more recent occasion, when the liberties of 
unhappy Poland bad been cloven down by the power of 
despotism, and many of her unfortunate sons had songht a 
refuge in the only “land of the free,” Congress had granted 
thirty-six entire sections of land to two hundred and thirty~ 
five of her exiles, on the payment of the minimum price in 
ten years. Indeed, Mr. Clay remarked, the Senate had gone 
r in this case, as well as he recollected, as to pass the 
stailuded to in such form as to make the grant a pure 
donation; but the House had very properly modified the 
bill so as to require the payment of the minimum within 
ten years. Mr. Clay said he was not disposed to put for- 
eigners on a better footing than native citizens, but he was 
far from a disposition to exclude such as were cultivators 
of the public lands, and had thus given evidence of their 
iutention to reside permanently amongst us from the ben- 


| efits common to others, especially wifen the laws of most 


of the States allowed them to become landholders. He 


| was, he said, in favor of making our own country emphat- 


ically what it professed to be—a refuge and a home for the 
oppressed of all other countries—an asylum for every for- 


| eigner who might be driven into exile by the hand of ty- 


ranny. 

‘Mr. Clay made other remarks against the adoption of the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Maryland, urging 
its rejection, and expressing the earnest hope that Congress 


„would not now depart from the liberal and humane policy 


which had heretofore characterized its legislation.”’ 
The following are the yeas and nays on Mr. 
Merrick’s amendment: 


“ VYeas—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Knight, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 


| Robbins, Sinith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Tatlmadge, 
: and Tipton—15. 


“Nays~—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, - 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Luwpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Walker, 
Webster, White, Williams, Wright, and Young—26.”’ 

Mr. President, there is,it seems to memuch in- 
struction in this debate. It isa correct rule to 
reason of the future by the past. Sir, have any 
of the gloomy predictions of Mr. Merrick, or 
those who voted and spoke with him, been real- 
ized by the passage of those laws which they re- 
sisted so determinedly, especially their lagubrious 
vaticinations respecting the‘ foreign paupers,” 


with revolutionary designs, which these laws were 
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to throw upon the new States? No, not one; 
but on the contrary, these laws have been most 
beneficent in their operation. They have contrib- 
uted to bring us that hardy, industrious, and law- H 
abiding population with which the new States are || 
filedup. The foreign element is a respectable, |} 
but not a controlling one. We are anxious in the |} 
new Siates for its increase. We are those who || 
are to be most affected by this population, and || 
should ‘be glad that the views and feelings of the | 
people of the. new States and Territories should 
be allowed to goven in the enactment of suchlaws 


as are calcalated above all others to bring us that | 


which we most want—population. 0 
|i laws produce it, and shouid be repealed. If those 
' laws are to remain as they now are, and emigra- 


I ask you, sir, if these foreigners canbe allowed 
in any numbers to go and settle upon, and buy 
the-public domain, and that, too, under the rights 
of preémption, which means preference over every 
other person in the world, at $1 25 peracre, what || 
additional evil can result from granting them the i 

| 
l 


homestead privileges of this bill in common with | 
our own citizens? The homestead bill is not so |; 
liberal towards this class as are the preémption || 
laws; and as the latter have been found to work ` 
well in practice, [think we should be willing to | 
try the former. 
bill as applied to native-born Americans, hostile 


. to itin any shape, itis quite unnecessary, it seems |: 


to me, that they should wage this merciless war- | 
fare upon the section for the benefit of foreigners. 


Mr. President, I should like to know of the i 
i; cultivated the land for five consecutive years. 


Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Ciayton,] or any 


of those who codperate with him, when, and upon i 


what occasion, this much abused foreign popula- 
tion has shown any disloyalty to the insututions 
of this country? When, and where, have they 


ever raised the standard of rebellion against its |! 
Constitution or its laws? At no time or place, do f 


I believe they have ever done either; nor have I | 
the most distant idea that they contemplated either | 
or any of these things. I remember that my j 
friend from Mississippi, (Mr. Apams,] during the , 


last winter, alluded to some ebullition of feeling on || 
: friends and neighbors, to acquire a homestead in i| cle and bone is the best to develop its resources. 


the part of some of the German population, I think, 


of Cincinnati, which I myself regretted, but which |} 


I attributed to others—to native-born citizens, || 
Abolitionisis—such as those of the old Bay State, || 
and others who were so much disposed on a recent | 
occasion to give way to mob-violence. J repeat || 
my solemn belief that there are no more loyal and 
patriotic people than those foreigners who have 
found their way to Iowa, Wisconsin, and other 
western States. When the Senator from Kentucky 
{Mr. Tnompson] was ridiculing the persons and 
bodily formation of these men who happened to be | 
born on the opposite side of the ocean, I think, | 
if the scenes of the American Revolution could 
have been brought frest. to his memory, if he 


could have contemplated the Irish foreigner, l i 
|| with their requirements, and 1 undertake to say ;i 


Montgomery, in his windirg sheet—one of the 
y 


very first to strike and fall sn the cause of our |! 
then struggling and feeble country; had he re- |} 


membered the services of Pulaski, Kosciusko, 


DeKalb, Lafayette, and that host of other noble |. 
spirits who flocked around our revolutionary :: i 
‘ascribed to emigration, nor should we be told that | 


standard, and shed their blood upon almost every 
battle-field, from Massachusetts to Georgia, he 
could not have found itin his heart to oppose, de- 
nounce, and ridicule their countrymen in the man- 
ner he did. The person of the Baron Steuben may i; 
not have been such in all particulars as would 
command the admiration of the Senator from : 


Kentucky, but it was one that faced the front of ji 


war—one from whom the father of his country |! 
was willing to receive that instruction in military | 
tactics which his early and imperfect education į 
had not given him an opportunity to acquire. 

I know much of these people. I speak from 
my knowledge of the great body of them when I ; 
say before God and the Senate that I believe they | 
are as true, as loyal, as devoted to theinstitutions | 
of the country as any native citizens, and are | 
among the most ready to take up arms in its 
defense. Look at your Adjutant General’s reports, 
compare the places of nativity of the soldiers who 
enlisted in your Army during all the wars from 
that of the Revolution down to the recent war | 
with Mexico, and you will find a very large pro- 
portion of them were foreigners. I have lived ina 
section of the country in which it has been neces- 
sary at times to call for volunteers to repel Indian 
hostility, and have never found these people, 
whether they had gone through the forms of natu- 


i 
i 


To those who are opposed to the || 
: of allowing them as your native-born citizens, i! sixty years to pass the title of her lands from the 


| called 
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ralization or not, backward in rallying in defense [giving three hundred and twenty. acres to the 
of the country of their choice, and that too with- (heads of families, and one: hundred and sixty 
out hopa of reward or ie ee TE | seas single settlers in Oregon, We have recently 
though iier from the nonorabie Senator || had, from that portion of the country, ‘petitions 
from Delaware as widely as the poles upon almost li presented, roquesting us to relieve some df them | 
every political question, I entertain a high per- | of the provision requiring five years: settlement 
sonal respect for him, for his years and public |i and occupancy, and asking to be‘allowed to buy 
services, and my colleague, when a delegate in the | the lands. Those who become able prefer to ‘buy 
other House, caused one of the finest counties of |i the land, rather than be compeiled to live oir at for 
our State to be named after that Senator, in conse- || five consecutive years without acquiring title, ts 
I have a statement, though not by me, showing 


quence of his friendship to iowa when a Territory. 
| that under the land system as it now exists, sell- 


i was about to ask him, but I will not—4i will 
inquire of the most determined opponent of this || ing, as you have sold in Michigan, from the time 
foreign-born population, if he will propose to repeal || my distinguished friend [Mr. Cass} went: there 
our naturalization laws? "Tor if it.be an evil those |; until the present time, it will take fifty-four years 
to extinguish within the borders of that State the 

|| proprietorship of this Government, which lords it 
tion shall continue to pour into the country, I| over the people of the new States somewhat:-after 
humbly submit that it is much the wiser course ;| the manner of Great Britain over Ireland, selling 
to adopt such measures as will cause these people |i and exhausting all our resources to pay’ for its 
to feel the deepest possible interest inour country |; land, without contributing a dollar towards the 
and its institutions. i! support of our Government, or allowing our aus 
At present the fight is upon allowing them to || thorities to tax their land to support State’ or 
become the owners of the soil, that soil which |; county government. : 
many of them bave fattened with their blood, as In Missouri, nearly two thirds of whose super+ 
I know was the case in Wisconsin and lowa. |i ficial area remains public land, it wili take, under 
Here you fight them upon the simple privilege H the present system, and at the rate of past sales, 


tj 
Ji 
H 


when they take their lives in their hands, and go || United States to individuals, and thas make them 
to Nebraska and Kansas, the right to become the |; available for the support of the State govèrn- 
owners of a quarter section, after having complied | ment.* : 
with the conditions of the law, and settled and |! Now, sir, this being the condition of the public 
Is "land States, | ask you if any measure which has 
there any party, faction, or segment of a pariy, |, for its object the encouragement of the settlement 
except that misguided and proscriptive faction, |, of these lands with a hardy, industrious people, 

“ Native Americans” or “f Know-No- |i who will find their way to them, will do us any 
things,” who have the hardihood or the courage} harm? I think not; but, on the contrary, great 
to propose to repeal the naturalization laws of the |: benefit. No one, J take it, will propose to repeal 
United States? I sincerely. hope and trast not! |! the naturalization laws. Then is it not better by 
If there be, however, a- party or a faction with i| liberal laws, to make them land-owning and tax- 
such purposes, they should direct their guns at |i paying citizens, than, by a different policy, to 
the naturalization laws, If these men are un- |; keep them in your crowded cities? To state the 
worthy to settle on your public domain and be |; case, it appears to me, is to meet an affirmative 
allowed with others, who go with them, their |; answer. Of all the capital in a new country, mus- 


case you pass this bill or any other of a similar || [ feel an abiding confidence that the homestead 
character, then you snould go further and repeal |! feature ingrafted upon our present land system, 
your naturalization laws or increase the time re- |; will operate most beneficially, and will ‘be felt to 
quired to twenty-one years. These are the pro- |! a greater or less extent in all the ramifications of 
visions which should be enacted, if this be a |!| society. It will give confidence and security to 
dangerous, a revolutionary, or an incendiary pop- ‘| those who are seeking to benefit their condition, 
ulation, which [deny in toto. f undertake to say |; but are prevented from settling on the public do- 
that nothing of the sort can ever be established? |! main because of the dread with which they look 


There are some of them when they have arrived |! to the sale of the land on which they may reside. 
here fresh from Eurepe, who have been imposed |: Of all the things the nearest and dearest to the hu- 
upon by Abolitionists and others, but when they i man heart, is the desire to become the possessor 
understand, (as they readily do, for the larger |: of a piece of our mother earth. Itis the strongest 
portion of them being educated, can read the | fecling which animates the human breast. ‘The 
Constitution, and the laws of the United States,) |! - 
they are willing to live up to the laws and comply į 


*Wasuineron, May:1, 1854. 
Sır : In reply to your inquiries of April 29, L have the 


that in any State there will be found as fe | honor to mform you that I have examined the returns of the 
k 


stances of resistance to the laws of the land 


ms | Commissioner of the General Land Office, and find as fol- 
i lows : 


f 
i 
} 


benefits is greatly exaggerated. 
as a measare which will swallow up all the public 


: highly beneficial to the new States and the Terri- 


: National or State Legislatures, other than taxa- 
: tion, 


| 


among the foreign-born population of the country, 
as in any other class. 
But our unparalleled increase is not be mainly 


this is a bill for the benefit of foreigners alone. . 
The last census shows that of our whole popula- : 
tion of 23,347,884, but 2,210,028 were born ini; 
foreign countries. From this, the most reliable 
data, it will be seen that our increase is to be at- 
tributed mainly to the productive and expansive 
energies of the Anglo Saxon stock of this conti- 
nent—the same causes which impelled us forward 
so rapidly in oar early history, when emigration | 
was comparatively unknown. 
Mr. President, this homestead bill is the most | 
misunderstood and most abused bill, in my opin- Í 
ion, that has ever entered this body. The num- 
| 

i 


ber of persons who will avail themselves of its | 
t is spoken of | 


lands. My own belief is that it will cause more | 
of them to be annually sold for cash than are now : 


disposed of. 1 believe that its operation will be |: 


tories, but equally or more so to the people of the | 
old States, and especially to that class who, whilst il 
they feed, and may be ssid to support, all others, 
rarely, if ever, receive anything at the hands of 


i 
I call the attention of the Senate to the fact | 
that, although we passed a liberal homestead law i 


: the year 1820, =la j 
| riod of thirty-three years, there was sold and toeaied by land 
ii warrants 10,094,527 acres, and there remained undisposed 
| of 9,083, 


:i about sixty years. 


The first public eale of lands in Alabama was made in 
the year 1809. From that date to the 30th- June last, a pe- 
riod of forty-four years, there was sold and located by land 
warrants 12,514.60 acres, and there remained undisposed 
of 15,019,693 aer Estimating the future by the past, it 
will require, to dispose of this remaining land, a period of 
about fifty two years. a tine : 

‘The first public sale of land in Mississippi was made in 
From that date to the 30th- June last, a pe- 


G acres. Estimaung the future by the past, it 
will require, to dispose of this remaining land, a period of 


: about twenty-nine years. 


The first public sale of land in Arkansas wasmade in the 
year 1821. From twat date to the 30th June last; a period 
of thirty-two years, there was sold and locatediby land 
warrants 52,980 acres, and there remained undisposed 
of 15,725,388 acres. Estimating the future by the past, it 
will require, to dispose of this remaining land, a period of 
about ninety-nine years. | X : ? 

‘Phe first public sale of land in Missouri was made in the 
year 1818. Fram that date. to the 30th June last, a period 
of thirty-five years, there was sold and iocated by land 
warrants 13,105,500 acres, and there remained undisposed 

Hae ‘Estimating the future by the past, it 
pose of this remaining land, a period of 


‘The first publie sale of lands in Michigan was made in 


| the year 1818. From that date to the 30th June last, a pe~ 
! riod of thirty five years, there was sold and located by lang 


warrants 10,423,302 acres, and there remained undisposed 
of 16,142,293 acres. Estimating the future by the past, it 


i! will regaire, to dispoge of this remaining land, a period of 
i ahont. fifty-four years, p 


fam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
DAVID H. BURR, 
Draughtsman United States Senate, 
Hon. A, C. Denar, United States Sendte, : 
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say's ees ` 


settlers. upon the public domain in the new States 
snd: Territories look with alarm at the appearance 
of the United. States surveyor, and with far 
reater terror to the proclamation. :of the Presi- 
Rent ordering the lands.on which.they have loca- 
ed. to be sold on a three. months’ notice. 
-Pass this. bill, and ‘individuals who may settle 
and: reside. upon public. land for five consecutive 
years, will. get, their, homes; others who are not 
willing to wait so long a time can buy theirs 
whenever.they choose... | : . 
. From calcolations which have been made, Tam 
inclined. to the opinion that not. more than one 
-half the quantity of publiclands annually disposed 
of in the northwest, is purchased by those who 
wish.to cultivate it. An immense amount is now 
being entered by those who do it exclusively from 
motives of speculation. One of the excellent tend- 
encies of this: bill will be to check these specula- 
tions in the public domain, and I am one of those 
who think it almost a national calamity that the 
pill reported: by Senator Walker, of Mississippi, 
in 1836, and which passed this body, confining 
the sale of all public lands to actual settlers, did 
not become a law. 

F ask Senators, as American citizens, as those 
who are disposed to keep the country together, 
and to sustain all its institutions, whether it is 
better—no one proposing to repeal the naturali- 
zation laws of the United States—that you should 
Keep.the foreign-born population confined. to the 
cities, discourage them from going to the frontier, 
or allow them to. spread out, and fuse in with, and 
become a part of the population of the country? 
Sir, their numbers, as 1 have before remarked, 
are magnified. The census shows this very clearly j 
—shows that the number of foreigners in the coun- 
try, and the probable number who as public 
domain, is immensely exaggerated, Let no man 
tell me that this is a bonus, or a bounty to revolu- 
tionary Europe. Sir, your naturalization laws, 
and your free institutions, the participation of for- 
eiguers in the struggle which burst British ty- 
ranny, and enabled us to advance from colonial 
dependence to our present proud position—your 
inter-communication by steam navigation—these 
are the things which bring foreigners here, and 
not your land system. A large portion of them 
ware mechanics and tradesmen who settle in cities, 
and will not, under your most liberal Jand sys- 
tem, find their way to the frontier. No, sir, it is 
not the Jands, but the laws and free institutions, 
that bring thern here. 

Sir, I have said that I think something is due 
to the House of Representatives. That House, at 
an early day, among the very first measures which 
were passed at this session, sent us the home- 
stead bill. It was sent to usat the first session of 
a previous Congress. It was then lost, because 
of a want of devotion on the part of its friends. 
A proposition to establish ocean line steamers, to 
increase their compensation, and other measures 

. of alike character, which have some speculation 
and outside strength to support them, very easily 
pass, and upon the shortest possible notice; but 
look, at the time that we have had to consider the 
homestead bill. To-day is the first time it has 
been up for months. Sir, it is for a class, whether 
they be, foreigners or not, who are not able to be 
represented here by lobby agents, and that class 
of borers, who, I fear, are becoming more suc- 
cessful'than they deserve. - It is a bill for those 

| who pay the taxes, who fight the battles of the 
country, and that, too, without any inducement 
beyond patriotism; it is for the men who rally for 
the trifling pay which is given to the regular sol- 
diers, at the first sound of war, and are ready to |i 
marehto the Rio Grande, orto other portions of the 
country which may be assailed by an enemy. 


+ 


| one way or another, than if theman were back in 
| G&many or in Ireland. 


| born citizen would give you; he gives you the 


4 
| 
-Mr BROWN. Mr. President, I may vote ji 
against striking out this section. [rather think i 
I shall; and I wish to submit one or two observa- |; 
tions in explanation of my present views. 1 do || 
not put the construction upon this section which |; 
other Senators have placed upon it. My reading | 
of it is not the same-as theirs. It provides: | 
i 

| 


. © Phat if any individual, now a resident of any one of 
the States or Territories, and not a citizen of the United 
States, but, at the time of making such application for the 
benefitof this act, shall have filed.a declaration of intention, | 
as required by the naturalization laws of the United States, 
and shall become a citizen of the sume before the issuance 
of the patent, A9 MADE AND PROVIDED FOR IN THIS ACT.” 


* As made and provided forin this act.” Take 
that language in connection with the rest of the 


| 
| 


i rights of American-born citizens, and then stop- 
| ping short when you are only asked to allow them 
: to occupy and cultivate the wild lands of the West. 
: H they 


| voting, Lam for getting as much work out of them 


bill, and what do we ascertain?) ‘The bill else- || 
where provides that the patent shall issue at the. 


expiration of five years. Ibis “made and, pro] 


vided? that it shall do so. Ft is clear to my mind 
that if an alien born seeks the benefits of this act, 
he can obtain them only on the condition, of his 
perfecting his citizenship in the five years. The 
act only proposes, tg, hold the land in reserve for 
him five years. In that time he may complete 
his citizenship, if he chooses. . If he fails, he 
loses all rights under the act. He cannot receive 
the title, because, having had the opportunity of 
becoming a citizen competent to receive it, he has 
voluntarily declined domg so. The means aré 
«made and provided” for him; andif he rejects 
them, it is his own fault, a 
I think the construction placed upon the section 
by some Senators, that a foreigner may continue 
to reside on the land without becoming a citizen, 
is not sustained by the language of the section. 
If he has filed his declaration of intention to 
become a citizen, and shall actually become so 
within the five years, a patent shall issue to him, 
just as though he were a native-born citizen. 
"That is all that the section means, according to my 
reading of it. If he fails to become a citizen, at 
the expiration of the five years he cannot receive 
the title, and Government, having complied with 
its part of the. engagement, may, and doubtless 
will, sell the land to any one else who imay offer 
himself as-a purchaser. 
Now, sir, a few words as to granting lands at 
all to foreign-born people. I am, perhaps, as 
much opposed as any gentleman in the Senate to 
conferring political rights on foreigners, us long 
as they are such; but when they have been natu- 
ralized, when mey have been, by our laws, placed 
upon the same footing with American-born citi- 
zens, then, and then only, am I ready to admit 
them to all the rights of citizenship. But, sir, 
during this session of the Senate we have made a 
very marked exception to that general rule. We 
have, by the almost unanimous vote of the Senate, 
authorized, in the two important Territories 
which we have just organized—Kansas and Ne- 
braska—foreign-born people, who are not yet citi- 
zens, to vote, and we have admitted them to all 
the political rights of our own Wve citizens. 
And now, sir,shall we hesitate when weare asked 
simply to allow these same people to settle upon 
a piece of public land? How can the mere fact 
of a foreigner settling upon a bit of land affect the 
politica prosperity or property of the country. 
Jow is it going to affect the political rights of 
our people? His settlement there does not give 
him the right to vote; it does not give him the 
right to hold office; it confers upon him no politi- 
cal authority. And as far as the mere occupancy 
of the soil, it no more affects the rights of native- 
born citizens, or the political rights of the country 


It is the right of suffrage, 
the right to vote, and to hold office by the votes of 
other foreigners like himself, that interferes with 
our people and our politics. 

We get a marked advantage from having labor- 
ers employed on the public lands; and. the labor 
of a foreigner is quite as productive as though he 
were a native-born citizen. Every bushel of corn 
that he raises, every bushel of wheat, every 
ounce of produce of every kind which he makes 
by his labor, enters into the general wealth of the 
nation, and tothe same extent as though he were a 
native-born citizen. Then, I say, thatso far as this 
bill goes, you grant him no right except the mere 
right of occupying the land and cultivating it; and, 
in return for this, he gives you all that a native- 


products of his labor as an addition to the gen- 
eral wealth. f cannot, myself, see the propriety 
of first admitting foreigners to all the political 


; are fit to vote and hold office, I hardly 
think we shall be seriously damaged b allowing 
thera to mingle their labor with the soil which we 
allow them to govern. If they doany part of the 


as possible; and if they have a fancy for cultiva- 
ting the soil, I am clear for letting them do it. 

Í think there is a manifest propriety, when you 
have admitted a man to political rights, that you 
‘should provide for-him in some way a home; and 


that, too, atthe cheapest. rate at which it can be- 
supplied... What is. your interest, sir; what is 
manifestly your interest towards these people- 
whom you have allowed, by your legislation, to 
vote in Kansas and Nebraska; and, I believe, in 
all the other Territories? Itis to settle them down, 
to make them permanent inhabitants of the-coun- 
try, to stop their roving disposition, to get them 
out of your cities and towns, and identify them 
as early as possible with the soil, That, [’believe, 
is our true policy. If] could have had my way, 
I never would have admitted these people to poli- 
tical řights until they had been here long enough 
to leary something of our laws, long enough to 
learn and study and understand our Constitution; 
but the policy of the country, as marked out by 
the two branches of the Legislature, and sanctioned 
by the President, has been different. It has beerto 
admit them to all the rights of citizenship, so far as 
voting and holding office in these Territories are 
concerned. Now, Jam notgoing to stop short and 
say toa man, “though you may have thé same 
right to vote as a native-born citizen; though yeu 
have the same right to hold office as a native-born 
citizen, you shall not have the same right to occupy 
theland; though you may govern, you shall not 
occupy the soil. I see no propriety in this—no 
reason for it. Why, sir, [ would rather any sort 
of a foreigner should occupy a quarter Section of 
land than it should be occupied by a wolf or a 
bear. I would rather that any sort of a foreigner, 
who would cultivate it, should occupy it, than a 
savage. And this upon the principle which I 
have already stated, that his laboris just as valu- 
able as though it were the labor of a native-born 
citizen. [tis worth as much, and the products of 
it will sell for as much-in the market, and go a8 
far in subsisting the country. According to the 
bill, you do not give him a title until he is a citi- 
zen, and made so according to the laws of the land. 
When he is made a citizen, then, I say, not only 


| in reference to this, but in reference to all other 


rights, Iam for putting him upon a footing with 
natives-born, : 

It is said many of these emigrants are bad men; 
doubtless, this is true. But will he be madea 
better man by keeping him in a city or town? 
The best thing that can be done with a bad man 
is to put him to work, and, as long as you can 
keep him at it, he will be out of: mischief. i 

Upon the broad principle that one man’s Jabor 
is as good as another in raising corn, wheat, cot- 
ton, rice, or tobacco, I am willing to see- every 
foreigner go to work on the public lands. When 
he becomes a citizen in the regular way, I would 
admit him to all the rights of a citizen, political 
as well as others. I would not give him the title 
until he became a citizen; but if he wanted to 
work the land, I would tell him to go ahead. Tt 
would make a better man of him; and when he 
come to be a citizen, he would love the land all 
the more in which he had mingled his sweat. 

You committed a grevious fault when you au- 
thorized foreigners to vote and govern the coun- 


i try. You cannotatone for it by refusing them 


the right to work the land which they govern. 
Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, I do tot de- 
sire to enter into this discussion, but I wish to 
suggest a few thoughts which occur to my mind, 
as the reasons which induce me to vote to strike 
out the sixth section, The whole of this ques- 
tion has been brought upon us by an unnecessary 
purchasing out of Indian title and the acquisition 
of too much land in that way; and because our 
population is not sufficiently large to occupy this 
extensive country, we are seeking to divest our- 
selves of this great possession, as we say, in the 
best way we can for the benefit of mankind. As 


| there are more lands within the limits of this 


country than can be occupied by our people, we 
are seeking out all manner of inventions to dis- 
pose of it, and hence the present controversy. It 
is not, a controversy between foreigners, and 
American or native citizens. It is unjust to the 
character of the country and to the respective par- 
ties of this Confederacy, to charge this against 
one or the other. -ft is, sir, a question of justice 
between the foreign population and the natives of 
the country. Like the Senator from Delaware, I 
maintain that, if there be any property to be dis- 
tributed, or any advantage in the administration 
of bounties, the native American, the citizen of 
the country, should be entitled to it. 1 maintain 
that the man who has up to this period lived upon 
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your soil, defended your frontier against the 
savage population, of which my able and distin- 
guished friend from Iowa has spoken, defended 
it from the incursions and attacks of the very 
nations from which these foreigners may come, 
should be entitled to it. The man who does not | 
possess that feeling is lacking something of that 
patriotism which attaches to me in my native i 


country. i 


Why, sir, I have not an unkind feeling toa for- | 
eigner. I extend the handof charity and the arm | 
of protection as soon to him, personally, as Ii 
would to my native-born neighbor; but, sir, when | 
I am called upon as an American Senator, repre- 
senting this great Confederacy, to dispose of any 
rights, whether personal or political, or to make 
any donations which it is supposed Congress has 
power to make, I will never do injustice to the 
citizens of the country for the benefit of a for- 
eigner. : 

Now, sir, I wish to state one thought that has | 
occurred to my mind daring this discussion. į 
The Constitution of the United States contem- | 
plates a difference between the native and the for- | 
eigner, and requires a uniform system of natural- | 
ization. There is a constitutional difference be- | 
tween personal and political rights in some de- | 
gree. By our naturalization laws we declare to 
the world that all foreigners, whatever may be 
their age, who arrive within the limits of this 
country, are not of full age—speaking after the 
manner of men—are not twenty-one years of age : 
until they remain here five years, and qualify | 
themselves to become American citizens. ‘Those | 
persons, then, who are not qualified for want of | 
proper time or examination into our institutions, | 
are to be entitled, according to this bill as it stands, | 
to one hundred and sixty acres of land, when the | 
sons of native American people over the age of | 


sixteen years, understanding our language, living |) 


here, having, in all probability, rendered some | 
service to the country, cannot, in anticipation of 
their majority, claim to settle upon one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, because they are not of 
full age.” A foreigner who cannot utter an Eng- 


lish sentence, whose parents, and who himself, || 
never rendered a particle of service to this coun- | 


try, can go under this bill, and settle himself | 
upon one hundred and sixty acres of land, while : 
an American young man of intelligence, even if 
he be in his nineteenth year, is not entitled to it. 

Why do you require a pupilage of five years 
before a foreigner can become a citizen? Iris to | 
enable him to qualify himself for the duties of a 
citizen. Why is a young man of sixteen deprived 
of political rights until he becomes twenty-one? 
Why does this bill require that Americans, to re- 
ceive its benefits, shall be of full age, while a for- 
eigner who has just arrived, may take land under 
it? Why not say to the young man of sense, the 
poor of your soil, who have been here from the | 
foundation of your Government, ‘“ Go whilst this | 


- pupilage exists, place yourself upon the public ;j 


lands, and wait until you are twenty-one years of | 


age,and then a patent shall issue to you?” Why | 


do gentlemen discriminate between foreigners and 
native Americans? Ido not wish gentlemen to 
` understand me, or to charge me with being unkind | 
or ungenerous, or wanting in proper philanthropy 
towards foreigners. love them as much as 
others. There ts no difference between us on that | 
score. 
But here comes up another great point of view. | 
Is not this a disposition of the public land? Is it | 
a disposition founded upon justice, upon liber- 
ality, or upon any principle of equity? Answer 
me, if you please, gentlemen. Do it candidly, 
uuinfluenced by foreign feeling or native Amer- 
ican feeling. You ere giving away the public | 
lands. On what principle are you doing it? Are | 
you giving them as a compensation for services , 
rendered to the country? No, sir, but you are | 
giving away your public lands because you want 
to get rid of them. You want to give them to 
somebody, and why do you give them to foreign- 
ers, instead of to the whole American people? 
The question cannot be answered. Here, you 
may say, is a foreign gentleman of education, of 
honor, honesty, and property, leaving his country 
and coming here to enjoy the privileges and hap- 
piness of this Government. As soon as he steps 
upon our shores, he is disconnected from his old 
home, and is seeking anew one here. Heis free 
to go anywhere. He is invited to take the public 


t 
| 
| 
1 


| hundred and sixty acres of public land unless he 


| that time as the cestui que trusts. À 
; give them to the American people—not to the idle | 
poor whose habits prevent them from acquiring, | 
but to the man who, by toil and honest employ- | 
ment as a citizen, has acquired the comforts of |) 


| drive me, to give to every male citizen of the United | 


I 


lands as a free gift. Here stands by on the very 
spot where he lands, a raechanic:in the city of | 
New York, who was bound an apprentice boy to 
learn his occupation, who has been toiling from 
morning till night to sustain himself and family. 
You say to him that he shall not be entitled to one 


abandons his trade, goes from the State of New 
York, and settles upon one hundred and sixty 
acres in the West, and there remains for five 
years. You require that, before he can receive 
the land, he shall abandon an occupation calcu- 
lated to benefit and prosper the country, and one | 
for which he bad been taught and reared. You 
say to him in language so plain that no man can 
doubt: “ Although you paid your taxes and aided 
in fighting the battles of your country, yet in 
consequence of your occupation, which is neces- | 
sary to the subsistence of society, and to the | 
prosperity of the country, your hands are so i 
completely tied to a particular location that you 
shall not enjoy the glorious privileges obtained 
by your labor, and protected by your arms, bat 
a foreigner who is afloat, and can settle where he 
pleases, shall enjoy them.” You say the like to , 
the poor dependent widow, with a family, per- 
haps, of ten children, whose husband has been in 
the army of the country, and has perished in the 
service, though poverty surrounds her, that she 
is fixed like a plant to one peculiar spot, and shall 
stay there, because her poverty is too great to 
allow her to pick up her all and travel with those 
children to the great western regions, and settle 
there, and cut down the forest trees. She is to 
be denied justice, and the foreigner is to receive 
the land which she ought to have enjoyed, be- 
cause she is incapable of going there. 
Contrast this bill as you please, gentlemen, 
and it is an outrage upon justice, upon the equal 


* 


rights of this country, and 1 tell you to-day there į 


will bea rising up of public indignation against 
the inequality of this measure; and there ought to 
be. It seeks to disconnect society, to dissolve the 
relationship of neighborhood, by seducing men to 
leave their homes, and go out and settle upon dis- 
tant soils, and it says to them, “If you do not do 
it you shall be entitled to nothing.” I may bea 
man with but one arm and one leg, or with nei- 
ther, with none of the means of locomotion. J 
may bea poor man, settled on one particular spot 
which I cannot leave. I muststay there. Those 
legs and arms may have been lost in the service | 
of the country, but that is immaterial. I cannot 

enjoy this boon; you say to me that I cannot, 

although the very man who may have inflicted | 
those wounds in the opposite ranks among the | 


why sheuld we not have it? Why should my. 
distinguished friend from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,} 
whose services to the country, inthe field, and in 
the Cabinet, have placed him befjre the American 
people in a proud and prominent” position, be ex* 
cluded, and a man from a foreign nation, and per- 
haps infected with vice, have the right conferred. 
upén him? Why give it to such-a.man and deny 
it to my friend from Michigan? By what'princei- 
ple of equity or justice can you make such a idis- 
crimination? You cannot do it. Then, sir, these 
lands, if they are in the way, and you must get 
rid of them, and they are increasing ‘to such ‘an 
extent that you cannot occupy them, give them 
| to the people, in the name of justice, who to-day 
| are living here, and whose forefathers fought for 
and gave us this immense inheritance. Give to 
each his right; can anybody deny the justice and 
propriety of doing that? 
In addition to that, t 


i 
{ 
t 
i 
i 


here are thousands of. 


l wretched, unhappy poor, who would emigrate if 


| they had the means ijn their hand; would go with 
joy if they could. Why will you say to them, 
i stand ye there; and because you stand there, we 
deny you that justice which we give to the for- 
eigner, who stands by your side, idleand wretched, 
and who has never paid a dollar of taxes for the . 
| defense of this Government? It is wrong; it is 
radically wrong; itis unjust. I feel it to be so,” 
It may be asked, are there enough lands to give 
to every person of every description?” Yes; and 
I will go a little farther in my amendment, ‘in the 
amendment founded upon my judgment.’ If you 
| cannot take care of your public lands, husband 
them, diminish your revenue, reduce your terri- 
tory, if necessary. Let your influence spread 


| over the territories wherever they lie, and let them 


be occupied by those who desire to do so. That 
| is my doctrine. You will not do it; hence I say, 
give it to every citizen, native or adopted, for the 
purpose of encouragement;'and a still more im- 
portant thing, to increase population by reproduc- 


|; tion; give to every girl over the age of eighteen or 


twenty-one, one hundred and sixty acres of land. 
Mr. BROWN. How would that affect repro- 
duction? Sar” 
Mr. DAWSON. By inducing some one to 
unite with her. Now, I want to know is this not 


‘right? Is it notjust? And can.you give a good 


reason to your constituents when you go home 
and point out the sixth section of this bill, and 
| tell them that you have conferred this upon aliens; 
i and when they ask you why did you notgive it to 
‘us, can you then say, ‘* You are well enough off 
! at home and did not want it??? Will that do? 


enemies of the country, now comes here as a for- 
eigner, and receives a hundred and sixty acres of 
land, while there | am compelled to stay because 
l cannot go on the public domain. Is this right? 
It is unjust; it is cruel, because it violates the 
principles of jastice. Hence itis, that seeing that 
the public lands will have to go, I have come to | 
the determination that they should be divided 
fairly. | 
{am no agrarian; I am no bidder for public 
estimation; I do not desire to purchase any special 
influence by special legislation; but I say if the 
public lands are to be given away, they belong to 
the men of the country, the citizens of the United 
States, and whenever you are about to make a 


| Well, Mr. President, they say it is land, and it 
| must go into the possession of somebody. Here 
are the old States. I know that some of my 
friends from those States are voting to give away 
| public lands, and they are giving them away by 
voting for propositions calculated to purchase a 


|| population for the new States. Here is Connec- 


| ticut voting to give to the people of that State 
| one hundered and sixty acres of land to getrid of 
‘them, and move them off to Nebraska and Kan- 


sas, or some other place, letting the General Gov- 


, ernment diminish the population at home thereby. 


donation of them, you will be an unjust, and, in į 
my judgment, an unwise trustee, to give them to | 
those who were never contemplated when they 
were acquired, and who were never considered at 


You should 


life. Thus you should draw a distinction between 
the trustworthy and industrious, and the indolent | 
and indigent. | 

That is the argument. Hence itis that I say, | 
all men here politically being equal, the lands be- 
long to the people; and if those public lands are 
an incumbrance to the Government, and you- de- 
sire to dispose of them in order to rid your hand | 
of them, | will introduce a measure to which, in | 
my judgment, the necessity which exists, the cir- | 
cumstances under which we are now legislating, 
and the feeling and disposition of the country, will | 


States one hundred and sixty acres of land; and 


i| gislation—leg 
i, of another. 


this part of the 
not suspect it. 

i equality and ju 
here, and, in tru h 
that I am a much better One that many of those 
i who profess that creed. , 

| Mr. CASS. That comes after reflection. 

| Mr. DAWSON. Why, sir, do I believe that? 
1 


Because | am opposed to unnecessary special le- 
islation for one class over the heads 
No Government can do it and ad- 
| minister equality and justice at the same time. 
| Hence the Democratic opposition to corporations. 
| Now we have herea legislation special in its char- 
| acter, for the benefit of foreigners—special legisla» 
ition for them—contemplating the giving of Jand 
| to them, and saying to them, because you have 
no land we willgive you some, Suppose we were 

to propose to pay their value to our own citizens 


by especial legislation? Here is an antagonisti 


1670. 


duly 11, 


proposition. Wall you give the lands, or an equiv: || 


alent in their value, to the mechanics in the coun- 
try, who cannotdpyve their present homes; or will | 
you prefer the foreigner, who has not yet been nat- 
uralized, to the mechanic? Thereis the question. 
What. puitic policy is it which ‘will lead you to 
place an American: citizen. below the foreigier? 
Or, touse the language of the Senator from Del- 
aware, to declare, by a special act of legislation, 
that one class'shall be placed in a superiority in 
the public lands over another class? What right, 
Mr. President, has. Congress to pass a special 
act? Before a citizen ean occupy, under this bill, 
the same privileges that a foreigner can, he has to 
give up his native home; he has to give up the 
State of his birth, or he will not be entitled to the 
same charactee of legislation. - - 

Now, sir, in conclusion—for I intend to be heard 
at the proper time upon the principles I have put 
forth in presenting my amendment—I beg to say 
that Lam justly in favor of foreigners, who, not | 
having a home beyond the seas, seek one in this 
country, and reside upon our soil as Americans; 


: ans; | 
but L will not, by any act of mine, place the right || 
of an American citizen below that of a foreigner. || 
Let your law be geveral, and | will even go so far ij 


as td say that jf you are determined to dispose of | 
the public lands at one sweep, I should vote for 
enlarged extension; but I do not say that I would 

o to the extent of giving to every person described 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Torspay, July-11, 1854. 


The House metateleveno’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henny SLICER. . 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
` REIMBURSEMENT TO MARYLAND. 


Mr. KERR. Task the unanimous consent of 
| the House to make a report from the Committee 
! on the Judiciary, in order that it may be referred 
and printed. Itis a report upon the memorial of 
the special agent of the State of Maryland, asking 
la reimbursement of the money advanced by that 
State in 1792, to assist in the erection of the public 
i buildings in thiscity. The report is accompanied 
| by a bill. 

YNo objection being made, the report was re- 
: ceived, and the bill ** for the payment to the State 
| of Maryland of money advanced by that State, 


| 
| 
i inaid of the public buildings in Washington city,” 


was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
i ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

j GEORGETOWN GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I ask the unanimous 
: consent of the House to enable me to report back, 
with an amendment, from the Committee for the 
| District of Columbia, “a bill to incorporate the 
! Georgetown Gas-Light Company.” It is a Sen- 


in the sixth section of this act, whether settling 
upon the soil or not, the same rights given to an 
‘American citizen. I would vote to strike out every 
part of this bill which admitted that you would 
place an American, who has fought the battles of 


the country, and helped to sustain the Govern- | 


ment, on a level with a foreigner who has but just 


landed upon our shores, and is unacquainted with | 
the institutions of our country. Having, Mr. Pres- | 


ident, thus briefly set, forth the grounds which I 
shall hold on this wubject, and they not being 


founded upon any sectional feeling, or upon any | 
unkind or ungenerous feelings of opposition to | 
foreigners, I shall content myself, for the present, (| 


with the remarks which I have submitted, 
Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate ad- 


ate bill. Its consideration will not consume five 
! minutes, and it is a matter of very great. import- 
| ance to those interested. 

No objection being made, the bill was reported 
back. 

Mr DAVIS. I ask for the reading of the 
amendment, and I call the previous question upon 
the passage of this bill. 

The amendment, which was read, provides that 
each of the stockholders in the Georgetown Gas- 
Light Company shall be held liable, in his or her 
individual capacity, for all the debts and liabilities 
of the said company, however contracted or in- 
I| curred, to be recovered by guit, as other debts and 
' liabilities, before the court, or tribunal having ju- 


journ. 


to make a bill a special order. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Such a motion 


_as that indicated by the Senator from South Car- | 


olina cannot be entertained until this subject is 
disposed of. 

Mr. WELLER. Then I move to postpone its 
further consideration until to-morrow at one 
o'clock. 

Mr. WALKER. And that it be the special 
order for that hour. 
© Mr. WELLER. 

Mr. WALKER. 
that it will be the special order at that hour to- 
morrow. f 

The motion was agreed to. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. EVANS. I move that the bill to provide 

' for the final settlement of the claims of the officers 

of the Revolutionary Army, and of the widows 

and orphan children of those who died in the ser- 

vice, be made the special order for twelve o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WELLER. I shall have to object to that, 
It makes the bill a special order for to-morrow. I 
am very anxious to get through the bill which the 
Senator from South Carolina so bitterly opposed 
this morning; therefore, I shall hardly consent 
that he shall indirectly accomplish his object by 
getting something else made a special order. 


It is the special order already. 


ator? | 
Mr. WELLER. If the Senator will name 
some day next week, I shall not object to it. f 
Mr. EVANS. Then I move to make it the | 

_ special order for twelve o’clock on Monday next. | 
The motion was not agreed to. ! 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


.On motion by Mr. CASS, the Senate proceeded | 
to the consideration of Executive business; and | 
after some time spent therein, the doors were re- | 
opened, and i 

The Senate adjourned. 


| 
Mr. EVANS. I hope the Senator will with- |; 
draw that motion, so that I may submit a motion | 


Then itis the understanding | 


Mr. EVANS, Whatday will satisfy the Sen- | 


l 


risdiction of the case. 

Also, that all the rights granted to the Washing- 

i ton Gas-Light Company, by an act entitled “ An 
ii act to amend an act entitled * An act to incorporate 4 
i, the Washington Gas-Light Company, approved 
i| July 8, 1848,’ approved August 2, 1853,” to lay 
|! gas mains or pipes in the city of Georgetown, be 
repealed. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question was ordered to be put, being 
| upon the adoption of the amendment. 
| ‘The question was put, and the amendment was 
| agreed to. 
| The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. DAVIS. I demand the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. SKELTON. Iask that the bill may be 
read through, in order that we may know what 
it 1s. 

The bill was then read in extenso. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

The bill was passed. 

(| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I rise to a privileged 
question. I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed, and that that motion do he 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JUAN M. AND JOSE L. LUCO. 
| The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
iis the consideration of the bill granting lands 
equally to the several States to aid in the con- 
i| struction of railroads, and for the support of 
schools, on which the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 

Disney] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HILLYER. Mr. Speaker, two weeks ago 
I made a motion which was regularly entered 
to reconsider the vote-by which the bill. * for the 
relief of Juan M. Luco and José L. Luco” was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 
My object in desiring that vote reconsidered is 
that the bill may be put on-jts passage. And I 
am sure that no member of the House will object 
to its being put on its passage immediately when 
l have stated the reasons which make it necessary 
to do so. 


i 
i! 
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| that purpose. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia “cannot ‘take the fluor to call up his motion, 
unless by thé consent of the gentleman from Ohio, 
he being regularly entitled to it.” 

Mr. HILLYER. I thought I was recognized 


| by the Chair, and was in. the rightful possession 


of the floor. ¢ 
The SPEAKER. The Chair did not know 
what the gentleman’s object was when he rose; 
it might have been something which was in order. 
Mr. HILLYER, The gentleman from Ohio 
will, Iam confident, yield a few moments of his 
time for the passage of the bill. is 
Mr. DISNEY. I yield to the gentleman for 


Mr. HILLYER. The reason which makes it 


‘necessary that the bill should be passed at this” 


session is this: At the last Congress, a commis- 
sion was created by which the title to lands in 
California should be adjudicated. The act under 


! which that commission was created prescribes the 
| day by which the titles of claimants to their land 


should be filed before the commission. That day 
has passed. The petitioners in this case claim, 
under one Rosas, who claimed under a grant from 
the Republic of Mexico. The wife of Rosas ran 
away from him and returned to Mexico, carrying 
with her the title papers. These papers have 
been recovered, but they were not recovered in 
time to file before the commission in support of 
the claim of the ‘petitioners, until after the day 
prescribed in the act for filing the title papers be- 
fore the commission had expired. The commis- 
sion itself will expire on the fourth of March 
next. The object of this billis simply to author- 
ize the petitioners in this case to file their title 
papers before the commissioners in California to be 
by them adjudicated; and unless the act is passed 
at this time, they will lose the right to have their 
title adjudicated, and they will be left, without 
remedy. This is the state of the case, and Lam 


confident no gentleman will object to the passage ` 


of the bill. 

The question was then taken on Mr. 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the vote by which the bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House was recon- 
sidered. à 

The bill was then ordered toa third reading, 
and having been read the third time, it was passed. 

SUPERINTENDENCY OF ARMORIES. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer the following resolu- 
tion. 

The resolution was then read, as follows:. 


Resolved, That the select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the consideration of the change of the superintend- 


HILLYER’”S 


lency of the national armories, be authorized to visit 


Springfield, in Massachusetts, and Harper’s Ferry, in Vir- 
ginia, after the close of the present session of Congress, for 
‘the purpose of making such further examination into the 
subject-matter of their inquiries as will enable them to fur- 
nish Congress with the fullest possible information before 
their final action in the premises. : 


Mr. CURTIS. J object. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I rise to a question of 
privilege. I wish to call the attention of the Chair 
and of the House to some of the rules by which 
this House purports to be governed. And Task 
that the 26th and 27th rules may be read by the 
Clerk. 

The rules indicated were thereupon read, as fol- 
lows: ‘ake 

‘696, All the States and Territories shall be called for res- 
olutions on each alternate Monday during each session of 
Congress ; and, if necessary to secure this object on: said 
days, all resolutions which shail give rise to debate shall 
lie over for discussion, under the rules of the House already 
established, and the whole of said days shall be appropri- 
aied io resolutions until all the States and Territories are 
ealled through. 

«97, After one hour shall have been devoted to reports 
from committees and resolves, it shall be in order. pend- 
ing the consideration or discussion thereof, to entertain & 
motion that the House do now proceed to dispose of the 
business on the Speaker's table, and to the orders. of we 
day; which being decided in the affirmative, the Speaker 
shall dispose of the business on his table, in the following 
order, viz :?? e A 

Mr. DICKINSON. Thatis enough. Now, the 
question I raise is this: I want to inquire of the 
Chair whether these rules are still in force? if 
they are in force, 1 should like to inquire whether 
there is any time when members of this House, 
representing constituencies here, have a right to 
offer resolutions? Isthere any time when any one 


Mr. OLDS. is the gentleman in order? 


member here who chooses to object and put a veto 
on the proceedings of this body, cannot prevent 


$ 


Š 
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us, from the beginning to the end of the session, 
from offering resolutions, as is the case now, unless 
members are willing to go into a general ratile— 
ignoring their own self-respect—for the purpose of 
introducing resolations upon Mondays? 

The SPEAKER. 
gentleman from Massachusetts has not, at this 
time, a rightto introduce the resolution proposed 
by him, under the rules of the House, without 
the general consent of the body. The bill before 
the House now is regularly before it, and the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disney] is entitled to 


the floor, and the floor cannot be taken from him : 


unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Then can I not give no- 
tice of my intention to introduce this resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. By the general consent of 
the House the gentleman can give notice of his 
purpose. He can also give notice under the rules, 
without reference to the consent of the House. 

Mr DICKINSON. I wish to give notice to 
the House openly that I shall move to-morrow 
to repeal the 137th rule of the House, which f 
ask that the Clerk be directed to read. 

The 137th rule was read, as follows: 

‘Except during the last ten days of the session the 
Speaker shall not entertain a motion to suspeud the rules 
of the House at any time, except on Monday of every 
week: provided nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to alter so mneh of the one busdred and thirty-sixth rule 
as provides as follows: ‘The House may, at any time, by 
a vote of a majority of the members present, suspend the 
rules and orders for the purpose of going into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union; and also 
for providing for the discharge of the commnittce: from the 


further consideration of any bil referred to it after acting |) 


without debate on all amendments pending, and that may 
be offered.’ ?? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to the notice, unless 
it is in order. 

The SPEAKER. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. DICKINSON. [wish the objection to be 
noticed, so as that the name of the gentleman ob- 
jecting may appear on the record. 

Mr. BENNETT. 1 rise to a question of order. 
1 understand the Chair to rule 

Mr. DICKINSON, (interrupting.) Can I give 
notice under the rule? . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot thus 
give notice of bis intention to introduce a resolu- 


It is not in order, except by 


tion proposing to amend the rules. ‘That notice | 


must be given in open House. And, under the 


rule; it may be done by the gentleman, when his | 
State is being called for resolutions under the rule. ! 
I find that the 136th rule '' 


Mr. DICKINSON. 
of the House-—— 
The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) 


Mr, DICKINSON. Yes, sir; 1 appeal from 
the decision of the Chair, and wili state the 
grounds of my appeal. I read in the 136th rule— 
and J suppose that I can understand common 
language—that no standing rule or order of the 
House shall be rescinded or changed without one 
day’s notice being given of the intention to intro- 
duce a resolution for that purpose. Now, I ask 
to give notice of such motion in open House. 
That notice is decided by the Chair to be out of 
order. I then inquire if Í can give notice at the 
Clerk’s desk? 

Mr. SPEAKER. The Chair decides that out 
of order. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Then J take an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair has stated to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, that, under the 
rules, it requires one day’s notice before any one 
rule, or any of the rules of the House, can be 


altered or amended. , The gentleman inquires of j: 
the Chair whether or not he has the right to give | 
The i| 


that notice in open House, at any time. 
Chair decides that he has no such right. If, for 
no other reason, he has not the right now, itis 


very clear, because the gentleman from Ohio is |; 


upon the floor, But the gentleman has no such 
right, except when Massachusetts—the gentle- 
man’s own State—is called for resolutions. 
is the rule, and such is the practice of the House. 

The gentleman takes an appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair, and the question is, “ Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of ihe 
House?” . 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the afirmative. 


The Chair decides that the. 


ne Does the | 
entleman appeal from the decision of the Chair? į; 
There is already another question of order raised. | 


Such į; 


i DISPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

| Mr. BENNETT, (resuming.) 1 understand 
|! that the Chair decides that the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Disney] is entitled to the floor to speak 
upon the bill to equalize the grants of public lands 
among the several States, &c. 

The SPEAKER. The question pending, in 

relation to the bill, is, shall it be recommitted to 
i the Commitiee on Public Lands? That question 
is debatable, and the gentleman from Ohio ob- 
! tained the floor, and was recognized by the Chair, 
i and he is entitled to the floor. A 
_ Mr. BENNETT. My point of order is, that 
lupon the same motion as that which is now pend- 
; ing, the gentleman from Ohio has already spoken 
i twice upon the bill, occupying two hours of the 
time of the House, while | have occupied but 
| one; and | do not think it is exactly fair that the 
gentleman should be allowed three times as much 
time in discussing the bill as I am permitted to 
: occupy. ; 
I reported the bill, and, consequently, under the 
i rules, I had the right to close the debate. But I 
dlid not get up and obtain the floor until every 
i gentleman who, as far as I know, chose to occupy 
the floor, had done so; and I did not, when Í 
; spoke, know of any other individual who wished 
i to speak upon the question. 


il 


; order, to the 37th and part of the 34th rule. The 
i 87th rule declares that ‘no member shall speak 
: more than once to the same question, without 
i| leave of the House, untess he be the mover, pro- 
| poser, or introducer, of the matter pending; in 
| which case he shali be permitted to speak in reply, 
‘but not until every member choosing to speak 
| shall have spoken.” The 34thrule says that “ no 
member shall occupy more than one hour in de- 
bate on any question in the Efouse, or in commit- 
'tee; but a member reporting the measure under 
consideration fram a committee may open and 
close the debatè,” &e. 
Now, the gentleman from Ohio has had two 
hours already, while [have had but one. I sub- 
| mit the point and leave it to the decision of the 
Chair. 
li The SPEAKER. The rule asread by the gen- 
i leman declares that no gentleman shall speak 
twice on the same preposition, except by leave of 
the House. The gentleman from Ohio has already 
‘| spoken upon the motion to recommit. ‘That mo- 

tion was withdrawn, and was again submitted. 
i The Chair thinks that fact will not alter the case. 
It is substantially the same proposition, 
gentleman from New York {Mr, Bennerr] ob- 


ui 
j! 


upon the proposition, 
Mr. DISNEY. 1 supposed the gentleman 
would object. lt is all very natural. 
Mr. BENNETT. 


! object; but if his object is to debate the subject 
ii over again, I do object; for I think he has had 
i fall opportunity to discuss it already. 

Mr. DISNEY. I have'nota very distinct recol- 
‘lection of the motion upon which t spoke-——— 
| Mr. COBB. I claim the floor, if the gentleman 
is not entitled to it. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair wasabout to put 
|| the question to the Fouse, as to whether the gen- 
| tleman from Ohio should be allowed to proceed ? 
| Mr. DISNEY. I was proceeding to say, that 
: my recollection is not very distinct in relation to 
lithe circumstances under which 1 before spoke 
upon this bill; but my impression is, that I spoke 
upon the merits of the bill, and not upon the ques- 
tion of recommitment. I will not say absolutely 


I think L spoke once upon it in Committee of the 
: Whole. 


spoken twice upon the motion to recommit? 
The SPEAKER. He has spoken once, and 


ing ever since the biil has been before the House, 
| during the morning hour. 

The question now being upon granting leave to 
Mr. Disney to speak again, 

Mr. BENNETT demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DISNEY. Oh, I will waive all claim to 
the floor. 
| Mr. COBB. Now, Mr. Speaker, the object I 
‘had in claiming the floor, was not to deprive the 


I refer the Chair, in support of my point of |; 


The |; 


jects to the gentleman from Ohio speaking twice į 


If the gentieman wants to į 
| say anything of a personal character, I do not | 


that such was the case, but that ismy impression.. 
Mr. ORR. Has the gentleman from Ohio i 


now proposes to speak again. The Chair will) 
state that the motion to recommit has been pend- : 


i It has been before the House'for a longtime, and, 
|| in connection with some other propositions, has 
| blocked all the business before us in the morning 
|i hour. 
| York what is his wish? Tf he desires to have it 
, postponed until the third Monday in December, I 
i have no objection; or if he wishes to put it. upon 
| its passage now, I am willing to make what re- 

marks I shall have to submit now, and have it 
|| disposed of at once. My object is to dispose of 
ii itin some way at once. 


further consideration of this bill postponed. - I 
| desire that the gentleman from Alabama, and 
| every other gentleman who wishes to speak, shall 
‘have an opportunity. My intention now is, and 
f the gentleman. will yield me the floor for that 
: purpose, I will withdraw the motion to recommit, 
‘and move that the further consideration of the 
| bill be postponed until ‘the third Tuesday in 
i December. 

f Mr. COBB. For the gentleman’s accommoda- 
i tion, I will, then, make that motion myself, if he 
| will withdraw the motion to recommit. 

Mr. BENNETT. I withdraw that motion. 

! Mr. COBB. I move to postpone the further 
ii consideration of this bill until the third Tuesday 
|i in December next; and upon that motion 1 de- 
i, mand the previous question. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I too desire to get 
‘clear of this bill; and for the purpose of accom- 
i! plishing that purpose, | move to Jay it upon the 
|i table. 

i Several Members. Oh, no! do not do that. 
i Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, if it is the wish of 


l 
1 


| the bill to be postponed. 

|! The question was then taken; and the further 
| consideration of the bill was postponed until the 
i! third Tuesday in December next. P 


NEW REGISTER FOR THE BRIG AMELIA. 


Mr. FENTON. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report back Senate bill (No. 454) 
“ to authorize the issue of a register to ‘the brig 
| Amelia, by the name of Abby Frances,” for the 
| purpose of putting it upon its passage. 

! There was no objection, and the bill was read 
im extenso. z 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
| a third time; and weing engrossed, it was read the 
| third time, and passed. 


ROADS IN WASHINGTON AND NEBRASKA. 


! Mr. RICHARDSON. I wouid ask the unani- 
| mous consent of the House for leave to take from 
‘the Speaker’s table a bill making appropriation 
| for the construction of common roads in the Terri- 
! tories of Washington and Nebraska, in order that 
| it may be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
: on the state of the Union. Making appropriation 
i: of money, it must, under the rule, have its first 
‘consideration in Committee of the Whole on the 


“committee, so that we may have action on it at 
| this session of Congress. ; 

: Mr. LETCHER. Have these roads been sur- 
i veyed? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Of course not, except 
| so far as they were marked out by parties sent 
out by the Government during last summer. . 
© Mr. LETCHER. Then, if they have not been 
| surveyed and located, I object. 

| Mr. RICHARDSON. ‘[ hope the gentleman 
‘will make no objection to the bill being sent to 
li the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
li Union. He can make his objection then. 

Mr. LETCHER. So far as that is concerned, 
i itis true what the gentleman over the way said, 
l: that the public lands take up all our time, when 


| there are a good many other things to look to. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN OREGON, 

: Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I would ask the unan- 
| imous consent of the House for leave to take from 
l the Speaker’s table “ An act to amend an act ap- 
|| proved September 25, 1850, to create the office of 
| surveyor general of the public lands in Oregon, 
‘and also the act amendatory thereof, approved 
February 19, 1853,” in order that we may concur 
| with the Senate in ite amendment. 


Mr. BENNETT. My object is ‘to have the- 


| gentlemen 1 will withdraw the motion, and allow 


! state of the Union, and I desire it referred to that, 


Now, I ask the gentleman from New . 


“There was no objection, and the bill was taken: 


` concurred, in, as follows: 
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up for consideration. ; ; 
The amendment of the Senate was read and 


Add the following as 4 new section: ; 


Seo. T, And be it: further enacted, That the Territory of 
Washington shall be erected into ‘a separate surveying dis- 
trict. And. the President of the United States-is hereby 
authorized. to appoint -a surveyor. general for the same, 
‘who shall hold his office at.such place as the President 
may directs and the location thereof may be ehanged from 
tine to time, if, in the judgment of the President, the public 
interests should reqdife it; and the powers, duties, obliga- 
tions, responsibilities, and emoluments of the said surveyor 
general shall be the same as are now prescribed by law for 
the surveyor general of Oregon. 


ROADS IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the unanimous 
consent of. the House for leave to take from the 
Speaker’s table “An act making further appro- 
priations for continuing. the construction of roads 
in the Territory of Minnesota,’’in accordance with 
the estimates made by the War Department, in 
order that we may concur in the amendment of 
the Senate. es : 

There was no objection; and the amendment of 
the Senate was read and concurred in, as follows: 
On page one, line nine, after the words ‘ Lake Supe- 
rior,” insert the words “ in Wisconsin.” 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WENT WORTH, of Massachusetts, from 
the Committee on Commerce, reported back Sen- 
ate Senate bill (No. 181) for the purchase of the 
copy-right of the work published by ‘Thomas H. 
Sumner, wherein he describes his new method of 
determining a ship’s position ‘at sea; which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. WENTWORTH. Task the unanimous 
consent of the ELouse to report from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce a bill ‘to provide for the con- 
struction of certain custom-houses.”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. l object. 

! Mr. BRIDGES, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents andthe Patent Office, reported a bill ‘* for the 
relief of Isaac Adams;”’ which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to « Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


POSTAL SERVICE IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. McDOUGALL, by the unanimous consent 
of the Flouse, reported back, with an amendment, 
a bill “ making provision for the postal service in 
the State of California, and in the Territories of 
Oregon and Washington.” 

The amendment was read, us follows: 

Strike out the following words : 

«That in consideration of the duties to bo performed 
under the third section of this act, aud of all other special 
duties performed, or to be performed, under the orders of the 
Postmaster General, the Postmaster General may increase 
the aimugi compensation of the postinaster general at Ban 
Francisco from commissions, allowances, and emotinments, 
from the 30th of June, 1853, to a sum not exceeding double 
the compensation now allowed by Jaw: Provided, That 
the surplus commissions, allowances, and emoluments ae- 
cruing out of his office shall be paid over, as required by the 
forty-first section of the act entitled an act to reduce into 
one, the several acts establishing and regulating the Post 
Office Department, approved March 3, 1825.” 

» Mr. McDOUGALL. ‘The bill now before the 
Ilouse was reported from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, sometime since for 
the purpose of havingit printed and re-referred. 
lt iş a bill prepared by the Post Office Department 
to increase the postal service in California. The 
difficulties under which our service labors there 
weresetoutatlength by the Postmaster General, in 
his annual report. The greater part of the mail 
business in California is done by expresses, and 
the result is that the expenses for the transmission 
of letters have been very great. The subject was 
brought to the attention of the Department here, | 
andafter a full investigation of the subject by the 
Postmaster General, the plan proposed by this 
bill for furnishing increased postal facilities to 
California was adopted, which I think obviates | 
the great expense now charged by the expresses 
for the transmission of letters. 

The bill authorizes the employment of letter- 
carriers by the Department.. It also provides for 
a dead-Jetter office in California, which the Post- | 
master General recommended tn his annual report 
should be established there. A vast number of 
letters are sent to California which remain uncalled 
for, and it proves.a heavy charge upon the De- 


| go up to that sum. 


partment to return these dead letters to Washing- 


ton. The bill. provides’ that the letters shail be 
examined at San Francisco, and such only shall 
be returned to Washington. as it is proper should 
be returned. In California we have the amount 
of postal service that you have, but the expenses 
of the post offices are five times as.great as the 
expenses of post offices are here. “The result has 
been that nearly every postmaster in the State has 
to be, year by year, charged: as a defaulter, and 


| suits are now pending against several postmasters 


there. They became defaulters: for this reason: 
The amount of provision made by law is not 
sufficient to pay the-post office expenses incurred 
by them, much less pay compensation to the post- 
masters, The postmasters of California, in fact, 
never receive any compensation for their services 
in that capacity, though they are generally willing 
to perform such services. : 

The bill provides that the Postmaster General 
here may order the payment of all just and proper 
claims and charges for the expenses of post offices 
formed provisionally in California, as well prior 
to the month of June, 1853, as subsequently. A 
class of cases where the evil is felt is provided 
for by a bill which formerly passed the House, 
and which covers the expenses of distributing and 
separating offices; but it does not cover the ex- 
traordinary expenses of the other offices. of the 
State. I would also state to the House, that this 
bill, as it was drawn up in the Department to meet 
the emergencies of the services there, has been 
altered in one respect. There was one feature in 
the bill originally which has been superseded by 
another. ‘Chat is, it contained a provision giving 
extraordinary compensation to the Postmaster at 
San Franéisco for his extraordinary services. It 
was known, however, that that provision might 
have been objectionable, and so it was stricken out. 
I believe that the bill, as it stands now, cannot be 


objected to by any member of the House. H 


move the previous question. 

Tellers were demanded and ordered on the call 
for the previous question. 
Mr. MecDOUGALL. 

the previous question. 

r. HAVEN. What I intended to say to 
the Elouse, Mr. Speaker, is briefly this, and | say 
it now, inasmuch as the House did not seem 
anxious to second the call for’ the previous ques- 
tion, l have looked at this bill with some little 
care, and I am quite willing to vote for it.. In my 
ba Pana it is wise on the part of my friend from 
California [Mr. McDovaaLL] to strike out the 
fourth section, That section simply provides for 
an increase of the pay to double what it now is, 
of the postmaster at San Francisco. I could not 
have quite seen my way clear to vote for that. 
As to the residue of the bill, the first section of it 
provides for giving power to the special agent of 
the Post Office Department in California, Oregon, 


I withdraw the call for 


and Washington, to appoint carriers for the | 


delivery of letters from any post office on the Pa- 
cific coast. H the House bear with me, I will 
say to them that | have examined that part of the 
bill, and find that it is, in my judgment, in every 
respect, fair. The same power precisely—that of 
appointing letter carriers there, is now vested in 
some officer of the Post Office Department, (which 
1 do not recollect this moment,) subject to appeal 
to the Postmaster General. And the variation or 
difference- between the existing law and this first 
section of the bill consists in this: This first sec- 


tion proposes to allow the letter-carriers in Cali- | 


fornia, and the Territories of Oregon and Wash- 
ington, to be appointed by the special agents of 
the Post Office Department to demand and receive 
for carrying letters a sum not to exceed fifty cents 
for any letter, newspaper; or ounce of other 
mailable miatter, while the present law restricts 
the amount to be charged by them to five cents. 
This is a very large increase, but still it may not 
; lt is within the competency 
and discretion of the persons holding the power 
of appointment of these carriers to make an ar- 
rangement to carry atas lew a sum as they please; 
they are only’ prohibited by this section against 
giving more than the fifty cents, as I have stated. 

_Sir, this service by these carriers is a very de- 
sirable service for the Pacific coast, and seems to 
be almost indispensable in the present condition of 
the country, and the post office and mail-carrying 
facilities there. Why not allow the post office 
department there to regulate this matter according 
to the interest of the citizens resident on that coast? 


-The propriety of the measure will appear upon 
a moment’s reftection. The miners living, in. the 
remote mining districts and villagess, and’ other 
citizens there—so remote that they can get no niail 
service—club: together, and give some proper man 
a written power to receive their: lettérs from the 
postmaster at San Francisco: or Sacramento. 
Armed with this power the man goes, someumes 
hundreds of miles, gets his letters, and carries 
them to his employers, and is usually authorized 
to receive such a sum as his employers agree to 
give. {tisa kind of seif-government—a provision 
for their own wants, where this Government- cans 
not relieve them; and it seems to me eminently 
proper. 1, for one, am willing to accommodate 
my brethren on the Pacific in this way. . 

Sir, itis a matter in which we upon the Atlantic 


-slope have no interest whatever, and it comes rec- 


ommended by both the members from California; 
and jam informed by one of the Delegates from the 
Pacific Territories, {General Lane,] that it meets 
with his unqualified approbation. We can have 
no objection to it, as we have no interest init, and 
itis no charge upon the Treasury; on.the contrary, 
it is giving our friends on the Pacific coast. some 
facilities which it might be said the Treasury ought 
to pay for. These gentlemen understand theirown 
interests best, and what will enhancethem. Itis 
their citizens, and their citizens alone, who are to 
be affected by this measure; and I can easily per~ 
ceive that, as these letters and papers, in most in- 
stances, are to go into the mountain villages, re- 


| mote from San Francisco and Sacramento, there 


is a propriety in allowing the proper officers 
charged with that duty by this section, the power 


to allow the carrier to charge, not exceeding the.. 


compensation which is here proposed, to the per- 
gon who authorizes him to receive the letters. for 
him, as I have stated. The matter is.discretion- 
ary; and as the members and Delegates. from the 
‘Pacific coast are in favor of it, I am not willing 
to meddle with their well matured desires, when 
it affects their constituency alone. Sir, the re- 


| maining part of this first section, and all of the 
| next section, provides that these carriers shall 


be subject to the provisions of certain acts hereto- 


fore passed, and now in force, and named in this ` 


first and second section. All there isin that, as I 
understand it, is that it makes certain penallaws, 
which are applicable to mail carriers generally, 
and to mail routes, applicable to those men who 
carry letters under the provisions of this bill. It 


is proper that they should be so applied. It wilt 


be a wholesome restriction and guard thrown 
around them, and secure the safety as is secured 
in the regular mail service 
The next section, being the third one, provides 
for the burning or destruction of dead letters at 
San Francisco, instead of sending them over here 
for that purpose. Can any man in his senses 
tell me any good reason why those letters should 
be.transported down the coast to the Isthmus, and 
then carted across the Isthmus to Chagres, ata 
rate of twenty-four cents a pound, and thence 
transported here for the simple purpose of reducing 
them to ashes in the back yard of the Post Office 
Department? The section is properly guarded, by: 
providing thata certain class of letters—being those 
aving valuable inclosures—shall be sent here to 
the General Post Office Department, as under the 
present law, but that the mere waste paper shall 
be burned there, as it ought to be. : 
In reference ‘to the rate of pay of the post- 


|| master at San Francisco, provided by section four, 


I have nothing to say in addition to what I have 
said already. The gentleman having charge of 
the bill proposes to strike it out. I think it,a 


l! discreet motion, and made with a proper appre- 


ciation of the apparent present temper of the 
House. [cannot vote for the bill if the section 
remains in it. The last section is in reference.to 
the settlement of the accounts of the postmasters 
in the State of California and the ‘Territory.of 
Oregon, serving as such, previous to June 30, 
1853. It provides, in substance, that the Post- 
master General may allow to such postmasters all 
just and reasonable expenses incurred by them.in 
and about the business of their respective offices, 
and the discharge of their official duties, but that 
in no case shall any allowance be made whereby 
the United States shall be. charged with anyin- 
debtedness whatever. : ; 

The Postmaster General may exercise his ĝis- 
eretion in the premises, batis not to do what shal] 
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charge the United States with an indebtedness. I 
am willing to vote for that, { think, although I do | 
not understand this last section, by any means, as 
clearly as I do the previous part of the bill—but 
the Post Office Committee recommend. it. I have 
said all J desire to say tothe House. I think we 
had better not make along matter of this bill at 
this late day. I think we ought to accommodate 
the gentlemen from the Pacific coastin what they 
unanimouely ask, and what does not injure us, 
and to get along with the business as rapidly as 
possible.. And, now, sir, if itis agreeable to the 
House, [ will move the previous question. i 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be now put, | 

The question was taken upon the amendment; | 
and it was agreed to. | 
| 
j 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 


cordingly read the third time, and passed. 
RATES OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to amend an 
act, entitled ‘ An act to amend an act, entitled an | 
act to reduce and modify the rates of postages , 
in the United States,” passed August 30, 1852; | 
which was read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. OLDS. This bill proposes merely to do 
away with the discount of fifty per cent on pre- 
„payment, which is provided for under the act of 
1852. 

Mr. Speaker, I discussed this question so fully 
when another bill was before the House the other 
day, that I de not deem it important to say much 
in relation to it now. It will be recollected that, 

nder the aet of 1845, newspapers carried outside | 
ofthe Stale in which they were published were 
chaiged'a cent and a half postage upon each num- 
ber. in 1851 a reduction of this rate of postage 
was made, but under such a system as to provide | 
for some seventy-two different rates of postage. 
In 1852, in order to do away with this diversity 
in the rates of postage,a new law was passed 
making the rate of postage upon newspapers | 
carried outside of the State in which they were 
published one cent for each number not weighing 
more than three ounces. It so happened that | 
while that amendment was pending in this House | 
or in the Senate, L do not recollect which, an 
amendment was offered and passed providing a 
reduction of fifty per cent. upon this rate, in case 
the postage was paid quarterly in advance, either | 
at the office of publication or at the office of de- | 
livery. 

It will also be recollected that it had been the 
uniform custom of the Department to require the 
payment of postage quarterly in advance upon 
newspapers and periodicals. That was the regu- 
Jation under the law of 1845, and also under that 
of 1851. But when this amendment. was intro- 
duced in 1852, it escaped the attention of Congress 
that in adopting it they were legislating into that 
bill what was already a regulation. of the Depart- 
ment; and in consequence of legislating this pro- 
vision into the bill, they made a reduction of fifty | 
per cent. on the rate of postage on newspapers | 
and periodicals. i 

| 


l do not charge any intention of wrong on the | 
Congress of the United States in the passage of | 
the law of 1852, or on the author of that amend- | 
ment; but it certainly was a fraud on the revenues | 
of the Department. But it was not a new provis- 
ion. You had already made a requirement of 
the prepayment of pastage quarterly. Then why 
was it putin? What was the object to be sub- | 
served? Was one cent each too much for the | 
‘Department to charge for the transportation of | 
newspapers in the United States? For instance, | 
from New York to San Francisco, in California, | 
or from New Orleans to New York? It should! 
be recollected that one half went to the postmaster, ; 
and the Government only received one half cent | 
for the transportation of a newspaper weigh- | 
ing three ounces, that distance. Why, then, 
I repeat, was this deduction of fifty per cent. made, 
which reduces the compensation of the Department 
toa quarter of a cent, after taking out the com- 
mission on the postage? It reduced the pay of | 


a newspaper, weighing three ounces, from New 
York to New Orleans, or from New York to San 
Francisco, while, at the same time, we paid one | 
cent and a half per ounce for the transportation of 


! 
i 
the Government to a quarter ofa cent for carrying |, 
| 
| 
f 


that paper across the Isthmus alone, Will any- 
body fora moment contend thata quarter ofa cent 
will reimburse the Government its expense for 
transportation? If you desire to make the Post 


Office Departmenta self-sustaining one; that every- | 
thing passing through the mails shall pay the; 
cost of transportation, then why, and for what | 


reason, do you make this great distinction in favor 
of newspapers and periodicals? You can hardly 


‘sustain the Department, indeed you cannot sus- 


tain it, by charging the three cents postage on-a 
letter weighing half an ounce. Then why only 
charge one quarter cent postage on a newspaper 
weighing three ounces? 

‘The.present rate is one cent for the transporta- 
tion of newspapers and periodicals anywhere in 
the United States outside of the Suite where pub- 


|| lished, and weighing not less tnan three ounces. 


If, then, you repeal what is proposed by the bill 
under consideration, you will make the law just 


; what it is on its face, one cent postage for the 


transportation of newspapers and periodicals any- 
where in the United States. All we desire is to 
do away with the fifty per cent, discount, which 
was put into the law as a proviso for prepayment 
of postage, while, in fact, italways was u prepay- 
ment, and must necessarily always be a prepay- 
ment. i 

Sir, I -am somewhat astonished to see a por- 
tion even of the country press warring against this 
provision. ‘The gentlemen representing the cities 


of Philadelphia and New York, and more especi- | 
ally the astute gentleman representing the city of ; 
Philadelphia, [Mr. Cuanpier,} understand full || 
well that this proviso of the law of 1852 isa bonus |! 


to the city, and against the country press. You 
suffer your country newspapers to circulate free 
of postage in the county where published; but 
when you make this reduction of fifty per cent. in 
favor of the city press, you enable that press to 
supplant that of the country even in their own 
county. 

Now, 
press paid what it absolutely cost the Government 
tor transportation. if we were not ata loss to 
transport the city papers to the country, Í would 
not so much object to the fifty per cent, reduction, 
But you are now carrying the city papers at one 
half the cost of transportation; and why should 
this bonus be given to them? 

Mr. WALSH. I wish to ask my friend from 
Chio whether it would be any detriment to the 
country towns to have the fifty cent pieces pro- 
hibited, and a large introduction of ten dollar gold 
pieces? 

Mr. OLDS. I move to recommit the bill, so that 
it may be kept before the House. 1 am anxious 
to reply to the inquiry proposed by the gentleman 


from New York. Perhaps that fifty cent piece: 


may seem as large to the countryman as the ten 
or twenty dollar piece of my friend from New 


| York. 
Mr. WALSH. Are there any countrymen in | 
your district in Ohio so verdant as that? [Laugh- i| 


ter. 


Mr. OLDS, I should consider one of my con- 


stituents very green who should putas high value |: 
upon a fifty cent pieceas oneof the New Yorkers. || 


While a New Yorker would perhaps pay five or 
ten dollars for a dinner at Delmonico’s, you can- 


not find one of my constétuents who would be |; 


verdant enough to pay more than fitty cents. — 
Mr. WALSH. That is dodging the question. 


Į was not speaking of the relative value set upon | 


money in the country and in the city. 
Mr. OLDS. 


directly. 


ought to originate, than to have your ten doliar 
Tribune, and papers of that class, to circulate all 
over the country at the expense of the Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of creating public sentiment 
for the country press. 

Mr. WALSH. The Tribune produces no 
effect whatever inthe city of New York. Itonly 
affects country people. [Laughter.] Thegentle- 
man from Ohio is evidently speaking for his con- 
stituents. 


+ 


1 would not so much object if the city | 


if the gentleman iniends to make || 
a comparison by considering the city press as |! 
worth ten dollars, while he would put the country ij 
press at fifty cents, } will take issue with him | 
i would rather have one of your filty | 
cent country presses, speaking the honest senti- ;| 
ments of the country, where public sentiment | 


7 7 e 
| city. It is to protect the country against the bale- 
'i ful influence of tbat ten dollar paper of New. York, 
i, that looks as big as an eagle in the eyes of the 
‘| gentleman from New York, that I speak upon 
this occasion. J should have no fear for the in- 
telligence of the people. 1 am not afraid of the 
effect the Tribune, Herald, Express, or any of the 
city papers, will produce in my district; but I do 
not want they should have the advantage of send- 
ing and circulating their papers in the country 
districts at the expense of the Government: for. 
fone fourth of what it costs the Government to 
| take them there. , ee 
Mr. WALSH. | Judging from the result in 
Ohio, I should say that the Tribune produced more 
| effect in Objo than in New York. {Laughter.] 
io Mr. OLDS. Well, sir, I do not know. The 
|i Tribune does not circulate any more in Ohio this 
i| year than it did last year; and at our last guber- 
| natorial election the Democratie ticket received a 
| 
i 
i 


| 


i 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
j 
i 
t 
i 
i 


majority of seventy thousand. Where was New 
| York at her last gubernatorial election? 

Mr. WHEELER. Is the gentleman from 
Ohio in order in alluding to the merits or demerits 
of a single press. : 

Mr. WALSH. My friend from New York is 
perhaps sensitive. ` 


Mr. WHEELER. 


I withdraw the objection. 
Mr. OLDS. I did not rise to discuss the mer- 
| its or demerits of the city press, My friend from 
New York instituted the comparison, 

Mr. WALSH. My friend from New York 
(Mr. W neser] is a little sensitive about this 
matter, as the Tribune advocates his reéiection. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. 

ired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move,then, that the rules 
of the House be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole:on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio yield the floor for thatspurpose? 

Mr. OLDS. ldo. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to submit a 
motion which, | suppose, takes precedence of the 
motion submitted by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama; and that is, to proceed to business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to gointo Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
the gentleman from Alabama having obtained the 
! floor for that purpose—is first in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. If I remember correctly, the 
|! Speaker decided differently upon a former occa- 
‘| ston. 

! TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
is mistaken. It is trae that there are a number of 
|| highly privilege motions recognized by the rules. 
! The gentleman from Ohio having the floor, and 
l! being engaged in speaking during the morning 
hour, and the morning hour having expired, under 
the rules he can be arrested by a motion to pro- 
‘| ceed to the business on the Speaker’s table. But 
there is another rule which declares thata motion 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, shall always be in order. Now, 
i| to make these rules as consistent with each other 
jas possible, the practice of the House has been, 
l| that when the gentleman speaking is arrested*by 
i| this motion to go to the business on the Speaker’s 
i| table, the other motion may. be made by any gen- 
tleman who can obtain the floor, And this latter 
i motion takes precedence of the one to go to the 
business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. DAVIS. I submit to the ruling of the 
Chair; and | ask the gentleman from Alabama to 
withdraw his motion for a moment, in order to 
enable me to submit one to go to the business on 


Has the morning hour ex- 


| The SPEAKER. The majority. of the House, 
f relation to these several matters. 

Mr. ORR, Before the question is put, bask the 
nauimous consent of the House—at the instance 
| of the gentleman from. Georgia, [Mr. Dent,] who 
as been called away by indisposition—to enable 
eto withdraw certain papers, that they may be 
referred to the War Department. ; 
General consent having been expressed, it was, 


_ completion of certain public works heretofore com- 
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-enog to one of the State courts of Ohio, im a case to. be 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Ordered, ‘That the papers on the files of the House in the 
case of Captain Jerry Runnels be withdrawn, for the ptr- 
pose of reference to the War Department, - i 

On motion by Mr. NICHOLS, it was 

Ordered, That the papers on the files of the House in the 
ease of James Poo! be withdrawn, for the purpose: of-refer- 


litigated there. Sei on 

On motion by Mr. MAXWELL, it was 

Ordered, That the papers ou the files of the House in the 
ease -of Elliott. Smith and Nathan Farnsworth be with - 
drawn, tor the purpose of being reférred to the appropriate 
committee of the Senate. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL. - I wish to inquire of the 
Chair whether, if the House vote down the mo- 
tion to.go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, it will not be thenin order 
to go to the business on the Speaker’s table, with 
a view to refer the bills that are there? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly; it will be in 
order. s 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hovs- 
Ton’s motion; and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. McMoutin in the chair.) 

POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lask the Committee to take 
up House bill No. 336. {tis a bill making ap- 
propriations for the service of the Post Office De- 
partment, And l suppose that on its being read 
through, the committee will agree to lay it aside 
for the purpose of reporting it to the House. It 
is a bill to which I think there will be no amend- 
ments proposed, Itis a short bill, and will not 
probably take more than five or six minutes to 
dispose of it. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Why not take up the 
business in its order upon the Calendar? 1 hope 
it will be done. The next bill is one making 
appropriation for the support of the Army. 

Mr. ELOUSTON. I propose to take that up 
next, It will not take ten minutes to dispose of 
this matter. ‘ 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. I give no- 
tice that if the motion of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama shall be voted down, I shall move to take up 
the general appropriation bill, (No. 392,) making | 
appropriations for the repair, preservation, and 


menced under the authority of law; and gentle- 
men in favor of completing these works will vote 
down the proposition of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means 

Mr. ROBBINS demanded tellers on Mr. Hovs- 
ron’s motion, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 
Alabama, and Cox, were-appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 5], noes 82. f 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I now move to take 
up general appropriation bill, (No. 392,) ‘ making 
appropriations for the repair, preservation, and 
completion of certain public works heretofore 
commenced under the authority of law.” 

Mr. MILLSON. l can never agree to the 
proposition that a bill making appropriations for 
the improvement of rivers and harbors is a gen- 
eral appropriation bill. I therefore raise the ques- 
tion of order, that this not being an appropriation 


bill, it can only be reached by laying aside, by a 


propriation “bills. They are for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government; for the 
‘Army; for the Navy; and for the Indian depart- 
‘ment and Indian annuities.” This requires that 
the Commitiee of Ways and Means shall report 
these bills within thirty days of the time when’ 
that committee is appointed, and then distinctly 
énumerates what those bills shall be. I therefore 
submit, that if this bill is not embraced in that cat- 
egory, it is not a general appropriation bill, and 
cannot be so considered by the committee. | 
Mr. WENTWORTH. | ‘will inquire of the | 
gentleman whether the Post Office appropriation 
bill, the Indian appropriation bill, and the forti- 
fication bill, are enumerated in that rule, and 


almost inipossible’for the boats to pass. | am 
confident that there cannot be any objection to the 
amendment I have offered, for it only asks that 
$10,000 of the $85,000 appropriated by the clause 
for the improvement of the river shall be appro- 
priated below Kelly’s ferry, so that the obstruc- 
tions in the river which now sometimes ‘obstruct 
the Datsage of the mails may be removed.’ `I 
| cauld give various reasons showing the necessity 
that -exists for the adoption of the amendment, but 
I will not trouble the committee now. © 5 15S 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Hilinois. I wish ‘to 
make afew general remarks in answer to the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, because there are several 
| applications of the kind made by him. Allow me 


whether the gentleman will contend that they are 
not general appropriation bills? H 

Mr. PHELPS. The Indian bill is enumerated | 
there. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
the 80th rule read. 

“The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the 
rule, and then he will decide the point of order. 

The rule was read, as follows: | 

«© 80. General appropriation bills shall be in order in pref- 

erence to any other bills of a public’ nature, unless other- 
wise ordered by a inajority of the House.” 
. The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides in this 
case that the bill which is now before the House 
isa general appropriation bill, according to the 
course which has heretofore been adhered to in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. If it were for appropriation of money to 
any particular river, it certaiuly would not bea 
general appropriation bill. As the Chair under- 
stands, the bill is general in its character, and 
makes appropriations for the continuation and 
completion of works already commenced. ‘The 
| Chair will further remark, that the post office bill 
is an appropriation bili, although not mentioned 
in the rule to which attention has been called. 
The Chair decides the motion of the gentleman 
from {Hinois in order. 

Mr. MILLSON. Holding a different opinion, 
l appeal from the decision of the Chair; and on 
that question demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. . 

The question was taken on the appeal, viz: 
+'* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the committee?”’ and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. i now ask the unani- 
mous consent of the committee to subsutute for 
the bill before us the one which I hold in my | 
hand, out of which is left the appropriation for | 
the removal of the obstruction in the mouth of the į 
Cape Fear river, passed yesterday. 1 make the 
motion to save time, 

i Mr. WALSH. This is out of order, and, 
rising in my place, } object to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The proposition of the 
gentleman from Illinois is objected to by the gen- 
tleman from New York. 

Mr. WALSH. Yes, sir, most unequivocally. | 
[Laughter.] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wenr- 
wonrrn’s motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the river and harbor bill was taken up for 
consideration. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move to dispense 
with the first reading of the bill, which 1s for 
information, and that the Clerk proceed to read į 


separate and distinct vote, every bill upon the 
Calendar preceding it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Iwill makea single 
suggestion to the Chair, if he will allow me. [ft 


has been customary to consider bills of this char- |) 


out and to complete public works already author- 
ized by law. There are no provisions for the | 


i 
i 
acter as general appropriation bills. ftis to carry | 
i 
i 
i 
‘commencement of new works. 


i 


Mr. MILLSON. My understanding of general |; 
appropriation bills is, that they are such, and only |; 


such, as are necessary to carry on the various 
departments of the Government. This is not a 
bill of that character, and, therefore, it is nota 
general appropriation bill, 

Mr. PHELPS. 
of the Chair and of the committee to the 79th 
and 80th rules, which have always been consid- 
ered to govern the consideration ‘of general ap- 
propriation bills. The 79th rule enumerates the 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
t 
i 
hills which are to be considered as general ap- | 


it below Keliy’s ferry, in the State of Tennessee, and above 


I desire to call the attention || 


i it for amendment. 
` ‘The motion was agreed to, 
The Clerk accordingly proceeded to read the | 
| bill by paragraphs, for amendment. j 
Mr. COBB. l offer the following amendment: 


i 
At the end of the clause, t4 for continuing the improve- 
; ment of the navigation of the Tennessee river, 935,000,” | 
i insert the folowing: 
i Provided, That $10,000 of said sum shall be expended 


j 
i 
{ 
H 
i 
| 
4 
| 
i 
' 


Decatur, Alabama. 


The object of the amendment will be apparent | 
to every gentleman. At the last session of Con- 
| gress $250,000 was appropriated for the improve- 
_ ment of the Tennessee river, and an appropriation 
| of $35,000 is now asked to continue the improve- 
ment already commenced. I propose now toj 
apply $10,000 of this amount to the improvement 
of the river below Kelly’s ferry. The mails are 
| carried in steamboats on the Tennessee river from 
| Chattanooga to Decatur, but there are obstructions 


in that-river below Kelly’s ferry that render it 


i 
i 


| 


} 
ti 
I would like to have i 


|| great Northwest. 


|| upon the subject than any public man, 


priations are passed, for members of Congress 
' from the States in whose favor they are made, to 
| go to the Secretary of War, and his chief engineer, 
i who has full discretion over this subject, in order 
ito kn here. the appropriations shall be ex- 
| pended the greatest advantage. Fortunately 
for us at this time, we have at the head: of the 
War Department’one of the most distinguished 
engineers in the United States. Long before I 


|| knew him as a politician I knew him as a distin- 


guished engineer upon our lakes and rivers at the 
When he was here as à mem- 
ber of Congress, he displayed more knowledge 
j I think it 
is better to Jeave this matter to the Secretary of 
War and the engineers, who understand it, than 
to members of Congress. : 

Mr. COBB. If the gentleman from Hlinois 
will look at the wording of this appropriation, he 
will see that itis for a continuation of theimprove- 
| ment. . Of what improvement? Of the onecom- 
menced and carried on under the appropriation 
of $50,000. Does he not see clearly that, without 
some proviso of this kind, the Secretary of 
War will be bound to lay out the $30,000 in the 
same place in which the $50,000 was expended? 
He must certainly see that that is the construction 


i| that would be put upon it ynless this provision 


is inserted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. The gentleman from 
Alabama will allow me to say that there are pre- 
cedents for the regulation of this case. 

Mr. COBB. But what harm can be done in 
making the matter so plain that no difficulty can 
arise about it? What harm can result from 
making it so plain that there will be no necessit 
| to go to the War Department in order to have it 
construed according to the conception we have put 
upon it? I am sure that no gentleman in the 
House, not even the gentleman from Tennesssee, 
who has as much interest in it as anybody else, 
can object to this. 

I will state this, further, that during the time 
that this bill was under consideration, I repeatedly 
called on the Committee on Commerce, who had 
charge of it, and they assured me, that before they 
would report any appropriation in respect to the 
Tennessee river, I should be called upon by them 
to give my reasons why a small appropriation 
should be given for the purpose of carrying out 
the object which I am now in favor of. But I 
suppose they overlooked the promises they had 
made to me. I called on them three or four times, 
and they assured me that I should be notified to 
come and explain my reasons for what I desired. 
| But, unfortunately, my modesty being so great as 
| to forbid me pressing myself upon them, the first 
intimation that I had 
was the reporting of the bill appropriating $35,000 
without stating anything, except that it was for 
the continuation of the improvement. I have no 
more interest in it than every man of the West 
has. But unless some portion of the money is 
expended in the manner I designate, there are 
seasons during the year when the boats cannot 
get along there, and when there will be serious 
obstacles to the expeditious carrying of the great 
western mail. But with a little labor, and the ex- 
penditure of some money, these obstacles will be 
removed, and the mail can be received regularly. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 would.ask the gen- 
tleman from Alabama whether, in the appropria- 
tion of last year, there was any limitation of the 
work? Did it embrace the whole-river, or was it 
limited to a portion of it? A 

Mr. COBB. The limitation was, that the ap- 
propriation should be expended above Kelley’s 
i ferry. And what I contend for now, is; that a 


July ‘11, 


| to say that the custom is, after these general appro- - 


with respect to the matter ` 


è 
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portio 
ferry. 

Mr. 
will allow me—to offer an amendment which, I 
presume, will meet the approbation of gentlemen 


HOUSTON, I propose—if my colleague 


onall.sides. It is as follows: 


Provided, That such part of said sum shat) be expended 
below Kelley’s ferry, on said river, as the Secretary of 
War may direct. 


Mr. COBB. Ihave no objection to that, be- | 


cause the Secretary of War will perceive the 
nėcessity of appropriating a portion of the sum 
to that part of the river. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think that there ought to 
be more than $10,000 given for that purpose; and 
I think the Secretary of War will give more. 

Mr. COBB. I withdraw my amendment, with 


the view of letting that of ‘my colleague [Mr. | 


Houston] be voted on, with the understanding, 
however, that I originated the proposition. [A 
laugh.] 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I have no -objection 
to the amendment as modified. 


Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. J supposed 


that the bill was being read through, and was not | 


aware that it was being read by sections, for the 
purpose of amendment. 
which I desire to introduce at the end of the 
twenty-fourth line, and I ask now to present it. 

Mr. COBB. This one comes in first. 

The SPEAKER. The request of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania can only be granted by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. RITCHIE. Well, I ask the consent of 
the committee for that purpose. I was entirely 
unaware that the bill was being read through by 


sections, for the purpose of amendment, and || 


therefore did not offer my amendment at the place 
where I desire it to come in, 

Mr. WALSH. I object, unless I can under- 
stand how the matter is; and I do not. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. The Chair 
had better dispose of the other question first. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hovusron’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. 1 ask the 
consent of the committee to allow me now to pre- 
sent my amendment, as there was so much noise 
in the -Hall that I did not hear the part of the bill 
read to which I designed to offer the amendment. 

No objection being made, the amendment was 
reported, as follows: 

Line twenty-fourth strike out £90,000 and insert in 
lieu thereof ** 190,000, $100,000 of said sum to be ex- 
penai in the improvement of the said river above the 
falle. 

Mr. RITCHIE, 
reasons why | ask to increase the appropriation 
for the improvement of the Ohio river from 


$90,000 to $190,000, $100,000 of which is to be | 


expended for the improvement of the navigation 
of that river above the falls of the Ohio. i 
For some years past the appropriations which 


have been made for that purpose have been ex- ;; 
pended upon that part of the river between the . 
falls of the Ohio and the mouth of the river, par- : 
ticularly about the Cumberland dam; and during i! 
that period obstructions have been accumulating | 
in the river above the falls, and they should be: 


removed. Shoals have accumulated from the 
floods, and they require removal. 


I have a letter in my hand from Mr. Crawford, ` 
who is the inspector of steamboats, under the | 
law of the United States, and who has in charge | 


the matter ef the safety of navigation generall 
of steamboats upon the western waters, in whic 


he states that from ninety to one hundred thou- `! 
sand doliars will be necessary to clean out the Ohio `! 


river above the falls. This gentleman is better 
acquainted with the channel of the Ohio river than 
any other man. He is in continual communica- 
tion with those who transact business on thatriver, 


and with the pilots and captains whoare constantly | 
navigating it; and he is better acquainted with the ., 


wants of the river than any other man. 
He says in this letter: 


I have an-amendment | 


t 


I wish to state, briefly, the i; 


“ My impression is, that the $90,000 proposed by this : 


pill to be appropriated for the Ohio river, would all be ex- '; 


pended about the Cumberland dam, and other places be- 
low the falis, in about the same way that the last appro- 


priation was spent, and that tbe river above the falls | 


would receive but little benefit from it. J sheuld think 
there ought fo be not less than ninety or one hundred thou- 


sand dollars appropriated for the river above the falls. My ! 


opinion is, that it will require that amount to repair the 
dams, remove snags, and clear out channels. Some of the 


i 
| 
l! and to act only upon the estimates sent here from || 


| places are very bad, and it is not an uncommon thing to 
i see fifteen or twenty steamers detained and sticking fast at 
| a single shute or dam.” 


Į wrote to him in reference to this matter as | 
soon as the bill was reported by the committee, | 
and printed, and this is the reply I received; and | 
iit is in pursuance of that reply that I offer the 
amendment. 2 | 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. In justice | 
to the friends of this bill, who assisted us in taking || 
it up this morning, | think the friends of the bill | 
ought to drive itahead as fast as we can, yet doing 
nothing to obstruct debate on the part of those | 
who are opposed to it. 

In reference to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, there is not a solitary gentle- 
man upon this floor who cannot rise and show to | 
his friends reasons why a certain and specific ap- | 
propriation should not be increased. But, in | 
framing bills of this kind we must have landmarks; 
we must have some basis to stand upon, and it is 
no good reason that, because we have the estimates 
of the engineer of the Government, we may intro- 
duce the estimates of other engineers, not in the |) 
employ of the Government, in regard to the same | 
work. 

l know the fact that the Secretary of Waris not | 
| over and above friendly to these works, and that; 
‘he has constitutional scruples as to the power to ! 
‘carry them on. Therefore, when he comes for- ji 
ward and makes these estimates, I know that | 
| they are the estimates of a safe engineer; and | || 
i think the best course we can pursue is to follow 
ithe estimates of this engineer throughout, and 
‘adhere to them. Besides, the gentleman from ; 
| Pennsylvania has not shown to the committee any , 
| good reason why we should not follow the esti- 
i mates of theengmeer. I do hope that our friends <Í 
i will stand by these estimates; for if we break | 
‘away from them, there is no telling where we | 
| shall land. i 
t 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to amend the! 
i amendment by increasing it five dollars. l am- 
; surprised at the position which has been assumed ; 
‘by the honorable gentleman from Illinois, who 
represents the Committee on Commerce, in refer- | 
ence to this bill. I understand him, in substance, 
| tosay that we are sent here merely to follow in 
| the wake, in the track of the War Department, | 


il 
i 
i 
| 


; that Department. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. I suppose if the gen- i 


|i tleman from Ohio were a railroad contractor, and || 


sent his engineer to examinea work, and to make || 
estimates in relation to it, that he would be very |! 
likely to follow those estimates. | 
Mr. CAMPBELL. IfI were a railroad con- 
i tractor, and had sent an engineer to look at a par- | 
| ticular line of railroad; if I were conversant with | 
that line myself; if { knew there was a mountain 
: which needed to be tunneled, in order that we | 
i might have facilities for transportation; and if 1} 
‘ found that the estimates of the engineer made no 
rovision for tunneling that mountain, | should 
fe very likely not to follow them. I should make 
my own calculations for having the work done, 
and should conduct my operations accordingly. 
Now, sir, what are the facts stated by the gen- ; 
| tleman from Pennsylvania? He has read a letter |; 
' from a gentleman who is well acquainted with all |; 
i the circumstances connected with the wants of the H 
i rivers for which he asks an apprepriation. But: 
| we are not to heed such representations; and | 


i 
| 
| 
H 
| 
i 


‘why? An engineer has been sent by the Depart- 
! ment to ascertain what appropriations are needed 
| He has visited the Ohio ata particular stage ofi 
water, and reported accordingly, Knowing but little į; 
of the difficulties which obstruct the immense com- || 
: merce upon the upper Ohio at other seasons of the | 
: year. Such has been the course of the Govern- i; 
: ment heretofore. Engineers have been sent to visit | 
‘the river at particular seasons of the year, and i; 


Committee on Commerce. ; 
Sir, I wish to set the seal of my disapprobation 

upon this system of passing laws in this House, 

based exclusively upon the information which’ we 


| get from the Departments I‘hopéthe Represent- 


atives upon this floor, coming from the ‘interior 
of the country, who know better from actual ob- 
servation what are the wants of commerce in the 
regions of country from which they come, than 
any of those engineers, will not adhere to these 
estimates from the Department, but will vote for 
furnishing the proper facilities for commerce with- 


|! out reference to them. ` 


I did not propose to say anything upon. this 
subject. -But, sir, the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania is so just that } felt some 
surprise that the gentleman from [ifinois should 
have thrown any obstacles in the way. If there 
is any stream in the whole valley of, the Missis- 
sippi which has a just demand on Congress at 
this time, it is the Ohio river above the falls; and 
as there is no provision for it in the bill before us, 
I hope the committee will adopt the amendment 
submitted by the honorable member from Penn- 
sylvania. Pe 

Mr. PRESTON. Mr. Chairman, I fully con- 
cur in the remarks uttered by the gentleman from 


| Ohio, in support of the amendment submitted by 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania. ‘There. are 
provisions made in this bill for expenditures’ on 
the Ohio river, without directing the appropriations 
to any particular locality, and it is probablé that 
most, if not all, of the money would be applied 


i; for ameliorating the navigation below the falls, 


while there is no guarantee that any of the appro- 
priations would be used for the upper Ohio. 

I would remark, for the information of the 
members of the House who are not familiar with 
the topography and commerce of the western 
rivers, that the first great interruption in the nav- 
igation of the Ohio, occurs at. the falls at the city 
of Louisville, where the river descends twenty~ 
five or thirty feet in two or three miles, creating 
rapids that are impassable at low or ordinary 
stages of the water. ; 

‘his impediment separates the navigation of the 
Ohio into two sections, each of which requires a 
different class of vessels; the boats plying between 
Louisville and Pittsburg are smaller and of lighter 
draught than those employed between Louisville 
and New Orleans. “The obstacle at’ Louisville is 
partially overcome by a canal, where boats are to 
pass through its locks; but a large part of the car- 
goes are transhipped and carried in drays around 
the falls. The States of Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, and those bordering: on 


i the western tributaries of the Mississippi, have 


the vessels almost exclusively employed below 
Louisville, while the States of Ohio, Indiana, 


| Virginia, and Pennsylvania, have their boats en- 


gaged in the commerce of the upper Ohio. Lhave 
not the statistics at hand, but I feel confident that 


| the trade between Louisvilleand Pittsburg, includ- 


ng the commerce of Cincinnati, Wheeling, Mad- 
ison, and the country bordering on the Ohio, mud@® 
exceed a hundred millions a year. Any onewho 
has traveled upon the river can apprecjate the 
magnitude of the trade, and cannot fail to have 
observed the delays and difficulties it encounters 
from sand bars and shallows in thechannel, which 
might very readily be removed. Boats are. fre- 


i quently delayed, and cluster idly at Buffington 


bar, Blannerhassett’s Island, and other points, 
where a little expenditure would remove every 
difficulty. 

For these reasons, and, as I have been informed 
by competent engineers, that the past appropria- 
tions for the Ohio have been entirely inadequate, 
I think we should grant the appropriation em- 


thousands, tens of thousands, yes, sir, hundreds ‘| braced in the amendment of the gentleman from 
of thousands of dollars worth of commerce have i! Pennsylvania, (Mr. Rircuie,] and improve the 
been obstructed in consequence of the neglect of | upper Ohio so as to afford proper commercial 
the Government to make the necessary improve- | facilities to the States upon its shores, 

ments. The Government have neglected to make | I will not protract these remarks; but before I 
these improvements, because the engineer has not | take my seat it is my intention to move an amend- 
i done his duty in making the examinations upon |; ment to appropriatea sum not exceeding $25,000, 
: which his estimates were to be based at the proper |! for the purpose of making the Louisville and 
“time. Does not the honorable gentleman from || Portland canal free to navigation and commerce. 
Hlinois know very well the extent of the commerce |; in this connection I desire to explain the circum- 
"upon that river? Does he not know that appro- || stances attending the amendment, and which may 
| priations of money are absolutely necessary for i| influence the House to adopt it: 
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~ In the course of. the ensuing year. the. Govern- 
ment of the United States. will be the sole owner 
of all of the stock ‘and:-property of the Louisville 
and Portland canal; and itis absolutely necessary 
to make some provision. for the appointment of. 
the necessary officers to take charge of and con- 
trol.and. manage it. In 1825 the Legislature of 
Kentucky granted a charter to the Louisville and 
Portland Canal Company, and, in order to facili- 
tate the work, Congress several years afterwards 
subscribed two thousand three hundred and thirty- 
five shares, which individual owners of stock for- 
feited from apprehensions ofthe failure of the 
work. . The. work itself. cost about $1,000,000, 
and its capital stock is composed of ten thousand 
shares, of which the Government.owned at the 
annval. report made on the first of January, 1854, 
nine thousand eight hundred shares. Anterior to 
the year 1842, the Government had actually paid ` 
out $233,500 for the stock she subscribed, and 
had received in tolls $257,778, as a stockholder, 
which was paid into the Treasury of the United 
Siates. 

In 1842, an act was passed by the Legislature 
of Kentucky authorizing the Government of the 
Unijted States to become the sole owner of the 
stock, by applying the dividends on her stock to 
absorbing and buying up the private stock in the 
canal, with a view of making the same free. ‘This 
process has been in operation ever since that time; 
and before the meeting of the next Congress the 
United States will be the sole owner of the canal. 
She will be the proprietor of a property worth 
more than a milhon and a half of dollars, which 
never cost.her one dollar, The immense burdens 
which have been imposed upon western com- 
merce, will be understood from the simple fact 
that having advanced $233,500 in 1829 or 1830, 
she has not only received back from the tolla—or 
1 should rather call them jines-—on western trade, || 
all, and more than all, she ever paid, but with the |; 
remainder owns a property which produced, last 
year, $178,869 39, by an exaction levied on the 
trade of the Ohio and the West. 

From 1831 to 1853, the commercial and navi- 
gating interests of the West have been subjected 
to enormous tribute by direct tolls at that canal, 
amounting to $2,699,032 20, and boats carry- 
ing five hundred tons passing through it, and 
paying the established rate of fifty cents a ton, 
are compelled to pay $250 a trip for the privilege 
of transit. This is a matter of national, and not 
of merely local interest—a matter in which every 
State that borders upon the river Ohio or the af- 
fluents of the Mississippi, are interested; and 
although some have represented that the break of 
gauge made by nature at Louisville, might render 
her people and her Representatives disinclined to 
remove the barrier to the river trade, yet I desire 
to acquit her citizens, as well as myself, of such 
suspicions, and to say that we desire, in common 


j will withdraw my amendment. 
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with our other fellow-citizens of the West, the 
free, uninterrupted, and untaxed navigation of 
the Ohio. 

It is our duty, Mr. Chairman, before this ses- 
sion terminates, to make proper provision for the 
custody and management of the canal, so that it 

@may not fall into decay or bad repair; or by a 
neglect to appoint the requisite officers, obstruct 
the navigation of the river. ‘The Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his annual report, suggests the neces- | 
sity of passing a law for this purpose. He says: 


« Attention is called to the Louisville and Portland canal. 
The ten thousand shares of capital stock in tiat company, 
under the- provisions of the act of the Legislature of Ken- 
tucky, have been reduced to three thousand seven hundred 
and twelve, of which two thousand nine hundred and two 
belong to the United States, and cight hundred and ten to 
individuals. These eight hundred and ten shares will be 
reduced by the earnings of the canal for the year 1853, of 
which the company will furnish a report, and the earniugs 
of 1854 will complete the purchase, and leave the United | 
States the sole stockholder and proprietor of the canal, and 
entitled to possession of it on complying with the condition 
of the act of Kentucky under which the private stock bas 
been purebased. Thatcondition requires that no more tolls 
shall be collected than will be sufficient to keep the canal 
in repair, pay the necessary cost of superintendence and 
custody, and make ali the improvements needed, fully to 
auswer the purpose of its establishment, and to protect and 
guard the. interests of commerce. An appropriate act is 
wanted at the present session, to provide tor the superin- 
tendence of the canal and the carrying out of the provis- 
jons of the act of the Legislature of Kentucky, jn order to 
make the canal free, as far as practicable, to the comunerce 
of the Ohio.” : 


Now, sir, it will be seen by the facts stated that | 
this provision should be made; and I will now 


j canal? 


ask, if it bein order, that the amendment I- pro- 
pose.to offer to that of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Rarcnte) shail be read. : 


~The CHAIRMAN. {tis in order. : 
“Mr. PRESTON. - Then I send it to the Clerk’s 
desk to be reported, : ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is just now 
informed by the Clerk that there is already an 
amendment to the amendment pending. 

Mr. PRESTON. Then | will ofer it here- 
after, if there is an amendment to the amendment 
pending. =. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If there is no objection, I 

There being no objection, the amendmentto the 
amendment was withdrawn. 

My. PRESTON. Inow offer my amendment. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 

For defraying the necessary expenses of the custody, 
control, aud management of the Louisville and Portland 
canal, so as to make the Ohio river free to navigation, 
25,000. i 

Mr. PRESTON. The adoption of this amend- 
ment, and the appropriation of the $25,000 for 
which it askg, will make the navigation of the 
‘This sum will be sufficient, as shown 
by the experience of the past, to pay for all the | 
labor necessary in opening and closing the locks 
of the canal, and for dredging it, and keeping it 
in order. No toll, charge, or tribute can be ex- 
acted on the Ohio. It will be perfectly free from 
Pittsburg to New Orleans to every boat and ves- 
sel. J trust, sir, that every Representative from 
every State in the valley of the Mississippi will 
appreciate the importance of abolishing the oner- | 
ous tax of $180,000 a year, to which we have 
been so loug and unjustly subjected; and 1 do 
not conceive that any right-minded man will con- 
sider this appropriation unnecessary or unwise. 
Last year the expenses of its administration were 
$21,569, and, with some incidental expenses, be- 
tween $24,000 and $25,000, 

Mr. ‘TAYLOR, of Ohio, I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Kentucky a question, in order 
that the committee may understand the position 
of the Government in reference to this matter. I 
ask him whether the United States Government, 
by this indirect mode, do not impose a tax upon 
the people of the twelve States of the Union which 
are interested in the navigation of the Ohio? 

Mr. PRESTON. 1 will answer the gentleman, 
that the Government of the United States now 
own about ninety-eight hundredths, or more than 
nine tenths of this canal. Out of ten thousand 
shares, the Government is the owner of nine thou- 
sand eight hundred. 

Now, sir, the people of the West, during the | 
last year, paid $178,869 39 tax for the privilege of 
passing this barrier to the navigation of the Ohio, 
Under the existing arrangement, the Government 
is the tax-gatherer, the Government compels the | 
people of the West to pay this amount of taxes; 
and the sum of $25,000 a year would make the 
canal free to the navigation of twelve or thirteen 
western States, 

Sir, no gentleman need vote against this appro- 
priation, however constitutional his views on such 
matters may be. No such question can be raised. 
There is no objection that can be offered to this 
amendment which cannot be brought against the 
appropriation which has annually been made for 
the bridge across the Potomac at this place ever 
since that bridge has been in the possession of the 
Government. [tis for nothing more than to defray 
the expenses of opening the gates of the canal, and 
to allow beats to pass through freeof toll. It is for 
removing obstructions in the navigation of the 
Ohio in the management of the United States pre- 
cisely as we provide for opening the draw of the 
Long Bridge to remove the obstruction to the 
navigation of the Potomac. The appropriation for 
which we ask is to open and close the locks in į 
the canal, to keep a dredge boat, and to dredge the 
canal. 

A Memper. Is not the appropriation to pur- 
chase the private stock still remaining in the 


Mr. PRESTON. Not one dollar of it. The 
private stock has been purchased, or will be before } 
Congress meets again. The Government cwns 
the work. H is the property of the United States, 
and 1 propose simply to abolish -the tolls, and 
defray the expenses of its superintendence and 
control: In this i ask the assistance of those who 


H 


| biil. 


are willing to free the commerce of the, western, 
States from this onerous burden, ‘strike. the 
shackels from our trade, and vote avery small sum 
for the accomplishment of a very great hational 
object. This is all I desire to say. . 

Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky has concluded his remarks, I desire to make 
a short. speech which, 1 think, will be in favor of 
this bill. I move that the committee rise for the 
purpose of closing the debate upon this bill in five 
minutes after its consideration shall be again re- - 
sumedin committee. I willthen immediately move 
that we go into committee again. : : 

The question.was.taken on Mr. 
tion; and it was agreed to. . a A 

The committee accordingly rose; :and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the Chair- 
man, (Mr. McMuusin,) reperted that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had the Union generally under consideration, 
and particularly the river and harbor appropri- 
ation bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. HAVEN. I offer the usual resolution to 
close the-debate on the river and harbor appro- 
priation bill within five minutes after its cgnsid- 
eration shall be again resumed in the Committee’ 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. ` 

The resolution was adopted. ; 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and that 
that motion be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. f 

Mr. HAVEN. Imovethat the rules be gug- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly again resolved itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. McMonuiw in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the river and harbor 


+ 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. Mr. Chair- 
man, in the five minutes left for the discussion of 
the bill, | wish to make afew remarks in reference 
to the suggestions of my colleague [Mr. Want 
WORTH] as to the course we ought to pursue on 
these appropriations for the improvement of rivers 
and harbors, reported by the Committee on Coni- 
merce. I understand him to recommend that we 
should take the bill justas it has been reported by 
the committee, and discourage all amendments. 
Now, | shall briefly state my reasons for not 
adopting the suggestions of my colleague. There 
are amendments which 1 think ought to be made 
to the bill, and which I am sure this committee 
will make, ona knowledge of all the facts. 

In the first place, let me direct attention of gen- 
tlemen to the appropriations recommended by the 
Committee on Commerce for the improvement of 
the rapids in the Mississippi river, and ask if 
they be commensurate with the importance of the 
object? That is an improvement, one not only of 
vast importance to the Mississippi valley, but to 
the whole country. Now, what is the appropri- 
ation recommended by the Committee on Com- 
merce for the improvement of the Des Moines 
and Rock River rapids? Why, sir, the insignifi- 
cant and pitiful sum of $18,000 is recommended 
fer the Des Moines, and the same sum for the 
Rock ‘River rapids! Here is an improvement 
which everybody knows, who knows anything 
of the subject, to make it available will cost half 
a million of dollars, and which is a work of great 
national importance. And, in addition to the little 
sum of $100,000 heretofore appropriated, it is now 
proposed only to add $36,000 in all. f 

In my recollection, the first appropriation for 
the survey of these rapids was $4,000; and it wag 
made in 1837, and it was with a view to some 
adequate improvement of them. The survey was 
made under the direction of a most skillful and 
accomplished engineer, Colonel Lee, and it is the 
opinion of persons familiar with the character of 
improvements needed, that his plan is the only 
one which can be adopted to effectually carry out 
the object, the Government had-in view. The 
survey was made by this engineer, and it was 
approved by the Engineer Department here in 
Washington, and literally nothing has been done 
since. To be sure, two years azo there was an 
appropriation of $50,000 or $100,000 made for 
each of these rapids. What has been done with 
that appropriation? Have the: people who live 
on the boris of that great father of waters Qe- 
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rived any benefit from that appropriation? No, 
sir, Not one rock has been taken out of the 
channel, and not a single obstruction has been 
removed. But, instead of that, we see the appro- 
priations likely to be all frittered away by a resur- 


vey, and by new experiments, all to no purpose, , 


according to my judgment in this regard. It is 
acknowledged by practical men, ty the steamboat 
men of that river, a class of men distinguished 
everywhere for their intelligence and their prac- 
tical common sense, men who know every rock 
` over which they pass, from Keokuk to Galena, 
that the original plan of Colonel Lee was the best 
and most practicable mode of improving these 
rapids. Why not, then, carry that plan out in 
letter and spirit, and make your appropriations to 
doso? Why these delays, and why this great 


injustice to the people of the Mississippi valley? | 


Why, sir, this appropriation was made two years 
-ago, and literally nothing has been done, and it 
would seem that nothing is tobe done. Wecome 
here now from this great valley, and ask for a 
proper and adequate appropriation, and this 
Committee on Commerce give us the pitiful sum 
of $18,000 for each of these rapids. What kind 
of an appropriation is that to remove such ob- 
structions from a river like the Mississippi, upon 
whose magnificent current floats millions and 
millions of the commerce of this great nation, the 
product of the enterprise and industry of the peo- 
ple of that valley? I shall move to increase this 
amount 7 

(Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. 
easy to find fault with the estifvates of engineers 
in general; but to come right square up to the 
mark, and say wherein those estimates are wrong, 
is quite another matter. a 

Mr. HENN, (interrupting.) The debate was 


to close in five minutes after we were in commit- | 


tee again, and we have already had one five- 
minute speech. 

Mr. RICHARDSON.. I rise to another ques- 
tion of order, and it is this: that the bill is not in 
a shape to be amended, and therefore it is not de- 
batable until it is read over. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 


the bill was dispensed with. 


The first reading of 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Do I understand that | 
there is already an amendment to the amendment | 


ending. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment to 
the amendment pending. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I submit, then, that, no 
further amendment is in order. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Before the vote is taken 
upon this amendment, l feel it my duty to submit 
a few remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must inform 
the gentleman from Indiana that remarks are not 
in order until the amendment is disposed of. 

[Cries of “ Question!” © Question 1} 

Mr. KERR. 


Presron.] 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Surrn, of 
Tennessee, and Kurr, were appointed. 

, The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
~~ayes 48, noes 47; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN. The roll must be called. 

The roll wag then called, the committee rose, 
and the Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
Chairman of the committee reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
having found itself without a quorum, had ordered 
the roll to be called, and had directed him to re- 
port the facts to the House, with the names of 
the absentees. 

The following is the list of the absentees: 

Messrs. Ashe, David J. Bailey, Ball, Banks, Barry, Bel- 
eher, Bell, Bissell, Chase, Chastain, Colquitt, Craige, 
Crocker, Cullom, Dean, Dent, De Witt, Drom, Dunbar, 
Dunham, Joho M. Ethiatt, Etheridge, Ewing, Fuller, Gam- 
ble, Goodrich, Green, Grey, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hunt, Ing H, George 
W. Jones, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Lindsle ayon, Mac- 

. donald, McNair, Mace, Maxwell, May, Meacham, John 

G. Miller, Smith Miller, Morrison, Olds, Peck, Peck- 
ham, Pennington, Bishop Perkiug, Phelps, Phillips, Pringle, 
Reese, Riddie, Thomas Ritchey, Sewaid, Shannon, Sim 
mons, Samnel A. Smith, William Smith, Alexander H. 
Stepheus, David Stuart, Tharston, Tracy, Walsh, War- 
ren, Westbrook, Witte, and Wright. © 


Mr. ENGLISH. Ihavein my hand a propo- 


sition which I desire to submit as a substitute for | 


the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 


It is very | 


I demand tellers on the amend- | 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. | 


l 
| 
} 
i 
t 
i 
i 
i 
t 


' the stock of the United States, 


| toy and management of said cana 


-[Mr. Preston.]} 


Kentucky, (Mr. Presron,} and whieh [hope will 
meet with his approval. I should like to submit 
some general remarks upon the question of a 
canal at the falls of the Ohio; but as that is not 
now in order, 1 will content myself with making 
a brief statement of facts explanatory of my prop- 
osition. 

Prior to the year 
acts of Congress passed in 1826 and 1829, became 


a stockholder to the amount of $230,000, in a |! 
company chartered by the Legislature of Keen- | 
tucky, in 1825, known as the Louisville and ; 


Portland Canal Company. This canal was com- 
pleted about the year 1831, and from that time to 
the present has been under the management of a 
private company, who have levied upon the com- 
merce of the West taxes, in the shape of tolls, 


| amounting in the aggregate to near the sum of |) 


$3,000,000, or about three times the original cost 
of the work. Ifi am correctly informed, the div- 
idends prior to 1842, upon the $230,000 of Guvern- 
ment stock, went into the Treasury of the United 
States, and fully reimbursed the amount originaliy 
subscribed; but in that year the Kentucky Legis- 
lature passed an act amending the original char- 
ter, and providing that the United States, with the 
dividends accruing upon her portion of the stock, 
might purchase all the stock, and become the ex- 
clusive owner of the canal. 

The dividends have veen so applied, and now 
we are officially informed that the United States 
will be the sole owner before the next meeting of 
Congress. {f no other action be taken than to 
adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, the canal will be left under the control of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or the present 
management, unless, indeed, it will, as some con- 
tend, become forfeited to the State of Kentucky. 
Now, sir, there are reasons why | prefer the mat- 


ter to be turned over to the President, instead of 


the Secretary of the Treasury, (who represents 
under the present 
law;) and, also, other reasons why | prefer my 
proposition to that of the gentleman from Ken- 


tucky; but will not trespass farther upon the | 


indulgence of the committee, but will ask that it 
be read by the Clerk. 
abolishing all tolls, not only because I want to 
take the burden off of the commerce of the river, 
but also to cat aff the possibility of tolis being 
levied and applied to the enlargement of the pres- 
ent canal. i ask that my amendment, may be 
read, 

Mr. PRESTON. I hope the amendment will 
be read, as in some respects it is better than my 
own. 

The substitute was reported, as follows: 

And that so soon as the President of the United States is 


notified by the board of president and directors of the Louis- k 
val Company that all of the capital į 
i ud ! 


ville and Portland Ca 
stock of said compar 


is owned by the United State 
that the said company is free tron: all debts and hie es, 
then the President of the United St hall be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to appoint the proper offi- 
cers 10 take possession of said canal on the part of the 
United States, aud to take contro) of the canal and canal 
property aforesaid, so that the same may not fall into decay 
or obstruct navigation; and the expe sattending the ev 
and canal property 
shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury nol oher- 
wise appropriated, not exceeding the sum of $25,000 per 
annum; and from and after the Ist day of January next the 
navigation of said canal shall be free from all tolis and 
charges whatsoever, 

Mr. PRESTON. 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Excurs} asked me to 
accept that as a modification of my amendment, 
I would say that the gentleman’s substitute, which 
l accept, is far more full than the amendment 
which | hurriedly drew up; and in order to har- 
monise these interests I am willing to accept it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. [rise to a 
point of order. F wish to ask the Chair if the 
amendment having reference to the purchase and 
taking possession of the canal has thé pertinency 
to this bill now under consideration as to entitle 
it to be considered in order ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman that it is too late to raise the ques- 
tion of order. ‘The amendment or subsutute has 


already been received by the committee in lieu of | 


the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 


Mr. ENGLISH. 
from Hlinois, that this is not a new proposition 
A law of Congress was passed many years ago 
in reference to that canal. 


1831, the United States, under fi 


I am decidedly in favor of ji 


I would state that the gen- 


I will say to the gentleman | 


|| Fhe CHAIRMAN, The Chair decides that 
|. the amendment is in order. : 
| ‘The question then being upon the amendment 
| of Mr. Preston, as modified by the substitute of 
i My. Eneuisn, v 
ii Mr. PRESTON called for tellers: 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mack; atid 
Smirna of Tennessee; were appointed. ~~ 
i ‘Phe question was taken; and the tellers reported 
i—ayes 79, noes 43. : : . 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 
| ‘The question recurred on the amendment, as 
; amended. i 
i Mr. WENTWORTH. Is not the amendment 
ji submitted by the gentleman from Indiana {Mr. 
| Encisa] separate and distinct of itself? 
The CHAIRMAN’ Thegentleman from Ken- 
_ tucky offered his amendment as an amendment to 
| the proposition of the gentleman frem Pennsyl- 
vania. The gentleman from Indiana submitted 
‘his proposition as a substitute, which was. ac» 
cepted by the gentleman from Kentucky as a mod- 
ification of his proposition. : 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Then I understand 
that the amendment carries an increase of the ap- 
propriation some $100,000. - Is this to be done’ 
‘ when we have no estimates ? ‘ 

{Cries of ** Order?) ed ; 

The CHAIRMAN. Discussion is not inorder. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. I demand: tellers on 
| the amendment as amended. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox and 
FLORENCE were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 73, noes 49. 

So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH,of Tennessee. 1 wish to remark 
that | expect to vote for the bill as it now stands; 
but I cannot do so if many amendments are - 
adopted. i therefore move to strike out the 
enacting words of the bill, in order to test the 
question whether there shall be any more amend- 
ments made to the bill, 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
motion I call-for tellers, 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


Upon that 
i I rise to a point of order. 
| understand the gentleman from Tennessee moves 
| to strike out the enacting clause. i 
| Mr. SMITH. The enacting words of the bill. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. f make the point of order 
' that was made before—pending the civil and dip- 
! lomatic bill, | believe it was. 1 intend, so long as 
| Lam a member of this body, to raise this question 
: of order, that the Committee of the Whole—— 
| TheCHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Ohio 
has no right to debate the question. . 
Mr. CAMPBEB.. I will not debate it, but E 
will state the point of order, and it is this: That 
the motion to strike out the enacting clause of a 
bill cannot be made’ in the. Committee of the 
Whole on the state,of the Union, for the reason 
that it nullifies aid destroys the force of the very 
| rules that are prescribed for the governmient of the 
Committee of the Whole. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the point of order made by the gentleman from 
i Ohio is not well taken, and that it is competent: 
| for the gentleman from Tennessee to movetostrike 
| out the enacting clause of the bill. “ 
| Mr.CAMPBELL. I take an appeal from that ` 
i decision; and I propose to state the reasons on 
- which I found my position. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is not de- 
i batable. ` 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I refer the Chair to the 
|: fact that but a few days ago, when this same point 
iE was raised, it was decided to be debatable. 
l Messrs. BOCOCK and HOUSTON. In that 
| case debate was not limited. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. Iwill state, in reply to 
| the gentlemen, that the debate was limited before 
the point was made by me. : 
| 


A 


[Cries of ‘Oh, no! no P?’] 


| Mr.ORR. The gentleman from Ohio is miš- 
|| taken. . 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides: that 


i ! f 3 ; 
i remark that, inasmuch as the friends of the bill 
| seem to desire it, and as I do not wish to throw 
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any impediment in the way of the bill, IT will with- 
draw my motion. ButJ wish, at the same time, 
to.give notice that if these amendments are put 
upon the bill I shall vote against it. In deference, 
therefore, to the wishes of the friends of the bill, 
l withdraw my motion to ‘strike out the-enacting 


words, z ca : 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I renew that 
motion. d j Á 

Mri CAMPBELL. And l renew the point of 
order. |. 3 F 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point. of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. And from that decision | 
take an appeal. 

-.sMr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. May I inquire ofthe 
Chair, whether he decides that it is in order to go 
back to the first section of thé bill, for the purpose 
of entertaining the motion of the gentleman from 
Louisiana? ¢ l 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; the Chair rules that | 
it is competent for any member to move to strike 
out the. enacting clause of the bill, debate having 
been closed upon it, and, according to the recol- 
lection of the Chair, this decision is in accordance | 
with the decisions heretofore made on that point. 

Mr. ‘WHEELER. ~] demand tellers on the | 
appeal. 

Tellers were ordere 
Cox were appointed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, I desire to correct a state- 
ment that has been made here, for the informa- 
tion of the committee. That is in relation to the 
point which I raised being debatable. It has 
been said here by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, [Mr. Houston,] and also 
by the gentleman who then occupied the chair, 
that on the occasion which I referred to, debate 
had not been closed on the bill when the same | 

uestion was raised. Now, l am informed by | 
the Clerk, and for the correctness of that inform- | 
ation, Í refer to the Journal, that debate had been | 
closed at that time, and that the case stood then 
just as it stands now. 

Mr. ORR. I think the gentleman from Ohio is 
mistaken as to the fact in referencesto debate not 
having been closed at the time to which he refers. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I call for the ques- | 
tion. This discussion is out of order. 

Mr. DISNEY. A reference to the Journal will | 
show the facts. | 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chairis compelled to 
„call gentlemen to order. Debate is clearly out of 
order, 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 69, noes 60. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. PECKHAM. 1 obj to that decision. 
The tellers announced the vote as fifty-eight in the 
affirmative. 

The CHAIRMAN. It was first so announced, 
but the tellers afterwards reported nine more in 
the affirmative. : 

Mr. PECKHAM. = Itis precisely that to which 
I object. I hold that, after the affirmative vote has | 
been once announced, it is notin order to increase | 


d; and Messrs. Miitsonand | 


i 
that number by any additional votes, j 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that he | 
had a right to receive the votes to which the gen- | 
tileman objects, and that the vote, as announced 
by him, is the correct one. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I appeal from that decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The tellers reported sixty 
members in the affirmative, and after the negative 
vote had been taken, they reported nine more in the 
affirmative; and the Chairthen announced the votes 
as sixty-nine in tbe affirmative, and sixty in the 
negative. The gentleman from New York objects 
tothe announcement of the tellers. The Chairover- 


| have been already commenced. 


: cludes all amendments of this nature, | desire to 


i| is not in order, upon the ground that it is not ger- 


rules the question of order. ‘The gentleman from | 
New York appeals from the decision of the Chair, 
and the question is, ‘* Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Why, Mr. Chairman, 
the gentleman cannot appeal from an objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman appeals 
from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Chair has made 
no decision, but merely stated the facts. The 
gentleman has raised no question of order. He has 
merely objected to the announcement of the vote 
by the Chair. 

Mr. PECKHAM. What I objected to, and | 
the point upon which } raised the question of |i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


order, was, that the tellers had no right to an- 
nounce an additional affirmative vote after the 
negative had been taken. : : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
no appeal can be taken from. the announcement of 
a vote. 


Mr. PECKHAM. 1 should like to know of 


the Chair a ! 
(Cries of ‘* Order 177} i j 
Mr. PHELPS. What is the question on which | 


we are now called to vote? ’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs 
on the proposition of ‘the gentleman from Louis- 
iana, {Mr. Peruins,] to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill. 

Mr. McNAIR. I demand tellers. | ; 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ZOLLICOFFER 
and HiLLYER were appointed. 

The question ‘was taken on Mr. Perxins’s 
motion; and the tellers reported—ayes 53, noes 72. 

So the committee refused to strike out the en- 
acting clause of the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. Are amend- | 
ments now in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. They are now in order. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I offer, then, the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

For the survey of Galena river and harbor, $100,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. | would inquire of the Chair 
whether that amendment is in order? l under- 
stand this bill to be one to contirfue works which | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
lllinois to provide for the commencement of a 


new work, and therefore rules that it is not in |; 


order. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. It says for the survey |; 


of the river. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Upon what ground do 
I understand the Chair as deciding the amendment 
out of order? z 

The CHAIRMAN. Because there is no exist- 
ing law authorizing the extension and completion 
of the work; and the amendment is not in accord- | 
ance with the general character of the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I did not understand 
that to be the case with regard to the amendment | 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Preston. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question of order 
was not made ypon the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. 


Mr: GREENWOOD. I am-aware of that; 
but I simply desire to call the attention of the 
Chair to the fact. . ; = 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
| would beg to state to the gentléman from Arkan- 
sas, that, in the opinion of the Chair, the proposi- 
tion submitted by. him ig not in order. ; 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Then. l must again ask 
the vote of the committee on that decision., And 
Ido so for this reason : 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
would ‘most respectfully ask the committee to 
-attend to the reading of the rule on which ‘the 
decision of the Chair is based. : i 

The Clerk read.the 8lst rule, as follows: 

“No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, un- 
less in continuation of appropriations for such public works 
and objeets as are already in progress, and for the contin- 
gencies for carrying on the several departments of the Gov- 
ernment.” í 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I was well aware of the 
existence of that rule; but I was about remarking 
to the Chair and the committee 
| The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
| must again remind the gentleman that diecussion 
is out of order. Does the gentleman take an ap- 
| peal from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I do; and I will state 
the grounds of my doing so. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has no 
| right to debate the question. He has a right to 
state the grounds of his appeal, but without argu- 
ment. 

{Cries of “ Quéstion!”’ ** Question !”’} 

The question was taken, and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. . ‘ 
Mt. JONES, of Louisiana. I offer the follow 
ing amendment: 

For continuing the improvements on the raft on Red river, 
$100, And be it further enacted, That the joint resolution 
entitled “a resolution explanatory of the act appropriating 
| money for the removal of the raft on Red river,” approved 
Jannary 7, 1853, he, and the same is hereby, repeated ; and 
Í that the Secretary of the Department of War be authorized 
| to expend the appropriation in reference to the Red river 
raft in such a way, and for such purposes, as he may ap 
prove, having in view the improvement of the navigation 
| of said river in and around the said raft. 

It will be seen at once, Mr. Chairman, that the 
object which I had in view in proposing this appro- 
priation of $100 was to bring this amendment 
within the rules of the House, and to make it in 
order. Sometwo years ago—it will be two years 
in August next—the Congress of the United States 


i 


Mr. WASHBURNE. As this decision pre- 


obtain the sense of the committee upon the ruling 
of the Chair, and therefore I must take an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. LETCHER. I,would ask to have the 
firoposition of the gentleman from Kentucky 
read, 

The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is not 
now before the committee. The Chair decides 
that the proposition of the gentleman from Illinois 


mane to the general bill, and because it is a prop- 
osition making an appropriation for a new work 
not provided for by law. The gentleman from 
Ilinois takes an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, and the question now is, ‘* Shall the decis- 
ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee?” kA 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr.- GREENWOOD. 
amendment: | 

For the improvement of the navigation of the White 


river, Arkansas, to be expended under the direetion of the i 
Secretary of War, 350,000. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Thatis foranew work. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to || 


know if there is any existing law authorizing an 


F think not. I think 
the amendment | have offered will come within 
the decision just made by the Chair. 1 desire to 
call the attention of the Chair to several items in 
this bill which do not purport to be for works 
already commenced. I take it, from the reading of 
the bill, that it is not what it purports to be. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must remind 
the gentleman from Arkansas that discussion is 
not in order. 


I offer the following i 


made an appropriation of $100,000 for. the cleaning 
out of the raft on Redriver. That appropriation 
authorized the Secretary of War to advertise and 
‘Jet out this work to contractors. In 1853 Con- 
gress modified that law and required that the person 
who took the contract should agree to clear out 
the river, and keep it open for a series of years. 
The Secretary of War has, time and again, offered 
this contract to the public, but no one has offered 
to bid for it for the reason, as I understand it, 
and as I have no doubt is the fact, that no one 
was willing to clear out the raft and keep the river 
clear for the sum appropriated by Congress, be- 
cause it would require an expenditure of $25,000 
or $30,000 to procure the machinery necessary to 
clear out this raft, if the contract were to be taken 
by private individuals. 

But the Secretary of War has stated, in a com- 
munication to the House at this session of Con- 
| gress, in answer to a resolution of inquiry, which 
; Í submitted myself, that he had no doubt that the 
Government of the United States could remove 
that raft; or, ið other words, that the Govern- 
| ment could make the navigation open in the region, 
of the raft of the Red river for $100,000, for the 


ii reason that the Government has already the ap- 


propriate and necessary machinery for such work 
in its possession. 

Ii will be observed that the object of this amend- 
ment is to relieve the law, which has already 
made this appropriation of $100,000, from those 

onerous obligations and conditions attached to it, 
and to leave the Secretary of War to do the work, 
either by contract or by his own hands, through 
the agency of such engineer as he may choose. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, allow me to say that the 
amendment which I have submitted is verbatim et 
teratim the Senate bill which has been sentdown 
to this House, and that. the main features of this 
same Senate bill have been submitted to the Com- 
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mittee on Commerce—for 1 drew up the bill and f 


submitted it myself—and the Committee-on Com- 
merce have. reported that bill to the House, with 
a recommendation that it-do.pasg. E ‘ 

My object, therefore, is.to get this matter before 
the House; for I feared. that if*1 should be eom- 
pelled to wait until the Senate bill should: be called 
up, or the House bill either, L might be deprived 
of an opportunity of bringing forward this subject 
at all, unless I put it in here. ` : 

Let mesay to the House, that I believe it is the 
opinion of the Secretary of. War—and surely such 
is my opinion—that unless this law is. modified 
during the present Congress, the appropriation 
will lapse in August next, the period of two years 
since the appropriation was made then expiring. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of. Illinois. I would 
inquire of the gentleman if this is the identical 


proposition reported by the Committee on Com-.| 


merce. 

Mr. JONES. It is the identical proposition 
which came down from the Senate. But I will 
say tothe gentleman that the difficulty in regard 
to the ether appropriation was, that some of the 


‘committee had objections because they were not 


willing that the Government should pass through 
the State lands.” f would remark that the Legis- 


Jature of Louisiana, at its last session, passed a 


law by which the United States were authorized 
to pass through the Territory of Louisiana, for 


.the very purpose of meeting this objection. | 
Mr. WENTWORTH. The Committee on 
Commerce have agreed to something like this prop- į 


osition; and if it involves no appropriation, and if 
it is identical with the committee’s proposition, 
the committee would all be in favor of it. But if 


it is a modification of their proposition, I am not | 


prepared to speak for them, but only for myself. 

Mr. JONES, It is identical with the Senate 

bill, It involves no appropriation, except the 
100. 

: Mr. WENTWORTH. [ suggest to the gen- 

tleman that he should withhold his proposition 

for the present, and move it as an additional sec- 

tion, und in the mean time allow the Committee on 

Commerce the opportunity to investigate it. 

Mr. JONES. f will say to the gentleman from 
Illinois that I have no doubt Judge Dunbar will 
concur with me in anything I may desire in refer- 
ence to this matter, as his movement in the matter 


at all was to carry out my wishes. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. Was the appropria- 


tion contained'in Judge Dunbar’s bill? 


~ the history of this appropriation. 


Mr. JONES. No, sir; and no further appro- ; 


priation is necessary. My sole object in moving 


to appropriate $100 was to make the amendment | 


in order. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. ` Then J ask the gen- 


tleman to strike out the appropriation, and J pre- j 


sume there will beno objection to the amendment. 

Mr. JONES. If I were satisfied that the 
amendment would be in order without, I would 
strike it out with great pleasure; but, it seems to 
me, it would not be in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. An amendment in 
reference to the Red river raft isin order. Ap- 
propriations have been made over and over again 
for its removal. Itis a work, therefore, that has 
heretofore been authorized by law, and any amend- 
ment in referenee to it is in order to this bill. If 
the gentleman will strike out the appropriation, 
there will be no earthly objection to his amend- 
ment. 

Mr JONES. 
the appropriation. 

Mr. HAVEN moved a pro forma amendment, 
and said: I very much dislike to interpose at all 
in reference to a matter that is within the jurisdic- 
tion of gentlemen from another section of the coun- 
try; but when I can be of use- to the House, there 
will beno impropriety in it. L will state, in brief, 
At the first 
session of the lasigCongress, an appropriation of 
$100,000 was made for-the removal of the raft in 
Red river. During the last session of Congress 


If that is true, 1 will strike out 


a joint resolution was passed in reference to the |; 


disposition of that appropriation, which itis now 
proposed to repeal. ‘The object of it was to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to let out 
the job of removing.this raft to the individual who 
would remove it and keep the river clear for the 
longest period. That is according to my recol- 
lection of the matter. 


| cation. 


j 


| 


Now, l am opposed to the repeal of this joint 
resolution. I am opposed to taking upon our- 
selves, under the supervision of the Secretary of 
War, the responsibility of removing the Red river 
raft, without any limitation as to the extent of 
expenditure which is to be incurred, because, if 1 
am not mistaken, we have heretofore had some 
assurance in reference to that same raft. Congress 
have, in years gone by, appropriated 1 do not 
know what amount of money for its removal. I 
admit that there is a necessity for further legisla- 
tion in reference to it. I have heard the sugges- 
tion made, and it seems to me very reasonable, 
that a canal might be cut around it. The soil is 
of such a nature that it might conveniently be 
done, and the navigation of the river opened by 
that means for a sum less than $100,000. Now, 
under these circumstances, it seems to me that it 
would hardly be worth while to repeal this res- 
olution, and to open an unlimited expenditure for 
the purpose of removing this raft, until we can 


| have more definite information upon the matter. 


Mr. JONES. ` I will state to the gentleman that 
the object of this amendment is to ‘authorize the 


Secretary of War, if, in his judgment, it should be į 


desirable, to cut a canal around the raft in this 
river. 


Mr. HAVEN. If my friend will allow me, I 


; would suggest that there should be a limitation 


fixed in the amendment, that the amount to be ex- 
pended should not exceed $100,000. 

Mr. JONES. Certainly. But there is no need 
of any such limitation. lask for no additional 


appropriation beyond the $100,000 which was | 
Mr. Chair- 


appropriated two or three years ago. 
man, let me say, in addition to what I have said, 
that | have information before me from the Secre- 
tary of War, which was furnished to the House 
in answer toa resolution offered by me early in 
the present session, showing that the existence of 


this raft in Red river costs the Government ‘an- | 


nually some $45,000. There are some forks up 
the river which must receive supplies. Steamboats 


cannot run up in an ordinary stage of water. Red | 


river stegmboats are therefore chartered, and kept 
waiting Semetimes for five or six months fora 
flood to enable them to ascend the river. 

The object of the amendment is to authorize 


i the Secretary of War to open the navigation of 


the Red river by contract, or otherwise. Ahd 


let me say, inaddition, that there was a gentleman | 


from Red river, Colonel Gilmore, here the other 
day, cf great wealth, who is prepared to give 
bonds in any sum the Government may require, 
not only to open, but to keep open, the naviga- 
tion of the Red river for $100,000. -— 

Mr. HAVEN. The gentleman is clearly right 
in reference to the importance of this communi- 
I have learned from the documents here, 
that the closing of the navigation of Red river is 


| equal to a detriment of at least $40,000 to the j 


Government each year. 
Mr. JONES. Forty-five thousand dollars. 
Mr. HAVEN. { have no doubt about that. 
Now, what | desire is, that the joint resolution 
shall stand, but amended so as to have the work 


i let out to the lowest bidder, and who will keep 


the river navigable for the longest period of time. 

Mr. JONES. Let me add that that proposi- 
tion has been made time and again. It has been 
made two or three times by the Secretary of War, 
but nobody is willing to take the contract, because 
the necessary machinery will cost $25,000 or 
$30,000. 
not already that machinery in his possession. 
is now in the possession of the Government. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to add the following 
proviso to the amendment: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize 
the cutting of any canal through the soil of any State. 


Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Louisiana 


It 


Nobody can take the contract who has į 


has just now stated that the object of the amend- | 


ment he offered was to authorise the cutting of a 


canal around the Red river raft. When this same į 


question was before the Committee on Commerce, 
some months ago, I supposed that the object con- 
templated in the repeal of the restrictiun con- 
tained in the joint resolution, was to get around 
the raft, by cutting a canal, and wishing to bring 
the commitieeto a vote on the question of the 
right of the General Government to construct 
works ofinternal improvement, such as roads and 
eanals within the limits of a State, I offered an 
amendment, perkaps in the very words which | 


by the comuiitiee; though: I believe it. wasa 
subsequent meeting reconsidered and. rejectes 

, My. JONES made a remark, which was qu 
inaudible to the reporter. 0 cp. ; 

Mr. MILLSON: [do not think that theconatitu- 
tional powers of Gongress. can be enlarged.by any 
consent the States may vive... [wish to.bring.the 
Democrats of the House to-an-ex pression. of. tt 
opinions in. reference to. these appropriations., » [ 
want to see how many will stand by their ancient 
„principles on this subject... Cam. afraid. they are 
but few, indeed. In regard to the appropriation 


gentlemen in. the Senate, who. said that $50,000 
was not enough, but that the whole..work. could 
bedone for $100,000, and: even for, Jess; and: that 
contracts could be entered into to. complete, the 
work for that sum. The joint resolution wasthen 
pasged, limiting. the appropriation to. $100,000, 
and Weclaring that no portion of the, sum should 
be expended unleşs a contract was. made for: the 
completion of the work. ] 
cannot be done for $100,000, and now the Propo- 
sition is to remove the restriction : 

Mr. JONES. There is no such 
do not ask a dollar. s caste ee esa 

Mr. MILLSON. You do not.askia larger.ap- 
propriation, perhaps, than is already made, but 
under the present law no portion of. the money 
| can. be expended until a contract is made for the 
completion of the work. L have offered.the amend- 
ment I sent up to the Clerk’s desk for the pur- 
pose of seeing whether the Democratic portion of 


proposition. iE 


i, tbe Elouse are willing to make appropriations 


| which are to be expended in citting canals within 
! the limits. of a State. f 

| Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I am very much 
| obliged to my friend from Virginia, for making 


| this poor little appropriation for the Red river raft, 


in my district, a test of the Democratic. spirit of 
the House in regard to the constitutional power 
of Congress to make appropriations for internal 
improvements, Iam as. good a. Democrat as my 
very able and astute friend’ from Virginia.. -1.do 
not pretend to say. that I am as capable of splitting 
hairs on constitutional questions, as the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [laughter;] but surely. I do be- 
lieve in the main, thàt upon the great principles of 
the Democratic party, I am as good a Democrat as 
even that gentleman, ak 
Now, sir, I do not doubt—and Inever heard the 
fact doubted by Democrats—that the General 
Government may make improvements within: the 


| limits of a State, especially if that State has as- 
|; sented to such improvements.. Why, sir,.it. has 
| been the practiee of the General Government from 
j 


its institution to the present time to make:such 
improvements. Look at the whole. of this bill now 
before the committee; look at every bill for.the 


; improvement of rivers and harbors that has been 
enacted by the Congress of the United States, - 


and you will find that such has been the practice 
of the Government from the beginning to the 
present time. And F should like to know how 


i the position I have taken is to be.controverted. [ 


do not profess to bea better Democrat than others. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
from Louisiana [Mr. Jones] allow. me to correct 
him? : ` 4 

Mr. JONES. Oh, no; excuse me now. 

Mr. SMITH. I only wished to remind the 
gentleman that. it is only within.the Jast thirty 
years that the. Government has; made improve- 
| ments within the limits of.a State, 

Mr. JONES, It only. shows that we under- 
stand the Constitution a little better than they did 
in the early times. (Laughter, and. cries of 


i ; 
'1*6 goad,” * progressive, ” &c.] 


Í was going to remark.that I did not profess to 


‘bea better Democrat than Mr. Calhoun; and did 


he not sanction this power? { concur with him, 
and ÍI hope I never shall become a more strict 
: constructionist of the Constitution than. Mr. Cal- 
| houn was. . But it seems that, at the present 
time, we have gentlemen here whg are trying to 
'sout-Herod Herod,” as it were--going further 
than Mr. Calhoun in the strict construction of 
the Constitution. Now, his notions of the con- 
stitutional power go far enough for mes- Ido not 
choose to go beyond them; [do not choose to 
limit them more... Now, the very:object of this 


have now. sentup tothe Chair, which was.adopted 


alr 


for the Red-river raft,.as near.ag I recollect, the. - 
original-amount named was some $50,000: It.. 
was raised to, $100,000 at the instance of ‘cerfain - 


It seems-that. the work . 


r 
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amendment, 1 say, is to authorize the Secretary 
‘of War either to remove the raft, or, if he'deems | 
it more expedient, to cut a canal round the raft. 
The very object of this appropriation is either to 
improve this communication by the means which 
nature has already provided, ór else to remove 
the raft, if that course Should bé deemed more 
advisable: Now, let mie say that this canal, if 
‘out around the raft, would go ditectly through the 
Government land. There are fio private lands 
there.” They belong to the General Government. 
Let me add farther, that the Legislature of the 
State of Lovisiana passéd ‘a Jaw last session aū- 
thorizing thé General Government to cut the canal. 
` (Cries of “ Question!” Question !’’] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment to the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Mizison. 
"Mr: LETCHER. Let us have tellers upon it, 
that we may see how many Democrats’ we have 
got here. [Laughter.] 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Huaties and 
CAMPBELL were appointed. i 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
ayes 44, noés 75. | 

So the amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 


"Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend by striking || 
ropase this | 


out $100 and inserting $102,400. T 
amendment because { want to make the two sides 
„òf the line equal in éxpenditurés. By this bill 
ouhave appropriated for works north of the 
otomac $242,400, which is more than we have 
had down South, by precisely the amount E have 
named in my amendment, By the- States’ rights 
bill of my friend from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Asus] which passed the House yesterday, we 
received $140,000; and if this amount is increased 
to $102,400, it will make the entire amount for the 
South $02,400, the same as that received on the 
other side of the line. 

Now, sir, l have heard some. strange notions 
advanced here to-day. 1 thought it had been a 
well settled doctrine in this House for a long time 
„past, that the constitutional powers of the General 
‘Government to construct roads and canals would 
permit you to begin at the boundaries of civiliza- 
‘tion, and go into the wilderness to any extent, but 
that you could not begin at the seat of Govern- 
“ment and travel to the boundary line of civiliza- 
‘tion. 

Mr. COBB, (interrupting.) Is the gentleman 
from Virginia in order? It seems to me that we 
had better begin right at the outset. Suppose we 
„have the resolution of yesterday read ? 

Mr. LETCHER. Tam talking aboutimprove- 
‘menta; and it strikes me, that if anybody is out 
of order, it is the gentleman fram Alabama. 

Mr. COBR. Oh, no; | am clearly in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. ‘The gentleman from Ala- 
bama, if I mistake not, is one of those who be- 
lieve in the doctrine I just alluded to, that it was 
proper for the Government to take money from 
the Treasury, or to donate alternate sections of 


Jand to build roads or canals from the outside line || 


—from the furthest side of Arkansas, at least, on 
to the western side of the continent. 

Now, sir, I do not hold to any such doctrine. 
I hold that, if you can, at the public expense, 
make roads from the western border of Arkansas 
to the Pacific ocean, you can begin here at the 
seat of Government, and build a railroad to the 
western border of Arkansas, and then you would 
have a continuous line of improvements. 


But my friend from Louisiana advances a still | 


more strange doctrine. Hesaysit is in the power 
of the Government to. make this canal, with the 
consent of the State in which it is located. Now, 
sir, will he tell me how the consent of a State can 
enlarge the powers of the General Government? 
If the General Government has no power to do 
it without the consent of the State, will that 
consent confer any constitutional power upon the 
Government? This seems to me a stranger doc- 
trine than any I have heard yet. 


Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. The gentleman 


misunderstood me, I did not say the Government | 


of the United States had no power to improve 
any river or any harbor within its limits, without 
the consent of the States, but I said that, with 
that consent, surely there could be ne doubt upon 
the subject. A é 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, my friend from 
Louisiana is a real hair-splitter in earnest. 


| 
j 
i 
| 


| Louisiana [Mr. 


{Laughter.]. Now, sir, if the General Govern- 
ment has the power to construct these works of 
improvement without the consént of the State, 
then what do you want the consent of the State 


! for; of what value is itin any way? 


{Here the hammer fell.] : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 believe if the gentle- 
man from Virginia will réfer back to a statesman 
from his own State,-who was. yYesumed to únder- 
stand the Constitution of the United States toler- 
ably weil, he will find that that statesman laid 
down the very doctriné which the gentleman from 


And there, I 


cessity of obtaining the consent of a State, to con- 
stract works of improvement within her borders. 

Mr. LETCHER. Willthe gentleman be good 
enough to give us the reference? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I shall try to furnish 
ou with the referetice and the document itself. 
t will afford me much pleasure to give the gentle- 

man information on the subject, as I think he 
needs it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LETCHER Thank you! 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thegentleman makes 
another point to which I wish to allude for a 
moment. He can see no difference between 
making improvements outside of the States and 
making them inside. Nobody, I believe, has as 
yet questioned the right of the Government to 
construct roads and’ make other improvements 
across territory, over which she has full and 
entire jurisdiction, So far as these poipts are con- 
cerned, | admit they are not germane to the sub- 
ject now under consideration, but I deemed it 
necessary to make the reply which I have. 

Mr. WALSH. I move that the committee do 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the Chair, the Chairman (Mr. McMut- 


| L1ıN,) reported that the Committee ofthe Whole on 


the state of the Union had had the Uniongenerall 
under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No. 392, the river and barbor appropriation bill, 


' and had come to no resoiution thereon. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 


Bills, reported as.correctly enrolled the following |; 
! bills and jomt resolutions, which thereupon re- 


ceived the signature of the Speaker: 

H. R. No. 130. An act for the relief of Samuel 
W. Brady; 

H. R. No. 291. An'act for the construction of 
certain military roads and wells in the Territory 
of New Mexico; 

H. R. No. 191. An act for the relief of George 
W. Gibson; 

If. R. No. 119. An act to provide for the con- 
tinuation of the military road from Myrtle Creek 


|| to Scottsburg, in Oregon; 


H. R. No. 129. An act for the relief of Cor- 
nelius H. Latham; 

H. R. No. 294. An act for the payment of the 
civil officers employed in the Territory of New 


| Mexico while under military government; 
H. R. No. 375. An act to provide a pension for | 


Sergeant W. Torrence; š 
H. R. No. 341. An act to refund to the Terri- 


| tory of Utah the expenses incurred by said Terri- 


tory in suppressing Indian hostilities; 

H. R. No. 339. An act to authorize the Secre- 
tary of War to settle and adjust the expenses of 
the Rogue River Indian war; 

Joint resolution (No. 28) to correct a clerical 
error in the act approved June 22, 1854, to au- 


thorize a register to be issued to the steamer El | 


Paraguay by a new name; 

Joint resolution (No. 21) explanatory of the 
second section of a resojution to establish certain 
post offices, approved July 12, 1852; and 

An act for the relief of A. B. Roman. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 1 move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. ORR. I hope my friend from North Car- 
olina will withdraw that motion. Let us go into 
the Committee of the Whole again and finish the 
river and harbor bill. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 
motion. ` 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will with- 


I decline withdrawing the 


Joss] planted himself ‘on this’ 
! morning; I allude to Mr. Madison. ; 
| apprehend, is the origin of this doctrine of the ne- 


draw it, I think we can get through one öf the 
small appropriation bills: to-day. -* 

Mr: ORR. If the House does not adjourn, I 
shall make the motion to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, demanded tellers 
ov the motion to adjourn. 

` Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Huanes and 
Kerr were appointed. ; 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 62, noes 52. . ; 

Mr, ORR. I ask for the yeas and nays. It 
is now only twenty minutes after three o’clock. 

The- yeas and nays were ordered. j 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 74, nays ‘72; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Benson, Benton, Bliss, 
Brooks, Campbell, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chrisman, Cor- 
win, Cox, Craige, Cumming, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dick- 
inson, Disney, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, Ellison, 
English, Farley, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, 
Goode, Green, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Hastings, Hiester, 
Hill, Johnson, Keit, Kittredge, Lamb, Letcher, Litiy, 
Lindjey, McCulloch, McNair, Matteson, Maurice, Max- 
well, Middieswarth, Morrison, Nichols, Mordecai, Oliver, 
Peckham, Bishop Perkins, Powell, Puryear, Thomas 
Ritchey, Rowe, Sabin, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, Gerrit 
Smith, William Smith, Solers, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Van- 


„sant, Wade, Walley, Walsh, Israel Washbuin, Daniel B. 


Wright, and Zollicoffer—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Barksdale, Barry, 
Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Caruthers, Caskie, Chareh- 
well, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cutting, Dawson, Dowdell, 
Eddy, Thomas: D. Eliot, Everhart, Fenton, Giddings, 
Greenwood, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Henn, 
Houston, Howe, Hughes, Roland Jones, Kerr, : Knox, 
Lindsley, MeQueen, Macy, Millson, Morgan, Noble, Nor- 
ton, Orr, Packer, Pennington, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Reese, Richardson, David Ritchie, 
Robbins, Rogers, Ruffin, Russell, Sage, Sapp, Seymour, 
George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew 
Smart, David Stuart, Nathaniel? G. Taylor, Trout, Vail, 


| Enihu B. Washburne, Wells, Joha Wentworth, Tappan 


Wentworth, Wheeler, and Yates—72. 

The House thereupon (at, three o’clock and 
thirty-five minutes, p. m.) adjourned till to-mor- 
row at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, July 11, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. ` 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. ; 
Mr. EVANS presented a petition of inhabitants 


| of Lower Salem, South Carolina, praying a re- 


duction of the present rates of ocean postage; 


| which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
i Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. ROCKWELL. I present the petition of 


: J. Horsford Smith, United States consul at Bey- 
i rout, Syria, requesting an increase of his com- 
| pensation. 


He states that he has been consul at 
that*place since 1849; that the Treasury of the 
United States has received more than $100,000 
from the trade opened between that place and the 
United States, and that his compensation is ut- 
terly inadequate, and ought to be increased. I 
move that the petition be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ROCKWELL also presented a petition 
signed by five hundred citizens of Massachusetts, 
praying the repeal of the fugitive slave law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present the memorial of fo- 
seph Goddard, a merchant of New York, in which 
he sets forth that the fugitive slave act has been 
adjudged, by the ablest writers and the plainest 
rules of construction and common sense, to be 
unconstitutional, and he prays that it be repealed. 
I also present a memorial of members bf the 
Unitarian Church, at Cambridgeport, Massachu- 
setis, headed by their pastor, asking for the repeal > 
of the fugitive slave act. I move their reference 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed tong’ 


Mr. RUSK presented docuthents relating to the 
claim of James L. Collins, for money expended 
in the purchase of furniture for the Government 
house, at Santa Fé, New Mexico; which were 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition signed by in- 


| habitants of Oberlin, Ohio, praying a reduction in 


the rates of ocean postage; which, was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. JOHNSON presented a petition of citizens 
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by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason; } to 
strike out all the bill after the enacting clause and 
insert: . TASSE 

That the Alexandria and Washington Railroad Company, 
incorporated by the Legislature of Virginia, on. the 271th 
February, 1854, to construct a raitroad from Alexandria, in 
the State of Virginia, to the city of Washington, in: the 
District of Columbia, be, and are hereby, authorized ‘to 
extend their road from any point on the Virginia :side-of' 
the Potomac river to which said road. may be constructed, 
ator above the aqueduct of the Alexandria canal, into the 
District of Columbia, connecting with the Baltimore and 
Washington railroad depot by the most convenient and 
practicable route or routes, passing through and along such 
streets or avenues of Washington and Georgetown as the 
corporate authorities thereof may respectively approve; 
subject to certain provisions hereinafter expressed. 


in the last proviso in the sixth section after the 
word * telegraph,” the words “ before said patent 
shall issue;” so that it shall read: ; 

Provided, That in the event a railroad to the Pacific 
ocean shall be located on or near said line of telegraph, 
before said patent shall issue, the grant of land, &c. 
“The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. BRIGHT 
in the chair.) The bill has been read a third 
time, and is now on its passage, so that it will 
require the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
make the amendment. If there be no objection, 
it will be made. 

There was no objection. 


Mr. BAYARD. 


of Pope and other counties, in Arkansas, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Norristown 
to Fort Smith, in said State; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. + 

Mr. BELL presented the petition of J. P. 
Chase, asking compensation for clerical services 
performed in the Pension Office; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred a bill from the 
House of Representatives, to create and providea 


pension for David Towle, reported it back with- 
out amendment, 
Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Patents 


and the Patent Office, to whom was referred the | 


I wish to ask one question 
of the honorable Senator from Maine, {Mr. Ham- 
LIN,} who reported some of the amendments to 
this bill, as to the probable effect of one of those 
amendments; I refer to an amendment in the 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Alexandria 
and Washington Railroad Company are hereby authorized 
to construct a bridge over the Potomac river, on, or above, 
or west of the aqueduct of the Alexandria Canal Com- 
pany: Provided, Said bridge shall only be built on or over 


petition of Adolphus Allen, praying an extension 
of his patent for a water-wheel, submitted an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 


the piers of the aqueduct, with the consent of the Alexan- 
dria Canal Company: dud provided further, In construct- 
ij ing said bridge, and crossing the Chesapeake and, Ohio 
Canal, said bridge and railroad shall be so constructed as 
not to injure or obstruct the use or navigation of ibe Ches- 


second section. After providing for the con- 
struction of the line of the telegraph, the section 
goes on to say: 


He also, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of Mary W. Per- 
rine, widow of William E. Perrine, for herself and 


children, praying the payment of whateveramount ! 
shall appear, upon investigation, to be due said | 
Perrine, as one of the contractors on the Louis- ! 


villeand Portland canal, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it bete- 


ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals; i 


which was agreed to. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill to aid 


& And the same shall be completed and put in operation 
within two years from the passage of this bill, and after | 
such State legislation shall have been secured as may be 
necessary to authorize its construction in the States through 
which it may pass.?’ 

IfI read that provision rightly, the effect may |} 
be that the parties may hold off in the obtaining | 
of the necessary State legislation until a railroad 
line is made, and then it will be a very simple 
matter indeed to construct a telegraph line along 
the course of the railroad. There is, therefore, in 
my view literally no limitation, except the dis- 
cretion of the parties as to the time within which 


apeake and Ohio canal: And provided further, That this. 


actshall not prevent Congress from giving like privileges 
10 any other railroad company, orany other person. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Alexandria 
and Washington Railroad Company are hereby authorized 
to establish depots in the cities of Washington and George- 
town, at such points as the corporate authorities thereof 
may respectively approve, and to lay their track or tracks 
to such point or points within said cities, and through and 
along such streets and, avenues of said cities as may be 
respectively approved of by the corporate authorities of 
said cities, and to make all necessary turnouts; the said 
railroad company being subject to such terms, conditions, 


i} restrictions, and taxation, and to such rules and regulations 


relative to the construction, repairs, and working of their 
road, within the cities of Washington and Georgetown, as 
the corporate authorities of said cities may from time to 
time respectfully prescribe, so far as itmay lay within their 
respective limits: Provided, no higher rate of taxation shall 
be imposed upon said railroad company than is prescribed 
by the respective charters of said cities ; and said railroad 
company shall keep an office within the city of Washington 
or Georgetown, and shall have power to sue and be sned, 
to make contracts, and to purchase and hold lands so far as 
may be necessary for carrying on the operations of the 
company, and the service of process on the president or 
any director of said company, or on the chief clerk in at- 
tendance at the office of the company, shall entitle any 
party complaining to proceed against said company as au- 
thorized under the laws of the District of Columbia to pro- 
ceed against chartered companies within its limits. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I shall vote for the amend- 
ment for the reason that it settles the contest which. 
has existed so long between the two cities of 
Georgetown and Washington. I am authorized 
to say that it embraces a provision mutually ac- 
ceptable to both cities. It gives tothe railroad 
company the privilege of building a bridge, at - 
their own expense, at or above the aqueduct, which 
removes the objection which has heretofore existed 
in reference to the Long Bridge, and provides that 
the road shall go through Georgetownand Wash- 
ington at such points and through such streets as 
i may be designated by the authorities of the two 
cities. I conceive there can be no objection to the » 
bill if amended as proposed, and I therefore with- 
draw all that I have hitherto made to it, and am 
willing to accept the amendment of the Senator 
from Virginia. . ; : 

Mr. MASON. I wish to state, that the amend- 
ment now before the Senate is one merely intended 
to meet the views of the honorable Senator from 
|| Indiana, who has just spoken; and although Tam 

to be made responsible for it on the Journal, Tam 
not responsible for it in fact, as the Senator is 
aware. I want to clear my skirts of it, because I 
have never read or examined it. What its effect 


in the construction of certain railroads in the State 
of Missouri, by a grant of a portion of the public 
lands, reported it back with an amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it pass. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SLIDELL asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
the relief of A. G. Penn; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 


POST OFFICE IN PHILADELPHIA, 


Mr. BRODIEAD submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General inform the Sen- 
ate whether a suitable site can be obtained for a post office 
in the city of Philadelphia, and if so, at what price; and 
also to communicate to the Senate any proposals which he 
may have received for the sale of lot or lots, and the erec 
tion of suitable buildings thereon for a post office in said 
city; together with any suggestions or recommendations 
he may think proper to make in relation thereto. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the Speaker had signed the follow- 
ing enrolled bills: 

An act for the relief of the Utica Steam Woolen 
Company; and | 

An act to establish the offices of surveyor gen- 
eral of New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska, to 
grant donations to actual settlers therein, and for 
other purposes. 

Which were thereupon signed by the President 
pro tempore. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill from the House of Representatives to 
change the name of the American-built brig Hal- 
lowell to that of James Rose, and to grant her a 


they are to complete this line. That is my con- 

struction of this language, because the line is to 

be completed in two years from the passage of the 

bill, and also after such State legislation has been 

secured as may be necessary to authorize its con- 

struction in the States through which it may 
ass. 

It will necessarily follow that legislation will 
not be procured in the States without the applica- 
tion and exertion of the parties; and, if they find 
it to their interest to make no exertion for that 
purpose, or to delay, they may put off the com- 
pletion of this line as long as it suits their purpose 
to do so. Itis, therefore, L say, without limita- 
tion. IfI had been favorable to the bill otherwise, 
I should have preferred, in this respect, that the 
period of three years should be given absolutely, 
so that we might know the time. That would 
have given requisite time for applying to the State 
Legislatures. I mention this as an objection, in 
my judgment, to the bill as it now stands. 

The question being taken, resulted—yeas 20, 
nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Benjamin, Chase, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, Gwin, Hamlin, 
Houston, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Rockwell, | 
Rusk, Shields, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, and Weller—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bright, 
Brown, Butler, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Evans, Fitzpatrick, 
Hunter, Johnson, Mason, Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomp- 
son of Kentucky, and Williams—1l9. 


So the bill was passed. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the title was 
amended so as to read ‘a bill authorizing the con- 
struction of a subterranean line of telegraph from 
the Mississippi or Missouri rivers, to the Paci 
ocean. 
WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the Senate pro- i 
ceed to the consideration of the homestead bill. 


new register, was read a first and second time by Mr. CLAY. I suggest that the hour of one || will be, Iam not prepared to say. As far as I 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- || o'clock has not yet arrived. || have examined it, think it will do no harm; 
merce. Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senator will withdraw || certainly it can do no good, because, without fur- 


ther legislation on the part of the State of Vir- 

inia, the Washington and Alexandria railroad 
will not be benefited by it. 1 shall not object to 
the amendment 

Mr. BROWN. There is one point in the 
amendment to which | wish to call the attention 
of the Senator who has charge of it. I observe it 
gives the corporate authorities of Washington 
power to allow the railroad to run through the 
avenues of the city. The avenues, I believe, and 
especially Pennsylvania avenue, are under the 


the motion, to allow me to call up-a bil which will 
not take ten minutes. 

Mr. STUART. [certainly will withdraw the 
motion for the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. RUSK. Then I move that the Senate take 
up for consideration the bill authorizing the ex- 
tension of the Alexandria and Washington rail- 
road into the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
pending is on an amendment submitted yesterday 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 

The bill authorizing the construction of a line 
of telegraph from the Mississippi river to the 
Pacific ocean, was read a third time, and the ques- į 
tion was, “ Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. WELLER. The Senate was about to 
proceed yesterday to vote, by yeas and nays, on 
the passage of the bill. Before the vote is taken, 
however, { wish to have an amendment made 
which [ think is necessery in order to make the 
meaning of the bill more explicit. It is to insert 
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eer 
control of Congress; and..for ones do not think || 


that. the city of Washington ought to have. au- 
thority to permit this railroad to run over them. 
i know there has been a scheme on foot all the 
winter to run some railroad up Pennsylvania av- 
enue; but Í have been opposed to it from the first. 

Mr. RUSK. An application of that sort has 
been made to the authorities.of Washington, and 
they. have refused to grant the permission. I have 
no idea that they would do it; but if the Senator 
desires an amendment to that effect, it might easily 
be made. z 

Mr. BROWN. TI should rather have the word 
is avenues’? struck out of the bill. Pennsylvania 
- ‘avenue is. the only one, I suppose, through which 
it would.run, and:I should be very much opposed 
to that. The present city authorities might not 
grant the permission; but we do not know who 
may be in authority twelve months hence. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Iam sorry that the Senator 
makes that objection; but if he insista upon it, I 
am willing to except Pennsylvania avenue from 
the provision. I do not believe that the authori- 
ties of Georgetown or of Washington would make 
a grant to prejudice their city in any respect. I 
think the trust is entirely safe in their hands; and, 
therefore, I should prefer that the honorable Sen- 
ator would not press his amendment, 

Mr. BROWN. I have no idea that the city 
authoritigs of Washington would do anything 
which, in their judgment, would prejudice the in- 
terests of the city; but L know that some very 
high in authority have been in favor of running a 
railroad through Pennsylvania avenue. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then put in an amendment 
excepting Pennsylvania avenue. 

Mr. BROWN. With that amendment I have 
no objection to the proposition. 

Mr. BADGER. The corporate authorities 
ought not to be allowed this power. Although it 
may be perfectly safe now, there may be danger 
in the future. 

Theamendmentto theamendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Mason’s amendment, as amended, was 
agreed to; and the bill was reported to the Senate 
as amended. 

Mr. BADGER. Idesire to ask, for I was not 
listening to the reading of the amendment, and I 
wish to ascertain exactly how it is, whether it con- 
fines the passage of the cars through the streets of 
the city to horse power, or whether it is to be by 
steam? 

Mr. PRATT. 
bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. That depends upon the city 
authorities. It vests in the city authorities dis- 
cretion to control that matter. 

The amendment was concurred in, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
a third time, and passed. 


That is not decided by the 


RAILROAD AT PENSACOLA. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill granting to Jasper Strong, George Terrill, 
and their associates, the right of way for a rail- 
road through the reserved lands near the navy- 
yard, Pensacola, in the State of Florida. 

It proposes to grant the right of way one hun- 
dred feet in width, through the lands, reserved 
west of the navy-yard, Pensacola, to the parties 
mentioned, for the construction of a railroad from 
the Perdido river, on the most direct and practica- 
ble route, to the waters of Pensacola bay, and the 
use of any timber or other materials along the 
route of the road and within half a mile on each 
side, which may be necessary in its construction; 
and at its terminus on Pensacola bay, they are 
to have the privilege of erecting a wharf and of 
establishing a depot for lumber and other articles, 
not more than one acre in extent; but the line 
and the terminus are to be approved by the Navy 
Department; and the bill is not to be so construed 
as to authorize the parties to use or destroy any 
timber which the Navy Department may direct to 
be preserved for Navy purposes. 

Mr. STUART. I only desire to inquire of 
the Senator from Florida, if this question has been 
submitted to any Department, and if there is any 
statement from the Department on the subject? 
That has been usual in all these cases. 

Mr. MALLORY. This bili was prepared 
under the eye of the Department, and was then 


gent to the commodore commanding the station. 


The. bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third | 
| reading, read a thitd time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk,-an- 
nouncing that they had passed the bill from the 
Senate making farther appropriation for the im- 


| provement of the Cape Fear river, North Caro- 


lina, with an amendment. 

Also, a joint resolution to fix the compensation 
of the employees of the legislative department 
of the Government, and to prohibit the allowance 
of the usual extra compensation to such as receive 
the benefits hereof. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. It is absolutely necessary 
for the public service that the Senate should pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business 
this morning. I hope, therefore, that the Senate 
will agree to the motion to do so. I make this 
statement to the Senate, and 1 hope that my 
request will be granted. I therefore move to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 believe there is a necessity 
for an Executive session; and | hope the motion 
of the chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs will be agreed to. 

Mr. BADGER. I asktheSenator to withdraw 
the motion in order that we may dispose of the 
amendment, just received from the House, to the 
bill in relation to the improvement of Cape Fear 
river, North Carolina. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator withdraw the motion? 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. 1 prefer to have an Ex- 
ecutive session now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Arkansas insists on his motion, 


Mr. BADGER. I hope it will be voted down. 
The motion of Mr. Sezastian was agreed to; : 


and the Senate accordingly proceeded to the con- 
sideration of Executive business. After some 
time spent therein the doors were reopened. 


REVENUE LAWS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary. of 
the Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 19th of January, 
1853, a copy of the revision of the revenue laws. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the communi- 
‘cation, and bill, and papers, and maps accompa- 
nying it, were referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that one hundred 
additional copies of the bill be printed for the use 
of the Treasury Department. 

The motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. BROWN. Some time ago I gave notice 
that I should move a substitute for the home- 
stead bill. í now ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to present the amendment, informally, 
and have it printed. 

There being no objection, it was received in- 
formally, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, July 12, 1854. 
he House metat eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 


INCREASED COMPENSATION TO EXECUTIVE 
OFFICERS. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire the House to give 
me permission to have an order made for the 
printing, for the use of the House, of a commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department. Itisa 
recommendation in relation to the increase of com- 
pensation of heads of bureaus. It has been sent 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and all I 
ask now, is, that it may be printed. 

it was so ordered. ` 


CLERK TO SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 
Mr. LETCHER. I have been instructed by 


He. recommends its: passage,'as algo does the Sec- || 
retary. of the Navy. 


{in his objection. 


pensation. 

Tt was so ordered, 

Mr. ROWE. | object. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks that the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Rows} is latein 
his objection. 

Mr. ROWE. I was on the floor for the pur- 
pose of objecting when the mojon was made. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York insists that he was upon the floor, and ad- 
| dressed the Speaker before the question was taken, 
and objected to the appointment of a clerk. The 
Chair did not hear the gentleman at all, certainly 


vote. The Chair thinks the gentleman is too late 
He can attain his object, how- 


ever, by a motion to reconsider. 


CHARLES CHRISTIG. 

Mr. GREEN WOOD, by. unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs, made an 
| adverse report upon the petition of Charles Chris- 
tig, praying indemnity for loss of property sus- 
tained by him in California, destroyed by the 
Indians; which was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 


COMMITTEE ON COLT’S PISTOLS. 


Mr. CUTTING. [ rise for the purpose of 
asking the indulgence of the House, by excusing 
me from serving upon the select committee of in- 
vestigation of matters connected with the Colt’s 

istol, which was appointed a few days since. 

y reason is this: | am already on the select 
committee which has under investigation charges 
| arising out of the Gardiner matter. The duties 
of that committee exact a great deal of time from 
me, and will require nek attention on the part 
of the members of the committee in order to enable 
them to report during this session. I presume 
that when the Speaker placed me upon that com- 
mittee, it was done without recollecting the fact 
that I was already charged, as one member of a 
committee, with this other investigation. Ft ap- 
| pears to me that the labors of investigating one 
matter of this description is sufficient to impose 
upon one member of the House, and I think i 
ought not to be put upon another committee, I 
ask, therefore, that some one may be put upon 
that committee who can devote more time to it 
than it is possible for me to do. 

The question upon excusing Mr. Currine was 
then put, and he was excused. 


ROBERT C. THOMPSON, 

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House, that a bill from 
the Senate, which is upon the Speaker’s table, 
may be taken up and referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. It is a private bill, 
and the individual to whom it relates is now in 
the city upon expenses, and he wishes to have am 
opportunity to appear before that committee on 
Friday next. 

No objection being made, the following bill was 
taken up and read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims: 

An act for the relief of Robert C. Thompson, 
legal representative of William Thompson, de- 
ceased, formerly a brigadier general in the army 
during the revolutionary war. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi. I ask the con- 
sent of the House to make a personal explana- 
tion. 

There was no objection, 

Mr. H. proceeded: Mr. Speaker, when the bill 
making an appropriation for carrying into effect 
the recent treaty with Mexico was under consid- 
eration some days ago, I indulged in language 
unnecessarily severe, and, I am free to say, not 
merited by the parties against whom it was di- 
rected. I desire, sir, to recall that language, Ors 
at least, modify it. 

The acquisition of territory from Mexico, and 
especially such territory, was not, in my judgment, 
demanded by the interests of the nation. But the 
abrogation of so much of the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo as made this Government responsible for 


the Indian. depredations was an object of very 


not until he was in the act of putting the negative ; 


| 
{ 
t 
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great importance, To this extent, then, the treaty 
had something of a substantial basis to rest upon; 
and although the acquisition of such territory may 
be no recommendation, yetit certainly constitutes 
no valid objection to the treaty. 

1 desire to say, therefore, that I regret that I 
should have employed Idmguage upon that occa- 
sion which, whatever I may think of the recent 
negotiations with Mexico, was too sweeping in its 
character, and not altogether fit to be used. What 
I said in regard to the discussion which was elicited 
upon the subject+of the treaty was provoked by 
a streng impression on my mind that there was 
really nothing in the question of privilege, as con- 
nected with the proposition before the committee, 
made upon any gentleman participating in it. 
The speeches of those who participated in the 
discussion are now in print, and will, I have no 
doubt, amply vindicate themselves from any in- 
sinuation contained in my remarks. : g 

T 
RATES OF POSTAGE. 3 

The House then proceeded to consider, as the 
first business in order, the bill reported yesterday 
by Mr. Oxps, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, ‘to amend an act entitled 
an act to amend an act entitled an act to reduce 
and modify the rates of postage in the United 
States,’’ approved August 30, 1852. 

Mr. OLDS. In the remarks made yesterday 


by me, I endeavored to illustrate the effect of the | 


present rates of newspaper postage upon the coun- 
try and city press. I may, perhaps; from those 
remarks, have left the impression resting upon 
the minds of members of the Housé that I enter- 
tained a hostile feeling towards the city press. 
Such, sir, is not the fact. I have nothing to say 
against the city presses. Tam willingthey should 
have all the benefit of all the circulation they can 
obtain, which is not incompatible with the public 
good. WhatI desire to accomplish is, that the 
newspapers of the country shall pay to the reve- 
nues of the Post Office Department what it actually 
costs the Government to transport those papers 
through the mails of the United States. I desire, 
then, that the city press may have every advant- 
age of their local position, and of their command- 
ing influence, but that they shall not have it at the 
expense of the National Treasury. 

In order to illustrate the bonus which the Gov- 
ernment is now actually paying to increase the 
circulation of the city press, let me merely insti- 
tute a comparison between the postage upon news- 
papers and that upon letters; and let me institute, 
also, a comparison between what the postage now 
is and what it will be under the bill before the 
House, if the bill shall pass. The charge now 
upon any newspaper not weighing more than 


three ounces, carried to any extreme point in the | 


United States, is one cent postage; but if prepay- 
ment is made at the office where mailed, or deliv- 


ered quarterly, or yearly in advance, there is a ; 
reduction of fifty per cent., which, in tact, makes | 
the postage on any newspaper not weighing more | 


than three ounces, to any point of the United 
States, one half cent. 

Take, for illustration, a New York city paper, 
not weighing more than three ounces——say the 
New York Courier and Enquirer. Perhaps by 
taking that paper f will prevent treading on the 
toes of those gentlemen which I would do were F 
to take the Tribune or Herald. The Courier and 
Enquirer weighs three ounces, on which the post- 
age for the daily paper the quarter to any point 
of the United States is forty-five and a half cents. 


Then there is carried through the mail the quarter | 


to any point of the United States, ninety-one pa- 
pers, each weighing three ounces, at forty-five and 
a half cents postage. One half that goes to the 
postmaster, and the other half to the Government. 
‘Twenty-two and three quarter cents the Govern- 
ment gets for the transportation of ninety-one 
papers, each weighing three ounces, to any part of 
the United States. Multiply ninety-one by three, 
and the weight of newspapers carried for that 
amount the quarter is a little over fifteen pounds. 


We transport then through the mail of the United ; 
States more than fifteen pounds weight from New | 


York to San Francisco, at a revenue, after paying 
the commission of the postmaster, of twenty-two 
and three fourth cents. You cannot send a pack- 
age by Adams & Co.’s express, from Baltimore to 
Washington, for the same sum that you receive 
for carrying ninety-one papers, weighing fifteen 


pounds, from New York to New Orleans, or New 
York to San Francisco. To senda package by 
express from New York to New Orleans, you į 
would have to pay the company three, perhaps 
four times as much as is received by the mail of | 
the United States for transporting the same weight, | 
in newspapers, an equal distance. Now, I ask is 
this just, is it right? : 

Well, sir, we are told, and Mr. Greeley refers 
to it in his paper, that if we were to make every- 
thing passing through the mail pay its tribute 
according to the cost for transportation, we would 
derive sufficient revenue to sustain the Post Office 
Department, without necessity for further increase 
of postage. Tadmitthe fact. I admit thatif we 
make everything passing through the mail pay the 
actual vost for transportation to the Department, 
we shall need no increase of postage. 

But I have been charged by the city press, in 
my attempt to raise letter postage from three to 
five cents, with an effort to impose a tax on the 
correspondence of the country. Let me make a 
comparison between postage on letters and that on 
newspapers. A letter from New York for New 
Orleans, weighing one half ounce, pays three cents 
postage. It pays six cents the ounce, ninety-six 
cents the pound, and $14 40 the fifteen pounds. 
‘The New York Daily Courier and Enquirer weighs 
fifteen pounds the quarter, and pays forty-five and 
a half cents postage. The same rate of postage 
on newspapers as now exists with reference to 
letters would require the payment on that weight 
of $14 40 postage. 

Now, E would ask, what reason is there to 
charge $14 40 postage on fifteen pounds of letter | 
from New York to New Orleans, and only forty- | 
five and one half cents for the same weight of news- | 
paper? Is it just? Isit right? Is itjustice to the | 
Treasury and Governmentof the United States? Is | 
it justice to the Post Office Department, when you 
desire to extend and grant mail facilities to every 
section of the country, to compel them to trans- |) 
port these newspapers at one fourth less than what | 
it would cost to send them as freight by any of 
the express companies of the United States ? 

[In the effort which I am making to do dway 
with the provision of the law of 1852 which makes | 
a reduction in postage of fifty per cent: upon the 
prepayment of newspapers, I feel that I have no 
private interests to subserve. [am not connected ij 
In any way with the newspaper press of the coun- 
try; and my only desire is, that you should do'l 
justice to the revenues of the Post Office Depart- |! 
ment, and that you shall make this paper circula- || 
tion pay something like its cost of transportation |; 
in the mails of the United States. I call upon gen- 
tlemen in this House—the guardians of the public 
Treasury—who are willing to do and to exact 
justice in all things, to exact justice from the city 
press which is benefited by this reduction of fifty | 
percent. to the tune of a great many thousands of | 
dollars annually. If your Government must pay | 
a bonus out of the Treasury of the United States |; 
indirectly in the way of postage to sustain the j 


| bill. will not be to 


city press, why, do the thing openly and fairly, | 
and make these papers pay their cost of transpor- į 
tation in the mails of the United States, and then : 
say, if you choose, that every newspaper published f 
in a city shall receive in money from the Treasury || 
of the United States what you now give it in the |} 
form of reduced postage. ` A proposition of that |, 
kind before the Congress of the United States i 
would not obtain a single vote, not even from gen- | 
tlemen representing the city of New York or Phil- j 
adelphia; and you could not get them to pay to the | 
newspapers out of the Treasury of the | 

| 

j 


States what you are now giving them by way of 
a reduction of postage. i 

Taking in connection the fact that you have! 
always required prepayment of postage on news- | 
papers, and the fact that this little proviso crept in | 
unawares into the law of 1852, which only carried | 
out what was a regulation of the Department be- į 
fore, and I ask what reason is there, in justice į 
and in truth, that we should retain this provision | 
of the law of 1852 making this reduction of fifty | 
per cent. for prepayment? There might be some | 
kind of justice in making a distinction between | 
prepaid and unpaid letters, from the fact that if | 
you require prepayment, you do not lose any- ! 
thing on account of dead letters. But I ask, what || 
substantial reason is there, more than a bonus to |! 
the city press, why you should make this reduc- 
tion of fifty per cent. ? 


Relieving that] have explained ‘this matter at 
sufficient length, and that [have made myself 
clearly understood by: members of the House, 
I shall yield the floor to any gentleman who 
wishes to oppose this bill: 1 hope, however, that 
the bill may receive the favorable: consideration 
of the House. aus JOE TE EAE POST oe 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hingis. T-wotlld 
ask the gentleman from Ohio if the: effect of the: 
increase the rates of newspaper: 


postage? par 
Mr. OLDS. I will answer ‘the: gentleman: 

ue rates will remain just as: they are now by 

aw. ; : 


Mr. WASHBURNE. © Does it not: take from 
the subscriber the privilege of paying his postage 
in advance, and getting a discount of fifty per cent? 

Mr. OLDS. Yes, sit; I wili inform the gentle- 
man and the House of the rates of newspapers, 
as they will be if this bill should become a law. 
The schedule has been made out by thé Depart- 
ment. 2 < 

On daily newspapers weighing not exceeding 
three ounces, circulating in the State where ‘pub- 
lished, the postage per quarter will be forty-five 
and a half cents; for papers published six days it 
the week, thirty-nine cents; for tri- weekly papers, 
nineteen and a half cents; for semi-weekly, thir- 
teen cents; for weekly papers, six anda half cents; 
for semi-monthly, three cents; and for monthly: 
papers, one and a half cents. For a daily paper 
weighing not exceeding three ounces, and circulat- 
ing out of the State where published, the postage 
per quarter will be, should this bill become a law, 
ninety-one cents; for six-day papers, seventy-eight 
cents; for tri-weekly, thirty-nine cents; for semi- 
weekly, twenty-six cents; for weekly, thirteen 
cents; for semi-monthly, six cents; and for months 
ly, three cents. ee > 

These will be the rates of newspaper postage, 
should this bill become a law. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I think I understand 
the gentleman. This bill proposes to take away’ 
from the subscribers the right of making this dis- 
count; and it is to that extent a tax on the intel- 
ligence of thé community; and, consequently, lam 
opposed to the gentleman’s bill. ; 

Mr. CHANDLER took the floor. ee 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I wish:to ask the’ 
gentleman from illinois (Mr. Wasuaurne]a ques- 
tion, : 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
rita ea yield the floor to the gentleman 
from Virginia? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Yes. 

Mr. SMITH. I will put the question to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. I desire to hear 


| some reason assigned why the Post Office Depart- 


ment should not support itself? I have not heard 
any reason for it yet. f ; 

Mr. CHANDLER. It would require me to go 
into an argument to answer the gentleman’s ques- 
tion. And I propose, in the few remarks F have 
to make, not to occupy more than three or four 
minutes in replying to the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Orps.] But, I will, in one word, reply to 
the question of the gentleman from Virginia, as'l 
know he never puts a question unless in good - 
faith. f 

Whenever the Government of any country as- 
sumes to exercise its sovereignty and interfere 
with private enterprise, that Government has’ no 
right to assert its power to enrich itself by such 
interference with private enterprise. : 

Mr. SMITH. How does the Government in- 
terfere with private interests, when it charges no’ 
more than is necessary to defray the cost of trans- 
portation, &e. ? p 

Mr. CHANDLER. I answer, that the Gov- 
ernment does charge more—two or three times 
more—for carrying one half of the letters than in- 
dividuals would carry them for. And this itdoes 
with the view of spreading the benefits’ of its 
interference over every portion of the country. 
The theory is, that those who pay the most post~ 
age by sending most letters pay the higher postage 
in order that thé benefits of the system may be 
general. : 

But, sir, I did not rise to enter upon any defense 
of the city press, which has been assailed by my 
friend from Ohio, [Mr. Oxps,] nor to enter upon 
any invidious comparison between. the press of 


i the city and of the country. We-all know that 


the press is regarded as. the palladium of our lib- 
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erties. We all know that the information neces- 
sary to initiate men into statesmanship is that 
which they acquire day by day as the daily pabu- 
lum of their political life. And we all know that 
connected with that, there goes forth with political 
sentiments the moral sentiment, which, while it 
sanctifies, pervades the whole. If all the press has 
not come up to that standard of excellence, it is not 
the fault of the press generally, but it is an error 
which has crept into it. And when any portion 
of it may have deserved the censure of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Ohio, it is a happy circum- 
stance that this portion is the exception and not 
the rule. 

If we are occasionally called upon to blush for 
the use of language, and for the utterance of sen- 
timents inconsistent with our views as republi- 
cans and moralists, we are more frequently called 
upon—if we would praise as willingly as we would 
blame—to laud the lofty sentiments and the pure 
principles which pervade almost all our news- 
papers. Bat the question before us is, whether 
the price for conveying newspapers shall be re- 
duced in case of prepayment. 

Were it not for that, I should be able to go on, 
and run a parallel between the two newspapers. 
I should consider the sentiment once uttered upon 
this floor by a member of this House, as felici- 
tating himself upon the fact that there was not a 
single newspaper published in his district. I 
wondered at the remark, because that man was 
a politician. But my friend from Accomac [Mr. 
Henry A Wise] told us that it was not because 
there was not a newspaper there, but because there 
was none printed there, He glorified fumes ope 
the sound and pure principles which prevailed in 
his district, because they lived upon the news- 

apers of Baltimore, Richmond, and Philadelphia. 
froughtae] 

Another thing: The gentleman makes an argu- 


ment upon the amount of redaction. He declares | 


that so much is paid for that large blanket sheet, 
the New York Courier and Inquirer, and that one 
half of that, if prepaid, is to be deducted; and he 


argues that the conveyance of that sheet is oner- | 


ous, burdensome, and costly to the Government. 
Thatis notso. No man undertakes to convey 
freight generally upon which he could not say 
that he would lose by the conveyance of any 
single article. Efe would lose by the conveyance, 
if only the single article were to be paid for. But 
the income of the Post Office Department is not 
derived from the conveyance of one newspaper, 
but it derives it from what it carries generally. 
But the honorable gentleman says there should 
not be a deduction for prepayment. Now, Jet 
me say to him, that the moment you change the 
policy, the receipt from those papers will cease, 
and they will no longer occupy the mails. Now, 
he says that if they do not pay, the sooner they 
leave the mail the better. {say they do pay; for 
you will never pay a cent less for the transporta- 
tion of the mails between New York and Wash- 
ington, merely because one newspaper or publi- 
cation is omitted fromthe mail. You pay for 
conveying the whole mail; you pay for a whole 
mail car, and for a mail agent and deputy post- 
master in that car, and you will pay the same 


whether there is one ora thousand newspapers in | 


the mail. 

Now, there arrived in this city last night, from 
New York, copies of the Times, and of the un- 
fortunate Tribune—unfortunate in incurring the 
displeasure of my friend on the other side of the 
House—upon which postage was paid. But an- 
other publisher, keener in his catculations, took 
care to send his publication by the express, and 
hundreds of them were distributed throughout the 
city last night, and paid for; but they paid no tax 
to support our Post Office Department; no tax 
by which to assist in redeeming the credit of that 
Department. This will always be the case so 
long as you tax them beyond what it would cost 
to carry them in the private expresses from one 
large city to another. These newspaper publish- 
ers are shrewd in their calculation of cost of pub- 


lishing and transportation—gifted to make money, || 


and a little more given to spend it. And so true 


as they find thatthey can send their papers through | 


the express for a quarter of a cent a-piece, so true 
as they find that they can supply their customers 


by express at a cheaper rate than through the i 


mails, so true will they make use of the expresses, 
and laugh at the appliances of the Post Office De- 


| free through the mails in England. 


paitment; and that is the reason why I say the 
rates of postage should not be increased. 

« But,” saysthe honorable gentleman from Ohio, 
‘swhy should they pay only half a cent postage 
upon a newspaper, when a letter would cost six 
or seven times as much? Why should we make 
this discrimination??? Mr. Speaker, my answer 
to the honorable gentleman is, that this question 
involves the whole question of the liberty and 
protection of the press—that in all countries where 
it is deemed desirable that the people generally 
should be informed upon public measures—in all 
countries where the respect of popular opinion has 
prevalence—there is, and always has been, legis- 
lation in favor of the circulation of the public 


ress. 

p Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Do I understand 
the gentleman to say that the expresses will carry 
Jetters and papers cheaper than they are carried 
through the mails? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SMITH. Will the gentleman then be 
good enough to inform me why it is that the ex- 
presses do now charge so much more? 

Mr. CHANDLER. They charge more per- 
haps upon a single paper, but not when they are 
sent in packages. 

Mr. SMITH. 
upon letters? 

Mr. CHANDLER. They do not. 

Mr. SMITH. The gentleman is mistaken 
in that statement. When I was in California, I 
paid as much as fifty cents for a single letter sent 
by express, when, if it had been sent thfough 
the mail, it would have been forty cents under the 
then high rates of postage; and afterwards, when 
the postage was reduced to ten cents a letter, the 
express still charged fifty cents. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Isay that the expresses 


But why do they charge more 


would carry letters and papers between any points | 


upon the Atlantic coast for less than it costs to 
send them through the mails. 

Mr. SMITH. But it is a great mistake to say 
that the expresses do now carry letters for less 
than the cost of sending them through the mails. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The expresses would 
carry them cheaper between points upon the At- 
lantic coast. 

Mr. SMITH. The gentleman says the ex- 
presses will carry the newspaper mail cheaper than 
the Government now carry it. How does he recon- 
cile this statement with the argument he is now 
making against this bill, upon the ground that it 
will increase the burdens upon newspapers? Why 
does not the statement that private expresses will 
now carry them cheaper than the mails, supersede 
the other argument against this bill? 

Mr. CHANDLER. For the reason that the 
other argument, that the Post Office Department 
should sustain itself, supersedes the argument in 
favor of carrying papers by private expresses at 
all. My argument is, that the cheapness of the 
article will increase the supply, and thereby in- 
crease the receipts. 
fares upon railroads have been reduced, the 
amount of travel has been increased. Wherever 
the prices of newspapers have been diminished, 


the number of subscribers has been increased. į 


That has been the effect of the reduction of postage 
upon newspapers. 


The honorable gentleman from Ohio undertook | 
to remove the force of that argument, so far as i 


England is concerned, by saying that newspapers 
there pay a tax to the Government. Weil, sir, 
itis now well understood that newspapers pass 


are also aware that the tax upon newspapers has 
of late been very greatly reduced, and that every | 
act of legislation in England has been to reduce 
the burdens upon newspapers, and for the en- 
couragement of an increased circulation. 

_ Mr. SMITH. But the Post Office Department į 
in England pays a revenue into the general Treas- 


ury. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir; £200,000 per 
annum. 

Mr. SMITH. That makes a very great dif- | 
ference. Thefact that the Post Office Department | 
in Great Britain pays a revenue into the Treasury, | 
and that in this country itis a tax upon the general | 


Treasury, furnishes a very good reason why we | 


should not adopt the same policy in reference to 
our postage laws. 


For instance, wherever the | 


Gentlemen | 


Mr. CHANDLER. It furnishes a very good 


reason, it seems to me, why we should acopta 
like policy. 

Mr. OLDS. I will state to the gentleman that 
the revenue arising from the Post Office Depart- 
ment in England is $6,000,000 more than the 
expenses of that Department. 

Mr. CHANDLER. ‘I àm- under very great 
obligations to the gentleman for a statement which 
adds strength to my argument. “I confess that I 
was slow to admitit at first; but, sir, itadds much 
strength tomy argument The British Govern- 
ment now . receive $2,000,060 revenue from their 
Post Office Department, as the effect of adopting 
their penny postage system, and of keeping down 
the rates of postage. Itis the effect of sending 
their newspapers free through the mails. So 
much, then, for cheap postage. 

Mr. SMITH. Six millions of dollars. 

Mr. CHANDLER, So much the stronger. 

Mr. SMITH. [Ifthe gentleman wants to make 
a reguiar argument, I should dislike to interrupt 
him. But E would ask whether the gentleman 
does not recognize a wide difference between a 
small, densely settled country, and one like ours? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ido, sir; and a very great 
difference. Therefore it is that I submit'to a 
postage on newspapers, and an augmented post- 
age on letters. That makes the difference. 

I did not rise to make an argument, but ashort 
explanation in favor of the public press; and to 
say that this attempt to augment the postage by 
repealing that part which enables the postmaster 
to receive one half, if paid in advance, has a tend- 
ency to injure the very ‘object we ought to have 
1n view. 

And there is another thing. Year after year 
we are beset here with changes; year after year 
we are asked to conform to some new regulations; 
year after year the friends of public information 
are called on to defend their position; and year 
after year the Government appeals here for some 
alteration. All I ask is, that we may be allowed 
to try what we have got. Do not alter it. Itis 
doing pretty well. But we are like the boy who 
planted the bean, and, morning after morning, 
pulled it up to see whether it had taken root, and 
was likely to produce anything. Let us wait a 
litle. Let us plant in some faith, Let us look 
for the wholesome dews of public patronage, and 
increased information among our people, and then 
we shall have what we want. Then the Post Office 
Department may get back to a paying one, and, 
more than that, a contributing Department to the 
Treasury when we need it. 

Gentlemen always seem to talk of the Post Of- 
fice Department. Well, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads is right 
then. He has a right to look after the mail, 
because it is his business to doso. ButI wish to 
say that there are other persons who have rights, 
and that the reduction of the postage is in behalf 
of the mass of readers, all of whom are the readers 
of newspapers, all of whom ought to be enabled to 
take and pay for some newspaper in thecountry. 
All, I believe, do. Reduce the postage, then, en- 
courage prepayment, and consider that, if there is 
no prepayment, the loss of each quarter and year 
is to be deducted, and that inconvenience will 
result. If there is prepayment, there ought to be 
an advantage resulting to the prepayers. 

I do not wish to press this matter further. I 
merely wish to say, not as the advocate ofa public 
press, though F ought to be, not as the defender 
of any rights of publishers, though I have been 
of the number, not out of any desire to laud the 
character or condition of editors, though I have 
needed that laudation, and tried to give it; not at 
all, sir; but I simply ask that we may have one 
stable law among us; that we may run on one 
year longer with this experiment, and see whether 
we cannot, as they have done in England, raise 
the revenue from a deficiency to a surplus. 
There, sir, they have, in a few years, increased 
it from millions of deficiency to six millions of 
profi. Itisalllask. No country paper can or 
will find fault. No country paper in which my 
friend feels an interest will mourn over it. There 
is not a country paper in the world that does not 
know that its circulation is increased, vastly in- 
creased, by the effect on the public mind of the 
better informed city press. Who does not know 


i that every paper which comes into his county cre- 


ates an appetite for further reading? Increase of 
appetite for newspaper reading is like that which: 
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the poet inspires. It certainly grows by what it 
feeds on. And let us have an opportunity of cir- 
culating, at as low rate as possible, that species 
of pabulum which, instead of palling on the public 
appetite, vitiating public morals, goes to strengthen 
and establish true principles among us. 

Give us intercourse between the North and 
South, the East and the West, and then every press 
becomes a means of public good, and every news- 
paper becomes a pointof union between differént 
sections of the country. A common sentiment 
and sympathy of feeling between all parts of the 
country are of infinite consequence in political 
ethics. I will not trouble the House any farther, 
as Ihave already gone beyond the time to which I 
had designed limiting myself. 

Mr.BARRY. Oneof the propositions to which 
T object, connected with this subject of postages, 
is, that the Government is bound to carry any 
man’s letters for less than the actual cost of trans- 
portation. The idea seems to be prevalent that it 
is the duty of the Government to transport the 
mails for nothing; but you might as well say, in 
my opinion, that it was the duty of the Govern- 
ment to deliver the merchandise of the country for 
nothing. The system of postages originated at 
a time when the Government desired to make 
money out of it, and it wasa means of levying 
taxation upon the people. This is one extreme of 
the system. The other extreme is, that the Gov- 
ernment shall carry letters,and that the tax payers 
shall supply the Treasury with the money to pay 
the cost of transportation. One extreme is as 
equally wide of the truth as the other, ‘The true 
medium is, that the individuals who enjoy the 
benefits of the postal system shall pay its expenses. 
if I receive a letter which costs me three cents, 
but which it costs the Government five cents to 
deliver, there is no obligation resting upon any 
other man, or set of men, to pay the additional 
two cents. There is no obligation upon others to 
pay for that which I receive as private property. 

f a letter comes to me it is for my benefit, and it 
comes at my desire. Is it fair or just that any 
other man who does not receive the benefit shall 
be called upon to pay a share of the expense? 
Extend this principle, and after a time you will 
require letters and newspapers to be carried for 
nothing; and then, in one form or another, the 
post office system will become a mere ‘t Adams’s 
express,” running into every town and village of 
the country, for the delivery of private property 
free of expense. 

There is a common sense limit in this thing, 
and that is, that the Post Office Department should 
pay its expenses. If you send a letter from one 
end of the Union to the other, and it costs the 
Government five cents, you ought to pay five cents, 
and not call upon your neighbors to share the 
burden. If you take either extreme you depart 
from what I conceive to be sound principle. 
Another position assumed here is, because indi- 
viduals may carry mail matter between the great 
cities cheaper than the Government does, that, 
therefore, mail matter all over the country should 
be carried at the same rate. You can carry let- 
ters and papers between large cities at a cheaper 
rate, for the simple reason that there is a large 
amount carried there. If you should leave the 
carrying of mail matter to private enterprise, as 
has been advised, nine tenths of the post offices 
of the country would be unsupplied, because’ 
those who monopolize the lines between thegreat 
cities that pay, would not take the lines going to 
the small towns and villages through thecountry, 
which would nol pay. If you continue the present 
number of mail routes and the present number of | 
trips, and individuals bind themselves to deliver 
the mails just as they are delivered now, then they 
can make no more profit than the Government, | 
because they will have to save the profits of the | 
main lines between the larger cities to make up į 
the losses in carrying on the lines between the | 
small towns and villages. This proposition of 
reducing the postages between the large cities is | 
throwing the whole burden of the Post Offige 
Department upon the shoulders of the peopl) 
The long and short of this whole matter is, that | 
the tax upon letters and papers should be paid by 
those who receive them. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will my honorable friend | 
from Mississippi allow me to make a remark? i 
Mr. BARRY. With pleasure. i 
Mr. CHANDLER. I believe that my desire | 
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was to express that opinion. | have said on a 
former occasion, when I am sure-I had not 


the pleasure of having my friend for an auditor, |} 


that the conveyance of all the letters between the 
mercantile portions of the Union—for instance 
between Baltimore and Boston—can be done for 
one cent each letter. But, that the system of 
mails may be kept up, I have said that the mer- 
cantile portion of the community should submit 
to this tax of two hundred per cent. The gentle- 
man will perceive that this is our argument: that 
for this purpose the man who sends a thousand 
letters per week would have to pay three cents on 
each of them, in order that persons who send only 
one or two letters may have the benefit of having 
them conveyed for three cents each. 

Mr. BARRY. I think that, as the Post Office 
Department is a system regularly established for 
the benefit of the whole country, we cannot change 
it, in the manner proposed, without destroying 
it; that we cannot allow one line, which pays 
well, to be monopolized for individual enterprise, 
and leave other lines of less importance to be en- 
tirely dependent on themselves. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the gentleman ex- 
cuse one other remark? 

Mr. BARRY. Certainly. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Itis this: that when we 
go one grade over beyond this tax we speedily 
induce the system of private carrying of letters 
along the coast for the purpose of saving postage. 
Besiges, all the express companies deliver the. 
pack®ges sent by them sooner than the mails do. 
We should be cautious, therefore, not to tax too 
much, lest we drive the people to resort to other 
means, and lest we thus break down the whol 
system of the post office. This is my doctrine. 

Mr. BARRY. The position assumed is this: 
that on lines where the postage is more than the 
expenses, the rate of postage should be reduced; 
and that the minor lines, where they do not 
collect postage enough to pay the expenses of 
carrying the mails, should be left to themselves. 
Why do not the gentlemen who advocate this 
system endeavor to apply it to the other branches 
of the Government? Why do they not extend 
the doctrine to the tariff of the United States? If 
it were extended to the tariff, the customs paid by 
Mississippi, which are perhaps between $500,000 
and $1,000,000, would be spent within her bor- 
ders, and not lavished on the Atlantic and other 
States, by whom the tariff duties are not paid. 
Notwithstanding the State of Mississippi contrib- 
utes largely to the Treasury of the United States, 
the pay of her members of Congress is, perhaps, 
more than all the money annually expended by 
the Federal Government within her borders. If 


it be unjust that any State should pay more to the || 


Post Office Department than is spent for mail 
facilities within her borders, it is equally unjust 
that any State should pay into the Treasury more 
than is spent by the Government in her limits. 
Somewhat more is charged to Mississippi for mail 
routes in the State—whether correctly or not I 
shall not now inquire—and we are advised that 
we should be thankful that we are allowed so 
much more from the Department than we pay 
into it, 

This thirty or forty thousand dollars, by which 
the expenses of the Department in our State are 


said to exceed the postages, puts us under weighty |; 


obligations; but no account is made of the half 
million or more we annually pay into the Treas- 
ury, of which we do not have $25,000 spent in the 
State. The cities are anxious to dissolve the 
post office partnership with us, upon the slight- 


est suspicion that they pay a sixpence more than || 


their absolute proportion, but quite willing to 


keep up another connection by which we pay and |; 


they spend. They do not desire that the States 
should contribute to the Federal expense in the 
degree in which they receive the disbursements, 
for that would quadruple their burdens, and dimin- 
ish even more signally the Federal patronage on 
which they thrive. If the gentlemen from Bos- 


ton, New York, and Philadelphia desire, upon | 


what they esteem principles of justice, to monop- 
olize all the profits of the Post Office Department, 
and receive from it every cent they pay into it, 
let them mete out to Mississippi, and other con- 
suming States of the West and South, in the way 
of Federal patronage, all that those States pay 
into the National Treasury. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Do we not. pay twenty 


per cent. on all the sugar and molasses we` con- 
Sume? : Res caked EE 

Mr. BARRY. Notwithstanding the much w 
pay and the little we receive froni the’ Federa 
Government, if we ask a weekly horse’ mail, we 
are told that the Department spends ‘mor ur 
| State than the postages amount to; and the’ ret- 
} enues of the Departmentare appropriated to mails 

once, twice, and thrice, and four times aday Upon 
| the Atlantic sea-board. It is now proposed to 
make us pay for this monopoly, by which justice 
is denied us, in addition to paying the expenses 
| of the Federal Government. These expenses 
come out of the consuming States in‘ ‘the'form of 
a tariff, and if any addition to the expenses ofthe . 
| Government is made, it is paid in the same way, 

and by the same persons. oe 8 EY 

If the Post Office Department is a burden upon 
| the Treasury, it is simply adding to the burdens 
| of those who now support the Government. for 
; the benefit of those who are exempt from them, 

and thus, those who shuffle off upon others their 
due share of the national support, desire also that 
their postage should be paid by others, There is 
no limit to the burdens which power and selfish- 
ness will impose upon the submissive and-'the 
weak. As soon as the idea is recognized as true, 
thet a part of the postage of individuals should be 
paid by the Government,’ the same afgument by 
which that fallacy is made popular will support 
with equal plausibility the doctrine that the Gov- _ 
i ernment should pay all the postage, and that: no 
| tax should be allowed to fetter the unlimited dif- 
fusion of knowledge. This plan is most agree- 
| able to those who have the largest correspondence, 
and who will contribute least to the Treasury to 
| pay for the expenses of the Post Office Department. © 
| It is a system devised to monopolize all benefits 
and escape all burdens, 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Havew,] 
in discussing the subject the other day, boasted 
that New York paid into the Post Office Depart- 
| ment $350,000 more than her mail expenditures. 
But the gentleman forgot to tell you there was ‘a 
line of mail steamers from New York to’ Liver- 
pool, for which $850,000 are paid out of the United 
States Treasury. 130 ae ee 

Mr. HAVEN, (interrupting.) I beg my friend 
from Mississippi to bear in mind that I took that: 
fact into due consideration; and every letter which’ 
the State of Mississippi, or Louisiana, or any 
other southern State sends abroad, finds its exit 
through the port of New York; and every return 
i letter which comes back in reply, also finds its 
terminus at that place. That line, then, is estab- 
i lished not for our letters alone, but for yours also; 
for the letters of the whole Union. 

Mr. BARRY. Yes, sir; but where we get one 
letter, you get ten thousand; and, in addition, you 
have the benefitof the terminus of the line at that 
port, That isa great benefit to New York; if it is 
| not, make the terminus at some other city. Pro- 
| pose this, and you will soon see a ‘civil Insurrec- 
tion” there. Í repeat, propose to make any other 
port the terminus, and listen if New York does. not 
complain that the change would deprive her ofa. 
| great benefit. Transfer it to Baltimore, Phila- 
! delphia, or New Orleans, and you will quickly, 
| hear the argument that the line is of more impor- 


| tance to New York than to all the Union besides. 


The gentleman forgot also to tell you that the’ 
| San Francisco line terminates at New York, and 
therefore onehalf of the cost of that line ($850,000) 
| should be charged to New York, and to that the 
| Bremen and Southampton line, also starting from 
| New York, at a cost of $400,000 or $500,000, and 
| it seems to me that the gentleman’s boast of the 
| New York surplus is disposed of. Four hundred, 
| and twenty-five thousand dollars for the Califor- 
| pia line, $850,000 for the Collins line, and some 
| $400,000 (the precise amount I do not remember) 
| for the Bremen line, make a total of $1,675,000, 
which is to be charged to New York, and from 
1 

| 

| 


| which the vaunted surplus of $350,000 is to be 
| deducted, leaving $1,325,000 deficit in the post 
office account of the State of New York. ‘They 
' all add to the wealth and commerce of New York, 
| and foster that centralization of trade there which, 
| hardly less than the marvelous facilities of: her 
position, has contributed to her unrivaled growth 
and prosperity. If justice were done, the benefit 
of these lines would be. divided, and other cities 
permitted to share advantages which are appropri. 


i ated by one at the expense of all. 


- pers? 


r 
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ost- Office Department, and. which the south- 
en dó not pay,..it.is almost :absorbed; and the 
iate.and city-of New. York, which have yielded 
such a surplus, and on account of which they are 
clamorous for cheaper postage, are the State and 
city. of thé, Union which enjoy the preéminence 
o€-being more deeply indebted to the Post. Office 
Department than any. other, Sets Se on 

ar This. system of ocean. steamers, and postage 
reduced. below. the: actual-cost of transportation, 
49 unjust in the lastdegree; weought to come back 
to sound principles, that we May escape the 
Scourge.of taxation to supply the demands made 
pon. the. Treasury for post office expenses, and 
that. millions may not. be annually squandered 
upon, foreign mail lines, while there are portions 
of the countries denied the. most indispensable 
mail facilities. Information must fly through the 
commercial sections on wings of fire and light- 
ning, while it creeps through the agricultural re- 
gions. so slugglishly and periodically as. hardly to 
preserve vitality. : oes 

= Det: extremes: be avoided; neither make the 
Post Office a. source of revenue, nor make it the 
cause of taxation; let each man who receives a 
letter or paper, through the mail pay his fall share 
of the expense of transporting it; let the Depart- 
ment be administered with rigid, yet-wise econ- 
omy;.let the, postages of the country .be reduced 
s low as will pay expenses, and let the burden 
of-the Department fall on. those who make use of 
it; and not, upon the citizen. who shares. none of 


its. benefits, 
. The argument that the reduction of postage 
is lightening the burdens of the masses is most 
fallacious, if the amount of the reduction is. to 
come out of the Treasury. You onl change the 
object of taxation; you shift the burden from one 
citizen to another; you abandon the simple, nat- 
I mode.that he.who-gets a benefit shall pay for 
tat the time, and.transfer the payment to a de- 
partment of the Government which must use the 
expensive and.dilatory machinery of tariffs. Who 
write, most letters, and receive most newspa- 
Not the poor and: needy, but the rich and 
Opulent? For one letter.written by a man to whom 
the postage is an object, hundreds and thousands 
are writen by those.to whom postage is an insig- 
nificant item. Correspondence is® mainly used 
by. those-to, whom itis an. instrument of lucrative 
b: ess, ora: luxury of social leisure. The 
nerchants of New York. write more letters than 
all the “ servant girls,”? whose joys and sorrows 
are described-ag finding relief and: vent in episto- 
ary: intercourse, in the whole Union, 
‘But the taxes by which you will pay for this 
ostage are levied on the poor of the country. 
The tariff, we know, collects its impositions from 
the labor of the country rather than from its 
property. No citizen so humble. as not to con- 
sume: those. articles on which revenue has been 
raised, or. whose price has been enhanced by ex- 
cluding the. competition. of. the foreign manu- 
facturer. Some men write.no letters, and receive 
no papers; but. all, even the paupers in the poor 
house, consume those articles which are taxed. 
While. those who. use the mails pay all the ex- 
pense of carrying: them, the weight falls mainly 
upon’ the. wealth of the country; but when the 
stovernment pays the postage, it falls chiefly upon 
the labor. ofthe people. For one dollar of relief 
afforded to the poor, ten. will be afforded to:the rich. 
The scheme is the offspring of the. wealthy com- 
mercial classes, notof the -poor.or the. agricultural, 
Itis. favorable to the manufacturer.and merchant, 
but unjust to the farmer cand .the.Jgborer. It 
tends. to. enrich the..town. and impoverish the 
country. It. fosters centralization . by making 
the General Government the dispenser of national 
bounty. It affords an. excuse:and a necessity for 
continuing a higher tariff than would otherwise. be 
requisite; and perhaps.all the advocates of a pro- 
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tective tariff will be found supporting 

for that reason... A ae ag ds yee) 
I recapitulate: there is no obligation upon the 

Government totransport the letters and papers.of 


individuals at less than the actual cost; and. it.is |} 


unjust to cast upon all, the expense of that. which 
is.8 private, benefit to a smaller number; that it is 
unwise to. spend. millions on ocean mail lines 
while. portions of the country. are denied neces- 
sary. facilities; that. the Post. Office Department 
should. be economically conducted, and. the. post- 
ages should be graduated to the lowest price that 
will meet the expenses, of the Department. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is the morning hour out? 

The SPEAKER. There are about five minutes 
remaining. ` 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will 
give way for us to go into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. P , 

Mr. SMITH. ' l would’ prefer to go on now. 
The first question for this House to consider ‘in 
connection with this bill is, ** Shall this Govern- 
ment bear the expenses of the Post Office Depart- 
ment?” 

itcomes to that at last; and gentlemen will have 
to Jook at it, in my judgment, in that view alone. 
Now, will this Government undertake to pay the 
expenses of the Post Office Department, or will it 
require those who use that Department to do it? 
I shall not undertake to discuss that proposition 
at this time. The timeis short, and Iam not dis- 
posed to enlarge on the point, because every gen- 
tleman who hears me is as competent to pass on 
it as myself, á 

-The particular proposition before us is’for the 
increase of newspaper postage, and that object 
only. The express companies have the power to 
transport newspapers, and there is, of conse- 
quence, a direct issue between them and the Gov- 
ernment. The gentleman on the other side says 
that expresses can, and will, transport the public 
mails cheaper than the Government. Then, here 
is a trial between them. The expresses now have 
the power to transport the newspaper mail. This 
bill proposes to increase their strength by aug- 
menting the postage. Here, then, isa fair issue and 
fair test. If the expresses can carry the newspa- 
per mails cheaper than the Government, the con- 
clusion is plain that the expresses will have all 
the carriage. By the passage of the bill, the gen- 
tleman will have the direct experiment made. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Government will lose 
then so much more revenue by the loss of the 
revenue from newspaper postage; and, according 
to the gentleman’s argument, we must augment 
letter postage. 

Mr. SMITH. No, sir. The effect would be 
to establish the superiority of private expresses, 
and help to do away with Government agency. 
I want to see the demonstration, and this measure 
will help gentlemen’s theories to their proper 
trial. Now, the question with the committee is, 
whether it will adopt this proposition when the 
important result is a test of theory. Why, sir, if 


I had no other reason for voting in favor of ‘this | 


bill, it would be for the fact that it is calculated 
to present the issue strongly to the country, 
whether the Government or private expresses can 
transport the public mails cheapest. Why not 
support it then? We ought to go forit. It con- 
templates nothing in the world but an increase of 
the rates of postage on the newspapers of the 
country. If private expresses, I repeat, can carry. 
the mails cheaper than the Government, they will 
have the carriage of the whole of the mail matter. 
Then there will be no burden on the people, > 

The gentleman manifestly has reference to the 
city circulation; but I tell him that, even according. 
to.his view of the subject, he ought to go for the 
bill.. If his position be correct, that private ex- 
presses can carry the mails cheaper than the Gov- 
ernment, then by increasing-the rates of postage. 
on newspapers he will get the monopoly in the 
hands of those expresses, and the increased cir- 
culation of the city press is secured. 

Mr. CHANDLER.. 
gentleman does not misrepresent my argumentat 
all.as regards the carrying by: express cheaper 
than by the Government; but if we do away with 
the prolific and profitable operations, you dry up 
the resources of the Government towards aiding 
the extremities, and thereby greatly help to destroy 
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I desire. to state that the | 


f the whole mail. system, which .the gentleman 
| seems desirons to sustain. E 7a a 

~Mr. SMITH. We.dry up the resources, ace 
gentleman, on newspaper. trang= 


cording to. the 


1e moment the. transpor+ 
tation of newspapers becomes. unprofitable, it is 
turned over.to.the Government.;.The Government 
does not carry the newspapers from New York 
to Washington. They do not come through the 
mails, but they are delivered to readers. here in 
this city by the express, and. why?. Because the 
Government charges just as much for a hewspa- 
pet. from. the city. of New York to Washington, 
as it does from New York to San Francisco. The: 
express finds it ‘profitable upon the short. routes 
to carry newspapers, but upon those routes, where 
it becomes unprofitable the Government must step 
in and take the burden. It is that of which. we. 
complain. Now, the gentleman makes.an argu- 
ment of this kind, that in consequence of carrying 
these newspapers you do not get anything. more 
for the transportation of themails. It is not true 
in fact, although it is true. forthe time being. 
Every four years you havea reletting of the mail 
service, and those who are employed are paid for 
the amount of service to be performed. If they 
take a contract for transporting six tons. of mails, 
and you take five tons of newspapers out, they 
will not charge.for carrying one ton as they do 
for six. It only. operates for the.time being, and 
therefore. the argument ofthe gentleman does not 
hold good. Bef eles Bes 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. . The femal 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. CHANDLER] objects, to 
the passage of the bill because it. increases. the 
burden upon the newspaper circulation. Is that 
the ground of the gentleman's objection? The 
-gentleman turns round and says that private ex- 
presses will carry the newspaper mail cheaper 
than the Government. . Private expresses. haye 
now the power to do jt. How does the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania reconcile these. inconsistent 
propositions ? ae Peh 

Mr. CHANDLER. Easily. Private.expresses 
carry newspapers between the large cities, and thus 
absorb a.great amount of income from this source, 
leaving the burden upon the country press alone.: 

Mr. SMITH. I thank the gentleman for his 
care of the country. © [ represent a rural district 
to some extent, and I am happy to say-that Fam 
willing to take the burden proposed by. this bill. 
I do not apprehend any difficulty. The gentle- 
man may have private expresses to carry his mail 
if he chooses; but I support: this bill because it 
embodies a great truth; and puts-the burden for 
the carrying of newspapers where it ought. to: be 
placed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If the geritleman.from 
Virginia [Mr. Surru] has some considerable time 
left yet, 1 would suggest that he. defer. finishing 
his remarks till to-morrow, so that we may go 
into Committee of the Whole. i : 

Mr. SMITH. As itis a question. touching 
newspaper postage, I had some desire to:speak 
still: further upon the general. question, and: ran a 
parallel. between: this country and England, show- 
ing the error of the distinguished ‘gentleman. from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanprer.) But! will not do 
it now, under the ciréumstances. Í will reserve 
what-I desire to say-further until to-morrow. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move, then, that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, © => 

The motion was agreed to. : 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. ; 

The Flouse accordingly. resolved. itself. into. the 
Committee of the Whole.on.the state of the Union, 
(Mr. McMuuum in the chair,).and. resumed..the 


| consideration. of House bill (No. 329) “making 
| appropriations. for. the. repair, preservation, and 


completion of certain -public work 
commenced.under thé authority: of: lay 


1854. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee is on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Lercuer] to the amendment 
of the gentleman from ‘Louisiana, (Mr. Jones,] 
which is to strike out the appropriation of $100 
in the amendment, and insert in lieu thereof 
$102,400. : pe 

Mr. RICHARDSON took the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inform 
the gentleman from Illinois that debate is not in 
order on the proposition now before the committee. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to explain re- 
marks made by me yesterday. It will take but 
halfa minute. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘It can only be done by 
unanimous consent. ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the committee to allow me to 
make the explanation Í desire. 

General assent, was expressed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I. misunderstood the 
extent of the remarks of the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana (Mr. Jones] on yesterday. The extent to 
which the doctrine of Mr. Madison went to which 
I referred, was this: That the Government could 
not construct works of improvement inside of a 
State without the consent of the State. | 

Mr.LETCHER. I beg leave to remark, that 
that proves conclusively we have one more Dem- 
ocrat among us. [Laughter.] 

i Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois, took "the 
oor. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Will the gentleman | 
from Ilinais yield me the floor for a moment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair begs leave to 
inform gentlemen that debate is not in order. 

Mr. JONES. | ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to make a single remark. 

General assent was expressed. 

Mr. JONES. I merely desire to state, that 
what I meant to say yesterday, was precisely what 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Rictarpson] has 
stated this morning. lt was, that when the Gen- 
eral Government has power to make internal im- 
provements in a State—and I believe it has, in 
some cases—it should certainly make them with 
the consent of the State. 

Mr. LETCHER. I now withdraw my amend- 
ment to the amendment. | 

The question recurred on Mr. Joxes’s amend- | 
ment; which was read, as follows: 

For continuing the improvements on the raft on Red 
river, $100. And be it further enacted, That the joint res- 
olution entitled “A resolution explanatory of the act ap- 
propriating money for the removal ofthe raft on Red river,” 
approved January 7, 1853, be, and the same is hereby, re- 
peated; aud that the Secretary of the Department of War 
be authorized to expend the appropriation in reference to 
the Red river raftin such a way, and for such purposes, as 
be may approve, having in view the improvement of the 
navigation of said river in and around the said raft, 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I call for 
tellers on the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 
Alabama, and Cox, were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 73, noes 42; no quorum voting. 

The roll was then called, the committee rose, 
and the Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
Chairman of the committee reported that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No. 392, and having found itself without a quo- 
rum, had ordered the roll to be called, and direct- | 
ed him to report the facts to the House, together 
with the names of the absentees. 

The following is the list of absentees: 


Messrs. James C. Allen, Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bai- 
ley, Ball, Bell, Benton, Bissell, Bocock. Breckinridge, j 
Caskie, Chase, Chastain, Chrisman, Clingman, Cook, Cul- 7 
lom, Cumming, Curtis, Dawson, Dent, De Witt, Dowdell, 
Drum, Dunbar, Dunbam, Etheridge, Ewing, Faulkner, 
Flagler, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, Greenwood, 
Grey, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Hendricks, Hunt, $ 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Lane, Lyon, 
McNair, Mace, Maxwell, Meacham, John G. Miller, 
Smith Miller, Peck, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Pringle, Rid- 
dle, Simmons, Singleton, William R. Smith, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Tracy, Walbridge, Warren, Witte, and Hendrick | 
B. Wright. 

One hundred and sixty-eight members having 
answered to their names, the House again resolved | 
itselfinto the Committee of the Whole on thestate | 
of the Union, (Mr. MceMuxuin in the chair,) and | 
resumed the consideration of the river and harbor | 


bill; the pending question being upon the adoption | 


of the amendment offered by Mr. Jonns, of Louis- 
iana, upon which tellers had been ordered. 

Mr. HAVEN. I rise to inquire whether it is 
in order to offer a substitute for the pending 
amendment? : 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

The question was taken on Mr. Jones’s amend- 
ment; and the tellers reported—ayes 74, noes 59. 
So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
amend the fifteenth line of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. That part of the bill has 
been passed, and it is not now in order to revert. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Ithoughtthat it wasin 
order to amend any portion of a section before we 
have passed to the section succeeding. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itisnot in order to turn 
back to amend any portion of the bill which has 
been passed. The Clerk is reading the bill by 
paragraphs for amendment. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I move an addition to 
the section, as follows: ’ 

For the improvement of the Des Moines rapids, in the 
Mississippi river, $232,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there in existence any 
law authorizing the appropriation? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is. In the bill 
now under consideration there is an appropria- 
tion of $18,000 for the same improvement. I wish 
the appropriation to be increased to the estimates 
of the Department. 

The CHAIRMAN. Inwhat portion of the bill 
is th $18,000 appropriation ? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. In the twelfth and thir- 
teenth lines. i 

The CHAIRMAN. That portion of the bill 
heving been passed, the amendment is not in 
order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Chair misappre- 
hends my motion. I do not move to strike out 
the $18,000 appropriation, but only to add to the 
section an appropriation for the improvement of 
the Des Moines rapids of $232,000 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will confine 
gentlemen, in submitting amendments, strictly to 
the provisions of the rule. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
of the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain 
the propositien of the gentleman from Illinois, 
(Mr. Ricwarpson.} 


Mr. RICHARDSON, 
lowing amendment: 

For continuing the improvement of the Des Moines 
rapids, in the Mississippi river, $232,000. 

I understand it was the avowed purpose of the 
committee to report such appropriations as the 
Department and officers in charge of the works 
recommend for the continuation of those works. 
The officers in charge of the work in question es- 
timate the amount necessary for its completion 
at $250,000. I ask the attention of the committee 
while I read an extract from the report of Colonel 
Long, who, I believe, is the officer in charge of 
this work. It is to be found in the third part of 
the message and accompanying documents for 
1853 and 1854: 

The cost of improving the Des Moines rapids by the 
adoption of the method of sluice navigation, as estimated 
by Colonel Lee, is as follows, viz: 

Blasting and removing 94,811 cubic yards of rock, at $2, 
$191,622. me 

Laminelined to think that the estimated quantity just 
stated, is somewhat sbort of the amount required fora sluice 
having a clear width of 200 feet, and would accordingly as- 
sume forthe amount in round numbers, excavation required, 
100,000 cubic yards, which would give for the probable cost 
of the work of blasting, &c., at $2 per cubic yard, : 
$200,000 
To which should be added, on acecount of hin- 

drances and unavoidable interruptions, including 

buoys, chains, anchors, &c., at least twenty-five 

per cent., Viz... 


{ move to 


I shall not go outside 


I offer, then, the fol- 


50,000 


$250,000 


I desire to Ray that it is utterly impossible to 
benefit the navigation of that portion of the river 
by an appropriation of $18,000. If the Govern- 
ment is to make the improvement so as to benefit 
the navigation of the river at that point, they 
oughtto have the money asked by the officer hav- 
ing the work in charge. 1 do not undertake, nor 
shall I undertake, to say, that $25,000 will com- 
plete the 
the officers in charge of the work can do b 
good there. 


work; but, unless we have that amount, |! 
ut little 4i 


| precise situ 


i leaving 


Mr. WENTWORTH. Page’ 228: gives ‘the 
entire estimate as my colleague gives” it. “But it 
you tum to the 220th page, you will there find, 
what the Department thought necessary, for: 
single year. In that page the Department calls: 
for $18,000 for this purpose.) 55i eee 

Mr. HENN. ` | wish to ask the geiitleman froi 
Ilinois, whether:or not that estimate of $18,0 
contemplated working only on: one: place -abs-th 
rapids, and whether it is not. competent fort 
engineer to work at half a dozen vra dozen plac 
at the same time? -= Bae: 

Mr. WENTWORTH. It: is left:entirely to: 
the discretion of the Secretary of War and ‘the’ 
engineer. The work’ was’ begun under one Ad- 


| ministration, and we propose to complete it under 


this Administration. It is understood thatthe 
topographical corps does not belong to any politi- 
cal’ party, or to any local party, and they have no.’ 
object in view except to carry out the services 
confided to them.. : 


Mr. HENN. That is not the point to which 


|} wished to call the attention of the gentleman. 


from Illinois. It is this: that ifa sufficientamount 
be appropriated the work can be carried on along 
the whole line of the obstructions, and thereby ` 
the work can be performed in one year instead of; 
its consuming ten years. Lata eet 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois; T propose. 
to amend the amendment of my colleague,.as fol- : 
lows: $ : : 
Provided, That said sum shall be expended under the- 
direction of the Secretary of War, in prosecuting said im- 
provement according to the plan of Colonel R. E. Lee. + 
When I was cut off in, my remarks yesterday, 
I said I should move to increase the appropria- 
tion for the rapids in the upper Mississippi river, 
and I now desire to explain to the committee the 
ation of matters connected with this. : 
work. The first appropriation under which the : 
survey of these rapids was made, was made in ` 
1837. The survey was made by Colonel, Lee, ; 
one of the most accomplished engineers in the 
United States service. He prepared his plans and 
made his estimates, and in an official document, 
which I hold here, he made a report which was 
approved by the engineering department of the 
Government for the improvement of the Des’: 
Moines and Rock Island rapids. His estimates, 
prepared after a most thorough survey, are, put 
down in his report which I have before me. He. 
estimated $189,000 as the sum necessary to am- 
prove the Des Moines rapids, and $154,000 for 


| the Rock River rapids, according to his plans and 


survey. a . 
This report has never been called in questions 
these estimates have never been invalidated, but 
the work has not been done as the engineer pro-. 
posed it should be done. Two years ago there 
was an appropriation of $100,000 made forthe 
improvement of both these rapids. : That-appto-" 
priation, as I stated yesterday, has been partially : 
frittered away by aresurvey. One third of ibe, 
$33,000—as shown by the report here, has ale: 
ready been spent, for what purpose I know not, 
$66,000 to be expended. 


Ricwarpson] has re- 


Now, my colleague (Mr. 


i ferred to the estimate of one of the officers of. the: 


Government—an engineer—showing that this plan ` 
of Colonel Lee should be adopted ; and showing the., 
amount that Congress should appropriate for the 
accomplishment of this object. My other colleague 
[Mr. Wenrworru] states here, in opposition to 
this, that there is another part of the'report which 
calls for the appropriation of $18,000. ‘That ap- 
propriation of $18,000, sir, I contend, is utterly 
inadequate to any useful purpose ag connected 
f the work in accordance 


with the completion o i 
with the original estimates, and in accordance 
demands should be 


with what common justice : 
done, but itis for the purpose of making these new 
surveys which, I believe, are useless, and which. 
may defeat the objects of the appropriation. We 
have surveys here made by accomplished men3: 
and we have appropriations here recommended 
to us very recently, and by competent authority, 
and why not adopt them ? oe 
But letme say, as l said yesterday, that this plan: 
of Colonel Lee is pronounced by all the steamboat. 
men upon the river as the best which -can zbe 
adopted. I have in my hands a tetter from-one of 
the most experienced navigators upon that river, 
going to show that it should, be adopted. His 
letter is as follows: ` . 


July: 12, 


1688: 


menn 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


GALENA, ILLINOIS, December 12, 1853. 


Dear Sie: In answer-o your inguiries in relation to the 
improvement of the rapids of the Mississippi, I can only say, 
that I Know of no feasible plan other than that reported by 
Lieutenant, now Major R. È. Lee; to General Gratiot, Chief 
Engineer United States Army, in 1838.. It is comprised in 
areport of the Secretary of War, Senate Document, No. 
189, of the ‘'wenty-Fitth Congress, second. session. Five 
years constant employment, in all stages of water, over this 
part of our river, has confirmed me in the opinion, that it 
isthe only mode by which efficient and permanent “ im- 
provements” can. be made. There is nota single change 
trom the plans submitted by Major Lee that I could sug- 
gest. The channel requires the same work now that it did 
then. There has been no change, or likely to be for the 
next fifty years, ags.on:both rapids ‘the river flows over a 
bed of Jimestone; cut up into pools. . No better idea or de- 
scription of the nature of the obstructions, or what work is 
nécessary to remove them, can be found than in Major 
Lee’s details and maps. The improvements, if made as he 
has suggested, would place as great a depth of water over 
the channel as has been over many of the sand- bars above 
and below them this season, say four feet. The surveys 
made this year are generally looked upon as being as use- 
less as a resurvey of the Capitol would be,in order that 
members might ascertain its location. Time and money 
both wasted—cui bono. It has always seemed to me, that 
the plan of operating on both rapids at the same time, wasin- 
judicious. The character of the work, submarine blasting, 
removing the debris, boulders, &c., being the same, similar 
boats, materials, tools, &c. are required; consequently 
double the expense would be incurred in thus operating, 
and the ultimate loss to the Government or contractor, atier 
the completion of the work, (which, if prosecuted in ac- 
cordance with Lee’s plan, would be permanent, requiring 

no repairs or alteérations,) would be in the sale or disposal 
of two sets of boats, &c., instead of one. And should the 
Department persist in its present course, and attempt to 
operate by contract, would, as you will readily perceive, 
greatly increase the expense. We cannot expect to see 
much greater progress made than has been effected in the 
pagt two seasons. Unless the Departinent determines to 
take the work in hand, and place it under charge of some 
efficient officer of the engineer, or some competent civil 

ian, I do not believe much more will be done than what 
has already been accomplished—defining the position of 
rocks and chains, the locality of which we are perfectly 
faraitiar with.. If Major Lee, for instance, could be placed 
in-charge of these iniprovements, I believe they would be 


more effectually and economically prosecuted than by 


adopting any otber course. I name Major Lee, (having no 
personal acquaintance with him,) as, in my opinion, far 
better acquainted with the character of the obstructions, 
and the requisite means to be taken to remove them, than 
any other officer. It has ever been my opinion, that oper- 
ations should be commenced on the upper or Rock Island 
rapids, (or the following reasons: It will require a much 
shorter time t improve them; the “chains” are shorter, 
and the average of water decper, there being generally 
twelve inches more water in the upper than in that of the 
lower rapids. 

From this state of things arises the fact that there are no 
facilities, other than those used by the steamboat and be- 
longing to her used in transporting freight, consequently 
any steamboat freighting from a port above them can only 
transport the quantity of cargo in her bull and barges as will 
permit her safely to cross them. Buatso soon as shearrives 
at Rock Island or Davenport she can then commence taking 
in additional cargo, and frequently to a much larger amount 
then all. she could cross the rapids with, and after takingin 
a full load proceeds on to Montrose on the head of the 
lower rapids, the master being well assured that he will 
find a suficient number of “rapids lighters ” to transport 
his whole cargo to Keokuk, Should the water be so 
low on the “ rocks so high”? as to prevent him crossing 
with his steamboat, he can reship his freight and send tor- 
ward his passengers to St. Louis on boats that are ongaged 
in the “ Keokuk trade.” Now, apply this state of facts to 
freight destined for ports above St. Clair, (head of upper 
rapids,) say a large part of Elinois, Lowa, Wisconsin, and 
all of Minnesota, and what is the result? A steamboat 
cannot take in for any port in the section above named, 
a larger quantity of freight than she is enabled to cross the 
upper rapids with, although thie may not be one fourth of 
her actual capacity, while on the lower rapids from facili- 


ties there offered, she has passed over to her all she can: 


swim under, and which she may transport to the foot of the 
Rock [stand rapids. Here, if she has more freight for ports 
above than she is enabled to go aver with, she must either 
* double trip it,’ or store her freight. ‘Ibe removing of the 
obstructions on the upper rapids would open up for us un- 
interrupted navigation from Montrose to St. Anthony, a 
distance of six hundred miles, whereaa, now a hoat cannot 
transport her full tonnage but one hundred and fifty miles, 
say from Montrose to Davenport, and from thence to St. 
Anthony, four hundred and fifty miles, she can only 
transport the quantity she can “ go over ” the upper rapids 
with. You are, however, too familiar with all these facts 
for me to enlarge upon them, and give in detail all the in- 
conveniences that we who reside above the rapids are sub- 
jected to.. Any person familiar with (he commercial usages 
of the country above the rapids, is aware that “J have as 
much freight as I can cross the rapids with,’’is a sufficient 
and valid reason for not taking freight, although it might be 
in a situation where it would be totally lost or destroyed 
were if not shipped upon the boat then “refusing”? it for this 
sole reason. [tis estimated, (and I think it not high,) that 
no less than $15,000 has been lost during the present season 
by sinking, grounding, and detention of boats. On the 
upper rapids last year, I should think $20,000 would not 
more than cover the Josses, When I assure you that thirty 
dollars per ton has been paid on merchandise from St. 
Louis to Galena this fall, which, had the rapids been im- 
proved, would have been transported for from eight to ten 
dollars, you can readily understand that it is a matter of 
sọme importance to the whole country above the rapids to 
see this work progressing, the obstructions removed, and 


products at a cost for transportation of something less than 
its full market value. 5 
Yours, respecifully, E. H. BEEBE. 


Hon. E. B. WASHEURNE, Washington City. 


Now, sir, unless we go forward and make this 
improvement, every dollar which has-been here- 
tofore expended may.be wasted and frittered 
away in the manner I bave suggested, by new 
experiments and resurveys. Let us make this 
appropriation, as estimated for by Colonel Long, 
and- that, according to the proviso which I have 
sent to the Clerk’s desk, this work shall be done 


will have an improvement so long neglected and 


country imperatively demand. 

Mr. EASTMAN. In reference to the expen- 
diture of this money, I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Ilinois if there has been a single rock 
removed ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. . I would 
answer the gentleman by stating what I yester- 
day said on this floor, that nota single rock has 
been removed from the channel, nor a single ob- 
struction taken away. 

[Here the hammer fell.} 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. I will only 
say, in reply to the remarks of my colleague, that 
if we adopt the course he praposes, in order to do 
justice to every other work in this bill, we should 
go back and revise the whole estimates, and all 
the appropriations; and add to them the total 
amount of all the works in this bill, so asto œm- 
plete them all in one single year. The same 
argument, which the gentleman uses in reference 
to this work, in which I feel as much interest as 
my colleague does, will equally apply to every 
item in the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Does not the gentle- 
man know that this amount of money can be 
expended in one season, and that every dollar 
of it should be expended in one season? Does 
he not know that there is no use in going to 


and necessary for this work, one year, and letting 
it rot down, before another appropriation can be 
made by another Congress? Why not make the 
whole appropriation now, while it is wanted, and 
not render it necessary to come and ask for 
another appropriation ? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I will answer the gen- 
tleman’s question byasking another. Why notgive 
at once, for the improvement of the whole Missis- 
sippi river, allthe money that is necessary for that 
purpose? Do it now, the gentleman would say, 
and not come to Congress again, asking appropri- 
ations for that great river, Why not take all the 
harbors, and finish them now, this year? 
same argument applies to the one case that is ap- 
plicable to the other. That is all I have to say. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Wasu- 
BURNE’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
not agreed to. 

The question recurred upon Mr. Ricuarpson’s 
| amendment. 


contained in the amendment of the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] to one dollar. 
I think, sir, after the vote just taken, that it is 
evident the House will not adopt the amendment 
of the gentleman from Illinois. But Itake this 
occasion to say a word or two in relation to this 
bill, and the general system of appropriations 
embodied in it. As a member of the Committee 


| haps my duty to do so. Ido not mean to present 
any constitutional difficulties. That would be but 
a waste of ammunition. But Ido desire to call 
the attention of the committee, and of the whole 
public, if I could, to some of the details—the 
objects sought to be accomplished by this bill. 
Really, sir, it would seem to be a scheme by 
which men. undertake to remedy theimperfections 
of Providence. Every little stream cannot be con- 


town cannot becomea great commercial emporium. 

But, the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON,] in urging his amendment, asked, why 
not appropriate the whole amount estimated by 
the Department? The gentleman seems to have 
fallen into two errors. No larger amount has been 


asked for as proper to be appropriated at this 


a free highway opened up to a southern market for our || time than that stated in the bill; and, in the next 


according to the plan of Colonel Lee¥and then we | 


which the interests of the West and of the whole ; 


great expense in obtaining machinery suitable | 


The | 


Mr. MILLSON. I move to reduce the amount | 


on Commerce which reported this bill, itis per- í 


verted into a wide and deep river. Every little | 


I 
t 


place, the Department has ‘made no estimates upon 
the subject. : ; 

‘This bill i$ not founded upon any estimates 
submitted to us by thë Administration. Let the 
friends of the Administration remember that, in 
voting for this bill, they cannot shelter themselves 
under any recommendation from the Department. 
I repeat, that the Secretary of War has submitted 
no estimates for river and harbor improvements. 
It is true that certain officers in charge of these 
improvements have made certain reports to the 
War. Department, and that these reports have 
been transmitted to this House by the Secretary 
of War. But the Administration have asked. no 
appropriation for river and harbor improvements; 
nor has the Department sent any estimates of its 
own for that purpose. We have nothing before 
us but the reports of the officers in charge of these 
works. And yet gentlemen constantly refer to 
them as the estimates of the Department. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. Do J] under- 
stand the gentleman from Virginia to say that the 
Department has sent us no estimates for the im- 
provement of rivers and harbors? 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman understands 
me correctly. i 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I would suggest 
that if these are not authorized estimates of the 
Department, we have nothing but the reports of 
those officers to depend on, and that we had better 
judge for ourselves what appropriations are ne- 
cessary to accomplish the objects of this bill. 

Mr. MILLSON. Itis true that these officers 
estimate the whole cost of this work at $250,000, 
but they do not recommend that this whole amount 
should be appropriated at onee. All they suggest 
as proper to be spent on this work during the 
coming year is $18,000. This bill would swell to 
most enormous proportions, if the whole sum 
necessary to complete each of the works for which 
appropriations are asked should be voted at once. 

But, sir, my chief object was to show how many 
of these appropriations had grown from very small 
beginnings, and how utterly disproportioned are 
the vast sums now ascertained to be necessary for 
the’ completion of the work to the insignificant 
amounts first granted. But my time has so nearly 
expired that I cannot now do so. 

Here the hammer fell.] - 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The honorable gentleman 
from Virginia threatens us again with the Admin- 
istration. He notifies this House that if they 
make these appropriations, they will place them- 
selves in conflict with the position assumed by the 
President. 

Mr. MILLSON. I said nothing of the kind. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, sir, the gentleman 
said that we need not expect to shelter ourselves 
under the authority of the Administration. Now, 
I think we have had enough of intimations of this 
kind; from time to time threats have been thrown 
out of Executive vetoes. Sir, I deem it the duty 
of this House to do its legislation without being 


| influenced by the fear of vetoes, and without being 


controlled in any way. by any objections of the 


| White House. 


The first question for us to decide is, whether 
these improvements are necessary. Ought they 
to be made? Secondly, we should inquire what 
amounts of money, under all the circumstances 
surrounding the case, ought to be appropriated 
now. Two hundred and fifty thousand dollarsis 
theamount which has been estimated as necessary 
to complete the work of clearing out the rapids in 
the Mississippi for eighteen miles in length,so as 
to make a channel two hundred feet wide, of a 
sufficient depth to answer the purposes of navi- 
gation. This is the amount estimated by the 
Department. x 

But it is intimated by a gentleman of the Com- . 
mittee on Commerce that you cannot expend more 
than $18,000. By what authority does the gen- 
tleman assume that you cannot expend more than 
$18,000 on the rapids, which are eighteen miles in 
length? 

Now, as to the matter of economy. Does the 
gentleman undertake to say that if he wanted to 
construct a house, and had plenty of monéy to do 


jit, that if it were important to have a place in 


which he and his family could reside, he would . 
begin by this year putting out money enough to dig 


| the cellar and build the foundation walls, then the 


next year get the materials on the ground, and 


allow three, four, five, or. six years to go by be- 


s Mr. HENN. The Chair has 
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fore hehad completed it? Would henotrather, in 
the management of his individual affairs, if he 
had the means, build his residenceatonce? Does 
he not know that to make an improvement of anye 
kind, when you have the means, the most economi- 
cal mode is to push it at once to completion? 
We have a Treasury full to overflowing. It was 
buta few days ago we voted $10,000,000 for the | 
purpose of securing the right of way for a south- 
ern railroad. That was the great purpose of the 
appropriation, and all must admit it. Yes, sir, 
$10,000,000 was appropriated; yet, when $232,000 | 
is asked for an important improvement in the 
Northwest, to aid in the development of its great 
resources, we are told that it is not proper to ap- 
propriate that amount. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MILLSON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 


Mr. HENN. I offer the following amendment: 


rapids, $123,620. 


The CHAIRMAN. Is there any existing law 
authorizing the appropriation? 

Mr. HENN. There is. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that, 
for the purpose of saving time, he will expect | 
every gentleman offering endments, when called | 
on, to exhibit the law autMBrizing appropriations 
asked for. 

Mr. HENN. I refer the Chair to the river and 
harbor bill of 1852 for the authorization of this 
amendment. 

The amount of the amendment, Mr. Chairman, 
is what has been estimated by the report which I ; 
have in my hand for the completion of the im- 
provement of the upper rapids. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to a question 
of order. I would inquire whether single appro- 

riations for certain purposes, without a previous 

aw authorizing the improvements, are laws within 
the rule? 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Theamend- 
ment is merely a duplicate of the appropriation 
now in the bill for the same improvement. 

Mr. HENN. If the original item be in order, 
my amendment is also in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Having passed_that 
appropriation for the improvement of the Rock 


river rapids, is the gentleman’s amendment in |! 


order? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 


propositions for appropriations authorized by ex- l! 
siting law are in order. In this case the Chair |j 
understands appropriations have been made for jj 


these rapids. 
Mr. ILENN. My amendment stands on pre- 
cisely the same footing as the original appropria- 


tion. 

Mr. SMITH. I shall distinctly state the point | 
of order I raised for the decision of the Chair. I 
understand that the Chair decided that no appro- į 

riation was in order to this bill, unless author- 
ized by previous law, Am I right? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so decides. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Does the Chair de- | 
cide that this amendment is in order? i 


The CHAIRMAN. That is the decision of the li 


j. that the gentleman from Virginia could himself ; 
“be driven 


Chair. 

Mr. SMITH. Then I raise 
order in this case, for the reason 
law legitimate to this case. 


the question of 
that there is no 


already decided 
the amendment to be in order. 
cisely upon the same footing as the original ap- 
propriation in. the bill for the same object. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair would request : 


which this appropriation is asked. 

Mr. HENN.. I would refer to theact of 1852, 
« making appropriations for the improvement of | 
certain rivers and harbors,” in which an appro- 
priation of $100,000 was made for the improve- 
ment of the Des Moines and Rock river rapids. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides, that 
asa previous Congress has made an appropria- 
tion for this work, the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Iowa is in order. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 desire to understand the ef- 
fect of the decision. Do I understan’ it to be the 
ruling of the Chair that an amendment to this 
pill, asking an appropriation for the first time, | 
would be out of order? i 


the gentleman from lowa to turn to the law under | 
t 


| Administration. 


|: paper 


| three steam 
| estimating that the ships and their cargoes would 
| be worth $50,000 each, we have here a loss in the 


Yor continuing the improvement of the Rock Island |} in the mean ti 


| rapids 


‘hop 


| upon this question.. 
i the President some 1 


The CHAIRMAN. Yes, sir. : 

Mr. SMITH. But if, through inattention, it 
should be entertained and adopted, it would legit- 
imatize any future appropriations. 

The CHAIRMAN. Such is the practical ef- 
fect of the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. HENN. I offer this amendment for the 
reason that l wish to complete the improvement 
of these rapids immediately. Itis well known to 
all western men that there are upwards of fifty 
steamers plying up and down these rapids. Not 
one man out of a hundred in the eastern States is 
aware of the immense amount of commerce at 
this point. Last year there were no less than 
boats wrecked upon these rapids; and 


aggregate of $150,000. If wé go on and appro- 
priate only $18,009 a year, it will take ten years 
to complete the improvement at these rapids, and, 
ime, we shall have a loss accruing to 
the community, judging from present experience, 
of a million and a half of dollars at least. 
The people of the western States interested in 
commerce upon the Mississippi river have been 


| denied for twenty years the same benefit that the 


people of the eastern States have enjoyed from the 
improvements made in their rivers and harbors. 
The losses which have accrued at these rapids, for 


|| which an appropriation is now asked, have been 


more than enough twice over in amount to have 
completed the improvement so necessary at that 
point of the river. I hope that when we are 
making appropriations we will make them to 


` some effect, as the gentleman from Ilinois (Mr. 


Wasusurne] very justly remarked a few min- 
utes ago. You jast appropriate enough to sup- 
port a certain class of officers to make surveys, 
and do nothing more. There is one place in the 
where I am confident a good practical man 


would clear away the obstructions in less than 


twenty-four hours. There are nothing but big 


boulders in the way; and a single flask of pow- 
der would improve the navigation materially. I 
e there will be a liberal disposition upon the 
art of the committee to give us what the wants 
of that section of the country demand. We ask 
for nothing more than what is right and just in 
this matter. 
Mr. MILLSON. The objection which I just 
now urged, applies as well to the amendment 


offered by the gentleman from lowa, [Mr. Hxnn,] | 


as to that offered by the gentleman from Illinois, 
(Mr Ricuarpson.] They both stand precisely 
on the same footing, the estimated cost being the 
same in both cases. But in rising to oppose the 


| amendmentof the gentleman from lowa, my chief 
urpose is to reply to the remarks made by the | 
| and the estimated cost of the work is $77,856, 


P 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. CAmPBELL,} who 


supposed that I wanted to menace the House with 
the influence of the Administration. Why, sir, E 


| said nothing like it, and it is strange that any 


gentleman here, with the memory of the Nebraska 


controversy still fresh and recent, should fancy | 


that I desire to affect the votes of members by 
appeals to the supposed views and wishes of the 
Mr. CAMPBELL. [did not mean to intimate 


from any position which he thought 


correct. But I did not understand how it was 


that he should throw out that menace, knowing | 
! that his position in relation to the Nebraska mat- 


Í ter was so very good. 
It stands pre- |; 


[Laugkter.] 


Mr. MILLSON. I threw out no menace. I 


i stated that gentlemen who voted for this bill, could 


not shelter themselves under the authority of the 
Administration. References had been repeatedly 
made to the estimates of the Department. All 
that I stated in regard to them was, that these 
s were not the estimates of the Department, 
I would not stand here, and seek to influence the 
opinions of gentlemen by urging the supposed 
wishes of the Administration. I wish Edid know 
what the sentiments of the Administration are 
It may, perhaps, be doing 
njustice to doubt what they 
must be, but I should be glad to know that this bill 
would receive his veto if it should pass both 
Houses of Congress. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. Just pass this bill,and 
you will see whether it will be vetoed. [Laugh- 


ter. 
Mr. MILLSON, Sir, [ have been a member 
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of three different: Congresses?’ and: their ‘names 
are Malus, Pejor, Pessimus.’ {[Laughter.] TheThirs 
ty-First Congress was nearly divided between the 
two political parties; but there was then only a: 
small majority in the House in favorof theriver: 
and harbor bill: Now that we have, asis coms: 
monly supposed, an overwhelming majority: of 
Democrats here, we have reason to:.believe that: 
there will be an overwhelming -majority:in favor. 
of this bill.. The public may put its own con+ 
struction upon this. : 3 3 
Mr. HENN. Inasmuch as the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Mitzson] is speaking against my" 
amendment, | would ask him whether he consid- 
ers the improvement of the Mississippi river to' be’ 
within the constitutional power of the General: 
Government? ~ gri EEG aE 
Mr. MILLSON. IfI were to answer that ques- 
tion, without giving the reasons for my opinion, I 
would be doing myself injustice, and 1 would not” 
be giving the gentleman satisfaction. F will say, 
however, that so far as the powers of Congress’ 
are concerned, I see no difference between ‘the 
great inland sea, as it has been called, and “any 
otherriver. But I am not discussing the question’ 
of constitutional power. Had I no such objection’ 
to this bill, | should find abundant cause for öp- 
position in the evils which belong to the system’ 
itself, and which doubtless prevented it from’ being 
made constitutional. Ifthe system were one proper. 
to be administered by this Government, control’ 
over it would probably have been given to Con 
gress by the Constitution. And even if such coh: 
trol had, been expressly given, it does not follow 
that it should continue to be exercised, after its 


| injustice and wastefulness have been shown. 


Mr. MILLSON. I wish to offer a pro forma 
amendment, for the purpose of concluding the re- 
marks which I intended to make. ae 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment 
now pending to an amendment. That of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia is therefore not in order. : 

The question was taken on the amendment. to 
the amendment; and it was not agreed tos, 

Mr. MILLSON. I now move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, by re~ 


‘ducing the appropriation to five dollars. -: 50.) 


I merely want to get an opportunity of saying 
now what I have been so far diverted from saying. 
I have not yet had an opportumty of showing 
how greatly the cost of many of these improve- 
ments will exceed the small amounts appro- 
priated. : 

Let me take the case of the harbor of Oak 
Orchard Creek, New York. The appropriation 


| in the bill last year for this work was only: 


$10,500. The present bill appropriates $14,500, 


For Grand Haven harbor, Lake Michigan, only 
the trifling sum of $2,000 was appropriated last: 
year. This bill proposes to appropriate $20,000, 
and the estimated cost is $162,126. $ 

For Black Lake harbor, Lake Michigan, :the 
sum of $8,000 was appropriated last year. This 
bill proposes to appropriate $20,500, and the esti- 
mated cost is $97,225. ge 

For New Buffalo harbor, Lake Michigan, the 
sum of $8,000 was appropriated last year. This 


‘bill gives $16,000, and the estimated cost: is 


$104,267. 

For Michigan City harbor, $20,000 were ap- 
propriated last year. This bill proposes $19,000, 
and the estimated cost is $77,619. | But, accord- 
ing to the plan of the agent having charge of the 
work, and he is highly complimented in: the 
official reports upon his skill, the cost will be 
$321,000. 

Rockland harbor, Maine, is to receive by this 
bill $15,000, and the estimated cost is $179,183. 

For the Hudson river, there was appropriated 
last year $50,000. This bill proposes to give 
$50,000 more, and the estimated cost is $450,986. 

For New Castle, Delaware, $15,000 was last ` 
year appropriated, and $15,000 more is proposed z 
by: this bill. The estimated cost is $56,000. 

For Patapsco, Maryland, $20,000 was appro" 
priated by the last Congress. This bill proposes 
$50,000, and the estimated cost is $390,000. 1" 

For the Appomattox river, in Virginia, $22,500 
was appropriated last year, and this bill gives 
$50,000. The estimated cost is $115,000. 

For the Breakwater across Croatan sound, North 
Carolina, $50,000. was appropriated last year, aud? 


this:bill proposes. $50,000 more; and yet General 
Pouten reports that unless: the plan is changed it 
will cest. two millions more than the one which 
he suggests for accomplishing the desired. object 
ofsreopening the communication -between Aibe- 
marie sound and the Atlantic ocean. : 

“My, SHAW; (interrupting.). Tdesire to say to 
the gentleman that,so faras that particular:-work 
is-concerned, there is. a report: in the Department 
which shows that. the work can be accomplished 
for $500;000. 

Mr. MILLSON. -Iwas about to state that fact, 
and had commenced stating it, when the gentleman 
interrupted . me. But, General Totten declares 
that the construction of the work on the plan pre- 


seribed. by Congress would cost $2,000,000: mare- 
than the plan which he recommends, the cost of 


which’ he estimates at $500,000. 
plan which has been sanctioned by Congress will 
cost $2,500,000; and from what I have heard, I 
think I may say there.is scarcely a practical man 
who believes that the object can be accomplished 
at.all, upon any plan, or at any cost. 

Ma. SHAW. I will say to the gentleman that 
the Department does not proposeto construct this 
work according to the plan which the gentleman 
says will. cost $2,500,000. Itis not proposed to 
expend the money already appropriated in that 
particular way. 

Mr. MILLSON. I know that. But J am show- 
ing how poor a judge Congress is upon these sub- 
jects, and that it has twice proposed to effect this 
object of reopening a communication between 
Albemarle sound and the ocean, by appropria- 
ting on two several oceasions $50,000" for the 
breakwater across Croatan sound, and that, ac- 
cording to General Totten’s report, it will require 
for its construction $2,500,000. tt is now pro- 
posed, however,to abandon thatscheme altogether, 
and to adopt a new plan. 

The five western improvements that T have re- 
ferred to, and for which, in the commencement, 
only the modest aggregate sum of about $48,000 
was appropriated, are now estimated to cost up- 
wards of $500,000, while the six Atlantic im- 
provements for which only about $200,000 have as 

et been appropriated, are now estimated to cost, 
ff constructed upon the plans contemplated by 
Congress, nearly $4,060,000. 

Mr. HAVEN. For the purpose of enabling 
meto make a few remarks, I move to increase the 
appropriation in the amendment five dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, I wil! not trouble the committee 
again to-day while they are engaged upon the 
items of this bill; I desire to say to the friends of 
this bill, and also to the enemies of the bill, who 
are in favor of forwarding the business of the 
House, that, in my judgment, the only wise 
course they can pursue is to vote upon the items 
contained in the bill as reported by the Committee 
on Commerce, and allow nothing to induce them 
to give a vote that shall change the items as re- 
ported, or in any way alter the bill. I will 
remark to the committee, that this is rather a hard 
bill in reference to the section of country from 
which I come, particularly in reference to the 
northern lakes and rivers; but, nevertheless, I shall 
not trouble them with any proposition to amend. 
I feel the only chance for the bill is to refrain from 
doing so. It is a pretty liberal bill for the valley 
of the Mississippi, and I am glad that it is so. 
But let me say to the friends of the bill again—for 
itis advice that cannot be too often reperted—that 
if they desire to carry it through this House, they 
had, in my opinion, better vote upon it now, as 
reported by the committee, with the few amend- 
ments already voted in, and not encumber it with 
additional appropriation or provisions. 

Phe bill as it now stands appropriates about 
$2,500,000, perhaps a little less. I am ready to 
vote for itasitis. If ithad appropriated a slightly 
larger sum, I-should still be willing to vote for 
it. Under the existing circumstances, $3,000,000 
would not be too much, if judiciously expended. 
But, sir, | appeal to the friends and to the enemies 
of the bill, to those who wish it to pass, and to 
those who are opposed to it, but are desirous to 
have it out of the way for the benefit of other 
pressing business, to allow it to come to a vote 
at. the earliest possible moment. There are but 
twenty-two days of the present session of Con- 
gress left; and with the sultry weather that-pre- 
vails, we shall find it difficult to get through with 
the necessary business of the session. While, 


He says the 


| therefore, I am a strong friend of these internal im- 
| provements, and while I would be willing to vote 
i for a bill somewhat more liberal, yet, inasmuch as 
| this bill has undergone the mature consideration of 
the Committee on Commerce, which has reported 
it- am willing to vote for it-as it is, and I 
hope gentlemen will notundertake to press ameng- 
ments upon it. Sir, amendments, T am sure, will 
ruin it; the true friends of judicious and proper 
internat improvements, | think, may well justify 
themselves in foregoing all efforts toamend under 
the circumstances, and vote at once and directly 
upon what the bill contains. 

| shall desire to offer an amendment to the 
second section when the items are disposed of; 
but until then T am content to vote without debate, 
and with entire constancy to keep the bill as itis. 

Mr. MILLSON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
amend the amendment of my colleague (Mr. Ricu- 
arson] by increasing the appropriation P5,000: 

1 desire to say to the committee that I concur 
most cordially in the remarks which have just 
fallen from the gentleman from New York. I, too, 
am a sincere friend of this bill, and I desire to 
see it disposed of at an early moment; and I do 
not intend to again trouble the committee; but 
in the passage of the bill, I also am anxious to see 
justice done to. the Mississippi valley; and I be- 
lieve that the amendment offered by my colleague 
is founded in justice and in right; and I am glad 
that the subject has been brought to the consider- 
ation of the committee by him. l want the bill 
passed, even if Icannotget all E desire, for various 
reasons. Thereis one reason why I desire to see 
this bill’ pass upon which {£ will say & word. Inj 
the sixteenth line of the first section of this bill I 
see there is an appropriation of $15,000 to im- 
prove the harbor of the village of Dubuque, Iowa, 
which has been agreed to by the committee. That 
item establishes a very important principle for us 
jon the Mississippi, and, if sanctioned by the 
| House and by the President, I hope we shall hear 
no more about the unconstitutionality of appropri- 
ations for rivers and. harbors in contradisunction 
to harborsof refuge. I believe in the constitution- 
ality of all such improvements, whether the har- 
bors be on salt water or on the fresh water of the 
Mississippi. lwant to see the principle which 
we have incorporated in this bill sanctioned by an 
approval of the item for Dubuque harbor, so we 
can avail ourselves of it hereafter, as applied to 
other river hurbors of more importance. 

Now let me refer for a moment to the position 
taken by my colleague from the Chicago district, 
[Mr. Wenrwortn.] He tells this committee 
that the estimates sent us from the Department of 
$18,000 are sufficient to carry out the purposes of 
the Government in reference to these improve- 
ments of the Mississippi rapids. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 said no such thing. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Well, sir, my colleague 
at least said this amount was sufficient to sat- 
isfy him for the present. Fie thinks that sum 
| enough to appropriate for the present session of 
Congress. I am supprised that he, representing 
a district bordering the Rock river rapids, should 
make such a statement in reference to this im- 
provement. ! 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Will my colleague 
allow me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Certainly. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I did not say that 
$18,000 was sufficient to complete the improve- 
ment of the Rock river rapids. But I think my 
colleague and myself had better leave our Bun- 
combe at home. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. There is certainly no 
necessity for my colleague to leave any Buncombe ; 
athome; he hasenoughtherealready. But, sir, I 
will not speak for Buncombe, but I will speak here 
and elsewhere for justice to my section of the coun- 
try, even if there be no other person to raise his 
voice. Living,asit were, on the banks of the Mis- 
sissippi,and knowing the wants of the peoplethere, 
I intend that they shall be heard through me. If 
my colleague wishes to take issue with me as to | 
the justice or the propriety of this increase of ap- 
propriation for the improvement indicated, let 
| him say it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I take the responsi- 
bility of standing by the estimates. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. My colleague speaks 


page 227 of the documents accompanying the Pres- 
ident’s message, third part, he 
of Colonel Long, which gives $250,000 for each 
of these rapids. ‘Phose are estimates founded on 
the report of Colonel Lee, and I contend they 
should govern here. The gentleman refers con- 
stantly to the “estimates,” and says we ought to 
stand by them. If good in one case, they ought 
to be good in all. How is it in reference to the 
estimates for improving the harbor of Waukegan, 
in my district? The local agent of the Govern- 
ment to construct that work, Mr. W. W. Gamble, 
a very competent men, as Cunderstand, asked an 
appropriation of $32,000 to complete the work; 
and he says in his report “ that it would be very 
desirable, both for economy and utility, to have 
this amount-appropriated by Congress at its next 
session.” Have the ‘estimates’? made by this 
officer, the officer proper to make them, been 
adopted by the Committee.on Commerce? No, 
sir, the amount of his estimate has been cut down 
one half—to $16,000. Why this neglect to come 
up to the proper estimate for an important work. 
on the lake upon the shores of which my colleague 
lives? Why deny a harbor to those brave men 
who face the perils and dangers of our hazardous 
lake navigation, those courageous and hardy tars 
«Whose march is offe mountain wave, 
Whose home is on the deep ?” 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. LETCHER. I have sought the floor with 
a view of trying to keep the peace. Iam appre- 
hensive that something serious will grow out of 
the difficulty between the two gentlemen from Mi. 
nois. Probably it may lead to bloodshed. [Langh- 
ter.] Ft will certainly lead to a personal explana- 
tion. Let me suggest to gentlemen one thing 
worthy of consideration, and that is, it is pleasant 
to see brethren dwelling together in unity. [Re- 
newed laughter.] : 

I regret very much to see these two gentlemen 
from Illinois wooling each other in the most ap- 

roved fashion. ‘The gentleman over the way 
Mr. Wasnpurne] complains that his part of Hi- 
nois has not got ample justice. The other gentle- 
man says that his part has not got justice, but he 
is for standing by the Government estimates. He 
says that patriotism requires he should: do so. 
Now, sir, I pity the poor fellow in this body who 
avows his purpose to stand by the Government 
estimates. | really, sincerely, and devoutly pity 
him, and particularly if he has to defend all the 
Government estimates when he goes home. 
[Laughter.] Ido not know how it would do in 
jllinois. 1 do not know how it would do in Wau- 
kegan, but I apprehend that if they got all that 
was recommended by the Government they would 
be pretty well satisfied. But, I take it, when he 
got to the county of Scott, State of Virginia, 
where the chairman resides, he would find some 
difficulty in demonstrating that Government esti- 
mates were exactly such, in all instances, as ought 
to be sustained. So it will be, I apprehend, with 
a good many others who now hold seats upon 
this floor. 

What patriotism has to do with an adherence 
to Government estimates, I do not exactly know. 
It strikes me that patriotism, as understood now- 
a-days, consists in getting out of the Government 
all you can for your own particular district. 
{Laughter.] That seems to be the definition as 
settled by the gentleman behind me, (Mr. Went- 
wortH.] He goes for getting ail he can; but he 
tells the committee it is. better to take what is in 
this bill. Do not attempt to amend it, Do not 
be adding here and there, for if you do you may 
probably sink the bill, ‘ I want,” says the gen- 


| tleman, “toget the President committed to the 


policy. Iwant him to sanction the bill, and to 
recognize the principle that the harbors on the 
Mississippi can be improved.” I do not know 
what the President will do; but I am persuaded 
that his action, as President, will conform to his 
action as member of this House. —_. 

Thope that the President will do the country the 
service of sending ina veto here to check this sys- 
tem. J imagine that he will do with this bill as 
he did with the indigent insane bill, and I do not 
know any more suitable time when a veto could 
comein. I think it would be of vast service to the 
country, and to the Democratic party, at this par- 
ticular moment, to veto this bill, and to veto 
some of these railroad bills, and espevially that 


a 
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States- right Cape Fear bill which passed here the | 


other day. [Laughter.] He should 
to something like first principles. 

Mr. HAVEN. How about the $10,000,000? 

Mr. LETCHER. So far as the ten million 
bill is concerned, we have ample consideration for 
the appropriation. The President has signed that, 
and he has acted wisely in doing so. Thope that 
he will continue to give evidences of wisdom, and 
that he will veto this river and harbor bill, which 
conflicts with his States-right course as a mem- 
ber of this House, and the Senate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I movetoamend the amend- 
ment by increasing the amount five dollars. 

I offer it for the purpose of saying a word in 
reply to my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Lercuer,| 
who seems to have taken the principles of the 
Administration and the Democratic party under 
his especial keeping. I know that my friend is 
very sincere, and that he advocates his proposi- 
tions with a great deal of ardor. He denies the 
constitutional power of Congress to make im- 
provements for rivers and harbors, those great 
natural. arteries of commerce, and one would think 
from the number of speeches he makes to illus- 
trate his point, and from the manner in which he 
alludes to gentlemen of the Democratic party who 
do not believe with him, that he never supported 
a proposition of this kind. I ask the gentleman, 
and | would like to have him answer it, whether 
he was not a member of the committee of confer- 
ence, a few days ago, which reported to this 
House in favor of allowing an appropriation of 
$40,000 to pay for the survey made by Governor 
Stevens for a line of railroad to the Pacific? Iask 
him whether, on the call of the yeas and nays, he 
did not vote for that report taking $40,000 out of 
the Treasury—to do what? To pay the engineers 
for carrying their levels over the wilderness, and 
to pay Irishmen for driving stakes into the soil, 
marking upon them with red chalk the amount to 
cut away and the amount to fill. Having voted 
for that proposition, E now put the question to 
him, if it be constitutional to pay Irishmen for 
driving stakes, out of the Treasury, why is it not 
constitutional to vote money to pay them for 
shoveling the gravel on the road itself, and why 
is it not constitutional to take the snags out of the 
great Mississippi river, and improve rivers and 
harbors? 

It will be full time forthe gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to read members out of the Democratic 
party, and claim to be the exponent of the princi- 
ples of party, when he can show himself to be 
consistent upon the record. Until then, for one, 
I object to hearing his lectures, and I object to his 
reading any man out of his own party who votes 
for these appropriations, especially after the vote 
he has given in favor of an appropriation of 


then get back 


$40,000 for driving stakes upon that Pacific rail-- 


road. I hope the honorable gentleman will explain 
this thing to the satisfaction of the committee, or 
at least cease this thing of reading gentlemen out 
of his own party because they support this bill. 
Mr. LETCHER obtained the floor; but yielded 


t to 

Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to say but one word. 
As to the appropriation for the Cape Fear river, 
to which the gentleman from Virginia has alluded, 
I consider that it stands upon a totally different 
footing from thé bill under consideration. 1 voted 
for the improvement of the Cape Fear river, for 
the reason that the Government put the obstruc- 
tion there, and I hold that if the Government puts 
an obstruction in any place, it is our duty to re- 


move it. 

Mr. LETCHER. I have no doubt that the 
Democratic party of this House, particularly 
those gentlemen who have been read out of the 
party, will be under lasting obligations to thegen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. CamPBELL] for his volun- 
teer defense of them upon this occasion. It oc- 
curred to me if there was one particular act for 
which a member of this House should be entitled 
to especial thanks, it would be that he has read 


i 


out of. the party a portion of those who are nom- | 


inally connected with the Democratic party, and 
had turned them over to the Whig party, which 
party at this present moment, seems to be in a 
distressed condition, not strong enough to make 
an impression upon the country. When I under- 
take to lay down my views, and read gentlemen 
out of the party, he says, it gives him pain and 
makes him rather uneasy. He regrets to hear 


‘| Is it not a source of pleasure to him at all times, 


such language coming from me. Why? What 
is there in all this that particularly disturbs him ? 


to receive recruits, come from whatever quarter 
they may? - : 

But the gentleman wishes to know if I was not 
on the committee of conference in the early part 
of the session in regard to the deficiency bill. I 
was a member of that committee, and if the 
gentleman will take the trouble to inquire he will 
find that upon the proposition relating to the 
surveys made by Governor Stevens for a route to | 
the Pacific I opposed it, and my vote was given 
in opposition to it. At the same time, the gentle- 
man will also ascertain this fact, that, after having 
shown my hostility to this appropriation, I then 
voted for the deficiency bill, in order that debts 
justly due by the Government to her creditors 
might be paid. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The whole amount of 
what l said is, that the gentleman opposed it first 
as he does now, very warmly, but when he came 
to a tight place, to wit, on the question, in the 
House, of the adoption ofthe report of the com- 
mittee of conference, he caved in. 

Mr. LETCHER. l voted against the appro- 
priation on the committee of conference. + 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I have been doing 
the gentleman an injustice. But did he vote “no” 
on the question of its adoption by the House? 

Mr. LETCHER. | tell the gentleman that 
when the question came before the House, I did 
vote for the adoption of the report, and I gave 
him my reasons for “caving in,” as he calls it. 

Mr. PRESTON. I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I have no doubt that the 
Democratic party will be under special obligations 
to my friend in front of me, [Mr. CAMPBELL, | and 
to my friend on my right, (Mr. Presron,] who 
seem to be coming to the rescue, for the interest 
they have shown on behalfof that party just now. 
The latter gentleman wants to conciliate gentle- 
men of that party, L suppose, in his anxiety for 
the carrying out of the appropriation for the Lou- 
isville castom-house. [Laughter.] I do not know 
how else to account for the interference of the 
gentleman at this particular time. But it seems 
that these gentlemen hunt in pairson this occasion. 

The question was taken on Mr. CAMPBELL’s 
amendment to an amendment; and it was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to make a mo- | 
tion for the purpose of getting this bill out ofcom- 


mittee. | 
The CHAIRMAN. What proposition does || 
the gentleman make? | 

Mr. GREENWOOD. The proposition which 
I desire to make is a motion to strike out the en- || 
acting clause of this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair informs the 
gentleman there is still an amendment pending to 
the bill. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. Well, I hope the vote || t 


will be taken on it at once. 

The question was taken on Mr. RICHARDSON’S 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Inow make the motion 
that I have indicated. -l 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must inform | 
the gentleman that this motion has been submitted, 
and decided in the negative. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. That was on yesterday. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot enter- 
tain the motion to-day. 


Mr. EASTMAN. I offer the following amend- || 
ment: ` 

For completing the improvement of Grant river slough, 
on the Mississippi river, at Potosi, Wisconsin, which was 
commenced under the act of June 15, 1844, $20,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
of the gentleman whether there isan existing law 
directing appropriations for this purpose ? 

Mr. EASTMAN. By the act of June 15, 
1844, a section of land was granted by Congress 
for the improvement at this point on the Missis- 
sippi river. And that has been expended, | pre- 
sume, therefore, this amendment is in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 contend that the 
amendment is not in order. There was merely 
a section of land appropriated to this object. 

The CHAIRMAN. While the Chair con- 
fesses that the point is rather doubtful, still he is 
of opinion that the amendment is not in order. 

(Gries of “ Read on!’} 


and 


Mr. GREENWOOD. T think the Ghair has 
misunderstood the grounds on which I. desire to 
make the motion to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. ae Pye 


The CHAIRMAN. Well, the Chair will hear 


‘the gentleman from Arkansas. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I understand the Chair 
to have decided just now, on m ainouncing the 
character of the motion which ‘f desired to make 
in reference to this bill, that the motion to § i 
out the enacting clause could hot be renewed 20° > 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair'so decided. 

Mr, GREENWOOD. ‘For the reason that on 
yesterday the Chair bad decided that motion in 
order, and it was rejected. eae ae 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘If the gentleman will al> 
low the Chair, he will state the facts as they oc- 
curred. The Chair eritertained the motion, and 
put the question to a vole. The committee voted 
the proposition down, and therefore the Chair 
must conform to that judgment of the committee, 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Then I was laboring 
under.a mistake. But I desire to understand thè 
facts; for I think I am correct,’and that the Chair 
misunderstood me. The Chair was sustained 
upon the appeal, and the question was put to the 
committee, upon the motion to strike out the en- 
acting clause of the bill, and it was lost. tf bam 
correct in this, | have a right again to take: the 
motion to strike out the enacting clause. 8 7 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair again repeats 
that he entertained the proposition yesterday to 
strike out the enacting clause. The motion was 
put, and it was voted down by the committee; 
now the Chair cannot entertain a question 
which conflicts with the former decision of the 
committee. 

Mr. WALSH. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
if I understand him to decide that, inasmuch as 
the motion to strike out the enacting clause was 
decided adversely yesterday, it cannot be re- 
newed to-day? $ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so decides: 

Mr. HENN. I would inquire of the Chair if 
the committee may not have changed their opin- 
ion, and may not vote differently torday from what 
they did yesterday ? ne 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, the Chair cannot 
say as to that, They may or they may not. The 
Chair decides that it cannot consistently again en- 
tertain the same motion, 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. GOODE. Allow me to say to the gentle- 
man from Arkansas, that it is not in order to go 
back upon the bill. The enacting words are in 
the first lines of the bill; and itis not in our power 
to go back to them now. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


I take an appeal from 


The Chair must call the 
gentleman to order, The question is not. debat- 
able. The question is, ‘Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 


ee?” 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I withdraw the appeal. 
Mr. WALSH. If an amendment is now in 


| order, I offer the following: 


For the completion of a light-house at Chittenango, 
Madison county, New York, $5,327 39. 

{Laughter.] . 

Mr. PRESTON T rise to a question of order. 
The light-house bill is not under consideration 
yet; and further, there has been, no previous ap- 
propriations for that ork. (Laughter.] . 

Mr. WALSH. It is a work of internal im- 
provement. TIE aon 

The CHAIRMAN, TheChair would inquire 
of the gentleman from New York if there is any 
law providing for the construction of this work? 

Mr. WALSH. I have not looked into the 
matter yet; but if there’is not, it must have been 
a gross oversight. {Laughter.] A light-house 
there is quite as democratic and quite as necessary 
as two thirds of these Jog-rolling appropriations. 
If it is not necessary to protect the many valuable 
lives navigating the turbid waters of the Erie’ 
canal, it will, at least, put money into the pockets 
of same contractors. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the 
amendment to be out of order, unless the gentle- 
man can show that there is an existing-law au- 
thorizing the work. 

Mr. SKELTON. 


I offer the following amend- 
ment: a 
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-For the ‘continuation of the system of protecting human 
life from shipwreck, as heretofore established by life-boats 
on thé New Jersey coast, $20,000. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Minois.. Į rise to a 
question of order. That amendment. is. clearly 
notin order. - : 

Mr. SKELTON. I wilksay that it is in-ac- 
cordance with the recommendation of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. -This is to continue the } 
system for the protection of human life hereto- | 
fore established by law...“ .. | 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I make the point of 
order that the appropriations in this bill are to be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of |i 
War. The estimates the gentleman presents are || 
from the Secretary of the Treasury. I submit, 
further, that the amendment is not germane to the 
bill. ‘The title itself shows that itis not. * 

Mr. SKELTON. If a question of order is 
raised, I desire to discuss it. . 
~ The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that | 
the amendment is not in order, for the reason that 
it is not germane to the bill; and he further de- 
cides that the question of order is not debatable. i 

Mr. SKELTON. Well, sir, I desire to say to 
the House, that it is not in order to protect the 
New Jersey coast by any bill. 

[Cries of “ Order !’] 

Mr. JONES, of New York. I move to amend 
by inserting after the words ‘extra expenses,” 
in the forty-third line of the first section of the 
bill, the words “and so forth,” so that the para- 
graph will read: 

For the preservation of public property, and contingen- | 
cies of western river improvements, and for commutation | 
of transportation of baggage, and of quarters and fuel of | 
officers in cases no lor provided for by the quartermas 
ter’s department, and forallowances tomect extra expenses, 
and so forth, under the special direction of the Secretary of 
War, $10,000. 

Mr. Chairman, I offer my amendment in all | 
good faith, Though [ have read the section over 
and aver again, I have not been able to determine 
inmy own mind what it exactly means. There 
is nothing in it of importance, if we ‘except the || 
provision of $10,000 for the transportation of the | 
Däegage of those selected by the Government for 
the superintendence of these improvements. I 
suppose that it is intended for the winter service; 
and everybody knows that that service, instead of || 
being at these works, is in attending balls, parties, || 
and concerts, in the western cities and towns. I || 
understand that the item of baggage transporta- || 
tion is a very large one in the expenditures of the 
War Department. This, then, is placed here so 
that the engineers of the Army may get $10,000 
more than they would otherwise. i 

I was one of the forlorn hope of which the |: 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Minison] was the | 
leader. I was one of the thirty-nine’ Democrats |: 
who voted with him on his proposition. The 
question was raised yesterday, that this was a 
general appropriation bill, The Chair decided |i 
thatit was. 1 had, at the time, strong doubts of M 
the fact, but they were entirely removed when I | 
read this section. It is undoubtedly a general || 


bill, for it applies to everything under heaven, so |: 


Mr. LILLY. I move to strike out the entire | 
section. ij 


persons employed; I therefore think it should be 
stricken out, 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan: -I-am opposed | 


to the striking out. 
The motion was rejected. 
The following clause was then read: 


“ For current expenses of the steam dredge on Lake Cham- 
plain, $7,500.79 - 


Mr. SKELTON. I propose to strike out that 


| clause. Ido so, because I believe, according to 
| the decision of the Chairman and the committee, 
that this appropriation is not in order, and there- 


fore I think it should be stricken out of the bill. 
When an appropriation is demanded for the pur- 
pose of protecting lives—-— . j 

Mr. COX. Task the Chair if it is debatable 
as a question of order? The gentleman from New 
Jersey makes a point of order, and then proceeds 
to debate it. 

Mr. SKELTON. I was about to give my rea- 
sons why the clause I propose to strike out is not 
in order. It seems to be in order for gentlemen 
to make speeches, showing who are and who are 
not. Democrats——— : j 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the gentleman from New Jersey is in order. 

Mr. SKELTON. Iwas about to show, when 


| E was interrupted, that it was not in order for the 


committee to make such an appropriation as is 
contained in thisclause; for, in the opinion of the 
committee, it is not in order to make any appro- 
priation. for the safety and protection of human 
life. l contend that these dredge boats are in- 
tended for the protection of those who navigate 
Lake Champlain, just as‘the surf boats upon the 
Jersey coast are intended to protect the lives of 
those who sail upon that coast, and therefore an 
amendment making an appropriation for this pur- 
pose is notin order. Asthe committee have ruled 
my amendment out of order, they will rule this 


amendment out of order also, and make this bill |! 


a bill for the improvement of rivers and harbors, 
and not for the protection of human lives. Jam 
satisfied, as l have been ruled out upon a former 
occasion, when I offered an amendment to the civil 


and diplomatie bill, making an appropriation for | 


life boats upon the Jersey coast, that all amend- 
ments of this kind will not only be ruled out of 
this bill, but out of every other appropriation bill. 
I wish the decision of the Chair and the commit- 
tee to be known, not only here, but through- 
out the country, that this House is determined, 
through thick and thin, to make no appropriation 
for the protection of human life, but rather to 
squander money upon office-holders and office- 
seekers. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


gentleman from New, Jersey out of order. The 


Chair, upon reflection, is inclined to the opinion |: 


that the amendment might be regarded in order as 
an independent section, but does not regard it as 
germane to the amendment then pending. 

Mr. HUGHES. Iam in favor of this bill, and 


i I do not propose to consume unnecessarily the 


time of the Flouse initsdiscussion. Iam opposed 
to the amendment of the gentleman from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Sxeirox,] particularly as its effect 
falls rather hard on the section of the country 
which I have the honor to represent. There are 
$7,500 appropriated in this bill for the current ex- 
penses of the dredge boat on Lake Champlain. 
Some two years ago $20,000 was appropriated to 
build that dredge boat. - It is lying there to-day, 


lupin the harbor at Whitehal!, useless, because 


there is no money on hand to work the boat with. 


| This $7,500 is to put tha: boat in operation; and 


it is now a question whether the boat shall be 
allowed to rot at the dock, or whether, by the act 


| of the committee, this small. pittance shall be ap- 
, plied to put it in motion. 
good sense of this committee, 1 shall not take up 


Knowing, as I do, the 


its time in advocating this appropriation which has 


been recommended by the Secretary of War; but 
Task a vote upon.the question. 


Mr. SKELTON. 1 withdraw my motion to 


strike out. 


Mr. SMITH, of New York. I move, Mr. 
Chairman, to add $50,000 to the appropriation for 
the harbor of Oswego. 

Oswego does a much larger custom-house busi- 
ness than any other town in the nation, where the 


cheap and frail piers built by Government. And 
were they, now, to call on Government for repa y- 
ment, they would be as unjustly dealt with as 
was Wilmington day before yesterday, when the 


| It was with some reluc- | 
i tance that the Chair ruled the amendment of the 


seétion, making like repayment, was strack out 
of the Cape Fear river bill. For Government to 
draw revenue from our harbors, and, yet, to re- 
fuse to keep them in repair, and to compel the 
people, who live where the harbors are, to keep 
| them in repair, is what I cannot see to be honest. 
Thus to benefit the Treasury, or, in other words, 
the whole nation, at the expense of particular 
localities and small communities, is, in my eye, 
nothing short of downright fraud. 

But I have been asked, during the-discussion of 
this bill, with what consistency i can advocate the 
improvement of rivers and harbors, at the hands 
of the Federal Government, seeing that I have for 
years advocated, both with my lips and pen, that 
they be improved by States and smaller communi- 
ties, and not by the Federal Government? It is 
true that I would have such work done by other 
and more suitable agents than the Federal Gov- 
ernment. It has never been economically and well 
done by that Government: and ‘it‘never will be 
economically dnd’well done by that Government. 
it is a work that cannot be properly performed, 
at arins-length. It isa work that can be properly 
performed by those only, who, to use another 
familiar phrase, are on the spot. The Federal Gov- 
ernment, because so great, is too unwieldy for 
such a work: and, because it is so remote from the 
work, an adequate sense of responsibility cannot 
be brought home toit. I object to such work in 
the hands of the Government, if only because 
such work tends to centralization, and to undue 
Federal power. I object to it, if only because it 
affords immense room for corrupting both Gov- 
ernment and people. 

Gladly would 1 vote, this day, to have the Fed- 
eral Government, provided it would surrender all 
claims to revenue from our harbors, stand entirely 
aside from the whole work of improving them. 
But just so long as that Government will tax us 
| for using our own harbors, just so long 1 can do 

no less than insist, that Government shall put, 
‘and keep, them in proper condition. lam no more 
i| inconsistent here than I am in the case of custom- 
houses. So long as Government shall adhere to 
the injustice of supporting itself by customs; and 
so long as the people shall be foolish enough to let 
Government do so, so long I shall be in favor of 
' having Government erect safe and suitable build- 
ings for custom-houses, instead of having it lease 
such as are unsafe and unsuitable. Hence, al- 
_ though if 1 could have my will, and if my theories 
of Government could prevail, there would not be 
a custom-house on the earth; I, nevertheless, 
feel myself to be guilty of no inconsistency in 
calling upon Government to erect custom-houses. 
: So, too, in the case of rivers and harbors, whilst 
| Government claims, and with the acquiescence of 
the people, the exclusive control, and the exclu- 
sive revenues, of them; I feel, that Government 
is, not only to be permitted, but to be required to 
improve them. 

I moved an increase of $50,000. That sum, 
together with the $21,000, which the bill provides 
for, would be none too much to put the harbor of 
Oswego in such a state, as its very great and very 
rapidly growing business demands. 

I desive the success of this bill. The security 
of life and property requires it. Instead of the 
: totalsum appropriated by this bill being too large, 
I would have Government, another year, expend 
ia much larger sum on these and similar objects, 
: providing it shall not do the far juster and better 
_ thing of surrendering the work into the hands of 
he proper agents—the States and smaller com- 
munities. 

I did not offer my amendment, with the view 
of its adoption. Indeed, I am persuaded that the 
| success of the bill would be greatly endangered 
li by amending it. It is safer and wiser to follow 
| the estimates, and to walk in the track of the 


Department. I withdraw my amendment. 
| Mr. FLAGLER. I offer the following amend- 
: ment: 


After line sixty-five insert : 

ią Tor improving the harbor at the mouth of the Twelve 
i Mite creek, on Lake Ontario, according to survey of J. W. 
_ Judson, civil engineer; in pursuance of law, $5,006, to be 
| expended under direction.of the Secretary of War. 


i Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois, I raise a 
| question of order upon.that amendment. There 
is no law providing for the construction of that 
work. : ` ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
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of the gentleman from New York as to the. facts 
in reference to that matter. - 

Mr. FLAGLER. There is alaw authorizing 
a survey. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must rule this 
amendment out of order. The fact of a survey 
having been made does not authorize the con- 
struction of the work. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I-also offer the following 
amendment: : i 

Add at the end of line sixty-nine, the words: 

‘And such portion of said sum as the Secretary of War 
may judge expedient, shall be expended in deepening the 


channel at the mouth of the T'welve Mile creek, on Lake 
Ontario. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I raise 
the same point of order upon that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules it out of 
order upon the same ground. 

Mr. WADE. I offer the following amend- 
ment: r 


In line eighty-three strike out ‘‘ten,”? and insert the words 
“twenty-five,” 


For continuing the improvement of the harbor of | 
Cleveland, Ohio, on Lake Erie, $25,000. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise for the purpose of asking | 
the committee to increase the appropriation for 
continuing the iniprovements at the harbor of 
Cleveland, reported. by this bill, 1 am aware, 
sir, that the Secretary of the Treasury has recom- 
mended the smaller sum, for the reason, that the 
appropriation made by the last Congress, for the | 
improvement of thisimportant harbor, has not yet 
been fully expended. Jamaware also, Mr. Chair- 
man, of the solicitude of the friends of this bill, | 
that this House should not go beyond the recom- | 
mendations of the Department, lest by asking too 
much we hazard all. I respect this suggestion, 
and feel great reluctance to depart from it, even 
when I feel the fullest assurance that the appro- 
priation is wholly inadequate. Still, sir, l feel 
very confident that neither the Committee on Com- 
merce nor the Department, are aware of the import- 
ance of the harbor of Cleveland, in a commercial 
point of view; nor of the decaying, very ruinous 
condition of the public works at this point. 

Sir, I shall hardly gain credit for my statements 
when I assure the committee that the coastwise 
or domestic commerce of this port, from the open- 
ing to the close of navigation, during the season 
of 1853, a period of about seven months, amounted 
to more than one hundred millions of dollars; | 
and yet, sir, I am here prepared with a full and | 
detailed statement of one of the most upright and 
accurate individuals in the public service, the 
deputy collector of that port, (Mr. D. W. Cross,) | 
showing such to be the fact. The number of | 
vessels entering this port during that season, coast- 
wise, was 2,563, the tonnage of whichjamounted to 
1,230,240 tons; the number of seamen 46,134. 
The clearances of vessels coastwise for the same 
period were 2,557; tonnage 1,227,360; seamen 
46,026. The number of vessels engaged in the 
foreign trade during the same period was—-Amer- | 
ican vessels entered, 367, tonnage 49,236 tons, | 
seamen 2492; British vessels entered 92, tonnage | 
10,360, seamen 605—making a total of 459 Amer- | 
ican and foreign vessels entering this port; tonnage | 
59,576; and seamen 3,097. | 

The clearances of vessels in the foreign trade | 
were 360; tonnage, 43,812; seamen, 2,527. Total | 
vessels engaged in the coastwise and foreign trade, | 
entered and cleared, 5,919, being between twen- 

| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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i 
| 
\ 
| 
—so as to make the clause read, | 
l 
j 
| 


ty-eight and twenty-nine daily, during the entire 
season of navigation, the tonnage of which was 
9,550,008. Seamen entering and clearing, coast- 
wise and in the foreign trade, for the same period, 
97,784. Value of the domestic and foreign im- 
ports and exports, $86,969,572. To which, in 
order to show the business of Cleveland, should : 
be added upwards of $15,000,000 of imports by ! 
railroad. f 
The net revenue collected on property imported ; 
into this port from foreign countries, as I have it | 
from the Register of the Treasury, for the four | 
years ending June 30, 1853, was as follows: i 
1850.. essoroseesresornesreceee es. $64,324 | 
TOS E A asedee 53,895 | 
YE5Q. sudant arenen ies 


sas cas G50 | 
— | 
$267,348 


escenes 84,112 | 


i| piers, the mouth of the river would be perpetually 


j| for several hundred feet, by unequal sinking, and 


| estimate of ten shillings, would be no more ab- | 


of Cleveland. 
the harbor, to improve which this appropriation 
is sought. This harbor is formed by two piers 
extended from the east and west margins of the 
Cuyobuque river, at its confluence with the lake, 
for several hundred feet in the lake. Without the 


obstructed by an impassable bar; and there would 
be no protection whatever for shipping against 
the violence of the winds and waves from. the open 
lake, at this point some sixty miles in. width, 
with but the shelter of island or promontory. The 
western pier was built wholly of wood and sanken 
cribs, filled with small stones. This pier receives 
the whole force of the violent northwestern gales 
which prevail in spring and autumn. This is 
now nearly demolished, and unless speedily re- 
paired, will in a short time be entirely swept 
away. The eastern pier is of stone. By theaction 
of floods driving out the sandand wood on which 
the pier is based, it is now breaking away, and 


by undermining, the stone is badly cracked—in 
many places broken; and in a very few years 
will inevitably fall into the channel of the river, 
and render entrance into the harbor utterly im- 
possible. These facts, sir, I know from personal 
examination. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish to say a word as to 
the propriety of increasing this appropriation. The 
last Congress appropriated for the continuance of 
the improvements on this harbor, $25,000. Owing 
to some doubt as to the title of the United States 
to land on which the eastern pier abutted, orders || 
were issued from the War Department to discon- 
tinue the work of repair; and no part of the ap- 
propriation was expended during the last season, 
excepting so much as has been applied to the uses 
of the superintending officer in charge, for such |; 
personal attention as he has given to this subject, 
and for preparing a plan for the work. The ex- 
pense of them I do not know, but have reason 
to believe that they have made a very sensible 
impression on the amount appropriated. 

But, sir, the expense.of repairs must have very 
greatly increased by the dilapidations of the works 
since the original appropriation was made; and 
there is not a doubt that the original appropri- 
ation, together with the sum proposed by the 
amendment, will all be needed to make this harbor 
what the necessities of its commerce demand. 
Besides, sir, those works, on which the appropri- 
ations of the Thirty-Second Congress have been || 
expended, are by this bill to receive a full, not a | 
meager “third allowance;” and, sir, | do not), 
clearly perceive why this harbor should not have 
its full measure of the justice of the Government, 
although the expenditure of the money should be 
delayed for a year. 

1 know it is said that when the money here- 
tofore appropriated, together with the $10,000 
provided in this bill, shall have been expended, it 
will be time enough to ask for more at the hand 
of Congress. This may be, sir; but ‘* one bird 
in the hand is worth two in the bush,” says the 


| $735,000. 


proverb; and on the wisdom of this homely maxim 

1 prefer to press this matter, than to repose on the 
contingencies of a future appropriation, depend- | 
ing, as it would, on a body, to speak tenderly of 
it, which, it must be conceded, is rather uncertain. || 
But, Mr. Chairman, it is said that the Govern- | 
ment works on this Cleveland harbor have cost ! 
| 
| 


many hundred per cent. over the original esti- 
mate. Why, yes, sir, they have; and certain 
gentlemen of congenital economy are opposed to | 
these appropriations, and this appropriation in || 
particuler, not because the sums expended have | 
not been needed—not because the sum now asked || 
for is not demanded by the pressing exigenciesof |; 
the case, but because the projector of this work in | 
1835 estimated the whole cost of the improvement | 
at only $10,000. Why, sir, to refuse your son, on 
his arriving at the age of majority, his ‘freedom 
suit,’’ costing, perhaps, fifty dollars, because his 
pantalets, when a child, were constructed on an 


expended on this harbor of Cleveland $123,000; | 
and since that time there will have been expended, 
when the appropriation of the last Congress is 
exhausted, $75,000 more, making in all $198,000. 
But, sir, as | have aiready shown to the commit- 
tee, there were collected from duties on imports 


| 
| 

i 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

surd. True, sir, from 1835 to 1842 there were | 
H 

i 

| 

i 

| 


[Here the hammer fell. ee 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. “I am opposed 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Ohioj:is 
Tam to nearly every appropriation in this bills Ë 
shall vote against this bill when iit comes up on 
its final passage, because 1-think that nine*ténths 
of the money appropriated by it might just as well 
be thrown into the bottom of the ocean, if itis to 
be expended in the manner in which such appro- 
priations have been expended heretofore. T have 
before mea report made by the Committee on 
Commerce in 1852.. I have also two other reports; 
one made in 1836, and the other in 1842, showing 
an extravagant waste of the public money, under 
the system of management heretofore pursued by 
this Government. 

I have not time to say what I would like to'say 
on that subject. But in this report there are enu- 
merated some twenty-three harbors, for which 
the original estimate of cost made by the engi- ` 
neers of the Government was only some $735,000. 
From the making out of the estimate to ‘the 
writing of the report in 1842, there had been 
expended on these twenty-three harbors ‘the 
enormous sum of ¢$2,382,000—more than ‘three 
times as much as the original estimate; and yet 
the officer of the Government who reported the 
estimates for that year to Congress, also reported 
that it would require to complete these works one 
million nine hundred and odd thousand dollars; 
which would make in all an expenditure of more 
than $4,315,000 on twenty-three harbor improve- 
ments, for which the original estimate was only 
I find in this present bill eleven of 
these harbor improvements, for which the sum of 
$220,500 is asked, in addition to what has al- 
ready been appropriated. The original estimate 
for these eleven harbor improvements was only 
$379,000. The amount expended on them. is 
$1,202,000, and the works are not yet completed. 

In the name of common sense, when are we: to 
stop at this rate? It all results from having im- 
provident and extravagant men in the manage- 
ment. In this report the committee speak -of 


| errors of calculation, gross negligence, and mis- 


management of those having these works of im- 
provement in charge. The evil results from the 
fact that the Government employs military men 
to manage these river and harbor improvements, 
when it ought to employ practical civil engineers 
to do the work. 

I am opposed to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohio. I will state that the original 
estimate of the cost for each of the harbors was 
$25,000; the sum asked for in the bill was $10,000. 
We have already spent $123,000, and now it- is 
proposed to add $25,000 more. I hope it will not 
be granted. ` 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was lost. 

Mr. LINDSLEY. I move the following amend- 
ment: 

For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Ver- 


| million, Ohio, on Lake Brie, $10,000. 


Mr. LINDSLEY. My object in rising at.this 
time is to make a few remarks relative to the im- 
provements of the harbors of Vermillion, Huron, 


| and Sandusky. I had hoped this House would not 
| enter into. any arrangement for the adjournment 


of Congress until there was a prospect of dis- 
posing of the bills now before the House, and 
others at this time in the hands of the various 
committees ready to be reported, and which 
should be acted upon before the close of this ses- 
sion. I have voted against all adjournments and 
recesses. Butas the time for adjourning is now 
fixed by the two Houses, we should dispatch 
business as rapidly as we can with safety and 
propriety. 

The harbors I have referred to are situated 
within the district I have the honor to represent 
upon this floor; and Y shall confine my remarks 
principally to improvements necessary to be made 
at those points. I deem it unnecessary. to enter 
into an elaborate discussion of this subject, satis- 
fied as I am that a brief statementof facts relative 
to those places will be sufficient to arrest the atten~ 
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tion of this honorable-body,-and, it is hoped, to 
sécure. from you such an appropriation for those 
ports: as their commercial importance and their 
necessities absolutely require. I shall, therefore, 
occupy your attention but for.a few moments.: ~ 
it is, sir,.an admitted fact, by-those best ac- 
quainted with the ports. of Lake Erie, thatthe bay 


of Sandusky is vastly superior, as a harbor, to | 


any other port upon that lake. It hasan average 
depth of twelve feet of water.: In width it is from 
four to five miles... In length it is some twenty 
miles, and. is, capable of accommodating the. entire 
fleets of our western lakes. Land locked, and the 
surrounding country covered. with a dense growth 
of giant forest trees, vessels may at all times there 
ride at anchor, safe from the desolations of the 
tempest, and the rage of thesea andthe surf with- 
out.. There is, however, one defect connected 


with that bay which ought speedily and effectually | 


to be remedied. That defect I shall endeavor 
very briefly to show the committee can, and ought 
at once, to be repaired 

It would be highly gratifying to me if every 
member of this committee, unacquainted with 
the Sandusky harbor, would glance his eye over 
the map I now have before me, and which has 
been carefully prepared and furnished me by Col- 
-onel J. J. Abert, Chief of the Topographica De- 
partment. It gives a very accurate idea of the 
appearance and character of the bay, and that part 
requiring repairs. Formerly, and until within a 
few years past, an unbroken peninsula of near 
two miles in length extended from the main land, 
on the north side of the bay, opposite to Cedar 
Point—an angle of the main land, situated about 
one half mile south of the cape of the peninsula. 
Through this narrow passage our vessels enter 
the bay, it being the main channel; and it would 
be one of the best on the lake, but for the difficulty 
to which I have already alluded. Well do I recol- 
lect when that entire peninsula was covered with 
rich meadows, and a large and thrifty forest. The 
meadows afforded the most ample grazing for 
hundreds of head of cattle, and the forest not only 
sheltered them from the scorching heat of the sun, 
or the peltings of the storm, but also protected the 


shipping in the harbor from the fury of the tem- j 


pest. The peninsula, however, has been, for sev- 
eral years past, by the frequency and violence of 
the northeast winds, gradually washing away, 
until finally a clean breach through it has been 
made; and, since that occurrence, in every storm 
vast quantities of sand are deposited in the bay, 
shifting the channel, and seriously obstructing the 
entrance to the harbor. ‘Thus, by every north- 
easter, our channel is liable to be diverted, and so 
filled up at different points with immense depos- 
its of sand, as to render its navigation not only 
uncertain, but difficult. 

The primary cause of these deposits of sand is 
the vast amount of water forced, during the prev- 
alence of storms, from the lake into the bay, 
through the breach near the junction of the penin- 
sula with the main land. Atsuch times the water 
rushes through the breach with such prodigious 


velocity as to carry before it large quantities of | 


sand, which is swept along towards the entrance 
of the bay, and deposited in and about the chan- 
nel, so that a vessel attempting to sail out by the 
same channel by which it entered the harbor, 
might possibly ground upon a bar formed during 
the prevalence of a single storm. Such, sir, has 
been, and still is, the origin of the most incal- 
eulable damage to our harbor. This great and 
growing evil bas been partially arrested by an 
appropriation made for that purpose by the last 
Congress. 


which has added much to the safety of the bay, 
which, remarks the editor of the Commercial 
Register, published at Sandusky City, ‘* has been 
found, upon inspection, since the disappearance 
of the ice, to have stood the test of winter to the 
utmost satisfaction. Nota single crib has been 
disturbed by ice or high water; on the contrary, 
the work has acquired additional protection by 


the accumulation of sand on both sides of the | 


eribbing, the deposit amounting, it is said, to 
nearly two hundred acres of new land. As the 
mode of constructing the improvement was re- 
garded by some in the light of an experiment, the 
result is highly gratifying, as well to the agent of 
the Government as to those more directly inter- 
ested in its success. 


A breach of two thousand six hun-! 
dred and fifty-seven feet was closed last summer, | 


. There is still another, and the principal cut, of 
some three thousand feet next to the main land 
yet to be filled up, which, when effected, will ren- 
der-the entire peninsula complete, and protect the 
harbor from those vast deposits of sand which 
have been for several years past so fearfully ac- 
cumulating. To accomplish this most important 
and desirable object, an expenditure of not more 
than $28,500 would. beerequired. ‘It is very cer- 
tain,’’ observes the same writer above quoted, 
“that the magnitude of the commercial interest 
depending upon a suitable protection of our har- 
bor, demands a further expenditure now, while it 
may be profitably and advantageously made, and 
while a comparatively small sum will suffice.” 

It may be asked if we have suflicient water in 
our channel to admit the passage of the largest 
class of vessels? My response to this interrog- 
atory is: We have; though the bed of the channel 
may be occasionally changed, and a bar formed, 
which often requires dredging, which is done at 
the expense of the city. 

I would further remark, there is not so safe a 
harbor on Lake Erie to enter in tempestuous 
weather as that of Sandusky. There are no piers 
or wharves to encounter in entering the bay. Once 
in the bay, all is safe; for there is ample room and 
ample depth of water for the combined shipping 
of the lakes; and the momenta vesseLis within the 
harbor her anchor may be cast, and the mariner 
may, in the proud consciousness of security, bid 
defiance to the fury of the storm that may rage 
and howl without. 

Again: Does the commerce of Sandusky war- 
rant the appropriation of $28,500, recommended 
by the Committee on Commerce for the object 
abovespecified? Unquestionablyitdoes. Ihave 
now before me the report of the collector of that 
port, which shows our imports for the fiscal 
year ending November last to be $30,048,744; 
and our exports $11,435,457, amounting in all to 
$41,484,901; which is an increase, over the year 
1852, of $6,798,304. 

Sir, I will venture the assertion, that, with the 
facilities it now has, the rapid increase of its bus- 
iness, the brightand flattering prospects before it, 
Sandusky City will, before the expiration of four 
or five years, more than double its commerce. 
Sandusky now has over a mile of dock of supe- 
rior structure; and by reason of the formation and 
extent of its harbor, a similar work could be ex- 
tended, whenever it became necessary, for at least 
four miles further. The docks are built of rock, 
and that, too, in the most substantial manner. 

The location of the city is, in many respects. 
unique. Situated upon one of the most beautiful 
inland bays upon the continent, surrounded by a 
fertile and ahighly cultivated country, and unsur- 
passed in the salubrity of its climate, it can but 
attract the attention and elicit the admiration of 
every traveler. Within the city limits there is 
an abundance of building material, such as stone 
and brick. Rock, for the erection of an edifice, 
may be taken from the very spot on which itis to 
be built, and lime and sand are to be had at its 
very threshold. Plaster of Paris is manufac- 
tured within thecity, and an inexhaustible amount 
of the raw material, from which it is manufac 
tured, exists upon the opposite side of the’ bay. 
Thus it will be perceived that within the limits of 
the city exist most of therequisite materials for the 
erection of houses, the construction of wharves, 
&e. 

Railroads.—There are now five railroads diverg- 
ing from Sandusky City, passing through not 
only the mineral, but also through the most fer- 
tile and beautiful agricultural portions of the State; 
and soon another air-line road will be completed 
to the Ohio river, connecting Sandusky with Lou- 
isville, Kentucky, over which, being the shortest 
and most direct line from the Ohio to Lake Erie,a 
very large portion of the products of the West, 
designed for the eastern market, and also the 
goods purchased at the East for western consump- 
tion, must, we think, necessarily pass. 

Thus, with all the above enumerated advant- 
ages and facilities for growth and greatness, l see 
no adequate reason why Sandusky City may not, 
with the repairs of the peninsula, and the harbor 
improvements to which I have already called your 
attention, become one of the most important and 
prosperous commercial emporiums upon the great 
lakes. It is therefore to be devoutly hoped that 
no member of this House will. vote against such 


| an-appropriation for the improvement of our har- 


bor, ag its present necessities, and its future secu- 
rity from the evils to which it is now. exposed, 
absolutely require. 

There are other ports on the Sandusky bay 
which justice requires I should mention. Venice 
is one of them. This is a small -but thrifty village 
situated on the south side of the bay. Ii has two 
large flouring mills, which are kept in constant 
operation and grind hundreds of barrels of flour 

aily. 

Portage is another. This is a small place. on 
the opposite side of the bay from Venice. At this 
place there are two large mills for manufacturing 
plaster of Paris, one of which is capable of grind- 
ing eight hundred barrels per day. A steamer 
plies daily between this place and Sandusky City. 

Fremont is another. Itis situated on the San- 
dusky river, about thirty miles west of Sandusky 
City, andis a place of considerable commerce. 
Besides being constantly visited by the shipping 
of the lake, there is a steamer that daily plies be- 
tween Fremont and Sandusky City.. Fremont is 
the county seat of Sandusky, and is a large and 
flourishing village. lt now has one railroad, which 
does an extensive business. Several others are 
being built, whilst others, again, are being pro- 
jected. These circumstances have greatly en- 
hanced the value of property there, and givena 
most cheering impetus to commerce and to busi- 
ness of every description. 

“Mr. Chairman, before Í close these few remarks 
relative to the beautiful bay of Sandusky, there 
is a matter, and one, too, of no small importance, 
to which I wish simply, and very briefly, to call 
the attention of the committee. 

Much has been said upon this floor, during the 

resent session, in regard to marine hospitals. The 
importance, the humanity, the absolute necessity 
of the existence of such institutions, not only upon 
the coasts of the Atlantic and Pacific, but also along 
the shores of our great inland seas, upon whose 
waters dwell thousands of weather-beaten marin- 


ers, who are ever and anon exposed to the most 


appalling dangers and hardships, to disease and 
sickness, and who need equally with those whose 
home is upon the ‘‘ocean wave,” the protection 
and fostering care of the Government, none, I pre- 
sume, will doubt. 

The object had in view in the establishment 
of marine hospitals, is to furnish healthy and 
comfortable retreats for invalid seamen, where 
they can have that medical attention and care 
which is necessary for their restoration to health. 

The selection of sites upon which to erect such 
institutions is a matter of great importance. 
Nearly in the center of the bay of Sandusky isa 
most beautiful and fertile island, called “Balls 
Island,” containing about two hundred acres of 
land, healthy and easy of access, and which 
would make one of the most interesting and 
attractive sites for a marine hospital that can be 
found upon our western waters. ‘The island ought 
to be the property of the Government, and de- 
voted, whenever it may be necessary, to the ob- 
ject to which I have adverted. 

I would invite the attention of the committee 
to this subject, and ask them to consider the pro- 
priety and expediency of purchasing the whole 
or a part of that island, at an early day, for the 
establishment there, when it should be necessary, 
of a marine hospital. 

I now solicit the attention of the committee, for 
a few moments, to some of the improvements 
necessary to be made at Huron. The village of 
Huron is situated at the mouth of Huron river. 
A ship canal has been constructed from this point 
to Milan—a distance of eight miles—through 
which the shipping to and from this latter place 
is conducted. Milan is a beautiful village, hand- 
somely situated, and prosperous. Its ciuzens are 
intelligent, hospitable, and persevering. An ex- 
tensive business is there transacted in the pur- 


| chase of wheat, corn, wool, staves, &c., &c., 


which are thence shipped by the canal to other 
ports upon the lakes. Besides,a large number of 
vessels are there annually built, inferior to none 
of the same class upon our western waters. 

Milan has not yet enjoyed the advantages of 
railroads, but will ere long. lt has commenced 
the work. 

Huron harbor is very similar to that of Cleve- 
land. The depth of the river is some eighteen 
feet, and the harbor is easy of aecess. To make 
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it, however, what it should be, and what its im- 
portance rightly demands, it is necessary that. an 
appropriation should be made by Congress for 
the repair and completion of the west pier. A 
large portion of this pier is now in ruins, and the 
beacon, situated out on its extremity, was, a few 
weeks since, swept away by the violence of the 
winds and waves. This, however, will soon be 
remedied. Captain Jenkins, of the Light-House 
Board, has ordered another beacon to be erected, 
as soon as practicable, and the work has been com- 
menced. 

But I desire to call the attention of the com- 
mittee more particularly to the importance of 
having the pier, to which Fhave alluded, repaired 
as speedily as-possible, from the fact that a part of 
this structure has been completely swept away, so 
that itis utterly impossible: for the light-house 
keeper to get to the light-house during a violent 
storm—at which time, above all others, the mari- 
ner needs, at night, a light to guide him safely into 
port, where he may be secure from the perils of 
the tempest without. 

Sir, the members of this committee have but a 
very imperfect idea of the dangers to which the 
light-house keeper is there exposed, nor can they 
form any adequate conception of them, unless 
they were to stand in full view of the light-house 
during the prevalence of one of those terrible 
storms—so common upon the lakes—and view 
that faithful officer, in his frail boat, stenggling 
amidst the most frightful dangers of a raging tet- 
pest, and the heaving, howling, headlong rash of 
the surf and the sea, to reach the light-house, and 
to light it up, that the mariner on the coast may 
know where he is, and whither to guide his vessel. 

Some two years since Mr. Webber, who then 
and there officiated, in attempting to reach thelight- 
house in his boat, to light it up, was overpowered 
by thestorm; his boat was dashed upon the shore, 
himself thrown out and crippled for life; and but 
for the timely arrival of aid he must have met a 
watery grave. He was taken from the water 
almost lifeless, was resuscitated, and still lives to 
testify to the folly and inhumanity of the Con- 
gress of the United States in withholding an ap- 
propriation for the repair of a work of such vast 
and vital importance to the safety of the shipping 
upon the lake, and to the lives of passengers and 
seamen, 

But, sir, this is not the only reason why an ap- 
propriation should be made for the improvem 
of that harbor. In consequence of the vario 
and extensive breaches that have been made 
through the west pier, the river is fast filling up 
with sand; bars are being formed at different 
points; navigation is becoming obstructed; and 
unless the evil is arrested—and speedily arrested, 
too—that beautiful river, now so excellent and 
ample for shipping, must soon be so much im- 
paired as to render it impracticable for steamers 
and other vessels to reach their landing. Huron, 
sir, is not an insignificant place, unworthy of the 
attention of this honorable body. It now hastwo 
railroads, upon which are daily brought to the 
place scores of strangers, and the rich products 
of the country. The exports of Huron last 
year amounted to $1,246,197, and its imports to 
$500,000, amounting in all to $1,746,197; and 
with its present facilities, will soon more than 
double its commerce. I therefore, sir, unbesita- 
tingly assert, that justice to the citizens of Huron 
and Milan, as well as to the shipping upon the. 
lake, demands the immediate appropriation of the 
$13,500 recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and reported by the Committee on 
Commerce. This appropriation would complete 
those portions of the piers most exposed, and thus 
render that port a safe and excellent harbor. 

Mr. Chairman, I wish now to invite the atten- 
tion of the committee, for a few moments, to the 
harbor of Vermillion. The Committee on Com- 
merce has recommended no appropriation for that 
port, for the reason that, at the time of the prepa- 
ration of that report, there appeared to be, in their 
estimation, no necessary occasion for an appro- 
priation. Since that period, however, circum- 
stances, over which no human agency had or 
could have the slightest control, have occurred to 
induce me now to appeal to this committee for an 
appropriation for the harbor of Vermillion. 

a The unprecedented storms on Lake Erie last 
spring completely annihilated a part of the east 
pier at that port, carrying it away several feet 


: harbor absolutely requires. 


| Church) thrown upon the west pier. Once dashed | 


| which, without the pier, is rendered almost use- 
| less to the mariner in attempting to enter the har- 


‘an immediate appropriation for their improve- 


| gentleman from Ohio is in order, and if his re- 


| has offered ? 


! and so do my constituents, that it is not within the 


| I believe in the good old Democratic doctrine, that | 


beneath the water level; in consequence-of which | 
the sand is rapidly filling up the channel. This 
great source of mischief to that harbor should be 
at once remedied. For this.an appropriation of 
at least $10,000 wiil be required. 

l am aware, Mr. Chairman, that it is rather 
dangerous to attempt to tack amendments upon a 
bill; but the necessity of this is so imperative, that 
I feel it to be incumbent upon me, as the Repre- 
sentative here, upon this floor, of the citizens of ! 
Vermillion, to present this matter to the commit- 
tee, and to appeal to you for that aid which the 
present and future protection and safety of that 


Last spring, during the prevalence of a storm, | 
and after the pier had been swept away, the 
schooner D. W. Church was wrecked, the ves- 
sel and cargo were a total loss, amounting to over 
$15,000; and, but for the timely aid of the citizens, | 
the entire crew would have been lost with the 
vessel. But the citizens of Vermillion, seeing the 
awful danger to which they were exposed, flew 
to their rescue, and, by almost superhuman efforts, 
saved the crew from a watery grave. 

The difficulty, sir, in entering. this harbor is, 
that, during the prevalence of a gale from the east, 
itcauses a powerful current to set through a large 
breach in the east pier, near the land, und the 
water coming in contact with the west pier, causes 
a strong current to set out of the channel. The 
vessel coming in contact with this current is (for 
such was the case with the schooner D. W. 


upon the pier, she becomes unmanageable, and | 
her distruction is inevitable; for the feeble hand of 
man is powerless at such times. 

Sir, the danger and damages resulting from the 
loss of the pier extend not alone to the shipping, 
and to the lives and limbs of seamen and travel- 
ers, but also to the harbor itself. The channel, 
in consequence of the loss of the pier, is, asin the 
case of others of which I have spoken, fast filling 
up with sand, and must ere long, unless speedily 
arrested, completely exclude all vessels from en- 
tering the port. Vermillion is a place of consid- į 
erable trade and commerce; is worthy of the atten- 
tion of Congress, and justly merits the fostering 
care of the Government. There is a beacon 


bor in the darkness of the night. I hope, there- 
fore, Mr. Chairman, no objection will be urged 
against the small appropriation I solicit for the 
improvement of the harbor of Vermillion, to save 
it from destruction, and to protect our shipping 
and the lives of our citizens and mariners from 
the dangers to which they are now continually | 
exposed. 

Mr. Chairman, I am done. I thank the com- 
mittee for their patient attention to the few remarks 
I have submitted for their consideration. My 
object has been sirmply to state fects in regard to 
the present condition and wants of the harbors 
within my district, and the absolute necessity of 


ment, 

I hope, sir, that this subject will meet with the 
cordial approval of every member of this House, 
and that theappropriations, so necessary and just, 
will be cheerfully and promptly made. 

Mr. WENT WORTTII, of Illinois. 
the amendment, 

Mr. BLISS. I move to amend the amendment į 
by adding five dollars. While speaking upon this | 
question, I design to reply to some remarks that 
have been made upon the constitutionality of 
making appropriations of this character for the 
improvement of our inland navigation. I believe 
that I am as good a Democrat as——* 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I ask the Chair ifthe 


1 oppose | 


marks must not be confined to the amendment he 


Mr. BLISS. I think the gentleman, after hav- 
ing wandered ad libitum himself, might wait until 
he sees whether I am in order or not. I believe, | 


power of Congress to make these appropriations. 


i 

{ 
Congress has the powerto make what are strictly | 
internal improvements. In our section of the coun- | 
try we are so old fogyish yet as to adhere to the 
uniform doctrine of General Jackson, and which 
was carried out in the administration of Martin 


| to attach the amendment I have offered to this bil; 


Van Buren, while he was admitted to: bea Demir 

ocrat. $ EE 

Mr. WENTWORTH. What is the:amen 

ment. pending? We have but a few mipates:be- 

fore the time for adjournment, and. must.ask the 
gentleman, from:Ohio 


d- 


jé 


Chair if the remarks of the 


! are in order? ; 


The CHAIRMAN. |. The remarks of thegens 
tleman from Ohio must be confined, tothe ameng» 
ment he has offered. pions Seagal 

Mr. BLISS. f am claiming -thak it. is within 
the provinceof the House to: pass this bill; and 


l am replying to theargumentsof other gentlemen 
on the converse of the proposition. Am Lright? 
The CHAIRMAN. he gentleman..is. right 
if he confines his remarks to the amendment :he 
has- offered. 4 ASS ; 

Mr. BLISS. I think that not only the ameng- 
ment is constitutional, but that. the fivedollars are 
also. constitutional, and that both are necessary, 
and Iam trying to demonstrate my. position.. Ido 
not know of any particular locality in this Union 
where the interpretation of Democracy is to be 
sought. I am fully aware of the value of high 
precedents. I, however, look first to the text, -~ 
and for the elucidation. of it I secondly look. to | 
precedent. I find no objection in. the text of 
the Constitution, and [ find that the. best. expo- 
nents of that instrument, who have ever lived. in 
this country, give my view of the text, and, 
therefore, I do not allow any gentleman to trans- 
fer me over to any other party, because I believe 
that it is within the power of this Government to 
p Otect its commerce, and to protect the lives of the 
men by whom it ts carried on, 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. 
posed to the amendment. 

The question was taken on Mr. Burss’s amend- 
ment to the amendment; and it was not agreed 
to. ee 

‘The question recurred on Mr. Linps.ey’s amend- 
ment; and being taken, it was not agreed to.. 


Mr. GREEN. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in after theeighty-ninth line: 

For the improvement of the harbor. at Port Clinton, Ohio, 
on Lake Erie, $20,000, + ro 

The amendment was not agreed to. > 1+ 
Mr. CLARK. I offer the following amend- 
ments: i : 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of the 
Kalamazoo river, Michigan, $15,000, 

For the improvement of the harbor at South Black river, 
Michigan, $10,000. 

for the improvement of the harbor at Muskegon, Mich- 
igan, $10,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
of the gentleman from Michigan whether thesé 
improvements have been provided for by law? 

Mr. CLARK. The estimate for them has been 
authorized by law. . ; 

The CHAIRMAN. But is there any law au- 
thorizing the making of these improvements ? . 

Mr. CLARK. Noimprovements have yet been 


made. ` 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendments out of order. 


The following clause being under considerations 

For continuing the improvement of the Hudson rivet; 
above and below Albany, but not above Troy, New Yorks 
$50,000. 

Mr. SAGE moved to amend the same: by 
striking out ‘ $50,000” and inserting after the 
words “ Hudson river” the following: 

Including six steam. dredging machines, with lighters, 
and a steam tug for towing the, same, with the dredged 
matter beyond the influence of the currents; wheelbarrows 
for the same purpose ; shovels, other tools, and contingen- 
cies of outfit, as per estimate and recommendation of Major 
DelaGeld to General Totten, Chief Engineer, under date of 
May 25, 1853, $146,142.” 

Mr. S. suid: Mr. Chairman, in offering this 
amendment, I but perform a duty to my constit- 
uents, as well as to two thirds of the whole coun- 
try, for if there is such a thing as 4 national 
work in this country—and I believe there are many 
—then the Hudson river must be classed as such. 
Sir, as early as the year 1797 the’ Legislature of 
State of New York began to appropriaté moneys 
for improving the coffdition of the bed and chan- 
nel of this river, and has continued to. give to it, 
with the aid and assistance of the cities of Albany 
and Troy, its fostering care, down to the year 
1834, when Congress began to*make appropria- 


I am op- 
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tions for ‘the’ improvement of the navigation of 
this river, and continued to do so until the year 
1839; since which ‘time the cities of Albany and 
Troy have continued to appropriate money for 
the improvement of this national work, with the 
exception of an appropriation of $10;000 by the 
Legislature of the State of New York, and $4,000 
by citizens of New York, in the year 1852. - In 
1852 Congress appropriated $50,000 to continue 
the improvements on the Hudson river, which is 
now being expended. sh 

: The sum which I now ask for with my amend- 
ment is to provide the necessary dredging ma- 
chines, with their appurtenances, to complete this 
improvement, in the most economical and perma- 
nent manner. : The whole estimated cost for this 
improvement, as will be seen by reference to Major 
Delafield’s report and estimates, in Part II, Pres- 
ident’s Message and Accompanying Documents, | 
pages 332, 333, and 334, is $450,986, which is 
distributed into six years, as follows: $146,142 
first year, as provided for in my ameddment, and 
$60,952 for the second and each succeeding year. 

` Mr. Chairman, let me call the attention of the 
committee to a few facts more, and I am done. 

The value of the exports of the products of the 
United States in 1853, exclusive of gold, was 
$189,869 ,162. 

The value of all property that came to the Hud- 
son river from the Erie and Champlain canals in 
1853 WAS. cee eee eer cece ne en ee ee 73,688,044 
The value of all property that came to 

the Hudson river by railroad in the 

year 1853, is estimated at one eighth 


of the amount by canals, say...... 9,211,005 


Making a total Ofo.. sss. eee. ee «$82,899,049 


This large amount is the products of the south- 
western and northwestern States, as well as north- 
western New England, Canada, and the State of 
New York. 

Mr. Chairman, it is now known, I presume, by 
every member of this committee, that the State 
of New York has built, and is now completing, | 
the most extensive and costly system of canals, 
for the purpose of uniting the waters of the great 
inland seas of America with the waters of the 
Hudson river and the Atlantic ocean, that the 
history of any State in this or any other country 
ean pointto. Sir, the cost of the Erie canal alone, 
when completed, will amount to the sum of 
$45,000,000. And let me say at this point, that 
this canal is now, òd will continue to be, of as 
much, and, l think, more importance to the grow- 
ing and prosperous West, than to the State that 
has built it; and let me ask the Representatives | 
from that section of our country if they are will- 


ing to allow the del le incident to the |; : ; 
et Ore tne delay and expense mene tome | sum of $15,000 is believed to be necessary to make 


interruptions of the navigation of the Hudson | 
river to their property getting to market, when 
so small a sum as asked for will prevent it? I 
trust not. Let me add, the time will come, in 
my opinion, when the great southwestern and | 
northwestern Siates will demand the removal of | 


all restriction to the free ingress in the transport- į! 
So the | 


ation of their products to the sea-board. 
quicker we commence this system of improve- 
ments, the sooner we shall anticipate what time 
and history will demonstrate. 

Mr. Chairman, | am admonished of the near 
expiration of my time, which I regret, and there- 
fore must hasten to a close. I was told yesterday, 
by a leading member of this House, that we must 
pass this bill as it is, or it would be vetoed. Has, 
it come to this, that we have got to surrender our 
judgments, our consciences to the whims and | 
will of the Executive? Itrust not. For one, | 
shall never do it. 

After the secret treaty with Mexico, and the | 
appropriation of $10,000,000 for a barren strip of | 
her land, and other appropriations that have been 
made at this session, I think it comes with an 
exceeding bad grace to talk about vetoes on bills 
making economical appropriations for continuing 
and completing the great highways of internal | 
commerce, by the means of which will be devel- 
oped the vast and unlimited resources of thegreat- | 
est, best, and most prosperous country the sun | 
ever shone on. I trust the amendment may be 

i 
t 


adopted. i 
The amendment was not agreed to. i 


Mr. EVERHART. I offerthe following amend- 
ment; 


For continuing the repairs of-the piers of Marcus Hook, 
Delaware county, Pennsylvania, $5,000. _ : 


The amendment was not agreed to. , 


The following clause being under consideration: 


For continuing the improvement of the navigation of 
Cape. Fear river, at and below Wilmington, North Caro- 


- lina, $50,000, 


Mr. WENTWORTH said: The matter of the 
improvement of the Cape Fear river was disposed 
of the day before yesterday. I therefore move to 
strike this clause out of the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
the bill by increasing’ the appropriation to the 
Pascagoula river $5,900, so as to make the whole 
appropriation $15,000. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the principle of this bill is 
to be established—if it is to be engrafted upon 


| the policy and practice of the General Govern- 


ment, and thus perpetuated—I feel at liberty to 
ask, in behalf of my constituents, that the appro- 
priation be increased to an amount sufficient to 
effect the object sought to be accomplished by the 
expenditure. I do not feel disposed to counte- 
nance the practice now prevaient, of beginning 
with a sum too small to excite apprehensions, 
but sufficient to establish a precedent, and to lay 
the foundation, to furnish a pretext, for future 
appropriations. | prefer to ask what is necessary 
at the outset. There is nothing in the report of 
the officer who made the survey and examination 
of the bar at the mouth of the Pascagoula river to 
which I object. I take it for granted that it is fair 
and correct; but the report proceeds upon the idea 
that a depth of six feet in the channel, which is 
to be made through the bar, is alf that is needed. 
From information derived from intelligent persons 
familiar with the locality, with its wants and 
necessities, | feel authorized to say that a depth of 


nine feet is necessary to render the work of much | 


practical utility. 

The Pascagoula river affords to a large number 
of my constituents, engaged in the lumber trade, 
the only means of transporting their lumber to 
market. What little commerce they have—a com- 
merce rendered comparatively insignificant by the 
want of that aid which is very liberally afforded 
elsewhere in the improvement of navigation—is 
dependententirely upon this river. The resources 
of the region through which it flows are very 
great in this one important article of commerce. 
The only hindrance to their complete develop- 
ment, is the obstruction to navigation presented by 
this bar, which lies across the mouth of the river. 
The great value of the timber rendered accessible 
by this river has attracted attention of late, and 
has led to the application to this Government for 
aid to remove a barrier to its navigation. The 


a channel through the bar of sufficient depth and 
width to admit the entrance of vessels of suffi- 
cient size for the purposes of the commerce of that 
river; and 1 ask that the appropriation be in- 
creased to that sum. I will not disguise my own 
opinion as to the bill under consideration, on ac- 
count of the interest I may feel in this particular 
item. Isay frankly to the committee that I am 


į inflexibly opposed to this system of improvements 


by the General Government. I intend to war 


Í against it—to urge a relentless, and, if in the 


compass of my; exertions, an exterminating war 
against It. 
A Memser. Strike out the appropriation. 
Mr. HARRIS. Very well; strike it out. I 
trust it was not supposed that my vote was de- 
endent upon this small appropriation. If there 


t adopted. 


| 
| 
| 


e no merit in the appropriation, strike it out. 
Such considerations will not influence me, or my 
State, in this matter. The ground ! assume here 
is, that if Congress is determined to embarkin this 


scheme—if you are going to divide out the money į 


in the Treasury—Mississippi, having contributed 
to the common fund, is entitled to her share. If 


the public money is to take this direction, give to | 


Mississippi some part, at least, of what she has 


paid into the Treasury. With a sea-board of more | 


than seventy miles on the Gulf of Mexico, into 
which two of her principal rivers flow, the navi- 


gation. of both of which is obstructed, Mississippi | 


gets, in a bill appropriating millions, the small 
sum of $5,500. I hope the amendment will be 


Mr. WENTWORTH. Some say strike this 
item from the bill. I hope that will not be done, 


for it is one of the most deserving in the bill, I 
haye the estimates, and upon them the amend- 
ment has been drawn up. 

The question was -taken on Mr. Hanrris’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 


Mr. SKELTON. I move to amend by insert- 
ing the following: g 

For -continuing the improvement of the navigation of 
Shrewsbury river, in New Jersey, $10,000. 

_Mr. WENTWORTH. I make the point that 
the amendment is notin order. 1s there any law 
authorizing the appropriation ? : 

Mr. SKELTON. Appropriations for the same 
purpose have heretofore been made, surveys have 
been made, and additional appropriations have 
been recommended by the engineer. ‘This amend- 
ment is tocomplete what has already been begun 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
the gentleman to say that appropriations for the 
same improvement have been made heretofore? 

.Mr. SKELTON. Yes, sir. s 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair entertains the 
amendment on the gentleman ’s statement. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected, 

Mr. FENTON. I move to amend, pro forma, 
by increasing the appropriation of the bill now 
under consideration one dollar. I had intended 
to offer some remarks in support of this bill, and 
upon ‘the subject of river and harbor improve- 
ments generally,-omitting not to give my views 
upon the question of “ tonnage duties.” I had fore- 
gone this pleasure, and perhaps duty, owing to 
the near approach of the close of this session, and 
the general desire to cut off all debate under the 
hour rule, limiting all remarks to five minutes. 
My anxiety to discuss this question is now in- 
creased by the remarks made this morning by a 
member of the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. 
Mitison,] and 1 now ask the privilege of pub- 
lishing in the Globe what I shall fail to say in the 
five minutes allowed to me under the rule. 

Having accomplished my purpose, 1 now with- 
draw my amendment. 

The following clause was then read: 

“For a resurvey of the harbors at Marblehead, Nan- 
tucket, and Sandy Bay, in the State of Massachusetts, 
$1,500. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I move to amend that clause 
by inserting after the word ‘*Massachusetts”’ the 

llowing words: 


0 
wees the harbor at the mouth of the Eighteen Mile 


creek on Lake Ontario. 


There has been a survey made at this point of 
precisely the same character as others, for which 
appropriations are made in the bill. “There are 
reasons why a resurvey should be made, and 
therefore I offer this amendment. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BROOKS. 


ment: 

For continuing the habit of improving rivers and har- 
bors, all the batance of the money in the Treasury of the 
United States. 


{Laughter.} : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules th 
amendment out of order, 

Mr. HAVEN. Inasmuch as we have got 
through the items of the bill, I desire to offer 
an amendment to the second section, which I 
deem of very great consequence. I call for the 
reading of the second section. 

The second section was then read, as follows: 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of War, before expending any part of the money herein 
appropriated, shall cause a thorough reéxamination and re- 
survey of each of the public works to be made, and shall 
adopt that plan which shall complete each one, or make 
the greatest approximation to completing it, with the spe- 
cific appropriation therefor. And it shall be his duty, at 
the next session of Congress, to report the result of said 
reéxamination and resurvey, with the plan adopted, and the 
items of expenditure under said plan: and he shail accom- 
pany said report with a statement of the amount and date 
of all former appropriations for each work, and a full esti- 
mate for its entire and permanent completion, with the 
amount that can be profitably expended in the next fiscal 
year. And he shall also state in what collection district 
each work is located, and at or near what port of entry, 
light-house, or fort; what amount of revenue was collected 
at the nearest port of entry for the last fiscal year; and, as 
far as practicable, what amount of commerce and naviga- 
tion would be benefited by the c@mpletion of each particu- 
lar work: Provided, That he shali continue to make such 
a report at the commencement of every session of Con- 


I offer the following amend- 


j| gress until the works herein provided for shall all be com- 


pleted. 
Mr. HAVEN. Having got through with the 
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items of the bill, I desire to strike out the first 
eight lines of the section, and insert what I send 
to the Clerk's desk. This part of the section ties 
up these appropriations so very tight that our 
resurveys will be rendered. almost useless unless 
my amendment is adopted. 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 


Sec.2. And be it further enucted, That the Secretary of 
War, before expending any part of the money herein ap- 
propriated, shall, in such eases as he may think the public 
interests require, cause a reéxamination and resurvey of the 
public works hereby appropriated for, and he ishereby au- 
thorized to modify the present plan, if, in bis opinion, the 
public interests will be materially benefited thereby, and the 
money appropriated by this act shall be so applied to com- 
plete or make the nearest approximation to contpleting the 
work for which each specific appropriation is made ; and it 
shalt be the duty of the said Secretary, at the earliest prac- 
ticable time, to report to Congress the result of such resur- 
vey, with the plan. 


Mr. HAVEN. In this case I propose to sub- 
stitute what has been read from the first eight 
lines of the second section of the bill. Now let 
me say a few words to the committee in support 
of this proposition, The second section, as it now 
stands, is in these words: that ‘* before expending 
any portion of the money hereby appropriated, 
the Secretary shall cause a thorough reéxamina- 
tion and resurvey,”’ &c. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. We will 
agree to tne amendment. 
Mr. HAVEN. As Lunderstand my proposi- 


tion is agreeable to the committee, | will say no 
more about it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I have no objection. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Haven; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I have an 
amendment which I wish to offer at the end of 
the second section, to follow right on. It is as 
follows: 


And that it shall not be lawful hereafter to employ any | 


commissioned, officer, in any capacity, of the United States 
Anny, in the superinteudence of any of the works herein 
named, so long as the said officer shall retain his comuuis- 
sion in the military service. 

[Cries of “ Question!’ ‘Question t”) 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I demand tellers on 
that amendment. è 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I offer the following 
amendment to the amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, 
and heis hereby, authorized to wuhhold any or all of these 
appropriations, if, in his opinion, they are unconstitutional 
or inexpedient. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to inquire 
whether it is in order now to oppose the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Kentucky? 

i The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Barkspare] has the floor. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I did not expect the 
amendment which [have offered would meet with 
favor from the friends of this bill. 


The Administration and the War Department | 


have been frequently referred to during this dis- 
cussion, and the estimates of the War Depart- 
ment have been relied upon by gentlemen ia favor 
of these appropriations. 

The intimation has been made, if it has not been 
directly asserted, that the Administration and the 
Secretary of War favored these appropriations. 
My object in offering the amendment was to test 
the sincerity of gentlemen on this question. Ifthey 
believe the appropriations in this bill meet with 
favor from that-quarter, why not adopt theamend- 


ment I have proposed? I know, sir, and the coun- : 


try knows, that the Secretary of War is opposed 
to this system of squandering the public money. 
His whole political life provés his devotion to 
the doctrine of a rigid construction of the Federal 
Constitution. The estimates were made by offi- 
cers of the War Department, under the law; but 
the Secretary of War has nowhere recommended 
these appropriations to be made by Congress. 1 
have said that I believe I understand the posi- 
tion of the Secretary of War on this question, 
and I think I know the position of the Adminis- 
tration, but E have no authority to do so, and do 
not undertake to speak for it here. The Presi- 
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dent’s course, while he was a member of Con- 
gress, shows plainly what his opinions are; and 
if that does not, his annual message to Congress 
is sufficiently explicit to satisfy the most skep- 
tical, that whatever may be the views of gentle- 
men on this floor who are most boisterous in 
claiming to be Democrats of the strict construc- 
tion school, that the President, at least, finds no 
authority in the Constitution to carry on a system 
of internal improvements by the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

Í read the following extract from his message: 

«J have omitted to ask your favorable consideration for 
the estimates of works of a local character in twenty seven 
of the thirty-one States, amounting to $1,754,500, because, 
independently of the grounds which have so often, been 
urged against the application of the Federal revenue. for 
works of this character, inequality with. consequent injus- 
ticeis inherent in the nature of the proposition, and: be- 
cause the plan has proved entirely inadequate to the’ ac- 
complishment of the objects sought. 

The subject of internal improvements, claiming alike 
the interest and good will of all, has, nevertheless, been the 
basis of much political discussion, and has stood as a deep 
graven line of division between statesmen of eminent 
ability and patriotism. The rule of strict construction of 
all powers delegated by the States to the General Govern- 
ment has arrayed itself, from time to time, against the rapid 
progress of expenditures from the National Treasury on 
works of a local character within the States. Memorable 
as an epoch in the history of this subject is the message of 
President Jackson, of the 27th of May, 1830, which met the 
system of internal improvements in its comparative in- 
fancy; but so rapid had been its growth, that the projeeted 
appropriations in that year for works of this character had 
riseu to the alarming amount of more than $100,000 ,000. 

“Ty that message the President admitted the dificulty of 
bringing back the operations of the Government to the con- 
struction of the Constitution set up in 1798, and marked it 
as an admonitory proof of the necessity of guarding that 
instrument with sleepless vigilance against the authority of 
precedents, which had not the sanction of its most plainly 


defined powers.’? 
* * * * * * 


“If that can be regarded as a system, which, in the ex- 
perience of more than thirty years, has at no time so com- 
wanded the public judgment as to give itthe character of 
a settled policy—which, though it has produced some 
works of conceded importance, has been attended with an 
expenditure quite disproportionate to their value—and has 
resulted in squandering large sums upon objects which have 
answered no valuable purpose; the interests of all the 
States require it to be abandoned, unless hopes may be in- 
dulged for the future which find no warrant in the past.” 

Now, sir, I venture the prediction that if this 
bill should pass—and I regretto say that the indi- 
cations are that it unquestionably will—that the 
President will follow the example of Mr. Polk, 
and return it to the House with his veto upon it. 
And if he should, he will add another to the many 
evidences he haœalready given of his determina- 
tion to preserve uhtarnished, during his Adminis- 
tration, the true principles of the Constitution. 
But if I am mistaken in this, I know what the 
Democratic platform declares on this subject. Itis, 
“that the Constitution does hot confer upon the 
General Government the power to commence and 
carry on a general system of internal improve- 
ments.” 

Mr. SEWARD, (interrupting.) Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. Does the Democratic party 
support this system? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. There aresome slippery 
Democrats, and some Whigs who have recently 
slided into the Democratic ranks also, [laughter,} 
who advocate internal improvements by the Gen- 
eral Government; but I hold thata Democrat who 
adheres to the principles of the party cannot doit. 
And I contend that those who are supporting these 
appropriations are, to that extent, abandoning the 
colors of the Democratic party. 

Now, sir, the principle which has ever been 
ingrafted on the Democratic platform is, that the 
General Government has no power to carry on a 
general system of internal improvements. If this 
bill does not embrace a general system of internal 
improvements, | ask what bill ean embrace such 
a system? lt commences in Maine, extends 
througnout New England, lingers in the northern 
and middle States, but ‘growing smal! by degrees 
and beautifully less,” as it approaches the South, 
it grants to the State of Mississippi the enormous 
sum of $5,500. It seems to me that this is a 


i Mr. 


system of internal improvements in all its length; 
| breadth, and amplitude. TERE oe 
Mr. YATES, (iterrupting:) s Ewish tö know- 
whether the gentleman speaks for himself, or for’ 
the whole Democratic party, when he says-the 
| Democratic party is opposed to internal improve- 
ments? TEN 
| Mr. BARKSDALE. I speak for myself; but’ 
I say that all who are Democrats, and stand upon 
! the Democratic platform, are opposed to a system 
of internal improvements by the General Govern : 
ment. : oe 
{Here the hammer fell.] 


Mr. SEWARD.. 1 want the gentleman from 
Mississippi, and the Democratic members of the: 
House, to understand that I once belonged to the | 
Whig party, and fam not ashamed of it, or of” 
many of the principles which they advocated, | 
For sufficient résgons, known to myself, I con- 
nected myself with the Democratic party; and 
whenever it becomes necessary, Í will give the rea~ 
sons why. ~ a oe 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. SEWARD. Oh, certainly. : 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 1 desire to say, in refer- 
ence to the remark made by me to which the gen- 
tleman alludes, that we are very happy to receive 
the gentleman from Georgia into the Democratic 
party.’ But we prefer that while he remains with 
| us he would adhere to our platform. 

Mr. SEWARD. I should be thankful to the 
gentleman from Mississippi if he would state at. 
Teast what is the platform of Democracy in. the 
State of Mississippi; for Í had supposed that, so 
far as the Democracy. of that State were con- 
cerned, they were very unsettled in their opinions..,, 
{Laughter.}] I think the present Secretary of 
War, in the estimation of a portion of the Demo-™ 
crats, placed himself outside the Democratic party 
when he became a State-rights man. F: had 
supposed that those who placed themselves upon 
the State-rights doctrine, agsumed, to some ex- 
tent, the doctrines of nullification and secession. 
The State-rights party of the South have always 
held, to some extent, those doctrines, and have 
always been regarded: by those who style them- 
selves National Democrats as unsound in doctrine, 
and as not standing upon the, Democratic plat- 
form. i 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Does not the. gentleman 
recognize the Virginia and. Kentucky resolutions 
as sound Democratic doctrine?) And were Mr. 
Jefferson and Mr. Madison, the authors:of these 
| resolutions, outside of the Democratic party? 
{Laughter.] f cet 

Mr. SEWARD. Well, sir, I have never yet 
been able to ascertain what the resolutions of 1798 
and 1799 meant. [Great laughter.] But I will say: 
| to the gentleman from Mississippi, that if the ab- 
stract notions entertained by some gentlemen here 
| from Virginia and Mississippi were to prevail, it 
‘would be impossible for Congress ever to carry 
out any practical or useful legislation at all, . 
| Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I rise to a question 
of order. 
| [Loud cries of No!?? “Not” Let him go 
on!”’ 

M.. SEWARD. Idonotwantapointof order 
raised upon me here. I do not think I am out of 


or 


Will the gentleman ` 


der. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I insist upon my 
point of order.. I have nò idea whether the amend- 
ment pending is germane to the bill or not; but L 


| rise to inquire whether this discussion is germane 


either to the pending amendment or to the-bill 
| itself? : 
|. Several MEMBERS., 
him go on. : 
SEWARD. Am I entitled to the floor? 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman is entitled 
to the floor; but the Chair will first. decide the 
uestion of order. The Chair has allowed a lati- 
| tude of debate upon this question which he would 
not have done if a question of order had been 


It is germane enough; let 


raised. He has, however, indulged the.gentle- 


ý 
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man from Georgia, inasmuch as an attack seemed |: 


t 
i 
l 
| 


to have. been made upon him. 
Mr. SEWARD. Now, Mr. 
endeavor to confine 
order. 
-Mr BARKSDALE, 
low. meto interrupt him? f : 
Mr. SEWARD. Not now. I want the gentle- 
man. from Mississippi to define the exact limit of 
the constitutional power. which is conferred upon 
Congress to enter mto a general system of internal 
improvements, or a special system. I want the 
gentleman to give me bis definition. That is what 
Í want. Now, Mr. Chairman, let it be distinctly 
. understood that I have no constitutional scruples; 
upon this subject, and never had any. The power 
to make appropriations for works of internal im- 
provements has been conceded by toth parties, 
and the difference between them only exists as to 
the character and extent of those improvements, 
as to what is national and what is local. ` Hence 
there can be no’ well-defined limit of power. If 
the Constitution vests in Congress this power at 


Chairman, I will 
myself within the rules of 


Will the gentleman al- 


all, which is admitted by both arties, the exact |! 
y p 


quantum of power is not defined bs the Constitu- 
tion, and necessarily involves | Mfiseretion upon 
the part of Congress, the beginning and end of 
which is difficult to determine’in all cases,and can 
only be limited with certainty Ly some interdict 
of the Constitution, where its provisions would 
be violated, or the rights of the Srates and the 
people beinfringed, Of course, in the time allowed 
me, | cannot present my views at lesgth upon this 
subject. If these views are Democratic, then, to 
that extent, I stand upon the Democratic platform. 
Now I will hear from the gentleman from Missis- 


sippi. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Ifanything could satisfy 
me that the gentleman from Georgia has forgotten 
that he claims to be a Democrat now, and imagines 
himself still a Whig. it would be the declaration 


he has just made, that he does not understand the | 
resolutions of °98.and °99. [Langhter.} Dero- | 


| 


crats have no difficulty in understanding these | 


resolutions. 
holda the Democratic organizauion. 

Now, sir,in reply to the question of the gentle 
man from Georgia, I will state that t do not pro- 
pose, at this time, to make the distinction between 
general and special improvements. 


national in their character; such, for instance, as 


the gentleman that T have pretty good reason for 
making the declaration. 

(Here the hammer feil.] 

Mr.SEWARD,. LImove to.amend the amend- 
ment. 


The CHAIRMAN. No further amendments i 


are inorder. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire then to speak in op- 
position to the pending amendment, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must inform 
the gentleman that no further discussion is in 
order, 


Mr. SEWARD. I movetoamend theamend- i 


ment of the genitleraan from Mississippi, by adding. 
_the following: / ` 

Provided, The President of the United States concur in 
opinion with the Secretary of War. 

[Cries of * Good! ?.** Good !”’] 

Mr: STANTON, of Kentucky. The amend- 
ment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The. Chair sustains the 
question of order, The amendment is in the 
third degree, and cannot be received. 

L The question. was taken on Mr. BARKSDALE 
amendment to the amendment; and it was re- 
jected. : 

The quest 
amendment. - 

Mr. KEITT. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky, by adding 
the following: i 


© Provided, It does not increase the patronage of the Gov- 
ernment. 


ion recurred of Mr. Sranton’s 


{ will say, | 
however, that the whole country has acquiesced | 
inthe policy of improvements, which are purely | 


They are the very basis which up- | 


| 


| 


i| 
i 
i 


: Pe pee a ome. 

Mr. Chairman, I only desire to say that this | 
whole matter was referred at the beginning of the | 
session to a special committee; that that commit- į 
| tee has had the whole question under considera- 
i tion; that majority and minority reports have 
been. submitted; that the majority have offered a 
Í bill to the House to carry out the views of their 
; report, and that all the questions are to come be. 
| fore the House. Now, I would ask the commit- 
tee whether itis fair and just and proper to take 
any snap judgment like this on the action of the 
special committee? 

You appointed out of your own body a special 
committee forthe purpose of taking charge of 
this matter. That committee have examined into 
it, made a report, and all the evidence which they 
gathered will be before the House, and I now ask, 
when this report is to come before the House, and : 
when a bill predicated upon it, and comprehend- 
ing this subject-matter, isto be before this body, | 
whether you ought to foreclose and forestall the | 
action of that committee which you appointed | 
yourselves, by any line of action dehors the record? | 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Idesiretosay, 
‘in reply to my friend from South Carolina, that 
he labors under a great misapprehension in regard | 
to this matter, although he is a member of this | 
special committee; for we have made no report at | 
all upon this subject. The report which the com- | 
mittee made was upon the subject of armories. 
The House does not want information upon this 
subject. Here is a report, which I hold in my 
; hands, made twelve years ago upon this very sub- 
ject, demonstrating the necessity of the very change 
Í propose. Ifthe committee will give me their at- 
tention, I will read a small portion of it: 

«© he construction of all our publie works, up to 1838, 
was confided to the engineer corps of the Army. In that 
year (August 23) twelve of these works were transferred | 
to the topographical corps. In t839, (Jan ») fifty five | 
were also transferred ; and one, the Delaware break water, 
was transferred in June of that year. No appropriations 
of any consequence having been made for the prosecution 
of the public works since 1838, but little work bas been 
done or money expended on thew since that period, or 
since they have been placed in charge of the Topographical 
Bureau. 

«Jy what manner the administration of our public works 
will hereafter be condueted, (if indeed any further progress 
in them be authorized by Cougress,) by the corps to which 
they have been transferred, remains to be seen, 

«CIF the same errors of caléulation, waut of economy, 
delays, and mismanagement, which characterized the pro- 

pedings of the old engineer corps, find place in the ad- 
ministration of the new, Congress should loug hesitate 
before it consigned to its care any portion of the publie 
works, and the vast expenditure of money attending their 
construction. 

« With a view of enabling the House to judge of the 
propriety of making the suggested transfer to the engineer 
corps, the committee have prepared a statement of the | 
estimates and expenditures of many of our public works. | 
(Statement annexed, marked B.) | 

“This statement should be taken in connection with or 
as asupplement to a report of the Confhittce of Wags and | 
Means on the same subject. (See reports of committees | 
of the House, 1835-36, vol. 1, No. 297.) A comparison of | 
these estimates with the expenditures may suggest doubts 
whether lighthouses or any other publie works should 
be committed to the guardianship of men who, however 
scientific, seem to have wanted judgment, tact, and just 
| notions of economy.” 


Mr. KEITT. I withdraw my amendment. 

The question then being on Mr. Sranton’s 
arnendment, tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
Huenes and Campurxy were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- | 
ported—ayes 52, noes 80. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Ihaveanamend- : 
| ment which I wish to offer. It is a small matter, | 
| which Tani satisfied the committee wiil vote in | 
favor of without opposition. 

The amendment is as follows: 

And provided, That all persons intrusted with the dis- 
burseinent of the funds appropriated for the works named 
in this bit} shall be required to give bond and ample security 
for the faithful application of the same. 

[Cries of “ Right P? « Right] 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the committee do 
now rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman of the committe 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the: 
state of ihe Union had, according to order, had | 
i the Union generally under consideration, and par- i 
| ticularly House. bill No. 392, and had adopted | 
various amendments thereto, and had directed him 
to report the bill and amendmienis to the House. 


i 


| 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, in- 
forming the House that the Senate have passed, 
without amendment, a bill of the House of the fol- 
lowing title: 5 

H. R. No. 338. An act to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause to be. surveyed 
the tract of land in the Territory of Minnesota. 
belonging to the half-breeds or mixed blood of the 
| Dacotah or Sioux nation of Indians, and for other 
i purposes. . ae 

Also, that the Senate had agreed to the amend- 
ment of the House to the bill of the Senate (No. 
202) entitled: ý 

An act making further appropriations for the 
improvement of the Cape Fear river, North Caro- 
lina. 

Also, tbat the Senate have passed bills of the 
following titles: 

S. No. 138. An act authorizing the extehsion 
of the Alexandria and Washington railroad into 
the District of Columbia; 

S. No. 425. An act to constitute Tuscumbia, 
in the State of Alabama, a port of delivery; and 

S. No. 428. An act granting to Jasper Strong 
and George T'errill, and their associates, the right 
of way for a railroad through the reserved Janás 
near the navy-yard, Pensacola, in the State of 
Florida. 

In which he was directed to ask the concur- 
rence of the EIouse. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which thereupon received the sig- 
nature uf the Speaker: 

S. No. 404. An act to authorize the issue of a 
register to the brig Amelia by the name of Abby 
Frances; 

S. No. 202. An act making further appropria- 
tions for the improvement of Cape Fear river, 
North Carolina; 

S. No. 343. An act to confirm the claim of 
William H. Henderson and the heirs of Robert 
Henderson to five hundred acres of land in the 
Bastrop grant; and 

S. No. 330. An act for the relief 
Luco and José L. Luco. ` 

[A message was here received from the Presi- 


N Juan M. 


| dent of the United States, by Sipney WEBSTER, 


his Private Secretary, transmitting to the House 
a communication in writing.] 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. I have here a com- 
munication from the Attorney General of the 
United States, which I send to the Clerk’s desk, 
and ask to have read. 

The Clerk then read a communication from the 
Attorney General in reference to the connection 
of the Government of the United States with the 
canat around the falls of the Ohio river at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. . a 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move the previous 
question upon the engrossment of the river and 
harbor bill. F 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. 
the bill upon the table. 

Mr. WALSH. | move that the Hlouse do now 
adjourn 

Mr. MURRAY. 
motion. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then tak 
refused to adjourn. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. “I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Louisiana that he 
withdraw his motion to lay the bill upon the table 
until the demand for the previous’ question has 
been seconded.’ He can then renew it. 

Mr. PERKINS, [cannot withdraw’ the mo- 
tion, z j i 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion of the gentleman from Lovisiana. 

The yeas and hays were ordered. 

Mr. GROW. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. : 

‘Mr. WALSH.’ I demand tellers, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. SOLLERS 

and Wueexer were appointed. 


I move to lay 


I demand tellers on that 


en, and the House 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 45, noes 87. f OO a ; 
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of the House; and on that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

The question was taken; and.the motion was 
disagreed to. ` 


The question was then taken on Mr. Penxins’s 
motion; and it was decided Th the negative—yeas 
57, nays 99; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis 
Allen, Barksdale, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Brooks, Caskie, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, John G. Davis, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Goode, Grow, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hillyer, 
Houston, Daniel T. Jones, Rotand Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, 
Letcher, Lilly, MceCultoch, MeMullin, McQueen, Max- 
well, May, Mayall, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Orr, Packer, 
Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, 
Reese, Rowe, Ruffin, Shaw, Skelton, William R. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Vail, Walsh, and 
Daniel B. Wright—57. 

NAYS—Messrs. Banks, Bell, Bennett, Benson, Benton, 
Bliss, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, 


Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, | 


Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Dickinson, Dis- 
ney, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D.. Eliot, Elli- 
son, English, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Giddings, 
Green, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, 
Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Johnson, Kerr, Knox, Lind 
ley, Lindsley, McDougall, Macy, Middleswarth, Morgan, 
Nichols, Noble,Nortou, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peckham, 
Pennington, Preston, Ready, Richardson, David Ritchie, 
Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Sey 
mour, Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Sollers, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, 
David Stuart, John J. Taytor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel 
G. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Vansant, Wade, 
Walker, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
Yates, and Zollicoffer—99. 


Şo the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. WALSH. 
now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. KEITT. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. WENTWORTH.. I hope the friends of 
the bill will remain here this evening until the bill 
is passed. 

he question was taken, and the House refused 

to adjourn; there being, on a division—ayes 68, 
noes 81. 

The SPEAKER. 


I move that the House do 


Is it the pleasure of the 


House that the amendments reported from the | 


Committee of the Whole be read over, and the 
question taken in gross on all those upon which 
a separate vote is not demanded? 

Mr. WALSH. No, sir; letus take a separate 
vote upon each of them, 


First amendment: 

Tn the clause of the bill providing for the improvement 
of the Ohio river, inelnding the repair of the Cumberland 
dam, strike out 
et 190,000, $ 
provement of the said river above the fa And that so 
soon as the President of the Onited States is notified by the 
board of president and directors of the Louisville and Port- 
land Canal Company that all of the capital stock of said 
company is owned by the United States, and that the said 
company is free from all debts and Jiabilities, then the Pres- 
ident of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to appoint the proper officers to take 


3.2? 


possession of said canal on the part of the United States, | 


and to take control of the canal aud canal property afore- 
said, so that the same may not fall into decay or obstruct 
navigation ; and the expenses attending the custody and 
management of said canal and. canal property shalt be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 


ated, not exceeding the sum of $25,000 per annum; and | 


from and after the Ist day of January next, the navigation 
of said canal shall be free from all tolls and charges what- 
soever, 


Mr. LETCHER. 
on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KELTT. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
ten minutes past four o'clock, p. m.) the House 
adjourned until to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


I demand the yeas and nays 


IN SENATE. 
Wrepnespar, July 12, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry SLICER. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


CAPE FEAR RIVER. 
Mr. BADGER. I will ask the Senate, before 
proceeding with the usual call for petitions, to 


‘ $90,000,” and insert in lieu thereof; 
100,000 of said sum to be expended in the im- | 


li allow me to havea bill disposed” of, which has 


been returned from the House of Representatives, 
with an amendment. It isa bill which passed 
the Senate some four or five months ago, ‘‘making 
further appropriation for the improvement of the 
Cape Fear river, North Carolina.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment will be 
read. 

Mr. BADGER. I will state in a few words 
what the amendment is. The bill, as it passed the 
Senate, appropriated $140,000 for continuing the 
improvement of the Cape Fear river, at or near 
its mouth. There was asecond section in the bill, 
which appropriated $60,000 to reimburse the citi- 
zens of Wilmingion for some moneys which they 
had raised, and which they had put into the hands 
of the officer in charge of the work, forthe purpose 
of continuing it, after a previous appropriation 
had been expended. 

In the year 1852 Congress passed, in the river 
and harbor bill, an appropriation for the purpose 
of removing the obstructions in the Cape Fear. 
The next Phe! no general bill upon the subject 
was’ passed, and the Senate made an amendment | 
to the naval appropriation bill, appropriating a 
further sum for continuing the work, which was 
lost in consequence of a disagreement between the 
two Houses. The difficulty then presented to the 
citizens of Wilmington was this: the mouth of 
the river was filling up in consequence of some 
jetties thrown out by the Government for the 
protection of Fort Caswell, which turning the | 
current upon Bald Head, a sandy point opposite | 
the fort, washed the sand into the channel. If 
the work were stopped, from the failure of the } 
appropriation, matters would not remain as they | 
then were, to be resumed at that point when a 
further appropriation should be obtained; but, on į 
the contrary, things would, in the interval, grow 
worse, the filling up go on, the channel become | 
yet shallower, the work already done be entirely 
lost, and consequently more money be required 
for the removal of the obstruction, in consequence 
of this interval in the prosecution of the work. 

Congress, then, having authorized the work— 
Congress having assumed it as a public measure 
of importance to be accomplished by the United 
States—the appropriation having become exhaust- | 
ed, and one House of Congress having made an | 
appropriation for carrying on the work, and those ! 
improvements for the protection of thesite of Fort 
Caswell, having been made by the Government, | 
and, therefore, the injury resulting being mainly 
attributable to the action of the Government, the | 
citizens of Wilmington felt it was no intrusion of 
theirs, no attempt to entrap or engage the Gov- 
ernment in the prosecution of it, which would have 
been highly blameable and presumptous in these 
citizens; but merely a fair and justifiable effort to | 
preventan actual injury to the Government as well 


as themselves, which would have resulted by a || 


stoppage of a work already authorized and com- 
menced by Congress. Underthese circumstances, 
this sum of money was subscribed, and portions 
of it raised. It was not expended by the cilizens 
or their agents. It was placed in the hands of the 


officer of the Government in charge of the work; |, 
and, so far as it has been paid over and applied, }; 
| was paid over to him, and applied by him, and | 


under his direction. 
Under these circumstances, sir, [thought it was | 
not reasonable to strike out that part of the bill. į 
I felt satisfied that the subject was not fully under- | 
stood, and that the Government must ultimately | 
3 


see that, in the removal of an obstruction to a nav- |, 


igable water of one of the States of the Union, 
which was caused by the act of the Government 


itself, it is rather hard, rather ungenerous, to |) 
require that a small, but thriving and energetic |: 


community upon its banks, should contribute out | 
of their own. pockets a portion. of the expense | 


| necessary to remove the obstruction—an obstruc- 


tion mainly caused by the Government itself. i 

I have an abiding confidence that when the mat- | 
ter comes to be understeod at another session, this 
act, smell in itself, for the amount is. not large, 
but having high claims of justice and propriety to 
sanction it, will meet with the approbation of Con- 
gress.. In the mean time I hope the Senate will 
eoncur in the amendment which has been made 
by the House of Representatives, and allow the 
bill to be passed. 

Mr. CASS. As there is no noise and confusion 


a sE shall cer 


| upon this occasion 
| proposition. i 
The amendment was concurred iàs > 
“PETITIONS, BTC o" 3 
Mr.SUMNER. Ihavea communication from 
Mr. Thomas, the agent of: the United: States Tor 
| the prosecution of claivis before the commission 
| now in session in London, covering certain, | 
i pers, which I desire, for a moment, to explain. 
i it seems that Messrs, Blyth & Greene, merchunts 
‘in the island of Mauritius, and also in London, 
i rendered important service’ to certain: American: 
passengers at that placé, advancing considerable 
į sums of money, for which they have never re- 
i ceived any return. That service was the ground: 
| of a memorial, and a claim which they taid before’ 
1 
1 
1 


tainly vote for the 


the commission now in, session.in London, on the 
16th of the last month; but, according to the terms 
| of the convention between the United States and 
! Great Britain, the period for presenting. such 
i claims expired on the J5th, the day before the 
i claim was actually presented.. Under these. cir-. 
| cumstances, Mr. Thomas, the agent of the Uni- 
| ted States at London, has done me the honor. te, 
| inclose the papers to me, and ask me to present. 
| them to Congress. Ido that now; and I move: 
i their reference to the Committee:on. Foreign Ré- 
lations. ‘ 
The motion was agreed to. i 
Mr. ROCKWELL presented the petition of 
Emory Washburn and six hundred other men, of 
Massachusetts, praying for the repeal of the act. 
of 1850, known as the fugitive slave bill. j 
He said that he was informed, by a letter, 
from a gentleman of high character, and one of. 
the petitioners, that the petitioners are most, of 
them citizens of the city of Worcester; that the 
petitioners do not seek to nullify the provision of 
the Constitution in relation to fugitives from ser- 
vice, but they are determined that, so far as in. 
them lies, the provision referred to. shall not be’ 
carried out by legislation that. violates the spirit,. 
if not the letter, of various other provisions of the. 
same Constitution, and which experience has now. 
shown, is destructive of the peace and subversi 
of the rights of. the citizens of the free States: ; ` 
He moved that the petition be. referred to the, 
Committee on the Judiciary; the:and motion wag. 
agreed to. : ood Pasties 
Mr. SEWARD presented an additional docu-' 
ment in relation to the claim of Myles T. Wool- 
ley; which was referred to the Committee on Pen-. 
sions. 3 
Also, the petition of George Middleton, praying. 
remuneration for services rendered during the war. 
| of 1812; which was referred to the Committee on, 
| Pensions. : r 
Also, a petition of Whig citizens of Greenpoint, 
Long Island, praying the repeal of the fugitive 
slave Jaw, and the restoration of the Missouri re-’ 
striction; which was referred to the Committee.on 
the Judiciary. : Pe eon are 
Also, a memorial of Democratic ‘citizens of, 
| Greenpointand Bushwick, New York, demanding. 
| the repeal of the fugitive slave law, and: the res» 
| toration of the Missouri restriction; : which was 
ordered to lie on the table. une Me 
Also, a petition of citizens of Rochester, New 
York, praying a reduction’ in the rates of ocean 
postage; which was réferréd to the Committée-‘on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. “Pet 
Also, a petition of Charles ` Hubbs, praying a 
modification of the letter and newspaper postage: 
‘of the United States; which was teferredto“the 
; Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Aiso, a petition of citizens of- Utica, New York, 
| praying a reduction in the rates of ocean postage; 
| which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
i 


Office and Post Roads. ee i 

Mr. SUMNER presented -a petition of students: 
iof the New Hampshire Conference Seminary in’ 
Northfield, New Hampshire, praying the repeal 
of. the fugitive slave law of 1850; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary | 

Mr. TOUCEY presented the petition of Reuben, 
Lord and others, owners of the fishing schooner 
Brothers, of New London, Connecticut, praying 
i to be allowed fishing bounty; which was referred 
i to the Committee on Commerce. o, 0s... 
| Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
Sandusky City, Ohio, praying the purchase of a 
| site, and the erection thereon, in that city, of a 
| building for a custom-house and post office; which 
i was referred to the Committee on Commerce. ` 
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. Mr. HUNTER presented a letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, concerning the fees of dis- 
trict attorneys, and the propriety of an act to 
regulate the same; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

PAPERS. WITHDRAWN. AND REFERRED. 
i On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 

‘Ordered; That leave be granted to withdraw the petition 
and papers of Juan M. and José L. Luco. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Towa, it was 

Ordered, That Arthur Washburne have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. ALLEN, it was 


Ordered; That the petition of P. C. Miles, together with 
the adverse report of the Committee on Pensions thereon, ; 
be recommitted to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


_ Mr, BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Nancy D. Holker, of Virginia, by her agent, 
Holker Hughes, praying Congress for the repay- 
ment of a sum of money loaned by her husband, 
John Holker, to Congress, during the revolu- 
tionary war, in continental currency, at such rate 
as was then allowed for the said currency in gold 
or silver, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill for her relief; which was read and passed to 
a second reading. The report was ordered to be | 
printed. 
"Mr, DODGE, of ‘Iowa, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill from 
the House of Representatives, to graduate and re- 
duce the price of the public lands to actual settlers 
and cultivators, reported it back without amend- 
ment. 
` He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
gentatives to extend the right of preémption on 
unsurveyed lands in Minnesota, and for other 
purposes, re 
He also, 
was referre 


from the same committee, to whom | 
d a bill to reduce and graduate the price | 
of the public lands, reported it back without 
amendment, and moved that it be laid on the; 
table. The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Pri- | 
vate Land Claims, to whom was referred a bill for : 
the relief of A. G. Penn, reported it back without 
amendment, together witha report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on the Judi- 


i 
ported it back without amendment. 


ciary,to whom were referred the memorial of James 
M. Carlisle and Walter S. Cox, administrators, 


with the will annexed, of Cornelius P. Van Ness, 
deceased, praying there payment of money alleged 
tohave been erroneously paid into the Treasury by 


| 


the gaid Van Ness, while collector of the customs | 


for the district of Vermont; and the petition of 
Madalena Van Ness, widow of Cornelius P. Van 
Ness, deceased, praying that whatever amount 
may be allowed on the claim of her late husband, 
C. P, Van Ness, deceased, may be paid to her, 
and not to the administrators, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill for the relief of Madalena 
Van Ness, widow of Cornelins P. Van Ness, 


deceased; which was read, and passed to a second | 


reading. The report was ordered to be’ printed. 
NEW REGISTER. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- | 


merce, to whom was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives to change the name of 
the American-bui 
Rose, and to grant her a new register, reported it 
back without amendment, and asked for its imme- 
diate consideration. 

No- objection being made, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill; and it was reported to the 
Senate. without amendment, ordered to be read a 
third time, was read a third time, and passed. 


COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. MASON: Mr. President, I made a report, 
a day or two since, from the select 
the organization of the officers of the Senate, ac- 
companied by resolutions fixing the salaries of 
those. various officers, and classifying them as the 
committee had agreed upon. Since that report 
came in and was ordered to be printed, the House 
of Representatives have sent us a joint resolution 


affecting the salaries of the officers of both Houses, i 
f 


and I have, therefore, with the approbation of the | 
committee, withdrawn the papers from the printer, i 


It brig Hallowell to that of James | 


a il 
committee on |; 


| with a view to accommodate the salaries which 


we had proposed to give to this proposition of the 
House to increase them by twenty per cent.; and 
the committee authorize me now to ask the Senate 
to allow us to substitute resolutions, framed upon 
that basis, modifying the resolutions heretofore 
ordered. I now offer them in the modified form. 
The order to print can stand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricut 
in the chair.) Does the Senator ask for any 
action? : 

Mr. MASON. I have no objection, of course, 
to the consideration of the resolutions now, unless 
some Senator desires to see the report printed. ` 

Several Senators. Let it be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolu- 
Í tions will lie over, and, with the report, be printed. 

Mr. BADGER. I think the Senate had better 
now take up the joint resolution of the House of 
Representatives, in respect to the pay of the offi- 
cers, and have it referred to the select committee 
from which we have just bad a report. 

The joint resolution from the House to fix the 
compensation of the employees of the legislative 
department of the Government, and to prohibit 
the allowance of the usual extra compensation to 
such as receive the benefits hereof, was accord- 
ingly taken up, and referred to the select commit- 
tee. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. HAMLIN. It will be recollected by the 
Senate, that along time since, a resolution was 
passed ordering an additional number of the Com- 
pendium of the Census to be printed for the use of 
the Senate. The motion was made to reconsider 
the vote by which that resolution was adopted, for 
the purpose of affording the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. Burner] an opportunity of offering 
an amendment. It is very desirable that that res- 
olution should be disposed of. The Senator from 
South Carolina, I understand, is ready to suggest 
his amendment. 
now. It will take but a moment. 

At the request of some Senators, Mr. Hamu 
withdrew his motion to allow the presentation of 
a petition, which having been done, he renewed 
the motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I perceive that this morning 
two pamphlets have been laid upon the desks of 
Senators—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. 


ing. 

Sur: HOUSTON. I will occupy but a moment. 
I am not going to make a speech. Two pam- 
phiets have been laid upon my desk, and I presume 
they have been laid upon the desks of other Sen- 
ators. One of them is a letter addressed to my- 
self, as Senator from Texas. It appears to be 
signed by a Mr. E. W. Moore. I will not go into 
a review of the pamphlets, or either of them, at 
this time; but that one single fact may be under- 
stood, as it is of very recent occurrence, I will 
read it. I see he says, in reference to the power 
of attorney which he drew up for Mrs. Nancy 
Wilber from the treasury of Texas: 


«Y have never received one cent of the money due the 
widow of D. C. Wilber. The first power of attorney was 
informal; on presenting the second one, the auditor wrote 
me the following: i 

“c Raymond (the treasurer) thinks the power of attorney 
from Mrs. Wilber will be sufficient to draw her husband’s 
pay, if you will accompany it with the proof that she is the 


| widow of Wilber. 
«< Yours truly, JOHN M. SWISHER?” 


This, sir, was done to avert the calamity to 
her, and to prevent her being swindled out of the 
i money. In the year 1848 she gave a power of 
attorney to &. W. Moore, upon which, on the 2d 
of May, 1851, he drew a certificate for $684 93. 
That was three years ago. 
| in person for the certificate, as she represents to 
me. She wrote to him twice. In 1852, after 
receiving this certificate, he wrote for a second 
| power of attorney; and, whether presented or not, 
| he drew the certificate under the first power of 
attorney. She has recently been here, yet he has 


1 believe my motion is pend- 


| years. He writes to her latterly, that with much 
of his money tied up at Austin, he has many 
difficulites. 
These are the facts: He says he has not drawn 
a cent of the money; but he does not deny having | 
drawn the certificate which was her property, and 
which has been retained fromher for three years. 


| 
j! 
| 


I ask the Senate to consider it 


She applied to him | 


held or retained that certificate to which she was | 
entitled, for the amount I have specified, for three | 


Sir, she is the widow of a gallant man who re- 
ceived injuries in Texas in Moore’s unauthorized 
expedition to Yucatan—injuries so deep that he 
lingered, and under the influence of them, died, 
after having depended on-her industry to sustain 
him whilst life Ñasted. He passed to the shades. 
She has had the calamities and bereavements of 
widowhood upon her, and an orphan ‘boy to sus- 
tain in a state which appeals to humanity. I did 
not think that there was avarice greedy enough, or 
profligacy so wanton as to deprive a widow and 
orphan of their only mite. Heave it here, sir, for 
the present; Saturday is my day always. 


COMPENDIUM OF THE CENSUS. 


Mr. Hamtin’s motion was agreed to; and the 
Senate accordingly proceeded to consider the mo- 
tion submitted by Mr. Mason, on Tuesday, the 
17th of January, to reconsider the vote by which 
on that day the resolution, reported from the 
Committee on Printing, to print fifty thousand 
copies of a Compendium of the Seventh Census, 
to be arranged by the Superintendent of the Cen- 
sus, was adopted, as amended, 

‘The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The resolution, as adopted, was: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Sen- 


f d copies of a Compenditm of the Seventh 


ate, fifty thousan 
Census, to be arranged by. the Superintendent of the Cen- 


sus, embracing the population by towns and counties; the 
ratio tables of population; tables of nativities, births, 
marriages, and deaths; of. the. deaf, dumb, blind, insane, 
and idiotic ; of schools and colleges; of aggregates of oc- 
cupations; of churches ; of newspapers and libraries ; and 
of agricultural products; with ustrative notes and com- 
parative tables: Provided, The said Compendium shall be 
printed in royal octavo form, and not exceed four hundred 
pages.” i 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 move to amend the resolu- 
tion by inserting after, the words “ agricultural 
products,” the words: 

And also a table showing the numbers of acres of land 
in cultivation in eaeh of the principle staple productions of 
the soil, and the aggregate numbers of acres in cultivation 
in each of the States and Territories of the United States. 

That, I understand, will be acceptable to the 
Senator who reported the resolution. And, Mr. 
President, I desire to make this remark. It has 
been always my wish to ascertain the number of 
acres in cultivation, and, of course, theaggregate 
products from them. In order to obtain that, I 
understand, a table, something like what I hold in 
my hand, will, perhaps, take up one page; that is, 
there will be one column showing how much cotton 
is made in Louisiana; how much tobacco in Vir- 
ginia; and how much rice in South Carolina; and 
showing, further, how much is made on every 
acre; and ultimately carried out, it will show how 
much arable land there is in cultivation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to inquire of the hon- 
orable Senator whether he has made any calcula- 
tion by which we can know how many copies are 
to be allowed to each Senator, that is to say, to 
each State. I think that compendium will be very 
desirable, as there is a very great deficiency in the 
number of the copies of the census. We have 
not had enough of them to supply the demand. 
But I wish the honorable Senator who introduced 
the amendment would propose one further table, 
and that would be a relative one, showing the 
statistics, as far as they can be shown, of the 
decimal census from the beginning, when the 
census, as taken heretofore, has given us such 
matters for comparison. That would give us 
the comparative results at different periods. It 
would makeit very desirable if thatcould be added 
to it. ‘The value of statistics depends altogether 
on the comparison of them with the statistics of 
other countries and of other times. : 

Mr. HAMLIN. Perhaps this work does not 
embrace every thing that every Senator would de- 
sire; very probably it does not. I can only say 
that the committee to which the subject was re- 
ferred, after carefully conferring with the super- 
intendent, Mr. De Bow, came to the conclusion 
that this was the best work that could be prepared 
within the limits named. The.very point, how- 
ever, to which the Senator calls my attention, I 
think is provided for in the resolution. It does 
provide for comparative tables. 

I desire only further to say, that the amendment 
which the Senator from South Carolina has of- 
fered, I think was embraced in the resolution as 
it was originally- reported; but to make, it abso- 


lutely certain, to leave it without doubt, the Sen- 
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ator has offered the amendment. It therefore will 

embrace no more than it would have done, if the 

resolution pass as it now is, as T hope it may. 
The resolution, as amended, was azreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, ‘announcing 
that they had passed a bill'making provision for 
the postal service in the State of California and 
inthe Territories of Oregon and Washington, in 
which they requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

[The bill was readtwice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.) 

Also, that they had passed Senate bill for the 
relief of Juan M. Luco and José L. Luco; and 
Senate bill to authorize the issue of a register to 
the brig Amelia, by the name of Abby Frances; 
and Senate bill to incorporate the Georgetown 
Gas-Light Company, with an amendment. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
had signed the enrolled joint resolution to correct, 
a clerical error in an act approved June 22, 1854, 
to authorize a register to be issued to the steamer 
El Paraguay, by a new name; 

An act. to provide for the construction of a mil- 
itary road in the Territory of Utah; 

An act to provide for the continuation of the 
military road from Myrtle Creek to Scottsburg, 
in Oregon; 

An act for the payment of the civil officers em- 
ployed in the Territory of New Mexico, while 
under military government; 

An act to authorize the Secretary of War to 
settle and adjust the expenses of the Rogue River 
Indian war; 

An act to refund to the Territory of Utah the 
expenses incurred by said Territory in suppress- 
ing Indian hostilities; 

‘An act for the construction of certain military 
roads and wells in the Territory of New Mexico; 

An act for the relief of Samuel W. Brady; 

Joint resolution explanatory of the second sec- 
tion of a resolution ‘to establish certain post 
routes,” approved July 12, 1852; 

An act for the relief of George W. Gibson; 

An act for the relief of Cornelius H. Latham; 

An act for the relief of A. B. Roman, of Lou- 
isiana; and 

An act to provide a pension for Sergeant G. W. 
Torrence; which were thereupon signed by the 
President pro tempore. 


A. G. PENN. 


Mr. BAYARD. Iask the Senate now to take 
up the bill to authorize the extension and comple- 
tion of the Treasury building, and also the con- 
struction of a building for the War, Navy, and 
Interior Departments. Itis absolutely necessary 
that action should be had upon ite 

Mr. BROWN. 1 will ask the Senator whether 
it is likely to lead to debate? I want to go on 
with the homestead bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not know that it will. 1 
think it will not. 

Mr. CLAY. One o’ctock is the hour fixed for 
the homestead bill. 

Mr. BROWN. Task the Senator whether he 
will consent to let it go over if it leads to debate? 

Mr. BAYARD. Certainly, I will, at the end of 
the morning hour. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask the Senator from 
Delaware to withdraw his motion, to permit me 
to make a report. 


Mr. BAYARD. 
pose. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I am directed by the Com- 


I withdraw it for that pur- 


mittee on Private Land Claims, to which was | 


referred a bill for the relief of A. G. Penn, to 
report it back with an amendment, and with a 
recommendation that itpass. 1 ask that the report 
may be printed. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I suggest to my colleague 
whether that bill had not better be put upon its 
passage now. There can be no objection to it 
at all. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator from Dela- 
ware has a motion before the body. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 know that he has, but I 
hope he will allow this bill to be put upon its 


passage. 


| 


purpose of permitting that 


Mr. BAYARD. If L yielded the floor for the 
bill to pass, I should 
not be sure of getting it again. J would yield 
with pleasure, but I wish to have the action of the 


i| Senate upon the bill that I propose to take up. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator withdraw his motion? 

Mr. BAYARD. [cannot do it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. It cannot occupy a moment 
to pass the bill reported by my colleague. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Delaware refuses to withdraw his motion. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Mr. Bayarp’s motion was agreed to; and 
the Senate, as. in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to authorize 
the extension and completion of the Treasury 


| building, and also the construction of a building 


for the War, Navy, and Interior Departments. 

Mr. BAYARD. The necessity for the passage 
of this bill must be obvious to every Senator who 
has turned his attention to it. The records and 
archives of the United States, in the State De- 
partment, are really in a state of insecurity, and 
the mere statement of the case shows that the pas- 
sage of this bill is necessary. The public business 
imperatively requires the construction of new 
buildings for the Departments, to accommodate 
the officers belonging to those Departments, and 
to afford places of security for the archives of the 
Government. The plan is laid down in the bill 
with sufficient definitiveness to secure an adher- 
ence to the general structure proposed. The mere 
details, of course, are left to the Executive discre- 
tion, because it would be impossible, in the con- 
struction of sucha building, to putin the bill every 
detail. 

By the proposed plan the present Treasury build- 
ing will become quadrangular. The additions will 
cover a space of flooring of one hundred and two 
thousand two hundred feet, while the present one 
oceupies only forty-four thousand five hundred and 
sixty feet. The number of rooms will betwo hun- 
dred and two additional to the one hundred and 
fifty-two in the present building. The cost of the 
present building was $650,000; the cost of the ad- 
dition will be $1,250,000. The same order of archi- 
tecture will be observed in the construction of the 
building, as thaton which it was originally con- 
structed. The effect will be, as egarda the en- 
largement, to give ample accommo ation both to 
the State and Treasury Departments, and then it 
will afford security for the preservation of the 
public records and archives. ; 

The other building contemplated, in place of 
the War and Navy Departments, is also essential, 
and will, in its construction, give room for the In- 
terior Department, which is now obliged to locate 
elsewhere in temporary buildings. The whole 
cost of both structures will be, for the addition 
and enlargement of the Treasury Department, 
$1,250,000, and for the new building for the War 
and Navy and Interior Departments, $1,750,000, 
making in all $3,000,000. The present bill con- 
templates an appropriation of $600,000 as the 
amount which can be used advantageously during 
the current fiscal year. I have the plans here, 
and if Sénators desire to examine them they can 
do so. They are approved by the public archi- 
tect, and by the officers occupying these build- 
ings. The buildings which we have now, in my 
opinion, area disgrace to the country. Ít isa 
disgrace to the country that the public records 
should be kept in insecurity,as they are in the 
present buildings, with the exception, perhaps, of 
the Treasury Department. 

Mr. ADAMS. This bill proposes to expend 
$3,000,000, and it is most evident that we shall 
not have time, at this session, to investigate the 
subject as the importance of the expenditure seems 
to demand; | therefore move to postpone its fur- 
ther consideration until the second Monday in 
December. It cannot long delay the commence- 
ment of the work, and it will givean opportunity 
to Congress to investigate the expenditure more 
thoroughly. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
prevail, The bill has been reported for a very 
long time. Therecan be no doubt that there is an 
actual necessity 
ings. There is not a session of Congress at 
which you are not called upon to rent buildings. 
At this present session you have been obliged to 


I| pay a large sum for the purpose of renting a tem- 


for the construction of the build- | 


l hope that motion will not | rales : pee 
3 particular Buncombe in this, although it is avery 


porary building; (which‘the leesor : or 
out of,) at $30,000 a year. Tn the State Depart- 
ment the records of the country are notortously:it 
insecurity. In the loft it is jammed up with 
ments unto the roof. They do: not know 
documents are there. And’ this is “the stats “of 
thingsin a country where you have‘an ‘overflowing 
Treasury, where there is no‘constitutional question 
involved; and yet, when this is broughtup it wist 
be postponed. On what grounds? What farther 
examination does it need? It is‘éné In which 
there are no local interest to gratify. Teis one on 
which no member of the committee could be biased 


by anything except a sense of ‘public’ duty in the 


recommendation of an appropriation. ek 

The buildings have been designed with great 
care, after consultation with the officers and‘ per- 
sons employed in the different Departments. One 
of them is calculated to accomodate’ the Intérior 
Department, which is now in an outside building, 
as well as the War and Navy. ‘It is intended to 
concentrate them, “and to put the Treasury and 
State Departments in the other, giving a. perfect 
accommodation to all the great Departments of the 
Government. I submit that this bill, though it 
may not certainly appealto public prejudice; though 
it may not make as much political capital as some 
others, is really one due to the public for the pur- 
pose of preserving the records of thecountry. And 
if you Gelay this matter to a subsequent time, and 
it should so happen, as has happened in other of 
the buildings, and particularly if the State Depart- 
ment should be destroyed by fire, the gentleman 
who proposes the delay will find it difficult to an- 
swer to his constituerits for the results of such a 
proposition. 

Mr. SEWARD. The only question I had 
about this bill was, whether it would be adequate 
for the uses proposed. I perceive, from the state- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware, that it is. ‘I 
was desirous to know whether there was a pro- 
vision in the Treasury Department for the’Coast 
Survey. I perceive from the proposed propor- 
tions of the building, that it will accomplish that 
purpose. In that case we shall have the ability 
to withdraw ourselves altogether, 
ings are completed, from the hiring and renting of 
insufficient structures at the cost which we pay 
pe them, and which are in an imperfect state at 
that. 8 ' 

The honorable Senator has offered strong argu- 
ments in favor of this bill, especially the argument 
of the necessity of having fire-proof buildings for 
the preservation of the immensely valuable papers 
which are déposited in all the Departments. He 
has very truly said that if, by all this delay, a fire 
should break out within one of these Depart- 
ments, the loss might be more than the cost of 
the entire construction. ; as 

Sir, I think we may illustrate that remark by 
stating that there can be no doubt. that the private 
and public losses and misfortunes “which: have 
been sustained heretofore, from accidents of that 
kind in our public buildings, have been equal to 
all the cost which is proposed for these new struc- 
tures. The public buildings are necessarily ex- 
posed to accidents from fire. And,after all, they 
are not guarded with the same care by watchmen 
ag private property is guarded. So it has hap- 
pened that, within the space of twenty: years, not 
only the Treasury Department has been burnt, 
but also the Patent Office. Having had some 
little experience heretofore in the examination of 
questions arising under the patent laws, 1 have 
had occasion to learn that. great lostés have re- 
sulted from,and in many instances great injustice 
has been done to persons, because their patents 
were destroyed by the burning of that office. I 
think, if we compare the whole expense of this 
structure with the damage which has resulted from 
the burning of the Patent Office, it is evident that 
this will be a saving to the country. I hope, 
therefore, the bill will pass. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
any difficulty in the way of any necessary 
work for the benefit of the Government. “The 
Senator from’ Delaware says that there is no, 


meritorious question. T am not conscious, sir, 
of having supported any measure in this body on 
account ofits being what is known as a Buncombe 
proposition. l 

Mr. BAYARD. Idid not mean to make any 
such imputation on the Senator. i 


after the build- | 


[have no disposition to throw - 


OU y 
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eo Mr..ADAMS. Then. I have. nothing to say. 
My only reason for moving the postponement was, 
that l felt confident it would be impossible, if the 
bill were sentro the House of Representatives, to 
pass it through that body at this session. I 
-thought that by the postponement. which. I pro- 
posed, more time would. be given to. investigate 
the character of the expenditure. If I had 
thought there was a probability. of its passing | 
through the other House at this session, 1 should 
not bave made the motion. If it is the wish of 
the Senate to pass the bill, I have no dispositio 
to. throw difficulties in the way; still I should like 
to. have the sense of the Senate, whether they 
will postpone it or not. ` 

Mr. CHASE. Iam. not prepared to vote for 
the bill in its. present shape. I acquiesce very 
cheerfully in the validity of the reasons assigned 
by the Senator from Delaware, and the Senator 
from New York, in respect to the construction of | 
a, building for the accommodation of the Treasury 
and State Departments. The reasons assigned in | 
relation. to.the records, apply chiefly to that build- 
ing. The very extensive structures now going on 
in this city—the enlargement of the Capitol, the 
building of the west. wing of the Patent Office, and | 
the construction of the addition to the Treasury 
Department—will involve a very large annual ex- 
penditure; and it strikes me that, until we see the 
end-of that, we had better postpone the construc- 
tion of further building for the accommodation of 
other Departments. lam not prepared to say that 
on further consideration I shall not withdraw even 
this objection; but as it is now the hour of taking 
up the special order, I move the postponement of 
this bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to that, if 
the Senate desire it. The postponementuntil next 
session would necessarily tend to defeat the bill; | 
because, as to the action of the House, it is more 
probable that it would pass if we sent it over at | 
this session, than if we sentit at the next session, | 
As to the postponement until to-morrow, if the 
honorable Senator from Ohio desires to discuss it, 
T can have no objection to its postponement until 
half past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. ADAMS. To obviate any difficulty, I 
withdraw my motion. 

Mr. Cuase’s motion was agreed to. 


HOMESTEAD -BILL. 


On motion by Mr. WALKER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the House bill ‘to grant a homestead 
of one hundred and sixty acres of the public 
lands to actual settlers,” the pending question 
being on the amendment of Mr. Crayton, to 
strike out the sixth section, which is in the follow- 
ing words: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any individ- 
ual now a resident of any one of the States or Territories, 
and not a citizen of the United States, but at the time of 
making suchacquisition for the benefit of this act, shall 
have filed a declaration of intention as required by the nat- 
uralization laws of the United States, aud shall become a 
citizen of the same’ before the issuarfce of the patent, as 
made and provided for in this act, shall be placed upon an 
equal footing with the native born citizen of the United 
States.” 

—and insert 


Sec. 8. And beit further enacted, That any mechanic 
or other citizen of the United States, of full age, engaged 
in and accustomed te any business, trade, or calling, other 
than the cultivation of jand, shall, in consideration of his 
inability to comply with the conditions of this act, by reason 
ofhis want of knowledge, skill, or experience in such culti- 
vation of land, be entitled to receive in lieu ofone hundred 
and sixty acres of land as herein provided, the sum of $160 
to be paid to him out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. Avams having called for a division of the 
amendment, the question is first to be taken on the 
motion to strike out. 

Mr. ADAMS. I called for a division of the 

uestion, with a view of first taking the sense of 
the Senate upon striking out the section. My 
reason for that was this: if there be any propriety 
in disposing of the public lands without any con- 
sideration, It seems to me to arise from the fact 
that the public lands have been purchased and 
paid for by the common blood and treasure of the 
country; and in disposing of them, in giving them 
away, if they should be given on the principle of 
this bill, as ] understand it is intended, it should 
be to the most necessitous portion of those who 
have paid the taxes and contributed to the aequi- | 


sixth ‘section excludes those who have had no 
participation in the acquisition of the territory, 
who have paid no taxes, who have not. defended 
i the country, and who have had no interest in the 
| Goverment. 

Upon what principle, 1 ask, sir,-do you tax 
those who have been here, native-born and adopted 
citizens, for the benefit of those who may come 
hereafter? . It is upon the principle which I have 
stated, if there be any justice in it, that the bill 
should rest. I do not believe that itisjust. But 
I beg leave to call the attention of Senators to the 
fact, thatgt is the first effort towards agrarian-_ 
ism. Iffwithoutany consideration, without any 
public service, or without any pretext, you may 
take from the public Treasury either a portion of 
, the pablic property or the public money by your 
egislation, legislating it out of the pocket of one 
into that of another, there ig no limit to your 
power. Mark me, this is only an entering wedge, 
and we shall have other and different propo- 
sitions presented until it comes to making men 
equalin this country. Disguise itas you will, it 
i is the commencement of a division of the prop- 
! erty, and the making of all equal. If Senators 
i are prepared for this step, I have nothing to say; 
| but as much as has been said with referenceto the 
rights of foreigners, I only desire to call the atten- 
ion of the Senate to the distinction that, if you 
confine the proposition to those who have con- 
ributed towards the acquisition of the territory, 
: there seems to be some principle in giving it to the 
most necessitous portion; but to give it to those 
i who have had no participation whatever in it, is 
i so palpably unjust that it seems to me the whole 
! country would be opposed to it. 
| Mr. CHASE. I desire to submit a remark or 
| two, and then to offer an amendment, with the 
| view of perfecting the sixth section, before the 
i motion to strike out shall be taken. I do it at 
' this time, because if the motion to strike out shall 
! not prevail, and the section is retained, no motion 


! will afterwards be in order to amend it until the 


| bill is reported to the Senate. 

| I cannot agree with the Senator from Iowa, 
. (Mr. Donas, ] that all amendments are inexpe- 
i dient. Iam, on the contrary, in favor of reason- 
i ableand proper amendments. Such amendments 
: will not endanger the final passage of the bill. I 
| have no doubt that the House will cheerfully agree 
| to such amendments as commend themselves, by 
| their obvious propriety, to its approbation. But, 
| sir, if it should be otherwise, and beneficial amend- 
| ments made here shall be rejected in the House, 
it would be quite in the power of this body to 
recede, and thus save the bill. 

It may not be the pleasure of the Senate to amend 
| the billatall, In that case I shall still vote for 
| it, not as a perfect measure, butas one commended 
! by considerations of humanity and policy, of 
: sound expediency anu liberal justice. I shall pro- 
| pose no amendment, therefore, with any unfriendly 
| purpose towards the bill. I do not regard it as per- 
; fect—far from it. 1 do not know that any Senator 
| entirely approves it. But if [can get no better 
| bill, I shall vote for this; because it carries out, 
i to a certain extent, that great principle of public 
i policy first announced in this Chamber, perhaps, 
| by the late Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
| Webster,] to whom the Senator from Michigan 
i [Mr. Cass] referred yesterday, but which found its 
| first practical, zealous, and persevering advocate 
|; Upon this floor, in the Senator from Wisconsin. 
| OF that policy I heartily approve. When first an- 
|| nounced, I declared my adhesion toit. { persevere in 
| it to-day. I regard the public lands as the esTare 
| OF THE PEOPLE, and Congress merely asa trustee. 
i The people are the cestuis que trust—the benefici- 
: aries of this estate,and the whole duty of Con- 
: gress is performed by such a disposal of the lands 
i for the benefit of the people as an upright dis- 
|! charge of the trust requires. To devote a portion 
_ of these lands for the benefit of the indigent insane 
|in the several States I regarded as a reasonable 
| exercise of the trust power vested in Congress by 
[ene Constitution. 1 therefore voted for the bill 
making provision for that unfortunate class. { 
| regard the grant of limited portions of these lands 
| to actual settlers as a wiseand beneficent exercise 
| of the same trust power. I shall therefore vote 
| 


- And now, sir, I wish to say a few words in 
reply to the observation which fell from the Sen- 


sition of the territory. The striking out of the 


for this bill. 
| 


ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams.] He says 


| act. 


that immigrants from other lands ought not to 
share the benefits of this measure. They have 


| rendered no services, he alleges, to the country, 


and therefore havé no claim upon the bounty of 
the Goyernment. There would be force in this 
argument if these grants could be regarded as re- 
wards for services performed; but then the argu- 
ment would exclude from the benefits of the bill 
all, whether natives or. foreigners, who have not 
rendered actual services to the public. The bill 
proposes no grants upon considerations of this 
nature; the argument, therefore, if good at all, is 
good against the whole bill.. But it is not valid at 
all. These grants are not rewards for services 
rendered; they form part of a system of disposing 


| of the public land. They are for the benefit of the 


whole people represented by the Government, as 
well as for the individual grantees. The public’ 
lands may be regarded, under one point of view, 
as a vast quantity of unemployed machinery in 
the possession of a great capitalist. It is capable 
of producing enormous wealth, but is idle and 
unproductive for want of hands to work it. It is 
the business of a wise capitalist to bring his ma- 
chinery into use. It is the part of a wise Govern- 
ment to bring the public domain into cultivation, 
to develop its hidden wealth, and add its treasures 
to the general resources of the country. Every 
settler upon the publiclands, under the provisions 
of this act, in the course of the five years which 
must elapse before he can obtain a patent, will 
more than pay for the land he occupies in the shape 
of duties upon goods consumed, or by the contri- 
butions which his labors furnish to the wealth and 
strength of the country. 
And now, sir, if these public benefits constitute a 
valid reason for these grants to actual settlers, that 
reason applies as strongly to immigrants coming 
into the country after the passage of the act, as it 
does to those already here. There is no substan- 
tial reason which commends itself to the judg- 
ment of a statesman for any such discrimination. 
There is a sound and sufficient ground of distinc- 
tion between citizens in fact or in intention, and 
aliens who do not design to become citizens, but 
no reason at all for any such distinetion between 
immigrants who do intend to becomie. citizens. 
The section, as it stands, draws a line between 
immigrants already arrived and immigrants to 
arrive hereafter. Those who arrive to-day are 
to have the benefit of the act; those who arrive 
to-morrow, if the bill ia the mean time should 
become a law, will be excluded from its benefit. 
Can anybody assign a sensible reason for such a 


‘discrimination between (if E may be allowed to 


coin a phrase) the ante venients and the post 
ventents. ` 
Sir, the principle for which I contend now, of 
non-discrimination between different classes of 
immigrants intending to become citizens, was 
sanctioned in the recent Kansas and Nebraska 
act. I congratulated the country at the time 
upon the recognition of. the right of all such im- 
migrants; without distinction, to the elective 
franchise. I was glad to witness that breaking 
down of old prejudices against immigrants coming 
into this country, which led toa nearly unan- 
imous vote in this Chamber in favor of retain- 
ing the clause which allowed them to vote in the 
Territories. That vote recognized no such nar- 
row and illiberal discrimination as this bill now 
makes. It went upon a sound reason. It allowed 
all to vote after declaration of intention,and taking 
the oath prescribed by the act. It excluded none, 
whether arrived before or after the passage of the 
It made no distinction between those who 
might, and those who might not, exercise the right 
of suffrage, except the distinction between those 
who should manifest a disposition to become cit- 
izens,and a readiness to qualify themselves for 
the exercise of the elective franchise, under the 
provisions of the act,and those who might not be 
ready to become citizens, or so to qualify them- 
selves. Ido not say that I approved the qualifica- 
tion required. ‘The oath to support the provisions 
of an act of Congress, though not unprecedented, 
ought not, in my judgment, to be required. I speak 
only now of the principle of discrimination. I 
approve the principle of that bill so far as it 
refused to discriminate between immigrants on 
the ground of difference as to date of arrival in 
thecountry. I desire to have no such discrimin- 
ation made in this bill. I want no discrimination 
upon any principle which will not approve itself 
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to a sound, just, and logical mind. - I have, there- | 
fore, prepared an amendment, which, if adopted, | 
will remove from the bill those words which deny. | 
its benefits to after-comers, and. will secure jts | 


equal operation in favor of ali immigrants who | 
intend to become citizens of the country. i 
It is not necessary for me to say anything, at | 


this stage of the discussion, in respect to the ex- | 
tension of the benefits of this bill to immigrants. | 
But | may be allowed to remark, that i do notsee i 
that any Warm has, as yet, resulted to our country i 
from the foreign immigration. ‘That some immi- | 
grants, and, possibly, some classes of immigrants : 
may have rendered themselves obnoxious to a | 
public sentiment, justly jealous of the introduction | 
of ecclesiastical influence into our politics, may be | 
true. Bat the general masses of the immigration | 
are liable to no such imputation. They are rep- | 
resented in every department of your industry. | 
They are engaged in yourcommerce, in your man- | 
ufactures, and in Your agriculture. Some of them | 
represent the national sovereignty abroad; others ! 
of them worthily and honorably represent the | 
sovereignty of States upon this floor, The immi- i 
grants, whose cause I plead, are as intelligent, as 
worthy, as useful, and as respectable, as any other | 
portion of our population. Far from greeting | 
them upon their arrival on our shores with the | 
harsh and odious discrimination of this bill, 4'i 
would bid them all welcome, and receive them | 
as brothers. By the manifestation of a generous 

confidence, by a fair, manly, honorable treatment | 
of them, L would endeavor to convince them of the | 
expediency and necessity of divesting themselves, | 
as speedily as possible, of their foreign character, | 
and of putting on, with the rights and privileges, 
the sentiments, also, of American citizens. Thus, 
sir, | would Americanize them by generosity and |} 
justice. Once Americanized in mind and heart, | 
the most jexlous mind need entertain no apprehen- | 
sions of evil from thetr coming among us, and: 
sharing in all our privileges. ; 

{ will now submit the amendment which I have | 
indicated. “weer | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- | 
ment will not now be in order. The yeas and | 
nays have been demanded on the amendment of | 
the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. CHASE. Let my amendment be read for 
information, 

It was read. Ttis to strike out the words “ now 
a resident of any one of the States or Territories | 
and,”’ and to insert between the words “ but”? and | 
“at” the word ‘* who;” so as to make the sixth 
section read: | 

“That if any individual, not a citizen of the United 
States, but who atthe time of making such application for 
the benefit of thisact, shall have filed a declaration of inten- | 
tion,” &e. pal 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware, (Mr. Crayton.] The Senator from Mis- 
sissip i, (Mr. Apams,] when it was offered, called 
for a division of the question. The Chair will 
remind the Senator that, according to the rules of 
the Senate, a motion to strike out, and insert is 
not divisible. 

Mr. CLAYTON. In order to relieve the Chair 
and the Senate from all embarrassment, and to 
comply with the wishes of my friend from Mis- 
sissippi, (Mr. Apams,] L will modify my amend- 
ment. so as to move now, simply to strike out the 
sixth section. After that motion shall be decided, 
J can move to insert the provision which | first 
offered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is on the proposition to strike out the sixth 
section of the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not now intend, Mr. 
President, to make any general remarks upon the 
essential provisions of this bill. | may have oc- 
casion to do so before the discussion closes. What 
I have to say particularly at this time, is referable 
to the sixth section alone. As I think it decidedly 
objectionable, I shall vote for striking it out. E am 
opposed to it, because, without going any farther, 
it is anti-vernacular, not only so far as regards its 
intendment, but its language. It reads thus: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any individ- 
ual, now a resident of any one of the Stales or Territories, 
and not a citizen of the United States, but, at the time of 


making such application for the benefitof this act, shall 
have filed a declaration of intention, as required by tie 
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| giance to any foreign potentate or Power, but until 


naturalization laws of the United States, and shall become | 


made and provided for in this act, shail be placed. upon an 
equal footiug with the native-born citizen of the United 
Sates.” 

i shall not undertake to strike out this foreign 
word ‘issuance, because, if the provision is to 
go, let the foreign word go with it. [never heard 
of such a word before. Thisis the first instance, 
í believe, of any such preference being given in the 
legislation of the country as is provided for by 
this clause; but as it is intended to have a new 
pohey, giving such a marked preference to for- 
eigners, | am perfectly Willing that i: shall be char- 
acterized by the new word ‘* issuance.” 

A Senaron. What language is it? 

Mr. BUTLER. I donot know whatlanguage— 
whether Dutch, German, or Jrish—but I am sure ; 
it does not belong to the English. 1 never heard | 
of such a word before, and 1 think no one else | 
ever did, unless those who have this great pro- 
pensity for foreign population. But, sir, that is a 
remark beside the subject. 

I object to this clause upon a very substantial į 
ground. Suppose it were proposed that the un- 
settled lands of the United States should be subject | 
to the occupation of citizens, native and naturalized 
There are citizeos, native and naturalized, whu 
cvuld and would occupy them wiih this guaran- 
tee; and it is a guarantee that l shall always look 
to—the guarantee of allegiance to the Constitu- 
tion and the institutions of the country. bam 
perfectly willing to allow our institutions to be | 
moulded by those who are bound to us by that | 
tie of allegiance known as ove incident, and be- 
longing to, a citizen. 
further. i 

tL know it was Mr. Webster’s notion that shop- 
keepers in New York and Bostor, and hod-car- 
riers, could beconverted into husbandmen. If the | 
bill could operate in this way, it, would bea pro- 
cess highly desirable; but I have not the least idea 
thatsuch will be the operation. If, however, you 
intend to invite to your Territories the worthy por- | 
tion of your citizens, native and naturalized, or if 
you intend to invite to the settlement of your land | 
the worthy portion of those who are foreigners, 
let it be by something like the discrimination which 
the law recognizes. Now, no man from a foreign 
country can become a citizen of the United States | 
before he takes the oath of allegiance, and takes | 
the oath to support the Constitution of the United | 
States; and according to the usage which pre- j 
vailed in South Carolina—but, perhaps, it is a 
usage not universal, or not observed anywhere 
else—no one could become a citizen until he not 
only swore to support the Constitution of the 
United States, and absolved himself from all alle- ; 


he brought into court the certificate of three citi- į 
zens that he was a worthy man. 

But, sir, under this section, who may not come 
in? Aman may come reeking from the jails and | 
poor-houses of Europe. Iwill go further, and | 
say that the deserters upon your field of battle | 
may come in—men who foughtagainst those who 
won your territories can come and take land with- 
out having sworn the oath of allegiance. Yes, sir, 
the very deserters upon the plains of Churubusco, 
who shot down your regiments, might come and | 
take possession of your lands, to the exclusion of | 
those who were more worthy. 

My honorable friend from lowa [Mr. Dover] | 
has bestowed praises upon foreigners. As indi-; 
viduals, there are many of them of whom he can- 
not speak more highly than I would; but, upon 
the field of battle, | have never known an instance j 
of citizens—native-born Americans, or those who 
have become citizens by naturalization—deserting, 
and fighting against and shooting down their com- | 
rades. i 

ĮI do not say, sir, 
foreigners. I could individualize them, and select 
those who would adorn history; but when you 
embrace in your legislation a class of persons 
whom I do not know, who have never been in 
your courts of justice to swear that they will sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States, who 
have given you no guarantee that they are citizens, 
and will perform the part of citizens, I cannot 
agree to it. Why, you invite anybody, the thief, 
the robber, barglar, and the deserter; and they 
are to come in on an equality with the sons or 
the descendants of the proudest families that ever 
lived upon earth. You invite them to take an 
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deitizen of the same belore the isswante of the patent, as U equal sitare with you in a common patrimony; 


i am not willing to carry it |} 


jand many unworthy. Let any gentleman deny 


i will beconie stronger, 
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that I am not willing to trust || that clause m yt; bu 


| 


won and paid:for by .your common, bloo 
common treasure, while the other may have 
i opposed to you. Notwithstanding this; you 
no distinction; you allow the deserter.to con 
and take on an equality with those» by 
| blood and treasure the lands were won... , 
i have. no disposition, Mr. President,:t 3 
| guise my opinion on this subject, though Ik 
this forcigu influence ix strong, is increasing, i 
When foreigners 
from abroad, become naturalized, and give’ th 
guarantees required by. the naturalization Jaws,.I 
will make no distinction between them and other 
| citizens.’ I will love the schoolmaster, and those 
| who formerly came were of that class-—men -who 
| won their way to America by their exertions and 
| industry; not men who have been: driven Wpon 
our shores under fallacious, deceptive, or illugive 
inducements, which have been held out to them. 
l have no idea of submitting to. such a power., I 
think it wrong. lam perfectly willing to.recog- 
nize the political power of naturalized citizens; 
but I will never consent to invite immigrants to 
come here who have not given any of.the guaran- 
tees required by the Constitution and Jaws of the 
country. Iam not oneof those who fear to. defy 
such a power, though I know it. is an increasing 
one, and F apprehend it is one that is courted., 
Weli, now, sir, under the provision-of the bill, 
who wiilcomein? Will you get the worthy class, 
even of foreigners, who have given notice of their 
intention to become citizens? Whom will, you 
Æi? If you could show me that you would get 
only those of this class who are individually 
worthy, { should not have any objection; but you 
are taking aclass in which there are some worthy 


it if he can. 

My friend from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] the 
other day made a remark, in which he gave what 
l thought was a strange reason for the vote which 
he intended to give on this amendment, It was 
that, because we allowed foreigners who had given 
notice of their intention to become citizens of :the 
United States to vote in moulding the territorial 
governments, we should therefore hold out an in- 
ducement to foreigners to go there and. become 
citizens. 

Mr- BROWN. No, sir. D e 

Mr. BUTLER. That, I think, was the amount 
of it. l was opposed to that proposition. I be- 
lieved that the institutions of this country ought 
to be moulded by the American mind, accustomed 
to, and disciplined under, the dominion of English 
law. Gentlemen may take exception to what f 
say if they please, but I must say, that excepting 
individuals such as John Mitchell, and others 
whom I might mention, scholars and gentlemen, 
the mass of the German, Irish, and otheMforeign 


| population coming here and going: upon your 


Territories, do not understand your institutions 
as well as one who has been upon your soil, and 
has resided here for five years, andis somewhat 
accustomed to the operations of your laws. I 
was opposed, therefore, to the introduction of the 
clause referred to by my honorable friend from 
Mississippi into the Nebraska bill, which favered 
somewhat the doctrines of my honorable friend 
from Michigan, (Mr. Cass.] While. we were 
delegating the power of moulding the institutions 
of these Territories, | was willing to. trust it.to 
those who could think through the medium of the 
American mind. I went with him very far, when 
i was perfectly willing to delegate all the power to 
those who were capable of making laws; but when 
the proposition was introduced that we should 
delegate the power to any body who might settle 
upon the lands, 1 thought it was.going too far, I 
ultimately agreed to vote for that bill, even with 
t now it is proposed to do a 
| liule more than that—to offer a reward to those 
foreigners who will go and settle upon your lands, 
‘and vote in moulding the institutions of these 
Territories. They are to go out as colonies of 
foreigners, and settle upon those new Territories, 
and. form their institutions. s 
Mr. ATCHISON. | wish tocall the-attention 
of the Senator from South Carolina to one fact. 
Either he is mistaken,or Lam; but if I understand 
the bill, it confines these grants or gifts of land to 
those lands which are now subject to privateentry. 
The fact is, there is not one acreof land in any 
of the Territories of the United States, as fer as 
my knowledge extenda; which is subject to private 


ROG 


ONAL GLOBE. 


~ J uly 12, 


énityy—not even in Minnesota, though it may be 
“there. > 

Mr. CLAY. How long will it be before it 
* will be subject to private entry ? 

Mr. ATCHISON, That is another question. 

Mr. BUTLER. I am sorry that my friend 
from Missouri has taken this exception; but to 
the extent that they have a right, they are put 
upon an equality with’ citizens; and to the extent 
that they may acquire a right, they will have it. 
The precedent of to-day is the prescription of to- 
morrew; and as to making distinctions ‘of this 
‘Kind, my friend must know that it will, result in 
this: that we give our domain to foreign immigrants 
as far as they choose to settle upon and cultivate 


it. : ° 
Mr, DAWSON. I will say to my friend from 
“South Carolina, that he is right in the construc- 
tion which he places upon the bill. As I read it, 
‘it applies to lands subject to private entry at the 
time of application bemg made for the benefits of 
the act. If the lands are surveyed at any time 
within twelve months, or two years, or three 
“years, before application is made, in Nebraska or 


anywhere else, they may be taken. That is the 
rovision. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have taken up the general | 


impression from the palpable reading of the bill, 
and my friends around me who have been more 
minutely informed on the subject, tell me that I 
am right. It seemed to me that I could not be 

“mistaken. Then, sir, you are opening your Jer- 
ritory to foreigners. ‘True, we have been told 
that the foreign settler cannot take it until he be- 
comes a citizen. But now imagine this case: sup- 
pose a man who was a deserter upon the plains of 
Churubusco, who has not contributed either his 
blood or his treasure to the acquisition of the 
lands, but who has used his bullets and his bay- 
onet against our soldiers, settles down upon one 
hundred and sixty acres of land in Kansas and 
Nebraska, having given notice that he intends to | 
become a citizen of the United States. Is he not 
then an equal with anybody else? Flow can you 
exclude him? He settles there without any one of 
the guarantees to which I havealluded. {tis said, 
to be sure, that he cannot take the land with a per- 
fect title until he becomes a citizen. If I were a 
judge, presiding in any court, and that man should 
come forward to become a citizen, and swear to | 
support the Constitution of the United States, and 
abjure his allegiance to all foreign potentates and 
Powers whatever; if he came there with proof in 
his pocket that he had been a deserter on that 
plain; if he came there without the ordinary certifi- 
cate that he was a good man, and worthy to be an 
American citizen; if he came with a warrant of | 
blood in his hands, would I, as a judge, admit 
him tbe a citizen of that Territory? No, sir. 
And yet you propose to give the land to thieves, 
and robbers, and deserters, if they choose to avail 
themselves of this power, You give it to any- 
body who will go and take it. 

Str, I have as much respect as my honorable 
friend from Iowa has for the historial names to 
which he alluded; and I might select individuals 
from. those who are coming over here now 
that I would regard as my friends. There are 
those among them who are conversant with the 
literature of the country, those capable to-morrow 
of becoming citizens; but he knows that we can- 
not make them citizens ipso facto; and, therefore, 
I would require them all to go through a tutelage, 
the process required by the Constitution of the 
United States, before allowing them to exercise | 
the privilege of voting anywhere. 

But, sir, [ will not invite them here by giving | 
them an equality with citizens who have earned 
a right to be tenants of your public soil, who hold : 
their right by a tenure higher than that of being | 
invited to come because they were worth nothing. 
The best citizens you will ever have, are those 


who have earned something by their industry be- || 


fore they go on the public lands. I am not opposed | 
to the poor man; but let the comparison be made 
when vou choose, between the man who has earned i 
$300, or $500, or 91,000 by his labor, and goes to | 
settle onthe public lands, and an immigrant newly 
arrived in New York from Germany, who is twen- 
ty-five years old, with not a dollar in his pocket, | 
who is a beggar in the streets, and a vagabond | 
everywhere, and I will tell you who would be the | 


tenant that I would choose. In the lánguage of | 


my honorable friend from Illinois, [Mr. Suietps,] | 


` 


-But I know that, as a class of men coming in by 


I wouid say that you receive the highest guarantee 
and security for his patriotism, from the tenant 
who is on your soil—who mingles with it the sweat 
of his brow. He will fight for it, and defend it. 
The industrious man who has become a husband- 
man from choice—by industry—is worthy of my 
respect, confidence, and love; but 1 cannot consent 
to place the vagabond (who is invited to take pos- 
session because he has earned nothing) upon a per- 
fect equality withthose who have earned something 
by their labor, I will never agree to it. While 
gentlemen bestow high and splendid eulogies upon 
foreigners, let me tell them that i know how to 
discriminate between one foreigner and another. | 


shoals, (and they are coming like a swarm of 
herrings,) they are not equal to the same number 
of American native citizens, or those citizens who į; 
have been naturalized. I do not believe it, and | 
not believing it, 1 cannot and will not recognize 
an equality. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I am very illy pre- 
pared for vocal gymnastics to-day, but cannot con- 
sent that the vote be taken on this motion without 
replying to some remarks which fell the other day 
from my honorable friend from Iowa, [Me Donos] 
I rise to exonerate myself from a very grave an 
serious charge preferred by that gentleman against 
me—that of departing from my father’s faith, and | 
following after strange gods. In support of this 
charge he read from some remarks of a gentleman 
of my own name, who preceded mein the Senate, 
made by him in the winter of 1838, in support of 
admitting foreigners, like American citizens, to 
the right of preémption. 

Now, sir, before stopping to inquire how far 
I may agree or disagree with that gentleman, | 
wish to address an argumentum ad hominem to my 
friend from lowa.” He, sir, of all men in the 
Senate, is the last who should ever quote parental 


authority, or inveigh against filial disobedience; ‘| 


for I think the entire Senate will concur with me 
in the opinion that he exhibits in his political | 
conduct an utter disregard of parental precept and | 
example. (Laughter.] Indeed, sir, that gallant | 
and faithful representative of the “ Young Game 
Cock of the West”’ upon this floor, is a practical 
refutation of the truth of the old saying, ‘As | 
crows the old cock, so crows the young.” | 
{Laughter.] On the contrary, the young cock | 
generally sounds the counter note to the old cock. 
In short, sir, it appears to me that, repudiating | 
the scriptural injunction, ‘‘ Hear the instructions | 
of thy father,” he is a perfect illustration of the | 
self-sufficiency and filial impiety of ‘ progressive 
Young America,” kicking off the swaddling 
clothes, dodging daddy, and “going it on his own 
hook.” [Laughter.] 

Now, l must confess at the same time, that I 
think my friend from Iowa has been generally 
right in opposing parental example. He thinks, 
however, that I am wrong in doing the same thing. 
l am wiiling to compromise with him, and agree 
that each is wrong in his judgment of the conduct 
of the other. If I cannot make this compromise 
with him, then I propose to show that I am right; 
and, moreover, that I do not occupy an antago- į 
nistic position to that of my predecessor, from 
whom he quoted. 

Sir, he quoted the language of a gentleman 
whose name I bear, and who preceded me on this 
floor, in favor of granting to foreigners the right 
to preémption, like American citizens. I concur in 
that sentiment. If the Government is going to sell | 
land, I say sell it to every honest occupant who 
will pay the purchase money, upon the same terms, 
But, sir, that gentleman, in the same speech from 
which my friend quoted, used this other sentiment, | 
in which ] most heartily concur: “I am not dis- 
posed to place foreigners upon a better footing than 
American citizens.”? So say I; and it is because 
the sixth section of this bill does propose to place | 
them upon a better footing than American citizens, 
that I am opposed to it. I intend to show that it 
does place them on a higher and better footing, in 
a manner so plain that none can misunderstand, 
and so conclusive that none can refute. I intend | 
to strip this bill of all its false and flatterous pre- 
tenses, and all its studiously contrived verbal dis- 
guises, and present it in its truly hideous deform- 
ity to the gaze of the American people. And when 
exhibited in the naked daylight of truth, I think 
few can endure it, and none embrace it with pleas- 


ure or with pride. 


Now, sir, in order to: illustrate: my view of the 
true character of this bill, | will: use a homely 
simile, which will go to the hearts and under- 
standings of all men. Suppose a father, having a 
large family of sons, and possessed of an exten- 
sive-t@ict of wild land, should offer it forsale ata 
fixed price to actual settlers, making no discrim- 
ination between aliens and his own relations. 


| There would be a fair illustration of the preémp- 


tion policy. True, his sons might complain that 
the old gentleman was not as liberal to them as he 
should be in giving to strangers, aliens to him in 
blood and feeling, a right to purchase onthe same 
terms with themselves; yet, perhaps, they would 
not reproach him with injustice, inasmuch as ihéy 
expected to enjoy, as a patrimony, what he might 
realize by the sale of his lands. But, suppose 
that father, after having pursued this policy for 
some forty years, should suddenly, through some 
strange caprice or spasmodic emotion of philan- 
thropy, conclude to give away his lands, and 
should advertise the world that he would bestow 
a free farm of one hundred and sixty acres on 
every man who would come and settle upon the 
lands, and cultivate and occupy them for five years. 
What would be the reiiections of those older sons 
who had purchased and paid for. their lands? 
Would they not reproach their father with in- 
justice to his own children in extorting from them 
the purchase money for their land, whilst be gave 
land to strangers? Suppose, however, the old 
gentleman should go a little further, and should 
exact of his sons (who had entered the wilder- 
ness, reduced a portion of it to cultivation, and 
rendered the remainder habitable and eligible for 
the location of those strangers) an annual con- 
tribution for the aid, comfort, and support of 
those strangers, and exempt them from a similar 
contribution even for their own use and benefit. Ẹ 
ask whether those sons would not be willing to 
disown and repudiate that father? Suppose he 
should even go further than I have suggested, and 
should invest those strangers with the power of 
swindling, defrauding, and injuring his sons, 
and, at the same time, deny to them all means of 
redress. Would they not bedriven by an indig- 
nant sense of his unnatural and cruel treatment 
of them, almost to curse that father, and to ad- 
dress him in the vituperative language of Scrip- 
ture, “If a man provide not for his own, espe- 
cially for those of his own house, he hath denied 
the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” A parent 
so lost to every feeling of duty to his offspring 
might appear in the form of aman, but would 
bear within his bosom the heart of a demon. 

Such, sir, is not an exaggerated picture of this 
bill. What does it propose? What isthe policy 
which it will initiate? Why, sir, this Government, 
after having for more than forty years sold to her 
own children, native American citizens, the pub- 
lic lands at a fixed price, now proposes to give 
lands free of charge to all, including foreigners, 
who may come and settle upon them. Her own 
citizens have endured the perils, privations, and 
sufferings incident to a life in the wilderness. 
The red men have receded at their approach, like 
the horizon before the traveler. They havedriven 
off or destroyed the wild beasts of the forest. 
They have robbed it of all its dangers and its . 
terrors. They have intersected it with roads, 
have built bridges, and rendered it accessible and 
traversable with ease, comfort, and security. They 
have dotted it over with farm-houses, hamlets, 
churches, and seminaries of learning; have dis- 
sipated its gloomy shadows, and illuminated it 
with the benign lights of knowledge and religion. 
They have invested it with all the fascinations of 
human society, and have added all the attractions 
of art to those of nature. And yet, after having 
accomplished all this, and having enhanced the 
value of the circumjacent unappropriated and'va- 
cant lands belonging to the Government, and ren- 
dered them more desirable and salable, you now 
propose by this bill to invite foreigners to come 
and settle free of charge upon those lands, pur- 
chased by the commingled blood and treasure of 
American citizens, and made accessible and attrac- 
tive by their labors. Do you expect to secure the 
gratitude, cherish the affections, and stimulate the 
patriotism of your citizens by lavishing such boun- 
ties upon aliens? 

‘But that is not all, or the most objectionable 
feature of this bill, It provides that if any for- 
eigner hold, occupy, and cultivate any portion of 


1854. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1705 


the one hundred and sixty acres of land (although 
he cultivate but one acre) for five years, at the expi- 
ration of that time he may obtaina patent. Now, 
sir, by compact between the Federal Government 
and all the land States of this Union, no one of 
those States can tax one foot of land, the title, to 
which isin the Government of the United States. 
That is a proposition which will not, I presume, 
be denied or questioned. Then, sir, you propose, 
by this policy, to introduce into the State of Ala- 
bama any number of foreigners who may go there 
and settle upon the public and unappropriated 
lands, and allow them to enjoy, for a period of 
five years, all the privileges of society and protec- 
tion of citizenship, without contributing one cent 
towards the support of the government of that 
State, in the way of taxation upon that land, 
while the lands of native American citizens lying 
within the State are being taxed. : 

Nor is this all. I said, and I repeat, that as long 
as the Federal Government holds title to those 
lands by special compact between the State and 
the Federal Government, the State cannot tax 
them. Now, suppose a foreigner, or any number 
of foreigners who go to settle upon the public 
lands within my own State, should not choose to 
contribute towards the support of the State gov- 
ernment in the way of taxation on their lands, 
but should wish to enjoy immunity from taxes. 
All that is necessary to enable them to escape the 
burdens, and still enjoy the benefits of govern- 
ment, is to abstain from asking for or receiving a 
patent. They may thus hold on for life to their 
free farm, free from taxation. In the mean time, |! 
they may become naturalized citizens under the |) 
naturalization laws. They may then participate 
in the framing of laws, and in the government of |} 
that State; and yet they are exempted by the pro- 
visions of this bill, and by compact between the |, 
State of Alabama and the Federal Government, 
from any obligation to contribute, in the way of 
taxes upon their Jand, to the support of that State. 
Do you suppose that the intelligent freemen of 
Alabama can be flattered or cajoled into an ap- 
proval of a measure so unjust and injurious to 
them, and so generous and beneficial to aliens? 

But the most iniquitous and offensive part of 
this bill is still untold. By another provision of 
the bill, you propose to give to those foreign 
immigrants within the State of Alabama, the right 
and power of defrauding, swindling, and injuring 
their neighbors; and, at the same time, you deny 
to those neighbors the right or power of any legal 
redress. You propose to render those aliens per- 
petual bankrupts by giving them the benefit ofa 

rospective as well as a retrospective bankrupt 
es provided they will not ask or receive a patent, 
but will hold on to their lands, and enjoy them 
without a patent, as tenants of the Federal Gov- 
ernment; for there is no forfeiture attached to the || 
failure to ask for a patent at the expiration of five 
“years; and those men may hold, use, and occupy 
the land forever without receiving a title. 

Mr. BROWN. Will my friend from Alabama 
just at this point allow me to interrupt him, be- ! 
cause it is this particular question on which I spoke 
the other day, and on which my vote will depend 
as to striking out this section ? : 

Mr. CLAY. T yield the fioor with pleasure. 

Mr. BROWN. I tried the other day, to ex- 
plain that, according to my understanding of this || 
section, a foreigner making his declaration of in- 
tention ‘to become a citizen must perfect his dec- | 
laration by actually becoming a citizen within five 
years, or else he will lose all the rights conferred 
upon him under this act. The sixth section pro- 
vides that a foreigner ‘‘ who shall have delared his 
intention, as required by the naturalization laws of | 
the United States, shall become a citizen of the 
same before the issuance of the patent, as made |: 
and provided for in this act, shall be placed upon 
an equal footing with the native-born citizen of 
the United States. ”? 

Now, the words ‘‘ as made and provided for in 
this act,’’ relate, I apprehend, to the time fixed | 
for issuing the patent; and the whole section of it 
read, as 1 shall now read it, would mean what F | 
believe it. does mean as it stands: “A foreigner 
who shall have filed his declaration of intention, 
as required by the naturalization laws of the 
United States, and shall become a citizen of the 
same before the expiration of the five years from 
the date of that declaration, shall be placed upon 
an equal footing with the native-born citizen of the 


| Cass] suggests. 


United States.”’. That is the clear construction of 
the language, according to my understanding of 
it; and I tried so to explain the otherday. There- 
fore, unless he perfects that declaration of inten- 
tion within five years, by actually becoming a cit- 
izen, he has no rights under this statute, after the 
expiration of the five years. If he may remain 
upon the land, according to the construction. which 
my friend from Alabama puts upon it, to all eter- 
nity, without becoming a citizen, then I shall. vote 
to strike out the section; and if itis not stricken 
out, 1 shall vote against the whole bill, because | 
am for having no man settle down upon our soil, 
remain there, occupy it forever, and not be a citi- 
zen-of the country; but my clear interpretation 
of the section is as I have now stated it, and as [ 
explained when I spoke the other day, ` 

A few words now to my friend from South 
Carolina. He took me to task for having declared 
my willingness to see foreigners occupy the soil; 
and he wished to know how I reconciled that with 
my vote upon a former bill, excluding them from 
the right of voting. I was opposed, and I am yet 
opposed, to.allowing anybody who is nota citizen 
to control any part of this country; and I there- 
fore voted against giving to foreigners the rightof 
suffrage and the right of holding office in the two 
Territories that have been lately organized. But 
I said the other day, and I now repeat, that, after 
they have been fully invested with the right of 
suffrage, and the right of holding office in the Ter- 
ritories, I will not quibble about giving them the 
mere right of settling down upon a piece of the 
public lands, and cultivating it, and turning the 

roducts of their Jabor into the general wealth. 

hat, as I understand it, is all that you give them 
by this bill. But an argument is urged that this 
is an encouragement to them to go into the Terri- 
tories. I think not. I will not care to encourage 
them; but being there, under the general license 
which they have already received, l am very ap- 
prehensive that they will vote away my rights, 
and the rights of my friend from South Carolina. 
He corrected me on another point. 
voted for this right of foreigners—— 

Mr. BUTLER. I never voted for it. I voted 
against it as a distinct proposition, and so did the 
Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. BROWN. Was my friend one of the 
seven? 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BROWN. Iam very glad to find that he 
was one of the glorious seven. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, the explanation 
of my friend, the Senator from Mississippi, is but 
an illustration of the entire character of this bill. 
It isa bill full of ambiguity, of equivocation, of 
amphibology, as my friend from Michigan [Mr. 
It is a bill which admits of dif- 
ferent interpretations in different quarters; but 
who is to interpret it, and how its provisions are 
to be enforced, are not provided for by it. Now, 
suppose that the sixth section admits of the inter- 
pretation of my friend from Mississippi, and 
which other Senators friendly to the bill say is the 
proper interpretation, where is the provision for 
ousting these foreigners from their settlement upon 
the public lands, if, at the expiration of five years, 
they do not become naturalized? 

Mr. BROWN. I will answer my friend. It is 
by allowing anybody else to enter, who chooses 
to do so. If their right ceases, of course the 
lands become subject to private entry. 

Mr. WALKER. Just as any person can now 
enter Jands when the preémption expires. 

Mr. CLAY. Let me ask whether either of 
these Senators, who make this suggestion in the 
way of correction, sincerely believe that, in prac- 
tice, effect would ever be given to their idea? 
Do they believe that anybody would ever oust 
foreigners under such circumstances? How will 


-people ever know whether they have become nat- 


uralized citizens or not? Will they take pains to 
go and search the files of the courts, and ascer- 
tain that fact? Will they have the means of as- 
certaining whether they have been naturalized or 
not? And if it were known they had taken out 
no patent or become naturalized, who would oust 
them, and rob them of their houses and other im- 
provements? I think the section admits of the 
construction which I place upon it; and F think, 
if it admits of that given it by its friends, the con- 
struction which I give it will be the practical illus- 
tration of the working of the bill. But I wish to 


He says he |}! 


i 


go back to where I stopped: when. interrupted: by 
the Senator from Mississippis “The: bill, in: its 
fourth section, provides: 4 Si aiaa 


shail in no event become liable to the satisfaction ofany 


for.” t 


Now, I say that, under this section of thè 
bill, you may introduce into the State which { 


ing mainly of foreigners, who are uttérly inde- 
pendent of all their obligations to the State or to 
individuals who may contract debts with impu- 
nity, who may defy the courts, and enjoy the 
piece of land upon which they settle ‘despite of 
State laws, because it cannot be levied upon or 
subjected to the satisfaction of any debt which 
they may contract prior to the issuance’ of the 
patent. Thus it is possible, should this bill -be> 
come a law, on the public domain in Alabama, 
(whioh constitates nearly half of all the lands in 
her limits,) an alien population may be colonized, 
exceeding; in numbers her native citizens, who, 
standing on a higher and better footing than those 
citizens, may enjoy the protection of the Govern- 
ment without aiding in its support, and may riot 
in licentious liberty on their free farms, free from 
taxes, free from creditors, and free from the obli- 
gations of their contracts. And doés any one 
suppose that State pride could brook such con- 
tempt of her authority and such outrage of her 
rights as is contemplated in this bill? Sir, as one 
of the representatives of that young, but noble 
Common wealth, I will never lend my aid or coun- 
tenance to any measure so fraught with her humil- 
iation, dishonor, and injury. 

The bill will not only infract the rights and de- 
grade the dignity of the Jand States, but will inflict 
serious injury on their landholders, The Gov- 
ernment holds double the quantity of land held by 
all her citizens; when she makes the public domain 
free as air to foreigners, as well as citizens, private 
lands must be depressed in value; for who will 
buy land of individuals when it can be taken as a 
gift from the Government? It will injure the land- 
holders, not merely by depressing the price of their 
land, but by cheapening all its products; for, by se- 
ducing from thgir pursuits the mechanic, merchant, 
and manufacturer, and making them farmers, you 
will increase the number of producers, by reducing 
the number of consumers, and multiply the class 
of sellers by withdrawing them from the class of 
buyers. Thus, by cheapening the sale value of 
land, and of its products, you will lower the prof- 
its of agriculture and injure the agricultural class, 
which you affect to benefit. And, do you think 
j the landholders in the new States so ignorant as 
not to apprehend the nature of this bill, and antici- 
pate the injuries its policy will inflict? Do you 
i think they will endure, without a murmur, these 
| aggravated wrongs? You sold them their lands, 
and received their money; but now propose to give 
to foreigners as well as citizens, the remainder of 
your lands, to exempt them from paying taxes to 
the State, or debts to individuals, to enable them 
to share in the benefits of schools, churches, roads, 
| bridges, and all the comforts of civilization, with- 
out enduring any of the burdens of Government; 


| reduce the value of the lands sold to your land- 
i holders and the products of their labor. Wrongs 
‘so grievous and iniquitous could scarcely be en- 
dured with patience and submissiveness by stoic 
or by saint. 

A great deal has been said here in condem- 
nation of what are called Native Americans, or 
Know-Nothings. I am neither one northe other, 
in the political sense of those terms; butlet me ask 
the Senator from Towa, who is the zealous friend 
and champion of the foreign population, whether. 
there is any measure which could be conceived of, 
or projected, or passed by Congress, which is 
better calculated to excite, to foster, and encour- 
|; age a Native American feeling, than this very bill? 
| Ltell him that, if this bill pass, he will see realized 


« That all lands acquired under the provisions of this act” 


have the honor to represent, a population consists . 


ce 


debt or debts contracted prior to the issuing the patent there- 


| and, as if to cap the climax of injustice, you. will -- 


ii what I had hoped never to witness in this coun- . 


li try—he will see a Native American, or Know- 
l! Nothing party growing up in the southern States 
i ofthis Union. And, sir,—and I say it with no less 
[ pride than pleasure,—as much traduced, Jibelled, 
|: and slandered, as those States have been by the 
|| fanatics at the North, they have been freer from 
all species of radicalism than any other section of 
this Confederacy; and, but for thé pure, conserva- 


i 
if 
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tive principles, and. true American feeling: of the 
South, in my opinion, the radical, meddlesome 
spirit of the North would, ere this, bave involved 
- this Government in a foreign war. You saw no 
man-worship of Kossuth exhibited at the. South, 
during his pilgrimage among us. And. you have 
seen no indications of jealousy, envy, or hatred 
of foreigners among southrons:, We neither feel | 
nor exhibit towards them such evil passions. You 
have seen no disposition there to embark in the pol- 
icy of intervention with the affairs of foreign. coun- 
tries, or to exclude foreigners. from: participating 
as citizens in the privileges of this country. But 
pass this bill, and impress upon the, pubiic mind 
thronghout the South, the idea that, not con- 
tent with sheer justice to foreigners, you will be 
generous to them, and unjust to your own citizens, 
and the spirit of Native Americanism will scon 
develop itself where, hitherto, it has been, unfelt 
and almost unheard of, Let the friends of forcign 
immigrants on this floor beware lest they injure 
rather than benefit that class’ of our. population. 
Sir, men are prone to.overlook things that are 
near, and to fix their vision upon distant objects; 
to lose sight of the physical and moral wants of 
their own family or neighbors in contemplating 
the distresses of those more remote. Hence that | 


charity which should begin at home is, often | 


expended upon strangers, and works of present. | 


necessity are neglected for the achievement of | 


some future good. 1 do not sympathize in that į 
sublimated philanthropy or double-refined benev- | 
olence which forgets or disregards the poor and. the | 
needy at its own door, and runs abroad in search | 
of objects of its care and kindness. If we are to | 
convert this Government into a charity asylum, | 
let us lavish its bounties upon citizens rather than | 
foreigners. At all events, let us not inflict injury | 
on the citizen for the benefit of the foreigner; let | 
us not rob the former that we may give to the late | 
ter, I never admired or esteemed Petrarch ’saban- 
donment of his family to purify the poetry and 
refine the feelings of bis countrymen, or Zimmer- 
man’s inculeation of beautiful benevolence while 
tyrannizing over his children. i 
l oppose this bill for many other reasons, | 
which I shall give ata proper time. l have con- 
fined myself on this occasion, to, the particular 
section of the bill which it is proposed to strike 
out. 1 will, however, before l take my seat, an- 
swer one reply which I anticipate may be made. 
{ know it will be said ‘why complain about 
giving lands away to foreigners? May not Ameri- | 
can citizens enjoy this bounty? May not those 
who have heretofore paid for their lands, and are 
now occupying and cultivating them, go upon the 
unappropriated public lands, and take the benefit 
of this act? May not the mechanic, the mer- 
chant, the artisan, in short, all classes go upon 
the publie domain, and share m the bounties of 
this bill???) ‘Phat isthe reply which will be made 
tome, But, sir, | ask you if itis not insulting | 
the intelligence of any man, if itis not mocking 
his spirit, to tell him, who, by the whole business | 
of his hfe, has unfitted himself for the enlture of 
the soil, who has expended his time, and talents, 
and bodily labor in acquiring a species of handi- | 
craft and skill which fit him for one of the me- | 
chanic arta, butdisqualify him for the cultivation 
of the soil--Lask if it is not grievous mockery 
to tell him to go and enjoy this bounty? | ask | 
you if itis not deriding those men who have hith- 
erto purchased and paid for their lands, and are | 
now enjoying and occupying them, and who 
would lose more by abandoning their improve- 
ments for this bounty than they would gain, to! 
tell them go and oceupy it. | 
You might as well bid one, ! 
«Hold a fire in his hand, 

By thinking on the frosty Caucasus 5 
Or cloy the hungry edge of appetite, 

By bare imagination of a feast,” 


as bid those go and enjoy your free farms, who 
are disabled by nature or disease, or disqualified 
by habit for cultivating the soil, or who, by ac- 
cepting your invitation, would lose the fruits of 
past toil fae exceeding in value the bounty you 
tender them. Your affected beneficence, far fram 
exciting gratitude to this Government, or satis- 
fying their minds, or bringing joy or gladness to | 
their hee 


Government and create envy, jealousy, and heart- || 


burning against the partakers of your boanty. | 
They will feel that they are tormented with this | 


| honor, in part, to represent—an unnatural appetite, 


i lands to the States and giving thera to individuals, 


l from almost the foundation of the Government 


ts, wili embitter their spirits against the || 


proffer of bounties they cannot enjoy, and‘ con- 
demned: like the fabled Tantulus, to 

5 7 Thirst in waves, 

And, viewing. banquets, starve.” 

Sir, such feelings cannot be repressed or buried 
in their hearts. “hey -will burst forth in unre- 
strained indulgence... They. will exhibit them- 
selves, I fear, in the persecution of ‘foreigners, in 
inflaniing the prejudices of religious sects, in dis- 
rupting social ties, in dissolving existing political 
associations, in organizing parties anew, upon'a 
different basis, and one fatal to the best imterests’ 
of the Union, and the peace and harmony af its 
citizens. : . 

I confess, sir, that I will not vote for the bill if 
this section. is stricken out; for there are other 
features, to which 1 have not alluded, no less ob- 
noxious to me than this. I know that in oppos- 
ing the free-farm policy, I mast encounter the 
opposition of demagogues at home, who use it as 
a political hobby-horse, on which they may ride 
into office. If I could yield to the vis a tergo ex- 
erted by a morbid appetite for public land ima 
small partion of the new State which I have the 


created by the vicious condiments adininistered by 
selfish political quacks for their own sinister pur- 
poses—I would go heartin band for this bill, But 
there are constitutional objections to it, which for- 
bid my embracing this, or any measure which 
proposes to give away the public Jands, or other 
property of the United States. I have endeavored 
to develop those objections in my. speech on the 
indigent insane land bill. 

And with all respect for my honorable and es- 
teemed friend from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,] I must 
say, that l have been unable to appreciate the dis- 
tinction, on constitutional grounds, between giving 


How it is constitutional to give to individuals and 
| unconstitutional to give to the States, has yet to be 
explained to my satisfaction., 

l believe—I had almost said I know—that this 
bill, if it becomes a law, will prove highly injuri- 
ous to theinterestsof Alabama  Butif l thought 
otherwise, no inducement of selfish, local, or State 
interests, will ever seduce me to transgress the 
chartered Jimits of this Government, and to enter 
upon that boundless and dangerous region within 
which sparkle up on every hand springs of tempt- 
ation as fatal to the spirit of our Pederal Constitu- 
tion as was the fabled fountain in the garden of 
Armida to human life. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, with respect to the 
latter remark of the honorable Senator from Ala- 
bama, I have nothing to say. [tis a subject that 
he and l have gone over fally. I da not come 
here to profess my attachmentto the Constitution. 
That we all profess to obey, and we have sworn 
to support it, We put our construction on it, 
land we act on that construction. f see a very 
great difference between granting land to the State 
of Virginian, the State of Massachusetts, or any 
| other State, as an act of gratuity, and granting 
land to individuals who go to settle on it, and 
thereby increase the value of the public lands. I 
see that difference, and that is enough for me. If 
the honorable Senator from Alabama does not 
see it ov appreciate it, it isa matter for himself. 
My opinion is, that there is an essential constitu- 
tional difference between the two propositions, and 


i 


we have acted in conformity with this view. The 
oneisa gratuitous, unconstitutional, unnecessary 
grant, and the other is perfectly within the Consti- 
tution, But} did not rise to discuss that question. 
l rose merely to advert to one or two remarks 
which fell from the honorable Senator from Ala- 
| bamain the very able view—I certainly must say 
that—he has presented to the Senate. 

The honorable Senator seems to consider it a 
kind of renioach that this land is offered to every- 
body. Fle considers it, like the apple of Sodom, 
fair to the eye, but filled with ashes. He thinks 
that mechanics cannot take advantage of it. The 
hovorable Senator, in that view, is mistaken— 
| radically mistaken, to use a term which he used, 
but in a different sense from that in which he em- 
ployed it. I know there are hundreds and thou- 
i sands of mechanice—nble and excellent mechan- 
ies—who are desirous to exchange the shop for the 
field; and my friends around me, who live in the | 
Northwest, have seen this feeling nearly every day. 


| 
i 
i 


t 
1 
H 
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À large portion of our population is made up of 


| them. They wish to change their employment. 
| There is no industrious man in this country, who 
| has. arrived at middle age, be he a blacksmith, a 
‘carpenter, or a cooper, who is not able 10 go into 
auy portion of our country, and make a living 
upon a farm, by cultivating and improving it. dt 
requires no great or profound knowledge to do 
this. 1 repeat, that, to my personal knowledge, 
this is a change of condition that a large portion 
of our mechanics wish to make, and which they 
do: make every day. I presume there is not a man 
here representing a State north and west of the 
Ohio, but can look around and see hundreds of 
instances of it. So that my friend from Alabama 
is entirely mistaken in that assumption; but it was 
not principally to correct this that I rose. 

I rose for the purpose of saying a few words as 
to the question presented by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Alabama, on the subject of taxation. I 
' will remind the honorable Senator that the arrange- 
ments entered into by the States and the United 
States, by which the States relinquished the right of 
taxing for five years after the sale of the land, has, 
in all cases, been rescinded by the United States, 

Mr. CLAY. Will my honorable friend allow 
me to explain for a moment? 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. 

Mr. CLAY. My honorable friend from Mich- 
igan misapprehendsme. 1 am apprised of the fact 
which he mentions, that the orginal compact by 
which all lands held by the Federal Government 
were exempt from taxation, and all lands sold by 
the Federal Government were exempt for five 
years after sale, has been altered so far as to ren- 
der those lands which have been absolutely sold 
by the Federal Government, and the title to which 
she has parted with, subject to taxation when sold, 
But still, I did not predicate my argument upon 
the assumption that that portion of the compact 
was sill existing, but upon this: I say that, un- 
der the compact between the Federal Government 
and all the new States, you cannot tax any lend 
occupied by a citizen or a foreigner until he has a 
title to that land; and in that I am correct. 

Mr. CASS. I do not think the honorable Sen- 
ator is correct, and I will proceed to say what I 
was about to say; for | believe I perfectly under- 
stand the honorable Senator from Alabama. 
Now, sir, there have been two questions connected 
with the public land: One is the right of the land 
to exemption from taxation while held by the 
Government of the United States, and unsold. 
That is an open question. I will remind the hon- 
orable Senator from Alabama that all the*new 
States have not entered into that compact, More 
than half those States have not entered into that 
compact. The United States, as a mere question 
of power, have said, “Ifyou do not pass an ir- 
revocable ordinance, ceding, or relinquishing any 
right to tax the public Jands, you shali not come 
into this Union.” That is the ground upon which 
it stands in almost all the States. As l said'on 
another occasion, there are but two States in the 
Union with whom a fair compact was made by 
the United States on that subject, I mean such a 
contract as is made between man and man. Those 
two States are Arkansas and Michigan. All the 
others have experienced the power of the Govern- 
ment, and their admittance into the Union has- 
been made on condition of acceding to this demand 
of exemption. 
| It is very clear that this exemption did not exist 

under the Constitution, and that Congress had 
no rizht to impose it as a condition of admission; 
so that, independent of constitutional enactment 
of State compacts, we are brought back to the 
simple question, whether the land of the United 
States, by the Constitution, is exempt from pay- 
ing its share of the public expenditure in that 
portion of the country where it is situated?) Ido 
not believe itis. It has not been so decided by 
the Supreme Court. But I put that matter aside. 

Then there comes the other question to which 
l referred, and which, according to our present 
land system, no longer exists. At first, the land 
was sold upon a credit of five years. The pur- 
chaser paid one fourth the purchase money at the 
time of sale, and he had the four succeeding years 
in which to pay the residue, but at the end of the 
five years, if the payment. was not completed, he 
forfeited the land. it seems to have been presup- 
posed by Congress, that the States had the right 
| of taxing this land in the interim; for in every 
lease they have required the States, by compact, 
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to give up that right, Why ask them to give it 
up if they have no right to tax? Congress have 
said that during the five years in which the man 
has an uncertain title, a title to be perfected only 
by final payment, the States should not tax the 
land; and in order to induce the States not to tax, 
they have held out in succession very large con- 
siderations. The States relinquished, therefore, 
that right of taxation within those five years. 
When a man is.upona portion of the public 
lands with an incipient tile, a tiile which he has 
to perfect, I see no reason in the world why that 
land is not taxable by the State. I believe it is. 
A question might arise—and that question Con- 
gress evidently wished to avoid—as to what effect 
' would be produced upon the land itself, ultimately, 
how it might affect the title connected with the 
United States; but that the man may be rightfully 
compelled to pay his share of the public expendi- 
tures during the period of occupation, there can 
be no doubt at all. It seems to me that the man 
can be taxed to the amount which his right is 
worth; and he can be made responsible for its 
payment. ‘The modein which it is to be collected į 
is a subject for consideration for the States. 
Now, then, {repeat there is nothing in the Con- | 
stitution of the United States exempting the public 
land from taxation; and Congress evidently fore- 
saw that, during the five years the lands thus sold į 
could have been taxed, and they would have been 
taxed but for the compacts entered into by the 
several States as they came into the Union. l 
repeat that, during the period of five years, when 
the land is thus occupied, there is no reason, in 
justice, equity, or law, why the person occupying 
it should not pay his just proportion, according 
to the value of the property, whatever it may, be, 
to the public expenditures of the country wherethe | 


resides, | 
CLAY. [ wish to make a single remarlgl 


Mr. 
in reply to my honorable friend from Michigan, 
and it is one which I. think is conclusive of the 
propriety of the position which | occupy, and one 
which I defy the friends of this measure to an- 
swer. Suppose he be correct in bis construction 
of the compact between the new States and the 
Federal Government, and I be wrong; and sup- 
pose that this land be subject to taxation from the 
moment it is settled upon and occupied by for- 
eigners, of what avail, [ ask, is that to the State 
government, when, by another section of this act, 
you exempt that land from execution in satisfac- | 
tion of any debt contracted prior to the issuing of 
the patent? The land cannot be sold to pay the 
taxes, 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President, I had hoped 
that we might get to a vote on this question, and | 
1 do not think [ should have said anything at this 
time, but for the fact that it appears, from the 
remarks which fell from the Senators from Ala- 
bama and South Carolina, that this is only the 
commencement of the discussion on their part, 
and that each of them has a great deal more to : 
say. I should be very willing to hear everything | 
that is to be said, which touches either the object | 
of improving this bill by amendment, or of suffer- | 
ing it to be improved by others. And then, after |) 
it is in such shape as the Senate see fit to proceed | 
to vote upon, if gentleman will say all they pro- |j 
pose to say against the bill or for it, I shall be | 
content. But as the discussion has taken rather | 
a wide range, I wish now to say a few words. | 
To my mind, sir, the arguments that have been | 
used by those two Senators area little remarkable, 
taken in connection with the policy of this Gov- 
ernment in respect to its public lands from the 
beginning; and though I intend to occupy the at- 
tention of the Senate for but a few minutes, I will 
seek to show thatthey have not submitted a single 
proposition that is not applicable now to every || 
particle of the public land of the United States. 

Why, sir, to begin; the lands of the United 
States are subject to entry by every man who 
chooses to pay ten shillings an acre for them. I 
do not care whether he be a citizen of the United 
States or not; [do not care whether he comes 
reeking from the battle-field, either as a victor or 
a deserter; I do not care whether he comes, to | 
use their language, sweating with the stench of a | 
prison, a penitentiary, or a poor-house; I say 
that the Government of the United States has pro- 
vided that, at ten shillings an acre, any man, 
woman, or child may purchase the land. 


| reason exists for changing the policy as to persons. 


| Novody objects to it in our State. 


| ator from Alabama does; but I will respectfully | 


So much for the purchase of land. Now, let | 


me look at the question of preémptions. Prior to 
1841, there was no limitation in the policy of this 
Government in respect to who might enter on the 
public lands as preémptors. There was no dis- 
tinction against foreigners; no distinction against || 
criminals; no distinction-against inmates of poor, 
houses, or any body else. Any one who would 
go upon the lands of the United States, and file 
the necessary affidavit, could occupy, by preémp- 
tion, one hundred and sixty acres of land, and at 
the end of a year could take it and purchase it. 
Ín 1841, for the first time, the policy of the United 
States was altered, so as to restrict this right of 
preémption to citizens of the United States, and 
those who had filed their declaration of intention 
to become such; and so the law stands to-day. | 
wish to call the attention of Senators particularly 
to this point, because I think there has been 
a great deal said without sufficient comparison; 
and Í am undertaking, sir, as you will see, to 
show the policy of the Government respecting its 
lands. I say the policy which J have mentioned | 
is that which prevails to-day in respect to pur- |! 

| 


chase, and in respect to preëmption. 

Now, it is proposed, upon some terms or other, 
and those to be agreed upon, to modify the pro- 
vision as to price and the time of payment; that is 
all. {should like to inquire of those two Senators, 
and of others who may take the same view, what 


If you will sell to everbyody at ten shillings an |; 
acre, if you allow everybody to enter by preémp- 
tion, why not pursue this policy in respect to per- 
suns? If you reduce the price, and give a credit, || 
why not allow everybody to take it upon the same 
terms? Why should the country be alarmed by |! 
the deciaration of the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina, that there is an invitation to for- || 
eigners to come here, to possess and control the || 
public lands? Why, sir, they can do it to-day. |, 
Everything that can be done by a citizen of the |; 
United States to-day, in respect to the public lands, |i 
can bedone by a foreigner on simply filing an 
oath thathe intends to become a citizen. 

Now, does not the sixth section of this bill 
maintain this provision? Yes, sir, and couples 
with it another, that is, that he cannot receive 
the title from the United States until he actually | 
becomes a citizen, There is an additional restric- 
tion-—a restriction, which, Mr. President, [Mr. 
Bricen in the chair,] as you know, has no appli- 
cation in any of our northwestern States, fn 
the State of Michigan, any man can hold land, |i 
whether he be a cilizen or not, and it will descend 
to his heirs or representatives at his death, It is 
so in many, l think most, of the northwestern || 
We have suffered nothing by the policy. |! 
Nobody has 
seen the suffering resulting from it. But, in this || 
bill, I repeat, there is the additional restriction, || 

l 
| 
| 
Í 
l 
| 


States. 


that he cannot receive a title until he actually be- 
comes a citizen of the United States. 

Mr. President, I beg leave to repeat the inquiry, 
whence this alarm? Whence its necessity? Way 
should thetocsin be sounded over a bomestead 
bill, that never was sounded over a bill for the 
the sale of the lands, never over one for taking || 
them by preémption? But because a bill comes |! 
up at this time, with a new title, to dispose of the |) 
lands at a new price, and upon different terms of | 
payment, there isa holy horrorof foreigners; there |, 
is an idea, if weareto believe the argument of the | 
Senator from South Carolina, that mea who are || 
citizens of the United States do not come reeking |; 
from prisons; do not come from the stench of the ji 
poor-house! Why, sir, that idea will not be 
borne out in experience. You may search the |i 
poor-houses and the prisons, and you will find |! 
there as many native Americans as foreigners. |i 
There is no such halo thrown around a man be- 
cause he is a citizen of the United States; not at 
all. He is not necessarily a villain because he is || 
a foreigner, nor an honest man because he isa 
native-born. It will turn out, therefore, that the || 
facts do not warrant the argument; and | confess, | 
sir, I have been a little anxious to call the atten- |, 
tion of Senators to the facts in the case. 

I have said enough in respect to the policy. 
undertake to use no defiant language, as the Sen- 


I t 


ji 


ask Senators to find, if they can, in this bill, a 
leparture from the policy of the United States in 
respect to its publie lands, which takes away any |! 
restriction that hitherto existed, i 


| amend it. 


i This is what Í think it means now. 


| this section. 


| invite foreigners to our shores. 
; South Carolina says that what is precedent to-day 
| is prescription to-morrow, and he says, also, that 


not heard of any other gentleman who has. 
| seems to me that in that respect there is hardly 


Now, sir, a few words:in reference. to. the. bill 
itself. My interpretation of it is like that of: the 
Senator from Mississippi... [have no doubt what- 
ever that the right of occupancy terminates. with ~ 
the five years. My reasoning is this: All-Jands 
subject to private entry are on sale to anybody at 
ten shillings an acre. This bill proposes to step: 
in and give to an individual the right to interfere 


| with that general law, so far as to occupy for five 
| years, and actuaily cultivate it, uñder the provir 
i sions of this bill; but if, at. the end of the five 


years, he does not, according to the provisions of 


the bill, perfect his title by. taking his patent, 


where is his authority to keep the land out of.the 
market, and prevent any other man entering it at 
ten shillingsan acre? 1 submit that this isthe cor- 
rect view. . 

I said in the outset that my object-in calling up 
this bill, and asking for its consideration to a con- 


| clusion at this time, was, that the bill might -bee 


reasonably considered. and properly modified ,-so 
as to carry out the objects intended, and so as to 
meet the sanction of a majority of the Senate. 


| If, therefore, the bill is not what its friends say it 
i is, amend it. 
| dom or the policy of contending so strenuously 


I have been unable to see the wis- 


against this bill as it is, without any attempt to 
If there is any question about the right 
of occupancy after five years with an omission ‘to 


| perfect the ttle, putin words which will render 


the meaning perfectly clear; say, in so many 


| words, that unless the occupant, under the law, 


perfects his title by taking a patent at the end of 
five years, his right of occupation shall cease. 
That, at all 
events, is what it may be made to mean. So ‘of 
A criticism was sprung upon the 
word “now.” The Senator from Alabama, a 
day or two since, sought to show that the word 
“ now” did not mean at the passage of the act, 


‘but would mean at the time the individual makes 


his application to occupy under it. 


I give it no 
such construciion. 


But how easy is it to avoid 


| all question by simply inserting, instead of the 


word “ now,” the words, ‘at the passage of this 
act??? And so of anything else in the bill which 
is susceptible of two interpretations. In fact, I 
do not know that, im the little legislative expe: 

ill 


i rience which l have had, | have ever seen a 
| contested like this. 
j amend it. 
i crepancies in the bill, opportunities for different 


Gentlemen do not ask to 
‘They do not point out possible dis- 


interpretations, and propose to amend so as to 
make it positive and certain; but they content 


| themselves with shadowing forth the enormities 
that may spring up under it. 


Their imaginations 
—and I think they are exceedingly fruitful in in- 
vention—are taxed to the utmost to show you 
what, by possibility, may happen under this bill, 

Weil, sir, | suppose it would be possible. forall 


i the lund that is now On private entry in the United 


States, to be taken and occupied by all the vaga- 


| bonds in the world; but I do not think jit very 
Í probable; nor should I consider it a very sound 
| argument for taking all that land out of the mar- 
| ket, simply because this possibility exists in the 


nature of things, and in the nature of man. Why, 


i sir, one would think, from listening to these argu- 


ments, that this was a bill gotten up exclusively to 
The Senator from 


there is no disguising it, that the object is now 
to pass a bill which shall permit. foreigners who 
are here to-day to take iand, but next year with 


“an evident intention of permitting those who may 


come at any time hereafter, to do the same. I do 
not know where he derives that argument from. 
I confess I have no such design myself, and J have 
It 


any soundness in the position, It is very much 


| better, | submit, Mr. President, to argue things as 


they exist, rather than to suppose a condition of 
things, and argue against that. 

I did not rise, sir, for the purpose of consuming 
the time of the Senate upon this bill, or upon this 
proposition, but simply for the purpose of calling 
back, if it lay in my power, the argument to the 
policy of this Government in respect to its public 
lands, and to snow that, so far as relates to per- 
sons, this bill is more restricted than any other 
one which has ever passed, and to submit again 
what I did a few days ago, that Senators should 
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‘offer their amendments for the purpose of making 
itas perfect as the subject itself is susceptible of. 

I shall not vote to strike out this section. Ido 
not think it is worth while to confine entries under 
this act to native-born citizens. 1 think thata 
man who is here to-day, ‘a resident,” in thelan- 
guage of the bill, “ of one of the States or Terri- 
tories,” may properly enter upon this land and 
cultivate it. And I should like to inquire, is there 
any gentleman here who has the ability to inform 
me what injury is to‘happen to the Government 
of the United States, either in respect to its lands, 
or in. respect to its morality, by allowing any man 
now in the country to enter upon one hundred and 
‘sixty acres of land, and work upon it, and raise 
produce. Why, sir, we have been taught, from 
the beginning of civilization down to to-day, that 
‘this was one of the most laudable enterprises that 
could be followed. ‘There is scarcely a philoso- 

her or a poet who has not sought to show that, 
‘of all vocations, the cultivation of the soil is best 
calculated to make an industrious citizen and an 
‘honest man. Then, I inquire, what injury can 
possibly take place by allowing any man now in 
thecountry to enter upon a quarter section of land, 
and work it for five years? I can seenone. At 
the end of five years, unless he becomes a citizen 
of the United States, he cannot perfect his title, 
nor further enjoy the oceupancy. 

I discover no magical effect in this question of cit- 
izenship. Ido not believe that a man is any better 
to-morrow, after having perfected his naturaliza- 
tion and become a citizen, than he is to-day, when 
it is unperfected. Heis thesameman. He stands 
before the country and his God in the same atti- 
tude. He has the same morality, the same pro- 
pensities, the same inclinations, and the same 
judgment. I therefore see no magic effect about 
it; but if anybody does see it, then | say that per- 
son is satisfied by the provision of this bill; for 
the individual is compelled to become a citizen be~ 
fore he can take out a title to the land. I hope, 
therefore, the Senate will go on to perfect the 
bill, not to strike out its sections, unless they 
should be stricken out for want of virtue, but im- 
prove it. Attach a price to the land, if you please 
—l avowed myself in favor of it the other day— 
a reasonable and proper price; change the terms 
of occupation, if you please; but I protest here 
to-day against proscribing any class, without 
knowing the men who constitute that class. 

Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Mississippi 
(Mr. Brown] sat down with the remark that I 
was one of theseven, and, therefore, he was grati- 
fied that I stood where I had been throughout, 
both in what | had said, and as I had voted, and 
as I was understo6d to stand upon the records, in 
favor of what was known as the Clayton amend- 
ment upon the Nebraska bill. 

l voted for it, | believe, when the bill was re- 
turned here without that amendment. I voted for 
the bill, as I believe my honorable friend from 
Mississippi did also; but with regard to any 
proposition to strike out the provision proposed 
to be struck out by the Clayton amendment, I 
think it probable we did not agree in our votes; 
not but that I agreed in opinion with the Senator. 
T do not know that I voted with him; I think not. 

Mr. BROWN. Lhave no doubt that my friend 
from South Carolina meant, I know he meant, to 
state the thing exactly as it was. There was a 
slight misunderstanding, however. There were 
seven of us on the final vote on what was called 
the Clayton amendment, who voted against al- 
lowing foreigners to exercise the rights of suffrage 
and holding office in the Territories, of which 
seven I did not think my friend from South Car- 
olina was one. That was what I alluded to. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, some four or 
five years ago, when the homestead bill was but 


a shadow thrown over this House, Í took that | 


early occasion to express my approbation of the 
principles of the system, and to discuss at large 
all the questions which it then presented. It has 
not been my custom here, ever to repeat unneces- 
sarily arguments which I had taken occasion to 
use in previous Instances in support of the same 
policy. I shall not, therefore, deem it necessary 
to repeat what I have heretofore spoken, on this 
occasion, when I suppose that this great measure, 
which then had so few friends that they were 
nurabered by the half dozen, is about to become 
the law of the land. [content myself with declaring 
that I shall vote in favor of this bill, in whatever 


| of them right, and some of them wrong. 


shape it may finally come from the hands of the 
Committee of the Whole, if it retain the great 
leading principle of a homestead law. 

l address myself for a moment to the propo- 
sition which is immediately under consideration, 


isthe amendment proposed by the?honorable and 


distinguished Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Cuar- 
TON.) That amendment propdses substantially 
to strike out that provision of;the bill which pro- 
vides that foreigners nôt nafuralized, but candi- 
dates for qatoraligauon; Shall participate in this 
distribution of the publiclands; and in lieu of that 
provision, substitute one giving a sum of money 
equivalent to the value of the lands to native-born 
mechanics throughout the United States, who 
may not be able to avail themselves, by reason of 
their habits and circumstances of life, of the ben- 
efits which the bill gives generally in the shape of 
lands. Sir, I think the honorable Senator will 
excuse me for saying that the last proposition 
seems to be merely designed to serve as a cover 
for the first, as a pretext by which we may com- 
pensate ourselves for something that we do, in 
striking out the proposition in favor of foreigners. 

Sir, [ cannot go for the pretext. It is-unequal 
and unjust. I know no reason why we should 
give to mechanics money more than to other 
classes of citizens who are not mechanics. I see 
no reason for discriminating between one class of 
the native population and another, any more than 
I see any reason for discriminating between the 
whole foreign class and the whole of the native 
class. Itwould be impracticable. Mechanics are 
useful-men; they are invaluable men; but there are 
other classes who are equally useful. There are the 
sailors, the seamen, the navigators, the fishermen, 
the soldiers, quite as well entitled as the mechanic. 


| There are even farmers who could not leave old 


farms in the East to take new farms in the West. 
I dismiss, therefore, what seems to me to be pro- 
posed merely as a form, and come tothe consider- 
ation of the proposition to strike out the provis- 
ion in favor of foreigners. 

I look at this in two lights—one as a measure 
belonging to a general principle, sentiment, or 
policy; that is, the principle of discouraging immi- 
gration into thiscountry. That will be its effect. 
Tn that respect itis a part, a single measure, of a 
whole system, which is commonly known by the 
name of Native Americanism; that is to say, of 
establishing a preference for native American citi- 
zens over foreigners. I do not know that my 
honorable and distinguished friend meant, by this 
single proposition, to extend his support to the 
general principle; but there are others here who 
have advocated it upon that ground, Now, then, it 
is well enough, if we are going into this principle 
at all, to see where it leads. [have in my hand 
the policy of exclusion of foreigners, or aliens, as 
it is elaborated and drawn out into distinct prop- 
ositions by a journal which represents that class of 
society who support that principle. I find that 
there are sixteen articles in this creed. Here 
they are: 

1. Repeal of all naturalization laws. 

2. None but native Américans for office. 

3. A pure American common school system. 

4. War to the hilt on Romanism. f 

5 Opposition, first and fast, to the formation of military 
companies composed of foreigners. ` 

6. The advocacy of a sound, healthy, and safe nation- 
ality. 

7. Hostility to all papal influences,in whatever form, and 
whatever name. 

8. American institutions and American sentiment. 

9. More stringent and effective emigration laws. 

10, The amplest protection to Protestant interests. 

il. The doctrincs of the revered Washington and his 
compatriots. 

12. The sending back of all foreign paupers landed on our 
shores. 

13. The formation of societies to protect all American 
interests. 

14. Eternal enmity to all who attempt to carry out the 
principles of a foreign church or State. 

15. Our country, our whole country, and nothing but 
our country. 

16. And finally, American laws and American legislation, 
and death to all foreign influences, whether in high places 
or low! x 

Sir, this creed contains just half a dozen true, 
sound American principles. 

Mr. CHASE. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him where he finds this creed ? 

Mr. SEWARD. In the American Crusader. 

Mr. CHASE. Where is it printed? 

Mr. SEWARD. I believe in Boston. I find 


in it a comprehensive view of the principles, some 


Mr. DIXON: ‘Does the Senator mean to say 
that these are the principles of the “ Know-Noth- 
‘ings??? I ask merely for information. 

Mr. SEWARD. [know nothing of the “Know- 
Nothings.’? [Laughter.} 

Mr. DIXON. If the Senator knows nothing 
of the “ Know-Nothings,” it seems to me very 
strange that he should pretend here to state what 
the principles of the ‘‘ Know-Nothings” are. I 
should Jike him to explain, if he knows nothing 
of the “ Know-Nothings” or their principles, 
how does le read here the principles of the 
“ Know-Nothings?” [Laughter.] 

Mr. SEWARD. If my excellent friend, the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, had paid atten- 
tion to what I said, he would have learned, in the 
first place, that I said nothing of the “ Know- 
Nothings.” My reason for it is, that I always 
say nothing of that about which I know nothing. 
[Laughter.} Again, the honorable Senator will 
excuse me from further answering his question, 
because it is my purpose to say nothing of the 
Know-Nothings, because of the Know-Nothings, 
as Í have already stated, I know nothing at all. 
{Renewed laughter.] Iam stating what purports 
to be the creed which comprehends all the articles 
of this principle of opposing foreign immigration, 
I need not discriminate here in favor of these prin- 
ciples which are national, these which are just, 
and these which are American. I need not point 
them out, and show which they are. It is suff- 
cient for, me to say that, in my judgment, every 
thing is un-American which makes a distinction, 
of whatever kind, in this country, between the 
native-born American and him whose lot is directed 
to be cast here by an overruling Providence, and 
who renounces his allegiance to a foreign land, 

fd swears fealty to the country which adopts 
im. 

But, sir, without going further in this line of 
argument, I will state my object in bringing this 
creed before the Senate. It is to show them sim- 
ply this: that although it is a very narrow road, it 
is also a very long one, that we are entering upon 
when we begin upon this principle of exclusion of 
foreigners. I wish to show that this will be buta 
beginning. Iam sure that we are to stop short of 
the end somewhere. My idea is to stop at the 
door, to stop at the gate. I havenever heard any 
philosophical reason given why there should be 
this exclusion. I am an American citizen. So 
was my father before me. Those who can trace 
their lineage further than I can, may be able to 
throw further back into antiquity the period when 
they, by their progenitors, were foreigners and 
aliens. I cannot certainly carry my genealogy 
back far enough to know whether it was more than 
three generations. 

Why should I exclude the foreigner to-day? 
He is only what every American citizen, or his 
ancestor was at some time or other. If he be 
an alien, he is, in the course of one, two, three, 
four, or five years, to become what we all are, 
American citizens. Sir, something has been said 
about loyalty. I desire to know where and when 
the foreigners, the aliens, in this country, have 
shown less loyalty to this Government and to its ` 
institutions, than the native citizens? But, sir, I 
shall not pursue that line of argument further. I 
desire to look at it for oné moment as a ques- 
tion of policy. We are told that we are to dis- 
courage foreign immigration. Suppose we had 
adopted that policy thirty years ago, what would 
have been the consequence? 

It is now twenty-nine years ago since the sys- 
tem of internal improvement in this country com- 
meneced by the construction of the Erie canal 
through the State of New York, uniting the tide 
waters of the Hudson with Lake Erie; and since 
that time we have perfected five thousand miles of 
canals, at an expense of $600,000,000, extending 
our inland navigation from the Mississippi, at its 
mouth, to the Hudson river at New York, and 
thus dispensing altogether with what was one of 
the two great national wants at the time of the 
American revolution—the navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. How was that done? I mean, from 
whence came the labor that did it? 

I know of but one American citizen who worked 
with the spade and wheel-barrow on those works. 
Doubtless thereare many others, but I know only 
one, and he, Í am glad to vay, is now a member 
on this floor, [Mr. Wane, of Ohio,] and one of 
the most able and talented members. But, as a 
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general fact, the canals were made by aliensin the 
process of naturalization. What more have we 
done? We have made sixteen thousand miles of 
railroad, connecting the different parts of this 
Union inseparably together, and thus overcoming 
the want of centralization, and enabling ourselves 
to look with pity and contempt upon the states- 
man who seeks to alarm us into measures of 
doubtful merit or value, by threatening us with a 
dissolution of the Union. What labor made all 
these railroads? I think it was the labor chiefly 
of foreigners. 

Now, what I wish to ask, is, whether these 
roads and canals have cost too little? Suppose 
that the foreigners had remained at home, and 
American native labor had performed this work, 
can anybody tell what the canals and railroads 
would have cost? 

Again, what has been the diminution of the 
cost of labor among ourselves? ft ranges now 
from seventy-five cents to a dollara day. If there 
were no foreign immigration here, and native 
Americans were to perform all this labor, what 
would be its cost? What would Have been the 
condition of the country but for this labor? Sir, 
I think we must take the case as it is. The in- 
gress of the foreign population into this country 
is a fixed and unchangeable fact. Et has its cause 
in the condition of society here, and in the con- 
dition of society in foreign countries. Nothing 
could prevent the exodus of the population from 
Ireland when they were besieged in their native 
homes by famine and pestilence. They came 
here in obedience to a law which obliged them to 
come. So it is of those parts of the population 
of Germany and continental Europe which come 
here. So it is of the population from China, 
which is now flowing in upon the Pacific coast. 
It cannot remain at home; it must come here, and 
inasmuch as it must come here, we are to treat it 
as if it were justly and wisely here. 

Regarding, then, this immigration as to continue, 
let us see what will be the effect of the measure in 
question upon the interests of society in that re- 
spect. The foreign immigration pours into the 
cities just as it has hitherto done. When it en- 
ters the gate a discrimination is found to be made 
against it, and in favor of the native Americans. 
The American citizen may go to the western 
countries, to the new Territories, and occupy and 

_enitivate a farm. Thealienscannot. Whatthen 
will happen? The American citizen will go. The 
alien must remain. What is to be the effect? Is 
it not seen at once that it breaks society into two 
classes, and distributes them, not according to the 
laws of supply and demand, but according to an 
arbitrary principle or policy, obliging the foreigner 
to remain in our cities, and upon our Atlantic 
coast, and sending a large share of the native pop- 
ulation intothe West. How will that operate upon 
the western portions of the country? Do they not 


want laborers? Are they not engaged in extend- | 


ing and perfecting the system of internal improve- 
ments? Do they not want their share of this 
foreign population there? [fit is useful to us, is 
it not useful to them? Are we through with all 
that we have to do in the Atlantic States, so that 
we can dispense with foreign labor, and resort to 
the labor of American-born citizens exclusively? 
Those may come to this conclusion who, in look- 
ing through the different departments of industry 
in the cities, believe—wisely and upon well ascer- 
tained facts—that there is a surplus of labor in the 
different departments of commerce and industry 
in the Atlantic States; but I think they will find 
themselves quite mistaken; and that if they send 
away the alien population, they will find the prices 
of agricultural labor rise to a high advance in the 
Atlantic States, severely injurious to those States; 
while a corresponding injury will result to the 
western States from the absence of the foreign 
labor. 

Sir, it is time [ should give the text of this ser- 
mon. Here it is: 

“To (the king of Fingland) has endeavored to prevent the 
population of these States; for that purpose, obstructing 
the taws for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass 
others to encourage their migration bither, and raising the 


eonditions of new appropriations of lands.’*— Declaration 
of Independence. 


Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, itis not my object 
at the present time to enter into a long discussion 
of the merits of this bill. In the few remarks which 
I intend to make, I design to confine myself ex- 


e Mr. BENJAMIN. 


i to foreigners in States which restrict them from 


clusively to the section which is proposed to be 
stricken out. I regret that the Senator from Mich- 
igar [Mr, Srvarr] is not now in his seat, for the 
remarks which be made have produced in my 
mind a desire to discuss the principles which he 
avowed, and to bring them to his attention, and 
that of the Senate, so that we may understand 
correctly whether he is right, or whether my hon- 
orable friends who preceded me upon the same 
side of the question, with myself, are right. 

The broad proposition assumed by that Senator 
is that, according to the present land system of 
the United States, any foreigner may become the 
purchaser and owner of any land belonging to the 
United States; consequently he can see no objec- 
tion, such as has been urged by my honorable 
friends on my side of the question, to the section 
proposed to bestricken out. Hecan see no objec- 
tion to giving the public lands to foreigners, be- 
cause he says those foreigners may now become 
the owners of the lands by purchase. 

{ am utterly mistaken, or the honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan is wrong, in supposing that 
foreigners can now buy the public domain. I 
take the State represented by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Mississippi. I take the State of Ala- 
bama, without knowing, however, what may_be 
the local law of Alabama. { am apprised that 
the law of Mississippi is as that of Maryland, 
that no alien can become the owner of land within 
the limits of that State. 

Mr. CLAY. ° That is the law of Alabama. 

Mr. PRATT. That is the law of Alabama. 
It possibly is the law of Louisiana. 

No, it is not. 
Mr. PRATT. !tisthe law, however, of many 
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of the States of the Union in which the public 
lands are located. It is, therefore, Mr. President, 
perfectly clear, according to my conception, when 
in Mississippi, in Alabamia, and in other land States 
as they are designated, the law of the State pro- 
hibits an agien from becoming the owner of the 
land, that it is wrong to attempt, by this sixth 
section, to annul the law of the State by making 
it competent for an alien to hold land, when under 
the State law hecannotholdit. Thereisno argu- 
ment necessary, because the avowed object of the 
bill is to give to every alien the power to hold 
land within the limits of any State of this Union, 
woes the United States are the possessors of that 
and. 

I therefore submit, Mr. President, whether this 
section should not be stricken out for the reason 
which I now assign: That we should notsbring 
the jurisdiction of the Federal Governmentin con- 
flict with the jurisdiction of the States, which will 
be undoubtedly done if the bill pass with the sec- 
tion in it. That is one proposition which I desire 
to submit. 

It is argued further, that, under this section, no 
alien, no foreigner, until he has become natural- 
ized, can become the owner of theland. But, in 
the first place, Mr. President, although he would 
notacquire, by patent, theabsolute title to the land, 
he is entitled, under the bill, to hold it, not for five 
years, as supposed by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, (Mr. Brown,] but as long as he may live; 
and after he dies, if it is within one year or one 
moment after he goes there—if he comes to this 
country to-day, and goes upon the land to-mor- 
row, carrying his children with him, equally born | 


foreigners, and he dies, those children, without || 


ever becoming naturalized, can become, under the 
second section, taken in connection with the sixth, 
absolute owners in fee, without a patent, of the 
land which you give by the bill. If the foreigner 
who removes to your public land dies at any 
period, his children, by his death, become the 
owners, in fee, of that land; therefore, without 
being naturalized, they are the owners in fee of the 
land; and if they are under the age of twenty-one, 
the executors of their father may, for their benefit, 
sell the lind in fee to whoever chooses to bay 
Ite 

I say, then, Mr. President, that, under this 
section of the bili, the occupancy of the public land 
is not confined, as Senators have contended, to 
persons who are to become citizens; but you are 


bringing in direct conflict the jurisdiction of those || 


States which prohibit aliens from holding lands, 
with the Federal Government, by giving the right 


holding lands. You give to aliens in Mississippi 


and Alabama, whose local laws prohibit it, the 


right to hold_in. fee. without. be 
or applying to become naturalized: so sociso 55 
But my friend from Delaware {Mr. Cuaron] 
pointed out another discrepancy in this sectio y. 
which [ wish to call the attention of the Senate, 
If the Senate will look, for one moment, at the 
first section of the bill, they will find that, in giving 
the authority to citizens of the United States to. 
acquire the title to this land by the occupancy. of 
it, it is confined to any free white person. who is 
the head of a family. The. sixth section, unin- . 
tentionally, I have no doubt, substitutes for * free 
white person” the designation. of “ any indie 
vidual. ”? h DR 
Mr. BADGER and Mr. CLAY. That relates 
to foreigners. A 
Mr. PRATT. Any individual, who is a for- 
eigner, whether white or black; whether capable 
of becoming a citizen of Alabama, by the local 
law of Alabama, or not; whether capable of be- 
coming a citizen of Mississippi, according to the 
policy of that State, or not, is, by this bill, to be 
authorized to go to Alabama or Mississippi; and 
by merely going upon theland, he becomes actual 
owner, in fee, of the land itself; and if he should 
die, his child becomes owner without any attempt 
to become naturalized. . 
Mr. BUTLER. Does it not require natural- 
ization ? ; : 
Mr. PRATT. This does not, ER aes 
A Senaror. He must file his declaration. of 
intention. ' . 
Mr. PRATT. The Senator does not under-, 
stand me. I say that, under this bill, any black 


out becoming naturalized, 


| person from Cuba, or from Africa, can go to Mis- 


sissippi or Alabama, and if he should die while 
occupying the. land, his children, being aliens 
too, coming with him from Africa or Cuba, be- 
come per se, from the fact of the occupancy of the 
ancestor and his death, the actual owners, in fee, 
of the land. The sixth section, it will be recol- 
lected, puts aliens upon an equal footing with citi- 
zens of the United States. The proviso to the. 
second section is, that if this person thus coming 
here is dead, and his heirs shall prove by two cred- 
ible witnesses that ‘* they have continued.to reside 
upon and cultivate said Jand, and still reside upon 
the same, and have not alienated the same, or any 
part thereof, then, in such case, they shall be en- 
titled to a patent, as in other cases provided for by. 
law.” And then, again, there is the further pro- 
viso: A 

« And provided further, In case of the death of both j 
father and imotber, leaving an infant child, or children under 
twenty-one years of age, the right and (he fee shall inure 
to the benefit of said infant child or children, and the èx- 
ecutor, administrator, or guardian may sell,?? &e. 

So here, in the contingency which I have sug- 
gested, is the absolute transfer, in fee, to an alien 
negro who should emigrate to Mississippi or Ala- 
bama, where, by law, he is not entitled to go atall. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will my frieid allow nie to 
interrupt him to enable me, and those who have 
insisted upon the distinction, to be right? By 
the naturalization laws. passed in 1793, I thirk, 
or 1794, after the adoption of the Constitution, 
no person can become a citizen of the United 
States unless he is a white person. f 

Mr. PRATT. lam not denying that, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. But he can make a dec- 
laration. That is all the law requires, i 

Mr. BUTLER. I want to get my friend right. 

Mr. WALKER. I have no doubt the Senator 
from Maryland intended to read the bill fairly; 
but he certainly has not done so in one particular, 


' He has said that it is immaterial if the person 


settling to-day should die to-morrow, his children 
are to become. entitled to a patent for the land. 
He certainly has not read the bill, or, if he has, 
he has not correctly read this proviso: 

« Provided, however, That no certificate shall be given or 
patent igsned therefor, until the expiration of five years 
from the date of sucht entry 3 aud if, at the expiration of 
such time, the person making such entry, or, if he be dead, 
his widow, or, in case of her death, his heirs or devisee, 
or, in case of u widow making such entry, her heirs or de- 


| visee,in case if her death, shall prove by two credible 


witnesses that he, she, or they, have continued to reside 
upon and cultivate said land, and stil reside upon the 
same, and have vot alienated te same, or any part thereofs 
then, in such case, he, she, or they, shall be entitied toa 
patent, as in other cases provided for by law.” 

He will see, then, under that proviso, the chil- 
dren are not to be entitled unless after the expira- 
tion of five years. Then the next proviso is con- 
nected with it by the conjunction “ and”; 
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And provided further, In case ofthe death of both father 
and mother, leaving an infaut child or children under 
twenty-one years of age, the right and the fee shall inure to 
the benefi aid infant child or children, and the execu- 
tor, administrator, or guardian, may, at auy time within 
two years after? — 

After what? After the five years, and 

« Afier the death of the surviving parent, and in aceord- 
ance with the laws ofthe State in which such children for 
the time heing bave their domicile, sell said land tor the ben- 
efit of said infants, but for no-other purpose.’? 

I only wish to correct the statement of the Sen- 
ator, when he said thatif the party died the day 
afier he had settled, his children would be entitled 
to the benefits of this act. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, the broad prop- 
osition I started to illustrate was, that, under the 
provisions of the bill, a person may become an 
owner of lands without being naturalized, or hav- 
ing ever declared his intention to become natural- 
ized, and l referred to the proviso in the second 
section for the purpose of showing that I was 
right. The certificate is not to issue until the 
party shall have resided five years upon the land; 
he is not entitled to his patent; but after ‘the ex- 
piration of such time, the person making such 
entry, or if he bedead,”’—if he be dead, therefore 
at the expiration of the time— 

Mr. WALKER. After. 

Mr. PRATT. Well, after—then 
are to be entitled. Let me put a case. Suppose A, 
B, and C—A, a foreigner, B and C his children 
under the age of twenty. one—were, under the bill, 
to proceed and take possession of a portion of the 
public lands; suppose A to live for a twelve- 
month, and then die,and his children continue to 
occupy the land for the residue of the five years; 
they would be entitled, 1 contend, according to 
my convictions of the true construction of the 
second section, in fee,to the land upon which 
their father had originally entered. 

In reference to the naturalization laws of the 
United States, | was perfectly aware that under 
them none but white persons can become citizens 
of the United States; but this section does not re- 
quire them to, become citizens before they are to 
oceapy the land. ‘They are only to make some 
affidavit that it is their desire, their object, their | 
intention, to become citizens. That declaration 
entitles them to take possession of the land, and 
having possession ‘of it, under this bill, their chil- 
dren, in the event of their death, at the expiration 
of five years would be entitled to the land ip fee, 
without ever applying to become citizens. You 
will see that the second section does not require 
that the child, although a foreigner himself, 
although born abroad, shall become naturalized; 
bat upon the death of the pareat, the child, if 
under twenty-one years of age, is, per se, without 
Naturalization, entitled in fee to the land. If he 
be black or white, there is no necessity for natu- 
ralization, ftis, per se, beenuse he is the child of 
the party who occupied it, that he becomes, under 
this hill, entitled in fee to the land taken posses- 
sion of by the ancester. 

Leannot accord either, Mr. President, with the 
doctrine of my friend from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] 
when he says he can see no difference between 
foreigners and Americans, and that being an 
Amevican citizen does not make aman purer, does 
not change his heart, his mind, or his morality. 
TIe can see no difference between American eiti- 
zens and foreign enizens. Now, sir, weare living, 
I admit, ina new era. Weare living in days of 
progress; bur 1 regret that the day has ever come 
when, in the Senate of the United States, and by 
a Senator as respectable as my honorable friend 
who has made the asseveration, it should be de- 
clared, seemingly with the approbation of many 
of those who heard him, that be could see no dis- 
tinction between an American citizen and a for- 
eigner, upon a question of disposing of property 
exclusively belonging to American citizens. 

Sir, this is an electioneering topic. The speeches 
here are made not for cur consideration, not to 
have weight with us, but for home consumption. 
Poan readily see that in those States where for- 
eigners are allowed to vote and exercise the priv 
leve of American citizens, their representatives 
here may feel bound to protect them; and their 
own political existence may require that protec- 
tion; bat į never can assent to the doctrine that 
there is no distinetion benween an American cit 
zen and a foreigner, in giving to one or the other ji 
aright to own the soil of this Union, Iam not || 


the children 
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| talking about naturalized or native citizens; but I i 


ani talking about citizens of the United States, 
recognized by the Constitution of the country as 


citizens. Fs there no difference between a citizen of 


the country, owning the soil of the country which 


i he is bound to defend, and a foreigner who owes | 


allegiance to another Power, and who, in the 
event of a war between the Government whose 
land he owns and the foreign Government to which 
he owes allegiance, is b-und by his oath to take 
part against the former? I have no intention or 
desire to make any speech upon this subject; but 
I submit, asa matter which occursto my mind at 
the moment, with the impression that itis right, 
but without that consideration or reflection which 
would enable me to speak on it, whether the for- 
eigner to whom you are about to give these lands 


can commit treason against the United States? : 


W hat E understand to be treason is when the citi- 
zen of a Government, owing that Government 
allegiance, makes war upon it. If the citizen of a 
foreign Government be temporarily here, and that 
Government to which he owes allegiance goes to 
war with the United States, he could be pun. 
ished for treason abroad if he defended this coun- 
try uguinst that foreign Government. 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. 

Mr, PRATT. The Senator admits that. Itis 
enough for the argument then. That Senator is 
in favor of giving to the citizens of a foreign Gov- 
ernment the public lands of the United States, 
when he concedes that the citizens of that Gov- 
ernment, in the event of a war between the foreign 
Governmentand the United States,would be bound, 


by their allegiance to the foreign Government to” 


make war upon our own country. 

Mr. CASS. Ladmit no such thing. [repudiate 
it in toto. What I said was, that an Englishman 
here temporarily, with a view to return, while be 
is here can commit treason against his Govern- 
ment. Me has a temporary allegiance here; but 
if his Government goes to war, he may claim the 
privilege of a British citizen, and be a prisoner of 
war on parole; but} did not admit that if he be- 
comes an American citizen he can commit treason 
against England. We havealways opposed that; 
Englund wanted it admitted; butunder every Ad- 
ministration we have opposed it. 

Mr. PRATT. This is the proposition which 
1 desire to submit: Whether a foreigner who owes 
no allegiance toa Government can commit treason 
against that Government? 
proposition which | have not considered; but it 
occurred to me at the moment. 1 doubt very 
much whether he could be punished for treason 
at all; and, undoubtedly, if the foreign Govern- 
ment to which he should owe allegiance were to 


make war against the United States, although you | 
give him possession of a whole county in one of |; 


your States, he would not be bound to defend that į 


land, but would be bound by his allegiance to the || 


other Government to give it up to the foreign 
potentate to whom his allegiance was due. 

Mr. President, 1 did not intend to say as much | 
as l have already said upon this subject. i 


| 


thoroughly convinced, whatever may be consid- ;; 
ered the policy of this Government in reference |: 
i |; 


to the disposition of the public lands, it is un- 
doubtedly impolitic (and | say further to my 
friends from those States where foreigners are now 


alowed to vote before they are naturalized, the i| 
time is coming fast when the impression will per- ; 


vade every section of this Union that it is impol- 


itic, and that it will become unpopular) to give | 


the right, the sacred right, of making the laws of 
this country to those who do not owe allegiance 
to it. 

Mr. MASON. 
consideration of the bill until to-morrow, in order 
that we may have an [Executive session. 

Mr. WALKER. 1 hope that will not be done, 
Tt is too late to go into Executive session; and I 
desire to submit a few remarks on this subject. 


Mr. MASON, 


I shall certainiy take part in it. 
past three o'clock; but F do not want to detain the 
Senate long in Executive session. 

Mr. WALKER. 
journ. 

‘The motion to adjourn was not agreed to—ayes 


‘The mntion to postpone was agreed to—ayes 
23, noes 25. 


As l stated, it is a) 


‘i read, in order to its reference. 


I amii 


L move to postpone the further | 


The Senator may rely upon it, ` 
debate is not going to stop so suddenly. ` 
It is now half — 


I move that the Senate ad- || 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. BADGER moved to reconsiderthe vote by 

which the Senate, yesterday, passed the bill au- 

thorizing the construction of a subterranean Hine 

of telegraph from the Mississippi or Missouririvers 

to the Pacific ocean; and the motion was entered 
{$ on the Journal for future consideration. 


i EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

1 On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 

- reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


i 
l 


it 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES., 
Tuurspay, July 13, 1854. 


The House metat eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Hewry SLICER. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. RUFFIN 
and Wuer.er members of the select committee, 
under the resolution of the House of Saturday 
last, in place of Messrs. CLINGMAN and CUTTING. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, in- 
closing a communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy respecting the observations of Lieutenant 
James M. Gillies, of the United States Navy; 
which, with the accompanying document, was 


i! 
i 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


i 
1 


CHARGES AGAINST JUDGE GRIER. 

Mr. KIDWELL. I hold in my hand a very 
important memorial which I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to allow me to present, for 
the purpose of reference to the Judiciary Com- 
‘| mittee. 

i Mr. HAVEN. I should like to know the 
|| object of the memorial. 

The memorial was then read by its tile, as 
follows: 


Memorial of the Wheeling and Belmont Bridge 
Company asking for an investigation of the charges 
preferred against the Hon. R. ©. Grier, one of 
the Jastices of the Supreme Court of the United 
| States. 

Mr. HOWE. If left to the impulses of my 

{own feelings and judgment, I should certainly 
‘object to the reception of the memorial; but so 
: fully satisfied am J that the distinguished jurist to 
whom it relates would dissuade me from that 
|. course, could he be consulted, | shall interpose no 
i: objection, 

‘The memorial was then received, and referred 
| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

WASHINGTON MONUMENT, 

Mr. MAY. I ask the unanimous consent of 
' the House to present a memorial, to which T am 
sure no one will object; and I ask that it may be 
It is a memorial 
from the Managers of the Washington National 

Monument Society. 

The memorial was then read by the Clerk, as 
follows: 

WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT OFFICE, 
June 29, 1854. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the Board of Managers of the Wash- 
ington National Monumeut Society respectfully shows + 
| That in the year 1833 an association of individuals was 
| formed in this city, for the purpose of raising funds, by ap- 
| peals to the pairiotism of the people, for the erection of a 
monumentin the national metropolis, to the memory of the 
L Father of his Couutry; that your memorialists aud their 
i: predecessors, elected managers of the ociation, have 
gratuitously given their services, at great personal sacrifice, 
1: 19 the promotion of its objects; that they have been ‘en- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


li abled to raise the proposed monument to the height of one 
` hundred and fifty-six feet; that three hundred and thirty - 
i four feet remain yet to be erected ; that the funds of the 
| association are entirely exhausted, and all recent effortson 
i the part of your memortalists to obtain funds for complet- 
ing the work have proved abortive ; aud that your memo- 
ii rialists are unable to devise any plan more likely to suc- 
ceed. Under these circumstances, they feel it to be their 
duty to bring to the notice of the Representatives of the 
Sues and people of the Union th in order that 
sech action may be had on thera as to the assembled wis- 
. dom and patriotism of the nation may seem me 

ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, 
ist Vice President. 

ELISHA WHITTLESEY, 

General Agent. 


JOHN CaRROLL BRENT, Secretary. 
| Mr. MAY. The House will see that that 
«memorial is its own advocate, and I have not one 
|| word to add to it. 


1854. si 


The SPEAKER. What disposition does the 
gentleman from Maryland desire to make of the 
memorial? i 

Mr. MAY. Upon conferring with gentlemen | 
of the House, of experience, they have suggested | 
to me that it ought to be referred, on account of | 
its dignity, to a select committee; and the associa- 
tions connected with the number thirteen, have | 
advised that I shall move a select committee of; 
that number to consider the subject. | 

Mr. COBB. T would suggest thirty-one, i 

Mr. MAY. The memorial asks no money, : 
but submits the whole subject to the consideration 
of Congress, : ; | 

The question was then taken on Mr. Mar’s |! 
motion; and it was agreed to. | 

So the memorial-was referred to a select com- |! 
mittee of thirteen. | 

JULIA AIKEN. | 

Mr. EDMANDS, from the Committee on Pen- |i 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Julia Aiken; j! 
which was read a first and second time by its title, i 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, || 


and ordered to be printed. 
RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


i 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 1 
is the consideration of House bill No. 392, | 
li 


‘making appropriations for the repair, preserva- |, 
tion, and completion of certain public works here- 
tofore commenced under the authority of law,” 
reported from the Committee of the Whole onthe 
state of the Union with certain amendments. | 

The first amendment was then reported by the j, 
Clerk, as follows: i 

Strike out of the following clause for continuing the 
improvement of the navigation of the Ohio, inchiding the | 
repair of the dam at Cumberland Tsland, $90,000," the | 
words “ $90,000,?? and insert in lieu thereof ‘é $190,000, | 
$100,000 of said sum to be expended in the improvement of | 
the said river above the falls. And that so soon as the | 
President of the United States is notified by the board of 
president and directors of the Louisville and Portland Canal | 
Company thàt all of the capital stock of said company is | 
owned by the United States, and that the said company is | 
free from all debts and liabilities, then the President of the 
Unired States shail be, and he is hereby, authorized and ji 
directed to appoint the proper officers to take possession of |: 
said canal on the. part of the United States, and to take !i 
control of the canal and canal property atoresitid, so that |: 
the same may not fall into decay or obstruct navigation 5 | 
and the expenses attending the custody and management } 
of said canal and canal property shall be paid out of any | 
money in the ‘Treasury not olierwise appropriated, not | 
exceeding the sau of 5.000 per annum; aud from and | 
after the Ist day of January next, the navigation of said | 
caval shall be free from all tolls and charges whatsoever.”? | 


Upon this amendment the yeas and nays had 
been ordered. i 
Mr. BRIDGES. I desire to ask the Chair |. 


whether, after the House has voted upon the dif- |i 
ferent amendments, it would not be in order, and 


sires to do so, under the 51st rule? 

The SPEAKER. Soch has been the practice 
of the House under the rule referred to by the į; 
gentleman. By that rule it is competent for the 
House to take a separate vote upon each item of | 
the bill, in its discretion, provided one fifth of the } 
body demand it. : 

Mr. HAVEN. I want to submit to the Chair |: 
whether this is nat the precise question which I |) 
submitted to the Chair, in reference to the assay || 
office purchase, in the city of New York, in the || 
civil and diplomatic bill afew days since? The fi 
language of the rule which I referred to.then, the | 
53d rule, is the simeas that of the 151st rule now i 
referred to. The language of both rules is, any |; 
member may call for, &c., and- the. Chair then || 
decided that to call fora division was á motion, i| 
and thatit was not competent to submit that motion |; 
after the previous question had been ordered, The || 
Chair will perceive that the language of the two i 
rules is precisely the same, and F submit the ques- || 
tions are substantially parallel, and the eall is as |! 
much a motion now as it was then. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs pardon of, 
the gentleman from. New York, and hopes he will | 
hear the rule read, and he believes the gentleman | 
will be very well satisfied that he is mistaken in 
regard to the character of the two rules to which 
he refers. : 

'The rule.was then read, as follows: 

«Upon the engrossment of any bill making appropriations 
of money for works of internal improvements of any kind 
or description, it shall be in the power of any member to 
cali for a division of the question, 80 as‘to take a separate 


z 


; question of order after the amendments are: dis- 


i ment is not divisible ? | 
i with regard to the amendment. 
| state that this rule in reference to internal improve- 
| ments has been adopted since he has been a mem- 


| ber of the House, and, since its adoption, the 
: recollection of the Chair is, that it has been made 


| doubtedly be had upon each item in the bill. A 


| of the rale, the amendment, containing as it does 
i more than one item, may be divided, and a sepa- 


; upon the engrossment of the bill this amendment 
' may be divided under the rule alluded to by the 
: Chair, but I insist that the amendment must now 


i eral construction of the rule would favor the view 
; taken by the gentleman from IHinois. 


| think a vote may be twice taken upon these items. 


| from Hlinois, The object of the rule may be ac- 
{i complished in either way. 


i out by the gentleman—to divide the proposition 


: adoption as an amendment. 


| make this statement: I understood, the other day, 


7 
vote of the Honse upon each item of improvement or.ap- | 
propriation contained in said bill, or upon such items sepu- 
rately, and others collectively, as the members making the | 
eall may specify; andir one fifth of the members present | 
second said call, it shall be the duty ót the Speaker to make i 
such division of the question, and put them to vote aceord- | 
ingly.” $ Sg : | 

i 
i 


Mr. LILLY. . [ desire to ask a question. of | 
the Chair. 


Does the Chair decide this to bea : 
bill for internal improvements ? As itis dented’; 
all around the House, ! desire to have the decision 
of the Chair upon that point. : : 
The SPEAKER. That may come up asa | 
osed of. | 
Mr. COBB. I would like to know if the amend- || 
H 

i 


The SPEAKER. Another question is raised 
The Chair will 


applicable to hills of this description alone. Under 
the spirit of the rule, a separate vote may un- 


| 
: A 3 | 
different question, however, now arises. The jj 
bill has been reported from the Committee of the || 
! 
| 
H 


W hole with amendments, and the previous ques- 
tion has been ordered upon its engrossment, and 
the Chair is asked whether an amendment which 
is reported by the Commitee of the Whole is 
divisible. The Chair thinks that, under the spirit | 


rate vote tuken upon each item. 

Mr. COBB. 1l then call fora division of the 
amendment, and ask that the vote may be taken 
upon the first portion. | desire to vote for a part 
of the amendment, but not for the whole. } in- 
sist upon a division. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. -f rise to 


another point of order. It may be very true that 


be voted on as a whole. : 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that a lit- 


Mr. WENTWORTH. Under that rule I 


If a separate vote is taken now, it may again be 
taken upon the engrossment of the bill, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the object 
of the rule may be accomplished in either ways 
but, as a matter of convenience, he thinks it would 
be better to have the division now, which would 
preclude the necessity of taking a second vote 
upon the amendment. i 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Tcan furnish the Chair 
with precedents, if he desires it, where the vote 
has been taken upon the amendment as a whole 
upon its adoption, and divided upon the engross- 
ment of the bill; [ think that is the course which | 
has been heretofore pursued, and the course con- 
templated by the rale. r 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no doubt of 
the correctness of the judgment of the gentleman 


i 


| 
i 
i 
{ 
{ 
| 
i 
i 
i 
1 
! 
i 

t 

i 

| 


The only question is | 


as to the practice under it, The Chair does not |) 


‘think a matter of principle is involved; for the j; 


principle of the rule would be carried cut by either 
course. The technical construction of the rule, | 
however, would be in favor of the course pointed . 


upon the engrossment of the bill, and not upon its 


Mr. HAVEN. l have no desire to embarrass 
the question, or to undertake to puzzle the Chair 
or the House, but, if allowed, I should like to 


when I asked for a division of the question on tie 
assay office proposition . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recollects the 
whole case, and has no doubt of the correctness of 
his decision; but it is not in order now to make 
speeches abont it. 

Mr. HAVEN. I understood that the decision 
was based on the ground that, inasmuch as the 
previous quéstion was called, it was in the nature 
of a motion to divide, and therefore not in order. 
Now, the 53d rule, under which I sought to do 
that, uses the words that “any member may call 


for a división, which is precisely equivalent 
language to that of the 151st rule, Suh; bdo 
regard it as a matter of much consequence nw: 
‘Vhe: SPEAKER. The Chair mast’call: th 
Tis not’in: order-to:makea 
speech on that matter-at this time, $ 
Mr. HAVEN. have no desire tó. submit: 
speech, or to‘ raise a question of -ordei : a 
willing to go to voting at once. ne ar 
The Chair. decides that it 


The SPEAKER. 
would be in accordance with the ruleto makè a 
division on the engrossment. of the -bill, ifthe 


amendment be voted in, 


Mr.-COBB. ‘Then if all be voted.down, I shall 
lose the benefit of division. l cannot.divide now. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot have 
a division now, according to the decision of the 
Chair. . 

Mr. SEWARD. Is the vote now on the 
entire amendment, or has it been divided? 

The SPEAKER. The vote is on the-entire 
amendment. . 8 i 

The question was taken on the first amend: 
ment; and it was decided in the affirmative—y eas 
94, nays 58; as follows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Bennett, Benson, Breckinridge; Bridges, 
Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, ‘Chandler, Clarks 
Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, 
Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, Tomas 
D. Eliot, John M. Eliiott, Enivon, Euglish, Everhart, 
Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence,’ Franklin, Giddings, 
Green, Greenwood, Aaron Hanan, Harrison, Haven, Henny 
Hiester, Hilt, Howe, Hughes, Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, 


i Kerr, Kidwell, Knox, Kurtz, Latham, Lindsiey, MeNair,” 


Mace, Macy, Matteson, Middieswarth, John G. Miller, 
Morgan, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Modecai Oliver, Parker, 
Preston, Pringle, Ready, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Gerrit 
Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor 
L. Stevens, Strand, Jolm L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, 
Upam, Wade, Walley, Etiihu B. Wastburne, Lerael 


| Washbarn, Wells, Jolin Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
! Wheeler, Henu 


ck B. Wright, Yates. and Zollicofter-—94, 

NAYS—Mes ames ©. Allen, Willis Allen, Barks- 
dile, Barry, Belcher, Royce, Caskie, Chrisman, Cobb, 
Colquitt, Craige, Jobn G: Davis, Eddy, Goode, Grow, 
Sampson W: Harris, Wiey P. Harris. Hastings, Hibbard, 
Hil yer, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
Kittredge, Lamb, Leteher, Lilly, McQueen, Maurice, 
Maxwell, Mayall, Morrison, Marray, Olds, Andrew Oliver, 
Orr, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps; Phillips, 
Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Reese, Rowe, Raffin; Showers 
Skelton. Samuel A. Smith, Willian Sanib, Witliain, Re 


tet 


|, Smith, George W. Singth, Stratton, John J. Paylor, Van- 
“Ne wed 


sant, Walsh, and Daniel B. Wright—58, : 
So the amendment was adopted. he 
Mr. PRESTON. I rise to a privileged. ques“ 
tion. 1 move to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment was adopted, and that that motion be 
laid upon the table. 5 . ' 
Mr. COBB. What becomes of my application 


| for a division? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will not lose 
any of his rights by the motion. p ao 
The question was taken, and the motion’ to, re- 
consider the vote by which the first amendment 
was adopted was laid upon the table. ie 


Second amendment; A 


Add to the following paragraph of. the. bills: Eor con® 
inuing the improvemeut of the navigation of Tennessee, 
iver, $35,000,” the words: i p 

Provided, That such part of said surm may be expended 
elow Kelly’s ferry, on said river, as the Secretary of War 
may direct. i P eS MeT : j 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Third amendment: 


Add to the following paragraphs “ For ‘continuing the 
improvement of the navigation of the: Arkansas river, 
40,000,” the fallowing proviso: ttt 


Provided, That the joint resolution, entitled A resolu- 


: uon explanatory of the act appropriating money for the 
| removal of the raft in Red river,” approved Janaary27ib, 
| 1853, be, and is hereby, repealed, and the Seertary of the 
| Department of War be directed to expend the appropriation 


in referetice to Red river raft in such way, and for such 
purposes, as he may approve, having in view the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Red river in and around the said 
raft. : i 

The (Speaker put the question on the amend- 
ment, and decided that it was adopted, ; 

Mr. SAGE. l wanta division of the House on 
that amendment. Thegentleman from Louisiana, 
{Mr. Joyes, Jon whose motion it was invrafted on 
the bill, | perceive, voted to tay the bill upon the 
table, and: $ ‘hope, under the circumstances, the 
friends of this measure wiil vote the amendment 
down. i ; x 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I appeal ‘to the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Sace] to withdraw his 
objection to the ameudment. Had it-not been 
offered by the gentleman from Louisiana, Í myself 
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should have submitted it for the adoption of the 
House. 

Mr. SAGE. The gentleman from Arkansas is 
a friend of the bill, and on his statement 1 with- 
draw my demand for a division. 

The SPEAKER. The demand fora division 
is now too late. The gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Waeexer] did demand a division in time, 
but subsequently withdrew it. 

Mr. WHEELER. It was under the impres- 
sion that the Chair decided the amendment was 
rejected that I withdrew my demand fora division. 

So the third amendment was adopted. 


Fourth amendment: 


Strike the following paragraph from the bill: 

For continuing the improvement of the navigation of 
Cape Fear river, at and below Wilmington, North Caro- 
tina, $50,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Fifth amendment: 


in section two, strike out the first, second, third, fourth, 
firth, sixth, seventh, and eighth lines, and insert in lieu 
thereof the following : 

SEC. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War, before expending any part of the money herein ap- 
propriated, shall, in such cases as he may think the publie 
interests require it, cause a reexamination and resarvey of 
the public works hereby appropriated for ; and he is hercby 
authorized to modify the present plan, if, in_ his opinion, 
the public interests will be materially benefited thereby ; 
and the money appropriated by this act shall be so applied 
as to complete Or make the nearest approximation to com- 
peting the work, for which each specific appropriation is 
made; and it shall be the duty of the said Secretary, at the 
earliest practicable time, to report to Congress the result of | 
any such resurvey with the plan. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Sixth amendment: 

Add following proviso to the end of the bill: 

And provided, Phat all persons intrusted with the dis- 
_bursement of the funds appropriated for the works named in 


“this bill, shall be required to give bond and ample security 
for the faithful application of the same. 


Mr. MATTESON, On that amendment I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and also, that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

The bill being engrossed, was then read a third 
time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Inow move the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put, viz: ‘ Shall 
the bill pass??? 


Mr. WALSH. 


On that I call for the yeas and 


nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the afhirmative—yeas 96, nays 76; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Ball, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bugg, 
Campbell, Carp > Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, 
Charchwet, Clark, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cumming, Cut- 
ting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Disney, Dunbar, Bast- 
mau, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Miot, Ehi- 
son, English, Ewing, Farley, Penton, Flagler, Florence, 
Giddings, Green, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 
Haven, Henn, Uiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Johnson, Kerr, 
Knox, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, Maece, Macy, Matteson, | 


Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Nichols, Noble, | 
Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Preston, | 
Pringle, Ready, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, | 
Sage, Sapp, Seward, Seymour, Shanon, Shower, Gerrit 
Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Solers, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Hestor Le Stevens, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Up- 
ham, Vansant, Wade, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, fsrael 
Washburn, Wells, Jobn Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicofier-—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James ©. Allen, | 
Willis Allen, Barksdale, Barry, Beleber, Bocoek, Boyee, 
Mreckinridge, Bridges, Caskie, Chrisman, Ciingman, Cobb, 
Colquitt, Craige, John G. Davis, Dowdell, Edmundson, : 
John M, Elliott, Goode, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley à 
i. Harris, Gastings, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Daniel T. | 
Jones, Je Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwe 
Kiuredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, McNair, M 
Qneen, Maurice, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Millson, Morri- 
Turray, Gtds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Bishoy 
Johu Perkins, Phelps, Philips, Powell, Pratt, 
r, Reese, Rowe, Rafu, Skelton, William Smith, | 
1 R. Smith, George W. Sunyth, Richard H. Stan- j 
ton, Stratton, Straub, Jobn J. Taylor, Vail, Walsh, West- | 
brook, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright | 
mGs j 

So the bill was passed. | 


| in the Hall when my name was called, I would 


i tey, Macdonald, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Middleswarth, | 
; Jobn G. Miller, Morgan, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Mordecat | 


Í 
| 
| Stratton, Straub, John J. Taylor, Vail, Walsh, Witte, | 
{i Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—71. | 


| House be suspended, and that the House da now 


j 
| 
| 


| private bills to-morrow. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I wasnotin the Hall when 
my name was called; but I would like to be per- 
mitted to vote in the affirmative. 

Objected to. 

Mr. BANKS. I was not in the Hall when my 
name was called; but E desire, if the privilege be 
showed me, to vote in favor of the passage of the 

ill. 

Objected to. 

Mr. BLISS. I desire the privilege of the | 
House to vote on the question. By an accident 
of an extraordinary character I was delayed in 
getting here in time to record my vote when my 
name was called. I now ask the privilege of 
doing so. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to any member | 
voting, unless he votes regularly under the rule. 

Mr. BLISS. I must say that I would not take 
ay advantage of a gentleman in such a case. 

ír. CLINGMAN. During my time in this! 
body I have never known an instance where such || 
a privilege has been allowed. | 

Mr. BLISS. Then I want to say that, had | 
been present, I would have recorded my vote in 
the affirmative. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 


And if I had been į 


have recorded my vote in the negative. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also, that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The question being on the latter motion, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, called for the yeas || 
and nays. i 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the afirmative, yeas 101, nays 71; as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Ball, Banks, Bennett, Benson, Ben- | 
ton, Bliss, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Cham- | 
| 


berlain, Chandler, Chureb well, Clark, Corwin, Cox, Crock- 
er, Cunning, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick 
Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, | 
Thomas D. Miot, Bilison, English, Ewing, Farley, Fenton, 
Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Giddings, Green, Greenwood, |; 
Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn,Hiester, Hill, Lowe, 
Hughes, Johnson, Kerr, Knox, Latham, Lindley, Linds- | 


Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, 
Ready, David Ritehie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, |; 
Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Sam- ji 
uel A. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor I. 

Stevens, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, 


| 
Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walley, libu B. Washburne, į 
Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Went: | 
worth, Wheeler, Yates, and Zolivoffer—10L. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercroinbie, Aiken, James C. Allen, | 
Willis Allen, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, | 
Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Caskie, | 
Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, Johu |: 
G. Davis, Dowdell, Edmiudson, Grow, Sampson W. iar- ii 
is, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, 
aniel I. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kit- ij 
ty Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, MeNair, McQueen, |! 
Maurice, Maxwell, Mayall, Milson, Morrison, Murray, 3} 
Olds, Orr, Packer, Jobo Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, if 
Reese, Rowe, Rutin, Shaw, Skelton, William Smith, 
William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, | 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the || 
table. | 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move thatthe rules of the | 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union. | 
THOMAS CROWN. 1 

Mr. CHANDLER. Before that question is | 
put, I desire to ask the unanimous consent of the | 
House to have Senate bill No. 326 withdrawn | 
from the table, and referred to the Committee of | 
Claims. 
The bill was read a first and second time by its || 
title, as follows, and was so referred: i 
An act for the relief of Thomas Crown. | 


COINAGE. 
Mr. PHELPS. J ask the unanimous consent | 
of the House that the bill relating to the coinage 
be taken up, and referred to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. It is a bill authorizing the 
coinage of $150 gold pieces. 
Mr. ORR. L object. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I am anxious to go into 
committee, in order, if possible, to get through 
the Army bill to-day, so as not to interfere with 


1 
SYLVANUS CULVER. s | 
Mr. HILLYER. l ask the consent of the 


House that the Senate bill, for the relief of Syl- 
vanus Culver, reported by the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, and ordered to lie on the 
table, may be recommitted to the committee as 
important information has been communicated to 
me in relation to the claim, which may alter the 
judgment of the committee. 3 $ 

No objection being made, the bill was accord- 
ingly recommitted to the Gommittee on Private 
Land Claims. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- 
ron’s motion; and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Wricur, of Pennsylvania, in the 
chair.) 

ARMY BILL. 


TheCHAIRMAN. Thefirst bill in order upon 
the Calendar, is House bill (No. 95) making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thatis the bill I desire to 
have considered first. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I ask my friend from Ala- 
bama, if there is not some other appropriation bill, 
which can be taken up and disposed of to-day, 
instead of the Army bil? My collencwe, (Mr. 
FauLkner,]} theacting chairman of the Committee 


Į on Military Affairs, was and is desirous of being 


here when this appropriation bill shall be taken 
up. He was under the impression that the con- 
sideration of the river and harbor bill would con- 
sume much longer time than it has. Hence he 
is not here to-day, but will be back very soon. 
If the post office bill or the Indian appropriation 
bill can be taken up to day, I hope it will be done. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The post office bål would 
not consume ten minutes. And as to the Indian 
bill, | am not prepared to take that up now. 
There is no other bill except this which I can take 
up this morning, and I told the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Faurkyer] that at the first moment 
I could do so I should insist on taking up this bill. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The gentle- 
man alluded to by my friend [Mr. Bococx] is 
Mr. Fautxner, who has charge of the matters 
which relate to the Army, and [ received a letter 


‘from him last night, stating that it was impossible 


for him to get here to-day, and that he could not 
be here for a day or two. As there is other busi- 
ness which can be taken up, I hope the House 
will gratify the gentleman so far as to take up 
some other bill, and postpone the consideration of 
this one. I move that the bill be laid aside forthe 


i present, 


The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I move that the first reading 
of the bill be dispensed with, so that it may im- 
mediately receive its second reading, and be open 
to amendment. 

The motion was not agreed to; and the bill was 
accordingly read the first time in extenso. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by 
paragraphs for amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I oifer the following amend- 
ment: 

In line twenty-three strike out © $555,727 70,” and insert 
in Ws thereof, ‘$480,359 38,7? so as to make the clause 
read : 

For clothing for the Army, camp and garrison equipage, 
and horse equipinents, $480,359 38. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


When the following clause was read: 


‘For the various expenditures required for the first and 
second reginents of dragoons, the companies of light artil- 
lery, the regiment of mounted riflemen, and such companies 
of infantry as may be mounted, viz: the purchase of travel- 
ing forges, blacksmiths’ and shoeing tools, horse and mule 
shoes, irou and steel for shoeing, hire of veterinary sur- 


i! geons, purchase of medicines for horses and mules, shoe- 


ing horses of mounted corps, and repairing dragoon and rifle 
equipments, 300,000,” 
_ Mr, HOUSTON moved to amend the same, by 
inserting after the word ‘* viz” the words ‘ horse 
equipments; and also, by striking out the words 
“ thousand dollars,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof, 
‘$75,368 32.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

When the following clause was read: 

“Por the purchase of horses required for the first and sec- 
ond regiments of dragoons, the companies of light artillery, 
and the regiinent of mounted riflemen, $150,000,” 


Mr. McMULLIN said: I desire to know of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
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Means if it is contemplated by the bill to create 
a new regiment or regiments? - : 
- Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir. It only provides 
for the supply of those regiments now in exist- 
ence. The item just read is intended to keep up 
the supply of horses necessary in the place of 
those giving owt every year. 

When the following clause was read, 

“For the manufacture of arms at the national armories, 
$250,000,” 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said: I am di- 
rected by the majority of the select committee 

. appointed to examine into the affairs of the na- 
tional armories, to report the following amend- 
ment, to come inat the end of the clause just 
read: 

Provided, That so much of the laws heretofore passed 
which authorized the appointment of military officers to 
superintend the operations at the national armories be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed; and from and after the pas- 
sage of this act it shall be the duty of the President of the 
Whited States, by and with the advice of the Senate, to 
appoint a competent and well qualified civilian, as super- 
intendent at each of said armories. 

_Mr. S. then addressed the committee for an 
hour in support of his amendment, and upon the 
subject generally of the military superintendence 
of armories. His remarks, withheld for revision, 
will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. DICKINSON obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts will yield me the floor, I will make a 
motion that the committee rise, for the purpose of 
going back into the House and passing a resolu- 
tion to close the debate upon this biil. “ 

Mr. KEITT. [trast not. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the proposition will 
not be assented to. Do I understand the gentle- 
man from ‘Massachusetts as yielding the floor for 
this purpose? ‘ f 

Mr. DICKINSON. [ do not yield the floor 
for that purpese. ; 

Mr. LETCHER. JT hope this debate will not 
be closed until my colleague [Mr. Faurxner]} 
from the Harper’s Ferry district, a member of this 
committee, and who, as well as his constituents, 
is deeply interested in this matter, shall have an 
opportunity of. being heard. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If it is the détermination of 
the committee to keep open this debate until the 
gentleman from the Harper’s Ferry district returns, 
it will be a great deal better to put the bill aside, 
and take up some other bill. ` 

Mr. KEITT. I desire to make this simple 
statement, that this House appointed a committee 
to examine this subject. 
examination for four months, and submitted a vol- 
ume of testimony, of nearly three hundred pages, 
and two reports, not one of which, I suppose, has 
been read by any member of this House. Now, 
if the subject was of sufficient importance to war- 
rant the appointment of that select committee, will 
this House turn the thing into a farce by taking 
action without reading a word of the reports of 
that committee? 

Mr. STANTON. They have had two months 
to read them. 

Mr. DICKINSON then resumed the floor, and 
replied to some portions of Mr. Sranron’s speech. 
His remarks are withheld for revision, and will be 
found in the Appendix. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish to ask the indulgence of 
the committee to make.a motion which requires 
unanimous consent. I am compelled to leave the 
‘city this evening. [ have been detained for the 
last three or four days to wait for the disposition 
of the river and harbor bill. I feel a good deal of 
interest in the amendment I propose to offer, and 
I hope the committee will give me their consent 
to offer it, although it is out of order. 

The amendment was read, as follows: : 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the military |} 


storekeeper at Rome arsenal, New York, be allowed from 


the first day of October, 1842, the same compensation as is i 


authorized by the act of the 23d of August, 1842, to be 
aid to the storekeepefts at the Washington, Pittsburg, and 
Watervliet arsenals, and that there be paid to military store- 
_keeper James S. Abeel, twenty dollars per month, for and. 
during the time he'has performed the duties of commissary, 
and assistant commissary of subsistence and quartermaster. 
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We were engaged in the |i 


| at Rome arsenal, New York, since the 23d of 


| salary reduced from $1,250 to $800 per annum. 


| give some idea of the value of those placed in his 


| gallantry in the service of his country. When 


| formed, suffering such exposure as entirely to 


-passed this evening. The Post Office appropria- 


The CHAIRMAN. . To what clause in the bill 
does the gentleman propose to offer it? : 

Mr. HOWE. Asan independent section., ` 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not in order. | 

Mr. HOWE. Iam aware that it is not, but I 
suppose it may be offered by unanimous consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. It may, if there be no 
objection. f 
Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. HOWE. Well, sir, ask the leave of the 
committee to make a statement. : 

There was no objection, and Mr. H. proceeded: 
The facts of the case are simply these: Captain 
James S. Abeel has been a military storekeeper 


January, 1838, at which time the compensation 
attached to his office was $1,250 per annum. By 
the act of 1842, the number of military store- 
keepers was limited to fifteen, and they were 
divided into two classes. Five of those, who were 
also to discharge the duties of paymaster, were 
to constitute the first class, and their compensation 
was fixed at $1,250 per annum. The remaining 
ten were to constitute the second class, and to 
receive a: compensation of $800 perannum. Cap- 
tain Abeel was placed in the second class, and his 


Since the passage of the act, two of the store- 
keepers placed in the second class have had their 
compensation increased to that of first class 
storekeepers viz: F. A. Webber, of Watertown 
arsenal, under the act of March 3, 1849, and 
David Butler, of the Little Rock arsenal, Arkan- 
sas, by the act of September 28, 1850. The pay 
of the second class, on duty in New Mexico, 
California, and Oregon, has also been increased 
to the pay of the first class. ` 

Now, sir, the office of military storekeeper is 
one of considerable responsibility. He is respon- 
sible for the stores placed in his charge; and to 


charge, I will state that there were, under the 
charge of Captain Abeel in 1847, $286,922 29. 
In 1853 there were $123.803. 1 will also state 
that he is required to give bond and security to the 
amount of $15,000. 

These are the circumstances under which I have 
asked leave to offer this amendment increasing 
the compensation of Captain Abeel from $800 to 
$1,250 per annum. Now, sir, in reference to the 
personal history of this gentleman, I will say that 
it shows that his life has been one of no ordinary 


only seventeen years of age, he fought-most gal- 
lantly at the battle of Lundy’s Lane, carrying the 
flag of his country in the thickest of the fight; 
and when it was riddled with balls he still held 
the shattered staf in his hands. He suffered 
great exposure during the war. He continued in 


the service during the entire war, as I am in- 


deprive him of his voice. Since then he has been 
unable to articulate a loud word, He is utterly | 
disqualified for any other pursuit, and has a family 
of eight children depending on him for support. 
Now, I put the question to the committee, whether 
this man, under these circumstances, is to have 
his compensation cut down from $1,250 to $800 
bya general, not aspecial act? Task whether such 
a man, disabled in his country’s service, has not 
the right tocome here and appeal to justice and | 
patriotism: to see that his children-do not lack 
bread. I have nothing further to say, and leave 
the subject with the committee. ` 

Mr. KEITT. The chairman of the select | 


be passed over, I will make that motion. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I would suggest that we 
should go into the House, and take up some other 
business, i ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee may lay this 
bill aside, and take up some other which may be | 


tion bill may be taken up. 


Litems for the building of light-houses in 


which was reported from his committees 
therefore hope my- motion will be agreed: to: : 
The question was taken; and- the motion was. : 
agreed ta. ` E z 
So the Army appropriation. bill -was laid aside. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION. BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that House bill 
No. 336—the Post Office. appropriation, bili—be 
taken up for consideration... =- * sur 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. alis ; ; 

Mr. HAVEN. I move.-that the first reading 
of the bill, which is for information, be dispensed 
with, and that the bill be read by sections fo 
amendment. yess 

The motion was agreed to. : a 

The Clerk then read the bill by paragraphs for 
amendment. 4 piyi 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the bill be Taid 
aside to be reported to the Honse, withtherecom- 
mendation that it pass. K 

The motion was agreed to. 

LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. ' ee 

Mr. AIKEN. I move to take up House bill 
No. 351, making appropritions for light-houses; 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
other purposes, 

The motion was agreed to. : 

On motion by Mr. AIKEN, the first reading 
of the bill was dispensed with. f 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by 
paragraphs for amendments. . Wt oat 

When the following clause was read: . 

»  Maine.—For rebuilding light-house and keeper’s dwell- 
ing on Petit Menan Istand,.$35,000,?” 3 ik A 

Mr. McMULLIN said: I desire to: know if 
this is the light-house in the State of Maine that 
was built some years ago by a compromise? “I 
should likethe gentleman representing that district 
to give me some information in regard to this mat- 
ter. This is a proposition from the reading of 
which I gather that it is for the rebuilding of a 
light-house in the State of Maine. Has the old 
light-house at that point been burned down? has 
it rotted away? has it been washed away? or 
what has been done with it? I should like to be 
informed in this matter. Here isan appropriation 
of $25,000 asked for, and we are not distinetly 
put in possession of the facts." I received inform- 
ation, not long since, to this effect: a controversy 
arose in the State of Maine as to the situation-of 
a light-house between two points, the people on 
one side of the island. or river desiring’ it to be 
built-on their side, and the people on the other 
desiring to have it on theirs; and, by way of com- 
promise, they agreed to build it between the two 
points, and. an appropriation was asked. for to 
make a mode of conveyance, by which to reach 
the light- house. 

Now, l do not know whether this is the light- 
house that is provided for by the appropriation just 
read, but I desire to be informed whether itis or not. 
Let the committee be informed of all the facts. If 
they propose to rebuild a light-house there, what 
has become of the old one? T confess that, with- 
out such information, it would’ be, to my mind, 
going it rather blind to make this appropriation. 
If it be the pleasure of the committee, ‘however, 
to make this appropriation without such informa- 
tion, of course they may do so. ‘But for the pur- 
pose of procuring for this committee, and for 
myself, some light—as I desire to vote under- 


| committee is absent just now; and as it seemed to | standingly—I move to strike out that provision of 


| be the general understanding that this bill was to 


the bill. 
Mr. AIKEN. 
reference to this matter. 


I have only a word -to-say in 
There are only ‘three 

Maine. 
They are all in a dilapidated condition. Their 


-rebuilding has been petitioned for, and they have 


been examined by the Light-House Board, ‘and 
recommended by them. ig Be 
In regard to the compromise which. the gentle- 


Mr: KEITT. My colleague [Mr. Asen] de-. 
sires to have taken up and considered a bill E 


man from Virginia [Mr. McMotuw] alludes to 
I have to say that | know nothing about it, and | 
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have madeno-inquiries, I believe these items are 
all correct, so far as 1 know and understand them. 

Mr: MeMULLIN. I assure the worthy gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, that { have as much 
confidence in the correctness of his judgment as 
in that-of any gentleman upon this floor, when he 
has examined a question which he brings to the 
notice of this House. . But in this case, as in 
many other cases upon which this House is called 
to act, I cannot consent to sit here and register my 
vote upon the recommendation, or upon the esti- 
mates of your commissioners and your Secre- 
taries, or heads of Departments, unless I can see 
ground to believe that the thing is right by itself. 
Ï repeat, ‘this matter may be right in itself; but it 
does seem to me, that, from the showing of the 
gentleman: from South Carolina, this committee 
ought to have something more before them, before 
hey pass this bill with estimate in it, 

Mr. FARLEY, (interrupting.) If the gentle- 
aman will allow me to make a suggestion, { will 
say, that the item in question has reference to a 
light-house situated in the district represented by 


my colleague, (Mr. Funter,}] who is now absent : 


from the Flouse. I have sent for documents of 


the Lieht-House Board, which throw light upon | 


the subject; and if the gentleman from Virginia 


will allow this matter to be passed over for the |; 
gents it can be taken up by-and-by, when the į 


d&ument will be here. 


Mr. MeMULLIN. Iam 
item informally, and take up the next one, in 
order to afford time to its friends to get the inform- 
ation { desire. 
the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Furrer,] who 


represents the district in which this light-house is | 
situated, Í would not insist upon a vote, if the | 


committee is willing to pass it by informally. 1 do 


not desire to withdraw the amendment, but to let } 


jt stand and be considered hereafter. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, If it be the pleasure 
of the committee to pass this item by informally, 
J am sure | shall not object to it; but 1 declare that 
Ido not at all see the necessity of doing so. Ido 
not at all feel the force of the remarks of my col- 
league. 
made in respest to this light-house. 
matter about which a compromise can be made by 
anybody. It is nota boon granted to any indi- 
vidual. Itis not a boon granted to any neighbor- 
hood. Itis a public work, for the benefit of the 
navigating interest of the whole country. Itisa 
public matter about which no compromise could 
have been entertained or made. The necessity for 
this appropriation is verified to us by the report of 
the Light-House Board. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
will read what the Light House Board says about 
it, if the gentleman from Virginia will yield to me. 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. The information which | 


has been sent to the Committee on Commerce is 
ample. Iwill read a condensed paragraph from 
the reportof the Light-House Board. It is this: 

e Numbers three, four, and six are for rebuilding Petit 
Menan, Bakers fstand, and Franklin [sland ligbe- hous: 
recommended by the LightHouse Board, upon the repor’ 
of the district inspector, in consequence of its being iw- 
possible, from the dilapidated condition of the towers and 
buildings, to repair them.?? 


Mr. BAYLY. I declare E think that is enough 
about that item. These light-houges are not mat- 
tersin which there is any particular local interest. 


Mr. MACDONALD. I would say tothe gen- ` 


tleman that, by a recurrence to the annual report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, you will find 
there a communication from the chairman of the 
Light-House Board. 

You will find in the supplemental report the fol- 
lowing estimates: 


For rebuilding light-house and keeper’s dwelling on Petit | 


Menan Island, $35,000 ; 
For rebuilding light bouse on Baker's Island, $5,000; 
For rebuilding light-house on Franklin Island, 5,000 ; 
For procuring illuminating apparatus, and completing 


light-bouse tower and buildings authorized to be built on 
Boon Island, $14,973. 


In Senate Executive Document No. 2 I find 
the following explanation: 


“t List B., hereto appended, exhibits some of the pro~ 


posed improvements and increase of aids to navigation | 


recemmended in the general programme of the temporary 
Light. House Board in its report submitted in 1852, and re- 
néewed in the annual report from this office, laid before | 
Congress at its last session. 


erfectly willing, if}; 
it meets the views of the committee, to pass by this |, 


And, certainly, in the absence of |} 


He speaks of a compromise having been | 
lt is nota | 


i 
l 


“ Recurring to the two previous reports above referred to, 
in which itis recommended that though no effort should be 
spared to render all the lights and other aids to navigation 
authorized by Congress efficient, as rapidly as the means 
provided will permit, yet the improvement of seacoast 
lights and exterior aids to navigation is of paramount im- 
portanee. The board takes this occasion respectfully to 
renew this recommendation, and ask its favorable consid- 
eration by the Department and by Congress.” 

I will only add, that this appropriation is pred- 
icated upon a report made to Congress in 1852. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know of ‘the 
| gentleman from Maine if this is the light-house 
|! that was built between two points where there was 
a controversy as to which should have it? One 
party contended that it should be one side of the 
rivery and the other party that itshould be on the 
otber side. By way of a compromise, it was de- 
cided that it should be built at a point that would 
accommodate both. It was built there, and was 
afterwards ascertained that $20,000 or $30,000 
must be expended to furnish the means of getting 
atit. 

Mr.MACDONALD. In reply to the inquiry of 
the gentleman from Virginia, 1 will say that I 
have no knowledge of any such case as the gen- 
tleman from Virginia alludes to. The only knowl- 
edge I have in reference to it, is derived from the 
| document from which I have rend. 1 have heard 
of no such facts, and know of none. 

Mr. BAYLY, of. Virginia. I think I can 
answer the inquiry of my colleague. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Í am not disposed to em- 
| barrass the committee, and I will therefore with- 
i draw my proposition, and allow the reading of 
ii the bill to proceed. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman withdraws 
his objection, there is no need of any further ex- 
planation; but if any were necessary, | think it 
| would be very easy to furnish it. I will state 
i that this appropriation is $10,000 less than was 
‘asked for. Inthe appendix to the report of the 
| Light-Ffonse Board 1 find the following: 
|], Petit Menan light house.—This is the most eastern 
first class tight on the coast of the United States, ttis at 
present one of the worst ofall the tights, and the tower is 
so badly built, and so old, and the lantern so small, that 
| linde ean be done to improve it; and all that coutd be done 
will not make it a light good enough for the important posi- 
lion ofa first-class sea- coast ligit. 

“I therefore recommend that the tower and keepers 
i dwelling be rebuilt, and that there he a second order Fresnel 


Jens apparatus placed in the new light house, Forthis pur- 
pose au appropriation of 345,000 will be necessary .?? 


This is all I have to say. 
Mr. SKELTON. I offer the following amend- 


ment: 

Fora continuation of the system of protecting human 
life from shipwreck, as b ore established, by life- boats 
on the New Jersey coast, $25,000. 

The appropriation which I now propose, is in 

: continuation of the system ofappropriations here- 
i tofore made, and has been recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury since the recent disaster 
tothe ship Powhatan. It will be borne in mind 

that some two months ago there were some three 
hundred and forty lives lost on that coast, in con- 
sequence of having no life-boats to protect the 
passengers on board of that ship. The wreck- 
masters upon our coast talked with the captain of 
the Powhatan, within speaking distance, but their 
‘boat was lying stranded on the beach. Every 
passenger on board the ship, if a life-boat had Leen 
located at that point, might have been rescued. 
| Disasters like this do not occur occasionally, but 
| they occur every year. 

It will be borne in mind that the coast of New 

; Jersey lies southeast of the harbor of New York, 
and every ship sailing into the harbor of New 
| York, whether an emigrant ship or a steamer, is 
; Hable to be driven upon that barren, sandy coast. 

Twenty thousand dollars have been heretofore 
appropfiated for the protection of vessels upon 

that coast; and thousands of lives have been saved 

within a few years by the location of life-boats 
there. And the addition now asked is recom- 
mended by the Seeretary of the Treasury. The 
doubling of life-boats on this coastis an object rec- 
ommended and desired, I will, therefore, not make 
a speech on the subject. Every member of the 
committee must be satisfied of the necessity and the 
vast importance of protecting life on a coast where 
so many passengers are daily and hourly exposed 
to the peril of certain destruction. Iwill likewise 
gay that this expenditure will be annually more 
than reimbursed to the United States Government 
| on the customs which it will receive from goods 
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which, without it, would be lost on the coast. 
The duties that will be saved. to the Government 
will be more than the annual expenditure. But 
an annual expenditure ia not asked for. The 
Government is merely required to send the addi- 
tional number of life-boats recommended: by the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and. once they. have 
been placed there, they will be permanent fixtures 
for years to come, ‘Thousands of human lives 
will evidently be saved by this expenditure of 
$20,000. I will trouble the eommitiee no further 
in the matter, believing that every member of the 
committee will agree to the amendment. 

The question was put; and the amendment was 
agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
ing amendment: 

After line two hundred and ninety-six, insert the follow- 

g: 
bor buoys to be placed in suitable places in Matche- 
pungo bay, and its tributaries, $1,000, 

In respect to that amendment, I have only to 
say, that the petition which was sent to me in 
respect to this matter, made out the necessity of 
these buoys very clearly. But it was received so 
late that the Committee on Commerce had no 
opportunity to act upon it, but { am quite sare is 
will meet with their approbation, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. NOBLE. I move to amend the four bun- 
dred and ninety-first and four hundred and ninety- 
second lines, so that they will read, as follows: 


For repair of the light house, foundations, and pier con- 
nected therewith, near Mouroe, $7,200. 


i offer the follow- 


Mr. Chairman, an appropriation similar to the 
one inthe bill, passed at. the last Congress, but 
was lost by the neglect of the engrossing clerk. 
The appropriation was made necessary in conse- 
quence of the foundation of the light-house being 
parually washed away, and the pier connected 
with the main work being somewhat damaged. 
The damage was still further increased last March 
by a violent storm. My amendment only in- 
creases the appropriation to what it has been esti- 
mated the work would cost by the local superin- 
tendent. I trust the amendment may be adopted, 

The amendment was adopted. : 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan. I move to amend 
the bill by inserting the following: + 

For a light-bouse at or near old Fort Mackinaw, Michi- 
gan, $6,000. 

Mr. Chairman, the point for which I ask this 
appropriation is at the narrowest part of the straits 
of Mackinaw. The navigation is narrowed there, 
somewhat crooked, and very difficult. Vessels 
in the night, going by the compass, will run 
ashore on one of the small islands there. This 
i light bouse will enable them to navigate at night 
as well as they can in day time. Iam informed 
by a great many masters of beats that, on reach- 
ing this point, they are compelled to lay to until 
the morning, so that they may pass it with safety. 
This light-house erected, and the navigation will 
| be safe at all times: lask thatit may be granted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of IHinois. Who esti- 
mated $6,000? I think the gentleman had better 
only ask for $5,000. ; 

Mr. STEVENS. The estimate was made by 
the Light-House Board. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. f would inquire of 
the gentleman from Michigan, whether or not there 
was any evidence before the committee of the 
necessity for this appropriation ? . 

Mr. STEVENS. There was not. 

Mr. SMITH. Why was not the estimate 
sent ta the committee? 

- Mr. STEVENS. Because it was not received 
in time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I understand that the 
gentleman from Michigan got this estimate from 
i the Light-Eleuse Board, after the bill had been 
reported. If that board estimate $6,000 then the 
amendment ought to be adopted. 

Mr. SMITH. The Light-House Board may 
have made an estimate, being called on to do so, 
butis there any evidence that that board deem 
the appropriation a wise one? We know that 
light-houses frequently interfere with one another. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Stevens’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 3 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Hlinois. 
strike out the following clause: 

Ho Iimis—For a beacon-light on the breakwater at Wau- 
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kegan, (Little Fort,) in place of the present, light-house, 
1000. sinh : 4 ees 

$ For buoys to mark the bar and harbor at Chicago, $300: 

-- For a light at Port Clinton, $5,000. i j 
For a light on the breakwater now. in course of con- 

struction at the harbor of Waukegan, when the break wa- 

ter shall be in a suitable condition for erecting the struc- 

tare, in place of the present light at Litle Fort, $6,000. 


And insert in lieu thereof the following: 


Illinois. —For a temporary beacon light at or near the 
breakwater now being coustucted at Waukegan, (Little 
Fort,) $1,000. : 

For buoys to mark the bar and harbor at Chicago, $300. 

For a light at Port Ctinton, $5,000. : 

For the foundation of the light. house on the breakwater 
now in couse of construction at the harbor of Waukegan, 
for a light when the foundation shall be ina suitable condi- 
tion for erecting the structure in the place of the present 
light at Little Fort, $10,500, to be. expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would be glad to 
know if these afpropriations are in accordance: 
with the estimates made by the officers having 
charge of these works ? f 

Mr. WENTWORTH. They arein accordance 
with estimates made by the proper officers. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I offer the following 
amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to settle with | 


_ and pay the contractors for building light houses on the 
const of California and Oregon, the sum of $59,434: Pro- 
videl, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 


Treasury to pay the said contractors for building the light- | 


konse at Point Loma, near San Diego, what the same is 
reasonably worth, 
I 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. 
make a point of order on that amendment. It is 
a private claim, and not germane to the bill under 
consideration. i 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I ask that the letter of 
the Secretary of the Treasury be read. 

The letter was read as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, June 26, 1854. 


Sır: T have the honor to inelose a copy of a letter ad- | 


dressed to this Department by Gibbons & Kelly, contract- 
ors for building certain light-houses on the Pacific coast, 
and of a report made to, and resolution adopted by, the 


Senate, upon the subject of their claim for extra work | 


done, expenses incurred, and losses sustained, for which, 
as they allege, they are entitled to compensation over and 
above the amount stipulated to be paid by contract, accord. 
{ng to a proper construction thereof. These claimsare not 
verified and passed upon. The work will not be finished, 
nor the amount of such claims capable of being liquidated 
before August next. They amount to $59,434, and the 
contractors express the wish, and such seems to be the view 
of the Senate, that the amount should, before the adjourn- 
mént of Congress, be placed at the disposal of the Depart- 
ment to meet these demands, or so much thereof as they 
may thereafter be able to establish. Under these circum- 
_ stances, and without commiting the Department to the 
éonstruction contended for, orto any of the allowances 
claimed, T respectfully submit the expediency of making 
the appropriation required, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 


Jam, very respectfully, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, Chairman Committee on Finance, 
United States Senate. j 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I beg leave to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, which was omitted to be 
offered at the proper time. It has been approved 
by the Committee on Commerce: 

At the end of the one hundred and forty-eighth line add 
the following: 


For a fog-bell at Saybrook light-house, Connecticut, 
$1,000. i 


The amendment wasagreed to. 


Mr. LANCASTER. 
amendment: 

After the word ‘ dollars” in the five hundred and forty- 
seventh Hne, insert the following: 

Eor buoys for the harbor and entrance to Shoal Water 
bay, $3,000. š 

I would state for the information of the com- 
mittee that I bave not been instructed to offer this 
amendment. Ina communication from the sec- 
retary of the Light-House Board, he states that 
on the passage of this bill he intends to place 
buoys at the entrance to Shoal Water bay, and to 
mark its anchorage in the bay. On looking at the 
bill, I do not see any provision in it to authorize 
the establishment of buoys, the necessity of which 
is apparent. Shoal Water bay is the only harbor 
from the mouth of the Columbia river to the 
straits of De Fuca. Vessels cannot sometimes get 
in, and have to stand off and on for perhaps 


twenty days, and then have to square away for 


San Francisco. i , 
_ This harborcan be entered at all times, provided 


I offer the following ; 


‘ has any recommendation been made. 


the channel be marked. by buoys; and E offer. this 
amendment in order to secure that object. When 
ships have once entered the harbor, there is a com- 
munication across to Oregon, from Shoal Water 
bay to Baker’s bay. There the ships may obtain 
supplies. Often vessels stand off and on at the 
mouth of the Columbia river, without being able 
to enter until they have exhausted their supplies, 
and, in attempting to send boats to the shore for 
supplies, they have frequently been lost. The 
appropriation is only $3,000, and I hope the com- 
mittee will allow it. Pata 

Mr. LETCHER. I would ask the gentleman 
from Washington Territory, by whom is the ap- 
propriation recommended ? í 

Mr. LANCASTER. I stated to the com- 
mittee that I have not received any estimates, nor 
The only 
thing I have to say is, that in a communication 
from. the secretary of the Light-House Board, 
upon this subject, he stated that in this bill there 
would be items for buoys, to be placed at the head 
of the entrance, and at the anchorage of that bay. 
But no such items appear in the bill,and the great 
necessity of the establishment of buoys there is 
the reason why I have offered theamendment. 1 
hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. AIKEN. Ihave only to say in reference 
to this matter, that Washington has been pretty 
well provided for in this bill. 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg leave to say, in support 
of the amendment of the gentleman from Wash- 
ington, that not long since we lost a national ves- 


| sel at this very point, on account of the difficulty 


of getting into the harbor. The value of that ves- 
sel would pay for ten thousand buoys. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. ~ 

Mr. AIKEN, 
rise, and report the bill to the House, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Before that question is put, 
I would call the attention of the gentleman from 
South Carolina to the fact, that in each of the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth sections of this bill, the 
Secretary of the Treasury is both “authorized and 
required” to sell certain sites of light-houses, &c. 
I would ask the geneman whether it would not 
be better to amend these sections by striking out 
the words ‘and required,” so as to give him 
authority to do so, and leave the matter to his dis- 
cretion. 

Mr. AIKEN. I have no objection to that. 

There being no objection, the amendments were 
accordingly made as suggested. * 

The question was then put upon Mr. Aiken's 
motion; and it was agreed to. a 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. Wrienrt, 
of Pennsylvania,) reported that the Committee.of 
the Whole on the state of the Union had, accord- 
ing to order, had the Union generally under con 
sideration, and particularly House bill (No. 95) 
making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1855, and House bill (No. 
351) making appropriations for light-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 


other purposes, which they had instructed him to | 


report to the House, the former without amend- 


ment, and the latter with sundry amendments. | 


Aiso, that they had under consideration the bill of 
the House (No.95) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1855, and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. ` 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


Assury Dircriys, their Secretary, informing the |} 


House that the Senate had passed the bill of the 


House (No. 463) to change the nameof the Amer- | 


ican-built brig Hallowell to that of James Rose, 
and to grant her a new register. ' 
ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of 
the following titles; which received the signature 
of the Speaker:, 

H. R. No. 463. An act to change the name of 
the, American-built brig Hallowell to that of 
James Rose, and to grant her a new register; 

H. R. No. 164. An act making further appro- 


I move that the committee now | 


priations for. continuing the construction of roads” 
in the. Territory of Minnesota, in-aceordance w 
the estimates made by the War Department; 
H. R. No. 338. An act to authorize the Presi- < 
dent of the United: States ta cause tobe: 
the tract of landin thé Territory of Minnesota: 
belonging to the hall-breeds,:or mixed bloods:of . 
the Dacotah or Sioux nation: of. Indians, and‘for 
other purposes; and Ds RA cha iip 
HoR. No 316. An act.to amend the? act ap 

proved ‘September 27,.1850; to create the office of 

surveyor general of ‘the public lands in Oregons - 
&c.; and also the act amendatory: thereofj. aps 
proved: February 19, 1853.: -~ pA ` 


POST OFFICE BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON... move.the previous ques- 


tion upon the engrossment of the Post 
propriation bill,. 
Mr. ROWE. 
adjourn.. ; ; : “as 
The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn. : ToS 
The previous question received a: second, and, 
the main question was ordered to be now put. iy: 
The bill was ordered. to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was read à 
third time, and passed. pind 


ASTRONOMICAL EXPEDITION TO CHILL. \ 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee.. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for leave to ine 
troduce the following resolution: 7 


Resolved, That there be printed and bound ten thousand 
copies of fhe report and five thousand copies of the obser- 
vations of the United States Astronomical: Expedition to 
Chili, five hundred copies of the report and observations 
for the use of the Navy Department, and two hundred and: 
fifty copies for the superintendent, and the remainder for. 
the use of the members of the House, the said work 10 be 


Office. ap? 


I move that the House do now, 


i printed and bound by the pubhe printer and binder, in 


quarto form, under the direction of the Superiatendent of 
Public Printing aud the Secretary of the Navy. oe 


Mr. CLINGMAN, _I object. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. . 


Mr. AIKEN. I call for the previous: 
on the light-house appropriation bill. a 
The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ofdered to be puts: easca 
The amendments reported from the.Committee: 
of the Whole,on the state of the Union were 
severally read and concurred in. ea 

The bill was then ordered to'be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it- was 
read the third time, and passed. : ; ; 

Mr. AIKEN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to,lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table; which latter motion was 


question. 


agreed to. $ 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I move that 
the House adjourn. ; PEE ; 
The motion was agreed to; and the House theres 
upon (at fiveminutes to four o’clock’) adjourned till 
to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. ee buy 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 13, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry SLICER. : 
TheJournal of yesterday wasread and approved, 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. | | 


Mr. WADE. Mr: President, E notice ‘in thè 
New York Herald, of yesterday, astatement which 
requires of me that I should make a correction or 
explanation. It.is there stated that: : 

‘ Upon the test vote of a postponement, yesterday, of the 
homestead bill, in the Senate, it was remarked tbat just 
before the roli was called, Mr. Sewarp picked up his bat 
aud disappeared. {tis said here that the Know Nothing 
organization in New York is sorely trying to Mr. SEWARD, 
ahd that, therefore, he dodges the homestead bill till he 
can make up his mind which to lose—the Know-Nothing: 
or the foreign vote.”? i R z 

I ought to have explained before—I do it now 
because I notice this article in the Herald—that 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Srwarp] ‘and’ 
the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Bancer,] 
on that day, both having occasion to be absent; 
requested me to announce that they had: pairéd: 
off on that vote. Thinking very little. of it; how 
ever, I suffered the occasion. to pass over without 
mentioning that fact, and it has given occasion to 
this notice in the paper, which I ought to correct 


l| by saying that it is my own. fault that the an- 
| nouncement was not made. 


{T ought fo have 


surveyed | 
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announced at the time that those gentlemen had 
paired off on that vote. ; s 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, I present the 
petition of General John A. Sutter,.of California, 
praying: the confirmation. of his. title to certain 
jJands held under Mexican grants; and indemnity 
for losses sustained by him in consequence of the 
forcible occupation of his Jand and seizare.of his 
property by emigrants and ‘settlers, under the 
plea that it was public land of the United States, 
and subject to the right of preémption. As this 
memorial contains a great deal of valuable inform- 
ation connected with the early settlement of the 
State of California, I ask that the Senate will be 
good enough to order it to be printed. Ido not 
know any gentleman of that State, or any where 
else, who is more entitled to the generosity of this 
Government, than the petitioner, and no one who 
has made greater sacrifices for the comfort of the | 


Mr. CASS presented the petition of John 
Thompson, praying compensation for his services 
as a seaman in the late war with Great Britain; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

UNITED STATES STATUTES. 

Mr. CHASE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 5 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of contracting with Eli T. 
Tappa for the purchase of — copies of his edition of the 
statutes of the United States. 

Mr. CHASE also presented a document in 
| relation to the subject; which was referred to the 
| Committee on the Library. ` 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills: 


people, and who is mor 


history of that State. I ask that the memorial 


be printed, and that it be referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Claims. 
The petition was so referred, and the motion to 
print went to the Committee on Printing. . 
Mr. SUMNER. I present a petition of citi- 
zens of Ludlow, Vermont, praying the prohibi- 


tion of slavery and the slave trade in the T'errito- || 


ries of the United States, As the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Cuase] has already given notice to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to effect those objects, 
I ask that it may lie on the table. 

Jt was so ordered. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a document in sup- 
port of the claim of Hiram Seat, for a pension 
for services as ateamster in the war with Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Fran- 
cis Dainese, praying compensation for services as 
acting consul at Constantinople; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ROCKWELL presented the petition of 
John Elenshaw and others, merchants in the cities 
of Boston and New York, praying that the salary 
of William Winthrop, consul at the island of 
Malta, may be estabiished upon a reasonable 
basis; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of John 
Ackerman, of Brownsville, New York, praying 
compensation for stone furnished in the construc- 
tion of the hospital at Madison Barracks, Sack- 
ett’s harbor, in 1840; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. FOOT presented the petition of Mary 
Felch, widow. of Rev. Cheever Felch, D. D., 
chaplain in the United States Navy, praying a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. TOUCEY presented a petition of import- 
ers, merchants, and citizens of New Elaven, Con- 
necticut, asking for an appropriation for a new 
custom-house at that place; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Charles 
D. Arfwedson, praying compensation for services 
as chargé d’affaires ad interim at the Court of 
Stockholm ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Also, documents relating to the claim of John 
D. Diomitari, late United States consul at Athens, 


Greece, for compensation for diplomatic services; || 


which were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Graham, United 
States consul at Buenos Ayres, praying compen- 


sation for services as chargé d’affaires, ad interim, |, 


at that place; which was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Foreign Relations. 


Also, the’petition. of J. B. Holman, praying || 


extra compensation as secretary of the legation of | 
the United States at Chili; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, the memorial of Ferdinand Coxe, late 
secretary of legation of the United States at Bra- 
zil, praying compensation for services as chargé 
G’affaires; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a memorial of Henry Savage, praying 
compensation for diplomatic services rendered the 
United States in Central America; which was re- 


e familiar with the early | 


H 
H 


Henderson and Robert Henderson to five hundred 
acres of land in the Bastrop grant; a 
An act making further appropriation for the 


Carolina; 


brig Amelia by the name of Abby Frances; and 

An act for the relief of Juan M. and José L. 
Luco. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore severally signed 
the above-named bills. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
j to whom was recommitted the petition of P. ©. 
i Miles, praying to be allowed an increase of pen- 
| sion, together with the adverse report of the above 
committee thereon, sabmitted a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
| Pensions, to whom was referred a bill from the 
: Elouse of Representatives, for the relief of Samuel 
McKnight, of the State of Kentucky, reported it 
back without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill from the House of Represent- 
atives, for the relief of William Wallace, of Mli- 
nois, reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Brigadier General John B. Waibach, of the 
United*States Army, praying compensation for 
extra services rendered in 1801, and for expenses 
and losses incident to said services, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the petition of 
William Rich, late secretary of legation at Mex- 
ico, praying compensation for acting as chargé 


li 


bill for his relief; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. : 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the memorials of the Hon. Robert C. 
| Schenck, late United States Minister Plenipoten- 
i tiary to the Court of Brazil, and of the Hon. John 
|S. Pendleton, late United States Chargë d’A ffaires 
to the Argentine Confederation, praying compensa- 
tion for services rendered, and expenses incurred 

by them on special missions to other Governments 
| than those to which they had been originally ac- 
| credited, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for their relief; which was read, and passed to a 
| second reading. The report was ordered to be 
| printed. 

He also, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, to whom was referred a bill to incor- 
| porate the Mutual Insurance Company of Wash- 
| ington, reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to whom was referred a bill from the 
House of Representatives, to provide for taking 
charge of the Louisville and Portiand canal, and 
to prevent the same from falling iato bad repair, 
reported it back with an amendment; which was 
| ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 


j 


ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


j Office and Fost Roads, to whom was referred a 


An act to confirm the claim of William H. j 


improvement of the Cape Fear river, North- |j 


An act to authorize the issue of a register to the |: 


d’affaires, submitted a report, accompanied by a ! 


TE 


bill from the House of Representatives, making 
provision for the postal service in the State of 
California, and in the Territories of Oregon and 
Washington, reported it back with amendments; 
which were ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition 
and papers of Messrs. Puig, Mir & Co., of New 
Orleans, asking the remission of duties exacted 
on certain coffee imported into that port in the 
Spanish brigs Pepito and Atalayador. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. BRIGHT, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introducea bill dona- 
| ting a portion of the public lands, in alternate 
sections, to aid*in the construction of a railroad 
from a point on the Ohio and Mississippi railroad, 
in the State of Indiana, by the way of the falls of 
the Ohio and Evansville, to the Mississippi river, 
at or near Cairo; which was read a first and 
: second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BADGER. [ask the unanimous consent 
: of the Senate to introduce a bill for the relief of 
: Thomas K. Glenn. , 

' Unanimous consent having been obtained, the . 
bill wag read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. BADGER. I ask that the bill, together 
with a statement of the Postmaster General on 
the subject, which I send to the Chair, may be 
i referred to*the Committee on the Post. Office and 
: Post Roads. 
lt was so ordered. 


| DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 
| Mr. RUSK submitted the following for consid- 
| eration; which lies over one day under the rule, 
it being objected to: 
Ordered, That on and after Monday next the daily hour 
| of meeting of the Senate shall be eleven o’clock, a. m., 
j Until otherwise ordered. 
| RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
| A message was received from the House of 
| Representatives, by Mr. McKuan, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the House had passed a bill, 
making ‘appropriations for the repair, preserva- 
tion, and completion of certain public works here- 
tofore commenced under the authority of law. 
The bill was read twice by its title; and, on 
motion by Mr. Sruarr, referred to the Commit- 
on Commerce. 


H 


: CAIRO, ILLINOIS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the Senate bill to 
constitute Cairo, in the State of Hlinois, a port of 
delivery, have instructed me to report it back 
without amendment, and recommend its passage. 
As there is now railroad iron ready to be delivered, 
as I understand, itis very desirable that the bill 
should pass. I hope, therefore, the Senate will 
consider it now. The Senator from Mlinois is 
very desirous to have it acted upon. 

Objection was made to considering the bill 
until the other morning business was gone through 
with. 


JAMES C. BATCHELDER. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Iam instructed. by the 
Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred a 
resolution inquiring inte the expediency of pros 
viding a pension for the widow of James C. 
: Batehelder, to report a bill for the relief of the 
widow of James C. Batchelder, who was killed 
while assisting the United States marshal for the 
district of Massachusetts in executing a law of 
Congress, 

The bill was read a first time. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will be ordered 
to a second reading, if there be no objection. 

_ Mr. SUMNER. [object to the second read- 
ing. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is then on 
ordering the bill to a second reading. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS. I ask that it may be made the 
special order for to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 

Several Senators. Oh, no; it will interfere 
with the homestead bill. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator make 
the motion? i 

Mr. ADAMS. I will not. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. The committee were 
equally divided as to the form of the report which 
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they should make.. Three members of the com- 
mittee—the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. CLay;] 
the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. WiL- 
uiaMs,] and myself, have instructed me to make 
the report which [ holdin my hand, and which I 
ask leave to have printed for the information of 
the Senate. Pe eG en 

The report was ordered to-be printed. | 

Mr. SUMNER. On behalf-of the minority:of 
the committee, ‘I also beg leave to offer a report 
signed by the Senator from New York [Mr. 
Sewarp] and myself, which lask to have printed. 

The PRESIDENT. -if there be no objection it 
will be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BADGER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that he had better alter the title of 
his paper.. It is not the custom of the Senate to 
receive minority ‘reports. He had better, there- 
fore, entitle it “the views of the minority.” 

Mr. SUMNER.. I have given no title to it 
whatever. I will remark, Mr. President, that the 
paper offered by the chairman of the committee 

as not the sanction. of a majority. it is only 
signed by three of the members. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. The chairman dis- 
tinctly stated that. ; 

The PRESIDENT. The question has been 
decided. Both reports.are ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. The chairman dis- 
tinctly stated that it was signed by only three mem- 


bers. He did not say a majority. 3 
Mr. SUMNER. { understood the eo 
HOMESTEAD BILL. 

On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate, asin 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the House bill “to grant a homestead of 
one hundred and sixty acres of the public lands 
to actual settlers.” 

Mr. Crayton had moved to amend by striking 
out ihe sixth section, which is in the following 
words: 


“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any individ- 
ual now a resident of any one of the States or Territories, 
and nota citizen of the United States, but at the time of 
making such acquisition for the benefit of this act, shall 
have filed a declaration of intention as required by the nat- 
uralization laws of the United States, and shall become a 
citizen of the same before the issuance of the patent, as 
made and provided for in this act, shall be placed upon au 
equal footing with the native-born citizen of the United 
States.” 


Pending this motion, Mr. Case moved to 
amend the section by striking out the words 
“now a resident of any one of the States or Ter- 
ritories, and,” and inserting the word “ who” 
between the words * but ” and “ at;’’ and this is 
the pending question. ; 

Mr. CHASE. I desire to recall the attention 
of the Senate to the precise point upon which they 
are about to vote. ‘The bill, as it stands, allows 
immigrants, who arrive before the passage of the 
act, to participate in its benefits. It excludes 
those who arrive after the passage of theact. The 
object of my amendment is simply to do away 
with that discrimination, which is founded on no 
principle, and is odious in itself. I shall not de- 
tain the Senate by any remarks; I simply ask for 
the yeas and nays upon the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I am opposed 
to this bill, and hereafter shall give my reasons for 
voting against it; but I think this amendment 
proper in itself. If you are to extend to foreigners 
at all the right to enter upon your public lands and 
occupy them while they are foreigners, thereis no 
reason why the privilege should be confined to 
foreigners now resident in the United States. If 
the bill remain as it now stands, in this respect, 
the effect, I fear, will only be to lead to frauds 
and perjuries, because it will be impossible to tell 
when a party became aresident. The temptation 
would be too great not to lead to such a result. I 
therefore think the amendment proper, though I 
am opposed to the bill. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. Bavaro] has anticipated me in 
part in what I intended to say. I shall, for the 
same reason which he has given, vote for the 
pending amendment. I will not be accessory, 
intentionally and deliberately, to any crimes. 


will not, by my action, stimulate and foster frauds | whi e, th 1 
| age and intrepidity in the field, or their wisdom in 


and perjuries such, as l believe, will be engen- 
dered by passing this bill in its present form. But 
I shall vote for the amendment for an additional 
reison. If this bill is to pass in its presént form, 


| fought, 


we shall at-each successive-Congress, and proba- 


bly at each successive session of Congress, have 
to reénact the law for. the benefit of the influx of 
immigrants:;who may then have arrived in this 
country; and in order to save the public time and 
further discussion about this matter, it is better 
to yield at once to them the whole of the public 
domain... -. : : e s 

. Mr. WADE. Mr. President,when I proposed 
the amendment under consideration, its justice and 
propriety seemed to me so ọbvious that { did not 
anticipate any objection to it, and I was greatly 
surprised at the state of feeling which seems to 
exist against foreigners in certain quarters. The 
Senator from Mississippi declares the object of 
the amendment to be merely to tax the native-born 
and adopted citizen of this country for the benefit 
of foreigners, and demands to know what need 
we have of emigration. from other countries, &c. ? 
He also observes that foreigners protested against 
the Nebraska bill, and also hung-an honorable 
Senator in effigy, &c., and. this is briefly the 
Senator’s argument against the amendment 


The Senator from Kentucky objects, first, be- || 


cause no President has ever recommended the 
measure, and no one has asked for it. That no 
President has recommended it may be correct. Í 
never look in that direction to learn the will of the 
people, or as a guide to my action. [ have the 
vanity to believe that I understand quite as well 
what the people want as a President. But the 
Senator is greatly rnistaken in supposing that the 
people have not asked for this measure. I doubt 
not that we have more petitions on this subject, 
on our table, than on all others together, with the 
single exception of the Nebraska bill, The Sen- 
ator also declares that the amendment holds out 
a provision to the cowards of Europe who have 
not courage to remain at home in time of war; 
that it is a premium to paupers, loafers, vaga- 
bonds, and fugitives from justice. He declares 
that the ‘* South do not want foreigners about their 
plantations, corrupting their people, injuring their 
children, and excluding them from a fair participa- 
tion in the benefits of the common territory.” 

Such, very briefly, are the arguments by which 
my amendment has been assailed; and now, Mr. 
President, though I have no particular reason for 
favoring foreigners over much, being of that stub- 
born old puritan stock of Massachusetts, who the 
Senator said, were generally in a state of rebel- 
lion against their own Government, while in Eng- 
land, as well as after they reached our shores, and 
frequently against their own Government since— 


| though, by the way, I believe the Senator from 


Kentucky will do this rebellious generation the 
justice to admit that, whenever they fought, where- 
ever they fought, or whoever they fought, their 
battle has always been a privilege against prerog- 
ative, for republicanism against monarchy, for 
liberty against slavery. Being, I say, purely of 
this old Yankee stock, whose ancestors came to 


| this country so long ago that the sin of their 


“immigration,” ought, | suppose, on the principle 
of the honorable Senator, to be outlawed, and ever 
having belonged to a political party, against which 
foreigners have always unwisely, I think, acted, 
lam not likely to be prejudiced in their favor 
over much. 

But who does not know that our country, 
through every period of her history, has been, 
and is now, greatly indebted for her unexampled 
growth, power, and prosperity, to these despised 
foreigners who are now stigmatized as paupers, 
loafers, fugitives from justice, and vagabonds. 
How was it in the struggle of our fathers for in- 
dependence? Pause for a moment, and think of 
the noble hearted and self-devoted Montgomery, 
of the indomitable Steuben, of the chivalrous Pu- 
laski, with hosts of other worthies; and then of 
the more obscure, but not less meritorious class 
of foreigners, who, as private soldiers, struggled, 
and died, side by side with our fathers, 
to achieve our independence. Think of these 
things, I say, and then talk, if you can, of loafers, 
vagabonds, and fugitives from justice; and coming 
down to our own times, how easy, yea, how 
pleasant it would be, were it not, perhaps, invidi- 
ous to speak of some in our very midst of whom 
we are at a loss which most to admire, their cour- 


counsel; but Í forbear. oe 
Bat, says the Senator from Mississippi, what 
do we want of immigration? I might answer by 


Jl works, railroads, and canals, would notha 


| gration? 


| be the gainer 


asking, what.do we want of 5 
other improvements? W: 


swamps drained, and our vast wildenn 
upand inhabited? - Yet, withoul-these foreig) 
whose presence among- us. the Senators seem 
much to deprecate, what.-would now. hav 


the condition of our country è .Our: vast ubli¢ < 


built. Who, as he. passes through our cou 
from one,remote-point to another, with the speed 
of the wind, and with all the.comforts and Cons 
veniénces of a parlor, has notobgerved. with what 
herculean ‘labor the hills have been,torn down and 
the valleys filled up, and the rough. ways made 
smooth, to prepare the way for the locomotive? 
And. who, that has a soul'in him, has not re. 
flected on the condition of those poor;men, by ` 
whose hard and patient, but scantily paid labor, - 
these wonders have been accomplished, without 
feeling that they deserve well of their adopted 
country, and without earnestly wishing, to aid 
them to improve their condition? If there be such 
aman, [ envy not his head or his. heart. a 
Mr. President, these poor men do: not, deserve 
the harsh epithets which have been indiscrimin- — 
ately applied to foreigners. Amidst the darkness 
and barbarism of the middle ages, foreigners or 
strangers were considered as enemies, and were 
treated accordingly. And in, most: countries of 
Europe, at this day, I believe.a remnant of this 
absurd doctrine so far prevails as to prevent an> 
alien from acquiring a permanent title to -real 
estate. But with our glorious Revolution, and 
with the repeal of the odious alien law, these illib- 
eral and unjust notions, prejudices, and practices 


| passed away, I trust forever, Have our people 
| ever suffered in any way from their liberality in 


this respect to foreigners? No, sir; far from it. 
[t has enabled us, in less than the common age of 
man, to advance from infancy and insignificance 
to one of the most powerful nations on the earth. 
Why, then, I ask again, should we not encourage 
immigration? Have not these immigrants proved 
loyal to our free institutions? Have they ever 
sought to overthrow our Government? It is not 
pretended. Of all people on earth, we ought to 
harbor no prejudices against immigrants. Why, 
sir, we are ali either immigrants ourselves or,.the 
descendants of immigrants, and it cannot certainly 
be of much importance at what particular. period 
the emigration took place? That bad, idle, and 
vicious persons emigrate, | do not deny, but such 
cases form.a meager exception to the rule; and 
object to the great mass of our worthy immigants 
being compelled to suffer for the sins of the 
vicious few. 

But enough of this. It will not be denied that the 
great mass of immigrants who seek a home in this: 


' favored land, make moral, industrious, and worthy 


citizens. Why, then, should we discourage immi- 
These immigrants. have, within a few 
years past, no doubt brought more property into 


| the country than you have been able to dig. from. 


the mines of California. I have no doubt that we 
are greatly aided in liquidating the great balance 
of trade, always against us, by the wealth brought 
here by these immigrants. at 
But it is said that this measure is, in effect, .to 
tax our own people for the benefit of foreigners; 
if such is really. the, case, it is an unanswerable 
objection to the bill. Let us for a. moment. ex- 
amine it. The Government is the owner of untold 
millions of acres of wild, uncultivated land, much 
more than can be occupied for centuries to come, 
now lying waste. And_so far from yielding any- 
thing to the Treasury while.in this condition, it 
costs immense sums of money, every year to pro- 
tect the frontiers from Indian depredations, &c. 
Now, admitting, for argument’s sake, thatit is 
right and proper for the Government, like a huge 
land speculator, to make what money she can 
from the sale of this land; still, 1 think, it would 
be easy to demonstrate that the Government would 
by encouraging their settlement, by 
a gratuitous distribution in small quantities, to ac- 
tual settlers, as this bill proposes to do. The price 
that the Government would expect to get for one 
hundred and sixty acres would be two hundred 
dollars, from-which must be deducted the costof _ 
collecting, &c. Now, sir, I will not undertake . 
to. say how long it would take a family.occupying 
such a farm, by the consumption of articles paying 
duties, to repay this sum to, the Goverhment; but _ 
I presume it would be in less than ten years, to say 
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- ‘nothing of the addition of wealth and power that | 
every such ‘settlement brings permanently to the 
‘Government. z 

Considering, then, that there is more than land 
enough for all, how can it be said that encouraging 
the settlement of foreigners among us tends in 
any way to the injury.of our own people? I 
should lke to-hear from the Senators from the 
‘beautiful and vigorous young State of lowa, 
whether the native-born in that State consider the 
immense emigration of foreigners there an evil to 
be deplored. Ít was not so in Ohio when that State 
was new. ‘There, sir, we rejoiced at the arrival 
of every stranger among us, come from where he 
might, provided only. that he brought with him a 
strong hand and an honest heart. And so it will 
be in al the vast wilderness now covering all the 
central portions of this continent. The native- 
born citizens will welcome the foreigner there, and 
bid him God speed, instead of thinking, with the 
honorable Senators, that he has been robbed by 
the strangers settling among them. 

Butagain: it is made a serious argument against 
this amendment, that the idle, the vicious, and the 
vagabond, will avail themselves of the benefits of 
this bill, remove into the remote wilderness, and 
become tillersof the soil. And the Senators seem 
to mourn over the contemplated departure of this 
Kind of population, like Rachel of old for her 
children, Butthe Senators may beconsoled. The 

“idle, the vicious, the pauper, and the vagabond, 
will still abide with the Senators. This kind go 
not into the wilderness. ‘They will not leave their 
haunts in the great cities, make a journey to the 
far West to encounter the hardships and privations 
of anew country. If the vicious would indeed 
do so they would be reformed, and you would 
have no one for your jails or penitentiaries; but I 
fear there is no danger of such a catastrophe as 
the Senators apprehend. The idle and the vicious 
would be pretty well reformed by five years’ pro- 
bation like this; and should they honestly acquire 
a title to land under this bill, I should be quite 
willing to go their bail for good behavior after- 
wards. 

I believe, Mr. President, that I have noticed all 
the objections urged by the honorable Senators | 
from Kentucky and Mississippi against my amend- 
ment. And Í hope | may be pardoned for the 
opinion, that these objections are founded more 
in a deep feeling of prejudice against foreigners 
generally, than upon any very profound princi- 
ples of political economy. Tt has not been my 
purpose, at this time, to discuss the general policy 
of this great measure. But | will take this octa- 
sion to say, that while | consider the bill imper- 
fectin many respects, | shail, nevertheless, vote for 
it with a hearty good will, whether my amendment 
shall prevail or not. Could my will prevail, | 
would extend its provisions to all who are able to 
cultivate the soil, without distinction or restric- 
tion on account of color, nation, or condition; but 


I would, as far as possible, make our national | 


legislation on this subject, conform to the benev- 
olence of God, who is no respecter of persons. 

Mr. President, [ believe the time has fully come 
when the public domain should cease to be con- 
sidered a source of revenne; when a prudent re- 

ard for the condition of our people, and of our 
Institutions in future time, should admonish us to 
withdraw the public lands from the grasp of spec- 
ulators and monopolists. This must be done, or 
the next generation will witness nothing but the 
odious and anu-republican citizenship of landlord 
and tenant, existing in all the central portions of 
the Republic, as it now exists in Ireland, Rather 
than this, | would see the whole of our wild land 
sunk by an earthquake. And this, or some kin- 
dred measure, Í regard as absolutely necessary to 
avert the threatened danger. I therefore sin- 
eerely hope that the bill may speedily become a 
aw. 


But, Mr. President, since the Senators from | 


Kentucky and Mississippi so strenuously opposed 
myamendment, they have both, I believe, voted 
for the bill organizing the Territories of Kanzas 
and Nebraska, with a provision which admits 
unnaturalized foreigners to vote in the Territorial 
Legislature, on all questions, however important. 
After this, may I not hope that the honorable 
Senators will be as liberal in awarding to such 
foreigners, a pecuniary as well as a political equal- 
ity with others. For surely it seems to me ab- 
surd to give them the same political rights, and 


ji tinue for ten ye 
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at the same time, withhold from them the like 
participation in the public domain. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. DIXON. Does the Senator intend to make 
I desire to present an amendment. 
Mr. BUTLER. Thereis an amendment pend- 
Ing. ` 
Mr, CHASE. The amendment will not be in 
order. The Senator, however, might present it 
and have it read. © °° 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr. Bricut 
inthe chair.) Does the Senator desire to present 
an amendment to the amendment which is pend- 
ing? 

Mr. DIXON. I desire to make an amendment 
to the sixth section, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will not 
now be in order; but it can be read for informa- 
tion. 

The amendment was read. Itisto strike out 
of the sixth section the word ‘individual ”?” and 
insert ‘every white person,” and at the end of 
the section add: 

Provided, That the benefits of this act shall not extend to 
the children, heirs, or devisees of aliens, born out of the 
United States, and not entitled to citizenship. 

Mr. DIXON. I do not desire to interrupt the 
Senator from Mississippi. 1 have desired the 
amendment to be read; and, at the proper time, I 
shall offer it. 


Mr. BROWN said: Mr. President, a day or 


| two since Í laid upon your table a substitute for 


the bill now under consideration. It is my pur- 
pose, at this time, to offer some remarks on the 
general features of the bill, and to explain the pro- 
visions of that substitute. With the immediate 


| question before the Senate—the amendment offered 


by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Cnase}—l shall 
not deal at this moment. The substitute is not 
formally before the body, but I choose to intro- 
duce it into the discussion at this time, because at 
a later period of the debate I may have no favor- 
able opportunity of doing so. [Ít proposes es- 
sential changes in the original bill. Senators have 
had an opportunity of reading it; but as I want 
them to study it, I read it again. Itisas follows: 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Representa 
tivesofthe United States of America in Congress asseinbled, 
‘That the laws now in force granting preémption to actual 
setters on the public lands, shall continue until otherwise 
ordered by Congress, and that the same be extended to all 
the Territories of the United States. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act, the rights of preémptors shalt con- 

3 that is to say, ons acquiring the 
right of presmption shall retain the same without disturb- 
ance, and without payment of any kind to the United States, 
for a period of ten years, but on these conditions : First. 
The preétuptor shall not sell, alienate, or dispose of his or 
her right for a consideration 5 and if he or she voluntarily 
abandon one prera aandel another, noright shall be 
acquired by such claim until the claimant shall first have tes- 
tified, under oath, before the register of the land office when 


{the claim is preferred, that he or she has voluntarily aban- 


dosed his or her original preëmption and that no considera- 
tion, reward, or payment ofany kind, has been received, or 
expected, directly or indireetly, as an inducement for such 
abandonment; and any person who shall testify falsely in 
such case shall he deemed guilty of perjury. Second. Any 
person claiming and holding the right of preemption to 
lands under this act, may be required by the State within 
which the same lies, to pay taxes thereon, in the same 
manner, and to the same extent, as if he or she owned the 
land in fee-simple; and in case such lands are sold tor 
faxes, the purchaser shall acquire the right of preémption 
only. Third. Absence of the preémptor and bis family 
for six consecutive months shall be deemed an abandon- 
ment, and the land shall, in such case, revert to the United 
States, and be subject to the same disposition as other 
public lands. 

“Seo, 3. And he il further enacted, Thatno lands entered 
upon, and held under the provisions of this act, or the im 
provements thereon, shall ever be sold under any judgment 
or decree for any debt or other liability or penalty to the 
United States; nor shall any sale of the same for debt, 
other liability or penalty (other than taxes) under the au- 
thority of any State, or the courts thereof, entitle the pur- 


chaser to any right to disturb the possession of the pre- 


! emptor by purchase from the Government ; nor shaJl it be 


len to issue a patent for any such land to any such pur- 
chaser, 

SEC. 4, And be it further enacted, That the preémptor 
may at any time, at his or her discretion, enter the lands 
preèmpted by paying therefor, to the proper officer of the 
United States, the minimum price of said land. 

“Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That in case of the 
preémptor’s death, ifa married man, his right shall survive 
to his widow and infant ehiidren, bnt the rights of the older 
children shall cease as they respectively come of age, or 
when they shall reach the age of twenty one years. And 
in ease of the death of both father and mother, leaving an 
infant. child or children, the executor, administrator, or 
guardian, shall, upon submitting satisfactory proof of that 
fact to the register and receiver of the proper land office, 
he entitled to a patent for the lands so preémpted for the 


, | Benefit of said infant child or children, on the pay ment of 


ten cents per acre, and may thereafter sell said lands, or 
otherwise dispose of them for the benefit of the infant child 
or children aforesaid; and when the father and mother 
both die, leaving no infant child or ebildren, the right pf 
occupancy may be sold for the benefit of the estate. Š 

& Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the minimum 


“price of the public lands of the United States shal} remain 
| unchanged until the commencement of the fiscal year, be- 


ginning July 1, 1855; but after that period the price shall be 
reduced, in favor of actual settlers, according tothe follow- 
ing scale: All lands which shalt have been offered at public 
sale, and remaining unsold five years, shall be reduced to 
the price of one dollar per acre; all Jands which shall have 
been offered at public sale, and remaining unsold ten years, 
shall be reduced to seventy five cents an acre; and all 
lands which shall have keen offered at public sale, and re- 


| maining unsold fifieen years, shall be soldat fifty cenis an 


aere; and all jands which shall have been offered at publie 
sale, aud remaining unsold twenty years, shall thereafter be 
reduced to a price of twenty five vents an acre, 

“Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no individual 


; shall be permitted to enter more than one-half section under 


the provisions of this act; and that the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office is hereby required to prepare and 
issue such rules and regulations, consistent with this act, 
as shall be necessary and proper to carry its provisions into 
effect.?? 

This, Mr. President, is the substitute which I 
propose for the homestead bill as it passed the 
House of Representatives, and as it stands before 
us to-day. 

The homestead bill, as it passed the House, 
does not meet my entire approbation. My mind 
has never sanctioned the policy of giving away 
the public lands to individuals; and yet, paradox- 
ical as it may seem, | have always been in favor 
of securing to every family a home on the public 
lands, 

I doubt the policy of passing the homestead 
bill as it came from the House for another, and, 
to my mind, very sufficient reason. It seems to 
me impossible that the President can, with any 
show of consistency, fail to veto it, after what he 


| has said on the bill for the benefit of the indigent 


insane. And, while I would not ask Senators to 
shape their course so as to meet the views of the 
Executive against their own convictions, | may 


| be allowed to say that, if the object be to provide 


homes for the homeless, and that object can be 


| as effectually accomplished without running the 
| hazards of an Executive veto as with it, it is best 


to do go. 

I will first discuss succinctly some points of ob- 
jection to the bill from the House,and then briefly 
explain the provisions of the substitute proposed 
by myself—a substitute which, I think, will effect 
all the good purposes of the bill, avoid all its ob- 
jectionable features, and effectually escape the 
constitutional arguments of the President. fam 
not disposed to embarrass the President; and if 
we can avoid his objections, and accomplish the 
results aimed at by the friends of the bill, obvi- 
ously itis our duty to do so. 

I am opposed to giving the public lands to 
individuals— 

First, because they belong to all the people, and 
ido not think you ought to take from the whole 
to give to a part; 

Second, because that which is obtained without 
price is too often parted from without considera- 
tion. ‘Come easy, go easy,” isa maxim no less 


‘homely than true; and 


Third, if you give the lands without price, they 
will not only be alienated without consideration, 
but will often fall into the hands of speculators 
and sharpers, and thus become conduits for con- 
veying the products of honest toil into the pockets 
of the cunning and crafty. 

I am in favor of securing to every family a home 
on the public lands— 

First, because thousands of the houseless and 
homeless will thus be taken from the consuming, 
and placed in the producing classes; thereby re- 
lieving society from a heavy burden, and, at the 
same time, elevating the lowly and oppressed to a 
position of comparative dignity and independ- 
ence; 

Second, because it will relieve our cities and 
towns and densely populated rural districts of a 
population which is a burden and a tax, and 
convert that population into thrifty husbandmen; 
_ Third, because it is better to employ productive 
industry onthe public lands than to give them up 
to savages and wild beasts; and 

Lastly, because, under proper regulations, the 
occupancy of these lands cannot fail to prove 
beneficial to the Treasury and to the people. 

To my mind there isa wide difference between 
giving lands to the States and giving them toin- 
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dividuals. Ido not mean that Congress. has not 
the same power to. give to the one as to the other, 
but that the policy is widely different. When 
‘lands are given to the States, they are used for 
Bome purpose of common benefit, as in making 
roads, constructing canals, draining swamps, en- 
dowing schools, or ‘for some other purpose in 
which there is a. general and common interest. 
But when they are given to individuals they become 
individual property, and the only interest. which 
the public has or can acquire in the gift is that 
“which it derivés from the power of taxation. If 
you give lands to a State worth a thousand dollars, 
the people of the State are made a thousand dol- 
lars better off by the gift; but if you give the 
same lands to an individuel, the people are only 
benefited to the amount of the taxes which the 
State may. levy upon them. Therefore I say 
there is a wide difference between the policy of 
giving lands to the States and giving them to indi- 
viduals. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
gives, or proposes to give, to, every free white 
person who is the head of a family, or who has | 
arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a | 
citizen of the United States, the right to enter, 
free of cost, one hundred and sixty acres of land 


on any of the public domain subject to private || 


entry. And this right to take the land free of | 
cost is followed by a provision—that a patent 
shall issue upon the performance of a single con- 
dition, and that is, five years actual and contin- 
nous residence on the land. N 

Actual residence on the land being a main con- 
dition on which a patent shall-issue, it is clear that 
not one in twenty of all the free white citizens of 
the United States can avail themselves of the ben- 
efits of this act. Those who own valuable lands 
cannot abandon them, and will not sell them to 
take the benefits of this act. It is manifest that, 
while this bill proposes to give to every one, it in 
fact gives to but very few. The bill is, there- 
fore, liable to the first objection raised by me, to 
wit: that it takes from the whole and gives toa 
part. i 


As if in anticipation of my second objection, j 


that property acquired without price is parted from 
without consideration, the bill undertakes (see 
section four) to protect the land against execution 
sales after the issuance of the patent therefor. To 
my mind itis clear that Congress cannot so far 
arrest the jurisdiction of a State within its own 
limits as to exempt from execution sale real prop- | 
erty, to which a citizen of the State has an indis- 
putable title. When the title passes, the land is, eo 
instanti, subject to the laws of the State, and the 
Federal Government loses its authority over it. | 
This provision of the bill will, I doubt not, if we 
pass it, be declared by the cour's inoperative and | 
void. Thelands will thus be exposed to execution 
sale, and the force of my second and third objec- 
tions will at once be seen. Sharpers and specu- | 
. lators will get possession of it. 

When the Senator from Indiana (Mr. Perrir] | 
spoke confidently the other day of passing the 
bill without amendment, E interposed at once, 
protesting that I could never vote for it without 
amendments. Among other things, I had my 
mind on this section, which, in my judgment, 
contains a palpable infraction of the rights of the 
States. 


Mr. PETTIT. Will the Senator allow me to |! 


explain for a moment? 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly. À . 

Mr. PETTIT. When I made my remarks on 
this bill, I started out by saying that to the details 
of the bill, I had given no attention, but that its 
principles commanded the approbation of my 
judgment. Now, let me say further, that up to 
yesterday I had never read the bill; and after | 
having read the bill, I entirely concur with the 


Senator as to the section on which heiscomment- ifi 


ing; and I pointed out this morning to the Senator 
from Ohio, who now sits before me, [Mr. Cuase,] 
the fact that that section would necessarily be void 
if enacted, and that, to make the bill harmonious, 
it should be stricken out. 

Mr. BROWN. | am giad to hear the Senator’s 
explanation. It seemed to me at the time that his 
mind could not have rested on this section. Taking 
it for granted that this Government will never un- 
dertake to arrest within the limits of a State an 
execution emanating from a State court against 
the property of a citizen, and that this séction will 
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be striken out, I pass from this branch of the sub- 
ject. - i ; 
i I am for protecting -the homes of all who. be- 
come the beneficiaries of this act. lf we fail in 
this, the grantees of the Governmerit will become 
the mere tenants of cunning and crafty shopkeep- 
ers and speculators. 

Giving homes to the poor is a very idle pro- 
ceeding, unless you provide against the alienation 
| of these homes. Give these lands in the way 
| proposed, and then leave them to the uncertain 
chances of ever-varying fortune, and it will be 
| found, at the.end of six years, that large numbers 
i of the landless of to-day will be landless again. It 
is no reproach to say, that thousands and tens of 
thousands of our fellow men have not the skill and 
business tact necessary to the management of their 
ownaffairs. We have no right to appoint guard- 
ians for such people; but we have the right, if 
we give them homes, to provide against these 
homes falling into the hands of crafty speculators. 

For myself, 1 can say with truth, that while I 
| shall not consent to give away the public lands to 
| be used, in any contingency, for the payment of 
| private debts, Lam willing and anxious that every 
; family of American citizens shall have a home—a 
home from which they cannot be separated by 
misfortune or debt, by force or fraud, or by any 
other agency than their own free will. 

If it be the object of the friends of the home- 
| stead bill to secure homes to the homeless, and to 
secure these homes against distyrbance of every 
kind; to awaken hopes that shall not die; to open 
a way to the full, free, unencumbered, and unre- 
strained exercise of the faculties, mental and phys- 
ical, of every citizen, then the task is easy. You 
have only to adopt the substitute which I have 
proposed for this bill. 

The great leading feature of that substitute is 
this: It allows every citizen of the United States 
to settle on the public lands, and to occupy them 
for a long series of years, without payment of any 
kind. Buthe is only an occupant, not the owner 
of the soil, The title remains in the Government 
until the settler, of his own free will,and ata very 
low price, pays for it, and receive it. The Gov- 
ernment does not force the title upon him even as 
a gift. Butit will take the pay, almost nominal, 
and confer the title when the settler is READY to 
| receive it, and of his readiness to receive within a 
period of ten years, he is made the judge. The 
Government will not expel him from the land—will 
not coerce payment; and for ten years she will 
| refuse to sell it to any one else. These are the 
guaranties. This is giving the man a home indeed. 
It is more: it is stretching over him the'parental and 
strong arm of the Government, giving him assur- 
ance that he is secure in his possession; that, in 
good or in evil fortune, he is safe in the possession 
| of his home. The Government will not disturb him, 
and none other shall. It is needless to say that a 
man thuscircumstanced may exercise the faculties 
i which God has given him free of all restraint. If 
| he possess either mental or physical energies, they 
¿will be left to expand and grow, and work out 
| the great purposes of their creation. But if he 
‘is houseless and homeless, poor and in debt, 
| friendlé@s and destitute, the strength of Sampson 
| and the wisdom of Solomon, will hardly save him 
| from actual want. 

I dare not predict the blessings that will flow 
from the passage of a bill like this. It will lift up the 
It will unseal the lips of 
| thousands rendered mute by misfortune. Flus- 
bands and fathers, long inured to hardship, and 


| 
j 
| 


| ing of a brighter and a better day. Wives and 
mothers will bless its passage, and little children 
will lisp jts praise. 


Ít secures homes to the homeless. 
It does more than the original bill—it protects 
these homes against the waste, the improvidence, 
the misfortunes, the thriftlessness of their occu- 
pants; and all this it does without divesting the 
Government title to one shilling’s worth of prop- 
erty. Itallows American citizens to make their 
i homes where red men now follow the chase, 
and wild beasts make their lairs. 

| The first section of the substitute simply pro- 
| poses to continue in force the preémption laws as 
they now exist, and to extend these laws to all 
the Territories of the United States. The second 
section removes thé present limitation imposed by 


| original bill. 


i 
| 
if 


; penury, and toil, will hailits passage as the dawn- |; 


The substitute embodies all that is good in the 


i 


{ 


| aud if he or she voluntarily abandon: one preemption 
| claim another, na right shalt be agquired i 


| before the- register of the land office, when 
| preferred, that he.or she has voluntarily aband 


these Jaws,. ; 
them ‘to ten. years 
very words of the substitu : : 
“ Persons acquiring the right.of preemption, shalh retain. 
the same without disturbance, and with nut payment of any. 
kind to the United States for a period of Yen years, but On; 
these conditions: First. The -preémptor shall 
alienate, or dispose of his. or her right fur a considerati 


util the ‘claimant shali first’ have “testified: 


her origina) preémption, and that uo considerat r 
or paymėënt of any kind, bas been received, oris exp 
directly or indirectly, as an inducement for stich ab: 

ment; and any person who shail testify falsely: in gue 
shall Le deemed guilty of perjury. : Second: Any person 
claiming and holding the right of preemption to lads under 
this act, may be required by the State, within which the 


' same lies, to pay taxes thereon, in the same manner and to 


the same extent as if heor she owned the said land in:fee- 
simple; and it case such lands are sold for taxes, the pur- 
chaser shall acquire the right of preémption only. Third, > 


| Absence of the preémptor and his family for six conséex- 


tive months, shall be deemed an abandonment, and: the 


! Jand shall, in such case, revert to the United States, and be 
| subject to the same disposition as other public lands.?? 


The advantages gained by this proposition over 


i the original bill are these: The bill adopis.a new 


policy; the substitute continues and enlarges: än 


| old policy; the bill prescribes the terms on: which 
ithe lands may be entered, and the ‘persons. who 


shall enter them; the substitute leaves the terms.as 
they now are, and allows the same persons to” 
enter who may do so now. ~If the bill is: passed, 
all its provisions will have to undergo construction 


‘and adjudication; if the substitute is: passed, its 
| main provision will already have undergone both 
‘construction and adjudication, Pass the bill, and 
| you may squander an hundred millions of acres 


of land and do no good; pass the substitute, and 
you give homes to thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of your people, without the loss of an acre 
of your public domain. Pass the bill, andthe 
land is gone forever; pass the substitute,.and the 
title is stillin you. It is easy to advance an occu- 
pant to a tenancy in fee, but you can never reduce 
a tenant in fee to the condition of an occupant... 
But let me proceed with the details of the subr 
stitute. . E : Dieii 
The third section protects the lands and. theim» | 
provernents thereon from sale of every kind, with 
this single exception, that the inchoate title-may 
be sold for taxes by the State in which the lands 
lie. The section reads: eed 0 
« And be it further enacted, That no lands entered uponr 
and held under the provisions of this act, or the improve- 
ments thereon, shall ever be sold underany judgment or 


decree for any debt or other liability or penalty to the Unt 
ted States; nor shall any sale of the same for debt, other 


j liability or penalty (other than for taxes) under the author- 


ity of any State, or the courts thereot, entitle the purchaser 
to any rigbt to disturb the possessionof the preémptorby 
purchase from the Government, nor shall it be Jawful to 
issue a patent fur any such land to any such purchaser. eae 

It can hardly be necessary to say. that'so Jong 
as the title ig in the Government, the land would 
not be subject to sale, even though this section'were 
stricken out. But to satisfy the reasonable demands 
of the State for its taxes, itis provided that thein- 
terest of the occupant may be sold for the taxes. 
The purchaser, of course, will get the right which 
the occupant had before him, and nothing more} 
that is, he will get the right to occupy the land, 
and enjoy the benefit of the improvements, what- 


| ever they may be. The improvements will always 


be worth more than the taxes, and the. presump- 
tion is that the occupants will protect them by a. 
prompt payment of the taxes. 

The fourth section is in these words: 

e And be it further enacted, That the preémptor may at 
any time, at hisor her discretion, enter thé lands preémpted 
by paying therefor to the proper officer of the United States 
the minimum price of said lands.” 


It will be seen that I have fixed the price, not 
at $1 25, but at the minimum, whatever that may. 
be. By the last section of the substitute, this min- 
imum cannot exceed seventy five cents per acre, 
and may, and often will, not exceed twenty-five 
cents. But of this more presently. oa 
The substitute makes payment for the lands.a 
privilege and not a duty. It is suggested that this 
isa privilege of which very few will avail, them- 
selves. There could be no greater. mistake „in 
nine cases out of ten the occupant will buy the 
land, if for no other reason that be may. feel‘the 
noble independence of a Jand-owner.: And if not. 
for this, then for that other reason, that having 
bought the land he‘may sell kif hd chobbes. 
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Suppose a man to be settled on. one hundred 
and sixty acres of land worth at Government 
price, $1 25 per acre, (that is the highest possible 
price,) and that by his labor he has made it worth 
five er ten dollars per acre, and suppose that man 
to have the sole privilege of buying the land at 
$125 per acre, what do you think he will do? 
‘Will he leave the latter in-the Government? Cer- 
tainly not. And why? Because; by paying 
$200 he can make himself the owner in fee-sim= 
ple of property worth from $800 to $1,600. So 
long as the title remains in the Government, he 
‘has. nothing that he can fairly call his own. By 

aying $200 he becomes the owner in fee of a 
iodo. little estate. This will be a powerful 
stimulus, and thousands will buy under its in- 
fluence, simply that they may own the property. 
And then if we take into account that the prop- 
erty may be bought at $200, and sold for five or 
ten-times that sum, we need no other argument to 
show that it.will be bought. 

If the labor of the settler does not improve the 
value of the land, then it is pretty clear that it 
was worth nothing in the beginning, and that 
Government has lost nothing by having it occu- 

ied. i 
3 These are some of the advantages, briefly stated, 
which, in my judgment, this system will bring to 
the Government. è 

The advantages which will result to the settler 
are these, (I speak of the substitute, not of the 
bill:) If he makes an unfortunate location, he 
may change it, and this he may do as often as he 
chooses. The original bill gives him but one 
chance, If. he makes a bad Jocation, he must 
abide by it. Those who have been in at the 
settling of new countries, know how liable new- 


comers always are to be deceived, not only as to | 


the quality of the soil, but as to all the advantages 
resulting from a proper location. It cannot injure 
Government lands for a citizen to live on them, 
nor can they be damaged by his going off them. 
But the citizen may find, and often: does find, a 
great advantage in being allowed to change from 
one location to another, If he leaves the land 
better than he found it, why shall he not be 
allowed to leave it? And if his living on another 


piece anly increases its value, why not permit | 


im to live there? It will be seen that if a settler 


moves, he must do it as a voluntary act, and that | 


under no circumstances can he receive, directly or 
indirectly, any consideration, payment, or reward 
-of any kind, for doing so. By this it is meant 


simply to confine the settler to his original loca- | 


tion, unless, in his unbiased judgment, it is better 
for him voluntarily to abandon it and take another. 

The fifth section of the substitute provides for 
the disposition of the oceupant’s rights when he 
dies, without having divested the Government 
title. The section reads thus: 


And be it further enacted, Thatin ease of the preémp 
tors death, ifa married man, his right shall survive to his 
widow and infant children; but the rights of the older 
children shall cease as they respectively come of age, or 
when they shall reach the age of twenty-one years. And 
in case of the death of both tather and mother, leaving an 


infant child or children, the executor, administrator, or || 
guardian, shall, upon submitting satisfactory proot of that |: 


fact to the register and receiver of the proper land office, 
be entitled to a patent tor the land so preémpted for the 
benefit of said infant child or children, on the payment of 
ten cents per acre, and may thereafter sell said lands, or 
otherwise dispose of them, for the benefit of the infant child 
or children aforesaid. And when the father and mother 
both die, leaving no infant children, then the right of occu- 
: pancy may be sold for the benefit of the estate. *? 


It may be asked why any charge is made for 
landa claimed by orphan children as the only her- 
itage from their deceased fathers and mothers. 1 
answer that the President has indicated to us that, 
in his judgment, we have no right to give away 
the public lands. 
consideration. Clearly we have a right to reduce 
the price of the lands, for we have reduced them 
time and time again, and no-living man ever ques- 
tioned our authority to doso. We have the right 
to reduce in favor of particular classes, as States, 
railroads, and actual settlers. This is not ques- 
tioned. And if we may do this, surely we may 
reduce in favor of orphan children. Yielding to 
the views of the President, I have inserted this 
provision to meet his objections, and at the same 
time serve the interests of the poor and neglected 

‘orphans of destitute and forgotten parents. The 
section before us continues the right of a deceased 
husband ‘and father to the widow and infant chil- 


| 
$ 


i! cents anacre; andall lands which shall have been offered | 


dren, and for this reason, that the adult children, as | 
they come of age, will each for himself acquire the 

same right that the father had before him, and can | 
takeland.for himself. And asthe care of the infant | 
children will necessarily devolve on the mother, 

it is but simple justice that the homestead should | 
be secured to her and her infant children, i 

In providing that the fee shall pass to the infant | 
children, on the payment of a nominal sum, when 
the father and mother beth die, I have had this in 
view: thatinfant children cannot occupy the land, 
and if it is not given to them at a nominal price, 
the labor of their parents may be entirely lost. It | 
will often happen that they will have no means of | 
buying, and when they have, guardians may think 
it best not thus to apply those means. The quan- 
tity of land that will be disposed of under this clause 
i will be comparatively trifling, and I know of no | 
object to which it may: be applied with a greater | 
certainty of its doing good. 

It will be seen that,in all cases where the father 
and mother both die leaving no infant children, 
it is provided thatthe right of occupancy may 
be sold for the benefit of the estate. The ob- 
ject in doing this was twofold; first, to get clear 
| of the idea of keeping the land in the same family; 
| and secondly, to secure to the heirs or creditors of 
| deceased persons the benefits resulting from the | 
labor of such persons. 

‘The sixth and last section establishes the sys- 
tem of graduation in faver of actual settlers. 
The scale is not such as I would have fixed if my 
own judgment had alone been consulted. The 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. Hunter] has brought 
in a graduation bill, and the scale adopted by me | 
is taken from that bill. It is as follows: 


“Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That the minimum 
price of the public lands of the United States shall remain | 


fi ginning July 1, 18555 butatter that period the price shall | 
: be reduced, in favor ofactual settlers, according to the fol- | 
lowing le: All lands which shall have been offered at | 
| public sale, and remaining nusold five years, shall be re- 
duced to the price of one dollar per aere; all lands which 
shall have been offered at public sale, and remaining unsold 
ten years, shall be reduced to seventy five cents an acre ; 
and all fauds which shail have been offered at public sale, ; 
aud remaining unsold fitteen years, shall be sold at fifty 


at public sale, and remaining unsold twenty years, shall i 
thereafter be reduced to a price of twenty-five cents an į 
acre,” 

I would have commenced at a lower figure than 
one dollar, and descended below twenty-five cents. | 
It will be seen that the ten years’ residence which ; 
| the substitute allows, must in any case bring the | 
| lands down to seventy-five cents per acre; and if | 
they have been offered fur sale ten years before į; 


i ing to this scale, bring them down to twenty-five i 

cents per acre. 
|| It was my purpose to have discussed this pro- | 
| vision at greater length; but E am growing weary, | 
and the Senate may be impatient. I dismiss the | 
į point with the single remark that aman who has | 
| ten years to pay for one hundred and sixty acres 
| of land, at from twenty-five cents to seventy-five | 
; cents per acre, and fails to do it, is of noyecount, | 
| and it is not worth while to help him, or try to i 


| : k Sa : | 
| residence, in addition, must of necessity, accord- | 
| i 

| 
| | 
| 


|j help him, i 
Having briefly explained the provisions of the || 


| proposed substitute, I proceed to answer such ob- | 


| 
HH 
H 
ij 
i 

| 

! 


i 


|i if it did, no injury could result from it. 


| deprived of the right of occupancy by the Govern 
We must, he thinks, have a | 


i they enter the lands under the sanction of law 


i are they? 


: jections as have been urged against it. 
First, it is said this proposition will get Ùp a 
system of tenantry, and thus become exceedingly | 
prejudicial to the country. It will get up no such | 
system in the first place, and in the second place, : 
The oc-: 
| eupants of the land pay no rent, and cannot be i 
j Ment, or any other power. He is not a tenant, in 
| the technical sense of that term, who pays no rent, 
| and is not subject to be removed by his landlord 
| No one expects the settlers to pay rent; and i 
| they cannot be removed, even by a repeal of the. 
| law, and much less can they be removed while | 
i the law remains in force. | 
But if these people are tenants, whose tenants | 
Not the tenants, certainly, of the; 

President, or of Congress, or of any person, or | 
, body of persons, in power or out of power. But | 
| they are the tenants of the Government. i 


| understand them, are chiefy these; first, that | 


i| unchanged until the commencement of the fiseal year be- i 


| the settler goes upon them, then these ten years’ j| 


| 
| 


ithe market. 


landlords may exact exorbitant rents, and thus 
oppress theirtenants. This objection isanswered 
by the simple statement, that in the case before us 
no rents at all are to be demanded. The second 
objection is, that the owners of the soil may acquire 
an influence over the minds of their tenants in- 
consistent with the full and faithful discharge of 
their tenants’ duties to their country. To this I 
reply, that the country being the owner of the soil, 


| the greater influence it acquires over the minds of 


its tenants, the more faithful will be the discharge 
of their duties. So that the argument, instead of 
being against the bill, is in its favor. «I have not 
seen the force of either of these objections. 

It is next said that it will keep the lands out of 
This objection applies with less 
force to the substitute than to any other home- 
stead proposition. When you retain the titlein 
the Government, it is certain that you will sell 
the lands by-and-by. But if you give the lands 
away, of course you lose all chance of ever selling 
them. 1 have already given it as my opinion 
that you will sell more lands to actual settlers 
under this than under the old system. tt is but 
an opinion, and can only be demonstrated’ by 
actual experiment. It is certain, however, that the 
proposed system will encourage settlements, and 
experience has demonstrated that wherever you 
induce settlements you find ready sale for lands. 
The one hundred and sixty acres secured by pre- 
emption will only serve the poorer classes. Men 
of larger means will want more land, and it will 
constantly happen that the preémptor will buy the 
lands adjoining him; and as his wealth increases, 
he willsecure his improvements by another pur- 
chase. The first settlers, the frontier men, will 
be ready to buy at the minimum price when they 
can sell to new comers of larger means at from 
three to five, or ten dollars an acre. 

The substitute does all for the settler that the 


i friends of the homestead ought to desire. It places 


a home in the reach of every man who deserves it. 
It does more than the original bill; it not only 
-provides a home, but it secures the possession of 


ii it against contingencies of every kind except vol- 


untary abandonment; and even then it allows the 
man to take another home somewhere else. 

The substitute meets the arguments of those 
who object to giving away the lands. It gives 
nothing but the right of occupancy. All that the 
settlers get is the right to live upon and improve 
the land; and all that the Government loses is 
the doubtful chance of selling to some one else 
sooner than to the settlers. I'or this loss surely 
the Government is amply recompensed by the 
productions of the soil, and the increased value 
of the lands consequent on their improvement. 
These add to the national wealth, and enhance our 
greatness as a people. The lands in a state of 
nature are, in fact, worth nothing. Itis the labor 
of the settler that gives them value. Suppose a 
settlement to be made on a quarter section of Jand 
which the Government could sell for $200, what- 
does the Government lose? Not the $200, for 
she does not give the land. Shelosesat most but 
the interest on the $200 from the time at which 
the land could have been sold withouta tenant on 
them, to the time when it actually is sold with 
a tenant on them. This can be but a trifle. 
For this loss she gets a producer where she hada 
consumer: She gets lands worth $200 increased 
in value to $1,000, and she gives a happy home 
to a man who was homeless. 

If weave in want of a practical illustration of - 
the effects produced by a system like this, | 
would point to the State of Georgia; and here let 
me invoke the attention of the Senator from that 
State, [Mr. Dawson,] who apostrophized with so 
rauch eloquence, the other day, against what he 
was pleased to term the profligacy of giving the 
lands, to actual settlers. Georgia gave away her 
lands, or sold them at avery low figure. The 
consequences are seen in her multiplied population, 
the improvement of her soil, the construction of 
her railroads, the revival of her commerce, and 
in the general and wonderful development of all her 
resources. Will any one say that in all thie 
Georgia is not compensated tenfold for the cheap 
or gratuitous distribution of her lands ? Will any 
one pretend that the prosperity of Georgia is not 
apart of the prosperity of the whole country. As 
each State is interested in the prosperity of the 


| The objections to a system of tenantry, as I || States united, so are the States united interested 


in the prosperity of each of the States separately. 
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Georgia gave lands to her people, and she made 
her people stationary, and prosperous, and hap- 
y. She has her ample reward in this, that she is 
not only the most populous, but, in every sense, 
the most thrifty of the southern States, What 
Georgia has become under this system, all the 
land States will become under a like system. 1 
appeal from that narrow and contracted sentiment 
which looks only to the interest of a State or.séc- | 
tion to the broad national sentiment which looks | 
to the success of the whole country—to that sen- 
timent, which sees success to Virginia in the suc- 
cess of Mississippi; and a triumph to Massachu- 
setts in the triumph of Wisconsin; to that senti- 
ment which sees a triumph to the whole Union in 
the triumph of any one of its parts. To this 
comprehensive spirit | appeal for relief from the 
incubus of Government lands in the new States. 
Let the lands be cultivated. The cultivators will 
build railroads, create commerce, encourage man- 
nfactures, sustain the mechanic arts, and add to 
the general prosperity of the whole country. Re- 
strain their cultivation, and your highest eulogium | 
will be, that you HAVE BEEN MORE THE FRIENDS 
OF SAVAGES AND WILD BEASTS THAN OF CIVILIZED 


MEN. - 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I wish to put one question to 
the Senator from Mississippi. In the original bill, 
for which the Senator has offered.a substitute, the 
fourth section provides that ‘all lands acquired | 
under the provisions of this act shall in no event | 
become liable to the satisfaction of any debt or 
debts contracted prior to the issuing of the patent 
thereof.” {understand the Senator from Missis- 
sippi to object to that section upon the gaound of 
its conflicting with State-rights. Now, I under- 
stand the third section of the Senator’s substitute 
to provide, in effect, for the same exemption. The | 
close of that third section provides that ‘no sale 
of the same,” referring to the lands, ‘ for debt, | 
other liability or penalty, (other than for taxes,) ; 
under the authority èf any State, or the courts 
thereof, shall entitle the purchaser to any right 
to disturb the possession of the preémptor by pur- 
chase from the Government; nor shall it be law- 
ful to issue a patent for any such land to any 
such purchaser.” 

Mr. BROWN. That means, of course, during 
his occupancy, as a mere occupant, and not when 
he has a perfect title, 

Mr, BENJAMIN. But the section speaks of | 
the “ preémptor by purchase from the Govern- 
ment.” 

Mr. BROWN. He ceases to be a preëmptor 
as soon as he gets a title. The section only pro- 
tects him while he is a preëmptor. When he gets 
a title he ceases to be so, and is proprietor of the 
land, and, of course, he is no longer under the pro~ 
tection of that section. i 

Mr. DAWSON. Is the question now upon 
the substitute of my friend from Mississippi? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur 
in the chair.) The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Cuasz.] 

Mr. DAWSON. So [ thought. 

Mr. BROWN. Allow me to say to my friend 
from Georgia that I introdyced the substitute.for 
discussion at this time, so as to have it fairly be- 
fore the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. I understood the Senator 
very well; but I wished to call the attention of the 
Senate to the point upon which we were about to 


i 
| 
i 


vote. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. President, T 
am not willing that the vote shall be taken on the | 
pending amendment until I shall have had ań op- | 
portunity of putting myself right in regard to it. 
I will not detain the Senate long. My first im- 
pression was in favor of striking out the sixth 
section, as proposed by the Senator from Dela- 
ware, (Mr. Cuayron.] I donot exactly reconcile ; 
it to my feeling, or to my Americanism, if you 
please to allow that expression, that a foreigner | 
shall come here a week before the passage of this | 
law, if it shall pass, and occupy the same position | 
in regard to the public property as an American | 
citizen. I have that difficulty on my mind; and į 
upon that impression I was inclined to actat first, | 
and to vote with the Senator from Delaware, in | 
favor ofstriking out. My mind has, however, after | 
thorough investigation, undergonesome change on | 
that subject, and I will ask the indulgence of the | 
Senate while I give my reasons for that change. | 

I find, on examination, that this has been the pol- 


icy of the Government from the first introduction | 
of thé system of granting homesteads; ‘in 1850, 
the bill granting homesteads in Oregon: was in the |) 
identical words ‘of this bill: “Other laws for the 
same purpose havé been passed since, containing 
the same provisions. “This bill does not propose | 
to give lands to all foreigners thatare here, or that 
may come here—but to such as are here now, and 
have taken thé necessary steps to become citizens 
of the United States. “The-lands' are not to be 
granted until they have become American citizens, 
and have resided- on and cultivated the same for 
five years. ifia foreigner will go into the wilder- | 
néss, encounter the privations of frontier life, set- 
tle on one‘hundred and sixty acres of land for five 
years, | think he is entitled to the land—having 
paid a full equivalent for it, and will be a much 
better and safer citizen than if kept in idleness 
about your large cities. ; 

Mr. President, if I wanted the protection of an 
excuse for voting for this measure, obnoxious as 
itis to many of my warmest personal and politi- 
cal friends, | might find it in the unanimous ex- 
pression of the Legislature of my State in favor of 
a homestead bill. It is true, I have not received 
those instructions officially ;~yet 1 have seen them 
in the newspapers of the country. But, sir, I do 
not choose to protect myself by those instructions, 
However strong they may be, however much en- 
titled to consideration they would be with me, 
they do not necessarily control my vote on this | 
subject; for 1 announced myself in favor of thé 
principles of this bill before the action of the 
Legislature took place. 

If I may be pardoned by my friends for saying 
so—and I beg they will pardon me—1 am in fa- 
vor of the principle of this bill. Lam in favor of 
it on considerations of policy, propriety, and jus- 
tice. I should have voted for it in the absence of 
any expression of opinion by the Legislature of 
my State. Never, sir, since | have occupied a 
seat upon this floor, have I seen any measure as- 
sailed as this has been. -I believe it was Bertram 
who said to Imogene, ‘t None have ever loved as 
we have loved; none ever loved so madly.’ The 
opponents of this bill may say to themselves, 
«s None have ever hated as we have hated; none 
ever hated so madly.” They have fought this 
bill as Christian and Infidel fought in the days of 
the Crusaders. They have outraged every prin- 
ciple of civilized warfare. They have gone into 
the most ultra-guerrilla warfare that | ever wit- 
nessed in civilized society. The Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. Cuayron] commenced his attack 
from the chaparral on this side, and fired into the 
bill. The Senator from Pennsylvania, on the 
other side, [Mr. Bropuran,] from another chap- 
arral, fired into it, and there has been a cross-fire 
from the different chaparrals from the beginning 
to the end of this whole controversy. 

Sir, have they attacked the great principle of 
the bill? I think not. They urge objections. 
In the first place, the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
with a boldness almost Napoleonic—for I believe 
he would rather differ from a majority than concur | 
with them—attacks the bill mainly upon the 
ground of its caption, and for more than fifteen 
minutes he enlightened the Senate upon the ob- 
noxious character and inappropriateness of the 
caption or title of the bill. If that honorable Sen- 
ator, for whom] have very great respect and great 
personal kindness, and for whose nerve and bold- |; 
ness I have a high admiration, felt a great objection | 
to the name of the bill, in all conscience why does 
he not propose to change it? “A rose by any other | 
name would smell as sweet.?’ Give us the sub- 
stance, and he may rebaptize it to suit his own 
fancy 


Senator from Tennessee one question. What is 
the great principle of this bill? I confess I am not 
able to discover it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Before I am done, 
I shall undertake to enlighten the learned and dis- | 
tinguished Senator as to what is the principle of 
this bill, «as I understand it.” The Senator from 
Pennsylvania, as I have said, attacked the bill on 
its caption. Then came the Senator from Ala- | 
bama, [Mr. Crarx,] with his keen sword, or rather 
stiletto, and he attacked the phraseology of the 
bill. He asked his friends “ What do you mean 
by the word ‘now?’ Is it present, or prospect- 
ive, or whatis it? Does it apply to the time be- 
ing, when we are discussing it, to the time when || 


cy. 
Mr. BAYARD. I wish to ask the honorable |f 


the bill was ‘presented thepas 
orto what time does it refer?» Ff i 
Senator óbjects to thé phiraséology of the bill, 
does ‘he “not propose to amend it? Fe make: 
proposition to amend: ite 8 : 
Then came the Senator:from: South: Ca 
[Mr. Burien] with his mighty ‘artillery—ford 
mighty—and ‘what did he say? ‘He’ indulges 
a thousand denunciations of vagabonds andoth 
which I think are the-mere creations of his fane 
and that certainly is one of the most exuberan 
that Í have ever met with. He'abjects to the dia 
lect: of ‘the bill; he does not like the word: “+ iss 
ance.” He thinks it is not an American word. 
If that word does not suit: that ‘distinguished «and 
learned Senator, why does he not-give us:a better? 
What sort of warfareis this, when -learned, dis- 
tinguished, and venerable Senators here—three of 
them—attack the bill in this way? One of them 
attacked the name of the bill, the other attacked 
the word ‘now,’ and the third says.the word 
‘issuance”’ is not to be found in the dictionary-of 
the‘country. lt gee Be 
Mr. CLAY. In order to relieve myself, Twill. 
tell the Senator that I had an amendment prepared. 


in writing, which I intendéd to offer‘at the:proper `- 


period, fixing a precise time, © 0° 0 po us 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee: Tam very much in- 
debted to my friend from Alabama; T am glad. that. 
he means to do something. with the bill; but Tam. 
speaking of the record as itie, Lam speaking of 
theattacks which have been made on this measure.. 
Here, | say, are three distinguished Senators in 
the Congress of the United States, making speeches 
upon isolated words, when they do not come up to 
the point of attack on the merits of the bill; if the 
words’ are obnoxious, offer amendments to make 
them more acceptable. I should be content with 
that course; but Ido not like the guerrilla modé of _ 
warfare which has been carried on. It is evidently ` 
the purpose of the opponents of this measure to 
destroy it by this indirect mode of attack, . I 
should gladly codperate with them in rendering 
the bill more perfect, if after that I had any hope 
of securing their aid in its final passage; butt 
indulge no such delusive hope; their ubject is to. 
weaken it by amendments, and thus secure its dee 
feat. I cannot lend myself to their ‘purposes... 
The Senator from South Carolina, as 1 havesaid, 
gave us his criticism upon the dialect of: this bill: 
Then came the Senator from Delaware,’ [Mr. 
Crayton,} and he attacked it in the main front. 


| It seems that the center of attack has been asi 


signed to that distinguished Senator, andhe finds 
fault with the sixth section. Whatis that sixth 
section, about which, [ confess, there is some. 
difficulty in my mind? It is that foreigners, 
who are not naturalized citizens, shall be- per+ 
mitted to enjoy an equal participation with citi: 
zens, in the benefits of this bill. I admit there ia 
something substantial in this objection; but, at 
the same time, I wish to know of that honorable 
Senator whether he will vote for the bill if his 
amendment be made? If we strikeout that secs 
tion, will the honorable. Senator vote ‘with us? 
Notat all. But, sir, the wisdom, the experierice, 
the profound tact, and, if I be not considered dis- 
respectful, I may ‘say that exceeding shrewdness 
and astuteness for which that Senator is distin» 
guished, taught him that the way to:destroy a 
measure is not to come up and attack the. princi 
plein it, if there be one, but to strike at it in de> 
tail, to cut off one point here and another there, 


| and in the end to weaken and*enfeeble the meas- 


ure so that nobody can sustain it, and. it’ cannot 
sustain itself. ; : 
Well, sir, after that the Senator. from Mary- 
land [Mr. Prarr] attacked the bill at another 
point. What is his objection? One of his objee- 
tions is, that if an alien settles upon the lands, and 
dies before he perfects. his title; his children will 
get the land under the bill. Now, sir, if that is 
not so, it ought to be so; and if the. bill does: not 
mean that, Lam in favor of amending it to make it 
mean that. When aman goes and encounters 
all the hardships, troubles, annoyances, and diffi- 
culties incident to an early settlement m-a new. 
country, and dies six weeks or six months before 
he perfects his title, will the Senator say that his 
children ought not to enjoy the inheritance of their 
father? I do not concur in the views of that Sen- 
ator. The settlement and cultivation :of the wild + 
lands of the country isa benefitto the whole coun- 
try. If you invite its settlement; and the occupant 
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dies before he- has perfected his title, in the name 
of justice and humanity, will you deny to. his chil- 
dren the benefits of the father’s labor? The coun- 
try will have gotten the benefits of the settlement 
and improvement of the lands, and will you deny 
everything to the children? { hope not. 

But, Mr. President, another attack is made upon 
this bill, and it comes from my friend from Geor- 
gia, (Mr. Dawson.] I dislike exceedingly to 
come in collision with him upon any subject, not 
only on account of my great respect for him as a | 
statesman, a politician, and a gentleman, but be- | 
cause ofa nearer and dearer. relation, But Icon- 
fess to-you, sir, that his assault was one of the 
most remarkablethat I ever witnessed in the Amer- 
ican Senate, Whatis his objection to the bill? 
He says, in the first place, it is unequal and un- 
just. How? It gives land to every American 
citizen, and to every foreigner who has declared 
on oath that he intends to become an American citi- 
zen. lt makesno discrimination. My friend can 
avail himself of the benefit of the law, if he chooses. : 
{can avail myself of it. Every Senator can avail | 
himself of it. But still, itis said, itis unequal and | 
unjust, because there are some who cannot avail ; 
themselves of it. Is that an objection to the law? | 
If it be, the same objection would apply to any 
and every law that you can pass. Human wis- | 
dom cannot devise any law which will be, in all | 
its benefits, perfectly equal and uniform to all the | 
members of this great Republic. My friend il- 
lustrated his view: “Ah,” said he, ‘there is a || 
widow in my country.” Mr. President, that my | 
friend is sensitive on that subject is not at all 
remarkable to me. l am not astonished that he 
is particularly sensitive of the rights of widows. 
He has a right to be sensitive on that subject. 
(Laughter. ] 

Mr. BADGER. Boundto beso. [Laughter.] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes, sir; bound 
to beso by thelaws of gravity. (Laughter.} But, 
sir, he hasa remarkable widow in his country, 
who, he says, has six daughters; and he fears she 
cannot go on the public lands and avail herself of 
this baunty, as he calls it. He is mistaken in 
that. I know that if that widow has six goad 
looking daughters, and has not money enough to 

o tothe Territories, my friend would advance 
er the money; and if he could do no better, he 
would take one of the daughters. 

“A Senator. Or the widow. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. But E wish to show 
that he is doing the widow a manifest injustice in 
this view. I say that if be will permit that widow 
to go into the Territories with her daughters, who 
he says are all full age, she will have one hundred į 
and sixty acres of land, and each of her daugh- |} 
ters will have one hundred and sixty acres. Hfi 
my friend will not advance the money to send | 
them to Kansas or Nebraska, some benevolent | 
emigration society will doubtless come to the res- | 
cue. Now, will you not benefit the condition of | 
that widow by giving her one hundred and sixty | 
acres of tand, and giving each of her daughters | 
one hundred and sixty acres? : 

Mr. DIXON. The daughters are not “heads | 
of families.” i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. But they are 

| 
| 
| 


twenty-one years of age, and therefore, under 
the bill, entitled to its provisions. My friend i 
from Georgia said further that he was opposed | 
to this bill because it interfered with a great prin- |) 
ciple, and that is a principle outside of .this bill, | 
and | wish to call fe attention of my friend from | 
Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] to it. What principle | 
is it that he says it conflicts with? Itis anew. 
principle in political econemy—the principle of | 
reproduction. If I believed. sir, the passage of | 
this bill would interfere with that great principle, | 
1 would vote against it; and I am sure my honor- 
able colleague, (Mr. BeLL,] if he were here, would 
concur with me in the opinion that we never could | 
be tolerated a single moment at home if we inter- 
fered with that great principle of reproduction. | do 
not apprehend, however, that it has anything to : 
do with the bill; and my friend need give himself | 
no fears on that subject 
But, sir, the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bay: | 
arp] asked me what principle was in this bili? I 
will tell him what l conceive to be the principle 
contained in the bill which attracts my admira- 
tion and support. The Government of the United | 
States, or the people of the United States, are the || 
holders. of seventeen hundred millions of acres of il 


i 
i 
| 
i 


uH were a new one, 


| land. ‘That it is the true policy of this Govern- 


ment to reduce those lands, as fast as possible, to 
cultivation, will, I suppose, be admitted by the 
Senator; but then he may object that thai is a good 
principle, if we had the power. Weli, sir, l 
maintain we have the power to do that; and I 
mean to cite no higher authority than the honora- 
bie Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Baperr,] 
who made one of the ablest speeches which it was 
ever my fortune to listen to in the Senate, on this 
subject. He demonstrated conclusively and un- 
mistakably, that the Government of the United 
States had full, undisputed, and unlimited power 
and control over the whole public domain. Then, 
when we are the landholders of seventeen hundred 
millions of acres of land, and have full power to 
dispose of them just as we please, and when we 
please, and to whom we please, | ask if it is not 


them to those who are not the owners of land, 
who have no means to possess themselves of land, 
and thereby: enhance the prosperity of the com- 


give it any name, Í care not what it is. 

But, sir, this measure was attacked as though it 
My friends have said to me, are 
you going for this bill? łsay, lam, They speak 


tion of this great principle or policy, or whatever 
you may please to call it, [ need only refer to the 
resolution read a day or two ago by the Senator 
from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,] which was offered by 
| that man who is conceded now by alt, by his 


| him, or by those who differed from him generally, 
now that heis dead, to have been one of the mast 
profound statesmen that ever honored the age in 
which he lived. Mr. Webster’s resolution laid 
. down the very principle of this bill. Then, when 
youask me fora name, l give the name of that 


vo further back than that, and [ might get.other 
illustrious names to vindicate the policy that [am 
advocating, but I forbear. But, Mr. President, 
there is one point to which I invite attention. 
this the first time that this measure has been before 
us? {think not. In 1850, a proposition was in- 
troduced.into the Congress of the United States to 
grant a homestead to every settier who would go 
to the Territory of Oregon. How much did it 
give? If he was asingle man, it gave him three 
hundred and twenty acres of land. If he was a 
married man, witha family, it gave him six hundred 
and forty acres in perpetuity; and then only upon 
the condition that he should reside upon it for four 
years. Where were those gentlemen who inveigh 
with such fury against this bill now, when, in 
1850, a law was put upon the statute-book, giving 
to every single man three hundred and twenty 
acres, and to every family six hundred and forty 
acres of public land, provided they settled on it for 
four years? -Why did you not attack that princi- 
ple tben? Why did you not assail itthen? Why 
did you put it upon the statute-book, and let the 
people enjoy it from 1850 down to now, and when 
we came to make it general, raise your hands and 
say, oh, what an outrage ? But this is not all. 
That bill did not restrict its benefits to American 
citizens. 
a declaration of intention, or who might file one 
within the next two years; and yet these gentle- 
men stood by and saw that become the law of the 
lund without opening their lips. 

The provisions of that bill are identical with 


occupancy, this five. 
1850 is much more liberal to the settler than the 
one now proposed. 

But, gentlemen, you are in a worse category 
than that. I bold in my hand a bill which passed 


the Senate of the United States not two weeks |j 


ago, and what is it? To grant a homestead to 


every American citizen in the Territory of New || 
Mexico, of one hundred and sixty acres of land— | 


not only to every American citizen, but to every 
white male citizen of the United States, or every 
white male above the age of twenty-one years, 
who has declared his intention to become a citizen, 
og who shall have removed, or shall remove— 


wisdom, and patriotism, and good policy, to give! 


mon country? If there is no principle in that, | 
then { cannot see what a principle or a policy is, Í 


as though it were a new bill; when, if I choose to | 
place myself behind a mass of documents, if |: 
choose to call great men to my support in vindica- ; 


greatand illustrious American statesman. I might | 


Is , 


It extended them to aliens who had filed | 


friends and enemies, by those who concurred with | 


mark the words !—into that Territory, and settle 
upon it for four years. Where was the Senator 
from Delaware then? Fs 

Mr. GEYER. ‘hat act was temporary in its 
character; it only exists till 1858. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. Yes, sir, it is 
temporary in its character. Where. were you 
then? Did you hear of it? You were an American 
Senator then. : 

Mr. CLAYTON. I never heard of it. Ido 
not believe there was one Senator out of twenty 
who ever heard of it. It is not on our files. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I cannot help that. 
There was nota dissenting voice to it. The records 
show that it came from the House, and passed 
through three readings in the Senate without a 
single objection being made to ii—nota dissenting 
voice was there to it. Here is the principle of this 
bill in one which was passed not two weeks ago. 
Were those gentlemen on the floor, and yet was 
there not a single syllable of objection or denun- 
ciation hurled against it? TheGovernment adopted 
it years ago, you followed it up, and you are par- 
ticeps criminis in this very principle, because you 
did not oppose it heretofore. You cannot escape 
from this. If gentlemen did not know of it, it is 
no fault of mine. L will have the Journal read in 
regard to the point. I have been to the record. 

Mr. CLAYTON, It is not on our files. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Gentlemen are mis- 
taken. 

Mr. GEYER. When did you discover it? 

“Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I find it on the 
records of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Did the honorable Senator 
know of it at the time the bill passed ? 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I think F did; for 
it was before the committee, and L approved of it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Was there a word said about 
it when it was passed ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I cannot tell. L 
hope the Senator, will not gold me responsible for 
it, if he did not know it. It is not my fault. I 
cannot help that; but fam going to the record. 
The billcame from the Flouse of Representatives, 
was read twice, and referred, and on the 19th of 
June it was reported back. It was then read a 
third time, and the question was, shall it pass? and 
it passed without a dissenting voice, through all 


| the forms necessary for the passage of a bill, 


Mr. SEWARD. When was it passed ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Ít was reported on 
the 19th of Jane, and the Secretary can tell when 
it was passed. I hope he will read the Journal, 

ihe Secretary .read as follows from the Jour- 
nal: 


“SATURDAY, July 1.—Mr. Donee, of Lowa, from the 
Committee on Publie Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
or the Honse of Represeatatives (No. 315) to establish the 
office of surveyor general of New Mexico, Kansas, and 
Nebraska, to grant donations to actual setters therein, and 
for other purposes, reported it without amendment. 

“Phe Senate proceeded to consider said bill, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and no amendment being made, it 
was reported to the Senate. 

“ Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

“ Said bill was read a third tine. 

* Resolved, What it pass. 

“ Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Rep- 
resenlatives thereof,” 


Mr. DAWSON. ‘That is the same day on 
which it was reported. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Of course it was. 
It passed the same day on which it was reported. 

Mr. CLAY. Wiil the Senator allow me to 
make a distinction, which is a very palpable one? 


; ft is, that there is a great difference between giving 


a homestead in a Territory, and a homestead in 


i the States; and I could justify my vote for that 
those contained in this bill, except it gave as much |} 
as six hundred and forty acres, this but one i 
hundred and sixty; that requires but four years : 
So you perceive that act of i 


bill on the ground of the distinction which I draw. 
We know that the Federa] Government supports 
the governments of the Territories until they be- 
come States. They are a tax on the Federal 


| Treasury; hence it is the policy of the Government 
i to populate the Territories as rapidly as possible, 


and relieve itself of the burden by the removal of 


he territorial government. Such is not the case 
with a State, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The distinction 
drawn by my friend from Alabama may suit his 
views, but the principle is laid down here that 


| Congress has the right, has the power to grant 


homesteads, That principle has beeen recognized 
and acted upon by Congress within the last two 


| weeks, 


Mr. CASS. Will the Senator from Tennessee 
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-pardon me a moment for making this suggestion? 
The power to dispose of the public-lands knows 
no State or Territory. Every law. in regard.to 
the lands which is applicable to the States in which 
‘the lands lie is applicable to the Territories in 
which they lie jn the same way. Theposition of 
the lands does not touch the power. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. {am indebted for 
that suggestion of the Senator. f should have 
made it myself. ‘Fhere-can be no difference as to 
the question of power; and that does not excuse 
the honorable Senator, because one of the most 
astute Senators here, who objects to the bill, sits 
side by side with my friend from Alabama; and 
he is utterly opposed to allowing this principle in 
the Territories, but desires to confine it to the 
States. There they sit side by side. The Sen- 
ator from Alabama says that the distinction is 
very great; that I might apply itto the Territories, 
~"put yet ought not to apply it to the States. The 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Apams} bas an 
amendment to offer, confining it to the States and 
excepting the Territories. The general power, 


if it exists at all, exists over the public lands, ! 


whether in the States or in the Territories; for the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Govern mentis the same 
over the lands in the States as over the lands in 
the Territories. 

But; sir, | confess I know that the difficulty in 
the minds of some of my friends is, that they do 
not like this proposition because they prefer a gèn- 
eral distribution among the States; for they say it 
is more equal and just. Very well, sir, I concur 
with them. If I could get a distribution of the 
public lands among all the States according to 
their Federal representation and population, I 
should vote for it with pleasure over this or any 
other proposition; but it must be obvious to you, 


sir, and to every other Senator, that the thing is į 


wholly impracticable; and if the Congress of the 
United States were disposed to pass that measure, 
which they are not, still weare assured and know, 
if we can trust anything that the Executive has 
said, that it would not receive his sanction. Then 
if we cannot get that policy which commends it- 
self most to our admiration and judgment, shall 
we reject that which approaches nearest to it? l 
think not; and that is enough to control my ac- 
tion. 

As to the policy and justice of this measure, 
Mr, President, E have a few words'to say, and 
then I shall have done. 
drawn very largely upon their imagination, and 
have stated most ultra cases of injustice in this 
matter. The Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Burver,] with that peculiar tact and pungency of 
his, which is keener than any stiletto that! have 
ever seen, holds up the enormity of this bill by 
saying, why, sir, if it passes, the men who de- 
serted from your Army—the men who deserted 
on the field of Churubusco, and warred upon their 
own friends, may comeand avail themselves of its 
benefits. I submit to the Senator if it is a fair 
mode of warfare against a measure of this charac- 
ter, to state a possibility and make that possibility 


aground of objection to the passage of the measure? | 


While he states that possibility, how many thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of good, just, virtu- 
ous, honorable men, can be found inthe United 
States, who, by misfortune or improvidence, if you 
please, or from some other cause, have not the 
means of subsistence, or the ground on which to 
stand and claim astheir own; how many hun- 
dreds of honest, but poor, men are to be found 
within the limits of the State of that honorable 
Senator, who have not the means of purchasing 
a homestead, but who are honorable, and patriotic, 
and devoted to the best interests of the country? 
They would get the benefits of this bill; but 
because some scoundrel may come in and avail 
himself of it, the Senator will not give it to them. 
I am not willing to deny the benefits that this law 
propuses to confer on its beneficiaries because 
some unworthy individual may avail himself of 
it. 
own hardy, poor, but honest countrymen, are to 
be denied the privilege of occupying and owning a 
homestead, for fear that some scoundrel or refugee 
may avail himself of its benefits. You punish 
po own thousands for fear it may be enjoyed 
y a few not worthy of Its benefits. 

Senators, when assailing the measure, ask, are 
you going to give away the publiclands? If you 
want me to answer categorically, and it will afford 


I think gentlemen have | 


The thousands and tens of thousands of our | 


j 


| and settle upon and cultivate them. 


! battles of the country, and a more just, humane, | 


| country as the one who fights your battles. I 


| thing of the life of one, and, in my judgment, the 


i have not the power to do it, and I will abandon | 


| anybody? Because you do not choose to go there, j| 


| to stay where I am, in the name of justice let me 


| was not atall surprised. There is nothing in it of 
‘ any consequence to the question before us. 


| other bills. 


an additional argument, I answer, 1 am willing to 
give them away. - | voted to giveaway ten mil- 
lions of acres the other day. They say that was 
a different matter. l-am_ willing to give them to 
any. purpose that looks to the advancement of the 
interests of the country or tothe benefit of society, 
whether it be to the indigent insane, or the land- 
less poor, or to any American citizen who will go 
- That is my 
principle. It is no gift; itis no donation, The 
Government receives a valuable consideration for |; 
it. You give them to the soldier who fought the 


beneficient law never was conceived; but it is-no 
more just, humane,.or beneficent than this. You jj 
say the consideration for giving to the soldier was 
hia having fought the battles oftthe country. 1 
admit it; but the man who goes and encounters 
the hardships of a frontier settlement to open up 
the avenues of civilization, does as much for the | 


have never been a pioneer, but I have seen some- 


man who is willing to brave the terrors of the 
wilderness is as much a soldier as he who bears |! 
the musket, and is as much entitled to the protec- |i 
tion of the Government as the man who fights the H 
battles of the country. + | 

“With these views, I shall give the measure my 
support. I leave other gentlemen to take their |j 
own course; but at the same time, while they are |: 
making war upon it, I want them to come upand j 
deny the power to pass it. Show me that we 
it. If we have the power, does it do injustice to | 
will you.deny the privilege to me? If you have | 
a few broad acres on one side, and do not choose 
to go to the wilderness and take one hundred and 
sixty acres, and if, by misfortune, I am not able 


go and settle upon, and cultivate, publiclands, and 
bring wealth te the country by increasing its gen- 
eral prosperity. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It seems that the chief ob- 
ject of the honorable Senator from Tennessee, in 
addressing the Senate, was to produce, by way of | 
authority against the Senate itself, an act which 
passed this session, in which a clause is contained 
granting for a limited period, (four years only,) 
the right to all persons, whether citizens or not, | 
to enter one hundred and.sixty acres of the public || 
lands in New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska. || 
Now, sir, the effect of the precedent which the 
honorable Senator has cited, is not felt to be quite 
so crushing as he seemed to hope. It has really 
no bearing upon the question in this case. It has 
no authority, even if the Senate had acted with 
full consideration of it at the time, because it was 
but a grant for four years to settlers in the wilds of | 
an unexplored region; but the fact is, that it was, | 
as the Clerk at the table states, reported on one 
day, read by its title, and passed by the Senate | 
without any debate or consideration. i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think. the Sen- jj 
ator is mistaken. June 19, 1854, it was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. ! 

Mr. CLAYTON. Of course it was read, but t 


have ever been read otherwise than by its title. 
Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator | 
permit me to state something in reference to this 
matter. The bill to which he is referring, and | 
which seems to have come with some surprise 
upon the honorable Senator, is precisely conform- || 
able to other bills. A similar one was reported || 
for Oregon. 
Mr. CLAYTON. Iam aware of that, and I| 
i 


Mr. SHIELDS. So in regard to California. 
Mr. GWIN. Not California; we never got |; 
that. We tried to get it; but could not, because | 
we happened to be a State. i 
Mr. SHIELDS. At all events it passed this 
body, for I reported the bill; and at that time, i 
will state to the honorable Senator, no question 
arose as to the power of Congress to make these 
grants to the Territories. isis the same with 


Mr. CLAYTON. “As to the question of power 
that is not now the question l have proposed for 
discussion; but, in regard to this bill, does any 


BE. 


i Nebraska.: 


i| That isa permanent, not a tem 


p « And to every white male citizen of the United 


man believe that if the Senate of the United States 


` 


had been-apprised:that there’ was-a' provielon i 
granting temporarily; to-allaliens, the right to. 
into the Territories of Nebtaska-and Ke 
“Mr: ATCHISON, (Mr: Watrernin-thecha 
It does not give the right-to’aliens in Kans 
ca... It confines it to New Mexica: 
Mr: DODGE, of lowa: I beg leave to inter, 
rupt the Senator from Delaware. «presume 
wishes:to :be-correct in all the statements w 
he wakes. -l-am sure he doés,‘: | have had.eome 
participation in this. matter; and, therefore k 
him'and the Senateto hear niein relation toit; 
hold in my hand, Senate bill Noi 220, a: 
to establish the office of surveyor general.of New 
Mexico, to grant donations to actuat settlers there- 
on, and for other purposes,” introduced by Mr. 
Sue.ps, of Hlinois, February 20,1854, and: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands.” Thè ` 
Journals show that it was reported ‘back by my- 
self fromthe Committeeon Public Lands, the 29th 
of March, 1854, with an.amendment, furnished 
by the Commissioner of the General. Land: Office, 
to whom it was sent in pursuance ofan: order‘of 
the committee. That amendment ‘is printed in 
italics, and is intended as a substitute for the ori- 
ginal bill. It was passed, as the Journal of. the 
Senate will show, on the 20th day of April of the 
present year, and sent to the House of Represent- 
atives, with the provisions making. grants to.the 
people of New Mexico, similar to those which had 
been. made to the early settlers’ in Oregon... The 


I . . . . 
territorial business came up in the House of Rep- 


resentatives before this bill was reported from the 
comittee there; and the House passed a bill of 
its own of a precisely similar character, reported 
by its own Committee on Public Lands. That 
bill came from the House, was referred on the 
19th of ‘June last to the Committee on Public 
Lands of the Senate. On the lst of July, it was 
reported back to the Senate and passed. The 
House bill granting lands to settlers and occupants 
in New Mexico, was amended in that body, when 
on its passage, by having some sections added, 
providing for a surveyor general’s office _and two 
land offices for Kansasand Nebraska. ‘When the _ 
Senate’s bill No. 220 passed this body, on the 20th 
of April last, the Senator from Virginia, [Mr, 
HunteR] interrogated me from his seat, through 
the President, respecting its provisions, Lrephed 
that the grants to actual settlers were precisely 
those which had been made in Oregon. Pre Sen- 
ator from Virginia will recollect it well, [am sure, 
Mr. CLAYTON. I understand the Senator’s 
explanation; but this bill was, by the testimony of 
all around me, never found.or observed to contain 
this provision when it passed, ‘and it is not now 
to be found on our files. It makes donations to 
aliens, temporarily, only in New Mexico,” but 
the preémption privilege is extended to them im ~ 
Kansas and Nebraska, and if the-attention of “the 
Senate had been drawn to it they would have 


! observed that there was some object in thus dra w- 


ing aliens into Kansas and Nebraska, But’ I 
desire to show the distinction between this meas- 
ure and that. We propose here to strike out the 
sixth section of the homestead bill, which grants 
to persons not naturalized the right to enter upon 


_ OF i |! and occupy and obtain patents at the end of five 
i| it was only read by its title; it does not appear to |: 


years, to one hundred and sixty acres of Jand. 
orary provision: 
there is no limitation upon it. In the bill-which 
the Senator produces he will find the provision is 
temporary: ; ae 
States, 
c male above the age of twenty-one years, 


or every whil 
ared his intention to become: a citizen, and 


By this provision the alien settler cannot enter 
unless he has declared his intention before the. act. 

I can very well conceive that it mightbe policy, 
in the judgment of many Senators; to extend this 
privilege to persons who were about to. settle the 
wild Territories of New Mexico, Nebraska, and 
Kansas, but who would not listen to the.proposi- 
tion when you attempt to extend it to the: States. 
The bill now before us proposes to grant the 
right in the States as well as. in the Territories. 
The questions as to the power and -expediency 
differ entirely in regard to this matter, and the 
Senate might, if they. had passed:that measure, 


hoot: 


i 


s 


a 
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even after due consideration, with perfect consist- |; 
ency, refuse to adopt the sixth section in the bill 
now before us. There are insurmountable objec- 
tions to-making the same grant in utter disregard 
of the rights of the States or their lawson the sub- 
ject of holding realestate. By this homestead bill 
there is no power which can turn an alien out of 
the land while he lives, should he refuse to be- 
come’ naturalized for forty years or more. The 
-alien is to hold: the land within the limits of the 
“land States,” and he cannot be ejected from it. 
Besides, he is to hold it exempt from the payment 
of any debts he may have contracted while he is 
upon it without a patept. 

But, Mr. President, I throw this out of the way, 
and come to the question as it stood before the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee addressed the | 
Senate ; and I beg now to make a very few re- 
marks in reply to some of those who have occu- 
pied the attention of the Senate for the last two 
~or three days. The Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
Wave}, this morning told us,in reply to what | 
had been said by some gentlemen entertaining the 
same opinions Í do in reference to this bill, that 
none but the industrious are invited and expected 
to goand live under this homestead system. ‘The 
loafers, he said, would not gò; such men would !! 
never be found there, he thought. Why, sir, the 
Senator has entirely mistaken, I humbly appre- 
hend, the whole character of the bill. If there 
was ever a bill inviting loafers and idlers, it ig this. 
It provides that any man may go and take up one 
hundred and sixty acres—on what conditions? If 
he makes it appear that he has not abanfoned | 
his settlement for more than six months, at any 
“one time, he is, after the end of five years, enti- 
tled to a patent. s 

Mr. WADE. 1 did not suppose that loafers 
and idlers would go there and entitle themselves 
tothe land; but suppose a loafer or an idier should į 
go into the wilderness and comply with the pro- 
visions of the bill, would you not grant him the | 
same rights with others? | 

Mr. CLAYTON. We should be pleased to |) 
get rid of them all in the old States; but we would 
not offer them a premium for their Jaziness. 
Now, the fifth section of the bill provides : 

‘That if, at any tine after filing the affidavit as required 
in the second section of this act, and before the expiration į 
of the five years aforesaid, it shall be proven, after due 
notice to the settler, to the satisfaction of the register of the 
land office, that the person having filed such afidavit shall 
have actually changed his or her residence, or abandoned 
the said entry for more than six months at any time, then, | 

aml in that event, the land so entered shall revert. back to | 
the Government, and be disposed of as other public tands 
are now by law, subject to an appeal to the General Laud 
ONice?? 

‘Well, then, if a man goes upon the land, makes 
his entry,and remains there and settles one week 
or one day, and is absent five months and twen- 
ty days, and goes back and settles another week 
or day, and is absent another five months and i 
twenty days, he will thus acquire, by this bill, the || 
title to the land, although, in reality, he may not ii 
have had possession of it for six weeks during the 
whole time prescribed by the bill, Is there any 
doubt about that construction? He is at liberty | 
to be absent at any time for a period short of six 
months, and then go back and settle upon the 
land for a day or a week, and proceed to its culti- | 
vation hy planting a few tomatoes, or something 
that will grow in spite of shade and weeds, and 
then he will be set down as the owner of the land. 
If that is not a reward for idleness, I do not know 
what would be. 

Mr, President, this bill invites not only idlers, 
but all of every class. The felon convicted of 
any crime in any of the States of this Union may 
go and take up one hundred and sixty acres of the 
public land under the bill. The honorable Sen- 
ator said we did not object to the bill except be- | 
cause unworthy emigrants from Europe might || 
come and settle upon these lands, I beg him not |; 
to misunderstand us. We have objected to this |: 
mode: of settling the Territories of the United | 
States, hecause the measure invites the very worst 
‘characters to enjoy the benefits of it, and offers 
them a premium when they have escaped from the 
old States, to go and settle upon the public lands. 

Mr. President, the honorable Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. Wans,] as well as the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Sewarp,] have indulged themselves 
at the expense of the American population of the | 
country, by telling us that the canals and railroads i 
in the United States have been built by aliens. Ii 


t 
yt 
ii 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| or canals? 


| making them. 


| was paid for his labor, and paid well. 


l war with Mexico. 


; erty. 


opinion, 


know aliens have often been employed on the rail- 
roads and canals; but thousands, and perhaps 
hundreds of thousands of native Americans, have 
also been employed upon them. And who is it 
that is entitled to the merit of making these reads 
It is not merely the laborer. Who 


‘are the men that paid for the-labor, both of the 


native and foreign population, and took the hazard 
of their success or failure? ‘They have been in 
every instance American citizens, and not foreign 
emigrants. ‘The honorable Senators might as well 
claim the exclusive honor to the negroes who have 
built. a great many of the canals and roads, and 
for the horses and oxen that have assisted in 
Sir, our works of internal im- 
provement were built by our own countrymen; 
and every foreigner who put aspade in the ground 
I have no 
statistics in my hand to enable me to speak of the 
relative proportions of labor performed on such 
works by Americans and foreigners; but I have 
seen canals aad railroads made, and I have gen- 
erally seen upon them a large majority of native 


| Americans engaged at work, and sometimes a 
i great many foreigners too, who could find no 


other employment in which their labor was so 
well remunerated. 

So, too, sir, we have had it intimated to us in 
the debate that we should hardly have achieved 
our independence in the revalutionary war if it 
had not been for the foreigners who fought our 
battles. Why, really, this is most surprising 
intelligence. l think one gentleman said it was 
doubtful whether we should have been enabled to 
achieve our independence but for the valor of the 
foreigners who fought for us. I am ready to ac- 
knowledge, and always glud to acknowledge, the 
assistance that we obtained from the gallant for- 
eigners who came to our aid in the revolutionary 
war, in our last war with England, and in our 
A bright example is before 
me whenever IL reflect, in my place here, on that 
subject. No man is more disposed to do justice 
to my honorable friend from limois [Mr. Surerps} 
than Lam; and to men who shed their blood as 
he did, nobly in defense of this country, no man 
can be more truly grateful than I am. But, sir, 


it is degrading to the American name, and it is į 


untrue in fact, to tell us that we owe our inde- 
pendence to foreigners, or to insinuate that the 
true native American is iuferior, either in courage, 
or the higher moral qualities, to the foreigner, 

l am not one of those who persecute foreigners. 
I never shall do it. l am no bigot; no sectarian. 
| seek to persecute no man for his religion or 
his opinions. But I am resolved that no others 
shall ever, by my vote or influence, be placed in 


l any position where they can persecute me or my 


friends, or deny us either civil or religious lib- 
l have heard, during the progress of this 
debate, some things uttered to the disparagement 
of a portion of the American population, which 
can have but a very unfortunate effect, in my 
I was asked by my honorable friend 
from Iowa (Mr. Doar] whether, in my judg- 
ment, the naturalization laws should be repealed ? 
Why, sir, I have never been the advocate of the 
repeal of the naturalization laws; but let me 
tell him, and others here who have engaged in 
this debate, that any remarks which can be, by 
possibility, construed into a disparagement of the 
native American population of this country, when 
compared with the foreign population now pouring 


like a mighty flood into this country, are calcu- | 


lated to create parties that have been unknown be- 


floor of the Senate in one day’s debate, will create 


: an addition of one hundred thousand to the num- 


i ber of those who have been denominated, by || unfair in the opposition to the bill? 


some gentlemen, as ** Know-Nothings,”’ 

Mr. DODGE, of Lowa. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Certainly. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 


Americans. 
me as having made such an assertion, I deny it 


in toto; and Í must say for the Senate, that I | 


have heard no such impyygtion made from any 
portion of it, 


. Mr. CLAYTON. The Senators from New 
York and Ohio will not so soon eat their words, 
l think. I did not charge the Senator from Iowa 


fore; and remarks of that description made on the |! 


I ask him, then, to || 
“name that Senator who instituted an invidious 
; comparison in favor of foreigners and against 
If he directly or indirectly alludes to | 


} 
i 


with having reflected on the American population; 
| but now that he has called mj attention to the fact, 
| Í will repeat one thing which he said, though 1 
have no unkind feeling to gratify in doing so. He 
did say of certain American organizations in this 
country, that they were ‘“ contemptible’’—the 
‘* Know-Nothings,’’ for. instance, and the ‘* Na- 
tive Americans.” I submit respectfully to my 
honorable friend, now in his cooler moments, 
whether they are to be considered as contemptible? 
I do not know myself what their principles are, 
though the Senator from New York, without any 
authority, has spoken of them; but one fact must 
be apparent to everybody, and that is, that those 
| men who are called ‘* Know-Nothings’’ have, 
within a few months past, actually carried nearly 
every election in every American city where their 
standard has been raised. Iam perfectly ignorant 
of what the real ends and objects of an association 
so formidable may be; but I cannot conceive it 
possible thatan organization as extensive as that, 
and as successful as it has been in every instance, 
can,in any sense, be contemptible. 

There is no country in the world half as liberal 
i as ours on the subject of naturalization. There 
| is at present a general disposition on the part of 
| the American Congress to admit foreigners to nat- 
| uralization upon such terms as are, in its judgment, 
| consistent with the American Constitution, There 
| is no disposition that I have heard proclaimed here 
| to’repeal the law on this subject. But how is it 
l abroad? In England an American cannot, if he 
| wishes, obtain naturalization except by special 
Lact of Parliament. He may, by letters patent 
from the Crown, become a denizen; but having 
| thus been made a denizen, he is utterly incapable 
| of receiving a donation of Crown lands in any case. 
| That isa part of the law of England; but here 
| we all agree that the naturalized citizen shall re- 
: ceive donations of our lands upon the same terms 
with the native citizen of the United States. None 
of us object to that; but what we do object to is 
this: that those who are not naturalized, those 
; who still owe allegiance to the Government of the 
country from which they emigrated, should come 
here and stand upon precisely the same footing 
with an American, who was born in the country 
and has arrived at full age. Under the provisions 
of this bill, we agree to give foreigners one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, if they will only go 
immediately, after their arrival in the country, and 
declare their intention to become citizens at a 
future time; and there is no period limited in the 
bill within which they must become naturalized, 
or lose the title. At any period during life they 
can become naturalized; and, in that case, they 
are to be entitled toa farm. Then, sir, the simple 
question before us is, are we ready to give to 
every foreigner an equal share of the public do~- 
; Main with the citizens of the United States ? 

Mr. President, this bill has undergone a very 
desultory discussion. ‘The honorable Senator 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] charges those who 
are opposed to it with having made a guerrilla 
war upon it. Why, sir,all we have thus far done 
has been to propose an amendment to it. We 
| have proposed one amendment, and its friends, I 
believe, have proposed two. The honorable Sen- 
ator from Ohio {Mr. Cnase] now proposes to 
amend the sixth section, before the questionis put 
on the motion which I made to strike it out, by 
allowing all foreigners, not only those here now, 
: but all who shall come hereafter, the benefit of 
| this act, He gives notice, and others give notice, 
_ of other propositions they intend to make. 

We have opposed the bill, and announced our 
; Opposition to it incidentally, in the debate on a 


i! motion to amend it; but has there been anything 


Has there 
| been anything to which the most scrupulous 
| could object? We have not undertaken to defeat 
i the bill by any indirection. We attack it first in 
| a position where we think it is most censurable, 
| and seek to strike out that part. Then the effect 
| of striking out would certainly be to make ‘the 
bill, in our judgment, better than it was before; 
| and, on that ground, the honorable Senator should 
| at least pardon, if he cannot applaud us, for the 
course we have adopted. 

But, sir,in regard to the debate which has gone 
| on here for the last two or three days, it has been, 
| as Lhave said, desultory. No systematic, regu- 
i lar debate has been commenced yet by the oppo- 


| nents of the bill. The general features of it have 
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acatéely beer reviewed. I do notpropose to'exam- 
ine them now: but I wishto make a suggestion in 


reference to this bill which 1 have not yet heard’ 


in the course of the debate, though, doubtless; it 
has occurred to other gentlemén here; “I say it is 
an unjust bill, for the reason that it gives the pub- 
lic lands to any one who will go ‘and’ settle upon 
them, immediately alongside of -persons who have 
purchased for. the full price, and paid. the Gov- 
ernment -for their lands. 


the land of those who have heretofore purchased 
public land? Is it a measure of justice? I put it 
‘to any man, after you have exacted from all who 
have gone before $125 an acre, the minimum 
price of the public land, then to invite everybody 
to go and take possession of. the land adjoining 
without returning their money to those who have 
already purchased? Why do-you. make a dis- 
crimination against them? I put it to my honor- 
able friend from Tennessee, is it just and fair that 
aman who has labored upon the public lands for 
many years, until he has earned his quarter or 
half section, and has paid for it, should be sur- 
rounded suddenly by hundreds and thousands of 
men who have never performed a day’s labor on 
thé lands, and yet who can sell that land as soon 
as they have got patents? 
. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
desire an answer? 

Mr. CLAYTON. I yield with pleasure to 
hear your reply, if you choose to make it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. J will answer the 
Senator very frankly. I admit that it seems to be 
unjust. “I concede that it seems to be an act of 
injustice that one American citizen should have 
been required, under a previous Jaw, to pay $1 25 
an acre for his land, and then afterwards another 
man be permitted to go and settle by him without 
paying anything for his tract. But let me ask 
the Senator another question. Suppose a man 
settles in the wilderness, and encounters all the 
hardships and privations incident to such a settle- 
ment, and clears up his one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, | want to know of my friend from 
Delaware, if hé goes and takes the adjoining 
quarter section at $1 25 an acre, does he not 
derive his full quota of the benefits of the labor of 
the man who first settles, and supplies all the 
necessaries incident to life? I wish to make my- 
self perfectly understood by the Senator. He 
gets, in the case, I suppose, all the benefits of 
civilization and settlement, resulting from the act 
of the man who is given one hundred and sixty 
acres, in going into the wilderness and cultivating 
the land which is granted to him under this law. 
Those who follow the first settlers, and settle 
down by them, and do not encounter the hard- 
ships which they have to encounter, but come in 
afterwards, and pay for their land, enjoy the 
benefits of the labor and suffering of those to 
whom the land was granted; so that the case is 
just as hard in one aspect as the other, 

Mr. CLAYTON. The Senator has entirely 
misunderstood this bill, It does not allow a 
settler who has bona fide purchased one hundred 
and sixty acres, to take up one hundred and sixty 
more. He has mistaken entirely one of the 
plainest provisions of the bill. 

Mr. CASS. Will the honorable Senator allow 
me.to make one remark. on this point? F 

Mr. CLAYTON. Certainly. ? 

Mr.CASS. Ymerely do it because the Senator, 
perhaps, does not recollecta view which was taken 
of this matter before. It was all gone.over thirty 
years ago. The principle which the honorable 
Senator from Delaware assumes, would prevent 
Congress. ever. reducing the price of the ‘public 
lands. You sold the land once at two dollars per 
acre; and when it was proposed to reduce. it to 
$1 25, the same objection was urged by many that 
is now urged by the Senator from Delaware. It 
was said you could not reduce the price, because 
that would be doing injustice to those who had 
already purchased at the higher price. I would 
remind the honorable Senator from Delaware, that 
every man who purchases public lands, purchases 
subject to the disposition of Congress; and Con- 
gress has a right to reduce the price when it 
pleases. It may graduate the price, and bring it 
down to twelve and a half cents per acre. There- 
fore, the principle cannot be carried out, that you 
cannot change the price of the lands, because you 


Does the Senator 


Will not the inevitable. 
effect of this be to diminish the selling price of all- 


| have previously sold, under: other’ circumstances, 
at a different beg gett 


rice. ` 
Mr. CLAYTON. 
the graduation to which he has referredwas made, 
was that the best lands had been taken up; and 
that the inferior lands ought properly and fairly 
to be offered at an inferior price. ~ : 

Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator will allow 
me to say further, that -that is- incorrect. That 
argument could only apply to existing districts; 
but district after district subsequently came into 
the market, which had never before been offered 
for sale, and where the prime and best lands were 
sold for $1 25. It was not that principle, there- 
fore, which operated; but.it was the principle that 
the price of the public lands at the time was 
thought to be too: high. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The reduction from $2 to 
$1 25 was made on the abolition of the old credit- 
system, in the sale of the lands. Cash was the 


alleged consideration for the reduction to $1 25) 


from $2 at along credit. We have had no grad- 
uation laws reducing the price lower than $1 25; 
and, sir, no graduation bill can be just which is 
not founded on the idea that the best lands have 
been disposed of, and that worse remain to be dis- 
posed of, at a smaller price. I have not been a 
friend to any of these graduation bills, nearly all of 
which are projects to plunder the Government; 
though I have always Voted, and Í say it with 
great satisfaction, liberally for western improve- 
ments, and for the interests of the western country. 


But.in regard to the point which the honorable | 


Senator from Michigan made, that the gradyation 
principle, bad as it may be, justifies the measure 
before the Senate, I deny it. Isay that here isa 
measure of manifest injustice to those who have 
heretofore purchased public lands; and the honor- 
able Senator from Tennessee is compelled to admit 
that it is unjust. ` 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 
permit me to make a single remark on that point? 

Mr. CLAYTON I yield the floor to my friend 
with great pleasure. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I happened to be at the head 
of the General Land Office, and ought, therefore, 
to know alittle about the operation of the very 
view which the honorable Senator presents. If I 
understand his position, it is that when one man 
purchases a tract of land for $1 25 an acre, which, 
by his labor and cultivation, becomes worth five 
or ten dollars an acre, and another man_ gets a 
neighboring tract, as a donation from the Govern- 
ment without any consideration, the man who has 
paid for the land is injured, because his land is de- 
creased in value. Is that the proposition? 

Mr. CLAYTON. That is not the exact way 
in which ł stated it. But let the Senator go on. 

Mr.:SHIELDS. I understand the Senator’s 
proposition to be, that if one man pays for a tract 
of land, builds a house on it, and cultivates it, 


and another man, his neighbor, gets land without | 


paying for it, the man who pays is thereby in- 
jured. Now, so far from that being the case, the 
fact is, that if the adjoining tract is cultivated, even 
though the land be given to the occupant without 
cost, itimproves and enhances the value of the 
tract of the adjoining man who paid for it. So far 
from diminishing its value, the effect of the culti- 
vation of an adjacent piece of land by the labor 
of any man, (no matter whether he pays for the 
land or not, for that has no bearing on the pointat 
all,) is to enhance the value of the farm of the 
man who has already purchased. That is the op- 
eration,as those who are familiar with the public 
lands know. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, F think it is | 


self-evident, thatif millions of acres of land, around 
a farm which I may happen to own, be offered for 
nothing to all who may chooseto come and settle 
upon it, the value, the selling price of my land, is 
necessarily diminished by the operation. It is 
reduced beyond all controversy, in my judgment, 
I will not say to nothing, but it is reduced so 
seriously, that where the donations in the neigh- 
borhood of settlers who have heretofore bought 
the publiclands, are very numerous and extensive, 
the operation must be ruinous to them. The Sen- 
ator from Illinois has-skillfully confined himself 
to the case of a Single settlement of one man by 
the side of another. But will any man tell me 
that putting thousands on tens of thousands of 
acres of land into market for nothing, in the vicin- 


ni ecs conos «tij and fair price for-hisdand, ddes Ho 
Let: me tell the: honorable i 
Senator from Michigan, that the principleon-which: 


ity ofca man who has pü 


sach acabe you 
do gross and outrageous -injustides and * 
Government’ be unjust, and pass. such? 
this, it ought ‘to and will: make indemn’ 
whom it shall thus injures: .“ sy 
[M 


selling välue:of that mami? < Bir; 


The Senator from New: York ‘Si 
occupied much time ‘in ‘reply to me by i 
ment of his own “against a proposition whith’ 
neither I nor any one else ever made; J didnot’ 
stop him. He had evidently: never read 
amendment, though he made a speech agai 
I did not propose to give money or land “to 
mechanics only; but to’ mechanics and all other 
American citizens: “His complaint was, that me” 
chanics were not more metitorious than other 
classes: Nobody said they:were. Bat Eisay-they 
are, as American citizens, entitled to quite as many’ 
privileges as any other class of: citizens; and in 
our own country they shall always have my vote 
far anything they may ask, in preference to‘any 
afien; and | would rather ‘have the approbation! 
of the American mechanics of my public conduct 
than that-of all the aliens in the world. : ey 

Mr. President, the honorable Senator from: 
Ohio [Mr. W ane] took so different a view of the 
rights of American citizens to the property of the: 
United States from any that Lhavé ever seen pres 


sented before, that I wish to comment. for a féw 
moments upon-it. Why, sir, he undertooktosay 
he did not consider that he himself, although ason 
of the old Bay State, and now an honored Sen- 
ator of the United States from the. great State.of 
Ohio, a citizen. and a native-born American, had” 
any greater -right to any portion of this vast 
public property of the United States.than any 
German, or any foreigner whatever, That is the 
gentleman’s position, fairly stated: Sir, is it pos- 
sible that such a feeling pervades the-bosom of an: 
American Senator? Is it possible that, under the 
influence of feelings and opinions like this, we are’ 
legislating on the great public domain of this 
nation, and are about to give away hundreds of 
millions of the national property? Are we to act 
on the idea that no American citizen has any more 
right to the public domain than the-alien, in Ger- 
many, Ireland, or Russia, or any other, part: of 
Europe? Sir, whose property is it? The honor- 
able Senator seems to think it belongs to every- 
body, and not merely to us. Well, who paid for 
it? “Millions upon millions of dollars have gone 
out of the Treasury of the United States to pay 
for it. That money come from the pockets of the 
citizens of the United States. Millions upon mil- 
lions of acres of it were earned by the blood, as 
well as the treasure, of their revolutiofary tore- 
fathers. We have heretofore looked upon it as an 
inheritance of which the. American people might 
well be proud. But.the Senator boldly tells you 
that no American has a right to ‘claim any, more 
title to it than any foreigner! Rigg en 

Mr. WADE: What J stated was, thatif these 
donations were to be considered as for the benefit 
of the particular individuals, A, B, or C, who 
might take advantage of the bill, of course no one 
had any right at all to the land. I thought, how- 
ever, that as the Government was the owner of 
such a vast territory, and as it proposed to dis- 
pose of it to those who would settle on it, as # 
matter of policy it was right to make no distint- 
tion between persons who should oceupy it. . I did 
not pretend that A, B, or C, whether foreigners 
or natives, had any right upon. the public lands, 
Certainly the land belongs to the Governments 
but the Government, I take it, has a right to sell 
it to anybody, or to give it away to anybody, if 
it is supposed the interests of the Government will 
be best promoted in that way: . 

Mr. CLAYTON. ‘The honorable Senator 
thinks, and so expresses himself in substance, that 
he has no more right to ask for a donation of the 
public domain ‘than any foreigner whatever, be- 
cause he thinks this policy of the Government is 
to give it away to all alike. f 

Mr. WADE. Isay, 1 do not feel, as an indi- 
vidual, that I` have any more title to any particu- 
lar portion “of it, in consequence of bein 
American citizen, and being accidentall ji 
born, than'any other man. Wet gee 

Mr. CLAYTON. There you find him, pré- 
cisely where he stood before he made his explan- 


ation. Let me again revert toa remark which 1 
made when I commenced my reply to the honor- 


LOB 


E. 


able Senator. I know not how to argue with him 
on such a subject. We are so entirely apart, that 
there is: no ground upon which we can expect to 
reason with each, other with a view that either of 
us shall ever be convinced. Sir, the views which 
the hon rable Senator has announced, are not the 
sentiments of the American people, rely upon it; 
and they will repudiate all sentiments of that de- 
scription, When they are told, as they now are, 
this day, On the floor of the Senate, that they 
have no more right to demand of this Government 
donations of the public lands than any foreigner 
in Europe, they. will, I think, give us a lesson 
which we shall. remember hereafter. Sir, the 
utterance of such views are not very pleasing to 
those of us who entertain the opinion, as before 
God I do, that the American people are entitled 
to this property in preference to any foreigner; 
that it is their birthright, and that it is a wrong 
and an outrage upon them to give it to foreigners, 
as long as they themselves demand to occupy it. 
Sir, Í say. instead of putting down a sentiment 
like that I have expressed, by persecuting the 
«“Know-Nothings,’’ or any other American organ- 
ization, those who shall attempt it will find them- 
selves sadly mistaken. It will be necessary, before 
you can put that sentiment down, to put down 
the Américan people—the true American people. 
Before that can be done, 
“Fall many a pennon shall be torn, 


And many a knight to earth be home, 
And many a bauner sball be rent”? 


The sentiments which have been announced by 
the honorable Senator from Ohio are calculated to 
rouse the feelings of the whole American people; 
and they will hear with astonishment that it is 
considered now, upon the floor of the American 
Senate, that they have no right to the public lands 
of the United States. 

Mr. President, I ask pardon of the Senate for 
this loose and desultory mode of discussing the 
subject. I have already occupied more of the time 
of the Senate than I should have done. With 
regard to the arguments which were used by my 
honorable friend from Towa, I have no further 
reply to make. E have been superseded in the 
task which I had proposed in replying to some of 
his observations, made, as they were, with all his 
accustomed eloquence and energy, by the efforts 
of other gentlemen who have gone before me, and 
who have fully answered him. Tleave the subject, 
but (shall deeply regret if the decision of the Sen- 
ate of the United States on this motion shall be, 
that the American people, in the language of the 
honorable Senator from Ohio, have no more rights 
in the public domain of the United States than 


any alien who has visited, or may hereafter visit, | 


our shores. 

Mr. WADE. The Senator from Delaware 
{Mr. Crayron] states that I said the American 
people have no right to the public domain. I said 


no such thing; and I said nothing from which any | 


such inference could be justly drawn. I have 
barely stated that this bill carries out what is, in 
my judgment, sound policy. Tt does not stop to 
inquire whether the beneficiaries are entitled, in 
the legal sense of the term, to what they are to get 
under it. Citizens and foreiguers, all who com- 
ply with the provisions of the bill, are to receive 
so much land. The Government being the owner 


of this land, has a perfect right to grant it on such | 


conditions as it deems proper; and it. has as much 
right to give the land to foreigners as to its own 
citizens, so far as [ can see. I stated, in connec- 
tion with this, that when there was a vast conti- 
nent of vacant lands, I could not see that any one 
man had a better title than another to a specific 
quantity of Jand. I did not see when I spoke 


before, I do not see now, on what principle of | 


morals onecan be considered better than the other. 
The Government owns the land. The Govern- 
ment has purchased it. I am not the owner of 
any of it, unless the Government gives it to me, 
or E buy it; so of the foreigner. We both stand 
on the same ground, so far as I see, in point of 
morals, ethics, and law. That is what I meant. 

Mr. BADGER. As I suppose there is no ex- 
pectation of having any vote upon this bill to-day, 
and as I have also a resolution which I wish to 
have laid upon the table, in order that I may call it 
up to-morrow morning, I rise now to move that 
the further consideration of this subject be post- 
poned until to-morrow. 


|i tion to the gentlemen who are in favor of that 


if 
i 


| Mr. WALKER. Irise to ascertain whether, 


| Mr. WALKER. [I do not suppose that my 
| own views will be accorded with in this matter; 
! but I had- hoped that we should get a vote this 
| evening on the motion of the Senator from Dela- 
i ware to strike out the sixth section of this bill. 
| There is a great deal depending upon that motion, 
‘and E had hoped the vote would be taken on it 
| before the adjournment this. evening. 

| Mr, MASON. It cannot be done. 

i gentlemen wish to speak. 

Mr. WALKER. I know this to be the fact, 
that whenever there is a disposition shown to ad- 
| journ, it is always impossible, in the estimation of 
; gentlemen, to get a vote. If there be a majority 
: of the Senate disposed to adjourn at this hour of 
the day, or to postpone the further consideration 
of this subject in order to go into Executive ses- 
sion, of course no one member, and no minority 
_ of members, can successfully oppose it; but I have 
i only to say, that I hope the postponement will not 
take place, and that we shall have a vote on the 
amendment. t 

Mr. BADGER. Sir, though opposed to the | 
homestead bill, I consider myself under an obliga- 


Several 


measure, so far as Lam concerned, to give them 
an Opportunity at the earliest day to have a vote 
of the Senate upon the subject, and to interpose 
ino difficulty whatever in order to prevent that 
vote from being taken. Now, as the Senator 
from Wisconsin, a friend of that measure, is op- j 
i posed to the postponement of the bili until to-mor- 
i row,in order that Í may submit the resolution I 
; propose to offer, | withdraw the motion. | have 
discharged my duty. ; 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Tlikethe spirit indicated by 
: the Senator from North Carolina, in declaring 
! that, although he is opposed to the bill, he is in 

favor of giving the friends of the measure an op- j 

portunity to get a vote upon it. | hope, now, 
‘that there may be an understanding that, on a 

earticular day, ata particular hour, we shall pro- | 

i ceed to the vote. If that understanding can be ij 

had, so that we may be sure of a vote, I shall | 

be content; otherwise, | think we ought to sit | 

later, until the time for taking the vote shall be | 

fixed. i 

Mr. STUART. TheSenator from North Car- 

i olina may effect his object, I think, easily, by the 
unanimons consent of the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. I had no object to effect. l 
wished to do a simple act of justice to the friends 
‘of the bill. 

Mr. STUART. [ understood the Senator de- 
sired to submit a resolution. Certainly there will 
be no objection to that. 

Mr. WALKER. I hope the Senator from 
North Carolina will have no individual feeling in 
this matter as regards myself, | 

Mr. BADGER. fhavenot theleast. I merely | 
wanted to enable the friends of this bill to pro- 
ceed with it. 

Mr. WALKER. I hoped, when the Senator 
: got the floor, he was about to ask the unanimous 
; consent of the Senate to lay his resolution on the || 
: table. For one, I should have no objection to that, |; 
f but F could not consent. to the postponement of the || 
: consideration of the bill until to-morrow, to allow || 
him to introduce a resolution. I am perfectly | 
willing, for one, to give my consent that he shall | 
: lay his resolution on the table. Nobody has ob- 
jected to that. It can be done by unanimous con- || 
: sent. | 
Mr. BADGER. Well, sir, we shall see wheth- | 
er it will be objected to. l preferred to have the 
bill postponed until to-morrow, in order that I 
might havea right, without unanimous consent, |! 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

Several Senators. There is no objection. 

Mr. BADGER. My resolution is: ; 

Resolved, That the order setting apart every Friday for tj 
the consideration of private bills on the general order of 
the day, be suspended for Friday, the 14th instant. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
tion to the resolution? 

Several Sewarors. No objection. 

By unanimous consent, the resolution was con 
sidered and agreed to. 


: Mr. MASON. I now move to postpone the 
_ farther consideration of the homestead bill until 
to-morrow, with a view of proceeding to the con- || 
sideration of Executive business. | 


1 


Is there objec- 


in accordance with the views of the Senator from 
illinois, {Mr. Doueias,] we can come to an un- 
derstanding as to the day when we shall take a 
vote on the bill now under consideration. 

Several Senators. We can fix that to-mor- 
row. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 

ceeded tothe consideration of Executive business; 


| and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 


reopened, and : 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fawway, July 14, 1854. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 


The SPEAKER appointed the following gen- 
tlemen as members of the select committee on the 
memorial of the Board of Managers of the Wash- 
ington National Monument Society, asking that 
Congress will take such action as may resultin a 
plan for completing the erection of the said monu- 
ment, which was referred by the Llouse on yester- | 
day to a select committee of thirteen, viz: Messrs. 
May, of Maryland; Jones, of Pennsylvania; 
Reese, of Georgia; McMuxuin, of Virginia; Dow- 
DELL, of Alabama; Extor, of Massachusetts; Ex- 
Lison, of Ohio; VarL, of New Jersey; Oriver, of 


Prayer 


| Missouri; Prarr, of Connecticut; Macy, of Wis- 


 consin,and Purre#ar, of North Carolina. 


| to have bound the three hundred and fitty copies of the Coa 
| Survey maps furnished tor the use of members of Congress, 


Mr. CUMMING, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
“to authorize the Postmaster Generai to enter into 
a contract for the transportation of the mails be- 
tween Brooklyn, New York, and various parts of 
Europe; which was read a first and second time 
by its tide, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post. Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. C. said: I ask the permission of the House 
to havesome remarks priuted, which I desired to 


i! make on this subject, 


There was no objection. ` 

Mr. FAULKNER. I was about to ask the 
House for permission to make some reports from 
a committee; but f prefer to modify my motion 
so as to ask that the Speaker, with the consent of 
the House, shall call the committees for reports of 
private bills, with a view to their reference. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Virginia that the business first 
in order—this being private bill day—is the dis- 
posal of the bills from the Senate on the Speaker’s 
table of a private nature only. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Then I wilf renew my 
motion when these bills are disposed of, 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair would further re- 


i mark, that he has always believed it to be in ac- 


cordance with the spirit of the rule to pursue the 
course indicated by the gentleman from Virginia. 
But such has not been the practice of the body. 
After the Speaker’s table has been cleared of pri- 
vate bills, in the absence of a motion to go intoa 
Committee of the Whole House, the usual practice 
has been to eall for reports of committees gener- 
ally. 
BINDING OF COAST SURVEY MAPS, 
Mr. RUSSELL. I ask leave to offer the fol- 


; lowing resolution from the Committee on Print- 


ing: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Printing he authorized 
st 


provided the same shall not cost more than fifty cents per 
volume. 


There being no objection, the resolution was 


i read, considered, and agreed to. 


REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 


‘The following bills from the Senate were then 
taken from the Speaker’s table, severally read a 
first and second time by their titles, and referred 
as indicated below: 

No. 276. An act for the relief of Mrs. Ann E. 
Angus. Referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

No. 233. Ari act for the relief of Susan Coody 
and others. Referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, 


1854. 


f 


‘No. 213. An act for the relief of Otway H. | 


Berryman. Referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs: . HP eat eg 
No. 307. An act for the relief of Thomas C. | 


Nye. Referred to the Committee ondhe. Post. 
Office and Post Roads. AG s 

No. 328. An act for the relief of Obed Hussey. | 
Referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. : ; H 

No. 106. An act to authorize the payment of 
invalid pensions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert 
White and others. Referred to the Committee on | 
Invalid Pensions. baie j 

No. 310. An act for the relief of the heirs of | 
the late Uri Emmons. . Reférred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 

No. 345. An act for the relief of Calvin B. Sey- 
mour and of William Boynton, surviving partner 
of the firm of W.& H. Boynton. Referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

No. 342. An act for the relief of William | 
Darby. © Referred to the Committee of Claims. | 

No. 359. An act granting bounty lands to | 
Elizabeth Summers, widow of Cornelius Sum- | 
mers, a soldier in the late war with Great Britain. | 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

No. 346. An act for the relief of the heirs-at- | 
Jaw of William Van Wart, deceased. Referred | 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

No. 353. An act for the relief of the represent. | 
ative of Henry King, deceased. Referred to the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

No. 354. An act for the relief of Nancy Bowen 
and Sarah Larabee. Referred to the Committee | 
on Invalid Pensions. . 

No. 356. An act forthe relief of George Den- 
net, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. f 

No. 360. An act for the relief of John McKey. 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

No. 362. An act for the relief of Asa Andrews. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

No. 368. An act for the relief of Captain 
Charles G. Merchant. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

No. 363. ‘An act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy 
and José Maria Jerrero. Referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

No. 392. An act granting an increase of pen- | 
_ sion to Mrs. Frances Smith, of South Carolina. | 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 

No. 375. An act relative to the account of 

General Stephen Moylan. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 
“Mr. MAY. There is upon the Speaker’s table 
a Senate bill (No. 305) which I desire the consent 
of the House to have taken up, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

No objection being made, the following bill was 
taken up, read a first and second time by its title, | 
and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means: 

An act directing a reéxamination of the accounts | 
Parween the United States and the State of Mary- 

and. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio. Iaskthe unanimous 
consent of the House to have Senate bill No. 192, 
for the relief Ann J. Knapp taken from the Speak- 
er’s table, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. I will state that the bill was reported 
adversely on by that committee, and on their mo- 
tion laid upon the table; but as they have received 
new evidence in relation to the case, I ask that it | 
may be re-referred. 

There was no objection, and the bill was taken 
up and referred. 

OCEAN MAIL STEAMERS. 

Mr. MACE. I ask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to make a report from the select com- | 
mittee on ocean mail steamers, for the purpose of | 
having it laid upon the table, and printed, 

There was no objection; and the report was re- | 
ceived, laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to execute the | 
order of the House by calling the various standing | 
‘committees for reports of a private character, for | 
the purpose of reference without debate. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I desire to say that Į have 
a large number of reports from the Committee of 
‘Claims, which I desire to present. The clerk of 


that committee, however, is sick, and has taken 


i, will be no objection. 


I| sent of the House to report it. 


| to proper committees. 
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away the key to the committee room, so that 1; 
cannot get them. Í ask leave to present them as 
soon as T can get them. ~ a : 
` MreGREENWOOD. I desire, also, to say that’! 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands: 
is not now present. There is a bilin His charge, | 
which I shall-ask the consent -of the House to | 
present as soon as he comes into the House. ` 

Mr. KERR. I havea billfrom the Committee | 
on the Judiciary, which is not precisely of-a pri- 
vate character, but to which, I-presume, there 
I ask the indulgence of the 
House to have it taken up, and put upon‘its pas- 
sage. It isa bill to regulate the time for. holding 
the sessions of the district court of the United | 
States for the eastern district of Louisiana—Senate 
bill No. 377. i 

Mr. FAULKNER. I object, until the call of 
the committees has been gone through with. 

Mr. DICK. I desire to report, from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, a bill for the 
incorporation of an insurance company. 

The SPEAKER. Such bills are not usually re- 
garded as ofa private character, and, in the opinion 
of the Chair, would not come within the order of 
the House. 

Mr. DICK. Then I ask the unanimous con- 
The bill has been 
recommended by the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. ORR. T object. 

Mr. FENTON. `I have just come in, and before 
T reached my seat, the Committee on Commerce 
had been called and passed. I am instructed by 
that committee to makea report, and | now ask 
thatit be received, 

The SPEAKER. If the bill be of a private 
character it will be received. f 

Mr. FENTON, then, from the Committee on | 
Commerce, reported back Senate bill No. 253 * for | 
the relief of Alexander Lee,” with a recommend- 
ation that it do not pass. 

Ordered that said bill lie upon the table, and be 
printed. f ‘ 

Mr. MILLSON. When the Committee on 
Commerce was called, if the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Fewron] had been in his seat, E should 
have called up the motion to reconsider, which I 
submitted some two weeks ago, the reference of a 
bill then reported under an order of the House 
authorizing private bills which did not give rise to 
debate, to be reported for the purpose of reference 
On that occasion, the gen- 
tléman from New York (Mr. Fenton] reported a | 
bill of a public character, which was referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House. | immediately 
afterwards moved a reconsideration, for the pur- 
pose of having the bill referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, where it 
properly belongs. Jt is a bill of a very important 
character, and one which heretofore has been | 
always referred,to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. It ought to take that 
direction now. 

_Mr. PHILLIPS. What bill is it? i 

Mr. MILLSON. It is a bill authorizing, or 
directing, the adjustment of the claims of various 
merchants of the cities of New York and San 
Francisco, for return of duties paid on goods | 
destroyed by fire. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the | 
reconsideration can be now had, and the reference 
of the bill changed from a Committee of the 
Whole House to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; but the Chair will state | 
that he cannot entertain the proposition, if it give | 
rise to debate, for the reason that the House is 
now acting under.a suspension of the rules, or 
rather under a unanimous order for call on com- | 
mittees for reports of private bills. . 

Mr. MILLSON. I was not aware that an 
such order had been made this morning; and 
shall not press the consideration of the motion | 
which I have indicated at this time. i 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
reconsideration can be now had. i 

Mr. FENTON. I object. . 

Mr. ELLIOTT, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary: Pensions, reported a bill 
“for the relief of the legal representatives of Gus- | 
tavus B. Horner, deceased;”” which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to a 


Committee iof ‘the Whole: House, and, wi 
accompanying: report; ordered to be printed 
Mr. PECK HAM, from the Geminittee: 
olutionary Pensions, made: ai “ad Verse! répor 
the case of Colonel Willianr Nelson;: which owas! 
laid on the table, and ordered to be ‘printed ; 
Mr. P: from the same'conimittee, reporte a 
Senate bill (No. 415) “for the:relief of Phineas: « 
Nightingale, administrator of the estateof Natha 
iel Greene, deceased,” with an amendments: E 
bill was referred to a Committee ‘of: the: Wh 
House, and ordered to be printed. . ead 
On motion by Mr. PECK BAM, it was ordered * 
that the same committee. be- discharged ‘from! the’ 
further consideration of the’ petition of David. 
Baylis, deceased ; and ‘that -it be ‘referred: to: the: 
Committee on Pensions. =` uot BRE 
Mr. ROGERS, from the Committe on: Revolur: 
tionary Claims, reported’ bills -+ forthe relief of 
the heirs of Lieutenant Andrew Fenley,’?:and 
“for the relief of the administrator of Thomas. 
Wishart, deceased,” which ‘were reade firstand. 
second time by their titles, referred to à Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and: ordered ‘to be’ 
printed.. TE TEEN 
Mr. R., from the same committee, also’ made 
an adverse report in the case of the heirs of Cùp-; 
tain William Van Sears; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to bė printed. | 00 7 Seb 
Mr. RUFFIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill * for the relief of Lincoln Bates,” 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House,and 
ordered to be printed, -> _ ae 
Mr. HARLAN, of Ohio. Tam instructed ‘by 
the Committee of Claims, to ask that they be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the Sen- 
ate bill for the “relief of the owners of the brig 


i 
E 


‘| Kate Boyd,” and that it be referred to the Com- 


S 


mittee on Commerce. f ee 
Mr. MILLSON. I should like to know. the 
object of the gentleman. j PaaS 
Mr. HARLAN The owners desire to fürnjsh 
additional proof in that case, which, they say, they 
now have in their possession. i ant 
Mr. MILLSON, ‘1 donot think that any addi+ 
tional proof in the case will change my views. 
But. I have no objection. ` EEAO T 
There being no objection, the order to change 
the reference was made. on ee 
Mr. BARKSDALE, by ‘unanimous’ consent, 
presented the memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Mississippi, “ praying Congress to in- 
demnify William I. Dearing, late deputy sur- 
veyor of the United States, for the resurvey of 
nine townships of public land, in the district north 
of Red river, in the State of Louisiana, which be- 
came necessary in consequence of the accidental 
and unavoidable loss of the original field’notes of 
said surveys in crossing the Red river’in the year 
1831;” which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to, bë 
printed. : a ie 
Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on ' Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill ‘* for-the relief. 
of the legal representatives of Charles Pavie;’” 
which was read a first and second time by its tide, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. ee a 
Mr. HILLYER, from the same committee, res 
ported House bill, No. 220, being a ‘bill to revive 
an act approved 3d March, 1823, andan act ap- 
proved 26th May, 1824, ‘supplementary thereto, 
in référence to the Bahia Honda claim for land in 
Louisiana;’”? which was referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Task leave to report 
back from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
Senate bill, No. 158,°**to relinquish the rever- 
sionaty interest of ‘the United: States to certain’ re- 
servations therein mentioned, and to confirm ‘the 
title of Charles G. Gunter thereto,” with a rec: 
ommendation that it do 'pass; and I also ask that 
it be put on its passage now. 
Mr. FAULKNER. 1 object. . : : 
The SPEAKER. Perhaps the gentleman fro“ 
Alabama [Mr. ABERCROMBIE] is not aware that 
it is by unanimous consent of the Hoise that 
committees are being called only for private’ bills 
which do not give rise to debate; and objection 
being made, this bill cannot be-put upon:its pas- 
sage flow. 
_ Mr, ABERCROMBIE. ~ Il imagine that if my 
friend from Virginia was aware of the character 
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of this bill, he would: not make any: objection to 
my motion. It has passed the Senate four differ- 
ent times, and: has: been before the. House. since | 
1837: It simply refers to the title of a small piece ; 
of land on the Alabama river. It will not:take | 
five minutes to have it. passed. 
- Mge- FAULKNER. l- would remark to the! 
gentleman from Alabama,that if he renews his | 
motion after the call of the committees has been | 
concluded, 1 will make no objection. | 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Then Fask to with- | 
draw the bill. : 
The bill was withdrawn. | 
Mr. ORR, from the Committee on Indian Af- | 
fairs, reported a bill “authorizing the Seeretary | 
of the Treasury to pay John Charles Frémont for | 
beef furnished to the California Indians;’? which | 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- | 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and | 
ordered to be printed. 
Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on: 
Military Affairs, reported back bill of the Senate | 
(No. 394) * for the reliefof Seneca G. Simmons,” 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 


Ordered, That said hill lie on the table and be printed. 


Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported | 
the following bills; which were read a first and 
second time by their respective titles, referred to a | 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to | 
be printed: , 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury | 
to setile the account of Thomas Jordan, assistant | 
quartermaster in the United States Army; and 
— A bill for the settlement of the claims of W. P. 
Buckner and Pierce Crosby, passed midshipmen 
in the United States Navy. 

Mr. SOLLERS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, with a recommendation | 
that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 295,) ‘ for the re- | 
lief of S. R. Addison, passed assistant surgeon in 
the United States Army;”? which was referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SOLLERS. I ask leave to present the | 
petition of Captain Charles Williamson. 

A Memper.. 1 object. | 

The SPEAKER. It is objected to; but unde | 
the rule; it can be presented at the Clerk’s desk, | 
and referred. | 

Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on the 
following petitions; which reports were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed: i 

The petidon of Mary Young, praying that a | 
pension may be granted to her husband, and the | 
other heirs and legal representatives of William 
Leggett, a soldier in the revolutionary war; and | 

The petition of citizens of Philadelphia, asking | 
that the half pay of revolutionary officers during | 


their lives be alowed to their descendants, deduct- |! 


ing the amount received as commutation, 
Mr. ELLISON, from the same committee, made | 
an adverse report on the petition and papers of 
Joel Kelsey, asking for a pension; which was | 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. STUART, of Ohio, fram the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported bills of the follow- ; 
ing titles; which were read a first and second time, ; 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and | 
ordered to be printed: i 
A bill for the relief of William Chittenden; j 
A bill for the relief of Wiliam Gove; | 
A bill for the relief of Jonathan Pierce; and 
A bill for the relief of William Parker. j 
Mr, S., from the same committee, made adverse | 
reports upon the petitions in the following cases; 
which were laid upon the table, and the committee , 
discharged from their further consideration: 
The petition of Thomas G. Brown, of Tennes- | 
gee, praying for a pension, on account of disability | 
incurred from exposure in the military service of | 
the United States, inthe war of 1812; 
The petition of Thomas Byron, for pension, or | 
other compensation for his services rendered during | 
the war of 1812; | 
The petition of Thomas Whinney, of the State | 
of Tennessee, prating for a pension, on account | 
of the disability incurred from exposure and fatigue ; 
in the military service of the United States during : 


the war of 1819; - 
The petition of William J. Sears, an invalid | 
pensioner, asking for an increase of pension; 
The petition of James Smallwood, of Clark i 


ij pension; 


| tee discharged from the further consideration 


| 
| 
i 


county, Indiana, praying to be placed upon the 
pension roll, or such other relief as Congress may! 

grant; ` M 
The petition of Hopestill Bigalow, of Yates 
county, New York, praying for an increase of | 
The petition of Elijah Frye, _of Bath, Maine, | 
praying for a pension for his services in the war | 
of 1812; i 
The petition of Solomon Honey, of the county 
of Middlesex, Massachusetts, an invalid pen- 
sioner of the war of 1812, praying for an increase | 
of pension; i 
The petition of Charles Bissell, of Stafford coun- | 
| 


ty, Virginia, praying for a pension, in consideration | 
of his services in the war of 1812; and 

The petition of William W. Diche, a soldier į 
in the Mexican war, praying for an increase of | 
pension. f 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
back the petitions and papers in the following 
cases; which were referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions: 

The petition of Tabitha Lester, for a pension; | 
an 

The petition of Jane Gaston, of South Caro- 
lina, widow of Joseph Gaston, praying that the | 
invalid pension granted to her husband in his | 
lifetime may be also granted to her. 

Mr. EDMANDS, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on the petitions and papers 
in the following cases; which were laid upon the 
table, and the committee discharged from the 
further consideration thereof: ` | 

The claim of Wyman Badger, of Pennsylvania, | 
for arrears of pension; 

The petition of James Cowley, an invalid of the i 
war of 1812, praying for a pension; 

| 
i 
\ 


The petition of Augustus Cooper, a citizen of | 
Worcester, Massachuseits, praying for a pen- |! 
sion; : j 

The petition of Edward Cotter, a soldier in the | 
Black Hawk war, who lost his sight in the ser- || 
vice of the country, praying for a pension; {i 

The petition of Elias Bulloch, a soldier in the | 
war of 1812, praying for a pension; 

The petition of Zerah Whitney, of Michigan, 
a soldier in the war of 1812, praying for a pen- | 
sion; and 

The petition of Elizabeth Van Ranst, widow of 
John Van Ranst, of Sackett’s Harbor, New York, | 
who died in the United States service during the | 
war of 1812, asking for a pension. | 

Mr. E. also, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill © for the reliefof Zelia Rawson; which was ' 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered į 
to be printed. | 

Mr. CHRISMAN, from the same committee, | 
reported adversely on the following petitions; | 
which were laid upon the table, and the commit- ji 

| 
| 


thereof: 

The petition of Voucher Bonzinska and others, 
citizens of the State of Tennessee, praying Con- 
gress to grant hima pension for disabilities in- j 
cared by him in the late war with Great Britain; | 
an 

The petition of William Strong, a soldier in the | 
Mexican war, asking for a pension. i 

Mr. BANKS. lask the consent of the House | 
to report, from the Committee on Military Affairs, || 
a bill ‘to refund the balance due to Massachu- ij 
setts for disbursements during the late war with | 
Great Britain,” for the purpose of having it re- | 
ferred. i 

Mr.OLDS. That is not a private claim. i 

Mr. BANKS. I am aware thatit is not, but ‘| 
I ask the consent of the House to report it. f 

There being no objection, the bill was received, | 
read a first and second time by its title, referred || 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
Union, and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. THURSTON, from the Committee on Pat- | 
ents and the Patent Office, reported back Senate | 
bill, No. 260, entitled «* An act for the relief of i 
Gideon Hotchkiss,” with a recommendation that H 
itdo pass. The bili was referred to a Committee of f 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying | 
report, ordered to be printed. ` 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, reported | 


no adjournment. 


Petition of Zebulon and Austin Parker, for ex- 
tension of two patents. : 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. COBB. It is possible that the proposition 
I design Submitting, may be regarded as of a gen- 
eral character. If it be so regarded, then I shall ask 
unanimous consent to allow me.to introduce and 
put it on its passage. From an examination of 


ii the Calendar, and a knowledge of the few weeks 


left of this session, all must conclude that Con- 
gress will adjourn, leaving two or three hundred 


i| bills unacted on. To prevent reinvestigation of all 


these cases at the next short session, | now move, 
as I have done for several years past, that the bills 


i| which remain on the Calendar at the close of the 


present session, unacted on, be placed on next ses- 
sion’s Calendar, and considered in the order in 
which they were left; that the unfinished business 
shall zo over, and stand as though there had been 
Every member is interested in 
the matter, and I trust there will be no objection 
to the proposition. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Mlinois. I under- 
stand the contingency to which the gentleman 


| refers is provided for under the rules, 


TheSPEAKER. Is there any objection to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama, that 
the unfinished business of this session go over, 
and be taken up at the next session, as though 
there had been no adjournment? 

Mr. PHELPS. IT ask that the Qist joint rule 
be read. 

Mr. HAVEN. And J ask the reading of the 


{| 294 rule, 


Mr. COBB. I have no particular interest in the 
proposition. F have only one bill upon the Cal- 
endar. T hope the Speaker will explain the effect 
of what I propose when the rales indicated have 
been read to the House. e 

The Qist joint rule was read, as follows: 

“ After six days from the commencement of a second, Or 
subsequent session of Congress, all bills, resolutions, or 
reports, Which originated in either House, and at the close 
of the next preceding session remained uudetermined in 
either House, shall be resumed and acted on in the same 
manner as if an adjournment had not taken place.” 

Mr. COBB. I have reduced mo y:proposition to 
writing, and ask that it may be read. 

The resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, That all bills, resolutions and other matter re- 
ferred to the standing committees of this House, upon which 
no report shall have been made at this session, shall be re- 
turned informally to the Clerk, and shall, by virtue of this 
resolution, stand reconmmitted at the commencement of the 
next session, to said committees, into whose possession the 
Clerk is hereby directed to restore them. 


Mr. COBB. Ihope the Speaker will explain 
the object of that resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The joint rule embraces all 
bilis. This resolution embraces reports and other 
matters. 

The question was then taken on the resolution; 


i| and it was agreed to, 


Mr. FLORENCE. Task the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to report Senate bill for the ‘ re- 
lief of David Myerle,” ordered to be reported, 
but which was not here when the Committee on 


Naval Affairs was called. 
The SPEAKER. There being no objection, 


‘| it will be received, and referred to a Committee 


of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Would it not be in order 
to move to put it upon its passage. It has passed 
the Senate three times, and this House twice, I 
believe. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 object. 

The bill was then referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. MACE, it was 

Ordered, That he have leave to withdraw from the files 
of the House the papers in the case of John J. Bail, for the 
purpose of reference, leaving copies on file. å 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce the 
following resolution, in reference to an important 


i! document sent to us yesterday by the President 


of the United States, and which I ask may be re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That there be printed and bound ten thousand 
copies of the report, and five hundred copies of. the obser- 
vations of the United States Astronomical expedition t9 
Chili, five hundred copies of the report and observations 
for the use of the Navy Department, and two hundred and 
fifty copies for the Superintendent, and the remainder for 
the use of the members of the House, the said work to be 
printed and bound by the public printer, and bound in 
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quarto form under direction of the Superintendent of pub- 
lic printing, and the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois: I desire to 
know if the resolution is passed when these works 
will probably be published? 

Mr. STANTON. -Iam not able to inform the 
gentleman from Illinois when they will be pab- 
lished. 

The resolution was then referred, under the rule, 
to the Committee on Printing. 

On motion by Mr. VAIL, it was 

Ordered, That the papers on the files of the House in the | 
case of the petition of ‘Phomas Dismore be withdrawn, in 
order to their reference to a committee of the Scnate. 

Mr. FAULKNER. 1} move that the House do 
now resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar; and I hope that it will 


be with the unanimous understanding that this is |; 


to be regarded as objection day. 


A Memser. Why should we do that? 


Mr. FAULKNER, Because it would enable |i 


some twenty or thirty bills of a pressing character | it is competent for the Committee of the Whole 


: to recommend to the House the postponement of 


| 
(Cries of ‘ Agreed! agreed!” “No! not] | 


to be passed in the course of the day. | 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the || 
proposition of the gentleman from Virginia. i 


CLOSE OF DEBATE ON THE COLT CASE. H 


Mr. THURSTON moved the usual resolution, 
closing debate on House bill No. 59 within thirty 
minutes after the committee shall have resumed 
the consideration thereof. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I would inquire of the 
gentleman from Rhode [sland if that is Colt’s bill? | 

Mr. THURSTON. Itis. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Has the committee of | 
investigation made a report yet? 

Mr. THURSTON. It has not. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. T understood that 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Fau.xnen] had 
madea motion to go intoa Committee of the Whole | 
on the Private Calendar. | 

The SPEAKER. Even if that motion had i 
been made, still the motion of the gentleman from ! 
Rhode Island {Mr. Tuogsrox] would take pre- | 
cedence of it. | 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the House will vote | 
the latter motion down. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. When the com- 
mittee last rose {had the floor, and had the right 
to address the committee for an hour. I would 
inquire of the Chair what would be the effect of 
the gendeman’s motion, if agreed to, upon my 
rights? 

The SPEAKER. It would cut you off with half | 
an hour. 
Mr. 
postpone the further consideration of the Colt case 

until the select committee shail have reported? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe House should determ- |: 
ine not to act upon the application for the re- 
newal of the patent for the Colt pistol until after | 
the select committee ordered by the House shall i! 
have reported, I shall ask the House to resolve |) 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the |; 
state of the Union, in order to take up the Army || 
appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. 


The motion to close debate 


is not debatable, even without the previous ques- ;! 


tion, but may be ‘amended, The previous question, 
however, cuts aff amendment and debate. 


resolution upon the table. i 
Mr. CUTTING. Icall for the yeas and nays | 
upon that motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. l 


The question was taken; and it was decided in Í 
the afirmative—yeas 92, nays 64; as follows: 


; 
YEAS—Messrs. Ball, Barksdale, Barry, Bennett, Benson, | 
Benton, Boyce, Bugg, Carpenter, Chrisman, Clark, Cling- | 
man, Cox, Craige, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dick, | 
Dickinson, Dowdell, Eddy, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, | 
John M. Ehiou, Ellison, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, 
Greenwnnd, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Wiley P. H arris, Hast- 
ings, Hibbard, Hiester, Hillyer, Houston, Daniel T. Fones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kittredge, Kurtz, Latham, 
Letcher, Lilly, Macdonald, McQueen, Matteson, Middle- 
swarth, John G. Miller, Millson, ‘Morgan, Morrison, Mur- 
ray, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Phelps, Phillips, 
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LETCHER. Would it be in order to | 


Powell, Preston, Pringle, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, 
Robbivs, Rogers, Ruffin, Shaw, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, 
William Smith, George W. Smyth, Séliers, Straub, John 
J. Taylor, John L. T: aylor, ‘Frout, Vail, Wade, Walley, 
Walsh, Elihu B. Washbarme, Isract Washbum, Joha 
Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, 
Yates, and Zotlivoffer—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, David J. Bailey, 
Belcher, Bridges, Campbell, “Caruthers, Chamberlain, 
Chandler, Cobb, Corwin, Crocker, Cumming, Thomas 
Davis, Eastman, Edgerton, Everhart, Florence, Green, 
Haven, Henn, (it, Hughes, J. Glaney Jones, Lindley, 
Lindsley, McCulloch, McDougall, McMullin, McNair, 


Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, Nichols, Noble, Norton, 
Olds, Orr, Peckham, Pratt, Puryear. Riddle, Thomas 


Ritchey, Rowe, Rassell, Sabin, 
Shannou, Shower, William R. Smith, Frederiek P. Stan- 
ton, Richard HJ Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 
Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, Thurston, Vansant, and 
Wells—64. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. Is it now in order to move 
to postpone the further consideration of this bill 


Sapp, Seward, Seymour, 


| until the second Monday of December next? 


The SPEAKER. [cis not; but tne Chair thinks 


its consideration, The bill is not now before the 


' House, but has been referred to a Committee of 


i the Whole House. 


Mr. EDGERTON. Inow move thatthe House 


i re itself into a Committee of the Whole on 


the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, (Mr. Encrnron in the chair.) 


POSTPONEMENT OF THE COLT CASE. 


The CHAIRMAN. The first bill in order is 
the bill “for the relief of Samuel Colt,” and upon | 
that bill, the gendeman from Virginia {Mr. Surry] | 
is entitled to the floor: 

Mr. SMITH. J do not rise to make a speech 
upon this subject. It seems to me that it would 
be unbecoming in this committee to go on with 
the consideration of this case, from the fact that į 
a committee of inquiry in reference. to niatters 
connected with it, has been appointed. I consider 


to consume the valuable time of this committee, 
and I therefore move that this case be laid aside 
with a recommendation to the House that its con- 
sideration be postponed for the present. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I concur entirely with the mo- 


: tion which has been made by the gentleman from 


Virginia, and it seems to me that the members of 
this committee must agree to the propriety of the 
motion, when they take into consideration the 
facts of the case. 

A charge has been made upon this floor, which, 


| directly or indirectly, involves the probity of the 


gentleman who is now applying to this commitiee 
for an extension of bis patent. The application 
| which is made to the House is addressed to its 
discretion. ftis an application, not founded upon 
any legal right. Well, now, it is very evident that 


the House upon information which they consid- |! 


ered sufficient, authorized a special committee to 
be raised to inquire into the fact whether this gen- 


! tleman, or his agents, has been endeavoring to Í 


tamper with the honor of this House, and having 
taken that step, it would be utterly inconsistent 
for them now to proceed to exercise their discre- 


: tion upon an application for favor to this party. 
Mr. LETCHER. Then I move to lay the i 


| For, if the committee were to report that the allega- 
| tions or suggestions which have been made were 


founded in fact, that Mr. Colt is involved in that 
transaction, it would be certainly derogatory to the 
honer and character of the House that it should 
confer its favor upon, or exercise its discretion in 
favor of sucha person. The consistency of the 
House is directly involved in the matter. We 
cannot consistently move in the matter, until the 
committee, organized for the purpose of making 
investigations into the allegations that improper 
means have been used by Mr. Coltto procure the 
passage of this bill, have made theif report.” It 
surely would not be expedient for us to go on with 
the consideration of this question, and grant an 
extension of this patent, and exercise our judgment 


1 


l 


I| Mr. SMITH. 


| or discretion in favor'of this man, and then 
wards consider thé question as to whethei 
man towards whom we have exercised our favor, 
has violated the highest laws of ‘the land, by. Wn- 
deavoring to tamper with the judgment of “the 
highest tribunal ‘in the Jand. Lt seems to: mie; 
therefore, that the committee cannot welfdo’other- 
wise than concur in the proposition made: by. the, 
gentleman from Virginia. 
There is another reason why there is no heces- 3 
sity for hasty.action. The patent of Mr. Colt will 
| not ruin outfor some years yet, as L understand. 
n LETCHER. Not until 1857. š 
Mi PHILLIPS. Then there is no. neëd- of 
hurrying the matter-to any final result now, èl 
would suggest that it be postponed until sore 
Monday in December next. Task my friend’ from 
Virginia to accept that modification to his motion. 
Mr. SMITH. I will state that my.objéct in 
| making the motion to lay the bill aside, was, ‘that 


| it may be reported to the House, with the reconi+ 


mendation that it be postponed unti the réport 


i shall have been made from the select committee. 


I have no disposition to cause any unnecessary 
delay. lam perfectly willing that this‘discussion 
shali go on as soon as that report. is made; and it 
seems to me no one will object to its being post- 
poned until that time. I hope the motion will be 
agreed to. 

“The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
the gentleman that a motion to lay the bill aside 
is not in order in Committee of the Whole House. 
it was so decided, in reference to this particular 
bill, only a week since. 

Mr.SMITH. I understood the Speaker to state, 
immediately before leaving the chair, that-he had 
no doubt it was in the power of the commitreé to 
lay aside the bill, with a recommendation tl atit be 
postponed until the report of. the: select committee 
shall have been made. 


| The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair under 


stand the motion to be to lay the bill aside’ td. be 


į reported to the House, witha recommendation’ that 
i it be postponed ? 
: Mr. SMITE, 


it improper and useless, under such circumstances, || 


That was my motion. ` 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks ‘that 
| motion is in order. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. IT would suggest to the gen- 
tleman that the consideration of this bill had better 
be postponed until some particular day. 

I have no objection to that. 1 
will move, then, that it be laid aside to he reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that its con- 
sideration be postponed until the first Friday after 
i the first Monday in December next. 

‘Mr. FLORENCE, I desire to inquire what 
would be the position of the bill if the House 
should refuse to postpone? Would the bill then 
be on its passage ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill would be before 
| the House for its consideration; and it might either 
| be postponed, passed, or recommitted to the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CUTTING. As a point of practice, it 
seems to me that we ought not to assent to the de- 
cision that this Committee of the Whole House 
have no power to regulate its own action upon 
matters under its consideration. It seems to me 
| so extraordinary a decision, that I dő not think 
; the committee, on full reflection, will adhere to it, 
| 
! 


To say, if a measure be pending, and that in- 
formation is on its way to the committee toenable 
{itto act, that the committee is powerless even 
| until they can obtain such information, would, it 
| seems to me, reduce us to a condition, which, on 
reflection, [am sure members would not be wili ing 
to agree to. Therefore, with a view once more to 
test the matter, I appeal from the decision of the 
| Chair. 

Mr. SMITH. Ido not understand that: the 
proposition I made has been ruled out of oder by 
the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gen'ieman’s propas,: 
sition has not been ruled out of order. 

Mr. CUTTING. [beg pardon of the Chair; I 
thought that it had. : 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair stated that a 
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to be reported to the House, with the recommend- | 


ation that its consideration be postponed to a 
future da 

Mr.C 
the Chair, declaring as the parliamentary law of 
this committee, that it is not within its power to 
lay aside a bill, no matter under what circumstan- 
ces—that the rule is inexorable, and out of the 
couwol of & majority of the commiitee—I most 
regpectfully take an appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The motion to which the 
gentleman refers has not been made. The gentle- 
man from Virginia has submitted no such motion. 

Mr. CUTTING. lunderstood the gentleman 
to move that this bill be Jaid aside. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 move that the bill be laid aside 


to be reported to the House, with the recommend- | 


ation that its further consideration be postponed 
until the first Friday after the first Monday in 
December next 

Mr. CUTT 
the report from the select committee. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ulinois. Does the 
Chair decide that it is not in order to move ta lay 
thia bill aside, and without qualification? 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will state that 
he was informed that a week since the committee, 
pending the consideration of this very bill, de- 
cided that a motion to iay thebill aside was notin 
order. 
Chair decides that a motion to lay the bill aside is 
not in order. But the gendemun from Virginia 
has made no such motion, [His motion is, thatthe 
bill be laid aside to be reported to the House, with 
the recommendation that its further consideration 
be pustponed until the first Friday after the firet 
Monday in December next. That motion the 
Chair deudes te be in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. ft is right that the 
committee should act understandingly on 
matter. ft contend that, und 


er 


the motion of the 


gentleman from Virginia, this House can, and | 


will, pass this bill w-day. It should not go to the 

House nt all. 
Mr, WALSH. 

quicker they adjourn the betier. 


The CHAIRMAN. When thebill goes tothe | 


House, the House can postpone ita farther con- 
gideration, or put it on its passage. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If it goes there it will 
be passed, and not postponed. 

Mr. DICKINSON. { move that the further 


consideration of t 


he CHAIRMAN. 


It may report it to the House, with the recom- 
mendation that ite further consideration be post- 

poned. In the blouse it 
assed, ns may be deemed most proper. 

Mr, HOUSTON. The recommendation that 
this commiitee may make will have no weight in 
the Hovas, ‘Though the recommendation may 
be in accordance with the motion made by the 
gentleman from Virginia, yet, if the friends of the 
mensure be in the majority, they may postpone, 
or pass if, as they choose. The best way for the 


friends of the bil to get it into the House is to | 


vote for the gentlerman’s motion. 

Bot, Mr. Chairman, as th 
seem disposed to vote on the proposition, } move 
that it be informally passed by, and thai we take 


we may aci on. 
Mr. CUTTING. know of no 
than the present to setile what seems 


T 
a 


e aeon- 


ey 


; In order that th 
question May cly raised and tested, 
withdraw my rd rove that the bill unde 
consideration be aside, and that the next bil 


on the Calendar be taken ap for section. 


UTTING. Then, from that decision of |, 


G. Until afer the coming in of | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will then state 
that, in puravance of a previous decision of the 
i committee, in relation to this very bili, made twa 
weeks ago, the motion to lay aside is not in 
: order. 

Mr, SMITH, of Virginia, From that decision 
| appeal. 


‘night since, when I had the honor of occupying the 
chair. 
for the consideration of the committee. 
Mr. WALSH. Is this question debatable? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 
i Mr. WALLEY. I wish the committee would 
| indulge me merely for a single moment. 
(Cries of “ Order!” “ Order !?7] 
| ‘The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
: ginia (Mr. Smiru] moves that the bill now before 
ihe committee be laid aside. The Chair, in pur- 


in relation to this ver 
| tion is notin order. From that decision the gen 
i| tleman from Virginia takes an appeal, and demands 
tellers. The question now is, * Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee?” : 

Mr. WALLEY. Dol understand that there 
is any objection to my making a brief statement? 

Mr. WALSH. es, sir; | object. 


Tellers were ordered; und Messrs. Purtuips and 


In conformity with that precedent, the | 


this | 


Tf the House does pass it, the 


se bill be postponed until the i, 
Friday afier the first Monday in December next. | 
The committee cannot | 
postpone the further cousideration of toe bill; but i 


e committee does not | 


CAMPSELL were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 62, noes 76. 

So the decision of the Chair way not sustained, 

The question then recurred on Mr. Smrrn’s 
motion to lay the bill aside; which motion was 
agreed to. 


CHARLES LEE JONES. 

House bill (No. 63) “ for the relief of Charles 
Lee Jones.” 

Mr. SEWARD. 
also. 

Mr. FAULKNER. | would inquire of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sewarn,] for what 
reason he makes that motion? ‘This billisa smal! 
matter, and should pass. 


The bill was reported in extenso. 
;_, tt provides thata sum, not exceeding $2,000, 


in full for his expenses and services in raising, 
subsisting, and transporting three companies of 
; volunteers in the Diatrict of Columbia to serve in 
the war agaiust Mexico, 


to whom the matter had been referred, was read. 
Tt appears from that report, that in April, 1847, 
the President of the United Staies nad decided to 


; accept the services of three companies of volun- | 
can be postponed, or ii 


teers, to be raised in the District of Columbia, to 


ia battalion under the command of a lieutenant 
-olonel. The petitioner, under the firm assurance 
n his own mind, derived from a combination of 


‘the raising of these three companies, as the in- 


tually raised, and mustered, and enrolled in the 
i service, two complete companies, and all but a 


i He did not, however, receive the commission of 
licutenant colonel which he had expected. 
committee, however, consider him entitled to his 
i expenses in reishi 
pay es lieutenant colonel during forty-five days 
j from 19th April to 8th June, and report a bill for 
“that purpose. 


Mr. FAULKNER. Afterthe report which hes 


4 


one er two explanatory remarks in support of 
this bul, The committee wil perceive that its 
:: object is to reimburse Lieut 
| expenses incurred by hir 
for service in the Mexies 
morlal was first present 


i raising two companies 
war, When his me- 
to Congress, the claim 


| very ictory, made difficulties in the recog- 
i nition of this claim; but since thattime its general 


Mr. WALLEY. This question arose a fort- | 


snance of the decision of the committee made twice | 
bill, decides that that mo- | 


I move to lay that bill aside, | 


ishall be paid to the claimant, Charles Lee Jones, ; 


‘serve in the war with Mexico, which, with two ` 
: companies to be raised in Maryland, were to forra ! 


' circumstances, that he was invited to undertake | 


1 

l W 

4 tended commander of the battalion, entered upon | 
‘the werk of raising them, umd between the 19th | 
of April, 1847, and the &th of June, had ac-: 


small portion of the third, at his own expense. ` 


these companies, and to his: 


“| just been read, it is necessary for me to make but: 


©, that the | 


Colonel Jones for | 


Mr. SEWARD. Well, I withdraw the motion. | 


The report of the Committee on Military A fairs, | 


The. 


recognized, and a large por- 


with interest 


Herevest. 


i i ailowed by the War Department, simply be- 
: of the Chair I appeal, and I demand tellers-on the |; 


cause the petitioner was not able to furnish testi- 
mony in support of the items in accordance to the 


strict rules established by that Department. They 

have allowed him his pay as lieutenant colonel, 

There were then two questions presented 
q I i 


and the only matter remaining unadjusted are 
certain items of expenses incurred in the raising of 


i| these troops; and which it is asked shall be set- 


tled upon principles of equity and justice. The 
Department kas expressed no doubt of the justice 
of the balance unpaid. 

Mr. WALSH. | wish to inquire if this gene 
Jeman was regularly deputed to raise these troops, 
or whether he raised them for the purpose of com- 
manding them himself? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I will state, in reply to 
the gentleman from New York, that Lieutenant 
Colonel Jones had received assurances from high 


‘| sources, deemed satisfactory by him, that if, by 


his patriotic exertions, he could succeed in raising 
these companies, he should be placed in command 
of the battalion from the District. Why that 
promise was not subsequently complizd with— 
why he did not receive that command, it is not 
now necessary for me, at this time, to trouble the 
committee with relating. ft is enough to state 
that he did exert himself with energy, liberality, 
and patriotism; that he did succeed in raising two 
companies, and a part of a third. The facts ad- 
mit of no question. There is no doubt of the 
merits and justice of this application. He raised 
those companies, they were zecepted by the Gove 


| ernment, and they actually served in the Mexican 


war. Theonly question involved, at this time, is, 
as to the allowance of certain expenses incurred 
by him in raising those troops. 1 repeat, sir, 
that the Secretary of War has expressed no doubt 
as to the justice of this claim, as now demanded; 
and would have allowed it, but for the fact that 
the testimony did not come within the strict rules 
prescribed by that Department. This bil only 
proposes to authorize the Secretary of War to 
settle those accounts according to the principles of 
equity and justice, 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do pase. 


CAPTAIN GEORGE SIMPTON. 


House bill (No. 99) ** for the relief of Captain 
George Simpton, of Galveston.’ i 

The bil provides that the Secretary of the 
Treasury be directed to pay, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
Captain George Simpton, of Galveston, the sum 
of $1,600, in full payment of his claim for indem- 
nifieation for loss of schooner Alert, whilst in the 
public service, during the war with Mexico, 

‘The report states that in the month of March, 
1847, the French bark Jeune Nelly, of Havre, 
was captured as a prize by the United States 
steamer Hunter, commanded by Captain Me- 
Laughlin, while attempting to violate the blockade 
of Vera Croz. ‘The claimant, George Simpton, 
being the owner of a schooner called the Alert, 
was at that time employed by the quartermaster 
to carry provisions frora Sacrificios to Camp Ba- 
gara for the use of the division of the army ander 
the command of General Twiggs. After the 
sapture of the French bark, the services of Cap- 
tain Simpton, who was an efficient seaman, and 
a skilful and experienced pilot, were required 
by Captain McLaughlin for the purpose of wking 
the Hunter, with her prize, into harbor. Thecap- 
ture was made late in the evening of the 20th 
March, and the wind being light, Captain Me- 
Laughlin ordered the vessels to be taken inte the 
anchorage under Green Island, to remain until 
the morning. Before this was done, a severe 
“ norther” sprung up, and the pilot was ordered 
to take the vessels into the harbor, While at- 
tempting te execute this order, the three vessels 
were driven uoon a reef by the violence of the 
winds, although prompt and vigorous efforts were 
made vy the officers and crew to save (hem. The 
Hunter, with her prize,.and the schooner Alert, 
were all wholly lost, the officers and men escap- 
ing with great difficulty. Captain Simpton now 
asks that he may be indemnified for the loss of 
his vessel. 


w 
sW 
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transportation of supplies for the army froni Sac- 
rifitios to Bagara, the Government would have 
incurred no responsibility for such loss; but as 
Captain Simpton was called from his duties under 
his contract, by the officer in command of the 
Hunter, to render assistance in securing a valua- 
bie prize, and his own vessel was lost while thus 
employed in the public service, the committee 
think that he is entitled to relief. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


FERDINAND CLARK. 

House bill (No. 108) «for the relief of Ferdi- 
nand Clark.” 

The bill was read. 

It provides that the duties imposed by the act 
of June 30, 1854, entitled “ An act concerning 
tonnage upon Spanish vessels,” on the Spanish 
brig Gonde de Villanueva, Captain Carlos de 
Agao, and paid to the collector of the port of 
Charleston, in South Carolina, previous to the 
clearance of said vessel from that port for Cuba, 
on the 11th of September, 1835, with a cargo of 
rice and lard, be refunded to Ferdinand Clark, 
the owner of said brig, she having been wrecked 
on the coast of Florida, on the seventeenth of the 
same month, and lost, with the greater portion of 
her cargo—the amount refunded to be paid out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

The report of the Committee on Commerce was 
read in extenso. 

It appears that the petitioner is a citizen of the 
United States, and « resident merchantat Havana; 
that he was the owner of the Spanish brig Conde 
de Villanueva, of which Captain Carlos de Agao 
was commander; that the said brig, Jaden with n 
cargo of rice and lard, (part of which was also the 
property of the petitioner,) cleared from Charles- 
ton, in the State of South Carolina, for Havana, 
in the Island of Cuba, on the lith of September, 
1835, having paid to the collector of the port of 
Charleston the sum of $1,951 43, as tonnage duty, 
conformably to the act of Congress of the 30th of 
June, 3834, entitled * An act concerning tonnage 
duty on Spanish vessels;” that the said brig sailed 
from Charleston on the 18th of September, 1835, 
and that on the 17th of the same month she was 
wrecked on the coast of Florida, and that the 
vessel and cargo were totally lost, with the excep- 
tion only of a portion of the lard, It also appears 
that, in consequence of that disaster, the petitioner, 
through his agents, Messrs. Crocker & Co., mer- 
chants of Charleston, and consignees of the said 
brig, applied to the collector of the port of Charles- 
ton for relief, and that, at his suggestion, they 
subsequently addressed themselves to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, requesting that the duties 
thus paid might be refunded; but that they were 
given to understand by the Secretary that he had 
no authority to interpose in their behalf, and that 
relief in such cases could only be afforded by the 
action of Congress. The petitioner, accordingly, 
now applies to Congress for that redress which 
the Treasury Department is unable to afford, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As the chair- || 


man of the Committee on Commerce is absent, 
who reported this bill, I move that the bill be Jaid 
aside informally. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADOLPHUS MIER AND COMPANY. 


House bill (No 104) “ for the relief of Adol- |: 


phus Mier and company, of St, Louis.” 


It appears, from the reading of the report, that || 
the memorialists, merchants of St. Louis, im- | 


ported from Liverpool to New Orleans, per ship 
W. V. Kent, seventeen packages of hardware; 


that the same packages were placed on board :! 


the steamer Marshal Ney for transhipment to 
St. Louis, under transportation bond. 
fies on said packages amounted to the sum of 
$1,675 30, which have been paid to the collector 
of the port of St. Louis; that the Marshal Ney, 
with the packages on board, was, by accident, 
entirely consunted by fire on the night of the 7th of 
October, A. D. 1849, at the city of New Orleans. 

The bill, which was also read, provides for the 
refunding of the duties paid in this case. 

Mr. FENTON. I move that the bill be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it pass. 


The du- i; 


tention of the members of the committee to the 
principle involved in this bill. It proposes. to re- 
turn to the owners of imported goods, when 
destroyed by fire or water, duties that have been 
paid. {think itis a principle that should not be 
adopted by Congress. The result of adopting 
| such a principle would be to convert the General 
Government into an insurance company, to insure 
all kinds of goods that are imported to this coun- 
try, before they are thrown into the market. I 
think if we undertake to pay claims of this kind, 
that we shall have claims presented against the 
Government amounting to millions of dollars. 

The amount is not known; but I am satisfied it 
comes to a vast sum. 1 can see no justice or pro- 
| priety in the General Government turning itself 
Into a great insurance company. Vast amounts 
of merchandise have been lost on various occa- 
sions by fire and water throughout the United 
States, and large amounts of merchandise insured 
by insurance companies have had to be paid. 
we pass this bill, there will be a vast amount of 
claims of this sort brought against the General 
Government. For this reason, ! move that this 
bill be passed by informally. 

The motion was agreed to. 


WILSON AND BROTHERS. 
Mr. SKELTON. 1 make the same motion in 
reference to the next bill on the Calendar, which is 


ers, of St, Louis, in the State of Missouri. 

| There being no objection, the bill was passed 
| by informally. 

! ROBERT GRIGNON. 


Grignon.” 
Mr. EASTMAN took the floor. 
Mr. WALSH. Let the bill be read. Debate 
the bill is, 
The CHAIRMAN. 
! that this bil has been considered by the commit- 


| bill passed by informally. 

| Mr. EASTMAN. lmove that it be laid aside 

ito be reported. An objection had been made by 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Lercner,} but 
he is satisfied with the amendment. 

| Mr. WALSH, I object. 

| Mr. EASTMAN. You cannot object. 

> Mr. WALSH. Then I ask that the bill be read 

! before any explanation is given of it. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Seere- 

jtary of the Treasury be, and is authorized and 

| directed to pay unto Robert Grignon, out of any 

| money in the Treasury not otherwise appropria- 

| ted, the sum of $19,000, in full satisfaction of his 


|| dians, executed September 3, 1836. 
| The atnendment was reported, as follows: 


nee tribe of Indians and their assigns.” 

Mr. EASTMAN. That amendment was made 
upon the suggestion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ii ginia, before me. 


iin the bill at my suggestion. 


| a recommendation that it do pass. 
| The amendment was agreed to, 


GEORGE G. BISHOP, 


Arnold, deceased.” 
The bill was read. 
Mr. THURSTON. 


and there is no necessity of acting upon this. 
Mr. ORR. 


li 


Í table. I make that motion. 


; The motion was agreed to. 

| JOSEPH GERARD. 

| House bill (No. 131) * for the relief of the heirs 
l of Joseph Gerard.” : 

> The bill, which was read, provides that Reese 


If |! 


bill (No. 105), © for the relief of Wilson & Broth: į 


| _ House bill (No. 107) “ for the relief of Robert | 


i 
| 
is not in order till we know what the character of | 
| be aos He i 
i The Chair is informed | 


|! tee, and that an amendment was offered, and the | i 
ii from, except through the Indians, who stated that 


claims against the United States arising out of the į 
treaty with the Menomonee tribe or nation of Ín- | 


{| Strike out the word “ Robert Grignon,” and insert in | 
ii lieu thereof the words ‘the representatives ofthe Menom- | 


i Mr. LETCHER. The amendment was pnt: 
T think it is all: 
i right, and f move that the bill be laid aside, with | 


; The bill was then laid aside to be reporied to | 
the House, with a recommendation that it do pass. | 


House bill (No. 108) “ for the relief of George | 
G. Bishop, and the legal representatives of John ! 


A Senate bill embracing | 
| the substance of this bill has passed both Houses, | 


| I suppose that the proper course to | 
|| pursue is to move that it be reported to the House, /; 
|i with a recommendation that it be laid upon the | 


P: Gerard, William Gerard;-and Rachel Blue 
| (formerly Rachel Gerard) the only children and 
heirs of Joseph Gerard, a messenger Of. the Uni 
ted States to the Indians, who was killed in 1799; 
be, and they or their heirs are hereby, permitted: 
to enter, each one of them severally, or his’ or: 
their heirs, one section of. the: publie lands, with-: 
out the payment of any consideration for said three’: 
sections, being in full payment for the ‘patriotic’ 
services of said Joseph Gerard, and in: accordance: 
with the spirit of the inducements ‘authorized: by? 
President Washington to be held-out to such per- 
sons as would consent to carry a message from 
Fort Washington, (now Cincinnati,) in 1792,:to 
the hostile Indians of the then Northwest Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. MACE. The report in this case was read 
to the committee some time-since, and if the com- 
mittee will give me their attention for a few min- 
utes, I think I can make such an explanation as 
will satisfy every man upon this floorthat this bill 
gught to pass. : A 

The report shows that in 1792, at the instance 
of General Washington, Colonel Hardin, Major 
Alexander Truman, Mr. Freeman, William Smal- 
ley, Thomas Flinn, and Joseph Gerard, were ex- 
pressly depnted, by the authority of General 
Knox—~in a letter which I will refer to in a few 
moments—4to carry a communication from Cin- 
cinnati to the lakes, for the purpose of adjusting 
ii things in such a way as to avoid a surprise of the 
i! fort at Cincinnati by the Indians. 
|| General Knox required the commander in charge 
| 
$ 


of this fort to select four of the bravest and most 
li intrepid men under his command. The letter 
from General Knox to this commander, which is 
published in the report, states that if any accident 
|| should happen, orif these men should be murdered 
by the Indians, the Government of the United | 
States would see that their families were taken 
| care of. i a 
| ‘The commander at the fort received the propo- 
sition, and selected these four men to undertake 
theservice. They started upon that journey, and 
from that. day to this they have not been heard 


they were murdered the very next day ‘after’ 


f 
i . . x . 
| leaving Cincinnati. 


I will read to the committee an extractfrom the 
i| fetter of General Knox to the commander of the 
ifort. He says: 

i ‘ As this will be considered as an extra service from your 
i military employment, your expenses will be paid by the 
ublic ; and if you succeed in effecting a peace, you are 
baeby promised, in behalf of the United States, a hand- 
| some pecuniary reward, 
| “In case any accident should happen to you, while em- 
ployed in this mission, you may rest arsured the Govern- 
ment will make a suitable provision for your family. 

“ Bat I cannot close these instructions without urging 
you to the highest possible exertions in bringing the war ‘to 
i] a close, and of devising every proper means for that pur- 
ii pose. You may be assured that ali the stipulations of re- 
| wards you make shall be fally complied with, and they 
1] ought to be liberal. 

‘| ‘These instructions are given by the authority of the 
| 
Í 
i 


President of the United States, and are.to be regarded ac- 
cordingly.” 


‘| Iwill now read from the report of the commit- 
i} tee, to show that the families of the other three 
‘| who accompanied Gerard upon this service have 
|| been provided forby Congress. The report says: 


*< tv also appears from report No. 163, made atthe second 
session of the Eighth Congress, on the Ist of March, 1805, 
by the Committee of Claims of the House of Represent- 
atives, in favor of the widow of Flinn, (one of Major Tru- 
i| man’s party,) that provision had been made for the families 
i of Major Truman and Colonel Hardin, and for’ William 
:} Smalley. Itis but justice (though very jong delayed) that 
| theehildren should receive the dearly earned recompense 
ij promised their father, Joseph Gerard.. The friends of 
Colonel Hardin and of Major Truman applied to Congress 
for relief for the families of the deceased, which was granted 
February 27, 1793. A pension was given to Colonel Har- 
din’s family for seven years, at the rate of $450 a year, and 
$300 a year to the family of Major Truman for the same 
Jength of time. In May, 1800, Congress passed another 
law, (volume 3, page 401,) generously providing for the 
education of the fatherless children of the slain, substan- 
tially as follows: ‘That there shall be annually paid tothe 
guardians of the sons and daughters of Colonel John Har- 
din, and of Major Alexander Truman, for each gon and, 
each daughter, the sum of $100, f until they shall have, 
respectively, attained the age of twenty-one years, to be 
applied by the said several guardians to the suitable edu- 
cation of the said sons, and to the use of the said dangh- 
ters.?? In 1805 Mrs. Flinn applied for relief, which was 
: granted March’ 3, 1805. (United States Laws, voluine 3, 
| page 664.) She was allowed $518, with interest from the 
i| 15th of January, 1793, upwards of twelve years.” 


Now, the committee will see that in considera- 
tion of the duties imposed on these men, and the 


P 
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fact that they all lost their lives in the discharge 
of their duties, Congress years ago provided for 
the families of threeof the number. The remain- 
der have been unprovided for upto thistime. The j 
committee had some trouble in fixing on the kind 
of relief to be afforded, but after inquiring, and re- 
ceiving much information, itcame to the conclusion 
to report a bill authorizing each one of Gerard’s 
heirs, three in number, to enter one section of any 
ofthe public jand open to private entry. I now 
move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do pass. |: 
Mr. WALSH. Is the widow alive? i 
Mr. MACE. No, sir, sheis dead. i 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


MRS. HELEN MACKAY. 


House bill (No. 173) ‘for the relief of Mrs. 
Helen Mackay, widow of the late Colonel Æneas 
Mackay, deputy quartermaster general United 
States Army.” | 

The bill provides that $6,537 09 be paid to Mrs, 
Helen Mackay, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the same being allow- 
ance of commissions for disbursements of special 
appropriations by her late husband, Colonel Æneas 
Mackay, prior to September 30, 1838. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- |; 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Howr,] who report- 
ed this bill from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
is not in his seat this morning; but there is a full 
statement of the facts in the case in the accompa- 
nying printed report. The claim is principally 
founded on the statement of General Jesup, of the 
Quartermaster’s Department, which is certified to 
by General Scott. The report of the committee is 
unanimous; and I now move that the bill be laid 
_aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Atthe request of Mr. Sxevron, the report of the |; 
committee was read in extenso. 

The committee report a bill granting $6.537 09 | 
to Mrs. Helen Mackay, as per centage for dis- 
bursement. of moneys made by her late husband, 
Colonel Æneas Mackay, deputy quartermaster 
general, United States Army, out of appropria- | 
tions distinct from the regular Army appropria- 
tions. General Jesup and Major General Seott 
bear testimony to the long and faithful service of 
Colonel Mackay, who disbursed millions of dol- 
lars of the public money, without the loss of a || 
dollar to the Government; but the committee do 
not place the claim to relief on the ground of a 
faithful discharge of official duty, but on the 


ported to the House, with a recommendation that 
it pass. 

Mr. LETCHER. f haveno doubt ali that has 
been said by the distinguished gentleman from Mis- 


| souri, [Mr. Berrox,] in regard to Colonel Mackay, | 
is true and well deserved. [ have not a question | 


about it, but then it seeras to me there is a princi- 
ple involved in this bill that will lead to the ex- 
penditure of a very large sum of money by the 
Government. As l understand the facts in this 


pensation for the services which he rendered in 
that capacity. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. How much? 


ernment. After he is dead, it is proposed toallow 
commissions upon the money that was disbursed 
by him by virtue of his official character and in con- 
nection with the Government as an Army officer. 

Mr. ORR. Will the gentleman from Virgini 
(Mr. Lercusr] allow me to ask him a question, 


| as he seems to have directed his attention to this 


subject? I desire to know of the gentleman from 


Virginia, if this bill should pass, if it does not set 
a precedent by which every officer who has charge 
of internal improvements, the opening of rivers, 
the construction of the Capitol, and every work 
of that description, may be entitled to a commission 
npon the sums which he expends in his regular 
duties as an officer of the Army? 

Mr. LETCHER, That is just exactly what I 


was about to show. The passage ofa bill of this 


volve the expenditure of millions of money, and 
nobody knows where it would siop. 

Mr. WASLIBURNE, of Linois. If the gen- 
tleman from Virzinia (Mr. Lercasr] will read 
the report of the committee, he will see that this 
case cannot aleet any other question of this kind. 
There was a law passed in 1828, cutting off all 
allowances of this character. This claim does not 
come down beyond that. ‘The conmittee stopped 
the allowance when they came to that period, .It 
refers to this law specifically. The passage of this 
bill cannot be quoted as a precedent, if I under- 
stand it, inany other case. This isa peculiar case. 

Mr. LETCHER. There was a peculiar case 
here in the last Congress, which is quoted in this 


report as a precedent to justify the passage of this i! 


biil. 
Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman from Ilinois 
[Mr. Wasusurxe] has asserted that this case 


ground that he performed a service that was extra | 

official, and for which bis representatives are en- 

titled to a reasonable compensation at the hands 
of the Government, 

Mr. BENTON. I was well acquainted with 

Colonel Mackay, and I am well acquainted with 

his widow,who is the applicant in this case, riis i 

duties were chiefly beyond the Mississippi and at į 

the town of St. Louis, where l live, and where he ! 

died. lam able to confirm everything said of his | 

merits by General Jesup and General Scott, and | 

to add that he died without the means of defray- | 

ing the expenses of his funeral, and that his whole | 

life was one of frugality and utter blamelessness. | 

j 

| 

i 

il 

$ 

q 


Í know that he lived frugally and economically, 
that he supported his family without ever exceed- 
ing hia income, and that he disbursed large snms 
of public money for the public service, over and ji 
beyond his regular duty, without any fraction of $ 
it ever sticking to his hands, and without one dol- 
lar of it ever being used by him, temporarily, in 
speculations for his own benefit. li 
A great many persons who handle public money | 
feel that they can use some of it to their own ad- © 
vantage without detriment to the public service. 
But Colonel Mackay was immaculate in this re- 
spect, He disbursed every dollar that came into || 
his hands for the Government, faithfully holding it | 
fast, living within his income, and thet in the most i 
t 

i 

i 


frugal manner, The amountasked in thiscase,and | 
I was one of the Military Committee who were 
unanimous in allowingit,isonly one halfof one per 
cent. upon those disbursements, which were over 
and beyond his duties—the same as was allowed to 
Captain Hetzel. [think itis as strong a case as 
ean be presented to Congress; and if the commit- 
tee and the FIouse think as Ido about it, they wil 

give their approbation to an officer who behaved 
in this manner by granting the relief asked for. I 


i this bill, come nere and claim comm 


l cannot be quoted as a precedent of this kind. 


Now, J shonld be very glad, if the gentletnan from 
jllinois would explain to us why other paymas- 
ters or quartermasters of the Army would not be 
entitled to similar allowances under like cireem- 
stanees ? 


Mr. WASTIBURNE,. Because no other quar- 


termaster has performed the same services which i! 


Colonel Mackay did perform.. Hf the gentleman 
will read the report of General Jesup on the sub- 
ject, ne will have no doubt about it. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Ido not think that any re- 
port in the world would satisfy me on that point, 
because the principle sought to be established in 
this bill embraces all other quartermasters. 

Mr. LE TCHER. 
who is engaged on the extension of the Capitol; 


or if any other officer of the Army, happen to die | 


poor and insolvent, and unable to pay bis funeral 
expenses, his family may, under the principle of 
sions on the 


amount of money í 
Mr. ELIOT, of 


hursed by hin. 
Massachusetts. 


SS: 


money claimed here 
money which was paid by the officer in question, 
entirely beyond and outside of the duties which, 
ag such officer, would have ordinarily devolved on 
him? 

Mr. LETCHER. 


not for the next ten years have a case here calling 


' for the application of this principle in which the | 
| individual applying, will not have exactly such a ; 
‘easeas the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr 
> Exror]desertbes—that of an officer performing ser- 
Thave been í 
long enough onthe Committee of Claims to know i 
that, out of the number of applications for extra | 


vices oulside of his own strict duties. 


compensation that come up there in gome way or 


ease, this gentleman was an officer in the Army of | 
| the United States, and received regular Army com- 


Mr LETCHER. He received his regular pay, | 
whatever it was, during his service under the Gov- | 


kind establishes a precedent here that would in- ; 


Yes; and if Captain Meigs, | 


I rise merely < 
for the purpose of asking whether the amount of | 
is for the commission, or: 


l have no doubt that we will | 


another, it is quite impossible to imagine a single 
case in which the party will not bring himself 
i| within the rule, and which, according to his own 
‘| idea, or the idea of his friends, will not justify a 
| committee of the House in allowing him all he 
ii asks. Now, sir, here was an Army officer. He 
i 
i 
| 


i 


| took his position m the Army because he believed 
i| it a better profession than the profession of law, 
i| or of medicine, or of any other profession m which 
ii he could have been engaged. He prosecuted the 
profession which he had chosen, and now, sir, 

| when he is dead, this House is asked to allow his 
i) widow and children a commission upon moneys 
| which, according to my friend from Massachu- 
| setts, (Mr. Exior,] were disbursed over and above 
i; the original duties which devolved upon him as an 
Army officer. If, sir, he was entitled to compen- 
sation for these services, I imagine there would 
| have been some authority vested in the War De- 
| partment, or somewhere else, to allow him com- 
|| pensation for all the services which he rendered, 
|i and such a consideration as would be equivalent ` 
| for the services rendered. And if there had been 
|| any foundation for it, it would not have been here 
in this shape of aclaim for commissions for the 
disbursement of money. Why did he not apply 
i! for the compensation in his life time? Why did 
j he not apply for it year after year until it was 
allowed ? 

$! Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will reply 
i| to the gentleman, that if he will examine the mat- 
ter he will find that Colonel Mackay made the 
charges at the time. 

Mr. LETCHER. Did he apply to Congress 
l| for the money during his life time? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, No, he did not. 
Mr. LETCHER. Ee made the charges, and 
| the charges were disallowed by the Department, 
and he never applied to Congress at all. 
| The gentleman says that tnis case will not form 
| a precedent, and that another case will never fall 
 wthin the principle upon which this case stands, 
‘| Now, we had a case before us last year, and that 
1 was decided upon the principle thatthe lady was a 
i| very beautiful and accomplished widow, and, so 
|) far as Loan gather from the discussion of this case 
|| here to-day, it is to be decided upon the principle 
i| that there is a widow here, and accomplished 
i daughters, interested in getting this money al- 
i| lowed. Phave as high a respect for ladies as any 
other gentleman here, but when lam called upon 
to discharge the obligations which I owe to my 
| district, and to the country, l hold that I have no 
| right to vote away one dollar of money for any 
i purpose that is not in accordance with strict right 
and justice, whoever may be interested in it; that 
we should act here, in the management of public 
| affairs, as the representatives of the people, upon 
| exactly the same principle upon which we should 
‘act in the management of our private affairs. 
! Now, if there would be no obligation upon us, as 
| individuals, in a certain case to pay money, there 
‘| would be no obligation upon the Government to 
) pay, ina similar case; and in this ease, if it is a 
mere matter of favor, I hold that we ought not to 
make the allowance. 

Will the gentleman from Illinois be good 
enough to inform me why the principle upon 
which he seeks to sustain this case, will not apply 
| to every other disbursing officer of the Army? 

Mr. WASH BURNE, I willtell the gentleman. 
There is a law, nessed in 1839, which prevents it. 
| Mr. LETCHER. Does not the gentleman 
; know that we have special applications here every 
i day like this? And what effect has this limit- 
| ation by law? If an individual chooses to come 
` here and present a claim, Congress is to consider 
it, and if there are circumstances which justify ity 
Congress will allow it. Of what use, then, is this 
limitation by law, of which the gentleman speaks? 
| It is like the compensation of the clerks here. 
i| You have a law allowing them a fixed compensa- 
‘tion for their services, and yet they come to us 
l each session, and claim that they have done some- 
| thing beyond the range of their ordinary duties, 
| and that they ask and receive frequently, extra 
Now, there is a law agana 
ne 


‘| 
if 
4 

i 


i by this bill. 


1854. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. WASILBURNE, of Hlinois. Mr. Chair- 
man, I regret that the gentleman who reported 
this bill is not present to present this case himself. 
But, sir, | am somewhat familiar with the facts | 
connected with this matter, and [regret that my 
friend from Virginia did not listen to the reading 
of ihe report from the Clerk’s table; for if he had 
he would have seen that the objection which he 
has raised to this claim is wholly unfounded, The 
claim made here by Mrs. Mackay, the widow of 
a most meritorious and deserving officer, Colonel 
Mackay, is for services performed by him for this 
Government, which were outside of, and entirely 
disconnected with, the duties of his office as quar- 
termaster general, and which were performed be- 
fore the passage of the act of 1839. I do not un- 
derstand the gentleman from Virginia as objecting 
to the justice of the claim. He does not pretend 
that the service was not rendered. But he objects 
to the passage of the bill upon the ground that it 
would be establishing a dangerous precedent. 
Now, sir, if the committee have listened to the 
report, they will at once see that the passage of 
the bill cannot possibly establish any such prece- 
dent as the gentleman claims. It does not, and 
cannot, cover the class of cases which he has re- 
ferred to. The report of the committee makes | 
this very clear, 


I read from the report: f 


“It appears, by letters addressed to a member of this ! 
House by General Jesup, quartermaster general, and 
which are made a part of this report, that such disburse- 
ments were made by Colonel Mackay prior to the 30th 
September, 1538, and that he claimed the usual commission 
of two anda half per cent. for such disbursements, the 
service being considered extra-oficial. ‘The amount of all 
such disbursements is very large; but as Congress passed 
an act onthe 5th July, 1838, creating additional quarter- 
masters, and on the 3d March, 1839, also passed anotber act 
providing that ‘no officer in any branch of the public ser- 
vice shall receive any extra allowance or compensation for 
the*disbursement of public money, unless the same be au- 
thorized bylaw, your committee do not feel authorized 
to take into consideration any disbursements of special 
appropriations subsequent to the passage of that act, or to 


the quarter ending 30th September, 1833, except as herein- j} 


after stated.” 


The gentleman will see that this does not in- 
terfere, in any way, with the law of 1839, because | 
the reportand the bill expressly limit the compen- 
sation to the period previous to the time of the 
passage of that act. This report shows that 
Colonel Mackay performed duties for which he 
‘never received compensation. There are certain 
duties which belong to the quartermaster’s de- 
partment. But the duties for which this compen- 
sation is asked did not belong to that department; 
and this Government has no right to ask that | 
they should be performed without paying for 
them, This claim is founded upon a just princi- 
ple—a principle which I desire to see carried out 
m every department of this Government; and if it 
establish a precedent for doing justice by the 
Government to the citizen, so much the better. 

Sir, this Governmentisrich enough. It is pow- 
erful enough to powell just and equitable demands 
upon it. But itis contended that Colonel Mackay 
was paid as an officer, and that he has no right to 
pay for any other service while acting as an of- 
ficer. The duties of a quartermaster are limited | 
and defined; and the officers in that department 
are obliged to perform all duties appertaining to 
that branch of the service, and can claim no extra 
compensation for their performance. Bat if other 
duties, responsible and delicate duties, entirely 
disconnected with a particular office, and which 
the party is under no obligation to_ perform, are | 
imposed upon him, then, sir, according to every 
principle of justice, he has a right to compensation 
for such extra service. It was no part of Colonel 
Mackay’s duty to make these disbursements. 
That is the ground taken by the committee in their 
report. I read again from the report: 


< These dishursements of special appropriations are con- 
sidered to have been no part of the official dary of Colonel | 
Mackay ; and such being the ease, it was reasonable for 
him to expect the usual compensation for taking upon him- 
self the labor and responsibility of making them. 

t Your committee consider the claim, to the extent above 
indicated, a just one, and in accordance with the precedent 
established by Congress in the case of the late Captain į 
Hetzel, of the Army.” 


i 
i 

i 

In addition to the allowance which is made for | 
disbursements prior to 1838, there is an item in | 


the report of $1,115 97, which goes to make up |: 


the amount allowed in the bill. That item cer- 
tainly stands on a firmer basis, and General | 
Jesup distinetly states that there is no reason why | 
Colonel Mackay should not be allowed for certain | 


! grounds. 


disbursements he made as paymaster during the 
Mexican war, the same as paymastersare allowed 
for a similar service. In. regard to that General 
Jesup says: 

« The responsibilities of the officers of the quartermas- 
ter’s depariment are equal to the responsibilities of the of- 
figers of the pay department, and their labors are much 
more onerous; there is uo reason, therefore, for allowing 
extra compensation to paymasters which does notapply 
with equal or greater force to quaytermasters.”? 

This is no trumped claim, brought here after 
the death of Colonel Mackay for the purpose of 
getting money out of the Treasury. When the 
services were rendered, Colonel Mackay claimed 
that they were extra services, and demanded his 
just compensation. General Jesup says he has 
unofficial information that he madea charge for 
these disbursements. 

The gentleman says that it was disallowed. 
Asa matter of course it was disallowed. If it 
had not been disallowed, his widow and children 


would not have been driven to Congress to get | 


what was legally and equitably his due. J] trust 
this Congress will exhibit no hesitation in follow- 


ing the recommendations of the Committee on | 


Miltary Affairs. 

A Voice. Why was it disallowed? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The gentleman asks 
me on what ground the claim was disallowed. I 
do not know the reasons. f only know the fact 
that it was disallowed, as is frequently the case 
with the most righteous claims, for technical or 
other reasons. 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
man’s permission, merely to say that I was not 
present at the meeting of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs when this case was taken up and 
actedon. Therefore, | take no responsibility on 
myself, so far as the recommendation of that com- 
mittee is concerned. | would inquire simply of 
the advocates of the bill why this money, which 
is here claimed, notas a bounty, not as a gratuity, 
but as a matter of right, is made payable to the 


widow, and not to the legal representatives of | 


Colonel Mackay? I infer from another case, 
which was before me, and on which I have re- 
ported, that if this money is due him as an indi- 
vidual, it should be paid to his administrator, and 


be the subject of account in the proper department |; 


of the Government. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. in answer, I will state 


believe. 

Mr. BARRY. On what ground were allow- 
ances made previous to 1839, during which year 
a law was passed prohibiting them? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Ido not know all the 
Until the passage of the law of 1839, 
allowances of extra compensation for extra offi- 
cial service were made at the discretion of the 
Department. They were made, as can easily be 
shown, until Congress, by law, in 1839, prohibited 
them. p 

Now, further, in regard to the inquiry of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr Fautxner,] I have 
to state that Lam not aware of any objection to 
the amendment of the bill as suggested. 


Mr. FAULKNER. { will move, then, toamend |: 


the bill, so that the appropriation will be made 


payable to the legal representatives of Colonel , 


Mackay. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. Not being 
acquainted with the motives which governed the 
committee in making this amount payable to Mrs. 
Mackay, upon reflection [ will nottake upon my- 


self the responsibility of altering itin any way. | 
} think this committee, if they knew the circum- ; 
starces of this case; if they had been familiar | 


with the life of Colonel Mackay; if they. were 
familiar with the discharge of the duties of his 
office, as | have been, and as the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. Benton] has been, for so many 
-years; if they were familiar with his life, illus- 
trated, as it was, during his Jong public service, 
by the most spotiess integrity, and with the fact 
of his leaving a widow and children, after a whole 
life devoted to his country, without adequate 


means of support, E believe that they would not į 


look with a very critical eye into the circumstance 
whether this money shall go for the benefit of the 
widow and her children directly, or whether it 


I desire, with the gentle- | 


shall go for the benefitof the estate. : 
tribute to the memory of: this.distinguis! 
‘honorable man, let me read what. General 
says of him: ; ; f 


“ Colonel Mackay was one a 


f the most faithfdl, ihaustti= 


which he was charged, throughout bis longeservice,. was, 
; performed in such a manner as to secure for hin -1 ‘ 

bation of his superior officers, without, as far ag T : 
believe, a single exception. So well was President Palk 
satisfied with his services in connection with the Mexican: 
war, that he rewarded him. by conferring on hin: the: rank 
of colonel by brevet.” : 


General Scott also bears the highest. testimony 
to the worth of Colonel Mackay, saying thatc:he 
“ disbursed millions of public money without the 
loss to the Government of a dollar,” ae 

But I do not desire to take up the time of the 
committee in discussing this case at. this late pe- 
riod of the session. {I must confess to à great in~ 
i! terest in the passage of the bill. The intfresting 
1; family of the late Colonel Mackay, who.are.to 
ii receive the benefits of this bill, are resijlents of 
| my own town, well known to me, and. J feel the 

strongest assurance that Congress will notwith- 
: hold justice from them. ee Rs 
: Mr. GIDDINGS. It was not my intention'to 
i have participated in this discussion at ail, but 
| there are important principles involved in. it which 
t 


| will apply to a large class of cases. I contend 
that an officer in the service of the United States 
receiving a specific salary and full compensation 
for all his services, is bound to bring with him 
into the service, under the presumption of Jaw, 
| all the talent and time that he possesses. I repeat, 
that a man accepting office is bound to bring with 
integrity, his full time and diligence to the dis- 
: charge of his duties. I have no doubt that all 
į that has been said about the character of Colonel 
; Mackay is true. 1 have no doubt that he was 
honest, honorable, faithful, and diligent in the 
discharge of his duties, that he lived economically, 
i| and that he performed all the duties of life. But 
| this is a question which we are called upon to 
| decide between the Treasury of the United States, 
| and the widow and heirs, who are the claimants in 
| this case. : ; 

! 


Ic is readily to be perceived that every officer of 
the Government will sooner orlater be called:upon. 
| to discharge duties which did not come within the 
| purview of his office. So palpable was this to be 
ji seen, that as early as 1794 the Committee of 
Claims in this House, after having investigated 
i this subject maturely and deljberately, resolved 
|| thatin no case should an officer of the United 
States receive extra compensation for his services. 
i From the year 1794 to this day the Committée of 
|| Claims, in this House, have, with one uniform 
voice, so far as | know, refused all applications of 
ii this character, upon the principle to which Ihave 
| referred. This man, accepting office and receiving 
i the emoluments of the office, which the law- al- 
i lowed him, promised to bring with him to the dis- 
i charge of his duties, his full time, talent, and 
| integrity. In consideration of his services he re- 


' ceived the compensation which the law allowed 
him. If | was to deviate from the rule in any 
case, I would rather do so in the case now before 
us than almost any other case that could be.pre- 
sented; but it strikes me that we have nothing to 
do with the private character of individuals'in con~ 
sidering these private claims.. The merite and 
demerits of Colonel Mackay do not come in ques~- 
tion here. The question is as to the. discharge of 
| his duties, and the situation of his family, whether 
| rich or poor, ought not to enter into the-consider- 
| ation of thiscase. All these offices are sought with 
: great avidity by men, who were expecting to re- 
ii ceive precisely the compensation which the law 
allows and no more. And to this, it strikes me, 
we are bound to adhere, 

Mr. ORR. Mr. Chairman, 1 think that the 
principle involved in this bill is a very important 
‘one. If the committee should determine to pass 
| the bill now before us, that action would involve 
| usin the expenditure of a very heavy amount of 
‘money. Jf I understand the principle correctly, 
| every military officer who now has, or whe here- 
: tofore has had charge of the public worksy.can, 
| with the same propriety as in this case, come be- 
| fore a committee of the House, and ask to-be.paid 
| commission on the sums of money. which. he may 
have expended; for I believe—if the gentleman, 
iifrom Kentucky [Mr. Sranron] be right—that 
theses Army officers, who have charge of public 


ous, and correct officers in the Army. Every -datyowith- 


works, expend the money themselves, 
we establish the precedent of allowing commission 


Now, if 


by. this bill, where is this to end? We have a gen- 
tlernan here superintending the extension of the | 
Capitol, who, if he continue in that position tilli 
the completion of the work, will have expended 
some $5,000,000 or $6,000,000. Suppose we have : 
to allow him a commission on this outlay, what a || 
claim will that be on the Treasury? And, rerem- |i 
ber, that in this particular case, Colonel Mackay i 
had been receiving his pay as an officer of the || 
Army. It is not pretended that the Government || 
didnot pay him all that was due to him as an i 
Army officer. ; 

But I gather from a remark that fell frora the 


i 
| 


i 
| 
| 
i 


gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Fautxner,] that | 
tbere is another matter before the committee in | 
connection with Colonel Mackay. [do not ander- | 
stand what is the nature and character of that | 
other matter. t should like w know whether any | 
other portion of his family is asking for any ben- i 
efit. | should like to know what the state of | 
Colonel Mackay’s account with the Government ii 
is. Will the gentieman from Virginia give me | 
the information ? : i 

Mr. FAULKNER. I will anawer the inter- | 
rogatories of the gentleman from South Carolina. ;i 
There isa bill now pending before this body on | 
behalf of the widow and executrix of Adneas | 
Mackay, asking to be credited in his accounts, as ii 
quartermaster, with the sum of $25,000. If that: 
sum is credited, then he will not be indebted to || 
the Department. If it is not credited, he willi 
be, indebted to the “Department in the sum of | 
$25,000. I would prefer that this bill should be 
so amended, that, if it pass, the amount will be |i 
ae to the legal representatives of AÆmeas į 
Mackay, in order that it may enter into the matter j| 
of the settlement of his accounts as quartermaster, i! 
when his accounts come to be settled in the De- || 
partment. if 

Mr. ORR. 1 supposed about as much, from i 
the fact that this bill provides for the payment of | 
this sum to the widow of Colonel Mackay. Now, | 
air, according to the prima facie statement of nis 
account, he is indebted to this Government, and 
it depends upon the action of this committer, and 
afterwards upon the action of the Flouse, whether 
or not you will discharge that indebtedness. ti 
do not know how it is that his accounts are in the 
condition in which they are. ft is, perhaps, in 
consequence of some vouchers having been mis- |: 
placed, or being informal. 

Mr. WASELBURNE, of Hingis. l know the: 
gentleman desires to understand this matter cor- | 
rectly. Prima facie, Colonel Mackay is not in- | 
debted to the Government one dollar. But, the 
Department set aside a voucher of Colonel Mackay, 
which brings him in debt. A bil has passed the 
Senate, and has been reported upon by the Mile: 
tary Committee of this louse, directing the Treas- 
ury Department to recognize that voucher. 

Mr. ORR. 1 did not understand, from the gen- `! 
tleman from Virginia, that the bill had heen cied 
upon by the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr A ULKNER. ‘She bill has been reported | 
by the Committee ou Military Affairs. But E will! 
state that I was not present at the time the report 
was made; but 1 found the bill among the papers |; 
of Colonel Brssexx, after the duties of the ehair- 
man of that committee develved upon me. I 
therefore felt it to be my doty to report the bill, `i 
and to accompany it with a report which will dis- | 
close the whole facta of the cage to the committee, : 

Mr. ORR. Then the bil has nat been reported | 
to the House as yet? ` : 

Mr. FAULENER. h has been reported to: 
the House, and this report was made subsequen 
to that; and | will merely say, what I kave said 
in the beginning of that report, “thata majority | 
of the committee are in favor of recommending to il 
the House the passage of the DI; but as the. 
umount involved is large, and the justness of the 
application not entirely free from difficulty, they |: 
have deemed it proper to submit to the House the | 
papers which were laid before them, bearing upon | 
the merits of the claim, which are accordingly | 
appended to thia. report.” 4 

Mr, ORR. 


Mr. Chairman, I do net intend to | 


bating this question. 1 desire that the committee ; 
shall understand the principle of this bill. It is: 
shat extra compensation may be made to an offi- | 
see, who has a fixed compensation by law, fori 


lof the land. 
ing the compensation of paymasiers, for the dis- | 


“opinion. 


services which, although said and claimed to be 


extra-official, are yet certainly within the line of: 


his duty. The principle is a dangerous one, and 
will enable every officer who assumes, or pre- 
sumes to perform extra-officia! duties, ia disburs- 


ing moneys, to come before Congress for extra į! 


compensation; and if you admit this claim, you 
will be compelled to adniit every one of a similar 
character. [ think the bill should be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do not 
pass. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 desire to make a 


few remarks,and but a few, upon this case. This ; 
‘claim isof a twofold character—for disbursements 
| prior to the year 1838, and for disbursements sub- | 
sequent to 1848, Prior to 1838, Colonel Mackay ʻi 
was engaged in a campaign in Georgia, Alabama, |) 


and Florida. According to the statement of Gen- 


| eval Jesup—and that statement is appended to this |) 
| report for the purpose of enlightening the com- 
| mittee—he preferred a claim for commission upon 
| $135,980 92, expended in the campaign in Georgia 
d and Alabama. 


It was then disallowed. 
According to that statement, Colonel Mackay 
preferred claims for commission for moneys ex- 
pended during his campaign in Georgia and Ala- 
bama. ‘They were disallowed. Others were also 


| presented, and, inconsequence of the frequency of 


these demands, an act was passed on the 3d March, 
1839, providing that no officerin any branch of the 


| public service should receive any allowance or 
commission for the disbursement of the public | 


money, unless the same be authorized by law. 
But it is said that Colonel Mackay preferred his 


' claim prior to the passage of this act, but that it 


was disallowed, Well, sir, it was disallowed by 


: the proper officers; and it was in consequence of 
the frequency of precisely such demands as this | 
that the act was passed, and that of itself’ fur- | 
nishes a strony argument against the passage of | 
the bill. : 

But Colonel Mackay also chiims pay under the | 
act of 1848, providing compensations to pay mas- : 


ters for disbursing special appropriations of money. 


The report says? 


«Colonel Mackay disbursed special appropriations to a į 
ican war, and these disbursements | 
are conceived to be ou the same footing as payments made | 


Jarge amount for tie Mexi 


by payinasters on account of the volunteer force serving in 


the Mexican war. Congress, in such case-——by act 12ih | 


August, 1848—authorized a commission not 


eding half 


of one per cent. on all sums disbursed, not to exceed $1,000 || 


per amum t9 each paymaster.™? 

Now, mark you, here is the act of Congress of 
$839, declaring that no officer in the public service 
shall be allowed any commission for the disburse- 
ment of moneys, which continues to be the law 
in 1848, a Jaw was passed restrict- 


bursement of special appropriations to one half of 


one per cent. until it reaches $1,000. Well, sir, 


i tbis 1s for the compensation of paymasters, and 


not quartermasters; but the friends of Colonel 
Mackay, by a purity of reasoning, say there is no 


reason why this extra compensation should not : 


be allowed to quartermasters as well as paymas- 
ters. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That is what ! 


General Jesup says. 

Mr. SMITH. No, sir; E am stating what the 
report of the committee says, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Batthe report is stating 
what General Jesnp says. l 

Mr. SMITH. 


reading what the committee adopta as their own 


ments, operated upon the past as well as the fu- i; 


ture. By the act of 1848, paymasters were to 


receive one half of one per cent. as commission for 
; Colonel Mackay, : 
| during the Mexican war, it seems, disbursed some 


the disbursement of money. 


$200,000, for which he comes now and asks the | 
pay of quartermaster. A gentleman tells me that : 


this commission was to extend only to theamount 
of $1,000 of money disbursed. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. No, sir; the paymas- 


ier’s commission was not to exceed $1,000 per i: 


annum. 
Mr. SMITH. Well, beitso. Colonel Macka 


gains the amount of his disbursements upon which 


ifferent rates of percentage are charged. I call 


the attention of the committee to these two items: 


_ Well, sir; General Jesup’s let- , 
ter follows, and is copied into the report; but Lam | 


; lask this committee to remember that | 
: the act of 1839, which provided that no extra 
: compensation should be allowed for disburse- ; 


er 


The amount of disbursements of special appropriations prior 
to September 30, 1838, was $216,843 79; the percentage 

on the same, at two and a half per cent., is... $5,421 09 

i The commission of one half of one per cent. on 
| the $223,194 75 special appropriations, dis- 
burged on account of Mexican hostilities, and 
running through & year and a half, is.....+.-- 


1,115 97 


$6,537 06 


He had no right to make any charge for per- 
; centage on that disbursement. He had no legal 
iclaim. When be preferred his claim, it was djs- 
‘allowed. I presume that he never claimed per- 
= centage for disbursements during the Florida war, 
l; because it had been disallowed hirm for those made 
i in the other war. 

Well, sir, Colonel Mackay’s representatives 
claim two and a half per cent. on disbursements 
| of special appropriations of $216,843 79, made 
prior to September 30, 1838. The percentage 
‘© amounts to $5,421 09. They also claim a com- 
i mission of one half of one per cent. on the 
$223,194 75 special appropriations, disbursed on 
account of Mexican hostilities, and running 
through a year and a half, which is in amount 
$1,115 97. That is the commission allowed, by 
| express law, to paymasters, for the disbursement 
lof that sum of money. Now, what is the au- 
thority for this commission? Tt is in vain for 
Congress to pass laws expressly declaring that 
officers of the Army shall not be allowed commis- 
| sion for disbursements, if they are to be allowed. 
It is in vain to establish a rule to prevent the offi- 
cers of the country from being troubled with the 
i! settlement of these accounts, if our time is to be 
consumed, and the business of the country re- 
i! tarded, by applications which the law designed to 
put down, and forever. 

But there is a remarkable feature in the bill. 1t 
proposes to give this money to the widow of Col- 
onel Mackay. She may be lovely for aught 1 
know. 1 was rather surprised, however, to hear 
my gallant friend from Virginia making an objec- 
tion on that score, because he was one of those 
who, on a former, and interesting occasion, most 
assuredly testified a strong disposition to recog- 
_ nize the force and influence of such interesting and 
; attractive considerations. 

Mr. LETCHER. My colleague misunder- 
| stands me, and probably for the purpose of making 
a sort of side hit at me. I do not know how that 
is. I did not make objection to the claim on the 
ground that this lady was lovely, and that her 
i daughter was lovely; but J said that that fur- 
‘ nished no reason why Congress should allow a 
|, claim which had no better reason to sustain it than 
that fact, If you go abroad in the country you 
! will find daughters as lovely as those of Colonel 
Mackay, and many widows as lovely as Mrs. 
Mackay; and it would be a monstrous precedent 
to establish, that because widows and daughters 
werelovely, they should come here and take money 
from the Treasury. j 
Mr. SMITH. Iam happy in receiving the 
gentleman’s correction. F concur with him in 
; the statement that thereis not the least foundation 
for this claim. 

But the proposition is to give the money to the 

; widow. Why to the widow? lishe belovely, it 
might fal) into the hands of a gentleman who 
might seek to appropriate her. The bill is drawn 
in its present shape for the reason that Colonel 
|. Mackay died indebted to the Government. Yes, 
sir, that is the reason. I am bound to believe that 
he isa defaulter according to the official records. 
I know that the records do not frequently teil the 
truth; all conversant with the manner in which 
n accounts are settled by the officers of the Govern- 


R 


oe 


h 


“ment, know that a man may be represented as 


| defaulter who is not in fact a defaulter, He is 
» charged with the money he receives, and until his 


accounts are settled, heis debitto that amount. A 
man may therefore appear to be a defauler when 
| he is really a creditor of the Government. Ac- 
cording to the records, Colonel Mackey is a 
defaulter, and hence we can understand why the 
| bill proposes to give the money to the widow. 
Therefere, toc, it is that there is eminent propri- 
| ety in the proposition of the chairman of the Com- 


i: mittee on Military Affairs to amend the bill so ag 
i; to make the money payable to the legal represent- 
atives of Colonel Mackay. Having said thus 
i much at present, there is no room to say more. 1} 
| do not think that there is a particle of merit in 
| the claim. 


* 
Lind 
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Mr. WALSH. [| would ask the gentleman 
from Virginia whether there is any law in exist- 


ence which gives to the Secretary of the Treasury |) 


a, percentage on the $10,000,000 we have appro- 
priated to Mexico for the Gadsden treaty? If 
there is, Í will vote for this bill. 


Mr. SMITH. I presume there is no such law. į: 


There was an act passed in 1839 designed to settle 
such demands; designed to protect the accounting 
officers of the Treasury from the annoyance of 
having illegal demands presented to them; dc- 
signed to protect this House and committee from 
the consumption of time arising out of the pur- 
suit of these demands, addressed to the equity 
and liberality, and frequently to the carelessness, 
of Congress. It is weil known by every member 
here how many claims- of an unsubstantial char- 


acter pass through Congress from the want of 


proper investigation. The case now before us 


zeems to’ be one of the experiments upon Con- :: 
gress that are eo much to be deplored, but which jj 


so frequently succeed. 
Mr. STUART, of Michigan. Buta few weeks 
ago the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Smiry] 


exhibited a very earnest solicitude ia behalf of 
Mrs. Greenhow, the widow of the law agent of 


the California land commission, Mrs. Greenhow 
presented a claim to Congress for compensation 


for the extra services of her deceased husband, 


erformed while he was acting as auch agent. 


hat claim was addressed to the equitable consid- 


eration of Congress. There was no Jaw authar- 


izing its payment. The gentleman from Virginia, 
was an earnest advocate of that claim upon this 
floor, because he said he knew Mr. Greenhow to 
have been a man of honor, learning, and integrity, 
and who had devoted his life, if he had not indeed 


lost it, in performing the duties of his office in 


California; while, in point of fact, I believe he fell 


over,a bad place in the street and broke his neck. 
I voted with the learned gentleman from Virginia, 
in favor of that claim, for the simple reason that 
I thought it just and equitable that where a man 


had performed services which were outside of the | 


line of his specified duties, the Government should 
pay him for those services. 

Now, we have presented here the claim of 
another widow—the widow of a man who has 


served his country, according to the testimony | 


onrecord, faithfully and zealously upon the tented 
field. But this officer and his widow have not 
been go fortunate as to have formed the acquaint- 
ance of the learned gentleman from Virginia; and 
hence, instead of being theadvocate of this bill, as 
consistency, I'hold, would compel him to be, we 
find him arrayed in opposition to a bill addressed 
to the equitable consideration of Congress, and 
fortified not only by the recommendations of a 
committee of this House, but by those of supe- 


Mackay in the field, and were cognizant of his 


whole military career, and who testify to his | 


etry 


fidelity, industry, 


disbursements of the public money made by him. 


It is a singular circumstance in the history of this i 


case, that through a long life of public service, 
during which Colonel Mackay disbursed millions 
of the public money, nota single dollar was ever 
lost by the Government. Because, indeed, sir, 
the accounts of this gentleman are not settled in 
the Department, he is now to be branded on this 
floor asa defaulter. The record shows, the re- 
port made by the Committee on Military Affairs 
shows, that Colonel Mackay does not occupy 
the position of a defaulter before the Government. 


His accounts are unsettled, to be sure; but there |) 


is no pretense that he is a defaulter in money to 
the Governrnent, or that he has misapplied money 
confided to him by the Government for disburse- 
ment. f 

WhatI want to ask the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Surem) is this: I ask him to point out to 
me, to this House, to the country, nay, to point 
out to the widow of Colonel Mackay, 


comes here submitting this matter to his equitable | 
consideration, the difference between the claim 
advocated by him a few weeks ago on this floor 
in favor of the widow of his friend, Mr. Green- 
how, of California, for extra compensation due to 
him for discharging duties irnposed upon him out- |; 
is. office, as | 


side of the circle of the duties of 


defined by law, and this claim of the widow of an 
officer of our Army, which is submitted to our 
equitable consideration. Both claims are made: 


assiduity, and integrity in the | 


when she |! one question. 


T = 
:i for services rendered by the husband of the appli- 
i} cant, outside of his public duties. 

Mr, SMITH. . I will ‘answer. the gentleman. 
i I ask the attention of the gentleman from Mich- 
i: igan and the committee to the difference between 
the case of Mr. Greenhow and that of Colonel 
Mackay; and I am happy that the opportunity 
i has been thus given me to present that difference, 
i| because I am not satisfied with the judgment of 
ii the House in the question of Mr. Greenhow. 
Sir, on the statement of the gentleman from Mich- 
igan himself I have got the judgment of the House 
on the question now at its bar for adjudication. 
He says the cases are alike, and itis for the House 
'i to say whether they are or not. If the cases are 
alike, the House has already pronounced jadgment 


i 
i 


i 


it 
1 
ii 


| to reverse that judgment? 
Mr. STUART. On the ground that 


«6 While the lamp holds out to burn 
The vilest sinner may return? ~— [ Laughter. } 


Mr. SMITH. Oh! exactly. Very likely. 

i l ask the attention of the committee ta the broad 
|! difference that there is between the cases. 
li Greenhow was the assistant law agent in Cali- 


i 


: We all know very well that where a lawyer is 
engaged he ia engaged in a particular duty; but 
i this engagement does not in any respect absorb 
i the whole of his time, 
ii for his perpetual and exclusive services. 


' barks in it to perform the duty connected with 
‘this employment—an employment which never 
Í! absorbs the whole of his time. And in this par- 
: ticular case of Mr. Greenhow, let me tell the gen- 
! leman, the duties required of him were of that 
| character that did not require the whole of his time. 


‘her button on his coat. Eis life was dedicated to 
ii her service. And if he died in the public service, 
l! his widow was entitled to a pension. 
| Mr. Greenhow waa this. He was the assistant law 
‘| agent in California. He was not the law agent, 
“but the assistant; for the necessities of the public 
ji service, in connection with that commission, re- 
© quired that there should be not only an assistant 
| law agent, but a law agent to boot. Weil, now, 
| sir, a man might be an assistant law agent, and 
i stiil give his ume to a large amount of private 
i business, as was the case in this instance. But 


| principal and assistant, | ask the committee, and 


il ment had no right to demand of hin? Now, sir, 
law agent. Fle came here and appealed, not to 
i the equity of the House, but to their justice, ane 
‘| asked that he should be paid for the dudes which 
|i he performed, right manfully and ably, as nt 
for the Government. Fle acted in two characters, 
when the Government had no right to require him 
to act but in one. There is a difference between 
ihat case and the casenow beforeus. In the casc 
at bar, Mr. Mackay appears in the character in 
| which the Governmentis entitled to iis whole ser 
| Vices. We all know perfectly well that iinis is the 
|i fact. That makes the difference. 
j; should I have referred to bis family? 
i that the bill in that particular case involved an 
|| amendment which gavetheallowance that I sought 

for him to his representatives. Attractive as the 

widow was, I did not undertake to give it to her 
1 brought that in because I do love, I acknowledge, 


{ 
| 
1 


i 
|i 


i 
ii 
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hom I see around me in this House. 
Mr. STUART. I desire to ask the gentleman 
The gentleman says that the prop- 
| osition was not to pay to the widow of Mr. Green- 
: how the money which was asked to be appropri- 
| ated. l ask the gentleman if the bill, which was 
| introduced into this House by him, did not pro- 
| pose, in terms, to give this money tọ the widow 
of Mr. Greenhow, and if the proposition, by 
i which it was so changed as to direct the money to 
i be paid to the representatives of Greenhow, did 


$ 


| 
| 


5 


| 


hostile to the bill? 


‘against this claim, and how does he expect them į 


Mr.) 


fornia, The Government had a right to his ser- į 
vices in that character, and in that character only. | 


Nor is the obligation one | 
Like į 
! any agency in which a lawyer embarks, he em- | 


: Not so, however, in the case of Colonel Mackay. | 
i He bore the commission of hiscountry. He wore | 


The case of | 


| when you devolve upon him the double duties of || 


| 1 ask the gentleman himself, if it is not calling į 
| upon him to perform duties which the Govern- | 


rior officers of the Army, who served with Colonel | he came here and demanded nothing as assistant | 


Why, then, i; 


Recollect |; 


| to feel'the glow which beauty and loveliness ever | 
excite in my bosom; and i thought that the ailu- : 
: sion to it might influence some of the young men ,, 


| not proceed from another quarter, and a quarter į 


} 
i 


Baty sir, t ; 
think i stand perfectly consistent: “Thes 
question here is, whether an ‘officer, ‘to: w 
whole services and whole time the Government is’ 
entitled, in the face of the law, and “in the'face’of 
a failure to press his demand, shail’ be allowed 
through his representatives, at this late day itd. 
come here and claim it, eS ie SRE ae 
Mr. BENTON.. 1 wish to call back the attene” 
ion of the committee to the case which is befor 
them. A few words in relution to the act of Con-* 
gress in 1838, which has been so often quoted” 
here. Now, sir, neither the words themselves” 
upen their face, or upon their history, will bear 
the construction or the application which has 
been ziven to them. Neither upon their face, nor 
upon the history of the times, is there any sort 
i of relation to ihe construction which is sought to 
be put upon them. ji ; nET 
The words of the act are: 
‘ No extra compensation Gr allowanco sha!l be mada “to 
any officer in any branch of the public service, except ‘the 
seme be authorized by law.” i y 4 
- Now, sir, what was the evil which thát'act wag 
designed to remedy? What was the evil? ‘Sirsi 
was colemporary with that act. I donotclaim to 
understand it better than others because’ i drew it, 
but | leave it to explain itself.’ Tsay | Was co- 
temporary with that act; and what was the design 


£ 
[i 


Siy 


of it? It was not made ns a restraint upon Cone 
gress. No, sir; it was made asa restraint upon 


departmental allowances; that, and nothing else 
under God’a heaven, but departmental allowances 


i 
i 
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stop this departmental allowa: 
cretion, : 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Ifthe gent 
allow me, 1 desire to ask him a question. I take 
it for granted that he is familiar with this law of 
1839, and I ask him if it was not intended with 
a view of putting down these allowances, these 
claims, these demands? ; 

Mr. BENTON. No, sir. Not these claims; 
not these demands. The gcenideran used the right 
word first, when he said “allowances, and show- 
ances are very different from claims. It was gee 
signed to prevent the use of discretionary power 
at the Departments in these. allowances.” They. 
had a. way of allowing, more or Jess, different 
sums to different persons, according’ to their 
fancies; and we stopped that, The law war td 
| apply to them, and not to single. individual cases. 
The law applied to departmental discretion alone, 
leaving Congress to do as they please. 

My, SMITH. But the language of the law 
indicates that it was intended to prevent just such 
demands as this. 

Mr. BENTON., Read the law, ge 

Mr. SMITH. Iwill. It reads as follows: 

s No officer in any branch of the public service shall re- 
| ceive any extra allowance or compensation for the disburse- 

ent of public money, unless the same be authorized by 
law.” . 

I think this law intended to prevent these de- 
mands from being made to Congress, as well as 
to the Departments. Of course ‘Congress hae 
power over the whole questien. Nobody dis- 
putes that. : . 

Mr. BENTON, I now quit this subject, hav- 
ing shown thet that act was made to operate upon 
departmental discretion, and not upon sh j exite 
ing law. it does not repeal any existing law 
under which extra allowances might be made. IY 
does not underteke to prevent Congress from’ 
| making such allowances as they may think proper 
i! hereafter. [t leaves the whole matter open to Con- 
j gress. Instead of permitting these officers to get 
their allowances at the Departments, it permita 
them to come here and get their allowances by 
law. ` í 

Now, ons word with respect to 


st 


i} 
H 


Colonel Mag- 


i 
ie 
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ER f : S ee : 
kay. Jcis.a hard thing for a man like him—a || Congress has-been struggling for years, to the 
utmost of its capacity, to manage so as to get clear 


| 


man who fought his country’s battles, and lived 
an honorable and patriotic life—now in his grave, 
to be called a defaulter. Sir, it will not stick. 
An honester man never was created in the world; 
nor. one more patriotic; nor one who lived more 
void of offense, before God and man, more punc- | 
tilious in discharging every duty that belonged to i 
him, publicand private, social and political, To | 
call such a man “a defaulter” in the Congress of i 
the United States, isto use words that will not! 
stick; thereis no power that can make them stick. 
L drive them back with the indignant feelings 
which a man ought to have when he sees the dead 
attacked inthis way—the dead to whom he was 
attached in life, and whose memory he respects. 
Now, as for his widow, her name and person 
have been lightly handled here. She is not a wo- 
man to be lightly handled anywhere. Sheisa i 
matron, an aged woman, the mother of a numer 
ous family, to whose care she has devoted her life. 
She is entitled to be spoken of respectfully, and | 
not with levity anywhere, but especially in the | 
American Congress. f 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. lam one of those, | 
Mr. Chairman, who make it a rule, if 1 can, ! 
always to bein the right; and in the right not only | 
in fact and principle, but in feeling. This commit- | 
tee and the gentleman all heard me make an ex- 
planation, which was wholly unnecessary in refer- | 
ence to the character of these defaults, Does not || 
the committee remember that | went into a state- |) 
ment as to how defaults appeared to exist and be | 
j 
| 


outstanding against a party, when in truth there | 
was really no default. For instance, if 1, as dis- | 
bursing officer, receive $100,000 from one of the 
accounting officers, Lam charged with it, and until || 
I settle my accounts, l am debtor to that amount. i 
If any item of my account is disallowed, Tama || 
defaulter in the technical language of the day. L 
made this explanation because it was not my de- || 
sire to see the slightest injustice done the dead. 
Every member of the committee wil] remember it. 
Very few persons would have resorted to that | 
precaution, [did not say one word against the | 
character of Colonel Mackay. I assumed that | 
he was all that was claimed for him, a gallant, ; 
faithful, upright oficer. SuN E said that there ;' 
was no law aurhorizing the claim, none whatever. 
Mr. LINDLEY. Frise to a question of order. | 
I beheve that the gentleman has spoken once or ; 
twice on this subject already. 
Mr. SMITH. I hope l 
proceed, 
Mr. LINDLEY. 
progress. ; i 
Mr. ORR. When the gentleman from Vir- |: 
ginia rose, nobody else sought the floor, and he. 
as now entided to tt. i 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘Phe Chair decides that jj 
the gentleman is entided to the foor. i 
Mr. SMITH. fam surprised that the gentle- i|! 
man from Missouri [Mr. Linpuey] should have | 
come into the play at so late a day. 
Now, the act of 1839, Mr. Chairman, expressly | 
says that no officer in the pubiic service shall re- ii 
ceive any extra compensation for disbursements of `| 
public money, unless the same be authorized by ij 
law. Can human language be more compre- |; 
hensive? ‘ No officer shall receive any sum of: 
money for any extra service, unless it be author- | 
ized by law.” This, unqaestionably, is the law. ;; 
The gentleman from Missouri informs us that | 
that law is no restraint upon Congress. Why, I 
am very much obliged to the gentleman for telling 
me that. tt put mein mind ofan old judge, who 
was fond of a good dinner and a bottle of wine 
under his belt afterward, who, being called on to 
hold a session of the court after dinner, and see- 
ing some young lawyers emptying their green 
bugs, said significantly, “Well, young gentlemen, 
please remember that we know something. Fi 
would say to the aged gentleman from Missouri, | 
that F really thought when he told the committee | 
jt was not bound by this law, that it could pass 
this bili notwithstanding; that this was a matter 
addressed to our discretion, over which we had | 
egutrol: that he might remember we knew that 


i 


may be allowed to i 


1 desire to see our business i 


| 
i 
i 


fet. No member of the committee is so badly |! 
enlightened as not to know that. Nobody raises | 


agurstion on it. But Cask him if he imagines for :/ 
a moment, that when this law was passed, it) 


was intended. to transfer this question of thel civilians employed to do this duty. And yet the 
gentleman from Missouri parades this before the i 


allowances. of accounting officers to this Hall. i 


gentleman from Missouri, this law of 1839 was 


‘and the most unfit of any in the world to decide | 


; Mackay charged a per centage for disbursin 


| mysel in command of the army operating against the Creek 


i and if a public officer appears to be faithful, why 


fact that Colonel Mackay is a defaulter to me 


ii disposition to get rid of the resposibility, good or 


l tinetly understood, that Lam not to be driven from 
‘display of passion or an affectation of indignation. 


` ceeded in getting hold of a work which proves my | 
: assertion, 


‘| overit. 


agents, civil and military, employed in the engi- 
: neer and other departments of the Army. 


| six dollars per day, and one per cent. on money 


| per cent. on money distributed; two and one half | 
| per cent. on disbursements, five per cent. on dis- 


i was to prevent all this that the act was passed | 


of these demands. According to the logic of the 
intended to transfer this troublesome business 
ack to Congress. it was not the purpose toset- 
tle this thing, to lay down a rule that should effect- 
ually settle these questions of allowances, but it 
was simply the purpose to transfer them from one 
department of the Government having charge of 
such matters, to another—the most cumbersome 


them, | 

One word more, and F will conclude my re- 
marks. [Tdnvire the attention of the commitiee to | 
the following letter of General Jesup, appended to 
the report made in this case: f 


QUARTERMASTER GeNrRAL’s OFFICE, ? 

WAsHiNGTON Crry, December 22,1853. $ 

Sır: T have received your fetter dated yesterday, There | 

jis no official evidence in this office, thatthe kue Colonel | 
special appro 
priations for carrying on the Florida and Creek wars; but 
| have unothcial information from the Third Auditor’s of 
fice, that he charged a per centage for disbursing §195.980 
92, dnring the campaign in Georgia and Ainbama, 1836, 
which it appeared was disallowed. Being then in the field 


Indians, I kwow the Colonel was there, and that he dis- 
bursed targe snms of money ; and that he performed his 
duties most faithiully and efiicienty. 
T have the honar to be, sir, your most Obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, Quartermaster General. 
Hon, Excoiu B. Wasupurne, House of Representatives, 
Washington City. 


That brings me to the consideration of another 
Ifa man is faithful, according to the logic 


have them. What is the difference between the | 
gentleman from Missouri and myself in respect to | 
this? He means to establish a scale of rewards; 


he is to have extra allowance, but if he is not | 
faithful, then he is not to have it. i 

Permit me hereto say, that | would not cast one 
word of reflection upon the lady of Colonel Maskay; 
and I would not utter one word which would bring 
a single regret to the bosom of anyone. Is ita 


Treasury? Sir, itis so. 
Mr. BENTON. his not so. i 
Mr. SMITH. ‘The gentleman from Missouri | 

says itis notse. But, Í appeal to the record for | 

the fact. The record tells you that the fact is as 

l have stated. | 
Mr. BEN TON. Then the record is false. 

Mr. SMITH. I hope from my soul that it is 

false. But the very character of this bill shows a f 


bad. ‘Phat in itself is sufficient, Lsay, to satisfy | 
us tbat the record js not false. 

But the gentleman from Missouri tells us that 
Colonel Mackay was a man to whom this thing 
could not stick. Tle [Mr. Benron] has certainly 
exhibited here a degree of feeling, very amiable 
and praiseworthy in a friend, bui not exactly ger- 
mane to one who is engaged in legislation. Tam 
one of those who have always listened with 
pleasure to the gentleman from Missouri. 1} 
always love to do so. Bot still, T wish to be dis- 


the position I take, through a sense of duty, by a 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. Chairman, I have suc- | 


It tells the whole story. I know the 
astonishment with which the committee will Jook 
itis the “ Biennial Register of the United 
States, for 1838.” It is a list of officers and 


Here 
you find allowances made to officers at the rate of | 


distributed by them; ten dollars per day, and five | 


H 


bursements, and so on, page after page. And it 
cutting off allowances. il 

Mr. SMITH.. One word will dispose of this | 
evidence. There is not the name of a military | 
officer in the whole list. They are all agents, | 


committee, as if the names in that Register were 
those of Army officers. 

[Cries of “t Question!’ “ Question P’] 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move to amend the bill 
by making the appropriation payable to the legal 
representatives of Colonel Mackay, instead of to 
his widow. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
FAULKNER, 

Mr. SPRATTON. Iask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. PRESTON 
and WHEELER were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 41, noes 81. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. WASELBURNE, of NMiiaois. } movethat 
the bili be laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 


DAVID C. CASH AND GILES U, ELLIS. 


House bill (No. 171) “for the relief of David 
C. Cash and Giles U. Elis.” 

The bill and report were read through, The 
bill provides that the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to pay, out ofany money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to David C. Cash, 
late lieutenant, and Giles U. Ellis, private, in 
the Seminole war in Florida, whatever may be 
due them on the muster-rolis for military services 
in said war. 

it appears from the report, that the memorial- 
ists served in the war with the Seminoles in 
Florida, the former as a lieutenant, and the latter 
as a private. That they were deputed, with the 
concurrence and approbution of their respective 
commanders, to assist the regimental quartermas- 
ter and commissary of subsistence, Richard R., 
Crum, in the receipt and disbursement of sup- 
plies; the former at Fort Crane, and the latter at 
Fort Gilliland. : 

That they received supplies from time to time 
from the acting quartermaster of the United 
States Army and the acting commissary of sub- 
sistence, and placed the same in the public store- 
houses of their respective stations, signing re- 
ceipts and vouchers for the same. D. C. Cash 
signing as “acting assistant commissary,” and 
Giles U. Ellis as * assistant quartermaster at Fort 
Gilldand.’? 

it also appears, that although signing rceeipts 
in this form, they considered themselves as acung 
merely in the capacity of agents of Crum, and 
responsible to him alone. 

It also appears that they well and truly dis- 
charged their duties as the agents of the said 
Crum, receiving the supplies, and disbursing them, 
upon regular requisitions, to the troops in ser- 
vice, and (in pursuance of law) to the suffering 
inhabitants; and that, at the expiration of the 
performance of their duty, they accounted to R. 
R. Crum, the regimental quartermaster aforesaid, 
delivering to him all the receipts, invoices, requi- 
sitions, and other vouchers covering their issues, 
and which vouchers were made out in his name. 


; That they had not supposed themselves lable for 


the property to any one other than Crum, alleging 
that they had received no authority whatever to 
actin their own names as agents of the Govern- 
ment, either in the quartermaster or commissary ’s 
department. 

And yet, when, after the war, they applied for 
the pay due them on the muster-rolls for their 
military services, they were met by an offset of 
this very publie property which years before 
they had disbursed under orders from a regularly 
recognized quartermaster, and to whom, as before 
stated, they had fully accounted. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the committee 
do now rise. * 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. MAXWELL. Ido not know what was 
the ground of objection to this bill when it was 
up before; but, taking it for granted that it was 
made because of the state of things existing atthe 
time, and because members were not aware of the 
facts of the case, I now move that it be laid aside 
io be reported to the Honse, with a recommend- 


| ation that it do pass. 


The motion was agreed to. 
BALANCE DUE NEW YORK. 
House bill (No. 110) ‘authorizing the pay- 


| ment of balance of the property accounts between 


the United States and the State of New York, for 


1854. 
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military stores in the war of 1812,” was taken 
up. : . i f S 
The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 


of the Treasury to pay to the Governor of the : 


State of New York the sum of $11,929 45, that 
being the balance due said State arising out of 


issues of military stores by said State to officers of |: 
tlie United States Army, and to volunteers and ;į 


militia in the service of the United States during 


the war with Great Britain, declared in the year || 


1812.. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I have had that bill very 


carefully examined at the War Department, and | 
J can state that there is due to the State of New ii 


York, as appears by the records of that Depart- 
ment, the sum of $11,928 45. In order to a per- 
fect understanding of the case, l ask for the read- 
ing of a letter from Colonel Craige, which I send 
to the Clerk’s desk. 


The letter was read, as follows: 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, February, 23, 1853. 


Sır: Tn answering the letter addressed to you on th: 19th 
instant by the Hon. Mr. Fish, of the Senate, in relation to 


an acconnt between the United States and the State of New || 
York, for arms and ammunition furnished during the war | 
of 1312, and which letter you have referred to this office for | 


a report thereon, it seems necessary to go briefly into the 
history of the account. 

tt appears from the records of this office, that Major 
Daliba, of ne Ordnance Department, having been directed, 


York, Connecticut, and Vermont, for arms due those Siates 
unier the law of 1808, reported that the State of New York 
charged against the United States arins and stores delivered 
by the State during the war of 1812 to militia in the service 
of the United States. That he was then directed to state 
the acconnt in two parts; first, of arms delivered to the 
State under the act of 1808; second, of arins and stores deliv- 
ered or received by either party, with the apparent balance, 
and remarks. 

in 1818 Major Daliba made a report under the second 
hd. On the 4th of September, 1822, be was informed 


that material errors had been discovered in his statement, ; 


and he was required to make a reéxamination. Abstracts 
of the articles embraced in the accounts were at the same 
time sent to him, among which was one embracing stores 
captured by the enemy 3 and he was directed to communi 
cate with the agent acting for the State of New York. 
Nothing, however, appears to have been done under these 
isstructions by Major Datiba; and all the papers were re- 
turned by him upon his resignation, 

On the 25th of May, 1825, Major Taleott was written to 
from this office, sending him the abstract that had been sent 

èto Major Daliba, informing him of all that had been dove in 
relation to the settlement, and authorizing him to setye the 
account, No definitive settlement, however, appears to 
have been made. 

Among the papers in the case, there is a rough draft of 
the proceedings at several meetings on this subject in 1831, 
between Major Talcott and General Muir, commissary 
generat of the State of New York, which is authenticated 
by their signatures, agreeing to the allowance of various 
items, and suspending others for further evidence, 

Batit is said that General Muir died before the matter 
was closed. 


eame to this office with authority to act for the State in ef- 
fecting asettlement. That General Talcott, then head of 
the office, put all the papers in the hands of Major Bender, 
the echiefelerk, to be examined between him aud General 
Le ‘That they agreed upon a statement of the account, 
avd astatement of the balances on each side to be valued 


in money, in order to offset one by the other, as far as it į 


would go, and with the understanding that the balance thus 
found due the State* should be paid in muskets, at the 
established rates. But the statements thus agreed upon 


were never examined by General Talcott, or submitted by | 


him to the War Department, and still remain unacted 
upon. 
1 am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant, 
H. K. CRAIG, Colonel of Ordnance. 
Hon. O. M. Conran, Secretary of War. 


* 11,929 45, equivalent to 917 8.13 muskets. 
Mr. FAULKNER. It will be for the commit- 


tee to determine whether the act shall be executed, 
by ordering the guns to be surrendered to the State 
of New York, or whether an equivalent shall be 
surrendered in money. Iwill only state that we 


havea large surplus of muskets—something like | 


seven hundred thousand. 

Mr. FENTON. I desire to make a few re- 
marks on the bill under consideration. Early in 
the present session, I appeared before the Secretary 
of War, in company with the inspector general 
of the State of New York, for the purpose of 
making some investigation, and inquiring in rela- 
tion to this matter, and, if possible, draw the 
amonnt from the Treasury that should appear due 
and unpaid said State. 

I then learned that in 1850 and 1851, the com- 
missary general and adjutant general of the 
State of New York had been delegated by the 
Executive, under legislative authority, to appear 
before the Secretary of War, and adjust this matter 


F learn that in the summer of 1850. General i; 
Daniel Lee, commissary general of the State of New York, | 


: between the State of New York and the Uni- 
l 
i. arising out of the issue of. military stores and 
munitions of war during the war of 1812, to the 
Army of the United States andthe militia of the 
State of New York, then in. the service of the 
United States. 

The adjutant general, 
i Legislature of the State of New York, says, 
after a thorough and protracted investigation, it 
i} was admitted and agreed upon by the officers of 
ithe Ordnance Department, on the part of the 
United States, that there was due to the State of 
New York a balance of $21,861 85; but that the 
| Secretary of War doubted his authority to settle 
! this balance without a special act of Congress. 
| This act was then the authority required on the 
i part of the Secretary of War to terminate this 
| long-delayed payment. Failing to then make 
| application to Congress, Governor Seymour, in 
i; December last, deputed the new inspector general 
I| [W. L. G. Smith] to proceed to Washington, and 
endeavor to bring it to a close. ` 
1 I accompanied the inspector on that mission, 
and on appearing before the colonel of the Ord- 
nance Department, [Colonel Craig,] we found, to 
| our great surprise, that the sum had been adjust- 
ed, or rather the balance struck, $11,892; and 


ter had been examined on the part of Major Ben- 
der, Colonel Lee, and the Secretary of War, and 
satisfactory conclusions arrived at, so far as the 
War Department was concerned—however severe, 
and perhaps unjust to the State of New York—it 
was better to let it remain so, and to ask Congress 
to pass an act authorizing the Secretary of War 
to pay the amount thus agreed upon. 

It is unnecessary, perhaps, for me to inform 
gentlemen of the committee that the militia laws 
of the State of New York have recently undergone 
thorough and complete revision, and that the mili- 
| tary force of the State is under entire reorganiza- 
tion and reconstruction, not only in discipline, but 
in equipments, arms, &c.; so thata payment of 
į this sam in muskets would be utterly useless to 
| our military force, and entirely lost to the State. 
We have already a large quantity of antiquated 
arms and munitions; and, inasmuch as this debt 
was incurred forty-two years ago, and the State 
has been, for the last twelve years, making inef- 
fectual efforts to procure a settlement, the commit- 
tee will see the propriety and justice of disposing 
of this matter at once, by authorizing the Secretary 
of War to pay this sum in money. [tis not asked 
to increase the amount—though far less than the 
amountto which she is entitled in all probability— 
but simply authorize the payment of a sum en- 
tirely satisfactory to the War Department. 

I hope, therefore, no gentleman will interpose 
an objection; hearing none, I move the biil be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAMELA BROWN. 


House bill (No. 176) “ for the relief of Pamela 
Brown, the widow of Major General Jacob Brown, 
late of the United States Army, deceased.” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Secrétary of the Interior shall place upon the roll 
of pensioners the name of Pamela Brown, at the 
rate of thirty dollars per month, &c. 

Mr. KNOX. I desire to offer an amendment 
to the bill. Perhaps it may not be improper to 
say, so that the committee may understand it 
more fully, that the amendment which | propose 
is, in substance, a bill, which [am told passed the 


widow of the late Major General Brown a larger 
pension than that reported by the committee, and 
that which is contained in this bill. I beg the 
attention of the committee to the facts which are 


will listen to it, the case will be fully argued. 

Mr. BRIDGES. The gentleman who reported 
the bill (Mr. Henpricks] is absent. I have had 
some conversation with him upon the subject, and [ 
believe Į stand in the same relation to this bill as 
the gentleman who offered the amendment. I 
believe the pension ought to be increased, and I 
shall be with him upon that question whenever it 
comes up in committee. But out of courtesy to 
the gentleman who reported the bill, I was going 


| ted States—for:property balances due said State, || 


in his report to  the=| 


the adjutant general, after some delay and much | 


Qist July, 1817, to settle the accounts of the States of New f hesitation, came to the conclusion, that as the mat- 


Senate without opposition, and which gives to the | 


set forth in this report, because, if the committee į 


| 
l 
it 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


_vead.”"] 


l! day of January, 1838, and coutinue during her natural 


to ask that the bill be passed over informally 
that gentléman’s return, 05 Tn 
[Cries of “ No!” and 


tt Letthe amendm 
The amendment was- reported, as follows: 
Strike out all that part of the bill which /relatés: to 
amount.of pension, and insert.in lieu thereof the followin 
And to pay her a pension atthe rate of ane half. the 
per month to which hersaid husband was eutiled atthe 
time of his death; said. pension to commence on the firs 


The amendment was agreed to. ; ; 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio.: «1. move that the 
be laid aside to be reported to. the House, witha: 
recommendation that it do pass. fos 
The motion was agreed to. Se ee. 
Mr. HIESTER. I move that the committee 
do now rise, = n 
Thie question was put; and the motion: was 
agreed to—ayes 62, noes 42. af 
So the committee rose; and 


the Speaker having. 
resumed, the chair, the Chairman reported -that:a 
Committee of the Whole House had had. the Pri» 
vate Calendar generally under consideration, and. 
had directed him to report back bills of the follows 
ing titles, with a recommendation that they:do, 
pass: i ; 

H. R. No. 63. A bill for the 
Lee Jones; : 

H. R. No. 99. A bill for the 
George Simpten, of Galveston; 

H. R. No. 134. A bill for the 
of Joseph Gerard; - 

H. R. No. 173. A bill for the relief of Mrs. 
Helen Mackay, widow of the late Colonel Æneas 
Mackay, deputy quartermaster genera! United 
States Army; f 

H. R. No. 174. A bill for the relief of D. ©. 
Cash and Giles U. Ellis; í 

H.R. No. 110. A bill authorizing the payment’ 
of the balance of the property accounts between 
the United States and the State of New York, for 
military stores in the war of 1812, without amend- 
ment; we gee 
H. R. No. 107. A bill for the relief of Robert 
Grignon; narei 

H. R. No. 176. A bill for the relief of Pamela 


relief of Charlès; 
relief of Captain 


relief of the heirs 


1 


i 


i amendment; and 


Brown, the widow of Major General Jacob Browny 
late of the United States Army, deceased; with 


A bill of the following title, with the recom=, 
mendation that it be rejected: 

H. R. No. 108. A bill for the relief of George 
G. Bishop and the legal representatives of John 
Arnold, deceased. wee 
NEW YORK STATE TEMPERANCE ALLIANCE. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York lask the unani- 


| mous consent of the House to take from the 1able 


the petition of the New York State Temperance 
Alliance, praying Congress to give. authority. to. 
the authorities of the city of Washington to, pros 
hibit the sale of intoxicating liquor, that it may 
be referred : ra 
Mr. WALSH. I object. 
COINAGE. bps 
Mr. LATHAM. l ask the unanimous con- 


i sent of the House for leave to take from the 


Speaker’s table Senate bill (No. 380) ‘‘toauthorize 
| the coinage of gold pieces of the value respectively: 
of ten eagles and five eagles, and: for other :pur- 
poses,” in order that it may be referred. 


There being no objection, the bill was taken up, 


ji read a first and second time by its title; and, on 


| Mr. Laruam’s motion, referred to the Committee 


I move-that the louse 
do now adjourn. : ; 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I would ask the gentleman 
to withdraw his motion to adjourn, to enable. me 
i to make a personal explanation, | assure the 


| gentleman that it will occupy but a short time, and 


give rise to no difficulty or d:bate. Itisan ex- 
planation, however, which I deem it due to myself 
and to the House to make. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw the motion 
for that purpose. i 

Mr. FAULKNER. When my friends asked 
on yesterday to have the Army bill postponed 
until I should return to the city, a remark’ fell 
from the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


| and Means, (Mr. Housron,] as reported in the 


Globe of to day, that is somewhat calculated, to 
involve me in an official delinquency as chairman 


a 
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of the Committee on Military Affairs, That gen- 
tlemnan is reported to have said, in referring to the 
Army bill: 

“ There is no other bill except this which f can take up 
this morning, and i told the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Favuuxner] that at the first moment Í could do so F should 
insist on taking up this bill.’ i 

Now, I feel it due to myself to state that, before | 
i left this city on Tuesday morning, E took every |; 
proper precaution to ascertain if there was any || 
possibility of this Army bi!l coming up during the |! 
two days of my expected absence; and I had sev- | 
eral conversations with the chairman of the Com- |! 
mittee of Ways and Means on the subject, and |; 
certainly no impression in all those conversations |: 
was left on my mind that the Army bill would be |; 
pressed within the time indicated for my absence, 

ut, on the contrary, I left fuily under the belief 
that it would not be pressed for consideration on 
Wednesday or Thursday. It is true that, on the 
evening of my departure, the gentleman did make 
a remark to me to that effect; Lut it was under 
circumstances—and I will not detail these circum- 
stances unless required by him—thatied me to sup- || 
pose that it was wholly a jocular remark, end | 
without any serious purpose of doing what he | 
said he meant to do, {will further state, because | 
Į wish it understood that I am duly impressed 
with the responsibilities which devolve upon me 
in connection with the duties of that committee, 
that I should have been here yesterday morning, 
although I had no idea the bili would have been 
called up so soon, but for a detention of twelve 
hours caused by an acccident to the cars on the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad. 

DISTRIBUTION OF JEFFERSON'S WORKS. 
Mr. CHANDLER. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up from the Speaker’s | 
table Senate resolution (No. 22) “providing for! 
the distribution of the works of Thomas Jeffer- | 
son.” They are printed, and are deposited in the į; 
library, and we are anxious to get clear of them. |: 
There being no objection, the joint resolution j 
was taken up and read a first and second time by |! 
its title, Tt was then read in extenso, and passed, j! 
Mr. CHANDLER moved to reconsider the | 
vote by which the resolution was passed, and to ii 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which j 
latter motion was agreed to. ii 


ACCOMMODATION OF THE UNITED STATES j: 
COURTS. | 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. | 

| 


the district of Boston, New York, and Philadel- i 
hia. J will merely atate to the House, what is. 
nown to the gentlemen representing those cities, 

that the courts are actually turned out of doors. i 

In the city of Boston it is impossible to held these i 

courts. “The court-house in the city of New): 

York- 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Rinois. 7 wish to 
know if the gentleman from Tennessee is in order? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten 


neasee asks the unanimous consent of the House 


trict of Massachusetts,” ji 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois. { object. $ 
Mr. COBB. I shouid like to hear the bill read || 

through. The title of a bili does not always con- 

vey what there is in it. i 

r. STANTON. lisa Senate bill reported | 
back with amendments. : 
Mr. LETCHER. 1 would like to know if the i; 
design is that this bill be now put upon its pas 
sage? 

Mr. STANTON. Thai is my object. 
Mr. LETCHER. Then I object. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 1 move that the Fouse do 

now adjourn. 

Mr. MeNAIR. On that motion { demand teil- 
ers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mace and 

Phesrer were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 

ported—ayes 63, noes 22. 

So the motion was agreed to. 
The House thereupon (at forty minutes past 
three o’clock) adjourned till to-morrow at eleven 

o'clock, a. m. 


| of the Journal of yesterday: 


i to certain lands held under Mexican grants, and indemnity | 


| Such is not the fact. He expressly states that he j] 
has an abiding confidence in the judgment of the |; 


; amended, was approved. 


‘sun-stroke while on duty as a sentinel at Fort 


i an appropriation for carrying the malis between 


| Constantinople, pra 


read a second time, and considered as in Com- | 
‘mittee of the Whole. 


| reading, read a third time, and passed. 


IN SENATE, 
Frwway, July 14, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry SLICER. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 
When the Secretary read the following portion 


“ Mr. Weer presented the petition of John A. Sutter, | 
a citizen of Calitornia, praying the confirmation of hia title 


for losses sustained by him in consequence ef the forcible 
occupation of the laud, and seizure of his property ?— 


Mr. WELLER said: The Secretary, E think, 
has fallen into error in stating the contents of that 
paper, which, in justice to General Sutter, ought 
to be corrected. 1 underatand, from the reading | 
of the Journal, that it represents that he prays for 
the confirmation of his lard title in California. | 


courts there, and has no doubt that theland com- 
missioners will ultimately give him what he is | 
entitled to under the treaty. He asks indemnifi | 
cation for the losses which he has sustained. I! 


move, therefore, to amend the Journal by striking j 


out that portion which represents him as praying |: 


for the coufirmation of his Jand title. | 
The motion was agreed to; and the Journal, as | 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of William | 
G. Donahoe, praying to be allowed an invalid 
pension, he having been rendered totally blind by 


Leavenworth; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. BENJAMIN presenied the memorial of | 
A.C. Ramsey and E. H. Carmick, preying for: 


New Orleans and San Francisco; which was re- 


CAIRO A PORT OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. SHIELDS. A bill was reporied yeater- 
day from the Committee on Cornmerce, to consti- 
wie Cairo, in the State of Illinois, a port of 


i delivery. There isa great deai of railroad iron 


coming to that place, and it is kept back-in con- 


| sequence of its not being a port of delivery.. I 


wish to call up the bill this morning, and have it 
passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER 
inthe chair.) 1 understand that the bill has net 
yet been returned from the printing office. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I reported it yesterday morn- 


| ing. 


Mr. SHIELDS. The reason why [ wish it 
passed ig, that there is a great deal of iron coming 
to that place which ought to be landed very soon. 
(tis, therefore, a matter of great interest to have 
the bill passed as speedily as possible. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘Fhe Chair 


| will inform the Senator that the bill has not yet 


been returned from. the printer, and cannot b 
considered. 


å. G. PENN, 


On the motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, the Sen- 
ate, as in Committee of the W hole, proceeded to 
consider the bill reported from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, for the relief of A. G. Penn. 
it proposes to authorize A. G. Penn, of the parish 
of St. Tammany, Louisiana, to enter, by way of 


“predmption, the southwest quarter of section 


twenty-three, of township six south, range ten 
east, In the Greenburg land district, Louisiana, 


‘upon his paying therefor to the proper officer one 
‘ dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, but the act 


is not to be construed ag to interfere with any 


: adverse claim. 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


' Post Roads. 


Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial cf citizens 
of Rhode isiand, praying a repeal of the fugitive | 
slave law; which was referred to the Cominuee | 
on the Judiciary. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the report of a Con- || 


| vention appointed by the National Industrial Con- i 


gress, held at Trenton, New Jerscy, censuring į 


the Senate, in consequence of its refusal to act on i] : 
i that committee, 


i will proceed, and act upon it at once, 


the homestead biil during the last session; which | 
was ordered to lie on the table. i 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. || 


Mr. MASON, from the Commitee on Foreign | 
Relations, to whom was referred the petition of | 
John P. Brown, principal interpreter of the Turk- i 

sh language to the United Sates legation at! 
ing compensation fer aeting i 
as chargé d’affaires, submitted a report, accom- 

panied by a bill for his relief; which was read, and | 
passed to a second reading. The report was | 
ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Commitee on Pr 
ing, reported in favor of printing one hundred 
additional copies of the report of the Secretary of 


The report was | 


GASTON T. RAOUL. 


Mr. SLIDELL. As this is regularly private |i 


bill day, I ask the cousent of the Senuie to take | 
up a bill which | presume wiil meet with no op- 
position, {tisa “bill for the relief of Gaston T, 


» Raoul,” whieh bas been renorted from the Cora- 


mittee on Private Land Claims. : 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was i 


G. T. Raoul to enter, free of cost, six hundred | 
nd forty acres of land, according to legal subdi- | 
visions, on any of the public lands of the United 
States subject to entry at private sale; which 
amount of lund, when so eviered, shali be in foli 
ompensation-of claim 456, of the report of James 
O. Cosby, of June 7, 1853, for which a certificate į 
of confirmation, No. 168, was issued January | 


i 
lt proposes io authorize 
i 
| 


| 24, 1838, by the proper register and receiver in 
i the parish of Livingston, Louisiana. 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 


i the Treasury on the revision of the revenue laws, |! 
i and accompanying documents. 
i agreed to. | 


t 
i 
i 
1 


i 


The bill, was reported to the Senate without 


o amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a thir 


reading, read a third time, and passed. f 
DISTRIBUTION OF JEFFERSON’ S WORKS, 


Mr. PEARCE asked, and by nnanimous cone 
sent obtained, leavero mtroducea joint resolution, 
providing for the distribution of the works of 


i Thomas Jefferson; which was reada first time by 


its tule, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PEARCE, As this resolution has been ` 
matured by the Committee on the Library, it will 
be unnecessary to make the usual reference to 
i ask, therefore, that the Senate 


There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Senate 
and Clerk of the House of Representatives, in the 
diatribution of the works of Thomas Jefferson, 
now being published by the authority of Congress, 
to distribute them in the following manners 

To the President of the United States, one copy; 

“Co the libraries of the different Departments, and 
of the Postmaster General, and Attorney General, 


; one copy each; 


To each member of the present Senate and 
House of Representatives, one copy; 

To the office of the Secretary of the Senate, 
five copies: 

To the library of the House of Representatives, 
ten copies; 

To the ithrary of Congress, six copies; 
To the libraries of the States and Territories of 
the Union, each one copy; 

To the Seuthsonian institution, the Military 
Academy, and the Naval Schoolat Annapolis, one 
copy each; 

'Fo the Joint Committee on the Library, for the 
purpose of international exchange, twelve copies; 
an 


i| copies. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 


| without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
ja third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
A message was received from the House of 


h : | Representatives, by Mr. McKaan, Chief Clerk, 
The bill was reported to the Senate without announcing ihat the Speaker had signed the fol- 


a third i lowing enrolled bills: ; 
iy 


Anact to change the name of the American- 
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built brig Hallowell to that of James Rose, and 
to grant her a new register; : 

An act to amend an act approved September 
27,.1850, to create the office of surveyor general 
of the public lands in Oregon, &c., and also the 
act amendatory thereof, approved February 19, | 
1853; x | 

An act making further appropriations for con- 
tinuing the construction of roads in the Territory 
of Minnesota, in accordance with. the estimates 
made by the War Department; and 

An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause to be surveyed a tract of land in 
the Territory of Minnesota, belonging to the half į 
breeds or mixed bloods of the Dacotah or Sioux į 
nations of Indians, and for other purposes. | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the above | 
named bills, 


CHARLES STAPLES. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate, as | 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
House bill for the relief of Charles Staples, of | 
the State of Maine. 


Jt proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- | 


rior to place his name on the pension rolls at eight | 
dollars a month, from January 1, 1853, to con- 
tinue during his life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Senate, as 


in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- |! 
eration of the bill ** to authorize the extension and | 


completion of the Treasury building, and also the 
construction of a building for the War, Navy, and 
Interior Departments. ” 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CAIRO, ILLINOIS, A PORT OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. SHIELDS. 
in the State of Illinois, a port of delivery, is now | 
here. I ask for its consideration. l 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, : 
accordingly proceeded to consider the bill. 

It contains the usual provision for a port of 


The bill to constitute Cairo, : 


entry, for the appointment of a surveyor of cus- i 
toms, and annexes Cairo to the collection district |; 
of New Orleans. i, 


The bill was reported to the Senate without : 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded 


to consider the following resoluiion, submitted by | 


him yesterday: . 


Ordered, That on and afier Monday next, the daily hour 
of meeting of the Senate shall be eleven o’clack, a. m., until 


otherwise ordered. i 


Mr. DODGE, of lows. l move to insert “ten” ; 
instead of “ eleven.” : 
Several Sewarors. Oh, no! let it stand as it is. ; 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I withdraw the amend- 
ment. i 
The resolution was agreed to. 
RAILROAD FROM NEW ORLEANS TO MOBILE. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. The Committee on ; 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill grant- | 


ing to the States of Mississippi, Louisiana, and || 


Alabama, the right of way, and a portion of the 
public lands, for the purpose of locating and con- : 


structing a railroad from New Orleans to Mobile, |; 
haveinstructed me to report it back with an amend- į; 
As the time which is left us of this ses- | 


ment, 
sion is now short, I ask for the consideration of 
the bill. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to consider the bill. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. } move to dispense 
with the reading of it. 

Mr. EVANS. [should like to hear it read. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 would suggest that it is in the 
usual form of such bills. 

Mr. EVANS. 

ou ask? 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. It grants the ri 
way, and a portion of the public lands. 

Mr. CLAY. It grants the right of way, and 


i 
i 
f 
i 
I 


| 
Is it only a right of way which | 


ght of| 


land, which has been conceded to all the other 


roads. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
i 
{ 
i 
d 
i 
i 


The Secretary commenced to read the amend- 
ment, but was interrupted by A 
Mr. STUART. Certainly it cannot be worth 


while to spend the time of the Senate in reading it. 4 


It is like all the others which have been up be- 
fore. 1 suggest that the reading be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER 
in the chair.) That can only be done by unani- 
mous consent. ‘ 

Mr, EVANS. I desired to ascertain whether 
it was a grant of land, or only a grant of the right 
of way. 

Mr. STUART. 1 will say to the Senator that 
itis a grant of land for the construction of a rail- 


road; but if the Senator wishes to have it read i 


further, I shall not object. 
Mr. EVANS. 

reading of it. 
The amendment of the committee was agreed 

to, the bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 


i the amendment was concurred in, and the bill was 


i! will agree tacitly, that on to-day and to- 


ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. It 


| was read a third time, and passed; and the title! 


was amended, so as to read: 
A bill granting land in alternate sections to the 
States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, 
: to aid in the construction of a railroad from New 
: Orleans to Mobile. y 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
| My. STUART. Iam anxious, if possible, to- 


i bill; and I hope the Senate will now proceed to its 
consideration, so as to perfect it this week. 

Mr. GWIN. I suggest to the Senator to wait 
until one o’clock. 


‘it will not interfere with the bill. {am as anxious 
i as he is to pass it, and I will sit it out to-day and 
: to-morrow. 

Mr. STUART. 


I will say to the Senator, that 
he and I cannot. do much at that business. 


We 


‘have tried it every day; but at half past three 
‘o'clock the Senate will adjourn. 


if the Senate 
rrow 
we shall dispose of this question, certainly 1 ask 
nothing else; but I hope we are not to be thrown 
‘into the next week with the bill, and thereby come 
into competition with the appropriation bills. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator withdraw his motion? 

Mr. STUART. I do not like to do it. 

Mr. MALLORY. L ask the Senator to permit 
me to introduce a resolution, upon which there 
will be no debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair 
understand the motion of the Senator from Mich- 
igan to be withdrawn? 

Mr. STUART. Il withdraw it for the 
of allowing the resolution to be introduce: 


out withdrawing the motion. 
CHARLESTON AND HAVANA MAILS. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- |i 


I withdraw my request for the | 


‘ day and to-morrow, to dispose of the homestead i 


purpose i 
; unan- 


:: imous consent would permit that to be done with- į 


A great deal of morning bus- |; 
| iness could be got through with by that time, and |) 


J 
{ 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed to: 


roviding for the transmission of the mails between Charles 
ton, Havana, and Key West, during the months of August 


other months of the year. 
CALIFORNIA, OREGON, AND 
POSTAL SERVICE. 
Mr. GWIN. Now, Mr. President, I ask the 
Senate to consider the postal bill, 
Mr. STUART. 


friend. from California. I will withdraw my 
motion to allow his bill to be considered, pro- 


| 
| 
} 


| then that it shall go qver. 
Mr. GWIN. I will agree to that. I move that 


State of California, and in the Territories of Ore- 
gon and Washington. 


the bill. 
| Office and Post Roads, with amendments. 


Mr. GWIN. I will state to the Senate, that to 


|” The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in | 
! Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 


Resolved, That the Cummittee on the Post Office and: 
Post Roads be directed ta inquire into the expediency of : 


and September, as they are now transmitted during the | 


: vided it does not give rise to debate, or if it does, : 


ji 
H 
i 


two which propose to strike ‘out the two last sèc- 
tions, there is no objection at all. ~Lhopevall but 
those two will be agreed to, and then the commit: 
tee have agreed to withdraw the amendment 
posing to strike out.the two -Jast. sections, 
are important to California, and which, o 
sultation with the delegation from that State, the 
committee are in favor of withdrawing. The other 
amendments we wish acted upon. = 5 ooo] 

Mr. RUSK. The two sections propose to-give 
the discretion to, the Postmaster General toallow, 
out of the proceeds of the offices in Californi 
sufficient amount to-pay the annual: expenses of 
the offices. Upon reflection, we think that it is, 
perhaps, better to give the discretion to. the Post- 
master General. As a matter of course, Congress 
could not be well informed of what the actual. ex- 
penses of the offices in California were, We are 80 
far from there. Perhaps it will be better to trust 
the discretion to the Postmaster General. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. “Does the Sen- 
ator modify the amendment? __. e 

Mr. RUSK. I cannot do so without, the con- 
sent of the whole committee. The plan will be 
to take a vote, and reject the last one. o o iou 

The first amendment of the committee was to 
strike out ‘* fifty’? and insert ‘f twenty-five, in 
the following proviso, contained in, the first. sec- 
ton: 


| Provided, That not more than fifty cents shall be 


W. 


charged 
| for any letter, newspaper, or ounce of other mailable mat- 
ter. $ 


The next amendment of the committee was 
add to the first section the following: 


Provided, That no letter or letters, or other mailable 
matter, shall be delivered by any postmaster to said carrier; 
unless requested, in writing, by the person or persons to 
whom said letter or other mailable matter may be directed. 


The amendment.was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee 
strike out the following sections: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Thatin consideration 
of the duties to be performed under the third section of this 
act, and of all other special duties performed and tobe 
performed under the orders of the Postmaster General, the 
Postmaster General may increase the annual compensation 
of the postmaster of San Francisco ‘from commissions,’ al~- 
jowances, and emoluments, from the 30th of June, 1853, 
to a sum not exceeding double the compensation now 
i allowed by law: Provided, That the surplus of commis; 
; sions, allowances, and emoluments, accruing at'his office, 
; shall be paid over as required by the forty-first section of 
i the act entitled ‘‘An act to reduce into one the several acts 
establishing and regulating the Post Office Department,” 
approved Mareh 3, 1825: Provided further, That the Post- 
master General may allow to the postmasters in said State 
and Territories, from the Ist day of July, 1853, such sums 
out of the postages collected at their respective offices’ as 
will, in addition to the commissions, allowances, and emol- 
uments, be sufficient to defray the actual and: necessary 
expenses of their offices, 

Sec. 5, And he it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized and, directed, in 
the settlement of the accounts of postmasters in the State 
of California and Territory of Oregon, serving as such pre- 
vious to the 30th of June, Anno Domini 1853, to allow to 
such postmasters all just and reasonable expenses jneurred 
by them in and about the business of their respective 
offices and the diseharge of their official duties: Provided, 
That noallowance shall be made whereby the United States 
shall be charged with any indebtedness whatsoever.” 


Mr. RUSK. | am authorized by the committee 
to withdraw those amendments. 
.° The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
: the amendments were concurred in, and ordered 


to 


was to 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
i 
j 
| 
| 


i 
l 
| 
i 
i 


‘to be engrossed. The bill was ordered to a third 


f | reading, read a third time, and passed. 
WASHINGTON | 


COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 


On metion'by Mr. JONES, of Towa, it was 
Ordered, That two additional members to the Committee 


. ae ta Enrolled Bills be appointed by the Chair, 
I submit a proposition to my . emails) pp if j 


i RAILROADS IN MISSOURI. 
i! On motion by Mr. GEYER, the Senate, as in 


Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


‘the bill to aid in-the construction of certain rail- 


i t t j ‘| roads in the State of Missouri by a grant of a 
i the Senate take up for consideration House biH i: 
making provision for the postal service in the | 


portion of the public lands; which had been re- 
ported from the Committee on Public Lands with 


‘| an amendment. 


i 


Theamendment was agreed to. E 


The bill was reported to the Senate as aihended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 


ete PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill has “23 OMdered to be engrossed for a third sending, 


been reported from the Cemmittee on the Post; 


i read a third time, and passed. 


SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 
| Mr. CHASE. Some days since I gave notice 


all the amendments of the committee, except the | of my intention to ask leave to introduce a bill to 
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| 


prohibit slavery in the Territories. I now present | 


| 
the bill, and ask that leave. | 


Leave was granted, and the bill was read a first 


time by its thle. i 


| 
i 


Mr. CHASE. The bill which F have just in- 
troduced is very brief. }t enacts "that there shall 
be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, oth- 
erwise than in the punishment of crime, in any 
Territory of the United States. tts words of pro- 
hibition are those proposed by Jefferson in 1784, 
Their scope is ibe same. In 1784 Jefferson pro 
posed to prohibit slavery in all the territory of | 
the United States. This bill proposes the same | 
prohibition. The’ prohibition of Jefferson was | 
incorporated in the ordinance of 17&7, and thus | 
became a law throughout the whole territory then | 
subject to Federal legislation. It was renewed | 
in the act for the admission of Missouri, and ap- 
plied to the vast region west of the Mississippi, 
north of 360 30’. At this session this ancient 
policy of prohibition has been reversed, by the | 
repeal of the eighth section of the Missouri act, 
The Kansas and Nebraska act substitutes the pol- | 
icy of slavery allowance for the policy of slavery 
prohibition. 

I have no wish to renew the discussion of this 
great question at this time. l merely wish to give | 
notice, by the introduction of this bill, that the 
legislation which repeals the Missouri prohibition, 
and reverses the policy of Jefferson, is not ac- i 
quiesced in, and that there is a settled purpose in 
the country to reinstate the prohibition, and ex- 
tend it over all national territory. 

I do not ask that the bill shall be referred; nor | 
do I invoke any action upon it at this session, now 
nearly expired. The Senate is fresh from the dis- 
cussion of the subject, and its decision is fixed. 
At the next session, if f shall then have the honor 
of a seat here, | propose to submit it to discussion 
and a vote. In the mean time I invoke the judg- | 
ment of the people. i 

Mr. STUART. lnow move that the Senate || 
proceed to the consideration of the special order 
the homestead bill, | 

The motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the permis- | 
sion of the Senator from Michigan, T desire to | 
make a motion to Jay the bill of the Senator from | 
Ohio on the table, i 

Mr. CHASE, It is upon the table now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If so, Ihave noth- | 
ing to say, 

Mr. STUART. I understand the bill sub- ; 
mitted by the Senator from Ohio was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PRATT. No vote was taken on it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER] | 
Thee bas been no question put ou laying iton the | 
table, i 

Mr. STUART. Lam willing that the Senator | 
fram Pemessee should submit his motion. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The question 
ison the motion to lay the bill of the Senator from | 
Ohio on the table. | 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
not debatable, 

Mr. CHASE. 


The motionis | 


I know itis not, but T rise toa | 
question of order. Whena bill is received, it i$ 
of course laid on the table. E stated distinctly | 
that E should not ask its reference, and that | i 
should not ask for action on it now. 1 submit: 
that the bare receipt of the bill takes it o» the | 
table, as a matter of course. If the Senator | 
wishes aformal motion for that purpose, there | 
can be no objection in any quarter. “That is the: 
very disposition | propose te make of it, | 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I did not hear the | 
remarka of the Senator from Ohio, but | under- | 
stood the object he had in view; and my purpose ` 
in making the motion to lay on the table, was to | 
bring the matter to atest now. I want to know 
how many Senators on this floor stand with the ; 
Senator on the question. 
Mr. CHASE. If the Senator desire that, his ; 
object can be attained to-morrow. In the ordi- 
nary course of business, the bill will come up to- 
morrow for its second reading, and it can be: 
rejected upon its second reading, if the Senate | 
choose todo it. T do not ask for action upon it | 
at present; bat if other gentlemen desire action 
upon it, | certainly shali not strink from it, 
Ar. JONES, of Tennessee. For one L desire: 
action upon it now, The presentation of a prop- | 
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osition of that sort, to lie over until the next ses- 
sion of Congress, is intended for effect. 
to know how many Senators upon this floor are 
willing to agree to the proposition of the Senator - 
from Ohio; and if he will put it ina position in | 
which we can test that question now, I shall be | 
satisfied. He says it has been debated. I have: 
no desire to, debate it; but E want a direct vote į 
on it, lwant to know how many Senators are | 
in favor of it. Iwill move to lay it on the table, | 
if the Senator will put it in a position in which I | 
can do so. 

Mr. STUART. In the present condition of 
things, under the rules, the bill of the Senator 
from Ohio cannot be subiect to any such motion. 


It cannot be read a second time to-day, and until į; 


it be read a second time, no such motion is in 
order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
can only be entertained by unanimous consent, as 


the consideration of the special order, which is the | 
homestead bill. 

Mr. STUART. Let us go on with that. i 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise for the purpose of | 
making what may be, perhaps, a personal expla- | 
nation. i Jearn that the bill of the Senator from | 
Ohio may perhaps come up to-morrow, and as Í 


i 
nbs i 
shall be absent then, I desire it to be understood |: 


that if I were here, I should vote for the bill of | 
the Senater from Ohio. : 
POST OFFICE AND LIGHT-HOUSE APPROPRI- | 
ATION BILLS. | 
A message was received from the House of; 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, į 
announcing that they had passed a bill making | 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office | 
Department during the fiscal year, ending the 
J ] and a bill making appropria- 
tions for light-houses, hght-buats, buoys, &e., | 
and providing for the erection and establishment | 
of the safne, and for other purposes. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- | 
eration of the House bill “to grant a homestead 
of one hundred and sixty acres of the public lands 
to actual settlers.” 

Mr. Ciayron had moved to amend by striking 
out the sixth section, which is in the following | 
words: 

“See. 6. And he it further enacted, Thatif any individ- 
ual now a resident of any one of the States or Territories 


. P > > 2; 
and not a resident ofthe United States, but at the ume of 
matting such acquisition for the benefit of this act, shall ` 


| bave fited a dectiration of intention as required by the nat- 


urahzation liews of the United St 
citizen of the same before the issuance of the patent, as 
made and provited lor in tis y Shatt be placed upon an 
equal footing with the nauve born citizen of the United 

States,” i 


Pending this motion, Mr. Cuase moved to` 


ates, and shall become a 


amend the section by striking out the words “now |: 
a resident of any one of the States or Territories, | 


and,” and inserting the word ‘* who” between the 
words ‘but?’ and “at; and this is the pending 
uestion. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to say a few words be- | 
fore the amendment of the Senator from Ohio is 
voted upon. It is a proposition to vary the re- ` 
striction of the bill as to persons, so as to allow 
any foreigner coming in hereafter, to avail himself 
of the privileges of this act. That is the substance 
of the amendment. I shall vote against it, al- 
though in the abstract I am not opposed to that | 
proposition. T shall also vote against the prop- 


‘| osition of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Cray- : 


ron.] If those propositions shall be rejected, 1 | 
will submit to the Senate, if no other Senator does 
it, this provision, in respect te the qualifications 
of persons who shall avail themselves of this law; 
that they shall be, in the States, persons who are 
entitled in the particular States to hold land. 

The effect of that will be to leaveitin the power | 


i desire || 


onder this bill. They cannot under other provis- 
ions of the existing laws, because any man, as | 
said before, can enter lands at ten shillings an 
acre, and any man can take lands by preémption. 
But if there ts any such particular danger as some 
Senators suppose may arise under this provision 
of the homestead bill, they can provide against it 
under the proposition which I have said i intend 
to submit. . 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, there are cer- 


| tainly arguments which commend the proposinon 


whieh the Senator from Michigan has intimated 
his intention to submit to the Senate very strongly 


il to favor; but itis by no means certain that we 
The motion |: 
: the friends of the homestead bill desire to pass it 
the Senate has already determined to proceed to |; 


shall ever reach that proposition. | presume that 
with as littie amendmentas practicable; and, here- 
after, if future circumstances shall require a mod- 
ification of this legislation, it will be quite in the 
power of Congress to adopt such suggestions’ as 
have been made by the Senate. . 

The present question, and the only present ques- 
tion is, whether there is any reasonable ground 
for discrimination between those who arrive here- 
after, and those who arrived yesterday or may ar- 
rive to-day. Senators, generally, upon both sides 
of the general question, seem to concede that there 
is no ground for this discrimination, The Sena- 
tor from Michigan says that he is in favor of the 
principle of the amendment which J have sub- 
mitted. I knew he could not be otherwise con- 
sistently with that regard for right and justice 
which characterizes that Senator; but if he is in 
favor of it in the abstract, hope his vote now 


_ will manifest that he is in favor of it also in the 
: concrete, as a practical, and not as an abstract 


question. 

Mr. WALKER. The bill before ns is a House 
bill, and until some breach shall be made upon its 
present form, E shall vote against all amendments, 
If, however, the Senate shall determine to change 
the form of the bill, Ishall then have some amend- 
ments to offer myself; but until 1 see such a dis- 
position indicated by the Senate, I will vote 
against all amendments, however } may feel upon 
the principle of those amendments. 

Mr. CLAY. Yesterday | stated that E con- 
curred fully in the view of the honorable Senator 
from Delaware, [Mr. Bayarn,] that the bill in its 


| present form was calculated to produce a great 


: many frauds and perjuries, and that yon would, 


by the practical working of the measure, admit 
all who might come hereafter to the benefits of this 
act, at all events; and hence I announced that F 
should vote with him for the amendment. But 
on subsequent reflection I have concluded, that 
nasmuch as I shall vote against the section, if it 
be amended as proposed, or if it be not amended, 
i will vote against the pending amendment. | will 
not help to amend the section at all. J think itis 
a folly to be patching a garment that I will not 
wear and mean to throw away. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
upon the amendment of Mr. Chase, resulted— 
yeas 13, nays 36; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brodhead, Chase, Douglas, 


Fessenden, Foot, Gillette, Norris, Seward, Shields, Sum- 


i ner, Wade, and Weller—13. 


NAYs-~Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Badger, Rell, 


i Bepjunin, Bright, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Dawson, 
: Dizon, Dodge of Wiseonsin, Dodge of Lowa, Bvyaus, Fish, 
i Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hamlin, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of 


of any and every State in the Union to prescribe, | 


by its own laws, who shall be entitled to avail 
themselves of this homestead provision; so that, 
ifin Alabama they do not choose to have foreign- 
ers, they can exclude them under this law. 
Michigan wedesirethem. Wehave a great many | 
of them. 
we have Germans, we have Irishmen; and the 
are as good citizens as we have in the State. 


i 
At all events, without taking time to discuss |! 


Ín `! 


| persons, 
We have a large colony of Hollanders, | 


Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mailory, Mason, Pearce, Perit, 
Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Toucey, Walk- 
er, and Wiliiams—36. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is now on the amendment of the Senator from 


| Kentucky, (Mr. Dixon,] to strike out the word 


“individual,” in the sixth section, and insert, in 
lieu thereof, the words “ free white person.” This 
amendment being to perfect the section, the ques- 
tion must be taken on it, before taking the vote on 
striking out the whole section. ; 
Mr. DIXON. The object of theamendment is 
simply to confine the operation of the law to white 
As it now stands, I suppose free ne- 
groes would have a right to the benefit of the sixth 


| section. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to ask the Senator 
whether there are any white persons in this coun- 
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try who are not ‘free?’ J ask this because he 
uses the term “ free white persons.” | 

Mr. DIXON. If the Senator will examine the | 
first section of the bill, he will find that it is con- 
fined exclusively to free white persons, while the 
sixth section is for the benefit of ‘ individuals,” | 
without specifying the color. I think, for this il 
reason, it is necessary.to adopt the amendment. / 

Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. WALKER. T hope that so immaterial 
an amendment or change of the bill as this is, 
will not be made. It is very certain, that under | 
the bill as it now stands, it cannot have the opera- | 
tion which the Senator from Kentucky seems to 
apprehend; for the bill, in the first and operative 
section, confines the benefit of it to free white 
citizens of the United States. In the subsequent 
section, which he proposes to amend, the word į! 
“individuals ” is used, and would evidently seem 
to relate to the first section, but if it did not, what 
foreigner is there who can come to this country 
and become a citizen, who is not, in common par- 
lance and understanding, deemed a white man? : 
Certainly, negroes cannot besuch. I hope, there- 
fore, that a change so immaterial as this will not | 
be made. I trast the bill will not be sent back to || 
the House of Representatives on such a trivial ! 
ground. | 

Mr. DIXON. Mr. President, if the Senator ' 
will examine the first section of the bill, he will 
see that it uses the phrase ‘‘ free white persons.” | 
l suppose the object of using that phrase was to | 
exclude persans who are not white. I do not i 
myself understand that the Senator from Wis- 
consin, who reported this bill, could have had any 
other object in view, in adopting the phraseology 
“free white person,” than to exclude persons 
who-are not white. 

Now, sir, the first section of the bill is confined 
entirely to citizens of the United States. The 
sixth section is intended to embrace persons who 
are not citizens of the United States, but who are || 
residents of a Territory ora State. Does not the | 
Senator see at once that the operation of the bill | 
will be that if you bring into this country foreign- | 
ers who are black, and if they become residents 
of a Territory or a State, they will be embraced | 
within the sixth section of the bill which is before 
the Senate? You may, itis true, exclude black || 
persons who are now living in the United States, 
who are not foreigners; but persons who are for- 
eigners, and are black, are clearly embraced by 
the language of the sixth section of the bill, which 
is that any ‘individual now a resident of one of | 
the States or Territories,” shall be entitled to the | 
benefits of the act upon complying with certain : 
conditions. It is perfectly manifest to my mind | 
that black persons are embraced by this language; | 
but if the Senator does not mean to embrace them, | 
why notadopt the amendment? Ifit be adopted, 
there can no longer be any ambiguity about it. 

Mr. CLAY. I concur fully with the Senator | 
from Kentucky in his constructon of the act, and | 
in further corroboration of it, IT will mention that | 
the next section uses the word “ individuals;”’ so | 
that it would seem to my reading that the purpose | 
of it was to provide fortwo classes: First, citizens 
of the United States, who are free white people, 
and secondiy, foreigners who may be resident in i! 
the country, or who may come here before the | 
passage of the act, and who may not be free i! 
white persons. Now,in the State of California, | 
as [ understand, there is a large number of per- || 
sons who,as Í suppose, would not be called white | 
people—f mean the Chinese. But, under the pro- 
visions of this bill, I presume they would each be : 
entitled to one hundred and sixty acres of land. [ | 
do not wish to have any misunderstanding or dif- ` 
ficutty about the interpretation of the bill. Let us ` 
make it plain, and intelligible, and susceptible of | 
but one construction. I shall vote for the amend- | 
ment, 

Mr. STUART. I submit to the consideration © 
of the honorable Senator from Alabama, whether |. 
any such person as one to whom he alludes, can, 
under the laws of the United States, become a cit 
zen? I understand that, under the Jaws of the 
United States, none but white persons can become 
citizens of the country. If that be true, then no 
man, other than such a one, can avail himself of 
the provisions of this law. . 

Negroes cannot become citizens. They may be |. 
entitled to hold lands in a particular State; they " 


i had a right to take that declaration or not. There- 


| friends from Kentucky and Alabama one question. 


i 2 
a negro, under any contingency whatever, ean 


may be entitled to vote in that State; but they can- 
not be entitled to citizenship in the United Siates, 
according to the laws of the United States. The-| 


bill, as it stands, provides expressly, that the per- jj 


son, to make his entry of land available, must, | 


ted States. Where, then, is the necessity of any | 
such amendment? f 

Mr. CLAY. Itis jast this, if the honorable | 
Senator will allow me to interrupt him: It is true he | 
eannat obtain a patent fur the land until he become 
a citizen; bat then he can obtain the use and the 
occupation of it for an indefinite period of time 
under the bill. 

Mr. STUART. Not at all, because he must 
be a person who can declare his intention to be- | 
come acitizen of the United States, and must 
have the capacity, in time, to become a citizen. 

But, sir, as I have said to the Senate before, if | 
I am mistaken in this construction of the bill in | 
respect to the time of occupancy, I shall be willing į 
to amend it to limit it to five years’ occupancy, and i 
provide expressly that the right of occupancy shall 
terminate at the end of five years, unless the oc- 
cupant was a person who could become, and would | 


take the necessary means to become, a citizen of | 


the United States. The objection now urged is 
certainly far-fetched. It is supposing an extreme 
possibility that cannot happen in practice; and I 
agree with the Senator from Wisconsin, that we 
should not be called upon to amend this bill in a 
manner so entirely trivial, as it seems to me this 
is. If it were a substantial objection I would 
consent to yield to it; but I really do not see any 
difficulty to arise out of leaving the provision as 
it is. 
Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, it seems to 
me that there is certainly some importance in this 
amendment. Though the right to obtain a title 
to these lands from the United States by patent, | 
must depend upon the fact of a party becoming a: 
citizen, yet the right to enter upon the lands, to 
occupy them, and reside there as a settler, is de- | 
pendent simply on the fact that the individual, in | 
the language of the bill, declares his intention to | 
become a citizen. Now, sir, under the natural- | 
ization laws of the United States, the declaration į 
of intention may be made either in a State court |} 
or in a Federal court. If the declaration of inten- | 
tion to become a citizen be made in a State court, 
and that court chooses to receive it, the public | 
officer cannot look behind the declaration of in- 
tention, as to the question whether the State court 


i 
| 
| 
i 


fore, Í think it is necessary that this restriction 
should be imposed, unless you mean to admit that | 
the negro population of the United States shall | 
become settlers upon the public lands, Especially | 
do I think it necessary, when I see many of the | 
prevalent opinions of some parts of this Union. | 
In many parts it is contended that negroes are | 
citizens. In such a case a State court would not | 
hesitate a moment to admit the declaration; and 
certainly the receiver or other land officer taking į 
the entry, will have no judicial authority to look 
behind the declaration. If the declaration be pre- 
sented by a party, and his identity be ascertained, 
he will have a right to settle upon the lands under 
this bill. I submit that the amendment is essen- 
tial. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


Į rise to ask my 


I would vote for the amendment of the Senator | 
from Kentucky, if | were not perfectly satisfied | 
that the whole question was covered by the sixth 
section itself. {ff understand it, it provides that | 
it shall apply only to a free white man. It! 
requires that the foreigner, to avail himself of its | 
benefit, ‘shall have filed a declaration of intention, | 


as required by the naturalization laws of the United i| 
States.” Does the Senator from Kentucky admit | 
that the naturalization laws apply to a man of! 


color? Again, it is provided that he ‘shall be-: 
come a citizen of the same before the issuance of | 
the patent ”? Now, does the Senator admit that | 

| 
become a citizen of the United States? If he 
admits that, then his amendment is a good one; 
but I deny that a negro can ever become a citizen 
of the United States, under the Constitution and 
he laws of the land. If he cannot become a citi- 
zen, the amendment of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky is of no sort of importance. If Senators 
admit that negroes can become citizens, they 


i 
i 
i 


ny a t, || contemplation of the Constitution, and, 
within the five years, become a citizen of the Uni- | 


ig place, 
h 
h 


admit that Fred. Douglass. may.take-h 
the Congress of the United States, if: 
be elected—a -proposition: against. 
my solemn protest. They are not citiz 


become citizens, If they cannot, the la 
fect and complete, as it is in the sixth sec 
Mr. GEYER. Mr President, }-am frie 
i the provisions of this bill so faras the 
plate grants of land to citizens of the United St 
native and naturalized, bat | am against th 
vision which proposes to make grants toal 
and | am especially opposed to the sixth on, 
because, in my apprehension, by. possibility a 
negro might make a declaration of intention. to De- 
come a citizen, obtain a certificate, which would 
admit of his making entry upon the public lands, 
and afterwards obtaining a tile to them,-if he 
resided there during the period required by the bill. 
But Í wish, before i proceed any. further, tô put 
one interrogatory to the friends of this section, 
and itis, why was a discrimination made between 
the first and the sixth section? Why was the 
word ‘“‘white’’ inserted in the first section, which 
applies to citizens of the United States, and that 
word omitted in the. sixth section, which applies 
to aliens? oe ea 
Mr. STUART. Ifthe Senator will allow me; 
I will answer that question, I will give him the ~ 
reason, as the history of the bill shows it, “When 
the bill was matured in the Committee of the 
House of Representatives, those words were not 
in the first section, but a motion was made ata 
later stage of the bill to insert the words in that 
particular place, and it was done. The bill, ort. 
ginally, did not intend to mike the discrimination 


jat all, because it was not deemed necessary to 


make it. j 

Mr. GEYER. That explanation, | take it, is 
merely informing us that the friends of this bill 
intended to make no discrimination whatever be- 
tween black and white. They amended the first 
section by inserting the words “ free white,” and 
did not amend the sixth section by inserting the 
same words. That is what | understand by the 
explanation of the honorable Senator from. Mich- 
igan. le explains how, but not why, the discrimi- 
nation was made. OY (use 

Now, sir, if it is designed that none but white 
persons shall obtain a title to land under the sixth 
section, why should objection be made to insert- 
ing the very words which the laws of the United 
States authorizing naturalization contain? ` By 
those laws none but a ‘‘free white person”? can ob- 
tain a certificate of naturalization. Ifa person, in 
order to obtain the benefit of the sixth section by 
a patent, must necessarily be a white person, why 
omit the word ‘ white???) Why not put it.in,; so 
as to place it beyond all question, that colcred, per- 
sons are not intended to be comprehended by. it? 

But, sir, are we certain that, even as the natu- 
ralization laws stand, negroes may not obtain. the 
benefits of this section? | refer not to negroes 
born in this country, who are claimed to be citi- 
zens of the United States in some portion of the 
Union, but to those who come from abroad. i 

In the first place, what is to prevent an alien 
negro coming into the United States, (or a negro 
whether he bean alien or not, Jand going into one 
of your State courts, and making a declaration of 
intention to become a citizen? Who shall prevent 
it? He goes to the clerk of the court and obtains 
his certificate. Clerksare to be found everywhere 
who will grant a certificate for a fee. When he 
has thus made his declaration, he enters upon the 
land, and cannot be expelled from it for five years, 
Nor, sir, can he, as I will show presently, be 
turned out of the possession of the land at any 
time, because, in order to occupy it, he is not 
under the necessity of having a certificate of natu- 
ralization. 

But again, sir, in these times, when we have 
gentlemen in the public councils, and may have 
on the bench, who believe in the * higher law 
doctrine,” and who would be ready to seize upon 
any words, in any act of Congress, to enable them 
to give an interpretation favorable to. their views, 
what is to prevent them from deciding that this 
word ‘individual,’ standing here in the sixth 
section, in bold relief against the language of the 


| first section, was intended to abrogate the restric- 


tion which confines the naturalization of foreigners 
to white persons? Who can anticipate what, in’ 
these times, would be the consequence of leaving 


the provision as it'is? Are we sure that the li 
judicial ‘officers’ öf the States (and many inferior 
tribunals: have the jurisdiction, and whose power 
nobody questions, to grant certificates of Natural- 
ization) will not “grant: a certificate to a negro? 
And: when the certificate is granted, who will 
question it? Can it be questioned by your officers 
in the land office? No, sir. ‘This section enables 
a man, upon obtaining a certificate, to get the title 
to the land, and the validity of the certificate can- 
not be questioned, if issued by a court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction. . 

Itseems to me singular that the precedent fur- || 


nished by the territorial act referred to by the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] has not been | 
followed, and the provisions of the first and sixth 
sections incorporated in one section. That act | 
provides for a grant of land “to every white male 
citizen of the United States, and every white male 
person above the age of twenty-one years, who 
‘has déclared his intention to become a vitizen.” 
This phraseology is unequivocal. Why shall it 
not be adopted, or language of like import be in- | 
serted in this bill? Why persist in leaving its || 
provisions doubtful, and liable to abuse, by a con- |; 
struction rendered plausible, to say the least, by 
the marked difference in the language employed 
in the two sections? 

But, sir, I have said that the alien need never 
-get a certificate of naturalization at all, and that 
he cannot be turned out of possession if he does 
not. By the first section, a citizen cannot, nor 
can an alien under the sixth section, obtain a pat- 
ent until the expiration of five years; but he is 
not obliged to obtain his patent on the day on 
which the five years expires, nor within the year. | 
If he may postpone it one day, he may postpone 
it a year, or twenty years. We know, moreover, 
that there are titles to land emanating from the 
Government of the United States, where parties 
‘have aright to a patent, but often many years 
elapse before they obtain it. The foreigner has a 
right to the land rightfully entered under the sec- |! 
tion, and cannot be disturbed in the possession ofi! 
it; he cannot be coerced to abjure his allegiance to | 
a foreign Power, and swear allegiance to the United |) 

States, until it suits him to do so. i 

But again, I object to this section, for another || 
reason: Any alien, white or black, be his char- 
acter good or bad, may make a declaration of in- 
tention to become a citizen, The naturalization 
laws contemplate the grant of citizenship only to | 
men of good moral character, attached to the in- |) 
stitutions ‘of this country. And, therefore, the | 
alien must prove by two witnesses that he isa man 
of good moral character, attached to the institu- $ 
tions of this country, before he can obtain a cer 
tificate of naturalization. i 

We require that an American citizen, in order to ! 
obtain the benefits of the act, shall be the head of i 
a family, or twenty-one years of age; and if he is 
a naturalized citizen, he must have been in the |: 
country long enough to give evidence of his attach- |: 
ment to the institutions of our country; he must |! 
prove such attachment in a court of justice; he |) 
must, on oath, renounce his allegiance to all foreign jj 

Powers, and swear to support the Constitution of |) 
the United States. It is proposed, however, by |: 
the sixth section, to give land to those who have 
not shown any evidence of a good moral hae 
acter; who present no proof of attachment to the | 

} 


Constitution or institutions of the country; who 


t 
United States. ' 

Sir, I have said I was in favor of this bill; and |! 
if the sixth and fourth section shall be stricken out | 
1 will vote for it with much pleasure; but while I | 
will make no discrimination whatever between the | 
citizens of the United States, natural or natural- | 
ized, native or foreign born, I will discriminate 
between the citizen, naturalized as well as native, 
against the alien. I will not put the alien upon 
the same footing with the citizen, native or foreign 
born. That is the principle on which I act. 

I have no apprehension that the bill will be lost 
in the House of Representatives, if amended. I 
do not think, however, that it will resule in 2s 
much good as some gentlemen seem to anticipate. 
{ do not think that it will favor a certain class of 
individuals, who sre looked to with great solici- 
tude—I mean the recruits in the army of occu- 
pation, who are to be sent out by the colonization 


t 
i 


$ 
t 
i 
f 
t 
| 
| 


|! patent can issue. y 
i| your existing naturalization law is in these words: | 
“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- ; 
tives of the United States of America in Conyress assem- j 
‘i bled, Yhat any alien, being a free white person, may be 


| whether they be white or not. 


: read, 1 
extent of such inconsistency repeals it. 
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society which’ has been: organized in this city, to 


Nebraska and Kansas: I do not believe that it 


is going to réclaim the loafers of the cities, and 
convert them into honest, industrious farmers. 
will’ diminish somewhat your receipts into the 


| Treasury; but it will accomplish some good, and 


for that reason I will vote for it, if amended. In 
the agricultural States, at least, if not in the plant- 
ing States, or where the public lands lie, there are 
many farmers occupying small farms, who may 
be called poor, who, though doing well enoug 


| for themselves and their families, are not able to | 


provide homes for their sons, accustomed to agri- 


| cultural labor on their fathers’ farm, who desire } 


to establish themselves, and have not the means 
to purchase land. They may, under the pro- 
visions of this bill, if it becomes a law, establish 
themselves, and each acquire a title to a quarter 
section of land in the neighborhood of the parent, 
it may be; and thus many industrious and worthy 
citizens may be benefited, not only without loss, 
but with greatadvantage to the country. Beyond 
this, in my judgment, the bill will accomplish very 
little good. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to have 
the question settled, whether, under the sixth sec- 
tion, any man, nota white man, can enjoy the 
benefits of the act. If I thoughtso, I should vote 


| for the amendment of ray friend from Kentucky. 
; But I understood the Senator from Missouri to 


say it was not clear that, under the naturalization 
law, acolored man might not become a citizen of 
the United States. 


Mr. GEYER. No, sir. It is clear enough, to 


my apprehension, that he cannot become a citizen. | 


But what I did say was, that that question would 
not be inquired into, on making the declaration 
of intention, and that the discrimination which is 


i made between the language of the first and sixth | 
sections may furnish a judge who is willing to set | 


up a higher law, room to make a construction in 
favor of the naturalization of negroes. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
that we are proceeding here as legislators, upon 
any apprehension that any higher law than the 
Constitution is to become the rule of action for 
this country. That a man who would outrage 
the Constitution and laws, might be made a judge, 


; is a possibility; but we are not legislating in view 
| of any such thing. We are legislating according 


to the facts as they are, Now, I maintain that no 
colored man can possibly enjoy the benefits of 


this act; because, before any one who is nota | 


citizen can do so, he has first to file his declaration 


of intention to become a citizen, and next he has | 


to reside upon the land for five years before a 
Sir, the very first section of 


admitted to become a citizen of the United States, or any 


| of theim, on the following conditions, and not otherwise,” 


ke. 
Then it is clear that no man buta white man 
can become a citizen of the United States under 


from the naturalization law, and the sixth section 


of this bill, and he will see that they are entirely |; 


different. It is perfectly true that, as the law now 
is, none but a free white person who is an alien 
can become a citizen of the United States; but 


does the Senator mean or pretend that you may | 
not change the law so as to give the benefits of: 
naturalization to any other persons than those | 


who are embraced in the section which he has 


read? Why, sir, you can repeal that law; and I; 
say this section is a repeal of it pro tanto, because ; 


it embraces persons who are not included in it. 


: That law is confined to free white persons who | 
This section is not confined to free i; 


re aliens. 


| white persons who are aliens. That law allows 


none to become naturalized who are not white. 
This section extends the benefits to other persons, 
It is therefore a 
virtual repeal of the law which the gentleman has 
It is inconsistent with that law, and to the 
f The 
whole wording of it shows its effect to be at war 
with the very principles upon which the whole 
naturalization system of this country has hereto- 
fore been carried out. 


It is very true that the naturalization laws re- 


It 


I do not suppose į 


quire-an alien to make a declaration of. intention, 
and to take an oath before he can become entitled 
lto naturalization, and allows none to become nat- 
viralized who are not white; but this section em- 
braces all persons who are residents of a State or 
Territory, whether they be black or whether they 
be white; and the only thing it is necessary for 
them to do under it, is to take the oath and make 
the declaration, to entitle them at once to enter 
upon the land. What signifies itif the act which 
the Senator has read embraces only free white 
persons, as he says it does? I admit it relates 
only to free white persons; but, sir, the effect of 
this section is to bring negroes within the pro- 
visions of that act, and to extend to them all the 
advantages and benefits of naturalization which 
have heretofore been extended to the white man 
alone. It not only does this, but it goes further. 
lt takes in all the Indians at home and abroad, 
ft takes in the Chinese, the coolies, and every 
description of individual, from the Anglo-Saxon 
down to the Hottentot. It takes in every person 
on the face of the earth who may think proper to 
come here and become a resident of a Territory or 
|a State, and then swear, as the naturalization 
|| laws of the country require him to swear, that he 
|i intends to become a citizen. When he does this 
| he may enter upon the land at once. __ . 
; But, sir, L have said that the provisions of this 
| section are in direct conflict with the act of Con- 
| gress authorizing the naturalization of foreigners. 
| That act embraces only white persons, and this 
| section takes in all individuals. Its language is 
tany individual ‘now a resident of any of the 
| States or Territories, and not a citizen of the 
United States, but at the time of making such 
‘application for the benefit of this act shall have 
filed a declaration of intention to becomea citizen,” 
&c. The word individual, is a general term, and 
embraces every person, both white and black. 
|| And every person, both white and black, not being 
l a citizen of the United States, may (if the officer 
before whom he proposes to file his declaration 
H will allow him) file such a declaration; and surely 
l every Abolitionist who may happen to be an of- 
‘ ficer will allow him to file it, and not only to file 
‘Lit, but to take the final oath of naturalization. 
i; And will the Senator from Tennessee say that, 
i . Py 
|| after having filed it, he may not enter the one hun- 
| dred and sixty acres of land under the provisions 
| 
{ 


|, of this bill? Who is to judge of his right to do 
| so. The Register of the Land Office has no right 
| to inquire into, and decide the question, of whether 
|i he can or cannot be naturalized, under the laws of 
|| the United States, but only whether he has filed a 
declaration of an intention to do so, according to 
the naturalization laws of Congress. Theright to 
file the declaration of an intention is one thing, and 
the filing it, according to the laws, is another thing. 
Under the naturalization laws,as they now exist, 
none but white persons have the right to file such 
: declaration; but this section gives the right to file 
ji such declaration to any individual, provided he ig 
'! nota citizen, resides in a Territory or State, be 
his color what it may. J do not say he may be- 
come a Citizen; for | will never admit that a negro 
ought to become a citizen; but I say he may file 
his declaration to become one, because the only 
|i limitations upon his right to do so is, that he is not 
a citizen, and lives in a Territory or State, Well, 
sir, if he files his declaration of intention, what 
then? May he not enter the land, may he not 
ake possession of and settle upon it, cultivate and 
use it, and have all the advantages of the exclu- 
sive occupancy of it; and if he dies, may he not, 
according to the second section of the bill, devise 
it to whom he pleases; for that section gives him 
the right to devise it;and if he dies without having 
made a last will and testarnent, it gives it to his 
widow, or, in case of her death, his heirs. 

Sir, | ask the Senator if he would give these 
lands to coolies, to Algerines, to Indians, and to all 
_ the other people of the earth, however uncivilized 

_ they may be, or of whatever color they may be; 
n would he give them the right, merely because 
| they reside in a State or Territory, to file a dec- 
‘+laration of an intention to become a citizen, 
l! and thereby to possess themselves of a hundred 
-and sixty acres of land, and, in case of death, to 
i: devise it to foreigners like themselves, or to trans- 
iimit it, by descent, to their widows or heirs, 
whether they be citizens or not? And this, sir, 
< must and will be the effect of this section of the 
l| bill, when taken in connection with the second 


i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


GLOB 


section, unless the amendment I proposéisadopted. 
Į am willing to put the naturalized citizen, in all 
respects, upon an equal footing with the native- | 
born citizen, so far as it regards every right 
to be acquired under the provisions ‘of this bill. 
But [ never will consent that persons.’ who are 
not embraced in the provisions of the naturaliza- 
tion laws, as they now exist, shall be included in 
the provisions of this bill—to the extent either of 
becoming naturalized, or of acquiring the exclu- 
sive right to enjoy and occupy the lands belonging 
to the people of the United States, and then of 
devising them, or transmitting them to their heirs. | 
I will say to the Senator, there ig another rea- | 
son which he has entirely overlooked in his com- į 
tients on the section which is proposed to be | 
amended. If he will look at the first ond second 
sections of the bill, he will find that it is provided 
that every free white person complying with the 
rovisions of the bill, who has entered upon the 
and and taken the final oath, shall obtain a patent 
ata certain time. The Senator will not say that 
the sixth section of the bill, as it now stands, does 
not extend to negroes, Indians, and all other in- 
dividuals the benefits of the first and second sec- 
tions of the bill, provided they file their declaration | 
and become naturalized. He will not say thatan | 
Abolitionist (one who claims the equality of the | 
negro with the white man) will refuse to let him | 
file his declaration, or to take the final oath of nat- 
uralization; it may be that the oath would be void, | 
and the right of citizenship not conferred; but it | 
1 

| 

j 


may be otherwise; and I am not disposed to con- į 
cede anything to the abolition spirit of the age. | 
I would rather leave nothing to doubt or construc- 
tion, but ** would make assurance doubly sure, 
and take a bond of fate.” Hi 

It is true he cannot obtain a patent until he be- || 
comes a naturalized citizen; and it may be that be 
never can become naturalized; but still he can, if 
this section is not amended, file his declaration of 
intention, which at once entitles him to enter upon 
the land to theexclusion of all others. Why, sir, 
he may file a declaration of intention to become 
naturalized, and yet not be able, under the Jaws, 
ever to become a citizen; but if he files his decha- | 
ration to do so, he has complied with the provis- 
ion of this bill, to the extent of acquiring a right | 
to enter the land, The sixth section, as I before | 
said, allows any man to do so; for the expression | 
is, ‘any individual now a resident of any one of | 
the States and Territories, and not a citizen of the 
United States.’? Does the Senator mean to say | 
that a negro is not an individual? Does he mean 
to say that an Indian, or anybody else, would not | 
be embraced in the word ‘individual???’ Sir, it 
embraces everybody. And why, J would ask, is ; 
the operation of the first section confined exclu- | 
sively to free white persons?) Why isitsaid ‘all | 
free white persons”? in the firat section, and * any i 
individual’? in the sixth? There must be some | 
reason forthis. The Senator from Michigan says 
that when this question was first before the Com- || 
mittee on Public Lands, the first section of the bill | 
did not contain the expression * free white per- | 
sons.” J will ask the Senator what is the reason | 
it did not, and why it was afterwards amended so |i 
ag to make it embrace free white persons? 

Mr. STUART. I will answer the Senator. It | 
was because the committee of the House, and, as | 
I understand, at least nine out of ten of its mem- | 
bers,thought that no person other than a free 
white person had any rights under the bill, I 
know that | myself had a long conversation with 
the former member from Tennessee, who is now } 
Governor of that Sate, (Mr. Andrew Johngon,] | 
who had charge of this billin the House, at the last 
Congress, at which that question was fully con- 
sidered, and we came to the conclusion that there 
was no sort of necessity for the qualificating, be-: 
cause none other than white personscould become 
citizens of the United States. 

Mr. DIXON. Why, then, may I ask the Sen- | 
ator, did they insert the words ‘free white per- 
sons” in the first section? f 

| 


| 
| 
if 
j 
{ 


{ 


Mr. STUART. It was done with the inten- 
tion of destroying the bill. The motion was, 
made under the belief that if those words were ij 
put in, there were men enough in the House, of | 
peculiar notions, who would vote against the bill | 
and kill it. 


cient response to the question, The Senator says 


| incipient step of naturalization shall be free white 


Mr. DIXON, I do not consider that a sufi- | 
| 


those words were inserted to destroy the bill. | 


Why, sig it is perfectiy evident that if the object 
was to destroy the bill, they would have left out 
the word * white,” because it must have been 
known that there wasa large majority of the Sen- 
ate decidedly against extending the privilege to 
negroes; and therefore, by ‘inserting the words 
“free whitg,” strength would have been given to 
the bill. I say to Senators here, who are not in 
favor of extending such rights to negroes, that 
they had better beware of this ‘sixth ‘section. 
Why, sir, a declaration of intention may be filed 
in any of the State courts, and I ask the Senator 
from ‘Tennessee this question: Suppose a negro 
goes into one of the courts of Massachusetts, or 
any of those States which declare that negroes 
may be citizens, and proposes to file his declara- 
tion of intention to become naturalized, does he 
suppose a judge there will hesitate to allow him 
to do so; and having done so, what is there to 
prevent his entering the land, according to the pro- 
visions of this section? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senator from 
Kentucky asks me a question which it will give 
me very great pleasure to answer. He wishes | 
to know whether L suppose that ajudge in Massa- 
chusetts, if a negro should come before him and 
propose to file bis declaration of intention to be- 
come a citizen of the United States, would decline 
to receive i? Lanswer, that l dosuppose he would; 
or if he did not, I would prove by the law that he 
was a perjured villain. If the Senator will allow 
me further, | will say that I think I can show him 
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I 
answer, that the law passed by the Congress of the 
United States prevents it. The very first provis- 
ion in the law declares that the incipient step, 
which is the filing of the declaration of intention, 
shall be by a free white man. Jt is impossible, 
therefore, that a colored man can even file his 
declaration, because the law declares that the per? 
sons who are to be entitled to the benefits of the 


men. Then it is imposstble that a colored man, 
as E have said, can ever filea declaration of inten- 
tion; and if he cannot file a declaration of inten- 
tion, I ask the Senator how can he enter upon 
the public Innds under this bill? | 

Mr. DIXON. l answer the Senator by saying 
that he himself, in the philippic pronounced by 
him a few days since against some members of 
this body, who believe in the higher law doc- 
trine, boldly assumed that there were some per- 
sons in this Senate, and some out of the Senate, 
who wholly disregarded the requirements of the 
Constitution, and did not feel themselves bound 
by the oaths they had taken to support it. He | 
was foremost ia the declaration that these were j 
the opinions entertained by some Senators on this 
floor, and by persons outside of the Senate Cham- | 
ber; but now, sir, the Senator, with that earnest- 
ness which only belongs to one who feels what he 
says, states that this would not bedone. Now,if 
they would do what the Senator but a few days 
ago said they would do, may they noi do it in this 
case? May they not contend, that though the act 
he has read includes only free white persons, that | 
this sixth section embraces negroes also? The 
Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner,] pro- 
claimed here that he did not fee! himself bound by 
the solemn obligation of an oath to support the | 
Constitution of the United States. | 

Mr. SUMNER. I call the Senator to order. | 
I know he does not intend to misrepresent me. | 

Mr. DIXON. Surely not. i 

Mr. SUMNER. I made no such declaration. | 
I did not say that I did not feel myself bound by 
the obligation of an oath to support the Constitu- 
tion. I said that my oath to support it was not 
as the Senator from Kentucky understands it, but | 
as l understand it. 7 

Mr. DIXON. That is precisely the way I un- 
derstood the Senator. 

The Senator takes the ground, as he did ona 
former oeeasion, that he has taken an oath to sup- 
port the Constitution, not as the Senator from 
Kentucky understands it, or the Supreme Court 
‘understands it, but as the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts understands it; and he atrempted to fortify 
himself behind the opinion of that eminent and 
distinguished man, Andrew Jackson, to show that 
he had the right to do so. 


iby the judicial tribunals of the country. 


him in fame or character, John Quincey A Pa 
declared his entire acceptance of that rule of ibtér~ 
pretation. Therefore that rule stands ‘not on 
intrinsic reason alone, but on the authority of tx 
Presidents of the United States—Andrew: Jack 
son and John Quincy Adams, 00 os Cee 

Mr. DIXON.’ Ido not think the Senator from: 
Massachusetts has done justice, either tò the dis- 
tinguished ex-President, to whom he alludes, from 
Massachusetts, or to the distinguished ex-Pregi- 
dent from Tennessee. Neither of them ever con- 
tended that, as citizens, they were not bound: to 
obey the laws ag they were, or that they had the 
right to- place their own construction of them or “ 
of the Constitution in opposition to that given 

s les 
gislators and chief magistrates of the United 
States, they claimed, as they had the right to doj in 
making laws, to judge for themselves of the con- 
stitutional power to make them. But, did ‘they, 
or either of them, ever maintain that, as citizens, 
they were not bound to obey a law passed ‘by 
Congress, so long as it remained in force, not- 
withstanding their opinions, as citizens, might have - 
been against its constitutionality? I defy the Sen-: 
ator to show that they ever maintained any opinion 
30 absurd and treesonable. The Senator claims 
the right, as a citizen, as well as legislator, to 
conatrue the laws and Constitution as he under- 
stands them; and, understanding the fugitive slave 
law to be unconstitutional, he is under no obliga- 
tions to obey it. Let me tell the Senator from 
Massachusetts that the exercise of such a right as 
this, would justify every act of crime that can be 
committed against the laws of the country; and all 
that the thief, the robber, the murderer, and the 
traitor would have to do to screen himself from 
the penalties of the law, would be to say that, 
according to his construction of it, he had. done 
nothing more than he hed a right todo... 

And Jet me say further to the Senator, that 
those who think with him, that they ‘have the 
right as citizens to construe the Jaws as they, and 
not as the courts, understand them—will find'the 
claim of such right, a poor plea in bar, should 
they be arraigned for a criminal violation of them, 
And I will say further that the exercise on the 
part of a citizen of such a right, would result in 
the subversion of all law, and of all order, in the 
breaking down of all the ramparts afforded by the 
Constitution and laws, for the protection of the 
rights of the citizen, and finally in the overthrow 
of the Government fiself. i i 

And now, sir, I wish to say to my friend from 
Tennessee, that, understanding as he does the 
claim set up by the Senator from. Massachusetts, 
to construe the Constitution of the United States 
and the laws of Congress as he and those who 
agree with him as to the right, understand them, 
is at once to leave the construction of the naturali- 
zation laws entirely to their understanding, and to 


| be obeyed or not as they may understand them. 


Can the honorable Senator from Tennessee doubt 
that, in connection with this sixth section, they 
would so construe them as to give all the benefits 
of this act to every description of persons, whether 
black or white, and to administer to them the final 
oath of naturalization. 

And again, sir, when, as was justly remarked by 
the honorable Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Gery- 
ER,}] we have gentlemen in the public councils, and 
may have them on the bench, in every State in 
which the lands contemplated by this bill lie, who 
believe not only in the higher law doctrine, but in 
the right of negroes to citizenship; and who would 
be ready to seize upon any words in any act of 
Congress to enable them to give an interpretation 
favorable to their views, what is to prevent them 
from deciding that this word * individual,” stand- 
ing here in the sixth section in bold relief, against 
the language of the first section, was intended to 
abrogate the restriction which confines the natu- 
ralization of foreigners to white persons? 

Now, sir, taking this view of the case, T would 
ask my honorable friend from Tennessee if it ever 
occurred to him that the validity of the- title ac- 
quired by a negro to land, under the provisions of 
this bill, as well as of his right to citizenship, 
may not be the subjects of adjudication by the 
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courts of the States.in which the Jand may: hap- l 


pento- lie; and that if the right of the negro: to 
thetand, under this act, depends. upon his right 
` to citizenship, a court believing in the doctrine of 
the higher law power, as well as -of the equality 


of. negroes with white men, will not only decide. 


in favor of the legality of such. tide, but ‘also of 
the right of the negro to citizenship: {f the hon- 
orable Senator. would not make citizens of ne- 
groes, or enable others to do so, and thereby. con- 
cede to the Abolitionists a right which they have 


contended forso long, and so zealously, and į 


which has been resisted with so much firmness by 
those who would keep upa distinction between the 
white and.black races, it would be well for him to 
vote for the amendment. 
slavery contend that the amendment is unneces- 
sary, and that the object intended to be attained 
by itis accomplished without it; but this, as I said 
before, may or may not be, but of one thing I 


am certain, that in caution there is safety, and | 


that it is unwise to trust those whom you know 
to be your enemies, and who are “armed to do 
you to death.” 

Mr. STUART. The Senator will pardon me 
for interrupting him. lam very anxious to save 
time upon this billas far as we can; and I believe 
1 may say that the friends of the measure will 
consent to the modification which he proposes, 
though the section means without it what it will do 
with it, 

Mr. DIXON. I want no controversy about it; 
but I wish to say to the Senator, that I do not be- 
lieve it means without it what it will with it, and 
believing that it does not, I shall vote against the 
section. ` 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and 
nays have been ordered upon the amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD. Ido not think that the argu- 
ment of the Senator from Tennessee answers the 
objection made to this section, as it stands, with- 
outthe amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky. The right to become a citizen of the 
United States is prescribed in the naturalization 
laws, and is given only to white persons, but a 
general declaration of intention may be made bya 
party who will never Lecome entitled to become a 


citizen, who may not comply with the subsequent | 


requisitions, who may become incapacitated by 
some subsequent event from carrying out his dec- 
laration of intention. Well, now, by a declara- 
tion of intention a person does not renounce his 
allegiance, because the renunciation of allegiance 
is only made when he is admitted to be a citizen 

The declaration of intention may be made before 
any clerk of a State court in this country, Under 


ual 
Me. STUART. T suggest to the Senator from 
Delaware that the friends of the bill will agree to 
the amendment. 
Mr. BAYARD. If that is the case, I will not 
detain the Senate longer. 


Mr. CHASE. I shall vote against the amend- | 


ment, in the first place, because | regard itas nu- 
gatory. [thas been demonstrated upon this floor 
that the change proposed will effect nothing at all. 
The naturalization law, as it now stands, confines 
the right of naturalization to free white persons, 
Upon that policy, at this time, I express no 
opinion; but the law as it stands is explicit. I 
shall vote against the amendment, in the second 
place, because if the law were otherwise, and the 
amendment could have any practical effect it would 
be inhuman and unjust. There is hardly a State 
inthis Union in which colored persons are not per- 
mitted to hold lands. To extend to them the full 


benefits of this bill would only recognize in them į 
real estate, which is secured | 


that capacity to hold 
to them by the laws of North Carolina and of 
Virginia, just as much as by the laws of Ohio and 


Massachusetts, I shall therefore vote against the | 


amendment, in the first place, because it is nuga- 
tory, and in the second place, because it is inhu- 
man and unjust; and I doubt whether the friends 
of the bill will promote its chances by agreeing 
to it. 

Mr. CASS. I think myself it is a great deal 
better to agree to the amendment. The bill wants 
support; it wants aid; and here are gentlemen 
who, unless the amendment prevails, will vote 
against it. Now, Mr. President; the first section 
ofthe bill confines its provisions to free white 
persons, The provision that operates upon every 


Senators opposed to | 


this law, as it stands, as Í read it, if any individ- 


I our own citizens? Lam very clear, in my mind, 


‘the naturalization laws, and therefore cannot take 


| said it was in 1849; but the very fact that such a | 


person born in the United States, operates upon 
white persons only. No colored person born in 
the United States can take advantage of it. Should 
we extend to foreigners a greater privilege than to 


that the provision is unnecessary. I believe my- 
self that the latter clause excludes every person 
who is not white; that a colored person cannot, 
as has been iustly contended, take advantage of 


advantage of thislaw. It has been said that he 
can file a declaration of intention. I say a decla- į 
ration is a void act if the person has no right to 
become naturalized. It is perfectly void; it gives 
no right; ivisa mere piece of waste paper. Butt | 
repeat, we all agree that the two provisions should | 
be the same. Some of us contend that they are | 
so; others say they are not; but I believe every 
man on the floor contends they should be. That 
being the case, and doubts being raised by some 
gentlemen, I am willing to vote for the amend- 
ment and remove the doubts; and Iam the more 
willing to do so, because I do not want to lose 
a single vote to the bill. 

Mr. MALLORY. The honorable Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Cuase] objects to theamendment upon | 
two grounds. The first is, thatit would be nuga- ; 
tory; the second is, that it would be eminently 
unjust. It would be unjust, as he intimates, be- 
cause it is unjust to deprive negroes of holding 
property in the Territories. Does he mean to say 
that the clause, as it stands, will permit them to 
come in under the bill? Is that what he means? 

Mr. CHASE. I said that the amendment, in 
my opinion, was nugatory, and in that respect the 
honorable Senator correctly represents me. 1 said 
that if it was effective, it would be unjust; that is to | 
say, if it were to accomplish this object—if the 
present bill did allow colored persons to participate | 
in the benefits of the enactment, and theamendment 
should exclude them—that operation of it would 
be unjust, I do not say that it has that operation; 
on the contrary, I said quite the reverse. 

Mr. MALLORY. It strikes me that itis emi- 
nently proper to insert the provision here, as it is 
in the first clause of the bill. The States, by 
their own legislation, have determined what are 
the disqualifications of colored persons. There 
are certainly many classes of colored blood who 
do become naturalized citizens of the United 
States. We witness every day in the courts, that 
persons with negro blood in their veins have be- 
come citizens. If the objection be made in south- 
ern States to their coming into the witness box, 
or to obtaining other privileges, that they are col- 
ored persons, they are set aside. In such a case, 
when it should be discovered that they were im- į 
properly naturalized, under this clause of the bill 
they would, notwithstanding, hold a patent to the 
lands, although they might not be citizens of the 
United States in the courts forany other purpose. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Although Thavea fixed and 
settled opinion upon this question, as to whether 
a black, or any other than a white person, can 
become a citizen of the United States, yet as by 
many it is regarded as an exceedingly interesting | 
question, | desire to makearemark. i remember, 
sir, very well, that in the year 1849, applications 
were made to the Department of State for pass- 
ports for other than white persons. I refused 
them, on the ground that a passport contains a 
certificate that the person who receives it is a citi- 
zen of the United States; and as I did not concur 
in the opinion that any but. a white person could 
be a citizen of the United States, I declined giving | 
the passports. But, sir, I found immediately that 
I was assailed by a great portion of the northern 
press, and by many respectable persons at the 
North, who seemed to think that the point was | 
not correctly settled at the Department. I have | 
never changed my opinion upon the subject; but j 
that opinion to which I refer, that colored persons 
can become citizens of the United States, and are 
citizens of the United States, is entertained by a 
very respectable and censiderable portion of the 
people of the northern States. A provision in the 
Constitution of the United States declares that ‘* the | 
citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
States.” If, then, it was argued a colored man, 
could be a citizen of Massachusetts, he is a citi- 
zen of the United States; and so they held he was 
entitled toa passport. My opinion is now as l| 


question was raised then, and that the Depart- 
ment was extensively assailed upon that ground, 
shows the necessity and importance of the amend- 
ment proposed. If there be any doubt at all upon 
this subject, it is the duty of the Senate to amend 
this bill, to make it as clear as possible, and ta 
declare that none but white persons shall enjoy 
the benefits of this act. “ase 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I shall vote for 
the amendment becanse the friends of the bill want 
it; but | do it with the express declaration, that [ 
do not admit thereby that it is possible under the 
Constitution of the Ufited States for a negro to 
become a citizen of the United States. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I really think it makes no 
difference whatever how Í vote in this case; but 
as | see how my friends are voting, I shall vote 
“cc yea.” 

Mr. PETTIT. I decidedly concur with the 
Senators from Tennessee and Illinois, that it is 
utterly impossible that a negro can become a citi- 
zen, and consequently that itis utterly impossible 
for him to enjoy the benefits of this bill; but 1 shall 
vote ‘* yea.” 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 37, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Bell, 
Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass. Clay, 
Clayton, Dawson, Dixon, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, 
Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Johuson, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Shields, Stidell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, 
Weller, and Williams—37. 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Chase, Dodge of Iowa, Fessen- 
den, Fish, Foot, Gitlette, Hamlin, James, Jones of Towa, 
Nonis; Rockwell, Seward, Sumner, Wade, and Walker 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ALLEN’S name was, in the first’ place, 
recorded ‘* yea,” but he subsequently said: I 
wish to have my vote changed. There was a 
mistake in it, T intended to say “no;” I see it 
is entered “ yea” on the list. The name of my 
colleague (Mr. James] is not entered at all; he 
votes the same way. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The change 
can only be made by unanimous consent, 

There was no objection, and the vote was 
changed accordingly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is still 
another amendment pending, offered by the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, [Mr. Dixon.] It is to add 
at the end of the sixth section the following: 

Provided, That the benefits of this act shall not extend 
to the children, beirs, or devisees of aliens born out of the 
United States, and not entitled to citizenship. 

Mr. DIXON, |} think that every Senator who 
will examine the second section of the bill, in con- 
nection with this section, will see that an alien, 
who, having obtained the benefit of the act, on 
the declaration of his intention to become a citi- 
zen, dies, he may, if he chooses, devise his lands 
to any person; and if he makes no devise, the 
operation of the two sections together would cast 
the lands upon the children of the alien. I am 
not myself in favor of giving the benefits of this 
bill to persons who are not citizens, or who will 
not become citizens. I am in favor, when an 
alien declares his intention to become, and does 
actually become, a citizen, of giving him the full 
benefit of it; but if he does not become a citizen, 
I am not for extending to his children, who are 
not citizens, rights which they would not other- 
wise have had. I think every Senator who will 
examine the two sections will see the propriety of 
the amendment as I do. 

Mr. CASS. I seea hardship in this case. It 
is this: A man enters upon his land, remains on 
it for four or five years, makes it valuable, and 
dies, leaving. minor children who would have been 
citizens by our law on his becoming a citizen, but 
who are not so by his death; what is then to be- 
come of this properiy? Is it to be forfeited ? 

Mr. DIXON. I ‘would say to the honorable 
Senator that the provisions of this act will extend 
its benefits to aliens, who are grown persons, if 
they should happen to be children of an alien 
who has made his declaration of intention to be- 
come a citizen, and who dies without becoming à 
citizen. I presume the honorable Senator would 
not be in favor of extending the provisions of the 
act to a person living in England or anywhere 
else, at the time of the death of his ancestor, he 
hang an alien who has entered npon the public 
ands. 

Mr. CASS. I suggest to the Senator whether 
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he had not beter leave that to the local law? Ifi] 


the local law of Alabama, for instance, allows 
them to hold property, let it be done. l think 
this might commit a great hardship, especially if 
the local law permits such persons to hold prop- 


erty. 

Mr. DIXON. I suggest to the Senator that this 
bill does not leave it to the local law. : 

Mr. CASS. I am aware of that; but I suggest 

_to the honorable Senator whether it would not be 
better to leave this point to the local law, instead 
of taking the property from the children. 

Mr, DIXON. This is the point. This bill 
casts the property upon the children of an alien. 
I puta case to the Senator. An alien living in a 
State or Territory files his declaration of intention 
to become a citizen of the United States, and at 
once makes an entry, in pursuance of the princi- 
ples of this bill, upon one hundred and sixty acres 
ofland. He enters upon the land, and dies, leav- 
‘ing in Germany, or in England, or in Ireland, 
anywhere else abroad, children who are grown, 
‘Having himself made the entry under the provis- 


ions of the second section of ‘this act, he entitles | 


those children living in England, Germany, Ire- 
iand, or anywhere else, to come here and obtain 
open for the land without being naturalized. 

ill the Senator agree to that? * 

Mr. CASS. 
ence to that, and itis a point which I should wish 
to have changed; but I think when a man dies and 
leaves a minor family who would by law, ipso facto, 
become citizens of the United States; when he be- 


comes naturalized, and leaves the property with || 


them, and they are living upon it, theré ought to 
be some security for them. I think it should be 
held by them when they are living upon it. 

Mr. DIXON. Ifthe Senator will examine the 
second section of the bill, he will see at once that 
the law gives the land to the alien child. He gets 
the full benefit of the law, and he may obtain a 
patent for the land, It is with a view to prevent 
that that I offer the proviso. 

Mr. CASS. Therefore, I suggest again to the 
Senator, whether his object could not be obtained 
by limiting that provision of the act to persons 
leaving minor children in this country, who are 
residents with him upon the property ? 

Mr. DIXON. I will say to the honorable Sen- 
ator that this bill expressly casts it upon such per- 
sons as | have described. 

Mr.STUART. Then change it. 

Mr. DIXON. My amendment does change the 
provision of the bill) eae 

Mr. STUART. I suggest to the Senator, in- 
stead of excluding children of aliens entirely, to 
exclude those only who are not residents in this 
country. 

Mr. DIXON: Thatis whattheamendment does, 

Mr. CLAY. I suggest to the Senator from 
Kentucky that his object, and that of the Senator 
from Michigan, can be accomplished, I think, by 
an addition to the amendment which he offers. 1 
will take the amendment and point it out. 

Mr. DIXON. Will the Senator write out the 
addition ? : 

Mr. CLAY. I am going to suggest it, and if 
the Senator approves of it, he can adopt it. The 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] does not deny,. 
as I understand, the position assumed by the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky. Theré is no doubt that the 
bill, in its present form, is in conflict with the 
laws of many of the States. It is in conflict with 
the laws of Alabama, where aliens have no in- 
heritable blood, and where property is not trans- 

„mitted by descent to their heirs. The purpose 
of the Senator fram Kentucky is to amend the bill 
so as to avoid this conflict, and not infringe upon 
the rights of the States in determining who shall 
be heirs. 
ment.which will meet the views of both Senators. 

Mr. DIXON. ‘The Senator misunderstands 
my object. By the second section of the bill, if 
an alien has entered upon the land, having made 
a declaration of his intention to become a citizen, 
and then dies before becoming naturalized, the 
land is cast-upon his children, they being aliens. 


110 


L agree with the Senator in refer- j| 


I think I can suggest the proper amend- || L! 
| laws, when a minor resides here, and the ancestor 


| his objectis to correct that error in the bill—that 


his amendment will do so, and at the same time | 


| with a simple addition. The amendment of the 


but L will write out the amendment to meet the 


| Senator from Alabama only proposes to amend it. 


| could inherit the land by the laws of the State in which the 


| making such a declaration. 


la citizen of the United States, or obliged to be- 
! come a citizen before he can acquire a legal title to 


i the Senators here will agree that that ought to be 


| Alabama be adopted asa substitute for that of the 


Mr. CLAY. I so understood. -I understood 
fully what the Senator was aiming at, and I say 


invasion of the rights of the States. Now I say 
meet the views of the Senator from Michigan, 


Senator from Kentucky is in these words: 

“ Provided, That the benefits of this actshall not extend 
to the children, heirs, or devisees of aliens born out of the 
United States, and not entitled to citizenship.” 


And there itstops. Now, I think by adding— 


object. 

Mr. PRATT. I should much prefer to have 
the vote taken upon the amendment as offered by 
the Senator from Kentucky; because if he agrees 
with the reasoning of the honorable Senator from 
Michigan, | do not know but that I should be 
obliged to submit the amendment which he is 
asked to withdraw. * 

Mr. The 


DIXON. I do not withdraw it. 
Mr. PRATT. Ido not want to make a speech 
upon it. i 
Mr. CLAY. Ipropose this modification of the 
amendment, which will meet the views of the 
Senator from Michigan, I presume: | | 
Provided, That the benefits of this act shall not extend 


to the children, heirs, or devisees of aliens born out of the ji 
United States, and not entived to citizenship untess they 


land may be situated. j 


Mr.SHIELDS. ‘State or Territory.” 
Mr. CLAY. Well, make it ‘State or Terri- 


tory.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, [Mr. Wetter.] 
Does the Senator from Kentucky accept that 
modification? 

Mr. DIXON. I do not. I think itis wrong. 
I think the amendment, as I offered it originally, 
is correct. Some of the States may authorize 
aliens to inherit lands. I do not know, but I 
think some of them do. E am not in favor of 
granting Jands belonging to the people of the 
United States, to persons who remain out of the 
United States, who are born out of the United 
States, and who are not citizens, and have taken 
no steps whatever to constitute themselves citi- 
zens, merely from the fact, that their ancestor has 
filed a declaration of intention to becomea citizen, 
and entitled himself to the benefits of this act by 
I think the modifica- 
tion which the Senator proposes is not right; and 
therefore do not accept of it. 

Mr. PRATT. The object of the amendment 
is to prevent anybody being entitled to hold lands 
within the limits of the United States who is not 


the land. That is the object. I suppose that all 
the- case; that no one should be entitled to hold 
lands in the United States who is not obliged to 
become a citizen of the United States. Now, if 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 


Senator from Kentucky, this object would not be 
attained. Under the provisions of the bill as it 
now stands, the children of any person who de- 
clares his intention to become a citizen, in the 
event of the death of that person so declaring his 
intention, would become per se, by the death, the 
owners in fee simple of the land. There would 


naturalized, in order to enable him ‘to bego. 
owner in fee of land within the limits of the Ae: 
ted States. The result.would be, in all. that 


ihat class 
of cases, that persons not citizens of the United 
States would be owners of land within its limits. . 
I think that is wrong, nor can there be any, neces- 
sity for it. ‘The honorable Senator from Michigan 
supposes that there would be a hardship on the part 
of the child residing here not to inherit this estate 
of the ancestor at the death of the parent. ifthe 


| child resides here, under the pravisions of this 


pill, on the death of the ancestor, he would þe- 
come the head of the family, and he would be 
entitled himself to enter, make his declaration, 


| become a citizen, and take up the.one hundred and 


sixty acres of land ‘which the ancestor left, That 
would become his land by only declaring. hie in- 
tention to become a citizen; so that the difference 
would be only, by the adoption of the amendment 
of the Senator from Kentucky, to provide that no 
party should become the owner in. fee of landin 
the United States without becoming a citizen; and 


| no hardship would exist, because such a child of . 


a party thus dying would be a foreigner, and 
would only have to make a declaration of. inten- 
tion to entitle him to all the benefits of thissbill. . 

Mr. SEWARD. The bill, as { understand it, 
provides that when an alien, having declared his 


| intention to become a citizen of the United States, 
| shall settle upon these lands, he shall become the 


owner thereof, after an occupancy of five years; 
and it declares further that, in case of his death, - 
his children shall own it—that the land shall be- 
come the property of his children. The proposed | 


amendment is to the effect that, in case he shall 
have died before becoming naturalized, the lands 


| shall revert to the United States. That! suppose 


tó be the effect of the amendment. i 

Mr. DIXON. The amendment only provides 
that children (born out of the United States) of 
jersons born out of the United States. shall not 
inherit the land. . Pa aiy 

Mr. SEWARD. Where would itgo? Would 
it revert to the United States ? i : 

Mr. DIXON. It is limited to those only who 
are born out of the United States. ; 

Mr. BENJAMIN. And living out of the Uni- 


j ted States. 


Mr. SEWARD. Iam glad to see that it is 
limited so far. Would the honorable Senator be 
willing that it should read ‘children living out of 
the United States?” -` 

Mr. DIXON. I am willing to insert ‘‘chil-. 
dren living in the United-States, and. who have 
not attained the age of twenty-one-years;’’. but 1 
would not extend the provisions of the bill to chil- 


| dren over twenty-one years, and who are aliens. 


Mr.SEWARD. Whati want to guard against 
is the great hardship which it will be, if, after an 
alien has gone upon the one hundred and sixty 
acres of land and reduced it'into a condition fit to 
live upon, and he dies, leaving a destitute family 
there, the Government should not. only take the 
land back, but also the improvements which the 


| settler has made upon it. That is the effect of the 


proposition as it stands; and if that is- so, I shall 
certainly vote against it. 

The Government is the owner of the land. It 
has the power to attach certain conditions to the 
grapt of the land. It gives if upon any terms 
that it pleases. fit fixesa condition which seems 
to be a just and humane one, that the land should. 
revert without the improvement to the Govern- 
ment, there would be less objection to it; butafter ~ 


i izen of the United States; but that is not the case 


| bill imposes no obligation upon him to become 


i the settler has invested his labor and money in the. 
| land, to withdraw it into the general fund of the 
| United States, and. withdrawing not only the 
original grant, but the improvement which en- 
hanced its value, would be a great hardship. Isee 
| no inconvenience to result from this, for it may 
be in States which have not adopted the policy to 
becomes naturalized, the minor, by that natural- |; let children in such cases inherit the land.  I:do 


ization of the ancestor, becomes a naturalized eit- |! not see that there is any objection to it in princi- 
iple. On thecontrary, in many of the States, with, 


the laws of which | am acquainted, there has been 
‘a great relaxation in the laws on thesubject of the 
descent of lands to-aliens.. All these objectiong 


be no subsequent necessity, in order to their being 
entitled to the land, that they should become nat- 
uralized citizens of the United States, whether they 
lived here, or whether they were abroad at the 
death of the ancestor. 

Now, I am aware that, under the naturalization 


here. The ancestor never becomes naturalized; 
consequently the child is not naturalized, and the 
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axe-removed now, I 

ern States, . oe Lag 
Mr. DIXON. ` I suggest a modification 

amendment, so that it will read: 


Provided, That the benefits of this act shall not extend 
te. the childrén,.heirs, or devisees of aliens born -out-of the. 
United States who are not entitled to citizenship, and who 
are twenty-one years of ages. peels ` 
o Mr. SHIELDS. Before the vote is taken, I 
wish to submit to my friend from Kentucky my 
views. A man goes and settles upon this land 
‘after declaring his intention to become a citizen of 
the United States. He is prevented from con- 
summating that intention by the act of God, by 
the act of Heaven. Now, after the head of the 
family has made a settlement and lodgment on 

-the lands, perhaps after he has cleared out a little | 
home, and built ‘a little cabin, by his labor and 
‘sweat there, you add to the condition that he shall 
cultivate the land, a further provision that, after he 
has done this, if he dies, his family shall be de- 
prived of the little home thathe has made by his la- 
bor there. In my humble opinion, that will appear 
to be an ungracious amendment. 1 see what the 
honorable Senator intends; but he must act upon 
some general principle. 

Mr. DIXON. Will the honorable Senator 
allow mea moment? He will observe that the 
amendment, as it now reads, only excludes those 
who areover the age of twenty-one years. Now, 
would the honorable Senator be in favor of giving 
the lands belonging to the United States tu non- 
resident aliens who have taken no oath to support 
the Constitution of the country? It might happen 
that one of these persons who declared his inten- 
tion to become a citizen, and settled upon the tand, 
might leave children in the country from which 
he has immigrated, who would be hostile to the 
Government and enemies to this Republic, and 
who might refuse to take the oath of naturaliza- 
tion, should they be entitled to the land? Econ- 
fess I feel the force of the Senator’s remarks. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I see that equally; but I 
‘think that he can make the provision such that 
the parties, on the death of the ancestor, should 
(go on the land and cultivate it, perform the condi- 
tions which the ancestor obligated himself to per- 
“form, and become citizens, or not take the land. 
That, in my humble judgment, would be carrying 
Out the intention, ‘ 

Mr. DIXON, I will modify the amendment. 

t Mr. DIXON called for the yeas and nays upon 
the amendment; and they were ordered. 

As modified, it reads as follows: 


Provided, That the benefits of this act shall not extend 
to the children. heirs, or devisees of aliens born out of the 
United States Who are not entitled to citizenship, and-who 
are twenty-one years of age. 4 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kentucky has still further modified his 
amendment, so as to read: 


Provided, That the benefits of this act shall not extend 
to the children, heirs, or devisees of aliens born out of the 
Tnited States, who are twenly-one years of age, until they 
shall file their declaration of intention to become citizens 

of the United States. 
. The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
regulted—yeas 21, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Benjamin, Brown, 
Butler, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, Fitzpatrick, 
Geyer, Hunter, Johnson, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, 
Sebastian, Thompson of Kentucky, and ‘Poucey—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Chase, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Dodge of Towa, Fish, Foot, Gillette, James, Jones 
of lowa, Jones of ‘Tennessee. Norris, Pettit, Seward, 
Shields, Stuart, Wade, Walker, Weller, and Williams—20. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN. Before the vote is taken on the 
motion of the Senator from Delaware to strike out 
the sixth section, I desire to offer an amendment, 
‘to perfect that section. -Itis to add an additional 
proviso, as follows: 

And provided further, That foreign born persona who 
fail to become citizens within five years from the date of 
their declaration of intention to become so, shall lose all 
rights under this act. 

I simply wish to remark that the amendment 
carries out the idea which I expressed the other | 
day in debate with my friend from Alabama. I 
then expressed the opinion that if a foreigner re- 
sided upon the land for five years, and failed to 
take out his naturalization papers, he could not 
receive the title, because, not being a citizen, he 
could not get it. The Government would refuse 
to hold up the land any longer, and he would 
necessarily lose all rights under it. I find, in con- 
yersation with Senators, for whose opinions | have 


believe, in-most.of the north- 
cof my 
H 
| 


‘the people, when they come her 


gr st, th ey differ from me abou that 
éonstruction. [have no intentio 
foreigner ‘to settle down on: the p 
remain there ten, fifteen, twenty, or fifty years, if 
he chooses, without. becoming.a citizen. | want 
e, to take out nat- 
uralization, papers, as prescribed by law, and espe- 
cially if they come under the benefit of an act like 
this. All T-mean by this amendment is’ simply 
that a man shall settle upon the land if he chooses 
to make a declaration of intention to become a 
citizen, and perfects that declaration by actually 
becoming a citizen. i 
Mr. PETTIT. Wil the Senator allow me to 
make a suggestion before he takes his seat, which, 
perhaps, he may answer? The objection which 


t I have to the amendment is not to its substance, 


bat to its form. If it were extended to six years, 


| I should have no objection to it. 


Mr. BROWN. 
Mr. PETTIT. 


Mr. President—— 

Just allow me one moment for 
explanation, andl then, when the Senator under- 
stands me, if | am wrong, I may be corrected. 
Our naturalization laws new first require that a 
foreigner, upon landing, shall make his declara- 
tion; but that is always waived, and he is notlim- 
ited, but he can stay ten years, or five years, or 
one year, and then make ıt; but they require that 
he shall have been here five years before he can 
like out final naturalization papers. What is the 
result? If he comes here, then, under that provis- 
ion, as the Senator now has it, and stays two days, 
or one day even, before he files his declaration of 


| mtention, he will be postponed two days beyond 


five years from the time he comes here, and the 
result will be, as the Senator will see, that he will 
lose alt his improvements because he cannot be 
naturalized within five years after coming here. 
Mr. BROWN. 1 will say to the Senator that 
he is mistaken. The party must make his decla- 
ration of intention before he can enter upon the 
land; then his five years commence running. He 
remains five years upon the land before he can get 
out his papers; but I do not care, if it will be any 
gratification to the Senator, to put in six years. 


| AN that I want is a limit, 


Mr. PETTIT. Lam perfectly willing to agree 
to the amendment, if six years are inserted. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I will suggest that the amend- 
ment would be better if it provided that thatshould 


be the case on thé expiration of the five years, if | 


his-not perfecting his citizenship was by his own 
neglect. There might not be a court convenient 
for him to take out his papers. 

Mr. BROWN. There will always. be a court 
somewhere. 
making it read six years. : 

Mr. BAYARD. The amendment, as it still 
stands, I think is open to objection. According to 
my reading of it, its effect will be this: suppose a 
foreigner to be now in the United States, who is 
in a condition to become a citizen, but has not yet 
carried out perfectly his intention to become one. 
The five years have elapsed; that is, he has de- 
clared his intention more than five years. If the 
amendment is adopted, he would come within the 
exception, and could not take the benefit of the 
iaw, though subsequently he should take out his 
papers, because the six. years may have already 
expired. There are many cases of that kind; 
there are many persons in the United States who 
have declared their intention, but have not become 


citizens; it often happens from ignorance, and | 


“sometimes from other causes. 
Mr. BROWN. I see the force of the Senator’s 


remark, and | will modify the amendment so that į 


it shall read six years from the time of entry on 
the land. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question, 


“and declared that the *“ noes”’ appeared to have it. 


Mr. BROWN. If there is any controversy 
about it, I ask for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 37, nays 9; as follows: 


VEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atcbison, Badger, Bay- 
ard, Benjamin, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, 
Hamlin, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Malory, Mason, 
Norris, Pearce, “Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, 
Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentueky, Toucey, Weller, 
and Williams—37. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
Iowa, Fessenden, Gillette, Jones of Iowa, Seward, Sumner, 
and Wade—9. = > Š : 


So it was agreed to. — 


I will modify the amendment by | 
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n of allowing at 
ublic lands, and {jj 


i still livi 


’~ Mr. BENJAMIN: Ihave @ proposition to of- 
fer, to. aimend the sixth section: “By the terms of 
that: section, foreigners coming into the country 
and declaring their intention to become natural- 
ized are-to be entitled to, enter upon land, and. to 
take out their patent at the end of five years. The 
are political minors. By the first section of the bill, 
the children of American citizens are not allowed 
to enter on land until they reach the age of twenty- 
one years. The object of my amendment is to en- 
tide native-born citizens of the United States, who 
have not yet reached the age of twenty-one, to 
make their entries; provided, however, they shall 
not receive their patents. until they reach the ‘age 
of twenty-one. There are many young men iA 
the country, orphans as well as children of parents 

ng, who, at the age of seventeen, eighteen, 
nineteen, or twenty, are perfectly competent to 
cultivate the soil. The bill deprives them of the 


| opportunity of so doing, and makes them wait 


four or five years before they can make their first 
entry. My proposition is to allow them to make 
an entry al any time when they are able, physi- 
cally, to go upon the soil and cultivate it; leaving 
them without their title until they have attained 
the age of twenty-one years, and have cultivated 
the land five years. The amendment is in these 
words: ae 


And if any person born in the United States shall, before 
arriving at the age of twenty one years, make application 
for the benefit of this act, be shall be entided thereto: Pro- 
vided, however, Phat no patent shall issue in favor of such | 
applicant before be shall have attained the age of twenty- 
one years. . Pate 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The object of that 
amendment is certainly obvious to every Senator. 
It proposes that any child who is able to go to the 
land office, and make application for a grant of 
land, shall r-ceive the benefits of the act. 

Mr. CASS. | Is the age limited? 

Mr. JON fg, of Tennessee. Not at all. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator misappre- 
hends the amendment. The party is not excluded 
from the condition to reside upon and cultivate 
the land. 

Mr. JONES, of. Tennessee. Certainly not; 
there is no age fixed for the applicant at all. If 
he is ten years of age he may go-and settle upon 
one hundred and sixty acres of land; and if he re- 
mains five years, he is to get a patent. ee 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Not until he arrives at the 
age of twenty-one years. i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Very well; he 
secures his point It must be obvious to every. 
Senator that the intention of the amendment, and 
of most of the amendments offered, is to embarrass 
the bill and defeat it inthe end. A man has ten 
children; they are all over six years of age, or of 
any age which enables them to walk, or crawl, or 
to be carried to the land office; and they. make 
application for one hundred and sixty acres of 
land. The father carries the child, settles him 
down there, occupies the land until he is twenty- 
one years of age, and then he gets a patent for 
one hundred and sixty acres of land. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. And why not? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Why not? Simply 
because it defeats the purpose and intention of this 
bill, Ihave a word to say. to the friends of the 
bill. If they intend to carry it out in good faith, . 
according to Ms intention and purpose, they must 
learn now, from the tactics which we have seer, 
to stand up and resist these attacks which are made 
upon it. Iam for the bill in good faith; and when 
the Senator from Michigan yielded the first point, 
I felt that he was yielding a great deal. The mo- 
ment you admitted an amendment at all, in my 
judgment, that moment Sealed the fate of the bill; 
and now we are to have this amendment, and 
every other sort of amendment, when the Senator 
from Louisiana, as I know he will honestly teil 


| you, will vote against the bill, even if the amend- 


ment is put upon it. Senators need not deceive 
themselves; they mean to destroy this bill by de- 
tails, and by all sorts of chapparel fighting. “They 
put on all sorts of amendments which strike the 
prejudices or the passions of the country. Know- 
Nothingism is put on one side, Native American- 
ism is put on, and Foreignism, and every sort of 
ism in the world, with a view to vote at the last 
against the bill. There is not a man who has of- 
fered an amendment who does not mean, in the 
end, to voteagainst the bill, although every amend- 
ment offered should be attached to it.’ 

Mr. DIXON.’ ‘I would ask the Senator if he 
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did not vote for one of the amendments offered by 
myself? fe wor 

“Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. I did; but I voted 
under protest, because the friends of the bill con- 
ceded it, and I stated sò at the time. I-will ask 
the Senator a question: Do you not mean to vote 
‘against the bill, although both of your amend- 
ments have been attached'to it? 

Mr. DIXON. 1 will answer frankly that I 
shall vote against it: and I will state anothęg 
fact. I prefer another principle, and for that 
reason I should vote against this bill. Tam for 
a distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
among the States. i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I agreewith 
the Senator myself. I am for a distribution, bat 
he knows, as every Senator knows, that a dis- 
tribution among the States is impossible. 

Mr. DIXON. I do not know that. : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘Then let the Sen- 
tor offer an amendment of that sort, and get the 
test. ` R : 

Mr. DIXON. Let the Senator offer it himself. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will propose a 
distribution policy, if the Senator will agree, if it 
fails, to vote for the bill. Then, of course, the 
Senator says he is for the first, if he can get it; if 
not, then he is for the next best. I will propose 
a distribution policy. twill go for that; and if it 
is lost, | want the Senator to go with me, as I have 
declared thatI take this as an alternative—nothing 
else. 

Now, if we have. strength to carry this, let us 
do it as itis; and I want to know of the Senator 
from Ilinois [Mr. Doveras] where he is. He 
said he would fight with me on this question; but 
he has left me to fight all the battles on this side, 
and God knows there is enough to crush twenty 
men like me} and yet, by detail, they are de- 
stroying and crushing this measure. Now, if its 
friends have strength enough to carry it through, 
let us stand by it, and do so. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will answer the Senator’s 


question, where I am. Iam for this bill, and the | 


reason why I bave not been talking about it is, 
that I discovered, long ago, that the tactics of the 
enemy were to talk out the time, and prevent a 
vote upon the bill. The best evidence of friend- 
ship for it is silence; the best evidence of hosulity 
is to talk away the time till tne end of the session, 
and not let it pass. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I accept the sug- 
gestion of the Senator. There is nota man on 
God’s earth who knows better how to get out of 
a sharp corner than he does. I will close my 
speech by asking him and all the friends of the 
bill to vote down all amendments, and, if we have 
got strength, to pass it; if not, let them kill it. 

Mr. ADAMS. The appeal made by the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee occurs to my mind as a most 
extraordinary one. He says the friends of this 
bill should be gagged. 
amendment may be offered, although it commends 
itself to the approbation of their judgment, al- 
though they may know that itis right and proper 
that it should be offered, that the bill should be 
perfected, though they may believe tHe bill to be 
imperfect, yet, the Senator says, owing to the fact 
that some gentlemen have made propositions to try 
to perfect the bill, the friends of the measure are 
to be forced to vote against such amendments as 
may be proposed. -Such a course of legislation, 
it seems to mé, cannot be approved of, either by 
this body orby the country. I take it for granted, 
there is nota Senator on this floor who, in any 
proposition which is made, is not hound to sup- 
pose that itis made in good faith, and will exer- 
cise his own judgment as to whether he ought to 
vote for it, or againstit. The fact that a Senator 
may be opposed to abill in principle, and may in- 
tend ultimately to vote against it, is no reason why 
he should not endeavor to make it as acceptable 


as possible to the country and to this body. As | 


I understand the rules of. the body,-and the rules 


of propriety, and the rules of justice, they do not j 


exclude a man from endeavoring to perfect a bill. 
The Senator says that the opposition here has 
every kind of “ism” in it. It has the “ ism” of. 
justice, and of equality, and of right; it has con- 
stitutionalism, it is true; but there is no Know- 
Nothingism in it. 

l did not rise for the purpose of discussing this 
subject, but to enter my protest ‘against any Sen- 
ator’s attempting to control the judgment of other 


It is immaterial what || 


; : 
Senators, when any proposition may be legiti- 


mately offered that meets the approbation of their 
judgment. ` a 
Mr. BUTLER. `I understand the Senator from 
Tennessee to be opposed to the offering of all 
amendments, on the ground that they are to be 
discarded, as having by presumption, no merit. 1 
think he comes very near the case of the man who 
declaimed violently against Jay’s treaty, and when 
Colonel Walton, a distinguished signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, who had voted for 
it upon his responsibility as a member of Con- 
gress, said to him: ‘You inveigh very much 
against.the treaty, and you denounce all'who voted 


he;§* and I never shall read it, and I never would 
read such a’’—I cannot use the adjective that 
he used, but such an ‘unconstitutional treaty.” 
{Laughter.]} 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to say, in answer 
to the remarks of the Senator from Tennessee, 
that he is greatly mistaken if he supposes that in 
any proposition which [ make upou this floor to 
amend this bill, I desire to make the bill itself im- 
practicable. I employ no such tactics. My op- 
position to the bill is open, manly, and decided, 
and I have so stated to the Senator himself. Ido 
not mean now to go into the genéral merits of the 
bill. I shall do so hereafter; and } think I shall 
satisfy the gentleman, notwithstanding what he 
said yesterday, that the policy of the bill will be 
| attacked: by its opponents, and they will not 
satisfy themselves simply, as he thinks, with 
skirmiyhing from chapparels, | say to the honor- 
able Sdnator, in answer to his appeal to me, that I 
am opposed to the bill in every particular. Jam 
opposed to its policy. I am opposed to its pro- 
visions as they now stand; but I cannot be insen- 
sible to the fact that itis by no means an impos- 
sible thing that it should -pass the Senate; and if 
it is to pass, I wish it to be as little objectionable 
as possible to my judgment. 

What is the proposition against which it has 
pleased the Senator to inveigh? He stands up 
and supports, before the Senate, the proposition of 
the bill, that any individual, who has not the re- 
motest interest in the country, who was not born 
here, who may have arrived here but yesterday, 
should be entitled to go on to the public lands, 
which belong to the people of the United States, 
to settle there, to cultivate those lands, and by his 


i settlement and cultivation to entitle himself to a 


i fee-simple in the soil. He does not propose to 

wait until the immigrant shall have obtained the 
right of a citizen. He does not propose to sub- 
| ject him to any apprenticeship before he is entitled 
| to enter upon thesoil; but from the moment of his 
arrival he is to be placed upon the same footing 
as an American citizen born in the United States. 
Now, by the first section of the bill, a citizen born 
in the United States is not to be entitled toany of 
those privileges which the Senator from Tennessee 
ig willing to afford to foreigners, until he reaches 
| the age of twenty-one years. The policy of your 
billis to settle and cultivate the public lands. My 

proposition is to carry out the policy, and to give 

| the same advantages to citizens born upon the 

| soil, as you give to foreigners who have come 
| here but yesterday. Will the Senator deny, fora 
| 


| moment, that if this policy can be carried out by 


granting these privileges to citizens born on the 
soil, it ought not to be so carried out in reference 
i to foreigners? He will certainly not so contend; 
land yet he exclaims, with holy horror, against 
| the proposition by which the children of Ameri- 
| can citizens are to be entitled to go upon the soil, 
to settle it, to cultivate it, to carry out the policy 
of the bill, and to be restricted from their title 
until they have attained the age of twenty-one 


years, in the very breath in which he is advocating 
i the right of the foreigner without any limitation 
of age—there is no limitation of age on the for- 
eigner—and without any restriction of color, as 
ihe has just contended. 
| color, ay, character, or interest in the soil, or in 
| the institutions of the country, the foreigner, at 
| the first instant he lands upon the soil, is to have 
i the right to create for himself a title to one hun- 
| dred and sixty acres of your land, and the children 
| of the man who has fought and bled, and, perhaps, 

died, in the service of the country, are to be de- 

prived of the same right; and yet the Senator 

talks of an amendment—intended to make the bill 

odious by an amendment—and of fighting from 


| chaparfals, and not touching th 


for it; have you ever read it??? “ No, sir,” says. 


| of age. 


Without restriction of | 


principle of 
bill, but keeping otirselves fighting at the outworks. 

i Sir, offer this amendment in good’ faith; angit 
feel confident that ‘it will’ meet the sanction of thi 

American Senate. on ssd bairn eee 


and earnestness manifested by the honorable ge 
‘tlemanin his speech, I should: certainly: ha 
thought he was not'sincere ‘in offering this amend- 
ment. Why, sir, the adoption of theamendimeént, 
and the passage of the bill-thus ‘amended; would 
beget a scene of speculation: which would éxcéed 
any that ever took place. under the old floating 
system of some of the preemption acts: By the 
amendment a boy, whose father and mother:are 
both living, would be permitted to’ go and settle 
upon the public lands, though he is not competent 
to collect his own debts, not competent to purchase 
a horse or anything else, but to whose service the 
father or the mother is entitled. It is immaterial 
how many children there may: be in a:family, each 
one of them, under the amendment, may make 
his selection for speculative purposes, the benefit 
of which would probably result to, the chief of 
the gpeculation—the father or the mother,” Ican 
scarcely believe that the Senator can be in earnest 
in offering such a proposition. If he werea friend 
of the bill, and this. would reconcile him tò its 
support, I could believe more truly that he was 
sincere in the proposition. But: it looks so much 
like one of those propositions offered , not to perfect, 
but to embarrass the bill, that, notwithstanding 
the apparent sincerity of the gentleman, and nota 
withstanding his known character for candor, £ 
| can scarcely believe that he is, to the full extent, 
sincere in this amendment, I hope it will not be 
adopted. {f it shall be adopted, of course, ‘the 
friends ofthe bill in the Senate will feel that the 
time has not arrived when they can pass a home 
stead bill at all. The engrafting of that provision ` 
must render the bill, to say the least, less beng- 


er a 


ficial than otherwise. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. WALKER. Certainly, sir, © 0° 

Mr. BENJAMIN, What is: the ‘objection to 
allowing an American boy of nineteen years’’of 
age to go upon a piece of Jand; cultivate it, and ‘get 
his patent at the end of five years, provided "he 
settles upon the land, cultivates it, and compliés 
| with all the provisions of the bill, even though ‘his 
| father may have a dozen other children, and may 
himself receive one hundred and sixty acres? ~” 

Mr.WALKER. The Senator puts a question 
to me which is not contained in his amendment. 
The amend ment says nothing about nineteen years 
For all that appears from it, the minor 
| may be one, two, or three years of age. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am willing to make it 
sixteen years. Itis already provided that he must 
settle and cultivate the land. ag ee yee es 

Mr. WALKER. If the Senator had listened 
to me, he would have heard me say that he, pro: 
poses that an individual shall settle on the public 
lands, who is not even entitled to the wages of his 
own service, who cannot make a valid contract 
for the purchase of a horse or anything else, Ee 
cannot contracta debt. Hecan engage in noneof ' 
the pursuits of life, according to law, because: of 
‘his incapacity as a minor; and yet the amendment 
would allow him to occupy land, for purposes of 
speculation, to be controlled and kept there by an 
individual or individuals who intended only to màke 
a speculation out of his occupancy. If you intend 
to give him the right to occupy the public Tands 
jin this way, if it is in your’ power, disemibarrass 
i him; let him be permitted to buy his stock; let 
him be permitted to-buy his farming implements; 

i let him be permitted to collect the dues to which 
i he may be entitled from the sale of the products 
‘of his farm. Give him some privileges which are* 
| commensurate with the rights of a land ownér. 
But to place him, ‘in his condition of incapacity, 
in the position of one entitled to occupy the land, 
to acquire this.preémptive right, and finally to get 
it for himself, is, to say the least, propositig ‘to 
place the bill in a condition that would bel i 
eficial than it is now. 

But, sir, amendments have been engrafted upon 
ithe bill. They have been engrafted upon'the bill, 
not by its friends, but by its enémies.” T: was 
j sorry to see some of the friends of the bill codper- 


Will the Senator allow tié 


X 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
ji 


late in the adoption of those amendments. Some 
lof them did so, declaring at the'timé, as the honor- 


able Senatorfrom Michigan, [Mr..Cass,] declared, 
that -he did. so because. he saw it would gain 
strength:for the bill. ‘The very. gentleman who 
offered the amendments for which the Senator 
from Michigan voted, has now announced that he 
will not-vote for the bill under any circumstances. 
Tn this manner the friends of the bill -have-been 
induced to.put upon it-the amendments that-have 
been adopted, and: which are to send it back to. the 
House. of Representatives. 1 have seen bills 
under consideration before, but | have: generally 
geen it tolerated: on the part of Senators on the 
other ‘side of the Chamber to put the question toa 
gentleman. who. offers an amendment, ‘It your 
amendment is adopted, will you vote for the bill?” 
And.if itis announced, * No, I will not vote for 
the bill,” the ery is, Down with his amend- 
ment;”? and they never think of adopting it. But 
now,-itseems, it has become a great parliament- 
ary crime, a great offense, to ask such a ques- 
tion. The friends of the bill are to swallow all 
amendments anyhow, and to get it into a_posi- 
tion in which neither they nor any one else de- 
sire to see it pass! For one, if this amendment 
be adopted, I care not how soon the bill goes on 
the table. i 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I modify my amendment 
by inserting after the word “ person,” the words 
“of the age of sixteen years and upwards,” so 
that it shall read, “if any person of the age of 
sixteen years and upwards, born in the United 
States, shall,” &c. i 

Mr. CLAY. ishall vote for the amendment, 
and I shall vote for itin as good faith as it was 
offered. Now, the simple question presented is, 
whether we will extend to native-born minors the 
same privileges which are extended to foreign 
born minors, for this section does not fix the age 
at which the foreigner shall be entitled to its ben- 
efits. lt admits those who are minors, as well as 
those who are adults, Unlike the Senator from 
Tennessee, and the Senator from Wisconsin, I 
am not inclined to extend greater benefits and 
privileges to foreign minors than to native minors. 

ence, I will vote for the amendment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. In my opinion, the section 
does not admit of that construction, 

Mr, CLAY. It seems to me that it can admit 
of no other construction than that which I have 
put onit. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The foreigner, before he can 
obtain the benefit of theact, must be able to file a 
declaration of intention to become a citizen, and 
that requires, as a prerequisite, that he shall be 
twenty-one years of age. : 

Mr. CLAY. No, sir; by no means, according 

to my reading of the naturalization laws. 
“Mr, BENJAMIN called for the yeas and nays 
on his amendment; which were ordered; and 
being taken, resulted—yeas 26, nays 20, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bayard, 
Benjamin, Brodhead, Brown, Butier, Clay, Clayton, Daw- 
epn, Dixon, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hamlin, 
Hunter, Mallory, Mason, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell. 
Thompson of Kentucky, and Williams—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Vass, Chase, Dodge of Wiscon- 
sin, Dodge of Lowa, Fessenden, Foot, Gillette, Jones of 
Jowa, Jones of Tennessee, Pettit, Rusk, Seward, Shields, 
Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—20. - 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAY. Ihave adverted heretofore to the 
fact that the word ‘ now,” in the expression 
tt now a resident,” in the sixth section, is indefi- 
nite; and that if it does admit of the interpretation 
of the friends of this bill, as applying to the time 
of the passage of the act, still the bill is defective 
in this: that it does not require of the foreign res- 
ident that he should make any oath that he was 
a resident at the time. Nor is there any provision 
to test the question whether he was a resident at 

+ the time of the passage of the bill or not. You 
may look through the entire bill, and you will 
find that thereis no provision of that kind. Now, 
I propose to fix, beyond all question, what the 
friends of this bill say they contemplate, and that 
is providing for those who are residents at the 
time of the passage of the bill; and also to provide 
a means for proving that when they come to make 
their application for the benefits of this act. I 
proposed do so by amending the sixth section, 

y striking out the word “have,” in the fourth 
line, and inserting ‘‘ produce evidence of having, 
previous to the passage of this act,” so that the 
clause will read ‘* but, at the time of making such 


application for the benefit of this act, shall pro-. 
duce evidence of having, previous to the passage 
of this act, filed a declaration of intention”? &e. . 

Mr, SLIDELL.: 1 intended to introduce an 
amendment of a somewhat similar character; and 
if the Senatorfrom Alabama will accept a modifi- 
cation. which I wish to propose, I shal! vote with 
him on this question. [ think there would be a 
hardship in requiring a previous declaration; and 
I think it would be better to insert the words 
‘who shall have filed, within sixty days from 
the passage of this act, a declaration of intention,” 
&c. Tthink there ought to be some record proof 
of the residence of the party required within a 
reasonable time after the passage of this act. The 
amendment of the Senator from Alabama, how- 
ever, would perhaps deprive many persons who 
are now here from the opportunity of making a 
declaration. If the Senator from Alabama will 
accept my amendment, I will vote with him on 
this question. 

Mr. PETTIT. The word ‘ passage’? should 
be changed to “approval.” The date of its ap- |; 
proval will always be carried on the face of the 
vill; but some difficulty might be occasioned by 
raising questions as to the time of the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. BADGER, Allow me to suggest on that 
subject that, under the Constitution, the passage 
of a bill and the approval of a bill are one and 
the same thing; because the Constitution says that, 
before a bill passes into a law, it shall be approved 
by the President. 

Mr. PETTIT. The expression of the Consti- 
tution is, ‘* before it become a law.” 

Mr. BADGER. That makes no difference. 
The day of the approval of the bill is the day of 
its passage 

Mr. SLIDELL. Does the Senator from Ala- |! 
bama accept my amendment? i 

Mr. CLAY. Atthe suggestion of some friends 
who object to it, I decline accepting it, and adhere 
to my own amendment. On that i ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. Ishall be constrained to vote 
against the amendment of my friend from Ala- 
bama, because I really do not perceive that the 
word “now” creates any difficulty whatever. I 
do not see that the word ‘* now” can refer to any 
other possible time than the time when this bill be- 
comes a law, if it ever does. I donotthink there 
is any other time to which it can legally bereferred 
than the time when the bill becomesalaw. Itcan 
have no other meaning that I can see in reading 
the passage, and therefore I do not think the 
amendment is necessary. 

Mr. CLAY. Ilwish to make this suggestion 
to my friend from Delaware: Admit that he’ be 
right, and that it can refer to no other time than 
the date of the approval of the bill by the Presi- 
dent, still, if he will examine the bill, he will find 
no provision made ‘in it whereby the fact is to be 
ascertained that the applicants are now residents. 
My amendment proposes that when they make 
application for the benefit of this act, they shall 
file, with the application, evidence of the fact that 
they had declared their intention to become citi- 
zens previous to the passage of the act, 

Mr. BAYARD. I thought the objection to the 
clause which restricted the right of entry to for- 
eigners now in the United States was, that it 
would give rise to frauds, but the Senate have 
voted down any amendment of that kind. If the 
object be to guard against frauds, under this bill, 
in obtaining evidence, then J think the amendment 
ought to go somewhat further, and provide be- 
fore whom the evidence is to be taken, and by || 
whom the authority of that evidence is to be de- 
cided. 

There should be something as to the mode of 
evidence. The language of the amendment is 
‘produce evidence.” To whom? What class | 
of evidence? It leaves all in uncertainty. I 
think it would be better to make the amendment 
more specific as to the character of the evidence, | 
if you require any, and the designation of the 
officer before whom it is to be produced. I think 
both are requisite. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I will suggest to the 
Senator from Alabama to insert the words, ‘* sat- 
isfactory to the register and receiver of the proper || 
land office.” : 
Mr. CLAY. 


1 was about to make that sug- |i 


L GLOBE. | 


| from Alabama. 


< July 14, 


gestionin reply tothe remark of the Senator from 
Delaware, and I accept that modification. 

Mr. SLIDELL. ‘I wishto say tomy friend from 
Alabama, that 1 think the ‘amendment which I 
proposed more fully accomplished his object. It 
restricts the grants to foreigners who shall file 
within sixty days after the passage of the act, their 
declaration of intention. That cap only be filed 
before a court of record, and therefore | require 
ge evidence on whith alone he would be admitted 

citizenship, when the proper time came for. his 
final ceftificate. My amendment ig offered in 
good faith. I do not wish that any persons who 
are not now within the limits of the United States 
should be enabled to produce proof of their being 
residents at the time of the passage of this bill. £ 
propose ‘to allow all now here the period of sixty 
days, within which they will be compelled to file 
their declaration. I really think itis. a more effi- 
cient amendment than that offered by my friend 
If the section were amended, as 
I propose, it would read in this way: “Any in- 
dividual now a resident of any one of the States 
or Territories, and nor a citizen of the United 


States, but who shall have filed within sixty days 


from the passage of this act a declaration of in- 


tention, as required by the naturalization laws,”’ 


| shall be put upon the same footing as others. It 


appears to me that thatis a more stringent pro- 
vision than the one offered by the Senator from 
Alabama. 

Mr. CLAY. It does not provide that they 
shall produce evidence, it seems to me. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The evidence is the declara- 
tion of intention before a competent court—pre- 
cisely the evidence that would be required when the 
alien came to perfect his papers and obtain his 
naturalization certificate. 

Mr. CLAY. But you do not provide that they 
shall produce that evidence before the register. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Ido. 

Mr. CLAY. Then I accept the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is upon the amendment of the Senator from Ala- 
bama, as modified at the suggestion of the Sena- 
tor from Louisiana. 

Mr. WADE. If the amendment prevails, it 
seems to -me that the benefits of this Bill will be 
extended only to such as file this declaration 
within sixty days from the passage of the act; 
and of course after the sixty days pass away, 
those who have not complied with this provision 
will be forever afterwards barred from the privi- 
leges of the act; so that it will not have a very 
extensive operation. 

A Senator. So much the better. 

Mr. WADE. Itis better for those who do not 
want any homestead bill. I simply wish to have 
that understood. . 

Mr. STUART. I really hope the amendment 
will not be adopted. 1 would ask in all sincerity, 
why there is any more necessity for requiring 
record evidence of a man’s residence in the country, 
than there is for requiring record evidence of his 
age. If he files his declaration, you have to take 
his own statement in respect to his age. In many 
of our States you will find it to be true—it is so in 
the State of Michigan—that men have resided there 
for years, are entitled to hold real estate, are entitled 
to the right of suffrage, are entitled to every right 
that the native-born citizen is, but yet are not citi- 
zens of the United States, and never have filed a 
declaration of intention to become such. Now, sir, 
one of these persons may have lived in our State 
for thirty years; and yet, if he sells his farm and 


| wishes to avail himself of the provisions of this 


act, he cannot do it, under this amendment, un- 
less he now goes within sixty days and files a 
declaration of intention to becomea citizen, That 
ig the requisition of the amendment. Why, it 
seems to be supposed that that is a necessary 
character of evidence, to show that he is a resident 
at the passage of theact. I say you should no 
more require that to be proved by record evidence, 
than his age or anything else. If such an objec- 
tion exists as the Senator from Alabama supposes, 
that the bill as it now stands does not require that 
the applicant shall swear he wasa resident at the 
time of the passage of the act, why, introduce an 
amendment requiring it? Let him be compelled 
to swear he was a residents. but do not cut off, as 
you would cut off by this. amendment, at least 


| ninety-nine out of every hundred of all the resi- 


dents in the United States who are now not natur- 
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alized. That would be the certain effect of the 
amendment. ; s 

Mr. SLIDELL. Let me say to the Senator 
from Michigan, thatis the very object I had in | 
view. When men have resided so long within the | 
limits of the United States, and not declared their 
intention to become citizens, Ido not wish them 
to enjoy the benefits of this act. 

Mr. STUART. Weil, sir, I confess’ my utter 
inability to perceive either the logic, the equity, 
or the justice with which some Senators seem to 
urge here, so often, that a man should not hold 
any of our land unless he isa citizen of the United į 
States. Why may nota man enter into society, 
cultivate land, raise produce on it, add to the | 
wealth of the State and the nation, simply because 
he is not a citizen of the United States? Sir, his | 
not becoming a cilizen is against him, not against 
us. If he does not choose to avail himself of his | 
rights, and become a citizen of the United States, 
under the law, he suffers, not the public. He 
does not enjoy certain rights and privileges which 
belong to others. That is his loss. i 

I repeat, sir, I am utterly unable to discover 
why a bushel of wheat or of potatoes is not as | 
valuable when ‘raised by one who is not a citizen 
as when raised by one who isand why the taxes 
paid to support State, county, and township ex- 
penses, to keep up public schools and everything 
else of value to the community, are not just as 
well paid by a man who is not a citizen as by one 
who is. It seems to me that the whole object of 
the bill is misunderstood. Its object is to get the 
land cultivated. That is the feeling which | have | 
as the representative of a new State. The very 
worst thing that can happen is for the United 
States to hold the land. Then, neither is it culti- 
vated, nor does it pay taxes. The next worst 
thing is for it to fall, in large quantities, into the 
hands of speculators. That is not as bad as the 
first, because then we get the taxes, though we do 
not get the cultivation. i 

l ask again, why should the United States, as 
a landholder, refuse to let an individuaal cultivate 
the public lands because he is not a citizen? Itis 
a policy that has sprung up within a very short 
time. Itis a policy that has never had any ex- | 

` istence in this country by law. Itis a policy that 
has never been tolerated by sound thinking men 
till we come to talk about a homestead bill. It 
therefore follows from the argument—and this is 
the logic—that a man may hold land at $1 25 per 
acre without being a citizen, and there is no ob- 
jection to that; but, at twenty-five cents an acre, 
it is indispensable that he shall be a citizen. That 
is the substance of the logic. 

Mr. CLAY. But this isa bill to give land for 
nothing—free farms. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator knows as well 
as anybody that it is the intention of the friends 
of the bill to put a price on the land. I avowed 
that before. I stated that I intended, if no other 
Senator moved such an amendment, to offer one 
myself to put a price upon the land. The friends 
of the bill here do not intend, as I understand, to 
have it passed through the Senate without having 
some price fixed onthe land. So that, I say the 
logic results in this, that in order to purchase at 
twenty-five cents an acre, a man mustbea citizen, | 
or he is not entitled to cultivate; he cannot become 
a worthy agriculturist; but add a dollar to the 
price, and it is of no consequence whether he is a 
citizen or not! l confess I cannot understand 
such logic. . 

But I come back to the objection to this proposi- 
tion; and itis, that you cut off men by this amend- 
ment without any discrimination as to worth. 
You do not test a man by the principles by which | 
morality tests’ him; but the amendment simply 
says that a class, those who do not file their decla- į 
ration of intention within sixty days from the 
passage of the act, shall be excluded. Sir, I have 
ever been opposed to that species of legislation. 
I conceive that it will do infinite injustice to a very 


-who has just addressed the Senate, to this subject 


|} that it should aver that the party indicted owed 


large portion of the people of the United States, 
and those as valuable as any other people in the | 
United States; and I cannot see any solid founda- 
tion for it. 

Mr. CLAY. I would ask the Senator from 
Michigan whether he thinks those people of the 
United States, of whom he speaks, who have been 
residing here, as he says, for twenty or thirty 
years, and never applied for naturalization, are as 
meritorious and worthy as citizens? 


Mr. STUART. Ihave no doubt about. it at 
all. As I said here once before, a man is no better | 
to-day because he is a citizen, than he was yes- 
erday when he was not a citizen, Thereis noth- 
ing in the fact of being a citizen that qualifies him 
atall, or adds to his worth as a man. $ 

Mr. CLAY. Well, sir, { confess I have that 

doubt. l think that if a man, after having been 
here twenty or thirty years, and never having | 
made, during that period, application to become a 
citizen, should, for the sake of a free farm, make | 
this application, he would show himself unworthy 
of the bounty of the Government, and unworthy 
of being a citizen. He would show that he loved 
this Government, or his residence here, and the 
right of citizenship, for the same reason that the 
ass loves his master’s crib, merely for the grain 
it would furnish him; and 1 would have such a 
man excluded from the benefits of this act. But 
the Senator asks me moreover, why itis that I will | 
not propose to amend the bill, by providing that 
the foreigner shall swear that he was a resident at 
the time of the passage of the bill? Simply for the 
reason, that it is tempting him to commit the crime 
of perjury, and to add that to the crime of fraud, 
which he may now perpetrate with impunity un- 
der the bill,asit stands. In order to guard against 
the commission of the crimes of perjury and fraud, 
{ wish to provide by this amendment that he shall 
show, at the time he makes the application, that 
he has filed a declaration of his intention to be- 
come a naturalized citizen. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, there seems 
to exist among some gentlemen on the other side 
of the Chamber, a fixed impression that a man | 
who is not a citizen of the United States is, to all 
intents and purposes, upon apar with the citizen; 
that, in truth, there ought to be no distinction 
between them; and that such a distinction cannot 
be made injustice. Now, | ask the attention of the 
honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Stuarr,} 


for a moment; and also the attention of his col- 
league, (Mr. Cass,] who, if I understood him, 
the other day, contended that a man who was not 
a citizen of the United States was liable to be pun- 
ished in this country for treason. Sir, it has been 
settled by the circuit court of the United States, 
that until a man is naturalized as a citizen, he'is 
not liable to indictment for treason against this 
Government; he is not under the obligations that. 
a citizen is under tothe Government of the Uni- 
ted States; and he is not entitled to the pro- 
tection that the citizen of the United States is. 
Well, sir, under these circumstances, wil] any 
man tell me that one who is not a citizen of the 
United States holds the same position in reference 
to this Government that a citizen does? The case 
to which I have alluded, the honorable gentleman 
will find reported in 2d Dallas, the case of Alati. 
In England, where the doctrine of treason has | 
been extended by construction, and by every other 
means as far as possible, it has been decided that 
one who does not owe allegiance to the Govern- 
ment is still liable in the country, under certain 
circumstances, to an indictment for treason; but | 
in this country it is not so, and has never been | 
held to be so. The very act which prescribes the | 
punishment of treason, declares it to be an essential | 
requisite—and gentlemen will acknowledge it to be | 
an essential requisite—to an indictment for treason, | 


allegiance to this Government. Some gentlemen, | 
I understand, have looked into the indictment in į 
the case of Aaron Burr, which was drawn up with į 
great care; and they find that that imdictment ex- | 
pressly stated the fact that the party indicted owed 
allegiance to the United States. Sir, this consti- | 
tutes the great distinction between the man who 
is not, and the man who is a citizen—the one re- 
sisting the Government in the mode pointed out | 
by the Constitution is a traitor, and liable to be 
punished with death; the other is placed in no such | 
circumstances. 

But, sir, the honorable Senator seems to think 
that, in point of merit, there is no difference be- 
tween the citizen and the man who is not a citi- 
zen. Itis certainly very hard if we live under a | 
government which, while it holds us responsible 
to its laws, and bound even to the extent of the 
forfeiture of our lives, adopts that principle, and 
treats us as occupying no better and no higher 


i 
i 
i 
i 


the radical error, which has been: committed: by”. 
gentlemen on the other side. I do acknowledgea 
distinction between: the Ameridan citizea: and ‘thé: 
man who is notan American citizen. Iam proud... 
of the character of an American citizén. «1 .wish 
all my countrymen to be proud of that character. 
I feel that by this mode of cheapeving. that chars 
acter you degrade it, and by degrading it:-you' 
inflict an injury upon the Whole country which 
‘will be difficult ever to repair. I ‘trust: the senti- 
ment to which I have referred will not prevails’ 
and I trust the action of the Senate, throughout: 
‘the whole progress of the bill, will not be founded? 
upon any such sentiment. ee 
Mr. BADGER. -As it is now late, and Lam 
afraid we cannot get a final vote on this bill .to-" 
day, I move that the Senate adjourn. : : 
Mr. STUART called for the yeas and. nays; 
which were ordered; and being’ taken, resulted 
yeas 33, nays 18; as follows: i 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bayard, B eii- 
jamin, Brodbead, Butler, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Dixen, 
Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot Geyer, Gil- 
Jette, Hamlin, Hunter, Johuson, Mallory, Mason, Norris: 
Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, Seward,’ Slidell, ° 
Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, and Williams—33. © | 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Cass, Chase, Dodge’ of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Houston, : James, 
Jones of Iowa, Jones of. Tennessee, Pettit, Rusk, Stuart, 
Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—I8. a aa 
So the motion was agreed to; and 
The Senate adjourned. ` 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SaTuRDAY, July 15, 1854. 


The House metafeleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henny Sricer. 


The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. i 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
‘munication from the Secretary.of the Interior, 
transmitting a copy of a letter from the Commis. 
sioner of Indian Affairs, dated 13th instant, sub- 
mitting estimates of the amount required-to carry 
into effect ‘treaties recently negotiated in Wash- 
ington with the Sacs and Foxes, of Missouri; 
the Delawares, owas and Kickapoos, and. rés, 
questing that the appropriation asked for be made. ` 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MISLAID BILL. . 

Mr. ASHE. Some time since a Senate bill for 
the reliefof William Sanger was received in this . 
House and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. I was instructed by that committee | to 
make a report favorable to the passage of the bill; 
but the bill while in my possession has been lost 
or mislaid. 1 now move that a message be sent 
to the Senate, requesting that body to furnish the. 
House with a certified copy of it. 

Ít was so ordered. 


Mr. SMITH, of New York. 1 ask the unani-. 
mous consent of the House to take from the 
Speaker’s table a petition which I offered at an 
early part of the session, praying Congress to. 
clothe the authorities of this city with full powers 
over the traffic in intoxicating drinks, and to have 
it referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

It was so ordered. Pa 

A REFERENCE OF BILLS- PaA 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts, There 
are on the Speaker’s table some four or five bills 
creating ports of delivery in vårious parts of the 
West and Southwest, which ought to be acted 
I ask the unanimous consent of the House 


Apne and referred 


to have them taken rom the table, 
mmittee on Commerce. , ; 

are Bune no objection, the following bills , 
were taken from the Speaker’s table, severally 
read a first and second time by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

S. No. 413. An act constituting Madison, in the 
State of Indiana, a port of delivery; `, eet 

S. No. 418. Anactcreating a. collection district 
in Texas and New Mexico; ; T 

S. No. 403. An act creating a collection district 
in the State of California; oS es 

S. No. 219. An act to constitute Cairé, M the 
State of Illinois, a port of delivery; and > 

S. No. 425. An act to constitute Tuscumbia, in 
the State of Alabama, a port of delivery. 


footing than the foreigner who has just landed on 
our shores. There seems to me to be the error, 


Mr. HOUSTON. That last bill relates to my 
J district, and unless seme gentleman objects. 


f 
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should like it to be passed now. . It was important 


that-it should have been passed at an early period 
of the session. I do not know that there is any 
objection. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I aim willing to recall 
my: application to have it referred. ~ 3 

Mr. HOUSTON. ‘Then 1 should like to have 

- it-passed. ty oe 

. The SPEAKER. The consent of the House 
was given to the gentleman from. Massachusetts 
to have the. bills indicated taken up, read a first 
and second time, and referred. If there is no ob- 
jection, however, they maybe now acted upon. 

Several Memuers. I object. . 

oMr. EDGERTON, by unanimous. consent, 
from the Committee of Claims, to which was re- 
ferred the petitions of Coale & Barr, made an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was laid on the table, 
and‘ordered to be printed. f 

Mr. E. also, from the same committee, to which 
were ,referred the petitions of John A. Bryan, of 
Andrew H. Patterson, and of Polly Carver, made 
reports thereon, accompanied by a joint resolu- 
tion, and bills of the following titles: 

Joint resolution for the reliefof John A. Bryan; 

A bill for the relief of Andrew H. Patterson; and 

A bill for the relief of Polly Carver. 

Which joint resolution and bills were severally 
read a first and second time, committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, made the order of the 
day for to-morrow, and the resolution, bills, and 
reports, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, to which 
were referred bills of the Senate of the following 
titles: > 

S. No. 230. An act for the relief of Asbury 
Dickens; and 

S. No. 148. An act for the relief of Zachariah 
Lawrence, of Ohio; reported the former without, 
and the latter with, an amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bills be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole fofise, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and printed. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, to which 
was referred a resolution of the Senate of the fol- 
lowing title: 

S. R. No. 2. A resolution for the relief of George 
R. C. Floyd, late Secretary of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, and sureties; reported the same, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass. 

Ordered, That the said resolution be laid on the table. 


Mr. E., from the same committee, to which 
were referred bills of the Senate of the following 
titles: 5 

S. No. 311. An act for the relief of Michael 
Nourse; 

S. No. 53. An act for the relief of the sureties 
of Daniel Winslow; 

S. No, 86. An act for the relief of J. Boyd, of 
Louisiana; 

S. No, 89. An act for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of the late Captain William G. Wil- 
liams; 

S. No. 87. An act for the relief of Jacob Gideon; 

S. No. 325. An act for the relief of John Mc- 
Avoy; and 

S. No. 208. An act for the relief of John Devlin; 

_ reported the same severally, with a recommenda- 
tion that they do not pass, accompanied by adverse 
reports, in writing in the cases of bills numbered 
53, 89, 87, 325, and 208. 

Ordered, That the said bills be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole [louse, made the order of the day tor 
to-morrow, and the bills and reports printed. 

On motion by Mr. E., it was 

Ordered. That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bil) of the Senate (S. 
No. 315) entitted ** An act for the relief of Israel Johnson,” 
and that the same be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. E. also, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the petitions of the heirs of 
Captain John Burnham; of stone-cutters on the 
Capitol extension; of Dr. S. A. Thompson; of 
James Mackall; of John S. Gatewood; of the 
widow and heirs of John Hogan; and of Charles 
Winters; which were severally laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill for the purpose of 
reference. 

There being no objection, ‘ 

Mr. N. introduced a bill for the relief-of Lloyd 
Dorsey and others; which was read a first and 


second time by its. title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, > 
` RESOLUTIONS OF RHODE ISLAND 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to present certain 
résolutions of the Legislature of the Stateof Rhode 
Island. k > 

'There was no objection, and 

Mr. D. said: Concurring in the justice and ex- 
pediency of the measure, [ desire to present an 
act to reverse and annul the sentence of the su- 
preme court of Rhode Island for treason rendered 
against Thomas W. Dorr, June 25, A. D, 1844. 
l also desire to present the resolutions of the Le- 
gislature in reference to the Nebraska bill. 

The resolutions were laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SIDNEY P. POOL. 

Mr. STUART. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions a bill which was overlooked yes- 
terday when I made reports from that committee. 

A Memper. Is ita private bill? 

Mr. STUART. Itis. Hisa bill for the relief 
of Sidney P. Pool. 

There was no objection, and the bill was re- 
ceived, read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. i 


SCOTT’S INFANTRY TACTICS. - 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 
consent of the House to introduce the following 
resolution, for the purpose of having it referred to 
the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That twenty-five thousand copies of Scott’s 
Infantry ‘Tactics, in an edition of one volume, be printed 
for distribution by the memvers of the House. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was 
received and referred, ander the rule, to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
regular order of business. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion by Mr. VANSANT, it was 

‘Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the House the papers in the case of Charles Reeder, 

Mr. EVERHART. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to withdraw the petition and 
papers in the case of Elizabeth E. Pennington, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, for the purpose of having them 
returned to her. 

Mr. COBB. I have no objection, if copies of 
them are left on the files of the House. 

Mr. EVERHART. I have no objection to 
that. 

There being no objection, leave was accordingly 
granted. 


Mr. EVERHART. 


I call for the 


Delaware county, State of Pennsylvania, from the 
files of the Committee on Commerce, for the pur- 
pose of having them referred to a similar com- 
mittee in the Senate. 

‘There was no objection, and leave was granted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Unless the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr, Encerron] has a good deal of anxiety 
about the Private Calendar, Í would like very much 


to take up one of the appropriation bills in Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to-day. 
{Cries of “Not no!?’] 
CHARLES LEE JONES. 
_ The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of the bills reported to the 


|| House yesterday by a Committee of the Whole 


House. The first in order is ‘‘a bill for the relief 
of Charles Lee Jones.”? 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was read a 
third time, and passed. i 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move thatthe House do 
now resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar. i 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 


gentleman will withdraw his motion until the bills | 


on the Speaker’s table, reported from a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House yesterday, are acted on. 
Their consideration will occupy but a short while. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR.. 


I ask the unanimous 


h i I also ask the consent of | 
the Llouse to withdraw the petition of citizens of 
j 


Mr. EDGERTON. We can only consider | 


y 


private bills under-the-rule on Friday and Satur- 
day of each week; and, therefore, to-day and next 
Friday.are the. last days we can possibly have. for 
consideration of the Private-Calendar. The bills 
onthe Speaker’s table, to which reference is made, 
can be taken up and considered any day. They 
can be more easily reached than the Private Cal-. 
endar for. the disposition of other bills in Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. We had better go 
into committee to-day, consider the Private Cal- 
endar, and report what business we can to. the 
House.. l make that motion. a 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 


“Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. EDGERTON 


in the chair,) and proceeded to consider the bills 
on the Private Calendar. 
d -SAMUEL COLT. 

The CHAIRMAN. The business first in order 
is the consideration of House bill (No. 59,) “for 
the relief of Samuel Colt.” 

Mr. ORR. That bill was laid aside yesterday, 
on a division of the committee, and I suppose the 
same reasons for its postponement operate to-day. 
I move that it be laid aside. 

The motion waseagreed to. 


FERDINAND CLARK. § 

House bill (No. 103) ‘ for the relief of Ferdi- 
nand Clark.”? 

Mr. ORR. I move that bill be also laid aside. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the committee resume 
the consideration of the Calendar at the point 
where we left off yesterday. 

The motion was agreed to. 


DANIEL STEENROD. 

House bill (No. 182) “ for the relief of Danie} 
Steenrod.” 

The bill provides that the petition of Daniel 
Steenrod, with the accompanying documents and 
depositions, be referred to the Secretary of War; 
and he is hereby authorized and directed, in such 
mode as to him shall seem just and expedient, to 
appoint an umpire to hear evidence in the city of- 
Wheeling, Virginia, and ascertain and fix what is 
justly and equitably due the said petitioner thereon; 
and the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
and directed to pay such sum out of any money 
in. the Treasury not otherwise appropriated by 


law. 

Mr. MACE. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out the words ‘Secretary of War,” 
wherever they occur, and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words “ First Comptroller of the Treasury.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MACE. I now move that the bill be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is a very singular bill, 
and I should like to hear some explanation of it. 

Mr.MACE. The object of the bill is simply 
this. During the progress of the construction of 
the national road, in the vicinity of Wheeling, 
Mr. Daniel Steenrod had a large contract upon 
that road. Various modifications were made in 
that contract from time to time; but a difficulty 
arose between him and the superintendent, in re- 
lation to the amount of pay which he ought to re- 
ceive for certain alterations that had been made in 
the work different from the plan under which the 
contract had been taken. The papers connected 
with the case are very voluminous. They have 
been before the Committee of Claims many years. 
The Senate has been in the habit, almost every 
session, of passing a bill for the relief-of the claim- 
ant. But the Committee of Claims, after exam- 
ining the statement, thought that it would be im- 
possible for them to arrive at a correct conclusion 
in the premises. The committee, therefore, inas- 
much as the record in the War Department, and 
the evidence before the committee, contain sub- 
stantially all the facts in the case, think it more 
advisable to leave the ascertaining of the amount 
due the claimant to the Government, and tọ pro- 
vide that after a careful investigation shall be had 
by a commission sitting in the city of Wheeling, 
that amount shall be paid. We. have, therefore, 
so worded the billas to require that this investiga- 
tion be had, and when an award is made, that the 
amount of it should be appropriated. - 

The object which I have had in proposing this 
amendment is, that I wish to place the whole case 
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under the care and control of Mr. Whittlesey, 
who, perhaps more than any other man in the 
country, knows the facts in the case, and the claims © 
which have been presented to Congress.» Mr. 
Whittlesey was the chairman of the Committee 
of Claims for a series of years, and is now Comp- 
troller of the Treasury. It is on that account that’ 
I have made the motion to substitute himin place 
of the Secretary of War. f 

Mr. ORR. -Whatis th 
priation ? ` 

Mr. MACE. The appropriation cannot ex- 
ceed $6,000. 3 

Mr. ORR. I would suggest to the gentleman 
from Indiana to move another amendment, at the 
end ofthe bill, to this effect: Provided, That the 
award shall not exceed the sum of $6,000 or $7,000. 

‘Mr. MACK. Well, say $7,000, and I will agree 
to that amendment. 

Mr. COBB. lam satisfied that I can suggest 
another amendment which the gentleman from 
Indiana will accept. It is to make some clerk in 
the Department, or some person connected with 
the Government, an umpire. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is unusual to give the 
appointment of a commission to the head of a 
bureau, and not to the head of a Department. 

Mr. MACE. [ have no objection to acaept 
the suggestion of my friend-from Alabama, thay 
an umpire be selected from the persons connected 
with the Treasury Department. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Has the first amendment 
been put, to strike out the Secretary of War and 
insert the Comptroller of the Treasury ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Ithas been putand agreed 
to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was about to say to the 
gentleman from Indiana, that it is very unusual to 
take the appointment of a som Aen away from 
the head of a Department, and-to leave it to the 
head of a bureau. And if it amounts to the same 
thing, I think it should be given to the head of a 
Department. I think that would be right. But 
also think this bill objectionable in other respects. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 wish simply to 
remark, that the suggestion of the chairman of the 
Committee of Waysand Means [Mr. Houston] 
struck me as a very good one at first view. Bat 
when the proposition was made to refer the mat- 
ter to Mr. Whittlesey, a gentleman proverbial 
for the strictness of his application of the rules and 
principles of justice and right to all accounts, I 
confess my objection was removed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My remarks did not go to 
the merits of the bill at all. They were simply 
intended to bring to the notice of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Mace] the fact that it was an 
unusual course of procedure to take the appoint- 
ment of a commissioner from the head of a De- 
adi and transfer it to the head of a bureau. 

prefer leaving it with the head of the Depart- 
ment; for neither of those gentleman are to inves- 
tigate the account. They only appoint a commis- 
sioner, and whatever award that commissioner 
makes is the law, according to this bill, and we 
must pay it; and thereis no suspension or revision 
of the account kept in the hands of Mr. Whittle- 
sey, or with the head of the Department. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will simply say, 
in reply, that we all know and believe that Mr. 
Whittlesey revises every account which comes be- 
fore him. Perhaps there isnot a more intelligent, 
a more efficient and conscientious officer under the 
Government. No account passes from his hand 
without its undergoing his revision. 1 have had 
something to do with this account years ago; itisa 
transaction which hasbeen bandied about a good 
while— 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
would state to the gentleman from Virginia that 
this debate is out of order. The amendment has 
been agreed to by the committee, and can only be 
reversed by unanimous consent. 

Mr. MACE. 
state that the suggestion made by the gentleman 
from Alabama, and acceded to by me—thatis, that 
Mr. Whittlesey appoint, as umpire, some gentle- 


e amount of the appro- 


man connected with the Treasury Department— | 


has been adopted by the committee? 
~ The CHAIRMAN. Notat all. 

Mr. MACE, Then I make that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Indiana, that he moved as an 


Do | understand the Chair to | 


q 


i 


j 


H| in the employment of the Government. 


amendment to the bill, to strike out the werds 


“ Secretary of War,” and insert in lieu thereof 
« First Comptroller of the Treasury.”? The Chair. | 
put that question to-the committee, and the com- | 
mittee agreed to the amendment. | 

Mr. MACE. Then I moye the suggestion of | 
the gentleman from Alabama as an additional 
amendment. F 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the gentleman. permit 
me to suggest to him that the amendment is su- 
perfluous. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would ask the | 
gentleman from Indiana, if he acceded to the pro- 
position of the gentleman from South Carolina,.to 
limit the amount to $7,000? i 

Mr. MACE. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then that question has | 
not been put to the committee. 

Mr. MILLSON. Before that question is put, | 
I desire to offer an amendment to a previous por- 
tion'of the bill. J move to strike out all after the 
word “authorized,” in the fifth line of the bill, as 
follows: 

« And directed, in such mode as to him shall seem just 
and expedient, to appoint an umpire to hear evidence in 
the city of Wheeling, Virginia, and ascertain and fix what 
is justly and equitably due the said petitioner thereon ; and 
the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed to ! 
pay such sum out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated by law.” 

And to insert in lieu thereof, the following: 


To appoint a commissioner to ‘take evidence in the city | 
of Wheeling, or elsewhere, to ascertain and to report | 
what is justly and equitably due said petitioner thereon, and | 
if said reportis approved by said Comptroller, the Secretary | 
of the Treasury is anthorized and directed to paysach sum 
Suber ony money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated. 

Mr. MACE. 
accept it. : 

Mr, MILLSON. The committee will see that 
I have changed the word ‘t umpire” for that of 
“ commissioner.” An umpire is one who decides 
a difference between two arbitrators. There are 
no arbitrators in this case, and therefore l have 
substituted the word ** commissioner.’ I have | 
also provided that the commissioner shall go on 
and take testimony, and report to the Treasury 
Department. 1 object upon principle to this Gov- 
ernment being bound by the decision of any com- 
missioner. I think the amendment I have pro- 
posed is important. It directs the Comptroller to 
gelect a suitable commissioner to take testimony 
and report to said Comptroller. If he shall approve | 
the report, then the Secretary of the Treasury is | 
authorized to pay the award. j 

Mr. COBB. 1 would suggest to the gentleman 
from Virginia, that he modify hisamendment so as | 
to make the Comptroiler select, as commissioner, j 
some officer now in the employment of the Gov- | 
ernment, who shall receive no extra compensation | 
or allowance therefor. ` \ 

Mr. MILLSON. [I think it very well to leave | 
the Comptroller full discretion in the selection of | 
the commissioner. | 

Mr. COBB. Well, sir, I will move the amend- 
ment I have indicated. I move to add the follow- 
ing: . - 

Provided, That the said commissioner shall be selected | 
out of such persons as are now in the employment of the į 
Government, and that no extra compensation shall be ; 
allowed. 


I have no objection to that; I will | 
| 


oe 


| 
| 

My object is, that the Comptroller shall select | 
this commissioner from those now in the employ 
of the Government, and thereby save the expense | 
of an outside commission. I see no reason why | 
he shoald not select sucha person. He will be: 
able to select one who is entirely competent, per- | 
haps one who may have had this very subject 
under consideration at different times. 

Mr. BRIDGES. Does the gentleman know 
where Mr. Steenrod lives? i 

Mr. COBB. Ido not. . 

Mr. MACE. I will tell the gentleman; he lives | 
at Wheeling. | 

Mr. BRIDGES. [ should then be very much 
opposed to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Virginia to appoint this commissioner at W heel- | 
ing, because the Comptroller might appoint some | 

H 


f 


one interested in the case. 

Mr. COBB. Well, sir, I hope we shall pro- 
vide that some one shall be employed who is now 
Let him | 
report to Mr. Whittlesey, the Comptroller; and if |; 
he approves it, I have no objection to the amount | 


T 


i| who reported the bil 


man: from Virginia:to.adopt itas.: 
his amendment.) uiu par es a2 
Mr. MILLSON..._L have no objection... 

The question was. taken. on-Mr,.Mrunson 
amendment, as modified; and it was.agreed to... 
Mr. MACE. I now move that the bill be laid 
aside- to’ be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation thatit do pass. oi) o yd f 
The motion was agreed to. : 
BROWN, RUSSELL AND CO; 07 


House bill (No. 189) “ for. the relief of John 8. 
Jones and William H. Russell, surviving parine 
of Brown, Russell & Co.” Ee ee ree 

The bill directs the Secretary of. War to -settle 
and adjust the claims of John S. Jones and W il- 
liam EL. Russell, surviving partners of Brown, 
Russell & Co., for losses of oxen and wagons 
sustained in the transportation of military stores 
from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fé, and limits 
the amount to be allowed to $38,800. p7 

Mr. MILLER, 1! do not know that it is neces» 
sary for me on this occasion to enter into an ex- 
planation of the facts involved. in this case, as.it 
may be in the memory of members who heard . 
the report read at the Clerk’s table when the bill 
was up before on objection day. The case was 
then explained by my colleague, [Mr. Benron,] 

l from the Committee on Mil- 


modification of 


itary Affairs. : : ioe 
A bill for the relief of these parties was reported 
on favorably by the Committee on Military, A f- 
fairs of this House at the last session; but it was 
not reached on the Calendar. I believe that the 
report accompanying the bill meets with the ap-. 
probation of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
Although I am nota member of that committee, 
still I have taken some pains to examine into the 
claim, and the evidence by which itis supported. 
I am satisfied that it is a highly meritorious claim, ` 
and one that ought to be speedily passed, that 
full justice may be done to the, parties who have 
suffered so greatly in their efforts to supply our 
troops in New Mexico with necessary subsistence 
during the year 1850. The object of the bill, Mr. 
Chairman, is to authorize the Secretary of War to 
settle and adjust the claims for the losses sustained 
by these parties, and losses sustained under the 
most extraordinary circumstances. Every mèm- 
ber will be satisfied, on reading the committee’s 
report, that these losses ought to be reimbursed, 
The report is a short one; and as itis full, and tothe 
point, if there be no objection, I ask “for its read- 
ang, although it has been once read heretofore. 
T'he report was then read by the Clerk, from 
which it appears that in the fall of the year 1850, 
an extraordinary necessity arose for forwarding 
military supplies from Fort Leavenworth to Santa 
Fé.. Owing to the lateness of the season, and the 
risk to be enceuntered in such a journey in the 
winter time, the acting quartermaster, Brevet 
Major Ogden, could find no persons willing, at any 
price, to undertake the service, except the memo- 
rialist and his partners, James Brown and John 
S. Jones. These persons entered into a contract 
with Major Ogden, acting on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, to receive the supplies at Fort Leaven- 
worth, with suitable means of conveyance, to be 
approved by said officer, and transport the same, 
“with all practicable dispatch,” to Santa Fé. 
The contractors accordingly entered on the ser- 
vice with three trains, consisting of one hundred 
wagons, and upwards of twelve hundred head of 
oxen; and after a toilsome journey, and much ex- 
posure, arrived ata point about forty-five miles 
from Santa Fé, when they were stopped by a 
snow storm of extraordinary severity. Mr. 
Brown, one of the contractors, was in charge of 
the trains, and at this point left them, and went 
into Santa Fé, to report his progress to the officer 
in command there, and procure his assent to a 
suspension of the journey. until better weather. 
Mr. Brown was taken ill on his arrival at Santa 
Fé, and died a few days after, in consequence, as 
was believed, of the hardships and exposures he 
had suffered. After waiting several days for Mr. 
Brown’s return, the person next in charge went 
also to Santa Fé, and there finding his principal 
at the point of death, represented to the command: 
ant of the post, Captain Easton, the condition of 
the trains, and the state of the weather and roads, 
and that it would cause great loss to endeavor 


being paid. I suppose there can be no objection 


to my amendment; and I would ask. the gentle- 


then to proceed; asking, consequently, his con- 
currence in a temporary delay. “This was refused 


by Captain Easton, in 
‘by his affidavit, and those of the clerks in the 


quartermaster’s department, 
and he demanded: that the supplies 


the garrison, 


be brought on immediately, and if not, that he 


would have them bro 
pense. The agent, 
, encampment, and th 
/ through to Santa Fé 
by the deposition of. 


he expended upwards of $14,000 in the purchase 
hire of extra teams and men; 
and from sundry depositions, that nearly the 


of forage, and in the 


whole number of the 
peristied from the ex 
on 
partner, (Brown,) th 


org in the transaction was a 
It is shown that these losses might 


$40,000. 

have been avoided b 

point where the trai 
Mr. MILLER. 


the committee will have seen by 


report, grows out o 


quartermaster at Fort 
contract was made at a very 
son, for the transportation 
Leavenworth to Santa Fë, 


at the latter point. 


tween the two points, 
The contract was made very 
as the report states, 
to un 


could be obtained 
these supplies except 
viously to this time, 
same capacity. 


say, that they are as en 


men as any that wer 
ernment in the same 


were, a8 I remarked, 
vices could be procured 


the service at so late 
undertook, by their 
plies to Santa Fé 
and, for the purpo 
they employed abo 
about twelve hund 


of Santa Fë, when 
snow storm, which 
dented, even in that 


they had topake refuge 
ains for protection from t 


er. While there, on 
and the only one 0 
trainJeft tbe train, 
for the purpose of i 
mand of the troops 
within forty-five mi 


was impracticable to carry them into Santa Fé 
without the loss of animals duri 
evere stress of weather. 


of thes 
officer at Santa Fé, s 
need of supplies, an 
tics—as they were t 
want of that kind o 


contractor should bring in the sup 
although the contract was 
e dispatch. 


ards, 
with all possibl 
Mr. Brown was a 
acter; and although 
the task, yet while h 
before hecou 


storm which he 


the agents who had be 


train thei went on to 
by Captain Easton to 
hazards. Although 


oxen to draw the one hundred 


were not sufficient 
storm; and. he expen 


of hiring additional ai 
these supplies; they undertook the task, and pro- 


ceeded to Santa Fé. 
hundred oxen that had been | 


that out of twelve 
provided for the tran 
they lost ever 
eleven hundred and 
died from exposure t 

There was an 
portation of supplies 
miles behind them, 1 
during this storm. T 


cònsequently, returned to the 


“the settlement’ of the estate of the deceased 


ns were encamped. 
The claim of these parties, as 


And I may be permitted here to 


contract, to transport the sup- 
with all practicable dispatch; 
se of fulfitling their contract, 


red oxen—making six hundred 
yoke. They arrived within about forty-five miles 


f them that was t 


d particularly of antiscorbu- 


f provisions—acquired that the 


Id return to the 


sick from the effects of the exp 
had undergone an 


y one but seventeen, 


other train engage 
s to the same place, a few 


consequence, as is shown 


of ‘the necessities of 


ught at the contractor’s ex- 


ence hastened: the supplies 
To effect this, it appears 
C. O. Jones, that 


. 


the agent, 


cattle belonging to the trains 
posure. [talso appears that, 


e actual loss of the contract- 
fraction less than 


y a temporary delay at the 


the reading of the 
f a contract made with the | 
Leavenworth in 1850. That 
late period of the sea- 
of supplies, from Fort 
for the use of the army 
The distance, I believe, be- 
is abouteight hundred miles. 
late in the fall, and, 
the services of no person 
dertake the transport of 
the claimants, who had, pre- 
served the Government in the 


ergetic and enterprising 
e ever employed by the Gov- 
service. These contractors 
the only persons whose ser- 
, or who would undertake 
a period of the season. They 


ut a hundred wagons, with 


they were overtaken by a 
was unusual and unprece- 
portion of the country; and 
in a gorge of the mount- 
he severity of the weath- 
e of the contractors—-Brown ¢ 
hen with the 
and proceeded to Santa Fé 
nforming the officer in com- 
there that provisions were 


les of Santa Fé, but that it 


ng the continuance 
The commanding 
hat the troops were in 


eeing t 
hen suffering severely from | 


phes at all haz- 
to carry them 


man of great energy of char- 
he was willing to undertake 
e was still in Santa Fé, and 
wagons, he wastaken | 
osure to the snow- 
d died. One of j 
en left in charge of the wagon | 
Santa Fé, and was ordered | 
bring in the provisions at all | 
he had had twelve hundred 
wagons, still they | 
to draw them during that 
ded $14,000 for the purpose 
d for the transportation of 


But the consequence was, | 


f these supplies, 

making some | 
eighty odd oxen that had | 

o the storm. 


sportation o 


d in the trans- | 


| tractors; and, therefore, 


passed; and subsequently went. into Santa Fé; 
and the oxen used in that train were. afterwards 
sold for'beef, and at high prices. So that it will 
appear to the committee that the loss was occa- 
sioned by that order of the officer at Santa Fé, 
commanding these contractors to take the provis- 
ions into Santa Fé at all hazards. 

“Ff move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
to the House; with a recommendation that it do 


ass. 
F Mr. GIDDINGS. I am impressed. with the 
conviction that there is an important principle in- 
volved in this case, which ought not hastily to be 
adopted by the committee. 1 believe it to have 
been a very hard case for those contractors. 
They probably have met witha great loss; but the 
whole matter seems to rest upon this one fact, that 
instead of abiding by their contract, they surren- 
dered their own judgment to the officer in com- 
mand at Fort Leavenworth. 

Mr. MILLER, (interrupting.) There was but 
one of the contractors sent with the train, and he 
went on to Santa Fé for the purpose of advising 
the commanding officer that he could not get 
the provisions in. While there, he died from the 
effects of exposure during that stow storm. There 
was no contractor left with the train, There were. 
only agents, who 
the contract. One of them wentto Santa Fé, and 
the commanding officer required him to transport 
the train of provisions at all hazards. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 believe that I apprehend 
the case correctly. 


than any individual member of this House. I wish 
to be distinctly understqod, because it is an ungra- 


cious task to oppose any claim. These men were 
e Government; į 
as appears from the report, | 


bound to fulfill their contract with th 
and by that contract, 
and from the remarks of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, they were under obligation to take those 
supplies to that point in the time in which they 
did. But one of the contractors goes to the com- 
manding officer, and he demands that the supplies 


shall be forthwith brought in. His demand had 


no more to do with the contract than the act of 


any other individual. The contractor was under 
no more obligation to pay any attention to his 
commands and directions than to those of any 
other man. And are the 
the United States at the command of every mili- 
tary officer in our employ? 
that commanding officer to involve us in an ex- 
penditure of $40,000? It strikes me not. 

The whole matter seems to rest bere: 
officer the power to involve this Government in 
in this unnecessary expenditure, contrary to the 
terms of the contract? If Iam wrong, I wish to 
be set right. ` 

Mr. BENTON, (interrupting). I very cheer- 
fully undertake to comply with the desire ex- 
pressed by the member from Ohio in his last 
remark, that if wrong, he wished to be set right. 
I undertake to comply with that request, and 
to show him that he is about nine. hundred miles 
wrong. [Laughter.] The gentieman: says that 
these contractors yielded to Major Ogden, and 
surrendered their judgment to his, which they 
ought not to have done. ’ Now, Major Ogden was 
at Fort Leavenworth, and with him the contract 
was made for transporting these provisions to 
Santa Fé. He inspected the train, with the burden 
wagons, and the twelve hundred oxen, and judged 
them to be sufficient, 
Now, we all know, that in the western country, 
on those vast plains, when there comes on a storm, 
no animal life can stand it, if exposed to it; and, 
therefore, when a storm arises, the effort is to get 
into a grove of wood, or into a gorge in the mount- 
ain—into a cafion—and there lie still until it has 
blown over. And woe unto those who are not 
able to get into the woods, or into a cañon. Men 
have perished; mules have perished. Fourteen 
hundred oxen perished at one time because they 
were not able to get to the woods. 

When these storms come on you must get 
shelter; you must lie still 
All this was foreseen; all this was known by Major 
Ogden, who made the contract, and by the con- 
no definite time was fixed 
within which they should reach the other end of 
the journey.” Well, sir, they proceeded; and had 


na gorge of the mountain, | 
hey remained there till it had i 


reached within fifty miles oftheir destination, when 
this. storm came on; and when they did what all 
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were ignorant of the terms of 


If I understand it now, that 
officer had no more authority over that contract 


funds in the Treasury of 


Is it in the power of 


Had that 


and they went on their way. |] 


until they have gone by. |i 


der such circumstances.would have been, 
‘| bound to do—they took shelter in, a. mountain 
| gorge or. cañon. And here let me- say, that 
another train—I am not certain whether public or 
private—took shelter from the same storm near 
them. They watched until it had blown over, and, 
then took their train into Santa Fé, and sold their. 
cattle as beef cattle, after having done the trans- 
portation. And that would have been the result 
with these parties, if they had not been placed in 
duress, and been compelled to go on. One of the. 
contractors went- forward during the storm, to let 
the commanding officer at Santa Fé know that. 
they. were coming, and what stopped them. He 
i| lost his life in consequence of the exposure to 
which he was subjected. An agent then left the 
|i train, and went to Santa Fé. The commanding 
officer gave orders that these supplies must be 
there by such a time. The order of the command- 
ing officer was peremptory for him to go on with 
| the supplies; and he threatened that. if the con- 
| tractors did not come on, he would send out and 
bring the supplies in ataheir expense. Under these’ 
circumstances they were placed under duress; they 
were not able to exercise volition. They must 
|| either incur the enormous expense of being brought 
|| in by force, under a military escort, or go on at 
the.risk of their lives. They proceeded, and lost 
their twelve hundred. oxen, and $14,000 was the 
expense incurred in endeavoring to comply with 
this military order. . 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Inoticeby thereport of the 
committee that these contractors agreed to forward 
the supplies with all practical dispatch. Now, I 
desire to ask the gentleman from Missouri—for i 
am sure, from his experience, he will be able to 
inform me—whether this commanding officer at 
Fort Leavenworth could change that contract in 
any respect? e 

Mr. BENTÖN. Nine hundred miles from the 
point! [Laughter.] The commanding officer at 
Fort Leavenworth did not change it, nor had he 
anything to do with the order. It was Captain 
Easton, at the other end of the journey—nine 
hundred miles off. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman does not 
comprehend me, or {do not comprehend myself. 
Do | understand the gentleman that the difficulty 
occurred in consequence of the commanding officer 
at Fort Leavenworth saying he would furnish 
other means of transportation, if the contractors 
did not go on? 

Mr. BENTON. Not atal. Notatall. Re- 
member that this road is nine hundred miles long. 
The course has two ends to it. [Laughter.] One 
end is on the Missouri river at Fort Leavenworth; 
the other end is on the Rio Grande del Norte at 
Santa Fé. At- one end is Major Ogden, the quar- 
termaster who contracts; at the other end is Cap- 
tain Easton who commands. One sends the pro- 
visions, and the other is to receivethem. Captain 
| Easton sends out not to employ for transportation 
but to take possession of the supplies, and bring 
them in at the expense of the contractor. That is- 
the point. I hope my friend is answered, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. With great respect to the 
gentleman, I want to inquire of him whether the 
Officer possessed that power ? 

ii Mr. BENTON. Which of them? 

Mr. GIDDINGS., Captain Easton. Had he 
the power to transport these provisions at the 
|| public expense when the contractor was abiding 
by his contract. 
|| “Mr. BENTON. He had the precise power 
| either to send out a military escort and take pos- 
ii session of them, or to hire men to go out, take 
possession, and bring them in. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Was thatthe contract? 

Mr. BENTON. No, sir. lt was no part of 
i| the contract. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Thatis what I want to get at. 

Mr. BENTON. He is commanding officer, 
and judges of the necessity for supplies; and it is 
what he thinks necessary, under thecircumstances, 
that he is bound to do to get them. That is the 


point. : 
GIDDINGS. Had that commanding of- 


persons un 


Mr. 
ficer any power to change the contract in any 
|i respect? 

Mr. BENTON. I do not understand that any 
|| change was made in it. ; 
i| Mr. GIDDINGS. . Had he the power to make 

this Government liable for one dollar beyond the 
! contract? i : 
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Mr. BENTON. Yes,sir. He is the command- 


ing officer. Heis responsible for the post. Heis 
responsible for the protection of the. post against 
public enemies, and for the preservation of the lives 
of the men. He is to see that provisions are fur- 
nished, and he is the judge of what the necessities 
require him to do. He cannot send to the Gov- 
ernment here to ask whether he will do this or 
that thing.. Right or wrong, he is.the judge, and 
there is no appeal from his judgment. The thing 
has to be done at once. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. As to the power of the com- 
mander to. judge im regard. to the lives of the men 
under him, i fully concur in what the gentleman - 
has said; but what I wish to impress on the com- 
mittee and the gentleman, with all deference to 
his greater experience, is, that the officer had no 
power to change this contract in any. respect, or | 
to make us liable to these contractors beyond it. 
If he had sent out and bought other provisions, we 
should meet his demand; but when he told these 
contractors to violate their contract, and they did 
so, the demand comes here in a different point of 
view. That is the lightin which I view the ques- 
tion. I have no interest in this thing. 

Mr. BENTON. Nor lI either. I have no in- 
terest in it either. ` 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to | 
the House, with a recommendation thatit do pass. | 


WILLIAM HANKINS. 


House bill (No. 190) “ for the relief of William ! 
Hankins.” i 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to 
pay William Hankins $244 88, to be received in 
full discharge of all claim against the United 
States growing out of a contract made on 15th 
August, 1835, for the delivery of wood at Fort į 
Johnston, in the State of North Carolina. 

The report of the committee shows these facts: 
On the lith of August, 1835, a contract in writing 
was made between the petitioner and Lieutenant 
J. H. Winder, acting assistant quartermaster, on. 
the part of the United States, by which the peti- 
tioner agreed to deliver and cord in the woodyardg 
at Fort Johnston, North Carolina, two hundred | 
and thirty cords of the first quality oak wood, to 
.be delivered as follows: fifty cords on or by the 
31st December, 1835; fifty cords on or by the Ist 
March, 1836; fifty cords on or by the Ist May, 
1836; fifty cords on or by the Ist July, 1836; and 
thirty cords on or by the Ist August, 1836; for 
which the petitioner was to receive $4 89 per cord. 
Hankins delivered the first fifty cords of wood, 
for which he received his pay. He delivered also 
fifty additional cords of wood, for which he has, 
as yet, received no pay. Lieutenant Winder 
having been relieved from duty at Fort Johnston, 
and Major Saunders appointed to succeed him, a 
disagreement arose between Major Saunders and 

` Hankins, in consequence of which no further 
deliveries were made. The petitioner claims as 
due to him the price of the two hundred and 
thirty cords, alleging his readiness to comply with 
his contract with the Government, deducting the 
fifty cords already paid for; but payment is lim- 
ited to the price of the second delivery of fifty | 
cords, in reference to which there cannot be a | 
reasonable doubt of his right to demand and re- | 
ceive payment. ` | 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move that the bill be j 
laid aside to be reported to the House, with a rec- 
ommendation that it pass. There isnota shadow 
of doubt that the payment of this claim ought to 
beallowed. If any information is desired by the 
committee in regard to it, I am ready to give i 

The bill was then laid aside to be report, 
the House, with a recommendation that it 

SARAH K. JENKS. 

House bill No. 195 “for the relief of Sarah 
K. Jenks, and the legal representatives of Harts- 
horn R. Thomas, in the matter of the brig Jane.” 

The bill authorizes and requires the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 

2,503 to Sarah K. Jenks, the widow of Jonathan 

enks, deceased; and the sum of $2,179, in equal 
parts—share and share alike—to the legal repre- 
sentatives of Hartshorn R. Thomas, deceased, 
namely: the sum of $726 34 to Louis G. Thomas; | 
the like sum of $726 33 to Edward K. Thomas; 
and the like sum of $726 33 to Joseph Shermer, 


guardian of the children of Samuel W., Thomas, 
deceased—amounting in all to the sum of $4,682. 


The said payments to be a-dischargein full forall 
lability of the United States for the. loss-of the 
brig Jane and her cargo, seized and destroyed by 
the Spanish authorities at Laguayra-in the year 
1812. . 

Mr. MACE. | offer the following amendment: 

Provided, That said sum of money, nor any part of it, is 
to be paid out of the Treasury of the United States, unless 
there remains in the Treasury an unexpended balance of 
the fund appropriated to pay similar claims under the treaty 
with Spain of the 22d February, 3819; and if there should 
be any of the money not expended as aforesaid, the said 
Saran K Jenks is to be paid first the sum specified as due 
her, and the other persons next: And provided further, That 
in the passage of this act a precedent is not intended to be 
established, and is not established, to pay any.similar claim 
or claims, or any part thereof, in any mode or manner other 
than herein indicated. 

If the committee will listen to me for a few 
minutes, I will explain the character of the bill 
under consideration. When the matter first came 
before the Committee of Claims it underwent an 
elaborate examination, and a report was made 
recommending the passage of the bill which the 
Clerk has just read. The claim arose out of a 
class of cases connected with the treaty of 1819. 
After the committee made the report, they became 
satisfied that if they established a precedent which 
would go beyond the five million appropriation, 
it might in the end prove exceedingly disastrous 
to the Treasury of the country. I have therefore 

repared an amendment, which expressly stipu- 
ates that no money is to be paid under the bill, 
unless there is a balance unappropriated of the 
$5,000,000 set apart by the treaty of 1819. 1 have 
examined the subject, and I believe there is a 
balance of about $1,900 remaining unappropriated 
under that treaty. I was unwilling, and so was 
every member of the committee, to establish a 


precedent for letting these claims in upon the | 


Treasury of the United States. 

The bill, sir, is simply this: Out of the sum of 
$5,000,000, which was retained for the purpose of 
satisfying these claims against the Spanish Gov- 
ernment, or out of that portion of it whieh is un- 
appropriated, the sum provided for in this bill is 
to be paide The committee did not intend to lay 
down the precedent that any of these unsettled 
claims are to be paid out of the common Treasury 
of the country. Therefore F think that, under any 
view of the case, it is proper to pass this bill. 
There is no question of its being a just claim, and 
no money passes under it, except out of the unap- 
propriated balance of these $5,000,000. 

Mr. FLORENCE. My colleague (Mr. Cuanp- 
LER] is more familiar with the facts of the case 
than I am, but I desire merely to ask the gentle- 
man from Indiana whether the bill reported by the 
Committee of Claims does not appropriate some 
$4,000? In that event, and if there is but $1,900 
remaining in the Treasury applicable to this ac- 
count, how can this sum of $4,282 be paid? If 
it is a just claim, we ought certainly to pass the 
bill without any sueh restrictions. At least this is 
the lightin which the matter appears to my mind. 
In the first place, if we should adopt this amend- 
ment or proviso submitted by the gentleman from 
indiana, it would render the bill nuil and void to 
all intents and purposes; because a bill making an 
appropriation of $4,200, subject to the restriction 
that it be paid out of a fund of $1,900, is an ab- 
surdity. 

Mr. MACE. I will explain the matter to my 
friend from Pennsylvania very briefly. 

Mr. HASTINGS. I think it would be better 
to have the report read. : 

Mr. MACE. Oh, the report is very long. 

Mr. FLORENCE. It would take two hours to 
read it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does thegentleman from 
New York [Mr. Hasrines] insist on having the 
report read. . 

Mr. HASTINGS. I do; or else that the bill 
be laid aside informally. Ido not think we ought 
to legislate on a subject of this kind without a 
thorough understanding of it. 

Mr. MACE. I desire to explain fully to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, and to the commit- 
tee, the reason why this report was first made, al- 
lowing the whole amount claimed, and the reason 
why the committee unanimously came to the con- 
clusion to report the amehdment which I, as a 
member of that committee, have offered. The 
claim was first adjudicated on under the treaty to 
which [ have referred, and. by which $5,000,000 
were set apart to pay these claims. The com- 


x 


mission which‘ adjudicated thesé matters, allowed: : 
claims:to the amount of nearly $10,000,000; 
the ‘consequence was, that the claimants hud: to. i 
havea pro rate allowance made to’ them~some. | 
fifty-nine cents on the dollar.’ ‘There. were a vast 
number of claims submitted to this eourt, of as; 
much merit, perhaps, as any that were-presented, 
to a similar committee,and acted favorably upon—.-. 
this claim among the rest. ; ay 

Mr. BRIDGES. I would ask the: gentleman - 
from Indiana if the claim was before the Depart- 
ment : ` eae 

Mr. MACE. This claim was: submitted 
among the rest. The board adjudicated upon it, 
| and at first allowed it; but subsequently, before 
they adjourned, they reconsidered it, and madean 
order, in which they say, in only one line, **thig 
claim is disallowed,” without giving any reason 
for that rejection. Now, the reason for the amend= 
ment which was referred to by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, is simply this: that.if we were 
to make a precedent of this case for claims to be 
paid out of the common Treasury of the country, 
perhaps claims amounting to thirty millions of 
dollars, as meritorious as this, would be advanced 
and forced upon the consideration of Congress. 
The committee, therefore, came to the conclusion, 
that so far as the action of that board was eon- 
cerned, in regard to all this class: of claims; we 
would treat the adjudication as an estoppel to all 
claims of a similar character. Therefore, in‘ the 
proviso, I have simply said that if any money re- 
mains unappropriated out of the $5,000,000, it shall 
be paid towards this claim, expressly stating in 
the proviso that it is not to be a precedent for the 
purpose of paying other claims. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I wish to ask the gentleman 
how much money remains in the Treasury out of 
the $5,000,000 appropriated under our treaty with 
Spain, of February 22, 1819, to pay the claims 
against the Government of Spain assumed by the 
United States Government? te oa 

Mr. MACE. I believe it is about $1,900, all 
told. I would say, further, that, as a member of 
this House, and as a member of the Committee of 
Claims, I would not open the door for a single 
moment to let in a claim beyond the amount of the 
$5,000,000 appropriated. : sae gee 

I move that the bill be laid aside, to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I like the course of the 
argument of the gentleman who advocates the 
passage of this bill, so far asat goes. It gives us 
a gleam of justice to those who have a claim upon 
that fund. l do not see, however, why those 
claimants, whoever they may be, should have the 
whole of that $1,900, when I have, this whole 
| season, been charged with the custody of a claim 
of nearly $500,000, which was adjudicated by 
that very board as just, and should have been paid. 
But, because the vouchers were not presented in 
season, it was cut off. This claim was also cut 
off, and yet these gentlemen are permitted to come 
in and ask for their money. If one dollar is due 
to them, every dollar is due to them; and wehave 
no right to say to them, we will pay you the 
| $1,900, and‘ not the half million. We have no 
right to say that there isa little sum in one corner 
of the Treasury which you may have. If these 
| parties are entitled to anything, they are entitled 
to more than that; and if they are entitled to any- 
thing, other parties, with equally as strong claiins, 

are entitled to have as much as they are. 

| The gentleman who introduced this case here, 

| has correct views of the rights of claimants upon 

| the Treasury, but he is rather indistinct in his 

| views of whatis our duty toward those claimants. 

The gentleman knows I speak in no disrespect. 

But itis a growing right, an augmented intelli- 
gence, a gleam of day from the other side of the 

House, which leads us to hope that before long’ 
those who present justclaims against the Govern- 
ment will not be thrust aside, because their claima 
are too large, or because they are too old, when 

they have been augmented by our delay, and have 
grown old by our refusal of justice. If this claim 

is just we ought to pay it, if it is unjust say so. 

There is no compromise principle, there is noth- 

ing in justice which is to be settled by halves... If 
the Government of the United States cannot pay, 

let it say so. It has more than once said so. -If 
it will not pay, let it say so. If it pleases to set 

itself up in defiance of these claimants, let it do 

so, Let it stand in all the dignity of wrong. 


nds: 
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man from Indiana. : 
` Let us do justice to every 
may be the consequence. 
may quake from its very emptiness, let us do 
` right. Do not leta great nation, boasting of its 
greauiess, say to its claimants, you shall not have 
What is right, but you must take what it is con- 


claimant, whatever 
Though the Treasury 


venient for us to give. Sir, the gentleman from 
Indiana will do me the justice to believe that L.do | 
not speak disrespectfully of him. But, sir, | have 
a great disregard for the course of argument pur- 
sued by him in reference to this claim. 

Mr. MACE. What 1 said in reference to this | 
claim must have been misunderstood by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. I stated that there are 
agreaf many meritorious claims growing out of 
the treaty of 1819, which have not been paid, for 
‘the simple reason that there was no money left of 
the appropriation, set apart for that purpose out of 
which they could be paid. ` I will state the circum- 
stances under which that amount was appropriated. 
By the treaty of 1819, between this Government 
and Spain, the United States agreed to appropriate 
$5,000,000 for the indemnification of American 
citizens, for losses from Spanish spoliations. That 
is all the agreement which our Government has 
made in reference to it. The $5,000,000 were ap- 
propriated, and have been expended, with the 
exception of the sum of $1,900. This Govern- 
ment has, therefore, fulfilled its obligations under 
the treaty, and it would be a violation of the whole 
policy of the Government, after having complied 
‘with the stipulations of the treaty, toassume such 
other claims for Spanish spoliations as may arise 
hereafier. 

Mr. MILLSON. | merely rise to state to my 
friend from Indiana, that perhaps some members 
of this committee may derive a false impression 
from the statement he has made of the connection 
of this Governmentywith this $5,000,000, which 
he says this Government set apart for the pay- 
mentof these claims. Now, sir, | understand that 
the gentleman frora Indiana simply means to say 
that the Government of Spain set apari. $5,000,000 
for the payment of these claims. The Govern- 
ment of the United States never set apart one 
cent for any such purpose. ft was not bound to 
pay one of these claims. IJtstipulated with Spain 
to purchase: Florida for a certain amount, and 
Spain consented that $5,000,000 of the amount 
which this Government agreed to pay, should be 
set apart for the payment of the claims of citizens | 
of the United States held against that Government. 
And, therefore, although this money was taken 
out of the Treasury of the United States, it was in 
fact, appropriated by Spain for the payment of 
debts she owed to citizens of the United States. 

Mr. MACE. I am very much obliged to the 
gentleman from Virginia for stating the case much 

_ more clearly than I had stated it, and precisely as 
I would have stated it. He has stated it so clearly 
that I think there can be no mistake in reference 
to it. We do not proposeto appropriate one dol- 
lar for the payment of this claim. We simply 
say that if any of the money, which was set apart 
forthe purpose of paying these claims, is lett, it 
may be applied to pay this claim. 

Mr. HILLYER. Iam satisfied by the expla- 
nation which has been given. I understand the 
gentleman from Indiana to say that a certain 
amount was set apart by virtue of the treaty pur- 
chasing Florida, for the payment of indemnity for | 
Spanish spoliations; that the claims of our citi- | 
zens have been adjudicated by a commission 
created for that purpose; that some $10,000,000 
was passed on by that commission; and that this 
claim among the rest, was passed by that com- 
mission, but was subsequently, without explana- 
tion, rejected. ‘The difficulty in my mind is this: 


The original amount set apart for indemnity to 
our citizens was $5,000,000, but the commission 


alowed: $10,000,000 ‘of claims: -$ -do -not -un- 
derstand,- therefore, how ‘any ‘portion: ‘of this 
$5,000,000.can.be now in the Treasury; that is, 
avy. portion to which this claim isentitled. . If the 
amount the gentleman speaks of be in the Treasury 
and unclaimed, it must-beiong to those persons 
whose claims have been already adjudicated and 
allowed by the commission. ` , 

Mr: MACE.: It appears from thé testimony in 
the case, that fifty-nine per cent. was paid of the 
claims allowed by. the commission, payable out 
of the $5,000,000, and that there was accidentally 
or designedly a balance left. That is the expla- 
nation I have in regard to this point, Sol ve 

-Mr. MAXWELL; Mr. Chairman, I have no 
interest in this claim, and know very little- about 
it; but l-am unwilling to have the proviso put 
wonit.) Ifit be true that the claim isa jast and 


: g 1 
meritorious one, and one which the Government 


is. bound in justice to pay, let it be paid without 
feltering it with any proviso. If it be true, also, 


that there are other claims held by persons on | 


whom depredations were committed by the Span- 
ish authorities—other claims founded in right 
and justice, and which this Government, in duty 
to its citizens, is bound to pay, will you by this 
bil preclude the Government from so doing? l 
think jt inexpedient and improper. 
what will be the merit or force of that proviso, if 
there should come another case before Congress 
found to be as just and meritorious as this one? 
Will that proviso have any. force or effect to 
prevent Congress from passing on it just as we 
are now passing on this claim? That Congress 
will have as much right, not only to determine the 


merits of the case presented, but the propriety of: 


the claim being paid, in case it shouid be found to 
have merit, 


attached to the bill. 
In reference to what has been said about the 


$5,000,000 being exhausted, 1 have but little to |; 


reply. 1 know it to be the fact that there are 
divers claims against the Government, which, if 
submitted to the gentlemen of the committee, would 
be found, | think, to be as just, meritorious, and 
deserving of our consideration as this one. Now, 
what is the Government to do, if such be found to 
be the fact? Will it turn these claims. adrift? 
Will it tell these claimants, that the Government 
only promised to pay $5,000,000, and that that 
being found insufficient, their just claims shall not 
be satisfied? You have cut off all connection be- 


tween them and the Spanish Government, so far |; 


as the enforcement of their claims is concerned, 
and induced them to look to you for payment; 
and when they come here and show a good 
claim, that injury and outrage have been com- 
mitted on them, that their property has been de- 
stroyed, and that for years, and long years, justice 
has been denied them, shall they be put back with 
such reasons? Will you turn round upon them 
and say that this amount is exhausted. True, 
you have a just claim; true, itisa claim that should 
be paid; true itis that the Government of the 
United States undertook to pay all these claims; 
but she limited herself to $5,000,000; and some 
other citizens who have been more fortunate than 
you appeared before the commissioner first, and 
have gota prior place for their.claims upon the 
Calendar, and all the money is exhausted. 

Mr. MiLLSON. Thisis avery simple matter, 
if the House will only take the pains to under- 
stand it. Thegentleman from Florida [Mr. Max- 
WELL] objects to the proviso, and he complains 
that the Government of the United States will not 


pay all the amounts that may be ascertained to be |: 


due to the various petitioners who preferred de- 
mands against the Spanish Government for wrongs 
done them some years ago. 
Government of the United States appropriated an 
amount too small to pay all these claims. Why, 
the Spanish Government would have been very 
glad to have made no appropriation at all. it 
was the Governmentt, of the United States who 
tried to get from the Government of Spain as 


large an amount as possible for the payment of | 


ail these claims; and if seven millions of dollars 
could have been setapart, why, our Government 


| would not have objected to it. ‘On the contrary, 


our Government would have been exceedingly 
glad to have set that amountapart. If ten mil- 
lions of dollars could. have been allowed to be. 
applied to the payment of these claims, it would 


Besides, | 


‘Therefore | think that the proviso is | 
improperly proposed, and I hope it will not be} 


He says that the | 


have been so much the better, and so mach the 
more agreeable to the Government of the United’ 
States.” © i i 2 a 

it was not the Government of the United States: 
that limited this appropriation. It was the Gov- 
ernment of Spain that desired-to restrict the 
amount to-be deducted from the sum payable to 
her to the lowest amount. The Government of 
the United States had prosecuted these claims for 

ears, but had prosecuted. them: unsuccessfully. 

t was very well known that the Spanish Govern- 
ment was not in a condition to pay these claims. 
It. was poor and. bankrupt, arid not one cent of 
tbis money would ever have been paid but- for 
| the purchase of Florida, which ‘furnished oc- 
casion to the Government of the United States to’ 
deduct from the purchase money the sum of five . 
millions. The Government of the United States’ 
consented to give for Florida a larger amount than’ 
i she would have otherwise given, merely to ‘have 
the opportunity of deducting from the stipulated 
price the sum of $5,000,000 for the payment of 
claims due by the Spanish Government to our 
citizens. 

Mr. CHANDLER. In the first treaty of 1819 
—for there were two—our Government tried, in 
offering to pay the $5,000,000, to pay as little ag 
possible, and not as much as possible. ‘It is 
naught, saith the buyer; and when he is gone his 
way, he boasteth.’? They tried to make it as 
i small as possible, and to.pay as little as possible. 
| Butafter that treaty of 1819, without any augment+ 
il ation of the sum to be paid—g5,000,000—there, 
|| was an immeise augmentation of lands acquired, 
| in fee-simple, from the Spanish Government. 
| Mr. MILLSON. What I mean to say is, that 
| the Government of the United States would have 

been exceedingly gratified if Spain had consented 
thatthe whole consideration of the cession was:to 
| be paid to our own citizens rather than toa foreign 
i; treasury. f : 
| Mr. CHANDLER. The Government of the 
| United States, the gentleman will perceive, in 
| doing that, released Spain from paying any more 
IRo our people. The people did not authorize that, 
i but in the exercise of the eminent domain, and of 
| the right of sovereignty, the Government did s0.. 
i Mr. MILLSON. As to this matter of the Gov- 
j ernment of the United States releasing the Span- 
| ish Government from claims due to our citizens 
| by that Power, I have no confidence in any such 
! idea as that, 
| Mr. CHANDLER, Nevertheless it is so. 
; Mr. MILLSON. The Government of the Uni- 
| ted States cannot release Spain from debts due to 
our citizens. The Government of the United 
| States can simply agree not to prosecute. these 
|| claims. The Government of the United States 
| can conclude not to make them the cause of war. 
i! The Government of the United States may agree 
ii not to trouble a foreign Government about such 
|; matters any further by continuing negotiations 
l; on the subject. But the Government cannot re- 
|| lease a claim due by the Spanish, or any other 
i! Government, to any of our own citizens. 

| If the Government should undertake to do so, 
li the citizen who has a claim is not bound by that 
action of the Government, but has still his claim 
| against the Government by which it was origin- 
‘ally due. It may be, and I doubt not it is the 
: fact, that a foreign Government, being relieved 
; from ail apprehension of a war, gives itself. very 
| litte trouble about unadjusted claims; but still the 
|, claim is no less good, as no authority resides in 
‘the Government of the United States to make 
ii such a contract. But however that may be, what 
iT am_ endeavoring to show now is, that the sum 
= of $5,000,000 was set apart for the stipulated pur- 
i pose o being paid to citizens of the United 
States having claims against Spain. The Gov- 
ernment undertook to adjustthe claims not due by 
itself but by Spain. 

Ross CHANDLER. The Government assumed 
them. : 

Mr. MILLSON. And it agreed to pay these 
| claims, so far as the money set apart for that pur- 
pose would satisfy them.. That amount was 
| $5,000,000. All that we had to do was to de- 
‘termine upon the several amounts due, and the 
; individuals to whom they were due. : 

Now, sir, the Government of the United States 
appointed a commission for that purpose—a com- 
mission composed of some of the most eminent 
citizens of the Union. It consisted of Judge 
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White, of Tennessee, Mr... William. King, and 
Governor Tazewell; and, I undertake to say, that 
a more illustrious board of: commissioners never 
has been appointed since the foundation of the 
Government. It was a court of the last resort as 
to the amounts due.- There was no appeal from 
its decision. This case came before the commis- 
sioners, and it was decided by them. . it is true, 
as I stated-just now, that at first they allowed the 
claim, but they subsequently reversed their judg- 
ment, and rejected the claim on the ground of 
want of jurisdiction, that claim not being, in their 
opinion, embraced within the terms of the treaty. 

Now, sir, so-far from rejecting the proviso, the 
grave question recurs, whether this bill should pass 
at all, in any shape. Lam very decidedly of the 
opinion that it will be a very mischievous prece- 
dent to set, notwithstanding the disclaimer of all 
intention of establishing a precedent. What have 
we to do, with this claim? By what right do we 
undertake to adjust it? Was it ever a claim 
against the Government of the United States? 
No, sir; it was a claim against Spain; and Spain 
stipulated with us that our commissioners should 
adjudicate that case; and Spain stipulated, by 
treaty, that the decision of these commissioners 
should be final and irrevocable. Now, the com- 
missioners considered the claim, and rejected it. 


By what right do we undertake to decide the pro- - 


priety of that allowance or disallowance? There 
may be a surplus of $1,900 left, and that, the 
Government may, in good faith, appropriate to 
the payment of unliquidated demands. But if it 
is to be appropriated to any persons, it ought to 
be appropriated to those persons who, by some 
unavoidable accident, could not come before the 
board. The claims which were unadjusted by 
that board, arecomputed to amount to $20,000,000. 
if we are to pay the $1,900 to anybody, do not let 
us pay itto.an individual who laid his claim before 
the board, and had it rejectéd by the board. 

<Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman remarks 
that $20,000,000 of claims were unadjusted by the 
board, Does the gentleman mean to be under- 
stood to say that they were admitted to be due, or 
merely that there were claims pressing to that 
amount? f ` 

Mr. MILLSON. I spoke hesitatingly on that 
point. I said I had heard that the amount of 
claims unpaid was something like $2,000,000. 
Of course I spoke of it as a conjectural amount, 
and as merely indicating that a large amount of 
claims were not satisfied. I did notrefer to claims 
allowed by the board, but to claims rejected by 
the board, or never brought before them. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I understand that 
the claims allowed by the board amounted to 
$9,000,000, the pro rata amount paid being fifty- 
nine cents on the dollar. The sum of $5,000,000 
having been appropriated under that treaty, the 
fifty-nine cents on the dollar being paid, amounted 
to $9,000,000. Then the gentleman’s information 
is, that there are $11,000,000 more. 

Mr. MILLSON. I do not speak of it definitely. 
I am only stating that my general impression has 
been—not derived from any examination, because 
I do nat know that J have made an investigation of 
the matter, at any time—but my impression has 
been that the claims not presented, or if presented, 
rejected by the board, amounted to $15,000,000 
or $20,000,000. It is impossible to say what is 
the precise amount of the claims either not pre- 
sented, os if presented, not allowed. 

Mr. FLORENCE. As this matter is somewhat 
important to the decision which this committee 
may come to, I ask the gentleman if he knows 
whether this is the only claim, allowed by the 
board, outstanding, or whether there iga petition 
before any committee, either of this orgthe other 
House, asking indemnity under this treaty? 


Mr. MILLSON. This claim was not allowed | 


by the board; for if allowed, it would have been 
paid.- It was first allowed; but that decision was 
afterwards reconsidered, and the claim was re- 
ected, and we must take it for granted that the 
lest decision of the distinguished commissioners is 
the correct one. , $ 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman will allow 
me to refer him to the decision of the board, and 
to the statements which follow, so that the matter 
may be understood in this connection. 

The extract is as follows: . 


« Tuesday. November 18, 1833.—The board met pur- 
suant to adjournment. Present as before. The journal of 


| of the parties concerned. | know nothing of the in- 


i 


| dividual hardships of which they make complaint. || 


„ceeded to pronounce on'the following cases which had been 


yesterday having been read and confirmed, the board pro- 


set down for examination, viz: : i 

«í Numbers 108i and 1100. Jonathan Jenks. 
Fosse. 

“ Upon examination of the testimony filed in support of 
this claim, the board are of opinion that it bé allowed as Í 
valid, for the value of the vessel, for the expenses neces: 
sarily incurred in defending the property, and for the loss` 
sustained upon the cargo. 7 

` «H. W. WHITE. 
“WM: KING. i 

- “L. W. TAZEWELL. . 

‘Attest: T. WATKINS, Secretary.’ : 


Mr. MILLSON. It was hardly necessary for 
the gentleman. to have read that extract, for I have 
already stated these facts. I stated that this claim 
was first allowed by the commission, and that they 
afterwards reconsidered that action, and rejected | 
it upon the ground that it did not come within 
their jurisdiction under the treaty. 

Mr.. FLORENCE, Bat they have given no 
reason for it. 

Mr. MILLSON. We have nothing to do with 
their reasons, We have no control over their 
reasons. There was no appeal from their decision. 
W hen they had given their decision it was sic volo, 
sic jubeo, stet pro ratione volwntas—thus, | wish and 
order; my will stands in the place of reason. 

Now, sir, my friend from Florida seems to 
suppose that some great wrong has been done 
these petitioners. He complains that we will not 
pay them the amount due them. Sir, we owe 
them nothing. It was a matter left to the de- 
cision of the commissioners, whether Spain owed 
them anything... They came before that commis- 
sion, and their claim was finally rejected. They 
had the same opportunity that all the other claim- 
ants had before that commission. They gave 
them a fair hearing. It was their misfortune that 
they were not able to furnish the evidence which 
was requisite to establish their claim before the 
commission. í 

But the gentleman seems to think the Govern- 
ment is bound to indemnify the citizens of the 
United States for all losses they may incur in con- 
sequence of depredations committed by foreign 
nations. Sir, why should it bebound? Does the 
gentleman suppose the Government is bound, 
whenever it may fail to obtain redress for injuries 
done to our citizens in foreign countries? 1s the 
Government bound because it may not-choose to | 
go to warto redress them? Sir, the question of 
peace or war, is one to be determined by the sov- 
ereign power, according to its own will, and its 
own judgment of the momentous national issues 
that may be involved in it. There is no Govern- 
ment on the face of the earth that holds itself under 
an obligation to declare war, againstits own will, | 
against its own interest, merely because some of | 
its citizens may demand that it should do so for | 
the purpose of obtaining indemnities for losses | 
sustained by them. i 

It seems to me, then, that this bill is founded | 
upon avery questionable policy. I know nothing | 


Brig Jane | 


But 1 do know thatif these claims can properly be | 
preferred any where, if these demands can be made | 
at all, they should be preferred against another | 
power. We have nothing at all to do with them. : 
They must be made against Spain, if at all. , i 

Mr. MACE. I regret exceedingly that my jj 
friend from Virginia cannot support this bill, after | 
this proviso which I have offered, shall have been |} 
adopted. Now, sir, Ishall trouble the committee 
with but very few remarks upon thesubject. Ido || 
not doubt the standing and integrity of the commis- į 
sioners who were appointed to adjudicate upon | 
these claims against Spain. This claim was first | 
allowed by them, and afterwards disallowed, upon | 
the ground that it did not come within their juris- | 
diction. The facts of the case, in brief, are these: | 
Jonathan Jenks, some seven or eight years before || 
the date of this treaty, took a cargo to South | 
America. Thecargo was confiscated by the Span- | 
ish authorities. He didnot then present the claim 
against the Government of the United States, but 
prosecuted it before the Spanish courts. 

The records show, that while the supercargo 
was waiting for two years, in order to get justice, | 
the case went through all the Spanish courts. It |} 
was adjudicated by the highest judicial authority |: 
there, and something like $8,000 was allowed, and i 
that, too, long before the treaty of 1819. As I be- | 
fore remarked, the commission, in the very face of | 


| 


| examine the reasons of the commission fora 


| the House was awaking to a sense of justice. 


iF 


ing other claims, but it was a mere pretext on: 
their part to set this claim aside because they had 
no jurisdiction over it, And it was only.disallowed 
on the last day of the session., 9 7S 
But before the treaty of 1819, as T have already’ 
stated, the highest court of Spain adjudicated the 
case, and allowed ‘something. like $8,000. Now, 
justice to these claimants, who reside in ‘the dis- 
trict of my friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fror- 
ENCE,] even and exact justice to them, demands 
the payment of $8,000, with interest from the 
time of the adjudication of the Spanish court... -~ 
For the purpose of guarding, and placing the 
claim beyond all controversy, I offered the pro-. 
viso which stipulates that no part of it is to be 
paid out of thé Treasury, and that it is only. 
to be paid out of any balance remaining of the, 
$5,000,000. 
Now, something has been said about other, 
claims. 1 may use a lawyer’s phrase, and say 
that there is a race of equities on the partof these . 
claimants, to see who will seize first on this pitiful 
sum of $1,900. Well, so far in the race, Mrs. 
Jenks has the lead of the rest, and she wants 
Congress to grant her this miserable pittance. 
The bill will settle no precedent, nor will it oper- 
ate injuriously hereafter. I regret that I narrowed 


myself down to suit the gentleman from Virginia, , 


and still find that he is opposed to the bill. 

Mr. HASTINGS, P wnderaratd the gentle- 
man from Indiana to state that the commission re-’ 
jected this claim without assigning any reason for 
the rejection. By the report, I see that they did. 
assign as a reason that they had no jurisdiction of 
the case; in other words, that it was not one of 
that class of claims intended to be provided for by 
the treaty. ` RE 

Mr. MACE. And that wasa beautiful reason. 
Now, what was the character of the claims tò be, 
adjudicated by the commission? Why, sir, claims 
which our citizens had against the Government of 
Spain growing out of spoliations on their property. 
They had before them the adjudication of the 
highest Spanish court, that spoliations had been 
made on Jonathan Jenks’s property, and allowing 
something hke $8,000. : 

Mr. MILLSON. Was this decision of the 
court made before or after the treaty? an 

Mr. MACE. [understand that it was made 
before the treaty? ` se 

_Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman will see at 
once that it was the interest of Spain, to throw 
the whole burden upon the $5,000,000. ` a 

Mr. MACE. I trust, with the explanation I 
kave made, that a vote will be taken. upon the- 
amendment, and that then a. vote will be taken 
upon laying aside the bill to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

Mr.SKELTON.  Thiscase is oneof too much 
importance to be passed over lightly by this com- 
mittee., It involves a principle of perhaps more 
importance with regard to the financial affairs of 
this country than any question that has been be- 
fore this bedy at this session. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Cuanourr] remarked 
that he was gratified to find that the other side 
do not know whether he intends to insinuate that 
our predecessors who have occupied seats in this 
Hall have been lacking in that essential element 
of character. Ido not know that he intends to 
insinuate that the party to which I have been at- 
tached has heretofore turned a deaf ear to just 
claims; but we might be led to infer from his re- 
marks that it was his intention. It is the duty of 
this House, when a question is presented here, 
and before we tax the people for the payment of. 
the duties of an individual claimant, to examine 
and decide whether it isa just claim or not: [t 
is not sufficientethat members should get up on. 
this floor and charge.us with a want of desire or 
intention to render justice to others. I say such 
a course of proceeding is not satisfactory. to me. 
Weare here to guard the public Treasury, and 
not to allow a dollar to go out, unless the claim is 
proven to be ajuat one. I hopewe shall hear no 


“ 


we Fah he 


ise 


more of this cant about refusing to render justice. 
to aclaimant before this House, when the facts 
of. the case have not been proven to our satisfac- 
tion. i ia 

1 bave not voted, nor do T intend to vote, a dol- 
Yar dut of the Treasury of the United States for 
claims, until gentlemen show me that they are 
just, and that the claimants have juat demands 
against the Government. Away with this idea of 
ifliberality and, stinginess, in refusing to. satisfy 
claims. We have correspondents of the press 
every year, proclaiming to the country that Con- 
gress is not willing to do justice to private claim- 
ants, undil the whole country begins to believe that 
“we area sët of rascals, and that we are not willing 
to pay justdemands against the Government. Be- 
fore 1 took my seat in Congress, | thought that a 

reat.deal of injustice had been done in this way. 
Bat since I have examined the subject, | am iñ- 
clined to think that ninety-nine out of every hun- 
dred private claims which committees report favor- 
ably on, are without foundation. 

| But gentlemen say that time is not a bar to these 
claims. Thatis very true; but it isa bar generally 
‘against getting any proof against them. These 
old claims are almost always proven by ex parte 
evidence. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania tells us that 
there is foundation for the claim now before 
the committee, but has he shown us that Spain 
owed these men anything? He has not given us 
a particle of proof to show that Spain owed these 
claimants a dollar. Now, what is the effect of 
this? 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman appeals to 
my colleague, (Mr. Cuanpier,} and asks him 
what evidence is. there that this claim is a just one. 
Now, | say to the gentleman from New Jersey, 
that any claim which passes through the crucible 
of the Committee of Claims of the House conveys 
to the country the best evidence of justice and 
right, [laughter,] and a favorable report from that 
committee is sufficient in the estimation of the 
Houseand of the country to justify us in ordering 
the amount to be paid. 

Mr. SKELTON. I would say to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, that I-want to have the 
proof myself that the claim is just. It is the duty 
of a Representative on this floor, to be himself 
satisfied upon the evidence presented to his under- 
standing, and not to rely upon any committee of 
this House, 

Mr. FLORENCE, 
mit me— 

Mr. SKELTON, The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania may be satisfied himself with the re- 
port of a committee, but Lam not. I do not see 
that he has any right to ask me to vote upona 
question on grounds that are sufficient to satisfy 
him: for I have discovered that the amount of 
evidence which is sufficient to sausfy him of the 
justice of a claim goes very far from satisfying 
me. [Laughter. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman from New 
Jersey, who in his place hereon the floor is review- 
ing my course, will at least, permit me, to justify 
myself. 

Mr. SKELTON. Oh, certainly. 

Mr. FLORENCE. When thegentleman from 
New Jersey asks my colleague to refer him to 
the evidence, I stand up here in this House, and 
before the country, and declare that it comes 
recommended by the Committee of Claims is suffi- 
cient for us. 


If the gentleman will per- 


posed to review facts closely and evidence critically, 
than are the Committee of Claims, I have yet to 
understand where the organization of such gentle- 
men is, whether they compose a committee ora 
legislative body. And I say that when this com- 
mittee comes and presents anything to the con- 
sideration of this House, and asks for its action in 
accordance with that recommendation, J take it for 
granted that their recommendation is right, and I 
have so much confidence in them that I would 
always support it. 
Mr. SKELTON. I can show the gentleman 

from Pennsylvania and this committee, that heis ‘ 
not, always willing to take their recommendation. 


They have recommended an amendment to this | 
bill; and he objects to this amendment, [laughter,] 


showing conclusively to this committee that he is 
not willing always to take their judgment in cases | 
of this kind. 


If there are gentlemen more con- | 
scientious, more dispused to do justice, more dis- 


| upon the very point which I make. 
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“Mr. FLORENCE. _ 1 do not understand, Mr. 
Chairman, that the Committee.of Claims have į 


done any such thing as recommend that amend- 
ment, if l understand it—and | paid very close 
attention to the gentleman who reported this bill— 
he submitted the amendment on his own-account. 
He submitted it because he conceived that it was 
a just claim, and that this was the only opportu- 
nity that had been given to get $1,900 in heu of 
the full amount admitted to be justly due by the 
Committee of Claims. He submitted it because 
the impression on his own mind was that these 
people referred to in the bill, were entitled to it 
strictly, that they were poor, and that they could 
not.come before the House, or before the com- 
mission appointed to adjudicate these claims, be- 


cause the prosecution of it would be attended with |; 


the expense of having translations made, as | un- 
derstand, for these Spanish evidences. That, sir, 
I suppose, iş the reason why the gentleman, im- 
pelled by a sense of justice, offered this as an 
ameéndment, so that these people might get even 
$1,900 out of the $4,200 due to them, 

Mr. SKELTON. According to the gentleman’s 
own statement, these claimants have a claim 
against the Government of the United States to 
the amount which was deposited in the Treasury 
of the United States by Spain, and no more. This 
is the admission on their part, that the United 
States Government is not bound to pay any of 
these claims. 

But with regard to the gentleman’s remarks 
concerning the committee, I will say that] respect 


that committee. J have not a word to say against | 


them. I probably have as much confidence in 


that committee as in any other committee of this || 


House. But it is ourduty,a duty obligatory upon 
us as the Representatives of the people, before we 
vote away the people’s money, to satisfy ourselves 
individually that the claim for which we vote the 
money is a just one. 

When we asked for the reading of the report 
in this case, in order that we might know upon 
what principle the claim was based, what was the 
reply we received? They said it was too lengthy, 
and we could not get through with it to-day. If 
it is so lengthy that we cannot dispose of it to- 
day, let the case go over until we have time to 
examine the report. 

But, sir, in this claim, as in a number of other 
claims, there is a principle involved which is im- 
portant to this good. The two cases which were 
passed by informally yesterday involved the same 
principles. We have now upon the Calendar of 
this House other bills appropriating millions of 
dollars for other kind of claims. 1 ask the com- 
mittee if this Government is to be converted into 
a grand insurance company against fire, water, 
and depredations upon our commerce by pirates 
or foreign nations? Now, sir, let no gentleman 
in this Hall lose sight of the fact that the great 
mass of the American people are not engaged in 
commerce, 

Mr. MACE. I rise to a question of order. I 
have no objection tœ the stump speech of the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey, but 1 want him to con- 
fine his remarks to the amendment under consid- 
eration. He is not doing that, and, therefore, I 
raised the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman that by the rule he is required to’ 
confine his remarks to the amendment under con- 
sideration. 

Mr. SKELTON. Iam confining my remarks 
to the billunder consideration. There is no limit- 
ation to debate, by which I am obliged to confine 
my remarks on the bill to the amendment. Butif 
Iam not in order, I will make another motion, 
which willallow me to proceed. I move that the 
bill be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that itdonot pass. Is that motion in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The first question in or- 
der is upon the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, (Mr. Mace.] 

Mr. SKELTON. If the gentleman from Indi- 
ana, and those who advocate this claim before 
the committee, are intending to stifle discussion in 


the committee, let them stand up here and say so. | 


In the light of day let them say so. 

Mr. MACE. The gentleman has touched now 
If he wishes 
to discuss the bill, I am willing that he should do 
so. But I want him to confine himeelf to the bill, 


and not wander upon other subjects, as he has 
been doing. : 

Mr. SKELTON. Does the Chair decide that 
it is not in order to discuss the merits of the bill 
now? 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair makes no such, 
decision. The Chair decides that the gentleman 
has no right to discuss the character of the Com- 
mittee of Claims, or the French spoliation bill, or 
loss of goods by fire, or any other such question. 

Mr. SKELTON. Well, sir, I was using those 
arguments because the arguments which apply to 
the one case apply to the other. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must con- 
fine his remarks to the discussion of the bill, before 
| the House. 
l 


Mr. WALSH. Irise to a question of order. 
! I should like to know whether it is not in order 
for the gentleman from New Jersey to comment 
upon the course of the Committee of Claims, 
when the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
FLorence) was permitted to enter into a fulsome 
| laudation of that committee? [Laughter.} 

Mr. FLORENCE. Thegenteman from New 
| York is entirely mistaken as to the character of 
| my remarks. I only did the committee justice— 
simple justice—even-handed justice. {Laughter.} 
| Mr. SKELTON.’ 1 do not want to proceed out 
of order, and I want to know if the decision of the 
| Chair is that it is in order to discuss the merits of 

this bill at this time? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the gentleman can discuss the merits of the bill. 

Mr. SKELTON. That is what I wish to do. 
Then I am in order. 

I said that the bill before the House, if passed, 
would send abroad to the world the impression 
that there was one class of individuals in this 
community who were entitled to indemnity for all 
their losses in all their enterprises and in all their 
engagements, while the great mass of the Ameri- 
can people who are engaged in agricultural and 
industrial pursuits, who are entering into no specu- 
| lations, and running no risks, should be made to 
pay these indemnities—they must be compelled to 
pay the losses incurred by risks of storms, by 
risks of war, by risks of fire, and by risks of 
water. 

Sir, I want this committee to look into the sub- 
ject. Ifthis principle is to ‘be established—as it 
will be established by the passage of the bill—I 
state to this committee that there are hundreds of 
individuals in my district who are better entitled 
to thirty or forty millions of dollars for losses sus- 
tained in the revolutionary war than are these 
; claimants. ; 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
must state to the gentleman from New Jersey that 
he is wandering from the subject, 

Mr. SKELTON. No, sir; I am not wander- 
ing from the subject. 

{Loud cries of “ Order !?} 

The CHAIRMAN. The 
revolutionary claims of New 
der at this time. 

Mr. SKELTON. I was going on to make the 

application. I was going to show that the prin- 
ciple involved in this case was the same as that 
| involved in others. 
Mr. ORR. If the gentleman fiom New Jersey 
; pertinaciously insists upon disregarding the decis- 
ions of the Chair, I ask that the rule may be 
enforced, and that he shall take his seat until per- 
mitted to go on, 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman must con- 
| fine himself in his remarks to the question under 
consideration. 

Mr. SKELTON. Ido not wish to weary the 
committee, nor do I wish to prolong my remarks, 
and I will only add, in conclusign, that the very 
| sensitiveness which is shown by this committee, 
the very dislike to discussion, is of itself strong 
proof that this bill ought not to pass; that it is one 
of those bills that cannot bear the light. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair whether it would be in order to move to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill? l 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks. the 
monon of the gentleman from Ohio would be in 
order. 

a CAMPBELL. I do not make it. [Laugh- 
ter. * 

Mr. WALSH. I thought that fact was indel- 
iibly impressed upon the mind of the gentleman 


‘ 
iscussion of the 
ersey is not in or- 


1854. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


after his experience in reference to the Nebraska 
bil. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from New 
York is notin order. ; : | 

Mr. FLORENCE. Ido not desire to discuss 
this bill, nor do I-think there is any need of further 
discussion; for after the elaborate remarks of the 
gentleman from New. Jersey, [Mr. Sxezron,] I | 
presume the members of the committee have made 
up their minds to pass the bill. [Laughter.] I 
will, therefore, only say, that I shall vote against 
the amendment, and. for the bill. 

_ One word, however, in reference to a remark | 
made by the gentleman from New Jersey, in which 
he alluded to something said by me. When the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Hastinas] asked 
to have the report and accompanying documents 
read, I suggested that it would take two hours to 
read them, and that it would perhaps be well 
enough to go on with the consideration of this bill. 
I desire to say to this committee 

Mr. SKELTON. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I had no object in view | 
but the saving of the time of the committee. 

Mr.SKELTON. My point of order is, that 
if it is not in order to debate the bill in opposition, 
it is not in order to debate in its favor. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have said all I desired. 

The question wastaken on Mr. Macr’s amend- 
ment; and it was adopted. 

Mr. MACE. I move that the bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 

Mr. WALSH. I move that the bill be laid 
aside indefinitely. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s motion 
is notin order. 

Mr. WALSH. I move that it be laid aside to 
be reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass. 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not in 


order. 

Mr. WALSH Well, then, I have a few words 
to say in regard to the motion of the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

The CHAIRMAN. Discussion on the motion, 
of the gentfeman from Indiana is not in order. 

Mr. MACE demanded tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Orr and 
Warsa were appointed. 

The question was taken on Mr. Mace’s motion, 
and it was disagreed to, the tellers having reported 
—ayes 46, noes 81. 

he bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do not | 
pass. 


GILBERT C. RUSSELL. 

House bill (No. 196) “a bill for the relief of 
Gilbert C. Russell.” 

The bill provides that the Secretary of the | 
Treasury shall pay, or cause to be paid, out of | 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, to Gilbert C. Russell, of the State of | 
Alabama, $20,000, provided the same shall be 
received and receipted for by the said Russell in | 
full satisfaction of all balance of claims and de- ; 
mands of every description in his favor against | 


the Government of the United States growing out 
of, or in any manner connected with, the construc- | 
tion of the fort at Mobile Point, in the State of | 
Alabama. t 
Mr. READY. As the report in this case isa 
very long one, L will explain the claim, and I think 
I can present it in such a manner that the com- | 
mittee will more readily understand it than by 
reading the report. The claim consists of various 
items, and the report discusses the claimant’s 
right to these items separately. While the com- | 
mittee recommend one of them, they arrivé at an 
unfavorable conclusion with regard to others. 
This claim grows out of a contract entered into | 
in 1818, between the Government and Benjamin | 
1 


W. Hopkins, of the State of Vermont, to erecta 
fort at Mobile Point, inthe State of Alabama. | 
Mr. Hopkins commenced operations, and made | 
extensive preparations for prosecuting the work | 
according to the contract, but shortly thereafter, | 
in 1819, he died. His administrator made a con- 
tract with Samuel Hawkins, by which he trans- 
ferred the benefit of the contract with the Govern- 
ment to Mr, Hawkins, who undertook on his part 
tocomply with the original contract, as entered 


into by Mr. Hopkins. Mr. Hawkins proceeded 


withthe work fora period of tine, and thenhe sold || 


out the contract to Gilbert C. Russell, the claim- 
ant. Mr. Hawkins, I should mention, had been 
recognized by the Government as the contractor, 
after his pirchase. When Mr. Hawkins sold his 
contract to Mr. Russell, in addition to transferring 
it to him by deed, he also executed a power of 
attorney, constituting him his agent to prosecute 
the work in his name. The power of attorney 
was intended to meet the contingency of the Gov- 
ernment refusing to recognize Russell as the con- 
tractor. The Government did refuse to recognize 
Mr. Russell as the contractor, but it recognized 
him as the agent of Hawkins. 

Mr. Russell proceeded with a large and ade- 
quate force in the construction of the fort accord- 
ing to contract. After he had expended a large 
amount, and performed a great deal of labor, the 
Government, in October 1821, became dissatisfied, 
from some cause or other, sent a military force on 
the ground and wrested from him the work, taking 
into its possession all the materials, implements, 
stock, and everything connected with the con- 


|| struction of the fort. 


Mr. Russell then applied to the Eighteenth Con- 
gress, praying to be remunerated for his property 
forcibly taken from bim under the order of the 
Government, and destroyed or converted to pub- 
lic use; and for compensation for labor done and 
performed upon said fort. The matter was before 
Congress for two or thtee sessions. But at the 
second session of the Eighteenth Congress the 
Committee of Claims, through Mr. Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, reported in favor of the claim for large 
amounts, specifying, however, the particular items 
embraced in that allowance. And they reporteda 
bill directing that the Third Auditor of the Treas- 
usy ascertain, by proof, the value of the property 
owned by the petitioner at Mobile Point at the 


time of its seizure; that he ascertain, by proof, | 


the value of the labor performed by the petitioner 
towards the erection of the fort at Mobile Point, 
whether it was in erecting barracks, or in prepar- 
ing materials for the further prosecution of the 
works at that place; and the sums, when ascer- 
tained, to be paid out of the Treasury. Said bill 
passed both Houses of Congress, and became a 
law on the third day of March, 1825. ` i 

In pursuance of this law, testimony was taken, 
under the directions of the Third Auditor; but in 
consequence of the difficulty of procuring all the 
testimony desired by each party, because of the 
distant points at which some of the witnesses re- 
sided, the Auditor,was unable to arrive at satisfac- 
tory results. 

The subject was therefore again brought to the 


i| attention of the Nineteenth Congress, at its first 


session. Additional testimony was taken, upon 
which, together with the testimony previously 
taken, the Committee of Claims reported in favor 
of the petitioner for the amount of certain speci- 
fied items, amounting to $60,963 673. 

Mr. Whittlesey then stated in his report that 
there were materials and other personal prop- 
erty belonging to Mr. Russell at Mobile Point, at 
the time of the seizure, but that the evidence was 
too unsatisfactory as to the character and value of 
these articles to enable the committee to make an 
award in reference to them; and the claims in 
respect to this personal property were conse- 
quently suspended for further proof. 

Itis for the items, the claims for which were 
thus suspended, that the bill now reported pro- 
poses to make compensation to Mr. Russell. Since 


that time, and since the payment of the items then 4 


allowed by Congress, additional proof has been 
obtained; and the testimony of two witnesses— 
Isaac Chaffin and Lewis S. Coryell—has been 
taken, and is on file. 


T will state the substance of their testimony. || 


Mr. Chaffin was employed by certain contractors 
for the construction of fortifications at Dauphin 
Island, to superintend the making and delivering of 
brick and other materials for the fort at that place. 
He went to Mobile Point about the 10th of Octo- 
ber, 1821, and staid there five or six days. He 
testifies that he and General Turner Stark (the 
latter is said to have died shortly afterwards) 
made an estimate of the value of the materials pro- 
cured and delivered by Colonel Russel! for the 
fortifications on the Point; that his estimate was 
$21,500, and General Stark’s was about $25,000. 

Lewis S. Coryell was in Washington during the 
session of the Thirty-First Congress, in 1851, and’ 


his deposition was taken by direc! 
mittee of Claims, He was negotiatil 
cers of the War Department, in: 1821, for the : 
tract to construct the fortat Mobile Point, which wag 
after it had been decided by the Secretaryof War 
to take the work outof Colonel Russell’s hands. 
He went to Mobile Point to examine the works to: 
be erected there, and everything connected there- 
with. All this appears from‘ the voluminous 
respondence printed with the report of the Com 
mittee of Claims, inthe Eighteenth Congress; ds. 
well as from his deposition. To the third ‘inter- 
rogatory propounded to him, as follows: ©. ; 
‘* Did you. make an estimate of the loose property at the 
Po nt consisting of tools, implements, wagons, carts, 


&e 
He answers: f ‘ 
“Į did make an estimate of the lonse property at the 
Point, at Mobile, Alabamu, consisting of tools, implémients, 
wagons, carts, &c., prepared to carry on and. execute the: 
work to be erected there, and it appears from the memo-. 


i randum now in my possession, made at the time. in Decem- 


ber, 1821, or early in January, 1822, that he estimated 


the 
loose property to be worth $20,000.” ae i 


dn reference to this witness Coryell, he appears 


to be a man of high character and intelligence, and: 
well qualified to make an estimate of such prop: 
erty. It appears that the Secretary of War had 
great confidence in him, and was anxious to give 
him the contract. He went to Mobile Point, and 
examined the work, and estimated the value of .the 
property, at the special instance of ‘the Secretary 
of War. He stands highly recommended by Hon. 
Samuel D. Ingham, a man who afterwards held 
a high official position, as this committee is well 
aware. This was a high indorsement of his char- 
acter, and, in the opinion of the Committee of 
Claims, entitled his testimony to great considera- 
fion, and therefore the committee chose to adopt 
his estimate in preference to the estimate of Chaf- 
fin and Stark, which was a little higher. I believe, 
upon his estimate, that the claimant is entitled to 
be paid $20,000, it clearly appearing that articles, 
estimated at that amount, were taken possession. 
of by the Government, and it also appearing, from 
the items specified, that he has never'been:paid for 
them. The former action of Congress upon this 
subject establishes the right of Russellto be paid 
for this property, taken possession of by the Gov-: 
ernment; and I consider the only question now, to: 
be, as to the amount which he is entitled to be paid 
for the property. cee 

The testimony of a witness by the name of J. 
W. Wing, the agent of Russell, and superintendent 
of his operations, speaks to the fact that these 
are items of property which were taken posses- - 
sion of by the Government, and were not em- 
braced in the report made by Whittlesey, as his 
report shows. : 

move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 

to the House, with a recommendation that. it. do 
pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

THOMAS ©. GREEN. : 

House bill (No. 199) “ for the relief of Thomas 
C. Green.” A 

The bill, which was read, provides that the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office be required 
to issue a patent to Thomas C. Green for the 
southeast quarter section of section thirty-three, 
in township eleven north of range three west, in. 
the military tract of Illinois, and that said patent 
recite the fact that the former one was filled out 
erroneously for the southwest quarter, and has 
been Jost, and therefore a new patent’ has been 
issued to the grantee. Matt 

Mr. HUGHES. ‘There is no report on this 
case, from the fact that the preamble or enacting 
clause of the bill sets forth all the facts that are 
necessary to enable the committee to understand 
the case. An-error was made at the Land Office. 
A patent was issued for a southwestern quarter 
section of land, instead of a southeastern quarter 
section, so that there are two patents issued for 
the same tract of land. This bill is merely to 
authorize the issuance of another patent in lieu of. 
the one erroneously issued. But, sir, I do not 
feel disposed to discuss the bill. 1 presume there 
will be no objection to it, and I therefore move 
that it be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a recommendation that it do pass £ 

The motion was agreed to. 


. VICTOR MORASS. 
Senate bill (No. 76) “authorizing Vietor Morass 
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; quish certain Jands, and ‘to enter. the sa 
“quantity elsewhere.’ ” as : yA 
The bill wásread. tauthorizes Victor Morass 
to enter, Without payment therefor, at any United 
States land office in the State of Michigan, two 
hundred and eighty acres of land, the same to be 
entered in legal: subdivisions, and on any land 
subjéct.to private entry at said offices,.and not 
covered by any preémption. right. "That, before 
the ‘said Victor Morass shall have the benefit of 
thé provisions of the act, He shall file with the 
“Secretary of the Interior, in such formi as shall be 
prescribed by said Secretary, good and sufficient 
deed or deeds of release to the United Rates, exe- 
‘cuted by himself, and all persons having rights 
thereto through or under him, of all the premises 
which were confirmed to said Morass. by * An act 
to confirm certain claims to lands in the Territory 
of Michigan,” approved April 17, 1828. 
“Mr, NICHOLS. F will merely say. that the 
facts are the same in this case asin that last before 
the committee. It is to allow the claimant to lo- 


cate lands in lieu of those to which his title had | 


failed. 1 move thatit be laid aside, to be reported 
to the House, with the recommendation that it do 
ass, © bj 
The motion was agreed to. $ 


JOSHUA KENNEDY. 


Senate bill (No. 73) “ for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Joshua Kennedy, deceased.” 

The bill and report were read. __. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to the legal representatives of Joshua Ken- 
nedy, deceased, out of any moneys not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $6,500, in full compen- 


sation for the destruction .of property by the | 


Creek Indians in the year 1813. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I move that the bill be laid 
‘aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

. The motion was agreed to. 


: JOHN PHAGAN. 

Senate bill (No. 127) “for the relief of John 
Phagan.” . 

The bill provides that there be paid the sum of 
$444 to John Phagan, out of any money in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, in fall pay- 
ment for his services in taking charge of a delega- 
tion of Seminole Indians, and removing them from 
Florida to the country west of the Arkansas. 

Mr, GREEN WOOD. Mr. Chairman, in 1828 
the policy of the Government was to remove all 
the Indians west of the Mississippi river. Cap- 
tain Phagan was then the agent for the Seminoles. 
In the opinion of the Secretary of War, it became 
necessary thata delegation of the Seminoles should 
be induced to make a tour of the country west of 
the Mississippi for examination, with a view of 
making it their future home. The Secretary ad- 
dressed a letter to Governor Daval, of the Terri- 
tory of Florida, in which he said that if Captain 
Phagan, then a citizen of North Carolina, would 
accompany the delegation west, he should receive 
for his. services two dollars a day; but if he de- 
clined, that he would pay any other competent 

erson employed for that service by Governor 

uval three dollars a day and necessary traveling 
expenses. Captain Phagan,on being informed of 
the contents of the Secretary’s letter, consented to 
accompany the Seminole delegation to Arkansas. 
He was gone two hundred and twenty-two days, 
and on his return he presented his account for 
payment. It was refused payment because there 
was no law authorizing the service. This fact 
was ascertained by the Secretary after his order 
had been issued. 


The Senate have passed a bill giving this claim- | 


ant $444, the amount designated by the Secretary 
of War. The payment of this claim has been 
delayed for a number of years. It has passed one 
branch of Congress heretofore, and the Senate 


have now passed a bill giving him the compensa- | 


tion which ought to have been paid twenty years 

ago, but without allowing him interest. Altbough 

I believe interest should have been allowed in this 

case, | am willing to take the bill as it stands, and 

I move that it be laid aside to be reported to the 

House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
The motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM WOODBURY. 


Joint resolution (No. 5) ‘directing the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury to adjust the accounts 


|| 1853. 


df William Woodbury, late pension agent at Port 
land, Maine” : 


“The resotution provides that. 


Secretary. of 


the Treasury shall adjust the accounts of William | 


Woodbury, late pension agent, and credit him 
with the entire amount paid to the heirs of Keziah 
Hartshorne, deceased. o 00a 

The report was then read, from which it appears 
that the petitioner, as. pension agent at Portland, 
Maine, pursuant to the directions of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, dated January 20, 1849, 
placed the name of Keziah Hartshorne, deceased, 
upon the pension roll for revolutionary services; 
and, subsequently, upon the presentation of the 
pension certificate, paid the amount therein speci- 
fied to be due, to the heir of said Keziah Harts- 
horne, deceased. On the settlement of hisaccounts 
at the Treasury, for the first quarter of 1849, the 
amount of two years of the pension included in 
said certificate, viz: from the 4th of March, 1841, 
to the 4th of March, 1843, was disallowed by the 


accounting officers of the Treasury, on the ground |] > 


that there was no law allowing a pension for those 
two years. f 

Mr. FLAGLER. If there is any doubt in the 
minds of the committee as to the equity of this 
case, the letter of the Commissioner of Pensions, 
which recites the facts more in detail, might be 
read. 1 move that the bill be laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House, with a recommendation that 
it pass. : y 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN S. KING. 


House bill (No. 238) “for the relief of John S. 
King, of. Virginia.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place on the pension roll of the United States the 
name of John S. King, and that he cause to be 
paid to him the sum of eight dollars per month 
for and during the term of his natural life; said 
pension to commence from the first of January, 


The report of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was read. 

It appears that the petitioner, John S. King, 
was drafted and mustered into the Service of the 
United States at Knoxville, Tennessee, in Novem- 
ber, 1814; that he served six months in Mobile 
and elsewhere, acting against the British. naval 
forces; that on his return home,and before his 
discharge, he was seized with violent fever, and 
had to remain where he was attacked for some 
time; that the disease settled Mto his limbs, and 
crippled him from that time to the present, and 
that he is now totally disabled. 

Mr. WALSH. I move to strike out the word 
“natural” in the bill, as being superfluous and 
ridiculous, 

Mr. COBB. . Tell us what effect your amend- 
ment will have. 


Mr. WALSH. I want to have him paid his 


pension during his life; I do not care whether it | 


is natural or unnatural. [Laughter.] 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do 
pass. 


HIRAM MOORE AND JOHN HASCALL. 


House bill (No. 239) ‘ for the relief of Hiram 
Moore and John Hascall.” 

Mr. THURSTON. I move that this bill be 
passed by informally. The gentleman who re- 
ported it is not now in his seat. : 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 


concurred in, for thisis abill in which I take some 
interest. 

A Memprr. The reading of the report may be 
satisfactory. 

Mr. BAYLY. The reading of the report will 
not satisfy me. f am against the bill, and, as 
yet, | am not exactly ready to answer the report. 
Í beg, therefore, that the bill may be passed over 
informally. Besides, it is one of these patent 


| cases, requiring the Commissioner of Patents to 


do what the law doesnot now authorize. In such 
a case as this is I ask that the bill be passed over 


till | have had time to investigate the facts of the || 


case. : 
[Cries of “ Certainly !?? ‘* Certainly! ”’] 


The bill was passed over informally. 


I hope the sugges- | 
tion of the gentleman from Rhode Island will be | 


| 


|| amount agreed upon. 
| cisco certified that the contract had been fulfilled; 
| but when the memorialists applied for the money, 


a O EZRA WILLIAMS. 

Senate bill (No. 125) ‘for the relief of Ezra 

Williams.” = i : oe, 
The bill authorizes the Secretary. of the Treas- 


ury, to pay to the claimant, Ezra Williams, the 
sum of $500 in full for his Services, out of office 


hours, in putting an alphabetical index to the nu- 
merical register of warrants in the land bounty 
division of the General Land Office, under the 
direction of*the late Commissioner, Richard M. 
Young. : 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to state to the 
committee that when this bill was called up before 
I made an objection to it; but I am now satisfied 
that the bill ought. to pass, and I withdraw that 
objection. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. I move that 
the bill be laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. ` 

CHARLES COOPER. 
Senate bill (No. 90) “ for the relief of Charles 
Cooper,” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
proper accounting officer of the Treasury: Depart- 
ment: be ‘authorized and directed totpay to 
Charles Cooper. & Co., of Bangor, Maine, $300 


| in full for interest due to them from the United 


States, on a liquidated amount of $30,989 pay- 
able by contract, on the 13th day of August, 1850, 
and then duly required, but withheld until the 12th 
day of October following for want of an appro- 
priation therefor. : 

Mr. WALSH. l object to that bill; it pro- 
poses to pay interest. : 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I will state 
that this bill is precisely similar to one which has 
passed the House this session. Itis not an ordi- 
nary claim for interest. It is for interest upon 
money which was due to these individuals under 
positive contract, 

Mr. NICHOLS. There was a case, according 
to my recollection, precisely likethis, presented in 
the Elouse by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Hittyer,] where a contract had heen made with 
an Army officer, by which a certain amount was 
to be paid., The olaim for interest, however, was 
refused by the House, and the bill passed appro- 
priating precisely the sum named in the contract, 
without any allowance for interest. N 

Mr, PECKHAM. J would inquire of the gen- 
tleman when this claim was presented to the Gov- 
ernment? = 

Mr. WASHBURN. It was presented imme- 
diately after the money was due. 

Mr. EDGERTON, (Mr. Mace temporarily 
occupying thechair.) This case is precisely sim- 
ilar to others which have passed the House. +This 
Government made a contract with the memorialists 
at Boston, under which they were to transport 
a certain amount of lumber to San Francisco. 
These parties fulfilled their contract, and returned 
to Boston, and applied for the payment of the 
The officer at San Fran- 


there was no appropriation out of which it could 
be paid. The appropriation was not made until 
the 30th of September, and the payment was de- 
layed until some time in October. 

This claim is for interest upon this amount from 
the time the account was presented in Boston, 
having been certified to upon the fulfillment of the 
contract, until the time when it was paid, in Octo- 
ber following. The only reason. why the money 
was not paid was, that the general appropriation 
bill was not passed until the 30th of September. 
1 move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. WALSH. I move that the committee do 
now rise. i do not want this bill passed to-day. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
JAMES DUNNING. ‘ 

Senate bill (No. 91) ‘‘for the relief of James 
Dunning.” : f 

The bill directs that there be paid to James Dun- 
ning $255 98, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, in fall, for interest 
due to him from the United States on a liquidated 
amount of $13,472 62, payable by contract op the 


18th day of June, 1850, but withheld until the 12th 


1854; 
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‘of October following for want of an appro 
tion. í 
On motion by Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, 
the bill was laid aside to be reported tothe House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. i 


THOMAS S. J, JOHNSON. 


House bill (No. 240)‘ for the relief of Thomas 
S. J. Johnson, of the Territory of New Mexico.” | 
Mr. MILLER. I understand that some ad- 
ditional facts have been sent in by the Auditor, 
which may make it necessary to refer the case 
back to the Committee of Claims, and | therefore 
move that the bill be now informally laid aside. o 
The motion was agreed to. 


OLIVER LEE. » 

House bill (No. 241) “ for the relief of the ad- 
ministrators of Oliver Lee, deceased,”’ 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to’ Charles H. Lee, administrator, and Eliza 
Lee, administratrix, of the estate of Oliver Lee, 
deceased, late of the city of Buffalo, out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- | 
ated, thesum of $580 32, the amount of a judg- 
ment recovered against Pierre A. Barker, formerly | 
collector of the port of Buffalo Creek, in the cir- 
cuit court of the United States for the northern i 
district of New York. 

The pending amendment was read, as follows: į 
. Insert after the word “ cents ” the fohowing: 

s With interest thereon, to be computed from the 20th of 
August, 1844.7? 3 

Mr. McMULLIN. I should like to know 
why we should pay interest on this claim. Let 
the report be read. | 

The report was read in extenso. It shows that Oli- 
ver Lee was the owner of the schooner Savannah. 
In January, 1838, she was seized by Pierre A. Bar- 

- ker, the collector of the port of Buffalo, by the di- 
rection or advice of General Winfield Scott, who 
was then in military command on the Niagara fron- 
tier, on suspicion of being employed in aiding the | 
‘Canadian patriots contrary to law. Lee sued the 
‘collector before the supreme court of New York. 
In March, 1839, the United States district attor- 
ney for the northern district of New York was | 
directed to defend the suit, by the Secretary of į 
the Treasury, on behalf of the United States. | 
Be procured the renewal of the cause to the cir- | 
cuit court of the United States, under the act of | 


pria- 


Congress; a trial was had before the circuit court || 


of the northern district of New York, in June, | 
1844, the district attorney of the United States | 
appearing and defending the suit, and judgment | 
was recovered, amounting, with the costs, to | 
$580 32. 0% 
Mr. McMULLIN. It seems that it is a very | 
small matter to occupy the time of the committee. 


Judgment was obtained against this collector, || 


He has proved insolvent, and now the Govern- 
ment is called upon to pay this debt. I have no | 
objection to paying it, but I do not think itis fair | 
to come forward and ask interest. I hope the | 
gentleman will withdraw the amendment; for with- | 
out it 1 will vote for the bill. | 
© Mr. COBB. I believe the gentleman who re- | 
ported the bill is not in his seat. | 

Mr. HAVEN. i 
any controversy about it. | 

Mr. COBB. If [ was satisfied that interest had | 
not been computed in the original report, 1 would 
be for. paying it. We have no evidence that the | 
committee took into consideration the length of 
time that the claimant here has been deprived of 
his dues. 

Mr. HAVEN. I have no control over the 
amendment. A gentleman in a district adjoining | 
mine has charge of the matter. The suggestion | 
made by my friend from Alabama, [Mr. Goss,] | 
is incorrect, from the fact that itappears by the | 


report that the coramittee propose to pay the | 
claimant the precise amount of the judgment ac- | 
cording to the docket. À | 
Mr. COBB. Then he ought to have interest. | 
The amendment was not agreed to. | 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


CHARLES A. KELLETT. 
Senate bill (No. 189) “for the relief of Charles 
A. Kellett,” 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to refund to Charles A. Kellett, or his legal rep- | 
resentatives, such sum as he had paid to the col- 


I think we ought not to have i| 


i marked as a deserter. 


lector of the port of New York; astonnage dues; |) 


on the entry. of the Chinese junk Key-ing, pro- 
vided the same shall not exceed $500. -0 = 25 oa 

The report of the committee was read. 

It appears from the report that the said junk 
was brought to the country, not for purposes of 
commerce, butas an object of curiosity; that the 
expenses far exceeded the receipts of the said 
junk; that the object of Mr. Kellett in bringing 
1t here was to benefit the cause of science, by 
producing to the western world a curiosity from 
the eastern; and, consequently, the committee 
think that the tonnage’ duties collected on her 
entry into the port of New York should be’ re- 
funded. i ` 

Mr. WALLEY. This is the same report as 


made by the Committee on Commerce at a former | 


Congress. The committee were unanimous on 
that occasion. The bill passed the House unani- 


mously, but was lost in the Senate for want of | 


time. This session the same bill that had passed 
the House has passed the Senate. All the facts 
inthe case are contained in the report that has 
been read. There can be no objection to the bill. 
I therefore move that it be laid aside to be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do 
pass. . 

Mr. WALSH. I desire to ask a question of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. It is whether 
this Chinese junk was ever out of the country? 
Whether she was not manufactured here, and 
whether Barnum, the bumbug showman, was not 
the real owner? [A lavgh.] Also, if the public 
authorities of New York had not to interfere to 
rescue the poor Chinamen, or rather the crop 
of mulattoes, palmed off for Chinamen, from the 
oppression of those who owned her? [Laughter.] 

Mr. WALLEY. That is a question which it 
is out of my power to answer. 


. i 
The question was then takenon Mr. Watury’s | 


motion; and it was agreed to. 
JOSEPH MITCHELL. . 

Senate bill (No. 29) “ for the relief of Joseph 
Mitchell.” 

The bill directs the proper officers to examine’ 
the claim of Joseph Mitchell, of Maine, a soldier 
in the late war with Great Britain, to bounty land 
and arrearages of pay and bounty, and to issue a 
warrant for such bounty land, and pay such 
arrearages as would have been due to him if he 
had received an honorable discharge on the expi- 
ration of his term of enlistment at the close of the 
war. 

Mr. HIESTER. The report is short and satis- 
factory. I hope it will be read. Si 

The report from the Committee on Public 
Lands was read. 


Mr. WALSH. I have not the slightest doubt 


that this gentleman is all that he is represented to ; 
Calico Pete was | 


have been before he deserted. 
regarded as an honest man until he committed his 
first hotel robbery; and Robert Schuyler was re- 


garded as one of the most upright and honorable | 


business men in the city of New York before his 


late fraudulent issue of stock. Now, what this || 
man was previous to his desertion has nothing i 


if 


whatever to do with the fact of his desertion. 
this bill is passed, it will be simply paying a trib 
ute to a man who basely deserted the service in 
which he enlisted. F hope it will not pass. 

Mr. HiESTER. When this matteris properly 
explained to the committee, 1 think they will 
have no objection to the bill. It is merely a bili 
to authorize the issue of a bounty land warrantto 
a soldier in the war of 1812, who was unjustly 
The evidence before the 
committee was this: Joseph Mitchell, the claim- 
ant, enlisted as an alternative, either for the con- 
tinuance of the war, or for five years. By an in- 


i| advertence of the recording officer—and this is 


proved by the admission of the officer himself—he 
was marked as having enlisted absolutely for the 
period of five years, which would extend the time 
beyond the close of the war. At the termination 
of the war he left, under the other alternative of 
his enlistment. The books, by this error of the 
officer, exhibited him as having enlisted for five 
years, and he was consequently marked as a de- 
serter. The evidence of these facts is the admis- 
sion of the officer and the testimony of witnesses 
who were present at the time the contract of en- j 
ligtment was made. The evidence was perfectly į 


satisfactory to the committee, and authorized the |} 


pass. : 
` The motion 'was'agreed to. ~~ 


ok that Ww; 


“Mr. MILLSON. Tdo hot. thi we are 
exactly prepared to enter into the investigation, of 


any difficult cases, at this late hour.. The 
case on the Calendaris one which requires 
discussion. It has been discussed much in fi 
years, has been rejected two or three time 
passed once or twice. The House is thin; : 
therefore move that the committee do now rise.’ 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I demand 
tellers. : Ree ec 
Tellers. were ordered; and Messrs. Barckin- 
RIDGE and Coss appointed. | f 
The question was taken; an 
—ayes 57, noes 31. i 
So the motion was agreed to. 


d the tellers reported 


Thecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker: 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. 
EpcEerton] reported that a Committee of the - 
Whole House had had the Private Caleadar gen- 
erally under consideration, and that. he- was di- 
rected to report to the House bills of the following 
m- 


tiles, without amendment, and with a r 

i mendation that they do pass: o poog } 
House bill (No. 189) “ for the relief‘of John S. 

Jones and William H. Russell, surviving partners 

of Brown, Russell & Co;’” : 
House bill (No, 190) “ for the relief of William 

Hankins;’’ 3 : ue 
House bill (No. 196) “ for the relief of Gilbert 

C. Russell; ' : oF 
House bill (No. 199) “ for the relief of Thomas 

C. Greene;”’ ‘ : 
Senate bill (No. 76) ‘authorizing Victor Morass 

to relinquish certain lands and to enter. the sam 

|| quantity elsewhere,” 3 Ta 

| Senate bill (No. 73) “for the relief ‚of the legal . 

representatives of Joshua Kennedy, deceased; 

| Senate bill (No. 127) «for the relief of John 

| Phagan;”’. ees pee 
House joint resolution (No. 5). “directing the. 

‘accounting’ officers of the Treasury tò adjust the 

raccounts of William Woodbury, late pension 

| agent at Portland, Maine,” 7 Be eae 

| House bill (No.. 238) * for the relief of Johi S. 


|| King, of Virginia;” : a 
| Senate bill (No. 125) “for the relief. of Ezra 
|; Williams ‘ f e 


>? ‘ 
Senate bill (No. 90) ‘for the relief of Charles 
Cosper;”” g 
i| Senate bill (No. 91) “for the relief of James 
i Dunning;”? i : 
House bill (No. 240) ¢ for the relief of Thomas 
S. J. Johnson, of the Territory of New Mexico p” 
House bill (No. 241) “ for the relief of the ad- 
ministrators of Oliver Lee, deceased? 0 0] 
| Senate bill (No. 139) << for the relief of Charles 
A. Kellett;” as Nee 
Senate bill (No. 29) “ for the relief of Joseph 
Mitchell;”’ i 
House bill (No. 182) ‘for the relief of Danie. 
| Steenrod,” with amendments; and ` 
House bill (No. 195) “ for the relief of ‘Sarah 
| K. Jenks, and the legal representatives.of Harts- 
L horn R. Thomas, in the matter of the brig Jane,” 
i| with a recommendation that it do not pass. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received ‘from the Senate, by 
Asgury Dicxins, its) Secretary, notifying the. 
House that that body had. passed ‘* An act for the 
| relief of Thomas K. Glenn,’’ and jointresolution 
‘of the House (No. 7) entitled “A joint resolution 
: of the thanks of Congressand the presentation of 
| a medal to Captain Duncan N: Ingraham,” with 
| an-amendment, in- which he was directed to ask 
| the concurrence of -the House. É 

On motion by Mr. WALBRIDGE, it was 
il Ordered, That the petition and papers of James M. 
ii French be taken from the table, and referred to'the Com- 
1; mittee on Invalid Pensions. ae 
‘| Mr. BENSON. An adverse report was made 
i tothe House yesterday in the case of Elijah Frye. 
|| It was afterwards discovered that a portion, of the 


i 


i papers had been referred to one member of the 
i! committee, and the remainder to.another member. 


| Neither made out a case. 


The papers considered 
together, would, I think, make a good case; and I 


Fon 


July 15. 


therefore move that the. report and papers be again 
referred to the committee. ` 7 

“There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. RUFFIN. When I wasabsentthis morn- | 
ing, in attendance on the special committee of in- 
vestigation, application was måde and granted for 
Teaveto withdraw the petition and papers of Mrs. 
Pennington. Thad reported to the Committee of 
Claims, and that committee hàd. directed me to 
report adversely. on the case. 1 now wish to state 
thathad | been in my place, I should have objected 
to the withdrawal of the papers, ; 
. Mr. SHANNON, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, reported back Senate bill (No. 
363) ‘*for the relief of Jonas P. Levy and José 
Maria Jarrero,’’ witha recommendation that it do 


ass; which was referred to a Committee of the | 


hole House, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PERKINS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House that we may proceed to the consid- 
eration of business upon the Speaker’s table, for 
the purpose of referring some bills from the Sen- 
ate, It will not consume more than fifteen or 
twenty minute’s time. 

Mr. WALSH. 1 object. 

Mr. ROWE. I move that the House do now 
adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
thereupon (at three o’clock) adjourned till Mon- 
day, at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpayr, July 15, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sricer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed 
Messrs. Cray and Bensamin the additional mem- 
bers on the Committee on Enrolled Bills, author- 
ized by the order adopted yesterday. ; 


CORRECTION OF A VOTE. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I do not know that the Jour- 
nal can be corrected as [ wish; but l desire to 
state a misapprehension which I entertained about 
‘a question on which I voted yesterday. My col- 
league (Mr. Bensamin] offered an amendment to 
the homestead bill, by which children born in the 
United States were permitted to enjoy certain priv- 

. jleges, and to enter upon one hundred and sixt 
acres of land. As presented by my colleague, it 
was without restriction as to age. I was called 
out of the Senate Chamber, and in my absence he 
modified his amendment by restricting it to per- 
sons above the age of sixteen. If I had known 
the amendment was in that form, I should have 
voted for it. Under a misapprehension, I voted 
in the negative. I wishto make that explanation; 
and, if possible, I should prefer to have my vote 
corrected on the Journal. 

Several Senators. That cannot be done. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I understand that it is not in- 
consistent with the usages of the Senate, when the 
result is not changed by the correction of a vote, 
given in error, to allow it to be corrected. If it 
be so, I ask the privilege of having my vote re- 
corded in the affirmative, instead of the negative, 
on that amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
that will be done by unanimous consent. 

There was no objection. 

PETITIONS, ETC. ‘ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the 
petition of the heirs and legal representatives of 


Captain Thomas Dinsmore, a soldier in the wari 


of 1812, praying to be allowed arrears of pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
“sions. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented a memorial of the 
compositors, proof-readers, and makers-up em- 
ployed in the office of the Congressional Globe, | 
praying to be aliowed the same extra compensa- 
tion as is allowed to the reporters of the proceed- 
ings of the House of Representatives; which was 
referred to the Committee.on Finance. 


NAVAL DEPOT AT BEAUFORT. 
Mr. BADGER submitted the following; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to: 


Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
in compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 26th 


March, 1853, in relation to the establishment of a naval de- 


“which shall be for the use of the Navy:Department, and that 


lie over. 


pot at Beaufort, in. North-Carolina; with the accompanying 
dóčuments and map or chart, be printed, and that- three 
thousand ‘additional copies be furnished, five hundred of 


the map or.chart be engraved and printed under the direc- 
tion of the superintendence of the Coast Survey. hi 
KANSAS AND NEBRASKA BILL. 

Mr. PETTIT. Iam daily in receipt of letters 
requesting that official copies of the act providing 
for the. organization of the Territories of Kansas 
and. Nebraska be printed and circulated. I am 
credibly informed that the copies published in the 
newspapers. here, even though officially published, 
are denied.all over the Union, as being authentic. 
I therefore offer the following resolution, and ask 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to have it 
considered at this time: 

Resolved, That there be ten thousand copies of the Kan- 
sas and Nebraska act, certified by the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate, printed in pamphlet form for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. CHASE. {í prefer that the resolution 
should lie over. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The consider- 
ation of the resolution being objected to, it must 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a letter of the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting a copy of a letter from the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, submitting estimates of 
the amount necessary to carry into effect treaties 
recently negotiated in the cityof Washington with 
the Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, Delawares, 
Towas, and Kickapoos; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Finance. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 7th instant, information in. relation 
to the improvement of the bar at the mouth of the 
St. John’s river, Florida; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SHIELDS asked and obtained the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
the relief of Charles W. Carroll; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


COMMANDER INGRAHAM. 


Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, for the last five 
or six months, there has been lying on the table 
a House jointresolution ‘ of thanks of Congress, 
and the presentation of a medal to Captain Dun- 
can N. Ingraham.” s 

Theobject is to bestow some testimonial on him 
for his gallant conduct in the rescue of Koszta at 
Smyrna. It was reported from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs several months ago; but the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina then wished to add 
some amendments to it, to which I believe there 
is now no objection on the part of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, asin | 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution. 

It proposes to present the thanks of Congress 
to Duncan N., Ingraham, commanding the United 
States sloop-of-war St. Louis, for his judicigus 
ahd gallant conduct on the 2d day of July, 1893, 
in extending the protection of the American Gov- 
ernment to Martin Koszta, by rescuing him from 
forcible and illegal seizure and imprisonment, on 
board the Austrian brig-of-war Hussar; and the 
President is requésted to cause to be made a medal, 
with suitable devices, and presented to Captain 
Ingraham, as a testimonial of the high sense en- 
tertained by Congress of his valor, promptness, 
and judicious conduct on that above memorable 
occasion. 

The President is to cause this resolution to be | 
communicated to Captain Ingraham, in such terms | 
as he may deem best calculated to give effect to 
the objects contemplated. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, the reason j 
why I suggested that I wished to make some 
amendments to this resolution, was not at‘all be- 
cause I was reluctant to do honor to the officer to 
whom the resolution refers, and who I think is 
eminently entitled to be distinguished by a proper į 
vote of Congress on the occasion. But upon look- 
ing into the resolution, I found that by some over- |; 
sight the precedents that had taken place in our |; 
history, had not been attended to. In the first 
place, I remarked that the highest testimony of || 


regard which can be conferred upon an officer of 
the Army or Navy, entirely above even medals 
and swords, is the thanks of Congress. In the 
naval history of this coustry, the thanks of Con- 
gress have been, given to naval officers: but on 
three occasions, and those were to the command- 
ers of squadrons—Perry ‘and McDonough, on 
our lakes, and Commodore Preble for his extra- 
ordinary naval campaign on the Mediterranean. 
Neither Hull, nor Bainbridge, nor. Decatur, nor 
any of those gallant officers who signalized them- 
selves in doing honor to the country in single 
combats, ever received a vote of the thanks of 
Congress. T think, therefore, that, with regard 
to Commander Ingraham, he will have no reason 
to complain if the resolution puts him on a foot- 
ing with Hull, and Bainbridge, and Decatur, and 
Jacob Jones, and other officers of that kind. - 

In the next place, Mr. President, the third sec- 
tion directs that these resolutions shall be com- 
municated to this officer by the President. of the 
United States, in such manner as. he may think 
best calculated to give effect to the purpose of Con- ` 
gress. Now, sir, that has never been done in the 
naval service of the country, either to him who 
commanded a single vessel, or him who com- 
manded asquadron. There are casesin which Con- 
gress have passed expressions of approbation in 
respect to officers who have fallen in the service of 
the country, when they have directed the Presi- 
dent to communicate to the surviving relatives the 
condolence of Congress in the affliction which 
they, as well as the country, had sustained. 

I propose, therefore, to amend the resolution. in 
this way, which will put it precisely on a footing 
with the resolutions which Congress adopted for 
the officers I have named—Hull, Decatur, Jacob 
Jones, Bainbridge, and others. I propose to strike 
out the first section which contains a vote ofthanks, , 
to amend the second section by striking out all of 
that section after the word “President” in line 
three, and to insert the words which I send to the 
Chair; and third, to strike out the third section, 
which directs these resolutions to be communica- 
ted to Commander Ingraham. It will then consist 
of one single resolution, brief, direct, and equiv- 
alent to what was done in the case of the officers 
I have mentioned. After that is done I ‘shall 
have an amendment to offer to the title. If the 
amendments | now propose be adopted, the joint 
resolution will read: . í 

Resolved, §c., That the President of the United States be 
and he is hereby, requested to cause to be made a medal, 
with suitable devices, and presented to Commander Duacan 
N. Ingraham, of the Navy of the United States, as a testi- 
monial of the high sense entertained by Congress of his 
gallant and judicious conduct onthe 2d of July, 1853, in 
extending protection to Martin Koszta by rescuing him 
jrom illegal seizure and imprisonment on board the Austrian 
war brig Hussar, 

The amendments were agreed to, the joint res- 
olution was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in, and or- 
dered to be engrossed. The joint resolution was 


| ordered to a third reading, read a third time, and 


passed; and, on motion by Mr. BADGER, its title 
was amended, so as to read: : 

A joint resolution, directing the presentation of 
a medal to Commander Duncan N. Ingraham. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The bill from the House of Representatives, 
making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1855, was read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. i 


LIGHT-HOUSE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 
making appropriations for light-houses, light-boats, 
buoys, &c., and providing for the erection and 
establishment of the same, and for other purposes, 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

THOMAS K. GLENN. : 

Mr. RUSK. Iam instructed by the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was 
referred the bill for the relief of Thomas K, Glenn, 
to report it back without amendment. | ask the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to consider it 
now. 
I will state the substance of the bill. It is for 
the relief of a mail contractor who bid on two 
short routes. One he bid for at $300, the other at 
$125—~one being.shorterthan the other. Thereis 
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a letter accompanying the bill from the Postmas- 
ter General, which shows beyond doubt that in 
filing up the contracts, Glenn made a mistake 
and put. $125 for the long route, and $300 for the 
shortone. Thatis veryevident. Eleendeavored 
to get a release, and notified the Department be- 
fore he was required to execute the bonds, that he 
had made a mistake; and henow asks that the bid 
shall be corrected. This the Postmaster General 
does not recommend, but he has no objection to 
it. It wasa clear mistake beyond all doubt, and 
he deserves relief. 

_ The Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to direct 
the Postmaster General to cause the account of 
Glenn, for carrying the mail from Raleigh to Rox- 
borough, North Carolina, from July 1, 1851, 
during the time he has been engaged, and to the 
termination of his contract, to be settled and paid 
in sach a manner as to correct an alleged mistake 
made in his proposals, if the Postmaster General 
be satisfied of the existence of the mistake; but 
the difference to be paid, with what he hasalready 
received, is not to exceed the amount of the next 
lowest bid, or $275 per annum for the performance 
of the contract. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business. [am 
satisfied that it will not detain us over five or ten 
minutes. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consid- 
eration of Executive business; and, after some 
time spent therein, the doors were reopened. 


GEORGETOWN GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brienr 
in the chair.) The bill of the Senate to incorpo- 
rate the Georgetown Gas-Light Company has been 
returned from the House with an amendment. If 
there be no objection the Senate will proceed to 
consider the amendment, 

The amendment was to strike out the eleventh 
section of the bill, and insert the following: 

Seo. 11. And he it further enacted, That each of the 
stockholders in the Georgetown Gas-Light Company shall 
be held liable, in his or ber individual capacity, for all the 
debts and liabilities of the said company, however con- 
tracted or incurred, to be recovered by suit, as other debts 
and liabilities, before the court, or tribunal having jurisdic- 
tion of the case. 

Sec. JQ. And be it further enacted, That all the rights 
granted to the Washington Gas Light Company, by au act 
entitled ‘An actto amend an actentitted ‘An act to in- 


eorporate the Washington Gas-Light Company, approved | 


July 8, 1848,’ approved Angust 2, 1353,” to lay gas mains 
or pipes in the city of Georgetown, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


PRIVATE BILL DAY. 

Mr. BADGER submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 24th of January last, 
sething apart every Friday for the residue of the present 
session for the consideration of private bills, be, and the 
same is hereby, rescinded. 

CHILI ASTRONOMICAL EXPEDITION. 

Mr. BROWN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of having printed for the 
use of the Senate, — thousand copies of the observa- 
tions of the United States astronomical expedition to Chili. 

PAPERS RECOMMITTED. 

On the motion of Mr. FOOT, the papers in the 
case of Mrs. Mary A. M. Jones were recommitted 
to the Committee on Pensions, together with ad- 
ditional testimony, which he presented. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 


Mr. STUART obtained the floor. 
Mr. HUNTER, With the consent of my 


friend, 1 wish to submit a motion, that the Senate |! 


go into Executive session again. f will explain 


my reason when we get there. 


lil 


| 


i 


| 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate again 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive bus- 
iness. swt 

After some time the doors were reopened. 


THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. CHASE. There is a bill on the Calendar 
for the relief of Isaac Swain. The Committee on 
Claims have carefully considered it, and have 
allowed him about one third of his claim. In 
their report they are unanimous. I hope, there- 
fore, the Senate will consider it now. 

Mr. ADAMS. The only objection I have to 
that is, that I desire to dispose of the homestead 
bill to-day, so that it may not be in the way of | 
other business next week, and 1 do not think we 
have more time left to-day than is necessary for 
the proper disposition of that byl. 

Mr. STUART. l hope the Senator will with- 
draw his motion, and let us take up the homestead 
bill, and dispose ot it to-day. 

Mr. CHASE. kt will not take two minutes to 
dispose of this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question, ! 
and no quorum voted. 

Mr. STUART. i desire to make a suggestion. 
I wish to come to an understanding, if I can, with 
the Senate, and I should feel obliged if Senators 
would give me their attention for a few minutes, 
I think t am authorized to say that there will be 
no difficulty in agreeing upon an adjustment of the 
homestead question which will be satisfactory toa 
very large majority, and | hope to all,,of the Sen- 
ate. Itis, therefore, then, a question as to time. 
if the Senate prefer that we shall take up the sub- į 
ject to-day, or on Monday, at half past eleven 
o’clock, with the general understanding that on 
that day we shall dispose of the question, I shall 
be very glad to do so, and now either allow any 
other business, of a private or a public character | 
to be disposed of at this time, or adjourn, 

Mr. PRATT. I hope the Senator will give 
those who are uninitiated the grounds of the pro- 
posen arrangement which will be satisfactory to 
all. 

Mr.STUART. I would say thatit is substan- 
tially a homestead provision, with the provisions į 
of the bill of the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. 
Honrer.] [think thata very large majority of the 
Senate, and, as l said, I hope everybody willagree 
upon these provisionsin substance. In the details 
we may differ; but I hope we shall have no real dif- 
ference in principle. lt is substantially the provi- 
sion of the homestead bill, with the graduation 
principles of the bill of the Senator from Vir- 

inia. 
3 Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not so understand 
the provisions of the bill of the Senator from Vir- | 
ginia. If it i$ the homestead bill over again, Lam | 
against it for one. 

Mr. SKUART. Well, sir, I did not know |! 
that everybody would be for it. IL said that I| 
hoped, and I might say | believed, a majority of | 
the Senate were tor it. But what I wish to settle | 
now is, simply the question of time—whether it is : 
the sense of the Senate to proceed with the sub- j 
ject to-day, or have a general understanding to | 
proceed with it to a vote on Monday. j 

Mr. BADGER. I think, with one modifica- | 
tion, we may agree to the suggestion of the Sen- | 
ator. I think that his suggestion to take up the: 
subject on Monday, and proceed with it till dis-| 
posed of, is fair and reasonable; but discussion £ 
may arise which may make it inconvenient and į 
unreasonable to take the vote on that day. The | 

t 
4 


i 


unJerstanding may be that we shall take it up, | 
and, if it is not disposed of on Monday, proceed | 
with it on Tuesday. 

Mr. STUART. Ofcourse, I intended my sug- | 
gestion to be with the qualification that we shall | 
have a vote as soon as possible. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to 
say a word? It is right that I should recall to 
mind the fact, that I gave notice on a former day, 
during the present week, that I should ask for an | 


Executive session on Monday, for the reason that | 
we have Executive business of importance-te act į 


upon, - I reserve to myself a right-fo-make: that 
MOAN 0 aw: eae ee ; 

Mr. STUART. The Senator will allow 
say that all our public:deliberatións are subjet 
the necessities of Executive sessions. Wath the 
understanding that we. shall take up. the subject-on 
Monday, I shall defer calling it-up.to-dayi =, gani 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to saya word tő the 
Senator from Michigan before he takes -his.seati(: 

The PRESIDING OFFCER.  Thes mation 
made by the Senator from Ohio is still. pending 
No quorum. voted upon that motion. « ‘If: there be 
a quorum now present, the vote will. be taken:on 
that proposition. ned 3 

Mr. CHASE. As there seems.to bean indis- 
position to take up this bill to-day, and forthe 
purpose of accommodating myself te thevevident — 
wishes of the Senate, and further, forthe purposé 
of allowing the Senator from Michigan to come to 
some understanding as to what is to.be-done.with 
the homestead bill, and hoping thatthe Senate will 
indulge mein the consideration of thisvery worthy 
man’s case on Monday, I withdraw my. ‘motion. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator from Mississippi 
wished to make a suggestion to. me. I shall be 
glad to hear him. 

Mr. BROWN. I wish to ascertain, if 1 can, 
what we are about to agree upon; whether we are 
coming to an understanding that we are to. take 
the bill introduced by the Senator from Virginia, 
which the Senator proposes to offer as a substi- 
tute for the present homestead bill, or whether we 


| are to take the homestead bill with the simple alter- 


ation of the graduation clause in it? : 

Task the question, because, if itbe expected ofmé 
that Iam to take the bill as introduced by thë 
Senator from Virginia as" an entirety, E wish to 
say to the Senator and others, that 1 shall have to’ 
consider that bill much more favorably than-I havé 
done thus far, before it can get my vote.. | have 
very decided objections to it, and. I donot wantto 
come to any understanding that we are to take its 

Mr. STUART. All | mean to be understood 
as saying is, that it is substantially the provisions. 
of the homestead bill, modified in its details to 
some extent to meet the wishes of the Senate, with 
the principle of the graduation bill of the Senator 
from Virginia, This is the substantial provision 
which we propose to try and agree upon. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, [should like 
te know what this agreement is, and who are the 
parties toit? The Senator from. Michigan has 


j announced to us that somebody or other ‘has: set- 


ted the business for us; that. wears to take the 
homestead bill mixed ‘in hotch-potch with the bill 
of the Senator from Virginia. pan Pata 

I should like to know who settled. that, ‘and 
upon what authority the Senator undertakes. to 
say that there is a large majority, or any majority. 
of the Senate, in favor of any of the provisions of 
the homestead bill? I remain in utter ignorance 
of it, and all around me that I can find, are in the 
same condition. ee ae ; 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President ani 

The PRESIDING OFFICER... There..is no 
question now pending, therefore this discussion is 
all out of order. : 

Mr. BROWN. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Michigan to move to take up the humestead 
bill, and that will give him the opportunity to reply 
to the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. STUART. In order to reply to the Sen- 
ator from Delaware, I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the special order, the 
homestead biil. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I now wish to say to the Sen- 
ator from Delaware what | supposed I had said 
very distinctly before. I do not mean toray that 
there is an arrangement entered into by anybody 
upon this question, that is reduced to a certainty. 
I only meant to state that, from, a very general 
conversation with Senators, I believed a very large 
majority in the Senate could agree upon the sub- 
stantial provisions to which [ alludéd. 

Mr. CLAYTON. “What are they? 

Mr. STUART. -The homestead bill, probably 


` be received at the end of that time; with a qualifi- 
cation of persons, something in this “wise: that if |: 


- Ina State, they must be such as are, or shall be, | 
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with a price added to the land—a bill containing 
the possessory. clause of five years, the patent. to 


ersons take lands under the homestead provision 


by thelaws of the State, entitled:to hold-land in 
it; and-in respect.to the Territories such persons 
as are eniitled now, by existing laws, to preémp- 
tions... * 


. Mr. CLAYTON. What price to be paid for |; 


the land ? 

Mr. STUART. A graduaied price, such as is 
indicated in thebill of the Senator from Virginia: 
one dollar an acre for lands which have been in 
the market five years or more, seventy-five cents 
for those which have been in the market ten years 
or more, fifty cents for those that have been in 
market for fifteen years and more, and twenty- | 
five cents for those that have been in market | 

| 


stead bill? 
Mr. STUART. That is a graduation bill. I 
have now stated all that I meant. 

Mr. DIXON, 1 believe there will be no agree- 
ment made here this evening on this question, and | 
therefore I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and 
The Senate adjourned. 


aa t 


~ eee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mowpay, July 17, 1854. 


The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. || 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the motion made by the gentleman from lowa, 
{Mr. Huxw,] on last Monday, to suspend the | 
rules, for the purpose of reporting from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands Senate bill No. 11, making 
a grant of jand to the State of lowa in alternate | 
gections, to aid. in the construction of certain rail- 
roads in said State. | 

OTHO HINTON. j 

Mr. CORWIN. lask the unanimous consent | 
of the House to offer the following resolution, for | 
the purpose of reference to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to release the bond or recognizance given 
for the appearance of Otho Hinton, now in suit Tn the cir- 
cuit court of the United States for the district of Ohio, and 
to dismiss said suit, on payment of all tbe costs by the de- 
fendant, and upon such further condition, if any, as under 
the circumstances he may deem equitable. 


Mr. WALSH. 1 object. 
Mr. CORWIN. 1 move to suspend the rules in 
order that] may introduce it. 


TheSPEAKER. There isa motion now pend- | The SPEAKER, 
ing to suspend the rules, and it can only be done | 


: tings, Haven, Hill, Hillyer, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr,» 
| Kittredge, Kurtz, Letcher, Lilly, MeCulloch, McNair, Me- | 
‘| Queen, Mace, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, ; 
! Parker, Bishop Perkins, Ready, David Ritchie, Ruftin, | 


Lof- the. House notify the Chair that they. will ob- 
ject to. everything out of order. The question now 
pending is upon the motion made by the gentle- 
! man from Iowa, [Mr. Hunw,] to susperd the 
| rules for the purpose of reporting back Senate bill 
| * making a grant of land to the State of Iowa, in 
alternate sections, to aid in the construction of cer- 
tain railroads in that State.” 

Mr..PERKINS. Upon that question I call for 
| the yeas and nays, i 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
| 70, nays 70; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Banks, Bennett, Benton, 
| Breckinridge, Bugg, Carpenter, Chandler, Chastain, Clark, 
Clingman, Cobh, Cook, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, 
Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Dowdell, Eastman, Edmands, Ev- 


‘| erhart, Farley, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Reun, 


Houston, Hughes, Hunt, Knox, Lamb, Lindley, Macdonatd, 
MeMullin, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Maxwell, Mayall, 
| Middleswarth, John G. Miler, Noble, Norton, Andrew 
| Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peckham, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, 
| Pringle, Reese, Sabin, Seward, William R. Smith, George 


| 
| drick B. Wright—70. 
| 
| 


Campbell, Chamberlain, Churchwell, Corwin, Cox, Craige, 


|: Crocker, Curtis, Cutting, Disney, Eddy, Edgerton, Thomas 


iD, Bliot, Ellison, Fenton, Franklin, Giddings, Green, 
Grow, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Tas- 


| Russell, Sapp, Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, William 

Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, John 

J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Trout, Vansant, Wade, Wal- 

| ley, Walsh, Wells, and Zollicofier—70. 

So two thirds not voting in favor thereof, the 
rules were not suspeaded, 


EFFICIENCY OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to permit me to report from the 


| upon their passage, the two following bills of the 
Senate: 

S. No. 119. An act to regulate the pay and in- 
|! orease the efficiency of the Army of the United 
States, and for other purposes; and 

S. No. 120. An act to promote the efficiency of 
the Army by retiring disabled officers. 
| Myr, LETCHER. I desire to ask my colleague 
whether his purpose is to have these bills put upon 
their passage now? 

Mr. FAULKNER, That is my object. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I object. 

Mr. FAULKNER. ‘Then I move to suspend 
| the rules for the purpose. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. 
I| have the bill read for information. 
i know what its provisions are. 

The titles of the bills have 
One of 


been read. That is the usual course. 


by unanimous consent. li them is very long. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, it was i 


Ordered, That be have leave to withdraw from the files 
of the House the petition and papers of William Wheatley, 
in order that they may be returned to him. | 


THE LOPEZ EXPEDITION. i| D * 
! these bills proposes to increase the number of re- jj 


Mr. ROGERS. IL ask the unanimous consent 


f the House to introduce the following resolu- |; 
ton: 2 |i crease the pay of the rank and file, as well as of | 
` |i the officers; and the other is to establish a retired f 
requested, if not inconsistent with the public interests, to |, list in the Army; both of which measures are 


|i deemed essential to the efficiency and good organ- |; 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 


“communicate, at his earliest convenience, to this House, 
the correspondence between this Goverument and our Min- | 
ister at the Spanish court, in relation to the Lopez expe- f 


dition, and the persons engaged therein. 


Mr. WALSH. I object. 
Mr. LILLY. [ask the unanimous consent of 


the House to discharge the Committee of the! 


‘Whole House from the consideration of a private | 
bill, that it may be put upon its passage. 

Mr. EASTMAN. [I object. 

Mr. ELLISON. I desire to ask the unanimou 
consent of the House to introduce a bill, of which ; 
previous notice has been given, solely for the pur- | 

ose of reference. 

Mr. WHEELER. I demand the regular order | 
of business. 

Mr. McNATR. 


I ask the unanimous consent | 


I 


pose of reference. 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. i 
TheSPEAKER. Gentlemen upon both sides | 


| Mr. PERKINS. What I want to know is, 
; whether it is the number of troops that is to bè 
increased, or the pay of the soldiers. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I would remark, in reply 
to the gentleman from New York, that neither of 


giments. The object of one of them is to in- 


ization of the Army. 

Mr. COBB. i wish to have the bill read. I 
|; May want to vote for it. 
|; The SPEAKER. 
|! bill read ona motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. COBB. Well, | may want to vote for it 
and how can Í do so intelligibly until I have heard 
it read? 

The SPEAKER. The usual course is to an 
nounce the character of the bill by its title, and 
| move to suspend the rules. 


does not always cover everything. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think 
that as a matter of right the gentleman from Ala- 


of the House to introduce a resolution for the pur- | bama can insist on the reading of the bill. 


` Mr. COBB. Then I suppose I bave a right to 
| read the bill myself while the vote is being taken. 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
i motion to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 


Committee on Military Affairs, with a view to put | 


Can we not: 
I want to ' 


It is not usual to havea! 


Mr. COBB. As I said the other day, the title | 


| introducing and putting upon their passage the 
| two bills, ne 

| Mr. COBB. _ Is it usual to take a vote upon the 
ij introduction of two bills at once? 

| The SPEAKER, -Itis not common to do so. 
Mr. PERKINS, of New York. I call, then, 
for a division of the question. 

The SPEAKER. That is not inorder. It is 
in the power of this body to suspend its own rules 
for any purpose it chooses; and the motion of the 
|| gentleman from Virginia is designed to enable him 
to introduce and act upon the two bills. 
| Mr. JONES, of New York. 1 would inquire 
iif it is competent to introduce two bills at. once? 
j The SPEAKER. That is not proposed to be 
| done. 
| Mr, JONES. I supposed it was. 
| 
1 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will remem- 
ber that it is competent for the House to suspend 
i the rules, or otherwise to make two bills, or a 
i number of bills, the special order for a week, or 
for two days, as was done in the case of the ter- 
ritorial bills. The Chair has no doubt about the 
: rule upon the subject, and itis in order to move 
‘| to suspend the rules for the purpose indicated by 
the gentleman from Virginia. : 
Mr. FAULKNER. I demand the yeas and 
i! nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
90, nays 64; as follows: . 


YEAS—Meesrs. Abercrombie, David J. Bailey, Thomas 

H. Bayly, Banks, Belcher, Breckinridge, Bugg, Carpenter, 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Col- 
quitt, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dick, Disney, Dow- 
dell, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, Eftison, Farley, Faulk- 
ner, Fenton, Florence, Franklin, Green, Greenwood, 
Sampson W. Harris, Henn, Hillyer, Hughes, Roland Jones, 
Keit, Kerr, Lamb, Lindley, Lindsley, McDougall, Me- 
Nair, Matteson, Maxwell, May, Middleswarth, Morrison, 
Nichols, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peckham, 
Rishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Preston, 
Puryear, Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, 
Robbins, Russell, Sabin, Shaw, Shower, William R. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, John J. Tayler, John L. 
Tayler, Thurston, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Walley, Walsh, 
Israe] Washburn, Wells, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, 
|| Witte, Daniel B. Wright, aud Hendrick B. Wright-—90. 
‘| NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Benton, Boyce, Campbell. Cobb, 
i| Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Thomas Davis, Dent, Dickin-on, 
I| Bastman, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, English, Flagler, 
|| Giddings, Goode, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Bastings, 
H Hill, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, 
|| Letcher, McCulloch, Macdonald, MeMullin, McQueen, 
|| Mace, Macy, Maurice, Mayall, Millson, Morgan, Murray, 
Norton, Parker, Phetps, Pringle, Ready, Rogers, Rowe, 
Rufin, Sapp, Simmons, Skelton, William Smith, Stratton, 
Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Upham, Wade, 
Walbridge, ENihu B. Washburne, John Weutworth, 
Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicofier—64, 


|| So two thirds not voting in favor thereof, the 
rules were not suspended. 


DUNKIRK A PORT OF ENTRY, ETC. 


Mr. FENTON. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report from the Committee on 
| Commerce a bill creating a new collection district 
in the State of New York, to be called the district 
' of Dunkirk, and to constitute Dunkirk a port of 
|l entry. My object is to put the bill upon its pas- 
gage. 


| 

| sag E : 

| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 
| 


Mr. FENTON, {move to suspend the rules, 
j to enable me to report it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
and nays upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then put upon Mr. Fenron’s 
motion; and there were, upon a division-—ayes 
114, boes not counted. 

So the motion was agreed to; two thirds voting 
in favor thereof. ; 

An amendment in the nature of a substitute 
i was reported by the Committee on Commerce, . 
making the counties of Cattaraugus and Cha- 
tauque, and the harbors, rivers, and waters on the 
southern shore of Lake Erie, in the State of New 
York, west of, and including Cattaraugus Creek, 
and the shores on each side of said creek, and 
west along the shore and territory bordering Lake 
Erie aforesaid, to the Pennsylvania State line, and 
ithe islands in the said lake contiguous thereto, 
| heretofore embraced in the district of Buffalo 
| Creek, a collection district, to be called the dis- 
į trict of Dankirk., It also makes the port of Dun- 
H 
i 
| 


‘I demand the yeas 


H 
| 
‘| kirk a port of entry for said district, and the ports 
| 
i 
! 


of Barcelona, Silver Creek, and Cattaraugus Creek, 
| ports of delivery. , 
| The second section provides for the appointment 


` 
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ofa collector for the said district, to reside at Dun- 
kirk during his continuance in office, together with 
such subordinate officers of the customs as are 
provided by law, their compensation to be fixed by 


the Secretary of the Treasury,-not to exceed. 


$1,000 per annum. Provided, that in case no classi- 
fication of collectors of customs shall be made, 
the compensation of the said collector shall be 
$500 per annum, together with such fees and 
emoluments as are authorized by law. 

The third section makes provision for the ap- 
pointment and compensation of deputy collectors. 

Mr. FENTON. I move the previous question 
upon the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know whether 
this is reported by a committee? 

Mr. FENTON. It is recommended by the 
Coramittee on Commerce. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I should like the report 
read. 

Mr. FENTON. There is no written report in 


the case; but if the committee desire it, I will | 


make a short statement. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman cannot make 
his statement while the demand for the previous 
question is pending. 

Mr. FENTON. [ withdraw the demand for 
the previous question, for the purpose of saying a 
word. The bill reported has the unanimous con- 
currence of the Committee on Commerce; it has 
the approval and recommendation of the Secretary 


of the Treasury, and is not, I understand, objec- į 


tionable to the honorable Representative from the 
Buffalo district, from which this is taken. 


There can be no doubt of the propriety, import- 


ance, and even necessity, of the creation of this 
district, &c., in conformity to this bill. 

Its important commercial relations, accelerated 
by the termination of the New York and Erie 
railroad at Dunkirk, its increased and increasing 


navigation interests, and its proximity to the | 


Welland canal, sharing largely, it must be pre- 
sumed, in the foreign commerce from that source, 
and now greatly enhanced by the negotiation of 
the reciprocity treaty: from these considerations 
I may urge, without impropriety, your speedy 


action in this case, and will be excused for asking | 


your favorable consideration at this moment. 
] move the previous question. 
The previous i 
main question ordered to be put. 


The amendment reported by the Committee on | 


Commerce was adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. FENTON moved the following amend- 
ment to the title, and it was agreed to: 

Add these words: 

And the ports of Barcelona, Silver Creek, and Cattarau- 
gus Creek, ports of delivery. 

Mr. FENTON. lUmove to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and that that motion 
be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NATIONAL ARMORIES. 

Mr. DICKINSON. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to submit the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the consideration of the change in the supertutendency 
of the national armories be authorized to visit Springfield, 
in Mas 
the ree 


s of Congress, for the purpose of making such 


further examination into the subject-matter of their in- | 


quiries, as may enable them to furnish Congress with the 
fullest possible information before their final action in the 
premises. ”? 


Mr. WALSH. Iobject. We have had a se- 
lect committee on mail steamship contracts in ses- 
sion for five months, without examining a single 


witness, and which now comes in with a white- || 


washed report. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move that the rules of 
the House be suspended for the purpose I have 
indicated; and on that motion demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered;and Messrs. CuurcHWELL 
and Kerr were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the rules were not 
suspended; the tellers having reported—ayes 38, 
noes not counted. 

LOUISIANA LAND BILL. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Senate bill No. 8, 

entitled “ An act making grant of landsto the State 


uestion was seconded, and the | 


echusetts, and Harper’s Ferry, in Virginia, during j: 


| Appendix. 


| 


of Louisiana, to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road in said State,” was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, but that committee has 
not yet had an opportunity to report it back to the 
House. I now move that that committee be dis- 
charged from its further consideration. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. JONES. `I move a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose I have indicated, and upon that 
motion Í demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and 
were not suspended. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION RILL 


Mr. HOUSTON. 1 move that the ‘rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the statezof the 
Union; and upon that motion I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 93, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, David J. Bailey, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Belcher, Bliss, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Bugg, Carpenter, Chandier, Chastain, Clinginin, Cobb, 
Colquitt, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Dent, Dowdell, Eddy, Edg- 


5 
the rules 
k 


į erton, Edmands, Edmundson, Blhison, Everhart, Farley, 
| Faulkner, Flagler, Franklin, Goode, Green, Greenwood, 
Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, | 


Hill, Hiilyer, Houston, Hughes, Daniel T. Jones, Roland 
Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lind- 
ley, Lindsley, Macdonald, MeMulliv, McQueen, Mace, 
Maurice, Maxwell, Mayall, Middleswarth, Join G. Miller, 
Millson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, Andrew Oliver, 
Orr, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Reese, 
David Ritchie, Rutin, Rassell, Seward. Simmons, Wil 
liam Smith, William B. Smith, George W. Smyth, Sollers, 


| Richard H. Santon, Stratton, John J. Taylor, John Ly 


Taylor, ‘Phurston, Trout, Walley, Walsh, Wells, Daniel 
B. Wrightand Qendrick B. Wright—93. 

NAYS — Messrs. Ball, Benson, Benton, Churchwell, 
Cook, Corwin, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dick, 
Dickinson, Disney, Bastman, Thomas D. Eliot, English, 
Florence, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Henn, Huat, Johnsen, 
Kerr, Knox, Latham, Lilly, MeCallech, McDougall, Me- 
Nair, Macy, Morgan, Nobie, Norton, Parker, Peckham, 
Pennington, Puryear, Ready, Rogers, Rowe, Sabin, Sapp, 
Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
lor, Upham, Vail, Wade, Walbridge, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Jobn Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheel- 
er, Witte, Yates, and Zojlicoffer—62. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Wricur, of Pennsylvania, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of House 
bill (No. 95) ** making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Army for the year ending the 30th 
June, 1855 ” 

The pending question being on an amendment 
offered by Mr. Sranron, of Kentucky, to insert 
after the words ‘* for the manufacture of arms at 
the national armories, $250,000,” the following: 

Provided, That so much of all laws heretofore passed, 


which authorize the appointment of military officers to || 


superintend operations at the national armories, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed, and from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, it shall be the duty of the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to appoint a competent and well qualified civilian 
as superintendent at each of said armories. 


Mr. KESTT, who was entitled to the floor, 
yieided it to 


Mr. VANSANT, who addressed the commit- | 


tee for an hour in opposition to the military su- 
perintendence of national armories, and in favor 
of Mr. Sranron’s amendment. His remarks are 
withheld for revision, and will be published in the 


Mr. KEITT then took the floor and addressed 


| the committee in reply to Messrs. STANTON and 


Vansant, and in favor of the military superin- 
tendence. {See Appendix for his speech.] 

Mr. BANKS obtained the floor, but yielded it 
to 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. Mr. Chairman, 
I beg leave to offer a very few remarks on this 
question. Jt strikes me that in our Government 
our great aim should be in all cases to keep the 
military and civil power as distinct as possible. 
They are antagonistic, however much we may 
attempt to disguise the fact. 
despotic and doeseverything by authority of com- 
mand, and without reason. Civil power distrib- 
utes itself; it leaves to every man his right to 
judge, and think, and speak, and act. And for 
this they shonld be kept as distinct and as separate 
as may be. And in the case before us, it seems 
to me that the change from the civil to the exist- 


Military power is | 


ing military superintendency. was a. wrong. done 
to the entire mechanical interest. of the country— 
a wrong perpetrated on its integrity and capacity, 
and should not be made without the most careful, 
deliberate,and thorough investigation, The change 
appears to have been made at the suggestion of 
military men who hadan interest, and who accor- 
plished it through the agency of the. Secretary 
of War, without ever proceeding: to an investiga- 
tion of the matter; and without ever.making-any . 
charges which would sustain them in making sugh 
change. That was the way the work was.accom- 
plished.. This House refused several times: after 
; the matter was brought before them, to concur.in 
the change, and it was only by the artful manage- 
ment of the gentlemen who annexed an amend- 
ment to the army bill, that it was finally accom- 
; plished.: It never had the hearty concurrence-of 
| this House to carry it into effect, if I understand 
| the matter. For that reason, it seems to me that 
i we ought to consider this subject fully now pand 
i see if there was any good reason for making a 
change of thiskind, which will prove so degrading 
to the great mechanical interests of the country. 
Mr. McNAIR.. I rise to a question of order. 
Í ask the Chair whether the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Banks] has a right to. yield the 
floor to the gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr: 
Davis] to make a speech. : 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts yielded the floor entirely to the gentle- 
;man frem Rhode Island, and has puthimself upon 
| an equality with other gentlemen, 
; Mr. DAVIS, (resuming.) The great interest 
of this country, next to the agricultural interest, 
is the mechanical interest. Before that interest 
: the military interest of this country is as‘nothing. 
The one is only partial, and to be used at specific 
times, as little as possible ; for we should aim to 
prevent, as far as we can, the need of military 
_ power. They furnish the means, give the very 
lability to carry into effect the military power of 
| the country, and, consequently, it should be made 
subservient to the civil power in all cases, except 
i when it is called into the field in actual service. 
| The agricultural and mechanical power is erea- 
itive, while the military is destructive; and in that 
li sense one is antagonistic and inferior to the other, 
nasmuch as it is nobler to create than to destroy. 
But to come to the details of this matter. Ft is 
said that these shops produce arms under the mil- 
‘itary rule cheaper than under the civiti rule, If I 
| read the report of the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Sranron] aright, this is not the fact. If-it 
was so, any gentleman acquainted with the pro~ 
| gress of mechanical arts for the last ten years, 
i would have no difficulty in making out a case 
| that they ought to manufacture them cheaper. 
: The progress in the mechanical arts for the last 
i ten or twelve years, during the military rule, has 
‘been wonderful in its results. There is ten-fold 
i more produced by the same amount in some kinds 
| of mechanical labor than there was ten or fifteen 
| years ago, and these armories ought to produce 
| arms cheaper now. But it does not appear that 
| 
| 


l 
i 
l 


i 
i 


si 
i 
i 


i they have produced them cheaper, or as cheap, 
las when the armories were under the civil rule, 
i You may rely upon it, that military rulers are in- 
; capable of going into, or the understanding, details 
| of mechanics. 
| No man can doubt that who is acquainted with 
i mechanics, and acquainted with the way in which 
‘these military matters are carried on. Military 
men never have to count the cost. They are 
_simply employed as agents to do a certain thing, 
i while a civilian or mechanic has to begin at the 
f beginning, and,seé whether he can makeboth ends 
: meet, One is generally the agent of the Govern- 
‘ment, and the other, before he becomes the agent 
: of the Government, has had to go step by step.in 
! his own career, and ascertain what hecan do with 
‘a limited amount of money, and what results he 
‘can accomplish. In this you will always find the 
unfitness of military men for accomplishing any- 
thing economically. Itisin the very nature of their 
education that it should be so; and it is inthe 
nature of the education of men brought up to 
business that they should connect means and 
ends together, and in this respect it seems to me 
that there is an entire unfitness in appointing 
military men to superintend civil business. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Kerr] has read us a report in justification of the 
removal of the civil superintendents, which was 


nade immediately after the removals. were. made. 


These charged were made against the: .superin- | 


tendent of these works, and:that report. was got 
„up to justify the removal. » But they shoald: kave 
heen made beforehand, if there was anything i 
‘the facts to justify that act. {do not doubt that, 
Nike every otter ‘institution of this Government, 
that.that one has’ been made to.some extent, a 
political engine. It has been: regulated by’ the 
Government. lt is, | regvet.to say,a part of the 
-aystem that every man who-has a place from this 
Government shall be, to some extent, a political 
man.: Butt do not understand that mere military 
rule relieves us from that. f do not understand 
that a President, or any other executive officer, 
cannot. as well direct. politically through military 
men as through civilians. And so far as that 
charge is concerned, it may well be said to fall to 
the ground. ; y 
‘Bat the main objection, the deep objection, in my 
own mind, to the military system, is this: that the 
role. of military men is incompatible with the free- 
dom which belongs to the civilian. And it is an 
insult to place over the mechanics of this country 
a mere military man, [should feel i: an indig- 
nity, were | a workman in that shop, to havea 
military man come to me in the spirit in which 
military rule must always be carried on, and tell 
me to do this and to do that. The civilian or 


mechanic is the entire and perfect equal of the | 


military man, and often his superior in useful cul- 
tivation, 

Mr. KEITT. May I ask the gentleman from 
Rhode Island one question? 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr KEITT. J ask the gentleman whether he 


would feel degraded, if he were a military man, to | 


be placed under an officer? 

Mr. DAVIS. I can speak for myself. I never 
should be a military man if f conid avoid it. Ido 
not, for myself, believe in the military rule. I leave 
those who choose that kind of rule there to exercise 
jt, without any kind of reason, or to submit to its 
exercise by superiors in rank, But should feel 
degraded as a civilian, and Ido feel the degrada- 
tion of a portion of the constituency which I re- 
present, if, in the progress of the business of other 
workshops of the nation, there should be military 
men appointed to rule over them. | think civil- 
jans better qualified to engage in all the business 
connected with workshops than any military man 
can be, unless he begins at the beginning. 

Mr, KEITT. I would ask another question 
of the gentleman from Rhode island, if he will 
permit me. 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr. KRITT. The question l ask is, whether 
the rules of the national armories are not precisely 
the same under the two systems; and whether, 
under the military superintendence, the mechanics 
are not snbjected to the same body of rules as 
they were under the civil superintendence? 

Mr. DAVIS. I say they have changed even 
that matter. The officers were changed as soon 
as the military men were placed there. 

Mr. KELTT.. I was speaking of the system 
of rules. 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘Thesystem of rules were changed. 
As soon as the military officers got possession of 
those shops, there was a change made, and men 
were placed directly under the rules of military 
superintendents, instead of men who were an- 
swerable to the President for the exercise of their 

ower, 


Mr. KEITT. The rnles were in force in one | 


case, and they were not in the other. 


Mr. DAVIS. Isay the result of this whole mat- | 


ter tiesin this: You bad for nearly haifa century 
these establishments curried on by civilians, and 


there is no evidence before this committee that the | 
general result of that superintendence was not as i 


gàtisfactory as that which has taken place for the 
last twelve years; nor that the arms were not 
manufactured as cheaply. And, Fask, why was 
it charged without solid and substantial reaso 
Why was the military ruleintroduced? The Sec- 


nsr 


retary who made the change gave, as one reason, ; 


that be has nothing for those officers to do. pray 


hey should not be placed ever the mechanical In- i 
interests are | 


p 
e those 


terests of the couutry, becaus 
paramount to the mibtary; and, as a civilian, l 
protest against this rale..of military men, except 
in their own exact position and sphere, whatever 
that may be, and I pray it may. be as. limited as 


it 
1 


cin | 


possible, believing, as-I-do, that a great military 
| powerin this Republic:tends towards its destruc- 
| tion, is incompatible with repabliean freedom, and 
republican right tospeak, think, and act for them- 
i selves, 5 aE eeN 
| Isay again, there has been no substantial rea- 
| son given in this report why the change should 
i have been made. I hope. this House will take 
| measures to have these civiliang restored, and the 
| military men left to their own proper sphere. The 
| work was well and economically performed when 
| they had charge of the works, Thearms wereas 
[good as the improvements of those times would 
i admit, and undoubtedly we shall have betier arms 
i twelve years hence than we have now. ony 
i Mr. STANTON, (interrupting.) I wish to say 
l one single word here. The gentleman from South 
| Carolina (Mr. Kert] read from the report of Mr. 
Goggins; of Virginia, in reference to the perfection 
to: which the military commandants had brought 
these arms. > 
Mr. KEITT. The gentleman is mistaken, for 
l read nothing from his report. ` 
Mr. STANTON. {tis quite immaterial from 
what he read. He read something in reference to 
the subject. Now, I wish to show to the com- 
mittee, that as late as 1839, two years before the 
military change was made, the same perfection 
had been attained by the civilians, and the fact is 
reported to this House, under the sanction of the 
committee which had investizated the subject. 
Mr. William C. Johnson, in 1839, from a com- 
mittee to whom was referred the subject of estab- 
lishing a national foundery for cannon, made a 
report, in which he uses this language: 


« The system of machinery is redueed to such perfeetion 
that every part of a musket and rifle is made with such nice 
| precisionand accuracy that every se 
‘a given part or purpose will fit every musket or rifle that is 
| made in each of the public factories. Take any part ofa 
| musket made in the Springfield factory, aud it will be pre 
| cisely, in every particula; , like those pitrisinade at Harper's | 
: Berry, AH tbe parts of two mush may be taken asunder, 
‘though one be made at Harper’s Ferry and the other at 
: Springfield, and thrown into au indiseriminwte mass, and 
| there may betaken frou the beap thus blended, at random, 
i the component parts of a musket, and these put together 5 
| and the musket thas formed will be as pertect as precision 
cau be, altho half the musket be wade atone factory 
i and the other half at theother, The chic ot the ordnance 
i departinent has frequently tried the experiment with suc- 
cess, Hence a wusketor pistol made in the public factories 
of the United States is almost indestructible 5 tor, from the 
fragments of arms ona battle-field, a musket can readily be 
put together as perfect as whew first made.” 

That was a report made by a committee to this 
House, and such is‘ the conclusion to which they 
arrived, . l 

Elere, too, is the testimony of Captain Manadier, 
| one of the Ordnance Corps, and | believe at present 
i the chief of that corps. Ov page 61 will be seen 
i what he says about the comparative quality of 
muskets: 

«Judging from the ins 


ction reports received from the 
| armories, and from the action which the arms have 
i given to those who have ed them, there is no reason to 
| believe that there were ever any arns of bad quality under 
! either system.” 
This is the testimony of an ordnance officer; 
i and how can itbe said, in the face of this testimony, 
that the military superintendents have brought 
; about these improvements, when it is shown that 
i they were brought about in 1839, two years before 
t the military men came into the superiaiendency 
il of these establishments ? 
Mr. DAVIS. The gentleman has touched the 
ii very point I wanted to come at—and it is a very 
|i important one—that the machinery by which this | 
| perfection of manufacture was accom plished was 
Hin use two years before this military system was 
introduced. Now, if you will examine into the 
: facts, you will see that that result was brought 
| about by the civil saperintendency, and netby the 
military system, Now, sir, the questien for us 
to decide is,is there such substanitai reason in 
: favor of the eivil superiatendency as to justify the 
‘change? And how can we better decide that ques- 
‘tion than by relying upon the report of the com- 
‘mission appointed by the President to investl- 
i: gate the subject? 1 have examined the report to 
some extent, and it seems to me their investiga- 
i tion was thorough ann complete; and made, as it 
was, by such men as Chancellor Walworth, Gov- 
ernor Steele, and Mr. Stevenson, of Virginia, it 
| seems to me that you have all the testimony that 


aw or spring made tor | 


you require. ft seems to me that you are just as 
i: weli prepared to act as you would be by repeating 
i ¥ y D 
i 


| that testimony. 


| 
nt 


I say, therefore; that theobject of: this delay is 
hot to obtain new light, butto retain these.mena 
liule longer. in their places; which they have not 
obtained by fair, open, and frank means, but into 
which they have obtruded: thgmselves without 
warrant. 7 : 

Mr. Chairman, T ask that you shall. preserve 
the military and civil. powers of the Government 
separate and distinct. if this belongs to the civil 
department of the Government, let it: go there, 
Give to the civil power what belongs to it, and to 
the military power what belongs to it. . 

Mr. SKELTON. 1 propose to offer a substi- 
tute for the amendment now pending. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman from New 
Jersey will allow me, I will move that the com- 
mittee rise, for the purpose of going into. the 
House, and fixing some time for closing this de- 
bate. 

Mr. SKELTON. I will say to the gentleman 
that { shall occupy but a very few, minutes with 
the remarks [ shall make. Be 

Mr. PECKHAM. I hope the debate will be 
allowed to proceed, ws : 
~ Mr. HOUSTON. [I did not propose to inter- 
fere with the time of the gentleman. from New 
Jersey, but to fix some time. 

Mr.SKELTON. Iwill yield, if the gentleman 
desires it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
mittee do now rise, 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Chairman, in place of 
the provisions in the bill on this subject, which 
read as follows: 

“ Por the manufacture of arms at the national armories, 
$250,000. 

or repairs and improvements and new machinery at 
Harper’s Ferry, $89,200,” 

I move to substitute these words: 

That the manufacture of arms at- Harper’s Ferry and 
Springfield be discontinued, a d that the Seeretary of War 
be authorized to make contracts for the manufacture and 
supply of all arms whieh may be necessary to supply the 
Army and Navy; and that the sum of $200,000 be appro- 
priated for that object. 

I offer thatas an amendment to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Kentucky. > 

Mr. Chairman, 1 bave listened with uninter- 
rupted attention to the remarks which have been 
submitted to the committee, and am now of the 
opinion that both sides have each made out its 
own case, The objection to civil saperintendency 
is, that under it the office of superintendent is a 
sinecure for political hangers-on; that the system 
is subject to great abuse, and is Rable to all party 
fluctuations. On the other hand, the objection to 
military superintendency is, that it is one oftyran- 
ny and oppression, and not calculated for the gov- 
ernment of the mechanics employed by the Gov- 
ernment. We submit with great reluctance, in this 
country, to military dictation. ‘There is no reason 
why a military man should be put to superintend 
either of these armories, other than the one stated 
by the opponents of the proposed change, which 
is, that by so doing the office of superintendent 
is withdrawn from the political arena, and sub- 
jected to party changes, These military superin- 
tendents, it is very evident, know nothing about 
the manufacture of arms, and have to employ 
actual mechanics to superintend the work, 

Now, the amendment which f have offered is 
one which, jn my judgment, ought to be adopted. 
1 deem it sound policy for this Government to 
abstain from engaging in any of the industrial 
pursuits of the country. Tt should not manufac- 
ture any of the articles which can easily be ob- 
tained from the manufactories of the country, At 
the establishment of these institutions there may 
have been, or there was, a necessity for the Gov- 
ernment to manufacture its own arms; but that 
necessity no longer exists. There are manufac- 
tories of armsali over the country. They are to 
be found in all the principal cities, and they man- 
ufacture arms equal to any turned out from the 
national armories. Indeed, sir, I understand that 
the manufacture of arms cost more in the national 
armories than in the private manufactories. From 
e latter they can be furnished cheaper by con- 
iract than fgom the former. We have evidence 
before us, showing that we can obtain arms equal 
in quality, if not superior to those made at the 
national armories by contract; and if that be true, 
besides the fact-of their being purchased-cheaper 


han they are made at.the armories, 1 would ask 


I move, then, that the com- 
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the necessity for the Government, engaging in the 
manufacture any longer? There is as much rea- 
son and necessity for the Government continuing 
its manufacture of arms, as there ts for it to man- 
ufacture clothing and shoes, or to farm and grow 
the necessary provisions for the soldiers. Does 
anybody say that sound policy demands that we 
should engage in the manufacture of clothes and 
shoes for the Army and Navy? Certainly not. 


A proposal of that character would be frowned | 


down by Congress. Then Í claim that there is 
no more necessity for the Government engaging 
in the manufacture of arms than for it to engage 
in the making of clothes and shoes for the Army 
and Navy. 

Í think it time that the Government should be 
divested of all those powers which may be given 
to civilians, Its patronage is growing with a rapid- 
ity that is alarming to every true patriot. 


vested of all power that can be legitimately dis- 
pensed with, and given back to the people, where 
it properly belongs. For these reasons, and many 
others which 1 will not detain the committee by 
repeating, because Í did not rise to make a Bun- 


combe speech, as I was charged with doing when | 


I had the floor on Saturday last, I offer the amend- 
ment to this bill which has been read, because it 


is in accordance with the genius of our institu- | 


tions, and calculated to promote the best interests 
ofthe country. I hope it will be adopted by the 
committee. We wish to get rid of this contest 


about the civil and military superintendence of ; 


the armories. If we do not adopt this amend- 


ment, this contest will still go on, and it will con- | 
If we adopt the | 


tinue to agitate the country. 
principle embraced in my amendment, it will settle 
this question, and it will never again be brought 
into the Halls of Congress. I find that in this 
bill $49,200 are appropriated for improvements 
in machinery. In the calculation of the cost of 
arms we do not calculate the cost of these im- 
provements, or the cost of the beautiful buildings 
which have been built by the Government for the 
accommodation of our military officers. We have 
none of these things included ia the expense of 
arms. As | remarked before, when you come to 
sift this matter, you will find that arms can he 
manufactured cheaper and better outside of these 
armories. 

Mr. BANKS obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I move that the committee 


rise, with a view of offering a resolution in the | 


House to close debate. 

Mr. BANKS. 
the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. [ desire to propose an 
amendment to this bill, which will require a longer 
discussion than can be had under the five-minute 
rule. It is a very important amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlefnan from Cal- 


ifornia cannot move an amendment now, for there | 


is an amendment already pending. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I am opposed to the 
motion that the committee rise for the purpdse of 
limiting the debate, as J desire to be heard upon 
an important amendment. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Let us take the vote on the 
amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. WALSH. 


move to close debate on this bill? 

Mr. HOUSTON, Itis. 

Mr. WALSH. This is an important bill; and 
if that is the object of the gentleman, I will vote 
against the motion to rise. 

“The question was put on Mr. 
motion; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. Chairman 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from į P 
Massachusetts [Mr. Bawxs] yield the floor to the | 


gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Fautxyer?] 

Mr. BANKS. 
purpose the gentleman from Virginia wishes the 
floor. lam willing to yield it to him if it is fora 
proper purpose. 

Mr. FAULKNER. My object in seeking the 
floor is this: I presume the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Banks] rises for the purpose 
of speaking on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron.] Now, [say 
that the House must first dispose of the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from New Jersey, 


I look ! 
with alarm at the increasing patronage of the Gen- | 
eral Government, and L should like to see it di- | 


I have no objection to yielding | 


I would ask the gentleman | 
from Alabama [Mr. Houston] if his object is to | 


Hovuston’s ; 


1 do not understand for what | 


[Mr g@@icrow.J ‘This is now the pending ard: | 
| ment, and it must be disposed of before the ġues- |! 
| tion can be debated arising from the proposition |! 
of the gentleman from. Kentucky. ‘The Chair.) 
will remember that a resolution was adopted by. |: 
the Elouse, on the motion of the gentleman from }! 
Alabama, [Mr. Houston,] restricting debate. in 
Committee of the Whole tothe immediate prop- 
osiiion before that committee. I therefore ask 
that the question be taken on the proposition of. 
the gentleman from New Jersey before this debate 
goes on. : 

Mr. BANKS. I do not desire to debate the ʻi 
! proposition of the gentleman from New Jersey, | 
| for Í do not precisely understand what itis. But |i 
I wish to speak to the amendment of the gentle- || 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron.] | 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mas- || 
sachusetts (Mr. Bangs] will have to confine his | 
remarks to the pending question, which is the | 
amendment to the amendment offered by the gen- | 
tleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. BANKS. ‘Then | propose to state a ques- | 
tion of order; and [ask that the amendment of 
the gentleman from New Jersey be read. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. BANKS. 1 raise the question of order, |; 
that that amendment is not in order at this time, |! 
inasmuch as the first proposition is one for the || 
regulation of the armories for the manufacture of || 
arms, and the second proposition being for the ab: |i 
olition of the armories altogether, cannot be in 
order as an amendment to the amendment, though |! 
undoubtedly it would be in order if the first prop- 
osition were disposed of. 1 desire to speak on 
the first amendment. 

Mr.PECKHAM. What is the objection to 
taking the question now on that amendinent? 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendment to the |} 
amendment was offered by the gentleman from i 
New Jersey without objection; and, in the opin- |) 
We of the Chair, the point of order is made too} 
ate. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Then why not take the vote | 
now? 

{Cries of * Certainly!’ “ Certainly !” 

The question was taken on Mr. SKELTON’S 
amendment to the amendment, and it was not 
|i agreed to. 

Mr. BANKS then addressed the committee for 
one hour in favor of Mr. Sranron’s amendment. 
His speech, withheld for revision, will he pub- 
lished hereafter. 

Mr. BARRY obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. KEITT, who said: Mr. Chairman, with 
the simple remark that I did not abuse mechanics, 
I move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker | 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. 
Wrrent, of Pennsylvania,] reported thatthe Com- 
: mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, had 
i had the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly the Army appropriation bill, and had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

COOSA AND TENNESSEE RIVER RAILROAD. 


Mr. COBB. Duty to myself and constituents, 
and the peculiar position | occupy in this House, ; 
admonish me to ask the unanimous consent of the ;' 
House to discharge the Committee of the Whole |) 
i on the state of the Union from the further consid- |! 
f eration of a bill “granting the right of way and i 
i a donation of land to the State of Alabama, in ;; 
| aid of the construction of the Coosa and Ten- 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
! 


i 
i 
Gadsden to the Tennessee river, at or near Gun- 
J 
| 
| 
i 
li 


i 


| ter’s Landing.” Four months ago that bill stood | 
| the ninth on the Calendar. In a few moments I i; 
| cansatisfy every member of the necessity for its |; 
assage at this time. i 
Mr. WALSH. [ object. H 
Mr. COBB. Then I move that the rules be sus- |! 
pended for the purpose I have indicated. Iam 
! not anxious that the motion for suspension should 
_ be considered to-day. If gentlemen desire an ad- 
| journment, let it go over to Monday next. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I move that the House do 
| now adjourn. 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN LOUISIANA. 


Mr. HUNT. Mr. Speaker, I am anxious to 
| secure the unanimous consent for the Committee 


‘no objection, itis to fix the terms of the courts |! 


| man from New York will withdraw his motion to” 
i adjourn, and allow the bill -tọ 
: on Its passage, f 


i resolution passed on Friday last. f 


in New Qrleansyand:is intended ‘to: promote pros, 
lic justice... {t enables-us to: try-criminal cases-at’. 
the proper time. “Pherearenow no fixed terms, 
and those observed gre nor legal, : H-this billds 
uot allowed to pass, objections will be made to ins, 
ictments, and justice will fail. “Lhope the gentles. 
te 


bereported, and put 


Mr. LETC 
there is a mo 
pending? à 

The SPEAKER, pro tempore, [Mr ORR. p Ft, 
can by unanimous consent Sate 

Mr. FLAGLER. f withdraw thé motion to ad- 
journ,in order that the bill referred to byahe'gen- 
tleman from Louisiana may be introduced, 

Mr. KERR, from the Conimittee on the Judi- 
ciary, and by unanimons consent, then reported 
back Senate bill No. 377, entitled ‘An act regu- 
lating the time for holding the sessions of the diss 
trict and circuit courts of the United States’in 
the eastern district of Louisiana, with. a recom»: 
mendation that it do pass.’? °° niru 

The bili was ordered to a third reading; and 
was subsequently read the third time, and passed: 

Mr. WHEELER. I-now renew the motion to” 
adjourn. Load 

Mr. McDOUGALL. TI ask thegentleman from 
New York to withdraw the motion to adjourn, 
that I may have taken from the Speaker’s.table.a- 
Senate bill for the purpose of reference. : 

Mr. WALSH. F object, unless | know. what 


HER. Can this bill come in while. 
tion for the suspension of ‘the rules 


| it is about. 


The question vas taken upon Mr. WHEELER’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. i 
The House thereupon (at fifteen minutes to 


| fonr o’clock) adjourned till to-morrow at eleven 


o’clock a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownnpay, July 17, 1854. 
The Senate met at eleven o’clock, pursuant to a 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before.the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, information in relation to the examination 
and survey of the route for a canal across the: 
peninsula of Florida; which was read, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of inhabitants 
of Buffalo, New York, praying the reduction of 
the rates of ocean postage; which was referred to’ 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads: 

Mr. SUMNER: presented a petition of citizens 
of the town of Bradford, and a petition of the men 
of Weston, Massachusetts, praying the repeal öf 
the act of 1850, known as the fugitive slavelaw;: 
which were referred to the Committee on'the Ju- 
diciary. 7 á 

Also, a petition of citizens of the city and 
county of New York, praying the prohibition of 
the internal slave trade between the slave, States 


‘of the Union. . 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WELLIA MS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the memorial of 


| T. M. Balster, the widow of John Balster, who 


was killed at Charleston arsenal while in the dis- 
charge of his public duties, praying a pension, 


` asked to be discharged from its further considera- 


tion; which wag agreed to. 
Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Naval 


: Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 


William Clark, praying relief for losses sustained 
under contract with the navy agent at Memphis, 


| Tennessee, for the delivery of materials in em~ 


bankment in the navy-yard at that place, and 
damages for violation of contract by the agent of 
the Government, submitted a report, accompanied 


l by a bill for his relief; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. The report was ordered to 


be printed. i 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill making ap- 


propriations for the civil and diplomatic expetises 
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ofGovernment. for the year ending the* 30th of: 
Jane, 1855, reported it back with amendments, 
NOTICE OF A BILL. : 

Mr. BENJAMIN gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Pierre Cazelow, 
deceased. ` 

< BOUNTY LANDS. 

The bill introduced by Mr. Apams, on the Ist 
instant, to amend the several acts granting bounty 
lands, and for other purposes, was read a second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ! 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. | 
e House of | 
Chief Clerk, 


t 
\ 
concurrence of the Senate. | 
PRESERVATION FROM SHIPWRECK. | 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the bill reported | 

| 

| 


from the Committee on Commerce, *‘ for the better |, 


preservation of life and property from vessels | 
shipwrecked on the coasts of the United States,” | 
was read a second time, and considered as in | 
Committee of the Whole. | 
It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to establish such additional stations, on | 
the coasts of Long Island and New Jersey, for | 
affording: aid to shipwrecked vessels thereon, to | 
change the location of the existing stations, to | 
make such repairs, and to furnish such apparatus 
and supplies as may, in his judgment, be best 
adapted to give effect to the objects of the bill, and 
algo to give him authority to appoint a keeper, at 
a compensation not exceeding 9200, at each of the 
stations to be established under the provisions of 
the bill, and a superintendent, who is also to have | 
the powers and perform the duty of an inspector 
of the customs for each of the coasts mentioned, 
No boat is to be purchased and located at any 
oint other than on the coasts of Long Island and 
New Jersey, unless it be placed in the immediate 
care of an officer of the Government, or unless į 
bond be given by proper individuals, living in the 
neighborhood, conditioned for its care and preser- ; 
vation, and its application to the uses intended. 
The Secretary of the L'reasury is also to be au- 
thorized to establish stations at such light-houses 
as, in his judgment, he shall deem best, and the 
keepers of the lights are to take charge, as a part 
of their official duties, of such boats and appara- | 
tus as may be putin their charge respectively. | 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 
KANSAS AND NEBRASKA ACT. 
Mr. PETTIT. I hope the resolution to print | 
certain copies of the Kansas and Nebraska bill | 
will now be taken up for consideration. I offered 


it on Saturday. 
Mr. SUMNER. I understand that the Senator 


i 
from Ohio (Mr. Cuase] objected to its consider- ; 
ation on Saturday, and I think he has an amend- | 
ment to propose to it. i 

Mr. PETTIT. I wish to say simply that the | 
Senator from Ohio came over to me on Saturday, | 
and suggested that he desired to amend it so as to , 
cover, in the same publication, all the votes upon | 
the various proposed amendments to the bill—the | 
yeas and nays upon them—and the final vote, : 
which would make a large book. 


is no dispute as to how all the Senators voted. 
‘There is no necessity for publishing them; but | 


there is a necessity for publishing what I propose. © 


If the Senator from Ohio is not in his place it is: 
not any fault of mine. The hour of meeting was » 
fixed. The resolution ought to be, and I hope | 
will be, adopted. | 
The resolution was read. i 
Mr. SUMNER. I must still suggest that the | 
resolution Jie upon the table until the Senator from | 
Ohio comesin. There isno quorum present now. | 
Mr. PETTIT. -Let it be passed over. 
The resolution was accordingly passed over. - 


ido not see ii 
any necessity for publishing them at all, There |: goo 
i! believing that it does injustice and wrong. [ have 


1 
num 3 


a OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. MASON. 
take up the resolution reported from ‘the. select 
committee, in relation to the organization of the 
officers of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. Since the report was made, I 
have, under the instructions of the committee, 
modified one of the provisions, The Secretary 
can read it as modified. 

The resolutions were read as follows: 


Resolved, That the compensation of the officers and per- 
sons in the employment of the Senate, from and after we 


i| 30th day of June, 1853, be as follows: 


To the Secretary of the Senate, $3,000 per annum 3; 

To the officer charged with the disbursements of the 
Senate, $400 per annuin; 

To the principat clerk, and the executive clerk in the 
office of the Secretary of the Senate, each $1,800 per an- 
num; 

To eight clerks in same office, each $1,541 67 per an- 
num 3 

To the keeper of the stationery, &c., $1,400 60 per an- 

One messenger, $900 per annum 3 

One messenger, $625 per annum; 

One page, $416 67 per annum 3 

To the Sergeant-at-Arms aud Doorkeeper, $1,666 67 per 
annum 5 

To the Assistant Doorkeeper, $1,416 67 per annum 3 

And to persous in the office of the Sergeant-at- Arms, as 
follows : 

Postmaster to the Senate, $1,458 34 per annum 3 

Assistant postmaster and mail-carrier, $1,200 per an- 
num; 

Two mail boys, each $650 per annum ; 

Superintendent of document room $1,250 per annun:; 

wo assistants in document room, each $1,000 per an- 
num; 

Superintendent of folding room, $3,250 per annum 5 

Two messengers acting Assistant Doorkeepers, each 
$1,250 per anunum; 

Fifteen messengers, each $900 per annum 5 

Superintendent in charge of Senate furnaces, $900 per 
annum 5 

Assistant in charge of furnaces, $500 per annum 5 

Laborer in charge of private passage, $500 per anni 5 

Two laborers, each $400 per annum 5 

Ten pages, two dollars per day each during the session ; 

Clerk or Secretary to the President of the Senate, $1,460 
per annwn 5 

One page appointed by the 
two dollars per day during the session 5 

Provided, That the compensation of those messengers 
and laborers who were not employed at the commencement 
of the last fiscal year shall commence with the first day of 
the present fiscal year: And provided further, That in c 
where a larger sum than is herein proposed has been paid 
during the last fiscal year to any person embraced in this 
resojntion, the rates berein proposed shali commence with 
the present Gscal 7 

Resolved, ‘That it shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to classify the pages of the Senate so that at the close 
of the present aud each succeeding Congress one half the 
number shall be removed. And in no case shail a page be 
appointed younger than thirteen years, or remain in Office 
after the age of seventeen years, or for longer time than two 
Congresses, or four years, 

Resolved, That the several officers and others in the 
departments of the Seere 
Sergeant-at-Arms shall be appointed and removed from 
office by those officers r :ctively as heretofore, But 
when made during the s on of the Senate any such re- 
moval to be first approved by the President of the Senate, 


on reasons to be assigned therefor in writing by the officer ! 


making the removal; and when in the recess such reasons 
in writing to be laid before the President of the Senate on 
the first day of the succeeding session, and to be approved 
or disapproved by him. 


Mr. MASON. The report, which shows the 
reasons actuating the committee, has been before 


the Senate for some time, and I presume has been | 
read hy Senators; so that the inducement of the | 


committee to organize the corps of officers of the 
Senate as these resolutions propose, is before the 
body. I will only add that the committee were 
unanimous in their opinion. They had some 
difficulty, of course, in adjusting the scale of com- 
pensation and the tenure; but they were unani- 
mous in every conclusion that was come to; and 
it is their general belief that the effect will be to 
give us an efficient corps of officers. 

Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President; there are a 
good many points in this report to which 1 object, 


read and examined the report, but have it not be- 
fore me; therefore I have to refer to it from mem- 
ory. The first that Í notice is, that it devolves 
the whole power of appointment and removal 
upon the Vice President or the President pro tem 
pore of the Senate. This I think is wrong, and 
burdens him with a duty that ought not to be im- 
posed on him. I believe the Sergeant-at-Arms at 


all times will be more competent to judge of the | 


fitness of thé performance of the service and labor 
required from the various employees, than the 
Presiding Officer can be. 


I now move that the Senate | 


President of the Senate at} 


tary of the Senate and of the | 


This makes the Sergeant-at-Arms the accusing 
party. He has first to file an indictment or inform- 
ation against one of the employees of the Senate 
under him, for whose action he is responsible 
entirely, before the Presiding Officer, and that, 
officer is constituted a court to try the pros and 
cons., the whys and the wherefores, as to whether 
an employee should be removed or dismissed, and I 
presume the same thing will apply to the appoint- 
mept. So far as it requires that course of action, 
in my judgment, the report is wrong. 

Ï notice another instance in which Í think it is 
wrong. That is, the requirement that no page 
shall be employed under thirteen years of age. 
There is, in my judgment, no propriety in any 
such requirement. Pages of ten or eleven years 
of age are just as valuable and serviceable on the 
floor as those who are thirteen or fourteen, I 
think it will operate harshly and oppressively on 
some of the boys in this city whom it may be de- 
sirable to encourage. 1 am opposed to it on that 


|j ground. 


But, sir, there is a class of employees of the 
Senate harshly treated by this report. I refer to 
the clerks of the various committees. They are 
the only persons employed by the Senate whose 
pay, under the report, will not be as much this 
Congress as it was last Congress, for the reason 
that they are now allowed four dollars per day for 
their services durirg the session; and heretofore 
the Senate have been in the habit of adding $250 
at the close of each session; but this report pro- 
| poses to leave them with the four dollars a day, 
| adding twenty per cent., which will together make 
a considerably less sum than they have been here- 
| tofore allowed. it will make over $200 difference 
iin thetwo years. These employees are worse 
i paid, in my estimation, than any others in the 
| service of the Senate, and their interest ought to 
i be looked to. 1 hold in my hand a memorial 
| written in a large fine round hand, addressed by 
i them to the Senate, which I send to the table, and 
i ask to have read. ; 
| The Secretary proceeded to read the memorial, 
| but had not proceeded far when he was inter- 
| rupted by 

Mr. PETTIT, who said: At the suggestion of 
Senators around me, | will waive the reading of 
that memorial, and move toamend the resolutions 
reported by the committee, by making the com- 
pensation of the committee clerks five dollars a 
| day. lt is plainly shown in the memorial; that 
i they are cut down, in the course of two sessions, 
| over $200, and } do not think it fair. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the position of 
the clerks of committees was considered by the 
select committee, and it was thought that they 
| were officers necessarily temporary in their char- 
acter. The committees, of course, are discharged 
at each session, and their clerks are discharged 
with them. lt was the design of the committee, 
' as will be seen in their report, to make the officers 
of the Senate a permanent corps, and the reasons 
for that are assigned in the report. The Senate 
itself is a permanent body, always ina state of 
| organization, liable to be called together by the 
Executive separately from the other branch of 
the Legislature, and it was deemed important, 
therefore, that the entire organization of the Sen- 
ate should be preserved through the year. 

On the score of expense, the report shows that 
if, instead of retaining the salaries of all the offi- 
cers of the Senate at the same amount heretofore 
paid to them, the resolutions of the committee be 
adopted, and the extra allowances be cut off, as 
! we propose, there will be an actual saving to the 
| Government of some six or eight thousand dol- 
llars per annum; so that the only objection to 
_ making them permanent is removed. 
| Then, as regards the clerks of the committees, 
jit could not, | presume, be designed that those 
‘officers should be permanent, because, that they 
|i serve bodies which necessarily expire with each 
session. Their present compensation is four dol- 
lars per day, but a jointresolution has passed the 
!! House, is now before the Senate, and I have no 
| doubt will be concurred in by the Senate, which, 
operating upon these salaries, will make them 
really within twenty cents of five dollars a day. It 
will make their compensation $4 80 a day. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Does that apply to them? 

Mr. MASON. I have examined it, and it 
clearly applies to clerks to committees. The effect 
l of itwill be to make theircompensation $4 80aday- 
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Mr. PETTIT. As far as I can judge from the 
report, it is not designed to cut down the former 
pay of the employees of the Senate, but the design 
is clearly to raise them all from the Secretary down 
through all the subalterns, and the Sergeant-at- 
Arms and all his subalterns. Their pay is raised 
by these resolutions, and the committee clerks are 
the only class whose pay will not be as much this 
Congress, by this report, as their pay has been 
heretofore. They have been paid four dollars a 


day through the session and two hundred and fifty | 
dollars has been added to that every year as extra ; 


allowance, or extra compensation. Under this 
report, they will be paid four dollars a day, and 
twenty per cent. on this, which will make their 
compensation each session a little over $100 Jess 
than they have been heretofore paid. 

Now, | want to know what reason, what justice, 
is there in this? Do clerks of committees find 
living here cheaper,’while every other officer and 
employee finds it dearer; and while, as we our- 
selves know, our expenses are one third more 
than they have been heretofore? 
otherwise with these men; and I regard it as an 
oversight on the part of the committee in not pro- 
viding for them. The report, the memorial, and 


statements which I have here, clearly show what i; 


their pay for two sessions would be at four dollars 
per day, aud adding $250 at the end of each ses- 
“sion, and what it will be at four dollars per day 
and adding twenty per cent. The difference is 
over $200. 
so amply and liberally for all the other employees 
of the Senate, we shail not cut down this meritos 


rious class, and I therefore propose to insert five | 


dollars instead of four dollars a day, in order to 
give them something like a fair compensation. 

If you take the statements made in the report, 
you will find that it proposes to pay some of the 
assistants to the Secretary $2,100 or $2,200 a 
year, while what I ask for these committee clerks, 
for both years put together, will not amount fo 


thatsum. They are men as competent, as worthy, į 


as faithfal—men who have no other business 
during the recess to go to. 


add, that there would be great propriety in con- |; 
tinuing them, or many of them during the recess. |' 
} hope, therefore, the Senate will agree to the | 


amendment which I propose, thatthe clerks to the 
committees shall be paid five dollars a day from 
the commencement of the session. Then, to that 


sum will be added the twenty per cent. proposed | 
by the House joint resolution. The two together | 


will bring them to something like the condition 
they formerly occupied, and bring them in the 
same ratio of advance that is given to the other 
employees of the Senate. 

Mr. MASON, 
question at all. If itis the pleasure of the Senate 
to increase the compensation of these clerks, I 
certainly shall not object. i 


service they perform; but if the amendment pro- 


posed by the Senator from Indiana to make their 


compensation under these resolutions five dollars 
a day prevails, then the twenty per cent. which 
will be added will make their actual compensa- 
sation six dollars a day. That will be the effect. 

Mr. PETTIT. Thatwill not make them equal 
by any means to some of the other employees of 
the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope the Senator from Vir- 
ginia will waive any objection to this proposition. 
It seems to me it is a fair and reasonable one, and 
it would have an ungenerous appearance, while 
we are raising the compensation of the other offi- 
cers, actually to strike down the compensation to 
clerks of committees. Let us agree to this amend- 
ment, and then pass the resolutions. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I hope the Senate will concur 
in the amendment now proposed. 
the committees are about the most important offi- 
cers of the Senate in reference to the transaction 
of business; and the compensation proposed ap- 
pears to me to be very insufficient. I hope the 
amendment will be adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT. I move to amend that portion 
of the resolution which limits the age of pages, by 
striking out ‘* thirteen’’ and inserting “eleven” as 
the youngest ageat which they can be employed. 

Several Suwarors. Ob, no; itis too young. 

Mr. PETTIT. Older Senators say that it is 
too young. I withdraw the amendment. 


It cannot be) 


I hope that when we are providing | 


Indeed, I might well | 


I do not intend to contest this | 


My impression is, | 
that their present compensation is adequate to the | 


The clerks of |) 


| Mr. RUSK. I move to amend the clause “t ff- 
i ing out $900 and inserting $1,000. Those mes- 
sengers perform. laborious services. I know very 
few of them; but those that I do know, who at- 
tend to the distribution of the documents around 
the city, certainly perform the most laborious ser- 
vices that are performed by the officers of the 
Senate. 

Mr. MASON. In fixing the salaries of the of- 
ficers of the Senate, like fixing the salaries of the 
officers of the Government, everybody knows that 
| there must be a proper regard for the duties of the 
offices, and their grades. „Now, you, of necessity, 
pay more for intellect, skill, and acquirements, 
than for ordinary labor; and the committee, in fix- 
ing the scale of salaries, for they are now salaries, 
i have been governed altogether, first, by the attain- 
ments which the officer must have to discharge his 
duties properly, then by the responsibility, and 
then by the time occupied; and in doing so, they 
have preserved what was found in the Senate, a 
gradation in the pay of the officers, based upon 
those foundations. 

There are twenty-three messengers altogether 
in the Senate. Eight of them (because they were 
found in the performance of their duties not proper 
| to messengers, but above the ordinary duties of a 
; mere messenger) have been taken by the commit- 
tee, and designated by titles which will indicate 
their respective duties, and have had their com- 
pensation apportioned accordingly. Then there 
are fifteen, who are messengers only, in the dis- 
charge of ordinary ministerial services; and the 


would give them annually $1,080, when compared 
with the scale of compensation outside of the Sen- 
ate, was a very ample and abundant one. 

A Sexaror. The resolution does not give 
them $1,080. : 

Mr. MASON. We do give them $1,080. I 
ask the Secretary to read that part of the resolu- 
tion which fixes the pay of the fifteen messengers. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


j ‘Fifteen messengers, each $900 per annum.” 


: cent. per annum will make it $1,080. The Senator 
proposes to make it §1,000;-and the twenty per 


i| utterly beyond the character of the services they 
have to discharge; and it will destroy the whole 
gradation in the scale of salaries fixed by the 
| committee. The object of the committee hag 


|i been to pay all the officers of the Senate well, and | 


i| to have an efficient corps; but I wouid only say 
| again that, if in this instance, and others of a like 
character, the scale of compensation is changed, 
you pay these men more than is paid to officers 
who discharge far higher grades of duties. 


Mr. RUSK. 


lect, they would be regarded as very meritorious. 
There is another thing which is just as important 


point I think they will compare with anybody. 1 


documents. Itis a most laborious business. It 


f willdo them the justice to say, 


ii very important. 


| 


do not perform one tenth of the labor. 
Mr. MASON. I desire to correct the Senator, 


“twenty days afier; but now we propose to emplo 
them permanently, and give them a salary. I 
have not said a word, and do not mean to say a 
! word, against that class of officers. I know many 
of them; they are most valuable men in their 
position. 
intellect; 
place they will find it 
some other avocation. 
not doubt. If they were not so, they ovg 
l tò be here. Isay not a word against them. 


desirable to employ it in 
That they are honest J do 
ht not 
They 


H 
i 
H 
i 
j 
i 
i 


{ 
i 
| 
| 
| 


teen messengers, each $900 per annam,” by strik- | 


committee have thought that a compensation which | 


Mr. MASON. Precisely; and then twenty per | 


i cent. added to that would make it $1,200. That is ; 


I know but two or three of these | 
messengers, and measured by the scale of intel- ;; 


in an officer, and that is honesty; and upon that | 
know three or four of these persons who distribute . 


is constant, morning, evening, and night; and | 
i therefore the proper discharge of their duties is . 


that not one of them has spoken to me about the ; 
f rate of compensation, or grumbled about it; but . 
! ane or two of them are known to me to be men | 
| of families, and on $1,080 can they well support :| 
' their families? The honorable Senator says it is |! 
i their present pay; but you increase twenty.per | 
i cent. upon the present pay of some persons who |! 


These fifteen messengers are not permanently em- - 
! ployed under the present regulations of the Senate. . 
| ‘They are employed while the Senate is sitting and i 


yi 


I have no doubt they have abundant | 
but if they have an intellect above their į 


i 


is valuable. F am not-aware 
employ of the. Senate, who ought: not to-beco 
tinued here. I repeat, they are valuable in thet 
position, but if they have an intellect enti 
them to pay higher than they get here; they 


are valuable men} ‘every bne of them th 
l “of any bod: 


turn that intellect 
leaving here. See 

Mr. RUSK. The increase of ‘comperisatio 
which my ‘amendment proposes is only $120 t 
each of those individuals, More than“ that he 
been added to the committee clerks: At that 
do not grumble, but if the Senate choose to ém- 
ploy these men, and refuse to give them an addi- 
tion of $120 for such laborious services, T have’ 
nothing further to say. oe cee re ae 
| Mr. BRIGHT. J dislike very much: to inter- 
fere with this report. It is one that we! have 
; needed, and which we have been: promised for a 
i long time. I have no doubt that the select cont 
ij mittee have reported a proposition which they 
i deem just and equitable. “I disagree with'the 
| several particulars; but E believe T am willing: ‘to’ 
| take the report as it is, so far as it régards the’ 
| salaries, though I think the amount ‘proposed ‘to 
| be paid to many of the officers is extravagant 
i yes, sir, very extravagant, compared with’ the 
í amount paid to Senators and many other officers 
| of the Government. eat Mesa! . 
If the honorable Senator from Texas’ insists 
i upon his amendment, I shall move further to amend 
i by making the compensation $750 to the messen- 
gers during the short session, and $1,000 during 
the long session. I am willing to take the report 
as it is, in that particular. I am satisfied, on in- 
l: quiry among Senators, that there is‘a majority 
‘| disposed to adopt the present report. Į cannot 
|| permit it to pass, however, without saying that I 
` regard the amount proposed to be paid to all the 
| officers as very extravagant. | shall, however, 
‘| move, after the amendment of the honorable Sen- 
!| ator from Texas is disposed of, to strike out the, 
i concluding resolution, on the ground that it is anti- 
'| Democratic, and ought not to pass this body. `° | 

The question being taken, on a division no quo~ 
rum voted. . Pe gee 

Mr. BRIGHT. ‘Idesire to have it understood: 
i! that on the $900 proposed tobe given by the r 
lution of the committee, there is twenty per cent 
to be added, which would make $1,080 per annum 
to each messenger for nine months service during 
one year, and three months service another year. 
‘That is the practical effect of it. That is just the 
proposition which we are to vote on: whether we 
shall give $900, with the twenty per cent. on it, 
for services for three months one year, and eight 
or nine months another year. The Senator from 
Texas, not satisfied with giving $900, moves to 
i make it $1,000, which would, with the twenty per 
i! cent., give $1,200 per annum to each messenger. 

Mr. RUSK. I dislike to trouble the Senate’ 
again, but the honorable Senator has not stated 
the question fairly. Ashe states, these ‘persons. 
are to receive, according to the resolution of the 
committee, with the per cent. addition, $1,080 per’ 
annum. The amendment increases it only to. 
$1,200. The honorable Senator says it is for sér~ 
vices performed during eight or nine months one 
| year, and three months another year. That isa 
mistake; and if the honorable Senator will look at 
it, he will see why itisa mistake. At the. close 
of the sessions of Congress, all the documents” 
ordered by us are not sentin. These persons are 
retained here, and at every session we make ap- 
propriations to retain them. They havecharge of 
all the documents; and it is, therefore, very proper 
and very right that we should make them perma- 
nent; because, when they understand their duties 
_ properly, those duties will be much better dis~ 
| charged than if the position were assigned to per- 
sons coming to the city, serving out during the 
Congress, and then retiring. These are made per- 
manent by the resolution itself. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No quorum 
i! voted upon the amendment; but there is evidently: 
i| a quorum present. ‘ 
; Mr, BRIGHT called for the yeas and nays, 
"and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 

eas 28, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Brodhead, Brown, 
Clay, Dawson, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
Iowa, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Houston, James, Jones of 
| Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Norrie, Pettit. Rusk, Shields, 
il Stidell, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New 
i Jersey, Toucey, Weller, and Williams 28. : 


to a much better: account 
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Pearce, Rockwell, 


“So the ameridment was agreed to. : 
“Mr..G WIN. As the salaries of the messengers | 


have. been, increased, I. think those of the mail| 
so to be increased... The resolution | 


boys ought al 
proposes to give them $650. 
$650, and insert $750. 

Mr. CASS...1 would say that if you increase 
thesalaries of, the. messengers, those.who carry, 
the mail ought to receive just. as much as the | 


I move to.strike out 


others, I think they ought to have the same in- i 


crease, . They are appointed to perform the same 
service, and if, you increase the one, you ought to 
increase the other. 

.Mr. MASON. That is the very inconvenience 
that F endeavored to bring to the notice of the Sen- 
ate, as the result of changing the scale of compen- | 
sation which has been arranged by the committee. 
Wow, itis very certain.that if there was any reason 


for increasing the compensation of the messengers, | 


it applies as strongly to the increase of the com- 
pensation of the mail boys; and if we go on increas- 
ing them, we shall. give them a compensation far 
exceeding anything which they could get outside 
of the employment of the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator has given the very 
reason why | have made the motion. If you in- 
crease the one, you ought to increase the other. 

The amendment was agreed to—ay es 23, noes 12. 

Mr. BRIGHT. lask the Secretary to read the 
last resolution. 

It was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the several officers and others in the de- 
partment of the Secretary of the Senate and of the Sergeant- 
at Arms shall be appointed and removed by those officers 
respectively as heretofore ; but when made during the ses 


ston of He Senate, any such removal shail be first approved | 


by the President of the Senate, on reasons to be a-signed 
therefor in writing by the officer making the removal; and 
when in the recess, such reasons in writing shall be laid 


before the President of theeSenate on the first day of the | 


succeeding session, to be approved or disapproved by him. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 
resolution all that which relates to giving th 
ident of the Senate a supervisory power. 
pose to leave the power of appointment and re- 
moval where it has hitherto been lodged, with the 
Secretary and Sergeant-at-Arms, and to make them ! 
responsible for selecting proper and faithfulagents, 
without a supervisory power anywhere. | 


e Pres- 


Mr. MASON. The resolution provides that j 


the power of appointment in the Secretary ’s office 
shall remain with the Secretary, and the power of 
appointment in the Sergeant-at-Armss’ office with 
the Sergennt-at-Arms; and that the power of re- 
moval shall remain with either officer in his own 
department; but it provides further, that if he does 
remove any one, he shall assign his reasons in 


writing, after he has done so, to the President of | 


the Senate for the time being; and it provides, fur 


ther, that the removal there shall be made subject : 


to the approval or disapproval of that officer. 


ight, Butler, Cass, 


4 


I move to strike out of the! 


1 pro-| 


Now, sir, I do not know how much the Senator : 


proposes to strike out. 
Mr. 

” 

Mr. MASON. Senators who have read the 
report will find that the object of the committee | 
was, and they thought it was in accordance with | 
the jadgment of the Senate, to make the organi- | 
zation of the Senate permanent, to have an effi- | 
cient body of officers to 
charge of their public du 
the Senate every inducemen 
organization unsettled by the introduction of new 


ties, and to remove from | 


officers from session to session, or from Congress | 


to Congress. 


We know, sir, that the practice of the Govern- | 


assist them in the dis- i 


BRIGHT. All after the word ‘ hereto- 


t or desire to keep its | 


ment, in its various departments, has been, upon |; 


a new accession to power, to change all the sub-: 
ordinates, all the ministerial officers, not because | 
they have been inefficient men, but solely and sim- | 
ply to put in others who wanted the places. It isto: 


prevent the introdution of that practice into the} 


of his duties here long enough to know the practice ' 
of the Senate, and what is required of Senators, | 
can fail to be impressed with the exceeding im- : 
portance to him, in the discharge of his duties, | 
awd to the public who are to be benefited. by that | 
discharge, of having a competent body of officers | 


| 


in the. Senate, men.who are trained and educated 


in. the Senate, who know where to find what you. 


want, how to give you information when.you want 
it, and where to direct you to it. Itishighly im- 


portant to al! the Senators, and more especially to. 


Senators when they come here for the first time. 


The fear was, that unless the power of removal i 
was in some way restrained, the officer having the | 


power of appointment might at times feel hirnself 
coerced to remove some of the employees in his 
department to putin others who wanted the places, 


and who, ninety-nine times in a hundred, would | 


be incompetent in the discharge of their duties. 
It was for that reason, to keep the organization 
of the Senate permanent, that the feature was 


introduced by the committee; but if the Senator ; 
desires to carry out his idea properly, I suggest to | 
him not to strike out the whole of the last clause, | 


but only so much of it as makes the removal de- 
pendent upon the approval or disapproval of the 
Presiding Officer. 
The amendment was rejected—ayes 15 noes 19. 
Mr. RUSK. I desire to offer an amendment, 
which I presume will not be objected to. 


the Secretary of the Senate, is designated by the 


word “ principal clerk,” and then we come to | 


“ executive clerk.” | move to insert the word 


“ principal ” before “executive,” 


Mr. MASON. My impression, though I may | 
be wrong, is that there is but one executive clerk 1 
by that name. If fam wrong, he may be called | 
‘principal executive clerk.” ‘The Secretary can ; 


inform the Presiding Oficer how it is. 

Mr. RUSK. 
amendment, if there is only one. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair un- 
derstands that there is but one. 

Mr. RUSK. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The object of the report of 
the committee was undoubtedly reform. I desire 
to offer another amendment which I deem it my 
duty to offer, though I cannot say that 1 have 
much hope that it will pass; but as it contai 
principle, 1 shall insist on a vote upon it. My 


proposition is further to amend the resolution by || 
providing that the Secretary, and the Sergeant-at- | 


Arms, and Doorkeeper shall be elected at the com- 
mencement of each Congress. a . 

Mr. GWIN. Att the first session of each Con- 

ress. 

Mr. BRIGHT. At the first session of each 
Congress, 1 am against life estate in place. I 
do not intend to indicate by that that I am dissat- 
isfied with any oilicer whom we have. 


gress, there shall be elected a Secretary, and Sergeant-at- 
Arias, and Doorkeeper by the Senate. 

Mr. MASON. There may be reasons in favor 
of that proposition, but in my judgment, at least, 
the reasons against it are insuperable. These offi- 
ces are valuable offices, not in emolument only, 
but indignity. But they are valuable also in emol- 


ument in the eyes of office-seekers; and if the Sen- | 
ate determine to go into an election of these officers | 


ateach Congress, the effect of it will be, that those 


outside, who are seeking office, will consider it a | 
proclamation for proposal, and they will come | 


here and besiege the door of the Senate Chamber 
from all quarters, and their respective friends, to 
turn out the existing officers. 


ance to the Senate of preserving an efficient organ- 
ization. But what will be the efficiency if the 
principal officers, those who are responsible for 
the execution of the duties of all, are changed 
from time to time? I hope it will not be done. 

Mr. BRIGHT called for the yeas and nays on 
his amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I will ask the Senator from 
Indiana if the officers named in his amendment 
constitute all the officers who are subject to elec 
tion by the Senate ? 


Mr. BRIGHT. They are the officers who, | 


until the last four years, I believe, were elected at 
the opening of each Congress. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the yeas and 
nays on the amendment, and Mr. Apams an- 
swered ‘t yea.” ; 

Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to make a statement 
before the vote is taken. I wish to say that Í 
merely propose to reinstate a rule that has existed 


. | condition of things. 


1 see | 
that, in the resolution, the clerk in the office of | 


lt will do no harm to make the | J 


ns ay; 


I am not,: 
for they are generally good officers. My amend- : 
| ment is to add: : 


Atthe commencement of the first session of each Con- | 


Now, sir, l will not | 
repeat what I said before, as to the great import- | 


in this body. from time-immemorial until the last 
l| four years. lt is to give to the Senators who 
| come here the privilege of selecting their own 
il officers. ; 
“Mr. BADGER. I hope the Senate will allow 
i| me to say that the Senator from Indiana is mis- 
taken. The original rule of the Senate was other- 
i| wise, and was the rule which now obtains. It 
i} was altered, according to my impression, some 
i| twenty years ago,or more. For thirty years since 
i| the organization of the Senate the rule was as it is 
i| now, and the rule has been put back to the original 
| This is a proposition to de- 
i| part from the original condition of things that now 
i| prevails, and adopt the intermediate regulation. 
| Mr. BRIGHT. Tam responsible for the truth 
of my statement, so far as my memory runs back. 
Mr. BADGER, Of course. ; 
i Mr. BRIGHT. As long as my memory runs 
i| back, the rule was. as 1 have -stated, until it was 
altered at the time I have indicated. 
(| Mr. PEARCE. The Senator from North Car- 
|! olina is undoubtedly right. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


It is too late 
i| to discuss this subject now, as the call of the rolt 
|! has commenced. 

|| The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
|| the amendment, resulted—yeas 21, nays 25; as 
i| follows: 

| Y EAS—Messrs. Adama, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, Dodge 
‘| of Wiseonsin, Dodge of fowa, Hamlin, Houston, Jones of 
I| Iowa, Jones of Teunessec, Norris, Pettit, Rusk, Shields, 
| Bide Smari Sumner, Toucey, Walker, Weller, and Wil- 
iams—21. 

NAY S-—--Messrs. Alles, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Ben- 
i jawin, Brown, Butler, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Evans, Fes- 
nden, Fish, Pitzpatriek, Poot, Geyer, Hunter, Johnson, 
i} Mason. Pearce, Rockwell, Thompson of Kentucky, Thom- 
i; son of New Jersey, Toombs, and Wade—-25, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The resolutions were then adopted. š 

Mr. MASON. There is one matter which, I 
| suppose, will pass, as a matter of course, after the 
‘| adoption of these resolutions. $ refer to the joint 
|| resolution of the House, ; 


i} Mr. DAWSON, Is thereanything in the report 
I| of the committee refusing extra pay hereafter? 

| Mr. MASON, The joint resolution fixesthat. I 
am directed by the select committee, to whom was 
referred the joint resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, in relation to fixing the compensation 
of the employees in the legislative department 
|! of the Government, and to prohibit the usual extra: 
i| compensation to suchas receive the benefits hereof, 
į to report it back without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage, and | ask for its immediate con- 
sideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
| to consider the joint resolution as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

lt proposes to resolve that the officers, clerks, 
messengers, and other employees of the legislative 
| department of the Government, shall be paid an 
increased compensation of twenty per cent. upon 
the compensation now réceived by them respect- 
ively; and the messengers of the Fiouse of Repre- 
sentatives shall not receive less than is allowed to 
|| the messengers of the Senate, of the same class; 
such increased compensation to commence from 
the Ist of July, 1853; and that a sum sufficient to 
|| pay the same to the 30th June, 1855, be hereby 


i} appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
'| not otherwise appropriated; but that no person 
whose compensation was increased by the act ap- 
proved April 22, 1854, shail be benefited by this 
| joint resolution. The usual extra compensation 
‘; shall not hereafter be allowed to any person re- 
i ceiving the benefit of this joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 

without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
‘read a third time, and passed. 
Mr. MASON subsequently said: There is a 
| verbal amendment necessary in the resolutions 
i| adopted this morning in reference to the organiza- 
tion of the officers of the Senate, in order to con- 
form to the existing appellation of one of the offi- 
|j cers. The resolutions speak of “the executive 
i| clerk.” £ discover that it should be “the princi- 
|| pal executive clerk.” I ask unanimous consent 
| to have the alteration made. 
i 


There being no objection, the alteration was 
| ordered to be made. 

| MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

IOA message was received from the House of 
| Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 


1854. 


THE CONGRESSION 


announcing that they had passed a bill. creating a 
collection district in New York, to. be called. the 
district of Dunkirk, and constituting Dunkirk. a. 
port of entry, and the ports of Barcelona, Silver: 
Creek, and Cattaraugus Creek, ports of delivery; 
in which they asked the concurrence of the Senate. 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. BADGER. task the Senate now to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the motion which I 
submitted .the other day, to reconsider the vote by 
which the Senate passéd the bill to provide for the 
construction of a subterranean line of telegraph į 
from the Mississippi or Missouri river to the Pa- 
cific ocean. 

Mr, DODGE, of Iowa. I trust the Senator from 
North Carolina will not press his motion; but let 
Me proceed to the consideration of the homestead | 
bill. | 

Mr. BADGER. ! 
lowa that I do not move this with any view of | 
interfering with the special order; but. 1 felt it due | 
to the friends of this measure, as L had moved its | 
reconsideration, that it should be early brought to | 
the attention of the Senate. Ido not suppose it! 
will give rise to discussion, but can be disposed of | 
in a short time. | 

Mr. BRIGHT. I shall vote to give the home- į 
stead bill the preference over any measure that | 
may be called up for consideration, and that has | 
been my course since this measure was brought | 
up for consideration. | desire to state, however, 


that | shallask’an hour of to-morrow morning, |; 


for the purpose of considering the bill reported, | 
from the Committee on Finance, providing for th 
distribution of the debt of Texas. | give this notice 


that Senators may be prepared. i} 


Mr. BADGER. I will say further to the Sen- 
ator from Jowa, that if this question shall give rise 
to such discussion as is likely to interfere with the 
homestead bill, I will consent to its being passed 
over. . 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Iwill not oppose the 
motion under such circumstances. | 

Mr. RUSK. The motion will evidently lead to | 
some debate. The subject was considered for a | 
considerable length of time, and the bill was passed; | 
but if tne motion to reconsider be agreed to, it will’! 
again become a subject-matter of discussion. 1 ! 
desire to say a few words on it myself; but I do | 
not wish to encroach on the time allotted for the 
special order. | 

The motion was not agreed to. 


KANSAS AND NEBRASKA ACT. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Apams in | 
the chair.) The hour having arrived for the con- 
sideration of the special order, the homestead | 
billis now before the Senate. 

Mr. PETTiIT. As the Senator from Ohio, | 
[Mr. Cuase,] who objected to the consideration 
of the resolution which 1 offered on Saturday, is 
now in his place, I ask that it may be taken up. | 


I willsay to the Senator from f 


|| the principle of the graduation of the public lands, 


clerks who has investigated the matter, will not: 
make more than ten or ‘eleven payes.of the Jour- 
nal, and-is quiteas important to the understanding 
of the whole matter as tne billitself. If the Sen- 
ator. will accept that, I presume the question can 
be taken without debate. ' 

Mr. PETTITT. ishall not acceptit. That will 
makea large volume, as | am told by the Secieiary.. 
Te must necessarily. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from ludiana. 

Mr. STUART. Lundersiand the Senator from 
Ohio to signify his disposition to propose an amend- 
ment, and to discuss the resolution of the Senator 
from Indiana. In that event I shall object to 
taking up thevesolution. 
| The motion was not agreed to. 


| MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
| A message was received from the President of 
| the United States, by Mr. Sione. Wensrer, his 
| Secretary, announcing that he had this day ap- 
| proved and signed the following acts: | 
| An act to confirm the claim of William H. Hen- | 
| derson and Robert tlenderson to five hundred 
l acres of land in the Bastrop grant; | 
An act for the relief of Juan M. and José L. 
i Luco; and i 
| An act to authorize the issue of a register to the | 
brig Amelia, by the name of Abby Frances. 


{ 

| 

| HOMESTEAD BILL.- | 

| The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- | 

sumed the consideration of the House bill ** to 

lagrant a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres 
Of the public lands to actual settlers,” the pending 

| question being on the amendment of Mr. Cray, 

| as modified at the suggesiion of Mr. Sumer., to 

| insert in the sixth section, after the word * filed,”? 

| the words “ within sixty days from the passage | 

| of this act,” so as to require unnaturalized for- | 

i 

i 

f 

I 


| eigners to file, within sixty days, a declaration of | 
intention to become ettizens, tn order to be enti- 
ued to the benefits of the act. 

i Mr CLAY. | proposeto withdraw that amend- 

H I understand, upon conference with some 


/ ment, 

| of the friends of this bill, that it has been concluded 
| by them to offer an amendment to the entire bill, 
jand if Lam not mistaken in theintentand purpose 
| of the friends of the measure, I can myself accept 
| the amendment which they propose to offer in | 


Í lieu of the bill, 4 understand thatit proposes j 


; and will thereby obviate the necessity of consider- 
ing the bill which has been reported by the Com- 
| mittee on Public Lands for that purpose. f un- | 
| derstand that it proposes further to reduce the price 
; of the public lands, which I earnestly desire to see 
| accomplished. 

| Lam told too that it proposes to cede the public 
| lands upon certain cBuditions to the new States 
i within which they lie, which { also heartily desire 
! to see passed by the Senate. Hence, sir, approv- 
: ing the measure which Í understand will be off: red 


1 refer to’ the resolution to print ten thousand 
copies of the Kansas and Nebraska act, certified | 
by the Secretary. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thatcan only | 
be done by postponing the special order. i 

Mr. PETTITT. Then 1 move to postpone it | 
for that purpose. i 

Mr. STUART. I shall have no objection to | 
that, if it does not lead to debate. 

Mr. PETTIT. Jt will not lead to debate with 
me, and | do not think there can be any. 

Mr. STUART. 
shall ask to have it laid aside. 

Mr. CHASE. I am in favor of taking up the 
resolution, unless the friends of the homestead bill 


press that. If they do, [shall go,as l have done |; 


all along, with the friends of that bill. 

Mr. PETTIT. 
resolution two or three times in consequence of 
the’ absence of the Senator from Ohio; but now 


that he has come in, I hope the Senate will take |) 


up the resolution. 
Mr. CHASE. 
make to it, except so far as it may interfere with 
the homestead bill. T shall vote against anything 
antl everything that interferes with that bil. I 
have suggested to the Senator from Indiana, that 
his resolution would probably be adopted without 
debate, provided he accepted an amendment requir- 
ing the publication of the several amendments pro- 
posed, and voted upon by yeas and nays, from 
time to time, which, I am assured by one of the 


ji 
in 
|: 


If it leads to any debate, I I 


I have waived calling up this | 


l have no further objection to |; 


| asa substitute for the bill now under consideration, 
iL will withdraw that amendment, 
i The PRESIDING OFFICER. The’ amend- 
| ment being withdrawn, the question recurs on the 
i motion of the Senator from Delaware { Mr. CLAY- 
| pox] to strike out the sixth section of the bill. 
Mr. BADGER. Does the Senator propose to 
insert anything in leu of it? | 
| Mr. CLAYTON. Not yet. i 
| Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Let the section be | 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


i 
i 
; 
|; 6 Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any free i 
|! white person now a resident of any one of the States or | 
Territories, and neta civzen of the United States. but at i 
he time of making such acquisition for the benefit of this | 
ct, shall have filed a declaration of intention as required | 
by the naturalization laws of the United States, and shall | 
|, become a citizen or the same betore the issuance of the pat 
iF 
i an equal footing with the native-born citizen of the 
H United States: Provided, That the benefits ol tbis act shall | 
li not extend ‘0 the children, heirs, or devisees of atiens, born | 
out of the United States, who are twenty one years of age, 
|) until they shall file their dectaration to become citizens of 
(ithe United States: Provided further, That foreign born 
{| persons wha fail to became citizens within six years from 
|) ihe date of their declaration of inteniien to become so shall 
i lose all rights under this act. And if avy person of the age 
| of sixteen years and upwards, born in the United States, 
| shall, before arriving al the age of twenty one years, make | 
jrcation for the benefit or this act, he shall be entitled | 
Provided however, That no patent shall issue in: 
favor of such applicant before he. shall have auained the | 
li age of twenty-one.”? 


upon 


i 
| 


H app 
ii thereto: 


i 
ii 


i 


ent, as made and provided for Tn this act, shall be placed |; 


| BASTIAN. } 


Mr. FOOT... Before the.vate 


to.say. that, on. this questions t 
with the absent Senator fron 


Mr, SLUART.. I, wish the Secretar 
what is proposed to be inserted iniplace.o 
secilon. <a dunes 

The PRESIDING OFFICER... The 
no propesition to insert. 


Mr. SEUART.. Certainly. the Chair 
the other: dayand very correcity, thata moti 
strike out and insert was not divisible; and th 


question must.be taken on the. whole prop: 


originally submitted by the Senator frem. Delar ` 


ware, lo strike out the sixth section, and-insert,.a 
provision in lieu of it, : 
Mr, CLAYTON, 
to. insert. x : eer 
Mr. STUART. I believe that could not. be 
withdrawn without unanimous consent, and that: 
was not given. ; . Sia hea cae 
Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir, it- was given 
Mr. SEUART.. The. Senator. feom: India 
[Mr. Brient) was occupying the chair w etin 
and I asked. him myself if the amendment w 
withdrawn, and he said.not. . ae: 
Mr. CLAYTON. The proposition. toin 
was withdrawn three or four days ago, and: 
motion now is to strike out. E: mean; too 
another proposition afterwards. > e 
The PRESIDING OFFICER.: The. recoller 
tion of the Chair is, that the Senator trom Dela: 
ware signified his desire to withdraw that portion, 
of his amendment which proposed to ingert, at, 
the same time giving notice that he would. difer 
again if the motion to strike out prevailed. ; 
Mr. STUART. I recollect distinctly what o¢-, 
curred at the time. 
the Chair, when the Senator from Delaware made 
the suggestion. I inquired of the Chair if it was. 
done. He said, no. tasked him if it could.be 
done upon the motion of the Senator, without the, 
unanimous consent of the Senate; and he gaid,.noy, 
because the yeas and nays. had been ordered upo; 
it. That is what. occurred at the time. c., 
The PRESIDING. OFFICER. | ‘The. pr 
occupant of the chair was not presiding at th 
time; but he is of the opinion: that the. question: 
now iæsimply on. the motion to strike ont, ojos 
Mr. BADGER. As to the suggestion, that, 
after the yeas and nays have been ordered, it res, 
quires the unanimous consent to withdraw the 
amendment, it is certainly not so under the role.. 
That rule was amended to its present form while. 
the late Vice President of the United States was our 
Presiding Officer. Hedecided the question when it, 
once arese inthe Senate. He held that the worda 
“without leave of the Senate” applied to all the, 
previous matter, and, therefore, if the Senate cone 
sented, it could be withdrawn if the yeas and. nays 
were ordered, ; ee 
Mr. FISH. I desire to say that upon this.vote 
and upon this bill, my colleague, [ Vr. SEWARD} 
having been compelled to leave the city, nured off. 
with the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Coop- 
er.] My colleague would have voted against the S 
amendment. 
The question heing taken by yeas and nayss: 
resulted—yeus 19, nays 29: 
YEAS—Messrs Adams, Badger, 


] withdraw the proposition: 


Bayard, Benjamin,, 


| Brodhead. Butter, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Evans, Pitz- 
Y, yum, ‘ ; 


patrick, Geyer, Hamlin, Hauter, Mason, Norris, Pearce, 

Thompson of Kentucky, and Williams—t9. i 
NAYS—Mee=rs. Allen, Alchison, Bright, Rrown, Cassy 

Chase, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Powa, Doug: 


las, Fessenden, Fish. Gillette, Gwin, James, Johnson, Jones 


| of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Perit, Rockwell, Shields, 


Slide, Stuart, Sumner, Toombs, Toucey, 
and Weller—29. 

So the motion to strike-out the section was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. Withan earnest desire to bring’ 
the consideration of this subject to a close at the, 
earhest possible time, and after considerable con- 
sultation upon the subject, | propose to offer what 
{hold in my handas a substitute for this bil, 

Mr. BROWN. [object to the offering of the: 
substitute, until the bill has been perfected. by, 
sections. i 

Mr. STUART. I have the right to offer it.” 

Mr. BROWN. Ido notthink the Senator has 
the right to offer ity but if asubstitute is in order, 

I have already a substitute pending. | gave notice 
three months ago,and before any amendment was, 4 
offered, of my intention to propose.a substitute, 


Wade, Walker, 


I was standing at the side of, y 


Ea 


July 17, . 


tute. 
of the rules upon the subject. 

Mr. BROWN. 1 wish, before the Chair de- 
cides that question, to recall to mind, that more 
than two months-ago I proposed a substitute to 
this biil, and sent it to the Secretary ’s desk, where 
I suppose it has been lying ever since. It is cer- 
tainly in advance of the one which the Senator 
proposes this morning. A few daysago, too, I gave 
notice of the substitute which I had laid upon the 
Secretary's desk and had printed, and upon which 
I had the honor at some length to address the 
Senate. 1 think it has precedence of the substi- 
tute now proposed, which is not now in order, 
because it cannot be considered until we shall per- 
fect the bill. I have a very important amendment 
here to offer to the bill itself. 

“Mr. STUART. This question of order, which 
has incidefitally come up, may, I think, be dis- 
posed of very easily. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi, as he suggests, has given notice of his 


intention to offer a substitute for the bill. He has 
not offered it at this time. The Journals of the 
Senate do not show that he has offered it. Hehas 


only given notice of his intention todo so. Now, 
sir, 1 have the floor and propose to offer a substi- 
tute for the bill, and that certainly is in order. 
After itis offered any Senator can offer amend- 
mentggo the original bill, and no matter how many 
they may be they must all be disposed of before 
the question is taken on the substitute. That is 
certainly parliamentary law, and according to the 
rules of the Senate, 

Mr. BROWN. [I respectfully suggest that all 
that the Senator can do at this stage of the pro- 
ceedings, is to give notice of his intention to intro- 
duce the substitute. He cannot move it until we 
have perfected the bill, because if he does, all 
amendments must come in as amendments to the 
substitute. We have the right to movean amend- 
ment, and then an amendment to an amendment. 
If then the substitute be the pending amendment, 
the amendments offered must be to the substitute, 
and to nothing else. The Senator may file his 
notice of intention to do this, but he cannot do it 
until we have gone through with the bill. 

Mr, HUNTER. [believe it is the invariable 
practice of the Senate to move a substitute which 
is in the nature of an amendment. It cannot be 
moved as long as there is anamendment pending, 
but when there is no amendment pending, a sub- 
stitute may be moved, That, however, does not 
take away the right of other persons to move to 
perfect the bill before the vote is taken on the sub- 
stitute, 

Mr. BROWN. Very well, go on. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
whether, if the motion of the Senator from Mich- 
igan is entertained, I can then offer an amendment 
to the original bill? 

Several Senarors. Certainly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Apams in 
the chair.) The Chair will state what he under- 
stands to be the correct rule. The bill may be 
perfected by every amendment that may be pro- 
posed by a Senator. Atany time that a Senator 
obtains the floor, he may offer a substitute, yet 
the substitute cannot be considered until all the 
amendments to the original bill are considered. 
Then, when that is done, the question of priority 
Fs to the substitutes will be determined by the 

hair. 

Mr. BROWN. Do I understand, then, that 
the substitute is introduced, and is now before the 
Senate? é 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir; the 
Senator ftom Michigan has obtained the floor, and 
has a right to offer his substitute, but it cannot be 
considered until all other amendments which may 
be offered to the original bill are disposed of. 
When such amendments have been disposed of, 
the Chair will decide which substitute has priority. 

Mr. BROWN. Then ! wish to move an 
amendment to the Senator’s amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That cannot 
be considered now. 


Mr. BROWN. If the Senator has not got his 


“substitute before the Senate yet, I withdraw it. 


Mr, STUART. If the Senate will allow mea 


ti 


‘ticular road or canal. 


| bil 


nature of a substitute. 
the provisions of the homestead bill of the House, 
adding to it the price of twenty-five cents an acre 
for the land, except in cases where the land has 
been in the market over thirty years, in which case 


it is twelve and a half cents. It retains the five 
years possession for the purposes of cultivation 
before the settler can perfect his title by a patent, 
unless he chooses in the mean time to pay the 
whole graduated price of the land. Then he may 
perfect his title. In respect to the qualifications 
of the persons who can take under the homestead 
principie—they are to be those who are entitled to 
preémption under the laws of the United States, 


who, as everybody knows, must be citizens of | 


the United States, or those who have declared their 
intention to become such. “That relates to the 
Territories. In the States, any person who is 
entitled to hold land under the existing law of the 
State in which the application is made, may enter 
and avail himself of the homestead provision. 
The substitute also covers a graduation principle, 
such as I stated the other day, in respect to the 
length of time the lands have been in the market; 
and for the purpose of the construction of rail- 
roads or canals, it authorizes the States to take 
and receive the lands at the graduated price, and 
appropriate them for the construction of the par- 
That is to be done by the 


act of the Legislature at its general session. I 


now offer the substitute with the hope that it may | 


meet the approbation of a majority of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr.GWIN. Itis very long. 
ing of it at this time may be dispensed with. 

Mr. STUART. I ask that it may be printed, 
so that, in case we do not get to a vote to-day, we 
may have it printed for our use to-morrow. 

Mr. BROWN.’ I ask for the reading of the 
first section of the substitute. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


«That the minimum price of the public lands of the 
United States shall remain unchanged until the conimence- 
ment of the fiscal year, beginning July 1, 1855, and after that 
period the price shall be reduced according to the following 
acales: All lands which shall have been offered at public 
sale, and remaining unsold five years, shall be reduced to the 
price of one dollar per acre; all lands which have been 
offered at public sale, and remaining unsold ten years—— 


Mr. BROWN. That is enough. I move to 
amend by striking out all after the word, ‘* that,” 
and inserting what I send to the Chair. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I desire to understand 
whether the order to print thesubstitute was made 
by unanimous consent. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


was not taken; but if there be no objection, the | 


order will be made. The motion to amend the 
substitute cannot be considered until the original 
is perfected. 
Mr. TOUCEY. 
amendment, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not under 
consideration yet. 

Mr. HUNTER. Has the substitute not been 
offered by the Senator from Michigan? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has been 
offered, but it has been indicated that there are 
pmendments still to be proposed to the original 

ill. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. But asa sub- 
stitute it cannot be considered until all amend- 
ments to the original bill have been disposed of. 

Mr. HUNTER. It,is true that such amend- 
ments have precedence, but still this is pending. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
case; but it cannot be considered yet. 

Mr. BROWN. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out all after the word ‘‘ that,” 
in the first line, and inserting what I send to the 
Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not in 
order at this time. 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly, if itis in order to 
move an amendment, it is in order to move an 
amendment to the amendment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 


I call for the reading of the 


It will be read. | 
I bope the read- į 


Still it is pending as an i 


| considered in any way until the bill is perfected, 
i 


! . - 
i| pending as an amendment, comes up for consid- 


Mr. GWIN. I desire to offer an amendment 
to the original bill. Is it in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PEARCE. [| ask the Presiding Officer to 
keep some order in the Chamber. itis absolutely 
impossible for Senators to hear anything which is, 
announced by the Chair, or by any member. L 
omitted to make some remarks in a proper place, 
which I should have made, on that account. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The noise and confusion 
is principally in the galleries and lobbies., 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
request Senators to hold their conversation else- 
where, or the incumbent of the Chair will not pro- 
ceed with business until order can be preserved. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to make an in- 
quiry with regard to a point of order. 1 want to 
know of the Chair whether the substitute of the 
Senator from Mississippi, which was offered some- 
time since, is not in order before the substitute of 
the Senator from Michigan ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
State to the Senator that neither is in order. Both 
my be offered, but neither can be voted upon 
vtl the amendments to the original bill shall: be 

isposed of. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, Lam in favor of 

e original bill as it came from the House. I 
have been opposed to any amendments to thavbill. 
When amendments were proposed a few days ago, 
I did not vote upon them, because I- was not here; 
but if I had been here I should have voted against 
them, because I am opposed to amending the bill 
atall. It may not bea perfect bill, such a one as 
I should prefer if I had the forming of it, butitis 
a bill sent to us from the House, and I wish to 
pass it as it is. 

But, Mr. President, inasmuch as the bill has 
been amended, | wish to offer two amendments, 
l| which I presume will make it more acceptable to 
a number of the members of the Senate; and if 
those amendments be adopted, which are offered 
by meas a friend of the vill, to perfect it, to make 
it more acceptable to the Senate, then I intend to 
contest, and I hope successfully, against the sub- 
stitute offered by the Senator from Michigan. 
The proposition which 1 make is to strike out the 
words ‘free of cost?’ in the first section, and in- 
sert in lieu of them * at twenty-five cents an acre, 
payable when the patent shal! have issued.” The 
section will then read: 

“That any free white persons who is the head ofa fam- 
ily, or who hag arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and 
is a citizen of the United States shall, from and after the 
passage of this act, be entitled to enter at twenty five cents 
an acre, payable when the patent shall have issued, one 
quarter section,” &e. ` 

My object in offering this amendment is to re- 
lieve the consciences of some gentlemen whothink 
it is not constitutional to give away the public 
domain. That does not influence me very much; 
but Í am willing to have this amendment made so 
as to get clear of this objection, which operates 
upon some members of this body very seriously. 
The other amendment I propose is in the fourth 
section. That section now reads: 

« That all lands aequired under the provisions of this act 
shall in no event become liable to the satisfaction of any 
debt or debts contracted prior to the issuing of the patent 
therefore. ”? 

I move to strike out the word “contracted,” 
so that it will read: 

c That ail Jands acquired under the provisions of this act 
shall in no event become liable to the satisfaction of any 
debt or debts prior to the issuing of the patent therefore.” 

The object is, that, when the patent has issued, 
the lands shall be subject to debts, whether con- 
tracted before or after the issuing of the patent. 
Thatis another objection to the bill which 1 wish 
to obviate. I hope these amendments will be 
adopted without opposition, in order that we may 
be prepared to combat the substitute offered by the 
Senator from Michigan. 

Mr.BRODHEAD. Mr. President, I intended 
to offer similar amendments to those now submit- 
ted by the honorable Senator from California. I 
| intended to offer an amendment to fix the price at 


li fifty cents; and I now moveto amend the amend- 
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ment of the Senator from California, by striking 
out twenty-five cents and inserting fifty cents. My 
intention was originally to amend the section by 
striking out the words ‘‘free of cost,” and insert- 
ing “for the sum of fifty cents an acre upon the 
terms and conditions hereinafter prescribed.” I 
intended also,instead of moving to amend the fourth | 
section as suggested by the Senator from Califor- 

nia, to move to strike it out altogether, because we 

have no right to pass a bankrupt law for the new 

States, and not for the old ones. I designed further 

to move to amend the first section by striking out 

‘+five’’ and inserting “three,’’ so that, if we charge 

fifty cents an acre, I propose to give a patent at | 
the end of three, instead of five years. lt will 
thus be seen that my honorable friend from Cali- 
fornia and myself come pretty nearly together, and 
that the difference between us, is as to price per 
acre to be paid. He proposes twenty-five cents, 
and I propose fifty cents. | do not think twenty-five | 
cents will more than half compensate the Govern- 
ment, nor near it; while fifty cents will approxi- 
mate to the expenses the Government has been at 
in obtaining these lands. | 

Now, Mr. President, a word in regard to the 
suggestion of the honorable Senator from Michi- 

an. He has stated to the Senate that the sub- 
stitute which he proposes contains the homestead 
principle. Why, sir, it is a very different thing 
from that. The substitute which he proposes is 
the graduation principle. It also makes a grant 
of land to the States, and contains a provision for 
railroad companies. But, sir, it makes little differ- 
ence to me what it ignamed. If the friends of the 
homestead bill are Aout to abandon that, and call 
the graduation principle something else, I have no 
objection; but Í should like to have things called 
by their right names, The substitute proposed 
by the honorable Senator from Michigan does not 
contain a single feature of the homestead bill. The 
features of his proposition are very different from 
those of the homestead bill. His is the gradua- 
tion principle. It is the proposition of the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia [Mr Huwnrer] to 
cede the lands to the States in which they lie, on 
certain conditions; but as the friends of the home- 
stead biil choose to call the substitute of the hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan a homestead bill, I 
have no objection; but I dissent from the name 
which has been given to it by the Senator from 
Michigan. I rose, however, for the purpose of 
moving an amendment to the amendment of the | 
honorable Senator from California, to strike out 
twenty-five cents and insert fifty cents; and upon 
that lask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GWIN. Though I am notvery particular 
as to this point, I should rather have the price 
fixed at twenty-five cents. That proposition is 
offered by me more for the relief of gentlemen of 
tender conscience on the subject of the constitu- 
tional power of the Government, than for any 
other object. 1 would rather have the price fixed 
at ten cents than twenty-five cents, and a great 
deal prefer twenty-five to fifty cents. 

Sir, in regard to the substitute offered by the 
Senator from Michigan, | do not object to the 
graduation principle, or to the railroad grants con- 
tained in it; but Í think the two questions should 
be kept separate. If weare going to pass a home- 
stead bill, we should pass the one that has been 
before us for our consideration. We are at too | 
late a period of the session to introduce new and ; 
important questions, such as graduating the price | 
of the public lands, and transferring them to the 
Siates.. These are very grave questions. They 
tend to remodel the whole land system of the 
United States, and that is a matter which we | 
should approach with great caution and care, and | 
we should have plenty of time for the considera- 
tion of the important points involved. 

I know itis a favorite doctrine with represent- | 
atives from new Siates to have the whole of the 
lands granted to the States in which they lie. 1 
think, however, it is very doubtful whether that | 
is good policy. I think it may result in creating 
a great corruption fund to debauch the public 
men of those States. My experience has taught 
me that the best condition of things wecan havein 
the States of this Union is to have a poor Govern- 
ment and a rich people. 1 infinitely prefer giving | 
the publie lands away to actual setilers, to giving 
them to the States. Butif this bill is to be amend- 


ed so as to do that, I greatly prefer that a restric- | 


tion shall be put upon the States to require them 
to dispose of the lands to actual settlers 

Mr. SPUARE. If the Senator will allow me 
to interrupt him, I desire to make an appeal so 
him. The substitute which | have offered is not 
before the Senate. The appeal which I wish to 
make to the Senator is, that he shall offer his 
amendments, make such statements as he thinks 
necessary in order that the Senate shall understand 
them, and let us vote. If we liscuss every propo- 
sition to amend the original bill, this substitute, 
and everyssubstitute which may be offered, we 
shall not come to a vote at this session. 

Mr. GWIN. I have delayed this bill as little 
as anybody. Iam not in the habit of making 
long speeches, or rising to points of order, or any- 
thing of that sort which is calculated to interrupt 
business. All 1 wish to say is, that i hope the 
Senator from Pennsylvania will not offer his 
amendment to fix the price at fifty cents an acre. 
I prefer to have it fixed at twenty-five cents; and, 
inasmuch as he is not recognized as a friend of 
the homestead bill, 1 think he had better let those 
who are in favor of the bill perfect it according to 
their plans. If he will allow my amendment to 
be putin, and then move to strike out twenty-five 
and insert fifty, | shall be content. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If that could be done, I 
should be satisfied; but if twenty-five shall be in- 
serted, it will not then be in order to strike it out, 
and insert anything else. 

Mr. GWIN. Then let us have the vote. 

Mr. BRIGHT. This“ perfecting” of the bill, || 
as it is called, is but leading to the defeat of the 
bill, in my judgment. In the multiplicity of 
amendments which are being offered, we appear 
to have lost sight of the original proposition. 
Nothing has occurred to my mind, since this bill 


|| came before us, tending to convince or satisfy me || 
that we cannot pass the bill which came from the |; 


House, with some few amendments. At least I 
am unwilling to entertain any proposition which 
amounts to a substitute for the bil!, until we can 
have some vote on the original bill, satisfying me 
that a majority of the Senate is against it. 

Now, Í should greatly prefer if we were to go 
forward and make such amendments as Senators 
may think necessary, in order to preserve and per- 
petuate the principle contained in the bill as it 
came from the House. If we fail in that entirely, 
then I shall be willing to take up the proposiuon 
submitted by the honorable Senator from Michi- 
gan, which is understood to be the bill introduced 
originally by the Senator from Virginia. Thatis 
the next acceptable proposition to my mind. But 
I think ‘we should expedite business and bring 
this question to a close by going forward and per- 
fecting the bill, without offering any proposition 
that is intended as a substitute. I believe by adopt- 
ing that course we can pass the bill as it came 
from the House, with but few slight variations. 

Mr. GWIN. That is just what I have done; 
but the Senator, I understand, accuses me of at- 
tempting to defeat the bill, Iam trying to perfect 
the original bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Ihave understood the Senator 
from Caltfornia to be in favor of the billas it came 
from the House. 

Mr. GWIN. So I am, and now offer this 
amendment to make it more acceptable to gentle- 
men. Iam for the bill as itcame from the House. 
I have voted against any amendment; but inas- | 
much as it has been amended, I am willing to 
agree to the amendments | now propose, which 
will give strength to the bill. | 

Mr. PEARCE. The proposition of the Sen- 
ator from California, as I understand it, is to allow 
all persons described in the first section of the bill, 
that is, all citizens, native or naturalized, and also 
foreigners not naturalized, who come within the. 
provisions of the sixth section, to enter public 
lands by paying twenty five cents per acre, instead 
of obtaining them free of cost, as the bill proposes. 
This modification he introduces for the reason 
that it is necessary to satisfy the consciences of 
some gentlemen who think that Congress have 
not the constitutional power to give away this 
great public domain. Sir, it is not for me to reflect 
upon the motives or the opinions of any member 
of this body; but it is difficult for me to conceive 
how their consciences can be satisfied by so small 
a provision as this. The Senator has not assigned 
a solitary reason—which would satisfy a states- 
man-—for the project which he has just intro- 


duced; but, in this rëspeċt; he does hot differ fram 
any ‘of the advocates of this bill; for; from the b 
ginning to the end, | have not heard a sinple sens 
tence in the nature of argument, not the semblance” 
even of an excuse, for'the introduction of this great’ 
principle, as they call'it, of the homestesd bill, 
which is to supersede the established policy of th 
Government under which this country has grown 
great and has prospered most reniarkably from 
the very beginning. [ repeat, I have not'heard a 
solitary reason assigned for the adoption’ of this ` 
new principle, untess | must except the generat 
declaration that the public lands are to be improved 
by giving them away. BERS BBR, 
Sir, when the public lands were ceded by those : 
States which had claims to them, they were sup- 
posed to be a great national estate, to be adminis=< 
tered justly, prudently, and wisely by the Federat) 
Government, with a view to the benefit of all the’ 
States of the Union; and in this view it was néceg-: 
sary that we should establish some system under: 
which they should be sold. The resolution of 
October 10, 1780, adopted by the Congress of the: 
Confederation, declared “that the unappropri= 
ated lands that may be ceded or relinquished to thé: 
United States, by any particular State, pursuant’ 
to the recommendation of Congress, &c., shall. be. 
disposed of for the common benefit of the United: 
States,” &c. Accordingly, in 1781, New: York. 
made her cession, declaring that iv ** shall be and’ . 
inure for the use and benefit of such of the United: 
States as shall become members of the Federal Al- 
liance of the said States.” In 1784, Virginia, by 
her delegates, executed her deed of cession for the: 
common. benefit of the Union, and declared that the 
lands so ceded ‘* shall be considered as a common 


| fund for the use and benefit of such of the United 


States as have become or shall become members 
of the Confederation or Federal Alliance of the said 
States, &c., and shall be faithfully and bona fide dis- 
posed of for that purpose, and for no other use or. 
purpose whatsoever.” The cessions of the othet’ 
States were similar in character and intent. The 
land acquired from foreign Powers being purchased: 
by the common treasure, must also be held for the 
common use. In either case, the principle is clear’ 
that the lands must be disposed of bona Jide for. 
the common benefit. Ree es 

Now, if there is any gentleman here who be~ 
lieves that we cannot constitutionally give away 
the public Jands, but must sell them, why, then, 
it must be perfectly clear to him, that while it 


| would be a gross violation of that principle to put 
| the lands at so high a price as to prevent their 
sale, and to shut them up from public use, so it 


would be equally a violation of that principle to 
put them down to a price so low as to be far 
' beneath a reasonable, fair, and moderate valua: 
tion. If we are to administer-these lands as a 
great national property, in the disposal of which 
| all the States are to be benefited, and the general 
prosperity of the country advanced, we must sell | 
them neither at exorbitant nor at sham prices. I 
| think twenty-five cents an acre is a sham price. 
We have no more right to squander the lands 
under the pretext of selling them, than we have 
to prohibit their settlement, and prevent the dis- 
posal of them for the common good of the Union, 
by fixing the price at an amount which practically 


produces this result. 


| The early policy of the Government in regard to 


| the public lands was twofold in its objects. The first 


| object was to turn t 
| the common T 
j settlement, givin 
| 


i 
i 


| 
1 


| acre as the price Of the public lands. 
| we reduced that price to one dollar and twenty- 


! very bea 


hem into money for the use of 
reasury. The second to facilitate 
g easy terms of purchase to pèr- 
he West, and to emigrants who 
| desired to reside there. 

We began, it is true, 


| sons residing in t 


by fixing two dollars an 
Afterwards 


We went on as rapidly as our means 
would permit, and quite as fastas prudence would 
justify, in extinguishing Indian title, in doing 
which we have paid immense sums. Then we 
have provided for the survey of the lands upon a 
utiful and admirable system by which they: 
were arranged into townships, into sections, into 
quarter sections, and even laid off into parcels as 
small as forty acres. Then, after they had been 


five cents. 


| offered at public sale, and had not been bought in 
| at the minimum price, we allowed them to be en- 


tered at private sale by any individual who thought 
proper to do so, at the low rate of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents an acre; and ata later period we 
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adopted-a-general preémption. system, long-and 
much desired by the pioneersettlers on-the public. 
lands. ee Ge 
This was thought to be liberal policy... It was 
supposed to be eminently conducive to the growth 
and prosperity of the new: States.. Sir, it. has 
been.so. No one can deny it, and no one can say 
that their progress. has. been retarded in the smali- 
` est degree by our legislation ea the subject of the | 
public lands. Every one,.on the contrary, must 
admit that our legislation has been so liberal, and 
generous, and. paternal, that those States have ad- 
vanced with a-rapidity unknown in the history of 
nations, far surpassing the progress. which the į 
older States of this Union have made since the 
period of our independence, though they then pos- 
sessed so much more capital, and so many more | 
advantages.. Why, sir, how was it in 1810? In ji 
that year. the State of Ohio had a population of |, 
about forty-five thousand. What is she now? |! 


Her popylation is over two millions; it was with- 
in a fraction of that in 1850. In forty years her 
population had multiplied more than forty-fold 
and ber growth in every other respect was corres- |: 
ponding to her growth in population. She has It 
increased in wealth; she has improved in knowl- 
edge; she has increased in everything that goes 
to make up the power and prosperity of a great 
people, or to advance individual comfort and im- 
provement; and she siands at this day a proud 
result of a liberal, wise, and prudent system of 
administering the public domain such as no other 
nation on the face of the earth ever exhibited. Jn 
fact, nothing is to be compared to it. But this 
increase, great and magnificent as it has been, is 
no greater than that of other States of this Union 
which had no-existence at the period to which I 
have referred. Take the State of Indiana. In f 
1810 that State had a population of twenty-four |; 
thousand. tn 1850 she had nine hundred and |! 

| 


ninety-eight thousand. The increase of Illinois is 
equally marked, Her population of twelve thou- 
sand in 1810 had swollen, in 1850, to eight hun- 
dred and fifty-one thousand. Wisconsin, only 
organized asa Territory in 1835 or 1836, and with 
a population of thirty thousand in 1840, ts reported 
at the census of 1850 as having increased to three 
hundred and five thousand, 

Sir, the forest and the wilderness have been sub- 
dued with a rapidity unknown before. All those 
beneficent institutions of which we boast, and all 
the internal improvements which characterize our 
country’s progress, have grown up there equally, 
freely, and vastly more rapidly than they have 
in other parts of the country. What, then, is the 
ground of complaint? We have done nothing to 
retard the settlements of these new States. We 
have been bountiful to them in the way of gifts of 
lands. They have had ample donations for schools 
and universities, The sixteenth section in every 
township has been given for the use of schools. 
They have had five per cent, on thegross sales for | 
the benefit of roads. They have had enormous | 
grants for internal improvements of every deserip- |) 
tion. They have had some eight millions of acres i 
within the last few years for making railroads; || 
and to some of the owners of those railroads, |! 
understand, immense fortunes have been the result 1 
of this bounty on the part of Congress, We have | 
given away the swamp lands to the new States in ! 
which they lay, to the amount of about thirty-five | 
millions of acres. | believe within the last forty | 
or fifty years our grants of public lands to the new |i 

1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


States have amounted to over one hundred millions | 
of acres, The result of all this is the unparalleled 
progress of which I have spoken. 

Now, sir, when this isthe case, whatis the mo- 
tive for squandering this public domain of ours? 
What public necessity demands it? Whatneces- 
sity of any particular new State demands it? 
What benefit to individuals makes it necessary? 
And, above all, what principle of public policy has 
been pointed out to justify it? Are we going to 
forget so soon the determination which we came 
to a few days ago that we would not sanction elee- 
mogynary gifts of land by this Government. The 
Senate determined that they could not. F do not 
know whether all the majority which sustained 
the President’s veto of the bill giving lands for 
the benefit of asylums for theinsane hold the doc- 
trine that such grants are un:onstitutional, but at 
ail events, they determined that this Government i 
cannot properly give away the lands for elee- ij 
mosynary purposes, even when the grante are so i 


: apportioned as to be for the common benefit of all 


i made to tbe new States for education, and for in- 
| ternal improvements, al hough there have been 


: well founded ones | think; but they have never į 


: is now about to be reached and practiced under 


‘injustice to them, 


; among all, so that every one may not only havea 
“legal opportunity te get his share of it, but may 
: have an actual and practical opportunity to avail 
i himself of the benefits of it. That they cannot do 


the States in this respect... Are we, then, to give 
away the public lands, to actual setters, on the 
grouad of their inability to. pay for. them ? Be- | 
sides, siz, there is not an industrious and-honest 
man.. in the United, States, where labor is more 
highly rewarded than in any country in the world, 
who. cannot, with his unassisted labor, in the! 
course of one of two years, earn enough to pay 
for a sugdivision of the public jands, on which | 
he and his fausily may live with.comfort and in- 
creasing prosperny. Why, then, should we adopt 
this system? L have nut perceived, as yet, the | 
shadow of a reason given for it. i : 

Besides, sir, | do not believe that it is desired 
by the people of this country. | know it is notonly | 
not desired by, but that the bill is odious to the | 
people of my own State. They look-upon it asa | 
gross inequality and injustice. They have seen 
without complaint the large grants of public land 


complaints in regard to the railroad grants, and | 
{ 


been dissausfied with the liberality which has 
built up the new States so rapidly. There is, 
however, an abiding conviction with them that 
this is a seizing upou and squanderiug of that, in 
which they have an equal interest with the other || 
States of the Union; and that conviction will not |i 
be the less if you put upgn the public lands the i 
sham price of. twenty-five cents per acre which 
everybody knows is jar beneath their value, 

W by, sir, during the war of the Revolution, it 
is knowu tu Senators, | presume, that my State re- | 


fused to accede to the Confederation because this 
matter of the public lands was pot properly ad- į 
justed, and they only entered into it in February, | 
1781, utter Congress bad passed a resolation call- | 
i 
f 
í 


lug un the States to cede their wild lands for the | 
common benefit, The resolutions of the Legis- | 
lature of Maryland, adopted in 1779, set forth the | 
grounds of ther objections to the retention of 
these lands by the States which then laid claim to ; 
them, and amongst others was the very evil which 


this bill. ‘Lhey objected that the States retaining | 
these lands might put down the price far too low, | 
might fix it ata nominal sum, and thus endeavor | 
to drain, and, perhaps, succeed in draining the old | 
States of their population. To that immigration | 
which would follow naturally upon the wise and | 
liberal system of administering the public lands | 
to which | have referred, they did not olject; but | 
to anything beyond that they did object, and they | 
objectnow. ‘They feel now as they did then, that | 
this property cannot be squandered, or given 

away-—which is squandering it—except with gross 


l 
| 

Well, sir, it is proposed not only to give these | 
donations tv our own fellow citizens, but to give | 
them also to foreigners who are unnacaralized. | 
‘Lhat miereases the injustice, aud renders it sull | 
less a measure of common benefit to all the States; | 
for you will observe, sir, that under whatever pre- | 
text of its universal application this bill may be | 
advocated, it is manilest that not one man in a | 
hundred in the old States can avail himself profit- | 
ably of the opportunity which you here profess to H 
afford him to setle upon the publiclands. There are | 
great bodies of hurd-working, indusirious, honest 
men iu the country, in the new States as weil as 
in the old, skilled in particuiar arts and trades, | 
who have no capacity for, and no desire to engage | 
in agricultural employment, who cannot avail | 
themseives of this measure, and can derive no ; 
benefit from it. They cannot give up the trades | 
which are their sole means of obtaining a liveli- 
hood. They do not desire to do so. “They wish | 
to know why you adopta system, which, in prac- 
tice, however different the hy pothesis may be, will 
result in grants of the public property to one set of 
individuals, and a dental of it to them. Sir, itis 
a reasonable objection. if we are to have these 
largesses among the people, and Í consider this to 
be nothing less, let them be scattered broadcast 


under the system proposed in the bill or the 
amendment, 

But, sir, you propose to bring in foreigners who 
are not naturalized. ‘his is another grievan 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
i 
H 
i 


ce ij 


i joys. 


with them. “1.do.not mean to utter any sweeping 


denunciations against foreign immigrants, whom 
the beneficence of our instuutions may have in- 
vited to our shores, nor even against those who, 
without regard to our political. institutions, have 
supposed that here they could enjoy better oppor- 
tunities of material progress and. prosperity than 
they would have at home, .1 do not deny that 
many of the foreign immigrants are men ot, noble 
hearts, of gallant spirits, and cultivated under- 


| siandings—such as every good man would cher- 


ish. I know it, sir. 1 know that among a large 
portion of them who are not of that cultivated 
class, there arè honest, worthy people, who make 
good citizens when they have gone through the. 
precess which our laws properly require, who 
will assimilate with us,and not keep themselves 
in separate bodies, nor strive to maintain a distinct 
nationality, and refuse to mingle with the mass of 
Americans, and partake of, and become imbued 
with their nationality. | know that; but I know 
that besides these, there is quite.a large number 
of foreign immigrants who are not desirable, and 
not acceptable as inhabitants in our country. Tt 


iis only necessary to look at the statistics which 


we have in official documents to know that such 
is the fact. 

Why must we invite these people to accept 
donations of public lands before they ore natur- 
alized? Have they any claim of right? Some 
gentleman, I think, has spoken of it as a measure 
of justice. Whether he meant ju-tice to our- 
selves or justice to them, I do not know; but what 
claim can they have in the nature of right to an 
equal participation in these befits? Nasuraliza- 
tion iself is a boon to them. They have no right 
to it except as the laws confer it upon them, ft 
is true, sir, that we open our arms to them, we 
admit them to come into our country, to receive 
all the benefits of our general system of equal 
laws, to acquire property, and to obtain that pro- 
tection for life, person, reputation, and property, 
which every native and naturalized citizen en- 
Is not that enough? Are we so destitute 
of merit among ourseives that we must seek to 
invite this infusion among us with a view to the 
improvement of our national character? Jt might 
be thought so, it seems to me, from many. things 
which have fallen from gentlemen on this floor, 
though 1 can hardly suppose. that such was their 
meaning. i 

We boast of this being the freést, the most en- 
lightened, and the greatest nation on the earth, Tt 
is often asserted in congressional speeches. Though 
weare the greatest, freést, and most enlightened of 
nations, yet it seems we must invite, by extraor- 
dinary inducements, such as never were heard 
of before, these foreign immigrants, of all classes, 
and conditions, and characters, to come amongst 
us, as if fur the purpose of exalting our national 
character! J bardly think that our intellectual 
standard is likely to be more highly elevated by 
bringing in this class of people. 1 do not know 
that our moral character is likely to be gréatly im- 
proved. I suppose, myself, that no foreign admix- 
ture can raise the morals and mend the heart of 
the American people. If I thought so, I should 
blush for my country. 

Well, sir, have we not got all the practical skill 
and sagacity among our artizans which any other 


i nation on the earth can boast of? I had supposed 


that Yankee ingenuity, Yankee perseverance, Yan- 
kee untiring energy could not be beaten in the 
world. Why, then, do we invite foreigners by 
these extraordinary inducements? I admit that I 
am willing that they should come on the terms on 
which they have heretofore come; but | am not 


! willing to offer thesesuperfluous bounties to swell 


animmigration from what we call the down tredden 
nations of oppressed Europe, which is already. as 
large as a prudent liberality would desire. 

But, Mr. President, notwithstanding the re- 
spectability of a very large portion of these for- 
eign immigrants, there is another very large num- 
ber who ‘leave their country for their country’s 
good,” and who do not come here for ours. The 
statistics of crime prove this. In a-table furnished 
bythe Census Bureau, Í find that of abouttwenty- 
seven thousand convictions in our criminal courts 
during the year ending the 30:h of June, 1850, four- 
teen thousand were foreigners, and but thirteen 
thousand Americans. And what is the proportion 
of foreign population to the native? In 1650 there 
were two million two hundred thousand forsignere, 
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and upwards of twenty-one millions of native pop- 
ulation; so that whilst the proportion of nativeto 
foreign population was as ten to one, the amount 
of crimeis absolutely greater among foreign im- 
migrants than among native citizens; andit is to | 
be recollected that among these native citizens, as 
enumerated, are included*the negro population, 
_aniong whom the smaller class of offenses, such 
as petit larceny, are very numerous, [am not 
willing to furnish inducements to the vicious and 
depraved to come among us. | wish to keep this | 
class out. If we could segregate them, if we 
could discriminate between the worthy and un- 
worthy foreign immigrants, | should gladly re- 
ceive the former, and treat them with all the liber- 
ality which we have hitherto shown them, and | 
moreif that were possible; but the other class I | 
should desire to exclude altogether if] could. But | 
| 


no system has yet,been devised by which this can |: 


be accomplished. We are to look at things as 
they are, and to consider that if we adopt this 
system by which new inducements to immigra- 
tion are held oat, we shall be in fact inviting that 
class, among whom there is the greater proportion 
of criminals as well as those who merit our kind 


feelings. i f 
3 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I should like to inquire of 
my friend from Maryland whether he has turned 
his atten:ion to the statistics as to paupers or not? 
How does the number of paupers in our alms- 
houses and other public institutions compare, as 
between the foreign and native-born population? 

Mr. PEARCE I had looked at that, though 
I did not intend to mention it, lest I might be mis- 
understood. Ido not mean, when I answer the | 
Senator’s question, to throw any reproach upon 


these people for their poverty, but the same cen- || 


sus report states that there were 134,000 paupers 
who received support in 1850, and of these, 68,000 
were foreign, and 66,000 native-born. 1 will not 
weary the Senate by repeating or by expanding 
what [ have already said, but content myself with 
saying that numerous as may be, and are, the 
respectable people who come to our shores from 
abroad, there is a very large class of them who 
are the very reverse of desirable citizens. We | 
make no discrimination between them in this bill, 

and we cannot make any discrimination, Ihave 

said that the foreign immigration to this country 


is quite large enough already, and needs no addi- | 


tional stimulus. Why, sir, the number ofimmi 


grants who came into this country some years ago, |} 


even as far back as 1849, f think, was about 300,000 
in one year; but I understand that the number is 
increasing, anid that during the last four years 


in the United States. 
Now, Í can very well comprehend why a State, 
feeble, small in population, without military re- 


| 
I 
sources, in danger from enemies who are near it, |, 
| 
| 


might seek to build up rapidly its population and 
strength by extraordinary indacements to foreign 
immigrants, even by giving them jands free of 
cost; but that is not our case. It never was so. 
When we were a people of but two anda half or 


three millions of souls, we maintained ourselves i 


in a vigorous and prosperous independence, and 
found it unnecessary to throw our country epen 
to all the world by free grants of land. it was 


not necessary for us even then to have such an | 


infusion of foreign population as would overcame i 
the native fd make that portion pars minima sui. | 
Still less is it necessary now. Nobody can doubt 
that the progress of ahis country in every element | 
of national greatness is such, that it now stands | 
without the fear of an enemy anywhere. Indeed, | 
sir, we are apt to say, in that boastful spirit which | 

| 

H 


1 fear characterizes us a little too much, that we || 


are “confident against the world in arms;’’ and, 
extravagant as it may seem, I do not know but 
that it is true. 

This being the case, sir, I ask some one to point 
out to me the motive for departing from the old 
established system, under which we have grown 
so great and been so prosperous, and introducing 
this new principle, which is new, I think, more 
especially in this: that it seems to treat this great 
national damain, as if it were a nuisance to be 
abated, or a burden; not merely a worthless thing. 


| 
| 


but a positive burden, which we must cast off) 


onr shoulders and throw down for whoever is | 
willing to takeitup. Sir, [desire in our legisla- | 
tion bere to facilitate the settlement of the new. 
States, but I think they are settled quite as fast as 


æ 


|; mote situation, whose generally barren sail, con- 


H 

|; extraneous force. | 

‘about 1 500,000 foreign passengers have arrived |! 
| 

| 


i to enter into such a compact, | believe, by resolu- jį 


i iy, and may, perhaps, think it was a mere obiler 


! any reasonable desire on their part could demand. 
| Seeing no reason why-wesbould depart from our 
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| for the bill in its present shape, or with any modi-, 


nal price affixed to the land. 

While | would generally adhere to our present 
system, there are certain portions of the country 
in which, from peculiar circumstances; it may be | 
politic and proper to grant jands to- settlers—as in 
New Mexico—whose sparse population and re- 


| taining only spots of land cultivable by irrigation; | 
‘and whose exposure to constant Indian forays | 
| makes it mest undesirable to the settler. There | 
| 
i 
i 


| it may be for the benefit of the common treasury 
of the people, as weil as-the particular interest cf 
the inhabitants, to encourage such immigration 
as may give population and strength enough to 
secure the peace and protection of all. But, in 
the greater portion of the public domain, all the 
perils of the pioneer life have passedaway. Men 
no longer have to plow with their guns slung 
: across their shoulders, as was the case with the 
i early Kentucky settlers. They break the wilder- 
; ness and subdue the forest jn the confidence of 
| perfect safety. 
| I do not mean to detain the Senate much longer, 

| but there is one point to which I wish to call at- 

i tention, and | do so because { am unwilling that 
i the authority of the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 

| Cass,] should be given to a legal principle, which | 
i 

| 

i 

| 

| 

| 

i 

{ 


l consider entirely unsound. In the course of 
debate the other day, the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. Cray] made an objection to the bill, that 
under its provisions the land States might in cer- 
tain cases which he specified, be restrained from 
| exercising the taxing power as in other cases, and 
: that the period within which the parties favored by 
i this bill would be able to hold the land, without 
i 


i being taxed, would be extended by its operation; 
i and he relied upon the compacts made between the 
| United States and thenew State, and particularly j 
‘with his own State, Alabama, which he men- 
| tioned as preventing the State from taxing lands 
| while still held by the Government, and for which 
: no patent had issued. The Senator from Michi- 
| gan contested this principle. He thought there 
were but two States in the Union which had made |; 
perfect compacts with the Government of the || 
United States, in regard to the taxing power over |) 
| the public lands. | 

Mr. CASS. I said fair compacts, without any li 


Mr. PEARCE. Without any extraneous force. 
Weil, sir, E understand that the extraneous force 
which was used wasthis: Where the Congress of 
the United States have passed an act authorizing £ 


ease before ys,» wini k Fapt, 


a Territory to form a State government, with a 


: upon them certain conditions. Among others, 
there was the condition that they should not tax 
the lands belonging to the United States within 
the limits of those States. These new State gov- 
ernments have generally or always been required 


on of their convention, agreeing to the stipula- ji 
tions on that subject in the act of Congress; and |; 
Í believe that all the States have so agreed, where || 
it has been proposed to them. |i 
But, sir, what I mean to say is, that the author- | 

{ 


| froin taxation, does not depend upon compact. It 
i rests upon constitutional authority, independent 
| of all compact. I mean to say, that it has been 
| saalecided by the highest tribunal in the land. I 
| know the Senator from Michigan thinks other- 
‘wise. Ele thinks the opinion is a doubtful author- 


H 
{ 
| 
| 
i 
| 
i 
ji 
| 
i 
i 
i 


but [ believe } can show that it is notan |; 


dictum; 

obiter dictum, that it was the opin‘on of the court |! 
; upon a point necessarily involved in the decision ; 
‘of the case. There is a case reported in Third | 
Howard, which came from Alabama, in which the |: 
title to certain land that had Leen overflowed with |i 
water was contested—one party claiming it under |i 
the United States, and another denying that title. |: 
: Mr. Justice McKinley delivered the opinion of the |) 

Supreme Court, and | find that opinion contains 


i 
| | 
| this language: | 
i a We will now inguire into the nature and extent of the ) 
| right of the United States to these lauds, aud whether that 


| view of entering into the Union, they have imposed |} $ l ay 
: i that where a State was admitted into the: Union 


the dec 
Bop Bs Bete 
think the United States hold the public lands. wi 
Smtes by force of the deeds OF ¢ m, H 
nected with them, and’ not by any 
which it may bë supposed they pos 


right-can in-any mannéraifestorcontral 


erer 


intention of the deeds. of cession? . See 


He says: “ The argument so much reledan b 
the counsel forthe plaintiffs’—«which argument, 
based on. the right of the-Governmenvon compact 
between the State.and the United States; is fot 
sound, and adds that it ‘cannot operate as a oi- 
tract between the parties, butis-binding as a lawy? 
and he gives the reason for ite) (600 cesy Wii 

“ Full power is given to Cmigress tò make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the territory ‘or otherprep- 
erty of the United, States,’ | This audiori2ed: the 
of ail Jaws necessary fo secure the righis of the 
States to the public lands, and to provide for their Sal 
to protect them from taxation. ý : aoea E 

© Aud all constitutional laws are binding on the people, 
in thenew States and in-the old. ones, wheher. they con- 
sent to be bound by thei or nou” Every coustituvional act 


of Congress is passed by the will of the people ef the Tiit- 


ted Stales, expressed through their representatives,on the 
subject-matter of the enactnent; and when so passed it pa- 
emnes the supreme Jaw of the and, and operates by wa 
force on the subjret-matter, i whatever State or 'T'drritory 
it may happen to be. ` i ot fed N, 

fhe propositions submitted to the people: of the Alas 


bama Territory, for their acceptance or rejection, by We 
Ys pt jeenon, by. 


aet of Congress authorizing them to form a constitution and 
State government for themselves, so far as they related to 
the public tands within that Territory, amounted to nothing 
more nor less than rules and regulations respecting the sates 
aud disposition of the public lauds. ‘hs 

‘Phe supposed compact relied on by the counsel for the 
plaintiffs, coaterred no authority, therefore, on Congress 
ty pass the act granting to the plaintiffs the land in contro® 


| versy.%—Pollurd’s Lessee vs. Hagan et. ul, 3 Howard— 


212, Fe. i 

Congress have a right, under the Constitution, 
to dispose of, and make all needful rules and reg» 
ulations respecting, the territory or other property 
of the United States; and, therefore, according 
to the justice who delivered the opinion of the 
courtin this case, they have a right to make en- 
actments having the same force as any compact 
would have. Such an enactment is found ‘in the 
provisions of the laws authoriaing the ‘Territories 
to form constitutions with a view to ‘admission 


‘into the Union as States upon the terms mene 


tioned, and those terms are equally binding and 


| obligatory upon the States as though the: agree- 


ment were really and truly a compact, and had 
all the force which a compact can have. : 

Sir, Lonly mention this because I understood 
the authority of the Senator from Michigan to be 
the other way. He intimated a doubt whether 
these lands were not taxable by the United States 
except where a compact had been made between 
the United Siates, which was: a fair and: proper 
compact. I suppose, indeed, he intended’tosay 


by an act of Congress, which imposed: upon it 
certain. conditions, those conditions: were invalid 
unless the State assented to them in some very 
precise form. 

Mr. CASS. I stated that was the opinion of 
the Supreme Court. 

Mr. PEARCE. The opinion of the Supreme 
Court, from which l have read, signifies the con- 
trary, and it is the opinion of the Court though 
delivered by a single judge, for it was not dis+ 
sented irom except by Judge Catron, (who, as I 
understand him, held the compact between Ala- 


‘ bama and the United Statesto be valid and conclu- 


sive,) and it wasessential to thedetermination of the 
question, and must be therefore taken to be the 
iaw of the land as expounded by that Court. I 
shall not further trouble the Senate. = ` 

Mr. CASS. `I havea few words to say on the 


ii point which has been {raised by the Senator from 


Maryland, and I will not detain the Senate long, 
for I have already discussed this matter. The. 
question is, whether the lands of the United States 
within the States are ipso fucto exempted from 
taxation? There is no such provision in the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. PEARCE. ‘That is not what I stated. I 
say Congress has the power, without the assent 
of the Siate, to declare the public lands to be ex- 
empt from taxation. ` 

Mr. CASS. 1 will put it in those terms. Then 
the Senator’s proposition is, that Congress has 


| power to prevent the lands of the-United States 


ve yesrrved 


Mea 


e 
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from being taxed by the Legislatures of. the sev- 
seral: States. That provision is not in the Consti- 

` tution; it must, therefore, be deduced from some 
other provision or some general principle. 

Sir,as I said the other day, as early as 1785, 
the Congress of the United States, under the Con- 
federation, declared that their lands should forever 
be exempt from taxation. .They:made that one 
of the articles of compact * irrepealable,”? oetween 
the United States and the northwestern States, and 
it is. to- be observed that this was one of the princi- 
pal irrepealable articles of the compact. Now let 
us see whatis the effect in relation to them. Why, 
sir, they have been declared, by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, to be utterly void and 
‘without effect. In December, 1850, Chief Justice 
Taney delivered the opinion of the court upon the 
subject, in the following words: 

«But it has been settled by judicial decision in this 
court, that the ordinance is not In force. Among other 
reasons, because it derogates froin the rights of the States, 


and would place the new States ina position inferior to the 
old ones,” 


That is precisely the very point in issue. If 
the United States have no authority to declare 
their land exempt from taxation in Pennsylvania, 
Task you where is their authority to declare it in 
Ohio; because, the honorable Senator will observe, 
itis their ‘* property” every where that is subject to 
these “rules and regulations.” It is not only 
their territory, but all their property, wherever 
situated. leis precisely because it is in deroga- 
tion of the rights of the new States that they have 
no more authority to do this in the new States 
than in the old ones. 

Well, Mr. President, what has been the practi- 
cal effect? Why, from the commencement of the 
Government, whenever a new State has been ad- 
mitted, Congress, in some shape or other, have 
supposed it necessary to exempt the lands of the 
United States from taxation, ard it has been done 
generally by compact. In the first four States, as 

observed on a previous occasion, Ohio, Indiana, 
Ilinois, and Missouri, the public lands were de- 
clared exempt from taxation by virtue of the au- 
thority of Congress, without any compact or de- 
claration on the part of these States atall. Doubts 
seem then to have arisen as to how far the National 
Legislature had the right to make that declara- 
tion. What did they do then? They wenton to 
say to the new States, “ You shall declare by an 
irrepealable compact that you have no right to tax 
the lands of the United States within your juris- 
diction, or you shall not come into the Union.” 
‘That is the way in which the United States got 
this exemption. They declared it to be a funda- 
mental article to which the new States must as- 
sent before they came into the Union. It was 
that to which I alluded, when I said there were 
but two States in this Union—Michigan and Ar- 
kansas—with whom a compact was made such as 
wonld be made between individuals, Those States 
were fairly allowed to come into the Union, and 
were fairly offered certain considerations by virtue 
of which they yielded the right of taxation. 

Have the United States been playing a game 
from that day to this? If they had a right to ex- 
empt their land from taxation by statutory regu- 
lation, why did they require compacts from the 
States surrendering the right? l repeat to the 
honorable Senator from Maryland, is not this 
claim for exemption in derogation of the rights of 
the new States, and does it not place them in an 
entirely different condition from the old States? 

l say, again, it is the “ property’’ of the United 
States, wherever situated, on which the provisions 
of the Constitutian, to which the Senator has re- 
ferred, operates. Jt is not the property of the 
United States in Ohio, but in Pennsylvania, and 


wherever they have any “territory or other | 
Tf i 


property,” upon which that clause operates. 
they havea right, without a compact and without 
action on the part of the State, to declare the 
land of the United States exempt from taxation 
in Ohio, they have the same right to declare it 
exempt in Pennsylvania. 

Now, a few words in respect to the case which 
the honorable Senator mentions. 
stand it atallas he does. J understand that to be 
a case in which title was gained by accretion, and 
the question arose under it, to whom did the em- 
inent domain belong in the new States: tothe Uni- 
ted States, who were the owners of land, orto the 
States who had the jurisdiction? The Supreme 


dreni the language which the honorable Senator has 


| provide, by an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent i 


|| municipal sovereignty. We give up to the States 
Į do not under- || 


|! Federal Government, preserving, however, within 


Court decided, very correctly, that the eminent 
domain belonged to the States. This question as 
to the right of taxation was not touched at all; | 


read was the view of the judge who delivered the 
opinion, and not at all necessary to the case in 
hand. . 

I have the authority of a very high judicial 
officer of this Union for saying that the point has 
never been decided by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. The point as to the power to tax | 
that portion of the property of the United States 
necessary to be employed in the operations of the 
Government has, in one or more of the circuits, ii 
been determined. It has been decided that.it 
could not be taxed, because thereby the operations 
of the Government might be suspended, and for 
that reason alone. No man pretends to say that | 
the immense western domain, constituting almost 
a world in itself, is necessary to the operations of 
the Government of the United States, and should 
therefore be exempt from taxation. It is not like | 
a mint, or a court-house, or other public building, į 
around which it may be necessary to have asmali 
tract of land, which should be exempt from tax- 
ation. I understand that to be the pointon which 
Í the circuit courts have been divided, and the only | 
point upon which the right of taxation has been 
| decided by any judicial officer. Taver again, that || 
the Supreme Court, as such, has never decided H 
that tbe States had not the right to tax the lands || 
lof the United States within their jurisdiction. | 
Why shouid they not, in reason, in law, in equity? | 
Why should not the United States pay their full 


proportion of the expenses necessary to carry on || 
the operations of Government where their Jands |, 
lie, which give them all their value, and tend to |} 
bring a great deal of it into use? i 

Mr. PEARCE. I have but a few words to say |; 
in reply to the Senator. He has referred to the 
| compacts made by the new States. Now I have | 
before me, for example, the statate which author- | 
ized Alabama to form a constitution, with a view | 
to admission into the Union, and { find in it this |; 
provision: 

“And provided always, That the said convention shall 


of the United States, that the people inhabiting the said 
Territory do agree and declare, that they forever disclaim 
all right and title to the waste or unappropriated lands 
jying within the said Territory ; and that the same shall be | 
and remain at the sole and entire disposition of the United 
States, and that no tax shall be imposed on lands the prop- 
erty of the United States,” &c. i] 

Mr. CASS. Thatis one of the terms of ad- | 
mission. i 

Mr. PEARCE. That State accepted the terms. | 

Mr. CASS. lt was one of the terms without ! 
agreeing to which it was provided she could not i 
come in. i 

Mr. PEARCE. Precisely; and she assented j| 
torit. i 

Mr. CASS. She did. 

Mr. PEARCE. And why should she not? 
| Unquestionably we had a right to admit or not, 
| as we thought proper. 
| Mr. CASS. But you had no right to admit on 
condition. That is the very point which the Su- 
preme Court have decided. 

Mr. PEARCE. If the agreement were made | 
| two years before admission, or subsequently, it is | 
| the same thing, and there is as much compulsion | 

i 
! 
i 


| 
| 
| 
| 


in the one case as in the other. Let mesay tothe 
| Senator, there is this difference between exempting 
from taxation lands which the Government of the 
United States may hold in Pennsylvania, and those 
which it may hold in the new States. The lands | 
in Pennsylvania were the property of the State, 
or of her citizens, and were all under the jurisdic- 
tion of Pennsylvania before this Government was 
formed. We acquire them as any individual does 
—subject to her jurisdiction, unless she assents to 
the purchase, and thereby releases her jurisdiction, | 
But in regard to the new States it is otherwise. || 
Weare proprietor of public lands there, and we i 

had municipal sovereignty, too, until they were 
| admitted as States, and we thus transferred our 


full jurisdiction over all those subjects which, be- 
fore their admission as States, belonged to the 


| their limits, the unappropriated lands we owned, 
i free from any taxation by them; and this, the 
, Supreme Court has said, we have a constitutional 


right to do. The State comes in with that condi- 


tion. -Even if she does not assent to it, as I under- 
stand the decision of the Supreme Court, it is 
binding on her because it is an- enactment by the 
Government of the United States, at a time when 
she has a right to enact; for she has the right 
to enact before the Territory itself had become a 
State. - That is the answer. 

Mr. CASS. 1 have great respect for the honor- 
able Senator from Maryland, and I hardly think 
I can’ have fairly understood him in this. case. 
The United States have the right to admit new 
States; they have a right to reject for proper con~ 
siderations; but they have no moral right to reject 
one of the new States formed out of the Terri- 
tories, after it contains sixty thousand inhabitants, 
no more than they havea moral right to do any 
other act which they ought not to do. And they 
have no right to impose any conditions except the 
conditions of the Constitution. That is the very 
point which we have urged again and again in con- 
nection with the question of slavery. I do not 
understand what the honorable Senator means by 
saying that. we choose to give up a portion of our 
municipal sovereignty. I do not understand that 
expression. We do not give up anything, We 
forma State, and then the Constitution of the United 
States steps in and gives that State its jurisdiction, 
and we have then, in Ohio, just the same jurisdic- 
tion which we havein Pennsylvania. Whether the 
property we own in Pennsylvania has been owned 
by us for a thousand years, and that in Ohio not 
till after the State came into the Union, the princi- 
ple is just the same. It is the Constitution which 
steps in and regulates the respective rights of each 

arty. 
R Me PEARCE. I did not say that we could 
reserve municipal sovereignty. l never meant any 
such thing; but I do mean that we may secure 
our publie lands from State taxation by so enact- 
ing at the time of admission. 

Mr. ADAMS. Ifthe side-bar question, which 
has been raised between the Senator from Mary- 
land and the Senator from Michigan is settled, I 
wish to call the attention of the Senate back to the 
amendment which is pending. As I understand 
it, the question now before the Senate is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania to 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Cali- 
fornia, to insert fifty cents, instead of twenty-five 
cents an acre, asthe price of the land, Before pro- 
ceeding to the merits of that questiop, L wish to 
say that itis very desirable that we should dispose 
of this bill to-day; that all the amendments be 
voted upon, and the question finally disposed of 
during the day. 

I understood the Senator from Maryland to say, 
in regard to the suggestion of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia, that twenty-five cents an acre was a prop- 
osition of his, made with a view of satisfying the 
consciences of those gentlemen who believed this 
Government had no right to give away land; that 
it was a proposition that very easily satisfied the 
conscience of Senators. Now, Mr. President, I 
have believed that Congress has no right to give 
away the public lands. I have believed, however, 
that if, in selling the land the Government receives 
what it cost, there is no obligation on the Govern- 
ment to make a speculation. Now, I understand 
that about twenty-two cents per acre is the average 
of the cost of the public Jands to the Government; 
and I say that the conscience of a representative 
that could not be satisfied with the st, but de- 
sires a speculation, is as singular a conscience as 
one that is satisfied with refunding to the Treasury 


| the entire expense. 


I shall vote, however, for theamendment proposed 


: by the Senator from Pennsylvania, to fix the price 


at fifty cents an acre, for the reason that, although 
the entire expense is only about twenty-two cents 
an acre, yet, as all of us who are acquainted 
with the new States know very nearly one half 
of the public land is valueless, and in some of the 
States more than half the lands are valueless; and, 


_ therefore, actual sales at fifty cents would not, 


perhaps, more than remunerate the Government 
for its expenses. I shall, therefore, vote for the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania. But if that should be rejected, I shall 
vote for the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from California, placing it at twenty-five cents. 
Anything before givingaway. I shall vote, how- 
ever, for the substitute of my colleague, [Mr 
Brown,] if that should come up. And. J shall 
vote for the substitute of the Senator from Michi- 
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gan in preference to all others, because it embraces 
the whole subject of the public lands; and, while 
the homestead bill would benefit one man, that, if 
adopted, would benefit a thousand. Thereis that 
difference between the homestead bill and the 
proposition offered by the Senator from: Michigan. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I shall vote 
against the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, and the original amendment 
of the Senator from California, not because Í am 
opposed to’ affixing a price to the land, but be- 
cause | am opposed to fixing an arbitrary price. 
Any man who knows anything of the public lands 
of the United States, knows that one uniform price 
is exceedingly unjust. One acre of land may be 
worth but twenty five cents an acre, and it is very 
likely that another acre, not three miles off, may 
be worth ten dollars. Whenever you undertake 
to establish an arbitrary price, and say you will 
sell at twenty-five cents, or fifty cents, you must 
do injustice to some. 

I want a principle of graduation applied to this 
bill; and because I hope to get that principle, I 
mean to vote against all propositions to establish 
arbitrary prices. If the proposition were, instead 
of fixing an arbitrary price of twenty-five cents 
or fifty cents an acre, to insert a graduation prin- 
ciple, even as proposed by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, I should vote for it—not that I think it the 
best, but because itis one to which the minds of 
Senators have already been drawn, and they would 
probably accept that scale of graduation sooner 
than any other. But I never can, and [ never 
will, vote for fixing any arbitrary price on the 
public lands. We have such a price now—$1 25 
per acre—and that is the very thing about which 
we are complaining. How much shall we better 
it if we discard one arbitrary price and fix another? 
We shall sell the lands for less money, it is true; 
but shall we deal any more justly with those to 
whom. we sell? {I understand that one of the 

reat objections to the present price of the public 
ands is, that while you sell land to one man at 
$1 25 which is only worth that much, you fre- 
quently sell land to other men for that price which 
is worth a great deal more; and sometimes you 
force upon the purchaser land at $1- 25 which, in 
point of fact, is not worth twenty-five cents, 
simply because he is compelled, under all the cir- 
cumstances that surround him, to have it. 

I want it understood, when I vote against the 
amendment, that I am not opposed to fixing a 
price upon the public land. I wish to fix a mod- 
erate price, and the very lowest at which it can be 
arranged. f prefer a graduation down as low as 
twelve and a half cents, because I know a great 
deal of the public land is not worth more than 
that. The Senator from Virginia, however, in 
fixing his scale, has thought proper to stop at 
twenty-five cents. Iam willing to meet-him there; 
not, as I remarked before, that I think that the 
best scale which can be adopted, but because hav- 
ing been introduced, and the minds of Senators 
having been brought to rest upon it, if others are 
ready to accept it, I am; but I cannot vote to fix 
these arbitrary prices. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, f think that five 
years’ occupation, and making four crops on one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, are full consid- 
eration for it. On that principle, [ have been in 
favor of the homestead bill as it came from the 
House. Iam still in favor of it. I prefer it in 
that form. The amendment which I have pro- 
posed is more to accommodate others than my- 
self; but inasmuch as it was agreeable to some 
members of the body who are in favor of the 
principles of this bill with the amendment, | have 
offered it; but I do not wish to fix a higher price. 

But, sir, Senators talk about squandering the 
public lands by giving to each citizen of the United 
States a hundred and sixty acres for living on it 
five years, and making four crops. I am aston- 
ished that such a term should be used as to this 
disposition of the public land. Sir, nothing can 
tend more to squander the public lands of this 
country than to leave them open all the time for 
the selection of the best lands in enormous quan- 
tities, concentrating them in the hands of capital- 
ists to be disposed of hereafter at exorbitant prices, 
as the wants of the country require them to be 
sevled. Iam in favor of the homestead principle 
being extended to all the public domain, and pro- 
viding that it shall be disposed of to actual settlers 
for a nominal consideration. 
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Why, sir, it has been stated in the report of 
the Secretary of the Interior, and I suppose inthis 
debate, though I have not mingled in it, that the 
whole cost of the public domain to the United 
States is only thirteen cents an acre, and including 
the expense of surveying and everything connected 
with it, the cost is twenty-two cents; and we have 
already derived more than $50,000,000 from the 
proceeds of the public lands, which is more than 
they cost. They have therefore been no tax, but 
have been arevenue to the country. It is time now 
that they should cease to be a revenue, and that we 
should dispose of the public domain for the pur- 
pose of benefiting the population of the country; 
that is to say, when we dispose of it, it should be 
put into cultivation. When, as is proposed in 
this bill, you have a sectiou of it settled and culti- 
vated for four or five years, you make the adjoin- 
ing section twice as valuable as it was before. I 
do not think there is a want of consideration in 
giving to actual settlers in this way, because I 
believe cultivation is a sufficient and ample com- 
pensation to the Government of the United States; 
for the foundation of the wealth of thenation con- 
sists in cultivating the soil, and of course the more 
wild lands you bring into cultivation, the richer 
the country is. But, sir, I do not wish to extend 
this debate. I wish to have a voteon the amend- 
ment, 

Mr BELL addressed the Senate at consider- 
able length. [His remarks will be found in the 
Appendix.] 

Mr. SHIELDS. I shall not trespass upon the 
time of the Senate by making anything like a 
speech. lt would bea kind of imposition upon the 
body. The honorable gentleman from Tennessee 
has confined himself to a few remarks, and with 
great propriety. lt being so near the close of the 
session, we cannot afford to enter upon a lengthy 
discussion of such a subject as this. 1 think we 
must either abandon this measure, or act promptly 
upon it, confining ourselves to a few words in ex- 
planation of its provisions. fam sorry that 1 
have no capacity or leisure to answer some of the 
suggestions so handsomely, and yet Í think I 
must say, so insidiously, made by the Senator. 

Mr. BELL. I made them candidly. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Then l withdraw that. He 
said he regrets that there is anything in the Amer- 
ican people which looks as if they were compelled, 
from necessity or from circumstances, to ask from 
this Government the land on which they are to 
reside. He thinks it a kind of degradation. Now, 
sir, l look upon itasa different matter. I find, 
very far from that being the case, that in many 
countries, and in one of the neighboring countries 
under a monarchical government, they not only 
give the man the land, but they give him imple- 
ments of husbandry and a portion of stock to go 
and cultivate that land. That is done under a 
monarshical government, and it is, sir, because the 
man who cultivates a farm, and reclaims it, does it 
not only for the benefit of himself, but just in pro- 
portion as he cultivates that farm, and renders it 
productive, so does he act for the benefit of the 
country, and so does he increase the revenue of 
the country. Ifa man cultivates his farm, he 
stimulates production, he also stimulates consump- 
tion, and just in proportion as you cultivate and 
produce, so in proportion will you consume. Sir, 
I could goon in reply tothe Senator. I wish i 
had time to do it. 


But, again, the honorable Senator says that this || 


gratuity ought to be confined to soldiers. In one 
sense, a man who goes into the wilderness; who 
builds himself a little log cabin; who fights the 
wolves and bears, and wild nature herself, is a 


soldier—a soldier of progress and civilization—and |! 


does more for humanity than the man who fights 


the battles against the enemies of your country; |! 


but l will not waste time upon going into this. 

Mr. BELL. The honorable Senator will allow 
me to say that I voted for donations to begiven to 
settlers in Oregon, because that was a remote and 
exposed country, and the inducements to go to 
California were so much greater, that it was pre- | 
sumed it would be a long time before enough in- 
habitants would go to Oregon to defend themselves 
from the hostile Indians. {f did not vote for the || 
grant in Utah and New Mexico; that was a dif- 
ferent principle altogether. 

In the case of the pioneer who goes and fights 
the Indians, with no United States soldiers to de- 


Tennessee, there is.a-consideration: for me dons- 
tion. The Senator from Illinois must-consider 
now, that it is ander very: different circumstances 
in which the pioneer goes:to Missouri, to Illinois, 


lands are opened up, the citizens go. in under. 
shield and zgis of the United:States Go: $ 
which, with. an overflowing Treast 
troops to defend them. They will have p 
men to defend themselves fromthe Indians 
that the old pioneers who went beyond the j 
tection of the United States: troops, were amos 


ties equally with the Army. ` To thereal pioneers 
I am ready to givethe land. 
My remarks were intended to show that this great 
public domain of ours is not so inexhaustible ag 
some Senators seem to'suppose. Will the Sena- 
tor allow me to add, that I do not think there are 
one hundred millions of acres in the States that 
can be appropriated at twelve, twenty-five, or fifty 
cents an acre? I apprehend that the supply for 
bounties to soldiers or others, will soon be gone.” 

Mr. SHIELDS. I cannot trespass upon the 
patience, as well as good sense, of the Senate by 
entering into this general abstract discussion; for, 


extent, I agree with the honorable Senator, that 
the same necessity does not exist now in relation 


on that point, that, when I have read the strug- 
gles of the early pioneers with wild savage na- 
ture, wild savage animals, and wild savage men, 
{ rated them much higher than I have rated any 
struggles that I have observed in the Army. Now, 
sir, such men, and I am happy to say the Senator 
agrees with me, ought to receive this encourage- 
ment; but E have not time to go'into that now." : 

The Senator alluded to another point-—thatiour 
territory will soon be exhausted. . I -wish I had 
time to go into that.. There is territory. enough 
i unoccupied, uncultivated, in the United States of 
America, claimed and owned by twenty-five mil- 
lions of people, sufficient to support four hun- 
dred millionsof people; and no man can tell when 
all that territory will be exhausted. 

There is another point I wish I had time to go 
into, and that is the policy of keeping this terri- 
tory out of cultivation for any considerable period 
of time. [ think policy would lead us to have it 
cultivated as soor as possible; but I do not wish 
to waste time by going into that. My honorable 
friend from Tennessee, with all his fine talents, 
and I confess he has very fine talents, on questions 
of this kind especially, forgets one thing—-that in 
the West we have an immense surplus-:of unpro- 
ductive, uncultivated waste lands.” Not: only “is 
| that Innd unprofitable to the Government, but itis 
expensive to it. Then we have a surplus of uri- 
| productive labor. Now, if you can transfer’ a 
portion of the unproductive labor from where 
it is unproductive, and where there is competi- 
tion, and where it gives rise to all your Know- 
Nothingism, and all that kind of bickerings which 
are produced in society; if you can transfer that 
; and make it productive, will it not be beneficial to 
the whole country? The honorable Senator will 
agree with me, sir, that there are two constituents 
necessary for national wealth and prosperity — 
Jand and labor. ‘Land is useless without labor. 
It is perfectly unprofitable, wholly unproductive; 
but put upon that Jand, labor, and you render it 
not only profitable and productive to the laborer, 
but profitable and productive to the whole coun- 
try. You convert that which is no capital, into 
active, living, productive capital; and you not only 
| enrich the whole community, but you also add to 
the constant accretions to the Treasury; but I 
| have no time to go into that. 

I should say that there is one view of this sub- 
; ject above the honorable Senator’s, and that-is a 
principle which ought to be very powerful in a 
republican Government, although it is politie in 
every Government; it is to equalize the contin- 
gents of society; to take them from a place where 
their labor isin a surplus, where it is unproduc- 
i tive, where it is not needed, and transfer it to 
where it may add to the wealth, prosperity, 
power, and influence of the country. “This coun- 


| try is peculiar in that respect. | touched upon this 
| subject the other day, and I am only. sorry that I 
; may not go into it at length. You ‘have people 


coming in on all sides, flowing in constantly; and 


fend him, such as the early settlers in Ohio and |} 


in the West you have an uncultivated; unreclaimed 


to get the benefit of this, bill. . When “the. public. 


noble race of men, and they deserve:thesé pratui- 


Ido not oppose that.” 


after all, they areabstract speculations. To some.: 


to pioneers as did formerly. Such is: my feeling « 


rd 
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wilderness: Take these men, throw them into the 
Wwilderviess, let them cultivate‘and improve it, and 
syounot ouly-improve their moral and. social con- 
dition, but, Linsist upon.it, you improve the. po- 
litical condition of the country. 

Sir, when 1 see southern. men -oppose this as 
much as they do, Lam astonished. They may be 

“gight, but Iconfesschat | see a great policy in taking 
this. population and. planting it in the wilderness; 
for L see no class of the community so conserva- 
tive as planters and husbandmen. The more you 
increase that class, and diminish the loose, unem- 
ployed, unoccupied class of beings, the morë you 
contribute not only to the prosperity, but, Í add, 
to the conservatism of the country. 

But what I want to touch upon now is this: I 
shall vote against the amendment of the Senator 
from California. Iam like my friend, the Senator 
from Tennessee, on one point. Iam for the home- 
stead bill, for the principle of the homestead bill. 
My people are for that-principle. I want to see 
how it will work and operate. I was in hopes 
that it would have beneficial effects upon the con- 
dition of the country; butif we abandon that prin- 
ciple, I am for the principle of the bill of the Sen- 
ator from Virginia. Clearly the very moment we 
abandon the principle of the homestead, I then 
take up that of the honorable Senator’s bill, be- 
cause | regard it as not only a liberal one, but as 
a final settlement of this complex, and permit me 
to say, very distracting question. Ido not agree 


with my friend from Michigan when he says that- 


is the homestead principle. {ido not find it so; 
but I find two great principles in that bill: one the 
graduation, the other the preémption principle, 
preémption for a very low and moderate sum. 
‘Those are the two great principles. There are 
many others, but | speak of the leading ones con- 
tained: in that bill. It contains the graduation 
principle, which, E am proud to have it to say, 
when atthe head of the Land Office, ] recom- 
mended, when I had an opportunity to investigate 
the subject, and it Was very favorably considered 
by the Senate then. Sir, I repeat that I am now 
ready to vote for the homestead bill, and for the 
homestead principle as understood with us; for 
my people are all for it; butthe moment we aban- 
don that principle, then [take up the graduation 
principle, and add to that what the honorable Sen- 
ator has added. I think itis a very liberal bill, 
and is certainly prepared with great ability. 
When it comes up, there are a few things which 
T shall point out to the hanoreble Senator as need- 
ing correction; but at the present time, L confine 
myself to this: that I shall vote for the homestead 
bill as long as there is a chance for it. | think 
that chance is diminishing every moment. It is 
one of those measures which has been as much 
beaten by its friends as by its opponents; but the 
moment I abandon the principle of the homestead 
bill, then Lam for the principle of the bill brought 
forward by the honorable Senator—the gradua- 
tion principle which I find has heen reported on 
again and again, and sustained by the first minds 
of this country: by Mt. Calhoun and by many 
others who were in the Senate at the time. In 
addition to that, it has another principle which 
we are all in favor of, and that is the preémption 
principle, fora very low and nominal consider- 
ation | confess, but still it is a consideration, and 
one which is sufficient to makeita matter of pride 
for a man who settles upon the land to know that 
he pays for that land. fr isa proud thing for a 
man to feel conscious that he has paid for his land, 
and considering that it is, I am willing, if this bili 
is abandoned, to take up the other. Upon that 
point I beheve the sooner the friends of the home- 
stead bill come to a conclusion, if it cannot be 
sustained, the better, and Jet us try and take up 
something else, 
orable Senator from California, he will see at once 


thatit is abandoning the principle of the home- || 


stead bill without any system in relation to grad- 
uation, or preémption. The one of the Senator 
from Virginia contains a regular system of grad- 
uation, a7 
P preémption. 

ADE. Ido not rise any further to argue 
ion of the homestead bill. 
o ion to say what | had to say upon that sub- 
je Dut since my remarks were mad 2, the Senato: 
frou Delaware [Mre Crayrox] has written outa 
speech which he made upon that occasion. In 


à 


As for the provision of the hon- |; 


connects with that a permanent sys- | 


l have taken | 


I certainly did not hear uttered upon this floor at 
| the time, and which | should not have allowed to 
| pass unexplained if 1 had heard them. , 

I remember very well what theSenator said. He 
said, in general terms, that some of those whe ad- 
| vocated the homestead bill upon this floor,in.argu- 
ing upon the propriety of extending its provisions 


|| to foreigners, had impeached the American char- 


| native-born citizens. When he struck upon that 
| subject, tle Senator from Towa [Mr. Dones] im- 
| mediately challenged him to know whether he 
| intended him as one of those who had said any- 
i thing to the disparagement of the American citi- 
izen; and I recollect very well that the Senator 
| from Delaware shrunk from any charge of that 
kind against the Senator from lowa. The Senator 
| from Iowa then took occasion to state that he had 
: heard no Senators do so on this floor; and, so far as 
| I understand, the Senator from Delaware dropped 
ithat part of his charge. I was somewhat anxious 
j to see upon whom he would attempt to fix it; but 
| my recollection is, that being repelied by the Sen- 
‘ator from Lowa, he said no more upon that sub- 
i ject. [know very well that the Senator from Dela- 
| ware encountered me pretty sharply. Healleged 
| that I had said something to the effect that foreign- 
| ers had a better right to the land than American 
l citizens. Now, sir, that idea was extravagant. 
li No sane man would pretend to say that they had 
ll a better right than American citizens. The factis 
_ that neither of them has a right to the land which 
belongs to the Government, unless the Govern- 
‘ment sees fit to grant it to them for some reasons 
of its own, reasons of policy, which I think are 
| very proper. f shall not attempt now to argue 


i Senator, l find words published which I did not 
‘hear, and which I believe were not spoken at the 
|: time. After the explanation of the Senator from 
_Jowa, from which the Senator from Delaware 
i shrank, he turns round in his printed speech, and 
i says: ‘the Senators from New York and Ohio 
: will not so soon eat their words, I think.” Now, 
i sir, those words were not said on this floor, in 
i that debate. 1 didnothear them. If such words 
‘had been uttered- upon this floor, I should have 
repelled them. No, sir, this was an after-thought. 
| Now, I wish to understand whether the Senator 
i intended to insinuate by anything that he has 
| written out in his speech, that in the course of 
i my remarks { said anything in disparagement of 
ithe character of American citizens, which is 
i plainly insinuated on the face of this paper; and 
if so, | want to know the words from which that 
‘inference is drawn? f pause for a reply as to 
| whether such a charge was intended. 
Mr. CLAYTON. I will answer you when 
! you have done. 
| Mr. WADE, The Senator refuses to answer. 
| Then J can only say, hypothetically, that if the 
i honorable Senator intends to insinuate that T had 
| said anything in disparagement of American citi- 
l: zens in my argument at that time—w hoever says 
‘that I uttered one word or syllable to that effect 
| asserts a sentiment as groundless and as silly as it 
: is false and malicious, 
| thought no such thing; and no Senator upon this 
: floor, Í presume, unless it be the Senator from 
| Delaware, supposes that 1 said any such thing. 
‘Just as though I, an American citizen, should 
stand here to say anything in disparagement of 
‘the American citizen! I argued upon that sub- 
ject, on that occasion, as well as I knew how, 
| that it was the policy of the Government to ex- 
|; tend the benefits of this bill to foreigners. I ad- 
; mit that | argued and said, on that occasion, that 
| Edid not see why the foreigner had not the same 
right as a native-born citizen, because neither of 
i them had a right to it, unless the Government 
|i choose to give it. { stated at the time, that if the 
intention of this bill was really to granta favor to 
4A, B, or C, native-born or foreign, on that prin- 
i ciple, I thought no discrimination could be made 


1 


| 
| i placed it upon great principles of public policy, 
as the Senator from Ulinois has just argued, that 
it was not only for the benefit of the beneficiaries, 
under the bill, but for the benefit of the Govern- 
ment, in bringing into cultivation an immense ter- 
i ritory of wild lands which are lying unproductive 


| and of no possible use to the Government—that 


| 


$ 


that speech, as published, there are passages which |i it was the policy of the Government, in order that 


those lands. may-be reclaimed and improved, to 


grant them to such as. would go there and culti- 
vate them. That was my argument, and ] argued 


j also that this Government had never lost anything 


by its liberality to foreigners. - I contended for 
their fidelity to the Union at all times, from the 


laster, or said something in disparagement of! 


i that subject.. Bat in the printed speech of the | 


I said no such thing; I | 


: between them, because neither of them had the | 
right to cail on the Government for anything; but | 


Revolution tothe present. 

Another thing is insinuated here that has not a 
particle of foundation—that-somebody, in some 
i manner, asserted that we never should have ac- 
quired our independence if it had not-been for for- 
eigners. Such a thing was never asserted upon this 
floor. I did say that they had aided us in the ac- 
| quisition of our independence. 1 pointed out some 
of the eminent, men who had lent themselves to 
fight our battles in the Revolution, who had gen- 
erously come forward and devoted their blood to 
the cause of our independence; and [ alluded also 
to great numbers of more obscure but equally mer- 
| torious men in the ranks of the Revolutionary 
war, who aided us; but [ never insinuated that 
the American Army, unaided in the Revolution, 
could not have worked out our independence. No 
such statement fell from me; -but it is attempted to 
be insinuated that such sentiments were uttered by 
somebody. 

Mr. CLAYTON. lam alittle surprised, sir, 
| at the éxceeding feeling with which the honorable 
Senator has replied to the remarks which I made 
i in reply to him on Friday last. He seems to be 
quite sore under them. He has taken a long time 
to rest upon them. 

Mr. WADE. This is the first moment that I 
: have seen the Senator’s printed speech: „He says 
i that I am sore at what he uttered. Tamnot sore 
at what he uttered, but at what he printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Butthe printed speech-con- 
|| tains substantially just the speech that was deliver- 
_ed bere; and if he paid any attention to what was 
| going on, he knows it. But, sir, I scorn to enter 
into any controversy with him upon a question of 
| that description. The point upon which I arraigned 
him was, that he said here, in the presence of. the 
| Senate of the United States, that he had no more 
| right toa share of the public lands than a German, 
| or any foreigner who comes here; and, sir, L re- 
; proved him forthatsentiment. He attempted ex- 
| planation again and again. What I meant, when 
| said that he had spoken disparagingly of the 
| American people, was, that he had said they had 
| no more right to the public lands of their own 
| country than any foreigner whatever, and he can- 
j not explain that away; he cannot retract that,what- 
| ever he may say of the printed speech, or of any 
|| other speech. He did declare here, on the floor 
į of the Senate, that he was a son of the Old Bay 
| State, and a citizen of Ohio; and yet he himself, 
j| “to the manor born,” felt that he had no more 
i right to any share of the public lands than any for- 
| eigner whatever. This was what. he said. He 
said in fact, and he cannot deny it now, that an 
| American citizen had no more right than a Russian 
| or a Turk, or any other man whatever, to the pub- 
lic property of the United States. If that was not 
speaking in disparagement of the American people, 
i donot know what was. 

Mr. President, I am not to be drawn away from 
| the main point on which I arraigned the Senator 
| from Ohio. 1 know the point on which [ assailed 
| him, and it is upon this point that he feels his 
| position is indefensible. [ care not in whatterms 
i he couches that proposition, I attack it. {n re- 
|, gard to the declaration which I commented upon, ` 
| that it had been stated that the people of the Uni- 
ited States owed their independence to foreigners 
i; who had fought their battles, I did not attribute. 
iitto him. Butit isa sentiment which has been 
| uttered de die in diem. it has been spread from 
| Maine to Georgia. It has been uttered for many 

years past, and many of those who have uttered it 
have believed it— 
* Like one, 
Who having, unto truth, by telling of it, 


Made such a sinner of his memory 
To credit bis own le.” 


Mr. WADE. Will the Senator inform me 
who said that upon this floor? 
| Mr. CLAYTON, Sir, L said before it has heen 
i said over and over again in other places. Your 
|: imagination is a very fertile one. f met the asser- 
i| tion, and intended to meet it; and if anybody as- 
i| serts it here, I mean to deny it. While I grate- 
| fully acknowledged, as I said, the services of 
I those gallant men who participated with the Amer- 
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ican people in the defense of their country, I in- 
tended to deny the assertion, (asevery man within 
the sound of my voice knows it has been asserted 
again and again, in every part of this country, for 
certain political purposes,) that we owed our in- 
dependence merely to the bravery of the foreign- 
ers who fought our battles; and while grateful for 
all the efforts made in our behalf, 1 say that if for- 
eigners had not foughtin asingle battle, we should 
have achieved our independence against Great 
Britain. Does the Senator deny that? 

Mr. WADE. No, sir. 

Mr.CLAYTON. Very well, then there is no 
difference between the Senator and me on that 
point. But the issue between the Senator and 
myself lies here: 1 complained that he said the 
American citizen had no more right to the public 
lands of the United States than foreigners had. 
There was the issue. As to the immaterial points 
started by him in the case, I do not think it worth 
while to detain theSenate upon them. The posi- 
tion which I took in reference to that matter here 
on a former occasion, I maintain still in reply to 
the honorable Senator, in every part. 

Mr. WADE. 1 wish to inquire of the Senator 
if he ever said these words: ‘* The Senators from 
New York and Ohio will not so soon eat their 
words, Í think.’? Did he say that? 

Mr. CLAYTON, Isaid that in substance. I 
cannot say whether I said those words precisely. 
Tt is evident I meant nothing offensive by them. 
I said that the Senator from Ohio and the Senator 
from New York had, as | had explained it, dispar- 
aged the American people, by insisting that for- 
eigners had the same right to the public lands as 
they had. It is plain that these words contained 
nothing offensive to the Senator. Nothing was 
further from my thoughts. But I did mean to call 
him to a reckoning for the utterance of such a sen- 
timent upon this floor. 

Mr. WADE. Here is what I take exception 
to: 


“Tam not one of those who persecute foreigners. F 
never shall do it. I am no bigot; no sectarian. E seek to 
persecute no mau for his religion or bis opinions. But T 
am resolved that no others shall ever, by my vote or influ- 
ence, be placed in any position where they can persecute 
me or my friends, or deny us either civil or religious liberty. 
1 have heard, during the progress of this debate, some 
things uttered to the disparagement of a portion of the 
American population, which can have but a very unfortu- 
nate effect, in my opinion, J was asked by my honorable 
friend from Iowa [Mr. Doper] whether, in my judgment, 
the naturalization laws should be repealed??? 


Now, Mr. President, you will observe he says, 
in the course of the debate, though he does not 
disclose who said it, that there had been things 
said exceedingly offensive, because they went di- 
rectly to the disparagement of the American people. 
The Senator from lowa challenged the Senator to 
know whether he was the man to whom healluded; 
and, sir, he shrank back from that. He said no 
more about it. I did not complain of his taking 
me to task for what I said. 1 did say, and Isay 


again, that, as | understand it, neither a foreigner 


nor an American-born citizen has a right to an 
acre of the public land in this country. It all 
belongs to the Government; she may rightfully 
withhold it from native-born. or foreign citizens. 
It is really a question of policy whether she should 
grant it to either. I agreed, as well as I could, for 
the propriety and policy of handing it over in lim- 
ited quantities to actual settlers, both to native- 
born and foreigners, and said that I would not 
discriminate between the one and the other. 
While up, on this occasion, I will say that the 


Government never has discriminated between for- - 


eigners and native-born citizens. Even without 
making a declaration, sir, a foreigner may go into 
the wilderness and may cultivate the land upon the 
same conditions as the native-born; and it depends 
upon himself whether he will make a declaration 
or not. fIe will be anxious enough to avail him- 
self of the privileges of an American citizen. The 
Jaw is so well aware of that fact, that it has never 
asked him to become an American citizen, while 
granting him the same privileges on the land as 
the native-born, 
that now. If you sell the land at the same price, 
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I see no reason to depart from j 


| he would stand by what he had said. 


| in disparagement of the American people. Why, į 


| American people to make such a declaration as 


| people to tell us that we are indebted for all ou 


why should you discriminate between them? 
There is no‘reason for it. But I have already 
said what I had to say on that subject. 

But these words, in this connection, were ex- 
ceedingly well calculated to mislead the public. If | 
the Senator had said no more in his- speech than 
he now claims he says, I would not have called 
for an explanation of the charge. But the Sen- | 
ator says that I have rested upon this speech. 1 
did not rest upon it as long as he did before he | 
published it. Opportunity 1 might have had, if I | 
had suspected there had been anything wrong in | 
it, to call attention to it before. Itis only just 
now that I have had the opportunity to see it. 
My attention has just been culled to it, and I am 
very glad that it has been. I have heard, during 
the progress of this debate, certain things uttered | 
to the disparagement of a portion of the American 
population. This is very offensive, and no gen- 
tleman would like to have it said that he argued | 
here in disparagement of American citizens. That 
would sound rather broad when it went out to the 
public. Now he says he did not accuse us of it; 
but, in his printed speech, after being interrupted | 
by the Senator from Iowa, he said: “ The Sen- 
ators from New York and Ohio will not so soon 
eat their words, 1 think.” What words were 
they? Here is my speech, as it came from the 
hands of the reporter; and if you find a single 
word or syllable from which any just inference | 
can be drawn that anything was said in dispar- | 
agement of American citizens, | will relieve you | 
from the charge of unfairness. The words, in the į 
connection in which they stand, are exceedingly 
offensive; and, without explanation, would receive | 
no other construction than that the Senator from | 
New York and myself had stood forth here, with 
some kind of language, utterly in disparagement 
of American citizens, and discriminating in-favor | 
of the foreigner against the American citizen. It 
is a high charge for a Senator to make, that 
others had uttered sentiments in disparagement of | 
American citizens, and then turn round and tell us 
that we will not eat our own words, he thinks, | 
It is a thing that I will not stand here under pa- | 
tiently. I think it is offensive. But the Senator | 
having explained that he does not pretend that he | 
said that upon the floor, but merely said I argued |! 
that, as an American citizen, I had no better right | 
to land than a foreigner, I care little about it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Itis a matter of very great 
indifference whether the honorable Senator is satis- | 
fied or not satisfied. If he is not satisfied, he isat | 
perfect liberty to take what satisfaction he dares | 
call for outside the Senate. Now; sir, he is sore | 
under what {said to him the other day when he 
uttered sentiments that he new were indefensible. 
He thought, sir, that he had no moré right to the 
public domain than a foreigner; he attempted to | 
explain it again, and again, and ‘again; but he 
never made it any better. When | said that he 
would not eat his own words, I did not mean to į 
say anything disrespectful. I meant to say that | 

| 
| 
t 
| 


He made | 
various efforts to dodge his position; yes, sir, to į 
dodge the position he at first took he made efforts | 
to dodge his words, and, as it was, I could not || 
understand precisely at last what it was he did | 
mean. But, he says now that he said nothing į 


sir, did not he and the Senator from New York 
dwell here for more than half an hour upon the | 
fact that the railroads and canals and the internal || 
improvements of the country had been built up | 
and made by foreigners? Was not that a dispar- || 
agement to the American people. Sir, it was not |; 
only a disparagement to the American people, but 
before Ged, it was untrue. It is an insult to the 


{ 

| 
i 
l 


that. Not in disparagement to the American 


improvements, our railroads and canals, to for 
eigners! 1 do not know what sort of an Ameri- 
can feeling the honorable Senator entertains. 1 
do not understand him, sir, but he is a very dif- 


| 
} 
yi 
| 
H 
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aware till a few minutes ago. that. it would: be? 
called up again; but my friend from Iowa: {[Mr; 
Dopcej had spoken. of a class in this..country:! 
of whom. I know nothing. He had spoken: of. 
them in terms which I thought were not-justifi- 
able, stigmatizing them as contemptible, and, in 
their defense, I only alluded to the simple fact that 
‘they had carried every American city where they: 
had raised their standard, and L. thought: that». 
therefore, they could not be contemptible. [ bad 
said, that so far as they were an American organ-- 
ization, the remark of the honorable Senator from. 
lowa was to the disparagement of them;:but he: 
said nothing in disparagement of the whole Amer- 
ican people. I did not héar him say that we: 
were indebted for our internal improvements, our 
railroads and canals, to foreigners. . He made no 
statement of that description. No, sir, it was re- 
served for the Senators. from New York and: 
Ohio; and I care not to which of them I speak: 
now, for they both stand in the same category.. 
They both spoke in such terms, that if anybody. 
chooses to examine their language, they will see 
that the tendency of their speeches was to exalt: 
foreigners at the expense of our native-born citi- 
zens. .Sir, I am an American in heart and soul. 
I belong to no faction; I seek aggrandizement and 
honor from noparty. A few years will terminate ; 
my political career, The last spot I shall occupy 
in public life is here on the floor of the Senate. -f 


| have occupied some other places of some distinc-. 


tion in the country, but I have never known any. 

spot which I would not change fora seat on the 

floor of the American Senate. I hold it as hon- 

orable as any position under this Government; 
and, therefore, sir, 1 come here for the purpose of. 
asking nothing from parties, or factions, or organ-" 
izations. I am speaking without any reference: 
to private interest. I am speaking without the 

slightest regard to any effect it will have upon. 
me now or hereafter; but | do regard, I must say - 
to the honorable Senator from Ohio, the utterance: 
of such a sentiment as he uttered here upon this, 
floor, as deeply injurious to my countrymen, and’ 
as eminently calculated to degrade the high char-’ 

acter and name of an American citizen. i 

Mr. WADE. When ghe gentleman accuses 
me of these things, I wish he would state in what 
connection they occurred. ao ake 

Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir, I will give youthe: 
benefit of it. It is calculated to degrade the. 
American citizen, and to cheapen this thing called - 
American citizenship. It teaches him whose lot: 
has been cast, and. whose ancestors’ lot was cast, 
here, that when you come toa distribution of the., 
benefits, or of the property of this Government, 
he is not to be considered as possessing any pecu- 
liar claims in any degree greater than an alien, no ` 
matter from what portion of the world he may 
come, be he a Turk, or belonging to any other 
country. According to the doctrines of the hon- 
orable Senator, they are as much entitled to the 
lands as a native American citizen. Does not the 
Senator feel that it degrades the just claims of: 
American citizenship? 

Mr. WADE. No, sir. 

Mr. CLAYTON. He says he does not feel it 
atall. No, sir; the Hottentot or Caffre is placed 
beside an American Senator, and he has claimed 
for him rights equal to those of his own as an 
American citizen; and the Senator. says he does 
not feel that the name of an American citizen is 
degraded by such an association. l envy the feel- 
ings of no man who cannot discriminate between 
the wild Indian, the barbarian of Africa, or, as I 
have said, the Turk or Hottentot, and the native 
American who has grown up under our free insti- 
tutions; who is bound to peril his life for his 
country, who is liable to be called upon whenever 
the country makes a requisition upon him to fight 
her battles, who, if he is guilty of any overt act:~ 
designated in the Constitution and Jaws of the 
country as amounting to treason, is Hable to cap- 
ital punishment for that act. I envy not the man 
who cannot discriminate between him and a for- 


ferent American from what f am. ` 
Sir, in regard to this whole subject, I was not 


eigner, who is liable during the whole time that he 
remains in this country, until the period of actual 
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Government. 
J-endeavored to present to- him. It was in this. 
light that { considered the honorable Senator as 
having uttered sentiments in disparagement of the 
American people; and if he differs from me, he is 
perfectly at liberty to do so as long, and as often 
as he chooses; but-he will never make me regret 
the expressions which I had the honor to use the 
other day to reprimand him for his want of patri- 
otic. and true American feeling. 

Mr. WADE. It requires no argument to an- 
swer.the speech of the Senator now. I have an- 
swered the speech before. It has been made here 
by the Senator for the third time. He has given 
us these views upon this subject before. That I 
care nothing about. I have heard that speech be- 
fore; but he did not say before that I had said 


anything which was in disparagement of the | 


American people. He did not say that the Sen- 
ator from New York and the Senator from Ohio 
would not eat their own words. 

, Mr. CLAYTON. If it is offensive, I 
now, 

Mr. WADE. He says he cares nothing about 
my feelings. Be that as it may, l intend to set 
myself right upon this question, and I am not to 
be browbeaten by the Senator, however old he 
may be. If he willfully and maliciously misrep- 
resents me, I will charge it upon him. Talk to 
me about skulking! Sir, he skulked into a pri- 
vate room, and there wrote what he dared not 
utter on this floor. 

Mr. CLAYTON. That's a lie. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Irise for the purpose 
of calling the attention of the Senator from Del- 
aware to a portion of his speech, in this connec- 
tion, Iam not willing that it shall stand before 
the country in its present shape unnoticed and 
unexplained. He says: 

“I am not one of those who persecute foreigners. I never 
shall doit. lam no bigot; no sectarian. I seek to perse- 
cute no man for bis religion or his opinions. Buti am re- 
solved that no others shall ever, by my vote or influence, 
be placed in any position where they can persecute we or 
my friends, or deny us either civil or religious hberty. I 
have heard, during the progress of this debate, some things 
uttered to the disparagement of a portion of the Americ: 
population, which can have but a very unfortunate e 
in my opinion. Ewas asked by my honorable friend from 
Towa (Mr. Doper} whethespin my judgment, the naturali- 


say it 


zation laws should be repealed? ,Why, sir, | have never | 


been the advocate of the repeal of the naturalization laws: 
but fet me tell him, and others here who have engaged 
in this debate, that any remarke which can be, by possi- 
tility, construed into a disparagement of the native Ameri- 


ean population of this country, When compared with the | 


foreign population now pouring likea mighty flood into this 
country, are calculated to create parties that have been un- 
known before; and remarks of that description made on the 
floor of the Senate in one day’s debate, will ereate an ad 
dition ofone hundred thousand to the nuinber of those who 


have been denominated, by some gentlemen, as ‘ Know- | 


Nothiogs.’ 

“Mr. Dooe, of Lowa. 
ask him a question ? 

t Mr, Crayon. Certainly. 

(Mr. Donar, of lowa. {ask him, then, to name that 
Senator who instituted an invidious comparison in favor of 
foreigners and against Americans. If he directly orindi- 
rectly alludes to me as having made such an assertion, [ 
deny it in loto; and E must say for the Senate, that I have 
heard no such imputation made from any portion of it. 

“Mr, Chayron. ‘The Senators from New York and Ohio 
will not so soon eat their words, I thiak.?’ 


I now ask if the Senator from Delaware in- 
tended to say that I ever ‘‘ eat my words?” 

Mr. CLAYTON. Certainly not; nor had I 
the slightest idea that the Senator so understood 
me. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 


Will the Senator allow me to 


That comports, then, 


with the honorable bearing of the Senator towards | 


myself in all the relations in which we have ever 
stood to each other. During the time when I 
made my somewhat vehement remarks, I took 


occasion, knowing that we differed widely as the | 


poles on this question, to avow for him my 


entire respect, and to allude, as I thought, in a |; 


pleasing manner, to a manifestation of that re- 
spect which had been given by the State whence 
i came, and by my colleague. 

Then his speech continues: 

íI did not charge the Senator from Iowa with having 
reflected on the American population; but now that he has 
called my attention to the fact, F will repeat one thing 


which he said, though I have no unkind feeling to gratify 
ip doing so. Me did say of certain American organizations in 


ji tensptible ? 


ered as COn- 
ic principles 


are, tough the Senator from, New York, without any au- 


| to everybody, and that is, that those mien who are called 
*Know-Nowhivgs? have, within a few months past, ae- 
tually carried nearly every election in every American city 
where their standard has been raised. J am perfectly igno- 
rant of what the real ends aud objects of an association so 
formidable may be; but I eannot- conceive it possible that 
an organization as extensive as that, and as suecessfal as 
it has been in every instance, can, in any sense, be con- 
temptibie.?? 


Mr. President, in speaking upon the subject of 
the homestead bill, and the generous and fair pro- 


I thought these who were not in favor of a repeal 
of the naturalization laws, or not disposed to favor 
that contemptibie Native American, or Know- 


‘then pending. I did utter those words. 1 spoke 
of the Native Americans thus; and why did { do 
so? I did it because the proclamation of their 


streets to be raked fore and aft with canister and 
grape shot, belched forth by cannon. I thus spoke 
of them, because they had caused American blood 
to be shed by American hands; because they had 
consigned to conflagration churches erected to the 
worship of the ever-living God, and burned them 
to ashes. ` l thus spoke of them; and, as long as 
I have a voice, | will thus speak of them. I do 
regard their principles, as attempted to be carried 


| of our Constitution, and that religious liberty 
which Thomas Jefferson and his compeers secured 
to us, and which I shall ever seek to maintain and 
defend as long as 1 have a voice, a vote, or where- 
withal to do it. 

Sir, if these almighty Know-Nothings, who 
have carried every election in every American city, 
as the Senator. says, are the counterpart of the 


and so understanding, | spoke of them, If any 
gentleman who knows anything of their princi- 


ican, in the broad acceptation of the term—will 
say they will not assail or war upon any particu- 
lar portion of the community because they may 
choose to worship God under a particular form, 
according to their conscience—then Í will take pride 
in unsaying everything I have said of them. 
what I said of the Native Americans, I judged of 
them from their acts; and if the Know-Nothings 
are organized to carry out their doctrines, £ will 
| speak of them as I have spoken; and, so under- 
standing, 1 did speak of them. 

Mr. President, we should all bear in mind that 
if to-day we are called upon to persecute the 
| Catholics for opinion’s sake, we may to-morrow 

be cailed upon for the same reason to persecute the 

Baptists or the Presbyterians. It is an atrocious 
sentiment. It is especially atrocious when we re- 
member that, with patriotic devotion, our Catholic 
fellow-citizens rallied around our country’s stand- 
ard and helped bear our banner aloft to the Halls of 
the Montezumas, where it wasplanted in triumph. 
Ostracize the Catholic, and no sect will escape, 
even while we profess universal toleration. Sir, 
I especially ask the Senate to mark the devotion 
of the abused Catholic to our banner in every 
war in which we have been engaged, under cir- 
cumstances, too, that were strongly calculated to 
| excite their sensibilities. They are an abused 
| sect, but they were true to us when attempts 
were made to convince them that our army of in- 
vasion in Mexico would sack and pillage the 
churches of the Christian body of which they are 
members. Sir, they faltered not, but they con- 
tributed their blood and treasure in the defense of 
; our common country; and as they are the strongest 
! body of our foreign-born population the sacrifice 


|! was important. 

Of proscriptive native Americanism I know 
enough to lead me to oppose it. If, as is repre- 
sented of the Know-Nothing organization, it re- 
quires its members to war upon a man because of 
í his religion, that religion may be my father’s; 


| or the place of his birth, which we all know is ac- 


cidental, it would require me to proscribe my 
colleague because his father was born in Wales; 
such a society I denounce as miserable and con- 
temptible. i 


| 
| thority, has spoken of them ; hut one fact must be apparent | 


vision towards foreigners that it contained, I said | 
Nothing party, should not support the amendment |, 


principles to the world, and an attempt to enforce | 
them,in the ** City of Brotherly Love ” caused its | 


out in this country, as a violation of the provisions | 


Native American party, Í do speak of them thus: | 


ples will proclaim them, and say they are Amer- | 


In} 


| United States, or the process of our courts. 
have never heard from them any threatening, or 
contempt towards the Government, more than 
among our own citizens. 1 beg gentlemen to bear 
in mind that, unless they so legislate as to keep 
| these foreigners in the Atlantic States, we in the 
|| West are those who will suffer, if any are to suf- 
fer from them; and it should be remembered that 
there has never been the first complaint from that 
portion of our country as to the disloyalty of these 
people who have settled there.’ 

Mr. CLAYTON. Iwishtosay,in reply tomy 
| honorable friend from Iowa, that ł do not under- 
| take to stand here as the champion of the Native 
Americans or the Know-Nothings of the country. 
Probably no man knows less about them than I 
do; but there is one historical fact, in reference to: 
i| whieh l desire to correct the honorable Senator. 
He has evidently understood that the first blood 
which was shed in Philadelphia, where this party 
organization seems first to have arisen, was drawn 
by those whom he calis the Native Americans. 
| Sir, that is not the understanding which I had, and 
i I lived within forty miles of the spot where the ` 
battle, if | may use that term, occurred. This is 
the first time that | ever heard any other version. 
given to the story than this: That these men called 
Native Americans had assembled at a public meet- 
ing, and were deliberately shot down by foreign- 
ers, and that was the whole cause of the feud be- 
tween them. If my honorable friend is better 
acquainted with the facts than I am, he can say 
so; but that is the version I have always under- 
stood; and I thought I was a perfectly impartial 
| observer of what occurred there. Then I putitto 
my honorable friend, who | believe is as true an. 
American as any one that can be found here or 
elsewhere, if his own countrymen had been shot 
down at-a public or political meeting, by any set 
|! of men, whether he would not have felt exceed- 
| ingly indignant, and whether he might not, with 
the aid of others, under the influence of the excite- 
ment caused by such an outrage, have attacked 
them in return? Sir, I only state these things for 
the purpose of putting my friend right, and to de- 
sire him to look intothe matter and inquire whether 
he may not have done his own countrymen injus- 
tice in this particular, That he intended to do 
them injustice I never shall believe; but I think he 
; has done it. 

Now, sir, with regard to the Know-Nothings, 
as I said before, I do not understand what their 
|! principles are. The Senator from New York, 

iMr. Sewannsl to whom I replied the other day, 
undertook to read from some obscure newspaper, 
the name of which 1 cannot remember, what were 
their principles. If that paper was authorized to 
speak for them, it denounces Romanism. The 
grounds upon which they undertake to denounce 
| it I have not seen nor heard; nor do] know the 
fact, from anything that I am authorized to say 
here, that they themselves are against the Catho- 
lies, or desire to persecute them. 

But, sir, I desire to eall the attention of the Sen- 
ate now, upon this occasion, to a debate—it can . 
scarcely, perhaps, be called a debate—but to a 
speech which was made on this floor sometime 
ago by the distinguished gentleman from Michigan, 
who adverted strongly to the intolerance of the 
i Catholic church, in reply to some articles which 
‘had been published by Archbishop Hughes. 

Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator is under a 
misapprehension. I did not advert to the intoler- 
lance of the Catholic church as a church, I 
| maintained that the construction put by some of 
its members on a certain effort was not warranted, 
and that it did not involve the Catholic religion 
truly. I made no reflections on the Catholic 
church at all. 

Mr. CLAYTON. . But on that occasion refer- 
ence was made to a newspaper called the Shep- . 
herd of the Valley, which contained sentiments 
i| highly intolerant. Now, I ask the Senator from 
Michigan whether he did not, afier that debate 
was over, receive an additional and new number 
of that same paper called the Shepherd of the 
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Valley reiterating sentiments highly intolerant, 


declariñg, in fact, against liberty of conscience, 


religious toleration, liberty of speech, and even 
liberty of thought? Did not the honorable Sen- 
ator receive such a paper as that? 

‘Mr. CASS. I[did; and the amount of it was 
pretty much as the honorable Senator states. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Very well. I received such 
an one, and haveit now. At the top of that paper 
was the name of the Archbishop of that diocese, 
Peter Richard, I believe. The editor of the paper 
stated that he was authorized to use his imprima- 
tur, That, also, the honorable Senator saw. Now, 
sir, knowing as little about sects as any man, 
being as little of a sectarian as any man in the 
United States, andas little of a bigot, never having 
had the slightest feeling to persecute my fellow-ciil- 


zenon account of his religion, yet | will avail myself ; 


of this occasion to say, thatif these were the sen- 
timents of the Catholic church, then everything 
that has been urged against them in regard to in- 
tolerance is sustained; but I cannot and will not 
believe it without further evidence. 

Some of the most estimable friends I have in 
the world are Catholics. Some of my ancestors 
have been Catholics. I have no motive for be- 
lieving statements against them, and I will not 
believe them until they are substantiated, notonly 
by credible testimony, but by irresistible testi- 
mony; but let me bring my honorable friend from 
lowa back to this fact. If those men who are 


called “ Know-Nothings,’’ have seen such papers |! 


as that which the honorable Senator from Michi- 
gan has received, and which I received, they 
would probably form the opinion that here was 
existing in the cammunity a highly intolerant re- 
ligious sect, dangerous to their own religious 
liberty; and if they honestly. believed that, then 
my honorable friend surely would be one of the 
last men in the world to denounce them for their 
opposition to it; for F am sure he would be one of 
the very first to stand up always in defense of 
both civil and religious liberty. 

Mr. WELLER. I suppose it will be impossi- 
ble to obtain a vote to-day. I desire to submit a 
few observations on this subject, but I will post- 
pone those remarks until the substitute which 
has been submitted by the Senator from Michi- 
gan [Mr. Sruarr] shall be printed. I shall, there- 
fore, be compelled to move an adjournment, simply 
expressing the hope that there may be no serious 
difficulties between our two young friends upon 
the other side of the Chamber, who have been so 
belligerentthis afternoon. [{Laughter.} 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuespay, July 18, 1854. 
The House metateleveno’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. [lexry Suicer. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is upon the motion to recommit the bill, reported 


from the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads, to amend anact entitled ‘‘ An act to amend 
an act entitled an act to reduce and modify the 
yates of postage in the United States,” passed 
August 30, 1852. 

THOMAS K. GLENN. 

Mr. KERR. 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table Senate 
bill No. 448, being ‘“ An act for the relief of 
Thomas K. Glenn,” that it may be put upon its 
passage. The bill makes no appropriation of 
money. It merely empowers the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to correct an obvious mistake which he says 
ought to be corrected in a contract which one of 
my constituents made with the Post Office Depart- 

, ment for carrying the mail in 1851. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second 
time by its title, ordered to a third reading, and 
was subsequently read a third time, and passed. 


TERRITORY ACQUIRED FROM MEXICO. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following bill: 

“ An act declaring the southern..boundary of 
New Mexico.” bara i 


ed le ni 


The bill was read in extenso, foriinformation, as” 


follews: tare 


x 


I ask the unanimous consent of |: 


Be it enacted Şc., That until otherwise provided by law; 
the territory acquired under the Jate treaty with Mexico, 


ico, subject to all the laws of said named’ Territory, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I merely desivé to state to 
the House, in a few words, the objeét of the bill. 
|! Gentlemen who have lisfned to the reading of the 
bill will see at once the propriety: of its immediate 
passage. 
quired under the Gadsden treaty is now without 
law. There are no courts organized in the terri- 
! tory for the execution and enforcement of the laws, 
| It is netessary, therefore, inasmuch as the terri 
‘tory is open to settlement, that there should be 
, some laws for the protection and government of 
i the people who settle there. I hope, therefore, as 
; it seems absolutely necessary to extend the benefit 
of laws over that territory, that there will be no 
_ objection to the introduction and passage of the 
: bill. 

: Mr.CHANDLER. Will the gentleman from 
! Alabama allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Certainly. 
: Mr. CHANDLER. Does this bill come from 
“any committee? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. It does not. Iam on the 

Committee on Territories, but I do not propose 

the bil from that committee. It is so self-evident 
a proposition, that I did not think it necessary for 
it to receive the approbation of the committee. 

Mr. CHANDLER. How can we tell, before 
the boundary is run, what people are to come 
under our jurisdiction ? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The bill states it as all the 
| country acquired by the treaty with Mexico, and 
i which is annexed. That is the boundary. The 
: treaty settles the land that is acquired, and we 
annex just thatland which we acquired under the 
treaty. < 

Mr. CHANDLER. But we have appointed a 
: commission to ascertain what the boundaries are, 


i 
i 
| is hereby, incorporated with the Territory of New Mex- 
i 
| 


| thus acquired, 
| Mr. PHILLIPS. Iwillstate to my friend from 
į Pennsylvania, that that makes no difficulty. We 
j annexed Texas, and the boundaty was subse- 
; quently settled. It will constitute nó difficulty, as 
i the exact line shall be hereafter run. 
| Mr. PECKHAM. Are there any people resid- 
i ing on that acquired territory? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. There are. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Then I object to the intro- 
duction of the bill. 


NATIONAL HOTEL COMPANY. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. lask the unanimous 


| (No. 178,) ‘to incorporate the National Hotel 


Company of Washington City, with an amend- 
ment, and to have it put upon its passage. {appeal 


! one word in relation to it. 

Mr. OLDS. Has the morning hour commenced? 
The SPEAKER. It has. : 

Mr. OLDS. This is a bill which must neces- 
| sarily give rise to debate. 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir, it will not. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. I think it will, 
and therefore I object. 

Mr. DAVIS. i wish to appeal to my friend 
from New York to withdraw his objection. I 
| wish to make one statement. My colleague, the 
| chairman of the Committee for the District of 
i Columbia, is now absent from his seat, and con- 
| 
| 


! fined to his room; and I therefore desire for him 

to introduce this bill. 
Mr. JONES. Under 

withdraw my objection. 
Mr. WALSH. _I renew it. 7) 
Mr. DAVIS. Then let it go, . 


NEWSPAPER POSTAGE. 

| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia 
. [Mr. Smirna] is entitled to the floor, on the propo- 
i sition to recommit the following bill: 

A bill to amend an act entitled ‘An act to amend 
an act entitled ‘An act to reduce and modify the 
rates of postage in the United States,’ ’? passed 
| August 30, 1852. Feo 

Mr. OLDS. Ido not see the gentleman from 
Virginia in his place; and believing, as I do, that 
i this bill is thoroughly understood by the House, 
| after having been discussed when the proposition 
i was up some weeks ago, I move the previous 
} question. 


these circumstances I wäl 


commonly known as the Gadsden treaty, be, and the same 


The territory which wéthave lately ac- | 


; and to ascertain who are included within the lands į 


i consent of the House to report back Senate bill | 


to the courtesy of the House to permit me to say |! 


| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Task the gen- 
i | tleman from ‘Ohio to withdraw, for’a moment; his’ 
peal for the previous question. * = ea eae 
Mr. OLDS. Certainly. -I withdraw. it. 
| Mr. WASHBURN. Mr. Speaker; is: there a 
| motion pending to-refer this bill to the Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union?“ 
| The SPEAKER. There is not. fe gegiss 
: Mr. WASHBURN. Then, if it isin order ck: 
i will move to refer this bill to the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union; Ea ee 
| The SPEAKER. ‘There’ issa motion pending 
; to recommir it. Bg hd ce EES Bee 
| Mr. WASHBURN. But is-it not alsoin order’ 
| to make the: motion which | have indicated? 
The SPEAKER. Yes; it is also in order’ to 
move to send it to the Committee of the Whole: 
on the state of the Union. : 
Mr. WASHBURN. [hope that this bill will. 
not pass. I do not see any occasion for its’ pas- 
sage. I do not believe that it is demanded by the 
| wants of the country. On the showing of ‘the: 
: gentleman from Ohio, [Mr.-Oxps,] E believe itis 
i not demanded, and thatit ought not to pass. I 
believe that now, at the: present time, the Post 
Office Department is rightly considered a selfs 
sustaining Department. ~ p} i 
The Government uses this Department to'a 
very large extent. All the Departments of the 
Government use it. Itis used by the Post Office: 
Department as well as others; and: the Govern- 
ment has also considered it to be a matter of publi¢ 
interest, and for the public good, thatthe members 
of Congress should bave a right to use it without 
paying postage to the Department; use itto frank 
letters, documents published by order of Congress; 
i speeches, proceedings of the two Houses, &c.y 
for the information and advantage of the’ whole 
country, and not of the writers of letters and sub- 
scribers to newspapers merely. For all the pür- 
poses for which that Department is used, and 
which are for the interest of the country and ‘the 
people generally, all the people, the postage pay= 
ers, and non-postage payers, Ought to pay; and, 
to effect this, the Government should pay its own 
proportion, its own equitable and just share of the | 
expenses of the Department. © >. ao 
By the Government paying postage upon letters 
and newspapers, in the same manner and at-the 
same rates that individuals do, I believe the chairs 
man of the Gommittee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads (Mx. Oxns] will not deny that the De- 
partment would bea self-sustaining one. f believe 
he admits that fact. We have found it necessary 
to have post roads, and post offices, upon our fron 
tiers, for the purpose of forming connection be- 


t 
{ 


i 
i| tween this city, and the Atlantic sea-board: gen- 
i grally, with the exterior portions of thecountryż= 
| for the purpose of connecting the center with thë 
We have found it necéssary to 
i: have post roads and post offices for the benefit of 
ithe Army and the Navy, for the opening and facili- 
; tating settlementsin the Territories, and increasing 
i the sales of our lands for the advantage of the gen- 
eral Treasury. Those routes and offices are not 
! self-sustaining, but they are necessary for the in- 
terests of the Government, and the people gen- 
i erally, and for sustaining those distant frontier. 
routes, for transmitting intelligence from the des 
partments of the Government, the Government, 
‘and not the postage payers alone, ought to con- 
i tribute. . 
i. It is unreasonable to make the newspaper read- 
| 


, circumference. 


! ers and the letter-writers pay for transporting let- 
ters of the Government officers, and the mails of 
the departments, and for the establishment of post 
roads for carrying the mails into the far-off terri- 
tories, in the outside portions of the Republic. 
Make the Government pay what it should pay, 
what its fair proportion is, and the Department 
would be self-sustaining. But it is unreasonable 
i to make the newspaper readers and the letter- 
‘writers pay for those who do neither. It ig un- 
| equal and unjust, The service of the Post Office 
| establishment, to the extent of $2,000,000 at least, 
is for the uses and advantage of the Government. 
That amount, as itis incurred for the benefitofall, 
i should be paid by all from the ‘Treasury, into 
i| which all pay, and not by increasing the rates of 
{| postage which are paid by part only of the people. 
| Tee by a schedule which was read the other 
| day by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Ha~ 
| ven, } that in the State of Maine the Department is 
ji self-sustaining, and considerably more. ‘The post 


1780 


office receipts in that: State for 1853, according to- 
a statement in the speech of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr.-Onps,]. were $125,194 94, and the en- 
tire.eest of transporting the mail,and-the commis- |! 
sions of the postmasters, and all..expenses of the | 
Department, in and for that. State, amount to. 
$112,654 24, leaving a surplus of $12,540 70. The | 
postage payers of Maine, then, sustain the Depart- 

ment so.far ag they. are concerned, and contribute | 
some $12,000 for carrying the mails in other States, 

Bat the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ops] is not | 

_ Satisfied with that, and he proposes to. put upon: 
the: newspaper readers of the State of Maine an | 
additional tax for the advantage of other States, 
instead of requiring the Government to make up 

- the balance by paying for services which it has 
ordered and used, and which, if of any advantage, 
are.of advantage to; the people generally. {tis 
unjust and unequal. It is oppressive upon the 
people of that State—upon the newspaper readers | 
of that State. Maine now pays to the Depart- | 
ment a surplus of $12,000, not for her own use, 
but anothers; you propose to increase this surplus | 
by raising, in effect, the tax on newspapers, so that 
she will pay an excess over expenses of $20,000 or | 
$30,000, instead of $12,000. I protest against her 
being made to contribute more largely to the mail 
service than she now does; and maintain that the | 
deficit should be paid by the General Government. | 

Therefore it is that 1 object to the passage of | 
this bill, and I hope it will either be referred to the | 
Committee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union, 
where it can be discussed fully and at length, or | 
be laid upon the table. I have already made the | 
motion to refer it to the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, and in accordance with | 
my. promise to the gentleman from Ohio, I renew | 
the demand for the previous question, | 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. I have risen to | 
reply to the question put by the honorable gentle- | 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Smitn,] when this bill | 
was under discussion, a few days ago; and when | 
I had no opportunity to reply toit. That question 
was put to the opponents of the bill; and its words 
were: ‘* Are you not willing to have the Post Of 
fice Department sustained?” For one, I answer, 
that [am not. 

Government establishes a Post Office Depart- 
ment; and arrogates the exclusive right to carry 
our letters. It establishes its prices for the work; 
and, then, if we hesitate to pay, it scolds us with 
the inquiry : “ But arg you not willing to have the 
Post Office Department sustained??? We think it | 
wrong to be compelled to pay these prices—iirst, | 
because Government cannot do the work economi- | 
cally, and for reasonable prices—second , because 
Government bas no right to undertake the work; | 
and is guilty of usurpation in undertaking it. 1| 
hold that Government is a usurper, whenever it 
assumes a work which the people can do. 

Suppose Government should establish a 
“ Clothes Department;’”’ and should undertake to 
clothe all the people, young and old, male and 
female; and should claim the exclusive right to do 
so? Along with the dresses it sends the bills. The 
people grumble at both the bills'and the usurpa- 
tion;—-at the bills, because they are twice as great 
as would be the cost, were the work done by them- 
selves; and at the usurpation, because it is so fla- 
grant. But Government insultingly replies: “ Are | 
you. not willing ta have the ‘ Clothes Department? | 


sustained??? Would this be borne with? It would |! 


noti—-nor should the Post Office usurpation and | 
extravagance, 

I ask the gentleman from Virginia, if he believes | 
that Government can carry our letters and news- 
papers at as small expense as the work can be 
done for by private enterprise? If he does, why 
then, in the name of consistency, is he not in favor 
of our making Government the carrier of our mer- 
chandise and provisions and persons ?—of passen- 
gers and property? But that gentleman is a prac- | 
tical man. He is not, as in the public esteem I | 
am—a mere theorist. . He knows, better than Ii! 
cán tell him, that it would not cost private asso- | 
ciations one half as much to carry the mail as it '| 
costs Government, j 

But, he may say, that private associations | 
would, nevertheless, charge higher rates of post- 
age than would Government. Again, I would | 
say, that the gentleman from Virginia is a practical ; 
man; a man, too, of many ideas; and not labor- | 


| it forever, 


1i be a person of a one-man party like myself, or a 


charge for it will be brought down to the neigh- 
borhood of thggost of it- But, the gentleman will 


Office Department, individuals who live in remote 
and inaccessible, portions of the country will not 


at great cost. 
do with such a fact? Suppose a man should perch 
himself on the top-of the Rocky Mountains, and 
should complain to-the Government, that it costs 
him ten dollars, to get a letter to his mountain 
home; and should call on Government to deliver 
his letters at ten. cents a piece. Would Govern- 
ment be bound to listen to his call? Certainly not. 
If he will receive his letters under a ten cents rate 
of postage, let him come down from his eyrie, 


of civilized ‘life. Government is no more bound 
to indemnify him for the disadvantages of his 
home, in respect to postage, than in respect to other 
things: Nay, | insist that Government is no more 


advantages of it, to take up their home in the 
wilderness, let them bear its disadvantages pa- 


The gentleman from Virginia professed his wil- 


into competition with the Post Office Department. 
He told us that the bill provides for a virtual in- 
crease of newspaper, postage: and that, hence, 
private enterprise could sustain an easier competi- 
tion with the Post Office Department. But the 
competition, which he would encourage, is in car- 


i| rying newspapers only. Newspapers, the price 


for carrying which is but a few pennies a pound, 
private associations may carry. But letters, the 
price for carrying which isa dollara pound, Gov- 
ernmentatone shall have therighttocarry. Surely 
the gentleman was not in earnest. He was but 
joking. Ele was making experiments upon our 
stupidity for the amusement of himself and of 


were one of them to tell the other that he might 
have part of the bone—nay, that he might run his 
chance for even allthe bone—but that all the meat 


the gentleman’s similar proposition. ; 
Had the gentleman from Virginia been candid 
at this point, and really in earnest. to let individual 


Department, he would have permitted the compe- 
tition to extend to the carrying of letters, as well 
as newspapers. “Male the competition thus com- 
| prehensive, and it would not endure long. In less 


ernment would soon be gone. 

“ Flow long’ halt ye Detween two opinions?” 
But thisis not g pertinent quotation. We are not 
divided in opinions. We are agreed, that this 
work can be cheaper done, and, every way, better 


done, by private enterprise than by Government. 
| But most of us shrink from openly favoring so | 
radical and important an innovation, as the break- | 


ing up of the Post Office Department. Unless it 


} person like the honorable gentleman from North 


i - ~ ; 
| Carolina, [Mr. CLineman;,}] who is also of a one- 
i , 


man party, I scarcely know any on this floor, who 
have`so little to win or lose, as to venture to iden- 
| tify thegfselves with this innovation. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the people will ere long, de- 


| mand this innovation—this breaking up of thej 
Post Office Department—in tones that cannot be | 


resisted. 


own inherent falsity and folly. It must sink from 
its own weight, if not sooner overthrown and dis- 
placed by a rational and economical postal system. 
it is a system, too, directly and glaringly in the 


| face of reason, common sense, justice, economy, 


to live much longer. But I will not consume 
more of the time of the House. 
Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I 


ing under the reproach, as does my own unhappy | 
reputation, of being a man of one idea. The gen- i 


am desirous, before this measure is decided, to sub- 
mit one or two considerations, which seem to me to 


perhaps say, thatif Government gives up the Post. 


be able to get,their letters and newspapers, save, 
But pray, what has Government to. 


and live among the comforts and accommodations | 


bound to carry letters cheap for its citizens, than | 
it is to make a poor man rich, a sick man well, or 
an old man young. If people are tempted, by the | 


tiently, as weil aè enjoy its. advantages gratefully. | 


lingness to encourage private enterprise to come | 


others, who love to see what easy dupes we are. | 
Were two gentlemen to sit down to a turkey; and | 


he must reserve to himself-——the air of affected lib- ! 
erality, with which-he would make this proposi- | 
tion, would be very likethat, which characterized | 


The Post Office Department is doomed, from its | 
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tleman mast, therefore, know that’ when ‘a work: 
is thrown open to unlimited competition, : the’ 


enterprise into competition with the Post Office |! 


than six months the Government would fly from | 
So far as the carrying of letters and || 
papers is concerned, the occupation of the Gov- | 


be of some importance, in view of the interests to 
be prejudiced. I have no desire to: enter at large 
into thediscussion. In the first place, lam free to 
say that | believe the bill is one of the most mis- 
chievous that has been introduced here this session. 
Although I have listened with much interest to 
the arguments which have been addressed to the 
House in support of the bill, still, in view of the 
facts now existing in the Departmentand country, 
Iam unable to see the ground upon which gen- 
tlemen can stand to ask us to increase the price. 
of newspapers by augmenting the postage on 
them for transportation through the mails. If I 
understand correctly, the object of the bill is, to 
derive revenue by imposing a tax on the readers of 
printed matter. It repeals the discount now al- 
lowed for prepayment, and thereby doubles the 
postage, or tax, on printed matter. | contend 
that the bill is wrong in principle. Indeed, it. 
seems to me that the case must be urgent which 
would call for the throwing of obstacles in the 
way of the onward progress of the intellect of 
the country; and unles the chairman of the com- 
mittee shall show to the House that the strong 
necessities of the Government require it, the 
House will hesitate long before they pass such a 
aw. ; ; ; 
It is contended that the Post Office Department 
should sustain itself, and itis contended that those 
who use the Post Office Department should pay 
for its privileges; and,as I understand it, upon 
these two grounds the argument in favor of the 
bill rests. So far as the first proposition is con- 
cerned, | think the time has come when we should 
examine with great care the proposition itself’, to 
see if it is well founded. 1 know very well that 
by reference to early reports in connection with 
the Post Office, it will be found to have been as- 
sumed as a principle that the Department should 
ay for itself. But I undertake to say, that the 
acis now existing, and the experience of the past 
few years, haveshown to us that in this country, 
whatever may be the result elsewhere, it is not the 
principle upon which the Department should rest. 
If itis, lam still prepared, as I think, to show that 
in proper time the Department would beable to 
sustain itself, The experiment has not been tried 
long enough, and there have been obstacles thrown 
in the way which have prevented. its successful 
working; and I think that in time the Department, 
under the present rates of postage, will abundantly 
support itself. 

But, waiving this, I ask what ground is there 
for contending that the Department should sup- 
port itself in the United States? While we are 
organizing Territories, and while we are estab- 
lishing post routes in parts of the country sparsely 
settled, and while weare putting upon the Depart- 
ment the burden of sending from post to post 
the immense amount of matter franked by Con- 


| gress and by every branch of the governmental 


departments, how can it be contended here, un- 
der these circumstances, that the theory of the 
Post Office Department would require that it should 
support itself. No gentleman has given a good 
reason why it should, any more than that any other 
department of the Government should sustain 
itself. I suppose the honorable chairman of the 
committee will agree that, up to 1852, the Depart- 
‘ment did more than sustain itself. I have here 
a statement of the aggregate amount of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the Department from 
1790 to 1851 inclusive, and I find that the expenses 
of the Department were $65,157,000, while the 
receipts of the Department during the same period 
were $65,819,000, leaving a balance to the credit 
of the Department of $668,000, more or less. 


i That estimate terminates with the year 1851. 


In the year 1852 the deficit was about $200,000. 
That is to say, up to the year 1853, there was 
to the credit of the Department something over 
$400,000. 1 suppose itis true that in the year 
1853 the deficit in the Department from the re- 
ceipts over the expenditures was very large. I 
am not aware that the amount has been stated 
precisely in the course of this discussion. To 
what is this deficit attributable? I would like the 
ohairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads to say to what he thinks that deficit 
in the Department is fairly attributable; and to 
say whether it be not attributable to three causes; 
not to the diminished postage alone, by. any 
means, but to the great increase in the number of 
post routes, in the expensive character of those 
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routes, and in the Immense amount of privileged 
correspondence and franked documents? Will 
the honorable chairman tell us how many: new |i 
post routes—eXpensive post routes—have been 
established in parts of the country where self- || 
support would be impossible, since the latter part |! 
of 1852? Will the chairman also.say to us how | 
much matter has been franked from the Depart- |! 
ments, and by members of Congress? I under- |! 
take to say, and I desire to be corrected if my |i 
statement is not true, that it has been found, by || 
examination at the Post Office Department, that || 
if the amount of matter mailed from the Depart- |, 
mente by the different branches of Government, |! 
and by members of Congress were estimated, it will 
come to a larger sum than the deficit in the ac- 
counts of the Post Office Department. I under- 
stand that on that point there has been an esti- 
mate made at the Post Office in the city of Wash- 
ington. IL desire to know whether lam or ami 
not correct in that respect. And IT understand || 
that it was ascertained by one month’s careful in- || 
vestigation—-so far as an approximate estimate || 
could be made-#that the deficit would be morethan || 
made up, if the amount of matter sent by the |; 
Government, and franked by members of Con- || 
gress, were paid for. li 
Mr. OLDS. Will the gentleman from Massa- || 
chnsetts allow me to reply to his inquiry? i 
Mr. ELIOT. Certainly. i 
Mr. OLDS. The estimate of the deficit of the i} 
Post Office Department for the present fiscal year || 
is $1,800,000. The actual deficit will be over |! 
$2,000,000. The estimated deficit for the next fis- 
cal year is $2,440,000 additional. I cannot now 
say what the actual deficit will be. Let it be re- 
membered that this sum does not embrace the 
amount for ocean mail steamers, $1,500,000. Add 
that to the deficit for the present year, and it will |: 
make it $3,506,000, and it will make the deficit of |; 
the next fiscal year $4,000,000. The free matter sent || 
by the Post Office Department estimated from that |! 
for the month of January, would be $1,440,000. 
Mr. ELIOT. I do not understand, Mr. 
Speaker, that the honorable gentleman has replied 
distinctly to one of my inquiries, whether, if the 
whole amount of matter mailed from all the De- || 
partments, and from the legislative halls, were |i 
paid for, the deficit in the Post Office Department |: 
would not be made up? 
Mr. OLDS. I said that the whole of it would | 
amount, according to the account for the month 
of January—in which the account was kept at 
the Post Office Department for the legislative de- 
partment of the Government, and all the Execu- 
tive Departments—to some $1,440,000. That is 
for the whole, While the deficit, leaving out the |: 
ocean steamer service, is $2,440,000. | 
Mr. ELIOT. I understand the honorable gen- |; 
tleman to speak of the actual deficit of 1853, esti- | 
mating the amount of mail matter according to |!| 
the account kept during the month of January, | 
1854, which would reduce, according to that state- | 
ment, the deficit about one half, excluding the ex- 
penses of the ocean mail steamer service. I do 
not find, from the statistical tables of the Depart- 
ments which have been furnished to this House, the 
means of ascertaining how far the gentleman is |i 
or isnot correct, To this deficit it is said much | 
would be added by the ocean steamer service. li 
Mr. OLDS. Itis an easy matter to ascertain | 
what that is. Those services are matter of con- 
tract. We pay $870,000 to the Collins mail line, || 
and $730,000 to the San Francisco line per annum, |i 
t 


making more than $1,500,000. The estimated |; 
deficit of the. Post Office for the last year was | 
$1,800,000, but the actual deficit was upwards of || 
$2,000,000. The estimated deficit for the next; 
fiscal year is $2,400,000. | 

Mr. ELIOT. In 1852 the change was effected | 
in the legislation. 

Mr. OLDS. Upon newspapers only. 


Mr. ELIOT. And when upon other mail mat- |; 
ter? H 
Mr. OLDS. In 1851. | 


Mr. ELIOT. The amount of deficit in that 
year was about $200,000. That was the year in 
which the postage was changed upon the news- 
papers. 7 i 

Mr. OLDS. For the first fiscal year after the |; 
act of 185] went into operation, the deficit was |; 
over $200,000. Under the law of 1852, the post- |. 
age on newspapers had fallen off over $600,000. |: 
That was embraced in the receipts of the Depart- il 


| of the reasons. 
routes and new offices. 


!! share. 


i from place to place for less than is now charged 


: through the mails. k | 
extent might work no hardship; but it would do | 


i no good to the Department. 


| —I refer to the honorable gentleman from Missis- 


ment for the first fiscal year after the act of 185] 
went into effect. 

Mr. ESOT. To what does the gentleman at- 
tribute the fact, that, during the first year after the 
law was changed, the deficit was so small as the 
amount named, $200,000; which is about the 
amount of deficit shown by the official returns? 

Mr.OLDS, The gentlemen himself states one 
We have established new mail 


But there is another reason, and it is the in- 
creased expenditure of the Department upon the 


| railroads of this country. This is adding hun- 
| dreds of thousands to the expenses of the Depart- |} 
: ment every year. 


Mr. ELIOT. And I pray to ask, if, because of 


: this expenditure, thus increased, the reading pub- 


lic, that portion of the people who read papers and 


| pamphlets, should be taxed to pay it? 


Mr.OLDS. Do not they getall the advantages 


| of the mail service? 


Mr. ELIOT. Itis very well known, if we re- 


| gard the public in these United States, if we take 
|i Into account the fact that everybody is busy all 
|; the time, busy at the desk, the counting-room, at 
| the wharf, in the workshops and in the legislative | 


halls; busy everywhere, it is perfectly obvious 


| that the fact must be, and we know the fact is, !| 
; that the great amount of information derived by 
| the people of the United States, is derived from 


the periodical press of the country. Why, Mr. 
Speaker, we cannot, as a people, read books. 
There is, to be sure, a vast amount of that species 
of reading done; more of it, perhaps, than in any 
other country. But asa people we cannot read 
books requiring time and thought, and our read- 


| ing is mostly of newspapers and periodical publi- 
| cations. 


The larger part of the acquired knowl- 
edge of our people is from the periodical literature 


of the country, and of this the daily issues of the || 


press constitute a large portion. 

I had the honor of a conversation the other day 
with a gentleman who occupies an enviable place 
in this House, who said to me—and his statement 


|i would be that of many others upon this floor— 
i: that he was brought up ona farm, that his muscle | 


was developed behind the plow, and that his 
reading of books was done at night and on rainy 
days. But he said that for the last ten years his 


` incessant occupation had almost disabled him from 


reading books; and that is the experience of thou- 
sands in the country. They cannot read books; 
but their reading is principally confined to newspa- 
pers and periodicals. But now the attempt is made 


| tocompei this portion of the public to pay twice the 
| present amount of postage charged on that species 


of reading where it passes through the post office. 

Mr. OLDS, (interrupting.) No, sir; that is 
not the object or effect of the bill. Ft is to make 
the men who read the newspapers pay for them, 
and not the public. Under the present arrange- 
ment, the public have to pay for the newspapers, 
and not the men who read them. 

Mr. ELIOT. Very well. But you make the 
readers pay twice as much. i 

Mr. OLDS. Yes, sir; that is justit. 


Mr. ELIOT. Butit does not appear that the H 
readers of newspapers do not now pay their proper |; 


Let the Government cease to interfere at 


all. Let the Government lift its hand altogether. 


Let private enterprise do the work, or let the rates | 
| of postage, so far as the press and our periodical | 
| literature are concerned, remain as they are. Do |; 
not let us, as the honorable gentleman from Ohio į 


asks us to do, take a step backward. 
It has been contended that if this bill should 
pass, newspapers will, to agreat extent, be carried 


If that is so, the bill to that 


So far as the bill 
would be effective, it will be injurious. 


But it was argued by one gentleman who ad- | 


dressed the House upon the subject the other day 


sippi, (Mr. Barryj—that those who use the post 


people. 


Mr. OLDS. Certainly; that is precisely what 


T wish. I introduced a bill-into this House the 
other day containing: a provision for making the: 
Government pay for all the matter now franked 
through the mails. But, if I mistake not, the gen. 
tleman voted for the motion to lay the bill upon 
the table. zA ; Mice ee 
Mr. ELIOT. The géntleman states correct- 
ly. I did so vote. If the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio introduces a bill into the House eon- 
taining features which I believe tobe objectiona- 
|| ble, he must not expect me to vote for it because 
there may be one feature which I might be other: 
|| wise disposed to favor. : 
| Mr, OLDS. Iam happy fo hear the gentleman. 
| say he favors that proposition, for I propose to 
| introduce a separate bill which shall contain’ that 
' proposition by itself, ; : 
| Mr. ELIOT. Wel, sir, I must say I com 
| mend the perseverance of the honorable gentleman 
+ from Ohio in continuing to introduce bill after bill, 
| although the House knocks them in the head as 
|! soon as they make their appearance. And now 
we are told that we are to have still another one. 
Well, sir, I can assure the honorable gentleman 
that whenever he shall present a bill here that 
shall commend itself to my reason, it shall receive 
my support. ine 
| Mr.OLDS. Thank you. 
| Mr. ELIOT. I objected to the provision in the 
‘bill the other day, because I believed thatthe, 
practical effect of it would not be to abolish the: 
franking privilege. The honorable gentleman, it 
seemed to me, sought to accomplish that object by | 
legislation, the practical effect of which would not 
lighten the work of the Departments, or of mèm- 
bers of Congress; or accomplish any real benefit 
to the Post Office; or change substantially the 
| right now used of franking documents and. letters 
| through the office. s See 
| But the argument in favor of the passage of this | 
; billis, that those who use the post office should pay 
for the post office. Well, sir, without going into’ 
; any argument at length upon this point, I say in - 
reply that itis impossible to carry such a‘ prop 
osition into effect justly, without fixing different 
rates of postage in the different sections of the 
United States. Unless that is done, I am unable 
| to see how the honorable gentleman will succeed 
in making those who use the post office pay for it: 
Sir, has the honorable gentleman examined the 
| statistics which throw light on this proposition?: 
The gentleman from Maine has referred to his 
own State. From the statistical tables furnished 
| by the Department, I find that during the ‘year 
1853 the total receipts were $125,194, and the 
| expenses were $52,767. In New Hampshire the 
collections were $81,000, against $31,000 expendi- . 
| tures. Vermont has $78,000, against $62,000. 
| Massachusetts $453,000 receipts, against $130,117 
| expenditures. 
| Mr.OLDS. There is an error in the statement 
‘just there. By a statement from the auditor’s 
| office, which I have in my hand, I learn that the 
| expenditures in Massachusetts for the year 1853 
|i were $298,366 56. 
i| Mr. ELIOT. I should like to know in.what 


li the error consists. I presume that the postmasters’ 
‘| commissions are included in the amount given by 
|i the gentleman, and not in that which I have read. 
i| Mr, OLDS. They are included in the amount 
| I have given, because they fall under the expendi- 
l! tures of the Department 

i Mr. ELIOT. 


I thought that was not exactly 
| so, and believed, from the statistics furnished, 
'| that the net. postage collected was $453,966. But 
he same fact stated by the gentleman must apply, 
| I presume, to the other States, as well as to Mas- 
achusetts. The statement for Rhode Island is 
$47,000 receipts, against $12,000 expenditures. Is 
not the same fact true there? 

Mr. OLDS. The statement of the auditor, in 
regard to Rhode Island, is $47,377 79 receipts, 
against $30,817 35 expenditures. 

Mr. ELIOT. Then the same relative differ- 


j 


| find, so far as the returns from Massachusetts:are’ - 


iy 
ie 
|| accurate idea of the amount.of-the transportation > 
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$ 
through the States. It is said, that although the 
expenses here given are chargeable to each State, 
that-yet there are expenditures which ought not to 
be so charged, because they are for routes running | 
through the State, the benefits of which are else- 
where. 1 presume that is eminently true in regard 
to the State of Maryland. And so it is true that 
there are many cross mail routesin Massachusetts 
over which letters. and packages are carried, the 
expenses.of which are chargeable, and are charged, 
to that State, while no revenue is derived by her 
on account of such routes. This is true with re- | 
gard to Massachusetts, and I presume that it is | 
true, to a greater or less extent, in some other | 
States. You will find, upon an examination of | 
this table, which I will furnish for publication, 
` that the expenses of the State of Maryland are 
$152,000, while the expenses of transportation are 
$191,000. Gentlemen will find that the difference 
im some States is very great indeed. In New Jer- ; 
sey the postages collected were $89,000, while the 
expenses were $74,000. 

Mr. OLDS. The statements of the gentleman 
are inaccurate, inasmuch as they do not contain 
the commissions of the postmasters, In New | 
Jersey the total amount of expenditure was | 

| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


$109,913 91, while the postages collected were | 
$89,074 17. | 

Mr. ELIOT. Fam surprised that we have not 
had the means of obtaining information from the 
Department of the kind which has been pro- 
duced by the gentleman from Ohio, and which | 
appears to correct the tabular statement upon jj 
which we are to base our action. In the State of | 
Mississippi, the postazes collected were $73,000, | 
while the expenses of the transportation were | 
$115,900. I name that State because it is the | 
State which the honorable gentleman represents 
[Mr. Barry] who contended the other day that 
those who use the post office should pay for it. 
1 do it for the purpose of saying that it would 
be altogether out of the question to make that || 
ruleapply unless a different rate of postage should 
be established in one part of the country from 
that which prevails in another, Why should the; 
citizen of Rhode Island pay more than he pays || 
now for post office accommodation, when the || 
amount chargeable to his State for post office ex- i 
penses is not more than one third of the amount | 
which the State itself accounts for and pays over 
to the General Government. Because the State || 
of Mississippi is so situated that the receipts from `i 
the Post Office Department do not pay the ex- | 
penses, would it be equitable, would it be right, | 
that the citizens of Rhode {sland should be made || 
to pay more than they already do, when now they || 
pay so large a proportionate amount? i 

Mr. BARRY, (interrupting.) Will the gentle- |: 
man allow me to ask him a question? If, asa!) 
mutter of justice, the postage collected in one part : 
of the country should be expended there, why |! 
should not the tariff collected in a State be spent | 
there? We will pay you the surplus of postage || 
if you will make up the necessary deficit which : 
we pay upon the tariff. | 

Mr. ELIOT, IT am afraid it would bea bad i 
bargain for the State which the gentleman repre- 
sents. The gentleman from Mississippi says that | 
the amount collected within a State should be ex- | 
pended within the State. Is the difference be- | 
tween the amount which Massachusetts expends : 
for post offices and mail reutes,and the sum which 
she receives from postages collected, expended 
within the Commonwealth? Certainly not. It is 
paid over to the General Government, and the 
sum so paid more than makes up the deficit in | 
the account of the State which the honorable gen- | 
tleman represents. Massachusetts does some- || 
thing more than pay for the deficit in Mississippi. | 
In view of these facts L ask whether it is right to ! 
impose a heavier tax upon one part of the com- | 
mon country for the benefit of the other, and to | 
sustain and justify such imposition by the argu- 
ment that those who use the post office should 
pay its expenses. 

I have a statement prepared for the purpose of 
showing the interest affected by this bill, In this 
discussion there has been no statement made by | 
which it would appear to what extent the people i 
of the country will be affected. We legislate to 
give our friends from foreign countries a home- 
stead; and now the gentleman from Ohio wants 
to offset tbat kind of legislation by imposing upon 
his constituente, I cannot help saying, a double 


l 
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| 
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| 
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| these publicationsthat goes through the Post Office 


i alone, preity generally. 
Mr. ELIOT. I am rather inclined to think 
| that the truth lies between the two propositions. 


| the argument that this is a bill to affect the city | 


charge. on all the newspapers they receive. Let 
us take care of our friends at home as well as of 
those who choose to make homes among us here 
from foreign lands. The honorable member [Mr. 
Ops] willfind, by consulting the statistics, that his 
own State, the State of Ohio, will be injured to as 
great an extent as almost any Siate in the Com- 
monwealth except that from which ] come, and 
perhaps the State of New York, by the passage 
of the bill on the table. Why, there are in the 
State of Ohio two hundred and sixty-one papers | 
and periodicals printed. Thereis acirculation of 
four hundred and fifteen thousand one hundred 
and nine copies, and there isan annual issue of 
thirty million four hundred and seventy-three | 
thousand four hundred and seven. The effect of 

the passage of this bill would be that every one of 


Department, would have to pay double theamount 
now charged, 

Mr. OLDS. Will the gentleman allow me to 
correct him again? 

Mr. ELIOT. Certainly. 

Mr. OLDS. I venture to say that not one in 
twenty of these publications will be affected by the 
passage of this bill, from the fact that a paper cir- |! 
culates through the mails in the county where itis 
published withoutexpense. Itgoesfree. It would 
be the same thing in regpect to the country press 
in Massachusetts. But when we come to the 
commercial cities, we find that itis the large-circu- 
lation papers of these cities that will be affected by 
the passage of this bill, as it is only these papers 
that circulate largely outside of the county where 
they are published, and even outside of the State. | 
But it will not at all affect the county papers 
which circulate in the counties, and in the counties | 


That the country press will not be affected so much 
as the city press, | have no doubt. But that the 
country press will not be affected at all, is a proposi- 
tion which | am by no means inclined to admit. 
The honorable gentleman may speak of its effect 
in Ohio, but f think I may say, sofar as Massa- 
chusetts is concerned, that the fact would not be 
found as he states it, Undoubtedly the city press 
would be most affected, and that has given rise to 


press, as between the city and country. Now, the 

answer to this is twofold, So faras the city press is 

concerned, the probability is, that if the bill passes, 

these papers would not go through the mails. 

Then the bill would do no good to the Depart- 

ment. If the bill should pass, and if the papers | 
did go through the mails, then both city and | 
country would be affected. Do not the honorable 
gentleman ’s constituents receive papers from New 
York? And are they not, so far,as much affected 
by the rates of postage on papers issued at that 
end of the country as they would be on papers 
issued near them? 

Mr. OLDS. Yes; and I am willing that the |) 
people in my State who take the papers from New | 
York shall pay the postage for them which they | 
cost the Government to transport them. 

Mr. ELIOT, The gentleman will find, by ex- 
amination, (I will publish the tabular statement | 
which I have prepared,) that throughout the coun- | 
try there are two thousand five hundred and twen- | 
ty-six papers and periodicals printed. This I | 
take from the statistical tables furnished by the 
census of 1850. { ought to say that it goes back to 
that time which is the last period at which I could 
find reliable information. But, taking the informa- 
tion there furnished, it appears there are two thou- 
sand five hundred and twenty-six papers and pe- | 
riodicals. There were issues amounting to five |! 
million one hundred and eighty-three thousand | 
three hundred and seventy-seven. And the annual j! 
and total issue, at that time, amounted to fourhun- i 
dred and twenty seven million four hundred and | 
eight thousand nine hundred and fifty-eight. 
_ Here is the table from which I have been read- 
ing: i 
Newspapers and Periodicals published in the United : 

States in 1850. 


i 
| 


ji 
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ii 
i 
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[ 

Annual | 

States and Territories. Number. Circulation. Copies. |) 
New Hampshire... 38 60,176 3,067,552 |; 
Maine... 49 63,837 4,203,064 || 
Vermont....... . 35 45,956 2,567,662 || 
Massachusetts.. + 209 716,969 64,820,564 || 
Rhode Teland........0. 19 25,975 2,756,950 |! 


Connecticut...........4 . 46 53,116 4,267,932 
New York...... » 42 1,622,779 115,885,473 
New Jersey... 44,454 4,098,678 
Pennsyivania 983,218 84,898,672 
Delaware 7,500 421,200 
Maryland......... 124,287 19,612,724 
District of Columbia..... 18 101,362 11,126,236 
Virginia.. ...... seicew eo S 89,134 9,223,068 
North. Carolina.......... 51 36,839 2,020,564 
South Carolina.. .. 46 55,715 7,145,930 
Georgia -. dl 67,484 4,070,866 
Florida.. stesewesiees JO 5,750 339,800 
Alabama....e.s.e è 60 34,957 2,662,741 
Mississippi 50 30,870 1,752,504 
Louisiana. 55 80,847 12,416 224 
Texases 34 19,137 1,296,924 
Arkansas..,. sees 9 7,250 377,000 
k TDA oiis orere S 50 67,877 
Kentucky...scsees- . 62 _ 84,686 
Missouri. SOTEER 6L 70,480 
Hingis 107 88,623 5,102,276 
Indiana.. 107 63,352 4,316,828 
Ohio..... 261 415,109 30,473,407 
Michigan 58 52,718 63,247,738 
Vis 46 33,236 2,665,487 
Towa..... 29 23,000 1,512,800 
California Pirae 7 4,600 764,200 
New Mexico Territory.. 2 900 98,800 
Oregon Territory...... ee 2) 1,134 58,968 
2,526 5,183,377 427,408,958 
Now, sir, this was four years ago. The in- 


crease since that time I cannot estimate. I have 
set out these facts for the purpose of showing the 
extent of the interest which this bill prejudicially 
affects, if it operates substantially, and according 
to the expectation of the honorable chairman.* 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, (interrupting.) I 
would ask the Chair if the morning hour has 
expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not, by one minute. 

Mr. ELIOT. As the hour is so nearly out, 1 
will yield the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I move that the House 

roceed to the business upon the Speaker’s table, 
There is an immense amount of business there 
which we might as well dispose of. 

The motion was agreed to 

RECESS OF CONGRESS. 

The first business in order was the consideration 
of the concurrent resolution of the Senate, ‘‘pro- 
viding for a recess from the firs. Monday of July 


: until the third Monday of October. ”? 


Mr. HOUSTON. We have disposed of this 
matter, and 1 move to lay the resolution upon the 
table. : f 

The motion was agreed to, 


IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD. 

The next busines in order on the Speaker’s 
table was the bill of the House ‘‘granting the 
right of way to the St. Louis and Iron Mountain 
railroad, through the arsenal, magazine, and Jef- 


i! ferson barracks tracts,” returned from the Senate 
; with an amendment. 


Mr. BENTON. I move that the House concur 
in the Senate amendment. 

Mr. ORR. I am opposed to concurring in the 
amendment; and before I present my views to the 
House, I ask that it may be read: 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Page first, line thirteen, strike out the words “that a 
good wire or other substantial fence be placed by said com- 
pany between the road and the public grounds, with snita~ 


*The following table shows the amounts actually cred- 
ited for the transportation of the mails, by States and Ter- 
ritories, and the amount of postages collected in the same : 


States and Territories. Total 
posta ges collected. 
vrese $125,194 94 


Transportation. 


Maine.. 852,767 88 


New Hampshire. e... 84,708 53 31,999 45 
Vermont....... 78,638 86 62,476 85 
Massachusetts.......0005 453,966 80 130,117 13 
Rhode Island. eesse 47,3877 79 12,139 72 
| Connecticuts.ccsseeceeses 146.364 50 64,173 13 
New York.. 1,175,516 06 455,019 76 
Delaware 16,310 71 9,412 00 
New Jerse 89,074 17 74,139 55 
Pennsylvania. s... 488,308 30 238,019 69 
Maryland.....eccecee es.. 152,158 H 191,586 20 
District of Columbia..... 37,832 89 - 
Virginia cess ccc cae 183,472 19 313,234 72 
| N orth Carolina. 60,751 51 175,630 59 
South Carolina. 82.985 75 327,169 19 
Georgia..... 142.800 14 215,238 78 
Florida... 16,878 83 38,66! 99 
Alabama . 96,081 85 178,543 35 
M sippi. 73,108 QE 115,924 92 
Te 47,364 46 + 139,352 19 


Kentucky 112,542 60 139,028 15 


se 96,757 19 136,260 14 

eais + 73,570 83 46,608 00 
isiana..., 122,170 18 90,420 73 
Tennessee... + 83,701 10 92,885 29 
Missouris... seeene 98,781 82 140,454 Al 
TinGis. oc cece eee esa eeee 175,346 83 181,611 19 
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‘ble iron gates and crossing places, at such points as may be 
designated by the-commanding officer at Jefferson bàr- 
racks, the number of gates not to exceed four at the Jeffer- 
sou barracks, one at the magazine, and. one at the arsenal,” 
and insertin lieu thereof the following: è 

“ Thata strong, substantial, plank fence be erected by 
said company between the road and the public grounds, at 
such place, and of such character, as the commanding ofi- 
cer of Jefferson barracks shall direct, with suitable iron 
gates, not exceeding four, atsuch points as shall be selected 
by such commanding officers and the said company shall 
aiso cause to be constructed two covered ways at suitable 
places in front of said publie grounds, and in such a man- 


ner as shall be approved by said commanding officer; and | 
if, after the fence herein provided for shall have been | 


erected, and the said road put in operation, it shall be 


found, in the opinion of the President, to be insufficient for ; 


the protection of lives and property, or for any other sufii- 
ecient reason, he may require a fence of brick, stone, or 
iron, to be constructed, and the said company shall cause 
the same to be erected accordingly, at their proper cost and 
charges.” $ 


Mr: ORR. I ask the attention of the House 


to this Senate amendment, and also to the original | 


bill which passed the House. At the last session 


of Congress, Mr. Speaker, upon the application | 


of the stockholders of this St. Louis and Iron 
Mountain Railroad, the Committee on Public 
Lands, of which I was then a member, reported a 
bill granting the right of way through the arsenal 
and magazine 
the vicinity of St. Louis. 

The bill passed Congress containing a restric- 
tion. It provided that the right of way should be 
granted upon such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary of War might prescribe, so that the 
public interest in these grounds should not be in- 
jured or affected. I say, inthat way the bill was 
reported to this House from this Committee on 
Public Lands, and in that way it passed both 
branches of Congress. The Government granted 

_ tothe railroad company what they desired only, 
reserving to the Secretary of War the right to 
make such reservations as in his opinion were 
necessary to preserve the public works in the 
vicinity. 

Well, sir, after the bill had passed, and become 
a law, application was made to the Secretary of 
War, who.was familiar with the site, who was 
familiar with the locality, who had been stationed 
there in times gone by, and who was therefore 
capable of deciding correctly, to know what re- 
strictions would be imposed. He did impose 
certain restrictions, five in number. But, sir, this 


company, finding these restrictions likely to be | 
onerous to them, came back here to this House, | 


indirectly appealing from the decision which had 
been made by the Secretary of War. They come 
back here, and ask that Congress shall give them 


permission to disregard the restrictions which the | 


Secretary of War had imposed upon them as 
necessary for the protection of the public interests, 
and that they may have the right of way without 
any restriction being imposed upon them. 

Now, sir, this was a bounty in the first place. 
It was a gratuity upon the part of the Govern- 
ment to allow a private corporation to go through 
the public grounds without compensation—with- 
out consideration. Sir, if these lands belonging 


to the Government had been the private property | 


of a private individual, this Iron Mountain rail- 
road company would have been compelled to pay 
perhaps thousands of dollars for the right of way. 
But because it was likely to promote the trade 
and commerce of St. Louis, and to accommodate 
the people of Missouri, theGovernmentsaid: We 
will allow this right of way without charge, pro- 
vided that you will comply with such conditions 
as the Secretary of War may impose. We leave 
the matter with him, and you must comply with 
such conditions as he says are necessary to pro- 
tect our property there. Sir, this company pay 
nothing for this privilege—not a dollar. We 
have given them this bounty, and still they are 
dissatisfied, and appeal from that decision, and 
come hereto obtain a removal of those restrictions. 
Mr. Speaker, how many members of this House 
can tell the amount of injury that will be done to 
the public grounds by the passage of this bill in 
its present shape? How many members here can 
tell the extent of the injury that will result to the 
Government from the passage of this bill? Iti 
assumed that these restrictions are not needed for 
the protection of the publie interest. Well, sir, 
the Secretary of War, who was charged with the 
. protection of those interests, says they are neces- 
sary. lask gentlemen to consider this matter be- 
fore they vote for the passage of this bill. Lam 


rounds at Jefferson barracks, in | 


ii 
it 


f 
1 


f 


| 
i 
| 
j 


bto the public inter 


! 26th of October. 


determined, before I shail close these remarks, to 


! spread before the House such evidence as that, if 


this bill passes, no gentleman can say that he did 


| not Know it was going to injure the public prop- 
erty. 


Mr. EASTMAN. What were the limitations 
and regulations imposed by the Secretary of War? 
Mr. ORR. Before reading a communication 
from the Secretary of War, which will furnish the 


i gentleman from Wisconsin with all the informa- 
! tion he desires, I shall beg leave to~state how it 


came into my possession. [t will be remembered 
that this bill was introduced at an early day of 
this session, and that, at the time, I made objec- 
tion toit. Referred for consideration to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, it was reported back 
to the House, and passed during my absence. 


| Had [ been present, I should have opposed its pas- 
Sage. Seeing that it had passed the Senate as well 
as this body, { addressed a leiter to the Secretary 


of War, requesting that he would put me in pos- 
session of all the facts and conditions in the mat- 
ter. In reply, he wrote me, in these words: 
War DEPARTMENT, 
WASHINGTON, Junuury 28, 1854. 


Sir: I have considered the memorial of the president 
aud directors of the St. Louis and fron Mountain Railroad 
Company, in regard to the action of this Department, under 
the act which grants them the right of way through the 
public grounds ay the St. Louis arsenal, the St. Louis ma- 
rine hospital, and Jetferson barracks, but by one proviso 
makes the location subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of War, and by another imposes the condition that the toca- 
tion of the road can, in his opinion, be wade without injury 


Soon atter the passage of the act, the engineer of the cam- 
pany submitted a map ofthe proposed toeation, for the ap- 
proval of this Department; and, after carefully considering 
the views expressed by the heads of the appropriate bu- 
reaus, and other officers who had. reported on the subject, 
the following propositions were made to the company + 

J. The read through the arsenal grounds to be locutedgpne 
hundred feet further east than the line -on the map sub- 
mitted. i 

2. The railroad company to be required to place a stone 
wall, of suct height as the commanding officer shall desig- 
nate, between the road and the ground oceupied for military 
purposes, with suitable iron gates and ways, and a strong 
wire fence between the road and the water, wilh suitable 
iron gates and crossing places; the number of gates not to 
exceed four at Jefferson barracks, one at the magazine, and 
one at the arsenal—the points to he selected by the com- 
manding officer thereof, but the Government to have the 
right to open as many ways across the railroad to the water, 
as the circumstances of the service may require, but with- 
out expense to the company: the road from the arsenal to 
the water to be passed over by a bridge, iu such manner as 
to cause no obstruction. 

3a. The commanding officer’s house, and any other 
houses it may be necessary to remove in consequence of 
the road passing through the publie gronnds, to be taken 
down and removed to sites designated by the commanding 
officer, and put up at the expense of the company. 

4th. The company to keep the gates, fences, and cross- 
ing places in repair as long as they retain the right of way 
for the road; and to keep at all times watchmen or other 
suitable persons to give timely uotice of the approach of 
trains. 

5th. That the company shall be responsible for all losses 
which may be sustained by the public, either by the de 
struction of public property, or by collision with the trains 
in passing over the several crossing places. 

6thæH orse power only to be used in passing through the 
public grounds. 

In making these propositions the Department had no dis- 
position whatever to impose unnecessary burdens upon the 
company, or to magnify mere incouveniences into an ‘< in- 
jury to the public interest, and no condition is 
which is not regarded as essential to guard against such 
direct and immediate injury as the proviso was intended 
to prevent. 

The propositions were accepted by the company on the 
The memoriatists say that the Ist has 
been complied with, and the 4th and Sth are not objection- 
able, and seek to be released from the 2d, 3d, and 6th, 

The second condition they desire to he so changed as to 
allow them to construct a wire fence instead of stone walls. 
The Department was satisfied with a wire tence beiween 
the road and the water; buta stone wall between the road 
and the rest ofthe grounds is deemed indispensable, the post 
being a cavalry station; there are, and will continue to be, 
a great number of horses there, and the troops, moreover, 
will often be engaged in cavalry exercises and in training 


į horses recently purchased for military evolutions. ft would, 


in my opinion, be unsafe to do so, separated from passing 
trains by nothing but a wire fence, which would not prevent 
unruty animals from rushing upon the track 

The third condition is objected to, because the command- 
ing officer’s quarters are in a temporary wooden building, 
erected twenty years since, and scarcely worth the cost of 
taking down. Whatever be the value of the building, there 
can be no propriety in subjecting the Government to the 
cost of its removal, or erecting a new one. The company, 
for whose sole benefit it is to be removed, certainly should 
bear the cost, wheiber small or great. 


That is what the Secretary of War says upon 
thatypranch of the subject. These are the condi- 
tions which the Secretary of War thought it neces- 
sary to impose upon the company in order te pro- 
tect the public property, The Secretary requires 


roposed | 
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of the company that they shall”) 


| houses at their cost, and he says furthers... 


_ ©The sixth condition is. that which weighs hea jest 
upom the company, and, no doubt, wilt subject then to 


| great inconvenience in making the road: To-dispense with 


it, however, would, in my Opinion, involve the abandon: 
ment of the magazine, aud the construction of anotier, as 
well as the purchase of a site in some other locality.” 
Pass the bill in the shape.in which it. pow lies 
upon your table, and you have here the opinion of 
the Secretary of. War, who is specially. charged 
with looking te. your interests upon’ this subject, 
that it will devolve upon the. Government the.ex- 
pense of abandoning the present site as a maga- 
zine, selling it and purchasing a new, one, to ac- 
commodate this private corporation., Is it nota 
great sacrifice demanded of the publie for the ben- 
efit of this corporation, who do not propose to pay 
anything for it. roe 
‘The Secretary of War goes on further:to say: 
“The magazine in question was recently built ata- -cost 


powder will be shipped, from time to time, to all’ parts of 
the coast accessible by water transportation, It Appears. 
me that no argument is peeded to show the danger of 
storing large quantities of powder within two hundred and 


} twenty yards of a road on which engines are continually 


passing, and to haul powder to and from this store across 
their fiery track.” a f 


This letter is dated in January of this year. The 
expression of opinion made here by the Secretary, 
is fully confirmed by the recent disastrous explo- 
sion in thecity of Wilmington, where powder was 
being hauled along the streets in common wagons, 
and where it ignited, nobody knows how, but, 
perhaps, by the tire of one of the wheels of the 
wagons striking fire from the stones over which 
it passed. ‘Ihe Secretary says further: oe 

«Whatever may be urged tothe contrary, the danger 
| of sparks from such engines reaching the magazine, or’ of 
fire being communicated thereto by powder spilled from 
! casks hauled across the track, is such, that Ido not believe 
| the magazine should ever be used atter the engines once 
commenced running. Moreover, as an explosion would in- 
evitably involve the destruction of the passing train, the 
danger to the passengers would be such that, even if the 
| Deparunent should be disposed to use the magazine, public 
sentinent would require its removal. . P as 

© The location of the road between the post and the river 
whence al} the supplies of water are obtained, will, if ‘lo~ 
comotive engines are to be used, be destructive of. the ob- 
jectto which the postis now applied, as the frequent crossing 
of targe numbers of men with borses to water, cannot, 
under such circumstances, fail to be attended with serious. 
inconveniences and danger. ? x . CEP 

The Secretary again says: is 

“ In conclusion, I have'to express the opinion that, ifthe 
petition of the memorialists be granted, the Government 
will be deprived of the use of the post as a school for cav-, 
alry practice, and the removal of the magazine will become 
necessary.” , 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is the informatión 
which | spread out before the House; and ] would 


mi 


| ask if gentlemen, out of mere kindness to the dis- 


tinguished Representative fram Missouri here, who 
‘advocated this bill on its former passage, are will- 
| ing, by the passage af this bill, to devolve on the 
Government an expense of $50,000 or $100,000 
without consideration? Now, sir, the. public 
depots at St. Louis are at the point of all’ others 
| best suited for such depots in the entire West. 
| They are above the points where the large class 
| steamboats may reach from below, and where the 
smail steamboats may start going above. ‘It is 
the proper point, therefore, for the transhipment 
of all public stores and provisions that are needed 
for consumption above and below.. And yet, for 
the purpose of accommodating this company-— 
while you do not know what is to be the result. of 
your own knowledge, though you have the dec- 
iaration of the Secretary of War, after a full ex~ 
amination, with a full knowledge of the subject-— 
you are asked to pass this bill. . : 
Now, Mr. Speaker, there is but. one way. in 
which the bill can be defeated. It has reached that 
| point. from an indisposition, | have no doubt, on 
| the part of gentlemen here not to interfere in a 
i mere local question of this sort—it has reached, 
| I say, that point where there is but one way. in 
which the bill can be defeated. That way is-b 
laying the amendment on the table. That will 
carry the bill with it. Before the question is 
i finally taken, I shall seek the floor again, for the 
purpose of making that motion that the amend- 
ment do lie upon the table. And if this company: 
are not willing to take the grant, the bounty which 
we give them on conditions which our officer who 
has to guard our interest annexes, let them build 
the road in some other direction. It is gratuity 
enough to give to them without allowing this com- 


of more than 420,000, aud it is intended for a depot whence - 
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‘pany to prescribe to Congress and to the Govern- 


‚ment: what conditions will bë acceptable to them. 


Weare the parties who are injured—we, the 
Representatives of the people who own this public 
property;-and it is our duty to take care of 1t and 
to provide for it. Now, would it not be a mon- 
strous proposition if this company were to apply 


to a private citizen for the right of way through 


his land, and if that citizen were to impose condi- 
tions of such grant for this company to come back 


‘when they had ‘received this gratuity, and to in- 


sist that the conditions imposed would be modi- 


~ fied for their interests, although, such grant were 


causing the interests of the citizen to be immi- 
nently jeopardized. I doubt if the former grant 
in acase of this sort, would not be recalled. Cer- 
tainly it ought to be. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, I have finished what | 
desired to say on this subject. 
the friends of this bill who desire to be heard, I 
shall yield the floor without making the motion of 
which { gave notice to the House. However, as 
soon as they shall have been heard, as Ido not 
wish to cut them off from reply, I shall move to 
lay the amendment on the table; and I hope the 
House will make that disposition of it. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. It may be within the 
memory of the House, that at an early period of 
this segsion 1 introduced a bill for the purpose of 
explaining and modifying the bill to which the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] has 
alluded. Upon that occasion, 1 endeavored to 


-explain to the House the objects we desired to 


accomplish; the reasons why we desired a modifi- 
cation, and our objections to the construction given 
by the Secretary to the act passed at a previous 
session of Congress. 

At a previous session, the Iron Mountain Rail- 
road Company were given a right of way through 
the public lands, to which the gentleman who has 
just taken his seat has alluded. ‘The discretion 
in reference thereto was confided entirely to the 
Secretary of War, and he exercised that discretion 
ina manner which was thought by that company, 
by myself, and by this House, when they had 
this subject before them at a former time, as not 
necessary to carry out the intention of the act in 
reference to the protection of the public property 
there. Inthe requirements which the Secretary 
made at the time when the matter was entirely in 
his discretion, there was one point, and one main 

oint, from which the company wished to be re- 
ieved, and which has induced them to come to 
this House, and ask a larger latitude than was 
allowed them bythe Secretary. One requirement 
of the Secretary was, that the company shonld 
run only horse power through the public grounds. 


It was thought by the company, thought by us |: 


heretofore, and I think it will be thought by us 
now, that it is not necessary to carry out this 
restriction, 

It will be seen by, the map which I hold in my 
hand, that this road runs immediately along the 
banks of the river, the Jefferson barracks track, 
the magazine track, and the arsenal grounds all 
fronting upon the river. The line of the road is 
actually located, and by this bill it is to be con- 
structed upon the track now located, which is at 
high water mark. it is objected—and it is the 
main objection—that the road will prove dangerous 
to the magazine. This magazine is situated—and 
I believe it was so stated by the gentleman from 
South Carolina—two hundred and twenty yards 
or six hundred and sixty feet from this road. Now, 
can it be possible that the Secretary of War-——can 
it be possible that a single member of the House 
does not know that no danger can arise to the mag- 
azine by running the road with-engines, ata dis- 
tance of two hundred and twenty rods from it? 
Do we notall know that no sparks from a railroad 
locomotive can reach that building at that distance? 
Furthermore, this magazine is some fifty or sixty 
feet abovetheline of theroad. Sparks fly up, but 
do not fly up sixty feet, and then fly off to a dis- 
tance of two hundred and twenty yards, so as to 

lace even powder in danger ! 

But beside that consideration, there is another 
fact which shows the worthlessness of that objec- 
tion, and that is, that this magazine is required to 
be fire-proof; and if itis not so, the Government 
is vastly wanting in proper care and solicitude for 
the safety of the lives of those who are there em- 
ployed. And if it is fire-proof, there can be no 
earthly danger from the sparks from cars running 


If there be any of- 
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two hundred and twenty rods from it. The House 
is now called upon to sanction this bill; and the bii 
provides that when powder is -being either shipped 
| or received-at the magazine landing, that the com- 
pany shall only use horse power. But. another 
fact which the Secretary ought to have known, is, 
| that powder is seldom received at the magazine 
‘landing, and that it is only in cases of high water 
that you can land in front of the magazine at all. 
| Now, sir, with regard to the other objection— 
and I believe it is the one which has the most 
weight in reference to this road—it is feared that 
it will interfere with the training ground there. 
Jefferson barracks have come to be an extensive 
training place. Horses are brought there from 
| abroad, and trained preparatory to being sent into 
service; and it is feared that this road may de- 
i stroy the training ground. Well, sir, mark you, 
|! this training ground lies two thousand five hun- 
' dred feet distant from the line of the road. Now, 
it does occur to me, notwithstanding the opinion 
jl of the Secretary of War, that if this training of 
i| horses for actual service is to be carried on there, 


i 
‘ 
| 
i 
i 
l 
| 
| 
i 


| stand the fire of artillery, the rattle of musketry, 
jand the booming of cannon, a railroad two thou- 
sand five hundred feet off, cannot do any se- 
| rious injury. It occurs to me that if these soldiers 
| cannot train their horses to stand the whistle of a 
| locomotive two thousand five hundred feet off, the 
same soldiers, upon the same horses, will not be 
prepared to do very good service upon the field of 
i battle. It is for this reason that the company are 
| to be refused the right of way. 

| Now, one word as to the necessity of having 
'this right of way through the public grounds. 
| The Iron Mountain is some eighty miles distant, 
| and this is the only practicable outlet. When, 
| of a former occasion, these difficulties were raised, 
‘the company, rather than come to Congress, as 
“they have done now, sent out their engineer,a 
| very able and accomplished engineer, known by 
| reputation to most of the members of this House, 
{to ascertain if some other route could not be 
‘found by which they could reach the-lron Moun- 
tain without going through these grounds. After 
ia careful reconnoissance, however, he ascertained 
that they would be compelled to go twenty miles 
| further by any other route than by the one through 
these grounds. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia.: Will the gentleman 
inform me what is the extent of these grounds ? 
| Mr. CARUTHERS. The Jefferson barracks 
| contain seventeen hundred acres. 
| Mr. SMITH. Do 1 understand the gentleman 
as saying that a route outside those grounds would 
be twenty miles further than through them ? 

Mr. CARUTHERS. I presume the gentle- 
| man from Virginia did not understand what I said 
| in reference to thetwenty miles. f said that when 
i the engineer endeavored to find some other route 
| by whicn he could avoid passing through’ these 
|| grounds, he could not find any other outlet with- 
| out going twenty miles further than by taking this 
ii route. That I understand to bea fact, and that 
|; fact is shown by the official report which I pro- 
i duced when this matter was up before. Well, 
| now, sir, these being the facts, this company only 
task that they may be allowed the right of way 
| to build their road, not through the center of these 
! grounds, but along the banks of the river, at high 
ji water mark. | If you grant them their request, 
| the effect will be to open up one of the richest 
ii regions of country in the Union, and to bring in 
ithe products of that region. In order to save 
wenty miles travel through all time, and the ex- 


i 
i 
| 
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t heavier grade, which may endanger its very con- 
| struction, they only ask that the road may pass 
through these public grounds. 

And what more? In the bill which this House 
s now calied on to sanction, it is expressly-pro- 
ided that this company shall be liable for all 
; damage done to the public property. The com- 
; pany is also required to build a strong and sub- 
| stantial fence between the railroad. and the public 
| grounds. It is only required to use horse-power 
! when powder is being loaded or unloaded at the 
|i magazine landing. Now, I would appeal to gen- 
i tlemen whether there can be any reasonable 
| ground for objection toa bill so carefully guarded ? 
j| The line of the road is along high water mark, 
and there is, therefore, but little of the public 
i ground used. Horse-power is to be employed 


| horses that may, in the chances of war, have to` 


i pense of building twenty miles more road at a 


| suggestions Í resume my 


-when there is danger, or the least necessity for so 
doing; and the: company is liable for all damage 
done to the public property; and such being the 
case, why should not the bill be now put on its pas- 
sage? Has the Secretary of War, in his commu- 
nication read here this morning, or the honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina, in his remarks, 
stated any real grounds for a demand on the part 
of the government of the company to use horse- 


-power alone going through the tract? The House 


will bear in mind that the honorable Secretary of 
War makes no objection to the ground being used 
under this right of way? His only objection isin 
reference to the requirement for the use of horse- 
power. We have shown the House, I trust, from 


i the topography of the ground, and from many 


other considerations, that there is not the least 
necessity for the imposition of guards so scrupu- 
lous as those referred to. I hope the ‘bill, as it 
now stands, may be allowed to pass. With these 
seat. 

Mr. BENTON. This question comes up this 
morning inopportunely. There is a movement 
now pending which may be decided in the Army - 
bill, It comes up for the sale of one of these 

ieces of land—the arsenal piece—to the city of St. 
Fona for a public park. If that be done, one leg 
of this difficulty is knocked off. 
gained, and that question may be decided 
hour or two in the Army bill. ‘ 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the gentleman will 
stand back a little, so we may hear his proposition. 

Mr. BENTON. What I shall say at present 
will be brief, and introductory to a motion that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. If we go into 
committee and dispose of the other movement on 
the Army bill to-morrow, or next day, when we 
go to the business on the Speaker’s table this bill 
will come up first in order. When the arsenal 
grounds are sold to the city of St. Louis for a 


It is so much 
in an 


| public park, we shall know better how to act on 


this matter. I move that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. MILLER. I desire to ask. if this. bill will 
be the first business in order to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be upon’ the 
Speaker’s tabie,.and will come up when the House 
shall again determine to go to business upon the 
Speaker’s table. : 

Mr. MILLER. I would suggest to my col- 
league that unless there is a motion made to go to 
the business upon the Speaker’s table, this bill 
will not come up to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. The mode of reaching it is 
by going to the business upon the Speaker’s table, 


| and there is no other motion that will bring it up. 


CLOSE OF DEBATE ON THE ARMY BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Before the question is put 
on the motion of the gentleman from Missouri, I 
offer the usual resolution to close the debate upon 
the Army bill in one hour after its consideration 
shall be resumed in the committee; and upon that 
motion I demand the previous question. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from Alabama whether, in the motion 
submitted by him, his object is to close debate 
upon the particular proposition now pending be- 
fore the committee, or to close it upon the Army 
bill generally? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot make the motion 
to close it upon any particular proposition; but I 
must make it upon the bill generally. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have some very import- 
ant amendments to offer to the Army bill, which 
will require discussion, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is not this whole debate 
out of order? 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, I think that it 
would be better to extend the time for closing the 
debate to three hours, instead of one. I move 
that amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam willing to make the time 
for closing the debate two hours instead of one: 

Mr. BAYLY. Iam satisfied with two hours. 

The previous question was seconded. 

On ordering the main question, tellers were 
demanded and ordered; and Messrs: Var and 


McMutu were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers. re- 
ported—ayes 90, noes 30. : 
So the main question was ordered to be put. 
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The question then being upon the adoption of 
the resolution to close debate, : 

Mr. ROBBINS called for tellers. 

Mr. FLORENCE asked for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. ` 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHURCH- 
wert and Vai were appointed. 

The question was taken; and. the- tellers re- 
ported—ayes 88, noes 37. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, and 
also move to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FAULKNER. ‘I desired the floor before 
the question was taken upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Alabama, for the purpose of ad- 
‘dressing some remarks to the House. 


The SPEAKER. There was no question pend- || 


ing upon which debate could arise. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [| wished to move to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was | 
adopted. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala. |! 
|! of the system had been produced under civil su- 


bama made the motion to reconsider, but that 
motion was also accompanied with a motion to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I wished to make a remark | 
before the motion to lay the motion upon the table | 
was made. 
to make a single explanatory remark. | 

There was no objection, and 


Mr. F. proceeded: My object is simply. this: |; 


The House. yesterday refused to accede to my | 
roposition to take up and consider the bills for} 
increasing the efficiency of the Army, These 
Army bills are, in my jadgment, of vital interest, 
‘even to the existence of the Army itself. My 
object, as I stated, was to have them considered 
as independent bills. But as J failed in my at- 
tempt, it is now my purpose to annex them to the ; 
Army general appropriation bill. I therefore 
hoped that the debate upon this bill might not be 
closed, and that members might have an opportu- 
nity, if they desired it, to discuss fully these prop- 
ositions upon this bill. But, sir, the House 
having closed debate upon the Army bill, in two 
hours after its consideration is again resumed, I 
- shall still, under a sense of public duty, be com- 
pelled to offer them as amendments to this bill; 
and if there be no discussion upon them, if the 
House is called to vote upon those important | 


propositions without discussion, the responsibility 1 


and the fault will not be mine. 
: ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a bill and res- 
olution of the following titles; which thereupon 
received the signature of the Speaker: 

A joint resolution, fixing the compensation of 
the employees of the legislative department of 
the Government, and to prohibit the allowance of 
the usual extra compensation to such as receive 
the benefit thereof; and f 

An act for the relief of Charles Staples. 

[A message was here received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by Sidney Webster, | 
Esq., his Private Secretary, informing the House | 
that the President had signed sundry are j 


House.] 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question then recurred upon the motion 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; and being 
taken, it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Warcut, of Pennsylvania, in the 


chair,) and resumed the consideration of House |; 


riations for the sup- 


bill (No. 95) ** making approp 
‘ r ending the 30th 


port of the Army for the yea 
June, 1855.” 

The pending question being'on an amendment | 
offered by Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, to insert 
after the words ‘* for the manufacture of arms at 
the national armories, $250,000,” the following: 

Provided, That so much of all laws heretofore passed, 
which authorize the appointment of military officers to 
superintend operations at the national armories, be, and | 
the same is hereby, repealed; and from and after, the pas- l 
sage of this act, it shall be the duty of the President of the | 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to appoint a competent and well qualified eivilian | 
as superintendent at each of said armories.”? 


I now desire the consent of the House |; 


|| dent of the United States? 


l a transferral of the whole management of the ar- 


Mr. BARRY,.who was entitled to the fioor, 
addressed the committee on the subject of the su- 
perintendence of -armories, and in opposition to | 
any change of the present system. His speech, : 
withheld for.revision,. will be published in the | 
Appendix. 

Mr. FAULKNER argued in support of the 
amendment, remarking that the House would bear 
him witness that he was not actuated to this move- 
ment by any hostility to the officers of the Army. 
He trusted that his conduct here would show that 
no one was. more ready than himself to sustain 
the Army in all that appertained to its true. line of 
duty. He was disposed to give to the Army that 
which properly belonged to it, and would render 
to the civil pursuits of life that which appertained 
thereto. f . 

These national workshops, he contended, were 
originally created by Washington for the purpose | 
of stimulating mechanical skill. The idea that f 
they were, to be a part of the military establish- 
ment of the country, an appendage to the Army, 
to be governed by military men, he would under- | 
take to say was one which never entered into the 
contemplation of Washington. The best fruits 


f 
| 
i 


| perintendence, and the inventive genius of the 
mechanic more largely developed. 

In proof of this, he referred to the inventions 
which had been made by men employed at the | 
armories, when under the supervision of civilians, 
and argued to show that the best arms had been | 
produced when the armories were under civil su- | 
perintendence. 

{Mr. F.’s speech is withheld for revision, and: 
will be published in the Appendix.] j 
| -Mr. WALSH. Is there any time left? f 
The CHAIRMAN. About four minutes. i 
Mr. WALSH. Four. minutes is quite as long | 


as I desire at the present time. 
Mississippi, {Mr. Harnis,] who has just.spoken | 
| to me, says that the history of this Congress is | 
| the history of a few men who jump up and occupy 
all its time. No-question can come up, no matter 
how trivial, no matter how important, but three 
or four gentlemen occupy the whole time, and con- 
sume a whole hour. each, so that if they should 
drink upon the same principle upon which. they | 
talk, every time they took a glass of brandy they 
would drink it with a whole bucket of water, itis 
so diluted. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time fixed by the 
House for the closing of the general debate has 
now arrived. The chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, (Mr. Hovuston,] who re- 
ported the bill, is, under. the rules, entitled to ad- | 
dress the committee an hour on the subject. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I had intended, Mr. Chair- ; 
man to occupy my hour in closing the debate on 
this bill. There were some matters which I desired 
to say; but as so much time has been already con- 
sumed, and only a few days more are left of the 
session, I shall waive my right. 

(Cries of “Goog !”7] 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
| amend by adding to the amendment of the gentle- 
| man from Kentucky the following words: 


« And their management and control shall be, and hereby 
is, transferred from the Ordnance Department to the Presi- 


Mr. Chairman, since 1815 the armories have 
been under the care and management of the ord- ; 
| nance department. Persons selected from the | 
Ordnance Board have been, by Jaw, the superin- 
tendents of those institutions since 1841. Th 


i 
H . . 
| gentleman from Kentucky now proposes, In hi 


I| amendment, to take from the President of the | 
United States, who has exercised the power from | 


the first, the power.of appointment of superintend- 
ents of the national armories from the ordnance | 
‘department. My amendment is to add to that | 
| prohibition, directed against the Ordnance Board, ' 


mories to the President of the United States. 

My reason is simply this: the Ordnance Board 
are now responsible for the manner in which the 
| armories are conducted. If they are to be respon- 
sible, they ought to have a voice in the matter, or 
| superintendents be selected from their number to 
| superinténd them. Ifthe superintendents are not | 
| to be taken from that board; if none are to. be | 
selected over whom they may have some control | 
i and infiuence, my doctrine—and | hope the com- | 
“mittee will sustain it—is, that the President of the | 


= 


My friend from j 


United: States. should -have the authority to. ap- 
point from:all classes of the people;.and relieve the 
ordnance department of all. responsibility. in’ the 
matter. . The proposition, is 80- plain that I. think 
the committee will adopt it. paso sissy 
I should be glad, Mr. Chairman, if I could beal- 
lowed, ander the rules, to. reply.ito, one .or two 
suggestions which have: fallen from: gentlemen 
during the discussion on this matter. -Í desire to 
make some corrections. ` Gentlemen have. stated 
what they believed to be facts, but which are not 
facts,and there is danger of the committee acting 
under misapprehension. nee © 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman must con- 
fine his remarks to the explanation of his amend- 
ment. : 
Mr. DICKINSON. The rules now established 
for the regulation of the armories. were made by 
the Ordnance Board. ‘There is.no provision in the 
amendment offered by the, gentleman from. Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Sranton,] unless the. amendment 
I have offered toit be adopted, by which any reg~ 
ulations ean be established or enforced. Making 
provision only forthe appointment of the officers, 
the armories will be left without. regulations to 
govern them. g ; ae 
When gentlemen stand up in their places, and 
assure us from theit own knowledge that there are 
no regulations accessibleto the men, or that, there 
has been a change of regulatione since,.the military 
superintendency was, established, I desire tọ in- 
form the House what the facts of the case really 
are. -We have had the evidence before the com- 
mittee, and it is undisputed, of Colonel Robb, who 
was superintendent of the armory at Springfield 


|| for eight or nine years.previous to the military su- 
i| perintendency being established. Fle testifies that 


a written code of laws or rather. regulations was 
prepared, that they. were sent to the Ordnance 
Board and approved, and that he caused, them, to 
be written out and read to the men. because, they 
were new, and then gave a copy to each inspector 
and foreman, with instructions to show. them to | 
the men whenever they, were called upon to,do so, 

Colonel Huger, superintendent at Harper’s 
Ferry, testified that Major Symington, his. pred- 
ecessor, had the regulations written, and that he 
had them printed. Colonel Ripley. says, in his 
communication to the commissioners, that when 
he came to Springfield, he found regulations there 
which he called good, and has kept and enforced 
them, without material change, to the present 
time. ‘The charge is, that those rules are not ace 
cessible to the workmen—the answer is, itis con- 
trary to the evidence in the case. 

It is charged, also, that men who work by the 
piece, according to an established tariff of prices, 
have had the amountof their earnings at the end - 
of a month reduced, when they called for their 
pay, on the ground that the tariff had been, re- 
duced, although no notice had been given of such ` 
reduction before the work was done. This.is 
testified by Colonel B. Moore to have taken place 
while he was acting as master armorer at Harper’s 
Ferry, under MajorSymington’s superintendency: 

Major Symington ‘states in an affidavit that no 
such case ever occurred within his knowledge; 
that no reduction was ever made, unless. notice 


| was given before the work was done, unless. it 


occurred by the negligence of Colonel Moore him- 
self to carry out the orders of the superintendent, 
to give such notice of any intended reduction, 

It is stated, also—and much stress laid upon the 
fact—that all the inspectors and other officers who 
examined the armories, and the work manufac- 
tured there previous to. 1841, when the civil gov- 
ernment was changed to military, reported favor- 
ably as to the condition of the establishment, and 
the quality of work, and the character of the offi- 
cers and workmen, and the constant improve- 
ments and advances made. 

This is undoubtedly true, and it is also true that 
since the appointment of military superintendents, 
the same officers have from year to year spoken 
in the highest terms of commendation of the im- 
provements in buildings, machinery, and the qual- 
ity of the arms manufactured. The Ordnance 
Board, the Inspector General Churchill, the Sec- 
retary of War, the leading mechanics in the arm- 
ories, and the two military members of the com- 
mission which met at Springfield, all concur inthe 
opinion that the arms now made are of a better 
quality than before 1841, and that there had been 
a constant improvement up to: the. present time. 


THE. CONGRESS 


“Borie of the leading owners and agents of private 
“armories in the vicinity of Springfield’also testify 
that, in their opinion, it is better.for the Govern- 
ment and the men employed at the armory there, 
that the present superintendent should remain, 
` than to have any change. {tis dueto the House 
that these facts should be stated and reported. 
itis said, too, tbat the military system discour- 
‘ages énterprise, paralyzes inventive genius, is 
an insult to the mechanics of the country, and 
weakens their attachment to our republican in- 
‘stitutions. Sir, ‘the mechanics of this country 
are above the need of any eulogium from me— 
' their reputation for skill is world-wide; and if I 
believed the charge to be true, 1 should be founi 
among the foremost in my efforts to put an end to 
a system which produces such results. Not be- | 
lieving the charge to be true, the obvious answer te 
it is, that while our mechanics, as a body, are su- 
perior to those of any other country in intelligence, 
skill, and mental power, and while the instances 
` are numerous of those who have made the most | 
“brilliant discoveries, and signalized themselves | 
by the highest scientific and literary attainments, 
and been conscious that no circumstances could 
control or diminish the power of the * Divinity į 
that stirs within them’’—while we are proud, as | 
American citizens, of the honor they have earned 
for ug as a nation, and whiie they are acquiring 
wealth and power by the force of their own tal- 
ents, they need not the feeble aid which we can | 
render them in placing them in responsible posi- 
tions—they need not our praise to make them | 
conscious of their own deserts. They are entitled 
to receive, and will ever receive from every intel- 
ligent man, the respect due to them for their men- 
tal and moral qualities, and for their manly vir- 
tues; and will ever look above all distinctions of 
class or caste, and render to every man according 
to hia desert, and cordially adopt the nobie senti- 
ment of the poet: 
“Honor and shame from no condition rise; 
Act well your part, there all the honor lies.”? 

Mr. PECKH AM. | am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. į 
Dicxrmson,] also to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, (Mr. Sranron.] The Presi- | 
dent already has authority over this whole sub- | 
ject. Ido not know that | should feel called upon 
to defend the Administration under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, but here are attacks by some of its 
assumed friends, and {do notsee how F canavoid 
coming in to its defense. [Laughter] My hon- 
orable friend from Massachusetts, (Mr. Banns,] || 
and the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Faux- 
wen,] indirectly assail the President by assailing 
his policy. ‘They charge that men are removed |} 
from these armories, while under military super- 
intendence, without any reasons being assigned 
for the removal. : 

Mr. FAULKNER. 


I call the gentleman to |! 
order, because I cannot reply to the remarks he |! 
makes. 

Mr, PECKHAM. The gentleman has had his | 
hour, and he can have the opportunity of reply- | 
ing in a five-minute speech; and that is all the |: 
time I have, interruptions included. | 

Mr. FAULKNER. Very well; I will with- | 
draw my question of order. 

Mr. PECKELAM. Gentlemen complain, I ob- 
served, that men are dismissed from these ar- 
mories, and no reason assigned. This is an in- 
sidious attack on the Administration—covert, but 
still anmistakable—an attack upon its private cber- 
ished policy. 

Ever since the Bronson and Guthrie correspond- | 
ence, the policy of the Administration has totally |: 
changed. [Laughter.] | 


I believe no reasans have i| 
ever been offered to the public for any removal of || 
any civil officer in this civil Government since that | 
correspondence; and [ submit to the gentleman |j 
whether it is becoming to make this assanit upon f 
the Administration by condemning its policy of |i 
making removals, not only without, but against | 
reasons, under a seeming opposition to such re- |; 

` movals by military su perintendents? {Laughter.] | 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 rise to a question of | 
order. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentieman from New | 
York is in order. ` a 
Mr. PECKHAM. Trust farther defend the 
Administration. {do not like to be interrupted, 
because | lose too much of the little time] have 
left. I will be as delicate in my defense of the 


{ 
Í 
i 
| 
i 
i 
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i 


| see it excites some sensitive feelings among those | 


$ 
| economical, eficient, and safe for the management | 
‘of the public armories,’? 


ii in us, who are the supporters of the amendment; | 


| he would adorn the place. | put it tohim, know- 


| 
The President isa man of *“ good intentions,” it || 


il cise. b | 
‘tinetly, that if, in this effort to defend the Admin- | 


Administration as‘ possible, and-I’shall not touch l 
Virginia.. a: : ae | 

But, sir, when this Administration has been | 
diligently engaged since the Bronson and Guthrie | 
correspondence in making removals of officers | 
without giving any reason; when it removed from ; 
the custom-house in New York a clerk who had | 
been to the late “ Hard’? State convention from | 
Rockland county, within two days after his return į 
from that convention, where he had been engaged, | 
asissaid, in indorsing the Nebraska bili—but gave | 
no reasons for the removal—was it mauly in these | 
gentlemen thus adroitly to attack this Administra- | 
tion, its declared and habitual policy, by assail- 
ing what they alleged was the same policy in these | 
military superintendents? łam sorry to see it. ; 

J shall pursue the subject no further, because I | 


who occupy a doubtful position as to the Admin- | 
istration. {Laughter.] Sir,the amendment pro- | 
posed here by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Drexinson] is unnecessary—entirely unne- 
cessary—because, by the act of 1853, authority 
is vested in the President of the United States, 
«if, in his opinion, the public interests demand it, 
to place over any of the armories a superintendent, 
who does not belong to the Army; and he is au- 
thorized to have evidence taken on that subject, | 
to appoints commission, and to have them report | 
to him “ which of the two systems is the most 


Now I putit to these gentlemen here claiming 
to be friends of the Administration, whether the | 
President of the United States, having this full | 
power vested in him to change the system if this | 
public interests require it, and having this oppor- | 
tunity of getting all the facts in the matter, whether 
he ought, by anamendment attached to the footof 
this bill, thus summarily to be deprived of a power 
which a prior Congress deemed him competent to 
exercise? ‘Phe last Congress had faith in him to ; 
this extent. Have these gentlemen lost all confi- : 
dence in our President? Sir, is it proper for us | 
here, without an opportunity of examination, with- | 
ont an opportunity of going over this evidence, 
without an opportunity of knowing the facts, 
which he may know well and fully consider, to 
asume to say that he is not competent, not able, 
or not honest enough, to decide this question en- : 
trusted to his decision by the last Congress? I | 
submit in good faith to those gentlemen who are 
heresitting around me,to the gentlemen from Mary- 
land, Massachusetts, and Virginia, is it becoming 


{laughter,} is it becoming in us thus indirectly to 
attack it, and attack it, too, in perhaps ils most as- 
sailable point? I put itto my friend from Virginia, ! 
(Mr. Fautxyer,] the gentleman occupying, I be- 
lieve, the position of chairman of the Committee on | 
Military Affairs; but if not chairman, Í am sure 


ing, as he does, that this authority is vested in the 
hands of the President of the United States, and 
properly vested there by law, whether itis proper | 
for us, under these circumstances, to express our į 
direct want of confidence in him, by taking this 
power from his hands? whether it is right for us 
to assume to act ona subject which by law belongs | 
properly and exclusively tohim? Isit respectful? | 


has been said, and I cannot find it in my heart to | 
rebuke him by taking from him anauthority which | 
the last Congress believed him competent to exer- 
And now I give these gentlemen notice dis- | 


istration, | should fail, E shall deem it but poor | 
encouragement hereafter to make any like attempt. ; 
[Laughter] ! 

There are many things on this subject which I 
strongly desire to say, but fam so fearful of get- | 
ting out of order—the traces of order are so gall- iI 
ingly close upon me—that Iam extremely tram- | 
meled iu my efforts to repel these most unkind 
assaults upon the President. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was taken on Mr. Dicxivson’s ii 
amendment to the amendment; and it was disa- i] 
greed to. . H 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move toamend the amend- 
ment by striking out the word “a” ‘before the |) 
worls * competent and well qualified,” and to add 
the letter “fs” to the word ‘‘civilian” and the 


will read, ‘* competent and well qualified civilians 
as superintendents at each of said armories.”” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I offer that amendment 
to the amendment, and the purport and object of 
it will be evident at a glance to the commiuee. I 
-am desirous of proceeding in order, so as to have, 
without interruption, the full advantage of the 
limited time left for this debate. And 1 declare 
here, that Lam in favor of the amendment, either 
as Í have offered to amend it, or as it has been 
offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Stanron.] So I care very little whether my 
amendment prevail, or whether that of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky be adopted as it ‘stands, 
And I suppose { am not out of order by referring 
to the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 1 repeat, 1 desire to proceed in order 
as | feel a deep interest in the subject under 
consideration, and ardently desire the amendment 
abolishing military © superintendence of the na- 
tional armories may prevail. ` 

I am exceedingly sorry to see so much sensi- 
tiveness in this committee upon points of order. 
I have struggled hard to obtain the floor to say a 
word or two, because! conceived at to be my 
duty to do so, in defense of the skill and genius 
of American mechanics. It is a glorious theme. 
Personally, 1 care little whether mere military 
men are selected to superintend the national ar- 
mories,‘or any other public work; but in the per- 
formance of a public duty, L prefer that, so far as 
I can influence it by my vote, that those who are 
infinitely better capacitated by habit and associa- 
tion for such positions, should be selected. Lam 
in favor of civil superintendence, and the employ- 
ment of mechanics in the supervision of ihe na- 
tional armories, and all other public works; there- 
fore Lam opposed to a military superintendence. 
I am especially opposed to a military superin- 
tendence over the national armories, because evi- 
dence has been adduced, satisfactory to my mind, 
that they ought not to be under such control; and 
l tell this committee and the country, that, what- 
ever the decision of this House may be at this 
time, if it does not change this system now, that 
decision will be reversed at some future time The 
spirit of the American masses once aroused upon 
this subject, all opposition to it will be speedily 
overwhelmed. 1 know intimately thespirit of in- 
dependence which animates the heart of the work- 
ing men, the real wealth of our country, and the 
true sovereigns of our Confederacy. 

Mr. WALSH. Fourth of July! 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 hope the gentleman will 
permit me to goon in my own natural way, with- 
out interruption, whether it is ** Fourth of July’? ` 
ornot. [A laugh.] One thing is certain, l think, 
It is, that this committee is quite prepared to de- 
clare its independence, and abolish military super- 
vision of the national armories, and, indeed, over 
all other public works, I trust, ere long. It will, 
let me say in all candor, be an act worthy of this 
Congress, and of the day and age in which we 
live. It isa libel upon the world-wide character 
for skill, genins, and perfection in the mechanic 
arts of American mechanics throughout our wide 
national domain, to say, that, after having attained 


‘honor and distinction in the race with other na- 


tions of the world, that we have not confidence 
enough in our own artizans to entrust them with 
positions of responsibility and public trust. For 
one} disclaim any such unjust conclusion, and I 
believe this committee agree with me. 

Í trust | am, rightin thisopinion, and I earnestly 
solicit the attention of every gentlemen here while 
I occupy the floor. I feel what I speak. The Bible 
says, ‘Sout of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh;” and [ intend to occupy just as 
many five minutes as lcan get, in order to ex- 
press my sentiments fully and freely upon this 
question, | say, then, that the existence of mili- 
tary superintendence in these armories has pro- 
duced oppression and outrage. {**Hear!??*Hear!”’} 
It has reduced the wages of men afier they have 
earned them, and justly earned them, too. It has 
caused the dismissal of mechanics and workmen 
because they dared to exercise the rights and the 
independence of freemen. These things [ can 


|| prove, from the evidence which was taken before 


the committee of investigation; and I say, sir, Í 
would be falae to my duty, false to my mission 
here, and false to myself, if 1 did not rise upon 
this floor and declaim as loudlyand strongly as I 


word “ superintendent,” so that the amendment 


can against this system. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Before elaborating the points I have indicated, as 
susceptible ofproof, I desire the committee to listen 
to the testimony of Colonel Benjamin Moore. 
{ understand that he is a very reputable citizen of 
unimpeachable veracity; and his testimony, which 
is uncontradicted, reveals the whole matter of the 
inconsistency, the impropriety of, and the gross 
wrong and outrage committed under, military 
superintendence of the national armóries. Colo- 
nel Benjamin Moore says: 

c: Colonel Benjamin Moore, being duly sworn, testified 


as follows: 
“+ Question. How long have you been engaged in the 


Government service in connection with the national armo- | 


ries, and in what capacity? 


«Answer. I was master armorer at Harper’s Ferry for : 


about nineteen years, 


K Question. During that time, how long were the arma- | 
ries under civil, and how Jong under mililary superintend- | 


ence, aud who were the officers in charge? 


“Answer. For ten years and nine months L was under i 
civil superintendence; for the balance of the time under | 


miliary. The civil superintendents were General George 
Rust and Colonel Bdward Lucas. ‘The military saperin- 


tendents were Major H. K. Craig and Major John Syming- ; 


ton. 


«í Question. During the civil superintendency, was there ; 


as much order and regularity iuthe armory, and as much 
work executed, and executed as well, as under the military 
syslen ? a 
a Answer. There was very little difference, sô far as the 
. day- workmen were concerned, between the two systems, 
< hut there was a great difference in the piece-workers. 
Under the civil, when a piece workman finished his day’s 
work, which he would commence, sometimes, at four 
o'clock in the morning, he was allowed to go. 
military system, if a piece-worker gets through with par- 
ticular picces of work until after the expiration of the regn- 
lur fraction of the day, be is only allowed up to the expira- 
tion of the next fraction of the day. For instance, if he 
would finish bis day’s work five minutes atter the half ofa 


day expired, he would have to wait until the end of the : 


next quarter before he could leave the shop. 


© The civil had notthe same facilities in point of machin- | 


ery as the military. 


“The preparations for beginning a new mode! began under ! 


the civil, but the manufacture did not commence until the 
beginning of the military system. 

& y consider that the piece-work, as carried out under the 
civil, operated greatly to the advantage of the Government, 
whilst under the military superintendency it did not, be- 
cause men had not the same inducement to work when 


they knew they would be kept in the shop after they got | 


through, and were fatigued with their day’s labor, 


u Question. Were the workmen as cheerful and con- ! 


tented under one system as under the other? and state the 
effect of the two systems upon the workmen as citizens. 
«Answer. Under the civil system they were cheerful 
and contented, because they were permitted to exercise all 
their rights as citizens. Under the military they are not, 
because they dare not exerc 
dismissal. As an evidence of this, Colonel Craig dismissed 
men because they went to Washington to complain of the 


piece-workmen being placed upon the same level as day- i 
He took some back, but not | 


workers, relative to time. 
until they signed a solemn obligation not to bold any con- 
sultations or meetings relative to anything that might occur 
in the armory, or to sign any petitions to Congress relative 
thereto. This rule, I presume, can still be found at Harper’s 
Ferry, though the enforcement of it gradually stopped. I 
saw men sign it myself 


«Meus heads were cut off so suddenly, without any | 


reason being given, tbat they became suspicious of each 
other, and were actually afraid to talk to men who had been 
discharged fromthe shop. Some of them were afraid to 
talk to me. Men were watched closely. 


« The military system decreased the value of real estate . 


in Harper’s Ferry. The tenure of employment was so un- 
‘certain in the armories, that men were afraid to invest. 
One woman hastwo stores: she used to get $30 each for 
them. ‘Now she rents one for $200, aud can’t rent the 
other. 

‘4: (The Government gave the privilege of purchasing 


their tots to the workmen, so much payable ont of each i 
og. Some men who purchased these lots | 


snonth’s wag 
were dismi 


d by Colonel Huger.) Major =. dismissed 


ove man, a crippled soldier of the war of 1812, who was a ; 
Many men were dropped, and prons- | 
fsed that they would be taken back, but were never taken : 


good filer on springs. 
back. 


cause assigned for your removal ? 


s inswer. | was removed by General Taylor; but as l: 
ed a desire to | 


nad, on several occasions previons, expr à 
the Ordnance Department to resign my postion, and was 


urged by General Cass, Colonel Craig, and Colonel Bom- ii 


ford not to resign. F became indignant at my removal, and 
would not ask tor the cause of it. 

i Question. In the construction of houses and shops, 
and other structures for the use of the establishment, is 


there under the military system as much regard paig to i 


economy as under the civil system ? 

« Answer. No, there isnot. The military superintend- 
ents spend money lavishly on their quarters. The com- 
parison between their quarters and those occupied by the 


civil superintendents, is like the comparison between à; 
Workshops were built, under the i 


palace and a cottage. 
military svysiens, beautiful in external appearance, but in 
comfortable inside. They were constructed with. too many 
windows, which made it uncomfortable to be working in 
them in summer. time. They were more like green houses 
than workshops. One shop was built, and after it was 
done it was discovered to be too small for the machinery 
thar wastogoinit. I informed Major Symington that it 
would be too small, bat he disregarded my suggestion. 


Under the | 


all those rights, for fear of : 


* Question. By whom were you removed, and was any : 


Monpar, March 26, 1854. 
Colonel Benjamin Moore's examination resumed, 


© Question. If the superintendent were a practical me- 
chanic, with good executive qualities, would he have any 
advantage over a military officer of scien ific requirements 
and experience in his profession, with ike executive abil- 
ities in the management of labor, and the proper execution 
of the work? : g ` 

“ Question objected to by Mr. Dickinson. 

« Mr. Faulkner asked for the yeas and nayson the motion; 
€ Shall the question be put Y and resulted. as follows: 

st Yeas- aa R. H. Stanton, C. J, Fauikner, W. R. 
Sapp—3. 

G ee E. Dickinson, L. M: Keitt, J. L. Daw- 
son—3. 

« So it wss decided not to put the question, 

Colonel Moore bere begged leave to make an explana- 
tian in connection with his testimony given on Monday, the 
| 20th instant, heretofore not placed upon the record, but to- 
‘i day ordered to be recorded. Leave being granted, he suid: 

Č I have worked under practical mechanics since 1816, at 
divers places, and under ail circumstances 3 I have in- 
spected arms made by private contractors, (practical me- 
i) ebanics,) and E can testify of the advantage they possess 
|i over men who are not mechanics, in the superintendency 
i of armories. ‘Chey are acquainted with matters in the pre- 
| 


liminary manufacture of a muskel, of which aman not à 
mechanic would know nothing: for instauce, when a bar- 
ji rel was forged properly, when springs were bent correctly, 
when a ramrod was tempered sufficiently to straighten it. 
He would also know the value of things. For instance, 
| he would not have sold a hundred dozen of files, which 
| cost $4 50 per dozen, at $1 25 per dozen, as was doue at 
Harper’s Ferry. i 
Examination resumed. 

t Question. Have any improvements been made in the 
machinery under military, and any under civil spperin- 
i] tendency so, stale them. 4 

s Answer. There have been a great many improvements 
made under civil superintendency, most of which were, in 
anticipation of their usetulness, carried out atter the mili- 
tary system obtained. 

c Theinventive genius was more displayed under the civil 
than under the military superintendeucy, becausé there 
‘| was more certainty in the tenure of their employment, and 
i| of their being benefited by the exercise of their genius un- 
i| der the civil than under the military superintendency. Men, 
|, in some instances, were compe sated for their inventions 

| under the civil; under the military superintendency they 
l were not. The inventor of a patent bitt, a workman at the 
i 


Springfield armory, under the military system, never got 
| paid for the use of hisinvention, which was of the greatest 
benefit to the armory. 

“ Hall, the inventor of the rifle Jo be loaded at the breech, 
and Green, made their inventions whilst they were work- 
men under the civil system. Iam not certain as to King, 
| the inventor. Hail died whilst he was on a furlough. He 
i| was a sub- superintendent. 

I| e Question. Have the improvements in the manufacture 
of arms atthe armories kept pace with the improvements 
in private factories? ; 

| ¢ Answer. 1 can’t answer as to private factories. 

i “ Question. Is the bearing of a miiitary officer towards 
į the workmen under hiseontrot such as, according to your 
|| experience and knowledge, the mechanics aud workmen 
of the country are accusiumed to in other employments? 

c Answer. Itisnot. Itis quite different fromthe manner 
| I have seen them treated at various paces in private estab- 
i| jishments. ‘bere they are recognized respretfully. “The 
military treat them impolite aud unkind. ‘Lhey are disre- 
spect(ul, and sometimes repulse the men, especiaily when 
(| they state grievances. I have been repulsed by one military 
i| man more than L have ever been by all the civilians t ever 
i| worked under in uy life put together. Major Symington 
j| bas repulsed me inthe most uucivil manyer, He was in 
i the babit of making a big fuss about things being done 
wrong, before he knew whether they were wrong or pot. 
i Sometimes there would be a necessity tor a good black- 
i smith, but Major Symington would not employ one. He 
| would declare that he could get good workmen at Bl 50, 
who were then geting $1 80 per day. 1 was.dismissed by 
| General Taylor, The repulsion of myself by Major Syming- 
ton occurred in 1847 or 184d. 

«Phe examination of Colonel Moore was here concluded, 
i| and he was discharged. 

! “It was ordered by the committee that the evidence of 
Colonel Moore, adduced on last Monday, be placed on 
j record, 

\| This is to certify that I have examined the evidence 
| 

i 


hereinbefore contained, and | find it to be the same test- 
mony of which it purports to be a true record, said testi- 
| mony having been given by me. 
i “BENJAMIN MOORE.” 
| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I am opposed to the 
| amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
jand l hope we shall take a vote upon it imme- 
li diately, aud I trust we shali proceed and finish 
i| this bill at once. 

‘| The question was then taken on Mr. Fror- 
| swce’s amendment to the amendment; and it was 


| not agreed to. 
\ : 

j 
1 


The question recurred on Mr. Sranron’s amend- 

} ment. 

Mr. STRATTON. I demand tellers upon that 
amendment. . 
iO Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. FAULKNER 
il and Parker were appointed. 
‘Phe question was then taken; and the tellers re- 
| ported—ayes 80, noes 38. : 
| So the amendment was agreed to. 

| Mr. BALL. I move that the committee do 
| The motion was agreed to. 


GLOBE. 


| So the committee rose; and ihe Speaker having 
| resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. WRIGHT; 
| of Pennsylvania) reported that the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union fad had the 
| Union genérally under consideration, and’ part 
| ularly the Army appropriation bill, and had come 
| to no resolution thereon. Pe eee 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE; 


_A message was received from the Senate by the’ 
hands of Mr. Aspory Dicutns, its. Secretary, 
| informing the House that the Senate had passed, 
| without amendment, a joint resolution of the 
+ House, and acts of the following titles == aa 
i H.: R. No. 30. Joint resolution, to fx the 
| compensation of the employees of the: legislative 
| department of the Government, and to. prohibit 
| the allowance of the usual extra compensation to 
‘guch as reccive the benefits hereof. tarni 

S. No. 60. An act authorizing the construction 
of a subterranean line of telegraph from the Mis- 
| sissippi or Missouri rivers to the Pacific ocean, 

S. No. 393. An act for the better preservation 
of life and property from vessels shipwrecked on 
the coasts of the United States. 

Mr. WALSH. I movethat the House do now 
adjourn, : 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 
i House (at twenty minutes to four o’clock, p. mi) 
| adjourned till to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
| peo: : 

i LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. ` 

When the river and harbor bill was under consideration 
n the House of Representatives, on the Lith of July, the 


į 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
i 
i 


i following letter from the Attorney General was read) We 


| could not procure a copy at that time: i 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, June 12, 1854.: 
Sir: I have your letter of this morning on the subject of 
| the Louisville and Portland canal. ne 
I concur entirely with the Secretary of the Treasury in 
| opinion of the desirableness of some legislation at the present 
| session of Congress in relation to the canal. It would un- 
| doubtedly be the duty of the President, in the Absence of 
| any such legislation, to endeavor to take measures to pre- 
clude a forfeiture of such rights as the United States may 
have in the canal. Atthe same time, it seems to me very 
undesirable and inconvenient to have the matter so left.by 
Congress, as to give rise to the allegation of abandonment, 
on the part of the United States, so ag to. embarrass the 


| Executive by the occurrence, perhaps, of a ontroversy 
i ay a 


with the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 


I think, therefore, if nothing else be practicable at pres- 


ent, that it might be well to make provisional arrangement 
| for the superintendence of the canal, in anticipation of more 
| complete provisions at the next session of Congress. 

jam, very respectfully, CALEB CUSHING. 
| Hon. WILLIAM Preston, House of Representatives 


| 

| 

| IN SENATE. 
| Turspay, July 18, 1854. 
i 

H 

i 

i 

| 


Prayer by Rev, Henry SLICER. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, an- 
; nouncing that they had passed, without amend- 
iment, the bill from the Senate regulating the 
time of holding the sessions of the district and 
circuit courts of the United States, in the eastern 
district of Louisiana; and also Senate bill for the 

relief of Thomas K. Glenn. : : 

FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. © 

Mr. SUMNER. I present a memorial from 
the Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Abo- 
| ition of Slavery, the same society which enjoyed 
i the friendship of Washington, and of which Ben- 
‘jamin Franklin, Benjamin Rusk, and Dr. Wistar, 
: were early presidents, This memorialis an elab- 
| orate document, engrossed on parchment, and 


i: signed by the distinguished president of this day, 


| Dr. Parnsh, of Philadeiphia, with the other offi- 
| cers, and authenticated by the broad seal of the 
| society.’ It protests at length against the fugitive 
| slave bill, and “ earnestly but respectfully solicits 
‘the Federal Legislature to adopt, with the least 
| practicable delay, the proper measures for ex- 
i punging from our statute-book an enactment 
{ which as long as it remains there Must contribute 
la dark blot upon our national character in the 
| view of the civilized world.” ae 

H Among the reasonsassigned by thememorialists, 
| ig one to which I feebit my duty'to.call particular 
| attention, and to crave the attention of the chair- 


„Wards surrendered to slavery‘in opposition to pos- 


y 


itive testimony. to his freedom. Among the papers 


accompanying the memorial, is one-which states 
woth: 


hat.the. commissioner declared that “he would 
give fifty dollars, cheerfully, to. be released from 
„making the decision; and that on account of it 
tí he lost two nights sleep, and had no comfort 
whilein church on Sunday.’’ No wonder at this. 
«Mr, President, it was an early maxim of the 
common law, that it were better that one hundred 
guilty, persons should escape than one innocent 
person suffer, ` ; Lo 
Mr. ADAMS. Irise toa point of order. Is 
‘it in order to discuss this question at length on 
the presentation. of a petition? : 
un) Mr. SUMNER. Ihave no such purpose. I 
„am merely explaining the memorial, and pressing 
it upon the attention of the Senate. I proceed: 
A wise man of antiquity, remarked, in words often 
admired, that, in his opinion, the best, Govern- 
ment was, that under. which a wrong to a single 
citizen was resented as an injury to the whole 
Commonwealth. And, sir, only at this session, 
Congress has offered its homage to an American 
officer, who, in a distant sea, interposed the power 
‘of the Government to shield the liberty of an ob- 
‘scure person who claimed his protection. If the 
‘spirit of this act, and of these sentiments, pre- 
“wailed here, an outrage like that described by the 
“memorialists could not occur, without arousing 
‘at once the indignant judgment of Congress, 
I move the reference of the memorial to the 
‘Committee on the Judiciary. Sicko 
„o Mr.. CLAY, Mr. President, the Senator quotes 
one.old saying from the common law. , There is 
another, sir, to. be derived from higher authority, 
from the sayings of the wise man of Israel, ‘ the 
dog will return to his vomit.” I do not expect, 
sir, that we shall be able to. correct vicious and 
depraved instincts or corrupt taste; but I do pro- 
test against tolerating an abuse of the rules of the 
Senate, in order to reiterate these hackneyed set 
phrases which we have heard repeated so often, 
Mr. SUMNER. I am accustomed to answer, 
on this floor, anything in the shape of argument, 
and I hold myself ready at all times to meet it. 
I hold myself, also, at all times ready to meet any 
- Senator here who keeps within the rules and or- 


ders of debate, for that man is my peer; buta |! 


Senator who does not keep within the rules and 
the orders of debate is not my peer. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, of course I 
should say nothing on this subject if the State 
which I have the honor in part to represent had 
not been alluded to, and alluded to in a manner. in 
which it would not have been, I think, if the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts had considered well what 
he was saying. I suppose he justifies himseif 

upon the representation of facts made in that pe- 

tition. I only beg to say to the Senate, and 
through .them to the country, that the allegations 

contained in the petition are not correct, and I 
feel that this is not the proper place to set afloat 
as facts statements which have no actual founda- 
tion. 

Now, sir, it so happens that I am acquainted 
with Colonel, Dean, the Senator from the city of 
Macon, and county of Bibb, in the Legislature 
of the State of Georgia, and I know the case 
to which. the Senator referred. I received a com- 
munication from a personal friend, Mr. Wales, 
of Wilmington, Delaware, who was one of the 
attorneys, and I think theleading attorney engaged 
in the trial. I recommended to him that if there 

_ was the least belief whatever that the boy Davis 
| Was a free person of color, Judge Nesbitt late of 
the supreme court of Georgia, should be employed 


he case. Colonel Dean knowing thé 
asked t laws of th ntry should be. 
nvókeđ to try whether he was a ‘free person of: 
color or.not, . Heis now in Georgia, and the ques- 
tion can ‘be tried. there. A correspondence: has 
taken place on the subject between Mr. Dean and 
some individuals at Wilmington.” ~ : ; 

Mr. Dean stated to them that the boy was there, 
| and that,.if any of them. believed he was -a free 
person; and could convince him such was the fact, 
he would be ‘the last man in the world to retain in 
slavery anyone who was not aslave.. The matter 

assed off in that way; but the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts to-day has set it affoat! 
throughout the whole country that, by the laws of | 
the United States, and by the devision of a com- 
| missioner in the State of. Delaware, a free man | 
hag been sent into slavery. If I were to ask the 
Senator if he made this statement from any knowl- 
edge of his. own, he would. say he did not, but 
that he spoke from the representations contained 
in this petition. > $ 

Now, sir, I submit to him and to the country 
whether it is proper thus to attempt to excite sec- 
tional jealousies upon a presumed state of facts; ! 
and whether it is justifiable to allow those per- 
sons who are governed by-prejudice or fanaticism, 
or any other feeling whatever, to make this body 
jan instrument by which they may circulate their 
statements, when it’ is ‘known, or ought to be 
\'kKnosvn, that they are not true? : 

Mr. President, if we go on in this course, and 
gentlemen who take pleasure and feel a gratifica- 
ton in exciting one section of this country against 
| the other, continuein this way, conservative men 
will ask why is it done; for what purpose can it 
be? : Can it be the result of a. patriotic feeling, or 
jis it the result of a determination so to excite one | 
section against the other so as to lead to disunion ? 

Why, sir, no longer ago than two days since, 
I happened to come across an Abolition paper | 
called the Emancipator, and there I read a speech 
of Wendell Phillips, who is himself the great 
leader of the party or faction to which the Sen- 
ator belongs, in which he said the Constitution of 
the country established slavery; that by it the 
South was justified; that the Constitution required 
the rendition of persons escaping from service, 
and the principle to-which he appealed was the 
| destruction of the Constitution: As an evidence 
of what he and his: followers intend, they burnt 
up that sacred instrument and also this law, and 
proclaimed that the disunion of these States was 
the. only course that could rescue them from the 
oppression, as they call it, of slavery. 

Now, am 1 to believe that the Senator from 
| Massachusetts, under the influence of this feeling, 
is making an effort’to bring about that state of 
affairs, which is so much desired by the leaders of 
the party? Does he desire to see accomplished 
ithe results contemplated by the individual to! 
whom I have reference, and others connected with | 
him? L surely think not. 

Then, after the Congress of the United States 
have passed a law which has been approved by 
the President, and acknowledged to be constitu-. 
tional, why does he not, like a law-abiding man 
and a patriot, submit to the Government of his 
| country, and not attempt to excite prejudices and 
jealousies? Fle does not desire to see the Union 
dissolved. It can only be then for some personal 
consideration. What can that personal consider- | 
atien be, but to throw around him a party—a 
party which he knows is forming against the Con- 
stitution of his country and the Union of these 
States. That can be the only feeling, Itis not 
| for the purpose of advancing the prosperity or the 
happiness of the Union, but it is for the purpose 
| of advancing the prospects of the individual. 

Now, sir, | submit to the country and to the 
members of this body, whether we should make 
ourselves 9 mere instrument in the hands of these 
| fanatics? I will be pardoned for calling them so. 
For those who are sincere, and honest, and 
| governed by feelings of the heart, and have no 
hypocrisy, I have a respect, but in regard to 
| those who are governed by personal feelings and 
considerations, and who desire to make them- | 
selves the leaders of this party, or to acquire no- 
toriety at the expense of the country, Í cannot | 
call them patriotic. iia i 

Here, sir, 1 am. the repre 


ji 


tolerates. slavery—a slavery. that has descended to 

“us from our ancestors—a slavery that. came from 
‘the ancestors-of..the Senator from: Massachusetts 
-himself, and from thé State of Massachusetts. 
With this destiny. implanted’ upon us, and with 
all the efforts of. benevolence and philanthropy to 
render the condition of all ‘mankind, ‘black or 
white, in that section of the world happy and 
‘prosperous, are we to be daily irritated and ‘per- 
plexed by the’ solemn declarations we. have all 
heard uttered by the Senator from Massachusetts 
—calculated to do what? Calculated to make the 
impression abroad that cruelty is existing in the 
South; that we of the South would take a free- 
‘man and convert him into a slave. 

These are the allegations which have been made. ` 
Surely they are such as the feelings of no section 
of the country ought to approbate. They ought 
to recollect well, and I say to the Senator to-day, 

-he ought to know, and he ought to feel, and he 
does know, and he does feel; that he is making an 
instrument of hiniself here, merely to irritate the 
judgment and the feeling of gentlemen who rep- 
resent the southern country, and whose destiny 
has been planted there. Though he may con- 
sider it a duty incumbent on him to present these 
petitions, he ought to avoid presenting themin an 
offensive manner; he ought to avoid the use of 
language'calculated to irritate gentlemen. Butthe 
Senator, I regret to say, repeats those things as if 
the section of country to-which I belong, was a 
section which was dishonoring the Union of these 
States, and dishonoring the character of human 
nature. Then, not he, but the leaders of his 
‘party, go further and say that we are governed 
by a Constitution which is a degradation to our 
nation, anid that we are preserving a union which 
is calculated to damn us in futurity. Why do 
this? Ought not the country, and ought not the 
Senator, to know that these things are not calcu- 
lated to harmonize, that they are not calculated to 
arrest what he. considers to be an evil, and.never 
can have such an effect? If the enlightenment 
of the age, if the improved state of the nation, if 
the characteryof the South’ cannot manage this 
institution, which he calls an evil, [ ask him if 
he has any instrumentality, or any capacity by 
‘which he ean eradicate it or ameliorate it? I take 
this occasion to say.to him,.and to his friends, 
that instead of benefiting: the condition of the 
people whom'‘they desire -so much to alleviate, 
“they are planting more-firmly the roots of that 
‘which they wish to destroy. They are attempting 
to make that section of the country rebellious; 
they are, by the acts which are being perpetrated— 
I do not say by him, but by the persons whom he 
represents, and whose medium he is—endeayvoring 
to induce a certain class of population in our 
country to escape to the northern States, and then 
to raise all these exciting questions. What reason 
is there for it, except a mere desire to excite the 
public mind by creating a great uproar in relation 
to these questions? a : 

But, sir, I did not intend to say much. I rose 
merely to speak of- the facts, because I am one of 
those who consider this question as having passed 
by, and who had hoped it would not be agitated 
here again. My object in rising was merely to 
correct the Senator’s statement as to Colonel Dean, 
the owner of the boy Davis, to whom he has re- 
ferred. The boy, as I understand the facts, as 
they have been already proved in the trial in Del- 
aware, and as they will be proved again, is a per- 
fect slave. I now assure the Senator, if he wishes 
to look into the matter, he can go to the town of 
Macon, in the State of Georgia. I will accom- 
pany him there. He will receive no affront. He 
shall be protected in every form and shape., He 
shall be protected like any other gentleman who 
passes through our country. The boy shall be 
there. The Senator may institute a habeas corpus. 
He may select a jury in the State of Georgia to 
try the case, and if he, as well as the jury, be 
not satisfied that the boy isa slave, I pledge my- 
self that he shall be given up. “ 

Upon this statement and these facts, which:can 
be substantiated, is it not unjust to misinform the 
country, and to attempt to excite the feelings of 
that portion of the North who are excited about 
this matter, to attempt to inflame them,.and to 
talk about these men who are petitioning Con- 
gress being the friends of Washington and “of 
Franklin?. Why is this?” It is done for the pur- 
pose of proclaiming to the country that the friends 
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of those glorious men who gave us the Constitu- 
tion which we now enjoy, entertain particular- 
opinions, and that the present Congress is doing 
something extraordinary, and that the South are 
cruel oppressors! 
such opinions as those set forth in the petition 
presented by that Senator this morning. 

This is all wrong. J have no excitement about 
it. But as a citizen of this Union, as a Union 
man, desiring the preservation. of the Constitu- 
tion, it does disturb me. I should feel more sat- 
isfied, asa member of this body, if the Senator 
himself would use that propriety which he rec- 
ommended to another, whose decorum is known 
to us all. If he, as a patriot should do, would 
rely upon principle, and not upon prejudice; if he 
would recognize the Constitution of his country 
and abide by. it, and not be the instrumentality of 
disturbing it, | should be glad. If it were not 
that it would be getting into a débate on this ques- 
tion, I should propound several questions to the 
Senator in relation to his constitutional views; but 
T will not do it, because it might lead to a pro- 
longed discussion. 

Mr. GWIN. [ move to Jay this paper upon 
the table, as it is leading to debate. 

Mr. RUSK. There is a paper connected with 
that petition, to the reception of which i object, 
It is a letter, a very prejudiced one, which seems 
to have been drawn from a Quaker of Delaware by 
a letter addressed to him by a Senator in this body, 
the Senator from Massachusetts. That letter re- 
flects grossly and falsely upon the South, and it 
reflects upon the officer 

Mr. MASON. The Senator from Massachu- 

- setts has brought the paper before us. $e is re- 
sponsible to the Senate for it, and I ask thatit may 
be read. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 

WILMINGTON, Gth month 17, 1854. 

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: I called on Samuel 
Guthrie, commissioner, residing at New Castle, this day, 
to request of bim a copy of hisdecision in the case of Ned 
Davis, the salt water fugitive, which he declined to fur- 
nish; first, because it would take some two or three 
hours to write out his decision; and second, he did not 
wish to write out an opinion just to satisfy the public, that 
would be published in the papers, and then torn to pieces 
by those who might see fit to comment upon it; he had 
given bis decision for the delivery of Davis, and did not 
feel bound to furnish the public with his reasons for so doing. 
He further stated that John Wales, esq., was present, and | 
had taken dawn the heads of his reasons for deciding as 
he did, or he should have furnished them. He seems to 
have forgotten that, at the time, he promised to write it out 
at his leisure, and give it to us. He also told me the day of 


the decision, before he gave it publicly, that he had com- 
menced to write it out, but, not being well, had not com- 


pletedit. At the time ailuded to, the morning before he gave || 


up Davis, he stated to me that he was not prepared to say but 
what Ned Davis was eutitled to his freedom, by the laws of | 
Maryland ; but that must be provedin Georgia, from whence 
he escaped, if anywhere. He had positive proof that he 
was held as a slave by Dean, of Georgia, and he could not 
not go into the case to determine whether or no he was 
held there according to taw. ‘The proof of his being held 
there as a slave was the ground of his decision. If he 
had been so kind as to have furnished the friends of Ned | 
Davis with those facts—that he could not go into the justice 


of Dean’s claim to Davis, but must return him at all haz- |} 
ards—it would have been worse than folly to employ į 


council to attend to his case at alk, 


Very respectfully, THOS, GARRETT, 


WILMINGTON, DELAWARE, 6th month 17, 1854. 
ESTEEMED FRIEND, HARLES SUMNER: T'wo or three 
days since Dytwin Parrish, of Philadelpia, sent me a letter 
he had received from thee, requesting all the important 
facts relative to the trial and return of Ned Davis, claimed 
by Dean, of Georgia, asa slave. Lat once put thy letter 
and bis into the hands of ex- Senator Wales, who was em- 


ployed to defend Davis, and requested him to write out all ! 


the facts, and forward to thee, At the same time I gave 
him a copy of a letter from E. A. Nesbit, an attorney of 
Macon, Georgia, who had been written to to test the valid- 
ity of Dean’s claim to Davis, in answer to which he wrote 
us he was dead, but were he in life, he would not hesitate 
to undertake his case. Wales will forward the copy of 
that letter, also one from his brother, cut from the Pennsyl- 
vanian, pudlished in Philadelphia, by which it will be found 
his professions were all gammon. Yesterday, at Wales’s 


suggestion, f went to see Guthrie, at New Castle, to get his į 


own statement, which thee will see he declines to give, for 


reasons set forth, and afterwards contradicts himself by say- | 


ing he would have furnished the heads of it, if Wales had 
not been present, and taken it down. 
statement to Wales, and he directed me to say he would 
send thee all the documents he can furnish in the case in a 
day or two. We are boastingly told that the South is not 
only just, but honorable, and that a colored person can al 

ways bave a fair trial for his freedom there ; nay, more, I 
have frequently been boastingly toid they are so tenacious 
of the rights there, that there are always attorneys of good 
standing enough to be found there to volunteer to see that 
they have a fair trial, What has wrought such a sudden 
change there? The Nebraska-Kansas bill, or the Burns 
tragedy at Boston? I was in Bostoa at the time Burns was 


Those great men sustained no ji 


I showed the within ; 


1 


| ashamed to own he done it willingly. He-declared to me 
j he lost two night’s sleep, and bad no comfort while in 


į the pill, and I presume he will soon be able to conquer his 


i right to draw from anybody an ex parte slanderous | 


i to the reception of the paper. 


taken, and 1 agree with the Richmond Enquirer—a few 
more such victories, and the return of slaves-from the North 
will be of the past, not the present. ‘frejoice that our 
Pennsylvania friends have petitioned for the repeal of the 
fugitive slave law.. [tis odious to all decent men of feeling. 
Guthrie, who got ten dollars for returning poor Davis, de- 
ciared to me he wouid have given fifty dollars cheerfully to 
be released from making the decision. It showed one of | 
two things: it was repugnant to his feelings to-do it, or 


church on Sunday, reflecting on it. Weill, he swallowed 


prejudice. 


Thine truly, THOS. GARRETT. 


Mr. RUSK. Mr. President 

Mr. BAYARD. Will the Senator allow me to 
make a few remarks ? 

Mr. RUSK. I was not through with what I 
intended to say. I shall be ina minute. With 
regard to the billingsgate and falsehoods towards 
the South in that letter I have nothing to say. I 
éare nothing about them. They are the capital 
of certain parties. It is what they have to say 
in reply to all arguments. 
they must, as a matter of course, have resort to 
the calling of names and to the utterance of false-.| 
hoods to sustain them in the seeming plausibility 
of what they say; but here is the principle to 
which I object. 

A member of this body writes a letter to an in- 
dividual about a transaction, evoking from that 
individual an answer which is slanderous towards | 
the officer who executed the Jaw, and then pre- 
sents it to this body. {tis a paper slanderous to 
that officer, and a libel upon him. It talks about 
the power of his conscience; that he could not 


i have comfort in church; that he got ten dollars foriji 


sending this man back. Such poor, pitiful, trifling 
expressions as these, which form. the capital of 
certain persons are indulged in. -This is the prin- | 
ciple which [ object to. No Senator here has a | 


statement towards a private individual, much less 
towards an officer of the Government, and then 
spread it on the records of the Senate. I object 


Mr. GWIN. I want to ask a question of the 
Chair. Does a motion that the subject lie on the 
table stop debate? 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly it does. | 

Mr. GWIN. Then I move that it lie on the 
table. i 

Mr. SUMNER. On that motion I call for the || 
yeas and nays.’ ! 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT. Debate is not in order on || 
this motion. j 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope the honorable Senator 
will withdraw it for a few minutes. | 

Mr. GWIN. Iwill give way to the honorable į 
Senator from Delaware for a minute, if he will re- | 
new the motion, 

Mr. BAYARD. I should not take part in this || 
discussion, or any notice of the communication || 
which is now before the Senate, though not ad- |} 
dressed to the body, were it not that | am person- | 
ally acquainted with the character of the individual | 
who wrote that letter. I may say of him that, i 
upon the subject of slavery—the abolition of slav- 


Destitute of principle, i| 


i into another State by his escape. 


| determine whether he is aslave or not. 


As regards the commissioner in: that case; Mr,” 
Guthrie, he is a gentleman of high standing at the 


bar, a modest, retiring, firm man. L presume he 

based his opinion upon the ground which I main-. 
tain, under the act of Congress for the delivery’ 
| of fugitives; and it is this: The object of the act: 
| ig not to try the question of freedom: or slavery— 

| to determine it finally—because the effect of the 

decision of the commissioner cannot be such as: 
| regards the rights of masters. If the slave is re- 
; turned into his own State, under the laws of that | 
State he has the right to apply for his freedom. 
if he is entitled to it. The principle of the fugis 
tive slave law, as I understand it, is, that slavery” 
| being acknowledged by the Federal Constitution,., 
| for the purpose of the return of fugitive slaves, if 
' slavery is the condition of the black man in the 

State from which he escapes, and you prove the. 
fact that he was held in slavery at the time he es- 


| caped,.and that he did escape, then it follows of ne+ 


cessity that being in a state of slavery he cannot, ` 

| by his escape, change the jurisdiction which is to 

determine his right to freedom one way or the other. 
That I suppose to be the principle of the law 

| It isa mere ex parte proceeding. It does not bind 

| the slave when he is returned into the State from 

| which he has escaped, and where he has been held 

j in slavery; but the question of freedom or slavery” 


i may still be determined there. This is the only- 


| fair interpretation of that law. You are to pro- 
ceed upon it precisely as you do in reference to’ 
the escape of criminals, fugitives from justice. 
You do not mean to try the question whether the. 
man is guilty or not of the crime before you re- 
turn him, but you return him that he may be tried 
in the State from whence he escaped... So, by. : 
parallel and analagous reasoning. in. reference to: 
the slave, the Constitution recognizes the right to, 


| hold slaves in the States in which slavery is recog- 


nized, and it provides for their return; and I say, 


| on no principle, if slavery exists in a State, can 


the party held to slavery, shift the jurisdiction 
All you have 


| to do is to show the fact that he was held to sla- 


very. If he was held wrongfully, he can apply 
to the State in which he was held; but he cannot, 
by his escape, change the jurisdiction which is to 
I may be 
wrong in this opinion. I am not going to dilate 
on itnow. Tam not. going into all the principles 
which [ think necessarily and properly result from 
it. No doubt I differ in opinion from the Senator 
from Massachusetts. ; ' 

it is on that ground, I gather from this letter, 
that the commissioner in Delaware decided on 
this case, and I think rightfully. Were I a com- 
missioner, and were a party brought before me as 
a fugitive slave, and his escape from another State 


| ery—he is a maniac. Sir, it has been my fortune, |} was proved to me, or admitted by himself, I should 


within the last ten years, since 1846, to be em- |; not enter into the question of whether, under any 
ployed to bring action against that very man, not |; technical construction of the laws of the State he 
under the present fugitive slave law, but under the |} was, or was not, legally a slave there. It would 


i| law which had stood since 1793, for, as I call it, || be enough for me to know that he was held in 


stealing or aiding to steal slaves who had escaped || slavery, and instead of resorting to the laws of 
from the State of Maryland into the State of |i the State in which he was held, and which would 
Delaware. I brought several actions against him, | have removed the evil if he was unjustly held, I 


land I recovered penalties under that law. 


i 
i 
j 
l 
] 
i 
i 


i 


;| of the verdicts could be got outof him. So strong | 
was the sentiment of the jury in my county, (in |! 


T ob- | 


_ tained verdicts from the juries, without leaving the | 


box, to the amount of nearly $8,000; but he 
smuggled away his property in some mode, and į 
covered it up, so that only $2,000 of the amount | 


which į} admit there are a vast number of Aboli- | 
tionists, and persons who are infected with the į 
peculiar notions of the Society of Friends,) that 
when, after the verdicts of the juries in those | 
cases had heen given, and the penalties awarded 
under the act of Congress, I sued him for trespass, | 
de bonis asportatis, the jury gave me, without leav- | 
ing the box, the full amount of the value of the | 
slaves, in addition to the penalty of the act of: 
Congress. He had been accessory to the removal | 


| Mr. BENJAMIN. 


| say, on a mere summary proceeding, which is not 
| intended to determine finally the question of sla- 
i very at all, which does not bind the rights of the 
negro, which would not be evidence for the pur- 
pose of holding him in slavery, and which goes no 
further than into the prima facie case, if the facts 
were established that he was held in slavery, and 
i thathe had escaped while so held, I should return 
! him. 

Mr. President , 
' Mr. RUSK. Will the Senator allow me to 
state my point of order? I object to the reception < 
of that paper, first, because it is not addressed to 
‘the Senate, and secondly, because it contains 

{ statements which are disrespectful to the South. 

i ThePRESIDENT. The question then willbe 

i upon the reception of the paper, and that question 


of siaves by one of the modes in which these |} is not debatable, unless by ananinious consent. 


a ae ae S canes: wt 


: SUMNER. -I trow. myself upon’ the 
himity ‘of: th 


the floor: o 
Mr. BENJAMI 
“Mr. SUMNER! ‘Ido not desire—— 
“Mr TOOMBS. ‘Does it require una 
consent to petmit the Senator to proceed?” 


imous 


-The PRESIDENT. In ‘the opinion of the: 


Chair, it does. = 57 A 
“Mr. TOOMBS. Then if it does, 1 object. 
“Mr. SUMNER. “1I believe I have the floor. 
“Mr. CLAY. ~The Senator from Louisiana 
was recognized, and has the floor. 
‘Mr.SUMNER. Wit the Chair be kind enough 
tostate how the matter stands? T i 
“The PRESIDENT, The Senator from Texas 
objected to the reception of the paper, which has 
peen read.. Thatis the question before the Senate. 


A motion was also made by the Senator from | 


California, that the motion to refer the petition lie 
on the table. The other question is first before 
the Senate. 


Mr. SUMNER. TheSenator from California’ 


moved to lay the motion to refer upon the table. 
Mr. CHASE, That was withdrawn. 


“Mr, BENJAMIN. The motion of the Senator | 


from California was withdrawn, and after the 
Senator from Delaware addressed the Chair, Í 
was recognized as having the floor. : 

' The PRESIDENT. That is rue. The motion 
was withdrawn, and the Senator from Louisiana 
was entitled to the floor. The question now is 
upon the reception of the paper objected to. 

* “Mr, DOUGLAS. And thatis not debatable. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion 
that itis not debatable. 

Mr. SUMNER. Iask the Chair whether the 
first question is not on the motion to refer the 
memorial? 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Texas 
objects tothe reception of one of the papers pre- 
sented by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. WELLER. That is not debatable. 

Mr. SUMNER. Do I understand that that 
paper cannot be received? 

he PRESIDENT. Itis for the Senate to de- 
cide whether it shall be received or not. 
“Mr, SUMNER. [have no desire to press its 
reception. | do desire to press. the memorial. 
‘The PRESDENT. The question, then, is on 
the reference of the memorial. 

Mr. SUMNER. I withdraw the paper. 

“Mr. RUSK. Do L understand that the paper to 
which | object. is withdrawn? 

- The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Massachusetts withdraw it? 

Mr. SUMNER, Ido. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is on 
the reference of the memorial. 

Mr. SUMNER. And now 
i Mr. BENJAMIN. I have the right to the 

oor. i 

Mr. SUMNER. I believe I have possession 
of the floor. I desire to say but a few words. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 will yield tothe Senator. 

Mr. SUMNER. In the impatience of the Sen- 
ate, I do not desire to follow the discursive address 
to which we have listened from the Senator from 
Georgia, (Mr. Dawson,] or the Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. Bayarn,] touching the various 

vints of law and of fact in this matter, which has 
been so suddenly brought beforeus. My objectis 
simply to set myself right. That I can do. I 
know, sir, that I can set myself right always, 

In presenting this memorial, I performed a sim- 
ple duty, I had also a pleasure in its perform- 
ance. [It was a memorial from an eminent society 
which has enjoyed much honor in this country, 
and from which memorials have al ways been wel- 
comed in Congress, from that early memoria! 
signed by Benjamin Franklin, down to the pres- 
ent time. And it urged a prayer which I am 
always glad of an opportunity to urge. 

When I had the honor to receive the memorial 
some time ago from the eminent president of the 
society, | wrote to him, acknowledging its recep- 
tion, and suggested to him that it would be im- 
portant, in carrying out the desires of the society, 
to accompany the memorial with such evidence as 
they could present in relation to the specific griev- 
ance set forth in the memorial. In response to 
that letter, ] received from Dr. Parrish, the presi- 


Senate to make a brief state“ 
Mr. CLAY. | The Senator from Louisiana has. 


“Fam willing to yield it.’ 


“dent, to whom we. referred “several papers 
which accompany: the memorial; and also, sub 


sequently, a letter from a gentleman.of Delaware,- 


personally.unknown to me; and with-whom Fanm 
not aware that Thad had anyi previt 
nication, ; 


‘As the letter from. Delawa t 
this matter.and contained what. purporiedio be a 
certificate of facts, regarded asimportant,: 4 placed 
it among other papers. accompanying: the memo- 


‘rial; and, under these circumstances, Í presented 


them all to- the Senate.: If. the. letter contained 
any expressions just!y obnoxious to Congress. or 
disrespectful to this body, I did not-take note of 
them at the time... : f 


Such, sir, is. my. simple. explanation of these | 
facts; and now with regard to one suggestion that | 


has fallen from the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Dawson,] that there are persons here who seek 
to arouse odium against the South, or to create 
excitement and-ulceration of feeling there. I say 
distinctly that 1 am not one of those persons, nor: 
do I believe that any such exist. Sir, I desireno 
such thing. I desire justice simply; that. is all. 
L wish to see this Union, which binds us all to- 
gether, a Union of peace and. harmony, in fact 
and in name; butpabove all, let it be a Union, 
where freedos is maintained by constitutional 
laws. And permit me to say, that just so long as 


an enactment continues on the statute-book, which | 
defies every sound principle of constitutional law, | 


and every axiom of free institutions, Senators 
must expect that it will be met by the strongest 
language of reprobation which can come from 
honest hearts. 7 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not desire to enter 
into any general question of the constimtionality 
of the fugitive slave law, or to excite any further 
discussion on a topic which, in my estimation, 
ought to be banished from the Halls of Congress; 
but on several occasions, on this floor, when the 
question has arisen in the Senate in relation to the 
precise construction which the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts places upon those articles of the Con- 
stitution which are intended to secure to the South 
the return of its property when it has escaped into 
free States, the Senator has declared that his state- 
ments, or his opinions, upon the subject have 
been misrepresented. F have listened to him, 
upon each occasion, with great interest, and [can 
assure him, with a sincere desire to ascertain his 
precise views of the constitutional obligation. on 
that point; and I did determine, as no one else 
had done it, that on the very first occasion on 
which this question should be raised in the Sen- 
ate I would endeavor to obtain some distinct 
knowledge of his opinion. 

Now, Mr. President, the Constitution of the 
United States is composed of a very few articles. 
There are but seven of them in all. The first 
provides for the organization of the legislative 
department of the Government; the second for 
the executive; and the third for the judiciary. 
The fourth treats of the relation of the States be- 
tween themselves, and between themselves and the 
General Government. 
subject of amendments to the Constitution; the 
sixth to a declaration of the general principle that 
the laws of the United States are paramount to 
those of the States; and the seventh to the ratifica- 
tion of the Constitution itself. The fourth article, 
which treats of the relations of the States between 
themselves and of their relations to the General 
Government, contains but four short sections. 
The first provides that ‘full faith and credit shall 
be given In each State to the public acts, records, 
and judicial proceedings of every other State.” 
The second is divided into three paragraphs, the 
first of which says, that ‘‘ the citizens of each State 
shall be entitled to all privilegés and immunities 
of citizens in the several States.”’. The second 
paragraph says, that a ‘* person charged in any 
State with treason, felony, or other crime, who 
shall flee from justice, and be found in another 
State, shall, on demand of the Executive authority 
of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, 
to be removed to the State having jurisdiction of 
the crime.” 


The third paragraph says: 


“No person held to service or labor in one State, under j 


the laws thereof, escaping into another, shah, in conse 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
clan ok the party to whom auch service or labor may be 
us. : 


s commu: | 
re related to` 


The fifth is confined to the : 


2 Now, sir, the Senator: from “Massachusetts on: 
‘several occasions. upén this: fldor has denied the 
obligation, as L-understand ‘him, under the Consti- 


| tution of the United States, to: deliver up fugitive 
il@laves from the fréé States to the owners in the 


slave States.” } understand that to be the extent 
of his denial. I will respectfully ask:the Senator 
from Massachusetts to inform me if. that is what 
he asserts ? : i ; 

Mr. SUMNER. The manner of the: Senator 
from Louisiana is always so kind and so michin 
conformity with the proprieties of debate, that E 
shall have great -pleasure in answering ‘his ques- 
tions; but Í should prefer to wait until he gets 
through. Tea 

-Mr BENJAMIN. Tsimply wish to inquire 
of the Senator from Massachusetta-whether he 
acknowledges any obligation imposed by the Con- 
stitution of the United States, for the return of 
fugitive slaves from the free States to those by. 
whom they are held to service or labor in the’ 
slave States. ‘That is the only question which L 
desire to propound to him before I proceed with, 
what If have to say; S 

Mr. SUMNER. And before I answerthat ques- 
tion, 1 desire to ask the’ Seriator from Louisiana, 
whether, under the clause of the Constitution of 
the United States, which secures to the citizens of 
every State the privileges and immunities of citi- 
zens of the United States, a colored citizen of 
Massachusetts can, without any crime, in South 
Carolina or Louisiana, be seized and thrown into 
prison, and then afterwards, on failure to pay cer- 
tain alleged jail fees, be sold absolutely into sla- 
very? $ 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iwill answer that I think 
that is entirely unconstitutional. 

Mr. SUMNER. | am very glad that the Sen- 
ator says it is entirely unconstitutional. I will 
then ask the Senator if he is ready in his place to 
introduce an act of Congress to carry out that 
provision of the Constitution, to secure to the col- 
ored citizens of the North their rights in South 
Carolina and Louisiana? ae 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This is a very extraordi- 
nary method of answering a question. I have 
heard of the Yankee method of answering one 
question by asking another; but this is answering. 
one by asking two... [Laughter.] It was notmy 
desire to enter into any polemical controversy. 
upon this subject with the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts; but, as 1l stated before, I put the 
question With.a sincere and earnest desire to as- 
certain whether he and the gentleman with whom 
he acts, or whose organ he is upon this floor, really 
recognized any constitutional obligation on the 
part of the free States, or on the part of Congress, 
to provide for the return of a fugitive slave from 
the free to the slave States? Whether that obli- 
gation exists anywhere under the Constitution? 
Or, in other words, whether this article of the 
Constitution was intended to apply to slaves ? 

Mr.SUMNER. Before answering the question 
of the Senator, [laughter,] I should like to have 
him deal by me as he desires me to deal by him. 
I should like to have him tell me whether it is in 
the power of Congress, under the clause. of the 
Constitution to which I have referred, and which 
is side by side with the other clause on ‘‘ fugitives 
from labor,” to pass an act to secure to colored 
citizens of the North, their rights in South Caro- 
lina and Louisiana? The Senator must answer 
that question before he can confront this discus- 
sion. 

„Mr. BENJAMIN. My object is answered, 
sir. 

Mr. CLAY. Exactly; do not say another 
word. 

Mr. BENJAMIN... I imagine, sir, that there 
is not a man in the country who will not now 
thoroughly understand the object for which E put 
the question. That object is entirely answered. To 
a plain, respectful inquiry put to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, in relation to his understanding of 
the provision of the Constitution, about which he 
declared his sentiments upon this floor, and in re- 
lation to which he has always said that his senti- 


| ments have been misconstrued, he has answered 


by submitting to me a series of inquiries. 1 an- 
swered the first, supposing that upon my answer- 
ing that, he would then be willing to answer my 


question. Instead of that I find myself put upon 
the stand. I shall, therefore, deéline further dis- 
cussion. ; Soy 


aai 


ot 


Mr. GWIN. I move that this subject lie on | 


the table. 


Mr. SUMNER. I desire to say one word. I 
have the floor, 1 believe. i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


from California moves that the question lie upon | 


the table. 


Mr. SLIDELL. If the Senator from Massa- | 
chusetts has no right to procéed but by unanimous | 


consent, | object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California moves that the petition lie on the 
table. 

Mr. CLAY. The subject. 

Mr. SUMNER. Have I not the floor? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is not debatable. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER, when his name was called, said: 
l answer ‘fno.’ I want everything to come. Let 
the crisis come as soon as it can. $ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—-yeas 37, nays 14: as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bay~ 
ard, Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, Clay, 
Clayton, Dawson, Dixon, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Johnson, 
Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, 
Norris, Penit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, and Weller—37. 

NAYS—Messrs. Butler, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Giliewte, Hamlin, James, Rockwell, 
Sumner, Toombs, Wade, and Walker—Il4, 

So the motion was agreed to. 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. BADGER. I ask the Senate now to take 


I call for the yeas and nays 


up for consideration the motion submitted by me ! 


some time since, to reconsider the vote on the 
passage of the bill authorizing the construction of 
a subterranean line of telegraph from the Missis- 
sippi or the Missouri river to the Pacific ocean. I 
will make an explanation, and then hope the Sen- 
-ate will indulge me in my request. 1 made the 
motion to reconsider, not Pecans I had changed 
my mind in regard to the bill, but because I 
thought it highly important that it should be acted 
upon by a full Senate; and it passed before with- 


out a full Senate, and by a majority of but one | 


vote. | made the motion at the instance of gen- 
tlemen for whose opinions | entertain the highest 
respect. I wish now to have that motion taken 
up, and for the purpose of doing justice all round, 


and to ascertain the sense of the Senate without | 
any further consumption of time, if my request is | 
agreed to, | shall ask leave of the Senate to with- | 
draw the motion to reconsider, and then that can | 


be voted upon as a test question. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brient 


in the chair.) The question is apon the motion | 


made by the Senator from North Carolina. 

Mr. WELLER. I call for the yeas and nays 
upon that motion 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BADGER. 


tion. 

Mr. EVANS. Will the Chair state precisely 
the proposition which is before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is on the 


question of granting leave to the Senator from | 
North Carolina to withdraw the motion to recon- | 


sider. 

Mr. BADGER. I made the motion that the 
Senate take up the bill for consideration, and I 
stated that if the Senate agreed to take it up, I 
should ask leave to withdraw the motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. WELLER. That is the question before 
the Senate—shall he have leave to withdraw the 
motion? 


Mr. BADGER. I do not so understand it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair | 


understood the motion to be to withdraw the 
motion to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. BAYARD. The pending motion now is 
to take it up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
objection, it will be taken up. 

There was no objection. 


Mr. BADGER. Now, Mr. President, I will | 


state a little more distinctly the reasons why, as 
I have said, 1 shall submit the motion. I find, 
sir, in consequence of the state of the business 


l imagine that the Senator | 
from California does not understand the ques- | 


If there be no jj 
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before the Senate, that by pressing the motion to 
reconsider, | may unadvisedly, and against my 
intention, do serious injury toit. Now, therefore, 
with the understanding that it is to enable the 
Senate to determine whether they will adhere to 
the bill which they passed or not, I move for leave 
to withdraw the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. STUART. Asa test question. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on granting leave to withdraw the motion to re- 
consider, 
have been demanded. 

Mr. DAWSON. The question is whether leave 
shall be granted to withdraw the motion to re- 


consider. ls it within the power of the Senate to | 


grant that leave? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Clearly it is. 

Mr. DAWSON. Is not the question directly 
upon the motion itself an equivalent proposition, 
and why then change the rule? > 

Mr. BADGER. 1 should have no objection to 
taking the question on that. _ 

Mr. BROWN. We should have a long de- 
bate upon it. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire simply to say to my 
friend from Georgia, that under the rules of the 
Senate, a gentleman who makes a motion can at 
any time withdraw it, except in case itis a motion 
to reconsider, which shall not be withdrawn with- 
out leave of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from North Carolina has clearly aright to make the 
motion. [tis in the power of any Senator to ob- 
ject to granting leave, and in that event the sense 
of the Senate will be taken. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- | 


sulted—yeas 30, nays 19; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brod- 
head, Cass, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, 
Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, 
Hamlin, Houston, James, Jones of lowa, Jones of Ten- 
nesses, Norris, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, Sumoaer, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and Weller—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Brown, Buter, Clay, 
Clayton, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, 
Johuson, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Slidell, Thompson of Ken- 
tucky, Toombs, and Walker—19. 


So leave was granted to withdraw the motion to | 


reconsider; and it was withdrawn. 
Mr. BRIGHT stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Sewarp, who wag in favor of the bill. 
WILLIAM P. S. SANGER. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the request of 


the House of Representatives to furnish them | 


with a certified copy of the bill for the relief of 


William P. S. Sanger; and it was ordeyéd that ; 


the request be complied with. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
surned the consideration of the House bill 


of the public lands to actual settlers.’’ 

Mr. Gwin had moved to amend the first sec- 
tion by striking out “ free of cost” 
‘cat twenty-five cents an acre payable when the pat- 
ent shall have issued.” Mr. Bropurap had 
moved to amend this amendment by striking out 
“twenty five,” and inserting “fifty.” The pending 


question is on the amendment to the amendment. |! 
The Senator from California | 


Mr. STUART, 
[Mr. Werer] is entitled to the floor; but I have 
suggested to him that I desire to make a motion 
this morning, and I have his assent. to it. 
prefacing it with a few remarks, E shall withdraw 
the substitute which I offered yesterday. 

I took occasion yesterday, and, as I thought, 
with perfect respect to the Senator from California 
to ask him, while discussing the amendment to 
the original bill, to confine himseif to that amend- 
{t will be recollected that the only thing 
which was done yesterday was the making of a 
motion, by the Senator from California, to strike 
out the words ‘ free of cost,” and insert ** twenty- 
five cents;’’ and of another motion by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropueap,} to amend 
that amendment of the Senator from California, 


by inserting “ fifty”? instead. of “ twenty-five,” an |, 
I think that from that time down to the hour at ; 


which we adjourned, which was past four o’clock 
the question before the Senate was not discussed 
at all. 

I do not rise to complain, but only to submit 
that very much time might be saved, (and 1 sub- 
mit it with great respect to Senators,) if we would 


Upon that motion the yeas and nays | 


to! 
grant a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres | 


and inserting | 


After | 


OB 
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a discussion. 


i ments to it alone were in order. 


confine ourselves to, the question before the Sen-,. - 
ate, in our-discussions.”. The most:of our debate * 
ponies was in respect to the proposition which, 

submitted, and which was-net betore the Senate’. 
for discussion. The original bill and the amend 


I find this morning that there is ‘a difference of. 
opinion among those whom I know tobe friends of 


i the bill, in respect to the,amendment which I have: 
| offered; and, sir, willing at all times to, ¢ 


» consult 
the wishes and the opinions of others-and against. 
my own judgment, (I am bound to say, decided-* 
ly against my own judgment,) L shall -wilhdraw. 
that proposition for the present... 1 only now wish, 
to submit that I was somewhat surprised to hear 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropugan,} 
the Senator from California, (Mr. Gwin,] and the 
Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Surexps,]. say, with 
so much emphasis and so much confidence, that 
the proposition which 1 submitted contained noth= | 
ing like a homestead principle. oe 
Mr. GWIN. If the Senator will permit me, 1 
never said that. I stated that it contained many. 
other matters of great importance; and’ that f 
thought if it did contain the same principle we. 
had better take the homestead bill on its own ba- 
sis. The Senators from Illinois and Pennsylvania. 
may have stated what the Senator says. i 
Mr. STUART. What is a homestead? It is’ 
simply a place where a man lives. It is his resi- 
dence; and there is no other known signification” 
of the term. What is the object, therefore, of 
a bill granting to aman a homestead? ‘It is to give 
him a place to live on. Upon what terms? Why, 
sir, itis no less a homestead because you charge 
him twenty-five cents an acre for it, than it is if 
you give it to him; and when a Senator rises here, 
and undertakes to tell me, especially with as much 


| emphasis as the Senator from Pennsylvania did, 


that itis not a homestead, he has not consulted 
the dictionary, he has not at all considered the: 
elements of a homestead. It is, I repeat, merely. 
a place where a man resides, and the question of, 
the terms upon which you will grant toa man, 
woman, or child, a homestead, is a question: 
which belongs, with great propriety, to the Cone: 
gress of the United States. ; OT DEE ae 
it may be that the Senator from Pennsylvania: 
desires to make some reputation in his own State,! 
by being considered the most prominent enemy 
of the homestead bill. If he does, I do not wish 
to deprive him of a single iota of it. If there ia: 
any other Senator who wishes to be considered. 
the champion par excellence of the homstead prin- 
ciples, neither would I take from him a single 
plume. [am content, Mr. President, (and Í beg 
to be excused by the Senate for uttering it, for £ 
dislike to speak of myself,) to procure at the 
hands of the Congress of the United States the; 
best law for the actual settlers upon the public 
land, the best law for the land holding States,: 
and the best method, in my judgment, ef dispos- 
ing of the whole land question in Congress, which 
Congress in its wisdom is willing to pass. ~ 

I have some peculiar notions of my own; but I 
am only one among a large number of gentlemen 
here, most of them older, all of them more ex- 
perienced, and doubtless allabler; and, sir, I only 
hope, so far as my feeble powers may enable me, 
to do something towards adjusting this land-ques- 
tion, upon a principle which would be satisfactory 
generally. 

Now, it was said by the Senator from Illinois, 
{Mr. Surezps,] and I confess to my surprise, that 
he regurded the introduction of this substitute as 
an abandonment of the homestead principle. 

Mr. WELLER. I understood this morning 
from the Senator from Michigan, that his desire 
was to withdraw his substitute, but not to gointe 
If he is desirous of entering into 


' the discussion, I should prefer hearing him after E 


have spoken. 
Mr.SfTUART. The Senator was not in his 
seat when I stated that I had his consent to with- 


: draw the substitute, and I at the same time stated 


| 
| 


| my desire to preface it with a very few remarks. 
my p y 


Mr. WELLER. The Senator told me nothing 
about going into a debate upon the question. 

Mr. STUART. The very last thing that I 
wish to do, is to extend the debate on this question, 
or on any other question, I have refrained, on 
every question which has been before the Senate, 
of a prominent character, at this session, from 
discussing it, in order to save time, I have done 


on this subject, 


frequently alluded to me.” He has stated that I 
sai bstitute did ‘not contain the homestead 
princ “'That'is ‘very certain; and T repeat it. 


ae € ead ‘bill, as Tunderstand it, meant 
a freegift farm, as ‘eontradistinguished from the 
graduation principle, or from the doctrine of ceding 
-the lands to the States; and Trepeat, (but not 
witha view of, making myself particularly prom- 
inent as the opponent of the homestead bill,) I 
am in favor of giving chéap homes to poor set- 
ters: and if the Senator from Michigan considers 
that a homestead bill, I am in favor of it; but, sir, 
I do not wish to violate a principle for the pur- 
pose of doing it. I wish’ to have some amount 
paid for these lands, which will approximate to 
their cost to'the Government—which will in some 
way reimburse it. 

Mr. WELLER being entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed ‘the Senate at length in support of a mod- 
ified bill. 

_ Mr, BENJAMIN followed in a speech of con- 
siderable length, on the general policy of the land 
system. 

Mr. CASS replied, contending that the true 
policy for the Government to pursue was to grant 
the lands to actual settlers without price. 

[See Appendix for these speeches. | 


Mr. CLAY. I do not rise for the purpose of 
trespassing on the time of the Senate at this late 
hour, by making a speech, but 1 cannot permit the 
remark of the honorable Senator from Michigan, 
in regard to what fell from me some days since, to 
paasunnoticed. 1 know that hedid not design to 
do me injustice, yet the extent and import which 
he'gave to the word ‘ demagogue,” as used by 
me, was far beyond the sense in which it was in- 
teded or used, of which I am well satisfied he 
would be persuaded upon perusing thespeech which 
F delivered onthat day. I did not, by any means, 

- intend to impeach the motives or impugn the con- 
duct of the supporters of the homestead bill on 
this floor; but | stated that, by pursuing the course 
of opposition.to the measure which 1 did, E should 
incur the assaults of demagogues at home; and 
so l repeat. Now, sir, | aay in all candor and 
frankness, if I could persuade myself that this was 
a constitutional measure, standing here, as I do, 
as the representative of one of the new States—a 
State in which nearly half of all the lands are still 
public: and unappropriated—and if I could recon- 
cile to my conscience a measure fraught with such 


injustice, as I regard this is, to the old States, as | 


was so eloquently and forcibly portrayed by 
my friend from Louisiana, then my regard for 
the interests of my own State would prompt me 
to support it; and it is because other gentlemen, 
occupying the position of representatives of States 
upon this floor, do not regard it as unconstitu- 
tional, and 1 presume do not regard it as unjust to 
the States, that they support itin good faith, and Í 
believe, without rendering themselves obnoxious 
to. the charge of demagogism. But, sir, what I 
understand by a demagogue is one who endeav- 
ors to lead the people, not for their good, but for 
his own aggrandizement. I used the word in that 
sense, and Tdo not wish to withdraw it. And in- 
deed, as my honorable friend has alluded to the 
policy of other countries in respect to the dispo- 
sition of the public lands, I must be permitted to 
say that | do not think history records the names 
of greater demagogues than those who have been 
prodigal of the public funds in order to insure 
their own elevation. I think Pericles, who ruled 
the Athenian people less by reason than-by the 
profusion of the public treasures, and the Gracchi 
who led the Roman people by the distribution of 
grain from the public granaries, and by the divis- 
ion of the lands were as great demagogues as any 
who support similar measures in this country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brieurt.) 
The question is on the amendment of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropugap,] to strike 
twenty-five” out of the amendment of the Sen- | 
ator from California, [Mr. Gwny,] and insert 
éi fifty. n ‘ 


‘Mr: PETTIT: called for the yeas and nays;and: 
they were ordered. 505o oa T nO o 

Mr. CLAY: -I shall vote for that amendment, 
bat I desire to say, at the same time, that: Fcon- 
cur in every sentiment and: word- which was ut- 
tered upon it by my friend from Mississippi, {Mr. 
Apams.}] I have, and intend atthe proper ume,’ 
to offer another amendment, which-will graduate 
the price of the homestead: in a proper proportion 
to the graduated price of the public lands, forI do’ 
not abandon the hope that we shall, ere the close 
of this session, adopt a graduation bill; 

Mr: GWIN. I shalt vote against the amend- 
ment’of ‘the Senator from Pennsylvania, because 
I think twenty-five cents will be asufficient price, 
taking into consideration the five years’ residence, 
and I wish, Mr. President, to make this. state- 
ment to the Senate, and to the friends* of the 
homestead bill. That proposition comes from an 
opponent of the bill; and his supporters, among 
whom is the Senator from Alabama,-are also its 
enemies. Their amendments are intended to de- 
stroy the bill. I hope, therefore, its friends will 
stand by the proposition which I have offered, 
and vote down the amendment of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania. - i 

The question being taken by yeas and nays; 
resulted, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Bayard, Benjamin, 
Brodhead, Butler, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Evans, Foot, 
Hamiin, Houston, Hunter, Mallory, Mason, Norris, Pearce, 
Pratt, Rockwell, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, and 
Toucey—25. 5 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison; Bell, Bright, Brown, 
Cass, Chase, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, 
Douglas, Fish, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Jones of iowa, Jones 
of Tennessee, Pettit, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, 
Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, Walker, and 
Weller—27. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. WELLER. I understand the amendment 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania was to insert 
“fifty”? instead of twenty-five.” I now move 
to strike out “ twenty-five” and insert “fifty,” 
together with the provision that at the end of five 
years the settler shall be entitled to the reduction 
of fifty cents upon every acre in cultivation. The 
effect of it will be simply, that at the end of five 
years the settler will be compelled io pay fitty 
cents upon every acre that he does not reduce to 
cultivation. 

Mr. GWIN. If my colleague will reduce his 
amendment to writing, | may accept it, 

Mr. WELLER. The Secretary can read it. 

The amendment was to strike out’ of Mr. 
Gwiy’s amendment “ twenty-five cents per acre,” 
and insert: 

“ Fifty eohg@per acre, payable in five years, to be returned 
for every acre which may, within that time, be reduced to 
cultivation.” ` i 


Mr. PETTIT. I hope that will not be agreed 
to. I can see, in the future, thousands of ditficul- 
ties which will arise out of it. There will be no 
end to the surveying of each tract of land, to 
know how many acres have, and how many have 
not, been reduced to cultivation. There will be 
no end to the increase of clerks in the Land Office 
to keep upa record of this matter, It seems to me 


| there is nothing practical in the proposition, 


Mr. WELLER. I had not supposed that any 
western man would be troubled in determining 
what * cultivation” meant. 1 think itis a matter 
which can be very easily attended to at the Land 
Office. My simple proposition is, that if at the 
end of five years the settler shall have reduced say 
sixty acres to cultivation, he shall only be com- 
pae to pay fifty cents per acre upon that which 

e has not cultivated—fifty dollars, of course, 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land. I appre- 


| prehend there would be no difficulty in determ- 


ining it. It would require, of course, satisfactory 


| proofat the Land Office that the settler had reduced 


a certain amount to cultivation. Upon what he 
had reduced to cultivation he would have noth- 
ing to pay. My object is to induce the settler to 
cultivate as much of the land as possible; and 
therefore, | hope theamendment will be agreed to. 
Mr. PRATT called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment; and they were 
ordered, and taken with the following result: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Brodhead, Butler, Clay, 
rad Rusk, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, and Wel- 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Bright, 
Brown, Cass, Chase, Clayton, Dawson, Dixon, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, 


Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, -GeyeryGillette, Gwin,: Hamlin, 
Houston, Huater, James, Jones of Towa, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Mason, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, 


_Shields, Stidell, Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, 


Wade, and Walker—4t. $ > 
“Soit was rejected: i: i 


Mr. WELLER, Imove that the Senate ad- : 
journ. - 
Mr. BROWN. 
upon that motion. 
‘The. yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 25; as follows; 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benja- 
min, Batler, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, Fish, 
Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, Hunter, Mallory, Mason, Norris, 
Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, Thomson of New Jer- 
sey, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—27. . 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, 
Cass, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, Doug- 
las, Fessenden, Geyer, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, Jones of 
Towa, Jones of Tennessee, Pettit, Rusk, Shields, Slidell, 
Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, and Walker—25, 


And the Senate adjourned... 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
 Wepwespay, July 19, 1854. 


The House met at eleven o'clock, a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. ; 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN: BOSTON, NEW 
YORK, AND PHILADELPHIA. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary has had referred to it 
Senate bill (No. 38) ‘* to provide for the accommo- 
dation of the courts of the United States in the 
district of Massachusetts.” The committee has 
also had under consideration the condition of the 
courts in ‘Philadelphia and New York. I would 
state to the House that the courts in the cities of 
Boston, New York, and Philadelphia are actually 
turned out of doors, and that there are no means 
by which the Government can provide for proper 
conveniences for them. The bill has passed the 
Senate on this subject, and I now desire the unan~ 
imous consent of the House to report it back; 
with amendments, in order that it may now be 
acted on. 

There was. no objection, and Mr. STANTON, 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported 
back the: bill with amendments, and the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

The committee’s amendments were read and 
agreed to, as follows: 

After the word ‘ necessary” strike out the words “and 
permanent.” Wi 

After the word ‘ Massachusetts” insert the words “ and 
in the cities of New York and Philadelphia. ’? 

Strike out the last part of the bill, whieh reads as follows: 
“ Por a term of not less than ten years, or by purchase ; pro- 
vided that no purchase shall take place except wilhin the 
limits of an appropriation to be made by Congress,” and in 
lieu thereof insert “ until permanent accommodations can 
be provided as hereinafter proposed,” so that the section 
will read, when amended, thus: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of the Interior he, and he hereby is, 
authorized and empowered to provide necessary accommo- 
dations for the courts of the United States, and the officers 
connected with them, in the district of Massachusetts, and 
in the cities of New York and Philadelphia, by fitting up and 
leasing-the same until permanent accommodations can be 
procured as hereinafter proposed. 

Add, as an additional section, the following: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President be 
authorized to procure, by purchase or otherwise, suitable 
sites for buildings to he used as court-honses and post offi-* 
ces, in the cities of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, 
and that he prepare and submit to Congress, at as early a 
day as practicable, plans and estimates for the same, 

Mr. STANTON. I will state, in a few words, 
that the bill, as it came from the Senate, author- 
ized the Secretary of the Interior to make previs- 
ion for permanent accommodations by a lease of 
not less than ten years. The‘Committee on the 
Judiciary propose to authorize the Secretary to 
make temporary arrangements for the accommo» 
dation of these courts, and then, by a second sec- 
tion, directs the President to procure sites for. 
buildings either by purchase or otherwise. This 


i mode of expression was adopted because it has 


been intimated to the committee that the city of 
New York would give to the Government of the 
United States a site fora court-house and post 
office in one of the public squares. That may, . 


_or may not, be so, and hence the words ‘‘ by pur- 


chase, or otherwise,” are used. The committee 


thought thatas the necessity for these courl-houses 
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Tn one or two of these cities they actually refuse 
to hold any courts, for want of places in which to 
hold them. From the city of Philadelphia we 
have had representations from grand juries, judges, | 
and citizens, so that the fact is ascertained beyond | 
any doubt that something must be doné, or else 
justice will be at an end in these cities. i hope 
the bill will be passed by the House. i! 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 wish to call the attention | 
of the gentleman from Tennessee for one moment | 
to the phraseology in that part of the bill which 
proposes to make it necessary for the President to 
act--[ mean that part of it which directs him to | 
cause sites to be obtained. f think if the gentle- |: 
man desires to accomplish the object he has in 
view, he had better employ such phraseology as !! 
will leave the matter discretionary with the Presi- |) 
dent. In lieu.of the words now employed, | |: 
would suggest the words “that he be author- | 
ized.” i 

Mr. STANTON. T accept the amendment. ii 

Mr. HAVEN. [ do not rise to interpose any 
objection to the bill, but 1 would like to hear it 
read as it is amended. 

The bill, asamended, was then read through by | 
the Clerk. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, I move further to amend 
the bill by inserting the city of Indianapolis, in the |: 
State of Indiana, as one of the points or places to | 
be provided for in this bill. 

1 would say just one word to the House in sup- 
portofthis amendment. The business men of the 
State of Indiana met last winter on this subject, | 
and instructed me to present the question to the 
House of Representatives, and also instructed 
the delegation of Indiana to support such a prop- 
osition. There is at present no place in the State 
of Indiana suitable for the Federal courts to hold 
their sessions. { do not know that L can add any 
argument which will enforce the necessity of adopt- |; 
ing the amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. I hope the gentleman from || 
Indiana will withhold hisamendment for the pres- 
ent. I assure him that the Judiciary Committee 
would not have asked the House to consider this 
bill at the present time, but for the fact that in 
these cities the Federal courts cannot be held. In 
the city of Philadelphia, 1 am informed, the papers į! 
connected with the courts are actually locked up |: 
in the vaults of one of the banks, because there | 
is no proper place to keep them in. 


The whole | 
world knows that the court-house in the city of), 
New York has been recently burned down, and |! 
that in the city of Boston the courts are turned |; 
out of doors, and there is no place whatever for jj 
the sessions of the courts to be held in. F pre- 
sume the gentleman from Indiana will not say that |: 
in his State there is this pressing necessity for a |: 
court-house; and [ therefore hope that the gentle- i 


Mr. HENDRICKS. The Federal courts have || 
no room at all in the city of Indianapolis. They i 
hold theirsessions in the Senate Chamber, which ! 
is by no means a suitable building for the purpose. | 
The supreme court of the State of Indiana occu 
pies rooms, so that at the time said court is in ses- |; 


man will not press his amendment in this bill, || 


sion, these rooms cannot be occupied by the Fed- |: p 


eral courts, and thereis no suitable building for the |, 
Federal courts in the city of Indianapolis at all. |; 
The Senate Chamber is not fit for the purpose. |) 
And, therefore, itis that [ think this is a proper | 
time to have provision made for the city of In- | 
dianapolis in this bill, i 

Mr. STANTON. I ask the gentleman what i 
he would propose to do when the State is divided |: 
into two judicial districts? Does not the gentle- ji 
man propose to have it so divided? i 

Mr. HENDRICKS. No, I do not proposeit, |! 
and | hope it will not be done. It is not neces- ji 
sary to divide the State of Indiana into two judicial || 
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of a Federal court there. 


: my amendment. 


roposed in the bill. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of illinois. 
o be any amendments proposed to this bill, | will 


: also propose to amend the amendment so as to 


have the State of Hlinois come in for a share of 
the benefit, as there is great need for the erection 
Bat f am willing that 
this bill should go through as itis. However, if 
amendments are to be introduced, it is but fair 
hat we should all have an oppertunity of amend- 
ng. . 

‘Mr. HENDRICKS. I am certain the gentle- 
man from illinois does not propose to embarrass 
I ask him if the business men 
of his Saute have mstructed him to present that 


i proposition? 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I would state, in reply 
to the gentleman from Indiana, that my instruc- 
tions are—the publie good of my own State. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I am instructed to pre- 
sent the proposition í have offered by all the peo- 


‘ple of the State of Indiana interested in such 
' business. 


That is my apology for asking the 
adoption of this amendment in the bill. The 
cities of Philadelphia, and Boston, and New York 
are much better able to provide buildings for the 


| Federal courts than the city of Indianapolis is. 


I think, therefore, that my amendment should be 
adopted. 

Mr. STANTON. 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hrypricx’s 
amendment to the amendment; and it was not 
agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and 
was subsequently read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to amend the title 
so as to correspond with the amendment adopted. 
I move that the title be as follows: 

Bill to provide for the accommodation of the 


I move the previous ques- 


| courts of the United States in the districts of Mas- 


sachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New York. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I move to reconsider the 


vote by which the bill was passed, and also to lay 


: the motion to reconsider upon the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Mr. CRAIGE. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table a 


‘Senate bill, (No. 227,) for the purpose of having 
' it referred to a standing committee. 


No objection being made, Senate bill (No. 227) 


to authorize the extension and completion of 
_ the Treasury buildings, and also the constriction 
i ofa building for the War and Navy and Interior 
| Departments,” 


was taken from the Speaker’s 


i table, read a first and second time by its title, and 
_veferred to the Committee on Public Buildings | 
and Grounds. 


Mr. OLDS. 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the further consideration of the bill “ to 
amend the act entitled an act to amend an act en- 
titled an act to reduce and modify the rates of 
postage of the United States,’”’ 


I call for the regular order of 


1852. The pending motion is to refer the bill to 


i: the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union; and upon that question the gentleman from 


| Massachusetts [Mr. ELror] has the floor. 


Mr. OLDS. If the gentleman from Massachu- 


| setts will yield me the floor a moment, Í wish to 
ii give notice to the House thatit is my intention to | 


report to-morrow the post route bill, and 1 take 
this occasion to express a wish that those gentle- 
men who have post routes in which they are in- 
terested, and which they desire to have ingerted in 


the bill, will to-day go to the committee room and | 
U pense. 


see that they are in, and in correctly, too; for it 


If there are : 


passed August 30, |; 


|| not unfrequently happens that the nameés of places 
i| are spelled wrong. : 


BILLS REPORTED. N 

Mr. EDMAN DS, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported the 
following bills; which were read a first and seeond 
time by their respective titles, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to'be 
printed: 

An act for the relief of George J. Rallston; 

Anact for the relief of Joseph McMinn; and’ 

An act for the relief of Asa Leach. i : 


MAIL BETWEEN CALIFORNIA AND CHINA. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take from the Spealer’s 
table, for the purpose of having it referred toa 
committee, a Senate bill in reference to steam 
communication between the Pacific coast and 
China. 

No objection being made, Senate bill (No. 411) 
entitled “An act to establish a line of steamships 
| between San Francisco, and Shanghai, in China, 
| touching at the Sand wich Islands and Japan,” was 
i taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 
| second time by its title, and referred to the Cem- 
| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| 
| 


Mr. McDOUGALL also, by unanimous con- 
į Sent, presented the joint resolution of the Legia- 


|i mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


l RATES OF POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS. 
| The House then proceeded to the regular order 


i 
|| San Francisco; which was referred to the Com- 
1 
i 
{ 
| 
t 


| of business, 
i Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts, who was enti- 
|| tled to the floor, said: I have but a few words that 
li I desire to add. Indeed I should not have entered 
[into the discussion, but that the interests of my 
j own State seemed so deeply involved that I feared 
| it might betoken a remissness which does not by 
‘any means exist, if her voice were not heard at 
jall. But I have heard that a friend and colleague 
li from Massachusetts (Mr. WaLLey) designed to 
| speak—so that it may be that, if my time had been 
i| more silently spent, it would have been more 
‘usefully passed. 
| But this is my argument: The bill, in order to 
i; be effectual, must double to the reader of mailed 
|j; printed matter the post office charge. That would 


! and upon intelligence, and would operate as a hin- 
ji drance to the mental growth of the people. If the 
| bill did not so operate, it would be because the 
| printed matter now subject to charge would be dis- 
|i tributed through other channels than the mail. In 
i| that case the bill itself would be of no benefitto the 
|| Department; so that to benefit the Department it 
i| Must injure the people! 

:| Such legislation is unwise, unless imperatively 
| demanded by the poverty of the Government. 
i; That is not the fact at this time. Nor do the ar- 
i| guments advanced in support of the bill show a 
‘| rightful necessity for such legislative action. The 
i: idea that, at this time, our Post Office establish- 
‘| mentshould sustain itself, is altogether erroneous, 
‘| There are too many expensive post routes estab- 
l lished, and too much free matter mailed, and too 
;, heavy ocean contracts entered into, to make it 
|| practicable, without such addition to our postage 
| as would be intolerable. Butif the theory were 
| well founded, time enough has not elapsed since 
the reduction of postages to enable any one to say 
| that, as a permanent establishment, it will not he 
self-supported. 

| Nor is it possible to pass a law by which they 


i 
j who use the office shall pay for the benefits of the 
office, and be just to the several States, without 
establishing different rates of charge in different 
sections of country, which no man who regards 
the Union would advocate, And the argument 
i proves too much. The same kind of argument 
|| might be used against the erection of a custom- 
|| house at a port of entry, because that port of en- 
try did not pay duties enough to defray the ex- 
The true theory, so long as one postal 


| 
| 
HH 
if 
| 
| 


i 
I 
| 
H 
i 


: be, in effect, a tax upon the means of education, ` 


wt 
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establishment exists, is for the Government to pay 
a part; andthe péople a part. All are benefited.” 
And the present system substantially effects that. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I ‘call for the previous 
` question. - . 
` The previous question received a second, and 
the main qvestion. was ordered to be put, being 
first upon the motion to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
- Mr. PECK. 1 demand the yeas and nays on 


that. motion. 
‘Théyeas and ‘nays ‘were not ordered. i 
Mr. DICKINSON. I moveto lay the billupon |! 
the table. ` i 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. .I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Phe question was taken on Mr, Dicnmson’s 
motion; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 74, nays 67; as follows: 

YVEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Belcher, Benson, Bugg, 
Campbell, Carpenter, Chandier, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, | 
Cullom, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Dickin 
son, Eastman, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Bverhart, | 
Farley, Florence, Giddings, Goodrich, Grow, Aaron Haer- 
Jan, Harrison, Raven, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, J. Glaney 
Jones, Kittredge, Knox, MeCultoch, Mace, Matteson, 
Maurice, Middleswarth, Morgan, Murray, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, 
Pratt, Pringle, David Ritchie. Robbins, Russell, Sabin, 
Bapp, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit, Smith, Solers, Richard | 
Hs Stanton, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Up. 
ham, Vail, Wade, Walley, Walsh, Etlihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Jobu Wenrworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Wheeler, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicofler—74, 

NAYS—Moessrs. Wills Allen, Ashe, Barksd le, Bliss, 
Boyce, Bridges, Caruthers, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, |} 
Cobb, Colquitt, John G. Davis, Dent, Dowdell, Dunhant, i! 
Edgerton, Edinundson, Faulkner, Franklin, Goode, Green- ! 
wood, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, i 
Hill, Houston, Johnson, Daniel "P, Jones, Roland Jones, | 
Kein, Kerr, Karte, Lamb, Lilly, Lindsley, McDougall, t 
MeMullin. MeNair, McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, Jobn G. l 
Miller, Mison, Morrison, Nichols, Noble, Olds. Orr, | 
Packer, John Perkinse Phelps, Powell, Puryear, Ready, Li 
Reese, Rowe, Seward, Shaw, William Sinith, William || 
R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 
Trout, and Daniel B. Wright—67. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. WHEELER. I move that the vote by 
which the bill was laid upon the table be recon- 
sidered, and that that motion be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand the yeas and |: 
náys on the latter motion. i! 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is itin order to move that | 
the House now resolve itself into the Committee || 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? | 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then J submit that motion. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I trust the gentdeman will 
withdraw his motion until we can dispose of the | 
business now upon the Speaker’s table. There 
are some bills there which ought to be referred. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the House resolves to go |i 
to the business on the Speaker’s table, the bill | 
which was yesterday postponed until action was | 
had onthe Army bill, which is now ander consid- ij 
eration in the Committee of the Whole, will come |! 
up first in order, and will have to be again post- } 


poned. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. We can informally pass 
that bill, and go to the other business upon the 
Speaker’s table. It should be disposed of in one 
way or the other. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 must decline to withdraw | 
my motion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I demand tellers on | 
the motion. | 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHeELeER | 
and Roupixs were appointed. ; 

The question was taken, and the tellers re- |i 
ported—ayes 75, noes 59. ty i i 

So the motion was agreed to. nf 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee ‘of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Wrrent, of Pennsylvania, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
‘ making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending 30th June, 1855.” f 

The following paragraph having been reported |; 
by the Clerk: 

* Forrepairs and improvements and new machinery at |! 
Harper’s Perry 2092? | 

Mr. FAULKNER said: I was about offering |} 


anamendment to that paragraph when the com- t 


| due to the superintendent at Harper’s Ferry, and |! 
i also to the Secretary of War, who presented the ji 


| No. 1, pages 276-7, there is conclusive evidence 


‘and inattention on the part of those who made it 


i gentleman from Virginia whether these estimates 


i they had themselves furnished, in document No. | 
| 1, page 276, evidence of the fact, that these esti- |) e 
| mates embraced improvements which had already |! in the hands of paymaster, and not yet deposited 


| been executed and paid for. 


i! carelessness and inattention, and should not reflect 


i that this application for this money upon the esti- 


i toall the estimates which I have not moved to |! 


' and those which I have asked to be stricken out, 
| are estimates for works which have already been 


after a full interview upon the subject with the Sec- 
‘retary of War, and with the knowledge of the head 
| ofthe Ordnance Bureau. The explanation in refer- 
i: ence to this matter will be found in Document No. 
41, page 276, and Į never saw or heard of it until 
i yesterday, for if I had, it should have been | 


: far asit can be obtained. 


| amendment at this time to the amendment? 


mittee rose yesterday. [now move to reduce that 
appropriation from $39,206 to $35,100. - 

"The explanation of this reduction [can briefly |! 
state to the committee. There are three items em- || 
braced in the estimate, one of $1,300, one of | 
$1,000, and one of $1,800, in respect to which it is | 
ascertained that the improvements contemplated | 
have already been made there; and, therefore, there i 
isno necessity for any further appropriation for 
them. While I make this statement, | deem it 


estimates to the House, to state that in document 


to show that there was no intention to practice any |; 
deception whatever on Congress; because the fact |: 
is set forth in that document, that these improve- |: 
ments had already been finished. And, therefore, j: 


no other light than-an act of mere carelessness 


out at Harper’s Ferry. 
propriation to $35,100. 
[Gries of “ Question !’? * Question t°] 
Mr. DICKINSON. 1l should like to ask the || 

H 


I move to reduce the ap- |! 


| 
embrace any expenditures which have already | 
been made there? | 
Mr. FAULKNER. I have already stated to || 
the committee, that they embrace three items of | 
expenditure, where the work referred to has jj 
already been done and paid for. And while! state | 
this fact, | deem it also proper to state, in justice || 
to those who made these erroneous estimates, that |] 
t 
i 
i 


So that it can be re- |! 
garded in no other light than as a matter of mere it 


upon the fairness, honesty, or honor of those who 
made them. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I wish to ask the gentle- 
man if he is satisfied, from his own knowledge, || 


mates is proper to be made, and such as the 
House ought to vote for? 
Mr. FAULKNER, Iam satisfied in reference 


strike out, that the appropriations should be made, | 


executed and paid for. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I am opposed to thej 
amendment, and my object, as the Flouse will see, |! 
in asking these questions, was to allow the gentle- 
man to put himself upon the record, with reference į 
to these appropriations, He has signed a report |i 
which shows to this House, or states to this || 
1 


| House, that great misappropriations have been | 
i made of the money appropriated for the Harper’s || 


Ferry armory; and, consequence of that and | 
similar statements, the House has been induced to ii 
vote thata change should be made in the super- 
intendency of that work, as welkas in other works, 

Now, sir, if appropriations are asked forin this 
bill which can be dispensed with properly, avd 
there is to be a change of the power which is to | 
administer the Government there, it is but due to || 
the incoming administration to allow it to make 
its own estimates, and its demands for such ap- 
propriations as in its judgment are wise and eco- |i 
nomical, and called for by a just regard for the |; 
interest of the Government in the manufacture of |i 
arms. ij 

Mr. FAULKNER. Will the gentleman allow | 
me to make one single remark? ftis this: I am ;i 
asking that these three items may be stricken out, || 


brought to the attention of the select committee. | 
In this I repair the wrong done to them in the re- 
port of the majority. My purpose is justice, so 
Mr. PECKHAM. Fs it in order to move an 
The CHAIRMAN. kis. 
Mr. PECKHAM, Then I move to reduce the 
appropriation in line one hundred and twenty- 
one i i 


| terest. 


: i == 
The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) That part 
of the bill is already passed.” ~~ : 

Mr, PECKHAM. Is it irrevocably passed? 

TheCHAIRMAN. Itis. f 

Mr. PECKHAM. Then | move to amend by 
providing ihat no part of the money; except 
840,000, shall be appropriated until six months 
hereafter. I suppose that amendmentis in order. 
I wish to reduce the $200,000 appropriation to 
$40,000, for the manufacture of arms. . Is that 


| amendment in order? 


The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
amendment: , 

And the moneys derived from the recent sale of lots at 


I move the following . 


1 S ` 1 € i Harper's Ferry, are also herehy appropriated, under the 
! in point of fact, this estimate can be regarded in || 
| proving the ‘property retained by the United States at that 
| place, who is also authorized to apply the remaining in- 
i stallments, as they become due, to the same object; and 


direction of the Secretary of War, tor the purpose of im- 


the Secretary of War is directed to make a report to Con- 


| gress, exhibiting, in detail, the application made by him of 


the said proceeds of sale to the improvement of the Gov- 
ernment property at that place. 

Mr. FAULKNER said: The object of this 
amendment. is to authorize the Secretary of War 
to make application of the proceeds of the sales of 
lots which has recently taken place at Harper’s ` 
Ferry to the improvement of the, Government 
worksat Harper’s Ferry. Itappears from a state- 
ment which I hold in my hands from the Major 


tof Ordnance, dated the 18th of May, that ‘ the 


amount, up to the 31st of March, deposited in the 
Treasury on account of the sale of public lands 
at this armory, is about $27,692 31; the amount 


$2,100—there remaining yet to be paid by the 
purchasers the sum of about $28,854 52, which, 


i together with the sales of unreserved ground au- 


thorized ultimately to be made by the report of 
the board of officers, will amount to at least the 
sum of $90,800—not less.” That is the amount 
arising from the sale of lots at Harper’s Ferry. 
I propose by that amendment that, inasmuch asa 
new arsenal is required there, and other improve- 


| ments of the public works are required, that the 
| Secretary of War shall be authorized to make 


application of the sale of this Government prop- 
erty for the improvement of the Government 
works there, in such manner as, in his discretion 
and judgment, may seem best for the public in- 
This was recommended by the Secretary 
of War, and is among the estimates laid before 
Congress, I will further add, that a similar pro- 


i vision passed the Senate at the last session of Con- 


gress, but was not acted upon favorably in this 
House. Itstrikes me that the application, in every 
point of view, will be just and proper. It is 
money arising from the sale of Government prop- 
erty. 

The amount expended at Harper’s Ferry is far 
short of what has been expended at Springfield 


i in Massachusetts, for machinery and improve- 


ments. They are boasting of their superiority 


| over us in the manufacture of arms, and are 


raaking it a matter for exultation that they are able 
to manufacture the musket one dollor and twenty- 
five cents cheaper than we can. That is owing 


| to the fact that the Government has expended a 


larger amount of money at Springfield, in per- 
fecting the machinery and affording other facili- 
ties, of which we have not the benefit. l ask, 
therefore, that this fund, not coming directly out 
of the prblic ‘Treasury, but from the very spot 
where it is proposed to be expended, shall be ap- 
plied, under the direction of the Secretary of War, 
to the erection of suitable buildings, and the pur- 
chase ef such machinery as will put the armory 


| at Harper’s Ferry on an equality with its rival at 


he North. Can my friend oppose that? Is he 
inclined to see us taunted with inferiority in the 
manufacture of arms, when the superiority of the 
Springfield armory results alone from the greater 
expenditure made there by the Government? We 
have ample water-power and everything to com- 
pete with the Springfield armory, had we at Har- 
per’s Ferry the same conveniences of buildings 
and machinery which they at the North enjoy. I 
regret that the five-minute rule does not enable 
me to explain the justice of this proposition more 
in detail; but I am satisfied, if 1 had the opportu- 
nity of doing so, the committee would look with 


è 


partment determined upon a sale of the vacant lots 
at Harper’s Ferry 

(Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. CRAIGE. This seems to me to be one of 
the most extraordinary moves for the expenditure | 
of the public money that I have ever seen or heard 
of; bulit is not more extraordinary than that the 
amendment should proceed from the source whence 
it does, and be supported by the argument with 
which it is. Lehought the other day, when we 
were discussing the question of the superintend- 
ency of the national armories, that the great argu- 
ment against the military system, and by which 
they endeavored to break it down, was, that under 
that system the expenditures were more extrava- 
gant than under the civil system, because of the |! 

1 


larger appropriations for officers’ quarters, &e, || 
But is it possible, Mr. Chairman, that this com- || 
mittee will sanction the principle laid down by the 
gentiemen on the other side, that this money does | 
not come out of the public ‘Treasury? By parity 
of reasoning, New York should receive all the | 
money collected at that city as duties over and | 
above expenses. The same with Philadelphia. | 
The public money, wherever collected, I appre- | 
hend, is taken from the people, and goes into the i| 
public Treasury. Therefore, I cannot see any 
force in the gentleman’s argument, that, because | 
the Government receives money from the sale of | 
public property at Harper’s Ferry, that money | 
should be appropriated to that place. i 


{ am satisfied of one thing, and that is, that the 
gentlemen who yesterday, or the day before, were 
s0 earnest in opposition to the extravagant expend- | 
xtures at these armories, are not as earnest now. | 
Circumstances, in other words, alter cases. When 
endeavoring to break down the military system 
the expenditures were too extravagant, and by 
the use of such arguments they succeeded in what 
they proposed. Now that Harper’s Ferry is to 
be benefited, these appropriations are all right, į 
Indeed, we have one of those extraordinary exhi- 
bitions which t always regret to see. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [am sure that the gentle- 
man would not speak as he does if he had heard 
my remarks made yesterday. I expressly dis- | 
claimed then making any assault on the military | 
system because of the expenditures, either at Fiar- 
per’s Ferry or Springfield. 

Mr. CRAIGKE. Very well. But 1 was going i 
on to say that | was more surprised still at the 
other argument made by the gentleman, that this 
appropriation should be granted because it was 
for the South. I am asked as a southern man to 
vote for the appropriation. 1 have always been 
opposed to these sectional appeals. They are 
made now on ail occasions. We cannot have a 
miserable appropriation for $10,000 before us 
without being asked, either as northern or south- 
ern men, to give it our support. The gentleman 
should recollect the nobie sentiment of one for 
whom he professes to have a great reverence, at j 
least in as small a matter as this, to know no 
North, no South, no East, no West. If thereare 
any further reasons to be assigned for voting the 
amendment, | should like to hear them; but until $: 
1 hear something more convincing than I have |! 
yet heard, I shall vote against it. 

Mr. KEITT. I desire to ask the Chair if an 
amendment is in order at this time? | 

TheCHAIRMAN. Anamendmentis in order. | 

Mr. KEITT. Thena move to strike out the | 

i 
| 
' 
| 
| 


words ‘Secretary of War,” and substitute the | 
following: ‘‘ under the management of the super- 
intendent, who shall be a practical mechanic, and į 
shall not have held political office.”’ | 
It is scarcely necessary for me to say, Mr. Í 
Chairman, that I have entire confidence in the | 
| 
| 


Secretary of War. His exploits in the field have |! 


tion has benefited the whole country. Then I 
cannot be supposed to refer to him. ` E offer the | 


amendment as pertinent to the action of the com- ! 
mittee upon that portion of the bill now under i 
consideration, which relates to the management of | 
the armories. 1 | 


Sir, I was for giving the widest | 
range to the Administration in the selection of 
suitable persons to manage these institutions, I 
was opposed to any invidious discrimination be- 
tween the various pursuitsof the country. Iwas | 
opposed to the recognition of classes as hostile to | 
the theory of our Government. These are works 
common to all the country, and are supported by jj 
taxes paid by every section inte the Treasury, and ii 


| 
f 
i! 
li 
li 
f 
| 


ui 
HH 
it 


‘most suitable person to manage them. 


matter, and let us see its action, The armories 


were put by law under the Ordnance Department, |i 


and the President was authorized to select the 
The com- 
mittee have restricted his discretion, and limited 
him to a choice among “‘ civilians,” as they are 
termed. Why this change? Mr. Beru, of Ten- 
nessee, in 1841, when Secretary of War, appoint- 
ed a member of the Ordnance Corps to these 
armories, from a desire, he said, in his testimony 
before us, to rescue these works from partisan 


| favoritism. 


Now, sir, I ask if this Democratic Congress, 
with eighty majority, and with the prestige of 


unparalleled success throughout the country, has ji 
| been reduced to the ‘ lean and slippered condition” | 


of throwing the armories back again into. the fur- 
nace of party? 
sparingly zealous for the change, urged that the 
great mechanical interest of the Government had 
aright to these offices. Sir, I recognize no man’s 


right to any office; but these gentlemen zealously | 


urged such right, 


The cry was, ‘ working mechanics should be ! 


put at the head of these armories.’’ Sir, t believed 
that this cry was only for effect—now [ intend to 
test it. I believed that politicians were to be put 
into these superintendencies as a reward for par- 
tisan services, and not mechanics, as a tribute to 
American genius and skili. In this contest be- 
tween the politician and the mechanic, I am in 
favor of the mechanic, and 1 want to test the sin- 
cerity of this clamor for the mechanical interest. 
Sir, one would think, from the impetuous profes- 
sions here of favor for the mechanics as a class, 
that the ‘* Know-Nothings ” had terrified the De- 
mocracy from the embraces of the foreigners, and 
that, in their alarm, they are convulsively hugging 
the mechanics. Now, sir, I do not want a time- 
serving embrace; | want a manly and honest one. 
L want the committee to support the mechanic 
against. the politician, and not use the mechanic 
merely to promote the interest of the politician. 

l am opposed, as I said before, to any invidious 
discriminations among our citizens; but if gentle- 
men are determined to make them, I desire that 
they be made sincerely and faithfully. If they 
must be made, I prefer the mechanic to the poli- 
tician, and I hold gentlemen to that distinction, 
when they have made it, as the least dangerous. 


i Sir, J do not want a jaded, and broken-down, and 


spavined politician in these offices. My constitu- 


ents pay a portion of the taxes, and [ want to | 


quarter no politician upon their earnings. 

Sir, I cannot think that the Democratic party 
need to make capital out of the offices at these 
armories, which were rescued from political favor- 
itism by a Whig Administration, and which act 


; has been approved by every subsequent Demo- 
i cratie Administration. 


Now, sir, if the object is 
not to extend the patronage of party, and make 


political capital out of these offices, but if the ob- |; 


ject be sincerely to benefit and honor the mechan- 


| ical interest, let this amendment be adopted. 


Sir, I cannot be told that the President should 
havea wider discretion than what they call the 
class of mechanics. Sir, I urged unrestricted dis- 
cretion as important to the public interests; but f 
was met with the avowal that the mechanics had 
a right to these officts. If they Wave such right, 
do not defraud them out of it. The committee, 
sir, have expressed their motives for a change; 


! have given as a controlling reason, the vight of the 


mechanics, and now J ask the committee to carry 
out its purposes in good faith—I want no political 
speculation, 

Sir, i may say in conclusion, that I have full 
confidence in the Administration, and that I be- 


lieve that the principles of the Republican party in ! 


their entire integrity, are lodged only in the Ex- 
ecutive department so far. 

Mr. LETCHER. This seems to be a strange 
sort of doctrine, that military men have fio polities. 
Why, lookatit, is not the President a military 
man? Are not the Secretary of War, Colonel 


| Davis, and the Attorney General, Mr. Cushing, | 


military men? And is it not notorious that one 


third of the members of this House, just after the Í| 


Mexican war, were military men? 


But, sir, gentlemen who were un- j; 


The Chair decides that: 


| The CHAIRMAN. 
the gendeman from Virginia (Mr. Lurcuer) is 


| in order. 

; Mr. LETCHER. Iam replying to the gentle- . 
ji man from South Carolina, [Mr. Kerrr.]. Now, 
| sir, Isay, so far as this mather is concerned, that: 
| whenthegentleman undertakes, by hisamendment, 
: to place these armories in the hands of those who. 
have no politics, he will have to go somewheré 
| else than to the Army to find them. 

| Mr. KEITT. l said that ifsuch an amend-, 
;ment were not adopted, the armories would be 
: under the control of politics. 

i Mr. LETCHER. Then if they are under the 


i control of politics now, what is the use of all: the 


, fuss that is being made about it? If the Army 
officers are just as much politicians as. civilians, 
what is the use of the gentleman from South Car- 
i olina talking about broken-down politicians who 
i have rendered services at the hustings?. . 

Mr. KEITT. Ido not say the Army officers: 
are politicians, but I say that when the armories,, 
are put under the ‘control of politics as argued ` 
here, that even officers would be brought under’ 
that control. ` 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Willthe gen- 
tleman from Virginia have the goodness to yield 
me the floor for a moment? 

Mr. LETCHER. Certainly. 

Mr. STANTON. What I desire tosay is this, 
and I challenge contradiction of the statement, 
i that during the forty-seven years in which these 
|i armories were under civil control, not a single 
| man was removed for political causes, and more- 
| over, nearly every man who occupied a position 
| in them died in office or resigned. 
Mr. CRAIGE. I apprehend that the Chair 
| did not understand my point of order. 

i Mr. LETCHER. Gentlemen are creating a 
| great deal of disorder here unnecessarily, by in- 
terrupting me. [Laughter.] 

| Mr. CRAIGE. I made my point of order on 
j 

j 


i the gentleman from Virginia, and I would make it 
‘on any other gentleman in the House sooner than 
|| on him. ; 
i| Mr. LETCIIER. Oh don’t make me an ex- 
; ception. 
| Mr. CRAIGE. The amendment offered by the 
i gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Kerrr,] is, 
that this appropriation, so much desired by my 
friend from Virginia, should be disbursed under 
the direction of a mechanic. 

Mr. KEITT. That the superintendent should 
| be a practical mechanic. a 
| Mr. CRAIGE. Exactly. Hisamendment is, 
| that the superintendent hereafter to be appointed’ 
i at each of these armories, must be a practical me- 
| chanic. My friend from Virginia opposed that 
| amendment on theground that the gentleman from 
| South Carolina proposes to put them under mili- 
| 
H 


HA 


i tary superintendence. Now, itis no such thing, 
Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from South 
i Carolina. also proposed that the superintendent 
| should have held no political office. 

A Memper. No, sir. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, something of that 


ii sort. 
i Several Memsers. Yes. 
I thought it was so. 


i| Mr. LETCHER. , Now, 
(lif the gentleman had talked about placing these 
‘larmories under mechanics, yesterday or the day 
|| before, or whatever day he was making his speech 
|| before the House, I should have been very much 
i: inclined to listen to him with rather more favor than 
| I am inclined to listen to him now. But he made no 
| such point yesterday, merely contending that the 
l armories should be under military superintend- 
i ency. This is a pointon which he falls back 
i 


i with the hope of saving himself by it. The gen- 

' leman thought yesterday that none but military 
l men should have charge of these establishments, 
‘and now he turns around, and thinks that they 

: should be in charge of mechanics. ` 
! Mr. KEITT. My desire is that if civil super- 
ii intendents are to be appointed, they shall be se- 
‘lected from the ranks of mechanics, so that you 
i shall not 


«¢ Hold the bud of promise to the ear, 
$ And break it to the kope.” 
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Mr LET 
termined that the man who has charge of these 
armories shall be a civilian and a mechanic 


Mr. KEITT, (interrupting.) He is to be a}! 


civilian, and the argument was that he should be 
a mechanic. i 

Mr:LETCHER. Ido notthink that the argu- 
ment was exactly that the superintendent should be 
a mechanic: But whether it was so or not, I take 
it. that the gentleman who has charge of the 
armory, is just as competent, if a civilian, to dis- 
burse this fund wisely, as any military gentleman 
that might be appointed. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from South 
Carolina to the amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask for tellers. 


$ 
| 
{ 
i 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Preston, and |, 


Bayxy of Virginia, were appointed. 

"The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
ayes 49, noes 80. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I offer the following 
amendment: 

To William W. Eaton, of Connecticut, for expenses and 
services as legal adviser employed at the suggestion of, and 
before the Army. commission, setting at Springfield, 
Massachusetts, in the summer of 1853, sixty-three days, at 
eight dollars per day, $504. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is not in order; itis a | 
private claim. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
recommended by—— 

{Cries of ‘ Order !”?] 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I wish to make a single 
suggestion, and 1 think the Chair will be in- 
clined to rule the amendment to be in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment to be not in order, and the gentleman 
can make no statement in reference to it, 
the. gentleman appeal from the decision of the 
Chair? f 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I will appeal, if I can have |; 
the opportunity of makinga statement to the coni- | 
mittee. ! 

The CHAIRMAN. The appeal will not be |; 
debztable. i 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Then I do not appeal. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I move the following amend- | 

| 


I will state that: this is | 


ment, and ask for the question upon it: 

At the end of line one hundred and twenty-eight, insert 
the following words : r 

For military and geographical surveys west of the Mis- 
sissippi river, $25,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAVEN. 1 desire to offer a small amend- | 
ment, by the recommendation of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and also by the Depart- 
ment. Before offering it, however, L desire to 
say a word, and it is all I shall say in reference } 
to it, It is for the purchase of the planitarium | 


which we have seen in the rotunda of the Capitol. | 
It is thought that it may be useful to the students |! 


at West Point. There may be a difference of | 
opinion in reference to it, but I offer the amend- 
ment appropriating $2,000 for that purpose. 

The amendment was read, as follows: | 

For the purchase of Barlow’s planitarium for the use"of i 
the Military Academy at West Point, $2,000, : { 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to amend by in- 
serting the following: 

For continuing the exploration and survey to ascertain | 
the best route fora railway to the Pacitic, and for completing 
the reports of surveys already made, the sum of $150,000. 

Mr. LETCHER. I raise a question of order 
on the amendment, | 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The appropriation is | 

| 


H 
{ 


estimated for and recommended by the War De- ; 
artment. I send a letter from the Secretary of; 
ar to the Clerk’s desk in relation to the matter, į 
which I ask may be read. i 
The CHAIRMAN. Have appropriations been | 
made heretofore for the same object ? i 
Mr. McDOUGALL. There have been. 
The CHAIRMAN. Under the gentleman’s | 
statement the Chair will entertain the amendment. | 
"Mr. HOUSTON. There has been appropria- | 
tions for the general object; but I- would ask the | 
gentleman from California whether his amend- | 
ment does not contemplate the exploration and | 
survey of entirely new routes? | 
Mr.McDOUGALL. Theappropriation ofthe 
last session was for the general purpose of explo- | 


t 
CHER. . Then if the House has de- | 


| I repeat, that, if it contemplates new routes, | con- : 


i 
Doeg | 


i found sufticient to cover thoroughly the vast extent of terri 
l tory co be explored before that problem couid be satisfac- 


i fice, have failed to indicate auy route across the Sierra Ne- 
|; vada range, and adjacent mountains, which is not attendra 


i southern routes have been completed; and but little 


Gone f 
commenced, and the appropriations made at the i| 
i 


| lost, unless further appropriations are made. 


ration and ascertainment of a practicable route. 
| My amendment proposes an appropriation for pre- 
| cisely the same purpose. 

. Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the appro- 
| priation of the last session was for the survey of | 
| a route or routes; that those routes have nearly 
| all been surveyed, and that an appropriation was 
t made in the deficiency bill to complete the sur- 
i veys. This appropriation, L understand, is for new 
| routes.. If my understanding be correct, then I | 
! contend that the amendment 4s not in order. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The appropriation of the | 
last session was not made for the survey of any 
particular route, but for the general purpose ofan 
i examination of the country between the Missis- 
| sippi river and the Pacific coast, for the asċertain- 
| ment of some practicable route. No oneroute has 
| been completely surveyed. The object of the ap- 
| propriation made at the last session has not been 
| accomplished, and my amendment merely pro- 
| poses to carry out what was begun at the last 
Congress, and to continue the surveys until some 
route is determined on. 


| 
|! 
| 


i 
i 
i 


Mr. HOUSTON. Does the gentleman’s amend- 
ment contemplate the completion of the routes ' 
already surveyed, or the survey of new routes? į 


tend that it is not in order. | 

Mr. McDOUGALL. There were no particular | 
directions accompanying the appropriation made |} 
at the last. session, excepting that the country be- | 
tween here and the Pacific coast should be ex- | 
amined and surveyed. It did not relate to_any i 
particular survey, but provided for the ascertain- |j 
ment of a practicable route. i 

The letter of the Secretary of War was read by | 
| the Clerk, as follows: | 

Wan DEPARTMENT, July 18, 1854. 

Sir: In reply to your letier of the 15th instant, F have i 
the honor to state that it will be seen, by reference to my |} 
| annual report, and also to my report to Congress on the ; 
“ first Monday of Pebruary”? last, that the appropriation 
made at the Jast session of Congress to ascertain the most i 
practicable route for a railway to the Pacific, had not been | 


torily solved. 
The surveys, as far as they bave been reported to this of 


with serious obstacles to the focation of a railroad. For 
the full development of much valuable information col- | 
lected by the parties charged with those surveys, it will be 
necessary to have additional means, aud to occupy more 
time in the preparation ofa report on the material collected 
by these parties, than was formerly contemplated. 1 there- 
fore, in compliance with your request 10 estimate for con- | 
tinning the exploration aud survey to ascertain the best || 
route tor a railway to the Pacific, and for completing the re- |) 


K ore i 
ports of the surveys already made, the sum of 3 50,000, | 
‘his estimate is not given in detail, from the impractica- | 

I 

i 


bility of designating the routes to be hereafter surveyed, j! 
unul the results of the labor already performed have been |) 
‘reported to this office, and the diflicultics to be overcome || 
are better understood. ti 
Very respecttully, your obedient servant, i! 
JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. || 

lion. J. A. MeDouadastt, 5 | 
Chairman Select Committee on Pycific Railroad, 
Mr. McDOUGALL. It is well understood by | 
the committee at this time, that the Department | 
undertook to survey two different routes to the | 
| Pacific—a northern route and southern route. A | 
| partial attempt was made to survey the central 
‘route. The surveys of neither the northern or 


‘labor has been bestowed in the investigation with į 
regard to the central route, No examination and į 
no exploration at any one point in the great) 
mountain barrier, the Sierra Nevada, which lies | 
along the Pacific; has been made. That whole: 
| range of mountains will have'to be explored and : 
i examined, in order to determine the problem of | 
i the practicability of a railroad over that route. The 
i smailsam of $150,000, for a great purpose like this, | 
iis altogether iuconsiderable. The surveys of the | 
iyailroad routes to the Pacific have been already | 

| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i 


last session of Congress will beto a great extent | 
1: 
believe this is well understood by the committee, 
‘and. I ask that the request of the Secretary of 


i War be complied with, and that the surveys be 
‘rade. ; 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I oppose the 
‘amendment of the gentleman from California, but 


i í will say that Í think it is right. i 
| Mr. COBB... I move to strike out the word: 
“ fifty,” so as to leave $100,000. 

I admit that the work of building a railroad to 


1 
i 
i 
i 
$ 
i 
t 


} 
| 


| 
| 
l 
j 
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| as we have had in the southern direction. 


the Pacific is a great enterprise, but 1 have been 
called to act upon surveys made by individuals, 
for which we appropriated $150,000 at the last 
session. of Congress, and what information have 
E obtained from those surveys which has re- 
sulted in anything practicable? I haye been less 
fortunate than many of my colleagues, with 
whom l have been connected on-the select com- 
mittee. You have had very little information. as 
to the expenditure of the $150,000, which appro- 
priation was made so that we might arrive at 
some particular conclusion as to the practicability 
of the construction of a railroad from the Missis- 
sippi to the Pacific ocean. f have never ques- 
tioned the propriety of such a constriction, Bat 
we have expended that $150,000; and the appli- 
cation now is that we appropriate $150,000 more 
for the same purpose. And now that we have 
received all the information that these engineers 
are xble to give us on this subject, what is the 
result? Why, according to our own proposition, 
the construction of the work is to be left to private 
enterprise. We may give them the measures 


and boundaries, but the work is to be solely 


under private supervision. We may say that the 
line is to start at certain points, and to end at cer- 
tain points; but that is all the control we have 
over it. We make—if the bill pass—an appro- 
priation of land and money for the purpose of 
aiding in the construction of the road; but do you 
suppose that the companies who take the matter 
in hand are going to be guided by the surveys we 
have caused to be made? Certainly not. True, 
the result of these surveys may furnish them with 


| an outline from which they will draw their own 


conclusions; but that is all. We leave them to 
determine for themselves how this road shall be 
constructed. And yet we are asked here to ap- 
propriate $150,000 more for these surveys. Now,. 
l asi, is tnat proposition politic? Is it right? Is 
it necessary? Can any good result from it? These 
are the questions which ought to influence us. 
True, we may, from these reconnoisances, get 
some general information in relation to the geog- 
raphy of the country which may result in good; 
but if that is all the benefit we derive from it, it is 
not worth the $300,000 we will have expended, 
Sir, | am opposed to the proposition. 1 want to 
see some practical good growing out of the appro- 
priation of $150,000 which we have already made. 
And when.it is clearly demonstrated to me that 
this further appropriation is necessary, | may be 
willing to vote for it, so as to consummate the 
object designed. : 
Mr. McDOUGALL. The gentleman from Al- 


‘| abama [Mr. Conn] was at one time exceedingly 


anxious to obtain information from the Govern- 
ment offices in relation to these explorations; but 
his anxiety must have decreased considerably, 
or be would have learned that there arein the 
War Department profiles of two lines of road, 
extending, one from Fort Smith, through New 
Mexico, to the river Colorado, and one extending 
from the Upper Mississippi to the Columbia river. 
Profiles of both lines have been prepared, show- 
ing that one of them isaltogether practicable, and 
that the other js unresolved as to a few points. 
He would find, also, that under that appropria- 
tion of $150,000 which he speaks of,a survey 
had been made from San Antonio, by El Paso, to 
the city of San Angelos, in the State of Califor- 
nia. And he would findethat a profile of that 
road has been made, leaving, however, a number 
of points undetermined. And he would further 
find that the question of the practicability of rait- 
roads to the Pacific has been substantially solved 
—that a line can be constructed by the South, but 
only by the South. Now, if a road is to be con- 
structed to the Pacific, itis to be constructed as & 
great national work. And if we have ascertained 
and determined that we can build a railroad there 
by the South, let us also ascertain, if you please, 
whether we can construct another by the North. ` 
Let us have the information in allother directions 
But” 
the surveys of the southern line are incomplete; 


| undoubtedly some of the most important points 


are yet undetermined. And it is as important to 
the gentlemen of the South as it is to the gentle- 
men of the other parts of the Union, that these 
surveys should be completed. 

Mr. COBB. Some time since, when the ques- 
tion of these appropriations was up, the gentle- 
man from California seemed to think that $50,000 
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would be sufficient; and now he comes and asks 
you for $150,000 more. 

I understand that Governor Stevens has made 
an exploration of the northern route, and made 
surveys, and has ascertained the practicability of 
that route. 
is also established. If. it is necessary to ascertain 
the practicability of the middie route, let us ap- 
propriate $50,000, or even $100,000. 

Mr. MecDOUGALL. . ! suggested €50,000. I 
think it important to determine two points: oneis 
Noble’s Pass, and the other is in our coast range. 
I submitted the matter to the Secretary of War, 
whose business it is to understand this matter, 
and he thinks that, in order to carry on the sur- 
veys, $150,000 will be required. I suggested, 
when this subject was up before, the sum of 
450,000, because Í thought that would be suf- 
ficient. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I move to amend by 
making the words “ survey ”? and ‘* exploration ” 
‘s surveys °’ and “ explorations.” 

I do not wish to detain the committee; but every 
one will see that there are three surveys going on, 
with a view to a route for a railroad to the Pacific. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I will accept the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. TAYLOR. J have offered the amendment, 
and I propose to say a word or two upon the sub- 
ject. lam not disposed to trouble the committee, 
and Tam willing to enter into a bargain with the 
committee not to speak any more for the next ten 
days, but to proceed to vote upon the bills as they 
come up. But the Pacific railroad is a great na- 
tional work, and there are three routes under sur- 
vey and exploration. Iam willing to make this 
appropriation, as it is recommended by the Secre- 
tary of War, and by those by whom the explora- 
tions are made, and who ought to be best informed 
upon the subject. Lhave conversed with Governor 
Stevens, who made one of the explorations, And 
I understand that this additional appropriation is 
necessary to carry on the surveys of the northern, 
the central, and the southern routes. Besides, my 
friend from Alabama [Mr. Coss] is wrong in 
stating that an appropriation of $150,000 was 
made at the last Congress for these explorations. 
1 think it was but $100,000. Although, as a mem- 
ber of this body, | am desirous of having one great 
thoroughfare to the Pacific, which will make quick 
time, yet I believe the opinion is fast gaining 
ground that we shall ultimately have three grand 
railroads to the Pacific ocean, in order to satisfy 
the demands of the travel and transportation of 
this great empire; and, sir, I, for one, am willing 
to make this little appropriation to carry on the 
explorations until we get all the information neces- 
sary to a correct understanding of the subject. I 
think, by making the appropriation, as recom- 
mended by the Secretary of War, and desired by 
the gentleman from California, and as imperiously 
demanded by the state of these surveys and ex- 
plorations, we shall be performing a public duty, 
and l therefore hope the appropriation will be 
made, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
of the gentlernan frorn Ohio. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to reduce the ap- 
propriation. contained in the amendment to fitty 
cents. 

At the last Congress, when those surveys and 
explorations were urfdertaken, we appropriated 


the sum of $150,000, with the assurance that that | 


was ample to procure ail the information that 
Government might need forthe location of a route 
between here and the Pacific ocean. Well, sir, 
this $150,000 was expended, and during the pres- 
ent session we have appropriated $40,000 as a 
deficiency; and now it is proposed to make a fur- 
ther appropriation of $150,000 for additional sur- 
veys and explorations of this country. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Did I understand the 

entleman to say that the assurance was given 
that $150,000 would be sufficient to complete these 
surveys? 

Mr. LETCHER. It was stated in the discus- 
sion upon this subject, at the last Congress, that 
that sum would be enough for the purpose. It 
was then represented that this survey was very 
important, and that this [ile sum of $150,000 
was all that was needed for the purpose of getting 
all the information needed in regard to that coun- 
try. 

‘Bat itis said now that there is another large 


The practicability of a southern route | 


I accept the amendment | 


| 
| 
i 
i 


| parties who went out on this expedition last year. 


i ascertain the resuit of the appropriations they have 


| practical and feasible route to the Pacific. 


| reported—ayes 89, noes 34. 


tract of country that must.be examined and ex- | 


plored, and that another appropriation is needed 
for this purpose. Now, sir, f will venture to say, | 
that in the exploration and examination of that į 
whole country you can as wellexpend $5,000,000 | 
just as wisely and properly as the $150,000 which | 
itis now proposed to appropriate. 

Sir, how long is this thing to goon? Is it never | 
to stop? Sir, we have had no report from. the 


i 


lt may be that if the report of that exploring ex- 
pedition was before the House, weshovld find that 
we have already'ail the information that is neces- ; 
sary; that we have a practical route—all that is | 
required by the Government—for this road. H; 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 


would be Detter, far better, that we should wait |: 


1 
f 
and ascertain the result of the surveys and exam» | 
inations which we have already authorized and l 

| 


| paid for, before we undertake to make provision 


to obtain information in reference to some other | 


route. I do not understand that we are going to con- | 
struct three or four roads; and if we do not intend 
to do this, whatdo we want with three or four 
routes? If there is one practicable route, that is | 
all gentlemen need desi J hope that before the 
House makes any further appropriation they will 


D 


already made for the accomplishment of this ob- į 
ject. j 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. T hope the: 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia will 
not prevail. The gentleman stated that it was uv- 
derstood at the last Congress, when the appropria- | 
tion of $150,000 was made that that was all that | 


i 
j 


would be reqnired for these surveys and explora- | 


tions. Sir, Edid not so understandit. I did not vote 
with that expectation. 
would again be recnived; and ifitis necessary to ac- 
complish that pur; as willing to vote for it 
as Í was to vote for riginal appropriation, | 
understand that the appropriation ts needed for the 
surveys which have already been commenced, and 
which are incomplete. 

Mr. Chairman, the advantages we shall derive 
from the information obtained through these sur- 
veys, as far as pertains to the railroad, will be very 
important. It will justify all the expenses of a 
But 
aside from that consideration, much valuable topo- 
graphical, geographical, geological, and botanieal 
information willbe obtained. ‘The information that 
will be obtained will compensate one hundred fold 


am 


for the expenditure which will be incurred. I hope |; 


that the amendment will not prevail, and that, with- : 
out further discussion, the vote will be taken, and 
the amendment of the gentleman from California 
adopted. 


The question was taken on Mr. Lercner’s i| 


amendment; and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. SOLLERS. I demand tellers on the amend- ;; 


ment of the gentleman from California. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ewine and |! 


Curris were appointed. 
The question was taken on Mr. McDoveasr’ 
amendment, and it was adopted; the tellers having ! 


Mr. RICE. I offer the following amendment: 


For completing the military road from Mendota to the 
soari, in accerdauce with the esti- ; 
wA : 


Big Sioux river, in? 

mate made by the Secretary of War, 952,475 68, said 
money to be expended under the direction of the War De- 
partment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I make the question of order, 
that the ‘amendment is net germane to this bill. 
These appropriations have been made heretofore 
in other bills, and not in the Army appropriation | 
bill. 

Mr. WHEELER. Would not the same reason 
apply to the last amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
if this road has been the subjectof previous appro- 
priations by Congress? 

Mr. RICE. It has. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the amendment is in order, upon the ground that. 
appropriations have been made by Congress upon ; 
the same subject heretofore. 

Mr. LETCHER. With great respect to the 
Chair, I appeal from that decision. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Iiinois, demanded į 
tellers on the appeal. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was thën taken; and the decision 


i 
| 


| 
| 
l| 
| 
| 


{ 
| 
I supposed thata like sum | 
| 


| of the light house 


of the Chair was overruled, and: the amendment 
decided to be out of order. Mh 
_ The following clause was then read: E 
_© For fuel and quarters, and for mileage, or transporta- 
tion for officers and enlisted soldiers of the Army serving 
iin the Coast Survey, in-cases no longer provided for by the- 
quartennaster’s department, S10,00U.7 . 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I moveto 
strike out that clause. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
the clause, before the question is taken on striking 
out, by adding the following proviso: 


i 

| l desire to amend 

| . 
l And provided that no mileage or transportation ‘shall 
| 


be allowed by this act, in any case, to officers, for themselves 
and their baggage, over aud above the sum actually and 
necessarily paid therefor, 
| Twill state to the committee, that. there has.al- 
| ready been anappropriation of $12,000 provided in 
i this hill for officers’ transportation. The commit- 
i tee also understand that there is, by law, an al- 
| lowance made to officers of ten cents for each mile 
! they travel? Under that provision it can readily 
be seen there is a very large degree of favoritism 


‘| practiced; not tbat I charge anything specially at 


| this time. : 
Mr. PECKHAM, (interrupting.) Will the 


‘| Chair be kind enough to have the amendment read 


l again? 

| “The amendment was again reported. : 

| Mr. PECKHAM. I submit that that amend~ 
| ment is not in order, and not germane to the pro- 
i vision. 


i The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is in 


: order. 

| Mr.SMITH. Ifthegentleman from New York 

‘had been giving his attention to the subject, he 
ould have seen that the amendment was in order. 


” 
w 
B 
T 


‘wish to bring to the attention of the House and 
‘the country the important fact, that there are over 
‘one hundred of the officers of the Army and 


Navy taken from their regular professional du- 
ties, and employed in superintending the construc- 
tion und management of the light-houses, and en- 
gaged upon the Coast Survey—duties which are 
ofa purely civil character, and which might be 
‘performed quite as well by ‘citizens who do not 


hold commissions for life. That the country may 


know who these officers are thus engaged in civil 
‘duties, I will give their names in my. printed re- 


i} marks. Hereisa letter from the Secretary of the 
| Light-House Board, giving the names of the offi- 
t cers employed in that service: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

Office Light-House Bourd, March 11, 1854. 

Sır: In reply to your communication of the Sth instant, 
asking for a “list of the officers of the Army and Navy 


', employed in the fight-house establishment, giving names, 


rank, compensation, when appointed to such service, ang 
under authority of what law,” J have respectfully to re- 
port, that the following is a list of all officers of the Army 
and Navy who have been ordered by their respective De- 
partments to perform service of any description on account 
ablishmont : i : 

Under the act of Congress approved August 31, 1852, sec- 
tion 8, chapter 119, the following oRteers are employed as 
members of the Light ifouse Board, whieh was organized 
on the Sth of Oetnber, 1852. i 

Commodore William B, Shubrick, United States Navy i 


-ETOS 


. feal Engineers. 5 
- officers of the Army-and Navy are employed as inspectors 
cto be arranged: o > 


: graphical Engineers; appointed inspeetor December 21, 


_ Navy; appointed inspector April 11, 1853. 


“Navy; ‘appointed inspector January 10, 1854. 


Commander S. F. Dupont, United. States Navy ; Lieuten- 
-ant Thornton A. Jenkins, United States. Navy ; General 


‘course of construction by him. 


Charleston harbor, near the military works uuder his 
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‘Joseph G. Totten, Chief United States Corps of Engineers; 
Colonel James Kearney, Corps. of Topographical Ensi- 
neers; Captain E. L., F. Hardcastle, Corps of Topograph- 

Under the twelfth section of the above act, the following i 
of ihe Hght:house districts, required by the act of Congress 


lat district. Lieutenant W. B. Franklin, Jorps of Topo- 


1852. 
2a district. Lieutenant’ Samuel R. Knox, United States 


8d district. Lieutenant A. L. Case, United States Navy ; 
appointed inspector May 10, 1853. 
4th district. Lientenant James S. Biddle, United States | 


Sth district. Lieutenant A. M. Pennock, United States 
Navy ;-appointed inspector December 14, 1852. 
6th district-; Captain D. P. Woodbury, United States 
 Gorpe of Engineers; appointed inspector December 21, ! 
D2, tj 
‘Wh district. Lieutenant G. L. Selden, United States | 
Navy 3. appointed inspector May 16, 1853. H 
8th district. Captain D. Leadbetter, Corps of Engineers; | 
appointed inspector December 21, 1852. | 
9th district. Lieutenant W. W. Stephens, Corps of Engi- : 
neers; appointed inspector November 18, 1853. a | 
10th district. Captain J. O. Woodruff, Corps of Topo- ; 
graphical Engineers; appointed inspector December 21, 


ith district. Captain L. Sitgreaves, Corps of Topograph- 
ical Engineers; appoifted inspector December 21, 1852. 

12th district. Captain J. D. Webster, Corps of Topograph- 
ical Engineers ; appointed ivspector January 24, 1854. (Not | 
yet entered upon his duties.) i 

The following engineer officers of the Army are charged | 
with the superintendence of construction and repairs of 
light-house works in the vicinity of their military stations, | 
in addition to the appropriate duties of their corps under : 
the War Department, in conformity to the ninth section of 
the act of Congress, approved Mareh 3, 1851, chapter 38, | 
in the following words: ‘And he it further enacted, That 
the President be, and he is hereby, required to cause to be 


‘Lieutenant Commanding 


| Pa 


detailed from the Engineer Corps of the Army, from time to 
time, such officers as may be necessary to superintend the 
fconstruciion and renovating of light-houses :”? 
Major ©. A. Ogden, Corps of Mugineers, second district, ; 
Boston, April 9, 1353. n 
Major W. D. Fraser, Corps of Engineers, third district, | 
New Vork, Angust 4, 1853. f 
Lieutenant G. G. Meade, Corps of Engineers, seventh 
district, Key West, Mareh 16, 1853. 
Under the above recited section, the following officers | 
are charged with certain specific works, viz: i 
Major Hartman Bache, Corps of Topographical Engi- | 
! 
i 


neers, charged with the superintendence of the construc- ! 
tion of a light bouse in Chesapeake bay. i 

Captain. Henry Brewerton, Corps of Engineers, charged | 
with the eeetion of a small light on Fort Carroll, now in ! 


Captain J. F. Gilmer, Corps of Engineers, charged with 
the superintendence of the erection of a small light in | 


charge. - 

Major J. G. Barnard, Corps of Engineers, charged with | 
the placing and fitting of the iHuminating apparatus in the |j 
light-house at Fort Point and Aleairaz Island, where this | 
officer is charged with the erection of fortifications. 

It would seem proper to add, in this connection, that Gen 
eral Totten and Colonel Kearney, members of the Light- 
House’ Board, and Captain Woodbury and Lieutenant 
Stephens, inspectors of the sixth and ninth light house 
districts, discharge the duties of the light house establish- 
ment, addition to their appropriate military duties. 

Officers of me Army and Navy performing duty under i 
the light house establishment, (by the veventeenth and j 
twelfth sections of the act of Congress approved August | 
3, 1852, chapter 112,) are prohibited from receiving for such 
service any other pay or emoluments than those to which 
they are entitled by law forthe performance of duty in the 
regular line of their profession, | 

ery respectlusly, your obedient servant, 
THORNTON A. JENKINS, 
Sceretary Light- House Board. 
Hon. P. G. Wasninaron, 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, 


Here, also, are the names of the Army and | 
naval officers employed on the Coast Survey, as || 
furnished by theSuperintendent, Professor Bache: 


List of Army officers attached to the Coast Survey on the 
dth March, 1854. 
Rank, y Name, 

1 Captain ‘Topographical Engineers, .'Thomas J. Cram. 

2 Capt. aud bvt. major 4th artillery... Henry Prince. 
3:Cuptain engineers................H. W. Benham. 

4 Captain 3d artillery $ HO. ©. Ord. 

5 Captain Topographical Engineers.. Wm. R. Palmer. 

6 Captain 2d artillery .. A. A. Gibson. | 
7 dst lieutenant 2d artillery James Totten. 

Bw DO ee dO. ee os D. T, Van Buren, 

9 Ist lieutenant 4th artillery.........Joseph C. Clarke, 
10 Ist lieut. and bvt. capt. 2d dragoons. James Oakes. 

14 Ist lieutenant engineers... E. B. Hunt. 

12 2d leut. and bvt. capt. engineers.. J. G. Foster. 

13 2d lieutenant Sth infantry.........A. H. Seward. 
14 2d lieutenant engineers............W. T. Trowbridge. 
15 2d lieutenant 2d infantry..........James P. Ray. 
16 2d lieutenant 7th infantry.......0.A. W. Evans. 


List of Navy officers attached to the Coast Survey on the 
Ath-of Murch, 1854, 
Rank. Name. 
Lieutenant Commanding...... .B. F. Sands. 
Lieutenant Commanding....... ...H. S. Swellwagen. ` 


e.. e: James Alden. 
John J. Almy. 

O. H. Berryman. 
2.. A. Craven. 
«E. J. De Haven. 
wee Re Wainwright, 
.J.N. Mafiit. 

Max. Woodhull. 
..8. D. Trenchard. 
<... Thomas B. Huger. 
.-M. C. Perry, jr. 

. John Rutledge. 

.... Thomas H. Stephens. 
..d. C. Wait. 

..... J. C. Kennard. 


Lieutenant Commanding. ae 


‘Lieurenant Commanding 
Lieutenant Coinmanding 
Lieutenant Commanding 
Lieutenant Commanding.. 
Lieutenant Commanding. 
Lieutenant Commanding 
Lieutenant, sss ssiirsos 
Lieutenant.. 
Lieutenant.. 
Lieutenant.. 
Lieutenant.. 
Lieutenant.. sess esoe 
Lieutenant..... 


Lieutenant... esses JOHN. Wilkinson. 
“Lieutenant... s.. e.e. Bayse N. Westcott. 
Lieutenant,.... oy ..J. C. Febriger. 
Lieutenant.. A. N. Smith. 


.... A. C. Rhind. 

R. M. Cuyler. 
......J. B. McCauley. 
r... Earl English. 
od. P. Jones. 
wR. L. Law. 


Passed Midshipman . 
Passed Midshipman . 
Passed Midshipman . 
Passed Midshipman . 
Passed Midshipman 
Passed Midshipman 


Passed Midshipman .....8S. R. Franklin. 
Passed Midshipinan e... W. D. Whiting. 


Passed Midshipman . 
Passed Midshipman . 
Passed Midshipman. 
d Midshipman . 
Passed Midshipman . 
d Midshipman. 
d Midshipma 
Passed Midshipma 
d Midshipman. 
Passed Midshipman . 
Passed Midshipman... 


Joseph B. Smith. 
dward Renshaw. 
John T. Walker. 
John B. Stewart. 
Alex. M. Be Bree. 
5. 5. Bassett. 
cseeseeeseeees Re CG. Duvall, 
seeeeeeee Leonard H. Lyne. 
seeeeeess Thomas C. Eaton. 
sesse eee Dawson Phenix. 
. Hunter Davidson. 
« Gustavus Harrison. 
-George S. King. 
wd. A. Seawell, 
. J. G. Maxwell, 
s... H. Erben, jr, 
Wiliam H. Ward. 
e... James Suddards. 
wee C. A, Wiliiamson. 
T Le P. Crommilier. 


Passed Midshipman . 
Passed Midshipman . 
Midshipman ......e6 
Midshipman. 
Midshipman ...... 
Assistant Surgeon. .... eee 
tant Surgeon...... 
tant Surgeon. 
istant Surgeon. 


essesoseee James F. Huestes. 
tant BUTCON.sseree reee ee eee Richard B. Tunstall, 


sestane corer eA. G. Pendicton. 
ant Enginect..........60..N. C. Davis, 
tank Bngineer.csseee sree U. W. Geddes. 
tant Bugineer...........-..Jd. 8. De Luce. 
tant Mugineer....... ee . Andrew Lawton. 
ant Bugineer....eeecee eee A. Broadnix. 
stant Bugineer.. esses esee.. S. H, Houston, 
ant Engineers, seseo e esoe. We C. Wheeler. 
ant Engineet......sseeeeee H. B. Nones, jrs 
ant Engineer, sss. eneee F. G. Sumwater, 
ant BAINC e eero eese eee G W. Plympton. 
ant Enginee seeseeseed. M. Harris, 

3d Assistant Bugineet......e.eeeee dO. Hull, 

3d Assistant Engineer.. ..........4.C. Lindsley, 


It will be seen by these official statements, that 
on the light-house establishment there are twenty- 
five officers of the Army and Navy employed, 
while on the Coast Survey there are eighty-two, 
making in all one hundred and seven. Now, sir, 
these officers ought not to be so employed, and 


Professor. . 


all laws which authorize it are wrong. The civil- | 


ians employed on the same service receive no 
mileage such’ as is allowed to the military and 
naval officers; and while performing duties which 
are purely civil, tney should not receive more pay 
than civilians. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman from 
Kentucky permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SFANTON.. Certainly. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know, in con- 
nection with this subject, if the officers of the 
Army and Navy so employed are receiving pay 
for extra services, outside of their regular pay as 
officers of the Army and Navy? 

Mr.STANTON. iam glad the gentleman has 
directed my attention to this point. Under sev- 
eral little amendments to Army and other bills, 
many officers employed in civil service are allowed 
nearly double their Army pay; and there is no one 


of them engaged in the civil service who does not |! 


find some advantage from it over his position in 
the line of his regular duties. [fit were not so, 
you would not find them quartered on the civil 
service by hundreds. ‘I'he members of the boards 
for rivers and harbors, canal around the Falls of 
the Ohio, for harbor works on the Auantic coast, 
and, I believe, the Light-House Board, all get, 
under a construction of some provision of one of 
the laws, two dollars per day extra while sitting 
upon said boards. When making surveys for 
roads, by a standing regulation of the War De- 
partment, they get one dollar per day extra while 
in the field, as commutation for transportation. 
The assistant to the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey, a military engineer, gets two dollars per 
day for “ personal expenses.” 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That view of the 


subjectis a very forcible one, but {do not see how 
it bears upon the case in hand? 

Mr. STANTON. Weil, E will show my friend 
from Virginia. These officers of the Army and 
Navy all hold commissions, and ate amply pro- 
vided for by the laws relating to their departments, 
While in discharge of their rightful duties, every 
proper allowance is made them. They are not 
! now in discharge of military and naval duties. 

They are performing duties of civilians, and 
should fare as civilians. No other persons con- 
nected with the Coast Survey or light-house ser- 
vice but military and naval officers, get ten cents 
a mile for traveling, or commutation for fuel ang 

uarters. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Tamsure the gentleman has 
not properly considered this matter. | under- 
stand him to say that those officers are provided 
for elsewhere. That isa mistake. They are not 
[i provided for in the Army bill, or anywhere else. 
This is the only provision made for them. A'few 
|| years ago these officers were provided for in the 
civil and diplomatic bill; but the Committee of 
Ways and Means saw fit to take it out from that 
bill, and put it into the Army bill; and the appro- 
il priation which precedes the one under consider- 
‘| ation, covering the same general expense, applies 
to the officers in the Army regularly, and the ap- 
propriation is not made to the officers who are 
| spoken of here, And if the gentleman will examine 
` the law creating the Light-House Board, he will see 
li that the Secretary of War has no discretion. The 
| 


law itself says that these Army officers shall con- 
stitute the Light-House Board, and the Secretary 
: of War only complies with the law. 

Mr. STANTON. And does the Jaw say they 
: Shall have two dollars a day? 

Mr. HOUSTON, Fdo not know that they get 
any extra compensation. They are allowed mile- 
lage by law, and by the regulations of the War 
Department. We were bound to report an ap- 
; propriation for its and if the amendment of the 
gentleman from Virginia prevails, that will be- 
come the law, and will contro} the action of the 
committee hereafter. . 

Mr. STANTON. Here is the act upon the 
subject, with the facts as they have occurred 
under it, communicated to the select committee by 
the War Department: 

« For repairs and contingencies of harbors and rivers, 
| and to meet charges for transportation of officers, and for 
fuel and quarters, the payment of which ts no longer made 
by the quartermaster’s department, and for extra allowance 
to meet extra expenses, under the special directigns of the 
Secretary of War, $10,000,” 

Out of the above there has been allowed by the Secre- 
‘tary of War, and paid to officers constituting boards, as 
i follows: 
| Ist Board—For river and harbor improvements: Colonel 
i) James Kearney, Lieutenant Colonel S. H. Long, and Ma- 
i jor H. Bache, Corps Topographical Engineers; feid offi- 
i cers allowed two dollars per day, subaltern officers one dol- 
| lar and fifty cents per day. 

i Qd Board—For additional canal around the falls of the 
Ohio: Lientenant Colovel S. H. Long, Brevet Lieutenant » 
William Turnbull, and Charles B. Fish, Esg., Civil Engi- 
neers. The military officers allowed two dollars per day, 
and the civil eight dollars, and transportation. This board 
has ccased. ` 

3d Board—For harbor works on the Atlantic coast: Lieu- 
tenant Colonel R. E. De Russy, Major J. L. Sinith, and 
Major U. A. Ogien, Corps of Engineers. Allowed two dol- 
Jars per day- 

1 presume, sir, it is by some such construction 
! as is here put upon this law, that the Light-House 
| Board, while sitting in this city, is enabled to get 
| additional pay. One of the boards above alluded 
! to sat more than six months, and received two 
‘dollars a day during the whole time, over and 
i above their regular Army pay. Iftheconstruction 
is right, the law is wrong; and if the law was de- 
| signed to increase their salaries, it should have been 
done openly, instead of covering up its purpose by 
appropriation for contingencies and incidental ex- 
penses, 

1 withdraw my amendment, as it was intended 
simply to get these facts before the country. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, Irise for the pur- 
pose only of stating the question. The clause to 
which I seek to attach my amendment is this: 

“For fuel and quarters, and for mileage or transporta- 
tion for officers, and enlisted soldiers of the Army serving 
in the Coast Survey, in cases no longer provided for by the 
quartermaster’s department, $10,000.77 

Then comes in my amendment, and | suppose 
nobody will object to it. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to move an 
amendment to the original clause, before the ques- 
tion is taken upon the amendment.of the gentle- 


* 
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man from Virginia. I move to strike out the one | 
hundred and thirty-ninth to the one hundred and | 
forty-second line inelusive, as follows: 

t For fuel and quarters,.and fur mileage or traneportation 


of officers and enlisted soldiers of the Army serving inthe fi 
Coast Survey, in cases no jonger provided tor by the quar- | 


termaster’s department, 310,000.” 

Mr, T. said: i make this motion for the purpose 
of giving the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means an opportunity of explaining the ne- 
cessity for this appropriation. l desire that he ii 
shall give us some information upon this subject, <; 
for I confess that, after many years service in |: 
Congress, | am constrained to vote upon these. 
vast appropriations without any explanation from 
any one, and with very litle information from the |: 
report of the commitiees. 
impossible for members to examine with any min- 
uteness the reports of the departments upon each 
apnropriation, Here is a bill appropriating 
$8,000,000. Fn a single line there is an appropr 
ation of over $609,000 for commutation of officers 
subsistence, which 1 do not understand. And 
here, in the item which E prapose to strike out, | 
is an appropriation of $10,000: 


One reasonis, that it is > 


«© For fucland quarters, and for mileage or transportation 
for officers and enlisted soldiers of the Army serving iu the 
Coast Survey, in cases no longer provided tor by the quar- 
teruiaster’s departiment’? 

ido notunderstand that. Why are these cases 
no longer provided for in the quartermmaster’s de- 
partment? ‘These are officers outside the regular 
Army, | suppose. l take it for granted the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. | 
Sranron] is true, and that there are officers ont- | 
side the regular Army who still receive the regular | 

ay of officers of the regular Army of the United | 
birus. {say thatif the abuses stated by the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky here, ia his 
place, do exist, it is a matter that demands reform 
atthe hands of Congress. If these oilicers do 
receive their regular pay as officers of the Army, 
and two dollars per day in addition, because they | 
are assigned to thre Coust Survey, or because they } 
are assigned to the Pacific railroad survey, or be- 
cause they are assigned to the surveys of thei. 


northern lakes, I say it is an abuse that ought to |; 


be corrected. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If the gen- | 
tleman will allow me to correct him, i said that, 
boards were selected out of these Army officers 
who received this additional compensation. ‘The | 
Light- House Board receive, and the Earbor fm- ' 
provement Board receive additional pay of two | 
dollars per day for each officer. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Is that in addition to their 
` yegular pay ? 
Mr. STANTON. Yes, sir. © 
Mr. TAYLOR. Then it is an abuse that 
ought to be corrected. Sir, the compensation of 
these Army officers is very large. The $8,000,000 
appropriated in this bill would furnish an average 
compensation of $1,300 per year to all the offi- | 
cers und men in the present reduced state of the 
Army. Whe regular pay of a soldier in Mr, 
Monroe’s time, I believe, was only about $400 | 
per year, and how, lask, is this large additional 
compensation to be accounted for? [In my opin- | 
ion, the committee who reported the bill ought to 
be prepared’ to explain it to us. When a gentle- 


man of the experience and diligence of the gen- |: 


tleman from Kentucky gets up in his place and 
says that Army Officers receive, in addition to 


thetr regular pay, a further compensation of two |; 


dollars per day; when provisions are placed in 
this bill for the payment of compensation which is 
no louger allowed by the quartermaster, I want to 
have the necessity of that appropriation explained, 
so that we may act understandingly. T ask my 
friend, the chairman of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, to explain the necessity of this item. 

{Here the hammer fell 

Mr. HOUSTON. J thought I had explained 
that section a moment ago; | said then as I say 
now, that the gentleman from Kentucky is totally , 
mistaken in the statement he has made, that these 
ofivers are provided for anywhere else than in 
this provision in the bill. They are men who have 
been detached from the Army proper, and when | 
they were detached from the Army proper, and | 
placed upon the Light-llouse Board, or upon the | 
coast survey corps, they were no longer provided | 
for by the Quartermaster’s Department. And in 
relation to this matter, the appropriation will speak ; 


i the Army and Navy. 
| wisest things ever done by Congress. 

the gentleman tel! me whether tt be true or not that | 
| these officers of the Army and Navy gettwo dol- | 


: aton for these officers. 


‘| there was a board of such cfficers for the 


i for itself. These appropriations which it is pro- 


| posed to make here were deducted originally in 
i the estimates from the general estimates for the 
Army. There is no such thing as these officers 
i being paid twice. Feis utterly incorrect. 
| Mr. STANTON. Does the gentleman mean 
| to say the statement is incorrect so faras the Light- 
House Board are concerned ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 would ask the gentleman 


i from Ohio to turn his attention a moment to the 


law which creates the Light House Board. Those 
who compose that board are required, under the 
express language of that law, to be either officers 
of the Army or Navy. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 


I think that was one of the 
Now, will 


na 


lars per day in addition to their reg 


i ular pay? 
Mr. HOUSTON. As I have 


stund from a gentieman who is connected with 
those offices, serving in the coast survey office, 


| that the assertion, so far asthey are concerned, is | 
But | propose to refer the gentleman to ij 


; untrue. 


‘the law. Ibis in these words: 


| organized, to arrange the Atlantic, Guif, Pacific, and Lake 
Coasts of the United States into light house districts, uot 

| exceeding twelve in uumber; and the President is bereby 
auboriaed and required to direct Wat an officer ofthe Army 
or Navy b med Lo each district as alight bonse in 


tor, subject to, and under the orders, of the Light House į 


Board, who shall receive for suet: service the same pay aud 
t emoluments that he would be cotified to by law for the per- 
formance of dwy in the regular line of his profession, and 


no other, except he tegal allowauce per mile when travel- ; 
; ing under orders connected witi bis duty.” 
Such is the case in reference to the officers serv- | 
‘ing in the coast survey. 
i l do net know, although I hardly believe that the 


As to the other officers 


Secretary of War would be guilty of an abtise in 


allowing the officers, in the very face of the law, : 
ii two douars per day, when the legal ailowanoe of | 


mileage was not eqaal to that amoant. 
Mr. TAYLOR. in reference to thot matter I 


only know what was stated by the gentleman from | 
y 8 


Kentucky. 
Mr. STANTON. 1 can prove what [ have | 
said. lt cannot be denied. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Ihave shown that the gentle- ; 


raau has mistaken in one of his points. 1 have 
not looked atthe other. If what is stated be true, 
i then the Seereitary of War must be guilty of im- 
; propriety. [ff two dollars a day in additioñ be 


I want the com- 


; mittee to remember that this is the only appropri- 
if you strixe it out, then | 


you deprive the Department of the power to pay 


wore than their legal traveling allowance, then 


there is impropriety on the part ef the War De- : 
Avout that, however, | know nothing. - 


part ment, 


Mr. TAYLOR. With the censentof the com- 


ii mittee | withdraw my armendmeat, 
y 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I renew it. 
simply wish to vindicate myself from the charge 


| of misrepresentation made against me by the geu- ; 


: tileman from Alabama. lam not in the habit of 


Mr. HOUSTON. I did not charge the gentle- 
man with misrepresentation. I said that he was 


in error. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Irise to a question 
oforder. The proposition had been made and dis- į 


; cussed pre and con. 
“it be renewed and again discussed? 


| question decided. 


: question of order. 


i then, I move the amendment, with the word 
i © necessary ’’ in lieu of “actual, ”? 

| Mr. Chairman, I said that there were certain 
i boards composed of military and naval officers, 
_ for purposes which | indicated, but did not say 
Coast 


‘Aarvey. Wor did I say that the officers serving 


' I have no objection to the; 
: Light-House Board being constituted of officers of 


iready stated, I | 
i do not know whether that is trueor not, I under- | 


«Spe. 12 Ind be it further enacted, That it shall be | 
the dary of the Light House Board, innmed 


ly after beiug | 


paid these oficers, when their legal allowance for j 
mileage does not reach that amount, then they are | 
; paid in opposition to the law. 


that which thelaw says these officers shali receive, | 
If they are allowed two dollars a day, and that is | 


i 


misrepresenting, if I know it, and I am too well: 
| acquainted with this subject to mistake the facts. | 


Now, when withdrawn, can | 
ey I am per- 
i fectly willing to hear tne gentleman, bat I want the | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the: 


Mr. STANTON. That I may be in order: 


upon the Coast Survey all receivetwo dollars per 
day in addition to their Army or Navy allowances, 
All E intended to say, or did say, was, that the 
officers forming these boards, by a construction 
of law which provided for appropriations for con- 
tingencies and extra expenses, not of the individ- 
uais of the board, but the board collectively, had 
their salaries increased two dollars per day, over 

and above all other legal allowances. at 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to know if Euh- 
derstood the gentlerhan from Kentucky. Do I 
| understand the gentleman as saying that those 
officers get, in addition to their pay and regular 
allowances for travel, fuel, &c., two dollars a 
day. 
| Mr. STANTON. Theydo. Here is the pro- 
|! vision of the law upon which the Secretary puts 
such a construction as to allow that sum, and f 
will read it to the House. 

“ For repairs and contingencies of harbors and rivers, 
and to meet charges tor the transportation of officers, and 
for feel and quarters, the payment of which is no longer - 
made by the quartermas: departinent, and for extra al~ 
| lowanees to meet extra expenses under the special, direc- 

tion of the Scerctary of War, $10,000." Š 


The officers in each of the boards, viz: River 
and Harbor Board, for canal around the Falls of 
| Ohio, and harbor works atthe Atlantic coast, have 
| been allowed by the Secretary of War, an addi- 
tion to their salaries of two doilars per day to field 
officers, and one dollar and fifty cents to sabal- 
terns. 

Mr. WADE. In the river and harbor. bill, 
which bas already passed this House, there are 
three distinct appropriations made, in which this 
same matter is included, In that bill Ll find the fol- 
lowing: 

& Por the preservation of public property and the contin- 
genojes Of western river improvements, for the accommo- 
dation oF transporsation, baggage, quarters, and fuel of of- 
cers, in cases no longer provided for by the quartermaster’s 
i deparnnent, and for allowances to meet extra expenses 
under tie special direction of the Secretary of War, 
BLU, 000.7? > 

There are two other clauses in the bill identical 
with this, only that one makes an appropriation 
of $15,000, and the other of 820,000 forthe same. 
purpose, I desire the chairman of the Committé 
of Ways and Means to explain this matter; for it 
seems that there are appropriations in this river 
and: harbor bill for transportation, baggage; &e., 
upon the western lake service, and upon the At- 
lantic service. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. They are provided for there 
|| for the reason that these officers are not provided 
i for in the regular Army appropriation bill. 

» Mr. WADE. Do they not draw their regular 
ay? 

j Mr. HOUSTON. They draw their pay as 
regular Army officers, and this is the appropria- 
tion to meet it. There is no other appropriation 
to meet it. 

[Liere the hammer fell.] | 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, then withdrew 
his amendment. 

The question recurred on Mr. Surrn’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I move to strike out 
the word mileage in the amendment, for the pur- 
pose of being able to make some remarks on thia 
; point, 

{ desire to say that I regret the course which 
the discussion has taken. 1 have sat here for a 
number of days and heard a great deal said 
about the Army, about Army officers, and Army 
superintendents, and I have come to the con- 
clusion that it mast be painful for a man to 
hold a position in the Army. I can hardly 
'| reconcile itto my feelings that a gentleman can 
Í now hold an Army office at all, if they are to be 
treated as members of this committee desire to treat 
them; if they are to be restricted to the very small- 
est pittance. They must be always on duty, and 
ready to meet the enemy at a moment’s notice, and 
yet they are not to be allowed sufficient to hold soul 
Í and body together. i can hardly see how, under 
these circumstances, men can hold office in the 
Army. Sir, this course of discussion is unjust to the 
Army. And I am surprised to see the gentleman 
from Virginia,’ (Mr. Smirn,}] with his extended 
knowledge of the country, and having spent a 
year or two—i do not know how longon the 
f Pacific, where be must have observed the con- 
|| dition of the officers employed in-service on that 
| coast, desiring now to strike off the lithe mileage 


i 
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allowance they enjoy, and saying that: they shall | 
not have more than they actually expend. Will! 
the gentleman look at his own case, and apply |} 
bis argument to himself? He travels a short dis- |) 
tance here to Washington, and receives at the | 
rate of eight dollars per twenty miles. He can 
travel here.at a cost of five dollars, and yet he 
pockets with cheerfulness all the mileage allowed 
nim; and I am inclined to think if it were ten || 
times as much, he would as cheerfully pocket it. | 
Let me put this case to gentlemen. ‘The general |: 
in command of the forces will order an officer 
from New Orleans to Wew York, or from New |} 
York to New Orleans, subjecting him to all the 
perils of cholera, yellow fever, and other diseases. | 
Fle is required to run all risks, passing through 
the varieties of climate, and subject to all diseases. 
If he fall sick by the way, the payment of his 
doctor’s bill is of course provided for by the regu- 
lations. But he is required to undergo the fatigue 
and incur the visits incident to the travel; and yet 
you would deprive him of his ten cents a mile. 
It is an unreasonable proposition, and l am 
sorry to see us descend to such a question. Sir, 
I know Army officers serving in Oregon and Cali- 
fornia, discharging their duty at these: places, 
whose pay does does not subsist them. They 
must call on their friends or on their private re- 
sources, or they would starve. You see them 
dressed in,coarse flannel shirts and roundabouts, 
which is the best suit of clothing they can afford to 
uton. Their pay does not enable them to dress 
etter, and to subsist themselves. 

And now, sir, it is proposed to deprive them of 
that pittance, and tosay that they shall not have 
two dollars a day for extra duty. 1 do not 
know that they getit. If they do not get it, they 
ought to; and if the law does not provide it, it 
ought to. i 

regret to find this crusade against our Army. 
We have in this country a regalar Army, and it is 
necessary. Let it be kept up, and Jet the dignity 
of our Army be sustained. We have, in addition 
to that, a standing army composed of the whole 
people of this country; and whenever their ser- 
vices are necessary, they are ready to offer them, 
-While you keep up the regular Army, you should 
provide for them as Army officers and as gentle- 
men should be provided for. Why observe econ- 
omy in the pay of officers particularly? ï hope 
the amendment will not be adopted; and J trust | 
the genteman from Virginia will withdraw the 
mendment, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I must be permitted | 
to say, that Lam wholly surprised at the remarks 
of the gen leman from Oregon. f state this—and 
I stated it in my first remarks—that the proposi- 
tion embodied in my amendment is designed to 
give the officers everywhere the expenses which 
they are actually put to, and thereby cut up a sys- 
tem of favoritism which is believed to prevail. 
Now, I put it to the committee, if there is favor- 
itiem, whether it ought not t@ be arrested ? 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I beg to ask the gen- 
tleman a question. ‘The gentieman from Virginia 
makes a charge that there is favoritism in the || 
Army, and that it has been practiced there. I 
would liketo have him specify the instances. 

Mr, SMITH. Itis not necessary that I should, 
do that, I assume that it does exist. If, under 
this system, an officer can travel for three cents a || 
mile, and yet get ten cents a mile, it will result in 
favoritism, It is a charge of long standing. | 
know, and the gentleman knows, that in the coun- 
try to which he refers, the amount allowed for 
mileage is not enough. In many instances in the 
State of California, when an officer is off upon 
duty, the allowance of mileage does not pay hts 
expenses. Ifthe gentleman from Oregon does 
not know that, I can appeal to the members from |j; 
California upon this floor to substantiate what I 
say. The payment of ten cents a mile for mile- 


age, then, in that State, will not pay an officer’s ; 
way. I want the amendment which I have of- |. 
fered adopted, in order that we may pay to those 

officers what they actually expend. My amend- 
ment provides that every officer shall be paid what 
he necessarily and actually pays out. If there is 
cholera there, and an officer cannot travel the most |. 
direct route on thataccount, bùt has to go around, | 
and thereby is compelled to pay more than he |: 
otherwise would be obliged te, he ought most || 
certainly to be allowed the sum which he actually || 
pays out. ` 


i 
1 
i 
i 
i 
] 


| avail themselves of it? Let thiSlittle picking be 


' should exist, except it be allowed equally to all, 
| and itis with this view that I have offered the |, 
| amendment, and without any idea of making war |; 


lin its proper dignity and character; and for that į 


| pickings, in order that they may puta little pelf 


i it be carried out alike to ull; let all have an equal |; 
share. At the same time, I wish it to be distinctly 


: man from Kentucky, ten dollars. 


| committee will but hear me, Iam quite willing | 
i the Chairman shall knock me down at the expira- 


| 
. if 

; me to reply, as briefly as I can, to some remarks, || 
| 


|i with the Army whatever; but I have sat here, for 


, terpose and arrest this tendency of things. 
i these men receive very different treatment at our 


; tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Stanroy,] upon the 
| very item now under consideration, 


|; subject are entirely fallacious, and calculated most 


| longer provided for by the quartermaster’s depart- 


lis the impression he leaves upon the minds of 


I am- perfectly satisfied. of the:value of this.{) 
amendment. f ask, why should ten cents a-mile 
be allowed to favorites, when it is not allowed to 
the great body of the Army—or rather, when the | 
great body of the Army are not in a condition to 


i 
i 
i 


[H 


taken away, and let the officers have the allow- 
ance in another form—in an increase of pay. I 
am not willing that this opportunity for pickings 


upon the Army, which I am anxious to maintain 


5 J 
reason I do not want to see officers running after || 
into their pockets. Let us have a system; let | 

i M i 
that system be effective; Jet it be adhered to; let || 


understood that I do not charge these things upon |; 
any one. Iam speaking of what we hear talked [i 
of every day, and Í say the facts should be known. 

Some twelve years ago, upon my motion, an 
order was made that there should be spread upon 
the Army Register the amount of compensation 
which every officer of the Army received from 
whatever source. It was done for the purpose of | 
having it appear what they did receive. This in- | 
formation continued to be incorporated in the Reg- 
ister for some years, but it has since been dropped 
out; why, l cannot tell. ‘ 

(Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. LANE, by unanimous consent, withdrew |; 
his amendment. f 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, I move, as a j| 
matter of form, to increase the appropriation pro- 
vided for in the amendment moved by the gentle- 


j 
Sir, l have buta few words to say, and if the || 


tion of only four minutes. (Laughter.] 
I have proposed this amendment so as to enable 


some heresies, that have been put forth here within 
a few days past, upon the subject of the officers 
of the Army, thatought not to go unnoticed in this 
debate. » . i 

Sir, I desire to say to the committee that I have 
no connection and no particular personal relations 


nearly'the whole week past, and listened to the dis- |; 
cussion which has been carried on in this commit- | 
tee, in regard to the superintendency of the armo- 
ries; and, as an impartial man, think the Army I 
oficers have had great injustice done them Irreg- 
ularities, and vague suggestions and remarks of 
individuals have been seized hold of, and perti- 
naciously insisted upon as a disparagement to a |! 
whole corps, when no person was justly respon- jj 
sible for them. And every opportunity has been 
taken to disparage honorable men, who, Iam quite 
sure, sir, deserve better treatment at our hands. 
l do not desire to complain of the past, of what 
we have done, but it seems to me high time to in- 
Sir, 


hands when we are at war, and the country is in 
actual danger; and, in my opinion, they deserve 
very different treatment at our hands now. | 

I bave no time to speak of the general questions 
that have been under discussion in reference to 
the officers of the Army and Navy, bat I must | 
say a few words, however, in reference to the issue jj 


that has now been tendered by the honorable gen- 


i 
1 submit to 
this committee, and to the gentleman himself, that | 
the statements he has made here to-day upon this 


eminently, although not intended, to mislead and 
to prejudice our minds. He moves to strike out 
this apprepriation, made upon regular estimates, 
“for fuel and quarters, and for mileage or trans- 
portation for officers and enlisted soldiers of the 
Army, serving on the coast survey, in cases no 


ment;’’ and in order to sustain himself in this 
motion, he tells us that these officers and enlisted | 
men receive two dollars per day extra allowance, 

by reason of being employed in the coast survey 
service, and provided for in this manner. Such 


| of the money. 


‘and to be held in everlasting disgrace. 
| voluntary service sought by them; itis a disagree- 


this committee... And to prove it, and. make us 
vote with him, he reads from a work which he 
has in his hands, that certain boards of officers 
which he names, who, in acting as such boards, 
for. directing the works of internalimprovements, 
and perhaps the light-house system of the coun- 
try, have been allowed two dollars per day by the 
Seeretary of War, in addition to their regular com- 
pensation. Sir, in reference to that | know nothing. ` 


| Whether the allowance by the gentleman’s Sec- 


retary of War to these boards has been proper or 
improper, whether it has been authorized by law 
or not, I do not stop here to inquire. That is a 
question he may settle with his Secretary of 
War. But, sir, it is not a question between the 
gentleman and the officers of the Army provided 
for in this clause he proposes to strike out. 

. Why, sir, I ask, is this statement read here upon 
and against these officers of the Army? For what 
fair purpose can it be legitimately used here? None 
of these men provided for in this amendment be- 
long to the board or boards about which the gen- 
tleman reads. It is wholly and utterly foreign te 


| the matter about which we are legislating; but, sir, 


it seems to cast discredit upon honorable men, 
unjustly arraigned here, and not liable to the 
charge. Ido not say the gentleman does it with 
any wrong or unfair intention; on the contrary, 
no doubt he believes he is correcting a public evil. 
Still, sir, itis no less crue! and improper for worthy 
officers, to whom the application is sought to be 
made. Sir, if there is impropriety in the extra 
allowance of the two dollars per day to the boards 


; mentioned, let the gentleman seutle that impro- 


priety with the Secretary of War, who has done 
the business with those boards, and not charge it 


' upon this class of officers, who have nothing what~ 


ever to do with those boards—who receive none 


But, Mr. Chairman, I said injustice had been 
done the officers of the’Army within'a few days 
here. Iam of that opinion. We ask of them, 
and have provided by law, that they shall give 
security for the public moneys for public build- 
ings and public improvements which we intrust 


! to their hands. Sir, you ask this of men who 


hold our commission, and whom we order, of 
right, to any service in this line, and which they 
cannot refuse without being liable to conviction 
by court-martial, and dismissal from the Army, 
It is no 


able service forced upon them; it is not of their 
choice. And you insist upon this security, sir, 
from men who, in the Mexican war, disbursed 
over $60,000,000 without a dollar of defalcation— 
without one penny sticking to their fingers. 

This demand is made, too, mostly of the Corps 
of Topographical Engineers, who are not unfre- 
quently the sons of poor men who cannot furnish 
security. Sir, these officers have been the best 
and brightest scholars at West Point; and in con- 
sequence of their superior proficiency and good 
scholarship, owing to that perseverance which 
often belongs to humble conditions in life, they 
have received the preference upon graduating of 
appointments in the Topographical Corps. The 
greatest security, sir, which such men can give, is 
found in the fact that the law now provides, when 
they turn out defaulters, it is the duty of the Presi- 
dent to supersede their commissions, and strike 
them from the rolls of the Army in disgrace. That, 
sir, has been a security that has never failed. Can 
gentlemen say as much of civilians and others, 
who have been charged with the disbursement of 
publicmoneys? I really wish they could, and say 
it truly. 

Now,a word more. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, and the two gentlemen from Ohio, [Mr. 
Wane and Mr. 'FayLor,] all inquire, and very 
properly, why this appropriation for the pay of 
officers having in charge river and harbor improve- 
ments, and Coast Survey, and other works of sim- 
ilar character, is separated from the appropriations 
for the Army engaged in the regular line? Why, 
sir, my friend, the chairman of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, explained that. These officers 
and men are detached for the performance of a 
particular service—a particular line of duty—and 
their pay is therefore put down, and provided for, 
in separate items, under the heads of the service 
for which they are detached, and-to which they 
belong. Those serving regularly in the Army are 
estimated for, and appropriated for, under that 
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head alone; and the estimates come from the Quar- 
termaster General. No others are provided for 
there; whilst those perforpiing other service under 
other heads, are estiraated for by persons in charge 
of those heads or service, and we appropriate for 
them under those heads, and those only. This 
may be difficult of explanation, but I believe it 
easily understood, if the mind is brought to bear 
upon it, If gentlemen will look at the bill, this 
matter will need no further explanation. It says: 

«For fuel and quarters, and fer mileage or transportation 
for officers and enlisted soldiers of the Army serving in the 
Coast Survey, in cases no longergiyovided for by the quar- 
termaster’s department, §10,000.' 

If it had been provided for in the quartermas- 
ter’s department, it would not have been here. 
They are detached from the regular line of ser- 
vice and placed here, and here we estimate and ap- 
propriate for them. {I have done in reference to 
this matter. 5 

Now, I desire to say to the committee that we 
have been laboring on this bill for three or four 
days. Great and important amendments have 
come and are still to come to us from the Senate 
to other bills which we have acted upon, and we 
shall want all the time left ofthe session for their 
discussion. There are at most but fourteen work- 
ing days left of the session; and to avoid passing 
our appropriation bills by committees of confer- 
ence, to which, for one, I will never consent, I 
hope we shall give the rest of our time to other 
work than damaging the officers of the Army. } 
suggest and hope we shall now soon bring this 
debate to a close, and go-at once to voting on the 
bill. . 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 deeply regret, Mr. 
Chairman, that invidious distinction§ have crept 
nto this House’of Representatives. For the last 
two or three days such distinctions have been 
made in the discussion on this bill between citi- 
zens of acommon country. It ought not to be 
so. Iam the last man who would reflect on the 
character of our gallant and patriotic soldiery; the 
last man to do them the least injustice. While 1 
say this, however, I am for holding each man to 
his proper and appropriate sphere. Let the mili- 
tary men attend to military matters, the civil- 
jans.to civil matters. I like tosee members of the 
bar attending to the law; physicians to physic and 
their patients; the politician to politics, and the 
mechanic to his trade. 

‘The proposition now before us for consideration 
is for an increase of the salaries of certain officers. 
I hold that we bave the right to command the en- 
tire time and attention of officers of the Army and 
Navy. But while gentlemen urge the peculiar 
claims of these officers, why do they not propose 
an increase of the poor soldier’s pay? He is the 
man who fights your battles. 

My friend from New York [Mr. Haven] is 
mistaken. Propositions are, time and again, pre- 
sented to us for compromise of the accounts of 
officers who seem to stand. in default to the Gov- 
ernment. Such a case was up the other day. I 
hope that | shall always be found acting liberally 
towards these officers who are thus placed, by 
‘misfortune or otherwise. 


But I see, Mr. Chairman, that the military are || 


making rapid strides in monopolizing positions 
which could be occupied by civilians and mechan- 
ics. Wehave heard much talk of standing armies: 
The policy of this "Government ever has been to 
have its standing army of the people of the coun- 
try; and [ am opposed to building up any set of 
men, military or otherwise, calculated to make 
war on the free institutions of the country. I 
should like to see this Administration giving mil- 
itary appointments to the military, and civil ap- 
pointments to the civilians. I think that the pay 
‘of the officers is now sufficiently high; but 1 am 
of opinion that my colleague’s amendment will 
meet this case. Officers in California, where the 
expenses are higher than they are in the States, 
ought to have increased pay! admit. Theamend- 
ment of my colleague will meet fully and fairly 
the justice of this case, and I hope it may be 
adopted. 

Mr. HAVEN, by unanimous consent, then 
withdrew his amendment. ae 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I move nena 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Smitu] by striking out the words ‘ neces- 
sary and actual.” i . 

I do not think it is necessary in this debate to 


| in the same service paid? 
lars per day. The subaltern gets one dollar per ; 
i day, pay proper, and $1 50 per day commutation 


say one word further upon this subject; for the 
clear-minded gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Haven] quite met the case that I wished to bring 
before the committee. But I am provoked to say 
one word here, in consequence of the remarks 
which have fallen from the two gentlemen from 
Virginia. : 

I do not, con amore, array myself against Vir- 
ginia; but it so happens that upon the-only occa- 
sions when Í have intruded myself upon the at- 
tention of the House, | have been forced into op- 
position to the views of some of the gentlemen 
representing that State. : 

The argument made by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Surry] refutes itself. Headmits that 
the mileage allowed to officers of the Army does 
not begin to meet the actual expenses which are 
incurred by those who are sent to California, Ore- 
gon, and the distant possessions of the country. 
Notwithstanding, no appropriations are made by 
Congress to supply the deficiency in the ex- 
penses of these Army officers, and they are im- 
poverished in your distant territories, while their 
families are left by Congress to starve at home. 
No provision is made by Congress for these gentle- 
men, nor is any proposed to be made tosupply 
these extra expenses. How is it possible for an 
economical officer of the Army to meet these ex- 
penses? The law fixes ten cents a mile, not eight 
dollars fortwenty miles travel, as acommutation 
for traveling expenses. True, an officer of the 


| Army may travel upon your railwaysand steam- 


boats for three cents a mile; and an economical, 
prudent, and sagacious man will put the extra 
seven cents in his pocket, to meet the large ex- 
penses which he must incur when he is sent into 
your distant territories, where the Government 
makes no provision for his expenses, and where, 
perhaps, it costs him fifty to seventy-five cents a 
mile to reach his point of destination. 

A Member. And what must he eat? 

Mr. STUART. He must eat acorns. They 
live like the wild Indians of the forest when they 
are among them. They live so, because this Gov- 
ernment is too parsimonious to pay for the value 
of their services. There is a distinction between 
the civil and military men who are employed upon 
your public works; ay, there is a distinction—a 
most unjust and invidious distinction. A lieuten- 
ant in the Army is paid $1 50aday. I ask the 
attention of gentleman of the committee to the fact 
that a subaltern in the Army is paid one dollar a 
day, and there is an allowance made here to cover 


| commutation, fuel, quarters, of $1 50 aday. Grant- 


ing that, and the pay of the subaltern is $2 50 a 
day, all told, what is the civilian who is employed 
His pay is eight dol- 


for fuel and quarters, and extra expenses. And 
the civilian gets $6 50 per day pay proper, and 
$1 50 per day commutation for the same expenses. 
That is the inequality and the injustice of the 
system. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen of the committee: Few things have sur- 
prised me more than the springing up of this dis- 
cussion. I submitted a proposition, I hope the 
committee will mark, a proposition to give officers 
of- the Army when they travel the sum actually 
and necessarily expended by them, no matter 
where it is. In some portions of the Union the 
law allowing ten cents a mile to officers traveling 
is actually allowing a bonus to the officers selected 
for the purpose; while the law allowing the same 
remuneration in other parts of the Union does not 
permit the payment of the expenses actually in- 
curred. In this state of things, then, the gentle- 
men are tendered a proposition which equalizes 
this thing, which gives to each officer the sum 
actually and necessarily expended by him; and 
they decry it. Well, sir, this being the proposi- 
tion that I have submitted—one of equity and jus- 
tice, it seemed to me—it ought not to have provoked 


the opposition of gentlemen here; but [have been | 


unfortunate enough to provoke by it the ire of 
the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Sruarr.] He 
-is provoked at that simple proposition, equitable 
and just as itis. And that gentleman follows the 
lead of the Delegate from Oregon, [Mr. Layz,] 
and talks about the allowances for traveling made 
to members of Congress. Now, I beg to ask the 
gentleman from Michigan what amountof mileage 
he receives ? : ; 


:to appropriations for the Army. 


miles. SES hast MeT rite 
Mr, SMITH. How much: does he receiv 
the lump? That is what I want toiko w.c; 
Mr. STUART. _I receive just in the same pro- 
portion as the gentleman from Virginia does; | T 
receive a great deal more than I: deserves and 
great deal more than | am worth, and.so,f thin 


does the gentleman-from Virginia. [Laughter]. 


Mr. SMITH. - Now, l ask the gentleman from: 
Oregon [Mr. Lane] how much-he receives orc 

Mr. LANE. Does the gentleman. fror Vir- 
ginia [Mr..Smira] want to know that?) 00) 

Mr. SMITH. Ay. The gentleman who taunts 
me with receiving mileage at the rate of eight:dol- 
lars per twenty miles receives, I suppose, $4,000 
for mileage? ene 

Mr. LANE. § Yes; all of that. ; $ 

Mr. SMITH... Five thousand dollars? 

Mr. LANE. § Yes; all of it. ; a 

Mr. SMITH. And the gentleman from Mich- 
igan [Mr. Srvarr] receives $1,000 or $2,000, I sup- 
pose, to pay his,traveling expenses from Michigan 
to Washington ? 


Mr. STUART. No, sir; notsomuch, I wish 


I did. (Laughter.] : : 
Mr. SMITH. Well, now I:say.to these gen- 
tlemen who talk about mileage to members.. of 
Congress, that I am willing.to concur. with them 
in supporting a law for the repeal of the whole. of. 
this allowance. 
Mr. LANE. I want to reply to the 
from Virginia, if he will allow me. 
Mr. SMITH. J would cheerfully comply with 
the request of the gentleman from Oregon, if time 
allowed. , 
Mr. LANE. Then! say that the gentleman 


gen tleman 
. 


has no right to ask me a question without giving 


me a chance of replying. N 
Mr. SMITH. I put the question, and you 

might have atfswereditby saying so many thou- 

sands of dollars. - ‘ 
Mr. LANE. The gentleman should give me 


an opportunity of replying to his question, as 1. 


desire. 


Mr. SMITH. The gentleman from Oregon 


must know that five minutes is too short a time:to 
admit of more than one speech being made in it. 
I cannot comply with the gentleman’s request.: It 
is not out of disrespectto the gentleman, but from. 
necessity, that I decline to yield him the floor. 

Mr. LANE. I will not answer a question, un- 
less I am allowed to reply to it fully. te 

Mr. SMITH. You could have answered it in 
a shorter time than this discussion has consumed. 
Well, now, Mr. Chairman, this is a proposition 
which is impartial in its operation. But the gen- 
tlemen hinge an argument upon it as to the bad 
pay of the officers of the Army. I say to these 
gentlemen that I am. willing to go with them in’ 
putting this thing upon a right and proper princi- 
ple. This mileage allowance gives to officers 
in one portion, of the country a handsome addi- 
tion to their pay, while the poor starveling on. the 
frontier, who has got the hard work to do, does 
not come infor a share of it. 

Mr. STUART. They take their turns, 

Mr. SMITH. I say they do not-take their 
turns. That is the objection I have to it, When 
the actual sum necessarily expended is paid to the 
officer who travels, there will not be, perhaps, any 
anxiety to obtain orders for surveys and distant 
expeditions. I cannot understand why some of 
these gentlemen should receive less than fifty dol- 
lars a year for mileage, while so many others re- 
ceive thousands of dollars. The whole question, 
then, comes to the proposition which I make 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. STUART then withdrew his amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, moved a pro forma 
amendment, and said: Mr. Chairman, when 1 
made the motion to strike out the clause in refer- 
ence to fuel, officers” quarters, &c., I did not 
expect to draw out so interesting.a discussion as 
we have since had; but I now look upon itas -a 
public service that Í performed when 1 made the 
motion, and called upon the Committee of Waye 
and Means for explanations. ne 

Now, sir, I desire to disclaim any. opposition to 
the Army in the remarks which I make in regard 
I am friendly to 
the Army, and to the officers of the Army, many 
of whom I know personally, and:know to be men 


= 


` Mr. STUART. Eight dollars for every.twenty. 
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“éniinent.in the service; and distinguished: by ‘their 
deeds for their country, and they are worthy-6f 
the kindest consideration from the Congress of 
their country. : pE! 

But, Mr. Chairman, when I hear it stated, as 
it has been by thegenileman from Kentucky, [Mr- 
Sranron,] that:abuses, suchas he specifies, do 
exist inthe Army, and when Fhear the gentleman 
frown Virginia (Mr: Smita) charging that favorit 
ism does prevail in the Army, | am bound, by my 
sense of duty, to-call upon the Committee of Ways 

-and Means to explain some of these items. 

Sir, this bill appropriates $8,000,000, and if we 
had not been engaged so much of the session, and 
consumed so much time, upon important national 
questions, PE should have desired to call upon the 
Committee of Ways and Means to explain every 
item of the bill; and- I believe we should: be in- 
clined to cut it down more largely if we under- 
stood it. I hope the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Faviener,] the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, has his amendment ready, 
and that when we get tbrough the items of appro- 
priation.in this bill, he will offer the Senate bill 
reforming the Army, as an amendment or addi- 
tional section, and L, for one, am ready to vote for 
it. Lam'ready to vote for a reform of the Army, 
to pay cur soldiers better, and to put our whole 
military system upon a better footing than it has 
been for many long years. I am aware of the 
fact that you cannot get men. to serve in your 
armies at seven dollars a month. They ought to 
be befter paid, and I would reform the Army so 
that the pay should be more equal and just. 

I wish it to be understood, by the committee 
and the country, that, in moving to strike out the 
item of $10,000, I wished to elicit the very in- 
formation which has been given to us by the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Ha- 
ven;] because, by voting for it without that ex- 
planation, after the declaration which was made by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Stanton] 
that the officers of the Army were receiving, in 
addition to their regular pay, two dollars a day, 
and large extra allowances, we should stand, in 

‘the estitaation of the country, as giving counte- 
nance to this extra pay, a charge which E do not 
wish to subject myself to. At the same time, if 
the officers and men in the Army arenot suffi- 
ciently well paid, no man would be more ready 
to matte a reasonable increase of their pay; but I 
would, while I would increase the pay, Increase 
the work also. 

Here the hammer fell.] 

r. HOUSTON. 1 want to occupy a little 
time in explaining the paragraph which was read 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Srawron,] 
When E was upon the floor before, and he asked 
me in reference to that two dollars a day, | had 
not seen the book. It is a document which had 
not before been in my hands, and of course | 
could not explain it. But | have the book now, 
and | undertake to say to the committee that the 
gentleman bas entirely mistaken the constraction 
which the Secretary of War made, in allowing 
that which, he says, the law did not justify. I 
would like to have the gentleman answer me if he 
did not vote for the river and harbor bill of the 
last. Congress ? 

Mr. STANTON. 
such a bill in my life. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Whether he vated for it or 
not, Congress passed it, and in that appropriation 
bill there is an item introduced for the express 
purpose of allowing these two dollars a day; and 
“fT cennot see how it is to be brought up here as a 
charge egainst the Secretary of War that he has 

abused his power. 

The clause to which I refer, in the river and 
harbor bill, is as follows: 

« For repairs and contingencies of harbors and rivers, and 
to meet charges for transportation of officers, and for fuel 
aud quarters, the payment of which is no longer made by 
the quartermaster’s department, and for extra allowance to 
meet extra expenses, under the special direction of the 
Secretary of War, $10,000. 

Now, sir, the Secretary of War has not ex- 
ceeded the authority given him bylaw. You have 
made provision by law for these extra allowances. 

. You not only make provision. for travel, for com- 
mutation, for fuel, for quarters, but in addition to 
that, you made an extra allowance to meet the | 
extra expenses of these very officers; so. that 


No,sir. I never voted for 


. 


according to’ the truesense and letter of the law 
itself. l 
Mr. STANTON. Ifthe gentleman from Ala- 


letter from Lieutenant Kurtz, communicated to 
the Secretary of War, and by him communicated 
-tothe select:cominittee of which Lam a member, 
‘in which he says: age 

“The members of the Board of River and Harbor Im- 
‘provements receivea per diem of two dollars when the 
board is in session. This board was: constituted by order 
of September 5, 1452, of the Secretary of War, and was in 
session from November 24, 1852, to July 1H, 1853.7’ 

Now, sir, according to this letter, this allowance 
was given to these officers during the session of 
the board. That board was constituted by the 
order of the Secretary of War alone; and J should 
like to know what axtra expenses could be incurred 
by these officers while the board was in session? 
They are allowed by law for their fuel, for sub- 
sistence, for quarters, for. transportation, and | 
should like to know what other expenses they 
could incur to make necessary an increase of 
| salary, that they do not incur while on military 
duty? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam not here to audit the 
accounts of these boards. But I am here to ex- 
plain this provision in the bill, if I can do so. 1 
| said the Secretary of War bad carried out the 
provisions of the law in making extra allowance 
to the officers of this river and harbor board. 


allowances to meet the extra expenses of this very 
board. These officers are allowed two dollars and 
one dollar and a half per day, and no extra allow- 
ance is given to any other board, 
the gentleman from Kentucky to say, when he 
was up before, that this extraallowance was given 
to the Light House Board. 

Mr. STANTON. I did. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Where isthe evidence of it? 

Mr. STANTON. Here in the book L hold in 
my hand. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Here is the report of the 
Secretary of War in reference to this subject, in 
which he enumerates the three boards which re- 
ceive the exira pay. The first board is for river 
and harbor improvements, for which field officers 
are allowed two dollars per day, and subaltern 
officers one dollar and fifty cents per day. The 
second board is for additional canal around the 
falls of the Ohio. ‘The military officers are al- 
lowed two dollars per day, and the civil eight dol- 
lars, and trausportation. ‘This board has ceased. 
be third board is for harbor works on the At- 
| lantic coast. The military officers are allowed 


= 


which receive extra compensation. 


line of duty of the Secrerary of War, in refer- 
ence to these boards. Under thatlaw he has con- 
stituted three boards to take charge of these river 
and harbor improvements. That is ail he has 
done. The river and harbor bill, from which | 
read before, made that his duty; and | think the 
same provision is contained in the river and har- 
bor bill which passed the House a few days since. 

Mr. STANTON. 


set down with others. Colonel Abert, after enu- 
merating the officers connected with this Board, 
says: 


dollars additional was paid to officers of the Board of Engi- 
neers, to meet extra expenses, under the special direction 
of the Séeretary of War; but this was not considered ad- 
ditional pay.” 


(Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. : 

The question recurring on Mr. Smira’s amend- 
ment, it was taken, and the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. . 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to move the follow- 
ing amendment: : 

Add at the end of the bill: 


Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That of the apptopri- 
ation of $50,006 for continuing the topographical and hy- 
drographical survey of the delta of tbe Mississippi, with 
| such investigation as may lead to determine the most prac- 
į tical plan for sevuring it from inundstions, approved August 


the Secretary of War has administered the law - 


bama will allow-me-a single word; I have here-a ‘ 


Here is the-law which makes provision for extra | 


I understood | 


two dollars per day. There is no Light-Houre | 
Board in all these, and there are no other boards | 
The law Í; 
presented before, | presented as laying down the | 


If the gentleman will turn j 
to page 119, he will see that officers of the Light- | 
House Board, belonging to the engineer corps, are | 


© Under the Jaw of August 30, 1852, a per diem of two | 


| particular matter. 


31; 7852; the sum of $5,000 may be “applied. under the spe- 
cial direction of the ‘Secretary of War, tothe payment of 
any expenses eonnreted, with said surveyand investigation 


incurred prior to the Ist dag of July, 1852. 


‘Mr: Chairman, there is a small indébtedness 
growing out-of former appropriations to the ob- 
ject specified in the amendment ;.but the restriction 
of the bill of the last Congress prevents the pay- 
ment of that debt. The amendment is to remove 
ihe restriction and pay the debt, 

The amendment was adopted. : 

Mr. McDOUGALL, I move. to amend by 


adding the followingzas an additional section: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War be, and heis hereby, authorized and directed to exam- 
ine into and n the amount of expenses incurred by 
the State of California, in the suppression of Indian hos- 
tilities within the,said State, prior to the Ist of January, 
Anno pomini, 1854, and that the amountof such expenses, 
when so ascertained, be paid into the treasury of Ue said 
State: Provided, That.the sum so paid shall nofexceed in 
amount the sum of $924,259 65; whieh amount is hereby 
appropriated out of any moneys in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. i 

Mr. Chairman, this proposition, in the form of 
a bill, was reparted from the Committee on’ Mili- 
tary Affairs, with the instruction that it be moved 
as an amendment to the Army bill. 1 sought to 
obtain the floor when this bill was under general 
discussion, for the purpose of speaking to this 
Opportunity was denied me, 
in consequence of a rule adopted, that all debate 
should be on the question pending. | have caused 
the report of the Committee on Military Affairs 
to be laid on the desk of each member, and I hope 
that the committee now understand ‘the question. 
it is fmpossible for me to make an explanation of 
it in five minutes. : 

Į will state that this appropriation is to pay the 


| debt incurred by the State of California in main- 
i taining her frontiers against Indian invasion, 


Owing to the peculiar condition of California, the 
‘Federal Government has not been able to main- 
tain any considerable military force along that 
frontier. It is well understood that there are 
numerous powerful tribes of Indians inhabiting 
the borders of that State. They have been en- 
gaged in’ almost constant war upon our people, 
and the @@ung State of California, without any 
money inthe Treasury and without any resources, 
has been compelled to perform ` the offices of the 
Federal Government, and maintain a series of 
wars which have involved her in a debt of 
$1,000 000. The State of California is now pay- 
ing an annual interest upon that debt of $80,000— 
a debt incurred because the Federal Government 
was not able to discharge the first and: highest 
obligation imposed upon her by the Federal Con- 
stitution—the obligation to defend the State against 
the hostile and savage tribes inhabiting its borders. 

It will be perceived that thistamendment makes 
no absolute appropriation, but provides simply 
that the State shall be paid the amount which 
the Secretary of War shall ascertain to be due. 
The State has actually paid the amount of nearly 
$1,000,000. There can be no question about the 
absolute obligation, upon the part of the Federal 
Government to maintain the frontiers of Califor- 
nia. Not having discharged her obligations, but 
having imposed them upon the State, there.can be 
no question that the Federal Government is bound 
to reimburse to the State of California the ex- 
penses incurred by her. [call the attention of the 
committee to the fact, that in every instance where 
incursions have been made by hostile Indians, 
and the General Government has failed to furnish 
adequate protection to the frontiers, and the States 
have in consequence been compelled to call out 
their own militia, the Federal Government has 
reimbursed their expenses. She reimbursed to 
the State of Georgia the expenses incurred by her. - 
In the case of Tennessee, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Michigan, and lilinois, the expenses incurred by 
them in defending their frontiers against the In- 
dians were reimbursed. It has been always de- 
termined by Congress that the Federal Govern- 
ment was bound to meet the expenses incurred by 
the States in defending their frontiers. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I am opposed to the 
amendment, and I ask for a vote upon. it. 
MigesM ACY. I move to amend the amendment 
so È erease the appropriation five dollars. 
Mr. McDOUGASLL. T am opposed to the 
amendment. The debtincurret by the State of Cal- 
ifornia has not been improvidently incurred. Ihave 
before me a letter from the General commanding 


1854. 


on the Pacific coast, in which he states that, owing 
to the temptations to desertion and the distance | 
from the seat of Government at Washington, it is 
impossible to maintain, upon the part of the Gov- 
ernment, a sufficient force to defend the fron- 
tiers. . 4 

Again: [f wish to state to the committee that 
these accounts. were audited and settled. and paid 
according to the rules and regulations of the Army 
of the United States, T will read ‘a short extract 
from the report of the State comptroller of. Cali- 
fornia as to the mannerin which the accounts were 
settled by that State. He says: 

«* A rigid and careful serutiny has been exercised by the 
Board of Examiners, (consisting ofthe Comptroller, Treas- 
urer, and Secretary of State,) in the auditing of war claims, 
and in the allowances made therefor, Full vouchers, sat- 
isfactory proofs, and evidence of the authenticity of each 
was required, ad inthe seulement the board, as required 
by-law, endeavored to be guided ‘by the rules and regula 
tions of the United States Army,’ precisely the mode and 
manner of such settlement.” 


Now, I will further call the attention of the 
committee to some facts having a bearing on the | 
subject. There have been ten different wars with |! 
the Indian tribes of the State, and ten different | 
expeditions sentagainst.them. Theamountcalled | 
for by the State to reimburse what has been paid 
may be thought to be a very large amount. But 
gentlemen will remember that two small expedi- 
tons in Oregon have cost $380,000. We have 
appropriated at this present session of Congress :| 
$175,000 to pay for the cost of one expedition 
against the Rogue river Indians. We have also 
appropriated $175,000 to pay the expenses of the | 
Cayuse war. If a series of wars in California, | 
through a period of three years, has cost the gov- | 
ernmentof that State nearly $1,000,000, the com- | 
mittee will remember that the Florida war cost | 
the Goverriment $40,000,000. i 

This war has been on our part economically || 
conducted. Weask only that Congress will not |i 
insist on our discharging this debt; a debt upon | 
which we are paying annually an interest of || 
$80,000. The debt is not justly due from Cali- ; 
fornia. [tis due from the Federal Government. || 
It is justly due from the Federal Government, and | 
we ask that it shall be paid, not as a matter of 
favor, butas a matter of right. Ifa State can have |; 
any right under the Constitution, we have a valid | 
one in this claim, and 1 earnestly hope it may not || 
be denied to us. H 

Mr. PARKER. I do not rise to oppose the |! 

roposition of the gentleman from California. Į 
hove no doubt, from the manner in which it has 
been presented, of the merits of the question. I |! 
have no doubt that the State of California has in- |; 
curred the expensesin question for the purpose of i! 
protecting her frontier. For this expenditure she | 
ought to: be indemnified; and Congress ought to | 
indemnify her at this session. ‘There might be, 
I imagine, some question of order raised on the | 
presentation of this amendment. But under’ 
the circumstances it may be let pass. If there are 
meritorious claims involved in the ease, and no 
doubt there are, it is immaterial to me in what 
form they are presented. Congress ought to dis- 
pose of them without hesitation. If the gentle- 
man from California will admit of theamendment 
which Lam about to propose to his amendment, I 
shall go for it with great cheerfulness, and I think | 
the House oughtto adopt it with equal cheerfulness. į 
‘The amendment I propose isthis: Insert after the í 
word ‘incurred’? the words ‘and now actually i 

aid.” 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
amendment. 


i? 
Mr. PARKER. With these words I think | 
| 
1 


Certainly; I accept that | 


there can be no question but this amendment ought || 
to pass. This Government is bound to protect | 
not only the California frontier, but all the other | 
frontiers of the Republic. If these expenses have | 
been incurred by the State of California, and have | 
been actually paid, it seems to me there can be no | 
question whatever about our liability to reimburse |: 
them, and to reimburse them atonce. But if the i 
- amount is to be left open tobe determined hereafter, 
to be considered whenever it may please the State 
to pay this amount, God only knows where the 
end of it will be. Butif we find that the accounts 
are now paid it seems to me that this amendment 
should be passed without any hesitation. i 
Mr: MACY, by unanimous consent, then with- 
drew his amendment, 
Mr. ORR. I move to increase the appropria- i 


l! and citizens of California from one end of the 


‘lay. i 


| the gentleman from South Carolina whether this | 
| account has been presented to the War Depart- ! 
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tion one dollar, for the purpose of making a few 
remarks. coe Sa tik 

With the guards which the gentleman from 
California has thrown around the amendment 
which he has offered. to the cansideration-of the 
committee, | shall vote for it. [think this sum 
should be paid to the State of California. The 
circumstances of the settlement of Califernia were 
peculiar, and it was out of the questian for the 
Government to think of extinguishing the Indian 
title to that country. ‘When the annunciation 
went through the country that gold.in immense 
quantities had been discovered there, a large num- 
ber of emigrants immediately sought that region. 
They went and took possession of land belonging 
to the Indians throughout the whoie length and 
breadth of California. The Indians were driven 
back, and they commenced war upon the settlers 


State to the other. It was perfectly natural that 

they should have done so. ‘The Government had 

but very few troops there, and of the few they 

had, a large portiondeserted. It was impossible 

for the officers to keep the men in the service of 
the Government, and California was compelled 

to order out her own citizens to suppress the hos- 

tilities. These expenses were therefore incurred 

in California in making defenses which the Gov- 

ernment ought to have made, and which she was į 
doubly bound to make, for the reason that she 
had not extinguished the Iudian title. She had 
not removed, as she was bound to do, the cause 
of the war. 

The amendment which has been proposed by the 
gentleman from California is sufficiently guarded: 
and if the State of California has audited the ac- 
counts, and paid $900,000, itis just, and fair, and | 
right, that the General Government should. re- ; 
imburse this sum. ‘The sum, it Is true; looks to! 
be large, and yet you know the exceeding high 
price of everything in California at that time. 
Now, to extinguish the Indian title to the terri- 


tory situated in Georgia and Alabama, which be- i| 


longed to the Cherokee Indians, the Government 
paid more than $10,000,000, while we have not 
paid one single dollar to extinguish the Indian 
tide in the State of California. We could not have 
expected anything less than these disturbances; | 
and when the expenses thereof have been devolved 
upon the State of California, it is right and just | 
that we should compensate California for that out- 


Mr. LETCHER. I merely rise to inquire of 


ment, or to any other Department of the Govern- 
ment for investigation ? 

Mr. ORR. The amendment which. the gentle- | 
man from California has framed, directs that the | 
Secretary of War shali audit this account, and 
pay not exceeding $900,000, if the State of Cali- į 
fornia bas paid it. 

Mr. LETCHER. 


nish to the House such information as is in*their | 
i 


possession, acquired either from the State of Cal- |; 
| ifornia, or from some other source. j 


Mr. ORR. The gentleman from Virginia will | 
allow me to suggest that there is no information 


i| inany Department of this Government in relation ; 


| 
to this matter which it could furnish. ‘These | 
transactions occurred in California, and the ser- | 
vices were performed by State troops entirely, and i 
not by United States troops; and information in 
relation thereto could not be procured at the War | 
Department. 

Mr. LETCHER. This is not the first case 
which has come before Congress for indemnity | 
for expenses incurred in the defense of a Siate. | 
But the other day we had an application under 
consideration, for reimbursements of a similar 
kind to the State of New York. We have had | 
various applications since the Mexican war for 
reimbursements of expenses incurred b} States in 
that war. Why hasnot this matter been presented 
by the Department? Why has it not been re- 
ferred to a committee of this House for them to 
examine the facts, ascertain whether this money 
was due or not, and report to the House? 

Mr. ORR. This amendment is a report of a! 
committee of this House. 

Mr. LETCHER. What committee? 


i 
I understand all that; but |! 
whenever a proposition of this sort is made, it |i 
| geems to me that it ought to be presented to a De- 
| partment, and the Department be required to far- 


Mr. ORR. The Committeeon:Military:A fairs: 
‘Mr. McDOUGALL. ..:Andid. presented. that ` 
report to the gentleman:from Virginia this days: 
Mr. LETCHER. Not in-reference tothis debt, 
Mr. McDOUGALL. Yes; sir, in reference to 
this very debt. i AI yI Veber ca FG 
Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman showed: me ` 
a paper in reference to the civil debt of California, ; 
but I dø. not. recollect any in reference it f, 
Now, sir, Edo-not like the way:incwhich this 
matter comes before this committees “The mem- 
bers of the House have not-seen.any-report upon, 
this subject. We are to take it for.granted:that . 
this money has been paid, and that it isdxe.: We 
are to take it without explanation sand-without 
investigation, : py Sa 
Mr. ORR. `I wish -to ask-the gentleman from 
Virginia one question. I suppose the Secretary 
of War had ascertained that nine hundred’and 
some ‘odd thousand -dollars had been. paid ‘by 
the State of California bona fide to the citizens of 
that State for the suppression of Indian hostilities. 


| Would the gentleman say that we:should not: te- 


fund that money ? : ae ER 
Mr. LETCHER. No, sir; I would, not. say 
any thing of the sort. -o : Jih 
Mr. ORR. Now,-let me make one other te- 
mark, and I think [can obviate the -difficulty:of 
the gentleman from Virginia in reference. to this 
amendment. The amendment only, provides that 
this money shall be paid when the Secretary of 
War shall have ascertained thatit has: been act- 
ually paid by the State of California. & 
Mr. LETCHER. But let me ask my. friend 
from South Carolina how we are to. know that 
the money has been paid in good faith by Califor- 
nia? How are we to know that that State bas 
not paid out nominally or really. two, three, or 
four times as much as was necessary, and now 
comes here to have the whole amount paid back 
by the United States Government ? ogee 


Mr. ORR. Does the gentleman suppose a 
sovereign State of this Confederacy. koalisar to 
work in this manner to trump up claims against 
the Government for the benefit of her citizens? 

Mr. LETCHER. I know that such. intima- 
tions have been made with regard to Virginia. © 

Mr. ORR. But nobody would: believe them, 
especially of Virginia, ; we E E 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, I want the: 
ter fairly understood; that is all. 

Mr. ORR. Iwil withdraw my amendment. 

The question now being upon Mr.MeDoreaLr’s 
amendment, ea 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers. . 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dickinson 
and Wuxrrer were sppointed. 

The question was then taken; and the ‘tellers 
reported—ayes 95, noes 28. ` au : 

So the amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. BENTON. I offer the following amend- 
ment: i ' : 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Seeretary-of 
War be, and he hereby is, authorized and empowered to 
sell and convey to the city of St. Louis, the ground ‘on 
which the St. Louis arseunt vow stands, with the perma- 
nentand fixed improvements: Provided, The city shall first 
pay into the 'T easury of the United States the sum, of 
$250,000, which sum, when so paid, shall be immediately 
applicable, and hereby iy appropriated, to the construction 
ot another arsenal, and the removal thereto” df the arms, 
munitions, machinery, and tools, now in the St. Lonia arse- 
nal: And provided also, That possession of the said arsenal 
and ground shall not be delivered to the said city ontil after 
the new arsenal is built, and the arms, munitions, machin- 
ery, and tools aforesaid removed thereto: Ana provided fur- 
ther, That the cession, when made, and possession thereof 
delivered, shal] remain forever a public park. 


If I can get the attention of the committee for 
three or four minutes, I wish to explain this 
amendment.. In the first place, I have to say that 
i believe it differs from all the amendments here- 
tofore offered; inasmuch as it makes no appropri- 
ation. The case, sir, is this, There was an 


mät- 


| arsenal built near St. Louis many years ago, when 


the country around it was desolate and deserted. 
There was also a magazine built there, but the 


| progress of population required that it should be 


removed. The progress of population about the 
arsenal now requires that it should be removed 
also, Ten or twelve miles below the city, the 
Government own a tract of land where the bar- 
racks and magazine ure situated. . The proposal, 
then, is to transfer this arsenal, or rather to super- 
sede it, by one built upon the- barrack tract. 
This subject was referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs “at: the commencement of the 
session. . We sent it for consideration to the Sec- 
retary of. War; and as bis answer is very brief, I 
will read-it. Itis as follows: 


War DEPARTMENT, 


WASHINGTON, January 27,1854. 


Sr: I have considered the subject’of the resolution left’ 


by you at this Department, directing an inquiry into the 
expediency of ceding to the city of St. Louis, for the pur- 
pose of a public. park, the ground ou. which the United 
States arsenal now stands, and I herewith transmit a report 
from the Colonel-of Ordnance on the subject. 

Esee no objection to the cession if time be allowed, and 
means be provided, for the construction of an arsenal on 
another cite, and the removal thereto of the arms, muni- 
tions, machinery, tools, &c., now at St. Louis arsenal, for 
which. purposes. the sùm of $250,000 is estimated to be 
required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JREF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 
Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, of the Committee on Military 

Affuirs, House of Representutives. R 

Accompanying the letter is one from the Ord- 

` nance Department, which goes more into the de- 

-tails upon which the Secretary comes to his con- 
clusions. The ordnance officer says that the pres- 
ent arsenal cannot be broken up until another is 
provided. The present arsenal should not be va- 
cated or superseded till the new one is built. The 
Ordnance Department could not possibly dispense 
with the present one till a new one is constructed, 
The letter goes on to say: ê 

«c On the other hand, there seems no doubt that since the 
original location of the arsenal, the extension of the city 
has brought the two into an inconvenient and disadvanta- 
geous proximity for both, and that the removal ofthe ar- 
senal to a site further from the city is desirable. The erec- 
tion of proper buildings on the new site, and the removal 
of the ordnance stores and supplies thither, would cost, it 
is estimated, $250,000. If nfeans to this extent should be 
furnished either by the city of St. Louis, in consideration 
of the cession, or by an appropriation by Congress for the 

` purpose, the erection of the buildings and the removal of 
the stores might follow as soon as practicable, and when 
that is done E know of no objection to the cession of the 
present arsenal to the city”? 

The conditions mentioned here have been rigor- 
ously provided for in the amendment which | 
have proposed. And I have to say that it is de- 
sirable, as we all know, that military establish- 
ments should be taken out of cities. ‘Nothing is 
so inconvenient to ‘a military establishment as the 
immediate proximity of a town. On the other 
hand, it is exceedingly desirable that the city of 
St. Louis should have some outlet-—some breath- 
ing place. When that town was laid out, its des- 
tiny was not foreseen. It is now without parks, 
without public grounds, without a place for recre- 
ation, where the population of the place may go 
for health and amusement. And, since the lands 
in and about the city have become so valuable, 
they have been cut up into small parcels, so that 
it has now become impossible to get ground large 
enough for the purpose of a place of recreation 
for the inhabitants. The ground occupied by the 
arsenal is wanted for this purpose by the city; 
and, in this point of view, the Congress of the 
United States would find an inducement to go as 
far as possiblé in making this cession, even if it 
were sought gratuitously. But we ask nothing 
gratuitously. ‘The land perhaps originally cost 
some twenty or thirty dollars per acre, and it is 
now valued at $6,000; and we would takeit at that 
rate, 

Mr. ROWE. 
these grounds? 

Mr. BENTON. There are 37 67-100 acres in 
it. 

Mr. McMULLIN, ; 
purpose of obtaining information from the gentle- 


How many acres are there in 


man from Missouri, than to impart information ` 


to the committee. 

This piece of property is one of the most de- 
sirable portions of land which I know of in the 
entire West. It may be that the sum of $250,000, 
proposed in the amendmentis ample and sufficient; 
but, sir, 1 am inclined to doubt, from the fact of 
the vast and growing population of St. Louis, 
and from the very large prices which are asked 
for and obtained for real estate in that city, 
whether that sum is sufficient. I therefore desire 
to propound to the gentleman from Missouri one 
ortwo igterrogatories, Idesire to know whether 
the sum of $250,000 will place the Government in 
possession of a site and buildings for an arsenal 
in every respect equal to those which are now 
owned there by the Government? Secondly, 


I desire to know of the gentleman whether or | 


not the Government could not dispose of its prop- 


Í rise, sir, more for the ! 
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erty at that point for a sum: much greater than 
$250,000? If I can be satisfied upon those points, 
the probability is that I will give the amendment 
my vote. But my experience is, that whenever the 
Government enters into a transaction of this sort 
with individuals, cities, or corporations, the Gov- 
ernment gets the worst of the bargain.” 

In this case I desire no-advantage of the citizens 
of St. Louis, but, on the other hand, I am desir- 
ous to deal liberally with them, if the judgment 
of the Secretary of War, communicated to this 
House, is correct. But I desire to have the entire 
communication. read to the committee. If, how- 
ever, no injury is to arise to the Government, cer-" 
tainly I shall not oppose the amendment; but I 
desire to be fully informed before | vote. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Irise to a question 
of order. Itis, that this whole preposition is new 
matter, and without any previous authority of 
law. 

Mr. S. then read the amendment, as inserted | 
above. ý 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
question of order, and entertains the amendment for 
this reason: It is a proposition to appropriate 
money for the purpose of reérecting an arsenal, 
which has already been repaired and built by ap- 
propriations heretofore made by law. ` 

Mr. LETCHER. I very respectfully appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. - 

The question being ‘* Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Orr and Kerr 
appointed. , 

The question was then taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 82, noes 35. ; | 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment decided to be in order. Í 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. Chairman, I will now 
answer the questions put by the gentleman from | 
Virginia, The first is as to procuring ground for j 
asite. In answer to that, I have to say that the | 
United States now possess, as a free gift of the in- 
habitants, seventeen hundred acres of land about | 
ten miles below St. Louis, on which are the Jeffer- 
son barracks and the powder magazine, the latter of | 
which was removed from this place. They have, 
therefore, ample ground. The seventeen hundred 
acres is on the bank of the river, running up and 
down. So much for the new site. 

As for this $250,000 being sufficient to build it, 
I refer to the letter of H. K. Craig, accompanying 
the letter from the Secretary of War. It contains 
all the material of the Secretary’s conclusion. 
The opinion of the ordnance officer, as well as 
that of the Secretary of War, is, that $250,000 
will be enough. When we come to compare it 
with the cost of the present building, we find that 
the Jatter has been constructed in the most perma- 
nent manner for $163,000. Then what ts pro- 
posed to be paid is nearly $100,000 more than į 
what the present building cost. | know that the i 
present building is patch-work, and has been | 
enlarged from year to year. | 

Mr. MeMULLIN. There is an important | 
interrogatory, to which I wish to direct the gen- | 
tleman’s attention, and that is in regard to the | 
improving value of this property. Is $250,000 a | 
sufficient consideration for the property ? j 

Mr. BENTON. Here is the answer of the || 
Colonel of Ordnance to that point: | 
“The site selected, and on which the arsenal now | 
stands, contains 37 64-100 acres, aud is estimated to be now | 


worth at, least $200,000, exclusive of the inclosing walls, | 
interior fences, drains, culverts, and roads, which are valued || 
at $30,000. The buildings which are constructed in the 


i 

most permanent manner, are valued at $163,010. The arms | 
i 

i 


i and munitions of war of all kinds, together with the ma- 


chinery, and tools in store and in use, are valued at 
$1,275,773. ‘The proposed cession to the city of St. Louis, | 
forthe purpose stated in the resolution, will require the 
abandonment of the land, with its permanent and fixed im- 
provements, and of the buildings, the value of which 
amounts to $393,010, and the removal of the rest of the pub- 
lic property. t 

« St. Louis arsenal is the only arsenal west of the Mis- 
sissippi, (and excepting that at Pittsburg the only arsenal in 
the West,) where constructions and repairs of artillery, | 
carriages, implements, arms, accouterments and ansmuni- 
tion can be carricd on to a large extent. It has now great 
facilities for doing such work, and nearly all the supplies 
for the West and Northwest are prepared there. It cannot 
be abandoned without very great injury to the public in- 
terest and service, until another and similar arsenal is 
constructed in that part of the country to supply tts place, 
and the arms, munitions, and all the movable apparatus 


at the present arsenal are transferred thither. The cession 


to the city of St. Louis, until-after: this shall have been 
done, is, in my opinion, altogether inexpedient. 

«Gn the other hand, there seems no doubt that since the 
original location of the arsenal, the extension of tbe city 
has brought the two: into'an inconvenient and disadvant- 
ageous proximity for both, and that the removal of the 
arsenal toa site further from the eity is desirable. The 
erection of proper buildings on the new site, and the re- 
moval of the ordnance stores and supplies thither, would 
cost, it is estiniated, $950,000. If means to this extent 
should be furnished, either by the city of St. Louis, in von- 
sideration of the cession, or by an -appropriation by Con- 
gress for the purpose, the erection of the buildings and tbe 
removal of the stores might follow as soon as practicable $ 
and when that is done, ] know of no objection to the ees- 
sion of the present arsenal to the city.” 

I have-to say that the present arsenal is disad- 
vantageous to the United Statés in two particulars. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. LETCHER. I cannot see why there 
should be any difference between disposing of the 
arsenal at St. Louis, and disposing of the one at 
Wilmington, Delaware. When Congress were 
called upon at the last session to dispose of the 
arsenal in Wilmington, they required that the 
property should be advertised for sixty days, put 
up at public sale, and sold -to the highest bidder. 
It was accordingly disposed of in that way. It 
is proposed now to give to the city of St. Louis, 
for the nominal sum of $250,000, land which I 
understand is intrinsically and actually worth to 
St. Louis at this time, if put into the market and 
sold to the highest bidder, $500,000. It is pro- 
posed to give them property actually worth 
$500,000 for half that sum. W hat authority has 
Congress to dispose of this property for so inad- 
equate a price? 

Mr. BENTON. What authority has the gen- 
tleman for saying that it is worth $500,000? 

Mr. LETCHER. I have the authority of’ 
gentlemen from: Missouri who so inform us, who 
fix its value at that sum. 

Mr. BENTON, The Ordnance Office says a 
quarter of a million. ; 

Mr. LETCHER. The distinguished gentle- 
man, when called upon to say what it was worth, 
did not answer at all, except by reading the letter. 
I imagine this property is worth half a million. 
If this property is to be disposed of, why not let 
the Government dispose of it as it disposed of the 
public ground and arsenal in Wilmington, by 
patting it up at public auction, to be sold to the 

ighest bidder? There are thirty-seven acres of 
ground there on which this arsenal is located. 
Now, what particular necessity exists for removing 
the arsenal from its present location? None atall 
that I know of. Here is a piece of ground which 
cannot be purchased at public auction for perhaps 
less than halfa million or a million of dollars. 
Here is this arsenal located and built by the Gov- 
ernment, and nowit is proposed to us that we are 
to dispose of these grounds and buildings, and 
erect a new arsenal on another piece of ground 
belonging to the Government of the United States. 
Is there any guarantee that a new building could 
be constructed capable of accommodating this 
establishment at $250,000? . 

I imagine there is no such guarantee. So far as 
these expenditures for the erection of public build- 
ings are concerned, we all know, from actual ex- 
periment, that it requires from two to five times ag 
much now to accomplish a particular result in the 
construction of Government buildings as it did ten 
or twenty years ago. If the Government has no 
need of this land in the city of St. Louis, we 
should pass a law exactly the same in all respects 
as we passed in the case of Wilmington arsenal. 
The people of St. Louis occupy precisely the 
same position in this matter that the people of 
Wilmington did in that. We should pass a bill 
placing the property in the market, and after due 
notice, allowing it to be sold to the highest bidder. 
And then let the city of St. Louis take it at what- 
ever is ascertained at public outery to be its value. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri by 
adding thereto’ $150,000, making the sum to be 
paid $400,000. This, Mr. Chairman, is a very 
important question, and I beg the attention of the 
committee to the fact, that according to the exhibit 
of the Secretary of War, produced here to-day 
by the honorable gentleman from Missouri, this 
property is estimated as being worth $393,000 at 
least. Now, l beg particular attention to that 
fact. Sir, I think that estimate greatly below the 
real value. I should not be at all surprised, if the 
Government should choose to appoint a commis- 
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sidn to go and dispose of the property at its real 
value, that the Government would receive from 
$500,000 to $1,000,000. According to the State 


computations, property in St. Louis is he most : 
y r St. Louis $i 
is destined to become the London of America. | 


valuable property in the entire West. 


You can hardly conceive the value of real estate 
there. 


Mr. LETCHER, If my colleague will allow ` 


me, { would make a suggestion as to another sim- £| 


ilar instance to this, which occurred in the history 
of Congress, 
of Rome, in the State of New York, where an 
arsenal was located, and where the lands were 
sold in exactly the same way as this piece of 
ground in Wilmington, to the highest bidder. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I thank my colleague for 
his suggestion and information. ‘There was an- 
other instance of the same character which took 
place in Chicago. The Government there owned 
property which it came within the contemplation 
of the city of Chicago to procure; and it had to 
pay the highest price for it. So in these various 


cities alluded to we have evidence that the proper- |; 


ty of the United States should be so disposed of. 
I hold-it to be the duty of Congress, in disposing 
of such property, to dispose of it on the best and 
most advantageous terms. I have no sort of ob- 
jection to provide by law thatthe Secretary of 
War shall appoint a commissioner to go to St. 
Louis, and examine the property, and make a re- 


rt on the meeting of this Congress on the first | 


0 
Monday in December next. Let justice, even- 


handed justice, be done as between the city of St. | 


Louis and the Government of the country. 


Bat, sir, according to the evidence which we have | 


in this case, we are called upon to do what? To 
dispose of property which, at the lowest estimate, 
is worth $350,000. 1 put the question to every 
member of this committee, are you prepared 
to-day to sell $350,000 worth of property for 
$250,000? A gentleman near me says the prop- 
erty is worth $400,000. I take occasion tu say 


again, that the value ef this property is almost jj 


inealculable, and it cannot be worth much less than 


4500,000; and if it were worth 41,000,000, I | 
We should act in ref- |! 


should not be surprised. 
erence to this case as we would in a matter in 
which we were individually interested. 
we as individuals be prepared to make this sacri- 
fice? I am anxious to see the citizens of St. Louis 
accommodated, 

Alere the hammer fell.] 

Ar. STANTON, of Tennessee. I am opposed 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia 
to increase the amount, whatever that increase 
may he. 


$393,000. One hundred and sixty-three thousand 


dollars of that amount is made up in the value of | 


‘the buildings, which, for the purposes of a public 
park, for which the property is desired by the 
@tizens of St. Louis, would be of no value. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, (interrupting.) The ! 


gentleman speaks of the uses to which this ground 
is to be applied. I ask the gentleman if we have 
the right to direct that the citizens of St. Louis 
shall appropriate this property for the purpose of 
a pudlic park. 

Mr. STANTON. We have no such power or- 
dinarily; but when the city of St. Louis proposes 
to take the property upon that condition, I sup- 
pose it is perfectly in our power to annex that 
condition to the sale—and especially to agift. It 
may be true that this land is worth $500,000. It 
may be true that it is worth $800,000. But it 
must be remembered that this is not a proposi- 
tion to give this property to St. Louis for $250,000, 
to be sold out by it for town lots, and for the 
purpose of thereby putting two or three hundred 
thousand dollars into the Treasury of St. Louis. 
It is for the purpose of being used as a park. 


Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting.) I would like |! 


| faires ad interim at that Court; which was referred || 


to ask thegentleman whether, if put into a park, 
it would be worth anything? j 

Mr. STANTON. Whether it is worth any- 
thing or not, | presume the Government of the 
United States might rely upon the faith of the 
citizens of St. Louis to apply it to that purpose. 
And if the land is worth $500,000, the city of St. 
Louis propose to supply an amount sufficient to 


transfer this arsenal, and to rebuild it upon prop- ; 


erty already in the possession of the United States, 


I refer him to the case of the city | 


It is true that in the letter from the | 
ordnance office, which has been read, the value | 
‘of this ground and these buildings is stated to be | 


Would | 


i: referred to the Committee on the District of Col- |: 


j 


| do now adjourn. 


| agents of the Post Office Department, praying an 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


and for which.the Government has no other use. 
I do not consider that it is overstepping the bounds 
of propriety, or doing anything which is. not just, |! 
in transferring this property to St. Louis. it is | 
true, sir, as I said before, that the Government, by 
turning land speculator, and selling out this land | 
in town lots, might get a little more than is here 
proposed to be given for it. But 1, for one, am 
willing to forego that advantage, and give it to St. 
Louis. Í 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
mittee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Wricut, 
of Pennsylvania,) reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
to order, had the Union generally under consider- 
ation, and particularly the bill of the House (No. 
95) ‘* making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending 30th June, 1855,” and 
had come to no conclusion thereon.. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. l move that the House 


1 move that the com- 


The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at | 
twenty minutes before four o’clock, p.m.) the | 
House jo until to-morrow at eleven o’clock: 
a.m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, July 19, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Suiger. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of || 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, | 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- | 
lowing enrolled bill and joint resolution: 

Bill for the relief of Charies Staples, of the State 
of Maine; and 

Joint resolution in relation to fixing the com- 
pensation of the employees in the legislative de- 
partment of the Government, and to prohibit the | 
usual extra compensation to such as receive the 
benefits hereof. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore then signed the 
above named bills. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


t 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the | 
petition of William Walker, for himself and the | 
heirs of Hénry E. Walker, praying that they may | 
be authorized to locate lands granted to them by 
the fourteenth article of the treaty of Upper San- 
dusky, Ohio, dated March 17, 1842, entered into || 
between the United States and the Wyandott 
tribe of Indians, or to be allowed a commutation į 
in money for the said lands; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of route |j 


increase of compensation; which was referred to |; 


Mr. SUMNER. I present a memorial of | 
Charles Francis Adams and three hundred other | 
inhabitants of the town of Quincy, Massachu- || 
setts, without distinction of party, Whigs, Demo- ii 
cracts, and Independent Democrats, asking for the | 
repeal of the act of Congress known as the fugi 
tive slave law. Į move that it be referred to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

It was so referred. 


umbia. $ 

Also, the memorial of Horatio J. Perry, secre- |i 
tary of legation of the United States at Madrid, | 
praying compensation for services as chargé d’af- |! 


to the Committee on Foreign Relations. # {i 
Mr. ROCKWELL presented the petition of i! 
Peter Parker, secretary of legation of the United į 
States, and Chinese interpreter at Canton, pray 
ing compensation for services as chargé d’affaires $ 
ad interim at that Government; which was referred |! 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of El 


i 
i 


li tiot Smith, William C. Green, and Nathan Farns- i 


| the fugiuve slave law of 1850; which was referred: 


worth, praying to be.allowed salvage: of the ship” 
Charles Wharton, employed:.asa: Government: 
transport, and rescued by theny when in: distress’ 
off Tampa bay, and compensation for theirtimey*: 
and the cargoes of their vessels. which they: were 
compelled to throw overboard to effect the rescue 
of said ship; which was referred to thë Commiit-3 
tee on Claims. s Fer 
Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
Condersport, Pennsylvania, praying the repeal of « 


to the Committee on the Judiciary... z 
Also, a petition of citizens. of Portage county; 
Ohio, praying that a homestead of. one-hundred 


| and sixty acres of land may be granted: to actual! 


settlers; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Highland county, 
Ohio, praying that measures may be taken’ to ses: 
cure to American citizens abroad the-rights of.) 
worship and of burial according to their religious 
belief; which was referred to the. Committee on: 
Foreign Relations. S be rea Ga 
Mr. BRIGHT submitted documents in relation., . 
to the claim of Edward R. S. Canby to compen: 
sation for services ae custodian and translator of 


the public archives of California, and in arranging, >s - 


and in part indexing the same; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. - ; ov 
Mr. WELLER presented the memorial of Wil=: 
liam L. Blanchard, praying Congress for relief 
for losses sustained on account of the Postmaster 
General’s abrogation of his contract for carrying 


| the mail froin Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, to 


Sacramento City, California; which was referred: 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


‘| Roads. ` 


PETITIONS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Wolcott haw- 
rence, late of Monroe, Michigan, deceased, be withdrawn, 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That Thomas H. Duval have leave to withdraw >: 
his petition and papers, Pae 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, | - 
to whom was referred the petition of Ephraim 
Hunt, praying compensation for his services as a 
soldier in the late war with Great Britain, sub- ° 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which was read, and passed to asecond read- ` 
ing. The report was ordered to be printed. © . 
Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom were referred a memorial 
of officers and soldiers, praying indemnity for 
clothing and other property lost by the wreck of. 


| the steamship Winfield Scott, and a memorial of 


Colonel William Gates, United States. Army, : 
praying remuneration for property lost by the 
wreck of the steamship San Francisco, reported a 
bill for the relief of the officers and soldiers of the 
United States Army, who sustained loss by the 
disasters to the steamships Winfield Scott and San 
Francisco; which was read, and passed to à second 
reading. 

Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom were referred documents in the case of 
the claim of Israel Ketcham, for indemnity for ' 
losses sustained by him as sub-contractor in the 
erection of fortifications in Dauphin Island, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his re- 


‘| lief; which was read, and passed to a second read- 


‘ing. 


The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Cyrus Palmer and Lafayette Bach, owners of the 
schooner Demarisco, praying compensation for 
rescuing certain shipwrecked American seamen, 
under a contract with the collector of the customs 
at the port of Puget’s Sound, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce; which 
was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of James P. Espy,- 
praying the purchase by the United States of his 
ventilator for ships, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to, 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on 


` Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memo- 


rial of Richard S. Coxe, William A. Bradley, and 
Gilbert L. Thompson, offering. to. furnish ‘the 
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Navy with: compressed coal, asked: to be ‘dis- 
charged from its further consideration. 
Mr. MALLORY said that, by a special: enact- 


meat in 1851, the Secretary of the Navy had the | 


fall cnarge over the whale matter. 
The committee were accordingly discharged: 


: Mr, THOMSON, of New Jersey, from. the} 


Committee on Agricniture, to whom was referred: 
the memorial of Warren'& Son, for themselves 


and others, of: California, praying the establish- | 


ment of an agricultural college, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further: consideration; which was 
agreed to. 


Mr. EISH, from the Committee on Naval Af- | 


fairs, to whom: was referred the memorial of the 
officers and crew of the United States frigate St. 


Lawrence, asking to be allowed an increase of | 


pay, submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. SLIDELL, -from the Committee on For- 


eign Relations, to whom was referred the petition | 


of Puig, Mir & Co., praying that certain duties 
paid by them upon American casks and barrels 
may be refunded, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Finance; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
. was referred the memorial of Puig, Mir & Co., 


of New Orleans, praying the return of duties paid | 


by them upon certain coffee imported into that city 
in two Spanish brigs, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill for their relief; which was. read, 
and passed to a second reading. ‘The report was 
ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa, asked and obtained the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to introduce a 


bill making a grant of land to the State of lowa, | 


in alternate sections, to aid in the construction of 
certain railroads in said State; which was read a 
first and second time by irs title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRIGELT, in pursuance of previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a hill for | 


the relief of Lieutenant Colonel Edward R. S. 
Canby; 
by its ti 
Claims, 

Mr. GWIN asked and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill granting 
the right of way tothe Marysville and Benicia 
Railroad Company through and over the grounds 
of the United States at Benicia, in California; 


which was read a first and second time by its title, | 


and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 


Mr, HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill from the 


House of Representatives making appropriations | 


for light-houses, light-borts, buoys, &e., and pro- 


viding for the erection and establishment of the | 
gamo, and for other purposes, reported the same | 


back without amendment, and recommended its 
passage. 
INDIAN OFFICE CLERKS. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


the office of Indian Affairs. 
claim, and I hope it will be acted on now. 


The bill was read a first and second time by | 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Commit- | 


tee of the Whole. 
It proposes to require the Com 


maining unpa 


to July 18, 1849, on the business of reservations 


and grants under 


for, as authorized by the act of May 9, 
** providing 
therein named, and for other purposes,” and sub- 


sequent acts and joint resolutions extending its | 


prov 
due, 
appropriated for that purpose. 


isions; and to pay the amount so found to be 


T'he bill was reported to the Senate without : 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 
FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 


Mr. PETTIT. The Committee on the Judi- | 
etary, to whom were referred sundry petitions and. || be understood. 


which was read a first and second time | 
tle, and referred to the Committee on | 


Tam instructed by the Com- | 
mittee on Finance to report a bill for the relief of |: 
lt is a small private | 


missioner of In- | 
dian Affairs to ascertain the amount due and re- | 
id to either of the two clerks who | 
were employed in the office from April Ist, 1846, |; 


Indian treaties; to make their | 


compensation equal to thesum appropriated there- | 
1836, | 


for the salaries of certain officers | 


The sum of $1,119 80 is proposed to be | 


| of the Senate, for the fiscal year ending the 30th ultimo, be 


| bly of $1,000 for the additional compensation to | 


| present consideration. 4 


| prehended in the act of Congress of September 9, 
; 1850.” 


| Committee of the Whole proceeded to consider 
! the bill. 


| fied in the certificates or other evidences of debt 


‘| 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
i 


! to thecommittee, who, on the 1st of July reported |! 


| give their attention to what the Secretary is about 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third || to read. ‘Phat portion which he has just read the 
i committee recommend to strike out, and it is the 


i| substitute which he is now about to read on which 


k ! 
memorials, praying for the repeal of the fugitive 
slavelaw, havehad the same under consideration, 
and being of the opinion that legislation upon that 
subject is inexpedient, have directed me to report 
them back, and ask to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject. 

The PRESIDENT. Will theSenate discharge 
the committee from the’ further consideration of 
these various memorials? 

The committee were discharged. 


OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. MASON. I offer the following resolu- | 


tion: 
Resolved, That the additions allowed by the resolution 
of the 17th instant to the officers and others in the service 


paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate. i 


I have conferred with the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, who says that it is desirable | 
this resolution should pass, in order to simplify the 
accounts. ‘The effect of it is simply to charge the ji 
contingent fund of the Senate with thesum proba- 


those officers whose payment relates back to the 
commencement of the fiscal year. lask for its 


There being no objection, the resolution was 
considered and agreed to. 


TEXAS DEBT. 
Mr. BRIGHT. l gave notice on Monday that 
I should ask, yesterday morning, for the consider- 
ation of the bill reported from the Committee on 
Finance ‘to provide for the payment of such 
creditors of the late Republic of Texas as arecom- 


] did not make the motion then, in con- 
sequence of other business intervening, but I 
move now to take up that bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate as in 


"The bill originally introduced by Mr. Tuomr- 
son, of Kentucky, provided for the issue of; 
$8,333,000 of three per cent. stock, redeemable 
at pleasure after twenty years from January l, |) 
1851; which was to be distributed amongst the 
parties holding evidences of the debt of the late 
Republic of ‘Texas, for the payment of the inter- 
est or principle of which the revenues on imports 
were either specially or generally pledged. The 
parties before receiving the stock were to file in 
the Treasury Department a full discharge of any 
alleged or actual claim against the United States 
on account of this portion of the Texas debt. It | 
also provided that in estimating the amount of | 
such debts held against Texas, interest should be 
included up to January. 1, 1851, at the rate speci- 


issued by Texas. 

The Committee on Finance, to whom the bill 
was referred, reported it back on the 15th of June, 
1854, with a substitute proposing to distribute 
$6,500,000 in cash, pro rata, among the holders of | 
such bondsor other evidences of debt of the late |; 
Texan Republic, as were reported to be within the 
provisions of the act of Congress, of September 9, 
1850, by the late Secretary of the Treasury, in his | 
report to the President of the United States, ap- 
proved by him on the 13th of September, 1851. It; 
also provided that the creditors should release their | 
claims, and that the Texas Legislature should re- ij 
lease the United States from ail liability on account | 
of the $5,000,000 in stock, reserved under the pro- | 
visions of the act of September 9, 1850; and that if | 
Texas should not, before January 1, 1855, either 
release the United States, or procure from the 
creditors releases of all claim by them against the 
United States, interest should from that ume cease 
upon the reserved $5,000,000. 

On the Qist of June the bill was recommitted | 


ji 
| 
i 
i 
l 
H 


it with an amendment to strike out all after the i 
enacting clause, and insert a substitute, ji 
The bill was read by the Secretary. | 
Mr. BRIGHT. As time is very valuable to 
the Senate, I should be glad if Senators would 


the Senate is called to act. i Hope, therefore, Sen- 
ators will give their attention to it so that it may 


3 


i of Texas in five per cent. 


j pgoved by him onthe} 


| evidences of debt had Mot been made by the St 


i for the purposé of 


i settled, you anticipate the balance of the tim 


The substitute was read, a8 follows: 
Thatin lieu of the siim of 85,000,000, payable to the State 
stock of the United States, by 
the act entitted “ Am act proposing to the State of Texas the 
establishment of ber northern and western boundaries, the 
relinquishment by the said State of all territory claimed by 
her exterior to said boundaries, and of all her claims npon 
the United States, and to establish a territorial government 
for New Mexico,2 passed September 9, 1850, the issuing of 
which stock was restricted by the frst- provis», to the fifth 
proposition cohtained in the first section of said act, the 
Secretary of the Treacury be, and 
and directed to pay to the credilors of the late Republic of 
Texas, who hold such bonds or other evidences of debt for 
which the revenues of that Republic were pledged, as were 
reported to be within the provisions of the said act of Sep- 
tember 9th, 1850, by the report ot the late Secretary of 
the Treasury to the President of the United States, and ap- 
3th day of September, 1851, or which 
cme within the provisions of said act, according to the 
opinion upon the Texas compact of the present Attomey 
General of the United States, addressed to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, under date of September 26, 1853, the sum 
of $8,500,000, to be apportioned among the said holders, 
pro rata. y ý 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, Thatin all cases where 
the State of ‘Texas may have paid any portion of the debt 
described in this act, the said Seeretary shall refund to the 
proper officer of said State the amount actually so paid by 
the State upon the presentation at the Treasury Depart- 
ment of the evidences of said debt, on which the said State 
may have made such payment: Provided, The said sum 
shail not exceed the proportion which would have been al- 
lowed to the creditor or errditors, if such payment ou said 
ate of Texas, 
and where any origital certificates or other evidences of 
debt have been surrendered to the authority of the State of 
JYexas,such new certificates shall be received as evidences 


| of the original amount of the e im. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no payment 


| shall be made under this act to any holderof said securities, 
or evidences of debt, unless the said hotder shall first exe, 


cute to the United States a receipt for the said payment, in 
which said holder shail forever release all claim against 
the United States for or on account of the said securities or 
evidences of debt, aud sball also indorse upon said security 
or evidence of debt, a credit for the amount so received by 
said bolder, in such form as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may prescribe, and the said certificates, or other evidences 
of debt, shall thea be deposited with the Treasary Depart- 
ment for the benefit of those whom it may concern, until 
otherwise directed by law. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That hefore pay- 
ment of the moneys aforesaid, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall give notice, by public advertisement, for the space 
of ninety days, of the time at which said payment will be 
made, and no payment shall be made on any bond, certifi- 
cate, or evidence of debt, which shall not, thirty days before 
the ime linited by said notice, be presented at the Treas- 
ury Department. í 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$8,500,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of 
any moneys iu the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
carrying into effect the provisions of this 
act. 

Seo. 6. Ani be it further enacted, That thisact shall not 
take effect until itshall be dssented to by an act of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Texas, and a copy of the act of said 
State, duly autheoiicated, deposited in the ‘Treasury De- 
partment at Washington. 


The pending question was on this amendment; 
and it was agreed to. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, this subject has 
been so long before the Senate, that I should con- 
sider it a waste of time this morning to go into 
the general arguments connected with the ques- 
tion, I deem it proper, however, to state the 
basis upon which the committee have acted in 
making this recommendation. The bill upon its 
face would indicate that it is an appropriation out 
of the Treasury for the purpose of paying this 
debt. Such is not the fact. 

The amount proposed to be paid by the bill, as 
it now stands, was appropriated by one of what 
are known as the compromise measures of 1850. 
In the act of 1850, defining and settling a bound- 
ary between Texas and the United States, the sum 


of $10,000,000 was appropriated, $5,000,000 of 


which was reserved for the purpose of relieving 
the United States from any liability that might 
result in consequence of the debt of Texas, for 
which her import duties had been previously 
pledged. 

The five millions reserved is in the shape of 
stock—five per cent. stock-—which is now worth 
in the market, with interest and premium, six and 
ahalf millions of dollars. The amount proposed 
to be appropriated by the bill is just the amount 
which will be due at the expiration of the time 
when this stock matures. Hence, the only point 
presented for the consideration of the Senate Is, 
whether, for the purpose of settling this vexed 
question, which has been before the Senate for 
years past, and will be for years to come, unless 
e this 
debt has to run; that is to say, pay the interest 
now, instead of at the end of the time. 


July 19; 


s hereby, authorized . 


a 


1854.. 


ae 


atearen 


Mr. SHIELDS. If I understand the subject 
aright, the Government owes $5,000,000, and: the 
interest which is tọ accrue upon the $5,000,000. 
This bill contemplates giving the $5,000,000 and 
the supposed premium. upon the stock, and the 
interest upon the debt and the premium together. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The billcancels thé obligation 
of the United States to issue the. stock. That 
stock is now worth in the market a premium of 
fourteen percent... The $5,000,000, together with 
interes} and premium, on the Ist of January last, 
would have amounted: to $6,500,000 if the stock 
were issued; but this. bill cancels the obligation of 
the United States to issue the stock, and requires 

. the payment in money. The stock matures in a 
little over nine years from this time. Five years 
of the time, in round numbers, has expired. 

Mr. SHIELDS. l wish to ask the honorable 
Senator what the amount of the original debt, 
which is $5,000,000, and the interest aceruing 
upon the $5,000,000, wiil be at the expiration of 
that time? 

Mr. BRIGHT. Just what is appropriated in 
the bill. The bill, as it now stands, proposes to 
appropriate at this time the amount of the debt for 
which the United States are liable, $5 000,000, 
and the interest on that at the end of fourteen 
years. That is all it proposes. It is proposed 
further, that before this bill can take effect, the 
assent of Texas shall be obtained, and that no 
part of the money shall be paid until the credi- 
tors of Texas have filed a full and final release 
to the United States. The committee, after a very 
thorough examination of the case, have come to 
the conclusion that this is a fair and just settle- 
ment between all*the parties. We are willing to 
refer it to Texaa for her assent. If she refuses 
to give that assent, it will then be an open ques- 
tion, and will remain here for further agitation, 
If she accepts the offer, it will end the question. 
If any gentleman objects to this, I hope he will 
propose a substitute that will be more fair, equit- 
able, and just. | 

Mr. CHASE. IfI understand this proposi- 
tion it is to pay now, in lieu of the five per cent. 
bonds .which were issued, | think, for fourteen 
years, the sum of $8,500,000. Those bonds were 
issued in 1850. ‘here is then now due four 
years’ interest upon these bonds, or twenty per 
cent., which would make the exact amount at the 
end of four years, $6,000,000. The honorable 
Senator from Indiana states that the premium 
which this stock now commands in the market 
would, added to the interest, make altogether the 
sum of $6,500,000. The bill proposes to pay 
$8,500,000. Taking the statement exactly as It 
is, then, the proposition is to pay $2,000,000, for 
which there is no obligation on the part of the 
United States exising in contract. ‘That is the 
simple proposition, It is to pay $2,000,000 for 
the sake of getting rid of a vexed question. For 
one, sir, Lam not prepared to vote in favor of 
that payment, 

It has been stated repeatedly upon this floor in 
the course of the discussions of this winter and 
past winters, and I think stated by the honorable 
Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,| that there was 
no obligation whatever upon the part of the United 
States to pay any proportion of the debt of Texas. 
That was my opinion at the commencement of 
the discussion, and it remainsunchanged to-day. 

Mr. RUSK. The honorable Senator has mis- 
taken me. He puts me on the opposite side from 
that which I occupy. l have said from the begin- 
ning, (I have omitted no occasions, when it could 
be properly said, and frequently when it could 
not be properly said,) that the Uhited. States were 
bound in conscience and equity to pay more than 
one half of the debt of Texas, in consequence of 
the violation by this Government of her treaty 
stipulations, in permitting Iadians to war upon 
us continually. 

Mr. CHASE. Then I misapprehend the po- 
sition of the honorable Senator in regard to the 
obligations of the United States to Texas; but | 

-think Ido not misunderstand his opinions in re- 
gard to the ground of this obligation. The Sen- 
ator now states that his ground of obligation is, 
that the United States “have failed to fulfil their 
obligations in respect to the Indians, and that 
damages sustained by the State of Texas, in con- 
sequence of Indian incursions, have created a 
claim upon the Treasury of the United States for 
avery large amount. 


| this Government at all in this case. 
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But I will ask the honorable Senator whether 


he or his colleague has ever asserted.on this floor |) b 
that the United States were bound. to pay any. 


part of the debts of T&as, upon the ground that 
they were debts secured by the customs revenue of 
Texas? 

Mr. RUSK. I have not. 

Mr. CHASE. The honorable Senator says he 
has not, and that was the point. The ground upon 
which this debt was provided for, in the year 
1850, was, that.the United States were liable to 


pay the debts of Texas, because by annexation the |) 


United States had become.possessed of the reve- 
nue of Texas, outof which those debts would oth- 
erwise have been paid. 

Everybody knows, Mr. President, that the 
United States, in 1845, entered into a solemn com- 
pact with Texas, by which it was expressly stip- 


| ulated that the vast area of Texas, her vast public 


domain, should be reserved intact to that State, 


| and thatthe State itseif should pay her entire debt, 


and that that debt should in no event become a 
charge upon the Treasury of the United States. 
‘Vhe honorable Senator from ‘Texas did nothing 
more than was to be expected from his known 
candor and fairness, when he repudiated all claim 
upon the United States on the ground of any obli- 
gation to discharge the debts of Texas because 
the United States had become poasessed of her 
revenues. 

1 do not propose to go into that matter now. 
It was settled in 1850, so far as the Congress of 
that day proposed to settle it. it was settled against 
my vote; but at that time Congress did agree to 
assume, in behalf of the United States, $5,000,000 
of the debts of Texas. 

Now, sir, we are bound to pay that money. It 
is a debt honestly due, and it amounts now to 
$6,000,000, and 1 am ready at any time to vote 
for an appropriation of that sum to be paid to the 
creditors of ‘Texas, or to the State of Texas her- 
self, as the creditors and Texas shall arrange. 
But not believing that there was any original just 
ground of claim, and not believing that there is 
now any just ground of claim, I am unwilling to 
pay the sum of $2,000,000 to the creditors of 
Texas, when the sole ground urged is not any 
compact, not any obligation of public duty, but 
simply to get rid of vexation. If thatis a ground 
of claim, although your Treasury is very full 
now, it certainly would be empty to-morrow. | 


i thus have stated very briefly the grounds on which 


I am compelled to voteagainst this bill; and hav- 
ing stated my views I shall not prolong the dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I do not admit the liability of 
We have, 
however, a fund in our hands which is to assume 
the form of a debt, paying interest at five per 
cent., at a future day, and the premiums on the 
bonds at this time, as f understand, would be 
some fourteen or fifteen per cent. 

Now, sir, we have this fund, and we have this 
interest to pay. t shall give my vote iu favor of 
the bill recommended by the committee, on the 
ground that we pay what we are now willing to 
pay to buy in any debt or stock, and make a fur- 
ther concession by way of compromise. The 
amount is not very large, and if we can dispose of 
this whole subject by making a moderate conces- 
sion and get rid of 1t, in conformity with the rec- 
ommendation of the committee, I acquiesce in it. 
But in doing so, I cannot recognize the liability of 
this Government for the debt of Texas. frise 
not to discuss the question, but barely to express 


| the ground on which I shall give my vote. 


Mr. HUNTER. Itis not my purpose to make 
a speech on this question, but I merely wish to 
state my views in regard to it. l cannot vote for 
this bill. I consider it as assuming, in part at 


i least, a debt of Texas which we do not owe. I 


am wiiling to carry out the obligation of what is 
calied the boundary act. lam willing to pay over 
the five millions with interest in any manner that 
may be designated by the State of Texas and the 
creditors. } believe, sir, E would go further. I 
would pay five millions of stock and the premium. 
i am willing to pay what we owe according to 
the statement of any fair account, but I am not 
willing to pay one cent beyond that; and, there- 
fore, I shall vote against the bill, 

Mr. BRIGHT. There is an amendment. neces- 
sary to come in atthe end of the first section. 

Mr. DIXON. I desire to know of the Senator 


from Indiana, .if this: bill-propos 
ut principal and:interest?. < EREN 
Mr. BRIGHT. Ít. proposesy as I stated’ be~: 
| fore, to anticipate the interest for -the. residue ofi 
| the term. It proposes tu pay-just what the ‘bor 
will amount.to at: the- expiration: of thetine: 
| which they were issued. eds a E 
; -Lmove to amend, by-adding at the-end:of: the! 
| first section, the wordsr. Bo pda eo : 
Provided, That the interest-on: the debt embraced in: thier’ 
| act shall be calealated and regulated by the existing; laws; 


: of the State of Texas. i 
i That wasan, omission in the 


! the committee. ia 
i Mr. HUNTER. l. do not understand. thate: 
| The interest on what debt? : ines 
i “Mr. BRIGHT. Upon the debt. of Texas. 
! Texas has passed an act.whereby the. interest on 
such.debt ceased. The object.is.to make the bill. 
conformable to. her legislation, and as far as poss 
sible to make it.acceptable to. her. when, her. Legis- 
lature shall come to declare its assent or dissents.. 

Mr. PEARCE, I apprehend that will make. 
very littleedifference. "The money. appropriated 
by this. bill is not sufficient to pay.all the claims. 
of the creditors. It proposes to distribute the. 
amount pro rata, and there. will not be more than. 
enough. money, indeed there will not be money... 
enough, to pay. the whole of these debts, and.the, 
interest upon them to the time when, by the legis-. - 
lation of the State of Texas, the interest ceases; s0 
that it will really make no difference: In regard. 
to the bill itself, È am so situated on the subject, 
that it does not become me to detain the Senate: 
by any long discussion at present,. 1 however, 
beg leave to say a very few words. 

The obligation of the Government of the United 
‘States, under the act of 1850, is to the State of 
Texas, and not to its creditors. That.is certain, 
It is an obligation to issue to the State of Texas. 
$5,000,000 in bonds, taking fourteen years to. run, | 
and paying five per cent. interest; but this-issue is 
| not to be made, according to the act of 1850, until . 
i all the creditors of Texas, to whom their duties or . 
| customs were pledged for the security of the bonds: 
| or other evidence of debts, shall bave released: any. ; 
| 
1 
{ 


bill. reported by. 


claim which they may have against the Goyern- 
| ment of the United States, and filed such releases: 
atthe Treasury. Thatis the provision of the act... 
of 1850. ft. was intended to compel an arrange~ ` 
ment between the State of Texas and. her creditors... 
Ít has failed in its effect. No arrangement. has been. 
made. ‘Texas has not paid these. creditors’ ber. 
debts; and, except as to a‘very small portion of 
them, has paid none of them. The releases have 
| not been filed at the Treasury; and the bonds can- 
‘not be issued until the releases of all the claims 
are filed. ; 
That being the condition of things, it is evident, 
that no settlement of the matter between, the cred-: 
itors of Texas and the State of Texas, and the . 
United States, as against whom these creditors. 
also claim that they have a demand, can be made 
without further legislation; and I do not see how 
it is possible for us to adopt any further legislation 
except by the assent of Texas, because $5,000,000 
of the stock proposed to be issued by the act of 
1850 were to be issued to her, and not to her cred- 
1tors. š 
in the mean time the creditors are suffering. The: 
delay in effecting a settlement between them: and. 
Texas is ruining them. Many of them are our 
own citizens, and they think—and not without 
reason—that besides. the claim which they have . 
upon Texas, they havea claim upon the Govern- 
ment of the United States. .The Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Cuase] thinks that they have no claim 
because! we appropriated the funds pledged by the 
Siate of Texas to the liquidation of these debts. 
There are others who think they have a claim. 
What the precise extent of it is, whether it is per- 
fectly right, or whether it is a claim for a perfect- 
and complete indemnity from the United States, it 
is not necessary for me to argue. They believe 
they have a claim, and they have under the laws 
of nations, I think, good authority for asserting 
that they have sucha claim. But Ido not propose 
—the bill does not propose—to pay the creditors in, 
full. Ft proposesan arrangement which may be con~ 
sidered arelease. Undoubtedly the bill proposes 
i to appropriate a larger sum of money than isnow 
idde upon these bonds, even if you include the 
| premium which has been mentioned inthe argu- 
ment, The amount te be given, as stated by. the. 


| 
i 
j 
i 
i 
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Senator from Indiana, is the. amount of. the 
$5,000,000 bonds with interest en them, calcu- 

- Jated up to the time of their maturity, and, there- 
fore, it is manifest if we adopt this bill, we shall 
be giving the creditors of Texas a sum between 
$2,000,000-and $1,700,000 more than is now due 
upon the bonds. 

_ -The only question, therefore, is, as to these two 
millions. Will the United States give the two 
millions beyond what they now actually owe to 
the State of Texas, in order to settle this vexed 
question, in order to relieve ourselves of the per- 
petual demands of the creditors of Texas, for 
ample and full indemnity, upon the Treasury of 
the United States, and in order to relieve them 
from the consequences of the delay which is sq 
ruinous to them? 

I think we have often made appropriations upon 
rounds vastly weaker than those on which this 

ill is urged. For myself, I shall not hesitate to 
give it my vote, not.upon the ground that we are 
ander strict legal obligation to pay this money, 
but because we are under liability to Texas to pay 
her $5,000,000 with interest upon it, which in 
about ten years would amount to the precise sum 
mentioned in the bill,and because the excess over 
what we now undisputably owe is, I think, a 
small consideration to pay for the settlement of a 
question likely to harass us so long, and which, 
in all probability, at some day, if not now, will 
be acknowledged. And it should also be done 
for the relief of the individual creditors, whose 
safety from ruin depends upon the action we take 
on this bill. -If we do not pass it, or some other 
bill like it, the question will remain unsettled until 
the expiration of the fourteen years, the time for 
which these bonds were considered as issued. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Before the honorable Senator 
sits down I desire to ask him if he has calculated 
what the debt, and interest, and premium, up to 

-this time,. would be? 

Mr. PEARCE, The debt and the interest 
upon it, up to the Ist of January next, will be 
$6,000,000. As to the premium which the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury will not pay on these bonds 
issued and redeemable by him according to the 
pratice pursued, if, acccording to the statement of 
the honorable Senator from Indiana, it be fourteen 

er cent., that would be $700,000 more; that would 

e $6,700,000. So that the Senate areto consider 
whether they will advance, as a compromise of 
this disputed question, the sum of $2,000,000 over 
and above what we now actually owe. I think 
we should be cheaply rid of the question by 
passing the bill to rescue the creditors from ruin, 
and satisfy the State of Texas. 


Mr. WALKER. The amendment offered by || 


the Senator from Indiana, I think, does not alter 
the question presented by the bill, so far as we 
should view it in the relations of the United States 
Government to it. I wish to understand it, his mat- 
ter, and for that purpose shall state what my 
present understanding is, so that if I am wrong 
_Imay be corrected. IfI understand it, the Govern- 
ment of the United States owes the State of Texas 
$5,000,000 under the compromise act, as it is 
called, of 1850. Upon these $5,000,000, under 
‘that act, interest has run which will make it 


$6,000,000 on the first of January next. This | 


sum is taken, and the interest is calculated upon 
it for nine or ten years—which? 

Mr. BRIGHT. For nine years. 

Mr. WALKER. Then the $6,000,000 is 
taken, and nine years’ interest calculated upon it, 
and added to the $6,000,00@, and that is made 
the aggregate which, in thie bill, we are to appro- 

riate for the benefit of the creditors of Texas. If 
Ta correct in that, { should like to hear upon 
what principle we are to make this advance from 
$5,000,000 to 48,500,000. So far as I have heard 
any answer to it, it is given by the Senator from 
Maryland, 
should pay it by way of compromise. 
like to 
mise? {do not understand the State as raising 
any serious question with the Government as to 
the liability of the Government; but if she does 
raise It 

Mr. PEARCE. 


If the Senator will allow me, 


I did not state that it was a controversy between j 


the State of Texas and the United States as to any 
amount of money. { stated the claim of Texas, 
as to these $5,000,000 ef bonds, when the re- 


Mr. Bearce,] and that is, that we j 
{ should | 
now if we are in any difficulty with the’ 
State of Texas which is forcing us to a compro- |; 


| final, compromise of this vexatious and embarrass- 


| but I suggest to him whether it would not bebet- ! 


| thoroughly. Itisa pretty large question, and I 


leases should be made: The creditors themselves 
allege that they have a claim against the United 
States, and many persons ghink that claim well 
founded; and it was as a compromise of that 
claim that I spoke of it. f 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 will state to the Senator 
that the answer to his position is to be found in 
the fact that the-debt of Texas, at this time, 
amounts to about $13.000,000, say thirteen in 
round numbers. Her creditors have sent memo- 
rial after memorial here for the last five years, 
alleging that the United States is bound for the 
payment of every dollar of that debt, on the 
ground that Texas was annexed to the United 
States under circumstances which took from her 
all méans of paying the debt, and necessarily 
threw it as a charge upon the United States. That 
position is denied by many Senators, and by many 
others admitted. I am one among the latter, and | 
Iam not alone in it. Now, for the purpose of 
effecting a compromise between these parties, and 
between the creditors of Texas and the General 
Government, we say to them, we will pay you 
the $5,000,000 stipulated under the act óf 1850, 
now; instead of waiting nine years, provided 
Texas will assent to the arrangement. Who 
doubts that if this proposition fails another ses- 


sion will find us legislating again upon this sub- | 


ject? Who doubts that the creditors will be found 
appealing to us for payment of the entire debt, | 
and so will they continue until the time shall 
have expired for the maturity of the stock stipu- 
lated to be issued under the ‘‘ act” of 1850. Thisis, 
in short, another, and it is to be hoped a full and 


ing subject, and as there is a probability of its ac- 
ceptance by the State of Texas, let us close it at 
once and forever, justice to our own citizens and 
the public interests, alike prompt this course. 

Mr. WALKER. The controversy, then, it 
seems, is not as between Texas and the General 
Government, but between the creditors of Texas 
and the General Government; they alleging, on 
their part, that the Government of the United States 
is liable for the whole’amount of the Texas debt. 
That is one question. The question before the 
Senate is, What have we agreed to do? Have 
we ever assumed the debt of Texas? Not at all; 
we have not assumed that debt. We stipulated 
by the act of 1850 to pay to Texas $10,000,000. 
Five millions of that ten were reserved in the 
hands of the Government to meet contingencies 
contemplated by the act. Now, it is proposed 
that we shall compromise, in consequence of the 
claims set up by the creditors of Texas, and pay 
$3,500,000 beyond that sum. Tt is true, that if! 
the debtshould now be paid—$5,000,000, with in- | 
terest upon itup to the Ist January next—it would 
amount to $6,000,000. ‘That the Government is 
bound for; but it has néver assumed the debt of 
Texas. She promised, by the compromise act of 
1850, to pay $5,000,000 in a given time, with in- 
terest upon it. ‘This is, then, a proposition which, 
in its equivalents, asks the Government to increase | 
the amount which she has assumed, and to pay 
to the creditors of Texas $3,500,000 beyond it. 
For one, i say, with the Senator from Virginia, 
I cannot vote-for it. J am willing to vote now 
upon any terms that may be deemed just to the 
creditors of Texas, and in which the State of 
Texas shall acquiesce, every dollar that was 
promised by the act of 1850. They may fix their 
own terms, but when they fix terms which do not 
simply ask the Government to comply with its 
promise of 1850, but ask it to go $3,500,000 be- 
yond that, Í cannot vote for it. 

Mr. RUSK obtained the floor. | 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 1 do not like to interfere ; 
with the business of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Sruarr.) | 
The Senator from Texas has the floor. Does he} 
yield to the Senator from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. RUSK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Nordo I wish to prevent 
the Senator from Texas addressing the Senate on | 
this question at this time, if he desires to do so; | 


ter, in view of many considerations, that we 


should take up this bill to-morrow morning during 
the morning hour, and as this is the first time it 
has been before us, we ean then consider it more 


think, all things considered, it would be as well to ! 


let it go over until to-morrow, so that we may 
now take up the homestead bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 stated when I asked the 
Senator to take up-the bill, that L-would not press 
it to the prejudice of the special order. If, there- 
fore, Senators desire to go on-with the special 
order I will give way, but I think we can have a 
vote upon this to-day. I hope no Senator wishes 
to speak upon it. y 

Mr. MASON. I have stated to the Senator 
from Indiana, when he said that he thought it 
would not take more than an hour to consider this 
bill, that I should feel it my duty to ask the Senate 
togo into Executive session, and I must do so 
when the debate upon this question closes, or 
when the consideration of it is postponed. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Do I understand that 
the Senator from Texas is willing to postpone the 
consideration of the subject until to-morrow? 

Mr. RUSK. I should prefer to go on now. I 
shall not occupy more than twenty minutes. ` 

Several Senators. Gio on. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, for several years 
past, in the early part of every session, some of 
the ‘Texas creditors have petitioned Congress for 
the payment oftheir claims. These petitions 
have generally been referred to the Committee on 
Finance; and I have, upon several occasions, 
urged upon that committee to make an early re- 
port, so that time might be allowed for the discus- 
sion of the subject. . 

While I would make no complaint in reference 
to the action of the committee referred to, Í am, 
nevertheless, compelled to regret that they have 
always reported ata late day in the session, so 
that sufficient time has not been allowed for the 
proper discussion of the grave questions presented 
by these petitions. I have, upon more than one 
occasion, said that although Texas had been lib- 
erally charged with repudiation, | could show that 
it was the United States Government, and not 
Texas, that repudiated just obligations. 

In 1850, immediately after the Committee of 
Thirteen was formed, I presented to Mr. Clay, 
the chairman of that committee, a proposition 
from the Texas delegation for the settlement of 
all matters in dispute between that State and the 
United States. The proposition was to agree upon 
the thirty-fourth parallel of north latitude as the 
boundary line, Texas ceding all north of that line 
to the United States, and releasing them from all 
claims hereafter on account of encroachments 
of the Indians of the United States upon Texas 
prior to annexation, for a sum sufficient to pay off 
the Texas debt in full. Inthe paper which I sub- 
mitted to Mr. Clay, I stated that a very large por- 
tion of that debt had been created by the neces- 
sity of defending ourselves against the Indians of 
the United States, whom this Government was 
bound, by every principle of humanity and good 
neighborhood, as well as by treaty obligations, to 
restrain, but utterly failed to do so. By this fail- 
ure to cBmply with their. treaty obligations, ata 
time when she was contending at fearful odds 


| against Mexico, they subjected ‘Texas, at vast 


expense of blood and treasure, to defend. herself 
against the Indians of the United States, whom 
you were bound, by the most sacred obligations, 
to restrain from outrages upon us. I shall, sir, 
now proceed, as briefly as possible, to show, 

First. That the United States were bound to re- 
strain these Indians; and 

Secondly. That the Government failed to com- 
ply with its obligations in this particular. 

If I succeed in establishing these positions, I 
think it follows as a necessary consequence that 
this Government isin good faith and honor bound 
to pay what Texas was forced to expend, in con- 
sequence of the violation’ of the oft acknowledged 
obligations of the United States. 

The first piece of evidence which I shall adduce, 
is the thirty-third article of the treaty with Mex- 
ico in 1831, which is in the following words: 

“Lt is likewise agreed that the two contracting parties 
shall, by all the means in their power, maintain peace and 
harmony among the several Indian nations who iuhabit the 
lands adjacent to the lines and rivers which form the bound- 
aries of the two countries; and the beuer to attain this 
object, both parties bind themselves expressly 10 restrain 
by force all hostilities and incursions on the part of thein- 


; dian nations living within their respective boundaries, so 


: that the United States of America will not suffer their In- 


dians to attack the citizens of the United Mexican States, 
ner the Indians inhabiting their territory, nor will the 
United Mexican States permit the Indians residing within 
their territories to gummit hostilities against the citizens of 
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the United States of America, nor-against the Indians re- 
siding within the limits of the United States, in-any man- 
ner whatever. And in the event of any person or persons 
captured by the Indians who inhabit the territory of either 
of the contracting parties, being or having been carried into 
the territory of the other, both Governments engage and 
bind themselves in the most solemn manner to return them 
to their country as soon as they know of their being within 
their respective territory, or to deliver them up to the agent 
or representative of the Government that claims them, | 
giving to each other reciprocally timely notice, and the 
Claimant paying the expenses incurred in the transmission 
and maintenance of such person or persons, who, in the 
mean time, shall be treated with the utmost hospitality by 
the local authoritieS of the place where they may be. Nor 
shall it be lawful, under any pretext whatever, for the citi- 
zens of cither of the contracting parties to purchase or 
hold captive, prisoners made by the Indians inhabiting the 
territories of the other.” 


At the time this treaty was made, ‘Texas was a 
part of Mexico, and although she was separated 
from that country soon after by revolution, that 
revolution did not obliterate the obligations of the 
treaty. According to the principles of national 
law, Texas was bound by all the obligations 
which were applicable to her in her new capacity 
as a separate government, and this Government 
so claimed; for ina treaty made with Texas in 
1838, it is recited that Texas was bound by the 
terms of the treaty made by the United States 
with Mexico in 1898, in reference to boundary. 

The treaty alluded to contains these words: 

« Whereas, the treaty of limits, made and concluded on 
the twelfth day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-eight, between the United States of 
America on the one part, and the United Mexican States 
on the other, is binding upon the Republic of Texas, the 
same having been entered into at a time when Texas formed 
a part of the said United Mexican States.” 

Now, sir, it is assumed here that Texas was bound 
to the United States by the terms of treaties made 
with Mexico, while Texas was « part of that Re- 
public. If Texas was thus bound to the United 
States, were not the United States, upon the same 
principle, bound to Texas; or, in other words, can 
the United States claim benefits, and at the same 
time avoid responsibility? The proposition is too 
untenable to be even asserted, much less insisted 
upon. After her separation from Mexico, the. 
Republic of Texas claimed the benefit of the thirty- 
third article of the treaty of 1831, as will fully ap- 
pear by the letters of her diplomatic representa- 
tives here, many of which I might produce; but I 
will content myself with only reading two of them: 

On page 5 Document No. 14, January 3, will 
be found the letter from which the following is an 
extract: 

x 


Within the last two months we have received from our 
Government severa! dispatches, all giving detailed accounts 
of different Indian aggressions. We trust that this Govern- 
ment will feel itself bound alike by humanity and by its 
treaty obligations, to prevent a recurrence of similar acts of 
rapine and bloodshed, by the only effectual means in its 
power, which is the reoccupation of Nacogdoches, or some 
other point.west of the Sabine. ” 

With high consideration, &c., &c., 
W. H. WHARTON. 
¥ M. HUNT. 
Hon. Joun ForsYTH, Secretary of State. 


Also on page 6 of the same book, the following: 


Texan LEGATION, 
WASHINGTON, July 18, 1 
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Texan LEGATION, 
WASHINGTON, March 14, 1837. 
* * * 


* 


* * 


837. i 
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i WASHINGTON, July 29, 1837. 


| of this Government for the suppression of the acts com- 


| Mr..Webster while Secretary of State, but surely |i 


| ject? ; f 
“head is a treaty entered into by this Government į 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, } 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit a copy of a letter to 
this Department from the Department of War, to which a 
part of your note of the 18th instant was referred, by which 
you will be reminded of the importance of more particular 
information upon the subjects thus referred, in order that 
a proper direction and efficiency may be given to the efforts 


plained of. 
I have the honor to offer you renewed assurances of my. 
great consideration. JOHN FORSYTH. H 


Hon. Memucan Hunt, &c., R&C, &e. 


Although in this letter Mr. Forsyth did not, in 
ternis, admit the obligation under the treaty named, 
still he did not deny it; and that, too, when it was 
the ground on which our Ministers had placed 
their demand. ; 

This correspondence continued; and in 1839 
Mr. Forsyth addressed to Mr. Dunlap the fol- 
lowing letter on the same subject: 


DEPARTMENT OF TATE, 
WASHINGTON, July 17, 1839. 

Sin: I have the bonor to acknowledge the reccipt of 
your note of the 29th ultimo, calling the attention of this 
Government to those stipulations in the treaty between the 
United States and Mexico of the 5th of April, 1831, which || 
relate to Indian incursions and depredations, and transmit- 
ting sundry documents evincive of schemes of Mexican 
authorities to incite Indians within the territory of the 
United States, and of the disposition of those Indians, to | 
wage war upon the citizens of ‘Texas. | 

A copy of your note, and the original documents which 
accompanied it, have been communicated to the Secretary 
| of War, whose province itis to attend to the relations of 
this Government within the {ndian tribes on our soil, and 
who will, no doubt, ezert the best energies of his Depart- 
ment towards the fulfillment, on our part, of the stipulations 
referred to. 

“fhe original commissions to the Indian chiefs, which you 
requested might be returned to you, are herewith inclosed. 
| J avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the assur- 
| ances of my very distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 


R, G. DUNLAP, Esq., Se, Se. Ke. 
Mr. Poinsett, then Secretary of War, under date 
of the 18th of July, 1839, uses this language: 
« Although I am fully convinced these orders have been | 
| punctually obeyed, and that the United States officers will j 
| use due vigilance in their execution, still they shal} be re- 
| iterated, and the Texan government may rely upon every 
| exertion being made on our part to fulfill owr treaty stip- | 
ulations in this particular.” 


| Mr. Crawford, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
in a letter to Mr. Armstrong, Indian agent, dated 
| 25th of July, 1839, uses this language: 

| « You will, therefore, please to exert yourself to prevent 
| any inroads upon Texas by Indians resident within our 
i limits; if such movements are contemplated, they must be 
| counteracted, and our treaty obligations faithfully dis- 
| charged. ?? 


; | cdtild go on and read similar statements from 


i this is enough to establish my first proposition. 
This brings me tothe question—has this Gov- 
‘ ernment complied with its obligations on this sub- 


> The first evidence I shall adduce on this } 


| with the Caddo tribe of Indians, then residing in |, 
| Louisiana; made first day of July, 1835, and pro- | 
‘claimed by the President on the 2d of February, | 
| 1836. The second article of that treaty is in these | 
| words: i 

Arr. I. The said chiefs, bead men, and warriors of the į 
said nation, (Caddoes,) do voluntarily relinquish their pos- 


session to the territory of land aforesaid, and promise to || 
remove at their own expense out-of the boundaries of the 


i 


Lhave also to inform you that certain Indians from the 
United States are still committing their depredations upon 
the citizens of our eastern frontier, and again I would urge 
the terms of the existing treaties relative to the control of 
the Indians in that quarter. 


f 
i 
| 
| 
T havethe honor to be, &c., i 


MEMUCAN HUNT. | 


` Hon, Jonn Forsyru, Secretary of State. tj 


These two extracts will be sufficient to show 
that at that early day, after the separation from | 
Mexico, Texas demanded the fulfillment of the 
thirty-third article of the treaty with Mexico, in 
reference to the Indians of the United States. 
Did this Government deny the obligation? The 
letter from Mr. Forsyth, of the 29th of July, 1837, 
will show that, so far from refusing to acknowl- 
edge it, the distinguished statesman referred to 
virtually admitted the force of the demand. On 
page 7 will be found his answer to the letter from 
Mr. Hunt, in which he says: 


14 


| United States, and the Territories belonging and appertain- ; 
| ing thereto, within the period of one year from and after the | 
| signing of this treaty, and never more return to live, settle, 
or establish themselves as a nation, tribe, or community of 
people within the same.” H 
By other articles of this treaty, the Caddo In- 
dians ceded to the United Statesa quantity of land 
lying in Louisiana, for which thirty thousand dol- 
lars were to be paid to them in goods and horses 
at once, ten thousand dollars in money before the 
| first day of September, 1836, and ten thousand dol- | 
| lars a year forfour years thereafter, This treaty 
| was made about the time the revolution in Texas |; 
| began; the Indians received a large part of their 
first thirty thousand dollars in arms and ammu- 
nition, with which, in hostile array, they marched 
‘into the town of Nacogdoches, where I then re- |; 
| sided; and demanded of the political chief that. he-Ji 


i 


ji 
i 
i 
i 
l 


should assign them lands in Texas, which waa. 
refused. They then went-out among’ the wild Ins 
dians, settled, and began a war upon our frontier, ` 
which they kept up until within a few years pasti 
Onceevery year, for the succeeding four yéars,they.’ 
made a trip from the prairies to. Shreveport, Low 
isiana, where they received ten thousand dollars 
each year, which they laid out in armsand ammu- 
nition, to be used in their warfare upon Texas. 
Not only did the Caddoes do this, but: they fur- 
nished arms and munitions to-several other tribes 
of Indians, and incited them to war upon: Texas, 
There was no single year in which, in their jour- 
ney from the prairies to Shreveport, they did not 
steal from and commit murders upon the people 
of Texas. We had scarcely one engagement with 
the Indians in which Caddoes were not. found 
among the enemy. Upon one occasion, in an at- 
tack upon my camp, one of their principal chiefs 
was killed within thirty steps of my line... On one: 
of their last visits to Shreveport, to receive’ their 
annuity, they most wantonly, murdered the family - 
of a Mr. Pearce, within a few miles of the United. 
States line. I pursued them into Louisiana, and 
took their arms away from them, which, ‘at. the 
time, was complained of as a great outrage upon 


| the integrity of the territory of the United States. 


But, sir, the Caddoes were not alone in this war- 
fare upon Texas. There were Cherokees, Shaw- 
nees, Delawares, Kickapoos, and many. others 
who joined in this warfare upon Texas. After 
the battle of San Jacinto, in 1836, Mexico, de- 
spairing of the reconquest of Texas by her own 
arms, offered to the Indians the country, upon con- 
dition that they should aid Mexico in extermina- 
ting the Texans. One Don Manuel Flores, .a 
citizen of the United States, who resided within a 


|| few miles of one of your garrisons, figured largely 


in this business. eneral Valentine Canalizo, at 
that time in command of the Mexican/army- on’ 
the Rio Grande, granted commissions -to Flores 
and Cordova, who received ‘and’ entered into ar- 
rangements with the Indians at Matanioros, issued: 
orders and instructions for their campaign. against: 
Texas, and sent officers and agents to incite them 
to the work of destruction. One of these agents, 
a Colonel Miracle, was killed in Texas, and the 
commissions and instructions found in his posses- 
sion. These documents were all sent on and ex- 
hibited to the Government here. They are long, 
and I shall read but one of them; the others may 
be all found in Executive Document No. 14, sec~ 
ond session Thirty-Second Congress: Baksh 


Canalizo to the Chiefs of the Tribes: ©) io x 

Don Manuel Flores, and the chiefs of the'friendly tribes 
accompanying him, will make known to youmy sentiments 
towards yourself and my friends, the Indians of your tribe ;' 
and also what you have to expect as regards your remaining, 
in quiet possession of the land selected by you. within the 
Mexican territory for settlement. And these individuals 
are informed in relation to what has to be done. 

Have an understanding with said Flores, in order that you 
may act in such a manner as to be secured in the peace- 
able possession of your lands, and to prevent any adyentur-; 
ers again destroying the repose of your families, of again’ 
reading the soil where repose the bones of your fore- 
fathers, and be careful not to deviate from his instructions. 

‘Act under the full assurance of our generosity, of which 
we have given so many proofs, and that nothing can be. 
expected of the greedy adventurers for tand; who wish to 
deprive you even of the sun which warms and vivifies you,’ 
and who will not-cease toinjure you while the grass grows 
and water flows. : 

`E desire to hear from yon, and to know how T can serve 
you. Communicate with Manuel Flores in order that he 
may inform me. VALENTIN CANALIZO. > 
- CUARTEL oF MATAMOROS, February 27, 1839. 


Captain Ienacro, of the Guapanagues: 

Captain CoLoXE, of the Caddoes. 

The Cuter of the Seminoles. 

Sor. Q. Mas GEFE DE LOS CHARAQUIES 
Big Mush, of the Cherokees. ) 

Captain Benrro, of the Kickapoos. 

To the Fama SARGENTO de los Brazos. » x 

Lieutenant Colonel Bun, of the Cherokees, (meaning 


Bowles.) . . rA 
Don Manuel Flores was a citizen of the United. 


, (intended for 


| States, and every one of the tribes addressed-were 
| natives of the territory of the United: States. `i 
| could adduce much more proof to: thé same effect, 


if time would. permit, The consequences of the 
war of your Indians upon Texas—for some parts: 
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yee: 


of all these tribes were engaged in it for 
years—were of the most serious character. 
we were engaged with some eight thousand Mex- 
ican troops, all the families of the eastern portion |i 
of the Republic were compelled to leave the coun- || 
try, or they would have fallen a prey to the toma- |; 
hawk and scalping-knife of your Indians. After |) 


Statement of Expenses incurred by the Republic of Texas prior to the 16th of February, 


several ii we had driven back thè Mexicans, our frontier 
While f was drenched in blood by these ruthless ‘savages. 
|i We had to make many ‘campaigns; 


and keep up 
a standing force for defense against them, which 
involved large expense. 1 requested the Auditor 
to make me out an account of these expenses, 
which is as follows? l 


1846, in maintaining peace with, 


and protecting her frontiers from the incursions of Indians removed thither and belonging tothe United States. 


Date of law 
authorizing . TERN 
expenditure. Page. Specific object for which appropriation was made. Amount, 
Dec. 5,1836. 54 For securing peace on the frontier by treaty, Ree ees ewe cacene ten iesin a FEA $20,000 00 
May 15,1838 26 For protection of southwestern frontiers by corps of cavalry.....- Serererererereeery 50,000 00 
Nov. 7, 1838 1 For fitting out two hundred and fifty men under General Rusk for protection of the 
i northern frontier. ..s.e.sssrsesserereereas E E AET 20,000 00 
Nov. | 7, 1838 1 For protection ofthe frontier, PNE A EEE Weis oaese8 80,000 60 
Nov. 16, 1838 2 For arms, munitions, and provisions for General Rusk?’s command 20,000 00 
Dec. 21,1838 12 For protection of northern and western frontier against Indians ees 300,000 00 
Dec. 29, 1888. 25 For protection of frontier against Indians. sesser PA 75,000 00 
Jan. 1,18839 26 For protection of Houston and other counties 5,000 00 
Jan. 1,1839 26 For protection of frontier of Gonzales county.. 5,000 00 
Jan. 15,1839 42 For paying off arrearages in bureau of Indian affairs for 1838 2,000 00 
Jan. 24,1839 76 For protection of frontier for 1839.... eaire Perea « 1,000,000 00 
Feb. 3, 1840 207 For part expenses of removal of Shawnee Indians. 15,000 00 
Feb. 3, 1840 207 For protection of frontier for 1840........+. +++ Se eeee T E E 1,016,319 OL 
Feb, 3, 1840 232 For supplies furnished General Rusk in campaign against the Indians in 1838-739... 30,000 00 
Dec. 12, 1840 174 For purchase of beef for three hundred volunteers, to dislodge indians on upper 
f Brazos. Fears vases: 10,000 00 
Feb. 5, 1840 243 For supporting Caddo Indians...... a ‘ r 1,000 00 
Feb. 5,1841 110 Vor pay ofspies and volunteers fur frontier service. ie 75,000 00 į 
Feb. 3,1842 98 For pay of minute men for frontier protection for 1841. 7 9,600 00 
Feb. 3,1842 98 For trontier protection for 1842... 20,000 00 
Jan. 6, 1843 9 For Indian purposes........- 10,000 00 
Jan. 16,1848 28 For frontier protection 50,000 00 
Jan, 16,1848 45 Forspy company on southwestern frontier.....esesceeereer sees eens cosas 500 00 
Dee. 19, 1848 3 For payment of John C. Hays’s company mounted volunteers, for pro’ 
southwestern LONTEFS.. cece creer eevee een ees EE rons Peer eee terres 6,450 00 | 

Jan. 23, 1844 32 For payment of John C. Hays’s company mounted volunteers, for protection of 

. southwestern frontiers.... . ais 7,142 00 
Feb. 5, 1844 108 For Indian purposes, Leena ene ee nee e erene sre reso . 10,000 00 
Feb, 1,1845 79 For protection of southwestern frontiers, (Hays and MeKenny’s companies)... 45,000 00 


Various laws. 


Total amount, exclusive OC interest... 6... eee eee eee eee eee ee teeter eee es 


COMPTROLLER?S OFFICE, March 20, 1854. 


This, sir, does not cover all the expenses, so that f} 
it may be safely asserted that more than one half || 
the entire debt of Texas was created in defending | 
herself against the hostile incursions of Indians 
whom you were bound by treaty stipulations to 
restrain, to say nothing of the magnanimity which 
ought to have been shown by a great and powerful 
nation towards a weak neighbor, struggling for lib- 
erty and existence. The damages to the Repub- | 
lic of Texas growing out of these transactions | 
were incalculable. 

The controversy between Texas and Mexico 
was soon settled, for all practical purposes. After | 
the battle of San Jacinto, the war with Mexico j} 
was a nominal affair. Our debt was small, and | 
we had, so far as Mexico was concerned, quiet 
nossession of an empire of the most desirable 
janda upon this continent, The United States | 
Indians, however, had possession of a large por- 
tion of the most valuable of them; and not con- 
tent with retaining that possession, were daily 
committing ravages of the most appalling charac- | 
ter upon our frontier inhabitants. The property || 
of our citizens was taken, men were shot down at | 
the plow, neither age nor sex were spared, and | 
women and children were carried off into a cap- || 
tivity far worse than death. Accounts of these f 
ravages found their way into the newspapers, and | 
thousands were prevented from removing to Texas | 
who would otherwise have done so, while many |; 
who were already there were induced to leave the | 
country. a 

Our debt, after the Mexicana were expelled from |j 
the country, amounted to Jess than a million of :! 
dollars.. Our Government was placed upon an | 
economical footing, and we should very soon have | 
been able, from the sale of our lands, to have paid | 
our debts, and supported the Government. But, || 
the fact that your Indians were in possession of || 
the lands, added to the terror which they inspired, i 

| 
| 
t 
i 


} 
f 
j 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 


i 
H 
i 


caused them to depreciate, so that they could not || 
be sold at any price. To keep up a force for the | 
defense of the frontier large sums were required, 
and necessity compelled us to make paper issues. | 
Having no means to redeem this paper, its price, | 
as a matter of course, went down, and it descended : 
in the scale until much of it commanded but ten | 
cents in the dollar. That paper constitutes the į; 
very debt in controversy, and is now here demand- |; 
ing its full face value, with eight and ten per cent. | 
interest. | 


i! 
i 
i 
{ 
! 


For amounts audited for which no specific appropriatious were made at the ti 
but which were subsequently, or funded under the funding laws.......-- 


me, 


932,000 00 


815,011 OL 
JAMES B. SHAW, Co mpl ae 


Now, sir, suppose this transaction had been 
between individuals in place of between nations, 
and was before a court of justice, would not the 
party violating his contract be condemned to re- 


| fund the money expended by the other, in con- 
j sequence of the violation of the contract, as well 


as the damages which have been sustained ? 

I shall support this bill, as it is to be sub- 
mitted to Texas for her approval or rejection. 
There is now inthe Treasury of the United States 
$5,000,000 in bonds, bearing an interest of five 
per cent., redeemable in fourteen years from their 
date, which was in 1850; four years’ interest is 
now due. If these bonds are allowed to run on 
to maturity, there will then be due upon them 
$3,500,000 interest; this, added to the $5,000,000 
of principal, would make $8,500,000, the sum 


proposed to be appropriated now in payment of H 


these bonds. $ 

I had intended, sir, if this bill bad come up at 
an earlier day of the session, to have offered an 
amendment providing that æ board of commis- 
sioners, or the officers of the Treasury, should be 
authorized and required to take testimony, and as- 


certain and pay the amount which may be found | 


justly and equitably due to Texas on account of the 
Indian incursions upon Texas... But, sir, we have 
not time now to investigate this subject as fully as 
it may be desirable. The friends of the bill are 
desirous of having a voteupon itas it stands, and I 
have, therefore, concluded not to offer the amend- 
ment. 

But here, in my place, [ distinctly announce that 
1 believe this claim to be just. I believe this Gov- 
ernment in honor bound to pay it; and so believ- 
ing, { shall, upon all proper occasions, as long as 
Texas honors me with a commission as her rep- 
resentative, continue to press this claim until it 
shall be paid. 

Mr. MASON. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this bill until to-morrow, with 
the view of going into Executive session. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. è 


The bill from the House af Representatives 
creating a new collection districtin the State of 
New York, to be calied the district of Dunkirk, 


and to constitute Dunkirk a port of entry, and | 


the ports of Barcelona, Silver Creek, and Catta- 
raugus Creek, ports of delivery, was read twice 


by its title, and referred to 
Commerce. f 

~ The bill from the House for the relief of Charles 
Lee Jones, was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. i 


the Committee on 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. ; 


Mr. MASON. I now move that the Senat 
proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness. ; 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to state that the Cóm- 
mittee on Finance have reported the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill, and we are now 
ready to proceed with its consideration. It is 
not my purpose to oppose my colleague’s motion 
to-day, but I give notice that to-morrow I shall 
ask the Senate to divide the time, at least with 
! him. Unless we can dispose of that bill this 
week, 1 do not well see how we are to adjourn 
on the 4th of August. I hope, sir, that to-morrow 
the Senate will agree to take it up and proceed 
with it. {tisa very long bill. I give notice that 
I shall ask the Senate to-morrow to take it up. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope we shall take up the 
homestead bill. We have spent day after day 
upon it, and we are now ready to come to a vote. 

Mr. PRATT. There is no chance of gettinga 
‘| vote upon that now. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator from California 
will allow me to say to him, and to the Senate, 
that they are aware that there is important busi- 
ness pending before the Senate, in Executive ses- 
sion, business of very great importance. #The ses- 
sion is drawing near to a close; and, therefore, I 
shall be compelled to ask the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. GWIN. Iam in favor of it; but I want 
to do one thing at atime. I want to get clear of 
the homestead bill now; and therefore, I hope we 
shall proceed to its consideration and get through 
with it. 

i} Mr. CLAY. I will say to the Senator from 

California, that it is utterly impossible to get 
through with that bill to-day. I have several 
amendments which I shall propose to it at the 
proper time. 

Mr. GWIN. We have to dispose of it; and 
as we have it under consideration, I am opposed 
| to laying it aside for anything until itis disposed 
of. "Therefore, I ask for the yeas and nays on the. 
| motion of the Senator from Virginia, with a view 
| to vote against itin order to take up the home- 
stead bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLAYTON, I do hope that we shall do 
something. We have now two measures be- 
fore us of grea! importance—the homestead bill, 

and the Texas debt bill. 

: Now, the fact is found to be that, when we 
| partially discuss a bill, and then postpone it to 
| another day, it increases debate upon it from day 
today. The only proper way to proceed, is to 
take up some one subject and go through with it, 
before we proceed with anything else. 

lf we begin with the homestead bill, and then 
the next day take up the Texas debt bill, and in 
the middle of the discugsion on thatgo into Execu- 
tive session to take up some treaty, the result will 
be that the Senate will adjourn without action on 
some of the most important measures. I am not 
| opposed to going into Executive session; but I do 
hope that now we shall proceed to decide either 
the homestead bill or the Texas debt bill. 

Mr. BELL. I wishto ask the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations, if 
he stated that it was a matterof immediate import- 
ance that we should go into Executive session? 

Mr. MASON. I will state to the Senator, and 
to the Senate, that there isa matter pending before 
the Senate in Exectitive session of great public 
interest and great public importance. It is indis- 
pensable, I think, to the success of that measure 
i that it should be acted upon within the present 
i| session. It may be that it will elicit a good deal 
i of difference of opinion, and a good deal of debate, 
|i and it may require time. 

: I gave notice that I should move an Executive 
i session on Monday, but at the solicitation of gen- 
| tlemen interested in the homestead bill, I deferred 
it until I have found, as lam. now satisfied, that 
| if that homestead bill be continued it will take up 
' the remainder of the session, for there will be pro- 
| tracted debate upon it, and various. amendments 


i 
: 
| 
| 
i 
| 

H 
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will be offered. I submit to the Senate that Ex- 
ecutive matters of the character to which I have 
alluded, should take a certain degree of preced- 
ence when it is indispensable that ‘they should 


ass. 

P Mr. BROWN. I shall oppose going into Ex- 
ecutive session. It is very clear to my mind that 
we cannot,*by any possibility, do more than pass 
the necessary bills during the remainder of the 
session. If day after day is taken up in the con- 
sideration of Executive business, we shall have 
no time for legislative action. If the Executive 
business is of that pressing importance indicated 
by the Senator from Virginia, the President can 
detain the Senate here when the two Houses shall 
have adjourned, and that too, without incurring 
any risk of paying extra mileage, which has here- 
tofore been the great bug-bear. F would rather 
have that sort of Executive session to transact 
important Executive business, than that the home- 
stead bill and other important bills should be de- 
feated for want of time. The President can very 
easily dein us here if he chooses to do it for 
Executive business, after the adjournment of Con- 
gress, and we cannot be detained for anything 
else. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I wish to call the rec- 
ollection of the Senate and the Senator from 
Virginia to the fact that many, many months ago, 
the homestead bill and its friends here begged for 
an equal participation of time, when another treaty 
was under consideration, which has since that 
time been ratified and proclaimed as the law of the 
land. T hope they will not now give way for an- 
other treaty, or for any other measure, but will 

roced to consider and dispose of the homestead 

ill. 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, I shall vote 
ores the motion to proceed to the consideration 
of Executive business; but at the same time I am 
bound to say that | believe that that business to 
which the Senator from Virginia has adveried has 
high claims upon the consideration and the prompt 
consideration of the Senate. I shall vote against 
the motion, with the earnest hope that those Sena- 
tors who wish that the homestead bill may be dis- 


posed of in some way, will agree that to-day it | 


shall receive that disposition. 

We can dispose of it, if we will sit here and do 
it, but it is perfectly certain that if we adjourn at 
the usual hour, that bill cannot be disposed of to- 
day, nor in my judgment during the whole session. 
The experience of the Senate has demonstrated 
that if there is a bill which excites great interest 
and leads to protracted debate, the only way in 
which it can be disposed of is by appropriating 
some day to it, and disposing of it on that day. 

Mr. ADAMS. Let it be now. 

Mr. CHASE. I agree with my friend from 
Mississippi who says, ‘“‘now.’’ So say I, now. 
Let us take up that bill to-day and press it toa 
final vote. 

If the opponents of the bill who are so anxious to 

roceed to the consideration of other business, if the 
honorable Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,]} 
who presses the consideration, as he thinks it his 
duty to do, of the civil and diplomatic appropri- 
ation bill, and the other honorable Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] who has charge of the 
business of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and other Senators, who are opposed to this bill, 
will to-day agree to give their attention to it, and 
to keep it before the consideration of the Senate 
until is is disposed of to-day, we can dispose of it. 

Mr. President, I have but another word to say, 
and that is to the friends of the homestead bill. 
This bill as it came from the House, in my judg- 
ment, has a majority of friends upon this floor, 
that is to say, if it is put to a vote in the shape in 
which it came from the House without a material 
amendment, in my belief, it will be adupted by the 
Senate. There isan amendment suggested by the 
Senator from California, (Mr. Gwrx,] immaterial 
wholly in its character, designed to remove an ob- 
jection to the homestead principle. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is not in order. 
not in order to discuss the merits of the home- 
stead bill on this motion. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. SruarT 
in the chair.) The Senator is out of order in dis- 


cussing the homestead bill, or any provision con- || 


nected with it. The question simply is on going 
into Executive session. 


Tt is | 


2 


| ered, they had better allow us to vote on this | 


Mr. HUNTER. We 
we shall do. pa 

Mr. CHASE. I was aware that 1 was out of 
order, but I was not more-oul of order than many 
others who preceded me inthe debate; but I de- 
sist, with the expression of a hope that we shall 
have a vote. i 

Mr. BADGER. I wish merely to say that, if 
the friends of the homestead bill wish it consid- 


ought to determine what | 


question; because I canndt see what is the differ- 
ence between consuming ‘the day in Executive 
‘Session, and consuming the day in debating 
whether we shall go on with it or not. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays upon 
the motion to proceed to the consideration of Ex- 
ecutive business, resulted—yeas 20, nays 31; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Butler, Clay, Dawson, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Houston, Runter, 
Mason, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, 
‘Thompson of Kentucky, and 'Toucey—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Bright, 
Brown, Cass, Chase, Clayton, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin,” 
Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hamlin, 
James, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, | 
Pettit, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New | 
Jersey, Toombs, Wade, Walker, aud Welier—31. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, į 
announcing that the House had passed, with 
amendments, Senate bill to provide for the accom- 
modation of the courts of the United States, in | 
the district of Massachusetts. 

Also, that the Speaker had'signed the following 
enrolled bills; which were then signed by the 
President prb tempore: k 

An act for the relief of Thomas K. Glenn; 

An act regulating the Tne of holding the ses- 
sions of the district and cirtYit courts of the United | 
States, in the eastern distridt of Louisiana; 

Joint resolution providing for the distribution of 
the works of Thomas Jefferson; and 

An act to incorporate the Georgetown Gas-Light : 
Company. & 

THE HOMESTEAD BILL. * 


On motion by Mr. WALKER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- | 
eration of the House bill ‘“ to grant a homestead 
of one hugdred and sixty acres of the public lands 
to actual settlers,” the pending question being on 
the amendment of Mr. Gwin to strike out of the | 
first section the words “ free of cost,” and insert | 
| at twenty-five cents an acre, payable when the : 
patent shail have been issued.” 

Mr. SHIELDS called. for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment; and they were ordered. | 

Mr. CLAY. Ishall vote against the amend- ii 
ment, and I wish to state very briefly the reasons | 
why I shall do so. I am decidedly in favor of ; 
graduating the price of the homestead as we pro- | 
pose to graduate the price of the public lands to ; 
all purchasers. My friend from Mississippi (Mr. 
Brown] has an amendment which he intends to 
offer if this amendment of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia should not prevail, which does propose a 
| graduation of the price of the homestead, and | 
with a view of reaching his amendment and voting | 
for that, I shall vote against this amendment. I 
wish to say at the same time, however, that 1 do 
not think this price is low enough for some lands | 
which are subject to entry. As respects the lands | 
in Alabama, Í say without hesitation, and my | 
respected colleague, [Mr. Firzparricx,]} and the | 
Senators from Mississippi, who are acquainted | 
with the character of those lands, will, I believe, | 
fully sustain me in the assertion that the settler į 
| will not thank you for the privilege of entering | 
his land at twenty-five cents an acre, for there is || 
not an entire section of unentered public and un- | 
appropriated land in the State of Alabama at this | 
day, which on six months notice by advertise- į 
ment, would bring even the price of twenty-five | 
cents anacre. Those lands are sterile, barren, and 


| manded of the citizens of other Srat 


ii word. 


pay as much for her worst Tan 


lands, or that her citizens’ be’ made to. pay m 
than her lands are worth; ‘while scitizéns of. 
States may obtain lands ‘at: less’ than ‘th 
worth. Ns ea aed ° 
Mr. MALLORY addressed the Senate- upon 
the pending question, and upon ‘thé general p 
ciple involved in the bill. (His remarks wi 
found in the Appendix.} ESOS Eee 
The question being taken by yeas and nays" 
Mr. Gwin’s amendment, resulted—yeas 19,’ 
30; as follows: ` as 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bright, Butler, Cass, 
Gwin, Houston, James, Johnson, Mallory, ‘Mason, “Pettit, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson ‘of: New Jersey}: 
Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—]9, 7 x i K 

NAYS—Messra. Allen, Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brod- + 
head, Brown, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Dodge of 
Iowa, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer; - 
Giltette, Hamlin, Jones: of fowa, Jones:of Tennessee, 
Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Shields, Sumner, Thomp-, 
son of Kentucky, Wade, and Walker—30. K 


So the amendment was rejected. ; 


Mr. BROWN obtained the floor. ais 

Mr. GWIN. There is another amendment of 
mine, to which’! suppose ‘there will be.no ‘objec.’ 
tion. It is to strike out the word “ contracted”? it 
section four. a a cea 

Mr. BROWN. [I wish the floor, if there-ber 
other amendment pending. ‘r oe i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr.): 
The Chair does not understand how any other 
amendment could be pending. ati: : 


I hope the vote wi 


Mr. GWIN. ll be taken on 


| my motion to strike out that word. 


Mr. BROWN. I suppose there will be no ob- 
jection to that. J Sr Se 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, the amendment may be considered as 
agreed to unanimously. oat 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to perfect the bill 
by an amendment. Be Peat 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being 
made to the amendment of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia, the Senator from Mississippi is-entitled to 
the floor. : Looi bicai wit 
Mr. BROWN. Then I moveto strike ‘out all 
after the enacting clause of the bill, and’insert the. 
substitute which I send to the Chair; 0 0 0 5St 
Mr. WELLER. The bill can be amended be- 
fore the vote is put upon the substitute. = 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire further to amend 
the bill before the substitute is offered. I move to 
strike out the fourth section, aa coed 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unquestiona-~ 
bly the Senator has the right to moveto amend the 
bill before the question is taken on any substitute: 
Mr. BRODHEAD. My motion is tostrike out 
the bankrupt section—the fourth section—which 
is in these words: LOE ee 
“Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That all lands acquired 
under the provisions of this act shall in no event. become 


liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts contracted 
pror to the issuing the patent therefor,” Pui 
Mr. BROWN. Do I understand the Chair to 
decide that I have not the right, at this time, to 
offer my amendment? i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair in- 
tended to say that the Senator had a right to offer . 
his amendment; that it would be before the Sen- 
ate, and be considered after the amendments to 


i the original bill should be disposed of. 


Mr. BROWN. That is what I understand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. , The pending 
motion now is, to strike out the fourth section... - 

Mr. BROWN. [have an amendment to offer 
by way of perfecting the bill in. the first. sections 
but I yield to the Senator from Pennsylvania. — 

Mr. CHASE. I move to amend the section 
which the Senator from Pennsylvania proposes ‘to 
strike out, by striking out the word “contracted.” 

Mr GWIN. That has already been stricken 
out on my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis not stricken 
out. Ft was objected to, as the Chair understood, 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania, and not stricken 


out. huge 
Mr. CHASE. Then I move to strike out that 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. . Js the prop- 
osition to perfect the section which it-is proposed 
to strike out? i . E ee 


- Mr. CHASE. Itis.. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then theamend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio is in order. 

Mr. GWIN. Was: not. that amendment. per- 
mitted to be made by unanimous consent? 

The. PRESIDING OFFICER.” The Chair 
stated distinetly that the Senator from California 
could not move more than one amendment at a 
time. The pending question then was on his 
motion to strike out “free of cost,” and insert 
«í twenty-five cents, payable when the patent shall 
have, issued.” Ele could not move any other 
amendment while that was pending. ~The ques- 
tion now is on striking out of the fourth section the 
word “contracted.” 

“Mr. WALKER. Iam one of those who be- 
lieve that the word ‘‘contracted”’ should be stricken 
out of the fourth’ section of the bill; but I also 
believe that the residue of the section ought to be 
left, and for this reason: The remainder of the sec- 
tion is necessary for the protection of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. As it will read, if this 
word be stricken out, the section will simply pro- 
vide that all the lands settled upon under the bill 
ghall not be sold prior to the issuing of the patent. 
If you strike out the section, the States might exer- 
cise the right of selling the lands before the issue 
of the patent; and this Government, having itself 
taken the initiativein regard to the primary dis- 
posal of the soil, it would really be a question 
whether the State government might not sell it. 
But ag the section stands, with the word ‘“ con- 
tracted’? in it, it might be, if Congress could act 
in the manner proposed, that the lands would for- 
ever be exempt from sale under execution. But 
it ig necessary that the remainder of the section 
should be left for the protection of the Govern- 
ment during the five years occupancy of the set- 
tler. 

Mr. CLAY. I shall vote against the proposed 
amendment to strike out the word “‘ contracted,” 
because I do not see that it is going to achieve the 
objects assumed by the friends of the motion, 
Suppose the word “ contracted” be stricken out, 
then the section will in effect be this: that no land 
occupied under this act shall be subject to any 
debt or debts until the patent has been obtained. 
What will be the effect of that? I say it will be 
to divest the States of the right of taxing these 
lands, because, if the land cannot be sold for 
any debt until the patent issues, of course it will 
be in the power of the occupant to avoid all sale 
of. the land, to avoid all liability for contribution, 
in the way of taxes, towards the support of the 
State Government, by simply abstaining from 
asking or receiving a patent. I cannot vote for 
any provision of this kind. It is said that it is 
poe the rights of the Federal Government. 

do not think that such will be the effect of the 
amendment; but it will be to protect the settler in 
the enjoyment of the land with a perfect immu- 
nity from all debts to individuals or to the States, 
go far as the land is concerned. 

Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, if I understand 
it, the motion is to strike outthe fourth section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir; the 
first amendment is to strike out the word ‘‘con- 
tracted’’ in that section. 

Mr. PETTIT. Atany rate the question ought 
to be upon striking out the whole section. That 

‘section reads as follows: 

«That all lands acquired under the provisions of this act 

shall in no event become liable to the satisfaction of any 


debt or debts contracted prior to the issuing of the patent 
therefor.” 


: Let us read it now, leaving out the word “* con- || 


tracted,’ which it is proposed to strike out, and 
we shall find that it has little or no meaning. 
Without that word it reads thus: 


‘6 That all lands acquired under the provisions of this act ; 


shall in no event become liable to the satisfaction of any 
debt or debts prior to the issuing of the patent therefor.” 
The whole section ought to be stricken out for 
this reason: After the patent issues, the property 
becomes individual, and has passed from the Gov- 
ernment—this Government cannot longer control 
its disposition. [It mustbe left to the States alone 
to determine. The lex loci rei site—a question 
which we have examined in another form in this 
body—clearly and unquestionably governs. - The 
laws of the State will determine how property 
may be seized and exposed to sale by execution, 
for what debts it may be liable, through what 
courts and under what adjudication it must go, 
and this Government can no longer control itafter 


it-has parted with itstitle. The section, therefore, 
at all. i 


ought not to remain 
Now, sir, a few words in reference to the ques- 


tion that has been raiged: by the Senator from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Cuay,]. and answered, I think, to 
some extent, by the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. 
Cass,] relative to the power of taxation. There 
is no difficulty atall in. the States taxing these lands 
after they shall havegone into the individual posses- 
sion of persons, and after improvements have been 
made. I grant you that. that tax will not settle 
down as a mortgage or lien upon the lands so as 
to expose them to sale, and divest the title of the 
United States. But a tax upon their value, the 
value of the interest of the occupant, may be 
assessed and levied, and it will be charged against 
him on the assessment books. If he does not 
pay it voluntarily, any personal property which 
he has upon the premises or elsewhere, may be 
distrained, and may be exposed to sale to pay the 
taxes assessed upon this realty, this possessory 
right which he has, whatever the local Legislature 
may see fit to estimate, it at. I say, therefore, 
there is no trouble about collecting taxes on this 
| kind of property by the States, so long as any per- 
sonal property of the owner or occupant can be 
found. I repeat, that I grant the State or Terri- 
tory in which it may lie cannot seize upon the 
title and sell it, and divest the General Govern- 
ment of it; but the tax may be collected in the 
manner I have suggested. 

But, sir, not to have the appearance of attempt- 
ing to control the manner of disposing of the 
realty within their jurisdiction, L am in favor of 
striking out this whole section. The amendment 
to the amendment will leave itawkwardly worded 
—that the parties shall not ‘ become liable to the 
satisfaction of any debt or debts prior tg the issuing 
of thepatent.” Itshall not be so sold prior, to be 
sure; it could not be,#pld so as to pass the title. 
That is certain. The possession might be changed 
by the local Legislature probably, possibly at any 
rate; but to make the question a clear one, let us 
keep up the distinction between the powers of 
this Government, and the rights and powers of 
the States and territorial governments. No ques- 
tion does exist,in my mind, that as a local matter, 
this Government cannot entail real estate to per- 
sons after they have passed the title. When the 
title has once passed, it is woolly subject to the 
disposition of the local laws, and there ought to 
be no section in reference to it whateyer. The 
question of taxation, as { have said, is clear enough 
if any personal property can be found upon which 
to levy. I think that the section ought to be 
stricken out. When that shall have been done, 
there is a substantial amendment which I shall 
propose to the second section. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
is on striking out the word ‘ contracted. 

Mr. CHASE called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. PETTIT. I shall vote against striking 
i out that word, with the view of voting to strike 
out the whole section, when that shall have been 
‘defeated. 

The yeas and nays were taken; with the fol- 
lowing result: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, 
Chase, Dawson, Dixon, Douglas, Evans, Foot, Gillette, 
Gwin, Houston, Johnson, Mallory, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebas- 
tian, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Chompson of Kentucky, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Wade, Walk- 
| er, and Weller—28. 

NAY S—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Clay, Dodge of Iowa, 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hamlin, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Mason, Norris, Pettit, Rusk, and Shields—14. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


question 


A 


i from Pennsylvania, to strike out the fourth sec- 
tion. 

Mr. CHASE called for the yeas and nays upon 
it; and they were ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. I desire to say a few words in 
reference to this question. The Senator from 
[| Pennsylvania says that this is a bankrupt law, 
| It is quite the contrary. The whole effect of th 
| section, as it stands, is simply to exempt the 
| homestead from liability for debt`until the patent 
shall vest the title. After the title shall have 
| been vested by the patent, it will be liable for 
| debts precisely as any other property of the party 
i will be. Now, until the title shall so vest, it 


| 
| 
1 
| 


| now recurs on the amendment of the Senator | 


| one of the sovereign States. 


is perfectly obvious that.no person, except the. 
beneficiary, can acquire the interest, because. the. 
interest of the beneficiary himself can hardly rank 
as even an inchoate title. It. may revert, under. 
the circumstances indicated in the bill, to’ the 
Government. The sale for debt or taxes can 


effect nothing as against the Government. The. 


| Government will take no title as against the bene- 


ficiary; and the consequence is, if you strike out 
this section, you strike out a vital principle. of the 
bill. -Itconfersnothingupon the beneficiary which 
the Government has not a clear right to confer. 
The land remains, until the issue of a patent, 
against all the world, except as against the bene- 
ficiary, the land of the Government. If it s0 re- 
mains the land of the Government, clearly the 
Government may vest its title, until the issuance 
of the patent, in such a party as it may see fit. I 
hope the section will. not be stricken out. I re- 
gard it as one vital to the bill. 

Mr. President, T wish to say another thing. It 
will not escape observation that when.I moved an 
amendment to the bill, simply to strike @ut a dis- 
crimination. between two classes of foreigners, it’ 
was rejected; and many Senators voted against it 
upon the avowed ground that it was not desirable. 
to make any amendments to the bill. I appreci- 


| ated fully the force of that‘objection to my amend- 


ment, and I acquiésced in the vote by which the 
Senate decided againstit. But, then, immediately 
after the Senate had rejected an amendment moved 
by a friend of the bill, it incorporated into the bill 
a number of amendments moved by its avowed 
opponents, which have had no other effet than 
to weaken and jeopard it. This amendment comes 
from an avowed, and honorable, and manly. op- 
ponent of the bill. It comes from the Senator 
from Pennsylvania. I hope the friends of the bill 
at least will retrace the policy, upon. which, in 
my humble judgment, they entered unadvisedly, 
and will now agree to vote down every amend- 
ment, unless it be such as is absolutely necessary 
to make the bill perfectly unexceptionable in view 
of the Constitution. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not intend to take any 
part in this discussion. I shall vote against the 
whole bill; and, therefore, it is fair that I shall 
make this remark. But the Senator from Ohio. 
has touched upon what I regard one of the vital 
principles of the bill. Iam opposed. to this tenure: 
by bounty. It is a new tenure. I may designate 
it a tenure by bounty upon the public lands within 
Any one who set- 
tles upon the public lands, under such a tenure, 
has not a responsibility to the State in which he 
lives, equal to the responsibility of other citizens. 
You make him a federal tenant—a tenant, I again 


| repeat, not owning the lands by money advanced 
| for them, not for a consideration which makes 
| him responsible as a citizen of thé State, and sub- 


jecting him and his property to the sovereign do- 
minion in which he resides; but a tenant by the 
bounty of the Federal Government, exempting 
him from the liabilities of other citizens. I would 
strike it out; and I say, so far as regards the States 
in which such lands exist, it is going very far to 
impose upon them such a class of citizens. 

Mr. PETTIT. I ama friend of this bill. Of 
that no Senator can doubt. But I am not willing 
to pass a law that shall be totally inoperative, nor 
to burlesque Jaw-making by passing provisions 
which can have no vitality or existence, can pro- 
duce no good resultare only fraught with evil 
consequences, and must necessarily produce liti- 
gation wherever they are sought to be enforced. 
Now, sir, this provision of the bill seeks to ex- 
empt lands from debts existing prior to the issu- 
ing, or the ‘issuance,’ as the bill says, of the 
patent. That, I hold, is an utter impossibility for 
this Government to do. T'he State governments, 
and the State governments alone, after this Gov- 
ernment has passed the title, have the only power 
to determine the means by which it shall be ex- 
emplified or authenticated; and that applies with 
no greater force to the fee simple itself than to the 
possessory right. Your States can determine who: 


: shall possess property, which is held individually, 


as well as _they,can determine who owns the fee 
simple. They may.give the writ of ejectment to 
recover the possession. It is true, at common 


‘law, the only thing triable in such actions, was the 


right to immediate possession, and in this country 
it is vested entirely inthe States. Therefore, you 
would do what would be a nullity, an idle mock- 


a 


1854. ~ 


ing, by undertaking to sdy by your legislation 
here, after you have individualized the land, and 
ut individuals in the possession or cultivation of 
it; and after they have acquired a property and 
‘interest in it; that the local laws of the diate shall 
not determine how that possessory tight may be 
“forfeited, or the possessor ejected or removed. It 
is, therefore, a mockery. You cannot doit, The 
power is as much in the State or in the Territory 
where the land lies, to determine, after the Govern- 
ment shall have individualized the possession, who 
shall be the possessor of it, and how it shall be 
“taxed, and how the citizen shall be responsible to 
the local government, as itis to determine who has 
‘the legal title after the General Government shall 
have surrendered hers. The whole section ought, 
therefore, to make it harmonious,to make it com- 
port with enlightened judgment and enlightened 
‘information, as to the respective rights of the two 
governments—the State and the General Govern- 
ment—be stricken out. I protest that this Gov- 
ernmentyhas no power to determine who shall 
‘possess ‘the lands after the possession has been 
given to A, B, or ©. She has no power to con= 
trol the State legislation as to by what_means he 
may forfeit the right of possession. Will you, 
though he were a convict and ought to be sent to 
the penitentiary, say that he ought not to forfeit 
the possession, but shall forever remain on the 
land? I only instance that to show the extreme 
absurdity of this. There is no such power to in- 
dividualize the possession, and the States alone 
can control to whom it shall be given under their 
aws. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Beforethe honorable Senator 
takes his seat, T wish to ask him a question. “As 
‘I understand, this is butan inchoate, a contingent 
right. I would like to know what right the pur- 
chaser could get, when he made a purchase, if 
these lands were gold under an execution?” What 
right would the possessor receive? Then, I ask, 
‘would it not be illusory to the purchaser? He 
‘could get nothing. 

Mr. PETTIT. I say to the Senator, in re- 
sponse, that he would not get the legal title. That 
is true; but he would get the growing crops; he 


would get the implements; he would get posses- |i 


sion of the house, and the cultivated fields under 
the law of the State or Territory where sucha 
law was provided for him. They might be sold 
upon judgment. In many of your States you 
now provide, though it did not exist at common 
law, that choses in action, that equitable rights, 
that the mortgagee’s interest, may be sold upon 
execution, Such is the case in my own State, I 
know; and I have no doubt it is so in many other 
States. Buta few years ago, you held tenaciously 
to the old common law doctrine, that nothing but 
what was tangible property could be sold in that 
way; now, any chose in action, any bond, any 
note may be seized and sold at public auction as 
property, could have been at common law. So 
you may sell possessory rights; they may be sold 
in different States. The mere equitable right, the 
right of redemption, I believe, at common law 
could always be sold; but it was ideal held that, 
although by a mortgage, in the form of a fee 
simple, or conveyance with a defeasance, to be 
sure, they had mortgaged the property to all the 
earth, yet, as against the mortgagor, it might be 
sold upon execution; but the mortgagee’s interest 
could not be sold on execution. [tis now pro- 
vided that they can be seized, and levied upon, 
and exposed to sale, and all the rights of the 
mortgagee under the mortgage are tranferred by 
that means to the purchaser at the sheriff’s sale. 
So it is with this property. Igrant you, youcan- 
not wrest from the Government the fee simple; 
but you can wrest from the possessor the posses- 
sion of his house, his crops, and everything at- 
tached to his grounds; and you cannot divest the 
States of the power to determine as to the transfer 
of property within their jurisdiction. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 26, nays 20, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Clay, Dawson, Evans, Tish, Foot, Geyer, Hous- 
ton, Hunter, Johnson, Mallory, Mason, Norris, Pettit, Pratt, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of 
New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adame, Allen, Chase, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, 
Gillette, Hamlin, James, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Rockwell, Rusk, Shields, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, aud 
Waiker—20. 


‘So the fourth section was struck out. 


MHE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


Mr. BROWN. I move to amend the first sec- | 
tion of the bill by striking out all after the word 
senter” and inserting the following, (so that the 
section will entitle any free white person who is 
the head of a family, or who has arrived at the 
age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of the 
United States, to enter:) f 
—lands which have been offere {for sate for five years; at | 
one dollar per acre; tands which shall have been offered į 
for sale for ten years, at seventy-five cents per acre; Jands 
which shali have been offered ‘for sale for fifteen years, at 
fifty cents per acre ; Jands which shall have been offered 
for sale for twenty years, at twenty-five cents per acre j 
and lands which shail have been offered for sale for twenty- 
five years, at twelve and a half cents per acre, payable in | 
every instance at the expiration of five years, or sooner, if 
the citizen shall elect to make an earlier payment, and the 
patent shall issue after payment. 

The substitute which i had the honor to lay 
upon the table this morning, and move in lieu of 
this entire bill, has two main features init. One 
is a right of occupancy foriten years without pay- 
ment; the other is the scale of graduation almost 
like what I now submit. If this bill is to pass in 
any form, I am for applying the graduation prin- 
ciple to the payment of the public lands. I voted 
against fixing the arbitrary price of twenty-five 
cents an acre, or fifty cents an acre, or any other 
price; because there is a difference in the value of 
the land. Ilam for the graduation principle, be- 
cause that fixes the nearest approximate price at 
| which you can arrive, in reference to what is the 
| real value of the soil. I take that scale from the 
bill introduced by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Houwnrer,] and as I have had occasion to remark 
once before, I take it, because, having been 
| brought to us from that eminent source, and our į 
; minds having been induced to rest upon it, weare | 


| prepared to vote upon it.withoutany great amount | 
of consideration further, 1 should, if it had been 
left to me entirely, have fixed a somewhat differ- 
ent scale; but I am satisfied with that. We can- 
not, of course, sell each particular section of the | 
| land at precisely what it is worth; but it is idle to | 
tell me that it is all worth the same price; that if 
you sell it at all, you must sell arbitrarily at | 
| twenty-five cents an acre, whether it is poor or | 
i rich. The Senate well knows, that I entertain no | 
constitutional scruples aboutgiving away the land; 
; none on earth; but we have those to deal with who 
do- entertain those scruples, and we must meet on 
some half way ground, or we cannot get along ; 
together. 1 want to ask gentlemen who think that 
you have not the constitutional right to giveaway 
| the land, how near they approach that, by fixing | 
an arbitrary price of twenty-five cents, or say fifty | 
cents an acre? A piece of land is worth, in point 
| of fact, ten dollars an acre; but you say to one 
man, we will sell to you at twenty-five cents, and | 
to another man you shall not have it if you give ten 
dollars an acre; and you thus, in fact, give the 
first man $9 75 on the acre, and save the Consti- 
tution by refusing to give him theland. I amnot 
going, when the Senate is impatient, to debate the 
| proposition. J amquite content, so far as I am 
concerned, to take the vote without any further 
discussion. I should not have said thus much, į 
except to draw the attention of the Senate to the 
! amendment. 
| Mr.GWIN. Tam in favor of graduating the 
| price of the public lands, but not on this bill. I 
am in favor of the principle of the graduation bill, 
but I want to pass this bill on its own merits as a 
homestead bill. I shall, therefore, vote against 


| Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, 


the amendment. H 
Mr. CLAY. Ihave simply tosay that the bill | 
to which the Senator alludes for graduating the | 
price of the public lands, if he alludes to the one | 
which came from the House of Representatives, | 
only provides for the actual settler or occupant of ' 
the lands; and hence the provision of my friend i 
from Mississippi is substantially that provision. li 
If the amendment prevails, I shall vote for the bill. 


1 


I think it is altogether unjust and unfair to the | 
citizens of my State, where the public land is not 
absolutely worth “twenty-five cents an acre, to 
i exact of them, if we are going to fix any price at: 
| all, as high a price as has been paid or can be paid | 
for the best lands bought of the Government. i 

Mr. GWIN called for the yeas on the amend- | 
ment; and they were ordered and taken, with the į 
following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Benjamin, l 
Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Evans, į 


Fitzpatrick, Foot, Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Mallory, Ma- ` 


If it does not prevail, I shall vote against the bill. 
| 


li must first be offered for sale. 


son, Norris, Pearce, 
Toucey—25. ; 
... NAYS—Messrs, Allen. 


Prau; Riek; debastian; Téointia,% 


‘Brigin. Cage, C 
y d Douglas, F' 

Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hamlin, Jones of Jo: 

Tennesaec, Pettit, Rockwell, Shields, Slidell, Stui ne 

ner; Thompson of Kentucky, ‘Thomaoi “of New Jersey, 

Wade, Walker, and Weller=26.: (> Eiri 

So the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. PETTITT. T desire to'm 
ment, which it will be seen at once is n a 
and essential, to the second section of the biH: 
The proviso in that section reads as follows? =” 

«t In case of the death of both father and mother; leaving 
an infant child or children, under twenty-one years of age, 
the right and the fee shail inure to the benefit of said infant 
child or children, and the executor, administrator; or guard- 
ian, may, at any time within two yedrs after the death of 
the surviving parent, and in accordance with the laws of the 
State in which such children, for the time being, have their 
domicil, sell said land for the benefit of sait infants. 

I move to strike out the words “ childten, for 
the time-being, have their domicil,” and insert, 
after the word ‘* such,” which now stands before 
the word “ children,” the words, “ such ‘lands 
are situated.” It will be seen, at once, that. the 
provision here is, that the lands shall be: sold 
according to the laws of the State in which the 
children are domiciled. This: cannot be done. 
The title to the lands.can only be sold: according 
to the laws of the State in which ‘the lands are 
situated. I therefore offer this amendment... 

The amendment was agreed to. ee tidy 

_Mr. ADAMS. I move to amend the first sec- 
tion, by adding: ig, dad Paget 

Provided, That before‘any patent shall issue ‘under the 


provisions of this act, the patentee shall pay such. sum as 
the land covered by the patent may have cost the Gov- 


') ernment, to be ascertained by the estimate of thé Commis - 


sioner of the‘General Land Office. . 
The amendment was rejected. $ 


Mr. CLAY. I wish to know of the friends.of 
this bill whether, by the first section, they. propose 
to secure a homestead only on lands subject to 
private entry, or do they mean to embrace lands 
not subject to private entry, but which:have been 
surveyed? If they mean to. embrace lands which 
are not subject to entry, but which have been:sur- 
veyed, then the section achieves their object; but 
if they mean to confine it to those. lands only 
which are subject to entry, the last words ofthis 
section “and after the, same shall. have, been:sur- 
veyed,” should be stricken out; because, in the 
former part of the section, it is provided that.per- 
sons of the description mentioned ‘‘shall be: enti- 
tled to enter, free of cost, one quarter: section-.of 
vacant and wnappropriated publie lands, which 
may, at the time the application is, made, be sub- 
ject to. private entry at $1 25 per, acre,” butit 
concludes, “or a quantity equal thereto, to be:lo- 
cated in a body, in conformity. with the legal sub- 
divisions of the public lands, and. after the:same 
shall have been surveyed.” I move to:strikevout 
the words ‘‘and after. the same shall have ‘been 
surveyed;’’ because they will produce confusion. 

Mr. WALKER. It cannot-be denied that.the 
wording of the bill is a little obscure there, bute it 
cannot be denied at the same time that -the land 
must be surveyed before it can be privately ën- 
tered. Therefore, to strike out: these words would 
not change the effect of the bill, and 1 hope, for 
one, that unnecessary amendments will not ‘be 
made. : pe 

Mr. CLAY. I will state, in reply tothe Sena- 
tor, that I submitted this section to the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. He approved 
of the amendment, and said that, as the section 
stands, it would produce a great deal of difficulty 
and confusion, and that it would be construed in 
some quarters probably és embracing lands not 
subject to entry. At his instance, L have moved 


1i the amendment. 


Mr. WALKER. It cannot be so construed, 
except in some locality where it has been discov- 
ered that Jands can be entered at private entry be- 
fore they are surveyed. f 

Mr. CLAY. But all lands which have been 
surveyed are not subject to private entry. They 
The section, as It 
stands, I say does admit the construction I give 
it, to enable them to enter lands not subject to 
private entry. í 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CLAY. I have another amendment to 
move to the second section of thé bill, That sec- 
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tion. provides. that the party, in order to be entitled 
to a patent, ` Tare “SRG! 

s¢ Shall prove, by two credible witnesses, that he she, 
or they have continued to réside upon and cultivate said 
land; and still reside upon the same, and have not alienated 
ihe saine or any part thereof.”? i ¢ 


Here is a bounty for perjury. - T- should like to 
know where two credible witnesses could be pro- 
duced to prove this negative, that the party. had 
not alienated the land. I ask some of the friends 
of the bill to answer that question. I propose to 
strike out those words, ‘* have not alienated the 
same or any part thereof” and insert: 

Provided, ‘That on proof that the same, or any par 
thereof had been alienated prior to the issue of the patent, 
the grant and patent shall be null and void. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 15, noes 


20 


Mr. MASON. I offer the following amend- 
mendment, to come in at the end of the bill: 
Provided, That nothing containéd in this act shall apply 


to any of the public lands lying northwest_of the Ohio 


river, abd which were ceded to the United States by the 


Commonwealth of Virginia, pursuant to the act of that 
Commonwealth, of the 30th of October, 1783, accepted by | 
Congress March Ist, 1784, the same being, by the Virginia 
acts and deed of cession aforesaid, considered as a common 
fund for the use and benefit of such of the United States as 
have become members of the Confederation or Federal al- 
Jiance of said States, Virginia inclusive, according to their | 
usual respective proportions in the general charge and ex 
penditures, and to be faithfully and bona fide disposed of 
for that purpose, and for no other uses or purposes what- 
ever; and the sixth article of the Constitution of the United | 
States, providing that all debts contracted and engagements | 
entered into before the adoption of this Constitution, shall 
be as valid against the United States under this Constitu- 
tion, as under the Confederation, er 

“Jf this bill pass, it will certainly introduce a 
new policy, on the part of this Government, with 
reference to'a portion of the public property. 
The honorable Senator from Michigan, (Mr. į 
Cass,] when contrasting the policy of this bill, | 
with other bills of general interest that were 
pending before Congress, said he considered it 
the great measure of the session, and I agree with 
him. Itis the great measure of the session. 

Mr. CLAYTON. And of the age. 

Mr. MASON. It is the great measure of the 
‘age, to make it more ample, because it asserts | 
a right on the part of this Government, two- 

-fold in its character: first to give away the public 
property without consideration; and secondly, to 
select the class to whom it shall be given—to give 
away the public property that it holds under the 
Constitution, and to select the class to whom they 


shall give it, because they are to giye it only to 
those who will reside upon and cultivate it. 
Now, Mr. President, if that is to be the policy 
of the Government in reference to the public prop- 
erty, I can see no. reason, and 1 apprehend no 
Senator can assign a reason, why it shall be lim- 
ited to the public lands; why they cannot, for the 
same reasons, go into the public Treasury, and 
take out the coin and give it to one class of the 
community to the exclusion of others; why they 
may not go into the public Treasury and take the 
public money, and say we will give it to the pau- 
pers, to enable them to maintain themselves with- | 
out labor; orto the manufacturers, to enable them 
the better to carry on their manufactures? -It | 
asserts a power in the Government, I submit with 
all possible respect to those who differ from me, 
to exercise an unlawful control over the public 
property. I agree, then, with the honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan, it is the great measure of the 
session, and probably of theage. Tt isagrarian— | 
agrarian in its strongest aspect. The whole of the 
States are tributary to this policy. The great 
body of the public lands are those which were 
eva and paid for out of the Treasury. They | 
ecame public property, and this bill asserts a 
right to take that public property, not for the pub- 
lic use, but to give it away. l 
Sir, I can see no warrant in the Constitution | 
for it; but if itis the purpose of the Senate thus | 
to use the public property, I respectfully submit | 
to them, on the part of the State which I have the 
honor to represent here, that they shall regard the 
compact made with that State, at least in relation | 
to so much of this property as was derived from | 
it. That which was called Northwestern Ter-! 
ritory, and out of which have been carved five 
States of the Confederacy, is bound by that com- | 
pact. I have recited the terms of the compact in | 
the amendment; because, if it be the pleasure of | 
the Senate to reject it, I want it to go on the! 


record; that my State and my people may. know 
how far this Federal Government regards a com- 
pact made with one ofits members; how far this 
Federal Government will regard a compact made 
with one of the States, when it is in pursuit of 
a policy which I well know the people of that 
State will deprecate. Sir, what is the compact? 
The States, under the articles of Confederation, 
were urgently requested. by the Federal Govern- 
ment of that day, t@:gnake.a cession of all their 
public lands for publie purposes, upon fair and 


legitimate grounds, upon the grounds that these- 


lands, having been acquired by the common blood 
and treasure of the colonies of Great Britain, 


should not be exclusively applied to those States. | 


Virginia made a very large cession; she made it 
upon conditions. ‘Those conditions are upon your 
statute-book; and the Constitution under which 
we now legislate, and which we are all sworn to 
support, imposes upon this Congress to regard the 
engagements entered into by the Confederation. 

Ï have recited that in the amendment. Sir, the 
compact was this: Virginia passed a law, in pur- 
suance of the recommendation of the old Congress, 
authorizing her Representatives in Congress, by 
deed, to convey this domain to the United States, 
but upon this condition, among others: After re- 
serving a portion of itin order to pay the bounties 
stipulated to be paid to her officers and soldiery, 
it says: 


« It shall be considered as a common fund for the use and | 
benefit of such of the United States as have become, or į 
shall become, members of the Confederation or Federal |; 


Alliance of such States, Virginia inclusive, according to 
their usual respective proportions in the general charge and 


expenditure, and shall be taitbfully and bona fide disposed ; 


of for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose what- 
soever.”? be ie 

The Representatives ‘of Virginia, thus author- 
ized, did convey the land, and in the deed of con- 
veyance itself recited that it was made to and for 
the uses and purposes, and on the conditions, re- 
cited in the act. That act was signed and sealed 
in the presence of the old Congress, and by a res- 
olution of Congress accepted; and they made 
themselves parties to it in all its stipulations and 
provisions. 
was, that only three States should be carved out of 
this territory; and as evidence that Congress con- 
sidered itself bound by the stipulations and con- 
ditions, it afterwards; by resolution, requested the 
State of Virginia to relax that portion of her pol- 
icy, and to enlarge the condition, so as to permit 
five States to be made. Virginia did it, and that 
was the only one of the conditions contained in 


the cession which was relaxed or modified on the || 


part of Virginia. 

I submit, then, it is binding upon the Congress 
of the United States, under the present Constitu- 
tion, because, as recited in the amendment, by the 


sixth article of the Constitution all contracts and | 
engagements entered into by the Government | 
under the Confederation are assumed to be binding | 


upon this Government. Now, sir, I do not see, 
if a compact is to be regarded; if the Congress of 
the United States is not to setan example to its own 
people, and to the world, of violating a solemn 
compact entered into upon good consideration at 
the time it was done; how we can avoid making 
the amendment to the bill. Why, sir, what is 
the stipulation? I do not believe, far-seeing and 
sagacious as our ancestors were, that they ever 
contemplated a day when Congress would assume 
to give away the public property; and whether 
they did or not, the bill upon your table comes 
strictly within its purview. What, then, is the 
condition? The condition is, that these lands shall 
be treated as a common fund, and that the States 
then in the Union, and those that thereafter should 
come into the Union, should have the benefit of 


| that fund. How? In proportion to their com- 


mon charge in the general expenditure. At that 
day this general expenditure, under the Articles of 
Confederation, was apportioned among the States, 
and the States provided for it; and this was the 
fund to be for the relief of those States propor- 
tionate to its common charge in general expendi- 
ture. Now, the power of taxation is given; a 
revenue is collected from the people of the Statés 
in lieu of the apportionment of this common 
charge; and under the terms of that deed of ces- 
sion, mutatis mutandis it accommodates itself per- 
fectly in reference to the present con 
things and the taxing power, because if you treat 
this as a fund, bring it into the Treasury as a part 


One of the conditions of the cession | 


dition of | 


ofthe common fund, it will then go exactly in 
proportion for the relief of States for their com- 
mon charge in support of the Confederacy. 

Now, Mr. President, I do: not know whether 
this bill is to pass into alaw or not. If it does 
pass, I, asa representative of the State of Vir- 
ginia, ask in her name that the land ceded by her 
Shall be exempted from its operation. I ask it 
under the terms of the conditions upon which the 
land was ceded; I ask it as a right upon the part 
of one of the States of the Union, that a compact 
made with her shall not be violated, but shall be 
regarded; and if it be the pleasure of the Govern- 
[| ment to enter into this policy of treating the pub- 
lic property no longer as a trust, but as a subject 
confided to their arbitrary discretion, to be given 
away either to classes or to the people in numero, 
let this property, which is exempte by the terms 
of the cession from any such disposition, be ex- 
empt from it. 

Mr. FISH. Before the Senator from Virginia 
takes his seat, I should like to ask him whether 
the amendment he proposes is confined the fu- 
ture disposition or restriction upon the lands ceded 


Foy Virginia alone, or whether it extends to the 


other States who have likewise ceded land to the 
Government? 

Mr. MASON. It is confined to Virginia. 

Mr. FISH. I would likewise like to ask the 
Senator whether the deeds of cession executed 
between the Government and the other States did 
not contain similar restrictions as to the disposi- 
tion of the Jands? 

Mr. MASON. The deeds of cession made by 
the various States contained various provisions. 
I think the one made by the State of Connecticut 
reserved the fee-simple and sold the land after- 
wards. The deed of cession between New York 
|| and the General Government may have contained 
the same provisions as that of Virginia. I think 
the terms of it were for the common benefit of all 
the States, or some equivalent expression. I con- 
fined my amendment to the State of Virginia, 
because I thought it incumbent upon me to bring 
the attention,of Congress to this compact made 
with her in reference to the lands, so far as she 
ceded them. 

Mr. FISH. It would be utterly impracticable 
to put into operation the prohibition of this ameng- 
ment, should it be enacted, as it is impossible at 
this day to tell what lands were ceded by Virginia, 
and what were not ceded by her. The claim of 

Virginia at that time was very extensive in its ter- 
| ritorial limit; but it was very doubtful as to the 
larger portion of what was claimed. Other States, 
my own among the number, claimed title also to 
i| what was then known as the Northwestern Ter- 
|| ritory. The State of New York, foremost among 
|| the old States, executed a deed of cession con- 
taining a provision in terms similar to that which 
the Senator from Virginia has stated, and in effect 
that which the State of Virginia afterwards at- 
tached to its deed of cession. A committee of 
Congress, some time in the year 1781 or 1782, on 
|i the cession of the Northwestern Territory, had 
i| referred to itthe claims of the several States. The 
State of New York, the State of Connecticut, and 
I think the State of Massachusetts, attended by 
|i their representatives before that committee, and 
| submitted to it their claims. The State of Vir- 
i| ginia refused to submit her title to the land, or 
| give the nature or extent of her claim; and in her 
i deed of cession she made it one of the conditions 

that the General Government should guarantee to 
the State all the lands claimed by her, and not 
embraced within the deeds of cession. That com- 
mittee, in the absence or in the refusal on the part 
of the representatives from Virginia to submit her 
title, reported upon the title of the other States, 
|| and, among others, reported that the State of New 
|| York had the prior and best title to the territory 
lying out of her own proposed limits, north of the 
Ohio and south of the forty-fifth degree of paral- 
Jel; and in reference to Virginia, also reported dis- 
tinctly, and recommended the refusal to accept the 
grant proposed by the State of Virginia, on the 
|| ground that that State asked Congress to guaran- 
tee her land to which she had no title. 

Í do not desire at this time to enter into any 
discussion on that question. My object was 
merely to interpose a claim for New York to 
which she is fairly entitled, of having been the 
first to tender and execute a cession of lands, the 
title to which at that time was recognized by’ the 
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Committee of Congress, and of having had the 
best title to the Northwestern Territory. If the 
Senator wishes a vote upon his.amendment now, 
J am inclined to think that I shall vote-for it, if he | 
will so modify it as to embrace the land ceded by 
the other States. 

. Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, the Senator į 
from Virginia asks and demands in the name of | 
the Commonwealth that he represents, that her 
compact of. cession of any interest which she j 
may have had in the western lands, shell not be 
violated. I hardly need say to that Senator, or 
the Senate generally, that 1 shall be the first to | 
hold up my hand against any such violation; that | 
I cannot, under any circumstances, be induced to 

_ vote for a proposition which shall violate any of 
the early compacts, as such, which were entered 
into between the States and the General Govern- 
ment; that if there were any State in the Union | 
which I could be induced to procure a violation of | 
such stipulations against, Virginia would be the | 

“last; and I will not attempt, under any circum- 
stances, to violate a compact which that ancient ; 
and honorable Commonwealth has entered into. 
The patriotism of Virginia, ancient and modern, | 
the chivalry of her sons, ancient and modern, 
forbid that any such thing should be attempted. | 
But allow me, Mr. President, to say I think, if 

the Senator holds that there is any danger of a 
violation here, he is grossly mistaken, That no | 
such attempt is made here, nor will this bill vio- | 
late any such provision, is very clearto my mind. | 

| 
t 


Sir, let me say to that Senator, that after his | 
State passed the law of 1783, with the provision | 
in it that he read to the Senate, she made another, 
a subsequent, a different compact with these States. 
She ratified and confirmed the Constitution of the | 
United States, which, in so many words, if it con- | 
flicts—though I hold it does not conflict with it— | 
would abrogate this original compact, because it 
expressly, in words, authorizes this Gov@#nment | 
«to dispose of and make all needful rules and | 
regulations respecting the Territory or other prop- | 
erty belonging to the United States.” That was | 
a later and subsequent contract, a subsequent | 
agreement of the Confederation that this Govern- 
ment should dispose of,and make all needful rules j 
and regulations concerning the land. First, while 
we were a mere Confederation, under the articles, | 
she put in that provision. Then we were poor; 
then we were weak; then we were contracting 
debts, or had just contracted debts, to acquire an 
independent, national existence; but after that was į 
over, when the gloom of the Revolution had dis- 
appeared, and the bright effulgence of the political | 
noonday syn was shining upon us, she came for- 
ward and said, we should have unlimited power 
to dispose of the lands ceded by her, as well as by 
others. Does Virginia propose to repudiate that | 
latter contract, or will she admit that the latter | 
one supersedes her former enactment, her former | 
stipulations? Sir, the latter contract does super- 
sede the former, if there were a conflict; but I hold | 
there is no conflict. | 

Mr. President, the Senator says that this is an 
agrarian measure. 

Mr. DAWSON. I desire to ask the Senator | 
whether the Government would not be constitu- | 
tionally bound by the compact with the State of ; 
Georgia? That State ceded the land out of whieh į 
has been formed the States of Alabama and Mis- | 
sissippi with like conditions. Now, how can the 
constitutional question apply to_the.subsequent | 
contract made with the State of Georgia? f 

Mr. PETTIT. Very well, when that comes | 
properly in my way, { will attend to it. Í rose to 
reply briefly to a few remarks of the Senator from 
Virginia, and that question is not before the Sen- 
ate. The Senator from Virginia says that this is | 
an agrarian measure. Well, sir, if this measure, | 
which holds out inducements to the citizens of the | 
United States to acquire the realty, the ownership 
of the soil, to identify themselves with the soil of | 
the country, tends to agrarianism, then I should | 
go for the measure which would consummate it | 
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entirely, and would be the perfection or pattern of | 
agrarianism. I only would to God I had the; 
power—for I would not hesitate to exercise it if I 
had it—to compel every American citizen to own | 
a piece of the soil of the country. By so doing I: 
need not say to you I should give hera defense and | 
strength which she could not have under other | 
circumstances. 
Give the man an interest in the soil, let his chil- 


dren know that they shall own-it, and he may it 
well-bid defiance from. all invasion--abroad, and 
turmoil and revolution at home. i would carry it 
to the full extent of agrarianism, if in-my power. 
Į repeat, | would compel men to own soil whether 
they lived upon it-or not. . oe 
Sir, it is a common saying, it is cant, I may 
properly observe, to talk of ngrarianism and of 
the Gracchi—those lovers of their race who de- 
sired that men should become rural occupants of 
the country. If to desire that men should be | 
possessors of the soil, coupling patriotism with | 
an interest, making them an ardent, enduring, and 
available defense in time of need; if to desire that 
men should have the means by which they could, 
with little industry, draw from the soil itself the 
necessary sustenance for them and their families į 
be agrarianism, then Iam an agrarian, and to the | 
fullest extent. But, sir, it is note That term is 
applied odiously, and asa term of derision and 
contempt to those who would divide up the pres- 
ent individual ownership of soil among persons 
who have it not, and cannot acquire it. Some 
Senators here may have large possessions, more 
than they can cultivate and dispose of; and there 
may be people who, per force of law, would di- 
vide it out to those who had none to cultivate. 
But that is not my feeling or desire. Í sympa- 
thize with no such movement. =i 
Now, let me say to the Senator from Virginia, 
that if he is desirous of maintaining the provis- 
ions of the deed of cession, of the act of the Le- 
gislature of Virginia of 1783, I will go with him 
to the fullest extent, if he will put in this provis- | 
ion as it ought to be. If, instead of saying that | 
the bill shall not apply to the lands of Virginia, 
he will put in what I propose, I will not object. | 
I will not go into the question of whether Vir- 
ginia then, or in modern times, has arrogated a 
little more than justice might always warrant her į 
in doing. I willnot go into the question of whether 
she arrogated to herself the ownership of all the 
lands, even to the western ocean. 1 will not con- | 
test her right before this tribunal to the owner- į 
ship of all these lands. 1f, however, the Senator 
will amend his amendment so as to make it read, 
that this act of Virginia referring, to it, and the 
clauses of the Constitution, shall not be violated, 
then I will go with him, aud vote for the amend- | 
ment; but when he says that the bill shall not 
apply to the territory northwest of the river Ohio, | 
} shall dispute the right of Virginia now, or at any | 
time, to put any such restrictions upon it. She; 
had no right to do so; she never pretended even | 
to do it. | 
Mr. MASON. The terms of the amendment | 
are, ‘the lands ceded by the State of Virginia.” 
Mr. PETTIT. Will the Senator amend it as | 
I have proposed, by saying, provided, that this 
act of Virginia, this deed of cession, this com- 
act, as he calls it, between Virginia and the | 
nited States, shall not be violated? If he does, 
1 shall be with him, and then we shall see whether i 
the courts, if it shall be necessary to resort to | 
them, will determine that a grant of lands under | 
this bill is a violation of it. Sir, it is no violation, | 
and it never was; and there is not a court in the | 
Senator’s own State but would hold it idle to set i 
up such a pretense or claim. | 
The Senator says he wants to maintain the; 
compact invioiate. Then let us reaffirm it. I; 
am ready now, and I hope all my successors here | 
may be ready, to afirm and reaffirm the engage- i 
ments into which our ancestors entered. If Vir- | 
ginia has reserved to herself a right that is invio- | 
lable, we cannot change it, but we must give her | 
the full benefit of it. Let the amendment be so! 
amended as to provide that this compact, this, 
deed of cession, shall not be violated, and then, I, 
say to the Senator, 1 wili vote for it upon the yeas | 
and nays; but as long as he shall persist in saying || 
in his amendment that the act shall not apply to | 


the territory northwest of the Ohio river ceded j 
by Virginia, I cannot agree toit. That is making 
a new law. lam willing to confirm the old law; i 
and if the Senator has any question about that, | 
he will certainly accept my proposition. | 

Sir, I do not know that I desire to say anything | 
further on this question. I earnestly ask the Sen- 
ator to put his amendment in the form I have i 
| suggested, so that it shall be an express reserva- i 
tion, so that it shall not violate any compact en- 
tered into by Virginia and the confederated States. 


| without the limits of the said 


| tion to him for that purpose, is 


Let the Senator so amend his amendment. 


(prefer to haveit‘in its présent 
forms nu ped BEM eee eda, a 
Mr. PETTITT. He will not amend: it. 
1 move an amendment to this effect; to make it. 
read: : , ta aao BE ays ; 

Provided, That no compact entered ‘int 

State of Virginia upon the one.part, andthe Un 
upon the other part, by deed of cession ‘and ‘a 
shall be violated. ck 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, T have but? 
words to say upon this point, and`then Teball 
leave the súbject, That there was a: disputed 
question as to the rights of the States under: the 
Confederation to extend their charters indefinitely 
westward to the Pacific ocean, is a historical: fact 
which we all know. It was a question which 
almost divided this Confederation. The States 
not possessed of any such claim contended, and I 
think very rightly, that this whole country be- 
longed to the King of England, and that, as it had’ 
been conquered from him by the common: blood 
and treasure of the United States, it belonged’ to 
this Union. But the States of New York, Con- 
necticut, and Virginia, who contended that their 
charters ran indefinitely westward, said ‘tis ours, 
and we will have it.” Fora long while that ques- 
tion threatened the dissolution of the Confederacy. 
Some of the best resolutions ever passed and 
drafted, on that subject, were ‘by the Legislature 
of Maryland, and they serve to show'the excited 
feelings which prevailed at that moment. `; 

Now, with respect to the claim of Virgin 
Senator from Indiana calls on the Sena 
Virginia to show where it was. No.ma 
show where it was, nor is. it setted, nor ca - 
settled; for the moment you attempt to settle it, 
you interfere with the claims. of Connecticut, and 
with the other States: who contended that they 
went indefinitely westward upon their parallels of 
latitude, to the Pacific ocean. Therefore, the 
cessions made were all made indefinitely. None 
were designated by fixed boundaries, and you 
cannot now point out the cessions. eee 

Well, sir,it was maintained at first on this floor, 
and is yet by some gentlemen, though LẸ erceive 
the honorable gentleman from Virginia does not 
now maintain it, that the clause. in the deed of 
cession, that the lands ceded should be forthe © 
common benefit of the States, meant the cominon 
benefit of the States respectively and individually. 
and that, therefore, the lands should be distributed 
to them. I do not mean to go into that question; 
but to my mind, nothing is clearer than that’ the 
common benefit there meant was the common 
benefit of the confederated States, and not: the 
common benefit of the individual States. : If the 
cession was for the common benefit of the Çon- 
federation, it is a question for us to determine 
what is the common benefit in the application of 
the land? I believe it is for the common . benefit 
of this Confederacy that the land should be settled, 
and that by providing for its settlement we vio- 
late no claim of Virginia at all. eae 

l hold in my hand, Mr. President, three acts of 
Congress, approved by General Washington, 
carrying into effect this very principle of granting 
the public lands gratuitously to actual settlers; s0 
that when the honorable Senator from Virginia 
says that our ancestors never dreamt of such a 
provision, I show him that our ancestors first set 
the precedent, and established the principle: The 
first to which [ refer is an act approved March 
3, 1791, “ granting lands to the inhabitants ‘and 
settlers at Vincennes, and the Illinois country, in 
the territory northwest of the Ohio, and for con- 
firming them is their possession.”? { have no 
doubt that there are many other similar acts, but 
L have had my attention called to these three 
within the last ten months. This act grants to 
settlers in Vincennes, who are heads of families, 
four handred acres of land, if they lived there 
before 1783, and then it further provides: 


t 'Phat the heads of families at Vincennes, or in the Mi- 
nois country, in. the year 1783, who afterwards removed 
Territory, are, notwithstand- 
ing, entitled to the donation of four hundred acres of land 
made by the resolve of Congress of the rh of August, 
1788 ; and the Governor of the said territory, upon applica- 
hereby directed to cause the 


same to be laid out.” 

It contains a further provision: 

«That the Governor of the said Territory be authorized 
to make a grant of land, not exceeding one hundred aeres, 
to cach person who hath not obtained any donation of land 
from the United States, and who, on the Ist day of August, 
1790, was enrolled in the militia at Vincennes, or in the 
Illinois country, and has done militia daty.”” 
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On thè:3ist -of April, 1792, another act was 
passed and approved by the President, entitled 
“ An act authorizing the grant and conveyance of 
certain lands to the Ohio Company of Associates.”’ 
It will be recollected that this company purchased 
a large tract of land. They did not pay for the 
whole, or receive a patent for the whole, but they 
received a patent for what they did pay for; and 
besides that, they. had included in their patent one 
hundred thousand acres for the express. purpose 
of granting it to every real settler above the age of 
twenty-one years. Here.is the provision: 

_ That the President be, and he hereby is, further author- 
ized and empowered, by letters patent as aforesaid, to 
rant and convey to the said Rufus Putnam, Manasseh Cut- 
‘ler, Robert Oliver, and Griffin Green,” 
Who were the agents and directors of the com- 
pany, to my personal knowledge, 
«t and to their heirs and assigns ,in fee-simple, in trust for the 
uses above expressed, a further quantity of one hundred 
thousand acres. of land: Provided always, nevertheless, 
‘That the said grant of one hundred thousand acres shail be 
made on the express condition of becoming void for such 
part thereof as the said company shall not have, within five 
years from the passing of this act, conveyed in fee-sim- 
ple, as a bounty, and free of expense, in tracts of one han- 
dred acres, to each male person not less than eighteen years 


of age, being an actual settler at the time of stich convey- 
ance”? 


This act was approved April 21, 1792. No 


principle can be more fully established than is this į 


principle by thatact. General Washington knew 


all about this compact, and so did the men asso- | 


elated with him. 


Mr. WALKER. And he was a Virginian, 
‘Mr. CASS. Besides that, there is another act, 


and I have no doubt that there are half a dozen | 


auch, in the book which I have before me, contain- 
ing the land laws. Ihave scarcely had time to look 
into it; but here I find this provision for the relief 
of the settlers at Galliopolis, passed in 1795:, 
«Phat the President of the United States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and empowered to cause to be sur- 
veyed, laid off, and divided, the remaining twenty thou- 
sand acres of land, residue of the twenty-four thousand 
_ acres, into as many lots or parts as the actual settlers of 
Galliopolis shall, on the ascertainment aforesaid, amount 


to, and the same to be designated, marked, and numbered j 
on a plat thereof, to be returned to the Secretary ofthe said j’ 
Territory, together with a certificate of the conrses of the | 


said lots; the said lots, or parts of the aforesaid tract, to be 
_ assigned to the settlers aforesaid by lot. And the President 
of thé United States is hereby authorized and empowered 
to issue letters patent, as aforesaid, to the said actual set- 
tlors, and their heirs, for the said twenty thousand acres, 
to be held by them in severalty, in lots, to be designated 
_ and described by their numbers on the plat aforesaid, with 
condition, in the same letters patent, that, if one or more of 
the said grantees, his or her heirs or assigns, shall not, 
within five years from the date ofthe same letters, make, or 
cause and procure to be made, an actual settlement on the 
lot or lots assigned to him, ber, or them, and the same con- 
‘tinue for five years thereafter, that then the said letters 
patent, so far as: concerns the said lot or lots not setted 
and continued to be settled as aforesaid, shall cease and 
determine, and the title thereof shall revert in the United 
Hates, in the same manner as if this law had not passed.” 


Now, Mr. President, nothing can be clearer 


than that. My belief, as a member of the United 
States Senate, is, that this measure will Increase 


the prosperity of the country in which the United | 


States are interested. I believe it is for the publ 
benefit, for the benefit of Virginia as well as the 
rest of us. 

The honorable Senator from Virginia has re- 
peated an opinion of the honorable Senator from 
Louisiana, as I understand, to wit: that this is 
class legislation. Ifere is an act applying to every 
citizen of the United States. J 
orable gentleman, they will not ail take advantage 
of it, ‘To be sure they will not, but does that 
make ita class measure? You may say the same 
thing of the sale of the public lands. You may 


say that is a class measure, because all will not: 


buy. So of voting; it may be said it is a class 


measure, because all the people will not vote. | 
My idea is, that that is a class measure which | 


the law confines to a particular class of persons. 


‘That is nota class measure which extends to all, | 
and may be embraced by ali, though all do not | 


intend to take advantage of it. 
such reproach, 


But, says the hon- |: 
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or almost indefinitely; ima: state of nature. We 
hold it upon the condition pointed outin the words 
of Scripture, thatit shall be replenished and sub- 
dued.. Our only excuse, the only-excuse for civ- 
ilized nations for going to an undiscovered region, 
| and taking possession of a country roamed over 
by savages, is to carry into effect this very injunc- 
| tion that the world was given to produce, and that 
he who prevents its produce ought to be‘allowed 
to have no certain property in it; and yet we, for 
! the sake of this paltry profit, are to hold our lands 
| out of cultivation for centuries! Ido not think it 
! proper, and I hope the Senate will concur with me 
In this opinion. 

! Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, without going 
‘into the general question of this bill, I shail en- 
deavor to put the Senator from Michigan right 
in one very important part of the history of these 
cessions, which he has not given very accurately. 
It is very true that it was contended by the State 
of Maryland, and other States in the United States 
who did not hold land, that all the unappropri- 
! ated lands in the United States, having belonged 
i to the Crown of Great Britain, ought to inure to 
ithe benefit of the Confederacy. That doctrine 
į was steadily and uniformly denied, and the Con- 


She could not have done it at any moment. She 
never did it. It is trae, Maryland remained out 
of the Confederacy until 1781, during the war, 


lands which were to be won from the British 
Crown by the common arms of all, should not 
inure to the general benefit of the General Gov- 
ernment; but I say that doctrine was repudiated 
by the Confederacy. 

The doctrine of Maryland was not, as stated 


i that the rights of the States claiming land did not 


| inasmuch as those lands had belonged to the 
Crown of Great Britain, the Confederation should 
i succeed to the rights of the Crown; and this claim 
applied as well to lands within the settled, defined, 
i and undisputed limits of the States, as to those 
: where the claims and rights of the States conflict- 


From the Atlantic ocean to the Mississippi river, 
| her claims to land extended; and Maryland con- 
f tended that she had a share in the lands there as 
! wellasanywhere else. It is true that in the North- 
| west Territory, New York and Connecticut, as 
well as Virginia, laid claim to it; but that was not 
| the ground upon which Maryland and the other 
; opponents of the separate ownership of the sev- 
| eval States put their objection to it. 
was not ceded upon that ground. But the other 
i ground to which Maryland adhered with great 
tenacity, was, that as the lands were wrested by 
the common arms from the Sovereign of Great 
l: Britain, they ought to inure to the common benefit 
|! of those who won them. 
i 


‘urged with a great deal of apparent justice, and 
real justice too. They said that as they had fought 


| were therefore entitled to participate in them, as 
well as the States within whose legal limits they 
existed. 

Hence, the idea of the Senator from Michigan 
on that subject is wholly erroneous. As my col- 


j 
| 


in force. 


ment. Georgia ceded to the General Govern- 
: ment her lands upon certain terms and condi- 
tions. 


i Constitution, as a subsequent contract, overruled 


'The Constitution could not have done it even if 
: there had been no express clause upon the subject, 


But the honorable Senator says itis agrarian. | 


As-I said yesterday, that is a reproach which has 
been handed down to us from early times; but I 
believe that now, since the researches of Niebuhr, 
Roman history has been pretty well redeemed 
from it. Itis no agrarian law. [tisa provision 
for the settlement of a world, a vast tract of land 
| which we retain in a state of nature; which, in my 
opinion, we have no moral right to retain forever, 


| but there is an express clause affirming’the valid- 

ity of every compact made by the Confederation. 
. 1 am, therefore, much astonished that the Sena- 
| tor from Indiana, who is usually very accurate 


i 


| all needful rulesand regulations,” Congress would 
| be compelled, even without the clause of the Con- 


i stitution affirming the validity of the contracts of 


‘federation asserted no right over those lands. | 


because she would not acknowledge that those | 


by the Senator from Michigan, that the title was | 
i uncertain. She did not proceed upon the idea : 


! extend to the Pacific ocean, but upon the idea that | 


ed and clashed. There was no conflict in Georgia. | 


‘The territory | 


This argument was | 


| to disposses the British Crown to those lands, they. : 


league [Mr. Dawson] remarked, the cession of | 
i the State of Georgia is clearly and indisputably j 
It was made after the Constitution; | 
: and the cessions made before the formation of: 
: the Constitution was recognized by that instru- : 


and altered the compacts by which the States 


zh a _ ceded their lands to the General Government. ; 
li is Hable to no © 


i| on these subjects, should present the view which ; 
hehasdone. { say that, under the power ‘to make | 


ft is altogether a mistake, on the part of | 
the Senator from Indiana, to suppose that the | 


the Confederation to administer the land accord- 
ing to the terms on which they received it from 
the original holders. ` 

Mr: PETTIT. Wil the Senator allow me a 
moment? i 4 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 
- Mr. PETTIT. I did not andwer the Senator's 
colleague fully, in reference to the question which 
he put to me, and I do not know that Í amentirely 
competent to do so; but I will make this remark 
to him, and to the Senator on the floor who has 
yielded it tome: Georgia, in ceding her lands to 
ihe United States, subsequent to the Constitution 
of the United States, which expressly, in so many 


words, authorized Congress “to dispose of ” the’ 


public lands, could. not make a compact or an 
agreement in violation of it. Congress could not 
accept a donation, or surrender of title that would 
violate the Constitution, or on any condition, or 


any terms, 1m violation or contravention of the Con- 


stitution itself. The Constitution was over us all, 
over Georgia as well as the other States; and it 
expressly provided that Congress might ‘dispose 
of” the public ands, and, therefore, if there is any 
seeming discrepancy between them, the one must 
give way to the paramount law. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The gentleman will find him- 
self in a much greater difficulty now than he was 
before. As to the cessions before the Constitu- 
tion, the Constitution is express thatthe new Gov- 
ernment took all the burdens and contracts of the 
old one; and, therefore, I suppose the gentleman 
would notattempt to reply to the argument on that 
point. It is unanswerable. The Constitution 
expressly confirmed all the existing engagements 
of the Government at the time; and, therefore, it 
is not necessary to say anything on that point. 

But the gentleman’s idea in respect to the ces- 
sions subsequent to.the Constitution, is somewhat 
nove and equally untenable. According to his 
doctrine, this Government can go on and make 


| contracts with the States, or any other Govern- 


ments, against the Constitution of the United 
States, and hold the fund derived from those con- 
tracts discharged from the obligations of the trust 
imposed on it. That is the position in which he 
puts this Government by his argument. Suppose 
this Government makes a contract, undertakes to 
carry out certain conditions, to do certain things, 
to exercise a trust, which she has nota right to do. 
My idea is that she cannot receive itatall. The 
gentleman’s idea is that she can receive the fund, 
but is discharged from the conditions; that she 


! takes the fund absolutely because she had'no right 


to make the bargain! The case is this: He makes 
a contract by which he undertakes a trust, but he 
says, “ I cannot undertake this trust, because I 
have no authority, and, therefore, I will take the 
fund discharged from the trust”? That is the 
gentleman’s position. It leaves no room for argu- 
ment. Itis unnecessary to refute such an idea, 
and hence I say the whole doctrineurged as to the 


| lands ceded by the States as unanswered and un- 


answerable. 

Sir, | do not attach to this measure the import- 
ance that many gentlemendo. I do not think with 
some that it is a great measure for this age or an 
other age. I do not believe, either, that as muc 
good or as much evil will result from it as some 
imagine. Ido not think it a wise thing; I regard 
it in the main as a very foolish thing; but I have 
not attached much importance to it. It is not a 
new proposition at all. But there would be much 
less difficulty in the argument of the Senator from 
Michigan if we had unlimited and uncontrolled 
powers; if, in other words, this Government was 
absolute, unchecked, and uncontrolled, and had 
the lands untrammelled by any conditions what- 
ever; but that is not the case. In the first place, 
Congress must exercise all its powers, in con- 
formity with the authority under which it acts; 
and in the second place, the conditions contained 
jn the trusts under which the lands were obtained 
are not discharged by the Constitution, nor can 
they be discharged in any other way than by the 
performance of the trust itself. That is the whole 
difficulty. 

The Senator from Michigan contends that this 
measure is for the common benefit of the United 
States. How can that be? The deeds of cession 
of Virginia and of Georgia state that the land 
ceded should be for the benefit of all the States in 
acertain proportion, in proportion to the general 
charge on each State for the support of the Gov- 


! 
i 
j 
i] 
i 


‘1864. _ 


THE ‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: | 


ernment. They not only declare it a trust fund 
expressly, but a trust fund upon specific terms. 
What do you do with that clause of the deeds of 
cession? Fhe Senator from Michigan says you 
are to divide the lands for the general benefit of all, 
and that this measure will do it; but the deeds 
gay you shall divide it for the benefit of all the 
States in a certain ratio, You may strike at that; 
but how can you get rid of it? The Senator has 
given us three or four-speeches upon this question, 
and I have watched his argument closely; but he 
has uniformly got around this point, and no gen- 
tleman in favor of this bill, unless the Senator 
“from Indiana has attempted to meet it. He has 
met it by declaring that the provisions of the deeds 
of cession are void. That is the only way in 
which they can be got around. That Senator is 
in the habit of meeting questions directly. He 
saw the necessity of getting rid of the terms ofthe 
trust; and, therefore, he says the Constitution is 
in conflict with it, and these deeds are clearly void; 
and hence we take the land without the condi- 
tions! I humbly submit that, as to the first class 
of cases, such as the cession from Virginia, the 
Constitution is conclusive that the deed is a valid 
contract. As to the second class of cases, if you 
accept the trust, but are incapable of holding it, it 
reverts to the grantor, or you must carry out the 
trust. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I never sup- 
posed that the honorable Senator from Indiana, 
who is certainly a gentleman of legal mind and 
legal attainments, could have ventured to say 
that a compact made with the State of Virginia 
in reference to this property had been superseded 
by a political engagement, entered irito by the 
States incommon, in reference to the dominion 
‘over that property; and yet that is exactly the 
“argument, and the only argument which he has 
` adduced, to show that this compact is not binding. 
Virginia claimed that this land was her property, 
and, as a State, she had dominion over it. She 
ceded that property to the United States under 
the Confederation. She ceded it as property, and 
- made stipulations with the United States for what 
“purposes that property should be used—that it 
should be used as a fund for the common benefit 
of all the States, in proportion to the charges upon 
“those States. Those charges were then regulated 
by Congress according to a certain ratio. After- 
“wards, all the States established a new form of 
‘government, and to this new Government reverted 
the property held by the old Government. In this 
political engagement a doubt might very well arise, 
the new Government being one of limited power, 
whether dominion of any kind could be exercised 
over that property-—-I mean dominion as distin- 
guished from the right of property. This politi- 
cal engagement simply was that the United States 
might * dispose of, and make all needful rules and 
regulations respecting,” their territory or other 
property. Now, says the Senator, that merged 
the original engagement. I submit to him at 
once that the difference is between a compact pre- 
scribing the conditions or the terms to which that 
property should be put, and a political engage- 


ment vesting them with dominion to exercise po- ; 


litical power over the territory of which the prop- 
erty consisted. If that then be the only reason 
why this compact with the State of Virginia 
should not be regarded, I submit to the Senate, 
at once, that the reason is invalid. 


Now, sir, a few words as to what fell from the |; n | 
| into that fact; but I am obliged to the Senator for `: 


honorable Senator from Michigan. That honor- 
able Senator undertook to deny the title of the 
State of Virginia to this property which the Fed- 
eral Government accepted, thereby admitting her 
title. Oh, says the Senator, there was some 
shadowy claim of these States, we know, to ex- 
tend their limits to the Pacific ocean, but it was 
never exactly defined. Therefore, although the 
Federal Government recognized it as the property 
of Virginia, submitted to the stipulations contained 
in the deed of cession, never claimed any domin- 
jon or right of property in it whatever, except 


through this cession, as to this particular property, || 


at this day that honorable Senator feels himself at 
liberty to scout the right of Virginia in general 
terms, by saying it was a shadowy, vague, and 
undefined claim! 

Sir, I had hoped that honorable Senator was too 
practiced an American statesman, accustomed to 
‘regard the rights of the States, accustomed to re- 
gard the sacred obligations of contracts and com- 
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‘under the French title; and when they were dis- | 
| possessed of that claim under an adversary title |) 
i by 


| Government. 


| the explanation which he has given. 
well understand that, in wild and unsettled terri- |; 


| been taken possession of by alawless band of peo- | 


| country. on both oceans. r 
| imagine a policy to give a portion of that land to a! 


pacts, whether entered into with the States or with 
individuals, to avail himself, as he does here; a 
representative of one of the States, of that prop- 
‘erty, and then to deny the title of the party ceding 
it.” Yet that is exactly what he has done, and in 
a most vague, general, and indefinite manner, on 
his part. 

Why, Mr. President, the acceptance by the 
United States of this very deed of cession was a 
recognition of the right of property of Virginia; 
and in that deed of cession the State of Virginia was 
allowed to make reservation of a portion of that 
very property which she ceded. Virginia ceded 
her whole title; but she stipulated that, in consid- 
eration of this cession of property, certain ex- 
penses which she had incurred in defending the 
ceded territory should be reimbursed. She fur- 


| of land lying northwest of the river Ohio, to be 
given to General George Rogers Clarke’s regi- 
ment, who had conquered thecountry. That res- 
ervation, made in the deed of cession, was sub- 
mitted to, on the part of the Federal Government, 
and yet, here the honorable Senator from Michi- 
gan, Without distinctly declaring or defining why, 
' denounces the title of the State of Virginia, ac- 
cepted with this reservation on the part of that 
State, of a portion of the very property thus 
j ceded. But there was more reserved. It was 
| further provided that, in case certain land which 

had been reserved on the southeastern side of the 
Ohio for military purposes should be found insuf- 
ficient, the deficiency should be made up in good 
| lands between the Sciota and Little Miami, on the 
northwestern side of that river. All these reser- 
vations were contained in the deed of cession, and 
; acceeded to and submitted to by the Federal Gov- 
ernment; and yet, the honorable Senator from 
Michigan denies the title of Virginia. 

Mr. President, I do not design nor desire to go 
into the argument of this measure. I have said 
| that this was the commencement, as I understand 
i it, of an agrarian policy; I have said that, as I un- 
| derstand it, it is the design on the part of the Fed- 
| eral Government to go into an agrarian policy. 
: The honorable Senator says this is the old cry of 
| an agrarian policy. He shuffles that off, too, be- 


|| fore the American people in a vague and general 
i| way, and he cites here some instances where the 


‘General Government, for specific objects, ceded 
| specific portions of land in waste and uncultivated 
| territory as a precedent to show that our ances- 
‘tors had done what it is here proposed to do. 
| Why, sir, I can very well understand that there 

may be occasions when you put this property to 


|| good use by ceding certain portions of your terri- 


| tory to a particular glass of settlers who will go 
| there and settle on it and cultivate it. 

| Mr. TOOMBS. Will the Senator from Vir- 
| ginia allow me to make a suggestion on that 
| point? 

| Mr. MASON. With pleasure. 

i Mr. TOOMBS. I forgot, when I was up be- 


ennes and Gallipolis, to whom grants were made || 
s stated by the Senator from Michigan, and espe- 
cially those at Vincennes, were brought there | 


the Virginia claim being made paramount, it | 
was thought wise to give them a title from our 
That is the fact. : 
Mr. MASON. Ihave not attempted to look jj 


I can very | 
tory, under the doctrine of prudent proprietorship | 
which has been spoken of, it would, in some cases, | 
be wise for a proprietor to invite settlers, to acer- | 
tain extent, to induce men to come, in order to |; 
subdue the wilderness and bring into the market |i 
his land. F can imagine that very state of things | 
to exist now in the Territory of Utah, which has | 


ple with peculiar institutions and habits, which we 
consider immoral and demoralizing. They are at | 
a great distance from the settled portions: of our | 


And I can very well; 


different race of people, who would go there and i 
reclaim it; and who, in good time, might bring a 
sufficient number around them to drive out the 
other set. But what is thepolicy here? It opens: 


| ther reserved one hundred and fifty thousand acres | 


| fore, to allude to the fact that the settlers at Vin- | 


į 


-to say that this- bill originated thete; but that: 


all the public lands everywhere. There is no pre- 


‘tension or profession thätthëobjectistogive value 


to the public lands in the adjacent country. ‘It 
opens them everywhere, it évery. State and every - 


: Territory where the ~public’-lands have’ been 


brought into market. ° Sir, if 1. recdllect aright"a 
measure of this’ kind originated’ with ‘the © 
brated Industrial Congress, ‘which was ‘eld 


think, in the State of; New York. [do not mean’ 


e 
policy of this bill originated there, and they ‘said 
it was to give land to the landless, and’ homes to 
the homeless. Sir, if you can give land: tothe 
landless out of the public property,’ can you ‘not 
give money to the iotiey lead and bread tothe 
breadless, upon precisely the same ground? Ifthe 
only plea is that they have no homes, ‘and that, 
therefore, you must give them a home, Task; why 
are you not, exactly to the same extent; called 
upon to build them a‘house? If thisise plea that 
is good, I would almost assent to what T under- 
stand the honorable Senator from: Indiana. says 
would be a favorite policy of his, that this Gov- 
ernment should have power, not only to give a 
man land, but to compel him to live upon it.I 
understood the honorable Senator to state that, 
Mr.PETTIT. Not to compel him to live upon 
it, but to ownit, pe eats ote Tg 
Mr. MASON. Compel him to own it 2)" 
Mr. PETTIT. Yes, sir. ee oe 
Mr. MASON. Then the honorable Senator 
must assert a right which I do not understand can 
be asserted under the limited power of the Federal 
Government—a right in the Government to ‘sub- 
stitute the wisdom óf the Government for the wis- 
dom of the people; tosay to aman ‘whether you 
believe your welfare and happiness will be pro- 
moted or not, by purchasing land, the wisdom of 
the Government is superior to yours, and we will 
compel you to purchase it and own it, and of 
course make it inalienable.” This bill proposes 
to make it inalienable as to certain purposes. This 
is the pretension on the part of the Government. 
Least of all should it be exercised by a Govern- 
ment like ours, of limited powers; but it is a pre- 
tension on the part of the Government to substi- 
tute its wisdom in the private pursuits of the 
people, for the wisdom of the people in those 
pursuits. Sir, I cannot conceive a méasare that 
will tend more to demoralize the: people ‘of the 
country than the policy prescribed by this bill.” 
Mr. PETTIT. Will the Senator ‘allow. me to 
ask him, does he deny the power of this Govern- 
ment to give bread to the breadless?. D 
Mr. MASON. The power of the Federal Gov- 


ernment? 
Mr. PETTIT. Yes, sir. A 
Mr. MASON: Undoubtedly I do, or a home 
to the homeless. Why, sir, I am very certain 
that the honorable Senator voted against the fa- 
mous bill for the benefit of the’ insane, that was 
passed here during this session, 8 
Mr. PETTIT. ‘I did. I held it.to be entirely 
inexpedient; bat I did not consider that it was be- 
yond our constitutional power. S ae 
Mr. MASON. I can only say, then, that the: 
Senator construes the powers of this Governmetit 
by a very different scale from that which 1 do. 
Mr. President, if this Government could institute 
a policy which was to control the high moral tone 
of the American people, I should say it would be 
to teach them to become independent by their own 


| labor and their own exertion, and yet the policy of 


the bill is to paralyze thearm of labor, to make the 
people dependent on the bounty of the Govern- 
ment. You may well put into this bill a provision 
preventing its beneficiaries from, alienating the 
property which they will receive under it, because 
there is not one in ten who will receive this bounty 
at the hands of the Government who will be able 
to retain it after he gets it. The effect of it upon - 
that population will be to make them improvident 
and worthless. There is no American citizen, 
no man with an American tone, with that feeling 
of independence which ought to belong, and I 
believe does belong, to our people, who would not 
feel himself humiliated in receiving this bounty at 
the hands of the Government. Who is to get it? 
Does anybody believe that either old or young 
from the old States will migrate to the West to 
receive this bounty? No,no. It will be taken 
only by those in the neighborhood who have im- 
mediate access to it, and who will say ‘‘if it rains 
mosh and milk, we will hold out the spoon,” orit 
will be taken by the immense horde of foreign 
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immigrants. now coming into this country, who 
are seeking a home, cary 

Why, sir, look to the character of- that immi- 
gration.. They are sent over here. by. contract, 
embarking from Bremen, or some other part of the 
continent of Europe, and to be landed by contract 
somewhere in Minnesota or Ohio. ‘They are sent 
through with their tickets,:treated, like bales of 
merchandise on the way, and are now dying in 
large numbers in the railroad cars of cholera, with- 
outany hand to give them even a drink of water. 
And that is the class of people whom we are to 
invite over to our shores, suddenly to be converted 
into American citizens, by giving them a proprie- 
tary right.in the soil. 

[have no feeling of unkindness whatever towards 
the foreigner. I would pass no law in the world 
that would throw any difficulties in the way of his 
coming here. When they do come, I would admit 
them under the laws of naturalization, as speedily 
as their own good would prescribe, to all the rights 
of the American people. But to hold outa bounty 
‘to them in advance, to bring them here by an 
‘exodus, as it is now properly styled, depopulating 
the old countries, and generally of the worst part | 
of their population, in order to populate ours, is a | 
policy which, 1 for one, confess that I more than 
dislike. Be that, however, as it may, I ask the 
Senate to give to the State of Virginia the benefit 
of the contract which she entered into with the 
United States in 1784; and unless they do give her 
that benefit, I want the State of Virginia to know | 
what sort of Government it is with which she is 
associated, and how her rights are disposed of. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, | think an ex- 

amination of the amendment suggested by the 
Senator from Virginia will show that there is 
some very serious difficulty involved in the prop- 
osition which he submits, and which he thinks 
to be so simple and unembarrassed. lask the 
attention of the Senate to it. In that amendment 
the Senator proposes to exempt from the opera- 
tion of this pending bill all lands that were ceded 
to the United States by the State of Virginia; 
ceded under certain conditions, which he sets out 
in the amendment extracted from the deed of 
cession. Now, l desire to call attention to the lan- 
guage of that cession: 
_ To be considered as a common fund, for the use and 
benefit of such of the United States as have become, or 
shall become, members of the Confederation or Federal 
Alliance of the said States, Virginia inclusive.” 

How? As a common fund for the use and 
benefit of those States, Virginia inclusive. How? 
t According to their usual respective proportions 
in the general charge and expenditure, and to be 
faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that pur- 
“pose, and for no other use or purpose whatsover.”’ 

fr. President, it is undeniable that if any part of 
that stipulation is binding upon the Government 
now, each and every part of it is equally binding. 
Vf the obligation to retain this as a common fund | 
for the benefit of all the States, Virginia included, 
be obligatory upon the Government, it is equally 
obligatory to observe the rule by which the equal | 
and common benefit is to be determined, which 
forms a portion of the same contract; that is to | 
say, ‘according to their usual respective propor- | 
tions in the general charge and expenditure.” 
Now, what is meant by their respective propor- | 
tions in the general charge and expenditure? 
Where will you find it under this Constitution 
and this Government? And to what did that 
clause relate in the cession of Virginia? The 
Senator from Virginia said he supposed it related 
to a charge according to population. 

Mr. MASON. [did not say that. 

Mr. BADGER. | understood the Senator to 
say that, but I will understand him not to have 
said it. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator, I am sure, does 
not desire to ascribe to me what | did not say. 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly not. 

_Mr. MASON. I said, that according to the Ar- 
ticles of Confederation, the general charge among 
all the States was apportioned among them, and 
they were to raise the money required by that 
charge,and pay it into the Federal ‘Treasury; and 
these conditions were in relief to the States, pro- 
portionate to their charges, 

Mr. BADGER. Precisely; but I understood 
the Senator to say, in proportion to population. 
That, however, is a matter of no importance. 
This cession took place in 1783, and was accepted 


in.1784..:. At-thal-time these States were united - 
under Articles of Confederation, and the-eighth 
article gives us the key to, and the explanation 
of, the language jn that cession which’ has-been 
referred to. What is it?s + es 

t: All charges of war, and all other expenses that. shall be 
incurred for the common defense or general welfare, and 
allowed by the United Siates in Congress assembled, shall 
be defrayed out of a common Treasuty.” Soloed R 

How was it to be supplied? 

«© Which shall be supplied by the severai States, in pro- 
portion to the value of all land within each State, granted 
to. or surveyed for any person, as such land and the build- 
ings and improvements thereon shall be estimated aecord- 
ing to such mode as the United States in Congress assem- 
bled shail, from time to time, direct and appoint.” 

Now, sir, according to the terms of the deed of 
cession from the State of Virginia, the lands were 
to be applied for the common and equal benefit of 
the several States, according to the value of all 
lands which were held by private proprietors,— 
those lands which had been granted or surveyed 
with the view of being granted for individual own- 
ers in each State. How was that value. to be as- 
certained. By the several States? No; but in 
such manner as the United States in Congress as- 
sembled should direct. 

Sir, if that was the rule, as undeniably it was, 
if this was the meaning of the condition or stipu- 
lation contained in the deed of cession, as beyond | 
all question it was, I ask you how you can now 
apply, according to that rule, the lands ceded by 
the State of Virginia? It. has been’ said, it was 
said by the honorable Senator from Virginia, in 
my eye, (Mr. Hunrer,] that if you sell the lands 
and put the money into the Treasury, and pay it 
out in defraying the general expenses of the Gov- 
ernment, you accomplish the purpose of the trust 
declared by this deed of session, - Butis it not man- 
ifest you do not? 

At the time when our forefathers were united | 
together under this Confederation, they raised | 
supplies for general purposes—how? Not by 
levying duties, for the Confederation had no power 
to do it; not by direct taxation. under the authority 
of one General Government which filled the Treas- 
ury from the people directly, irrespective of any 
consideration regarding their connections with the 
States, but by a rule established by the eighth of 
the Articles of Confederation, that for all purposes 
which the Congress might deem necessary for the 
common defense and general welfare, the sums 
deemed necessary should be collected in each 
State according to the value of the lands in that’ 
State which had private proprietors, that value to 
be ascertained ina method to be directed by the | 
United States in Congress assembled. Now, I 
pray you, sir, to observe and see whether it is not 
clear, when the State of Virginia said : ‘‘ for the 
equal and common benefit of all the States, her- 
self included,” she did not mean that the lands 
were to be sold, the money put into the Treasury, 
and appropriated as Congress might think proper. 
To say, “herself included,” in such a case, 
would be an absurdity. Suppose Virginia were 
now in the possession of vast funds, and were to 
present to the Government of the United States 
$10,000,000 to go into the Treasury, to be ex- 
pended in the ordinary disbursements of the Gov- 
ernment, for building light-houses, erecting custom- 
houses, building fortifications, providing for the 
support of an Army and Navy, and other purposes 
within the power of this Government, would it 
not be a pure absurdity to say “ for the equal and 
common benefit of all the States, herself included ?”? | 
How could she be excluded, if the meaning was 
that Congress should apply the money just as 
Congress might think proper, under the Consti- , 
tution, for the advancement of the common good, : 
accordng to the plan laid down by Congress, in } 
subordination to that instrument? 

Therefore, sir, the very words upon their face 
show that they meant something else. When we 


‘recur to the Articles of Confederation then in force, |! 


then constituting the only rule by which the} 
States were charged in the Government, the thing 
becomes as clear as daylight; and hence, if that 
portion of the deed of cession from Virginia be 
now in force and obligatory, according to its 
terms upon the Government of the United States, 
it is a violation of it to apply the proceeds of 
these lands, or the lands themselves, in any other 


way than among the several States, according to |! 


the value of the granted or occupied lands of indi- 
vidual proprietors, to be ascertained in such a 


aad 


manner as an act of Congress shall provide. Vir- 

ginia has, in: this. very cession, made: this clear 

beyond dispate. > i ` 
And, Mr. President, we understand perfectly 


| well, from the nature of the organization that uni- 


ted the States during that time, wherefore that 
provision was made. The United States, in Con- 
gress assembled, wanted, a- million of dollars. 
They had no power to levy it on the citizens of 
this country.. They had no power to impose a 
tax on the citizen of any State in the Confedera- 
tion. Then what did they do? Why, the sum 
to be levied was apportioned between the. differ- 
ent States, according to the value of the landed 
estate belonging to individual proprietors, ascer- 
tained in such manner as Congress might pre- 
scribe; and the subsequent part of the article, 
which } did not read, directs that that portion 
which fell to each State should be collected by the 


| State, and paid into the common Treasury. We 


understand the language of the deed of cession of 
the State of Virginia, when we refer to that state 
of things, with clearness and certainty. It hasa 
definite and appropriate signification. It meant 
this: that the United States, in Congress assem- 
bled, should dispose of these lands, should apply 
them among the different States, in the first place, 
by discharging such calls as the United States, 
in Congress assembled, might have made, under 
that article, upon the several States for their contri- 
bution towards the common Treasury; and I sub- 
mit, as an irresistible corollary from that first 
proposition, if there were no such demands to be 
made, they should pay the money. in the same 
proportion to the States for whose benefit it had 
been granted, 

But be that as it may, sir, and however desir- 
able it might be, or may be, in the judgment of 


|| some Senators, or in my own judgment, to carry 


out literally, and strictly, and according to the 
teriifs, the conditions of that deed of cession, itis 
manifest that it can no longer be done. What, 
sir, would you have the Congress of the United 


li States pass an act now, sending forth assessors 


and valuers through the whole extent of this con- 
tinent, for the purpose of determining the value of 
real estate held in private hands; and having ascer- 
tained it, of what use would it be? We call for 
no contributions. . The States make no contribu- 
tions to the Treasury now. There is no levy 
made on the States now, as under the Confeder- 
ation, for certain specific sums of money ascer- 
tained by anyrule. This Government collects its 
revenue by laws applicable to the inhabitants, 
reaching the individual, drawing money from the 
several States, or rather from their citizens, accord- 
ing to the amount of importations, or according to 
the amount of consumption of imported articles, 
and not at all according to the value of any estate, 
real or personal, in those States. So that, if you 
had the value of all the real property ascertained, 
how would it guide you in disposing of the pro- 
ceeds of the ceded lands? It could not guide you 
atall. You would have no charge made upon any 


i State to which to apply her share of what had 


been produced by the sale of those lands, in order 

to settle it, and give her a clear discharge from the 

oe Treasury; for there is no charge against 
er. 

Then what are you to do with it? I admit, 
you might take the proceeds and divide them 
among the several States, according to the value 
of the real estate in each State, so ascertained; 
but I must say, l think the expenditure necessary 
for making the ascertainment and valuation, would 
absorb a great deal more than the proceeds of the 
lands for many years to come. 

Hence it is apparent, as 1 think, that the state 
of things in regard to the connection between the 
States—the state of things which bind us together 
under our present. constitutional Union—being so 
altered from what it was under the Articles of Con- 
federation, we must suppose our forefathers as a 
set of reasonable, intelligent, practical men—as 
they undoubtedly were—intended that a corres- 
ponding change should take placein the manner of 
disposing of the national domain. And, there- 


l| fore, Mr. President, strange as it seems to the 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] and the 


Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Mason,] I think 
there is nothing unreasonable, or inappropriaies 
or inconsecutive in what was laid down by the 
honorable Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Pertir,]} 
that a state of things having arisen under this Con- 
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stitution in which the States, as such, were no 
longer called upon to contribute to a common 
treasury, in which the United States collect a com- 
mon treasury by their own direct action upon the 
citizens, and not through the States, there being 
no longer such a thing as the eighth article of the 
` Confederation remaining in force; and the public 
Jands still remaining, itis reasonable, in the highest 
degree, to suppose that, when the new Constitu- 
tion was adopted, containing a provision that 
Congress should have power “ to dispose of ” the 
‘public lands, it meant this: That whereas, hereto- 
fore, we were able to furnish a rule, and to insist 


upon the application of arule, which was reason- | 


able and just, we, the members of the Union, 
being liable to be called upon for contribations to 


be raised by ourselves according to a fixed rule; į 


and whereas, we have now established a govern- 
ment having direct operation upon the people, no 


longer finding it necessary to call upon the States | 
‘for contributions,and having acomplex Legislature, | 


embracing representatives of the people and rep- 
resentatives of the States, we devolve upon that 
legislative body to make such dispositions of the 


public lands, as well as of the other property of | 


the United States, as they may deem just and 
reasonable for the general benefit of all. 

Now, Mr. President, what makes this more 
clear, and, to my understanding, more properly the 
just and rational interpretation of this provision, is 
this: Whatever power, under the Constitution, 
the Congress of the United States has over the pub- 
lic lands, it has over all the other property of the 
United States, and whatever authority the Congress 
-of the United States has not over any other prop- 
erty of the United States, it has not over the land; 


for in the Constitution the authority is conferred | 


in precisely the same general words, ‘* to dispose 
of ” one class of property as another. No notice 
is taken of any residuary provisions in the old 
deeds of cession. No exceptions are made from 
the general grant. It was not thought necessary 
to exempt by words from this provision a reserva- 
tion or condition in the deeds of cession, which, 
from the very nature of the case, had become im- 
practicable and inapplicable; but the same general 
authority is given in identically the same words 
with regard to the lands, and to every other por- 
tion of the public property. 

= What was said by the honorable Senator from 
Indiana is, I think, justly said, that when Vir- 
ginia, New York, and Connecticut ratified this 
Constitution—for it took effect in no State without 
the ratificatidn of that State—they agreed volunta- 
rily to devolve upon, the Congress of the United 
States the power to dispose of all the public lands, 
and all the public property; and if, therefore, be- 


fore she made that agreement, Virginia had a right | 


to insist upon any restriction as to the power of 
disposition, she, by that agreement, voluntarily 
surrendered it. But, sir, if we have no general 
power to dispose of the public lands, we have no 
general power to dispose of any other public prop- 
erty of the United States. We had no power to 
dispose of the brass cannon which we gave to an 
association here forming that statue of Jackson, 
which now adorns one of the public squares of 
this city. It is idle to talk about amounts. It 
was the property of the United States. If there 
was arestriction upon a thing worth half a million, 
there was the same restriction upon a thing worth 
apenny. We have exercised that power. 

Why, sir, with regard to the territory which was 
ceded to the United States by the State of Virginia, 
and which once formed a part of the District of Co- 
lumbia, the seat of Government, that, I take it, was 
property of the United States. I do not recollect 
any clause in the Constitution of the United States 
which authorizes Congress in terms to recede, to 
give away, to sell, or to dispose of, any partof the 


ten miles square which might be ceded to the; 


Union for a seat of Government. Not at all, sir. 


The only article in the Constitution upon that į 


subject is that ‘“ Congress shall have power to eX- 
ercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever 
over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) 
as may, by cession of particular States and the 
acceptance of Congress, become the seat of Gov- 
ernment of the United States.” 

Then, this being the state of the case, the only 
power being in the first place a direct one, ex- 
pressly conferred, of exclusive legislation, and in 
the second place, an implied one to accept a ces- 
sion of territory, I ask you where we got the 


| 
| 
| 
! 
i 
i 
i 


| down, would amount to $100,000. Then the com- 


i| over to the States, according to the rule laid down 


| order that we may determine what is the value of 


| But you say you discharge the obligation by put- 


! the rule given in the deed of cession. 


|| this Constitution Congress has the power to dispose 


| dispose of them for all purposes of general utility | 


i 


f 
| 
| 


power to retrocede a part of this District to the IE 


State of Virginia? It was the public property of 
the United States. If not,to whom did it belong? 
To Virginia? ft had belonged to her, but was 
ceded to the United States; and after the cession, 
I suppose it belonged to us.. Where did the*"Gov- 
ernment of the United States get the power to 
cede that territory, but under its common author- 
ity and control, first over the property of the 


United States, and in the next place over the emi- | 


nent domain and, sovereignty which belonged to 
the United States over the territory so ceded. It 
seems to me, then, sir, very evident that the rule 
under which the State of Virginia intended, and 
everybody at that time understood that she in- 
tended, that this property should be applied, is 
not the rule of paying the money into our Treas- | 
ury, as our Treasury is now formed. The Treas- 
ury of the Confederation was acommon Treasury 
contributed by the States as States, not according 
to their population, not according to their wealth, 
not according to any property that they had in 
them, except the one item of lands owned by in- 
dividuals, either granted to, or surveyed for indi- 
viduals, with the view of being granted. There 
was therefore a propriety in it, and we can well 
understand the application of it. It was this. The 
United States in Congress assembled charged the 
State of Virginia with $100,000 for the common 
defense, and for carrying on the war. But they ! 
have sold lands ceded by Virginia, the share of 
Virginia to which, according to the rule here laid 


pact required that the $100,000 should be applied 
in extinguishing the demand upon Virginia for 
the $100,000 directed to be collected by the United 
States in Congress assembled. ‘I’hat was the áp- 
plication of it. 

Then I submitto you, sir, that the moment these 
requisitions should ‘have ceased under the Confed- 
eration, if we suppose such a thing as that the 
United States in Congress assembled had merely 
attained power, without breaking up the whole 
form of the Government under the Confederation, 
to levy duties, and had no longer any necessity for 
drawing upon the States, the necessary. and un- 
avoidable result would have been, that the money 
raised by the sales of those lands should be paid 


in that instrument. It would have been the only 
possible method of disposing of them consistently 
with the terms of the deed of cession. 

We cannot carry that out now. Nobody pro- 
poses to make a survey, and examination, and 
estimate of all the lands in the United States, in 


the lands held in the States by private owners. 


ting the proceeds into the Treasury, and expend 
ing them in such manner, at such places, for such | 
purposes, and in such amounts, as Congress may 
direct. Sir, youdo no such thing, according to 
J say not 
but that that may be a very proper and allowable 
made of applying them; because I hold that under 


of these lands as Congress pleases—the right to 


to the wholenation. But if that beso, then Con- 
gress has a rightful power to dispose of them in 
such manner as Congress may deem best calcu- 
lated to promote the harmony, the general inter- 


est, and the common welfare of our common | 


countr, 
Mr. 


; There are but about two weeks of the 
session remaining unexpired. | will not overrate 
the importance of the bills which have to be acted 


on during that time. All the appropriation bills | 
I am anxious to dispose | 


have to be acted upon. 
of this bill. If a majority of the Senate is in 


y 

CLAYTON. . Mr. President, this bill has | 
already occupied a great deal of the time of the | 
| Senate. 


. Mr. BRODHEAD... Adesi 
tions. Ey Leak, 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER? Debate 
inorder. ~ oe ee ah? 
` Mr. BRODHEAD. “Idesire, í 
tion to the Senator from Delaware. ` i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. -It 
order. The motion is to lie onthe table. i 
Mr. BRODHEAD. | Idesireto make a sugges- 
tion to the Senator from Delawate, which is usual. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Senatör 
from Pennsylvania is not in order: while a motion 
is pending to lay the bill on the table. s: °° 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Then I ask: unanimous 
consent to make the suggestion. It ig a privilege, 
which has always been accorded. 7° * 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. . The Senator 
from Pennsylvania asks. unanimous consent to 
make a statement or suggestion to. the Senator 
from Delaware. Is there objection? {“ None t? 
None!’?] The Senator. from. Pennsylvania will 
proceed. a] 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I suggest, then, to the Sen 
ator from Delaware, whether it would not be better 
to make a test question on the motion to postpone 
to December next, 
Mr. CLAYTON. I prefer having a test ques- 
tion on the motion to lie on the table. ` ni 
Mr. FISH. I merely wish to state that my 
colleague, [Mr. Sewarp,] who is: absent, would 
have voted in favor of this bill on all motions tend- 
ing to affect the main question, but he has paired 
off with the Senator from Pennsylvania; [Mr. 
Cooper. Pye ik 
Mr. WADE. Upon the final vote on-this bill, 
I agreed to pair off with the Senator from Florida, 
{Mr. Morvon.] pest 
Mr. BADGER, This isa final vote, a 
Mr. WADE. I think L ought not to: v 
this motion, and I shall not do so. Hea cas 
The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the motion that the bill lie on the table, resulted 
—yeas 24, nays 27; as follows: : Er 


test vote. 
ote on 


Douglas, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, James, Johnson, Jones,of 
iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Pettit, Rockwell, Sebastian, 
Shields, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Walker, and Wellor+27. 
So the motion was not agreed to. in 
Mr. PEARCE. Some two’ days ago, when I 
was making some remarks to the Senate, [alluded 
to the case of Pollard’s lessee vs. Hagan et al. 
The Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] pro- 
nounced the opinion which I read to be an obiter 
dictum, and of no value. Since that time l have 
been looking over the reports, and I find: that a 
case was decided in 1850,in the opinion of which, 
given by Chief Justice. Taney, I find ‘this: Jan- 
guage: : : a poiat 
« The whole question upon the ordinance of 1787, and the 
acts of Congress extending itto other territory afterwards ` 
acquired, was carefully considered in Pollard vs. Hagan 3d 
Howard, 212.” d nA 
That is the case from which I quoted. 


“The subject is fully examined in the opinion pro- 
i nounced in that case, and with which we concur; and it is 
sufficient now to refer to the reasoning and priticiples ‘by 
agam 


au 


which that judgment is maintained, without entering 
upon a full examination of the question.”? 


It is very true that the point in dispute in: this 
case was not the point in dispute in that; but the 
reasoning and arguments. of the judge who de- 
livered the opinion in that case are here. referred 
to without objection, and with the statement that 
his opinion is fully concurred in. That is suffi- 
cient. 

Mr. CASS. The case was not before the court, 
and was not argued before the court. It was not 
necessary to the point in contest, and what right, 
therefore, had the court to make a decision on so 


| 


favor of the measure, | would not throw a straw 
in the way of its passage. If, on the other hand, 


there be a majority of the Senate against it, it is į 
important that we should now know it, and that! 


we should have an end of it. I propose, there- 
fore, in view of the importance of the business 
which remains to be transacted, and which can- 
not be transacted if this bill be debated de die ad 
diem, to move that the bill be laid on the table. J 
move this as a test question, and on the motion I 
ask for the yeas and nays. ` 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


solemn a question as the.exemption of the public 
property from taxation, when, it was not before 
them? i 
Mr. BADGER. 
now adjourn. 
Messrs. Doucias, WALKER, and others, called 
for the yeas and nays. i 
They were ordered; and being taken, 
as follows: 4, ENER 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Benjamin, 
Brodhead, Butler, Clay, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, Fessen- 
‘den, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Houston, 


l move that the Senate do 


resulted 


é 


July 20, 


‘HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
-Tuurspay, July 20, 1854. 


The House metat eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Suicer. 


"The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
WITHDRAWAL OF A PAPER. 


Mr. COBB. I have a paper in my hand which 
‘relates to a case now pending in the Land Office. 
It is the petition of certain citizens of north Ala- 
bama. I ask the unanimous consent of the House 
to withdraw it from the files of the House, for the 
“purpose of having it presented there. 
here being no objection, leave was granted. 


POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS. 

The SPEAKER stated the first business in 
order to be the motion to lay on the table the 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill to 
amend an act entitled an act to amend an act en- 
‘titled ‘ An act to reduce and modify the rates of 
postage,” was laid upon the table; upon which 
the yeas and nays had been ordered. 

r. WHEELER. Can l withdraw the mo- 
„tion to reconsider? `; .. RA ‘ 
The SPEAKER.. The gentleman can with- 


draw it. 
. Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman’s motion 


to reconsider was made yesterday, and it cannot | 


be withdrawn after that day. There is a special 
rule on that point. 
: . The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken 
inthis. The gentleman may withdraw his mo- 
tion to reconsider the day it was made, or that 
‘succeeding, so that any other member may have 
the right, under the rule, to renew it. The gen- 
‘tleman can withdraw his motion to reconsider 
to-day. 

Mr. WHEELER. Then I withdraw the mo- 
tion to reconsider, as well as the one to lay that 
motion upon the table. 


THOMAS C. NYE. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are now in order 
‘from.the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, 

Mr. JONES, of New York, from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
back Senate bill (No. 307) entitled “An actfor the 
relief of Thomas C. Nye, with the recommend- 
ation that it do pass. _ 

Mr. OLDS, I would be glad “f the gentleman 
would first allow me to report to the House the 
post route bill, of which I gave notice yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. What motion does the gen- 
tleman from New York submit in regard to the 
bill which he has reported? 

Mr. JONES. [ask that it may now be put on 
its passage. That its object and extent may be 
fully explained, 1 ask that the Clerk may read the 
Senate report. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.. If I understand 
the bill, it proposes examination and ascertainment 
of the losses sustained by a particular individual 
in consequence of the passage of the law of 1845, 
for the reduction of the postages of the country. 
Prior to the passage of that law, when a bidder 
for a particular route obtained the contract and 
superseded the old contractor, he was, by law or 
custom, compelled to take the horses, harness, 
and stages of his predecessor at valuation. The 
law of 1845, reducing the postages, repealed that 
portion of the law, and left afterwards no obliga- 
tion, on the part of the new contractor to take the 
stock of the old one, 

This bill is to indemnify a contractor for the 
losses he is alleged to have sustained in conse- 
quence of his successor refusing to take his stock. 


It will open the door of the Treasury, if passed, || 


to thousands, nay millions of dollars of claims. 


This is the pioneer bill, which will be made the |; 


precedent For all the others. On it all the others 


ang. 
Those contractors who failed to get their con- 


tract extended, had all their property, horses, |Í and Post Roads, simply for the purpose of saying | 


coaches, and stock, of every description, to dis- 
pose of, and I cannot see why the Government 
should be subjected to damages in all these cases 
in consequence of the law passed in 1845. 

Again; itis proposed, when the amount of dam- 
ages is ascertained, that it shall bepaid, and makes 
_ an appropriation for that purpose; and the rules 
| téquire that it shall be considered first in Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. It is certainly at 
the head of a very large class of cases, which will 
be brought here if this is successful; and it should 
| undergo a tolerably thorough examination before 
it is acted upon. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman from Tennessee as raising a ques- 
tion of order? 

Mr. JONES. Ido. 

The bill was then read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. LETCHER. I wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from New York what amgunt is in- 
| volved in this bill? ki 

The SPEAKER. A question of order has 
been raised, which it is the duty of the Chair to 
| decide. If the Chair understands correctly the 
; language employed, the bill does make an appro- 
| priation, and by the face of the act the money 
would be drawn from the Treasury and paid over 
to the parties, which brings it within the rules 
requiring bills making appropriations of money 
to be first considered in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, or Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. [ask that it may 
be referred to the committee on the Private Calen- 
dar. If I could have the privilege, I should like 
to make that reference. 

The SPEAKER. It being a private bill, it 
i would go upon the Calendar. lt would need no 
i vote of the House, unless objection be made. 

The bill was then referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House. 


REFERENCE OF MEMORIALS. 


Mr. JONES, of New York. 
the reference of certain memorials and petitions, 
which I think have been referred to the wrong 
committee, I refer to the petition of the Hon. 
Mr. Maxwell, of Florida, a member of this House, 
for the construction of a railroad in the State of 
Florida, which has been referred to the Post Office 
Committee. I wish, further, to ask that the refer- 
ence of the memorial of the Legislature of Iowa, 
which has been referred to the same committee, 
may be changed to that of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

I ask still further, that the reference of the peti- 
tion for the construction of the Philadelphia, Fort 
| Wayne, and Council Bluffs air-line railroad which 
| has been referred to the same committee, may be 
| changed to that of the appropriate committee. All 
| petitions of this character have been heretofore re- 
ji ferred to the Committeeon Public Lands. 1 make 
| this request of the Chair, as I understand it is the 
duty of the Speaker to see that the proper refer- 
| ence is given to all such petitions and memorials. 
| Mr. OLDS. L[cbjectto the motion of the gen- 
tleman at this time. 

i TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
i York raises a question of privilege as to the du- 
i ties of the Chairin reference to petitions and other 
: matters referred under the rules of the House. 
! From the character of the paper or papers sent to 
i the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
| the Chair would have no hesitation in deciding 
| that if his attention had been given to them, it was 
| his duty, under the rule, to have given them a 
! different direction to that which they have taken. 


| ation all such petitions, matters, and things touch- 
| ing post offices and post roads, as shall be presented, 
if 
| 


j them by the House; and to report their opinion 
thereon, together with such proposition relative 
hereto, as to them shall seem expedient.” “Jt 


l Lands to take into consideration all such petitions, 
|i matters, and things respecting the lands of the 
i United States,” &c. > 

ii The duties of each of the standing committees 
|| of the House ate prescribed by the rules of the 
f House; and the Chair has referred to these two 


ii Committees on Public Lands and the Post Office 


I rise to change | 


or as shall come in question and be referred to | 


| shall be the duty of the Committee on Public | 


that the matters referred to by the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Jones,] would have been, if the 
attention of the Chair had been drawn to them, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands and to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Then again: i 
“Members having petitions and, memorials to present, 
may hand them to the Clerk, indorsing the same with - 
their names, and the reference or disposition to be made 
thereof; and such petitions and memorials shall be entered 
thereon, subject to the control and direction of the Speaker.?? 


Now, whether the Speaker, by this authority, 
has a right to withdraw, by his own order, and 
change the direction of these misdirected papers, 
is the question. The Chair doubts that heis au- 
thorized to exercise such a power. 

Mr.OLDS. Can 1 be heard a moment in rela- 
tion to this question? 

TheSPEAKER. With pleasure. : 

Mr. JONES, of New York. The gentleman 
from Ohio will excuse me for one moment. lask 
for the reading of the second rule, and the note 
appended thereto, showing that this proposition is 
a debatable one, unless the Chair so decides. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it 
would, to a limited extent, be a debatable propo- 
sition. 

Mr. JONES. Well, I wish the 2d rule to be 
read, together with the note appended thereto, 
because I think it is the duty of this House to see 
that the business which comes before them be 
referred to the appropriate committees. 

The rule was read, as follows: 

“He (the Speaker) shall preserve erder and decorum ; 
may speak to points of order in preference to other members, 
| rising from his seat for that purpose; and shall decide 
questions of order, subject to an appeal to the House by any 
two members—April 7, 1789; on which appeal no member 
shall speak more than once, unless by laave of the House.” 

Mr. JONES. Now, I ask that the note may 
be read, unless the Chair decides that this is ‘a 
debatable question, because I wish to have the 
| views of the House thereon. 

The note was read, as follows: 

« Difficulties have often arisen as to a supposed digcrep- 
ancy between the appeal contemplated in this rule and that 
referred to in rule 35. ‘here is no discrepancy. The 
question of order mentioned in the second rule relates to 
motions or propositions, their applicability or relevancy, or 
their admissibility on the score of time, or in the order of 
business, &c. The ‘call to order? mentioned in rule 35, 
on which, in case of an appeal, there can be no debate, hag 
reference only to ‘transgressions of the rules in speaking,’ 
or to indecorum of any kind. See also rule 51, in which 
debate on an appeal, pending a cal! for the previous ques- 
tion, is prohibited.” 

Mr. JONES. This is a proposition merely to 
change the direction of a memorial, and therefore 
I think it is a debatable proposition. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair certainly chooses 
to regard it as such, inasmuch as he was himself 
involved in the matter, the rules having made it 
his duty to superintend the distribution of the 
business presented under the rules, and therefore 
he was pleased to be heard thus far upon the 
subject. : 

It will be for the House to determine what dis- 
position they will make of the matter, the memo- 
rials having been referred, and the attention of the 
Speaker not having been drawn to them, other- 
wise he would have given them another direction. 

Mr. OLDS. I am not at all tenacious as to 
what course these papers shall be made to take. 
I only desire that the House shall pursue its cus- 
tomary policy in regard to any order which it may 
make in reference to them, It is a customary 
thing for a great many memorials, upon any par- 
ticular subject, to be presented to the House, and it 


|| is a customary thing, under the rules of the House, 
- It shall be the duty of the Committee on the i 
; Post Office and Post Roads to take into consider- | 


for members of this House to give those memo- 
rials different directions. 

Let me give an illustration directly in point. 
During the last session of Congress, while the 
present Speaker was the occupant of the chair, 
there were forty or fifty memorials presented to 
this House with reference to the Wheeling bridge. 
Now, what was the question involved in those 
memorials?. The Supreme Court of the United 
States had ordered that bridgé to be taken down. 
Some of those memorials were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads; a 
portion of them were referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and a portion of them went to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. They were all 


couched in precisely the same language; and they 
were all referred under the rules of the House, 
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Well, what did they ask? They all asked one 
thing, and that was, that the Congress of the 
United States should declare.the Wheeling bridge 
a post route, Was. that what they wanted in 
fact? Not at all. They. wanted to legalize the 
structure of the Wheeling bridge. It was purely 
a judicial question. But. it had. been referred, 
under the rules of the louse, to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and that commit- 
tee, it is true, reported a bill declaring the Wheel- | 
ing bridge.a post route, although you had a post 
route already in existence from Washington to 
Columbus, Ohio, passing over this bridge. But 
in so doing they declared that bridge a legal struc- 
ture. It involved a legal question—a decision of 
the Supreme Court. 

Well, when the report of that committee was 
introduced into this House, the question was 
raised how the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads had come into possession of that || 
question, as it was purely a judicial question, and 


more properly belonged to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, The Chair decided that, inasmuch as 
the subject was referred to that committee, through |! 
the memorials, they had the right to take cogni- |; 
zance of that subject-matter. 

Now, here is a memorial sent to the Committee || 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. That the |! 
House may fully understand the matter, I will |; 
send it to the Clerk that it may be read. | 

The Clerk commenced the reading of the me- || 
morial, but was interrupted by i 

Mr. HUNT. Ihave not been able to hear very | 
well what has been going on; but I. understand 
there is something wrong inthe mode in which the 
business of the House has been transacted. I 
understand that it is now. proposed to bring up 
certain matters that look for an appropriation of 
land, and to put those matters before the House 
irregularly, which, according to my view of par- 
liamentary Jaw, is an abuse of the parliamentary 
law of this. Ilouse. For instance, the committees 
of this House have proper duties assigned to them. 


Mr. OLDS. I riseto a question of order. I || 
have the floor. Iask that the memorial may be ji 
read. 


The memorial was read, and is as follows: 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
‘ of the United States: 

The undersigned, citizens of the States of Indiana, IHi- | 
nois, and Iowa, respectfully ask your honorable body to 
pass a Jaw establishing a mail route by railroad, from Fort | 
Wayne, Indiana, via Leon and New Boston, in Hlinois, 
Westfield and Washington, in Lowa, to the city of Council | 
Bluffs, in said State. ‘That to facilitate the construction of 
said road, and the establishment of said route, and to | 
secure the speedy and safe transportation of the mails and | 
troops of the United States upon the same, there be granted | 
to the States through which the same may pass, alternate 
sections of lands, in the same manner that grants have 
heretofore been made to the State of Mlinois, and other 
States, upon such terms and conditions as Congress may 
direct. 


Mr. OLDS. Now, Mr. Speaker, the point I 


wish to make is this: that in that memorial there |! 
were matters belonging appropriately to the Post || 
Office Committee. Now, sir, although it may || 
also contain matters appropriately belonging to |) 
another committee, yet I hold that the Post Office | 
Committee had the right to act upon it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Will the gentleman tell me 
when that memorial was referred to this com- 
mittee? 

Mr..OLDS. Three or four days ago. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Was it not yesterday? 

Mr. OLDS. No, sir. 

Mr. LETCHER. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio if this railroad matter has not been be- 
fore the Committee on Public Lands; whether 
they had not agreed to report a bill, but transferred 
the matter to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, for the purpose of getting it before 
the House at an earlier day? 

Mr. OLDS. I can answer the gentleman so far 
as the facts are concerned; but I cannot answer 
him so far as the inference is concerned. I under- | 
stand that this matter has been before the Com- || 
mittee on Public Lands, and that they have agreed || 
to report a bill. But I do not understand that i| 
when the Committee on Public Lands, in their || 
turn, ceased to occupy the floor, there was any || 
understanding between that committee and the | 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads by 
which matters before one committee were to be! 


| names signed to that petition read. The memo- 
| rial has been got up in this city. 


i Tiger, Silas Ramsey. 


I| of the memorial? 


il coming up on one side of it; and I want to put 
gup 


i why? Because the Wheeling bridge was within 
| the State of Virginia. 
' the interests of Virginia. 


transferred to the other committee. Ido notknow 
that there was any such understanding between 
any members of the two committees. So faras 
the chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads is concerned, I can speak certainly, 
and I say there was no such understanding. 

Mr. LETCHER. I did not assert that there 
was any such understanding between the two 
committees, i 

Mr. OLDS. Well, I assert that there was not. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not pretend to gainsay 
the gentleman at all. But I ask him if it was not, 
true that this. petition had been sent to the Post 
Office Committee within the last two or three days, + 
for the purpose of allowing that committee to un- 
dertake to report a railroad bill? 

Mr. OLDS. That is the very point { was en- 
deavoring to illustrate. I had the memorial read | 
that I might illustrate it. 

Mr. HASTINGS. I should like to have the 


y | 
They were read, as follows: John Beli, Thomas 


Mr. LETCHER. One other question and I | 
shail not further embarrass the gentleman. 
Mr. JONES, of New York. What is the date 


The Crerx. July 17th, 1854. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio yield the floor to the gentleman from Vir- | 

inia? 

Mr. OLDS. 
tions put to me. 

Mr. LETCHER. What I wish to inquire is 
this: Has the chairman of the committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, or any other member 
of that committee, notified beforehand that such a 
memorial would be presented? 

Mr. OLDS. I can only answer for myself. I jj 
did have notice that a matter of that kind would |; 
be presented to the committee. Is the gentleman 
satisfied ? 

Mr. LETCHER. That willdo. 

Mr. MILLSON. Will the gentleman allow 
me? 

Mr. OLDS. Certainly. 

Mr. MILLSON. I should like to ask the gen- 
tleman what evidence, what documents and papers, 
were before the committee, and whether notice 
was given to the committee of the purpose to con- 
sider these various applications ? 

Mr. OLDS. lam happy to find, Mr. Speaker, 
that the Virginia members on this question are 


I am willing to answer all ques- 


the question directly home to them; 1 want to i; 
know how it was that they, at the last session of 
Congress, voted to sustain a report from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads legaliz- | 
ing the Wheeling bridge structure? That was a 
purely judicial question. Virginia was a unit 
then, and raised her voice on the other side—and 


It was a question affecting 
And although I would 
not assail that State—for I have stood by her on 
all occasions—yet it does seem strange to me that |! 
she should so earnestly oppose the reference to || 
the Post Office Committee of a proposition to make |! 
a post route through the States of Indiana, Illinois, ‘| 
and Iowa, couched in precisely the same language |} 
used in the memorial in reference to making a post |) 
route of the Wheeling bridge, where a post route || 
already existed. l ask why it was that the gen- || 
tlemen from Virginia did not rise on that occasion: || 
and sgy that it was the duty of the Speaker-.of the ij 
House to order that the Committee on the Post. |; 
Office and Post Roads should be discharged from | 
its further consideration, and that it should be re- | 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary ? i 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will beg the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio to yield to him a moment. It | 
willbe recollected by the gentleman and the House, | 
that the Chair did not undertake to decide that he | 


had the power to withdraw papers froh commit- | 
tees and give them different reference i 
Mr. OLDS. I did notso understgnd the Chair | 
at all. i 
f 


The SPEAKER. Papers are Yeferred under | 
the rule. The Chair stated- that, by the rule, it | 
was made his duty to see that proper reference | 
was made of papers. Every gentleman will at 


once see that it is scarcely possible for the Chair | 
to look at each and every paper presented during | 


the. session, and. also. aitend.- to. his other. duties ; 
events, V at called to, thi 


matter. Š A EE E ae r 
Mr. OLDS.. That isthe point, and. Iwas gi 
on to. say that the Chair acted correctly througho 
The SPEAKER. The papersewere referred 
but they were not referred inopen House by vote: 
of the House, and cannot therefore be brought. 
back-here by a motion to. reconsider... Under t 
circumstances, however, the Chair holds that i 
proper in-him to. receive. the. motion. which” h 
been submitted by the gentleman from New York,.. 
for the withdrawal of these papers, or rather that 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
be discharged from their further-consideration , in 
order that they may be referred to another com- 
mittee. : ; 
The Chair has made this statement that each — 
member might know what was exactly before the 
body. He thinks, under the circumstances, that 
the committee may be discharged from the farther: 
consideration of the papers, in order to give the’ 
House an opportunity to give them the. direction” 
which seems to it most proper. The Chairthought ’ 


‘some gentlemen did not understand the question 


before the House. . 

Mr. OLDS. Idid not at all complain'of the 
course pursued by the Chair. 1 think that the 
Chair has been perfectly fair. What I desired to: 
illustrate, was what the parliamentary courtesy of: 
the House should be in a case of this kind. Now, 
if a matter referred to the Committee on the Post: 
Office and Post Roads contains a proposition prop- 
erly belonging tò that committee, have not they 
cognizance of it? And will anybody now under- 
take to deny that this memorial does not contain + 


| such a proposition, although it may alse contain 
| propositions which do not belong 


to that commit- 
tee? i ; 

What shouldbe the course which the House 
should pursue in regard to this matter? If the 


| Copmittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. at- 


tempt to report to this House upon any matter 
which the House itself shall not deem as belong- : 
ing appropriately to that committee, then. will’be 
the time for the House to check the committee. 
If the memorial contains. matter that does -bèlon 
to that committee, so much of that memorial: 
should be left in the hands of the committee. 
Does the House suffer any detriment in pursuing 
a course of this kind? Notatall.. You are not; 
withholding from the Land Committee business 
which properly belongs to that committee, be-, 
cause you have hundreds of these petitions, and 
they are legitimately referred to that committee. 
also. The House suffers no injury by permitting.. 
these memorials to remain in the hands of the: 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, so 
long as they contain matter legitimately belonging: 
to that committee; and it will be time forthe House 
to act, and act understandingly-and courteously, : 


! when the Committee on the Post Qffice and Post. 


Roads shall undertake to make a report based: 
upon memorials referred to them that do not legit- 
imately belong to them. 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman from, Ohio, 
(Mr. Oxps,] without answering the inquiry put to 
him just now, has alluded to the course of ‘the: 
Virginia delegation in reference to the Wheeling 
bridge bill. 1 should like to ask the gentleman from, 
Ohio if he thinks there was anything wrong in the 
course of the Virginia delegation in regard to that 
bill? . : 

Mr. OLDS. Iwill answer the gentleman. with 
great pleasure, by saying that J think their course 
was entirely right, fair, and honorable. — 

Mr. MILLSON. Ifthe course of the Virginia 
delegation was right in the Wheeling bridge case, 
I shall not, until their course is impugned, under- 
take to defend. it. Then the question recurs to 
the inquiry I first put to the gentleman from Ohio, 


land that is, whether there were any papers and 


documents before the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads sustaining this memorial, 
dated the 17th of July; and if so, whether there 
was any special notice given to the members.of 
the committee that the subject contained in the. 
memorial would be investigated by that com-. 
mittee. i 
Mr. OLDS. I will answer the gentleman 
frankly. The reason why I have referred to 
Virginia upon this occasion, is, that with me Vir- 
ginia is good authority. I have been taught to 
live and move and breathe under:the resolutions 
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of ’98 coming from Virginias and when | come, 
into this Housesustained by the authority of Vir- 
ginie, I think I have good authority en my side. 
I have no complaint to make of Virginia with re- 
gard tothe Wheeling bridge bill. T thought the 
act was right. ®f have only referred to this to 
show that Í have the authority of Virginia, the 
mother of the resolutions of ’98, to show that this 
memorial, referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, contains such matter that 
even Virginia, under the resolutions of ’98, cannot 
“object to that committee’s acting on that portion 
of the memorial relative to the establishment of a 
post route. 

Mr. MILLSON. TI have not said a word yet 
in reference to the propriety of the reference of the 
memorial. I simply inquired whether any docu- 
ments and papers were referred. 

“Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would in- 
quire ‘of the gentleman from Ohio if he under- 
stands that in the resolutions of 1798, there is a 
distinction made between structures in the air and 
those upon solid ground. 

Mr, OLDS. I thought I was acting under the + 
resolutions of *98 when l reported a bill to legalize 
the Wheeling bridge. That is a structure in the 
air, ls the gentleman answered? Now, one word 
with reference to the question propounded by the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Minuson.] lcan- 
not see the pertinency of that question. Was the 
Post Office Committee to refuse to act on the peti- 
tion, because there were no papers accompanying 
it? : 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Will the gentle- 
man from Ohio permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. OLDS.. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES. The question I desire toask the 
gentleman from Ohio is this: whether it is not the 
custom of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads to entertain petitions referred to them 
even with but one name subscribed, praying for 
the establishment of post routes throughout the 


country? | 
Mr. OLDS.. Yes. 
Mr. HOWE, I would like to ask the gentle- 


man from Ohio a question for information; will 
he permit me to do so? 

Mr.OLDS. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWE. I understand the gentleman from 
Ohio to take the ground that this memorial, or the 
subject-matter of it, is a pertinent subject for in- 
quiry by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, for the reason that it proposes to de- 
clare these roads post routes, and hence it becomes 
an appropriate matter for the inquiry of that com- 
mittee: Now, { wish to call the attention of the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to the fact which he surely must be 
familiar with, that there is already a law in exist- 
ence which declares ‘that all railroads and parts 
of railroads which ure now or hereafter may be in 
operation, be, and the sameare hereby, declared t@ 
be post roads.” I believe the gentleman himself 
reported the law. 

Mr. OLDS. Yes, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman | 
from Ohio was well aware of all these facts. But 
that does not come to the point at all. The point 
is whether that memorial contains matter appropri- 
ately belonging to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. Now, whatdo the signers of this 
memorial pray for? They pray for the establish- 
ment of a post route. Now, whatis the duty of 


| routes, or for the reéstablishment of post routes 


| they may make themselves more familiar with 


the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads? 
Itis the duty of that committee to see whether a 
post route already exists over that very road. If 
a post route does already exist there, itis the duty 
of the committee to report the memorial back. | 
But is it a reason why the matter should be re- |; 
ferred to the committee on Public Lands, because | 
a post route already exists over the same road? 
Notatall. The question is this, it is a naked, | 
simple question: Does that memorial contain mat- 
ter relative to the mail service of the United States, 
and to the post roads of the United States? If it| 
doves, then its appropriate reference, or at least the 
reference of so much of itas relates to this service 
and these roads, is the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. Itis for that committee | 
to act upon it; itis for that committee to report 
upon it; and when 
rade that the committee has gone outside of 
legitimate duty, then it will be quite time enoug! 
to check them or to pass censure upon them. 


rf 


‘from Ohio if it was not the intention of the signers 


My: DICKINSON. Will the gentleman from 
Okio permit me to ask hiny a question? 

Mr. OLDS. Certainly. f 

“Mr. DICKINSON. Is there any post route 
now over the road referred to in the memorial ? 

Mr. OLDS. I am glad the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has propounded this question; for 
the fact of his asking information on ‘that point, 
shows the propriety of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads acting upon this very me- 
morial. The gentleman admits, by the question, 
that he does not know whether there is a mail route 
there or not. And how is he to know that fact? 
is he to go and investigate the matter for himself? 
No, sir. When a question of this kind comes 
before the House of Representatives, they refer it 
to its appropriate committee, and it is for that 
committee to report on it. ‘Thisis one of the facts 
which the committee should look into and report 
upon to the House. The signers of this memorial 
pray for the establishmentof a mail route between | 
the points designated. Now, is it not the busi- 
ness of the committee to see whether there is a 
mail route there now, and report the fact to the 
House? The gentleman’s question shows the 
propriety of such action in the matter. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
man from Ohio yield me the floor for one mo-} 
ment? 

Mr. OLDS. For what purpose? 

Mr. JONES. I merely wish toask hima ques- 
tion. 

Mr. OLDS. Very well. 

Mr. JONES. Has not the gentleman reported 
a bill this morning for the establishment of post | 


throughout the country? * 
Mr. OLDS. I have not reported it yet. 
Mr. JONES. Well, has not the gentleman 


! 
| 
i 
| 
asked to report it? | 


Mr. OLDS. There is such a bill lying on my | 
desk. 
Mr. JONES. Well, I ask the gentleman 


whether he does not provide in that bill for the 
establishment of post routes between the points 
specified in this memorial? 

Mr. OLDS. No,sir. 

Mr. JONES. Perhaps not directly from one | 
point in Hlinois to one point in lowa, as desig- 
nated in the memorial; but does notthe gentleman 
propose to establish mail routes through all that 
country, which will connect these points? 

Mr. OLDS. Most undoubtedly, the bill pro- 
poses the establishment of mail routes which will 
connect with the route specified in the memorial, 
if that route be established. Perhaps it may even 
provide for a mail route right over this very road. 
The committee has not looked into the matter yet; 
it is a matter for them to look into hereafter. 

Mr. DICKINSON. { wish to ask the gentle- 
mana question. | want the gentleman to answer 
the question I put to him, and that is, whether he 
knows that there is a road now upon this very 
route? and if there is any road, what kind of a 
road it is? 

Mr. OLDS. That very question shows the 
propriety of this matter going before the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, in order that 


this very question. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I wish the gentleman 
would answer my question, and not evade it in | 
this way. 1 want him to answer my question. 

Mr. OLDS. The gentleman might ask me if 
there wasa route to the moon, but I could not 
answer him without going to the Post Office Com- | 
mittee room and consulting the post route book. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Well, if the gentleman 
cannot answer such a question as that, he is not 
fit to be at the head of the committee, and he ought 
to resign and allow some one to be appointed in 


his place, who can answer ren ae question. 

Mr. OLDS. If the gentlenfan will, under the 
rules of the House, refer to the Committee on the 
Post Officéand Post Roads a memorial, asking for 
tne establishment of a post route from here to the 


moon, the piition will receive the respectful con- 


sideration of 


I desire to ask the gentleman 


of that petition to obtain a grant of land for rail- 


| could. 


road purposes, undér thé pretense of getting a 
grant of land to establish a post route? R 

Mr. OLDS. Ido notknow that we,as a corn- 
mittee, have any right to speak or judge of the in- 
tention of the petitioners. This House can judge 
of the intention as well as we can, and it will be 
time enough for this House to pass its judgment 
upon that matter when itshall receive the action of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
upon the memorial which has been referred to it. 

Mr. BRIDGES. My question is, whether the 
gentleman thinks that that is the object of the 
petition? Will he answer my question? 

Mr. OLDS. Will the Clerk do me the favor to 
read this memorial again, for the benefit of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. =i 

Mr. BRIDGES. ! have heard the memorial, # 
and do not want to hear it again. J want the gen- 
tleman to answer my question whether, in his 


Sa aA E 


jf 
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: judgment, that is not the object of the petition? 


Mr. OLDS. I know very well what belongs to 
parliamentary usage and propriety, and when the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads shall 
make a report upon the memorial which has been 
referred to them, in reference to the intention of i» 
the memorialists, it will be soon enough to consider 
that matter. At any rate, the chairman of that 
committee has no right to give any construction 
to that memorial, until he ascertains the views of 
the committee itself. 

Mr. BRIDGES. Does the gentleman decline 
to answer the question which I have put'to him? 

Mr. OLDS. I never declitie to answer a ques- 
tion; but when the gentleman asks me to declare 
my opinion in relation to the intention of persons 
who petition this body, I am not authorized to 
say what their intention may be. 

Mr. BRIDGES. lask only for the gentleman’s 
own construction of their intention. 

Mr.OLDS. The direct language of the memo- 
rial is, that they may have a grant of land. 

Mr. BRIDGES. That is not a direct answer. 

I want to know what the gentleman’s construction 
is of the intention of the memorialists in regard to 
the point which I have indicated? 

Mr. OLDS. I am not a fool; I know what 
they mean. ; 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania puts a very pertinent question 
to the gentleman from Ohio, and one. which, per- 
haps, he is not so well able to answer as I am, 
and Í will answer the question most cheerfully. 

I state to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
and to this House, that I myself drew up two of 
the memorials which have been referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. I 
felt it my duty to do so, as a representative of the 
State of Louisiana. I not only drew them up, 
but put my name to them; and I proclaim that I 
did it honestly, and I apprehend that no man will 
question the integrity of my motives. 

And not only that, the Senators from-the State 
of Louisiana, feeling as deep an interest in this 
matter as I did, in order to secure the establish- 
ment of these roads in the State of Louisiana, 
put their names to them—at least one of them did 
to one, and the other did to both of them. 1 did it 
without any hesitation, without supposing that I 
was practicing any cheat upon the House or the 
country. Why, how can the House or the coun- 
iry be cheated by the course that has been pur- 
sued? I say‘to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
and to the House, that I pursued this course be- 
cause I knew the Committee on Public Lands 
could not report these bills, and I believed the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
It is for the House to determine whether 
they can so report or not. It is for the House to 
determine whether the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads may have jurisdiction over 
this matter or not. 

What matters it to the House whether it comes 
from the Committee on Public Lands or from the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads? 
So long as a bill comes regularly before the House, 
what matter is it whether one committee or another 
report it? How is the House cheated because one 
committee assumes jurisdiction over a matter 
which has also been referred to another commit- 
tee? So far as I am concerned, I speak frankly, 
and say that I pursued the course which Í did be- 
cause { did not believe the Committee on Public 


Lands could report upon the matter during the 


present” session, and because | did believe the 


1854.) 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
could report. : 4 - E 

The question then is simply this: Shall the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads be 
allowed to have jurisdiction over this matter, or 
not? F will not go into an argument upon the pro- 
priety of giving them that jurisdiction, because 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Oxps] has already 
discussed the matter fully. If, under-the rules 
of the House, this matter may properly go to the 
Committee on the Pest Office and Post Roads, is 
anybody cheated because the matter is presented 
by that committee? Is anybody cheated because 
the committee have properly assumed jurisdiction 
over this matter, when the Committee on Public 
Lends might also have assumed jurisdiction over 
it? 

_ Let me say here, that I believe it is competent 
for, the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads to report this bill, notwithstanding the fact 
that it has been considered in the Committee on 
Public Lands, and notwithstanding the fact that 
they may now be ready to report a bill. But, 
sir, I will not detain the Fouse longer. I merely 
rose to state to the House what my motives were 
in the course I have pursued in this matter. 

Mr. OLDS resumed the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [ask my colleague to al- 
low me to say a word by way of explanation. 

Mr. OLDS. I have but a word to say, and 
will yield the floor in a moment. It appears to 
me that this House has raised a tempest in a tea- 
pot in reference to this matter. Why, every gen- 
tleman knows that memorials of this kind are 
every day referred to the different committees of 
the House. Sir, is there any fraud perpetrated 
upon the House? I appeal to the members of the 
House if, during the time I have held a seat upon 
this floor, | have ever attempted to perpetrate a 
fraud upon the House? No, sir; I have been 
open and frank in all my dealings, and I shall be 
so now. f 

The question before us is simply this: Does 
the memorial contain matter that properly comes 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads? Not, does it contain 
matter that does not belong to that committee. 
Why, sir, memorials are referred here every day 
that coniain matter belonging to more than one 
committee. Your President’s annual messages 
always contain matter belonging to different com- 
mittees, and are referred, one portion to one com- 
miitee, and another portion to another committee. 
Weil, suppose the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads will do what it has never yet done, 
and what this House has never censured it for, 
viz: report on matters not referred to it—it willbe 
time enough then to raise this question; it- will 
be time enough to pass censure on that commit- 
tee when it undertakes to pursue such a course. 
‘When that report comes in is the time to raise 
the question. When that committee reports a 
railroad bill is the time for gentlemen to come ; 
in with their propositions. The present is not | 
the time. Let gentlemen wait and see what | 
will be the action of the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads on these memorials. ft has 
been seen and admitted that they contain matters 
properly belonging to that committee. I only 
ask the House to take that course which seems 
to be parliamentary. Wait for the action of that | 
committee. If it undertakes to report what does 
not properly belong to it, then let this House do 
what is done every day, and discharge the com- 
mittee, and make a reference to another committee. 
There is no fraud on the House, none in any 
way. These memorials all contain prayers for 
mail routes. Under the rule of the Flouse, they 
were referred to the committee to which they 
properly belong. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. With my colleague’s per- 
mission, Í shall occupy a moment of the time of 
the House. Irise for the purpose of saying that 
I filed one of these memorials, and gave it the ref- 
erence complained of I did it openly before the 
House, as 1 do everything else. I presentedthem 
in the same way that I have presented others. 

Now I assert, with due deference to the Chair, 
and others, that the reference is correct. The 
memorials embody these distinct propositions: | 

1. That there shall be a mail route declared; 

2. That terms shall be imposed by which the 
mail transportation shall be forever regulated on 
the road; 


| This did not appear to me to be regular. 


3. That our troops and munitions of war shall 
be transported on the road; and: - ‘ 

4. That there shall be a grant of the public 
lands. + i ai - 

Now, sir, my position is this: That memorial 
was properly referable, under the rules of the 
House, to either of three of the standing com- 
Mittees: | 

1. The Committee on the Public Lands; because 


it involved the grant of a portion of the public 
| domain. : 


2. To the Committee on Military Affairs; be- 
cause it proposed the transportation of our troops 
and munitions of war; and . 

3. To the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads; because it not only proposed the es- 
tablishment of a mail route, but declared that this 
company shall be forever required to transport the 
mails of the United States on such terms as Con- 
gress may impose, 


And it is no small consideration, and a matter į 


of no little importance to the people of this coun- 


try, that the mails of the United States shall be for- į 
ever transported on that road on such terms as: 
| Congress may impose, and why? 


Let me refer the House, Mr. Speaker, in con- 


| nection with the importance of this proposition, 


to the condition of things now existing in refer- 
ence tothe mail service between this point and 
the city of New York. 


information beforeus from the Post Office Depart- 
ment, that although it pays that company higher 
rates for the transportation of the mails than it 


does to any other company in the United States, | 


yet it wil] not enter into a contract to transport 
them for a year. 


I hold that the memorial embodying this import- | 
ant provision, that the company will obligate | 


themselves to transport the mails forever, upon 
such terms as may be imposed by Congress, is 


one of sufficient magnitude to carry the memorial | 


as well to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads as to the Committee on Public Lands. 
I will say again, that I hold that the proposition 
that this company shall be required to transport 
to that far distant frontier troops and munitions of 
war, would have entitled it to consideration before 
the Military Committee. 

In the present condition of things in this House, 
knowing that the people of the West were deeply 
interested in those internal improvements, I saw 
fit to make my election of the committee to which 


I should send the memorial. I bad a right to make ; 


my election, I did make it, and { sent the memo- 


rial to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads. If there is any sin in it, | rise for the pur- : 


pose of taking my share of the responsibility in 
presenting a memorial embracing these three im- 
portant propositions. 
committee, and it has taken that direction. 

Mr. HUNT. There is nothing about this mat- 
ter for the smartness of debate to expend itself on, 


another to show their wit in controversy. [tis a 


| plain matter of parliamentary law and usage. 
| Sir, ] was asked to sign a petition to bring be- 


fore the Post Office Committeea matter which had 


been referred to the Committee on Public Lands, | 


asking an appropriation of lands for certain rail- 
roads to be constructed in Louisiana. I declined 
signing that petition, because I thought the pro- 
posed action was indirect and irregular, for it was 


openly and candidly avowed by my colleague that | 
he wanteil the question in regard to the appropri- | 
ation of lands to be made through the report of : 


the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads. 
My 
colleague said the responsibility would rest upon 
the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads. 
L said, no, sir, because the proceedings looked to 
a referencegwhich is through the clerk who files it, 
and passes the paper to the committee. I said if 
the object were avowed to this House, that the 
matter concerning a grant of lands was to be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the ‘Post Office and 
Post Roads, the House would say it was not the 
apprapriate committee, and that it appeared to 
me it \Wwguld be taking the House by surprise, 
and biffiging up irregular] 

not be brought up if the 


You have a railroad be- | 
tween these two points, and a railroad which is | 
in the hands of a company that refuses—yes, sir, 
refuses—to transport your mails under contract. It | 
| only binds itself from day to day; and we have | 
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I chose to send it to that: 


| nothing about which gentlemen should twit one | 


a matter which could ;; { i £ 
ouse knew the objed@ ii subject myself to injurious. remarks from the 


|i makes the reference through the clerk. 


é busifiésd;ite 
ales ef 


Each committee has its a 


appropriate matter; of business ; : 
prescribed and well understood duties of the com= 
mittee. The reference through the: dleérk a: 
lowed for the purpose of facilitating and expedits; 
ing business, and the presumption is that no ref= 
erence will be made of inappropriate matter, =` To: 
i| refer inappropriate matter-is irregular and unpar- 
liamentary. It tends to confound business; to do 
away with a proper investigation and considera» 
tion of the particular subjects committed to the 
several committees; to open the door to favoritism” 
|| and undue preference; to put itin the power of 
i} one committee to engross to itself the entire busi- 
ness of tha House. : an 
It is not enough to say that there is no fraud in 
the matter, because these things are to be spoken. 
of hereafter, to be weighed, discussed, and acted 
upon. But the question concerns the reference, 
of the memorial in the first instance., Itis as to" 
the regularity and propriety of the reference! and 
the responsibility in this case rests upon him who’ 
Isit not 
so, sir? And hence it is, Mr. Speaker, that: 
you have defended yourself, and said that, under 
the arduous duties of your office, you could not 
look over all these petitions, and see them’ prop- 
ij erly referred. Now, I am as anxious as any: 
member of this House to have these questions of 
| appropriations of land for railroad purposes acted 
upon. But I will not lend my sanction to any‘ 
|| indirect, irregular, and unparliamehtary course to” 
effect that which I desire. | know that, if thè 
particular measure in which | take a local interest 
‘| were before the House, the House would not: re- 
fuse its sanction to it. I make no charge of fraud’ 
upon honorable gentlemen around me. Gentle- 
men say that this matter is not the business of thet 
i} committee to which it has been referred, © °°. 
|| Sir, a petition having several objects, may, be 
| 


referred to a committee having jurisdiction:clearly 
as to one of them; and in that cage the committee: 
would make a proper report, according tò its con- 
science and judgment, as to the objects not within | 
their appropriate jurisdiction, And thus [do not: 
say, that if the real bona fide object of the: peti- 
tion referred to the Post Office Committee, is to- 
fix a post route, the committee may not properly 
charge itself with the petition, although the peti- 
|| tion may look at, the same time to other objects. 
| But I do say, that where there is no road in ex4 
istence, a reference, under a fiction, for the pur- 
pose of bringing before the House, another ob- 
į! ject—such as a grant of lands for a Tailroad ip, 
irregular and unparliamentary and wholly inad-, 
missible. i ee e E aie | 
A motion was made the other day to’ suspend, 
the rules, in order that a bill granting lands fora’ 
Yailroad might be taken up. A friend of internal’, 


i| improvements, I voted to suspend therules. But: 


the gentlemen were foiled in that case, and now 
they resort, in their desperation, to this mode of 
effecting their object. It was only the other day. 


ii —on the 17th—that the petition before the House: 


‘| was referred to the Post Office Committee. This 
fact, in itself, shows the character of the present 
i] proceeding. ni 
Mr. HENN. 
from Louisiana. 
Mr. HUNT. 
| the Clerk of the 


I wish to correct the gentleman: 


I derived my information from 
House. 


| Mr. HENN. . Willthe gentleman-allow mé:to 
| explain? 7:5 4 k ; 
Mr. HUNT. Certainly, sir. 1 speak only for 


the public good. : 
Mr. HENN. My motion the other day to sus- 
pend the rules was not for the purpose of intro: 
ducing the present bill, but another bill, asking for 
lands in Jowa for a railroad. : 
Mr. HUNT. Well, then, it was for the estab- 
‘| lishment of a road -which conflicts with this one. 
! This shows. how these things are. Here one 
i company from Indiana, Tlinois, and Iowa, are ask- 
| ing for the establishment of a post routs over lands 
| in lowa, which an lowa company is-praying you 
to grant to them, fora railroad in their State.: Do 
| you not-see in these facts the benefit of having 
| every matter referred to its appropriate committee 
Now, in what Í have spoken, I. may, perhaps, 


! 
‘| 
| 
l 
i 
i 
| 
H 
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mean. and low-minded, who may. misrepresent me 
as acting against a course which might have led 
to the taking up of the bill, in which I have a 
local interest. But that consideration never de- 
ters me one moment in my path of duty. -We 
are here to discimrge the publicduties confided. to 
us, and we ought to do so ina regular and parlia - 
mentary manner. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
hour expired ? 3 

The SPEAKER.. It has. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Then I move tọ go to the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. 

[Cries of “Oh, no.”? 

Mr. LETCHER. ill not the business come 
up in the morning hour to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER. It will come up the first 
thing in the morning hour. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to submit a mo- 
tion, that the House proceed to take up those pri- 
vate bills which a Committee of the Whole 
House on Saturday last laid aside, and reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that they 
do pass. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
unanimous consent, 

Objection being made, the motion was not en- 
tertained. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I ask my colleague [Mr. 
Tay.or] to. withdraw his motion to go to the busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table, in order to enable 
me to ask the unanimous consent of the House to 
make a personal explanation in relation to this 
memorial. It will be better for me to do it now 
than at any other time. I presented the memo- 
rial myself, and I think it is due to me to have 
the opportunity to make the explanation. 

. Mr. TAYLOR. 1I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I wish to say to the House 
that I was*not in the Hall this morning, when 
this question came up, and I desire to make an 
explanation—— 

Mr. WALSH, (interrupting.) 
pee 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
gentleman cannofproceed. 

Mr. TAYLOR. [renew my motion. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Will this matter come up 
to-morrow, in the morning hour? 

. The SPEAKER. It will not, that being pri- 
vate bill day. It will come up in the morning 
hour, except upon private bill days. 

Mr. EDGERTON, ‘Whenever it does come 
up I desire to speak upon the propriety of the 
reference of the memorials. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing was here received from 
the President of the United States, by Siwney 
Weasster, Esq., his Private Secretary. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I desire to ask the 
‘consent of the House that that message may be 
taken up, referred, and printed. 


Has the. morning 


Tobject to any 


There being no objection, the following commu- 


nication was laid before the House: 
To the House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmita report of the Secretary of State, aud 
accompanying papers, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 6th of February last. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move thatthe communication, 
with the accompanying papers, be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. f 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


<The question recurred on Mr. Tayiorn’s motion 
to proceed to the business on the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. OLDS. I ask my colleague [Mr. Tayzor] 
to withdraw his motion, to enable me to report the 
post route bill. 
‘Mr. TAYLOR. 


purpose, ps 

Mr. LETCHER. Iinguire of the gentleman 
from Ohio whether there is any section in this bill 
in relation to this route which has been under dis- 
cussion this morning. Until I know that fact, I 
object. 

Mr. OLDS. It contains nothing of that kind. 
lt only contains the post office routes: which are 
in existence now. 

Mr. LETCHER. Very well; | withdraw the 
objection. : 

o objection being made, the bill was then read 
a first and second time by its title, as follows: 


J withdraw the motion for that 
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- A-bill to establish certain post routes. . 
Mr. OLDS. I move to dispense with.the read- 
ing of the bill through. : 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ing of it. ee 
Mr. OLDS. The bill will occupy seventy col- 
umns of.the Globe, and it will take the Clerk two 
days to read it through. 2 
Mr. JONES. 4 call for the reading. 
Mr. OLDS. Then. I withdraw the bill. 
Mr. JONES. I object to that. i 
Mr. OLDS. Then I move the previous ques- | 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 
| 


1 call for the read- 


Mr. WHEELER. I move to lay it upon the | 
table; and upon that motion I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- | 
man from New York must be first put. 

Mr. JONES. Before the question is put upon 
the motion of the gentleman from New York, I 
demand that the bill be read. 

Mr. LETCHER. {| desire to know if it is the 
purpose of the gentleman from Ohio to put this 
bill upon its passage now? 

Mr. JONES. Certainly that is the object. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I hope the motion to 
lay upon the table will prevail. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. | 

Mr. EASTMAN. Before that motion is put, | 
will it be in order to move to recommit the post | 
route bill ? | 

The SPEAKER. {It will not be in order, the 
previous question having been demanded. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. E rise to a question 
of order. Is there not a motion pending to go to ; 
the consideration of the business upon the Speak- 
er’s table? . 

Mr. CLINGMAN. That motion was with 
drawn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair believes the mo- 
tion is still pending. The gentleman from Ohio, | 
(Mr. Tavxon,] who made the motion, indicated 
his willingness to withdraw it, to allow his col- | 
league [Mr. Epezrron] to make a personal | 
explanation; but objection being made to the ex- | 
planation being made, the gentleman from Ohio 
did not withdraw the motion. The gentleman 


from Ohio, [Mr. Oxps,] then, by unanimous con~ | 
sent of the House, reported the post route Dill, | 3 : ' 
| The expense required for this transportation 


Mr. OLDS, Will the demand for the previous | 


and demanded the previous question. 


question bring up the bill in the morning ? 
The SPEAKER. It will not. 


Mr. OLDS. Then the bill will be lost, will it | 


not? 

The SPEAKER. The bill will go to the 
Speaker’s table, or somewhere else. The Chair 
will decide where it goes when the matter comes 
up. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 1 rise to a 
privileged question. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has not been or- 


dered to be engrossed. No question whatever has | 


been taken upon it. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. Then- I move to re- 
commit the bill. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order ; 


while the demand for the previous question is | 


pending. : 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I ask the gentleman | 
from Ohic to withdraw the demand for the pre- ` 
vious question. 

Mr. OLDS. I will withdraw it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I now move to re-. 
commit the bill; and upon that motion demand the | 
previous question. That will keep the bill before 
the House. : 

The SPEAKER. That motion will be in order, | 
if the motion to lay the bill upon the table be with- ; 
drawn. | 

Mr. WHEELER. | withdraw the#potion to ; 
lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Then I submit the! 
motion | have indicated. 

The question was taken on Mr. CLINGM4 
motion, and it was agreed to; there being, 
division—ayes 95, noes not counted. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. i 
Whe House accordingly resolved itself into the | 


2 


2 


‘| equivalent. 


| 


| 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Wricur, of Pennsylvania, in the chair,) and: 
resumed the consideration of the Army appropri- 
ation bill. The pending question was on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr.. 
McMu.uin,] to increase the amount proposed in 
the following amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] to $400,000. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary. of 
War be, and he hereby is, authorized and empowered to 
sell and convey to the city of St. Louis, the ground on 
which the St. Louis arsenal now stands, with the perma- 
nent and fixed improvements: Provided, The city shall first 
pay into the Treasury of the United States the sum of 
$250,000, which sum, when so paid, shall be immediately 
applicable, and hereby is appropriated, to the construction 


|| of another arsenal, and the removal thereto of the arms, 
‘| munitions, machinery, and tools, now in the St. Louis arse- 


nal: And provided also, That possession of the said arsenal 


i] and ground shall not be delivered to the said. city until after 


the new arsenal is built, and the arms, munitions, machin- 
ery, and tools aforesaid removed thereto: And provided 
further, That the cession, when made, and possession 
thereof delivered, shall remain forever a public park. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I modify my amendment 
so that it shall propose an increase of the amount 
specified in the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri to. $300,000. : 

Mr. Chairman, since yesterday’s discussion T 
have become more firmly convinced of the import- 
ance of this matter. If this public property is to 
be transferred to the city of St. Louis, I, for one, 
desire that the Government shall receive a ‘fair 
I should be willing that three disin- 
terested commissioners should be appointed to 
negotiate a sale to that city. In my judgment, and 
if gentlemen will give the matter their attention 
they will concur-with me, this property will turn 
out to be worth more than $500,000. { grant that 
the gentleman from Missouri is no more anxious 
to secure advantages to his constituents than the 
other members are for theirs, but I put the ques- 


i| tion to him, whether he, in his representative ca- 


pacity, will vote to give away public property for 


‘| $250,000 which the Secretary of War estimates 


to be at least worth $393,000 ? ; 

I hoid that, if this transfer should be made at 
all, the Government should at least receive some- 
thing like a fair equivalent for the property. I 
beg the committee to bear in mind that, according 


i| to the showing of the Secretary of War, this 


property is worth not only $390,000, but that the 
Government must incur the expense of transport- 
ing the Government stores from. that point to the 
place at which the new arsenal is to be erected. 


should be taken into the estimate. It is not my 
purpose here to do anything which shall at all 


| interfere either with the healthful condition of St. 


Louis, or retard its rapid progress. I desire to 
see that city continue in its prosperity. If gentle- 
men of this committee think it is right and proper 
to make this transfer, all I ask, as one of the Rep- 
resentatives of the people is, that the Government 
shall receive something like a fair equivalent for 
the property. It strikes me that $500,000 is not 
too much. I should beperfectly willing, as I be- 
fore remarked, to have the value of the property 
settled by competent and disinterested commis- 
sioners, according to the best information in their 
power. I think that my amendment will place 
the mark too low. If it is the object of the 


‘gentleman from Missouri to have this transfer 


made, I ask him to come forward and accept the 
amendment, or if he or any other gentleman, feel- 


‘| ing a direct interest in this matter, will submit a 


proposition to have the property valued by com- 
petent and disinterested commissioners, I will 
support it, and withdraw my amendment. I do 
not desire to embarrass unnecessarily or improp- 
erly the amendment of the honorable gentleman 
from St. Louis. It is my deliberate judgment 
that, if he shall succeed in carrying thisamend- 
ment in the committee, he will fail to carry it in 
the House. In my humble judgment, it becomes: 
those gentlemen who have been so pertinacious 


i} heretofore in carrying out the estimates of the Sec- 


retaries to adhere faithfully to that course now, 


‘| and carry them out. 


[Here the hammer fell.] . 
_ Mr. PERKINS, of New York. Of course it 
is impossible for me to form any opinion other 
than that indicated by the report of the officers as 
to the value of this property proposed to begiven 


i| to the city of St. Louis. It might be fairly assumed 


and acted upon by this House, that the public” 
officers have given the fair value of this property. 
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But for the object which I have in view, and for 
the purposes of the argument which 1 am about 
to make, I will concede that this property is worth 
$500,000.. Now, here is a proposition to sell a 
property worth either $250,000 or $500,000 to the 
city of St. Louis, and that proposition 1s opposed 
on the ground that it does not provide for the Gov- 
ernment obtaining a fair equivalent value for that 
property. I concede that weare not receiving the 
full worth of it. But, I ask, what are we doing 
here day by day in respect to the disposition of 
the public property? Are we not squandering it 
in immense quantities, as compared with this prop- 
osition of the public property at St. Louis? There 
are now in the city of St. Louis, as I understand, 
one hundred thousand inhabitants, and it requires 
no great stretch of the imagination to believe that, 
within half a century from this time, there will be 
from five hundred thousand to one million of in- 
habitants in that city, surrounding this property. 
Now, sir, the argument I make is this: that while 
we are giving away public lands to foreigners, 
who are now here or are yet to arrive in this coun- 
try; while we are throwing money away to build 
custom-houses, costing twice as much as we can 
collect in them; while we are giving away swamp 
lands to the States in which they are located; 
while we see, in the other end of the Capitol, a 
proposition to sell the public lands at twenty-five 
cents an acre, which everybody knows to be 
worth $1 25, or more; while we are doing allthis, 
I do not see why the one hundred thousand in- 
habitants of St. Louis may not be entitled to have 

roperty which they wish to possess at half price. 
hy should they not have it at half price, as well 
as people traveling through the unsettled portions 
of the country? Here are one hundred thousand 
inhabitants in St. Louis, and prospectively, and 
not long hence, five hundred thousand; and I do 
not see why we should not treat with them, in the 
disposal of public lands, as liberally as we treat 
with all other persons for the public property of 
the United States, or, atleast, for the landed estate 
of the Government. 

Now, we have been referred to the arsenals 
which ‘have been sold in other portions of the 
country, 

Mr. BRIDGES. Will the gentleman from New 
York allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. PERKINS. Certainly, gir. 

Mr. BRIDGES. The question I put to him is 
this, whether he is willing to have the public prop- 
erty of the United States sold at half price? 

Mr. PERKINS. Weare giving it away every 
day. 

Mr. BRIDGES. That is not the question. I 
want to know whether the gentleman from New 
York is willing to have the public property sold at 
half price? 

Mr. PERKINS. I will answer that question 
directly. In this particular case you have gota 
statement from one of the public officers as to its 
value, and you propose to sell this arsenal property 
at half its value, if you choose, to the one hun- 
dre thousand inhabitants of St. Louis, situated as 
they are, with the object of promoting their health 
and comfort. Now, I say this isa glorious and 
creditable gift compared with those which you are 
making every day. And I should support the 
proposition of the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. 
BENTON,) even though I knew that the property 
was worth $500,000. Now, is the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Bringes] answered? Frepeat, 
sir, you are daily giving away the public lands to 
railroad companies and others. You are giving 
them away toa vastly less number of people than 
are to be accommodated by this particular favor, 
either at present or prospectively. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will it be in order for me 
now further to modify my amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It will. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then I will modify it so 
as to make the amount $500,000. 

The question being on Mr. McMutiiy’s amend- 
ment, tellers were called for, and ordered; and 
Messrs, Kerr and WHEELER appointed. 


115 


|i vendue, which requires the money to be paid 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 67, noes 72. : 

So the amendment to the amendment was not. 
agreed to. f . 

Mr. PRESTON. I move the following as a 
substitute for the amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Benron:] 
` That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and empowered to cause to be sold to the highest 
bidder, for ready money, ina body, ona notice of thirty days 
in the St. Louis newspapers, the tract of land, 3. 767-100 
acres, on which the St. Louis arsenal now stands, together 
with the fixtures and permanent improvements thereon, 
and deposit the money received for the same in the United 
States Treasury; and the said money so paid in shall be, 
and the same hereby is, appropriated to the purpose of build- 
ing another arsenal ongthe barracks tract: Provided, That 
the possession of said tract shall not be given to the pur- 
chaser thereof until after the new arsenal shall be built, aud 
the arms, munitions, and tools now in the said St. Louis 
arsenal removed thereto, for which purpose a period of two 
years is allowed from the passage of this act: nd pro- 
vided further, That no sale shall be made for any sum Jess 
than the original cost of the land, building, and the perma 
nent improvements thereon, which shall be stated by the 
Secretary of War, and published at the sale. 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman that he modify his amend- 
ment so as to appropriate for the new arsenal so 
much of the money received from the sale of the 
old one as may be necessary. s : 

Mr. PRESTON. I have no objection to that 
modification, but I desire first to address the com- 
mittee upon the subject of the amendment. The 
reason why the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri did not meet with favor from the House 
yesterday, was because there was no evidence be- 
fore the House as to the value of the grounds and 
improvements to be sóld. 

Now, sir, the Secretary of War, and everybody 
‘who knows anything about the locality of the 
present ‘site of the arsenal, knows that it ought 
not to remain where itis. It is difficult to impose 
the proper discipline upon the soldiers there. It 
would be much better to have it removed to the 
Jefferson barracks tract, which is ten miles below 
the city, and fiveor six below the present arsenal. 

Mr. BENTON. ‘Ten miles below. 

Mr. PRESTON. Very well, ten miles below. 
Now, sir, this amendment proposes that the 
grounds and permanent improvements shall be put 
up.at auction and soldto the highest bidder, which 
I think is a fair way to dispose of it. The amend- 
ment also provides that the grounds shall not go 
into the possession of the purchaser until the 
arms, munitions, tools, &c., shall have been 
removed to the new arsenal, and reserves two 
years in which to build the new arsenal. ‘Then it 
provides further, that the sale shall not be fora 
sum less than the cost of the grounds, and per- 
manent improvements to be ascertained by the 
Secretary of War. 

‘The Secretary of War is as anxious to remove 
the arsenal as the gentleman who represents St. 
Louis is to obtain a public park. Now, sir, I am 
willing to go just this far and no further: to sell 
these grounds to the city of St. Louis for the same | 


price that they are worth to anybody else, and | 
that the sale shall be in solido—in a body; and | 
that is just what the amendment provides. , | 

This proposition, it seems to me, is much better | 
than that proposed by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, to appoint a commission to ascertain the | 
value of the lands; for commissions are very likely | 
to give a favorable construction to the purchasing | 
parties. It also requires the money to be paid | 
down at the time of the sale. I prefer the public 


down at the time of the sale. There is then per- 
fect guarantee against any difficulty. Adopting | 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Louisiana, į 
I propose that the result of the sale shall go to || 
the removal of the only arsenal which we have 
west of the Mississippi river to the Jefferson bar- 
racks tract, where there are now extensive build- 
ings belonging to the Government. 
Mr. PERKINS. My suggestion was not that 

the whole amount realized shall be appropriated | 


i| amounts to $393,010, 


to the building of- another arsenal, but-so much į 
thereof as shall be necessary. | 


Mr. PRESTON. So I understand, 
know enough of the. wants<of ‘the West: in 
respect, to. know that all to be. realized from: thi 
sale will not be more than enough to construc! 
proper arsenal at that place, Page é 
Another misapprehension. exists as to: the gen- 
tleman’s amendment. Colonel Craig, of the Ord- - 
nance Corps, states the land to be.worth $200,000, 
and the property now upon it $193,000, in -ait 
$393,000. «In consequence of :the growth of the 
city the arsenal is not. now. in a proper: position, 


accommodated. 
put limits as to price; but, inasmuch: as. we are 
aboutto do this at the invitation of St. Louis, { 
have put in the proviso that the ‘auctioneer, shall 
not let the property go until he receivesa bid equal 
in amount to the precise cost, of the. ground. and 
buildings as estimated by the Secretary. of War, . 
Unless the bidders go beyond that there is no sale 
at all. i Vala cay 

The provision I regard to be right.” It fixes a 
minimam by which the Government. cannot, pos- 
sibly lose, while, at the same time, it. carries, out 
the wishes of thé Department for the removal of 
the arsenal from its present location. It allows 
two years in which to remove the armory, and 


accommodate the city of St. Louis by converting 
those arsenal lands, no longer proper for the pur- 
pose for which they are now used, into a. public 
park, provided she is willing to bid as much.for 
them as anybody else at public outery. I think 
the amendment is a just and proper.one, and offer 
it in lieu of the one which was. submitted by’ the 
gentleman from Missouri. eee 3 
Mr. CRAIGE. I do notthink that thé amend; 
ment meets the objections:which have been ur; ed . 
against that of the gentleman from Missouri. The 
objection to that was, that by it he. proposed; to 
give this public property, worth from $500,000. tg 
$1,000,000, to the city of St. Louis: for $250,000. 
The gentleman proposes to.amend go that the prop: 
erty shall be put up at public vendue, : If it were 
proposed to be put up at public auction in small 
tracts it might be sold; but what individuals. will 
be able to go there-and bid for it when it is worth 
$500,000 or $1,000,000. The amendment does not 
answer the objections made to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Missouri. . sade 
Mr. PRESTON. ‘The Colonel of Ordnance - 
uses this language: in regard to .the value of. the 
property: ; : ted 


“Phe site selected, and on-.which: the. arsenal. 0! 
stands, contains:37 64-100 acres, and is estimated to be now, 
worth at least $200,000, exclusive of the inclosing walls 
interior fences, drains, culverts, and roads, which are vi ued: 
at $30,000. The buildings which are constructed: in-the 
most permanent manner, are valued at $163,010. The arms 
and munitions of war of ail kinds, together with the ma- 
chinery, and tools in store and in use, are valued at 
$1,275,773, The proposed cession to the city of St. Louis, 
for the purpose stated in the resolution, will require the 
abandonment of the land, with its permanent and fixed‘ims 
provements, and of the buildings, the value of which 
and the removal of fhe rest of the pat- 


lie property.” * i 

Mr. CRAIGE. I was coming. to'that point. 
The committee has been misled, not only by.the 
gentleman from Kentucky, but by remarks made 
yesterday in regard to this matter. The Colonel 
of Ordnance does notsay thatit is not worth more 
than $200,000. He says that it is at least. worth 
4200,000, and the improvements $193,000. He 
does not say that the property may not be worth 
$500,060 or $1,000,000. Although worth more 
than $1,000,000; he might say that it was worth, 
at least $200,000.. ; SiL F 

The property itself is worth, they say, at least 
$200,000. They do not say it is worth more than 
that—g500,000. or $1,000,000. I have no doubt, 
from the information I have*received upon the, 
subject, that the property, consisting, avit does, 
of thirty-seven acres of landyand surrounded; by 
buildings, is worth at least $1,000,000. 9. 0 ix; 

The question being on Mr, Presron’s amend- 


ment : 3 y 
Mr. PRESTON demanded tellers; which were 


+ 


adopted. 


E. ; 


July-20, 


ordered; and Messrs: SruarT; of Michigan, and 
Prixerg, were appointed. : ces 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported: 
—ayes 92, hoes not counted. ; 
“So the amendment wes agreed to. - ne 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. ` I offer the follow- 
jae amendment: to strike out the words’ “ina | 


b 


ordet. The gentleman cannot strike out what has |} 
been already incorporated into the billas an amend- ‘| 
ment. , sa? 3 

Mr. SMITH. I will say to the Chair that——- 
` (Load criesof Order P? ** Order!) 

. The CHAI RMAN. Thereis no.question pend- 
ing. : 

Mr. FAULKNER.” I rise to a question of 
order. IL desire to know from the Chair whether 
we are to regard.the amendment of the gentleman’ 
from Kentucky (Mr. Preston] as having been 
adopted ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It has been adopted. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Then I suppose the bill is 
open for additional amendments? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, air. $ 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to have the ruling of the 
Chair understood by the committee, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided 
that it is not in order to move to strike out what 
the committee has inserted inthe bill. For if you 
could strike out one word, you might also move 
to strike out the whole section. Therefore it is 
clearly out of order to make such a motion. 

Mr, CRAIGE. Lrise to a point of order. I 
do not understand that the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Benron] has been 
adopted. 

TheCHAIRMAN. ‘The question has not been 
taken on the amendment, as amended. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Well, if not adopted, it is in 
order to move to strike it out. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on | 
the amendment, as amended. . 

The question was taken; and Mr. Benron’s 
amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 
<- Mr.McMULLIN. I desireto move an amend- 
ment to that amendment. 

Several Mempuns. The amendment has been 


The CHAIRMAN. The proposition of the | 
gentleman from Virginia is not in order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in order to move to 
add a proviso? 

The CHAIRMAN. lt is in order to move to 
add a new section to the bill. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I now move to amend the j| 
bill by inserting an independent section, succeed- 
ing that already acted upon. i 

Mr. McMULLIN. The gentleman will ex- | 
cuse me fora moment. I want to ascertain the 
facts in this matter. Do I understand the Chair į 
as having decided that the amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri, as amended, has been 
adopted? ; 
The CHAIRMAN. It has been adopted. ; 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Well, sir, 1 desire to cor- |; 
rect the Chair in the matter, : 

[eres of “Order”? “Order. ”] i 

was on the floor before the decision of the |} 
} 
| 


question was announced, and addressed the Chair 
with a view to offer an amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

[Cries of ‘You were too late!?’} | 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman was notin 
order. 

Mr. WALSH. [Irise to a question of order. 
Is there not an amendment already before the 
committee, offered by the gentleman from Vir-. 

inia, (Mr. FAULKNER ?] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia was about to move such an amendment, 

? Mr. WALSH. Then that is the question, I 
believe, before the committee. ` i 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I beg to take an appeal | 
from the decision of the Chair. l | 

Several Memgers. Itis too late. ji 


The CHAIRMAN. In what particular matter | 
does the gentleman appeal ? | 
Mr. MeMULLIN. Iwill submit the question | 
to the Chair. There are a dozen gentlemen | 
| 


around me who are prepared to state the fact to 
the Chair that I was on the floor and addressed 
the Chair before the vote on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri wag announced. 


ody.” ie 
The CHAIRMAN, . Theamendment is notin |. 


i riflemen, 3143 fo a corporal of artillery and infantry, $1 
TEF 2 7? 


| and that ofticers absent from duty under any other circum- 


| in the foregoing section, to the additional pay authorized 


and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to confer 


t tablished, be brought betore an army board, composed of 


i cers; and to attach them to regiments as supernumerary 


| the aet approved April 29, 1812, entitled “An act making 
| further provision for the Corps of Engineers.” 


i 
l 
l 
| 
| 
| officers, according to the provisions of the fourth section of | 
i 
| 
: in cutting roads, and other constant labor, of not less than | 
H 
| 
| 
j 
1 
| 


| per day, for men employed as laborers and teamsters, and 


i and orphans of persons dying in the naval service, approved | 
: August 1J, 1848, be e A 
i oflicers, non-commissioned officers. 
: diers of the Army of the United States, including volunteers 


| one which reported the bill before this committee. | 
i E ask whether that bill contains an appropriation, 


Mr. McMULLIN. 
floor before the question was put. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the Chair did not 
recognize the gentleman. 

Mr. FAULKNER offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the bill: t 
And be it further enacted, Phat the monthly pay proper f 


of the several grades of the Army, hereinafter enumerated 
shall be at the following rates; a major general, $265; a 
brigadier general, $165; a colonel, $1355 a lieutenant 
colovel, $115 3 a major, $95 3 a captain of cavalry, B85 5a 
captain of artillery and infantry, 8755 a first lientenant of 
cavalry, 9653 a first lieutenant of artillery and infantry, 
857; a second lieutenant of cavalry, 355; a second licu- 
tenant of artillery aad infantry, $473 a cadet, $33; a ser- 
geant-major, quartermasier-sergeant, principal musician, 
chief bugler, principal farrier, and ordnance-sergeant, $23; 
10 each first sergeant of a company of dragoons, mounted 
riflemen, artillery, and infantry, $21; to all other sergeants 
of those arms, $185 to a corporal of dragoons and mounte: 


to afarricr, blacksmith, saddler, and artificer. of dragoons, 
mounted riflemen, and artillery, $153 to a bugler of dra- }) 
goons and mnousted riflemen, $12; toa musician of artillery | 
and infantry, $11; loa private of dragoons and mounted ij 
riflemen, $11; and to a private of artillery and infantry, | 
$10: Provided, That the existing allowances shall be con- | 
fined to officers when on duty, or who shall have left their | 
posts by reason of wounds received in the line ot their duty, | 
j 
| 
| 
1 


stances shall only be entitled to the pay proper of their re- 
spective grades. l 

Sec. 2. Ani beit further enacted, That the surgeon 
general and paywaster general of the Army shall be allowed 
the pay and emoluments ofa colonel. 

Ske. 3. And be it further enacted, That every soldier, 
who, having been honorably discharged from the service of 
the United States, shall, within one month thereafter, re- 
enlist, shall be entitled Lo two dotiars per month in addition 
to the ordinary pay of his grade, for the first period of five 
years after the expiration of his previous enlistment, and a 
farther sume of one dollar per month for each successive’ | 
period of five years, so long as he shall remain continuously 
in the Army ; and that soldiers now inthe Army, who have 
served one or more enlistments, and been honorably dis- 
charged, shall be entitled to the benelits herein provided for | 
a second enlistment. i 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That soldiers who : 
served in the war with Mexico, and received a certificate 
of merit for distinguished services, as well those now in the 
Army as those that may hereafter entist, shall receive the 
two dollars per month to which that certificate would have 
entitled them had they remained continuously in the service. 

Sec.5. And be it further enacted, That non-cominis 
sioned officers, who, under the authority ofthe seventeenth | 
section of the actapproved March, 3, 1847, were recom- ! 
mended for promotion by brevet to the lowest, grade of | 
commissioned officer, but did not receive the benefit of 
that provision, shall be entitled, under the condition recited 


to be given to such privates as received certificates of 
merit. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States bo, and he is hereby, authorized, by 


the brevet of second lieutenant npon such meritorious non- : 
commissioned officers as may, under regulations to be es- 


four offieers of rank, specially convened for the purpose, 
nd be found qualified tor the duties of commissioned om- 


SEC. 7. And beit further enacted, That the allowance į 
to soldiers employed at work on fortifications, in surveys, | 


ten days, authorized by the act approved March 2, 1819, } 
entitled “ Anactto regulate the pay of the Army when em- 
ployed on fatigue duty,” be inereased to twenty-five cents 


forty cents per day when employed as mechanics, at all f 
stations east of the Rocky Mountains, and to thirty. five | 
cents and fifty cents per day, respectively, when the men 
are employed at stations west of those mountains. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the first section of the act granting pensions to widows ; 


rded to the widows and orphans of 
musicians, and sol- 


and militia, mustered into the service of the United States. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to a question 
of order. I understand that amendment isa reg- 
ular bill, reported by a committee other than the || 
| 
or whether it is not to regulate the Army? 

Mr. FAULKNER. ft is to regulate military 
allowances, and clearly in order. 

Mr. SMITH. But does it contain an appro- 
priation? I ask that the Bist rule may be read. 

Mr. PECKHAM. 


t 
i 
ii 


Before this matter is dis- i] 


posed of, I desire to offeran amendment to the bill 
itselt. EN ETN Ter 

The CHAIRMAN. The question of order 
must be frst disoosed of. f Do 

Mr. PECKHAM. But this is offered as an 
additional section to the bill.” [ propose to offer 
an amendment to the bill itself, which, as I un- 
derstand it; will take precedence of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia. - 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
question of order must be first disposed of.. The 


|! 8Ist rule will be read. 


The rule was read, as follows; 

«gi. No appropriation shall be reported in such general 
appropriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by.Jaw—un- 
less in continuation of appropriations for-such public works 
and objects as are already in progress, and for the, contin- 
gencies for carrying onthe several departments of the 
Government.” 

‘Mr. HOUSTON. Ï wish to call the-attention 
of the Chair to the question before the committee. 
The point of order raised by the gentleman from 
Virginia, as I understand it, is upon the ground 
that the amendment is not germane to the bill, 
this being an appropriation bill. 

Mr. TA YLOR, of Ohio, The question of order 
is not desatable. ` ` ` 

Mr. HOUSTON. Tam not debating it. Tam 
merely stating the ground upon wh ich the amend- 
mentis notin order. The second ground is, that 
there is no law for the proceedings proposed by 
the gentleman from Virginia. And, in the third 
place, because the amendment proposes to regulate 
a certain class of pensions, which it certainly is 
not in order to do as an amendment to an appro- 
priation bill. ; 

Mr. WHEELER. [cull the gentleman from 
Alabama to order. The question is not debatable. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Do! understand the Chair 
to decide the amendment to be in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides it to 
be in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.’ 
Chair has reasons for his decision. 
state them to the Honse. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I rise to a ques- 
tion of privilege. Before the question is taken 
upon the appeal, I move that the argument of the 
gentleman from Alabama be stricken out. (Laugh- 
ter. 

ie. SEWARD. Iask that the quéstion may 
be stated by the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. - The Chair has decided 
that theamendment offered by the gentleman from 
Virginia isin order. From this decision the gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Smit] takes an ap- 


1 suppose the 
I hope he will 


I appeal from the 


i peal; and the question now is, ‘* Shall the decision 


of the Chair stand asthe judgment of the com- 
mittee ?”? À 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. I demand tel- 


| Jers upon that question. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 
Alabama, and PENNINGTON, were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the decision’ of 
the Chair was overruled, the tellers having report- 
ed—ayes 56, noes 65. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I offer the following amend- 
ment: : ` 


And be it further enacted, That of the $240,600 hereby 
appropriated for the manufacture of arms at the national 


| armories, only $40,000 be expended until otherwise or- 


dered by the Secretary of War. 


Mr. HOUSTON. We have passed the para- 
graph to which this amendment has reference, and 


| there is nothing to. which it can attach properly; 


and therefore itis out of order, 

Mr. PECKHAM. This is a regulation as to 
the time the appropriation should be made, and 
therefore it is not inconsistent at this time. 

The CHAIRMAN. We have already passed 
upon the paragraph to which it relates, and the 
amendment is not in order. : 

Mr. PECKHAM. appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. It is precisely like the case of yes- 
terday, which was simply to reduce the amount. 

The question was taken on the appeal; and the 


| decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


And further, to pay such amount of arrearages as may 
be found to exist by an increase of the per diem, monthly, 


1854. 


THE 
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‘or annual conipensation, or for work by the piece, or how- 
ever it may have been oris executed, of all persons em“ 
ployed in the arsenals of the United States at Philadelphia 
and elsewhere, twenty five per cent. apon the agnount here- 
tofore paid them—comimencing with the fiscal year July 
1st, 1853; and such increase of twenty five per cent. com 
pensajion is hereby allowed to all the operatives, working- 
men, sewing- women, Jaborers, superintendents, and clerks, 
and is appropriated out of any money iu the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. k 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. Nobody can un- 
derstand it. : ` ` f 
Mr. LETCHER. [rise toa question of order, 
that the amend ment is not germane to the bill. 

Mr. FLORENCE, Why is it not germane to 
the bill? Of course it is out of order, and simply 
because it awards justice to a meritorious and in- 
dustrious class of citizens. 

Mr. LETCHER. I raise the question of order; 
and if the gentleman is disposed, let him take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, if he de- 
cides the amendment out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment out of order. Does the gentleman 
appeal ? x ` 

Mr. FLORENCE. Oh, no, sir, am not dis- 
posed to be obstreperous. Ihave had some ex- 
perience in appealing from decisions of the Chair. 
If my amendment involved the expenditure of 


$500,000, I would probably succeed in overruling | 


the Chair; asit is, I'll let it go, hoping at some 
future time to succeed in accomplishing the pur- 
‘pose [ had in view in offering it. There are hun- 
dreds of persons in the employ of the Govern- 
mentin all branches of the public service; rev- 


enue, post office, and for supplies to the Army and |! 


Navy round and about Philadelphia, who ought 
to have the compensation now paid them largely 
increased. 
time. Never mind. [ trust, ay, confidently hope, 


“There is a better day coming, 
Only wait a little longer;? —, 


I dò not appeal from your decision, Mr. Chair- 
man, 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I propose to amend 
the bill by offering as an additional section, the 
first section of Senate bill No. 119, to increase 


the pay of the officers, non-commissioned officers, | 


and rank and file of the Army. 

Mr. SKELTON, [Irise to a question of order. 
This amendment is not in order to the bill. The 
gentleman proposes to increase the pay of the 
Army. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot decide 
whether or not the amendment of the gentleman 
from Oregon is in order until it be read. The 
Clerk will report the amendment proposed. i 


Be it further enacted, Thatthe monthly pay proper of the 
several grades of the Army, hereinafter entumerated, shail 
be at the following rates: a major general, $265 ; a briga- 
dier general, $165 5 a colonel, $135; a lieutenant colonel, 
$1155 a major, $95; a captain of cavalry, $85; a captain 
of artihery and infantry, $75; a first lieutenant of cavalry, 
$65; a first lieutenant of artillery aud infantry, $57; a 
second lieutenant of cavalry, $55; a second lieutenant of 
artillery andinfantry, $47: a cadet, a sergeant-major, 
quartermaster-sergeant, principal musician, chief bugter, 
principat farrier, aud ordnance-sergeant, $235 to each first 
sergeant of a company of dragoons, mounted riflemen, artil- 
Jery, and infantry, $21; to all other sergeants of those arms, 
#185 to a corporal of dragoons and mounted riflemen, 214 ; 


to a corporal of artillery and infantry, $13; to a farrier, | 


blacksmith, saddter, and artificer of dragoons, mounted 
riflemen, and artitlery, $15; to a bugler of dragoons and 
mounted rifemen, $12; t0 a musician of artillery and in- 
fantry, $LL; toa private of dragoons and mounted rifle- 
men, Şti; and to a private of artilfery and intautry, $10.: 


. Provided, That the existing allowances shall be confined | 


to officers when,on duty, or who shali have left their posts 


by reason of wounds received in the line of their duty, and | 
that officers absent from duty uoder any other circum- j 


stances shall only be entitled to the pay proper of their re- 
spective grades. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


tion of order on that amendment. It isin many 


respects the same as one which was decided out |) 
This is out of order, because the bill 
under consideration is an appropriation bill proper, | 


of order. 


while the amendment is one to increase the pay 
and alter the organization of the Army. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 think itis in order. 
It is for contingencies to carry on one of the de- 
partments of the Government. I refer the Chair- 
man to the 8lst rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot enter- 


: and infantry, $57; a second lieutenant of cavalry, $55; a 
! second lieutenant of artillery and infan ry, $47; a cadet, 


But the present, it seems, is not the | 


Í over that part of the bill which makes the appro- 


! not in order to offer such an amendment to this 
i bill. 


| in debating the question of order. 


i tions of order too. 


I rise to a ques- |! 


decision of the Chair was overruled by the com- |i 
mittee. 2d 

Mr. TAYLOR. 1 appeal.from the decision of 
the Chair. * i $ 
- Mr. PECKHAM. On what grounds does the |: 


Chair rule that amendment out of order? ~~ ji amendment out of order, upon the er 
The CHAIRMAN. Because the substance of |provides for an-appropriation-of moni 
l ence to a matter which has already. ‘be 


it was contained in the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, which the committee decided ! 
out of order. i 

Mr. LANE. Allow me'to make an inquiry of 
the gentleman who has raised the point of order. 
{ want to make an explanation. ! 

Mr. FAULKNER. Will the gentleman from | 
Oregon permit me 

Mr. LETCHER. I object to this—we will all 
be wanting to make explanations. ; 

Mr. FAULKNER. lask the gentleman from 
Oregon to wittihold his amendment. and [ will | 
submit one for the same purpose in different terms. 

Mr. LANE. Well, 1 withdraw my amend- 
ment. ; 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
this form: = 

wind be it further enacted, That the sum of $884,220 be 
appropriated for the support of the Army, as follows: A 
major general, $265; a brigadier general, $165; a colonel, 
$135; a heutenant colonel, S115; a major, $95; a captain 
ot cavalry, $85; a captain of artillery and infantry, $75; a 
first Jieutenantof cavalry, $65; a first lieutenant of artillery 


I offer the amendment in 


$33; a sergeant major, quarterimaster-sergeant, principal 
wmasician, chief dugler, principal farrier, and ordnance ser 
geant, $23; to each first sergeant ofa company of dragoons, 
mounted riflemen, artillery, and infantry, $2]; to all other 
sergeants of those arms, $18; 10 a corporal of dragoons and | 
mounted riflemen, $14; lo a corporal of artillery and infan- if 
try, $13; to a farrier, blacksmith, saddler, and artificer of 
dragoons, mounted riflemen, and artillery, $15; t0 a bugler :| 
of dragoons and mounted riflemen, $12; to a musician of | 
artiiery and infantry, Gil; to a private of dragoons and ! 
mounted riflemen, $11; and to a private of artillery and | 
infautry, $10; Provided, That theexisting allowances shall 
be confined to officers when on duty, or who shall have 
left their posts by reason of wounds received in the line of 
their duty, aud that officers absent from duty under any 
other circumstances shall only be entitled to the pay proper 
of their respective grades. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
of order upon that amendment. 


I raise a question 
We have passed 


riation, and it is not in order now to direct how |! 
it shall be disposed of. The amendmentis also a || 
bill for the reorganization of the Army, and it is 


' dispasition of money already appropriated 


| 

Mr. TAYLOR. The gentleman is not in order, 
jl 

| 


Mr. JONES. i am only stating the question | 


t: of ord nd not debating it. j 
The Clerk reported the amendment, as follows: |! av Welt H 


Mr. TAYLOR. Well, we want to state ques- 


Mr. JONES. I say the amendment is out of | 
‘order, because it provides for a reorganization of | 
the Army. il 

| 


Mr. FAULKNER. I want the gentleman from 
Tennessee to look at the amendment, and see) 
whether it is not an appropriation, and, as such, 
strictly in order, according to the rules of the 
House. 

Mr. JONES. We have passed that portion of 
the bill which makes the appropriation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And itis not provided for 
by law, and on that ground it is out of order. 

TheCHAIRMAN. TheChairrulesthe amend- | 
ment out of order. l, 

Mr. FAULKNER. I take an appeal from that |; 
decision of the Chair. { 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the amend- i; 
ment out of order now, because, when he admitted 
it before, the committee overruled his decision. 

The question being, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then put; and there were, on |i 
a division—ayes 77, noes not counted. 

. So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. PECK offered the following amendment 
as an additional section: i 


Jind be it further enacted, That of the $250,000 hereby |! 
appropriated for the manufacture of arms at the national | 
armories, only $40,000 shall be expended until otherwise | 
ordered by the Secretary of War. 


priation, and“l sabmit that i 

back upon the:bill, * ane 
Mr. PECK.” | oferitasa 

tó the: brie.» a E 
The CHAIRMAN. : < Rhett 


tis: 


upon by the commitiee. 00T 

Mr. PECKHAM. This amendment’ 
in precise accordance with a décisidn made 
Chair yesterday, on an-amendmentofféred: 
gentleman. from Virginia, (Mr. Smirre] quali 
what the committee had before vated” 


he 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chait. rejeé 
amendment upon the ground’ that ‘it provides: for 
the disposition of money. which has Veen z 


priated in a part of the bill which has been pas: 
Mr. PECKHAM. Well, sir; T most resp 
fully take an appeal from the decision of the Chait: 
Mr. KERR. I would inquire if the amend- 
ment proposes to appropriate any money? : 
The CHAIRMAN. It provides. for the dis- 
bursement of money. BES 
Mr. PECKHAM. It merely provides fe 


Mr. HOUSTON. Yes; and if members > 
allowed to go back in this way, we shall hevét 
get through with the bill. ae yp ppn i 

The question now being, ‘Shall thedecision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of thecommittee ?” 

Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers: Sape 

Tellers were not ordered. - Pee oe 

The question was put; and, upon a‘ division, 
there were—ayes 70, noes 30; no quorum votings 

{Cries of “Call the roll.’’} ae 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


I submit'that ‘the 


‘Chair has the right to count the committee. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentlenian from Tens 
nessee is not in order; the Clerk will call the rolli: 

The roll was called. ats hp E : 

The committee then rose; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, the Chairman. reporte 
that the Committee of the Whole on ‘the stat 
the Union, had, according to order, had the. Uni 
generally under consideration, and parti 
bill of the House, (No. 95,) it being: 
appropriation bill, and having found 
out a quorum, had caused the roll. to. be calle 
and had directed him to report the facts t 
House, with the names of the absentees. A 

The names of the absentees are as followa: - 

Messrs. Abercrombie, Banks, Bennett, Bissell, ‘Bliss, 
Bocock, Brooks, Bugg, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chase, Got- 
quitt, Craige, Cumming, Cutting, Dawson, De Witt, Drum, 
Dunbar, Dunbam, Edgerton, John M. Elfiott, Eaglish, 
Etheridge, Fenton, Flagler, Fuller, Gamble, Green, Grey, 
Hamilton, Andrew J. Hartan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley 


i P. Harris, Wiester, Hillyer, Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, 
! Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Lindley, 


Lyon, McCulloch, Macdonald, Mace, May, Meacham, 
Smith Mitler, Mordecai Oliver, Phillips, Reese, Richard- 
son, Robbing, Rogers, Sage, Seymour, Simmons Samiel 
A. Smith, Alexander H. Stephens; Jobn Js Taylors Tracy, 
eee Walker, Warren, John. Wentworth, and West, 
rOOK. F » 
One hundred and seventy-three gentleman—a 
quorum—having answered to their names, :the 
committee again resumed its session, a 
TheCHAIRMAN. When thecommiteefound 
itself without a quorum, the question was on the 
appeal taken from the decision of the Chair, 
There will be a recount. : 
Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
Chair will state the question. 
The CHAIRMAN. . Thegentleman from New 
York {Mr. Peck] submitted an amendment, which, 
the Chair decided out of order. From-that decis~ 
ion the gentleman takes an appeal, and the question 
now is, ‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the committee??? Sand 
Mr. ORR. I demand tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bococr and 
Cox were appointed. i 
The question was taken; and the decision of the ` 
Chair was sustained, the tellers having reported— - 
ayes 88, noes 36. ie 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I rise to inquire 
whether an amendment, like the one I send up to 
the Clerk’s desk, isin order? If itis in order, { 
would be glad to offer it; but if it is ruled ont of 


I ask that the 


! order, I shall not take an appeal from the decision 
: of the Chair. ; 


The amendment was read, as follows: 


f 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I riseta a ques- | 
tion of order upon that amendment.. We have | 
passed the part of the bill cantaining that appro- |} 


tain the amend ment, because itis in substance the 
same as that offered by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, which was admitted by the Chair, but which 


And to a private ofthe dragoons and mounted riflemen. 
eleven dollars, and to a private of the artillery aud Infantry 
eleven dollars per month, pas 
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Mre JONES, of Tennessee. I im willing. to 


waive the question of order, and allow thatamend- 


ment:to come in. by unanimous consent. : 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I cannot. agree to 

it. Adhere to the ratés. Soe) ; 

: The CHAIRMAN. .The Chair having: been 


overruled-by. the committee with regard to what 
seemed to- him to be a reasonable construction of 


the rules, cannot entertain the amendment of the 
gentleman from Oregon; : 

s: Mt. FAULKNER.: I-have-some further 
amendments..to. offer to the bill. I am instructed 
by the Committee on Military Affairs to offer the 
following amendment: : 


+ That from and:after the passage of ‘this act, no officer of 


the Army or Navy, or. person employed as agent by adis- 


bursing officer of the Army. or Navy, shall be a party to, or |! 


directly or indirectly have an interest in, any contract or 
agreement for the supply of any article, or for the execution 
ofsany work for any braneh of the service to which such 
officer or agent belongs. And any officer of the Army or 
Navy who shail offend against the provisions of this act, 
shall, on conviction thereof before a court-martial, be cash- 
iered. 

Bec., 2. And be it further enacted, That no officer or 
agent of the United States shall pay for any article sold or 
work done contrary. to the provisions.of this act, and any 
contract or agreement made in violation thereof shall be 
null and void, and all articles delivered or work doue jn 
pursuance of any such contract or agreement, shall be for- 
feited to the use of the United States. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That amendment, 
I think, is not in order. This is a bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Army, and 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
provides for officers of the Navy. ; 

"The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the amend- 
ment out-of order. 

Mr. FAULKNER. From that decision I ap- 

eal. : : 

The question was taken on the appeal, viz: 
“Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the committee;” and it was decided 
in the aflirmative—-ayes 90, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


“Mr. FAULKNER. I offer the following as an 
independent section: 


Be it further enactel, That the provisions of the first 
section of the aèt entitled “An act making appropriations 
for the support of the Army, ending the 30th of June, 


1851,” approved September 28, 1850, granting extra pay to | 


the officers and enlisted men of the Army servingin Oregon 
and California, be extended to the officers and men com- 
posing the garrison of the post of Fort Laramie, on the 
Oregon route, during the time they oceupied said post; and 
that the amount whieh may be found due them under this 


act shall be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not || 


otherwise appropriated, 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot receive 
the amendment, for the same reasons for which 
the other similar umendments were rejected. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman of the committee 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had under consideration 
the Union generally, and particularly House bill 
(No. 95,) making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1855; and had instructed him to report the same 
back to the House, with various amendments, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr: HOUSTON. Task for the previous ques- 
tion, 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments reported 


from the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


the Union must first be disposed of. They will 
be read. 

First amendment: 

Page two, line twenty-three, strike out the following 
words: ** and horse equipments, $555,727 70,°? and insert: 


18 
t Four hundred and eighty thousand three hundred and 


fifty-nine dollars and thirty eight cents.” 
The paragraph, as amended, reads as foliows: 


For clothing for the Army, camp and garrison equipage 
$480,359 38. pennants. eee pears 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Second amendment: 
Page four, line sixty-five, after the word viz., insert the 


words “ horse equipments ;”? and in line seventy, strike out | 


the word “ thousand,” and insert the words “ and seventy- 
five thousand three hundred and sixty-eight dollars and 
thirty-two cents,” 


The paragraph, as-amended, will:read: 

` Horse equipments, the purchase of traveling forges, 
blacksmiths’ and shoeing tools, horse ang mule shoes, Iron 
į and steel for shoeing, hire of veterinary surgeons, purchase 
of medicines for horses and mules, shoeing ‘horses, of 
sounted corps and repairing dragoon and rife equipments, 
$375,368 32. Pores ADA i 


The amendment was agreed to. ` i 
Third amendment:. f 


Page six. at the end of line one hundred and twenty-two, 
add the following proviso + 

Provided, So much ofall laws heretofore passed as author- 
izes the appointment of. military. officers to superintend 
operations at the national armories be, and the same are 
: hereby, repealed; and from and after the passage of this act 
! it shall be the duty ofthe President of the United States, by 

and with the advice aud consent of the Senate, to appoint 
| acompetent and well-qualified civilian as superintendent 
at each of said armories. 


Mr. PECKHAM. [call for the yeasand nays 
upon that question, as I want to ‘see how many 
| there are in the House who will votea direct want 
of confidence in the President. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas 117, nays 47; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, 
i] Belcher, Bennett, Bliss, Bridges, Carnenter, Caruthers, 
Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Corwin, 
Cullom, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dick, Disney, 
! Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ellison, 
English, Ewing, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, 
Faller, Goode, Goodrich, Green wood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, 
Hendricks, Henn, Houston, Hughes, {ngersoll, Daniel T. 


Latham, Letcher, Lilly, Lindiey, Lindsley, Macdonald, 
MeMuliin, McNair, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Maxwell, 
Mayuli, Middteswarth, Milison, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, 
Nichols, Noble, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Shannon, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, George W. Sinyth, Sobers, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Richard H., Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 
Straub, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, 
Upbam, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Walsh, Elihu B. 
Washburne, Wells, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, 
| Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, and Zotlicoffer—Li7. 

| NAYS—Messrs, Aiken, Appleton, David J. Bailey, 
! Barksdale, Barry,.Benson, Benton, Boyce, Breckinridge, 
Bugg, Campbell, Clingman, Colquitt, Cook, Cox, Craige, 
Crocker, Curtis, Dawson, Dickinson, Dowdell, Edmands, 
I| Thomas D. Eliet, Farley, Hastings, Haven, Hill, Hunt, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Knox, MeQueen, Norton, Peck- 
|i ham, Pennington, Phillips, Preston, Riddle, David Ritchie, 
į Ruffin, Seward, Shaw, Singleton, Willtam R. Smith 
ii David Stuart, Walley, and Isracl Washburn—47. s 


i $ 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


\ Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to re- 
considernthe vote by which the amendment was 
adopted, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


-|| Fourth amendment: 


ii Inline one hundred and twenty-four strike out the word 
“nine? and insert “ five,” and strike out the word 6 two” 
| and insert © one,” so as to make the clause read : | 
For repairs and improvements aud new machinery at 
Harper’s Ferry, $35,100. ` 
The amendment was agreed to. 
‘| Fifth amendment: 


After line one hundred and twenty- eight insert : 
| For military aud geographical surveys west of the Mis- 
Sissippi river, $25,000. 


|| The amendment was agreed to. 
| Sixth amendment: 
After the one hundred and thirty-fourth line, add: 


For the purchase of Barlow’s planetarium, for the use of 
; the Military Academy at West Point, $2,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 
| Seventh amendment: 
i After line one hundred and thirty-eight, insert : 


j! 


|! For continuing the explorations and survey to ascertain 
|i the best route fora railroad to the Pacific, and for com- 
| pleting the reports of surveys already made, the sum of 
| $150,000. 

f The amendment was agreed to. 

| Eighth amendment: 

Add at the end of the bill: 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That of the appropri- 
| ation of 350,000 for continuing the topographical and hy- 
i drographieal survey- of the delta of the Mississippi, with 
| such investigation as may lead to determine the most prac 

Hi tical plan for securing it from inuudations, approved August 
i; 31, 1852; the sum of $5,000 may be applied, under the spe- 
: eial direction of the Secretary of War, to the payment of 
any expenses connected with said survey and investigation 


i 
incurred prior to the first day of July, 1852. 

| . 
{ 

i 


| 


_ The amendment was agreed to. 


Ninth amendment: 


| 

{ ! 

| Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
| ine into and aséertain the umount of expenses incurred and 


| 
i 
i War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to exam- 
H 
i 


| Jones, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, | 
| 
: 


| question. 


actually paid by the State of California, in the suppression of 
Indian hostilities: within: the said State, prior to the first of 
January, Anno Domini 1854, and that the amount of such 
expenses, when so ascertained, be paid ‘into the treasury 
of the said State: Provided, ‘Phat the sam šo paid sball 
not exceed in amount the suaitof $934.259-65; which 


amount is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the, 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Tenth amendment: : 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of War be, and he hereby is, authorized and empowered 
io cause to be sold to the highest bidder for ready money, 
in one body, on a notice of thirty days in the St. Louis pa- 
pers, the traet of land of 3767-100 acres, on which the St. 
Louis arsenal now stands, together with ‘the fixtures and 
permanent improvements thereon, and deposit. the money 
received for the same in the United States Treasury; and 
the sum of money so paid in shall be, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary; hereby is appropriated to the purpose 
of completing another arsenal on the barracks tract: Pro- 
vided, That possession of said tract shall not be given to the 
purchaser thereof until after the new arsenal shail be built, 
and the arms, munitions, machinery, and tools now in the 
said St. Louis arsenal removed thereto, for which purpose 
the period of two years is allowed from the passing of this 
act: Provided, That no sale shall be made for any sum 
less than the original cost of the lands, buildings, and per- 
manent improvements thereon, which shall be stated by 
the Secretary of War, and published at said sale, 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to ascertain 
what I deem important in connection with that 
amendment, Is it in order? ; 

The SPEAKER. Theamendment is in order, 
having been reported by the Committee .of the 
Whole. p 
` Mr. SMITH. Ijust desire to know if, when’ 
the committees have incorporated an amendment 
into the bill inconsistent with the biil itself, the 
House have not the power to reject it as out of 
order? 

The SPEAKER. 

ower, 

Mr. SMITH. Cannot the House control the 
Committee of the Whole? f ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
The gentleman from Virginia rises to 
a question of order, and submits that the amend- 
ment now pending, reported from the Committee 
of the Whole, is not in order, upon the ground: 
that it is not consistent with the bill. That may. 


The House has no such 


| have been a good reason why it should not have 


been received in committee; but. the Committee 
of the Whole must be its own judge.of its own 
rules of order. This amendment having been re- 
ported by the committee, the Chair decides that 
it is properly before the House, and must be acted 
upon by the House as an amendment. The 
Chair thinks there can be no question as to the 
rule. The Chair, therefore, overrules the ques- 
tion of order raised by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, sir, I will not appeal: 
from the decision of the Chair, but I think the 
House have the right to correct any error made 
by the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. It is not competent for the 
ELouse to correct errors that have taken place in 
committee. Jt is competent for the committee to 
judge of its own rules, and it must correct its own 
errors. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, sir, I will call for the 
yeas and nays upon the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

*Mr. PECKHAM. Is there any amount fixed 
below which the property shall not be sold? 

Mr. PRESTON. Yes, sir. ‘The amendment 
provides that the property shall not be sold below 
its prime cost, 

The question was taken on the amendment; and 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 77, nays 81; 
as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Ben- 
nett; Benson, Benton, Bliss, Boyce, Bugg, Campbell; Car- 
pemer, Caruthers, Chandler, Cook, Corwin, Cullom, 
Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Dickinson, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Ewing, Farley, Flagler, Frank- 
lin, Giddings, Goodrieh, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Haven; Hill, 
Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Knox, Lindley, McNair, Macy, Matteson, Mayall, Middle- 
swarth, Jobn G. Miller, Morgan, Nichols, Norton, Parker, 
Peck, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Preston, Ready, Reese, Da- 
vid Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Simmons, Skelton, Ge 
rit Smith, Sellers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Stratton, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Wade, Walley, Elihu 
B. Washbarne, Israel Wa 
Wheeler, Yates, and Zotlico : 3 

NAYS-—Mesears. Aiken, Willis Allen, Ashe, David J. 


Bailey, Garksdale, Barry, Bocock, Breckinridge, Bridges,. 


Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, 
Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, John G. Davis, Disney, Dowdell, 
Dunham, Eastman, Eddy; Edmandson, English, Florence, 
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Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, 
Houston, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, MeMallin, McQueen, Maurice, Max- 
well, Mitison, Morrison, Murray, Noble, Andrew Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Peckham, John Perkins, Phillips; Powell, 
Pratt, Puryear, Thomas: Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, 
Seward, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, 
Straub, David ‘Stuart, Tharston, Trout, Tweed, Upham, 
Vail, Walbridge, Walsh, and. Hendrick B. Wright—8]. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr, McMULLIN. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was rejected; and 
to lay that motion upon the table. 

Mr. PRESTON. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. PRESTON. I demand teilers, 

Tellers were ordered; and Mesars. Ropsrns and 
Preston were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the motion to re- 
consider was laid upon the table, the tellers having 
reported—ayes 82, noes 74. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

The question then being ‘Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. BRIDGES demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PRESTON demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered; and Messrs, Litty 
and WHEELER were appointed. / 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
thirty-three in the afirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; aad it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 93, nays 62; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Appleton, 
Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bliss, Breckinridge, 
Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, 
Clingman, Cook, Dawson, Dick, Disney, Dowdeil, Edger- 
ton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, English, Farley, 
Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Goodrich, 
Greenwood, Grow, Harrison, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, 
Houston, Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, J. Glancy Jones, Roland 
Jones, Kidwell, Kurtz. Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, Mac- 
donald, McDougall, McMullin, MeNair, Macy, Maxwell, 
Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, 
Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Ready, 
Reese, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, Sabin, Shower, Skelton, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Sollers, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L, Stevens, Stratton, 
David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Tweed, Upham, 
Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Walley, Tappan Wentworth, 
and Hendrick B. Wright—93. i 

NAYS—Meesrs. Navid J. Bailey, Ball, Bennett, Benson, 
Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Campbell, Caskie, Cobh, Corwin, 
Crocker, Cullom, John Ge Davis, Thomas Davis, Dent, 
Dickinson, Bastman, Edmundson, Giddings, Goode, Aaron 
Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Hill, Hughes, Daniel T., Jones, 
George W. Jones, Knox, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, McQueen, 
Matteson, Maurice, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, John Perkins, 
Pringle, Puryear, David Ritehie, Ruffin, Russell, Sapp, 

© Seward, Shaw, Simmons, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Na- 
thaniel G. Taylor, ‘Trout, Wade, Elihu B. Wasbburne, | 

Israel Washburn, Wheeler, Witte, Yates, and Zollicoffer 
62. 

So the bill was passed. 

The title of the bill was then agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to amend 
the title of the bill by adding ‘* and to provide for 
railroad surveys.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. 

‘motion. 

The SPEAKER. The title of the bill has been 
agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the title of the bill į 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And I move to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Alabama 
will wait till he gets the fluor to make his motion. 
{Laughter.] f . 

Mr. HOUSTON. Debate is not in order. 

. Mr. JONES, Yes; debate isin order; because 
the previous question does not operate on the title 
of the bill. Gentlemen should know what they 

` are making questions about, , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
proposition to amend the title is debatable, but in | 
a very limited sense. 

Mr. JONES. Certainly, sir. 


It is too late to make that ! 
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I merely wish || 


to state my object in moving to reconsider that 
vote. My object is,as 1 was cut off from making | 
a proposition to amend the title, that f may move | 
to amend that title so as to make it indicate what | 


the bill really is, to make it indicate that it isa 
bill to make appropriation: for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal. year terminating 30th June, 
1855, and to provide: for-certain railroad surveys. 

‘The reason why I voted against the- bill is, 
that as there is a -provision in it apprepriating 
_money to make surveys of railroads throughout 
the country; and holding, as I’do, that the Gov- 
ernment has no power to make internal impréve- 
ments—— $ 

[Cries of “ Order”? “ Order!” 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 
of order. ‘fhe remarks of the 
Tennessee are not in order. 

The SPEAKER. Itis not in order to debate 
the character of the bill itself, except in so far as 
the title is to be considered in that connection. 

Mr. JONES. Exactly, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The reasons why the gen- 
| tleman voted against the bill are not in order. 

Mr. JONES. Except that J] may have an 
opportunity of making the title indicate what the 
-bili is. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
latter remarks of the gentleman to go to show 
that he voted against the bill because he thought 
certain provisions improper. 

Mr. JONES. Exactly; because that appropri- 
ation for making railroad surveys is in it, and, in 
| my opinion, improperly in it. , 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee willaccept an amendment which I wish 
to offer to the title, if it is to cover everything, 
“and to pay California her expenditures for the 
Indian war.” 

Mr. JONES. 
that added. 

Mr HOUSTON. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. And on that I ask the yeas 
and nays. ; SA 

On the call for the yeas and nays, the House 
was divided, and the Speaker announced 27 voting 
in the affirmative, and 123 in the negative. 

Mr. WHEELER. [ call for tellers upon the 
j yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; and 
it was decided in the affirmative. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Assury Dicxins, its Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed a resolution of 
the following title: i 

Senate resolution (No. 29) ‘‘ for the confirma- 
tion of certain entries and locations of military 
warrants made in the State of Michigan.” 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly (at three o’clock and 


i riseto a point 
gentleman from 


I am perfectly willing to have 


eleven o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 20, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. 
TheJournal of yesterday wasread and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
; communicating, in compliance with resolutions of 
: the Senate of the 3d of March, 1853, information 
| respecting the condition of the several marine hos- 
i pitals, and the expediency of discontinuing the 
| tax upon sailors for their support, and adopting a 
substitute therefor; and also in relation to the col- 
lection and disbursement of the marine hospital 
fund, showing the amount annually appropriated 
by Congress; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

j ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented ad- 
i ditional documents in relation to the claim of. the 
| heirs of Captain Thomas Dinsmore; which were 
| referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


I 
| 
| 
| 


fifteen minutes) adjourned until to-morrow at | 


LOBE. 


On motion by Mri CHASE; 
the'several acts now in force relating to 
Office,” was recommitted “to ort 
Patents‘and the Patent Offic 

_ LAND ENTRIES, IN MICHIG a 

Mr. STUART. L wigh.to, ask:the-attentionof 
the Senate this morning .to..enable mei to introduce 
a joint resolution, the objectiof.which:is:to: correct 
a difficulty that has arisen-ont of adaw: whichwas 
passed at this session, creating a: new: land:district! 
in the State of Michigan. Prior-to the knowledge: 
of the change reaching the officers. and: persons: im: 
the neighborhood, certain. military land warrants 
were located in the offices, to which-the:tractof 
country was, previously to the passagé-of that bill; 
attached. ‘Those locations, without:some fatare 
legislation, are not valid. I propose, therefore, 
now. to ask the unanimous consent: of: the Senate 
to allow me to introduce a-joint. resolution,:pro- 
posing to confirm those purchases .of: land: in-all 
cases where the purchases are otherwise regu’ 

There being no objection, leave. was granted: to 
introduce a joint resolution “‘ for the: confirmation, 
of certain entries and locations of. militar un 
rants made in the State of Michigan;’? andzitiwas 
read a first and second. time by-its.title; and: cons 
sidered as in Committee of the Wholé..... 4 ; 

It proposes to resolve that the entries.and locas - 
tions of military land warrants made. at the ilotia; ` 
Sault Ste. Marie, and Genesee land offices: in. Mich+ 
igan, on or subsequent to the 20th of .Apriklast;: 
of land which prior to that time, was.situatedin 
those land districts, but by the law: of latter dates 
was attached to a new land district, be. confirmed, 
and that patents shall isSue for them as in other 
cases, if those entries and locations are in every 
other respect regular and valid. sie pan 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, and the question was-stated: 
to be, * Shall it be engrossed for a third reading??? 

Mr. DAWSON. 1 dislike. very much ‘to vote 
upon a proposition which I :do.:nat:comprehends 
This is presented to us, without areport, or withe 
out a particle of explanation, so jfar.aésI have 
heard.- I should be glad to-understand dts} ; 

Mr. STUART. ‘The Senator will pardon me. 
I did explain it to the Senate, but: probably: in the | 
confusion which existed at the’ time ‘the:Senator 
did not hear me. f stated that, at this séssion.of. 
Congress, a bill had been passed creating: a ‘new, 
land district in the State of Michigan, taking it 
from three original districts, and since the passage 
of that law certain purchases of land were made 
at the old districts by land warrants, These pur- 
chases are invalid by the law in consequence of 
the change of the land districts.. Thé effect’ of . 
this joint resolution is simply to.make:these pur- 


j| chases valid, provided they are in:other.respecis 


so, and to save the difficulty*of their: having beer 
entered at the old offices after the creation ofthe 
new districts. That is all. a ye 
Mr. DAWSON. That is satisfactory: = s 
The joint resolution was ordered to ‘be ‘ens 
grossed for a third reading, read a third time, and 
passed. f 


PRIVATE BILL DAY. 


On motion by Mr. BADGER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following. resolution sub- 
mitted by him on the 15th instanty 00., 

Resolved, ‘That the resolution of the 24th of January last, 
setting apart every Friday for the residue of the present 
session for the consideration of private bilis; be; and’ the 
same is hereby, rescinded. | ae 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I do not desire to in- 
terpose any objection to that resolution, but rise 
for the purpose of giving notice to the Senate that 
l shall to-morrow, during the morning hour, ask js 
the Senate to take up and consider the bill to au- 
thorize the payment of certain claims for depre- 
dations and spoliations during the hostilities’ with 
the Creek and Seminole Indians in 1836 and ‘1837. 

The resolution was agreed to. ee 


: CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. ; 
Mr: HUNTER. I move to postpone al- prior ` 
orders for the purpose of taking up. the civiland 
diplomatic appropriation bill. POU be aed 
Mr. SUMNER and Mr. WADE; Let. us:get 
through with petitions. : pes vad 
Mr. HUNTER. Lam afraid if I withdraw the 
motion we shall have some centroverted petitions 
which will lead to.a-long debate; so that. we may 
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ble to get at the bill. 


not be a 
will not press me to yield. 


I hope the Senators 


Mr: GWIN. -d do hope, Mr. President, that 
we shall now determine whether we will consider 
the homestead bill any farther during this session. 
If we are not going to. consider it any further, it 
had:-bettet be postponed until the next session. If 


we do not intend. to postpone it until-the next ses- | 


siun-we ought to go on with it this morning. 
hope that matter: will be-decided now, and for that 
purpose [| wish to: controvert the motion of the 
Senator. from Virginia, although I should not 
otherwise desire to oppose it. 1 want the friends 
of the homestead bill either to pass it now, or to 
postpone it until the next session. If we determ- 
Ine to progress with it now, of course the mo- 
tion: of the Senator from Virginia ought to be voted 
down. If we do not intend to progress with it, | 
the motion ought to be agreed to, and its adoption 
ought to be equivalent to postponing the home- 
stead bill until the next session. 

‘Mr. WALKER. l havea proposition which 
I-desire to make this morning, not only to the 
friends of -the homestead bill, but to the Senate 
generally, It is that we should take up the bill, 
that we should then postpone the further consid- 


as itis, and receive as a counter proposition, and | 
take the sense of the Senate upon either one or 
the other of the measures which stand in antago- į 
nism to it—either that proposed by the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] or that by the 
‘Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Hunrer.}] Let us 
take up the bill, and ascertain the sense of the Sen- 
ate upon one or the other of these as a counter 
proposition to it. 
= As oneof the earliest friends of the homestead 
bill in the Congress of the United States, | must 
say that, after what I have seen, I am satisfied, and 
J feel bound só to express myself, that itis not the 
gense of the Senate that the bill from the House of 
Representatives should pass. This is my convic- 
tion. If that be the sense of the Senate, it can 
easily express itself upon one of these other prop- 
ositions, I think that we should take up the bill, 
and receive one of them as a counter proposition, 
take the sense of the Senate upon it, and abide by 
the result, For one, as a friend of the homestead 
bill, Lam willing to do so. 
© Mr. GWIN. [ hope, then, that we shall pro- 
geed with the consideration of the homestead bill, 
and that the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Mason] | 
will withdraw the amendment which he offered | 
yesterday, and which led to debate, and after that, 
that. we shall have a direct vote on a substitute for 
the homestead bill,and see which has the greatest 
strength. 
Mr. CLAY. T trust that that motion may 

revail; and | pledge myself to that understand- 
ing. 1 shall withhold all the amendments which 
L intended to offer tthe bill. 
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Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I appeal to the Sena- 
tor from Virginia not to press his motion on this 
occasion, Ifbe does, I shall be compelled to vote 
against it, and it would be with regret that I 
should be compelled todo so. I know the gen- 
tleman from Virginia has a high public duty to 


but by the dispatch of the public business; butin 
this case, Í regard itas a duty to proceed with the 
consideration of the homestead bill. We have 
now reached such a point that we must come toa | 
result upon it to-day. T hope, therefore, we shall | 
proceed to the consideration of the homestead bill, | 
and either pass it or reject it. 
Mr. HUNTER. If it be the understanding | 

\ that the question shall be closed- to-day, I with- | 
draw. my motion. i 


TEXAS DEBT. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I havesaid tbat I should make 


no motion, nor vote upon a motion in any wa 
tending to embarrass the homestead bill, and I! 
ghall not do so; but 1 made that remark in connec- | 


tion with the understanding that the bill reported |; 
i 


from the Committee on Finance, in reference to 
the debt of Texas, should be disposed of. It was 
taken up yesterday morning and was debated. 
hope it will be taken up again this morning, and 
I say now, as i said yesterday, if it occupies more 
than an hour, 1 will move to postpone it until to- 
morrow. 


Mr. GWIN. [I hope that the Senate will take 


€ ) to |: and the impressions which I have entertained in 
discharge, and that he has no motive to gratify |: 


“Republic, before its annexation to the United 


i amount of the debts of Texas having a lien upon | 
i the customs revenues of Texas at thetime she was 
annexed to the United States? 


y | under no obligation to pay those debts? 


i 
i 
f 
| 


wp the homestead bill, £ think we can get through 


i respective classesat this day would, added to the 


_ orders for the purpose of taking ittup. What has 


: become of it? 


; pending. | 


|: Texas debt bill occupies over half an hour I wills 
eration of amendments in detail, let the bill rest |} 


| though I am opposed to it. 
| of the measure have a right to have it disposed of, | 


! in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
! eration of the bill t to provide for the payment of 
such creditors of the late Republic of Texas as |, 


: ation of the Committee on Finance, the following: 


| this Government was under no obligation to pay 


: come within the same category precisely—that is, 
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with. that.in an hour, and get a vote upon it. l 
do notsay this because f am.opposed tothe prop- 
osition of the Senator from Indiana. E 

Mr. BRIGHT. I do not think we can dispose 
of the homestead bill in an hour; but if the Texas 
-debt billtakes more than that time, 1 will ‘move | 
to postpone it. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Say half an hour. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I will say half an hour. I 
think we can dispose of itin that time, and if we 
do not, } shall be willing to let it. go over. 

Mr. GWIN. 1 made a motion distinctly to 
take up the homestead bill, to costpone all prior 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER 
in the chair.) The Chair did not hear that mo- | 
tion, 

Mr. WALKER. Certainly the Senator made | 
it distinctly. 

Mr. BADGER. 


ve i 
There was another motion 


Mr. GWIN. I made that distinct motion. 
Mr. BRIGHT. Ibope the honorable Senator | 
will withdraw it. I will say to him that if the | 


move to postpone it. 

Mr. GWIN. We can voteupon the homestead 
bill in half an bour. . 

Mr. BADGER. The Senator from California 
is mistaken in supposing that we can vote upon 
the homestead bill in halfan hour. Lhave already 
said, and I repeat, I shall adopt no course which | 
will lead to the laying aside of the homestead bill, 
I think the friends 


but surely the motion of the Senator from Indiana 
is very reasonable. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sep- 
tember 9, 1850;” the pending question being on 
the amendment of Mr. Brieur, to add to the first 
section of the billas amended, on the recommend- 


Provided, That the interest on the debt embraced in this f 
act shall be calculated and regulated by the existing laws 
of the State of ‘Texas. 


Mr. BELI. 1 do not propose to debate this i 


subject, nor have | considered it with any care | 
since about two years ago; but I wish to be in- 
formed with regard to certain facts, so as to be | 
assured as to the grounds upon which | propose 
to give my own vote, and I will doit pretty much 
by way of inquiry of gentlemen who are better 
acquainted than I am with the.foundation of this 
bill, as it is now presented to the Senate. 

A number of gentlemen yesterday stated that 


the Texas creditors proposed to be provided for 
by this bill, except to the extent of the $5,000,000 
which wereappropriated by the compromise act 
of 1850. 

If that were true, it would change the opinions 


regard to this subject; but I understand that there 
were, two years ago, when this question was pre- 
sented, bond-holders, creditors of Texas, who had 
a mortgage upon the customs revenues of that 


States, to the amount of $8,000,000, or there- 
abouts. If fam mistaken in this, I wish those 
honorable gentlemen whe yesterday took the po- 
sition to which | have adverted, would put me 
right. Now, how is the fact with regard to the 


And upon what į 
ground do gentiemen say that this Government is 


The amount of those debts in 1852 was what I 
have stated; but since that time I understand that 
the Attorney General of the United States has 


l: given his opinion in reference to another class- of | 


“al Texas creditors, amounting to some three or four 


millions of dollars; and he has decided that they 


that they were creditors of Texas, with a mort- i 
gage ou the whole revenues of that Republic. 
This would swell the amount to eleven or twelve | 
millions of doliars; and the interest upon these | 


| princi 
| lions, 
Mr. PEARCE. I wish.to correct the Senator. 
| He is: in error as to the amount of that class of 
| claims. There was a class of claims not included 
in the opinion of Mr. Corwin, but which Mr. 
; Cushing thinks are included in the provisions of 
| the act of 1850. These bonds do not bear. upon 
i their face any pledge of the revenue. They 
| were issued under a law passed in February, 1840. 
Early in February, 1840, the Legislature of Texas 
; had passed an act pledging their revenues for the 
| payment of the debts of the Republic. The Jate 
| Secretary of the Treasury construed that to have 
j a retrospective operation, and not to apply: to 
bonds that were issued after the date of that act. 
Mr. Cushing thinks it is prospective as well as 
| retrospective, and the amount of claims that will 
be subject, in that opinion of. Mr. Cushing, is 
|! not $3,000,000, or $4,000,000, as the Senater sup- 
| poses, but was in January, 1851, $1,600,060. 

| Mr. BELL. Adding to that the interest since 
' that time, I suppose the amount would be about 
$2,000,000. That sum, added to the $8,000,000 
ascertained in 1852, would amount to $10,000,000 
at this day, for which we may be considered, per- 
haps, liable.” Sir, honorable Senators stated yes- 
i terday, it having been agreed by compact with 
Texas, when she was annexed to the United 
; States, that Texas should pay her own debts, and 
| the public lands in her limits having been put un-- 
i der her own control for that purpose, we were 
under no obligation to pay these debts. Then, 
| they say, in 1850, under some idea that we might 
Í be held justly responsible, according to public 
| law, for that portion of her debt for the payment 
of the principal or interest of which the revenues 


pal, make between twelve and thirteen mil- 


è from customs were perpetually pledged, we agreed 


to give to her what at that time was supposed would 
be the whole amount of debt subject to this lien 
on the revenues derived from customs. But that 
was a conjectural estimate. It turns out since 
that, that there was a much larger amount than 
the $5,000,000 agreed to be appropriated by the 
compromise act of 1850, belonging to the same 
class of claimants, which would stand upon the 
same footing in regard to their equitable claim 
upon the Government of the United States. 

| Now, sir, I should like to hear from some gen- 
| tlemen on what principle it is, if we were under no 
obligation to pay the national debt of Texas con- 
tracted either in her war of independence, or for 
| the support of her Army and Navy after she was 
independent, and which had liens upon the reve- 
| nues which vested in the Government of the Uni- 
| ted States by the compact of annexation, that our 
| agreement to pay the $5,000,000 discharged us 
| from all obligation to the creditors even for those 
! $5,000,000, unless we paid that sum pro tanto, leav- 
| ing a large proportion of the creditors unpaid and 
; unsatisfied ? 

That, however, is not the material question. I 
should like to know whether, by the compact, the 
United States were discharged from their obliga- 
tion to pay these debts under public law—1I mean 
| those debts which had a lien upon the revenue 
| which was vested by compact in the Government 
| of the United States—her customs revenue? We 
| know that is the great mode, by indirect taxation, 
| of taxing the people of the country to whatever 
extent we find it expedient in this Government to 
| tax them, just as Texas didthen. Weknowthat 
the people of this country, except for their local, 
| and municipal, and State purposes, are not willing 
to submit to direct taxation. But, sir, I lay the 
principle of public law to be that wherever, either 
by agreement, by arrangement, or by conquest, a- 
province is annexed to a superior government, and 
becomes a province or dependency or integral part 
of that government, we take the country with the 
burden upon it. The fact that, according to the 
Constitution, the country so ceded retains Jocal 
sovereignty to a certain extent, and for certain pur- 
: poses, does not, I conceive, make the. least differ- 
| ence. Whatever obligations or liabilities they are 
under by a public act of theirs when they were 
an independent nation, we, the country into which 
they became merged, must assume the responsi- 
bility of the payment of those debts. 

I do not propose to go: into the argument, 
or even to state the authorities in reference to 

that point; but now, take that in connection with 
i the other proposition, that in 1852 there were 
$8,000,000 of tho: e debts having alien or mortgage 


1854. 
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‘upon those revenues at that time; and. then there 
has been the accruing interest. since 1852, up tó 
this period. Then, leaving out of view the validity 
of the decision of the Attorney General made since 
1852, there will be an amount’ of $9,000,000, 
which we are under. some. sort of obligation, in 
public law, public: honor, and honesty, to pay; 
unless the State of Texas complies with her obli- || 
gation. She has assumed to pay those debts, | 
either under the compact, or under her agreement 
to the act: of- 1850, by which we appropriated 
$5,000,000 for the purpose of paying that class of 
creditors; but. we know that Texas has refused to 
do it. 1 understand that the argument of the 
honorable Senator from Texas [Mr. Rusx] yes- 
terday, was made mainly with reference to vindi- 
cating the course, the character, and the honor of 
his State for her refusal to comply With her stip- 
ulations, I will not go into that. I dare say the 
honorable Senator is perfectly right in suppos- 
ing that this Government, in the circumstances 
in which we were placed, and from various causes, 


òf that amount of her obligations under her 
compact of annexation, that discharged: us from 
any obligation to the creditors. Surely, there is 
no ground to say that if we were under any obli- 
gation whatever, the payment of these $5,000,000 
discharged us from the obligation to pay any other 


above the $5,000,000. 

Now, sir, these are the propositions: In 1852 
there were $8,000,000 of these debts, and now 
there are $9,000,000, independently of the recent 
class of cases included. by the late’opinion of the 
Attorney General; and if you appropriate this 


| amount of money, you do not pay those claims; 


you do not even pay the principal, to say nothing 
of the premium talked of yesterday, of fourteen 
per cent. on the stocks proposed to be issued. It 


| is not a gratuity, in any sense of the word, if you 
i pay the whole amount; but this will not pay the 
| interest from this time forward, and will pot an- 
| ticipate the interest until the expiration of the four- 


teen years; but it will only pay seventy cents on 


did not comply with treaty stipulations in regard 
to freeing the territory of Texas from the depre- 
dations of certain indians. I believe the gravamen j 
of his complaint was, that we sent down the Caddo | 
Indians into the Texas territory in violation of | 
treaty; but that is neither here nor there, in regard 
to this question. 

The point which I wish to reach is, as to the 
amount we should pay; whether, we are restricted | 
to $5,000,000 and interest upon it, or not? ‘The! 
question is, whether that is the only obligation | 
we acknowledge, or choose to acknowledge; be- | 
cause, as I view this subject, it will be an assump- | 
tion entirely; for we have the power to do as we | 
please, and there is no tribunal on earth to bring us 
to account. We cannot be brought into a court 
of chancery, or any tribunal whatever, to say 
whether we are bound. We assume that we are 
bound. Some of the gentlemen who spoke yes- 
terday, as | understan , contended that we were 
bound for no greater sum than the $5,000,000 
and interest upon it. Some gentlemen, more lib- 
eral, than others, perhaps, were willing to pay 
interestup to the Ist of January next. But I say, 
here are $8,000,000, for which we are bound just 
as much as we were for the original $5,000,000, | 
unless Texas chooses to pay the amount, and | 
that at this date it reaches about $9,000,000, ' 
independently of that class of claims which the 
_ Attorney General has decided comes within the 
same principle, and which, ifincluded, would make 
the amount for which we are liable at this time, | 
$10,000,000. ; 

Now, the proposition of this bill is to appropri- 
ate $8,500,000. That will not pay all the claims 
of that class of creditors whom you are bound, I 
think, according to public law, to pay. You do | 
not propose to pay the whole amount of their 
debts, but to appropriate only these $8,500,000, 
which will pay them about seventy cents in the 
dollar of their claims, as 1 understand. . I should 
like honorable Senators, who have investigated the 
subject, to tell me how that is? | 

Mr. CHASE. The sum appropriated by the | 
bill is to be divided pro rata among all the credi- : 


tors. 

Mr. BELL. Thatis what I supposed. That, 
amount, as I undegstand, will give them about : 
seventy cents on the dollar, What sort of equity or | 
justice is there in it? You do not pay the whole 
‘amount. You choose to adopt, in part, the scale 
assumed by the State of Texas herself. Why, 
sir, that does not discharge us. We are not dis- 
charged, either by the compact or by the creditors 
from any oriiginal obligation which we came under 

. by public law when that country was annexed to 
this Union under our Constitution. We were 
not discharged in either event, but we trusted to 
the good faith of Texas to pay that debt. Wesup- 
posed there was a sufficient fund provided for the 
purpose, but we have, since that time, agreed to ap- 
propriate $5,000,000 from other considerations; but 
that does not discharge us any more than the other, 
for these creditors were not parties either to the 
compact by which Texas was ceded to the United 
States, or to the agreement made in 1850, by 
which we appropriated $5,000,000. Op 
principle, then, isit assumed, as several honorable 
Senators did yesterday, that we are under no obli 
gation to pay more than the $5,000,000? It can be | 
on no other ground but on the assumption that as | 


weagreed to pay $5,000,000, and to relieve Texas | 


‘| left to Texas the pu 


what |! 


the dollar. Suppose they do not agree to take | 
this, and release us, what then? ‘They have not : 


released us. It is now four years since this ques- 
tion has been presented to Congress, and we 
have not been released. [do not know that there 
lis one man whom I represent upon this floor 
directly interested in these claims at all, certainly 
| no agent for these claims has made application 
į to me upon the subject, except upon my own in- 
terrogatory when | yesterday met a gentleman 
in the lobby, and he gave me no details. The 
inquiry was merely accidental. I have gone into 


debate yesterday somewhat surprised me; for I 
was not informed of some particulars which were 
then produced. I did not remember that in 1852 
it was only proposed to pay seventy cents on the 
dollar in any proposition that was then made. 

Now, sir, 1 wish to have light on this subject. 
The Senator from Maryland says, the whole 
amount pa 
| lar, and that in 1852, it was $8,000,000, principal 
and interest; now if nearly amounts to $9,000,000 
upon the claims as they existed then. hy, sir, 
L have heard it said, though I cannot vouch for it, 
that $12,000,000 or $13,000,000 was the amount. 
| If Lam wrong in the statement which i have made, 
I should be glad to be corrected. ` 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not desire sir, to dis- 
cuss this question, but simply to state, in a few 
words, the legal propositions which, in my judg- 
ment, are involved in it, and which will control my 


them. The people of Texas were struggling for 
their freedom. 


payment of that money, they pledged their reve- 
nues and all their public property. By the use of 
that money they acquired their independence. 
After acquiring their independence by treaty, they 
were annexed to the United States by the agree- 
| ment of annexation. ‘The United States took 
had been previously pledged to the creditors, and 
out of which the debt should be paid. The United 
States contracted with Texas that Texas sh 
pay the debt, but the creditors never consented to 
that agreement. ` 
| Ata subsequent period the United States bought 
from Texas a portion of the land, (which, by the 
terms of the contract remained pledged for the 
debt,) for $10,000,000. 
' paid out of that money $5,000,000 to Texas, bu 
! have reserved $5,000,000 to be paid over to Texas 
when the creditors of Texas shall release this 


supposed rested on it, to pay the debts for which 
the revenues were pledged, because the revenues 


had been taken from Texas by this Government. 


Jt turns out that the $5,000,060 are insufficient. 
The United States, therefore, took away the public 
revenues which were pledged for the debt, and 
also the land which was bound for the debt, and 
paid one half the priceto Texas, and appropriated 
none of it to the creditors. In other words, they 
have taken both funds. Under these circum- 
stances the proposition is made by the creditors of 
| Texas, that in order to get something for the debt, 
which has been running so many years without 


payment, they will promise a release to the United 


creditors who existed, of the same class, over and : 


no investigation of it myself at any time; but the |; 


id will be only seventy cents on the dol-- 


vote. I shall not argue them, but simply state | 
Itbecame necessary that the State | 


should raise money. They borrowed from citizens | 
of the United States principally, and for the re- j 


from Texas the right to these revenues, which | 


blic lands alone as the fund |! 


The United States have © 


Government from the obligation, which it was i 


States on" the pay. 


dollars: F Hp ae 2 
SON: ‘The facts stated-byth 


Mr. MA 
from Louisiana ‘are very” true; but 
i him.totally in the conclusions whisk- be 
| from those facts. Now, ‘sir, I ‘appre 
; will-deny that the State of Texas‘and the St 
|| Texas alone, is competent to settle with ite 
|| tors, to determine iis own debt; > Asa = 
| to its sovereign power, the Siateof Texas alone 
is competent to dėétermine`its own debt, and in 
making an arrangement for the payment of’ that: 


f debt, or any disposition-of it, the State of Texas 
alone is competent. What has Texas done 
| has entered into.a compact with the United:S 
| by which, whether the United ‘States: were 
| were not liable in equity, they ‘eegtainly were not 
i liable at law for any portion of this debt.: "Texas 
has entered into a compact with the United States 
by which it is stipulated’that upon the paymentiof 
these reserved $5,000,000, those: creditors. who 
claim that they: have:an obligation of somé sort 
upon the’ United States, will release the: United: 
States from its compact with the Stateof ‘Texas 
Whenever the creditors, who: claim thatthe. 
ted States is under obligation to. pay themy:wilk 
release the United States, the United Statesshas' 
| engaged to Texasto pay her that5,000,000; thy 
! interest at five percent. upon it. The fond is ready: 
‘to be paid in a moment, and has‘been ready. for 
‘four years and a half. oy Re A 


What is the objection to the payment to: the: 
+ State of Texas, who alone, under.the compact, 
| could receive it? The objection ig, that. Texas: 
has not furnished from her creditors the previous: 
condition, The only obligation made in the world 
| is on the part of the United States to pay to Texas 
‘| $5,000,000, with five per cent. interest upon it 
|; whenever the condition is complied with. by the 
i release of the United States. What is the prop- 
| osition made by this bill? It is proposed that 
| lieu of paying that $5,000,000 with interes 
| shall pay $5,000,000 with the interest the 
accrued to it, which, I understand from. the Sen 
| ator from Indiana, [Mr. Bricut,] will, on. the 
. first of January next, amount to $6,500,000.2.01 
|| havea clear conviction that on the first of January’ 
|| next we are bound to pay’ $6,500,000 to Texas. 
| Weare bound to pay the principal of the-debt. 
! with the accrued interest upon it, whatever itmay: 
be; but we are asked further not only to pay that, 
but, inasmuch as we are now redeeming our: iiblio 
stock at a premium, that in paying the $5,000,000 
with interest, we shall pay the premium upon. it 
l which that stock will command in the market. "© 


She. 


i|. Mr. PEARCE. Will the Senator allow me to 
correct him? The bill does not propose to give 
any premium at all. The Senator from Indiana, 
in his argument, said that the amount of oarliability 
|: now was so much for principal and interest; and 
i, that if we now redeemed the stock at the premium 
|| which the Secretary of the ‘Treasury allows, we: 
l: should have to pay so much ‘more. © He did ‘not 
, say it was proposed to pay the premium. “We 
propose to pay the principal and interest for the 
whole time the bonds have to run. ete 
Mr. MASON. That does not make $8,500,000. 
Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir, it does. a 
Mr. MASON. Then I received false informa- 
‘i tion, because the report, which: accompanies the 
| bill, certainly makes the premium enter into ity if 
; I read it aright. What we owe is the $5,000,000 
i; with interest—the interest which has accrued up 
' to the time of payment. They ask that we shall 
| pay, not only the interest up to the time of -pay- 
ment, but that we shall pay in advance the inter- 
; est which shall haveacerued when thetime of pay- 
ment arrives. And why? For what reason? We 
| are under no obligations to the creditors of Texas, 
i none that I see or recognize; and if there were any 
the State of Texas, which is competent 
‘to determine her own debt, has agreed to receive 
+ a sum inconsolido for some acquittance to be given 
|i to the United States. - But if we pay the interest 
which will accrue up to 1864, we shall make a 
 most-extraordinary bargain so far as financial mat- 
| ters are concerned, e > karir 
(| Now, as to the creditors of the State of Texas; 
|; those who held thisscrip. I happen to know-some 
' of them, and for those whom I know, my. gym- 
{| pathies have been very strongly engaged. ` Two of 
| them are ladies whose petition b presented, asking 
|| the United States to pay the money. - E know their 
|H condition, and. that of others; but fam notat lias 


uf 


i 


‘| existing, 


GLOBE. 


July 20, 


_ erty:té consult: my. sympathies for these. people, 
when Lam dealing with a public trust; and-lcam 
dealing herewith a public trustonly. I can know 
none but the State of ‘Texas, and the contract made 
with the State of Texas. . This application-does 
not come from her, as] understand it; butit comes 
from: the creditors. cf Texas. They ask -us to in- 
terpose ourselves between Texas and her.ereditors, 
and pay the money directly to them. - : . 
«Mr. President, the bargain was a bad one when 
made-—I mean a bad one on the part of the United 
States: Iam not aware that. there existed any 
lability:to :pay-this money. 
the terms of the bargain, any liability is to be 
implied; but, be that as it may, the contract is 
made, .and we must comply with it, and that is to 
pay $5,000,000. with five per cent. interest on it, 
when Texas produces her acquittance. 

: -Mr TOUCEY. 
bility. ofthe Government to pay the debts of Texas. | 
F can never admit that the admission of a State 
into this Union, by cutting off the right to tax im- 
portations involves a liability to pay the debts of | 
that State antecedently contracted. On the con- 
trary, I hold that the compact which exists be- 
tween the United States and Texas imposes an 
obligation on Texas alone, and that we stand fairly 


clear af any claim on the part of the creditors of || 


‘Texas. But, sir, we have entered into a compact— 
and this is the point to which I beg leave to call 
the attention of the Senate—we have entered into 
a compact with the State of Texas to pay the pre- 
cise amount which is embraced in this’ bill, and 
without a new compact. we never can get rid of 
the obligation of that compact, without paying to 
Texas the sum of $8,500,000. The compact was 
to. pay $5,000,000 at the end of fourteen years, 
with interest at five per cent. per annum; and five 
percent. per annum for fourteen years amounts to 
$3,500,000, or to seventy per cent., which added | 
tothe original, amounts to $8,500,000. ‘The sum | 


proposed to be appropriated by this billis precisely |} 


the amount which we have entered into a compact 
with’ Texas to pay for the benefit of her credit- 
ors. 

Now, sir, the only question that arises is with į 
regurd to the time of payment. I agree, by the 
terms of that compact, we can delay the payment 
of the principal to the end of the fourteen years, 
and we can delay the payment of the interest, | 
except the annual interest, running through the 
fourteen. years; but when we reach the last end, || 


p ` + : | 
and satisfy the obligation, we shall have paid || 
uestion that is presented to || 
ith an overflowing Treasury, |} 


$8,500,000,. The 
my mind is this: 

with a vastly larger claim on this Government, 
shall we prefer to hold this money in the public 
Treasury, and pay its interest, instead of now 


paying it over to ‘Texas under an arrangement by |! 
which we become entirely discharged from any || 


claim of her creditors embraced in the bill? Itis | 
true, it does not pay the whole amount, but then 
they had no claim on this Government. Their 
claim was on Texas, and this payment cannot be | 
made unless with the assent of the State of Texas. 


When, therefore, the State of Texas consents to |! 


this: engagement, and receives the money, we 
have discharged our obligation, and for the pur- 
pose of getting rid of this whole claim, I am will- 
ing to advance the money now without any dis- | 
count or deduction, and that is what is proposed 
tobe done by the bill. That being the case, Ij 
hope, asit is now understood, the vote will be 
taken upon it without further debate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The time has elapsed which 
I asked should be devoted to this bill; and I am 
under a promise to move to postpone it. 

Several Seyarors. Let us take the vote.” 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
Senate to take the vote I have no objection, but 1 | 


am under a promise to let the bill go over now. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. CHASE. I desire to say a few words upon 
the subject. d 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then I move to postpone its 


i 
further consideration until to-morrow. I promised į 
i 


to do it, and I shall do it. 
The motion was agreed to, 


BILLS SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT. | 
A: message was received from the President of 


I deny that, under || 


I do not acknowledge the lia- || 


, opposed to the motion, desiring, as he did, to have | 


| would vote against the proposition to postpone. 


If it is the pleasure of the ;, 


approved and signed the following acts.and joint 
resolution; : : E 

Anaet to incorporate the Georgetown Gas -Light 
Company; - . a hone 

A joint resolution providing for the distribation 
of the works of Thomas Jefferson; . 

An act regulating the time of holding the ses- 
sions of the district and circuit courts of the Uni- 
ted States for the eastern district of Louisiana; 
and i ae 

An act for the relief of Thomas K: Glenn. 


é 
HOMESTEAD BILL. 


On motion by Mr. WALKER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
| eration of the House bill ‘to grant a homestead 
j of one hundred and sixty acres of the public lands 
| to actual settlers,” the pending question being on | 
| the amendment of Mr. Mason to add at the end | 
of the bill the following: 

Provided, That nothing contained in this act shall apply f 
to any of the public lands lying northwest of the Ohio river, | 
and which were ceded to the United States by the Com- 
| mouwealth of Virginia, pursuant to the act ofthat Common- 
| wealth, of 30th of October, 1783, accepted by Congress 
March 1, 1784; the same being by the Virginia acts and 
deed of cession aforesaid, considered as a common fund | 
for the use and benefitof such of the United States as have 
become members of the Confederation or Federal Alliance 
of said States, Virginia inclusive, according to their usnal | 
respective proportions in the general charge and expendi- | 
“ture, and to be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that | 
purpose, and forno other use or purpose whatsoever; and 
the sixth article of the Constitution of the United States, | 
providing that all “debts contracted and engagements en- | 


na 


tered into betore the adoption of this Constitution shall be 
as valid against the United States ander this Constitution, | 
as under the Confederation.” . i 
The amendment led to considerable discussion, | 
| when i 
Mr. BAYARD moved that the further consid- | 
eration of the subject be postponed until the sec- | 
ond Monday in December next. This motion also 
led to a long discussion, in which Messrs. BAYARD, | 
{Burrer, Baveer, Crayron, Gwin, STUART, 
Waxker, Brown, and others participated. i 
Mr. HAMLIN, though opposed to the bill was 


the bill disposed of at the present session. 
Mr. DOUGLAS urged the friends of the bill to | 
resist the motion and-sit the bill out. 
Mr. CLAY, though opposed to the original bill, 


The question was then taken on the motion of ! 
Mr. Bayarp, and decided in the negative, as fol- | 
lows—yeas 24, nays 30. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Mason, and decided in the negative, as fol- 
lows—yeas 17, nays 33. Í 


Mr. BROWN then moved his amendment for.! 
the original bill, the effect of which is to allow any 
person to enter a quarter gection of unappropriated | 
public lands on the following scale, viz: Lands 
offered for sale for five years might be ‘entered 
at one dollar per acre; those for ten years at 
seventy-five cents; those for fifteen years at fifty 
cents; those for twenty years at twenty-five cents; | 

and ‘those for twenty-four at twelve and a half | 
į ceuts per acre, payable in every instance at the 
; expiration of five years, or sooner, at the option | 
of the person, but in all cases patent to issue after 
payment, which was modified by Mr. Cray, and | 
t nafgptes by Mr. Brown. 

he question having been taken, it was decided 

in the negative, as follows—yeas 16, nays 32. 


Mr. BELL then moved to amend the bill by | 
adding an additional section, the effect of which 
was to grant to any free white citizen of the 
| United States who is not a freeholder, and who | 
may not desire to settle upon the same a warrant | 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, which : 
warrant shall be assignable, the assignee receiving ! 
it under the requirement to cultivate. | 
| This amendment also led to a long discussion, | 
iin which Messrs. Betz, Dawson, Dixon, Hovs- 
| TON, Rusx, Geyer, and others, participated, 
| when the question was taken, and decided in the 
i; negative—yeas 12, nays 39. : 


ii 
} 
i 
} 


i 


| 35. : 
Other amendments offered 
also voted down. 
Mr. BAYARD moved to add to the bill a sec- | 


| by Mr. BELL were 


the United States, by Siowey Wegsrer, Esq., his | 
Private Secretary, announcing that hehad this day | 


i tion, the effect of which would be, that any one | 


| 
| recting a habitable dwelling on any vacant quar- | 
| ter section of public land, and occupy the same 


|i from Virginia. 


for five years, shall be entitled.to receive a, patent 
therefor. sett 

This motion led to debate, and. it was rejected, 
by the follawing vote—yeas 19, nays 27. 

Mr. HUNTER then moved: his bill as a.sub 
stitute for the original, which embodies the grad- 
uation and preémption principles, &c.. + 

Messrs. CASS and BRIGHT advocated: the 
substitute as next best; and if they could not get 
the bill av it came from the House, they were 
willing to take Mr. Hunter’s substitute. ash 

Mr. GWIN moved to amend the substitute’ so 
that preémptions in California be put at one dollar 
per acre; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved to amend the substi- 
tute by inserting a provision giving to all persons 
engaged in the military service since the Revolu- 
tion one hundred and sixty-acres of land. 

Mr. HAMLIN modified the amendment, with 
Mr. Bropreran’s permission, so as to include all 


| who had been in any. battles; and the question 


having been taken, it was lost, the vote standing 
—yeas 24, nays 24. : 

Several attempts were made to adjourn, but 
were severally defeated on a call of the yeas and 
s. 

t was apparent that the friends of the bill were 
determined to resist all efforts to adjourn until the 
bill was disposed of, i 

Mr. BAYARD moved to strike out several sec- 
tions from the substitute, declaring that, much as 
he was opposed to the homestead bill, he would 
infinitely prefer it to the substitute of the Senator 

A long debate ensued, in which Messrs. Jones, 
of Tennessee, Dawson, BurLter, Toomss, and 
others participated. 

Mr. BAYARD then demanded the yeas and 
nays; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 4, 
nays 33. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN moved two amendments, 
both of which were agreed to; one was a reserva- 
tion of certain Indian rights, and the other to give 
present preémption rights under the bill. í 

Mr. CHASE moved an amendment, the effect 
of which was, that when the public lands in any. 
State should be reduced to thirty thousand acres, 
mey should be ceded to the States in which they 
ie. 

Mr. HUNTER opposed the amendment, and 
the question having been taken, it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 6, nays 31. . 3 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved an amendment to the 
ninth section, by striking out that portion fixing 
the price of land to actual settlers at twenty-five 
cents per acre; or if lands have been in market 
twenty years, at twelve and a half cents, and to 
insert “at the graduated price fixed by the first 
section of the bill.” i 

The question having been taken by yeas and 
nays, it was rejected—yeas 11, nays 29. 

Mr. BAYARD then moved to strike out twen: 
ty-five cents an acre and insert ‘‘one cent,” so that 
the price would be merely nominal in effect; which, 
after discussion, was decided in the negative, 

Mr. BADGER urged that the bill be reported 
to the Senate and adjourn. They had been in 
continuous session from eleven in the morning 
until eightat night. Suchprotracted sessions ina 
season so warm was prejudicial to health and 
wasting to their energies. 

Bat further amendments were proposed, and the 
debate continued. f 

Mr. BROWN submitted an amendment, the 
effect of which was to subject the alternate sec- 
tions reserved for railroad grants to the graduating 
principle. i 

On this question the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and it was decided in the negative; yeas 4, nays 
39. 

Mr. CHASE moved to strike out the word 
“ white,” believing, as he did, that’ it would give 
strength to the bill. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Cuase, and it received 8 affirmative votes to 38 
nays. 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Hunter’s 
substitute as it was amended, and it was decided. 
in the affirmative, as follows—yeas 34, nays 13. ` 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and the Senate adjourned at nine 
o’clock, p. m. 

[A perfect report of the proceedings of this day 
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could not be prepared in time for the. Gongres- 
sional Globe, but they will be. found.in the-Ap- 
pendix.] an ge E E 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
_ FRIDAY, July 21, 1854. pa 


The House metat eleven o’clock, a. m, 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. 


The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order is 

the disposition of bills on the Speaker’s table of a 
rivate character. a 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole House from the further consideration of 
the bill of the Senate (No. 257) ‘* to confirm the 
claim of Dusuan de la Croix to a lot of land 
therein described,” with a view of taking it up and 
putting’ it upon its passage. Itis a bill to confer 
the title of a town lot. I will state that this mat- 
ter has been before Congress for three years with- 
out objection to it, and we have never been able to 
reach it. 

No objection being made, the Committee of the 
Whole House was discharged from the further 
consideration of said bill; which was then ordered 
to athird reading, and was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 


On motion by Mr. BERNUISEL, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the petition and papers in the case of 
Orson Hyde, that the same may be referred to the Indian 
bureau. 


Mr. BRIDGES. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report back from the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office the petition of 
Cyrus Buckland, master machinist United States 
armory, and that the same may be referred-to the 
Committee of Claims. 

There was no objection; and the petition was 
accordingly referred. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Circumstances have 
made it necessary for me to leave the city for a 
short time. For this reason, I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to make certain reports now 
in my pgssession. 

‘There was no objection; and 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, made adverse reports 
upon the petitions in the following cases; which 
were laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed: 

The petition of the children of William Peters, 
of New York, praying for arrears of pension due 
to him for services during the revolutionary war; 
and : 
The petition of Achsa Noys, of New York, 
praying for a pension. 

WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 

Mr. MAY. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
ate bill (No. 388) ‘authorizing the extension of 
the Alexandria and Washington raiiroad into the 
District of Columbia.” 

It asks for po appropriation, and I hope there 
will be no objection to its being taken up and 

assed. ` 

The bill was read through for information. Ít 
authorizes the Alexandria and Washington Rail- 
road Company, incorporated by the Legislature of 
Virginia, to construct a railroad from Alexandria, 
in the State of Virginia, to Washington, District 
of Columbia. To extend this road from any 
point on the Virginia side of the Potomac river, 
to which said road may be constructed, at or above 
the aqueduct of the Alexandria canal into the Dis-. 
trict of Columbia, connecting with the Baltimore 
and Washington railroad depot, by the most con- 
venient and practicable route or routes, passing 
through or along such streets or avenues, except 
the Pennsylvania avenue, of Washington and 
Georgetown, as the corporate authorities thereof 
may respectively approve. 

The second section authorizes the said compa- 
ny to construct a bridge over the Potomac river, 
on or above, or west of the aqueduct of the 
Alexandria Canal Company, provided said bridge 
shall only be built on or over the piers of the 


Prayer 


aqueduct, with the consent of the Alexandria Ca- |! 


nal Company; and provided further, that, in con- 
structing saic bridge, and crossing the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal, said bridge and railroad shall be 


go constructed as not to injure or obstruct the nav- - 


|i second time yet. 


igation of, said- canal; and-that this, act. shall not 
prevent Congress from giving like: priviłeges, to 
any other railroad company or person. 

The third section provides for the establishment 
of depots in Washington and Georgetown, and 
for the laying of. tracks, with proper turnouts, &c., 
in said cities, subject to such terms, conditions, 
restrictions, and taxation, and to such rules and 


and. working of the road within said cities -as the 
corporate authorities thereof shall, from time to 
time, respectively. prescribe, so far as it may be 
within their limits: Provided, That no higher rates 
of taxation shall be imposed than is prescribed in 
the charters of said cities, and that said company 
shall keep an office in Washington or Georgetown, 


Mr. EDGERTON. If the bill gives rise to 
debate, I shall object to it. 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 have heard the bill read 
through, and I think that it ought to pass. It is 
properly guarded, and, with the gentleman’s con- 
sent, I shall call for the previous question, 

Mr. MAY. There are two or three amend- 
ments which I propose to offer, and which are 
| necessary for the perfection of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has not been read a 
It will be read a second time, 
and it will be then open for amendments. 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 withdraw the call for the pre- 


| vious question. 


The bill was then read a second time. | 
Mr. MAY moved the following amendments; 
which were severally agreed to: 


In the fourteenth line, after the words “or avenues’? 
insert except the Pennsylvauia avenue.’ 

In second section stike out the word “their” and in- 
sert a railroad. ”? 


; ment: 


Add as an additional section: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Baltimore, 
} and Ohio Railroad Company be, and itis hereby, authorized 
| to construct and extend the Washington brauch of said 
| road according to such route as may be most convenient 
through the said District, to some point on the Potomac 
river, opposite to, and near the city of Alexandria, in Vir- 
ginia, for the purpose of forming a counection with said 
river, and the lines of railroad running south, subject to the 
| provisions of its present charter; and the said company are 
f hereby authorized, to locate, construct, and operate the 
said extensions hereby authorized through such parts of 
| the city of Washington or publie reservations as the cor- 
| porate authorities thereof, or te President of the United 
| States, may consent to; and also to buiid a bridge or bridges 


above the navy-yard: Provided however, ‘That the same 
i shall not obstruct the navigation thereof, and said company 
shall have power to locate and establish a depot, and erect 


i the necessary buildings thereon, and also to erect such 


wharves. and piers into said river as may be necessary: 
Provided, The same shall not obstruct the navigation 
thereof: Provided, further, That the said Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company be subject to the same conditions 
and restrictions in extending their road tirough any part of 
the city of Washington as are prescribed for the Alexandria 
and Washington Railroad Company. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. T raise a question’ 
| of order upon that amendment. It relates to .a 
I 


|| different road and a different subject from that 


provided forin the bill. 
| TheSPEAKER. The bill came in by unani- 
| mous consent, and refers to a railroad in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. i 
|© Mr. JONES. Exactly, but not to the Balti- 
| more and Ohio railroad. 
| Mr. HAVEN. 


this bill. It simply gives the right to the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad Company to run their 
| road to the river, subject to any restrictions that 
| the corporate authorities may see fit to impose 
| fpon them. It is wise to leave this matter to 
i them, and I am willing. to leave it in their hands. 
I move the previous question. ; 

Mr. JONES. 1 submit this question to the 
Chair, whether it is in order to put one private bill 
upon another? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Itis no private bill. 
| Mr. JONES. Then it has no business here 
| to-day. 
| 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 

! nessee seems to have forgotten that the bill comes 
up by unanimous consent. — ; 

Mr. JONES. This amendment has nothing to 

| do with the Washington and Alexandria railroad. 

i It relates to an entirely different road. When 


i 
| 


| leave was first asked to take up the bill, I asked | 


| for the reading of the bill in order that I might 


regulations relative to the construction, repairs, 


Mr. MAY then offered the following amend- 


over the eastern branch of the Potomac river, alsome point | 


I desire to say that my friend | 
from Tennessee misapprehends the operation of | 


and shall have the power to sue and be sued, &c. ||’ 


| Committee of Claims certain private bills, fo 


ascertain what was init; ani 

jectionable in it, J made.no. obj 

, The. SPEAKER. Nevert 8, 

to amend the bill, and it. will be forthe Ht 

determine. whether or not the amendment. 

adopted. - A fans 
-The previous.question was then sec 

the main question ordered to be put, b 

the adoption of the amendment, 

. Mr. JONES. On that I call for the, 


nays. : 
The yeas and nays were not, ordered. 
Mr. JONES. I now move to. lay the bi 
amendment.on the table, 0. Qos 
Mr.. ROBBINS.. I call for, the yeas and. naya 
on that motion. Te 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was then taken on the motion. to 
lay the bill on the table; and. it was not agree 
The question then recurred on the adoption 
the amendment. Mae aa ante 
Mr, WHEELER. I demand tellers: 
Tellers were not ordered.) “20 0 Fe 
The question was taken; and, on a division; 
there were—ayes 80, noes 38. = Tori 
So the amendment was agreed to. j : 
_ The bill was then’ ordered’ to’ be read a third 
time, : Poasi TEA 3 
Mr: HAVEN.. I move the previous: que 
upon the passage of the bill, egi eye 
The previous question was’ seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put.: ` nie 
The bill was then read a third time. cic ia 
Mr. ROBBINS. Upon the passage of the bill 


| I demand the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered.) °F 
The question was then taken; and it was decid“ 
ed in the affirmative. G ; 
© So the bill was passed. 
The title having been read, SES a Kpa 
Mr. MAY moved to amend the same by adding: ` 
thereto the words ‘and conferring certain privi- ` 
leges on the. Baltimore and Ohio-Räilroad Cams > 
pany;’’so as to make it read cece $ ast 
Anact authorizing the extension of the Alex- 
andria and Washington railroad into the Distriet, i 
of Columbia, and conférring certain privilege i 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. - 
The amendment wag agreed'to, oOo i a 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio.: I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and: 
alo to lay the motion to reconsider upon’ the 
table, > wide hone 
The latter motion was agreed. 
* ORDER OF BUSINESS. ny 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. . I call for the regu- 
lar order of business, on RI 
Mr. EDGERTON. I appeal to the gentleman; 
from Tennessee to withdraw his.cal] forthe regu» 
lar order of business, to enable me to ask the unan~ 
imous consent of the House, to report from the: 


purpose simply of referring them. . Tes 

Mr. JONES. `I cannot withdraw the call. 
want the regular order of business. — Rat 

Mr. KERR. Have we not the right to report. 
private bills on Friday morning? ae 

The SPEAKER. Not to-day. Le 

PAYMENT OF LOAN. TO NEW MEXICO; 

The joint resolution of th&Senate No. 18, being: 
first in order on the Speaker’s table, was'taken ip ` 
and reada first and second time by its title, as fol. 
lows: a oe : isit 
A resolution authorizing the Secretary. of the 
Territory of New Mexico to adjust and pay to 
Juan C. Armijo, José L. Perea, and James L.. 
Collins, the amount by them loaned to.the Legisla- 
tive Assembly. of the Territory of New Mexico, 
under authority of a joint resolution of that body, 
approved. June 17, 1851. ie 

Mr. PHELPS. This resolution does not involve: 
an appropriation or expenditure of money, and I 
ask that the House shall putit upon its passage. at: - 
this time. I will explain the facts connected with 
it ina very few. words.: Some two or three years 
ago, the Secretary of the Territory of New Mexico: 
being absent daring a session of the Legislature,’ 
the Legislature passed a resolution authorizing:the - 
negotiation of a ‘loan for the purpose of paying the- 
expenses of the session of the Legislative Assem-. 
bly. Such a loan was negotiated and received 
from these men, and disbursed for the payment-of 
the expenses of the session, , A portion of the 

` 
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mioney cari be paid from the Treasury, but the 
money received from: those men cannot be paid 
without the authority of Congress. -Thereis a 
gufficient amount of money on hand from the ap- 
propriation for these expenses to pay the ‘whole 
amount, and all that is necessary is the recognition 
of the luan by Congress. The money ought to 
_ be refunded to these “men who have actually paid 
it out, and I hope there will be no. objection to 
having the resolution put upon its passage. 1 move 
the previous question. 
The previous question’ was. seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. i 
The joint resolution was then ordered to be 
read a third time; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 


roe SENATE BILLS. . : 
The SPEAKER laid before the House Senate 
bills; which were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, as rollows, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims: 
S. No. 443. An act for the relief of A. G. 
Penn; and 
S. No. 403. An act for the relief of Gaston T. 
Raoul. 
_PRIVATE BILLS. 


Mr. DENT. 1 would ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to report back to the 
House several Senate bills. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, I understand the 
gentleman from Georgia is not in good health, and 
Í trust that there may be no objection to his prop- 
osition: : 

There was no objection, and E 

Mr. DENT, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported back Senatebill (No. 106) “to 
authorize the payment of invalid pensions to the 
heirs of Lieutenant Robert White, and others,” 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. DENT. ‘The bill is a just one, and if 

. there be no objection, lask that it be now put on 
its passage. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does not the bill 
yous for an appropriation out of the public 

reasury for the payment of these balances of 
pension? | 

Mr. DENT. It does. | 

Mr. JONES. Then, under the rule, it must 
have its first consideration in a Committee of the 
‘Whole. . ; 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I hope theré may be 
unanimous consent to allow the bill to be now put 
on its passage. . * 

Mr. JONES. Let it go to the committee. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered the 
bill to be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. DENT, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported adversely on Senate bill No. 
360, “ for the relief of John McVey;”’ which was 
laid upon the table. 

The House, by unanimous consent, then pro- 
ceeded to consider the private bills reported on 
Friday and Saturday last from a Committee of the 
Whole House, with the recommendation that 
they do pass N 

Senate bill No. 76. “ An act to authorize Vic- 
tor Morass to relinquish certain lands and enter 
the same quantity elsewhere,” 

.The bill was read in extenso. 

The bill was’ then ordered to be read a third 
time; and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I withdraw any 
objection to reporting any private bills for the pur- 

ose of referring them to a Committee of the 
hole House. 

The SPEAKER. The House have already 


disposed of all the private bills upon the Speaker’s i 


table. 
Mr. JONES, 


I mean the private bills in the 


hands of members to be reported, but not to be ij 


put upon their passage. 
Mr. ORR. [ think we had better dispose of the | 


bills reported from a Committee of the Whole |; 


House. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I will say that it will not 
take five minutes to report the bills I have in my 
hands. ‘Chey can be referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole Elouse. 

Mr. MACE. | object. li 


| Cooper & Co.; ; 


| (No. 131) for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Ge- 
i rard,” reported without amendment, were sever- 


! Florence, Franklin, Goodrich, Greenwood, Grow, Andrew 


| Sapp, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Sollers, ; 


i Queen, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Morcisou, Murray, Orr, 


f wait until we have disposed of the bilis upon the 


|; grossed and read a third time, and being engrossed, 
i! were severally read a third time, and passed: 


; Cash and Giles U. Ellis. 


The following Senate bills reported from a Com- | 


: consent of the House, to allow me to report from 


: pose of reference only. 


mittee.of the Whole House without amendments, 
were severally ordered to be read-a third time, and 
were accordingly read the third time, and passed: 

S. No. 73. An act for thie relief of the legal rep- 
reseniatives of Joshua Kennedy, deceased; - 

S. No. 127. An aet for the relief of John Pha- 
gan; “3 

S. No. 125 
liams; 

S. No. 90. An act for the relief of Charles 


. An act for the relief of Ezra Wil 


S. No. 91. An act for the relief of James Dun- 
ning; and 

S. No: 29. An act for the relief of Joseph Mit- 
chell. : 

House bill (No. 99,) “ for the relief of Captain 
George Simpton, of Galveston,” and House bill 


ally ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and being engrossed, were accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

House bill (No. 1713) “for the relief of Mrs. 
Helen Mackay, widow of the late Colonel Æneas 
Mackay, deputy quartermaster gerieral of the 
United States Army,” came up next in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois, I demand ! 
the previous question upon the engrossment of 
that bill. | 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was sub- 
sequenny read a third time. i 

r. ORR. Thet was a bill which gave rise to 
a good deal of debate in committee, 1 was myself 
opposed to the principle of the bill. 1 think it is 
wrong, and therefore { demand the yeas and nays 
upon its passage. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered. i 

The question was then taken; and it was de- | 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 58; as fol- | 
lows: i | 

YLAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Appleton, Ashe, Bennett, 
Benson, Bliss, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chandler, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas 


Davis, Dick, Dickinson, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, 
son, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, 


J. Harlan, Harrison, Henn, Hili, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, ; 
Johnson, Kerr, Knox, Lamb, Lindsley, McCulloch, Mc- | 
Dougall, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Mayall, Mid- | 
dieswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Nichols, Noble, Olds, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Preston, Pringle, Pur- 
year, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Sabin, | 


} 
Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew 
Smart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, | 
Upham, Vail, Wade, Walley, BHihu B. Washberne, Israel | 
Washburn, Wells, T'appan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Zol- į 
lico frer—92. 2 

NAYS—Messrs. David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Barry, Belcher, Bocock, Breckinridge, Bridges, Caskie, 
Chrisman, Churchwell, Cobb, Cox, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dent, Dunham, Edgerton, Faulkner, Fuller, Giddings, ! 
Goode, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, | 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Joues, Roland Joues, Kit- 
tredge, Kurtz, Leteher, Lilly, MeMulliu, McNair, Me- 


Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, 
Shaw, Shower, Skelton, Willian: Smith, William R. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, John J. Taylor, Trout, Vansant, Witte, 
and Hendrick’ B. Wright—58. 


So the bill was passed. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hiinbis. 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and also to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. EDGERTON. 


I now ask the unanimous 
the Committee on Claims certain bills for the pur, 


Mr. McMULLIN. 1I hope the gentleman will 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. EDGERTON. _ It isnot probable that we 
shall get through with those bills to-day. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is out of order. | 

Objection was made. 

The following bills reported from the Committee 
of the Whole without amendment, were then 
taken from the Speaker’s table, ordered to be en-: 


of D. CL! 


H. R. No. 174. A bill for the relief 


H. R. No. 110. A bill authorizing the payment || 
of the balance of the property accounts between |i 


{ 
Bdimnnd- ii P 

| 

i 


I move to |} 


the United States and the State of New York, for 
military stores in the war of 1812. en f 
H. R. No. 107. A bill for the relief of Robert, 
Grignon was next in order. ~ 
An-amenidment was reported by.the Committee 
of the Whole to strike out the words “ Robert ` 
Grignon,” and insert ‘* the legal representatives 
of the Menomonee tribe of Indians.’ an 
Mr. EASTMAN. I move the following as.a 
substitute to the amendment reported by the Com- 


j| mittee of the Whole. 


Add at the end of the bill the following words: : 
Provided, That hefore the money’ shall be paid to the 
said Grignon, the consent of the said tribe of Menomonee 
Indians shall be..obtained thereto, which consent shall be 
certified to by the sub-agent of said tribe. 


The SPEAKER. The amendment is not in 
the nature of a substitute, and the question must 
be first taken upon the amendment reported by the 
Committee of the Whole. 
| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
amendment read. f 

Mr. EASTMAN. f can state the case in tess 
time than it will require to read the amendment. 
The bill proposes to pay $19,000 to Robert Grig- 
non, according to the report of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, under the treaty of 1836.. The 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Letener,] after 
an examination of the claim, found that the 
money was due; but, that there might be no chance 
of fraud, he moved that the money should be paid 
to the assigns of the said Menomonee tribe of In- 
dians. Now, sir, as itis exceedingly difficult to 
ascertain what an assignment of a tribe of Indians 
is, I propose that, instead of adopting this amend- 
ment, we shall provide, that this tribe of Indians 
shall give their assent before the money shall be 
paid. This is the amendment I have offered. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 


.Let us hear the 


|| ment reported by the Committee of the Whole; 


and it was disagreed to. ; 

The amendment offered by Mr. Eastman was 
then adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and, being. en- 
grossed, was accordingly read the third time, and 
assed. ` 
The bill of the House (No. 176) “ for the relief 
of Pamela Brown, the widow of Major General 
Jacob Brown, late of the United States Army, 
deceased,” reported with an amendment, came 
up next in order, 

Mr. KNOX. I move the previous question. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I would appeal to the 
gentleman to allow a brief explanation of the 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. KNOX. This bill was considered in 


| committee, after the reading of the report accom- 


panying it;and was reported to the House with 
amendment, by a general vote. i 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Minois 
has called the previous question, and debate is not 
in order. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I hope the previous 
question may not receiveasecond. There ought 
to be some explanation of the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment will be 


i read. ; 


The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Strike out the words: “ at the rate of thirty dollars per 
month, to commence on the first day of January, 1854, and 
te continue for ten years from that date, and then cease : 


| Provided, however, That if the said Pamela Brown shal} 


die before the expiration of said period of ten years, the 
pension hereby granted shall cease at her death.” And in 
liew thereof insert the following : 

And to pay her a pension at the rate of one half the pay 
per month to which her said busband was entitled at the 
lime of his death; said pension to commence on the first 
day of January, 1838, and to continue during ber natural 
life. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I beg the gentleman to 
withdraw his call for the previous question, in 
order that I may make a single inquiry. 

Mr. KNOX declined to withdraw the eall fer the 
previous question. ; 

Mr. FAULKNER. I must really ask the 
House to allow me some explanation of this 
amendment. 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I would like to inform the 
House 


{Cries of * Order °] 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. . 

Mr. FAULKNER. 1 call for the yeas and 
nays upon the adoption of the amendment. 


4 


"The question was taken; and it was 


1854. 


THE CONGRESSION. 


The yeas and nays were ordered: = >> t 
decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 59; as follows: 
YEAS—Meesrs. Aiken, Appleton, Belcher, Bennett, 
Benson, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Clark, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Dick, 
Dickinson, Edgerton, Thomas-D. Eliot, Everhart, Farley, 
Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Frauklin, Goodrich, Green, 
Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hill, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Danielt. Jones, J. Ghincy Jones, Knox, Lil 
ly, McCulloch, McDougall, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Mau- 
rice, Middleswarth, Johu G. Miller, Morgait, Murray, Noble, 
Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
Peckham, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, David Ritchie, 
Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Shower, Simmons, 
Gerrit Smith, William R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, John J. 
Taylor, John L. Taylor, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Wade, 
Walbridge, Walley, Bllihu B. Washburne, Esrael Wash- 
burn, Tappan Wentworth, and Yates—87. 
NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David 
J. Bailey, Bliss, Bocock, Breckinridge, Caskie, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Clingman, Cullom, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dent, 
Dunham, Edmundson, Ellison, Faulkner, Giddings, Gonde, 
Grow, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, 
Lindsiey, MeMullin, McQueen, May, Smith Miller, Mill- 
son, Morrison, Nichols, Packer, Jobn Perkins, Phelps, 
Ready, Ruffiu, Shannon, Shaw, Skelton, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Stratton, 
Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, «rout, Vansant, 
Wheeler, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—59. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MORGAN. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was adopted, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 rise to a ques- 
tion of privilege. EF present the following resolu- 
tion, which involves a question of privilege, and 
after it is read, i will only make a very few re- 
marks, 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the committee of which the Hon. Mr. 
Letcher is chairman, be instructed to communicate to this 
House any communication made to that committee reflect- 
ing upon “the representative character of T. H. Bayly, a 
member of this House, by Ben. E. Green, or others, with a 
view that the House may take such action as to them may 
seem proper, the said committee having decided that it was 


not within their jurisdiction, i 


Mr. HOUSTON, (sotto voce.) That is not a 
question of privilege. 

Mr. BAYLY. itis emphatically a question of 
privilege. f 

Mr. HOUSTON. What. I uttered was in an 
under tone, and not intended to be made public; 
but I will say that I doubt very much its being a 


„question of privilege. A committee having been 


appointed under the direction of the House, who 
have charge of this subject, it does seem to me 
that it ought to be not only permitted but required 
to finish its action, before a member of this body 
can, by a resolution of the House, bring the un- 
finished report of-that committee before the House 
for adjudication or action. l do not pretend to 
say that the gentleman is not right in bringing the 
matter to the notice of the House. 

Mr. BAYLY. My personal character is in- 
volved in it. 

Mr. LETCHER. If my colleague will give 
way a moment, I will satisfy the House about the 
matter. 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg to submit my own state- 
ment, This is a matter in which my honor is 
concerned. The special committee have declined 
to take jurisdiction of a personal imputation on 
me—an imputation on one of the oldest members 
of this House—made against my conduct while I 
was enjoying the highest favors of this House 
during two successive sessions of Congress, in one 
of which I was chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and in the other of which I 
‘was chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. I have been advised to take no notice of this 
imputation, on the ground that it obviously grows 
out of malice. - But, sir, | do not choose to do that. 
By order of the special committee, I have seen 
that document; and T mean that this House, and 
the country, shall see that communication, and I 
mean, if the House will indulge me, that a com- 
mittee of this House shall be appointed to inyesti- 
gate the charges made against me, that the siamp 
of falsehood and infamy may be placed upon the 
brow of my accuser. Ido not choose to wa t 
is only five minutes ago that I saw this document, 
and the charge contained in it shall be investigated, 
if this House will allow me justice. 


Mr. LETCHER. ‘Has the resolution been 
adopted ? erga : 
. The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
adopted as yet. : : D 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, I do not deem it ne- 


cessary to say moré at present than to confirm 


It has.not been 


|| the statement made by my colleague, that the spe- 


cial committee have disposed of this matter so far 
as they are concerned. Probably, after the reso- 
lution has’ been disposed of, I may have some- 
thing more to say in relation to it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not wish to throw 


any obstructions in the way of the desire of the 


gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] nor to 
cause any delay in this matter. But I should like 
to learn from the honorable chairman of the select 
committee the reason why that committee did not 
take jurisdiction of the matter, and report on it to 
the House? | should like an explanation to be 
given on this point, so that the House may 
thoroughly understand the matter. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mre. Speaker—— 

“The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. PHELPS oc- 
cupying the chair.) Does the gentleman from 
Ohio yield to the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Houston ?] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I prefer to yield to the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Lercuer,} as l 
bave propounded a question to him, 

Mr. HOUSTON. i was going to present to 
the consideration of the gentleman from Ohio him- 
self, (Mr. CampBeLL,] as well as to that of the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Lercuer,] that if 
we commence to draw out information from that 
committee, we may interfere with their investiga- 
tion. t donot know what the committee has been 
doing; and Í may say, in excuse for myself, that I 
do not know that any charges had been made 
against the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Barv- 
Ly. 
ie. CAMPBELL. I do not propose to draw 
anything from thatcommittee, except the reasons 
which will justify this House in yielding to the 
request of the honorable gentleman who has pre- 
sented the resolution. -If the gentleman’s honor 
has been impugned; if it has been assailed through 
this committee, | want to know why that com- 
mittee did not take jurisdiction of the matter, and 
exculpate him from the charges preferred against 
him, so as to preclude the necessity of raising 
another special committee. ` 

Mr. LETCHER. Suppose, sir, a charge were 
preferred against the gentleman from Ohio, of five 
or six years’ standing, and brought to the atten- 
tion of that committee, would he consider, under 


the resolution which organized this committee, | 
limiting it to matters before this Congress, that | 


we had the right to go back five or six years, and 


commencing there, come down to the present | 
There never would be an end to the inves- || 


time? 
tigation. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I understand, then, from 
what the gentleman says, that the committee did 
not think the resolution under which it acts was 
sufficiently general in its character to enable them 
to make an investigation of this particular matter ? 

Mr. LETCHER. Certainly. f 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I should like to 
know whether that committee is confining itself 


. simply to the investigation of charges in relation 
to Colt’s patent; for 1 understand, from the terms | 


of the resolution, and I think it was so understood 
by the House, that it was the purpose of thé 
House to give that committee full and ample 
powers to go back and make a full investigation 
of all these charges of corruption. There have 


been inuendoes and charges thrown out here, in | 


rather a loose and irresponsible way, affecting the 


character of the members of this House, involving 


| them in bribery, and in being controlled: by im- 


proper influences. [ think it is high time to put 
a stop to this system of general and incessant 
slander. 

Some members of this body are perhaps to 
blame for giving too much weight and dignity to 
vague outside rumors, and mere newspaper trash. 


I was not present at the time this committee was | 


raised, but had I been, L should have taken the 
ground that these loose inuendoes, by being in- 
dorsed to some extent by being repeated on this 
floor, had a greater tendency than anything else 
to bring odium upon Congress. Upon these idle 
rumors it was thought necessary to raise a com- 
mittee of investigation; and now that the com- 


GLOBE! 


mittee is raised; Fshould) i 
into -the investigation’ ‘of the w 
make a report, so that we may know 
is any foundation-in fact for'any of th 
circulated throughout: the ¢ountry; a 
on this floor, so as to implicate, to somè ex 
the entire body. : SE CR Ek og 
I will move the previous question upon this re 
olution, if-——— Jian Fe ; 
Mr. LETCHER, ‘(interrupting.) Ihave’ the 
floor, 1 believe. ; GAE RITE n CES 
The SPEAKER pro’ tempore. The'gentl 
from Ohio [Mr. Campseny] was ‘recognized by? 
the Chair, and was upon the floor. The gentle=' 
man from Ohio made an inquiry-of the gentleman: 
from Virginia, [Mr. Lercuer,) and, in theopitiion’ 
of the Chair, he yielded only for a ‘reply. 02+ 
Mr. CAMPBELL. | merely. intimated. my’ 
purpose: to cut off this debate, so that we might: 
proceed to business. But before J make the mo- 


‘tion, 1 will yield to the gentleman from Virginia‘a. 


moment, retaining, however, my right to the floor: 
Mr. EDGERTON. If the gentleman from: Vir= 
ginia will allow me, I wish to say tomy colleague, 
(Mr. Campsext,] that I hope before he calls for 
the previous question, he will permit’ me to: offer,’ 
an amendment to the resolution. ‘I propose’ to’ . 
amend by inserting after the name of the honora | 
able gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Batir] the 
words “or any other member of this House,” 
and to insert after the name of MÈ. ‘Green: the’ 
words “or any other person. ”” ` eri SE a 
Mr. CAMPBELL. My judgment differs fiom 
that of my colleague. Inasmuch as the honora- 
ble gentleman from Virginia {Mr. Bays ]'has felt 
that the imputation sought to be cast upon ‘his 
character is of sufficient importance to call. the 
attention of the House to it, I think it is due to 
him that his request be granted; but I have nò 
idea myself of assuming: the position here that 
there is any ground to suspect any member, until - 
something sufficiently definite ‘is charged by a re 
sponsible person. Ae ae E 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Will my ¢olleague allow: 
me to make a suggestion ? PRAES i mOi : 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Certainly. : 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I merely wish to state’ es 
the usual course of this Househas been, whenever 
a member has felt himself assailed in his official’ 
capacity, to regard him as possessing a right-to 
demand an investigation, as the gentleman from 
Virginia has now done. | therefore hope iny cole. 
league will withdraw his objection, and that the 
resolution will be adopted unanimously. ee 
Mr.CAMPBELL. I agree fully with my col- 
league in what he has said; but it seems to me 
that it is better to wait until specific charges have’ 
been made of sufficient importance to call for ins 
vestigation, and not to act upon: mere idle rumors: 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I- ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio to allow me à wordi i+: tebe 3 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I had intended to have 
moved the previous question; but-if thegentleman 
from Virginia desires to speak, I will yield to the’ 
gentleman. : : 
Mr. BAYLY. I beg tosay that I havenot the 
slightest disposition to make the slightest com- 
plaint of the course of the gentleman from Ohio, 
but I will say to him that this is no case of, mere 
newspaper charge. © ig is eet 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I do siotso understand it, 
Mr. BAYLY. If it had beena mere charge of. 
letter-writers, I-should not have felt-it due to my- 
self to have said one word. But here isa com- 
munication that has been sent to a committee of 
this House, signed by a name that ig known, at 
least in this House. The gentleman from Ohio 
may not know, until £ inform him of it, that this 
communication was made to this House substan- 
tially many years ago, and it turned out that. 
there was so little semblance of truth about it that 
the House refused to give it any attention. But,” 
sir, lam a little sensitive about the malter, T want 
to brand the thing’as it will be branded when the 
facts become. known. he A i 
“Mr. WALSH. I hope the gentleman from 
Virginia will take the thing as philosophically. as 
I did when a communication was sent by acon- 
victed thief to some blockhead down South-about 
wiles piety 
[Cries of ‘* Order!?7} ; 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from New York is notin order. -< 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the gentleman from 


n. July 21, 


p ~ <— aoe: 


Virginia will not, understand. me as making any: 
sort of complaint .about:the, course he:is: taking. 
On. the. contrary, |. think. if,a communication 
about: me, of that character, had been. sent. to a 
committee of this House by a responsible man, I 
should, have. taken the same course that. he is 
taking. I think, under the circumstances, the re- 


quest of the gentleman for:a special. committee:to ij 


investigate the matter ought to be granted, .. But, 
sir, my,objectis to-dispose.of this matter, that we 
may go on with the business of the House. | 

Mr. LETCHER.. L hope the gentleman will 
allow me to- say a word before he calls the previ- 
ous question. , : 

. Mr. CAMPBELL... Certainly. : ; 
. Mr. LETCHER. I want to say a word as to 
the action.of our committee. We decided, at the 
outset, that‘our jurisdiction, under the resolution 
of:.the House constituting the committee, should 
be limited to the present Congress and the mem- 
bers :f the present. Congress; that we had no 
power to go beyond it. And now a word. with 
regard to this communication. _ This case goes as 
far back as the Twenty-Ninth Congress, and goes 


on, to the last Congress in its charges against my | 


colleague. Under these circumstances, we ‘con-- 
ceived that.we had no right to investigate the mat- 
ter. If we were to go back .to investigate. the 
charges that might be brought before us, there 
would be no stopping; we should not be able to 
bring the investigation to a close at ail. itis our 
wish to bring our labors to a close as speedily as 
possible, and, therefore, we have. given such a 
construction to the resolution as will confine our 
investigations to the present Congress, 


Now, one word to the gentleman from Ohio over 


the way, (Mr. Epexrron,] with regard to the | 
members of the present Congress, that there may | 
be no misunderstanding as to the duties of the 


committee. I will say that, so far as members of 
the present Congress are involved, the committee 
will, in the discharge of their duty, ascertain the 
facts so far as they are able, afid report them for 
the action of the Flouse. So faras the members 
of the Housé are concerned, our action-applies to 
them, one and ail, so far as they are brought be- 
foreus. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I think that the decision 
of the committee in that respect was very proper, 
and J now apprehend their difficulty. 1 call for 
the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the. main. questiqn was ordered to be put. 

The question was taken; and. the resolution was 
adopted. j 


„Mr. BAYLY. The resolution having been 


adopted, the matter being one of privilege, and | 


being informed by my colleague that he is ready 
to produce the communication referred to in the 
resolution, I ask that it may be at once received 
and read, and the committee ordered, 

[Cries of Agreed !’’} 


The Clerk then read the communication, as |; 


follows: 
WASHINGTON, July 13, 1854. 


Hon. Jons Lercuer, Chairman of the Committee of In- 
quiry, appointed under House resolution uf the Blh July, 
1854: i 
Sir: The second clause of the resolution of the 8th in- 

stant, under which the committee of inquiry, of which 

you are chairman, was appointed, reads as tollows : 

T'o inquire whether money has been offered to members, 
or other illegal or improper means used, eitber directly or 
indirectly, to secure the passage or defeat of any bill 
through Congress.” ; 

I beg leave lo cali the attention of the committee to the 
following case, which, for sake of perspicuily, I state in 
the form of specific charges : 

Chargel. That W. W. Corcoran, banker, did offer to 
Thomas H. Bayly, chairman of the Committee of W 
and Means ofthe Phirty-First Congress, money, or the u 
of money, coupled with a proposition that said Bayly 
should unite with said Corcoran in a joiut speculation in 
United States Government securities. 


I observe that the resolution does not propose any inquiry | 


as to whether such offers of money, tf made, were ac- 
cepted. Butin making this charge, | think proper to add, 
that, in this particular case, as 1 am informed, said Bayty, 
after eonsultation with his father-in-law, Judge May, de- 
clined said Corcoran’s proposals, for the reason that Judge 
May did not think well of said proposed speculations. 
Whether or not said offer of the use of moncy was r 
peated by said Corcoran to said Bayly, in connection with 
or apart from other joint or separate speculations, E am not 
prepared to assert. 


or as a general retainer to sald Bayly, who, as chairnan 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, held a control over 
all the apprepriation bills, dir most of which said Corcoran 
was directly or indirectly interested, isa necessary and irre- 
sistible corollary from the subsequent conduct of said Bayly, 


But that.the purpose and effect of said | 
offer was ‘to secure ihe passage ofa bill through Congress,” | 


and abe facts, which. I-herewith respectfully submit, and 
hold ‘myself ready to prove, viz: cx co 

Charge 2. Thatsaid Thomas H. Bayly, as chai zman of 
the ‘Committee of Wavs:and Means, of-the Dury Pak 
Congressgand as chairman of the Committee of Foreign: 
Affairs of ihe Thirty-Seeond Congress, did “use improper, 
if not illegal, means,” to wit, willful misrepresentation and 
faizehood, involving a‘ breach of rust reposed in-him by 
| the House, and intended to deceive the House, and thereby: 
“ to secure the pussuge” of-the acts of September 26, 1850, 
and February 10, 1852, making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of the indcinuity dueto Mexico under the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, with the full knowledge and purpose 
on the part of said Bayly, that the money appropriated by 


to said Corcoran and others; and with the farther knowl- 
edge on the part of said Bayly that a large sum of money 
would be, and alarge sum, to wit, near baif a million dol- 
lars, was thereby lost .to the United States, which might 
have been saved, had the reasonable wishes of the Mexi- 
can Government, as to the mode of payment, been acceded 
to, 

Specification 1. Willful misrepresentation. In this: that 
whereas the Mexican Government, being in great want of 
money, and under the necessity of procuring advances at 
an interest of eighteen to twenty-four per cent. per annum 
from the bankers employed by the United States to pay said 
indemnify, a proposition was submitted, on belialf-of the 
Mexican Government to the United States Government, 
and especially to. the said Thomas H. Bayly, in bis official 
eharacter of chairman oft the Committee of Ways and 
Méans; and whereas, the said proposition was, that an ar- 
rangement should be made either to pay the said indemnity 
in advance of its falling due, directly to the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, in the same manner as the payments under the 
late treaty was made to General Almonte, the Mexican 
| Minister, or that dratts should be accepted ‘by the United 
States Government, so as to render the same negotiable, 
the United States Government, in either case, taking a full 
receipt and acquittance direct from the Mexican Guvern- 
ment. 

Nevertheless, the said Bayly endeavored to deceive, and 
did deceive, the House of Representatives, by inisrepre- 
senting the, natire of the said proposition, submitted as 
aforesaid, in behalfof the Mexican Government, and by 
stating that said proposition contemplated that Daff Green 
and Ben, B. Green were to be employed as the agents and 
baukers of the United States in making said payment, 
wiheu said Bayly well knew that no sneh agency was ever 
contemplated by the said proposed arrangement. 

Spuettication 2. Falsehood. In this: that said Bayly 
stated to the House of Representatives that said Ben. 9. 
Green, when acting as chargé d’affaires of the United States 
in Mexico, had received, and failed ro account for, the 
fourth and fifth installments of the indemuity due by Mex- 
1¢0 to citizens of the United States, under the convention 
of 1843, when said Bayly well knew that bis said statement 
was utery false. And when-afterwards called upon by 
another member of the House to withdraw said false charge, 
he (Bayly) said: “1 did not so charge, as the report of my 
speech will show, for this whole matter was involved in 
doubt,—[see Cong. Globe, 1 sess.. 32 Cong., page 359]— 
when said Bayly wel) knew that said matter was, not in- 
volved in any doubt, because the circumstances of these 
alleged payments had been investigated by Mr. Stidell, 
United States Minister to Mexico, whose report fully €x- 
| onerated said Ben. E. Green trom all responsibility in the 
premises, and said Bayly bad fully examined not only Mr. 
| Slide Ps said report, as published in the congressional rec- 
H Ords—{x. Doe., No. 133, Ist s 29th Cong.J—but, as 
i| he himself stated, had also examined the original doen- 
\ 


meñts on file in the state Department; and, therefore, must 

have known that his said original charge, and the assertion 

with which he accompanied bis subsequent denial of having 

made said charge, were alike false and calumuious. 
Specification 3 Willfalfatsehood. in this: that after 

quoting from the civil and diplomatic bill of the 3d March, 

il 1545, the following clause, to wit: 

Ho Bor paying the Apri and Jaly instalments of me Mexi- 

1 ean indemnities, due in 1844, the sum of $275,000: Pro 

| vided, It shail be ascertained to the satisfaction of the Ameri 

| cau Government, that said installments have been paid by 

i the Mexicau Government, to the agent appoiuted by the 

United States to recive the same, in such manner asto 

scharge all claims on the Mexicanu Government; and said 

agent to be a delinquent in remitting the money to the 

Jnited States;?’ the said Bayly, to give eolorto his said 

! false accusation of said Ben. E. Green, and thereby to se 

| cure the passage of said bills, in the form desired by said 

| Corcoran, said as follows: 

i Atter the passage of the Jaw, to which I have referred, 

| Mr. Polk, tbrough Mr. Slidell, and our consul in Mexico, 

| Mr. Black, instituted an inquiry in Mexico to ascertain, if 

j 

| 

| 

i 

i 

| 

| 

| 


possible, whether the contingency provided for had hap- 

pened He became satisfied it hud, and the money was paid, 

{Congressional Globe, second session Thirty-second Con- 

gress, page 340, } 

Whereas, said Bayly well knew that no part of the 
i money was ever paid under the aet quoted by him, and 
hat Mr. Polk ascertained by the said inquiries of Messrs 
Slidell aml Black that the said contingency had not hap- 
| pened, and, therefore, refused to make any payments under 
the act quoted by said Bayly; aud that the claimants, be- 
cause of Mr. Polks said refusal to pay under the said act, 
applied at the next session of Congress, and procured the 
insertion of the following clause in the civil and diplomatic 
bill ot August 10, 1846, to. wit: 

“For paying the principle and interest of the fourth 
and fifth instaliments of the Mexican indemnities due in 
the year 1844, the sum of $320,000: Provided, The claim- 
it ants, each for himself, shall relinquish to the United States 
|! his right to said installinents: Provided, further. That each 
of the claimants shall agree to take in payment the serip of 
astoek bearing interest at five per cent. payable in five 


f years. 
|! Respectfully submitted, BEN. B. GREEN.” 
j P. S. E submit herewith a copy of a report from the 


Comptroller, which fully proves the charge of falsehood as 


said .acts..would-be, and the same was subsequently paid 


set forth in specification. third.-- Most of the other proofs 
| which I -wish.to submit are of record, and easily produced. 
But the ` sses. whom it will be necessary to call, are 
intimate friends of said Bayly, and will pe very reluctant 
to-state any facte to. his prejudice.: Nevertheless, fubly 
aware of the disadvantage of my position, I confidently be- 


lieve that, if your committee will give..me.a. fair chance,.£ 


can prove all.and more than I have charged. -> wey 
By ead BEN. E. GRE 

Mr. WALSH. Is that. Green, the refor 
gambler? a ; Pe gate Spe 

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. There isañ ins 
dorsement on this communication, made, as Lun- 
derstand, by the chairman of the select “Commit- 
tee. Shali it be read? ` 

Mr. LETCHER. That is an indorsement 
made by the committee; stating their reasons for 
not investigatiog the matter. i 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is also a 
letter from Mr. Whittlesey accompanying the doc- 
uments. ` i 

Mr. BAYLY. They have nothing to do with 
the case. >. i 

The SPEAKER pro- tempore: The House only 
directed the chairman of the special committee to 
report the communication of Ben. E. Green, which 
has been read. The other documents accompany- 
ing it are not noticed by the resolution. 

Mr. BAYLY. It is not, Mr. Speaker, on my 
own account, as God knows, that I take this 
course; but it is on account of this House, of 
which I am one of the oldest members, and whose 
confidence I have, to a large extent enjoyed, ‘as 
the positions which I have occupied in this body 
show. Itis on that account alone, that F ask this 
House to order a committee to look into. this mat- 
ter; and I ask the Speaker that no personal friend 
of mine be put upon that committee. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. What number 
of members does the gentleman propose that the 
committee shall consist of? : 

Mr. BAYLY. I presume, seven. 

Mr. WALSH. I hope the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Barty] will withdraw his resolu- 
tion. It is giving entirely too much importance 
to the charges of some miserable vagabond. Who 
is this Green? 

. Mr. DISNEY. I desire to say a word or two" 
in relation to this matter, At the time the bill 
was pending before the House providing for the 
payment of the indemnity to the Republic of Mex- 
ico, 1 was induced to oppose the propositions of 
the then chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, (Mr. Bayty.] This course | was induced 
to take by allegations made in reference to the then: 
Secretary of State; allegations made by the very’ 
same parties who have filed these charges against 
the gentleman from Virginia. l was at that time 
indiscreet enough to rely so far on the truth of 
these allegations, as to commit myself, to a partial 
extent, before the House. But the result was 


r; 


trthis, that these parties never could and never did 


furnish me with the first fact to substantiate the” 
allegations made, and which I was instanced to 
reproduce to some extent before this House. Ex- 
perience, then, has taught me the folly of relying 
upon any statement of the gentleman who make 
these charges. I object therefore to raising any 
committee, because [ know that euch willbe the 
end of it; that it will all end in smoke. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore.. Does the Chair 


| understand the gentleman from Virginia to move 


that this matter be referred to a committee of 
seven, with power to send for persons and pa- 
pers: i 

Mr. BAYLY. Thatis my motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | desire to make a suggestion 
to the House, which I hope will meet its appro- 
bation, and which I think will answer all the pur- 
poses of the appointment of a committee. My 
suggestion is, whether we cannot express the 
opinion of the Fouse upon the charges contained 
in that paper by a motion to lay the whole pro- 
ceedings upon the table, and thus give it a more 
emphatic reprobation than if it were referred to a 
committee. f 

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. I move the 
previous question. Pe! 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
mainiquestion was ordered to be put; and being 
put, Mr. Bayiy’s motion was agreed to. 


PAMELA BROWN, 


The question then recurred upon. ordering. 
House bill (No. 176) *‘for the relief of Pamela 


Brown,” to be engrossed and read a third time; 
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and being put,the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and-being engrossed, it was 
accordinely/read the third time. 2 oe 
Mr. HENDRICKS. [move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be read a 
third tinge. ; cama ie ant 
_° Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. «I wish to inquire 
of the Chair whether the previous question does 
"ot still operate, and whether the gentleman’ from 
Indiafia has now the right to make his‘motion, 
andigebate it ` e : i. 

The SPEAKER: pro tempore. The previous 
question is exhausted. + 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I feel that it ismy duty 
to call the attention of this House fona few min- 
utes—perhaps not to exceed five minutes—to this 
bill. As the chairman of thecommittee to which 
this bill was referred, it became my duty to in- 
vestigate it. The committee did invesugate it, 
and reported upon it. But when it came back to į 
the Flouse, there was a bill from the Senate upon 
the sume case, containing precisely the provisions | 
which are contained in the amendment which has 
been reported from a Committee of the Whole 
House. When that. bill came up in the House it 
was laid upon the table. 

1 was not Inthe Hall on Friday last when this 
bill was considered in Committee of the Whole, | 
and when this amendment, to which I object, was | 
adopted. I tried to get the fioor this morning be- 
fore the question was upon the amendment, but 
having failed, and the amendment having been 
dopted, I now feel it to be my duty to explain its 

, effect. 

Mrs. Brown applied at the Pension Office for | 
the pension to which she claimed she was entitled | 
under the general law of 1802. That application į 
was rejected because she could not prove her claim. | 
She ‘could not establish the fact that her husband 
died of the wounds received in the war of 1812, 
and her application was, for that reason, rejected, 
and she came here and asked for special relief at 
the hands of Congress, And why? Becauseshe 
could not establish her case according to the tech- 
nical rules adopted at the Pension Office. She 
comes here and undertakes to establish substan- 
tially before Congress what she could not estab- 
lish technically before the Department, and asks 
Congress to grant her relief. 

And what would she have received, if she had 
succeeded in establishing her claim to a pension 
under the law of 1802? She would havereceived || 
$100 per month for five years. And if she had | 
established her-right to a pension under the law | 
of 1836, she would have received a pefsion of ji 

thirty dollars a month for five years. Thatis the | 
Jaw now in force, and under that law she could ! 
not have received more than the amount I have | 
named. ‘These were the facts under which the il 
case came before us, and | ask the House.if it was | 
the duty of the committee to have reported more || 
as special relief than she would have received i! 
under the general law, if she had been able to es- |! 
tablish her claim technically at the Pension Office? |) 
The committee with which I am connected have 
adopted as their rule, that where special relief is |; 
granted, that special relief shall be made to corres- | 
pond as nearly as possible to the general law. | 
General laws were established on mature and de- |; 


` 


t 
i 


i 
i 
l 


liberate consideration to cover a class of cases. | 
The committee have adopted as a rule that they | 


footing than those which can. Why not give 
Mrs. Brown the same relief which she would have 
obtained had she proved her case in the Pension 
Office? I know of no reason. The bill, as 
amended, gives her a pension equal to the half || 
pay of her husband as Major General from 1838 | 
up to this time, and to continue during her natural | 
life. Ido not know what it will amount to, nor f 
can we exactly tell until it is submitted -to the | 
Attorney General for his consideration. If it be j; 
the pay proper, then she would receive $100 per 
month since 1838. If it be the general receipts of 
Major General, then she would receive $200 per 
month since 1838. I will now yield to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, who desires to make a few 
remarks. : 

Mr. FAULKNER. I thank my friend from 
Indiana (Me. Hxznpricxs] for the privilege of 
making one or two remarks on this bill, When 


[i 
| 


1 
i 
1 
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| 


| first article which [ever wrote for a newspaper. 


it was first anounced this morning, I sought to 
obtain the floor, and to call attention to its pro- | 


visions; but I was arrested by a stern ‘and voci | 
erous demand, for the previous question. I have 
hot risen ‘to question Mrs. Brown’s ‘claim fora 
pension. Far from it.” No member of this body 
would more promptly solace her declining days 
by some unmistakable evidence of the gratitude 
of her country than I would. “I-well remember, . 
when but'a meré youth, the delight which I de- 
rived from a motion made by Getieral Harrison, 
then a member of the Senate, to confer on ‘her. a 
pension. - I gave expression to my feelings in the 


fam therefore not opposed to giving her a liberal 
pension; but I am opposed to this ‘bill as it now | 
stands, because, instead of a pension, it bestows 
an enormous fortune upon that lady. I was in 
the House when the amendment was offered, a 
week ago. Itattracted but little attention at the 
time, owing to the difficulty of learning precisely | 
what its character was. It certainly attracted 
very little of my attention. Observing it the next 
day in the Daily Globe, I made a calculation ‘of 
the amount bestowed by the amendment. I saw 
that the words ‘ proper pay’’ of a Major Genefal 
was not used, but such monthly pay as ber hus- 
band was entitled to at his death. f found that if 
restricted in its construction to proper pay, it was 
giving her in hand $19,000, and $1,200 per annum 
—if it received a more liberal construction, such 
as the language of the amendment would justify, 
it was giving her from $38,000 to $56,000, accord- 
ing to the position which General Brown might 
have been occupying at his death, and from $2,500 
to $3,500 per annum for the balance of her fife, 
according to the same rule. 

I made out a statement of my view of this law, 
and forwarded it to the Commissioner of Pensions, 
with the request that he would advise.me of the 
construction which he would place on this amend- 
ment if it became a law, and what amount he 
would feel required to pay under its terms, Sev- 
eral days have elapsed since [ addresed that letter 
to Judge Waldo, and although I requested an im- 
mediate answer, | have not, up to this hour, heard 
a word from him. F have, within the last half 
hour, sent a page to the Pension Office to hasten 
hia reply. The messenger has not yet returned. 
Now, str, it is certain, under this law, if passed, 
we shall vote to Mrs. Brown at least $19,000 in 
hand, and perhaps $56,000. If we are disposed 
to violate the whole object and spirit of the pen- 
sion system, and to substitute enormous fortunes 
for pensions, let us.at least do it understandingly. 
That is all I ask. Do not let us vote itin the dark, 
and protect ourselves behind the plea that we were 
entrapped by the phraseology of the law, and did 
not know what we were doing. This House 
shall have no such pretext for its action upon this | 
occasion. The language of the amendment is 
very intelligible to the few who comprehen@ the 
mode in which the pay of an officer of the Army | 
is calculated. It bestows an enormous sum—far | 
beyond what any one would’ for a moment con: 
template as a proper pension provision—and far i 
beyond What the country would tolerate if they | 

| 


are made acquainted with it. F repeat, sir, I am 
for a just and liberal pension, but Í am against 
the bestowal of fortunes, the lion’s share of which, 
in all probability, is to go to some scheming and 
voracious agent. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. With the permission 
of the gentleman from Indiana, I will make a word 
of reply to the gentleman from Virginia. The 
gentleman said that when this mattter was under 
consideration, a few days ago, it elicited very little 
attention. It attracted great attention. The re- 
port of the Committee on Invalid Rensions was 
read by the Clerk at the request of members. Re- 
ports have been made for the’ Jast thirteen years, 
in favor of giving this poor widow of seventy-nine 
years of age a pension. The report Was read, and 
the committee, in voting, fully understood the 
case. i 


VY 


: Mr. HENDRICKS: The amount te which M 


le pay of the deceased would. 
Why this distinction and this’ uncertaint 
gislating for. this lady. She is tò be given, i 
| $20,000, atthe lowest rate, and $1,200 a year ; 
| long as shie lives: ` The gentleman from Ohio [M 
TayLor] just stated that Mrs. Brown was seventy- 
nine years of age. EA aie sone 
Mr. TAYLOR. I understood she was seventy- 
nine, but a friend near me says sixty-nine, J 
hope she may live twenty years more.) 
Mr. HENDRICKS. The gentleman from Ohio 
is mistaken in. her age. ‘Lhe committee, at the 
time the. bill was. reported, understood, from the- 
evidence before them, that she was seventy-nine 
ears of age. That is my. understanding now, 
do not care whether she is sixty-nine or seventy 
nine. If the object is to give her $20,000, I say 
it ia not intended forher,but others, The.$1,200 
a year. will be for her, and it will be as Jarge, if 
not the largest, pension. ever given-—$100. per 
month. The gratuity of $20,000 is for others: 
The object of the pension laws in this country. 
is not, as in England, to create large; èstates. in: 
favor of particular families; but it is.to.provide’ 
reasonably and properly for those who have served 
the country. Our general laws express the opin- 
ion of Congress from time to time as to the proper 
provision to be made. We are giving to the sol- 
| diers who served with General Brown, and fought 
as well as he, eight dollars per. month, and to the 
widows of soldiers who have died six dollars a ` 
month for five years. There is no influence 
brought into this House, or the other end of the 
Capitol, to get anything. more in these cases; but 
Mrs. Brown, and her family, must be more, mag+ 
nificently provided for. than any family that has 
ever yet been provided for by the Government.. +L 
do. not call into question the, bravery, gallantry, - 
and distinguished services of General Brown. 1 
admit all that is claimed for them. The report E 
made to this House admits them to the full extent,’ 
and no gentleman will go further: than. Iwill in‘an 
appreciation of these services; but I am in, favor 
of general legislation; and if we have-general laws 
for the relief of the soldiers of the country.and 
their widows, we should not go beyond them, and 
make special laws. ae 
Mr. GIDDINGS, Will the gentleman. from 
Indiana permit mea moment, to make an obser- 
vation? ge ou 
Mr. HENDRICKS. Certainly. + 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I wish tò makean expla- 
nation on behalf of my colleague. This case has 
been long pending in this body; and the report. to 
which my colleague has’ alluded has been: often 
before this body. Iam of opinion that fifteen years 
since, a very distinguished member ‘of this House 
from Massachusetts—Mr. John Reid—made the 
very disclosures in relation to this case that have 
been made now by the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Henpricks,] and the gentleman from Vir- 
i ginia, [Mr. FauLKner.] He then instanced how 
we act without proper information, and showed 
how we have totally dissipated the $5,000,000— 
the naval pension fund. {Laughter.] -As*often 
i as this case has been pending it has been rejected. 
| Mr. HENDRICKS: The widow of General 
' Brown would have had a pension long ago, had she 
| been satisfied with that providet for by that law 
/ which governs in all such cases, when applica- 
tion was made to the pension office. But that was 
not sufficient. A fortune was-asked to be given 
to her, That is the reason why reports have been 
made from year to year, and yet no pension given. 
That is the reason why I oppose this proposition 
now. I feelit to be my duty to oppose it; and L 


Mr. FAULKNER. I will ask the gentleman | 
from Ohio, if the bill will not, by one constraction 
of it, place 50,000 in the hands of this lady ? 

Mr. TAYLOR. I understand this: that favor- 
able reportsshave been mede in this case from | 
1838 to this time, recommending that she might | 
receive half the pay proper for her deceased hus- | 
band, one of the most gallant men ever known in | 
the American service. [i has been withbeld from ! 
that time to this, about $100 a month, which Iam 
willing she should now regeive. 


should beglad if I felt it my duty to go in favor of 
the bill. {was in favor of a bill to give a persion 
to Mrs. Brown. Tam now in favor of abill which 
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Brown, That is the policy of the pension laws 
of ihis countrys. —. ; : : 

“I am not willing to go any further. There has 
been a-singular course pursued here this morning 
in reference to this bill, The gentleman: who 
¢alled the previous question on the bill knew very 
well that | felt an interest in it. Phad myself re- 
ported.a bill to the House for her relief. 1 had 
opposed a bill of ‘the Senate on the. same-subject; 
and when the facts were fairly and fully explained 


against the bill of the Senate, and ordered it to be 
laid on the table, where it lies still. This morning, 
when I wished fully to explain the nature of the 
bill, the extent of it, the amount of money to be 
given under it to this aged female, the gentleman 
from Ulinois (Mr. Knox] refused to allow me the 
opportunity of doing so, although I had charge of 
the bill, and am, to some extent, responsible for 
the legislation of this House in regard to it. Why 
‘was this?’ Because the gentleman must have felt 
convinced that the same statement of facts which 
had laid the bill on the table before, would have 
killed his ‘amendment. It was in vain that I told 
him L wanted to address the House, and that it was 
proper l should be heard. The gentleman refused 
to allow me to be heard. 

Lam against the bill now. I hope it may be 
defeated. We cannot go back and strike out the 
amendment. We are past that point. I hope to 
see a proper bill passed for the relief of Mrs. 
Brown but I hope this bill, as amended, will be 
ost. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I am opposed to the 
amendment of the gentleman from illinois, (Mr. 
Knox,] | voted for the bill before; and now | say 
to the gentleman from Hlinois, that if he is willing 


to take such a pension for Mrs. Brown as she || 


would be entitled to under the general pension 
laws, I am ready and willing;and anxious to vote 
to give ittoher. But if. the gentleman insists on 
having more than that, I will vote in favor of lay- 
ing the bill on the table, and will submit to the 
House a motion to lay it on the table, unless the 
gentleman from Ilinois, will express his determi- 
nation to ask only the same sort of justice for | 
Mrs. Brown as the general Jaw provides for the 
widows of other major generals. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I am willing that Mrs. 
Brown shall receive a pension,under a general law. 
J am willing to remove her from under the technical 
rules required to be conformed to, at the pension 
office,and allow the loose proof which she has pre- 
sented to govern the case. Iam willing that she 
ahe should receivea pension under the law of 1802, 
which will give her $1,200 for five years; or under 
the laws of 1836 and 1852, which would give her 
thirty dollars a month for ten years. Iam will- 


ing that she should have relief under either of || 


those laws, but I am opposed to giving a gratuity 
of $20,000 to any person. That is the reason 


i| of other officers? 


to.the House, two months ago, the House decided |i 


| my wife and children? I have not fifty dollars in 
| the world, ?: -. fe ft 

Now, you have granted to that Widow, and the 
orphan children, not one of whom areable to- help 
| themselves, half pay proper for five years;: and 
Í that pay you have extended for five years longer, 
| and that will be the end of it. Now, why is there 
l'a disposition, on the part of this House, to dis- 
| criminate between Mrs. Brown and the widows 
Let there be no discrimination. 
I say, farther, that if this bill passes, the mo- 
| ment it receives the signature of the President, 
| Mrs. Brown will draw from the Treasury of the 
i United States $56,000, and there is no accounting 
officer of the Treasury Department who will re- 
fuse it, ~ 

Now, do you want to make such a gratuity to 
Fanyboity? f see no objection whatever to giving 
| Mrs. Brown the $100 per month, to which she 
would be entitled under the law of 1802, or the 
| thirty dollars per month to which she would be | 
entitied under the law of 1836. [ think myself 
that fifty dollars per month, whicli some one has 
proposed, would be a reasonable compensation, 
She ought to have a reasonable compensation. 
but this House ought not to discriminate between 
Mrs. Brown and others. ; 

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Henpnicxs] 
has well said that there are several pension laws, 
under which this could have been allowed. Under 
the law of 1802 she would have been entitled to 
$100 per month or, more exactly, to $102 per month | 
as half pay, for the full pay proper was $204. 
Under the law of 1836, she would have,been enti- 
tled to thirty dollars per month.. Now, as Major 
General Brown died of the wounds received in 
the service of his country, under the circum- 
stances, it would be fair, perhaps, to grant his 
widow a pension for ten years. 

Lask the attention of the House to the reading 
of the amendment. I say itis fair to place Mrs. 
| Brown upon the same footing precisely that other 
widows are placed upon. It is not fair that a dis- 
crimination should be made between this and 
other similar cases because she happened to be 
the fortunate wife ofa brave general. I have known 
many brave soldiers fall, and their widows re- 
ceived only four dollars per month. But Jet her 
have. all that his position would entitle her to, 
and that is enough. 

Why, sir, but a day or two ago, the House re- 
fused to consider a bill increasing the pay of the 
poor soldier, who now receives only eight dollars 
per month, while you now propose to give this 
widow lady enough to pay a whole regiment of 
them. You nominally give them eight dollars a 
| month; and, after deducting the charges which are 
| made, they really do not ‘receive more than four 
dollars per month. Sir, they are brave men; they | 


i 
t 


bare their breasts to the foe as gallantly as any | 
i men who ever lived. And why this discrimination ? 


why I am opposed to the bill as amended, 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon (interrupting,) I desire į 
to say afew words upon this case, if the gentle- 


Mr. HENDRICKS. Certainly. 

Mr. LANE. I could not be induced to say a 
word upon this matter, if I did not feel it a duty 
which I owe to the House and the country. . I 
think no gentleman in the House will say that I 
am nota friend to the soldier, and that I do not 
Jove and appreciate the character of the brave. 
To no man in this House will I yield my respect | 


for the memory of General Brown, and in this |} 


case Í desire to see justice done to his family and 


l! Why legislate money into the pockets of any one, | 


i for others, and not for Mrs. Brown. 
man from Indiana will allow me. H 


It is 
It is to 
make a fortune for somebody. I hope this species 
| of favoritism will not be countenanced by the | 
| Elouse. ; 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I donot think it is ne- 


| 

| when it is not necessary for their support? 

| 

| 

{ 

| 

| cessary to say anything more than I have already 
| 

| 

| 


said in referenceto this bill. l havealready made 
all the explanation that I desireto make. The 
friends of the bill had explained it this morning 
as fully as they desired, and I do not, therefore, 
see any further necessity for debate. I withdraw 
: the motion which I made to reconsider, and move | 


widow, and 1 want to see her stand upon the 
same footing precisely with the widows of other 


i 

officers, and gallant men who have fallen in the | 

defense of their conntry. : |: 
Í 
f 
i 


I know an instance of a widow of an officer who | 
fell under my own eyes. 
man as General Brown, or as any man God ever | 
made. After having received half a dozen shots, 
he was ordered to the rear. 
not worth while; I have but five minutes to live, 
and perhaps not that, and I will front the enemy 
while I have life.” He fell from his horse with 
those words upon his lips. J mention this as 
simply one case, but I know of many others. 
That man died without leaving any property. 
The night before he fell he seemed to have some 
presentiment that he would fall the next day, and 
þe talked about his wife and children. 
should fall,” said he, ** what will be the fate of 


He was as gallant a '! 


He replied, ‘It is | 


ole Et 


! to lay the bill upon the table. 
because the bill is not now amendable. [Task the i 
Chair, however, if the bill could be recommitted, | 
so that it could be amended and referred back to 
the House? 

Mr. HUGHES. 


f 
I make this motion l 
i 
1 


i I trust the gentleman will not 
i move to lay upon the table. T hope he will not 
; commend to others what he himself complained of 


this morning. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the vote by which the 
| bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
i time were reconsidered, the bill could then be re- 
| committed, and any amendment made that is de- 
| sirable. : ; 
| The SPEAKER pro tempore. If a motion to 
i reconsider the vote by which the bill was ordered 
| 


| to be engrossed and read a third time prevails, it 
will be subject to amendment, notwithstanding the | 
| fact that the amendment has been adopted by the 


House, and the motion to reconsider laid upon the 
table. i 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The House-has adopted 
an amendment which is objectionable, and from 
which we cannot relieve ourselves, as I under- 
stand it. The amendment has been adopted, the 
vote by which it was adopted reconsidered, and 
the motion to reconsider laid upon the table.. It 
is therefore no longer in the possession of the 
House. f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. An amendment, 
by way of substitute to the bill, would bein order, 
and would supersede the amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. There is no difficulty about 
the matter, if the vote by which the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed be reconsidered. 

Mr. HAVEN. [I should like to speak five 
minutes on this matter, although | am wholly un- 
interested in it, 

Mr. HUGHES. I have written a substitute 
which I hope may be received. I think that it 
will meet with the approbation of the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. [ yield the floor, that the 
substitute may be read for the information of the 
House. . 

The substitute was read, as follows: 

Be it enucted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Interivr 
be directed to place the name of Mrs. Pamela Brown, 
widow of the late Major General Jacob Brown, on the 
list of pensioners, and to pay her a pension, at the rate of 
fifty dollars per month ; said pension lo commence the first 
day of January, 1838, and to continue during her natural 
life. à 

Mr. HUGHES. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission, I will say a few words on the subject. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I have made the motion 
to lay the, bill upon the table, and I shall not with- 
draw it, if the friends of the bill insist on going 
back to give any amount, against the whole policy 
of the law. ; 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. Then I hope 
that the friends of the bill will stand together and 
oppose the gentleman’s motion. 

{Cries of ‘ Order! 

Mr. STUART. 
to pass the bill. 

{Renewed cries of “ Order!?’] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is out of 
order. 

Mr. CUMMING. It is a disgrace to the coun- 
try to give a major general’s widow a pension of 
only fifty dollars per month. 

(Cries of «* Order !”’| : 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I demand the yeas and 
pays on the motion that the bill be laid upon the 
table, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. READY. Is it in order to move to re- 


37 
There are enough of us here 


i| commit the bill? 


The SPEAKER. 
to lay upon the table. 

Mr. HUGHES. ifthe motion tolay upon the 
table be voted down, I presume that the friends of 
the bill can then be heard? 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to lay upon 
the table be voted down, the bill will then be open 
for discussion. : 

The question was taken on Mr. Henpricas’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
65, nays 93; as follows: 


YEAS—Messers. James ©. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, 
Barksdale, Barry, Bliss, Boeock, Boyce, Chastain, Chris- 


It isnot, pending the motion 


|! man, Clingman, Colquitt, Craige, Cullom, Curtis, John G. 


Davis, Dent, Dowdell, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edmund- 
son, Ellison, Faulkner, Fuller, Giddings, Grow, Hendricks, 
Hibbard, Houston, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
Kerr, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, 


‘| Lindsley, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, May, Millon, 


Morrison, Packer, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, 
Pratt, Ruffin, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, William 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, Trout, Vansant, 
Walsh, Witte, and Hendrick B. Wright—65. 
\NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, David J. Bailey, Belcher, 
Bennett, Benson, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, 
Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cumming, Thomas 


| Davis, Dawson, Dick, Dickinson, Edgerton, Edmands, 


Thomas D. Eliot, English, Everhart,’ Farley, fenton, 
Florence, Goodrich, Green, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Har- 
lan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, 
Daniel T. Jones, Knox, McCulloch, Mace, Macy, Matte- 
son, Maurice, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Mur- 
ray, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Pringle, 
Puryear, Ready, .David Ritchie, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, 
Sapp, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L- Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
lor, Thurston, Tweed, Vail, Wade, Walley, Elliha B. 
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- Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Tappan Wentworth, 
Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—93. > ; 

So the House refused to lay the bill’ upon the 
table. j ee ee 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Speaker, if the House 
will bear with me for a short time, į shall be 
grateful, and [ will try and condense all I desire 
to say within the space of five minutes. From 
the little experience I have had in this House, I 
am convinced, I am certain, there is no more fatal 
way of attacking a bill of any measure, than to 
take the fioor and speak against it, by argument 
or insinuation, when it has arrived at a, point 
where it is not further amendable under our rules, 
and is beyond the exercise of the discretion of 
the House as to its details, Such has been the 
course of the gentlemen who have addressed the 
House since the previous question was voted 
down. They have damaged this bill, sir; Lam 
afraid they have utterly defeated it. And that this 
widowed lady is again to be sent adrift under the 
frowns of the House of Representatives. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have no connection with 
any parties who are interested in this bill. 1 do 
not know the face of one of them—they are stran- 
gers to me; but there is a name mentioned in this 


bill that will not allow me to sit still, although in i 


ho way connected with the matter, and hear the 
claims of Mrs. Brown disparaged or weakened 
in this House. - ‘ 

Sir, I speak on this subject because I live at a 
place from which, when | walk into the street 
from my front doar, I can look over into Canada, 
upon those fields where Major General Brown— 
whose widow speaks to us in this bill~~during the 
war of 1812; after the reverses of our arms, and 
when gloom overspread the whole nation, moved 
with his gallant. men as a pillar of fire. Yes, sir, 
and when he moved, success, order, confidence, 
victory, followed in his train; and he retrieved our 
tarnished honor; established the success of our 
arms; and the whole nation felt proud, and was 
exalted by what he did. And I should be ashamed 
beyond recovery, Mr. Speaker, to go home to my 
constituents, and have it known there that Í had, 
under any circumstances, voted against doing full 
justice—with no stinted hand—to the widow of 
that honorable, brave, and gallant man. 

Sir, he was not educated to arms. He wasa 
farmer—-a brave, noble, cheerful, and hearty man, 
of solid sense. He won the confidence of the 
country. ` He served it cheerfully, at the peril of 
bis, life, and I will not forget him when I hear his 
widow’s voice. 

I desire to be understood. I do not vote for 
this bill simply because General Brown was a 
brave and gallant man, as I have described him. 
No, sir, There were other men who marched 
with him, shoulder to shoulder, in those dark 
days, and during those fearful struggles. 

There was Scott, and Ripley, and Miller, and 
McNeal, and Porter, and there too was that gal- 
lant man whose death was announced in the 
papers but yesterday, General Towson. These 
men and others, sir, marched with Jacob Brown 
along our Canadian frontier, and in the enemy’s 
country, at Fort Erie, at Chippewa, at Lundy’s 
Lane, and at Bridgewater; they retrieved the dis- 
asters that had fallen upon our army, they bur- 
nished up our tarnished honor, and made the 
country hopeful, cheerful, confident, and proud. 
Sir, did you not read anew in the papers of yester- 
day, how the dispatches from Fort Erie told the 
country that Towson’s batteries on that occasion 
were a continued sheet and flame of fire? 

But, sir, I do not desire that this bill shall pass 
upon any considerations of this kind. I only 
mention these things as a reason why I would 
have this House, at this point, stop and look at 
the facts before they ‘* whistle. down the wind ” 
this aged widow, who, we are told, is bending 
under the weight of seventy-nine years, upon a 
suggestion made here, that proof could not be 
made at the Pension Office that -her husband’s 
death was the result of wounds, exposure, and 
hardships in the field, whilst in the country’s ser- 
vice. : 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Will the gentleman allow 
me one minute? 


Mr. HAVEN. I beg to be excused. We are 


told by my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Fauruner,] ` 


and [beg him to understand, and also the gentle- 
man from Indiana, {Mr. Henpricxs,] that I ap- 
prove their desire to watch the Treasury, and to 


i 


j 


t 
i 
i 
i 


i 
i 
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| English lan 


‘keep an eye’ upon all these expenses. We sre 
told by them, that, under tnis bill,it is uncertain 
how much Mrs. Brown will get. Why, sir, is it 


| possible that this House has no knowledge of the 


guage? Cannot it understand a plain 
narration? Whatis the difficulty? Let me read 
the language of the bill: œ 

it That the Seerctary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to place the name of Pamela Brown, widow of 
the tate Major General Jacob Brown?—— 

Sir, I have no desireto slur or hurry over either 
of those names; I dwell upon them with peculiar 
pleasure, and the country recognize them as be- 
longing to her. 

—“ upon the listof the pensioners, and pay hera pension at 
the rate of one half of the pay per month which her husband 
was entitled to at the time of his death.” 

What does that mean? One half pay per month. 
What was the monthly pay of Major General 
Brown? Thatis the only question. It is now 
how much were his perquisites? how much were 
his emoluments? or how much were his commu- 
tation rations and traveling expenses, about which 
things we have heard so much in discussing the 
army appropriation bill within the few days here; 
but itis how much his pay was per month? -The 
law settles that question. The Army Register set- 
tles it. Itis there stated, and any gentleman who 
knows anything about the law, knows what his 
pay—his pay proper—per month was, I submit, 
then, to this House, that there is nothing in the 
suggestion that this bill is equivocal in its lan- 
guage. Itis clearand distinct, and the only ques- 
tion properly open for disqussion is, whether the 
half pay per month is too much or not? and 
whether it goes back too far, starts from too re- 
mote a period or not? . 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to stop here, and say, that 
in my judment, our pension laws are grossly 
wrong. I believe that in too many cases, to too 
great an exent, they allow agents, and persons of 
no particular merit, to speculate, so to speak, upon 
the blood, gallantry, and noble deeds of men who 
have performed valuable services for the country. 
They ought to be guarded and graduated more 
carefully. But I am not disposed to set them aside 
upon this particular occasion. I, for one, will not 
commence reform here, when this case comes be- 
fore us; and when those who represent General 
Brown’s flesh and blood, appeal to Congress and 
ask us to remember his gallant services when the 
country was in danger; and smooth the declining 

ears of his bereaved and venerable widow. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Will the gentleman yield 
me the floor for a moment? 

Mr. HAVEN. Not at present, as I am almost 
through with my remarks. Gentlemen say that 
there are over $56,000 to be given to Mrs. Brown 
by this bill. ‘They say it is too much, and that 
it is more than she can well spend for the purpose 
of insuring her comfort and happiness during the 
few years she is to stay with us. I confess that 
it is more than I would pay to this lady, or those 
interesting persons, his and her heirs, who will 
represent her after her. death. 

But this bill makes no such princely provisions. 
It provides for the pay ment to her of one halfof the 
regular monthly pay which Major General Brown 
received, and that, too, not to commence until 


ten years after his death, which was in 1828. Sir, | 


will that exceed what the General himself would 
have accumulated for them, if his years had not 
been prematurely shortened by wounds and ex-, 
posure in the country’s service? Sir, I think it 
is more than the widow requires, as the bill is. It 
may be that it goes back too far; and I desire 
those gentlemen here whoare friendly to this bill— 
who favor this pension—and who wish to see 
exact justice done—when Í have finished the re- 
marks which I am about making—to settle the 
precise point which they wish to fix for the com- 
mencement of this pension. If they desire to put 
it ata later date than 1838, let them do so. I pre- 
fer they should — 

[Loud cries of ** No!” ** Not”). 

Now, Mr. Speaker, one thing more, and then I 
will leave the matter with the House. It has 
already taken up too much time—time is getting 
precious now, sir. Bat it would not have been 
necessary to have taken up the time which has 
been consumed on it, were it not for the fact that 
these gentlemen made a stand on what they were 
pleased to call the equivocal language contained in 


the bill; that they seized upon, as the very Ther- 


; 


mopylæ of: the case, and by-which they could, 
they bad got- a: vote upon, this bill, bave hed 
its and defeated. it forever. Now, there.is my. 
honorable friend from Indiana, [Mr. HENDRICKS} 
to whom I wish to say a word, I thank bio for. 
the manner in which he, bas acted in relation to 
all this class of business, and L am fat from tnis 
dertaking to disparage him for what. he has done 
in reference to this bil, He tells us that this 
woman—this widow—comes here as a matter-of 
grace—as a matter of favor; and that she could not - 
produce proof to satisfy the. Pension Department; 
and that he seems to think a reason for disparag~ 
ing this claim and defeating this DI, O00! i 

‘Let me draw the attention of that gentleman ta 
his own conclusions, to his own sense of jugtice, ` 
| on this subject. What. does he tell us here? “He 
| telis us that he felt constrained, on the proof before 
the committee of which he is chairman, to report 
a bill in this lady’s favor; and, sir, he has reported 
that proof. to the House. It is satisfactory to all 
of us, and has been satisfactory to him. What 
has weakened itin his judgmentto-day?: Was he 
willing to compromise with his consctence and his 
judgment on this question of proof, when he rè- 
ported his bill in favor of this woman? -Or did 
he, by his small bill, intend to stop. half way. be> 
tween the bill now under consideration: and noth- > 
ing at all, because, in his opinion, the proofs he 
has reported only half established the fact in dis- 
pute? Sir, I give him credit for better logic than 
that. His conclusion is a non sequitur, and f com- 
mend my friend from Indiana to the task of over- 
looking, reéxamining, over-hauting his argument, 
| and seeing if his better judgment will not prevails 
seeing if he did not report his bill. because the 
| proof was sufficient, abundant, and if he does not 
oppose this bill only because of its amount. 

Now, one thing more, Mr. Speaker. I dislike 
this kind of legislation. As a new thing, if it 
| were the commencement of legislation for pen- 
sions, I should bestrongly inclined to vote against 
this bill myself, notwithstanding that Mrs, Brown, 
| with her seventy-nine years upon her head, stood 
before us asking forthis boon, But itisa regular 
part and parcel of our system of legislation, ; And , 
I will ask the House, if I can induce them to go 
with me, at some proper time to correct it. But 
I ask them now, in God’s name, not to commence 
their reform on the trembling head of that poor 
old lady, the relict of that man who, as I said beż 
fore, retrieved our disasters, and brought sunshine , 
to the country, after the reverses which had be- 
fallen us on our northern frontiers in the war:o 
1812. 

Now, sir, this very report, on which our ac- 
tion is founded, tells us that the widow of Captain 
Schmuck had received a pension on the same 
principle; that Elizabeth Armistead, if | remem- 
ber aright, received a pension on the same prin- 
ciple at the last session of Congress. : The next 
instance ia, and I-speak it with pride, because, he, 
too, whose widow was provided for here, was. a 
gallant man. He, too, saw sharp service, with 
Brown in the war of 1812 on our northern frons. 
tier. The next instance is that of the widow of 
Brevet Major General Worth. The bill granted 
i to her half pay, (that is the language of the billas 
appears in this report) during her natural life. ` 

A Memger. Was it per month or per year? 

Mr. HAVEN. Half pay, no matter whether 
it is per month or per year... According to my 
arithmetic, the aggregate of all the time would be 
the same. That bill was passed on the Tih of 
January, 1853, as appears from the report. 

Mr. LETCHER. It only went back for two - 
, or three years. 

{ Mr, HAVEN. Now, let me say this in refer- 
ence to the remark of my friend from Virginia 
{[Mr. Lercuer.] He says that the pension which 
was granted to Mrs. Worth only went back two 
‘or three years. Why, sir, that gallant man, Gen- 


| 
i 
| 


|! eral Worth, had only died two or three years be- 


: fore the passage of that act, so that it reached back 
‘to the time of his lamented death; whereas this. . 
| bill proposes to start ten years from the time of 
| the death of Major General Brown. He died in 

| 1828, and this bill proposes to give the half pay to 

| the widow from 1838. : 

| . Now, I want to ask the friends of this bil— 
| those who have the charge of this matter—if their 
| judgment tells them to ask that this pension. should 


| begin at a later date; for if it is so, this is the time 
! I want to know. it. ; 
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"(Cries of «Nol? Nol?) 


“Sik; Tam an utter stranger to T w 
nothing of this case, only what has been disclosed 


this bill, I know 
in debate here to-day. - I have spoken for this bill | 
in some shape, because the memory of the deeds 
of Jacob Brown is very dear. to me and to my 
édnstituents. The next precedent I find is that of 
Mary W. Thompson, Elizabeth W. Lomax, and 
Mrs. A.-M: Dade, whose pensions, according to | 
this report, commenced at the date of their widow- | 
- hood—not ten years after—and continued during 
their lives. These bills were passed during the 
last Congress, arid I remember that some of these 
- widows came from the State of Virginia, and my 
friend’ from that State, (Mr. Faotxner]—I hope 
he will excuse me—on that occasion did not find | 
any unsurmountable scruples in reference to them, | 
because the language was equivocal, or because he | 
did riot know whether it was for half pay or for 
whole pay. And why does he find objection now? 
Has he grown wiser with years? ` 
But I have said more than I intended upon this 
case. We have blocked up the business of the 
louse with this matter longer than we ought to 
have done. I am sorry the precedent has been 
set, but I will never recede from it, on the case of 
Mrs. Brown. Other truly needy persons are 
‘awaiting our action upon this Calendar, and as 
we have too long blocked up other business 
against the bill, and as three gentlemen have spoken | 
consecutively against the bill, and only one in its | 
favor, 1 call for the previous question upon the | 
passage of the bill. 

[Cries of “ Question !” * Question !?"] 

Mr. ORR. | rise to a privileged motion, but 1 
wish the gentleman from New York first to with- 
draw his demand for the previous question, 

(Criesof “ No SNo] , 

Ar. ORR. Very well, then, if the gentleman | 
does niot choose to do so, I will not make the mo- | 
tion I intended, and if the friends of the bill think | 

_ they can pass it, let them try, and they will, 1 
think, find themselves mistaken. 

Mr. HAVEN. I feel bound to regard the | 
wishes of the friends of this bill, rather than those | 

_ of the gentleman from South Carolina, and there- | 
fore I cannot withdraw. 

Mr. WHEELER. I call for tellers upon the 
demand for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER 
and CHAMBERLAIN were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported—nyes 73, noes 73. : 

“So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. ORR. When I rose before, I did it with 
a view of making a motion which would enable 
the friends of this bill to relieve themselves from 
the difficulty in which they have been placed, and | 
enable them to pass the bill ina manner which I | 
understood to be acceptable to them. But I con- | 
fess 1 was surprised when the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Haven] refused to withdraw the 
demand for the previous question, especially when 
it was understoad by several of us who could not 
support the bill in its present shape, that if the 
bill was not laid on the table, an amendment | 
would be offered that would be acceptable to the | 
friends of the bill. We understood that the | 
friends of the bill would accept an amendment, 
and it was for that reason that many of us voted 
against laying the bill upon the table who would 
have voted for the motion rather than pass the 
bill in its present shape. 

Mr, HUGHES. hope the House will not | 
adopt the amendment recommended by the chair- | 
man of the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Those | 
who observed the proceedings of the House will 
have noticed that Í tried to get the floor. I my- | 
self believed that the original bill, if properly un- | 
derstood, appropriated none too large an amount 
in this case, But, rather than hazard it, I sentup 
an amendment which I had prepared, and which, 
if I could have obtained the floor, I should have 
advocated. But I could not get the floor. And | 
now, sir, I give notice that, whenever 1 can get it i 
before the House, I shall present itas a substitute, 
and urge that that meager sum, at least, be awarded | 
to this aged widow. 

Mr. HAVEN. If my friend will allow me but 

‘a moment, in order to put myself right, | will not į 
trouble the House again in reference to this mat- 
ter. The gentleman from South Carolina spoke 
of an understanding upon the part.of the friends 
ef the bill, Sir, I had no understanding with any 


one: “I had’ had nó conversation with any one 
Upon the subject until it came up in the House 
to-day. Bat; sir, when I was appealed to to'with- 
draw the demand for the previous question, there 
was a general cry of dissent among the friends of 
the bill, with whom ‘there must have been an un- 
derstanding, if with any one, and therefore I de- 
clined to withdraw the demand. 

One word more, and I-have done. My friend 
from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] shows me the statute 
in reference to Mrs. Worth. It puts her on the 
pension roll at the rate of fifty dollars per month. 
Now, to show why I made the gsgertion that I 
did, 1 desire to read from the committee’s report. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. T wish to remark that 
Worth was Colonel, and Brown was Major Gen- 
eral. i 

Mr. HAVEN. I only want to put myself 
right. On page second of the Senate report I find 
the following: 

“Act of January.7, 1853, for the relief of Margaret 


Worth, widow of Brevet Major General Worth, granting 
to her half pay during her natural life.” 


I was misled by this, and if the House under- 
stand the explanation, E shall now resume my 
seat. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand the 
gentleman from Oregon to state that at the time 
Worth was Colonel. 

Mr. LANE. He was. g 

Mr. JONES. Thatis true, but he was Major 
General by brevet; and at the time of his death he 
had the command of Major General by brevet. Ele 
died in Texas while in that command, and receiv- 
ing pay as such, : 

Mr. LANE. 
pay as Colonel. 

Mr. ORR. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say a few 
words in reply to the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Haven.] He himself conceded that the 
amount of the bill was too large, yet he concluded 
his speech by moving the previous question, which 
precluded any reduction of the amount contained | 
in the bill. 

The gentleman made an eloquent speech. He | 
euloguized the character and services of Major 
General Brown. I have nothing to say in dero- 
gation of them. Nobody can appreciate his ability 
and gallantry more than l do; but f feel that it is 
my duty, as a Representative in this body, not to 
yield to these appeals to the sympathies and feeling 
of honorable gentlemen. 1 remember that at the 
last session of Congress the bill for the relief of 
Mrs. Worth, now quoted as a precedent for giving 
this large pension to Mrs. Brown, was carried 
through Congress by the same appeal. So anx- 
ious were members to-pass it, so strong was the 
feeling in favor of Mrs. Worth, that the previous 


I think that he was receiving 


question was demanded, and | was cut off from il 


speaking to the bill, and the only opportunity that 
{ had of being heard was ona motion to reconsider, 
When I then made the objection that the bill 
would be quoted as a precedent, that we were ex- 
tending our pension systemi too far, what was the 
reply? I was told that there would never again 
be such a case; that we had no other such officer | 
as General Worth; and that if, perchance, we 
should hereafter have a case of the same sort, the 
same principle should be applied. Ido not know | 
whether that case goes to the extent that this one į 
does; but I am willing to give Mrs. Brown a pen- 
sion according to the usual form. Ido not know | 
f 


but I would goa little furthêr. And to enable the 
House to go back, to put the bill in an acceptable | 
shape, and to preserve consistency in our legisla: 


tion, J shall move to reconsider the vote by which |) 


the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a | 
third time. If the reconsideration be agreed to, | 


it will then be in order to movea substitute. f; 


am of opinion that it will not be in order to strike | 
out that which the House has already inserted: | 
hence, the only way the amendment could bej 
made, would be by way of substitute, when the | 
reconsideration was effected. I would suggest that | 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hucues] | 
offer his substitute, and then allow the chairman | 
of the Committee on Invalid Pensions to move his 
amendment, so that the sense of the Tiouse may 
be fairty tested. By doing that the bill may be 
passed,and the House relieved from its embar- | 
rassment. 

The question was then taken; and the motion 
to reconsider was agreed to. i 


The question recurred upon ‘ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time.. Fi 

Mr. HUGHES. I now: propose to strike out 
the enacting clause, and insert as.a substitute for 
the bill what has already been read at the Clerk’s 
desk. : ees j 

I have been seeking the floor to say something 

upon this bill, but gentlemen upon my left say, 
let us vote. I do not wish to occupy the time of 
the House any further than by reading the last 
clause of the report of the committee of which the 
honorable gentleman from Indiana (Mr. HEN- 
pricks] is chairman. He says, in this report 
made to the House: - 
‘cs When General Brown enteréd the Army, his property 
and business: rendered him independent. He served the 
country well. But, abandoning his business, his pecuni 
ary affairs became involved, and after many years of suf- 
fering he died, ‘ covered with glory,’ but leaving an em- 
barrassed estate. The widow of General Brown is now 
seventy-nine years old, and is dependent upon her friends 
for that support which the Government ought to secure to 
her.” $ 

Upon that report the committee introduced a bill 
here to pay Mrs. General Brown thirty dollars a 
month, from the 1st day of January, 1854; to last 
ten years, should she exist so long |. This waa the 
magnanimity of my friend from Indiana; and I 
wonder not that he advocated so warmly a bill 
that proposed to give such agross amount to Mrs. 
Brown. ' ; 

It would be useless for me to advocate this 
cause before the House. It wouid be useless for 
me to point you to the many brave, gallant, and 
honorable acts of General Brown. -They are en- 
graven upon the grateful hearts of his: country- 
men; and the cold monumental marble that has 
been raised by order of this Government to mark 
his grave, points you to the fact, that he lost his 
life in the heroic defense of his country. Gentle- 
men have but to wander with me one of these 
pleasant mornings, and read for themselves the 
following, on the east face of. the monument 
erected by Congress to his: memory, and written 


|| by President Adams. That inscription is as fol- 
| lows: í 


SACRED 

To the memory of 
Major General Jacos BROWN, 
By birth, by education, by principle, 
Devoted to Peace. . 
In defense of his country, 

A warrior; - 
To her he dedicated his life. 


Wounds received in her cause abridged his days. 


The amendment which I have offered in the na- 
ture of a substitute for the bill is precisely of the 
same nature as the bills which have passed Con- 
gress granting a pension to the widows of Generals 
Worth, Belknap, Armistead, and Lomax, The 
cases are exactly similar, with the exception that 
the high rank held by Major General Brown differs 
from that of those other honorable gentlemen to 
whom I have referred. Mrs. Brown exists to-day 


ia spared monument—the last relic of an officer 


who held that high position—a position which is 
now held by Major General Scott. And while 
we have spent some time during the present sès- 
sion of Congress on the bill to give a new. title to 
General Scott, let us not, for Heaven’s sake, by 
all we hold dear, by all we cherish as patriots and 
lovers of our country, by those memories in 
which are embalmed the names of those who per- 
ished in that country’s defense—let us not, I say, 


|| hesitate to do this last act of simple justice to Mrs. 


Brown. 

I will not call the previous question, as was said 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Orr. 

Mr. LANE. Itis now proposed to put the bill 
in a proper shape; and I desire to say that in that 
shape I hopeit will pass. Ido notriseto say one 
word in opposition to what has been said by the 
gentlemen from New York, (Messrs. Hueues 
and Haven.] i 

I have no desire to contravene what has been 
said by my friend from New York’ over the way, 
{Mr. Haven,] or by the gentleman from New 
York who has just taken his seat, [Mr. Huanes.] 
Both of them have paid high, tributes to the gal- 
lantry, worth, and patriotism’ of General Brown. 
And if I could command words! would join them 
in their eulogies, and I might ‘say more than 
either. But enough has been said in that respect. 
You have an amendment’ before you, which, if 


a 
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ou adopt it, will give to Mrs, Brown over $9,000, 
besides placing her on the pension list at the rate 
of fifty dollars per month for the balance of her 
life. I think she ought to haveit. 

I have a word to say to my friend from New 
York, (Mr. Haven.] There is this difference be- 
tween him and myself: I have been sometime in 
the field, and have had the command of soldiers. 
Ï donot mention that through any sentiment of 
vanity, but because it gives me the right to say 
that the credit of victory is not always to be as- 
cribed entirely to the officer in lieu of the men. I 

_am for giving equal credit to both officers and 
men. I want to have even handed justice done 
to all. I desire to see justice done to the widow 
of General Brown. You have a proposition here 
giving her a good pension, and which I think the 
House will readily adopt. Butavhen you do that 
I desire to say that, in my opinion, there are | 
many objects in the country entitled to your pro- 
tection in this regard, entitled to bounties of this 
kind. Will you extend the same favor to them? 
Will you still require the widows of soldiers who 
have fallen fighting the battles of their country, 
to subsist on four dollars per month, while here | 
you have before you a bill voting $20,000 at once 
to a widow of an officer. Now, I mention this 
that the House may look to consistency in its 
action. Iam willing to do justice to her if I knew 
that the House would be willing to do the same 
justice to others. 

Lam not quite done yet. I havg the floor, and 
intend to move the previous question, unless my 
friend from linois [Mr. Knox] wants to take 
the floor. Tt is not worth while for me to say that 
the amendment pleases me, and will please this | 
House, and will, I am confident, be adopted. It 
is all that Mrs. Brown herself would like to have, 
and perhaps a little more. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, Will the gentleman allow 
me to have the floor one moment? I do not wish 
to address the House again, but just to make a 
few remarks in reply to the gentleman from New 
York. That gentleman has done me the honor 
to read to the House a portion of my report in | 
this case. I do not think thatthe gentleman from 


New York, by his ardent speech, indorses the i 


gallantry of Major General Brown in any better į 
terms than I did in the report which I made; and 
it is not generous in him, or in any other gentle- 
man upon this floor, to try to place me in the 
position of being opposed to granting a pension 
to Mrs. Brown. I have not occupied that posi- | 


tion at all, but I have occupied the position upon 
this floor, from first to last, in favor of a consist- ! 
ent course of legislation, whether it applies to one | 
person or another. 

Mr. HAVEN. I beg. pardon of my friend 
from Indiana for interrupting him. 1 endeavored 
to do him full justice in ascribing to him a desire 
to do full justice to Mrs. Brown. If I did not do 
so, it was entirely unintentional. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The gentleman cannot 
claim much for doing me full justice. I did not 
say that I was in favor of giving Mrs. Brown 
thirty dollars a month, because the case was not 
established. I said, in my report, that Mrs. 
Brown—and I said it in my speech—had applied 
to the Pension Office, and that, under the lawsand 
regulations which govern that. bureau, she could 
not make out her case there. 

Mr. HUGHES. Did not the Pension Bureau 
once pass her case? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Mr. Gallagher did once į 
pass her case, but it was rejected by two different 
Secretaries. I did not say [ was in favor of pay- 
ing her thirty dollars a month because her case 
was not made out at the Pension Bureau. I said, 
in the report, that the facts, in my judgment, were 
established, not technically, but substantially, by 
such evidence as would satisfy a jury sitting in 
the box. 

It is right that the different Departments should 
have technical rules by which they are to be gov- 
erned; and, when a case which has merit in it | 
cannot be made out according to the technicalities 
and laws of the Department, it is proper then to ' 
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come here to obtain relief. But they are not sat- 
isfied with such relief as they would have got at 
the Department, provided their case had been made 
out there. They must go further, and seek relief 
far beyond that. If. the proof had been full and 
complete in this case, under the rules of the De- 
partment, Mrs Brown would have received $100 a 
year for five years. If she had succeeded under 
the law of 1836, she would have received thirty 
dollars a month; and by the law of 1852 that was 
renewed, so as to give her thirty dollars a month 
for ten years, and then it would end. 

Now, the committee framed the bill under the 
last expressed will of Congress. I ask if it is the 
duty of the committee to disregard, in its action, 
the expression of the will of Congress; or is it 
rather the duty of a committee to follow that will, 
and to follow the analogy of the laws which have 
been enacted? We adopted the last legislation of 
Congress upon the subject, which legislation gives 
thirty dollars a month for ten years, and we framed 
the bill accordingly. 

I have no “objection to Mrs. Brown having a 
pension under the law of 1802. She originally 
wanted that, and that satisfied her then. That 
also has satisfied others. But it does not satisfy 
her now. That law would have given her $100 
a month for five years, and I ask the gentleman to 
find and point me to a case of general legislation, 
where a widow has received a pension for alonger 
period than five years. l know of no case since 
the year 1800. All the soldiers who have fought 
the battles of our country receive the pension for 
only five years. There is already enough of aris- 
tocracy in the Army without increasing it, by in- 
creasing the pay after the death of the officer. I 
am not in favor of this bill as it has been amended, 
but I am in favor of a consistent system of legis- 
lation. 

1 propose to offer an amendment, without, how- 
ever, any idea that it will be adopted, after the 
course which the House has already pursued. 1 
propose to give her the full relief which she would 
have received under the general law. If she had 
succeeded in establishing her claim under the law 
of 1836, she would have received a pension for 
five years. That is what is given to all other per- 
sons under the general law. 

I ask again, if it is the duty of a committee to 
follow the analogies of general laws in their action, 
or to disregard them? If this House wishes to 
give Mrs. Brown $100,000, she shall enjoy it, s0 
far as 1 am concerned, without a single after- 
thought. I wish her all prosperity as the widow 
of Major General Brown. ‘I have no feeling but 
that. If there are others who are to be enriched 
by such means, they will never be enriched ont of 
the public Treasury by my vote. I think I have 
pursued such a course as a committeeman ought 


i to pursue in reporting bills to the House. Now, 


if my friend from Oregon will yield me the floor 
still further for that purpose, I will offer an amend- 
ment, and then call the previous question. 

Mr. LANE. I will allow the gentleman to offer 


his amendment, but I do not yield for him to call | 


the previous question. . 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Ithen move to strikeout 
all after the enacting clause in the bill, and insert 
the following: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and hereby is, au- 
thorized and directed to place the name of Pamela Brown, 
the widow of Major General Jacob Brown, late of the 
United States Army, upon the roll of pensioners of the United 
States, at the rate of $100 per month, to commence the 18th 
of January, 1854, to continue five years from date, and 
then cease. 

Mr. MILLSON. Now, willthegentleman yield 
to me for a moment ? 

Mr. LANE. I will yield tothe gentleman from 
Virginia. 

Mr. MILLSON. I do not propose to prolong 
this debate further than to notice a remark which 
fell from the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Haven,] some minutes since, in which he referred 
to the case of Mrs. Lomax, which he has some- 
what misapprehended. The gentleman took oc- 
casion to say that there wasa Virginia case which 
passed the last Congress, and on that occasion 


| ginia would let this matter pass. 


| any 


i Senate. 


there was no scruple or objection upon the part 
of the Virginia delegation... My “purpose now is. 
to set the gentleman right upon that ‘subject. 
` I know that allusions have been sometimes made 
to what is supposed to. be the disposition of the 
Virginia delegation upon ‘this floor, that they onl 

vote ‘for appropriations affecting: them or'.their 
State, while they vote against such as affect only 
other constituencies. 1t-is hardly necessary for 
me here to enter upon a vindication of the course 
of the Virginia delegation in this House, where it 
is well understood. Although allusions of this 
sort are sometimes made in the newspapers, I 
regret that the gentleman from New York. has 
thought proper thus to speak of the Virginia del- 
egation. 5 nR 

Mr. HAVEN. Imay have been again misled 
by the report. 1 relied entirely upon that.’ Ifthe 
report is wrong, the gentleman from Virginia will 
correct it. I stood entirely upon the report: That 
says, among others, that Mrs. Lomax was to re- 
ceive her pension from the date of her widowhood, 
to continue during her natural life. poraa 

Mr. MILLSON. I understand the facts per- 
fectly, and it is for the purpose of stating them 
that [ have risen. i 

Mr. HAVEN. | wish the gentleman from Vir- 
Let us have the 
previous question, and come to a vote. un 

Mr. MILLSON. J have but a word to say, 
and I have done. This case first passed the Sen- 
ate. It was reported first as one of the strongest 
cases, and I think was the strongest case then 
presented. It came to the House of Representa- 
tives, and was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar. When it came 
up in Committee of the Whole, a motion was 
made by the then chairman of the Committee on 
Invalid’ Pensions, (Mr. Harris, of’ Tennessée,} 
to reduce the amount to what would have been 
granted under the general Jaw, and there was not 
a word of objection made to that motion by 
one of the Virginia delegation. The com- 
mittee adopted the amendment, and the bill passed 
the House in its amended form. It went to ‘the 
Senate where the amendment was concurred in, 
and the pension of Mrs. Lomax was reduced to 
thirty dollars per month for five years, commenc- 
ing with the date of the application on the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Afterwards the other bills, seven or eight in 
number, which had passed the Senate, at the same 
time came to this House, and without being’ re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole, as was 
Mis. Lomax’s bill, were taken up ‘by stispension 
of the rules, and under the operation of the pre 
vious question, passed, just as they passed the 
Even the gentleman who made the ma- 
tion to reduce Mrs. Lomax’s allowance thought 


| it was exceedingly unjust to subject her to a rule 


which was not applied to any of the others, 
who stood on precisely the same ground. Then 
it was, at the close of Congress, that we passed 
a supplemental act restoring Mrs. Lomax’s bill 
to the footing which it occupied when it passed 
the Senate. - So that it seems,'that so far frém thé 
Virginia case being pressed through Congress by 
the Virginia members, it was the only one sub- 


| jected to the operation of this rule, and not a single 


delegate from Virginia, opposed the reduction at 


! the time it was made. 


(Cries of “ Question!”’} 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. Ido not like to see 


| hasty legislation, It does not become us. ‘This 


is an important matter,and deserves at our hands 
full and mature @eliberation. My friend from In- 


| diana has the right view of this question; bat, 


while acknowledging this, I have committed my- 
self to the amendment, and I must say that, oftwo 
evils, I took the least. Now, Mrs. Brown would 
be entitled, were a pension allowed her at the Pen- 
sion Office, from the time of her husband’s death, 
to $6,000. If justice were done in this case, she 
would, under the provisions of the law of 1802, 
be entitled to $102 a month for five years... Imen- 
tion this to show that 1 am satisfied the chairman 
of the Committee on Invalid Pensions has been 


oss 
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- gonscientious, Tfe desires Mrs. Brown ‘to bë 
He: wants--her. 


treated- as any. other pensioner. 
laced: on. the footing of others, under the-general 
aw.. Nay, he wishes to do’better by her. He 


’ cannot establish before the Department her right to 
P g 


a pension, and yet he provides, by the bill he has 
reported; that she shall be placed on the pension 
liste < ee Shes : ; 

Here let me say, that soldiers fight. the battles. 
I have had the good fortune to acquire some repu- 
tation as a commander, but 1 owe it to my com- 
mand entirely. I had good help, and so succeeded, 
and am grateful to them for it; and should I ever 
fall in-the service, of my country, and be entitled 
to a pension for my wife- and children, £ shall 
will every centof it to the soldiers under my com- 
mand, They fight the battles, and it isthe com- 
mander who gains the reputation, That reputation 
isa tich boor, and far above price... It is worth 
more than money. A.disposition has been mani- 
fested to give to the commander and his heirs a 
larger pension than you give to his entire com- 
mand. Will the House act upon that principle? 
‘Will they build up an aristocracy in this country, 
and say that, because a man has proved himself 


gallant as a commander, he shall receive a larger |i 


sum than the entire force under his command? 
God knows we have many gallant men in this 
country. It is a rare thing to find a coward in the 
service. Give our officers American soldiers, and 
they will make for themselves a reputation upon 
the field of which their country may well be 
proud. Let me say, in conclusion, that I desire to 
see as nearly as possible an equal distribution of 
favors on the: part of the Government towards 
those who have served their country in itstime of 
need. As I am under a promise to yield the floor 
to the gentleman from Hlinois, (Mr. Kwox,] J 
will now do so, for five minutes. 

Mr. KNOX. This House will bear me witness 
that | seldom trouble them witt speeches. Lam, 
unfortunately, placed in a wrong position in ref- 
erence to this measure, which I believe to be one 
of great justice to an aged widow and her family. 
It so happens that I am charged with having 
moved the previous question in order to prevent 

entlemen from a full discussion of this question. 
Fish simply to state the facts. When this meas- 
ure was under consideration in Committee of the 
W hole House, I moved an amendment, and called 
the attention: of gentlemen to the report of the 
committee, of which the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr, Henpricxs] is chairman. The committee 
immediately called for a vote upon the amendment, 
and it was adopted and reported to the House. 
This morning I took the floor, and gentlemen 
around me who were friends of the bill said, ‘Call 
for the previous question.” I presumed that the 
minds of gentlemen were made up in regard to 
thia matter, and it was not out of any want of 
courtesy to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hex- 
pRICKS,] orany other member upon this floor, that 
I called for the previous question in compliance 
with the general request of those around me. 

{ examined the case thoroughly, and became 
interested in it from reading first the report made 
by the gentleman from Indiana, then a report 
made in the Senate, and afterwards a speech, and 
the only one made upon it in the Senate, by Gen- 
eral Cass, in which he indorsed fully everything 
contained in the report of the Senate committee. 
After this examination and investigation, I be- 
came thoroughly satisfied that the case was a just 
and meritorious one; and now I wish merely to 
add that I hope the House will not consider the 
case as prejudiced by anything which I may have 
done or said in regard to the matter. 

Mr. LANE. I will yield now for a few min- 
utes to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
‘Waicnt,] and then I shall call for the previous 


question. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak- 


er, | do not wish to take up the time of the House | 


by any extended remarks on the subject of this 
bill. But I wish to say a word or two with ref- 
erence to the claims of a gallant soldier in Penn- 
sylvania. And I hope those gentlemen who are 
appealing to the House in favor of the widow of 
General Brown, will permit me to cite an instance 
which has come under my own observation. 

[Cries of ‘* Order!” and Question !”’] 

Mr. WRIGHT. I rise for the purpose of 
elaborating an incident, which proves the truth of 
that. which has fallen from the lips of my friend 


~oMr. EDGERTON. 


: own country a medal for his services, or 


from. Oregon, [M He. 
with truth, that-it isthe rank”. which receives. 
the honors and the pay, and-the ‘ file” which does 
the work. There never were truer words uttered. 
I hold here in my hand a medal—— 

[Cries of « Order !? “Order P] ` 
1. rise to a question ‘of 
order.. The military service of the country, and 
the rank and file, is not the question before the 
Flouse. tae ; f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The point of 
order raised by the gentleman from Ohio is well 
taken. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I conceive that I know enough 
of the rules which govern this body to be aware 
whether I am in order or not. [Laughter.} Now, 
I hold here in my hand a medal, and it furnishes 
an illustration of the principle about which bam 
going to make an argument. I hold here a letter 
written by the Governor of Pennsylvania to Wil- 
liam Pace, forwarding a medal. The inscription 
on the medal is: 


To Wiiziam PACE, 
In testimony of his patriotism and bravery 
In the naval action on Lake Erie, 
September 10, 1814. 


There, sir, is the medal (producing it) granted 
to that man. Now, I want to say a word in re- 
spect to this man. 

[Cries of “ Order”? ‘© Order!?’} 

Mr. WRIGHT. I am strictly in order. T give 
this as an i}lustration. Wiliam Pace was born in 
the same town in which I was born. 

[{Laughter, and renewed cries of ‘Order !”7} 

Mr. EDGERTON. I rise toa point of order. 
The remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
are not in order, as they have no connection with 
the question under consideration before the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair sus- 
tains the question of order raised by the gentle- 
man from Ohio. The merits of William Pace are 
not under consideration. [(Laughter.] The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania is indulging in a dis- 
cussion on the merits of William Pace, who 
served in one of the actions on Lake Erie; and he 
will perceive that that is not in order, 

Mr. WRIGHT. lam merely illustrating my 
argument by relating an incident connected with 
the subject before the House, 

(Cries of “Order!” ‘* Order t] 

Mr. WRIGHT. I am in order. I want to 
state here that | went before the Military Com- 
mittee of the House as an advocate for a pension 
for this William Pace, who belonged to the ranks, 
and was deprived of the pension to which he was 
entitled, because 

[Renewed cries of ‘ Order P? Order 1) 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of or- 
der. The remarks of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania are out of order. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Iam simply illustrating: 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is not in order in discussing 
what took place on the application of this gentle- 
man for a pension. The gentleman will please 
confine himself to the bill under consideration. 

Mr. WRIGHT. The gentleman from Oregon, 
in his remarks, alluded to the rank and file of the 
Army, and the title of the men to as much favor 
as the officers. If an officer dies, his widow, it 
appears, is entitled to favor and consideration at 
the hands of Congress, whether his case comes 
within the provisions of the rules laid down by 
the Military Committee of this House, or by the 
laws of Congress or not. But when itis the case 
of aman in the ranks, who dies in poverty, as 
this unfortunate man, it is another thing. It 
makes no difference whether he receives from hjs 


{Cries of “t Order !”? tt Order !”’] 

Mr. EDGERTON. 1 call for the enforcement 
of the rules of the House. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has been decided by the Chair to be 
out of order, and the rules provide that when a 
member is called.to order, he shall immediately 
a down. I insist upon the enforcement of the 
rule. 

Mr. WRIGHT. General Jacob Brown—— 

[Cries of ‘*Order!’’ ** Order 1°] 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 


| from Ohio has. insisted upon the enforcement of 


the rules of the House, and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will take his seat. 
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Mr. WRIGHT. 1 wish to know if I cannot 


speak.to the subject? o oi on 
Mr EDGERTON. Thè gentleman can only 
speak by the consent of the House. 

Mr. FULLER. I move that the gentleman be 
permitted to proceed in order. 

The SPEAKER pro lempore 
can proceed. in order. : ; : 

Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Brown was a native of 
my own State. He wasa Quaker gentleman, 
and served his country gallantly. : 

Mr. RUSSELL. [rise to a question of order, 
It is this: the gentleman from Oregon [Mr. 
Laws] is entitled to the floor, and he can only. 
yield-it for the purpose of a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Oregon is entitled to the floor, and if the 
point of order is insisted upon, the Chair will rule 
that the gentleman from Oregon can permit any 
other gentleman to occupy the floor only for the 
purpose of making a personal explanation. 

Mr. EDGERTON. LJinsist upon the enforce- 
ment of the rule. Sg ett : 

Mr. LANE. [have yielded the floor to the 
gentleman over the way, and to several others,and 
there was not a word said about it. I appeal to 
the House to let the gentleman proceed; and if 
they will allow the gentleman to go on for five 
minutes, I will then move the previous question, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The. gentleman 
from Pennsylvania has raised the question of order 
that the gentleman from Oregon cannot yield the 
floor, except for personal explanation. Jt is true 
the gentleman from Oregon has yielded the floor to 
other individuals,and if the question of-order had 
been raised in those instances, the Chair would 
have felt bound to sustain the point of order. 
Whenever it is insisted upon, the present occu- 
pant of the chair will enforce the rules. The Chair 
must rule the gentleman from Pennsylvania out of 
order. £ 

Mr. LANE. I am sorry the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has been ruled out of order. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Iam not disposed to quarrel 
with the House in regard to the right of speaking, 
yet, not having—— 

(Cries of ** Order !”? “Order t]: 

Mr. LANE. J now demand the previous 
question, . j 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put, being first 
on the amendment proposed by Mr. Henpricns 
to Mr. Hucnes’s amendment. ; 

Mr. LETCHER. | demand the yeas and nays 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from In- 
diana. 

The yeasand nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 60, nays 105; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Alten, Wiis Aten, David J. 
Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Bliss, Bocock, Caskie, Cham- 
berlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Cobb, Craige, 
John G. Davis, Dent, Dowdell, Dunham, Eday, Edmund- 
son, English, Flagler, Fuller, Giddings, Grow, Andrew J. 
Harlan, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, George W. Jones, 
Keitt, Kurtz, Leteher, Lindsley, McMtullin, McNair, Me- 
Queen, Maxwell, May, Mayail, Smith: Miller, Millson, 
Morrison, Orr, John Perkins, Phillips, Powel, Raffin, 
Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, William Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, 
Trout, Vansant, and Daniel B. Wright—60. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abererombie, Aiken, Appleton, Ashe, 
Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler} Clark, 
Clingman, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, 
Curtis, Thomas Davis, Diek, Dickinson, Eastman, Edger- 
ton, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, 
Florence, Franklin, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Aaron 
Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, 
Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, 
Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, MeCul- 
loch, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Middleswarth, John @. Mil- 
ler, Morgan, Murray, Niehols, Noble, Norton, Mordecai 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Per- 
kins, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David 
Ritchie, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Simmons, 
Gerrit Smith, Sollers, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. 
Stevens, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Jobn L. Taylor, 
Nathaniel G. 'Paylor, Thurston, Tweed, Wade, Walbridge, 
Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Zollicofier—105. 


So Mr, Henpricxs’s amendment was disagreed 
to. : 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Huenns’s 
amendment; and being taken, it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


The gentleman 
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read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. cae 

Mr. HUGHES. I move the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. Í 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. LETCHER, I demand the yeasand nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 3 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill passed, and to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. . 

Mr. PECK. I move that the House dggnow 
adjourn. . 

‘The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
twenty minutes before four o’clock, p. m.) the 
House adjourned until to-morrow at eleven 
o’clock a. m. g 


IN SENATE, 
Friıpay, July 21, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. HENRY SLICER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate a report of the Postmaster General, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, information in relation to proposals 
submitted to him for the purchase of a site for 
a post office in Philadelphia; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a copy of the statutes of Oregon, enacted 
by the Legislative Assembly at the session com- 
mencing 5th December, 1853; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, presented a 
memorial of the Society of the Cincinnati, of the 
State of New Jersey, praying Congress to pass an 
act for the relief of the officers and soldiers of the 
revolutionary army, and their descendants; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. WADE presented a memorial, in the form 
of a resolution, in favor of releasing the bond 
given for the appearance of Otho Hinton, charged 
with robbing ce mail, and who forfeited his re- 
cognizance, now in suit in the circuit court of the 
United States for the district of Ohio, and of dis- 
missing the suit; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judicary, 

Also, a petition of citizens of Ravenna, Ohio, 
praying that the soldiers of the last war with 
Great Britain, and the widows of those deceased, 
may be allowed the same pensions as have been 
granted to the soldiers of the revolutionary war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. CHASE presented the following petitions, 
praying the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia; which were ordered to lie on the table: 

A petition of Josiah Bond and other citizens of 
Pennsylvania; 

A petition o 
zens of Warren county, lowa; 

A petition of Wesley Mart, and other citizens 
of Ohio; and 

A petition of Caleb Stett, and other citizens of 
Portage county, Ohio. 

Also, a petition of Josiah ne 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying the abolition of 
slavery throughout the United States, or that the 
people of Pennsylvania may be relieved from the 
responsibility of aiding in its support; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Bond, and other citi- 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the í 


Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to establish a navy-yard and depot 


near the city of New Orleans, reported it back | 


without amendment. 
He also, from the same co 


was referred the petition of L. } 
Congress to purchase his patent life-boat for the 
use of the Navy, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration; which was agreed to. | 
Mr. PETTIT, from the Commitiee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition 


mmittee, to whom 


f D. W. Atkinson, and other citi- | 


F, Frazee, praying | 


of the heirs of Wolcott Lawrence, late of Monroe, 
Michigan, deceased, praying remuneration for 
lands improperly sold to him by the General Gov- 
ernment, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Elliot Smith; William C. Green, and Nathan 
Farnsworth, praying to be allowed salvage on the 
ship Charles Wharton, employed as a Govern- 
ment transport, and rescued by them when in 
distress off Tampa Bay, and compensation for 
their time, and the cargoes of their vessels, which 


Í they were compelled to throw overboard to effect 
i the rescue of said ship, submitted a report, accom- 


panied by a bill for their relief; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. The report was 
ordered to be printed. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the House had passed a bill 


i making appropriations for the support of the 


Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

MEETING OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. GEYER asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill 
fixing the time for the next meeting of Copgress; 
which was read a first and second tiny by its 


i tithe. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


The bill from the House of Representatives ‘‘to 
grant a homestead of a hundred and sixty acres 
of the public lands to actual settlers,” was read a 
third time, and the question was stated to be, 
« Shall the bill pass, as amended ?”’ 

Mr. SHIELDS. Before the vote is taken I 
wish to place myself right before my constituents, 
so far as my own action is concerned in abandon- 
ing what was the homestead bill, and voting for 
the substitute of the Senator from Virginia, which 
has now become the bill before us. I wish to 
slate that, in voting for it, I am consistent with the 
course which I myself recommended when at the 
head of the General Land Office in 1845. I wish to 
refer to the report which I then made in order to 
place myself right at home, with my own friends 
and constituents. At that time I had the honor 
of making a-reportupon the subject of the public 
lands, to which I will refer. I then said: 

cc I therefore recommend that all Jands that have been 
in the market not exceeding five years coustilute the first 
class; more than five, and not exceeding ten years, the 
second class; more than ten, and not exceeding fifteen, 
the third class; more than fifteen, and not exceeding 
twenty, the fourth class; more than twenty, and not cx- 
ceeding twenty-five, the fifth elass; and that all the resi- 
due in market over twenty-five years, and remaining 
unsold, vest absolutely in the particular States in which 
they are situated.” 

Thus it will be seen that I then recommended 
precisely what is now contained in this bill as it 
stands, that the public lands should be divided 
into five classes, the price of which should be 
graduated according to the time they have been 
exposed to sale. I also used this language in the 
same report: 

“As $1 27 is the average maximum price of the best 
quality of Jands, it must be admitted that &1 25 per acre 
will bea sufficient minimam price for lands of the first 
class ; one dollar for the second ; seventy-five cents for the 
third ; fifty cents for the fourth; and twenty-five cents fo 
land of the fifth class. 

I state this because, as I had to abandon what 
was considered a favorite measure with us in 
the West, and as none of us abandoned it until 
we considered it lost, I had the good fortune then, 
to fall back upon the recommendations which I 
had the honor to make when I was charged with 
this subject as the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. 

Mr. COOPER. 
by making any extended remarks upon this bill 


bat as I was absent during the period of its dis- || 


cussion, I merely rise to state what would have 
been my course in relation to it, if I had been 
present. I was opposed to the homestead bill as 
it originally came to the Senate, and should have 
voted against itin its original form. Tam opposed 
to it in its present form, and would vote against 
it if I voted at all, but having paired off with the 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] I do 


I shall not detain the Senate | 


‘not feel myself at liberty to vote, . L.do not’ 
at this stage of the matter, that it would be p 
to go into a discussion of the) ; 
have induced my oppositio 
Tt is defeated, and that is enough 
arose, sir, for the purpose of saying i 
| opposed to it, in order that my. constituents, 
know my position in relation to it, 00o 
Mr. DOUGLAS. There have been two favorite 
measures with myself, with the delegation from 
rmy State, abd with the people of my State, for 
many years; and, I believe, with the West. gen- 
erally. One was a graduation of the price of the 
public lands; the other was a homestead to the 
actual settler. The bill which was ordered to be 
| engrossed last evening accomplishes both objects 
ina manher entirely satisfactory to some, and. I 
have no doubt to all the people. I do noticon- 
i sider, therefore, that in adopting the substitute of 
i the Senator from Virginia, we abandon anything 
!thatis material. On the contrary, we have secured 
j the object entirely satisfactory, so faras the home- 
| stead is concerned, and we have secured the grad- 


| congratulate themselves that the bill has. been 
| modified instead of being destroyed, and that the 
| distinguished author of that bill, who has labored 
iso assiduously with it, will feel that while we 
: have done justice to his own measure we have 
' only put in another one which the House of Rep- 
i resentatives have several times passed, They 
i have passed the homestead before; they have 
| passed a graduation bill before; and we have put 
| the two together. 
| Mr. STUART. Ishould not say a word on 
this bill, if it were not for the intimation that. the 
| homestead principle was abandoned in it. I sought 
| to say something on that subject the ‘other day, 
| but was very abruptly prevented from doing so, 
| This bill combines everything, in my judgment, 
| which is valuable to the United States on t e one 
‘side, and to the new States and the people gener- 
ally on the other. It graduates the price of the 
public lands upon the only principle which. is 
practicable. It confers the power to construct 
railroads in all cases where the State in which the 
road is projected thinks it proper that it should be 
‘constructed. It also confers upon the States a 
i power to take any portion of the lands which are 
‚ìn the State, at a graduated price, and to apply 
| those lands according to its own wisdom. ‘Jt se- 
j cures, in each case, to the Government of the 
i United States the graduated price, by providing 
that the patent can, in no case, issue until the 
graduated price is paid into the Treasury, and 
secures to every actual settler a homestead upon a 
| principle and upon a basis as practically useful.as 
any that can be devised. 

It does it at a price within the reach of every 
man of common capacity and.common industry, 
| and, sir, the homestead provision within itself 
: carries with it that check upon the graduation 
principle which has given more difficulty, J appre- 
hend, to those who ‘have considered the subject 
than any other, to wit, it prevents private specu- 
lators from grasping the graduated land inethe 
| State, because if private speculators shall assume 
: to purchase al! the lands that lie in the State at 
twenty-five cents an acre for instance, they do not 
: retard the homestead man, for he can take any 
class, even the dollar class at twenty-five cents. 
Hence, if speculation seek to aggrandize itself in 
this instance, the actual settler ceases to become 
the purchaser from them, and takes from the Gov- 
ernment under this bill at twenty-five cents an 
acre. 
| Another check is placed upon that by giving the 
| preémptory right to the States. The State has 
| the first right under the bill to take a graduated 
| class of Jands and thus prevent them from being 
| 
! 


seized upon by speculators, and the price elevated 
according to speculative cupidity, so that. the 
State never can be the loser if it takes land at a 
graduated price and sells it, or lets the actual set- 
tler take it at the graduated price, for the State is 


the 


“said that any 


N 
principle of the homestead has been abandoned 
by this bill, a’ greater Mistake never was fallen 


into. The bill is sttipped of all objectionable fea- 
tires, which some gentlemen entertained towards 
the House bill. “It provides a price, as. l have | 
‘said, öne within the reach of everybody. d 
‘ {t takes away what some gentlemen think the 
obnoxious provisions in’ respect to the character’ 
of the persons who might enter the States under 
the original bill, by leaving it entirely to State 
‘lawsto determine that subject; for no man can take, 
‘under’ the homestead principle of this bill as it 
ow stands, unless he be aman who, by the laws 
of the State in which the lands lie, is entitled to 
hold land therein. In respect to the Territories, 
this capacity is given upon the only true basis—. 
the basis of the preémption principle. 
I shall not detain the Senate upon this subject. | 
‘I merely rose to discharge a duty to myself. I| 
wished, so faras lay in my power, to correct an | 
error which may have gone abroad tothe country, 
in consequence of remarks which may Have fallen |; 
from some gentlemen, that the homestead princi- 1 
ple is abandoned by the adoption of this bill as it 
is. Sir, itis secured in a shape which ought to 
be fully acceptable to every man with whom that 
principle is a favorite. Having said this much, I 
shall cheerfully vote for the passage of the bill. 
` Mr. BADGER addressed the Senate. ` 
© Mr. PETTIT. I wish to point outan error in 
the bill as it stands, which | hope the Senate by 
unanimous consent will allow to be corrected. It 
is a provision which was altered in the original 
bill, but which by a mistake was retained in the 
substitute of the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. 
Honrer,] which has now become the present bill, | 
It is that provision which authorizes executors | 
and administrators to sell the infant’s estate ac- 
cording to the laws of the infants domicile instead || 
of according to the laws of the estate where the || 
land lies. i 
This can easily be remedied by consent. The | 
provision now is: “In accordance with the laws 
of the State in which such children, for the time | 
being, have their domicile.” Itshould read: ‘ In 
accordance with the laws of the State in which 
‘such lands are situated.” I hope there will be 
universal consent to have this amendment made 
before the bill is put on its passage. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brient.) 
It requires unanimous consent to make an amend- 
ment at this stage, but if there be no objection, it 
will be considered as adopted by unanimous con- 
sent. 
There was no objection. 
The discussion was co 


| 


i burial. 


ment; 


ince grants to actual settlers would, in fact, 


| be, generally, grants to the landless. Bat. the 
: substitute now before us proposes Sales, at very | 
low prices, instead of free grants. I voted, there- į 


fore, against its adoption an as amendment of the 


question now submitted to me is, whether I will 
yotefor the only measure which can possibly pass 
at this session. 


in it some things I desire to see, and I see some I 
should have wished not to see there. 
weighing the reasons in its favor with those against 
it, I have come to the conclusion that I am bound 
to go for it. Although it is not the homestead 
bill, yet it secures large and important benefits to 


through its own provisions, or immediately 
through the provisions in favor of the land States, 
which it seems to me ought to commend the bill 
to the friends of the actual settlers. 1 shall, there- 
fore, vote for it. 

Mr. CLAY. [| feel it due to myself to make 
a single remark by way of personal explanation, 
in order to satisfy my constituents.. 1 moved an 
amendment to the substitute which was intro- 
duced by my friend from Mississippi, providing 
that those settlers upon the public lands who held 
less than one hundred and sixty acres, might be 
permitted tg enter lands adjoining their farms to 
an amoum making, with that which they might 
own previous to the entry, the number of one 
hundred and sixty acres. I did not offer that 
amendment to this bill. My reason was not that 
1 did not think that they were entitled to that 
preference, but because | was unwilling toperil or 
defer the passage of a bill which contained so 


| many good things, by providing for an inconsid- | 


erable number of the people, and particularly in 
my State, where the lands will probably be re- 


five cents an acre, at all events. 


of land, thought it better not to embarrass the bill 
with the amendment suggested. By their advice, 
I declined offering the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. “I come to bury 
Cæsar, not to praise him. The evil, that men 
do, lives after them; the good is oft interred with 
their boneg.” Such, I think, is the condition. of 
this bill. Certainly we killed it last night, and all 


ntinned by Messrs. 
Toomns and BADGER. 2 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, if this discus- 
sion is to go on, I will’ ask that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be postponed until to-mor- į 
row, for the purpose of going into Executive 
Bession, | 
Several Senators. ‘Oh, no!” 
Mr. MASON. I only want to know the fact 
whether it is to be further discussed. 
Mr. CHASE. 1! desire to say a few words. 
Mr. MASON. Flere is one gentleman who 
wants to discuss it. i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER., Does theSen.- | 
ator submit a motion to postpone? 
Mr. MASON. Ido. 
Mr. HUNTER. [hope my colleague will not į 
press it, but let us get to a vote upon the bill. i 
Mr. MASON. ft is manifest that we cannot | 
get to a vote to-day. ‘The Senators over the way || 
have consumed an hour in discussing a question | 
which, I suppose, is not now involved. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to postpone. 
«Mr. MASON. At the solicitation of Senators, |’ 
I withdraw it. 
Mr. CHASE. 


I ask the indulgence of the | 
Senate but for three minutes. I do notregard this | 
substitute as carrying out fully the principle of 
the homestead bill. That principle required free į; 


grants of public lands to the landless. The prin- | 
ciple of free grants to actual settlers, without ref- | 
erence to their condition, as provided for by the 
bill, came from the House, and which has been | 
under discussion, was accepted by the friends of | 
the original homestead principle, on the ground || 


i 
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ceremony about it, if I could. I have gone all 
round the Senate, but I cannot even get pall bear- 
ers enough to give ita respectful burial. 
therefore, we shall consign it to the grave. 
have talked long enough. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill: and they were or- 
dered, and taken, with the following result: 


We 


YEAS—Messre. Adams, Atchison, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, 
Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, James, Johnson, Jones of Towa, 


Mallory, Mason, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, £ 
Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Fon- i 


cey, Walker, and Weller—36. 


NAYS—Messrs, Badger, Bell, Dawson, Fessenden, 


i Fish, Foot, Gillette, Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, Pratt, 
: and Rockwell—ll. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. It will be necessary to 
amend the title of the bill, in order to make it 


i! consistent with the substitute of the Senator from | 


Virginia. 


will read as follows: 


‘t An act to reduce and graduate the price of the | 


public lands to purchasers and actual settlers, and 
to grant the right of preémption in certain cases.” 
Mr. ADAMS. “And for other purposes.” 


Mr. GWIN. That certainly does not cover | 
‘And for other purposes” | 


the object of the bill. 
should be added to it. 
_ Mr. BADGER. I would suggest that as there 
is some little difference amongst the friends of the 
bill, its title should be ‘An act for certain pur- 


poses therein mentioned.”’ That will accomplish | 


everything. [Laughter.], 


‘that it was a near appr ximation to its require- i 


homestead bill of the House; but the Senate has | 
seen fit to adopt it by a large vote, ahd the sole | 


-1 have looked carefuily into this substitute. I: 
see in it many valuable provisions. I do not see 


But, sir, | 


the actual settler upon the public lands directly ; 


duced, under the provisions of this bill, to twenty- | 
Besides, friends | 
of this measure from other land States, equally | 
i| interested with myself in behalf of those who may 
now own Jess than one hundred and sixty acres | 


that remains for us to do is to give ita decent | 
L should like to have some pomp and | 


I hope, | 


I therefore move to amend it so thatit | 


“Mr. BRODHEAD. 
for other purposes. 


Mr. JONES, of 
amendment, 
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amended, was adopted. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 
Orderdd, That the bill, as passed, be printed. 
TEXAS DEBT BILL. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I sow move that the Senate 
take up the Texan debt bill. 

Mr. GWIN. L hope we shall take up and con- 
sider the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 
Is it the object of the Senator to have discussion 
on the Texan debt bill? 

Mr. BRIGHT. The object of the Senator is 
to get up the bill, and to have a vote uponit. f 
suppose it can be donethis morning beyond doubt, 

Mr.MASON. I ask the Senate, with great 
regret so far as the Senator’s bill is concerned, not 
to take up that bill, in order that we may go into 
Executive session, and dispose of Executive bus- 
iness. 

Mr. BRIGHT. ‘The Senate will recollect that 
yesterday morning I promised that.if it was dis- 
|| cussed over half an hour, I should agree to post- 
|| pone it. 1 did-so with the understanding that it 
i| would be taken up this morning and disposed of. 
i| Mr. PETTIT. I dislike to interfere with my 
colleague, or any other Senator, but I am very 
l| desirous of having a resolution considered, which 
I laid upon the table last Saturday, providing for 
the printing of a number of copies of the Kansas 
and Nebraska act. The session is drawing to a 
close, and it ought to be acted on. 
| Mr. BRIGHT. [will ask but an hour for the 
|! consideration of the bill. If it shall take more 
than that time, | shall be willing to Jet it go over. 

Mr. Bricur’s motion was agreed to; and the 
Senate accordingly, asin Committee ofthe Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill to provide 
for the payment of such creditors of the late Re- 
public of ‘Texas as are comprehended in the act 
of Congress of September. 9, 1850, the pending 
question. being on the amendment of Mr. Brient; 
to add to the amendment of the committee the 
following: k 

Provided, That the interest on the debt embraced in this 
act shall be determined by the existing laws of the State of 
i| Texas. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 
| Mr. HUNTER. I know1t is not in order un- 
ij less by general consent; but I wish to say that, if 
the bill is not disposed of at one o’clock, | hope 
ii we shall postpone it, and either take up the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, or go into Exec- 
|| utive session. i 
Mr. STUART. 
| tion. è 
Mr. BRIGHT. Thatisa method of defeating 
the bill entirely. Senators could talk it out, if they 
choose, by that means. F name an hour, for the 
reason that, | think, within that time we can cer- 
tainly dispose of it. 
| Mr. CHASE. I move to strike out “eight,” 
and insert “six,” so as to make the amount 
|i $6,500,000, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, to 
reduce the amount from $8,500,000 to $6,500,000. 

Mr. CHASE. I desire to state the grounds on 
i which that amendment is based. It will test the 
‘| question as well as any other, *and I think better, 
than any other upon this bill. T'he Senator from 
Indiana [Mr. Bricut] stated to the Senate that 
|| the debt and interest at this time amount to some- 
|| thing less than $6,000,000. - Adding to the prin- 
cipal and interest the fourteen per cent. which the 
Secretary of the Treasury now pays in anticipation 
for debts of this class, being the premium which 
{| the stock would command in market, it made, 
|| according to the statement of the Senator from 
(| Indiana, $6,500,000. I have verified that state- 
| ment by my own calculation, and find it to be 
i! correct. . The simple question submitted to the 
Senate now is, shall we asstme $2,000,000 of 
li the debt of Texas in addition to that provided 


Give an hour to its considera- 
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for in the articles of annexation and inthe act of 
1850? 
The Senator from Virginia has well. eaid, and 
he has been followed in that by the Senator from 
Connecticut, [Mr. Toucny,] that there was no 
original obligation on the part of the United States 
to assume and pay this debt.. The obligation i 
created by a positive statute; and that statute we | 


} 


all, without any exception, propose to fulfill. We i; 
| particular time. The condition affects the credi- 


do not propose to abate one jot or tittle of any of 
its obligations. But, sir,‘ the Senator from Con- 


necticut went on to say that this bill was a mere | 
anticipation of interest to become due, and that, |; 


therefore, we might pay the amount proposed to 
be appropriated, although there was no legal claim 
on the ‘Treasury. “That honorable Senator, if I 
recollect aright, objected to the grant of public | 
lands to the States for a particular purposa, be- 
cause there was no constitutional power on the 
part of Congress to dispose of those lands other- 
wise than to dispose of the money; and that there 
could be no power to dispose of money, exceptin 
execution of some one of the powers of the Gen- 
eral Government. He now tells us that there is 
no obligation whatever to pay these $2,000,000; . 
and yet he says that he will assume to pay it. I 
cannot quite perceive the consistency of these 
positions. There is no obligation to pay the 
money. It is ameregratuity; yet he says to this 
extent we may assume to pay the debt. 

Now, sir, one of the articles of the Democratic 
platform, if I may be pardoned Or refering to | 
such a document as that, is, that the Democratic | 
party will not sanction the assumption by the Gen- 
eral Government of the debts of any State. This 
is confessedly, all around, the assumption of 
$2,000,000 of the debt of the State of Texas, with- 
out any obligation whatever on our-part. 

I think, sir, I have made myself clear. Isim- 
ply ask for the yeas and nays on.my amendment, 
because | conceive this to be the test question on 
the bill, and T suppose it may as well come to the | 
vote. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, as I voted at | 
the last session of Congress avainst the issue of 
stock to the amount of $8,500,000, or something of 
that kind, for this debt, I wish now to give my 
reasons, as succinctly as E can, why I shall vote in 
favor of the present bill, and against the amend- 
ment. 

I still adhere to the opinion that the Govern- 
ment of the United States is not bound for any 
portion of these debts beyond the extent of its | 
„agreement to pay. I do not read the law of na- 
tions according to the doctrines of some honora- 
ble Senators here, and Ido not think the obligation 
for the debts of Texas exists; but there is an evi- 
dent difference of opinion‘on that point. A large | 
number of the members of this body entertain the’ | 
opinion that we are bound for the whole debt of 
Texas for which the import revenues of that Re- 
public were pledged. { do not admit that princi- 
ple as affecting distinct nationalities; but I do not 
mean to enter into that question, but I mean to 
show why, as a matter of policy, I shall vote for | 
this bill, though I do not consider that there is 
any obligation, arising out of the law of nations, 
onus to pay this money, or any obligation in re- 
gard to it, within the contract.which we have 
assumed, arising, probably, from the looseness | 
with which the provision was inserted in the act 
of 1850, which stipulated for the payment of ten 
millions to Texas. No Senator doubts the obli- 


| We have chosen to retain this fund for, the 
| benefit of her and her creditors, -She and her 
creditors cannot agree as to the terms on which 
the settlement shall be made. Texas, therefore, 
suffers thestock to remain uncalled for. Itis 
drawing interest in the mean time, and it will draw 
interest until its maturity, and she comes to a set- 
tlement with her creditors. -Thecondition does 
not compel her to have those releases filed ‘at any 


: tors. She cannot draw the stock until their re- 
leases are filed; butif those releases be filed at the 
| lapse of the time when thestock matures, the pay- 
: ment of the whole amount, principal and interest, 
| is just as obligatory on this Government as if the | 
releases were filed now. The loss may be to 
Texas, for she will not get her interest in the 
meantime. But, in point of policy, the loss isalso 
tous, for the money is lying dead in the Treasury, 
and the interest is running on against us, and we 
shall have the $8,500,000 to pay.at the end of the 


; whole amount, however, at the end of the four- 
teen years, and I understand this bill, in point of 
; policy, to be based upon that idea. 

What, then, is our condition? We have a re~ 
dundant Treasury. Here isa case in which there 
are differences of opinion as to the extent of the 
obligation, or the equitable obligation, if you 
please, of the United States, to pay the whole 
debt, which amounts to over $10,000,000; but the 
creditors are willing, as we are informed, to come 
in and take this $8,500,000. We propose to pay 
| that under this bill, if the State of Texas will 
agree to its provisions. Sir, if we do not pass 
this bill, the result may be, in the course of a few 
years, with the fluctuations that take place in the 
body, that the opinion may obtain under those 
circumstances, that we are bound for the whole 
debt, and we shall have more than $10,000,000 to 
pay, with probably the Treasury not in as good a 
condition to pay as now. 

Under these circumstances, making allowance 
for difference of opinion, though I do not consider 
that the obligation to pay exists, yet we are 
obliged to pay the interest, and whether we pay 
it in advance, or at the end of the time, is imma- 
terial. Itis perfectly certain, with the experience 
which we have had, that there can be no settle- 
ment of the matter on any other terms. Interest 
is running on against us, and the money is lying 
idle in the Treasury, and ultimately we shall, at 
any rate, have to pay $8,500,000, and probably 
more, if the character of the Senate, or the views 
of the Senate, change as to any legal or equitable 
obligation on our part, under thé laws of hations, 
to pay the whole amount of the claims of these 
creditors. Many able men sustain that view. I 
differ from them. I do not go into that ground, 
however, but in point of policy, thinking that we 
have nothing to gain by delaying the payment of 
this interest, and that the Treasury is now in a 
condition to enable us to do it, I cannot see that 


the interest in advance, instead of paying it here- 
‘after. I am willing, therefore, to vote for this | 
| bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I do not in- 
tend to enter into the argument of this question, 
but } wish to state briefly the reasons why F can- 
not vote for the bill. I do not hold that we are 
under any obligation to pay the debts of Texas 
: any further than we stipulated to do so in the 


gation to pay to the extent of that stipulation. 
Well, sir, what was that stipulation? It was to 


compromise measures of 1850. By one of those 
laws, we undertook to pay the State of Texas 


pay Texas $10,000,000 in a particular mode; that 
is all, It was to be paid by the issue of a five per 
cent. stock, redeemable in fourteen years. We 
issued $5,000,000 of that stock, but the act con- 
tains a proviso that the remaining $5,000,000, | 
which should bear an interest of five per cent., 
redeemable in fourteen years, should not be issued 


—not until Texas had done any act, but until the | 
| can they come to us and ask us to pay the amount? 


creditors of Texas, who had a specific pledge on 
her impost or revenue duties, should release the 
United States from any claims they alleged they 
had upon them. That is the form cf the condi- 
tion; but that condition did not provide that Texas 
should be required to have those releases filed in 
any given time. The obligation of the United 
States was not to pay money, but to issue stock. 

What, then, is the position of Texas? She is 
the creditor. of the United States for $5,000,000. | 


i the State of Texas these $5,000,000. We were; 
i by the stipulation to pay it to Texas, and not to | 


$10,000,000; $5,000,000 of which were to be re- 
served until Texas furnished us with the releases 
of the obligations of. debts for which her customs 
revenues were bound. 

Weare now told that there is an inability to 


agree between the creditors of Texas and the State | 
: of Texas, as to the mode of payment of that 


$5,000,000. Ifthere is an inability to agree, how 


The creditors hgve no business here. They have 
made no contract with us. They treated with 
Texas. Theirclaimis upon Texas. We oweto | 


the creditors. We were not, however, bound to 
pay it to Texas until she furnished the releases. | 


be ready to pay. 1 am ready to vote to pay every | 


time, because the stipulation is to issue stock, and |: 
not to pay money. We shall have to pay the |: 


there is any great difference between the paying of | 


When Texas shall furnish the releases, we shall | 


i dollar, principalsand:interest, the 
gera receipt which isvalid, Soia 
claim against us, :Ifwe pay. these cai 
creditors without releases. from: TEXAS, 
still owe to ‘Texas, for. weshall not: bave tiga 
the obligation. < wey ge ak ; 

Then, sir, 1 am ready to. pay:the $5,001 
and interest upon ityin pursuance of our-contrac| 
That is all Texas can claim. !tisstated—andLbe 
lieve correctly—that, taking the $5,000,000 of pr 
cipal, and adding the interest up to this time, and. 

| adding,. besides, the. present premium: on such; 
stock, the whole would-amount -to-$6,500;000 

That, { think, is the highest sum.that,can possibly, 

be claimed, if we pay now. Bat the: bill, as 4b 

| stands, proposes -to: pay- $8,500,000.  How.is.dt 

‘that gentlemen. arrive at the conclusion: that we: 

owe these additional two millions? : Why,-they, 

say there will be two millions: of interest duewhen- 
the debt. shall become payable ten years from nows' 


ii That is very true. Bat,why should. we. pay.the 


money now, and pay the interest for, ten. years.on 
a debt which we do notowe: Po oyo ke ceus DEE 

We are now paying interestion debts which we 
owe to foreign countries: If we were to take this. 
money, and with it liquidate debts: that we owe'to- 
foreiga, countries, we should stop, interest.on ithe. 
amount of $2,000,000. Hence) say, if we now 
pay interest for ten years on a debt-which weshall; 
not owe during that time, we shall be making a 
present to the creditors of ‘Texas to the extent of 
that interest, which is $2,000,000. 1 look upon 
this as a proposition distinctly to make a present, 
a gratuity, of $2,000,000 to the State of Texas, 
for the benefit of her creditors, over and above any: 
legal obligation on our part to pay. ; 

Then, sir, if th i legal allegation, what 


here is no 
moral obligation is there on our part to pay this 
debt? We are told there is a moral obligation on 
us, because Texas, prior to her annexation, had; 
pledged her revenues specifically for the payment - 
of a certain portion of this debt. : Suppose «she 
had. Well, it is said by the annexation those 
revenues inured to the Treasury of the United 
States, and not to the State of Texas... Sirydf 
Texas has made an arrangement. with us since: 
she pledged her revenues, inconsistent with that. 
pledge, it is a question between the. bondholders 
and Texas. It isa question of faith between them 
with which we have nothing to do, because the- 
creditors have no claim upon us: Texas, when 
she made the pledge, only pledged her faith... If 
she has done any act inconsistent with the pledge, 
it is a question between her and her creditors, with 
which we cannot interfere. 4 

But, sir, is it true that, by the annexation -0 
Texas, we diminished the means of. Texas to. pay 
her debts? If we did not, surely there is no moral 
obligation upon us to.pay any. of those. debtg;.buat 
if we. did diminish her means. to discharge her 
debts, it may be said there is a moral, although 
| no legal obligation on.us,to make up the deficiency: 
Now, do we not know it to be a historical-fact 
that every creditor of Texas was anxious for an- 
nexation, in order thereby to increase-the. chances 
of getting his debts paid. Did not.the bonds go 
up in the market two, three, four, or even tens 
i fold the moment annexation took place, in, consé- 
quence of annexation? Then Lsay: the ¢ffect.of 
annexation, instead of diminishing. the :meang 
of Texas to pay her debts, or instead -of diminish 
ing the value of the obligations which she owed, 
was to enhance them in the market wherever 
they were found. This. shows: that we aided 
Texas and her bondholders by our action, instead 
of diminishing the value of their-bonds. 

Again, there was a distinct stipulation in the 
resolutions of annexation that Texas was to keep 
her own lands, and pay herown debis; thus show- 
ing that she had no claim upon us. Nobody con- 
ceived that we were ever to be called upon. to pay 
any portion of her debt. But yet, in 1850, dur- 
ing the slavery agitation, it became necessary for 
us to buy a piece.of land to which Texas had 
claim; and to pay her liberally. for it, in order tọ 
settle an existing controversy. We did agree:to 
pay her $10,000,000 for that land. F voted for-it- 
At the time I voted for it, I-did not believe the 
land was. worth enough to pay the: expenses: of 
its survey; I do not believe so now. Bat the 
$10,000,000 were well paid to getridof.a difficulty 
which might carry serious, and even fatal, conses 
quences to the permanency of the Union. .We 
voted cheerfully to pay the $10,000,000; At that 


i 


j 
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time the creditors of Texas wished us to: insert a 
stipulation that $5,000,000 should be reserved, and 
riot paid -to Texas ‘until their releases were filed, 


so that they might get theirdebts. - We were.then- 


_ told thatthe obligations were only something over 
“ $4,000,000. If 1 recollect. aright,: the: Senator 
from Maryland made a communication to us that 
$5,000,000 was more than. enough to pay the 
whole. : 

Mr. PEARCE.: At the time to which the Sen- 
ator refers, 1 ‘did state, on the authority of a doc- 
tment with which | had been furnished from the 


ayditor’s office of the State of Texas, that the | 


amount of the debts of Texas, from which her 


revenues from imports were pledged, was about 


$4,500,000. It turned out afterwards, however, 
that, in this estimate,they only took into conside- 
yation those bonds in which, upon their face, the 
revenues from customs were pledged eo nomine. 
There were; as it tarned out afterwards, other 
bonds for which the. revenues were pledged, 
though not in that form, but equally as effectual. 
That enlarged the class. If, at the time of the in- 
troduction of that bill, I had been aware of the 
amount of all the debts for which those revenues 
were pledged, I think I should have reserved a 
great deal more. . 

Mr. RUSK. The words contained in the bound- 
ary act are: ‘©The debts for which the revenues 
of Texas, from impost duties, were specially 
pledged.” There were a great many such debts, 
but covering, I believe, altogether, a little less 
than $5,000,000. The matter, however, was sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, to de- 
termine what class of the debts of Texas came 
under the provisions of the boundary act. He 
examined the laws of Texas, and determined that, 
in all cases where the revenues generally were 
pledged, there wasa special pledge of the revenues 
from impost duties. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, Mr. President, the 
point I was stating was, that we acted in 1850 
upon the supposition that there were less than 
$5,000,000 of the debts of Texas for which these 
revenues were pledged. I did not then understand 
that we were under the slightest moral or legal 
obligation to pay one dollar of that indebtedness. 
1 did not understand that that act was making 
us assume any of those debts; but that, inas- 
much as we were to pay $10,000,000, and as it 
was understood that Texas was willing to take 
$5,000,000, and to furnish receipts for the remain- 
dey, and that had been a compromise between 
Texas and the bondholders, we we willing to pay 
it in any shape that was agreeable to Texas, to 
whom the money was to he paid. We therefore 
put a stipulation that $5,000,000 were to be re- 
served. i 

But I maintain that does not contain any impli- 
cation that we assumed to pay the bonds, for the 
assumption was to Texas and not to the bond- 
holders. We had nothing to do with the cred- 
itors. We did not acknowledge that we owed 
anything to the creditors. We acknowledge the 
debt to be to Texas. The debt was created in 
consideration of the land she granted. It was an 
obligation to pay her money, in consideration of 
that land, and to pay it in a particular form. 

Now, sir, there is an attempt to argue that we 
are bound to pay the debts of Texas, because, 
prior to annexation, Texas had specially pledged 
her import revenues for the payment of her debts. 
If that be true,*we are now making a still farther 
assumption, and one the extent of which no one 
can calculate, by acknowledging that we are 
bound to pay the debts-of Texas, for which her 
revenues were pledged. IfI recollectaright, when 
the proposition to annex Texas was pending, 
proof was furnished that the whole of Texas had 

een specially pledged by Mexico to England for 
the payment of sixty or eighty millions, If that 
pledge, binding Mexico to England, holding a lien 
on Texas, was assumed by us when we annexed 
Texas, we should be bound, by the same princi- 
ple, to pay those sixty or eighty millions of dol- 
Jars to- England, for which the whole State of 
Texas, revenues, lands, and all, was pledged. If 
I recollect aright, evidence was furnished also that 
a mortgage was held by the English bondholders, 
or, perhaps, by England herself, on the northern 
States of Mexico, including California. If the 
annexation of California binds us now to pay all 
the debts for which California was previously 
pledged, who knows how many millions or hun- 


dreds of millions of dollars we may-be compelled 
to pay in consequence of the annexation of Cali- 
fornia? © : A 

Sir, the same assumption would go back and 
compel us to pay. the debts which Spain contracted 
before the independence of Mexico, inasmuch as 
she pledged Mexico for the payment of those 
debts. - Í fear, sir, that we are about establishing 
a principle of the assumption of debts which may 
carry with it one, two, or three hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars. No man can see how far it will 

0. : 
I am not willing to do any act by which we 
shall assume any obligation to pay one dollar 
beyond. our ‘stipulation. Our stipulation is for 
$5,000,000, with interest. 1 am ready to pay that 
to-day; but I am not willing to pay any more than 
that.” If we now pay $2,000,000 for the purpose 
of compromise, we thereby admit the principle 
that we are bound for the whole. The moment 
you admit that principle,do you think your com- 
| promise will stand to-day? Next year, they will 
demand of us to pay the balance of the debt. The 
moment we admit the principle, we shall be held 
responsible for the whole; and if the principle be 
correct, we ought to pay the whole. Then who 
knows how far we shall be bound to pay the debts 
of Mexico to England, and to other European 
Powers, by which California and Texas were 
specially pledged. 

For these reasons I cannot vote to pay any more 
than that which we specifically assumed to pay | 
to the State of Texas in consideration of the lands 
we purchased of her in 1850. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, there is noth- 
ing in this bill which commits the Government to 
| pay a dollar beyond that which she is now com- 
| mitted to pay on the Journals of Congress. The | 
honorable Senator from Illinois must permit me 
to say that I think his argument is a very unfair 
| one. If there are any mortgages existing of the 
| character to which he refers, I should be glad to 
| seethem. J apprehend, however, that his suppo- 
sition on that head is based merely on rumor, 
and that neither he nor any other Senator believes 
| there is any probability that the United States can 
be charged with the payment of any other debt 
than that named in this bill, by the terms of the 
bill, or that any principle or precedent will be es- 
tablished by the bill, which is not jn accordance 
with previous legislation. 


ji conten 
iÍ to pay that sum; but that is a question which it is 


The honorable Senator from Maryland [Mr. 
Prarce] has already stated that, at the time the 
compromise measures were passed, he prepared 


public Treasury with which to liquidate that part 
of the debt of Texas for which her public reve- | 
nues had been pledged. He further states, what į 
I know and what other Senators know to be the 
| fact, thatat that time the impression prevailed that | 
$5,000,000 would cover all that part of the debt 
of Texas, and no doubt it did cover all that part 
| which upon its face appeared to be pledged for | 
that object. But, as the honorable Senator said, 
previous acts of the Legislature of Texas had 
| provided that other parts of her debt, issued ata 
former period, should operate in the same man- 


| known that the debt of Texas, of the description 
| or class | have mentioned, exceeded $5,000,000, 
there is no doubt they would have made the pro- 
| viso broad enough, and the $10,000,000 would have 
been reserved. But it was supposed at the time 


| thus relieving the United States from al} liability. į 
| By the terms of the act of 1850 we are bound to | 
; pay $5,000,000 in stock, bearing five per cent. in- 


i of that time have expired. The interest upon that, | 


! to $6,500,000. The entire debt of Texas amounts 
| to between $12,500,000 and $13,000,000, and itis 
ded by many that the United States are liable 


; not necessary to consider now. There are mem- 
i bers in both branches of Congress, however, who 
| acknowledge this liability, and it is'with these facts 
| looking us in the face that we are called to meet 
| this question. Now, wesay to Texas, by this bill, 
| s We will give you, at this ume, $5,000,000, 
| with the interest upon it, instead of requiring you 
| to wait nine years longer.” Whether Texas, by 
| the act which appropriated $5,000,000, is made a 


party to it in such a way that nothing can be done 


the amendment reserving $5,000,000 from the |! 


| ner. If the committee who reported that bill had |; 


: {i 
| that $5,000,000 would cover the entire amount, i 


i terest, and having fourteen yearstorun. Four years i! 


| together with the premium, amounts, at this time, |! 


with the $5,000,000 until her consent be obtained, 
is a question which we do not touch. We say. to. 
Texas: “ If you will assent to this arrangement, 
we will make this appropriation.” It is nothing 
more nor Jess than this: A proposition to say to 
the creditors of Texas, ‘“ We will give you 
$8,500,000, in consideration that you will sign 
full and final releases to the United States for 
about $13,000,000; and if there be any excess, if 
you have any claim in addition to the amount we 
pay you, look to Texas for it.” We say to 
Texas, by the terms of this bill, “If you con- 
sent to this arrangement, we will carry it out in 
good faith.” It is narrowed down to the sim- 
ple proposition whether we shall advance the in- 
terest now, or wait, as the Senator from Delaware 
said, with an overflowing Treasury, nine. years 
longer, and then rnake the payment, and in the 
meantime be importuned from session to session 
in reference to this debt. The committee, after 
weighing all the facts, and examining the question 
in all its bearings, with an anxious desire to do 
justice to Texas, to the public Treasury, and to the: 
creditors, have said tothem: “ We will cancel the 


| obligation to issue the stock, and pay you directly 


the amount that stock will be worth at the end of 
the term.” This seems reasonable to the Commit- 
tee on Finance; but, if not so, I hope the Senator 
from Illinois and others who agree with him will 
come forward with a better plan. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, if I under- 
stand the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, it 
reduces the sum which is proposed to be appropri- 
ated from $8,500,000, which includes principal and 
interest to this time, and anticipated interest for 


i nine years, to $6,500,000, which is the amount of 
| the principal and interest up to this time, with the 


present premium upon the stock of the United 
States. I think that is a fair proposition. 1 feel 
willing to go thus far, but no further. I cannot sge 
on what principles of justice we can be called upon 
to anticipate this interest for such a length of time 
amounting to such a large sum—g2,000,000. 

Why, sir, if we had been in default, there are 
those here who would say that we ought not to 
pay interest. There are those here who would 
contend that the Government ought not to pay 
interest, even if it were in default. Who are those 
Senators? Why, sir, first among them stands 
the Senator from Delaware; I believe next to him 
stands the Senato? from Indiana; and yet they 
can now come forward and contend that where 
the Government is not under any obligation for 
the debt, where it is not in default, bat when the 
debt is not yet due for nine years, we should step 
forward and anticipate it, and pay in advance the 
interest for that period. Yes, sir, those Senators 
who now contend most strenuously for the antici- 
pation of this interest, and the payment of it to 
the creditors of Texas, are the very Senators who 
fight the question of interest here whenever a 
private claimant sets up a claim to it, although 
the Government of the United States may have 
been in default. It looks a little strange’to me at 
least. I am not able to see into the matter. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator is not authorized 
to say that, as a general principle, I fight what he 
calls interest. I allow interest where I think it is 
right, and I resist it where I think it is wrong, 
governing myself by the facts as they present 
themselves in each case. 

Mr. WALKER. That is right; but I believe 
the Senator and myself have very frequently dif- 
fered in reference to what was right in regard to 
interest. 1 have placed it upon this ground: The 
Government of the United States, under the Con- 
stitution, has no right to take private property for 
public use without a just compensation. I have 
said heretofore, that I could see no distinction 
between taking $1,000 of private property and ap- 
propriating it to public use directly without com- 


i pensation, and taking it by means of detaining a 


sum from an individual for a sufficient length of 
time to produce the amount of $1,000, at the legal 
rate of interest, and in this way taking it indi- 
rectly.. I have said that the Constitution prohibits 
ag effectually the depriving an. individual of his 
property by this indirect means, as it does the 
depriving him of it by direct and positive means. 
But, sir, here is a case where the Government is 
not in default, where the Government has deprived 
nobody of anything, has appropriated the prop- 
erty of no one for public use, and yet it is asked 
that the Government shall step forward and ad- 
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vance interest for a-long period, without consid- | 
eration. If the amount will be $8,500,000. when 
the time has arrived, what of it? 1s not:money 
now worth in the country five per cent.? >l appre- 
hend so. The-business community feel that it is 
worth far more, and the sum which you have 
locked up in your Treasury is imposing burdens | 
upon the business community, and puting them to i 
the necessity of paying onè and a half, per..cent. 
per month for money. Still it is here proposed, 
without any default on the part of the Govern- 
ment, to step forward now to advance nine years’ 
interest to those with whom we have no contract, 
and to whom we are under no obligation. 

The amount is a large one. {t is one that at- 
tracts attention, There may be danger lurking 
in its magnitude. ‘It. may be supposed that that 
induces gentlemen to act upon such matters when 
they would not if there were a small amount in- 
volved. lam not sure that Shakspeare meant to 
charge persons with a lack of proper humanity 
when he said: 

“ Through tatter’d clothes small vices do appear ; 
Robes, and furr’d gowns, hide all. Plate sin with gold, 
And the strong lance of justice hurtless breaks : 
Armit in rags, a pigmy’s straw doth pierce it? 


Ido not know that he intended in every instance 
to charge against humanity that this was theirinten- 
tional feeling and intentional course; but men, with- 
out being aware of it, looking to national matters of 
this magnitude, sometimes will act differently, and 
act apparently with more magnanimity, and more 
justice, than when a solitary and, perhaps, humble 
individual comes and presents his claim for con- 
sideration. Iam confident that Senators who ad- 
vocate this bill intend to do nothing bat what is 


right, but they are certainly (perhaps not appre- | 


ciating the position they occupy) acting differently 
upon this large scale from what they do upon asmall 


one. We have so frequently seen it the case here | 
at private individuals have asked for the pay- | 


Poni of interest when the debts have been with- 
held, and seen that interest refused, that we can- 
not help viewing with astonishment the proposition 
now to anticipate the obligations of the United 
States, and to pay nine years beforehand the in- 
terest before it is due. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Ihad not the pleasure of 
hearing all that my friend from Texas [Mr. Rusk} 
said the other day in his speech on this subject. 
I understood him, however, to set up a large claim 
against the United States for Indian spoliations. 
Now, if we pass this bill, and pay, as we shall 
pay under the bill, $1,800,000 over and above the 
principal, interest, and premium on the $5,000,000 
up to this time, will it be considered to that extent 
a credit upon that claim? fI have great faith in 
the honorable Senator from Texas, and I feel quite 
certain that he would not rise before the American 
Senate and assert that his State had a claim for a 
large amount of money, unless there was some 
foundation for it in justice. Now, I wish to ask 
him, if we pass this bill, and allow $1,800,000 
over and above the principal, interest, and pre- 
mium, up to this time, to what extent would it be 


a payment of the claim for Indian spoliations? | 
W ould it be, admitting for the sake of argument | 


that the claim for spoliations is just, a payment 
pro tanto, and to what extent? 

| Mr. RUSK. Ihave a few words to say in an- 
swer to the inquiry of the honorable Senator from 
Pennsylvania. I stated the other day, what I 
will not repeat except in general terms, that the 


State of Texas claimed about $4,000,000 from the 


Government of the United States for that amount, | 


or perhaps a larger amount, expended by the 
Republic of Texas prior to annexation, in defend- 
ing herself against Indians whom this Government 
acknowledged itself bound to restrain from com- 


mitting depredations. These expenditures were | 


made by Texas in consequence of the violation 
- by this Government of treaties forbidding its In- 
dians to war upon Texas, which violations went 
on for eightor nine years. 
I also stated that, during the pendency of the 
compromise measures, | endeavored to impress 
-upon the committee the force of this claim for the 
benefit of the creditors of Texas. 
itures constitute a part of the debt now in con- 
troversy. No provision in regard to it, however, 
was put into that act; ‘and in the releases which 


Texas made under the boundary act, she did not | 


release any claim for these depredations by the 
Indians of the United States. Now, sir, I be- 


` 


Those expend- | 


lieve. I know. pretty well the opinions -of the 
people of Texas, and it is.my decided conviction 
that the United States ought in good faith to pay 
this amount of money to these creditors; and if I 
understand the opinion of the people of Texas. 
they would be willing to submit. it to any-disin; 
terested tribunal you may appoint, on, full proo- 
to be made, to ascertain, the amount of thosf 
claims, and to pay them to the creditors of Texase 

It is a slight mistake to suppose that the prin- 
cipal, interest, and premium on the $5,000,000 
appropriated by the act of 1850, amount to only 
$6,500,000, because this will certainly not be ad- 
justed before the Ist of January next; and at that 
time, counting the premium at fourteen per cent., 
the principal, interest, and premium will amount 
to $6,700,000. The difference between that amount 
and the $8,500,000, which is $1,800,000, would 
be an advance. | have no sortof doubt in my 
mind, that whenever the United States choose to 
investigate and settle the claim in regard to the 
Indian depredations, Texas will allow thatamount 
to be deducted from the claim. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Before the vote is taken, I 
merely wish to state that the effect of the amend- 
ment is to put the bill in such g shape that Texas 
will not accept its principles. 

The question being@aken onthe amendment by 
yea and nays, resulted—yeas 18, nays 25; as fol- 
ows: 


YEAS-—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Butler, Chase, Dodge 
of Jowa, Douglas, Fessenden, Gillette, Hanter, Johnson, 


New Jersey, Wade, Walker, and Welter—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, 
Bright, Brodhead, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, 
Foot, Houston, James, Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Pearce, 
Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, and T'ou- 
cey—25. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made, as im Committee of the 
Whole, were concurred in. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to ask what is the 
meaning of the conclusion of the third section? It 
may be all right, but I do not know that I have 
a right view of it. It provides for the surrender 
of the evidences of debt, and that the creditors 
shall deposit their evidences of debt ‘* with the 
Treasury Department, for the benefit of those 
whom it may concern, until otherwise directed by 
Jaw.’ Is it understood that even this is not to be 
a final arrangement of this matter, so far as the 
Governmeny is concerned, or is it designed that it 
shall be a final adjustment? 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is intended that it shall be 
a final release, so far as the United States are con- 
cerned. In preparing that section, the committee 
decided that each creditor, on presenting his claim 


| for payment, should, on receiving the amount that 


he or she might be entitled to under the provisions 
of this act, enter on the back or face of the evi- 
dence thus presented the amount paid, with a full 
and final release of the United States forever, and 
the same to be left with the Treasurer of the 
United States, for the benefit of those interested. 
Certainly the United States is finally exonerated. 

Mr. WALKER. Then J have no objection to 
that phraseology. [ask for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 19; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, 
Brigit, Brodhead, Cooper, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, Fish, 
Foot, Houston, James, Johnson, Jones of Towa, Mallory, 
Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, 
Thompson of Kentucky, and Toucey,—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Butler, Chase, Dodge 
of Lowa, Fessenden, Geyer, Gillette, Hunter, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Mason, Shields, Slidell, Sumner, Thomson of 
New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, Walker, and Weller—19. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. i 
DAVID TOWLE. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


“the bill from the House of Representatives to | 


create and provide a pension for David Towle. 
It proposes to place his name on the pension 
roll, at eight dollars per month, from the 5th of 


April, 1848. 


Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Shields, Stunner, Thomson of *) 


‘The-petitioner,-on the J4th-o 
listed for-one year ascorporal i 
Captain Noah Haley, in thë thirt ed: 
of United States infantry commanded By G 
Isaac Lane, and on the 25th of May join 
regiment-at Saco; in Maine, and‘ was-afters 
marched to- Boston, Massachusetts; theni 
the 14th of August, was ordered for 
march of eighty miles in excessive h 
During the march, he: became so exh 
i worn down by the fatigue and: heat, th 
flammation of the kidneys and stoppage of. 
urine was produced, which eventuated in a chronies 
disease of the kidneys and ‘ureter, by which he is 
wholly disabled from obtaining a living by man- 
ual labor. ` Be 

The bill was reported to the. Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. ` S aT 

KANSAS AND NEBRASKA ACT... oi 


Mr. PETTIT. I move to take up for consid- 
eration the resolution which I submitted: on'Sat- 
urday last, to provide for printing ten thousand 
copies of the Kansas and Nebraska act. 29" 

Mr: SUMNER. [ suggest thatthat should-hot 
be taken up now. The Senator from Ohio: [Mr. - 
Cuase] has given notice of. an amendment.to-it, 
and I know that he has made some. prepiration 
with a view to that proposition... The Senate 
may not be precisely aware of it, and therefore I 
mention the fact. Of course the Senator from 
Ohio did not expect that this motion would come 
up this evening. i : 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Why? f 

Mr. SUMNER. For the reason that we-were 
in Executive session, and he supposed we should 
| continue in Executive session during the whole of 
the day. 

Mr. PETTIT. This resolution has been pend- 
ing for some time, and that objection hasbeen 
made half a dozen times, when I proposed to call 
it up. 1 know what the Senator from Ohio wishes 
to do.. He desires to amend the resolution’by 
providing for printing, with the bill, all the amend» ` 
ments which he and everybody else offered: to+ 
gether with all their votes upon them, ‘which 
would make a big book, and T aroseatislied the 
Senate would not agree to print it. -He can offer 
| it as an original proposition, and test the senseof 
the Senate upon it. If his amendment. were 
adopted, the book could not be printed until after 
the adjournment. I want this bill printed in 
order to put an end to the falsification thatthe 
true bill has not been published. J ask the Senate 
; to sustain their action, and to show to the people 
an authenticated copy of what they have enacted, 
| lt is complained in every part of the country that 
; they have not got that now. I ask the Senate 
now to take up the resolution, and order this 
printing, so that. we: may have it before we leave. 

The motion to take up the resolution wasagreed 
to, and the Senate proceeded to consider it, 

Mr. CASS. I wish the honorable Senator 
from Indiana would add to the number. ‘Ihave 
received many letters on that very point: ‘The 
law is not within the reach of the community, 
‘and we cannot do them any more proper and 
acceptable service than to give them the means of 
obtaining it. I would rather say twenty thou- 
sand. The additional cost will not be much. {t 
will make but a small pamphlet. a 

Mr. PETTIT. Ihave no objection to making 
the amount twenty thousand. I accept that 
amendment. : 

The resolution, as modified, w. 
follows: ` ; 

Resolved, That twenty thousand copies ofthe Kansasand 


Nebraska act, certified by the Secretary of State, be printed 
in parophlet form for the use of the Senate. 


SALARIES OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 


i 

| . Mr. DOUGLAS, I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Territories, to whom was referred the 
| House bill to increase the salaries of executive 
‘and judiciary officers in Oregón, New Mexico, 
i Washington, Utah, and Minnesota, to report. it 
| back. without amendment, and, recommend its 
passage. I also ask for its immediate considera- 
| tion. . : 

i The Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, pro- 
| ceeded to consider the bill.’ Jt preposes to- fix the 
| salaries of the chief justice and agsociate judges 
for Oregon, Washington, Utah, and New:Mexico, 
jat $2,500; and of the chief justice and-associats 


as agreed to, as 


J uly 22, 


judges ‘of Minnesota ‘to $2,000; t se t 
salary of'Governor of New Mexico to $3,000, and 
Of the ‘secretaries:of Oregon, Washington, Utah; 
and New Mexico, to $2,000.: en ats è 

The bill was reported to the Senate w 
amendment, ordered fo ‘a third r 
third'time, and passed. 

. MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A’ misssage was received from: the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed Senate bill au- 
thorizing thë extension of the Alexandria and 
Washington railroad into the District of Colum- 
bia, with amendments. 

` Also, that they had passed the following Senate 
bills and joint resolution: 

- A bill to confirm the claim of Dusuan de la 
Croix to a tract of land therein described; 

Bill for the relief of Charles Cooper & Co; 

Bill for the relief of James Dunning; 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Mitchell; 

Bill authorizing Victor Morass to relinquish | 
certain lands, and to enter thesame quantity else- | 
where; 

Bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Joshua Kennedy, deceased; 

Bill for the relief of John Phagan; 

Bill for the relief of Ezra Williams; and 

A resolution authorizing the Secretary of the | 
Territory of New Mexico to adjust and pay to i 
Juan C, Armijo, José L. Perea, and James L. 
Collins, the amount by them loaned to the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, 
under authority of a joint resolution of that body, 
approved June 17, 1851. 

aes that the House had passed the following 
bills: 

Bill for the relief of Captain George Simpton, : 
of Galveston; 4 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Gerard; | 
ei for the relief of D, C. Cash and Giles U. 

is; l j 

Bill authorizing the payment of balance of the | 
property accounts between the United States and | 
the State of New York, for military stores in the į 
war of 1812; 

Bill for the relief of Mra. elen Mackay, ad- | 
ministratrix of Lieutenant Colonel Æneas Mac- 
kay, latea deputy quartermaster in the United 
States Army. 


MADALENA VAN NESS. 


The bill for the relief of Madalena Van Vess, 
widow of Cornelius P. Van Ness, deceased, was 
read a second time; and, on motion by Mr, GEYER 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to apprepriate $9,000 to Mrs. Vah | 
Ness in consideration of services. rendered by ; 
ber husband, in the seizure of goods imported | 
into the district of Vermont, in violation of the | 
Jaws of the United States, during the years 1813 |} 
and 1814, while he was collector of the customs || 
for that district, for which services he did not re- ;! 
ceive the award provided by law in such cases. | 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered. to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


JOHN DONNELL AND SON. 


Mr. PEARCE. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to introduce a joint resolution for 
the relief of John Donnell & Son, 

Unanimous consent was given, and the joint 
resolution was read twice by its title. 

Mr. PEARCE. If the Senate will allow me to | 
make an explanation of two minutes, I think they |! 
will consent to act upon the resolution. {f there , 
be any objection, I shall, of course, yield. 

Several Sewarors. We are all in favor of it. 

Mr. PEARCE. If it can be passed without 
any objection, I shall not trouble the Senate. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment. 

Several Sewarors. Read it. 

‘It proposes to require the Third Auditor to re- 
open and adjust the claims of John Donnell & it 
Son, for damages sustained in consequence of the | 
sinking of the ships Chesapeake and Thomas Wil- | 
son for the defense of Baltimore in 1814—the ad- Hi 
justment to be under the Secretary of the Navy, || 
‘upon the principles laid down and acted upon in | 
the case of the Sciota and other subsequent cases | 
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by the Secretary of the Navy. 
Mr. PEARCE, 


I will state in two minutes the | 


‘and accounts, not heretofore adjusted, are to be | 


object of tie resolution. In 1830, Congress passed. | 
an act ‘authorizing payment to be-made for the 
vessels sunk at Baltimore for the defense of the 
city during the war of 1812, and agreed to- pay 
twenty-five per cent. upon the valué of the ships. 
I have inquired at the Treasury Department, and 
ascertained that upon all the other vessels they 
have paid the twenty-five er cent, valuation; but, 
for'some reason which l have not been able to as- 
certain, deductions were made on the valuation of 
these two vessels. Their method was to take the |! 
lowest estimate as the valuation on which they 
paid the twenty-five per cent.; but in regard to 
thése two they applied a different rule. The ob- 
ject of the resolution is ‘to put the adjustment of 
‘the account in regard to them upon the terms which 
Were applied to all the others, under the direction | 
of the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. CLAY. I dislike to interpose any objec- 
tion to the object of the honorable Senator, but I | 
must suppose that there was some good reason 
why a distinction was made against these parties; 
and hence I cannot agree that the resolution shall |: 
be passed now. 
mittee, and let them report upon it. They cer- 
tainly can ascertain some cause for the distinction. 
I therefore move that the resolution be referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


' RAILROADS IN IOWA, i 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I am directed by the į 
Committee on Public Lands to report back the 
bill ** making a grant of land to the State of lowa, | 
in alternate sections, to aid in the construction of 
certain railroads in said State,” and recommend 
its passage. I ask, as a favor to my colleague | 
and myself, that the Senate act upon it now. It |! 
is unanimously reported by the committee. i 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill, as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. The bill is precisely | 
such as it has been usual to pass, with the excep- |! 
tion that it has in it what is called the Cutting |! 
amendment, which restricts the grant of the land |! 
to the twenty miles, and to the completion of the |: 
road—an amendment which is understood to be |! 
necessary in order for the bill to receive the sanc- || 
tion of the President of the United States. An 
official intimation of that character was made to | 
the committee, and when the fact was made 
known, every member agreed to the necessity of 
so reporting the bill. It is precisely the bill which 
passed before, except that it is more restricted. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CAYUSE WAR. ; 
Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- |! 
ritories, to whom was referred the bill frorn the 
House, making appropriations to defray the ex- 
penses of the Cayuse war, reported it back with- 
out amendment, and asked for its immediate con- 
sideration. 
The Senate, accordingly, as in Committee of |: 
the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. Ñ 
It proposes to appropriate the further sum of |! 
$75,000 to pay the actual and necessary expenses | 
incurred by the provisional government of Oregon, | 
in defending the people of the Territory from the |: 
attacks and hostilities of the Cayuse Indians, in | 
1847 and 1848, and for such allowances for the | 
expenses of adjusting the claims on that account |: 
as the Secretary of the Treasury may deem proper, ; 
not exceeding five dollars per day to each com- | 
missioner, ‘Ihe Secretary of the Treasury is to 
pay out of the appropriation so much as may be 
necessary to liquidate the claims according to the 
reports of the commissioners heretofore appointed, 
and of the Governor of the Territory, that have 
been coriimunicated to Congress, and no claims 
are hereafter to be allowed on account of this war, 
which are not presented at the Treasury Depart- 
ment within the next fiscal year. All the claims 


settled and adjusted at such place and in such man- | 
ner as the Secretary of the Treasury may pre- 
scribe, and he is empowered. to reéxamine any 
award made, and to reduce the amount, if, in his 
judgment, founded on’ proof, it should be too 
much, 

Mr. WALKER. I ask the Senator from il- 
linois if he intends this as the final winding up of 
the matter relating to the Cayuse war ? 


$ 


I think it ought to go to a com- |! - 


: Toombs—22. 


| 1850, together with the interest. 
; if this motion to reconsider the vote on the pas- 
i Sage of the bill be agreed to, then to move the re- 


“Mr. DOUGLAS: Itis accompanied by a list 
of all the claims proved, and isa ‘final winding up. 

Mr. WALKER. Is there a clatise-in it declar- 
ing it to be final? : EES E s 

Mr. DOUGLAS. `I think 
lieve it is entirely right. f a 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading; 
réada third time, and passed. 

“5 >. COMMITTEE CLERKS. i 

Mr. EVANS. It has been brought-to my no- 
tice to-day, by the Secretary of the Senate, that 
some few days ago resolutions were passed fixing 
the salaries.of the officers of the Senate. Among 
them is one which was submitted, I believe, by 
the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Perrir,] which 


‘there’ is, and I be- 


| gives the clerks of committees five dollars a day 
i with twenty -per cent. added, commencing with 


the beginning of the session. Now, sir, in one 
instance a clerk was appointed on the 22d of May, 


| and if you give him pay from the commencement 
i of the session, you give him fifteen dollars a day. 


Mr. WELLER. That is rather too much. 
Mr. EVANS. That is one instance. I there- 
fore submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the clerks of’ committees of the Senate 
be paid from the day of their appointment, except those 
who were on duty from the beginning of the session. 

Mr. PETTIT. Let the resolution go over for 
the present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricut.]} 
It goes over, if objected to. 


Mr. EVANS. [have no objection to that. 1 
i want to bring the attention of the Senate to the 
matter. 
Mr. PETTIT. Iwantto be heard upon it. 


KANSAS AND NEBRASKA ACT. 

Mr. CHASE. While I was out of the Cham- 
ber, the resolution of the Senator from Indiana, 
[Mr. Ferit] ordering the printing of 10,008 
copies of the Kansas and Nebraska act was taken 
up and acted upon. I had stated that I had an 
amendment to submit to it. I have always been 
ready to submit it, but when the resolution was 
called up, other business had been pressing upon 
the attention of the Senate, and consequently it 
was not in my power to submit it. I now ask 
the Senate to reconsider the resolution, and allow 
me to submit the amendment. 

Mr. PETTIT. T object. 

Mr. WELLER. I voted in the affirmative on 
the adoption of the resolution. I move to recon- 
sider the vote. 

Mr. PETTIT called for the yeas and ‘nays, 
and they were ordered and taken, with the follow- 
ing result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Brodhead, Chase, Cooper, Fes- 
senden, ish, Foot, Gillette, Houston, Mallory, Rockwell, 
Stuart, Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller--16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Benjamin, 
Bright, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Johnson, Jonesof Iowa, Mason, 
Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Thompson of Kentucky, and 


So the motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, July 22, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. HENRY SLICER. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
TEXAS DEBT. 

Mr. CLAY. I ask the Senate to take up the 
bill reported by the Committee on Pensions some 
time since for the relief of the widow of James 
Batchelder. _ 

Mr. FOOT. I rise to a question which takes 
precedence of the motion of the Senator from Ala- 
bama. I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the Senate yesterday passed the bill ‘to provide 


; for the payment of such creditors of the late Rë- 


public of Texas as are comprehended in the act 
of Congress of September 9, 1850.” ae 

My object is not to defeat the bill. I am in 
favor of its provisions; that is, T am for the pay- 
ment of the $5,000,000 provided for by the act of 
My object is, 


consideration of the vote by which the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. Tf 
that shall carry, I shall move to reconsider the 


“ 


1854. 


vote by which the amendment of: the honorable 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. Caase] was ‘rejected. 
I voted against that: amendment, but upon reflec- 
tion lam satisfied that it was an inconsiderate vote. 
I desire that the amendment offered by the Sena- 
tor from Ohio shall be reached, and I desire to 
record my vote in favor of the amendment, and 
then to vote for.the bill. I will say in addition 
that, in my opinion, it willhave the effect to secure 
with greater certainty the passage of the bill in 
the other House. 
I will state my object again so that. Senators 
may fully understand it. Itis to'reach the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Ohio, to. strike 
out “ eight?” and insert “six,” soas to provide 
for the payment -of $6,500,000, which is the ori- 
ginal amount of the $5,000,000 provided for by 
the act of 1850, with interest and premium to this 
time. 
Mr. BRIGHT. Upon that motion I ask for 
the yeas and nays. i 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being |! 
t 


~ 


taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Chase, Clay, Dodge | 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, 
Geyer, Hamlin, Mason, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toombs, Wade, Walker, and Weller—i8. I 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Beli, Benjamin, | 
Bright, Brodhead, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, Gwin, Houston, | 
James, Johnson, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mal- 
lory, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Sebastian, and Stuart—22. H 

So the motion to reconsider was not agreed to, ; 
and the bill stands passed. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. CASS presented documents in relation to | 
the claim of J. G. Schwarr, late consul of the | 
United States at Vienna, praying compensation | 
for diplomatic services; which were referred to the | 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of Lorenzo 
Sabine and one hundred and sixty-three others, | 
citizens of Framingham, Massachusetts, praying | 
the repeal of the fugitive slave bill; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of men of Massachusetts, pray- 
ing the repeal of the act of Congress of 1850, known 
as the fugitive slave bill; which was ordered to lie |! 
on the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a petition of cit- 
izens of the United States, praying an appropria- 
tion for the repair of the wharves and piers at 
Marcus Hook, on the Delaware river, in the State 
of Pennsylvania; which was referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the memorial 
of James Thompson, of Louisville, Kentucky, | 
surviving partner of Strader & Thompson, pray- 
ing indemnity for losses sustained by reason of | 
the violation of their contract for carrying the 
mail, by the Post Office Department; which, to- 
gether with a memorial already on file in relation 
to the same claim, was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

BILL RECOMMITTED. | 

Mr. SLIDELL. Since the Committee on For- 
eign Relations made a report on the petition of | 
Mr. Sanford, chargé d’affaires at Paris, I have 
received, in regard to a portion of his claim, ad- 
ditional information. 1 therefore move that the 
bill reported for his relief, together with the report, 
be recommitted to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, with the additional papers which I now 
present. aH 

The motion was agreed to. f 


REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs: 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, |. 
widow of the late Colonel Æneas Mackay, deputy 
quartermaster general of the United States Army; | 

A bill for the relief of David C. Cash and Wiles | 
U. Ellis; and if 


A bill authorizing the payment of the balance | 
of the property accounts between the United |; 
States and the State of New York, for military | 
stores in the war of 1812. A 

The bill from the House, for the relief of the 
heirs of Joseph Gerard, was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


ROBERT GRIGNON. ; 
The bill from the House of Representst: 


the relief of Robert:Grignon, was read a first’ and 
second time by its title. ; 
Mr. WALKER. I ‘think. there is ‘rio neces- 
sity for the reference of that bill. 1f Tunderstand 
it, itis one which has once or twice passed the 
Senate heretofore. - | will ask my honorable col- 
league if itis not? P é 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Itis; and [hope 
it will be disposed of immediately. i 
Mr. WALKER. Then I ask the Senate to 
put the bill upon its passage now. i 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 
It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to Robert Grignon, the sum of 
$19,000, in full satisfaction of his claims against 


' the United States arising out of the treaty with 


the Menomonee tribe or nation of Indians, exe- 
cuted September 3, 1836, but before the money is 
paid the consent of the Menomonee tribe shall be 
obtained. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


| third time, and passed. 


CAPTAIN GEORGE SIMPTON. 
The bill from the*Elouse of Representatives, 
for the relief of Captain George Simpton, of Gal- 
veston, was read a first and second time by its 


i title. 


Mr. WELLER. I hope the Senate will agree 
to put that bill upon its passage now. | It has 
been pending for several years. The claim was 
originally reported for $3,000, and the bill hasnow 
passed the House of Representatives proposing 
to allow $1,600. As there can be no question as 


to the propriety of the payment, I hope the bill | 


will be put upon its passage. f 

There being no objection, the Senatè proceeded 
to consider the bill asin Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
to Captain Simpton $1,600, in full payment of his 
claim for indemnification tor loss of schooner 
Alert, whilst in the public service, during the war 
with Mexico. 

In the month of March, 1847, the French bark 
Jeune Nelly, of Havre, was captured as a prize 
by the United States steamer Hunter, commanded 
by Captain McLaughlin, while attempting to vio- 
late the blockade of Vera Cruz. George Simpton, 
being the owner of a schooner called the Alert, 
was at that time employed by the quartermaster 
to carry provisions from Sacrificios to Camp Ba- 
gara for the use of the division of the army under 
the command of General Twiggs. After the cap- 
ture of the French bark, the services of Captain 
Simpton, who was an efficient seaman and a skill- 
ful and experienced pilot, were required by Cap- 
tain McLaughlin for the purpose of taking the 
Hunter, with her prize, into harbor. 


March, and the wind being light, Captain Mce- 


Laughlin ordered the vessels to be taken into the į adeiphia, by fitting up and leasing the same. until: perma 


anchorage under Green Island, to remain until 
the morning. Before this was done, a severe 


While at- 


| were driven upon a reef by the violence of the 
| winds, although prompt and vigorous efforts were |, 
made by the officers and crew to savethem. The |: 


Hunter, with her prize, and the schooner Alert, 
were all wholly lost, the officers and men escaping 


vessel. 


| Hunter, to render assistance in securing a valua- | 
ble prize, and his own vessel was lost while thus | 


employed in the public serviee, the committee 
think that he is entitled to relief. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

PAMELA BROWN. 


4 


The cap- j 


ture was made late in the evening of the 20ih | 


| © norther” sprung up, and the pilot was ordered |: 
i to take the vessels into the harbor. 
j; tempting to execute this order, the three vessels 


1: transportation of supplies for the army from Sac- || 
vificios to Bagara, the Government would have |: 
ii incurred no responsibility for such loss; but as 

| Captain Simpton was called from his duties under’ 
i his contract, by the officer in command of the | 


‘ appropriation. 1 er 
: it are to be submitted to Congress, and then the 


announcing: that they: had: passed a: 
lief of Pamela: Brown; widow -of Major. 
Jacob Browns. of he. United: ; f 
cease. o o eai f 
» Mr. SHIELDS. 
its passage. o sc d ; yan 
Mr. JONES, of fowa. Ít is exact! same 
as the bill. which-has already passed the Senate.. 
e Mr. CASS. The passage of the bill w. 
no morethan a proper testimonial to.the: 
of General Brown. The House.of Repre 
tives have diminished one half the amount of pe 
sion. His widow has been in a state of penur 
and now, as. a proper mark of our gratitude 
his services, we ought to pass this bill, and as. a 
testimonial for what he did, and for those glorious 
feats of arms which he achieved in ‘the ger: 
his country: .» 0 betes = 
was read a first and second time by 


“Lhope that bill willbe 


The bill wa 
unanimous consent, and considered as in'Com 
tee of the Whole. Bein mec ene 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Int 
rior to place the name of Pamela Brown upon the 
roll of pensioners of the United States, at the rate 
of fifty dollars per month, to commence on. the Ist 
day of January, 1828, and to continue during life. 

The bill was reported to the S itho 
amendment, ordered toa third reading, 


time, and passed. - ; : 
BOSTON, PHILADELPHIA, AND NEW. YO 
COURT-HOUSES. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend, 
ments of the House to the bill of the Senate; to 
provide for the accommodation -of the courts: of 
the United States in the district of Massachusetts: 
The bill as it passed the Senate was as follows: 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and ‘he hereby is, 
authorized and empowered to provide necessary and: per~ 
manent accommodations for the courts of the United States; 
and. the officers connected with them,.in the district. of 
Massachusetts, by fitting up and leasing. the same for aterm ` 
of not Jess than tan years, or by purchase; provided that 
no purchase shall take place;except within the limits*ofaii 
appropriation to be made by Congress. `: ey 

The amendments of the House were’ to’ strike 
out ** Secretary of the Interior,’’ and insert ‘ Preg- 
ident of the United States,” © i rn ES 

To strike out after the word ‘necessary’ the 
words “and permanent;’’ to insert after the word 
‘* Massachusetts ’’ the words “and in the cities of 
New York and Philadelphia.’’ te u 

To strike out the words ‘for a term of not less 
than ten years, or by purchase; provided: that no 
purchase shall take place except within the-limits 
of an appropriation to be made. by Congress,?’ 
and insert ‘until permanent accommodations ca 
be provided as hereinafter proposed.” 
. And to add.an. additional section; so t 
bill, as passed by them, reads as. follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he hereby is, authorized and empowered to provide 
necessary accommodations for the courts.of the United 


States, and the officers connected with them, in the district 
of Massachusetts, and in the cities of New York and Phil: 


RK 


hat the 


nent accommodations can be procured as hereinafter pro- 
posed. i 2 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President be 


; authorized to procure, by purchase or otherwise, suitable 
: Sites for buildings to be used as court-houses. and post ofis 


| with great difficulty. Captain Simpton now asks |! 
i that he may be indemnified for the loss of his 


ces, in the cities of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, 
and that he prepare and submit to Congress, at as early a 


| day as practicable, plans and estimates for the sanie.” $ 


The title was amended so as to read: 0. 
Bill to provide for the accommodation of the 
courts of the United States in the districts of Mas- 


| sachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New. York. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I move the reference of othe 


1f this loss had occurred while in the perform- |; bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


ance of his contract with the Government for the |: 


Mr. SUMNER and Mr. BRODHEAD. f 
: hope not. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I-should feel exactly asthe 


| Senators from’ Massachusetts and Pennsylvania 


feel, if there was an appropriation in the bill fora 
sourt-house at the capital of the State which E 
represent. ae 

Mr. BRODHEAD. This bill authorizes: no 
The doings of the President under 


whole matter will come up. 


Mr. BRIGHT. [have read the bill, and I have 


> 


July 2 


to accommodate the circuit and. distiict courts of 
the United States and the post offices foe eae 

Mr BRODHEAD: I beg to assure'the honor: 
able Senator from Indiana tbat there are now no 
places in which: to ‘hold the United States courts 
in Philadelphia. In the large cities of Boston, 
New York, and* Philadelphia suitable ‘sites for 
post-offices-cannot be ‘obtained ‘from private indi- 
vidualas) o ; 3 : 
Mr BRIGHT. “It isso all over the West. 

“Mr. BRODHEAD. T hope that the motion of 
the Senator from Indiana will not prevail. Simi- 
lar bills have’ already passed the Senate. They 
have now ‘been included in one by the House. 
The bill authorizes the President of the United 
States to procure, by purchase, or otherwise, suit- 
able sites in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, 
for court-houses and post offices. It is absolutely 
necessary, as a measure of economy. It is right, 


a 


ate : ae hape of] 
because we are paying now more in the shape of | way place. 


interest than it would cost to purchase the build- 
ings. We are paying some $10,000, E think, for 
he post office in New York, and we cannot get, in 
Philadelphia, a suitable site for less than six or 
seven thousand dollars. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to ask the Senator a 
question entirely for information. Has this mat- 
ter, in regard to a site for the court-house in the 
city of Philadelphia, at any time during the pres- 
ent session, been before the Judiciary Committee 
of the Senate? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not know whether 
it has been before the Judiciary Committee of the 
Serate or not. I introduced a bill which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. In it there was a provision not only 
for a place for the courts, but for the post office at 
Philadelphia. It passed this body after the hon- 
orable Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Burier] 
made a few remarks in regard to it. A similar 
bill passed for the city of Boston. It is hardly 
right to say that if these provisions are necessary 
in the cities of Boston, New York, and Philadel- 
phia, every little town throughout the country 
must have similar provisions. You must have a 
court-house for the large cities where the principal 
business is done, and also one for-the post oflice; 
and if you do not have them, you will be obliged 
to pay for them either in the shape of rent, or pur- 
chase. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
lead to debate. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I am willing that it 
should be passed by for the present. [tis quite 
unnecessary to refer it. Itis well understood; and 
if the Senator from Virginia desires to press for- 
ward the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, I 
am willing, by common consent, to let this go over, 
so that Senators shall have the opportunity to con- 
sider it. 

Mr. BRIGHT, JY agree with much that is said 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania, There is an 
existing necessity for building court-houses at the 


It is obvious that this will 


points named, but T have no doubt that the very | 


same necessity exists in many other points of the 
United States, and that fact has been indicated by 
bill after bill being presented here, which still 
remain among our unfinished business. | have 
introduced into the Senate a bill proposing an ap- 
propriation to build a similar work at the capital 
of the State which I represent. The same neces- 
sity exists for building acourt-house at Louisville, 
St. Louis, New Orleans, Indianapolis, Detroit, 
Baltimore, and various other points that I might 


name, all over the United States. iF 


{ have no objection to this bill, provided itj 
comes in the right shape. My object in moving | 
the reference is, that the Judiciary Committee may 
cause an inquiry and examination into the pro- 
priety of purchasing sites at all the points where 
the district and circuit courts of the United States 
are now held by authority of law. I might say 
that in the capital of the State I represent, as the 
Senator said of Philadelphia, we have no place in 
which to hold the courts of the United States. 


The business of our supreme court has increased | 


to such an extent that they occupy the capitol at 
the. very time that the United States circuit and | 
district courts sit; and lately they have been sub- | 
jected to a great inconvenience to find a place at | 
which to hold the sittings. I wish to obviate that į 
difficulty, and I will join the Senator in obviating | 
it; by referring the matter to the Commitee on 


ji should know speedily what is to be done, so 


|| from no hostile feeling on my part, but simply to 


the Judiciary, so as to let them make an’ amend- 
ment to cover all the cases. ae ae 

-Mr. BRODHEAD. In regard.to the several 
places named by the Senator from Indiana, pro- 
vision is already made for the sitting-of the court 
in the custom-house erected there. 

Mr. BRIGHT. What places? : 

Mr. BRODHEAD. St: Lovis, Pittsburg, Cin- 
cinnati, if f am not mistaken, and, perhaps, Louis- 
ville. Be that as.it, may, proper places can be 
obtained in all those places, or nearlyall of themy 
for a reasonable rent; but, sir, in these large cities 
they cannot be obtained. The courts have re- 
cently been turned out of the State House in Phil- 
adelphia, in consequence of the consolidation whch 
has taken place, the city councils desiring to use 
the rooms occupied by the courts. 

The records are now in an unsafe place and con- 
dition. 1 believe the grand jury has been obliged 
to hold its sessions in some by- house or out-of-the- 
We must, therefore, rent a building 
for'an extravagant sum, or we must authorize a 
purchase. ‘There is nothing conclusive in this 
bill. We do not propose to give to the President 
of the United States absolute power to. bind the 
Government; he is to make the purchases and 
submit them, if I understagd the bill, to the next 
Congress, and then the subject will come up. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Why not make the same pro- 
vision in regard to other points? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. ‘These are the great com- 
mercial depots on this continent. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the bill will be referred, 
so as to get rid of this debate. 
can be carried on in the committee better than here. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is not necessary to re- 
fer it. 1 am willing to let it go over a day. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is time for us to take up 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. PRATT. I desire to say only one word. 
However important Philadelphia and Boston may 
be, as commercial points, 1 do not think the rep- 
resentatives from the States in which they are sit- 
vated will contend that they are more important 
than Baltimore. The United States own no court- 
house in the city of Baltimore. I think itequally 
important that one should be provided for them 
as for Boston and Philadelphia. I do not doubt 
the importance of having one in Philadelphia and 
Boston. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Then I ask my friend, 
why complicate this bill? Why not bring for- 
ward a separate measure, as I have done with this? 

Mr. PRATT. I understand the object of the 
bill is not to make a purchase, but to make an in- 
quiry. Then, why not have included in it the 
same inquiry in reference to Baltimore? I do not 
think an amendment to that effect would prevent 
its passage here. 

Mr. COOPER. Thope the reference will not 
be made. 1 would prefer that the bill should go 
overa day, and then dispose of it one way or the 
other, It is certainly very importagt that some 
i action should be had on this subject. We ought 
| to know whether the Government is disposed to 
| provide a place for holding the courts in Philadel- 
| phia, and a site for the post office. If they do | 
| not do so, they must resort to the expedient of 
| renting a place for holding the courts until a suit- 
able building is erected. The courts are now 
literally in the street; for since the consolidation 
of the city and exterior districts, the property of | 
the city has been taken possession of by the coun- 
cils, and the rooms which were used by the courts 
are now used as legislative chambers by the two 
branches of the councils. The courts have no 
| place to sit in; they are now occupying sometimes | 
one roomand sometimes another, as exigency re- 
| quires, The judges are very anxious that they 


| that they may rent suitable buildings, if the Gov- 
; ernment does not undertake to purchase or erect | 
: them. 
| Mr. HUNTER, What possible objection can | 
if 


there be to referring the bill? I hope it will be 
| referred and disposed of 
__ Mr. BRODHEAD. I hope the Senators from 
; Indiana and Virginia will consent to let it be post- 
| poned, and not referred, There is no necessity 
| for the reference. We understand the bill. 
| Mr. BRIGHT. The motion to refer was made 


| perfect the bill, and make it just towards all the 


The discussion į 


| States. 


The motion: to refer to. the Committee on the 
Judiciary was agreed to... © 5; p5 
: CHARLES LEE JONES. 

Mr. DAWSON. The Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred House bill for the 
relief of Charles Lee Jones, have directed me to 
report it back, and ask for its immediate ‘consider- 
ation. : a : 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. CORT 

It proposes to pay a sum not exceeding $2,000 
to Charles Lee Jones in full for his expenses and 
services in raising, subsisting, and transporting 
three companies of volunteers in the District of 
Columbia to serve in the war against Mexico. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

COMMITTEE VACANCY. y 

On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the vacancy created by the resignation of 
the Hon. Edward Everett in the committee on the atinos- 
pheric telegraph, be filled by the Chair. 

NEBRASKA AND KANSAS BILL. 

Mr. CHASE asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a joint 
resolution directing the printing of certain pro- 
ceedings and votes; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. 

DEATH OF GENERAL TOWSON. 

Mr. PEARCE. I beg leave to give notice to 
the Senate, that at three o’clock to-day } shall 
move that the Senate adjourn. I wish to say that 


| my motive in doing so is to enable the several 


members of the Senate to attend the funeral of 
the late Major General Towson, whose uncom- 
mon gallantry during the last war won for him 
such rare distinction, and whose long, and valua- 
ble, and faithful public service since have con- 
firmed and increased the reputation which he then 
acquired. I give this notice that the business of 
the Senate may be formed accordingly. 
THE CiVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred House bill for the 
relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, widow of the late 
Colonel Æneas Mackay, have instructed me to 
reportit back without amendment, and recommend 
its passage. 

Mr. HUNTER. I object to that. I want to 
look into the bill. I now move that the prior 
orders be postponed, for the purpose of taking yp 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the son~ 
sideration of the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, making appropriations for the civiland 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. BapneeR.) 
The Chair, with the consent of the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, will report the bill to 
the Senate without acting on the amendments re- 
ported from the committee, and let them be acted 
upon in the Senate $ 

Mr. HUNTER. That certainly will expedite 
the business, if the Senate will agree to do so. 
The amendments can be made in the Senate as 
well as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. STUART. Itis of no consequence. We 
can offer them as wellin the Senate asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The bili then 
will be reported to the Senate. The Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, have had under con- 
sideration a bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, and have 
made no amendments thereto. It is still open to 
amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest that the most ex- 
peditious, and the safest way for us to proceed, 
willbe to read the amendments, and, if any Sen- 
ator objects to any one, he can reserve that. 
Those to which no objection is taken can be voted 
upon in the gross, I willsuggest, in regard tothe 
amendments, that the committee have reported: a 
great many. Sometimes the Department have 
corrected their estimate; sometimes: we had to cor- 
rect them. Some were incorrect in the first. in- 
stance. I send to the Chair the modifications 
which we make in them, which Lask to have read, 
with the amendments that we propose. 


1854. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOI 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does.the Sen- 
ator propose that the amendments be read on 
until some one is objected. to, and then to take 
the vote? : i 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. | x 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will proceed to. read the amendments. | 

The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ments. Sa : 

The first was to reduce the appropriation for 
* horses and carriages,” in the items of contin- 
gent expenses of the House of Representatives, 
from $4,745 to $4,015. 


The next amendment was, under the caption 
“ Library of Congress,” to strike out the follow- 
ing clause: i 

For compensation of librarian, two assistant librarians, 
and messenger, $4,500, 
and insert in lieu of it: f 

For compensation of librarian, three assistant librarians, | 
and messenger, $8,000. 

The next was to add, after the last mentioned 
clause, the following: 

For compensation of librarian, assistant librarians, and 
messenger, for the year ending 30th of June, 1854, $2,700. 

The next amendment was to add, at the end of 
the appropriations for the library, the following: 

For the completion and the publication of the works of 
Thomas Jefferson, and pay of the editor of said work, 
$7,200. 

The next was to strike out— 

For compensation of the Secretary of State, the Assistant 
Secretary of State, clerks, messenger, and assistant mes- 
senger, in his office, $38,700, 
and ingert in lieu of it: 

For compensation of the Secretary of State, the Assistant 
Secretary of State, chief of foreign desk, examiner, mes- | 
senger, and assistant messenger, in his office, $48,200. 

The next was to insert, among the items “ for 
the incidental and contingent expenses of the De- | 
partment of State,” the following: 

For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent 
of the northeast Executive Building, $200. 

The next amendment was to add, after the ap- 
propriation “ for publishing the laws in pamphlet 
form, and in the newspapers of the States and 
Territories, and in the city of Washington, 
$18,525,” the words: 

And such sum shall be paid for publishing the laws in 
California, Oregon, and Washington, as the Seeretary of 
State may deem reasonable. 

The next was to strike out of the appropriation | 
“for extra clerk hire and copying’’ in the State 


Department, ‘¢ $2,000,” the words: f 
i 


Said clerks to be employed only during the session of ; 
Congress, or when indispensably necessary, ta enable the 
Department to answer some call made by either House of 
Congress at one session to be answered at another. 


The next amendment was to strike out: | 
For printing and paper for the Department of State, $200. | 
The next amendment was to insert at the end | 
of the appropriations for the State Department: | 


For the purchase of fifty sets of Howard’s Reports of | 
the Decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, | 
$3,500. i 
& Forthe purchase of copies of the reports of the Supreme 
Court and Opinions of the Attorneys General of the United : 
States for the Exceutive offices of the Territories of Kansas 


and Nebraska, $450. | 
The next amendment was to strike out the | 
item: | 
For compensation of the superintendentand four watch- | 
| 

| 


men of the northeast Executive Building, $2,250. 
and insert: 

For compensation of four watchmen of the northeast ; 
Executive Building, $2,400. 

The next amendment was to strike out all the | 
appropriations contained in the bill for the com- | 
pensation of the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, the Treas- 
urer, the various Auditors and Comptrollers, the j 
Register, and Solicitor of the Treasury, the | 
Commissioner of Customs, and the clerks and | 
messengers in their offices, and the clerks and mes- | 
sengers employed by the Light-House Board, and | 
in lieu thereof insert: 


For compensation of the Secretary of the Treasury and | 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, messenger, 
and assistant messenger in his office, $46,650. | 

For compensation of the First Compiroller, and the clerks | 
and messenger in his office, $30,500. 

For compensation of the Second Comptroller, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, $26,150. 

For compensation of the First Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $37,900. | 


For compensation of the Second Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $34,900. 


For compensation of the Third Auditor; and ‘the clérks 
and messengers in his office, .§:21,850, 

For compensation of the Fourth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $27,700. s ; on 

For compensation of the fifth Auditor; and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $15,550. 3 Eoy 

For compeusation of the Auditor of the Post Office De-. 
partment, and tbe clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
ger in bis office, $163,300. a ah i 

For compensation of the Treasurer ofthe United States, 
and the clerks and two messengers in his office, one ad- 
ditional messenger being hereby created therefor, $26,900. 

For compensation of the Kegister of the Treasury, and 
the clerks and messenger in his office, $51,700. 

For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treasury, and 
the clerks and messenger in his office, $16,850. 

For compensation of the Commissioner of Customs, and 
the clerks and messenger in his office, $19,750. 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger of the 
Light House Board, $8,550. 

The next amendment was to insert under the 
heading of ‘“ contingent expenses of the Treasury 
Department,” the following: 

For additional for disbursing clerks and superintendents 
of Executive buildings provided in the third section of the 
act of 3d March, 1853, entitled “ An act making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” for the Treas- 
ury Department, $600. 

The next umendment was to strike out the fol- 
lowing: ; 

For paper and printing of the Treasury Department, in- 
cluding paper, printing, and binding the annual “ Statement 
of Commerce and Navigation,” and for paper and printing 
the annual “ Estimates of Appropriations,” $17,2u0. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
compensation of eight watchmen of the southeast 
Executive building, from $4,000 to $4,800. 

The next was to reduce the appropriation for 
the compensation of the Secretary of the Interior, 
and the clerks, messengers, and laborers in his 
Office, from $29,800 to $28,400. 


The next was to insert as the first item of con- 


tingent expenses in the office of the Secretary of ji 


the Interior: 
For pay of laborers, $1,095. 


The next was to increase the appropriation for 


compensation of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and the recorder, draughtsman, as- 
sistant draughtsman, clerks, messengers, and as- 
sistant messengers in his office, from $139,550 to 
$165,050. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I wish to inquire of 
the Senator trom Virginia if the pay of the packers 
has been increased? 

Mr. HUNTER. The pay of the packers, I 
believe, has not been increased. I will state, 


generally, in regurd to the laboring force of the | 


Departments, that the committee have put the 
principal messengers of the Departments proper 
at nine hundred dollars a year each, and the as- 
sistant messengers at seven hundred and fifty 
dollars; so that all the messengers get either the 
one or the other. 

We have put the laborers in the Departments at 
forty dollars a month, thus giving them four hun- 
dred and eighty dollars a year. 

We have applied this rule throughout. It is a 
reduction in some cases and an increase in others. 
I have not been able to say in what instances the 
amounts are reduced. 


tion in the Land Office for one. Some laborers 


| are increased and others diminished; and such 
must be the effect of any uniform rule. 


Whenever 
you establish a uniform rule, it must be somewhere 
between the extremes. I think i can state, in re- 
gard to the packers, that they receive the same 
pay as the assistant messengers, $750. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ments. 


The next was to reduce the appropriation for | 


compensation of six laborers in the General Land 
Office, from $3,000 to $2,190. 


The next was to increase the appropriation for 
compensation of the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant 


messenger in his office, from $27,800 to $29,900. 


The next amendment was to add at the end of 
the appropriations for the Indian Office, the follow- 
ing: 

For rent of building on Seventh street, for the office of 
Indian Affairs, commencing the 12th of June, 1854, at 
$1,200 per annuin, $1,263 33. 

For compensation of four watchmen for building occu- 
pied by the office of Indian Affairs, commencing the 15th of 
June, 1854, $2,300. 

The next amendment was to strike out the fol- 
lowing: 


I believe there is a reduc- | 


- Por compensation‘of the Commissione 
the clerks and: messengers in‘his.office, 800,800 
_ For compensatiog to thirt ry cl 
the office of ibe Commi 
H vided, “That no Glerk shall: 
$3 334 per day 
and insert in-lieu: thereof. 
For compensation ofthe Con 
the clerks and:four messengers in: his office, $108,200 
+: Mr. PRATT» Dot understand that the griend> 
| ments which-are now being ready tó which no ‘ab= 
jections are made, are to: be considered as agreed 
to? Are they tobe voted on without explanation ? 
- The PRESIDING OFFICER.: The Senator 
from Virginia proposed that as therėwereagriat 
many amendments, all should be read: together, 
: and those to which there was no objection:should 
be considered as agreed to. Don, Ne Poa s 
Mr. PRATT. : This amendment, F think, ‘re- 
quires some explanation. . I-sée that.an appropri- 
ation of $31,300 is proposed to: be stricken outs 
and one of over $100,000: to ‘be inserted.: F-should 
like to know the reason for sucha. large dis š 
ancy. ees 
Mr. HUNTER. Iwil state generally thatww: 
have had to reconstitute this bill nearly, as it came 
from the House. In the bill as it came towsythe 
salaries for all the clerks’ were. appropriated:.ac~ 
cording to the old law, and not according to’ the 
law passed at this session, which was-introduced 
by the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr; Apams.] 
We had accordingly to change all these items ‘as 
to amounts, and to some extent the: phraseology 
of the bill. All these amendments are according 
to estimates, and are, all of them, according to the 
reformed estimates made up at the Departments, 
on the basis of the act which has been passed: 
providing for additional salaries for the clerks. 
Mr. ADAMS. l understood. from the chair- 
i man of the Committee of Ways and Means of — 


recéive 
aE 


: the House of Representatives, that the reason why 
that committee reported the bill in the mannerin 
which they did, was, that they had not ‘received 
the new estimates from the Departments at the 
| time they reported it, and therefore’ were .com- 
pelled to take the old estimates. Se then Berek 
Mr. CASS. I suppose thatthe. appropriation 
of $31,000, to which the Senator from. Maryland 
alluded, of course never could have included. all 
i thé clerks in the Pension Office under any; law 
Mr, PRATT. The explanation is satisfactory. 
The Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ments, À 


‘| The next was to strike out of the 


provision for 
| the contingent expenses of the Pension Office the 
| folowing: 
For engraving bounty land warrants, $5,000 5 
For stationery, $2,500; 
For binding books, $1,000 ; 
For farniture, $500; i : 
For miscellaneous items, $1,000. Ree eS ae 
And to insert in lieu thereof: 
For engraving and printing bounty Jand certificates, 
$5,000, : r à š 
For stationery, $3,000 ; 
| Por binding books, $2,000 5 
| For furniture, $500 5 
| For miscellaneous items, $5,000 5 
i For compensation of Jaborers, $1,500. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to ask at this point, 
as we are now on the appropriations in. reference 
ito the Department of the Interior, whether it is 
| contemplated to add a provision for the appoint- 
‘ment of an Assistatt Secretary of the Interior ? 
| I do not wish to embarrass the honoraplé Senator 

from Virginia; but I have an amendment to that 
| effect which I intended to: propose. The object 
| of it is to create an Assistant Secretary in the In- 
| terior Department, the same as in the Treasury 
|i and State Departments. {think that this would 
| probably be a proper place for itto come in. I 
l hold in my hand a letter of the Secretary of the 
| Interior to the Committee on Retrenchment—not 
‘| to the Committee on Finance, of which the ton- 
| orable Senator from Virginia is chairman—in 
i which he urgently recommends the creation of 
I| such an office. He says the duties of the Depart- 
ment have inéreased in such a ratio’ that it. has 
become almost absolutely necessary to have this 
| responsible officer appointed. If the honorable 
Senator will permit me, I will offer that-amend- 
ment. | presume he will mske no objection,” , 

( Mr. HUNTER, I will state in regard to that, 
that no estimate for that purpose has been-sub- 
mitted to us by the Secretary. of the Interior. I 
understood from him, in a conversation, that there 
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had-been a conference between: the Secretaries of 
the Interior, War, and the Navy, whether they 
should apply to have a grade of Assistant Secre-, 
tarieg created, sitnilar to. those. in..the State and 
Treasury Departments. I understood: from hint 
that if they came to any.determinatioi in relation; 
to.it, they would address.a letter to the Committee 
on- Finance: on the. subject... We have received 
nothing,from them in relation to the matter; and 1 
supposed the-whole thing was laid by for recom- 
mendation at a subsequent period. , 

‘Now, sir, it would not do, probably, to create 
this office in the Department of the Interior with- 
out going further, because there have been recom- 
mendations in other: Departments. There have 
been.:recommendations for an increase of the 
salaries of the first clerk in the War Department, 
If--he.is to. be considered as an assistant secretary, 
the salary recommended isnot too large; but if he 
be considered as: a clerk, itis too great. | under- 
stood the different Secretaries were considering 
whether they would recommend the creation of 
this grade of office. Until that is done, 1 shall be 
unwilling to take the Department of the Interior 
alone... | hope the Senator will not press that 
amendment. It can come in as aseparate and in- 
dependent amendment hereafter, when we have 
disposed of the amendments of the committee. 
By withholding it until that time, he will have an 
opportunity to inquire whether there is any gen- 
eral plan on the subject. 

` Mr. SHIELDS, I am aware that there has 
been some misunderstanding in relation to this 
matter, The intention. of the Secretary was to 
address the committee of the honorable Senator 
from Virginia on the subject; but Ihave had com- 
municated to me a very strong recommendation, 
which hag been addressed to another committee |; 
perhaps by mistake. I will not press the amend- | 
ment at this time under the circumstances. 

Mr. HUNTER. It can be offered as a separate 
amendment when we are through with the amend- 
ments of the committee. | 

Mr. SHIELDS. Very well. 

The Secretary continned to read the amend- 
ments of the committee. 

The next was to strike out the appropriation of | 
$8,000 for paper and printing for the Interior De- 
partment, 

“The next was to insert, as the first item under 
the heading, ‘* for the general purposes of the De- 
partment of the Interior,” the following: 

« Foradditional fordisbursing cterksand superintendents 
of Executive buildings, provided in the third section of the 
actof the 3d of March, 1853, entitled ‘An act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’ for 
the Department of the Interior, #600, 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of four watchmen for the east- 
ern wing of the Patent Office, occupied by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, from $2,000 to $2,400. 

Mr. COOPER. I wish now to call the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia to the clause 
making provision for the compensation of the 
Fourth Auditor, and the clerks and messengers |} 
in his Department. I did not advert to it at the || 
time it was read by the Secretary; but I find the 
amount appropriated by the bill, as it came from 
the House, for that office, was $25,200. I have 
a letter from the Fourth Auditor, Mr. Dayton, 
from which 1 perceive that he has recommended a 
larger appropriation than that, in order to provide 
for the salaries, as arranged by the bill lately 
passed. I wish to inquire whether provision is 
made in this case for the payment of the increased 
salaries of the clerks? 

Mr. HUNTER. It is made. Thatis the cause 
of these numerous amendments. We had to 
change the appropriations as made by the House, | 
which. were founded on the old grade of salaries. | 
We made the changes so as to give the clerks the 
increased salaries allowed by the law passed in 
May last. 7 

Mr. COOPER.. That is satisfactory. 

The Secretary continued to read the amend- |! 
ments of the committee. 


The next was to insert before the appropriations 

t for Surveyors General and their clerks” the fol- 
lowing: 

For the preservation of the collections of the Exploring 
Expedition. 
: For compensation. of Keepers, watchmen, and laborers, 
2,980, 

r For contingent expenses, $100. 


| of them with less expenditure. 


! office, from $20,750 to $22,650. 


i in reference to this amendment, but to others of a 
i! similar character, which appear to be an increase 


į from Mississippi, (Mr. Apams,}] which became the | 
i law. 


| to $16,350. 


‘ master General from $10,900 to $12,350. 


|| the clerks and messenger in the office of the Com- 


. Mr- PRATT- H $ understand that, amend- 
ment, the expenditure proposed by it isan annual 
one for the preservation of the collections of the 
Exploring Expedition. |. a a 

Mr: HUN ER. The Senator from Maryland 
over the way [Mr.Pzarce] can explain this 
matter. f : 

Mr. PEARCE. . These collections have been, 
from the time they were received in this country 
down to the present period; under the charge of 
the Library Committee, who are very anxious to 
get rid of that responsibility. But there are other 
reasons why they should be transferred to the 
Commissioner of Patents. They are in the Patent 
Office building, they are under his eye. Heis the 
proper officer to take careof them. He takes care 
of other things which are connected with them. 

. The sum appropriated, I will remark, is rather 
more perhaps than has been heretofore expended 
by the Library Committee for that purpose; for 
the reason that it will be necessary to erect addi- 
tional buildings, and necessary to have an addi- 
tional watchman, as there is now nothing to pre+ 
vent burglars from getting into so much of the 
building asis now going on. I believe that all the 
allowances are economical; and I am very sure 
they are below those made in other Departments 
of the Government. If we do not appropriate this 
money here, we shall have to appropriate the same 
sum of money to be expended under the care of 
the Library Committee. That is the only differ- 
ence. That committee is not the proper body to 
take charge of the matter. They are not an ex- 
ecutive body properly. 

Mr. PRATT. | called attention to the matter, 
because it struck me as being rather singular that 
there should be an annual appropriation of about 
$3,000, for the purpose of preserving the curios- 
ities collected by the Exploring Expedition. I do 
not know whether they are worth to the Govern- 
ment this annual expense. I only desired the ex- 
planation, as it struck my mind as curious. 

Mr. PEARCE. As long as wekeep them, we 
must take care of them, and we cannot take care 
These are very 
interesting objects. ‘There are one hundred and 
twenty thousand people who visit that building an- 
nually, and it seems to me that this isa very small 
expenditure to afford so much gratification to our 
people. 

The Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ments. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of the Superintendent of the 
Public Printing, and the clerks and messenger in 
his office, from $6,595, to $9,595. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
compensation of the Secretary of War, and the 
clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his 


‘The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of clerks and messengers in the 
office of the Adjutant General from $11,600 to 
$14,750. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I desire to inquire, not merely 


of these appropriations, whether the amendments 
are proposed merely to carry out the provisions 
of existing laws, or whether they are an increase 
of salary to that extent? 

Mr. HUNTER. These amendments are only 
carrying out the law. They are necessary to 
make the appropriation for the increase of salaries 
as provided by the bill introduced by the Senator 


In order to provide for that increase of sal- 
ary, we have had to report in favor of the change 
of these appropriations. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Quartermaster General from $14,000 


‘Lhe next was to increase the appropriation for 
the clerks and messenger in the office of the Pay- 


The next was to increase the appropriation for 


missary General of Subsistence from $8,000 to 
$9,350. i 
The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the clerks and messenger in the office of the Chief 
Engineer from §7,400 to $8,150. 
The next was to increase the appropriation for 


the clerks and messenger in the office of the Sur- 
geon General from $4,400 to $5,150. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the clerks and messenger in the office of the- Col- 
onel of Sopographical Engineers from $5,600 to 
$9,950. - 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the clerks and messenger in the office of the Col- 
onel of Ordnance from $10,400 to $12,150. 

The next was to strike out the appropriation of 
$2,400 for printing and paper for the War Depart- 
ment. 

The next was to insert, as the first item under. 
the head ‘for the several purposes of the North- 
west Executive Building,” the following: 

For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent of 
Executive Building, provided in third section of the act of 
the 3d of March 1853, entitled ‘‘ An act making appropria- 
tious for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 


for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” for the War 
Department, 4200 : 


The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of four watchmen of the North- 
west Executive Building, from $2,000 to $2,400. 

Mr. BELL. {wil ask the Senator from Vir- 
ginia whether that sum of $2,400 includes the in- 
creased compensation which would be required to 
place those watchmen onan equal footing with 
the ‘watchmen and messengers provided for by 
former acts of Congress when these were omitted? 

Mr. HUNTER. My impression is that this 
does putthem on an equal footing. There was 
| an addition made which was due to them on ac- 
count of the bill of the Senator from Mississippi, 
as { said before. Four hundred dollars are added 
here to the item ag it came from the House on ac- 
| count of that bill, to the benefits of which they 
are entitled. I cannot say positively that all the 
watchmen in the Executive buildings receive the 
same sum. I am inclined to think that they do 
now; but I shall be able to inform the Senator be- 
fore the bill is disposed of. 

The next was soto amend the following pro- 
vision: 

For rent of house on. northwest corner of F and Seven- 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 
| War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, $21,875. 

For compensation of superintendent and four watch- 


men of the building corner of F and Seventeenth streets, 
$2,250. : 
| —as to make it read: 

For rent of house on northwest corner of F and Seven- 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 
War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, $82,375 ; 
and the Secrelary of War ishereby authorized to lease said 
building, or some other, fora term not exceeding five years, 
at the rent herein authorized, if in his judgment the same 
shalt be for the public interest. 

For compensation of four watchmen of the building on 
the corner of F and Seventeenth streets, $2,600. 


The next was to increase the appropriation for 
compensation of the Secretary of the Navy, and 
the clerlis, messengers, and assistant messengers 
in his office, from $27,100 to $28,700. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the salaries of the Chief of the Bureau of, Ord- 
nance and Hydrography, and the clerks and mes- 
senger in his office, from $10,000 to $11,650. 

The next was to increase the appropviation for 
the salary of the Chief of the Bureau of. Navy- 
Yards and Docks, and of the civil engineer, clerks, 
and messenger in his office, from $13,700 to 
$14,850. f 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
ihe compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of 
; Construction, Equipment, and Repairs, and of the 
chief naval constructor, engineering chief, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, from $20,800 to 
$22,550. i 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
clerks and messenger in the Bureau of Provisions 
and Clothing from $7,300 to $8,150. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for. 
the compensation of the Chiefof the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, and the clerks and mes- 
senger in his office, from §7,900 to $8,350. 

The next was to strike out “ for printing and 
| paper for the Navy Department, $2,000.” y 
V The next was to insert among the appropria- 
| tions, “for the general purposes of the Southwest 

Executive Building,” the following: 

-For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent of 
Executive Building, provided in the third section of the 
act of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled “An act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’for 
the Navy Department, $200. 
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“The next: was to increase the appropriation for 
compensation of four watchmen of the Southwest 
Executive Building, from $2,000. to. $2,400. 

The next was to strike out. the following: 

For compensation of the Postmaster General, three AS- 
sistant Postmasters General, and theclerks, messenger‘ as- 
sistant messengers, and watchmen of said Department, 
$124,400. : a 
and to insert in lieu thereof 

For compensation of the Postmaster General, three As- 


sistant Postmasters General, and clerks and niessengers of 
said Department, 150,150. ; 


_ The next was to insert among ‘the appropria- 
tions for contingent expenses of the Post Office 
Department the following: 


For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent of 
Executive Building, provided in the third section of the act 
of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled, “An act making appropri- 
ations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” for the Post 
Office Department, $200; 

For compensation of three watchmen for the Post Office 
Building, $1,800. j 


The next was to strike out this clause: 


For printing and paper for the Post Office Department, | 


$1,000, 


The next was to insert, at the end of the appro- | 


priations for th 


f e Executive Departments, the fol- 
lowing: ; : 


For paper and printing for the Executive Departments, | 


including paper, printing, and binding the annual “ State- 
ment of Commerce and Navigation,” and paper, and print- 
ing the annual ‘t Estimates of Appropriations,’ $30,800. 


The next was to amend the following clause, 


among the appropriations for New Mexico: “ For | 


contingent expenses of said Territory, $1,000;”’ 
so as to make it read: 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, including the 
compensation of the person employed by the Governor as 
a translator, $1,500. 

The next was to insert in the provision appro- 
priating $20,000 for the compensation and mileage 
of the members of the Legislative Assembly of 
New Mexico, its officers, clerks, and contingent 
expenses, the following: 

Including the compensation of the person employed by 
the Governor to revise and correct the laws of New Mex- 
ico, and the expense of printing the same. 

The next was to add to the appropriations for 
the Territory of New Mexico the following: 


_ To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay for the 
preservation of the archives of the Territory from May 5 
to September 9, 1852, $420. 


The next was to strike out of the appropriations 
for Washington Territory the following: 


For salaries of Governor, Superintendent of Indian Af- 
fairs, three judges, and secretary, $10,500, 


and in lieu thereof to insert: 


For salaries of Governor, Superintendent of Indian Af- 
fairs, three judges, and secretary, $11,500; it being hereby 
provided that the respective salaries of the Governor and 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs be increased to $2,000 per 
auoum. 


The next was to add to the appropriations fo 
Washington Territory the following: 


To reimburse the fund appropriated to defray the pay and 
mileage of members of the Legislative Assembly, and the 
contingent expenses thereof, the amount fraudulently taken 
from said fund by Henry V. Colter, and to relieve Charles 
H. Mason, secretary of said Territory, from his liability 
therefor, $2,000. 

` For compensation and expenses of commission to frame 
a code of laws for the Territory, $2,500. 


For the completion of the geological reconnoissance of 


the Territory of Washington, and to make detailed exam- 
inations iu the coal and mineral regions thereof, $10,000. 

The next was to insert, after the appropriation 
for the payment of district judges, the following: 

For compensation of the district judge of the southern 
district of California, commencing the 23d of January, 
1854, $4,028 88. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
salaries of the Attorney General, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, from $12,300 to 
$19,900. 

The next was to amend the clause ‘ for salary 
of the reporter of the Decisions of the Supreme 
Court, $1,300,” by adding to it: 

If only one volume of the reports shall be published ; and 
in case the Supreme Court shal! direct him to publish two 
volumes, then the sum of $1,300 for each volume so pub- 
ished. 

The next was to insert, after the appropriation 
for the purchase of a custom-house site at Prov- 
idence, Rhode Island, the following: 

For the completion of the custom house at San Fran- 
cisco, California, including all expenses of filling in, piling, 
sewers, drains, pavements, inclosure, gateways, the extin- 


| dispute, but the State of California has consented | 


i vision to strike out all after “ 1853,” down to 


: fore the said purchase is completed, the State of New York |} 


| and property, and shall, by law, exoncrate the same aird the ; 
| property of the United States thereon, from all taxes, levies, |! 


guishment of private claims for the possession of the Kole 
or any part thereof, and contingencies incident thereto, 
$163,386 09.” es 
Mr. STUART. I should like to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance whether 
that is intended to cover what I understand has ; 
been a compensation agréed upon by. the State of 
California, and the United States respecting the | 
custom-house lot in San Francisco ? | 
Mr. HUNTER. This doés not cover that. | 
There is another appropriation for it. This is | 
designed to finish the custom-house, to finish the | 
foundation, filling in, and piling to complete the | 
foundation. i dasi 
Mr. STUART. The present work, as I un- | 
derstand it, is upon a lot which is in dispute. 
Mr. HUNTER. It is upon a lot that was in | 


to accept a certain amount which is appropriated 
here. 

Mr. STUART. That is what I wished to in- 
quire, whether the bill contained a provision which | 
was to satisfy the State on that subject? | 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir, it does. j 

Mr. WELLER. . The Legislature of the State | 
of California passed an act requiring the prop- | 
erty to be appraised, and providing for its trans- | 
fer to the United States on this Government pay- | 
ing one half that appraised value. j 

Mr. STUART. So I understood. i 

Mr. WELLER. The lot was: appraised by | 
competent persons at $300,000, and therefore | 
would be transferred to the Federal Government | 
for $156,000. ji 

Mr.STUART. So I understood,and I wished | 
to know whether the bill contained a provision į 
which was to perfect that title. 

The Secretary resumed the reading of the com- ; 
mittee’s amendments. The next was, in the pro- | 
vision requiring a valid title to the first obtained, ; 
and a cession of jurisdiction by the State where || 
any building appropriated for by the act was to | 
be erected, before any of the moneys appropriated | 
hereby, to strike out the words “ for any building -| 
mentioned in this act,” and to insert ‘ by this act 
for any custom-house or marine hospital,” and to | 
strike out the words * in this act” ina subsequent | 
part of the same proviso. , ; 

The next was to insert after the appropriation į 
for the Pittsburg custom-house, the following: 

For the erection ofa building for a boarding station at | 
Pass a POutre, Louisiana, $8,500: Provided, That no ! 
part of said sum shali be expended until the tite to the | 
Jand selected as the site of said building be first secured to | 
the United States. 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase, for i 
the use of the United States, the land and buildings there- | 
on, constituting the boarding station at the southwest pass | 
of the Mississippi river, $3,500: Provided, ‘That no part of į 
said snm shall be expended until the title to said Tand be së- 
cured to the United States, and the consent of the Legisla- | 
ture of the State of Louisiana obtained to said purchase. 

‘The next was to insert, after the last amend- | 
ment, the following: | 


For the construction of an appraiser’s store on a portion | 
of the square selected for the custom-house at San Fran- | 
cisco, California, including the expense of piling for the i 
foundation thereof, by contract or otherwise, as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury may deem best, $100,000.: Provided, | 
That the same restrictions regarding the completion of said | 
work with the sum hereby appropriated, as are contained `| 
in this act, concerning the erection and completion of 
custom-houses and marine hospitals, shall be applicable 
thereto. 


The next amendment was in the following pro- 


“ Congress ’—[the wordg to be stricken out are || 


in brackets.] i 


For the purchase of the lots or parcels of land, with the : 
appurtenancesand the buildings thereon, belonging, the one . 
thereof to the Bauk of Commerce, and the other thereof to ; 
the Bank of the State of New York, and particularly re- `i 
ferred to and described in two contracts, one with each of | 
said banks, for te leasing und right to purchase the same, |! 
bearing date the 19th of August, 1853: [ Provided, That be- 


shall cede to the United States jurisdiction over said land || 


and assessments thereon, whilstthe same remains the prop- | 
erty of the United States, $530,000: Provided, however, That | 
no part of this appropriation is to be used until the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury has entered into anegotiation with the | 
Jessors of the lot in question to get rid of said lease; and ; 
also has ascertained upon what terms said lease can be dis- | 
posed of; and has reported the result of said negotiation to | 
the next session of Congress.} II 
i 
va 
| 


posed to be stricken out, the following: 


this proviso: 


‘| a' negotiation with the lessors of the lot in question to 


And to insert, in lieu of the provisoes thus pro 
Five hundred and thirty thousand dollars, with interest i 


ereby a 


reas! 


gage, as may be-sold to satis 
ceeding the amount of said Hen. ` : 

Mr. BRODHEAD. ‘I-desire to mal 
quiry and aremark respecting the proposed àr 
ment.in reference to the purchase of a’site fe 
assay Office in the State of New York, -T observe 


ii that the Committee on- Finance: propose to.make 


an amendment to the House bill by striking out 


Provided, That, before the said purchase is completed; 
the State of New York shall cede to the United States juris: 
diction over said land and property, and shall, by law, €x- 


;| Onerate the same, and the property of the’ United States 


thereon, from all taxes, levies, and assessments’ thereon, 
whilst the same remains the property of the United States: 
Provided, however, That no part of this appropriation: is to 
be used until the Secretary of the Treasury hasentered into 


rid of säid lease; andalso has'ascertained upon what të) 
said lease can be disposed ‘of, and has reported the result’of 
said negotiation to the'next session of Congressi °° 
It is as to this amendment of the Committee-on 
Finance to this portion of the bill that: desire to: « 
make an inquiry.. Ido not exactly understand 
why the House of Representatives inserted. the 
provision now proposed to be stricken out, unless 
the House believed that the sum of $530,000 was 
too large a compensation for the building and 


i ground. The House must have acted.upon the 


idea that it was too large a compensation, other: 
wise they would not have directed. the Secretary 
of the Treasury to enter into negotiations withthe 
lessors to get clear of this conditional: purchase. 
Now, I should like to know from the Committee 
on Finance why it is proposed to strike out this 
provision which was. inserted by the House of 
Representatives? It seems to me that it wasa 
very good proposition. E E 

Mr. PRATT. Before the Senator from 
ginia answers the inquiry of the Senator ron 
Pennsylvania, I wish also to make an inquiry .on 
the samesubject. The portion of the House. bill 
which it is proposed to strike out.containg: the 

roviso which is usual, 1 believe, whenever the 

nited States acquire lands within the limits ofa 
State, that the State shall cede jurisdiction: and 
pledge itself not to tax the property ceded.: ‘T'he 
proviso which it is proposed to strike out, is the 
usual form that, before the purchase is completed, 
the State of New York shall cede to the United 
States jurisdiction over such land. and property, 
and exonerate the same as property of the United 
States from. all taxes and levies. I believe that 
whenever the United. States: propose.. to- acquire 
property, they universally require the StateLegis- 
lature to relieve them from taxation on the property 
so to be acquired. ; ; ina'y ke hi 

Mr. HUNTER. The inquiry. of the Senator 
from Maryland is first in order, although. last 
made, and l shall therefore first reply to him. We 
understood that the State of New York had al- 
ready released from taxation any property which 
might be acquired by the United States, for the 


| purpose ofanassay office in the city of New. York. 


it was supposed, indeed it has been found from 
experience, that perhaps it is better. that..the 
States should not cede jurisdiction.: A great many 
offenses may be committed there, which .are cog~ 
nizable by State laws, and. for which. they provide 
an adequate remedy, and accordingly .a. motion 


i will be made by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 


Flamuiy,] by the authority of the Committee, on 
Commerce, when the Committee on Finance shall 
have concluded their amendments, to insert a pro- 
‘vision not requiring a cession of jurisdiction. 

Mr. PRATT. Let me say to my friend that 
the jurisdiction ceded is always a limited one, 
reserving to the States ceding jurisdiction, over 
criminal offenses committed within the territory 
ceded. For example, take the property at Annap- 
olis, which was ceded by Maryland for a naval 
school. The State of Maryland ceded her. juris- 
diction over the property, but she reserved the 
right to punish criminal offenses committed within 
the territory so ceded. The territory, however, 
was ceded to the United States, and the right of 
taxing relinquished. The Senator: from Virginia 
seems not to be certain on this: point. He says 
that he has understood that the State of New 
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York-has pas sed. a law releasing the property from 


oe ISH: ‘T can relieve ‘th ‘Senator ofall! 
doubt on that point): The State of New York has 
‘passed sucha law; and 1 Wave a copy of ‘it’ here. 
‘ff il be desired, I will send-it to the Secretary’s | 
desk, and have it read... It exempts the buildings, 
ground, machinery, and everything in-the build- | 
ings, from taxation, oes ; 
¿ Mr. PRATT. -Does it relate to 
‘hought?.. 
~Mr. FISH. Letthe act be read... 
The Secretary read it, as follows: | 
An, act to exempt the assay office of the United States, in | 
the city of New York, from assessment or tax. 
The people of the Stale of New York, represented in 
Senule and Assembly, do enact as follows: 
Seco. L. No assessment or tax of any description, general 
or local, shall. be imposed, assessed, or collected upon 


property to be | 


|| and hence it is a purchase of land which was not 


the assay office of the United States, which, by the act of | 
Congress of March, 1853, itis provided shal) be established | 
in te.city.of New York; neither upon the land owned by | 
the United States on which the building or buildings used 
or to be used therefor, shall, or may be erected; nor upon 
the machinery used or to be used therein; nor upon the 
metal; bullion, or coin deposited for melting, remelting, or | 
assaying ; nor upon. bars or ingots, after melting, remelting, | 
orassaying ; while the same is inthe custody, possession, | 
or under the control of the officers of the assay office of the i 
United States, in the city of New York. ! 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effeet immediately. ] 


Mr. HUNTER. In regard to this matter of | 
Jorisdiciion, I will state to the Senator from Mary- 
and, that it was not an old practice, but a recent 
one. Since some of the States attempted to tax 
such ‘property, that provision has been made. It 
was done for the purpose of saving it from that 
taxation; but it was found afterwards to be unne- 
cessary, and to lead to some special inconveni- 
ences, By the words of the Constitution, when 
the Stat has given its assent to the acquisition of | 
title, o. the part of the United States, for any | 
needful building, the jurisdiction follows. The | 


Constitution gives authority to Congress to exer- || 


cise “ exclusive legislation in all cases?’ over the | 
seat of government, and “ to exercise like author- | 
ity over all places purchased, by the consent of | 
the Legislature of the State in which the same | 
shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, | 


arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful build- || 


ings.” If the State assents to the purchase, the 


jurisdiction follows, as a matter of course. 

[n regard to the amount, | will state to the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, that there could have | 
been no objection to that on the partof the House, 
because they appropriated the amount with one 
litte difference, which I will presently explain. 
But to that appropriation there were added, by 
way of amendment, some provisos which seemed 
to the Committee on Finance to be not only use- 
Jess, but, in some cases, more than useless. One| 
ig the provision that the Secretary of the Treasury 
should enter into negotiation with the lessor to | 


get rid of the lease. Now, what is the necessity 
for that? If the United States buy, of course 
they get rid of the lease, and there can be no ne- 
cessity for that proviso. 

Another proviso was, that no part of the appro- | 
sara should be used until the Secretary of the | 

reasury ascertained upon what terms the lease | 
could be disposed of, and reported the result of | 
such negotiation to the next session of Congress. | 
The effect of that would have been to delay the 
use of this appropriation until the next session of | 
Congress, and to do so uselessly, because we have | 
now a copy of the contract which was, of course, 
conditional upon the approval of Congress by 
which the parties owning the property contracted 
to sell it to the Secretary of the Treasury for the | 
very sum appropriated here. The contract also | 
provided that if the Government would pay inter- 
est up to the date of the payment of the principal, | 
we need not pay the rent of the building. A pos- 
itive saving will, therefore, be made by adding as 
we propose to add to the $530,000, interest at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum, because the in- 
terest is much less than the rent. By pursuing 
the terms of the contract, as this amendment pro- | 
poses, we shall acquire the property and get rid of ; 
the rent which we should have to pay, by paying a ! 
less sum. We thought, therefore, that the con-; 
dition of the last proviso was worse than useless; | 
that it merely postponed toa later day what ought | 
to be done at once, and also required us to pay | 
more interest than was necessary. 

Mr. PRATT. ‘I wish to call the attention of | 
the Senator from Virginia, and of the Senate, to 


“the phraseology of the New York law, which has 


| bill. 


been brought to our notice. It provides that no 
tax shall be imposed ‘upon the land owned by 
the United States on which the building or build- 
ings used, or to be used therefor, shall or may 
be erected.’? Now, the object of the provision of 
ithe bill under consideration is to purchase land 
within thé jurisdiction of the State.of New York; 


owned at the time this act of New York was 
passed; therefore, inasmuch as the act of New 
York only exempts land owned by the United 
States, it does not exempt from taxation the land 
which you now propose to purchase under this 
I may bein error in this construction, but I 
think it is the legal construction, and surely there 
can be no harm by retaining that portion of the 
bill, asit came from the House, which provides 
that an exemption from taxation shall be obtained 
from the State of New York. The law of New 
York is applicable only to ‘land owned,” and, 
of course, it meant land owned, at the time that 
law was passed, by the United States, and upon 
which they might erect a building which should 
be exempt from taxation. It is not, according to 
strict construction, applicable to the land proposed 
to be purchased by this portion of the bill. 

Mr. FISH. Mr. President, I think that the 
honorable Senator from Maryland is wholly mis- 
taken in his construction of the law of New York. 
l know very well that if his construction be cor- | 


rect, itis wholly at variance with the interest of .; 


those who enacted the jaw. The Legislature of 
New York have already passed two acts in refer- 
ence to this very subject. Some two years since, 
in anticipation of action at that time by Con- 
gress, they passed a prospective law, that any 
property which should be acquired by the United 
States, for the purposes of a Mint in the city of 
New York, should be exempt from taxation. 
After the bill establishing the assay office was 
enacted by Congress, that not being a Mint, it | 
was thought necessary to ask fora further act to 
carry out in good faith the intention of the State 
to release the property from taxation. 

I can state further to the honorable Senator from 
Maryland, that in the State of New York the mode 
of taxation is by an annual assessment. The tax 
is imposed year by year. The phraseology of 
this act is, ‘no assessment or tax of any descrip- 
tion, general or local, shall be imposed, assessed, 
or collected upon the assay office of the United 
States,” nor “ upon the land owned by the United 
States on which the building or buildings used, or 
to be used therefor.” 

At the present time there is a provision in the 
lease that, while the property belongs to the banks 
from which the Government has rented it, the 
lessors shall pay the taxes. Surely the honorable 
Senator does not wish to discharge them from 
that obligation, But the moment the property is | 
owned by the General Government, the act be- 
comes operative, and from that time no assess- | 
ment or tax can be imposed upon the ground of 
the United States, or the buildings erected on it 
for the assay office, The act is perfectly explicit, 
perfectly effectual for the object which the Senator 
has in view. 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I do not think 
there can be any difficulty at all about the true 
constriction of the act of New York; but inde- | 
pendent of that, the clause of the Constitution 
which has been referred to by the Senator from | 
Virginia, it seems to me, settles the question suf- 
ficiently. I presume the provision inserted in the 
original bill in the H arose out of some! 
misunderstanding between parties there. {t is 
known to the Senate, and perhaps to the Senator 
now occupying the chair, [Mr. Bancer,] that 
some little jealousy has existed between Philadel- 
phia and New York on the subjeet of the Mint. | 
One party thought this assay office was a kind of 
embryo Mint in the city of New York, and there- | 
fore may have thought they would try to cripple | 
it as far as possible. I do not think that such 
was the intention at all, and I am confirmed in | 
that by my honorable friend at my side, [Mr. | 
Fisu.] He and I understand each other, and I i 
believe my colleague also, I have no objection, | 
of course, to retaining the provisos proposed to 
be stricken out; but | have the assurance that the | 
original intention of Congress in authorizing an | 
assay office at New York is not going to be vio- | 
lated on the part of our New York friends. 


They will get along with their assay office and 
leave us our Mint. “For-my part, I do not feel 
any disposition to eripplë them: 1 rely on their 
good faith; but as soon as T find that they violate 
it, | shall make war upon them: “Until then, I 
think it cannot properly be done: j 

Mr. FISH. [think there is ho need of misap- 
prehension. If the assay office, as it is proposed 
to be established if the other provisions of this 
bill shail be carried into effect, | assure my hon- 
orable friend from Pennsylvania that f do not 
think New York will ever ask for the mere priv- 
ilege of stamping coin. We shall have acquired 
the great commercial advantages which we have 
so long needed. That is what we want; but we 
are not anxious to interfere with the possession 
by Philadelphia of that beautiful building which 
adorns that city, or interfere with any profit which 
may result to it from continuing the operations of 
coinage there. What we want is to save our- 
selves the cost of transportation on the large 
amount of bullion brought into New York, and 
the loss of time and the risk and expense which 
have heretofore been incurred. But the provisions 
of this bill, as reported by the Committee on Fi- 
nance, if enacted, wiil, I think, give us all that 
the city of New York will ever ask for on that 
subject. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I amglad to hear from the 
honorable Senator from New York the remarks 
which he has just submitted. They are in ac- 
cordance with the understanding which was had, 
and the remarks which were made in debate, when 
the bill establishing the assay office in the city of 
New York was under-consideration. It will be 
remembered that I opposed the establishment of 
that assay office there, on the ground that it was 
only the commencement of a Mint in that place. 
The honorable Senator from New York at that 
time assured me that such was not the fact. Well, 
sir, the bill passed, appropriating $150,000 for an, 
assay office in New York city, and now we are 
told that a contract has been made for $530,000 
for the purchase of a site. I know that property 
in Wall street is very valuakle, and I do not say 
the Secretary of the Treasury has made an im- 
provident contract. But, looking at this very 
large sum to be paid for a large building, an ap- 
prehension arose in the minds of many people in 
Pennsylvania that there was a design to do some- 
thing else with the building than use it merely for 
an assay Office. 

Mr. FISH. That is the fact. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. So I understand, and I 
learn now from the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, that this building is not to be used for an 
assay office alone, but is also to be occupied by 
the assistant treasurer of the United States in 
New York, to keep the funds and coin belonging 
to the United States, the custom-house being too 
small for that purpose. Am I correct? 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator is correct in sup- 
posing that this purchase is necessary in order to 
procure’ certain easements for the custom. house, 
which are essential to it, and for which there is 
otherwise no hope. This property adjoins the 
custom-house, and by purchasing it we get the use 
of an alley which is important, and I believe it is 
proposed to erect on it an additional building for 
the use of some of the officers in the custom-house. 

Mr. FISH. And beyond that let mesay the as- 
say office occupies a very small portion of this prop~ 
erty. The rear part of the lot is that on which the 
assay building iserected. The building in frontis 
to be occupied by the assistant treasurer and his 
clerks, and is also to be occupied by a large num- 
ber of the clerks of the custom-house, not. even 
connected with the assistant treasurer. The ac- 
commodations in the custom-house are insuffi- 
cient, and hence the necessity of providing them 
elsewhere. There was a right of way in com- 
mon between the custom-house and this property, 
which now becomes solely the property of the 
United States, and large additional accommoda- 
tions for the custom-house officers will be obtained 
in that way. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If Senators are 
now satisfied on this amendment, the Secretary 
will continue the reading of the others. 

The Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ments of the committee. 

The next amendment was to insert, in the fol- 
lowing clause, the words in italics: 

For expenses of raising, cleaning, and repairing, remoor- 
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ing, and supplying losses of floating beacons and buoys, 
and chains and si nkers for the same, and for- coloring aid 
numbering all the buoys, $89,357 32. 

: The next amendment was to insert the following 
inthe bill: : 

For expenses which may be incurred in acknowledging 
the services of the masters and crews of foreign vessels iu 
resening.citizens and vessels of the United States from ship - 
wreck, 5,000: Provided, That the same shall be expended 
ander the direction of the President of the United States. 

For the purchase of blank books, stationery, arms of the 
United States, presses, and flags, and for the payment of 
postages for the consuls of the United States, $10,000. 


The next amendment was to strike out of the fol- 
lowing clause ‘ 897,200,” and insert * $160,000:” 


. For salaries and, commissions of registers of land offices, 
and receivers of public moneys, $97,200, 

The next amendment was to strike’ out of the 
following clause“ $14,600,” and insert“ §50,000:”" 
#For expenses of depositing public moneys by receivers 

` of public moneys, $14,600. 

The next was to strike out © $18,100 ” from the 
following clause: 

“ For incidental expenses of the several land offices, 
#18, 100,” 
and insert: 

Including new offices not heretofore provided for, $40,000. 

The next amendment was to insert the follow- 
ing: 

For surveying the public lands and private land claims 
in California, including office expenses incident to the sur- 
vey of the claims, and to be disbursed atthe rates prescribed 
by law for the different kinds of work, $300,000, 

For rent of surveyor generals office in California, pur- 
chase of instruments, records, drawing materials, furniture, 
fuel, pay of messenger, $18,300. 

For compensation of draughtsmen and clerks, in addition 
to the amount heretofore estimated, the same being required 
in consequence of the incre ised amount of field- work pro- 
posed to be executed, $21,000. 


The next amendment was to strike out the fol- 
lowing: 
For two additional clerks in the office of the Superin- 
tendent of the Publie Printing, authorized by the joint reso- 
_ lution approved February 6, 1854, $1,500 each, $3,000, 
The next was to insert the following: 
Forrunning the northwestern boundary line between the 
United States and Great Britain, from the Lake of the 
Woods to the Pacific ocean, for marking the forty-ninth 
parallel, and for such survey as may be necessary to fix said 
boundary between the main and Vancouvers Island, and 
including the compensation of the officers and others em 
ployed in the work, $242,175. 


The next was to strike out the following: 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to replace the 
moneys already paid for rents, and to pay the semi-annual 
payment for rent falling due on the Ist day of January, 1855, 
on the two leases, each bearing date the 19th day of Au- 
gust, 1853, one thereof with the Bank of the State of New 
York, and the other thereof from the Bank of Commerce, 
both being for property on Wall street in the city of New 
York, leased for the use of the assay office in the city of 
New York, $68,458 33. 


The next was to strike out of the following 


clause the proviso: 

For the Capitol extension, $750,000: Provided, That 
each and all persous who have been, or may be appointed 
hereafter, to disburse the money which is now, or may here- 
after be appropriated for the building or repair of any of the 
edifices or structures for which appropriations are made in 
this act, and are not now required by law to give bond and 
security, shall give bond, with good securities, in sufficient 
penalty, to be approved of by the head of the department 
under which such disbursement may be made, or the Presi- 
dent of the United States, when the work shall be specif- 
ically under his direction. 

The next was to insert the following: 


For continuing the work for a supply of water to the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000. 

For completing the bridge over the Potomac river near 
the Little Falls, 75,000. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Iask the honorable Senator 
whener $75,000 are sufficient to complete that 

ridge ? 

Mr. HUNTER. That is the estimate. We put 
In the estimate, and we know no other rule. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I desire to inquire of 
the Senator from Virginia, whether, if this amend- 
ment be passed, we shall be giving our consent to 
the water works ? 

Mr. PRATT. Certainly. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Then I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Sena- 
tor objects, the amendment will be passed over. 

The Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ments. 

The next was to insert the following: 

For permanent repair of the roof the Capitol with copper, 
$2,000. i 

The next was to insert: 

For altering the streets, and repairing in front of the east 
wing of the Patent Office, putting up iron railings, flaging, 


THE CONGRESSIC 


Patent Office in fresco, $14,250, 


| jected by the Secretary of State, and found qualified in i 


The next was to insert: 


For fuel for the President’s House, $1,000. R 
For a furnace keeper at the President’s House, $355. 


The next was to insert: i - 


` For grading done by order of Ignatius Mudd, late Com- 
missioner of Publie Buildings, in reservation number sey- 
enteen, between Third sirect east and New Jersey avenue, 
&434 89. 3 ; 


The next was to add the following additional 
section: 


And be it further enacted, That the third section of the | 
act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year ending the 30th. of 
June, 1854, p oviding for the classification of the clerks in į 
the Tr@&sury, War, Navy, Interior, and Post Office Depart- 
ments, as amended by the act of April 22, 1854, shall be, 
and the same is hereby, further amended, as follows, to 
wit: In the offiee ofthe First Comptroller there shall be 
two additional clerks of class three; and in the office of 
the First Auditor there shall be one clerk taken from class 
three and placed in clays four, and four additional cter: 
allowed of class one; and inthe Third A‘uditor’s office | 
five clerks shall be taken from class three and placed in 
class four, and twenty-seven temporary clerks shall be 
placed in class one, and one temporary clerk in class three, 
and four temporary cierks in class two; and in the Sixth 
Auditors office ove elerk shali be taken from class three 
and placed in class four, and there shall be added to the 
clerks in this office ten of class one; and in the Register’s 
Office two clerks shall be taken from elass three and placed 
in class four, and two additional clerks added of class one 5 
and in the ‘reasurer’s Office one clerk shal] be taken from 
class two, and one clerk from class three, and placed in 
class four, and two additional clerks allowed to class one 5 
and in the General Land Office the principal draughtsman 
shall be classed and paid as a clerk of the third class, and | 
the assistant draughtsman asa clerk of the second class; | 
and in the office of the Secretary of War there shall be | 
added one elerk of class four; in the office of the Adju- } 
tant General there shall be one additional clerk of class 
one; and in the office of the Topographical Engineers 
one scientific draughtsman as a clerk of class four; 
and for the superintendency of the building on the corner | 
of FE and Seventeenth streets, the Secretary of War is | 
authorized to-appoint some one clerk of his Deparnnent | 
otber than the disbursing. clerk, for that purpose, who shall į 
be allowed, in addition to his salary as clerk, $200; in the | 
Postmaster General ’s Office there shall be seven additional : 
clerks, two of class two, one of class three, and one of 
class four; and in the office of the Attorney General, in 
lien of the clerks now authorized by Jaw, there shall be one 
chief clerk, at a salary of $2,200, one clerk of class one, | 
three of class two, two of class three, and one of class four, : 
And the President of the United States is hereby authorized, | 
whenever it may in his judgment be necessary, to cause ; 
counsel to be employed to assist in the proseention or 
defense of causes which may be pending in the Supreme i: 
Court in whieh the United States, are interested, and to 
allow to such counsel such compensation as he may deem | 
reasonable. And in the Department of State, instead of the 
clerks now authorized by jaw, there shall be four clerks of 
class one, three of class two, seven of class three, and four 
of class four. One clerk of class four shall be designated | 
by the superintendent to superintend the northwest Execu- | 
tive building, and to disburse all moneys belonging to the 
service of said Department not otherwise provided for, who | 
shall give bonds as provided for by the independent treas- 
ury act, and receive an additional compensation therefor of 
$200 per annum. ‘There shall be one chief of the diplomatic, | 
and one chief of the consular branch of the public service, 
one examiner of elaims for indemuiry preferred by States | 
of the United States against foreign Governments, and by | 
the latter against the former, who shail perform their duties || 
as the Secretary of State may designate; each of whom | 
shall reccive an annual salary of $2,000; and the chief ii 
elerk of said Department shall receive an annual salary of | 
$2 200. No clerk not now employed in the State Depart- | 
ment shall hereafter be appointed unti! he has been exam- | 


ined by a board, to consist of three examiners, to be se- |} 


certain particulars to be prescribed by the said Seeretaryin : 
fixing beforehand a general standard of qualifications for | 
the clerks to be employed in his Department. 


The next amendment was to insert the follow- | 
ing as an additional section: i 


Sec. 4, And be il further enacted, That the provisions of || 
the second section of the aet of 22d of April, 1854, entitled | 
«c An act to amend the third section of the act making ap- | 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of gov- | 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, and fo 
other purposes,” be, and the same are hereby, repealed 
And from and after the Ist day of July, 1854, the annual : 
salary of the stamp and blank agent for the Post Office De- :} 
partment shall be the same as clerks in the departments of | 
the second class ; and that of the clerk in the office of the |! 
Commissioner of Public Buildings the same as clerks of the : | 
first class; and the Secretaries of State, Treasury, Interior, | 
War, and Navy, Postmaster General, and Attorney General, 
be authorized to employ one principal messenger each, atan :! 
annual salary of $909, in lieu of those now so employed, and gi 
the salary of all ather messengers and assistant messengers, n 
including the packers in the General Land Office, heretofore : 
authorized by Jaw to be employed in the Executive Depart- : 
ments in Washington, the messenger in the office of the pi 
Commissioner of Public Buidings, doorkeeper and assist- `; 
ant doorkeeper at the Executive Mansion, and keeper of: 
the western gate, Capitol square, shall be $750 per annum; | 
and the annual salary of the watchmen employed at the ʻi 
Capitol, President’s House, and the Executive Departments, #/ 
and the Auxiliary Guards, shall be $600; and the public j) 
gardener shall receive $1,400 per annum ; and the captain i 


i 
i 
| 


footway, putting in order yards, painting new saloon of the || 


a 


the employment of the Exe 
Washington shall receive an 
and for the payment of the excess. 
quired io be paid over and abéve those efsewhe: 
ia this act for said: payment,’ there shalt be adde 
respectively, such.further sums..as together will 
amounts herein authorized, out of any. money.in 


ury vot utherwise appropriated. 
Mr. JAMES. “I suggest to the chairman 
Committee on Finance a small amendment, 
sert after the words‘ Auxiliary Guards, ’” 
the watchmen of the Capitol extension. ?, 
Mr. HUNTER: I have no. objection to, tha 
Mr. ADAMS. , I move to amend the section 
by inserting after the words which have been. in- 
serted: on the motion of the. Senator from Rhode 
Island, ** watchmen on the Capitol extension,’ the 
words ‘‘keeper of Lafayette square,” sọ as tò make 
his salary $600. : 
Mr. CLAY. 
his compensation is now. 
day. ; ; Fa : to 
Mr, HUNTER. If he gets that, I think it 
ought.to do. Two dollars a day is $730.. Lam 


I would suggest that that is what 
He gets two dollars.a 


willing to put him equal with the messengers, at . 


$750. That will be enough. 
- Mr. ADAMS. I will suggest $800... ; : 
Mr. HUNTER. The keeper of the Capitol 
gate gets $750, and the keeper of Lafayette Square 
ought not to get more than he does... l: would 
suggest to the Senator that it would be better to 
put him on the same footing with the keeper of the 
Capitol gate. ee f 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Werter 
in the chair.) The Chair will suggest that «the 
proposition ofthe Senator from Mississippi re- 
duces the amount. 
Mr. ADAMS. 
annum. i ; 
Mr. HUNTER. E would snggest to the Ben- 
ator to insert, “the keeper of Lafayette square,” 
after the words “ keeper of the western gate, Cap- 
tol square.’’ That will give him $750 perannam, 
the same as the gate-keeper gets.) ss 
Mr. ADAMS. 1 will accept that, 
The amendment was agreed to. 0) 0} 
Mr. SHIELDS. I want to suggest. another 
amendment to the Senator from Virginia, which, 
it occurs to me, is just‘and necessary, The sec- 
tion now provides that the salary of ‘tihe mes- 
senger in the office of the Commissioner of Publie 
Buildings, doorkeeper and: assistant doorkeeper 
at the Executive Mansion, and keeper of the west- 
ern gate, Capitol square, shall be $750.’’. And 
then it says ‘the annual salary of the watchmen 
employed at the Capitol, President’s House, and 


I will say $800 dollars per 


ithe Executive Departments, and the auxiliary 


guards, shall be $600.” I suggest. to,the Senator 
that.the watchmen should be put on the same foot- 
ing with those others, at $750; because their dtities 
are much more onerous and laborious and trying. 
They occur at night as wellasin the daytime; and 
I know these men suffer a great deal morethan the 
others. They perform more difficult duties. | 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Illinois that this $600 is the amount of $500 which 
the watchmen used to get, with the twenty per 
cent. given by the bill of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Apams.] It may bethat the watch- 
men of the Capitol ground are in the habit of 
getting more than the others. Iam not aware of 
the fact. We equalized all the watchmen of the 
Departments, and gave them the highest salary 
that any one now receives—-¢600.. We thought 
that enough. : 

Mr. SHIELDS. But I want this to apply to 
all Executive departments, because 1 know that 
these men have more onerous duties to perform 
than the messengers.who get $750, and only per- 
form duties during three hours of the day, while 
the watchmen perform duties during twenty-four 
hours. : 

Mr. HUNTER. We found those grades es- 
tablished, and I suppose that they have so con- 
tinued from the institution of the Government— 
messengers receiving more than the watchmen, 
and different classes of messengers receiving com- 
pensation. We have not attempted to change 
that system. We have given the watchmen the 
highest salary which any one of; them. was. re- 
ceiving. We thought that was doing enough, and 
I suggest to the Senator from Illinois, whether 
there must not be some end. ta-this increase. of 
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‘salary. /We:have.been dealing pretty liberally: 
with the etnployees‘in ‘this District. os. <0 
> Mri SHIELDS, ` I have not even commenced 
the increase of salaries, but I know that:these 
watchmen, who are compelled to stay outall night, 
are entitled at least. to the pay of & messenger, 
‘who has services to perform bil three hours ina 
day; and I therefore move to amend by giving 
‘them $750. ° S Er l 
“Mr. ADAMS: Theamenitment reported from 
‘thé Committee on Finance increases the compen- 
sation of a portion ‘of these’ employees to $600. 
If ‘you commence with one, you must go to the 
‘other. `The Senator from Illinois is not advised, 
perhaps, of the annoyance and discontent that 
‘these arrangements produce among the different 
‘employees. Iam convinced that a large portion 
of them would be content with $600, as provided 
for by theamendment of the committee. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. St 

The Secretary read the next amendment of the 
committee. 

it was to add th 
section: . A 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1853, the pay of the Mbrarian shall be 
‘$2,000, the pay of the two principal assistants each $1,800, 
that ofthe third assistant $1,200, and that of the messenger 
$1,080 per annum. i 

Mr, PEARCE. His necessary to amend that 
by inserting, after the word ‘‘librarian,’’? the 
words ** of Congress.’’, 

The modification was made. 

‘The: next amendments of the committee pro- 
pose to insert the following additi®nal sections: 


e following as an additional 


Suc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 


$300,000. be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be 
paid to the State of California, for the expenses of the gov- 
ernment of said State from’ its organi n until its adimis- 
sion into the Union. 

Bec. 8. And be it further enacted, That all persons claim- 
ing any interest in, or portion of, any grant of land derived 
from the Spanish or Mexican Government in Upper Cali- 
fornia, where such original grant has heretofore been pre- 
sented to the board of land commissioners within me time 
specified in the thirteenth section of the act of the 3d of 
March, 1851, but who have failed to present to the said 


board the evidence of their derivative title to said interest | 


or portion trom the original grantee, be, and they are hereby, 
authorized to presentthe same ; and the said commissioners 
are hereby directed to adjudicate the said, interest or por- 
tion in the same manner as if it had been presented within 
the time originally prescribed by the aforesaid act of the 


3d-of March, 1851, entitled “* An act to ascertain and settle | 


the private land claims in the State of California.” 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the first provide 
to the first séction of the act entitled “An act to proviso 
compensation to such persons as may be designated by the 


‘Seeretary of the Treasury to receive and keep the public 


that it may be read; and then Ishall make a word |. 


of explanation upon it. 
‘The amendment was to ad 
tions, as follows: 


d two additional sec- 


Seo. J1. And be it further enacted, That the President of | 


the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to ap- 


point of employ, in bis official household, the following 


officers, to wit: One private secretary, at a yearly salary 
of $2,500; one clerk, at a yearly salary of $1,600; one 


steward, at a yearly salary of $1,000, who shall, under the | 


direction of the President, have charge of, 


and shall discharge such other duties as the President may 
assign him; one messenger, ata yearly salary of $900; and 
one assistant messenger, at a yearly salary of S750. And 
for the paymentof the compensation of the said officers 
during the present fiscal year, the sum of $6,750, or 60 
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated 
out of any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appro 
priated. 


Suc. 12. And be it further enacted, Thata yearly appro- | 


priation be made for the purchase of stationery, binding 
public documents, and other contingent expenses of the Ex- 


It was agreed to by them, on | 


ecutive office, to be expended by: the private secretary, Un- 
der the direction of the President; and for that purpose, 
during the present fiscal year, $650 is hereby appropriated 
out oe. moneysin the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated.. a D on ag . 


Mr. BADGER. I hope the Senate will excuse 
me for making a very brief statement in regard 
to this amendment. {f have long been impressed 
| with the propriety and necessity of making some 
provision like what has just been read in regard 
to the. President’s official household. ` As things 
stand at present, the President has but one sec- 
retary—his private secretary—and he is a mere 
private emaployee of his, and indeed, he: has no 
means for compensating him except out of his 
own pocket, or by putting him in the diggharee 
of the office of clerk to sign patents. Whatever 
may have been the state of things at the com- 


President of the United States requires some effi- 
cient clerical assistance. I know, Mr. President, 
it was so as far back as the time when [ had the 
| honor of a seat in the Cabinet; and every Sena- 
tor must khow that if it was necessary then, it is 
‘necessary now. [have considered it rather dis- 
creditable that the President of the United States 
should have neither a secretary or clerk furnished 
to him by the Government for the purpose of aid- 
ing him in the performance of the work essential 
to the transaction of the public business. There- 
fore | have proposed, by the amendment, to alow 
him a private secretary and a clerk. 

Tn the next place Í propose to allow him a stew- 
| ard to his household to take the superintendence 
i and charge of the plate, furniture, and other public 
property of the mansion. I shall give a distinct 
reason why it seems to me it is very clear that 
such a provision should be made. We are in the 
habit every four years of appropriating large sums 
of money for furnishing and refurnishing the 
! President’s House. It cannot be expected that 
| the President of the United States himself is to take 
| the superintendence and charge of this public farni- 
ture. The persons whom he employs for ordinary 
| domestic services have. enough to do to attend to 
‘the ordinary services of his private household; 
and besides, sir, the man who should take charge 
| of that property ought to be a person of adilferent 
: grade from those who can be obtained for ordinary 
i| employment at fifteen or twenty dollars a month. 
‘I mention this fact in illustration of the waste and 
dilapidation that takes place in the public prop- 
| 
i 
| 


erty in the President’s.Mansion. | recollect 
well, when General Harrison was elected Presi- 
dent, the first thing he had to order, after he en- 


money, under the fifteently section of the act of 6th August, 
1846, for the additional services required under that act,” 
approved March 2, 1853, shall not be construed to apply to 
the collector of the district of Buffato Creek, while 'such 
collector shall be one of the designated depositors of public 
moneys. 

Sec. 10. And he it further enacted, That the accounts 
of the publie printers, and the certificates of the Superin 
tendent of Public Printing thereon, so faras the same relate 
to the printing for the Executive Departments, shall be 
subject tu the examination and control of the accounting 
officers and Secretary of the Treasury in like manner as 
other public accounts; and those which relate to the 
printing for the Senate and House of Representatives shall 
be subject to the examination and control ofthe respective 
Houses in like manner as other expenditures for said 
Houses. 


Mr. BADGER. ‘Thenext amendment, printed 
among the amendments coming from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, L am authorized by the com 
mittee to move. 
my suggestion. I therefore, in order that it may 
be understood, have included it here, and now ask 


| 
H 
| 
| 
il 
|| because there were nat enough there to accommo- 
| date his family. It seems to me clear that if it is 
| proper for Congress, if it is right, as undoubtedly 
it is, to make appropriations for this furniture, It 
iis a measure of reasonable precaution and just 
li economy to have an officer there in charge of it, 
‘and to superintend the delivery of this public prop- 
i erty from the outgoing President into the hands 
of the official representative of his successor. 
l then propose to allow the President a mes- 
ii senger. [He has now nobody to act in that capa- 
city, Every head of a Department has a messen- 
ger, every fiend ofa bureau has a messenger, and 
it is known to every gentleman who has business 


nary transactions between the President and the 


which purpose, as far as the President is con- 
cerned, he has no person. 

Then, sir, the amendment embraces another 
i provision, the propriety of which is apparent. 
it is a small appropriation of $650 for the binding 
:of public documents, for stationery, and other 
contingent expenses of the President’s office. 
ii Now, sir, at this time, and up to this time, the 


is not furnished with the ordinary stationery 


which he uses. He receives it—now? By con- 
|, tributions made from the different Departments, 


supplying the Chief Magistrate of the country 


i| not the President of the United States have it? I 
hope there will be no objection to the amendment 
| which I take pleasure in offering, as it comes with 


mencement of this Government, it is beyond all | 
doubt that the duties required of the office of |: 


tered the White Elouse as President, was a bed; ! 


with the Executive departments, that in the ordi- | 


Departments, valuable and important public pa- 
pers have to be sent forwards and backwards, for | 


President of the United States, for any purpose, | 
and be respon- =i 7 2 i 


sible for, the plate and furniture of the President*s mansion, į 


or from one of the Departments, which I do not i 
think is a respectable and creditable manner of |; 


with the stationery which he uses. Why should | 


officers arid servants. On one page of the bill I 
find two deor-keepers provided for him. Then 
‘there is another officer appointed to. make fires; 
and on‘some other page two other officers are ap- 
pointed besides those which I have mentioned. 
Then the amendment which the Senator proposes 
is to oblige the President to appoint others. |. | 
Mr. BADGER. ‘The President is not obliged 
to appoint them at all. 
Mr. PRATT. It will incumber him with too 
! many officers. ; i 
| -The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER 
in the chair.) If there be no proposition to amend 
the section reported from the committee, the Set- 
retary will.proceed to read the next amendment. 
> The next amendment was to insert the follow- 
: ing as an additional section: 


> Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the authority 
' given by the eleventh section of the act approved March 3, 
: 1853, entitled “ An act making appropriations for the eivil 
and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1854, to the treasurer of the assay 
office in New York to issue his certificate of the net value 
of any bullion or coins deposited in said office is hereby 
suspended, and shall not be exercised except at such time 
or times, and during such periods as the Secretary of the 
: Treasury shal! be of opinion that the interests of the public, 
or of those making such deposits, or the condition of the 
Treasury, render it expedient or convenient to issue such 
certificates. And whenever the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall deem it expedient, he may authorize the issuing of the 
said certificates. The receipts directed by the aforesaid 
section to be given by the treasurer of the assay office for 
any gold or silver bullion, in dust or otherwise, or for any 
foreign coin to be deposited in the said office, shall be pay- 
able at the option of the depositor, to be expended in the 
receipt either in coins of the same metal as that deposited 
| (to be paid as soon as such bullion or coin can be assayed, 
or the value thereofascertained either at the office of the As- 
! sistant Treasurer of the United States in New York,orat the 
Mintofthe United States, as the depositor shall prefer) or in 
bars, discs, or ingots, cither of pure metal or of the standard 
fineness, or made from the identical metal deposited with- 
out refining-—but in all cases such bars, dises, or ingots 
shall bear a stamp of such form and device as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Tredsury, accurately desig- 
nating their weight and fineness; and all gold or silver de- 
posited in the assay office, either to be struck into coin at 
| the Mint, or to be refined or assayed, shall be subject to the 
charges prescribed by Jaw for such operations at the Mint 
or branch mints of the United States. $ 


Mr. FISH. I move to amend that section by 
adding attheend of it the words ‘‘to none others.” 
The main clause of that section is intended as ex- 
planatory. There was a doubt, under the exist- 
ing laws, as to whether the coin deposited in the 
assay officeis subject to the charges expressly ex- 
‘cepted in the section. Itis necessary to put these 

words in the section to make it clear. 
' Mr. HUNTER. I agree to that. 

The next amendments were to insert the follow- 

ing, as additional sections: 


Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the fifth section of an act entilled “An act making ap- 
: propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” and 
approved 3d March, 1853, be, and they are hereby, extended 
to the branch mins und the assay office in New York, re- 
i spectively. 
Sec. 15, And be it further enacted, That the said Secre- 
i tary be, and he is hereby, authorized to employ private 
: establishments, or to contract with individuals for refining 
gold bullion, if he shall deem it expedient soto do; Pro- 
vided, always, That the said refining shall not subject the 
depositors to any greater wastage, per ounce, nor to any 
greater charge for labor, materials, and alloy, per ounce, 
than is now made, or would hereafter be incurred, on de- 
posits at the Mint, the branch mints, or assay office in New 
York, respectively: and the said refining shall be subject 
to such regulations as the said Secretary shall deem proper 
and sufficient to seenre the skillful and prompt performance 
thereof, and to prevent any loss of metal other than wastage, 
as aforesaid. 


Mr. FISH. I desire to suggest some amend- 
. ments to this fifteenth section, The first is a ver- 
bal one, the necessity of which, I think, will be 


apparent. It is to make it read ‘the Secretary 
: of the Treasury,” instead of the ‘* said Secre- 
tary.” 


Mr. HUNTER. That is right. 

Mr. FISH. Then the next amendment is to 
strike out the words ‘* per ounce,”’ and insert ‘ or 
for other cause.’’ l 

Mr. HUNTER. Thatis right. 

Mr. FISH. Then the next amendment is after 
: the word “respectively” to insert ‘f nor to any 
| greater delay than is now experienced.” So that 
: the proviso shall read: 


i Provided always, That: the said refining shall not sub- 
: ject the depositors to any greater wastage per ounce, nor 
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to any greater charge for labor, materials, and alloy, or for 
other cause, than is now made, or would hereafter be in- 
curred, on deposits at the Mint,the branch Mints, or assay 
office in New York, respectively, nor to any greater delay 
than is now experienced; and that said refining shali be 
subject to such regulations as the said Secretary shal! deem 
proper and sufficient to secure the skillful and prompt per- 
formance thereof, and to prevent any loss of metal other 
than wastage, as aforesaid. 


Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to that. 
_ The next amendment was to insert the follow- 
ing as an additional section: 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the said Secre- 
tary be, and he is hereby, authorized, at his discretion, to 
cause advances to be withheld on deposits of gold baltion, 
made after the first day of January next, at the Mint, the 
branch Mints, and the assay office in New York, respect- 
ively, unless such deposits be metal of standard fineness, 
aad suitable for coinage without any further refining; and 
‘upon the coinage of such deposits so refined by private en- 
terprise, and suitable for that purpose, the Secretary of the 


Treasury, at his discretion, may charge a seignorage of not | 


more than one half per centum, nor less than one fourth 
per centum, upon the value thereof. 

Mr. FISH. The same alteration should be 
made there that was made in the former one: 
“Secretary of the Treasury” instead of ‘* said 
Secretary.” 

Mr. HUNTER. Iagreetothat. Ibelieveall 
the printed amendments have now been disposed 
of. Ihave been directed by the Committee on 
Finance to offer several additional amendments, 
which I will send to the Secretary. 

The first was to strike out the words: 

For compensation of the officers and clerks of both 
Houses of Congress, $56,730,” 
and insert: 

For compensation of the officers, clerks, and messen- 
gers, and others receiving an annual salary, in the service 
of the Senate, $57,010. 

For compensation of the officers and clerks of the House 
of Representatives, $34,460, 

The next was in the clause ‘*for books, $2,000,” 
to strike out “ two,” and insert “ten.” 

The next was in the clause, ‘‘for stationery, 
$8,000;” strike out “ eight,” and insert “ fifteen.” 

The next was in the clause, “ for newspapers, 
$2,000,” to make it ** $2,600.” 

The next was in the clause ‘ for Congressional 
Globe, and binding the same, $3,000;”’ to strike 
out ** $3,000,”? and insert ** $65,000.” 

The next was in the clause “ for reporting pro- 
ceedings, $25,000;” to strike out ‘* $25,000,” and 
insert “ $13,000.” 

The next was to strike out: 

For clerks to committees and President pro tempore, 
draughtsman, messengers, pages, laborers, police, horses, 
and carryalls, $43,000. 

-and insert: 

For clerks to committees, pages, police, horses, and car- 
ryalls, $30,000, ; 

The next was in the clause ‘for Capitol police, 
$3,500,” so as to make it read, $3,560.” 

The next was to insert: 

For compensation of the surveyor of Washington Ter- 
ritory, and the clerks in his office, $7,500. 

The next was in the appropriation “ for com- 

ensation of temporary clerks in the. Post Office 

epartment,”’ to strike out ‘* $37,350, ’’ and insert 
s $50,000.” 

The next was to insert: 

For rebuilding portions of walls, and complete repairs of 
the building of the branch mint at New Orleans, $55,000. 

The next was in the clause “ for compensation 
and mileage of the members of the Legislative 
Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 


penses of the Assembly” of the Territory of | 


Minnesota, to strike out ‘$20,000,’ and insert 
« 830,000.” 


The next was in the following clause, to strike | 


out **ten’’and insert “six of the,’’ and strike out 
« $10,800,” and insert ‘* $60,000.” 

‘For salaries of ten additional clerks, authorized by the 
acts of August 6, 1846, August 12, 1848, March 3, 1851, and 
August 31, 1852, $10,800. 

Mr. HUNTER. In connection with that we 
find it necessary to increase the numberof clerks, 
and therefore propose the following as an addi- 
tional section: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1854, in lieu of the clerks heretofore au- 
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| 


| by striking out all after the word ‘* exceeding, 
and inserting ** $800 per annum each, $21,600.” | 


thorized by law for the office of assistant treasurer at New 
York, he be authorized to appoint, with the approbation. of 
the President, a chief clerk ata salary of $2,160; one clerk 
at $2,000; two clerks at $1,800 each; two clerks atg1,500 
each; one clerk at $1,200; one messenger at 900 ; and 
two watchmen at $550 each per aunuin. 
sickness or inevitable absence from his office of the assist- 
ant treasurer, he may authorize the said chief clerk to act 
in his place, and to discharge the duties required by law 
of the assistant treasurer; and in case of the death, resig- 
nation, or inability to act of the assistant treasurer, the 
said chief clerk shall act as such assistant treasurer uutil 
the inability be removed, or said successor be appointed 
and duly qualified ; and all acts of the said chief clerk, in 
such ease, shall be as vatid asif performed by the assistaut 
treasurer in person. 


The next was to strike out: 

For salary of cbief clerk to the assistant treasurer at 
New York, $1,600. 
—and insert: 

For clerks, messengers, and watchmen in the office of 
the assistant treasurer at New York, $13,900. 

The next was to strike out ‘ $30,500 °’ out of 
the following clause, and insert ‘ $43,000:”’ 

For the annual repairs and fixtures of custom houses of 


| the United States, $30,501 59, and for alterations and re- 


pairs of the custom-house at Baltimore, heretofore made, 


and for rentof rooms during the repairs of said building, | 


such sum as may by the Secretary of the Treasury be 
deemed reasouable and proper of said amount, not to 


į exceed $5,501 59. 


The next was to insert: 

For building for the usc of the United States courts at 
Pontatoc, Mississippi, $4,000 

The next was to amend the following clause: 


For salaries of fifteen keepers and twelve assistants in 
light-houses on the coast of California and Oregon, at an 
average not exceeding $600 per annum, $16,200— 

3? 


The next amendment was to insert: 
For completing light houses on the coast of California 


f and Oregon, the sum of $59,434; Provided, That it shall | 


be the duty of the Seeretary of the Treasury to pay the 
contractors for building the light-bouse at Point Roman, 
near Santiago, what the same is reasonably worth. 

The next was to insert: 

For outfit of the commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, 
$2,500. 

The next was to insert: 

To enable the Secretary of State to defray the expenses 


of releasing fram captivity among the Indians of Queen | 


Charlotte’s Island, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
$2,500. 
To enable the Secretary of State to reimburse to Edward 


Riddle such sums as shall be satisfactorily proved to have 
been expended by him, or to which said Riddle may bavs | 
Fon account of his official position at the | 


obligated hims' 
industrial exhibition at London, Engtand, or so much 
thereof as shall be neeessary, $26,000: Provided, That no 
portion of the paymeut made pro rata by contributors at 
said exhibition shali be regarded as within this appropria- 
tion. 

The next was to insert: 


For salaries of registers and reeeivers in Oregon and 
Washington Territories, or so much thereofas may be ne- 
cessary fram the act of 17th of July, 1854, $9,000. 

For office rent, fuel, and tabor in said office, $4,006. 


For iron safe for receiver’s books, stationary and furni- 
| 


ture, $3,000. 

The next was to insert: 

For surveying standard, parallel, and meridian lines in 
Wasbington Territory, an estimated distance of five hun- 
dred miles, $10,000. 

The next was to insert: 

For office rent of the surveyor general of Washington 
Territory, fuel, books, stationary, and other incidental ex- 
penses, 35,000. 

The next was to insert the words ‘* of the House 
of Representatives” after the word * resolution”? 
in the following clause: 


For compensation to draughtsman and clerks employed 


upon the maps of the public jands, under the resolution of i 


4th May, 1848, $7,500. 
The next was to insert: 
For arrearages of necessary traveling and personal ex- 


penses due the employees of the northeastern boundary j; 


survey during the years 1844, 1845, 1816, and 1847, $2,016. 
The next was to insert the following additional 


section: 

Sec. —. Andhe it further enacted, That so much of the 
act of the 7th of June, 1844, restricting the employment or 
inspectors, guagers, Weighers, measurers, and markers in 
custom-houses fo the number then in the service, as may | 
be applicable to those employed in the ports of New York 
and New Orleans, be, and the same is, hereby repealed. 


Tu the case of the | 


The next was to insert the followin, 

Sec. — And be it further enacted, That fi 
the 13th of June, 1853, the annual salary of. 
to Congress shalt be 9750, and such suin additional: à 
elsewhere provided, as may be tequired topay thé same to 
the 30th of Jane, 1855, is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriateds. 


The next was to add the following as an addi- 
tional section: ay GATRA 
That the President of the United States, by and withthe 
| advice and consentof the Senate, shali be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to appoint a commissioner, at a compensation 
not excecding $4,000 per annum, to ascertain the nature, 
character, extent, and value of all valid clatins-atising, in 
Washington and Oregon Territories, under the treaty. with 
Great Britain of the 15th of June, 1846; and should said 
H claims, or any part thereof, be deemed of suffictent public 
and political importance to justify or require: the measure, 
the President is hereby authorized to:direct said commis- 
sioner to agree with the claimants and the Hudson: Bay 
Company for the relinquishment of their claims on a just 
and fair valuation, and to pay over the amount so agreed 
upon ona full and entire surrender and relinqnishinent of 
all rights, tide, claim, interest, and demand therein and 
thereto to the United States: Provided, That none of the 
land acquired under this section shall. be subject to preémp~ 
tion, but shall be sold at publie auction, unless.in cases 
where, in the opinion of the commissioner, the sum paid 
for any particular parcel or piece shall be less than a fair 
price therefor, to be ascertained by the commissioner afore- 
said, said sales to be made for cash, and at such times and 
places, and with such postponement as may be directed by 
|| said commissioner; and for carrying into effect the provis- 
| ions of this act, in case of purchase, a sum not exceeding 
| $800,000 ix hereby appropriated: Provided, That the amount 
to be paid for ail sajd claims, right, and interest. shall not 
i exceed the sum herein appropriated; and for defraying the 
expenses of the commission, the further sum of ———~ dol- 
i! lars is hereby appropriated, payable out of any money in 
|| the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. ` 
Seo. —. And be it further enacted, That in case it should 
be deemed expedient to sell said Jands and improvements 
|| made, or any part thereof, the President shall be, and he ia 


|| hereby, authorized, on the extinguishment of the title, as 
aforesaid; to direct the commissioner to sake possession of 
the same for and in the name of the United States, and to 
lease the same on the terms and conditions, and for such 
sun as he may deem proper and right, subject, however, 
to sale, when, in his Opinion, it may be proper, after the 
United States surveys have been extended over the same. 
Mr. WELLER. I ask that it may lie over. 
It will require explanation, in my judgment, before 
| it can be adopted. o 
|! Mr. HUNTER. This amendment is reported 
on the recommendation of the Secretary of State. 
He had it prepared and sent it downto us, With 
it there were voluminous papers for the. purpose 
of showing that there was a necessity to act at 
once. The Hudson Bay Company and: the Pu- 
get’s Sound Company have certain rights under 
ithe Ashburton treaty. They are coming into 
conflict with the rights of our Government, and 
the people to some extent; and itis supposed:that 
| now is a favorable time for closing the matter, 
| and to purchase out their rights. There is a limit 
in the section that it shall not exceed $300,000. 
It used to be a demand for something like a mil- 
| lion. There isa statement in the papers which 
| will be found accompanying this item, of claims 
| set up by the company, and the Secretary of 
State thought it was desirable that the appropria- 
ji tion should be made and authority given at once 
to treat with them, and in that 1 behevethe Com- 
mittee on Finance unanimously concurred. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 

i| ator from California insist on his objection? 
| Mr. WELLER. I do not desire to interpose 
objection to the action of the Senate upon it, but 
itis a very important matter, and it is the first 
time I have received any information that it was 
| proposed to act upon that subject at this session 
of Congress. The amendment had better go over. 

! The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 
i| passed over. 

| Mr. HUNTER. I have now offered all the 
Í! amendments from the Committee on Finance: 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Before the Senator from 
! Virginia concludes, 1 desire to have some expla- 
nation in respect to the Riddle amendment, ap- 
propriating twenty odd thousand dollars for the 
expenses of his visit to the London Exhibition. 1 
want that amendment excepted. ; : 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. - It. will be 
passed over. The Chair wishes to say that.there 
| is an amendment, reported from the Committee on 
| Finance, which was passed. over at.the suggestion 


f 
i 
i 
| 


of the Senator from Iowa, commonly called the 
Washington city water amendment. That now 
comes up'for the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMBLIN. I understand that the Sen- 
ator from Virginia did not desire to press a vote 
to-day on the contested amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER... Lam willing, if itis the sense 
of the Senate, to Jet all the controverted amend- 
ments be passed by for the present, and go on 
with those'about which there is no dispute. 

* The PRESIDING OFFICER. If that is the 
sense of the Senate, that course will be pursued, | 
and the amendments excepted will not be acted 
upon until they are subsequently called up. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Is it in order for me |: 
to move an amendment to the bill? i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, Certainly. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I wish, then, to move 
an amendment to the fourth section, so that it 
shall read: 

That the captain of police ot the Capitol shall reecive 
the same compensation that is now paid to the postmaster 
of the Senate 5 and to each, of his as ants the same com- 
pensation as is paid to the messengers attending at the 
principal doors of the Senate. 

Itis known that the special committee reported 
some time since a resolution in regard to the offi- 
cers of the Senate, which the Senate adopted almost |! 
unanimously. The object of my amendment is to 
give to the captain of the Capitol police precisely | 
the same pay which that resolution gives to the | 
Senate’s postmaster, which is $1,750; and to each |! 
of his assistants the sum that is paid to the mes- | 
sengers at the door of the Senate. fask the Senate | 
to consider the relative duties of the two. Some | 
of the police of the Capitol are required to be |! 
about at all times, in charge of all the valuable |, 
property of the Senate. i 


{T trust there will be no! 
objection to giving thera an increase of salary. i! 

Mr. CASS. How much do they receive atii 
present? 


i 

Mr. DODGE, of Towa. I answer that the as- |: 
sistant police receive $1,300 per annum. The! 
messengers at our doors receive $1,500. My | 


proposition is to give to the police, who are on | 
duty day and night, whether it is fair or stormy, | 
the sum that we give to the men who stand at the | 
doors. j 

Mr. PRATT. How many of them are there? ., 

‘Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Four. ii 

Mr. TOOMBS. It would be very well to in- |: 
quire whether the pursuing of this course is not a |; 
little unreasonable. The argument here appears |, 
to be, that because the salaries of some have been | 
raised, we should take the others up. Now, sir, ij 
1 know very well that all these employees, in both |) 


Houses, get more than the Representatives of the | 
people do; and the compensation of all of them is-|) 
exceedingly liberal, not to say exorbitant. i 

The amendment was rejected, 

Mr. HAMLIN. Iam directed by the Com- | 
ittee on Commerce to offer the following amend- |: 
rent: 


For revision of the revenue Jaws already made, and the 
report showing the changes and alterations therein, 


n 
n 


i 


G00. ji 


That is according to the estimate of the Treas- 
ury Department. Ten thousand dollars were 
originally appropriated. By a mistake of the en- 
grossing clerks it failed to go into the bill. The 
Senate passed a bill at this session, appropriating 
$10,000, 
struck out $5,000. The Senate concurred. Th 
Secretary has now sent in the revenue laws, bu 
lie has not furnished a statement of what the re- | 
vision consists in. This is to enable him to carry | 
out the original proposition, and it was estimated || 
for by him. 

The amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. HAMLIN. I propose further to amend, || 
by striking out the words, “for the salary of the |. 
Consul at Beirout, $500,” and insert— 

That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby created a 
consul gengral with a salary of %2 
tst of July, 1853. The said eo late shall comprebend || 
both Syria and Palestine, and $4,000 is hereby appropri- | 
ated for ihe salary of the said consul. t 

That is in accordance with the recommendation i 
and estimate of the Secretary of State. I have it i 
here by me. The Senator from Michigan (Mr. i 
Cass] knows very well whatthe duties of the con- i| 
sul there are. He is clothed with judicial gs well || 
as consular powers. The amendment proposes to || 
give him the title of consul general for‘social and |: 


political reasons. It is recommended by the De- || 


li 


We sent it to the House, and they |; 


000 per annum from the |! 


partment. The Senate passed a bill 
‘that effect; and it was then recommended’ by the 


| iag expedition, des 


‘ter of them ? 


July 22, 


Secretary of State, and has been so for the last 
four years. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
better go over. 

lt was passed over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 am also directed to offer 
the following amendment: 

For life-boatsand other means of rendering services to 
shipwrecked mariners and others on the coastof the United 
States, to be expended by the Massachusetis Hainane So- 
ciety, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
$10,000. 

Mr. PRATT. Let that lie over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
amend the clause ‘for the relief and protection of 
American seamen in foreign countries, $125,000,”” 
by inserting after the word ‘ seamen” the words 
“and seamen belonging to American vessels.” 

Mr, TOOMBS. Let that lie over. 


I think that amendment had 


Mr. HAMLIN. lLalso propose the following | 


additional section. 

Sse. —. And be it further enacted, That the county of 
Fi Paso, in the State of Texas, and the Territory of New 
Mexico, be, and they are hereby, made a collection district 
by th 
place 
shall be appointed to reside Uereat, with such other omicers 
as shali be necessary, aad the compensation of the collector 
shall be 32,000 per annum, including the fees of his office. 


Mr. WELLER. That had better go over. 


Mr. HAMLIN. > ] desire to make a single ex- | 
planation in regard to it, and I think when i; 


make it there will be no objection to it, There is 
a necessity for it which will, 1 think, induce every 
Senator to give his assent to it. 


before the committee that there are from $100,000 
to $300,000 of Mexican goods annually imported 
into that Territory from the road through El 


Paso, ina corner of Texas, that being the point | 


through which the road passes. The Senate has 
passed a bill,and it has gone to the House, creat- 
ing a district according to the terms of this section. 
There is no prospect, probably, that the House 
will reach it at this session, and it now resolves 
itself into a question of economy whether we will 
place a revenue ofticer there who will collect 


$30,000 or $40,000 a year, or leave it subject to no |} 
3 $ y J i 


revenue laws. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I object to it, The people’ 
there are in a God-forsuken country anyhow, and | 
Lam perfectly willing that they should take these | 


goods. . : 
Mr. PEARCE. The Committee on the Library 
have directed me to move to amend the bill by in- 


|| serting: 


Yo enable the Joint Committee on the Library of Con- 
gress to replace the 


jed by the burning of the library, and 
we plaies and ofber property dest sd by fire in Philadel- 
phia, including the binding, $9,002 


BY Se 


Mr. GWIN. Let that go over. 
Mr. PEARCE. Ifthe Senator will allow me to 


sii, 


s 


_ make a brief statement, I think he will not object 


to it. We have lost, by the burning of the library, 
twenty-three copies of this seventh volume, and 
of course we have imperfect sets. All the plates 
have been destroyed by fire in Philadelphia, and 
a number of the charts have been also destroyed. 
We desire to have them replaced, and this amend- 
ment proposes to make an appropriation which 
will replace them. 

Mr.GWIN. I should prefer to have it go over. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


sections may go over, 
Mr. BRODHEAD. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tional officers or servants to the President. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 


state that these amendinents were offered from the 


| Finance Committee, and were not objected to, but 


were agreed to by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I objectto them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks it is too late. 

Mr. WELLER. I apprehend the Senator can 
demand a vote upon them when we get into the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair an- 
nounced at the time that ifthey were not objected 
to, without any question being taken upon them, 
they would be considered as agreed to. 


last year to 


fam also directed to move to | 


name of Paso det Norte, and Frontira shall be the į 
r port of delivery in said district; and a collector į; 


There is no rev- | 
enue officer in New Mexico, and it is in evidence : 


seventh volume and atlas of the explor- | 


1 ask that the: 
i amendments embraced in the eleventh and twelfth 


What is the subject-mat- | 


They give addi- | 


| 


Mr. WELLER, We are now in committee, 
and [suppose when the amendments are reported 
to the Senate, the Senator from Tennessee can de- 
mand a vote upon them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is now 
in the Senate. 

Mr. TOOMBS. This is a very short-hand way 
of disposing of the appropriation bills. We gen- 
erally go into committee upon them. : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will make. the 
motion to reconsider the vote by which they 
were agreed to, if I can. I think it is proper to 
do so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to 
reconsider will be entered. 

Mr. GEYE I move to amend the following 
proviso in the bill: 

«c Provided, That none of the moneys, appropriated by 
this act forany custom-house or marine hospital, shall be 
used or applica for the purpose mentioned untila valid 
title to the land for the site of such building, in each case, 
shall be vested in the United States, and until the State in 
which such building is to be completed shall in due form, 
and in a manner that shall biud such State, release and 
surrender to the United States jurisdiction over the site of 
such bnilding. 

By striking out the words, “and until the State 
in which such building is to be completed, shall in 
due form, and ina manner that shall bind such 


| State, release and surrender to the United States 


jurisdiction over the site of such building.” 

The amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. GEYER. 1 move the same amendment 
to the clause in relation to the custom-house at 
Richmond, Virginia. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I propose to amend the bill 


| by inserting the following: 


For rebuilding the eustom-house at Portland, Maine, 
inelnding accommodations for a post ofice and rooms for 


i the United States courts, $210,000, 


That has been estimated for by the Department, 
and has passed the Senate, Lt was omitted in 
the other Bouse by mistake. 

Mr. HUNTER. lcan only say, in regard to 
these new custom-houses, that they met with 
great difficulty in this appropriation bill, in the 
other House; and I feel it my duty, at least so 
far I can, to resist the additional appropriation for 
custom-houses upon it. Those that have been 
commenced, and are partly completed, of course 
maat be carried out; but this is not one of that 
class. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is to rebuild the custom- 
nouse which has been burnt. There has been an 
appropriation for it. It certainly comes within 
the same class as those which are to. be completed, 

Mr. HUNTER, No appropriation for rebuild- 
ing it has ever been made. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It passed the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. Not the House. 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir. 

Mr. BUNTER. Thenit does not come in the 
class of those for which appropriations have been 
made, 

Mr. HAMLIN. There has been a building 
there sanctioned by law for this very purpose, and 
this appropriation 1s to restore that building which 
has been burned down. It would have passed the 
House but for a mistake, it not being offered at the 
proper time. i have an amendment including a 
variety of new custom-houses to offer. 1 sup- 
posed the Senator would oppose that, but 1 did 
not suppose that he would resist this. It is rec- 
ommended unanimously by the Committee on 
Commerce, and is estimated for and recommended 
by the Treasury Department. 

Mr. CASS. I do not see why, if we have the 
proper estimate for this, it should not be inserted 
here. I observe one provision inthe bill providing 
for the purchase of a tract of land. Why, then, 
should we be precluded from putting in such a 
case as this? 

Mr. HUNTER. There has been a previous 
appropriation for that, but it was not sufficient to 
complete it. i 

Mr. CASS. In some way the previous appro- 
priation went into the appropriation bill, Now, 
why should we stop with this matter? I do not 
see any reason in the world for it. The simple 
question is, whether the. appropriation is correct; 
and we should act upon it without reference to the 
preceding appropriations. I know myself there 
are many places in the country where custom- 
houses should be erected. It does not require an 
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elaborate determination; but if it is fortified by a 
report from the Treasury Department, stating its 
necessity, I would put it in; if not, I would not 
put it in. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I trust the Senator from 
Virginia will withdraw. his objection to this 
amendment. ‘This matter came up-upon the de- 
ficiency bill, and was debated, and was voted to 
that bill asan amendment, by a very large major- 
ity. The Senator then stated that he should have 
objected, but he yielded to the necessity of the 
case. Here is a building burnt. Within it was 
the custom-house and the court-house, and by its 
burning all these various departments of the Gov- 
ernment in Portland have: been turned out of 
doors. 
the appropriation in the deficiency bill by a large 
majority. 

do not see, now, very well, how the Senator 
can say that this ought not to go into this appro- 
priation bill. We have lost one year, and if it is 
not put in here, we shall lose another, before the 
appropriation can be made. Now, sir, under 
these circumstances, the technical objection which 
the Senator from Virginia makes, strikes me as 
really unkind. 


house, yet it is a work authorized by law. A 


law has been passed heretofore, making an ap- : 


ropriation to build the custom-bouse, but it has 
een burned down, and it is a recognized matter; 


b 


and certainly an appropriation in tbis bill to re- | 


build it is not objectionable. There is not a sim- 
Har case inthe whole country; and when the Sec- 


retary of the ‘Treasury has recommended it, and į 


sent us the estimate, and the Committee on Com- 
merce have unanimously recommended it, I hope 
the amendment will be sustained, and that no 
Senator will object to it. 


Now, under these circumstances, will not the | 


Senator from Virginia, and all other Senators, 
after making such liberal appropriation for almost 
every object that can be mentioned—certainly 
without any objection on our part—allow us to 
have a building at some time or other, and to be- 
gin it within a reasonable time, so that the objects 
of the Government in our city can be accom- 
plished ? 


Mr. HAMLIN. I find, on looking at the bill 


as it came to us from the House, that it contains | 


an appropriation for the purchase of a site for a 
custom-house at San Francisco. That is all very 
well. It meets my approbation, and will receive 
my vote. I find, also, that the Committee on 
Finance have recommended an appropriation to 
build a custom-house on that site. Now, Lap- 


peal to the chairman of the Committee on Fi- | 


nance why we, when we now own the site on 
which to erect this building, should not stand as 
well as the people at San Francisco, when there 
is an appropriation in the bill to buy a site there, 
and that is followed up by the Finance Commit- 
tee with an appropriation to erect a building, I 
think the Senator ought, at least, to be wiiling, 
when weown the site, that we should stand on 


quite as good terms as if we had an appropriation | 


in the bill to buy one. 

Mr. HUNTER, The San Francisco case stands 
on a little different footing, for there was a previ- 
ous appropriation. l perceive, hawever, that this 
amendment does stand on a somewhat different 
ground from what I supposed, as it is to replace a 
building which has been burnt down. 

Mr. WELLER. Ido not see that there can 
be any objection whatever to thisamendment. It 
is either necessary to have a collection district at 
this place, or itis not. If it is necessary to have 
a collection district, we must havea custom-house 
there, and if we have not got a custom-house 
there, we must build one. Ifthere be no revenues 
collected there, and be no necessity for a collection 
district, let us repeal the law establishing it. So 
long as we have customs received there, we must 
have a building. If the old building has been 
burnt down, we should buiid a new one. This 
seems to me to be very clear. Ft is a matter of 
no sort of importance to me whether this bea new 
appropriation or an old one. The only question 
is, whether it is necessary to havea building there 
in order to transact the business of the Govern- 
ment. If it is necessary, TI am willing to vote 
whatever amount will accomplish that object. 

Mr. HUNTER. i withdraw my objection. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Under such circumstances, the Senate put | 


It is true that there has been no | 
particular appropriation to rebuild the custom- i 


$ 


j erect a building. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Iam further directed by the. 


Committee on Commerce to offer an amendment, 
to'come in after the appropriation for the purchase 
of a site for a custom-house at Providence, Rhode 
Island. The amendment is to insert: 


And the Secretary of the Treasery shall be, and he is 
hereby, antborized to contract for the construction of a 
custom house on. said site, to include accommodations for 
a post office and United States court room, at & cost not 
exceeding $200,000. 

The bill now contains an appropriation for the 
purchase of a site at Providence, but it confers no 
authority upon the Secretary of the Treasury to 
Lhe amendment gives that 
authority, and it is limited within the estimates 
furnished by the Treasury Department, which I. 
have by me. 

Theamendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. By direction of the same 
committee, I now offer an amendment, containing 
two additional sections, which contain provisions 
for the erection of new custom-houses in a variety 
of places all over the Union. The amendment is 
to add the following additional sections : 

Src. — De it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to cause to be constructed the tollowing buildings: 

At Ellsworth, Maine, for the accommodation of the eus- 
tom house and post office, a building of briek with fire- 
prooy floors, coustructed of irou beams and briek work, 
iron rooi, shutters, st five feet by thirty, and 
twenty-five fect in height trom the foundation, to cost not 
more than 10,000. 

At Belfast, Maine, for the acenmmodation of the eustom- 
House and post office, a building of like materials, forty five 
feet by thirty two aud thirty-two feet high, and to cost not 
more ihan eü, uuo. 

At Glo Br, 7 rchusetts 5 Toledo, Ohio; Burling- 
ton, Vermont, and Sandusky, Ohio, for the accommodation 
of the customr-hoase and post ofice, a building of like 
materials, sixty-feet by forty tive feet and Uhirty-two feet 
from tie foundation, and to cost not more than &40,000 for 
each beilding. 

At Milwaukic, Wisconsin, for the accommodation of the 
custon-house, post otce, and United States courts, a 
building of like materials, sixty feet by forty-five feet, forty- 
eight fect in height from the foundation, lo cost not more 
than 850,000, 

At New Haven, Connecticut; Newark, New Jersey; 
Buiialo, New York; Oswego, New York ; Wheeling, Vir- 
ginias Chicago, IHinois; and Detroit, Michigan, cach for 
the accommodation of the castom-house, post office, Uni- 
ted States courts, and steamboat inspeetors, a building of 
stone, of like floors, beams, roots, shutters, &c., cighty- 
five feet by sixty feet, sixty feetinheight from tbe fonunda- 
tion, to cost not more than 358,000 for cach building. ‘The 
building at Deiroit 1 be erected upon a water jot belonging 
to the United States. 

At Gaiveston, Texas, for the accommodation of we eus- 
ton house, postoffice, and United States courts, a building 
of brick, of like floors, beams, root, shatters, &e., forty- 
five feet, by seventy feet, lorty-eigit fest higi from the 
foundation, with n portico on two sides, and to cost not 
more than $190,000. 

At Petersburg, Virginia, for the accommodation of the 
custom-house and post oft ng of sione, of like 
floors, beams, roof, shutters, > sixty feet by forty-five 
feet, thirty-two feet high from the foundation, to cost not 
more than $62,009, 

Sec. —. dnd be tt further enacted, That the several 
sums mentioned in the preceding section of this act, as the 
cost of the buildings therein autuorized to be constructed, 
together with ten per cent. thereon, to cover the compen- 
sation of architects, superintendents, advertising, and other 
contingent expenses, aud so much as may be required to 
purebase cuitibl s for said buildings, be, and the same 
are hereby, appropriated for the purposes aturesaid, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated 
Provided, That no money hereby appropriated suali be 
used Or applied for the purposes nientioued, until a valid 
tite to the land for the site o eh building, in each case, 
shall be vested in th y duel antl 
shall also duly re he United Stat 
the right lo tax, ori ite, or the prop- 
erty of the United Sta thereou, during the 
time ihat the said United Staies shall be or remain the 
owner thereof, 


Mr. HUNTER objected to the consideration of 
the amendment. 

Mr. PEARCE, It is evident that we cannot 
consider such a large amendment now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
suggest that the amendment already stands over 
on an objection interposed by the Senator from 
Virginia. 

Mr. PEARCE. Then the hour of three o’clock 
having almost arrived, 1 move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator withdraw the motion for a moment, to allow 
the Chair to present a message fromthe President 
of the United States? 

Mr. PEARCE. Certainiy. 

CAPE FEAR RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 
Senate the following message from the President 
of the United States: 


To the Senate of the United States 
I havg-this day given_my siguature to, 
ther apprgpriation for’ the improvement of th j; 
river, North Carolina. The occasion * seems- to ren 
proper for me: to deviate from theiordinary:course, 0 
nouncing the approval of bills by. an oral statement o 
and, for the purpose of , preventing -aliy:misapprehensi 
which might otherwise arise from the -pliraseolugy of ih 
act, to communieate in. writing, thatiny approval 
to it onthe ground that the oijstructious which the propo 
appropriation-is- intended to. remove, are the result-of acts 
of the General Government FRANELIN-PHERC, 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE 
„The Senate adjourned, 


? 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES -` 
Sarurpay, July 22, 1854. < ee 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer. 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. f i ; 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. : 
The SPEAKER appointed the following mem-? 
bers as the select committee to investigute the 
charges made against the honorable Tromas H. 
Bayiy: Messrsa Witte, of Penosylvania; SMITH. 
Munver, of Indiana; Hix, of Kentucky; SHOWERS 
of Maryland; Waxtry, of Massachusetts; JOHN- 
son, of Ohio; and Rocers, of North Carolinas, 
LAWS OF OREGON. Eae Rn 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secre:ary of ube ‘Lerritory off 
Oregon, transmitting the Journals and laws of the 
Legislative Assembly of that Territory; which,, 
with the accompanying documents, was referred: 
to the Committee on Territories. 


REFERENCE OF A SENATE RESOLUTION. ; 

Mr. SOLLERS. [ask the unanimous consent: 
of the House to take up a Senate joint resolution 
for the purposeof having it referred. 

There being no objection, Senate joint. resolu« 


i tion “in relation to surgeons’ mates of the Army 


of the Revolution, was taken from the taole, read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. : 


ADVERSE REPORTS. anes 

Mr. EDGERTON. I ask the unanimous, cons 
sent of the House to repert. from the Committee 
of Claims sundry Senate bills. The committee 
report them with a recommendation, that they do 
not pass. Í ask that they may be referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
reports, printed, in 

‘There was no objection, and Senate bills of the 
following titles were reported from the Committee 
of Claims: 

No. 52. An act for the relief of Mary E. D. 
Blaney, widow of the late Major George Blaney; 

No. 176. An act for the relief of John P. Moki. 
derry; 

No. 279. An act for the relief of Hezek 
Miller; 

No. 165. Anact for the relief of 
G. Williamson; 

No. 109. An act for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Daniel Loomis, deceased; 

No. 369. An act for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of the late Colonel John Anderson; and 

No. 290. An act for the relief of Rulif Van 
Brant. : 

Mr. EDGERTON. My motion is, that. they 
be referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
with a recommendation that they do not pass. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. Wi5ull it: not: be 
better to have them laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed? It seems to me that that 
is the proper course, and that it will be much 
better than to lumber up our Calendar in Com- 
mittee of the Whole with them. 

The SPEAKER. It wili be for the Flouse to 


Lieutenant A, 


| decide. 


Mr. JONES. I move, then, that the bills do lie 
upon the table, and, with the reports, be printed. 

‘Mr. EDGERTON. T would be very much 
obliged to the gentleman from New York if he 
would withdraw his motion, and allow the bills to 
take the direction recommended by the committee, 
In some of these cases there has been a difference 
of principle between the Committee of Claims. in 
the House and the Committee of Claims in the 
Senate, and it is but fair to the claimants:that the 
matters should be discussed in Committeeof the 
Whole. It seems to me, therefore; a matter of 
propriety that these bills should take the course 
recommended by the Committee of Claims, 


Ps 
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oe 


: Mr. JONES. . The 
of the Committee of Claims makes the’ c#se all, 
the stronger. I am willing to abide by the Recision 
of: the House committee; and i therefore: adhere 
tomy motion. ` 

The question was taken; and the motion to lay 
upon the table was.not agreed to. 

“The bills were then referred.to-a Committee 
of the Whole House 
dered: to ‘be. printed. 

Mr. EDGERTON, from. the Committee of 
Claims, reported adversely on the- following cases; 
which were ordered. to lie upon the table, and be 
printed: 

Memorial of Christopher Gill, for compensation 
for personal damages while on service in the Con- 
gressional Library; 

Petition of John Robinson; 

Petition of Edward H. Herbert, asking payment 
ofa balance claimed for timber delivered to the 
United States; 

. Petition of William Brown, for pension and 
compensation for losses sustaingd in the war of 


; and, with the reports, or- 


y 

Petition of Captain Henry Eagle, for the return 
to him of certain money stolen from him which 
he paid into the United States Treasury, and since 
retained by the Government out of the pay of the 

- thief; 

Petition of James Van Horn; and 

Petition of Robert Lanham, for bounty land and 
compensation for losses in the Florida war. 

FAVORABLE EEPORTS. 

Mr. EDGERTON, from the same committee, 
reported back bills and a resolution of the fol- 
lowing titles, with the recommendation that they 
do pass; which were referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- 
ing reports, ordered to be printed: 

S. No. 410. An act forthe relief of James Dixon. 

S. No. 342. An act for the relief of William 


ae 
S. No. 274. An act for the relief of Levi Price 
and Andrew Hodge, jr.; 


S. No. 278. An act for the relief of Henry La |! 


Reintrie; 

S. No. 362, An act f&r the relief of Asa An- 
drews; 

S. No. 193. An act to provide compensation 
for the services of George Morrell in adjusiing 
titles to Jand in Michigan; and 
enone resolution for the relief of James W. 

e 

Mr. E. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Mr. G. Smith; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole Flouse, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

THE FLEURTIAN CLAIM. 

Mr. SMITH, of ‘Tennessee. ‘There is in the 
Committee of the Whole, Senate bill (No. 103) 
“confirming a certain land claim in Louisiana, 
knownas the Fleurian claim,” which I desire to 
get before the House, in order that it may be put 
on its passage. 
asked to take up for consideration any bill out of 
its usual order, and I trust that I may now have 
the unanimous consent to discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole from the further consideration of 
that bill, so that it may be taken up and passed. 

Mr. KERR. I make no objection to the gen- 
tleman’s proposition, but F would like that he 
would yield me the floor to report back a bill from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, in order that it 
may be referred. 

Mr. SMITH. 
that purpose. 

Mr. KERR, from the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, by unanimous consent, reported back Senate 


bill (No. 239) entitled ¢* An act for the relief of Syl- į 


vester Pettibone,” with a recommendation that it 
do pass; said bill.was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the accom 
report, ordered to be printed. 


TEMPERANCE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. MAY. By the permission of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, | ask the unanimous con- 


sent to make a report from the Committee on the |) 


Judiciary. 
Mr. SMITH. I yield for that purpose. 
Mr. MAY. I am instructed by the Committee 


on the Judiciary, to report adversely on the prayer 


statement of the chairman: 


I believe that I have never before | 


I yield to the gentleman for || 


panying | 


SONAL GLOBE. 


of the New. York: Temperance Alliance in. refer- 
ence to. the prohibition of the sale of. intoxicating 
liquors in Washington, and to move that the report 
be ordered:to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. move that the 
| report on the memorial of the New York Alliance 
| jast made, be recommitted, with instructions to the 
committee to report a bill which shall clothe the 
city of Washington with express and ample pow- 
ers to limit the traffic of intoxicating liquors at 
| all places within its bounds; and on this motion I 
propose to make some remarks. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I did not yield 
the floor for any such purpose, and I do not think 
| that the gentleman has any right to discuss this 

question now. 


to know what understanding has been made be- 
tween gentlemen on the floor. 
know that the gentleman from Tennessee yielded 
to the gentleman from Maryland, who, being 
regularly recognized, reported, by unanimous con- 
| sent, adversely on the memorial which has been 
‘indicated. The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Smiru] rose, and moved to recommit the report 
with instructions. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it in order to 
move instructions? i 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr.HUNT. Lask my friend from New York, 
as a favor, to allow this claim to be considered 
now. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Smiru] had the floor, but, through his politeness 
and kindness, he has seemingly lost it. 1 hope, 
under such circumstances, and considering that 
this claim affects forty of my constituents in their 
| possession of land, which they have held for 
| ninety-nine years, that the gentleman from New 
! York will accede to the first favor I have ever 
| asked at bis hands. 


: consent, if it be the pleasure of the gentleman and 
the House.. 

Mr. SMITH. There may be some person at 
| that time who would object. If I could have the 
floor on Monday or Tuesday, I am entirely willing 
to waive my right to it now. Although every 
| person here may be in favor of my having the 
floor at this time, yet there may be persons present 
at some other time who would object to consid- 
ering this matter. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent, an 
arrangement may be made which will prove sat- 
isfactory to all parties. Is it the unanimous con- 
sent of the House that this proposition to recom- 
mit the report be postponed, and considered on the 
morning of Monday next? 

Mr. FAULKNER. 1 would suggest Tuesday. 

Mr. MAY. [wish to say that the gentleman 
i from Tennessee (Mr. Smiri] yielded me the floor 
for the purpose of presenting that report. Hav- 
ing done so, I supposed it would be printed. The 
| gentleman from ‘Tennessee claims the floor, and 
} he is entitled to it.” If the fact that he consented 
| to my presenting the report has embarrassed him 


jin his right toa hearing and consideration of the 


| petent for me now to withdraw the report, I beg 
leave to do so. 

The SPEAKER. The report isin the posses- 
| sion of the House, 
Mr. MAY. Can I not withdraw it by unani- 
| mous consent? 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman can effect 
i his object in that way. 

Mr. MAY. [ trust, then, the unanimous con- 
‘gent will be given, and opportunity afforded me 
|; at some other time to make the report. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair was about to 
i 


|i the floor, that the motion to recommit the report 


i morning hour ? . 

| The SPEAKER. It would come up at that 
li time, if the unanimous consent of the House is 
i given. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
‘of the morning hour. 
Mr. LETCHER. What is the report? 

| Mr. MAY. It is the report of the Judiciary 
| Committee upon a subject about which the mem- 


I am against taking it out 


The Chair does, 


The SPEAKER. The motion ofthe gentleman | 
from New York may be postponed by unanimous | 


| bill which he proposes to consider, and it be com-: 


| be postponed until Monday or Tuesday of next 
; week. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. To be considered in the | 


state a proposition made by some gentleman upon || 


t 


| for considerations and the gentleman from 
! York will then have the right which he has now. 


‘bers of the committee have been importuned a 


good deal.. The report ‘relates. to memorials of 
temperance societies praying an amendment of the 
city. charter of Washington, so as to give that 


| corporation power absolutely to prohibit the sale 


of intoxicating liquors. The Judiciary Committee 
have made an adverse report upon these memorials, 
upon the distinct ground that the present charter, 
as amended, confers such power. 

Mr. HOUSTON. No one objects to the report 
of the gentleman from Maryland being withdrawn. 

A Memper. I object. Š 

The SPEAKER. There is objection made to 
it by a gentleman to the left of the Chair. The 


; report isin the possession of the House, and a mo- 
: tion has been made to recommit it, 


The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the Chair |; 


lt is not com- 
petent, therefore, for the gentleman from Maryland 
to withdraw his report, unless by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr.HENN. Is itin order for me now to move 
to reconsider the vote by which the report was 
received ? 

TheSPEAKER. It would be in order if the 
gentleman from Jowa had got the floor for any 
such purpose. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Smiry] is on the floor to speak to his mo- 
tion, and the Chair has decided that he is entitled 
to it. 

Mr. ORR. Will the gentleman from Tennes- 
see (Mr. Smita] be entitled to the floor when this 
matter shall have been disposed of? 

The SPEAKER. That will depend upon the 
gentleman from Tennessee himself, and be for the 
Speaker to determine. The gentleman has no 
right at all to the floor more than any other mem- 
ber. 

Mr.ORR. I understand thatthe gentleman from 
Tennessee yielded the floor temporarily to the 
gentleman from Maryland, and is therefore enti- 
tled to it after the gentleman from Maryland has 
attained his object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee was recognized by the Chair. The gentle- 
man from Maryland rose, and appealed to him to 
give way till he could make a report from his com- 
mittee. The gentleman from Tennessee complied 
with the request. The report of the gentleman 
from Maryland was presented, and then the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Smrrn] moved to re- 
commit. That is the history of the matter; and 
the gentleman from New York, under the rules of 
the House, is entitled to the floor on his motion. 

Mr.HUNT. If the honorable gentleman from 
New York will give way for five minutes this bill 
will be passed. It has received the unanimous 
approval of the Senate. Thereis nothing in itfor 
disputation, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire 
whether or not there be objection to the postpone- 
ment of the further consideration of this motion to 
recommit. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object, 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. SmitH.] 

Mr. EDGERTON. Irise to a question of or- 
der. My question of order is this: that this being 
private bill day, it requires a vote of two thirds of 
the House to consider any other business than pri- 
vate business. 

TheSPEAKER. The point of order raised by 
the gentleman from Ohio is overruled, on the 
ground that, by unanimous consent, the report in 
question was presented to the House by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland. This sets aside all the 
rules of the body, and places the gentleman from 
New York on the floor to make his speech. This 
is the history of practice under the rule. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I suggest that 
the motion of the gentleman from New York be 
postponed by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) That has been 
objected to by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Housron.] 

Mr. WASHBURN. I mean that that motion 
be postponed until after the proposition of the 
gentleman from Tennessee shall have been dis- 
posed of. That matter will take but ten des 

ew 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have objected to that mo- 


|| tion; and when F object toa thing, I do not lightly 


withdraw such objection. i 
Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. | We have arrived 
at too late a period of the session to go into this 
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discussion. I therefore propose that, with the 
unanimous consent of the House, the considera- 
tion of this report be postponed till the second 
Monday in December next. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent of 
the House that object can be accomplished. If 
the gentleman from New York yield the floor to 
the gentleman from Tennessee {[Mr. Jones] for 
any such motion, it will be in order to propose it. 

Mr. SMITH. Ido not yield the floor.. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman from 
New York allow me one moment to make a sug- 
gestion? 

Mr. SMITH. 


I must decline assent. I would 


have been half through my speech by this time, | 


and considering that l have risen to make the last 
speech that [ shall ever make on the floor of Con- 
gress—as I leave my seat at the close of the ses- 
sion—I cannot think it altogether generous in the 


House to evince so much unwillingness to hear |: 


me. 


Mr. S. then addressed the Hlouse at length on | 


the subject of the temperance reform, and in favor 
of a prohibitory liquor law. His remarks are 
withheld for revision, and will be published in the 
Appendix. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move tolay the 
report of the Judiciary Committee upon the table, 
and that it be printed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [ move that it be laid 
upon the table absolutely. My object is to pre- 
vent debate upon the motion to print. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Mary- 
land, (Mr. May,] when he made the report from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, moved that it be 
printed, 

Mr. ORR. If the instructions are laid upon the 
table, they will carry everything with them. 

The report was then laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the report was laid upon 
the table, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


THE FLEURIAN CLAIM. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 


from the further consideration of Senate bill (No. 


103,) ‘to confirm a certain land claim in Louisi- į 


ana, known as the F'leurian claim.’’ 

Mr. SKELTON. 1 would like to have the bill 
read for the information of the House. 

The bill was then read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I can explain in 
a very few words the object of this bill. 1 promise 
to make no argument, but simply to state the facts 
upon which itis founded. It appears that, in 
1744, Joseph Villers Dubreuil purchased a tract of 
land in the Province of Louisiana from the In- 
dians, settled upon it, and in 1754 commenced its 
cultivation. In 1763 he presented his claim to 


the oflicers of the French Crown, then acting in the |; 


Province of Louisiana. Hiis claim was admitted, 
his title was decreed to him, and thus the matter 
rested. It will be remembered that, in 1762, the 
Province of Louisiana was ceded to Spain by 
France, under the secret treaty of Fontainbleau, 
which was not made known until 1764 although, 
previously to that time, it had been actually trans- 
ferred to Spain by the French Government. And 
hence their title, derived in this manner, has been 
regarded as invalid. 

In 1772, however, the original claimant of these 
lands died. Spain had then taken possession of 
the Province of Louisiana. Her own officers were 
acting there. They had complete and full author- 
ity in reference to the subject-matter that had been 
acted upon by the officers of the French Govern- 
ment, This claim was not presented to them 
directly. But, after the death of the original claim- 


ant, it was ordered to be inventoried by the Span- |; 


ish Governor as a part of the estate of Mr. Du- 


briel. It was put up and sold by virtue ofa decree | 


ofa court deriving its authority from the Spanish 
Crown, then holding the Province of Louisiana. 


It was sold, and Charles J. B. Fleurian became i 
He held the land in his own right :} 


the purchaser. 
from that time until the period of his death, and 
it has now descended to his heirs. 

It appears, however, that a portion of this land 
only was fit for cultivation ‚a large part of it being 


I now ask the! 
unanimous consent of the House that the Com- || 
mittee of the Whole House may be discharged | 


land, the superficies of which is a kind of turf, 
while the substratum is bog or quagmire, render- 
ing it unfit for cultivation. These claimants are 
the heim, representatives, and vendees of Charles 
J. B. Fleurian. They derive title through him. 
They hav leveed and drained this boggy portion 
of the land; and they have been cultivating and 
holding possession of it by themselves, and 
through their vendors and ancestors, for a period 
now of a hundred years, 

1 will remark, however, that the Supreme Court 
: of the United States have decided that these land 
| titles, which were confirmed by the officers of the 
French Government after the secret treaty of 
Fontainbleau in 1762, and before Spain had taken 
possession of the Province of Louisiana, are void, 
even though the claimants retain possession of the 
lands. The Supreme Court decided that so far as 
the legal title of these lands is concerned, it is 
vested in the United States, because the titles to 
, them were confirmed by officers acting under the 
authority of the French Crown while the Province 
really belonged to Spain. Therefore, it becomes 
necessary, in order to settle the title now in ques- 
: tion, that this bill should be passed, so as to au- 
ii thorize the issuing of a patent to the present claim- 
ants. [t does not conflict in any manner with the 
vested rights of any individual accruing before 
the passage of the.bill. I therefore ask the pre- 
vious question. A 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered to be put; and under the 
| operation of the previous question the bill was or- 
| dered to be read a third time, and having been 
read a third time, was passed. 
| Mr. SMITH. I move to reconsider the vote 
| by which the bill was passed, and also move that 
|| the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. READY, by unanimous consent from the 
Committee of Claims, reported the following 
bills; which were read a first and second time by 
| their title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
| House, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of L. H. Lyon and Dean S. 
| Howard, of the State of New York; and 

An act supplementary to an act of 1816, enti- 
tled “An act for the purpose of relieving those 
|| whose property was destroyed by the enemy in 
|, the war of 1812.” 


Mr. McMULLIN. 
of business. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move that the 

| House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
: Whole on the state of the Union. 
| TheSPEAKER. The regular order of business 
| is the consideration of certain private bills upon the 
‘table, which were reported by a Committee of 
i the Whole House. 
i Mr. JONES. 1 withdraw my motion, if the 
i bills have been reported froma Committee of the 
| Whole House, and allow the House to proceed to 
their consideration. 


| The House then proceeded to dispose of the 
‘ bilis heretofore reported from a Committee of the 
ii Whole Llouse. 

i House bill (No. 108) “ for the relief of George 
|G. Bishop, and the legal representatives of John 
| Arnold, deceased,” reported with a recommend- 
| ation that it do not pass. 

f The bill was laid upon the table. 


I call for the regular order 


| Steenrod,” reported with amendments. 
The dill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, §c., That the petition of Daniel Steenrod, 
| with the accompanying documents and depositions, he 
: referred to the Secretary of War; and be is hereby au- 
thorized and directed, in such mode as to him shall seem 
just and expedient, to appoint an umpire to bear evidence 
: in the city of Wheeling, Virginia, and ascertain aud fix 
i what is jusily and equitably due the said petitioner thereon 3 
: and the Seeretary of the ‘Treasury is authorized and 
i; directed to pay such sum out of any money in the Treas- 
i, ury not otherwise appropriated by law. 


| 
| First amendment: 


Second amendment: 


Strike out al} after the word “authorized,” in the fourth 
i line, and insert the following; 

To appoint a commissioner to take evidence in the city 
of Wheeling, or elsewhere, and ascertain and report what 
lis justly and equitably due to said petitioner thereon; and 
i if such report is approved by the Comptrolier, the Secretary 


i 

| 

l 

$ 6 Comptroller of the Treasury.” 
i 

i 

| 


tremblants pareres—trembling prairie—a tract of |] of Waris authorized and directed to pay such sum of money 


House bill (No. 182) “ for the relief of Daniel | 


Strike out the words ‘Secretary of War,” and insert | 


i outof any money in the. Treasury hot otherwise appropri- 
| ated: Provided, That said commissioner shall be selected 
| out of such persons now in the employment of the Govern- 
ment, for which service no extra compensation. shall be 
paid. 


The amendments were agreed to. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. and 
read a third time; and being engrossed; it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The bill of the House (No. 195) ‘ for the relief 
| of Sarah K. Jenks, and the legal representatives 
of Hartshorne R. Thomas, in the matter of the 
brig Jane,” coming up next in order, having been 
reported with a recommendation that it do not 
pass, was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. ORR moved that the bill do lie upon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The following billsand joint resolution reported 
without amendments and with a recommendation 
that they do pass, were then severally taken up, 
read in extenso, ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time, and being engrossed, were read a third 
time, and passed: 

H. R. No. 189. A bill for the relief of John. S. 
Jones and William H. Russell, surviving partners 
of Brown, Russell & Co.; 

H.R. No. 190. A bill for the relief of William 
Hankins; 

H.R. No. 196. A bill for the relief of Gilbert 
C. Russell; 
| H.R. No. 199. A bill for the relief of Thomas 

C. Greene; 

H. R. No. 238. A bill for the relief. of John S. 
King, of Virginia; 

HL. R. No. 241. A bill for the relief of the ad- 
ministrators of Oliver Lee, deceased; and 
| H.R. No. 5. A joint -resolution directing the 

accounting officers of the Treasury to adjust the 
accounts of William Woodbury, late pension 
| agent at Portland, Maine. 

Mr. ORR. [move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- 
| teeofthe Whole on the state of the Union, in order 
that the amendments of the Senate to the Indian 
appropriation bill may be taken up and con- 
sidered. ‘These amendments should receive our 
prompt attention and action. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. COBB. That ought to be done, for there 
remain only three private bill days of this session. 

The SPEAKER. The question is not debat- 
rable, and the Chair must insist on gentlemen 
| preserving order. This being private bill day, 
the motion to go intoa Committee of the Whole 
Elouse on the Private Calendar will be first put. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Epaerron’s 
motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, (Mr. Henpricxs in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill first in order for 
consideration is House bill (No. 59) ‘* for the 
relief of Samuel Colt.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
be informally passed over. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I would suggest, to 
save time, that the committee commence with the 
Calendar where it left off on Saturday last. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
|; that this bill was passed over by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
vote of the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is in order, I presume, to 
|| commence the consideration of the bills on the 
Calendar where the committee last left off. Un- 
less we do this, the bills low down on the Calendar 
will get no attention at all. I move that we com- 
mence where we left off last Saturday. 

The CHAIRMAN. This is the first bill in 
order. The Chair understands that it was only 

assed over for last Saturday. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
i to the committee that if we wish to make progress 
| on the Calendar, we had better, by unanimous 
i consent, consider this as objection day. 
| ‘The suggestion was unanimously acquiesced in. 
The committee then proceeded to consider the 
| 
i 


I move that bill 


It was passed over by 


Hi 
i 


bills in the order in which they stood upon the Cal- 
endar, when those bills which were objected to 
were passed over, 


Es 


x 
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Touse bill. (No. 103) “ for the relief of Ferdi- 
nand Clark.” [Objected to by Mr. Sxexrow.] 
House bill (No. 105) ‘ for the relief of Wilson 
& Brothers, of St. Louis, in the State of Mis- 
souri.” [Objected to by Mr, Sxetton.] 

House bill (No, 239)“ for the relief of Hiram 
Moore and. John Hascall.” (Objected:to by Mr. 
Smirna; of Virginia.] 

“louse bill (No. 240) * for the relief of Thomas 
S. J. Johnson, of the Territory of New Mexico.” 
[Objected to by Mr. Enexrron.] 

. Senate bill (No. 139).‘* for the relief of Charles 
Kellett.” ` 

` This bill orders the refunding to Charles A. 
Kellett of certain moneys paid by him to thei 
collector of New York as duties on the entry of | 
the Chinese junk Key-ing. 

-The report of the Committee on Commerce 
was read, The committee adopt the report pre- 
sented by Mr. Grinnell from the same committee 
at the first session of the Thirtieth Congress. 
This report assigns as a reason why the money 
paid for custom fees should be fetunded to the | 


States: at Constantinople, dated the 20th May, 
1850, requesting him to receive Amin Bey, of the 
Turkish Navy, and his attendants, on Ward his 
ship, and give them a passage to ghe United 

tates: The Minister stated that the visit of Amin 
Bey was made upon the suggestion of the Amer- 
ican legation, and under the proffer ofa free pass- 


pose of examining our navy-yards, docks, ships 
| of-war, and other public works connected with our 
military marine; and contained an assurance that, 
without doubt, the Government would reimburse 
any expense to which Lieutenant Porter might be 
subjected by their passage. 

Upon the faith of this letter, Amin Bey and 
suite, together with Mr. John P. Brown, as drag- 
oman of the legation at Constantinople, was re- 


| ceived on board the Erieat Genoa, on the 5th July 


and landed at New York on the 13th September, 
1850. On the 30th September Congress passed an 
act appropriating $10,000 for the expenses of the 
agentof the Sublime Porte, “ to be disbursed under 
the direction of the Secretary of State,” 
amount $4,051 81 was expended by the State De- 
partment, and the balance, to wit: $5,948 19, was 


; transferred to the surplus fund, November 19, ` 


George P. Marsh, minister resident of the United 


agein a public ship of the United States, forthe pur- | 


Of this | 


cites as a precedent for the course, the case of a; 1853. 
some years since, || Minister at the Turkish Court, to warrant his 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. If {recollect aright |; taking the responsibility of inviting it, and tender- 
that bill was passed upon last Saturday, and was, || ing a free passage in a public vessel, the appro- 
by a vote of the committee, ordered to be reported ii priation made by Congress in two weeks after 


to the House, with a recommendation that it do || Amin Bey’s arrival, to defray the expenses, must || 


not pass. it be regarded asan approval of theact of our Minis- 
Mr. EDGERTON, I would state to the gentle- i, ter, and an adoption of his letter to Lieutenant 
man from Indiana, that he is mistaken in regard || Porter. The committeeare satisfied from inquiry 


to this bill. ‘The question, when it was last be- || that the habits of Amin Bey and suite must have 


fore the committee, was, “Shall the bill be report- || subjected Lieutenant Porter to expenses exceeding | 


‘| those of ordiuary guests. The amount claimed 


ed to the House with a recommendation that it 


do pass??? ‘I'he committee decided that question |) by bim for actual expenses incurred is $2,024 37,.| 


This mission having been regarded as of ‘ 
Greek vessel which had arrived at New York |: sufficient importance to the United States, by our | 


in the negative, which left the bill in the same i! 
position ïa which it had stood before. li 
© Mr. DAVIS. Istaud corrected. My impres- ;; 
sion was as I had stated. i 
‘ May JONES, of New York. 

ill, f 

The bill was accordingly passed over, | 


| 
House bill (No. 246) “ tor the relief of the chil- i 
dren and heirs of Major General Baron De Kalb”? || 

The bill was read. : 
It provides, that in consideration of the services || 
and sacrifices of the late Major General Baron De i 
Kalb in the Revolutionary war, the Secretary of |! 
the Treasury be authorized and directed to pay |: 
to his, children and heirs, named in the peliton, 
the sum of $90,013 61, the same Leing the amount ij 
now due, includiug interest from the year 1819, | 
at which ume the demand was presented for pay- 
ment. ʻi 

Mr. PECKETAM.” In point of fact, the amount || 
provided for in that bill is too large. ij 

A Memper. Then object to it. 

Mr. PECKETAM. When it is considered in 
committee, | shall propose to reduce the amount 
to what I think is actually due on that claim. j| 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from || 
New York propuse io amend the bill? i 

Mr. PECKHAM. 
to amend it now, at i 

The CHAIRMAN. Then does the gentleman | 
object? : 

Mr. PECKHAM. 


l object to the ` 


I suppose itis not in order | 


hh 


stands now; and I wish to amend it. I therefore |! 


object. 
The bill was passed over. 


Senate bill (No. 33) ‘ for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Major Caleb Swan, deceased.’ 
[Objected to by Mr. FuLLeR.] 

House bill (No. 265) “ for the relief of W. D. | 
Porter, of the United States Navy.” 

The bill provides for the payment to Captain | 
Porter of the moneys actually expended by him | 
in defraying the expenses of bringing Amin Bey | 
and suite to the United States, in conformity | 
with the request of the United States Minister | 
at Constantinople, such amount not to exceed | 
$2,024 32, which sum is thereby appropriated for 
the purpose, i 

From the report, which was read, it appears | 
that Lieutenant Porter, at Genoa, in the command | 
of the United States storeship Erie, and abont to! 
return home, received a letter from ‘the Hon, | 


fi 


The bill is not right asit | 


anu the 
vononers, 


The bill was then laid aside to be reported to ; 


the House, with a recommendation that it pass. 
Stouse bill (No, 272) “for the relief of Daniel 
Bedinger’s heirs. [Objected to by Mr. Morean.] 


House bill (No. 273) “for the relief of the le- | 


gal representatives of Colonel John H. Stone.” 
Mr. MILLSON. It became my duty to ex- 


| amine this case during the Thirty- First Congress 
y S , 


and knowing its character, I feel constrained to 
object to the bill at this time. 

‘The bill was passed over, 

House bill (No. 274) “for the relief of the legal 
epresentatives of Colonel Willis Riddick, de- 
ceased.” [Objected to by Mr. Macponatp.} 

Fouse bill (No. 281) “ for the relief of Briga- 
lier General John E. Wool. 

The bill was read. It authorizes the proper ac 
counting officers of the Treasury to allow Briga 


be United States Army, double rations from July 


seen allowed by the War Department to other 
officers of the staff; and when the amount is as- 


|i certained, to pay the same out of any money in | 


the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
Mr. McCULLOCH. IJ object. 
Mr. MACE. 


his objection until the report is read. 


| tbat itis a perfectly plain case, 
Mr. MeCULLOCH. 
| for that purpose. 

The report was read, from which it seems that 


| of the United States shall, from time to time, di- 
| rect, having respect to the special circumstances of 
each post.” 

By an exposition given by the War Department 
to this law, the Quartermaster General, the Com- 
missary General of Subsistence, the Chief Engi- 
| neer, and the Colonel of Ordnance, were considered 


of July, 1821, these officers were allowed double 
rations. Ata subsequent period the Adjutant 


greater part of which is substantiated by | 


lier General Joho E. Wool, inspector general of | 


21,1821, to March 3, 1833, being the sameas have | 
3 ? ce) 


l ask the gentleman to withdraw | 
the I am sure . 
if the gentleman will hear the report, he wilt see | 


1 withdraw the objection : 


| by the fifth section of the act of the 16th of March, : 
1802, and by the fourth section of the act of the | 
1 3d of March, 1815, every officer of the Army is | 
| entitled to a certain number of rations daily, ‘and | 
to the commanding officers of each separate post i! 

such additional number of rations as the President 


| as coming within its provisions; and accordingly, į 
by an order of the War Department, dated the 27th | 


| General was deemed to come Within the rule, as 
|} extended to others; and by an order dated the 31st 
il of March, 1826, he was allowed-double rations. 
| Although denied to Inspector General Wool, the 
| War Department, by an order dated the 25th of 
‘| February, 1829, allowed Major Nourse, not then 
| in the Army, but chief clerk of the War Depart- 
|| ment, to receive, retrospectively, double rations for 
the period that he had performed the duties of Ad- 
jutant General, between the 8th of May, 1822, and 
the 20th of March, 1825. Under this order otber 
| officers of the staff were allowed to receive, retro- 
| spectively, double rations. i 

| Such was the practical constraction by the War 
. Department of the law of the 16th of March, 1802, 
“and sanctioned by appropriations, for eleven years, 
| by Congress; when the present Secretary of War, 
|; believing that Brigadier General Woalcame within 
‘| the rule which extended the benefits of that law to 
i| others, at the same time considering it but an act 
i of justice to place him in the same situation, al- 
FA 


| 
| 


lowed him double rations from the 8d March, 1833. 

Mr. MACE. 1 would ask the Clerk to read 
the letter of Lon. Lewis Cass, which I send up. 
it is in further explanation of this case. 


The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 


War DEPARTMENT, Junuary 4, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor to return the petition of General 
; Wool which you transmitted tome. _ ; g 

| A practical exposition was long since given by this De- 
| partment to the law allowing additional rations to the com- 
| manding officers of posts which brought the heads of bu- 
i reaus and of departments, stationed at this place, within 
| its provisions, Believing that General Wool came within 
the rule which extended the benefits of that law to others, 
1 considered it an aet of justice to place him in the same 
i situation, dud therefore allowed bim double rations fron 
the Lime stated in his petition. He did not ask tbis Depart- 
ment to make any retroaciive allowance; and if he had, 
ihe claim could not have been granted, because the Presi- 
| dent had previously directed that no allowance of that na- 
ture should, under any circumstances, be made, 

T'he case of Major Nourse is correctly stated by General 
Wool appe trom the inclosed communication tron 
the second Auditor, 

Cousidering this place as the headquarters of General 
Wool, it appears to me that the same principles under 
whieh this allowance was made to the other heads of the 
if staff deparunents, would justify the extension to hin ofihe 
' relef which he asks from Congress. His duties are ardu- 
; ous and important; aad the expenses to which he is liable 
‘are, probably, greater than those of any other officer of the 
Army, with the exception of his colleague, Colonel Croghan, 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

° LEW. CASS, 
‘| Hon, Aaron Wann, Military Commitiee, Ho, Reps. 


There was no objection; and the bill was laid 


| aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
| mendation that it do pass. 


i! Louse bill (No. 282) “ for the relief of the legal 
| representatives of Colonel Francis Vigo.” 
| Mr. MACE. I am satisfied that that bill ought 
not to pass, and therefore more that it he laid aside 
ij to be reported to the Hlouse, with a recommenda- 
i; tion that it be hud upon the table, 
Mr. COBB. Let the friends of the bill have a 
fair hexring. Object, and let the bill be passed over. 
Mr.MACK. Very well, then I object to the bill. 


House bill (No, 323) “for the relief of J. ©. 
Buckles, of Louisville, Kentucky.”’ 

Lhe bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the Postraasier General to pay to J. 
n C. Buckles, of Louisville, Kentucky, out of any 
ii moneys appropriated, or that may hereafter be 
; appropriated, for the transportation of the mails, 
the sum of $3,006. 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 324) ‘for the relief of McAtee 
and Eastman.” [Onjected to by Mr. Sruarr, of 
Michigan. } 

House bill (No. 325) “ for the relief of James 
S. Graham and Walker H. Finnall.” 

The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the Postmaster General to pay James 
S. Graham and Walker H. Finnall 43,000, as 
compensation in full for the losses they sustained 
by reason of the abandonment by the Postmaster 
General of two contracts made by that officer with 
them for the transportation of the mail from 
Washington to Fredericksburg, and from Fred- 
ericksburg to Richmond, which contracts bear 
i date December 3, 1847. 

The accompanying report of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, which was read 
jj at the request of several members, shows that in 


H 
|Í October, A. D. 1847, the Richmond, Fredericks: 


if 
i 
i 


1868 


burg, and Potomac Railroad Companies refused 
to transport the mail of the United States withou 
an ine 


Postmaster General was authorized to contract by 
law. The Postmaster General proceeded to ad- 


Wertise for propOsals to carry the mails between | 


Washington and Richmond by post coaches, and 


proposals were made, accepted, and contracts en- © 


sed compensation, and demanded a rate 
of compensation greater than that for winch the i 


tered into for the transportation of the mails be- . 


tween the points named—one contract for the mail ; 


between Washington and Fredericksburg, and one 
for the mail between Fredericksburg and Rich- 


mond—at the aggregate sum per annum of | 


$13,000. 


The contracts were taken by Graham | 
and Finnall, and were to commence the Oth of || 


December, 1847, and to expire on the 30th of | 


June, 1851; making the term of service nearly 
three years and seven months. 


were taken with the understanding and with the 


The contracts |. 


just expectation that the full term of service would `i 
be enjoyed, and with this expectation the con- | 


tractors were induced to incur extraordinary ex- 


penses in stocking and opening a route upon brief ' 


notice, and at the commencement of winter. 
The fact that the contractors had good reason 


to understand that the contract would not be aban- | 


doned, appears from the statement of the Post 
Master General, Hon. Cave Johnson. It appea 
however, that within the first year of the service 
the Postmaster General succeeded in effecting a 
eatisfactory contract with said railroad companies, 
and in consequence thereof, on the 30th Novem- 


ber, 1848, he gave notice to the contractors of the : 
’ izj 


abandonment of his contract with them, to take ` 


effect the 4th of December, 1848. 


Thereupon the ` 


said contractors called upon the Postmaster Gen- ; 
ral for compensation for their extraordinary losses, | 


who, though distinctly expressing his opinion that 
it would be just to give additional and equitable 


indemnity, held that he had no legal power to 


afford relief, 


‘he bill was then laid aside to be reported to | 


the House, with arecommendation that it pass. 


Housebill (No. 227) “ to authorize Robert Gra- 
ham to locate six thousand nine hundred and nine- 
ty-three acres of land in leu of one undivided half 
part of certain lands patented to John Edgar and 
John Murray St. Clair by the Governor of the 
Northwestern Territory.” 
Wicuots, | 


Senate bill (No. 303) ‘for the relief of James | being the aggregate amount of seven years’ half | 
` pay of Ezra Chapman, the father of the aforesaid | 
Ezra Chapman, deceased, who was an ensign in 
the army of the Revolution, and died in the ser- 


M. Goggin.” [Objected toby Mr. Mace and Mr. 
Morrison. | 

Mr. MILLER. I ask the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. MACE. | would be perfectly willing to 
withdraw the objection if this were the only bill 
of the kind before the Eiouse. But we have re- 
jected more than fifty bills based upon the same 
principle as this one. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do beseech my 
friend from Indiana to withdraw that objection r 

Mr. MACE. As there seem to be a grea 
number who wish the objection withdrawn, 1 will 
yield to their wishes to do so. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the Llouse, wilh a recommendation that the same 
do pass, 


Joint resolution of the House (No. 24) ‘for the | 


adjustment of the accounts of John D. Colmesnil.’’ 
[Objected to by Mr. Smitu, of Virginia.) 

Mr. BRIDGES. If the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia continues to insist upon objecting to all the 
bills upon the Calendar, thereis no use in proceed- 
ing with the reading of the cases, 

Mr. COBB. Let us go on. 


Mr. SMITH. i object to nothing. 1 withdraw ; 


my objection. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then I object to the bill. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. { desire to ask the 
gentleman from New Yotk to withdraw the objec- 
tion to the bill. 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, if there is any 
man in this House for whom Í would withdraw 
it, itis for the gentleman from Oregon. But we 
passed ajoint resolution three years ago, under 


which this account was adjusted and paid, and Iv 


do not want to open the account again. { must 
decline to withdraw my objection. _ . 
Senate bill (No. 147) * forthe relief of the legal 


representatives cf the late Thomas Chapman, 


[Objected to by Mr. | 


i mi 


| 


formerly collector of the port of Georgetown, |! 


Souih Carolina.” 
The bill, which was read, provides that there 


shali be paid to the legal representatives of Thomas _ 
, Chapman, formerly collector of the port of George- 


town, in the State of South Carolina, the sum of 
$13,457 54, being the share to which the said 


Chapman was entitled as such collector, from the | 


cargo of the Swedish ship Diana, condemned for 
a breach of the non-intercourse act, which was 
decreed to be forfeited by the said Thomas Chap- 


man, in consequence of his being examined asa | 


witness in behalf of the claimants. 

Mr. MeQUEEN. 
aside and reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it pass, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRiSON. 
303, for the relief of James M. Goggin. 
examination, I am sati 
one. 


Upon 
sfied thatthe claim is a just 


General to settle and adjust the claims of James 
i. Goggin; and that in such settlement he be 
allowed a fair and reasonable salary as special 
mail agent for the State of California, from De- 
cember 1, 1850, until April 6, 1853, with reason- 
able allowance for oflice rentand per diem, and the 
hire of a clerk. 

Mr. McCULLOCH. I object. 


Mr. MILLER. Tapped to the 
Fi 


withdraw bis objection. Two gentlemen bave 
already objected, and having become satisfied that 
the claim is right, have withirawn their objections. 


iam sure the gentleman wouid not objec 
he had examined the facts of the case, 
Mr. McCULLOCH. Well, sir, I will with- 
draw my objection. 
‘The bill was then laid asideto be reported to the 


y 
Siig 


bey s APF 
| House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


; widow and children of Ezra Chapman, deceased.” : 


tor the relief of the heirs 


[Objected to by 


House bill (No. 359) “ 
of Captain Nehemiah Stokely.” 
Mr. Mitison.] 

House bill (No. 361) “for the relief of the 

The bill authorizes tae proper accounting ofti- 
cers of the Treasury to pay to the lawful admin- 
istrators of Ezra Chapman, late of Tolland, Con- 
necticut, deceased, for the benefit of his widow 
and children, the sum of $840, together with 
interest thereon from March 22, 1838—the same 


vice of the United States, September 1, 1778, and 


‘which sum of money was due to the said Ezra 
! Chapman, deceased, on account of the services of | 
his said father, by the provisions of the resolution | 


of Congress passed August 24, 1780. 


It'appears from the report that the father of the | 


memonislist, Ezra Chapman, senior, on the 6th 


| day of August, 1777, entered into the service of 


: the army of the Revolution as an ensign, com- 


88 


toned by Co 


ess, ia Captain Horton’s 
company, in Colone 


Baldwin’s re, 


| ficers, and continued in said service, in said office 


of ensign until tae Ist day of September, 1778, 
when he died; that the said Ezra, at his decease, 


| lefta widow and one son, the memorialist, then 


about five years of age; that the widow of said 
Ezra, soon after his decease, married one Elihu 
Marvin, and died inthe year I , without leaving 


any other child; and that neither the said widow, | 


before her said marriage with the sald Marvin, or 
afterwards, or the memorialist, or any other per- 


son for them or either of them, has ever received 
, 


ial 
iai 


: the seven years’ half pay cf the said Ezra, de- `’ 
» ceased, to which his widow, or, in case of her 


: marriage, his orphan child, became entitled by 
' virtue of the resolution of Congress, passed the 


24th day of August, 1780. 
Mr. SKELTON. 1 object, unless an amend- 
ment be made striking out the interest. 


| Mr. PECKHAM. The interest is only from ` 
: the time the pelltion was pre 


ented to the House. 
Mr. SKELTON. I mest object, unless the 
gentleman willaccent such an amendment. 
Mr. PECKHAM. 


ne 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will rule that 
the amendment may be offered, if it give rise to 


no debate. 


Į move that the bill be laid : 


Lobjected to Senate bill No. : 


I therefore desire to withdraw my objection. i 
The bill authorizes and requires the Postmaster 


gentieman to 


vent of arti- i 


; l am not authorized by | 
the committee to accept any amendment. 


Mr. PRATT. I hopethe gentleman will with- 
He can offer. it mm the 


Hi 
ii draw his amendment. 
House. 
© Mr. PECKHAM. If the gendeman insists 
“upon his amendment, I have no objection to its 
i; being reported for the action of the House. 

Mr. SKELTON. Well, sir, I will withdraw 
my amendment and my objection. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recomendation that it pass. 


Tiouse bill (No. 362) ‘for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Joseph Savage, 
deceased.” 

The bill directs that there shall be paid to the 

*leral representatives of Joseph Savage, deceased, 
‘five years’ full pay of a surgeon’s mate in the 
contipental line of the army of the Revolution, 
with interest on the same from January 1, 1837, 
being the full amount of the sum due to the said 
Joseph Savage, deceased, for services as surgeon’s 
wate in the Virginia continental line of the revo- 
lutionary army. 

Mr. ROWE. I object, unless the interest is 
stricken out. 

Mr. BRIDGES. J think this matter of allow - 
ing interest should be settled in some way by the 
Elouse, that we may know whether interest is to 
be allowed upon these claims or not. 

. PECKHIAM. lirt can he very easily set- 
tled by a vote of the committee. [ propose that 
the question be put to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN, Does the gentleman from 
: New York pronose an amendment. 

Mr. PECKELAM. No, sir, f will not propose 
one; but [think the matter may be very easily 
settled, If gentlemen object to the payment of in- 
terest from the time these claims are presented in 

| the House, 

| Mr., MILLSON. Although this is a Virginia 
l ease, } feel constrained to say that I examined 
' some time ago into the facts of the case, and mast 
object. 

House bill (No. 263) ‘for the relief of the 
heirs of Thomas Parks, deceased.” {Objected to 

‘by Mr. Lurcurr.] 
Tcuse bill (No. 364) “ for the reliefof William 
A. Daer, John Duer, and Beverly Robinson, tras- 
tees of the estate of Sarah Alexander, widow of 
Major General William Alexander, commonly 
known as Lord Sterling.” 
The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the Treasurer of the United States to 
pay to William A. Duer, John Duer,and Beverly 
Robinson, as trustees of the estate of Sarah 
Alexander, widow of Major General William 
| Alexander, commonly known as Lord Sterling, 
ithe sum of $9,960, it being the amount due the 
heirs cf said Lord Sterling, in money, for com- 
mution pay as a major general in the service of 
the United States in the army of the Revolution, 
under the resolutions of Congress of October, 
i 25, 1780, and March 22, 1783; and that there be 
granted to the said William A. Duer, John Duer, 
and Beverly Robinson, as trustees as aforesaid, 
eleven hundred acres of land, the number of acres 
allowed to a major general in the revolutionary 
war by the resolution of Congress of August, 
12, 1780, to be selected out of any jands belong- 
Jing to the United States subject to private entry 
i and sale, to be selected under the rules and regu~ 
lations now prescribed by law for the entry and 
purchase of lands belonging to the United States. 

‘There was no objection, and the bill was laid 

aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
i! mendation that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 367) ¢ for the relief of the legal 
representatives of John Rize Jones, deceased.” 

‘The bill, which was read, authorizes the 


al 
to 
locate in legal divisions end sub-divisions, not less 
then one hundred and sixty acres, an area of three 
thousend four hundred and ei -fve Reres, GY 
‘any of the public lands whien shall i 
‘offered at publie sale, and may be subject to 
‘wate entry; provided, that the location under this 
| act shail be taken and held as in full satisfaction 
‘of thee sald Jones, which are entered as 
i numbers I “0.in the report dated January 

4, 1813, of the skaskia commissioners; and, on 
a proper return being made to the General Land 
Office, from ine district land office, of a location in 
: conformity to this act, a patent shall issue, pros 
vided, always, that no location shall be made upog 


representatives of John Rice Jones, deceased 
i , 


, 
je 
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minéral land or lands reserved for the use 
schools, or for military purposes. 

There was no objection; and the bill was ordered 
to be laid asidé to be reported to the House, with 
arecommendation that it do pass, 

Senate bill (Ifo. 199) ‘authorizing a patent to | 
bé issued to Peter Poncin for certain lands therein 
described.” < 

The bill allows and reinstates, of the saine date,.| 
the entry by Peter Poncin of the north half of the 
southeast quarter, and the south half of the north- 
east quarter of section thirty six, in township 
number twenty-nine, of range twenty-three, in the 
Stillwater land district, Minnesota, cancelled by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, sothat |! 
the title to said lands may inure to the benefit of 
his grantees, as far as he may have conveyed the 
same; provided, that the money paid for said ji 
lands shall not have been withdrawn, or, if with- 
drawn, shall be again paid at said land offices, 
and that thereupon a patent shall issue in the 
name of said Peter Poncin for said lands, 

There was no objection; and the bill was or- | 


dered to be laid aside to be reported to the House, |: a : 
with a recommendation that it do pass. The CHAIRMAN. The Committee on Indian 


Senate bill (No. 234) “ for the relief of Conrad || Affairs recommended the following amendment: 

Wheat, jr., or his legal representatives.” || Strike out ‘ $3,707” and insert in lieu thereof $2,000.” 
The bill provides that the location of six hun- The report was then read. 

dred and forty acres of land, and which is des- | The amendment was agreed to. 

cribed as survey No. 2,453, in township forty- || Mr. LETCHER. I propose to further amend 

four north, of ranges five and six enst of the the bill by adding the following proviso: 

principa! meridian, in the State of Missouri, made Provided, That the sum herein mentioned shal) be re- 
y Conrad Wheat, jr., October 22, 1816, under a |} ceived in fall of all claims againat the Government for the 
certificate of location No. 113, issued the 12th of |) Matters specified in this bill. 

August, 1816, by the recorder of land titles, to The amendment was agreed to. 

the said Wheat, shall be confirmed; and that the The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 

Commissioner of the General Land Office shall || the House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

be authorized to ieue a påtent io he said Conrad || Senate bill (No. 62) «for the relief of Richard 

, d »jr., or his legal representatives, forthe said || M, Bouton, George Wright, and the widow of 

ap, bill a asidesto be eepeeten toi Marvin W. Fisher.” , 

H e ath dy area ee a reported to the || The bill directs the payment to Richard M. 
ouse, with a recommendation that it pass. || Bouton, George Wright, and to Harriet F. Fisher, 
Senate bill (No. 72) “for the relief of the heirs | the widow and executrix of Marvin W. Fisher, į 

Oaai to by Mi os Uriah ae deceased.’’ || out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 

jected to by Mr. CHASTAIN. i| appropriated, the sum of $5,000 each, as a full 
Senate bill (No. 154) “ for therelief of Richard || compensation for the past use of their machines 
ing.” f for making and charging percussion caps, in the 
renals of we Unitet Siter and eo for the fu- 
confirmed in his title to two hundred and forty |! ture free and undisturoed use by the Government 
arpents of land on the eastern bank of the Ouachita | of the said machines, together with the patent- 


river, in the parish of Caldwell, State of Louisi- | right or rights to the said machines, with their 


of | froi Virginia, (Mr. LercueR,] I ask that it be 
: read. : 
Mr. LETCHER. That is what I wish to hear. 
The report was read. 
|. Mr. LETCHER then objected to the bill, and 
it was passed over. 


House bill (No. 369) “ for indemnifying Moses 
D. Hogan for cattle destroyed by the Indians in 
1842.”? i 

Mr. JONES, of New York. I have strong 
doubts of the propriety of that bill, and I there- 
fore object to it. 

The bill was accordingly passed over. 


z 5 ais H 

Senate bill (No. 136) “ for the relief of William 
Senna Factor.”’ 

The bill, which was read, is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &e., That the sum of $3,707 be paid to | 
William Senna Factor, out of any money iu the Treasury 
| not otherwise appropriated, as indemnity in full for prop- 
i| erty of Rose Factor, destroyed by order of the American 
officers of the United States Army, in the Seminole war of 
1836, and for property taken by such officers for public use 
| in said war: Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior 
hall first be satisfied thatsaid William Senna Factor is the 
legal representative of Rose Factor, deceased. 


ng. 
The bill provides that Richard King shall be | 


from Virginia will allow the report in the case to | 
be read. It is a case of extraordinary merit. 
Mr. SMITH. 1 will withdraw my objection | 


has remained in the possession of, and in cultiva- | 
tion by, said Baily and his successors to the pres- | 
ent time, and which is now a part of theplantation | 
of said King, on which he has resided for many |: for that purpose. a f 
years; and that a patent shall issueto him for it, | The report was read, from which it appears | 
after a legal survey is made and returned under |; that Mr. Richard Bouton, in January, 1842, at 
the direction of the surveyor general; provided, | the request of the commanding officer of the | 
that this act shall amount only to a relinquish- | Watervliet arsenal, New York, applied himself to 
ment of title on the part of the United States. i| the invention of a machine for making percussion | 
.The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | Caps. After some years of unremitting labor, he | 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. | succeeded in constructing one which has been in | 
| 
t 
i 


ana, which was conveyed by the claimant of the li improvements. aE . 

Maison Rouge grant to Bagwell Baily, in 1818, | Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 

for cutting a road through said grant, and which | Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I hope the gentleman | 
| 


; z ; ‘| successful operation since the year 1845, at the | 
f 3: 66 Š 3 il : ` 2: i 
F erie bill oF ree ; tor the rae sf poor ii Watervliet arsenal, and at the arsenal in the navy- | 
Li cGuire and Loulsa, his wile, jate Louisa | yard in this city. For the right and use of this | 
amy; |: discovery, however, there are two other competi- | 


The bill provides that Robert F. McGuire and |; 


Louisa McGuire, his wife, late Louisa Lamy, | 
shall be confirmed in their titleto a certain tract o 
land in the State of Louisiana, containing four | 
e denen nes ere oie eink in the public service, and each claim bounty for 
tae Gio Micuireantaiedemial (a r a beanie Lee nel 
their title from the conveyance of A. Morehouse, ‘i stanted rag . p | 
dated April 17, 1809; provided that the act shall : > Mr TAYLOR. That of Mr. Bonton was. 
be considered only as arelinquishment of title on |: granted ten vers neo ant Das been uceci eve | 
the part of the United States to the said tract, and |! Since by the ovenant of the United States >| 
not to prejudice the rights of third persons. $ Mr LETCHER How with the others? j 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to thei! Mr. TAYLOR “There have been fa orable | 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. i reports ‘of thig case for ihe tae years ibaa 

Senate bill (No. 306) “for the relief of Jame The CHAIRMAN, Does the gentleman 
Erwin, of Arkansas, and others.” Virginia object? . . | 

Mr. LETCHER. Read the report. | Mr. LETCHER. I do, unless there be some | 

Mr. BALL. This is a Senate bill which was | explanation of the bill. | 
referred to the Committee ondndian Affairs. The | Mr. CHANDLER. If allowed, I can satisfy | 
committee unanimously agreed to recommend its the gentleman of the justice of the bill in a very | 
passage. There is, however, no written report. | few words. 
There was a report presented to the Senate b Mr. LETCHER. When were these patents | 


each of whose machines merit is claimed equal to | 
Bouton’s. Each of the claimants, at the time of i 
the invention of their machines, were employed | 


Mr. Brown, Chairman of the Committee on In granted ? 


dian Affairs; and if this will satisfy the gentleman ii Mr. CHANDLER. Some years ago. 


= 
= 


i tors, Marvin W. Fisher and George Wright, for |) 


from | 
- | 


il the widow of Fisher. 


i in this bill. 


Mr. LETCHER... How long-ago? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Nearly ten years ago. 
Mr. LETCHER.. Have these patents ex- 
ired? -` t 
P Mr. CHANDLER. They have not. 
Mr. LETCHER. When do they expire? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Severalifersons invented 
an improved methed of charging percussion caps, 
and Mr. Wright ingeniously combined the several 
improvements, so as to cause a great saving to the 
country. The Government uses these inventions 
now, and without paying for them. The bill 
ouly appropriates $5,000 to Bouton, Wright, and 
Iwas a member of the 
committee which first. reported on this claim, and 
we reported a larger amount than is provided for 


Mr. HOWE. [reported this bill, and, with the 
permission of the committee, will say a word or 
two. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object to all debate. 

The CHAIRMAN.. Is there objection to the 
bill? 

Mr. HOWE. 
thing, and hope that there may be no objection to 
the bill. 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 371) “ for the relief of Lieuten- 
ant George H. Paige, of the United States Army.” 

The bill, which was read,authorizes and di- 
rects the proper accounting ofticer of the United 
States Treasury to allow and credit to Lieutenant 
George H. Paige $62,23, the amount paid by him 
to one Philips, private in the United States Army, 
for services as an auctioneer, in June, 1849. 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 


aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- _ 


mendation that it do pass. 

Joint resolution of the House (No. 25) ‘* for the 
relief of Captain J. H. Lendrum, of the United 
States Army.” ” 

The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury to settle the accounts of Brevet Captain 
J. H. Lendrum, of the United States Army, and 
to credithim with $2,970 14, moneys disbursed b 
him out of themoneys of the quartermasters’ fund, 


and $3,575 96, moneys disbursed by him out of, 


the moneys belonging to the civil fund of Califor- 
nia, the vouchers for which were lost and de- 
stroyed by reason of the fire in the city of San 


i| Francisco, May 4, 1850. 


There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Senate bill (No. 114) ‘* for the relief of Thomas 
Pember.”” 

Mr. ORR. That bill has been reported from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, with a recom- 


| mendation that it do not pass, and I therefore 


object to it. 

Senate bill (No. 115) “for the relief of Sam- 
uel Mickum.” 

Mr. ORR. I object to this bill for the same 
reason that I objected to Senate bill No. 114. 

Senate bill (No. 183) ‘ for the relief of passed 
midshipmen George P. Welsh and Clark H. 
Wells.” 

The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the proper accounting officer of the 
Treasury to pay to Passed Midshipman George 
P. Welsh $341 66, and to Passed Midshipman 


i| Clark H. Wells $342 93, out of any money in 


the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 30) ‘* for the relief of Thomas 


‘| Marston Taylor.” 


The bill and report were read. ` 

Mr. LETCHER. I-propose to amend the bill 
by striking out all that portion of it which relates 
to lawyers’ fees and costs. f 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I object to the bill. 

The bill was therefore passed over, 

Senate bill (No. 31) “ for the relief of Purser 
Francis B. Stockton.” [Objected 10 by Mr. 
Lercuer.] 


Senate ‘bill (No. 113) ‘for the relief of the 


I will refrain from saying any-- 


1854. 


o 
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widows and orphans of the officers and seamen of 
the United States schooner: Grampus, who were 
iost in that vessel, in March, 1843, near the-coast |! 
of the United States.” 

The bill, which was read, provides. that the 
same provision as is made by the act entitled 
« An act for the relief of the widows and orphans 
of the officers, seamen, and marines, of the brig 
Somers,” approved August 14, 1848, and an act 
‘for the relief of the widows and relatives of certain | 
officers and seamen of the United States brig | 
Washington, who were lost overboard in a hur- 
ricane, approved February 3, 1853, be also ex- 
tended to the widows and orphans of the officers 
and seamen who were lost in the United States 
schooner Grampus, in the gale of March, 1843, 
near the coast of the United States... 

No objection being made, the bill Fas laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

Senate bill (No. 275) “ for the relief of Andrew 
J. Dickerhoff.”’ 

The bill, which was read, provides that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior be directed to place the name 
of Andrew J. Dickerhoff on the roll of invalid pen- 
sioners, and pay him annually a pension of ninety- | 
six dollars, to commence January 1, 1850, and 
continue during his life. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside | 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 373) ** to provide a pension for 
Oliver Brown, of Chemung county, New York.” 

The bill, which was read, provides that Oliver 
Brown, of the county of Chemung, in the State of 
New York, be placed upon the pension roll, at the | 
rate of four dollars per month, from March 1, 
1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 374) ** to provide a pension for 
Edmund Mitchell, of Carroll county, in the State | 
of Kentucky.” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
name of Ednfind Mitchell, of Carroll county, in 
the State of Kentucky, be placed upon the pen- | 
sion roll, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to 
commence March 1, 1854. | 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
Hense, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 376) ‘‘for the relief of James 
Butler.” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Secretary of the Interior be directed to place the 
name of James Butler upon the roll of invalid pen- | 
sioners, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to 
commence January 1, 1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do p&ss. 

House bill (No. 377) “for the relief of John H. 
Hicks, of Indiana.” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the Secre- 
tary of the Interior be instructed to place the name. 
of John H. Hicks, of Indiana, upon the list of in- |! 
valid pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per | 
month, from January 1, 1853, and to continue 
during his natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 378) ‘for the relief of John | 
Brown, second, of New Hampshire.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 
place the name of John Brown, second, of the; 
State of New Hampshire, on the roll of invalid 
pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
to commence February 9, 1852, to continue during 
his natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 379) ‘for the relief of Mrs. 
Anna W. Angus, widow of -the late Captain An- 
gus, United States Navy.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
continue the pension granted to Anna W, Angus, 
widow of the late Captain Samuel Angus, of the 
United States Navy, by an act of Congress passed | 
March 4, 1849, to the further term of five years 
from the expiration of said act. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill (No. 380) “ for the relief of Betsey 
Nash.” 


The-bill-directs the Secretary. of. the Interior to 
plaethe name of Betsey Nash, of Stockbridge, in 
the county of Madison,State of New York, upon 
the list of half pay pensioners, as the widow of 


i Doctor Sylvester Nash, at the rate of twenty-two 


dollars per month, for five years, to commence 
January 1, 1854. 

This bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Ema bill (No. 381) ‘‘for the relief of Thomas 
lis. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of ‘Thomas Ellis, of Platte county, 
in the state of Illinois, upon the roll of invalid 
pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
from May 11, 1852, during his life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 382) ‘‘ for the relief of Char- 
lotte S. Westcott.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of CharlotteS. Westcott upon the 
pension rolls, and cause to be paid to her the sum 
of twenty dollars per month, for the term of ten 
years, commencing January 1, 1854; provided, 
that in case of the marriage or death of the said 
Charlotte S. Westcott, the pension hereby granted 
shall be paid to her two children, or the survivor 
of them. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill (No. 383) ‘ for the relief of Thomas 
Bronough.”’ 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
increase the pension of Thomas Bronough, who 
is now on the rolls at four dollars, to the rate of 
eight dollars per month, to commence January 1, 
1854, 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill (No. 384) ‘‘ For the relief of Anna 
E. Cook.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Anna E. Cook on the pension 
rolls at the rate of fifteen dollars per month for five 
years, commencing January 1, 1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


ij House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 385) ‘* for the relief of Abra- 
ham Ausman.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
increase the pension of Abraham Ausman, whose 
name is now on the rolls at six dollars, to the rate 
of eight dollars per month, to commence January 
1, 1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. | 

Senate bill (No. 133) “ for the relief of Lavina 

aylor.”’ 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
Rey to Lavina Taylor, widow of the late Isaac 


aylor, a private in the Army of the United States, || 
a sum equal to five years pay of her said husbandy |; 


at the rate to which he was entitled at the time of 
his death, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 387) ** for the relief of Fran- 
cis Petit Smith.” [Objected to by Mr. Jongs, of 
New York. | 

Mr. BRIDGES. If the gentleman will allow 
the report to be read, I am sure that he will with- 
draw his objection. 

Mr. JONES. Iam opposed to the extension 
of patents by Congress under any circumstances. 
Mr. BRIDGES. Under any circumstances? 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; but at the same time 
let me say, that I would be willing to confer on the 
Commissioner of Patents power to do in such 
matters what, in his judgment, justice dictated. 

House bill (No. 388) ‘* for the relief of Titian 
R. Peale.” 

The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the payment of $1,782 20 to Titian R. 
Peale, of Philadelphia, or his legal representative, 


in full payment for the losses which he sustained of || 


his private property when wrecked in the United 
States ship Peacock, at the mouth of the Colum- 
bia river. 

It appears from the report of the committee, 
which was also read, that Mr. Peale was appointed 


neni, 


by the Navy Department.on the 28th of D 


the 18th of January, 1836. . He- performed: 


na 


scarcely time to escape with their lives, and being 
unable to save anything from the wreck: = Mri 


efets—his books and instruments, anda large 
number of articles which he had collected in‘ his 
| department, and which it would: be difficult to re- 
| place. But, notwithstanding the calamity, he was 
enabled, by the exertions of the commanding ofi- 


efforts, to replace, at extravagant prices, and as’ 
far as practicable from his own funds, such. arti- 
cles as were indispensably necessary for the com- 
pletion of the contemplated surveys of the coun- 
try, and was thus enabled to continue his useful» 
ness to the expedition; and, with others of the 


Oregon and Upper California, thereby adding 
much to the information of those countries which 
we now possess. NS 

Mr. SMITH, of Virggigia.. I do not like to 
object to this bill, but [shold be glad to hear some 
reason why the United States should be made an 
insurer in these cases, : 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will reply to the gentle- 
man, with the consent of the committee. i 

The CHAIRMAN. Discussion can only pro- 
ceed by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object to debate. 

Mr. SMITH. I do not objectto the bill, being 
| privately assured by the gentleman from Pennsyt- 
vania that it is all right. 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. ea 

House bill (No. 389) ‘ for the relief of S 
ter Humphrey, and the heirs of Alexander 
phrey, deceased.” ; 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Sylvester 
Humphrey and the heirs of Alexander Hum- 
phrey, deceased, $2,500—one moiety thereof to 

ylvester Humphrey, and the other moiety to the 
heirs of Alexander Humphrey, deceased-——-for re- 
building the wharf at Staten Island after it had 
been destroyed by the storm of September 3, 1821. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate biil (No. 148) ‘for the compensation of 
James W. Low and others, for the capture of the 
British private armed schooner Ann, during the 
late war with Great Britain.” 

The bill was read. ; 

It authorises and directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to James W. Low, William 
Driskill, Southerland, and Stenchen, 
alias Michael Whitehouse, or to such persons as 
may be legally authorized to receive the same, as 
heirs or legal representatives, the sum of $2,570 30, 
that being the amount paid into the Treasury of 
| the United States, and placed to the account of 
| fines, penalties, and forfeitures, in consequence of 
| a suit entitled ‘The United States vs. the schooner 
| Ann and cargo,” in the district court of Maine, De- 
| cember, 1814, the said schooner having been risen 
i upon and captured by the aforesaid named persons 
i from the British, and delivered to the proper author- 
| ities of the United States, in the State of Maine. 
| Such sum is provided to be paid to the said James 
| W. Low and his associates aforesaid, their heirs or 
: assigns, in. the following proportions, to wit: to 
‘the said James W. Low, for having planned the 
| enterprise and directed the capture of the vessel, 
‘as first officer of the prize, eight parts; to William 
! Driskill, as second or assistant officer, four parts; 
| and to Southerland and Stenchen, as seamen or 
| sailors, two parts each. 

The second section of the bill provides that it 
| shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
| immediately after the passage of the act, to give 
| public notice thereof, by advertisement for three 

months, in such newspapers as he shall. think will 
| be most likely to give proper information to the 


um» 


Peale, upon this occasion, lost all his personal 


cer, Captain Hudson, and his own strenuous.. 


scientific corps, traversed over a large portion of- 


lves- : 


1865 


Ecem: i 
ber, 1836, a member of the scientific corps-to-be 

| attached to the South :Sea:surveying and exploring: 
expedition, organized under the act of Congress:of- >, 
stant and valuable service during the expeditions.“ 
and was on board the United States ship Peacosk > > 
when she proceeded to. the northwest,-coastof 
America. On.the 18th of July,.1841, that.vessel: 

was entirely lost in endeavoring to enter the mouth 

of the Columbia river, the-officers and crew having ` 
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persons. so ‘entitled, to apply for their respective 
. Shares; and if; after the expiration of six. months 
from the passage ef the actyany of the said-claim- 
‘pnts; or their heirs or legal representatives, shall 
not have applied for their respective proportions 
of the sum thereby appropriated, the same shall 
be paid ‘to such as shall ‘have applied within that 
petiod, pro rata, according to-their relative pro- 
portions.as aforesaid, or to their heirs or-assigns 
réspectively; provided that any one or more of 
said claimants may apply for their own propor- 
tions in tbe first instance, at any time after the 
passage of the act. : 
‘Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I want to hear 
the report read. © + 
: The report was'accordingly read. f 
No objection being made, the bill was laid 
` aside; to be reported to the House. 
House bill (No. 393) *“ for the relief of Jacob 
MeLellan.”? 
The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Secretary of the Treasury cause to be paid to 
Jacob McLellan, his heirs or assigns, $450; it 


being part of a penalty imposed upon the ship ; 


George Turner, and paid by the said McLellan, 
in December, 1851, for an alleged violation of the 


laws of the United States restricting the number ; 


of passengers in merchant vessels. 


No objection being made, the bill was laid aside | 


to be reported to the Flouse. 

House bill (No. 3948 for the relief of Nathaniel 
Goddard and others.” [Objected to by Mr. Jones, 
of Tennessee. ] 

Senate resolution (No. 8) “ for the relief of the 


owners of the steamer Fanny.” 
Mr. Mitison.] 


Touse bill (No. 396) ‘for the relief of Charles | 


| 


| 


I. Davis, administrator of Captain John Davis, an | 


officer in the war of the Revolution,” 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury | 
to pay Charles I, Davis, administrator of Captain | 


John Davis, an officer of the Revolution in the 
Pennsylvania line on the Continental establish- 
ment, five years’ full pay of a captain in such ser- 


vice, being the commutation of hulf-pay for life | DINGS. ] 


promised by the resolves of Congress to such 
officers as should serve to the end of the war, to 
be paid to suid administrator, for the use of the 
heirs of said Captain John Davis. 

The second section requires the Secretary of 
War to issue to the heirs of Captain John Davis, 
Tate a captain in the ninth regiment Pennsylvania 


line on the Continental establishment, a land war- | 


rant for three hundred acres of military bounty 
Jands, as and for the lands to which the said John 


Davis was, while in full life, entitled, for and on | 


account of the services rendered by himin the war 
of the Revolution; and that the same may be located 
on any vacant or unlocated lands appropriated by 
Congress for the purpose. 

‘The report was read. The claim is based upon 
commutation and bounty land promised to certain 
officers of the Army of the Revolution who should 
serve until the end of the war, T'he proof is con- 
clusive that Captain John Davis did serve until 
the close of the war. 

There is no evidence that Captain Davis ever 


applied for or received his commutation or bounty | 
He was a highiy respectable man, and his | 


land. 
pecuniary circumstances were such as not to make 
it necessary for him to avail himself of the pro- 
visions made by his country for those who, like 
himself, had served herin her hour of need; and, 
with a feeling of patriotic independence, he ab- 
stained from making the claim during his lifetime. 


Lie had married a daughter of John Morton, one! 


of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, 


and was for many years an associate judge of the | 


After 


courts in Chester county, Pennsylvania. 


his death, which took place about the Ist of Sep- 


tember, 1827, his family became reduced in their 
pecuniary condition, and now feel justified in call- 
ing for what js justly due from the Government. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation that it pass. 

Senate bill (No. 222) “for the relief of John 
8. Wilson,” 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay John S. 
Wilson $800, with interest thereon, at the rate of 
six percent, per annum, from May 17, 1892, in 
full compensation for the damages sustained by his 
being evicted of his title, derived by patent from 


i 


[Objected to by | 


| by law, of officers of the grades to which they | 


the United States, to the east: half of section twen- 
ty-two and -west-half of section twenty-three, in 
township fifty-two north, of range one east, of the 
fifth principal meridian, in the State-of Missouri, į 
by the decree of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in favor.of the -devisees.of Auguste Chou- 
teau, at the January term, in 1855. 

There was no objection, and th 


mendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 397) “ for the relief of Mrs. | 


Mary A. N. Jones.” (Objected to by Mr. Mce- 
Mutuiw.] 


Senate hill (No. 229) ‘for the relief of Thomas | 


S. Russell.” 


The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs || 


the proper accounting officers of the Treasury to | 


‘audit the account of Thomas S. Russell, late an 


assistant commissary of subsistence in Colonel 
Brisbane’s regiment of Florida volunteers, and 
to pay whatever amount may be found due to | 
him, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, notwithstanding the irregu- 
larity of his appointment, and although his name 


does not appear upon the rolls as one of the staff |; 


of Colonel Brisbane; provided, the amount shall : 
not exceed the pay of an assistant commissary | 
of subsistence from February 18, 1836, to May 
10, 1836. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, witha recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
back. 


The CHAIRMAN. That is equivalent to ob- ); 


jection to the bill. 

Mr. JONES. Very well. 

Senate bill (No. 308) “for the relief of A. G. 
Bennett.”? {Opjected to by Mr. Davis, of Indi- : 
ana. | i 

House bill (No. 401) “to provide for three | 
months’ extra pay to the third regiment of Mis- | 
souri volunteers.” {Objected to by Mr. Gip- 


House bill (No. 402) “ for the relief of Charles 
H. Wilgus.” : 

The bilt was read. 

It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to Charles H. Wilgus, the sum 
of $1,762, in full for all property belonging to 


him and his wife, that was taken, used, or dam- ; 
aged, and for all depredations committed on him | 


by the American troops while at Tampico, during 
the late war with Mexico. 

The bill was laid aside to bereported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Senate bill (No. 144) “for the relief of Purser 
T. P. McBiair.” 

The bill was read. 

Jt directs the accounting officers of the Treasury, 
in adjusting the accounts of Purser T. P. Me Blair, 
“to allow him the several sums paid by him as 


| purser of the United States steamer Princeton, to 
| William Taylor, acting boatswain,to John Coale, |; 
|| acting carpenter, and to Armstrong Flomerfeit, | 
acting sailmaker, who were employed on said į 
steamer by the commanding officer thereof, by i 
authority from the Secretary of the Navy, and | 


which said sums were disallowed by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury, for the reason that 
the said persons to whom the payments were 
made were not included in the number permitted 


were respectively appointed. 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 35) “for the relief of M. K. 
Warrington and C. St. J. Chubb, executors of 
Captain Lewis Warrington, and others.”? [Ob- 
jected to by Mr. Lercuer.] 

Senate bill (No. 224) ‘* for the relief of the rep- 
resentatives of Joseph Watson, deceased.” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Solicitor of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- | 
thorized and directed to cause to be executed, on | 
the part of the United States, a full release and 
acquittance of the claim against Joseph Watson, 
as one of the sureties of Henry Ashton, late mar- | 
shal of the District of Columbia, and that the | 
property in the city of Washington, at present | 
held in trust as security for the payment of said | 


e bill was laid : 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- || 


I withdraw the objection ! 
' which I made to House bill No. 397. ji 
1 object to going | 


Watson, as Indian agent in the Territory of 
Michigan. , 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee on fn- 
dian Affairs. have reported the following amend- 
ment: strike out the word “Indian agent,” and 
insert in lieu thereof the words ‘‘superintendent of 
the {Indian department and storekeeper.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 146) © for the relief of Samuel 
Hi. Hempstgad.”” 

The bill, Mhich was read, provides that $1,800 
be appropriated cut of any money in the Treasury 
| not otherwise appropriated, to pay Samuel H. 
| Hempstead for extra services rendered by him in 
defending the title of the United States to certain 
lands situated in the State of Arkansas. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
| House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate biil (No. 300) * for the relief of Thomas 
Rhodes.” [Odjected to by Mr. Jongs, of Tennes- 
see. | 


; Senate bill (No. 365) “for the relief of John 
W. Kelly.” - 

The bill directs the Postmaster General to have 
i the accounts of John W. Kelly, late a contractor 
on route No. 3,540, from Bainbridge, Georgia, to 
| Appulachicola, Fiorida, audited and settled by the 
| proper accounting officers, and to allow the said 
John W. Kelly the contract price stipulated to be 
| paid him, to wit; the sum of $2,400 per annum, 


855, the 


! from September 21, 1852, to June 30, 1 


ii day on which his contract would have expired, 


deducting therefrom the payments heretofore 
made the said John W. Kelly on account thereof; 
and the sum, when so ascertained and paid, shall 
be in fuil of all claims which the said John W. 
Kelly may have for damages in consequence of 
the annulment of his said contract @n the 2ist of 
February, 1853, by the Post Office Department. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate joint resolution (No. 19) ‘for the re- 
lief of Rebecca Burdsall.”’ [Objected to by @fr. 
| Jones, of Tennessee. } r 


Joint resolution of the House (No. 26) “for 

the settlement of the claim of Don Juan Jesus 
Vigil, of New Mexico.” ; 
‘| The resolution authorizes and directs the Sec- 
retary of War to cause to be audited the claim of 
Don Juan Jesus Vigil, for a flock of sheep seized 
gi from him by a detachment of troops in the service 
of the United States in the month of January, 
1847; and to make compensation to him for so 
many of said sheep as may have been used by 
said troops, or were lost to the owner in conse- 
quence of said seizure; provided that the whole 
amount of compensation allowed shall not exceed 
$9,000, and that the justice and equity of the al- 
lowance be established to the satisfaction of the 
auditing officer and the Secretary of War; and 
‘the amount so allowed shall be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
: There was no objection; and the joint resolu- 
tion was laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I move that the committee 
; do now rise. 

; [Cries of “No! This is the last day we shall 
| have for the consideration of private bilis 1°] 

Mr. BRIDGES. I withdraw the motion to rise, 
as that seems tv be the general desire. 


House bill (No. 407)“ to remit the duties upon 


|| certain goods destroyed by fire in the cities of 


New York and San Francisco.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Thereisa motion 
pending in the House to reconsider the vote by 
which this bill was referred to this committee, and 
I presume that, under the circumstances, we can- 
not take action on it. 

The CHAIRMAN... It will be passed over. 
| Mr. JONES. By unanimous consent of the 
| committee, } will withdraw the objection which I 
made to Senate resolution No. 19, for the relief of 
Rebecca J. Buardsall. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


If there be no objection, 
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the resolution will be laid aside to be reported to |: 

the House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. ROBBINS. If tam allowed, I will make |. 
a brief explanation of the resolution. 

(Cries of + Go on! We want to know what it 

[EZ : 

Mr. ROBBINS. Mr. Burdsall was in the em- 
ploy of the Government as mail agent between | 
New York and California nder the last Admin- |! 
istration. By. order of the Department he was 
compelled to remain for the transaction of some 
business ten or twelve days at Panama. While |, 
there he caught and died of the fever, to which |. 
strangers are subject. His widow and children 

gepre left in a destitute condition, and this resolution | 

“is for their relief, . It has passed the Senate, and |: 

l hope there may be no objection to it here. 

Mr. COBB. What amount does the bill pro- | 
pose to give Mrs. Burdsall ? 

Mr. ROBBINS. The balance of pay for the 
current year’s service to which her husband would | 
have been entitled had he lived. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Lobject. The prin- || 
ciple of the bill is a wrong one. It is for the pay- || 
ment of the salary of an officer after his death. 

House bill (No. 408) ‘for the relief of Thom- : 
as Underhill; executor of Thomas Underhill, de- 
ceased.” (Objected to by Mr. Jones, of New | 
York.] 

Efouse bill (No. 409) * for the reliefof Stephen ` 
Lutz, of New York.’? [Objected to by Mr. Per- 
kins, of New York.] 


House bill (No. 410) “ for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Everard Mead.” | [Objected to į’ 
by Mr. Warsa] 

ELouse bill (No. 411) “for the relief of the heirs |; 
of Larkin Smith,” [Objected to by Mr. Waxsn.] 


House bill (No. 413) “ for the relief of Henry |. 
Gardner abd others.” [Objected to by Mr. Jones, | 
of Tennessee.] 


| 

House bill (No. 414) ¢*for the relief of George | 
Mattingly.” : | 
‘The bill, which was read, provides that the | 
Commissioner of Public Buildings be authorized || 
to convey to George Mattingly and his heirs, all |: 
the right, title, interest, and estate of the United |! 
States of America in and to square No. 495 on the |! 
piat of the city of Washington; provided the ‘! 


18 


said Mattingly, or his heirs, shall first produce to i 
the said Commissioner of Public Buildings a cer- || 
tificate of the Secretary of the Treasury that he ‘| 
has paid to him, for the United States, $387 11, | 
with interest thereon from July 26, 1844. H 
From the report, it appears that on the 4th day | 
of December, 1840, the claimant purchased at a ` 
public tax sale, in the city of Washington, made |; 
in pursuance of. law, by the collector of taxes, a i 
square of ground marked on the plat of said city i 
as square No. 495, and paid therefor the sum of || 
$387 1l, and received from the mayor of said city il 
| 

| 

| 


onthe 26th of July, 1846, a deed for the same; | 
that he has, since acquiring said title, expended in | 
improvements on said square, the sum of $12,750. 
‘The said square was, it appears, erroneously as- | 
sessed on the books of the city of Washington as |! 
the property of an individual who was a large | 
land-owner in that neighborhood. That large ar- | 
rears of taxes were due on the same and unpaid, || 
and according to law it was offered for sale to pay |} 
the said taxes, and after due publication, by re- li 

iy 

\ 

| 


j 
Hd 


peated advertisements, was, on several occasions, || 
offered for sale, when no one would bid for it, the i 
said square being then quite remote from the im- i| 
proved and the improving parts of Washington. |i 
At length, after these failures to sell, the claimant 
was persuaded to bid for the same, and no one 
else being willing to purchase it, it was sold to 
him at a price equal to the taxes due upon it. It | 
now turns out that the title to the said square isin | 
the United States, The claimant has discovered 
this, and he giveithe information which thus de- | 
stroys his own title, He asks that a deed may i! 
be made to him by the Government, of its title, |! 
upon his paying the value of the square, at the | 
time he purchased it, into the Treasury, with 
interest thereon. ; 

The bill was laid. aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 415) “ for the relief of Na- | 
thaniel Reddick, administrator of Richard Taylor, 
deceased,’” 

The bill provides that the Secretary of the! 


i! tenant colonel 
i: due the said Richard Taylor as commutation pay 
ii for services as a lieutenant colonel of infantry in 

:, the Army of the United States in the war of mo 
; Revolution, fect 


; colone 


: committee report a bill allowin 


: of the war. 


thousand acre tract or parcel of land which they | 


shali be made of the quantity aforesaid, accordin 
i to the legal subdivisions of the public lands, an 


| places whatever. 


i papersof W iliam Curran, duly verified in the case, 
| that on the 7th of February, 1851, a bounty land 


Treasury: be authorized and required to pay to 
Nathaniel Reddick, administrator of. Richard 
Taylor, deceased, five years’ full pay of a lieu- 
oF infantry; the same having been 


From the report, which was read, it appears 


i that on the 9th of March, 1846, Nathaniel Red- 
ii dick was appointed administrator de bonis non, of | 
Richard Taylor, deceased, an officer in the Army 


of the United States in the war of the Revolution, by 


ii the court of quarterly session, held for the county of 
James city, Virginia, and that he bonded as such; | 


that the petitioner, as administrator as aforesaid, 


claims commutation pay due the said Richard 


Taylor for services in said war; that from evi- 


. dence derived from the Department of State, and | 
i: filed in this case, it appears “ that Richard Taylor | 


was a second lieutenant in the sixth regiment of 


the Virginia line on the Ist day of November, !; 


i 

1776, and that he served to the close of the war, | 
at which period he held the rank of lieutenant ' 
1; and that though the petitioner prays 
for the pay ofa captain only, so conclusively is 
the fact established that the said Richard Taylor 
was an officer of much higher grade, and conse- 
quently was entitled to corresponding pay, the 
g the pay to which 

he was entitled by the rank he held at the close 


No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 


7 : i 
to be reported to the House, with a recommend- ;: 
ation that it do pass. |; 


House bill (No. 416) “ for the relief of John 
McVea and John F. McNeely, of Louisiana. ” 


The bili, which was read, provides that, upon // 


the return to the land ofice at Greensburg, Louis- 
iana, of plats of surveys, duly approved by the 
surveyor general, of township three south, of range 
one west, and township three south, of range one 
east, it shail be lawful for John McVea and John 
F. McNeely to enter, at $1 25 per acre, the one 


have long held in possession and cultivation, and | 
which is represented as covering parts of sections | 
one, two, eleven, and twelve, in township three | 
south, of range one west, and parts of sections ; 
six, seven, thirteen, and eighteen, of township | 
three south, of range one east, in the Greensburg | 
land district, Louisiana; provided, that the entry | 
shall embrace the quantity aforesaid and the Jand 
actually cultivated and inclosed by them, as near 
as may be; and provided further, that the entry or 
entries made under the provisions of this act shall 
not be to the prejudice of any valid adverse rights, 
if any such exist, to any part of the land aforesaid. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 417) “ for the relief of William 
Curran.” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
assignment, bearing date April 25, 1851, from 
Thomas Myers to William Curran, of bounty 
land warrant No. 407, for one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, dated February 7, 1851, and issued 
to Thomas Myers, private and corporal in Cap- 


tain Skinner’s cémpany, Colonel Mills’s regiment || 


New York volunteers, war of 1812, be confirmed 
and declared effectual to transfer the said land 
warrant to the said William Curran, and to vest 
in him the title thereto from the date of said as- 


o be good and sufficient evidence of said assign- 
ment, having been duly made in all courts and 


The report says, it appears by the petition and 


warrant of that date was duly issued, under the act 
of Congress of September 28, 1850, to Thomas | 


Myers, who was a private and a corporal in Cap- i; 


tain Skinner’s company, Colonel Mills’s regiment 


of the New York volunteers, in the war of 1819, for | 


one hundred and sixty acres of land, whieh war- 
rant was number four hundred and seven. On 
the 25th of April, 1851, and before the passage of 
the act of Congress making land warrants assign- 
able, Thomas Myers sold said land warrant to 


| 
i 
| 
the petitioner for §200, which was duly paid ; and Í 


gi 


ignment; and this act shall be deemed and taken | 


thereupon the ‘said Myers duly executed, ander. 
his hand and seal, and delivered tosai ‘petitioners 


an assignment to’ said warrant; bearin date th 


y 


25th of April, 185]—that being thé day of it 
cutlon—with a power and authority’ contal in 
said assignment to said petitioner to locate said: 
Warrant on any public lands, accogfing :. to, Jaw, 

in. the name of. Thomas. Myers; and said assigne 
ment also contained an agreement-on-the part; of 
said. Myers that he would convey to said peti- 
tioner, by deed, the lands on which said. warrant 
should be. located, upon their being patented to 
i him, said Myers. That after said assignment, 
: and about the time of the. passage of the act of 
ngress making land warrants assignable, which 
| was the 22d of March, 1852, Thomas Myers died 
intestate, leaving no estate, or, at most, but. very 


: 


ii 
little, and that no letters of administration: havg 
| been grantedgin his case. ; i oy 
| The bill laid aside to be reported to. thie 
| House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 418) “ for the relief of Enoch 
| S. More.” E is 
The bill authorizes and directs the, Commis- 
| sioner of Pensions to correct the said roll by.eras= 
ing the words thereon which imply that the said 
i Enoch S. More deserted, and insert in lieu thereof 
the words ‘* sick and absent on furlough.” i c35 

The second section provides that this act. shall 


; vest in the said Enoch 9a More all the rights he 
` would have had if he ha@@ontinued in good health 


House bill (No. 413) «for the relief of Patrick 
| Gass.’ 

Mr. COBB. I dislike very much to object, but 
this bill is an old acquaintance of mine, and I 
think it ought not to pass. I object. p 

House bill (No. 420) ‘“for the relief of Rosalie 
Caxillo.”’ F 

e 


i 


Langhery. ”? 
The bill was la 


| House bill (No. 421) “ for the relief of A; S: 


J. McElhiny, E. P. Matthews, and Lawrence 


| House bill (No. 423) “ for the relief of William 
| 
| Cribben,”? 


|, Senate bill (No. 374) “ for the relief of Sylvester 


| T. Jerauld, assignee of the interest of Henry 
| Richard.” 
| The bill was laid aside to be reported to’ the 
| House, with a recommendation that it pass. : 
Senate bill (No. 373) “ to ascertain and adjust 
the tities to certain lands in the State of Indiana.”? 
The bill, which was read, provides that the reg- 
ister and receiver of the land office at Vincennes, 
together with a fit and proper person learned 
in the jaw, and a citizen of Indiana, to be ap- 


‘| pointed by the President of the United States, be 


constituted commissioners to ascertain and adjust 
the title of any claimant to any tract of land, or 
any part or subdivision thereof, granted by the 
resoive of Congress of August 29, 1788, and the 
- act of March 3, 1791, entitled “An act for grant- 
‘ing lands to the inhabitants and settlers at Vin- 
i! cennes, and the Illinois country in the territory 
: northwest of the Ohio, and for confirming them in 
their possessions,” and the several acts in aid of, 
and suppiementary thereto. 

The bill then goes on to fix the duties of the 
commissioners and the regulations under which 
claimants are to present their claims, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Hittyer,} who reported this 
bill, is not present. It has many provisions, and 
seems to be of great importance. Deeming it re- 
quires more consideration than we can now give 
it, I object to it. 

The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Hexpriors.) If the 
gentleman from Tennessee would aliow the Chair, 
he would statethat the object of the bill is merely 
to ascertain title as between these citizens and the 
United States. Commissioners are appointed for 
that purpose. The billis of great importance to 
many citizens of Indiana, and is carefully guarded. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
I 


Wire the improvement 


ui Mr; JONES: -On the gentleman’s statement, 1 
withdraw: my objection. a 

>The bill was-then laid-aside to:be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


“Senate bill (No. 26) “for the relief of Ira Bald- 
aw 2? : 


wid.” 

The bill authorizes.and directs the Secretary of 
War to issue aland warrant, for three hundred and 
twenty acres of land, to Ira’Baldwin, a Canadian 
volunteer, to be ‘located on any of the unappro- 
pristed lands of the United States which have been 
offered for sale and are subject to entry; and also 
that the Secretary of the Treasury pay him $180, 
for three months’ extra pay, all which shall be guli 
comperisation for his services in the late war 
Great Britain. 


Mr: JONES, of Tennessee. This bill passed ij 


both Mouses‘at the last Congress, but by some 
means or other failed to receive theygigesident’s sig- 
nature. "5 

There was no objection, and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the: House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 329) ‘for the relief of Thomas 
D: Jennings.” 

The bill, which was read, authorizes Thomas D. 
Jennings, of Florida, to enter, at the mimimum 
price of the public lands, a quantity of land not 
_ exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, compris- 
which his jate father, 
Lawrence D. Jennin esided before his death, 
on'due proof being presented to the register of the 
proper land office that he would have been entitled 
to a preémption bnt for the removal of the family 
after the death of the father. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 424) “ for the relief of township 
forty-five, range one, in Warren county, Mis- 
souri. ”? 


‘The bill provides that the board of directors of || 


common schools for said township shall be author- 
ized to select and have set apart for the use of 
schools in said township, one half of a section of 
any of the public lands in the land district within 
which said county is situated, in lieu of the half of 
said section sixteen, which is covered by the con- 
cession to one Kinaird; and when the said board 
of directors shall make the selection of said half 
section, they shall notify the register of the land 
office in said district of the land so selected, and 
the same shall be reserved from sale and set apart 
for the use of schools in suid township; provided, 
that said selection and notification be made within 
twelve months after the passage of this act, and 

rovided said selection shall be according to the 
feel subdivisions of the public lands, and in quan- 
tities not less than eighty acres. 

Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. I will explain 
the object of the bill ina very few words. A part 
of the sixteenth section in Missouri, reserved for 
school purposes under the act of 1820, was cov- 
ered by the Spanish concession, and this bill only 


provides that the half section may be located upon || 


some other lands. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. COBB. I objected to bill No. 419 “for 
the relief of Patrick Gass.” [now withdraw my 
objection. 

Phe CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama unconditionally withdraw his objection? 

Mr. COBB. I do. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the bill in question 
will be laid aside, and reported to the House. 

Mr. MILLSON. I do not know anything 


about this case, but I think that, as a matter of | 


practice, the proposition cannot be carried out. [t 
requires the unanimous consent of the House for 
a gentleman to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. COBB. Oh, it is done twenty times a 
day. 
The CHAIRMAN. [If the report had been 
read, or if there had been any controversy about 
the matter, I suppose it would have required the 


unanimous consent of the House to withdraw an | 


objection. 

Mr. MILLSON. I know nothing about this 
particular case; but I know that, as a matter of 
practice, it requires unanimous consent to with- 
draw an objection. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 


uly 22, 


objection. i 
Bill No. 419 was therefore lai 
ported to the House. E 
House bill (No. 299) ‘‘for the relief of the 


Pine Grove Academy, in Louisiana.” 


The bill was read. It provides that the presi- 
dent, directors, and trustees, of” the Pine Grove 
Academy, in the parish of Caldwell, Louisiana, 
be confirmed in their title to the lot of forty acres 
of land on which the said academy is ‘situated, 
near Columbia, donated to them by Hyams, 
Chew & McCoy, claiming under the Maison 
| Rouge grant, in 1839, as more particularly de- 
scribed in the act of donation; and that the said 

resident, directors, and trustees, be also confirmed 
in their title to a certain tract or parcel of land sit- 
uated in said parish of Caldwell, with about one 
| mile front on the west bank of the Ouachita river, 
| and running west between five and six miles, and 
known as lot No. 23, in the plat number one of 
the Maison Rouge grant, surveyed by John Dins- 
more, a deputy surveyor of the United States, con- 
taining about four thousand acres, donated to them 
by Daniel W. Coxe, one of the claimants of said 
grant, in 1839, and that patents be issued to them 
for said lands, after a legal survey, under the in- 
structions of the surveyor general of Louisiana: 
provided, that the act shall amount only to a re- 
linquishment of title on the part of the United 
States, and that it shall not be construed to inter- 
fere in any manner with the rights of settlers on 
said lands at the date of this act. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 167) “ for the relief of Joseph 
Campau.” 

The bill was read, and laid aside to be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do 
pass. 


Senate bill (No. 296) ‘* for the relief of Manuel 
Hernandez.” 

The bill was read. It authorizes Manuel Her- 
nandez to locate, not to exceed eight hundred 
| arpents of land, French measure, according to the” 
legal subdivisions, on any of the public lands in 
the State of Florida, subject to private entry, 
which shall be in full compensation for all the 
damages he may have sustained in being dispos- 
sessed of eight hundred arpents of land about 
three miles distant from the mouth of the Escam- 
bia river, lying and situate between the lands of 
| Joseph Noriega and those of the free mulatto 
named Charles, being the same lands that were 
granted to Joseph Hernandez, deceased, by the 
Spanish Government, on the 8th of October, 1817. 

The second section directs the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, upon the receipt of the 
certificate of entry from the register of the proper 
! land office, to cause to be issued a patent for the 
| lands authorized to be located by the act. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 170) ‘for the relief of Mrs. 
Helen Mackay, administratrix of Lieutenant Col- 
onel Æneas Mackay, late a deputy quartermaster 
in the United States Army.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is not this the 
| bill which passed the Flouse a few days since by 
/ unanimous consent? a 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. This is a 
f bill for the relief of Mrs. Mackay, as the adminis- 
tratrix of Lieutenant Colonel Mackay. She has 
no interest in it whatever. 

Mr. FAULKNER. This is the bill to which 
T called the attention of the House a few days 
| since, And as I think it requires the discussion 
| and consideration of the House, J object. 
| ‘The bill was accordingly passed over. 
| Senate bill (No. 189) ‘for the relief of Mrs. 
i Sally T. B. Cochrane, widow of the late Lieuten- 
‘ant R. E. Cochrane, United States Army.”’ 
| The bill, which was read, provides that there 
| be paid, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, $150 to Mrs. Sally T. B. 
| Cochrane, widow of Lieutenant R. E. Cochrane, 


| late of the United States Army, the value of a horse 


| belonging to said Cochrane, which was used for 
| express riding in the public service, by order of 
Lieutenant Colonel Garland, United States Army, 
| at Fort Smith, in 1841, and died in consequence of 


| said service. 


the gentleman from Alabama. can. withdraw his | 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 206) “for the relief of the ex- 
ecutrix of the late Brevet Colonel A. C. W. Fan- 
ning, of the United States Army.’” i 

The bill was read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that 


bill. 

Mr. MACE. I hope the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will withdraw the objection. . 

Mr. JONES. I have no objection to withdraw- 
ing it until the report is read. ; 

The report was then read. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio, and Mr. GIDDINGS, 
objected. w 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I hope the objections” 
will be withdrawn. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, 
draw my objection. 


Senate bill (No. 285) “ for the relief of the heirs 
of Brigadier General Richard B. Mason,’’ 

Mr. MILLSON. 1 think that bill ought not to 
be passed. I object. There are not onethird the 
members of the House present, and I move that 
the committee do now rise. 

[Cries of «* Division !”’] 

Mr. MILLSON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his motion to rise. i 

The CHAIRMAN. Did the gentleman from 
Virginia object to the last bill which was under 
consideration ? i 

Mr. MILLSON. Ido not think the bill is a 
proper one to be passed without full consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is equivalent to an 
objection, and the bill will be passed over. 

Senate bill (No. 250) “ for the relief of William 
Claude Jones.” 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and di- 
rects the Secretary of War to settle the account 
of William Claude Jones against the United 
States, for his military services in the United 


I object, and do not with- 


1) States Army, and allow him thedifference between 


the pay of a private, which he did receive, and 
the compensation of a commissary of subsistence, 
to which he is entitled, from September 28, 1837, 
to April 2, 1838, and that the same be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury, not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

The bill was laid aside to be. reported to the 
House, with a recommendation -that it do pass. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If nobody else 
in the committee objects to Senate bill No. 206, 
entitled “An act for the relief of the executrix of 
the late Brevet Colonel A. C. W. Fanning, of the 
United States Army,” I shall withdraw the ob- 
jection which I made a few moments ago. 

The bill, which was then read, directs the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to pay to Mrs. Harriet O. 
Read, executrix of the late Brevet Colonel A. C. 
W. Fanning, of the United States Army, $7,230, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, being the amount clairhed by the said 
executrix to be due the estate of the said Brevet 
Colonel Fanning, as commissions for disburse- 
ments made by him in 1827 and 1828, at the 
United States arsenal, in Augusta, Georgia, and as 
balances of his accounts against the United States 
for services rendered in 1818 and -1821, as the 
United States commissioner in receiving and re- 
storing St. Marks, and as Indian agent at Forts 
Gadsden and St. Marks, from April, 1818, to 
December, 1821. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move to strike 
out all that part of the bill which provides for the 
payment of two anda half per cent. as commission 
on disbursements. 

Mr. COBB. The amendment is acceptable to 
the friends of the bill. i 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then laid aside to be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it do pass. $ 

Senate bill (No. 71) “for the relief of Joseph 
Gonder, jr., and John Duf.” [Objected to by 
Mr. Peruins, of New York.] 

House bill (No. 495) * for tlfe relief of Rebecca 
Braggerly, widow of David Braggerly, deceased.” 

The bill was read; and there being no objection 
to it, it was laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 108) “for the relief Rebecca 
Freeman.” ; 


_ 1854. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Rebecca Freeman on the list of 
pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
ae her natural life, commencing January 27, 
1847. f 

There vas no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the Hoüse, with a recom- 
mendation that it do-pass. 


Senate bill (No, 241) ‘for the relief of James 
Wormsley.”’ 

The bill and report having been read, the bill 
was laid aside to be reported to the House, with a 
recommendation that it pass. 

Senate bill (No. 223) ‘for the relief of Mary 
Carlton.” 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of Mary Carlton on the list of 
revolutionary pensioners, at the rate of twenty- 
four dollars a year, to commence October 1, 1838, 
and to continue during her natural life. 

The report having been read, the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a reeom- 
mendation that it pass. : 


Senate bilig(No. 340) ‘*for the relief of Sarah 
Crandall.” "7 
- The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Interior 


to place the name of Sarah Crandall, widow of |: 
James Coon, on the list of revolutionary pension- | 


ers, and pay her, during her natural life, at the 
rate of eight dollars per month, to commence Jan- 
uary 1, 1848. 

Thereport was then read; and no objection being 
made, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 426) “ for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Lieutenant Francis Ware.” 
The bill provides that it appears from the books 
in the Register’s office of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, that there is now outstanding and unpaid 
in favor of Lieutenant Francis Ware, deceased, a 
final settlement certificate for commutation pay 
for the sum of $251 10 No. 92,816, that the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury shall cause to be pub- 
lished, for the space of two weeks, in two of the 
weekly papers of the city of Washington, a notice 
that he has been directed to pay said * final settle- 
ment certificate,” and calling upon any person or 
ersons who may own said certificate to produce 
it to him for payment; and if, at the expiration of 
three months from the date of said notice, no per- 
son or persons shall present it for payment, it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to pay the amount of said certiti- 
cate, No. 92,816, with intereston the same, atthe 
rate of three per centum, from January 1, 1791, 
to January 1, 1832, to the heir or heirs-at-law of 
said Lieutenant Francis Ware; provided, that be- 
fore such payment shall be made, the said heir or 
heirs, as the case shall be, shall execute a bond, 
payable to the United States, in double the amount 
to be paid, with two good and sufficient securities, 
conditioned to indemnify the Government of the 
United States against the legal claim of any person 
or persons for the payment of said ‘final settle- 


ment certificate for commutation pay,” alleged to | 


be lost or destroyed. 

The report was then read; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 429) “ for the relief of James 
Capen.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of James Capen on the pension 
roll, and that the said Capen be entitled to receive 
the sum of eight dollars per month during his 
natural life, to commence March, 4, 1851. 


It appears from the report in this case that the || 


petitioner served a period of five months and 
twelve days, and that, including the time spent in 
going to and returning from the places of muster, 
he served over six months. It also appears that 
he was draughted for a term of three years’ service, 
and owing to the sickness of his father, he was 
obliged to hirea substitute. There is no satisfac- 
tory evidence furnished that the petitioner actually 
served six months, thereby entitling him to be 
placed on the pension roll under the act of June 7, 
1832, and to receive arrears of pension from March 
4, 183}, to the present time. But as he probably 
may have served that length of time, and is now 
very old and infirm, the committee were of opin- 


his pension to commence from March 4, 1851, 
about the date of his application. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation thatit pass. 


at Norfolk, Virginia. 

The bill, which was read, provides that a certain 
judgment rendered in 1842, against Thomas Ap 
Catesby Jones and Duncan Robertson, as sureties 
for Walter F. Jones, formerly postmaster at Nor- 
folk, in the State of Virginia, for $4,387 09, it 
being on account of the defalcation of said post- 
master as such, shall be declared satisfied, in so 
far as the said sureties, or either of them, are liable 
thereon. It also provides that $2,500 heretofore 
by said Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, through his 
agent, paid on said judgment, shall be ordered to 
be refunded to said Jones, out of any moneys in 
the Treasury of the United States not otherwise 
| appropriated, 

r. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to the re- 
linquishment of any security or liability in this 
case. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask for the reađ- 
; ing of the report, The bill does not relinquish any 


: security. 

Mr. PARKER. I will state briefly the facts in 
! the case. 

Mr. JONES. Is there not a report accompany- 
| ing the bill? 

Mr. PARKER. There is. 

Mr. JONES. Well, let it be read. 

Mr. PARKER. It is too long; but if the com- 
mittee will allow me, l will state very briefly the 
merits of the case. [Cries of “Go on.”] “The 
necessity for this bill arises on account of Com- 
; modore Jones, and a gentleman by the name of 
| Robertson, having become securities for a post- 
master at Norfolk, Virginia, At the time Com- 
modore Jones became such security, most of the 
defalcations of the postmaster had occurred; but 
his accounts were not then settled, and the former 
| Securities were released from their bond, leaving 
Jones and the other security in this predicament. 
The Judiciary Committee were unanimous in their 
Opinion, that so far as these defalcations were 
concerned, there could be no question; but that 
the law would entirely exonerate the securities, 
This bill proposes to make no gratuity. But 
there was no legal right to recover the amount 
| levied on the claimant, as it is perfectly clear, 
‘from the documents drawn from the Post Office 
Department, that the defalcations of the postmas- 
ter had occurred because of the laches of the 
| Post Office Department itself. This is perfectly 
į clear. No question can be made clearer. At the 
| time that judgment was taken against him, Com- 
| modore Jones was in the Pacific, engaged in the 
service of his country. He left the matter to be 
managed by his attorneys, who placed the defense 
| on the ground that the action was not brought in 
time; and that plea was overruled, and judgment 
issued. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is objection withdrawn? 

; Mr. JONES. No, sir. 

! Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will add to what 
has been stated by my colleague, that with the 
judgment hanging over Commodore Jones, most 
| unjustly and unrighteously rendered, this man 
| will be ruined before next January ; every particle 
of property that he has will be seized to satisfy 
these claims. Ihope the objection will be with- 
drawn. Let not this man, who is disfigured in 
his country’s service, be denied justice on this 
| floor. 

Mr. JONES. I cannot vote for any such bill, 
Mr. PARKER. But you can withdraw your 
| objection. 

The objection was withdrawn, and the bill was 
laid aside to be reported to the House, witha rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. Mr. Chair- 
man, in the case of Senate bill No. 71, ‘for the 
i relief of Joseph Gonder, junior, and John Duff,” 
| I objected, and the bill was passed over. 
since read the report, and I am confident that if 
| the facts stated in it are to be relied on, the bill 
should pass. I withdraw my objection. 

The objection being withdrawn, the bill was 
laid aside to be reported to the House, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


ion that he should be placed on the pension roli— || _ House: bill (No. 433) for ‘the ‘relief of Ta 
No. ‘f e f 


House bill (No. 431) “for the relief of Thomas. 
Ap Catesby Jones, surety for a former postmaster’ 


I have | 


Wright, jr., of the State of Tenn: 
The bill was:read.. < = 


pass. 
Senate bill (No. 281) for the relief of W 
Miller.” g De 
The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Secretary of the Interior be directed’ to place’ the 
name of William Miller on the roll of invalid pen= 
| sioners, at the rate of ninety-six dollars per year, 
commencing on the 10th of February, 1845, to: 
: continue during his natural life. sae! 
The bill w& laid aside to be reported. to the’ 
| House, with a recommendation that it do pass. ` 
Fouse bill (No. 434) “ for the relief of Captain, 
Lewis E. Simonds.” Ao hori 
| The bill provides that the Secretary. of. the. 
| Treasury be authorized and required to pay ‘to 
| Captain Lewis E. Simonds, of the United States 
Navy, $800, it being for his expenses incurred in 
defending himself against two suits brought. 
| against him for arresting and detaining the 
| Casket, on the coast of Africa, on charge of bei 
| engaged in the slave trade, in 1846, the said. 
; monds being then in command of the Unite 
| States armed vessel called the Marion, and acting 
| in the line of his duty. 
| The bill was laid aside to be reported to ‘the 
! House, with a recommendation that it do pass. ` 


| House bill (No. 435) “ for the relief of Daniel 


House bill (No. 436) ‘for the relief of Ira Call, 
| of Huron county, Ohio.” : 3 
The bill having been read, was laid aside to be 
| reported to the House, with a recommendation, 
that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 437) “for the relief of Isaac M. 
Sigler, of Putnam county, Indiana.” 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to. th 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 438) ‘for the relief of John’ 
Frazer, and the administrator of the estate’ ¢ 
John G. Clendenin, deceased.” j 

The bill having been read, was laid aside to be’ 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
i that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 442) ‘for the relief of Mary 
| H. Cushing.’ 5 
| The bill, which was read, provides that the See- 
i retary of the Interior be authorized and required 
į to issue to Mary H. Cushing, daughter of John 
Wainwright Cushing, deceased, a soldier of the 
| war of 1812, a warrant for so much. military 
| bounty land as the said John Wainwright Cush- 
i ing would be entitled to receive were he now living. 
| The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
| House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


| tos 
| Senate resolution (No. 14) “authorizing settle- 
i ments under certain mail contracts.’ [Objected 


e 


i 

| Senate bill (No. 145) “for the relief of John 
G. Camp.” . 

| The bill, which was read, provides that the ac- 

counting officers of the Treasury be directed to 

S 


charged does not exceed what is now allowed by 
law. 
| The Committee on the Judiciary had reported 
Í to amend in the seventh line, by striking out the 
| words “ therein charged does,” and inserting the 
word “ shall,” and in the eighth line, by striking 
out the word ‘allowed,’ and inserting the word 
** authorized,’’ so that it would read: 

That the accounting officers of the Treasury bs, and 


i 
li 
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re hereby, directed to settle the suspended accounts 
eage of John G. Camp, late marshal for the middle 
districtof Florida; in the same manner that similar accounts 
are now settled: Provided, however, That theamount shalt 
not-exceed: what is now-authorized-by law. s: : 
"Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. -Is there a report?: 
The CHAIRMAN. . There is nots. nee 
Mr. JONES. Then L object. 


House bill (No. 443) ** vesting the title of they 


United States to certain land in the city of Cin- 
einnati,”” sip dine al 
The bill provides that the title and interest of || 
the United States to the unsold land, ifthere beany, 
in fractional section number eleven, in fractional 
township number four, in fractional range number 
one, of John Cleves Symmes’s purchase of lands, 
within the now State of Ohio, be, and the same 
hereby is, vested in the corporate authorities of the 
city of. Cincinnati, and their successors in office, 
and in any other occupants of the same, in seve- 
ralty, upon payment to the Commigsioner of the |) 
General Land Office of the minimum price ofland || 
subject to entry; provided, that nothing in the act ji 
shall be so construed as to impair the legal or 
equitable rights of any other person or persons to i| 
the said Jand, or to any part thereof. H 

' T'he bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

Senate bill (No. 185) “ for the relief of the legal 

fepresentatives of Samuel Prioleau. ”? 

“ The bill directs the proper acccounting officers of 
the Treasury to pay to, the legal representatives 
of Samuel Prioleau, Rie of Charlestòn, South 
Carolina, $6,928 60, being in full compensation | 
for property taken from said Prioleau, at Charles- |! 
ton, for the use of the United States, during the 
revolutionary, war. : 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 


> ; : il 
Flouse, with a recommendation that it pass. j: 


Senate bill (No. 337) “for the relief of Eliza j; 
M. Evans.” i 
` Mr. CRAIGE. Is there a report to this bill? | 
. Mr. PECKHAM. There isa Senate report. f 

| 


Mr. CRAIGE. {want to know some reason 
why this interest should be paid. | 
“Mr. PECKHAM. Because the money was | 
advanced to the Government of the United States. | 

Mr. CRAIGE. Well, sir, 1 object. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I hope the gent 
not object. 1am willing he should move to strike 


leman will li 


-There was. no objection; and the amendment 
was read and agreed to; as follows: - i 
Add: : ; 

‘And that the Commissioner of the Land Office be author- 
ized to issue to said héirs aud legal representatives patents 
for the lands heretofore confirmed to them by acts of Con- 
į gress. ; s : 
r.-The bill, as amended, was then laid aside to be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it do pass. s ; í 

Senate bill (No.248) “for the relief of William 
Harris, of Georgia.” i f 
The bill, which was read, directs the proper ac- 


| counting officers of the Treasury to settle the 


claim of William Harris, of Geogia,and pay him 
for his services in the United States Army in the 
same manner as if he had not deserted therefrom; 
provided, the same shall not exceed the pay and 


emoluments of a sergeant of infantry, from April | 


18, 1814, to November 25, 1816. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
Senate bill (No. 240) “ for the relief of James 
Edwards and others.” 


The Secretary of War, by this bill, is directed | 
i ta ascertain by the best evidence which the nature 
of the case will admit of, the value of the houses 
‘and other property of James Edwards, of the | 
late Edward M. Wanton, and of the late Nehe- | 


miah Brush, destroyed at Micanopy, Florida, in 
1836, by order of Lieutenant Colonel B. K. Pierce, 
the commanding officer of that post, to prevent 
them from falling into the hands of the enemy, 
and that the amount so ascertained be paid out of 
any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appro- 
printed; provided, the amounts so to be paid shall 
not exceed $2,482 32 in the case of James Ed- 
wards; $1,812 50 in the case of the late Edward 
M. W 
hemiah Brash., 

The report accompanying the bill having been 
read, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Senate bill (No. 203) “ for the relief of Thomas 
Snodgrass.” ` 

The bill was read. It directs that $230 be ap- 
propriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 


homas Snodgrass the expenses by him incurred 


otherwise appropriated, to reimburse to Captain | 


pi 


anton; or $800 in the case of the lue Ne- | 


‘| quorum, the Chair cannot report them. 


‘The Clerk resum 
terrupted by ere, ` : : 

Mr. PRESTON, who said:] desireat this stage 
of the call to submit a. motion, which I presume 
is in order at this time, but will not be after the 
call. of the roil is finished. { would ask the Chair 
if it is in order now to move that the call be sus- 
pended, and the committee rise, and the chairman 
be instructed to report to the House the bills which . 
the committee have ordered to be laid aside and- 
reported to the House? ' eee 

The CHAIRMAN. Ifthere is no objection, the 
Chair will entertain the motion. 

[Cries of ** Agreed P? “Agreed !’7} 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the roll is called 
through, and you find the committee without a 


ed the cal), but..was again in- 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I insist upon 
the roll called through. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, I desire to inquire 
what effect the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Preston] will have upon the bills not 
acted upon in committee? 

“Mr. PRESTON. They will merely remain 
upon the Calendar. E 

Mr. CRAIGE. Ifthe motion of the'gentleman 
from Kentucky prevails, there will not be a quo- 
rum to do business. But, sir, if nobody else ob- 
jects to the motion, I certainly shall not. 

Mr. SMITH. [ withdraw my objection. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I wish to inquire whether, 
by unanimous consent, the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Jonns] could withdraw his call for a 
division? If that could be done, it would super- 
sede the necessity for calling the roll, and we could 
go on with the business of the committee. 

Mr. JONES. Itis too late for meto withdraw 
the call; a division has actually taken place, and 
no quoram has made its appearance, 

Mr. HOUSTON. it must be perceived by this 


* 
having 


| time the impossibility of going again into com- 


mittee, if we now rise. I hope gentlemen will 
allow these bills to be reported to the House. 
Mr. SMITH. I have withdrawn my objection. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Then there is no objection. 
These bills can be reported by unanimous con- 
sent, and I hope it will be done. 
The CHAIRMAN, It is the opinion of the 
Chair that the committee has no power to sus- 


Out the interest, and when the bill comes to the jj for a team, and balance for forage and subsistence |; b an 
Flouse, let the matter be settled. |! furnished to his company of volunteers, while |) sent. The rule of the House is positive upon the 

Mr. CRAIGE. {do not withdraw my objec- | employed as a guard or escort for a party of em- || subject. When the committee finds itself without 
ion, : : | igrating Cherokees, in 1838; provided nothing || a quorum, the roll must be called, The Chair, 
` Fouse bill (No. 446) * for the relief of the civil li contained in the act shall be construed to sanction || however, under the circumstances, will entertain 
townshi | any claim of the representatives of Washington 


pend the call of the roll even by unanimous con- 


hip of Marion, in the county of Mercer, || the motion that the bills which have been laid 
Ohio. 


| Smith upon the United States for the same, or 
w The bill, which was read, provides that the |; 
trustees of the civil township of Marion, in the | 
county of Mercer, and Sune of Ohio, be author- |i 


ized to select out of the unsold Innds of the Uni- |i 


ted States in said State, one section of land for f 
school purposes, in lieu of section sixteen, to | 
which said township is entitled by acts of Con- | 
gress; and that witen the said trustees shall have | 
selected said section of land, they shall notify the || 
Register of the Land Office in the district in which i 
said lands lie, and the same shall be reserved from 
gale, and set apart for the use of schools in sud 
townships, 

There was no objection; and the bill was hid 
aside to be reported to the Hlouse, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 447) “ for the relief of the legal 
heirs of Benjamin Metoyer.” Hi 
The bill provides that Benjamin Metoyer, of 
Natchitoches parish, Louisiana, be authorized to 
enter for himself and the otber heirs of Benjamin 
Metoyer, deceased, as nearas may be by legal 
subdivisions, one hundred and twenty-three and 
twelve one hundredths acres of land out of any || 

public lands belonging to the United States. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Iask the unani- 
mous consent of the committee to offer an amend- 
ment to the bill, and I will now briefly state its 
object. The lands indicated are those which have 
been confirmed to these heirs by act of Congress, || 
and because the act of Congress did not author- | 
ize the Commissioner of the Land Office to issue | 
patents, he feeis that he has not the power to do 
go, The object of the amendment is to authorize | 
the Land Ofice to issue patents for the lands 
which have been confirmed to these heirs by act 
of Congress. . i 


any other sum advanced said Snodgrass. 

"The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Elouse bill (No. 448) ** for the relief of William 
H. Weirick.” 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
War to pay to William H. Weirick, late a sec- 
ond lieutenant in company G, of Colonel J. D. 
Stevenson’s regiment of New York volunteers, 
out of any money iv the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, $576 26, the amount of mileage 
from California to New York, and two months’ 
pay, as paid to the other officers and soldiers of 
said regiment, 

The report of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs was read; and the bill was laid aside to be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 


i that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 469) “ granting bounty land to 
Cornelius Coffey.” 


Mr. McCULLOCH, I move that the commit- 


| tee do now rise. 
The question was put; and there were, on a | 


division—ayes 13, noes 25; no quorum voting. 

{Cries of “ Cail the roll !?7] 

The Clerk thea commenced the call of the roll, 
but was interrupted by 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, who said: I amas 
much opposed to adjourning as any member of 
the committee can be, but being satished from the 
temper of the House. that we shall be able to do 
nothing to-day, 1 will, if the committee will per- 
mit me, move that the committee do now rise. 

[Cries of “ Not” * No!) 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
while the call is proceeding the gentleman cannot 
submit the motion. 


aside be reported to the House; and then the call 
ef the roll may proceed, and, at the conclusion, 
the bills may be reported to the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That cannot be 
done, because the call of the roll will show that a 
quorum is not present. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentlernan from 
Tennessee object to the motion of the gentleman 
from Kentucky? 

Mr. JONES. Certainly not. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will then en- 
tertain the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Then we may, by unani- 
mous consent, dispense with the calling of the 
roll. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the rules of the House positively require that the 
roll shall be called. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understood the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky to be, 
that the committee rise, and report the bills to 
the House. We cannot do oneor the other prop- 
erly without a quorum; but it seems to me we may 
as well rise as order the bills to be reporied. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the motion to rise cannot be made, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, cannot the Chair put 
the question now that the committee rise and re- 
port the bills to the House, and then we can go 
back into committee, and finish the call, if it is 
necessary that it should be finished? I hope these 
bills will not be left in committee. The Chair 
would expedite the business of the House by par- 
suing some course by which we could have these 
bills reported. I feel a good deal of solicitude 
about the matter, and I hopethe Chair will ènter- 
tain the motion. : 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides: that 
the motion cannot be made. , 

Mr. HOUSTON. Cannot the call.be with- 
drawn by unanimous consent? We are all anx- 
ious that these bilis should be reported. 

Tne CHAIRMAN.. It cannot, 

Mr. LILLY. I would inquire if we cannot go 
into the House, and, by unanimous consent, 
again go into committee ?: 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the call of the roll must proceed. 

The call was then concluded. - 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Hen- 
pricks] reported that the Committee of the Whole 
Fouse had had sundry billsupon the Private Cal- 
endar under consideration, and having found it- 
self without a quorum, had caused the roll to be 
ealled, and had directed him to report the facts to 
the ITouse with the names of the absentees. 


The following is the list of absentees. 


Messrs. James ©. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, 
Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Bell, 
Bennett, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckin- 
ridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruth 
ers, Chase, Chastaiu, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cling- 
man, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullam, 
Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dent, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Drum, Dunbar, Dun- 
ham, Eddy, Bdmands, Edunundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John 
M. Elliott, Ellison, Etheridge, Everhart, Ewing, Fenton, 
Flagler, Franklin, Muller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, Green, 
Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Audrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P, Harris, Harrison, Tastings, 
Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Howe, Hunt, lugersoll, J. 
Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kidweli, Kittredge, Lamb, Lane, 
Latham, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, Lyon, Medougan, 
Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, May, Mayall, Meacham, 
Middieswarth, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oii. 
ver, Mordecai Oliver, Grr, Peck, Peckham, Bishop Perkius, 
John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Ready, Reese, Rich- 
ardson, Riddie, David Ritehie, Thomas Ritehoy, Rogers, |! 
Russell, Sage, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Sim- 
mous, Sanucl A. Smith, Wiliam R. Smith, Snodgra 
Soliers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alex 
ander H. Stephens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, 
John J. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Vail, + 
Vansant, Walbridge, Walker, Walley, Walsh, Warren, 
Israel Washbarn, Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, 
Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, and Zolli- 
coter, 


The SPEAKER announced that seventy-three | 


I 
i 


members, less than a quorum, had answered to ' 
their names. f 

Mr. KERR. I move that the House do now || 
adjourn, : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will | 
withdraw the motion, and let us adopt some | 
method by which we can get these biils out of 
committee. f 

Mr. KERR, Very well, will withdraw the | 
motion, if the gentleman thinks he can accomplish if 
anything by it. N 

Mr. HOUSTON. Inow ask the Chair whether 
it is not competent for the chairman of the Com R 
mittee of the Whole to so amend his report as to | 
report to the House the bills which he had been 4 
ordered so to report? I submit that when bills f 
have been laid aside by order of the Committee il 
of the Whole to be reported to the House, that it | 
is the duty of the chairman of the committee to i 
report them to the House. It is true that when 
the committee rose it had found itself without a 
quorum; but it is also true that these bills were 
ordered to be reported to the House when a quo- | 
rum of the committee was present. I ask, there- | 
fore, that the report of the chairman of the com- 
mittee may be so amended as to report the bills 
which have been ordered by the Committee of the 
' Whole to be reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the Committee of the Whole, when a quorum was 
present, ordered a variety of bills to be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that they do 
pass. The Chair decides that that report cannot 
be made under the present circumstances. The |! 
rule of the House is positive, that when the com- 
mittee finds itself without a quorum, the roll must |} 
be called, and the chairman must report the ab- || 
sentees to the House. That is the only report | 
that can be made. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the precise point to || 


i 

which | desire to call the Soeaker’s attention. Does ij 
li 

| 


I 


x 


the duty to make a certain report, destroy the or- (| 
der of the committee, which directs him to report |} 
these bills to the House? It is cumulative, to me |i 
a legal expression, and does not preclude the other, li 


| if it cannot be made now? 
‘made, and when? 


This is an additional report, which: -the rales re- 
quire if, on a call of.the-roll; no-quorum be found 
present. The other report is not thereby excluded 
because that was ordered by the committee when 
there was a quorum. : 


. The SPEAKER. The Chair will say, in reply; 


that it requires a quorum to do any business. No- 


quorum .was present in the committee, and that 
fact was reported to the House. -The rule: pre- 


| scribes that the chairman of a Committee of the 


Whole House, when it finds itself without a quo- 
rum, shall report that- fact to the House. The 
Chair has no doubt that when there was a quorum 


| a Committee of the Whole House did order cer- 


tain bills to be reported to the House; but it re- 
quires a quorum of the committee, as well as of 
the House, to do business. The report cannot be 
made, in the opinion of the Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There isa right 
way to do business, and it is within our power to 
doso. If gentlemen order a call of the Fouse, and 
bring absent members here, we can do business, 
and do it correctly. 

The SPEAKER. The decision of the Chair is 
based on the idea that a quorum is necessary for 
the discharge of any business in a Committee of 
the Whole House. 
ness can be done. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not want the Chair or 
anybody else, to be under the impression that I 
hold the opinion that either the Mouse itself or a 
Committee of the Whole can do business without 
a quorum. Alll asked was, that business already 
transacted in a Committee of the Whole House 
should be presented to the House. To do that no 
quorum is necessary. ‘The chairman does that. 
It is his own act, and he only does as he was or- 
dered to do by the committee when there was a 
quorum, i 

Mr. MeNAIR. How is this report to be made 
By whom is it to be 


The SPEAKER. By a call of the House, and 
the gentleman has a plain answer. 
Mr. SKELTON. Letusadjourn. This business 


can be done ina very few minutes on Monday. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If it goes over to 


; Monday it will not be touched at all in all proba- | 


bility. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I would inquire of the Chair 


whether, if the House now resolve itself into a | 
Committee of the Whole House, it would not be | 


competent to report to the House the bills acted on 


; to-day in committee? 


The SPEAKER. If by any test made, it is 


shown that a quorum is present, it is competent | 
for the House to go into a Committee of the | 
Whole House and do business; but without aquo- | 
i ram no business can be done. 


[Cries of let us have a call of the House !] 

Mr. JONES. 1 move that therebea call of the 
House. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. If the House 
now adjourn, in what condition shall we leave 


| these bills? 


The SPEAKER. In statu quo. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
adjourn, can the chairman of a Committee of the 


| Whole House report these bills to the House when 


a quorum may be present? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, un- 
less, indeed, the Elouse shall resolve itself intoa 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar. 

Mr. ROWE, I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. HENN. 
York wili withdraw the motion fora moment, in 
order to allow me to ask the Chair a question. 

Mr. ROWE, I will withdraw it. 

Mr. HENN. I wish to ask the Chair whether 
it will be in order on Monday to go into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and if so, if we can- 
not go right into the House again and act upon 
the bills reported by the committees? 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is already a motion 


pending to suspend the rules, which comes up on } 


next Monday, and which will take precedence of 
everything eise. 

Mr. SPEAKER. In answer to the gentleman 
from lowa, [Mr. Hewn,] the Chair will say, that 
there are various motions that may be made which 
will take precedence of the motion he suggests. It 
is competent for a majority of the House to set 
aside those various motions, and go into a Com- 


ifthe Elouse now ! 


I hope the gentleman from New |i 


| 

sade 
|| ‘The question recurred on Mr. Jowes’s motion for 
i 

{ 

| 


Private | 
endar; and when they-ħave done so, having ami 
jority, they may report their:action to'the House, 
but not- without a-majority.- According to:the-r 
port ofthe chairman, there'is no quorum prese 
that can do business, as there aré only seventy-ty: 
entlemen present. ear ee : 
. Mr. PHELPS. I desire-to;make a augzestion — 
| to the Chair. It seems to me that the labor that: 
has been performed. here: to-day will not be lost.’ 
On Monday, if there should. bea: desiré onthe: 
| part of the House, a resolution can -bevintroduced) 
j directing the chairman.of a Committee of the- 
Whole House to report the action of to-day up to, 
i the time that.the committee found itself without 
| a quorum. i He 
The SPEAKER. The. Chair again repeats 
that it is not competent for a Committee of. the 
| Whole House, or the House; to-do: business: 
| without a quorum. . It may be, and the Chair:has 
| no doubt such is the fact, that a majority being: 
present, the committee did order-various bills to 
be reported, But, finally, the: committee, was 
| found to bë without. a quorum, and, under a 
| special rule, the chairman of the committee was: 


mittee of the Whole House upon the. 


|! bound, even if there was a unahimous wish to the 
Without a quorum no busi- 


contrary, to report that fact to the House. That 
| fact is reported. Seventy-two members only ave 


|| present, and the Chair decides. that.“no. business 


ican be done when there is less than a quorum 
i present. It is competent for the House on Moni 
| day, or any other day, when they have a majority; 
j ifttbe their will, to reach the object, by going 
|, into a Committee of the Whole House, andre- 
porting their proceedings of to-day. ‘There can be 
i no difficulty about it, if gentlemen will only give 
their consent to this course. i 
Mr. HAVEN. I move that thie House: do 
now adjourn, for the purpose of taking. action 
| upon these bills on Monday. - po 
! Mr. McNAIR demanded tellers; which were 
| ordered ; and Messrs. McNair and AprLETON 
were appointed. : : i ? 
The question was taken; and the tellers re« 
ported—ayes 29, noes 43. ’ Sad 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


4 


a call of the House; which was agreed to, 
The roll was called, and the following members 
| failed to answer to their names: r 


Messrs, Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, David 
J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly,: Ball, Banks, Barksdale, 
p Barry, Bell, Bennett, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Boeock, 
| Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Campbell, 
' Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chase, ‘Chastain, Obris- 
» nan, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Colquitt, Cook, Cor- 

win, Cox, Cullom, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas 

Davis, Dawson, Dent, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Dis- 
li ney, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastinan, Eddy, Edinands, 
Edmundson, Thomas D. Blot, John M. Etiott, Rison, 
i, Etheridge, Everhart, Ewing, Farley, Penton; Flagler, 
Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode: Goodrich, 
Green, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Audrew J, Harlan, Sainp- 
son W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Darrison, Hastings, Hib- 
bard, Hiester, Will, Hillyer, Hunt, Tugersoll, Daniel T% 
Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Lamb, 
Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lindley, Lindsley, Lyon, MeDou- 
gall, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, May, Meacham, Middle- 
swarth, Morgan, Mturay, Noble, Norton, Olds, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Peckham, 
i; Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, 
li Ready, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Thomas 
j Ritchey, Rogers, Russell, Sage, Seward, Seymour, Shower, 
“Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. Sinith, William 

R. Smith, Soilers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 

ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, 
i John J. Taylor, Tracy, Tweed, Vail, Vansait; W&Sibridge, 
| Waiker, Walley, Walsh, Warren, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
| John Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, 
| Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer. 


Mr. KNOX. I move that the House do now 


| adjourn. : 

i| Mr. FLORENCE. On that motion I ask for 
| the yeas and nays. 

| The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

| The question was taken; and Mr. Knox’s mo- 
| tion was not agreed to. : 
Mr. MeMULLIN. I presume that there can 

| be no difficulty on Monday next of getting all 
! these bills on the Private Calendar, that have been 
ordered to be reported to the House passed. in 
that view, I move to dispense with the further call 
of the House, with the intention of moving to ad» 
| JoUrAL a 

| ; Mr. FLORENCE. Will it not require a twd- 
; third. vote to proceed to the consideration of the 
| Private Calendar on Monday? ai 
| The SPEAKER. It may not require a two- 
| third vote. There are various other matters that 


* 
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thay come up which would take precedence of 
‘the motion to .go intoa Committee of the Whole 
Plouse’ onthe Private: Calendar.” It willbe in: the 
ower of a majority of the House, however, on 
Monday to vote all other motions down, and re- 
solveto go- into a Committee of the. Whole on the 
Private Calendar. ; 
Mri JONES, of Tennessee... Cannot the House 
on'Monday-agree to.a motion to. discharge the 
committee from the further consideration of such 
of the bäls as have been ordered to be reported to 
‘the House? | i ; 
1: The SPEAKER. If not objected to, it can be 


done. = 
-Mr. JONES. And if it be objected to? 
The SPEAKER. If objected to, two thirds of 
the members present can order it. 
“Mr. JONES. Can order the committee to be 
discharged from the further consideration of these 
bills, and'to bring them into the House? 
The SPEAKER. No doubt of it. 
_ Mr. HOUSTON. But there is already a mo- 
tion pending to suspend the rules on Monday. 
Mr. JONES, . That will-not congume all the 


day. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is no foretelling how 
long it may take. 

Mr. FLORENCE, It may take all day. 

Mr. JONES. What is the motion to suspend 
the rules for? 

Mr. FLORENCE, For the purpose of con- 
sidering Mr. Cons’s suggestion about graduating 
the public lands, or some such thing. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Coss can withdraw that 
motion till this matter is disposed of. 

porie of “ Question !? ‘ Question !’’} 

he SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion submitted by the gentleman from Virginia, 
{[Mr. McMoxuiw,] to dispense with all further 
proceedings under the call. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. I would like, 
before voting on that motion, to ask a question 
from the Chair. 1 want myself to see these pri- 
vate bills passed, but before voting on the ques- 
tion to dispense with all further proceedings under 
the call, I want to know if a majority of the 
House can, on Monday next, proceed to the con- 
sideration of these bills ? 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. ‘They can do so if no 
objection be made. 

r. WASHBURNE. Of course they can; 
but I want to know whether they can do so even 
though objection be made? l want to know 
whether it is within the control of a majority of 
the House? y 

The SPEAKER. If the gentlemen will allow 
the Chair, he will state that there is a motion 
pending to suspend the rules, holding over from 

onday last, and that will be the first business in 
order next Monday. 

Mr. COBB. I made the motion to suspend the 
rules, to which the Speaker has referred, and it 
necessarily comes up next Monday as the first 
business in order, { would inquire of the Chair 
if it would be competent for me to waive the right 


> then-—— 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) By unani- 
mous consent only. 

Mr. COBB. T will be perfectly willing to with-, 
draw the motion on Monday until the House has 
taken action upon these bills, if it is competent to 
do so,’and I donot thereby lose my right to have 
it considered afterwards. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama will have no control over his motion except 
to withdraw it, or to have a vote of the House 
upon it. It will be competent for the House after 
disposing of that, and some other questions which 
may arise taking precedence of the motion, to go | 
into a Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar; and they can go into the Committee of 
the Whole House by a majority vote. 

Mr. McNAIR. Can that report be ordered to 
be made by a majority? 

_ The SPEAKER, There is no doubt about it, 
if there is a majority of the House present; if not 
they cannot, 

Mr. HUGHES. There are seventy gentlemen | 
here, which isa sufficient guarantee, that a fall | 
House will come to a sensible conclusion, in re- 
gard to these private bills, without asking gentle- 
men to remain here now to pass them. Trusting 


or 


“gentleman from Virginia. 


tion. : 
L Mr. FLORENCE. I would say to the House 


ter? 
- The SPEAKER. It is not 


and relying entirely upon the good sense of the 
House, I shall vote for the proposition of the 


I hope the House will 
carry it out and now adjourn, Emake that mo- 


that messengers have been sent out to the resi- 
dences of different members, and without doubt, 
we will, in a few moments, have a quorum here. 

The question was.put on the motion to adjourn, 
and twenty-eight members only voted in favor 
thereof. 

So the House refused to adjourn 

Mr. HENN. Is it in order to debate this mat- 


Mr. HENN. 1 hope the House will not ex- 
cuse any one who is brought in. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the absentees. 
for the purpose of enabling excuses to be offered. 

James C. Aten. No excuse offered. 

Wiis Aruen. No excuse offered. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. i would like to in- | 
quire of the Chair if there is any specific fine im- 
posed upon gentlemen who are absent? 

The SPEAKER. That is a matter to be de- 
termined by the House itself. It is not regulated 
by any existing law. - 

WILLIAM S. ASHE. 

Davin J. BAILEY. 

Tuomas H. BAYLY. 

Epwarp BALL. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to say, in 
behalf of my colleague, that he is sick. 1 move 
he be excused. 

[Cries of ** No!” * No!”] 

Mr. TAYLOR. He is sick, and if he is not! 
excused | shall vote against excusing any oneelse. | 

The motion was agreed to. 

NATHANIEL P. Banks. No excuse offered. 

Wiiuiam Barxspare.’ No excuse offered. 

Wiiiiam S. Barry. No excuse offered. 

P. H. Berr. No excuse offered. 

Henny Bennett. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas H. Benron. No excuse offered. 

Wirriam H. BISSELL. 

Mr, FLORENCE., Every one knows that Mr. | 
BısseLL has been sick for a long time. I move 
that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Grorce Buss. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas S. Bocock. No excuse offered. 

Wiruiam W. Boyce. No excuse offered. 

Joun C. Brecxinemece. No excuse offered. 

Samur A. Brinces. No excuse offered. 

Preston S. Brooks. 

Mr. McQUEEN. My colleague, Mr. Brooks, | 
left the city some two dayssince, with his mother, 
fora short tour. Fle is expected back by Mon- 
day, at latest. 1 move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Rogert M. Buea. No excuse offered. 

Lewis D. Camesetn. No excuse offered. 

Davis Carpenter. No excuse offered. 

Samuex Carurugrs. No excuse offered. 

Josrrn R. Cuannurr. No excuse offered. 

Grorce W. Cuase. No excuse offered. 

Ernan W. Cnastain. No excuse offered. 

James S. Curisman. No excuse offered. 

WiLLram M. Cuurcuwexi. No excuse offered. | 

Samuex Crarx. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas L. Cineman. No excuse offered. 

Aurrep H. Coreuirr. No excuse offered. 

Jonn P. Coor. * No excuse offered. 

Moses B. Corwin. No excuse offered. 

Leanper M. Cox. No excuse offered. 

Wirsiam Cuttom. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas W. Cummine. No excuse offered. 

Caruron B. Corris. No excuse offered. 

Francis B. Currine. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas Davis. No excuse offered. 

Joun L, Dawson. No excuse offered. 

Wikram B. W. Dent. No excuse offered. 

ALEXANDER De Witr. No excuse offered. 

Joun Dick. No excuse offered. 

Epwarp Dicninson. No excuse offered. | 

Davin T. Diswey. No excuse offered. l 

Aveustus DRUM. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. Drum left the city some 
two weeks ago, and has not yet returned. I move 
that he-be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I move that Mr. Dent 
be excused. He has been unwell-—— 


No excuse offered. 
No excuse offered. 
No excuse offered. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- | 
gia (Mr. Dant} isin his seat. [Great laughter.] 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. J withdraw the mo- 
tion. ge. 3 

WILLIAM DUNBAR. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. f presume the 
House is well aware that Mr. Dunsar has been 
sick for several weeks. I move that he be ex- 
cused. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

Cyrus L. Dunnam. No excuse offered. 

Bex C. Eastman. No excuse offered. 

Norman Eppy. No excuse offered. 

J. Wiery Evmanns..: No excuse offered. 
| Henry A. Epmunpson. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas D. Exior. No excuse offered. j 

Joun M. Exviorr. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Exxiorr has been very 
unwell for the last two days. l saw him last even- 
ing, and he complained very much. He cannot 
be present. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can bear testi- 
mony to the fact that Mr. Exuiorr is unable to 
be present on account of severe illness, 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move thathe be excused. 

Fhe motion was agreed to. 

Anprew Exiison. No excuse offered. 

Emerson ETHERIDGE. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. I presume that 
the House is generally aware of the affliction 
which has called my colleague from this city to 
his home; and I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I move that my col- 
league, Mr. Dunnam, be excused. If he is not 
sick now, | presume that he expects to be. 
{Laughter.] That isas good an excuse as has 
been offered yet. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 


I| to excuse Mr. Dunnam. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. For thesame reason 


‘| I move that my other colleague, Mr. Enpy, .be 


excused. 

Mr. HOUSTON. For what reason? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. For the reason that 
if he is not sick he expects to be. [Laughter.] 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to excuse Mr. Eppy. 

Witiiam Evernart. No excuse offered. 

Preserv Ewine. No excuse offered. 

E. Wiper Farrer. No excuse offered. 

Reveen E. Fenron. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas T. FLAGLER. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move that Mr. FLAGLER 
be excused. He left the Hall to-day on account 
of ill health. 5 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Irise to a privileged ques- 
tion. The rule requires the doors to be closed, but 
not the windows. It is avery warm day, and yet 
not only the doors but the windows are all closed. 
I trust the Speaker will order the Doorkeeper to 
open the windows, so that we may have some air. 

TheSPEAKER. The Doorkeeper will consult 
the comfort of members so far as he can under 
the rules. 

Tuomas J. D. Futter. No excuse offered. 

James GamBie. No excuse offered. 

Josuva R. Gippines. No excuse offered. 

WiLLiaM O. Goong. No excuse offered. 

Joun L. Goopricn. No excuse offered. 

Freperick W. Green. No excuse offered. 

Ben Eywarps Grey. No excuse offered. 

Gartusna A. Grow. No excuse offered. 

Wiriram T. HAMILTON. 

Mr. HENN. | move that Mr. Hammron be 
excused. He is at home, in Maryland, very sick. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Anprew J. HARLAN. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leaveto state 
that he saw Mr. Harran yesterday evening, and 
that he was quite unwell. In the opinion of the 
Chair he ought to be excused. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Sampson W. Harris. 

Mr. DOWDELL. Mr. Harnis has been sick 


|| for two or three weeks, and has not been in the 


House for two or three days. It is my opin- 


ion that he is absent on account of sickness. I 


move that he be excused. : 
The motion was agreed to, 
Wiuer P. Harris. No excuse offered. 
Jous Scorr Harrison. No excuse offered. 
Georce Hasrinas. 


Mr. HUGHES. My colleague is out of the 
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city. He left some days ago, but I think not on 
account of sickness. I belive he has gone to visit 
his alma mater. 1 move that he be excused. | 
The motion was not agreed to. | 
Harry Hissarp. No excuse offered. ! 

_ Isaac E. Hresrer. i 
Mr. RUSSELLa I move that Mr. Hiesrer be | 
excused, as he is absent attending at the sick bed | 
of his mother. ` i 
The motion was agreed to. : 
Crement S. Hitt. No excuse offered. ii 
Mr. GREENWOOD. I move that all further | 
proceedings under the call be dispensed with; | 
am satisfied that no good result is to grow out of: 
this call. We are pressed with heat, as the doors || 
and windows are closed. I hope the House will 
agree to my motion. : 
‘The question wastaken;and, upon division, there || 
were-—ayes 24, noes not counted. ; 
So the House refused to suspend all further pro- į 
ceedings under the call. | 
Junius HiLuyer. No excuse offered. f 
Turopore G. Hunr. No excuse offered. i 
Couw M.Incursott. No excuse offered. j 
Danir T. Jongs. No excuse offered. i 
J. Guancy Jones. No excuse offered. H 
Lawrence M. Kuirr. No excuse offered. | 

Zepexian KipoweLL. No excuse offered. 

_  Gworce W. Kirrrence. No excuse offered. 
w ALrreo W. Lams. 
= Mr. ROBBINS. Imove that Mr. Lams be ex- | 
cused, as he has been unwell nearly the whole of 
the session. | 
i 
J 


The motion was not agreed to. 

James H. Lane. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. My colleague, Mr. |! 
Lanz, is detained at home on account of sickness 
in his family, beyond all doubt. J move, there- |, 
fore, that he be excused. j 

Me: HENDRICKS. He is quite unwell him- ʻi 
seit, n 

The motion was agreed to. 

MiLroN S. LATHAM. i 

Mr. DOWDELL. Mr. Laruam informed me | 
yesterday that he was afflicted with chills and | 
fever and I presume that he is now absent on ac- į 
count of ill health. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 4 

Joux Letcuer. No excuse offered. 

James J. Linney. No excuse offered. 

Wri D. Linpsiter. No excuse offered. 

Cares Lyon. ; 

Mr. HUGHES. Mr. Lyon has not been in at- i 

| 


tendance here for many weeks ; and I have under- | 
stood that he was sick at home. I trust he will 


be excused. i 
The motion was agreed to. | 


No excuse offered. | 


James A. McDovcarr. | 
i 


Danir Mace. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
league [Mr. Mace] be excused, for the reason | 
that, for a number of days past—more than a 
week, indeed—two of his children have been sick. 
Although their health is improving, yet, in con- į 
sequence of the fatigue which his wife has suffered ! 
incident to their sickness, Major Mace has been 
kept at home every minute of time when his duty 


I move that my col- is 
| 


did not imperatively require him to be here. I 
move, therefore, that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Ornsamus B. MATTESON. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. Mr, Mart- | 
reson has been sick last night and to-day. I|! 


move that he be excused. 

A Memser. What is the matter with him.? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. He was taken sick last | 
night, and is confined to the house to-day. 

The motion was agreed to. 

James Maurice. No excuse offered. 

Henry May. No excuse offered. 

James MEACHAM. 

Mr. SABIN. Mr. Meacnam has been sick for 
several weeks. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Ner Mippieswarrn. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Mippieswarrs left | 
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town last night, or this morning, on important 
business. 1 move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Epwiy B. Morean. No excuse offered. 

Wiriiuam Murray. No excuse offered. 

Davin A. Nosie. No excuse offered. 

Jesse O. Norton. No excuse offered. 

Epson B. Orps. No excuse offered. 

Anprew Ouiver. No excuse offered. 

Monpecai OLIVER. 

Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. My colleague 
was quite unwell in the early part of the week, 
and I have no doubt he is unable to sit through 
the session without- danger of the return of his 
disease. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

James L. Orr. No excuse offered, 

Samve. W. Parker., No excuse offered. 

Jarep V. Pecx. No excuse offered. 

Rourus W. Pecxnam. No excuse offered. 

Bisuor Penxins. No excuse offered. 

Joun Perkins. No excuse offered. 

Puur Paiturs. No excuse offered. 

Pautus Powerit. No excuse offered. 

James T. Prarr. No excuse offered. 

Cuarues Reavy. No excuse offered. 

Davin R. Reese. Excused. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If everybody is 
to be excused, there is no use in calling the roll; 
and [ therefore move that all further proceedings 
in the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Wiirram A. RICHARDSON. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 


|| my colleague be excused, as he has been confined 


to the house several days by sickness. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I wish to inquire 


‘lof the Chair if gentlemen present themselves in 


the gallery and are excused, whether it relieves 
them from attendance upon the House °, 

The SPEAKER. Certainly it does. 

Mr. JONES. Then I trust the House will 
not excuse them. 

Georer Reap Riwpie. No excuse offered. 

Davin Rircuie. No excuse offered. 

Tromas Rircuey. No excuse offered. 

Sicw H. Rocers. j 

Mr. SHAW. {| move that my colleague be 


i| excused. I know he has been in very poor health 
li for some time past, and I also know that Mrs. 


Rogers was very much indisposed a few days 
since. i have no doubt he is absent on account 
of ill health. 

The motion was agreed to. . 

Samue. L. Russert. No excuse offered. 

Russevy Sacer. 


Mr. ROWE. 


portant business, and he is expected back every |; 


day. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

James L. SEWARD. 

Mr. SAPP. | move thagentleman be excused. 
He is sick. He has been unwell for a number of 
days. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Oricen S. Seymour. No excuse offered. 

Jacos Suower. No excuse offered. 

Grorcre Å. Simmons. No excuse offered. 

Orno R. SincLeron. No excuse offered. 

CHARLES SKELTON. 

Mr. STRATTON. My colleague has been in 
ill health almost the entire session, and I move 


‘| that he be excused. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Sxenron has been here 
to-day, and went off when we commenced calling 


‘| the roll. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman was 


The motion was not agreed to. 

Hesror L. Stevens. No excuse offered. 
Curistray M. Straus. No excuse offered. 
Joun J. TAYLOR. 

Mr. LILLY. I am requested by Mr. TAYLOR, 
who is in the gallery, to say that, in the condition 
of his health, he thought it very improper to re- 


I move that my colleague be ex- į! 
cused. He went home a few days ago upon im- | 
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main here, and he therefore went home 
ter, and-cries of ‘* Order! °] 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
i Lor willbe excused. e have set the precedent 
| in the case: of the gentleman from’ Georgia, [Mr. 
| Rexse,} and I think every man who makes his 
|, appearance in the gallery should be excused, 1 
| make that motion. : i 

The motion was not agreed to. i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. : T move that: the 
| Doorkeeper be instructed to admit the gentlemen 
| who are in attendance outside. The only object 
| of the call is to secure a quorum, and T-hope they 
H will be admitted. 

Mr. McNAIR. I submit that the motion of 
i the gentleman is not in order. Ai 
|! The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that, ag 
‘connected with the call of the House, it is<in 


ae 


i! order to make such a motion. 


[Lai 
Vhope Mr. Tay- 


The question was taken; and Mr. Jowzs’s.mo- 
tion was agreed to. : : 
| The members in attendance were accordingly 
| admitted. eae A : 
! The call then proceeded. 
| Awnprew Tracy. È 
: Mr. SABIN. Mr. Tracy is sick, and utterly 
unable to behere. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

Wirus M. Tween. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 1 move that 
| Mr. Tween be excused. He has been suffering 
i from indisposition for some days. He has been 
in his seat occasionally, but } presume he is un- 
| able to be here to-day. l 
The motion was agreed to, f 
Grorce Vain. No excuse offered. ` 
Josnuva Vansant. No excuse offered. 

Hinam Waxpripce. No excuse offered. 
Wiiuiuam A. Waker, No excuse offered. . 
Samver H. Wauiey. No excuse‘offered.” 
Mise Wausn. Wo excuse offered. 

Evwarp A. Warren. 

| Mr. GREENWOOD. I move that my col- 
| league be excused. He was called home by sick- 
| ness in his family. I have heard from him lately, 
and he says that the sickness in his family still 
| continues. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IsrarL Wasnsurn. No excuse offered. 
Danie, WELLS. 

! Mr. EASTMAN. I move that my colleague 
l be excused. He was unwell; and not thinking 
that we would sit so late, started. off to Piney 
Point to get some fresh air. : 

The motion was not agreed to. ; 
|! Jonn Wenrwortn. No excuse offered. 

Joun Wueezen. ` No excuse offered. 

Daxi B. Wricur. No excuse offered. 

Henprick B. W reut, a 

Mr. TROUT. My colleague has been unwell 

for the last two or three days." ; 
i Mr. PRELPS. He is at the door. Although 
i unwell, he came up to the Housein order to make 
iaquorum. I move that he be admitted. 
il The SPEAKER. Under the order of ‘the 
ii House he has the right to come in. 
; Ricwarp Yates. : i 
O Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
| my colleague be excused. Heis unwell, and not 
$ 


H . 
Í 
H 
f 


ij able to be here. 
The motion was agreed to. g 
No excuse offered. 


l! answered to their names. As the House is aware, 


| quite ; 
| permission. n 
| the Chair will ascertain whether a quorum be 
present. 
| [Cries of “ Agreed !”"} i 
The SPEAKER, (after counting the members 
| present.) There are ninety-one members pres- 
ent, and it is now for the House.to determine 
what order it will take in the maiter. peas 
Mr. FAULKNER. [sitin order tomove that 
we take a recess until eight o’clock this evening? 
The SPEAKER. That motion can only be 
i entertained by unanimous consent. 
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Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.. I object to it’ And 
t move that all further proceedings under the call 
be dispensed with. ; 

‘Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I move, and I 
think the motion will have precedence, that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms be ordered to bring the absent | 
members to the bar of the Fouse. 

-The SPEAKER. The motion first. made is 
first in order. : | 
_ {Here a message was received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by Syoney WEBSTER, 
Esq., his Private Secretary, notifying the House | 
tha the had approved and signed bilis of the follow- 
ing titles; 

A bil to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the 
construction of a railroad therein; and 

An act to establish the offices of surveyor gen- |} 
eral of New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska, to 

«grant donations to actual settlers therein, and fo 
other purposes. } ` 

{A message was also received from the Senate, 
by Aspory Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, in- 
forming the House that the Senate had passed, 
without amendment, bills of the House of the fol- 
lowing titles: 

An-act to create and provide a pension for | 
David Towle; 

An act making appropriations to defray the ex- 
penses of the Cayuse war; i 

An act to increase the salaries of the executive 
and judicial officers in Oregon, New Mexico 
Washington, Utah, and Minnesota; and a 

An act for the relief of Pamela Brown, the 
widow of Major General Jacob Brown, late of the 
United States Army, deceased. 

Also, that the Senate have passed bilis of the | 
following titles: 

An act to provide for the payment of such ered- | 
itors of the late Republic of Texas as are com- ; 
a in the act of Congress of September 9, | 
1 ; i 

An act for the relief of Magdelena Van Ness, | 
widow of Cornelius Van Ness, deceased; and 

An act making a grant of land to the State of! 
Iowa in alternate sections, to aid in the construc- 
tion of certain railroads in said State. 

In which he was directed to ask the concur- 

rence of the FIouse. ] 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia? I move that the 

House do now adjourn. 
The question was taken; and, upon a division, 
there were-—ayes 32, noces not counted, i 

So the House refused to adjourn. | 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to make a motion, in ij 
all candor, to the House: and that is, that the | 
House excuse me from further attendance to-day. |) 

A Memuen. For what reason? | 

Mr. HAVEN. Because Iam fatigued and tired | 
out. | 

The question was taken; and the motion was | 
agreed to, ! 

So. Mr. Haven was excused. i 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I move that the Ser- |: 
eant-at-Arms be sent for the absentees, l 

Mr. FLORENCE. [rise toa point of order: |: 
whether less than a majority of the Fouse can | 
excuse a member from attendance? 
The SPEAKER, 


| 


dilemmas 
iness transacted in Committee of the W hole House 
should be reported to the House, and there acted 
upon. We areali anxious that nothing should be 
lost by the time that has been spent in committee 
to-day. {again state, there is no doubt that the 
good sense of the House on Monday will put us 
m a condition where we can act upon the business 
which has transpired. in committee to-day. 1 
trust that we will now adjourn, leaving it to the 
good sense of the House on Monday to ae upon 
this business. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is this debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move, then, that we adjourn. 

The question was taken; and, upon a division, 
there were—ayes 39, noes 43. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Ager- 


|| cromnre,] that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to 


hunt up, take into custody, and bring before the 
bar, the absent members. {Laughter,] 

Mr. CRAIGE. If that motion is debatable, I 
want to oppose it. 

The SPEAKER. Itis not debatable, accord- 
ing the practice of the House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. {appeal to the gentleman 
from Alabama to withdraw his motion. He is 
not, perhaps, aware of the fact, that if bis motion 
were agreed to, it would subject those gentlemen 
who are absent to inconvenience, and to a fine to 
be imposed by the House. 

Several Memsers. That is the thing we want. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to oppose the motion 
of the gentleman from Alabama. 

[Cries of ** Order !"? «* Order !??] 

The SPEAKER. Toa very limited extent the 
Chair thinks that the motion of the gendeman 
from Alabama is debatable. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE, 
tion. 

Several Memuens, I renew it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The object of all of us is 
not to go through with a call of the House if we 
can geta quorum. But we have been almost this 
entire session of Congress struggling to get a quo- 
rum here to do business. Now, as several mem- 
bers have come into the Hall since the Chair 


|| counted the House, I ask the Speaker would it 


not be competent for him to ascertain whether 
there is a quorum present, so as to enable us to 
transact busines? Several gentlemen have come 
in since. 

TheSPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the House 
that the Chair ascertain whether there is a quorum 
present? : 

(Cries of “Yes!” Yes! ”?] 


After a count, the Speaker announced that there | 


were eighty-four members in their seats. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. T trust there will be 
no farther obstacle interposed to the continuance 
of this cail till weshall have got a quorum. I hope 
the Sergeant-at-Arms wy be dispatched to bring 
in the absent members. 


` P oe eee Be a i + 
We'aréall of usus anxious that the bus- | 


i withdraw my mo- i! 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, I wish to say that | alter having given permission to another portion | 
this same miserable | 


Mr. Rircnts, of Ohio, was unwell, and has been ‘i tocomein? We attempted 
in his bed from ten o’clocis in the morning till four || farce once before, at the commencement of the 
o’clock this afternoon. 


him, and he got out of his bed, and is now here. i to bring in the absentees; and gentiemen who 


i move that he be excused from further attendance, | acted in good faith, and were compeiied to vote | 
‘against excusing absentees, afterwards saw tbe |; 


The motion was agreed to. : 
The SPEAKER. The Chair asks pardon of © doors thrown open, aud members allowed to come 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Anercrom- ijin without question, ldo not believe this is fair 
gre;} but another motion was submitted by the. or just. 
gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Cuampercaiy,} |) Mr. MeMULLIN. 
that all further proceedings under the call be dis- | put a stop to this call. 
pensed with. Mr. WASHBURNE, of Miinois. 
Mr. KNOX demanded the yeas and nays. ussion in order? 
Only thirteen gentlemen rising in the affirmative, | The SPEAKER. Discussion is in order, if 
they were not ordered, i; gentlemen confine themselves to the question pend- 
The question was then taken; and, upon a di- | ing, which is as to the propriety of sending the 
vision, there were—ayes twenty-eight—noes not || Sergeant-at-Arms for members. z 
counted, | Mr. McMULLIN. There were only some 
So the motion was disagreed to. ' seventy members present when the House was 
Mr. HUGHES. Idesire to make this sugges- counted. Since that time some ten or twelve 


tion. It seems that we have placed ourselves in a || members have come in 


Lappeal to gentlemen to 


Is this dis 


A messenger was sentfor || session. We then dispatched theSergeant-at-Arms | 


A Vote. Twenty. - . 

Mr. McMULLIN. Some fifteen or twenty 
members have come in since then. _ 

Mr. TAYLOR. Well, I propose that we hear 
| their excuses. : 
‘| Mr. CRAIGE. If we were to send the Ser- 
| geant-at-Arms after those now absent, having al- 
lowed some twenty members to come in, I think 
i it would be acting discourteously towards these 
| absentees. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I rise to a question of 
order. Js this matter debatable? 

i TheSPEAKER. It is in order so far as the 
į gentleman has gone? 

ii Mr. CRAIGE. I think it advisable that we 
|) should pass these private bills, And if there be a 
i majority of the House on Monday willing to pass 
ii them, we can pass them without any difficulty. 

' Mr.McMULLIN. I again appeal to the House 
| to dispense with all further proceedings in the call, 
| and | move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was put; and there being, on a 
{ 


division of the question—ayes.40, noes 40, 

i Mr, FAULIKNER demanded the yeas and 
li nays. : 

|| The yeas and nays were ordered. 

ji ‘The question was then taken;:and it was de- 
|| cided in the affirmative—yeas 54, nays 34; as fol- 
‘| lows: g 3 


ji YEAS-—Messrs. Abercromhie, Barksdale, Barry, Ben- 
i son, Bridges, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, Chamberlain, 


| Craige, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dent, Dowdell, 


| Eastman, Fenton, Goodrich, Greenwood, Hendricks, Henn, 
t Howe, Hughes, Hunt, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
l Kerr, Knox, McCulloch, MeMullin, McQueen, John G. 
i Miller, Morrison, Mordecai Oliver, Powell, Preston, Pur- 
i vear, Reese, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, Sahin, Shannon, 
| Shaw, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, William Sinith, George W. 
|| Smyth, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston 
i} Wade, Elihu B. Washburve, Tappan Wentworth, and” 
i Witte—54. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Belcher, Chrisman, 
Cobb, Crocker, Edgerton, English, Faulkner, Florence, 
H Aaron Harlan, Johnson, Kurtz, Lilly, McNair, Macy, Max- 
ij well, Mayall, Smith Miller, Millson, Nichols, Packer, Pen- 
| nington, Phelps, Pringle, Rufin, Russell, Sapp, Stratton, 
David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Upham, and Hendrick 
B. Wright—34. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly (at thirty-five minutes past six) ad- 


journed until Monday next. 


i IN SENATE. 
Monpar, July 24, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry SLICER. 
The Journal of Saturday was read‘and appsoved. 


ATMOSPHERIC TELEGRAPH. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr, 
|; Rock wsx1 to fill the vacancy in the committee on 
| the memorial of [thielS. Richardson, in reference 
| to his plan for an atmospheric telegraph, occa- 
| sioned by the resignation of Mr. Evrrerr, 


PENAL CODES OF EUROPE. 


Mr. ALLEN. 1 wish to propose to the Senate 
' to print an extra number of Senate Document, 
| No, 68. It is a very important document not 
| only for the use of the Senate, but for the public 
H atlarge. Itisa communication from Mr. Sanford, 
|i late chargé d’affaires at Paris, giving information 

as to the penal codes of Europe. 

The PRESIDENT. What number of extra 
copies does the Senator propose? 

Mr. ALLEN. I believe each Senator now has 
one, Each should certainly have six or eight; 
i; and therefore six hundred copies seems to me to be 
small enough. The type is now in form, and 
i‘ hence the additional cost will be merely the ex- 
pense of press-work and paper. 

Mr. CASS. This isa very important document 
‘which has been collected with a great deal of 
‘| labor and research, containing the penal codes of 
i: Europe, together with the peculiar administration 
‘of France. It contains information which cannot 
be got otherwise. It will be money well applied 
for the public use to appropriate a sam for this 
printing. But I do not think the number moved 
by the honorable Senator is sufficient. I do not 
think we can better dispose of the public funds, 
| than to expend a small amount for the distribution 
`: of this information among the people. 

i Mr. JONES, of lowa. Why not make it five 
n thousand ? 

Mr. ALLEN. I have no objection .to that. 

The type is now in form and it will not cost much. 
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Mr. DOUGLAS. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, to make it five thousand. 
After we have gone to the expense of composition, 
the extra press-work and paper will amount to 
very little. oe 

Mr. ALLEN. ThenI movethat five thousand 
eopies be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MR. PETTIT’S REMARKS ON MR. BENTON S 


LETTER. 

Mr.PETTIT, Mr. President, I ask the indul- 
gence of the Senate to allow me a few minutes to 
reply to a letter which has been in circulation in 
the papers. . I hope there will be no objection. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection 
the Senator will proceed. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. PETTIT. „Mr. President, I ask the in- 
dulgence and attention of Senators for a few mo- 
ments, while I call to their notice a most remark 
able letter, which is going the rounds of the 
newspapers. It is as follows: 

WASHINGTON, Saturday, June 17, 1854. 

Sir: Your letter hasjust been received, infonning me 
that Mr. Pertit,in a public speech in your town, stated 
thatT was the first man to break the Missouri compromise 
—that I had a law passed by Congress, annexing to the 
State a large territory, &c. 
liar anda dirty dog, tatsifying public history for a crim 
purpose. 
lated in annexing the Platte country. Both parties to the 
‘compromise agreed to it, the free States being unanimous. 
There were not even yeas and nays upon it. 
eral Assembly of Missouri requested it. 
members personally and. individually for their consent, 
which they gave; and without their consent no movement 
was made, or would have been made. The journals prove 
this. ‘bere is a full account of it in my “Thirty Years 
View,” in the chapter headed “ Extension of the Missouri 
Boundary??——also.in my Jate Nebraska speech itis briefly 
alluded to, and that is probably all that the dirty dog knew 
about it, and which he falsified to answer his criminal pur- 
poses. Isend you some of my Nebraska speeches and T 
hope you will find the chapter in the “ Thirty Years,” and 
sce that this change in the line was asked as a boon from 
the northern States, and by mem granted iu a spiritof kind- 
ness, and in a way to prove that they would not suffer anti- 
slavery feelings to prevent them from doing an act of great 
favor to the 
was thankful at the time, and Fam still. Mr. Perrier must 
feel that bis cause is villainous when he can thus stand up 
before his constituents to falsify public history, and to jus- 
tify his own violation of the Missouri compromise, by tell- 


ing a lje upon me. 
Repeetfully, THOMAS H. BENTON. 


James Howe, Esq., Lafayette, Indiana, 


This letter is as ridiculous as it is strange—as 
absurd as it is low, coarse, and vulgar. If Mr. 
Benron can make any one believe that I ama 
liar, he will have done that which no one who in- 
timately knows me does, can, or will believe. I 
have always sought after and endeavored to speak 
the truth in all things. Ilove her name, cherish 
her form, and adore her substance, and I would 
not willingly pervert or pollute either. He who 
is devoid of sincerity and truth, is without the 


al 


Sir, your Senator is a great | 


The Missouri compromise line was not vio- j 


The Gen- | 
We appljiedto the | 


tate of Missouri, and for which all Missouri | 


necessary helm to guide him safely over the dan- | 


gerous sea of life, and will inevitably become a 
prey to counter winds and currents, and must 
strand upon its shoals or wreck upon its rocks. 

Mr. President, if 1 do not establish, beyond a 
cavil, that.Colonel Benron is a wicked and ma- 
licicus falsifier of truth, oran imbecile and dotard, 
1 will, in all future time, submit to the epithets he 
has applied to me. 

Qn the 12th of June last I was at home, La- 


fayette, Indiana, and made a speech to a large | 


collection of my immediate constituents and neigh- 
bors. The speech turned principally upon the 
Kansas and Nebraska act, and the Missouri com- 
promise. | showed that the act of 1820 was not 
the real compromise or terms upon which Mis- 
souri came into the Union; but that it was Mr. 
Clay’s resolution, a year afterwards, that was 
entitled to that honor or appellation. I showed 
that the act of 1820 was not a compromise or com- 
pact in the sense in which its friends contended 
for it; but that it was a mere act of Congress, sub- 
ject, as any other act, to repeal by the present or 
any other Congress, as, in their judgment, expe- 
diency should justify or require. 


Benron’s speech of April 25, 1854, in the | 


House of Representatives, had been largely circu 


lated and was much appealed to then; and those | 
who heretofore had been heard a thousand times | 


to say that he was a thief of money stolen in 
North Carolina, and secreted in his cravat, and 
that he had, under the pretense of an honorable 
duel, committed a cold-blooded murder, that of 


Í eommunic ited to this Government, and is now on file in |; 


|! tended over free territory since the organization of 


crimes known to the black catalogue of intamy,” 
were now the loudest and most boisterous in 

singing his praise and referring to his speech. | 
To show that Mr. Benton was not reliable, and 

that he could not safely be followed, and that the | 
act of 1820 was nota sacred compact that could ! 
not be altered, changed or violated, I said that | 
Colonel Benrow had, in 1836, sixteen years after | 
its passage, procured the passage of another act 
of Congress changing, altering, repealing, abro- 
gating and violating, pro tanto, the act of 1820, 
called the Missouri compromise, and I read the | 
following act and proclamation: | 


An act to extend the western boundary of the State of | 
Missouri to the Missouri river. | 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, | 
That when the Indian tide to all the lands lying between | 
the State of Missouri and the Missouri river shall be ex- 
tinguished, the jurisdiction over said lands shall be hereb: 
ceded to the State of Missouri, and the western boundar. 
of said State shal] be then extended to the Missouri river, | 
reserving to the United States the original right of soil in j 
said lands, and of disposing of the same: Provided, That 
this act shall not take effect until the President shall, by 
prociamatioa, declare that the Indian tide to said lands has 
been extinguished, nor shall it take effect until the State of 
Missouri shail bave assented to the provisions of this act. 
Approved June 7, (836, | 
{ United States Statutes, vol. 5, p. 32.) 


Proclamation issued by the President of the | 
United States, under the act of June 7, 1836: | 


By the President of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, by an act of Congress of the 7th of June, 1836, 
it was enacted that when the Indian title to all the lands 
lying between the State of Missonri and the Missouri river || 
should be extinguished, the jurisdiction over said land i 
should be ceded by the said aet to the State of Missouri, 
and the western boundary of said State should be then ex- 
tended to the Missouri river, reserving to the United States | 
the original right of soil in said lands, and of disposing of 
the same; and whereas, it was in and by the said act pro- 
vided that the same should uot take effeet until the Pres- 
ident shoule, by proclamation, declare that the Indian tide | 
to said lands had been extinguished, nor until the State of 
Missouri should have assented to the provisions of the said | 
act. And whereas, an act was passed by the General As- } 
sembly of the State of Missouri, on the I6th of December, 
1836, expressing the assent of the said State to the provis- 
ions of the said act of Congress, a copy of whieh act of the 
General Assembly, daty authenticated, has been officially i 


a 


the Department of State: 

Now, therefore, F, Martin Van Buren, President of the 
United States of America, do, by thig my proclamation, 
declare and make known, that the Indian title to all the 
said lands lying between the State of Missouri and the Mis- 
souri river, has been extinguished, and that the said act of 
Congress of the 71h June, 138, takes effect from the date 
hereof. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, this 
28th day of March, A. D. 1837, and of theefndependence 
of the United States of America the sixty-first. 

MARTIN VAN BUREN, 


By the President: 
Jons Forsytn, Secretary of State, 

(United States Statutes, vol. 5, Appendix. ) | 

This was so plain a contradiction of his present | 
course and late speech that it was a damper on his 
new friends and admirers; and one of them, Mr. 
James Horn, who was, and still is, a Whig, not | 
knowing the history of ghis matter, wrote to Ben- 
TON for light, and to know, I suppose, if he could | 
not make someapology forthisglaring aud absurd | 
inconsistency. Benton, goaded and maddened at | 
having his tergiversations and contradictory course | 
and actions thus brought to light, and he exposed || 
to the gaze and scorn of all honest and intelligent | 
men, wrote the above letter, which would not be | 
creditable to a lunatic in an asylum or the guiltiest 
felon in a penitentiary. 

It will be seen that he admits in this letter all [| 
charged him with; that is, he procured the passage į 
of the first act that violated, changed, or repealed 
the act of 1820, by taking a partof this free terri- 
tory and making it slave by act of Congress in 
adding it to the State of Missouri, whose consti- |) 
tution established and protected slavery, thus ere- | 
ating slavery in territory Jarger than two of the | 
small States, by act of Congress. Jt did not leave 
it to the people as the Kansas and Nebraska act 
does, but forced slavery upon them by law. This 
is the only instance where slavery has been ex- 


this Government; and this was Gone by act of 
Congress procured by Colonel Benton, and not 
by the people. f 

In this letter, Colonel Benron, unfortunately 
for himself and his consistency, (for I had never 
read a linein his work before,) refers to his Thirty 


‘Lucas, and that he had been guilty of all. theg 


Years, and, on turning to the first volume of that 


d 
< Question, 


‘a chapter headed + 
Oo whit 


work, at page 626,1 fin 
tension of the Missou 
follows: Pee 


“This was a measure of great. moment to Missouri, 
full of dificulties in itself, and requiting a doule process 
to'accouiplish it—an' act of Congress to extend-the bound 
ary, and an Jndian-treaty.to remove- the Indians 
home, ` [t was to extend the existing boundary.of. Wwe Srafe 
so as 10 include a triangle between the existing Iiie.and 
the Missouri river, large cnongh to form se counties of 
the first class, and fertile enough to sustain the densest 
population... The difficulties were threefold : k 

“1, To make stili arger a State which was alre 
of the largest in the Union. f i 

“9, To remove Indians-rom a possession which had 
just been assigned to thei in perpetuity. eats Mock 

“3. To alter the Missouri cow promise line in relation. to 
slave territouy, and thereby convert free soil into slave soil. 

4¢Phetwo first difficulties were serious—the third tormid- 
able; and, in the then state of the publie mind in relation 
to slave territory, this enlargement of a greal slave State, 
and by converting free soil into slave, and impairing ihe 
compromise Hne, was an almost impossible underiaking, 
and in no way to be accomplished without a generous co- 
operation from the members of the fre@®Srates. ‘They 
were a majority in the House of Representatives, and no 
act of Congress could pass for altering the compromise live 
without their aid: they were equal in the Senate, where 
no treaty for the removal of the indians could be ratified 
except by a concurrence of two thirds—and all these diff- 
culties to be overcome at a time when Congress was 
inflamed with angry debates upori abolition petitions, trans- 
mission of incendiary publications, imputed ‘designs. to 
abolish slavery; and the appearance of the criminating 
article in South Carolina entitled the © Crisig,’ announcing 
a southern convention and a secession, if certain northern 
States did not suppress the abolition societies’ Within their 
limits within a limited tine. : 

“ Fn the face of all these discouraging obstacles the two 
Missouri Senators, Messrs. Benton and Lint, commaeced 
their operations. The first step was to procure a bill for the 
alteration of the compromise line and the extension of the 
boundary ; it was obtained from the Judiciary Committee, 
reported by Mr. John M. Clayton, of Defaware. and parsed 
the Senate without material opposition; it went tothe House 
of Representatives, and found there no serious opposition to 
its passage. A treaty was negotiated with the Sac and fox 
Indians, to whom the country bad been assigned, and was 
ratified by the requisite two thirds: and this, besides doing 
an act of generous justice to the State of Missouri, was the 
noble answer which northern members gave to the imputed 
design of abolishing slavery inthe States! actually extend- 
ing it! and by an addition equal in extent to such States as 
Delaware and Rbode [sland ; and by its fertitiry equal to one 
of the third class of States ; and this accomplished by the ox- 
traordinary process of altering a compromise line intended to 
be perpetual, and the recouversion of soil which had been 
slave, and made free, back again from free to,siave.s- aud all 
this when, had there been the least disposition to. inmede the 
proper extension ofa slave State, there were plausible rea- 
sons enough to cover an opposition, in the serious object- 
ions to enlarging a State already the largestin the Unions=10 
removing Indians again from a home to which they bad just 
been removed under a national pledge of no more removals 
—and 10 disturbing the compromise sine of 1020, on which 
the Missouri question bad been settled; and the line be 
tween free and slave territory, fixed for national reasons, 10 
remain forever. The author of this view was part and 
parcel of all that transaction—remembers well the anxiery 
of the State to obtain the extension—her joy at obiarniug 
it—the gratitude which all felt to the noithern members, 
without whose aid it could not have been done, and whose 
maguanimous assistance, under such trying circunmtances, 
he now records as one of the proofs (this work contains 
many others) of the willingness or the non slavelolding 
part of the Union to be just and generous to their rjave- 
holding brethren, even in disregard of eberished prejudices 
and offensive criminations. It was the second great, proof 
to this effect at this identical session, the raŭ fication of the 
Georgia Cherokee treaty being the other.” 

‘In this extract it will be seen that Colonel Ben- 
row boasts of, and prides himself upon, the ac- 
complishment of this very thing, and of driving 
the Indians from this very territory that had then 
but lately been ceded and promised by. treaty to 
them forever, and had greatly added to the then 
largest State in the Union. One weuld be led to 
believe, from reading this extract, thathe regarded 
this alteration and repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise as the brightest, most dazzling, and tri- 
umphant achievement of his thirty year senatori- 
al career. But I desire to call attention to a few 
extracts from his Kansas and Nebraska speech 
of the 25th of April last, to show his proneness 
to falsehood, the wickedness of his heart, or the 
imbecility of his head. On page first he says: 

‘Mr. Chairman, if any bill to impair the Missouri cem- 
promise line of 1820 had been brought into this House hy a 
member from a slave State, or under the administration of 
a President elected from a slave State, I shuuid have 
deemed it my duty to have metit atthe threshold, and to. 


have made the motion whici: the parliamestary law pre- 
seribes for the repaise of subjects which are not fit to be con- 


ady one 


| sidered; I should have moved its rejection at the first 


reading.” ; 
This will be seen to be utterly false, and a mer 
pretense; for the bill of 1836, that he admits: and 
boasts of having procured to be brought in to im- 
air the Missouri compromise line of 1820, was 
rought in by the Hon. Jons M. Crarron, then, 
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‘a8’ néw, an. honored Senator from- Delaware, di 
slave State; and Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee, 
a slave State, was President of the United States. 
What beautiful and truthful consistency Mr. Ben- 
“pon is caught in here! Again, he says: 

“ I had-come into political life upon that compromise. I 


had stood upon it above thirty. years, and intended to stand 
upon it to the end—solitary and alone, if need be. 


To show that this ia utterly false, I need only 
refer to the above extract from his “ Thirty 
Years’ —the act of 1836, and the following ex- 


tract from the same speech, taken from page eight: || 


t: The same votes gave us the Platte country; seven fine 
countries added 10 the State! and that by altering the com- 
promise line toinclude it, and actually converting that fine 
region from free soit toslave soil. Northern votes enabled 
it to. be done: northern votes altered above an hundred 
miles of the compromise line for our benefit, upon our re- 
quest; and I will never be ungrateful to the North for it, 
nor requite it by a breach of the line to their prejudice. 
And how did.gye obtain the uorthern votes which were 
necessary for “all these measures—the appropriations and 
treaties for all these Indian removals, and for that alteration 
of the compromise line which gave us the beantiful Platte 
country? How did the Missouri delegation of that day— 
the most amiable and talented Dr. Linn and myself, in the 
Senate, and General Ashley in the Touse—how did we ob- 
tain that great boon forour State? Did we get these votes 
by belching Abolitionism against the North? No!no! we 
got them by appealing to the justice, and the fraternal feel- 
ings of our northern brethren, and to whieh we never ap- 
peated once ims vain—who, in the last bard trial to get the 
Cherokees out of Georgia, gave us fourteen affirmative 
votes to balance seven negatives from the South, and saved 
the treaty by one vote. And I, who was part of all these 
transactions, accustomed to solicit northern votes, and ex- 
press thanks for them, will not now return them evil for 
good by attempting to deprive them of their share of a com- 
promise which we imposed upon them,” 


He says “ he will not now return evil for good, 
by attempting to deprive them (the North) of their 


share of a compromise which we (the South) im- | 


posed upon them.’? How very kind! After he has 
taken the ‘beautiful Platte country, seven coun- 
ties of the first class, equal in size to two of the 


small States, and in richness of soil to a third ; 


class State,” and, in fact, all that was once valu- 
able and desirable, and converted it from free to 


slave territory, he does not now wish to deprive ! 
But he says he did not | 


the North of their share. 
get this territory added to Missouri ‘ by belching 
Abolitionism against the North;” that is, not by an 
open, bold, manly, and statesmanlike act, but with 
the still, sly, cunning, and stealthy action of the 
thief in the night, and with the serpent’s guile in 
his heart, a lie on his tongue, and the deceptive 
but false smile of friendship upon his face; as 
Satan approached Eve, so Benton approached the 
northern members of Congress in 1836, and he 
got them unanimously. 

On page second of his speech,in speaking of 
the compromises of the Constitution, the ordi- 
nance of 1787, and the Missouri compromise, he 
says: 

Thus, all these compromises are settlements of existing 
questions, and intended to be perpetual. They are all, then, 
of equal moral validity.” 

If this be a moral question, and it is a moral 
wrong to alter or repeal the act of 1820, how much 
more moral guilt and turpitude rests on Colonel 
Benton for having so corrupted all of Congress as 
to get an unanimous vote, as he says in his letter, 
for his bill of 1836, than on the friends of the late 
measure, who were only able to get a small ma- 
jority, and, therefore, have a less sin to answer 
for? 

In this letter, Benrow says I falsify public his- 
tory to justify my violation of the Missouri com- 
promise. 
his new friends if he would point out what par- 
ticle of public history I have falsified. 
is not his ‘Thirty Years.” 


the conviction of my own judgment that it was 
proper and expedient to do so, 
act of legislation, and was repealable at the will 
and pleasure of’ Congress. According to BENTON 
it was no compact or agreement, but was forced 
and imposed by the South upon the North. 

He says it was resisted at the time by the North 
acquiesced in afterwards, and thereby they be- 
came bound by it. Beautiful logic. A robs B; 
B resists at the time, but, for want of strength, 
arquiesces and suffers his money to be taken. 
When B gets strength and assistance he demands 
of A a restoration. A says, true you resisted the 
robbery at the time, but, for wantof strength, you 
acquiesced, and that makes the transaction a fair 


It would be well and very gratifying to | 
Surely it | 
But I needed no | 
jostification for a repeal of the act of 1820, but | 


It was a mere ii 


roneand the money ismine! Thereis no evidence 
that the North acquiesced. in this. measure, for 
Mr. Benton says that the North were unanimous 
for its repeal in 1836, and the passage of Benron’s 
repealing act of that year was moved in the House 
of Representatives by a member from a free State, 
Mr. Everett, of Vermont. The late repeal of the 
residue of that measure was brought in by aSen- 
i ator from a free State, and I, as a northern man, 
and Senator from a free State, demanded its re- 
eal, because it was unequal, unjust, and degrad- 
ing to the North. It, in substance, said to the 
i North, you are not capable of establishing your 
| own institutions north of 360 30'. You do not 
know what will be best for you, and we will there 
| bind you and fix your institutions for you; but the 
i gentlemen of the South know what instructions 
_ they want and what are proper for them, and they 
may go south of that line and control themselves. 
This created an invidious distinction, and itis not 
strange that northern men should have been most 
anxious and active for its repeal and abrogation. 
On page two of his speech, he says: 
“The third one—that of the Missouri anti-slavery line 
, —was not made upon agreement. It was imposed by 
| voles—by the Scuth upon the North—resisted by the North 
| at the time—acquiesced in afterwards: and by that acqui- 
| escence became a binding covenant between both parties ; 
and the more so on the South because she imposed ite I 


repeat, it was an imposition, not a compact.” 
* * * * * * x * 


“This brings usto the question of repeal, or abrogation 
of these compromises. 
bè got rid of without an amendment to that instrument ; 
and is, therefore, beyond the reach of Congress, The other 


| tion, and legally repealable by Congress.” 


| The power to repeal is here plainly and fully 
admitted by Mr. Benron. Hear with what ease 


On page four of his speech he says: 


years.” 
And again, on the same page, he says that the 


NE ater, er 


lowing resolution: 


letter and spirit of the eighth section of the uct of Congress 
of the United States entitled 

people of the Missouri Territory to forma constitution und 

| State government, and for the admission of such State into 

į the Union on an eqital footing with the original States, and 

4 none slavery in certain territories, approved March 
A . 


of that act pro tanto, and not strictly adhered to 
either its ‘letter or spirit;’? and E do not wonder 
that, after this severe chastisement from his State, 
l and that a slave State, that he should dread to at- 
| tempt a second repeal, as the whipped child dreads 
| the rod. 
| Mr. President, can any man say that I did Ben- 
i ron a wrong, or incorrectly cited history? but, on 
, the contrary, must not all say that 1 charged him 
| with nothing more than ig true, and only what he 
| has recorded in history, “and claims for himself? 
| This being the case, to what are we to look as the 
| reason of his writing so beastly a letter? We can 
i only ascribe it to the native depravity of a corrupt, 
malicious, and wicked heart, or to the frenzied 
ravings of a brain made a barren waste and a men- 
| tal and moral chaotic wilderness by the withering 
|! but just hand of God laid upon it in punishment 
for black and numerous precedent crimes. 
When Mr. Perrir uttered these words: “ [f 
I do not establish beyond cavil that Colonel Ben- 
TON is a wicked and malicious falsifier of truth, or 
an imbecile and dotard, I will in all future time’?’— 
Mr. MASON said: Mr. President, I, with very 


desire to make a personal explanation; but, with- 
; out any reference to the parties concerned in this 
i matter, I submit to the honorable Senator, as a 
| matter of precedent, whether it would be right or 
_ expedient in the Senate for a member of the Sen- 


i to reflect on a member of the other House? 

li Mr. PETTIT. In reply, I have only to say 
|i this: that Colonel Benrow charges me with things 
ii that, if true, render me totally unfit for the asso- 
li ciation of gentlemen and Senators. 

|, dulgence of the Senate, and I appeal to that Sen- 
F 


i ator to allow me to proceed. 
i Mr. MASON. I rise to a question of order 
- purely. The assault which the honorable Sena- 


The oncin the Constitution cannot | 


two, being in the form of statutes, are subjects of legisla- i 


and directness he contradicts his ** Thirty Years.” | 
“ 1 have stood upon the Missouri compromise for thirty į 
| Legislature of Missouri, in 1847, passed the fol- | 


* Resolved, That the peace, permanency, and welfare of ; 
our national Union depend upon a strict adherence to the : 


‘An act to authorize the | 


This must have been a withering rebuke to | 
Benron, after having, in 1836, procured the repeal : 


great reluctance, interfere with any gentleman’s : 


i; ate to reflect in the manner he is manifestly about : 


I ask the in- | 


tor says has been made upon him, was made 
through the public journals, as'he states. Now, 
I submit as a question of order— 

Mr. PETTIT. I had the assent of the Senate 
to goon. The Senator. cannot make his point of 
order now, as he did not make it before. 

Mr. MASON. The Senate, I take it for granted, 
gave the assent. I certainly did—without the 
knowledge of the kind of remark in which the Sen- 
ator conceived himself authorized to indulge. It 
is because of the tenor of his remarks that Í think 
it right to make my pointof order. Lagain, with- 
out any reference whatever to either of the gen- 
tlemen who are involved in this, submit that it is 
not in order in the Senate to reflect upon the 
motives or to use injurious language applied to a 
member of the other House. 

Mr. PETTIT. l hope the Senate will allow 
me to proceed. ‘They have oħce given me leave, 
and I do not think Í ought to be interrupted now. 
| Mr. MASON. I must insist on the point of 
order as a matter of propriety. between the two 
Houses. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. STUART 
in the Chair.) The history of this matter, as the 
present occupant of the chair understands, is, that 
| the Senate gave unanimous consent to the Sena- 
tor from indiana to make a personal explanation. 
| Mr. PETTITT. Jam making it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks that, in making a personal explanation, 
|i the same rules of order apply as in any other de- 
n bate; and, therefore, in making a personal explana- 


f 
ij tion a Senator has not the right to reflect on a 
:, member of the other House. 

i| Mr. PETTIT. I take an appeal from the de- 
i| cision of the Chair. {i was not referring to his 
[Mr. Bunron’s} conduct as a member of the 


|| other House; I was referring to his conduct out 
i| of doors; not as a member of the House., Iwas 
|| not referring to anything done by him in the 
'| House, nor as a member one way or the other. 
' I did not refer to him asa member of the other 
!' House, nor to anything which he had done asa 
| 

i 


ber of the other Fouse. 

| ThePRESIDING OFFICER. What the Sen- 
ator from Indiana has said, the present occupant 
of the Chair did not hear, as he was not in the 
Senate Chamber. The Chair merély sustained 
the point of order raised by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. 

“Mr. PETTIT. That is what I object to. I 
have not said, and arn not going to say, anything 
of him asa member of the other House, or asa 
member of Congress; but I was speaking, and am 
about to speak, of what has been done and said 
by him out of the House, and not as a member of 
that body. I have read the letter on which I wish 
to comment. 

Mr. MASON. It is very true, I doubt not, that 
| the Senator had not proceeded sufficiently far in 
;i his remarks for the Senate to form a judgment as 
|i to precisely what he was about to say. As faras 
|; [E understood him, there were no reflections cast 
1, ona member of the other House for any act of 
|| his in that House, but they were reflections and 
|! epithets applied to a member of the other House, 
| and applied by a Senator in his place in the Sen- 
fate. That is the point of order that I raise, 

Mr. PETTIT. I reply to him simply asa citi- 
zen for an act done as a citizen. I do not refer 
ohimasa member of the other House in any 
remarks of mine. 

Mr. MASON. But still he is known to this 
House as a member of the other House. 

Mr. PETTIY. [think Iam in order. I had 
the leave of the Senate to proceed; I am not say- 
ing anything of a memher of the other House; and 
l should like to know in what I am out of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
already stated to the Senator and to the Senate, that 
what the Senator from Indiana had said, the pres- 
ent occupant of the Chair was not advised of, 
not being in the Senate atthe time. He there- 
fore, simply decides the point of order, that it is 
not in order, in a personal explanation, to refer to 
a member of the other House acting as such or to 
| reflect on his character, 


j 
i 
i 


thing, and when I do, the Senator can call me to 
order. 

Mr. MASON. . Do I understand the Chair as 
allowing to be in order, reflections on a member of 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


Mr. PETTITT. Idonot proposeto do any such ` 


member. I was not, therefore referring to a mem- ` 
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the other House, for an action not done iye 


House ? : k 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair in- 
tends to decide, and does decide, on his recollec- 
tion of the rule, that the rule is limited to what a 
member of the other House says or does, while 
engaged in the business of the House, and that if 
out of doors he-sees fit to say or write anything 
in regard to a Senator, he may be alluded to by 
that Senator as any other citizen of the country 
may be. ` 

Mr. PETTIT continued his remarks. When 
he reached that point of his speech where he said: 
« That is, he did not, by an open, bold, maniy, 
statesmanlike act, but with the still, sly, cunning, 
and stealthy action of the thief in the night, and 
with the serpent’s guile in his heart and a lie on 
his tongue’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Stuart.) 
The Chair thinks the Senator is not in order. 

Mr. PETTLY. Iam not speaking of what he | 
has done now, but of what he did in 1836. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No matter. 
The Chair thinks that in this mode of discussion 
it is not in order, to use language of that character 
towards any member or a citizen. 

Mr. PETTIT. I ask leave of the Senate to 
finish my remarks. They arebutfew. Will the 
Chair put it to the Senate whether I shall go on 
or not? 

Mr. CASS. I would suggest to the Senator, 
that in his defense of himself, he had better pass 
by such words as those which he has just used. 
For one, I prefer not to hear them. I would 
rather he would pass them by and go on with his 
other remarks, 

Mr. JOHNSON. [move that the Senator be 
allowed to proceed. This is a pretty severe con- 
test, unquestionably. . 

Mr. PETTIT. He pitched into me without 
cause, and I want to pay him back. [always 
pay my debts. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I move that the Senator 

` from Indiana be permitted to proceed. It is noth- 
ing more than justice that he should have the op- 
portunity to defend his own character from the 
assaults made on him. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will, with great pleasure, submit the question to !! 
the Senate; “will the Senate allow the Senator 
from Indiana to proceed out of order?” 

Mr. PETTIT. That was not in the motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ifthe Chair decides it in 
that way, I shall appeal from the decision. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 
decided the Senator to beaut of order in the lan- 
guage he had used. ‘The Senator from Arkansas 
moved that the Senator from Indiana have leave 
to proceed. The Chair will, with pleasure, sub- 
mit the whole question to the Senate, if it is de- 
sired. i 

Mr. GWIN. The motion is that the Senator 
from Indiana shall be permitted to proceed, and 
the Chair adds to that out of order. That is | 
not the question before the Senate. 

Mr. MASON. Why, Mr. President, though I | 
did not hear the last remarks of the Senator, I 
understood the Chair to decide they were not in 


order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. MASON. Then I submit that, if after that 
decision, a motion be made to allow the Senator 
to proceed, of course it is that he be allowed to 
proceed out of order. The proper course will be, 
I presume, for any gentleman who dissents from |} 
the Chair, to appeal from the judgment of the |: 
Chair. 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands the rule of the Senate and the parlia- 
mentary law to be, that he may submit any ques- 
tion of order to the Senate. He is not bound to 
decide it. He may submitit to the Senate. In 
this instance, the Chair has stated already that he 
will with pleasure submit the question to the Sen- 
ate whether the Senator from Indiana is in order, 
if it be desired; or he will submit the other ques- 
tion that he have leave to proceed in his remarks, 
as the Chair thinks, out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I moved that he have leave 
to proceed. so | 

Mr. DAWSON. I dislike to interfere with | 
this matter, but I am one of those who have been ` 
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| body. 


; order. 


| 


| to the comments made in that paper, and made no | 
allusion to any party whatever. He rebutted the |; 
|; Statements, showed their falsity, and was very | 


: of the House has been suffered to be attacked de- 


i: for provocation. 


i not proper to have been written; but it was a let- | 


i the same medium by which the attack was made. 


: against this motion, because I think if this course 
i be allowed to be pursued further, (and if you al- 


_ ing, by embittering the members of thetwo Houses 
i against each other, which will seriously impede 
_ the progress of public business. 


| of the Senate, questions of this sort are not to be | 
| decided without debate? 


uniformly opposed to individual differences. being 
made the subject-matter of discussion in this body 
when there is no question before it justifying such 
a course. If we allow this to bedone now, it be- 
comes a precedent, and members of the other | 
House who are attacked, will repiy, and it will | 
lead to unpleasantness and unkindness, and de- 
stroy, in a great degree, the character of this 


I admit that my friend from Indiana has strong 
grounds to ask this favor, but I beg of him to take 
some other manner to lay his views before the | 
country, without making all of 
transaction. For one, Í agree With the Senator į 
from Michigan, that it is better for the Senator | 
from Indiana to pass over that part of his obser- 
vations in whjch he was indulging when called to | 
Of course hecan publish them on hisown | 
individual responsibility. i have no feeling about 
that; but 1 submit, as a question of propriety. to | 
my friend from Indiana, whether he ought to in- 
dulge in such Janguage in the Senate. 

Mr. PETTIT. 1 was nearly through, and | | 


should like to finish. The Senate gave me unani- |i 


mous consent tb go on. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 


|| is on the motion of the Senator from Arkansas, |} 
| that the Senator from Indiana have leave to pro- | 
i ceed in the same order of debate in which he was | 


proceeding before, 
| Mr. DAWSON. Proceed in order. 
Mr. BAYARD. 
| permission to proceed in this case, after the de- 
| cision of the Chair. I understand the Chair to 
| have decided the remarks of the Senator from In- 
| diana to be out of order, as reflecting personally 
on a member of the other branch of the Legislature. 
Though not professing any accurate knowledge of | 
parliamentary rules, I have, since 1I have been in the | 
body, a recollection of but one case similar to the | 
present. That was a case in which a letter had been ! 
addressed by the correspondent of the New York į 
Express, I think, to that paper, which was offen- | 
sive to the then honorable*Senator from North | 
Carolina, (Mr. Mangum.] He asked permission | 
of the Senate to make a personal explanation. He | 
obtained it and proceeded, He confined himself 


| 
| 


if 
| 


i severe in his remarks. At the close of his re- 
: marks, after making his comments, he said that 
he understood the author of that communication 
was a member of the other House. He was in- 
stantly called to order by gentlemen all around the | 
ment. The rule was avoided in that case in that | 
way; but during my experience in the Senate, | 
have never known an instance in which a member | 


liberately in this body, by a review of his conduct, | 


I havea further suggestion to make, and I makei 
in all kindness, for i admit certainly, that the hon- 
orable Senator from Indiana has the highest cause 
I think the letter to which he has | 
alluded was both undignified and imprudent, and ; 


ter written to the newspapers, and nota.statement | 
made in the House of Representatives, and, there- | 


| fore, it seemsto me that a correction, or a rebuttal ! 


of it, or any comments on a paper of that charac- 
ter made by a member of the other branch of the 
Legislature, ought to be in the same mode and by 


With these views, | shall be constrained to vote 


low it in one case you must in others,) the ulti- 
mate result must be the creation of a state of feel- 


Mr. WELLER. I ask whether, under the rules ` 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the | 
opinion of the Chair. 


Mr. WELLER. Then I call for the enforce- i| 


Fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The uestion 


if 


il 
i 


partakers in the || 


|i ion. 


Senate Chamber, and he took his seat at the mo- ʻi 
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j of another with anything like what it merits. 


ceed in the order of debate in which I 
gaged at the time: the Chair called: h 
Senators who are‘in favor of that will say: 
those opposed ‘will say: ‘Epo ho ae f 

The question being taken, there:were—ayes: 


noes 20; so that Mr. Jounson’s motion: was 
agreed to, : : = gL Ba 
Mr. DAWSON. I now move that the Senator. i 


be permitted to-proceed in order, |: oe 

Mr. CASS. That was my idea in: voting for” 
the other motion. he E 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT. Itis a very dificult matter to 
say what is in order. it seems thata man who 
has been attacked cannot characterize the conduct 
I 
am now not speaking of a member of the other 
House; but Iam speaking of the acts of a Sena- 
tor in 1836. a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Indiana will, perhaps, allow the Chair ‘to: 
state the ground of his decision, and let the Senate 
hear it also? ; : : 

Mr. PETTIT. Certainly. mee 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair en- 
tertains the opinion that it is not in order-in the 
Senate to allude to anybody in language which is 
so discourteous and exceptionable as to give rise, 
to difficulties among mieinbers here or‘out of doors. 

Mr. PETTIT. He ought to have had that'ad= 


|| monition before he wrote this infamous letter. 
1 shall vote against giving |! 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
will allow the Chair to state, further, that the con- 
| duct of a man may be remarked on here in lan- 
| guage sufficiently strong, without using any such 
, opprobrious terms. Such opprobrious epithets 
| are not inorder. This is the ground of the decis- 
If the Senate think the Chair wrong, he will 
certainly have no objection to their so deciding. 

Mr. PETTIT resumed and concluded his re- 
marks, i 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. COOPER presented certain documents in; 
relation to the claim of Robert Johnston, to locate 
certain land warrants of whieh. he is the holder, 
but which were irregularly assigned or transferred ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. - oy 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of W. 
Hunter, praying compensation for his services as 
acting Secretary of State during a part of the time 
when the late Danial Webster was Secretary of 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. ot : 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I present the 
memorial of George Frazier, a citizen of Califor- 
nia, claiming compensation for losses sustained 
by the seizure of his property, false imprisonment, 
&c., by the Mexican authorities of Upper Califor- 
nia from 1840 to 1843. 1 have delayed presenting: 


Pre . : 
i i i ‘ : ~ ‘| this memorial for some time, under the hope that 
i either for his official action or for his action oute | his m ’ pe | 


| side of Congress. 


either by treaty, or the action of our Government 
through its Minister at Mexico, Mr. Frazier would 
| receive that indemnification to which he was entitled. 
from the late board of commissioners on Mexican 
claims, which so strangely neglected honest claims 
like this, and passed those which have since been 
branded with fraud and forgery. But [have now 
no hope except from the justice and equity of 
Congress, and I bring the case before this body, 
and move its reference to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. ; 
The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


|| by their titles, and referred to the committees as 


annexed: 

A bilbfor the relief of Daniel Steenrod —Com- 
mittee on Claims. é 

A bill for the relief of John S. ones and. Wil- 
liam H. Russell, surviving partners of Brown, 
Ruésel! & Co.—Committee on Military Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of Gilbert- C; Russell 
Committee on Clainis, 


| 
ment of the rule. | 
H 


A bill for the relief of Thomas C. Greene— 


is on the motion of the Senator from Arkansas, || Committee «A Private Land Claims. ` 


that the Senator from Indiana have leave to pro- |i 


A isl. resolution directing the accounting offi- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


July 24, 


cèrs: of the Treasury to adjust the accounts of 
Wiliam Woodbury, late: pension agent of Port- 
laid: Maine—Committee on Pensions. 
i bill for the relief of John S. King, of Vir- 
ginia—Committee on Pensions. 
A bill forthe relief of the administrators of 
Oliver Lice; deceased—Committee on Claims. - 


ESPEY’S METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. | 

Mr. COOPER submitted a resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the President is hereby requested to 
eause 16 be transmitted to the Senate the fourth meteoro- 
logical report of Professor Espy, 

NEW POST ROUTE. 


Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of |! 


establishing a post ronie from Greensburg, Louisiana, toa 
point intersecting the railrsad from New Orleans to Jack- 
sou, Mississippi, at or near ube bouse of Benjamin Wiel. 

Mr. SLIDELL also submitted certain docu- 
ments on the subject; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 move to postpone all prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the civil and 
diplomatic.appropriation bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the Senator will allow 
me to make a report. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. But it is in 
order for the Senator from Virginia to submit such 
a proposition as he does submit at any time. 

Mr. HUNTER. It depends upon the majority 
to decide.. If they prefer to receive reports, they 
can vote down the motion. 

Mr. RUSK. It was my purpose, this morning, 
to ask the indulgence of the Senate to take up a 
bill; but as the ume has otherwise been consumed, 


Are not reports in 


I now give notice that l shall to-morrow morning |} 


ask to take up the b 
the Texas navy. I shall now vote for the motion 
of the Senator from Virginia. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator from Virginia allow certain House bills to be 
referred? 
Mr, HUNTER. I yield for that purpose. 
Various House bills were then referred as else- 
wherestated. Whenthe bill for the relief of Jobn 
8. Jones dnd William EL. Russell, surviving part- 
ners of the firm of Brown, Russell & Co, was read, 
Mr. GEYER said: I hope that bill will be put 
upon its passage now. kt has already passed the 
Senate twice, but failed in the Ffouse for want of 
time. 


in relation to the officers of |! 


Will the Sen- |} 


least we have- half an hour for morning: business. 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate. will ex- 
press their opinion upon the question. 
Mr. Hunvrer’s motion was agreed to. 


PATENTS GRANTED TO FOREIGNERS. 

Mr. SUMNER. lask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to offer a memorial. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there is no 
objection the memorial will be received. 

Mr. SUMNER. [ present the memorial of 
Charles Mackenzie, a British subject, now a resi- 
dent of Boston, praying that the large fees exact- 
ed of foreigners Wider our patent laws may be 
abolished, and that foreigners may take patents 
| from the United States on the same footing as 
citizens. 

Mr. BUTLER. A foreigner has no right to 
petition Congress. 
| Mr. SUMNER. I ask its reference to the 
Cofnmittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. MASON. | object to the reception of the 
| petition on the ground that foreigners cannot 
| petition the Government, 

! Mr. HUNTER. I hope that we shall proceed 
| to the consideration of the civil and diplomatic ap- 
| propriation bill, 

Mr. SUMNER. I understand that the question 
before the Senate is on the reception of the mem- 
orial. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairun- 
| derstands the Senator from Virginia to object to 
its reception, and itennnot, therefore, be received. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is, at this moment. 


MOTION TO RECONSIDER. 

Mr. GEYER. Before we proceed to the con- 
| sideration of the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
| bill, I move a reconsideration of the vote by which 
į the seventh section of that bill, reported as an 
amendment from the committee, was agreed to. 
| It was passed under a misunderstanding on the 
| part of many Senators on this side of the Cham- 
ber. They supposed that we were in Committee 
of the Whole; but it seems that we were regarded 
i as in the Senate. I therefore move a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motionto 
reconsider will be entered. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of | 
| the bill from the House of Representatives, making 

j appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 

penses of Government for the year ending the 

30th of June, 1855. 

i Mr. HUNTER. When we adjourned on Sat- 

| urday the amendment which was under consider- 

| ation was the one, Í believe, making provision for 

new custom-houses, which was reported from the 


Mr. HUNTER. 
some other time. 
the House bills to be referred. If we begin to 
act on bills, there are twenty other Senators all 
around who will ask to have others acted upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will require 
unanimous consent to consider that bill at this 
time. If objected to, it will be referred. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not ask to have it re- 
ferred; but let it go on the tabie for the present, 
and it can be called up at some other time. 

Mr. GEYER. Then I should prefer to have 
it referred, for then it can be reported pn imme- 
diately. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. ! 

Mr. SUMNER, I must ask the Senator from j 
Virginia to allow me to presenta memorial for the 
purpose of having it referred. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


{ 


i 

: ` i 

can decide the question. i 
| 


Mr. CHASE. I believe that that question is j 
debatable. I wish to appeal to the Senator from 
Virginia, inasmuch as the whole of the morning 


hour has been consumed by the speech of the |: 
Senator from Indiana, to allow half an hour for |: 


the consideration of the regular morning business. 
The chairman of the Committee on Patents and 


make a report, in whieh. the whole committee feel |; 


a deep interest, and Senatorsall around have more | 
or less of morning business to present. I hope! 
we shall not proceed to the consideration of the 


I hope it will be taken up at |; 
{ merely gave way to allow 
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ommittee on Commerce 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 

erstands the first question to be upon the follow- 

ng amendment: 

S For continuing the work for a supply of water for the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000. 

Mr. ADAMS. It is well known that a major- 
| ity of this body favor that amendment. It is 
| equally as wellknown that a majority of the other 
| 
| 
| 


branch of Congress do not favor it. Now, I sub- 
i mit to Senators, whether, aftertwo or three delib- 
| erate votes have been taken in the other branch, 
this body will still continue to consume time with 
that, when they know as well as they can know 
anything that, according to the intention of the 
Constitution itself, it cannot become a law at the 
present time. The Constitution contemplated that | 
“no proposition should become a law unless it met 
| with the sanction of a majority of both branches 
of Congress, 
| There have been two deliberate votes—one upon 


| the deficiency bill, and the other upon this bill, as 

; is known to Senators, on both of which the prop- 

osition has been rejected in the other House. 

: Why will we add it to this bill, and send it back | 
there to accumulate the difficulties which exist 

: between the two Houses, when we already know 


li to it? I shall not interpose any difficulty in the 


|| that the majority of the other House are opposed 
the Patent Office [Mr. James] is very anxious to || 


i way, although I have not voted for it myself. I 
: am always willing to be governed by the majority, 
and but for the fact that it is known that a major- 
ity in the other House are opposed to it, I should 
not oppose it now. F hope it will not be ingraft- 


civil aud diplomatic appropriation bill, until at | 


| ed upon this bill. We have a sufficient number 


of difficulties necessarily arising between the two 
Hoes on the bill, without placing upon it a prop- 
osition to which we know a majority of the other 
House are opposed. 

Mr. BADGER. What has passed we know. 
Whatis future we can only predict. My friend 
from Mississippi says this provision, he is certain, 
cannot become a law. Sir, that is very far from 
being certain. : 

Mr. ADAMS. The Senator has misappre- 
hended my remarks. 1 did notsay it was certain 
that it covld not become a law. 1 said it was cer- 
tain from two deliberate votes in the other House, 
that the majority were opposed to it; and ifitcan 
become a law, it will be against their deliberate 


judgment, and contrary to the spirit of the Consti- 


tution. 

Mr. BADGER. Itamounts to the same thing; 
and I wish to state the considerations which influ- 
ence me in coming to the conclusion that we ought 
to put this amendment on this bill. This is not a 
proposition to introduce an original matter into 
the appropriation bill, At the last Congress we 
passed an actin whichit was provided that water 
should be supplied to the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown, upon a plan to be approved by 
the President of the United States. That is a law 
which both Houses and the President assented 
to. The President, under the law, adopted a 
plan. Jt then became a plan adopted by law—the 
plan of the President—selected by him under the 
authority of this law, being of just the same legal 
effect and operation as if it had been inserted in 
the law itself. Then the President, under the au- 
thority of that law, having adopted a plan, and 
having commenced the execution of it, this is a 
proposition to make an appropriation for the pur- 
pose of carrying out the existing law. That is 
the,state of the case now. We know yery well 
that the appropriation cannot be made withoutthe 
consent of Congress; neither can an appropria- 
tion be made for the salary of the President with- 
out the consent of Congress. But, surely, even 
if the House have declined twice to make theap- ` 
propriation, it is fair for us to presume that they 
may, on the third occasion, perceive the propriet 
of it. Atall events, itis our duty to propose it 
to them. š 

Mr. CASS. When this matter was first brought 
forward, I was opposed to it, as I was to the ex- 
tension of the Capitol. I did not think that the 
projects in either case had been properly matured. 
I thought they required more consideration, I 
thought so then, and I think so now. But, sir, 
when the proposition for the renewal of an ap- 
propriation for the Capitol extension came on, 
though | voted against making the extension in 
the first instance, } voted for carrying it on in the 
second instance. I shall vote for this. I havea 
great regard for, and | take a great interestin, the 
ruins of centuries which carry us back, with the 
power of association, to the glorious deeds and 
days which are accumulated in history. But I 
take no interest in the ruins of a day or a year— 
ruins made by the vacillations of Congresses, by 
change in our legislation from day to day. It is 
not creditable tø our country. A work like this, 
when begun, should be carried on without any lim- 
itation that may be placed upon it, so that it may 
be restricted as much as possible in the expend- 
itures; but after having been commenced, certainly 
it should be goneon with. Being opposed, there- 
fore, to this kind of vacillation, which is bad in 
itself, and bad in its example, I shall vote for the 
appropriation. i 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. This amendment is, I 
believe, in regard to the city water-works, Iex- 
cepted to it when it was submitted on Saturday, 
when the Senate was making progress with the 
bill by disposing of amendments which had been 
submitted by the committee. I know, sir, that 
the struggle which I make here isa vain one. We 
have had the manifestation of the will of the Sen- 
ate on previous occasions; but I intend still to 
struggle against it, and my hope lies with the 
people’s representatives, who reflect their will in 
the other House. I hope that it will there meet 
with its death blow. Of all the many extravagant 
appropriations which have been made by Con- 
gress for this capital, I regard this as the most 80; 
as the most improper in almost every respect; for 
it will encourage: the people in this city to rely 
upon themselves for nothing, but to look to Con- 
gress for everything. 
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When I resisted it before, Mr. President, Fal- 
luded to the fact that there is not a city in America 
which would not gladly take the seat of Govern- 
ment, and solemnly stipulate never to approach 
Congress for an appropriation, but would pave 
and clean its streets, build its court-houses, light 
its thoroughfares, and water its circumference it- 
self, if you would confer upon it the other ad vant- 
ages which would inure to it from the erection of 
the mighty public buildings necessary for carry- 
‘ing on the purposes of the Government, Yet, 
sir, we are to go on, year after year, with these ap- 
propriations, while, at the same time, the smallest 
one which comes up for the benefit of other por- 
tions of the country, and especially of the West— 
appropriations for the most immaterial custom- 
houses for that growing portion of the Republic, 
where the business of the country so much re- 
quires them, are resisted and fought to death, I 
shall not detain the Senate, because I know it 
would be in vain todo so. I know there is a 
majority here for this appropriation; but | hope, 
sir, this thing is to be resisted. l resist it now, 
because if this appropriation be made now upon 
the yeas and nays, we shal] hereafter, as in the 
case of the Capitol extension, be called to go for 
it as acquiesced in, and, as a matter of course, 
that resistance will be vain. fi 

Mr. PRATT. On Saturday last, if I recollect 
correctly, without a dissenting voice, we voted for 
a bill proposed by my honorable friend who has 
just taken his seat, appropriating, I believe, up- 
wards of three millions of acres of land towards 
some object of importance in the limits of his State. 
There was nota dissenting voice to it. I did.not 
hear anybody dissent from it. A larger appropri- 
ation could not be mage for the whole District of 
Columbia, as a general thing, in any one year; so 
that I do not think it comes with avery good 
grace from my honorable friend to oppose this ap- 
propriation upon the ground which he does—that 
the representatives of the people, or of the States, 
are illiberal to the section of the country which he 
so ably represents. Mr. President, that certainly 
should not be an argument addressed to the Sen- 
ate. If he supposes that this is an extravagant 
appropriation; if he supposes that the amount is 
larger than is necessary for the purpose, l can un- 
derstand th@p the Senator would be obliged to vote 
against it. But he is not justified in going against 
it on the only ground which he has presented. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I regard this as part 
and parcel of a series of propositions tending to 
the wasting of the public money in this city; and 
whatever arguments may be adduced to me, Í in- 
tend to oppose this, and those. 

Now, sir,.the bill to which the Senator alludes 
gave not a single dollar, nor did it diminish the 
resources of your Treasury one cent, Of that the 
Senator is aware, if he knows anything about it. 
He knows that, in that bill, the price of the alter- 
nate reserved sections was raised to $2 50 an acre: 
that is, double the minimum price at which they 
are now sold. Not one dollar is lot to the Treas- 
ury by that bill. If, by yourlegislation, any sys- 
tem can be devised by which this work could be 
done as that railroad is proposed to be built, so 
that alternate sections in the possession of the 
Government would be doubled in price along the 
line of the water-works, | should most readily as- 
sent to it, and cheerfully vote for it. 

Sir, made no charge against the Senate of want 
of liberality. 1 referred, in general, to Congress; 
and I repeat what I said. There is not the smallest 
appropriation proposed for the West which is not 
resisted. The proposition providing for the open- 
ing of the Belize to the great cities of the West, 
and making an appropriation of $100,000 for that 
work, which is one of immense magnitude; the 
proposition for the clearing out of the rapids, a 
short distance above St. Louis, to that vast region | 
of country, and appropriating $100,000 for that 
work, is resisted and fought, as all appropriations 
for the West are resisted and fought. A propo- 
sition to make the smallest appropriation for a 
custom-house in Detroit—a city of immense im- 
portance, one of the greatest upon the lakes—is 
resisted by all the means which are known to 
legislative rules. - 

Mr. SLIDELL. Iam disposed to vote for an 
appropriation for the erection of water works in 
the city of Washington. I think there is a neces- 
sity for tbem. Any enterprise that will tend to 


| Washington sh «il be entitled to contract a loan payable at a 


j that will not, in the end, attain any good object. 


| lutely necessary for the health and comfort of the | 


| to sustain it. 


have. proposed the.city.of “Washington i: 
accept or reject thé. propositio reje 
work will stop, and I am wiling that it should be. 
stopped; and then, E think, next.year the people; 
| of the cities of Washington and Georgetown would 
| consent to it, and be prepared to-enter upon.so 
economical, and at.the same time; eficient pla 
supply water: I have no: doubt that that wi 
the effect of incorporating such a provision: ; 
| Mr. MASON. If this were an original question 
period not longer than twenty years, and shali before con- H as to the plan to be adopted for these water-works 
tracting for the toan, levy a special annual tax sufficient for {| and the appropriation to. be made for them, Ido not 
the payment of the interest and redemption of the Ioan at | know that I should sanction so. large an operas 
maturity, ihe proceeds of which tax shall be exclusively |; tion as:the plan which has been agreed upon, but 
appropriated to such purpose. ! I donot feel that the Government can now change 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | the policy which it entered upon some two years 
then is on the amendment to the amendment. | ago in reference to this subject, without incurring 
Mr. SHIELDS. If I heard the amendment of | a wasteful expenditure. I understand the history 


make it a more comfortable residence, and give 
greater security to the public property should be 
adopted. i have drawn up an amendment to the 
amendment, which will accomplish the object. It | 
is the same as, or one of a similar chafacter to, a 
proposition which was offered in the House. 


Provided, That the city of Washington shall contribute i 
concurrenily with the United States, a sum equal to one |; 
third of the total expenditure on the said work, and that for | 
the purpose of providing for such expenditure, the city of f 


i 
if 
i 
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j 
| 
i 
| 
i 
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the Senator from Louisiana aright, it proposes of the subject to be this: some two years ago 
that the city shall raise a certain sum, one third of || Congress appropriated $5,000 to enable the Pres- 
the amount which the work will cost, before this || ident to have the necessary surveys made, and to 
appropriation shall apply. Substentially itis that; || ascertain from what point and’ ‘at what. cost an 
or, in other words, it proposes a joint partnership | abundant supply of water could be secured to the 
between the General Government and the city. Į "city. The President employed certain officers of 
submit to the honorable Senator from Louisiana | the engineer corps to make the examinations. 
that it is not worth while, in this case, to adopt || Those examinations were made. The reports 
such a principle. ‘fhe Government has now com- || were made to the President. He submitted them 
menced this work. ft has made the first appro- || to Congress. They were upon various scales, 
«priation for it; a Government official has made the | proposing to bring water from various points, 
survey. It is now undertaken by the Govern- || One, I think proposed to bring it from the stream 
ment; and my humble opinion is, that if it is to |! which divides this city from. Georgetown--Rock 
be prosecuted and completed at all, it ought to be | Creek; another from the Potomac, at the Little 
by the Government in a way satisfactory to the |! Falls; and a third from the Potomac at the Great_ 
Government; and this joint partnership is a thing || Falls. The expenditure necessary to do it would 
l| be proportionate in each case. Congress referred 
l will say further, that what! regretabout these ‘ithe subject back to the President of the United 
things is this: I recollect, when this measure was | States with the reports, and left it at his discretion 
first brought forward, that I was at the he of |, to adopt that plan which he should think most ad- 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and }' visable and best, and appropriated $100,000 to 
I took a great interest in the matter. 1 was then || commence the work. The President exercising 
apprehensive that, after it was commenced, after i| the discretion vested in him, adopted the plan to 
we took the initiative, after we made an expendi- |; bring the water from the Great Falls upon the 
ture of money, we should abandon the work, as || statement which was laid before him, and which 
it seems we are about to do. I shall regret it very || had been before Congress. He has expended the 
much. It must be evident to every person that |! $100,000 to commence the work; and. now, it is 
water is necessary. for the health and comfort of || proposed to cutthis off. I readily agree with gen- 
this city. Whether the plan proposed is nota tlemen in saying that it seems a very large sum. 
little more expensive and extravagant than it might || of money to be appropriated in aid of the city.of 
i Washington, which honorable Senators say ought 
1 


to take care of itself, or at least contribute some- 
thing towards it; but, sir, the city of Washington, 


be, I am not prepared to say. I have not thor- 
oughly investigated that matter. Some gentlemen, | 
who seem to understand it better than I do, say || 
that it is rather au extravagant scheme, and that | we know very well, stands in a peculiar relation 
water might be supplied at a much cheaper rate, || to the other large cities of the country. It was 
But I am not prepared to enter into that. What ‘| planned and laid out, not by the people of Wash- 
l mean to say is, that if we conclude to go on :i ington, but by the Government of the United 
with the work, we aught to do it ourselves, |' States, and most extensively planned and laid out 
and not enter into a partnership with the city, for ,, for a city. The streets were made very large and 
after all we should be compelled to pay the one | wide. ‘There are large Government reservations 
third which we now endeavor to assess upon it. |) which cannotbe filled up. The jurisdiction of the 
It would come to that ultimately. We must either | city extends over these streets and reservations, 
do the work ourselves orabandon it; and, for one, | and their expenditures, therefore, are very largely 
as we have commenced it, andas I think it abso- |: increased, not by their own-act, but by the act of 
the Government. The Government property. is 
city as weil as of those who visit it, I am prepared | exempt from taxation; and it owns not only“the 
; ground on which its buildings are erected, but a 
Mr. SLIDELL. So far as the people of Wash- į largeamountreserved, In that condition of things 
ington are concerned, I think we are under no -the apparent jurisdiction of Washington extends 
greater obligation to supply them gratuitously ' over a large space over which they have no juris- 
with water than weare to supply them with bread, . diction in fact. It thus results that their taxation 
In reference to the necessities of the Government, : is inordinately increased in proportion to. the 
aod making provision for the national buildings, amount of property; and | think there is agreat 
and the convenience of the persons employed in `. deal due to the city of Washington aga considers 
the discharge of duties for the Government, I have | ation. But there is another thing to be considered. 
nothing to say against that; but I say very frankly, | Public men are brought here from all parts of the 
that if the alternative were presented to me, either | Union, and are now required to stay here nine or 
to abandon the work, or to carry it on at the | ten months in each alternate year in the discharge 
whole expense to the Government, l should vote: of their duties. Now, we know that nothing is 
for abandoning it. It is said that the plan pro- |! so necessary for comfort and health as an abund- 
posed is more extensive than it ought to be. |. ant supply of cold water; and I submit to honor- 
have no doubt, that if the city of Washington, ` able Senators, who are dispersed all over the city, 
in the first instance, had been willing to assume ` whether, in their respective quarters, they have 
the responsibility of this work, it would have re- - that abundant supply? 1, for one, in my experi- 
pudiated so enormous an expenditure. Jt wouid ' ence, live in a part of the city where the supply is 
have adopted a more economical plan, and, l think, |» much diminished; and I know another thing. I 
the effect of resisting this work now will be to; know that there are nuisances in this city netes- 
create a coöperation on the part of the cities of: sarily existing, which are confined to the surface 
Washington and Georgetown. | because, if they were sunk below the surface, the 
It has been said that the city of Washington | water which we drink would be polluted. As long 
has not been consulted about it; that the plan has | as we are in that condition, the health of the city 
been drawn up by a Government officer; and that ;; cannot be preserved. It is perfectly idle to pro- 
if we establish a partnership between the city and | pose to divide the expense. “The city of Wash- 
the Government, we shali have to meet all the ex- :; ington, with its present large debt—and itis large 
penses in the end. I cannot see that that will be || in proportion to its means-cannot supply one 


the building up of the city of Washington, and | 


the case. According to the amendment which 1| third or one fourth of thè amount of money neces- 


BE. 


sary. to bring the water in. _ I shall not detain the | 
Senate; but really it seems to me, whether Sen- 
ators considered it prudent or imprudent.at the 
commencement to sanction the thing, as we have 
already entered upon it, and expended $105,000, 
it would be bad economy now. to stop its = = 
Mr. BUTLER. | { have heretofore objected to 
this appropriation, thinking that primarily. the 
city of Washington, having a much greater in- 
terest in it, ought. to have moved in the matter; 
and it does seem to me very strange that a city of 
its magnitude, with its resources, and with ‘so 
many inducements as those which have been de- 
picted: here, should be so indifferent to its own 
interests as to be a metropolitan dependent on the 
public Treasury. Sir, [have every sympathy for | 
the people here, but they ought to set an example; ; 
and if we embark in this undertaking, and pay | 
money out of the public Treasury, what interest 
will they have to take care of it?. None at all. 
The repairs must be bestowed from our funds 
and, therefore, I say—-and I am going yery fa 
when 1 say so—I am perfectly willing to vote 
with the honorable Senator from Louisiana to in- 
corporate into this appropriation what will oper- | 
ate as a security upon the city authorities, that | 
they will have some interest, and will exercise 
some degree of diligence in relation to the matter. 
They ought to have. originated it, and not, like 
dependents, ask the public Treasury for every 
thing. There are clever men, men of talent, men ; 
of enterprise here, whose property is interested, 
and, if my friend from Virginia will allow me to 
say so, if the people of the city can put up with 
nuisances without moving to put them aside until 
we wash them out with water from the Potomac, 
I do not think they come forward with very good 
grace to Congress for the appropriation. Iam 
willing, however, to vote for the amendment of the : 
Senator from Louisiana. : 
Mr. HAMLIN. 
appropriation, but I want to add to it the amend- | 
ment offered by the Senator from Louisiana, that | 
this city and Georgetown shall contribute a por- ; 
tion of the fund. Whether the amount proposed : 
by the amendment of the Senator as the propor- | 
tion which they should contribute, is more or less | 
than would be right and equitable, I am not pre- | 
pared to say. But, sir, there is one other limita- | 
tion to which I invite the attention of the Senate. 
If I understand the reports in this case’, they pro- 
vide that the main aqueduct is to be nine feet in 
diameter. The Croton works have an aqueduct 
of but seven feet in diameter, and it supplies a 
population of more than half a million, perhaps 
three quarters of a million—a population probably 
greater than ever can inhabit this city. If I un- 
derstand it, it is now proposed to build an aque- 
duct here nine feet in diameter, which would 
compare with one of seven feet as forty-nine to 
eighty-one—almost twice as large—and the ex- 
penditure would be very nearly double, in conse- 
quence of the increase in the size. 
of water, the head which it would have, and the , 
force which it would exercise upon the aqueduct, | 
would necessarily require oneof very great strength ; 
to resist the power of the waterinit. I apprehend 
that the expenditure, in that portion of the work, | 
for an aqueduct nine feet in diameter would be a 
least double that for one of seven feet; and when || 
we reflect that so large a city as New York i 
Supplied, and amply supplied, by an aqueduct o 
only seven feet, I think we shall only do justice : 
if we restrict and limit this aqueduct to the same 
dimensions. I therefore offer a proviso to that. 
effect, which I hope my friendifrom Louisiana will ; 
accept as a part of the one which he has already `i 
offered. 
Mr. SLIDELL. 
mënt of a similar character to the one which 1; 
have offered. 


Ihave here another amend- || 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair | 
understand the Senator from Louisiana to modify | 
his amendment according to the suggestion of the | 
Senator from Maine? i | 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1am about to offer a substi- | 
tute for that amendment. The one which Í have | 
offered was drawn up very hastily by me since 
came into the Senate to-day. One has since been | 
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putinto my hand, Itis more artistically and care- |,iana, and when it would appear to be more proper 


fully drawn, but: on the same principle. I will | 
offer it as a substitute for the amendment. It is | 
súggested to me, however, that it would be better | 
to:-have the sense of the Senate taken separately | 


| friend. from. 


i| mittee. 


I feel disposed to vote for the j 


is in order, in order to test the sense of the Senate, 
| move to strike out ** one third,” and insert ‘* one |! 


The volume | 


upon the pro ‘osition which is suggested by my 
aine. I therefore “offer the follow- 


ing as a substitute for the amendment of the com- 


mittee: 


& For continuing the work of bringing water into the city 
of Washington, on the plan adopted by the President of the 
United States, in pursuance of the act of Congress of the 
3d of March, 1853, $500,000: Provided, That no part of the 
sum hereby appropriated shail be expetided until the corpo- 
rations of Washington and Georgetown, or either of them, 
shail appropriate and pay an amouat equal. to one third of 
the said sum for the said purpose; and full power and 
authority are hereby given to the said corporations respect- 
ively to raise by loan, or otherwise, any sum of money that 
may be necessary to enable them, or either of them, to make 
the appropriation herein required; and said corporations 
of Washington and Georgetown, and the inhabitants of said 
cities respectively, or the corporation making the appropri- 
ation, and the inhabitants of said city, shall be authorized 
to use the surplus water which may be brought by the 


tablishmentsin Washington, under such general rules and 
regulations as may hereafter be provided by Congress ; and 
each of said corporations shall have the right to charge 
and to collect on the inhabitants of the said city such rea- 
sonable tax or rents for the use of the water as will provide 
for the regular payment of the interest, and gradual pay- 
ment of the principal, of any money which may be raised 
under the authority hereby given. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. . The question 
now ig on the substitute offered by the Senator 
from Louisiana, for the amendment of the com- 


Mr. HUNTER. I shall agree entirely with 
the substitute, if, instead of one-third, the Senator 
will insert one-fourth, as the sum to be assessed | 
en the city. I believe if we should insert one 
fourth instead of one third, the two cities would | 


House, and we should be able to secure water, | 
w is certainly a great necessity in this city. 


bring water into the city that we are appropri- į 
ating it merely for the use of the city. 1 think ; 
the Government is deeply interested in it. We, 
who are brought here annually for the purpose | 
of legislating for the country, are interested in | 
havingwa supply of pure and wholesome water—a | 
plentiful supply for the uses of all who are in the | 
city. Weare interested, too, on account of the | 
public buildings; and for that reason I look with | 
more favor upon- an appropriation of this charac- | 


nently interested, than upon any others for the 
city. Ali the people of the Union, who are inter- 
ested in this Government, are interested in pro- 
viding it with the necessary means and facilities 
; to conduct its operations with comfort to the mem- 
bers of the two Houses. 1 would, therefore, if it 


} 


the Senator from Louisiana with all my heart. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair! 
will suggest to the Senator from Virginia, that | 


ing is an amendment to the amendment of 
committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then there is no way in! 
which we can test the sense of the Senate on my | 
proposition. i 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir. 


the | 


this proposition, and then the Senator from Vir- 
ginia can renew it with the modification he sug- 
gests. 

Mr. PRATT. TheSenator’s object can beob- ! 
tained by voting down this, or, if this is adopted | 
it can be amended. if 

Mr. HUNTER. {cannot offer an amendment || 
to it after it has been agreed to. In order to get). 
at my object, then, I shall have to vote against the | 
amendment of the Senator from Louisiana, with || 
the view of offering it again with “ one fourth’? | 
instead of ‘* one-third.” 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
from Virginia will make up his mind to sustain | 
the very wholesome amendment offered by the 
Senator from Louisiana, (for the difference be- 
tween one third and one fourth is not so great,) 
and especially when I had made up my mind to 
go for the amendment of the Senator from Louis- 


l trust the Senator: 


that each of the cities should give one third, and 
the Government-only one third. 1 believe the 
population of this city is about fifty thousand, 
and I apprehend the Government employees, from 


| 
| 


| 


Washington aqueduct, after supplying the Government es- |: 


coöperatie „cheerfully and heartily; we should ;' 
have the amendment carried through the other |; 


I do not think when we appropriate money to |’ 


: OF >- |: whole sum for the erection of this 
ter, in which, it seems to me, we are more emi- |; 


li 
i 


fourth;” and then I will go for the amendment of li 


that will not be in order. The proposition pend- 


the President down, would not number two thou- 
sand. - Bat I wish to call attention to the-fact that 
$2,319,000 have been appropriated for buildings 
in this city since 1850. 

Mr. HUNTER. If wecould geta general vote 
of the Senate for the propositton putting one third 
of the expense on the cities, I should prefer 
‘it as an amendment to the original proposition; 
fer I want something that we can carry; but I be- 
| believe one-fourth would be about the right thing, 
: and I believe the cities would go into that cheer- 
fully. Lhope, therefore, the Senator from Iowa 
willagree to making it one fourth, and then we 
will go together. 

Mr. PEARCE. I hope the Senate will not 
adopt the amendment of the Senator from Louis- 
ana. I will ask whatis the object of the liber- 
; ality af this"Government in the supply of a city 
like this with an abundance of pure and whole- 
some water? Every one knows that a great defi- 
ciency of water exists here, and that what we have 
s generally bad. All nations, I think, have ex- 
_ pended more judiciously the money which they 
have laid out for a supply of water, perhaps, than 
that which they have expended for anything else. 
I cannot conceive of the reasons which will jus- 
tify such a proposition as that of the Senator from 
i Louisiana. We want to supply water in the pub- 
: lie buildings for our own accommodation, and not 
for the accommodation of the city of Washing- 
ton. Sir, we are not making this magnificent ex- 
tension of the Capitol for the benefit of the city 
of Washington, It is for our own accommo- 
: dation, and for the honor of the country. This 
great nation would be disgraced by having build- 
ings mean, and not corresponding to its greatness 
; and power; and so it is with all the public build- 
: ings. Almost all the expenditures which the Sen- 
ator from Jowa has alluded to, are not made for 
the benefit of Washington at all, but for the credit 
of the Government, and the accommodation of the 
public officers. It seems strange that the city of 
Washington should be asked to take this burden 
upon itself. The supply of water is needed for 
the Government, for the protection and security 
of the public buildings, and the accommodation 
of the officers of the Government who are here. 
But it is very manifest that if you appropriate the 
@eeduct and 
the construction of the reservoir which may be 
necessary, there must still be a large expenditure 
entailed upon the city of Washington, which they 
: rnust bear themselves altogether. The Senate 
know how widely extended the city is; how much 
more ground it occupies than almost any city in 
the world, which has no greater population. It 
occupies more ground than the city of Boston. 
i That is a compact city, and the laying down of 
the pipes and necessary fixtures for taking the 
: water into the houses of that city cost $1,800,000. 
Now, can anybody suppose that the city of Wash- 
: ington could be watered for less? Surely not. 
And all that expenditure will be required of the 
city of Washington, even after the aqueduct has 
been constructed. That will be a very heavy 
xpense, and it will be for the benefit of every- 
body who resides here to get pure water. 

Why, then, should not the Government, which 
requires this supply of water for the use of its 
public buildings and their safety, construct the 
aqueduct itself, and leave it to the city to supply 
the means of distributing the water? It would be 
a work worthy of the Government then; and it 
would be disgraced by calling upon the poor city of 
Washington to bear a part of the expenses of the . 
aqueduct. This is not a wealthy city; it is not 
inhabited by capitalists; there is no trade to build 
up large fortunes. It is the creation of the Fed- 
eral Government; it has its existence dependent 
upon the Federal Government; and if the Federal 


i 
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| Government were to withdraw from it, it would 


languish. Those who live here are compelled, 


| from the nature of things, to change their resi- 


dences very frequently. The greater portion of 
those who are citizens of Washington are poor 
people, living from hand to mouth; and when you 
consider the immense expenditures of the city, I 
hardly think it is consistent with liberality, in car- 
rying on our great public works, to insist upon 
saddling on them any portion of the expenses of 
the aqueduct and reservoir. I hope the Senate 
will not agree to such a proposition’ at all; or if it 
is disposed to put any of the expenditure upon ` 
the city, then that it will at all events take the: 
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more reasonable proposition of the Senator from 
Virginia. : 

Mr. SLIDELL. Ithas been suggested to me 
that the amendment, in the form in which I of- 
fered it, simply imposes the obligation upon the 
city of Washington to contribute two thirds’ of 
the actual appropriation made by this bill. I have, 
therefore, modified my amendment by inserting in 
the proper place the words, ‘and agree to pay in 


like manner the same proportion in all future ap- | 


propriations.’’ 

Mr. COOPER. Thereis a good deal of justice 
in the remarks of the honorable Senator from 
Maryland; but, notwithstanding, I think that the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Louis- 
iana ought to be adopted. f admit that the United 
States ought to do all that is necessary in the way 
of appropriations for all purposes céM™ected with 
the public business and public wants of the Gov- 
ernment in this city. But the citizens ought todo 
something for themselves, and i think it would be 
better for them that they should know that they 
were compelled to rely upon their own resources. 
Now, as the Government is contributing thus 
largely to the comfort, and security, and health of 


the city, it is not at all unreasonable that the city | 
should be asked to aid, as far as the amendment | 
of the Senator from Louisiana proposes, in this | 
great work intended for its own convenience, as | 


well as for that of the Government. Appropria- 
tions are asked for by the city from year to year, 
and very exorbitant appropriations have been 
made, to such an extent that the people of the 
District begin to rely entirely upon Congress, and 
complain if Congress does not appropriate all the 


money which is necessary for their local purposes. | 
Now, sir, while Congress ought to do all that is | 


necessary for its own credit, for the erection of 
buildings consistent with its extent of territory, 
and its own greatness and power, it is no reason 
why the citizens, as the citizens of all other por- 


tions of the country do, should not contribute at | 
least a proportion of the money necessary to beau- | 


tify, adorn, and render convenient this great city | 


of the nation. 
Mr. RUSK. 
ment of the Senator from Louisiana. 


this expenditure is concerned. It would be a sort 
of indefinite partnership between the Government 
and the city of Washington; and { think the end 
of it would 


I shall vote against the amend- | 
I do not | 
think it would bea matter of economy, so far as 


be that the principal expenditure : 


would fall upon the Government, and perhaps the | 
difficulties that would grow out of this not very | 
well defined partnership would belarger. 1 think | 


the expense ought at once to fall upon the Gov- 
ernment. This city has none of the means that 


other cities have for the purpose of raising money | 
It is not a manu- | 


to make these improvements. 
facturing town; it is the seat of Government; and 
a large portion of its citizens are those who are 


employed by the Government to do the duties of | 


the different offices belonging to it; and as it is 
important to the health and comfort of the city, 
and to that of the employees of the Government, 
who number thousands, and ag it is a matter of 


necessity for the protection of the public prop- ; 
erty, I think we should at once go to the expense į; 


of erecting the water-works, and I shall therefore — 


vote against the amendment of the Senator from |, 


Louisiana. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I aminclined, for my part, to 


support something like the amendment offered by | 
the Senator from Louisiana; but there is one point : 


which, it seems to me, has escaped attention. The 
matter is treated in the course of debate very much 


asa matter of favor entirely to thecity. Itis, how- : 


ever, by a good many admitted that the Govern- 
ment has a very deep interest in the erection of 
these water-works, not only for the facilities which 


it would give to the transaction of public business, + 


but also for the security which it will afford to 
the public records. 


it ia treated by gentlemen as - 


if this were a favor entirely to the city; but I call : 
upon gentlemen of the Senate to reflect for one : 


moment upon the immense amount of public prop- 
erty owned within this city by the Government, 
not one particle of which is taxed to defray any 


portion of the expenses of the city—not one par- | 
This I un- |, 
| limits of the city. 


ticle of which is subject to taxation. 
derstand to be the case. All the public buildings 
here are relieved from taxation; all the public 
lands that are within the limits of the city, in the 
shape of lots, are also exempt from any descrip- 


——— 


| vectness of the statement. 


i city for the benefit of the city? 
him myself, he would readily reply, no, that itii 


tion of taxation, and the value of these amount to 
millions of dollars. Cast-up that item, if -you 
please, in your mind, and look back through 
the great number of years during which all this 
property has been here, and during which the 
city has gone on in the discharge of its: duty in 
all other respects, and yet has- not received into 
the Treasury one cent of revenue from taxation 
on this public property. Suppose that the. pro- 
portion which each individual pays, and has paid 
all the time, in the shape of taxation upon the 
property which he owns, were taken as the ratio, 
and applied to the public property—suppose you 
were to estimate what this Government would 
have paid if it had had to contribute the same 
proportion of taxation that the individual citizen 
has already paid; and then suppose you were to 
compare that with the sum now asked to be appro- 
priaied for a purpose not exclusively for the city, 
but also for the benefit, the protection, and the 
security of the public property here, and for 
further facilities in the transaction of the public 
business, what case would that present you with? 
Sir, I do not look upon the matter entirely and 


| exclusively as one that we are doing for the city, or 


as a matter that we have a right to draw ourselves 
back from entirely, in consequence of the fact that 
the city has someinterestinit. I cannot but think 
that the Government, which has so very large a por- 
tion of its public property here, property of sucha 
very great value exempt entirely from taxation, 
should take one of two courses—either contribute 
something towards its protection, its security, and 
its facilities, or else subject the public property to 


| its share of taxation; so that that tax thight go in 
This Capitol | 


aid of these necessary objects. 
alone has cost millions of dollars; the President’s 
House has cast immense amounts—how much [ 
cannot say, for I have never seen an estimate 
made upon this point. Then there are your State, 
your Treasury, your War, your Navy, your In- 
terior, and your Patent Office buildings. 
have vast numbers of buildings all through the 
city. You have large amounts of landed property, 
and none of it pays anything at all in the shape of 
taxation into the city treasury. I imagine that it 
would be falling short of the mark to say that 
within the limits of this city there are $20,000,000 
worth of public property. 

Then, sir, these twenty millions pay no tax 
whatever to contribute anything towards embel- 
lishing or improving the city, or towards throw- 


ing around it those guards and that protection || 


which, unquestionably, every city is compelled 
to maintain. 

Now, my honorable friend from Iowa, [Mr. 
Dopax,] for whose judgment I always have the 


highest regard, and in whose integrity I have the | 


most implicit confidence, as well as whose gene- 
rosity l am always prepared to expect, and know 
I shall find, a full and fair amount, alludes to the 
sum which, since 1850, has been expended by the 
Government within thelimits of this city. ‘here 
have been expended $2,500,000 or $3,000,000. 
As he asserts it, I have no doubt of the cor- 
But how have they 
been expended. Were they expended in this 
If 1 should ask 


was not expended for the benefit of the city, but 


You | 


| 
f 


ernment in its : uildings, thën every. individi 
in the city, who builds a house or performs 
slightestact that leads to.an egpedditure of money, 


exists on the part of the éity towards him; and 
you therefore announce an amountiof obligation 
that renders the whole argumentan: absurdity to 
me, - It seems to me that is clear: beyond all con- 
tradiction. a BESEDE es 
The simple question then would-be, what is the 
equitable proportion for thecity topay” Andif.yott 
desire to arrive at strict equity, go back. and -esti- 
mate from the beginning the amount of ‘money: 
which you should have paid, if-yow had paid tax- 
ation on your property in the proportion that 
each citizen has done.. What would it havet- 
cumulated to, if you had paid the same tax, 
through all the time that has passed, upon: the 
Governmnnt property? Would it be $500,000? 
I imagine, sir, it would bè very far above the 
whole appropriation that is now proposed. ‘Still 
I am inclined to support the view and principle, 
adopted in the amendment of the Senator from 
Louisiana, with a slight exception... I should pre- * 
fer the proposition suggested by the chairman of 
the Finance Committee, to makethe amount con-. 
tributed by the city one fourth instead: of-one 
third; and therefore I shall vote against theamend- 
ment of the Senator from Louisiana, in anticipa>: 
tion of the Senator from Virginia: offering the 
proposition in its modified form. FANE 
Mr. MALLORY. The amendment ofthe 
Committee on Finance is based upon the presump- 
tion that the entire work will cost $2,500,000, and 
that it will take five years to complete it. ‘The 
: discussion thus far seems to assume the necessity 
of the work, and no dispute exists as to whether 
it shall be completed or not; but the dispute simply 
is as to the proportion which the city of Wash- 
ington shall bear in its completion, or whether it 
shall bear any portion of it at all. The proposi 
tion of the Senator from Louisiana is, that that, 
proportion shall be one third of the whole: 
amount, which would be $833,333, distributed, 
through five years; or, in other words, the city of 
Washington, by that proposition, would be called: 
upon to contribute $166,666 perannum. Asagen- 
eral proposition relative to Government. improve-. 


|| ments here, the Government has always been 


bound, and always will be bound to make its pùb- 


‘lic improvements which are connected with the 


;, Property. 


for the erection of public buildings, and other | 


matters in this city that were material, and abso- 
lutely necessary for the transaction of the public 
business, and the protection of the public prop- 
erty, If, onthe contrary, we were to charge each 
of these expenditures as an obligation conferred 
on the city, why, then, this city is under a load 


pended a dollar on his own account. 
I cannot hel 


of the public, are matters that carry with them 
no obligation upon the city itself, although it may 
be an incidental benefit to the city in that it gives 


employment to a population which has come | . i 
‘| between one quarter and one third the entire ex- 


here, and consequently wields the amount of bus- 
iness done by those transacting business in the 
If the Government being here 


but look at it, then, that the ex- | 
penditures made in this city, and for the interest |. 
‘| could be taken to-day, that common sense would 


‘| of obligation which no one has seemed heretofore |: 
to estimate, becausethe very same declaration and | 
extent of obligation must. exist towards each in- | 
dividual citizen within the city who has ever ex- | 


i 
i 
l 
l 
l 
j 
! 


| 
i 


i 


j 
i 


i result alone of the public improvements here. 


‘administration of its own affairs. The providing 


of water here is of a mixed character, however,an 

is much more wanted by the city, with its large 
population, than by those connected with the Gov- 
ernment; and no good reason can be given why 
the city should not bear partof theexpense. As 
a general rule, it is better for the healthful admin- 
; istration of justice here; it is better in every point 


|: of view, that the city itself should always ‘be 


i made to bear a fair proportion of the public exi: 


|| penditures of this mixed character. 


| What is the effect of every public expenditure 
‘here? It is to increase the value of all the city 
There is no city in the Union whose 


i city property has gone on increasing with such 


It is the 
Tf 
you examine the city rents, and the value of the 
real estate through the course of five years, you 
will find that it is the immediate result of these 
‘improvements. Will not that go on increasing 


rapidity as in the city of Washington. 


' by the adoption of this improvement? “Has there 


_ ever been any public work here which has caused 


: a greater influence over the value of private prop~ 


; erty and taxable property than such a provision 
as this will cause? Certainly not. 

Then, on looking at this thing, we ought to eal- 
culate its effect upon private property. Its effect 
upon the Government itself is comparatively tri- 
fling, in comparison with the increasing value of 
the private property of the city. The city ought - 
to bear a portion of the expenses, and I have no 
doubt that if the common sense of the community 


dictate that they should—and they really would— 
shoulder a portion of the burden for an improve- 
ment of this immense character. The difference 


if penditure of $2,500,000 will be $208,000 to the 


|i city; and that, distributed through five years, will 


is a benefit to the city, and the city is therefore || be a very small proportion. I shall, therefore, in 


under obligation to the Government for the amount || the first place, vote for the 
of money which may be expended by the Gov- |i ator from Louisiana. 


proposition of the Sen- 


becomes: a publie benefactor; and. an-obligation a 
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Mr. BENJAMIN. Ithinktherearesomecon- 
siderations which have been overlocked in the dis- 
eussion of this fatter, and to which I wish to call 
the attention of the Senate. Weought, Mr. Pres- 
ident, in examining the question as to the obliga- 
tion and. duty of the General Government towards 
this city—to look back a little to the history of its 
origin. Itis well known that when the General 
Government was formed, it was thought expe- 
dient that the seat of Government should not be 
in any State—that the Government of the United 
States should build up this city for its seat of gov- 
ernment; and consequently this District, ten miles | 
square, was chosen, and the site selected where 
there then existed, | believe, nota single dwelling. 
The Government was established here, and per- 
sons were drawn around it whose sole occupation 
isin ministering to and supplying the wants of 
those engaged in the administration of the Govern- 
‘ment. The city, as has been well said by one of 
the Senators who has already spoken on the sub- 
ject, was laid out ona scale not adapted to the 
‘wants of the small population included in its lim- 

` its, but upon a scale commensurate with the anti- 
cipation of the future greatness of the country. 
We have, therefore, in this city wide avenues, 
large public squares, numerous points where no 
buildings can be found, which are mere ornaments | 
to the city, and triangular spaces at the intersec- | 
tion of almost every avenue with every street in 
the city. i 

Over these wide spaces, the corporation of 
Washington is obliged to spend its care,and keep 
the city in order, by paving and lighting, and 
guarding, by all the expenses incident to a muni- 
cipal corporation, Of what classes is the popula- 
tion of the city composed? Itis not composed of | 
commercial classes any further than you can call 
commercial classes the shopkeepers who keep | 
shops to supply the wants of the officers of the 
Government and the members of Congress. It is | 
not a manufacturing city. It derives no profit į 
from agriculture. Itisnota great market for any 
product whatever. The population of Washing- | 
ton, irrespective of the public officers, is then com- i 
posed almost exclusively of those engaged in sup- 
plying the wants of the public officersand members 
of Congress, and a few inhabitants of fortune who 
choose it as a place of agreeable residence. 

It is perfectly obvious that, under these circum- 
stances, any expensive scheme for bringing water | 
into the city, anything that will involve a large 
expenditure, is utterly beyond the means of the 
inhabitants. It is, however, said that, although 
the Government has established this city, and re- 
quires an aqueduct for the supply of water for 
its own purposes, and for the public offices, yet | 
the corporation ought to contribute a part to the! 
expense, because the people who live here will t 
require a portion of this water for their own com- | 
fort, health, and convenience. But, in reply to; 
that, it has been well-stated by the Senator from | 
Maryland, (Mr. Pearce,] that the corporation || 
of this city, from the very cirenmstances of the | 
case, will be compelled to contribute towards ii 
the work for supplying the city with water, and | 
the expenditure which he has calculated as that i 
which has been incurred in the city of Boston, || 
will be something like $1,800,000. He thinks | 
this enormous amount will be required, because |; 
the plaa on which the city has been laid out has 
been such as to scatter the population over a much | 
larger space than would otherwise be required for | 
that population. Flere, then, the city is taxed || 
for the convenience of the General Government |} 
with a very large sum of money, in addition to || 
what it would have been subjected to, if it had not | 
been laid out on such a scale and for such a pur- | 


ose. : 
$ But this is the consideration to which I wish to | 
draw the attention of the Senate: Washington is] 
supported by the expenditures of the General Gov- | 
ernment and of the offjcers of the General Govern- || 
ment. Take them away, and to-morrow there: 
will be no city here. Now, sir, if the General Gov- ʻi 
ernment imposes upon the corporation one third | 
or one fourth of the prime cost of these water- | 
works, and levies a tax upon the citizens of Wash- | 
ington to make up that sum, where will the bur- į 
den of that tax fall? {wish yoa to consider that. | 
If the Janded proprietors, if those who own real; 
estate about Washington are subjected to an addi- :i 


tional tax for a purpose of this kind, everybody | 
knows, that, according to all the rules of political ! 


economy, they will seek to increase the rent of 
their property to enable them to bear the increased 
burden. From whom will that increased rental 
come? It will come from members of Congress 
who hire houses; it will come from yoursecretaries, 
your clerks, the officers of your Army and Navy, 
who are obliged to remain in Washington in the 
discharge of their official duties; or, in other words, 
the’result of making the corporation of Washing- 
ton pay this contribution, will be, in the end, to 
tax the already inadequate salaries of the public 
officers of this Government. We, therefore, by 
doing that shall throw the burden off the Treasury 
of the United States, to which the contribution is 
made by the whole people of the United States; 
we should throw the burden off that Government 
which it was originally intended, under the Con- 
stitution, should build and sustain a city here, 
and throw the proportion of it which we now 
endeavor to put upon the citizens of Washington, 
in point of fact, upon the members of Congress 
who meet here for the time being, and the public 
officers who reside in the city. 

I see no justice or propriety in this. 1 think it 
will result in nothing, It appears to me that the 
large works required by the Government ought to 
be built at the Government expense; and when we 


consider,as 1 have already said, that after. this jį 


heavy sum for the construction of the aqueduct shall 
have been expended, that then a further heavy sum 
will be required of the corporation of Washing- 


ton far beyond their means at present, for distrib- | 


uting the water, we shall find that, although the 
Government should consent to pay the whole cost 
of this improvement now, yet that some six, or 
eight, or ten years would elapse before the city 
would be su 
cause even thea the corporation will not have the 
means of extending the pipes all over the city. 
Let us leave them, therefore, their resources for 
that purpose. ft is equally essential with the 
construction of the main aqueduct. Then we 


shall, in some reasonable time, construct an aque- į 


duct to supply the city with water—to suppy the 
public buildings as weil as the citizens themselves, 
I shall, therefore, vote against the amendment of 
my colleague. 

Mr. CASS. I shall vote against the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Louisiana, for the reasons 
given by the Senator from Virginia—believing that 
the amount which the Senator from Virginia pro- 
poses will be sufficient to assess on the city. | 
shall still further vote for the amendment of the 
Senator from Maine, reducing the aqueduct from 
nine to seven feet in diameter, which I consider 
sufficient for this city, or any city. That, I un- 
derstand the Senator from Maine, in his estimate, 
would reduce the expense nearly one half; and, 
therefore, bring it down to a sum within the reach 
of the corporation, and would make it not an ex- 
travagant sum for the Government, considering 
the great object to be obtained. 

Mr. WELEER called for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. Sripen’s substitute; and they were ordered; 
and, being taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 30; as 
follows. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Butler, Cooper, 
Dodge of lowa, Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Hamlin, James, 
Jones of Towa, Mallory, Sebastian, Slidell, ‘Phouspson of 
Kentucky, ‘Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, ‘oucey, 
Wade, Walker and Weller—20. 

NAYS- M Allen, Badger, Bayard, BeH, Benjamin, 
Bright, Brodhea 
Wisconsin, Douglas, Fessenden, I 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Junes 


af T 


Ie: 


art—30, 

So it was rejected. 

Mr. HUNTER. {now renew theamendment 
which has just been rejected, but substituting 
“one fourth” instead of ‘one third.” 

Mr. CASS called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, Is the question divisible? 
I wish to have a separate vote on the proviso re- 
ducing the size of the aqueduct to seven feet diam- 
eter. 

ThePRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state that that is not now part of the amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I voted in committee to put 
this amendmenton the bill as it is, that is, to make 
the water free, and I can find reasons full and am- 
ple to justify that course. Lam willing, however, 
to vote for the amendment now offered by the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia, provided it is likely 
to insure the passage of the appropriation in the 


plied with water in all its parts; be- | 


\ 


| District of Columbia, 


other House. Nevertheless, I look upon it as un- 
necessary, for ] have no doubt that, if we should 
divide the tax in this way, the Government pay- 
ing three fourths, and the citizens ove fourth, the 
first Congress which meet after the water-worke 
aré in operation would release to the citizens the 
amount paid by them, and our officers would have 
to undergo the trouble and expense of making the 
calculations, and refunding the money. I appre- 
hend there is not a Senator here now who doubts 
that. The effect, therefore, will be, that we shall 
enter into this partnership, we shall require the 
citizens here to advance one fourth the expense, 
and the first Congress which meets after the water- 
works are built and in operation, will refund the 
money. Though I know this will be the effect, I 
shall vote for the amendment to the amendment 
now, if theMenator insists upon it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I shall vote, 
if { vote at all, in favor of this amendment, on 
the same ground on which the Senator from Indi- 
ana announces, that he will act. 1 not only 
think it unnecessary to put this tax on the citizens, 
but I regard it as unjust. This aqueduct, worthy 
of the capital of this great nation, was com- 
menced by the Government proprio motu, not at 
the instance, or pressure, or demand of the citi- 
zens of Washington. It was for our benefit; it 
was for the benefit of the Government; and now, 
after we have started the work and expended over 


| $100,000 upon it, we ask the citizens here to pay 


one fourth. I think it would be very unjust; but 
I suppose that the motive of the honorable mover 
of this proposition is to secure the passage of the 
original amendment in the other House, and on 
that ground, like the Senator from Indiana, I 
shall acquiesce in it. 

Mr, ADAMS. Mr. President, I voted for the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Lou- 
isiana, [Mr. SLDELL,] requiring the citizens of 
this city andof Georgetown, to pay one third the 
expenses of this work, notthat they were interested 
to the amount of one third, but that the whole 
thing is for their benefit. The Government has 
no interest whateverin it. Itis for the District of 
Columbia, disguise it as you will, that you are 
taxing your constituents millions upon millions. 
It is for the convenience of the citizens of the 
When it isgproposed to 
reduce the amount which they shall contribute to 
one fourth, I will not vote for that excuse, for itis 
nothing else. 

Sir, Senators upon different sides of the House 
say that the work has commenced, and we must, 
therefore, complete it. Why, sir, have you not 
heard that song upon every extravagant appropri- 
ation which bas been asked of Congress? They 
first come forward, and, as an entering wedge, 


ask for a very small appropriation.. In this in- 


stance five thousand dollars was asked for a sur- 
vey. The very moment five thousand dollars or 
one thousand dollars, or one dollar is obtained, 
the work is commenced, and the cry is raised, 
“ We must go on with it.” Every Senator who 
has spoken onthe subject admits that the plan 
now adopted is extravagant and unnecessary; and 
yet itis said because we have commenced it we 
mustcontinue. That, sir, has been the song of 
every extravagant appropriation which has been 
asked from Congress from the foundation of the 


l; Government down to the presenttime, and I have 
: Cass, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Dodge of j: 
, Poot, Geyer, Gwin, |: 
ve, Mason, j 
| Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Shields, and Siu- | 


lost panience with it. 

There is but one mode by which it car be 
stopped; and that is, whenever it is ascertained, 
to the satisfaction of Congress, that appropriations 
which have been made are being extravagantly 
used, to stop the work at once, however important 
it may be. 1 would stop it if it were within one 
hundred dollars of completion, if Í found that those 
interested—for I say that, in my judgment, th 
Government is not interested in this case—were 
unnecessarily expending the money. 

I shall vote against the amend ment to the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Virginia. If 
this Government desire to appropriate this money 
for the purpose of water-works in this District, 
let it be as water was intended to be—free of 
charge. Tax your constituents openly for the 
convenience of the District of Columbia, gnd learn 
the people of the District that they are not to rely 


have some property here, and therefore none of 
their internal police is to cost them anything. 
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They are not to be content, as your constituents 
or mine would be with good pump welison every 
square in the city furnished to. their. hand; but 

our constituents and mine must be taxed millions | 
of dollars for the convenience of the District of 
Columbia. This is the effect of it. 1 shall vote 
against the amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD.. It seems to me, sir, that 
my friend from Virginia, and other Senators, are 
yielding the question alittle too soon. A majority 
of the Senate is decidedly in favor of the appro- 
priation reported from the Committee on Finance, 
of $500,000, to continue this work, to give water 
free. Although f voted against the commerftement 
of the work originally, L am for proceeding with 
it for the reasons indicated by the Senator from 
Michigan. Idq not-like this idea of apartnership. 
I do not think it proper for this great Government 
to enter into a partnership with any city or town 
corporation. If we are going to give the citizens 
here water, let us do it upon a pretty large and 
magnificent scale. In making large buildings in 
the city of Washington, we gratify a reasonable 
and just pride of the American people; and | am 
in favor of it, as we can do it constitutionally, and 
at the same time get rid of some money in the 
Treasury, which is lying idle, and which some 
gentlemen seem to be so anxious to dispose of. I 
am, therefore, opposed to this amendment of the 
Senator from Virginia, and hope that we shall not 


yield the original proposition, unless we find that į 


the House of Representatives are inflexible. For 
my part, [ wish to give them another chance. 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, 1 think my 
honorable friend from Delaware [Mr. CLAYTON] 
labors under somewhat of a mistake, when he 
says that this work was commenced without any 
application from the citizens of the cities of the 
District. Iam not quite sure that they ever pre- 
sented any formalapplication to Congress, though 
I think they did, for the appropriation to introduce 
water into the District. iam sure, however, that 
there are very few Senators on this floor who have 
not been frequently beset within the last three or 
four years, to exert their influence in order to 
bring about this very thing. 

Sir, L voted for the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Louisiana, and I shall vote for the 
amendment now proposed by the Senator from 
Virginia, I apprehend none of the difficulties 
about corporations and partnerships which my 
worthy friend and colleague (Mr. Bropurap] sees 
in this amendment. There is no such thing as a 
partnership designed or created by the amend- 
ment. It merely proposes that, for the construc- 
tion of this work, the cities of Washington and 
Georgetown shall appropriate one fourth part of 
the expense necessary. 

Now, sir, I think it would be better that these 
people should know that they must rely, to some 
extent, on their own resources, and not look to 
the Federal Government for everything. 1 can- 
not agree that it was ever designed by those who 
located the Government at this place, that it was 
to be built up into a national city, in contradistine- 
tion to an ordinary municipal city. It was to be 
the seat of Government; butit was not to change 


in that respect the relations of those dwelling in | 


it to the municipality. They were to live upon 
their labor as the people of other cities. 


there are hundreds of cities and towns that would 


be willing to take the incidental advantages de- | 
rived from the establishment of the seat of Gov- | 


ernment in their midst without asking for every- 


thing at the hands of the Federal Government, | 


in addition to those incidental advantages, which 
are very large. i 
My worthy friend, the distinguished Senator 
from Louisiana, (Mr. Bensamry,] seems to appre- 
hend that, if we impose this burden upon the 
cities of the District, it will come back upon us. 
I cannot agree with him. I admit that those who 


come here, either temporarily as visitors, or to | 


remain herein the discharge of their official duties, | 
will have to pay heavily and largely, but I think 

that already the people here measure the means of ; 
members of Congress and every body else pretty 
well, and they come up just to the standard that 
they can pay. It will not, therefore, increase the 
expenses at all. I think that the Government of | 
the United States is going beyond its appropriate | 
sphere when it undertakes to do everything of a 

police and municipal kind for the inhabitants of 


As was | 
remarked this morning by the Senator from Iowa, į 


any particular city. There is no reason’ for it.’ 
There is no right in it, whatever plausible arga- 
ments may be made about it. : 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, I am 
quite sure that this appropriation is to pass, and | 
presume without any amendment of any sort or 
kind; but Í wish to call the attention of the Senate 
to some of the future difficulties and expenses.that 
will attend it. First, I wish to inquire of the hon-. 
orable Senator from Maryland whether the Great 
Falls of the Potomac are not in the neighboring 
State of Maryland, some ten or fifteen miles from 
this city? 

Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. If 1 remember aright, 
when the first appropriation of $5,000 was made, 
it attracted no attention whatever. That was the 
entering wedge of this large expenditure. It com- 
menced just precisely as that internal improvement 
system which fell under General Jackson’s veto; 
first commenced upon every harbor, and every 
river, and every lake shore in the United States. 
First, the parties would make interest with the 
topographical bureau to get a survey; or they 
would come to Congress and ask for an appropri- 
ation of so small an amount as not to attract at- 
tention, and get the topographical corps to make 
a survey. Upon that, a claim wouid be based 
for appropriations of thousands,and perhaps mil- 
lions of dollars. So, in this case, the original ap- 
propriation of $5,000, for the purpose of a survey, 
attracted no attention, and created no debate; but | 
when it was proposed to appropriate $100,000, I 
think the yeas and nays were called; it passed in 
a very great hurry, and under the same pressure 
by which we are now surrounded. No consider- 
ation was given toit. The millions which it was 
to involve were not thought of; and because that 
appropriation was made, we are now asked to 
continue the work. 

But the object of my rising at this time was to 
make this statement. { learn, not from an inspec- 
tion of the petitions, but from a. Senator on this 
floor, that already the citizens of Maryland are 
petitioning Congress for damages which have 
inured to their property, because of the construc- 
tion of this work, so far as ithas proceeded. One 
of them was laid upon our table this morning, 
and I now hold it in my hand. The Senator from 
Indiana, (Mr. Brreur,] who is an advocate and 
supporter of this appropriation, knows that, upon 
Pennsylvania avenue, between this and George- 
town, for the grading of which we have made a 
large appropriation, there 1s a very considerable 
number of applicants urgently pressing him and 
other Senators for payment for damages which 
have been done their property, because of the 
grading upon the avenue. I believe the petitions 
have been referred to my friend from Indiana, as 
a member of the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. He is cognizant of the fact that, in 
the opinion of the Attorney General, large claims 
are justly due against this Governmenton account 
of the damages done to the property by the grad- 
ing of Pennsylvania avenué between this and 
Georgetown. If this be the fact, | undertake to 
say we shall have claims ad infinitum, from | 
Georgetown to the Great Falls, for damages done | 
by this work. | 

Again, I understand that the people along the į 
route raise a question of constitutional power, | 
and deny the right of the Legislature of Mary- | 
land to pass the act which they did pass, allow- | 
ing us to tap the Potomac at the Great Falls. 
They assert that nothing but a convention of the | 
people could confer power on the Legislature to 
enable them to pass such an act. 

But whether this be so or not, Mr. President, 
this is the entering wedge of an amount of ex- | 
penditure which will fall but little short of that | 
which has attended the establishment of the mag- | 
nificent water-works in New York city. Here 
we are told that, because of the property of the | 
Government, we should not contribute a portion, 
but pay the entire expense of the water-works, as 
we have paid forthe grading of the avenues, for | 
construction of the city hall, for court-houses, 
and everything else in this city. And why? Be- 
cause, forsooth, we own the Capitol and the build- 
ings for the Departments. Do we not own cus- | 
tom-houses and a vast amount of other property 
in New York and Philadelphia free from taxa- 
tion, and yet have we heard of any claim from | 
those cities or anywhere else for large appropria-? 


tions becausé:our property, is located there? No; 
sir; they thank us for placing: 2 Philadel: 
phia fights New York whenev is proposed’ to: 
give her such a boon as a Mint: Butneither of: — 
them comes here to ask us to contribute towards 
the erection of water-works for theif cities: *:°® 

But, Mr. President, if that argument. be good, 
ask you what can you say when we come here. 
and demand an appropriation for harbors, not-for: 
speculation, but for refuge, which have been: par-: 
ually completed, upon those great. inland seasy: 
where the lives of our people. are exposed to-the 
tempests and waves? What will many. of the 
peculiar friends of this appropriation say ‘then? 
Many, perhaps, go for this because of its’ prox»: 
imity to the Old Dominion, and the advantages 
which will inure from it to ‘this section: of: the 
country. They tell us that we have the constitu- 
tional power to go on with this vast expenditure 
of money; but they will fight to the death an ap- 
propriation, though the work may be half. done, 
or three fourths done, for a harbor of refuge at 
Sheboygan or elsewhere on the most stormy inland 
seas, where human life is exposed to such immi- 
nent perils, Where, sir, is the man, woman, or 
child, that has died for want of water in Wash- 
ington or Georgetown? Hundreds of your neigh- 
bors and friends, Mr. President, [Mr. Sroa RT in 
the chair,] and mine have found watery: grave-on 
these inland seas. Our harbors are uncompleted, 
and we are now struggling to get through a bill 
to preserve their lives. This is the difference be- 
tween the two cases. í 

I know we are beset here by the people of the 
District for this appropriation: it is urged and 
pressed by them. : Towards them I have none 
other than the kindest feelings, and am ready to 
contribute the fair proportion of the Government 
to this work; but{ do not think it is proper to re- 
quire us to pay the whole cost, and to let them 
have the water for nothing. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I rise to say 
to the friends of the District of Columbia that 
they had better accept the amendment offered. b 
the honorable Senator from Virginia; for } thin! 
a very fair statement of the proposition would at 
once show that, if by an appropriation of 
$3,000,000, we bring water into the city of Wash- 
ington, and thereby enhance the price of land and 
real estate twenty-five per cent., or fifty per cent. 
or one hundred per cent, those who receive this 
bounty by the enhancement of the value of their 
property, are in justice bound to make some con- 
tribution towards it. Are we to be a bountiful 
dispenser of the public money for their benefit? 

I know, sir, that we are under very strong ob- 
ligations to take charge of our public buildings, 
and, perhaps, we have an interest in bringing 
water into this city, but nothing like the interest 
of those who are at our doors asking for the ap- 
propriation. If the city of Washington had-not 
been built up by rapid settlement-respectable 
settlers, I grant—there would have been water 
enough for all the purposes of the public, without 
the erection of these water works. But, sir, if 
weare to bestow this money by way of bounty to 
bring gold in the form of water upon the lands of 
the proprietors hege, itis nothing but right that 
they should contribute a proportion of the ex- 
pense, and a larger proportion than one fourth; 
but I will go for that proposition; and if gentle- 
men are disposed to pass this appropriation in 
good faith, they can, by my consent, do it in no 
other way. : 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
Mr. Hunrer’s amendment to the amendment, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Alten, Bell, Bright, Butler, Cass, Clay, 
Cooper, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Gillette, 
Gwin, Hamlin, Hunter, James, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, 
Mallory, Mason, Slidell, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, 
| Thomson of New Jersey, Toncey, Wade, and Wetler—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Bayard, Benjamin, 
Brodhead, Chase, Clayton, Dawson, Fessenden, Foot, 
Geyer, Houston, Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, 
Shields, Stuart, and Walker—19. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I now renew the motion fur- 
ther to. amend the amendment, by adding to it— 


And, provided further, That the main aqueduct-shall 


not be more than seven feet in diameter. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I merely wish to say that, 
by the report in relation to this aqueduct, it ap- 
pears that the difference in cost between a seven 
and nine feet aqueduct, is only. $380,000. The 
reason of that is, that the general estimate for the 
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whole work comprehends, notalone the aqueduct, | 
but the basins syl all the other portions of the 
work. The difference in supply will be thirty 
millions of gallons. | 

Mr. PRATT. k willbe one half. i 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Yes, sir, { believe it will! 
be over thirty millions of gallons; for a seven 
feet aqueduct would supply about thirty-one 
millions of gallons, and a nine feet aqueduct: 
sixty-seven millions, The difference is thirty-six | 
millions of gallons; while the difference of cost is | 
only $380,000. It appears to me that this simple ; 
statement is sufficient to satisfy Senators that i! 
therë is no necessity for this amendment, and that || 
it will be a very injurious one, indeed. 

Mr. JAMES. I would ask the honorable Sena- | 
tor, what is the necessity for anine feet aqueduct? 
It is well known, that the aqueduct which leads | 
the water into New York city is but seven feet 
in diameter, and the fall there is very much less | 
than it is from the Great Falls of the Potomac to | 
this city; and there is water enough brought i 
through that aqueduct to supply two millions of | 
inhabitants. Now, if there is any necessity | 
for an aqueduct giving twice that amount of : 
water, I should like some Senator to say so. I: 
am willing to vote for it if there be any necessity || 
for it; but not otherwise. i 

Mr. PRATT. In the first place, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I doubt the power of Congress to alter the! 
plan which has been adopted. ‘l'his water is to | 
be taken from the State of Maryland. ‘The ori- | 
ginal appropriation required the assent of Mary- || 
land antecedent to the commencement of the work |} 
by which the water was to be taken. ‘The act of | 
the Legislature of Maryland giving that assent || 
recites that: j 

Whereas, The Congress of the United States have 
appropriated the sum of $100,000 for the purpose of sup- 
plying the city of Washington with water, upon such plan 
as the President of the United States may approve.” a 


The preamble continues, and then the first sec- |; 
tion is: i| 

“Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland, i 
That ifthe plan adopted by the President of the United 
States for supplying the eity of Washington with water, | 
should require the said water to be drawn from any source | 
within the limits ofthis State, consent is hereby given,” &e, 

So the Senate will perceive that the assent of 
Maryland to the taking of the water from within 
her limits, was given exclusively upon the condi- | 
tion that it should be taken upon the plan adopted | 
by the President of the United States. Now, itis | 
known to every one who has looked at the report | 
of the engineer who made the surveys for this | 
work, that the President has adopted ‘a plan by 
which the aqueduct is to be of nine feet diameter. | 

In addition to this, the Senator from Louisiana 
[Mr. Buxsamin] has shown the Senate, by figures | 
furnished by the engineer, (than whom l venture 
to say, notwithstanding the sugeestians thrown 
out that there may be a mistake in his estimate, | 
there is not one more skilled in the country, ) that | 
a nine feet aqueduct will give double the supply of | 
water which a seven feet nqueduct will give, while | 
the additional cost of the nine feet aqueduct will | 
be only $380,000. : 

When, therefore, 1 look to the consent of Mary- i 
land, given upon the hypothesis that the nine feet : 
aqueduct was to be the one adopted, (because the | 
assent was given oncondition taat the plan adopted | 
by the President should be the one on which this! 
work should be carried on,) and to the fact that | 
the only increase of expense will ‘be $380,000, 1 | 
can see no reason for the adoption of the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
Hanuin.] 

_Mr. President, the part of the District of Colum 
bia now owned by the Federal Government was 
ceded by the State of Maryland. Her great object | 
In passing the law authorizing you to take the. 
property of her citizens for the purpose of bringing 
water to the District, wes, not that the individual 
citizens of the District of Columbia should be 
supplied with waiter, but that this city, built upon - 
the territory which she had conveyed to the United | 
States, should be worthy of the important object | 
for which it was designed, 

But, sir, the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr 
James] tells us that an aqueduct of seven feet 
diameter would be sufficient, and that the aque- 
duct at New York is but seven feet in diameter. 
Does that Senator know that during the present i 
summer there is nota single one of the fountains i 


i 
i 
} 
} 


in the city of New York havinga sufficient supply 
of water to play? 

Mr. JAMES. Allow me to say to the honor- 
able Senator that that grows out of the want of a 
sufficient supply of water at the Croton. The 
aqueduct itself is not filled, nor half filled, now. 

Mr. PRATT. Well, sir, { learn from author- 
ity in which [ have implicit confidence—the au- 
thority of the engineer appointed by the President 
to make this survey, and therefore the authority 
on which Congress should rely—that what I have 
stated is correct. Isay this is authority to which 
Congress should look, instead of the mere opinions 
of Senators on this floor, who, however scientific 
they may be, and though they may esteem them- 
selves superior in scientific attainments to this 
engineer, have never made the survey, and do not 
know the fallor fow of water, or anything of that 
kind, except as furnished by him. 


Now, the great object of having a nine feet aque- ; 
duct, at an additional cost of only $380,000, is 


that this city may have its magnificent fountains 
with an abundance of water, to be played at all 
times for the comfort and convenience of the citi- 
zens of the United States who may visit the na- 
tional metropolis. I would greatly prefer that no 
appropriation should be made at the present ses- 
sion, rather than that you should alter the magnif- 


‘icent plan adopted by the President, for the mere 


purpose of saving $380,000. Ifwe have no money 


now in the Treasury to devote to this purpose, | 


let us wait until'we have. If we have now such 
an economical spirit as to prevent us from carry- 
ing on this great work as it should be carried on, 
in accordance with, the plan adopted by the Chief 
Magistrate of the nation, let us wait until this 


spirit of economy shall have left us. Itis certain- į 
ly unusual in this body, and this is the first time | 
f think | 
iit is now displayed for a very improper and un- 


I have seen it attempted to be displayed. 


| worthy object. 


Therefore, sir, 1 conclude, in the first place, 
that the act of assent of Maryland was an assent 
to the plan adopted by the President, and Congress 


| has no power toalter the plan to which Maryland 


assented; and, in the second place, according to 
the argument of my friend from Louisiana, there 


is no object in saving this mere pittance, and | 


thereby getting one half less water than otherwise. 

Mr. JAMES. A question has been raised be- 
tween the seven feet and the nine feet aqueduct, 
and it is said there will be but $380,000 difference 
in cost. 
mind that the seven feetaqueduct is much less liable 
to get out of repair; and for that reason the New 
York aqueduct was made with seven feet instead 
of a larger diameter. It is known to every gen- 
tleman that a large cylinder, particularly a brick 
cylinder, is very difficult to construct, so that it 
can be kept in its position, and itis much better 


i to have a seven feet aqueduct thana nine feet one, 


even at the same cost, for the reason that one is 

not as liable to get out of order as the other. 
Mr. COOPER.. The Senator from Rhode 

Island has said part of what I designed to say. 


| I should make no difference whatever between the 


We are told by my 
friend from Louisiana that the difference would be 
but $380,000, and ] presume it would be no more; 


but it’ would be greatly better, [am satisfied, that | 
the city and the Government should be supplied | 
: with seven feet pipes, which can be easily con- i 


structed, various establishments in the country 


sions proposed, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
friend that the question is not as to the size of the 
pipes. 
aqueduct. Itisthe brick aqueduct, the diameter of 
which itis proposed to reduce to seven feet in- 
stead of nine feet. Itis already partly built with 
the diumeter of nine feet. 

Mr. COOPER. How much of it is built? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. [ do not know how much, 
but it is partly built. 


Mr. COOPER. Sir, there is no kind of doubt : 


Even if that be so, it should be borne in | 


Allow me to say to my | 


‘being of capacity equal to casting that kind ofi 
pipes, but perhaps not a single one inthe country | 
of capacity enough to cast pipes of the dimen- ` 


‘The question is ns to the size of the brick | 


that the supply of water which will be conveyed | 


to the city through a seven feet aqueduct will be 
more than necessary for all the purposes which 
have been referred to by several Senators who 
have spoken. You can have your fountains 


played with the water that will be brought to 
the city through a seven feet aqueduct, as well 
as through a nine feet aqueduct. There is no ne- 
cessity for sucha large aqueduct. As has been 
remarked bythe Senator from Rhode Island, New 
York city is supplied, and supplied abundantly, 
with water through a seven feet aqueduct, and there 
is nothing like the amount of fall between the head 
of the Croton aqueduct that there is between the 
Great Falls of the Potomac and this point; and 
that makes, as you are perfectly aware, sir, a 
vast difference in the amount of water pressed 
through, theamount ef head operating very large- 
ly in Mereasing the amount of water that flows 
through the aqueduct or pipes. Now, sir, when 
we see by the experience of a city already con- 
taining halfa million of souls, and probably 
more than that number, that a seven feet aque- 
duct supplies water for more than is necessary 
for all their wants, why is it that we should ex- 
pend one cent more, making the work less per- 
fect, than by expending the amount that would 
be required for the smaller class of aqueduct, have 
a perfect work? There is no reason for it what- 
ever. 

Mr. PRATT. My friend from Pennsylvania 
is altogether mistaken, as I learn, in the fact on 
which his argument is predicated. The slope or 
fall of the Croton aqueduct, New York, is one 
foot. 

Mr. COOPER. To how much? 

Mr. PRATT. I will give the Senator all the 
information which I possess. The fallin New 
York is as one foot compared with nine inches 
here. That is to say, it is one foot to the mile, 
and here nive inches to the mile; and, therefore, 
the slope here is less, and consequently the larger 
dimension of aqueductis required. This I learn 
from the engineer. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I desire to 
state very briefly the reasons which induce me to 
vote against the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Maine, inaddition to what has been 
so well and satisfactorily said by my friends from 
Louisiana and Maryland. We authorized, by an 
actof Congress, this whole work to be constructed 
on such a plan as the President of the United 
States should approve. A judgment as to the 
propriety of the plan depends on a knowledge of 
science, of mechanics. The President of the 
United States had access to the very best means in 
the country to ascertain what was the best plan on 
whichthis work should be constructed. Therefore, 
if he sought for the best plan, he had the highest 
probability of obtaining it, The President could 
have had no motive under Tleaven but to adopt 
the best plan; and, therefore, I presume that the 
plan adopted wag the best. 

Now, sir, F have not the skill and acquaintance 
with such matters that some Senators have. [am 
nota scientific person. I do not understand the 
operation of mechanical forces. I do not under- 
stand any of the elernents which would enable me 
to decide whether a nine feet or a seven feet aque- 
duct is preferable—-whether the larger is necessary 
or whether the smaller will do. Under such cir- 
cumstances, I shall not take upon myself to under- 
take to decide this question, but I shall presume 
upon the argument ad verecundion thatit is proper 
for me to suppose that the Chief Magistrate, under 
all the advantages he has had to adopt the best 
plan, without a possible motive to adopt other 
than the best, has adopted it 

Sir, as to the suggestions given by those who 
bang around this Capitol, experimentors, men 
who have plans for every thing, l for my part do 
not trouble myself with them. I have no doubt 
that if you were now to reduce the diameter of’ 
this aqueduct to seven feet, you would at the 
next session of Congress find plenty of scientific 
persons who would show you that it would be a 
great deal better to have it five feet, and I have no 
doubt that ultimately they would get ic down to 
one foot. Nine feet has been selected. It has 
not been demonstrated, because we have not here 
the materials from which demonstration could be 
obtained, and if we had the materials, 1 have not 
got information and capacity to enable me to de- 
cide, that that character of work is not the best. 
Why then changeit? Why run the risk of losing 
the great benefits of this work for the purpose of 
saving a comparatively small sum of money,and 
with the necessity, in the first instance, of pulling 
down a part of the work which you have already 
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built? It is already up. Why interfere with it? 
Suppose the diameter of the aqueduct. be.two 
feet more than is necessary, what harm will it do? 
Is it not a great deal hetter to have four feet of 
aqueduct more than is necessary, than to have 
six inches less han may be required? Therefore, : 
I shall vote against the amendment to the amend- 
ment. s 

Mr. JA MES. I wasin hopes that I should not 
have anything more to say on this subject; but 
the honorable Senator from North Carolina has 
referred to outsiders, Sir, no outsider has spoken 
to me on this subject. „l speak in regard to the | 
seven feet. aqueduct from my own knowledge, | 
and I say from my own practical knowledge, that 
it will furnish water enough, if well constructed 
and well built, to supply two millions of inhabit- | 
ants with all the water which they can properly 
consume. 

Mr. BADGER. I had no doubt, sir, that the 
honorable Senator from Rhode Island did not de- 
tive his informatlon from persons outside the 
Chamber. I had no reference to him. I know he 
ig skilled in the kind of knowledge necessary to 
enable him to come to an accurate conclusion, and | 
needs no help; but I said what I did because I | 
have heard from the beginning of the session from 
various quarters, of persons here who professed 
to have skill in these matters, who had thrown out 
suggestions that they could give plans, magnifi- 
cent in their operation, and comparatively chea 
in expense. It was that to which I alluded. 
I have not the skill which the Senator from Rhode | 
Island has, and, therefore, I cannot decide for 
myself. Then the question is, what shall I do?! 
Take the opinion expressed here, or take the de- 
cision pronounced by the President? Sir, I shall 
take the latter. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I shall vote 
against this amendment, not that I have any 
knowledge of the relative merits of a seven feet or 
a nine feet aqueduct as the proper diameter, but 
the Congress of the United States, adhering to 
what I suppose to be the appropriate functions of 
the legislative body, determined to have these | 
works erected, and they authorized the Executive 
to adopt such plan as he might deem most advis- 
able; and after full inquiry into the matter, he did 
adopta plan. Now, i think weare too much dis- ; 
posed here to trench on administrative duties. I | 
would rather see each of the Departments of the | 
Government confined toits appropriate functions. | 
This body is not fit to decide as to the details of | 
the construction of a work of this kind. For my | 
own part, when I think a work oughtto be erected, I | 
am willing to trust to Executive discretion to see | 
that itis properly done, particularly when the plan 
has been confided to him for the purpose of execu- 
tion. It is a more appropriate mode for the con- 
struction of all public works. Further, I may be | 
allowed to say, Mr. President, that I do think we |j 
might save some loss to the country, and secure | 
some benefit to ourselves, if we adhered a Jittle À 
more uniformly tothe maxim of ne sutor ultra cre- 
pidam, and did not undertake to decide things of 
which we have no adequate knowledge. 

Mr. RUSK. There are two or three reasons 
which satisfy my mind to vote against the amend- 
ment to the amendment. The one stated by the 
honorable Senator from Delaware, would be con- 
clusive in the absence of any other. This is a 
matter of detail which requires scientific knowl- 
edge. The responsibility of determining the size 
of the aqueduct was thrown on the President of | 
the United States” Asa matter of course, from | 
his posjtion he must have availed himself of the |: 
best scientific information at his command, and he 
has determined upon an aqueduct of nine feet 
diameter. 

Then, sir, there are one or two other reasons | 
which are very conclusive. The additional ex 

ense, as stated by the honorable Senator from 
Tonisana whol presume speaks from correct in- 
formation, is but $380,000, while the supply of 
water secured by a nine feet aqueduct is about 
double the other. This city will grow. This i 
a permanent work. It may, and Í trust it will 
last for ages to come. It may turn out, after a 
while, that an aqueduct seven feet in diameter | 
would place us in the condition in which I see by 
the newspapers New York is now placed. I per- 
ceive that it is discussed in the newspapers there, 
whether or not they should do the work over 
again, in order to get a sufficient supply of water. || 
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| the first place, this plan has been determined by 


| phraseology, the Chair will have it read again to 


| in the amendment that no part of this money shall 


| their share will perhaps amount to? 


‘| been up aad down these works. I went as a mem- 


All their papers which I. have seen complain that 

the supply is not sufficient. i 
When we have such strong reasons. as these, 

I shall certainly vote against this amendment. In 


the President, on his responsibility, after we threw 


the responsibility upon him. In the next place, |! 


the expense of the larger diameter over the one 
proposed, being but $880,000, and the supply of 
water more than double, I think it would certainly 
be bad economy to change it at this time. 

The amendment of Mr. Hamı to the amend- 
ment of the committee, was rejected; and the ques- 
tion recurred on the amendment of the committee 
as modified. 

Mr. MASON. After that amendment is dis- 
posed of, with the assent of ‘the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, I shall ask the 
Senate to proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Inasmuch as 
the amendment has been somewhat modified in its 


the Senate. 
It was read, as follows: 

_For continuing the work for a supply of water to the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000: Provided, 
That no part of the sum hereby appropriated shall be ex- i 
pended until the corporations of Washington and George- | 


“3 


| 
i 
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the citizens, or——— 
Mr. HUNTER. 


town, oreither of them, shall appropriateand pay an amount |; 
equal to one fourth of said sum for the same purpose ; and 
full power and authority aye hereby given to said corpora- 
tions respectively to raise, by loan or otherwise, any sum 
of money that may be necessary to enable them, or either 
of them, to make the appropriation herein required. And 
the said corporations of Washington and Georgetown, and 
the inhabitants of said cities, respectively, or the corpora- 
tion making the appropriation, aud the inhabitants of said 
city, shall be authorized to use the surplus water which 
may be brought to the Washington aqueduct, after sup- | 
plying the Government establishments in Washington, 
under such general rules and regulations as may hereafter 
be prescribed by Congress; and each of said corporations |! 
shail have the right to charge and collect of the inhabitants ji 
of said cities, such reasonable tax or rent for the use of the |i 
water, as will provide for the regular payment of the in- |} 
terest and gradual payment of the principal of any money i 
which may be raised under the authority hereby given. t 


Mr. DAWSON. I wish to make a suggestion 
to the Senator from Virginia, asto the phraseology 
of the amendment. These works were proceed- 
ing, but for some time past they have been par- 
tially stopped, and part of the hands have been 
removed, and J see an indication in the amend- |: 
ment which will continue that state of affairs, and | 
leave the work already finished subject to dilapi- 
dation and ruin. There is a limitation contained 


be employed for the construction of the aqueduct 
until the amount required to be raised by the cities 
of Georgetown and Washington shall be raised by 
them. Now, is it not better to change that and 
give to those corporations time enough to levy the 
tax, and to the people to pay it, without suspend- 
ing the work, and losing by the delay more than 


ii 

I merely suggest this; and I will also take occa- 1 
sion to say,as I said once before here, that I have fl 
ber of the Committee on the District of Columbia, | 
with my friend from Louisiana, [Mr. BENJAMIN.] i, 
We looked at the works, and felt proud, as Amer- | 
ican citizens, that they were being constructed; 
but we saw that the portion already executed, was : 
subject to ruin from floods, rains, and other causes; 
and there were not hands enough to protect it in 
its unfinished state. 

Now, sir, can we tell when this sum of money | 
will be raised by these corporations? Let us rely ` 
on the corporations until the next meeting of Con- | 


‘| gress, and let the work go on during the summer | 
|! and fall; and when we return in the winter, we 
shall be enabled to put such regulations and re- | 


strictions on this matter as shall bedesirable. All 
that I ask is, that the work shall be permitted to 
go on. i 
still retained, and about twenty-five laborers with | 
them. This expense is going on daily, without | 
the ability to remove the dirt, and have it carried | 
off in wheelbarrows. I hope the Senator will look | 
to that fact, and make the necessary modifica- | 
tion. | 

Mr. HUNTER. | 
power to modify the amendment. 
voted on. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
unanimous consent to modify it. 

Mr. ADAMS. I object. 


I understand it is not in my 
It has been 


It requires | 
i 


+ 


The leading hands connected with it are |) 


tions are to be put over again in the Senate after 
the bill shail be reported from the Committee of 
the Whole. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state that the bill is under consideration. in the 


|! Senate now, and not in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. MASON. In accordance with the sugges- 
tion of the honorable Senator from ‘WMarvlande 1 
move to postpone the further consideration of this 
bill until to-morrow, with the view of considering 
Executive business. : : 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 


‘ ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


and after sometime spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. GWIN, from the Committee.on Naval 


i Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
i; Lewis Warrington, jr., a purser’in the United 


States Navy, praying for the difference between 


|: the pay ofa purser of a frigate, and that of a ‘first 


class steam frigate, while thus employed on the 
steamship Mississippi, submitted a report, accom» 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
passed toa second reading. The report was ordered 
to be printed. ' 

He also, from the same cemmittee, to whom 


| were referred the following memorials and peti 


tions, asked to be discharged from their further 
i consideration, which was agreed to. 
i= A memorial of Stewart Sanderson, of West- 
port, New York, proposing a plan for harbor~de: 
fense by means of a floating battering ram. 

A petition of E. C. B. Thompson, widow of 

; Charles B. Thompson, praying to be allowed the 
: pension to which her husband was entitled at the 
: time of his death. 
A memorial of John D. Gibson, praying for 
; commissions on his disbursements as acting purser 
: of the United States schooner Enterprise. 
A memorial of Josiah Tatnall, junior, a purser 
in the United States Navy, praying Congress te 
; indemnify him for losses sustained whilst purser 
| of United States ship Dale, on the coastof Africa. 
. He also, from the same committee, to whom 
i was referred certain statistical information im ref- 
i erence to a line of mail steamers. proposed to be 
i established by Christian Hansen, between Brook- 
‚dyn, New York, and certain. ports in Europe, 
: asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
| tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 


i 
i 


| the Post Office and Post Roads; which was agreed 


to. 


> 
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Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was recommitted the bill for 
the relief of Henry S. Sanford, reported it back, 
with an amendment. | 

Mr. JAMES, from the Committee on Patents | 
and the Patent Office, to whom was recommitted | 
_ the bill to amend the several acts now in force | 
relating to the Patent Office, reported it back | 
with sundry amendments. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GWIN asked and obtained the unanimous ; 


consent of the Senate to introducea bill for the re- | 
lief of David F. Douglass, late marshal of the 
northern district of California; which was read a | 
first and second-time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


LANDS IN INDIANA. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Iam directed by the 
Committee on Public Lands, to which was re- 
ferred the bill to amend an act entitled ‘£ An act for 
the relief of the inhabitants of the reserved town- 
ship in Gibson county, in the State of Indiana,” | 
approved Augyst 11, 1842, to report it back with 
amendments. It is a very unimportant bill to the 
United States, and I ask that it may be put upon 
its passage now. 

Mr. BADGER. 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


I move that the Senate do 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, July 24, 1854. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. Prayer 
py Rev. Henry SLICER. 
. The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order | 
is a motion holding over from last Monday, to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of enabling the 
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Coss] to report | 
the following bill: i 

House bill (No. 34) “granting the right of way i 
and a donation of land to the State of Alabama | 
in aid of the construction of the Coosa and Ten- | 
nessee railroad, in said State, leading from Gads- | 
den to the Tennessee river, at or near Gunter’s | 
Landing.” 

Mr. COBB obtained the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Will the gentleman | 
from Alabama yield me the floor a moment? 

Mr. COBB. I hope no friend will ask me to 
yield the floor, if so doing will affect my motion 
at all. i 

Mr. DAVIS. It will not affectit. 

Mr. COBB. There have been thirty applica- 
tions to me this morning to yield the floor for 
various purposes, 

Mr. DAVIS. Do you object. 

Mr, COBB. No, Ido not; but I want to state 
this if the gentleman will allow me: Last Satur- į; 
day, | suppose, we did the largest business Con- |, 
gress has ever done since the organization of the | 
Government. The committee at last found itself :| 
without a quorum, and were thereby prevented | 
from proceeding further, and reporting the bills to | 
the House. { want to state to the House, before | 
this measure of mine is considered, if it is the | 
pleasure of the House to resolve itself into the |: 
Committee of the Whole Efouse, in order to ree: 
port the action of Saturday, I have not the least || 


j; 


|| Alabama to yield to me to enable me to move to 
i| report a Senate bill from the Committee for the 


i bama refused to give way for that purpose. 


i| objection to the gentleman from Indiana reporting 


shall come up immediately after, and that the busi- | 
ness of the Elouse remain precisely as it is now | 
until that business shall have been disposed of. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Wecan accomplish thesame | 
purpose by a much shorter method. | will move, |, 
if the House will allow me, thatthe Committee of i| 
the Whole House be discharged from the further || 
consideration of the bills laid aside to be reported | 
to the House on Saturday last, and that they be | 
brought into the House. I will then move that | 
the House, by one vote, concur in the report of || 
the committee; and we can thus dispose of the ; 
whole business without consuming but very little 
of the time of the House. : 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I rise to a question of | 
order. 1 understood the Speaker to recognize m 
before he did the gentleman from Alabama. 
The SPEAKER. That would not alter the! 
state of business at all; for no motion would bein il 


i 
\ 
objection to their doing so, provided my motion i 
| 
| 


| to be reported to the House and placed in the po- 


order except to adjourn, and no discussion would 
be in order upon any question. The Chair might 
have recognized the gentleman, not knowing but 
he wished to move to adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, is it not true that the 
Chair recognized me? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did recognize 
the gentleman, but no motion was in order except 
to adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS. 


I asked the gentleman from |; 


District of Columbia. 
TheSPEAKER. But the gentleman from Ala- 


Mr. DAVIS. 1 propounded the question dis- 
tinctly to the gentleman whetherhe objected to 
my proposition, and he replied that he did not. 
The proprietors of the Glenwood Cemetery wish | 
to dedicate the cemetery to-morrow, and I hope 
there will be no objection to passing this act for 
their incorporation. 

Mr. COBB. Certainly, I have no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will set the gen- 
tleman from Alabama and himself right then by 
propounding the question, whether there be any 


a bill? 
GLENWOOD CEMETERY. 

There was no objection, and the bill was re- 
ported, and read by its title, as follows: 

An act to incorporate the proprietors of the 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 will just state to the House 
that the bill is in the usual form of acts of incor- 
poration, with all the guards that are usually con- 
tainedin such acts. I have examined the bill very 


| 


carefully, and so has the chairman of the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. Ido not think |; 
it is necessary to have it read. i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the read- |! 
ing. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The amendment of the Committee for the Dis- |; 
trict of Columbia was read and agreed to, as fol- || 
lows: | 

Add as an additional section : 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That each of the 
stockholders in said company shall be held liable in his or 
her individual capacity for all the debts and liabilities of 
said company, however contracted or incurred, to be re- 
covered by sait as other debts or liabilities before the court 
or tribunal having jurisdiction of the case. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Houston,] by unanimous consent, i| 
proposes that the House shall discharge the Com- |} 
mittee of the Whole House from certain bills 
passed upon by the committee on Saturday last; 
and further, that the Hlouse shall act upon them || 
en masse, as reported from the cbmmittee. Is the 
unanimous consent of the House given to that 
course? 

Mr. MILLSON, I desire to ask the Chair if 
it would not be competent for the House to take a 
separate vole upon any bill upon which it may 
be desired ? 

The SPEAKER. There is no doubt about the | 
propriety of passing each bill upon its own merits, 
unless the unanimous consent of the House be 
given to the proposition made by the gentleman 
from Alabama. i 

Mr. MILLSON. Ifthe gentleman from Ala- 
bama will modify his motion, and allow the bills 


sition in which they would have been placed, had 
the chairman of the Committee of the Whole re- |! 
ported them to the House on Saturday, I should 
have no objection. I will go further than that: | 
will agree that a single vote shall be taken on all 
those bills upon which a separate vote has not 
been demanded. ‘There are some of the bills |i 
upon which | wish a separate vote. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the Committee of the Whole be dis- | 
charged from the farther consideration of these | 
bills, and that they be brought before the House 
for their action? 

[Cries of “Agreed!” “ Agreed !”’] 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia objects, he will defeat my proposition; for it 


requires the unanimous consent of the House. 
My object is to get the speediest action possible 
upon these bills. { will modify my motion, and 
move only to discharge the committee from the 
farther consideration of these bills, and bring in 
the bills as they are ordered to be reported by the 
committee. a 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 
such will be the order of the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the gentleman 
from Alabama will withdraw his motion for a mo- 
ment, in order that I may submit a motion to take 
from the Speaker’s table a bill to construct a road 
in the Territories of Nebraska and Washington. 
The bill makes an appropriation, and it therefore, 


‘by the rules, must go to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union. My object is 
to take it from the table, so that we may get action 
upon it. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
from the table, and read a first and second time by 
its title, as follows: 

Senate bill+(No. 435) “ making appropriation 
for the construction of certain military roads in 
the Territories of Nebraska and Washington.” 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The bill contains an 
appropriation, and will have to go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
1 move that it be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that, 


| by unanimous consent, the bills upon the Private 


Calendar, reported by the Committee of the Whole, 
are before the House for their action. ‘fhe Chair 
proposes to the House that the bills be read by 
their titles, and be voted upon en masse, except 


| such bilis as a separate vote may be demanded 


upon by a member rising in his place and doing 


; SO. 


{Cries of “Agreed !” * Agreed !?’] 
The SPEAKER. That will be a convenient 


! mode, and a safe one also. 


The following Senate bills were therefore read 
by their titles: 

No. 303. An act for the relief of James M 
Goggin. 

No. 147. An act for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of the late Thomas Chapman, for- 
merly collector of the port of Georgetown, South 
Carolina. 

No. 199. An act authorizing a 
issued to Peter Poucin for certain 
described. 

No. 234. An act for the relief of Conrad Wheat, 
jr., or his legal representatives. 

No. 154. An act for the relief of Richard King. 

No. 136. An act for the relief of William Sen- 
na Factor. 

The SPEAKER. The following amendments 


atent to be 
ands therein 


| have been reported to this bill: 


` In the third line strike out $3,707, and insert $2,000. 

At the end of the bill add the following proviso : 

Provided, Said sum shall be received in full of all claims 
or account of the property herein mentioned. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

No. 62. An act for the relief of Richard M. 
Bouton, George Wright, and the widow of Mar- 
vin W. Fisher. 

No. 183. An act for the relief of Passed Mid- 
shipmen George P. Welsh and Clark H. Wells, 

No. 113. An act for the relief of the widows 
and orphans of the officers and seamen of the 
United States schooner Grampus, who were lost 
in that vessel, in March, 1843, ntar the coast of 
the United States. 

No. 275. An act for the relief of Andrew J. 
Deckerhoff. 

No. 133. An act for the relief of Lavinia Tay- 
lor. : 

No. 743. Anact forthe compensation of James 
W. Low and others, forthe capture of the British 
private armed schooner Ann, during the late war 
with Great Britain. 

Mr. MILLSON. 
that bill. 

No. 229. An act 
Russell. 

No. 308. An act 
nett. 

No. 144. An act for the relief of Purser T. P. 
McBlair. 

No. 224. An act for the relief of the represent- 
atives of Joseph Watson, deceased. 


I ask a separate vote upon 
for the relief of Thomas S. 


for the relief of A. G. Ben- 


* 
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No. 146. An act for the reliëf of Samuel H. | 
Hempstead. ot 

No. 365. An act for the relief of John W. 
Kelly. i f i 

No. 374. An act for the relief of Sylvester T. 
Jerauld, assignee of the interest of Henry Rich- 


ard. 
No. 329. An act for the relief of Thomas D. 
Jennings. | 
No. 167. An act for the relief of Joseph Cam- | 


RALE 
p No. 296. An act for the relief of Manuel Her- 
nandez. 

No. 189, An act for the relief of Mrs. Sally T. 
B. Cochrane, widow of the late Lieutenant R. E, i 
Cochrane, United States Army. | 

No, 250. An act for the relief of Wiliam 
Claude Jones. 

No. 108. An act for the relief of Rebecca Free- 
man. 

No 
ley. 

Mo 
ton. 

No 
dall. 

No. 71. An act for the relief of Joseph Gonder, 
jr., and John Duff. 

No. 281. An act for the relief of William 
Miller. 

No. 185. An act for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Samuel Prioleau, deceased. 

No. 248. An act for the relief of William Har- 
ris, of Georgia. 

No. 203. An act for the relief of James Ed- 
wards and others. 

No. 240. An act forthe reliefof Thomas Snod- 

rass. 

T'he said Senate bills, on which separate votes 
were not asked for, were then ordered to be read 
a third time, and were read a third time, and 
passed, 

The following Senate bills was then read: 

No. 206. An act for the relief of the executrix | 
of the late Brevet Colonel A. C. Fanning, of the | 
United States Army. 

Mr. MILLSON. 
upon that bill. 

The following House bills were then read by“! 
their titles: 

No. 265. A bill for the relief of W.D. Porter, 
of the United States Navy. 

No. 272. A bill for the relief of Daniel Bedin- | 
ger’s heirs. 

No. 281. A bill for the relief of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Jobn E. Wool. 

No. 323. A bill for the relief of J. C. Buckles, 
of Louisville, Kentucky. 

No. 325. A bill for therelief of James S. Gra- | 
ham and Walter H. Finnall. 

No. 364. A bill for the relief of William A. 
Duer, John Duer, and Beverly Robinson, trustees 
of the estate of Sarah Alexander, widow of Major 
General William Alexander, commonly known as 
Lord Sterling. 

No. 367. A bill for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of John Rice Jones. 

No. 368. A bill for the relief of Robert F. ; 
McGuire and Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Lamy. | 

No. 371. A bill for the relief of Lieutenant 
George H. Paige, of the United States Army. 

No. 257. A joint resolution for the relief of 
Captain J. H. Lendrum, of the United States | 
Army. 

No. 373. A bill to provide a pension for Oliver 
Brown, of Chemung county, New York, 

No. 374. A bill to provide a pension for Ed- 
mund Mitchell, of Carroll county, in the State of | 
Kentucky. | 

No. 376. A bill for the relief of James Butler. 

No. 377. A bill for the reliefof John H. Hicks, 
of Indiana. 

No. 378. A bill for the relief of John Brown, 


. 241, An act forthe relief of James Worms- | 


. 223. An act for the relief of Mary Carl- 
. 340. An act for the relief of Sarah Cran- 


I call for a separate vote 


second, of New Hampshire. 

No. 379. A bill for the relief of Mrs, Anne | 
W. Angus, widow of the late Captain Angus, 
United States Army. i 
A bill for the relief of Betsey Nash. 

| 
t 


No. 380. 

No. 381. A bill forthe relief of Thomas Elis. 
No. 382. A bill for the relief of Charlotte S. 
Westcott. i 
No. 383. A bill for the relief of Thomas Bro- 

naugh. 
No. 384. A bill for the relief of Anna E. Cook. 


| ship of Marion, in the county of Mercer, Obio, |; 
No. 447. A bill for the relief of the legal heirs | 


No: 385. A bill for the relief of Abraham Aus- 


man: ` 
- No. 388. A bill for the relief of Titian R. Peale. 
No. 389. A bill forthe reliefof Sylvester Hum- 
phrey, and the heirs of Alexandef Humphrey, 
deceased. 
No. 393. A bill for the relief of Jacob McLel- 


lan. 

Wo. 396. A bill for the relief of Charles J. Da- 
vis, administrator of Captain John Davis, an offi- 
cer in the war of the Revolution. 

No. 402. A bill for the relief of Charles H. 
Wilgus. 

« No. 26. A joint resolution forthe settlement of 
the claim of Don Juan Jesus Vigil, of New 
Mexico. 

a bill for the relief of Stephen Lutz, of New 
ork. ` 

No. 410. A bill fortherelief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Everard Meade. 

No. 411. A bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Larkin Smith. 

No. 414. A bill for the relief of George Mat- 
tingly. 

No. 415. A bill for the reliefof Nathaniel Red- 
dick, administrator of Richard Taylor, deceased. 

No 416. A bill for the relief of John McVen 
and John F. McNeely, of Louisiana. 

No. 417. A bill forthe reliefof William Curran. 

No. 418. A bill for the relief of Enoch S. 
More. 

No. 419. A bill for the relief of Patrick Gass. 
ks 420. A bill for the relief of Rosalie Cax- 
uio. 

No. 421. A bill for the relief of A. S. Laugh- 
ery. : 

No. 423. A bill for the relief of J. McElhiny, 
E. P. Mathews, and Lawrence Cribben. 

No. 424. A bill for the reliefof township forty- 
five, range one, in Warren county, Missouri. 

No. 299. A bill for the relief of the Pine Grove 
Academy, in Louisiana. 4 

No, 426. A bill for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Lieutenant Francis Ware. 

No. 429. A bill for the relief of James Capen. 

No. 431. A bill for the relief of Thomas Ap 
Catesby Jones, surety fora former postmaster at 
Norfolk, Virginia. 


No. 433. A bill for the relief of James Wright, || 


jr., of the State of Tennessee. 
No. 434. A bill for the relief of Captain Lewis 
E. Simonds, 


No. 435. A bill for the relief of Daniel Morse; | 


of Essex, Chittenden county, Vermont. 

No. 436. A bill for the relief of Ira Call, of 
Huron county, Ohio. 

No. 437. A bill for the relief of Isaac M. Sig- 
ler, of Putnam county, Indiana. 

No. 438. A bill for the relief of John Frazer, 
and the administrator of the estate of John G. 
Clendenin, deceased. 

No. 442. A bill for the relief of Mary H. 
Cushing. 

No. 443. A bill vesting the title of the United 
States to certain lands in the city of Cincinnati. 

No. 448. A bill for the relief of William H. 
Weirick. 

No. 446. A bill for the relief of the civil town- 


* 


of Benjamin Metoyer. 
The Committee of the Whole recommended an 


amendment,to add at the end of the bill the fol- ! 


lowing: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Cemmis- i 


sioner of the Land Office be authorized and required to 
issue to said heirs and legal representatives patents for 
lands heretofore confirmed to them by acts of Congress. 
Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I move to amend 
the amendment by inserting after the words ‘to 


them” the words ** or under whom they claim,” |: 
i; years. 


so that it would read— 


That the Commissioner of the Land Office be authorized |} j3 MIR 
|i about this bill is. 


i Nash held a commission in the Army, and she 


and required to issuc to said heirs and legal representatives 
patents heretofore confirmed to them, or to those under 
whom they claim by acts of Congress. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 
The question then recurred upon the amend- 
ment as amended; and being taken, was decided 
in the affirmative. 


So theamendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


Mr. BENNETT. I wish a separate vote to 


be taken on House bill (No. 280) for the relief of 


= 


Betsey Nash, so that I may sub 
‘to it: Without the amendime 
avail, pe dees Se Ge ast 

There was no objection; and 
aside for a separate votes Sonen i x 

Mr. McMULLIN. ‘There wasa bill passed by 
the Committee of the ‘Whole House, proposin 
release a certain individual from the payment: 
thousand and upward of dollars lost overboar 
the Ohio river. `` oe weed 

The SPEAKER. According to the unanimoa 
order of the House, the bills acted onpy the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on Saturday last were 
to be taken up and read by their titles; that on 
those designated by a member rising in his place, 
separate votes should be had, and thatthe remain- 
der should be voted on en masse. : 

Mr. McMULLIN. The bill to which T refer 
setsa very dangerous precedent. The amountof 
appropriation is small, it is true, but the principle 
is an important one, and should be well looked to: 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will :refer 
to the title of the bill, it will, by unanimous. con» 
sent, be taken from the bills to be voted on en.masse 
for a separate vote. rele ee 

Mr. McMULLIN. Idonot recollect the num- 
ber or the title of the bill. I have only a recolr 
| lection of the prineiple involved. pin Hiks 
| Mr. HENDRICKS. | I object. Rope APE 

The bills on which separate votes : were not 
asked, were ordered to be engrossed and read’ a 
third time. : 

The SPEAKER. Shall the third readin 
these bills be dispensed with? 

[Cries of “ Agreed] ~ i 

The bills were then passed. ; j 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the last lot of bills were passed, 
and that that motion be laid upon the table, 

Mr. ROBBINS. I would suggest that the gen- 
tleman embrace in his motion the Senate bills 
which were previously passed. : : 

Mr.ABERCROMBIE. Very well... include 
all the bills which have been passed this morning, 
of those reported from the Committee of the ». 
Whole House. ERES 

The motion tolay 


mitanâmendment. 
il 


thé 


g of 


| the motion to reconsider u 
| the table was agreed to. | ae 
The next bill in order was Senate bill (No. 143,) 
| * for the compensation of James W. Low and 
others for the capture of the British private armed 
schooner Ann, during the late war with Great 
Britain,” on which a separate vote had been 
asked by Mr. Minison. : 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

The next bill in order was Senate bill (No. 206) 
*¢ for the relief of the executrix of the late Brevet 
Colonel A. C. W. Fanning, of the United States 
Army;”’ reported with amendments. 

$7,230,” 


pon l 


Thefirstamendment wasto strikeout ‘' 
and insert in lieu thereof ‘* $5,980.” 
The amendment was agreed to. ‘ 
The second amendment was to strike out the 
following words: : 
As commissions for disbursements made in 1827 and 
1828, at the United States arsenal in Augusta, Georgia, 
i and 
The amendment was agreed to. ‘ ; 
The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 


third time, and passed. 
The next billin order was House bill (No. 380) 
« for the relief of Betsey Nash.” 
Mr. BENNETT. i offer this amendment: to 
strike out in the eighth line the words ‘ for five 
Í years,” and in the ninth line the words “ fifty- 
| Four,” and insert the following words at the end 
of the bill: “thirty-one, and to continue for ten 
” 
sh to state to the House what the trouble 
The husband of this Mrs. 


| 
il gead a third time; and was accordingly read the 
i 


|! iwi 


Í 

| was, at his death, entitled to a pension. This 
| matter has been here since 1822, but a bill for her 
i relief has never passed. She is now an old and 
| infirm lady, and the probability is that. she will 
not live much longer. he pension committee 
have given her a pension, to commence. from: the 
Ist of January, 1854. The amendment which I 
have introduced does not propose.to-change the 
amount, but merely that the pension. shall com- 


| 
| 
| 
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commence from the time that the proof of her title 
to it was made perfect, and let it run on from that 
time for a period of ten years. That is all that 
the amendment proposes, and I hope it will be 
adopted. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I suppose that the com- 
mittee, in reporting the bill, did not understand 
the facts of the case thoroughly. The committee 
is satisfied with the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Benyerr.] 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. I would say, in 
addition to”the remarks of my colleague, |Mr. 
Benwett,] that Mrs. Nash is a very worthy 
woman. 


the amendment will be adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. ENGLISH. There is on the Private Cal- | 


endar a joint resolution reported from the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs, for the relief of Francis 
M. Gwyn. I desire to ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Elouse to have the committee dis 
charged from the further consideration of the join! 
resolution for the purpose of having it passed. I 
am certain that no gentleman in the House will 


object to it when they have heard the statement | 


of facts on which that joint resolution was 
founded. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 


the House, that instead of taking this joint reso- 
lution and acting upon it, we take up the Private 
Calendar and dispose of the bills that are on it. 1 
am perfectly willing to have the joint resolution, 


to which the gentleman refers, acted on; but I. 
think it better for us to take up the Private Calen- | 
dar so as to do justice to every bill upon it. If the |; 
House consent, | will make a motion to that effect. | 


I would say to my friend from Indiana, that Lam 
as much inclined to indulge him as any other mem- 
ber of the House can be. 


take up the Private Calendar, and dispose of all 
the bills upon it. 


the consideration of the gentleman from Indiana, ; 


and of the House. 
Mr. ENGLISH. 

dulge me for two minutes only, in order that { 

may state the facts on which the joint resolution 


in question is founded. When the State of In- | 


diana. 

Mr. PENNINGTON, (interrupting.) 
constrained to object to the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana. 


tleman has. 
RAILROAD LANDS TO ALABAMA. 


The SPEAKER. Then the question is on sus- | 


pending the rules for the purpose of enabling the 


gentleman from Alabama to move to discharge the | 
Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union | 
from the further consideration of the following | 


bill: 


House bill (No. 34) granting the right of way | 


and a donation of land to the State of Alabama, 


in aid of the construction of the Coosa and Ten- i! 
nessee river railroad, in said State, leading from ; 


Gadsden to the Tennessee river, at or near Gun” 
ter’s Landing. 

Mr.COBB. Would it be in order, in the pecu- 
liar position l occupy, to ask the indulgence of th 


House, to make a personal explanation, not to 


consume five minutes, and with the understanding 
that the Chair may interrupt me at the expiration 
of that time, if I do not finish speaking before 
I trust the House will indulge me. 

Mr. WALSH. | object. 

The SPEAKER, Objection is made, and the 
gentleman cannot proceed. 
upon suspending the rules. 


Mr. LETCHER. Upon that 1 demand the H 


yeas and nays. 

Mr. BRIDGES. 1 call for the reading of th 
bill which the gentleman from Alabama propo 
to suspend the rules for the purpose of introduci 
I believe that is in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair briefly stated to 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Cons,] the 
other day, that no gentleman would have the 
right to have this bill read upon the motion to | 


ie 
ses 


8 
ir 
ng. 


She lives only a few miles from my | 
home. The pension is a small one, and I hope : 


I was going to suggest to | 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Ewersss] and to | 


But the question is, ; 
whether it is not better to act on my suggestion, | 


I throw out this suggestion for |, 


I hope the House will in- | 


L feel | 


I have as much interest in | 
some private claims on the Calendar, as that gen- | 


The question is : 


i suspend the rules for the purpose of introducing 
that particular bill. Such has been the practice. 
The Chair doubts exceedingly whether a mem- 
ber cannot demand the reading of a bill under 
such inconsistencies and if the gentleman from : 
Pennsylvania demands it, the Chair will thus far | 
change his former decision, and decide that he has 
the right to have the bill read. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. With reluctance I appeal | 
from the decision of the Chair. It will readily be : 
perceived, if such is the ruling of the Chair, that 
any member, or any number of members of the 
House, who choose to embarrass and delay its : 
proceedings: 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I object to all debate. 
Mr.CLINGMAN. [appeal from the decision : 
of the Chair. The point I make is this: that 
where a proposition is before the Flouse, out of ; 
“= order, no one individual can apply to the House 
| to have it read. A majority may order a prop- 


but where it is out of order—— 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The Chair, | 
however, holds that it is in order, for the reason, : 
that otherwise members would be voting in the | 
dark upon the matter before them. Gentlemen | 
have a right to know what it is they are called | 
upon to suspend the rules for. Such is the decis- i 
ion of the Chair, and from that the gentleman from | 
North Carolina appeals. The question is, ‘Shall 


the House?” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
appeal upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to, and the appeal was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. BRIDGES. 
ing of the biil. 

The bill was accordingly read. 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I rise toa 
| question of privilege, a question affecting the 
‘| records of this House. I charge that an altera- 
tion of an important bill of this House has been 
made since ita engrossment. l wish to call the 
‘ attention of the House to it, that they may take 


; such action as they think proper in the premises. | 
The bill of this House, No. 346, ‘to aid the Ter- 
i ritory of Minnesota in the construction of a rail- 
road,” which passed this House on the 20th of 
June last, I charge has been altered in an impor- 
tant particular since its engrossment; and, Mr. 
| Speaker, with the permission of the House, I will, 
state briefly some of the circumstances as they 
‘appear on the records before me—the original bill, 
the printed bill, and the engrossed bill. 

The hill as introduced here from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, was drawn up by a gentle- i 
man from Minnesota, with whom I am well ac- ; 
‘ quainted. He consulted with me very frequently in 
i regard tosome of its provisions, and particularly in 

regard to the provisions which Icharge nave been 
i attempted to be altered. The Territory of Minne- | 
gota had chartered a company with most extraor- 
i dinary powers. "Phe grant from that Territory 
-gave'it all the lands which had been or should ; 
i thereafter be granted by Congress to aid that Ter- 
ritory in the construction of a railroad. The char- 
ter of itself was a somewhat extraordinary one, 
carried with it all thelands which Congress might 
ii hereaflery grant to the Territory of Minnesota for 
the purpose of constructing a railroad, and it was 
supposed by myself and others favorable to this 
road, and who desired to see u grant of land for 
that purpose, that Congress would never pass a’ 
bill whose provisions would inure to a railroad 
company directly instead of to the Territory. I, 
as well as gentlemen who had this matter in charge, 
thought it could never pass this House without a 
i: provision guarding against such a charter, Hence, | 
» a provision was inserted into the bill, as follows 
tf 3. And be it further enacted, That the said lands 
hereby granted to the said Territory shalt be subject to the 
disposal of any future Legislature thereof for the purpose | 
aforesaid, and no other; nor shal! they inure to the benefit : 
ii of any company heretofore constituted or organized. *? 
In that way the origina! bill was framed, and | 
i. for the purpose and with the intention of prevent- || 
ing this company from receiving the benefit of | 
this land. : i! 

Well, sir, the first alteration—and itwas made, I | 
believe, by the committee—was to strike out the ni 
word ‘‘ future.” The next alteration, and, on the |, 


| first glance, it may be thought immaterial—though || 


| 


i 


RE 


osition read, which is before the House in order; ` 


the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of ; 


! acter of our proceedings. 
I move to lay the : P 6 


I now insist upon the read- | 


Pog 


It 


: that they desired that word to be retained. 


: In its language subs 


it is far from being so, is the substitution of the 
| conjunction “and” for “tor.” It is believed by 
| many to be a vitalalteration, and one that I charge 


‘| has been made since the engrossment of the bill. 


This company, atthe passage of the bill, not being 
go constituted and organized, they expect by this 
alteration to hold the land under it. Hence the 


| object, as I charge, of the alteration. As altered, 


the section reads as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the said lands hereby 
granted to said Territory shall be subject to the disposal 
of any Legislature for the purpose aforesaid, and no other. 


Between the word “any ”’ and Legislature ”’ 


ii the word * future ” was stricken out by the com- 
‘| mittee, as I understand, i 


«Nor shall they innre to the benefit of any company 
heretofore constituted and organized”? 


The word “or” is stricken out and the word 


< eand”? written over where it was in a different 


/ hand-writing. Thebill asintroduced, and printed, 
and passed here reads: ‘Nor shall they inure to 
the benefit of any company heretofore constituted 
or organized.” “I have the engrossed bill before 
me, and any gentleman by looking at it can see 
that the substitution of ‘and ’’for ‘or ” has been 
made since the bill has been engrossed. I am 


| told by a gentleman, and member of this House, 


who has examined the bill on parchment in the 
office of the Secretary of State, that the same 
: erasure and change is made there. 

Now, this is a matter vitally affecting the char- 
f our recordsare to be 
i changed, altered, and mutilated in this way, if the 
| object of our legislation is to be perverted as here 
in this case, there is no safety for any man, any 
bill, or any legislation. 

I am asked if it makes any difference, It is 
| contended by the parties who hold this charter, 
| that it does, and that it gives them the benefit of 
this grant, but my own opinion is that it does 
not. ‘Chat that was the object in view [ have no 
manner of doubt. «It is an alteration and mutila- 


i tion of a record of this House, and f call upon the 


House to pass the following resolution. 
Mr. HENN. Inasmuch as 1 am upon the En- 


‘ rolling Committee, it is necessary for me to place 


this matter right by making the following state- 
ment. I havea distinct recollection that when 
the bill was compared by the committee, the 
word “ future”? was not in it. Lt was surprised 
that it was not, because J knew it was in the 
original bill, Ithen went and got the original 
bill, and found that the word was stricken out 
there. I do not know whether the word “ or” or 
“and” was in the bil when we compared it. 
But F recollect distinctly about the word ‘ future”? 
not being in the bill, and on comparing it with the 
original, } found it stricken out. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, There is no question 
in regard to the word ‘* future.™ It is only in re- 
lation to the other word ‘and,’ and the mutila- 
: tion of the record. 
| Mr. HENN. I would like to ask the gentle- 
i man from Illinois whether he understands the 
alteration was made since the bill was compared? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. [understand from the 
proper authority, that the alteration was made 
‚after the bill had been sent from this House to 

the Senate. It is a House bill, and, of course, 
it must have been engrossed. 

Mr. HENN. The effect of this mutilation I 
do notexactly understand. I was somewhat sur- 
prised that the word ‘ future” should be stricken - 
| out in the original bill, because I understood from 

the friends of the bill at the lime it was originated 
I sup- 
posed it passed in that way until I came to read 
the engrossed bill, and found the word “ future” 
stricken out. 

The resolution offered by Mr. W AsSHBURNE was 
then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That a special committee of —— be ap- 
pointed for the purpose of inquiring whether the text of 
House bill 342 ‘to aid the construction of a railroad in the 
Territory of Minnesota’ was altered, orin any way changed 
i quent to its engrossment, or passage 
in this House, without the authority of the House, and if 
s0, hy whom and under what circumstances such change 
was made; and that said committee be empowered to send 
for persons and papers, and to examine witnesses on oath 
in the premises. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I would inquire whether 
the gentleman from Illinois could not effect bis ob- 
ject by referring this matter to the select commit- 
tee of which my colleague [Mr. Lercuer] is 
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chairman? Weare all aware that it is a difficult 
thing to keep a quorum here, as we found on Sat- 
urday last; and it strikes me, if I recollect aright, 
that by the wording of the resolution introduced 
by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Lercurr,] 
the select committee for the investigation of the 
"charges in the Colt case is clothed with full and 
complete powers to cover all legislation of this 

Congress. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. My first intention was 
to have this matter referred to the select committee 
of which the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Lercuer} is chairman; but, on consultation and 
after reflection, I was convinced that, with such 
on amount of labor before them, that committee 
could uot well pay attention to this subject. 

Mr. LETCHER. [ do not know what the 
opinion of the committee is respecting the con- 
struction to be put upon the resolution on which 
they were appointed, as to the extent of power 
delegated to them. But it is certainly my own 
opinion that this matter does not come within the 
range of inquiry committed to us. Not at all. 
And then. besides, I should like to see work prop- 
erly divided and a committee appointed for the 
purpose specified by the gentleman from Hlinois, 
with. probably my colleague (Mr. McMurur] 
placed at the head of it.. [Laughter.] 

Mr. McMULLIN. . My colleague knows that 
his colleague could not be put at the head of the 
committee without a departure from parliament- 
ary rules. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire simply to suggest 
to the gentleman who has proposed to introduce 
this resolution, [Mr. WasHsurneg,] that he so 
modify it as to embrace all interpolations which 
may have been made in any other papers on file, 
or in any other of the records of this House. 
My reason for this is the fact, which the Chair 

> will well remember, that only four days ago an 
important interpolation had been made to a reso- 
lution that had been reported, fixing the compen- 
sation of some of the officers of this House. We 
getinto a difficulty about it. The honorable gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Curtis] had in- 
troduced a resolution, some week or two before, 
which was laid over. When the House came to 
act on that resolution, and when we were in the 
midst of the call of the roll on the yeas and nays 
on the passage of this resolution, it was discovered 
that an important interpolation had been made in 
it between the time of its introduction and the 
time of the vote being taken on it. The matter, 
however, was passed over. 

Now, [ know nothing about the merits of that 
alteration. Ido not undertake to say that any 
fraud was intended. But certainly, sir, it is due 
to the integrity of this House, that this thing should 
be put a stop to. And I know no better way of 
doing so than to have this select committee—if it 
beinstituted—instructed notto confine itself merely 
to the case now brought to our attention, but to 
investigate all the facts connected with these in- 
terpolations. Remarks were made on the occasion 
to which I have referred, which might have had a 

rejudicial effect on the reputation of the clerks. 
Piave no doubt that they were entirely innocent— 
there was an interpolation in that joint resolution 
as it appeared to be evident there was. I know 
nothing of it. But I think it is due to them, as it 
is due to the members of this House, who do not 


tamper with the papers on file, that the facts | 


should be known. 

For one, I am unwilling that these things should 
go abroad to the country, casting an aspersion, to 
some extent, upon all the members of this House. 
Let us have the examination, and let the facts be 
made known. Let us understand who it is who 
make these interlineations, and what the purposes 
to be accomplished by them. I hope the gentle- 
man will accept a modification of his resolution. 
I propose to offer the following amendment: 

Add at the end of the resolution the following words: 

And also in regard to all other cases of interpolations of 
bills of the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not rise to debate this 
resolution at all, but to give notice that to-morrow 
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| investigate the first case, and report that to the 


I shall introduce a bill to repeal this bill—the 
Minnesota land bill. 

Mr.McMULLIN. I trust that the gentleman | 
from Hlinois will not object to the. amendment - 
which has been introduced by the gentleman from 
Ohio. If itis right and proper to investigate the 
interpolation of the records in one case, it is so |- 
in another. And, sir, it has been well said by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. CamerELL,] that it is 
due to the character of the clerks of this body - 
that this whole matter should be investigated. if 
I am right, or if the gentleman is right in saying | 
that the select committee to which he referred has 
not the power conferred upon them to examine 
this case, [ shall most cheerfully go for the adoption 
of the resolution, as submitted by the gentleman 
from Ilinois, (Mr. Wasnsurne;] for I am not 
disposed still further to encumber that select com- 
mittee in the discharge of the duties they have to 
perform. If you investigate one case, investi- 
gate all, and therefore I hope the House will 
adopt the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Ohio. Let the committee, to be appointed, 


House, und while the House is acting upon that, 
let them investigate he other, and make their re- 
port. These interpolations are unusual, and I 
regret that these things have occurred; but having |! 
occurred, they should be fully and completely 
investigated. 

Mr. ORR. I believe the resolution should be 
adopted, and I demand the previous question. 

Mr. MACE. I ask the gentleman from South 
Carolina to withdraw his call for the previous 
question, and allow me to submit to the House 
another resolution in reference to this matter. 

Mr. ORR. Iwill hear it read. 

The resolution was reported, as follows: | 


Resolved, also, That the select committee be instructed 
to inquire what quantity of land has been purchased, and 
by whom, at the proposed terminus of said Minnesota 
railroad since the bill passed. 

Mr. ORR. As that resolution involves a col- 
lateral question only, which is not connected with 
this matter directly, and although 1 do not wish | 
to be discourteous to the gentleman from Indiana, 
I must decline to withdraw my demand for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The first question being upon the amendment 
offered by Mr. Campse.t, it was put; and the 
amendment was agreed to. . 

The blank in the resolution was then filled with 
the word “ five.” 

‘The question was then taken upon the resolu- 
tion as amended; and it was adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MACE. [ now ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to allow me to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to in- 
quire what quantity of land bas been purchased, and by 
whom, at tbe proposed termination of the Minnesota rail- 
road, since the bill passed. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 
the resolution upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is not yet 
before the House. 

_Mr. STUART. Then I object to its introduc- | 
tion. 

Mr. MACE. I move to suspend the rules, 


ALABAMA RAILROAD BILL AGAIN. 
The SPEAKER. That motionis not in order. | 


A motion is already pending to suspend the rules, | 
submitted by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. | 
Cozs,] to enable him to move to discharge the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the! 
Union from the further consideration of a bill! 
granting the right of way and a donation of land 
to the Siate of Alabama, in aid of the construction 
of the Cosa and Tenneasee Riverrailroad, in said 


I move to lay 


i 
i 
i 
i 


State, leading from Gadsden tothe ‘Ter 
river, ator near Gunter’s Landing =: ve 
Mr. JONES,. of Tennessee. If the-rules' be 
suspended, and this -bill: taken up, will it be in” 
order to move other railroad bills'as amendments 
to this one? EO Tit ie 
‘The SPEAKER. `The: Chair will decid 
question when it arises. Te 
Mr. COBB. I donot know of any proposition 
to hitch on other railroad bills, other. than these 
for Alabama, to this one, and. J am sure that ‘none 
will be entertained. bP NIUE ein 
The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered 
on Mr. Cozs’s motion. i P Baao 
The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas.96, nays 65; as follows: 6800 So se 
YEAS—Messrs.. Abercrombie, James’C.: Alien, “Willis 
Allen, Ashe, Banks, Barksdale,. Barty, Benton, Bliss, 
Breckinridge, Bugg, Campbell, Carutbersy, Chamberlain, 
Chandler, Chrisman, Churchweil, Clark, Cobb, Cook, Cul- 
lom, Curtis, John G. Davis; Thomas Davis; Dick, Disney, 
Dowdell, Eastman, Edgerton, Thonias. D.-Bliot, Bvertiare, 
Farley, Florence, Green, Greenwood, Sampson WéHarris, 
Harrison, Henn, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Jobngon, 
Roland Jones, Knox, Lamb, Latham, Lindley, Macy, Mau- 
rice, Maxwell, Mayal, John G. Miller, Nichols, Norton, 
Otds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peckham, Pen- 
nington, Phelps, Phillips, Preston, Ready, Reese, Richard- 
son, Riddle, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, 
Shower, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 


i 


|| R. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, John: L. 


Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tweed, Upham, 
Vail, iilihu B. Waskburne, Wells, Tappan Wentworth, 
Hentirick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bennett, Benson, Boeoek, Boyce, 
Bridges, Carpenter, Caskie, Colguitt, Corwin, Cox, Craige, 
Grocker, Dawson, Dickinson, Dunham, :Ghison, English, 
Faulkner, Flagler, Franklin, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, 
Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, ‘Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, 
Hill, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kit- - 
tredge, Kurtz, Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, MeMullin; Me- 
Nair, Matteson, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Mutray,; Noble, i 
Packer, Parker, Bishop Perkins, Pringle, Puryear, David 
Ritchie, Ruffin, Shaw, Simmons, Skelton, Wiiliam Smith, 
Andrew Sinart, John J. Taylor, front, Wade, Walley, 
Israel Washburn, Wheeler, and Daniel B; Wright—-85. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


ENROLLED BILLS... ` 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported the following Senate bills as cor- 
rectly enrolled, which, thereupon, received the sig- 
nature of the Speaker: 

An act to confirm the claim of Dusuan de la 
Croix to a lot of land therein described; ` 

An act for the relief of Charles Cooper.and 
company; : fe a 

An act authorizing’ Victor Morass to relingúish 
certain lands, and to enter the same quantity else- 
where; : il R 

An act for the relief of James Dunning; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Mitchell; ” 

An act for the relief of John Phagan; 

Anact for the relief of Ezra Williams; 

An act for the relief of the legal representative 
of Joshua Kennedy, deceased; and — 

A resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Territory of New Mexico to adjust and. pay ‘to 
Juan C. Armigo, José L. Pereas, and James S. 
Collins, the amount by them loaned to the Legis- 


| lative Assembly of the Territory of New .Mex- 
l| ico, under the authority of a joint resolution of 


that body, approved June 17, 1851 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended,.and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 


! state of the Union. 


The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 86, noes 52. 

So the motion was agreed to. ; 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Warrer in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The first business before 
the committee is the consideration of House bill 
(No. 96) entitled “ A bill making appropriations 
for the transportation of the United States mail:by 
ocean steamers, and otherwise, during’ the. fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1855.” sey 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 0 ss 
Mr. HOUSTON. Lask for the consideration 
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appropriati 
of defense, and for repairs of barracks and quar- 
ters, for the year ending 30th June, 1855.” 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was j; 
taken up for consideration. i 
Mr. HAVEN. I move to dispense with the | 
firet reading of the bill. 
The motion was agreed to. i 
The bill was then read by paragraphs for |: 
amendment. i 
Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, offered the following amendment: 
. Afier line forty-two insert: 


For armament of fortifications in the harbor of San Fran- 
cisea, California, $130,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr, PHILLIPS. I move to insert after the 
amendment which has been just made an amount 
of $25,000 for carrying on the fortification of Fort 
Gaines, on Dauphin Island, Mobile harbor. 

I hold in my hand a letter from the Secretary of 
War, recommending an appropriation of $25,000 
or $30,000 for the construction of this work. A 
similar letter has also been presented to the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs, and 1 have their con- 
sent and approbation in offering this amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I inquire if thatis | 
a new work entirely? | 

Mr, PHILLIPS. There has been a small ap- 
přopriation heretofore made for the purchase of į: 
the site on Dauphin Island, and the balance to be 
applied to the construction of the work. Within 
the last few days the title has become perfect. 
The original appropriation was made many years 
ago, and the delay has been owing to the fact that 
until this time the title could not be perfected, in 
order to enable the Government to go on with the 
work. They have purchased one half of the 
island for a very small amount of money, and this 
appropriation is asked for to enable the Govern- 
ment to continue the work. : 

I will read a letter from the Secretary of War 
upon the subject, if any gentleman desires further 
information. 

Mr. HAVEN. Will the gentleman now yield 
the floor to me? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 1 will. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will move that the committee 
rise, for the purpose of closing debate upon this |: 
bill, and then I will move directly to go back 
again into committee, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There will be no 
unnecessary debate upon this bill. I hope the 
question will be taken upon the amendment, 

Mr. HAVEN. I submit the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. 
Water) reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
to order, had the Union generally under consid- 
eration, and particularly the bill of the House 
(No. 116) “ making appropriations for fortifica- 
tions and other works of defense, and for repairs į 
of barracks and quarters, for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1855,” and had come to no conclu- 
gion thereon. : 

Mr. HAVEN. Imove the usual resolution 
to close debate upon the fortification bill in five 
minutes after its consideration shall again be re- 
sumed In committee. i 

The resolution was considered and adopted. | 

Mr, HAVEN. [I move that the rules be sus- |; 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the |} 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Warrer in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of House bill (No. 116) known as the 
fortification bill, the pending question being-upon | 
the amendment offered by Mr, Puriuies. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
letters from the Secretary of War, to which the 
gentleman from Alabama alluded, may be read. 

The letters were read, as follows: 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Sia: The United States having obtained a perfect title to | 
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W asuneton, July 15, 1854. 


i title to the site has been perfected. 
: tary would not make a requisition on the Govern- į 
| ment for an appropriation while the title to the site 


$25,000 or $30,000 can be expended during the coming 
season with advantage. 


I have, therefore, the honor to. request that an amend- 


|! ment to appropriate either of the last named sums be made 
| to the fortification bill. 


Very respecttully, your obedient servant, 
JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 


: Hon. C. J. FAULKNER, Chuirman Committee 


on Military Afairs, House of Representatives. 
War DEPARTMENT, 


WASHINGTON, July 14, 1854. } 
Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your lener of the 12th instar, asking such a recommenda- 
tion from this Department as will enable you to move an 


: amendment to provide an appropriation for the construc 
| tion ofa work on Dauphin Island, 4iobile harbor. 

In reply, | have to state that the operations on Fort ! 
Gaines, on Dauphin Island, have been delayed by the dif- | 
: fieulty of obtaining a perfect title tothe site, in consequence 
_ of whieh the balance available for the work, $13,000, has 
+ remained unexpended for some time. 


A satisfactory title having recently been obtained, oper- 


ations can be commenced, and an appropriation of $25,000 | 
or $30,000, in addition to the balance on hand, can be ad- | 
vantageously expended ou the work during the coming | 


season; and I have sent to the Committee on Military 
Affairs a recommendation for that appropriation. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 
Hon. P. Putvips, House of Representatives. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. To me this seems 
to be a loose way of commencing so large a work 
as the one under consideration. We should have 


| before us estimates and plans of some kind as to 


the particular kind of work which it is proposed 
to construct there. In my judgment, the more 


: prudent course would be to let this matter go over 
i to the next session, now only three or four months 
í distant. 


In the mean time, let the Department 
make estimates of the entire cost—of course, fix- 


i ine ona plan for the construction of the work—all 
g P 


to be submitted at the next session. The Secretary 


: of War does not even say to us whether he deems 
i the erection of this fortification necessary. 


Nor 
does he say anything in his communication as to 


the plan of the work, or anything as to the prob- || 
; able cost. 


He merely states that, in his opinion, 
$25,000 would be advantageously expended; and 
this statement he does not make of his own sug- 
gestion, or because he thought the work right and 


proper, but in reply to the request of the gentle- |: 
man to make such estimate as would enable him i 
| to move an amendment in order to this bill. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Chairman, a few words, 
I think, will satisfy my friend from Tennessee. 
His last observation I shall answer first. Hesays 
that the Secretary of War has only sent in this 
requisition in answer to a request from myself. 
The Secretary states in his letter the reason why 


| requisition was not made from his Department for 
i this appropriation when the others were made. It |; 
i was simply because of the fact that it was only 


within the few past days that the Government’s 


remained under the shadow of a cloud. When the 


| title was perfected, he then made the requisition; 


and it has been made within the last few days only, 


because the title to the site was only perfected j 


within the last few days, and not because I, or any 


: other member of the committee, asked him to do |i 


it as a favor. 
Another objection. He says thatthere ought to 


| be some plan fixed on before we go to work. Does 
: the gentleman suppose that an appropriation 
would be asked for to construct a fortification un- }: 


less a plan had been adopted by the Department 
of the Government to which this matter had been 


intrusted? Does the gentleman suppose that the |; 
Secretary could be so ignorant of his duties as to |: 
i come to this House, and ask for appropriations 
` for the construction of fortifications, the plañ of 
: which had not been agreed on? i 
: For years past it has been determined to locate 
| fortification at this important point, the mouth | 


Certainly not. 


of Mobile harbor. The plan has been completed 


: and adopted, and appropriation is now asked for | 
‘the purpose of carrying it out. i 
d I will say to my | 
` friend, that if there js a point on our whole Gulf i; 


ng; an 


This is not a new thi 


coast which requires defense, it is the very one for 


© which we are now asking this appropriation, It, 
|; is one of the most vulnerable and exposed ports 
i of the whole coast; and in case of any difficulty | 
| arising between us and any maritime Power, and : 
! the seat of war were the Gulf of Mexico, Mobile | 


would be the city most liable to attack from the 
$ 


The Secre- | 


enemy. An important trade and commerce find 
their protection there. We therefore ask the 
Government to carry out the recommendation 
which has been made by the Department, to which 
the construction of these works are intrusted. I 
ask for tellers on the amendment. 

Tellers were not ordered. ‘ 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to propose the follow- 
ing amendment, to come in after the last clause of 
the bill: 

For contingent expenses of fortifications not herein mén- 
tioned, the preservation of their sites, the protection of titles 
and repairs of sudden damages to forts, $20,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House. 


SENATE AMENDMENTS TO THE INDIAN AP- 


PROPRIATION BILL. 

The committee next proceeded to consider the 
| amendments of the Senate to House bill No. 46, 
| « making appropriations for the current and con- 
| tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and 
| for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various In- 
| dian tribes for the year ending June 30, 1855.” 
|| The first amendment was reported, as follows: 
. Page two, line fourteen, after the word “ dollars,” insert 
li the following proviso: 
| Provided, ‘That the President may, from time to time, in 
| his discretion, remove or change the location of any of the 
| superintendencies. ow or hereafter to be established by 
|! law: And provided further, ‘Phat whenever the President 
| may order the transter of the duties of superintendent of 
| {ydian affairs from the Governor of the Territory of Min- 
| nesota, the salary of said Governor shall thereafter be 
i 
| 
i 


$2,500 per annum 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the committee 
i do now rise, for the purpose of limiting debate on 
i this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. 
i Jones, of Tennessee, having taken the chair as 
| Speaker pro tempore, the Chairman of the com- 
| mittee reported that the Committee of the W hole 
i on the state of the Union had had under consider- 
ation House bill No. 46, with the Senate amend- 
| ments thereto, and had come to no conclusion 
|| thereon. 

il Mr. ILOUSTON submitted the usual resolution 
| closing debate on said bill within five minutes 
| after its consideration should have been resumed 
| by the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union. 

The resolution was adopted. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the rules 
of the House be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
-the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 

House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
; Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Warrier 
| in the chair.) 
| The CHAIRMAN. The question pending, 
| when the committee rose, was on the first amend- 
|! ment to the Indian appropriation bill, which has 
| been reported. 
' Mr. HOUSTON. The first portion of that 
i amendment provides that the President may from 
i time to time, in his discretion, remove or change 
the location of any of the superintendencies now 
or hereafter to be established. In that portion of 
it the Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
: mend a concurrence. But the committee recom- 
| mend that the balance of thatamendment be striken 
out. That is, after the word “law,” in the 
seventeenth line, strike out all down to the twenty- 
first line. That clause gives the President the 
power to make a division of the duties of the 
superintendent and Governor of the Territory of 
Minnesota. The committee recommend a non- 
concurrence in it. 

The question was taken on striking out the 
following clause: 

And provided further, That whenever the President may 
order the trausferof the duties of superintendent of Indian 
affairs from the Governor of the Territory of Minnesota, 
the salary of said Governor shall thereafter be $2,500 per 
auuuin. 

The motion to strike out was agreed to. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
; ment of the Senate, as amended, the amendment, 
|i as amended, was agreed to. 
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The second amendment: i 
Page two, after line twenty-five, insert the following: 
.« For pay of five Indian sub-agents for California, at an 
annual salary of $1,500 each, $7,500. 

For pay of four Indian sub-agents in Oregen Territory, 
at an annual salary of $1,000 each, $4,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means have recommended a concurrence in 
the second Senate’ amendment, with an amend- 
ment. They propose to reduce the number of 
sub-agents from five to three, and to reduce the 
amount from $7,500 to $4,500. ; 

The amendment, if so amended, will read: 

For pay of three Indian sub-agents, for California, at an 
annual salary of $1,500 each, $4,500. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The amendment ef the Senate, as amended, was 
then concurred in. 

Mr. ORR. I offer the following amendment, to 
come in immediately after the amendment which 
. has just been concurred ins 

For the pay of two Indian sub-agents in the Territory 
of New Mexico, at an annual salary of St ,000 each, $2,000. 

The appropriation has been recommended by 
the Governor of the Territory of New Mexico. 

The question being put upon the amendment, 

Mr. WHEELER called fer a division of the 
House. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
“man from New York (Mr. Wueexer] will with- 
draw his opposition to this amendment, when [ 
-assure him that it isthe earnest wish of the Dele- 
gate from that Territory, who cannot speak a 
word of our language; and it is also exactly such 
& provision as is made for the Territory of Wash- 
ington. There are numerous tribes of Indians in 
New Mexico, and I hope the gentleman anéithe 
committee will not object to the amendment. It 
is needful. There are no sub-agents there now. 
There arein that Territory three tribes of Ca- 
manches alone. The Delegate from that Terri- 
tory went to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Orr,] whois the chairman of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and assured him of its neces- 
sity, and desired him to attend to the matter. 

There are four sub-agents allowed to Oregon 
Territory, three to California, and two to Wash- 
ington Territory, and we ask for this new Terri- 
tory of New Mexico, only two sub-agents. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. If my colleague 
will allow me, { will say that, independent of all 
Statements of any individuals, the census shows 
conclusively that he is precisely right in his state- 
ments. 

The question being on Mr. Orr’s amendment, 

Me. SMITH, of Virginia, called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. ORR, ‘I stated to the committee—I do not 
know whether I was heard—that the Governor 
of the Territory of New Mexico had assured me 
that it was necessary that these sub-agents should 
be appointed to enable him to discharge the func- 
tions of superintendent of the Indians in that 
Territory. I have no feeling whatever in relation 
to the matter. If the committee do not choose to 
adopt the amendment they can let it alone. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

. EXPLANATION, > 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan. A circumstance 
has occurred in the House this morning which in- 
duces me to appeal to the committee to permit me 
to make a personal explanation. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. STEVENS. I appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. WALSH. Ifa charge has been made 
against the gentleman, I will withdraw my ob- 
jection, but not otherwise. 

Mr. STEVENS. A charge has been made 
against me, and it is for that reason that I desire 
to make the explanation. It has been stated to 
me that my name has been connected with the 


matter upon which a special committee has been | 


appointed this morning, in reference to the alter- 
ation of the records of the House. 
I, as the member of the committee on Public 


Lands who reported the bill to the House, feel | 


myself called upon to make a statement of such 


facts as have come within my knowledge, or so | 


far as I personally know them—ard I do so upon 

my honor—in reference to these alterations. 
After this bill had been sent to the committee of 

which Iam a member, and after it had been re- 


ferred particularly to me by that committee, gen- 
tlemen who were connected with the bill called 
upon me, and requested that before it was: pre- 
sented to the committee for their report, certain 
alterations should be made in the third. section. 
They explained the alterations which they desired 
made—of the design and object of the alterations 
I was then, and am even now ignorant. One was 
to effect legislation in Minnesota in regard to lands 
which might be granted by Congress to.that Ter- 
ritory. Todo so, I myself struck out the word 
‘future. The other alteration was in reference 
to the construction that might be given to the word 
t or” as it then stood in the bill, After hearing 
what was said on the subject, I thought it proper 
to strike out that word, and in its place to insert 
“and.” 

I knew, Mr. Chairman, that | had stricken out 
the word “ future,” and I thought that I had sub- 
stituted ‘‘and ” for ‘‘or.”? 1 presented the bill to 
the committee. It was adopted, and I was in- 
structed to report it to the House. I did so. It 
passed this body, and wenttotheSenate. When 
in the other branch of Congress, my attention was 
again called to it; and it was remarked that, as it 
was before the Senate, the bill did not contain the 
alteration which I supposed that I had made. | 
then conferred with one or two members of the 
Senate on the subject. They rather spoke to me 
on the subject, and I told them frankly that when 
I reported the bill from my committee 1 had made 
the alteration. When I asked for leave to report 
the bill to the House, I told them, in addition, that 
I had stated the substance of it, and, as I thought, 
the alteration was made, and that, if it were pos- 
sible, I should be glad if the change indicated were 
made. This was the last I heard of it while it 
was in the Senate. Subsequently one of the 
clerks of the Senate, General Patton, came to me 
in the lobby, just in front of the center door, and 
holding out the bill to me, asked whether it was 
right. On looking at it, I replied that I was of 
opinion it had passed this House different from 
what it was then. I think that I said: ‘* General, 
you will find, oy looking at the original draft, that 
the word ‘and ’ is substituted for ‘or.’?”? Asking 
me to go to the clerk’sroom, | went with him there, 
and tothe desk of Mr. Sproule. The matter was 
talked over, and there 1 made the statement that I 
had supposed I had altered the original draft in the 
way indicated, and that when I voted for it on its 
passage, I was under the belief it contained that 
very alteration. The question then arose, Could 
the alteration be made? (And I might remark just 
here that several Senators, whose names I shall 
not mention, stated that these w&re mere verbal 
alterations, and might be made, as such alterations 
were frequently made. 

Mr. HUNT. Name them. 
do so as part of the truth. Š 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 shaljdo what is honorable; 
and I shall do no more. The clerks referred to, at 
once said that they did not know that they had the 
power to make the alteration, After further con- 
versation, the matter was adjourned to Mr. For- 
ney’s room. I went with General Patton and Mr. 
Sproule to Mr. Forney’s room, and made a state- 
ment similar to the one which I have already 
given. The matter was discussed, and Mr. For- 
ney asked General Patton how it was about such 
things? General Patton replied: ‘ We frequently 
make such alterations.” Mr. Forney then said 
that perhaps it had better be made, or something 
like that.. d then left the room. I presume the 
alteration was made in consequence of what took 
place on that occasion. 

I have stated this matter fairly and candidly. I 
wish to withhold nothing. I wish to state every- 
thing which took place, however much I may be 
implicated in the transaction. However much I 
may have erred as a member of this House anda 
gentleman, I wish gentlemen to know it. If I 
have erred, the error is one of judgment and not 
of the heart. I intended to do nothing wrong. I 
am fully convinced that Colonel Forney, in yield- 


It is your duty to 


| ing his assent to the alteration, supposed that he 


was only doing that which was right. 

I wish to say here, that that was the first and 
last interview I had with Colonel Forney upon the 
subject. I never had talked to him before about 
the bill, so help me God. I do not know what 
was the design of the gentlemen who spoke. to 
me about having the bill changed from its original 
form. I allude to those who spoke te me before 


| the bill was. reported from 


say that.the word “further?” was stricken 
me. I intended to -have stricken out t 
“or,” and inserted “tand ) in-its place. 
not aware it was left out until I was infor 
some gentleman of the Senate, or by some 
who had learned the fact from the S nate. 
: Mr. FAULKNER.” | wish to‘ask the 
man from Michigan if he has any local or pe 
interest in the matter? SAS A See a 

Mr. STEVENS.: ‘Tehave none in: the: ‘world, 
except that the road connects the waterg of the 
Mississippi with the waters of Lake Superior by 
steam navigation, and thereby benefits my State. 
That is all the interest I have in the world, and 
the alteration of this bill cannot affect that general 
purpose at all, : ooog 

r. MeNAIR.. Do- I understand the gentle- 
man as saying that he ordered this thing done? 

Mr. STEVENS. I said this: If the thing could 
be done that I should be highly gratified to haye 
it done. ` EOE Ta 

Mr: HAVEN. Js the gentleman from: Michi- 
gan through? : : : 

Mr. STEVENS. One word more. Iwas, 
asked if I had any interest in thie matter. ‘have 
endeavored to explain that I have not, éxcépt:s80 
far asit benefits my State; and in benefitingmy 
State it benefits a great many other States.’ The 
alteration which has been made in this case, as L 
understand it, simply gives to the companiés 
which are now organized, but were not organized 
at the time this bill passed, an opportunity to com- 
pee in the Legislature for a portion of this land. 

hat is all the difference which the change makes. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the committee will’ go. 
on with the business before us. These statements 
will be embodied in the testimony to be submitted 
to us by the committee. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. ‘Will the gentle- 
man from Michigan (Mr. Stevens] state whether 
he was not accompanied by.a Senator from Iowa 
at the time he paid his visit to the Clerk? + 

Mr. SOLLERS. I shall object to gentlemen 
asking any further questions. e-have alread ym 
appointed a committee for the purpose of investi- 
gating this matter, and reporting their action ‘to. 
the House. DS 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL——-AGAIN. 


Fourth amendment: 


For pay of three Indian agents in Washington Territory, 
for six months, ending June 30, 1854, $2,250. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment, 

‘The amendment was concurred in. 

Fifth amendment: $ ‘ 


For pay of two Indian sub-agents.in Washington Terrl~ 
tory, for six months, ending June 30, 1854, $1,000, 4 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. ` 

The amendment was concurred in.- 


Sixth amendment: 

For salaries of six agents, authorized by this act, at the 
rate of $1,500 per annum each, the sum of $9,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: a : 

For salary of five Indian agents, of the second class, ac- 
cording to existing laws, at the rate, in future, of @500 
each per annum, $2,500. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is an amendment pro- 
posing to increase the pay of these officers. The 
Committee of Ways and Means recommend a 
non-concurrence in it, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 

For pay of six interpreters for the Indian tribes in Wash- 
ington Territory, $3,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Ninth amendment: 

For pay of six interpreters for the Indian tribes ip Wash- 
ington Territory, for six months, ending Jung; 30; : 1854, 
$1,500. , 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommended the. striking out of the 
word $500 in this amendment, sọ as to make the 


appropriation $1,009.. We did so in pursuance of an 
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2 éstingate submitted by Governor Stevens, which I 
hold in my hand. He estimates ‘$ for incidental 
. expenses, $500; for six interpreters for half a 
year, $1,000. An examination, however, and | 
also from having had my attention calied to the 
fact by the Indian Bureau, I am satisfied that 
Governor Stevens has made a mistake in his esti- | 
mate, and that the sum ought to be $1,500. The 
yearly salary. of an interpreter is $500; and, | 


therefore, the salary for half a year of six of them | 
is $1,500. The Senate were right in their amend- | 


cies and the rèpairs thereof. The améndment 
proposed applies to the Washington Territory 
alone. An appropriation of some amount for that 
purpose is usually made. We have mace them in 


|| all Indian appropriation bills, sometimes more, and 


sometimes less; and the money is applied indis- 
criminately, to any Indian country, wherever the 
Department conceives a necessity for such an ap- 
plication exists. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Lane’s 
amendment to the amendment was not agreed to. 


ment, and the estimate of Governor Stevens was 
erroneous.. The Committee of Ways and Means, 
therefore, recommend a concurrence in the Senate 
amendment, 

The question was put; and the amendment was 
concurred in. 


For erecting buildings for Indian agents in Washington 
Territory, $5,000, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways | 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that | 
amendment of the Senate, for the reason thatthey | 
suppose the appropriation is premature, to say | 
the least of it. Up to this time there have been ; 
no treaties made with the Indian tribes in Wash- | 
ington Territory; and no sites have been selected | 
where the agents’ buildings can be erected. Iun- | 
derstand, however, that my friend from South | 
Carolina has a communication on the subject, | 
which [ have no objection to hear read. | 

Mr. ORR. It isa communication from Gov- | 
rnor Stevens, addressed to me as chairman of: 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. His views are | 
in favor of the appropriation being made. He j 
BAYS: | 

“I also stated what seemed to me strong reasons for an | 
appropriation for agency buildings. ‘The best positions for | 
the three agencies are: for Puget Sound, the south eud 
of Whilby’s Island; for the Central agency, the site of 
Walkers and Eels mission; for the Bastern agencies, | 
opposite Hell Gate, in the St. Mary’s valley. ‘There are 
absolutely no buildings whatever for these purposes. His; 
proposed they shall be plain and simple. But there will: 
be required in each case accommodation for the agent aad | 
his interpreter, aroom for fudian goods, a room for the 
reception and accommodation of Indians visiting the agen- 
gies on business, In addition to which, for the Central 
and Eastern agencies, a corral will be required for animals- : 
» The sum asked of $5,000 has been based ona careful . 
ealeulation of the minimum sum required to get simply | 
comfortable shelter for the Indian officers, &c., where no 
buildings now exist. f think, by care in maniging the | 
basisess, buildings ean be pat up which will answer for | 
| years; and itis probable that hereatiey repairs aud 
additions ean be made at very trifling expense? 

{ concurred with the gentleman from Alabama, 
in the impropriety of making any appropriation | 
until | had a conversation with Governor Stevens. 
The sum of $5,000 proposed will cover the ex- | 
penses of the agency buildings; and it is neces- 
sary that there should be some buildings at these 
agencies. , f 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from South Carolina one question. Is this | 
sum of $5,000, intended to commence the erection 


of permanent buildings at the agencies, or is it! 
necessary for providing temporary accommoda- 


| 
tions? , | 
Mr. ORR. The $5,000 will be sufficient to ! 
complete the buildings as at present advised. | 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. Lam unwilling to ask | 
money for anything which is not right. But | 
want to offer, now, anamendment to that amend- 
ment. The Indians in Oregon are more numerous 
than they are in Washington Territory, and they | 
give us more trouble to takecareof them, Agency | 
buildings are necessary in Washington Territory, 
and will be more necessary in Oregon, and J there- 
fore propose to amend the amendment. of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, by adding an equal 
appropriation for the construction of suitable 
agency buildings in the Territory of Oregon. 
Mr. PECKHAM. I wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from Oregon whether there have her 


tofore been any buildings of that sort for these | 


agencies in his Territory? 


Mr. LANE. There have been superintendency - 
‘We have Indians in different portions | 
of the Territory, but, up to this time, I think there || 


buildings. 


has not been any appropriation for those buitlings. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Probably the gentleman 


from New York will be answered to his satisfac- | 


tion if he will look to the item of the original bill 


which immediately precedes the place where this | 


amendment comes in. He will find there an ap- 
propriation of $10,000 for the building of agen- 


i] 

| 

i 

Tenth amendment: | 
j 

| 


The CHAIRMAN then announced the ques- 
tion to be upon non-concurring in the amendment 
of the Senate, f 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
that if he will put the question directly upon con- 
curring in the amendment of the Senate, it may be 
all done by one vote. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence; but if 
the motion to non-eoncur should be lost, the ques- 
| tion would then have to be taken upon concurring 
in the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will adopt the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Alabama, and 
put the question upon concurring in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 
| Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I desire to ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Mesns 
if he still recommends a non-concurrence ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means. I 
will state, however, that information is presented 
by Governor Stevens’s letter, which certainly was 
not before the committee. 

Mr. WALSH. i would inquire whether the 
| Committee of Ways and Means has had a meet- 
ing since the letter has been received? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly not. The letter 
has only just been brought out a few minutes ago. 

‘Lhe question being upon concurring in the Sen- 
i} ate amendment, 


|| Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers. 


Tellers were not ordered. 
The amendment was then non-concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 


the Catawba fidians to the west of the Mississippi river 


homes, provided thata home shalt first be obtained for 
thein, and that they shall be removed only with their own 
consent, 35,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways and 


ment. J havea short extract from a letter from 
the Department, which I will read, if required. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Twelfth amendment: 

After 61852,” ig line one hundred and thirty-two, insert 
the words as stipMtlated in the ninth article of said weaty;”? 
so that the paragraph would read : 

For payment to the Chickasaw nation in full of the ex- 
penses of their commissioners 


said areaty, $1,500. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is to make more spe- 
cific the reference to the treaty. The Conimittee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 


| The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 
For first of ten instalments for the purchase of goods, 
| provisions, and agricultural implements, stipulated in the 
sixth) article of the treaty of the 27th of July, 81853, 318,000. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend aconcurrence in the amend- 
‘ment. It is due under provision of a recent treaty 
| which has not yet been published. We take it 
on trust that the Senate have done right. 
Theamendment was concurred in. 


Fourteenth amendment: 


For expenses of the transportation of the first of ten in- 
stallments of goods, provisions, and agricultural imple- 
H ments, stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of the 
2714h of July, 1853, $5,000: Provided, That the goods, pro- 
visions, and agricultural implements which may be pur. 
chased and transported, out of any moneys hereby appro 
priated, shalt not be delivered until the said tribes of fn- 
dians shall have assented to the amendments of the Senate 
i of the United States to the said treaty, on account of which 
they are procured. 


| Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
| and Meansrecommend aconcurrence in the amend- 

} 

i 


ment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 
mittee of Ways and Means to move the following 
amendment, tocomein after the fourteenth, which 


| 


l would suggest to the Chair | 


For the reappropriation for expenses of the removal o | 


and of setting and subsisting them one year in their new | 


Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- |; 


n negotiating the treaty of | 
the @2d of June, 1852, as stipulated in the ninth article of i 


Mr. HOUSTON. I am instructed by the Com- | 


‘has just been concurred in. It is made necessary 
by treaties which were ratified by the Senate a few 
weeks since: 


Delawares.—For the expenses of surveying the lands, 

| as provided in the second article of the treaty of the 7th 
of May, 1854, 11,146 95. 

| For the first of eight equal installments for payment of 

| five chiefs, per third and sixth articles of the treaty of the 

6th of May, 1854, $1,250. 

For the first of two installments per fourth article of the 
treaty of the 6th of May, 1854, $74,000. 

For the purchase of four sections of land for the Chris- 
tian Indians, per thirteenth article of the treaty of the 6th 
of May, 1854, $6,400. 
| For payment, under the direction of the President of the 
| United States, the sum of $5,6U0: Provided, That the said 
Christian Endians shall relieve the United States from alt 
| claims or demands for lands or money arising under the 
third and fourth articles of the agreement of the 8th of No- 
| vember, 1823, made wilh said Indians, the payment of 86,400 
| and $5,600, as above provided, being in lieu thereof, and in 
fali consideration of the same. 

Towas.—For the expenses of surveying, as provided in 
i the third article of the treaty of the 17th of May, 1854, 

$1,987 20. 

For the payment of a portion of the $157,500 due the 
Jowas, under the second clause ofthe second article of the 
treaty of the 19th of October, 1833, to be applied as an 
agrieultoral fund, per ninth article of the treaty of the 17th 
of May, 1854, $50,000: Provided, ‘That the appropriation 
herein made * for interest on $157,500, at five per centum, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of the 19th of 
October, 1838,” be reduced to the sum of $5,375. 


B 
For the payment in consideration of removal to their res- 
ervalion, and of a release of all claims per twelfth article of 
the treaty of the 17th of May, 1854, 485,000. 
Kickapoos.—¥or the expenses of selecting the reservation 
provided in the first article of the treaty of tbe 18th of May, 
1854, and for surveying and making the exterior lines of 


the same, S1,000. 

| For the first instalment of interest at five per centum on 
i! $100,060 for education, per second articie of the weaty of 
| the t8tn of May, 1854, $5,000. 

| For the payment of this sunr as the first installment in 
| money, per seeond articte of the treaty of the 18th of May, 
| £854, $25,000. 

Yor the payment for improvements and the expenses of 
appraising the same on the land ceded, per fourth article of 
| the treaty ofthe 18th of May, 1854, $15,000. 

For removal and subsistence, and in eonsideration of a 
release of all claims, per eighth article of the treaty of the 
18th of May, 1854, 720,000. 

Sacs and Foues of Missourt.—For expenses of selecting 
' the reservation provided for in the first article of the treaty 
i of the 18th of May, 1954, and for surveying and marking 

the exterior Jines of the same, $500. 

For the first of fourinstallments per second article of the 
treaty of the 18th of May, 1854, $15,000. 

For removal and subsistence, and in satisfaction of alt 
claims and demands, per sixth article of the treaty of the 
18th of May, 1854, $5,600, 

For defraying the expenses of the Creek delegation now 
in the city of Washington, and with whom a treaty has 
lately been concluded, 81,199 55. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Fifteenth amendment: 


For the expenses of running and marking the eastern 
boundary line of the Creek country west of the Arkansas, 
$8,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
| a concurrence in the amendment, 

| The amendment was concurred in. 

| Sixteenth amendment: 

j Navajos.---For fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Na- 
i 

| 

f 

| 

| 


i 
i 


| 
| 
| 
1 


vajos, pursuant to the requirements of the tenth article of 
the treaty of September 9, 1649, 45,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In submitting estimates in 
|i the early part of the session, this item was not 
i| included when it should have been; but it has been 
| estimated for since. ‘The committee recommend 
a concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred m. 
Seventeenth amendment: 

For fulfitling rhe stipulations contained in the fifth article 
; of the treaty of the 16th of March, 1854, &41,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is an appropriation 
j for carrying out the stipulations of a new treaty. 
i. The committee recommend a concurrence. 

'|  ‘Theamendment was concurred in. 


Eighteenth amendment: 


i For surveying and marking the boundary of the reserva- 
| tion of Jand stipulated in the first article of the treaty of the 
| 46th of March, 1854, $1,200. 


Sete 

Mr. HOUSTON. The appropriation here rec- 
| ommended is also for carrying out a treaty stipu- 
‘lation. The committee recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HOUSTON. My attention has been called 
j; to an omission which I had overlooked myself. 
|| The Senate amend the bill by striking out the fol- 
lowing words, from line four hundred and four- 
teen to four hundred and seventeen: 

1, . For agrienlural implements, during the pleasure of the 
j President, stipulated in the fourth article ef the treaty of the 
i} 15th of July, 1830, 8560, 


F 


The last two amendments ¢oncurred in 
substituted by the Senate in lieu thereof. The 
committee recommend. the striking out of this 
clause. ae ee z 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The nineteenth amendment; was.to strike out 
the following words: 00 0 foes : 

Ottoes and Missourias.—For education, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
reaty of the 2Lst of September, 1833, $500. © 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
a concurrence, = O ‘ 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Twentieth amendment: 

For fulfilling the stipulations contained in the fifth article 
of the treaty of the 15th of March, 1854, $20,000. 

Twenty-first amendment: 

For surveying and marking the boundary of the reserva- 
tion of land stipulated in the first article of the treaty of the 
15th of. March, 1854, $3800. 

Mr, HOUSTON. The committee recommend a 
concurrence in these amendments. 

The amendments were concurred in. 


Twenty-second amendment was to strike out of 
the following clause the words “ twenty-seventh,”’ 
and insert in lieu thereof the word ‘* twentieth: 

For interest to be paid as annuity, on $200,000, at six per 
cent: per annum, stipulated in the resolution of the Senate of 
the 27th of May, 1836, $12,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
a concurrence, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Twenty-third amendment: 

Rogue Rivers:—For the first of sixteen installments in 
blankets, clothing, farming utensils, and stock, stipulated 


in the third article of the treaty of the 10th of September, 
1853, $2,500. 


Twenty-fourth amendment: 


For the purchase of agricultural implements, clothing, 
and such other articles as may be deemed conducive to the 
comfort and necessities of said Indians, and for the ex- 
penses of such permanentimprovements as may have been 
made by claimants to land on the reserve named in the sec- 
ond article of the treaty, stipulated in the third article of 
the treaty of the 10th of September, 1853, $5,000 

Twenty-fifth amendment: i 

For payment for the property of the whites destroyed 
during the late war, stipulated in the third articte of the 
treaty of the 10th of September, 1853, $15,000. 

Twenty-sixth amendment: 

For compensation and expenses of commissioners, stipu- 
lated in the third article of the treaty of the 10th of Septem- 
ber, 1853, $5,000. 

Twenty-seventh amendment: 


For the erection of three dwelling- houses for the princi- 
pal chiefs of said tribe, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of the toth of September, 1853, $5,500: Provided, 
That no payment shall be made to said Rogue River In- 
dians, ‘or to claimants referred to in these provisions, until 
said tribe shali bave assented to the amendments of the 
Senate of the United States to the treaty, on account of 
which the several sums are appropriated. 


Mr. HOUSTON. These amounts are all due 
under the recent treaty with Indian tribes, and 
the Committee of Ways and Means recommend 
a concurrence. 

The question was taken on the twenty-third, 
twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, and 
twenty-seventh amendments, and they were seve- 
rally concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth amendments: 


Page thirty, line seven hundred and thirteen, strike out the 
word‘ third,’’ and insertin lieu thereof the word “ fourth,” 
and after the word ‘ installments” strike out the words ‘‘of 
interest ;?? so as to make the clause read : 


For fourth of fifty installments; at the rate of five per 
centum, &c. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The twenty-eighth and 
twenty-ninth, thirtieth and thirty-first, thirty-sec- 
ond, and thirty-third, thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth 
amendments, commencing at line seven hundred 
and thirteen, and going down to line seven hundred 
and thirty-four, are all of the samecharacter. They 
are made necessary by the two Houses of Congress 
having anticipated the installment due to these 
Indians in the deficiency bill. The third install- 
ment was provided for in that bill as it passed the 
House. And these amendments are simply to 
make the number of the installments conform to 
that which is now due to.the Indians. - Let the 
vote be taken on the whole of them together. 


Thirtieth and thirty-first amendments: 


Page thirty, line seven hundred and eighteen, strike out 
the word “¢ third?’ and insert “ fourth,” and strike out the 
words “of interest.” 


The clause, as amended, reads: 


centum, &¢. ne i: : ; 
Thirty-second and thirty-third amendments: 
Page thirty-one, line seven -hundred and twenty-four, 
strike out and insert as in the foregoing. or 
Thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth amendments: 
Page thirty-one, line. seven hundred and twenty-nine, 
strike out and insert as in the foregoing. . : 
The question was then taken on the twenty- 
eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-first, thirty- 
second, thirty-third, thirty-fourth, and thirty- 


-fifth amendments; and they were severally con- 


curred in. 
Thirty-sixth amendment: 


That the President be authorized to confirm to the Sioux 
of Minnesota, forever, the reserve on the Minnesota river, 
now occupied by them, upon such conditions as he may 
deem ios gen further, that it be agreed between the Uni- 
ted Stated the Sioux bands of Indians, that should it, 
any time hereafter, be considered by the United States as 
a proper policy to establish farms among and for the benefit 
of said Indians, it shall be discretionary with the President, 
by ang with the advice and consent of the Senate, to change 
the annuilies herein provided for, or any part thereof, into 
a fund for that purpose. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-seventh amendment: 

For defraying the expenses of witnesses, marshal, attor- 
ney, notary, interpreter, and stationery, and copying evi- 
dence in the investigation of the official conduct of Alex- 
ander Ramsay, late Governor of Minnesota, $720. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-eighth amendment: 


For services of Robert A. Matthews, for copying the pro- 
ceedings and evidence in said investigation, under employ- 
ment of Richard M. Young, one of the commissioners, 
$250. 

Mr. HOUSTON: The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-ninth amendment: 


_ For paying the expenses and fees of witnesses summoned 
in said investigation, by the United States, at the instance 
of Alexander Ramsey, $350. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


i 
and Means recommend a concurrence. ' 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fortieth amendment: 


For payment to Thompson Connoly and James Connoly, 
children of Jon Connoly, deceased, 3200. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-first amendment: 


Stockbridges.—For the removal of the Stockbridge In- 
dians to the country west of the Mississippi river, which 
has been selected for and approved by them, and for subsist- 
ence for one year, stipulated in the eighth article ofthe treaty 
of 24th November, 1848, $7,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-second amendment: 

Umpquas, ( Cow- Creek Band. )—For first of twenty in- 
stallmentsin blankets, clothing, provisions, and stock, stip- 
ulated in the third article of the treaty of the 19th of Sep- 
tember, 1853, $550. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. The amount 
in this and the following amendment is due under 
the treaty of 1853. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-third amendment: & 


For the purchase of blankets, clothing, and goods, stipu- 
lated in the first clause of the third article of the treaty of 
19th September, 1853, 1,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. ` 


Forty-fourth amendment: Se 


For the erection of two dwelling-houses, plowing and 
fencing a field, and purchasing seed, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the tréaty of the 19th of September, 1853, $1,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendmeut was concurred in. 

Forty-fifth amendment: 

Utahs. —For fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Utahs, 


| 
i 


were ||. For fourth of fifty. instaliments, at the rate of five per 


pursuant to. the requirements o 
treaty-of Deeerber-30, 1849, 85,000. 
‘Me. HOUSTON. The Committ 
and Means recommend a ‘concurrence 
The-amendment was concurred 
Forty-sixth amendment: ae 
In line nine hundfed and forty-one, under the 
nebagoes,”’ insert the words “fifth article of th 
make the clause read—. i: pea E 
For twenty-third of.twenty-seven. inatailments 
of two physicians, stipulated. in the fifth article: o 
treaty of the 15th of September, 1832, $400. ~; 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Wa 
and Means recommend, a concurrentes co cp 05," 
The amendment was concurred ins qi ogia 


pay 
£. the: 


Forty-seventh amendment: ee 

For the expenses of holding a council with, and making,” 
presents of goods and provisions to, the Blackfeet, Gros. ~ 
Ventres, and other wild tribes. of Indians, immediately 
within or adjacent to the eastern boundary of Washington; 
Territory, $80,000. , z : 

Mr. HOUSTON. When this bill passed the: 
House, | resisted that appropriation, and my opin- 
ion has not changed since that time, although 
the Senate has put it in; but the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. | 


Forty-eighth amendment: EG Te to A 

To pay Andrew Taylor for his reservation of six hundred 
and forty acres of land at Citieo-Old town, on the waters: © 
of the Tennessee river, $14,720, with interest from the 23d) 
day of August, 1843. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. : 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-ninth amendment: 


For adjusting difficulties and preventing outbreaks among ` 
the Indians in Oregon Territory, $10,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. on 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Fiftieth amendment: A Sere 
For general incidental expenses of the Indian service. in .. 
Oregon Territory, $10,000. . PE Ne at 
Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Way: 
and Means recommend a concurrence. i 
The amendment was concurred in, 


Fifty-first amendment: : 


For expenses of insurance and transportation’ of annuitie: 
payable to Indian tribes, $3,000, 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-second amendment: 


For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
Washington Territory, $15,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fifty-third amendment: . i a À 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
the Territory of New Mexico, $25,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in, 


any 


Fifty-fourth amendment: : 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian service.in . 
the Territory of Utah, $20,000. y ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-fifth amendment: 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
the Territory of Utah, during the year ending June 30,1854, 
$10,000. sc ee 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


i and Means recommend a concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-sixth amendment: 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
Washington Territory, for six months ending June 30, 
1854, $5,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment.was concurred in.: 


Fifty-seventh amendment: 

For payment of balance due for transportation of pres: 
ents, goods, and provisions, to the Camanches, Kioways, 
and other Indians on the Arkansas river, $1,200... 


. Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways. 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
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Fifty-eighth amendment: 

To pay for certain goods borrowed by late agent, J. S 
Watrous, to fulfill treaty stipulations with the Chippewas, 
to be replaced out of annuity goods, but which, with the 
agency building, were consumed by fire, in May, 1853, 
$1,196 03. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-ninth amendment: 

For paying to the Winnebago nation of Indians of certain 
unexpended balances of appropriations under various trea- 
ties, on account of annuities, education, provisions, goods, 
Ee., 40,004 69. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment with an amendment. They have instructed 
me to move to insert, in the one thousand and 
fourteenth line, after the word ‘* payment ” the 
words * in fall;” so that the amendment will read: 

For payment in full to the Winnebago Indians, &c. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. i 
The amendment, as amended, was then con- 
curred in. 


Sixtieth amendment: 


For payment of balance found due the Creek Indians for 
losses sustained during the war with Great Britain, by that 
portion of the tribe who were friendly to, and cooperated 
with the United States, in addition to the appropriation of 
the 80th of August, 1852, $258 10. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment, 

Mr. HOWE. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by adding the following: 


Provided, That the proper accounting officers of the De- 


partment of the Interior be authorized and directed to audit ; 
and settle the claim of John Randon, deceased, a friendly : 


Creek Indian, (of the half blood,) for losses sustained and 
property destroyed by the hostile Creek Indians in the war 
of 181314 in such manner, and upon such terms as may 
be just and equitable, the amount when so ascertained to 
be paid ont of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 


appropriated, to the heirs and legal representatives of the | 
said John Randon: Provided, That the amount shall not : 


exceed the sum of $5,925. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


the standing committees of the House? 

Mr. HOWE. [tis not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. f mean to say, has any com- 
mittee of the [Louse examined the claim ? 

Mr. HOWE, Ithas been examined by myself, 
but not by any committee. The reason why | 
propose this amendment atthe present time is, that 
the Senate amendment is for a claim of the same 


description as the one for which I have offered my į 


amendment. 

Some days ago this claim was placed in my 
hands for examination as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


of John Randon, deceased. 


the Creek war of 1813 and 1814 a portion of the 
Creek nation remained friendly to the United 
States, 
battles. 
mitted upon the property of the friendly Indians 


I will ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania if this is the report of one of | 


Tt was upon the me- ; 
morial of Peter Randon, the son and administrator | 
The history of the ' 
matter is substantially this: It appears that during | 


They codperated with us in fighting our 
During the war depredations were com- | 


by those who were hostile to us to a very con- | 
siderable amount, and it was understood, at the | 


time of the treaty between the Creek Indians and | 


the United States Government, that the friendly 


Indians should be indemnified fortheir losses. No | 


appropriation, however, was made for carrying 


this understanding or agreement into effect untila | 
claim was presented in 1815, by a Creek Indian | 
named Samuel Mannac, for $12,595, which was | 
considered by Congress, and the War Department | 


authorized and directed to settle the claim upon 
just and equitable principles; and his claim was 
paid in fullin May, 1816. Congress, at the ses- 
sion of 1817, passed a law appropriating $85,000 
to pay this whole class of claims. That was the 


amount indicated by Mr. Hawkins, the Indian | 
agent, and was supposed to be sufficient to cover | 


all that was due for spoliations committed on the 
friendly Indians. The act passed, and the money 


was placed in the hands of General Mitchell for ; 
He went to the Creek country, | 


disbursement. 
and while there claims to the amount of $300,000 
were filed with him, which the chiefs cut down to 
$195,417 90. The appropriation of $85,000 was 
divided pro rata among the claimants, under the 
direction of the Secretary of War, leaving a bal- 


| to make an explanation? 


ance unpaid of $110,417 90. After the $85,000 
had been disbursed, other claims were presented, 
a list of which is to be found in a supplemental 
abstract furnished by General Mitchell, published 


'}in House Document No. 200, first session, Twen- 


tieth Congress, amounting in all to $9,770. These 
claims came in too late to receive any share of the 
$85,000. The matter rested until 1824 in this 
position, Congress, of course, being occasionally 
importuned to make appropriation for their satis- 
faction. 

The subject was then again referred to the Com- 
mitteeof Ways and Means, and Mr. McLean, of 
Delaware, reported from that committee, that the 
$85,000 was considered in full payment, and that 
no further appropriation should be made. That 
settled the matter until 1852, when Congress made 
an appropriation of $110,417 90 tò pay the balance 
of the liquidated claims, leaving then a half dozen 
claims, contained in the supplemental eee, un- 
provided for, either by the act of 1817 or that of 
1852. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, [ have examined particu- | 
larly into this claim of Peter Randon, and so får | 
as Í can see, it seems to be as just as any which 
have been provided for. I have moved the amend- 
ment here, because J found the sixtieth Senate 
amendment provided for the payment of a balance 
found due the Creek Indians. It may be that the 


Senate amendment is intended for one of these half- | 


dozen claims; and being proposed by the Senate 
amendment to make provision for one of them, 
{ thought proper to offer this amendment for 
another. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HOWE. | hope that I may have the 
unanimous consent to explain a little further. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HOWE. By the amendment it will be | 
seen that I do not propose toappropriate any spe- i 
cific sum of money. i 
this claim of Peter Randon to the Department of | 
the Interior, that it may be examined and com- ; 
pared with the*claims which have already been | 
audited and settled, and be adjusted on the same | 
principles. 1 do not know anything about the | 
price of the articles charged; but the Department 
is to examine and settle the matter, and when au- | 
dited and settled, the money is to be paid; but the 
amount to be paid, itis provided, shail notexceed | 
$5,925. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [ do not know anything 
about the claim to which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has referred. The amendment of | 
the Senate, to which it is proposed to be attached, 
I understand him to say, provides for the same 
class of claims, yet that amendment was presented | 
to us not only by the action of the Senate, but the 
action of the Committee of Ways and Means. | 
It is indorsed also by the proper Department, | 
which has investigated, and fully and distinctly 
reported on the subject. I am not prepared to 
say whether the claim is right or wrong; I have 
not had an opportunity to look into it. I would 
ask the gentleman whether it has been examined 
by any standing committee of the House? The | 
course I have endeavored to pursue this session | 
is, that where a committee examines a subject, 
and brings forward an amendment, to let it pass 
without remark, unless | understand the subject 
thoroughly, and am of the opinion thatitis wrong. 

In regard to the appropriation bills which are 
under my direction, I make no resistance to 
amendments, unless | know of some positive ob- 
jection to them; and where I know nothing of 
the claim, as is the case in this instance, I let it 
pass without a word from me. It seems to me 
that this committee ought to require that these | 
claims should be presented by the order of some 
standing committee of the House, and not by an 
individual member, 

Mr. HOWE. Will the gentleman allow me 
I have written a some- 
what lengthy report, which I think I may say, | 
without affectation, will be of some service here- 
after, if itis reported and printed. I have drawn 
up a bill ia this case. This subject was referred | 
to me, as a member of the Committee on Military 
Affairs. I am persuaded that if this subject had 
not come up until to-morrow, so that I could have 
finished the report to-day, Ishould have had the 
unanimous instructions of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs to report the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not feel it my duty to 


I simply propose to refer i; ! d i ’ f 
v | having received the consideration for the use of said Tn- 


‘| was, that the Indians lost their money. 


resist an appropriation which is recommended 
by one of the standing committees of the House, 
unless it happens to be some matter which is 
fairly within my jurisdiction. 

Mr. HOWE. Itis not to be expected that the 
honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means can look carefully into everything 
which passes here. I know that he hasa large 
amount of labor upon his hands, and 1 am sure 
that he is endeavoring to do everything that is 
best for the country. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thegentleman misunderstood 
me. I did not mean to say that | would oppose eve- 
rything that ought to be included in this bill which 
I had not examined. But I must have some rule 
to govern me in relation to the amendments that 
are proposed to the appropriation bills; and I have 
adopted the rule as the safest for myself, and the 
safest for the wholesome legislation of this House, 
that every committee shall take the responsibility 
of its own action as such. When amendments 
are proposed I put them upon the responsibility 
of the committee that makes a favorable report in 
regard to them, unless it may be in such cases as I 
have examined, and believed to be wrong. 

Mr. HOWE. In reply to the gentleman from 
Alabama, I wish to remind him again that the 
amendment I have offered does not make an abso- 
lute appropriation, but it refers the case to the 
Department of the Interior to investigate it. If 
they find it an honest claim, then it is to be paid, 
but not otherwise. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the Senate 
amendment, it was taken, and the amendment was 
concurred in, ` 


Sixty-first amendment: 


For payment to certain Creek Indians for their individual 
reserves, sold with the approbation of the Secretary of 
War, in the year 1841, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


dians in certificates of deposit on the Planters and Me- 
chanics? Bank of Columbus, Georgia, which failing while 
said certificates were in the hands of the Commissioner, 
became lost to said Indians, $2,600. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ihavea communication from 
the proper Department explaining that amend- 
ment. The amendment, however, explans itself. 
We received the money of the Indians, and kept 
the certificates till the bank failed. The result 
I think 
we ought to pay it to them. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-second amendment. 


For the expenses of making the necessary selections 
and surveys ot land to accommodate the Indians residing 
within the State of Texas, agreeably to arrangements au- 
thorized by an act ofthe Legislature of that State, allowing 
the requisite jurisdition of the Government of the United 
States for such purposes, and for concentrating and sub- 
sisting them, and furnishing suitable stock cattle, agricul- 


i tural implements, seeds, and other necessary articles 


incident thereto, $86,430. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The appropriation is in- 


| tended to carry out an arrangement made between 


this Government and the State of Texas in rela- 
tion to the Indians within that region of the 
United States. Texas, by a law of her Legislature, 
has authorized the selection of certain quantities 
of land there for the purpose of placing the Indians 
upon it and taking care of them. This appro- 
priation is intended to enable the Department to 


| make that selection of land, and to settle the In- 


dians thereon. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-third amendment: 


For the second and third of ten installments of provisions 
and merchandise, in addition to former appropriations, for 
payment of annuities and transportation of same to certain 
tribes of Indians, per seventh article of the treaty at Fort 
Laramic, of 17th of September, 1851, $24,000, 


Sixty-fourth amendment: 


For the fourth of ten installments in provisions aud mer- 
chandise, for payment of annuities and transportation of 
the same to certain tribes of Indians, per seventh article of 
the treaty at Fort Laramie, of 17th of September, 1851, 
72,000. 


Sixty-fifth amendment. 
For surveying and marking boundary lines of such tract 


or tracts of land as may be provided under the stipulations 
of the amendments of the Senate to the treaties of 23d 


|! July and 5th August, 1851, with the Sioux Indians, gi,200. 


Sixty-sixth amendment: 

For expenses of negotiating treaties of the tenth of Sep- 
tember, 1853, with the Rogue river Indians, and of the 19th 
of September, 1853, with the Cow Creek band of Umpqua 
Indians, $5,000, 
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Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend concurrence in those 
amendments. 

The question was taken; and the sixty-third, 
sixty-fourth, sixty-fifth, and sixty-sixth amend- | 
ments were severally concurred in. 


Sixty-seventh amendment: 


Page forty-five; at the end of the seventh line of the 
second section add the following words: 

Or to prohibit the payment of any claim or claims (other 
than those of agents or attorneys for claims) for bona fide 
services rendered to any Indian tribe, in cases where the 
President may adjudge such service necessary, and the | 
claim or claims therefor just and reasonable. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixty-eighth amendment: 

For defraying the expenses of continuing the removal 
and subsistence of Indians in California, three military res- | 
ervations, in accordance with the plan submitted by the 
superintendent of Indian affairs of that State, and approved 
by the President, the sum of $200,000: Provided, That no | 
portion of this amount shall be paid over to the present su- į 


perintendent of Indian affairs, until he shall account satis- |! 


factorily for the amount already drawn by him out of for- || 
mer appropriations. And that, bereafter, no more than j] 
$20,000 shall be drawn by the said superintendent, or bein ii 
his hands unexpended at one and the same time: ind pro- | 
vided, The snb-agents created by this act shall be appointed |; 
by the superintendent, subject to confirmation by the Sec- if 
retary of the Interior, nut to exceed one for each reserva- il 
tion, nor three in all, said reservations to contain not less ij 
than five nor more than ten thousand acres; and the said 

superintendent is authorized to apply, out of the sum here- | 
by appropriated, not exceeding 425,000, in the extinguish- 
ment of conflicting tities and rights to said reserved lands | 
at a price not exceeding $L 25 per acre, for a valid and in- 
defeasible title to the land so purchased: And provided, | 
The State of California shall cede the necessary jurisdic- | 
tion in such cases with regard to the land so purchased. 


Mr. JONES, of New York. I wish to ask a | 
question of the chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. I wantto know why the pro- | 
viso in that clause was inserted? I refer to the 
proviso which reads as follows: 

t< Provided, That no portion of the amount shall be paid 
over to the present superintendent of Indian affairs until 
he shall account satisfactorily for the amount already drawn 
by him out of former appropriations.” i 

What is the necessity of that proviso? 

Mr: HOUSTON. [I was just going to explain | 
it.” The Committee of Ways and Means recom- | 
mend aconcurrence in thatamendment of the Sen- | 
ate, with an amendment, which is to strike out the | 

roviso to which the gentleman from New York | 
bas referred, leaving in the word ‘ provided,” | 
however, and excluding the word *“ appropria- | 
tions.” 

At the time the Senate acted upon this bill, and 
amendedit by the phraseology which is now be- | 
fore the committee, Lieutenant Beale was super- 
intendent of Indianaffairs in California. For some |! 
cause or other, the Senate saw fit—and I believe | 
it was from the fact that his accounts had not been | 
rendered, and no settlement had taken place be- | 
tween him and the Department for large amounts ; 
of money which had been disbursed by him for | 
many months—I say, the Senate saw fit to put in | 
that proviso for the purpose of keeping money out || 
of his hands until he had made a settlement with |; 
the Department for the amounts of money which |; 
he previously had drawn and disbursed. I 

Before, however, the Committee of Ways and jj 
Means acted upon the Senate amendment, Lieu- | 
tenant Beale was removed from the superintend- || 
ency of Indian affairs in California, and another | 
gentleman appointed in his place. The com- | 
mittee, therefore, as the reason which induced the | 
Senate to introduce the proviso in question does 
no longer exist, recommend that the proviso be 
striken out, and the amendment otherwise con- 
curred in. The word “seid, in the twenty- 
second line, before the word “superintendent” | 
must, of course, be stricken out, to make the | 
language conform to the clause when the proviso | 
is stricken out. i 

The question was taken upon the amendment | 
to the amendment; and it was agreed to. a 

The Senate amendment, as amended, was then | 
concurred in. | 

Sixty-ninth amendment: i 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian servicein ; 
California, embracing expenses of travel of the superin- 
tendent and agent, &c., $25,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


and Means recommend a concurrence. 


| where I know itis very necessary the Governor 


Seventieth amendment: 


For payment to David Carter, as an emigrant, of the 
amount of his improvements, valued under the treaty with 
the Cherokees in 1828, in pursuance of the sixth article 
thereof, $2,826 50. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-first amendment: 

For payment to A. V. Brown and others, Chickasaw 
traders, for ransom of George W. and Meredith Wilson 
from the Camanche Indians, and to reward the services of 
persons engaged iu that service, 31,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways |i 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-second amendment: 


To enable the President to negotiate a treaty with the | 
Indians in Michigan, and to change the terms of existing 
treaties, $10,000. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways | 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-third amendment: 


For a clerk to the superintendent of Indian affairs in the 
Territory of Washington, $1,800; and for a clerk to the 
superintendent ot ludian affairs in the Territory of New | 
Mexico, $1,000; to be allowed in the discretion of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior. i 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. We did not believe these clerks were 
necessary for these Governors. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 hope the House will not 
strike out that amendment, I speak particularly |} 
with regard to the Territory of Washington, ii 


should have aclerk. Ido not know so with refer- 
ence to New Mexico, but I understand the same 
assistance is needed there. 1 hope the House will 
sustain the amendment. . 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope not. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Seventy-fourth amendment: 


i 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President be | 
authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- | 
ate, to appoint a superintendent of Indian affairs for the 
Territory of Utah, who shall receive an annual salary of | 
$2,000, and whose duty it shall be to exercise a general 
superintendence over all the Indian tribes in Utah, and to 
exercise and perform all the powers and duties assigned by 
law to other superintendents of Indian affairs. | 
Mr. HOUSTON. Ihave a word to say in ref- | 
erence to this amendment, and if any membefs of | 
the Committee of Ways and Means are present, 
I desire their attention. Theamendment proposes 
to separate the offices of Governor and super- 
intendent of Indian affairs in the Territory of 
Utah. The Committee of Ways and Means have 
recommended a non-concurrence in the amend- | 
ment of the Senate, and that is the reason why l 
desired the ear of the members of that committee. 
L confess that my judgment is for a concur- 
rence with the Senate in the amendment. And 
my opinions are formed from the fact that the pe- 
culiar institutions which prevail in Utah are all of | 
a character that should induce us to separate these ip 
important offices. 1 


1 believe it to be the duty of Í 
the Government to take care of the Indians better 
than they will be taken care of by the Governor 
of Utah Territory. 

Iam opposed to separating the offices in the 
other Territories, but I believe that in Utah it |: 
should be done. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means, however, think otherwise. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the House will not, 
concur in the amendment of the Senate. I am} 
opposed to duplicating these offices in the Terri- 
tories. The salary of the Governor of Utah was 
raised to $3,000, for the very reason that he per- 
forms the duties of both the offices which you 
now seek to separate. I am opposed to making 
any distinction between Utah and the other Terri- 
tories. 

Mr. WALSH. I desire to ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means what 
peculiar institutions exist in Utah to which he 
refers? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I refer the gentleman from 
New York to a debate which took place a month 
or six weeks ago upon a motion of my colleague |! 
over the way (Mr. Coss} in reference the dis- 


and Means recommend a concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. G 


j 
j 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
{ 
if 


Mr. WALSH. That is a very obscure way; 
of answering my question. 


position of the public lands in Utah. | 
| 


| were—ayes seventy-four-: 


Mr. HOUSTON. That debate brings the whole’ 
matter up. * 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Independent of the 
objeetion of polygamy, there is another objection 
which should induce us to concur in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. The Governor of the Terri- 
tory,who is now the superintendent of Indian 
affairs, is openly hostile to the whole race of in- 
dians. I hope the amendment of the Senate will 
be concurred in. I think it is due to the Indians: 
of that Territory that we should concur jn it.. 

Mr. BERNHISEL. I hope the amendment of 
the Senate will be non-concurred in. The Gov- 
ernor of Utah has discharged his duties as super- 
intendent of. Indian affairs in a very able manner. 
He is a father to the Indians. [Roars of laughter.] 
Since he has been Governor, he has uniformly 
practised kindness to the Indians. I hope that 
the House will non-concur in the amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to say a word. The 
Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office are pressing and urgent on 
this subject. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Secretary of 
the Interior and the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs are anxious that the superintendency of In- 


dian affairs should, in all cases, be separated from: 
; the office of Governor. 


If you set the precedent 
in this case, the change will be made in all the 
other Territories. This is the first step’to dupli- 
cate the offices in all the Territories. I hope the 
amendment may be non-concurred in. 

If there be anything peculiar in Utah Territory 
why the superintendency of Indian affairs there 
should be separated in consequence of the present 
incumbent exercising both offices, the President of 
the United States and the Senate can correct it by 
appointing somebody else. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Seventy-fifth amendment? 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 


I demand tellers. 


act to establish the territorial government of Utah, approved. . 


the 9th of September, 1850, as requires the Governor of said 
Territory to perform the duties of superintendent of Indian 
affairs, and authorizes him to receive a salary therefor, in 
addition to the salary allowed for his services as Governor, 
be repealed, and that the Governor of said Territory shall 
hereafter receive an annual salary of $2,500. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in, 


Seventy-sixth amendment: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, ‘That the President be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and required to cause to be 
fulfilled the stipulations of the ninth and tenth articles of 
the treaty with the Sacs and Foxes, and other tribes of Fn- 
dians, concluded on the 15th of July, 1830, by causing said 
reserved tracts to be surveyed and allotted to the persons 


! properly entitled to the same, in fee-simple, in sach manner, 


and under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe ; 
and to defray the expenses of the same, there be, and is 
hereby, appropriated the sum of $10,922 29, 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in, 


The seventy-seventh amendment: 


Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint two 
Indian agents for the Indians east of the Rocky Mountains, 
in addition to the eleven provided for by the fourth section 
of the act entitled “ An act making appropriations for the 
current and contingent expenses of the Indian department,” 
&c., approved February 27, 1851; one Indian agent for the 
Indians in the Territory of New Mexico, in addition to the 


; four provided for by the fifth section of the same act; and 


such number of Indian agents, not exceeding three, as he 
may deem expedient for the Indian tribes in the Territory of 
Washington. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is an appropriation 
made necessary by appropriations made in the first 
part of the bill. faye 

The question was put; and, on a division, there 


Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers, which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Kerrr and Ciineman were 
appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 99, noes 19. ‘ 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Seventy-eighth amendment: 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the agents ap- 
pointed under the provisions of the sixth seetion of thie act, 
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shail, before entering upon the duties of their respective 


offices, give bond in such penaities,,and with such condi- || 


tions and such security as the President or Secretary of the 
Interior may require. They shall huld their offices, respect- 
ively} for the term of four years, and shall receive an an- 
nual salary of $1,500. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-ninth amendment: 


Sec. B. And be it further enacted, That to such Chero- 
kees as were omitted in the census taken by D. W. Siler, 
but who were included and paid under the act of July, 
1848, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs be authorized to 
pay thers the same per capita allowance that was paid the 
other Indians under that distribution, provided the Com- 
missioner shall be satisfied that tey ought to be included 


in said per capita distribution, and that the sum of $5,000 | 


be appropriated for that purpose. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
a conanrrence, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Eightieth amendment: 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and witb the assent of 
the Indian tribes, respectively, to be obtained in due form, 
to enter into treaties with the various Jodian tribes, to rei 
deen and extinguish the perpetual annuities, or the pay- 
ment of interest perpetually upon sums of money required 
to be held in trust, or invested in stocks, by either paying 
to said tribes the par value or equivalent of the said annui- 
ties aud perpetual interest, either in whole or in annuities, 
for a term ofyears, as he, in his judgment, may deem most 
advantageous to the Pndians, respectively. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment with an amendment. They recommend to 
strike out of the second line, after the word * au- 


thorized,” the words “by and with the assent of | 
the Indian tribes, respectively, to be obtained in || 


due form,” and make it so as to read: 

And be il further enacted, That the President, be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to enter into treaties with the various 
Todian tribes, &e, 

The object of the amendment, as proposed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means, is very evi- 
dent. The amendment of the Senate proposed to 
obtain the assent of the Indian tribes, and in this 
way to change the mode of payment of their an- 
nuities. For instance, the annuities to be paid in 
money might be authorized to be paid in goods of 
one kind or another; or it might be agreed to pay 
larger installments, and so shorten the term of their 
payments. "his, in the estimation of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, would be substan- 
tially a new treaty with the tribes. The commit 
tee, therefore, thought it better that, in so many 
words, the President should have power to enter 
into treaties with the various Indian tribes to ac- 
complish this object, 

Mr. HOWE. I am opposed to that amend- 
ment, After all our experience with the Indians, 
l am not in favor of this Government seeking now 
to make a better bargain with them. 1 am op- 
posed to buying these perpetual annuities, because 
the day will never arrive when these Indians, there 
relics of former lurge tribes, will cease to need 
our aid. 


I do not believe it is the policy of this Govern- |: 


ment, or that it is m accordance with the duty of 
the Government to the Indians, to extinguish 


these perpetual annuities for cash in hand, which | 


they will soon use upand squander away. If we 
do that, we shall soon see them outcasts and wan- 
derers, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the 
gentleman that he is not opposed to the amend- 
ment to this amendment. 

Mr. HOWE. 
these perpetual annuities. 

Mr. JONES. 
in favor of having it done by treaty ? 

Mr. HOWE. Undoubtedly. i 

Mr. HOUSTON. ‘The amendment requires 
that it shall be done by treaty, and that requires 
the consent of two thirds of the Senate, and, so 
tar, it is a protection of the rights of the Indians. 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment of the Senate; and it was agreed 


to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. During this session of Con- 
gress, this Elouse has passed a bill, by a large 
majority, proposing, in some way, to accomplish 
the very end proposed to be reached by this 
amendment. 
which was introduced by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Oxrn]—or some of its pro- 


T am opposed to the purchase of | 


But if it is to be done, you are 


i remember I opposed the bill—_ 


| visions, and they were discussed in the House. 
| But a bill of that character, proposing to have 
i that general end in view, and authorizing the 
| President of the United States to make proposi- 
| tions to change existing annuities, and existing 
‘treaties, passed the Flouse by a large majority. 
The Committee of Ways and Means, taking that 
as the express judgment of the House, and in 
accordance with their own separate judgement, 
saw fit to recommend a concurrence in this 
‘amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope this 
amendment will not bé adopted by the House. 
It seems to me it should be voted down. The 
effect will be to induce us to make treaties imme- 
l; diately with the Indians, by which we should be 
|. able to buy up these perpetual annuities, and pay 
|, them the money in hand, which will be wasted, in 
i most cases, in a short time. The Indians will 
| then be upon our hands, to be supported by us, 
or we will have to turn them loose upon the world. 
f call for tellers upon the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. MORGAN 
i and Sxe.ron were appointed. 
| The question was taken; and the tellers reported 


| 
i 
i 


‘less than a majority of a quorum. 
| So the amendment, as amended, was not con- 
t 
| 
| 
| 


curred in. 


Lighty-first amendment: 


Sec. 10. And he it further enacted, That to enable the 
Sceretary of the Interior to settle and pay the claims on file 
for reservations, and for rents and improvements, under the 
‘thirteenth and sixteenth articles of the Cherokee treaty of 
l 29th of December, 1835, in pursuance of the stipulations 
| af the third articie of the treaty of August 8, 1846, the sum 
| heretofore appropriated for those purposes, and carrivd to 
the surplus fund, is hereby reappropriated. 

Mr. GROW. 
verbal amendments to that amendment. 

I move, in the second line, between the words 
“the”? and “on,” to strike outthe word cains,” 
i and to insert the words ‘awards of commission- 
ers,” In the third line, after the word ‘‘reserya- 
tions,” | move to insert the word *‘preémptions:”” 
and in the fourth line, after the word “the,” I 
move to insert the word ‘twelfth;’”? so that the 
amendment, as amended, would read: 


That to enable the Secretary of the Interiorto settle and 
pay the awards of commissioners, on file for reservations, 


twellth, thirteenth and sixteenth articles of the Cherokee 
treaty of 29th of December, 1835, in pursuance of the stip- 
| ulations of the third articie of the treaty of August 8, 1846, 
the sun heretofore appropriated tor those purposes, and 
carried te the surplus fund, is hereby reappropriated. 


There are two or three awards for preémptions, 
and itis necessary that the word should be in- 
: serted in order to include them. This amend- 
| ment is to cover the awards made by the commis- 
; sioners who were appointed to examine theclaims. 
| I think, therefore, the words ‘awards of commis- 
stoners’? should be inserted, instead of “ claims;’’ 
|| for this appropriation is not to pay all the indefi- 
l! nite claims made, whether awarded by the com- 
j missioners or not. 
i| ‘he amendment to the amendment was agreed 
$ to. 
| The amendment, as amended, was then con- 
curred in. 


Highty-second amendment: 

| Serec. 1]. And hett further enacted, That, for the payment 

of the balance of per cepita due the Cherokee Indians re- 
o Siding in the States east of the 7 ippi river, under the 
i treaty of 1835, and supplemental treaty of May, 1836, ac- 
; cording to the stipulation of the teath article of the treaty 
: of August 8, 1846, the suin of & 25 18: Provided, That 
: the same shall be reiu:rbursed from the swns of money 

hereatter to be paid to the Western Cherokees, in such 
manner aud in such amounts as the Presidentof the Uni- 
| fed States may direct. 


| Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
; and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
“amendment, 


i i 


| six weeks ago. The House then rejected the ap- 
propriation, and I hope they will again reject it 
now. 

Mr. GROW. This claim has been before the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and was very fully 
investigated, and reported unanimously by them. 
| It was offered when the Indian bill was up on a 
| former occasion, and adopted by the committee, 
but was lost in the House. 

Mr. Chairman, I shall find it impossible, in the 


i 
i 


|! 


1 move to make two or three | 


preémptions, and for rents and improvements, under the | 


This is the item which was so ably discussed | 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] | 
: when this bill was before the House a month or | 


T 


five minutes allotted to me, to state the merits of 
this claim. Itrests upon treaty stipulations. The 
obligations which this Government isunder to pay 
this money exist under two treaties. In 1835 a 
treaty was made between the Government and a 
part of the Cherokee nation, purchasing their 
lands, for which we agreed to pay $5,000,000. In 
1836 a supplemental treaty was made by which 
the Government agreed to pay $600,000, making 
in all $5,600,000 as the treaty fund. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I would inquire 
whether the amendment which the gentleman ad- 


; Yocates was recommended by the Committee on 
“Indian Affairs? 


Mr. GROW. It was fully examined by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and unanimously 
agreed to. Iam now briefly stating the facts of 
the case. 

A portion of the Indians emigrated under the 
treaty of 1835-36 to what is now the State of 
Arkansas. By a subsequent arrangement, they 


. were removed west of Arkansas. A difficulty grew 
‘up between the John Ross party and the treaty- 
|; making party. Ross refusing to remove under 


| i t ; the treaty, General Scott was sent, in 1838, to re- 
|; —ayes fifty-seven—not a sufficient number, being ;' 


move them by force. He made a supplemental 
arrangement with John Ross, by which he was to 
pay $65 90 the head for the' removal of these In- 
dians, provided eighty days were occupied in the 
removal. If more time was occupied, he was to 
pay proportionately greater, and if less, then Ross 
was to refund in that proportion. From eighty 
to one hundred and fifty-five days was taken in 
the removal of different detachments of these In- 
dians. The Cherokees, remaining in the States, 
claim that they are not to be prejudiced by any 
such arrangement as that. The Government, in 
1846, made a new treaty with all the Cherokees. 


, Owing to the large amount of the cost of their 
removal, difficulties arose in settling the amount 


still due per capita, and to settle these, the Cher- 

okees east and west, and others in the States, en- 
tered into new stipulations with the Government 
in 1846. In that treaty, the Cherokee nation 
agreed to pay all the claims the Government had 

against them for removal and subsistence, includ- 
ing these large outlays under the arrangement 
with General Scott. 

But the tenth article of the treaty of 1846 e 
pressly provides that the Cherokees remaining in 
the States are not in any way to be prejudiced or 
njured in any of their rights under the treaty of 
1835, 1836. By the treaty of 1846, these dificul- 
ties were submitted to the Senate of the United 
States, as umpire between the United States and 
the Creek Nation. Mr. Sebastian, chairman of 


: the committee of the Senate, to which the matter 


was referred, reported $1,571,346 53 to be due the 
Cherokees. ‘The treaty provided that it should be 
paid per capita. Whatever money, therefore, is 
now appropriated, is to be paid to these Indians 
per capita, and it cannot be paid to anybody else. 
I state this, for there are gentlemen who will not 
vote money when they have the impression that 


| agents are concerned. They think thatthe money, 
: instead of going to the Indians, is only swallowed 
"up by the agents. No agent can touch this money; 


for itis to be paid by the treaty, to the Indians 
themselves, per capila. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs took the decision of the Senate, acting ag 
umpire between the Cherokee Nation and the 
Government—add to it $22,2]2 76, expense of 
Cherokee committee, improperly deducted from 
the treaty fund. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. GROW. I move a pro forma amendment, 
so that I may complete my statement. 

(Cries of “Go on t?) 

Mr. GROW. We took the decision of the 
umpire. We added to that $22,212 76 that was + 
taken from their fund, and for which act we could 
find no provision in the treaty. By the treaty of 
1835-6, $600,000 of spoliations and expenses of 
removal were to be deducted from the treaty fund; 
but the spoliations and removals, so charged, 
amounted to $25,414 09 more than $600,000. 
The Cherokees claim that, under the treaty, it 


! could not exceed §600,000. ‘That would leave 
' $1,638,973 38 due at that time. 
/itdue? Under the treaty of 1846, it would be 
‘due to all the Cherokees, taking the eastern and 


To whom was 


western Cherokees together, after deducting all 
the expenses that are provided for inthe treaty of 
1846, which would include the expenses of re- 


a 
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moval, as arranged by General Scott, the excess | 
of which over twenty dollars per head cannot be 
deducted frem the treaty fund, so far.as the east- 
ern Cherokees are concerned; for by the tenth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of 1846— ` 

“Tt is expressly agreed that nothing in the foregoing 
treaty contained shall be so construed as in any manner to 
take away or abridge any rights or claims which the Cher- 
-okees new residing in the States east of the Mississippi 
river had, or may have, under the treaty of 1835, and the | 
supplement thereto.?? 


Their rights are to'be determined, then, by the 
‘treaty of 1835 añd 1836, by which removal is fixed 
attwenty dollars per head, and no greater sum 
could therefore be charged'to the treaty fund, so 
far as the eastern Cherokees are concerned. And 
that would leave the amount provided for in this 
amendment still due. 

Should the Cherokees who remained in the 
States, and have become citizens under the laws 
of the States, be prejudiced in any of their rights | 
secured by treaty, by any act of General Scott, 
acting as agent of the Government, or by any act | 
of a portion of the tribe to which their assent was | 
never given? The merits of the claim rest upon 
this brief statement of facts. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I had had a very limited 
opportunity of examining this claim when I dis- | 
cussed the question before. l have since examined | 
it, and | think I can satisfy even the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania that, there is no foundation for. 
the claim. As I have but little time, | will make 
my statements as brief as possible. In the report | 
made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. | 
Grow,] and also the report made by Mr. Segas- | 
TIAN, of the Senate, they make a balance due the 
eastern. Cherokees; and the calculation is made | 
under the most favorable circumstances for them, 
the legitimate expenses being deducted, and noth- 
ing more. The very expenses which all admit 
ought to be deducted, are deducted, and this leaves 
$1,571,000 for the whole of the Cherokees. Well, 
sir, the error of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Grow] is this: He overlooks the $523,000, 
one half of that amount which is due under the 
treaty to the old settlers, the western Cherokees. $ 
‘Those Cherokees who left the States at an early 
period, and never did obtain any consideration for 
their lands, were just as much entitled to their 
share—every one of them—as the eastern Chero- 
kees were. Every one of them was entitled to his 
proportion of the purchase money given for these 
lands. Well, sir, the gentleman goes on and | 
makes out, and the Senate committee go on and 
make out, that the Cherokees east were entitled to | 
have received $1,571,346 53; and they propose 
that all should be given to the eastern Cherokees. 

But, sir, the gentleman from Pennsylvania for- 
got to deduct the $523,782 17 which is due to the 
old gettlers—due to a branch of the tribe that had 
Jeft the States, but who were as much entitled to 
a share of the purchase money as any other branch 
of the tribe. Now, if you deduct that $523,782 i| 
from the amount claimed by the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania to be due after deducting the proper | 
expenses, you leave them $1,047,564 35. Take | 
the gentleman’s own positions, as laid down in his 
speech, and this leaves $10,153 due to the Chero- 
kees east, and no more. I have no doubt, how- ; 
ever, but that this is wrong. I have no doubt | 
that if the settlement were fairly and honestly 
made, they would be found entitled to more than | 
that. i 

Here is one thing further, however; and | have 
omitted a good many points which I think con- 
clusive. Here is the opinion of Attorney Gen- | 
eral Crittenden on the same section of the treaty. | 
My friend from Pennsylvania claims on the tenth 
section; and if that doctrine were so, he would 
have got no claim at all, I hold in my hand the: 
opinion of Attorney General Crittenden, made in 
relation to these very Cherokees. They wanted 
a part of the appropriation made in 1850, and a 
part of the appropriation of 1851. And the ques- : 
tion came up, and was presented to the Attorney 
General, whether, on their leaving the States, they | 
could receive any part of this appropriation. Mr. | 
Crittenden, in his opinion, goes on to consider | 
that tenth article just precisely in the manner in | 
which I regarded it when the matter was up be- 
fore, and precisely in opposition to the construc- |) 
tion given to that article by the gentleman from ; 


-make any discrimination, or to enforce a forfeiture upon 


f sippi. On this subject I have hereinbefore exp 


ii me for a moment, and I rise to a personal expla- 


Pennsylvania. Here is what Mr. Crittenden says: i 
“The qualification required. was expressed in these H 


terms that they were ‘ qualified to take care of themselves | 
and their property? It may be that some not thus quali- 
fied did remain, contrary to the terms of the treaty, and 
have become mingled with. those that were entitled to re- 
main, and did remain, Butas it would be difficult now to 


the very loose and uncertain terms of their not possessing 
the required qualification, and as to the tenth article of 
the treaty of 1846, which recoguizes the right of those re- 
siding east of the Mississippi nver, makes no discrimina- 
tion, and excludes none on account of their having re- 
mained in supposed violation of the treaty, I think if is 
now too late to question their rights on that ground; and, 
conseqtiently, they must be admitted among the distribu- 
tees,” 


To the fourth question submitted to him, 
whether if any of the Cherokees who have never | 
removed west of the Mississippi river were en- 
titled, they might be required to emigrate, as a 
condition precedent to their being paid, he an-. 
swers as follows: 

& The treaty of 1835, article twelve, conceded the rights 
of individuals and families of Cherokees, who were averse |} 
to a removal tothe Cherokee country west of the river Mis 
sissippi, to remain east, and to receive their due portions of 
the money to be distributed per capita. The treaty of 1846, 
article tenth, recognized these claims of the Cherokees, 
theu, at the date of the treaty, residing east of the Missis- 
ed 

‘To require those Indians so residing east of 
ppi river, at the date -of the treaty of August, 
1346, to remove to the Cherokee country west, as a con- 
dition precedent to their being paid their dividends per | 
capita of the balance of the purchase mouey for the lands fi 
east of the } sippi river never ceded by their nation |} 
to the United States, would be without any authority of 
law, anda breach of the faith of the treaties of 1834 and of ; 
1846, as L firmly betieve.?? 

Mr. WHEELER. 
do now rise, å 

The motion was not agreed to. 

[Cries of “ Question!’ t Question !”? 

Mr. MATTESON called for tellers. 

k 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ewine and |, 
WHEELER were appointed. f 

The question was taken; and the tellers reportéd, |; 
—ayes 45; nota majority of a quorum. Ji 

So the amendment of the Senate was. not con- j 
curred in. i 


Eighty-third amendment: 


Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Interior be authorized and required to investigate the 
claim of the Brotherton tribe of Indians against the United 
States, and report the facts. to Congress at its next session, | 
or earlier if practicable, together with an estimate for such | 
amount as may be found justly due the said Endians. 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

Mr. HOUSRON. The Committee of Ways | 
j 
j 
| 
| 


I move that the committee 


Sie 


and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Eighty-fourth amendment: 
Amend the title, by adding to the end thereof the follow- 
ing words: ‘¢ and for other purposes.?? 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the committee j 
do now rise, and report the fortification bill and 
the Indian appropriation bill to the House. 

Mr.STUART. Iask the gentleman from Ala- 
bama to yield to me for a moment for a personal ; 
explanation ? Í 

Mr. HOUSTON. IĮ yield to the gentleman. || 

Mr. STUART. The gentleman gives way to | 


nation. i 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. You had betterdo | 
that in the House. ji 
Mr. STUART. I desire to make the explana- | 
tion here. It will occupy but a minute. p 
I, this morning, asked a question of my col- |) 


league, [Mr. Srevens,] when he was making an | 
explanation in reference to the subject which had 
been brought to the attention of the House by the 
gentleman from Iinois, [Mr. Wasupurne,] which 
question seemed to implicate one of the Senators 
from Iowa. J] asked the question under a mistake, | 


from information which I dad derived from an jį 
outside quarter. I did understand that one of the 
Senators from Iowa [General Jones} had gone to 
Mr. Forney, with my colleague from Michigan, 
and advised him to make the alteration. But I 
understand, upon inquiry from Mr. Forney, that 
I was entirely deceived, and that General Jones 
never called on him, or spoke to him on the sub- 
ject. I desired to make this explanation when the 
question was asked. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hovs- 
Ton’s motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Warrer) 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union. had, according to order, had 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the bill-of the House (No. 116X making 
appropriations for fortifications and other- works 
of defense, and for repairs of barracks and quar- 
ters, for the year ending the 30th of June, 18553” 
and the bill of the House (No. 46): ‘* making ap- 
propriations for the current and contingent’ eX- 
penses of the Indian Department, and'for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with varigus Indian tribes, for 
the year ending June 30, 1898,” with the amend- 
ments of the Senate. thereto, both of which they: . 
had instructed him to report to. the House, the 
former with sundry amendments, and the latter. i 
with recommendations that the House non-concur 
in some of the amendments of the Senate, concur. 
in others, and concur in others still with amend- ` 
ments. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion upon both these bills. I suppose I may in- 


| clude them both in the same motion, - 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would. propose 
that a vote be taken on concurring in the report 
of the Committee of the Whole on. the:state of 
the Union in reference to the Senate amendments ` 
to the Indian -appropriation bill. The committee ` 
have recommended to non-concur in some of the `: 
amendments, to concur in others, and to concur...’ 
in others-still with amendments.: Now I propose 


i that by one vote we concur with’ the Committee `’ 


of the Whole in its action, and thus dispose of 
the bill at once. 

Mr. HOUSTON.: I have not the slightest ob- 
jection to that course. í 
The question was then taken, and the report o 


| the Committee of the Whole in reference to the 
‘amendments of, the Senate to the Indian appro- 
i priation bill was, concurred in. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider’ the 
vote Jast taken, and to lay the motion to recon- - 
sider upon the table. 

The latter motion was.agreed to. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. |. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now ask: the previous’ 
question upon the engrossment of the fortification 


j bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the : 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendments reported from the Committee 
of the Whole were then severally read, and 


| adopted. 


The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be. 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, was read the third time. , 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the gentleman to with- 


|: draw that motion until the previous question has’: 


been seconded. 

Mr. DISNEY. I will withdraw it for that pur- 
pose. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. DISNEY. I renew the motion’ that the 
bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. McNAIR. I think that we should adjourn... 


: We shall be better able to do the business to-mor- 


row. 
Mr. HOUSTON. -We should have the yeas 


i| and nays first on the passage of the bill. 


Mr. WHEELER. I movethat the Housedo 


i: now adjourn. 


The question was put; and, ona division, there 
were—ayes 49, noes 81. 


Mr. WHEELER. [ demand tellers on the 


i; motion. 


Tellers were not ordered. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. DISNEY. 1 withdraw the motion that the 


: bill be laid upon the table. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I would like to 


“know whether the gentleman from Ohio has not 


moved that the bill be laid upon the table? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
has withdrawn his motion. 

Mr. STUART. I renew it. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to lay the bill upon the table.: + 
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The yeas and nays were ordered on the passage 
of the bill. 
Mri SOLLERS. 


now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn, g 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion is 
notin order, as no busjpess has intervened since 
a similar motion was Made and voted down. Ac- 
cording to the decision of the regular occupant of 
the chair, there must be business changing the 
character of the bill before the motion to lay the 
bill upon the table can be renewed. ¢ 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
of the House. ae 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That motion is 
not in order, because the previous question is oper- 
ating. 

The question was then taken upon the passage 
of the bill, and there were—yeas 72, nays 68; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Belcher, Bell, Benson, Benton, Bliss, Bocock, 
Boyce, Bugg, Caskie, Chandler, Chrisman, Clingman, 
Cobb, Corwin, Crocker, Dick, Dickinson, Dowdell, Thomas 
D. Eliot, Ellison, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, Franklin, 
Fuller, Goodrich, Harrison, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Macdon- 
ald, McNair, Maxwell, Millson, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, 
Rishop Perkins, Philips, Puryear, Riddle, David Ritchie, 
Robbins, Rowe, Seward, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Sol- 
lers, Frederick P. Stanton, John J, Taylor, John L. Taylor, 
Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vail, Vansant, 
Walbridge, Walley, Tappan Wentworth, and Wheeler—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barksdale, Carpenter, Caruthers, Cham- 
berlain, Clark, Cook, Cox, Dawson, Disney, Eastman, 
Eddy, Ewing, Fenton, Flagler, Giddings, Greeawood,Grey, 
Grow, Aaron Harlan, Hendricks, Henn, Hilt, Johnson, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Knox, Lamb, Letcher, 
Lilly, Lindsley, McCulloch, McMullin, McQueen, Macy, 
Matteson, Smith Miller, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Noble, 
Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, Pennington, 
Pheips, Powell, Pringle, Ruffin, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, 
Shaw, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Hes 
tor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, 
Wade, Walsb, Eltinu B. Washburne, Wells, Daniel B. 
Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates—63. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Upon the latter 
motion | demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. LILLY. | move that the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House there- 
upon (at four o’clock, p. m.) adjourned till to- 
morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


I move that the House do 


I move a call 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, July 25, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry SLICER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and of the Attorney General, to whom was re- 
ferred by a resolution of the Senate of the 3d Au- 
gust, 1846, the memorial of Kingsley B. Gibbs, 
executor of Zephaniah Kingsley, praying to be 
allowed interest on his claims arising under the 
ninth arlicle of the treaty of 1819, between the 
United States and Spain, communicating their 
opinions on said claim, and the liabilities of the 
Government under the ninth article of the treaty 
aforesaid; which was read. 

Mr. MALLORY. That is a communication 
of very great importance to a large portion of my 
constituents upon questions arising under the 
Florida treaty. I therefore move that it be referred 
to the Committee of the Judiciary, and printed. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred a bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of Joseph Gerard, 
reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives for the relief of the administrators of 
Oliver Lee, deceased, reported it back without 
amendment. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval | 


July 25, 


Affairs, to whom was referred a petition of lieu- 
tenants in the United States revenue marine ser- 
vice who were attached to the United States naval 
squadron in the West {ndies during the Florida 
war in 1836, 1837, 1838, and 1839, praying to be 
allowed the same compensation as officers of like 
grade in the Navy, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill increasing the pay of certain offi- 
cers of revenue cutters while serving in the Navy 


of the United States; which was read, and passed | 


to a second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. . 
HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS. 
Mr. MALLORY (in the absence of Mr. Nor- 
nis) submitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 


Whereas, the Hon. Jarep W. WILLIAMS was appointed 
by bis Excellency the Governor of New Hampshire, in the 
recess of the Legislature of that State, to fill a vacancy in 
the Senate of the United States, which had happened by 
the death of the Hon. Charles G. Atherton, a Senator, 
whose term of service would bave continued tll the 4th of 
March, 1859 ; and whereas, it is understood that, since that 
temporary appointment was made, the Legislature of New 
Hampshire has been convened at their regular session, and 
has adjourned to the last Wednesday of May next, without 
filling such vacancy ; and tat said State still claims a right 
of representation under said appointment, which the ap- 
pointee is not at liberty to surrender by his act without the 
action of the Scnate ; at his request, therefor— 

Resolved, That the subject be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to inquire into the faets connected with 
it, and to wake such report as they deem proper to enable 
the Senate to determine whether the right of representation 
under said appointinent has expired. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills from the Senate, with amendments, in 
which they requested the concurrence of the 
Senaje: 

A bill for the relief of William Senna Factor; 

A bill for the relief of the executors of the late 
brevet Colonel A. C. W. Fanning, of the United 
States Army; and 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


| Joseph Watson, deceased. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills and reso- 
lution: 

An act to confirm the claim of Disuan de la 
Croix to a tract of land therein described; 

An act for the relief of Charles Cooper & Co.; 

An act for the relief of James Dunning; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Mitchell; 

An act authorizing Victor Morass to relinquish 
certain lands, and to enter the same quantity else- 
where; 

An act for the relief of the legal representative 
of Joshua Kennedy, deceased; 

An act for the relief of John Phagan; 

An act for the relief of Ezra Williams; and 

A resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Territory of New Mexico to adjust and pay. to 
Juan C. Armijo, José L. Perea, and James L. 
Collins, the amount by them loaned to the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, 
under authority of a joint resolution of that body, 
approved June 17, 1851; 

‘Which were thereupon signed by the Presi- 


DENT pro tempore. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The message also announced that the House 
had agreed to some and disagreed to other amend- 
ments of the Senate, to the bill making appropria- 
tions for the current and contingent expenses of 


j the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 


stipulations with the various Indian tribes for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, anu for other 


purposes; and that they had agreed to other | 
; amendments of the Senate to said bill with amend- 


ments, in which they requested the concurrence of 


i the Senate. 


The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 


ments to the above-named bill, disagreed to by the | 


House of Representatives; and 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on their amendments to 
the said bill, disagreed to by the House of Representatives, 
disagree to the amendments of the House to the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the said bill, and ask a conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 


| of e Senate be appointed by the PRESIDENT pro tempore; 
an: 

Mr. Pearce, Mr. Sesastian, and Mr. Apams 

| were appointed. 

A subsequent message from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, announced that they insisted on their 
disagreement to the amendments of the Senate, 
and on their amendments tothe amendment of the 
Senate; that they agreed ‘to the conference asked 
|! by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of thetwo 
Houses, and that they had appointed Mr. G. S. 
Houston, Mr. S. G. Haven, and Mr. G. A. 
Grow, as managers of the same on their part. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT IN NEW YORK. 


Mr. EVANS. I have had for a long time a 
desire to get before the Senate a bill which was 
reported from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, and which was under consideration along 
time ago, the fate of which, I think, is very im- 
portant to be decided at once, as there are hun- 
dreds of people living at least in hope upon it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [ask the Senator from South 
Carolina to allow me to report a bill before his 
motion is put. 

Mr. EVANS. I withdraw it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to whom wasreferred House 
bill ‘* creating a collection district in New York, to 
be called the district of Dunkirk, and constituting 
Donkirkea port of entry, and the ports of Barce- 
lona, Silver Creek, and Cattaraugus Creek ports 
of delivery,” to report it back without amendment, 
and recommend its passage. I also ask that it 
may receive action at this time. It is in the usual 
form of all such bills. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

lt proposes to create the counties of Cattaraugus 
and Chautauque, in the State of New York, and 
the harbors and waters on the southern shore of 
Lake Erie, west of and including Cattaraugus 
Creek to the Pennsylvania line, and the islands con- 
tiguous thereto, heretofore embraced in the district 
of Buffalo, a new collection district to be called 
the district of Dunkirk. There is to be a col- 
lector appointed for Dunkirk, and deputy collect- 
on or Barcelona, Silver Creek, and Cattaraugus 

reek. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. STUART. Will the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina withdraw his motion for a 
moment, to enable me to make a report? 

Mr. EVANS. I withdraw for that purpose. 

Mr. STUART. The Committee on Commerce 
has instructed me to report back the bill of the 
House ‘ making appropriations for the repair, 
preservation, and completion of certain public 
works heretofore commenced under the authority 
of law,” with certain amendments. l am in- 
structed by the committee to give notice that I 
shall ask the Senate to take up and consider that 
i bill so soon as the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill shall be disposed of. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. CHASE, I ask the Senate to tale up the 
resolution which I presented a few days ago, for 
printing the votes and proceedings on the Ne- 
braska bill. 

Mr. EVANS, I have given place already to 
several gentlemen, and I must now insist upon 
my motion, 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from South 
Carolina gave way to receive reports, and other 
special matters. ‘The question will now be taken 
on his motion. 

Mr. CHASE. I was not aware that anybody 
was upon the floor. But, Mr. President, I must 
object to this mode of proceeding. A Senator 
takes the floor. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will observe 
that it is not in order; but if a Senator surrenders 
the floor, the next person that addresses the Chair 
is entitled to it. 

Mr. CHASE, [yield the floor with great cheer- 
fulness to the Senator from South Carolina. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator from 
| Ohio allow me to present a report? 
| Mr. CHASE. I should prefer to have the res- 
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olution taken up. It will take but a single mo- 


ment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I should like to inquire 
what the resolution relates to. 

Mr. CHASE. Itisa resolution which I sub- 
mitted in regard to printing certain votes and pro- 
ceedings on the Nebraska bill. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Oh! I thought we had got 
through with Nebraska. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from South 
Carolina is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EVANS. Then I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill to provide 
for the final settlement of the claims of the officers 
of the Revolutionary Army, and of the widows and 
orphan children of those who died in the service. 

Mr. HUNTER. I willstate in regard to that, 
. that l shall consider it my duty to press the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. I think we 
ought to give that the preference. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from South 
Carolina has the right to have his motion put. 

Mr. RUSK. That bill will evidently lead toa 
day or two’s debate. I do not like to interpose 
any objection to the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, for, if there is any one member of the 
Senate, over another, whom [ would be willing to 


but l know that the bill will certainly lead to de- 
bate. I gave notice yesterday that 1 should this 


moruing move, in the morning hour, to take up | 


the bill in relation to the officers of the late Texan 
navy. It has been before Congress seven or eight 
years, and has always been thrown over to the last 
days of the session for its consideration. [tis one 
of very considerable importance. The bill which 


the Senator wishes to take up involves a great |; 


many principles, and I feel satisfied it will lead to 
debate; and if taken up it will, as a matter of 
course, throw my bill out for to-day. 

Mr. SLIDELL. This bill is one of more than 
doubtful justice, and one which 1 should think it 
my duty to oppose, very reluctantly, if no one 
else should. Jam sure it will lead toa very pro- 
tracted debate, and as time is precious, I hope the 
Senate will not take it up. 

Mr. EVANS. I do not think it will lead to 
any debate. Ido not propose to discuss it, and I 


suppose every Senator is prepared to vote upon it. || 


i am willing to take a vote upon it without any 
discussion, and have it disposed of, so that those 


people who are petitioning Congress by hundreds | 
should know their fate; and if they are to have | 
nothing, if we are to squander away hundreds of || 


millions upon wild schemes for the. benefit of the 
present generation, let those who fought your bat- 
tles in your Revolution know what is to be done 
for them. If it isthe pleasure of the Senate not 


to take up the bill, let it beso, but J do not pro- | 


pose to discuss it myself. AH that I desire is, that 
it may be acted upon one way or the other. 
On a division no quorum voted. 


Mr. FOOT called for the yeas and nays; and | 


they were ordered. 
Mr. EVANS. 
a test vote. 


I hope this will be considered 


The yeas and nays being taken, resuited—yeas | 


23, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Bright, Brod- 
head, Butler, Clayton, Cooper, Evans, Fish, Foot, Geyer, 
Gwin, Hamlin, James, Mallory, Pettit, Shields, Thomson 
of New Jersey, Toucey, Wade, Walker, and Weller—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Cass, Chase, 
Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Fitzpatrick, Gillette, 

. Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Rock- 
well, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Staart, Sumner, and Toombs 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, | 


as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I am sure, Mr. President, 
that it would be altogether superfluous for any 
Senator on this floor to disavow any intentional 
discourtesy towards the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina. As was said by my friend from 
Texas, there isno gentleman here to whom, under 
other circumstances, I should be more disposed to 
extend every possible facility for getting up the 
bill and having it acted upon. But Í am very sure 
that it cannot be passed without a long and pro- 
tracted debate. 


I have examined the question with some degree | 


of attention, but I am not now prepared to give 
my authorities to the Senate. 


I did intend, when | 
the bill was brought forward for consideration, to | 


' 
j 


accommodate, it would be that honorable Senator, | ject, for not bringing forward the bill for the 


| required. 


“after supplying the Government establishments in Wash- 
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address, at some length, my views to the Senate 
against its passage. I have not my memoranda 
with me now; and in order to test the sense of the 
Senate, whether they are willing to proceed with 
it now, (involving, as it does, very difficult prin- 
ciples, and an expenditure of $4,000,000,) to the 
detriment of matters of urgent importance before. 
the Senate which we scarcely have time to pag; 
I move that the further consideration of the bil 
be postponed until the first Monday in December 
next. I shall consider that a test question, and 
upon it I ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and taken, 
with the following result: . 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell, Cass, 
Chase, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, Fitzpatrick, Gil- 
lette, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennes- 
sev, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, 
Thomson of New Jersey, and Toombs—24, 

NAY¥S—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bright, Brodhead, 
Butler, Clayton, Cooper, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, James, Pearce, Pettit, 
Pratt, Shields, Wade, Walker, and Weller—2], 


So the motion to postpone was agreed to. 


JUDICIARY BILL. 


Mr. BUTLER. I have been somewhat re- 
proached by those who are interested in the sub- 


reorganization of the judiciary. I rise merely 
for the purpose of saying that I could not hereto- 
fore ask the Senate to take it up, consistently with 
the state of public business; and I give notice now 
that itis my wish and desire, and I hope it will 
be the general understanding that it shall be taken 
up at the commencement of the next session. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone the prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. RUSK. Í hope the Senator will allow me 
an hour this morning for the consideration of the 
Texas navy bili. {tis but a little after half past 
eleven o’clock; and I think it would be better to 
postpone the een bill for a short time. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is no earthly chance 
of getting through with the Senator’s bill in an 
hour. 

Mr. RUSK. If the hour expires without its 
being disposed of, I will move to postpone it until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. HUNTER. I dislike to be in the way of 
the Senator, but I must insist on my motion to 
take up the appropriation bill. If the Senate wish 
to take up the Senator’s bill, they can vote down 
my motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill from the 
House, *t making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, ]855;” the pending 
question being on the following amendment of the 
Committee on Finance, as amended: 

For continuing the work for a supply of water to the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000: Provided, 
‘That no part of the sum hereby appropriated shal! be ex- 
pended until the corporations of Washington and George- 
town, or either of them, shall appropriate and pay an 
amount equal to one fourth of said sum for the same pur- 
pose. Aud full power and authority are hereby given to 
said corporations respcetively to raise, by loan or other- 
wise, any sum of money that may be necessary to enable 
them or either of them to make the appropriation herein 
And the said corporations of Washington and 
Georgetown and the inhabitants of said cities respectively, 
or the corporation making the appropriation and the inhab- 
itants of said city, shall be authorized to use the surplus 
water which may be brought by the Washington aqueduct, 


ington, under such general rules and regulations as may 
herealter be prescribed by Congress; and each of said cor- 
porations shall have the right to charge and collect of the 
inhabitants of such cities such reasonable tax or rent for 
the use of the water as will provide for the regular pay- 
ment of the interest and gradual payment of the principal 
of any money which may be raised under the authority 
hereby given. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I voted in the majority for 
the adoption of the amendment of the Senator 
from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer.| I was under the 
impression at the time that the amendment con- 
tained the provision which I had incorporated into 
the amendment previously offered by me, making 
it obligatory upon the part of the corporations of 
Washington and Georgetown, not only to provide 
for the payment of one fourth of the sum now 
appropriated, but one fourth of all future appro- 
priations for this work. I was surprised to find 


after the vote had been taken, that that portion of 


the amendment had been stricken out. : Under 
these circumstances, I think that the provision -to 
guard the Treasury of the United. States: is. per- 


fectly illusory. So faras- I am concerned, {should ; 


prefer the appropriation to go to.the House in its 
naked form, without any attempt to impose any: 
obligations on the part of the corporations of 
Washington and Georgetown, such as are con- 
tained in the amendment as it now stands, which 
I am sure will not be enforced under it. J-move 
the reconsideration of the vote by which that 
amendment was adopted, so as to allow such a 
provision to be inserted. Perhaps the Senator 
from Virginia will accept the amendment which I 
wish to make. 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannet accept it, as the 
amendment has been voted on. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then I ask, if I have the 
assent of the Senator from Virginia, to incorporate 
that clause in the amendment? 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe I shall have no ob- 
jection to the Senator’s amendment. If I under- 
stand it, it is to provide that the corporations of 
the District shall go on pari passu with the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. : 

Mr. SLIDELL. Yes, sir; both as to this and 
all future appropriations, so that they may pass 
an ordinance which will bind them to contribute 
one fourth of all the expenditure for the water- 
works. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
being putin. . : 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then I move to reconsider 
the vote for the purpose of putting in that pro- 
viso. 

Mr. HUNTER. Perhaps it can be done by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. PRATT. It is notin order to vote the 
amendment withouta reconsideration, and, there- 
fore, I insist that it shall be done by a motion to 
reconsider, and in no other way. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then I move the reconsider- 
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brient 
in the chair.) The Senator from Louisiana 
moves to reconsider the vote by which the amend» 
ment requiring the citizens of Georgetown and 
Washington to appropriate one fourth the sum 
appropriated by the amendment, was adopted. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move to reconsider the 
whole amendment, as it now stands, inorder to 
insert the provision to which I have referred. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Louisiana 
moves to reconsider my amendment to the amend- 
ment of the Committee on Finance. He moves it 
with a view to offer an amendment to the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. SLIDELL. My object is to insert after 
the word “ purpose,” the words *‘ and shall agree 
to pay in like manner the same proportion of all 
future appropriations.” : 

Mr. HUNTER. [think the Senator will at- 
tain his object better by moving to insert those 
words without moving to reconsider. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I am not very familiar with 
the rules, but I understand that no motion to insert 
can be made until after the amendment be recon- 
sidered. 

Mr. WALKER. That is a mistake; it can be 
done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is entirely 
in order to move to amend the amendment. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then I move to insert, after 
the word ‘‘ purpose,” the words * and shall agree 
to pay in like manner the same proportion of all 
future appropriations.” i 

Mr. PRATT. Task for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment. The effect of 
it, to my mind, is to defeat the whole of the pro- 


I have no objection to its 


j| ject; and I would rather have it defeated openly. 
| {f that proposition be adopted, I shall vote against 


the whole amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 28, nays 19; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bell, Butler, Cass, 
Chase, Cooper, Dodge of Wiseonsin, Dodge of Towa, 
Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Gillette) Hamlin, Hunter, 
James, Johnson, Mallory, Mason, Pettit, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Wade, 
and Walker—28. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Benjamin, Brod- 
head, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Fish, Fout, Geyer, Houston, 
Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, 
Shields, and Welter—i9. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to 
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‘The/questioti recurring apon the amend mer 
thecommittee-assametided, Ss S Teni n 
Mri ADAMS: caled for the, yeas and na 
which ‘were ordered, änd'taken with the following 
results oote fae eS pe athe acer 


Bright, ‘Brodhead; Butler, Cass, Chase, ‘Clayton, Cooper, 
Dawson, Dixon, Douglas, Fessenden, Fishy Gwin; Hamlin, 
Hunter, James, Johnson, Mallory, Mason, Rockwell, Rusk, 
Shiélds, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, Walker, and ;Weller—32.. 

: > NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodgeiof iowa, Evans, Fitzpatrick; Foot, Houston, Jones” 
of, Tennessee; Pearce, Pratt; Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson 
of New Jersey, and ‘Toombs—15. 


So.it was adopted. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I move.to amend the 
provision’ just adópted by adding the following 
proviso: i oo E E a 

Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall be ex- 
pendéd unless in pursuance ofa cgitratito be made with 
the most responsible bidder, after first: inviting: proposals‘ 
for sixty daysin twelve orimore daily journals:for the furn- 
ishing of ali.the materials, labor, tools, machinery, ete., 
and the completion of the entire work, agreeably to. the 
approved plan‘of Lieutenant M. C. Meigs, as cinbraced in 
his report; within two years: from the date of the contract, 
the contract price fur the whole work in no event to exceed 
the estimate of $2,400,000. 


Mr, HUNTER... I do not. exactly understand |} 


this, amendment, unless. the object be to transfer 
the management of the work. from the control of 
the Secretary of War, where it now is. . 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa.. The object is, that. it 
shall be done under the general direction of the 
Secretary of War, but by contract under the lim- 
itations, prescribed. : S va 
Mr.STUART. Isubmita question of order to 
the Chair, whether this provision cin be amended 
now, The question has been taken bythe Senate 
upon the amendment of the Committee on Finance, 
as amended,and that has been adopted. I submit 
that now- it is too late to amend that. $ 
Mr. HUNTER. I think the Senator from 
Michigan is undoubtedly right. Riek: 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Jowa is not in order. 
The final vote upon the amendment has been 
taken, i 

Mr. WALKER. Iam inclined to think that, 
even after a proposition has been adopted, it may 
be amended, according to parliamentary law, by 
adding something to it. I think you will.find it 
so laid down, sir. It would be singular, indeed, 
if, after you vote upon an amendment, you can- 
not afterwards amend the bill. . That- is this 
case, because an amendment when adopted be- 
comes a part of the bill; it would be very 
strange indeed, if you could not-amend by adding 
something to the bill, though it might be in con- 
junction with the immediate proposition last voted 
upon, I think you will find it so laid down in 
Jefferson’s Manual. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
now in the Senate, and not in Committee of the 
W hole. : 

Mr. WALKER. Iam aware of that; but this, 
it seems.to me, can be amended at any time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. he Senate 
have.taken a final vote on the amendment of the 
committee, and it has been adopted. 

Mr. WALKER. That is true; but it does 
not preclude a further amendment to the bill. 
This now becomes a part of the bill, and cer- 
tainly, it seems to me, it would be in order to 
move the proviso. . : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not the pro- 

` vision which has just been adopted as an amend- 
ment. i 

Mr. CHASE. The Chair will allow me to 
make a suggestion, The amendment which has 
been recently voted upon has now become a part 
of the bill, and the bill is liable to be amended 
precisely asit was before.. The amendment moved | 

y the Senator from Iowa is an amendment moved 
to the bill, and notanamendmenttoan amendment, 
and is, therefore, I think, clearly in order. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. If the amendment is | 
not in order as a proviso, perhaps it can be moved | 
in the foem of. an additional section. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No doubt it: 
will be in order as an additional section. 

Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, 
form. | 

Mr. CASS. If the honorable Senator from ! 
lowa will add to his amendment a proposition to | 


Then I offer it in that i! 


|, the War Department, to. reject the work if.it.is 
Fimproper, so that we may be sure of. having it 
well done, T shall vote for his amendment; but 1 
over =. < |rthink’somé provision of this sort is necessary. 

YHAS“Measers. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, || 


|| War are held responsible for the construction of 
|| the public works, by contract or otherwise, as 


“ment which provides for any. transfer from the 


‘hardly think it necessary to say anything on that 


| particuiar materials, are necessarily made; but 
|| they are made upon. the responsibility of the 


| sented to us. Jn my own State, Congress has 


keep the superintendence where it is, and to allow 


Ee J uly 2 


fficer, under the direction of | 


another thing I wish tó suggest., Can this 
jë properly done within two years? Ts not 
theMme too short? 1 do not know, how that is. 
This is not the material point with: me; the other 
‘is. : I desire that the work, as it goes on, shall be’ 
within the control of the superintending officer; so. 
that, when the $2,000,000 are all expended, it shall 
not’be lost by our receiving a work which is in a 
bad condition. It isa great deal better to .check | 
the-errors as they go on, and to give the officer 
discretion to..do.so, than itis afterwards to bring | 
up the, whole: proposition in -dispute. E think the 
amendment of the Senator from Iowa should be | 
modified in that way. : ea, ME at 

Mr, DODGE, of lowa.. I will-make the time 


three years; and as there is nothing in the amend- 


And 


War Department to any. other, Department, I 


subject; but Fam willing to insertthe provision 
which the Senator from Michigan suggests, if he 
thinks it necessary, = ai ay y oe 

Mr. BRODHEAD. --Mr. President, the Sena-: 
tor who offers the amendment, proposes to con- f 
tinue the. work under the- superintendence of the 
War Department, and the-engineer now in charge. 
Does. not that: give them entire control over the 
subject ?: The-engineer is to inspect'the work: 
the War Department is to'take charge of it. If! 
so, why not give it.to,them entirely? Has not 
the system of contracts proved an entire failure? 
Has not the Secretary of the Navy reported to 
us in his annual report that it has been a failure 
inthe Navy? I fear it will always be so. Sir, | 
you cannot well carry on a great work of this 
kind by contract; and if you have not confidence 
in the head of the War Department, or in the en- 
gineer in charge, this amendment will be of no 
service. It will not restrain them at all. They 
are to give the contract to the ‘* best responsible 
bidder.” Who is to judge of that but the War 
Department? : ` 

Why, sir, in all these matters, if the work is 
to be constructed, we should make the appropria- 
tion, and leave the expenditures to the proper: De- 
partmentasa matter of administration. e can- | 
not administer the fund here. All we can do, is | 
to make the appropriation in this and other cases, | 
and if we have not sufficient confidence in the 
persons who are to expend the money, we had 
better not make the appropriation at all. The right | 
mode to make appropriations for the Army. and 
Navy, or for any of the Departments of the public 
service, is for Congress to make the appropriation, 
and leave the question of expenditure as a matter 
of administration. : 

On these grounds, I object to this amendment. | 
It is no restraint, in the first place, because it re- 
fers the matter to the discretion of the head of the 
War Department and the engineerin charge.“ I 
object to it, also, upon the ground that experience 
has proved that the contract system is a failure, 
and answers no useful purpose. . =.. 

Mr. MALLORY. r. President, I trust my 
friend from lowa will not press this amendment. 
Concurring as I do in everything that the Senator 
from Pennsylvania has just said, .I.would remind 
the Senate that. our fortifications throughout the 
entire country, under the engineer department, | 
are conducted apart from the contract system. | 
The money is appropriated by Congress, and the 
Chief.of the Engineer Corps and the Secretary of 


they think best. In some portions of the country | 
contracts, to small amounts, for the supply of 


engineer officer in charge of the work, and we can | 
hold him accountable;.but, as a general thing, 
these funds are administered, and administered 
very economically by the engineer officers them- 
selves, apart from contracts. - 

Now, sir, the contract system has been shown 
here very frequently to be entirely unsatisfactory. 
But a few days ago we had an example of it pre- 


undertaken to construct a floating dock for naval 


f the assertion. quite so broad as. that. 


tem nearly $1,000,006 in the construction of that 
| dock; and: here. is:thé.fact: slarifg: asin ‘the face 
-that, for all public uses, that:dock might. just as 
well-be.im the middle of: the Auviantic.ocean. -It ist 
; perfectly. worthless, No ship of any size’ at all; - 
either a frigate or a line-of-battle-ship; can be taken. 
on it,.and carried into:the basin.: There it stands; - 
and as my colleague said, on this foor,'in which. 
expression of opimion:T entirely ‘concur, the Gov- _ 
ernment would absolutely ‘save money by cutting” 
the dock :loose and: letting it goto sea. In three 
or five yearsit will be entirely destroyed by worms: ` 


| An attempt tò put a-ship-on it has entirely failed; ` 


and:the. board: who: examined it, so pronounced?‘ ` 


| That is an-example of the contract system; Shalk 


we continue it when wehave such frequent proofs 
before.us, that. it eannot be carried out with ad- 
vantage to:the public service? E think rot, 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa: The Senator from 
Pennsylvania: who resisted this ‘amendment, it 
‘strikes me, has made some ‘most: extraordinary 
assertions. with regard to the contract system. È 
understood him to sey: that it had been repudiated’ 
by all the branches of the Government, and found 
to bea failure every where. we a f 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I did not intend to make 
I say in. “ 
most instances it is a failure, and that you cannot 
carry on works of this kind as well by contract 
as you can otherwise, The engineer in charge 


contract if they choose, and to give it to the ‘low-’ 
est bidder.: Many portions of this work, no doubt; 
will be given to the lowest bidders; but I do not 
think we should. make an imperative provision 
requiring the whole of it to'be so given. i 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. T àm happy, sir;'to 
hear the correction of the Senator. I know that 
in regard to some very important works of inter- 
nal improvement now being carried on on the 
Mississippi river, to wit, the removal of the ob- ` 
structions of the Des Moines and Rock river rap- ” 
ids, for which Congress appropriated $100,000, 
the Secretary of War adopted the contract sys- 
tem, and has let the work. The supplies for the 
different Departments here are furnished by con- 
tract. It strikes me that we can have'no better 
way to carry on these works. ` I apprehend that 
the officers of the Topographical ‘Corps are most 
competent to conduct the general operations, and 
especially the scientific portion-of a work like this; 
but the superintendence of the men who do the 
work and the proper judgment. as to what they 
do, belongs to another branch and a different one 
entirely. I think the amendment will work well. 
I am willing to adopt any suggestion of any Sen- 
ator which will carry out the object I have in view, 
which is to get the work completed within a rea- 
sonable time, and have a guarantee that the cost 
will not exceed the estimates. . 

Mr. SHIELDS. I should like very much to © 
be able to vote for the amendment of niy friend 
from Iowa, if I could do so, or if I thought it one 
which would conduce. to economy, or to a more ` 
efficient construction of this work; but I am com-: 
pelled, as far as I understand the subject, to agree 
almost generally with the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania. 

I think that the contract system has, in fact, 
failed; and I believe that is the genera! impression: 
of the Departments. As far as I have been able 
‘to make inquiries into thesubject, it has given rise 
to more roguery than any other system in’ the 
Government. I was reading, the other day, a let- 
ter from an English gentleman, writing home from 
Russia, in which he says thatall the publice works 
in Russia are constructed by contract. He says 
the Government will contract for oak, and the 
contractors will furnish pine, and that is one 
reason why their vessels are not able to go out 
and cope with their opponents. He says that, as 
a general rule throughout that whole Empire, the 
contractors make ita matter of conscience to cheat 
the Government. 

` I think, sir, that, as a general rule here, as well 
asin Russia, contractors make it a matter of con- 
science to cheat-the Government. In regard toall . 
Executive departments, as far as I have been able 
to investigate the subject, and as far as I have 
taken the opinions of men. who have been con- 
nected. with it, the conclusion to which I have 
come is, that we pay more for the ‘work under 


purposes; it has expended under the contract sys- 


rials are more deficient, than under any other 


and the Department now have power to:make a ` ` 


| contract, and that it 1s -worse doné, andthe mate- `= 
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system. My opinionis; that it would be a very 
improvident thing to adopt it in this case. 

Mr. PRATT. There is one view of this sub- 
ject, sir, which, 1 desire to present. This work, 
under the original law, was placed in: the hands 
of the President of the Uñited States. He sent an 
engineer to make the necessary surveys and esti- 
mates in. regard to its cost. The report of that 
engineer was made to Congress a long time ago. 
Under the authority vested in the erizineer, he has 
contracted for the delivery of the brick along the 
Jine of the.work, and he has bought stone quar- 
ries from which the stone is to come for the pur- 
pose of the construction, and the whole plan, and 
the, estimates in regard to the number of brick, 
and the number of stone to be purchased, and 
everything of that sort has been made by him. 
The manner in which the brick is to be placed, | 
and where it is to be placed, and where the stone 
is to be placed, has already been fixed by him. 

Besides this, Mr. President, as an engineer, he 
looks to this work as one by which his reputa- 
tion is hereafter to be sustained, and with which 
his name is to be connected. It is a great work, 
a national work; and it is one in which this engi- 
neer will feel great pride.. Now, is it right, in it- 
self, to take from the hands of the party thus 
appointed by the United States, who has made all 
the surveys and estimates, the construction of the 
work, the management of it, and the superintend- 
ence of it, and advertise it out to contractors? E 
do not think so, Mr. President. You have now 

` a certainty that the work will be completed under 
the management of this engineer, within the esti- 
mates which he has made, and constructed of the 
‘best materials; that it will be useful to the country 
and creditable to himself. Now, divide the re- 
sponsibility, put it into the hands of contractors, 
and you may have the work of a perishing char- 
acter—neither creditable nor useful. For the 
reasons suggested, that here are the estimates 
which have been made, that the contracts have | 
been made for the materials to be furnished, with 
the assent of the President, that the engineer is 
responsible for them being good, and for the quan- 
tity, which he has advertised for and agreed to 
pu chase, it appears to me that here is a case, at 
any rate, in which the Democratic principle—if it 
may be termed one—giving to the civil service the 
employments which properly belong to the mili- 
tary and to scientific men, ought not to be carried 
out. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I desire to modify my 
amendment by adding to it the following: 

And the superintendence of the work to be continued 
under the control and direction of the Secretary of War, 
who shall have power to reject all the work which, in his 
opinion, may be improperly or badly done. 

Mr. CASS. Iconsider this as a wise and eco- 
nomical plan. It contains no reflection upon. the | 
superintending officer. There is no transfer of 
the work. His superintendency is to be preserved, 
I know the officer personally; he is a very able 
and upright man, and among the most intelligent 
of our officers. J should hear no imputation cast 
upon him without defending him; for I know 
him. But there is no such idea involved in this 
proposition. Whatis the advantage of it? It has 
two very manifestadvantages. You are sure now 
that you will not exceed the given sum, and you 
stand under a chance of having the work done for 
a less sum. I defy you, in the long range of ap- 
propriations made by the Government, to point 


out to me a single work which has been kept || 


within the estimates. I do not know how much 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal cost, but it cost 
millions upon millions. That is but an example; 
it is a reproach to nobody, because it isavery 
uncertain matter. And, sir, no superintending 
officer in his condition can manage such a work so 
far as respects the labor and material, as well as 
a builder and contractor. It is not human nature 
it is useless to expect it. - 

What is the objection to this? I cannot see any 
atall. The superintending officer is still to have 
the control of the work; his superintendency is 
to be preserved; he is, from day to day, to go on 
and witness the work, just as much as I should 
do, or any one else would do,if I madea contract 
with another to do a work for myself. Ifhe now 
sees bad work done by his day laborers he will 
stop it, and if he sees bad work done by the day 
laborers employed by the contractors, he can do 
the same thing. He, and the officers under him, 


|i or $200,000, or $300,000 less than the estimate, 


of whom, I presume, he will have enough, will, 
from day to day, go along the work and see that 
it is properly done, This proposition will not 
change that. They will do just as they do now, 
with the advantage that the cost of the materials 
and of the labor will be transferred to men who 
will take better care of it; and do it cheaper than 
your officers can do it. T acknowledge that there 
aré public works, perhaps the building of ships, 
! and others of that description, which should be 
exempted from this rule. The building of ships 
had: better be done in your own ship-yards, that 
is of vast consequence; but, in regard to a work 
like this, under the superintendence of an officer 
who understands the work, I do not see why it 
should not be done by contract. There are thou- 
sands of works which are now being done by 
contract. Our works have been done by contract 
ever since the foundation of the Government, and 
I trust they will be so done hereafter. I rèpeat, this 
may be so guarded—and it is so guarded—by the 
complete control of the War Department, that no 
injary can arise; but I think very great advant- 
ages will be derived from it. 

Mr. SHIELDS called for the reading of the 
amendment; and it was read as modified. 

Mr. CASS. I would suggest that the words 
“© cause to be rejected’’ be used instead of ‘to re- 
ject.” 

Mr. WALKER. That isimplied in the amend- || 
; ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does theSen- 
| ator from Michigan move to amend the amend- 
ment? 

l- Mr. CASS. No, sir; I do not care anything 
about that; but I will ask the Secretary to read 
the beginning of the amendment. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

That no part of the appropriation contained in this act 
shall be expended, unless ip pursuance of a contract, to. be 
made with the most responsible bidder, after first inviting 
| proposals, &e. 

Mr. CASS. “ Most responsible?”’ 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. “ And lowest.” 

Mr. CASS. “Most responsible and lowest 
bidder ” should go together. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Let it be modified by 
inserting “ lowest.’” Í 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It appears to me that if 
there is any work on which it would be dangerous 
i to experiment by constructing it under contract, 
it is precisely the work which is now before the |; 
Senate. The proposition is to build the work not 
| as well, but as cheap as possible. We all know |) 

that in a work of thischaracter not only ought the 
roaterials to be the best, but the workmanship 
also ought to be such as to give just reason for 
hoping that it would last for ages. According to || 
the present plan by which the work is constructed, || 


| this? 


i; penditures within the estimate. 
| that it would be safe, and, in the end, we should 
| probably have it better and more cheaply done, if 


there is no interest, on the part of any workman, 
to put in inferior work. In relation to the mate- 
rials, itis in the power of the superintendent to į; 
examine them as they are delivered, and to reject |! 
them if they are not precisely in accordance with | 
what he requires for the construction. Now, you || 
propose to continue the work by contract, under |i 

l 

i 


the superintendence of the Department; but the 
superintendent cannoi have his eye upon every 


workman who is laying brick or stone. It wiil 
be impossible for him to be at all times, and on ali | 
occasions, at every part of the work which is to | 
be done at different points. The moment you put 
the work under the contract system, you make it 


| 
j 
| 
| 
i 
the interest of the contractor, when the eye of the | 
| 
i 
| 
i 


superintendent is withdrawn from the work, to į 
put in inferior materials and workmanship, to gain |; 
| greater profits. On the other hand, when the | 
| workman is'employed by the day, and when the |i 
materials are delivered to the superintendent him- 
self, it is possible for the superintendent to exer- 
cise a proper supervision over the quality of the 
materials, and the workman has no interest, no | 
temptation to slight his work. | 
This work when made is to be covered under 
grottid, and in the greater portion of it defects may 
be concealed when it is the interest of the contractor 
: to slight his work and conceal them. You may have 
the work done perhaps for $50,000, or $100,000, 


| but what will be the result? Ina year or two a 
‘secret defect may be found,a deficiency in the |! 
ply of water will take place, leaks will occur 


“sup 
| in the aqueduct, and the whole aqueduct will have 


| to be unearthed and repairs made, so that proba- | 


jl the estimate. 


| bly in the end it would cost double what it will if 


it is properly done in the beginning. ‘This has 
been found tobe the experience: of the. Govern- 
ment under all circumstances... It hag. been:so.in 
the Departments and in all the public buildings. 
The whole subject was discussed when the exten- 
sion of the Capitol was provided for, and upon. all 
occasions it has been found to.be sound economy 
eventually, although a little additional cost.may 
have been incurred at the beginning, to, do.the 
work under the superintendence of the public:-offi- 
cers, and to ‘eschew the. contract. system,- [fan 
experiment is to be made with the contract sys- 
tem, I hope it will be made on some other. work. 
Let it be upon anything but this, because the ex- 
pense for repairs ona work like this is frequently 
more than the original cost.. We havean example 
in the case of the Chesapeake and Ohio. canal. 
Many other striking examples might be offered. 
What is proposed to be gained by this change? 
If Senators have that confidence which they pro- 
fess in the Secretary of War, and in the super- 
intendent of the work, what is to. be gained by 
It can be no great amount.: ‘As to limiting 
it within the amount of the appropriation, we 
have not only the report of the officer who’ has 
madean exact estimate of the cost of every portion 
of the work to be done, but we- have the experi- 
ence of the portion already done, which has been 
effected according to the report which we have 
before us this session, at something less than the 


; estimate which he had originally prepared for that 


part. 1 think there is no reason to fear that the 


| estimate will be exceeded, but that on the con- § 


trary, it will be adhered to. If our legislation on 


| the subject is to vacillate with the changing opin- 


ion of every Congress, we shall expend a great 
deal of money, and finally have the work obliged 
to be kept in operation by constant expenditures 
for repairs. The work is now in safe hands ad- 


i mitting, at the utmost, that $100,000 or $200,000 


should be expended more.than the estimate, it is 
better to have it permanent, weil constructed, and 
safe, than to run the risk, pérhaps, ‘by the adop- 
tion of the contract system. : Les 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam not among those who 
believe that the contract system is entirely to. be 
abandoned; | think there are some public works 
which should be executed by a mixture of the two 
systems—partly by contract, and partly. by the 
personal superintendence of a public officer. In 
this oase, T believe the work is under the charge of 
an officer of great fidelity, and great intelligence, 
who will make it a matter of pride to keep the eX- 
I believe, sir, 


we did not throw these restrictions around him; 
but if they are to be thrown around him, there are 
some matters jor which it does not provide. You 


_ restrict him as to thé estimate for the construction 
: of the work; that is right enough; but he makes 
i no estimate for land damages. 


J 
He makes no esti- 


| mate for suiting the portion of the work already, 
| accomplished to that which is hereafter to be pers” 


formed. These things ought to be excluded from 
The estimate was for the purpose 
of making a work necessary to bring water here. 


‘1 think, therefore, that this ought to be excluded, 


if we are going to put this restriction upon him; 
and we ought to strike out the lowest bidder. If 
you require him to take a responsible contractor, 


and allow him to estimate, that is well enough; 


the estimate is limit enough; butas to requiring him 
to take the cheapest, you throw upon him the 
necessity of employing some one who will come 


| here hereafter to be relieved of the’contract. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Willi the honorable Senator, 
before he takes his seat, allow me to state another 
defect? There is no provision made here as to 
making the payments. As the work progresses 
the payment ought to be made pari passu, and some 
portion of the money be kept back until the final 
investigation. There is no prevision of that kind 
proposed here. It is always contained in these 
cases. f 

Mr. RUSK. It would certainly be economical 
for the Government to look to the permanent-and 
durable character of this work. it would be much 
cheaper to make it in a permanent and durable 
manner at first than to be compelled to make ap- 
propriations hereafter to repair it. I see that the 
amendment would be very likely to shift the re~ 
sponsibility. As the matter now stands, itis de- 


“t wolved’ apon' the Secretary of Warand an enginéer 
selected from the Army, and we have the guaran- 
tee of théir reputation against a failure: ° 
~>"Phere is another consideration. If we- require 
: itto” be subjected to contract, the end, in my 
i judgment, will be this: the contract will be let out 
at a price for the superintendence all the time, to 
“the condemnation of the work, if it should not be 
according to the “contract. The contractors will 
endeavor to make itat as little expense as: pos- 
sible; for in that will be found their profit. What 
will be the result? . Ff the work is done in a man- 
: ner-not satisfactory to the engineer and Secretary 
“of War, the contractors will forfeit their contract, 
and call upon Congress for relief. 
“Mir. DODGE, of Iowa. If the Senator will 
» give way, I will withdraw the amendment. 
“Mr. HUNTER, J ask, by general consent, 
that I may be‘allowed to correct an omission in 
-~ one of the amendments which have already been 
agreed to by the Senate. ‘The amendment was: 
‘To enable the Secretary of State to defray the expenses 
` of releasing from captivity among the Indians of Queen 
Oharlotte’a Island, or so much thereofas may be necessary, 
U0, i 
It omitted to state for the releasing of whom. 
, I propose to add “the crew and passengers of 
the: American sloop Georgiana.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HUNTER. Thereis another amendment, 
. to which the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Bropuxan] objected. 


. Fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is-upon that amendment which is to insert in the 
bill the following: ; 

To enable the Secretary of State to reimburse to Edward 
Riddle such sums as shall be satisfactorily proved to have 
been expended by him, or to which said Riddle may have 

-obligated himself on account of his official positioa at the 
Industrial Exhibition at London, England, or so much 
thereof us shall be necessary, $26,000 : Provided, That no 
portion.of the payment made pro rata by contributors at 
said exhibition shall be regarded as within this appropria- 
tion. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 1 do not understand why 
this $26,000 is to be given to Mr. Riddle to reim- 

: burse him for expenses at the World’s Fair, in 
London. That was a gathering of contributors, 

. inventors, and gentlemen, who wished to display 
themselves in London. Some of them sent a me- 
morial here a year or two ago, presenting a claim 
to be paid’ for the transporting of their goods as 
merchandise to London, for the purpose òf ex- 
hibiting them there, and I made a report against 
it from the Committee on Claims. Now, itseems 
that Mr. Riddle, by virtue of his official position 
at. this industrial fair, in the city of London, is to 
be reimbursed. What. official position did he 
hold? Where isthe law under which he was ap- 
foes to that official position? -Who appointed 

im? Who gave him an official position? Cer- 
tainly we had no law on the subject that I know 
of; and if this gentleman desired to assume the 
liability to help other people there, I do not know 
that he has any moreclaim on Congress than any 

other citizen who becomes indebted to his neigh- 
bors through an act of liberality. [ may be wrong 
in these views. l hope lam. But such is theim- 
pression that I have received in regard to the 
claim. 

I do not know what official position he could 
hold. Certainly he did not bold one by virtue of 
any law. I understand that the fair was a volun- 
tary thing, and why we should pay Mr. Riddle 
$26,000, I donot well understand. It may be that 
there is a good reason for it. If there is, E should 
dike to hear it., Who recommends the appropria- 
tion? Does any head of a Department assume 
the responsibility of it? If we pay this, we must 
pay all other contributors to that fair, and | know 
& good many of them. Those whom Í reported 
against, fromthe Committee on Claims two years 
ago, of course must come forward and have their 
claim allowed. - If I am wrong in these views, I, 
of course, will withdraw all objection. 

Mr. PEARCE. There is another member of the 
Committee on Finance whom I do not see in his 
place, who could givea better explanation of this 
amendment than I can; but I desire to say this: 
When the Industrial Exhibition at London was 
proposed, the United States were invited to co- 
Operate, and a communication in relation to it 


was made by the British authorities to our Exec- | 


utive. The President was without power to adopt 
any effectual measure on the part of this Govern- 


ment; but as faras he had‘authority he suggested 
that ‘certain persons should be named as a sort 
of central commission. That- suggestion. was 
promptly carried out, I think, by the Secretary 
of State designating the members of the central 
commission. Afterwards the Governors of differ- 
ent States appointed State commissioners, and Mr. 
Riddle received his appointment to act as com- 
missioner to represent America at this industrial 
exhibition. The Government went so far as to 
authorize a national ship to transport the pro- 
ducts of American exhibitors to England, but 
made no provision for the necessary expenses, 
which I suppose every Senator is aware were de- 
frayed by other Governments, whose subjects or 
citizens exhibited their products. Some of them, 
I believe, provided very liberally, oneas much as 
$100,000; and no other Government, whose pro- 
ducts were exhibited, gave less than $30,000. 
Well, sir, when the American goods arrived in 
London, it was found that it was expected from 
the United States that they should furnish the 
means of fitting up in proper style that portion of 
the Crystal Palace which was appropriated for 
the exhibition of American goods. There were 
no funds on hand todo this. There was no public 
functionary vested with authority to do it. Under 
these circumstances, Mr. Peabody, the American 
banker in London, advanced the sum of $20,000, 
which was expended; and Mr. Riddle also ad- 
vanced, I believe, a considerable sum, the whole 
amount being about $26,000. 

Now, sir, itis not proposed by this appropri- 
ation to pay Mr. Riddle any salary for his ser- 
vices. It is simply proposed to advance so much 
money as will repay the generous individuals who, 
for the interest and honor of their country, ad- 
vanced the money which was necessary to fit up 
the portion of the Crystal Palace appropriated for 
the exhibition of American products, and to pay 
certain expenses charzed by the Government of 
Great Britain. There were certain fees and 
charges made by that Government rather unex- 
pectedly, [ think, to the American commissioner 
and exhibitors. A portion of the contributors also 
advanced money, | suppose according to the value 
of the articles which they exhibited. Itis not pro- 
posed to reimburse them anything; but this prop- 


osition is simply to reimburse these individuals: 


who advanced the money necessary to enable our 
countrymen to participate in the exhibition. As 
my friend from North Carolina suggests, these 
gentlemen had nothing to exhibit for themselves; 
but they made these advances merely for the credit 
and honor of the country, which must have suf- 
fered if, after giving the national sanction to it so 
far as to send a national vessel to England with 
the goods, the means had not been furnished to 
fit up a portion of the Crystal Palace to exhibit 
themin, I think if the Government had been 
aware of the matter, it would scarcely have re- 
fused at the time to give the necessary funds for 
the purpose of exhibiting specimens of American 
ingenuity, skill, and industry to the best advant- 
age, in this competition of industrial art with the 
principal nations of the Old World, who were rep- 
resented in London; and it does seem to me that 
we should, for the credit of the nation, as we did 
not make the appropriation at the time, do what 
is asked of us now. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I shall ask for the yeas 
and nays upon this amendment. I cannot agree 
to it. ‘These gentlemen went there voluntarily, 
and why we should pay them for exhibiting their 
goods, wares, and merchandise, [ cannot see. 
They certainly had a motive for doing it. But, 
sir, patriotism is brought up here. Do you sup- 
pose that these inventors, wealthy men, who went 
todisplay themselvesabout the World’s Fair, went 
there out of pure patriotism alone, to maintain the 
honor of the country? Sir, if the honor of the 
country were dependent upon that, I do not think 
it would be worth much, or that it would beg uch 
sustained. They went for the purpose of pfvate 
gain. I take it that they were no better or worse 
than other people. They exhibited their mer- 
chandise and their inventions there; they had a 
motive indoingit. I suppose it was avery good 
motive. No doubt many of them sold their in- 
ventions, or brought them prominently before the 
public, by the exhibition of them. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator allow me to 
repeat a suggestion which was made by the Sen- 
ator from Maryland? Thej;amendment does not 


oce dily BB, 


ropose to pay any of the contributors one cent. 
It is‘not proposed to pay any of the persons who 
sent articles there to te exhibited: .. The state of 
the case is this: They.sent a national ship, which 
the Government place#in a condition for the pur- 
pose, with the articles which were to be exhibited. 
When they arrived at London, it was found, inthe 
first place, that the British Government expected 
the United States and all other nations to fitup the 
portion of the Crystal Palace which was assigned 
to the exhibition of their products respectively. 
Well, there were all these articles taken over by a 
national ship, and one of two things had to be 
done: somebody must advance the money to fit 
up the portion of the Crystal Palace which was 
allotted to the United States, and in which were 
to be exhibited the articles which were sent over 
in a national vessel, or they must be brought back. 
That was the state of the case; and now it is pro- 
posed only to reimburse the persons who had no 
more interest in the exhibition than the Senator 
from Pennsylvania himself, the money advanced 
by them to fit up that portion of the Crystal Pal- 
ace. All other nations paid for fitting up the por- 
tions assigned to them. The proposition is not 
to pay the contributors to the exhibition, or the 
owners of the articles exhibited. They are not to 
be paid one penny. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, Letus examine this state- 
ment as now made by the Seifator from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. BADGER. It is the same that was made 
by the Senator from Maryland. : 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Very well; and ‘repeated 
by the Senator from North Carolina. He says 
all the other Governments fitted up certain places 
in the Crystal Palace for the exhibition of their 
articles. Our proportion is over $26,000; that of 
England is $26,000; that of France, $26,000; and 
soon. Thus you havea very handsome sum; 
and yet every person who attended that Crystal 
Palace paid, I bélieve, a pound, or something near 
that, for admission. It was a private enterprise. 
It was got up by gentlemen who wanted to make 
money, as the Crystal Palace was got up ing@ew 

ork. Coa 

Mr. BADGER. In vindication of the propriety 
of this application, who built the Crystal Palace, 
who let the Crystal Palace, and into whose pock- 
ets the money went, are questions not to be con- 
sidered. Jt is not proposed to pay them anything. 
The proposition is to reimburse the sum of money. 
which was advanced by American citizens in 
London to fit up that portion of the Crystal Pal- 
ace allotted to the United States, and those indi- 
viduals had no concern in the building or in the 
articles exhibited. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If these American cit- 
izens—these patriotic citizens in London—chose 
to be cheated, chose to suffer this corporation thus 
to get $26,000 out of them after inviting them 
there, without giving them notice that they had 
to pay for fitting up a portion of the Crystal Pal- 
ace, are we to reimburse it to them? ` Can this 
thing be done with any propriety? Weare swell- 
ing our appropriations to a very great amount. I 
do not wish even to seem to be pertinacious against 
any appropriation; but when it gets up to $26,000 
in a case like this, I feel bound by my sense of 
duty to resist it. 5 

Mr. DAWSON. I desire to ask the Senator 
from North Carolina if the $26,000 were expend- 
ed in improving the Crystal Palace in London? 

Mr. BADGER. The honorable Senator will un- 
derstand that when the Crystal Palace was built, 
there were certain portions of its interior assigned 
for the products of America, which were sént 
there for exhibition. It was found, when the ar- 
ticles were taken there from the various countries, 
that each particular department had to be fitted up 
with such interior arrangements as were necessary 
to display the articles to the best advantage; and 
the money was expended in doing that to the por- 
tion of the palace which was assigned to the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. DAWSON. For the benefit of the exhib- 
itors? 

Mr. BADGER. They did not advance’ the 
money to fit it up. Mr. Peabody and Mr. Rid- 
dle advanced the money. So far as Mr. Peabody 
advanced it, it was borrowed by Mr. Riddle, who. 
was then in. charge of the American products, 
and acting as commissioner. The money waa bora 
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rowed in part, and advanced in part, by Mr. Rid- 
dle. 

Mr. DAWSON. By whom was. Mr. Riddle 
appointed? 

Mr. BADGER. By the President, I believe. 
The difficulty was this: The articles were all there; 
they had been sent in a national ship, and unless 
somebody had advanced the money, they must 
have been brought back. Mr. Riddle consulted 
with the American Minister, and on his advice 
borrowed this sum of money to make the neces- 
sary arrangements for the proper display of the 
goods of the American exhibitors. 

The yeas and’ nays were ordered upon the | 
amendment. | 


Mr. PEARCE. Ihave a letter upon this sub- 
ject from the then American Minister at London. 
He says: 

Bosron, July 14, 1854, 


Dear Sir: [have before me your letter ofthe loth instant, 
and should have given an earlier reply, bad I been at home. 
Ev ry circumstance respecting the noble conduct of Mr. 
George Puabody in coming forward with a loan to pay the 
earriage upon the merchandise brought to Southampton, in 
the frigate St. Lawrence, and for fitting up the ptace 
allotted to the United States for the reception of the various 
articles, is fresh in my memory. 

The Government of the United States promoted the ex- 
hibition, and did as much as couid have been expected, 
with ove exception, which was of more importance than 
anything else, viz: an appropriation of money to carry 
out the objects recommended. The commissioner came 
to me, and asked what he should do. I told him unless he 
would borrow the money to pay the expenses upon the 
American articles which had arrived, and were on there 
way to London, they must all be sent back to the United 
States, which would have proved a lasting source of morti- 
fication to every true American citizen, whether at home 
or abroad. Mr. Peabody called upon me to consult upon 
the matter, as did many of our countrymen who were then 
in London, alt of whom, so far as I conversed with them, 
entertained the opinion that Congress would reimburse any 
one who should come forward and furnish the means to 
carry forward the great national object. Mr. Peabody, with 
that promptness for which he is distinguished, in his hon- 
orable and high purposes of action, offered to advance the 
money, which was accepted, to the great relief of every 
American citizen in Europe. It was deemed a matter of 
aationat honor that the United States should be represented 
in the Crystal Palace, after all that had been said and 
printed here upon the subject. Mr, Peabody assumed these 
respousibilities from the highest principles of patriotism, 
Tt Was pure devotion to the bhaneraad interest of bis native 
land, that he proffered his money for her uses. I am free 
10 say that [ had no doubt, under the circumstances attend- 
ing the exhibition, that Congress would meet the expenses 
incurred in London, and E cannot but hope that the coim- 
mittee, or whoever bas charge of the claim, will make a 
unanimous report in favor of its payment. I advised to 
the curse that was adopted in London, as you, perhaps, 

` may remember. i 
T am, dear sir, very faithfully yours, 
ABBOTT LAWRENCE. 
EDWARD G. TUCKERMAN, Esq., 
National Hotel, Washington. 


That is from Mr. Abbott Lawrence. It shows 
the circumstances under which these advances of 
money were made. They were not made for the 
benefit of individuals; they were not made for i 


any pecuniary interest which the party making || 


them had in the exhibition, but purely for the 
honor and credit of the country. t think that no 
one can doubt that it would. have been discredit- 
able to us in the highest degree, if, after our Gov- | 
ernment had so far patronized the exhibition as to 
send American fabrics and inventions to England 
in a national ship, as contributions to this exhibi- 
tion, they should have been suffered to return | 
without reaching the Crystal Palace at all. Allow | 
me further to say, sir, that much more than indi- | 
vidual interest was concerned in the exhibition. | 
There was not only the national honor and credit | 
involved; not only the introduction into European | 
use of some of our most valuable inventions; not | 
only the increase of trad@ which the exhibition Í 
of some of our products has enabled us to ob- 
tain; but our artisans brought back to the country 
useful practical knowledge and improved taste 
which they borrowed from the European invent 


ors and artisans, whose products were submitted || 


to their inspection, thus benefiting the industrial 
and other classes of our community. It was not, 
therefore, without a national remuneration; and | 
surely, any one who had any regard for the na- | 
tional credit would have been exceedingly morti- į 
fied if the result had followed which Mr. Law- | 
rencesmentions as certain to have followed if the: 
advances by Mr. Peabody had not been made. I) 
admit there is no legal claim on Congress for | 
| 
H 
i 
H 
i 


these advances. Nobody ever pretended that 
there was; but we sappose that if Congress had 
known the facts at the time, an appropriation 


| is to pay for them. 


would have been made, and what would have 
been done at the time, ought, under all the circum- 
stances, to be done now. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 24, nays 18; as follows: 
YVEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Butler, 
Chase, Ciayton, Cooper, Dawson, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, 
Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hamtin, James, Pearce, Pettit, 
Rockwell, Shields, Sumner, Wade, and Walker—24. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Brodhead, Cass, 
Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Evans, Fitz- 
patrick, Houston, Huuter, Jones of Tenuessee, Mallory, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, and Toombs—18. ; 
And the amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment, which had been exp€pt- 
ed, was to insert the following: 

Sec. ll. 4nd be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to ap- 
point or employ in his official household, the following of- 
ficers, to wit: One private secretary, at a yearly salary 
of $2,500; one clerk, at a yearly salary of $1,600; one 
steward, ata yearly salary of $1,000, who shail, under the 
direction of the President, have charge of, and be respon- 
sible for, the plate and furniture ofthe President’s Mansion ; 
and shall discharge such otber dutie: the President may 
assign him ; one messenger, at a yearly salary of $900; and 
one assistant messenger, at a yearly salary of $750. And 
for the payment of the compensation of the said officers, 
during the present fiscal year, the sum of 35.750, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated, 
out of any mouey in the ‘Preasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enactel, That a yearly appro- 
priation be made for the purchase of stationery, binding 
public documents, and other contingent expenses of the 
Executive office, to be expended by the private secretary, 
under the direetion of the President; and for that purpose, 
during the present fiscal year, $650 is hereby appropriated, 
out ofany moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to those 
sections. I do not suppose that any Senator will 
think that | am actuated with any desire but one 
for the public good. But, sir, when the question 
was started for the increase of salaries, I an- 
nounced that I was willing to increase them all, 
and the record shows that I voted for the highest 
salary proposed by others for the members of 
this Administration. I should be perfectly will- 
ing now, sir, to vote for all appropriations for 
the President, if I could do so consistently with 
my convictions of duty under the Constitution. 
The distinguished Senator from North Carolina 
will doubtless make it perfectly clear to his own 
mind, and perhaps to that of the majority of the 
Senate, that this is not in violation of a constitu- 
tional principle; that it does not increase the Presi- 
dent’s salary. If he can satisfy them of that 1 
shall be perfectly content. The Constitution says: 

“The President shall, at stated times, receive for his ser- 
vices a cooipensation which shall neither be increased nor 
diminished during the period for which he shall have been 
elected; and he shall sot receive within that period any 
other emolument from the United States, or any of theim,’ 

The Senator from North Carolina says that 
this is not increasing his salary. Well, sir, it 
does this; it certainly saves to, him the amount 
of money embraced in this appropriation, giving 
him additional officers. What is it? It pro- 
vides, in the first place, that he shall have ‘‘ one 
private secretary, at a yearly salary of $2,500; 
one clerk, at a yearly salary of $1,600; one 
steward, at a yearly salary of $1,000, who shall, 
under the direction of the President, have charge 


of, and be responsible for, the plate and furniture | 


of the Presidents Mansion, aud shall discharge 
such other duties as the President may assign him; 
one messenger, at a yearly salary of $900; and 


one assistant messenger, ata yearly salary of |) 


$750.” And then the twelfth section makes a 
provision of $650 for the purchase of stationery. 
Another section of the bill, Mr. President, makes 
an appropriation for the compensation of a 
door keeper at the President’s House, $500; for 
an assistant doorkeeper, $365; and then, in 
another section, *‘ fur fuel for the President’s 


Fouse, $1,000; and ‘for furnace keeper for the j 


President’s House, $365.” Now, sir, the Presi- 
dent is to have these servants, and the Government 
If you can goon and make 
a provision for those servants, why not ro through 
the whole catalogue? If you can Sive him a fire- 
man, why not supply him with any other servant? 
If you can supply him with fuel, why not supply 
his wine cellars? In my judgment you may go 
on that way, and meet every possible expenditure 
that would come within the necessary calls of the 
White House. I repeat, if this proposition had 
been made atthe proper time, I should have voted 
for it with pleasure; but I am not willing to do by 


| from his public office. 


| 


| indirection that. which we cannot do directly.: I 


am not willing to increase his salary in this-way, 
by giving him all the servants that would-be ne- 


| cessary, and then say that it-is no increase.of his 
| salary. Suppose we force upon him the necessity 


of employing servants not provided for, is notthat 
increasing his expenditure? 1£ you may not.do 
that, then Í apprehend you. cannot do what.is 
asked by my honorabiefriend.. I-have no feeling 
about the matter; but these are my: constitutional 
views, and J am acting under them. 4 
Mr. BADGER. I should agree in the impro- 
priety of this amendment, if it had‘ the effect ‘of 
Indirectly increasing the President’s compensation; 
but. to my understanding there is not only no. rea- 


| sonable or probable ground for supposing that it 


has that effect, but it is demonstrable that it-does 
not have that effect. My friend from Tennessee 
has referred to some other items in the bill... It 
might be sufficient to say, that whether those pro- 


| visions are right or wrong does notaffect the ques- 


tion about the amendment which I proposed; but 
I will dispose of the objections to these provisions. 
First, he objects to the provision in the bill which 
assigns to the President’s House a doorkeeperand 
assistant doorkeeper. My friend does. not seem 
to consider that the President’s House is nota 
private mansion. The President is not the head 
of a Department, who has a public office, separate 
and distinct in its location from. his private resi- 
dence, and who, when he goes to his private resi- 
dence, has there his domestic servants to discharge 
the duties of domestic servants in his family apart 
The mansion which the 
President lives inis a publie building, opened in 
nearly the whole extent of it to visitors from day 
to day. Persons go there who come here from 
all parts of the United States. They think they, 
have a right to go there; they think it is proper 
to go there. They look at this house not as the 
private house of the President, but as a mansion 


| erected by the Government for the accommoda- 


tion of the Executive head of the nation. We 
all, who know anything about the matter, know 
that there is a constant flow of visitors. The 
doorkeeper who is to be appointed is not to dis- 
charge duties relating to the President’s private 
family. There are persons there, as all of us 
know who have been there, who receive and carry 
visitors through the public apartments of- the 
house, who show them what they desire to inspect, 
who explain to them the arrangements of the 
house, and who give that satisfaction to them in 
regard to the President’s Mansion, as a public 
building, which is given by the messengers or 
doorkeepers of the Patent Office, or any other of 


| the publie establishments in the city. 


It would be exceedingly unfair to impose it 
upon the President of the United States to pay, 
out of the compensation given to him for his sup- 
port, the charge of officers to superintend a build- 
ing—because he happens to live in it—which is a 
public building, and which persons visit for the 
purpose of inspecting, as they do for the inspec- 
tion of other public buildings. Now, sir, within 
a few years Congress made provision for extend- 
ing the gas works to the President’s House, 
and for furnishing it with gas. There might have 
been some pretense, some show of allegation, 
that that was an indirect method of increasing the 
President’s compensation, because, undoubtedly, 
it relieved the President of the expense of lighting 
the mansion; but then it should be recollected 
in regard to that appropriation, that its primary 
object was not to light the private apartments, 
It wag intended to light up those great public 
rooms which are constantly thrown open during 
the winter season of the year, to be visited by all 
the people of the metropolis, and by visitors; 
and for that reason it was not liable to objection, 

Then in regard to the keeper of the furnaces, 
Congress has recently made provision for erecting 
furnaces for the purpose of warming the House. 
Well, sir, the necessity for those furnaces arises 
from those vast apartments which are for the pub- 


| lie use, and not for the private or particular use or 
' benefit ofthe President. There would have been no 


necessity for any such provision, if the private 
apartments of the President only had to be: pro- 
vided for; and, therefore, { do not see the ground 
of objection to that provision. 

But however those things may. be, with regard 
to the particular provision now under considera- 
tion, to my understanding itis demonstrable that 


adent’s'compensation: It:is proposed, first; to-give 


«sto china: private: secretary anda clerk ii Gentle- 


amen may suppose—but if they do they-are entirely 
, mistaken—that the office of President-of the United 
States is a.sinecure;.that-hehas nothing to-do but 
“toi receive: official. visits and write ‘‘approved?”:at 
ithe foot.of:-bills.. Sir, heshas avast deal to-do, 
nand he requires clerical: forceand assistance to en- 
jaablehim::to doits: He has: public business:to do, 
business in regard -touwhich, if. we now require 
-chim.to: pay for it-out-of:the compensation ‘given 
cchim).it would .be just:to. remove the imposition 
from him.» Why should the-President be required 
:to make payment for such things any:more thanthe 
vhead of aDepartment? Each head ofa Department 
“has his.clerical force to assist him.in the discharge 
«of shis Official duties;. and if the head of a Depart- 
-ament hasit, where is: the propriety in withholding 
.it-from the President, compelling him to pay for 
tiout of his own compensation? > But, sir, it has 
-not heretofore been paid out of the private pocket 
ofthe President, and it will not now-be paid out of 
shis private pocket, whether we make this appro- 
-priation.or not. The- President is-left in a situa- 
ution always dependent for these things on the 
. heads of Departments. : £ presume he always has 
been. ` ‘ 
‘Then, with regard to the steward, to. take 
` „oharge of the public property in the. mansion, I 
-have explained what [ thought was. the necessity 
-and propriety of having such an officer. It does 
snot concern the President’s. private family. The 
, steward, whom we propose in the amendment to 
take charge of the mansion, is not to be a man to 
; Wait upon. the table, or to. attend to menial ser- 
ivices. He is to bean: agent of the Government, 
et take charge of a large amount of valuable prop- 
"erty, and.to see that it is taken care of; and he is 
„to be, chargeable with and responsible for it, 
Then with regard to the messengers. As I 
Stated the other day, the messengers proposed. to 
be given to the President are not to be his private 
servants—not a bit more than the messengers who 
are kept by the Secretary of War are his private 
servants. They are to assist the President in the 
transaction of his public duties. The President 
has to send to, as well as to receive from, the va- 
rious Executive Departments, papers and docu- 
_ments of extreme importance, which ought not to 
be. intrusted to the hands of domestic servants 
about the household. But if they might be 
. trusted with them, where is the propriety of re- 
quiring the President. to make his domestic ser- 
vants go upon public errands? But, sir, in: point 
of fact, whether this appropriation is made or not, 
the President will neither receive nor lose a penny. 
The services have been performed in a sort of ‘hel- 
ter-skelter manner, in a way not suitable to the 
dignity of the President’s office—by extra calls 
upon other officers; and they will be performed 
without charge upon him, and without being paid 
for oat of his compensation. Therefore, the pas- 
sage of this amendment will in no way, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, increase his compensation, 
and is, therefore, not unconstitutional. 
Now, Mr. President, a few words as to these 
contingent appropriations. It is a curious fact, 
that until the time of Mr. Fillmore’s administra- 
tion, there wag never a dollar appropriated for the 
purchase of a book of any kind for the Executive 
Mansion. Every head of a Department had a 
library; every head of a Department bad a contin- 
gent fund, so that occasional additions might be 
made to his library. Every head of a Department 
had public documents; but up to the time when 
Mr. Fillmore was President of the United States, 
there never was a book, nor a public document 
bought under an appropriation for the presiden- 
tial mansion. There was nothing in the presi- 
dential mansion obtained through an appropriation 
by Congress to which to refer for any information 
on any subject that might arise in the perform- 
ance of public duties. Well, sir, in Mr. Fill- 
more’s time, Congress made an appropriation for 
the purpose of commencing the formation of a 
library; and they made provision for supplying 
public documents, so that the President might 
have, at least, as much means for the obtaining of 
information in the prosecution of his duties as 
we have in the discharge of ours. 
Now, sir, these matters are found to be neces- 
sary. The President is to have stationery. There 
are various, incidental expenses of that kind con- 


t.does: not: directly: or indirectly:affect: the Presi- ie 


secutive: Mansion. . Tomy mind, there is’no on- 
stitutional difficulty in regard to making such a 
‘provision for the President. I donot seek this 
for the particular person“ who is* President now. 
E-should: have- moved it wher Mr: Fillmore “was 
“President, but I'did not think it was becoming: in 
me to do.so, I being a political friend of his. . It 
is no new. idea of mine. -My mind has beer set- 
tied: upon it for four: years past, and I seizéthis, the 


when it could not be supposed that I was endeav- 
ering to procure the provision for the personal 
‘dignity of ‘the'gentleman at the head of the na- 
tiongvhom I had supported for the Presidency, 
-as ‘the head of the- political party to which I be- 
long, to bring forward this proposition. I think 
itis judicious and proper. 

Mr. PEARCE. Iam very glad that this prop- 
osition -has been introduced by the Senator from 
‘North Carolina, ‘since no suspicion of political 
| partisanship can. attach to it. 1 think, too, that 
something of the sort has long been demanded by 
various ‘public considerations. I recollect, sir, a 
conversation which Í had with President Polk, 
about three days before he left the Executive | 
Mansion. : [ think the Senator from Tennessee 
[Mr. Bet] was present. He said to us that he 
thought it highly important that Congress should 
. organize something lke an Executive office for 
the preservation of official presidential papers. ‘He 
said that the President often had correspondence 
of great public interest and value which ought to 
be preserved, and in an organized Executive office, 
as the other archives of the Government are. 

Now, when the President: goes out of office, he 
must either take such papers with him, or they 
are destroyed. No place is provided by the Gov- ! 
ernment for their preservation, and of course they | 
disappear. Much that is interesting, and of the 
greatest value in our political history, is among į 
such papers, and should be deposited in such an 
office. ‘The amendment of the Senator from North 
Carolina proposes what will answer this end. I 
would suggest to him, however, to modify it, so 
that, instead of providing for a private secretary 
at $2,500, he shall provide for a secretary to the 
President, whose duty it shall be to take care of | 
official papers, and perform such other duties as 
the President may direct. 

Mr. CLAYTON. That is-right. 

Mr. BADGER. TLagree to that willingly. 

Mr. PEARCE. Then I think he should have 
a clerk, because I know, and I presume other 
Senators know, that the correspendence of the 
Executive office is exceedingly burdensome. I 
have seen the letter book of ex-President Fillmore, 
and I know that it contains matters of exceeding 
interest and public importance; and I think if this 
arrangement had been made, some of those letters | 
would have remained on the Executive files for 
the information and benefit of the President’s suc- ; 
cessors, who now find, on coming into office, that ; 
the letters addressed to their predecessors, which 
might be needed for reference, are either all de- 
stroyed, or else have been taken away. I am 
sure this would be of very great importance, and 
I think these public considerations demand that the 
President should have a secretary and clerk to | 
record and preserve such papers, and relieve the 
President of a portion of his labors. f 

Then, as to the messengers, do not see, as 
the Senator from North Carolina has suggested, | 
why the President is not entitled to, and has not 
as much public necessity for, messengers as one | 
of the Secretaries. The President has to com- | 
municate daily, or very frequently at least, with all 
the Secretaries, and he must have some one to go 
on these errands. They are not to be appointed 
for his personal convenience, but for the dispatch 
of the public, business with which he is charged; į 
and it seems to me that the Government ought to 
provide him with the means of performing his 
public functions with facility and promptness. 
As to the number of messengers, I do not know | 
how many may be necessary, certainly one is, | 
and it may be that two are. He may want both | 
of them, andI do not think the number at all ex- 
travagant, 

Then, the only one remaining is the steward. | 
Now, I have already said that these employees | 
are for official purposes, and they will not adda 
penny’s increase to the salary of the President, 


nor to his emoluments, because they are not created | 


“very first session of Congress which has been held j 


ePiesident’s House aba public’ Ex- |} 


“for his private business.” 


Tris true thatif we donot 
give him this additional officer, he. may be com- 


pelled-by our injustice to draw ‘from. the income 


which the law allows him to pay for services for 


‘Which thé Government should pay; but if you, de- 
‘termine to-_pay him for those “service: 


S which the 
Government require of him, you are siriply doing 


‘that which you should: have originally ‘done. In. 


vegard to the stewardship, it may be more nearly 
allied'to something for‘his personak benefit than 


‘the rest of ‘the section; but the object, as stated: 
‘by’ the Senator from North Carolina, ‘is to ‘take 


care of the plate’ and furniture of the Executive 
Mansion. 

We appropriate large sums, whenever a Presi- 
dent comes into office, for furnishing his mansion; 


-and I' suppose: gentlemen know that there are a 


great many people who visit the Executive Man- 
sion, who are no better than they should be, and 


-who do not hesitate to help themselves to the pub- 


lic property when they find an opportunity. I 
take it that if the celebrated ‘* gold spoons’ had 
been really gold, they would: have vanished long 


‘since, but it is known that they’ are only silver, 
:gold washed. 


F know that from rich lace curtains 
enough have been cut off, and carried away, to 
makea dress. Now, we wantsome person charged’ 
with authority to look after the plate and'furniture 
of the mansion, and a steward is the proper offi- 
cer. The'salary proposed is not an-unreagonable 
‘one, and such a provision nothing unusual in the 
arrangements of Governments. | a 

Why, sir, in my own State of Maryland, which 
does not contain the thirtieth. part of the. popula- 
tion of the Union, we used to have, and still have, 
I believe, a steward of the. Executive: Mansion, 
whose business it is to look after these things. J 
think itis right and proper that the President of 
the United States should have a steward, whose 
official duty it shall be to take charge of the furni- 
ture. lam sure that we do not 'mean that the 
Président himself should make it a point to look 
about and see who steals the spoons and cuts off 
the curtains; and, therefore, he must have some- 
body whose especial duty it shall be to do it; and 
that is proposed to be provided for in this athend- 
ment. Iam glad to see the liberal spirit in which 
my honorable friend from North Carolina has in- 
troduced the proposition, and I, shall support it 
cheerfully. No personal intimacy or political 
favor towards the President influences me more 
than him; but I desire, whoever may be the in- 
cumbent of that office, that liberal appropriations 
shall be made for his comfort, convenience, and 
dignity, and this provision is necessary for that 
purpose. i 

Mr. CLAYTON. lf I belonged to the Dem- 
ocratic party, like my friends on the other side of 
the Chamber, | might remain silent on this ques- 
tion; but, sir, I am at perfect liberty now to ex- 
press my honest opinions in regard to this matter. 
{ fully concur with my friends from North Car- 
olina and Maryland. The President’s salary itself 
is an insufficient one; but I do not propose to raise 
it by these means. : 

The proposition contained in the amendment of 
the committee is unexceptionable. The officers 
who are provided for in it are necessary; and, in 
my opinion, there is nothing more necessary than _ 
the establishment of some office for the purpose of 
taking care of those Executive documents which 
peculiarly belong to the Executive mansion. The 
President, at present, has no means of preserving 
any of those papers unless he sends them to the 
State Department, where they are deposited, and 
where, as we know from the past history of the 
country, they have not been faithfully kept. No- 
body can tell who mutilated them, or carried them 
away; but the fact that they have been mutilated, 
after being sent down to that Department by the 
President, and that they have been carried away 
in years now long gone by, is unquestionable. 
These papers ought to be preserved in some office 
under the care of the President, and they should 
be delivered over to his successor in office. . ; 

I will not pursue the subject, for | have no doubt 
the Senate is tired of it; and I only rose for the 
purpose of adding my testimony to that of the 
honorable gentleman who preceeded me that the 
provisions of this amendment are eminently prop- 
er. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 do not mean to 
debate this question, foram perfectly willing that 
every Senator on this floor shall vote for the 


amendment; and I do not mean to be understood | 
as entering into any competition with the Senator 
from North Carolina upon the score of liberality 
in appropriations—perhaps | had better call it 
profligacy. Ido not know how near he and I may 
come together; but certainly, as to other Senators 
on this floor, I claim to be as liberal as any of 
them. Atthe proper time I should not hesitate 
to give the President every servant he wants, from 
the garret down to the kitchen, or to vote him 
whatever amount of money is necessary to make 
him comfortable, and to enable him to discharge 
his duties as a gentleman ought to do; but I wish 
to do it according to my understanding of the in- 
tention of the Constitution. 

I will not say that the three distinguished gen- : 
tlemen who have spoken (Messrs. Pearce, 
Bapcen, and Crarron} are actuated by any hope 
of getting to the White House; but if they have 
any such hope, I may say to them they need give 
themselves no sort of uneasiness about my vote; 
but when they are elected President, before they 
take possession of the White House, I will, under 


the provisions of the Constitution, vote them |, 


enough to pay for all their servants, and their 
wines in the bargain; but [will not do it after they 
have taken their seats. That is my position. 
Mr. PRATT. I concur entirely in the argu- 
ment of my friend from North Carolina, and my 
honorable colleague, so far as they go; but there 
are objectionable portion’s of the bill which they 
have not touched in their arguments. I under- 
stand that there is an appropriation of $1,000 to 
buy fuel for the President’s House, and another 
appropriation of $1,000 to pay men to make fires 
at the President’s House. 
the President is wholly inadequate, and I should 
be willing to vote to make it double what it is, if | 
we had constitutional power to do so; but the | 
constitutional provision is that the salary of the 
President shall “neither be increased nor dimin- 
ished during the period for which he shall have 
been elected; and he shall not recejve within that | 
period any other emolument from the United i 
States.” I apprehend the President himself would 
suppose that this bill which gives him $1,000 
to buy fuel for his family, and another thousand 
to pay for men to make fires for him, to be un- | 
constitutional, and therefore would veto it. Now, 
I think we ought not to run the risk of losing this | 
bill, making the necessary appropriations for car- 
rying on the Government, by leaving in it pro- 
visions which | think the President will consider 


i 


him, and which he will therefore feel bound to 


Mr. SLIDELL. 
state of the question. 
Tennessee moved to strike out these sections? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvanr | 
in the chair.) The question before the Senate is 
on the motion made by the Senator from Mary- 
land [Mr. Pearce] to amend the amendment of 


I wish to know the exact | 


vate secretary,” and inserting ‘* secretary who | 
shall take charge of such official papers as shall 
be confided to him, and perform such other du- | 
ties as may be directed by the President. ” 
Mr. SLIDELL. 
that the Senator from Tennessee had moved to 
strike out section eleven. For the information of : 
the Senate, E will present and have read by the | 
Secretary, an amendment which I intend to offer 
at the proper time, in lieu of the eleventh and | 
twelfth sections; and I will state briefly the rea- 
sons why I wish to offer it. 
My amendment provides for two officers, who, 
I think, are necessary to perform duties in relation | 
to this body, and the House of Representatives, | 
and the Departments, which are purely official, 
and do not partake in any degree of the personal 
character of persons attached to the President’s 
household,as such. 1 look to two such officers; 
that is to say, I propose to increase the salary of | 


I was under the impression | 


' President for public purposes. 
© with a library, and I can see no objection to fur- 


no farther. My amendment is to strike out all 


‘after the enacting clause of the eleventh section, 


as proposed by the committee, and to insert 


io Phat a yearly salary of $2,500 be, and hereby is, allow- ; 
| ed to the Secretary of the President, from the commence- } 
| ment of the present fiscal year, which sum is hereby appro- 
| priated for that purpose ; and that a messenger be assigned 
| to the Presidets’s office with the same annual compensation 
i as is allowed hy law to the principal messengers employed 


in the Executive departments”? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thesetwo sec- |: 


tions are proposed as an amendment by the Com- 


! mittee on Finance, and thereforea motion to strike 
‘them out is not in order. The Senate may refuse 
i to adopt them, and then the Senator can move to 
insert. The question is now on the amendment of | 


the Senator from Maryland to the amendment of 


: the committee. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
amendment of the committee as it stands by strik- 
ing out the eleventh and twelfth sections, and in- 
serting what has just been read. 


Mr. CASS. 


the propriety of paying for the stationery of the 
We provide him 


‘nishing him with stationery. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I will act on the suggestion 


‘of the Senator from Michigan, and move only to 
strike out the eleventh section, leaving the twelfth, 


and to insert in lieu of it: 
That a yearly salary of $2,500 be, and hereby is, allowed 


k | to the Secretary for the President, from the commencement ji 
l think the salary of |; 
ated for that purpose; and that a messenger be assigned to |i 


of the present fiscal year, which sum is hereby appropri- 


: the President’s office, with the same annual compensation 


i; patents. 


Has the Senator from : 


adopt the amendment proposed by the Senator: 
l think the amendment in the |; 


one, and to create the other office, as being essen- | 


tial to the discharge of the proper official duties of || 


the President. That far I am willing to go, and | 
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i 


as is allowed by law to the principal messengers employed 
in the Executive departments, 

Mr. MASON. I wish to inquire of the Sen- 
ator trom Louisiana whether there is any officer 
now known as the ** Secretary of the President?” 

Mr. SLIDELL. i had the act authorizing 
such an officer to be appointed, in my hand a short 


time ago, and I can get it directly. TheSecretary |; 


of the President was an office created by law, 


and to him was assigned the duty of signing land | 


I will state to the Senator from Virginia 


what my motive was in drawing the amendment | 


In that form. 


mittee on Finance, creates anew office altogether. 


as conferring unconstitutional emoluments upon |: My object was to Kea salary of $2,500 to the | 
Secretary of the President, an officer already |) 
veto | known to the law, as I will presently show. 


Mr. MASON. My impression was, that in 
order to provide the President with a Secretary, 


we gave a salary of $1,500 to an officer who | 


should have authority to sign the President’s 
name to land patents; and he is not, by law, th 
Secretary of the President. He is merely author- 


i: ized to sign the President’s name to land patents, 


the committee by striking out the words, “ pri- | The intention was to provide him with a Secretary 


in that way, and such is the practice. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 


chief secretary, $1,500, and [ believe signs all the : 
i patents, for I do not believe that the President’s 


secretary signs any patents at all. This is the 
law to which I referred: 


«Phat it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consentof the Senate, 
to appoint a seeretary, with a salary of $1,500 per annum, 
whose duty it shall be, under the direction of the President, 
to sign his name for him to all patents for land sold by and 


U ander the authority of the United States.” 


By a subsequent law, an assistant secretary was 


appointed, who now in fact signs all the land pat- | 


ents, for ] understand the secretary of the Presi- 
dent does not sign them at this time. 


Mr. BADGER. 


from Louisiana. 
shape I have proposed it from the Committee on 
Finance does only what is decent, and proper, 
and respectable for the President in his official 


I now move to amend the} 


AS I would suggest to the Senator ; 
i from Louisiana that there can be no doubt about 


; I conceive that the amendment of |, 
the Senator from North Carolina, from the Com- :: 


I will state that there is an | 
assistant secretary, and he is called so in the Blue © 
| Book, who receives the same compensation as the) 


I hope the Senate will not |: 


capacity. If the Senate think it is not proper. to 
| give him any assistance, well and good. -IP they 
i, give him any, | hope it will be given with the Jib- 
erality which the circumstances of the case require. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, there was one 
feature in the amendment of the committee, which 
i I understood originated from the Senator from 
i North Carolina, which I really consider a very 
important and valuable one for the public inter- 
ests. It is the provision for an officer called a 
i steward, who shall have charge of. the public 
i property in the President’s House. Now, I hap- 
pen to have known what possibly may be known 
i to other Senators, that there has occurred more 
than once in the city of Washington, a sort of in- 

| terregnum between the going out of one President 
i and the incoming of another; and the President’s 
i House and all its contents are, in fact, during that 
‘time, abandoned. I have heard from the residents 
‘of Washington, living in that neighborhood, that 


i during that interregnum the President’s House 
! has been actually the subject of common pillage, 
| There has been nobody in it, and nobody in pos- 
session of the property. 

Mr. BADGER. Nobody had any authority. 

Mr. MASON. As the Senator from North 
Carolina remarks, nobody had any authority there. 
| L had thonght it was the duty of the Commissioner 
|; of Public Buildings to take charge of any public 
| building which was left, as the President’s House 
; undoubtedly has been in more than one instance, 
|! without any authority whatever, or any person in 
i it able to exercise authority. I remember to have 
heard what was alluded to by the Senator from 
‘North Carolina that, at the time when General 


| Harrison came into office, there arose, in some 
way, a misunderstanding—I do not mean any 
l! angry, hostile misunderstanding—but some misin- 
terpretation as to when the outgoing President 
|: should go out, and the incoming President come 
‘in, and the result of it, as I understand, was that 
li when President Harrison went to the President’s 
i House to take possession of that mansion, with 
‘the cruwd which attended him, and the friends 
| who were with him, when his family came to make 
arrangements for the night, there actually was not 
i enough bed clothing in the house to accommodate 

them. It had been stolen or carried away. The 
| rest of the public property there is subject to the 
same sort of pillage and depredation. 

Mr. CLAYTON. | am inclined to think the 
ii same thing has occurred on several other occa- 
sions. 

Mr. MASON. So I have stated. There isan 
awkward interval between the outgoing of one 
| President and theincoming ofanother. When that 
ji portion of the public property 18 abandoned, and 
li there is no authority exercised over it, I think 
| that the provision for an officer to reside in the 
| President’s House as a public officer, under his ` 
ontrol, of course, whose duty it should be to 
Pake charge of the public property, was the most 
| valuable feature in the whole amendment. I sub- 
| mit, therefore, to the Senator from Louisiana 
; whether it would not be better to retain that fea- 


ji 


ture. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 will suggest to the Senator 
that there is a very simple mode of 
` getting over the difficulty which he has mentioned 
“as to the danger of the public property in the 
' President’s House being carried away, during the 
| time which elapses between the going out of one 
| President and the taking possession by another. 
Why not provide against that difficulty, by offer- 
| Ing an amendment, that on all such occasions, 
| when there is no person properly in charge of the 
! Presidential Mansion, the Commissioner of Pub- 
ic Buildings shall be authorized to take proper 
charge of it for that purpose? This would save 
he trouble of creating a permanent office. 

: Mr. MASON. Will it be in order to offer an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator from ` 


| from Virginia, 


i 

| Louisiana? os 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricht in 
It will not be in order, as the amend- 


H 


| the chair.) rder, as 
| ment of the Senator from Louisiana is an amend- 
iment to the amendment of the committee. 


“Mr. SLIDELL ‘called for the yeas and nayson’ 
“his-amendment;-and they were ordered; and: be- 
‘ing taken, resulted—~yeas:18, nays 26; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Benjamin, Bright, Dodge of 

- Fowa; Fessenden, Poot, Gillette, Houston, Hunter, Johu- 
son, Jones ‘of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, 

Sebastian, Slidell, and Thompson of Kentucky—18.. i 

NAYS-—Messrs.. Allen, Badger, Brodhead, Butler, Cass, 
Chase; Clay, Clayton, Cooper; Dawson, Fish, Fitzpatrick, 
‘Geyer, Gwin, Hamlin, James, Pearce; Shields, Stuart, 
Bumner, Thoinson of New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, Walker, 
‘Weller, and Williams—26. 

So. the amendment to. the amendment was ře- 
jected, and the question recurring upon the amend- 
ment of the committee, as it had been. amended on 
the motion of Mr. PEARCE, 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; and 
they. were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. I have every disposition in the 
world to make any arrangement by law that will | 
conduce to the convenience or comfort of the occu- 
pant of the Executive Mansion; but I am not 
satisfied that we have the power to do it in the 
form. proposed by this amendment. I recollect 
very well that at the time the President was al- 
lowed a secretary to sign his name to land patents, 
it was considered the only mode in which the |; 
President could have a private secretary, the clause | 
of the Constitution, which has been referred to, 
being in the way. Iam not satisfied in my own 
mind, by any means, of the constitutionality of | 
giving the President, indirectly, the emoluments | 
proposed to be given by this provision, and I must 
therefore, reluctantly, vote against it. i 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President, in considering 
this subject, I have been unable to come to any | 
conclusion similar tothat which has just been pre- | 
sented by the Senator from Virginia. It is by no | 
express provision that we furnish any Depart- || 
ment with a single material connected with its ; 
business. Itis under the general power given to || 
us by the Constitution to appoint necessary offi- 
cers. Wow, sir, can any man question that it is 
Competent for the Congress of the United States j) 
to provide the President a house, and to furnish |! 
it completely; or they may refuse to provide him 
a house at all; and does it effect the question of | 
raising or diminishing his salary ? Notin the least. | 
You may furnish any amount of service in that | 

house that you deem necessary to protect the j 
property of the Government; for it is, every dol- | 
& | 


i 
i 
i 
j 
F 


rof it, the property of the Government. The | 
President does not own a cent’s worth of it, It | 
is provided for by law, out of the Treasury of the | 
United States. 

Sir, itis conceded by every Senator who has 
sporen on the subject, that past experience has 
shown conclusively that the only way to protect 
the property of the United States in the Presi- 
dential Mansion is in this or some similar mode; ! 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


| 
the mode of doing it is simply a question for con- | 
greasional legal discretion, Anything Congress | 
deems it important and proper to do by law to | 
prom the property of the United States in the 
Executive Mansion, it has the power to do. Any 
number of messengers that Congress deems it 
proper for the head of a Department, orthe head of ji 
a Bureau, or the President of the United States to 
have in the public service, is constitutional to pro- 
vide for. This subject, I confess, is a new one |] 
to me, on the score of discretion. On that point |} 
T take the opinion and experience of older Sena- j; 
tors who have gone before me, and who have | 
occupied positions in connection with the Execu- 
tive Departments, which enable them. to judge of: 
the expediency of the measure, and with them 
there is no difference of opinion, In respect to 
the question of constitutional power, I have no | 
difficulty at all. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 30, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Benjamin, : 
Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, i 
Dawson, Dodge of Lowa, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Ham- i 
Hn, Houston; Hunter, James, Johnson, Mallory, Pearce, 


Shields, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Walker, 
Weller, and Wiltiams—30. | 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chase, Fessenden, Foot, Geyer, ! 
Gillette, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Sti 
on Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, and Wade 

So the amendment of thecommittee, asamended, | 
was agreed to. 

Mr. GEYER. I now wish to call up the mo- 
tion which I made yesterday, to reconsider the H 


yote by which the Senate adopted the amendment l! tention of the Senate to the fact that there are ii 


ee Serre nie ea f 
.Feported from the Committee on Finance as the 
seventh section. 5 


| of this section, in case of purchase, a sum not exceeding 


| of the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Geyer] to re- 


{sion into the Union.” 


| expense would have been borne out of the national 


~ duly 25, 


--The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. BapeeR 
inthe chair.) The Senator from Missouri will 
allow the Chair to say there is an amendment 
reported by the Committeeon Finance which has 
not yet’been disposed of. After that his motion will 
come up properly. 

Mr. GEYER. Very. well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is 
now. on the following amendment of the Commit- 
tee on Finance, which was reserved for a separate | 
vote on Saturday last: 


Sec. — And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of | 
the Senate, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint 
a commissioner, ata compensation not exceeding $4,000 
per annum, to ascertain the nature, character, extent, and 
value of all valid claims arising, in Washington and Oregon 
Territories, under the treaty with Great Britain of the 15th | 
June, 1846 ; and should said claims, or any part thereof, be | 
deemed of sufficient public and political importance to 
justify or require the measure, the President is hereby au- 
thorized to direct said commissioner to agree with the 
claimants and the Hudson’s Bay Company for the retin- | 
quishment of their claims on a just and fair valuation, and 
to pay over the amount so agreed upon, upon a full and 
entire surrender and relinguishment of all right, tule, claim, | 
interest, and demand therein, and thereto, to the United 
States: Provided, That none of the lands acquired under 
this section shall be subject to donation or preémption, 
but shall be sold at public auction, unless in cases where, | 
in the opinion of the commissioner, the sum paid for any 
particular parcel or piece shall be Jess than a fair price there- 
for, to be ascertained by the commissioner aforesaid, said 
sales to be made for cash, and at such times and places, 
and with such postponements as may be directed by said 
cominissioner; and for carrying into effect the provisions 


$300,000 is hereby appropriated: Provided, Thatthe amount ! 
to be paid tor all the said claims, rights, and interests shall į 
not exceed the sum herein appropriated; and for detray- į 
ing the expenses of the commission, the further sam of | 
dollars is hereby appropriated, payable out of any , 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That in case it shall `i 


| be deemed inexpedient to sell said lands and improvements | 
| immediately, or any part thereof, the President shall be, j; 


and he is hereby, authorized, on the extinguishment of the $ 
titte as aforesaid, to direct the cominissioner to take pos- i| 


session of the same for and in the name of the Unit: d States, ‘| 


| and to lease we same on such terms and conditions, and for : 
if such sum or sums ashe may deem proper and right, sub- 


ject, however, to sale, when, in his opinion, it may be 
proper, atter the United States surveys have been extended 
over the same, | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
suggest to the Senator from Virginia that there is | 
a blank in the amendment. | 

Mr. HUNTER. | hope it will be adopted with | 
the blank. I have not the information yet to 
enable me to move to fill it. The blank is for the 
expenses of the commission. Before the bill is 
through with, | wiil obtain the information from 
the Department. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I would suggest to the chatr- 
man of the committee that he had better withdraw 
it for the present until he gets the information. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will ask that it lie over until 
to-morrow, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be laid 
over, The next question’ in order is the motion 


consider the vote by which section seven was j 


ommittee on Finance. ‘Lhe section is: 
“Seo. 7. And be it further enacted, That the sum of | 
300,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be 
paid to the State of California for the expenses of the gov- 
ernment of said State from its organization until its admis- 


Mr. GEYER. Mr. President, I made the mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote on that amendment for , 
the purpose of testing the principle, rather than 
with any expectation that the Senate would re- 
verse its votes given on former occasions. It pro- 
poses to pay $300,000 to the State of California | 
for the expenses of her State government from the 
time of its organization until her admission into į 
the Union; and the claim is founded, I believe, on | 
this basis: that if a territorial government had | 


been organized in California, the expenses would į 


have been paid out of the Treasury of the United | 


| States, it being of late years the practice here to! 


pay the whole expenses of the territorial govern- | 
ments out of the national Treasury. It is, there- | 


! fore, a proposition to vote an appropriation for, 


the support of a State government, ov the ground : 
that if it had been a territorial government, the : 


Treasury! [intend to make this a test vote, so 
far as I am concerned; and I desire to call the at- 


reed to, as an amendment reported from the i! 


i this Union. 


seven States of this Union. which supported their 
territorial governments. out of their own local 
treasuries, during the whole périod-of their second 
grade of government. They were Ohio, Indiana, 
and Hlinois, of the old Northwest Territory; and 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Missouri. 
Missouri was the last. The Legislature, and the 
local judiciary, were supported out of the. territo- 
rial treasury. The expenses of the convention 
that formed her constitution were borne out of the 
-local treasury. The State was longer out of: the 
Union than California, after the organization of the 
State government. Her constitution was signed 
on the 19th of July, 1820, and she was, kept out 
of the Union’ (notwithstanding the act by which 
| the contract was made, that she should be admit- 
i ted upon an equal footing with the original States) 
until the 10th of August, 1821. 

Now, sir, if we are to pay the expenses of the 
State government of California, because if it had 
been a Territory they would have been payable 


| out of the Federal Treasury, then all the seven 


States which I have named have a right to demand 
that the expenses borne by them out of their local 
treasuries shall be refunded with interest, out of 
the national Treasury. J have made the motion 
to reconsider, as | have remarked, not witha view 
particularly of defeating this amendment, but for 
the purpose of bringing theattention of the Senate 
to the principle, and to make ita test vote; forif the 
amendment does pass, Iwill, on the part of Mis- 
souri, and I hope all the members from the seven 
States which I have named will, on the part of. 
their States, press on the Government of the 
United States the claim which they will have as 
well founded as that of California, on the national 
Trensury now. ; 

Mr. WELLER. It seems to me, sir, that if 
the Senator from Missouri desired to test the 
principle to whicit he alludes, the proper place for 
him to do so would be when an appropriation was 
asked for some of those Territories, Now, sir, it 
seems to have been the settled practice of the 
Government, from 1820 to the present day, to 
pay all the expenses of the territorial governments, 
That Senator during the present session has been 
voting money from the Treasury to pay the ex- 
penses of territorial governments. If he thought 
it a bad practice; if he preferred the precedent 
which had been observed anterior to 1820, that 
would have been the proper time and place to have 
raised this question. 

L apprehend, if it is the practice of this Gov- 
ernment to pay the expenses of ‘Territorial Legis- 
latures, and all the governmental expenses during 
the territorial existence of any people, then Cal- 
ifornia is clearly entitled to this sum. She was 
left without any territorial government. The 
people were compelled themselves, for the protec- 
tion of their persons and property, to organize a 
government. They chose to organize a State in- 
stead of a territorial government. If they had 
organized a territorial government, then, under 
the established practice of this Government, the 
Federal Treasury would have been held liable for 
all the expenses; but they established a State 
government; they established that from necessity, 
| because of the failure of the Federal Government 
to give them any sort of institutions for their pro- 
tection. 
| Mr. President, it does seem to me that this is 

not the proper place to test the propriety of that 
| practice. I grant that anterior to 1826 the ex- 
penses of Territorial Legislatures were defrayed 


ii from the local treasuries of the Territories; vut 


Congress, from that day to this, have seen proper 
| to pursuea different practice. They have paid 
| all the expenses of the territorial governments of 
i If a government was organized in 

1849 or 1850 in California, because of the failure 

on your part to take the initiative, then I hold that 

you are bound to defray the necessary expenses of 
[that government. This question has been passed 
| upon by the Senate heretofore. I believe it was 
! then fully discussed, I regret very much that it 
is now brought up. I trust that the motion will 
i not be agreed to by those who are satisfied, as I 
| trast the Senate must be, that the people of Cal- 
| ifornia were compelled to form a State government 
in 1849-50; and that, therefore, the just and 
proper expenses which were incurred by that 
organization should be a charge upon the Federal 
| Treasury. 


Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, although Cali- 


1854. 
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fornia had a State government, she was recog- 
nized by this Government as nothing but a Terri- 
tory. She was a portion of the territory of the 
United States outside of any State organization. 
Mr. CASS. Or territorial organization either. 
Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir; she was left without a 
territorial or State government. There is an- 


other thing in connection with this matter. There | 


was a de facto government established in Cali- 
fornia after the peace, which existed up to the 
time the State government was organized, and 
the Government of the United States, out of the 
“ civil fund,” which we claimed, but which has 
been paid into the Treasury of the United States 
paid every dollar of the expenses of the de 
facio government. That claim was recognized 
by act of Congress, and this provision was re- 
ported at the same time. That bill proposed to 
pay the civil fund into the Treasury; and it con- 
tained a provision for the payment of $300,000 as 
anoutfit, as it was called by the Senator from 
Maryland, (Mr. Puarce,] to the State of Cali- 
fornia, for the expenses of the State Government 
from the time of its organization until California 
was admitted into the Union. Upon the organi- 
zation of the State government, the military au- 
thorities ceased to pay the governmental expenses. 
The de fuclo government went out of existence 
when the State government was organized. The 
actual expense during the period intervening be- 


tween the State organization and our admission į; 
into the Union, as officially communicated to Con- | 


gress, was $437,000; so that this amount will 
really not cover the expenses of the Siate by 
$137,000. 

Mr. GEYER. 


time to occupy the attention of the Senate, and 
particularly at this period of the session; but it 
seems to me that this is an appropriate occasion to 
test the principle, whether the expenses of a gov- 
ernment not previously organized by a law of the 
United States, are to be borne out of the Treasury 
of the United States. The territorial governments 
to which I have alluded were all governments im- 
posed upon the people by the Congress of the 


nited States, and at the same time they made | 
no provision whatever for the support of those | 
California is a case in which a | 
State government was organized by the people , 


governments, 


themselves, and with which the Government of |! 
Now, sir, | 
what I contend for is, that if the people of Cali- | 


the United States had nothing to do. 


fornia are entitled to be paid out of the national 
Treasury the expenses of a government organ- 
ized by themselves at their own will, then we, 
whose Government was organized by the law of 
the United States, and who were required to pay 
out of our own Treasury the expenses of that 
local government, are entitled to have the amount 
of those expenses refunded. 


I merely wish to bring the minds of Senators || 
to bear upon the question, because if this appro- | 
the question | 


priation passes at some future day, 


must be presented in regard to the States to which 
I have referred. There are seven States interested 
in it, and the amount is large. 
her own expenses from the year 1812, under the 
second grade of government, down to the period 
of her admission into the Union on the 10th of 
August, 1821, She never had a dollar of appro- 
priation for a road during her territorial govern- 
ment. There never wasa dollar appropriated for 
a library, or for a government house, or a prison, 
as there has been in all the Territories since 1820. 


What I claim is, that when we shall have voted | 


to pay the expenses of a government organized 


by the people of California, we shall assume also . 


to pay the expenses of a government organized 
by the Congress of the United States. 


Mr. WELLER. There might be some force | 
in the remarks made by the Senator from Mis- | 


sourt, if it were not forthe known fact that the 
people of California were compelled to organize a 
government, I think thatisa much stronger case 
than if Congress had established a territorial gov- 
ernment for them. There was a part of the pub- 


lic domain—a portion of the territory of the United | 
States. One hundred thousand Americans had gone | 


there, knowing that it was a portion of American 
soil. They found themselves there without any 
government, g 
permitted to pass without the organization of a 
Territory there. I need not allude to the causes 
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I do not desire to prolong this | 
debate, and I am very much disinclined at any | 


Two sessions of Congress were || 


which produced this result. They are well known 
tothecountry. ltis enough for me to say, thatsuch 
was the state of things in the American Congress, 
that this department of the Goverament utterly 


entitled to—protection under an organized gov- 


the people were compelled, because of the failure 
on your partto discharge your duties, to organize 


much stronger case than if a territorial govern- 


Congress. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, after the no- 
tice which has been given to us by the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, I feel under some difficulty 
in regard to this appropriation. If we are to go 
back to make appropriations of this description 
for all the States and Territories, I suppose it must 
be something very unexpected to the Senate. At 
the same time, there is justice in the remark made 
by one of the Senators from California, that that 
State or Territory was for a considerable period 
of time unprotected by this Government, owing, 
as both these Senators know well, to the fact that 
Congress refused to make any appropriation to 
enable the Executive Department to protect it. 

Now, sir, I should not like to vote on a ques- 
tion of this magnitude at this moment. 1 should 
like to have it in a separate bill. I am willing to 
do justice. This is a question now sprung upon 
us, and I have not reflected on it before. 1 can 


other States and Territories, but at the same time 


Missouri, that the other Governments to which 
he referred were organized under law. I am 


ii anxious to do justice to California, and I prefer i! 
i| that this matter should be presented in a separate :: 


| bill, so that we can have a fair understanding of 
| it. 

‘| California was treated shamefully by the General 
i| Government, that Government being bound to 


i| protect her, and not doing it; and, therefore, [ feel j 
i| disposed to be liberal to her; but I think this |; 


claim should be presented in a distinct bill. 
Mr. GWIN. 
opposition to this amendment. 


lt bas passed the 


form; and the reason it did not get through the 
House was, that there was a contest between the 
State and the United States, in regard to the civil 
fund, which has been decided in the Supreme 
Court against the claim of the State. F hope the 
appropriation will be permitted to pass. 
|| Mr. CASS. I shail vote for this appropriation 

as | have done before, simply on the ground tha 
i protection and taxation should go together. 
| there is no protection, there should be no taxation 
and I think that is an extraordinary kind of gov- 
ernment which exercises only one function, and 
that the function of taxation. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
i two to make about this amendment. 


| 


i 
i 
t 
| 


1 observe 


California war debt; and we have now under 


$300,000 for the expenses of the State government 
ii of California. l agreed to this proposition at the 


L supposed that it was a payment in fuil to Cal- 
fornia for the support of her government before 


not exactly feel disposed to appropriate both sums, 
and [think the representatives of California ought 
to choose between the two. 
4996 ,000 for the California war debt 

Mr. WALKER. What debt is it? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I understand it to be a 
claim which the State of California sets up for ex- 
penses to which she was put in order to defend 
herself against the Indians, 
ally on this subject, and to come to some under- 
standing in regard to it at this time, because if we 
allow this item of $300,000 in the civil and diplo- 
-matic bill, it may endanger the item of $800,000 in 
the Army appropriation bill for the payment of the 
California war devi, as it is called. Į wish to 
hear what my friends from C have to say 
m the subject. f am v g 
aim, but | do not know that I can go for both. 
Mr. WELLER. There is no sort of connec- 


i 
i 
$ 


Pi A 
torma 


failed to give what those American people were || 


ernment. Now, sir, if this necessity did exist, if į 


a government, it seems to me that it presenis a | 


ment had been organized in the first instance by l 


see a distinction very clearly between this and |) 


i there is force in the remark of the Senator from | 


I repeat, there was a period of time when |: 


I hope there will be no farther | 


Senate each of the last three years in this very į; 


if: 


I have a suggestion or! 


| that the Army appropriation bill contains an ap- i: 
|i propriation of upwards of $900,000 to pay the | 
Missouri bore : 
onsideration an item in this bul appropriating | 


i last session, but I agreed to it as a compromise. į 
| she was admitted into the Union, and since. Ido! 


If we allow the: 


I wish to deal liber- |i 


ng to allow one. 


i 
i 
H 
i 


i| tion between this appropriation and the one in the * 


J 
| Army, appropriation bill,to which the Senator from 
Pennsylvania has alluded... The State of Califor- 
ii nia claimed that all the revenue collected. there 
anterior to her admission into the Union, was:.col- 
lected without the authority of law, and that. the 
i civil fund, as it was called, which amounted ‘to 
$1,200,000, belonged to that State. Suits were-in- 
| stituted in regard to it, and recently a decision has 
‘| been made by the Supreme Court here, declaring 
that that fund belonged to the Federal Govern- 
; ment, that it was rightly and properly collected; 
and, therefore, the State of California has no 
1 longer any claim to it. Atthe last session of Con- 
i gress, the Senator from Pennsylvania, and several 
other Senators, said they were willing to vote an 
appropriation of $300,000 by way of outfit to the 
| State of California in lieu of all her claims upon 
that fund. The war debt which has been referred 
to, is a debt that has been contracted by the State 
of California since her admission into the Union, 
i; in consequence of the failure of the Federal Gov- 
; ernment to provide the necessary troops. to pro- 
i, tect her people. Itis well known that it is the 
practice of this Government, whenever it is found 
' within the limits of a State that there are a large 
number of Indians, without a sufficient force to 
| give protection to the people, to authorize the Gov- 
ernor of the State to call out the militia to defend 
the people, and the Federal Treasury is held liable 
for the expenses thus incurred. This hasalways 
been the practice of the Government. The war 
claim to which the Senator has referred is, there- 
fore, a debt contracted by the State of California 
since her admission into the Union, in calling out 
her own people to give protection to person and 
| property when the Federal troops could not. 
Thus the Senator will discover that there is no 
connection between the two cases. This appro- 
priation of $300,000 is for the civil expenses of the 
| State of California, anterior to her admission into 
the Union, upon the ground that if she had been 
i| a Territory, that sum would have been paid out of 
the Federal Treasury. The war debt is. for ex- 
penses incurred since herad mission into the Union, 
for defending her people when the Federal Gov- 
i: ernment could not do it. When the Army bill, 
containing that appropriation of $900,000, comes 
| before the Senate, there will be an obligation rest- 
ing upon the Senators from California to satisfy 
i! the Senate that it is a just and fair demand on the 
‘| Federal Treasury, and that the Federal Govern- 
| ment did not have a sufficient force there to give 
| protection to the citizens, because we will not ask 
' that the General Government shall pay two sets 
' of men to do the same work. You have a mili- 
tary force there; you are compelled to defray the 
expenses of that force; and you will be unwilling 
to pay the war debt of California until you are 
satisfied that it was necessary for California to call 
l! out her militia to supply that which the Federal 
| troops could not. Of these facts we shall satisfy 
i you. 
i 


Mr. BRODHEAD. There are one or two 
i! other facts which I think it proper to state in con- 
1, nection with these large items, and which oughtto 
| be considered deliberately. I do not wish the 
| Senators from California to infer, from anything I 
have said, that I have made up a judgment against 
l the claim for the war debt of California. 1 have 

not. But, sir, the Senator from California, who 

hes just taken his seat, informs us that this sum 
_ of $300,000 is for expenses of California while she 
¡| was in the condition of a quasì territorial govern- 
ment, upon the ground that the General Govern- 
i; ment has been in the habit of paying the expenses 
‘of all territorial governments. Now, let us see 
how the facts are. Have we not already paid 
‘| these expenses? Did we not allow them in the 
i settlement of General Riley’s accounts? 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I willstate all the facts, 
for I do not wish to misrepresentany facts. We 
allowed General Riley, as | understood in the 
settlement of his accounts, the amount which he 
' had disbursed for the payment of the expenses of 
‘the convention which assembled to forma con- 
stitution. That was one item, 

Mr. GWIN. That was before the State gov- 
ernment wes organized. Jt was during the ex- 
stence of the de facto government. 
©- Mr. WELLER. It was during the military 
i government of General Riley, but it was after. he 
' turned the government over to the State authori- 
ties that this debt wag incurred; and it amounts 
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“to-$437,000-——2 great. deal more than-is proposed 
to.be appropriated. i 
“Mr. BRODHEAD: LT-only. wish. to ‘come to 

«some understanding on this matter. Tam willing 
to pay California, and to pay her liberally; but let 
usisee what we have already paid. . In the settle- 
-ment of the accounts of General Riley, for the dis- 
bursement of the civil fund. which. he received, 
‘amounting to more than a million of dollars, we 
allowed him several hundred thousand dollars for 
the’expenses of the convention, which assembled 
to furm a constitution,and a number of other large 
items... We also directed a debt, incurred by 
Colonel Frémont, to be paid in London. Hewas 
sued'for it in London, and we paid the amount. 
Lbelieve that was $100,000. 

Mr. GWIN. ‘That was in regard to transac- 
tions during the Mexican war, in 1846. 

‘Mr. BRODHEAD. Well, I am endeavoring 
to get all the items together. Now, we have an- 
-other claim for beef. When was that furnished? 

Mr. WELLER. Jn 1851, to the Indian com- 
missioners. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. As I said, L am willing 
to pay liberally; but I desire to know whether we 
are to pay the California war debt of over 
$900,000, and -these $300,000 besides? Senators 
who are better acquainted with the subject than I 
am, will perhaps be able to enlighten me, but I 
confess I should like to have some further inform- 
ation before I vote on the amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. When the Army appropriation 
bill comes up before the Senate, the war debt 
will stand on its own merits, and can then be dis- 
cussed in order. ‘The only question now before 
the Senate is, whether the appropriation of $300,000 
which has been reported by the Committee on 
Finance, shall go into the bill. i can assure the 
Senator from Pennsylvania that, whenever the 
other item comes up, my colleagueand myself can 
give a full and satisfactory explanation of it, If 
we do not, of course it will be voted down. The 
war debt rests on such a foundation of justice 
that I am sure the Senator will not vote against it. 
I hope this amendment will be adopted, but I ask 
for the question upon it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bavaer in 
the chair.) The question is on reconsidering the 
vote by which the amendment was adopted. 

The motion was agreed to; and the question 
recurring upon the adoption of the amendment, 

Mr. CHASE. In view of the statement made 
by the Senator from Missouri, that this is to bea 
precedent, Í ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted——yeas 19, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Cass, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Foot, Gwin, Ious- 
ton, Mallory, Pearce, Pettit, Rusk, Shields, Start, Thom- 
son of New Jersey, Toucey, and Weller. —19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Benjamin, Bright, 
Brodhead, Brown, Batler, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, 
Dawson, Dixon, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, 
Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Rock- 


well, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, ‘Toombs, and 
Walker—27, 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is onan amendment moved by the Senator 
from Maine, from the Committee on Commerce, 
which was objected to at the time, and reserved. 
It ig to insert: 


For Jife-boats and other means of rendering services to 
shipwrecked mariners and others on the coast of the United 
States, to be expended by the Massachusetts Humane So- 
ciety, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
$10,000. g 


Mr. HAMLIN. Objection was made to this 
amendment, | understand, for the reason that it 
was connected with the Massachusetts Humane 
Society. Now, there have been annual appropri- 
ations for shipwrecked seamen ever since { have 
been in Congress. Such appropriations are wise 
expenditures. Vast sums of money are annually 
saved by them, and great numbers of lives are 
rescued from the perils of the sea. 
that to the principle of making such appropriations 
there can be no objection in the Senate. 

Sir, in 1848 an appropriation was made for this 
society in the same way as now proposed. The 
society is an aged one. It has now a fund from 
which it receives annually an interest of about 
$2,000; but that fund is inadequate to the purposes 
of rendering such reliefas the climate and coun- 
try require. Senators will recollect that it is in 
the higher latitudes of the Union, and all the se- 


I apprehend | 


| acts in conjunction with these associations, which | 


į which he shall expend this sum. J move to strike 
| ont the words ‘to be expended by the Massa- 


verities of a winter climate are there known. It 
is proposed to grant $10,000 to be expended by 
this. society under the direction-and supervision of 
the Secretary. of the Treasury. -F believe that 
the expenditure in this mode will be much more 
beneficial to effect the object, and much more eco- 
nomical, than if it were left without any direction 
as to the manner in which it should be expended. 
Similar sums in different years have been appro- 
priated to the Benevolent Life-Saving Association 
of New York, for the coasts of New Jersey and 
New York. Sometimes the appropriations have 
been expended by the Light-House Board, and 
sometimes in connection with these benevolent 
associations. [have no hesitation in declaring, 
myself, that where the Secretary of the Treasury 


depend entirely upon contributions, the expendi- 
tures are much more beneficial to the country than 
where left to the Secretary alone. That is my 
view, and I suppose it is the view of the commit- 
tee, 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe, sir, this is the first 
instance, certainly itis the first with which I am 
acquainted, in which the Government has under- 
taken to appropriate money, and use the agency 
of a private society for its disbursement. I do not 
doubt the usefulness of this society; I agree that 
its objects are benevolent and praiseworthy; but it 
seems to me that it will be a most dangerous sys- 
tem ‘to establish, to appropriate money to be put 
at the disposal of private societies. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Itisnotso It is to be ap- 


propriated under the direction of the Secretary of 


the Treasury entirely. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury cannot direct these privateassociations. They 
are not officers of the Government. Whatever į 
money is appropriated for this purpose ought to 
be entirely under the control of the Government 
and its officers, The kind of agency proposed in 
this amendment is one which is new, and which, | 
I believe, will turn out to be dangerous and mis- 
chievous. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Allow me to read from the 
memorial which has been sent to us from that 
society. Speaking of the various sums which | 
have been appropriated, they say: 

“The income of the society being quite inadequate for 
the support of their boats and huts, title could have been 
done but for appropriations made by the General Govern- 
ment and by the State. From the latter source $10,000 
have been received at various times since 1840; and from 
the former $5,000 were received in 1848, from an appropri- 
ation in the light-house bill of the previous year.” 

On looking at the proceedings of the Benevolent 
Life Saving Association of New York, I find that 
in 1851 they received from the General Govern- 
ment $8,467 50; on March 8, of that year, $9,585; 
and in 1852, $414. I find, therefore, that the 
Government has, on various occasion, availed 
itself of these societies to disburse appropriations 
like the present; and hence this does not set a 
new precedent. Iam told further that nearly all 
the moneys disbursed among the Indian tribes are 
disbursed precisely in the same way, through such 
associations, but under the proper head of the 
Department here. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no doubt that this 
appropriation is necessary and proper; but I do 
not see the propriety of connecting the Govern- 
ment with a humane society, or any other private | 
institution. 
authorized to expend $10,000 for the relief of ship- 
wrecked mariners on the coast, and finds a private 4 
society, organized for the purpose, and thinks 


that through that society he can disburse the |! 


money so as to promote the interest designed to 
be effected by the appropriation, undcubtedly 


he would be at liberty to use itin that way. 1 |) 


therefore propose to amend the amendment by 
striking out that portion of it which refers to the 
Massachusetts Humane Society. It will then be 
discretionary with the Secretary of the Treasury 
whether he will use that society as an instrument 
to expend the money, or whether he will seek 
some other instrumentality. I have no doubt, as 
I said before, about the necessity and propriety of 
the appropriation; but I desire to leave the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury unlimited as to the mode in 


chusetis Humane Society.” 
Mr. CLAYTON. I hope the Senator from 


i Mr. HAMLIN. 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


If the Secretary of the Treasury is i| 


| by the Senator from California. Ihave no doubt 
it will do a great deal of good to make this appro- 
priation, and 1 hope it will not-be defeated in con- 
sequence of any peculiar mode of expression in 
the amendment. Let the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury employ the Massachusetts Humane Society 
if hepleases; but leave these words out, in order 
that there may be no objection foreign to the real 
merits of the amendment. I am decidedly for 
the amendment of the gentleman from Maine, but 
I hope he will accede to the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from California. 

Mr. WELLER. My only object is to place 
the appropriation in such a position that the See- 
retary of the Treasury can use the Humane 
Society, or individuals, if he chooses, in the dis- 
bursement of the money. 1 have no doubt that, if 
he finds humane associations which are doing great 
| good, and giving relief to numbers of shipwrecked 
mariners, he will disburse the money through 
that source; but I desire to leave it to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; or, in other words, that we 
should have no connection, unnecessarily, with 
any private or local institution. 

Mr. CASS. There is one mode in which the 
object of the Senator can be obtained; that is to 
authorize the Secretary to expend the money, 
through this society, or otherwise, as he may 
think proper. We do the same thing in regard to 
the missionary societies for the Indians, and we 
have done it for many years. Let us put it in 
| such a form that the Secretary of the Treasury 
| may select this society, or use the money in any 
| other mode he thinks expedient. 

Mr. WELLER. 


I prefer my amendment, 

I wish to modify my amend- 
| ment by inserting after the words ‘‘ Massachu- 
| setts Humane Society,” the words “ or in such 
other way as the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
deem expedient. ”’ : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Chair 
will suggest to the Senator from Maine that he 
cannot modify the amendment, as it is offered by 
him as an amendment from the Committee on 
Commerce, and not in his individual capacity as 
a Senator. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then! desire to state to the 
| Senate that if they shall not see fit to adopt the 
amendment of the Senator from California to the 
amendment of the committee, I will propose an 
| additional amendment giving discretionary power 
to the Secretary. 

Mr. GWIN called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment; and they were 
! ordered. 

Mr. MALLORY. Is itin order now to move 
| to increase the amount of the appropriation ? 

It is not. 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish to ask the Senator 
i from Maine whether this amendment includes the 
i lake coast of the United States? 

Mr. HAMLIN. It does not. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The sum is altogether in- 
sufficient. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This motion 
does not affect the sum. An amendment can be 
afterwards moved to increase or diminish it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment, resulted—yeas 
28, nays 18; as follows: 

YAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atehison, Badger, Bay- 
ard, Beli, Brown, Butler, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, 
Dixon, Dodge of lowa, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Hunter, 
Johnson, Jones, of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Se- 
bastian, Slidell, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, 
| Chase, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gil- 
| lette, Hamlin, Houston, James, Rockwell, Shields, Stuart, 
| Sumner, and Walker—18. 

So the amendmentto the amendment was agreed 
i to; and the question recurred on Mr. Hamuin’s 
| amendment as amended. 
E 
t 
i 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to know precisely 
what is included in this amendment. It is an. 
appropriation of $10,000 for the relief'of_ ship- 
wrecked mariners on the coast of the United States. 


| the Pacific, or the lake coast, or whether it includes 
ithem all. if they be all embraced, of course the 
i amount is wholly insufficient to accomplish the 
object. I move, therefore, to strike out ‘ $10,000” 
and insert ‘* $20,000.’ 
Mr. HAMLIN. This appropriation follows 
another of $10,000 in. Jike words already in the 


Maine, will accept the suggestion made to him 


i bill. Esuppose the Senator is aware that life-boate 


y 


19 ig 


I think that does not obviate 


the difficulty, for 620,000 appropriated in the man- | 


ner indicated by the Senator from Maine will be 


wholly insufficient to afford the necessary relief to | 


the vast number of persons who are shipwrecked 
on the extensive coasts of the United States. 


There is an immense amount of commerce now on | 


. the Pacific, making it necessary, of course, to in- 
crease the amount which has heretofore been ap- 


propriated for this object in order to extend relief į 


to shipwrecked mariners on the Pacific coast. 1 
therefore persist in my motion to increase the 
amount. to $20,000. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I think if the Senator had 


examined the matter, he would, and 1 think he | 


will now, when I state all the facts in relation to 
it, withdraw his amendment. Ten thousand dol- 


lars are already appropriated by the bill for this | 


object. Sometimes we have appropriated $10,000, 
and sometimes $20,000 in the civil and diplomatic 
bill. But there are $20,000 more appropriated for 
a like object in the light-house bill of the present 
year, so that if this amendment shall be adopted, 
there will then be $40,000 for this purpose. 

Mr. WELLER. Then | withdraw my amend- 
ment, 

The amendment of the Committee on Com- 
merce, as amended, was agreed to. 

The next question was on the amendment of 


the Committee on Commerce heretofore reserved, |; 


toamend the clause making an appropriation “ for 
the relief and protection of American seamen in 
foreign countries,” by adding, after the word 
‘6 seamen,.’ the words ‘and seamen belonging to 
American vessels.’’ 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do not know that I have 
anything to state in regard to this amendment in 
addition to what I said tne other day when it was 
presented. itis known to Senators that the law 
now requires that our vessels shall be manned 
with acertain proportion of American seamen, and 
the others may be foreigners. l have a petition 
before me from the ladies of Honolulu, in the 
Sandwich Islands, in which they set forth the 
very great distress which our seamen suffer in 


those ports, in consequence of the existing law, | 


inasmuch as the existing law does not allow our 
consul there (nor does it allow any of our consuls 
atany foreign port) to make any provision what- 
ever for foreigners who aresailing under the Amer- 
ican flag. 

Now, sir, if we allow foreigners to sail under 
our flag, if we man our ships with them, | ask are 
they not entitled, in foreign ports where they are 
found in distress, to some of that protection which 
we bestow upon our own citizens in the same cir- 
cumstances? 


preserving it from the hazards of the ocean, and 


they are subjected to the same regulations in for- |: 


eign ports. They pay the same hospital money 
per month to the hospital fund that our own sea- 
men pay. 

Sir, we speak of our extended commerce; but 
with how much force and how much propriety 
may we speak of it, if we are unwilling to make 
any appropriation for the relief of those who sail 
our vessels, who happen to be foreigners, when 
they are found in foreign ports in distress? I hope 
the amendment will be adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next question was onthe amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Hamun, from the Committee on 
Commerce, on Saturday, and then objected to, to 
strike out “ for the salary of the consul at Beirout, 
$500,” and insert: 


That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby created a | 


consul-general with a salary of $2,000 per aunum from the 
Ist of July, 1853. The said consulate shall comprehend 
both Syria and Palestine, and $4,000 is hereby appropri- 
ated for the salary of the said consul. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I hold in my hand a letter | 
from the Secretary of State earnestly requesting |: 


this appropriation, and in it he alludes to the ex- 
isting state of affairs in that country, and the ab- 
solute necessity of having some comercial agent, 


Why, sir, they have the same in- ' 
terest in protecting the ship, in sailing it, and in | 


ive of this Government there. 


or some representat 
It is true there is very litte commercial business 
| at that place, but still it is highly important, in the 


i there. The present compensation of the consul 
| at that port is totally inadequate. The compensa- 
i tion now proposed was recommended by Mr. 
| Webster, while he was Secretary of State. The 
recormmendation wasrenewed by Mr. Everett when 
he was at the head of that Department; and it is 
again urged by the present Secretary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is next on the amendment of the Committee on 
Commerce to add the following additional section: 


i 
i 

i 

i 

| 

i 

{ 

Í 

| there should be some agent of our Government 
i 

i 

| 

i 

1 

t 

i 

| 

1 


El Paso, in the State of Texas, and the ‘lerritory of New 
Mexico, be, and they are hereby, made a collection district 
by the name of Paso de! Norte, and Frontera shall be the 
place or port of delivery tor said district; and a collector 
shall be appointed to reside thereat, with such otber officers 
: as shall be necessary, and the compensation of the collector 


shall be $2,000 per annam, including the fees of his office. 


i Mr. WELLER. 


i 
i 
i 
i 
I 
i 
i 
i 
i 


i Objection. Ihave since satisfied myself that the 
district should be established at this point; and, 
$ therefore, as a matter of course, I now interpose 
i no objection to the amendment. 

| The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an- 


| ator from Maine, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, on Saturday last, but which was then ob- 
lt will be read. 


p tom-house and post office, a building of brick, with fire- 
| proof floors, constructed of iron beams aud brick work, 
iron roof, shutters, silis, &c., twenty-five feet by thirty, and 
twenty-five feet in height trom the foundation, to cost not 
more than $10,000. 

At Belfast, Maine, for the accommodation of the custom- 
house and post office, a building of dike materials, forty-five 
feet by thirty-two, and thirty-two teet high, and to cost not 
l; more than 320,000, 

At Gloucester, M shusetts 5 Toledo, Ohio; Buring- 
ton, Vermont; and Sandusky, Ohio, for the accommoda- 
tion of the custom house and post office, a building of like 
materials, sixty feet by forty-five feet, and thirty-two feet 


| 
4 
f 


each building. 
ji custom-house, post office, and United States courts, a 


eight feet in height from tbe foundation, to cost not more 
: than $59,000. 
At New Haven, Connecticut; Newark, New Jersey; 
| Buffalo, New York ; Oswego, New York ; Wheeling, Vir 
ginia; Chicago, lilinvis; and Detroit, Miebigan, each for 
| the accommodation of the custom-houge, post office, Uni 
| ted States courts, and steamboat inspectors, a building of 
stone, of like floors, heams, roofs, shutters, &e., eighty- 
five feet by sixty feet, sixty feet in height trom the founda- 
tion, to cost not more than $88,000 for each building. ‘The 
building at Detroit to be erected upon a water lot belonging 
tothe United States. 


f 

i 
jil 
i 
jl 
{ 


tom- house, post office, and United States courts, a building 


five feet, by seventy feet, forty-eight feet 
foundation, with a portico on two sides, and to cost not 
more than $100,000. 

At Petersburg, Virginia, for the accommodation of the 
custom-fouse aud post office, a building uf stone, of like 
i floors, beams, roof, shutters, &c., sixty feet by forty-five 
| feet, thirty-two feet high from the fonndatien, to cost not 
: more than $62,000. 
| Sec. —. And be it further enacted, Ihat the several 
| 
1 


| sums mentioned in the preceding section of this act, as the 
cost of the buildings therein authorized to be constructed, 


: sation ofarchitects, superintendents, advertising, and other 


| are hereby, appropriated for the purpus 
j any moneyin the Treasury not otherw 


; used or applied for the purposes mentioned, until a valid 

title to the land for the site of such building, in each case 
: Shall be vested in the United Stat nd until the Sta 
shall also daly release and retinquis! 


: owner thereof, 


<Mr. HAMLIN. 
: mittee on Commerce to modify the amendment by 


j 
i 


_ adding to it the following additional sections: 


i of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
; rected to cagse to be constructed the following buildings : 


| unsettled state of that portion of the world, that | 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the county of | 


That amendment, I believe, į 
was laid over the other day in consequence of my | 


ii public interest clearly requires that a collection | 


| other amendment, which was offered by the Sen- | 


: from the foundation, and to cost not more iban $40,000 for | 
At Milwaukie, Wisconsin, for the accommodation of the | 


| building ofjike materials, sixty-feet hy forty-five feet, forty- | 


At Galveston, Texas, for the accommodation of the cus; | 


of brick, of like fivors, beams, roofs, shutters, &e., forty- | 
ugh irom the | 


together with teu per cent. thereon, to cover the compen- |: 


contingent expenses, and so much as may be required to i 
purchase suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same ` 
aforesaid, out of |- 
e appropriated: | 
Provided, That yo money hereby appropriated shali be | 


» the United States `: 
the rigiitto tax, Or in any way assess said site, or the prop- | 
ertyofthe United States that may be thereon, during the : 
‘lime that the said United States shall be or remain the | 


Í am directed by the Com-: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary |! 


| been completed, the Secretary of the Treasury shall. cause 
the old hospital at New Orleans to be sold, and the proceeds 
thereof to be placed in thë Treasury of the United States’; 
At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital , to. cost. not more 
| than $75,000; ue 
At Pensacola, 
than $20,000; 
At Burlington, in the State of Iowa, a marine Hospital, 
to cost not more than $5,000. i : 
Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That the’ several 
sums mentioned in the preceding section as the cost of the 
buildings therein authorized to be constructed, together 
with ten per cent. thereon, to cover the compensation of 
architects, superintendents, advertising, and other contin: 
gent expenses, and so much as may he required to purchase 
| suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same are hereby, 
: appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, oat of any money 
i in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; Provided, That 
J 


, Florida, a marine hospital, to cost not more 


i| no money hereby appropriated. shali be used or applied for 

the purposes mentioned, until a valid title to the land for 
: the site of such building, in each case, shall be vested inthe 
| United States, and until the State shall also duly release 
| and relinquish to the United States the right to tax, or in 
| any way assess said site, or the property of the United States 
| that may be thereon, during the time that the said United 
|: States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, it seems to 
me that these appropriations for custom-houses, 
and especially for new custom-houses, are becom 
|| ing so numerous, and the amounts so large, that 
|i they should be provided for in a separate bill. 
|; They ought to be appropriated, if at all, like thé 
; appropriations for rivers and harbors or forti- 
|| fications, in a separate and independent bill. It 


seems to me that, in relation to these new struc- 


| therefore, suggest now that it would be better if 
ij the Senate would adopt it as a rule to appropriate 
in these bills for nothing but buildings which have 
i been already commenced and purposes already 
|! sanctioned by law; and whenever new buildings 
i! are required to be put up, let them be proposed in 
| a separate bill. We may getalong in that way 
i; With some sort of order and consistency; but it is 
i| impossible that we can legislate in this manner 
with propriety and consistency. We know, sir, 
li that this bill had a hard time of it in the House 
of Representatives with the custom-houses which 
: are already upon it. What will it be when we 
send it back with all these appropriations em- 
| braced in it? I think it would be far better for 
the Committee on Commerce to present this prop~ 
osition-as a separate bill, and take the sense of 
the Senate upon it in that day. 

Mr. ADAMS. I desire to offeran amendment, 
| which, perhaps, should be offered before the 
i farther discussion of this subject. Itis to add, as 
& proviso, at the end of the custom-house appro- 
priations: 

Provided, That no money shaji be expended for a cus- 
|i tom-house, under the provisions ofthis act, at any place 
:; Where the customs do not equal the expenses of collec- 
: tion. 
>, Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, the best state- 
ii ment which [can make to the Senate, will be one 
which [ have in my hand, that has been prepared 
atthe Treasury Department. It states the case, 
perhaps, better, and in fewer words, than [could 
state it, {will not read all of the letter, but only 
that part which relates tothe expediency of erect- 
ing the buildings, and their cost. ‘Phe Secretary 
of the Treasury says: 

The cost of ground, where the Government does not own 
it, must be an addition to these estimates, and caunot be 
reduced to as much certainty; and there must be an addi- 
tion, say of ten per cent., to cover compensation of archi- 
` tect and superintendent, advertising, &e. There are now 
in the United States one huudred and twenty-nine ports of 
entry and ports of delivery, having the authority and duties 
of ports of entry. Of this number custom houses have heen 
constructed at twenty-five ports. Custom-honses are in 
progress at eleven ports, and custom-houses are about to be 
cominenced, under appropriations heretofore made, at four 
ports, leaving eighty-nine ports unprovided tor. Having 
carefully considered the question of authorizing,in dis- 
ii tricts not yet provided for, the erection of. permanent and 
ii substantial buildings for the usc of these public establish- 
; ments, iam clearly of opinion that such provision ought to 
‘be extended, for the following reasons: 

l. Por the better accommodation of the officers and the 


i 
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better performance.and dispatch. of {he-duties,and for the 
security aud preservation of the records and.archives. 

‘QO. For the saving of the rents, otherwise to be paid, 
which; as the Treasury can spare the outlay, should be its 
policy even more ewiphatically than an-individual similarly 

: eircumstanced,'as its interesis are more enduring than those 
of the latter.” 

8. From regard to that rule of equity towards the various | 
portions and districts of the country which is a necessary | 
principle-of just government. A 

For thése reasons I am`of opinion that the Government 
should proceed, whilst its means continue to be abundant, 
to’supply ‘suitable buildings for the accommodation of the 
public business at the ports not yet provided for, selecting 
the points at.which they ‘appear to be. most needed, and 
providing annually for as many as can, for the time, be 
eonveniently construéted j and in expressing this opinion, 
] see no reason to except, from eventual provision, ports 
at which butiittle revenue is collected, and where a mainly 
preventive force is maintained. The revenue collected 
may, to some extent, regulate the size of the building to 
be provided, but to leave such points without revenue offi- 
cers, requiring such accommodation, would be to invite 
illicit imports to such points, to the prejudice of the reve- ; 
nues at jarge. Í 

“These are the Views of the Treasury Depart- | 
ment, in which I say, L think, that the committee | 
may. entirely concur. All these appropriations | 
Sios less than one half, perhaps not one fourth, 
of what may have been appropriated in one of | 
your large cities for a custom-house. Still, if the | 
appropriations shall be made, they will furnish, 
at some fifteen or twenty points, ample buildings | 
which will be safe for the public archives, and | 
afford all the facilities required in these respective 
locations. . It-seems to me that it isa wise econ- | 
omy to adopt that system at this time. | 

Mr. DAWSON, What public archives are 
there in these places to be saved? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Why, sir, all the original 
certificates which issue from the custom-house 
offices—all the papers that relate to the ownership 
of vessels—the registers, the enrollments, the | 
licenses, the bills of sale, the records of the office, | 
and the quarterly returns that are made to the} 
Secretary of the Treasury. | 

Mr. DAWSON, My only object was to as- | 
certain whether any revenue would be collected i 
at some of these points, and to what extent? ‘Take 
Toledo, for instance. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have not the table by me | 
to state what amount is collected at Toledo; but į 
if Lam right in my recollection, about $70,000 are | 
received there annually. 

Mr. CASS. Between $70,000 and $80,000. 

Mr. FLAMLIN. But let me say to the Sena- 
tor from Georgia, that the amount of revenue col- 
lected at a port is not by any means a certain and 
true indication of the necessity of public buildings 
there, as the Secretary of the Treasury has well 
said in his letter. Sir, I can show the Senator a 
district which bas one hundred thousand tons of 
tonnage, and yet pays but very littlerevenue; but | 
there ure there all the papers relating to that ton- 
nage, all the enrollments, all the licenses, all the 
bills of sale, and all the records which should be į 

reserved and protected at least, Consequently, | 
in districts where there is little or no revenue col- 
lected, but where they are actually necessary for 
a large tonnage, and are also necessary for the 
purpose of protecting the revenue, you must keep 
up a protective force, because a protective force is 
as necessary to enforce the revenue laws, as is a 
force to coliect the revenue. At these places, the 
Secretary has well said that buildings of a less | 


size, and at a less cost, will be required. The 
scale which he has adopted is one going down to 
$10,000, and ranging up to millions in your large 
cities, although $100,000 is the highest amount 
appropriated for here, that being the appropriation 
for a custom-house, with other offices in it at Gal- | 
yeston, in Texas. | 
The amendment also provides that the sums | 
therein specified shall be in full for all these build- | 
ings, with the single exception of an additional | 
appropriation hereafter to purchase sites. That, 
cannot be known with certainty and accuracy; but | 
the cost of each building, varying from $10,000 
up to a $1,000,000, can be ascertained, and is as- 
_ certained by the Secretary, who has furnished us | 
his estimates for every building he has recom- | 
mended. Allow me to say, as Ì do not desire to 
repeat it, that what he says of the custom-hauses | 
applies also to the marine hospitals, All the ma- 
rine hospitals provided for in the amendment are 
estimated for, and the limitations and restrictions 
contained in the amendment are, that they shal! 


in no case cost a single dollar beyond the amount 
appropriated. l 


Lthink; sir; that for these reasons. this amend- 
ment-may well be adopted. 1 will further say, 
that the custom-house buildings, which must be in 
towns, are also to contain accommodations for the 
post offices; and if the United States courts sit in 
that place, then we provide that they shall con- 
tain rooms for those courts. If there bea board of 
steamboat inspectors, or any other board of officers 
for whom buildings are hired by the United States, 
they are to be provided for in these buildings. 

I have but a few words to say in reply to the 
suggestion of the Senator from Virginia, that 
these appropriations might and should be made in 
a separate bill. It may be so, sir; bat I think 
that Senator has himself offered amendments from 


the Committee on Finance which do not legiti- || 


mately and appropriately belong to this appro- | 
priation bill, Still, as one member of the Senate, | 
always anxious to accommodate that committee, 
whose duties I know are very laborious, I have 
voted, without an exception, to sustain their re- 
port. When i told that Senator that the Commit- 
tee on Commerce have labored as industriously, if 
not intelligently, to consummate objects which are 
beneficial to the commerce of the country, I hoped 
he would not have interposed an objection here, 
particularly when the Senator knew the solicitude 
of some of his own colleagues for appropriations 
for the State of Virginia, which are contained in 


| this amendment; although | suppose, of course, 


that that would not have any effect upon the Sena- | 
tor’s mind, as it ought notto have. Now, sir, this į 


amendment is as germane, as proper, as perti- | 


nent, as the amendment for bringing water into the 
city of Washington. My friend suggested that j 
the adoption of this amendment would endanger 
bill in the House. Why, sir, what is the his- 
ry of the matter? The [louse have incorpor- | 
ated into the bill every amendment for custom- 
houses, some new and some old, which were asked 
to be appropriated for. Did they do that for the 
water- works? 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I think this bill contains no | 


appropriations for new custom-houses. p 


Mr. HAMLIN. I repeat, that I think I am | 


justified in saying, that in every instance the 
J ying 


House incorporated amendments for every cus- | 


tom-house for which they were asked to make an j! 


priation. | 


. HUNTER. J think there is no appropri- | 


ap pro 
r 


ation for a new custom-house in the bill, and there |! ment, dependent on the population or the revenue 


1 9 1. || collected at the different points. I admit that I do 
ĮI think there is an appropri- |j 


will be none in it, unless the Senator gets them in. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 

ation in the bill for the purchase of a site for a į 

custom-house at Providence, Rhode tsland. 


Mr. HUNTER. ‘That is a continuation of a |; 


former appropriation for that purpose. ; 
Mr. FLAMLIN. Ido not understand that itis 
a continuation of a former appropriation, but I | 


learn that itis an absolute appropriation for the |; 
purchase of asite there; and the Senate have, very | 


wisely, i think, added a proviso, giving to the 

Secretary of the Treasury the power to make a 

contract for the erection of a building on that site. 

There is also an appropriation for the purchase of 

asite in San Francisco; but I know appropria- 

tions have been made for a custom-house at that 
lace. 

Mr.HUNTER. The Senator knows—no man 
knows better—that we frequently begin by appro- 
priating a certain sum, and we limit the expendi- | 
ture to that sum; bat it is afterwards found that 
the site costs more than was expected, and a sub- 
sequent appropriation is made; so that it is actu- 
ally a continuation, though it may not appear to 
be so on the face of the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Well, Mr. President, it is 
hardly worth while, I think, to detain the Sen- 
ate at length upon what l believe is not a well 
founded objection. Every appropriation for every 
public work must have an existence somewhere. 
Now,I appeal to the Senate if the public works 
provided for in this amendment are not as legiti- | 
mate and as germane to this bill as appropria- | 
tions that have been recommended by the com- 
mittee who had the bill specially in charge? 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from Maine has said 
everything that I could have wanted to say on the 
subject, and has said it better than I could; but T 
wish to say to him that 1 hold in my hand a list 
of these appropriations, which I requested one of 
the clerks to copy from the statute-book; and in 
that list I find but three cases for which special 


appropriations have been made for these objecis. 


Every one of the others has-been. commenced and 


continued by appropriations in appropriation bills, 

Mr. HAMLIN. I was abo E say, that T. 
knew that for most of the works of this character 
which have been commenced, the appropriations 
were made originally in the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. CASS. All but the first three. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think, then, it is now too 
late to raise such an objection.to the bill. 

Mr. MASON. As this debate is to go on, I 
most ask the Senate to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill, with a view of going into 
Executive session. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us take the vote on this 
amendment, i 

Mr. MASON. Ihave no objection to taking 
a vote; but it is very important that we should 
have a short Executive session, and the hour is 
getting late. $ 

Mr. BELL. I should like to know from the 
honorable Senator from Maine what principle the 
committee adopted in limiting the number of ports 
of entry and delivery at which it is proposed to 


| authorize the building of custom-houses and post 


offices at this time? Is it according to any rule of 
population, or is it regulated by the amount of 
revenue collected? What is the limitation? [I 
observe that in the amendment provision is made: 
for custom-houses, post offices, and United States 
court rooms, in a number of places, but I do not 
see any decided distinction between many of them 
and other places for which no provision is made. 


i There are also some provisions in the amendment. 


for the construction of marine hospitals. Whatis 
the limitation in regardto them? I inquire forthe 
purpose of obtaining information to control my 
own course insome degree. Ican readily see that 
it may be an object of public interest and import- 
ance, and that it may be true economy for the 


| Government to go on, as rapidly as we have the 


reeans, and may find it to be convenient, to afford 
these custom-house accommodations to all our 
ports of entry and delivery, and post offices for 
our large cities; but I should like to know how 
soon certain other cities in the Union, unprovided 
for in this amendment, may expect to be dealt with 
in a similar manner? 

But my object in rising was to ascertain whether 
any rulehad been adopted in preparing this amend- 


not make this inquiry disinterestedly, either as to 
the custom-houses or to the marine hospitals. 
There are in the State of Tennessee two places 
very much exposed, and where it would be avery 
great convenience, not only to the people of those 


i places, but to the public in general, if we could 


have marine hospitals there. Conveniences for 
custom-houses would also be useful and advanta- 
geous there. The city of Memphis, on the Missis- 
sippi river, is one of the points most exposed to 
the diseases which annually affect passengers, 


| particularly emigrants, on the Mississippi river. 


The town of Nashville is exposed in the same 
way. Sometimes yellow fever reaches us, and 


i frequently the cholera comes up by the navigation 


from New Orleans. Neither of these places is a 
large city. Memphis is a growing city, and will 
be a large place in a few years. It is now a very 
considerable city, Nashville isalso growing rap: 


i idly; but, perhaps, not so rapidly as Memphis. 
They are both ports of delivery. 


Mr. HAMLIN. ifthe Senator will allow me, 
to interrupt him, I will give him an answer to his 
question. He must see ata glance that it would 
not be practicable to commence marine hospitals 
at every point all over the country, where they 
may, perhaps, be now necessary, or where they 
may hereafter be necessary; nor would it be proper 
to commence custom-houses at every collecuon 
district, all at one time. 

Mr. BELL. 1 inquired what was the limita- 
tion. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
I will answer him. 

Mr. BELL. I agree to what the Senator has 
stated. : 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have read from the letter of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in which he recom- 
mends distinctly the erection of a custom-house 
at every port of entry, and at every port of deliv- 
ery, and suggests that those should be-firat built 


If the Senator willallow me, 
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which are most important; and so of marine hos- 
pitals precisely. 

Now,a word in relation to Memphis. There 
were some papers before the Committee on Com- 
merce in relation to the construction of a marine 
hospital at Memphis. At the earnest solicitation 
of the Senator’s colleague, (Mr. Jonzs, of Ten- 
nessee,| I went myself to the Treasury Depar 
“ment for the purpose of conferring with them in 
order to induce them to recommend Memphis as 
a point at which a marine hospital should be now 
built; but I was told that they had entered into 
an arrangement with the local authorities of that 
place by which provision could be made better for 


the sick, and cheaper for the Government, at pres- ! 
ent, and, therefore, they did not recommend that ; 
as a place where a marine hospital should be built ; 


at this time. At the solicitation of the Senator’s 
colleague, I held an interview with the Secretary 
of the Treasury on that very point. As to Nash- 
ville, 1 will only say, that we bad no papers be- 
fore us, and we had no application asking for any 
appropriation at that place. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I agree with the Senator from 
Virginia, that we ought to takap 

n 


itself. It isa large subject, a the reply made 


by the Senator from Maine is not sausfactory. | 


If, Mr. President, we are to justify any amount 
of appropriations, or expenditures, upon the 


ground that you have done such things before, ; 


there is no abuse for which you cannot find an 


excuse somewhere in the legislation of this Gov- | 


ernment. But here is a question which confess- 


edly, according to the letter of the Secretary of | 


the Treasury, and the chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Commerce, looks to a wide spread, in- | 
calculable, and, as I believe, unnecessary expend- | 
it has been the cus- ; 
tom to establish custom-houses at the points where | 
At most of these ports | 
of entry and delivery, the business can be donein : 


iture of the public money. 
the revenue is collected. 


a house ten feet by twelve. Every book, every 


thing connected with the business, can be kept in | 


a house for which we would have to pay only 
$500, and 


tom-houses there will he provision made fora post 
ofice. You are already putting three or four mil- 


lions upon the producing classes of this country |; 
for the benefit of commerce; and I trust the time į 


will soon come in which there will not bea post 
office on the North American continent owned by 
the United States. It ought not to be so; for so 
long as you do take charge of it, you not only 


carry the great body of the comimercial corres- | 


pondence of the country for nothing, but you put 
the cost of it upon the industrious classes of the 
United States. 

One argument for the erection of these custom- 
houses is the want of a place to keep the records. 


Sir, half the records grow out of an antiquated i 
and absurd and restrictive system, which 1 trust | 
will not live in the country two years longer—that : 


is your navigation laws and registers. They 
ought to be abolished. It is in accordance with 
the principles of a large body of gentlemen on this 
floor; and I intend to bring the subject to the at- 


tention of the Senate, ata very early day, to cut: 


off this artificial and restrictive system, which 


makes these records necessary. Your wrong sys- : 


tem makes it necessary to build houses to keep 


records which are worse than useless, and have no - 


other tendency than to injure a great portion of 
the people of this country. 
should do it. 


The Senator from Maine has also proposed to | 


amend a provision in the Lill for the relief of 
American seamen in foreign countries, by pro- 
posing that all seamen sailing in American-built 
vessels shall be included, the use of which I do 
not see. If this amendment be adopted, and you 
enter into this system of protection to ali who sail 
under our flag, the difficulty will be this: An Eng- 
lishman or Datchinan, who has sailed in our 


is 
iS 


ships, will ship in New York for Liverpool or a ; 
German port, and he will be carried there, and | 
when you get him there you cannot bring him: 
back; he will be in his own land, among his | 
friends, and will have no reason to return; but if 


you find an American starving upon a foreign 
shore, you can send him here, I think it wili be 
found better to take care of these latter, who are 
our own sailors, for we have not a similar power 
over foreign ones. 


this subject by 


yet the Government is to commence | 
building. But we are told now that in these cus- | 


I do not see why we : 


| 
j 


ii 
j 
i 


when it is unnecessary, because four fifths of the 
revenue is collected in’ New York, and when, ac- 
cording to the laws of centralization, and from 
absolute, necessary, and uncontrollable causes, it 
will continue to increase as long as the Union 
lusts, custom-houses in ports at which little or 
no revenue is collected may bespeedily abolished. 
One half of the custom-houses in the West are 
wholly unnecessary. They are obtained through 
loca! influence, and not on account of any public 
interest. Our revenues ought to be collected at 
the mouth of the Mississippi, instead of at the 
little houses along the Mississippi and its tributa- 
ries. They are not necessary to collect the Gov- 
ernment revenues; there should not be one of 
them. We ought not, from a sense of economy 
and of justice to the people, enter into them; and 
I hope that, perhaps in ten years, weshall not have 
acustom house of this kind. There ought not to 
be any now. The people should hold Congress 
responsible for this expenditure; for they never 
will be curtailed until they do. 
_ ‘Therefore, L say, this is a large question, involv- 
ing, directly and indirectly, very greatissues, anda 
vast expenditure of thepublicmoney. We ought 
to take itup, and consider it deliberately in the 
Senate, and not tack it on a money appropriation 
bill. Many questions are involved in it; there- 
fore, even those who are in favor of it ought to 
bring it before us in such a manner that it might 
be deliberately discussed and considered. 

Mr. MALLORY. What is the question before 
the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


| 
i 
| 
j 
| 
i 


It is on the 


to the amendment moved by the Senator from 
Maine, the following: 

Provided, That no money shall be expended for custom- 
houses, under the provisions of this act, in places where 
the customs do not equal the expenses of collection. 


Mr. MALLORY. I trust that will not be 
agreed to. My friend from Mississippi will see 
that it ought not to be adopted. {tis based upon 
the assumption 

Mr. MASON. This amendment is evidently 
to lead to a protracted debate, and I hope the Sen- 
_ ator, therefore, will give way and permit me to 
; move the postponement of the bill, in order that 
we may have an Executive session. 

Mr. MALLORY. [shall occupy the floor but 


| a few minutes, and | desire to proceed now while 


‘ to the Senator from Mississippi, that the provision 
which he offers ought not to prevail, because it is 
based upon the assumption that the only use of a 
custom-house is for the collection of the revenue; 
whereas, one of the most important uses, and one 
of the strongest arguments for the erection and 
establishment of them, is their use in preventing 
‘an infraction of the revenue laws, and in carrying 
ii out the Jegislation of the country upon the rev- 
enue, apart and separate from the collection of the 
: revenue. Why, sir, the entire coasting trade of 
| the United States makes up the larger part of the 
duties of customs officers. There are many of 
1 the most important custom-houses at which but a 


business of the coasting trade. 

in relation to the cost of the buildings, I would 
remind the Senate that, some years ago, when the 
Treasury Department in Washington was con- 
sumed by fire, all the Treasury circulars which 


the great commercial act establishing the collection 
of the revenue in this country, and which had ac- 
cumulated in our custom-houses, and in the Treas- 
ury Department, and which constituted the law of 


j 
j 
i 


| Treasury upon the questions of revenue, were 
burnt; and had it not been for the fact that the 
Secretary was enabled to obtain copies of them 


utmost confusion would bave prevailed in the laws 
regulating the collection of the revenue, Hence it 
ij is necessary in the erection of custom-houses to 
|| provide buildings to secure their records. 
il In relation to those records, the Senator from 


i Georgia seems to scout the idea of having any of 


amendmentof the Senator from Mississippi, to add” 


! the matter is fresh. 1 say thatit must be manifest |) 


smali portion of the revenue is collected, because | 
their entire duties he in the transaction of the į 


had been written from 1794, or from the origin of | 


the land on that subject, being the adjudications | 
| of the Attorney General and the Secretary of the | 


from the custom-houses of the United States |; 
which had not been similarly consumed, the | 


He seems: to favor the doing away” 
| with themvall. Would he abolish’all:. these gis- 
itinctions between foreign and American-vessels? 
| Would he abolish all evidence of nationality in 
; our commerce? . Would he abolish.all. the means 
| of ascertaining upon the high seas whether aves- 
| sel be American or foreign è If he isnot in favor 
‘of this abolition, how can you provide for the 
| discrimination, but by a register of enrollment; a 
i license, or some other official record ? One’ is 
| keptat the Department here. The vessel takes 
ione; one is kept here in the office at which the 
| I think that this is one, of the 
most important of the duties of the custom-house. 
Independent of that, itis necessary for the pro- 
i tection of seamen. Our seamen obtain a. pro~ 
| tection with very little trouble, indeed, in our 
| custom-houses; and let me say that one half or 
‘three fourths of the seamen of the merchant ma- 
: rine are foreigners, men who were never natural- 
ized, and were not born in the country. A record 
of their naturalization, or custom-house naturali+ 
zation, is their protection, and that is kept in the 
custom-houses of the country. But, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I shall not detain the Senate further. : 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to say a few words 
in reply to the suggestions: of the Senator from 
| Georgia. I think he labors under very serious 
misapprehensions. In the first place, I have: no 

idea that we shall see our revenue system abol- 
ished within tgn or twenty years, or within. hia 
lifetime or mine. But conceding that we should 
see it entirely abandoned, and all our navigation 
| laws repealed; conceding that we should see our 
i whole system of revenue laws blotted out of 
existence, and foreign vessels admitted here to 
register upon precisely the same conditions that 
American vessels are now registered; admitting 
| that we shall hereafter draw no distinction between 
American tonnage and foreign tonnage—admit it 
in its broadest scope, and then I ask the Senator 
from Georgia what solitary paper for the protec- 
tion and safety of the revenue that is now. issued 
could be dispensed with? Not one, You: must 
have the name of the owner of the vessel, so that 
ou may know to whom the penalties attach. 
: You must have bills of lading, in order to know 
to whom the cargo belongs. You must have the 
| vessel properly cleared; you must have, Í again 
assert, every paper, every record for the protec- 
|i tion of the revenue laws which you now have, if 
| you admit foreign vessels on precisely the same 
rround as American vessels; and therefore the 
reasons which the Senator from Georgia has stated, 
to show that there is no necessity for these build- 
‘ings, I think are wrong. The Senator is erro- 
neous in his position. 

‘The Senator took another ground, and that was, 
that poris of delivery are not necessary along the 
valiey of the Mississippi. Sir, the Senator had 
not considered that well; lam sure he had not. 
Let me ask the Senator from Virginia if he be- 
lieves that the people of Wheeling could be made 
to travel all the way to New Orleans for the pur- 
pose of paying their duties, and taking the secu- 
rity with them? Mostassuredly not. But perhaps 
the Senator would say that he would allow goods 
to be imported directly into Wheeling aod all in- 
terior ports, and to traverse two thousand miles 
inland. If he would, let me ask him what secu- 
rity there would be for the revenues of the coun- 
7? Your laws require a vessel to enter at the 
i; first port that it reaches when it comes from a 
| foreign country—and why? For the purpose of 
!i protecting the revenue. Tf you will allow a vessel 
to run down the Atlantic coast two thousand 
miles, without compelling her to enter a single 
‘port when she comes from a foreign country, 1 
ask what would prevent her from discharging her 
whole cargo of goods, and thus keeping up a pub- 
lic illicit trade, without contributing one dollar to 
the revenue? It is obvious to every mind the 
revenue system of the Government is built on that 
necessity; and, consequently, you must compel a 
i vessel to enter a port that is at the mouth of a 
ii river, or at the first port which she reaches. After 
: she has entered and delivered her manifest, and 
i been inspected, then, without breaking bulk, she 
may go direct to another port inland, where her 
cargo must conform with the manifest, thus pre- 
i Venting any opportumty of entering into an illicit 
i trade, which would be as broad as the land, if they 
i could run down all the coast, or two thousand 
i miles up a river, without entering into a port, 1 


i record is issued. 
H 
i 
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yp try? 
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_THE CONGRES 


-mg 


* shinle the objections taken by the honorabl 


i e Sen- 
‘ator are without foundation. ‘ ; : | 
“Me MASON. Pmove that the further consid- 
ération of the bill be postponed until to-morrow, 
‘in ofder to proceed to the consideration of Exec- 

utive business. eae : 
~The motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM. THE HOUSE. 


» While- the ‘civil and. diplomatic appropriation 
bill was under discussion, a further message was | 
received from the. House of Representatives, by | 
Mr. McKzan, Chief Clerk, announcing that they ; 
had passed the following bills and joint resolu- | 
tions, in which they asked the concurrence of the | 
‘Senate: 
A- bill for the relief of W.D. Porter, of the 
United States Navy. } 
A bill for the relief of Daniel Bedinger’s heirs. | 
A: bill for the relief of Brigadier General John | 
E. Wool. i 
A bill for the relief of J. C. Buckles, of Louis | 
ville, Kentucky. } 
A bill for the relief of James S. Graham and | 
Walter H. Finnall. i 
VA billfor the relief of Lieutenant George H. ; 
Paige, of the United States Army. i 
A joint resolution for the relief of Brevet Cap 
tain J. H. Lendrum, United States Army. 
A bill to provide a pension for Oliver Brown, of | 
Chemung county, New York. 
A bill to provide a pension for Edmund Mitch- | 
ell, of Carroll county, in the State of Kentucky. | 
A bill for the relief of James Butler. | 
A bill for the relief of John H. Hicks, of in- 
diana. | 
A bill for the relief of John Brown, second, of | 
New Hampshire. 
A bill for the relief of Mrs. Anna W. Angus, | 
widow of the late Captain Angus, United States | 
Navy. 
A bill for the relief of Betsey Nash. 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Ellis. 
A bill for the relief of Charlotte S. Westcott. 
A joint resolution for the settlement of the claim | 
of Don Juan Jesus Vigil, of New Mexico. 
A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin Smith. i 
A bill for the relief of George Mattingly. | 
A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Reddick, į 
administrator of Richard Taylor, deceased. | 
A bill for the relief of John McVea and John 
F. MecKneely, of Louisiana. 
A bill for the relief of William Curran. 
A bill for the relief of Enoch S. More. l 
A bill for the relief of Patrick Gass. 
A bill for the relief of Rosalie Caxillo. i 
A bill for the relief of A. S. Laughery. | 
A bill for the relief of William i McElhiny, | 
E. P. Mathews, and Lawrence Cribben. i 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Bronauglt. i 


A bill for the relief of Anna E. Cook. i k y i 
i | Washington railroad into the District of Colum- 


A bill for the relief of Abraham Ausman. 

A bill for the relief of Titian R. Peale, i 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Humphrey and | 
the heirs of Alexander Humphrey, deceased. | 

A bill for the relief of Robert E. McGuire and | 
Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Lamy. 

A bill for the relief of Charles H. Wilgus. i 

A bill for the relief of William A. Duer, John : 
Duer, and Beverly Robinson, trustees of the estate | 
of Sarah Alexander, widow of Major General : 
William Alexander, commonly known as Lord | 
Stirling. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 
of John Rice Jones. 

A hill for the relief of William Hawkins. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lieutenant Francis Ware. 

A bill for the relief of Tames Capen. | 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby | 


Jones, surety for a former postmaster at Norfolk, !! 


Virginia. 


State of Tennessee. 

Á bill for the relief of Jacob McLellan. 

A bill forthe relief of Charles J. Davis, ad- 
ministrator of Captain John Davis, an officer in 
the war of the Revolution. 

A bill for the relief of William H., Weirick. 

A bill for the relief of Rebecca Baggerly, widow | 
of David Baggerly, deceased, 

A bill for the relief of the civil township of 
Marion, in the county of Mercer, Ohio. l 

A: bill for the relief of the inhabitants of town- | 


i 
i 


| Missouris -o= 


ship forty-five, range one, in. Warren county, 
~ Abil for therelief of the Pine Grove Academy, 
in Louisiana. 

A. bill for- the relief of Captain Lewis E. 
Simonds. ; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Morse, of Essex, 
county of Chittenden, State of Vermont. 
Be bill for the relief of fra Call, of Huron county, 

io. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac M. Sigler, of Put- 
nam county, Indiana. a 

A bill for the relief of John Frazer and the ad- 
ministrator of the estate of John G. Clendenin, 
deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Mary H. Cushing. . 

A bill vesting the title of the United States to 
certain land in the city of Cincinnati. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Everard Meade. 

Also, that they had passed a bill from the Senate 
to incorporate the proprietors of the Glenwood 


| Cemetery. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had passed an act making appro- 
priations for fortifications, and other works of de- 
fense, and for repairs of barracks and quarters, for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, in which 
they requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 

The message also announced that the House had 
agreed to the amendments of the Senate to the bill 
making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions of the Unite 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855. 

GLENWOOD CEMETERY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Senator from Virginia submits his motion to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business, 
the Chair will suggest that there are certain bills 
which have been returned from the House with 
amendments, and which might now be acted upon. 


the amendment of the House to the bill of the 


Cemetery. 
The amendment was to add the following: 


stockholders in said company shall be held liable in his or 
her individual capacity for all the debts and Jiabilities of 
said company, however contracted or incurred, to be re- 
covered by suit as other debts or Jiabilities before the court 
or tribunal having jurisdiction of the case. 
On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was concurred 
in. 
WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 
‘The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill of the Senate ‘* au- 
thorizing the extension of the Alexandria and 


| bia.” 
The first amendment was to insert in the first 
| section authorizing the extension of the road 


and Georgetown as the corporate authorities may 
| approve, the words ‘‘except the Pennsylvania 
i 

avenue.” 


the following: 


and Obio Railroad Company be, and itis hereby, authorized 
to constructand extend the Washington branch of said 
road according to such route as may be most convenient 
ilrough the said District, to some point on the Potomac 
river, opposite to, and near the city of Alexandria, iv Vir- 
ginia, for the purpose of forming a connection with said 


4 river, and the lines of railroad running south, subject to the 


provisions of its present charter ; and the said company are 
hereby authorized to locate, construct, and operate the 
i 2 i 


over the eastern branch of the Potomac river, at some point 
! above the navy-yard: Provided, however, That the same 


i| shall not obstruct the navigation thereof, and said company 


| shall have power to locate and establish a depot, and erect 
| the necessary buildings thereon, and also to erect such 
| wharves and piers iuto said river as may be necessary : 


| Provided, The same shall not obstruct the navigation 


| thereof: Provided, further, That the said Baltimore and 


4 Ohio Railroad Company be subject to the same conditions 


and restrictions in extending their road through any part of 
the city of Washington as are preseribed for the Alexandria 
and Washington Railroad Company. 

The title was also amended, so as to read: 

An act authorizing the extension of the Alex- 


States for the | 


Before the l 


The Senate accordingly proceeded to consider | 


Senate to incorporate the proprietors of Glenwood | 


Src. 13. And be it further enacted, That each of the j 


| through such streets or avenues of Washington | 


The next was to add, as an additional section, | 


said extensions hereby authorized through such parts of: 
the city of Washington or public reservations as the cor- | 
porate authorities thereof, or the President of the United | 
Loa Dg ; : . ‘| States, may consentto ; and also to build a bridge or bridges 
A bill for the relief of James Wright, jr., of the || 


Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the Baltimore i 


somewhat lengthy. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
ia. n 

The motion was agreed to. oa : 

Mr, PRATT subsequently said: I suggest to* 
the Senator from Wisconsin that there is noine- 
cessity for the reference of the bill. Let it lie on 
the table, and be called up at some other time.. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If such is the 
understanding of the Senate, the order for its ref- 
erence willbe withdrawn, and the bill will lie upon 
the table. 

WILLIAM SENNA FACTOR. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill of the Senate for 
the relief of William Senna Factor. 

The firstamendment was to strike out “ $3,707" 
as the amount to be appropriated by the bill, and 
insert ‘*$2,000,”’ and to add the following: 


Provided, That sgid sum shall be received in full of all 
claims on account tne property herein mentioned. 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, the amend- 
ments were concurred in. ' 


JOSEPH WATSON. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House to the bill of the Senate for 
the relief of the representatives of Joseph Watson, 
deceased. 

The amendment was to strike out the words 
t Indian agent,” and insert ‘¢ secretary of the In- 
dian department and store-keeper,’’ denoting the 
position held by Mr. Watson while in the dis- 
charge of his duties. 

Mr. WALKER. [ would inquire if there is 
any such officer as ‘ superintendent of the Indian 
department.” 

Mr. ADAMS. 

Mr. WALKER. 
law at that time? 

Mr. ADAMS. Yes, sir. 1 move that the Sen- 
ate concur in the amendment, 

The motion was agreed to. 

A. C. W. FANNING. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House to the bill of the Senate for the 
relief of the executrix of the late Brevet-Colonel 
A.C. W. Fanning, of the United States Army. 
The amendment. was to strike out ‘* $7,230,” and 
insert ‘ $5,980,” as the amount to be appropri- 
ated; and to strike out the words “as commis- 
sions for disbursements made by him in 1827 and 
1828, at the United States arsenal in Augusta, 
Georgia.” 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the amendment 
was concurred in, 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE REPORT. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 
Senate a letter of the Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institute, transmitting the annual report of the 
Board of Regents. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. RUSK. l move that ten thousand addi- 
tional copies be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 
goes to the Committee on Printing. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
re-opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


There was at that time. 
Then it is to conform to the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, July 25, 1854. 

The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m, Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER appointed the following gen- 
tlemen as members of the committee to inquire 
into any alterations or mutilations which may 
have been made in bills of the House after their 
passage: 

Mr. Wasusurne, of Illineis; Mr. Brecxin- 
RIDGE, of Kentucky; Mr. CAMPBELL; of Ohio; 
Mr. Barry, of Mississippi; and Mr. Davis, of 
Indiana. $ i : 


RESOLUTI 


Mr. PRATT, by unanimous consent, submit- 
ted the following resolutions from the Legislature 
of the State of Connecticut; which were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed: 


Whereas, in obedience to the spirit of the Constitution 
of the United States, the early policy of the Government 
was to discourage, restrict, and repressslavery, aud where- 
as the Nationa! Government has been swerved from its 
original course on this subject; and whereas, the compro- 
mise of 1820, by which slavery was prohibited in all the 
territory then held by the United States north of 36° 30, 
has been repealed by act of Congress; and whereas, it is 
proper, in view of this calamitous and unexpected event, 
that the State of Connecticut should proclaim her princi- 
ples, and the line of policy she proposes to pursue, in rela- 
tion to the subject of slavery ; now therefore, 

Resolved by this Assembly, in the name and in behalf of 
the people of this State, that we still cherish the great prin- 
ciples of the Constitution, and based upon these principles, 
the Union of these United States. 

Resolved, That the Federal Constitution, ordained to 
form a more perfect union, to establish justice, and to se- 
cure the blessings of liberty, expressly denies to the Gen- 
eral Government the power to deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or properiy, without due process of law, and that 
the Government having no more power to establish slavery 
than to establish a monarchy, should at once proceed to 
relieve itself from alt responsibility for the existence of 
slavery, wherever it possesses constitutional power to legis 
date for its extinction, 

Resolved, That this General Assembly, in view of the 
fact that the compromises heretofore made on the subject 
of slavery, by act of Congress, have virtually been repudi- 
ated and deprived of their moral force and authority, by 
the repeal of the act preparatory to the admission of Mis- 
souri, approved March 6, 1820, do declare their determina- 
tion to return to the original policy of the Government, 
founded upon the Constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this General Assembly, 
the people of Counecticut demand the repeal of that part 
of the bill for the organization of the government of Kansas 
and Nebraska, which declares the Missouri compromise 
inoperative and void, and will persevere in this demand 
until the restriction of slavery contained in the act of 1820, 
shall be restored to full foree and effect. 

Resolved, That the Hon, Isaac Toucey, a Senator of 
the State of Connecticut, in the Congress of the United 
States, having, by his vote on the final passage of the bill 
tor the organization of the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska, disobeyed the solemn and deliberate instructions of 
the Legislature, and disregarded the wishes, the interests, 
and the principles of the people of this State, deserves to 
be, and hereby is, censured by this General Assembly. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the General Assembly are 
hereby tendered to such of our Senators and Representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United States as have opposed, 
by all legal and constitutional means, and to the last ex- 
tremity, the passage of the act by which the Missouri com- 
promise has been repealed. . 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our Representatives be requested, to introduce into the 
Congress of the United States, and vote in favor of, such 
an amendment of the law commonly known as the fugitive 
slave law, as shall secure to every person claimed under 
said Jaw, the right of trial by jury in the State where such 
person may be arrested and held to trial. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted 
10 our Senators and Representativesin the Congress of the 
United States, to be by them laid before that body. 5 


i 


Mr. PRATT, in presenting the resolutions, 
said: Mr. Speaker, the resolutions relate to the 
recent action of Congress on an important subject; 
and inasmuch as an esteemed colleague in the 
other branch of this body (Hon. Mr. Tovcer] 
comes in for a vote of censure, i had, until the 
introduction of them into the Senate, felt it to be 
my duty not to present them to the House without 
a few words of explanation, 

Since, however, the honorable Senator has taken 
occasion to give to the Senate and the country his 
views upon the important questions involved in 
the resolutions, J shall refrain from saying any- 
thing further than simply to express my dissent 
from the course pursued by the majority of the 
Legislature, in assuming to censure a public ser- 
vant for not obeying the instructions of a party 
which has uniformly repudiated the doctrine of 
instructions. 


Had the Senator received instructions from a | 


Legislature controlled by the party to which he 
is indebted for his seat, I take it for granted he 
would have obeyed, or resigned; if not, a vote of 
censure would, under such circumstances, be con- 
sistent, and, in ry judgment, highly proper. That 
many, perhaps most of the members of the Legis- 
lature, who favored the passage of the resolutions, 


acted from conscientious motives, I entertain not | 
With most of the gentlemen | 
I have the pleasure of a personal acquaintance. [ | 


the slightest doubt. 


know them to be high-minded, honorable, and 
atriotic. While I would not question the motive, 
have .a right to question the consistency of the 
act. 
Much as I regret that the honorable Senator 


saw fit to vote for the repeal of the Missouri com- ! 


| resolutions, and remedies proposed for the griev- 
| ance inflicted upon the country by the late act of 
Congress, which I do not propose in this connec- 
tion to discuss. This is not the appropriate occa- 
| sion to enter into a discussion of the questions to 
which the resolutions relate. 

For myself, Mr. Speaker, I have always been 
opposed to the agitation of subjects connected with 
i slavery, believing, as I do, that such agitation is 
n fraught with mischiefand danger, and tends only 
i to harm. For this reason I helped to establish the 
i Baltimore platform ım 1852. For this reason, 
l acting in conformity to the spirit of the Baltimore 
i convention, I opposed the repeal of the Missouri 
! compromise. In reviewing my course of conduct 
| in relation to this question, l am sustained alike 
| by the reflection that I have faithfully represented 
| the sentiment of the great majority of my con 
| stituents, and the proud consciousness that J have 
| discharged my duty in accordance with my own 
convictions of right. 

Mr. Speaker, the resolutions under consider- 
ation contain a censure of my colleague, for the 


instructions previously given. These instructions, 
as I have before remarked, were 
party which has heretofore uniformly repudiated 
the very doctrine of instruction. ‘These instruc- 


inconsistent with itself; a party which at the out- 
i set, or rather at the commencement of the session, 


question: yet who, nevertheless, took the earliest 


| without reference to his views on this subject 
| Moreover, they were originated by a few design 
‘ing politicians in the Legislature, for the object o 
| Shaping certain party ends—men who, by ready 
| professions, and the adroit appliances known to 
i active demagogues, have secured positions from 
i whence they derive a power to direct legislative 
; action in a manner widely variant from the general 
| sentiment of the people. 


unsuspecting parties to a covert political design. 


| diated the proposition lo repeal the Missouri compro- 
| mise, and there ended, they would doubtless have 
| been almost unanimously supported in the Legis- 

lature, and would have received the sanction of an 
| overwhelming majority of the people of Connec- 
| ticut. On that question there is scarcely a divis 
i ion of sentiment in my State. But they wen 
| further, and involved propositions directly at wa 


| Under circumstances like these—coming, as the 


; themseives to the utmost to prevent the election o 


would hesitate to acknowledge their binding force 
and validity. ; 
Mr. Speaker, I have long felt that the friends 


professions, and who would accept office for the 
purpose of serving their constituents, and pro- 
moting the welfare of the country, instead of those 


the councils of the States and nation, agitation 
wouid cease; the country would be quiet and 
prosperous—a result most sincerely to be desired | 
by all true friends of the Union. 


of the good faith of the nation, which was effected | 
by the repeal of the compromise of 1820, yet, not- | 
withstanding some of the hasty acts of the late; 


LOBE. 


alleged reason that he saw fit to disregard certain | 


voted by a: 


tions and this censure come, too, from a party | 
whose political action in the Legislature has been |: 


proclaimed the obliteration of old party lines of || 
demarkation, and the sole issue of the Nebraska || 


i opportunity of removing from office every Demo- | 
crat, for the one reason that he wasa Democrat, and ': 


i allude here toa few: 
| scheming political leaders, and not to the more: 
honest members, who may have been made the; 


If the resolutions referred to had simply repu- | 


i with the fundamental doctrine of State-rights. :' 


į resolutions do, from a party who have exerted ;; 


| Mr. Tovery to the honorable post which he now 
; fills—it might reasonably be expected that he; 


of the Republic have more to fear from political | 
aspirants and demagogues, in our National and | 
State Legislatures, than from any other source. | 
If the people would select for their public ser- i 
vants men of tried patriotism, integrity, and firm- `! 
ness, men whose actions correspond with their: 


who seek to obtain it by insincere professions, | 
! and fair promises: I say if such men controlled | 


In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, permit me to say, | 
in behalf of the patriotic citizens of Connecticut, | 
that however deeply they may feel the violation | 


Legislature may indicate: a.spirit of nullification; 
I can assure this House and the country thatthe 
masses of that gallant old: Commonwealth still 
| cherish the Union, and will remain true to the 
Constitution. cazi an TE 
_ The SPEAKER. The business-first: in- order 
is the motion made by the gentleman. from Als- 
i bama, [Mr. Hovston,] to reconsider the vote by 
which the fortification bill was passed, and tolay 
that motion upon the table: ; 


i PRIVATEER PENSIONS. 


Mr. HOUSTON. With the permission of the 
|| House, | will withdraw that motion, While I still 
l! have the floor, I desire to call upon my friend from 
i| Pennsylvania, [Mr. Frorence,]if he is in his 
i) seat, to withdraw his motion to reconsider the vote 
l by which an amendment to the pension bill was 
|, passed in the early part of the session, The bill 
į came into the House from the Senate with. an 
|; amendment, in which the House concurred, and 
my friend from Pennsylvania moved to reconsider 
| the vote by which the amendment was agreed to. 
I desire now that he shall call up his motion, so 
that we may act upon it, and the pension bill. be 
finally disposed of. i 

Mr. FLORENCE. 


i 
1 
tf 
i 


In accordance with the 


i gentleman’s request, I now call up.the motion to 


| reconsider, and | will state, as briefly as I can, my 
reasons for desiring that the motion may be acted 
i, upon, if it is the pleasure of the House. At the 
l! time } made the motion to reconsider the vote 
upon the passage of the invalid pension bill, there 
was a clause in it appropriating $2,800 to pay. as 
pensioners those who had served in private armed 
vessels in the war of 1812. In the deficiency bill 
, there was an item of some thousands of dollars-——~ 
1 Mr. CAMPBELL, I rise toa question of order. 

| Is this proposition debatable? 

Mr. FLORENCE. J have the floor upon a 
|| Motion to reconsider, and I suppose I can debate 
jit. I intended to state my object in making the 
| motion to reconsider, and then leave the matter to 


` the House to determine for itself. 

The SPEAKER. That proposition involves, 
as the Clerk informs me, a question of order, 
raised by the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Orr] at the time the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania made his motion. The Chair decided 
that the motion to reconsider was inorder. From 

that decision an appeal was taken, and that ques- 
|; tion is now pending. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
‘ the affirmative. 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
© Mr. FLORENCE. I will state in one moment 
i the object that { had in view. The deficiency bill, 
i atthat time, was under consideration, and had in it 
an item paying the deficiencies to privateer pen- 
| sioners. 
; [HOMESTEAD BILL. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Aspury Dicxins, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, notifying the Flonse that the Senate had 
passed the homestead bill, with amendments.] 

Mr. FLORENCE, (resummg.) That item 
in the deficiency bill for paying these privateer 
pensioners for the fiscal year ending July 1, 1854, 
passed the Senate. The object of my moving to 
reconsider was to insert into the deficiency biil, 
which had received the sanction of the Senate, 
» this item of $1,800 to pay for as many privateer 
» pensioners as there are on the list for this fiscal 
year, beginning the Ist of July, 1854. The op- 
position that was made to it in the Senate 

Mr. COBB, (iaterrupting.) Will the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania yield me the floor for an 
instant? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Yes, sir. 
' Mr. COBB. While the gentleman from Penn- 

sylvania is breathing, I may accomplish the object 
i: for which I rose. I see thata bill has just come 
in from the Senate proposing to effect many ob- 
jects—T mean the homestead bill. If the House 
be willing, | wish an order to be made directing 
the bill and amendments to be printed for the ben- 
elit of the House, so that when the matter comes 
up to be acted on in this body it may be thor- 
oughly understood. I hope that order will be 
made. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. FLORENCE, (resuming.) In order, Mr. 
: Speaker, that the House may be able to vote in- 
; telligibly on this motion to reconsider, | will just 


July 28, 


redt fromthe Congressional: diobe some remarks 


made inthe Senate: by -the honorable Senator- 


‘fram Maryland; |Mr.Pzarce,} on whose motion 
ethisiparagraph-or-item making provision for pen- 
sions due privateer. pensioners, in the deficiency 
bih, was stricken: out. On reconsideration, and 
on-examination of the facts’ in the case, he con- 
‘cluded that it was unjust to withdraw the pensions 
from these- privateer’ pensioners, and that the 
elause providing for their payment should bere- 
Instated. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. | I desire to be informed 
by the Chair whether this matter is debatable? I 
‘have no objection to listening to a brief explana- 
tion, but. am tot desirous of hearing a long speech. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I think | havea right to 
“debate the motion that I have made. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Buat I do not think the 
gentleman has a right to read the report of a speech 
“from the Congressional Globe. 
“The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania is debatable. It is a mo- 


tion to reconsider the vote by which amendments ! 


were adopted. > 

Mr. FLORENCE. I never disturb gentlemen 
who have the floor, . I will not occupy the atten- 
tion of the House more than a few minutes. Mr. 
Pearce says: 

“Tn regard to that amendment which reduced the sum 
appropriated to privateer pensions, | wish to make a brief 
statement to the Senate, and state the reasons why E shall 
take a different course from that which L pursued the day 
before yesterday., All the statements which I made to tbe 
Senate then were, as [ find, perfectly correct. I find that 
the fund was exhausted by the application first of the in- 
terest, and then of the principal. [twas safely invested, and 
not a dollar of it was lost by bad investments. On the con- 
trary, the fund was absolutely inereased by the amount 
of $8,000, when the stocks, in which it was invested, were 
sold out. 

But, sir, the fund was diminished by the action of Con- 
gress in a particular which Tam inclined to think leaves 
an equitable elaim on the part of these pensioners against 
the Government. The original acts pledged this fund to 
the payment of invalid privateer pensions, and pensions to 
the widows of those who were slain in the engagements of 
the privateers. Such were the pensions provided for by the 
act of I8t4, By the act of 1816, | find that Congress added 
a new class of pensions, to wit, the widows of those who 
died by casualties during the period of their services. This 
was not contemplated by the original acts, 

“On looking at the papers which have been sent to me 
since the debate, I perceive that the proper pensions have 
amounted in all to not more than $5,900 in any year; when 
by the act of 1818, which extended then to the widows of 
those who died of casualties, the Government paid in oue 
year $19,000. This difference continued for a considerable 
length of time, 

“The privateer pensions paid to invalids decreased rap- 
idly ; so that, in 1828, they amounted to only $2,850. They 
had never been more than about $5,900. The pensions to 
widows amounted to over $8,000 in 1817, and ran up, in 
1820, 10 $19,471; so that it appears that it was the new 
class of pensions, introduced contrary to the pledge of the 
originial act, whieh diminished and finally exhausted the 

uud. 

“Under these cireumstances, E give up the objection 
which (had to the original appropriation as it came from 
the flouse, ft believe itis equitable in the Government to 
make geod to (ve invalids the pensions which they would 
have continued to redeive but for our own legislation. 1 
hope, therefore, the Senate wilt not concur in the amend- 
mept made as in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendment was not concurred in,” 


That amendmegt was to strikeout of the House | 


bill the paragraph or item which provided for the 
payment of the privateer pensions for the fiscal 
year. The Senator from Maryland made the 
motion toreconsider in order to reinstate the item 
making such provision in the deficiency bill. If 
I understand correctly, it was upon the motion of 
the gentleman from Maryland that the appropri- 
ation to pay pensions for the privateer pensioners 
was stricken out of the invalid pension appropri- 
ation bill for the coming fiscal year; and, as he 
now admits the claims to be equitable, the appro- 
priation ought to be made. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON, F move to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. The remarks which 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania has read apply 
to another biij, and not to an item in the bill which 
he moves to reconsider. [Laughter.] 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

Mr, CORWIN. Irise to a privileged ques- 
tion, Yesterday, after the fortification bill was 
passed, the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Hous- 
ton] made a motion to reconsider the vole by 
which the bill was passed; but this morning he 
has. withdrawn the motion. I desire to renew the 


$ 


motion:ito reconsider-the vote: by: which the-bill 
was- passed. os 2 HUE ala Ge 
‘Mr. JONES, of Tennessees move the: pre- 
vious.question upon that motion. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. Did the 
Ohio. vote in the affirmative? 

Mr. CORWIN. 1 did. . 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I moveto lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider-upon the table. 


JACOB MOYER. 

Mr. ELLISON, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported a bill ‘* for the relief of the heirs of Jacob 
Moyer;”’ which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 


CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 


Mr. DAWSON was here recognized by the 
Chair. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. If the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania will give way to me for 
a moment, l desire to say that | am instructed by 


gentleman. frem 


i the select committee which was appointed yester- 


day, to ask the Flouse to allow them a clerk for 


three or four days only, at the usual rate of com- |! 


pensation. 
Mr. ENGLISH. I object. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, Then! move to suspend 


! the rules, to enable me to introduce a resolution to 


that effect. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules is not in order to-day. 

Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts. I rise to a 
question of order. l desire that the 137th rule 
may be read. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman will please 
read the rule. 

Mr. ELIOT read the rule, as follows: 

“Except during the last ten days of the session, the 
Speaker shall not entertain a motion to suspend the rules 
of the House at any time, except on Monday of every 
week,” &e. 

‘The SPEAKER. The practice of some of my 
predecessors, and my own practice, has been to 
count Sunday as one of the days of the session. 

Mr. ELIOT. I desire to ask if this is not one 
of the ten days? 

The SPEAKER. 
not. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. There is an- 
other question involved in this point of order, 
which it may perhaps be as well to settle now. 
l understand the joint resolution fixing the fourth 
day of August as the day upon which the two 
Houses shall adjourn has not been finally acted 
upon by the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that this 
question of order cannot, at this moment, come up 
legitimately, for the reason that the gentleman 
from Illinois has not the floor to make the mation 
to suspend the rules atall. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Dawson] was recognized by 


The Chair decides that it is 


| the Chair, and was upon the floor, and only yielded 


to hear what proposition the gentleman from Hli- 
nois would make. Heasked that the select com- 
mittee appointed yesterday might be allowed a 
clerk, It was objected to. And if it was com- 
petent to move to suspend the rules at all, the 


i gentleman had not the floor to do so. Thegenule- ! 
| man from Pennsylvania had the floor, and the floor 


cannot be taken from him except by a privileged 
question. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is there nota priv- | 
ileged question pending—the motion to reconsider i 


the fortification bill? 


The SPEAKER. That is true; but the Chair į; 
| has not yet heard what proposition the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania desires to submit. The Chair 
simply recognized the gentleman. 
Mr. DAWSON, My object in rising is simply 


| to give notice that to-morrow I shall ask the House 


to take up the homestead bill, as amended by the 
Senate; and if the House will do so, ! will press it 
to final action. 


FORTIFICATION BILL AGAIN. 


fication bill was passed yesterday. 

The gentleman. from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] 
demanded the previous question upon the motion 
of the gentleman from Ohio, and at the same time 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr.. Housroy] 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the | 


table. - Neither gentleman, however, had the floor 

to make any motion... PSOE YER Geis 

Mr. JONES. | was-recognized -by the Chair, 
and made the motion, ; Se 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman could: not 
have the floor, for the reason that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Corwin] was upon the floor. | 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Ohio made 
his motion; and took his seat. a AR 

The SPEAKER. Both motions are in order 
now, and must be put in their turn, The ques- 
tion will therefore be first upon laying. the. motion 
to reconsider upon the table. : 

Mr. JONES. Upon that motion I demand 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Hows- 
town’s motion; and it was decided in the afirm- 
ative=-yeas 77, nays 70; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Aten, 
; Appleton, Barksdale, Barry, Bliss, Boyce, Breckinridge, 
i Bridges, Caskie, Chandler, Chastain, Clingman, Craige, 
| Crocker, Dick, Dickinson, Dowdell, Dunbar, Edmands, 
| Edinundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, 
Franklin, Fuller, Goodrich, Harrison, Hibbard, Houston, 
Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Roland Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Kurtz 
Latham, McDougall, McNair, Maxwell, Millson, Packer, 
Fhilhps, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Riddle, David Ritchie, 
Robbins, Rowe, Raffin, Russell, Sabin, Seward, Sbaw, 
Shower, Skelton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Sol- 
lers, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, John J. 
Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, 
Upham, Vail, Vansant, Walley, Israel Washburn, Tappan 
Wentworth, Wheeler, and Witte—77, 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Bennett, Bugg, Campbell, Carpen- 
ter, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, 
i Cox, Cullom, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dis- 
ney, Eastman, Edgerton, Ellison, English, Everhart, Ewing, 
Flagier, Giddings, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Hend- 
ricks, Henn, Hull, Johnson, Daniel 'T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, Knox, Lamb, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, MeCal- 
loch, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Morgan, Morrison, Mur- 
ray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, Peckham, Phelps, Pringle, Reese, Sapp, 
Shannon, Simmons, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew 
Stuart, David Stuart, Trout, Tweed, Wade, Elihu B. 
Washburne, Wells, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—70. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 
| SYLVESTER PETTIBONE. | 

Mr. WELLS. lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
W hole House from the further consideration ‘of 
the bill of the Senate (No. 274) “ for therelief of 
Sylvester Pettibone”? , 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I object, unless 
the bill be read. 

The bill was read in extenso for information. 

Mr. WELLS. Now, if the House will indulge 
me fora moment, I will state the circumstances 
connected with the case. 
| Mr. McMULLIN. I connot consent that this 
; motion be made, unless we agree to dispose of all 
the private bills upon the Calendar. 

Mr. WELLS. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection. 

Mr. McMULLIN. There are several private 
| bills upon the Calendar, and I am willing to go 
| into committee and dispose of all of them; but I 

object to special privileges being allowed to one 
: gentleman unless the same privileges are allowed 
to others. 

Mr. WELLS. 
being taken up. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
|; objection. 
it 
iI PATENT TO CHARLES M’LARAN. 
i| Mr. BARKSDALE. lask the consent of the 
' House to introduce a bill for the purpose of ref- 
i erence. Itisa bill requiring the Commissioner 
i of the General Jand Office to issue a patent to 
Charles McLaran for a tract of land, upon certain 
conditions. 

There was no objection; and the bill was re- 
ceived, read a first and second time by ‘its ttle, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS IN CHILI. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Lrise to a priv- 


‘the 


I do not object to all the bills 


I do not withdraw my 


i 
| 
| 
! 


AGA 1; ileged question. Some time since a communication 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon the | 


motion to reconsider the vote by which the forti- | 


was presented to this House from the Secretary: of 
the Navy, transmitting a report and certain astro- 
nomical and other observations of the late. naval 
and astronomical expedition to Chili. A resolu- 
tion was passed by the House instructing the.Com- 
mittee on Printing tu inquire into the expediency 
of printing ten thousand copies. of the report and 
observations. The committee have had the sub- 


1854. 


ject under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That there be printed and bound by the public 
printer and binder of the House six thousand copies of the 
report and two thousand copies of the observations of the 
United States Navaland Astronomical Expedition to Chili, 
five thousand copies of the report and observations for the 
use of the Secretary of the Navy, two hundred and fitty 
for the superintendent of the expedition, and the remainder 
for distribution by the members of the present House; the 
said work to be printed in quarto or octave form, as the 
work will admit, and the Committee on Printing may direct. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
resolytion upon the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted, and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


POSTAL SERVICE IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. PHELPS obtained the floor, but yielded to | 


Mr. McDOUGALL. There is on the Speak- 
er’s table, a bill of the House (No. 344) making 

rovision for the postal service in the State of Cal- 
ifornia, and in the Territories of Oregon and 
Washington, which has come from the Senate 
with several amendments, and [now ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to take it up, that the 
amendments of the Senate may be concurred in. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object, and call for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I am compelled to leave 
the city this evening, in consequence of illness in 
my family. This matter is in my charge; and as 
I may not again bein my seat during this session, 
I would be glad if the gentleman from New York 
would withdraw his objection, and let the amend- 
ments of the Senate be concurred in. 

Mr. WHEELER. I withdraw my objection, 
and ask that the bill be read for information. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The amendinents of the Senate were then read 
and concurred in, as follows: 

In the first section strike out ‘ fifty cents,” and in leu 
thereof insert ** twenty-five cents,” 

Add atthe end of the first section the following: 


Provided, That no tetter or letters, or other maiiable mat- | 


ter, shall be delivered by any postniaster to such carriers, 
unless requested to do soin writing by the person or persons 
to whom said letters or other mailable 
directed. 

So that, as amended, the section will read as follows: 


That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, au- : 
thorized to empower the special agents of the Post Office ! 


Department in the State of California, and in the Territories 
of Oregon and Washiugton, to appoint Jetter-carriers for 
the delivery of letters from any post office in the said State 
or Territories, and to allow any letter-carrier so appointed 
to demand and receive a sum for all letters, newspapers, or 
other mailable matter, not more than may be recommended 


by the postmaster for whose ottice such letter-carrier may | 
beappointed: Provided, That not more than twenty-five | 
cents shall be charged for any letter, newspaper, or ounce | 
AU such appointnents may be | 
determined, and rates of compensation modified within the | 


of other mailable nitter, 


limits aforesaid, whenever the same is found expedient in 


the opinion of the appointing agent: And tb is further pro- | 
vided, Chat all such appointmenis and contracts shall be | 
subjecit to the approval of the Postinaster General; and ; 


upon notice to any carrier of his rejection by the Postmas- 
ter General, bis appointment and conuact shall be determ- 


ined; and that all letter-carriors appointed in pursuance | 
of this act shall be subject to the provisions of the forty- | 
first section of the act entitled *¢ An act to change the or- | 


ganization of the Post Office Department, and to provide 


more effectually for the settlement ofthe accounts thereot,”? ; 
approved July 2, 1836, except as herein otherwise provided : | 
A š, Or olber mailable matter, || 
shall be delivered by any postmaster to such carriers, unless | 


Pravided, ‘Phat uo letter or lette 


requested in writing to do so by the person or persons to 


whom said letters or other mailabie matter may be di- | 


rected, 


Mr, LETCHER. ‘Will the gentleman from ‘|| 


Missouri yield the floor to me for a moment, to 
enable me to introduce a bill, of which | gave no- 
tice yesterday? 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman must excuse 
me. [have yielded to the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia, and there are many others who desire that 
I shall yield to them, but I must insist on my 
motion. 


RECEPTION AND REFERENCE OF BILLS AND | 


REPORTS. 

The SPEAKER. 
will be indulged, in this immediate connection, in 
making a single remark. The Chair understands 
that there are a great many gentlemen seeking the 
floor, and often, to their great disappointment, 
not obtaining it, for the purpose of simply intro- 


matter may be i 


The Chair hopes that he: 


i ervations between the said Indians and the said-owners:‘and 
proprietors, so that certain portions .of the said: (wo-reser= 
vations which in the aggregate shal! beequal in value to the 
| interest now secured by treaty stipulations to the said ïn- 
dians and their descendants; may be set; off. and confirmed 
to the said Indians, and sothat all the interests andrights 
of the said Gwners and proprietors therein may be-furever 
extinguished. : aer 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no such: negoti 
ation shall he entered into by the said Secretary of the: [n+ 
terior until the said Indians, through their chiefs, or other- 
wise, according tothe usages and customs of the said tribes 
shali consent to such partition. Nor shall any arrangement 
that may be settled and agreed upon by the said Secretary. 
of the Interior, and the said owners and proprietors, be 
obligatory until the said Indians shall, in like manner, hava, 
siguitied their approval thereof. ? 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in case such 
partition shall be made according to the provisions of this 
act, then the title of the portions of the said tracts so seto 
and confirmed to the said indians shall become vested im 
the said Indians as tenants in common ; and partition theres 
of shall be made among them on such principles as pertain 
to the several rights and interests of individuals, and on 
such terms and in such manner as may hereafter be pre- 
scribed by law. a 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi, in purstiggice 
of previous notice, introduced a bill granting tänd 
in alternate sections to the States of Mississippi 
and Tennessee, respectively, to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Grenada, Mississippi, 
i to Memphis, Tennessee;” which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, as far asin his judgment is compatible with the 
public interest, to communicate to this House, whether 
the progress of negotiation with Spain has removed the ne- 
eessity for provisional action by Congress; as indicated in 
his message of Mareh 15, 1854; or whether he still thinks 
itadvisable that measures should be taken to augment the 
Executive power, to protect and sccure the national honor, 
rights, and interests. 

Mr.FARLEY. J object. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Then I move to suspend 
the rules, to enable me to introduce this resolu- 
tion, 

The SPEAKER. 
order to-day. ; . 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order for me to 
report a bill now for the purpose of having it 
referred to a committee? ; 

The SPEAKER, It can be done by unani- 
| mous consent. A a 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itisa bill which ought to 
go to the Committee on Commerce. 
' No objection being made, the Committee of 

Ways and Means were accordingly discharged 
i from the further consideration of a bill “for the, 
relief of H. Southmayd & Son;” and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WENTWORTII, of Massachusetts. I 
‘am directed by the Committee on Commerce to 
call the attention of the Fouse to the fact thata 
bill for the reliefof Thomas Butler has passed the 
Senate, and been referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. The papers have been passed upon 
by the committee, but the bill has been mislaid, 
and the committee are unable to findit. ‘The com- 
mittee ask that the Senate be requested to furnish 
to the House a copy of the bill. a 

It was so ordered. 


Mr. PHELPS. to that 
course. 

Mr. LETCHER. I shall not attempt to prac- 
tice any deception upon gentlemen. My objectin 
introducing the bill to repeal the Minnesota railroad 
grant is to put it upon its passage. 

TheSPEAKER. Then the proposition of the 
Chair does not cover the gentleman’s case. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to report back 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, Senate bill 
supplementary to an act entitled **An act to au- 
thorize notaries public to take and certify oaths, į 
affirmations, and acknowledgments in certain 
cases.” 

lt is a short bill, and it will not 
utes to dispose of it. 

The SPEAKER. By the order of the House 
just made, only such bills are to be received as ure 
introduced for the purposes of reference. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 1} will interpose 
no objection to the reporting of such bills as gen- 
tlemen wish to report for the purpose of reference. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided. 

Mr. JONES, With the understanding that 
| none of them are to be put upon their passage, or 
| brought back here by reconsideration. 

Me. CHAMBERLAIN, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, introduced a bill ‘* for the relief of 
John Carpenter and others; which was read a 
first aud second time by its title, and referred to | 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ROWE, from the Committee on Revolu- 

tionary Pensions, reported back Senate bill (No. 
357) “ for the relief of Urban Stoll;’’ which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
|| and ordered to be printed. 
l Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts, from 
the Committee on Commerce, reported back Sen- | 
ate bill No. 425, ‘* An act to constitute Tuscum- 
: bia, in the State of Alabama, a port of delivery,” 
with amendments. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, 
of order. 
| The SPEAKER. The bill reported by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts cannot be consid- 
ered in the House at this time. ‘The order of the 
House is that only such bills as shall not give rise | 
to debate may be received and referred. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 do not ask for its 
consitleration at this time; but I desire merely to 
call the attention of the Chair to the fact that the | 
bul is reported with amendments, 

The SPEAKER. What disposition does the 
gentleman desire to make of the bill? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. To refer it. 

Mr. DAVIS. My point of order is, that the 
order just established by the House only pro- 
vides for the introduction of bills of which pre- ; 
vious notice has been given, and not for the recep- 
tion of reports from committees. 

The SPEAKER. Such was the order of the 
House. The introduction of bills of which pre- 
vious notice had been given, was only embraced 
i in the proposition. Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Com- 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Well, then, I with- |) merce, to which was referred the petition of Ste- 
draw the bill. | phen Patterson and others, made,areport thereon, 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I i accompanied by a bill to refund to the officers of 
ask leave to introduce the following resolution: || the customs and others of the district of Passam- 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed |; aquoddy certain moneys; which bill was read a 
to inquire what legislation is necessary to regulate or pro- || first and second time by its title, committed to a 
hibit ihe introduction cao portor piace into ihe United : Committee of the W hole FIouse, and the bill and 
States, a eig OVET na i any i: "j 
i forsliner heingivtanes, blind: or otherwise disnbled: and to : report ordered to be printed, è 

report by bill or otherwise. Lins hae ewe me SF ue Louse (No. 

` i $ ida | which was referr' e House (No. 

Tne resolu hon wes waren fe: - i 216) ‘to repeal an act entitled ‘Anactconcerning 
| Mr. FENTON, in pursuance of previous no- || tonnage duty on Spanish vessels,’ ” reported the 
4 tice, introduced “a bill to authorize the partition : same, with a recommendation that it do not pass. 
or the Alleghany and Cattaraugus Indian nantes | Ordered, That the Senate bill be laid on the table. 

i tions,in the State of New York;” which was read |: Ti SENIA 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to On motion by Mr. FULLER, it was 
the Committee on Indian Afairs. Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dis- 
n mies . charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
The provisions of the bill are as follows: obn Connel, on bebalf of sundry claimants for a return of 


Be it enucted by the Senate and House of Representatives duties under the tariff of 1823 ; of the papers in relation to 
of the United Stales of America in Congress ussemited, || the wreck of the ship Aberdeen, in San Franciseo Bay; 
‘Phat the Secretary of the Interior of the United States be |, of Huntingdon & Brooks, for return of duties ; o Ox & 
authorized and directed to enter into a regulation witb the į sippi 5 
owners and proprietors of the right of preëmption of the |} 
Aileghany and Cattaraugus reservations, in the State of 


i have no. objection 


take five min- 


Such a motion is not in 


I rise to a question 


of Edward H. Sw 
of citizens of Norih and South Carolina, and otber States, 
for a repeal of the prohibition of the carriage of.turpentine, 
Anne Dudley; and of citizens of 


Jl 
New York, now occupied by a portion of the Seneca tribe li i prohi 
i] of Indians, with a view to a partition of the said two res- !! &e., by steamboats; of 


July 25, 


New. Work: vnd-Hlinois, in: favor of the repeal of the duty: - 
on agarang molasses.: Bg oS os Bi TRH 
On motion by Mr. FULLER, it was.. 
‘Ordered, That the Committee on’ Commetce be dis- 
tharged from the further consideration of the meniorlal of 
Bdward ‘Robinson and others, of Thomaston, Maine, rel- 
ative to'a demand of redress from Peru ; and that the same 
bë teferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs’; that 
the Committeé-on Commerce be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of a ‘petition: of -tobacconists, residents 
of Louisville, Kentucky, and that the same be referred. to 
the Committee of Ways and Means; and that the same 
committee be discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of:the Common Council, and of the citizens 
of Evansville, Indiana, ‘in relation to the location of a 
western armory at that place, andthat the same be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

“Myr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 

‘mittee on the Judiciary, reported back, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, Senate bill toamend 
several acts respecting copyrights; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

x. STANTON. Inowask the consent of the 

Use to allow me to puta little bill upon its pas- 

sage. ltisa matter that requires immediate action, 

and to which there will be no objection. It is 

Senate bill (No. 320) supplementary to an act en- 

titled “* An act to authorize notaries public to take 

and certify oaths, affirmations, and acknowledg- 
ments in certain cases.” The Committee on the 

Judiciary have instructed me to report it without 

amendmeht. eee l 

There was no objection; and the bill was re- 
ported and read in extenso. It authorizes notaries 
ublic to take depositions, and do such other acts 
in relation to evidence to be used in the courts of 
the United States, in the same manner, and with the 
same effect, as commissioners to take acknowledg- 
ments of bail and affidavits may now take or do. 
The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
was read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on | 


Military Affairs, reported back, with a recommend- 


ation that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 368) ‘ for |: 


the relief of Charles Merchant;”? which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to cull the attention of 
the House to a bill very importantin its character, 
to remedy defects in certain land titles. The 
Supreme Court has decided that the titles to a cer- 
tain class oflands granted by the General Govern- 
ment to the States are defective in their character, 
and will convey no valid right to the lands at all. 
These lands have gone out of the possession of 
the parties to whom they were granted into the 

*hands of innocent purchasers, and it is a matter 
of the highest importance that the defect should 
be remedied. f make these remarks for the pur- 
pose of calling the attention of the House to the 
subject, and for the purpose of giving notice that 
on to-morrow I shall ask leave to take up the bill 
and put it upon its passage. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the House in- 
sist upon its disagreement, and concur in the 
request for a committee of conference. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. NORTON, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill “for the 
relief of John Frink;” which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed, 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill, which was 
read a first and second time by its title as fol- 
lows, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed: _ 

A bill granting compensation and bounty land 
to certain American seamen who were prisoners 
of war during the war of 1812. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill “ for therelief of Jacob Baker, of Sandusky, 
Ohio;’’ which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
back Senate bill (No. 381) “ for the relief of Wil- 
liam. Brown;? which was referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported adversely on Senate bill 


yé 


1 


| to a Committee of the Whole House, and or- | 


(No: 191) “forthe relief of Thomas B: Parsons; 
which; with the accompanying report, was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill +? for the relief of Tunstall Quarles; which 
was read a first and second tinie by its, title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
| with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
| printed. : 


On motion by Mr. HENDRICKS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of William Sterny 
be withdrawn from the files of the House, andre-referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill “for the relief | 
of the heirs of Rignauld, alias Nick Hillery;’’ 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
| printed. 

Mr. LINDLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced “a bill granting to the Siate of Missouri 
the right of way and a portion of the public do- 
main to aid in the construction of a railroad from | 
| Alexandria to Bloomington;” which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
| the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Pri- | 
vate Land Claims, reported adversely on the pe- 
tition of Jacob Kerr; which, with the accompany- 
ing report, was laid upon the table, and ordered to 
! be printed. 

Mr. N. also, from the same committee, reported 
back Senate bill (No, 288) entitled ‘* An act sup- 
plementary to an act confirming claims to land in 
the State of Missouri, and for other purposes,” | 
| with an amendment, and a recommendation that : 
it do pass; which was referred to the Committee 
i of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the 


| of Joseph Smith,” with a recommendation that it 
do pass; which was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. N. also, from the same committee, re- | 
parted back Senate bill (No. 423) “ for the relief | 
of Gaston T. Raoul,” with a recommendation | 
that it do pass; which was referred to a pore) 
I 


printed. ! 
Mr. N. also reported back Senate bill (No. 443) | 

“ for the relief of A. G. Penn,” with.a recom- ; 
mendation that it do pass; which was referred to | 
i a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered ! 
| to be printed. | 
Mr. N. also reported back Senate bill (No. 334) | 

| «for the relief of François Cousin,” with a rec- | 
ommendation that it do pass; which was referred | 


; dered to be printed. 
_ Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
_ furs, reported back Senate bill (No. 109) ‘ for 
| the relief of William P. Sanger,” with a recom- 
/mendation that it do pass; which was referred to ; 
‘a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered : 
: to be printed. 
Mr. EASTMAN, from the Committee on In- | 
dian Affairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 161) | 
t for the relief of Theodore E. Elliott,’ with a f 


laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. HUGHES, from the Committee on Private : 
Land Claims, reported back House bill (No, 228) 
: “ for the relief of George McGirk,’’ with a rec- | 
ommendation that it do pass; which was referred : 


to be printed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, from the Com- 
! mittee for the District of Columbia, reported back | 
i a bill ‘incorporating the Mutual Fire Insurance | 
Company of the District of Columbia;’? which | 
: and ordered to be printed. 
` Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the rules be 


| suspended, and that the House resolve itself into | 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
| Union. ! 
The motion was agreed to. 


| __The rules were accordingly suspended, and the |; 


| Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. FULLER 


i 


7 $ z | 

House resolved itself into the Committee of the | 
} 

i 


l in the chair.) 


! bill, as amended, ordered to be printed. j: 
Mr. N. also, from the same committee, re- :! 
ported back Senate bill (No. 216) “for the relief |i 


mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be | 


recommendation that it do not pass; which was | 


; toa Committee of the Whole House, and ordered | 


: was referred to a Committee of the Whole House, | 


t 
| 
|" Mr. PHELPS, 


“INDIAN APPROPRIATION ‘BILL. 

A message was here received from the Senate; 
by Assury Dicxuys, their Secretary, informing 
the House that. the Senate insist upon theit amend: 
ments to the bill of the House (No. 46). ‘making 
appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for 
the year ending June 30, 1855,” disagreed to-by 
the House, and that they disagree to the amend- 
ments of the House to the same, and ask for a 
-committee of conference. 


THE NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS. I believe, Mr, Chairman, that 
the first bill on the Calendar is House bill No. 97, 
which I propose the committee shall now consider. 
It is a bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending 30th of June, 1855. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to dispense with the 
first reading of the bill, 1 hope no objection will 
be made to that motion, 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the commit- 
tee rise, with a view of enabling me to introduce 
a resolution for the purpose of limiting debate 
upon this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had had under 
consideration the Union generally, and particu- 
larly House bill No. 97, and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted the usual resolution, 
closing debate on bill No. 97 within thirty min- 
utes after the committee should have resumed the 
consideration thereof. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I propose to amend the res- 
i olution by striking out thirty minutes, and inserte 


‘ing in lien thereof five minutes. 

i Mr. PHELPS. 1 demand the previous ques- 

| tion on the adoption of the resolution. 

' The previous question was seconded, and the 

| main question was ordered to be put. 

| The question was taken on the adoption of Mr. 

| Bripers’s amendment. 

i The House was divided, and there were, ona 

| count—ayes fifty; not half of a quorum. 

| Mr. WHEELER. 1 call for tellers. 

| The SPEAKER. The number of members 
| voting in the affirmative is less than half of a quo- 
: rum; and as thereis evidently more than a quorum 
present, there is no necessity for tellers. The vote 

| on a count is sufficiently decisive. 

; So theamendment was not agreed to. 

| The question was then taken on Mr. PHELP3’S 

resolution; and it was adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was agreed to, and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move thatthe House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly again resolved itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Furrer in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the Navy appropria- 
tion bill. i 

Mr. BOCOCK addressed the committee for half 
an hour in favor of a reform and reorganization of 
the Navy, and in explanation of various amend- 
ments which he designed to offer. Elis remarks 
i will be found in the Appendix. 

The hour having now arrived for closing the 


i 
i 
i 
I 


i! general debate on the bill, under the order of the 


: House, 
Mr. PHELPS, who, as the member reporting 


plied at length to the remarks of Mr. Bococx, and 
explained the course of the Committee of Ways 
and Means with regard to the bill, His speech, 
which is withheld for revision, will be published 
in the Appendix. 4, 
The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by 
paragraphs for amendment. . f 
I offer the following amend- 


i 
1 
| 

| the bill, was entitled to the floor for one hour, re- 
| 
i 
| 


ment: 

After the word “Navy,” in the eighth line, strike out 
«< $2,992,648,” and insert in lieu thereof ‘ $3,367,000 ;” so 
as to make the clause read: 


E 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


191" 


1854. 


For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers, 
and seamen, including the engineer corps of the Navy, | 
$3,367,000. 

The object of this amendment is to provide for 
the increase of the wages of seamen. It is pro- 
posed to give authority to the Secretary of the 
Navy to increase the wages of the seamen em- 
ployed aboard vessels of the United States. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Does it leave the increase dis- 
cretionary with the Secretary of the Navy? 

Mr. PHELPS. Ii does. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I understand, Mr. Chair- | 
man, that the object of the amendment proposed | 
by the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Paexrs,] 
is to appropriate $300,000 extra, for the increase 
of the wages of the seamen employed in our 
Navy. This makes it in order for me to com- 
pare the compensation given to seamen and that | 
given to the enlisted soldiers in our Army. The: 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bococx] tells us | 
that seamen now receive twelve dollars per month, 
and this amendment will raise their compensation 
to eighteen dollars per month. A seaman has the 
additional inducement to service, in the fact that, |) 
if he dies in the line of his duty, his widow and i 
orphans will be pensioned. A private of infantry 
now receives but seven doll 


lars per month—with |) 
no pension promised his widow and infant | 
children, if he is killed in the service of his coun- | 
try. Still I do not complain of this increased pay | 
proposed for our seamen. It is all right. [am j 
gratified that the amendment has been offered. : 
And I cannot permit the occasion to pass by 
without expressing my regret that the same im- i 
pulse did not stimulate the Committee of Ways į 
and Means, when the Army appropriation bill i| 
was under consideration a few days ago, to come 
forward with a similar act of justice to the rank 
and file of the Army. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia [Mr. Fauiener] will allow me, L want to | 
state to the committee what my proposal was. Il 
proposed to the gentleman from Virginia, that if i 
he would let the amendment come in by general || 
consent, we would allow the increase of pay tothe | 


non-commissioned officers and privates of the || 
Army. That it was not adopted, is, therefore, 
certainly more the fault of the gentleman from : 
Virginia than the faultof the Committee of Ways | 
and Means. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman from Ala- |! 
bama (Mr. Houston] did say to me that if I 
would offer so much of my bill as increased the |. 
pay of the enlisted men, that he would make no | 
opposition to such an amendment. But I said to | 
him, that was acting as the organ of a committee, | 
and that J could not mutilate their proposition. 
He, or the gentleman from Missouri, could have || 
done then what they have done now; but f could 
not do so without a betrayal of the trust confided | 
to me. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
mate? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. WON the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Favnxxer] permit mete | 
say a word? ” 

Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. Chairman, I hope: 
these points of order will not be further sprung upon 
me. If there is any branch of the public service ` 
which has been cruelly neglected by Congress, it |: 
is that with which I have the honor to be now offi- | 
cially connected, as chairman of the Committee | 
on Military Affairs. Not a single opportunity | 
has yet been allowed me to present, in any detail | 
before this House and the country, the exigencies 
and necessities of that important branch of the ʻi 
public service. Until a comparative recent period, | 
the principal duties of that committee devolved upon | 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Brsseni,] whose | 
health disabled him from asking their consideration 
by Congress. Since the retirernent of Colonel Bis- 
SELL from the duties of that committee, I have 
sought, in every form, to bring the wants snd: 
necessities of the Army te the consideration of this | 
body. But I have been arrested, in every effort, | 
by points of order. Railroad bills, private bilis, 
everything seems to find a readier access to the ear 
of this House, than our suffering and dilapidated 
Army. I was absent whea the Army appropria- ; 
tion bill was most unexpectedly taken up, and thus 
I was deprived of the opportunity, at that time, | 


Is this discussion legiti- || 


of presenting, in some detail, the present condition ` 
and necessities of the Army. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


Uf the gentleman i 


' body with the necessity of action on the Army 


! and seamen, including the engineer corps of the Navy, 
1) $3,010,948, including the extra pay at the navy yard, Gali- | 


| mandant 82,000; 


: and I move to increase it $100,000, for the pur- į 


over and above what the law provides. 
‘is to repeal or modify the law so far as these offi- , 
i cers are concerned. I think it is clearly out of: 
; order. i 


it 


| tain officers of the Navy more than they are now 


will permit me, I will say that when the gentle- | 
man from Oregon, [Mr. Lane,] I think 1 was, | 
proposed an amendment to the Army bill to in- 
crease the pay of the non-commissioned officers | 
and privates, | rose in my seat and proposed that | 
the question of order should be waived, that the | 
House might decide upon that question, and, if i í 
mistake not, the gentleman °’s colleague from Fair- | 
fax objected. | 

_Mr. FAULKNER. It was not my colleague; | 
it was I who requested the gentleman from Ore- ; 


! gon to withdraw his amendment, and the reason 


was a very plain and palpable one, as I can ex- | 
plain to the committee. i 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would remind | 
the gentleman that he should confine his remarks | 
to the question under discussion. | 
Mr. FAULKNER. I will endeavor to do so. | 


| it is important that the fact noticed by the gentle- | 


man from Tennessee shall be explained to the. 
House. In the scheme devised to encourage ' 


enlistment and reénlistment in the Army, and ; 
embraced in my bill, the inducements held out to | 


recruits are both pecuniary and honorary. There | 


are some important inducements to enter the i 
| Army beyond the monthly pay. Thus, for ex- | 
| ample, the preferments of the Army are opened to | 


the common soldier. There are provisions for his i 


widow and orphan children, if he dies in the ser- |; 


vice. The increase of pay, as a mere pecuniary | 


| compensation, would have been inadequate to ac- 


complish its object. I therefore objected to the 


simple transfer of the provision increasing the pay, |) 


as it would have mutilated the scheme, and have 
failed to accomplish any practical good. 
sult would have been deceptive, and leftus where | 
we now are, with our Army every day thinning | 
to a mere skeleton. i 

I have availed myself of this, as] must of every | 


occasion, to piers this subject upon the consider- || 


il 


ation of this House, untilitadjourns. I hope yet | 
I may be allowed some full and fair opportunity | 
to place before this body those facts which, when 


‘| heard, I know will impress every member of this |! 


| bills. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I rise for the purpose of of- ; 
fering an amendment to the amendment. I offer |, 
the amendment in good faith. I have made no || 
fancy speeches, and do not deal in fancy stocks. | 

I move to strike out the following clauses: 

For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers, | 


and seamen, including the engineer corps of the Navy, |} 
i 


$2,992,648. i 
For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, and all | 
the civil establishments at the several navy-yards and sta- | 
tions, $115,350. 
and insert the following: 
For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers | 


tornia, of the following officers: One captain, 87,000; one ; 

ommander, $4,000; one lieutenant, $3,000 ; one master, i 

2,000; one purser, 84,000; one surgeon, $3,600; one : 

boatswain, $2,000, one gunner, $2,000; one carpenter, | 
$2,000; one cierk to purser, $2,000; one steward, $800. 

For pay of superintendent, naval constructors, and all | 

‘ 


i civil establishments at the several navy-yards and sta- | 


tions, $153,350, including the pay of the civil branch of the | 
officers at the navy- yard, California, as follows: One store- 


| Keeper $3,500; one civil engineer $4,000; one assistant ; 
to be also the inspector of lumber and building |! 


engineer, 
materials $ 


500; one draughtsman and clerk to engineer 


porter and messenger $900; one navy agent $5,000 ; one | 
clerk fo navy agent $3,000; one clerk (second) to navy | 
agent $2,500; one master joiner $2,500; one master mason 
$2,500 ; one master blacksmith $2,500. 


That adds a small amount to the amount now 
appropriated. The amount in the bill is 


$2,992,000, and the gentleman from Missouri | 


(Mr. Prurrs] moves to increase it about $300,000, | 


pose of covering the extra expenses at the Califor- | 
nia navy-yerd. 

Mr. PHELPS. Irise to a question of order. I 
desire to know whether that amendment is in: 


order? tt proposes, if I understand it, to previde | 
i} age. 


that certain officers shall receive a certain salary 
Its effect | 


Mr. BOCOCK. The proposition is to pay cer- 


paid. Now, sir, no appropriation bill has ever 
passed thie House in which amendments have not 


The re- |; 


Hi 
| 
i 
| 
| 
i 
i 
} 
i 


been incorporated, regulating the amounts that aré 
to be paid to certain officers. That is whatis pro- 
posed by this amendment; and if the committee 
will allow me, I think I can show to their satigi 
faction, that the amendment is, to. some extent, 
necessary, i ieee 

Mr. BRIDGES. How much does it proposé 
to increase their pay? eet 

Mr. CLINGMAN., Task that the Chair ‘shall 
decide the question of order. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order, and so decides. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Then } must appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia proposes an amendment to increase the sal- 
aries of certain officers of the Navy in California 
over and above the amount provided by law. The 
i Chair rules the amendment not to be in order. 
The gentleman from Virginia appeals from the 
decision of the Chair; and the question is, ‘* Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committee?” : 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
the appeal. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the decision of. 
the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. HENN. 1 wish to oppose the amendment 
moved by the gentleman from’ Missouri; and in 
| doing so | would ask him, in the first place, how 


I demand tellers on’ 


‘| much this bill appropriates to the Navy? 


Mr. PHELPS. thave already stated it in the 
remarks which I made a few months ago. The 
| bill as it came from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, appropriates $7,641,000. That commit- 
| tee have directed amendments to be offered which 
appropriate two million and odd dollars in addi- 
| tion. As originally introduced, the bill did not 
embrace the estimates for the improvement of the 
navy-yards. It was a subject-matter of conference 
between the Committee of Ways and Means, and 


ii the Committee on Naval Affairs, and we had not 


acted on it atthe time the bill was yeported. Hence 
the amendments we design offering. 

Mr. HENN. l understand the gentleman to 
say, then, that the bill, with the amendment which 
will be proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, will appropriate something like the sum of 
$9,000,000. 

Mr. PILTELPS. Nine million three hundred 
and ninety-six thousand dollars. 

Mr. HENN. We have already appropriated 
this session $6,000,000 for the construction of six 
new steamships. That makes $15,000,000. Now, 
I would ask the gentleman, how much moreis to 


| be appropriated this session for the Navy? 
i Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman is mistaken as 


to the amount appropriated by the bill provid- 


|| ing for the construction of six new steamships. 


Three millions of dollars, and not $6,000,000 was 
the amount appropriated; and that money was 
directed by the act to be for the construction ‘of 
these steam frigates, and no other purpose. That 
does not diminish the amount of expenditure re- 
quired to keep up your Navy. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I rise to a question of 
order. i 

Mr. HENN, 


I am opposing the amendment 


il gentle rom Mis i i 
' 82,009; one clerk of the yard $2,000; one clerk tothe cam. ' of the gentleman from Missouri, and am in order 


me clerk to the storekeeper $2,000 ; one <i 


Mr. MACDONALD. That amendment was 
opposed by the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. HENN. Ihave said all that I desired to 
say. My object was that the committee should 
know how much we haveappropriated and are to 
appropriate to the Navy. 

The question was then taken on Mr. PuEnps’s 
amendment; and it was adopted. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. JI move to amend 
the bill by adding after the following paragraph: 

“For provisions for commission, warrant, and petty 


:| officers and seamen, including engineers and marines at- 


| tached to vessels for sea-service, $586,200,” 


| these words: 
| Batno intoxieating liquors shall be provided fora bever- 


| Lhope, sit, that the committee will bear with 
‘me in my folly—my characteristic folly—of en- 
| deavoring to make things better than we find them. 
The most common objection to reforms is, that 
we should take things as we find them. I admit, 
| that we should. But, Ladd, that we should labor 
to leave them better than we find them. 

The armies and navies of the world are nurseries 


July 25, 


of «drunkenness: and. drunkenness. is the. causes 
yore than all other causes put together, of the in- 
subordinations, troubles, crimes, which abound in 
armies and “navies. To this appalling. fact the 
‘American Army. and. Navy. constitute. no excep- 
tion. “Now, the bill before us proposes no change 
än this respect. On the contrary, it would have 
this! evil go on, after the. old fashion. 
‘amendment, which I have -offered, proposes a 
radical change In this respect; and a change no 
less blessed than radical. : l 

All are aware that, in every department and em- 
ployment, sober men are, more to be relied on 
than drunken men, and are better and happier 
men... This is as true of sailors and soldiers, as 
of any other men. How carefully, then, should 


But the | 


order to sustain. sinking nature. In the shape of 


toddy, for instance. . [Laughter.} < f 
` Now; 1am very ready to concede, as all of us will 
be, that the honorable gentleman from New York 
has a most expanded benevolence. He really has 
endeavored, and most steadily endeavored, to vio- 
late the laws.of God, as I conceive, in making in- 
ferior beings the equals. of superiors.: We can all, 
therefore, concur in opinion, and I do most heart- 
ily, indeed, concur in it, as to the benevolent field 
in which the gentleman delights to roam. Ihave no 
sort of doabt—none in the world, the honorable 
gentleman is animated by the purest motives and 
principles that can animate men. But, Lask him if 
he does not know that a little of these intoxicating 
liqaors gives unwonted and powerful develop- 


ing that clause of the bill... Idesire to offer, at the 
end of the following clauses: : ° j 

For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, and alt 
the civil establishments at the: several navy-yards.and sta- 
tions, $115,350, - E 
this proviso: 


Provided, That in settling the accounts of the Jate navy 
agent at Memphis, the sum of $2,964 59, already received 
by him, and passed to his eredit upon. the books of the 
Treasury Department, shall not be deducted from his salary 
as acting purser, provided for by an act making appropri- 
ations for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1853. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
the gentleman that the committee have passed the 
clause of the bill to which he alludes, and that it 
is not in order to go back. p 

Mr. SOLLERS. l am aware that it is not, but 


Government refrain from whatever might encour- ;| 
age intemperate habits in their sailors and soldiers ! 
How steadfastly should we refuse the folly and | 
the sin, of putting the cup of woe and ruin and 
death to their lips! 

Would we have our armed vessel carry, where- 
ever she may go, high evidence of the strength 


ment to the physical energies of man? Does he 
not know that if he stops short of drankenness, a 
man under the influence of generous drink, has 
double powers ? 

But, as on this subject, the gentleman has un- 
dertaken the work of reform. Task him if from 
his experience, he is not perfectly aware, that 


Í hope I shall have the unanimous consent of the 
committee to offer it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
That is evidently a private claim. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Does the Chair rule the 


and wisdom of America? Then let it be a tem- 
perance vessel, Were the world to know, that 
the American Army and Navy are divorced from 
rum, the world would be impressed with the 
strength and wisdom of America, as it never 
yet has been. Would we make our Army and 
Navy a far greater terror to our enemies than they 
otherwise can be? Then let us make them a cold 
water Army and Navy. t 

But, sir, we do not wish our Navy to harm the 
world. We wish it to bless the world. We 
would rather have it exert a redeeming moral in- 
fluence than find occasion to wield its physical 
force, Then, sir, let our ships of war, whatever 
lands they may visit, be to those lands temperance 
lecturers... Such temperance lecturers would move 
the world, and bless the world. Would that our 
ships of war might undergo this transformation! 
Little occasion would there then be for the ordi- 


there are in the world more gluttons than drunk- 
ards, and if he does not also know that gluttony 
is more destructive to animal life and morality 
than drunkenness itself ? 

However, I am perfectly willing myself to see 
the amendment adopted, although, in my opinion, 
the object is one of very questionable value and 
utility. Still, as the gentleman from New York, 
who is a peace man, proposes to make the Army 
and Navy of the United States terrors to the 


world, in that view of the subject the question is |; Nl r t 
: 1852, without deducting the money which he has 


conclusive. And although E am opposed to inter- 
fering with the question, still I am willing to se- 
cure the end proposed by creating terrors to evil- 
doers in the shape of a temperance Army and 
temperance Navy. 

I have made these remarks, Mr. Chairman, 
withoutany purpose of seriously engaging in the 
discussion. I would be very glad, however, to 


| derstand that it is a private claim at all. 


amendment out of order upon the ground that it 
is a private claim, or because it was not offered in 
time? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules it out of 
order upon the ground that it is fora claim not 
authorized by law. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1 do not un- 
It is to 
authorize the Auditor of the Treasury to settle 
the accounts of this navy agent under the law of 


already received under that law. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise toa question of order. 
The Chair has decided this amendment to be out 
of order, and it is not debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ken- 
tucky was making a statement of facts upon which 
the Chair will judge whether the amendment is in 
order or not. 


ee S 


i 
i 
i 
; 
i 


nary offices of a navy. 

Adopt my amendment, sir, and let it become a 
law, and five years will not pass away, before 
liquor rations will cease from the Army, as well as 
from the Navy: and ten years willnot pass away, 


have a vote taken on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York, so as that we may see to 
what extent the Flouse is determined to carry 
these temperance doctrines. 

(Cries of ‘ Question !’? « Question !”’] 


Mr. STANTON. Thelast Navy appropriation 
bill contained a provision giving the Navy agent . 
at Memphis the pay of a purser. But,in settling . i 
his accounts, the Auditor decided that there must 


before both the Army and Navy will be purged of 
drunkards, For by that time, we shall, in that 
case, refuse to enlist drunkards either into the 
Army or Navy. And then, sir, thousands of 
fathers and mothers will bless God, and bless you, 
for the precious reform, which you shall this day 
have begun, They will remember you with grat- 
itude and love. For they will then hope, that 
if their sons shall enter the Army or Navy, they 
will, nevertheless, escape drunkenness. Ant the 
hope that their children will not be drankards, is 
a precious hope to every right-hearted parent—as 
precious to every good parental heart, as the ap- 
prehension, that they will be drunkards, is with- 
ering to such a heart. 

And should it be so, sir, that our Army and 
Navy shall be freed from the curse of rum-drink- 
ing, our hope will then be quickened, that the 
whole country will be freed from this curse. Judges 
and law-makers will be ashamed to drink rum, 
when our sailorsand soldiers have ceased to drink 
jt; and who else will not, then, be ashamed to 
drink it? If only for the happy reflex influence 
upon ourselves of our attempts to introduce this 


reform into the Army and Navy, these attempts |) 


would be well paid for. . 

(Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would ask the 
gentleman from New York, if he does not know 
that liquor is sometimes used as a medicine ? 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. 


scribing itas medicine. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
as I understand, denies all provision for the use 
of intoxicating liquors. 

(Cries of  Notatall!? ‘ Only asa beverage!” 
“ Read the amendment !”] 


The amendment was again read for informa- aa, 
i and FLorexce were appointed. 


tion. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


Certainly; and i! 
o full rds against pro- AnaS 
my amendment very carefulygha 8 5 i| ment, and hope it will not be adopted. 


The amendment, j 


Well, now, Mr. |! 
Chairman, let us take the amendment as it stands. | 
It proscribes the use of intoxicating liquors as i 


Mr. FLORENCE. I ask the gentleman from 
New York to modify his amendment in the mań® 
ner which I am about to propose. 

{Loud cries of ** Question !”’ Question !’7] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I do not intend to debate 
it. L merely ask to modify the proposition of the 
gentleman from New York. 

{Renewed cries of “ Question !”? Question !”? 
and ‘* Move an amendment !’’] 


Mr. FLORENCE. I cannot get the chance of | 


moving an amendment. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 


lowing: 


And no officer shall be allowed to use intoxicating liquors 
except for medicine. 


The amendment proposed by the gentleman 


from New York is simply to abolish the grog ii 


rations; but it does not prohibit the officers from 


pose it is not, judging from the feeling of the 
committee—it is unfair; because itis justas right 
and faie that ‘Jack?’ should have his grog, as 


: that the officer in his cabin should have his wine. 
If the one is to be prohibited, it is but justness | 


and fairness that the prohibition should extend to 


| the officers, and prohibit them from filling their | 
i cabins with wine and liquors. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Iam opposed to the amend- 


The question was taken upon the amendment to 
the amendment; and it was agreed to. 
The question recurring upon the amendment, as 


i amended, 


Mr. WHEELER called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER 


|—ayes 71, noes 50. 


| effect of the amendment. 
| appropriate a single cent. 


I move to |! 


amend the amendment by adding thereto the fol- |! Pee p : 
ito change existing law, the petitioner has his 


‘remedy before the proper accounting officers of 
i the Treasury. 
| this is not the proper place, and the Chair decides 


be deducted from his salary some commissions 
which he had received as navy agent. This 
amendment is simply to authorize the Auditor of 
the Treasury to settle his accounts without de- 
ducting these little commissions which he has al- 
ready received, and to which he was entitled un- 
der the law passed two years ago. That is the 
It does not propose to 


r. JONES, of Tennessee. Then its effect is 
to repeal the law passed at the last Congress. 
Mr. STANTON, Not at all. 
Mr. JONES. Then let us have the law read. 
The CHAIRMAN. If theamendment be not 


If it be to change existing law, 


he amendment to begut of order. 
Mr. STANTON. According to my construc- 


1 i I 0 j| tion it is not a change of the law, but only to make 
carrying wine and liquors among theirstores. Hf; 


the first amendment is to be adopted—and 1 sup- |} 


the law effective. The law is as follows: 
“And the navy agent at Memphis, for the time daring 


| which he bas performed or may perform the duties of purser, 
i in addition to his own, shall be allowed and paid the annual 


salary ofa purser on duty at navy-yards of the second class, 


i which shall not be in audition to his commission, but ia 
! Heu thereof,?? 


Up to the time this law passed he was receiving 
commissions as navy agent. He had one per cent. 
on all moneys disbursed by him. The intention 
of the law was that he should receive the pay of 


; purser, he doing duty in both offices at the same 


time. When his commissions were paid him, they 
were deducted out of what Congress allowed him 
by this law. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman take 
an appeal from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr.STANTON. Certainly I do. 

Mr. FLORENCE. f demand tellers on the 
appeal. j 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Stuart, of 
Michigan, and Sotiers, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the decision of the 


Mr. SOLLERS. I have an amendment which |! Chair was sustained, the tellers having reported— 
ayes 78, noes 41. 
Mr. PHELPS. {am instructed by the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means to move to strike out 


i 

H 

| 

| 

i 
{| The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
| 

| 


beverages. We know that beverages are provided ij 
for the sick. We know that it is very often the | I am aware is a little out of order to offer at the 
case, in instances of extreme debility, that these |} point of the bill to which it applies; but it escaped 


| 
| 
| 
| 
So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to, | 
| 
i 
liquors are prescribed and given as beverages, in || my attention when the committee were consider- 
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the words “f one hundred and sixty” and insert 
in lieu thereof the words “five hundred and thirty- 
two” in the following clause: 

For repairs of vessels in ordinary, and for wear and tear 
of vessels in commission, including fuel and purchase of 
hemp, $2,164,950. 

I briefiy explained the object of the amendment 
when I was addressing the committee before. This 
amendment is rendered necessary in consequence 
of the increased expenses of the Japan expedi- 
tion. [t proposes to increase the item in the bill 
$370,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


following amendment: 


And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby required to pur- 
chase supplies of hemp for the Navy by contraet, for such 
periods, not exceeding five years, as he may deem expe- 
dient, giving such contract to the Jowest responsible bidder, 
after due advertisement : Provided, That in all cases pref- 
erence shall be given to persons proposing to furnish Ame 
ican water rotted hemp at prices not exceeding thos 
proposed for foreign hemp: sind provided also, That the 
test, as now applied, shall be raised frow four thousand 
pounds to four thousand four hundred pounds upon the 
rope of one and three-fourth inches in cireumierence. 


I offer the 


It is hardly necessary for me to say anything | 


more in reference to this amendment; but 1 will 


simply call the attention of the committee to the | 


fact that it does not propose to purchase Ameri- 
can hemp at a higher price than the foreign article 
can be bought for; but it proposes simply to give 


the preference to American hemp at the same | 


price, and at the same time it proposes to raisethe 
test from four thousand pounds to four thousand 
four hundred pounds. la the remarks 1 made a 
litle while ago, I stated that when American 
hemp—— 

Mr. BOCOCK. lam very sorry to interrupt 
the gentleman, but I desire to see the same rules 
of order applied to one gentleman that are applied 
to another. Iraise the question of order, and ask 
if the amendment he proposes is not to change 
an existing law in referènce to the purchase of 

emp. 

Mr. STANTON. Every appropriation that has 
been made, in reference to the purchase of hemp, 
has been made in an appropriation bili of this kind, 
This provision has express reference to an appro- 
priation for the purchaseof hemp. It is certainly 
competent for the committee to direct the mode in 
which hemp shall be purchased. It is by no 
means out of order. 


The CHAIRMAN, Will the gentleman from 


Tennessee state whether or not, under the exist- ! 


ing law, the Secretary of the Navy is required to 
purchase American hemp? 


Mr. STANTON. There is a law already ex- | 


isting, which authorizes him to purchase it in the 
open market. The only difference is, that I pro- 
pose that he shall enter into a contract, after 
due“advertisement, with th®lowest bidder offer- 
ing bids forall kinds of hemp, foreign and Ameri- 
can; and giving preference to American hemp, at 
the same prices as foreign, That is perfectly le- 
gitimate in connection with this bill, It is not 
anything in the shape of a proposition to increase 
the pay of officers, which would not be in order. 
It isa very different proposition. It isone which 
connects itself directly with the appropriation for 
the purchase of hemp; directing the manner in 
which that appropriation shall be expended. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to 
overrule the point of order raised by the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Bococx,] on the ground that 
the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee 
merely points out the mode in which the hemp is 
to be purchaged. 


Mr. BOCOCK. Overrules it on the grounds 


laid down by’ the gentleman from Tennessee, | 


although the amendmentdoes change the existing 
law in relation to the mode of purchasing hemp. 
[Cries of ** Order!”? «Order! ”] ` 
Mr. STANTON. 


was ruled in order because it came from me. 
on bills of this kind. 


the particular appropriation. 
to the conditions adapted in relation to the super- 
intendencies of the armories, and to the various 


I think that the gentleman i! 
from Virginia [Mr. Bococx] was hardly respect- |! 
ful to the Chair in stating that this oe ji 
think it is jast such a provision’as has been over | 
and over egain adopted in Committee of the Whole © 
! It is such an one as was | 
adopted within a few days past in the Army ap- ;; 
propriation biil, changing the law in reference to | 
l need refer only : 


|} discretion to contract for one year, or for any | 


| other provisions which have been always adopted 
in bills of this kind. 

But the question is here, whether we shall give 
to the grower of American hemp a fair chance | 
with the grower of foreign hemp, or whether the i 
trade shall be kept in the hands of several gentle- 


i 


tain gentlemen in the Navy Department. I do 
not allude to the Secretary of the Navy, and I do 
not know whether improper influences have been | 
exerted at all, only I have heard it. The ques- 
| tion is, I say, whether we shali give the trade to | 
| those gentlemen who have influence enough to | 
| procure the purchase from them of hundreds of ; 
| tons of foreign hemp at prices higher than have | 
been ever given for American hemp; or whether, | 

| by fairly publishing for proposals, we shall give 
the American grower of hemp an equal chance |} 
i With the foreign grower. That is the question || 
: submitted by this amendment; and | think no! 
| gentleman can find any valid objection to it. ! 
| Mr. PHELPS. The amendment, if I under- ; 
|i stand it correctly, provides that the contract for | 
į water-rotted hemp shall be made for five years. | 
i {To Mr. Srawron.) Is that the terms of the | 
amendment? i 
Mr. STANTON. Theamendmentrestricts the ! 
contracts to five years, within the discretion of the | 
Secretary of the Navy. | 
Mr. PHELPS. Yes; for such period, not ex- hi 
ceeding five years, as the Secretary of the Navy || 
may deem expedient. In other words, the con- / 
| tract is to be given for five years, That will be: 
_ the construction given to it. j 
And now I wish to call the attention of the com- | 

mittee to one fact in connection with this five years’ 
contract. In consequence of the war that is now | 
: raging in Europe the price of hemp has been con- | 
siderably increased. If, therefore, the Secretary | 


i 
| 
| 
j 
| 
! 
i 
| 
t 
| 


posals for the supply of hemp for the term of five 
years, the contract would be taken at the present | 
exorbitant price of hemp, notwithstanding that if | 
peace should be restored within that time the price 
of hemp would be greatly reduced. I know that: 
| it has been for some years past the custom to have | 
| the Secretary of the Navy buy water-rotted hemp | 
|| for the use of the Navy. I approve of that course. | 
Yet with ali the inducements that have been held | 
out to the hemp-grower to supply water-rotted | 
|; hemp for the use of the Navy, but a very small į 
; quantity has been ever purchased of that grown | 
j| in this country, Thereis buta very small supply. | 
There are but a few growers and manufacturers of 
water-rotted hemp; and if you make a contract at 
this time for five years, and make the contract with | 
an American producer, you wil] givea much higher | 
price for the hemp than that which would be paid 
i by the Secretary of the Navy if he should pur- 
chase year by year, as the exigencies of the ser- 
vice might require. Itis for this reason that I am 
opposed to the amendment. i 
But the object can be accomplished under the ; 
; present law. Ifan American proposes to furnish | 
: hemp at as cheap a rate as foreign hemp can be | 
; procured, the Secretary of the Navy can make i 
' the contract with him under the existing law. 


tract to the lowest bidder. Heis, of course, in | 
: strength of the hemp, and state where it is to be 
delivered. The advertisernent is published in the 
; papers throughout the country, and those who 
i are disposed to compete in the furnishing of the 
Navy with water-rotted hemp haveail the advant- | 
ages under the existing law, that they would 
have under the proposed amendment. ‘The Amer 
ican grower can come forward and make his bid 


a 
ji 
i 

it 


will be accepted ! 
: Mr. SKELTON. I move tastrike out * five” 
: and insert “one,” so asto make the contracts ex- 


year to yearare the best for the country under the ! 


the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. PueLrrPs,] are |! 
sufficient to satisfy us of the propriety of the |! 
amendment w i have offered. . if 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. f am opposed | 
to this amendment offered by the gentleman from | 
New Jersey, for the reason that the proviso, as it 
| now stands, gives to the Secretary of the Navya | 


i 


men in Boston, who may have influence over cer- || 


igi 


of the Navy should advertise at this time for pro- || 


i 
Under that law he is required to award the con- || 


making the contract, to take into consideration the |! 


knowing that the prqposition of the lowest bidder | 


tend only for one year. [think that contracts from i 


circumstances, It is sufficient to test this experi- | 
ment of growing hemp; and the reasons stated by | 


t 


i gervatory. 


period between that and five years: “I am willing. 
| to trust the Secretary of the Navy, believing. he 
will do what is best and right. Pa 
l say now to the gentleman from Missouri, 
{Mr. PueLrs,] who comes from a hemp-growing 
region, that the reason, and.the sole reason, why 
you find the singular fact that-not a single pound 
of American hemp was purchased during the last 
year from the West, is, that persons manufactur- 
ing the water-rotted hemp have no assurance that 
it will be taken by the Department. But give them 
the assurance of a fair contract, and they will 
manufacture it, and in sufficient quantities to sup- 
ply the wants of the Government... But a few 
years ago a quantity of water-rotted hemp was 
sent to Boston, and it was refused and rejected, in 
express violation of the contract under which it 
was delivered, when it was a better article than 
that which was afterwards purchased by the Gov- 
ernment. 
Mr. PHELPS. Does the gentleman allude to 
the David Myerle case? i 
Mr. STANTON. Ido. . 
Mr. PHELPS. I know he came into the State 
of Missouri to induce the hemp-growers to em- 
bark in that business; but he failed in it? * a 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Will the gentleman. 
from Tennessee state by whom the. contracts to 
which he fas referred are made? | 
Mr.STANTON, By the Bureau of Construc- 
tion and Repairs, | presume. ; 
Mr. FLORENCE.. Was it the Myerle hemp? 
Mr. STANTON. Yes. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. Thecontract was made by 
a board of navy commissioners. i 
Mr. STANTON. [think it is fair, and sub- 
ject to no valid objection, to leave this matter, as 
| to the length of time for which the contract shall 
| be made, to the discretion of the Secretary of the 
| Navy. Ifthe condition of things at the present 
| time is such as to make hemp unusually high, of 
course the Secretary will contract for a shorter 
time. He will do what the interest of the Gov- 
ernment requires, so as fairly to carry out the 
objects of this bill, nant 
Mr. BRIDGES. Which is best in quality, 
Russian or American water-rotted hemp? 
Mr. STANTON, I will say to the gentleman, 
and the recordsof the Department will show, that 
specimens of American water-rotted hemp have 
been furnished, which, upon experiment, under- 
went a higher test than any foreign hemp, 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
fhe amendment to the amendment was disa- 
greed to. 2 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I propose, before 
the vote is taken upon the amendment offered by 
my colleague, to amend by striking out from that 
amendment so much as proposes to advertise the 
purchase of thelowest bidder. I believethe whole. 
system of low bidding for supplies to the Govern- 
ment is fraught with much evil. If you have offi- 
cers who are trustworthy at all, itis much better 
to send them into the market and allow them to 
purchase such articles ag are needed, than to un- 
dertake to purchase from the lowest bidder, judging 
| from samples. Let them go into the market when 
supplies are wanted, and purchase such as are 
wanted at the market price. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 
The question then recurred upon the amend- 


‘| ment, as amended; and being taken, the amend- 


| ment was disagreed to, 

When the following clauses of the bill were 
read: 

For the purchase of nautical instruments required for the 
i use of the Navy, for repairs of the same, and also of astro- 
nomi¢al instruments, $10,500. 

For the purchase of nautical books, maps, and charts, 
| and for backing and binding the same, 312,500, 

Mr. BOCOCK said: I have a very simple 
amendment to offer. It is, that these two items 
be united in one. It would then read: 

For the purchase of nautical instruments required for the 
i use of the Navy, for repairs of the same, and also of astro- 
nomical instruments; for the purchase of nautical bonka, 
maps, and charts, and for backing and binding the same, 
23,000, 

I will briefly state the object of the amendment, 
which has been offered at the request of Lieuten- 
‘ant Maury, who has charge of the National Ob- 
A certain amount is appropriated for 
the purchase of books for that institution, anda 
certain cther arnount for the purchase of nautical 
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ments. Now, sir, at the commencement of 
ar they cannot tell how many books they will 
want, how many will have to be bound, and how 
many backed. They do not know how many in- 
‘struments they: will want. It may turn out that 
more.books.and fewer instruments will be wanted 
than were estimated for; or it may turn out that 
more instruments and fewer books will be wanted; 
and without increasing the amount, I propose to 
lump. both clauses into one.. Then Lieutenant 
Maury can expend it for books or instruments, as 
he may deem proper. It does not increase the 
amount.at all. : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It does not in- 
crease the amount at all, but it gives a large dis- 
cretion to Lieutenant Maury. He can apply the 
whole $23,000 either for books, or instruments, 
and then come here and tell us that he has applied 
it for books, and has bought no instruments which 
are absolutely necessary, and ask for additional 
appropriations. Here are his own estimates, and 
if he finds that $12,000 is not enough for books, 
and binding, and backing them, let him make his 
estimate in the deficiency bill for what will be 
enough.. If le finds that $10,500 is not enough 
for the purchase of instruments, let him send in 
his deficiency estimate for the deficiency bill. 

Mr. BOCOCK. If the appropriation-for books 
be not enough for the purpose, will he not have to 
come and ask for the deficiency, when, perhaps, 

~there is an unexpended balance for instruments in 
his hands? If my amendment be adopted, he will 
not have to come here; he can take the unexpended 
balance for instruments and apply it for the pur- 
chase of books. 


Mr. JONES. We always do best when we | 


make our appropriations specific. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. HAVEN. I offer the following amend- 
ment, not by direction of the committee; for I take 
it that the committee is against me: 

Insert: 


To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the salary i! 
of Professor James P. Espy, for the current fiscal year, end- 
ing 30th June, 1855, $2,000; payment to be made in the | 


game manner and under like control as former appropria- 
tions for meteorological observations. 


Mr. PHELPS. 
on the amendment. 

Mr. HAVEN. Let me state just why I think 
the amendment is in order. Similar appropria- 
tions are to be found in the Navy appropriation 
billa for the last three or four years, You will 
find it referred to in the report of the Secretary of 


the Navy, President’s message and accompanying |; 
On page 393 the committee |; 
will find a letter from Professor Espy, from which |i 
After detailing the |! 
duties which he has performed in reference to || the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of | 
collecting and collating meteorological observations |, ` 
that have been made at the military posts in the | 
country, he uses the following language in his- 


documents, page 302. 


l will read a short extract. 


letter to the Secretary of the Navy: 


“I have already finished collating the years 1849, 1850, j 
and 1851, with the exception of the third quarter of 1849, | 


and the third quarter of 185. These quarters £ shall finish 


by the end of the present year, and if’ you so direct, the re- || 
port for these three years can then be handed into Con- | 
But I respectfully suggest that a report on this sub- |) 
ject would be greatly increased in valne by even a small | 
increase of time contained in it; and I should be pleased if i 


gress. 


you would alow. the report to be withheld from Congre 
tilt its second session, at which time the year 1852 would 
embodied in it”? 


This man has been regularly and continuously | 
employed; and you will find, in the cases referred |: 
to, that the Secretary of the Navy has made the f 

ou | 
will find, by referring to page 112, that this appro- | 


recommendations of which | have spoken. 


that year, but for the year_previous. In the act 


cise way in which it has been made in every par- į: 
I now offer this amendment, be- ; 


ticular case. 


wish to perform that trust faithfully, as it is an ap- 
propriation which Í think ought to be made. It is 
certainly one which has been adopted as an armend- 
ment to this bill for the last half dozen years, 
The CHAIRMAN. TheChair would inquire 
whether the office was established by law? 


ł 


I rise to a question of order |! 


“Mi HAVEN. Certainly; and this man is in 


the employment of the Government. He is now 
engaged in making a report... ,. j 

Mr. PHELPS. I differ. with the gentleman as 
to the fact whether the office was established by 
law. LTadmit that in two or three naval appro- 
priation bills an amendment was passed making 
provision for the. prosecution of meteorological 
surveys, but those appropriations were only made 
from year to year. ‘here is no such officer pro- 
vided for by law. His term of office expired the 
ist of July, and there is no law providing for the 
continuation or further prosecution of these mete- 
orological surveys. It is for these reasons that I 
raise the question of order. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will not say whether I am 


| right or wrong in reference to this matter; but Ido 


say that for aseries of years appropriations have 


| been made from year to year for this purpose, con- 


tained precisely in the same words as my amend- 
ment. This man isin the publicemployment—— 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Willthegentleman 
say whether the office of Mr. Espy, who used to 
be called the Storm King, is an office created by 
law ? 
Mr. HAVEN: The question which my friend 


from Virginia puts me has reference to the desig- | 


nation of the man that fills the office—Storm King, 
as he says—rather than to the employment in 
which he is engaged. 1 cannot say whether there 
is such an office as the head of a bureau of mete- 


| orological surveys, but I do understand that the į 


law has made provision for this office. I have 


pointed to the place where provision is made, for | 
i the office, and for paying the man who has been 


employed under the law to fill it. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


ther. When the Secretary of the Navy called the 


| attention of the House to this matter—— 


(Loud cries of “ Order? “* Order!”’) 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. HAVEN. 


Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
There is an appeal pending; and no debate is in 
order. 

Mr. STANTON. I desire to make a sugges- 
tion. This is in continuation of works which 
have already been commenced. These observa- 
tions have been carried on for a series of years. 

(Cries of “ Question !? ‘Question !?’} 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, ‘Shall 


the committee?” 


The question was taken, and the decision of the | 


Chair was not sustained; there being, on a count, 


i only thirty-one in the affirmative. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the! 
| amendment submitted by the gentleman from New 


York, (Mr. Haven. ] 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
amend the amendment by adding: 
Provided, That the hemp agents appointed for Kentucky 


act. 


Mr. HAVEN. I hope the gentleman will not | 
mix up hemp with my amendment. It does not, 
, hang on. i 

Mr. STANTON. The hemp agents in those | 
States are now unnecessary. They have not pur- : 
chased a pound of hemp for the last few years, i! 
priation of $2,000 a year was not only made for |! and will not purchase a pottnd for the next five | 

i years. | will, however, withdraw my amend- |! 


of the last session, at page 221, you will find that |; ment. 


the same appropriation was made, and in the pre- |; 


Mr. WALSH. 


erages. 


{Laughter.] 


Mr. FLORENCE. |} move to amend the clause | 
' by striking out the word ‘three’? and inserting | 
‘the word * four;?? so that it shall read: 


For the wages of persons employed at the Observatory 


and Hydrographical Office, viz: one lithographer, one in- 


strument maker, two watchmen, and one porter, $4,160. 
There are employed at the National Observa- 
tory ` 


| ing: 


If the Chair understands į; 
i the facts of the case, this was a special service for | 
i| which the appropriation was made; and the ser- 
| vice and officgexpires with the exhaustion of the 
| appropriation’ The amendment would not, there- 
|| fore, be in order under the rule established. 

Mr. HAVEN. Allow me to say one thing fur- : 
|! an amendment to enablethe Secretary of the Navy 


I do; and I desire simply to | 
|! say that ever since I have been in this Flouse—— 


i 

j 

| 

| 
| [Mr. Haven,] by increasing the appropriation one 
j 

| 

i 

| 

i 


and Missouri be dispensed with after the passage of this | 


s I move to amend the amend- |’ 
l: ment by adding the following: i 
Provided, That no portion of the said amount be appro- |; 


. $ : i: priated for the purchase of intoxicating liquors for bev- |i 
cause my friend from Georgia, [Mr. Srernens,] l ee MINE od j: 


who is my colleagueupon the Committeeof Ways |; 
and Means, told me that he had always attended | 
to it, and he intrusted itto my hands now. I; 


< The: CHAIRMAN.. The Chair rules the 
amendment outof order, as not being germane to 
the pending amendment. aes ` 
Mr. WALSH. ` I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. ` a ; 
The question being, ‘Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 
it was put, and decided in the affirmative. 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
Mr. HAVEN. [rise to a question of order. 
We have passed from that clause of the bill and 
gone to another. Š ` 
| Mr. FLORENCE. Then I will put my amend: 
| ment in another shape. I move toamend by "O 


And to increase the pay of the lithographer and ‘two 
watchmen employed at the National Observatory, $1,000. 


Mr. HAVEN. 1 propose, if the gentleman 


| will allow me, to say that his amendment does not 


trouble my amendment, and perhaps it will be 
better to take the question upon my amendment 
first, and then offer his amendment. : 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then we will have passed 
from the clause. But I have no objection to do 
so, if my amendment will come in «immediately 
after the gentleman’s amendment is voted on: I 
will now briefly state the reason why I offer the 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is that amend- 
ment in order. I submit that it is an expenditure 
not authorized by law? I make that point of 
order.. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
point of order is well taken, and he therefore de- 
cides the amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Why, Mr. Chairman, is it 
not in order to strike out 43,000” and insert 
«44,0002? That is my motion, and I intended to 


| 
l 
, have stated that the object was to increase the com- 
| pensation of these officers. : 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 


!| amendment is not in order. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Is it notin order to offer 
to increase the compensation of certain officers of 
the Navy? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the amendment contains an appropriation not au- 
thorized by existing law, and is, therefore, not in 


order. . 

Mr. FLORENCE. I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, 

The question ‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee??? was 
taken, and the decision of the Chair was sus- 
tained. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 
the amendment of the gentleman from New York, 


I move to amend 


dollar. $ 
I have moved the amendment merely for the 
purpose of enabling me to ask one or two ques- 
tions, to which I ask the attention of the gentle- 
man from New York. There is now an officer 
employed by the Smithsonian Institution whose 
| duty it is to receive and to make all these mete- 


i orological calculations, and to report upon them. 
I propose to || 


Reports are sent from all the different military 
stations in the country to him. He is employed 


| at present in getting out a work upon this subject 


at the expense of the Smithsonian Institution. 


| ; 

| What I want to know is, whether these are the 
| same services upon,which Professor Espy is em- 
!| ployed? 


Mr. HAVEN. I can only answer the gentle- 
man by reference to the documents. I know 
nothing of the computations of the Smithsonian 
Institution; but I doubt not the gentleman is cor- 


‘ rect in what he states. 


Here is Professor Espy’s letter: 


Irvine HOTEL, WASHINGTON, ? 
September 8, 1853. 
Ste: Jn answer to your letter of the 6th instant, request- 
ing me to “furnish you a report of my labors, and their re- 
sults,connected with meteorological observations conducted 


s 


i) by me, under the direction of the Navy Department, during 
|, the past year,” I have to report progress as follows: 


During the year, asin several former years, Thave had 
access t0 all the meteorological journals kept at the various 


|) military posts by order of the surgeon general, and to all 
|) the journals procured by the Smithsonian Institution, which 


are very numerous, and embrace a very wide extent of ter- 


| ritory, which, united to the journals of my own correspond- 


ents, furnish the means, such as the world never possessed 


ing laws which apply to their origin, the direction and 
velocity of their motion, in the United States; the direction 


f 

| 

| before, ofgeneralizing the phenomena of storms, and educ- 
i 

i 
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and violence of the wind in different parts of the storm at 
the same time ; the state of the barometer in the storm and 
around its borders; the causes which produce these phe- 
nomena; and the means of predicting, in ail great storms 
of dangerous violence, their approach in time to prepare 
for them. How much of ail this I have already done, and 
how much remains to be done, and with what prospect of 
success, you will judge by examining my previous reports 
to the Department. 

The plan which I adopted in those reports, in collating 
the meteorological journals, was, to exhibit to the eye, on 
skeleton maps of the United States, the various phenomena 
of the winds and rains and barometric fluctuations, by ap- 
propriate symbols, so that, by a glance, it might be seen 
where a storm was raging, how far it extended, in what 


direction, and with what violence the wind blew in its ji 


borders, and beyond; how the barometer stood within and 
beyond its borders; and bow far, and in what direction, the 
center of the storm had moved by the next day at the same 
hour. This plan I have not seen proper to change in the 
report now in progess for the Department. ! 
I have already finished collating the years 1649, 1850, and 
1851, with the exception of the third quarter of 1849, and the 
third qnarter of I85L. These quarters Í shali finish by the end 
of the present years and, if you so direct, the report for 
these three years can then be handed in to Congress. But 
F respectfully suggest that a report on this subject would 
be greatly increased in value by even a small increase of | 
time contained in it; and I should be pleased ify 
allow the report to be withheld froin Congress tili its second 


session, at which time the year 1851 would be embodied |! 
in it. (i x 
Whatever you direct me to do on this, shall be done to |! School at Annapolis. 


ahe best of my ability. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES P. ESPY. 
fon. J. ©. Dougin. 

These calculations are of very great service to 
science. They are the handmnaid to the great 
business in which Lieutenant Maury is engaged. | 
Tt seems that Professor Espy has access to the į 


journals kept at the various military stations in |: 


the country, to all the journals received by the 
Smithsonian Institution, and besides that, has a 
very large correspondence of his own from which 
he deduces his fucts, and reports to the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

Mr. STUART, by unanimous consent, with- ! 
drew his amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. Haven’s amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to move to strike 
from the enumeration in the bill of the purposes 
for which contitent expenses may accrue, the 
words ‘ furniture for Government houses.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to move to increase 
the appropriation for contingent expenses from 
$600,500 to $706,860. That was the estimate of 


u would |! 
! Naval School, and not at the navy-yard. 


the Secretary of the Navy, and, on reéxamination, 
the Committee of Ways and Means agreed to 
restore it. We believe it to be proper and right. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Ar. PENNINGTON, 
following: 
To enable the Seerctary of the Navy to test any improve 


I move to insert the 


ments in steam boilers, or any other steam machinery in `i 


reference to the coustruetion of steamers for the Navy of į 
the United States, as in his opinion may be calculated to | 
benefit the public service, $10,800. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
This is an appropriation not authorized by exist- : 
ing law. i 

Mr. PENNINGTON. There has been an 
appropriation made for the construction of six | 


naval steamers for the use of the United States į: 


Navy. The object of the amendment is to enable . 


the Secretary of the Navy to test such improve- i; 


ments in steamship machinery as may be sub-: 


i atthe Naval Academy at Annapolis, Mar 


I rise to a question of order ; Provided, That no part of thi 


For the erection and repair of buildings, for the improve- 
ment and preservation of the grounds, and for contingen- 
cies at the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, 
$39,678: Provided, That no part of this sam shal! be ex- 
pended until a contract, with security, to be approved by 
the Secretary of the Navy, be entered into for the comple- 


tion of a workshop, at a sum not exceeding $5,000, and 


herein provided for. 
Mr. SOLLERS. I move to strike out the pro- 
viso. My impression is, that the works ought to 


‘| go on as rapidly as possible; but if the proviso be 
| retained the work will be retarded, and hundreds 


of workmen, my constituents, will be thrown out 
of employment. 
shop being erected, at the expense of the Govern- 
ment; but I object to this proviso, as you will per- 


. ceive, from the reading of it, that all the worksin 
| process of erection will be obstructed until this 
: workshop is completed. That is doing manifest 


injury to the service. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
mistaken. 
olis. This proviso relates to the workshop at the 


The gentleman is 


Mr. SOLLERS. I know it is for the Naval 
I think I oughtto know, as 
Annapolis isin my district. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
from Maryland allow me to call bis attention to 


the fact that the proviso only requires that a con- 


i tract shall be made, and not that a workshop 


shall be erected? 


Mr. SOLLERS. I equally object to that. Ft 


will be some time before the contract can be com- | 


pleted. Now, there are works in progress which 
will be obviously and necessarily delayed until a 
contract is entered into by the Secretary of the 


| Navy with some contractors who choose to un- 


dertake the work. { desire that those works 
shall go on; and if they are to go on, and if it is 
necessary that they should be completed, you 


: have no right, nor is it your duty, to offer any 


obstruction to their completion. I can see no 
reason in the world why the works at present 
commenced at the Naval School at Annapolis 


; Should be obstructed until this contract is com- 
' pleted. 
: pleted? Is it limited to twelve months, two years, 


At what time is the contract to be com- 


Or five years? 
Mr. PHELPS. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man from Maryland an amendment, which I 


| think will accomplish the object he has in view, 
and that is: after the words ‘shall be expended,” ! 


the words ‘* for a workshop.” 
Mr. SOLLERS. 1 withdraw my motion to 


| strike out, and offer that amendment; and I also |; 


move to amend by striking out the words “ of a 


workshop,” in the laiter part of the clause, and H 


inserting in lieu thereof the words ‘ of the same.”’ 


The clause as it would stand, if amended, was !! 


then read, as follows: 
Por the erection and repair of buildings 


, for the improve- 
ment and preservation of the grounds, and fi si 


conungeucie: 
ad, £3967 
expended for a 


m shall bi 


workshop until a contract with 
the Secretary of the Navy, be entered into for the comple- 


| tion of the same, at a sum not exceeding $5,000, and herein 


provided for. 
The amendments were then agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer this amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the clause just read: 


For the purchase of Bartow’s planetarium for the use of |; 


| the Naval Academy at Annapolis, $2,000. 


mitted to him by machinists, artisans, and others. | 
Itdoes seem to me to bea very proper amendment | 


to this bill. ! 
The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the: 
Chair it would be a pertinent amendment to the 
bill authorizing the construction of these steam 
ships, but not to this bill. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. The Secretary of the 


Navy thinks the amendment a highly desirable |: 


one. I appeal from the decision of the Chair, | 


The question was taken; and the decision of the i! Mis 
: charge of this bill, 1 move that the committee do 


Chair was overruled, and the amendment decided 


to be in order. f 


The amendment was then agreed to. 
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I have no objection to a work- | 


It is for the Naval School at Annap- į 


| 
| 
| 


curity, to be approved by i 


|| The cofhmittee accordingly rose; and Mr. 
Fae öf Tennessee, having taken the ‘chair as 
| Speaker pro tempore, the Chairman of the commit- 
| tee reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
i| the state of the Union had had under considera- 
| tion the Union generally, particularly House bill 
No. 97, and had come to no conclusion thereon, 
Mr. BRIDGES moved that the House adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to. i 
The House thereupon (at twenty-five minutes 
past three o’clock, p. m.) adjourned tiil to-mor- 
row at eleven o’clock, a. m. ` 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepxespay, July 26, 1854. 


The House met at eleven o'clock, a. m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER appointed the following gentle- 
| men as a committee of conference, on the part of 
| the House, to meet a like committee of the Senate 
l! on the disagreeing votes on the amend ments of the 
| Senate to the Indian appropriation bill: Messrs. 
; Housron, Haven, and Grow. 

ii The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
‘is the motion submitted by the gentleman from 
| New York, (Mr. Jowgs,] to discharge the Com- 

| mitte on the Post Office and Post Roads from they 
i further consideration of certain memorials sent to 

i that committee, with a view to send the said 

|i memorials to the Committee on Public Lands, 

|; and on that proposition the gentleman from Virs 
ij ginia [Mr. Lercuer] has the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Nlinois. Will my 
|i friend from Virginia give way to me for one 
| moment ? 

i Mr2LETCHER. 1 will for a moment. 


CLERK TO INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 


| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. I ask the 
i unanimous consent of the House to allow the 
| special committee, appointed day before yester- 
day, a clerk for a few days, at the usual rate of 


H 
1 
i 
t 
i 
i 
i 
i 
} 
i 
i 
i 


| 
| 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
j 
i 
} 
i 
i 
| 


| 
| 


i 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


; compensation, 
Mr. WALSH. I object. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, It is impossible for the 


| committee to get along without a clerk. 1 move 
' to suspend the rules, to enable me to introduce a 
| resolution to that effect. 
| The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
|! Virginia yield the floor for that purpose? 
(| Mr. LETCHER. l merely yielded the floor 
| to hear the proposition of the gentleman from Dlie 
ois, and if there was no objection to it, to allow 
i him to introduce it. , < 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chair will only remark, 
'| that if the gentleman from Virginia yields the floor 
| for the purpose of allowing the gentleman from 
i []Unois to submit the motion, he loses the floor 
‘| altogether. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, Is there any objection to 
i 


i 
i 

t 

| 
1; n 
il 
jih 
i 

j] 

i 

l 


|| ject, on different sides of the House. , 
|” Mr. LETCHER. Then I cannot yield the 
i| floor. 

| Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman from 
“Virginia will yield me the floor for a moment to 
|| make a suggestion to the House. 

` Mr. LETCHER. 1 yield. 

'| Mr. PHELPS. l wish to say a word in rela- 


I offer the amendment under tHe direction of |: tion to the business to be transacted to-day. I 


the Committee of Ways and Means. It will be 
recollected by the committee, that a similar pro- 
vision was passed in the Army bill for the Military 
Academy at West Point. This instrument is 


much moreimportant fer a navai school than it is |} 


for a military one. 

The amendment wes agreed to. Å: 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, if my propo- 
sition should meet with the approbation of my 


i desire, as soon as I can get the floor for that pur- 
i| poses to submit a motion that the House resolve 
| itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
i! state of the Union, for the purpose of taking up 
` and proceeding with the consideration of the 


| Navy appropriation bill. It is important that the 


|i Senate should have it soon, in order to commence 


their deliberations upon it; and I believe that-in 


|| the course of two hours, if the House will go 


friend from Missouri, [Mr. Pueres,] who has |i into committee, we can dispose of that bill.. Lam 


now rise. _ 
The motion was agreed to. 


i} very desirous of taking it up before motions are 


| entertained to suspend the rules, forthe purpose 
i of patting bilis upon their passage. I hope the 


t 
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gentleman from Virginia will allow me to submit 
the motion at this moment. 

“{Cries of © Nol?” No P?] 

Mr. PHELPS. Will the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia yield? 


REPEAL OF THE MINNESOTA RAILRQAD BILL. 


‘Mr. LETCHER. [I cannot yield for that pur- 
pose: I gave notice some two or three days ago 
that Ushbuld offer a bill, at the first convenient 
opportunity, to repeal an act to aid the Territory 
of Minnesota in the construction of a railroad. I 
take this opportunity to offer that bill; and if it is 
objected to, T shall move to suspend the rules to 
enable me to introduce it. 

Several Mempers objected. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I move to suspend | 
the rules. : | 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from Virginia whether he is willing to | 
have the bill referred to the select committee which 

was appointed a day or two since? 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 do not see that there is | 
any necessity for its going there. 

Mr. PHELPS. l now ask the gentleman from 
Virginia to withdraw his motion at this time, and 
allow me to submit a motion that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. { make the request for 
this reason: if the question which the gentleman 
from Virginia brings forward at this time shall be 
taken up, I fear that its discussion will consume 
a good part of the day; and in such case the Navy 
bill will go over until another day. 

Mr. LETCHER. I cannot withdraw it. 
« Mr. PENNINGTON. I rise to a point of 
order. It is this: the gentleman from Virginia, 
leaving the floor for a specific purpose, has no 
right to occupy the floor for the purpose of sub- 
mitting a motion to suspend the rules for another | 
purpose. . | 

‘The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia | 
had the floor regularly, and he chose to abandon 
his first purpose, and submit a motion which any į 
other gentleman could have done, having obtained 
the floor regularly and in order. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. But he has yielded the | 
floor for another purpose. 

The SPEAKER. He has not yet yielded the 
floor at all. 

Mr. PENNINGTON, ‘Will the gentleman be 
entitled to the floor after this matter is disposed | 


of? 

The SPEAKER. He will not. He will have 
no more right to it than any other member, be- 
cause he has abandoned it. 

Mr. OLDS. I rise to a question of order; as 
to the order of business. The same morning 
that the gentleman from New York (Mr. Jones} 
submitted a motion to discharge the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial, by the unani- 
mous consent of the [louse after that motion was 
submitted, the post route bill was introduced, and | 
it seems to me, under the decision of the Chair, 
made last session, it takes precedence of alt other 
matters. 

Mr. TWEED. 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not recollect 
the history of the matter; but if that given by the 
Srna from Ohio be correct, the post route | 
bill is firat in order. 

Mr. OLDS. I am willing, however, that it 
should go over until to-morrow morning. 

The SPEAKER. It may go over by unani- 
mous consent. 


Mr. WALSH. I object. ! 
The SPEAKER. Then the bill must be taken ! 


upand read. The Chair is, however, informed | 


I object to the consideration of 


that the bill is in the hands of the printers, or the 
engrossing clerks, and not in the House. It will 
be for the House to say what they will do under į 
the circumstances. : 

Mr. OLDS. I move that the further consider- | 


ation of the bill be postponed until to-morrow į 
morning. 
The motion was agreed to. i 
Mr. LETCHER. I now call up my motion to | 
suspend the rules, to introduce the bill I have in- | 
dicated. . | 
The bill was read by its title, as follows: 


An act to repeal “ An act to aid the Territory of 


1 
i 
} 


Minnesota in the construction of a railroad there- 
in.” 

. The bil was then read in extenso. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois. I demand the 
yeas and nays upon the motion to suspend the 
rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Leren- 
ER’s motion; and there were—yeas 100, nays 60; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Ashe, Barksdale, Ben 
nett, Benson, Boeock, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Caskie, 
Chastain, Churchwell, Colquitt, Cox, Craige, Crocker, 
Curtis, Dawson$ Diek, Diekinson, Dowdell, Dunbar, Bd- 
mands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, 
Ewing, Faulkner, Fenton, Flagter, Franklin, Fuller, Gid- 
dings, Goode, GBodrich, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 
Haven, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kerr, Kitiredge, 
Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, MeCuitoch, MeMultin, 
McNair, McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, Millson, Morgan, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckbam, Bishop Perkins, 
Jolin Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Preston, Puryear, 
Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Ruffin, Russel, Shaw, 
Shower, Simmans, Skelton, William Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Solers, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walley, Walsh, Tap- 
pan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Barry, Bliss, Breckinridge, Campbell, Caruthers, 
Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Jou G. 
Davis, Thomas Davis, Disney, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, 
English, Farley, Green, Greenwood, Andrew JæHarlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, 
Houston, Hughes, Johnson, Lindstey, Macy, Maxwell, 
Mayall, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Nichols, Nobie, Olds, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Pennington, Pringle, Rob- 
bius, Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Hlestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 
Tweed, Ellibu B. Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, 
and Yates—60, * 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Conimittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, with a view of taking up the Navy appro- 
priation bill, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Futter 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the bill of the House (No. 97) “ making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year ending 
the 30th June, 1855.” 

Mr. PHELPS. [have an amendment which 
I am instructed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means to offer. 

It is as follows: 

For construction, extension, and completion of the fol- 
lowing objects, and for contingent expenses at the several 
navy-yards: 

Portstnouth, New Hampshire.—For quay wall connect- 
ing doek basin; completing engine-house and machinery 5 
tools for machinists and smiths; launchery and hauling up 
ways 3 eis for officers’ quarters; extending ship-bouse 
No. 43 e on of ship-house and launchery; and repairs 
of all kinds, $63,550, 

Mr. Chairman, I desire the ear of the commit- 
tee for one moment, in which I shall briefly ex- 
plain the amendments I have been instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer. I 
remarked yesterday that the Committee of Ways 
and 
for the improvement of the navy-yards in the 
Navy appropriation bill, in order that the esti- 
mates might be submitted to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. The amendment has been adopted 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, and also 


a 


‘emeets with the concurrence of the Committee on 


Naval Affairs. The appropriation proposed is a 
reduction on the estimates which have been sub- 
mitted to us. 

The amendment was agreed to. ‘ 


Mr. PHELPS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to move the following 


i amendment: 


Insert the following : 


Boston, Massachusetts——For machine shop, smithery, 
foundery, and forge shop, boiler-house and chimney ; new 
steam engine for dry-dock; extension of ship-house and 
slip, and réairs of all kinds, $166,750. 


Mr. Chairman, the estimates submitted by the 
Department amounted to $265,000. Some of the 


; expenses al these navy-yards, and particularly the 


one at Boston, are rendered necessary in conse- 
quence of the construction of the new steam frig- 
ates proyided for during this session. 


eans delayed reporting the appropriations į; 


Mr. HOUSTON. I- would ask the gentleman 
from Missouri a question, and. the answer will 
probably recommend all the amendments he has 
to offer in regard to these navy-yards to the favor- 
able consideration of the committee without any 
further explanation. Are not the amendments 
“which the gentleman is now offering in relation to 
the navy-yards such as have been approved. of, 
not only by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
Lut by the Committee on Naval Affairs ? 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 have already stated that 
fact. They are all recommended by both com- 
mittees, 

The question was taken; and the amendment. 


: was agreed to. 


The question was then taken on the following 
amendments presented by Mr. Puetrs, by in- 


! struction of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
| and they were severally adopted: 


New York.—Towards foundery ‘and boiler-shop; com- 
pleting steam saw-mill; continuation of quay wall; dredg- 
ing channels ; lightning conductors; water pipes ; iron rail- 
ing on wall along Navy street; extension of ship-house and 
slip; saw-mill machinery; launchingslip; balance due city 
of Brooklyn for lien on amount of assessments and repairs 
of all Kinds, $171,615: Provided, That so much of the first 
section of the act making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending the 3Uth of June, 1854, approved 3d 
of March, 1853, as empowers and directs the Secretary of 
the Navy to sel! and convey to any purchaser all that part 
of the navy-yard which lies in Brooklyn, between the west 
side of Vanderbilt avenue and the hospital grounds, con- 
taining about twenty-six anda half acres, including Van- 
derbilt and Clinton avenue, be, and the same is hereby, re- 

ealed. 

p Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.—For furnace for heating 

mast-hoops 3 steam stove for boat shed ; raising old steam - 
box house; completing wharf No, 4; raising engine house ; 

extension of ship-house and slip; and repairs of all kinds, 

$37,726. 

* Wushington, District of Columbia.—For completion of 
suw-mill ; completion of ordnance building; completion of 
marine railway 3 extending boiler-shop 5 converting old ord- 

nance shop into machine shop; quay wall; removing 


! shears; eatension of ship house and slip; filling in around 


foundery and laboratory; dredging channel; machinery 5 
steam bammer and slanting machine, and repairs of all 
Kinds, $223,067. 

Norfolk, Virginia.For brick saw-sheds 5 completing 
storehouse No. 14; shed and machinery for saw mil); set- 


i ting up engine boilers and machinery; reservoir; com- 


mencing foundery and machinery for the same; extension 
of ship-house and slip, and repairs of all kinds, $152,281. 

Pensacola, Florvida.—For continuation of permanent 
whart; continuation of deep basiu; raising walls of dock 
basin; engine and blast pipes: for smiths’ and machine 
shops, and repairs of all Kinds, $143,500. 

Memphis, Tennessee.— For excavation and embankment, 
smiths’ shop; storehouse, and repairs of all kinds, $13,400, 

Sackett*s Harbor, New York.—For raising end of ship- 


kinds, $4,500, i 
San Fvancisco, California.—For blacksmiths’ shop ; car 
penters? shop ; storehouse, and wharf, 200,000. 


Mr. PHELPS. 1 am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of the bill: 

For the reappropriation of the following sum carried to 
the surplus fund under the provisions of the tenth section 
of the act entitled ‘ An act making appropriations for the 


civil and diplomatic expenses of the Goverument for the 
year ending the 30th of Tune, 1853, and for other purposes,” 


| house; building pier; leveting, mradingggnd repairs of all 


| approved the 3lst August, 1850, to be applied to the payment 


otallthe expenses incurred prior to the first day of July, 
1852, for carrying into effect the provisions of the act pro- 


i viding for the prosecution of the war between the United 


States and the Republic of Mexico, $27,156 50. 

E merely desire to state that this amendment 
provides for the reappropriation of the fund which 
has been carried to the surplus fund. There were 
some incidental expenses incurred in carrying into 


| effect the provisions of the act providing for the 
| prosecution of the war, and which have not been 
; provided for; and, in consequence of the unex- 


pended balance having been carried to the surplus 
fund, there is no money to pay them. The ap- 
propriation is recommended by the Secretary of 


' the Navy and by the Secretary of the Treasury. l 


therefore offer the amendment, and hope the com- 
mittee will adopt it. f 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I offer the following amend- 
ment: : 

For establishing a navy-yard and depot at Brunswick, 
Georgia, $50,000. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise toa question of order. 
The amendment submitted by the gentleman from 
Georgia is not for the purpose of carrying on any 
work authorized by an existing law. There is no 
navy-yard or depot now at the point designated. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that, under the 8lst rule, such an amendment 


| would not be in order. The Clerk will read that 


rule, 


1854. 
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The 8ist rule was read, as follows: 


“No appropriation shall be reported in such general appro- 
priation bills, or bein order as an amendment thereto, for 
any expenditure not previously authorized by law, uniessin 
continuation of appropriations for such public works and 
objects as are already in progress, and for the contingencies 
for carrying on the several departments of the Government.?* 


Mr. SEWARD. Well, my amendment comes 
within the provisions of the last clause of that 
rule. Itis for a contingency for carrying on one 
of the departments of the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. Has there been an appro- 
priation made for it by law ? 

Mr. SEWARD. Not at all; nor is it neces- 
sary under the last clause of the rule just read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair construes the 
rule differently. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then I appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

The question was taken; and the decision of the ; 
chair was sustained. : 

Mr. BOCOCK. I move the following amend- 
ment: 


And be tt further enacted, That whenever any seaman on 
board of a vessel of war in service shall violate the laws or 
the ries and regulations for the better government of the 
Navy, he shall be liable to forfeit such portion of his pay as 
shall be adjudged proper by a commission composed of the 
officer in command, and the two officers next in rank; and | 
all pay thus forfeited on board of any ship, shall constitute 
a merit fund, to be distributed at the consummation of the 
cruise by the commission aforesaid, among the erew who 
have been faithfulin the discharge of their duty, a record 
of which proceedings shall be kept and returned to the 
Navy Depzurtment. 

Mr. SEWARD? I rise to a question of order 
The amendment is notin order under the same 
rule by which my amendment was declared outof 
order. i 

Mr. BOCOCK. The amendment does not pro- | 
pose to appropriate money, but only specifies how | 
the money appropriated in the bill shall be dis- | 
bursed, It is as much in order as was the amend- | 


ment to cut off the spirit rations, for that only |! 


determined how the money previously appropri- 
ated should be disposed of. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, reluctantly, | 
sustains the question of order, and rules the amend- 
ment out of order upon the ground thatan amend- | 
ment for the government, regulation,-and discip- | 
line of the Navy is not germane to a bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Navy. 

Mr. BOCOCK. What isthe difference between | 
the amendment, in principle, and that offered by 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Smita | 

Mr. SOLLERS. [ hold in my hand anamend- | 
ment which Ishall offer as an additional section | 
to the bill, I should not offer it, as there are some | 
doubts about its being in order, but for the fact 
that when the House, as they will recollect, were 
engaged upon the Army appropriation bill, a pro- 
vision of exactly the same sort, and embracing 
the same principle, as that which [ hold in my 
hand, was offered by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Sranton,} and it was ruled by the 
House to be in order. I refer to the amendment | 
offered to the Army bill, to change the superin- | 
tendency of the armories at Springfield and Har- 
per’s Ferry from a military to a civil one. But 
for that decision [ should not offer the amend- 
ment now, 

The amendmentavas read, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
shall cause 10 be enlisted in the Navy of the United States f 


as seamen, no one who is not a native-bora American |! 


citizen, and the commissioned and non-commissioned ofi- | 
cers of the Navy shall hereafter be native-born American | 
citizens, and that before either officers or seamen shall be 
permitted to serve in the Navy, competent proof shail be 
adduced by them that they are native-born Americans. 
Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. | 
The amendment of the gentleman from Maryland : 
is not in order, because it is an attempt to regulate 
and govern the Navy, while this is a bill only to | 
appropriate money for its support. 
Mr. SOLLERS: I have pointed out the prece- 
dent upon which I have offered the amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
point of order well taken, and rules the amend- ` 
ment out of order. l 
Mr. SOLLERS. Then I have another thing to 
say, and that is, I give notice now that when the 
bills come up for the reorganization of the Navy jj 
and Army, I shall steadily and uniformly adhere H 
to the principle contained in that amendment, and =: 
I shall offer it as ag amendment to those bills, so H 
that no one not a native American citizen, shall į 


i 


hereafter serve either as officer, seaman, orsoldier 
fh either of these branches of the public service. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the com- 
mittee rise, and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
to order, had the Union generally under consid- 
eration, and particularly House bill (No. 97) 
making appropriations for the support of the 
Navy,and had directed him to report the same to 
the House, with sundry amendments thereto. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move the previous question 
upon the engrossment of the amendments. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill until the second | 
Tuesday in December next. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
for the reason that the previous question is de- 
manded. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand the tule only 
to apply where the previous question has been 
| ordered by the House. Fn the present case the | 
previous question has only been demanded; and, 
therefore, I submit that the motion is in order. 

The SPEAKER, The rule is very clear upon 
that point. No motion to amend or to postpone 
can be made after the previous question has | 
been dem@fided, until the House has determined 
whether the main question shall be ordered, i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And I would sub- | 
mit, farther, that if the motion had been already 
made, the ordering of the main question would cut 
it of. 

The previous question was then seconded; and | 
the main question ordered to be put, 

Mr. SEWARD, Is my motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. I[tisnot. The main question 
having been ordered to be now put, no motion is in | 
order except to adjourn, and to lay the bill on the 
table. The House must be brought to a direct vote | 


j 
j 
i 


er, Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith; Wiliam 
R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P; Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, Thurston, Trout, Upham, 
Wade, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, Isracl Washburn, 
Wells, Johi Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Vigheeler, 
and Yates—84. y: 

NAYS—Messis. Abercrombie, David J. Bailey, Barks- 
dale, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Bugg, Caruthers; Caskie 
| Chastain, Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, Colquiit, “Cox, 
Craige, Dowdell, Dunbar, Edmundson, John M. Eion, 
Ewing, Farley, Franklin, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hill, Aunt, George W. Jones, Roland 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kurtz, Lamb, Leteher, McDougall, 
MeMultin, McNair, McQueen, Maxwell, Smith Miler, 
Millson, Morrison, Noble, Orr, Phelps, Phillips,. Powell, 
Preston, Robbins, Rufin, Seward, Shannon, George Wa 
Smyth, Heswor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 
Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tweed, Vail, Walsh, Westbrook, 
Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—65, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
likely that the amendment, as it now stands, may 
be a little doubtful. I hope, by unanimous con- 
sent, that it may be amended so as to confine its 
operation on board of the national vessels. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I object, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Better, by unan- 
imous consent, strike it all out. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was agreed to, and: to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table, 

Mr, BOCOCK. demanded the yeas and nays, 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. B 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Varu and 
FLorence were appointed. . 

The House was then divided, and the tellers 
reported—ayes thirty-nine. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KEITT. I would inquire whether that 
| amendment precludes an officer from drinking on 
board of a vessel, or any where else? 

‘The question was then taken;and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 79, nays 81; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Appleton, Ball, Bel- 
cher, Bennett, Benson, Campbell, Carpenter, Chambertain, 


[ think it 


i 
| 


first upon the pending amendments to the bill, and | 
then upon the bill itself. Tf the motion to postpone 
| had been made in order, it would be cutoff by the 
ordering of the main question. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
lie upon the table. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


By unanimous consent, the amendments reported i 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of ; 


“ ror pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers, 
and seamen, including the engincer corps of the navy, 
$2,992,648,” 

—the words ‘two million nine hundred and 
ninety-two,’ and insert in lieu thereof, three 
| million three hundred and sixty-seven.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The second amendment (upon which a separate 
vote had been demanded by Mr. Sewanrp) was to 
add at the end of the following clause: 

* For provisions for commission, warrant, and petty 
officers, and seamen, including engineers and marines al- 
tached to vessels for sea service, $686,200,” 

—this proviso: g 

But no intoxicating liquors shall be provided for a bev- 
erage, and no officer shail be allowed to use intoxicating 
liquors except for medicine. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays on the amendment, 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 84, nays 65; as follows: 
'YERAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Appleton, Ball, 
Bennett, Benson, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, Chamber- 
lain, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Curtis, Thomas 
Davis, Dick, Dickinson, Dunham, Eastwan, Eddy, Edger- | 
ton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Everhart, Fen- 1 
ton, Florence, Giddings, Goodrich, Greenwood, Aaron | 
Harlan, Harrison, Hendricks, Henu, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, | 
Johnson, Daniel F. Jones, Kittredge, Knox, McCulloch, | 
Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Mayall, Morgan, Murray, Nor- 
i 


ton, Andrew Oliger, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, 
Pratt, Pringie, David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Show- |! 


I move then that the bill do || 


Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Gullom, Curtis, Thomas Davis, 
Dick, Dickinsoa, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Etiot, Everhart, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Gid- 
dings, Goodrich Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J: Uar- 
lau, Harrison, Hendricks, Henn, Hiester, Johnson, Daniel 
Er. Jones, Kittredge, Knox, McCulloch, Macy, Matteson, 
| Maurice, Mayall, Morgan, Murray, Norton, Andrew Ol- 
iver, Parker, Peck, Puckham, Pratt, Pringle, Russell, 
Sabin, Sapp, Shower, Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Ger- 
rit Smith, Witham R. Smith, Sollers, Frederiek P. Stan- 
| ton, Richard H. Stauton, Straton, Andrew Stuart, Thurs- 
ton, Trout, Upham, Wade, Walley, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
aud Yates-—79, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Alien, Ashe, 
David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, 
Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Caruthers, Caskie, Chastain, Cris- 
man, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Cox, Craige, Daw- 
į son, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
Jobn M. Eiliott, Ewing, Farley, Faulkner, Franklin, Eul- 
| ler, Green, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P, Harris, Hibbard, 
Hill, Hughes, Huur, Ingersoll, George W., Jones, Roland 
j Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, MeM ulin, Me- 
Nair,McQueen, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Milson, Morrison, 
Nichols, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Pennington, John 
Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Preston, Reese, David Ritehie, 
Robbins, Rufin, Seward, Shaw, William Smith, David 
Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tweed, 
Vail, Walsh, Westbrook, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—sl. 


So the House refused to lay the motion to re~ 
consider upon the table. 


The question then recurred upon reconsidering 
| the vote by which the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de~ 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 83, nays 76; as fol- 
lows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James ©. Allen, Ashe, 
| David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Bennett, 

Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Bugg, Caruthers, Caskie, Chas- 
} tain, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Coiquitt, Dawson, Disney, 
Dowdell, Dunbar, Edgerton, Edmundson, Joba M. Eliott, 
Ewing, Farley, Faulkner, Franklin, Fuller, Goode, Green, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hibbard, Hunt, 
Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Rolaud Jones, Keitt, Kerr, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lindley, Macdonald, Me- 
Mullin, McNair, McQueen, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Mih- 
son, Nichols, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Pennington, 
John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Preston, Reese, Robbins, 
Rufin, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, George W. Smyth, 
Straub, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
lor, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Walsh, Westbrook, 
Witte, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zolli- 
coffer —83. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Ball, Banks, Belcher, 
Benson, Benton, Brooks, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Cook, 
Corwin, Crocker, Cullem, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Diek, 
Dickinson, Dunham, Bastman, Eddy, Edmands, Poway 


‘Giddings, Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, 
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De Biioty Ellison, Everhart, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hiester, Howe, Johnson, Daniel T. 
Jones, Kittredge, Knox, Lindsley, MeCulloch, Macy; Mat- 
texan, Morice, Mayall, Morgan, Murray, Andrew ‘Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, Peckbam, Pringle, David Ritchie, Russelt, 
Sapp,, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit, Smith, William R. Smith, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strat- 
ton; Andrew Stuart, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Wade, i 
Walley, BHihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, John 
Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Yates—76. 


-So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


“The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of the amendment. 
; Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
be divided? 
The SPEAKER, 
as a whole. 
: Mr: INGERSOLL. Is an amendment to the 
amendment now in order? 
The SPEAKER. It is not, as the previous 
question is pending. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Will it be in order to add 
the words, “ while engaged in the public service??? | 
The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order. 
Mr. MAURICE called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | 
The question was then taken; and there were |, 
yeas 80, nays 80; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Appleton, Ball, 
Banks, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Brooks, Carpenter, 
Chamberlain, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Thomas | 
Davis, Dick, Dickinson, Dunham, Kastan, Eddy, Ed- |i 
mands,Thomas D. Bliot, Ellison, Everhart, Fenton, Flagler, | 
Florence, Giddings, Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Hendricks 
Henn, Hiester, Howe, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Kittredge, | 
Knox, Lindsley, McCulloch, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, 
Mayall, Morgan, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Peck, Peckham, Pratt, Pringle, David Ritchie, Russell, Sa- | 
bin, Sapp, Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, | 
Wiliam R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard | 
H. Stanton, Suatton, Andrew Stuart, Joho L. Taylor, | 
Thurston, out, Upham, Wade, Walley, Israel Wash- || 
burn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheel li 
er, and Vates—s0. l 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James ©. Allen, Ashe, i| 
David J. Bailey, Thomas H., Bayly, Barksdale, Bocack, |! 
Boyce, Bridges, Bugg, Caruthers, Caskie, Chastain, Chris- Ji 
man, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Cox, Craige, Disney, `t 
Dowdell, Dunbar, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, i| 
Ewing, Parley, Franklin, Fuler, Goode, Green, Sampson || 
W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hibbard, Hill, Hunt, Ingersoll, ji 
George W. Junes, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kurtz, Lamb, Lia- H 
tham, Letcher, Lindley, McDougall, McNair, McQueen, ‘i 
Maxwell, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Nichols, Nobte, || 
Orr,John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Preston, Reese, | 
Robbins, Ruflin, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, William Sinith, ;; 
George Ww. Smyth, David Stuart, Nathaniel G. ‘Taylor, f 
Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Walsh, Westbrook, Witte, | 
Danie! B. Wright, Hendrick B, Wright, and Zollicoffer— 
80. 


Can the question 


It cannot; it must be taken 


. : ‘ i 
The Speaker voted in the negative. | 
So the amendment was disagreed to. | 


Fifth amendment, on which a separate vote was i| 
demanded by Mr. Jones, of Tennessee: 


To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the salary of |) 
J. P. Espy, for the current fiscal year 1855, $2,000 5 the | 
payment to be made in the same manner, and under like | 
-eonuol, as former appropriations for meteorological obser. | 
vations. 


H 


The question was taken; and the amendmen 
was agreed to, 


Eighth amendment, upon which Mr. Jones, of |i 
Tennessee, had asked for a separate vote: | 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to test any im- | 
provements in steam boilers, and other steam machinery, | 
with reterence to the Construction of steamers tor the Navy | 
of the United States, as in his opinion may be caleulated || 
to benefit the public service, $10,000, | 

Mr. WASHBURN. 1 demand tellers on the ! 
amendment. : 

Tellers were appointed; and Messrs. Cox and ‘: 
CHuRcHWELL were appointed. |i 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- | 
ported—ayes 75, noes 62. 

So the amendment was agreed to. ‘i 


Twentieth amendment, on which a separate vote |! 
was demanded by Mr. Jonrs, of Tennessee: i 
San Francisco, Culifornia.—For blacksmith shop, car- f 
penter shop, storehouse, and wharf, $260,000. i! 
Mr. LATHAM demanded tellerson this amend- || 
ment. i 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox and 
WHE Ler were appointed. i 

The question was taken; and the amendment || 
was disagreed to—only eighteen voting in the | 
amrmaltive, 

The amendments having now been disposed of, |j 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a i 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 
ingly read the third ume. || 


Mr: PHELPS demanded the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 


The previous question received a second, and || Speaker’s table. 


the main question was ordered to be put. f 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill, . 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the bill was 
passed. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the -bill was passed, and that the motion to 
reconsider be Jaid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills; which thereupon received the signature of 
the Speaker: 

House bill (No 107) “ for the relief of Robert 
Grignon.” 

House bill (No. 344) “ making provision for 
the postal service in the State of California, and 
in the Territories of Oregon and Washington.” 

House bill (No. 176), for the relief of Pamela 
Brown, the widow of Major General Jacob Brown, 
late of the United States Army, deceased.” 

House bill (No. 50) “ making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions of 
the United States for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1855.”’ 

House bill (No. 162) ‘ to increase the salaries 
of executive ard judiciary officers in Oregon, New 


| Mexico, Washington, Utah, and Minnesota.” 


House bill (No. 99) “for the relief of Captain 
George Simpton, of Galveston.” 

House bill (No. 63) ** for the relief of Charles 
Lee Jones.”’ 

Flouse bill (No. 269) “ to create and provide a 
pension for David Towle.” 

House bill (No. 109) ‘¢ creating a collection dis- 
trict in New York, to be called the district of 
Dunkirk, and constituting Dunkirk a portofentry, 
and the ports of Barcelona, Silver Creek, and Cat- 
taraugus Creek ports of delivery.” 

House bill (No. 232) “ making appropriations 
to defray. the expenses of the Cayuse war.” 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicnins, Esq., their Secretary, in- 
forming the House that the Senate have agreed to 
the amendments of the House to the following 
bills of the Senate: 

Senate bill (No. 136) ‘for the relief of William 
Senna Pactor.” 

Senate bill (No, 137) “ to incorporate the pro- 
prietors of the Glenwood Cemetery.” 

Senate bill @¥o. 206) “ for the relief of the ex- 
ecutrix of the late Brevet Colonel A. C. W. Fan- 
ning, of the United Staces Army.” 

Senate bill (No. 224) ‘ for the relief of the rep- 
resentatives of Joseph Watson, deceased.” 

Also, that the Senate had passed bills of the 
House of the following titles: 


Grove Academy, of Louisiana.”’ 
> 


House bill (No. 438) * for the relief of John | 


Frazer, administrator of the estate of John G. 
Clendenin, deceased.” 

Also, that the Senate had passed joint resolu- 
tion and bilis of the following titles: 

Senate ‘resolution (No. 25) ‘for the relief of 


the legal representatives of Seth M. Leavenworth.” | 
Senate bill (No. 468) ‘ for the relief of David 


F. Douglass, late marshal of the northern district 
of California. 

Senate bill (No. 182) “ for the relief of Thomas 
Butler. 

In which he was directed to ask the concur- 
rence of the House. 

MRS. VAN NESS. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee: I ask the 

unanimous consent of the House, and if it is not 


i granted, I shall move to suspend the rules for that 


purpose, to take from the Speaker’s table Senate 
bill (No. 445) “ for the relief of Mrs. Magdalena 
Van Ness, widow of Cornelius P. Zan Ness, de- 
ceased.” 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. “We cannot take 
up that bill unless we go to the business upon the 
£ le. Ihave no objection to proceed- 
ing to the business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. STANTON. I moveto suspend the rules 
for the purpose of taking it up. 

The question was taken; and, upon division, 
there were—ayes 49, noes net counted. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rulés were not suspended. 


RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 


Mr. SINGLETON. ILask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following res- 
olution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, as far as in his judgment is compatible with the 
public interest, to communicate to this House whether 
the progress of negotiation with Spain bas removed the ne- 
cessity for provisional action by Congress, as indicated in 
his message of March 15, 1854; or whether he still thinks 
it advisable that measures should be taken to augment the 
Executive power, to protect and secure the national honor, 
rights, and interests. 

Mr. PECK. _I object. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I move that the rules be 
suspended; and upon that motion I ‘call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas_ 
56, nays 106; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Ashe, Barksdale, 
Barry, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, 
Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastain, Churchwell, Clingman, 
Cobb. Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, Dowd@l, Dunbar, Edmund- 
son, John M. Elliott, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, Green- 
wood, Grey, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hib- 
bard, Roland Jones, Keitl, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, 
Lily, MeMullin, Maxwell, Orr, John Perkins, Phillips, 
Powell, Seward, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, George W. 
Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, 
Vail, Walbridge, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicof- 
fer—s6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Apple- 
ton, David J. Bailey, Ball, Ranks, Beteher, Bennett, Ben- 
son, Campbell, Carpenter, Chandler, Chrisman, Clark, 
Cook, Corwin, Cox, Cullom, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, 
Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edger- 
ton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Elison, English, Farley, 
Flagler, Franklin, Faller, Giddings, Goodrich, Aaron Har- 
lan, Harrison, Hendricks, Henn, Hiester, Gill, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, Kerr, Knox, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, MeCul- 
loch, Macdonald, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Mayall, Sinith 
Miller, Miltson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, 
Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peek, Peckham, 
Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Pur- 
year, Reese, David Ritchie, Robbins, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Shannon, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Hestor L, 
Stevens, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, 
Trout, Upham, Wade, Walley, Walsh, Ellinu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washbum, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan 
Wentworth, Wheeler, and Yates—106. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Jask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to permit me to report back 
from the Committee on Military Affairs Senate 
bill (No. 119) “ to regulate the pay and increase 
the efficiency of the Army of the United States, 
and for other purposes.” 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. HUNT. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended to enable the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. FAULKNER] to report back the bill, that it 
may be taken up. I hope thafgentlemen on this 
side of the House will vote for the suspension of 
the rules. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I eall for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let the bill be 
read. 

The bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

The question was then taken; and there were 


| yeas 106, nays 39; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Aleñ; 
Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Car- 
penter, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chastain, Chris- 
man, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Cook, Cor- 
win, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Curtis, Dick, Dickinson, 
Dunbar, Eddy, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Blison, Eng- 
lish, Ewing, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, Franklin, Good- 
rich, Grey, Grow, Sampson W, Harris, Wiley P. Harris, 
Harrison, Henn, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Fn- 
gersoll, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Knox, Kurtz, 
Lamb, Lindley, Lindsley, MeDougall, Maxwell, Smith 
Miller, Noble, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Phillips, Powell, 
Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, 
Russell, Sabin, Shannon, ee Sei Singleton, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich H. Stanton, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
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Taylor, Trout, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Wal- 
ley, Walsh, Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Bridges, Clark, John G. Davis, 
Thomas Davis, Dunham, Eastman, Flagler, Faller, Gid- 
dings, Hendricks, Houston, Daniet T. Jones, Gedrge W. 
Jones, Kittredge, Letcher, MeCalloch, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Maurice, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Pa 
ker, Phelps, Raffin, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Skelton, Ger 
Smith, George W. Bymth, Stratton, Thurston, Wheeler, 
and Zollicoffer—37. 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules | 
were suspended. 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, then reported the bill back, with 
sundry amendments, and with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 

Mr. F. then said: Mr. Speaker, I am much. 
gratified by the decision of the House. The con- 
dition of the Army demands the consideration of 
Congress, and 1 have now the assurance that its 
grievances, if not remedied, willat least be heard. | 
All that 1 propose now to do, is to make a brief 
explanation of the leading provisions of the bill, | 
reserving my right, under the rules of the House, 
to close the discussion, if I shouid deem it neces- 
sary to do so. 

We propose to amend the bill as it passed the 
Senate by striking out the ninth section, which 
authorizes the appointment of sixty-two cadets— 
that is, two additional cadets from each State, to 
be appointed upon the recommendation of the 
respective Senators. We regard the provision | 
as in conflict with the Constitution, which vests 
the appointing power in the President. But that 
difficulty might be obviated. We have not, how- 
ever, been able to Jearn any satisfactory reason | 
why the number of cadets should be increased at 
West Point. The institution is doing well, and is | 
now popular. We are unwilling to adopt any 
step that may furnish material for opposition to it 
us now established, A conclusive reason with us 
for striking out that amendment is, that it is in 
conflict with one of the most valuable provisions of 
the bill itself. That bill opens to the rank and file 
the preferments and distinctions of the Army, as 
Ishall hereafter more fully explain. By it the | 
President is authorized, by and with the advice ! 
and consent of the Senate, to confer the brevet of 
second lieutenant upon the meritorious enlisted 
men of the Army, under certain regulations therein 
presented—which places them at once ïn the line 
of promotion—upon the footing of graduated 
cadets at West Point. They are to be attached 
as supernumary officers to the companies as grad- 
uated cadets now areawaiting a vacancy. To in- 
crease, therefore, the number-of cadets, must to 
that extent interfere with the promotion of the 
meritorious non-commissioned officer. 

1 will now proceed briefly to explain the pro- 
visions of this billas they have been retained, and | 
as they have been recommended, by the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to the adoption of this 
House. 

The first section of the bill proposes to increase 
the pay of the Army, from the private inclusive, 
to the major general. The present pay of a pri- 
vate of infantry is seven dollars per month; we 
propose to increase it to ten dollars per month. 
The largest percentage of increase is upon the pay } 
of the private soldier. There is a gradual decrease | 
of that percentage as you ascend to the higher | 
officers—perhaps not exact and uniform on the | 
scale of decrease; for one of the great objects of 
this bill is to regulate, upon just and proper prin- 
ciples, the relative pay of each officer and enlisted 
man, and to correct some gross relative inequali- 
ties that exist under the present system. 

I am well aware that there exists upon the part | 
of many gentlemen of this body an earnest oppo- : 
sition to an increase of the pay of the commis- ; 
sioned officers. Of this fact | cannot be ignorant, 
for it has already been loudly proclaimed on this 
floor. All that I propose to say at this time on 
that branch of the subject is, that after the fullest - 
consideration which the commi'tee has been able to | 
give to the subject, we believe the pay of most of | 
the commissioned officers of the Army tobe inad- | 
equate—some of them grossly inadequate—and i 
that in the present schedule of increase, asset forth 
in the bill, we have sought as earnestly as possi- 
ble to establish a just and proper position and rela- 
tive compensation from the highest to the lowest 
officer of the Army. The scheme, if erroneous, : 
is in the power of this louse, to whose judgment ! 
and discretion it is now submitted. : 


i 
| 
i 
ł 


+ 
i 
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But, sir, whatever may be the diversity of opin- 
ion as to the propriety of increasing the pay of 
| the commissioned offivers, there should and can 
be none as to the enlisted men. 
upon which we need not speculate; the fact 


Army. You cannot obtain recruits—men will 
| not enlist at the compensation now provided by 
| law. There is, therefore, no alternative before us 
but to disband the Army, close up our recruiting 
service, surrender our frontier settlements to the 
horrors of Indian depredation and craeliy, or to 
provide such inducements as will fill the ranks of 
the Army. 

It may suit the continental nations of Europe, 
where the rights of personal liberty are but im- 


conscription and levies in raising those standing 
armies which have now become, as it were, the fun- 
damental principle of government among them, 
but in this country, and in England, there is but 
one mode in which an army can be raised, and 
that is by voluntary enlistment. Men must be as 
“free to accept or reject the bounty for military ser- 
vice as to accept or reject employment in any 


people. 
ment and its institutions, if we want an army, we 
mustresortto that sound and wniversally-acknow!- 
edged principle, that whenever men are wanted for 
any occupation in society, they can only be had by | 
holding out to them a suitable. encouragement to 
perform the same. I know of no countries on 
earth where the system of voluntary enlistment 


the United States. It is a remarkable fact, that 
notwithstanding the military spirit of the French 
people, the voluntary recruiting before the year 
1792 only averaged sixteen thousand men a year, 


that country than it is at the present day. Since 
1815, voluntary enlistment averages about five 
thousand a year, besides about four thousand who 
reénlist, and almost always choose the infantry or 
light cavalry. In this country, until October, 1852, 
we had averaged each year about four thousand 
recruits, an adequate supply under our existing 
military establishment; but since October, 1852, 
the number of recruits has been rapidly decreas- 
ing each year. The whole number of enlisted 
men from the lst of October, 1852, to Ist of Octo- : 
ber, 1853, was but two thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-three, it being one thousand three hundred 
and eleven less than the year 1850-’5], and one 


the year 1851-’52, and this notwithstanding an in- 


informed by the Secretary of War, in ‘his report 


| Army to its proper legal strength, small as that 
i legal strength is. s 


which, im reply to my inquiries as to the condition 
of the recruiting service since the date of his last 
annual report in November, he says; 


“Since the report of the Adjutant General of November 
20, 1253, there he 
recruuing servi 
exists now, as heretofore, å 
months since the Secretary of War authori 
of a premium of two dollars, at the principal rendezvous, 
for every accepted recruit furnished, yet even this appears 
to have produced no sensible efieet. Officers have been 
placed at all points where there is a chance of procuring 
recruits, and itis known that every effort lias been made, 
but it has been found impossible to meet the wants of the 
Army. 

«As illustrative of the embarrassment of the service in 


edificulty in obtaining men 
Some 


nd the sa 
ring the last few years. 


i 
1 
j 
j 


departments of New Mexico and Texas, where, from the 


yetin the Intter department—although containing within 
its limits rather less than a third of the Army—upwards of 


more than three hundred. There seems to be no remedy 
for this state of affairs but an increased compensation to 
the soldier, and greater incentives to enlistments and reën 
listments. Without some Jmprovement, the number of ! 
enlistments made will not fll the vacancies caused by the 


lt is manifest, therefore, that unless we desire | 
to see our Army perish and waste away under the 


influence of desertions and expiration of periods 


i 
fi 
| 
fi 


ft is a point į 


proclaims itself in your thinned and dilapidated | 


perfectly recognized, to resort to the system of! 


other branch of business, or we cease to be a free ! 
Such being the character of our Govern- | 


could be successfully resorted to but England and ; 


of whom Paris alone furnished one third, and yet |: 
that wasata period when wealth was less general in |: 


| thousand seven hundred and three less than for | 


creased force of recruiting officers. So that we are i 


to the President at the commencement of Con- j 
gress, that four thousand six hundred recruits | 
would be required for the ensuing year, to fill our | 


i hold in my hand a letter from the Adjutant | 
General, bearing date the 5th of July, 1854, in ; 


s been no material improvement in the i 


dthe payment. | 


this particular, I will mention that, notwithstanding the |; 
most strenuous exertions to keep the companies full inthe | 


character of our Indian relations, woops are mosi needed, | 


two thousand recruits are required, of which number, | 
probably, it will not be practicable to supply by autumn | 


ordinary casualties by deaths, discharges, und desertions.”” || 


of enlistment; unless we mean to fold our arma, 
neglect our national obligations, and surrender our 
emigrants to the tomahawk and scalping knife of 
the Indian, we must review our system, and make 
such changes as will adapt it to the exigencies of 
the times. 
Perhaps some gentlemen may think. that ou 
Indian population is very harmless and. pacific, 
and that there is no urgent, pressing necessity for 
the distribution of well appointed forces in our 
western Territories. A brief review of the con- 
dition of our Indian population—increased ‘under 
our recent territorial acquisitions to four hundred 
thousand souls—would promptly dispel such an 
error. I shall not at this time consume the time 
of this House by going into that review, but L 
will ask the Clerk to read some well authenticated 
statements which I have taken from the recent 
morning papers, and which coincides with all the 
official information which we have from New 
Mexico. The Clerk then read as follows: 


© OUR INDIAN AFFAIRS—Sayv CONDITION oF THINGS.—~ 
At no period since the organization of this Territory has it 
been so sorely stricken, and so completely at the mercy of 
the Indians, as at this time. It appears as though all the 
Indiaus of the Great West had cumbined to overrun and 
destroy us. Within the last fortnight, the county. of San 
Miguel has been sadly dealt witb by a band of Cheyennes 
and Kiowag trom the plains near tbe Arkansas river. They 
made a descent upon that defenseless frontier, murdered 
twenty herdsmen, carried off ten shepherd. boys captive, 
and drove off a large number of borses and mules, and, in 
| the wantonness of their acts, they strewed the vatey with 
ii the dend carcasses of cattle and sheep. In the southern 
part of the Territory, the Mescaleros are in full blast, and 
almost daily robbing our citizens of their sheep and cattle, 
ii On their way to California, Many of the emigrant parties 
have suffered severely from murder and robbery. 

“The Camanches seem to have turned their attention 

i particularly to we northern part of Mexico, where they 
| fairly run riot in their devastations. They bave murdered 
il as many as twenty citizensin a single day, and seem to set 
| at defiance all attempts to stop their incursions. The 
Jicarillas are almost lost sight of in the hostilities of the 
other tribes; they appear to be almost entirely subdued. 
The Navajos, the most powerful tribe in the country, have 
|! also coummenced depredations. Seven of hem ran off eight 
hundred sheep, but Agent Dodge has procured the return 
of one hundred, and hopes to be able to restore the balance. 

“ An express has been sent to General Garland, now at 
El Paso, urging his immediate return to headquartera, 
where his presence is much needed. The acting Governor, 
Hon. William S. Messervy, has very properly ordered out 
a portion of the militia to repel the invasion of San Miguel 
county, in addition to those ordered out to defend the coun- 
ty of Rio Arriba. 

i Colonel Cook has ordered two companies of dragoons 
to pursue the Cheyennes and Kiowas, who are now devas- 
tating the frontier of San Miguel county. 

“Under the circumstances, it becomes the duty of every 
man to hold himself in readiness to answer the call of the 
acting governor to take ap arms. In the two counties of 
Rio Arriba aud San Miguel, where the call has already 
i| been made, we hope the citizens will respond promptly, 
and turn ontto a man to defend their hommes and property, 
| Ef we do not want a generat Indian war, we must act vigo- 
yously, ang put down the tribes that have already risen.—~ 
Sunta Fe Gazette, May 29. 


“ Frox New Mexico.—General Garland received, while 
at BI Paso, a dispatch from Santa Fé, stating that a num- 
ber of very serious depredations had been committed: by 
the Indinns in the neighborhood of Acton Chico, and in 
other portions of the Territory of New Mexico, Secretary 
Measservy had made a cah, in the absence of Governor 
| Merriwether, for four hundred volunteers. In consequence 
! of this General Gariand and staff jeft El. Paso direct for 

Santa Fé, with a view of superintending the movements 
: of the troops in the above named quarter. 

i ‘A letter from W. W. H, Davis, Esq., editor of the Santa 
| Fé Gazette, dated May 29, says: 

t<} reached home from the lower country Friday, the 
25th instant, safe and sound. We have no news here but 
at which relates to the Indians and the war. Hostilities 
ileontinue. Within a few days the Kiowas, Cheyen- 
nes, and Arapahoes have opened the ball and commenced 
hostilities on our frontiers. Ht is said the tribes soon are to 
| havea general junta, in order to combine against the whites. 
The Governdr has called out the militia, and four hundred 
of them are now embodied, and some already in the field. 
I fear we will have a general Indian war.? 

.* No further intelligence bas been received from the ex- 
pedition under the command of Colonet Cook, who was 
Jately sent out in pursuit of the Jicarillas.—~ National In- 
+! telligencer. 

Mr. FAULKNER. This bill proposes to en- 
courage the recruiting service of the country, 

1. By increasing the pay of the enlisted sol- 
dier—a private of infantry from seven to ten dol- 
lars, a private of aragoons from eight to eleven 
i dollars, and so on, according to the plan exhib- 
ited in the bil. The judgment of every gentle- 
man in the House will teach him that the present 
pay is wholly inadequate, and the fact sufficiently 
proclaims itself in the results of the recruiting ser- 
vice. J believe, with the other inducements em- 
' braced in the bill, the proposed pay will be suf- 
ficient. I know it is below the wages of agricul- 
‘tural labor, and greatly below the wages of me- 
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chanical labor. But all experience has shown 
“that a soldier may be enlisted for a sum less per 
month than the ordinary and usual wages oMabor 
in’ civil life, if not teo far below that point. This 
maybe accounted for by the attractions which a 
_ Boldier’s life present to many persons, the absence 
of domestic care, and the imposing spectacle of 
military parades and evolutions, and the martial 
music by which they are accompanied. Or it may 
be that, in every country, there must be some oc- 
cupation which is the common sewer of unem- 
ployed labor, and that the Army is that occupa- 
tion, | Be the precise cause what it may, the fact 
is as I state; and ten dollars a month, although 
below the wages of the lowest order of civil labor, 
will, it. is believed, with the other provisions of 
the bill, be a compensatign sufficient to fill the 
„ranks of the Army. 

2. Encouragement is given to reénlistment by 
the additional pay of two dollars per month. The 
experience of the service has abundantly shown 
that this is a provision that looks both to economy 
and efficiency.. One experienced soldier, both in 
an economical and military sense, is worth a half 
a dozen raw recruits. A large proportion of de- 
gertions, disabilities, and deaths occur in the 
first year of their enlistment. With the expan- 
sion of our territory, the cost of sending recruits 
to our distant frontiers is greatly increased; and 
itis estimated by the Secretary of War that the 
expenses of the enlistment, transportation, sub- 
sistence, loss by desertion, death, and disability, 
will average ninety-one dollars for each man en- 
listed under the present system. And if this be 
added to the pay, clothing, medical attendance, 
&c., of the recruit, from his enlistment until he 
joins his company, the actual cost of each man, 
trom his enlistment until the period when his ac- 
tual service commences, will be $121. This expense 
we prepose to save, by a moderate bounty, to 
ensure reéniistment, besides the advantages of an’ 
experienced and well disciplined soldier. 

3. We propose to encourage enlistment, and to 
attract a better class of recruits, by opening to 
meritorious non-commissioned officers the chances 
of reaching the honors and preferments of the 
Army. in looking over the Army Register— 
in the list of nine hundred and sixty-four com- 
missioned officers—I find the names of but nine- 
teen who were promoted from the ranks. This 
under some special acts of Congress passed during 
the war of 1812, and the late Mexican war, We 
propose to make that a permanent feature in our 
system, so that if there be a youth of courage and 
enterprise, who lacks the necessary influence to 
procure for himself a cadetship at West Point, let 
him enter the enlisted corps of your Army, and 


by his own gallant conduct and with his own good | 


sword cut his way to the highest preferments of 
the Army. lam happy to say. that this feature 
in the bill has met the hearty approval of every 
Army officer to whom I have mentioned it; and I 
am sure it cannot fail to attract the favorable con- 
sideration of this House. i 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to propound 
a question to the gentleman from Virginia, if he 
will give way for a moment, 

Mr. FAULKNER. Certainly. 

Mr. TAYLOR. f am very desirous, Mr. 
Speaker, to vote for this bill, if | see the necessity 
of doing so. And that I may know whether there 


is such a necessity, I desire my friend from Vir. | 


ginia, who is now the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, in the absence of the gentle- 
man from Ilinois, [Mr. BisseLL,] to state what 
is the aggregate force of the Army now allowed 
by law? How many men are now employed in 
the Army of this country ? And whatis the opin- 


ion of the Committee on Military Affairs as to | 


whether this bill will enable us to fill up the num- 
bers to the necessary amount? 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
man from Ohio with pleasure. 
posted, the authorized strength of the Army is 
thirteen thousand eight hundred and twenty-one; 
but the actual number is less by three thousand 
three hundred and twenty-six, making the pres- 
ent actua] strength of the Army, according to the 
returns last fall, something upwards of ten thou- 
sand. Of this force, about eight thousand are dis- 
tributed through New Mexico, California, Texas, 
Washington, and Oregon, and the routes to these 
Territories, and the residue upon’ our Canada 
line, Atlantic and Mexican coasts. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, (interrupting.) My 
friend from Virginia does notapprehend my ques- 


tion. `I want to know how many men are now 
in the field ? . 

Mr. FAULKNER. I cannot give to the gen- 
tleman any reliable information of later date than 
the official returns of last fall. At that time, the 
total pf enlisted men, as reported, was nine thous- 
and two hundred and thirty-four. Now, when he 
is informed that the vacancies in our Army, from 
discharges by expiration of enlistment, from dis- 
ability, trom death and desertion, amount annually 
to about three thousand eight hundred, he can form 
some idea of the wretched skeleton our Army will 
soon present, if some effectual steps are not taken 
to encourage enlistment. We weretoldin Decem- 
ber that we should want four thousand six hun- 
dred recruits to bring our Army up to its full legal 
organization; and the question is, where are they 
to come from, unless your system is changed ? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 1 desire to ask the gen- 
tleman onequestion. Hesaysthat to fill the ranks 
of the Army requires four thousand six hundred 
men. How many of those are officers? Ilow 
many commissioned officers are wanted in the 
Army whose compensation you must raise in 
order to secure their services ? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Not one out of the four 
thousand six hundred are commissioned officers 
lspeak of. We want that number of enlisted men 
for the Army. They are required to raise the 
Army to its legal strength, and to meet the pressing 
exigencies of the country. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. If [ understand the gen- 
tleman correctly, it is necessary to raise the pay 
of the men, in order to secure their enlistment. I 
ask if it is necessary to raise the pay of the com- 
missioned officers in order to secure their services? 

Mr. HUNT. I hope the gentleman will be 
allowed to proceed in order. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I have been listening 
with great 
man; but | wanted to know the facts, and for 
that purpose [ interrupted him. And it was not 
out of order to do so, as the gentleman yielded 
me the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. FAULKNER, The gentleman from In- 
diana well knows that the rule upon which we are 
acting in regulating the pay of the officers and pri- 
vates must necessarily be different. It is so in 
the very nature of things. We propose to in- 
crease the pay of the soldier up to that point that 
will enable us to purchase his temporary service 
—service which we have not now. in regulating 
the pay of the officers of the Army, a distinct in- 
quiry is presented, and it is what is a just and 
proper compensation, according to their respective 
grades and responsibilities, of men who haveded- 
icated their lives to the service of the country? I 
am well aware that there isa difference of opinion, 
in this Hall and elsewhere, upon the points pre- 
sented in that gentleman’s interrogatory. Some 
think the gncrease of pay ought not to be extended 
beyond the enlisted men; others think that cap- 
tains and lieutenants should, by all means, beem- 
braced in any increase of pay. But, as I have 
already said, the Committee on Military Affairs, 
whose organ I am, upon this occasion, think 
the pay should be increased throughout every 
grade of the Army, according to the plan set forth 
in the bill. It will be for the House to determine 
between us. 

Sir, the compensation of an officer may seem, 
at first view, to bea reasonable compensation to 
those who are not familiar with the sacrifices and 
exposures to which he is subject; but when it is 
recollected that he is subject to constant changes 
of residence by the order of his Government— 
that many of the officers are stationed on our 
western and Pacific frontiers, where provisions 


I| and every necessary and comfort of life brings 
I will answer the gentle- | 
As they are now | 


extravagant prices—that his pay from Govern- 
ment constitutes all that he can properly or honor- 
ably earn—itis only matter of surprise that men 
of talent and enterprise seek or continue in the 
Army. It cannot be the pay—it is the prospective 
rewards of fame, and a generous ambition and 
love of their profession, that can alone account 
for their clinging to the service with such inade- 
quate compensation as is now provided for the 
junior officers of the Army. 

Mr. Speaker, the last important feature of the 
bill, and to which 1 was about adverting when 
interrupted, is that which proposes to extend to 


Po to the remarks of the gentle- | 


the Army the pension laws which are now in force 
for the benefit of the Navy. Itis difficult to see 
any reason for the discrimination which has existed 
between these kindred branches of the public ser- 
vice. And such a provision is now especially 
needed to encourage the necessary enlistments for 
that branch of the public service. 

I have thus, sir, briefly explained the leadin; 
provisions of the bill, which is all that I designe 
when I rose; and I accordingly yield the floor to 
some of the several gentlemen around me who 
seem to be exceedingly anxious to assail it in part, 
if notin whole. F: 

Mr GROW. I have buta few words to say 
upon this bill. Having voted to suspend the rules 
for its introduction, I desire to make a brief ex- 
planation of the reasons that controlled that vote, 
The tendency in this country—and those who 


| have served in this House for the last few years 
cannot help but notice it—is to increase.the sala- 


ries of all officers, military and civil. Thata fair 
and reasonable compensation should be paid to 
the employees in every departmentof the Govern- 
ment for their services there can be no objection; 
but what reason can there be for increasing the 
highest rate of service as at present paid, either 
military or civil? Sir, in the Departments, the 
heads of bureaus, and those oceupying the highest 
positions, receive a respectable and sufficient com- 
pensation, while it may be true that of the lower 
grade of service is not sufficiently paid, in consid- 
eration of the expense of living here at the pres- 
ent time. The clerks who received, under the 
classification bill of last year, $900, worked at 
their desks, many, if not all of them, more hours 
per day than others who perform a less amount 
of service, and receive $1,600 or $1,800. But still 
when it was proposed to increase the lowest rates 
of pay, it was claimed that you mustalso increase 
the highest, in order to keep up the relative grade. 

1 am opposed to increasing the salaries of the 
higher grade, now paid to the employees of the 


: Government, civil or military. The pay of your 


Major General is now $200 per month, besides the 
pay for rations and other allowances that I believe 
amount to about an equal sum. Now, sir, is not 
$200 a month, with about an equal amount for ex- 

enses, a sufficient compensation for this officer? 

“be exact amount for rations, forage, &c., that an 
officer in'the Army receives, l am not sufficiently 
informed on military matters to compute, but [ 
believe those of a Major General amount to as 
much or more than this pay proper. What pro- 
priety is there in increasing his pay? Is not $200 
per month sufficient? 

Mr. BRIDGES. Iwill inquire of my colleague 
whether the pay of a Major General does not now 
amount to $4,000 per year? 

Mr. GROW. As I have already stated, I am 
not acquainted with the precise number of rations, 
&c., allowed officers, nor the rate at which they 
are reckoned. At $200 per month, this officer 
receives $2,400 annually, which is about one half 
of what my colleague says he really receives. If 
my colleague be right, then the officers receive in 
fact nearly double the pay, as stated in the Blue 
Book. 

Now, what propriety is there in the Govern- 
ment becoming a gratuitous pensioner of men, 
because they choose to serve their country in the 


| Army or Navy, rather than in its civil depart- 


ments? The Government should pay a fair com- 
pensation for their services, and no more, even 
though they are officers. Those who go forth 
under their command, like them, to bare their 


j bosoms in defense and protection of the country, 


ought also to receive a fair compensation, and 
no more; but it should bein some proportion to 


| the pay of the officer, and at least as much as the 


individual could command in the ordinary busi- 
ness pursuits of life. 

There is no doubt but that the pay of the com- 
mon soldier and the lower grade of officers in the 
Army ought to be increased; for in agriculture, 
or any other branch of industry, where there 1s no 
risk of life or limb, save the ordinary casualties 
of life, and where, too, no skillis requjred, they 
can command from twelve to sixteen dollars per 
month. And in the service of his country the 
soldier should receive as great a compensation as 
his services would command in any other branch 
of industry, and no more, Because for the addi- 
tional risk he incurs on the battle-field, the Gov- 
ernment guaranties, in case he falls in its service, 
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that his widow shall be provided for at the public 
expense, Therefore a compensation should be 
paid to your men in the Army and Navy equal to 
the compensation that they would receive in the 
ordinary avocationa of life. 

But what is the reason urged for the increase of 
the higher grade of officers’ pay? That is not 
necessary, I take it, in order to provide the Army 
with officers. There can be no such necessity, I 
presume, for the proposed increase. The only 
reason urged for the increase of the pay of the 
soldiers, is to enable the Government to fill up 
the rank and file of the Army. Let that be done, 
in order that the serve of the country may be 
furnished with the proper quota of men. But I 
have not yet heard of any difficulty in obtaining 
competent persons to fill offices, either in military 
or civil life. There has been no troublein filling the 
civil offices under the Government on account of 
the salary. Nor has there been any difficulty 
so far in the history of the country to find officers 
to command your soldiers in peace or war? Then 
there is no reason for this enormous increase of 
the pay on that account. It is an unreasonable 
demand on the tax-payer of the country, and is 
unjust to the rank and file of the Army. Why 
should you increase the soldier’s pay only three 
dollars per month, and that of the officer sixty- 
five dollars? 

While there is a general tendency to increase 
the salartes of officers, it becomes this House to 
guard well their appropriations for such purposes. 


Ït becomes them to scrutinize well all the bills of | 


this character that are proposed for their action. 
Sir, I have but little faith in bills prepared in your 
bureaus providing for the efficiency of your Army 
and Navy and the increase of pay among their 
officers and men, so far as their relative pay is 
concerned. Those bureaus, both Army and Navy, 
are controlled in their recommendations by old 
officers—men who have been schooled in one par- 
ticular discipline, and who have been taught, 
almost from childhood, to revere rank and rever- 
ence the plume, disregarding the merits and ser- 
vices of the more obscure. They have always 
asked an increase of pay for the officers, to the 
neglect of the subalterns. You will find, when- 
ever a proposition has come up here for the reor- 
ganization of the Navy, and an increase of pay 
for thase in the service, that the commodores and 
captains are always specially to be provided for. 
lt seems, in this Army bill, that the old officers 
of the Army must take care of their own class, 
and an increase of pay is provided for them to the 
disregard of the rights and interests of the private 
in the ranks. 

This has been the general tendency of things 
since I have had the honor of a seat upon this 
floor. Propositions of this character always come 
from the old class of officers—men who are bound 


up with their own class; and it is for them, their | 


interests and rights, that they labor, not looking 
so closely to the interest of those whom work 
has made inferiors. The gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Fau ener] no doubt thinks that the increase 
he desires is all proper, and he has, undoubtedly 
the sanction and approval of the officers in and 


the pay of your private in the ranks three dollars 
a month, and the pay of your general sixty-five 
dollars a month. Why this discrimination? 
Should not the services of the soldier, who gives to 
his country his whole time, and who risks his life 
and braves danger the same on the battle-field, and 
whose services secure the triumph that adds glory 
to the officer, be rewarded by a compensation 
something proportionate to that awarded to his 
eneral? 

Mr. PECKHAM. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania allow me to ask him a question? I 
would ask him why there should be any differ- 
ence in the pay at all? 


A Veicr. Why have any pay at all? Let 
them serve for nothing. - 
Mr. GROW. I ask no man to serve me, or 


serve his country, without a fair compensation for 
his labor. Would you grant a bounty to a man, 
out of the public Treasury, who occupies a posi- 
tion of honor and glory because of his position, 


over and above all reasonable compensation for i 
While heis occupying a position |; 


his services? 
of honor and of trust, let him be paid some addi- 
tional compensation for the duties of that position. 
I make no objection to d 


about the Departments. They propose toincrease | 


{i 
proposition of the Committee on Military Affairs; — 


| there are differences of responsibility in your 
| Army. If aman has additional duties devolved 


unreasonable for the service rendered. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. l ask the gentleman from 


B private soldier is not increased in a greater 
i Tatio than the compensation of the officer? 

Mr. GROW. But then comes the question, 
was the compensation right before? I do not 
know whether itis so or not. The compensation 
of the private soldier now is seven doilars per 
! month. This bill proposes to increase it to_ten 
dollars. The compensation of the Major Gen- 
| eral now is $200 per month. It is proposed to 
| increase it to $265. 1 care not whether the pro- 


| tion comes back again, *‘ Was the pay right 
| before?” For we are acting not on precedent, 
nor are we bound by its authority. Weare acting 
on principles which we believe fair, just, and 
i right; and not upon the authority of what bas 
| been done heretofore, when the world looked upon 
| the wearer of the helmet and the waving plume 
‘as the great savior of mankind. Times have 
| changed; and men’s opinions of the relative worth 
: of chieftain and citizen have changed aiso. 


a> 


those of war.” The world’s greatest heroes are 
no longer plumed warriors. 

: Why is it still insisted that the General must be 
| paid so large a compensation? The notion has 
| come down to us from ancient days, that the man 
| holding a position of high honor must be furnished 
with the means of ostentatious display, and that, 


j 
i 
i 
| 


|| therefore, he must be paid by the Government a 
| large compensation. 'The idea has come down to | 
| us from olden times that “the royal family” is || 


| to be provided for at the public expense. W ho- 
i ever, then, is high in the State must be paid an 
enormous salary, to support him in idleness and 
| extravagance, 
| labor, and distinctions in society, based not on 
| moral and intellectual worth, but on accidental 
| rank, and factitious inequalities. Because the 
| pay of officer and soldier was once fixed at a par- 
| ticular rate, must it therefore always continue in 
ithe same ratio? Because your soldier has been 


li poorly paid heretofore, and your General well 


| paid, is that any reason why we should always 
continue the disproportion? 1 care not what the 


ative increase proposed by this bill is. 


4. aos . is 
soldier in the ranks a fair compensation for his 
services, when the General who commands is paid 


ance for rations? 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, (interrupting.) I wish 
ito ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr, 
| Grow] a question, if he will give Way to me a 
; moment, 
| Mr. GROW... Certainly. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 
to state what would be a fair proportion between 


jor General. It is very easy to complain of the 


; but what proportion does he think should exist 


l! between the grades? 


Mr. GROW. 
and what my action will be on this bill. 
not vote to increase the pay of any officer who 
receives now forty dollars or upwards per month. 


I will state what my opinionis, 


‘any other business in life they could command 
t larger compensation than is now paid them in the 
Army. But the pay of the General is now as 


! with the advantage that itis a life office. There 


i is no, or scarcely any, civil service in this coun- 
| An act for the re 


i try where he would receive $400 per month for 
his services. 1 believe that the pay of all grades 
| that is fixed above forty dollars per month is suf- 
‘ficiently large now. So believing, I shall vote 
against all increase of pay for officers who receive 
that amount or more. 


E. 1927 


| portion of increase is the same or not. The ques- į 


Now, 


i «í peace hath her victories no less renowned than j 


And hence have come grades in | 


compensation proposed for the higher grades is l 


| Pennsylvania, if by this bill the compensation of | 


» 


relative pay has been heretofore, or what the rel- 
Thet 


question is, is ‘ten doliars per month for a private © 


$265 per month, in addition to large extra allow- ; 


{ should like the gentleman ': 


j 
| 
i the pay of the private soldier and that of the Ma- -i 
| 


i will : 


il 
H 
i 


amendment to this bill, by.striking out all after the 
fourth line to the letter “fa” in the fourteenth Ime— 
| which provides for the increase of pay to alofii- 
cers above sergeant major, so the section will pro- 
vide only for the increase of soldiers and officers 
| under that rank. : 

| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Is the bill open to 
| amendment now? : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire of 
the gentleman from Virginia, if he reports this bill 
back to the House without amendment? 

Mr. FAULKNER. No, sir, the. committee 
| recommend two amendments. 

The SPEAKER. Then the amendment pro- 
| posed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania will 
be in order. 

Mr. GROW. I propose further to amend by 
striking out of this bill all after and including 
the word ‘provided’ in the twenty-sixth line, 
with the exception of the eighth section, 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman must propose 
one amendment ata time. 

Mr. GROW. What does the Chair decide in 
regard to my amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order at its 
proper place. The bill will be read for amend- 
ment, and when the proper place is reached, the 
gentleman may submit it in order, 

Mr. GROW. The remarks I have made were 
in explanation of my vote to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of giving this measure opportunity 
for consideration in the House. 


| ture of the Speaker: 
| An act confirming a certain: land claim in Lou- 
| isiana, known as the Fleurian claim. 

An act for the relief of John S. Wilson. 

An act to ascertain and adjust the titles to cer- 
tain lands in the State of Indiana. 

An act to incorporate the proprietors of the 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

An act for the relief of Ira Baldwin. 

An act for the relief of James M. Goggin. 

An act for the relief of she legal representatives 
| of the late Thomas Chapman, formerly collector 
; of the port of Georgetown, South Carolina. 
| An act authorizing a patent to be issued to 
| Peter Poncin for certain lands therein described. 
| Anactfortherelief of Conrad Wheat, jr., or his 
i legal representatives. 

‘An act for the relief of Richard King. 

An act for the relief of William Senna Factor. 

An act for the relief of Richard M. Bouton, 
George Wright, and the widow of Marvin W. 
i| Fisher. 

1 An act for the relief of Passed Midshipmen 
; George P. Welsh and Clark H. Wells. 

An act for the relief of the widows and orphans 
‘of the officers and seamen of the United States 
` schooner Grampus, who were lost in that vessel, 
iin March, 1843, near the coast of the United 
! States. 

An act for the relief of Andrew J. Deckerhoff. 
' An act for the relief of Lavinia Taylor. 

An act for the relief of Thomas S. Russell. 

| An act for the relief of A. G. Bennett. 

' An act for the relief of the representatives of 
: Joseph Watson, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Samuel H. Hempstead. 
An act for the relief of John W. Kelly. 

An act: for the relief of Sylvester T. Jerauld, 


i 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
1 


i| assignee of the interest of Henry Richard. 


I will vote to increase the pay of men who receive | 
less than that sum, because I believethatin almost | 
| An act for the re 


large as he could commend in any other pursuit, | 


i 


| An act for the relief of Thomas D. Jennings. 
An act for the relief of Joseph Campau. 

. An act for the relief of Manuel Hernandez. 
ief of Mrs. Sally T. B. Coch- 
late Lieutenant R. E. Coch- 
Army: 

ief of William Claude Jones. 
ief of Rebecca Freeman, 

ief of James Wormsley. 

ief of Mary Carlton. 

ief of Sarah Crandall. 

ief of Joseph Gonder, jr., and 


; rane, widow of the 
i rane, United States 
: An act for the rel 
| An act for the re 
: An act for the re 
! An act for the re 
' An act for the re 
: John Duff. 


|! An act for the relief of William Miller. 


I have but a word further to say, and then I : 
will yield to others and trespass no longer on the |! : 
ifferences of pay, for || patience of the House. 1 propose to offer an l! Georgia, 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives | 
of Samuel Prioleau, deceased. ‘ 
An act for the relief of William Harris, of 
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Anzact for the relief of James "Edwards and 

others. 
; An act. for the relief of Thomas Snodgrass. 

An-act for the relief of the executrix of the late 
Brevet Colonel A.C. W. Fanning, of the United 
States Army. ayy 

Mr. PHELPS. then obtained the floor, but 
yielded it to i 

Mr. PECKHAM, whd moved that the House 
adjourn. : . 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 
House (at-three o’clock and twenty minutes p. m.) 
adjourned until to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
: Wenpnespar, July 26, 1854. 

Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicen. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope, at this period of the 
session, there will be no objection, as it is usually 
done when we are hard pressed for time, to omit 
the reading of the Journal. I move that that be 
done. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

DAVID F. DOUGLASS. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. The Committee on Claims, |! 


to whom was referred the bill for the relief of 
David F. Douglass, late marshal of the northern 
district of California, have instructed me to report 
back the bill without amendment, and to recom- 
mend its passage. It is a meritorious case which 
is recommended by Mr. Whittlesey. I also pre- 
sent a report in the case, gwhich I ask may be | 
printed. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the bill will be passed 
now. lts object is to enable the settlement of the 
accounts of the late marshal for the northern dis- 
trict of California. Mr: Whittlesey, the Comp- 
troller, has sent it here, and asked for its passage. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to direct the accounting offi- | 
cers, in the settlement of Mr, Douglass’s accounts, 
to allow such charges as he paid the bailiffs and 
criers of the district court, certified by Judge 
Hoffman, who held the court, to be necessary, rea- 
sonable, and piebe and as low as competent 
persons could be obtained to perform such offices, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 
making appropriations for fortifications and other 
works of defense, and for repairs of barracks and 
quarters, for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1855, was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

GEORGE MATTINGLY. 

The private bills heretofore received from the | 
House of Representatives were read, and appro- 
priately referred, as stated below. When the bill 
for the relief of George Mattingly was announced, 

Mr. BADGER said: I should be very glad if 
the Senate would dispose of that billimmediately. 
It is one about which there can be no question. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded | 
to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole. | 

It proposes to authorize the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings to convey to George Mattingly | 
and his heirs, all the right, title, and interest of 


the United States in and to square numbered four |; 


hundred and ninety-five, of the plat of the city of 
Washington, if he or they shall first produce to 


the Commissioner a certificate of the Secretary of |: 


the Treasury that he paid to him for the United 
States the sum of $387 11, with interest thereon 
from July 26, 1844. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
améndment, ordered.to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

PINE GROVE ACADEMY. 

When the bill for the relief of the Pine Grove 
Academy, in the State of Louisiana, was an- 
nounced, 

Mr. SLIDELL said: The Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims of the Senate have reported a 
bil in precisely the same terms as this one; and 
there can be no doubt that the Senate would have 

assed it if it had been reached in regular order. 


-|i am perfectly familiar. 


as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the bill. 
It proposes to confirm the title of the president, 
directors, and trustees of the Pine Grove Acad- 
emy, in the parish of Caldwell, Louisiana, in 
their title toa lot of forty acres on which the 
academy is situated, which was donated by some 
of the claimants under the Maison Rouge grant. 
| It also proposes to confirm them in‘their title to 
another tract of land in the same parish, of ab 
one mile front on the west bank of the Ouachita 
river, known as lot 23, in plat No. 1, in the Maison 


| deputy surveyor of the United States, containing 
about four thousand acres, donated to them by 
Daniel W. Cox, one of the claimants of the grant 
in 1839, with a proviso that the act shall operate 
only as a relinquishment of title on the part of the 
i United States, and shall not interfere with the 
| rights of settlers on the land. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| third time, and passed. 

FRAZER AND CLENDENIN 

| When the bill for the relief of John Frazer, the 
‘administrator of the estate of John G. Clendenin, 
| came up— 

Mr. PETTIT. 
i that bill now. It is a matter with which I am 


| familiar, and there is no doubt that if it were |! 


referred, the Committee on Private Land Claims 
would recommend its passage. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded 
to consider the bill. It proposes to reimburse to 
the parties the amount expended by them for the 
purchase of a certain tract in Indiana, together 

| with interest thereon, and also their expenses in 


| that sum; but before any payment shall be made, 


j| the accounting officer is to be satisfied by proof 


i asto the amount expended by them in purchasing 
| the tract and prosecuting their title to it, and that 
i no more shall be allowed than the United States 
received for the land, with interest on that sum, 
and that no more than seventy-five dollars shall 
i pe ellowed for their expenses in defending their 
titie. 

Mr. CASS. I do not like to object to this bill; 
but I really prefer that it should be referred to the 

proper committee. 

i+ Mr. PETTIT. This is a matter with which I 
If it be referred at all, it 
| will be to my committee, and I know it will be 
| favorably reported on. It is now before the Sen- 
| ate, and might as well be acted on at this time. 
Mr. CASS. Ido not doubt the merit, of the 
: case; but I think we ought to have a report 


Mr. HUNTER. After this is disposed of I 
shail object to considering any more of these bills 
i now. It istime that we were getting to the ap- 
propriation Bills. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred to committees, as 
| annexed: 


| United States Navy-—-Committee on Foreign Re- 
| lations. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Bedinger’s heirs— 
| Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


| E. Wool—Committee on Claims. 

| A bill for the relief of J. C. Buckles, of Louis- 
| ville, Kentucky—Committee on the Post Office 
‘and Post Roads. 

} A bill for the relief of James S. Graham and 
Walter H. Finnall—Committge on the Post Office 
i and Post Reads. 

| _ A bill for the relief of William A. Duer, John 
| Duer, and Beverly Robinson, trustees of the es- 
i tate of Sarah Alexander, widow of Major General 
| William Alexander, commonly known as Lord 
| Sterling—Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

| A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
i of John Rice Jones—Committee on Private Land 


| 


_ ask, therefore, that this bill may now be con- 
sidered without a reference, i 


i Claims. : 


A bill for the relief of Brigadier General John | 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, | 


Rouge grant, surveyed by John Dinsmore, a j| 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a |! 


I ask for the consideration of |! 


| defending their title to the land, with interest on |: 


I H 
‘withdraw my objection, however, to oblige the ji 
ji Senator from Indiana. 


A bill for the relief of W. D. Porter, of the |: 


A bill for the relief of Robert F. McGuire and 
Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Lamy—-Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for: the relief of Lieutenant George H. 
| Paige, of the United States Army—Committee on 

Military Affairs. ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Captain J. 

H. Lendrum, of the United States Army—Com-~ 
| mittee on Military Affairs, 

A bill to provide a pension for Oliver Brown, 
of Chemung county, New York--Committee on 


i Pensions. ; 

A bill to provide a peggion for Edmund Mitch- 
| ell, of Carroll county, inthe State of Kentucky— 
; Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of James 
: tee on Pensions. 

' A bill for the relief of John H. Hicks, of In- 
-diana—Committee on Pensions. 

| A bill for the relief of John Brown, second, of 
! New Hampshire—Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Anne W. Angus, 
idow of the late Captain Angus, United States 
rmy—Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Betsey Nash—Commit- 
| tee on Pensions. 

| A bill for the relief of Thomas Ellis—Commit- 
| tee on Pensions. 

' A bill for the relief of Charlotte S. Westcott— 
| Committee on Pensions, 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh—Com- 


Butler--Commit- 


w 
iA 


i 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 


| mittee on Pensions. . 
| A bill for the relief of Anna E. Cook—Commit- 
| tee on Pensions. 

Abi 
mittee 
| A bi 


| for the relief of Abraham Ausman—Com- 
on Pensions. 
ll for the relief of Titian R. Peale—Com- 


|} mittee on the Library. 


A bill for the relief of Sylvester Humphrey, and 
| the heirs of Alexander Humphrey, deceased— 
Committee on Claims. 
| A bill for the relief of Jacob McLellan--Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

A bill for the relief of Charles I. Davis, ad- 
: ministrator of Captain John Davis, an officer in 


i! the war of the Revolution—Committee on Revo- 


: lutionary Claims. f 
| A bill for the relief of Charles H. Wilgus— 
| Committee on Military Affairs. 

A joint resolution for the settlement of the 
| claim of Don Juan Jesus Vigil, of New Mexico 
| —Committee on Military Affairs. j 
| A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
| of Everard Meade—Committee on Revolutionary 
| Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin Smith 
! Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Reddick, ad- 


| 
| A bill for the relief of William Curran—Com- 
; mittee on Private Land Claims. 

| A bill for the relief of Enoch S. More—Com- 
i mittee on Private Land Claims. 

|} A bill for the relief of Patrick Gass—Committee 
| on Private Land Claims. 

! A bill for the relief of Rosalie Caxillo—Com- 
! mittee on Private Land Claims. 

| A bill for the relief of William Hankins—Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs. 

: A bill for the relief of A. S. Laughery—Com- 
| mittee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of William J. McElhiny, E. 
P. Mathews, and Lawrence Cribben—Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of township forty-five, range 
one, in Warren county, Missouri—-Committee on 
Private Land Claims. ; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lieutenant Francis Ware—-Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. . 

A bill for the relief of James Capen—Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones, surety for a former postmaster at Norfolk, 
| Virginia—Committee on the Judiciary. 

A biil for the relief of James Wright, jr., of the 
State of Tennessee—Committee on Pensions: 

A bill for the relief of Captain Lewis E. Simonds” 
—Committee on Naval. Affairs. f 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Morse, of Essex, 
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Chittenden county, Vermont—Commitieeon Pen- 
sions. 

A bill for the relief of Ira Call, of Huron 
county, Ohio—Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac M. Sigler, of Put- 
nam county, Indiana—Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Mary H. Cushing—Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

A bill vesting the title of the United States to 
certain lands in the city of Cincinnati—Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of William H. Weirick— 
Committee on Military Affairs. : 

A bill for the relief of the civil township of 
Marion, in the county of Mercer, Ohio—Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Rebecca Bagerly, widow 
of David Bagerly, deceased—-Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 


BROWN, RUSSELL AND COMPANY. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
from the House of Representatives, for the relief 
of John S. Jones and William EH. Russell, sur- 
viving partners of the firm of Brown, Russell & 
Co., have instructed me to report it back without 
amendment, and recommend its passage. I ask 
for.its consideration now. 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. Its object is to direct the Secretary of War 
to settle and adjust the claims of John S. Jones 
and William H. Russell, surviving partners of 
Brown, Russell & Co., for losses of oxen and 
wagons sustained in the transportation of military 
stores from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fé, and 
limits the amount to be allowed to $38,800. 

In the fall of 1850, an extraordinary necessity 
arose for forwarding military supplies from Fort 
Leavenworth to Santa Fé. Owing to the lateness 
of the season, and the risk to be encountered in 
such a journey in the winter time, the acting 
quartermaster, Brevet Major Ogden could find no 
persons willing, at any price, to undertake the 
service, except Russell, Brown, and Jones. These 
persons entered into a contract with Major Og- 
den, acting on the part of the Government, to 
receive the supplies at Fort Leavenworth, with 
suitable means of conveyance, to be approved by 
that officer, and transport them, ‘‘ with all prac- 
ticable dispatch,” to Santa Fé. The contractors 
accordingly entered on the service with three 
trains, consisting of one hundred wagons, and 
upwards of twelve hundred head of oxen; and 
after a toilsome journey, and much exposure, 
arrived at a point about forty-five miles from 
Santa Fé, when they were stopped by a snow 
storm of extraordinary severity. Mr. Brown, 
one of the contractors, was in charge of the 
trains, and at this point left them, and went into 
Santa Fé, to report his progress to the officer 
in command there, and procure his assent to a 
suspension of the journey until better weather. 
Mr. Brown was taken ill on his arrival at Santa 
Fé, and died a few days after, in consequence, as 
was believed, of the hardships and exposures he || 
had suffered. After waiting several days for Mr. 
Brown’s return, the person next in charge went 
also to Santa Fé, and there finding his principal 
at the point of death, represented to the command- 
ant of the post, Captain Easton, the condition of |; 
the trains, and the state of the weather and roads, | 
and that it would cause great loss to endeavor 
then to proceed; asking, consequently, his con- 
currence in a temporary delay. This was refused | 
by Captain Easton, in consequence, as is shown 
by his affidavit, and those of the clerks in the 
quartermaster’s department, of the necessities of | 
the garrison, and he demanded that the supplies 
be brought on immediately, and if not, that he 
would have them brought at the contractor’s ex- 
pense. The agent, consequently, returned to the |: 
encampment, and thence hastened the supplies 
through to Santa Fé, To effect this, it appears |; 
by the deposition of the agent, ©. O. Jones, that 
he expended upwards of $14,000 in the purchase 
of forage, and in the hire of extra teams and men; 
and from sundry depositions, that nearly the 
whole namber of the cattle belonging to the trains 
perished from the exposure. It also appears that, 
on the settlement of the estate of the deceased 
partner, (Brown,) the actual loss of the contract- 
ors ia the transaction was a fraction less than 


| is not yet finished, and J apprehend it will require 
| a day or two yet to finish it. 


' worth, have instructed me to report a joint reso- 
lution for their relief. 1 hopeit will be acted upon |; 


| it, and to direct that the amount found to be due, ; 


$40,000. It is shown that these losses might 
have been avoided by a temporary delay at the 
oint where the trains were encamped. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time and passed. 

TEXAS NAVY. 

Mr. RUSK. I move to dispense with all prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill to 
provide for the surviving officers of the late Texan 
Navy. 

Mr. HUNTER. I havea proposition to make | 
to the Senate, which I hope will be accepted by | 
H 


all. If they will agree to take up the civil and || 
diplomatic appropriation bill this morning, and sit || 


it out to-day, I think we can conclude it probably 
by four o’clock, the usual hour of adjournment. 


i 
I shall then not be in the way of gentlemen to- i 


morrow, and they can get up what they choose. | 
Mr. RUSK. * it is now only half past eleven 
o’clock, 
Mr. HUNTER. I suggest that it will be an 
eet saving of time to finish the appropriation 
ill. i 


then? 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator may try the | 
sense of the Senate upon it to-morrow. 

Mr. RUSK. [ will make a proposi 
honorable Senator from Virginia? | 

Mr. WALKER. I will say to the Senator | 
from Virginia, that I think it will be impossilles! 
to finish the civil and diplomatic Cabra al 
bill until we shall have had another Executive ses- 
sion. I could tell him why, but I cannot speak 
of such matters in open session. He will find on 
conference with the chairman of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, [Mr. Sespasrian,] that we can- 
not dispose of this bill until we have had an Ex- 
ecutive session. ~ 

Mr. HUNTER. We can get so nearly through 
that wecan see our way clear. 

Mr. MASON. We have very important busi- | 
ness to dispose of at this session. We have Ex- 
ecutive business to attend to. This is the first 
appropriation bill that we have had before us. It 


tion to the i 


i 


I have the kindest 
disposition towards the Senator from Texas, but 
I am opposed to taking up any business of a char- | 
acter which is not pressing in preference to that 
which is pressing. 

Mr. RUSK. I introduced this bill at a very 
early part of the session. I have been very anx- 
ious all the time to get it up, but it has been | 
delayed by other business. {t will be useless to | 


attempt toget it up at this session unless within a | 


few days. Jtis a matter which involves questions | 
of considerable importance, especially to the par- 
ties who are to be affected by it. I hope the Sen- 
ate will take it up. 


motion was lost. 
Mr. RUSK called for the yeas and nays; 
they were not ordered. 
SETH M. LEAVENWORTH. 
Mr. RUSK. t 
and Post Roads, to whom was referred the pelti- | 
tion of the legal representatives of Seth M. Leaven- | 


but 


now. It merely requires the execution of a law. | 

The joint resolution was read twice, and con- | 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- | 
poses to direct the Sixth Auditor of the Treasury 
to examine and ascertain the amount of damages 
which may have been due to Leavenworth under 
the provisions of a joint resolution for his relief, 
passed August 6, 1846, to allow twelve months to 
his legal representatives to file proof in regard to 


be paid to them. 

Mr. CHASE. I agg for the reading of the re- 
port accompanying thé joint resolution. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope it will be laid over. 
We have not time forthatnow. We should take 
up the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. RUSK. One word of expianation will i; 
settle the matter, and prevent the necessity of | 
calling it up again. A resolution was passed in |; 
1846, requiring the Postmaster General to settle | 
certain damages for a violation of a contract with | 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
l 
i 
t 
i 


| 
H 
The Committee on the Post Office |. 
| 


Seth M. Leavenworth. The Postmaster General 
refused to take any action on the subject. - Leav- 
| enworth has since died. The report-on-the old 
; case is there, and it makes .a- very: strong case. 
iThis only requires the Auditor to examine, as- 
certain, and pay what damages may be due. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. «Is the Senator 
from Ohio satisfied ? j 

Mr. CHASE. Yes, sir. : 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 


H 
t 
i 
i 
1 


|| without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
|i a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


PETITION. 


| REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of E. 
| A. Williams and W. D. Ligon, asking to be re- 
; lieved from their liability as sureties upon: the 
, official bonds of W. H. Kennon, purser in the 
; United States Navy, submitted an adverse report 
| thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

| Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Foreign 
| Relations, to whom was referred the memorial of 
i Anne S. P. Chew, executrix of William W. Chew, 
| praying to beallowed the outfitofa chargé d’affaires, 


|, during the time the testator acted in that capacity 


[at the Court of St. Petersburgh, in 1839 and 1840, 


| submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
i ordered to be printed. 


| Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 


; tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill from 


i| the House of Representatives, authorizing the 


| payment of balance of the property accounts be- 


i tween the United States and the State of New 
i, York, for military stores in the war of 1812, re- 


| ported it back without amendment. 
Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Print- 
hom was referred the motion to print the 


| ing, to w 


|| petition of John A. Sutter, praying indemnity for 


į losses sustained in consequence of the forcible 
| seizure of bis lands and property by settlers, un- 

der the plea that they were unappropriated pub- 
lic lands, reported against printing the same. 

He said he was instructed to say that, although 
| it had been usual for the last four years to print 
memorials from State Legislatures, yet it had not 
been so in the case of private individuals, and 
therefore the committee had reported adversely to 
the printing of this petition. 

The report was concurred in. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of 
J. B. Taliaferro and others, sureties of D. F. M. 
Thornton, a purser in the Navy, praying to be re~ 
leased from their liability, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill for the relief of J. H. F. 
Thornton, Lawrence Taliaferro, and H. T. Tali- 
aferro, sureties of D. M. F. Thornton, late a pur- 
ser in the Navy of the United States; which was 
read, and passed toa second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 


CANAL IN FLORIDA. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the report of 
the Secretary of War, communicating information 


į 
i 
ji 


i respecting the survey of a route for a canal across 


the peninsula of Florida, was ordered to be printed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SHIELDS asked and obtained the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill 
granting the right of way across Rock Island, in 
ilinois, to the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad 
Company; which was read, and passed toa second 
reading. 

i MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


: A message was received from the House of 
` Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed a bill from the 
: Senate supplementary to an act entitled ** An act 
to authorize notaries public to take and certify 
oaths; affirmations, and acknowledgments in cer- 
tain cases; also, that they had passed a bill for 
the relief of Benjamin Metoyer; in which they re- 
quested the concurrence of the Senate. 
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ements of the Senate to. the bill.of the House 
making ‘provision for the postal. service in- the 
State of California, and in the Territories of 
. Oregon and Washington. ; 
The message also announced that the House 
. had:passed an order requesting the.Senate to send 
them a certified copy of the bill of the Senate for 
the relief of Thomas Butler, the original having 
been mislaid. 

The: Senate proceeded to consider the above 
order of the: House of Representatives, and in 
concurrence therewith, directed the transmission 
to them of a certified copy of the above-named 

ill. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 

Representatives, by Mr. McKran, Chief Clerk, 

announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills: 

An act to create and provide a pension for Da- 
vid Towle. 

An act to increase the salaries of executive and 
judiciary offices in Oregon, New Mexico, Wash- 
ingtony Utah, and Minnesota. 

An act making appropriationsto defray the ex- 
penses of the Cayuse war. 

An act for the relief of Robert Grignon. 

An act for the relief of Captain George Simp- 
ton, of Galveston. 

An act for the relief of Pamela Brown, widow 
of Major General Jacob Brown, of the United 
States Army, decensed. 

An act for the relief Charles Lee Jones. 

An act creating a collection district in New 
York, to be called the district of Dunkirk, and 
constituting Dunkirk a port of entry, and the 

. ports of Barcelona, Silver Creek, and Cattaraugus 
Creek ports of delivery. 

An act making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855. 

An act making provision for the postal service 
in the State of California, and in the Territories 
of Oregon and Washington, 

Which were thereupon signed by the Presi- 
DENT pro tempore. 

During the discussion on the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, a brief period before the 
adjournment, another message was received from 
the House of Representatives, by Mr. McKean, 
Chief Clerk, announcing that the Speaker had 
sigued the following enrolled bills: 

An act for the relief of James M. Goggin. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of the late Thomas Chapman, formerly collector 
of the port of Georgetown, South Carolina. 

An act authorizing a patent to be issued to Peter 
Poncin for certain lands therein described. 

An act for the relief of Conrad Wheat, jr., or 
his legal representatives. 

An act for the relief of Richard King. 

An act for the relief of Richard M. Bouton, 
George Wright, and the widow of Marvin W. 
Fisher. 

An act for the relief of Andrew J. Dickerhoff. 

A bill for the relief of Lavinia Taylor. 

An act for the relief of Samuel H. Hempstead. 

An act for the relief of John W. Kelly. 

An act for the relief of Sylvester T. Jerauld, as- 
signee of the interest of Henry Richaud. 

An act toascertain and adjust the titles to certain 
lands in the State of Indiana. 

An act for the relief of lra Baldwin. 

An act for the relief of Thomas D. Jennings. 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Freeman. 

An act for the relief of James Wormsley. 

An act for the relief of Mary Cariton. 

An act for the relief of Sarah Crandall. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Campau. 

Anæet for the relief of Manuel Hernandez. 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Sally T. B. Coch- 
rane, widow of the late Lieutenant R. E. Cochrane, 
United States Army. 

An act for the relief of William Claude Jones. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Gonder, jr., and 
John Daff. 

An act for the relief of William Harris, of 
Georgia. 

An act for the relief of James Edwards and 
others. : 

An act for the relief of Thomas Snodgrass. 

An act for the relief of William Miller. 


— — ; 
<ocAlso, that: they had concurred in- the-amend- 


; concerned for my own 


| upwards, annually. 


An act-for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Samuel: Prioleau, deceased. . 

An act forthe relief of John S.. Wilson. - 

An. act for the relief of Thomas S. Russell. . 

An act for the relief of A. G. Bennett. 

An act for the relief of the widows and orphans 
of the officers and seamen of the United States 
schooner Grampus, who were lost in that vessel, 
in March, 1843, near the coast of the United States. 

An act to confirm a certain land claim in Louisi- 
ana, known as the Fleurian claim. 

An act to incorporate the proprietors-of the 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

An act for the relief of Passed Midshipmen 
George P, Welsh and Clark H. Wells. i 

An act for the relief of William Senna Factor. 

An act for the relief of the executors of the Jate 
brevet Colonel A. C. W. Fanning, of the United 
States Army. i 

An act for the relief of the yepresentatives of 
Joseph Watson, deceased. 

Which were then signed by the PRESIDENT pro 
tempore. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


bill from the House, ** making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 


ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855.” 


Mr. Hamuiy had submitted an amendment for 
e erection of certain custom-houses, as published 
esterday. 


Mr. Apams had moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding to the custom-house appropria- 
tions the following proviso: 

Provided, That no money shail be expended for a custom- 
house under the provisions of this act at any place where 
the customs do not equal the expeuse of collection. 

The pending question is on this amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS. My object in offering that 
amendment was not to discontinue any collection 
district, or to remove any one from office, but it 
has been represented that Congress has passed 
various bills establishing custom districts and ap- 
pointing officers where no customs are collected, 
or if any atall, very little. It does seem to me 
that if the receipts into the Treasury are not 
equal to the expenses of collecting, we should not 
go on to build custom-houses. 

I admit, sir, that this is intended rather as an 
inquiry into this report. If we have collection 
districts all over the country at an expense to the 
Government, without any corresponding ad vant- 
age, when the commerce of the country does not 
require such districts, it is right that we should 
know it. At all events, this proposition limits 
the expenditures to the districts whéte the cus- 
toms amount to the expenses of collection. lam 


; not disposed to detain the Senate, but this seems 


to me to be a most reasonable proposition, and 
one to which none can reasonably object. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope that the amendment 
to the amendment will not be adopted. There are 
two rules, I think, which prevail in the collection 
of the revenue. There are two classes of officers 
necessary in the revenue department, one to collect 
revenue, the other to prevent frauds on the reve- 
nue; one to serve as a preventive force, the other 
as a collective force; and one is just as necessary 
as the other. 

We all know that in a very few of the principal 
ports, nine tenths of all our -revenye is collected; 
but still, if we had no preventive force at other 
points, the whole revenue system would be evad- 
ed. It is true, in point of fact, in some districts 
where little or no revenue is collected, the prevent- 
ive force is necessary, and a vast number of 
officers are required for the keeping of records, 
and the charge of papers. I refer to those dis- 
tricts particularly composed of fishermen. They 


i add to the wealth of the country though they do 


not pay duties on imports. 
Mr. RUSK. So far as the appropriations are 
yee. the amendment to 
the amendment would nofaffect it. f hope, how- 
ever, thatit will not pass. i seeno good reason for 
it; and I see very many good reasons against it. 
These custom-houses are necessary to protect 
therevenue. I will instance the State of Texas. 
Our exports there amount to $10,000,000, and 
I have no idea that I should 
be under the estimate, if I should say that the im- 
ports, upon which duties are paid, and which are 


consumed within. that State, amount to $5,000,000 
annually; and, perhaps, considerably more. If 
so, there would bea revenue derjved from the con- 
sumption by the people of that State of $200,000, 
or $300,000; but the amount of duties collected in 
her ports would fall very far short of that sum, 
because the goods would be imported into New 
York, and would go by the coastwise trade to the 
ports of Texas. ‘They would do so for two rea- 
sons: In the first place, there is a larger amount 
of capital in the city of New York for the pur- 
pose of making these importations; and, in the 
second place, the accommodations offered by the 
‘custom-house there, are much greater than in any 
of the ports of my State. 

Under such circumstances the operation of the 
Government is to give an additional inducement 
to the larger importations of the large cities, over 
and above the amount of capital which they have, 
by the facilities which the Government itself af- 
fords to those larger ports for the collection of 
duties, by these means adding to the expenses 
and additional charge for reshipment and freight 
along the coast to be received at Texas. It seems 
to me that the Government ought, at least, to put 
the smaller ports upon an equality in point of ac- 
commodation, because, as a matter of course, great 
expenses would be saved, if you made the trade 
as direct as possible between the producer and 
consumer. - 

Theamendmentto the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DAWSON. [desire to present an amend- 
ment to the amendment for the custom-houses, 
Brunswick, in the State of Georgia, has been, 
during this session of Congress, made. a port of 
entry. It is one of the finest harbors in the entire 
South, and the nearest one to the Gulf of Mexico. 
There are now several canals in connection with 
it just being completed, and their celebration has 
just taken place. Then there is a railroad from 
that place directly over to Mobile, which will 
make it one of the most important ports in our 
part of the country. I now ask, sir, to have ap- 
propriated for the building of a custom-house at 
that port, $50,000. 1 would further state, that m 
friend from Vermont [Mr. Foor] is very weli 
acquainted with its location, and knows the great 
importance of that place. If any appropriation 
should be made of this kind, an appropriation for 
Brunswick is indispensably necessary, for it is 
now aport of entry. My amendment is to add 
the following: 

For the building of a custom-house and post office at 
Brunswick, in the State of Georgia, 850,000 

Mr. HAMLIN. Is thatin order? Has it been 
recommended by a Department or reported from 
a committee? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator from Georgia inform the Chair whether the 
amendment to the amendment is moved by direc- 
tion of a standing committee of the Senate, or in 
pursuance of an estimate from the head of a De- 


partment ? 

Mr. DAWSON. It is not moved by a com- 
mittee, 

Mr. HAMLIN. Or estimated for by a Depart- 
ment? 


Mr. DAWSON. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
rule. 

Mr. DAWSON. The paper which was read 
yesterday, from the Department, in regard to the 
amendment which is pending, was not an esti- 
mate made by the Department; it was merely a 
letter in response to the members who had asked 
some questions on that subject. : 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 had the estimates in every 
case in my hands. 

Mr. DAWSON. Ican obtainone. But, Mr. 
President, have E nota right to move an amend- 
ment to the amendment, whether it is recom- 
mended by the committee or anybody else? Í 
do not offer this as an original proposition, but 
as an amendment to an amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of opinion that under the rule no original amend- 
ment can be made unless it be recommended by a 
standing committee, or be in pursuance of an es- 
timate from a Department. ‘The Senator from 
Georgia moves to amend the amendment, and the 
Chair supposes that the same rule applies to such 
amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. If I then address a letter to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and obtain from 


` 


No, sir. 
Then -it is excluded by the 


$ 


inoue 


yee) 


him a recommendation in reply, will that make 
this in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAWSON. Very well, I can do that. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to offer an amend- 
‘ment to the amendment of the Committee on 
Commerce, to which I think there can be no ob- 
jection; certainly none on the part of the friends 
‘of this measure. Ft is one whichis wellguarded, 
and it asks for no appropriation of money at this 
time. I hope it will meet with general approba- 
tion. I make it asa report from a committee: 


And the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and empowered to provide necessary accommo- 
dations for the courts of the United States and the officers 
conneeted with them ia the district of Massachusetts, by 
fitting up and leasing the same until permanent accommo- 
dations can be provided, as hereinafter proposed. 

And be it further enacted That the President cause to be 
procured, by purehase or otherwise, suitable sites tor build- 
ings to be used as court-houses and post offices in the cities 
of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore; and 
that he prepare and submit to Congress, at as early a day as 
practicable, the plans and estimates of the same, together 
with any contract or contracts he may make for any site or 
sites, which coutract or contracts shall be conditional and 
only effective in case they are approved by Congress. 


The material part of this amendment consists 
of the second section, which authorizes the Presi- 
dent of the United States to make conditional con- 
tracts, and submit them to the next Congress, for 
Suitable sites for the courts and post offices in the 
cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore. Provisions for most of the other States 
are contained in this bill. There has been recom- 
mendation after recommendation for this. Bulls 
providing for each of these places have passed the 
Senate separately. There is an absolute necessity 
for it; much more than there is for many of the 
provisions of the original amendment. 

The courts are literally in the streets in the city 
of Philadelphia, Suitable places cannot be ob- 
tained there for them. Buildings cannot be hired 
from individuals suitable for the post office, either 
in New York or Philadelphia, except at an enor- 
mous rent, The amendment which { have offered 
authorizes conditional contracts to be made, and 
they are to be submitted to Congress. 

Mr. GWIN. I think the Senator had better 
change it, and have the estimates and propositions 
gent, but no contract made, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My amendment provides 
that the President shall submit the conditional 
contracts, which he may make, to the next Con- 

ress, 

Mr. GWIN. ft shoald not provide for a con- 
tract, Let us have the propositions for Congress 
to act upon. X 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The contracts are only 
to be conditional. 

Mr, HUNTER. Is that amendment in order? 
There is no estimate for it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


ment proposes no appropriation at all, and the | 


Chair knows no objection to it. It merely au- 
thorizes conditional contracts to be made. 

Mr. BRIGHT. This subject has already been 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether or not the public 
interest would be promoted by erecting suitable 
buildings at the capital of every State, or at every 
point where the circuit and district courts of the 
United States are held by authority of law. 
greater necessity for such building can exist at 

‘any one of the points named in the amendment 
to the amendment than exists at the capital of the 
State which I represent. As evidence of that, I 
will refer to the memorial of the Legislature which 
is now on file here, to various petitions which I 
have presented, and to the bill which I introduced 
at an early stage of the session. F do not wish 
to embarrass the proposition ef the Senator from 
Pennsylvania. It may be that there are Senators 
who do not desire appropriations for buildings 
within their respective States; but [ do desire it 
for my State; and I intend to resist this amend- 


ment, unless Indianapolis is included init, There- | 


fore, if the Senator insists upon his amendment, | 
move, as an amendment to it, that Indianapolis 
be inserted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not 
now in order. The amendment offered by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania isan amendment to 
a pendihg amendment 

Mr. BRIGHT. lask the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania whether he will accept it? 


No | 


! 
i 
H 


: a post office, and when we are obliged to pay $6,000 | 


| have offered. 


la matter of absolute necessity. 


| While it is deemed expedient and proper that ap- 


| place in which the Federal judge could hold his 


'mencement of a system of having Federal court- || 


| tainly when we are paying $6,000, or $8,000, or 
| 810,000 for places in which to hold the courts in | 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 
accept every other a 
Mr. BRIGHT. 


ment of the same kind. 
fend that every Sena- 
tor feels he has a right-tesuch an amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. ‘There are many places | 
and cities hot provided with post offices. The 
amendment reported from the Committee on Com- 
merce makes provision for post offices in the 
various places mentioned in it. 

Mr. CASS. In all of them? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I know that two or three 
of the places are provided for in the original 
amendment, advocated by the Senator from Mich- 
igan. Provision is made in several of them for 
post offices, and perhaps in all of them. And 
why, sir, should the city of Boston, or New 
York, or Philadelphia, not have suitable accom- 
modation for post offices, when all the little towns 
mentioned in the original amendment are pro- 
vided for? There is more business done in one 
day, in the post office at New York, than is done 
in all the post offices provided for in the original 
amendment. I do not wish to say anything that 
will damage that amendment, but I say this for 
the purpose of showing the absolute necessity for 
the provision made in the amendment which I 


Mr. WALKER. For my life I cannot see 
why there should be opposition to this amend- 
ment. Here is a proposition to submit to the 
President of the United States the power to con- 
tract for these buildings at places where they are 


Mr. BRODHEAD. He isto make conditional | 
contracts, which are to be submitted to Con- 

ress. 

Mr, WALKER. They are to be conditional | 
contracts which are to be submitted to Congress, 
and passed upon and ratified or rejected by it. | 


propriations should be made for the other places | 
in the United States mentioned in the original 
amendment, I cannot for my life see why this 
should not be done for the places named in the 
amendment to the amendment. In one case they 
have no court-house, and in the other the apart- 
ments are very inconvenient. I believe it is so in 


both places. 
Where? 


A SENATOR. 

Mr. WALKER. Philadelphia and Boston. 

i ai BRODHEAD. They have none in Phila- 
delpbia. 

Mr. ROCKWELL and Mr. SUMNER. And 
none in Boston. ; 

Mr. WALKER. [cannot see the reason for | 
the opposition to the proposition. 1 shall support 
it cheerfully. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is but just to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, of which [am chairman, 
that I should say a word here. Originally a 
proposition came to the committee from the city 
of Boston, asking that some arrangements should ; 
be made, by the Secretary of the Interior, I think, | 
to afford them some place in which to hold the | 
United States courts. Under. the circumstances, 
it was thought reasonable that in Boston, where 
there had been such opposition made to the Fed- 
eral courts, we should have some permanent 


i 
court. Out of that grew the amendment, in sub- ;| 
stance, which is now proposed. It has been the |i 
subject of conversation before the committee, and || 
I give notice to the Senate that it will%e the com- | 


houses in every State of the Union. Ido not. 
know but that it may be right; but I can say that ; 
this is not the proper bill, nor this the proper oc- 
casion to decide upon such measures, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Whether there is an ab- 
solute necessity or not for having Federal court- 
houses in all the States [ do not know, but cer- 7 


it 


if 


New York, and the same amount in Philadelphia, | 
and perhaps the samegn Boston, and $10,000 rent |! 


for a place, the lease of which willsoon expire, for i! 


or $8,000 a year rent fer a place in which to hold i 


the post office in Philadelphia, it becomes a ques- i| 
tion whether it would not be sound economy to | 
make purchases at once, and not be taking leases ji 
of buildings which afford very imperfect accom- | 
modation. Hf there is any necessity for the ori- | 

ginal amendment, there is great necessity for this. 1 


IfI do, I will have to || 


| ing it to be quite as just as the other. 


The original. amendment makes an appropri- 
ation of money from the Treasury; the one which 
I have offered directs the President of the United 
States to miake conditional contracts, and. that is 
the proper way to do it.. - If we were to direct 
him merely to submit propositions, one set en 
in Philadelphia or New York would say ‘this-is 
the best site, these are the best proposals; another 
set would advocate other sites and other proposals. 
You must leave it-as a question of administration 
to make conditional contracts, and submit. the 
same to Congress. That is the best way.. Wè 
shall then have the contract in form before us. It 
is, therefore, sound economy, it is right in form; 
and certainly, although this bill is pretty large, 


; although it may besomewhat questionable whether 
| it will ever be sustained in a committee of confer- 
i ence, which I think very doubtful, it is proper to 


put this in. If thereis any necessity existing in 
Indiana, as indicated by the honorable Senator, 
(Mr. Brieur,] I have no objection to include in- 
dianapolis. I therefore put ‘ Indianapolis” in 
the amendment after the word **Boston.”” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania modifies his amendment. by 
inserting ‘‘ Indianapolis.” 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Ihave received notice from 
gentlemen around me which induces me to with- 
draw the modification. I should be willing to 
modify it, but I cannot obtain the consent of the 
committee. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have not been resisting this 
proposition on the ground that I do not ‘think it 
necessary; but I insist on my amendment, believ- 
If the Sen- 
ator will accept it, will go with him for his prop- 
osition. ; 

Mr. COOPER. I think the amendment pro- 
posed by my colleague should meet with the favor 
of the Senate. I admit that the suggestions of 
the Senator from South Carolina have a great 
deal of force; but inasmuch as provision is made 
in the bill for the purchase of sites, and the erec- 
tion of buildings for these purposes at various 
points, I cannot conceive why it is improper that 
the President should be clothed with power to 
make conditional contracts, and to submit them 
to Congress at the next session for its action. It 
seems to me that it is proper. 

I do not know what the condition of Boston or 
New York is in this respect, not having made in- 
airy into it, but I know what the condition of 

hiladelphia is. We have no convenient edifice 
for the post office; we have no edifice at all in 
which the courts of the United States can be held. 
Our post office is in a building which is very in- 
convenient for the purpose, and unsafe in many 
respects, There is not the necessary mount of 


| room for the clerical force which is engaged in 


assorting and distributing the mails. I think, 
therefore, itis highly convenient and proper that 
the amendment of my colleague should be made. 
Ihave no objection at all to the amendment 
which is proposed by the Senator from Indiana, 
if it be in order. I have no objection to it if there 
is a necessity for a court-house at the place to 
which it alludes. I shall go cheerfully with the 
Senator to put it in the bill as an amendment, 
when it may be in order. I have no objection to 


iit, but I do not see why the amendment of my 


colleague should not prevail. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Iunderstand the Senator from 
Pennsylvania accepts my modification. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He first ac- 
cepted it, but then withdrew his acceptance, 

Mr. BRIGHT. But he now accepts it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the 
amendment to the amendment will be so modified. 

Mr. TOUCEY. The State which I, in part, 


MR present, has as great a necessity for a provision 


of this kind as any other State, bat I-shall not 
embarrass this bill by moving an amendment. I 
deem the proposition which is embraced in the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, to be one of the highest importance, Sir, 
how is it possible that the judicial power of this 
country can be maintained without suitable accom- 
modations in the States, with questions arising 
which involve local hostility? And in what man- 
ner can the laws of the country be executed with- 
out a place of refuge where your courts of justice 
may sit?) Why, sir, in Boston at this time, you 
have no place, in Philadelphia you have none; you 
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‘are dependent altogether upon accidental circum- 
stinces. This: great Government. with an-over- 
flowing Treasury, with mighty powers, has not 
yet provided itself with suitable buildings in-these 
plages to administer justice. Itis well known that 
inme of the States we havealready been threat- 
ened: with exclusion from the court-houses of the 
States; though it has not been successful. 
‘I-deem the policy of this preposition to be 
a general policy, which ought to be entered upon, 
and carried out,:of erecting. permanent court- 
houses in every State of the Union. It is due to 
‘the sovereign people. It is due to the efficiency | 
of the laws. { am aware that upon this bill, you | 
cannot enter upon a general- policy of that kind, | 
but l would go'to the extent of the pressing exi- 
gency which is provided for by the amendment of ; 
the. Senator from Pennsylvania. Without, there- 
fore, embarrassing it, or extending the number of | 
appropriations, I hope that the amendment to the 
amendment will prevail. 

Mr. BAYARD. I should cheerfully. vote for 
this amendment, if l did not know that its object | 
could be reached by a bill which passed the Senate 
in the early part of the session, and subsequently, 
if I am not incorrect, was returned by the House | 
to us, with an amendment, and referred, I believe, 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. The bill: 
which passed the Senate provided accommodations | 
for the courts at Boston, which, with the evidence 
before the committee, we supposed were essen- | 
tially necessary. When it went to the House, it 
was amended by providing only for temporary 
accommodation in Boston, and authorizing the 
President to procure sites for the courts in Phila- 
delphia, New York, and Boston. 

With that amendment it was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. That is a very 
appropriate bili. lt will pass by amending it in 
the mode suggested, to which I should cheerfully 
assent, by adding Indianapolis, with the restric- 
tion of making the contracts conditional, on pro- | 
curing the sites. I think that would answer the | 
purpose. I think, therefore, there is no necessity 
for putting it in an appropriation bill, to which 
certainly it does not belong. I will go for that 
bill when it is reported back, as I suppose it will 
be, without hesitation. I think we have a guar- 
avtee that it will pass the House, because they 
have already passed it giving the general, abso- 
lute discretion to the President to procure the 
sites, without any restriction as to the price being 
conditional. 

Mr. RUSK. Asa separate measure I should | 
vote for the amendment of the Senator from Penn- | 
sylvania; but as an amendment to the amendment | 
which is pending, I shall vote against it. Thej 
Commiftee on Commerce have submitted an 
amendment, which has been estimated for and 
recommended by the Treasury Department, and 
here isa different amendment altogether offered 
to it, Each should stand upon its own merits; : 
but here comes in a proposition for a post officeat | 
New York, another at Boston, another at Indian- 
apolis, and l understand there are several other: 
propositions of the same kind. 

The result will be to defeat the whole proposi- 
tion. There are some persons who would vote 
for the custom-houses, which are recommended | 
by the Secretary of the ‘Trensury as necessary, | 
but would vote against this proposition; there are 
certain others who would vote for this proposition, ! 
bu. against the other. It is a sort of log rolling 
which I do not think is right. Let every tub 
stand upon its own bottom. Let us vote on the 
merits of the proposition which is before us on 
the recommendation of the Treasury Department, 
and if it is adopted or rejected, let the other be 
offered as a separate amendment. 

There is another custom-house and post offi 
which should be provided for—one in the city 
Savannah. Itisa very strong case, and one that | 
has great merit in it; bat I shall not embarrass | 
this proposition by offering it at this time. Ij 
shall vote against attaching the amendment of the | 


| 
: bot | 
Senator from Pennsylvania to the original amend- į 
ment. | 
i 

i 

i 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall get a vote. | 
Tam anxious, and the Senate must be anxious to | 
have the bill disposed of to-day. I merely rise to 
ask for the yeas and nays. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

Mr. STUART. At an early day in the session 
the Senate, by courtesy, allowed the Senator from 


i 
re 


i sideration these separate measures if they can be 
i 


| Brigur,] that there is anything peculiar in the | 


judicial disuict within the limits of the United | 


judicial district; for it must result in that. 


|i to be to himself. 


ea bill and have it im- 
purpose. of providing 
accommodations fo ted States courts, and 
for the post office i of Philadelphia. ‘The 
bill wen€to the House, and has come back here 
with sundry amendments providing similarly for 
other places, and the whole subject, 1 think, was 
referred a day-or two since to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. Now, sir, i am decidedly opposed 
to having so many strings to a bow. That bill | 
has passed and is in the hands of a committee of 
this House. if they report in favor of agreeing 
to the amendments of the House, and the Senate 
concur in their report, the bill will become the 
law of the land, and will provide for New York, | 
Boston, and Philadelphia. Now, to come in and | 
propose to put that upon an appropriation bill, | 
after what has been done, is a species of legis- 
lation which 1 cannot sanction. > For that reason | 
1 shall vote against the amendment of the Senator 
from’ Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BUTLER. [concur in every word that has | 
been said by the honorable Senator from Michigan. | 
There is no use for thecommittees to take into con- 


discussed and ingratted upon an appropriation bill. 
1 had some difficulty myself in concurring with 
the majority of my committee, in regard to the } 
amendments of the tiouse of Representatives to the 
bill which has been referred to by the Senator from 
Michigan; but l have rather come to the conclu- 
sion that what is proposed by that can be well 
done without any danger; but if that bill should 
be passed in the form in which it has passed 
the House, it will come before the Senate under the 
common responsibility of having passed through | 
the ordeal of the judgment of a committee. But | 
when you put such propositions upon an appro- | 
priativn bill, one after another, and multiply them | 
as you may to embrace all the States, and í do | 
not know but that it will end in that, I cannot : 
agree to it. I cannot consent to legislate in this | 
inconsiderate way without having the common | 
guarantees of the consideration of our commit- | 
tees. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I do not understand, Mr. 

President, from my friend from Indiana, (Mr. 


case of Lndianapolis; but when that is inserted, it 
devolves, in some measure, a responsibility upon | 
the Representative of every State where there is 
insufficient accommodation for the United States 
courts, to propose a similar measure for his State. 
In my own State, there are two judicial districts, 
which are insufficiently provided for; and | know 
that if provision shall be put in this bill for a court- 
house at Indianapolis, it will be expected that I 
should offer a proposition to commence similar || 
buildings in my State, {have no objection to the | 
proposttion of my friend from Indiana being added 
to the amendment of the Senator from Pennsylva- | 
nia; and im regard to places in my own State, I | 
have made up my mind that 1 will not offer an : 
amendment for them, but will let the question be 1 
taken on the amendment as it stands; but I shall i 
most certainly, under the circumstances, vote | 
against the whole amendment; for | believe that | 
whenever we commence such buildings, where | 
there are not peculiar circumstances demanding | 
them, the rule will be fixed and firmly established, | 
and we shall have to build court-houses in every | 


States. o not offer a proposition to provide for || 
these in my own State, for the simple reason that | 
Lam not disposed to embarrass the business of the | 
Senate; but I doubt the propriety, and I do not see | 
the necessity, of constructing court-houses in every 
All F 

san say is, that I feel constrained to vote against 
the whole amendment. i 
Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, I have a few ii 
words to say in reply to the answer made yester- 
day by the Senator from Maine (Mr. HamLIN] | 
to my remarks then, as to his amendment for the | 
building of new custom-gouses. The Senator’s ; 
answer was not as satisfactory to me, as it seemed | 
I urged that custom-houses on 

the western waters, one tributaries of the Mis- 
sissippi, were not necessary. The only answer he : 
gave to that—and he seemed to think it was per- | 
fectly satisfactory—was this: He appealed to the H 
j 

| 


Senator from Virginia to know whether his con- | 
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stituents at Wheeling couid go all the way to; 


New Orleans to pay duties on articles imported |! 


for them. Why, sir, itis done at every town and 
village in the United States where there is not a 
custom-house, and which is eqitally remote from 
a custom-house as Wheeling is from New Or- 
leans, The great principle should be that the 
Government should collect the revenue at the most 
convenient points; and the very fact which theSen- 
ator from Maine stated that they have to doevery- 
thing at New Orleans but pay the duties, is con~ 
clusive that it is unnecessary to establish these 
custom-houses, instead of supporting the argu- 
ment which he makes in their favor. The goods 
pass by New Orleans and have to be entered there, 
and everything which is to be done with them is 
done there, except the payment of the duties. 
There is no reason but the personal convenience 
of the persons living on these waters, why they 
should not pay the duties at the ports where the 
goods are entered from the sea, No ship from 
the seacan go up to Wheeling. The goods are 
unladen at New Orleans. They are put on other 
vessels, and scattered from there all over the in- 
terior of the country. The building of custom- 
houses at these points can be for no purpose in 
the world, but first to build up a number of offices 
under the Government, and, in the second place, 
for the purpose of bringing in a large expenditure 
for the erection of custom-houses. As I said yes- 
terday, all the business to be performed in most 
of these custom-houses can be done in a building, 
ten by twelve. There isno necessity in the world 
for the erection of these large buildings. It is 
nothing but a profligate waste of money. 

The gentleman used anargument in reference to 
the northeastern coast, that it was necessary to 
build custom-houses there in order to preserve the 
records of the Government. Why, sir, I take it 
as a general rule that the record property of the 
people throughout the United States, of the largest 
counties and municipalities, is kept in buildings or 
rooms not twenty feet square. Here it is pro- 
posed to erect buildings nonesof which are to cost 
less than $10,000, and some of which are to amount 
to $80,000 or $100,000, even at points where there 
may be little or no revenue. The Senator says 
that at such points it is necessary to keep bills of 
sale and ships’ registers and licenses, Sir, there 
is nothing necessary for our ships, except the 
evidence of nationality to be carried in the ships 
themselves, showing their right to sail under our 
flag. Ican see no necessity for building jarge 
houses to contain records to show on which side 
of the St. John’s a vesscl’s keel was built. Why, 
sir, I take it, that in every county in the Senator’s 
own State, the records are keptin some side room 
in the court-house, containing all the titles to land 
throughout the State; but here we are to go on, 
and erect magnificent buildings, after we have 
done without them for seventy years, at every 
port of entry, whether there is commerce there or 
not,at an expense ultimately, perhaps, of $70,000 
or $80,000 each. 

The idea is presented that we should vote for it 
because Mr. Guthrie has recommended it. I 
know he has recommended it, but [ think a more 
profligate and wasteful recommendation for ex- 
penditure never emanated from any Department. 
I suppose that officer, as well as his chief, has 
forgotten the inaugural address, in which he said, 
or intimated, that unless he could reduce the public 
expenditures below the rate at which they had 
been for several years past, his own administra- 
tion would be a lamentable failure. Sir, does that 
fate remain to be written? When has a Congress 
met from 1775 to this hour, in which such waste- 
ful extravagance, both as to amounts and meas- 
ures, has characterized it, as the one now sitting 
in beth ends of this Capitol. Look at the amount 
of appropriations for this year! Į think it is very 
likely they will exceed $70,000,000. - 

Another idea seems to be that we may vote this 
sum because we have the money now in the 
Treasury. In this gentlemen start on an error. 
We have nota dollar. I know it has been alleged 
that because of a full Treasury we are paying 
interest on our debts nine or ten years ahead; and 
that was given as a reason to induce us to pass, 
the other day, a proposition to pay sixty per cent. 
on a certain portion of our debts which have not 
yet accrued. But, sir, we owe more money than 
we have cash in the Treasury of the United 
States; and I do not consider a nationtor a man 
to be overrun with money who has outstanding 
obligations greater than the cash he can command. 
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This has been the excuse for pouring out the 
Treasury at every end, and for every purpose. 

I rely on the general remarks which | made 
yesterday. I say, in the first place, that custom- 
houses are unnecessary at these places. Besides, 
the ports of entry may be changed, and so with 
the places for the sessions of the district courts at 
different places. Population concentrates at some 
particular place, and you are continually chang- 
ing the courts from one town to another. How, 
then, are you going to erect permanent buildings 
for them? At some places, like New York, and 
Boston, and Philadelphia, where they are perma- 
nent, and likely tobe so, it may be necessary. But 
suppose you build your court-houses, and then 
change the place of holding the courts, can you 
take up and movea court-house? It is very easy 
to rent buildings which will accommodate the 
courts; and there are few places in the United | 
States, where the supreme courts of the States 
are held, where it is not perfectly easy to obtain 
buildings for this purpose which are vacant three 
fourths of the time. That is the way in which 
you have got along for the last seventy years. 
hy can you not do so now? 

i am willing to admit that at particular points 


custom-houses are necessary, and | wish them tosh 


be adequate for all purposes; and there are places | 
where court-houses are necessary, and Í am will- 
ing to vote for them. But each case must stand 
on its own necessity. I am not wiling to agree 
to the doctrine of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 
that we must erect public buildings at a cost of 
$20,000, or $80,000, or $100,000, or $300,000, or 
$400,000 at every port of entry, whether there be 
any commerce there or not, I believe the expres- 
sion of Mr. Gathrie is, that we should have them 
at those ports, whether there be little or no com- 
merce there or not. [tis said that it is necessary, 
because ship-building may be carried on there. 
That may be so in the Senator’s State, but it does 
not apply to other custom-houses provided for by 
the amendment. Think, for instance, of the idea 
of building ships at Wheeling, or Pittsburg! Ibe- 
lieve steamboats are built at Pittsburg to a large 
extent, and I do not know whether they are built 
at Wheeling or not; but the idea that we must 
erect buildings at ports where there is no com- 
merce, with the idea of preserving ships’ papers. 
I take it, is one of the wildest bases on which we 
can make appropriations of the public money. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, ‘The question 
is on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, to the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Maine, from the Committee on 
Commerce. 
Mr. MALLORY, 
subject to amendment? 
The PRESIDING OFEICER. It is not. 
is itself an amendment to an amendment. 
Mr. MALLORY. Then, before the question 
is taken on it, [ will ask the Senator fram Penn- 
sylvania, who. proposed it, to accept the amend- 
ment which I now hold in my hand, which is in | 
the same words as a billthat has been reported by 
the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary. | 
lt is a smali bill for the erection of a court-house | 
at Key West, Florida. lt was presented at the | 
earnest representations and suggestions of the 
judge of the district court of the United States for | 


Tg that amendment now 


It 


that district, and at the request of the members of || 


thebar. They have renewed that representation. 
Now, while the yellow fever is prevailing in | 
that district, they pronounce it dangerous to 
health to hold the court in the old court-house; 
but that is the best building they can obtain, and 
it is rented, | think, at $360 a year. The United ; 
States have already paid for that court house over 
$1,200. This proposition is in accordance with 
the estimates of the Department. The judge and | 
the bar unite ina recommendation for an appro- | 
priation to enable the Department to erecta new 
court-house, as a suitable one cannot be rented in 
the entire district. The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary reported it as an independent measure. It 
proposes but a small anpropriation—g8,000. 
ThePRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bapcer.) 
I would suggest to the Senator from Florida that | 
itis not cormpetent for him to move any amend- i 
ment which proposes an appropriation. The. 
amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
does not propose any appropriation; it is to 
authorize the Presidentto make certain inquiries. 


ford my friend from Pennsylvania equal pleasure 


|i Towa will insist? 


i my own State as towards others. 


t 
Mr. MALLORY. The proposition which I 
hold in my hand is a bill reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Senator 
is authorized by the Committee on the Judiciary | 
to move it as an amendment, when the other is 
disposed of, it will be` perfectly competent fax him 
to do so. ` 

Mr. BRODHEAD. IfI felt so disposed, 1 
could not accept this, for the reason which has 
been stated by the Chair. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will present a case, though, 
which I think the Senator from Pennsylvania can 
accept, and which [ have no doubt he will take 
great pleasure in accepting. [t is toadd “ Spring- 
field, Hlinois,” after “ Ludianapolis, Indiana.” It 
is the seat of government of that State, and the 
| place of holding the United States courts. 
| Mr. BRODHEAD. I believe 1 cannot modify 
my amendment now, except by unanimous con- 
sent, as the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Tne PRESIDING OFFICER. Unanimous 
į consent is not necessary. The Senator can mod- 
ify the amendment by the consent of the Senate. 
Mr. DODGE, of fowa. lam sure it will af- 


o insert “ Iowa city, in the State of lowa.” 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Oneata time. 

Mr. BROWN. I should like to have Jackson, 
| Mississippi, also included. 
Mr. BRODH EAD. Jam like the man in the 
| almanac, pointed at all round; but I have this re- 
mark to make to all my friends: I regret that I 
yielded to my friend from fndiana, though he 
made a very strong case. I think that Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore ought to 
stand together. There is a great necessity for | 
these buildings there; and there is a difference be- 
tween a city with five hundred thousand inhabit- | 
ants and a small place like Springfield, in Ilinois. | 
I must therefore decline further to modify my 
amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I know this body is just, and 
I am never unwilling to trust it upon any proper 
occasion. I see that many of my friends feel that |! 
I have embarrassed this single proposition. I dod 
; not desire to stand in that attitude. My object in 
| offering my amendment was-not to embarrass,the 
original proposition, but it was to carry out, in 
good faith, what I regarded as my duty; but 1 
will not run the risk of hazarding the good will of 
gentlemen here by insisting on my amendment in 
| view of the peculiar state of things. I presume 
the Senator from Illinois will insist on inserting 
Springfield, if Indianapolis be retained ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. F cannot insist, because I | 
asked to have it putin as a favor, as it is not i 
order for me to move it as an amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I presume the Senator from 


| 
i 
| 
| 
j 
| 
1 
| 
i 


i 


j 


j 
i 


i 
i 
i 


Mr. DODGE, ofglowa. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
from Iliinois ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
bargains here. 


No, sir. 


| 
! 
i 


AS. Ido not wish to make any | 
This is my view of the subject: 


States. The case presented at Springfield, Hi- 
; nois, is precisely like that at Indianapolis, Indiana. į 
It is the seat of government of the State, and the | 
| place where the the United States courts are held, 

and where they will probably meet in all time to | 
| come; or at least it is one of the places where they 
| will continue to meet. You rent buildings there 


| now, and are paying rent for them, but they are |: 
The question is, whether | 


i 


inconvenient buildings. 
or not we are going to carry out the policy of erect- 


| points, the capitals of the States, where the courts 
| willbe permanent. If it is to be done elsewhere, 
| L must ask that the same jastice be extended to 
Hence I do 
not feel at liberty to waive it,in order to carry 
| through other appropriations. 


of things in the capital of the State which I have 
the honor in part to represent. 
building there bat one which is rented for this pur- | 
pose, and that is a very inconvenient one, and not 
at all adapted to the wants ef the courts. fam 
very sorry that the matter has assumed such a 
shape that I cannot insist on inserting it in con- 
nection with the four great points named in the 
amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania— 


| 
| 


Wiil the honorable Senator i| 
i Committee on Commerce to propose to amend 


ing buildings, instead of renting them, at those?! 
i was omitted, I apprehend, by mistake. 


Mr. BRIGHT. That is precisely the condition |! 


We have no | 


Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York; and Boston. 
A greater necessity may exist ‘there for these 
buildings; and I rise for the purpose of saying’ 
that T will not embarrass the proposition of my 
friend from Pennsylvania, if it has that effectygand 
| therefore ask leave to withdraw my amendtment 
to insert Indianapolis, being satisfied that-when I’ 
bring it up asgp bill by itself, I shall get every 
vote ithe body in favor 6f it. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I wish only to say that at the 
four points which are mentioned in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Permsylvania, the courts 
| of the United States are in permanent session from 
year’s end to year’s end, and that is the reason: 
why that proposition should go. through without 
making provision for other cases. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Do [ under- 
; stand the Senator from Pennsylvania as proposing. 
i to withdraw the modification which was made at 
| the suggestion of the Senator from Indiana ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania asks permission to modify his 
amendment by striking out “ Indianapolis.” 

Permission was granted; and the question was 
taken by yeas and nays upon agreeing to the 
amendment to the amendment, as proposed ori~ 
ginaily by Mr. Bropagan, and resulted—yeas 19, 


| nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Brod- 
head, Clayton, Cooper, Fessenden, Fish, Houston, Mal- 
lory, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Sumner, Thomson of New 
Jersey, Toucey, Walker, and Wetler—19, 

NAYS--Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Brown, Butler, 
: Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, 
| Evans, Fitzpatrick, Poot, Gillette, Hamlin, Hunter, James, 
Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pettit, Rusk, Shields, Slidell, 
Stuart, Toombs, and Wade—24. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
; jected. . 

Mr. HUNTER. I now ask forthe yeas and 
nays on the amendment of the Committee on Com- 
merce. I hope we shall have a vote on it, and 
dispose of the bill to-day. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands the whole four sections offered. by the 
Senator from Maine, including custom-houses and 
marine hospitals, to be proposed as one amend- 
ment. 

Mr. FHAMLIN. Yes, sir. 

The question being taken on the amendment by 

yeas and nays, resulted—~yeas 31, nays 16; as- 
amin, Cass, citase, 


follows: 
YEAS—Mosers. Badger, Bell, Repi 
, Dodge of Wisc ü, Dodge of Iowa, 
den, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Gwin, Hamlin, 


Clayton, Coo 

Douglas, Fes: t 
| Houston, James, Mallory, Rockwell, Rusk, Shields, Sli- 
! dell, Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, 
Wade, Walker, Weller, and Wiliams—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Bright, Brodhead, 
| Brown, Butler, Dawson, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, 
i Johnson, Jones of Towa, Jones of Tennessse, Mason, 
Pratt, and Toombs—16. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


i 
| 
1 


I am also directed by the 


i the bill by striking out in the proviso in reference 


L i} to the erection of custom-houses the words: 
We must determine whether or not we shall erect 

court-houses for the district courts of the United |) t st i 
' such State, release and surrender to the United States ju- 


“And until the State in which such building is to be com- 
pleted, shall, in due form and in a manner that shall bind 


risdiction over the site of suely building.” 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 
ment has already been made on the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Gever.] 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then Í have but one further 
amendment to offer from the Committee on Com- 
merce. I find that the House have included in 
the bill, appropriations for the completion of every 
i marine hospital in process of construction with 
one exception, and that is in my own State, It 
There is 
‘in the annual estimates submitted, by the Depart- 
ment an estimate of $50,000 for the marine hos- 
‘pital at Portland. ‘There is also in the same 
i estimates an item of $50,000 for sick and disabled 
‘ seamen at Cincinnati, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury has also recommended a small sum, 

$5,000, for the temporary relief of sick and disa- 
‘filed seamen at St. Marks, Florida. I therefore 
propose to add, after the appropriation for marine 
hospitals, the following: 

For prosecuting operations on the marine hospital at 
Portland, inthe State of Maine, $50,000. 

To provide a suitable building as marine hospital at St. 
Marks, Florida, $5,000. ; 

To provide accommodations for sick and disabled sã- 
men at Cincinnati, Ohio, $50,000; and the Secretary of the 


| 
j 
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"Treasury is hereby authorized to use such part of said sum || isiana obtained to said purchase,” and insert in || expenditures for 1815; and whoever will take the - 
ies el elas ate a marine hospital.at said place || jiey of them.“ the release of such land from tax- || pains to refer to them, will see a number of cases. 
bine Sheet omen tected š ation or assessment of any kind,’’. so as to re- || I will refer briefly to but one-or two of them tof 


The amendment was agreed to. uire the Legislature to consent to release the land || show the justice of this claim, and to prove that 

‘Mr, HAMLIN. ‘Lhaveno further amendment; fon taxation and assessment. itis such a one as has been commonly paid with- 
but Wy colleague on, the committee, the. Senator Mr. HUNTER. Thereis no‘objection to that || out even appropriation by Congress. i 
from Michigan, [Mr. Srvart,] has one more. amendment. Mr. HUNTER. I understand the Chair to 

The*PRESIDING OFFICER ge The Chair The amendment was agreed to. decide the amendment to be in order. ‘The only 


will suggest, before that-amendmett is offgred, Mr. HUNTER. l have now a few amend- || objection I raised was the point of order. I did 
that the question should be taken on an amend- || ments to offer from the Committee on Finance. || not object to the merits of the amendment. 


ment which was moved by the Committee on the || The first is to correct a clerical error in the appro- Mr. CLAYTON. Then there is no objection. we 
Library, which is to insert at the end of the appro- || priation for lighting the President’s House, and The claim is a plain one, and L have nothing to § 
priations for the library of Congress, the follow- || Capitol, and the public grounds ‘around the Ex- |i 84Y: | The amendment is to insert, after the ap- 
ing: ecutive offices on Pennsylvania avenue.” I move propriation for extra clerk hire of the Siate 
To-enable the Joint Committee on the Library, of Con- to strike out the word ‘* on ” and insert “and.” Departmenti tas following i si 3 
SS" J -A ` GX- n, l Or Servic e 8S: Pu as act- 
rr Expedition, roye A bF Mie burning of e Tibras, The amendment was agreed sick ing Seeretary of State during the absence of Seeretary 
and the plates and other property destroyed by fire in Phil- Mr. HUNTER. I have another amendment || Webster, for services as such acting Secretary in 1951, 
adelphia, including binding, $9,002 75. in the appropriation for salaries of the officers of || 1852, and 1853, $1,500. 
The amendment was agreed to. the Mint: to insert after ‘* assistant assayer’’ the Mr. WELLER. I move to amend that amend- 


words “ assistant melter and refiner; and to in- || ment by adding the proposition which L hold im 


Mr. STUART. {am instructed by the Com- crease the appropriation from $23,400 to $24,900. || my hand. It makes provision for similar services 


mittee on Commerce to offer an amendment to this 


: , Y ye This is according to a subsequent estimate. rendered by the present Secretary of the Senate. 
bill to provide for life-boats upon Lake Michigan. The amendment was agreed to. The Senate will see at once that it is based pre- 
A memorial was presented to the Secretary of the 8 à ; p 
Treasury, and by him referred to the Committee Mr. HUNTER. TI have another smalfamend- || cisely on the same gronnds. Ft is to add: 


For paying to Asbury Dickins the difference between the: 


i iati i ffer: to insert at the end of tl ropri+ e 
on Commerce, asking an appropriation for this || ment to o ser : REO PPRODE? om pensation of head of a Department and chiefclerk of 


purpose. I shall not detain the Senate by stating || avons for the Indian office the following: _ SeDepartment, for the time he acted as Secretary of State or 
now, what I presume every Senator knows, in For fuel and lights, and necessary fixtures for warming [Y Secretary of the Treasury, by an appointment of General 


. z and lighting the rooms occupied by the office of Indian Af- {| Jackson, to be ascertained by the proper accounting offi- 
respect to the loss of life and property on that || firs 81,616. core A Eii not erceeding $2,500. prop g 


lake. r 7 
Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest that this|| The amendment was agreed to. Mr. CLAYTON. [have no objection to that. 
ought to go into thelight-house bill. {1 understand Mr.CLAYTON. Iam instructed bythe Com- || It is perfectly just, and 1 accept it as part of my 
it is for light-boats. : mittee on Foreign Relations to move an amend- || amendment. 
Mr. STUART. No, sir, life-boats, surf-boats. || ment to provide for the compensation of the ser- The amendment, as modified, was adopted. 

It is probably known to everybody that the loss || vices of William Hunter, commissioned to act as Mr. CLAYTON. Ihave another amendment, 
of life and property is probably greater on that Secretary of State in the absence and sickness of || to carry out an existing law, which has passed at 
lake—for the want of things of this sort—than on || Mr. Webster. Only the sum of $1,500 is proposed || this session. I am authorized to report it by the 
any other equal amount of coast in the United || to be approprintid to pay that gentleman for act- || Committee on Retrenchment. At will be recol- 
States, from peculiar causes connected with the || ing as Secretary of State. I will briefly state that || lected that when the bill providing compensation 
direction of the wind, and the range of the lake. || the act of 1792 authorized the President of the || for the clerks in the different Departments was 
Itis nota case of occasional occurrence; but it || United States to commission the person who was || under consideration, I put to the honorable Sen- 
occurs annually and I may add, occurs frightfully. || commissioned in this case to perform temporarily || ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams,] who is 
They ask for the construction of some twenty-five || the duties of the Secretary of State under such || chairman of that committee, the question whether 
boats, to be located at the places which are indi- || circumstances. Among the papers which were || the bill, as it stood, made provision for the clerks 
cated in the amendment. Upon consulting with || sent to the committee were the commissions of || in the State Department, as it did for the clerks 
the Secretary of the Treasury, I find that to pur-'|| the President to William Hunter to act as Secre- || in the other Departments. I held at the time in 
chase the boats and put them at the points where || tary during the absence of Mr. Webster. Some || my hand an amendment which I intended to offer, 
they are to be used, will cost about $500 a piece, || years ago 1t was customary to pay compensation || in case there was any doubt about it. He replied 
so that the appropriation will only amount to || for services of this description without applying || that there was no doubt that the committee had 
$12,500, which will put the people of that lake in || to Congress for a special act, I have before mea || considered the subject, and they intended that the 
a condition to save not only an immense amount # number of cases of that sort, but I will not cite || clerks in the State Department should be placed : 
of property, but to prevent a frightful loss of life || them unless the position is controverted. on precisely the same foundation with the others, i 
which occurs every year. The amendment is to Mr. HUNTER. I only ask the judgment of || For that reason I did not press the amendment. 


ingert: the Chair as to whether the rule does not exclude || I thought with him, upon examining the bill, that 

For the purchase MP cratic surf-boats to rescue lives || the amendment. If the rule does not exclude it, || the provision was clear, and that all the clerks 
and property, $12,500 ; to be located at each of the following || | have nothing to say. would be paidalike. But after the law was passed 
pointa, to-wit: Mr. CLAYTON. Ofcourse this caseis within || at this session, a difference of opinion arose at the 


On the east side of Lake Michigan, at Michigan Cit se panes t 
one, New Buffalo one, St. Joseph’ one, Kalamazoo tie the rule, because it is to carry out an existing law. || other end of the avenue about it. The Attorney 


Mannistee one, Grand River one, Muskegon one, White || It is to carry out the act of 1792, and on that || General gave an opinion that the clerks in the 
River one, Picr Marquette one, and South Black River || ground the Senator will see at once that it is not || State Department were entitled as the clerks in 


ones and the went wide of Lake Michigan at Chicago, | Fable to the objection, the other Departments were. That, however, 
at Kenosha one, : 3 Sheboyg x y A Aa 

at Death’s Door one, at Two Rivers one, at Manitowoc one, The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has || was not the opinion of the very able gentleman 
Waukegan one, Racine one, Port Washington one, Wash- || very great doubts whether this amendment can be || who is the First Comptroller of the Treasury; and 
ington harbor one, South Manitou Island one, Kalley’s i| received under the rules of the Senate. the end of it was, that though these clerks werein- 


harbor one, and at Calumet one ; to be expended under the : . : ; f 3 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall also Mr. CLAYTON. It is to pay for services || tended, and it was so expressly stated at the time 


adopt such measures as shail be necessary for the preserva- || directed to be performed by the act of 1792. This || of the passage of the bill, to be placed upon the 

ion of such boats. is an appropriation to carry out that act; and if || same footing as the others, they are not so in 
Mr. RUSK. I regard this as one of the most į| the Chair will look at the rule, he will see that an || fact. Now, I wantto carry out what we all sup- 

meritorious amendments which has been offered. || appropriation for the purpose of carrying out an || posed and knew were the provisions of that act. 


We have supplied these life-boats on the Atlantic || existing law is excepted from the objections which I want the Senator from Virginia to understand 
coast, and made liberal appropriations for them. || are made to amendments of this description. distinctly the ground on which F put this amend- 
I think itis nothing but just and right to provide || The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Chair |) ment. It is to carry out the provisions of an eg- 
for them on Lake Michigan. understands the rule to be that amendments pro- |j isting law. I propose to carry out the provisions 


Mr. HAMLIN. [I desire to say that all the || posing additional appropriations must be for the || of alaw passed at this session, as he knows. It 
points designated along the Atlantic coast at this || purpose of carrying out an existing law or treaty, || is to provide for paying the clerks in the State 
time are such as have been designated, after sur- || or moved by the direction of a standing or select || Department the same compensation as is paid to 
vey, by the Treasury Department. The amend- || committee of the Senate, or in pursuance of a || others, for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June 
ment proposes to designate certainly the points. || recommendation from the head of a Department; || last. 

Probably they are the best points; but I think it || but no amendment can be moved in any of these Mr. HUNTER. In regard to that, I would 
would be better to add,at the end of the points || cases for the purpose of allowing or discharging || say thatit would hardly be proper to go back for 
named, the words ‘or at such points as shall be"! a private claim. f the purpose of making up back pay to these 
designated by the Secretary of the Treasury.” || Mr. CLAYTON. ‘This is not, I think, a pri- |; clerks. lt would be dificult to do it. Some of 
Mr.STUART. Ihave no objection to that. |! vate claim, Itis to pay a salary for performing || the clerks in the State Department get more than 
H 


The amendment, as thus modified, was agreed || services which have been directed by a former || any in the new classification, others get less. The 
x a law. It is therefore exempted from the operation || reason they were excluded was, thatat the time of 
Mr. SLIDELL. I perceive that, according to | of the rule. the former classification, Mr. Webster, as Secre- 
the phraseology of an amendment which has | -The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is || tary of State, addressed a letter to the Committee 
heen adopted, on the motion of the Committee on || satisfied that it is not a private claim, but that it || on Finance, requesting that his clerks should not 
Finance, as to a boarding station at the south west is admissible under the rule. - be included in the classification. Since then, the 
pass of the Mississippi, exclusive jurisdiction is Mr. CLAYTON. , Now, sir, I will proceed to || present Secretary has asked that they shall be 
yequired to be ceded by the State of Louisiana. || state that formerly compensation for services of || brought in, and accordingly they have been 
That clearly was not the intention of the Com- |] this description was paid out of the Treasury, || brought in agreeably to his estimate and recom- 
mittee, and I therefore move to strike out the || without coming to Congress for a special act. I || mendation. That is asmuch as we cando. We 
words “the consent of the Legislature of Lou- i] hold in my hand an account of the receipts and || cannot go back for the purpose of equalizing, 


to 


1854. 
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because there are different grades of salaries, and 
what would you do with those who receive more 
than any under the existing classification? We 
cannot disturb the past, 1 think, without raising 
some diffienity. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 


would suggest, before the matter is further dis- 
cussed, that the amendment be read. 

It was read. It is to insert, at the end of the 
appropriations for the State Department, the fol- 
lowing: 

‘That the act approved the 22d April, 1854, entitled “An 
act to amend the third section of ‘An act making appropri- 
ations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’ and for other 
purposes,” shall be so construed as, in regard to increased 
compensation for the fiscal year ending the 30th of fune 
last, to include withia its provisions the clerks of the 
Department of State; and that the chief clerk in that De- 
partment shall receive the same compensation as the chief 
clerks in the other Departments of the Government for the 
fast fiscal year; and that the money necessary to carry 
these provisions into effect, is hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I think there can be uo ob- 
jection to that It is to provide for these clerks 
for the last fiscal year. Thatis all. 


construed at the other end of the avenue. If the 
Senator from Virginia makes any objection, J shall 
insists upon bringing forvard. the amendment 
when the Senator from Mississippi is here. He 
understands more fully all the facts connected 
with it than T do; but unfortunately he is now out 
of his seat. : 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not wish to attempt 
more than we can carry in this bill. There is 
already liberal provision made for these clerks, 
under the estimate and recommendation of the 
Secretary of State, and I think we ought to stop 
there. I believe the Senator will find that there is 
difficulty in’ carrying out his plan, owing to the 
difference in the grades of compensation, of which 
I have spoken, You cannot compensate them as 
you can the classified clerks, because of the dif- 
ferent grades of compensation. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
difficulty whatever. 


that most of these clerks served under me while T || 


was in the State Department, and a more faithful 
set of officers I never knew. Beyond all doubt 
they perform quite as much labor as any other 
clerks, and probably much more. ‘The fact was, 
that in consequence of the small force of the De- 
partment, many of them were often called upon 

y me, and, as I understand, by my successors, 
to act as amanuenses and clerks, to perform duties 
not attached to their particular positions in the 
Department; and they did perform, consequently, 
exta duties, for which they received nothing. 
All they ask is to be put on the same footing with 
the clerks of the other Departments. {t is clearly 
an act of justice, 

Mr. HUNTER. I thought this was offered 
from the Committee on Foreign Relations, but I 
learn not. How, then, doesitcome inorder? Is 
it from any committee? 

Mr. CLAYTON, From the Committee on 
Retrenchment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I should like to have the hon- 
orable Senator explain how it happens that this 
proposition to increase the compensation of these 
clerks was not before the Comittee on Retrench- 
ment raised for that purpose, and why they did 
not recommend the increase? 

Mr. CLAYTON. I was unfortunate in not 
being heard by the honorable Senator. They did 
recommend it, and they did, as they thought, 
draw the law so as to provide for this compensa- 
tion. When the bill which has passsed both 


Houses and become a law, was before the Senate | 


on a formeroccasion, Iput the question to the Sen- 
-ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams,] and chair- 
man of the Committee on Retrenchment, whether 
the bill put the clerks in the State Department on 
the same footing as the others, and he said, yes. 
Afterwards, although the Attorney General was 
clearly of opinion, and gave a long and elaborate 
opinion on the subject, [am told that these clerks 
ought to be placed on the same footing with the 
others, yet in the Treasury Department he was 
overruled, and they were not allowed to take the 
position which Congress intended, and which the 
committees of both Houses stated to the De- 


{ think there would be no | 
It is due from me to say || 


i 
i 
| 
| 
| 

| 
{ 
! 
i 
| 
| 
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ht : | any Qf the other classes, shall receive the same 
carries out |; 


the intention of the existing law which was mis- į 


| from New Jersey that his amendment cannot be | 


| ment, and perhaps it may embrace what the Sen- | 
i 


| receive compensation in proportion to the services | 


purpose of carrying out the intent of Congress in 
passing the law. if my friend from Indiana will 
take the pains to look at the act as passed, he will, 
{ think, form the same opinion which I have 
formed, and the same opinion which the commit- 
tee formed in regard to it, and the same opinion 
that was expressed by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi on a former occasion: that these clerks are 
entitled to the same compensation with other! 
clerks. The same opinion was also adopted by 
the Attorney General. The sum is a small one; | 
but this is an act of justice; it should be paid to | 
these men. If there is any difficulty in regard to | 
it, I trust the amendment will be laid over until the 
Senator from Mississippi can be heard about it. 
If there is no objection, I hope it will be adopted | 
now, 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. I have! 
prepared an amendment for the purpose of carry- | 
ing out the intention and meaning of the act ap- 
proved the 22d of April, 1854, by which it was 
provided that ‘all clerks not provided for in this | 
act performing the same or similar duties with 


compensation as is allowed to such class.” Under | 
this there has been a good deal of difference of 
opimion. j ` 

Mr. HUNTER. I will suggest to the Senator 


entertained until some disposition be made of that | 
of the Senator from Delaware. i 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. Ifthe Sen- 
ate will allow me, | will read my short amend- 
ator from Delaware has in view. It is in these! 
words: 

And provided, That whenever clerks of the first elass | 
shall perform the same or similar duties with clerks of any | 
one of the other classes, they shall receive the same com- 
peusation as is allowed to such class. 

It provides for a set of clerks who were for- 
merly called temporary clerks, but by the bill of 
the Senator from Virginia, they are now called, for | 
the most part, clerks of the first class; and the | 
term ‘temporary clerks” has been entirely done | 
away with in the bill, as I understand it. My 
proposition is to provide that those clerks shall 


they perform. It is carrying out, in the very || 
language, the intent of the act of April 22, 1854. | 

Mr. HUNTER. I will simply state that the | 
amendments of the Committee on Finance were | 
in pursuance of the estimate, and recommendation | 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The question 


jis on the amendment offered by the Senator from 


Delaware, from the Committee on Retrenchment. | 

Mr. RUSK. I propose to amend it by insert- | 
ing after the words ‘‘ State Department,” the 
words ‘clerks of the United States Coast Sur- | 
vey.” They were excluded bya similar decision, | 
and receive much lower salaries, and perform, I | 
am told, heavier work than anybody else. Be- | 
sides, there are but few of them. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand that the clerks || 
in the Coast Survey Office are now arranged ac- 
cording to a scale which is founded upon a system | 
of promotion; and I understand that, although the | 
grade of salary is somewhat lower there than else- | 
where, that system is working admirably, because | 
they know they will be promoted according to ‘| 
merit. There is danger that any such amendment | 
as this would disturb that scale. It might pro- |} 
duce such a scale of salary as to make the present | 
arrangement no longer possible. I think there |! 
would be some hazard at least in interfering with ‘| 
it. i 


i 
Besides that, I have another objection to this. | 
If we go on increasing the salaries of the officers | 
of the Coast Survey, where is the limit? We | 
have now before us petitions from officers in al- | 
most every custom-house in the Union, and from f 
all the navy-yards—we have petitions for a gen- | 
eral increase of salaries; and I think, sir, (Mr. | 
Banpcer in the chair,) you must recollect that in | 
the Committee on Finance we determined that: 


| there were so many of these petitions thatthe | 
i subject would have to be iaid over until the next | 


session, when we should have to look into it as a | 


| system, and see whether there be a necessity for | 


the general increase in salaries; for it amounts to | 
that. If we grant all the applications which are j 
made, many of them having quite as much merit |! 


as this, we shall have to make a very general in- Í 


ee 


crease of salaries. - I think the whole-subject had 
better go over until the next session. We have. 
gone far enough when we make a distinction in 
regard to the Executive officers. In arranging 
them, it was perhaps right and proper. that we 
should equalize the salaries, and make some fust 
arrangement in regard to them first. When that ` 
object is accomplished, we may look abroad to 
see wiggther anything more is necessary as to the 
other ‘Officers. 

Mr. RUSK. The first objection which the 
honorable Senator takes to the amendment, is, that 
it may disturb the order of prémotion. which is 
now established in'the Coast Survey Office. There 
is no danger of that, for my proposition simpl 
increases the salaries, and will make the higher 
clerkships just as desirable as now. The relative 
distinction will be precisely the same. But the 
question is one of justice between the employees 
in the State Department and in the Coast Survey 
Office. A general law has been passed, to which 
the honorable Senator himself contributed largely, 
to increase the salaries of the clerks of the different 
Departments. One reason given for that was, that 
the expenses of living in the city of Washington 
were very high, and that they had increased within 
a few years past, so that the salaries of the clerka 
were too low to enable them to meet the additional 
expense which they had to incur. So far as the 
State Department is concerned, J am uninformed; 
but so far as the Coast Survey is concerned, I 
know the same reason applies there, and with 
much more potency, because these officers receive 
lower salaries than those in any other Department. 
I do not propose to put them on any extra footing, 
but only oñ an exact equality with the clerks in 
ihe other departments. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to suggest this diffi- 
culty. The force in the Coast Survey office is 
composed partly of civilians and partly of officers. 
of the Army and Navy. How will you discrim- 
inate? Will you give this increased pay to the 
civilians and deny it to the officers of the Army 
and Navy? 

Mr. RUSK. Theamendment confines it to the 
clerks. 

Mr. HUNTER. Why that discrimination? 
Why give it to the clerks and not to the others, 
who may be doing quite as much ? 

Mr. RUSK. Because they havea largersalary 
than the clerks. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


“to; and the amendment, as amended, was re- 
jected. 


Mr. COOPER. Imoveto amend the third sec- 
tion, which has been inserted on the motion of the 
Committee on Finance, by inserting between lines 
fourteen and fifteen, “and in the fourth Auditor’s 
office, in class three, one clerk.’’ This is recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury. The 
clerk proposed was left out of the bill. He is now 
employed in the office, and the Auditor declares. 
that it will be altogether impossible to get along 
without him. 

Mr. GWIN. That is right. We will put it in. 

Mr. HUNTER. There were two clerks that 
were left out, but the amendment of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania extends to but one of them. 
Both ought to go together. 

Mr. COOPER. Then I will modify my amend- 
ment by striking out ‘¢ one clerk,” and inserting 
“two clerks.” 

The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations to offer the following 
amendment, to come in immediately after -the 
clause for office rent of the consulate at Zurich: 

For payment to Blythe & Co., of Part Louis, in the 
Island Mauritius, the sum of $7,854 59, it being the amount 
of two bills of exchange drawn upon the Department of 
State by George M. Farnum, commercial agent, in payment 
of expenses ineurred in relieving destitute American eiti- 
zens, which drafts were cashed by said Blythe & Co, 

The necessity for that appropriation, and one 
of a similar character which I hold in my hand 
to follow it, results from the existing state of things 
in reference te the migration of our people. There 
are annual appropriations, as we all know, for 
the relief,of destitute American seamen, but there 
are none for the relief of destitute American cit- 


| izens. They are now going into Australia and 


California, and areoccasionally thrown into foreign 
orts without the means of living. There were a 
arge number of American citizens thrown ashore, 
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“as it were, by the stress of weather, at the Island 

“of Mauritius, and they were provided for by our 
commercial: agent there, but the Department of 
State had no means to reimburse him. 

Mr. GWIN. There was a precisely. similar 
casefin regard to our Consul at: Panama, where 
he relieved destitute American citizens. 

Mr. MASON. I- have another. amendment 
¿which will provide for that. RO 

The amendment was agreed to. oe 

Mr. MASON. I am ‘also instructed, by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, to offer this 
ameridment, to come,in after the appropriation for 
the: relief and. protection of American seamen in 
foreign countries: 


‘And to enable the diplomatic and consular representa- 
tives of the United States in. foreign countries to afford 
relief, and provide the means of returning home to such 
citizens of the United States, in foreign countries, as may 
have been reduced to a state of destitution of the necessities 
of life, by shipwreck, or necessary abandonment of the 
vessel in which they were embarked; and, also, to such i 
eitizens of the United States, as, being on their way from | 
one partof the United States to another, have become des- 
titute in foreign countries, in consequence of shipwreck, 
disease, or any other casualty, $20,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear an ex- 
planation of that. 

Mr. MASON. 1 gave the explanation a mo- 
ment ago, when, I apprehend, my colleague was 
not present. I said there was a fund annually ap- 
propriated for the relief of destitute American 
seamen, but none for the relief of destitute Amer- 
ican citizens who are not seamen; and in conse- 
quence of the state of things which has arisen from 
the immense emigration to California, and the 
large emigration of our citizens to tralia, it 
has been found that they are thrown ashore at | 
various points in a state of destitution, and are 
necessary‘ to be provided for by our commercial 
agents, or by our diplomatic corps, who are with- | 
out any fund applicable to such an object. The 
necessity of an appropriation for this purpose was 
strongly brought to the notice of the Department 
of State in a letter from Mr, Clay, our Minister 
at Peru; and this appropriation is recommended 
by the State Department. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. I offer another amendment from |; 
the same committee. [t is to insert after the ap- || 
propriation for clerk to the legation at London: 

For salary of a clerk to the United States legation at 
Paris, $500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. I am also instructed by the 
same committee: to move the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the first amendment which 
I offered: 


‘That the Secretary of the Treasury audit and settle the 
accounts of Robert C. Schenck, late Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to Brazil, ji 
and John S, Pendleton, late Chargé dA ffaires of the United 
States to the Argentine Confederation, for additional com- 
pensation, and for expenses incurred by them in the per- 
formance ofepecial services not pertaining to their respective 
missions, and at points distant from those to which they | 

j; 
| 


were originally accredited, in compliance with instructions ; 
from the Department of State. tn settling which acconuts | 
the certificate of the parties shall be regarded as suffieient | 
evidence as lo the amount of expense incurred, where no | 
regular voucher can be produced. And a compensation j 
at the rate of tweuty-five dollars per diem shall be allowed 
to each of them for the time they were so employed, to be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking it all out and inserting, as a sub- 
stitute, the following: 

To pay Robert C. Schenck, in full compensation for his 
services as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary on his special mission to the Oriental Republic of || 
Uruguay, under instructions from the President of the Uni- | 
ted States, in the year 1852, $9,000; and to pay him in full H 
compensation for bis services on a like special mission to 4 
the Argentine Confederation in the year 1853, the further 
sum of $9,000, 

1 shail also offer an amendment to provide for 
Mr. Pendieton, if this shall be adopted. I will 
explain the circumstances of the case. 

Mr. Schenck was our Minister Plenipotentiary 
to Rio, and at the time he was there, the British 
and French Governments proposed to this Gov- 
ernment to unite with them in a commission to | 
send’ Ministers Plenipotentiary to form treaties : 
with the Argentine Republic and with 
in South America. Mr. Fillmore, then 
commissioned Mr. Schenck to these separate | 
courts, and directed him to go down some one 


pogua, A 
esident, | 


| it as a matter of right. 


F z i 3 - cos 
f united with the French.and English Ministers, and 


formed. treaties which have been brought to the 
Senate and ratified unanimously. Mr. Pendleton, 
who was our.chargé at Buenos Ayres, was associ- 
ated with him; and they were made, in fact, Minis- 
ters. Plenipotentiary to these Powers to negotiate 
these treaties, and they went there for. the pur- 
ose. 
Pp The ordinary practice of the Government in 
such cases has been to give an outfit under such 
circumstances. My amendment provides the 
amount of an outfit to Mr. Schenck, for both the 
courts to which he was commissioned, and with 
which he made treaties. Mr. Pendleton, who was 
a chargé also, went to two of these courts, and 
1 have an amendment to offer to provide for him 
after my present amendment shall be disposed of. 
They are not necessarily connected at all. By 
looking at the history of the Government from its 
foundation down to 1895, it will be seen that such 
allowances were uniformly made in cases like 
these. A paper was prepared in 1825 by Mr. 
Monroe, showing all the cases up to that time. 
The uniform plan was to give persons who were 


|| sent on these special missions the amount of an 


outfit, or to allow them expenses limited to the 


|} amount of an outfit. In some of the cases, that of 


Mr. Pinckney, for instance, at Naples, under the 
name of expenses, they allowed him an outfit of 
$9,000. There are many such cases in point. 
‘There is the case of the treaty of Paris, of 1804. 
Three commissioners were sent there to negotiate 
that treaty. One of them was our minister resident 
at the Hague, and an outfit of $9,000 was allowed 
him for going to Paris. Why, sir, at this very 
session, the Senate and House of Representatives, 
in the deficiency bill, made a similar allowance to 
Mr. Kerr, of Maryland, who was sent as chargé 


to Nicaragua, and commissioned to the ‘ national | 


representation,” as Í believe they termed it, where 
he was not received. After he had drawn his 
outfitefor the mission to which he was sent, we 


| allowed him the outfit for the other mission to 


which he was commissioned. I say, therefore, 
the rule has been uniform to make these allow- 
ances. Sometimes they have been under the 
name of expenses, it is true. A very striking in- 
stance is the case of Mr. Clay, who was sent a 
commissioner to Ghent. He was sent on two mis- 
sions; one to make a treaty of peace with England, 
and the otherto make a commercial treaty. After 
the treaty of peace was concluded, the English de- 
clined pursuing the commercial treaty there, and 
he went to England. He claimed and obtained 
his outfit for that, though he was but a commis- 
sioner in both cases. It was decided by Mr. 


Wirt, the Attorney General, that he was entitled | 


to his outfit. ‘I'bat opinion can be found in the 
first volume of the Opinions of the Attorneys 
General. It was decided that he was entitled to 
Mr. Murray, who was 
minister resident or chargé d’affaires at the 
Hague, being sent to Paris as commissioner to 
negotiate a treaty, was also allowed $9,000, as 


appears by the paper to which I have referred, || 


prepared by Mr. Monroe. In every case in which 


the Government transferred ministers resident to | 


special duties, the allowance was made. All the 


cases are collected, and may be found inthe reports | 
I have reviewed the! 


of your commissioners. 
whole of them. There are some cases in which 
the allowance was made under the name of ex- 
penses, but the expenses were fixed precisely at 


lcan give another instance of it. Mr. Adams, 
when appointed commissioner to negotiate the 
treaty of Ghent, was Minister to Russia; but he 
was ordered tothe Hague to take part, in that) 
special treaty, the treaty of peace, and was sub- 
sequently transferred as Minister to England. He 
claimed “his outfit, but it was contested, and the | 


| question was referred to Mr. Wirt, who decided 


that he was entitled to it as a matter of right. In 
fact, when he was called into the Cabinet of Mr. 
Monroe, it was objected that he had public money 
in his possession which did not belong to him. 


-| An investigation was had, and the Attorney Gen- | 
: eral decided that he was entitled to it by law, and | 


he held his place as Secretary of State. 
There are numerous cases in which, wherever 
a minister abroad has been sent to another court 


i 
! 
| 
thousand or one thousand five hundred miles in |; 
the performance of this duty. He went there, and | 


for a special or general mission, an outfit has been 


allowed to him. Mr. Schenck’s case comes di- 
rectly. within the practice of the Government, and 
what was decided by Mr. Wirt to be a legal right, 
and not a gratuity. I hope, therefore, in his case, 
the Senate will not depart from the established 

ractice. ’ . 

Mr. MASON. The petition of Mr. Schenck, 
on whose behalf the Senator from Georgia offers . 
a substitute for the amendment of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, was to allow him two out- 
fits, in addition to the outfit which he received as 
Minister to Brazil. f 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is my amendment. 

Mr. MASON. And that is the amendment 
now offered by the Senator from Georgia. The 
petition of Mr. Pendleton, who was chargé d’af- 
faires at Buenos Ayres, was to allow him an outfit 
equal to the outfit of a Minister Plenipotentiary, 
for the special mission upon which he was sent. 
The Committee on Foreign Relations had the sub- 
ject under consideration, and made a report accom- 
panied by a bill. That bill is the amendment I 
now offer to the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. In that report the committee assigned these 
reasons for their action: 

«To allow the full prayer of the memorialists in these 
cases, would, in the opinion of your committee, be the in- 
troduction of a new system of compensation for public 
services, unsanctioned by the principles.of a wise and just 
economy. The allowance of outfits to our foreign minis- 
ters, itis presumed, was not designed to operate as an indi- 
rect mode of increasing their compensation, but as means 
to enable them to fit up, at the courts to which they are ac- 
credited, such establishments as might be suited to their 
station, 

“In this case the memorialists had been regularly ac- 
credited as the diplomatic representatives of the United 
States—one as full Minister to Brazil, and the other as 
| chargé @atfairs to the Argentine Confederation, at which 
places only did the expense of permanent establishments 
devoive on them. The special missions on which they 
were sent were temporary in their character, under letters 
| of credence only to negotiate treaties, and not further ac- 


{ erediting them.” 


Now, Mr. President, we know very well that, 


j under the law, the compensation of a Minister 


Plenipotentiary is $9,000 a year, with an addition 
of $9,000 for an outfit, and he is allowed the half 
ofan outfit on his return home, provided he comes 
back with the permission of the Government. I 
have not investigated the Opinions of the Attor- 
neys General spoken of by the Senator from Geor- 
gia; but it may be that, in construing the law, it 
has been considered that if a minister resident 
abroad has added to his duties, as minister resi- 
dent at one court, the duties of minister resident 
at another, he is entitled by law to an outfit for 
his new mission. But the view taken by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, is this: It is very 
much the custom, wherever the occasion requires 
' it, and it conduces very much to the public con- 
venience, where you have a minister resident 
abroad, and it is deemed important, in our foreign 
relations, to send that minister to transact a special 
business somewhere else, the President of the 
United States directs him to go to the point indi- 
| cated, and transact this special business, and his ex- 
penses upon the mission are paid by direction of 
the President out of the fund for contingent ex- 
penses of intercourse with foreign nations. Tris 
considered that, being in the service of the Gov- 
ernment, resident abroad at one court, he may be 
sent elsewhere on special business on having his 
expenses paid. Tt was the case with these 
two gentlemen. Mr. Schenck was associated with 


| Mr. Pendleton, and sent to negotiate treaties with 
the amount of an outfit, or approximated very |; 
| near to it. It appears, then, that this has been the 
{| practice of the Government. 


some of the South American Powers, near to, or 


i not remote from, their places of residence at the 


Courts where they were accredited; and Mr. Pen- 
dleton was sent on a separate mission, according 
to my recollection, to the Government of Para- 
guay. They were absent altogether, according to 
my impression now, from four to six months. 

{t seemed to the committee that it would be ex- 
orbitant to allow them a full outfit of $9,000, as a 
compensation for this casual but extraordinary 
service, in addition to all the expenses to which 
they were subjected being paid. There is no ob- 
ligation on the Government to do it. There isan 


| obligation on the Government—not a legal, but a 


moral and equitable obligation—to pay them, and 
pay them justly, for any extraordinary services 
they may have rendered; but I do not know that 
the measure of compensation always to be adopted 
is to be the round sum of an outfit—far less two 
outfits—when there happen to be two missions. 
The committee, on looking at the case of Mr. 
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Kerr, the one adverted to by the Senator from 
Georgia, passed on at this session, found that, al- 
though he was but chargé de’affaires at Nicaragua, 
he was directed to go to Guatemala, and perhaps 
one or two other States in Central America, to ex- 
change the ratification of certain treaties; and he i 
was directed further to present himself at a partial | 
confederation of some of these States called their | 
‘‘national representation,” to which he wasaccred- 
ited for general purposes as minister. The com- 
mittee reported, in that case, in favor of allowing 
him an outfit for his whole services, in addition to 
his expenses; and that provision passed the Senate. 
In this instance, however, the committee thought 
it would be wise and safe, in order to avoid a pre- 
cedent hereafter, to draw the distinction between | 
accrediting a special minister to a court generally, 


and sending him, for special parposes, to trangact || 


a particular piece of business which end his func- 
tions there. 

The committee made, as was thought, a very 
liberal allowance in addition to the expenses of 
these gentlemen, All their ordinary expenses 
have been paid, as far as it was in their power to 
present vouchers; but the committee were aware ; 
that they might have incurred expenses which | 
were necessary to be incurred for which they could 
have no vouchers. The amendment offered by 
the committee, therefore, directs thatany expenses ! 
of that kind shall be paid to them upon their cer- | 
tificates that the money was expended, and, in 


addition, allows them for the time that they were if 


occupied twenty-five dollars a day—twenty-five |! 
dollars a day being about at the rate of $9,000 a | 
year. This seemed to the committee to be a fair | 
and equitable allowance. 
Mr. TOOMBS. Mr, President, I differ from | 
the Committee on Foreign Relations on the very 
clause of the report which the chairman has read. ' 
They say that by the allowance proposed in my | 
amendment a precedent would be established. 
Now, I have shown that they violate all prece 
dent by not allowing it. The precedents from 
1789 until now have all been in favor of allowing || 
these outfits, under this precise state of things. 
The cases which Í cited before I have now before || 
me. Every single case of the transfer of a minis- 
ter, or the sending one abroad, from 1789 to 1825 
was collected in Mr. Monroe’s memorial, and |} 
they are precisely as I have stated. j 
The case which the Senator from Virginia has | 
put, of gentlemen being sent to exchange ratifica- |} 
tions of a treaty, isnot thecasehere. These gen- il 
tlemen were commissioned with plenipotentiary 
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; Was acommissioner. He was not sent as minister 


Representatives, and made a commissioner. I 
presume, however, that it makes no difference 
whata gentleman followed before. Nor does it 
in the case of these two gentlemen. Mr. Clay 
was sent as commissioner, with plenipotentiary 
powers, to Ghent, to negotiate a treaty of peace, 
and at the same time had other letters commission- 
ing him to make a commercial treaty. The ne- 
goliations touching the commercial treaty were 
transferred to London, and he was allowed an 
outfit for going from Ghent to London, although 
he had been commissioned at the same time to 
make both a treaty of peaceand a commercial 
treaty. His claim for an outfit, I know, was 
: contested, but it was allowed on a reference of the 
case to the Attorney General, Mr. Wirt. 

l say thatthe com mittee in this case are violating 
precedent against these gentlemen. Ido not think 
it is a dangerous precedent. [ have shown that, 
from ihe latter part of the jast century down, the 
precedents have been uniform. The case of Mr. 
Kerr is one not near as strong as this. [Te was 


receive him. " 
| Senate, in the deficiency bill, at this very session, 
| allowed him his outfii—not his expenses only. A 
| certain class of expenses is allowed; but the Com- 


i| mittee on Foreign Relations, at this session, ; 
He 


reported in favor of allowing him an outfit. 
had been paid his expenses to these courts, where 


ties atthe courts to which he was sent, so that 
this case is much stronger than even that. 

Again, let me refer to Mr. Pinckney’s case. 
Mr. Pinckney was sent to St. Petersburgh, and 


a letter of credence at Naples; and he wasallowed 
$9,000 for that service, and it was expressly 
Stated to be in the form ofan outfit, corresponding 
to his grade. On his way to Russia he stopped at 
Naples, and delivered the letters of credence. He 
was not accredited to make a treaty; he made no 


| treaty there; he did nothing but deliver a letter of 
i credence; and yet the Government allowed him 


99,000 in the shape of an outfit. In this case, 


propose to depart from the established precedent, 


Uruguay to make a treaty. He weatthere. He 


i! 

Hi 

powers, directed to go to these Govertiments as il 
Ministers Plenipotentiary, by a joint commission, li 
to form treaties. They did that to the satisfaction |f 
of the Government, and to the satisfaction of the l 
Senate. I say, therefore, that Mr. Schenck’s case | 
stands precisely upon the same footing of that 
of Mr. Adams, who was Minister to Russia, and | 
the chairman of the Commiitee on Foreign Rela- ; 
tions cannot draw a distinction between them. | 
Mr. Adams was Minister Plenipotentiary in Rus- 
sia. He was commissioned with the special duty 
of making a treaty of peace at Ghent. 
to Ghent under this commission for the special 
purpose of making a treaty of peace with Eng- 
land. He did heip to make it; and his claim for 
an outfit was allowed. He was then sent from 
there to England, and an outfit was allowed for 
that. : 
The case of Mr. Murray, who was Minister at 
the Hague, is precisely the case of the other | 
gentleman, Mr. Pendleton, of lower grade. Mr. 
Murray was chargé or minister resident at the i 
Hague, and he was sent, in connection with two | 


other gentlemen, to Paris, under a joint commis- | 


sion, in 1804, to make a treaty. [le was al- 
lowed an outfit of $9,000, because he was quo ad 
hoe a Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of | 
Versailles. 

Again, there is the case of Mr. Monroe. While 
Minister to England, he was commissioned to 
Spain on a special duty; and he claimed, and was 
allowed an outfit for that. Then there is the case f 
of Mr. Clay, which I have already stated. Heli 
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| in the shape of expenses, nearly $12,000. The 
allowance in that case was put in that form. 


| 


| 
j 
| 
i 
| 
i 


Fie went | 7 2 zal- | 
| uable and important; but that is not the point, è 


of Congress. 
portance. 
of Rosas. England and France had been trying 
for twenty years to get treaties to secure the navi- 
gation of the noble rivers in that quarter, and 
commercial intercourse with the people there. 
They commissioned ministers to go there. This 
Government sent Mr. Shenck and Mr. Pendleton, 


the Government, and were unanimously ratified 
by the Senate. 
The services of these gentlemen were very val- 


We sometimes send ministers to countries which 
will not receive them, but we allow outfit and 
| salary to those ministers. Several cases of that 
; kind have occurred since I have been in Con- 


ance has been made. 


overran the umount of an ootfit. 

Mr. Jay, when he was Chief Justice of the 
United States, was sent to England to negotiate a 
treaty. During that time, he received his salary 


as chief justice of the United States, and drew, || 


There are similar cases ranning all through the | 


history of the Government from its commence- 


ment. 
ido not think this is a class of cases Hable to 


to England, but was taken from the House of | 


a chargé, commissioned to the ** National Repre- | 
sentation”? in Central America, who never did ; 
he Houseof Representativesand the 


he went to exchange the ratifications of treaties. | 
He had no plenipotentiary powers to make trea- | 
|; associated in making these treaties, as T under: 
stand, with the Ministers of France and England, 


was directed to go by way of Naples, and deliver | 


however, the Committee on Foreign Relations ; 
Mr. Schenck being Minister at Rio, was sent to | 


was commissioned by the President in the recess | 
It was an emergency of great im- | 
It was about the time of the overthrow | 


and they made treaties which were satisfactory to | 


gress; and they have been constantly allowed. ! 
Whenever there has been a new commission to a | 
a new court, for independent purposes, this allow- | 
In some cases, the allow- | 
ance was made in the form of expenses, which | 


Dininin 


many ofthese gentle. 
y are the poorest paid 


There are not 
men abroad, aiit 1 think the 
agents of the Government. Some effort was inade 
during the last Administration, and has been made 
at several times ‘during the history of the Gov- 
ernment, to ascertain whether they ‘weré paid a 
fair compensation; and, I believes the universal 
| opinion expressed by every man whom you had 
| abroad, was that the compensation was altogether 
| too small, But these men, being but few, not 
| having any congressional influence, have not had 
i their salaries increased. ‘They are not like the 
| eight hundred or one thousand appointees in the 
| Shape of clerks, dependent, perhaps, on both 
Flouses of Congress. Their salaries can be car- 
ried up at will, as they have been twice. within 
the last three years, because they have. personal 
influence, personal relatives, and, perhaps, per- 
Sonal appointors in Congress. But our ministers 
and chargés abroad, being but few in number, 
i| having little congressional influence, are not in- 
creased in salary. E hope, however, that we shall 
not refuse to them what a law officer of the Gov- 
ernment has declared to be theirlegal right. That 
was Mr. Wires opinion in the case of Messrs. 
Adamsand Clay. It has been in accordance with 
the uniform practice of the Government, from 
| which I have known no variation. 

| Mr. RUSK. I shall very cheerfully vote for the 
| Substitute of the Senator from Georgia. ‘According 
| to the statement made by that honorable Senator, 
it has been usual, where services of this character 
i| have been required, toallow an outfit. Irseems to 
me that itis utterly impossible for these gentlemen 
to ascertain what their expenses were. They were 


i] great abuse. 


who were extremely well paid, while ours were 
| extremely poorly paid. They succeeded in ob- 
taining as good treaties, if not better ones, than 
|| those obtained by other Governments. They were 
‘| In a country where the expenses were very large. 
i| They were sentamonga people with whom it was 
į necessary to incur heavy expenses. Inasmuch ag 
that was so, and it has been the uniform rule to 
i aliow an outfit in each case where a Minister 
i| abroad has been sent to a new Court, I think it is 
nothing but fair and just to do it here. Itis ad- 
i mitted on all hands, I believe, that our diplomatic 
agents abroad are more poorly paid than those of 
jjany other Government whatever. In this case 
the services of these gentlemen were important. 
They made treaties which were ratified unani- 
mously by the Senate, and regarded as of the ut- 
most consequence to the United States... Under 
such circumstances, I shall cheerfully vote for the 
|| amendment of the Senator from Georgia, and I 
think the allowance ought to be made. i 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, the diplomatie 
intercourse of our Government is regulated by law. 
We have different classes of officers—ministers, 
|; chargés, and other agents of the Government to 
discharge diplomatic duties, By law, they are 
i! entitled to salaries and to certain | perquisites. 
i| When, therefore, the gentleman whose name is 
'| indicated in the amendment of the Senator from 
| Georgia, was appointed by the President, by and 
i| with the advice and consent of the Senate, Minis- 
‘| ter to the Government of Brazil, he became enti- 
| ded by law to a salary of 49,000, and to an outfit 
vE $9,000 for going. As minister at that point, 
the President had no right to send him to any 
other. He was entitled by law, as minister at 
i that point, to the particular compensation I have 
named. The President had no earthly authority 
to impose upon him the obligation, as minister to 
l that Government, to go to some other, for the pur- 


li pose of discharging similar diplomatie duties.’ 


| Hence, when the Government required him to 
i| go there, it would have been optional in him to go 


| would be entitled, accordin 
|i to whatever he might, according to the antecedent 
usage of the Government, be justified in consid- 
ering the compensation operating on. the Govern- 


ment to induce him to go. 


ll 


or not. If he did go, he went as minister, and þe. 
to my conception, 


Take the case of this gentleman. He was reo | 


quested to go froma Government to which he was 
acéredited to some other, for the purpose of making | 
atreaty. In determining in his own mind whether 
to goor not, he had a right to look to theañtece- 
dent usage of the Government for the purpose of 
ascertainiog what he was to receive for going. 
According to the statement of. the-honorableSen-- 
ator from Georgia, that usage had ‘been universal, 
and: therefore he had.a right to suppose that. by 
receiving this appointment ‘and consenting to-dis- 
charge the duty, he would receive what every other 
officer from the commencement of the Government 
similarly situated had received. 

< Now, in order to illustrate this, allow me to put 
asinglecase: suppose that, instead of sending this 
minister to discharge this special duty, the Pres- 
ident, during the recess of the Senate, had ap- 
pointed somebody else to go there. That person 
would unquestionably be entitled to be paid. He 
would have received not only the compensation 
which this amendment allows, in conformity with 
the usages of the Government, but he would have 
received also $9,000salary. It seems to me, there- 
fore, that, according to strict principle, this gen- 
tleman is entitled to the compensation which the 
afnendment of the Senator from Georgia authorizes 
to be paid. 

Mr. BUTLER. As my friend from Georgia 
seems to have informed himself fully on this sub- 
ject, I will take the liberty of asking him some 
questions with a view to inform myself. I under- 
stand from him that when Mr. Clay was ordered 
to Ghent, he received $9,000 outfit and $9,000 | 
salary. i 

Me TOOMBS. A salary, at that rate, per 
annum. 5 

Mr. BUTLER. He was ordered from there to || 
the Court of St. James, as I understand the Sena- || 


tor, after the ratification of the treaty of peace, 
to negotiate a commercial treaty. Did he also re- 
ceive, for that service, or that mission, $9,000? |} 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir; he claimed $9,000, || 
and $4,500 was paid at once, and payment of the || 
balance suspended; but it was afterwards paid || 
aver, on the decision of the Attorney General. i 

Mr. BUTLER. Was he also allowed his | 
expenses? : 

r. TOOMBS. Yes, sir; his accounts are all |; 
stated in the book which | have before me. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the committee 
have said nothing in the report on the subject of 
precedents: but they have said, as I apprehend 
will now be apparent to the Senate, that if these 
memorialists are to be compensated by giving them 
a round outfit to all the places to which they were 
sent for the purpose of negotiating treaties, it will 
establish a precedent. The committee have said 
this in their report: ; 

«To allow the full prayer of the memorialists, in these 
cases, would, in the opinion of your committee, be the in- 
troduction of a new system of compensation for public ser- 
vices, unsanctioned by the principles of a wise ‘and just 
economy.” 

Now, sir, if these gentlemen are by law entitled 
to an outfit because they were sent upon these ! 
special missions, they have only to apply at the i 

epartment of State and have it paid, or that | 

i 
4 


Department would have sent an estimate here to 
Congress for these outfits and expenditures in- 
curred under the law. It is because the law does | 
not sanction it, that they come here and ask it at | 
the hands of Congress. | 

The Senator from Maryland, 1 apprehend, is i 
utterly mistaken in his idea that a minister abroad || 
who is sent to one court, is by law exonerated |; 
from obeying the directions of the President togo | 
to another court. A minister who is resident |; 
abroad, is under the direction of the President. If 
the President directs-him in the course of the pub- |! 
lic service to go to another country and transact 
special business, and he declines, of course he for- 
feits his commission as insubordinate, It is the 
usage of all countries; it has been the usage of |! 
our country, to consider our ministers as under | 
the control of the Executive, to be sent, if the | 
public service requires, from one court to another | 
for the transaction of special business. 

Now, sir, here is the naked case of gentlemen |! 
in South America, commissioned there to certain | 
courts, who were directed to go to other Govern- if 
ments for the purpose of negotiating treaties. | 
That will very frequently arise again; and if itis | 
the sense of the Senate that they are entitled, be- |! 
cause of alleged precedents, necessarily to receive ‘i 


| under a joint commission. 


: at another. 


© some. of these States. 


: miles from there. 
: American minister, going to act with foreign mia- 
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around outfit; whether they goa thousand miles 
or five hundred miles or fifty miles, it will be the 
establishment of a precedent from which: we are 


not hereafter, I presume, to depart.’ I said be- | 


fore, sir, thatd did not look to the cases adduced 
by the Senator from Georgia, because.I did not 
regard this as a matter of precedent at all. The 
compensation of our diplomatic functionaries, fur- 
ther than what the law. entitles them to, is entirely 
within the control.of Congress, to be judged of by 
the circumstances of each case. I can very. weil 
understand that Mr. Clay, having negotiated the 
treaty of peace at Ghent, and being ordered to 
London on special services there, might be con- 
sidered, in the estimation of the Government, as 
entitled to a sum equal to $9,000, when, if he had 
been sent from one place in South America to 
another, he would not have been so entitled; be- 


| cause we know very well that in Europe a man 
i who is clothed with diplomatic functions is sub- 


jected to a scale of expenditures to which he is 


; not subject in the little courts of South America, 
| and therefore what would be’ proper in one case 
-would not be proper in the other, 


I will not de- 
tain the Senate. The question is before them. I 
will not trouble them further. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Foreiga Relations one ques- 


tion. As | understand it, the President of the 


' United States appointed these two gentlemen as 


full ministers, to do a certain act, in different 
States from those where they represented this 
Government. 

Mr. MASON. The fact was this: Mr. Schenck 
was Minister Plenipotentiary, and Mr, Pendleton 
was Chargé d’Affuires, and those gentlemen, thus 


occupying these grades at the countries to which | 


they were accredited, were vested with plenary 


powers to go and negotiate treaties with other j; 
: Governments. 


Mr, DAWSON. That necessarily made Mr. 
Pendleton, for the objects intended by the com- 
mission, a full minister, instead of a chargé. 

Mr. MASON. That may be the Senator’s 


| inference. 


Mr. DAWSON. Necessarily so. He went 
Mr. Schenck already 
was a full minister; and he could not have been 
reduced down, When the President appointed 
these gentlemen, he did it under the Constitution, 
appointing ministers to do particular acts in dif- 
ferent States from those to which they were 
accredited. When Mr. Schenck went to perform 


that duty, he wentas the minister of this Gov- | 


ernment, appointed by the President. If he had 
not executed the order given to him by the Presi- 
dent before the meeting of Congress, would not 
the President have submitted his nomination to 
the Senate of the United States for confirmation? 
Under the law he cannot draw both outfit and 


i salary, because the confirmation did not take 


place. Now we, as the Senate, have ratified the 


; acts of these gentlemen by unanimously confirming 
! the treaty which they submitted to us, aud have 


thereby substantially confirmed the nomination. 


| Now, are they not, in legal acceptation, entitled į! 


to all the rights which arise under the law, even 
in the double capacity? 


Mr. MASON. [| will mention a single case. 
Recently, Mr. Borland wassentas Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, accredited 


to the five Governments of Central America, to | 


reside sometimes at one of them and sometimes 
it was deemed convenient to send a 
minister plenipotentiary to that country, instead 
of the chargés who had been heretofore sent to 
Now, under the views 
taken of the obligations of the Government by 
some gentlemen, that gentleman is entitled, by 
law or by the usage of precedent, to five outfits, 


; and may come here for them. 


Mr. DAWSON. When Mr. Borland went 


; out, his commission contained on its face all the 


States to which he was accredited. 

Mr. MASON. So it did. 

Mr. DAWSON. And he accepted the com- 
mission under that view. Mr. Schenck, when he 
wentto Rio, went as minister to resideat Rio. He 
afterwards performed this duty eighteen hundred 
Can it be presumed that an 


isters from England and France, and other Gov- 
ernments, should go there stripped of any of the 


i I think so, and more; 
| especially after the precedent has been established, 


means of sustaining the national character and 
dignity of this nation, for. want of a.sufficient 
lsum? Certainly not. Andit is.known to us all 
that the salariés of these officers are so small that 
| it is difficult for them properly to sustain the char- 
i acter of the nation as it ought to bes" 

Mr. BAYARD. ‘This debate-has satisfied m 
as to one question, notas to the measure of .com- 
pensation which ought to be allowed to these gen- 
tlemen. lt has satisfied me that this is clearly:a 
private claim. { do not see how it can be put.on 
any other ground. If there be any meaning in 
the rule of the Senate, this amendment cannot be 
attached to the bill, I object to it on that ground, 
though I do not wish to pass any judgment on 
the claim itself. ; 

Mr. MASON. It is proper that the Senate 
should understand that the salaries of each of 
these gentlemen—one as minister, at $9,000 a year, 
and the other as chargé, at $4,500 a year—were 
continuing during the period that the committee 
propose to pay them at the rate of twenty-five 
‘ dollars a day; so that, if the amendment of the 
committee be adopted, Mr. Schenck would re- 
ceive, during that period, at the rate ofa double 
salary, and Mr. Pendleton would receive his own 
salary, and at the rate of a minister plenipotentiary 
during that period. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I am willing 
| to pay these two gentlemen the highest sum which 
| is deemed reasonable, but I am not willing to pay 
| itas an outfit. lam not willing to recognize the 
principle that where & minister at one court is de- 
| tailed on special business at another, he is to have 
| an outfit for being thus detailed. The object of 
i an outfit was to enable the minister to buy his 
furniture and go to housekeeping at the place to 
which he should be sent. Thé outfit was given 
to enable him to procure a house, and set up an 
| establishment. Then his salary was to cover the 
I| residue, ‘I’hat practice was adopted when it was 
‘| the custom, at most of the capitals of Europe, to 
| renthouses unfurnished, and ittook a large portion 
of the salary to furnish a house and get prepared 
to live in it. Afterwards, he was to have only his 
li salary. For that reason there was double pay for 
the first year, in the shape of salary and outfit. 
i! Now, the practice is to rent houses furnished at 
i nearly all the courts; and I believe the whole doc- 
trine of outfits ought to be abolished, and the sal- 
i aries increased, so asto give the ministers so much 
|| for each year. 

In regard to this amendment, I am unwilling to 
make this allowance as an outfit; and yet these 
; gentlemen were sent to these respective places, fif- 
|| teen or eighteen hundred miles distant from the 
|! countries to which they were accredited, and had 
to pass through a region where traveling is per- 
haps unsafe, in concert with the representatives of 
foreign countries, and are compelled, of course, to 
incur heavy expenses. I think they should be 
amply paid; but Iam not willing to recognize the 
principle that each time an officer of this nature is 
|| detailed on a special duty, he shall have an outfit 
i: for it. Within the last year an instance came. under 
|| my own notice. We had a slight difficulty, on 
account of a small claim on the king of Greece, by 
one of our citizens, and also another question in 
connection with Dr. King. Mr. Marsh, our Min- 
ister in Turkey, was sent from Constantinople 
| down to Athens to attend toit. Ido hot know 
|| how often he went, but he went several times. 
i| He could go there ina couple of days in a steamer, 
| 50 that much time was not occupied in those trips. 
|| I insist that Mr. Marsh ought to be paid for these 


1 
H 


{ 


| 

| trips, and well paid for his extra expenses and 
: services at Athens, while he was Minister at Con- 
istantinople; but I should not be willing to say that 
i for each time he took the steamer from Constan- 
| tinople to Athens, whether he was gone one week 
' or three months, he should have a full outfit. It 
| might be that in the course of a year or two inthis 
| way, his outfits would run up to more than double 
H 
| 
| 
| 


the amount of our claims against that Govern- 
ment, 
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hours to reach, or to, Hanover, where he can ar- 
rive in four and a half hours, or to Wurtemburg, 
or to any of those small kingdoms? I apprehend 
it will not do to recognize the principle that each 
time a minister is detailed in that way for special 
duty, he must be paid a full outfit. 

In this case, when Mr. Schenck was appointed 
Minister to Rio, he went under a law providing 
$9,000 outfit and $9,000 salary for the minister 
there; but there was no law of Congress author- 
izing or providing for missions to the other na- 
tions to which he was sent to make treaties, 


There was no salary, no appropriation to pay for | 
such services; but he took that apointment under | 
this implication: that he would go and obey the | 
orders of this Government, and perform this spe- | 


cial duty, and receivesuch pay therefor as Con- 
gress should deem just and proper under the 
circumstances. There was no law recognizing 
this mission; there was no law providing for it; 
there was no salary fixed for it. In this case I 


believe we paid his expenses, whereas, we do not | 


pay the expenses of regular ministers. Why? It 


was outside of the law,—a case arising where | 


there was an exigency for the appointment of a 
special minister for the occasion. There was a 
manifest propriety in detailing the nearest diplo- 
matic representatives of our Government to perform 
this duty, and they should be well and liberally 
paid for it, Iam not prepared to say that the 


sum specified by the Senator from Georgia is too | 


much. I make no point on the amount, bat I 


insist that it must be paid as a proper and just | 
recompense to these gentlemen, for the services | 


which they performed under the circumstances, 
and not as an outfit. If we commence the princi- 
ple of allowing outfits in these cases, we shall get 
into great difficulty in future, and perhaps may lay 
the foundation of large claims in those cases to 


which J have referred that have already occurred. | 


I am willing to be liberal, and I do not know that 
I shall vote against the amendment fixed by the 


Senator from Georgia, but my object is to protest | 


against what is urged here as a legal obligation. 

Mr. BADGER. I should like to know what 
are the terms of the amendment. Is there any- 
thing said in itabout outfits? Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment of Mr. 
Toomss, as inserted above. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator from Illinois will 
perceive that there is no outfit mentioned in ray 
amendment, 

Mr.MASON. If that amendment be adopted, 
this officer will have received a higherrate of com- 
pensation than any officer ever did before under 
this Government, I presume. He will have re- 
ceived $22,500 for six months’ service. 

Mr. ATCHISON. If the Senator from Georgia 
will withdraw his amendment, I propose to double 
the amount proposed by the committee. We 


shall then adopt the principie of per diem compen- | 
sation, as proposed by the committee, and it will |! 


amount to a little more than $9,000 for six months* 
services. I will propose to amend the amend- 
ment of the committee by striking out twenty-five 
dollars, and inserting fifty dollars, including ex- 
penses. 

Mr. BUTLER. They have had their expenses. 

Mr. TOOMBS. As my amendment is in con- 
formity with precedent, { do not feel at liberty to 
withdraw it. If it be voted down, the Senator 
from Missouri can offer his amendment. My 
proposition is in conformity with the precedents 
and the usual practice of the Government, and I 
think it right. 

Mr. ATCHISON. 


terous that I made the suggestion. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
Georgia whether Messrs. Clay and Adams, when 
they were transferred from one point to another 
on those special missions, were not commissioned 
by the President, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate? I think that makes a very 
material difference. | 

Mr, TOOMBS. They were not so commis- 


sioned in both cases. They were commissioned as 


It was because I believed |) 
those precedents and that practice to be prepos- } 


ji 


ri 


H 
|| think, not in the other cases. 

Mr. SLIDELL. „My impression was, that 
they were so commiSsioned in the other cases by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. 

Mr. TOOMBS. They were to negotiate the 
treaty of peace. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then I should like to ask an- 
other question. ‘The Senator from Georgia claims 
this compensation for Mr. Schenck on the ground 
that he was sent to these two different South 
American Republics, Uraguay and Paraguay, as 

Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordi- 


sion as regards the facts. He was sent as special 
| commissioner, but it does not appear that he was 
_ Sent as minister plenipotentiary. 

Mr. TOOMBS, He was sent asa commissioner 
with plenipotentiary powers. 

Mr. SLIDELL. So are all commissioners. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. 
© ereign of the country, and not to the Minister for 
| Foreign Affairs. Both these gentlemen were com- 
i| Missioned as full ministers, according to the uni- 
| form practice of the Government, as their com- 
mission was directed to the sovereign, and not to 
|i the Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 
i) Mr. SLIDELL. 1 wish to state a distinction 
| which I draw. Every person who is sent toa 
i! foreign Government for the purpose of perform- 
j ing a special duty, is quoad hoe clothed with plen- 
|| Ipotentiary powers—that is clear; and the grade 
|! in which he serves regulates the standard of com- 
|; pensation, 


i 


Georgia: What was the tenor of the commission 


treaties with these two Republics? Was he sent 


Minister Plenipotentiary? Or was hea simple 


That is the point. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I have his commission here; 


the other gentlemen who were sent tó Ghent. He 
|; was accredited to the sovereign. I think the Sen- 
ator isin errorin regard to his distinction. It 
does not follow, of course, that, if a gentleman be 
|) accredited to a court for a special duty, he has 
; plenipotentiary powers. That does not neces- 
sarily result. When aman is sent as minister 
i| resident or chargé, he is not accredited to the 
|| sovereign of the country. These gentlemen had 
| precisely the same powers as Mr. Murray when 
| he was sent to Paris, and precisely the same 
powers as Mr. Clay and Mr. Adams when they 

i} were sent to Ghent. Those were full missions, 
and they were allowed the outfit ofa full mission. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have endeavored to attain 
something like a conclusion conformable to prin- 
| ciple in this matter; and if my friend from Georgia 
had made good the general proposition with which 


now—and really it is from what he has stated, as 
rom anything else—when John Quincy Adams, 
| Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of St. 


President, by and with the advice and consent of 
ithe Senate, for that purpose. When Mr. Clay 
į left the United States for the purpose of uegotiat- 


i same sanction, with an incidental power to go to 
Loadon as commissioner and negotiate a commer- 


gency of the success of the treaty of Ghent. So 
! far as regards the claim foran outfit, I understand 
they claimed it by virtue of their commission de- 
rived from the President and Senate of the United 
| States, ` 


il accredited to London, but the negotiation of the 
|| commercial treaty was expected to be at London. 
|i Mr. Clay was not sent to London, butat the time 
|| he was sent to Ghent to negotiate the treaty of 
i! peace, he was also instructed to form a commer- 
|| cial treaty. : 

| Mr. BUTLER. I wish to make these two 
‘ propositions clear, or to have them made clear. 


i mary. I rather think he is under a misapprehen- | 


He was accredited to the sov- | 


Now, this is the point to which || 
|| wish to direct the attention of the Senator from |! 


| under which Mr. Schenck acted in negotiating the | 
there in the capacity of Envoy Extraordinary and | 
commissioner, deputed for a specific purpose? | 


l and | can state to the Senator that he was sentas (| 
commissioner, as Mr. Clay,and Mr, Adams, and jj 


i 
|| he started out, and which I think he has main- : 
ii tained with a great deal of plausibility, at least, 
I should have voted with him; butas Í understand | 


| Petersbargh, was required to act in the negotiation | 
| of the treaty of Ghent, he was appointed by the | 


ing the treaty at Ghent he also went under the. 


cial treaty with Great Britain, upon the contin- |! 


I wouldask the Senator from || Mr. TOOMBS. Not that. They were not | 


: a 
ii When John Quincy Adams.was-selècted to goto 
| Ghent, he was made Minister in addition 16 hig 
| functions as Minister Plenipotentiary at St. Pe- 
i tersbargh. ge ; 
|| Mr. TOOMBS. He was. cs : 
: Mr. BUTLER. He received:that commission, 
| as I understand, by the. nomination of the Pres- 
_ ident and the sanction of the Senate. ar 
| Mr. TOOMBS. He did. Petes 
| Mr. BUTLER. Mr. Clay received ‘his ap- 
| pointment by the nomination of the Presidentand 
sanction of the Senate, and Mr. Clay had author- 
ty to go to London and negotiate this commercial 
reaty. Now, as I understand, Mr. Clay did not, 
n the first place, claim an outfit: as’ Minister to 
Great Britain, but his accounts were suspended, 
and that claim was a subsequent matter; 
ii Mr. TOOMBS, The Senator did not under: 
i stand me, or | was very unfortunate in my re- 
marks. The negotiations for the commercial 


l 


i 
t 
i 


H 
| 
| 
H 
i 
i 
i 
| 


treaty were transferred to London, because the 
British Government did not wish to make the 


i 

| 

i 

| from Louisiana says it is so, that those commis- 
i 

| 

| 


|| went with the full authority 


Mr. MASON. Here are the commissions of 
these gentlemen. J have sent for them, and. will 
read them to the Senate. i i 
MILLARD FILLMORE, President of the United States of 
America, to his Excellency the President of the Oriental 
Republic of Uruguay: 

GREAT AND GOOD FRIEND: I have made choice of Robert 
C. Schenck, one of our most distinguished citizens, an 
f Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Bra- 
| zil, to proceed to Montevideo on business connected with 
|i the welfare of our respective countries. I consequently 
|| pray your Exeetlency to give credence to whatever Mr. 
i} Schenck shalt say to you on our part, and most of all when 
i; he shall assure your Excellency of our ardent desire to 
| maintain unimpaired, and to strengthen the friendly reta- 
i| tons which fortunately exist between the United Stateg 
; and the Oriental Republie of Uruguay. 

| And so I pray God to have your Excellency in His. safe 
, and holy keeping. 

Written at Washington, the 29th day of April, A. D. 


1852, 
Your good friend, MILLARD FILLMORE, 


By the President: 

Danie, Wesster, Secretary of Stale. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will ask the Senator if that 
is not the precise language of the letters of cre- 
dence which he carried to Brazil? 

Mr. MASON, No, sir. 7 f 

Mr. TOOMBS. Itis an exact copy, and they 
‘| carry nothing else abroad. 
| Mr. MASON. When Mr. Schenck went to 
l! Brazil, he carried with him a letter of credit, an- 
. nouncing that he was Envoy Extraordinary and 
+ Minister Plenipotentiary at Brazil. He was there 
in that character, and clothed with that name. In 


| Know ye, that for the purpose of confirming between the 
i| United States and the Argentine Confederation, or the 
States now or at any time composing the same, jointly, or 
severally, perfect harmony and good correspondence, and 
reposing special trust and confidence in the integrity, pru- 
dence, and abilities of Robert U. Schenck, Envoy Extravr- 
|| dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United Siates to 
if Brazit, and of John S. Pendleton, Chargé d’Affaires of. the 
ji United States to the said Confederation, E hereby inves: 
|} them jointly or severally, with full and all manner of power: — 
ji and authority for aud in the name of the United States to 
H meet and confer with any person or persons duly auiaor- 


ized’ by thé Goveriment of the said Argentine Confedera- 
ton orby the Government.of either of the States now. or. at 
any. time composing the same, being invested. with like 
power and authority, and with him or them to agree; treat, 
eonsult, andfhegotiate of and concerning general. commerce 
between the Untied States and the Argentine Confederation 
or the States now orat any time. composing the same jointly 
orgeverally, and. to conclude and sign a treaty or treaties 
touching the premises, transinitting the same:to the Presi- 
dent of the United States for his ratification, by and with 
the advice-and consent of the Senate thereof, 

co Jn testimony ‘whereof È have caused the seal of the 
Wnited States. to be herewith affixed. . 

Given únder ny hand at the city of Washington, the 27th 
: [SEAT] day of April, A. D71852, and of the Independ- 

ASEA (4 ence of the United States, the seventy-sixth. 
: í 3 MILLARD FILLMORE. 


-By the President: 

DANIEL WEBSTER, Secretary of State. 

These papers show that these two gentlemen 
are described by their proper title to make known 
to the two Governments to which they were sent 
who they. were. One was a minister to Brazil, 
the other: was chargé d'affaires at the Argentine 
Confederation; and they were sent as special com- 
missioners for the purpose of making treaties with 
these Republics. 

Me RUSK. I understand the honorable Sen- 
ator from South Carolina [Mr. Burier] to say 
that these two gentlemen had been commissioned 
by the President, and confirmed by the Senate, in 
this capacity, for the purpose of making these 
treaties, notwithstanding they held the offices spe- 
cially, one of minister to another Government, and | 
the other of chargé d’affaires, Now, sir, what dif- | 
ference ig it? The history of the case is this: A 
crisis arose in these countries. It was presumed 
by the President, that commercial treaties could 
be formed. It had been attempted before, but it 
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have been his arrange’ > But] can answer 
that question by- asking another. Suppose he 
had asked for the outfit for two. ministers, one to 
have gone to each of these places; would they not 
both have received outfits and salaries? It is ob- 
vious they would: Certainly that would. have 
been the case, and the supposition is as strong on 
the one side as on the other. 

_Mr. President, the services have been per- 
formed, The Government has availed itself of 
them by sanctioning the treaties made by these 
gentlemen. Those treaties have been regarded 
by the Government as matters of considerable 
importance, and I shall not stickle over their 
want of a particular kind of commission in their 
i pockets, to withhold from them their compensa- 
tion. ; 

Mr. TOUCEY. Trise to call attention to one 
fact. At the time when these commissions were 
issued, when these instructions were given to these 


firmed, and were resident abroad, the Senate was 
in session, and now the claim is made that they 
are entitled to an outfit on the ground of a new 
appointment either as minister of the first or second 
grade. By whatright or authority, when the Sen- 
ate is in session, can the President of the United 
States, without sending in to this body the nom- 
ination, senda minister to any other country, and 
give him a title in consequence of the new office 
whichis conferred? I think it shows that it was 
not the intention of the President to make a new 
appointment, but merely to call upon those indi- 
viduals, who were alread y holding foreign appoint- 
ments, to discharge occasional duties; and now, 
as a remuneration, L am willing to make them an 


had been an utter failure, both on the part of this 
Government and the Governments of Europe. 
That crisis arose when the Senate was not in ses- 
sion. The President, therefore, could make no ap- 
pointments of this description, and he must ne- | 


cessarily devolve this duty upon this minister and |; 


this chargé d’affaires. They went. The British 
and French Governments, at the same time, avail- 
ing themselves of this very crisis in the affairs of 
the country, sent their ministers for the purpose 
of making commercial treaties, which were re- 
garded of vast importance, with them. Tt had 
been regarded as of vast importance for a number 
of years to have commercial relations with these 
countries, if possible. 

Suppose the Senate had been in session when 
the crisis arrived, and. they had been asked, 
would they not have confirmed the appointment 
necessary to have obtained these important com- 
mercial treaties ? I think there is no doubt of it. 
There certainly can be no doubt-of it; because 
when the treaties were made and sent bere, they 
were at once confirmed. ‘They were sanctioned 
by the Senate. Then everything was acquired 
by these gentlemen which could have been ac- 
quired if they had had in their pockets the addi- 
tional commissions which now seem to be made 
of importance. The action of the Senate, con- : 
firming the treaties, is conclusive proof that if it | 
had been in session at the time, it would have au- 
thorized the appointment of these persons for the | 
Rares’ of obtaining the commercial treaties. 

e have availed ourselves of the labors of these : 
gentlemen, and now, upon a matter of etiquette, 
because they did not have a particalar commis- | 
sion in their pockets, we are called upon to refuse 
to pay them. Sir, taking it for granted that the | 
Senate would have sanctioned these missions if | 
they had been in session, and it cannot be disput- | 
ed, for they sanctioned the treaties, and if they 
were regarded as matters of so much importance 
as to lead. them to sanction the treaties unani- 
mously, they certainly would have regarded it at 
the timeas a matter of considerable importance 
to have them commissioned, and having availed 
ourselves of the labors of these gentlemen, I am 
willing to pay them. 

Mr.: MASON, I desire to ask the Senator a | 
question.’ Suppose the President of the United | 
States had thought proper to send a minister to 
negotiate treaties with Uruguay and Paraguay, 
and with the other States, the names of which I 
do not recollect, and had asked the Senate for an 
appropriation to do it, and had sent one minister 
to discharge that service, would that minister not 


have received only a single outfit of $9,000, and i; 


a singlesalary of $9,000? : 
Mir. RUSE. Certdinly: because that would 


ample compensation for their expenses; but I am 
not willing to admit that they received a new ap- 
pointment at the hands of the President entitling 
them to an outfit, when it never had been sub- 
| mitted to the Senate which was in session, whether 
it would agree to confirm the appointment or not. 
I am therefore opposed to the proposition of the 
Senator from Georgia, but am in favor of the one 
that comes from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall detain the Senate but 
a very few minutes,to put myself right. I feel 
confident of my conclusions now. Before Mr. 
Schenck could receive $9,000 as an outfit, he must 
do so in virtyte officii, that is, as a minister pleni- 
potentiary, deriving his powers from the nomina- 
tion of the President, and the confirmation of the 
Senate; and if he had presented himself to the 
Department, in viriute officii, they would have 
paid it just exactly as it was paid John Quincy 
Adams, who left St. Petersburgh, and claimed, 
by virtue of his commission, an outfit to Ghent; 
or,as did Mr. Clay; and until they bring them- 
selves within that character, they have no right to 
claim it as an outfit. The outfit of $9,000 is inci- 
dent to an office regularly derived from the con 
stitutional authority of the President and the 
Senate of the United States. So far from the 


Mr. Schenck was to be regarded with the dignity 
of a Minister Plenipotentiary, he did not even 
give him the designation; but to what monstrous 
abuses would this lead? Suppose that a Presi- 


i 
{ 
j 


detail a favorite minister to go to the twenty-two 
courts in South America, to Central America, to 
Mexico; or suppose to the courts in Europe, 
where they can go from one to another in a few 
hours. Suppose the President were to detail one 
of his favorite ministers to go to England, to 
France, to Belgium, to Rome, and to Constanti- 
nople, according to the doctrine of my friend from 
Georgia, in virtule oficii, he could claim, as a 
matter of right, an outfit of $9,000. ï would 
allow him for the services, and for going to a dif- 
ferent place, a fair and liberal compensation; but 
I would not allow him the outfit incident to an 


and the Senate. 
Mr. RUSK. No such abuse as that of which 


case. 


: say it might be committed. 
| Mr. RUSK. Hence that objection cannot ap- 


| appointed by the President, and confirmed by the 


two ministers who had been appointed and con- jį 


President of the United States intimating that | 


dent, after he has found that he is to go out of |; 
office, chooses, by a commission of this kind, to į 


office that can only be derived from the President | 


the Senator speaks has been committed in this | 


Mr. BUTLER. Ido not say that it has. I; 


ply here. If these persons had been ministers | 


1 


Senate, to these Republics, they would have been 
entitled to $9,000 asa salary.” All that is neces- 
sary to answer in regard to what the President 
might do, is, that they havé to come here for the 
purpose of getting an appropriation; and if any- 
thing was done improperly, all that it would be 
necessary for the Senate to do, would’ be to reject 
iit. Nobody pretends that there was anything im- 
proper in this case.. ee 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. T 
is on the amendment of th 
to the amendment. ` 
Mr. RUSK called for the yeas and nays and 
they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 17, nays 24; as follows: i 


YEAS—Meesers. Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brown, Cooper, 
Dawson, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rask, 


[ "he question 
e Senator from Georgia 


j | ‘Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, 
i and Wade—1?7. 


NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bright, 
Brodhead, Butler, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Fitzpatrick, 
Hamlin, Honston, Hunter, James, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mason, Norris, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Toucey, Walker, 
Weller, and Williams—24. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 


Mr. ATCHISON, (Mr. Wexuer in the chair.) 


|I move now to amend the amendment of the 


committee in accordance with the suggestion that 
; [ made to the Senator from Georgia, by striking 


i| out “twenty-five” and inserting ‘* fifty,’? which 


will be including the expense. 

Mr. MASON. Does the Senator: mean that 
the expenses shall be paid out of the fifty dollars? 

Mr. ATCHISON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUTLER. That would be worse for them 
than the original amendment is. 

Mr. MASON. Their expenses are all paid 
: except——— 

Mr. ATCHISON. Then I move to strike out 
‘twenty-five. dollars,” and insert “ fifty dollars”? 
per diem. 

Mr. MASON. That will give them exactly 
the sum proposed by the Senator from Georgia, 

Mr. ATCHISON. No—less $9,000 outfit. 

Mr. MASON. Twenty-five dollars a day for 
the time employed is at the rate of $9,000 a year. 
If you give them fifty dollars a day, that is at the 
rate of $18,000; and that is what the Senator 
from Georgia proposed to give by his amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator from Virginia 
does not seem to comprehend my amendment at 
all. { did no such thing. I proposed to give 
Mr. Schenck the amount of $18,000; therefore, 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri is 
precisely half of mine. That is the effect of it. 

Mr. MASON. The amendment of the Senator 


: from Georgia was to pay Mr. Schenck $18,000 


for some five or six months’ service. The Sena- 
tor from Missouri proposes to pay him at the rate 
of fifty dollars a day for about six month’s service, 
which is at the rate of $18,000 a year. If this be 


` done, it will be taken as a precedent to establish 


the position, that if a minister is sent from one 
country to another to transact special business, 
besides his salary going on all the time at $9,000 
a year, and expenses, he may have fifty dollars a 


ay. 

Mr. WALKER. With the desire to know 

terwards what the country may think of pay- 
ing, under these circumstances, fifty dollarsa day, 
I ask respectfully for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment to the amendment, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TOUCEY. If I understand it, these min- 
isters have already been paid their annual salary 
during the very period of six months for which it 
is now proposed to pay them twenty-five dollars 
a day in addition; and the proposition contained 
in the amendment to the amendment is to make it 
fifty dollars a day, so that in case of the minister 
plenipotentiary during these six months, he willbe 
receiving at the rate of seventy-five dollars a day. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benjamin, 
Cooper, Dawson, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Pearce, 


ree Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Shields, Toombs, and Wade 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brod- 
head, Brown, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Fitzpatrick, 
Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, James, Jones of Temnesree, 
Mason, Sebastian, Slidell, "Fhomson of New Jersey, Tou- 
cey, Walker, Weller, and Williams—22. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. : i : 
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Mr. WALKER. I move to strike out of the 
amendment reported from the committee the | 
words: H 

Anda compensation at the rate of twenty-five dollars 
per diem shail be allowed each of them for the time they 
were employed, to be paid out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

That will leave the amendment a provision 
simply to pay the expenses of these gentlemen, | 
and when they cannot produce their vouchers, that | 
their own certificates may be taken for the items | 
of their expenses. I make this motion upon the 
ground that, aside from their expenses, the Gov- 
ernment was entitled to their time. If they had 
remained at the points to which they were orig 
inally appointed, the Government would have been 
entitled to their segyices. They spent no more 
time in going on the special mission than they 
would have spent in remaining. This provides 
for allowing their expenses, and their own certifi- | 
cates are to be taken when they cannot produce ' 
vouchers. Upon my amendment 1 simply ask | 
for the yeas and nays. : 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. The committee were satisfied. 
from the papers before them, and | dare say othe 
Senators would be satisfied, that these gentlemen, 
being absent from the places to which they were 
appointed to reside, and being oblized to continue 
their establishments there, were put to actual ex- 
penses by their absence, and we thought we had 
measured them a fair and just allowance in giving || 
them at the rate of an additional salary. 

Mr. WALKER. Suppose there were expenses ‘i 
incurred; can they not bring them under the item : 
of expenses, and thus avoid precedent of giving || 
double compensation for the time spent in the ser- 
vice of the country? 

Mr. GWIN. In regard to the suggestion of 


f 


| my impression is, upon an appropriation bil, Lt 
H would seem at first to be in the nature of a pri- 


! seemed to us in the nature of current services of 


Mr. MASON. Itis allowed by this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PEARCE. Then he had to employ a 
clerk for two weeks, whose expenses have been 
paid at this Department, $1,000 for his services; 
so that absolutely they have given the clerk who 
was employed more money than is given to Mr. | 
Schenck for the time he was employed in making | 
the treaty. | 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—-yess 27, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Butler, Chase, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, | 
Dodge of Iowa, Evans, Gillette, Houston, Hunter, James, 
Jones of Tenuessee, Mallory, Mason, Pettit, Pratt, Shields, 
ideil, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toucey, Weller, and Williawns—27, 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Cooper, 
Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Poot, Gwin, Pearce, Rock- 
well, Rusk, Sebastian, Toombs, Wade, and Walker—17, | 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. f am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations to offer the following 
amendment: 

For payment to Lieutenant W. D. Porter, of the Navy || 
of the United States, the sum of $1,748 61, being for so |! 
much money expended by him for expenses incurred in 
briuging Amu Bey, the Purkish envoy, and his attendants 
to the United States iu the year 1850, at the request of the 
United States minister resident at Constantinople. 


Mr. HUNTER. Is not thata private claim? 


Mr. MASON. An appropriation to Lieutenant | 
Porter passed the Senate at the last session, and 


vate claim; but itis for expenses incurred by direc- || 
tion of the minister at Constantinople, and it. 


t 


| the country. The expenses were really incurred 
| by the officer. The Government made an appro- 


the Chairman of the Committee on Finance, when | 
the chargé was absent, were not his duties per- 
formed by the secretary of legation, and did he 
not receive at the rate of $4,500? 

Mr. MASON. While he was absent the sec- 
retary of legation was: acting as chargé ad interim; | 
and the secretary has asked to be paid the difer- 
ence between the salary of the one office and that | 
of the other, The committee reported in his 
favor. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays; and 
resulted—yeas 13, nays 30; as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Bright, Dodge || 
of Wisconsin, Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Jones of Tennessee, 
Sebastian, Toombs, Wade, Walker, and Williams—13. © |; 

NAY 2—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Benjamin, Brodhead, || 
Brown, Butler, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of lowa, Evans, |! 
Passenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Hanlin, Houston, Hunter, | 
James, Mallory, Mason, Pertit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, |! 
Shields, Slidett, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New 
Jersey, Toucey, and Weller—30, 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment ‘| 
of the cornmittee, 

Mr. WADE called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I do not wish | 
to consume the timeof the Senate; but I desire to | 
say that J shall vote against this proposition, con- | 
sidering the amount proposed to be paid by it as 
entirely inadequate. I have not heard the argu- 
ments advanced in the case; but 1 merely wish to | 


say ,that I understand Mr. Schenck wasabsentfrom || 


Brazil eighty-three days on his mission, and he || 
traveled on that occasion four thousand eight hun- ; 
dred miles, and wasconstantly engaged in arduous | 
labors, which resulted in the suecessful conclusion | 
ofa treaty, It is proposed to pay him at the rate | 
of $2,075 for that service. In the performance of || 
that service he was obliged to leave his house, in | 
which he had just established himself, and to pay - 
out of his own pocket more than $800, which | 
leaves a balance of $1,200 for this service. On| 
the second occasion he was absent ninety-five A 
days, during which time two treaties were nego- : 
tiated. Itis proposed to pay him for that $2,375. | 
He had to pay out of his own pocket for the care | 
of his property during that time $380, leaving 
$1,895 for the making of these twotreaties. That 
is $947 for each treaty. Now, sir, while he was 
negotiating one of these treaties, it became neces- 
sary to employ a clerk. i would remark here, 
that for these expenses vouchers have been pro- 
duced to the State Department, but no allowance 
has been made. 


i in a public ship? 
; commanded one of the publie ships, and he was 


i requested b 
|; Amin Bey. ii 


| on board his ship as a guest, and provided for ! 


} overruled. 


priation of $10,000 to pay the expenses of this 
agent while in the country, all of which I have 
been told has been drawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER 
in the chair.) The Chair thinks that this amend- 
mentis in order. It is brought forward by the 
order of a standing committee. The Chair is dis- | 
posed to entertain it. i 

Mr. TOOMBS. I ask the chairman of the | 
committee if that was the costof his passage here | 


eres ear 


Mr. MASON. No, sir. Lieutenant Porter 


y the minister to furnish a passage to | 


Mr. TOOMBS. I understand that. 
cost near $2,000 to bring him here? | 
Mr. MASON. Lieutenant Porter received him i 


But did it `| 


him by having apartments put up in the ship for || 
i him. He provided for him and suite, entertained || 
them, and-fed them all the way. Itis shown that | 
he incurred these actual expenses. i} 

Mr. TOOMBS. Did not the Government ap- f 
| propriate $10,000 for the expenses of Amin Bey? | 
i Mr. MASON. The Government appropriated j 
' $10,000 to pay his expenses after he arrived in | 
i this country to enable him to travel about. 
| Mr. HUNTER. Itseems to me that this is a! 
| private claim. I am compelled to raise the ques- 
: tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has :! 
great doubt about it. He decided that it wasin | 
order, but if the Senate thinks proper to overrule | 
the decision, the Chair is willmg to submit the | 

i 
t 


i 


question to them. The question of order, there- |! 
fore, which is raised, will be submitted to the | 
Senate. i 
The question was put; and the Chair decided | 
that the decision of the Chair appeared to be `! 
, Mr. BUTLER. No appeal was taken from the | 
cecision. ji 
TheP RESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || 
from” Virginia [Mr. Huxrer] took an appeal. j 
Mr. BUTLER. Ido not think he did. ij 
Mr. HUNTER. The President has the right |! 
to submit the question. I did not appeal, butI am |! 
glad the question has been submitted to the Sen- |i 
ate. 
Mr. BUTLER. It is fairly in order. Nobody | 
is going to appeal. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChair en- |/ 


i 
j 
i 
i 
j 

H 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope the sense of the Sen=: 
ate will be taken. ees S = 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. “The Chair wil 
put the question to the Senate. : De 
The question wag taken; and the amendment 
was declared to be out of order. A 
Mr. MASON. Ihave herea class of amend» 
ments which the Committee on Foreign Relations’ 
have instructed me to offer. Reports have: been 
made in each case. They are to pay certain secre- 
taries of legation at foreign courts the. compensation 
of chargé d’affaires, while acting in that character, 
In each instance we have ascertained, at the De- 
partment of State, that the sevices were rendered, 
I believe the invariable practice of the Government 
has been to make the allowance. The first one 
that I offer is in the case of Mr. Sanford. ` In it 
there isan allowance of the small sum of $1,170 68 


| additional for clerk hire, which he shows was 
| actually and necessarily paid by him while acting 


The others are simply 


as secretary of legation. 
I present them all as a 


for the difference in pay. 
class, 

Mr. GWIN. I raise the 
they are not private claims ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read theamendment. f 

The Secretary commenced to read: f 

Thatthe Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
directed to pay out of any money in the ‘Treasury not otters 
wise appropriated-——— 

Mr.GWIN. The Secretary is reading that 
from a printed slip. A part of it has been stricken 
out. I should like to hear the whole of it-read. 

The Secretary read ‘Senate bill No. 430.” 

Mr.GWIN. From what committee is it re- 
ported ? i 

The Secretary continued to read: 

“Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Forcign Rela- 
tions, submitted a report, accompanied by the following 
il: 

_ “July 22 recommitted to the Committee on Forei 
ay ul y 24 reported with an amendment, (to insert the words 
printed in italics,) accompanied by 4 report. 

‘A bill for the relief of Henry S. Sanford.” 


Mr. GWIN. That is it. . 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the amendment, &c. a 

It was read, as follows: 


That the Sceretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
directed to pay, out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to Henry S. Sanford, late acting 
chargé d’affaires of the United States at Paris, the sum of 
$2,223 82, it being the amount of the difference between 
the salary received by him, as secretary of legation at Paris, 
from the 14th day of May, 1853, to the 22d day of January, 
1854, and the salary of a chargé d‘atfaires far the same pe- 
riod, together with the usual outfit of a chargé affaires, 
and for necessary clerk hire paid by him while secretary of 
legation at Paris, the further sum of $1,170 63, 


Mr. MASON. I ought to have stated that 
that case was feported upon by the Senator from 
Louisiana, [Mr. SLIDELL,] from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and it was not put into my 
hands until just now by him, so that I did not 
make the siatement that it contained also an ap- 
propriation for oatfit, and is distinguished in that 
way from the others in the class which make pro- 
vision only for the difference between the pay of 
the secretary of legation and chargé d’affaires. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to know whether it 
is not a private claim? : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of the opinion that it comes within the prohibi- 
tion of the rule, and is, therefore, out of order, 

Mr. MASON, The custom of the Senate at 
least has been, in all other instances, to permit ap- 
propriations of this kind to be put upon the appro- 
priation bills; and the reason by which they are 


question whether 


ign Rela- 


: distinguished always is this: these gentlemen are 


officers in the public service; they are discharging 
other duties than those pertaining to their office, 
for which no appropriation by law has been made; 


| and, heretofore, they have gone upon the appro- 


priation bills, itis the very case, I apprehend, 
presented a little while ago by the Senator from 
Delaware, in regard to the chief clerks in the De- 


order, | must respectfully appeal from the decision, 
because I have a precedent in the case of the Sen- 


tertains doubt upon the subject, and he is willing |, ator from Delaware. 


to refer the question to the Senate. d 


Mr. BADGER. The cases would be'alike if 
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this were: an appropriation to carry out the-pro- 
vision ofan existing law—if there wasa law which 
entitled the party to receive the compensation, and 
he had not received it. ee i 

“Mr. MASON: It strikes me the cages are pre- 
cisely alike in this. There is no law to pay a 
chiéf.clerk in the Department.of State the: salary 
of the Secretary of State while he acis as such. 

Mr: BADGER. There is the mistake of the 
Senator. 97. : R 
-Mr MASON.. I yielđif I am mistaken. I had 
supposed that there was none, or that it would not 
have been necessary to. come here for a special act. 

Mr. BADGER. The act of 1792 authorizes 
the President to make these appointments of act- 
ing officers, and the custom of the Government 
for years has always been to pay them as a mat- 
ter of course; but they come to Congress when 
thé money has not been appropriated. 

“Mr, MASON. I was not aware of that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the appeal. 

Mr. MASON, I withdraw it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina how he distinguishes 
this case, to which he now objects, from the one 
‘which he so earnestly advocated of Schenck and 
Pendleton, 

“The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will inform the Senator from Louisiana that 
there is no question now before the Senate. 

Mr. SLIDELL. [hope the Senator will an- 
swer the question. - 

“Mr. BADGER. Iwill say to the Senator from 
Louisiana that | expressed. no views upon that 
subject—none at all. When I came into the 
Senate to attend to what was going on, | found 
that case before the body, and under discussion. 
No question had been raised as to`its”being in 
order. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the next amendment. 

. Mr. MASON. The rest are of the same char- 
acter, and of course must fall with the one which 
has been read. Ihave another amendment which 
I am instructed by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations to offer, to increase the salaries of the 
Ministers to Great Britain and France to the sum 
of $15,000 per annum, and to discontinue the out- 
fit. | had it drawn up here, but it has been mis- 
laid. I will write it out again. 

‘Mr. BRIGHT. While the Senajor is preparing 
his amendment, I have a small one to offer from 
the Committee on Finance. It is to insert: 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay for two 
hundred and twenty feet and five inches of granite coping 
used in the improvement of the triangular square at the 
corner of 13th street and Pennsylvania avenue, 9515 47. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. I offer the following amend- 

' ment to come after the appropriatidn for the sal- 
aries of the ministers to the two courts men- 


tioned: 

Provided, That the salaries of the Ministers to Great 
Britain and France, shall be hereafter, to each, at the rate 
^ of $15,000 per annum, aud thatthe outfits to those missions 

be hereafter discontinued. 


Mr. SHIELDS. lask the honorable Senator 
why deny the outfit? Why not leave it just as it 
is? 


is? 

Mr. MASON. At the last session the Senate 
put upon the appropriation bill a provision making 
the salary $15,000 a year for the Ministers to the 
four courts of Great Britain, France, Spain, and 
Russia. The House disagreed to it; and it was 
lost. It was thought absolutely necessary, by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, that the salaries 
ofthe ministers to these two Governments, at least, 
should be increased, and, at the same time, that 
the outfit should be discontinued. The policy in 
discontinuing the outfit, as I understood it, was 
that it would induce ministers to remain during 
the full term of four years, for which they are 
usually sent—during one Administration—and 
that during the four years. the increased salary 
von largely overgo the existing salary with the 
ouint, 

Mr. PRATT. The manifest effect and oper- 
ation of this amendment would be to discriminate 
between the present incumbents and all others 
who should hold similar offices hereafter. Those 
gendemen now holding the positions, have re- 
ceived the outfit of $9,000, and they are to receive 
in addition to that outfit $15,060, instead of $9,000 
a year for the future. If they were.to resign to- 


morrow, and some other citizen should be sent to 
fill their place, he would be entitled to $15,000 per 
annum, and would be entitled to no outfit. Now, 
I am decidedly in favor of increasing the salaries 
of all these officers. This, however, does not in- 
crease, but, on the Contrary, diminishes the salary, 
except to the present incumbents. Now, any 
party receiving an‘ original appointment, would 
receive the first year $18,000. By the amendment 
he would only receive $15,000. ‘It therefore does 
not increase the salary of those hereafter to be ap- 
pointed. It rather diminishes their emoluments 
and fees, and is confined exclusively for the benefit 
of those now in office. i 

Mr. MASON. Undoubtedly it will discrim- 
inate between those now in office and those here- 
after to be appointed; but you cannot well change 
the salaries without discriminating between the 
predecessors and their successors in office. 

Mr. PRATT. The Senator corresponds in 
opinion with me as I understand. Then his object 
can be effected by strikiug out the latter part of 
the amendment, so that it will increase the salaries 


to $15,000, and leave the outfit as it is. That will į 


leave the successors of the present incumbents en- 
titled to the outfit. I donot desire to discriminate 
between them. ‘There is no necessity for it; be- 


| cause, by striking out the latter part of the amend- 


ment, you accomplish the very object which the 
Senator professes to desire to obtain, and put all 


others upon the same footing with those, giving | 


them a salary of $15,000 and the outfit. 

Mr. MASON. The object of the committee 
was to discontinue the outlit where they increased 
the salary. The latter part is prospective, and 


_applies to the present and all future ministers. If 


you strike it out, you will leave the outfit with the 
additional salary. 1 should have no objection to 
that, but { am afraid it could not be carried else- 
where. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I do not wish to raise any 
objection here, but I merely suggest, for the con- 
sideration of the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
that this outfit is necessary. No one, unless a 


wealthy.citizen, could appear at either of those | 


courts without the aid of the outfit. I think de- 
priving them of it would have an injurious effect; 
and I concur, therefore, with the Senator from 
Maryland. 

Mr. MASON. Probably the Senator did not 
hear what | said just now, that, at the last ses- 
sion, we proposed to increase those salaries to 
$15,000, leaving the outfit as it stands. The 
House disagreed to it. We do not legislate alone; 
we legislate in union with the other branch; and 
the probability is, that if we continue the outfit, 
the House will again disagree to it, and I should 
rather take half a loaf than no bread. 

Mr. FISH. Ithink the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations omits to state that the 
increase of salary at that time embraced the min- 
isters to two other courts, Spain and Russia. It 
was probably on account of their being connected 


| that the House did not conceive the necessity for 


the increase to exist, and they may on that ac- 
count have disagreed to the amendment, but may 
not object to increase the salaries of the Ministers 
to England and France. 

Mr. MASON. I will modify my amendment 
by striking out the last clause. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 trust the chairman of the 
committee will not do that. If he does, I shall 
be obliged to vote against the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair 
understand the Senator from Virginia to make that 
modification in the amendment? 

Mr. MASON. It seems to be so generally un- 
acceptable to discontinue the outfit, that, not to 
detain the Senate, I propose to modify it by strik- 
ing out the words, ‘and the outfit appropriated 
by law to those missions shall be henceforward 
discontinued.” 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move to reinstate thatSpro- 
vision which the chairman of the Committee on 


| Foreign Relations has stricken out; and I wish to 


state very briefly the reasons which induced me 
to do so. The Committee on Foreign Relations 
thought that it was very desirable to hold out 
inducements to ministers to remain for as long a 
period as possible at their posts. They wished 
to avoid the temptation which is found in many 
instances, to induce persons to accept appoint- 
ments, receive the outfit, go abroad, and remain 
for so limited a time that really they can be of no 


use to the Government. The” 
would be given to these ministers 
ment of the committee, if they, 
four years, would be $60,000 
system they would have received 00 as salary 
and $9,000 outfit; that would be 000.. The 
honorable Senator from Maryland has said that 
the amendment, if adopted in the form in which it 
was originally presented by the chairman of the 
Commitiee on Foreign Relations, would be unjust 
and unequal in its operation. It would be so, but 
to a much more limited extent than he supposes. 
[I will take the case of the present incumbent at 
London. He was appointed, if 1] mistake not, in 
the month of April of last year. He received his 
outfit; but under the provision of the amendment, 
as I desire it shall stand, and Æ originally offered 
by the chairman of the committee, he will have 
received, during the period of some fifteen months, 
$6,000 less salary than is proposed to be given to 
the minister hereafter appointed to either of these 
courts, That would make a difference in the 
compensation. He would receive, supposing this 
amendment to be adopted, and the salary be not 
changed by any future Congress, less in the form 
of salary, by $7,500, than his successor would 
receive, while he would have received $9,000 more 
in the way of outfit; so that the whole difference 
reduces itself to the sum of $1,500, neither more 
nor less. : 

In legislating for the future, I do not know that 
we are obliged to have any particular reference to 
the past. It seems to me, with all respect, that 
there is nothing in the argument of the Senator 
from Maryland but this: that he objects that if 
this provision be adopted, the present minister to 
London will be compelled to remain abroad four 
years to receive $15,000 more than his successors, 

As regards the question of outfit, I do not think, 
Mr. President, that outfits are at all necessary. 
As a general rule, | would say they are not neces- 
sary. A minister going to London or Paris may 
be under the necessity of expending money to 
prepare himself; but, as I understand, it is now 
customary to pay in advance a certain portion of 
the salaries of the ministers in addition to the outfit. 
That proportion depends upon the discretion of 
the Department. A minister going abroad with 
asalary of $15,000 may receive six months’ salary 
in advance. My great objection to the system of 
outfits, I repeat, is, that it holds out inducements 
for men to go abroad for the mere purpose of job- 
bing. I think it is a vital error in our system, 
and I wish to get rid of it altogether. When the 
opportunity arrives, I shall feel disposed to make 
an effort generally to get rid of it, and to make 
whatever increase may be necessary in the sala- 
ries, 

Mr., BUTLER. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. GWIN called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 18, nays 30; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Butler, Chase, Clayton, Cooper, 
Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, James, Pearce, Pettit, Rock- 
well, Rusk, Sebastian, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Toombs, and Wade—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Bell, 
Benjamin, Brodhead, Brown, Dawson, Dodge of Wiscon- 
sin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, Geyer, 
Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter. Johnson, Mallory, Ma- 
son, Pratt, Shields, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, Tou- 
cey, Walker, Weller, and Williams—30, 


So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Louisi- 
ana to insert in the amendment of the committee 
the following words: 


And the outfit appropriated by law to those missions shall 
be henceforward discontinued. 


The question was then taken; and the Presiding 
Officer declared it to be rejected. 


Mr. SLIDELL called for the yeas and nays; 
but they were not ordered. 

Mr. MASON. I have found that, probably 
by the construction under the existing law, the 
amendment which I have offered, as it stands, 
may entitle these ministers to a full year’s salary 
and outfit, so that they will receive a salary of 
$15,000, and an outfit of $15,000. To avoid that 
construction, I propose to modify it by adding 
the following: 

The outfit to each notao exceed the sum of $9,900. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment as modified. we 


ler the old 


I move that the Senate do 


1854. 
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Mr. SLIDELL. l hope I can have the yeas 
and nays upon that, at least. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

After the roll had been called, 

Mr. WALKER said; I wish to know if I have 
voted right? I intended, by the vote I gave, to 
go against the $15,000 outfit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
voted wrong then. i 
Mr. WALKER. I think the Senate have been 
voting under a misapprehension. If | understand | 
the explanation of the Senator from Virginia, it is | 
this: without his modification, they might receive 
an outfit of $15,000, a year’s salary. He pro- | 
poses to give $9,000 outfit. I voted to allow 

$9,000, and to prevent the $15,000 outfit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment with that modification. The 
Senator has voted for the whole amendment. 

Mr. WALKER. That I intended to do. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I should like to hear the 
amendment, as modified, read. 

It was read as follows: 

Provided, That the salary of the ministers to Great Britain 
and France shall be hereafter $15,000 per annum to each ; | 
the outi to cach not to exceed the sum of $9,000, i 

Mr. MASON. If the Senate will allow me, I || 
will state that I first offered the amendment to |: 
pay to the two ministers the sum of $15,000 each |) 
per annum; but upon examining the existing | 
law, I found that, under it, the probable construc- || 
tion would be to make the salary of each $15,000, | 
and the outfit $15,000. It was to avoid that con- | 
struction that | modified it by leaving the outfit | 
at $9,000, which it now is; so that, if the propo- 
sition carries, we may hereafter pay the ministers | 
to these courts a salary of $15,000, and an outfit | 
of $9,000. j 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 25; as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell; Benjamin, | 
Brown, Butler, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Fish, James, 
Mason, Pearce, Peutit, Pratt, Shields, Thomson of New 
Jersey. ‘loucey, Walker, and Weller—21, 

NAYS--Megsrs. Adams, Atchison, Brodhead, Chase, | 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Fessenden, Fitzpat- 
rick, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, 
Hunter, Johnson, Mallory, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, | 
Slidell, Sunmer, Toombs, Wade, and Williains—25. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


of Columbia have instructed me to offer the fol- į 
lowing amendment: 
Yo reimbarse the expenditure made by the Commis- 


sioner of Publie Buildings for the repair of the Potomac 
bridge, when injured by fire, $4,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. Inthe absence of the chairman, | 
I am directed to offer another amendment from |! 
the same committee. It is to insert: f 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay the out- 
standing debts of the penitentiary, $12,175 66. 

Mr. President, the fuctin relation to that amend- 
ment, as appears from the report of the warden 
and keepers,is this: For a long series of years, 
they have been accumulating a debt there for the 

urchase, chiefly, of materials for the workmen. 

he larger portion of it is due to one man in the 
city of Washington; and they report that the 
custom of giving credit at the institution, which 
they have been obliged to do, disables them from 
meeting these debts. It is to wipe out the out- 
standing debts that this amendment is offered. 

Mr. GWIN. I desire to ask a question of the 
chairman. Arenot these men officers of the Gov- | 


II 
it 
| 
j 
Hi 
| 
Hi 
H! 
|i 
| 


it 
i] 


ernment? and have they contracted debis without 
an appropriation being made? 

Mr. HUNTER. { do not understand how 
they had any right to contract the debt. 

Mr. MASON. Ido not know what right they 
had to contract the debt. They were placed there 


with instructions to keep the mechanicsemployed, | 


and sell the materials, and these debts were con- 
tracted for the purchase of materials. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BELL. 


unanimous assent of the body. I propose to 
amend the clause ‘for salaries of the Chief Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court, and eight associate 
judges, $41,000,” by striking out “$41,000” and 
inserting: 


Which said salaries shall hereafter be, the Chief Justice | 
i 3,500 each, com.» | 


$7,000, and of the associate jus 
mencing with the present fiscal year, $ 


s gt 
59,000, 


I desire to submit a motion to ; 


is bi ich, I trust, wil i ji z 
amend this bill, which, I trust, will meet with the for. The money appropriated under that bill has | 


i 
it 


ii 
‘ 


! appropriation of money—no advantage is asked 


Ido not propose to say a single word on the 
amendment, unless some one opposes it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. RUSK. At the proper time I will vote 
cheerfully for the increase of the salaries of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court. The judiciary 
system isin a wretched condition; but Í am not 
willing to touch it by piece-meal. Whenever the 
proposition comes up to reorganize the Supreme 
Court, I will vote for it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I mustbe permitted to say, in 
justice to myself, that as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, I reported a bill to accom- 
modate every portion of this Confederacy. {have 
attempted to call it up twice, but these stronger 
bills, involving money appropriations, have pushed 
itaside. Money has been appropfiated for almost 
any purpose, except as a legitimate compensation 
for intellectual service. 1 am for this amendment. 

The yeas and nays were taken on the amend- 
ment, with the following result: 

* YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benja- 
min, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, 
Fish, Geyer, Gwin, Hunter, James, Mallory, Mason, 


| Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Shields, Stuart, Thomson 


a New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Weller, and Williams— 
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of Towa, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, 
Jjouston, Johnson, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Sumner, 
Wade, and Walker—16. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COOPER. At the suggestion of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, | move to re- 
consider the vote on the appointing of two addi- 
tional clerks in the Fourth Auditor’s office. The 
recommendation of the Segretary is, that there 
shall be one in the First and one in the Fourth 


| Auditor’s office. 
Mr. BADGER. Thatamendment may be made | 


by general consent, if there be no objection. 
Mr. COOPER. 1 
posed this morning, with this exception: that one 


| ofthe clerks should be in the First Auditor’s office, 


instead of both in the Fourth. 

The amendment was agreed to by general con- 
sent. 

Mr. BADGER. 


ment to the bill. It proposes no appropriation. 


s E will explain in a few words the object of it. 


In the second week of the session, I think it was, 
the Senate passed a bill which } introduced, to 
correct the phraseology of a clause in the river 
and harbor bill, which was passed some two 
years ago, in which an appropriation was made 


for an improvement in North Carolina; but by | 


some inaccuracy, the language was used ‘by the 
construction of a breakwater.” My object is 
merely to correct that phraseology. The amend- 
ment Is: 

And be it further enacted, That the “ act making appro- 


| priatious for the improvement of certain rivers and harbors,” ; 
approved the 30th of August, 1852, be, and the same js | 


hereby, amended by striking from the clause in which they 
occur, the following words: “by the construction of a 
breakwater across Croaton Sound.” 


Mr. STUART. A provision is made for that 
in the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. BADGER. 
provision in that bill intended to attain that object; 


but it is evident to everybody that there is an ex- | 


treme probability of that bill not passing this ses- 
sion. 
Mr. STUART. 


the reverse of that. 


of country advantage over all others in respect to 
this question. 
r. BADGER. No particular advantage is 
The appropriation has been made, and 
merely to correct a mistake in the phrase 
That is the whole of it. No 


ask 
this 
ology of the bill. 


I am aware that there is a. 


I think the probability is pre- ! 


H 


H 


| 
j 
H 
| 


k i table. 
Ít is the same amendment pro- | 


|; decide the question of order. 


Mr. BADGER. Iknow that, and he is going 
to offer an amendment, and shall vote for it. 

Mr. ATCHISON, (Mr. Water in the chair.) 
I move that the Senate do now adjourn. : 

Mr. MASON called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered, and taken with the following 
result: eee 

YEAS—Mesars. Atchison, Chase, ‘Clayton, Cooper, 
Fessenden, Foot, Gillette; James, Pearce, Pettit, “Pratt, 
Rockwell, Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New. Jersey; 
Toombs, Wade, and Weller—18. a et 3 

NAY S—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benja 
min, Brown, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, 
Fish, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Mallory, 
Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Shietds, ‘Slidell, Toucey, and 
Walker—23, X 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I move an amendment to the 
amendment, The Secretary, I presume, has the 
river and harbor bill at the desk. I think North 
Carolina has already had enough advantages over 
the rest of the States in this particular, and she 
shall have no more, so far as I am concerned. ‘1 
move to substitute the river and harbor bill for the 
amendment offered by the Senator from North 
Carolina, 

Mr. HUNTER. What amendment? - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Senator 
from North Carolina has moved an amendment 
correcting an error in a previous law; the Senator 
from Louisiana now proposes to amend that by 
inserting what is commonly called the river and 
harbor bill. : 

Mr. HUNTER. In what? Theciviland dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill? [Laughter.] 

Mr. ATCHISON. Read the amendment to the 


: amendment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Louisiana will please to send up his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The bill is at the Secretary’s 
It has been reported from the committee. 


Mr. ADAMS. [ raise a question of order. 


| The arnendment offered by the Senator from North 


Carolina does not propose any appropriation. 
He may, therefore, properly offer it without the 
sanction of acommittee. The Senator from Louis- 


: à ‘| iana, however, proposes an amendment to. this 
Į desire to offer an amend- | 


amendment, which makes a large appropriation, 
without the sanction of a committee. I raise that 
question of order. : 

Mr. SLIDELL. It appears to me, with all 
due deference to the Senator from Mississippi, 
there is nothing in this question of order. The 
river and harbor bill has been reported by the 
proper committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
The Chair decides 
the amendment of the Senator from Louisiana is 
not in order. The Senator can take an appeal 
from that decision. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I hope that, by gen- 
eral conggnt, the amendment of the Senator from ~ 
North Carolina will be agreed to. It seems tome 
to be eminéntly proper; and, whether the river 


i 


i 
i 


‘I 


| and harbor bill is passed or not with it in it, no 


harm will be done. There is no greater friend of 


| the river and harbor bill than myself; but I do 


not desire to embarrass this with it. 

Mr. PETTITT. I may be allowed to enter my 
protest againstthisamendment, Ido it with great 
reluctance and regret; for the Senator from North 
Carolina, who moves it, is uniformly liberal in 
voting for all reasonable and rational appropria- 
tions. I regret exceedingly to feel constrained to 


| oppose his amendment; but why do I do it? If 
i J understand it, two years ago an appropriation 
|| was made of $100,000, or about that amount—— 
| Mr. BADGER. Fifty thousand ‘dollars, 

i Mr. PETTIT. Fifty thousand dollars, the 
| Senator says, for certain works in North Carolina, 
i! and because those works were badly described in 
i| the law, or such works were described as could not 
| be made atthe places mentioned, or were inappro- 
! priate, the money has not been expended. The 
Senator now seeks to make an amendment here by 
which that money remaining still in the Treasury 
can betaken out and applied to a new work notdes- 
cribed in the law, appropriating the money. A cer- 
tain work was described in the law, but that work 


i 


1944 


E. 


be accomplished, and this money appropriated. 
That is precisely thease. 

Now, allow me to say, that while E do not 
think North Carolina bas met with any more favor 
than she ought to meet with, or that any more 
money has been appropriated for Cape Fear river 
than Gught to be appropriated, I think she has got 


and harbor bill. 
idential veto to reach all portions of this Union 
alike. ` It is unnecessary for me to go into the 
constitutional argument of the power of this Gov- 
ernment to make these appropriations, and much 
less of its duty to make them-—not to say its 
power, but its duty. But, I repeat, I desire that 
all portions of the Union shall be placed upon the 


same footing, a 


fey 
by some accident or other, has placed a little ob 
struction, however large or however small, in the 
mouth of the Cape Fear river, by which sands and 
dirt and rubbish havegathered about the mouth of 
the river, and obstructed its 

Mr. HUNTER. Is this in order? I am re 
luctant to interpose; but we are anxious to get 
through with the bill. 

Mr. PEYLit. If the Senator wants to adjourn, 
I will give him the floor to make the motion. 

Mr, HUNTER. I do not want.to do that. 

Mr. PEfLIT. Very well. Tam in order 
You cannot getover mein that way. (Laughter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Cha 
thinks the Senator is in order. 

Mr, PETTITT. 1 will give way to the Senator 
to move an adjournment. 

Mr. HUNTER. Notat all. 

Mr. PEETI. Under these accidental circum- 
stances of an obstruction having been made, as it 


r 


1 


is alleged, upon the face of the bill, a bilt bas been i 


approved making an appropriation of $140,000 for 
Cape Fear river. 1 have never been on that river. 
I know not bow large it iss whether it is a peren- 
nial, or whether it is a spring or fall stream, I do 
not pretend to know. I take tt for granted that the 
appropriation was right and proper; thatit was no 
larger than necessary. Bat by this amendment, 
disguise itas you will, it proposes to appropriate— 
I use that term, for it is that—out of the Treasury 
$50,000 which is there, and which cannot be ex- 

ended under any law in existence whatever. The 
Berion admits that no such thing can be con- 
structed asa breakwater, for none is needed— 
none is required. There was a mere lapsus penne 
in drawing the bill; thereis no possibility ofspend- 
ing the money; and though this amend ment 
does not say in so many words that it shall be 
appropriated, it says that it shall be applied to 
the consuruedion of other works. ft is, to all in- 
tents and purposes, an appropriation of 850,000 
out of the Treasury, which cannot be™rawn or 
applied untess this amendment be passed. Now, 
then, if it be unconstitutional, as it is said, and 
given out, to make these appropriations, let us put 
our hands at once upon all the money that is re- 
maining in the Treasury, and not appropriate it by 
any hide-and-go-seek means, for the purpose of 
indirectly violating the Constitution in doing that 
which you cannot do directly, What is the rea- 
son of it? You have $50,000in the Treasury which 
cannot be used without that amendment; and the 
amendment authorizes its use. Itis provided for 
in the general river and harbor bill. I hope to see 
that bill pass. It has passed the House, and I 
hope will pass here. Let the Cape Fear river, or 
let the improvements in North Carolina take the 
direction and suffer the fate of the others, Let it 
be decapitated with all other parts. Let North 
Carolina stand upon a condition equal with all 
her sisters. She has already obtained an advant- 
by one bill, which the Senator from North 


speech, has induced us to pass. She has the ad- 
vantage of that, appropriating $14 
count of the power of his tongue. That is a 
I want to say against 
adding this $50,000 more to that advantage 
indirect appropriation; although the Senator has 


had one advantage, let him hereafter stand upon 


I that 


3 


an equality with us; and if our works die, let his © 


die with them. 


Mr. BADGER. I should very much prefer - 


v, and not by a mere hap-hazard guess | 
at the existence of the fact that this Government, 


ina, by his seducing and prevailing power of + 
y 8 f St P 
6,000, all on ac- | 


bim; but lam opposed to | 
by an: 
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f ihe support of my friend from Indiana to the ex- 
i| pressions, with which he has overcome me, of his 
| excessive flattery. Now, sir, Lhave no objection 
i| to his making an onslaught upon the principles 
il which the President has indicated on the bill for 
|| the improvement of Cape Fear river; bat | insist 
that I have a right to ask that Senator that the 
general subject of the improvements of rivers and 
harbors should not be urged for preventing the 
Senator from doing a simple act of justice to my 
The Senator says that he thinks North 


matter with the other States. Would to God shat 
‘it were so. She has, sir, less money appropri- 
| ated for her benefit than any State in this Union; 


| but that has nothing to do with the question. By 


| t 
I 


: the act of 1852 a certain sum of money was ap- 


ij A : 
ilaw; but, as I stated, upon an examination being 


i 
j| 
j 
| 


in amount, but considerable, compared with those 
sums which we have been in the habit of receiv- 
ing; but the amendment does not propose, 


j! 
| ject expressed in the or 
| of a communication with the ocean. 
li was examined, it was found that the mode speci- 
© fied would not accomplish the object. I only ask 
that the mistake may be corrected. It seems to 
| me to be a very simple request; and I hope it will 
! be agreed to. 

! The amendment was agreed to. 

i Mr. MALLORY. 
| ment, making no appropiation, which, in the lan- 
| guage of the Senator from Tennessee, {Mr. BeLL,] 
|| Senate: 


il 
H 
i ‘That the President of the United States be authorized 


| | hope will receive the unanimous assent of the 


i k $ : : 
i| aud directed to appoint two persons to investigate and col- 


| leet proof, under the instructions of the Department of the 
‘| Interior, Of the depredations upon private property by the 
Hi Indians in Florida, subsequent to the 25th of December, 
i 1825, the report and testimony to be submitted to Congress 
i| at its next session. 

| The question was taken; and, ona division, there 
j were—ayes 15, noes 103, not a quorum voting. 

| Mr. MALLORY. Lask forthe yeasand nays. 
Mr. COOPER, IT move that the Senate adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESEN 


TATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 27, 1854. 


The House metat eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer i 


i 
| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
¿| TheSPEAKER. The first business in order 
. is the consideration of the bill regulating the pay 


by Rev. Henny Sricer. 


‘and increasing the efficiency of the Army of the | 


i Ur 


rited States, and for otber purposes. 


Mr. HOUSTON obtained the floor, but yielded | 


: to 


Mr. FULLER. Before proceeding to the regu 

lar order of business, I desire to have taken up and 

> considered House bill (No. 242) “ authorizing 

‘the purchase or construction of four additiongl 

i; revenue cutters.” I should not ask its consi 

» ation now, if 1 were not fully impressed th 
i: was one of great public importance. 


ti INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [rise to a privileged ques- 
tion, and l shall ask thatit be first disposed of. 
On the part of the committee of conference on the 
Indian appropriation bi'l, I am instructed to submit 

| the report which I send to the Chair. 
=o The report was read, as follows: 


Bee 


it 


: the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 46) making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
u dian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 


arolina ought to be put upon an equality in this | 


directly į 
|| or indirectly, to makę an appropriation. The ob- | 
iginal bill was the opening | 
When it | 


I desire to offer an amend- | 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 


| various Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30th, 1855, 
and for other purposes,” having inet, after full and free con- 
ference have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to 
their respective Houses as follows : 

That the Senate concur in the amendments of the House 
of Representatives to the first, second, fifty-ninth, sixty- 
eighih, and eighty-first amendments of the Senate 3 thatthe 
Senate concur in the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the fourteenth amendnient of the Senate with 
amendments, as follows: 

Inline fifteen of the amendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, strike ont the word <‘ seven,?? and insert 
« seventy.” In line twenty-four of said amendment strike 
out the word “ five,” and insert * one p°? and in line thirty- 
three of said amendment strike out the word “ five,” and 
insert “one.” 

‘That the Senate do recede from its seventy-fourth amend- 

ment, and that the following be substituted for its seventy- 
fifth amendment: 
_ And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Tn- 
terior be, and he is hereby authorized, if in his jndgment 
the public interest wijl be promoied ibereby, to cause to be 
disbursed such of the moneys appropriated in this act for 
tbe Utah Indians, either under treaty stipulations, or for 
general incidental expenses, by the Indian agent in that 
Territory, as he may think proper: Provided, That said 
agent shall, under no circumstances, receive any additional 
compensation therefor, 

That the Senate do recede from its seventh, seventy third, 
eightieth, and eighty-second amendments. That the House 
of Representatives concur in the sixty seventh amendment 
of the Senate with the following amendments: 

Atier the word “rendered,” in fourth line of the amend- 
i ment of te Senate, insert the words “ within or upon any 
Indian territory,” and in same line strike out the words “in 
cases,” and in lieu thereof insert “for medical or manual 
services, or in cases of humanity.” 

And that the House of Representatives do recede from 
their disagreement to the tenth amendment of the Senate 


and agree thereto. 
GRO. S. HOUSTON, 
i s. G. HAVEN, 
i G. A. GROW, 
Managers on the purt of the House. 
J. A. PEARCE, 
S. ADAMS, 
W. K. SEBASTIAN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate, 
Mr. HOUSTON. I have the bill before me 
| which I used when the amendments were before 
‘the committee, and 1 will explain them in a very 
| few minutes. 1 will take them in order as I find 
i them in the bill. 

The first amendment of the Senate proposes to 
establish the salary of Governor and superintend- 
ent of Indian affairs in Minnesota, whenever the 
President of the United States shall see fit to sep- 
arate those offices. The House disagreed to that 
amendment, and the Senate have receded fromit, 
and they have yielded their proposition fora sep- 
aration of the offices of Governor and superin- 
tendent. 

The next amendment of the Senate wasa prop- 
osition creating five Indian sub-agents in Califor- 
i nia. The House reduced the number to three, and 
‘in that reduction the Senate concur. 
| The next amendment of the Senate was a prop- 
l osition to increase the salaries of five Indian 
agents. The House disagreed to theamendment, 
| and the Senate have receded from it. 

i A Member. Is the pay increased? 
| Mr. HOUSTON. No; the compensation of 
| the agents is not increased. 

The next amendment in order is number ten. 
Itis “ for erecting buildings for Indian agent in 
Washington Territory, $5,000.” The House non- 
concurred in that amendment, and the committee 
' of conference on the part of the House have re- 
ceded from their disagreeing vote. That is the 
only case in which we have yielded. 
| The next amendment in controversy is number 
i fourteen. That was an amendment which the 
House had put on the Senate amendment, making 
appropriations for recent Indian treaties. The 
Senate agree to the House amendment by correct- 
ing the wrong pbraseology which had, some how 
or other, crept in and destroyed its sense. 

The next was an amendment in which the 
House inserted the words *‘ in full.” The amend- 
ment of the Senate was for payment to the Win- 
nebago nation of Indians of certain unexpended 
balances; and the House inserted the words for 
The Senate agree to that 
amendment of the House. 

The next amendment of the Senate, on which 

there was a disagreeing vote, was number sixty- 
ii seven. I will read the sectionas it went from the 
| House originally, and then read the amendment 
| as itis now agreed upon: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no existing pro- 
visions of law, prescribing the mannaerin which payment 
shall be made to Indians, shall be so construed as to repeal 


or contravene the seventeenth section of an act entitled 
“An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 


| payment ‘*in fall”? 


| 
ji 
1 
i 


i 
{ 
| 
| 
i 
| 
{ 
| 


1854. 
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tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” approved 


June 30, 1834. 

That section was preserving in its force what 
was known as the Indian intercourse act. The 
Senate added to it the following as an amendment: | 

“ Orto prohibit the payment of any claim or claims (other : 
than those of agents orattorneys for claims) for bona fide 
services rendered to any Indian tribe, in cases where ‘ihe 
President may adjudge such service necessary, and the 
claim or claims therefor just and reasonable.” 

The House disagreed to that amendmentof the | 
Senate, and the committee of conference have | 
agreed to a modification of it, so as to make it | 
read: | 

“Or to prohibit the payment of any claim or claims 
{other than those of agents or attorneys for claims) for bona | 
Jide services rendered within or upon any Indian territory, 


to the Indian tribes, for medical or manual services, or in 
cases of humanity.” 


The amendment is reported by the committee || 


of conference for the purpose of restricting that ; 
which they were apprehensive was an enlargement | 
of the principle which permitted the interference | 
of attorneys and agents with the business of In- | 
diansin the departments. Wehavethought proper : 


to restrict it to a certain class of claims, and for |) 


services performed within the Territories. 

1 will illustrate by oneexample. Thesmall-pox | 
broke out among, I believe, the Menomonee tribe | 
of Indians; and with a view to save the lives of | 
the Indians, and to counteract the spread of that : 
dreadful disease, they were necessarily compelled 
to have a physician, and to have the balance of the 
tribe vaccinated. And, under the existing law, 
that physician could obtain no compensation. 

The object of the amendment, as modified by 
the committee of conference, is to authorize the 
payment of such a claim as that, and at the same | 
time to prevent the inroads which these agents | 
are making ordinarily, on the funds of the In- | 


dians. 
The sixty-eighth Senate amendment, which was | 


amended by the House, was in reference to the |i 


Indiana jn California. 
follows: 


For defraying the expenses of continuing the removal | 
and subsistence of Indians iu California, three military res- 
ervations, in accordance with the plan submitted by the 
superintendent of Indian affairs of that State, and approved 
by the President. the sum of $200,000: Provided, ‘Phat no 
portion of this amount shall be paid over to the present su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs, until he shall account satis- 
factorily for the amount already drawn by him out of lor- 
mer appropriations. And tat, hereafter, no more than 
$20,000 shall be drawn by the said superintendent, or bein 
his hands unexpended at one and the same time: nd pro- 
vided, The sub-ageuts created by this act shall be appointed 
by the superintendent, subject to confirmation by the Sec 
retary of the Interior, not to exceed one for each reserv: 
tion, nor threein all, said reservations to contain uot le 


The amendment was as 


than five nor more than ten thousand acres; and the said | 


superintendent is authorized to apply, out of the sum 
hereby appropriated, not exceeding $25,000, in the extin- 
guishment of conflicting tides and rights to said reserved 


Jands at a price not exceeding $1 23 per acre, for a valid ! 
and indefeasible title to the land so purchased : And pro- | 
| 
i 
j 
i 


vided, The State of California shall cede the necessary 


jurisdiction in such cases with regard to the land so pur- | 


e 


chased. 


The House amended the same by striking out ; 


the words: 


That no portion of this amount shall be paid over tothe || 2 ie 
i] treaty of 1835, and supplemental t 
count satisfactorily for the amount already drawn by him || 


present superintendent of Indian affairs, until he shall ae 


out of former appropriations. ?? 


This restrictive provision, which was stricken 
out by the House, was intended to apply to Lieu- 
tenant Beale, who was then the superintendent of 
Indian affairs in California. Before, however, 
the House acted upon that amendment, Lieu- 
tenant Beale was removed, and another agent 
appointed in his place. The House, therefore, 
struck out that portion of the Senate amendment, 
which was intended to apply to Lieutenant Beale, 
leaving the other restrictions to remain upon the 
present superintendent of Indian affairs there. 


*he Senate concur in that amendment. i 
i 
j 


The next amendment of the Senate was the 
seventy-third, which provides that the superin- 
tendents of Indian affairs in the Territories of 
Washington and New Mexico—or rather the 
Governors of those Territories, for they are the 
superintendents of Indian affairs in their respect- 
ive Territories, shal] each be allowed a clerk, the 
former at a salary of $1,800, and the latter at a 
salary of $1,000 perannum. The House rejected 
the Senateamendment, and upon a conference, the 
Senate have receded from it. 

The seventy-fourth Senate amendment was as 
follows: 


| 
l 


! and overruled me. 


| the surplus tund, is hereby reappropriated. 


| may direct. 


Seo. 3. And be it further enacted, Thatthe Presidentbe |! 
authorized, by and with the advice and consent of ihe Sen- H 
ate, to appoint a superintendent of tudian affairs for the 4i 
Territory of Utah, who siali receive an annual salary of | 
$2,000, and whose duty it shall be to exercise a general i! 
superintendence over all the Indian tribes in Utah, and to i| 
exercise and perform all the powers aud duties assigned by 
law to other superintendents of indian affairs. 

This amendment was, as the House will re- 
member, discussed in the Committee ofthe Whole. 
I was at the time in favor of separating in that 
particular Territory the office of Governor from 
that of the superintendent of Indian affairs. The 
House, however, saw fit to agree with my friend 
from New York, and my friend from Tennessee, 
The Senate have receded from 
that amend ment, and the House concur in a section 
which authorizes the Secretary of the Interior, if 
he thinks the public interest demands it, to dis- | 
burse the appropriation made in this bill, through © 
the instrumentality of the Indian agents out there. 
{ will read the clause upon which we have agreed: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the In- 
terior be, aud he is hereby, authorized, if in his judgment 
the public interest will be promoted thereby, to ¢auseto be | 
disbursed such moneys as are appropriated in his act for 
the Utah Indians, either under treaty stipulations, or gen- 
eral incidental expenses, by the ludian agents in that S'er- 
ritory, as he thinks proper: Provided, Said agentshall in uo 
instance reecive any additional compensation therefor, 

The eightieth amendment was as follows: 

Sec. 9. And beit further enacted, That the President be 
and he is hereby, authorized, by and withthe assent of the 
Indian tribes, respectively, to be obtained in due form, to 
enter iuto treaties with the various Indian tribes, to redeem 
and exunguish the perpetual annuities, or the payment of 
interest perpetually upon sums of money required to be held 
in trusi, Or invested in stocks, by either paysug to said tribes 
the par value or equivalent of the said aunuities and per- 
petual interest, citber in whole or in annuities, for a term 
of years, as be, in his judgment, may deem most advanta- 
geous to the Indians, respectively. 

lt gives the President authority, after obtaining 
the consent of the Indian tribes, to make arrange- 
ments with them to buy in their perpetual annui- 
ties. ‘lhe Senate aiso have receded from that 
amendment. 

The eighty- first Senate amendment, which the 
House agreed to with an amendment, was the fol- 
lowing: 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That to enable the 
Secretary of the Foterior to settle and pay the claims on file | 
for reservations, and for rents and improvements, under the 
thirteenth and sixteenth articles of the Cherokee treaty of | 
29th of December, 1835, in pursuance of the stipulations 
of the third article of the treaty of August 8, 1846, the sum | 
heretotore appropriated for those purposes, and carried to 


The House amended it so as to make it read: 

That to enable the Secretary of the [nterior to sete and 
pay the awards of comm oners, on file for reservations, 
preémptions, and for rents and improvements, under the 
twelfth, thirteenth, and sixteenth articles of the Cherokee 
treaty of 29th of December, 1835, iu pursuance of the stip- 
ulations of the third article of the treaty of August 8, 1x48, 
the sum heretofore appropriated for those purposes, aud 
carried to the surplus fund, is hereby reappropriated, 

And the House agreed to itas amended. The 
Senate concar in the amendment of the House. 

The eighty-second Senate amendment, to which 
the House disagreed, is this: 


* Sec. Ih. And be il further enacted, That for the pay- 
ment of the balance of per copita due the Cherokee Indians 
residing in the States east of the Mississippi river, under the 
aty of May, 1838, ac- | 
cording to the stipnlation of the tenth article of the treaty 

of August 8, 1846, the sum of 892,625 J8: Provided, That | 
the same shall he reimbursed from the sums of money here ii 
after to be paid to the Western Cherokees, in such manner > 
and in such amounts as the President of the United States | 


The Senate have aiso receded from this amend- , 
ment, i 

The committee of conference on the part of 
the House have given up the tenth amendment, 
which proposes to give $5,000 to erect buildings | 
for Indian agents in Washington Territory, and 
that is all they have yielded, except a slight mod- 
ification of one or two other amendments. I 
think the result of the committee will recommend ;) 
itself to the good sense of the House, and 1 hope 
the report will be adopted. 

Mr. ORR, J have examined the report of the | 
committee of conference upon this bill, and I con- 
cur with the gentleman from Alabama that this 
House have obtained more than might have been | 
reasonably anticipated. I therefore move the pre- 
vious question upon the adoption of the report. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The report of the committee of conference was 
then adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS then resumed the floor. 


H 


| merely to refer the bill. 


bul. 


RELATIONS WITH SPAIN week 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Lask the gentleman from’ 
Missouri to yield me the floor, to enable me to ask 
the unanimous conSent of the House to introduce 


| abill merely for the purpose of reference.: Icis 
| a bill to grant to the President of. the United 


States $10,000,000 during the recess of. Congress 
to enable him to protect the tranquillity aod honor 
of the United States in our existing ‘difficuliies 
with Spain. ` ; E 
` Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I appeal to the gentle- 
man to withdraw his objection. My. object is 


Mr. JONES. I cannot. 
DESTRUCTION OF GREYTOWN. 


Mr. CHANDLER. lask the gentleman from 
Missouri to yield to me, to enable me to offer the 
following resolution: S 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
respectfully requested to furnish to the House of Represent- 
auves any official information which may have been re- 
ceived at the Departments, relative to the destruction of 
Greyiown, (or San Juan del Norte,) by Captain Holling, of 
the United States vessel Cyane; and also, that the Presi- 
dent be requested to furnish to the House copies of theii- 
structions given to Captain Hollins relative to the demand 


; for satisfaction which was made in the name of the United 


I demand the 


States upon the authorities of Greytown, (or San Juan del 
Norte,) before the bombatdinent and desiruction of that 
place. $ 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, 
regular Order of business, Y 

REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill of the Senate to regulate the pay and. 
increase the efficiency of the Army of the United 
States, and foy other purposes. ‘ 

Mr. PHEEPS, who was entitled to the floor, 
said: I shall decline to yield the floor further, Mr, 
Speaker. When I obtained the floor yesterday, 
I did not intend to have occupied the attention of 
the House but for a few moments upon this bill: 

‘There can be no doubt something ought to be 
done to promote the efficiency of the Army, Com- 
plaints are continually reaching us from the fron- 
tiers of the country that the present Army is 
wholly unable to protect our citizens there from 
the ravages and the encroachments of the Indians. 
lt was but a short time ago the greater part of a 
small detachment of soldiers belonging to the reg- 
ular Army were massacred by the Indians in New 
Mexico. The Indians of that country, emboid- 
ened by their success, and in consequence of the 
inadequacy of the military force in that Territory, 
are continually making incursions upon the settle 
ments in the valley of the Rio Grande; and wher- 
ever they make their appearance, the destruction 
of property and the massacre of the defenseless 
citizen marks their path. And hence any measure 
which will secure greater protection to the citizens 
upon. the frontier, will meet my approbation. 
Hence, there are portions of this bill which meet 
with my hearty approval, Butthereare portions 
which cannot receive my assent; and, if presented 
to me as a whole, I shall be compelled to vote 
against the bill, 
The provision for theaugmentation of the num- 


' ber of enlistments in the Army by the increase of 


pay, and holding out other inducements, such as 
promotion from the ranks of the regular Army 
and others, meets with my entire approbation. 
When the chairman of the Commitieeon Military 
Affairs [Mr. Fauixxer] proposed. this vill as an 
amendment to the Army appropriation bill, 1, at 
the time, expressed my willingness to vote so 
much as provided for the increase of the pay of 
the rank and file of the Army. [shou!d have been 
glad had that provision been ingrafted upon that 
lt has not, and the proposition is now be- 
fore us under the suspension of the rules. Iam 
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sickness, he is taken care of at the expense of the 
Government. 
the Government for a period .of five years, during 
which he is to serve the country atarate of wages 
stipulated at the time of his enlistment. He knows 
while he is in the service he will -be provided for 
in all exigencies as far as the Government and his 
sittiation can afford. We know. that when there 
was not the great disproportion between the 
wages of the soldier and that of men engaged in 
the industrial pursuits of life, there was no diffi- 
culty experienced in securing desired enlistment. 
The deficiency in the rank and file of the Army is 
more than four thousand. Four thousand recruits 


are wanted, but cannot be obtained for our Army | 


at the present pay; and the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia properly remarked, that unless something be 
done by way of remedy, you might as well close 
the recruiting offices. But I do object, Mr. 
Speaker, to this bill being carried through the 
House under the operation of the previous ques- 
tion, and without affording proper opportunity 
for its being made by amendment palatable to 
members generally. Í do object to its being car- 


ried through under the pretext of sympathy for | 


the rank and file. That is the point. 

The other day the gentleman from Virginia 
took occasion to refer to the course pursued by 
me in reference to the amendment to the Navy 
appropriation bill for increased pay to the Navy. 
The Committee of Ways and Means, and the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, did agree to make in- 


creased appropriation, in order that the seamen of | 


the Navy might receive higher wages than they 
now receive. But when the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Bococx] indicated his intention to 
bring forward his proposition for the reorganiza- 
tion of the-Navy as an amendme to the Navy 


appropriation bill, | made resistance, and success- į 


fully. What have we before us? Why, sir, we 
have under consideration a bill providing for the 
increase of the pay of all the officers in the Army, 
from the highest to the lowest. It also provides 
for increase of the pay of the rank and file, and 
romotion from the ranks. 
Besides, the last section provides, and I believe 


that it meets. with the approval of the Committee | 
on Military Affairs, that the widows and orphans | 


of soldiers dying in the service, instead of being 
pensioned asnow for five years, shall be pensioned 
on the Government during hfe. Ts this a wise 


provision? You do not find any difficalty now in | 


obtaining officers for the Army at the presentcom- 
pensation. Your Army list shows fifty-six brevet 
second lieutenants without any place in the regular 
line of the Army ag such toassign them for duty. 
They are attached to the several corps as super- 
numeraries, wailing for vacancies, to receive their 
commissions as second lieutenants. I havea docu- 
ment in my possession which shows the amount 
of compensation of every deseription received by 
officers of the Army during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th June, 1853. Jt isa part of the Army 
Register, but not published with it. I recollect 
when L first came to Congress that the Army 
Register contained not oniy the name of every 
officer of the Army, precisely as the Army Regis 
ter now does, but also the entire amount of com 


pensation of every description which each officer | 


received during the preceding fiscal year. 
The document to which I have referred shows 
that some of the field officers of the Army receive 


morethan $3,060 per annum for the services which | Jorg ; ah 
‘| which he now receives as his pay proper, to the 


they perform. ‘Chis sum includes their pay and 
emoluments. You have at this time in the Army 
one major generaland two brigadiergenerals. Last 
year you paid for the services of four major gen- 
erals and three brigadier generals. 


He has entered into a contract with # 


You have this | 


system of brevet rank and brevet pay by which it : 


becomes almost impossible to ascertain, from the j 


statement of pay, &c., as published in the Army : 


Register, the amount of compensation which these | 


officers receive. You have an Army regulation, 


if an officer is assigned to the command of a mil- ; 
itary department or post, he shall be entitled to | 
double rations during the time he is in command | 
You have: 
provided. by law that an officer who has served in | 
the Army of the United States shall be entitled to: 


of such military departiment or post. 


an additional vation for each five years’ of service. 
This is what is termed service or longevity rations 


Almost every one of these military departments | 


is under the command of a field officer; and in the 
event such officers have had leave of absence, then 


G 


| tothe general-in-chief of the Army of the Uni- 


the senior captain is charged with the command. | 
The officer having command of that department | 
is, in many instances, entitled to pay according to | 
brevet rank, and is also entitled to additional ra- 
tions for commanding the department, besides the | 
regular service rations which are given him. | 

Mr. PECKHAM. I wish to ask the gentle- | 
man from Missouri this question: Is it not the: 
fact that brevet officers do not receive the pay of | 
the rank to which they are breveted, unless they | 
are performing the duty of such grade? ! 

Mr. PHELPS. I answer the question of the! 
gentleman from New York with pleasure. They | 
do not. They receive pay in this way: For in- | 
stance, a first, lieutenant of the Army, if he be in} 
command of a company, is entitled to the pay of 
a captain, if he holds that brevet rank; and if he 
shall have the command of a military post, he 
would receive emoluments accordingly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask a question 
of my friend from Missouri, who seems to have 
givena deal of attention to this subject. Fask him |) 
whether it ig not true, in reference to breveted | 
officers of the Army, that aimost all officers who | 
hold brevet rank higher than their regular commis- | 
sion in the line, are assigned the command of | 
military posts and positions, and receive the pay | 
which correspond with their brevet appointments? | 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Alabama | 
[Mr. Houston] inquires of me whether many of | 
the officers who hold brevet rank, are not receiv- | 
ing the pay of their brevet commission. Such I| 
understand to be the fact. Examine your Army | 
Register, and you will find, in most instances, 
that there are brevet officers, whose names are 
given, commanding at certain miliary posts and | 
stations throughoutthe country. For instance, in | 
the department of the East, out of some eight or | 
ten military posts mentioned, you will find that | 
more than one half, nearly two thirds, of these 
posts are commanded by officers holding brevet | 
commissions. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly; and drawing bre- 
vet pay. 

Mr. PHELPS. Yes, they draw brevet pay 
during the time they hold such command; and they 
also receive the emoluments of that brevet rank. | 
They draw, as I before remarked, the additional | 
rations belonging to their brevet rank, in addition | 
to their regular rations, during the time they have i 
commanded, corresponding to their brevet rank. 
And, in addition to that, they are allowed iongev- | 
ity rations for every five years of their service, 
commencing from the day on which they entered | 
the service. i 

Under the regulations of the service the Army | 
is now divided into three divisions—the eastern, | 
the western, and the Pacific. lt is subdivided into | 
eleven military departments. You have at this time | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
I 


i 
| 
i 


some seventy-eight posts garrisoned by troops, or 
at which officers are stationed, Perhaps in enter- 
ing upon these details | may make some mistakes. | 
I may have been led into some errors perhaps | 


from the hasty manner in which t have examined || 


the subject. Bat, in the statement which 1 make | 
in relation to the number of military posts, | am | 
nearly correct, sufficiently correct for all practical | 
purposes. Now, it is proposed by the Committee | 
on Military Affairs, in the bill now under consid- 
eration, and which has received the sanction of 
the Senate, that we shall increase the pay of the - 
major general of the Army from $200 per month, ; 


sum of $265 per month. : 
I do not, in speaking of this matter, in referring . 


ted States, do so from any want of respect for 
that gentleman, for he has my highest respect as : 
a military man. But it becomes necessary to fix | 
the pay of the officers of the Army, without re- 
spect to the individuals who hold those positions. | 
The general-in-chief commanding the Army of : 
the United States received during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1853, for annual pay, 
rations, forage, and allowances for servants, | 
$5,626; and for fuel, quarters, and transportation 
of baggage, an additional amount sufficient to 
make the whole amount of pay $6,809. 

Your brigadier generals in the Army of the 
United States, received during that period of time, 
for pay, rations, allowance for servants, forage, | 
and allowance for fuel, quarters, &c., one of them | 


upwards of $7,000, and the other upwards of! 


i 
i 
| 
| 
| 


$8,000. Both are major generals by brevet, and 
both received the pay of a major general. 

Mr. FAULKNER, | desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Missouri if the sum of $1,218 40, 
embraced in that statement, does not include the 
mileage for twelve thousand miles traveled by 
General Twiggs? 

Mr. PHELPS. WNo,sir. The traveling allow- 
ance is a separate allowance. You will find in 
the Army appropriation bill some $120,000 for 
defraying the mileage of officers when traveling 
under orders, and without troops, and for transpor- 
tation of their baggage. The report from which I 
read includes, in one column, the pay proper; in 
another, pay for rations; in another, pay for al- 
lowances for servants, forage, fuel, quarters, and 
transportation of baggage, &c. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I tell the gentleman that 
the item of $1,128 40, set down for the transpor- 
tation of baggage, was for mileage. It is the 
mode of stating the agcount. 

Mr. PECKHAM® Can the change be for any- 
thing else? : 

Mr. PHELPS. One ata time, if you please. 
The $1,200, to- which the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia alludes, is the amount for the transportation 
of baggage allowed to General. Twiggs, and not 
to General Wool. Wiil the gentleman inform 
me where General Twiggs traveled twelve thou- 
sand miles during that year? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I am not prepared to 
inform the gentleman where General Twiggs trav- 
eled, in that fiscal year, but I am officially in- 
formed by the War Department that the heading, 
of transportation of baggage, embraces the ex- 
penditures for mileage. 

Mr. PHELPS. If he traveled twelve thousand 
miles in the fiscal year ending June 30), 1853, some 
member of this House should-know where it was. 
Now, is it to be said that General Twiggs was 
paid for the travel of twelve thousand miles during 
that time, and no member of this Flouse know 
where he was engaged in traveling? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would say to the 
| gentleman from Missouri, that he is a member of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and he cer- 
tainly ought to know the fact; and if he does not 
know, he cannot expect other gentlemen to know, 
or cast any imputation upon my colleague. 

Mr. PHELPS. My understanding differs from 
your colleague’s understanding. l understand 
this item to be for the transportation of baggage. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Where? 

Mr. PHELPS. From post to post. It also 
embraces traveling allowance. Hewever, this 
matter is immaterial. The amount of money 
allowed to officers for traveling, depends upon 
the amount of travel they may perform without 
troops, under the order of the Secretary of War, 
or under the orders of the commanding officer. 

I only wanted to call the attention of the House 
to the allowafices to these officers for pay, rations, 
forage, and servants, and I spoke of the other 
matters only incidentally. Here, then, you find 
that each brigadier general receives $5,626, the 
same amount as is paid to General Scott, showing 
that during that time they received pay according 
to their brevet rank. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Missouri a question, for I sup- 
pose a large number of members believe with me, 
that the expenses of the Army as well as of the 
Navy, ought to be cut down. I myself, believe, 


| that in the present reduced condition of the Army, 
| the expenses should be cut down ove half. I 


wish to ask the gentleman from Missouri if he 
vill not bring forward some measure to accom- 
plish that object. I would codperate with him 
heartily in such a measure. But, sir, the regular 
Army appropriation bill has passed; and unless 
some special measure is brought forward, there 
will be no opportunity of accomplishing any re- 
form in this quarter. I would go with him in 
abolishing all pay for brevet rank. | think it is 
unfair that a brigadier general should, by brevet, 
receive the pay of major general. Indeed, I am 
opposed to the brevet rank altogether. Tt is a 
delusion, and ought to be abolished. I would pay 
the officers of the Army well and liberally, when 
performing their duty, but I would abolish all 
brevet rank, and would increase the pay of the 
rank and file. i . 
Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Ohio, 
misunderstands me, if he supposes that I alluded 
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to these gentlemen in any derogation of their char- 
acter. No, sir, I make no reflections upon those 
military gentlemen. I have been called upon to 
refer to tneir names, and have presented them. 
But, sir, I do not believe they have received any 
pay to which they are not entitled under the exist- 
ing laws. l make no charges upon any of the 
officers of the Army. I believe they are incapable 
of taking any. pay to which they are not entitled. 
Their pay is allowed by the accounting officers of 
the Government, 

Mr. TAYLOR. Then, why does not the gen- 
tleman propose some remedy? Why doesnot he 
introduce a measure abolishing all pay for brevet 
rank. 

Mr. PHELPS. I concur fully with the gen- 
tleman in the opinion that pay for brevet rank 
shouid be abolished, and I am also in favor of 
abolishing all command in consequence of brevet 
title. 

Sir, this brevet rank was originally conferred 
merely as an honorary distinction, and not with 
the intention of conferring any additional com- 
mand, or of giving any additional pay. Now, as 
to the question of the gentleman from Ohio, why 
I do not bring forward some measure proposing a 
reform in the expenditures of the Army, and re- 
forming the abuses that are existing, | have to say 
that I happen to belong to that much abused 
Committee of Ways and Means. Charges have 
been made, ever since Í have been a member of 
the House of Representatives, that the Committee 
of Ways and Means are seeking to monopolize all 
the business of the House, and to deprive other 
committees of the business which legitimately be- 
longs to them; and if I,as a member of that com- 
mittee, had come forward with a proposition for 
the reform of the Army, and another proposition 
for the reform of the Navy, and another for re- 
organizing the various departments of the Gov- 
ernment, it would have been said at once that the 
matter emanated from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and the committee would then be 
justly liable to the charge of endeavoring to ab- 
sorb all the business of the House. The rules of 
the House intrust this subject te another com- | 
mittee, who are supposed to be more familiar with 
the Army laws and the Army regulations than the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, which is simply 
the finance committee of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. While the gentleman from 
Missouri is upon the subject of reform in the 
Army, and especially upon the subject of brevet 
pay, I ask him to allow me to say that those sub- 
jects belong peculiarly to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. Sir, ata very early period of the 
session, the House, upon my motion, unanimously 
adopted a resolution instructing the Committee on 
Military Affairs to inquire into the expediency of 
so modifying the existing laws with reference to 
the Army officers, that members of the House 
could tell what pay they did receive—to so modify 
them, that ofiicers of the Army shouid receive | 
monthly pay, service rations in kind, and noth- | 
ing else. And, sir, I had hoped that resolution 
would have brought about some of these great 
reforms; but there is nothing said about it. There 
is no report from the committee on the subject. | 

Let me give notice just here, that before the bill 
is finished I intend to offer an amendment, if I get 
the opportunity, providing that brevet rank shall 
not carry pay under any circumstances. 

Mr. FAULKNER. With the permission of 
the gentleman from Missouri, I shall make a brief 
reply to what fell from the gentleman from Ala- | 
bama. {Į have never seen the resolution to which |; 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means refers. He may remember that three or 
four weeks ago I called on him for the purpose of 
inquiring whether some such resolution had not 
been offered by him. He answered me in the af- 
firmative; but I have never seen the resolution. | 

Now I understand, from a conversation with | 
the Secretary of War, that while great abuses 
have existed in this matter of brevet pay under 
one construction of the law, his construction of 
the law is different, and that it is his purpose to 
have those abuses reformed. It was a casual con- | 
versation with the Secretary. Imay be mistaken, 
but such was the impression left on my mind. 

As to the other point of inquiry to which the 
gentleman alluded, it is one which goes to a radi- 
cal reform of the whole system of pay of the 
Army, and which has been in operation since-the 
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j or dragoons. 


| subject with as much care as my friend from Vir 
I have no disposition to make any state- į 


foundation of the Government. {did not feel pre- 
pared to go into the reform, of substituting fixed 
salaries for pay and rations. J did, after my con- 
versation with the gentleman from Alabama, ad- 
dress a communication to the War Department on 
the subject. I found that it was a reform involv- 
ing so much of detail and examination that it was 
impossible to go into it during the present session 
of Congress. But I will say, in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, that the pay of an officer 
of the Army, so far as his rations are concerned, 
is as easily ascertained, and as susceptible of 
exact results, as if the whole amount was payable 
by law in money. Any gentleman, by taking the 
Army Register, can at once see what is the pay 
of any officer in the Army, except those contin- 
gencies depending on special service, which form 
no part of the regular pay. ‘There is no conceal- 
ment; no disguise about it. The present system 
has its advantages, and it may have some evils 
attached to it; but it is all set forth in the Army 
Register, except those contingent rations, which, 
depending upon special service, cannot be esti- 
mated in advance of the employment and service. 

Mr. PHELPS. In regard to the statements of 
the Army Register, I hold an opinion different 
from that entertained by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. {declare it as my opinion, that any gentle- 
man making computation of the entire pay of 
any field officer in the Army of the United States, 
will find the result falls short nearly $1,000 of 
the pay actually received. Let us take for illas- 
tration the pay of a colonel of mounted rifle men | 
His pay proper, rations, and com- j 
mutations for servants and forage, amount to 
$183 the month, or $2,196 the year, as stated 
inthe Army Register. Now, I tell this House 
as matter of fact, that there is not a colonel of 
the Army who, for the fiscal year of 1853, did 
not receive $3,000, or near that amount. One of 
the colonels of dragoons received $3,295 for the 
fiscal year ending on the 30th June, 1853; the 
other, for eleven months in the same year, re- 
ceived $2,766. 

In the Army Register you will find the monthly 
pay of a colonel of infantry set down at $166 the 
month, amounting to $1,992 per annum. _ By ex- 
amination, you will find that longevity rations and 
rations for commanding posts are not embraced 
at all. ‘Lurn to the colonel of the third regiment 
of infantry, to whom nothing was allowed for 
fuel, quarters, transportation of baggage, &c., and 
you find that for the year to which I have referred 
he received $2,615. Hewason leave. If he had 
been commanding a military department or post, 
he would have received double his regular rations. 
I speak in round numbers, but his pay is some- 
thing Jess than ¢2,600. In this connection 1 will 
refer to another instance, that of a colonel who is 
not on duty, the colonel of the fourth regiment of 
infantry, who, I believe, has not been on duty for 
six or eight years. 
$2,733 60, while his pay, as put down in the 
Army Register, would only amount to $1,992. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Wherever it appears from 
the document to which the gentleman from Mis- 
souri has called the attention cf Congress, that 
the pay of an officer is greater than appears in the 
Army Register, it results from acts of contingent 
service, of which it is impossible to make an es- 
timatein advance. Such, for example, his post 
rations, his transportation of baggage, mileage, 
&c. I say in every instance where, by that docu- 
ment, it appears that the pay of an Army officer 
is greater than appears in the Army Register, it 
results from such contingent services or expendi 
tures—services and expenditures cast upon him by 


the Government, and which we do not regard as | 


a part of his regular duties. ! will remark, more- 


| over, if the gentleman will examine the document, 


he will see that many of these allowances belong 

to a different fiscal year, thus swelling the aggre- 

gate by portions of pay due for former years. 
Mr. PHELPS. [think f have examined this 


ginia. 


ments except such as Í believe to betrue. I have 


mentioned but one instance where an amount on | 
account of a preceding year was embraced, and }: 


thata small sum. I regard the bill now under ; 
consideration as a bill intended more particularly | 
for the increase of the pay of officers of the Army | 
than for the increase of the pay of the rank and | 
file. You find many officers of the Army de-i 


i 


His pay for the year was || 


claring that their compensation’ is too small. I 
recollect that a friend of mine, a member of this 
House, remarked to me, not long since, when he 
returned from a little journey, which he had faken 
for bis health, that wherever he went he found:the 
hotels filled with officers of the Army and Navy, 
who were traveling about on leave of absence, and 
drawing their pay in the mean time. alee 

Mr. HENN. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Missouri this question: Whether there is 
actually any deficiency in the number of officers of 
the Army? ; 

Mr. PHELPS. I have already stated to the 
House that there is no deficiency in the number of 
officers; but that, on the contrary, there is a large 
supernumerary list. Here is the Army Register, 
published last winter, and I find by it that there 
were at that time fifty-six officers, graduates of 
West Point, attached to the Army with the brevet 
of second lieutenants, waiting for vacancies to occur 
in the list of second lieutenants, in order to be com- 
missioned as second lieutenants. We may now 
add to that number of fifty-six the number of 
those comprised in the class which has just grad- 
uated this summer, amounting, [ suppose, to some 
fifty. This shows, if no vacancies have occurred 
since the publication of the last Army Register, 
and if the number of graduates at West Point this 
summer amounts to fifty, as I suppose it does, 
| that we have at this time one hundred and six 
supernumerary officers attached to the Army of the 
United States, with the commission of brevet sec- 
ond lieutenant. 

But if there is no deficiency in the officers, there 
is a deficiency in the men. I know that since we 
| have been here, we have heard gentleman say: 
“We must increase the Army; we must have 
| another regiment formed.” But there is no neces- 
| sity for that. I cannot conceive that there is any 
necessity for it, It has been my policy to fill up 
the ranks of the Army. You have a sufficient 
number of officers now. But you want the men. 
You want the men who shoulder the musket, and 
who mount the horse to pursue the Indians who 
attack our frontier settlements. It is not, I repeat, 
the officers that you want. They are there; but 
they are rendered inefficient because they have not 
men fitted for the service, owing to the smallness 
of the compensation allowed them. You find that 
| many of the men who are enlisted as dragoons, 
i when they are brought into service, sit the saddle 
| in the most awkward manner, and are hardly 
| fitted for the service in which they are engaged. 
But, sir, I am aware this bill is to be followed 
| by another, if this one is successful. And I pre- 
sume it is right for me, in this connection, to refer 
i to that. The bill I allude to is a bill providing 
| for a retired list for the Army. We have before 
us at this time two bills relating to the Army. 
i One is “ to regulate the pay and increase the effi- 
' ciency of the Army of the United States and for 
other purposes,” which means ‘to increase the 
; pay of the officers, and make a slight addition to 
i that of the men.” The pay of the men is to be 
increased by it from seven dollars per month to ten 
dollars; but the pay of the officers is to be increased 
much more. The other bill which we have before 
us, and which is to be the sequence of the one now 
under consideration, is a bill to promote the effi- 
| ciency of. the Army by retiring disabled officers, 
| And you propose to pay to the disabled officers so 
i retired the higher pay provided for in the bill 
which is now under consideration. Thus, then, 
if, after having passed this bill, you would place a 
| colonel of the Army of the United States on the 
‘retired list, you would order him a pension of 
€1,620 per year. If the bill now under consider- 
ation should pass as it is now in print, and if 
you provide for a retired list of officers, then, I 
| repeat, a colonel who would be put on the retired 
‘jist, would receive a pension of $1,620 per year. 
; Again, if amajor of the Army is placed on the 
retired list, his pension would be $1,140. A 
lieutenant colonel would receive $1,380; a captain 
of cavalry would receive $1,020; a captain of ar- 
tillery and infantry would receive $900. 

Go into the States and see the salaries that are 
paid to your best officers. See the salaries ‘that 
are paid to your Governors or judges, who are 
| called upon to decide those intricate questions in- 
i volving not only the property and the reputation 
; of your citizens, but even their lfe and liberty. 
; You will find very many States of the Union 
| where the laws are as properly administered as in 
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any-other, and where the judges of the circuitand | 
supreme courts are not receiving as much pay as 
it is proposed to give to some of these officers who 
are to be retired from the Army. 

Mr. HUNT. ‘That billis not now before the | 
House. 

Mr. PHELPS. I know itis not. I am advert- 
ing to itthough. Again, as if these pensions were 
not sufficiently large for retired. officers, it is pro- 
posed that, with their. pay proper, they shall re- 
ceive their service rations; that is, one ration per 
day for every five years they may have been in 
the service of the United States. Now, an officer 
may bein the Army for twenty years before he 


1 
į 


may be promoted to the office of major, and. per- | 
haps twenty-five before he reaches the rank of 
lieutenant colonel or colonel and perhaps longer. | 


But suppose it is only twenty-five years when he 
reaches the rank of colonel, and being incapaci- 
tated for service, you then retire him. His pay 
proper and his service rations would amount to 


about $2,000; and this you propose shall be his į 


ension, lask if such a measure as this is calcu- | 


ated to produce a reform in the Army of the United | 
States? Is the House ready for such action? If |: 


the Elouse is ready to adopt an amendment of this || 
kind, be prepared in five years from this time to |i 
retire your officers employed in the civil service, 
and retire them upon a pension adequate to their 
support and the maintenance of their families. | 
Such a system of pensions cannot meet with my 
approval. If you wish to promote efficiency in 
the Army and Navy, provide that from this ume 
forward every person who enters the Army or 
Navy shall, at forty-five years, leave the service, 


unless the President of the United States, by and || 


with the advice and consent of the Senate, think | 
proper, on account of the ability of an officer, or 
of his distinguished services, to continue him in 
his present rank, or prumote him. You will then 
have efficient officers, You now have field-offi- 
cers inthe Army who are unable to mount the 
horses upon which they are required to perform | 
their duty. f 

l have made these remarks with the view of 
calling the attention of the House to this matter. 
I did not intend to detain the House so long when į; 
I rose to address it. 

Mr. ORR. There are two or three sections in 
the bili reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, which | think should be adopted by the 
House at the present session. There are other 
sections of the bill which I do not think can be 
matured now; and there are still other sections 
which should be stricken from the bill. 

That portion of the bill which proposes to in- 
crease the compensation of the non-commissioned | 
officers and privates of the Army of the United 
Stites ought to be passed, and we have this evi- 


i 
| 


dence of it, that the recruiting service shows that | tion of the gentleman is acceded to, I ask that the 


there is now a deficiency of about four thousand 
men inthe Army. But wedo not find that the 
sume difficulty exists in the ranks of the officers 
Jt may be that it is necessary that the compensa- | 
tion of the officers should be increased, aud I am |: 
inclined to the opinion that the compensation of |) 
the officers of the lower grades should be in- |! 
creased, We cannot do that this session; but in 

reference to the common soldiers, and the non- 
commissioned officers, we can act; and we should |! 
do it, for une purpose of filling up the deficiency |: 


a 


| 
i 
ji 


which now exists in the Army. That is one part |. 


of the bill which ought to be passed at the present 
session, 

The sixth section of the bill has attracted my 
attention, and 1 am strongly and decidedly in 
favor of it, I think something of the sort ought 
to have been adopted a long time ago. Ít is are- 
markable fact, that in this country there is not an 
employment or occupation.a man can embark in, 


but by good conduct and meritorious services :: 


he may expect to be promoted, unless he enters 


the Army of the United States; but that, to him, |: 


is a sealed book, so far as hopes of promotion are 
concerned, The,sixth section provides that if a 
soldier distinguishes himself, humble though he 
may be, the President of the United States shall 
have power to give him a rank and commission 


in the regular Army. That section will do more | 


for the recruiting service than an increase of the 
compensation of the soldier to fifteen or twenty 


| desires to be heard will have the opportunity. 
‘ask the consent of the House to submit that prop- 


i them an. appointment there, will be induced. to | 


enlist in the Army, looking forward to the time 
when they will be promoted. l 
rank and file, and for that reason [ look upon this 
section as the most material—as the very essence 
of the bill itself. Lf you adoptit, I think you will 
hereafter have no difficulty in filling up any defi- 
ciency that may occur in your Army’ when the 
young men of the country come to understand it. 

But the particular purpose for which I rose was 
not to discuss elaborately the merits of the bill. 
: In my opinion it would require a very long time 
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i for the purpose of making this proposition to. the 
House: I think that something should be done 
to increase the efficiency of the Army. 
anxious to perfect the bill properly, and it is evi- 
! dent that it cannot be done while the general de- 
bate is going on. I suppose there are quite a 
number of gentlemen who still desire to speak. I 
know there are a good many men here who could 
speak well upon the subject. But the only way 
by which the general debate can be stopped in 
the House is by the previous question; and when 


ments are cut off, except those pending, and only 
two can be pending or received; and you cannot, 
therefore, perfect the bill as you could in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. You must take the bill as it 


comes from the committee who reported it, with, | 
iat most, only one or two amendments, or reject 


it. 

Now, sir, for the purpose of enabling the House 
to perfect the bill; for the purpose of enabling them 
to strike out such features as they may think ob- 
noxious, and to insert such others as they may 
think desirable; for the purpose of giving the op- 
‘portunity of considering the bill fairly, | propose 
‘that the House shall, by unanimous consent, sus- 
pend the hour debate, and that we shall retain the 
: five-minute debate, and allow amendments to be 
offered the same as if we were in Committee of 
the Whole. By that arrangement we shall be 
able to perfect the bill, and every gentleman who 


osition, and f hope there will be no objection. 

Mr JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the gentleman that a better plan would be to 
refer-the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and that the House resolve 
ifself into committee for the purpose of consider- 
ing it. 

Mr. HUNT. 
if the proposition of the gentleman from South 
Carolina be acceded to, the acting chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs will still have 
i the right to his hour for closing the debate? He 
| has that right now, L believe; and if the proposi 


‘right of the gentleman from Virginia to close de- 


: bate shall be reserved. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 


that rule be suspended along with the others. 
Mr. WALSH. If this proposition is agreed 


‘to, will the House be restricted to five-minute de- 
| bate? 


Mr. ORR. So faras this particular bill is con- 
cerned. 
Mr. WALSH. Then I object. 


Ir will fill up the | 


to perfect it in all its features. °l rise, therefore, | 


Tam very j 


the previous question is sustained, all amend- | 


L 


I desire to understand whether, | 


ginia will still have the right to close debate, unless | 
r t 


osition, if it be understood that the gentleman is 
not to move to close debate. ` i 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Fs not the motion of refer- 
ence debatable? 

The SPEAKER. H is; but the gentlemam 
from South Carolina is still upon the floor. 

Mr. ORR. Fam still cecupying the floor, to 
know whether unanimous consent is granted to 
my proposition. 

The SPEAKER. Ts there objection to the 
proposition of the gentleman from South Caro- 
Jina? 

Mr. WALSH. Eshall not object, if it be un- 
derstood that the gentleman is not to move that 
debate be closed. 

Mr. ORR. It is due te the gentieman from 
| New York that E should say that if the House 
agree to my proposition, J shall move to close 

debate. 
i Mr. WALSH. In what time? 
Mr. ORR. In five, ten or twenty minutes, so 
| that we may dispose of the bill to-day. 
The SPEAKER. ‘Fhe Chair again asks 
| whether there is objection to the proposition of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, that the bill 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and be made the special order 
of the day for this day? 

Mr. WALSH.. | object, provided the gentle- 
man is going to close debate. 

Mr. PHELPS. This morning, in the hurry of 
debute, | inadvertantly made a mistake in regard 
| to the subject of transportation of baggage and 
mileage. The item of $120,000 in the Army ap- 
| propriation bill, passed at this session of Congress, 
| was for mileage, as well as transportation of bag- 

age. 
e Mr. ORR. l move that this bill be referred to 
the Comniittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and made the special order of the day for 
this day; and on that motion I demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Can the gentleman: 
submit three distinct motions at once? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that the gentlemen cannot now submit his motion 
to make the bill a special order. 

Mr. ORR. All the House need do would be 
to ask for a division of the question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.’ If the gentleman 
will move that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| call the previous question, and tet it be referred, 
he can then ask the unanimous consent to make 
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and at the same time desire that the Flouse shall 
understand it is submited in good faith, in order 
to have the bill considered. J desire to couple the 
motions, so that the House, after reference, can- 
not refuse to make it a special order. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is objected 
to, and the Chair will inform the gentleman that 
he cannot have the bill made a special order with- 
out a suspension of the rules. 

Mr.ORR. What wiil preclude me from making 
l: the motion? 


f Mr. ORR. Well, Mr. Speaker, will it bein || The SPEAKER. {fthe gentleman will inform 
| order for me to move to refer this bill to the Com- | the Chair what rule will allow him to do it, then 
|| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | he may discuss the question. ‘The Chair knows 
| coupled with a motion that it be made the special |! of no such rule. 
Mr.ORR. If there be any rule precluding me, 

I shall move a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. WALSH. To save time, I will withdraw 
my objection. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I renew the objection, 

Mr. ORR. Then I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. If that motion be agreed to, I give 
notice that I shall then move that the bill be made 
the special order of the day for this day. I call 
; for the previous question on the motion of refer- 
ence. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken. upon Mr, Onr’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. ` 

Mr. ORR. I now move that the bill be made 


;i order for this day and with the further motion that ii 
|i the general debate shall be closed in five minutes |! 
i! after the committee shall take up the bill for con- ij 
ii sideration? i 
| Mr. LETCHER, That is not in order. 
TheSPEAKER. The propositions of the gen- 
: Ueman will be in order if moved one at a time. 

: Mr. LETCHER, So I suppose, but notas an 
omnibus. 
i The SPEAKER. Is the proposition which has 
ii just been made by the gentleman from South Car- 
|; olina agreed to? 

i Mr. WALSH. No, sir; I object. 

; TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman has changed 
! his proposition. Efe now moves that the bill be: 
‘referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


disappointed in getting to West Point, who have | the day for this day. 


i 
i 
i! 
dollars a month. Young men who have been | state of the Union, and made the special order of | 
ph 
not had the political influence necessary to get || i 


the special order for this day; and upon that mo- 


Mr. WALSH. ‘I do not object tu that prop- l! tion Í demand the previous question. 
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Mr. McMU@LLIN. I object. : 

Mr. ORR. I move to suspend the rules for 
that purpose. 

The question was taken; and two thirds voting 
favor thereof, the rules were suspended. 

Mr. ORR. I now submit the motion that the 
l be made the special order for to-day. 

Fhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. { move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itselfinto the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I should have no objection 
to the course of the gentleman from South Caro- 
dina 


The SPEAKER. The motion now pending is to 


in 


bil 


‘ 


‘Suspend the rules for the purpose of going into the | 
‘Coramittee of the Whole on thestate ofthe Union, | 


and thé gentleman from Virginia would not be in 
order except by unanimous consent. 
Mr. ORR. f withdraw temporarily the motion 
I made for the purpose of making this statement. 
The SPEAKER. There is nothing before the 
‘body that is debatable. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to reconsider H 
the vote by which the bil! was:referred to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; | 


which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. I withdraw my motion that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole, and propose the usual resolution to close 
debate upon this bill in twenty minutes after the 
committee shall proceed to consider it. 

The SPEAKER. During the last Congress 
the Chair entertained a motion of that kind. A 
gentleman from North Carolina objected to it as 


out of order. The Chair overruled the objection, i 
and the gentleman from North Carolina took an | 


appeal, for the single reason that the subject-mat- 
ter upon which it was proposed to close debate 
had not been considered at all. The Chair again 
‘decides that it is in order to make the motion. 
Mr. ORR. Well, I submit the resolution. 


The question was taken, and the resolution | 


was agreed to. 


Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by | 
which his resolution was adopted, and also moved | 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which | 


datter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR, 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union, (Mr. Miuison, in the chair,) and pro- | 
ceeded to consider the special order, being Senate | 
bill (No. 119) ‘to regulate the pay and increase | 


the efficiency of the Army of the United States, 
and for other purposes.” 

Mr. LETCHER., Ido not propose, at this late 
period of the session, to occupy the time of the 
House with anything like a speech on this bill. I 
rise merely to present afew practical considerations 


in the shape of facts and figures, for the purpose | 


of showing the operations of this bill, so far as the 
compensation of the officer is concerned, 

It is known that every branch of the Govern- 
ment, civil, military, and others, are setting up 


now for an increase of compensation; and the very | 


moment you undertake to increase the pay of one 
class of public servants, you find another class 
devising plans for an increase of their compensation. 
Now, I happen to have in this connection a state- 
ment showing the increase of compensation under 
this bill to the various officers therein enumerated. 


Ít has been made out by those who are interested in | 


carrying out the recommendation of the Secretary 


of the Treasury to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means for the increase of the pay of the Comp- : 
trollers, the Auditors, and almost everybody else ; 


employed at the other end of the avenue. 
I learn from this statement that in the quarter- 


master general’s office, the brigadier general re- ' 


ceives now inthe way of pay, rations, forage, ser- 


vants, clothing for same, fuel, quarters, per diem, i 
medicines for himself and family, and mileage : 


when traveling on duty, the sum of $4,413 94. By 
the bill now under consideration, if it be passed, 
that officer will receive $5,145 94. The first lieut- 


enant colonel, oue of his assistants, receives now | 


$2.978 20; and if this bill should be passed, he 
will receive $3,458 20 per annum. The first brevet 


I now move that the rules be sus- | 


major, another of his assistants, now recéives 
|| $1,810 16. It will be by this bill increased to 
|| $2,230 16. The captain now receives $1,977 05, 
ij and by this bill it will be increased to $2,397 05. 
i The chief colonel in the adjutant general’s office 
now receives $3,873 09, and under this bill it will 
be increased to $4,413 09. The major, who is 
the judge advocate, now receives $2,519 57, and 
his pay will be by this bill increased to $2,939 57. 
The brevet major now receives $2,894 18, and by 
this bill his pay will be increased to $3,314 18. 

In the Commissary General’s office the chief 
colonel gets $3,421 04, and that will be raised to 
$3,961 04. The assistant captain, in the same 
office, now receives $1,946 40, and that will be 
raised to $2,366 40. 

In the Ordnance office the chief colonel now 
receives $3,547 89, and that will be raised to 
$4,087 89. Fhe assistant captain in the same 
office now receives $2,640 53, and that will be 
raised to $3,060 53. 

In the Paymaster General’s office the chief 
colonel now receives $3,779 93, and that will be 
increased to $4,319 93. The pay of assistant lieu- 
tenant colonel, in the same office, is now $3,012 04, 
and that will be increased to $3,492 04. 

In the Surgeon General’s office the salary of the 
| chief—rank of colonel—is now $3,787 13, and that 
will be raised by this bill to $4,437 13. One assist- 
ant, rank of major, receives now $2,845 03, and 
it will raised to $3,265 03 One assistant, rank of 
captain, now receives $2,002 05, and that will be 
raised to $2,622 05. Another of the same rank, 
now receives $1,736 29, and that will be raised to 
$2,156 29. 

Inthe Engineer’s office the chief colonel now 
receives $3,592 04, and that will be raised to 
$4,132 04. One assistant, rauk of lieutenant, now 
receives $1,366 02, and that will be raised to 
$1,746 02. 

In the Topographical Engineer’s office the chief, 
rank of colonel, now receives $3,462 24, and that 
will be raised to $4,002 24. Oue assistant captain 
now receives $1,911 24, and that will be raised to 
| $2,331 24. 

Now, sir, as l said before, this list was made 
out, not for the purpose of showing the operation 
of this bill—not to be used in debate here—but 
| made out for the purpose of showing that there 
are certain comptroilers, chief clerks, auditors, 
treasurer, commissioner of customs, solicitor, and 
register, up at the other end of the avenue, who are 
on thelookout for increased compensation, having 
ascertained that Congress commenced this session 
by appropriating pretty largely in that way, and 
that the Secretary of the Treasury had recom- 
mended it. It has resulted in this Army bill; and 
this statement was made.out for the purpose of 
showing that the salaries of these gentlemen, in 
civil pursuits here, ought to be increased as weil 
| as those of the Army officers. 

Now, sir, it seems to me there ought to be some 
stopping point. When the pay of the clerks was 
increased, in the early part of the session, we were 
told that it was a case sui generis—that nothing 
of the sort would be likely to happen again; and 
i| that there would be no necessity of increasing the 
pay of those who now receive more. But no sooner 
1s that done, than we find a proposition to increase 
the pay of the Army, and that is followed by a 
proposition to increase the pay of those who re- 
ceive now three or four thousand dollars a year. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Will the gentleman in- 
form me from what document he read those state- 
ments? 

Mr. LETCHER. From a paper prepared by 
a civil officer at the other end of the avenue, which 
was intended to show that when you carry out 
the provisions of this bill, increasing the pay of the 
Army, you ought to increase their com pensation 
in a corresponding ratio. It was prepared for the 
purpose of showing that he who now receives 
| $3,000 a year, ought to receive a larger sum for 
‘| his services. 

Now, sir, it doesgeem to me that there ought 
| to be some stopping place to this kind of legisla- 
| tion. You began a year ago by increasing the 
salaries of the Cabinet officers. You raised their 
i compensation $2,000 each; and you come here 
lÍ this session and increase the compensation of the 
ii employees of the Government, adding on sum after 
sum; and after all this has been done, after having- 
f destroyed the relative proporuon which exists be- 
i| tween the salaries of the clerks, auditors, secre- 


|| ocrat? 


taries, and Cabinet offiers of thé Government, the 
very next thing you hear is, that you miast go da 
i and increase the pay of all the intermediate grades 
of employees. : Se GET oe 
_ Now it does seem to ‘me that 
to look about us, and see where and when “this 
thing is to end. It iè time for uš to AZ the point : 
somewhere for it to stop. ‘The expenses ‘of this 
Government have already grown to a monstrous 
extent. ‘Fhey will, if lam not very greatly mis- 
taken, be found to have swelled, during the pies: 
ent year, to an amount beyond that of any: pře- 
vious year, not even excepting the expenditures 
during the existence of the Mexican war. With- 
out having made any computation, but speaking 
entirely from recollection, the current expensés of 
the Government for the present year will not fall 
short of $70,000,000. f 

Now, sir, I do not care whether this is done by 
Democrats or Whigs. It is just as wrong, in my 
į estimation, if done by the Democrats, as if it had 
been done by the Whigs. But, sir, lev me say 
that the real Democratic party. of this House are 
not responsible for this extravagance. : ft js ‘the 
Whigs of the House, and a fraction of the Dem- 
ocratic party who have acted with them, who 
have voted these appropriations. i 

Mr. REESE. 
the House? 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, I believe I pass: 
for one. I think the gentleman from Tennessee, 
over the way, (Mr. Jones,} passes for another, 
I do not choose to particularize further. {Laugh- 
ter.] 

But, really, Mr. Chairman, this is not a jesting 
matter. Jt is a serious matter, and I ask the 
House to consider it, as it deserves to be consid: 
| ered, seriously. 

Now, sir, go far as the soldiers are concerned, 
it is said that there are not enough of them to an- 
swer the purpose of the Government, and that it 
is impossible, with the present rate of compensa- 
tion, to supply the deficiency, Iam entirely will- 
ing to vote any sum necessary to supply that 
deficiency. : 

Mr. KEITT. I desire to interrupt the geñ- 
tleman for a single moment. The gentleman 
says the Democratic party of the House ate not 
responsible for these expenditures, but'that: the 
Whig party, with a fraction of the Democratic 
party, are responsible. Now, I want ‘to know 
whether, when a man departs from the creed 
adopted by the Democratic party, he is stilla Dem- 
In other words, is the Democratie party 
split in two? When a fraction of the Democratic ` 
party refuse to sanction the doctrines which the 
majority have laid down, are they to be consid- 
eredas Democrats? And further, whether, when 
there isa large Democratic majority in the House, 
that majority is not responsible for the measures 
adopted by the House? 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, the gentleman 
from South Carolina, in a speech the other day, 
in which he alluded to this subject, laid down 
pretty much the same doctrine that I have laid 

down now. I think the gentleman then took oc 

| casion to give notice that on some suitable occasion 
| he should read the House a lecture, and | think the 
| gentleman then said something abont Democrats 
in this House departing from the principles of 
Democracy. : 
Mr. KEITT. 


it is time tó begiñ 


Who are the real Democrats of 


I did not say it was not true, I 


| only wanted to know whether the gentleman 


thought it was or not, 

| Mr. SEWARD. Will the gentleman from 
! Virginia give us the articles of faith of modern 
| Democracy? 

| Mr. LETCHER. My friend ftom Georgia 
| told us the other day that he had not read the 
| resolutions of 1798, and he surely has no right to 
| get up and make that inquiry of me. (Great 
| laughter. ] 

| Mr. SEWARD. 

them; 1 said i did not understand them, 
was the trouble, 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, that is about the 
same thing. A gentleman who does not under- 
stand the resolutions of 1798 bas no right to come 
here and put questions to me about Democracy. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 doubt whether the gentle- 
man from Virginia understands them himself. 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman, E hope I 
shall not be drawn off again. I was going on to 
say that we have been told that the Army is not 


I did not say I had not read 
That 
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strong enough under-the present rate of compen- 
sation——that there is a deficiency of some three or 
four thousand men in making ‘up the regular com- 
plement of soldiers. Now, sir, if the complement 
of soldiers is wanting, and if increase of pay is 
necessary to secure it, I am perfectly willing that 
the increase of pay recommended in this bill for 
non-commissioned officers and privates shall be 
made. But I give notice that, if I have an op- 
portunity, I shail move to strike out from the first 
section of the bill the following lines: 

. “A major general, $285 ; a brigadier general, $165 ; a col- 
onel, $1353 a lieutenant colonel, $1153 a major, $95; a | 
captain of cavalry, $85; a captain of artillery and infantry, 
$75 5 a first lieutenant of cavalry, $65 ; a first lieutenant of 
artillery and infantry, $57 ; a second lieutenant of cavalry, | 
$55; a second lieutenant of artillery and infantry, $47; a | 
cadet, @33.”? 


The CHAIRMAN. That amendment was sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Grow,] and is now pending. 

Mr. LETCHER. If I can get the floor I shall 
move to strike out the whole bill, from the twenty- 
sixth line of the first section. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have listened to this dis- 
cussion, Mr. Chairman, with somewhat of morti- 
fication. {had not expected that a bill of the 
character of the one now under consideration 
would have emanated from the source whence it 
did. Had the proposition been merely for the | 
increase of the present pay of the rank and file of 
the Army, and of the officers from the captain | 
down, l should not have been disappointed, I 
was indeed disappointed, nay, mortified, at seeing 
my colleague, [Mr. FauLkner,] now acting, in the 
absence of the chairman, as head of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, come here with this bill 
proposing a large increase of the pay of the 
officers of your Army, a pay now higher by a great 
deal than that given to the civil officers under the 
Government. * 

There are but few of us who have looked into 
this subject with a view of obtaining exact in- || 
formation in reference to the amount actually re- 
ceived by officers of the Army, in the way of com- || 
pensation fur their services, Your major general 
receives over $7,000 per annum. Cail on General 
Scott, the highest officer in command, and he will 
tell you that his pay is upwards of $7,000. Fs not | 
that enough? The actual pay of every officer of 
the Army is within a fraction of double what it 
seems to beon the Army Register. Notwithstand- 
ing the receipt of these large salaries, they are 
continually crying More! more!» During the last 
Congress, chief clerks and heads of bureaus came |! 
forward, when we manifested a disposition to in- 
crease the salaries of clerks, and asked that their 
salaries might also be increased in proportion; and 
now, while we are all willing and anxious to in- 
crease the pay of the private soldiers who fight 
the battles of the country, I doubt whether we 
shall succeed in that praiseworthy object unless 
we also increase the pay of the officers of the 
Army. 

Mr. KEITT. Do not the officers also fight? 

Mr. McMULLIN, Sometimes they do, and 
other times they do not. Very frequently they 
keep out of harm’s way. 

tt has been well said by my colleague that you 
find every employee of the Government asking | 
for an increase of pay. ‘It was but the other day 
that you increased the pay of your Cabinet offi- 
cers. Gentlemen need not tell me that this Dem- 
ocratic Congress is not to be held responsible for ; 
this inerense. 1 have already heard it proclaimed 
in this Hall that the Whig party intend to go be- 
fore the country in the next presidential election, 
ery outand spare not, against the extravagance 
ofa Democratic Administration. Who can deny | 
the fact? Bat when you come to examine the 
records, it will not be difficult to show that the 
Whig party have voted for the most extravagant 
appropriations made by this Congress. It is true 
that they will attempt to hold this Democratic 
Congress, with a majority of fifty or sixty, re- 
sponsible; and when you go before the country, 
and appeal to the country to know why this Ad- |: 
ministration has expended upwards of sixty mil- |! 
lions of dollars, you will be told, as my colleague | 
has told the House to-day, that a fraction of the |) 
Democratie party, together with the Whig party, |; 
have made those expenditures. J tell my col- |} 
league, who reported this bill, that the Democratic | 
party will be held responsible, Notwithstanding | 
the fact that we can show by the record that the | 


ii 


Whigs. have voted for some of the most extrava- 
gant appropriations, yet, managed by my adroit 
friend from Ohio, [Mr. Campsext,] and others of 
his associates, they will go before the country and 
hold this Congress responsible for. extravagant 
appropriations. I ask, then, if thiscommittee are 
prepared by their votes to increase the pay of 
their officers? . 

The houř having now arrived for closing the 
general debate upon the bill, under the order of 
the House, 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the pending ques- | 


tion was upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, to strike out all after the enacting 
words of the bill down to the fourteenth line. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I did not propose to par- 
ticipate in this discussion at all. Nor is it my in- 
tention to consume any more of the time of this 
House 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 


i Ohio submit an amendment? 


» Mr. CAMPBELL. 
whole section. 

The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is not 
inorder. The Chair would suggest to the gen- 


> 


tleman that it is competent to amend any part of |; 


the section proposed to be stricken out. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to reduce the 
amount in the fifth line of the bill to sixty-five 
dollars, instead of two hundred and sixty-five dol- 
lars. 1 move this amendment simply for the pur~ 
pose of making a few remarks in reply to those 
made by my friend from Virginia, (Mr. McMut- 
uin.] He alluded to the probable course which 
the Whig party would take in the next presiden- 
tial election; and has kindly singled ‘me out as 
one of those who might occupy a prominent part 
in the canvass. Ido not know, sir, in the pres- 
ent mixed up condition of parties, where 1 shall 
be found in the next presidential canvass; but Í 


i hope I shall be found, in all future time, as I have 
| been in all the past, in favor of an economical ex- 
į penditure of the funds of the people’s Treasury. 


Sir, if I recollect aright, it was asserted by the 
party in power, in the last presidential struggle, 
that the Whig party had wantonly and extrava- 
gantly expended the money of the people; and 
we were promised, in the event of a Democratic 
triumph, retrenchment and reform. I presume 
that no one was more eloquent in these charges 
and promises than my friend from Virginia was 
jn his district. At the opening of the present ses- 
sion, after the election of the Speaker, I took 
occasion to advert to the fact, that there was in 
this Hall a majority of more than two to one of 
the Democratic party, coming into power on the 
strength of these promises, and I called upon that 


|! majority to recollect that, so far as I was con- 


cerned—as one of the minority—I would hold the 
party in power to a strict accountability for all 
their acts of legislation. And thegentleman should 


not be surprised, therefore, if, on some future oc- | 


casion, we bring the record of their legislative acts 
against them, on the trial before the people. But 
the gentleman from Virginia now coniplains that 


| a portion of the Democratic party have been aided 


by some of the Whig members of this House to 
carry through extravagant and unnecessary ap- 
propriations. 
a majority of two to one in both legislative 


branches, and holding all the Executive offices, | 
does not hold itself responsible to the people for : 
the reckless expenditure of the public money, I | 


should like to know from the honorable gentleman 


how large a majority it will require in order to 


make that party accountable? (Laughter.] 


Mr. FAULKNER, (interrupting.) I desire to ! 


make a single remark, if the gentleman from Ohio 
will permit me. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I cannot yield the floor 
now. Iam about to close ina minute or two. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I wish to make but a sin- 


gle remark, which is this: 1 will not call the gen- | 


tleman to order, because he is replying to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. McMunriw.] Bat I 
give notice—it being my duty to attend to this 


bill—that I will hereafter call every gentleman to | 
: order who deviates from the proposition under 


discussion, Se 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then Í hope the gentle- 
man will make his point of order when his col- 
league deviates from the rule, when he expands 
on the gross and wanton expenditure of his party, 


I move to strike out the | 


If the Democratic party, being in | 


and seeks to make a party that is gtripped of all 
power-—— 

Mr. FAULKNER. I said to the gentleman 
that E did not mean to call him to order; but I . 
gave notice that I intended hereafter to call every | 
gentleman to order who did not speak to the 
amendment under discussion. r 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I understand my friend 
means nothing unkind or unfair. 

I merely rose to call the attention of the House 
to the fact that this notice was served by me on 
the majority at the opening of the session, the 
moment after the Speaker was elected, and before 
the House was fully organized, as will be shown 
i by the record of the debates. Now, sir, coming 
in, as the Administration party did, with this 
overwhelming majority, it will not answer the 
purpose of gentlemen who have made to the people 
such promises of retrenchment and reform, to 
| attempt to make the Whigs, who are destitute of 
i| power, responsible for the measures of extrava- 
gance by which their Congress, pursuing the 
recommendations of their Executive officers, ap- 
propriates, in a single session, $70,000,000. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I will detain the committee 
| but for a moment in reply to my colleague, {[Mr, 
CAMPBELL.) l am opposed to his amendment. 
This Army bill has been one of the standing sub- 
jects of contention of this Flouse for the last 
twenty years, and I have never known one single 
improvement made upon it, except when the lead- 
| ing men of both parties united in a determination 
to effect areform. {believe the last improvement 
made was in 1842. At that time the distinguished 
gentleman from Tennessee—the late Postmaster 
General (Mr. Johnson]—and the venerable member 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Adams,] with all their 
energies, brought their combined influence to reduce 
the Army to the basis of 1820. Theleading men of 
both parties united for the purpose of that reform, 
and they succeeded. From that day until this I 
have known no reform on this subject. Sir, the 
party in power has uniformly endeavored to in- 
crease the Army and Navy, and the party out of 
power has almost uniformly opposed it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. l rise to a question of 
order. If I understand the present position af 
business before the committee, we are now act- 
ing under the five-minute rule, and the remarks of 
every gentleman must be confined, according to 
į the rules which govern the committee, to the par- 
ticular amendment under consideration; and if any 
gentleman departs from the discussion of the par- 
ticular amendment under consideration, I feel 
bound to call him to order, and 1 do so on this 
occasion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
ject of reform. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Is there any amendment 
pending on that subject; and if so, what is it? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
gentleman from Ohio has not deviated from the 
question, and that he is in order. The gentleman 
is making an argument, intending to show that 
the amount specified in the sixth line should be 
reduced. : 

Mr. GIDDINGS. My colleague proposes to 
i| reduce the compensation of major general merely. 
i| | am opposed to that amendment, and I am stating 
' definitely and distinctly the reasons of my oppo- 
i| sitton to it. 
i| So far as parties are concerned, I only wish to 
|| observe, that no party has ever stood forth here 
| ag the advocate of reform upon this question. 
| 
{ 


I am speaking to the sub- 


And as to the expenditures of the parties, I have 
nothing to say further than this, that the party in 
power has uniformly been limited in their expen- 
; ditures by their ingenuity in squandering money, 
and apparently by nothing else; and I can testify 
that the late Whig party was limited by any- 
thing else than that. 1 know something about 
that party, for | once belonged to it; and no Admin- 
i istration ever squandered more treasure than the 
ij last. And if this present Administration shall go 
ij further than the last, it wili be because they pos- 
| sess more talent, and find themselves capable of 
| improving upon former examples. [Laughter] 
And now with regard to expenditures. Who 
does not see that the whole system of maintaining 
an Army in time of peace is an incubus resting 
i| upon the nation, and nothing else? There is no 
| more necessity for it than there is for the fifth 
ll wheel of a coach. Iam told that an Army is 
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‘wanted to protect our settlements upon the fron- | 
tiers from the ravages of the Indians. Sir, the 
friendly Indians upon our borders are’ thé -best 
protectors that can be found upon the face of the | 
earth; and our trappers, hunters, and backwoods- |: 
men, are the next best; and our border men, who | 
are accustomed to the rifle, and to hardships, are | 
the next. Either of these are a thousand times | 
more efficient than your Army. ee 
Again, asto these expenses, let me assure this | 
committee that if they will appropriate one fourth | 
the amount now annually expended in support of : 
the Army to furnish food for the Indians, the 
frontier will be protected without bloodshed, or 
the trouble ofan Army. We may save this vast | 
expenditure. Sir, give me the money now used 
to supply food, and arms, and ammunition to our | 
troops, and I will protect the frontier, and you | 


i 
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may disband the Army. Yes, sir, we can feed h 


the Indians, and make them our friends for the |; 
money we now use in feeding our Army and in | 
supplying them with materiel of war. Common jj 
sense teaches us that these depredations are | 
usually, ay, always, committed for the purpose | 
of obtaining food, or for revenge of injuries re- ! 
ceived from the whites. These are the only mo- | 
tives which guide the wild savage. Now, if we 
supply his wants, or rather his food, and treathim | 
kindly and justly, we shall need no army to fight į 
him. They must sustain life; for that purpose | 
they steal horses, and use them for food; they | 
steal cattle and hogs for the same object; but, if ; 
you will feed them, they will have no occasion to | 
commit depredationsof thatkind, You will make , 
them your friends, your allies, who will protect 
you with their tives. Sir, I repeat, you can fur- 
nish them with the means of subsistence for one 
fourth the amount which you appropriate for the 
support of the Army. It is far cheaper to sustain 
their lives than it is to kill them. 

Sir, I appeal to history, | appeal to the better | 
judgment, to the conscience of every man, if this 
is not so, if it has not been the case from the days : 
of William Penn down to the present time? The | 
best protection that has ever been afforded against || 
Indian spoliations has been found in being just, ii 
generous, and kind to them, in making them our || 
friends rather than our enemies. | 

[Fere the hammer fell.} 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. I move to || 
amend the amendment by reducing the amount | 
five dollars. i! 

I rise, Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of saying | 
that I conceive it to be indispensable for the safety 
of the frontiers of the several Territories of this 
Government that the Army should be increased. 
As the settlers are extending into Minnesota, | 
Washington, and all the other Territories cal- 
culated to excite the Indians to the commission of | 
outrages upon them, it is necessary that our Army | 
should be kept up to the full complement now || 
authorized by law. And it is impossible to keep | 
it full unless the pay of the soldiers is increased. 

I say that a large number of troops is required |} 
for the defense of the sparse settlements in the | 
Territories, and therefore I shall vote for this bill, || 
though there may be some provisions in it which |; 
do not commend themselves to my judgment. | 
Still, sir, I think some of the officers, and espe- , 
cially the officers of companies, the lieutenants, || 
captains, &c., should have their salaries increased | 
as much as is provided for in this bill. The ofi- | 
cers of our Army and their families are of those ; 
who have been accustomed to live respectably and | 
fashionably. It is necessary that their pay should || 
be sufficient, in order that they may properly pre- | 


j 
i 
t 
i 


| 


j 
i 
eT 
i 


ation. 

Let anybody look into the matter, and I am i 
sure that they will frankly acknowledge that . 
the present pay of a lieutenant is entirely inade- 
quate for the support of a family. Then, this 
being so, the necessity and obligation is as great 
for the increase of the pay of captain, lieutenant, 
and so on down, as for the increase of the sol- 
dier’s pay. Itis, in my opinion, a disgrace to the 
country to insist on refusing to give these young 
gentlemen, holding commissions in the Army, suf- 
ficient to support themselves and families decently 
and out of debt. Tv is our duty, if we employ such | 


| dozen men in the fJouse who could, by any de- | 


ii adequate for their wants, is that which arises out | 
| of the necessity of raising money at a sacrifice, ; 


pan enormous usury. 


officers, to pay them, so that they may live re- 

spectably, and up to the dignity of their position, 

and not to disgrace it and themselves by running |i 
‘ 


into debt. I shall go for carrying out the general 
provisions of the bill so faras regards the increase | 
of the pay of the soldiers and of the officers from | 
captain down. [think that the major general’s | 
pay is enough now; but the fact that the bill pro- | 
vides for an increase of it will not prevent me | 
giving it my vote. I can see no way for disposing | 
of the Army, unless you let out the killing off of.) 
these Indians to the Mormons, and give them the | 
spoils by way of compensation. Then we may. 
have peace on the frontier. i 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia.. What is the ques- | 
tion before the committee ? i 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the : 
amendment of the gentleman from New York to | 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. . | 
Mr. SKELTON. I arisetoa question of order. | 
| 

‘i 

| 

| 
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A motion was made to strike out a greater por- 
tion of the bill. ‘To that the gentleman from Ohio 
moved anamendment. Then the gentleman from 
New York rose and submitted an amendment. I 
contend that the last amendment is not in order 
until that of the gentleman from Ohio is disposed 
of. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the | 
question of order. A motion was made to strike 
out a portion of the bill, Amendment was then 
in order to the portion proposed to be stricken out. 
The amendment of the gentleman from Ohio was 
an amendment in the first degree, and the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York was an 
amendment to that amendment. 

Mr. SMITH. If the gentleman from New York 
will withdraw his amendment, we may get rid of | 
this question of order. 

Mr. PERKINS declined withdrawing his 
amendment. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Pernins’s | 
amendment was rejected. 

The question was next taken on Mr, Camp- 
BELL’s amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 now move to 
strike out the words ‘‘ sixty-five.” The commit- 
tee will see at once that I present a practical ques- 
tion for their consideration. It is a direct issue | 
between the law as it now stands and that pro- | 
posed by this bill, The committee can at once | 
come to a vote upon the question of increasing the 
pay of a commanding general of the United States 
Army. This being the question, L propose to | 
submit a few remarks, and i shall do so in conse- } 
quence of the strange remarks to which I have lis- 
tened. l do not suppose that there are half a 


| 
| 
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vice, be induced to abolish the Army altogether. | 
If we are to have an Army,gentlemen must desire 
to have it efficient, and to have it efficient you | 
must pay a sum sufficient to enable the officers, 
who are men of honor and spirit, to live as be- 
comes such men. At this time our Army, as we 
all know, is dispersed to a very greut extent over | 


our wild country, upon the frontiers; and our || 


Army officers out there are compelled to submit 
to most oppressive exactions. One would suppose | 
that pay there would not be needed; but it is en- 
tirely absorbed, as we all know. I refer to this | 
because the question has been made here, and it | 
has been discussed in the committee, whether the | 


| commander-in-chief of the Army of the United | 


States, who has permanent quarters, a settled res- į 
idence, and fixed habits, receives pay enough, or 
whether he receives too much. i 


There is a wide difference between the case of |}. 


a commanding general and that of his subaltern ; 
officers. One of the great evils of the service, : 
and that which renders the miserable pittance 
which the subordinate officers receive wholly in- | 


as they must be in readiness to obey orders | 
at all times. { presume this committee under- i| 
stand that if a poor subaltern is ordered to go to į} 
California, he does not then get a dollar of pay | 
for transportation and mileage. He has to raise ;) 
money in some way. How does a captain of the || 
artillery, who receives but forty dollars a month, | 
and who has to live like a gentleman, raise the ° 
money necessary for his wants? Unless he has | 
other means, he has to apply to the Jew, and pay : 

I advert to these things for | 
the purpose of having this committee and the | 
country understand that Tam not one of those j 
who will hesitate in meting out full and exact jas- ! 
tice in this case as well as in all others. Iam not! 


| afraid of expenditures, bound as L am by ever 


i| dence. 


i fray out of his own pocket. 


obligation of duty asa politician, and asa m 
to sustain only that expenditure whichis jus 
economical, ; EE S 
Mr. McNAIR., . Is the pay of the major. gens: 
eral now $265 per month? * : eas 3 


Mr. SMITH. His pay is $200 now.. The 
bill under consideration: proposes to-make it $265; 
per month. ; : 2 


Mr. McNAIR. Well, | want to know why it. 
is that the gentleman from Virginia is:arguing in 
favor of increasing the pay of Army officers, when 
his amendment is to reduce it? oe 

Mr. SMITH. If the gentleman: had 
listening to my remarks : 

Mr. McNAIR. Sol have, 

Mr. SMITH. If he had paid attention to them,: 
he would not have had occasion to ask that ques- 
tion. I stated distinctly to the committee that in: 
the question under consideration, they should. 
give attention tothe fact that this commanding 
ofiicer of ours, this major general, has fixed 
quarters, a permanent location, and a domestic es- 
tablishment, and that he was, therefore, not under 
the necessity of incurring all the expenses’ of. 
change of position to which subordinate officers: 
are subjected. I did not even say that I would 
vote for the amendment, but that I rose simply 
for the purpose of presenting this as a practical 
question to the consideration of the committee. I 
said in my remarks that the officers of the Army, 
the brigadier generals, the colonels, the captaina, : 
and the lieutenants, who are compelled to obey 
orders, and to go from post to post as ordered by 
superior officers, have to sustain their domestic 
establishments independently of the expenses to 


been 


i| which they are themselves subject, while. the’ 


major general has a fixed and permanent resi- 
And I say that there isa wide difference 
in this. 

{Here the hammer fell.] f 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I feel unwilling, Mr. 
Chairman, very unwilling, to oppose the amend- 
ment. The provisions of this bill generally strike 
me as being founded in right and justice. The - 
commander of the Army—the major general— 
would receive, by this bill, in pay and allowances,: 
$5,600. But the gentleman from Virginia: (Mr. 
MecMuuury| has madea mistake of some: hune: 
dreds of dollars in his calculations. He stated 
that the commanding general, if he were asked 
the question what his income from the Army is, 
would say that he received over $7,000 per an-: 
num. But I think his answer would show that 
he received no such amount. The commanding 


|| general of the Array has passed through all the 


grades which the gentleman from Virginia speaks 
of. Commencing his service in the ranks, he 
fought his way up to his present high and honor- 
able position, And the pay he now receives will 
barely do more than maintain his rank. He is 
subjected to many expenses which. he must. de- 
He has to keep 
horses, and pay for them out of his income... He 
has to pay for his servants, for his uniform, for 
the support of his family, for all the expenses in- 
cident to his position; so that he can never lay by 
anything out of hispay. The major general has 
spent a large portion of. his life in the service 
without saving a dollar; and, in the position he 
now occupies, he isnot able to lay by any money. 

Then, as my friend from Virginia (Mr. Smr} 
has well said, the subordinates ofthe Army cannot 
subsist upon their present pay. At thetinfe when 
the present rates of pay and allowances were fixed, 
subsistence did not cost, in this portion of the 
country, halfas much as it now does. You have 
increased the pay of your clerks in the public offices 
of the Government. You have increased the pay 
of persons in almost every branch of the public 
service, and you have left the pay of the Army as 
it was first established. You have left them ina 
position that they cannot subsist themselves; and 
in my portion of the country, as the gentleman 
from Virginia so well said, unless an officer has 
a fortune and means of his own, or rich friends to 
assist bim, he cannot live on his pay; he must 
leave the Army in debt. Many officers would be 
thus actually forced out of the service, and coni- 
pelled to resign, were it not that their patriotism, 
love of country, and pride, induce them to‘hold to 
it at every sacrifice, without being able to afford a 
dollar to pay for their uniform. You! mustine 


crease their pay, or they cannot subsist. And why 


iminate betweeti the oficer änd the soldier? | 


“Phe ovler day T was misunderstood inmy remarks’ 
while discussing a pension bill, and if so, T-would 
‘like tovplace myself right now.” I hold ‘that the 
widow of a@eneral whodies in the service, or of 
wounds received while in the service, should: re- 
céfve'a pension according to the rank of: her hus- 


2 

ko 
þand: and:so-in regard to the widow of a lieuten- 
antyand they should draw pay for an equal number 
of years. “L say this for fear that my remarks 
Were misapprehended the other day. 
n Mro BRIDGES. {wish to ask. the gentleman 
from Oregon a question. L wish to know if he 
ever knew an officer of the Army to leave the ser- 
yice because of the insufficiency of the pay? 

Mr. LANE. I can answer the gentleman very 

readily. I have known many such instances. I 
“have known many officers leave the Army because 
‘the pay was insufficient, and I can point them out 
to-him. 
“Mr. BRIDGES. Name one. 
: Mi. LANE. I will mention the instance of 
Captain Britton, who quitted the Army because he 
could not subsist upon the pay. I have had some 
experience as to this matter, and know something 
about it. I entered the Army as a private, and 
came out of the service a brevet major general. 
The pay of-a brigadier general at that time was 
about $3,000, and how could a brigadier general, 
who had to keep four horses and two servants, 
subsist upon that? 
salary to subsist myself, to pay fur my servants, 
my horses, and other expenses. 

Here the hammer fell. 

[Gries of ** Go on P? “Go onl? 

Mr. SKELTON. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia withdraw his amendment, to enable me 
to introduce another ? 

[Cries of “ Go on!’ 

Mr. LANE. Then, that I may proceed in 
order, I move another amendment. 


TheCHAIRMAN,. Thegenteman from Ore- | 
gon is not entitled to the floor, The Chair recog- | 


nized the gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. SKEL- 
TON. 

Me. SKELTON. I rise to offer an amendment 
to the amendment, which is really necessary to be 
incorporated in it before it isadopted. I move to 
except from the part which is proposed to be 
stricken out, the third and fourth lines, as fol- 
lows: a 

‘Phat the monthly pay proper of the several grades of 
the Army, hereinafter enumerated, shall be at the tollowing 
rates,?? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
amendment is notin order. ‘The pending amend- 
ment is the one offered by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Ssuru.} 

Mr. SKELTON. Landerstood the gentleman 
from Virginia withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
my amendment, if there is no objection, 

No objection being made, the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. SKELTON, I now offer my amendment 
to theamendment. I offer it with a view of per- 
fecting the amendment, as I suppose the House 
will strike out the part proposed by the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania, and 1 wish those two lines to | 


be retained in the bill, as they should be; and I 
suppose, likewise, from the indications which 1 
have seen here to-day 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
would state to the gentleman from New Jersey, 
that his amendment is not strictly in order, as the 
geutleman from Pennsylvania proposes to Insert 
equivalent words. 

Mr. SKELTON. WNo,sir; he moves to strike 
out all after the enacting clause down to the four- 
teenth line. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the gentleman’s 
amendment is in order. 

‘Mr. SKELTON. The question for the com- 
moitiee to determine is, are the provisions of this 
bill necessary to promote the efficiency of the 
Army of the United States? I am willing the 
merits of the bill shall turn upon that point, 
is necessary to increase the pay of the officer, in 
order to promote the efficiency of the Army, then 
lam willing that an increase of pay should be ac- 
corded to them. But, sir, I contend that it is not 
necessary to increase the pay of the officers forthat 
purpose, and I contend that it is necessary to 
increase the pay of the rank and file. I do not 


It took a large portion of my | 


I will withdraw | 


Tfit: 


-cure the requisite number of officers, On-the con: 
traty, as the gentleman from Indiana. [Mr Hen- 
pricKs] has told-us, there are men all over the 
country who are éxtremély anxious to obtain posi- 
tions as officers of the Army at the present rates. 
There are no deficiencies occuring in the. list of 
officers. Büt, from the statements which have 
been made, the places are all full, and theré are a 
large number of supernumeraries. I say we have 
more officers than we have soldiers for them to 
eommidnd; and:hence the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York, to increase the pay of 
the subordinate officers, is not necessary. But it 
is said that these officers move in the fashionable 
circles of life, attend balls, parties, &c., and hence 
it ig necessary that they should receive an addi- 
tional compensation. Wow, sir, I contend that it 
is entirely unnecessary that we should provide for 

| such things for those who are to fight the battles 

of the country. 

But the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. Lane] 
says these officers cannot live on their present pay. 
Now, a major general is allowed jifteen rations 
per day in addition to the regular pay, which is 


horses and four servants. He isallowed all these, 
and still the gentleman from Oregon says he can- 
not live. He telis us that the major generals are 
starving upon $200 a month and fifteen rations a 
gay, while the common soldier has but seven or 


yet he can live. That is the kind of argument 
that has been brought before this House to show 


will stand. I contend that there is no reason 
whatever for increasing the pay of these officers. 


| mand the best talent of the country. The best 
talent of the country has already been engaged in 
that service, and what good purpose will be served 


But the same reasoning does not apply to the rank 
and file of the Army. 
officers such exorbitant sums, and still increase 
|| them, while you do not pay the poor soldiers, 
those who do your work, enough to induce effi- 
cient men to join the Army; and hence, while f 
am opposed to increasing the pay of the officers, 
I am in favor of increasing the compensation of 
the rank and file. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to call the 
attention of the gentleman from New York, and 
of the committee, to one or two facts in connec- 
tion with this subject. The gentleman from New 
Jersey says you can obtain Army officers enough 
at the present rate of compensation. f do not 
know whether the gentleman voted for increase 
of pay to the clerks, but we know that, at the time 


plenty of men could have been found willing to 
discharge the duties for $500 per annum. 

| Mr. SKELTON. I voted against increase of 
i pay. 

| Mr. SMITH. I have only mentioned the fact 
by way of illustrating my argument. 
Colonel Magruder, who has pay and rations run- 
ning up to seventy-nine dollars per month. That 


incur heavy expenses. In discharging his duty 
there, he would have been beggared and a bank- 
rupt in reputation and fortune, if he had not been 
| blessed through an interesting source with other 
| means than those accruing from his rank. 
| was in the wilderness when that unhappy catas- 
| trophe happened which resulted in the death of the 
gallant Craig. 


| served in the British Army. When he overtook 
| them, he bared his breast covered with honorable 
| wounds, and they slew him, widowing his wife 
jand making orphans of his children. 

| forty dollars per month. We have men who have 
| been twenty years in the sewice, and who have 
| periled their lives often on our battle-fields, and 
| 


overed with wounds 


w 
month. 


# 


‘understand that this increase is necessary to pro~. 


$200 per month; and besides he is allowed seven | 


eight dollars a month and one ration a day, and | 


the necessity of increasing the pay of the officers | 
of the Army. This is not a kind of logic that: 


The pay they now receive is sufficient to com- | 


by increasing the pay beyond what it now is? | 


it is unjust to pay your | 


the salaries were raised from $900 to $1,200, | 


There is |; 


officer was sent to California, and compelled to į 


He 


He was a captain in pursuit of; 
| deserters from our Army, some of whom had: 


He had! 


-Who had-been soldiers in the-British Army for 
many a year, to answer to the offended laws of the 
‘country, the reward had. to be paid; and there was 
‘no money. This same gallant officer staked his 
own credit, and borrowed the money at ten per 
cent. The Government refunded the ‘principal, 
but the interest at. ten per cent. for eight months, 
was a tax on his pay. That gentlemanisin ype 
service now, and yet the gentleman from New 
Jersey is against giving him the allowarice given 
your clerks of the lowest grade. I would have 
the officers of the Army soldiers in the true spirit 
of chivalry. I would not stint them; for of alk 
objects under the sun, the poor, needy, beggar sol- 
dier is the most unhappy. I would have him 
economical, but he should be liberally provided 
with that which is indispensable to his dignified 
and manly support. Ig it an argument to be lis- 
tened to`by the American Congress, that these 
gentlemen should not have an increase of pay 
because there are others willing to take their . 
places at their present pay? I can tell the gentle- 
man from New Jersey that he can get plenty to 
fill his seat at two dollars per day, and he gets 
eight. 

(Here the hammer fell.] 
ii Mr. SOLLERS. I move toincreasethe pay of 
ii a major general five dollars. f , 
| The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is not 
|| now in order. ; 
i} Mr. SOLLERS. Then I move to strike out the 
i| words ‘ thirty-five,” and insert in lieu thereof 
i| the word ‘* forty.” 
t 


I confess that Í have offered this amendment, not 
with a view of having it carried, but for the pur- 
pose of expressing some of the opinions I enter- 
tain upon the subject now under consideration. E 
have heard many things here which, heretofore, 
were considered as slander upon our republican 
Government. If this discussion could have taken 
| place, and this proposition been moved in the 
| House of Representatives, during the late war 
| with Mexico, I take it for granted that no member 
i| of this House would have dared to raise his voice 
against it. If he had dared at that time to have 
spoken disparagingly of the services of our fellow- 
citizens in that war, he would have been met by 
the indignant voice of every American citizen 
within the limits of the United States. And yet, 
it seems, thatina very short space of time, we have 
forgotten all their gallant and heroic deeds that 
covered the country with glory; and because these 
men now ask for an increase of pay—a small in- 
crease of pay not at all proportionate to the expan- 
sion, wealth, and greatness of the Republic for 
which they fought and bled—is it to be denied to 
i; them? č 
ii The battles upon the plains of Mexico tell a 
tale that ought never to be forgotten by the mem- 
bers of this. House or by the American people. 
' In any great emergency that may arise between 
‘| our Government and foreign nations, we are not 
| to rely upon a standing army. But we must rely 
‘upon volunteers from the mass of the people to 
| fight our battles, and these volunteéts are to be 
commanded by officers of the regular Army of 
; the United States. What is the fact in reference 
| to the war with Mexico? There was a dispropor- 
i tion unheard of and unknown before in any bat- 
tles that were ever fought upon the face of the 
4 earth, between the number of officers and men that 
were killed upon its battle-fields. History has 
recorded nothing like it. Itrequired the skill and 
heroism of officers of the Army to lead and direct 
these volunteers upon the fields of battle; and it 
was through their exertions that our victories 
there wereachieved. Shall we, then, deny them this 
miserable pittance, this slight increase of their 
pay, after allthey have done, and all the gallant 
deeds they have performed? No! The American 
| people will sanction no such proceedings. They 
‘| expect us to deal liberally with these officers, es- 
pecially with those who, in the time of need, in the 
full heat of the batle, poured out their blood like 
water in defense of their country. I appeal to 
gentlemen. If ask gentlemen to trust to their own. 
feelings in this matter. There is not a genuine 
American heart that throbs with love for his.coun- 
try that is not willing to grant an increase of pay 
to those who bear the brunt of our battles. .[ 
trust and believes that this amendment will be 
adopted. I am very far from saying that the 
‘| compensation of ordinary soldiers is sufficient, I 
il would ‘increase their pay. We do not appreciate 
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their services in these piping times of peace; but | 
let a war break out requiring their services, and 
then we shall appreciate their worth, I hope and ! 
trust that no serious opposition will be made to 
this amendment. | 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I oppose the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
SoLLeRs,] and [do so merely for the purpose of } 
making a remark. When the gentleman from 
Virginia was on the floor speaking of the pay of 
a certain officer, I rose to ask him the name of the 
person to whom he alluded. He did not answer | 
me publicly, but he mentioned the name so as that | 
I overheard it. I understood him to say that the | 
officer in question received only forty dollars per | 
month, or four hundred and eighty dollars per year. 
1 find on looking at the letter of the Secretary of | 
the War Department, of February 17, 1854, and | 
at the Army Register, that the receipts of that | 
officer last year were $2,305 22. 

A Member. Whom do you speak of? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Of Captain Magruder, 
who is colonel by brevet. I find that the Army 
Reyister fixes his pay at $993 per year. 

A Memper. What pave is it on? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Pages 32 and 33. And 
then his rations amount to $801; his allowance for 
servants, $213, and so on, making his whole re- 
ceipts for the year $2,305 22. Now, how it was 


that the gentleman from Virginia managed to get | 


the idea that the pay of that officer was only forty 
dollars per month, l cannot say. I suppose some- 
body has misled him. I was myself misled this 
morning by a gentleman of the committee. I am 
disposed to pay what is right; and if an officer of 
one grade is only receiving $480 per year, that is 
‘one reason why I should vote for an increase of the | 

ay of the officers. But as the gentleman from | 

irginia has been mistaken, and as the officer who | 
he thought received only $480 per annum, actually, | 
according to the report of the Secretary of War, | 
received $2,305, I think it right that the com- 
mittee should think some time before they deter- 
mine to make the increase proposed. | 

Mr. ASHE. The first class clerks in Govern- | 
ment offices receive $2,200 a year, and the ordi- | 
nary custom-house clerks receive from $2,300 to 
$2,500. | 

Mr.CLINGMAN, My colleague tells methat | 
the clerks in the custom-houses receive from $2,000 | 
to $3,000 per year. Now, if that is so, I will | 
vote fur a proposition to reducetheirpay. I have | 
resisted the propositions to increase the pay of 
the clerks here. A gentleman from Virginia tells 
us that there are clerks here receiving $1,200 a į 
year, while we could get as competent men to do 
the work at $500. That is precisely why I voted, 
this session, against increasing their pay. But if 
we waste money on one branch of the public ser- 
vice, that is no reason why we should waste iton 
all. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Į would like to call the 
attention of the gentleman from North Carolina to 
the fact that he will find, in a note appended to the 
Army Register, that out of the sum of $2,305 re- 
ceived by Captain Magruder, $365 was pay for 
service in California, and $193 for the fiscal year 
of 1852; that he wasthe commandantofa post, and 
that the pay received by him for servants and for- 
age was far less than his actual expenditures for 
the same objects. His command of the post gave 
him the pay of a lieutenant colonel. 

Mr.CLINGMAN, Well, that deduction would 
bring his pay down to $1,800. Butthegentleman 
will see there that his pay proper is stated as $993, 
instead of $480; that his rations amount to $801, 
and so on. I have no feeling about this matter. If 
the amendmentofthegentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Grow] prevails, I will support the bill. I 
have no doubt we ought to increase the pay of the | 


to the clerks, and, therefore, we should vote for 
this increase for the officers and soldiers of the 
Army. I do not consider that, by any meatis, a 
good reason. Gentlemen should recollect that 
they are voting a permanent increase. I have no 
hope that we shall ever be able to reduce any of 
these increased salaries to the proper proportions, 
lf we act in the dark, and vote at this time for 
high rates of pay, there they stand; we cannot get 
them back to what they were. Therefore it is 
that Í think it is better for us to content ourselves 
at this time with increasing the pay of the privates 
and non-commissioned officers of the Army; and, 
at the next, or some other session, we can de- 
liberately consider the question of increasing the 
compensation of the commissioned officers. 

Mr. LANE of Oregon. {s it in order now 
40 move to amend the bill? 

“The CHAIRMAN. itis in order to move to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. SoLLERS.] 

Mr. LANE. Well, the gentleman from Mary- 
land moves to amend by increasing the pay five 
dollars. I will move to increase it ten dollars. I 
move the amendment to obtain the opportunity 
only to notice, in order that the committee and the 
country may understand this thing—some of the 
remarks which fell from the gentleman from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Sxerron,] and from the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Cuincsan,] who has 
just taken his seat. ‘The gentleman from New 
| Jersey holds the opinion that a major general re- 
ceives compensation at the rate of $200 a month, 
and that he is entitled to seven horses, four ser- 
vants, and fifteen rations while he is employed in 
actual service. Well, that is all true; but the 
seven horses he must pay for himself, and he has 
to pay for them out of his own funds at the rate 
of two or three hundred dollars apiece, most likely, 
amounting perhaps, in all to $2,100. Then he has 
| to pay for all they eat, for the gentleman will re- 
member that, in these items which foot up $5,526, 
everything of this kind is included. 

Mr. SKELTON. I want to ask the gentleman 
from Oregon a question in regard to those seven 
horses. 

Mr. LANE. Not now, I want to go on with 
my statement. I want to say that a major gen- 
eral in the field has to furnish his own horses, and 
is allowed fodder for them, but it is counted with 
this sum of $5,526. He pays also for four ser- 
vants, and pays for all they eat too. He is al- 
lowed rations, but he does not draw them from 
the commissary, but commutes for them at twenty 
cents aration. He also subsists his own house- 
hold and servants, bears ail their expenses, and 
generally comes out at the end of the year in 
debt. a 

I desire to say one word now in relation to this 


| 


|| case of Magruder, which has been referred to. 


| Hecommanded the military department upon the 
Pacific. He was in command of our forces in 
California. He held the brevet rank of colonel. 
While in command of that department, and in 
| the performance of the duties connected therewith, 
in a country where the high prices of everything 
absorbed all that he received in paying for his 
servants, subsisting his horses, and meeting his 
other expenses, he received pay at that rate. His 
pay, as stated by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Smrrn,] is forty dollars a month, and no 
more. And when ordered upon duty upon a 
| brevet rank, he receives the pay of that brevet 
rank. That was his case, and such cases furnish 
no argument against the increase of salary. It 
is too small, and ought to be increased. 


from Ohio [Mr. Gropines] about the management 
of the Indians. ‘* Feed them and you will have 
peace,” he says. ‘Feed them, and dispense 


common soldiers and non-commissioned officers. 
The proper rule is to pay a fair compensation for | 
the service we receive. It is conceded on all | 
hands that we cannot get soldiers to serve at the | 
present rate of pay. i 
proper compensation for soldiers and officers, | 
Gentlemen say we have voted an increase of pay | 
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I am willing to vote for a>! 


with your armies, for you will have no use for 
them.” We have been taught a lesson by the 
Father of our country: “In peace prepare for 
war.” It is by no means certain that we should 


country, and undertook to feed and subsist the 


{ want to notice the remark of my worthy friend |! 


not have war, though we should feed the Indians. |! 
I once knew a man who went into the Indien | 


Indians. He was wealthy, or at Jeast he carried 
means with him. He introduced among the In- 
dians the science of agriculture; he introduced 
the plow, prepared the ground, sowed wheat, 
built a mill, and fed the Indians well, but. about 
the time that he had got all things right, the In- 
dians killed him and his wife, and to pay the ex- 
penses of the troubles which grew out of that 
murder this House have appropriated $175,000. 
{tell the gentleman you cannot manage the Indians 
in any such way. Shoot them, feed them with 
powder and ball, and have troops in the field ready 
to do that when it becomes necessary. This is 
the only food that will keep them peaceful. We 
have the troops and we have officers, and they are 
officers too, who will not place themselves in the 
rear of their troops, but will occupy. their proper 
posts in the fight. You have not to-day, an ofi- 
cer in the Army, who would protect himself by 
| placing himself in the rear of his troops. Field 
officers on horseback, are necessarily placed in 
ithe rear. To increase the pay of the privates, the 
non-commissioned officers, and the commissioned 
officers, and that of the commanding general, in 
my judgment, is right and proper. The good of 
the country requires it, and I hope the House will 
pass the bill. ` 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I am opposed tò the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Oregon. 

Mr. LANE. Then I will withdraw my amend- 
ment. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS. Not until I have made 
some remarks upon it. I know something about 
the nature of these Indians. I have been with 
| them, eat with them, and slept in their cabins. I 
have associated with them in war, and in peace, 
I think I understand their character, their habits, 
their gratitude; and let me again say what I said 
when I was before up, that their whole history 
shows that when you treat them well, when you 
show yourselves friendly, they will be friendly in 
return. The Indian never forgets a favor, nor 
forgives an injury. They pees more gratitude 
than any other people I have been acquainted 
with. Gratitude for favors, and revenge for in- 
juries constitute their moral code, their education, 
i their religion. There is no fraud about them; 
when you have obtained the confidence of these 
: wild men of the forest, they will never forget 
| your kindness. : 

Bat, Mr. Chairman, I spoke upon this subject 
when I was up before, and I will not detain the 
committee by repeating what I then said. ‘If gen- 
tlemen desire to make any reform in the Army, 
| this is not the time to do it, We are just at the 
| heel of the session, Let the subject go over. until 
the next session, when we may have an opportu 
| nity of investigating it, and when more facts con- 
| nected with it can be presented than our time will 
now admit of. Letthe gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Jowes,] or the gentleman from Missouri, 
(Mr. PueLrs,] or other members like them, be 
placed upon the Committee on Military Affairs, 
| and let them investigate the subject, and give ug 
facts and arguments in favor of reducing the 
Army—of disbanding it, if you please. Let us 
hear both sides, Let us see if we cannot act more 
intelligently on the subject than we can now under 
the pressure of the five-minute rule, just at the 
moment when we are thinking how we can best 
i close the session, and return to our constituents. 

This bill, containing important provisions, in- 
tended to place the Army upon a permanent basis, 
to organize it upon a system which is to continue 
for many years to come, is now to be passed 
through under railroad speed. Itis wrong. We 
are doing injustice to. ourselves as well as the 
country, injustice to the subject, injustice to the 
Army, by this hot haste. _ There is no pressin 
necessity for immediate action; no interest is suf- 
! fering, We shall be here again in four months. 
| We shall then have time to deliberate—to do jus- 
| tice to the subject, and to ourselves, and to the 
i country. TON 

Tam opposed to the whole Army organization. 
I am against the whole system of cutting throats 
advocated by the gentleman from Oregon. I do 
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stianizing the Indians by whip- 
ooting them, by cutting their: 
throats. 
bails?’ are the best agents for civilizing the heathen. 
He:has told us of aman who was murdered with 
his family by the Indians... Lhave no doubt that, 
man had tried the very, means proposed. by the 
teman from Orégon. He had. probably ‘shot | 
of the Indians. “He doubtless acted upon 
héory of the gentleman. by whipping or kill- 


üg them.. 
M 


ANE. : Never; never. 0 0 
GIDDINGS. Well, did ‘not their 
NE. No 
ith kindness: a : 
IDDINGS.” I'am acquainted with the 
‘whole system of bringing on Indian wars.: No 
Tndian ever did, or ever will, murder a white per- 
‘son unless he thinks he has cause for doing so. It 
is ‘the frequent practice of the whites in the west- 
“ern territory to shoot.the Indians, as intimated byd 
the gentleman from Oregon. i 
“Mr. LANE. If the gentleman will allow me, ji 
"Dr. Whitmian’s mission was not to California. 
‘He was in Oregon, four or five hundred miles from 
any settlement, and had always treated the In- 
dians with uniform kindness. i 
if Mr. GIDDINGS.": Well, sir, the Indian draws 
no distinction. between white persons. He im- 
‘putes ‘the sin of one to all who come within his 
‘power, unless they be acknowledged friends: And 
Weare all conscious that trom the time Lewis and 
Clarke went to Oregon to thisday, the whites have 
“occasionally murdered the Indians. © |... 

. Mr. LANE. No, sir; they aregenerally treated 
“with Kindness. j j 
My. GIDDINGS. I doubt not that they are | 
generally treated with kindness, but occasionally 
‘with ‘balls and bayonets.” There are in every || 
border ‘community outlaws to civilization, who 
appear to delight in showing themselves greater 
‘savages than the Indians, l appeal to the experi- 
‘ence of every man who has resided upon the fron- 
tiers, and who is acquainted with border life. 
‘Was it not so in Florida, inall our Indian dificul- 
ties? But some gentlemen appear to have made 
up their minds that we must have an Army; and 
in order to do that, we are told that we must in- 
crease the pay on account of the glory, as my 
‘friend from Maryland: (Mr. Soviers] told us. 
The people must pay for nodding. plumes and 
‘blazing uniforms.. They toil for funds to bespentin 
glory... We must support men in luxury and vice, 
in indolence and ease, on account of glory. Now, 
sir, t think our true glory consists in cultivatin 
the arts of peace, in promoting the industry an 
the virtue of the whole nation, 

{Here the hammer fell.] f 

Mr. LANE, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
his amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
adding twenty dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, I did not intend to say any- |} 
thing in relation to this bill, which has been re- 

orted by the géntleman from. Virginia, [Mr. 

PAULKNER,]| now acting as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs; but after listening at- 
tentively to the discussion, it does seem to me that 
I may say something, in order that my vote may be 
understood. In the first place, if we had the time, 
I would, with my colleague and other gentlemen, 
desire to go into a thorough investigation of the 
condition of the Army and Navy of the United | 
States, and to reform and reinvigoratethem. But 
you, Mr. Chairman, and this committee, well 
know that this whole session,of Congress has been 
exhausted by discussions in relation to our Terri- 
tories and their organization; and that these im- 
portant questions can have now but little of our 
time. 

-This bill comes to me recommended by the 
Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate, at 
the head of which stands General Sureips, one of 
the most gallant and distinguished officers of the 
country. Į understand from my friend from Vir- 
ginia, that it passed the Senate unanimously; and 
it is further recommended by the Committee on 
Military Affairs of this House. Then, notwith- 
standing the diversity of opinion among gentlemen 
on this floor in debate—some of whom, I have no |! 
doubt, honestly speak their sentiments, and others || 


neigh. 


, sir; they always had treated | 


I move to amend by 


F dó not believe that ‘bayonets and: |} 


not too great, I do not think itis too great now. 


[any enlargement of what the pay then was. 
i Money has inereased in value. The great yield | 


| other provision. 
‘of the Army when they arenot on duty. That is 


such an amendment, to come in at line thirtieth. 


i it in the proviso. 


| compensation of commissioned officers can be in- 


| committee, then, with a view of disposing of this 


| proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


' the bill at this time? 


i amendment to an amendment, and no other amend- | 


who speak and act for poptlar favor—it comes 
strongly recommended. In the words of the old |: 


adage, it is better 
er to trust. A i 
» Mr. Chairman, as. was very well said by my: 
colleague, no party in this House or country has 
ever agreed on what is exactly a proper reform | 


sometimes to be deceived than 


forthe Army. His reference to an arrrangement || je : 
j Mr. ROBBINS. Then J want to amend that, 


between Mr. Adama and the gentleman from Ten- 
“nessee as to the reform for the Army, as late as 
1842, ought to have some weight with this body. 
if distinguished gentlemen on all sides of the 
House thën thought the pay of the’ Army was” 


If the pay of Army officers was proper and right 
then in the estimation of the country, the simple 
increase ow proposed to be given is not, in fact, 


of gold from California has served to lessen the 
pay of the very men who conquered that country. 
In looking into the communication of the Sec- 
retary of War, I find the pay of the commander 
‘of our forces to be a little over $6,800 per annum, 
while the pay of the brigadier generals is $7,000 
and $8,000. f 
But I say that their pay is not equal to what į 
it was in 1840. lam in favor of increasing the 
pay of the rank and file. Iam in favor of àn- 
I desire to introduce an amend- 
ment in this very section, providing that only one 
half of the proper pay shall be allowed to officers | 


areal reform, which I hope the committee will 
take into consideration. I intend to introduce 


"Mr, FAULKNER. f say to the gentleman 
‘from Ohio that such a provision is already in the 
bill. 

„Mr. TAYLOR. 


I do not see it in the printed 

ill. 

My. FAULKNER. The gentleman will find 

Mr: TAYLOR. I propose to insert the words 
‘one half pay. proper,’’ so as to allow the ofi- 
cers of the Army, when they are recreating in the | 
country, and are not on duty, half of the pay that | 
they receive while engaged in the duties of their 
profession. 

Mr. ORR. Iam opposed to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio. I suppdse a majority 
of the committee have their minds made up, first 
as to whether they will vote an increase of com- 
pensation to the officers of the Army. Theremay 
be two classes—those who propose to increase the 
compensation of all the officers, and those who 
propose to increase the compensation of officers 
from captain down, In running over the provis- 
ions of this bill, I find that if you commence the 
increase with captains, the. compensation of a cap- 
tain will be about twenty dollars per month more 
than that of the major who commands him, and 
soon. | take it for granted, theretore, that we 
will not be able to mature a plan by which the 


creased in a fair ratio, without consuming a great 
deal of the time of the House. I propose to the 


bill, that we should take a test vote upon the 


[Mr. Grow.] He proposes to strike out every- 
thing pertaining to the pay of commissioned offi- 
cers, and make the increase of pay only in the 
case of non-commissioned officers and privates. 
If his amendment does not prevail, then we should 
go to work and fix the compensation that ought 
to be paid to each officer. If there be a majority 
of the committee who are opposed to any increase, 
why, it is buta waste of time to be maturing now 
the amount that you are to pay to a brigadier gen- 
eral, a colonel, a major, &c. I hope that the 
question wili now be taken upon the amendment 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

‘The question recurred on Mr. Sotiers’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. ROBBINS. Is itin order to move to amend 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the! 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. SoLLeRs]is an 


ment is now In order. i 
Mr. ROBBINS. When the vote shall have! 
been taken on that amendment, I desire to offer 


j 
i 


one. 


| thousands can justly hope to attain it. 


The question was taken on Mr. Souters’s 
“amendment; and it Was not agreed to. 
“Mr. ROBBINS.: The amendment:now pend- | 
ing, 1 believe, is the one offered by my colleague, 


i [Mr. Grow;} is it not? 


The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

iW order that we may take a test vote, as sug- 
gested by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Org] I move to amend by striking out ‘the 
fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth lines, down to the 
word ** captain,” in the eighth tine; so that the 
‘bill will read, ** that the monthly pay proper, of 
the several grades of ‘the Army, hereinafter enu- 
merated, shall be at the following rates: a captain 
of cavalry, $85; &c. 

I repeat to the comniittee, that the object of my 
making that proposition is to have a test vote 
taken, as suggested by the gentleman from South 
Carolina. I would like the test vote to be taken 
on this amendment. I do not wish to make any 
remarks on it. = ` 

“Mr. PECKHAM. 
able? 

The CHAIRMAN. lis. 

Mr. PECKHAM.. I wish to amend it in this 
shape: Strike out the following words, between the 
fourth and sixth lines: ‘fa major general, $265; a 
brigadier general, $165,”’ and insert in lieu. of the 
figures, after the other grades, a8 follows: a colo- 
nel, $100; a lieutenant colonel, $160; a major, $90. 
Mr. PECKHAM. Mr. Chairman, the amend- 


Is that amendment amend- 


“ment proposed by me, and sent up to the Clerk’s 


desk, strikes out the proposed increase ag to the 
major general, the brigadier generals, and modi- 
fies the pay of the other grades down to that of 
captain. I believe, if we are to make any correc- 
tion atall in the bill, the one proposed is a proper 
one; and the committee can show its disposition 
to alter, as well with respect ‘to this amendnient, 
ag to any other. I do not propose to discuss the 
position taken by the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, {Mr. Cuwweman,] that we shall be satisfied if 
we can obtain men to fill up the service, and shall 
pay so much only as is necessary to that end. E 
ave no sort of doubt that you can procure men 
to accept the post of major generals for less than 
five thousand dollars a year. I have no doubt 
that persons could be found willing to become 
members of Congress for one quarter the amount 
we are now paid. Ihave no doubt you could 
obtain somebody to occupy the White House for 
one half the salary of $35,000, perhaps for less. 

Member. Twenty-five thousand dollars > 
salary. : 

Mi. PECKHAM. Twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars proper, and $10,000 for rent of house, furni- 
ture, &c. 

Mr. McNAIR, (interrupting.) T ask the gen- 
tleman, could men be procured to fill these places 
as well ? 

Mr. PECKHAM. That is a very different 
thing. But you-can fill them, certainly, I admit, 
not in a manner to promote the welfare of the 
country. Sir, there are many considerations 
which induce me to favor this additional pay to 
the Army, not only to the privates, the men in the 
ranks, but to the officers; and I am willing to 
include an increase to the major general, That 
position is rarely attained. Itis held only by one 
man in the service. It may be the goal of the 
ambition of every enterprising officer, but though 
long lives are spent in active service—in deeds of 
valor and high desert—yet not more than one in 
Mere 
length of service is not sufficient, promotion for 
deeds of gallantry is necessary—so that the con- 
fidence of the nation shall keep pace with the 
promotion. After a lifetime of toil and effort— 
of study as well as action—ought the highest mili- 


; tary position in our country to be meanly paid? 


So meanly, that every officer with a family dies in 
poverty who looks to his pay alone for support! 
The gentleman from Oregon [General Lane] has 
shown to the House that the whole amount of 


| pay and rations, &c., is barely sufficient to main- 


tain such an officer in the field, and 1 will say 
nothing on that subject. He has had practical 
knowledge. But, sir, as to the officers of a lower 
grade, we all know many who have spent an 
ordinary lifetime in the service, and have yet ar- 
rived at no higher position than captain in fact, 
with rank of lieutenant colonel by brevet—men 
of over forty years of age, who have spent over 
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twenty in the service, at the petty pay of about 
$1,500 a year, pay, rations, and all—obliged to 
travel from one extremity of this continent to the 
other—and as a gentleman behind me well says, 
with a family to maintain at home. Thisincludes 
allowance for servant and forage, which they are 
frequently compelled to expend—thus reducing 
their actual pay to about $1,000. 

Sir, the pay of all this class of officers, from 
captain down, is less than that of the clerks in 
the Departments. The clerks in all our offices” 
here, asa general thing, get far better pay. Let 
it also be borne in mind that this pay was fixed in 
early days by men who had the welfare of the | 
country at heart, who had knowledge on the sub- | 
ject, but fixed at a time when a dollar was worth 
more than a dollar and a half now. When we 
have raised the salaries of all the clerks here about 
us, the salaries of the Cabinet, and properly so, 
too, and of other officers throughout the land, why 
not be reasonable and just—not liberal, but just 
to the Army? I have no occasion to compliment 
the Army of our country, if our little band can be 
called an army. They require no compliments. 
They stand in need of © material aid,” and I hope 
this House will grantit. [ was very much pained 
to hear my worthy and distinguished friend from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] state to the House 
that he would not raise the salary of any man who 
receives more than forty dollars a month. I was 
‘sorry to hear it, I shall not allude to any motive | 
that would induce gentlemen here to pay privates 
and not pay officers. That while the one might 
be popular, the other might be odious; I do not 
believe that that is enlightened public sentiment. 
The people are willing to-do justice to all, and I 
did think that the position of my friend was taking 
a step lower as to pay than his uniformly high- į 
toned manly course had induced me to expect 

from him. 

Mr. LETCHER. The argument of the gentle- 
man from New York illustrates exactly this, and 
nothing more; that because you have taken one 
false step, you must take another. His argument 


i abilty, ill-directed efforts of volunteers, will not be 


and uphold a due system of rank and order. We 
have been officially informed that four thousand 
men are needed for the Army; that such is the 
want of troops on our froutier, there is no safety 


depredations are of constant occurrence. Can an 
American Congress allow such a state of things to | 
continue? Soldiers are wanted, and soldiers must | 
be had. And, sir, they can only be had by thej 
means designated by the bill—an increase of pay. 
lt will not answer to say that our citizens can 
protect themselves. Jt is the duty of Government 
to protect them—a duty that cannot be dispensed 
with. Besides, I am unwilling to trust to the loose 
and disjointed action of our citizens, conducted 
without system and authority. ‘Phe, in all prob- 

H 
half so good in the way of protection as those of | 
our regular soldiery. Moreover, their acts will 
be those of men heated by revenge, and reckless 
of right, and not of men well-tempered and just— 
of soldiers always standing by the law, and onl 
operating in a hostile manner to bring about and 
to secure peace, law, and order in the country. | 
And, sir, in addition to these observations, it may 
be added, that the expense of this species of war- 
fare would be enormous, and would at last be de- 
frayed by the Government that had failed to per- 
form its duty in the first instance. 

And here, sir, { will say a word or two on the 
proposed increase of pay for the soldier. If this 
question were submitted to the people of the : 
United States, they would say, give such an 
amendment as will command the services of proper 
| men for the ranks—of Americans, if it be practi- 
cable, whom you now exclude by your low rates. 
Depend not, as you have been doing, upon for- 
eigners, who may be willing to take a pittance; 
but offer such a sum for enlistment as will induce 
ardent and patriotic young citizens to leave their 
peaceful shades, and array themselves under the 
banner of their country; especially under the pres- 
ent bill, which stimulates ambition by opening the 
door of preferment to merit and good conduct. 

I will now briefly notice some remarks that 


is, that because Congress have increased the sala- i 
ries of the clerks and other employees of the Gov- 
ernment, a step admissedly wrong, and because a 
dollar ten or twenty years ago was worth more 
than a dollar now, it follows, as a necéssary con- 
sequence, that you must increase the pay of the | 
Army officers and men to a corresponding extent. 
You have started wrong, but because you have 
started, you must go on wrong. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I would like to ask the 
gentleman what percentage upon the present pay 
it is proposed to give these men? 

Mr. LETCHER. l do not know precisely, | 
but I suppose abouttwenty per cent. I judge from | 
the fact that that is about the proportion that is 
kept up in the various departments of Govern- 
ment. I presume that is about the percentage | 
that is proposed to pay by this bill. 

Mr. PECKHAM. The gentleman is mistaken. 
It is less than ten per cent. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, I think, if the 
gentleman will take the pay of all these officers, 
he will find that I am not far from right. The 
increase in the case of the rank and file is more 
than twenty per cent. 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Rosaixs’s 
amendment. 

Mr. HUNT, in substance, said: Mr. Chair- 
man, I have been shocked at the attack which has 
been made on the Army of the country. It was 
traly remarked by the eloquent gentlernan from 
Maryland, that in times of danger men are ready 
to do honor to those to whom ‘their liberties are 
intrusted, and to increase their pay. But, sir, 
what do we now witness? A barbarous assault 
is made upon the Army. Some gentlemen are 
unwilling to fill up its diminished ranks, and to 
supply the numbers necegsary to meet the exi- 
gencies of the times; while others, though willing 
to recruit the service, and to give an increased pay 
to the privates, wholly refuse to do equal justice | 
to the officers, by increasing their slender pay. 

Mr. Chairman, the Army is a military system, 
and as such, it should be fairly keptup. Justice 
should be done alike to the officer and to the sol- | 
dier. It is demagogism to declare, ‘I love the , 
men, but cannot love the officers.” A wise man 
and a patriot will properly appreciate each class, 


have been made in the Course of the debate. It | 
was substantially contended by an opponent of 
the bill, that the families of officers ought not to 
be provided for like those of gentlemen in civil 
life; that their children ought not to be educated in 
the arts and sciences, and trained in the accom- 
plishments and refinements of polite society; and 
it was especially insisted that officers and their 
families’ ought not to go to balls and routs. He 
who imagines that he can commend himself to 
favor by such narrow and illiberal views, deludes 
himself, and does great injustice to the good sense 
and good feeling of any portion of the American 
constituency. 

I have proposed to increase the pay of a major 
general with a view to make these desultory ob- 
servations; but I am led by the proposition to sub- 
mit a few remarks suggested by it. The pay of 
| the general-in-chief of the Army is altogether in- 
adequate, considering his position, and apart from 
his distinguished services to the country. Sir, 
gentlemen who are opposed to increasing the pay 
of such an officer, do not reflect upon the expenses 
incident to his position, and upon the long or ex- 
traordinary course of services necessary to obtain 
| his commission, and upon the skill, knowledge, 
and ability requisite for the performance of those | 
services. In any other country than our own, 


i 
i 


country, would have secured the largest fortune, 
as well asthe highest honor. In ours, it. leaves 
the hero nothing beyond his fame, and the love 
and heart-felt gratitude of his fellow-citizens—the 
noblest and sweetest of human rewards, truly— 
but still, such as ought also to be accompanied | 
with the comforts and enjoyments which wealth 
could supply to him and his family. 

Mr, Chairman, it was the knowledge of the nar- | 
row fortune of our illustrious fellow-citizen that | 
led a neighboring nation, not long since, to ima- 
gine that he might accept her chief magistracy or 
imperial rule. But, sir, it was a vain and delusive | 
imagination. Faithful to his country, and true to 
his fame, the noble patriot clung fast to his com- 
mission. May his virtue inspire us with a proper 
feeling to do him justice in regard to rank and for- 


i 
| 


i 
i 
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for life and property there, and that murders and || 


| 


i proposition to increase the pay of these officers 


| 


such services as General Scott has rendered his || 
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and long service necessary to reach that position 
in the regular Army. Such an officer mùst'be 
a man of science; not only be a thorough and 
accomplished soldier, in a limited or merely tech- 
nical sense, but a jurisconsult and international 
lawyer, fit to negotiate treaties, and, if necessary, 
| to do as General Scott did in Mexico, frame and 
| promulgate in the midst of arms a wise and no- 
ble code of laws and morals adapted to the cir- 
cumstances in which fortune had placed the.victor 
and the vanquished,a code which would estublish 
his reputation alike for hamanity and wisdom. 
The remarks in respect to the pay of a major 
general have their application in’ ‘a-proper degree 
| to the inferior grades of authority. Let us then, . 
| Mr. Chairman, stand as well by the officers as by 
i the soldiers of the Army. Let us cherish science. 
Let us honor patriotism. Let us reward service. 
It is said that we have all the officers that we 

i need, and that others not in serviceare in waiting 
for advancement. Whatof it? Does this prove 

| that service ought not to be properly rewarded ? 
i ids it contended that we may have ignorant’ men 
for low prices? Shame upon such barbarism ' 
| What gentleman would dare to stand befotè an 
enlightened constituency, and maintain such a 

i Beppe : 
{Here the hammer fell.] d 

| Mr. PAELPS. I was not aware that any 
i gentleman here had assailed the officers of the 
Array. In aay remarks 1 have made, I have been 
far from assailing the character of any officer of 
the Army of the United States; and, therefore, 
the remarks in which the gentleman from Louis- 


i 
l 
i 


i; lana [Mr. Hunt] has indulged can have no ap- 


i 
i 
| 
i 
| 


plication to anything I may have said. L have 


|i obtained the floor for the purpose, if permitted to 


| do so, as I know it is not exactly in order, of in- 
| dicating what | desire to offer as a substitute for 
the bill under consideration. I desire to present 
| it to the committee at this time, entertaining, the 
opinion that—— ' or 
Mr. WALSH. I rise to a question of order. 
Is the gentleman from Missouri speaking to the 
amendment under consideration? H 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is speak- 
| ing in opposition to it. . 
| Mr. PHELPS. It must be apparent to every 
i gentleman here, that we are not prepared at this 
session of Congress to legislate correctly, with 
| reference to the increase. of salaries and campen- 
i sation to be given to the officers of the Army. 
: The gentleman from Louisiana correctly remarked 
i that at this time there is a deficiency of men in the 
| Army. If there is a deficiency, let us remedy the 
| existing evil, and let us provide for filling up the 
i rank and file of the Army, in order to maintain 
peace upon the frontier. If there wasa deficiency 
| of officers, and if they were resigning their com- 
| missions because of the inadequacy of their pay, 
; E would increase their pay so as to command the 
| services of good and efficient officers. But just 
| atthe close of the session there is no time to de- 
| termine what should be the proper compensation. 
| There is no pressing necessity for action upon the 


how, and we can just as well postpone it to some 
future time. It is for this reason I shall propose, 
as soon as I can have an opportunity, a substitute 
for this bill which shall provide an increase of 
| pay for the rank and file of the Army, retaining 
i Such provisions of this bill as relate merely to the 
| rank and file. . 

| Mr. WALSH. LI insist upon my question .of 
order. The gentleman stated that he desired to 
oppose the amendment of the gentleman from 
Louisiana, but he is telling us about a new prop- 
osition which he desires to submit to the commit- 
tee. The gentleman has spoken eleven times al- 
ready upon this question 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri is in order, as he is speaking in opposition 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana, (Mr. Hoyr.] 

Mr. PHELPS. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana is to increase the pay of 
the major general, as proposed in this bill. [think 
it is legitimate to argue againat it by saying that we 
are not prepared at this time to decide whether the 
pay of the major general, or any other officer of 


i 


| the Army named in the first section of the. bill, 


tune. He who asserts that the pay of a major 
general in our service is too large, has failed to n 
consider or to appreciate the knowledge, labor,» 


ought to be increased It seems to be the general 
desire of the commitiee that that branch of the 
question should be postponed for fature considera- 
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of * ‘Question P Question 17] 
ALSH. -Is an amendment in order 


IRMAN. Not.at this time; there is 
ñt. to an amendment pending. ~<. 

io ön. the amendment of the gen- 
isiana {Mr. Hunt] to the amend- 
tileman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 


ries 


T. ‘I propose to withdraw my 


ndment. . 

“Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

- The question was taken on Mr. Hunr’s amend- 
ment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. WALSH. I 
ment to the first section of the bill: ; 

Section first, line sixteen, strike out the words < twenty- | 
Three,’ and insert: thirty-two” in the nineteenth line, 
strike out the word “ eighteen,’ and insert “twenty-eight” 

~ in the twentieth line—— f ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
would suggest to the gentleman from New York 

“that that amendment will be in order presently, 
‘but at this time it is not. The pending ‘amend- 

-Ment is the’ amendment of the gentleman from 
“Peinsylvania, (Mr. Rossins,} to strike out all 
“from ‘the ‘end of the fourth line to the words ‘‘a 
eaptain,” inthe eighth line. as 
"Mr. McMULLIN. I move to amend by di- 
“Mminishing the amount proposed to be paid to the | 
miajor general twenty dollars. 
© T'was surprised, Mr. Chairman, at the speech 
“of my worthy friend from Louisiana. I was sur- 

: prised at the arguments he used in advocating, as 
“he did, the policy of increasing the salary of that 
Officer. [understood the honorable gentleman as 
charging, in his speech, that attacks had been 
“made upon the Army. Who-—allow me to ask 
that honorable gentleman—has attacked the Army 
here to-day? À 

Mr. HUNT. Those who do not want to em- 
ploy sdidiers at their proper rate of pay. 
` Mr; McMULLIN.. If the gentleman intended 
to allude to me in his remarks, I expressly de- 

“elared my purpose to. vote to increase the pay of 
-the hon-com ntissioned officers and privates, but at 
the same time I expréssed’ my unwillingness to 
“increase the pay of the commissioned officers. 
We heird, too; from the ‘same gentleman, some 
other charges preférred against members of this 
“Blouse... Ido ‘not know to whom he alluded when 

speaking of demagogism’ I hope the gentle- 
mai did not mean to include me within the scope 
of that term.: } have heard other gentlemen, not 
in public speeches, but in conversation, speaking 
of demagogism. Sir, I tell this committee, the 
House, and the country, that when i undertake 
to'demagogue, if Edo so at all $ 

Mr. HUNT, (interrapting.) One word. On 
my hoñorT had not the gentleman in my mind: 

Mr. McMULLIN. Ido not believe the gen- 

- tlemån from ‘Lousiana intended to include me. 
But the charge has been preferred against some- | 
body. 

‘ Mr, STUART, of Michigan. I rise toa question 
of order. I submit that the remarks of the gen- 
_tleman from Virginia are not pertinent, inasmuch 
as they do not concern the question before the 
“committee, which is to decrease the pay of the | 
‘major general. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 

thar the gentleman from Virginia is hardly in or- 

“der. a = > 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I am replying to the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Louisiana, and if} 
my remarks are out of order, his were out of or- 
der. ‘But I desire to proceed in order strictly. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair would stateto | 
the gentleman from Virginia, that the rule allows | 
five minutes for a speech in opposition to, and 
five minutes in explanation of, an amendment. i 

t 
t 


Mr. MeMULLIN. I am aware of that. 
desire to state, in connection with the amendmen 
which F have offered, that while these gentlemen 
are scientifc men, as stated by the gentleman from | 
Louisiana, they are educated at the expense of the 
country, and not only that, if they fall upon the 


|| field of battle, their widows are provided for by | 


U offer. the. following amen fi 


‘law. Sit, Jam the last man in this House to de- | 
l tract from the merits of these gallant men, but 
when we are paying them a fair and adequate com- 
pensation, I hold'that it is not right that this com- | 
mittee should still increase their pay. Ifthe Army | 
is not.ad efficient one, and it is admitted not to 
‘bë, let men come forward and increase the pay of 
| the rank and file, and I will vote -for it. A have 
not-known of an instance of any officer resigning 
because of the inadequacy of his salary. 

, [Here the hammer fell.J 0" 

“Mr, MeMULLIN, by unanimous consent, then 
withdrew. his amendment. : oO ee 

Mr. GOODRICH offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the enacting clause of the 
bill : ‘ S : ` 

That the grade of lieutenant general be, and the same is 
hereby, revived in the Army of the United States, in order- 
that when, in the opinion of the. President and Senate, it 
shall be deemed proper to acknowledge eminent services of 
ainajor general of the Army in the late war with Mexico, in 
the mode already provided for in subordinate grades, the 
grade of lieutenant general may be specially conferred by 
brevet, and ~by‘brevet only, to take rank from the date of 
such service or services: Provided, however, That when 
the said grade of lieutenant general by brevet shall have 
once been filled, and have become vacant, so much of this 
bill a revives Said grade in the Army shallexpire and be of 
no effect. $ 


Mr. FAULKNER. I rise to a question of 
order. I submit that that amendment is out of 
order. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon.” Certainly it is not. 
The effect of it would be to reorganize the Army. 

Mr. GOODRICH,’ The object of the bill, ac- 
cording to its title, is “to regulate the pay and 
increase the efficiency of the Army of the United 
States, and for other purposes.” Now, I should like 
to know what. that ‘for other purposes’? means, 
if it will not cover such an amendment as this. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will not un- 
dertake now to decide whether the amendment of | 
the gentlemen from Massachusetts will be in order 
to any portion of the bill or not. He certainly 
decides that it is notin order as an amendment to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, which isto strike outa portion of the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend by 
excepting the first line that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania proposes to strike out. He. pro- 
poses to strike out seven lines. I propose to 
retain one of those lines. j 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is not in 
order. There is an amendment to an amendment 
already pending. ` 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to know the 
reason why it is not in order? I ask the Chair 
to decide. 

The ‘CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is in order, but he thinks the effect will 
be, if adopted, to retain that line in the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER, That is precisely what I 
propose. The gentleman from Pennsylvania pro- 
posed to strike out from the commencement of 
the section. I propose to strike out after the 
word ‘* rates,” in the fourth line, to the words “a 


captain,” in the eighth, so that the clause will 
read: ~ 

That the monthly pay proper of the several grades of the 
Army, hereinafter enumerated, shall be at the following 
rates: a captain of artillery and infantry, seventy-five dol- 
lars, &c. 

Mr. ROBBINS. That is necessary to make 
my amendment intelligible. I accept it. 

Mr. LETCHER, The gentleman may accept | 
it after I have made my remarks upon it. I have 
offered this amendment merely for the purpose of 
showing that the proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania will not work atall. If you 
strike out all down to the word ‘ captain,” a cap- 
tain of infantry and artillery will then receive 
eighty-five dollars per month, while a major, under 
the present law, will get only $65.50 per month | 
—$24 50 more than a major will receive; and with | 
the balance there would be the same dispropor- | 
tion. A lieutenant of artillery would get fifty- | 

H 
| 


seven dollars, which is within $3 50 of whata 
major gets. My object was merely to call atten- 
tion to that difficulty in the amendment of ‘the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. a >a 

Mr: FAULKNER: I am glad that my'col- | 
league has calle-attention to the proposed amend- 
ment, because the scheme of compensation recom- ! 
mended by the committee, has been carefully 
made out in view of the relative rank of all ‘the 


officers of the army. .The:amendment would 
derange the proper proportion of pay. between the 
officers, and introduce disorder and confusion. 

Mr. GROW. If my amendment prevailed, 
would the pay of sergeant-major be greater than 
that of lieutenant? : fk i a 
Mr, FAULKNER. It would not. | 

Mr. ROBBINS accepted Mr. LETCHER?s amend- 
ment as a-modification of his own amendment. 

“The question then recurred on Mr. Rozsins’s 
amendment. 

-Mr. ROBBINS demanded tellers, 

` Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, McMu Luin 
and WHEELER were appointed. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Before the vote is taken, by 
the consent of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
I desire to modify his amendment, so as to make 
the pay of major ninety dollars per month. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania cannot accept theamend ment, for he pro- 
poses to strike out those very words. 

‘Mr. PECKHAM. Then I move to amend by 


‘inserting, as the pay of major, ninety dollars, 


instead of ninety-five dollars per ménth. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. ` f 
` 'Pne question was then taken on Mr. Rospins’s 
amendment; and the tellers reported—ay es forty- 
nine, noes not counted. ~ a. og 

So the'amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred upon’ Mr. Grow’s 
amendment. Eai 7 PINEA 
Mr, JONES, of Tennessee, demanded. tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. PmLLIPS, 

and Davis of Rhode Island, were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes.76, noes 53. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WALSH. I suppose my amendment is 
now in order. : 

Mr. WaLrsa’s amendment was reported, as 
follows: f f , 

Strike ont all after the word ¢ dollars” in the fourteenth 
line, to and including the word “dollars” in the twenty- 
sixth line, and insert ‘a sergeant major, quartermaster ser- 
geant, principal musician, chief bugler, principal farrier, 
and ordnance-sergeant, twenty three dollars; to each first 
sergeant of a company of dragoons, mounted riflemen, artil- 
lery, and ifffantry, :wenty-one dollars ;.10 all other sergeants 
of. those artis, twenty eight: dollars ; to.a.corporal of dra- 
goons and mounted riflemen, twenty-five dollars; to a 
corporal of artillery-and infantry, twenty five dollars ;‘to a 
farrier, blacksmith, ‘saddler, ‘and artificer of dragoons, 
mounted riflemen, and artillery, fifteen dolars ; to a bugler 
of dragoons and mounted riflemen, twelve dollars; toa 
musician of artillery.and infantry, eleven dollars 5 to a pri- 
vote of dragoons and mounted riflemen, eleven dollars ; and 
to a private of artillery and infantry, ten dollars,” 


Mr. WALSH. The abuses which exist in the 
Army are so numerous and so intolerably flagrant, 
and have been clung to with such. pertinacity— 
with such a contumacious disregard of public sen- 
timent on the subject, that the indignation of the 
people, thus arofised, has at length imperatively 
demanded some action on the subject by Congress, 
which should at least partially correct, the evil. 
The bill reported by the Committee on Military 
Affairs;‘now under discussion, and to which Í 
have offered a salutary and very reasonable amend- 
ment, is claimed, by its supporters, to meet this 
demand. But, while its pretended design itto aid 
those most deserving, and most in need of aid, a 
little scratiny will readily convince every honest 
and unprejudiced man that its real purpose is to 
give the eggs to the commissioned officers, and the 
soup, in which they have been boiled, to the. poor 
ss officers and privates. [Laugh- 
ter ta 

Now, sir, I, for one, shall join inno vulgar war- 
fare against the officers as such. I shall not echo 
the demagogue cry that they are already receiving 
entirely too much pay, but Í do insist that that of 
the private, the mechanic, and the other hard 
working, harder used, and miserably remunerated 


“mety attached to the. Army, should be increased 


to, at least, the extent set forth in my amendment. 
I am well ‘satisfied that while itis much more 
pleasant to be a colonel, or even ‘captain, at fifty 
centsa month, than to be a private at twenty dol- 
lars, men: who are capable of performing the du- 


{| ties of officers are not so overflowing with ques- 


tionable patriotism and self-sacrifice as to work 
for nothing for a Government which can squander 
millions annually upon the most unworthy objects, 


|i Sir, if our coast were blockaded, our commerce 


driven from the seas, our Treasury empty, our 


1854, 
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credit and resources exhausted, and our soil pol- 
luted by the presence of a foreign foe, there is no 


lngly assume, and patiently endure his full share 
of the general calamity. 
peace, and unexampled prosperity like the pres- 
ent, with a surplus of thirty millions in the Treas- 
ury, and a grasping and unscrupulous horde of 
vultures taxing their miserable wits, and vile in- 


genuity, to devise schemes by which they may | 


deplete it, no man is called upon, or indeed justi- 
fied, in sacrificing himself or family by serving the 
Government for a compensation less than that to 
which he is by his capacity or services entitled. 
Sir, after all the laudation which has so repeat- 
edly been here heaped upon the * poor soldier,” 
and the ‘working man,” E had confidently hoped 
that some gentleman would have saved me the 
necessity of having to offer this amendment in 
their behalf. Latterly, I have had no desire to 
speak on those subjects, because I have a great 
aversion—l feel an utter abhorrence at the bare 
thought of being confounded, even in the remotest 
degree, with those hollow-hearted individuals who 


clamor so loudly and incessantly about the wrongs |! 


and sufferings of the industrious poor, while gen- 
erally proverbial, where Known, as among those 
most instrumental in producing those wrongs, and 
most inexorably rapacious in preying upon those 
sufferings. 1 need not tell this House, nor the 
world, that I have rendered at least as much ser- 
vice to, and made as many and as bitter sacrifices 
for the working classes and the poor, as any man 
who ever occupied a seat upon this floor; but I 
have heard so much in favor of the ‘ bard-fisted” 
working man from those who could not them- 
selves be beat to a hard days work with a club, 
{Inughter;] ! have heard so much about land 
monopoly from the largest land owners in the 
United States; | have heard so much driveling 
and impudent profession upon all those matters, 
by men whose daily acts violate their professions, 
that | have ‘not only a delicacy, but an absolute 
repugnance towards saying anything on such oc- 
casions, when Í can avoid it with anything like 
justice to myself, and those whom I have, at all 
times and in all places, defended when defense 
was needed, and promised to effect any good. 
The great evil of the present day is an entire 
absence of all real faith and sincerity. We have 
a plenty of empty professions. ‘fhe world is 


literally satiated with loud sounding professions, | 


as hollow as the hearts of those who make them. 
Mankind now want practice, not preaching. The 
Christianity of religion, and the Democracy of 
politics have become mere idle abstractions, at 
least with those who claim to be the chosen ex- 
pounders and defenders of each. Their great; 
humanizing mission is treated as an obsolete idea, 
andis chiefly used by heartless hypocrites as an 
effective means of gulling the multitude whom 
they are plundering, while deluding. If we are 
to havearistocrats, and there does not seem to be 
any likelihood of getting rid of them very soon, 
let them be men of diamond breastpins, Spanish 
cloaks, gaudy equipages, and a bearing as proud 
as the promptings of their hearts would have it. 
Let us have men who openly avow their purpose 
to the world, and advertise their intention of ren- 
dering the rights ‘and interests of all subservient 
to their own luxurious enjoyment and personal 
paniami and while I cannot approve the heart- 
essness of such conduct, while ‘I despise and 
detest the craven servility of the masses who sub- 
mit to it, I cannot but admire the boldness and 
independence, which, seeking no justification be- 
yond its own caprice and power, indignantly 
spurns concealment. [can stand almost anything 
which is open, bold, and manly, but I loathe, de- 
test, and execrate grasping avarice, and intolerant 
purse proud aristocracy, when, hypocritically as- 
suming the garb of mock humility, it unblush- 
ingly styles itself ‘* Democracy, and the poor 
man’s friend,” 

{Flere the hammer fell, ] 

{Cries of “Go on!” * Go on!” all over the 
Hall} 

Mr. INGERSOLL obtained the floor in oppo- 
sition to the amendment, but yielded to Mr. 
Wars. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
New York wish to oppose the amendment? 

Mr. WALSH. No, sir; Í do not belong to 


atriotic man in the country who would ‘not wil- | 


Butina timeof profound |! 


j 


i 


li protect—not prey upon—the misfortunes of the 


|| poverty, at the present day, and at all other times | 


seer 


question. I would inquire of the Chair if further 
amendment be now in order? 5 

The CHAIRMAN. ktis. 

Mr. WALSH. Then I move an increase of 
one dollar more per month to the proposed pay of 
the soldiers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman cannot | 
move to amend his own amendment, but he may 
move to amend that portion of the bill proposed to 
be stricken out. : 

Mr. ORR. .f move to amend the amendment 
of the geutlegan from New York, by reducing the 
proposed pay of privates from eighteen dollars to 
eleven dollars: ‘l have no remark to make. 

Mr. WALSH. I hope that amendment will 
not prevail. It must be weil known to allthat our 
Army differs essentially in certain respects from 
all other armies. It does not move and act, 
during times like the present, in large bodies. It | 
is sparsely scattered over a vast frontier, where, 
it is often absolutely necessary that a single soldier 
shall rely exclusively on his.own individual intel- 
ligence—where he has no one but himself to con- f 
sult, and consequently he should be a-man of 
much higher intelligence and energy, than can be | 
procured, in any number, for less than twenty | 
dollars a month. Five thousand of. the right 
sort of men, sir, are far better for our purposes | 
than seven, or even ten thousand, of those who | 
can, as a general thing, be entrapped at the present 
shamefully pitiful prices. It may, and doubtless 
is, perfectly appropriate, that a heartless, grasp- | 
ing, and inexorable wretch in private life, should | 
| take every possible advantage of. the necessities 
j of his fellow men, but it is utterly disgraceful in 
ja great, wealthy, and prosperous nation, like 
| ours, to imitate the base example. Its duty is to 


| 


| 
i 
{ 
| 


_ most helpless and destitute portion of its citizens. 
| Poverty has been repeatedly coupled with dis- | 
grace, during the debates of this session, and even | 
by men, too, who affect great love for the working 
classes. 

The term loafer, has been repeatedly applied to 
! the most industrious and deserving men—to men 
| whose only offense has been that of being so ab- 
| jectly poor, as to be compelled to accept whatever | 
| pittance selfishness and injustice might deign to | 
offer for their services and labor. Sir, a man’s | 


for anything I have ever been able to learn to the 
contrary, is far oftener the result of an unshaken 
| devotion to principle, far oftener the legitimate 
; consequence of a generous and high-toned nature, 
than of any want of worth or competency in the | 
individual. Rich men are usually much more || 
indebted for their wealth to their heartlessness | 
than any superior ability. How can you expect |; 
to get soldiers for seven, or even ten dollars a | 
month? If they received three times what even | 
I propose to give them, they. would, with the ex- | 


H 


i 
| 


ception of sailors and marines, be, by far, the jj 
| worst paid persons in the service of the Govern- | 
ment. 
We are very ready to claim, and very desirous | 
of appropriating to. the national fame, all the glory 
which the fatigue, the privation, the peril, and the | 
suffering of the poor private won for our arms in | 
Mexico; but. what was our treatment of these 
ame penniless heroes before they left? What i 
as it been since their return? Why, sir, the best: 
| recruiting officer the Governmenthad inthe North | 


i during that war--and to the eternal disgrace of iy 


| those who permitted it, be it said—was the atro- 
! cious vagrant act. Yes; under its infamous pro- 
| visions hundreds of unoffending men were kid- | 
| napped, many of them from famishing families, to || 
i win rags, wretchedness, and broken constitutions | 
(if not graves) for themselves, while winning im- i 
| mortality for their commanders, and imperishable || 
i glory for the nation, by which they have been |! 
; thus inhumanly outraged. Their treatnentin every | 


f 
i 
1 
| 


fi respect has been the same. The Government, ! 


| finding it impossible, even with the aid of this kid- | 
napping process, to obtain a half sufficiency of : 
men at seven dollars a month, offered one hundred | 
i and sixty acres of jand to each soldier who should || 
i Now, the Gov- 
‘ernment price of this land is one dollar and a 
: quarter an acre, which would make two hundred !! 
Why not then give them that amount | 
Because it would not enable those who 


Hi 
H 


i dollars. 
in cash? 


penniless, clothesless, an 
return. re ng : 
Many of my own. personal: associates, among ` 
even the world-renowned New York volunteers, 
were so necessitated, on their return home, as to 
be compelled, in consequence of the'combination © 
which then existed among the rich’ rascals who. ' 
speculated in land warrants, to dispose of their 
warrants forless than twenty-five dollars. Under 
the present state of things,:we have'generals for 
Presidents, colonels for Congressmen, and prie: 
vates for the poor house and potter’s field, Ihave: 
no objection to the first; but Lb want something 
better for the private than a lfe- of- suffering, 


d war-worn soldier on hia 


| penury, and degradation, a wretched death, and ` 


apauper’s grave. This is no mere declaration. 
Many of these self-same volunteers, even, who 
fought as gallantly, and suffered as uscomplain- 
ingly as ever men fought or suffered, died, inthe- 


i very midst of the city they had honored, of abso-. 
igr: want, and were interred in potter’s field, and 
p 


is, to0,:where clamorous patriotism and canting: 

hilanthropy revel in the most sumptuous and 
superabundant luxury. Numbers of otbers-have:: 
only been saved trom a like fate by the generous 
aid of companions nearly as poor as themselves; :. 
I trust, therefore, the committee will see the abso-'. 
lute necessity, to say nothing of the justice, of. 
increasing the pay of the soldier to something 
near a proper return for his services, and-‘J.also 
hope that gentlemen who have been: advocating: 
the mechanics will evince the sincerity of their 


; professions by vating in favor of my.amendment. ° 


_Mr. BRIDGES. 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. : $ 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Jones, of Ten- 
| nessee, having taken the chair as Speaker pro 
tempore, the Chairman of the.committee reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had under consideration, according 
to the special order of the House, Senate bill (No, 
119) “to regulate the pay, and increase the effi- 
ciency of the Army of the United States, and for 
other purposes,” and had come to no resolution 
thereon. : : 7 z 

Mr. ORR. T ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer the following resolutions: ` 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re-.. 
quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 


1 move that the committee: 


| with the pubtic interests, the correspondence between the 


Secretary of State and our Minister to the Netherlands, in 
the case of Captain Walter M. Gibson. ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be ro- 
quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 
with the public interests, the correspondence from the Con- 
sul General of Egypt on the subject of the expulsion of the 
Greeks trom Egypt. 

The question was taken; and the resolutions 
were severally adopted. 


Mr. SOLLERS. I move that the House’ do. 
now adjourn, f ; eo hue j 

‘The motion was agreed to. Pe 

The House thereupon (at thirty-five minutes’ 
past three o’clock, p, m.) adjourned till to+mor~" 
row at Il o'clock, a. m. i 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 27, 1854. 


Prayer by Rev. Hewry Sicer. , 
The Secretary proceeded to read. the Journal of 
esterday. At the end of five minutes— 
Mr. BRODHEAD said: I presume it will take 
half an hour to read-the remainder of the Journal. 
Yesterday morning we suspended the: reading of 
the Journal of the previous. day. | hope the same 
course. will be pursued now. : 

The PRESIDENT., It requires unanimous 
consent. ls there objection? 

Mr. CHASE, | I object. 

The Secretary continued, and concluded the 
reading of the Journal; and it was approved. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received fram the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKray, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed a bill making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855, in which they re» 
quested the concurrence of the Senate. 

Theabove named bill was read a first and second 


i| gave it togo in with land speculators and knavish.|; time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
those who blow beth hot and cold on the same |! brokers, and realize fortunes, by plundering the i! Finance. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


rico SHARP’S RIFLE., Lowes 
+ TOUCEY submitted the following resolu- 
tions which was considered by unanimous consent, 
andiagreed toro l gh ce Lowe Seg ee 
Resolved, That-the: Committee on. Military -Affairs be in- 
stiucted:to inquire inlothe expediency of an appropriation, 


See 


of 


e United States i 
CAPTAIN LESLIE COOMBBe: |. 
Mr SHIELDS: submitted the following resolu- 
‘tions: which was-considered by unanimous consent, 
and.agteed'to: p pipec aged eile ay a 

Resotyed,Thatthe Committee on Pensions be, and they- 
are-hereby, instracted ito ingnire into the expediency of.al-. 
lowing the Jate Captain Leslie Coombs, all the arrearages 
of pension justly due'to hime. iSo ie ae 
vag MRS. BATCHELDER..« 3: > 

-Mro ADAMS, ©Lmove to. postpone-the prior 
orders: with ‘a view’ of: taking: up the bill for the 
relief! of Mrs: Batchelder. ` ae 

IMr. WADE: Will the: Senator allow me t 
make.a.report:from the: Committee on Claims? - 

‘Mr. ADAMS. I insist on‘ my: motion, and ask 
for a:vote upon ite - ta : ; 

Mr» UNTER. <I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from. Mississippi, that if he will allow us to 
finish the: civil and diplomatic appropriation bill 
to-day, he.can, after that, get up his bill much 
more'easily than now. ~- We ought to finish that 
bill to-day, sothat the House may have a chance 
of: seeing our amendments, I+ will not. be long 
before the day ‘of adjournment comes round, and 
I hope we shall:go immediately to the considera- 
tionsof* that bill, ©- Pgs UAN 

Mr. BADGER. I hope so too, È 

Mr. ADAMS. I have great anxiety for the 
consideration of thé bill which I propose to take 
upyand would not think of continuing its consid- 
eration longer than'the morning hour, but if the 
general ‘wish be that we shall go on with the civil. 
and ‘diplomatic appropriation bill, I will give way 
for that:purpose.,.~ 
ao . CIVIL-AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. . 

„Mr HUNTER, 1 move then to postpone the 
prior order, for the purpose of taking up the bill 
fromthe House of Representatives “ making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 
1855.7? 1 hope Senators will permit it to be taken 
up so.that we may finish it to-day. 

Mrs CHASE. i trust:that the Senator:.will 
allow, the committees ‘to report, 0 ; 

“Mr HUNTER. “| hope wé shall devote to-day 
tothe civil and diplomatic bill, and-reports can. be 
made to-morrow.: > : sees ʻi 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ac- 
cordingly: resumed:the consideration of the bill. ` 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. 1 move to: reconsider 
the vote by which. the, Senate yesterday rejected 
the amendment of the honorable Senator. from 
Delaware, (Mr. Ciayton,} allowing the same 
compensation to the clerks.in the State Depart- 
ment as to. those in the other Departments. 

The PRESIDENT. That motion will be re- 
ceived, but it cannot be considered at present, as 
there is an amendment offered yesterday by the 
Senator from Florida, (Mr. Matiory,} which 
is pending, to.add the following as an additional 
section: : 


| Bec. —. Aiud be it further enacted, That the President of 
the. United States be nuthorizedand directed: te: appoint 
two persons to investigate aod. eolleet proof, under :the 
Austructions of the Department of the futerior, of the gep- 
redations upon private property by the Indians in Florida, 
sibsequent to the 25th of December, 1835—the report and 
testimony to be submitted.to Congress at its next session. : 


‘Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 1 am friendly to the 
amendment of the Senator from Florida, but 
therë is ad exactly similar case in Iowa, and I 
trust, therefore, that my friend from Florida will 
allow the benefits of his amendment to be extended 
to my State. Weare twin sisters; we were born 
together, and I hope we shall not be separated in 
any measure of redress when we have alike suf- 
fered. I move, therefore, to add after “Florida” 
the words “and Towa’? In that frontier State 


we suffered from like dépredations. { trust, there- |. 


fore, my friend will ‘agree to my amendment. 
“Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, the testimony 
which it is sought to elicit by. the amendment 
which I have offered, was once obtained by ofi- 
éers-of the Army. who were detailed for that pur- 
pose, so that I presume this will involve no addi- 
tional expense whatever. The information was | 


ucted: i ¿the exp : | tion desired... I should have no objection to a 
for- thë purchase of the Sharp rifle, forthe use of the Army | 


| can :-see:no similarity between the two cases. 


filed-at the Department; but, by some means, haa 
gone out of the possession of the War Department, 
and is beyond their reach. It is highly necessary, 
in:view of the private claims continually coming 
up,.that the Department should have the informa-. 


separate: proposition for the State of Lowa; but I 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed | 
to, and the amendment, as amended, was adopted... 
Mr: WELLER. -1s there any amgndmentnow 
before the Senate? . F ue fea A 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. If the Senator from 
California. will indulge me, I will make a brief 
statement in reference to the motion to reconsider, 
which I made. i TeS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Briant in 
the chair.) There is another amendment which. 
was passed over on Saturday last. It is one re- 
orted from the Committee on Finance, to add the 
lowing additional sections: 
‘Sec. —, And be it further enacted, That the President of 
e United States, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to ap- 
point a commissioner, at a compensation not exceeding 
$4,000 per annun, to ascertain the nature, character, ex- 
tent, and value of all valid claims arising in Washington 
and Oregon Territories, under the treaty with Great Britain | 
of the J5th of June, 1846 ; and should said claims, or any. | 
part-thereof, be deemed of sufficient public and political 
importance tojustify or require the measure, the President 
is hereby authorized: to direct‘said commissioner to agree 
with the claimants and the Hudson’s Bay Company for the 
relinguishment of their.claims ou a just and fair valuation, 
and to pay over the amount so agreed upon, upon a full 
and ëntire surrender and relinguishment of all right, title, 
claim, interest; and demand therein and thereto to ‘the 
United States: .Provided,: That none of the land acquired 
under this. section shal) be subject to donation -or preémp- 
tion, but shall be sold at public auction, unless in cases 
where, in the opinion of the commissioner, the sum bid | 
for any particular parcel or piece shalt be less than a fair i 
price therefor, to be ascertained by the commissioner afore- 
said, said sates to be made for cash, and at such times and 
places, and with such postponements as may be directed 
by the said commissioner; and for carrying into effeet the | 
provisions of this section, in case of purchase, a sum not | 
exceeding $300,000 is hereby appropriated: Provided, That | 


ests, shali not excéed the sum herein appropriated ; and for 
defraying the expenses of the commission, the further sum | 
of dollars is hereby appropriated, payable out of any | 
money in the 'Freasury. not otherwise appropriated. . 

Suc. —. And be it further enacted, That in case it shall 
be deemed inex pedient to sell said lands and improvements, 
immediately, or any part thereof, the President shall be, and 
heis-hereby, authorized, on the extinguishment of the tile 
as. aforesaid, to direct the commissioner to take possession ` 
of the same, for and in the name of the United States, and | 
to lease the same on such terms and conditions,.and for 
such sum or sims as he may deem proper’and right, ‘sub-. | 
ject, however, to sale, when, in his opinion, it may be | 
proper, after. the United States surveys have been extended | 
over the same. oa i 

Mr. HUNTER.. E move to fill the blank for | 
the expenses of the commissioner, with $500. | 

i 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed i 


0. ii 

Mr. WELLER. [take it for granted that this ` 
subject has been properly investigated by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, who reported the amendment. | 
It seems to me, however, that it is a very singular | 
amendment to move to the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. {t embraces a large subject, 
and provides .for the appointment of a commis- | 
sioner to pass upon great questions. -lt seems to 
me that it ought to have been brought forward as ' 
a separate: proposition. It is a subject of much 
importance, and is entitled to that degree of con- 
sideration: before itis adopted... The Committee ! 
on Finance, however, having given it. full inves- 
tigation, and recommended its passage, as a ‘matter 
of course, I interpose no objection. 

Mr, HUNTER. I will state in regard to this, 
that in the progress of our investigations on this | 
bill, that estimate was sent down by the Secretary: | 
of State. He was very anxious that it should go | 
in this bill. He submitted with it a report of: 
Governor - Stevens, a very able report, which | 
shows the fact that we are getting into collisions | 
with these companies, who have certain rights i 
under the Ashburton treaty. Itis important that | 
these things should be settled and got out of the | 
way. If foreigners have rights in our territory, 
they may become troublesome. | 

There is a limit inthe amendment as to the gum | 
which shall be paid. The commissioner is not to | 
purchase unless for a sum not exceeding $300,000. | 
We all know that when these companies endeav- : 
ored to sell their rights some years ago, they asked | 
$1,200,000. This iscarefully guarded and drawn | 


t 


the amount to. be paid for all said claims, rights, and inter- |} 


up by the State Department, with the assistance, | 


I believe, of the Land Office... It contains two sec- 
tions in order to preserve the valuable. property 
which may be acquired by purchase, concisiing 
in. part of improved farms and houses. . There 
does remain the objection of putting it in the civil 
and diplomatic bill; but, sir, itis to be remembered 
that.that is the bill upon which the State Depart- 
ment relies for its appropriations. The-fact that 
it has two or three sections, arises out of the de- 
sire to guard the United States in. relation to the 
property which is proposed. to be purchased. 

The amendment was agreed to. f : 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. President, I nowi, 
move to reconsider the vote by which the amend-. 
ment proposed by the Senator from Delaware (Mr. 
Crayton] yesterday was rejected, as E think the 
Senate could not have understood the question in- 
volved atthe time. Asit was, sir, the amendment. 
proposed to provide compensation for the em- 
ployees in the office of the Secretary of State. They 
were re doh to have been provided for in the bill 
reported from the. Committee on Retrenchment 
and. Reform some time ago, but | understand that, 
under some regulation or order, they were ruled 
out, and havenot been put on the same footing as 
all the clerks in the other Departments.. When 4 
reached the Senate yesterday the amendment was 
then under.discussion; the vote was about being 
taken, and { did not really understand. the ques- 
tion myself. Since then, I have been assured by 
the chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment 
and Reform, [Mr. Apams,} that in the original 
bill they. were proposed to be. put upon precisely > 
the same footing with all the clerks in the various 
Departments which that bill was. intended to pro- : 
vide for; but, under certain rules of constructions, 
they have been excluded, and hence receive a lower 
compensation for their services than those in any 
other Department.. I trust, therefore, that the 
Senate will agree to reconsider the vote of yester- 
day, and that the amendment of my friend from 
Delaware will prevail, as 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brrear.)} 
It-is moved to reconsider the vote disagreeing to 
the amendment to insert in the bill the following: 

That the act approved the 22d of April, 1854, entitled , 
& An act to amend the third:section of the act making ap- 
propriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment for the yéar euding the 30th June, 1864, and for other 
purposes,” shall be so construed as in regard to increased 
compensation for ‘the fiscal year ending the 30th of Jane 
last, to include within its provisions the clerks of the De-.- 
partment or State, and the clerks in the office of the Coast.’ 
Survey; and that the chief clerk in that department shall 
receive the same compensation as the chief clerk in the 
other departments: of the Government for the last fiscal 
year; and that the money necessary to carry these. pro- 
visions into effect is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. ADAMS. IfI can have the attention of 
the Senate for a very few minutes, I will explain. 
that amendment. ‘The bill reported by the Com- 
mittee.on Retrenchment and Reform, which passed... 
the Senate some time. ago, was intended to extend 
to the different, Executive departments in Wash- 
ington, Under the bill classifying the clerks in the 
different Departments, it so happened that those in: 
the State Department were not classified. : There 
was a provision in the bill, however, which, it. 
was believed by the committee, would.extend to: 
all clerks. whether classified or:not, by. reference to 
the character.of the labor they were:performing. 
When the bill was before the Senate, the Senator 
from. Delaware [Mr. Cuayron] ‘inquired of me 
whether it embraced the clerks in the State De- 
partment, All the reasons, if they were good, for 
embracing the clerks of the other departments, 
operated equally in favor. of these clerks, I so 
stated to him at. the time, and, consequently, it 
was then understood that they were embraced. 
The Attorney General determined that they were ` 
embraced, The Comptroller entertained a different 
opinion; and they have-been excluded by his de- 
cision. I think all the reasons operate in their case: 
which operated inthe others, and that was the 
reason that it was proposed to provide for them. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the vote. will..not- be 
reconsidered. If it is, we shall have amendments 
offered embracing all the other clerks in the Dis- 
trict. I hope when we have decided a question 
we shall adhere to it. . . 

Mr. CLAYTON. How can itbe possible that 
any other amendment will be offered, founded upon 
this reason? This amendment was: offered for the 
express purpose.of carrying out the provisions of 
an existing law... It does not make a new law; 
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as the Senatar from Mississippi has said, the bill 
which passed fixing the compensation of the clerks |: 
was understood to embrace the clerks of the State 
Department as well as the others. The Attorney 
General gave the same opinion; the committees |j 
in both Elouses gave the same opinion. Nobody || 
doubted it: and yet the Comptroller determined 
that those clerks were excluded. This is nothing || 
more than a proposition to pay them for the last | 
| 


i 
f 
i 
i 
} 


fiscal year the same sum.as the others. Itis a 
small matter, but itis a matter of absolute justice. 

‘The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on agreeing to the amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. Is it on agreeing to it as it was 

ejected? - i 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis. 

Mr. RUSK. An amendment was attached to |! 
it before it was rejected. to include the clerks in 
the Coast Survey. It was so amended yesterday, 
and after that amendment had been made the 
whole was rejected. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the wholeamendment as it was rejected 
yesterday. 

Mr. PEARCE. That amendment, I believe, 
includes the pay of clerks and other employees in 
the Coast Survey. 

Mr. RUSK. The clerks only. i 

Mr. PEARCE. [think the Senate had better 
not meddle with that matter, The regulation of 
the pay of clerks and other employees in the Coast |! 
Survey is devolved upon the Secretary of the |! 
Treasury. Hecan fix, and he can alter their com- || 
pensation as hesees right and proper; and in point 
of fact [ believe their pay is better graduated ac- 
cording to their merits and services, than ia any 
other Department of the Government. I think 
it would be a great deal better to leave them alone, |; 
and let the power remain where it is, and where || 
it has been exercised judiciously. If there be |! 
any necessity for an alteration of their salaries, it 
‘ean be done by the Secretary of the Treasury. I 
hope, therefore, the Senate will not agree to that || 
part of the amendment. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I trast my friend from 
Texas will not embarrass the original amendment. 
‘he case of the clerks proposed to be provided 
for in it, has been thoroughly examined by a com- |} 
mittee, and the object was to put the employees || 
in the State Department upon an equal footing with |! 
the others who now receive a higher compensa- || 
tion than those employed in the State Department. 
Now, I submit to the Senator from Texas, how it |! 
is possible that Senators can vote understandingly |! 

| 


upon the proposition which he offers, when it has 
never been submitted toa committee. I do not || 
know myself what compensation the clerksin the 
Coast Survey receive. ; | 

The clerks in the State Department stand upon || 
avery different ground. ‘The intention of the || 
Committee on Retrenchment and Reform was to ji 
include the clerks in the State Department in the |i 
bill which provides for the compensation of all the 
other clerks. I do not understand that the case of 
the clerks in the Coast Survey has undergone any 
examination before any of our committees, but, on 
the contrary, the clerks in the State Department 
have, and it was supposed that they were pro- 
vided for in the bill reported by that committee. 
Then, as the Senator from Maryland [{Mr. 
Pearce] says, the clerks in the Coast Survey are 
as well paid as any class of clerks in the Govern- 
ment. I hope, therefore, my friend from Texas | 
will not embarrass the amendment, for itis literally | 
and truly carrying out what thecom mittee intended |: 
to do before, but which has been prevented by 
one of the officers of the Government. 

Mr. RUSK. [am not seeking to embarrass i 
the amendment. Lam offering a more meritoriots ji 
one than the original proposition itself. if 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The amend- |! 
ment of which the Senator from Texas speaks, |! 
in regard to the clerks in the office of the Coast |i 
Survey, was putin the amendment yesterday, and 
is therefore a part of the originai amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. Yes, sir., 

Mr. PEARCE. Then, as that provision is in |} 
the amendment, I move to strike it out. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘That cannot! 
be done. It can be reached only by moving to |. 
reconsider the vote by which it was inserted yes 
terday. i gi 

Mr. PEARCE. I make that motion. | 


| 
| 
| 
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intentional! 
| cases by mistake—interfere with it where the head 
| of a Department, as in this case, has the right to | 


Mr. RUSK. Did the Senator vote in the afirm- 
ative? 

Mr. PEARCE, I did not vote at ail. 

Mr. ADAMS. Before the vote is taken I wish 
to say,that in fixing the compensation of the 
clerks, the Committee on Retrenchment and Re- 
form adopted the rule, that, when the head of 
a Department had the right to fix the compe 
sation, we *would not interfere with it. When 
the law fixéd it, we investigated the matter, and 
determined {pon what we considered would bea 
proper com ation; but in no instance did we 
although we did it in one or two 


fix it. We supposed that the head of a Depart- 


ment would be a better judge of the value of the | 


services of the employees than we could be, and 


| Congress having left it to him, that we should not 


interfere. 


Mr. BAYARD. 


I move to reconsider the vote 


by which the amendment including the clerks in | 
| the Coast Survey was adopted. 


Mr. RUSK. 1f l understood the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams,] he stated 
that the intention of the committee was only to 
operate upon such as had their salaries fixed by 
law, and not upon those which were left to the 
discretion of the head of the Department. If that 


was the case, it was gross injustice towards these | 


clerks. Itake issue with the honorable Senator 
from Maryland, [Mr. Pearce] as to their being 
well paid. There are men—excellent clerks— 
there, with families, getting $900 a year. 

-Mr. PEARCE. I will state to the Senator that 
I said nothing about their being well paid. 


department; of that I am sure. I know that the 
employees in the Coast Survey begin with low sal- 
aries, which] think an excellent thing. They give 


to a young man employed in the field, I think, i 


about $190 a year and rations. They make him 
learn something before they undertake to give him 
high pay. 

‘hat is a proper principle, and I think it would 
be well if it was carried oura littie further. I hold 


| that all who are in the Coast Survey, and who 


are called upon to perform services which entitle 
them to a large remuneration, get an adequate re- 
muneration; and the thing is better arranged under 


the system which now prevails, than it will be if) 
i we undertake by 
Mr. RUSK. This does not alter the arrange- | 
It only gives to these clerks | 
the same extra additional compensation which is | 


law to change it. 
ment by law at all. 


given to all the other clerks. The Senator from 
Maryland admits that they are upon low pay, and 
are better graduated than any cierks in any of the 
Departments. Well, sir, they are more merito- 
rious. Here you have the State Department with 
the pay not well graduaied, some of the clerks 
running up to $2,000 selary, and clerks in‘the 
Coast Survey, with families, running fram $450 to 
$600 or $700 only. Now, while you propose to 
increase the salaries, which are high, of the clerks 
in the State Department, on account of the high 


price of living in Washington, are we to do the | 


gross injustice of refusing it to those who have 
small compensation, and who discharge their du- 


| ties faithfully, and are properly graduated? 


Mr. PEARCE. We do not propose to do any- 
thing of the sort. We leave it where it has been 
ail along, with the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
make the necessary and proper allowance. I say 


they are now paid according to their merits, and | 
We have had a suf- |! 


that is all they ought to ask. 


Mr. SPUART. 
culty on the subject. 
the power to raise the pay of the clerks at any 
time he pleases, under an existing law, that is 


I H 
| stated that their pay was better graduated, accord- } 
| Ing to their merits and services, than in any other 


Then 1 do not see any diñ- |; 
if the Secretary possesses || 


ever the Secretary chooses to fix: them, and: when 
you choose, by. a special act. of Congress, to 
increase the others so much per cent., is it not fair 
that they should be increased? z 

Mr. STUART. | If all ought to be increased ?- 
But cannot the Secretary of the Treasury judge 

of that better. than Congress? : aes 

_Mr. RUSK. Then we ought to: vest the whole- 
discretion in the heads of. Departments. 

Mr. STUART. That is another question. 

Mr. RUSK. ‘I dislike to see one set selected out, 
and particularly favored above ali others. © 

Mr. HOUSTON. My.attention has been at this 
moment called to the subject, and it really appears 
very strange that all other Departments should be 
provided for specially, and that these should be 
excluded—thatit should be leftto a particular offi- 
cer to afford them-the extra compensation ‘if’ he 
|| thinks proper, while ali the other Departments re- 
ceive this per centage on their ordinary pay. 

Now, if it is right to give a per centage orad- 
vance upon the pay of the regular salaried clerks 
in the different Departments, why should it not 
; be done in this Department? If the object is to 
do justice to all, leave it to the Secretary of the 
Treasury to fix within his discretion the extras 
to be given to all the clerks, and let not an excep- 
|| tion be made of one particular Department. If 
|| itis fair to make the increase in one’ Department 
1, it is fair to make it in all. If it is fair to make it 
i| generally, it isnot fair to make an‘ exception of 
this particular class of officers, so that T cannot 
i| see any reason for excluding these and admitting 
others. Either make it discretionary altogether, 
or make it discretionary as to none. It is the 
plainest thing in the world to my mind. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator. 
from Delaware (Mr. Carron] moves to recon- 
| sider the vote by which the Senate agreed to the 
J amendment increasing the compensation of the 
clerks in the Coast Survey office, 

Mr. RUSK. J understand, from the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi, that there were some 
clerks in the Navy Department not included in 
the provisions of the bill which has been passed; 
but on a suggestion from‘him, the Secretary of the 
Navy increased their compensation pro rata with 
the allowance made by Congress. This, then, is 
the only bureau which is left unprovided for. © ` 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, there 
being, on a division—ayes 25, noes 11. 

The question recurred of the original amend- 
ment of Mr. Rusk to the amendment of Mr, 
Crayton, to add, after the words “ Department of 
State,” the words ‘and the clerks in the office of, 
| the Coast Survey.” 

i Mr. RUSK. J can see no reason for any dis- 
crimination. 'Iask for the yeas and nays upon 
my amendment to the amendment. i 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 1! wish now, as the question 
is before the Senate for consideration, to suggest. 
that the amendment of the Senator from Texas 
was originally out of order, My amendment to 
provide for the clerksin the State Department was | 
In order, because it was to carry out the provisions 
of an existing Jaw. That was clear; but how is 
| this in order? [tis not estimated for; it does not 
| propose to carry out the provisions of an existing 
i law; but is an entirely new matter. J think my _ 
honorable friend from Texas will see, upon the | 
| very suggestion of it, that. his amendment was 
| out of order originally. ' ; : 
Mr, RUSK. [seein the suggestion that they 
‘| stand upon precisely the same footing as the 
others. The honorable Senator is mistaken in 
supposing that his original amendment was to 
‘| carry out an existing law. li goes upon the very 
‘ ground, and he so stated, that the clerks in ths 
tate Department were not included in the law. 
Mr. CLAYTON. The gentleman is mistaken. 


i 
f 
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Mr. RUSK. The Secretary of the Treasury 
is the person properly charged with interpreting 
what the law is. ; 

Mr. CLAYTON. The Attorney General. 

Mr. RUSK. No, sir; the Secretary of the 
Treasury, because he has the law toexccuts. He 
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is, therefore; the proper. judge. He -has decided: 
that they.are’not included, and this is-to make. a: 
law ta‘include them... Whatever may be the un-. 
derstanding of gentlemen as to what the law ought: 


to'be, the case is as. I have stated. 


The question being taken -by-yeas and’; nays: 


yeas 21, ‘nays.19;as follows: :) -<t L. l 
YEAS—Meass¥é.: Adams, Alén; Badger, Brodhead; Cass, 

Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin; Dodg' of Iowa, Gillette, Gwin, 

Houston, Jones: of Tennessee, Rusk; Sebastian; ‘Shields, 

Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, 

and Weller >31 °°” eee tae eee : 
NAYS~—Mesars. Bayard; Bell; Benjamin, Bright, Clay, 


‘upon the amendment to. the: amendment, ‘resulted: 


Clayton, Cooper; Dawson; Evang; Fish; Fitzpatrick; Foot, ; 
Hunter, ‘Mason, Pearce, ‘Rockwell, Slidell, and. 


Geyer, 
Toom ao PORAN : e 

So. tie amendment to the amendment. was 
agreed to, and the question recurred on the amend- 
, aB amended, 


ELLER. If F understand the.case, this 
legislation’ is: now. necessary, in order to satisfy 
the.scruples of the First Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury. Since I haye been a member of the Senate, 
T believe, at every session, we have been compelled 
to pass a law to. give an interpretation, such as 
was originally intended by Congress, before ac- 
counts could pass the First Comptroller of the 
Treasury. All-the other officers of the Govern- 
ment have given a just and liberal construction to 


Walker, 


the. law, and such. a one as would have. enabled: 


these clerks to receive their pay; but, in conse- 
uence of the peculiar view taken by the. First 
omptroller of the Treasury, this amendment has 
now, become necessary.. Sir,:it.does. seem tome 


‘that the intention of Congress ought.to have gov-. 
erned in the jnterpretation of the law. . The First, 


Comptroller could hot have doubted that. Neither 
Congress, nor any honest.man could have doubted 
as to the honest construction; but the First Comp- 
troller seems to have entertained his doubts, and, 
therefore, as I think, the necessity of this legisla- 
tion. : oe 

The amendment of Mr. Cuayron, as amended, 
was agreed to. | ' e 

Mr. ATCHISON. I move.to reconsider the 
vote.by which the Senate yesterday rejected the 
amenüment proposed by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Mason,] in relation to the compensa- 
tion of our Ministers to France anå England. 

Mr. WELLER. | [ trust the vote will be taken 
on that motion without any discussion, for we are 
spending the whole of this day in undoing what 
was done yesterday. F hope the vote will be 
taken at once, ; 7 

Mr. MASON. The honorable Senator who 
made this motion apprised me of hisintention. If 
the vote be reconsidered, L shall propose to take 
from the amendment that provision which allows 
the outfit, so as'to present it in the original form, 
to increase the salary without providing the outfit, 
and I hope it may pass in that form. The Senate 
will indulge me in saying only this: That it is 
impossible for those ministers to live with their 
present salaries. They were fixed at an early 
period of the Government—I think in 1809, or 
perhaps before that, The salaries of all the other 
officers have been increased since then, but they 
are left exactly where they were at that time. I 
am inforined that the Minister at France now pays 
for his house $2,000 a year, and he has been 
obliged to take an inferior house. { learned this 
morning, in casual conversation, that in the year 


1813, Mr. Crawford, then our Minister in France, 


obtained one of the best hotels in Paris at a rent 
of $300. There is the difference. 1 hope the vote 
will be reconsidered. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Did I understand the Senator 
rom Virginia to say that he intends, if the vote 
be reconsidered, to place in theamendment a pro- 
vision withholding an outfit in future? 

Mr. MASON. The amendment, as rejected, 
proposed to give them, in addition to the increased 
salary, an outfit of $9,000. I propose to strike 
out the outfit, 

Mr, SLIDELL. Or, rather, 
viso that there shall be no outfit, 

Mr. MASON. Yes, sir, 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to make a single re- 
mark in relation to this amendment. The Sen- 
ator from Virginia yesterday introduced an amend- 


to put ina pro- 


ment to cut off the outfit for these two missions. . 


If T understood. him. correctly, no such amend- 
ment as that was ever agreed to by the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. No authority, therefore, 


: Committee on Foreign Relations, to - 


was given by the committee to report the amend- 


| ment in any other form than as a simple increase 


of the salary to $15,000, leaving the outfit to stand 


| where it-did; at $9,000. 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to, there’ 


being, on a division—ayes 18, noes 15. > 


isnow on the following amendment ‘offfred yès- 
terday by the Senator from Virginiaf from’ the 
ipsert, after 
the. provision for ‘payment of: the 
eign ministers, the following: 

Provided; Thaát the salaries of the Ministereto Great Brit- 
ain and to France shall be hereafter at- the rate of $15,000 
per annum to each, the outfit to each not to.exceed the sum 
of $9,000. : , 

Mr. MASON. J propose to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the words, ‘“* the outfit to 
each ;not ‘to-exceed the sum. of $9,000,” and in- 
serting ‘* the outfit to each to be hereafter discon- 
tinued, ?? Pee : 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair whether those words now proposed as an 
amendment were:not yesterday stricken out from 
‘the original proposition introduced by the Senator. 


from: Virginia? If those words have been stricken | 
out by a vote of the Senate, ıs it now in order for | 


the Senate to.propose.to replace them? . 

Mr. MASON. 
I offered the amendment originally. discontinuing 
the outfits, but afterwards modified it by allowing 
outfits at the rate of $9,000.. -It was altered. on 
my modification, . There was. no vote of the Sen- 
ate upon that modification, 

Mr. WELLER. 


I recollect that there was a 


formal motion made by some Senator on the other | 


side of. the. Chamber to strike out those words; 
but it is wholly unnecessary to raise the question 


oforder, Let the Senate pass upon the propriety 


of the amendment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California raise a question of order? 


Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Virginia Í 


and myself might not be able to agree precisely 
upon the facts, and therefore I do not press the 
oint. 

k Mr. BRODHEAD. Ido. not exactly under- 
stand the effect.of thisamendment, and I wish to 
make an inquiry in reference to it. Suppose the 
two gentlemen now at London ‘and Paris should 
return at the end of the year, would they, not 
have received their outfit, and, under this amend- 
ment, at the rate of $15,000 a year, from this 
time; whereas, those hereafter appointed will only 
receive $15,000 a year and no outfit. Would not 
the effect of this be to give the present incumbents 
more than $15,000 a year? If so, is that right? 
Why not, at the same time, increase the compen- 
sation of the Ministers to Spain and Russia? ‘The 
expenses at both those courts are nearly as much 
as at London and Paris. ; 

Mr, MASON. Mr. President, it would beim- 
possible to increase the salaries of the ministers 
to any of those courts, without making a differ- 
ence between the predecessors of the incumbents 
and those coming after them.. I will say to the 
honorable Senator, that at the last session the Sen- 
ate, by.a vote, agreed to increase’ the salaries of 


| the Ministers, not only to England and. France, 


but the Ministers to Russia and Spain, to the 
amount. of $15,000 a year, and the House disa- 
greed to the. whole. London and Paris are the 
two most important courts. They are the most 


‘expensive ones; and I have, by theinstructions of 


the committee, confined the amendment to those 
two courts, inthe hopethat it would be more ac- 
ceptable to Congress. 

r. BADGER. I hope the Senate will not 
agree to strike out the provision which now forms 
part of theamendment. As the amendmentstands, 
it gives $15,000 a year salary to the representa- 
tives of the United States at these two courts, 
with a provision that the outfit shall not exceed 
$9,000. ‘The Senator now proposes to strike out 
the provision that the outfit shall not. exceed 
$9,000, and to provide that no outfit shall be allowed 
hereafter. It is admitted that these two courts 
are the most expensive courts to which our min- 
isters are sent. They are, therefore, the very 
courts at which an outfit is particularly required. 
If this amendment be made, what will be the con- 
sequence? A gentleman is sentto London, where 
the expenses are very much greater than they are 
at Madrid. For the first year he will receive 


>The PRESIDING OFFICER: The,question | 


ies of for- 


L-think the facts. were these:. 


$15,000. -A-gentleman-is' sent to: Madrid, where 
the expenses are much. less; and for ‘the first year 
he will receive $18,000. -°My own opinion is, that 
it will operate unjustly and unequally ‘in that re- 
spect. - Besides, } consider the $9,000 outft, with 
the $15,000 salary, is a very poor compensation 
to defray the-expenses of a gentleman, if heis te 
live there:in the society in which he mixes at the 
courts of London and Paris. aires) 

Mr. MASON. . Now, sir, is not the simple .an- 
Swer to the argument. of: the Senator, that yester- 
day the Senate. rejected the amendment in. the 
very form in which the Senator from North Car- 
olina now asks: that it shall be put? - It is because 
they rejected:it that I modified it in this form: E 
would prefer it in the shape he proposes, but I be- 
lieve it camot be adopted in that way. 

Mr. DOUGLAS.» .L think the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Virginia ought to receive 
our. sanction. The proposition, as 1 understand 
it, is, that hereafter the salaries of ‘our Ministers 
at France and England shail be $15,000 instead of 
$9,000 a year, and that ho-outfit shall hereafter be 
allowed to them.: ‘I think: that-is the great princi- 
ple which ought to be carried into all our missions, 
The allowance of outfits originated in a period of 
our Government when our ministers abroad found 
it necessary to furnish their own houses; and the 
outfit of $9,000 was. intended to enable them to 
buy furniture,and to fit up their houses. ` Now, 
however, the: practice: there: is to rent the houses 
furnished, so that anoutfit is not wanted. for:that 


purpose; but:you do want a salary: sufficient to. 


enable-the minister to occupy that:house during: 


the four years, or the length of time he may re~: 


main there. ` 


Sir, unfortunately, it has been too much. the 


practice under our Government, when a gentleman: 


gets his appointment, to leave his outfit at home,.. 


and then go abroad and live upon the $9,000 salary 
in such a way as he is compelled to live there ow 
that amount. I think the minister. should only be: 
permitted to draw his salary by the ‘quarter; and 
he should have as much the second year as he got 
the first, and so of the third and fourth years. It 
is too great an inducement to a minister, if he can 
go abroad with $9.000 outfit and $9,000 salary, and 
stay one year and receive $18,000. It isa great 
inducement on him: to resign-at the end of the first 
year, and for another’ to.go, stay a year, draw 
$18,000, and resigny and.:s0, in that way, to be 
continually changing our ministers, and ‘paying 


an outfit to each new minister.. Your system of: 


outfits is an inducement to ministers: to resign 
when they have secured their outfit and the first 
year’s salary... ; 

I hope to see the system of outfits abolished 
everywhere, and let the salary beso much a year, 
and as much for the second year as for the first, 
and soon. Then let us rent at each court, for 
fifteen or twenty years, a house, to remain as the 
permanent residence of our minister all the time. 
You can get a house there on a. lease of fifteen: or, 
twenty years for half the rent. that. you: can & 
house. for. one, two, or three years. Is would 


therefore- prefer to: appropriate: about: $2,500: or: 


$3,000 a year for permanent. rents of buildings. 


1. would. require the -minister to reside: in: the’ 


building furnished to him, so that hecould not go 
and put himself into a hotel, and thereby save hia 
salary, if you give him a good one. I wish that 
every American who goes into those cities ma 

know where the American legation is, and that it. 
shall be a respectable building, and one of which, 


as an American citizen, he will not feel ashamed. 


Then. take away the outfit, and let the minister 


have just the same salary the second year and the- 


third year that he had: the first year, and there 
will be no inducement to resign at the end of one 
year. I think this would be the better system.. I 
think the outfit ought to be abolished altogether. 
We ought to authorize our respective ministers to 


rent a house for their legations, and give them so; 
much for keeping it up, and Jet that be uniform - 


during the whole period. By this plan, all induce- 


ment to resign after the expenditure of the outfit’ 


would be taken away. `, we : 
Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I concur most 

cordially in most of the remarks made. by the. 

honorable Senator from Ilinois. © ]have -seën 


something of the working of our system. abrodd, - 
and I am ‘satisfied that the explanation.he. has : 


given of the manner in which the outfit is usually 
expended by the representative before lie-leaves 
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home, is true. He then goes abroad, and depends 
upon an inadequate salary, and puts himself in 
some out of the way place, where one of his 
respectable countrymer is almost ashamed to visit 
him. Thus degrading his station in order to eke 
out his salary, and to make the two ends meet at 
the close of the year. That J have seen to be the 
case in more places than one in Europe. I think 
the salary ought to be a sufficient one, and that 
this temptation. to quit, after a few months’ ser- 
vice, should be removed by doing away with the 
outfit. I have no doubt it would havea salutary 
in fluence. 

Pay your representatives abroad, if you send 
representatives at all, a salary adequate to the 
office which they hold, and which will place them 
on a par with the representatives of other countries 
Every American who has been abroad has seen 
that unless our minister’ possess large private 
fortunes, they are altogether excluded from the 
circles in which the ministers of other Governments 
move. Now, we can talk about republicanism at 
home, and may say we ought to be above the 
little court dress, and all things of that sort, 
abroad; but, sir, it requires other stuff than you 
have been in the habit of sending abroad, to set 
themselves in opposition to the condition of things 
in the cities to which they are sent to reside. You 
do not send men there of mettle enough to with- 
stand the force of public opinion; and on the 
salaries you give them, they are unable, without 
shifts which are discreditable to the representatives 
of the Government, to live in a style that befits 
their condition, and the greatness and material 
splendor of their. country at home. Sir, I am 
decidedly in favor of the proposition of my friend 
from illinois, and I think it will be an improve- 
ment upon the payment of our diplomatic corps 
abroad. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to say a word to 
put myself right, because 1 do not wish to be mis- 
understood on this question, for considerations 
which will suggest themselves to the minds of 
Senators. I am in favor of the proposed increase 
of salary. I voted for it last spring, including 
Spain and Russia. I think we ought to make an 
increase to our Ministers in Spain and Russia, in 
a proper proportion, atany rate. If we provide 
for an increase to our Ministers at London and 
Paris, we ought to provide for the others at the 
same time. If $15,000 be necessary for London 
and Paris, I suppose that $12,000 would bea very 
proper compensation at Madrid and St. Peters- 
burgh. 1 understand that the difference in ex- 
pense is very little. 


Mr. COOPER. They do not receive so many | 


people. That is the only difference. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, Be that as it may, we 
ought to have some system about this, and not 
take care of the principal gentlemen, and let our 
other ministers abroad go upon poor pay. When 
I was up before, | said that I was willing to pay 
the present gentlemen at these courts $15,000 a 
year from the date of their appointments up to 
this time, and as long as they choose to stay there; 
but they may choose to return before the year is 
out, and thus for part of the year they would re- 
ceive at the rate of $15,000 per annum, and an 
outfit besides, making about $20,000, or nearly 
so. 
should like to know from the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, why we cannot 
p in an increase for the Ministers at Russia and 

adrid. 

Mr. MASON. I have said half a dozen times 
to the Senate, that last winter, by instruction of 


the Committee on Foreign Relations, I proposed | 


an amendment to increase the salaries of all four 
of these missions to this amount, but the House 
would not agree to it; and, therefore, | believe it 
is impracticable to doit. I now take the half loaf, 


because it is better than no bread; and simply for | 


that reason. Perhaps when we have done the one, 
they will allow usto do the other. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Thereis a very ready an- 
swer to that, This isa new Congress, and the 
proposition to increase the salaries of our minis- 
ters abroad has not been submitted to the present 
Congress. Ít was presented at the close of the 
last session of Congress. If this Congress, which 
is a new one, will agree to increase the salaries of 
these ministers, may. we not suppose that they 
would also agree to increase the salaries of the 
others? There is no reason why they should not; 


I do not know that this will happen; but I | 


| and we are not to presume that the House of Rep- 
| resentatives is unreasonable. I theretore move 
to amend the proposition by inserting $12,000 sal- 
ary for the Minister at Spain, and $12,000 for the 
| Minister at Russia. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will not 
be in order at present, as there is now an amend- 
ment to an amendment pending. As the amend- 
ment to the amendment has been modified by the 
mover since it was offered, it will beread again. 
dt was aceordingly read. It was to strike out 
the words ‘the outfit to each not to exceed the 
sum of $9,000,” and to insert ‘ and that hereafter 
the outfits of Ministers to England and France 
shall not beallowed.”? 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to the 
| discontinuance of outfits eitherto our Ministers to 
| France or England, or any other country. I am 
rather inclined to the opinion that the system of 
sufficient salaries would be much better than to 
provide outfits. I consider, however, that the 


to France and England 1s a barlesque as regards 
any increase of compensation. For the first year 
itis actually a reduction of salary, and for. two 
years (which is the extent of time under the same 
you pay, that our ministers can afford, unless they 
are men of fortune, to remain either at Paris or 


two years, under the present law, they receive 
$27,000, and under the proposition of the Senator 
| irom Virginia they would receive $30,000. 

Sir, I think there is a necessity for an increase 
of the salary of these ministers. l am perfectly 
satisfied myself, from alt I have- heard, that you 
cannot expect an American citizen to reside abroad 
as your minister, especially if you expect him to 
keep house as is contemplated by the honorable 
| Senator from Illinois, in either London or Paris, 
| at the lowest sum, for less than $18,000 a year. 
| I have no objection to the amendment to the amend- 
ment; butif that be adopted, I shall move toamend 
the original amendment by increasing the salary 
from $15,000 to $18,000. f believe also that our 
| Minister at St, Petersburg ought to be included, 
| because, that is beyond all question, one of the 
most, if not the most, expensive Courtof Europe; 
and in these matters you cannot regulate the habits 
of foreign countries, but you must adapt yourself 
to them. lam satisfied that a sulury of $15,000 
will be inadequate as a compensation, if you strike 
| out the outfit. There is no attainable object to-be 
accomplished by it, and yet itis a nominal in- 
crease. | shall, therefore, at the proper time, 


include the St. Petersburg, and to make the salary 
$18,000 a year. If that be voted down | shall op- 
pose the whole amendment, and leave the present 
compensation stand as it is until we can change it 
by substituting a proper system. 

Mr. HUNTER. { do not rise to debate this 
amendment, but merely to suggest to the Senate 
the importance of getting through with this bill 


have a vote. 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, I think the 
manifestation of the conflicting views expressed 
by different Senators, shows the impropriety of 
placing this amendment on the civil and diplo- 
matic bill. If any changes are necessary in rela- 
tion to the compensation of our representatives 
abroad, the principle which makes it necessary in 
the cases under consideration, makes similar 
changes necessary in regard to our ministers at 
other Governments than those embraced in this 
amendment. 
Senators to the impropriety of attempting to 
change, on this bill, the existing laws in reference 
to the compensation of our representatives at these 
two courts. | have no disposition to consume the 
time of the Senate, or to enter into this discussion; 
but surely if it is necessary to change the charac- 
ter of compensation of these representatives, it is 
necessary to change the character of the compen- 
sation of others, and it is evident that we cannot 
_ increase the compensation of these without giving 
i dissatisfaction. 
i 1 think, sir, such a proposition should be 


i 


proposition now made in reference to the Ministers | 


London) the increase would be but $3,000. For ! 


move to amend the original amendment so. as to | 


to-day, and to express the hope that we may now į 


I desire only to call the attention of || 


there is known to be'a very great difference: of 
opinion between the two Houses, in‘reference to 


i| in our amendments. We hazard the bill- by 
; doing so; and | now give itas my judgment, that 
this bill will not become a law at the present ses» 
sion, owing to the extraordinary amendments 
which have been made'to it by the Senate in ref- 


4 


|| erence to all manner Of subjects, 
i The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
i! is on the amendment of the Senator from Vir~ 
| ginia, to the amendment offered by him from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. G 
ir. SLIDELL called for the 
and they were ordered. ° 
i Mr. BRODHEAD. Do I understand the Sen- 
ator from Virginia as willing to accept my mod- 
ification? 

‘Mr. MASON. No, sir. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment, resulted—yeag 
25, nays 17; as follows: 
| YEAS — Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Bright, Brown, 
Chase, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge ‘of 
Iowa, Douglas, Foot, Gillette, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of 
| Tennessee, Mason, Rockwell, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentueky, ‘Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, 
Walker, and Williams—25 ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen. Badger, Bell, Brodhead, 
|| Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, James. Mal- 
lory, Rusk, Shields, Toombs, Wade, and Weler—17. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
i| agreed to. iy 
| Mr. BAYARD. I new move to amend the 
original amendment by striking out “ fifteen,” 
and inserting “ eighteen,” so as to make the com- 
| pensation $18,000; and on that amendment I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 11, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Brodhead, 
Brown, Cooper, Dawson, Geyer, James, Mallory, and 
Thomson of New Jersey—] i. $ 

NAYS—Messrs. Adans, Atchisou, Bright, Chase, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, 
Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillete, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson, Jones 
of Tennessee, Mason, Rockwell, Rusk, Shields, Stidell, 
Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of Kentacky, Toombs, Toucey, 
Wade, Walker, and Weller—29. 

So thè amendment to the amendment was: 
jected. 


yeas and nays; 


| 
j 
i 


re- 


I understand, on the amendment of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, as amended, to increase 
| these salaries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
i Mr. DODGE, of iowa. 
i| call for the yeas and nays. 
i| The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment, as amended, is to insert after the appropria- 
j| tion for the salaries of our ministers abroad, ‘the 
following: f f 

Provided, That the salaries of thé Ministers to Great 
j| Britain and France shal! be hercatter at the rate of 315,008 


per annum to each ; and that hereatter outfits of Ministers 
to Great Britain and France shall not be allowed. 


Mr. BAYARD. I shall vote against. this 
amendment, because I think itis a mere mockery 
as to any increase of compensation. The amount 
|] which it proposes to allow I think entirely inad- 
equate. E know the present salaries are too low; 
i but I believe they had better stand where they are 
than to make such a mockery of an increase. If 
it be true that the House of Representatives of 
| the United States are unwilling to pay your. for- 
eign ministers an adequate compensation, let. it 
: stand as it is until the effect on your service shalt 
be such that they will be forced to do it. J think 
that this isa mockery on anything like an increase 
of compensation, and therefore I shall vole against 
the amendment. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. ‘Those are my sentiments 


It is. 
On that question F 


l Mr. CASS. As I know the increase to be 
| proper and necessary, J shall vote for it. 

i The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 21; as follows: 
f 
| 
| 


Q; 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Bayard, Benja- 
| min, Brodhead, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 


; many of the questions which wë have embraced 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. The question is nowy. 


=o T= 


er gh a = 


a ELLER. . £ moveto amend the bilk by- 
inserting, afier. the appropriation. for -the marine 
hospital at San Francisco; the following: => J. 
-And the Secretary of the Treasury shall be authorized to 4 
appoint some suitable person to act.as. inspector of drugs |: 
and medicines forthe port of San Francisco, inthe State | 
of California, at an annual compensation of 
Thé amendm E] e mera f 
Mr. BAYARD. <thave a number of amend- 
ments.to move to the bill; by. direction of the Com- 
mittee on Public-Buildings, . The first is to comei 
in atthe end of the. provision for compensation of | 
the messenger in-charge of the main furnace in the | 
Capitol, ee 
For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, a new fur- | 
nace under the Senate Chainber and Supreme Court room, 
ge; B5,0000 É a a ‘ | 
“This is in accordance with the estimate of the 
Secretary of the Interior, and 1 do not know why 
it was not put in the deficiency bill. The work 
was done, l understand, from necessity, and cer- | 
tainly must have been omitted by mistake, or it | 
would have been passed before. | 
The amendment was agreed to. : 
Mr, BAYARD. The next amendment which | 
I have to offer is to follow the one which has just į 
been adopted. It relates to the gas fixtures of (ne j 
Capitol, which absolutely require to be ‘renewed. 
They were originally, as the Commissioner of | 
Public Buildings states, of lead. They have be- | 
come very leaky, and the officers have been 
obliged. to turn the gas off. This appropriation 
is absolutely required. The amendment is to in- 
sertz” i ; : 
For repait and renewal of the gas pipes through the 
Capitol, and ‘fixtures necessary fot the lighting of such 


committee rooms therein as require it; and lighting East 
Capitol street from the Capitol to Third street gr 900. 


The.amendment. was adopted. 


Mr. BAYARD. Thenext amendment is for 
a very small sum, to. insert, after the appropria- 
tion for lighting the President’s House and the 

£ Capitol, and public grounds, the following: | 

For furnishing lamps and lamp-posts from Sixteenth to | 
Seventeenth streets, on Penusytvania avenue, in front of 
Lafayette square, $500. i 

At present, sir, Pennsylvania avenue, opposite 
the President’s House, is lighted upon’ one side, 
but there are no lamp-posts on the other, side, in 
front of Lafayette square. I presume it is owing 
to some accident. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD, :The next amendment is to 
follow the one just adopted, to insert: 


For completing the improvement of Pennsylvania. av- 
enue west of Seventeenth street, $9,000.. 


That is among.the estimates of the Department 
for work which is now in progress of construc- 
tion. It was estimated in the report. of the Sec- | 
retary of the Interior at $4,500; but the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings informed me that the 
sum was entirely insufficient. 1 subsequently 
called on the Secretary of the Interior and ascer- 
tained that it was so, and that this amount is the | 
proper-oue, and that it will thoroughly complete 
and finish the work. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. 1 have one more amendment | 
to offer from the Committee on Public Buildings. 
Te is to insert after the appropriation for the Capi- | 
tol extension, the following: ` 


For the enlargement of the General Post Office building, | 
$300,000 » Provided, The same shall be done according to the | 
following described plan: The building, when completed, | 
to cover the entire bidck bounded by E, F, Seventh, and | 
Eighth strects, and to have a court yard in the center, ap- | 
proached by an archway in the middle of the western front, | 
sufficientiy spacions for the ingress and egress of mail 4 
wagons; the present walls running parallel to Seventh 
and Kighth streets 10 be continued to F street, with rooms |! 
on euch side, arranged to suit the purposes of the Depart- | 
ment; accommodation to be made for the city post office . 
in the center of the block on F street; and an arcade of | 
about-sixty feet in length to be made tor a letter delivery, i 
the delivery arcade to be surrounded by a recessed portico. | 
of four columne, flanked by coupled pilasters ; the fronts on | 
Seventh and Bighth streets each to have the preseni design | 
of the south end repeated on the north end, and a portico | 
of six columns, coupled at-the corners, introduced in the | 
center of the block ; the style of architeciure of the present \ 
building to be carried ovt in the additions ; and the whole il 
t9 be made thoroughly fire-proof, and tobe constructed un- |} 
der aud subject to the direction of the President of the i 
United States. 


Mr. President, this amendment is introduced in 
consequence of an application of the Postmaster 
General, made to the Committee on Public Build- 


| 


ings, in the beginning of June, representing the 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


entire inadequacy, of the present General Post Of- 
fice Department building for the performance .of 


the functions of that department of the Govern-. 
ment..." The plan proposed has, l think, been well, 
it was scrutinized and examined by . 


arranged. mi 
the committee, who were perfectly ‘satisfied. that 


it would answer all the purposes, and that the en-. 


largement was:necessary.. ‘he whole cost.ofthe 


enlargement will amount: to $650,000. ‘The ap- 
propriation. proposed in the present amendment. 


18 $300,000... [ have here, and ask the Secretawy 
to read, the communication of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, and the description and. estimate of the work 
by the architect of the public buildings.: I- am 
satisfied, myself, that the work. is- essentially 
necessary for the performance of the.duties of the 
General Post Office. It will also combine accom- 
modation for the city post office in the same build- 
ing, and will provide ample room for both at, Í do 
not think, an exaggerated cost; at all events, it is 
entirely necessary. 

-The Secretary read the letters, as follows: 

Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, June 3, 1854, 

Sir: Finding the present Post Office building entirely 
too smail- for the business of tae Department; l requested 
the architect of public buildings to prepare plans and esti- 
mates for extending it. ‘Phese plans i herewith subinil to 
you, together with a report aud estimate frou Mr. Walter, 
and respecuuily request you to-bring the subject before the 


committee, witha view to such action of Congress. in ref- : 


erence to it as may be deemed most expedient 


I am of opinion that these plans, if properly carried out, 


will afford ample and convenient accommodations, not only 


„for the Post Office Department, but also:for the city post-of- 


fice, which is now. kept ina very frail and unsafe building, 
adjoining the General Post Office. : 
lam, very respectfully, your obedient sesvant, 
JAMES CAMPBELL, Postmaster General, 
Hon. James A. BAYARD, 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings. 


ARCHITECT’s OFFICE, UNITED STATES CAPITOL, ? 
WASHINGTON, D. U., December 21, 1853. 

Sir: I have the honor to lay before you, in compliance 
with your request, the accompanying design for an exten- 
sion of the General Post Office, with accommodations for 
the city post office. 

1 propose to extend the building around the entire square, , 
leaving & court-yard in the center of ninety-five by one han- 
dred and fifty-four feet, for light and air, ‘Phe style of ar- 
ehitecture of the present structure to he kept up throughout 
the additions, as represented on the drawings of the several 
fronts, to which I respectfully refer you, tor a general idea 
of the appearance the building will present, if completed 
accordiug to this plan. 

The front on E street, and the portions now constructed 
on Seventh and Eighth -streets will remain unchanged. 
TheJsront.on Seventh street will have a portico in the cen- 
ter consisting of six columns, in relief, coupled at the cor- 
ners, which will not only be in harntony with the present 
building, but affurd an imposing center to the composition, 
aud fru a pleasing variety wil the pilasters and engaged 
columns on each side. In the center of this front it is eon- 
templated to make a door of entrance for the General Post 
Office Departinent, in addition to the presént entrance on 
E street, as Seventh street is the business thoroughfare, and 
as tbe eastern wing of the Patent Office building, on the 
adjoining block, opens upon the same street. 

‘The front on Eighth street is similar to that on Seventh 
street, excepting that in place of the entrance door there is 
a gateway leading into the court-yard for the admission of 
mail wagons. 

The front on F street is arranged for the accommodation 
of the city post office. It hasa deeply recessed portico 
in the center, consisting of fvur columns, flanked by 
coupled pilasters, supporting an entablature similar to that 
on the E street front, and which will girt tne entire work. 
The portico is supported by an arcade, in which the letter- 
delivery is placed. In the arrangement of this part of the 
building, I have studied to make it as convenient as possi- 
ble, both for the public and’ for the clerks in: the office, the 


accommodations are quite as ample as those of the present | 


city post office, and quite as convenient, and the entire 
building is fire proof. i 

By thus placing the city post office in the center of the 
north front, the General Post O fice Departmentis not inter- 
fered with, and (he connections between the additions on 
Seventh and Eighth streets, and the present building remain 
unbroken, the entries or corridors of which will extend in 
continuous fines from E to F streets, lighted by windowsat 
each end. In the basement story alone, one of these cor- 
ridors is stopped by the gate or entrance on Eighth street for 
the passage of mail wagons, but. the rooms occurring be- 
tween tbis passage and F sweet will, no doubt, be event- 
ually wanted for the clerks of the city post office. I have, 
therefore, connected them with that Department, so that 


| there is no connection whatever between the General Post. 


Office and the city post office, each being separate and dis- 
tinet from the other. 

In the present building there are sixty-five rooms, con- 
taining, in the aggregate, about twenty six thousand five 
hundred superficial feet, exciusive of -hals and stairways; 
and in the additions there are ninety-nine rooms, contain- 
ing about thirty-nine thousand five hundred feet, or one 
and a hall times as much room as iu the present building. 

The space devoted to the city post office embraces 
twenty roonis, containing, in the aggregate, about twelve 
thousand five hundred superficial feet, leaving seyenty-nine - 
rooms, measuring twenty-seven thousand feet for the Gen- 
eral Post Office Department, which is more than equal to 
its present accommodations. 3 


Should this plan be carried out, the General. Post Office, 
‘Department will have one hatidred and forty-four rooms, 
containing fifty-three thousand five hundred superficial feet, 
exclusive of hails and stairways; and the city post ofice 
will have twenty rooms, containing. twelve thousand five 
hundred feet. . 3 

The entire cost of the work will be about $650,000, pro- 
‘vided the finish throughout is not more expensive than that 
of the present building. aan ie š 


The fronts on Eighih and F streets may-be.built first; so. 
as not to interfere with the present city. post, office; and 
after these portions are coinpleted and occupied, ‘the front’ 
on Sevenih street may be constructed without inconve- 
nience to the Departinent. ea 

Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, oo. 

THOMAS U. WALTER, 
Hon. James CAMPBELL, Postmaster General, R 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Had we not better wait 
to buld this post office for Washington city until 
we get one provided for the cities of Philadelphia- 
and New York?’ I believe there are about half.a 
million of people in Philadelphia, and a suitable 
place for a post office is quite. as difficult to be ob- 
tained there as it is here. The. same remark will 
apply to New Yorks © = o c 

Mr. BAYARD. : L only know that this work 
is represented by the proper officer. tobe abso- 
lutely necessary, and I presume no person can go 
into the building and not perceive that the enlarge- 
ment is needed. it may be necessary. that there 
should be-post office buildings in Philadelphia and 
New. York; but when those questions come up 
properly, I shall be perfectly willing to give such 
votes as l. think proper in reference to them. on 
the information before me.:: But I-can see no. ñe- 
cegsity for entangling this proposition to erect a. 
building which thenecessities of. the country, con- 
nected with the whole postal system of the United 
States require, by a mere appendage which may, 
in part, be merely to ornament other cities, and 
may, in part, be requisite. Whenit comes upon 
its own merits, I shall be willing to consider it, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Ido not wish to embar- 
rass the bill. When I brought forward a similar 
proposition yesterday morning: in. reference to. 
buildings in other cities, I was charged with a de- 
sire to embarrass the bill; or at any rate it was 
said that the effect of my amendment would be to 
embarrass it. .Now, here comes a similar propo- 
sition. -.am-in favor of it, but. l say there is a 
great deal more necessity for post office buildings 
in Philadelphia, New York and Boston, and cer- 
tainly in Philadelphia than. there ‘is in the city of 
Washington. I am in favor of this, however. 

‘Mr. STUART. Then let us take the vote on it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Very well. oF 

Mr. TOOMBS. I rise to a question of order. 
This amendment I believe is to carry out no ex- 
isting law. ` : 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Department. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I rise, sir, to enter my protest 
against the larger portion of Senators here being 
deprived of their rights under the system now 
sought to be introduced. You have your com- 
mittees who may. bring in these‘propositions when 
individual Senators cannot, and you have but to 
go one step further to fix itas the French Minister 
did, by sections, and cut down the rights ofa minor- ` 
ity. altogether. Here, on a money bill, the main 
object of. which is to dé nothing but appropriate 
what. is necessary ‘to carry. out existing laws, 
you propose many expenditures for extravagant 
purposes, because the Executive Departments 
recommend them. Sir, that is the very reason 
why they should not pass. If I know anything 
as to the business of the Senate and House of’ 
Represeiitatives, it isto examine and keep in check 
the practices of your executive officers. But it 
seems that ali the Senate want, as a reason for 
passing a thing, is, that the executive officers of 
the Government demand it! Two or three people 
get here, and propose to one of -your committees 
a project for the expenditure of $1,000,000, and it 
is to be put through on a money bill.. | protest 
against such a course. The Senator from Dela- 
ware says this will involve an expenditure of 
$650,000. We know when it starts with that 
amount where it will end. 1 donot suppose any- 
body who has had any experience: in public life 
here, is soft enough to. believe that:the $650,000 
proposed will finish these buildings. If you are 
to tack propositions for the building of post offices 
and everything else to the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, | must enter my protest against 
it; first, because it ought not to be -here; and sec- 
ondly, because it is wrong in itself. 1 shall con- - 


1854. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER Does the Sen- 
ator object to the. amendment as being out of 
order? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis clearly 
within the rule as being estimated for by the De- 
partment, and recommended by one of the stand- 
ing committees of this body. 

Mr. BAYARD, 1 have no further remarks to 
make. The committee investigated the matter 
thoroughly, and they believe the building is abso- 
lutely necessary for the purposes of the Govern- 
ment. The honorable Senator from Georgia may 
have better information on the subject without 
having examined into it; but such being the belief 
of the committee, not merely on the statements of 
two or three men, but on their own personal in- 
vestigation, they have reported this amendment 
to the Senate. ; 

Mr. TOOMBS, That is one of the very difi- 
culties of which I complain. Weare not allowed 
to know anything about these matters; but here 
on a money bill, what an Executive officer sends, 
and a committee recommends, we are to vote for 
without any opportunity for discussion! My ob- 
jection is, that we are not ready to vote without 
investigation; and yet we are expected to vote 
away millions of the public money ona confidence 
which I am not authorized to give in my position 
as a Senator. 

Mr. JAMES. The Committee on Public Build- 
ings have had under consideration the proposition 
for the extension of the General Post Office build- 
ing, and they are perfectly satisfied that the neces- 
sity of the case actually demands it; and it is for 
these reasons that the chairman reported this 
amendment to the Senate. 

Mr. BAYARD. I am as much indisposed as 
any one to embarrass an appropriation bill; and 
though the committee would have sanctioned. it, I 
forebore to press, as an amendment to this bill, the 
appropriation for the completion of the Treasury 
building and the enlargement of the War and 
Navy Department buildings, and introduced it in 
a separate bill. It has passed the Senate in a 
separate bill; but it became necessary to offer this 
as an amendment to this bill, because the recom- 
mendation came in at too late a day to allow a 
separate bill to be passed. 

The question being taken on the amendment by 
yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 16, nays 25; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Donglas, Hamlin, 
James, Rusk, Stidell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toucey, Walker, and Weller—15. 

NAYsS—Messrs. Adams, Bright, Brown, Chase, Clay, 
Cooper, Dawson, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, 
Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennes- 


sce, Mallory, Rockwell, Sebastian, Shields, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, and Wade—25. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BAYARD, Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Library to move to amend the bill 
by inserting among the appropriations for the 
Library of Congress, the following: 

For the purchase of one thousand epjes of the proposed 
edition of Eli Tappan, of the acts of Congress of a general 
nature now in force,npon the pian contained in his pros- 
pectus, $6,000: Provided, That no part of this appropria- 
tion shall be expended until a copy of the proposed work 
has been submitted to the Attorney General of the United 
States, and been approved by him © And provided further, 
‘That the price shalt not exceed six dollars per volume, and 
no payment shall be made for any copy until delivered at 
the Department of State. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is that from a committee? 

Mr. BAYARD. Itis reported by order of the 
Committee on the Library. Application was 
made at the last Congress in reference to this 
matter. No action was had upon it then; but | 
had occasion, as a member of the committee, to 
examine into the proposed publication, and | was 
satisfied that it would be a work of great value 
and use, and that the subscription for the number 
proposed on the part of Congress would not be 
unreasonable, I believe the work was entered 
into more for its utility, and the reputation which 
it would confer upon the author, than from any 
expectation of profit. The plan is to publish all 
the laws of ageneral nature in a single octavo vol- 
ume of about twelve hundred pages, with such 
notes and references as will concentrate the laws 


i 
| 

i 

lit. Itis simply to arrange them into appropriate 
| chapters, so as to have a convenient reference to 
‘all the laws ona particular subject of a general 
| nature. Iam satisfied that it will bea book of 
| great utility to Congress for ordinary use, as well 
| as to members in committees; because now, in any 
| examination upon almost. any subject, you have 
| to go through nine volumes to get at the construc- 
| uonof the law. Believing the book to be of great 
| value, and having sufficient guards imposed that 
10 improper work will be publiahed, because the 
amendment requires the approval of the Attorney 
| General to the book before it is purchased, the 
committee were unanimous in recommending that 
this subscription should be made. I can only 
say further, that the gentleman who proposes to 
publish it is a lawyer, personally unknown tome, 
except in the intercourse which 1 had with him 
during the last Congress. I have had none 
during the present. The impression made upon 
my mind from several conversations with him, 
; was, that he is entirely competent to perform the 
work in a proper manner, and that, with his ideas, 
he will give us really a valuable book. Beyond 
that I have no personal knowledge of him what- 
ever. [Í believe the work will be of benefit to us; 
and coinciding with.me in that opinion, the com- 
mittee have instructed me to report the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is to purchase a book 
which is not yet published. f think we have gone 
far enough in this book-making matter. 

Mr. BAYARD. The money is not to be paid 
unless itis published. The amendment requires 
| that every copy is to be delivered before it is paid 
for; and further, the appropriation is not to be 
expended until the book has been examined and 
approved of by the Attorney General. 

The amendment was rejected, 

Mr. JOHNSON. There has been a decision 
made at the Treasury in regard to officers con- 
nected with the legislative department, which ren- 
ders it necessary that we should have an explan- 
atory clause in this bill. {therefore propose to 
amend the bill by inserting: 

That the joint resolution approved the 20th of July, 1854, 
shall be so construed as to embrace the Superintendent of 
Public Printing, and the clerks and messengers in his office. 

A decision was given on the 6th of February, 
Jast, under another act of a somewhat similar 
character, a portion of which I will read. It re- 
| lates to the compensation of officers: 

“ The beneficiaries entitled to receive under that section 
mnst lave been employed in the executive or legislative 
departments of tie Government. [ do notthink the Su- 
permiendent of Public Printing is in the department of 
either. 

“The whole subject is treated of in a decision on the 
18th of October, 1852, which [ will place in your hands if 
you will cali atthe office. i cannot furnish you with a copy, 
| by reason of not having any clerk to put at the work.” 

Subsequently, on the 6th of March, the follow- 
ing decision was made: 

“ Having been informed by Mr. Hamiin, of the Senate, 
that a diflerent construction had been put upon the act by 
| the Senate, and that an allowance had been made to hün, 
| by a vote of the Senate, as to other messengers, and thai 
: the Superintendent of Public Printing was deemed to be- 
| long to the legislative department of the Government, I 
now inform you that any payment within the terms of th 
| act mentioned, for such length of time as he served, wil 
be allowed in the settlement of your account? 

That connects him with the legislative depart- 
ment. Subsequently, within a few days past, a 
different decision has been given at the Treasury 
Department, which has thrown some portion of 
them upon the executive department. It is ne- 
cessary that there should be some uniformity in 
the decisions upon this question, and not have 
some brought in under one color, and some under 
another, and some not at all. 
tendent of Public Printing, and the force under 
him, certainly, belong to the legisiative branch ‘of 
the Government. It is so; since the Superintend- 
j ent himself, and the whole force under him, are 
entirely, under the authority, and peculiar control, 
and direction, and supervision of the Commit- 
tees of Printing of the Senate and the House. 
Ther accounts must pass through the hands of 


upon entirely by them. The reason why it has 
been deemed and adjudged that the Superintend- 
ent is connected with the Executive Department 
is more particularly because his appointment is 


made by the President. At the time that this sys- 


the Joint Committees on Printing. They are acted | 
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l his contracts, or to govern them, and fix them in 
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i control, thus leaving great room for difficulties to 
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i will adopt it. 
| that already provided. 


| amendment proposes to place this authorit 


es 


point the Superintendent, for the. simple reason.’ 


that there was no other more appropriate quarter 
to which the power of appointing. could be refer-- 


red; but all that he has to do is connected ‘with |, 
the legislative department, and not with the ex- 


ecutive department at all. L am therefore in- 


structed by the committee to offer this amendment, | 
and, if it be adopted, it will render uniform the i 


decisions in regard to his true position, and that 
of those who are under him. 

ro It simply gives uniform- 
ity to the decisions. PE 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Ihave here a matter of im- * 
portance, which I am instructed by the Commit- 
! tee on Printing to bring before the Senate. 
| der their instructions, l offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the item in the bill making - 


Un- 


an appropriation for lithographing and engrav- 
ing: 


other engravings, shall be ordered to be engraved and 
printed for either House of Congress, the Superintendent of 


} Public Printing shall invite proposals for the execution of 


all engravings and printings, specifying the particulars of 
style and time 3 and on the receipt of sach proposals, shall 
contract with the lowest bidder who shall offer for, the 
same; and should such contactor fail to furnish such maps, 
plates, or engravings, within the time specified in his con- 
tract, the Joint Cominittee on Printing shall have power to 
abrogate such contract, and require the Superintendent to 

prosecute such contractor for the penalty of such contract; 

and when the said Superintendent shall advertise for the 
annual supplies of printing paper for the congressional and 


i executive printing, he shall, at the same time, and in the 


same manner, advertise for such paper as may, in his opin- 
ion, be necessary for the printing of such maps, plates, or 
other engravings; and the contracts tor the paper shall be 
made by the said Superintendent, in like manner, and un- 
derthe same restrictions, as by law are now provided in 
the purchase of congressional and other printing paper. 
The Committee on Printing of the Senate have 
considered this matter, and it is most imperative 
that something should be done in regard to the 
engravings. I will give a short synopsis of the 
reasons and facts connected with the subject. 
The maps, plates, and other engraving are now 
contracted for by the Secretary of the Senate and 
Committee on Engraving of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, each for their respective Houses. The 


the Superintendent of -Publie Printing for the fol- 
lowing reasons: _ ; 
First, the superintendent now having charge of 


the printing of Congress, can make the contracts. 


for the engravings correspond in point of delivery 


i; with the time the printing is finished, so that the 


great delay in the delivery of books ordered by 
either House experienced during the present ses- 
sion, for want of engravings, may be avoided 
hereafter. Every member of the body is familiar 


with the extraordinary, to them unaccountable, | 
and to all outrageous, delay that has accompanied : 
the delivery of most of the books ordered to be’ 


printed by the Senate. 

Second, the Superintendent has now the author- 
ity of law to inspect and receive, or reject such 
engravings as may be ordered by Congress, whilst 
the contracts for these engravings are beyond his 


arise between the contractors, the Superintendent, 
and the contracting authority. Contractors are 
prone to slight or spoil their work, or procrasti- 
nate in its delivery, relying upon the liberality 
of the contracting power to interfere between them 
and the execution of their bonds. 

The contractor is responsible to the Superin- 
tendent of Public: Printing; but a committee of 
the House of Representatives, in one instance, 
and the Secretary of the Senate in the other, are 
the only ones that have control of him, to make 


accordance with what may be the necessities and 
interests arising from the action which has already 
taken place in regard tothe printing, either inthis 
body or in the other. : 

3d. The Government is now paying much more 
for paper for engravings thap it can be procured 
for by contract, (thie we are informed is the case;) 
and; under the proposed system, paper can be pro- 
cured of a better quality than that now used, and 
at a much less price. : 

The Senate will perceive at once that there is a 
relation existing directly between the subject-mats 
ter of printing, which is under the control af the 


1 trust the Senate. 
It gives. no compensation beyond 


Provided, That hereafter, when any maps, plates, or 


with. 


i 
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See 


pervision'of th 
the two Hous A : ; 
“At preseit'P*have to say to the' Senate: what I 
imagine’ will “surprise ‘them; and yet, if they re- 
flect for a moment, they will at oncé recognize that 
something of the sort must’ have been the case. 
Theére‘are vow in the Union office, of this city, one 
hundred tons of printed’ matter, not-delivered for 
thé simple"reason that the plates and engravings 
have been contracted for in such a manner that 
the‘ works cannot be issued because the engravings 
are not prepared and ready. In regard to’ Mar- 
cy’s report, which was ordered four months ago; 
and the copies of which ought to have been dë- 
livéred: by ‘this time, I understand thatthe engrav- 
ings and plates were not even ordered. until the 
day before yesterday. 
printed: ‘The Agricultural Report was ordered 
on the 30th of March, but the plates are not all 
even. contracted for at this time. Now, how can 
such.arsystem be carried on? and what.a. condi- 
tion of things is’ this in-connection with thé public 
business!” The Senate must see ‘that it is out of 
the:question, and will notdo at all. = Wee must do, 
something to concentrate. this class of business: 
under some one head, and make that head respon- 
sible far the work, All this printing; as U ünder- 
stand, could have. been delivered if the-plates had 
been: prepared... The: whole of this. matter would 
have been ‘delivered’ at thia session, and distrib- 
uted, and been’ sent to the people, or would have 
gone to whatever object it was designed for, if all 
these ‘things had been in the hands of any one 
who would have. attended to it as it should have 
been done. . But now it is certain that the one hun- 
dred tons of printed matter cannot be delivered to 
you up to the end of this Congress—this session 
and the next session both taken together.’ The 
amendment which I have offered I: have reason to 
believe; and the Committee on «Printing have 
reason to believe, will do away with the difficulty. 
Mr. GEYER. I desire to make an‘inquiry of 
the chairman of the Committee on. Printing. J 
understood him tosay that theplates for Marcy’s 
report were not ordered: until within a few days. 

Mr, JOHNSON. ‘The plates for Marcy's re- 
port, as T understand, which was: ordered to be 
printed some four months ago, were: not ordered 
until the day before. yesterday. 

Mr. GEYER. J have seen that report in the 
hands of members of the House as a Senate doc- 
ument, ordered by the Senate, with the plates. 
That has been furnished to members of the House 
some three or four weeks since. 

Mr. BADGER. _Is'my friend: certain that it is 
Marcy ’w reportos | i 

Mr. GEYER. Yes; sir, on the exploration of 
Red river. : 

Mr. BADGER. Iam not disposed to throw 
any unnecessary difficulty in the way of the 
amendment moved by the Senator from Arkansas, 
but | confess I have no disposition to pass any 
law giving the Superintendent. of Public Printing 
any further control than he is now allowed over 
the public printing. ` 

Mr. WELLER. If my friend from North 
Carolina: will allow me; I desire to say, I shall 


submit a proposition to insert after ‘* Superinten- | 


dent of Public Printing,” the words. ‘ together 
with the Secretary of the Senate.” . 

Mr. JOHNSON. -I imagine there is not a 
member of the body who has a higher regard for 
the Secretary of the Senate than I have, but I-do 
not believe he pas got anything to do with that 
business of the Senate. There is no man who 
would make any movement with more reluctance 
than | would to take fypm him the slightest particle 
of patronage, or. who. would. more positively re- 
fuse to do anything which ‘would cast upon him 
the slightest reflection; than myself. l do not 
know that the Secretary wants to have anything 
todo with this; but | have understood the con- 
trary, whether correctly or-not, I cannot say, for 
Lshavenot chosen to ask: This ia-a matter-of 


I understand. it is already » 
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to eachother.’ They cannot be got along with if 
divided, So as to make them proceed with uniform- 
ity. -P-will farther say, that if the Secretary of 
the Senate even desired to have control of it, i 
should’ consider that his desire was more earnest 
for thé control of a matter of that sort than ‘his 
judgment was good for the ‘interest of the public 
| in that respect. tah a os na : 

Fdo hope that the: Senator from North Caro- 
liwa; who- objects-to giving this-to the Superin- 
| tendentof Public Printing, will recollect that the 
Superintendent is bound by the most rigid laws 
which you have already enacted, and he is made 
peculiarly subject, in’ every instance and in all 
particulars, to the direct supervision and action of 
the joint committee of the two bodies, The power 
of rérioval also resta'with the President, so that 
at any ‘moment when there should be ‘cause for 
such a ‘course; either or ‘both of the committees 
would have him displaced upon thé spot. If you 
join the Secretary of the Senate ‘with: the Super- 
intendent, I suggest to the Senator from Cali- 
fornia that the: Committee on’ Engraving, of the 
other House, when this goes there, will also have 
to be inserted. Then we shall have the Commit- 
| tee on’ Engraving, the Secretary of the Senate, and 
the Supérintendent bf Public Printing acting upon 
the matter of letting out engravings; which is a 
| small matter, We shall have them all acting ‘on’ 
the engravings’ and stipetintending them,: while 
the’ printing will bé superintended by the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing; acting alone. ‘I trast 
and ‘hope, for the public interest, and in conform- 
ity with the wishes and opinions of the Committeé 
on Printing; that the’ amendment which I have 
offered may be permitted to pass just as it stands; 
and I feel disposed to say that | can even guaran- 
tee that under it the public service, in this par- 
licalar, henceforth: willbe done promptly and 
uniformly and morë cheaply. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. ‘The Senator from Ar- 
kansas seems to proceed upon the supposition that 
the Superintendent of the Public Printing can ad- 
vertise, and ‘make contracts for the engravings 


| sooner than the Secretary of the Senate. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Nov at all. 

Mr BRODHEAD. Has there been any delay? 
Is the delay in the delivery of the public'documents 
attributable to this matter of the engravings? If 
sd, it amounts to’ aconsiderable charge. F do not 
know why itis that the Secretary of the Senate 
cannot make contracts at as early a’ period for 
engravings as the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing. Ido not wish to be undérstood ab ex- 
pressing a positive opinion.against the measure of 
the Senator from Arkansas. I do not wish to 
cast any reflection upon any one; bit I think that 
the Superintendent. of the Public Printing, the 
Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the. 
House would be a very good board to take charge 
| of this matter. 
| Mr. WELLER. lt might be supposed, from 
some remarks made by..the Senator from Arkan- 
Bas, that there has been:some consultation between 


conversed with that gentleman on the subject. I 
| know not. what he wishes. Whether: he desires 
to continue in the superintendence of these engra- 
vings or not, is a question about which I know 
nothing. My only object-was to divide the re- 


j i : 

| to this matter. I desire to say, that 1 have never 
i 

H 


sponsibility between the Superintendent of Public- 


| 

| Printing andthe Secretary of the Senate. A large 
| amount of money has been expended, and is con- 
| stantly expended, by this Government for these 
| 
| 


engravings. I desire that that responsibility may 


rest upon the Superintendent of Public Printing, 


who is under the control of the President, and 
upon the Secretary.of the Senate, who ‘is under 
i the control of this body. . ‘The Senator says that 
| if there be anything wrong under his amendment, 
| if it be adopted, the. President of the United States 


| can remove the Superintendent. l answer $o that, 


| if my.amendment be adopted; and anything wrong 


is done by the Secretary, he can be removed by 
this body. By agreeing to my amendment, we 
; can better advance the public interest. At all 
events, I should prefer that the Superintendent of 
the Public Printing and the Secretary.of the Sen- 
ate should have: charge of the engravings ordered 
to be contracted :for by. this body. I therefore 
make the motion—which I indicated a few minutes 


public business to be ‘transacted. ` All these sub-. 
|; jects of ‘printing, plates, and engravings, are akin 


the Secretary of the Senate and myself in‘regard ` 


agoto put the: Secretary of the Senate with the 
Superintendent of Publi¢ Printing. ‘ 

There is one other point to which I must allude. 
Lunderstand the Senator from Arkansas to say 
thät there has been a most extraordinary délay in 
obtaining these engravings; that there are now 
one hundred tons of printed’ paper in the ‘Union 
ofice—the public printer of the other branch: of 
Congress—not delivered to the House ordering 
them. Iftheréhas been this delay; if this matter has 
accumulated in that office, because of the failure « 
of a public officer to obtain the engravings, I 
think it i$ due to this body that the Senator should 
say where the responsibility rests. If the public — 
printing is delayed; if weare prevented from send- 
ing over the country that which we have ordered , 
to be printed, and if this délay ‘is’ occasioned by 
the act'of a public officer, it-is' the duty of the 
committee who have thespecial charge of the sub- 
ject to inform the body where the blame rests. -` 

Mr. JOHNSON. ‘I: should be glad: to know 
where the fault rests. I do not know it; and there 
again is another evidence that something ought to 
be donen regard to the matter, The Committee 
on Printing ‘has no control over, has nothing to do 
with, the letting of these engravings at all. Itis 
not my business to go about and hunt up this; and 
to'tell you the truth, F do not know whose fault it 
is.’ There must bea fault somewhere. There are 
the books; they are’ printed, ready for delivery, 
and’ yét' there‘are no engravings with then. Where 
the faulvis ‘know not. “1 know that the House 
Committee on Engraving has had the benefit and 
charge of the ‘orders which they haveissued for 
the agricultural ‘reports. As lo the matter of 
Marcy’s reports, | do not know whether the order 
originated first in that body or this. 

Mr. WELLER. I should very much like the 
Senator from Arkansas to inform me what are the 
duties of the Committee on Printing? I do not: 
pretend to know what object was ‘sought to be 
obtained by the Senate originally in the establish- 
ment of that committee. If f understand its duties, 
they were to take charge of the public printing 
that: might be ordered by the Senate, If they or- 
dered an extra number of five thousand copies'of 
a work to be distributed among the members, it is 
the duty of that committee, who thus reported in 
favor of it, tói informus- why it is‘that'the order 
has not ‘been complied with. ‘Po what other com- 
mittee of this body could 1 go, if I desired to ascer- 
tain why an order of the Senate in regard to the 
public: printing had not been complied with?. To 
what committee could I apply, if not to the Com- 
mittee on Printing? If they have not the general 
supervision of this subject, how comes.it thatthey 
are reporting this proposed change? If the Sen- 
ator has ascertained all the facts, which I doubt 
not he has, that he has this morning stated to the 
Senate, why not also have obtained the facts as- 
to who are to blame for this: most’ extraordinary 
delay in the public ptinting?. That isa question, in 
my judgiment, of practical importance to the body. 
We have seen proper:to ‘order the printing of an 
extraodinary-number of acertaindocument. That 
document has not been. presented. to.ys within a 
reasonable time. I desire to know where the fault 
attaches, where the blame lies; and if | cannot get’ 
that information from the Committee on Printing, 
I do not see the necessity of having a committee 
on the subject. : 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish sto say one word 
by way of explanation.. This amendment comes 
from the joint and unanimous action of the Com- 
mittee-on Printing of both Houses. It-does not 
originate from the Senate committee at all. The 
difficulty does not exist in the action or want of 


| action of the'Secretary of the Senate. The matter 
|in the House is managed by a committee'of the 


House, and weall know that he cannot have any- 
thing to do with contracts and business managed 
by.the committee of theother branch. J do notun- 
derstand that there has been the slightest delay, or 


| the slightest want of action, on the part of the Sec- 


retary of the Senate. Fe has been promptin making 
his contracts. But I know, asthe committee well 
know, that on the part of the House itvhas been 
not unfrequently the case that the contracts for 
engravings have not been made for months after 
the order; and in that way, as a consequence 
arising from the imperfect manner in which the 


i matter is managed in the other. branch, has oc- 


curred this large accumulation of printed matter; 
and consequently. the joint committee on the part 
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of the Senate and the House unanimously came 
to the conclusion that the whole matter should be 


put into the hands of somebody. who would seg |; 
to it, and get the plates along as fast as possible, | 


in order keep up with the accumulation of printed 
matter. So far as the Senate is concerned, l re- 
peat, and I am instructed to repeat, that there has 
been no imputation whatever, of any kind, on 
the officer in charge of it here. ‘The difficulty 
arises in the other body. ; 

Now, with regard to the amendment of the 
Senator from California, the only difficulty that 
arises in my mind is, that if you join the Secretary 
of the Senate with the Superintendent of Public 
Printing, it may be necessary, on the part of the 
House, to join somebody there to them. I do 
not know that there would be any objection to it; 
but it would seem natural that both should have 
an officer on their part connected with it. 
suggest this. I have no particular opposition to 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
California. 


kind is always done better and more promptly 
by one individual than by a committee or by a 
commission, or by a number of individuals. 


Mr. BADGER. The supposed necessity for | 


this amendment, as I understand the matter from 
the explanations which have been made, arises 
from this fact: When engraving have been or- 


dered for the Senate, and where the contract has | 


had to be made by our Secretary, he has made it 
promptly; but the contractor, in some cases, de- 
lays to execute the contract. In the other House 
the same thing happens. Now, sir, I do not see 
how the fact of the contract being made by the 
Superintendent of Public Printing will have any 
greater tendency to insure the prompt execution 
of it by the contractor than if that same contract 
were made by the Secretary of the Senate. The 
amendment proposes that suits shall be brought 
againstthe contractor, That may all bevery weil; 
but why cannot suits be brought upon our system 
of letting out the engraving now just as well and 
just as effectually as upon the proposed new sys- 
tem? i 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senatorallow me 
to say that the difficulty arises from the fact that 
the contracts are not made in the other House at 
the proper time? 

Mr. BADGER. Ifthe contracts are not made 
in the other branch of Congress, allow me to say 
it ceases to be a matter of any importance to us 
“in the Senate, because, by an amendment which 
was put upon the deficiency bill during this ses- 
sion, we have separated the connection between 
the two Houses in regard to their printing. When 
printing is hereafter ordered by the Senate, it is 
not to be done by the printer of the House when 
the House has already ordered the printing of the 
document, but the printer of each House is to do 
the prinung of that House respectively. Now, 
therefore, the proposition here is to make a pro- 
spective umendment to the law, which is unne- 
cessary; for, according to the statement, the difi- 


done promptly. Then there is no necessity for 
the amendment for past cases; and as to future 


cases, we have no connection with the House. | 


Our own printer is to do our printing, and our 


own engraving is to be done under the direction |) 


of ourselves. Therefore, if our Secretary makes 
,acontract, and the contractor does not comply 
with it, he can be sued; and I do not see what 
virtue there will be, so far as the Senate is con- 
cerned, in a bond given by the contractor to the 
Superintendent of the Public Printing, which would 
not be in a bond taken by the Secretary of the 
Senate. Besides, as | mentioned when I com- 
menced, E am exceedingly unwilling to give any 


farther control over the public printing or engrav- | 


ing, or over any of the operations of the Senate, 
to any executive officer, than he now has by law. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. So far as regards the 
casting of censure on that officer, I assure the Sen- 
ate that { have never heard the slightest intima- 
tion of it, or any intimation that he has been dere- 
lict in his duty. 

Mr. BADGER. What officer? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. 
to say 


Will the Senator allow me 


I only | 


1 do not know that it is improper, } 
but my experience has been that business of this ! 


The Secretary of the | 


| Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
| with that. ; 
i Mr. WELLER. I did not intend, in the slight- 
i est degree, to reflect upon the Secretary. 
| Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
| you did. 
! 


1 do not charge you | 


he has been at ail derelict in bis duty. But, sir, 
| the proposition submitted by the chairman of the 
Committee on Printing, is one that engaged the 
serious attention of the committee, and let me as- 
sure Senators that they are not aware of the trouble 
and embarrassments which are connected wiih 
that matter. They are involved in mystery; and 
although I have been connezted with the commit- 
tee, during the greater part of this session, I am 
frank to say that I am not well enough informed 
| now of the duties which attach to that office. You 


i must take some gentleman who has clearer senses 
i| than mine, to understand all the things which 
| attach to such a question. 
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anything improper in his conduct he would be re- į 
į sponsible to this body. These are the reasons | 
which prompted the joint committee to submit the 
| amendment. We want this matter put in such a | 
); shape that this officer can carry on the work with 
|| more expedition, so that we need not be delayed in 
| 


: receiving what we order. If ihe amendment con- 
| templated putting at hisdisposition a large amount | 
| of money, or if the contracts were such as should i 


l ual, l assure you that I should be the last man to ` 
delegate such a power. Butthe amount necessary | 
ito be involved in the purchase of these plates is ` 
small, and | do assure you that by the adoption | 


|; dispateh of the business. 
| agree to it. : 
| "Mr. BAYARD. 1 shall vote against this i 
amendment, because It is an attempt to legislate 
upon the pablic printing by way ofanamendment 


properly comes up, on the report of a committee, 
to seea different one introduced. Therefore, lam 
opposed to amending this bill by attaching to it | 
such a provision in a place where we can haveno 


against the amendment. i 
Mr. EVANS. 
į this subject. As chairman of the committee ap- | 
pointed to superintend the contingent expenses of: 
ihe Senate; this thing has come under my super-. 
| vision, for the Secretary of the Senate, in no in- 
: stance, bas undertaken to make contracts without, 
| 
i 


the consent of the committee. [It seems to me,as | 
| we have thought proper to sever the printing of | 
i the Senate entirely from that of the House, and to | 
l have no connection with it, we ought to have it | 


culty arises in the House; while onr engraving is | °t be delegated to the discretion of any individ- | 


of this amendment, you will add greatly to the ii 
I hope the Senate will || 


The wholeamendmentis killed. 
| not be expected to agree that the Secretary of the 
on the general appropriation bill. I am opposed | 
to the present printing system, and hope when it | 
' Committee on Engraving. 


proper discussion upon it. I shall, therefore, vote ‘| 


I desire to say a few words on | 


entirely under our own officer... If the Senate de- 
sires a document to be printed, the bare.order in- 
i dicates that the printer of the Senate isto do the 


3 | work. This amendment: proposes to take from 
l did not mean that.‘ 
l havė never heard any intimation that | 


the control of the Secretary of the Senate the.en- 
gravings, and give them toa man who is not an 
officer of the Senate, but an officer of Congress of 
both Houses; and, therefore, for consistency and 
propriety’s sake it would seem to me that things 
had better remain as they are. It is within wy 
personal knowledge that there hag been no delay 
in any of the engravings ordered by the Senate, 
except perhaps in one instance, in which the con- 
tractor instead of furnishing them when he should 
have sent them here, sent an excuse. In every 
instance where the thing has been practicable, it 
has been done promptly and efficiently. 

I have thought it necessary to say this much in 
vindication of the Secretary of the Senate, if he 
needs any vindication. He does not desire this 
sort of patronage. It may be desired elsewhere; 


li he does not desire it, and, therefore, it is not be- 


cause he desires it that I have felt any inclination 
| to say anything; but it is because, if you adopt the 
amendment, you will spoil the symmetry of your 
system. The-printing of the two Houses is en- 
under its own officers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the gentleman 


‘| tirely disconnected, and that of each is carried on 


| from California:to the amendment. 


Mr. WELLER. I do not wish to embarrass 
i the proposition, and for reasons satisfactory to me, 
which it is not necessary to mention, | withdraw 


ii the amendment. 


Mr. BADGER. I mave,in accordance with 
| the idea thrown out by the Senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Evans,] to strike out the words 
t Superintendent: of Public Printing,” and insert 
t Secretary of the Senate.” ' 
Mr. JOHNSON. This subject was under dis- 
cussion in the joint committee of the two Houser, 
and met with their unanimous concurrence. As 
to agreeing to the amendment or'not agreeing to 
jit, L-do not care a cent-what is done withit. Itig 
perfecily immaterial to me,’ The Senate muy leave 
its business just as it is if they choose. It is suf- 
ficient to say that the committees of the two Houses 
were unanimous in coming to the conclusion that 
thé matter should be conducted in a different man- 
ner, if we hoped to arrive at any good result, | 
In regard to one point about which some Sena- 
tors have displayed some sensitiveness unnecessa- 
rily, for there was no occasion for it, as faras I 
| was concerned at least, as to the performance of his 
duties by the Secretary of the Senate. | will state, 
as Í thought} had sufficiently stated. before, that 
| there is no blame cast upon that officer for his 
method in the discharge of his duty, and 1 have 
still further reason, on making further inquiry into 
the matter, to say that that officer has discharged 
his duty unexceptionably.. J have heard noth- 
ing to the contrary, and J have implied nothing to 
the contrary; but the joint committee deemed that 
it was necessary to do something in order to have 
an effective system, and they have presented, as 
the means which they propose, the amendment, 
believing that the business should be concentrated, 
if we expect it to be well done. If the Senate 
chooses to vote it down, I care not. 
Mr. Bapoer’s amendment to the amendment 
was agreed tò. ‘ 
Mr JOHNSON, The amendment has now 
been amended. The object, l presume, is attained. 
The House can- 


Senate shall act as their agent, to manage their 
matter of engraving, and supersede their own 
I shall therefore vote 
against the whole amendment. 

The amendment, as amended, was rejected. 


have instructed me to offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the clause making appropri- 
ation for the paper and printing of the Senate: 

| Provided, That whenever it shall be the opinion of the 
| Committee on Printing that the character of any document 
ordered to be p inted may render such change reecssary, 
the size may be changed from octave to quarto form : bat 
in no case shail the price to be paid for eamposition and 
press work exceed the pro reta as established by tbe print- 
ing act of August 26, 1852, for the punting of congres- 
siona} documents. 


i 
| 
| Mr. JOHNSON. The Committee on Printing 
| 
F 
| 


| This originates in consequence of the fact that 
| in some works—as in the case of Gillies’s Report, 
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which has been ordered by the House—the plates 
‘cannot be got in the octavo pages, and there is po 
“authority under the law, as it stands, to alter it to 
a quarto päge: This is merely to give the author- 
ity, when it may be-absolutely necessary in the 
S execution of the work, to changeit. 
. The amendment was agreed tor ~. 
Mr. SLIDELL. 


; ; ) | desire to offer. an amend- 
ment, which, itis necessary to. state to the Senate, 
“comes. within. the class. of. private claims which 
were. decided as. being out of order yesterday. I 
“will very. briefly. state the reasons why 1 now.ask 
the adoption ofthis particular amendment. 

Mr: HUNTER. | If it is out of order, it cannot 
be received... 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
mous consent., A : i 
.. Mr. HUNTER. I object to receiving anything 

"out of order. F 
`. The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brient.) 
The rule is imperative that private claims cannot 
be received. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will simply state that it is 
recommended by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
„and the Secretary of State as being one of strict 
justice towards certain Spanish subjects The 
Secretary of State considers it important and ne- 
cessary for the dispatch of certain pending nego- 
tiations with Spain to dispose of it. It is one of 
strict justice. I think the case for which it pro- 

.Widesjts.equal in hardship to that of the Black 
Warrior. , {f the Senate chooses to reject it under 

* these circumstances, very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. . Does the Sen- 
ator offer: this amendment? ; 

Mr. SLIDELL. {$ do; and suggest these rea- 
sons why-it should, be received. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be read. > 
Mr. SLIDELL. ‘Vhere isa letter on fileamong 
the papers from the Secretary of State on the sub- 
„ject, ; 

7 The amendment was as follows: 

-o Beo, — And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to release 
a judgment rendered in, the circuit court of the United 
Stares, in the fifth circuit and eastern district of Louisi- 
ana, on the 13th of Febrnary, 1854, in the case of. the Uni- 

: ted States vs. Puig, Mir & Copot. New Orleans, for. the 
sum of $1,310 54, and interest thereon, being (he amount 

`of duties claimed to be due, and payable to the United 
States, on certain coffee imported into 'the port of New Or- 

-degns from Cuba, in the Spanish brig Pepita 5. and that the 
said Secretary of the Treasury is her¢by further authorized 
and required to release a judgment rendered in said court, 
at the same date, in the case of the United States vs. P. 
Puig, and Puig, Mir & 00., of New Orleans, for the sum 

. of $3,761 12, aud interest thereon, being the amount of im- 
port duties claimed to be dug. and payable to the United 
Brates, on certain coffee imported into the said port of New 
Orleans from Cuba, in the Spanish brig Atalayador į bnt if 
the judgments aforesaid, or any part: thereof, shall have 
becn paid by the defendants, the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
fs hereby further authorized and required to refund to them, 
out of any moneys in the Treasury uot otherwise appro- 
printed, the amount sovpaid. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. It belongs to 
the class of private claima intended to be excluded 
by the rule. 

Mr. SLIDELL. [ have stated. so; and I ask 
the unanimous consent of the Senate for its con- 
sideration. . 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot agree to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Virginia objects, and it cannot be received. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to offer 
an amendment to the bill. Yesterday, the Sena- 
tor from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] submitted a 
proposition to amend the amendment which re- 
lated to custom-houses, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, by its chairman, [Mr. Ham- 
LIN,] 80 as to establish a custom-house and post 
office at some port in his State. The Chair de- 
cided that to be out of order under a rule which, 
I understand, is one ofthe rules of the Senate. 
Now, Mr. President, it does seem to me that it 
is a very strange rule, and as unjust and unequal 
as itis strange. Whatis it? Under that rule, it 
was decided yesterday by the Chair, that the 
Senator from Georgia could not make a proposi- 
tion to build a custom-house in his State, where 
it was very much needed. And why? Because, 
forsooth, some one'of the Departments had not 
seen fit to recommend it. Now, I submit to you, 
Mr. President, and to the American Senate, if we 
are to legislate under such duress as that? Are 
we to be dependent for our action upon the views 

“and eéaprices, or upon the judgment of any of the 


. It can be received by unani- 


“Departments of this Government? Is it not a 


violation of every principle of equality and jus- 
tice ? lg it not a trespass upon the rights of every 
Senator here? Your constituents, sir, and my con- 
stituents, their rights, and their interests, are to 
be adjudged by some Secretary of a Department, 
“Mr. DOUGLAS. I dislike to “interrupt my 
friend, but I must ‘call him ‘to order. Funder- 
stand him to make an attack upon the rules of the 


Senate, arid as there is no motion pending to mod- || 


ify or repeal those rules, I do not conceive that it 
is in order.” ` 
- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would say to 
my friend from Illinois, that | am only stating this 
in order to make out my case before the Senate, 
and then { shall appeal to their justice and their 
judgment for the remedy. Iam only arguing the 
case of propriety to get a vote which I am sure I 
shall get. 

I repeat, Mr. President, that Iam required, and 


. you are required, and the Senator ftom Illinois is 


required, before we can offer an amendment here 
asking for an appropriation for custom-houses in 
either of our States, or for a hospital or for any 


other purpose, to get the approbation and consent |j 
‘of some one of the Departments, or else be fortu- 


nate enough to secure the consent and approbation 
of a majority of some one of the committees of the 
Senate a 

Mr. HUNTER. * I will suggest to the Senator 
that if there is anything in the rules which he dis- 
likes, he can move to repeal them; but this is not 


“the proper occasion on which to argue in regard 


to them. s 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the Sena- 
tor will allow me to put myself right. It is all I 
ask. I do not desire to get a dollar out of the 
Treasury, but I simply ask to stand right before 
my ‘constituents, and under this rule I cannot do 
so. 1 pat it on a question of privilege, if you 
please. I will state the case distinctly. At the 
commencement of this session of Congress, a 
large memorial was sent here from my constituents 
asking Congress to establish a marine hospital at 
Memphis. I was required, under the rules of the 


‘Senate, to refer it to the Committee on Commerce, 


which I did with great pleasure., 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
will allow the Chair to remark that there is noth- 
ing before the Senate.’ i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope you will 
allow me to. make’ my spect, and propose an 
amendment. ip 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
can now propose his amendment, and the Chair 
will decide whether it is in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Chair will rule it out of order. 

Thé PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the Sen- 
ator is clearly out of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. fam aware of that; 
but I hope | shall be allowed to put myself right 
before the Senate and my constituents. I appeal 
to the magnanimity of the Senate. 

Mr. RUSK. Offer the amendment, and then 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Well, here it is. 
‘I propose to add, at the end of the amendment 
which was adopted on the motion of the Senator 
from Maine, [Mr. Hamuin,] as chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce, the following: 

At Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, for the purchase 
of a site, and the erection of a marine hospital, the sum of 
$50,000. 

l was very well aware, Mr. President, that 
under the rules it would be ruled out of order, as 
was the amendment of my friend from Georgia; 
but it is against that injustice that I want to put 
myself right. I want to enter my protest against 
it, state the circumstances, and show to the Senate 
the injustice which is done to my constituents 
under that rule. With the consent of the Senate, 
I will do it in a few minutes; but if there is one 
Senator here who will deny me the privilege to 
put myself right—— À 

The PRESIDING OFFICER.. The Senator 
is clearly out of order, the amendment itself being 
excluded by the rule. It is in the power of the 
Senate.to overrule the decision. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair; and I sup- 
posel may be permitted to'speak on that question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, whether the decision of the Chair, declaring 


I am sure the 


thé Senator from Tennessee to be out of order, is 
kto stand as the judgment of the Senate? 

: Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Before the vote is 
| taken, I desire to argue that matter, I put it 
upon the ground that it is an act ‘of injustice to 
me and every Senator on the floor, and to that ex- 
ient is an infringement of the constitutional rights 
of every Senator: By what power and authority 
i does the Senate undertake to declare to me that 
I shall not represent the wishes of my constituents? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is not a debatable one.’ . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If I-have not the 
right to show that the rule is unconstitutional, I 
should like to know what power we have here, 
except that which is exercised by a dominant 
majority ? 

Mr. WELLER. There is a rule here abridg- 
ing liberty of speech. You cannot say anything 
upon a question of this sort. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair de- 
cided that the Senator was out of order in arguing 
an amendment after it was decided to be out of 
order. | . À 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
rule on the appeal. - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. From that he 
appeals. The question is, whether the decision of 
the Chair shall stand as the judgment of the Sen- 
ate. That is not debatable. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained—ayes 
nineteen, noes not counted. ==> A 

Mr. RUSK. I have a small amendment to 
offer to the third section, which has been adepted 
as an amendment, on the recommendation of the 
Committee on Finance. It now provides that 

In the office of the First Auditor there shali be one clerk 
taken from class three, and placed in class four, and four 
additional clerks allowed of class one. - 

I understand that these four clerks are perform- 
ing the duties of the third class. I also under- 
stand that it was recommended by the Auditor 
that they should be put down in the third class, 
but, by some means in transcribing the recom- 
mendation at the Treasury Department, they 
were put down as in class one. I therefore move 
to strike out “one” and insert ‘‘three.’’ 

Mr. ADAMS. The statement of the Senator 
Tunderstand to be correct. ` The duties to which 
those clerks are assigned are in the third class. 

Theamendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I have another amendment which 
I am directed to offer by the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. It is to strike out: 

For improving and repairing the room in the custom- 
house at Savannah, used as post office, $1,000. ` 
—and insert: 

For the erection of a building” for the post office at the 
eity of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, $50,000; on 
condition that the said city shall furnish a site for the build- 
ing. 

Mr. President, I shall make but a few words of 
explanation in reference to the amendment. In 
the construction of a custom-house at. Savannah, 
the room which was assigned to.the post office 
department is, I believe, in the. basement of. the 
building, and is entirely unsuitable forthe purpose 
of a post office. Itis cold and damp, and lights 
have to be used in it day and night. There is no 
arrangement in the custom-house there by which 
the post office can be accommodated. Savannah 
is a place of growing importance, with its roads 
extending out west, ltisa very considerable sea- 
port town; and F believe it will be a matter of 
economy to adopt the amendment. The citizens 
propose-to furnish a site for the post office; and 
$50,000 will make a building suitable for it. I 
believe it will be a matter of economy on the part 
of the Government to adopt that plan. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Texas that that will lead to an entirely new range 
of appropriations. The Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia {Mr. Bropagan] will come up again with his 
„proposition for the post office in Philadelphia, and 
thus they will go on accumulating. l think. it 
will be the best plan to keep these. buildings out 


I am arguing the 


| of the bill. 


The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. GWIN. I offer the following additional 
sections: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the seventh sec- 
tion of the act of January 18, 1837, entitled ‘ An act sup- 
plementary to an act establishing the Mint and regulating 
the coins of the United States,” be so arnended as to ex- 


tend the allowance for the annual salary of the clerks in 


1854. 
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the Mintof the United States to $1,800 each, from and 
after the Ist day of July, 1854 at the discretion of the ofti- 
cers authorized by law to appoint, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States, including also one clerk 
in the office of the assistant treasurer at Phitadelphia. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the second sec- 
tion of the act of July 3, 1852, entitled “ An act to establish 
a branch mint of the United States in California’? be so 
amended as to ailow to the clerks authorized to be em- 


ployed therein, $3,000 per annum each, to take effect from | 
and after the first day of July, 154; and such additional | 
sum as, together with those elsewhere provided iu this act, 


will equal the respective salaries authorized by this section 
of this act, are hereby appropriated out of any moneys in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the payment 
thereof 

SEC. —. And be it further enacted, That all the appoint 
ments of clerks and assistants authorized to be employed in 


the office of the assistant treasurers of the United States, 


and in the offices of the Mint and branches thereof, and 
assay office, New York, shall respectively be made with 


the approbation of the President, by the assistant treas- | 
pp > DS 


urer, director, superintendent, and treasurer of the Mint, 
said branch Mints and assay office, Avhose bonds are beld 
in the Treasury Department in trusg for the proper perform 
ance of their respective duties. 

That is the form of a bil? which was reported 
by the Committee on Finance, and passed the 
Senate, fixing the compensation of the clerks in 
the Mints and branches, It is reported from the 
committee. 

Mr. SLIDELL. l have no objection to the 
amendment of the Senator from California, so far 
as regards the Mint of New Orleans, raising the 
salaries of the clerks there. 


the clerks receive $1,500 a year, and the cashier 
$1,800, Now, if the salaries of the clerks be in- 
` creased, so as to be made equal to what the cashier 
now receives, the cashier, whose duties are much 
more arduous and responsible, ought also to have 
his increased, and I suggest to the Senator from 
California that he should increase the salary of 
the cashier to $2,200. 5 
Mr. GWIN. The amendment, as I offer it, is 
in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Department. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then I shall move to amend 

it by raising the salary of the cashier. 

Mr. RUNTER. l soegest that it is better not 
to depart from the estimate in relation to the 
clerks. Tt is shown to be actually necessary to 
increase their salaries in order to get an experi- 
enced class of men; but as to increasing the sala- 


ries of the higher officers; 1 think they had better | 
come in as a separate measure hereafter, and not | 


be put in this bill. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I will state, for the informa- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia, that it is im- 


possible to retain the services of an efficient cashier | 
at the present salary. A man capable of oceupy- | 


ing the position, can get a much higher salary in 
commercial houses in New Orleans. My col- 
league, who has received several letters on the 
subject, will confirm that statement. The clerks 
now receive $1,500 a year, and the cashier $1,800. 


It is utterly impossible to obtain the services of a | 


responsible man at the rate of salary now given. 
They are obliged to have an inferior class of men. 
It is only within the last two or three weeks that 
the cashier of the Mint at New Orleans left his 
place, because he obtained a much higher salary 
in a mercantile house. I shall, therefore, offer the 
amendment to increase the salary of the cashier in 
a corresponding ratio with that of the clerks. 

Mr.GWIN. 1 will accept that amendment. 

The question being put on the amendment, as 
modified, the Presiding Officer declared that it ap- 
peared to be rejected. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. There is no objection to 
the amendment. 
in favor of it; everybody agrees to it; the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Huwrer] agrees to it; and the 
Secretary of the Treasury has especially called 
for it. 

The question was again put; and, ona division, 
no quorum voted. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. There is no objection to`: 


the amendment. The Committee on Finance agree 
to it; we all agree to it. [Laughter.] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is a mat- 
ter which the Chair cannot decide except by a 
count. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I ask for another count. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator who called fora 
division can withdraw his call. 

The amendment was then agreed to—ayes 21, 
noes not counted. 


I desire to suggest | 
to him, however, that by the present allowance | 


The Commitee on Finance are | 


| jection to this? 


Mr. GWIN. I propose the following amend- 
ment: . ¢ 

Seo. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th June, 1854, the annual salary of the director of the 
Mint shali be $5,000; that of the superintendent of the 
branch mint, and the assistant treasurer of the United States 
at San Francisco, California, $6,000 each; that of the 


! superintendent of the assay office at New York, and of the 


assistant treasurer .at Poiladelphia, Pennsylvania, $4,500 
each ; that of the superintendent of the mint, and the as- 


sistant treasurer at New Orleans, Louisiana, and of the ; 


treasurer at Boston, Massachusetts, $4,000 each; and that 
of the assistaut treasurer at Charleston, South Carolina, 
$3,000: Provided, ‘That it shall be their further duty, when 
designated by the President of the United States, to perform 
the services now authorized by Jaw to be performed by the 
agents for paying pensions, or any other duties, without 
any greater aggregate of compensation than is herein pro- 
vided. N 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope this will be laid over 
until the next session. L went for the increase of 
the salaries of the clerks, because it is indispensa- 
ble; but it is not-necessary to raise these salaries 
to retain the services of those superior officers. I 
hope it will go over. We have already put a 
great deal upon this bill, and we should not add 
such items ag this. 

Mr. GWIN. Iwill make a statement in rè- 
gard to the officers in California, and, I suppose, 
other gentlemen can speak of those in their sev- 
eral States. The treasurer of the branch Mint at 
San Francisco has a salary of $4,500. In addi- 
tion to that, and the duties which ure placed upon 
him as assistant treasurer, he has to superintend 
the accounts of all the disbursing officers in Cali- 
fornia. 
liable for, as treasurer of the Mint, and Assistant 
Treasurer of the United States, the amount of from 
$50,000,000 to $75,000,000 a year. Fis salary is 
only $4,500, while our appraisers get $6,000. He 
gives a bond of $400,000. So much for the as- 
sistant treasurer. ‘Phere is no officer of the Gov- 
ernment who has to disburse such large amounts 


as the treasurer of that branch Mint. Now, it is 
proposed to increase his salary $1,500. It is the 
He has 


same in regard to the superintendent, 
important duties to perform. By the establish- 
ment of the assay office in New 
Mint in California, more money will be coined at 
that point than all the other Mints in the United 
States. It is estimated that the amount coined 
there will be $30,000,000 a year. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
in regard to the 
is the Director o 
the Mints in the United States. 
was fixed in 1837, there were about $3,000,000 
coined annually; now there are $60,000,000 alone 
in Philadelphia, besides the California Mint, and 
at the assay office in New York, which are added 
to him. 
ary of the treasurer of the Mint, and the Assistant 
‘Treasurer of the United States in the city of Phil- 
adelphia—which office is now occupied by Dr. 
Sturgeon, with whom Senators are acquainted— 
is $4,000. This proposes to give him $4,500. 
His salary was fixed when there were about 
$3,000,000 coined; now there are $60,000,000, 
and he is answerable for that, and givesa bond in 
$300,000. 


States, and $1,000 for paying pensions—making 
$4,000. 'This proposes to give him for all $4,500. 
it therefore increases his actual compensation but 


$500. 


All the officers of the Mint and branch Mints | 
in the United States are under the charge and con- | 


trol of the Director of the Mint at Philadelphia. 
His salary is proposed by the amendment to be 
fixed at $5,000, and that of the Treasurer at 
$4,500, and for that heis to perform all the duties 
which he now performs. Can there be any ob- 
I know that the Senator from 


| Virginia objects to it; but why? He says that 


‘hold their office for life. 


the bill is already loaded. Did he not yesterday 
vote for an increase of the salaries of the judges 
of the Sapreme.Court of the United States ? ‘They 
But here are gentlemen 


: temporarily in the public service, subject to the 


mutations of politics, handling millions and mil- 
lions of dollars belonging to the Government; and 
it becomes, therefore, an imperativeduty, in view 
of many considerations, that their salaries should 
be increased. I hope the amendment will be 
agreed to. I hope the Senate of the United States 
will not ask gentlemen to give bonds in $300,000, 


He has to receive, on deposit, and he is | 


ork, and the | 


I beg to say a few words | 
o officers in Philadelphia. One j 

GSMi. Lie has charge of all 
When his salary | 


His salary is fixed at- $5,000. The sal- | 
He receives now $2,000 as treasurer ; 


of the Mint at Philadelphia; $1,000 for his addi- į 
tional duties as Assistant Treasurer of the United | 


| 


i 
| 
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i 
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i 


| $ 
i Mr. DAWSON. 


t 

jand handle $60,000,000 for less than $4,500 a 
year. The amendment is right and proper in every 
respect. The ‘scale of salaries mentioned in’ it 
was sent here by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in a letter which I have read ` 1 therefore’ hope, 
as it is recommended by.the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and as itis justified by such reasons as 
I have stated, that the Senate will agree to it. 

Mr. DAWSON. Iam as liberal aa any man 
ought to be in the distribution ofthe public money, 
but I ask the Senator from Pennsylvania what 
salary is given to the Governor of his State? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. We give him $3,500. At 
the last session of the Legislature, | believe, they 
increased it; I do not know how much. 

Mr. DAWSON. Three thousand five hundred 
doilars is the salary of the Governor. The salary 
of the Superintendent of the Mint is $5,009. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. No, sir; the salary of the 
Director of the Mint is now $3,500, and he con~ 
trols all the Mints in the United States. 

Mr. DAWSON. -He controls all the Mints of 
the United States! What control does he exer- 
cise over them? What-hour of his time is taken 
up by that control? He never goes to one of those 
branch Mints. He receives a report of not more 
than fifteen lines as to the amount of coinage at 
the other Mints; and, sir, he has no responsibility 
growing out of the bonds which are spoken of. 
The honesty of the superintendent or director 
constitutes his bond. Are we to pay men because 
a large amount of money goes into a box or into 
the Treasury over which they have superintend- 
ence, because they give a bond? Why, sir, a 
bond is no security at all. I would not give a 
snap of my finger for it. It is the honesty of the 
man to which Llook. Well, are we to pay for 
that? Every man is an honest man, Why is it 
that men who are appointed to superintend work- 
| ing establishments are to receive greater salaries 

than you give to the intellectual men who control 
the State—your Governors and your chief jus- 
tices? No man in the State receives such a com- 
pensation as is here proposed to be given to these 
officers. Sir, by doing this, you hold out an in- 
ducement by your high salaries to make every 
man who is in an elevated position, where hemay 
be useful to his State and to the country, come 
down to labor for the General Government be- 
cause of the salary. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My friend from Georgia 
| commenced by asking me a question. Now, I ask 
him, why he voted yesterday to increase the sal- 
aries of the judges of the Supreme Court? 

l voted to increase them be- 
cause the position requires men of high attain- 
‘iments. They must spend all their life in study to 
make themselves acquainted with legal knowledge. 
Are we, because we raise the salaries of men of 
their attainments, men who control the rights of 
the people and the constitutional rights of the 
States, and superintend the laws of the country to 
raise the salaries of all other officers under the 
Government? Sir, this thing of raising the salaries 
You make your clerks 


‘| There is not a dependent on the Senate Chamber 
who does not receive more money than those who 
are engaged in transacting the legislative business 


| of the country. We have forgotten ourselves. No 


} 
i 


| man can touch his own salary here, when he 
| knows that he cannot subsist with the means 


| while he will not touch his own. 


| My. BRODHEAD. The Senator from Georgia 


i commenced with a sort of argumentum ad komi- 
nem reply to me. Ishould like to know how many 
dollars per day he yesterday voted to foreign min- 
c s p yney y 5 

| isters? 

i Mr. DAWSON. I voted to increase the sala- 
| ries of foreign ministers to such an amount as 
| under the laws and Constitution of the country 

Í they are entitled to. 


JIE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


July 27. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. How mugh per day? . 

Mr.. DAWSO do not. know that their 
salary. was $9,000.per annum and. an outfit, and 
we. have raised. it. But. why does. the. Senator 
‘ask that.question? Is it an argument. in favor of 
raising. the salaries. of men.who are not employed 
from one day. to the.other? ..Notat.all. The rea- 
son why J. resist. this, proposition is this:.The 
General Government is now raising the salaries of 
the officers. whom they. have.the power to appoint 
‘in the different States to such æ degree, that the 
salaries allowed. by. the States to their officers:are 
being degraded... | have -adopted it-as a rule, 
that I should. vote. for giving to no district judge 
in any one of the States a higher salary than the 
chief justice. of that. State receives; for 1 have no 
idea of letting the General Government bid off, 
and take the most elevated characters in the State, 
merely because Congress may be able to. give them 
„a iargër salary.. ‘That is the reason of my action. 
I have voted for theincrease of salaries in Califor- 
“nia. ‘The Senator may ask me why I did that. 
I have done it because the expenses there are so 
extravagant. But the day.is:soon coming when 
a man will be able to live there as cheaply, as he 
does here; and when that day arrives, I venture 


to say that the Senator from California will. not | 


ask for an increase of. salaries to a point ‘higher 
than are given in the other States.. It is a mere 
temporary inconvenience, which does not exist in 


Philadelphia, A judge of the supreme- court. in-| 


Pennsylvania receives nothing like the amount 
proposed to be given to these officers, and. he is 
engaged from morning to night, nearly every day, 
either in the courtshouse or in hia private cham- 
bers. . I have looked over the salaries of the offi- 
cers of various States, and I find nothing to justify 
an increase of what is given to the director and 
Superintendent. af. the, Mint... My: friend, Dr. 
Sturgeon, for whom | have the greatest possible 
reapect, served many years as Secretary of State 
in Pennsylvania, where his duties were much more 
continuous and arduous, and required much more 
devoted attention than the duties of his present 
office. 

Mr. COOPER, | He was not Secretary of State. 

Mr. DAWSON. | What then? 

Mr. COOPER, Treasurer. 

Mr. DAWSON., As treagurer of the State 
his duties were much more arduous than those 
which he has to perform now. I- should sooner 
see him have this increase than almost any other 
man.in Pennsylvania; but I object to the principle. 
As to the superintendent of the mint in Georgia, 
1 might ask you to raise his salary upon the same 
principle; but L do not think he deserves it, be- 
cause he gets now ‘nore than.the officers of the 
State of Georgia generally get. i / 

Mr. COOPER.. 1 do not like to find myself in 
opposition to the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, whenever I can vote with him; but I 
must vote in favor of this amendment, and [ de- 
sire to say.e word in reply to the remarks of the 
Senator from Georgia. í 

: I do not think his argument has much force in 
at, 
and how much we pay our. other executive and 
judicial officers who. are engaged in.the discharge 
of their respective duties in Pennsylvania. . My 
colleague answered that we pay our Governor 
$3,500. We pay him but $3,000. We did pay 
him $4,000, until a spirit of demagogism, de- 
signed to-elevate certain. individuals in the popu- 
lar favor, swept over the State, and reduced the 
salaries below a respectable grade. But, sir, is 
‘the amendment which is proposed unreasonable? 
i shall not. argue it further than tbe State of Penn- 
gylvania is concerned; but | am sure the proposi- 
tion is not unreasonable. The Senator is very 
widely mistaken. in regard to the duties incum- 
bent upon the treasurer of the Mint, They are 
very large and most responsible. As my col- 
league has informed the Senate, he gives bonds, 
in pursuanceof law, to the amount of $300,000. 
The Senator from Georgia tells you that that is 
nothing; that every manis honest. But the law ex- 
acts the bond. 


tell the Senator that a number of gentlemen de- 
clined this very ofice. How many, my colleague 
can tell; three I think, two iknow declined it, 
because of the inadequacy of the salary, and the 
Jargeness of the security demanded. He has to 
discharge the duties, onerous in themselves, of 


He asks how. much we pay our Governor, | 


He bas been obliged to give it, and | 
it was with difficulty that he did give it; and let me |! 


Ht 
j 


he has other duties besides. 


| the rights of individuals and States. 


| question . 


treasurer of ‘the Mint; he paysall the pension cer- 


tificates drawn on the office at Philadelphia, and 

Now, sir, I know. something: of his duties from 
‘conversation which | had with him;and F know 
what the duties of a State treasurer are; and there 
is no Comparison between the two. The duties of 
his-office-are perhaps as onerous, and indeed more 
onerous, I ‘believe, than the duties of any other 


officer, State or National, within the limits of 


Pennsylvania, ‘The director has far: less duties; 
and they are less.responsible, although the office is 
higher, and a higher salary has been attached to it. 
Now, I am sure that anybody who will undertake 
to examine.the character of the duties incumbent 
upon the treasurer will not say that they require 
less mind, although it may be of a different. kind 
than that which is applied to the adjudication of 
It. requires 
as high.a degree of talent to discharge the duties 
of that station.as. it does to discharge the duties 
of chief justice of the State. The talents required 
for the two offices are of a different kind; but, sir, 
they both require talents of a high character, in 
order to discharge the.duties satisfactorily. Dr. 
Sturgeon possesses that, kind of talent in an emi- 
nent degree. He was not aman who shone here, 
although he was universally.esteemed; but he.is 
a man: whose financial abilities, whose honesty 
and integrity every man confides in. He ought 
to. be paid for the duties which he performs. 1 
have no doubt that the amendment is equally just, 
as applied to the other officers. whote salaries. it 
raises. ` À 3 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope. we shall take the 
I understand it is the intention of the 
Senate to sit this bill out to-day. 

Mr. WELLER. [ have an amendment.to pro- 
pose to the amendment. l know of no other 
place to which it more properly applies than here. 
{ think it will commend itself to the favorable con- 
sideration of my friend from Georgia. It simply 
proposes to give an adequate compensation to an 
officer in California, who is literally starved out 
under the existing law. It provides that he shall 
be allowed the same compensation that is paid for 
similar services under the laws of that State... It 
is as follows: 

The fees and compensation of the marshal in California 
shal} correspond with the fees and compensation allowed 
to sheriffs or other officers tor similar Bervices in phe courts 
of that State. ` pa ` 

I offer that amendment. 

Mr BRODHEAD. That can come in as a 
separate and independent proposition. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suppose there is not a State 
in the Union in which there is not some ground 
for Senators’ saying that the marshal’s fees should 
be increased. If this amendment in regard to 
marshals in California be agreed to, Senators-from 
all the other. States will feel it their duty to offer - 
amendments in relation to theirs. This proposes 
to apply to the marshal in California what l under- 
stand was the old law in regard to marshals, but 
repealed by the late one. [believe we shall have 
to make some general provision in,regard to mar- 
shals, but it cannot be done on this bill. 

Mr. WELLER. I think we have been prom- 
ised for the last two or three years that the in- 
convenience and hardship,.to which I have al- 
Juded, should be removed. But the reform spoken 
of by the Senator from Virginia is like some of 
my reforms. They area day ahead of me, and 
retain their position. Lean never find a proper 
time at which to correct these evils. [| know an 
instance myself in which the marshal in Califor- 
nia was required, under the law, to perform ser- 
vices which were absolutely necessary, and in 
which he expended some $400 or $500. Every 
Senator who would examine the account would 
be perfectly satisfied with the propriety of every 
item in it; and under the law as it now stands he 
is entitled to some forty dollars. Itis utterly im- 
possible to obtain any responsible man to dis- 
charge the dutiés of the office of marshal in Cal- 
ifornia for a less compensation than is paid to our 
sheriffs. The fair and legitimate presumption is, 
that the State Legislature, who have the keeping 
of the public money in their hands, will take the 
care of fixing the rates of compensation for their 
public officers at the lowest point at which they 
can be fixed. In California there has been re- 
cently a great reduction in the fees allowed to some 


of the publie officers. Under the law of 1850, 


| from Arkansas wants to be right. 


- 
ithe fees of nearly all the civil officers. were much 
higher than they are now} but the people‘having 
turned their attention to ‘the subject, through the 
Legislature, they reduced the.fees of the sheriffs 
and all.the other officers to the lowest. point at 
“which their services can be commanded. ~All I 
propose is, that for similar services the marshal of 
the United States shall be allowed the same com- 
pensation as, under. the State law, is allowed to 
sheriffs. I know, sir, that there are some ‘States 
in the Union where the StateJaws allow a much 
smaller amount than the law of the United States 
allows a marshal. I first inclined to the opinion 
that the better course was to introduce a general 
proposition allowing the marshals in all the States 
the same amount of fees as are allowed to sheriffs 
for similar services; but I understand: the operas 
tion of that would be to reduce the fees of the 
marshals in some of the New England States. 
Therefore, I have \ntroduced the amendment in 
relation to this p lar instance, in which I 
know the grossest Wjustice-is done to an active, 
efficient, and energetic public officer. Whenever 
the Senator from Virginia comes forward and pro- 
poses to correct any defects that exist in. the mar- 
shal’s fees in the State of Virginia, he shall have 
my support. 1 will go with him to correct abuses 
wherever I find them, and L will attack them 
whenever they are presented. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. . The original. amendment 
relates to the officers of the,Mint and. sub-treas- 
urers. .The amendment. of. the Senator from 
California to that.amendment, relates to marshals. 
It ought to be a separate section. It is nota 
germane amendment. I therefore hope he will 
permit us to take a voteon the amendment offered 
by his colleague. 

Mr. JOHNSON. In regard to this matter of 
marshals, | have no doubt in the world that there 
is justice in the suggestions of the Senator from 
California, and [I do believe that when the rates 


| of fees were established for them, there was an 


outrage committed upon that particular branch 
of the service. know, six, that in my. State 
that is the case; I should, therefore, be glad to see 
something done in reference to the whole matter; 
but as to taking up thisisolated single proposition 
I will not agree to it... ] believe that our legisla- 
tion throughout this.session, in regard to salaries, 
showing a general spirit of increase, is altogether 
distinguished by the. most extraordinary. ine- 
quality, and by the most exceptionable manner. 
l think that it ought to. be done with some regu- 
larity. I presented, at the. commencement of this 
session, petitions asking for a revision of the fees 
in these cases.in my State, and also introduced a 
resolution which was passed, and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, from which committee I 
have never heard in regard to these matters, nor 
in regard to the salaries of the judges of the dis- 
trict courts. . : 

` The proposition to which the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia [Mr. WeLLerR] has proposed his amend- 
ment, is to ihcrease ‘the pay of. the treasurer and 
superintendent of the Mint... l understand that 
$4,500 a year is the salary that.is proposed to be 
given to the treasurer of the Mint. Well, sir, 
that is all going wrong; I do think most solemnly 


| $4,500 a year is a large amount. 


Mr..BRODHEAD. For the treasurer of the 
Mint? 

Mr. JOTINSON. For the treasurer of the 
Mint $4,500 is ample, and ought to be satisfac- 
tory. I understood the Senator to say that it was 


4.500. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. -I know that my friend 
Dr. Sturgeon 
is at present treasurer of the Mint at Philadel- 
phia. He is also Assistant Treasurer of the United 
States, and therefore has.the control of about 
$60,000,000. He is also the person who pays pen- 
sions, - For all these services he now receives 
$4,000, and for them all we propose to give him 
$4,500. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Do all these services belong 


i to one office, or different offices conferred on the 
; same individual ? 


Mr. BRODHEAD. They are different. offices 


i, which, by this amendment, are put in one. 


Mr. JOHNSON. They are different offices to 
which the same individual is appointed; the gross 


; Amount of receipts that he has from all is what? 


Mr. BRODHEAD.. It is now $4,000. It is 


proposed to make it $4,500. 
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Mr. JOHNSON. If we give him 94,500 for 
this, Z am to understand that the operation and 
effect of it will be, that all the offices will be com- 
bined in one, 

Mr. TOOMBS. We have never allowed any- 
thing for the payment of pensions, and it is only 
brought in as an excuse, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. They have received since 
1846 about two per cent., which entitles them 
to about $1,000 a year. It is provided that it 
shall not go over $1,000 a year. That is in the 
$4,000. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I was not aware of the fact. 
There is no man in the Wgited States for whom [ 
have a higher esteem than I have for Dr. Stur- 
geon, or to whom F should more ‘gladly pay the 
highest tribute in my power; but I must say that 
I think the whole matter is going too far. I be- 
lieve that the party to which [ belong are to suffer 
for this; and L have listened to the invective and 
the denunciation that I have heard, in one or two 
instances, from the other side of the Chamber, 
with something like a feeling that there was justice 
init. I should be glad to see it stopped. We 
have heard nothing but increase, increase all 
around, and to everybody. The rivalry has been 
as to who should increase the most, or to the 

reatest number. The criticism I make upon it, 
Í say, can hardly be said to be unjust, for such is 
actually the case. Ceaselessly, proposition upon 
proposition comes, and you turn round and speak 
of judging relatively as to what has been done, to 
create a rule by which to govern yourselves in what 
you will do in another instance. You can estab- 
lish no rule in this way that will attain any spe- 
cies of justice. [I look to the district judges of 
the United States now serving, and I find what? 
I cannot speak from examination in regard to other 
States, but I can in regard to my own, and I be- 
lieve it to be no more correct than in some of the 
others. I find that they are paid only $2,000 
yearly. There is one of the highest class of func- 
tionaries known to this Government, one of the 
most power, one that is expressly, from the na- 
ture of their avocation and occupation, deprived 
of the power to engage in any other business. 
Their position requires, from the very nature of 
their duties, a superior class of intellect, and the 
highest class of moral integrity, and they must 
be men of standing in the community. 

That is what I find in regard to the judiciary; 
but I find here scarcely anything said in regard to 
their salary except in the single case of the judges 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, for 
you have raised their salaries—that of the chief 
justice to $7,000, and that of the associate judges 


to $6,500. They are to receive pay at that rate; |! 


but the poor judges out upon the circuits, in the 

» country are to receive but $2,000, while the di- 
rectors of the Mint are receiving $4,500 or $5,000, 
and the clerks about this Capitol $3,000 and 
$3,500. I believe every head of a Bureau gets 
$3,500, certainly $3,000; and at this rate we are 
paying allaround. 

I do hope sincerely to see these propositions 
begun to be voted down; for the voting down of 
any of them I have not yetseen commenced; and | 
have felt that there has been justice in the denun- 
ciation to which I have listened of the—I would 
hardly like to characterize it as profligate, but 
certainly the very improvident—manner in which 
we have been voting on the subject of salaries. 
No increased pay is given to us here, and yet the 
compensation of Senators and members of the 
House is acknowledged, all around, to be entirely 
inadequate. For my own part, I know that I am 
compelled to borrow the money with which to 

ay my debts here, before 1 leave the place, and I 
elieve it is the case with a largenumber of others. 
Neither my position nor my standing in the body 


authorizes me to come forward to endeavor to | 
procure a change in our compensation, or I should | 


do it and take the responsibility at once; but 
nothing is proposed to be done in our case, while 
every other case, whether pitiful or important, is 
brought forward to have added twenty or thirty 
per cent., and some times one hundred per cent. 
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| to it. 
i commence upon ourselves. 

Mr. MALLORY. The amendment now, I un- 
| derstand, is in favor of the marshalsin California. 
I desire to ask the honorable Senator from Cali- 
fornia what the marshal’s office in that State is 
i worth? What are the fees and emoluments of 
| that office? Can he inform me? 

! Mr. WELLER. The maximum is fixed by 
law; and out of that, of course, he is required to 
| pay his assistants. I think the limit is $10,000. 

| Mr. GWIN. At the present rate of fees the 
marshal’s office in California is not worth $2,000 
ja year after all the expenses are paid. It was 
i supposed, when the rates were fixed, that he 
would receive $12,000; but the expenses of his 
office eat up nearly all the profits. 

Mr. MALLORY. I knowof no Federal office 
‘in which a maximum is fixed, where the officer 
does not reach the maximum. I have never 
known a case of that kind. ‘The fees of all our 
marshals and district clerks are fixed in that way: 
not to extend beyond a certain maximum. But 
it is well known that they always reach it, and 
sometimes go beyond it, and pay money into the 
Treasury over and above the maximum of re- 
ceipts allowed to them. 

Mr. President, all salaries, I presume, are, or | 
should be based upon the responsibilities of the 
office, and the duties tobe performed. Now, we 
have occupied about one third of our time during 
the consideration of this bill in the determination 
of the increase of salaries. We haveincreased the 
salaries of the clerks of the Departments through- | 
out. We have increased the salaries from the 
heads of Departments, foreign ministers, and 
| judges of the Supreme Court, down to our door- 
keepers, without taking into consideration the im- 
| portant fact that no extra duties have been de- 
volved upon them, but simply that the means of 
living are now more expensive than they were 
when these salaries were fixed. 

A proposition is made to increase the salary of 
the treasurer of the Mint at Philadelphia, and the 
Senator from that State brings forward two con- 
siderations, one of which has not been presented 
heretofore: thatis, that notonly have the expenses 
of living increased in this case, as in others,and not 
only have the duties been increased by the handling 
of $60,000,000 instead of $3,000,000, but that the 
| responsibilities of the office have been increased in 
proportion as $3,000,000 are to $60,000,000; and it 
is to such a proposition, made under such circum- 
stances, that for the first time we heard the cry 
raised against an increase of salaries. I have no 
doubt that a number of honorable men, capable of 
accepting offices of that kind are deterred from į 
doing so because they cannot give a $300,000 bond. 
It is only the wealthy men who can receive an | 
office of this character at such a salary as is now | 
allowed, when they have to give such a large bond. | 
If there has been any reason whatever for the | 
large increase of salary that has been made since | 
we have been discussing this bill, from door-keep- 
ers to heads of departments, foreign ministers, 
and judges of the Supreme Court, there are cer- 
tainty three reasons to one to be given why this 
salary should be increased. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no disposition what- 
j ever to embarrass, in the slightest degree, the 
original amendment proposed by my colleague; 
but I regard the one which I have submitted as 
quite as important as the other. I believe that 
much greater injustice is done to the marshal in 
| California, than is done either to the superintend- 
ent of the Mint, or the assistant treasurer. The 
| Senator from Florida must remember that out of 
| the maximum of $10,000 to which I alluded, the 
marshal must pay the necessary expenses of his 
office. I undertake to say, that after deducting 
those expenses, the marshal for the northern dis- 
trict of California will not receive at the rate of 
$2,000 per annum. Why, sir, he is compelled, 
in the performance of his duty under the fee bill, 
| instead of charging the mileage allowed by law, 
| to charge the actual expense of serving process. 
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| officers of the Mint at New Orleans. 
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| age or the actual expenses. Heis compelled to 
charge the actual expenses, and he is allowed 
nothing for the time spent by his deputies in ex- 
| eculing such process, though none of those depa- 
| ties can be employed for less than five dollars. a 
day. The most indifferent cannot be obtained for 
i less; so that the more writs that officer has to 
| serve outside of the city of San Francisco, the 
i more money he loses, and the less valuable his 
| office becomes. 

| But, Mr. President, if the friends of the original 
| proposition think this embarrasses it, I will with- 
| draw it for the present, but I shall feel it to be my 
| duty to submit it as a separate amendment to the 

ih. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur.) 
| That amendment being withdrawn, the question 
is on the original amendment offered by the Senator 
from California, [Mr. Gwin.] 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, we were com- 
pelled to pass yesterday, I think, a bill to authorize 
i the accounting officers, in the adjustment of the 
accounts of the late marshal for the northern dis- 
trict of California, to allow him the amount which 
he paid for criers of the court, which was certified 
by the judge who held the court to be reasonable. 
It was three times as much as was allowed by 
law, but he could not get proper persons for less. 
The bill passed the Senate without opposition. 
The present compensation allowed the officers 
under that miserable abartion, called the fee bill of 
last session, will not pay one third the expenses 
which the officers have to incur in my State. The 
; amendment of my colleague, however, has been 
withdrawn for the present. I wish now to modify 
my amendment by striking out the assistant treas- 
urer of the Mint at New Orleans, so as to provide 
for an increase only of the superintendent of the 
Mint at New Orleans. 1 find that the assistant 
treasurer is already provided for. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will state for the informa- 
tion of the Senator from California, that his 
amendment, so far from increasing the salary of 
| the assistant treasurer at New Orleans, will reduce 
it, 


Mr. GWIN. I will modify my amendment by 
| striking out all that relates to the assistant treasu- 
| rer at New Orleans. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think he is entitled to an 


increase of $500, to put him on a footing with the 


i other officers, 
Mr. GWIN. He has $4,500 now. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I move to make it 45,000. 
I modify my amendment by 


Mr. GWIN. 
eaving out the assistant treasurer of New Or- 
eans. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Ihave an amendment to 
offer to the amendment of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia. Itis in relation to some of the subordinate 
I offer it, 
> but for the benefit 


l 
i 


| not for the benefit of the officers 
of the public. 

I can bear full testimony to what my colleague 
| stated a few moments ago, that the branch Mint 
iat New Orleans is losing its most valuable officers 
: daily. I speak of the subordinates alone. The 
| salaries allowed to them are so insufficient that 
i they aredaily withdrawn from the Mint, tempted 
away by higher offers from the banks, and in- 


|! surance offices, and merchants, at New Orleans. 


i As soon as an officer is ascertained to be a valu- 
i able-clerk, when employed in these subordinate 


| offices, the offices of other public institutions at 


_ New Orleans offer an increased salary, and take 
‘him away. Quite recently the superintendent of 
i the Mint was compelled to allow an increased 
‘compensation to three or four of the officers, in 
i regard to whose compensation he had a discretion 


| by law, in order to prevent the banks from getting 
| them. He has been obliged to increase the salary 


| of his porter, and of his runner or messenger, 
| the banks having need of officers of that kind of 
| experience. 

I propose to provide for the salaries of the 
imelter, coiner, and refiner, and the subordinate 


| Your law authorizes either the charging of mile- 


| officers. They are all below what they ought to be. 
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Without making, however, any specific increase- 
of salary, propose this amendment to the amend- 
ment, s0 that the salaries of the assayer, melter, 
and refiner of the branch Mint at New Orleans, 
shall be increased twenty per cent. on theamount 
now allowed by law. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 

.derstands that the amendment of the Senator from 
Louisiana is an amendment to the amendment. of 
the Senator from California. - 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Yes, sir. 1 will state, 
however, thatthe salary of the superintendent of 
the Mint at New Orleans, as proposed to be in- 
creased by the proposition of the Senator from 
California, is too great. He proposes to give him 
$4,000. per annum. I prefer that the increase 
should be taken from the superintendent’s salary, 
and that this. diminution should be added to the 
inferior officers. I propose, therefore, a further 
amendment to place the salary of the superin- 
tendent of the Mint at New Orleans at $3,000, 
and that these inferior officers be increased twenty | 
‘per cent. That will save as much on one as we 
give to the others. 

Mr. SLIDELL. [understand the Senator from 
California to have stricken out the treasurer at 
New Orleans, because his amendment, as offered, 
in fact reduced his salary from what it now is. 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAWSON, Will the Senator from Cali- 
fornia be kind enough to say whether he officers 
of the Mints in North Carolina and Georgia are 
also. increased? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The Secretary of the 
Treasury did not recommend them. 

Mr. DAWSON. Then the doctrine is, I sup- 
pose, that the Secretary of the Treasury is to 
govern all the legislation of the country. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. My amendment is to make | 
the salary of the superintendent of the Mint at | 
New Orleans $3,000, and to increase the salaries 
of the inferior officers twenty per cent, 

Mr. GWIN. I am willing to agree to that. 

Mr. DAWSON. Do I understand that the | 
Secretary of the Treasury also recommends the 
increase of salaries proposed by my friend from 
Louisiana? | 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir. [was going to make 
that statement. I have no objection to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Louisiana; but it goes 
outside of the estimates of Secretaries of the 
Treasury; and Lam now acting entirely on the 
estimates sent from the office. I agree in every- 
thing that the Senator from Louisiana has said; 
but if he wishes to accomplish his object, I think 
he had better wait until the next session, and get 


li the inferior officers, my motion is simply to take 
off. $1,000 from the proposed salary of the super- 
intendent, and divide it among the inferior officers, 
who are inadequately paid. I do not propose to 
increase the appropriation at all. 

The amendment to the amendment wes agreed 
to; and the question then was on the amendment; 
‘as amended, as follows: zx 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of. June, 1854, the annual salary of the Director of 
the Mint shall be $5,000; that of the superintendent of the 
branch of the Mint, and of the assistant treasurer of the 
United States at San Francisco, California, §6,000 each; 
| that of the superintendent of the assay office at New York, 
| and of the assistant treasurer at Philadelphia, Pennsylva- 
nia, $4,500 ; that of the superintendent of the branch Mint 
at New Orleans, Louisiana, $3,000; that of the treasurer at 
Boston, Massachusetts, $4,000; and that of the assistant 
| treasurer at Charleston, South Carolina, $3,000: Provided, 
that it shall be their further duty, when designated hy the 
President of the United States, to perform the service now 
| authorized by law to be done by agents for paying pen- 
sions, or any other additional duties that may be required, 
without other greater aggregate mersure of compensation 
than is herein provided, and that the salaries of the assayer, 
coiner, melter, and refiner, in the brauch Mint at New Or- 
leans, be increased twenly per centum over the amount 
now allowed them by law. 


Mr. HUNTER called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered: and being taken, re- 
sulted—yeas 11, nays 29; as follows: ; 
~ YBAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Brodhead, Cooper, Dodge of 
Towa, Gwin, Pettit, Shields, Slidell, Sumner, Thomson 
of New Jersey, and Weller—Li. 

NAYS—Mesars. Adams, Allen, Bright, Chase, Dawson, 
Dodge of Wiseonsin, Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, Pitz- | 


patrick, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Houston, ‘Hunter, James, 
Johnson, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mason, Norris, Pearce, 
Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, Thompson of Ken- 
| tucky, Toombs, Wade, and Walker—29. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WELLER. I now move,as an additional 
section, the amendment which I offered a short 
time ago, and which I then withdrew. The 
Senate have already decided, so faras my State is 
| concerned, that two public officers shall be starved 
out. I am anxious to see whether they are also 
determined that the marshals sball be starved out. | 
I have no objection to modify the amendment, so 
that it shall apply to all the States, so as to allow 
| the same fees that are allowed to sheriffs and 
similar officers of the higher courts of the States. 
{ do not ask that my State shall have any par- 
ticular advantages over any other State of this | 
Union. I know thatthe Legislature of California, 
in fixing the fees of these public officers, was as 
economical as any Legislature in the Union, and 
surely you do not expect that your Federal officers 
there shall perform public duties for one fourth 
what is allowed by the State laws to State officers 
for similar services. 1 am not an advocate for | 


estimates for this purpose from the head of the 
Department. If you vary from the estimates at 
all, you run the risk of losing the whole. 

Mr. DAWSON. {í wish to ask whether we 
consider ourselves bound here by the rules of the 
body in such a way as that we cannot increase 
the salaries of the officers of the Government 
until a recommendation for the purpose comes to 
us from the Treasury Department? 

Mr. GWIN. It is not in order, unless it comes 
from a Department, or from a committee. 

Mr. BADGER. Allow me to suggest to my 
friend, that he can move to increase the salary of 
every officer of the Government without the au- 
thority of a committee, or that of the head of a 
Department; but he cannot move to make an ap- 
propriation for that purpose without that sanction. 
‘That is the rule. 


Mr. DAWSON. -I want to know if a proposi- 


tion dependsupon the request ofa head ofa Depart- | 


ment; for instance, the Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAWSON. I never understood that to 
be the construction of the rule; but if it be so, J 
desire to know who recommended the increase of 
the salaries of the judges of the Supreme Court? 
What Department recommended that? This, sir, 
is strange legislation, confining ourselves in the | 


owers of this body as a part of the legislative | 


bruach of the Government, and especially in the 
appropriation of money, to what the heads of De- | 
artments may have recommended. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 wish the Senate to un- 


derstand the precise question. The Senator from | 


California offered an amendment, by which the 
salary of the superintendent of the branch Mint 
gt New Orleans was increased to $4,000. Be- 


Jieving that it is better to increase the salaries of |) pensation of marshals neede revision. 


large salaries, nor should I propose to increase | 
the compensation of any of these officers, if I were 
not satisfied of the fact that it is absolutely in- 
dispensable. Look, if you please, at your judges 
in California, You pay the district judge of the 
United States for the northern district of Cali- 
| fornia, $3,500 a year, while the circuit judges of 
the State receive $7,500, and the judges of the 
| supreme court of the State $10,000 a year. I 
| undertake to say that the Legislature of California 
| would have reduced the compensation of all these 
officers if they could obtain competent men to fill 
| them for less. All we now ask is, that you will 
| give to the marshals in California the same com- 
pensation that is paid by the State authorities for 
similar services there, and that you ought to be 
willing to do. 

| The Secretary read the amendment, as fol- 
ii lows: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the fees and 
compensation allowed the marshals of the United States | 
{ for the northern aud southern districts of California, and i: 
i to the marshalsin all the States, shall correspond with the | 
i fees and compensation allowed by State laws to sheriffs | 
: or other officers for simijar services in the higher courts 
| of those States. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I concur in what has 
been said by the honorable Senator from Califor- 
nia, in reference to the inadequacy of the com- 
| pensation allowed to the marshals of the United 
|; States. It will be recollected that at an early pe- | 
i riod of the session I submitted a. memorial on 
ii the subject, and had it referred to the Committee 
l: on the Judiciary, and at that time I called their 
| special attention to the subject; and other Senators 
| also made suggestions in regard toit. From the 
į intimations thrown out on that occasion, Í am 
i| perfectly satisfied that the law regulating the com- | 
know iti 


= 


was intended to cut down the enormous fees which 
had been allowed in some of the large cities, and 


was intended to protect the inhabitants. of these 
cities from peculation; but the effect has been to 
cut down the compensation in some of the States 
to such a low point that it is almost impossible to 
get men to discharge the duties of the offices. If 
‘it is the sense of thé Senate that the compensation 
of the marshals of California shall be increased, I 
shall feel it to be my duty to Offer an amendment 
providing for an increase of the compensation of 
the marshals in my State. : 

But, sir, there is a reason which prompts me 
to withold my support from thisamendment, {do 
not concur in the propriety of loading down this 
biH. His out of place, and altogether improper, 
in my estimation, to attempt to ingraft on this bill 
amendments of this character. The question 
raised by the amendment is now pending before 
the Judiciary Committee; and 1 trust that at the 
next session, if not atthis, we shall be able to 
agree upon sope proposition by which we shall 
increase the cémpensation of these officers to a 
proper amount by a general and not a partial 
system of legislation, Under this view of the 
subject I shall be constrained to vote against this 
amendment. 

Mr. BRODH EAD. My friend from Alabama 
talks about loading down this bill, Let me ask 
him whether he did not vote for the increase of 
the salaries of the judges of the Supreme Court? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I did not. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. lam satisfied. . 

Mr. ADAMS. I hope the Senator from Cali- 
fornia will modify his amendment so as to restore 
jt to what it formerly was, and not include other 
States than his own. The existing law gives to 
the marshal in Mississippi almost double what 
the State laws allow to sheriffs, and yet it is a 
very poor compensation to the marshal. I pre- 
sume itis so in nearly all the States; so that by 
his amendment, as it now stands, instead of in- 
creasing, you will greatly diminish the compensa- 
tion of the marshals. They have but few pro- 
cesses to serve, and have no perquisites but those 
embraced in the fee bill. You will, therefore, by 
this amendment, ruin the business of the marshals, 

Mr. MALLORY. 1 trust the Senator from 
California will restore his amendment to what it 
was before. If I am to vote for the amendment 
at all, I should prefer it in its original state, be- 
cause I believe injustice will be done by including 
all the other States, my own among the number. 
I will also say to my friend from California, that 
I think he is mistaken in supposing that out of 
the maximum of #10,000 allowed to the marshal, 
he has to pay his deputies and all the expenses of 
his office. if the Senator will reflect onit, I think 
he will perceive that the $10,000 is the maximum 
beyond which the marshal cannot receive, and 
that all the expenses of the office are first to be 
paid. I will say nothing against allowing the 
marshals in California what the State officers re- 
ceive for similar services, because [ know that 
their duties there must be arduous, But Isimply 
protest against including in the same proposition + 
all the other States, because it will be a reduction 


i instead of an increase. 


Mr. WELLER. [ did not wish to modify my 
amendment by including all the other States. I 
merely suggested that if it were more acceptable 
to the Senate, I would agree to that; but 1 did not 
modify it myself, I therefore strike out the 
words ‘and to the marshals of all the States,” 
so as to confine it simply to the marshals in Cali- 
fornia. Now, let me say to my friend from Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Firzpatrick,] that at the last session 
of Congress my colleague and myself were as 
well satisfied as we are now that the fee bill was 
an iniquitous one, and would work a great injus- 
tice to a large number of meritorious officers. 
We were told, however, that the last session was 
too short to allow a remedy, and now this is too 
long aone! Sir, I should like to know when my 
friend from Alabama will soberly and seriously 
set himself to -work to correct this crying abuse? 
At the last session of Congress, nothing could be 
accomplished because the session was too short. 
Now we have had some eight months, and here, 
at the close of this session, itis said that at the 
next session we can correct this evil! Well, sir, 
the next session, so far as reform is concerned, 
will never come. As regards my own State, my 
anxiety is to save a useful public officer, and place 
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know to what conclusion they have arrived. The 
Senator from Indiana, who is a member of that 
committee, is present; perhaps he can inform me. 

Mr. PETTIT. 1 will state to the Senator 
frankly all that I know upon that subject. The 
Judiciary Committee, as is the practice of all other 
committees, I believe, divides out its business, 
specially charging one member with the examin- 
ation of this, that, or the other matter, and he 
reports his views to the committee. The whole 
subject of increasing salaries*and fees of judges, 
clerks, and marshals, was put in the hands of 
the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomzs,] and 
Iam inclined to think he is avergeyto any altera- 
tion or change. I think, thereto’ that the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary will not probably report 
anything at this session upon the subject of the 
compensation of these officers. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then, as the subject was re- 
ferred to the Senator from Georgia, | would ask 
him whether he ever reported it to his committee, 
and whether the committee has taken any action 
on the matter? 

Mr. TOOMBS. On the question of the com- 
pensation of judicial officers? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, sir. Itisa pretty hard 
case if we are to refer subjects to that committee, 
and never hear of them afterwards. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The state of the case is this: 
I prepared, after a great deal of trouble, some in- 
formation on the subject of the compensation of 
the judges, clerks, marshals, and attorneys of the 
United States courts, and Í reported it to the com- 
mittee, and there was some understanding in ref- 
erence to itamong them. The Senator from Del- 
aware, [Mr. Bayarn,] however, had a substitute 
for the bill which I proposed; but I think we vir- 
tually came to an agreement. The committee, 
however, instructed me not to report the bill until 
after action should be had on the bill for the reor- 
ganization of the judiciary. That has now been 
before the Senate for about four months, and has 
not been acted on. In obedience to that command 
of my committee, I have not made any report 
upon the subject. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. In answer to my friend 
from California, who asked when I would seri- 
ously and soberly consider the subject of increas- 
ing the compensation of these officers, I will say 
that, at an early part of the session I introduced 
a resolution in relation to it,and had it referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. I do not now 
see in his seat the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, who is chairman of that committee, but 
I presume he will bear testimony that I repeatedly 
called on him and urged action on the subject. [ 
do not know, whether, from my repeated impor- 
tunities, he would consider that [ was sober or not. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. TOOMBS. I can answer the gentleman. 
That matter was referred to me also. The whole 
subject as to the increase of compensation of mar- 
shals, district attorneys, and clerks, and raising 
the salaries of the judges, was referred to me, and 
they all stand in the condition I have just stated. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. So Į understood. 

Mr. WELLER. I hold in my hand the law 
fixing the compensation of these Federal officers, 
and I propose to read three lines from it: 

‘The expenses of the marshal while employed in endeay 
oring to arrest, under process, any person charged with or 
convicted of a erime, the sum actually expended, not to 
exceed iwo dollars per day, in addition to his compensation 
for service and travel.”? 

{I know a case where the marshal of the north- 
ern district of California was applied to by a 
captain of a vessel immediately after he had left 


the harbor of San Francisco, upon information | 
properly filed, that sixteen of his crew were in a ! 
state of mutiny. They placed themselves in a Í 
state of mutiny as soon as the vessel left the har- | 


bor of San Francisco. One of the officers reached 
the shore, and gave information to the marshal. 
The marshal was compelled to go and employ 
some eight or ten men to accompany him, in order 
to arrest the mutinous seamen, who were then ten 


| 


there was a violent gale blowing at the time. For 
that service he is allowed un 
dollars, and he paid for it out of his own pocket 
$500; and that you call justice! 

The amendment was rejected; there being, on a 


division—ayes 17, noes 19. 


Mr. JAMES. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office to offer the 
following amendment, to come in after the appro- 
priation for the contingent expenses of the Patent 
Office: 

To reimburse the patent fand for expenses already in- 
curred and paid for furnishing the new wing of the Patent 
Office, the sum of $16,000; and the appropriation made by 
the act approved the 3lst of May, 1854, tor finishing said 
wing be, and the same is hereby, authorized to be trans- 
ferred by the proper accounting officers of the ‘Treasury to 
the credit of tie patent fund. 

It will be seen, sir, by theamendment, that no 
appropriation is called for. it is simply a transfer 
which is recommended by the Commissioner of 
Patents, and also by the Secretary of the Interior. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JAMES. I have another amendment to 
offer from the same committee, to come in before 


Patent Office: 


For the purchase of books for the library of the Patent 
Office, and for supplying a deficieney in former appro- 


priations the sum of $5,000, to be paid out of the patent 
fund. 


i 


This calls for no appropriation from the Treas- 
ury. I hopethere will be no objection to it. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is there an estimate for it? 

Mr. JAMES. It is recommended by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior and the Commissioner of 
Patents. 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. JAMES. I have one more amendment to 
offer from the same committee. 


For the annual compensation of a librarian, to he ap- 
pointed by the Commissioner of Patents, the sum of $1,600, 
the amount now allowed by law to clerks of the third class, 
to be paid out of the patent fund 


Mr. HUNTER. This is an additional office. 

| Mr. JAMES. It is called for by the Commis- 
sioner of Patents, and recommended by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior. 
out of the patent fund, and not out of the Treas- 


ury. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Tam authorized by the Com- 


| mittee on Territories to offer a few amendments 


in pursuance of the act of Congress which re- 
cently passed for the organization of the Terri- 
tories of Kansas and Nebraska. It will be recol- 
lected that the act contained a provision that the 


| place for a seat of government. 
| pose to allow any other place to be selected as the 


! usual appropriations should thereafter be made for 


the erection of public buildings, and for libraries 
in those Territories. In pursuance of that pro- 
vision, I offer amendments to appropriate $25,000 
for public buildings in Kansas, and the same sum 
for public buildings in Nebraska, and also to re- 
peal so much of the provision of that actas located 
the seat of government of Kansas at Fort Leaven- 
worth. The reason for that is, that the Secretary 
of War has notified the Governor of Kansas that 
the buildings at Fort Leavenworth and the mili- 
i tary reservation cannot be spared for the seat of 


|; government; that it is all necessary for military | 
| purposes, and that a divided jurisdiction would be | 


| destructive to the military operations there. For 
these reasons the Secretary of War cannot sur- 
render the control of the public buildings at that 


seat of government for the Territory, the same as 
for Nebraska. The first amendment which I 
offer from the Committee on Territories is to add 


| at the end of the territorial appropriations the 


following: 


For the erection of public buildings in the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direction 
of the Governors thereof respectivety, ,000 for each of 
said Territories ; and so much of the act for the organiza 


| tion of said Territories as locates the seat of government of 
: Kansas at Fort Leavenworth is hereby repealed. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I wish to ask whether 
that act does not make these appropriations for 
Nebraska? . 


the appropriation for contingent expenses of the j 


It is to come in | 
| immediately after the one which has just been 
| adopted: 


It is to be appropriated | 


I therefore pro- ; 


i 
i| 
i 


i; ritories. 


| . Mr. DOUGLAS. The act contains no appror 
priations at all. They wereall stricken out from 
the original bill; but it authorized the. usual ap- 


g I i propriations to be made Hereafter. „This, there- 
der this law forty | i : 


fore, is merely to carry out that act. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Is the ame 
appropriate $25,000 for this purpose? 
Mr. DOUGLAS. For each Territory. ` 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa.. L think 
been the usual amount appropriated. : 
Mr. DOUGLAS. That has been when there 
has been an extra appropriation. „I merely wish 
now to make.the usual appropriation which-has 
been made at first for public buildings. I should 
not like to go beyond that. 
‘Phe amendment was agreed to. ; 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 am also directed. by. the 
same committee to offer the following amendment, 
to come in after the one just adopted: 
For libraries atthe seat of government of each of the 


Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, under such regulations 
as shail be prescribed by law, $5,000 for each of said Ter- 


i 
| ne 
i ndment to 


$40,000 has 


The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. BELL. I have waited for some time to 
offer an amendment, which is to do what I con- 
sider to be an act of sheer justice. { offer the 
following amendment, to come in at the end of the 
appropriations for New. Mexico: : 

For the payment of Richard IH. Weightman, for mileage 
and per die compensation for the second. session of the 
Thirty- First Congress, as an agent claiming to be a Senator 
elected from New Mexico, $2,460. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is that in order? Does it 
come from a committee? i 

Mr. BELL. ttis from a committee, T will in- 
form the honorable Senator—the Committee on 
Territories. : : 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think itis a private claim, 
if 1 understand what a private claim is. “i 

ak BELL. It certainly cannot be a private 
claim. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur,) 
If the amendment be recommended by a com- 
mittee, it is in order of course. | : 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have already had. several 
elaims of this sort ruled out of order, and I should 
feel that I was not doing justice to myself if-other 
claims of a similar character were allowed to pass 
without objection. i 

T 


Mr. BELL. 
| claim. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an 
! existing law, as a matter of course, paying Sena- 
| tors their mileage and per diem. ‘This iS an appro- 
| priation recommended by the Committee on Ter- 
| ritories, to carry out the law. 

| Mr. SLIDELL. Itisdenied that Mr. Weight- 
| man ever was a Senator. I cannot call it a doubt- 
| ful question. He has not the least pretension to 
be called such, and I cannot allow it to: be consid- 
ered that he wasa Senator. ; 

Mr. BELL. Does the Chair decide 
ment to be out of order? ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
decides that it is in order. f 

Mr. BELL. Now, I think I can appeal to 
the sense of justice of the honorable Senator from 
Louisiana in regard to this matter, 1 will not 
argue the question at this late period, for I know 
this is not the time for argument; but I wish:to 
state a few facts. 

Mr. SLIDELL. If the Senator from Tennes- 
see is addressing his argument solely to me, 
allow me to say to him that I think I understand 
the case very well, and know all the facts. 

Mr. BELL. Then, I will address the state- 
ment to other honorable Senators, excluding the 
honorable Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Oh, no; not at all. 

Mr. BELL. A provisional government was 
organized in Oregon before the organization of 
that Territory, and they sent a Delegate or agent 
here. He made application for mileage and per 
diem, and it was acceded to him, though no terri- 
torial government had then been formed in Ore- 
The same thing occurred in Utah. They 


his certainly is not a private 


the amend- 


Territory of New Mexico.. They organized in 


. without authority, and on the same ground that 


1972 


“Well, sir, you did not accept the constitution of 
New Mexico, but refused her admission as a 
State. You, however, paid the Representative 
whom she sent to the other ‘House as an agent his 
mileage and per diem; but, by an accidental omis- 
sion, you failed to provide for the paymentof Mr. 
‘Weightman, who came here claiming to be Sena- 
tor elect from New Mexico. I learn from Senators 
who were privy to the transaction, that it was by 
an accidental omission that he was not provided 
for. I have no personal connection whatever with 
this gentleman. T know him; but I have not seen 
him for along time. This isa question that has 
been presented to the Committee on Territories 
for two or three sessions past, and has always 
been favorably acted on by them. I make the 
proposition to pay Mr. Weightman on the same 
ground that you paid the Delegate from Oregon, 
who came without authority, on the same ground 
‘that you paid the Delegate from Utah, who came 


‘you paid the Representative from New Mexico, 

who wag sent here with Mr. Weightman. Upon 

‘what principle of justice can there be a discrimin- 

ation between them? What objection, after these 

precedents, can there be to paying Mr. Weight- 

man? The honorable chairman of the Committee 

on Territories, if he were now present, would 

“confirm every fact I have stated, and would show 

that it was by an accidental omission Mr. W eight- į 
man was not paid with the others. 

Mr. STUART. Irise only for the purpose of 
calling the attention of the Senate to the fact that 
we had a very lengthy discussion of this subject 
upon the deficiency bill, in the course of which 
the Senate was advised of every fact in relation to | 
the case, and the majority then voted in favor of 
the proposition. 1 had the fortune or misfortune 
to vote againstit; but I only ask that we shall now 
come to a vote upon it, believing that we have all 
the knowledge which we can get by discussion. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Ido not desire to be misun- 
"derstood in reference to this matter. I havea very 
decided opinion about the question. I voted with 
the. Senator from Michigan on the occasion to 
which he refers, after an examination of the sub- 
ject; but T have raised the question of order, 
whether this is not obnoxious to the same objec- 
tion which various other amendments that have 
been offered to this bill have met with on the part | 
of Senators, and which have been ruled out of | 
order. I wish to know whether it is not a private | 
claim. | I think it is. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
decided that, in his opinion, the amendment is in 
order. The question is on the amendment of the 
Senator from Tennessee. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I recollect well the 
circumstances under which this individual came 
here. I never was more sensibly impressed with 
the justice of a claim in my life than I am of the | 
justice of this claim, in view of all the precedents | 
and of the condition of the country at the time. 
As I stated on a former occasion, this allowance 
would have been madeat the compromise session 
of 1850 by an overwhelming majority, but forthe 
unfortunate opposition of my friends from Texas, | 
who, by their capital management, got $10,000,000 | 
for their State to settle the boundary difficulty. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let me say to my friend | 
from Towa that I have had time to look into this | 
matter, and that I am satisfied that it is a just! 
claim. I cannot speak for my colleague; but for | 
myself I am prepared to vote for the amendment | 
as a just allowance which ought to be made. H 

The amendment was agreed to. | 

Mr. ADAMS. I haveone little amendment to | 
offer. {tig the only amendment I have offered, | 
or shall offer, to this bill. Itis to add the follow- i; 
ing additional section: 


i 
Seg. —. And be it further enacted, That the act of April | 


9251854, is hereby so construed as to atlow the clerks in! 


‘cases into the United States courts. 


April 22. : 

only wish to say, that all the clerks not em- 
braced in that law of April 22, 1854, have been 
embraced in this bill, with the exception of these 
clerks. Theirsalary was fixed in 1839, and there 
is the same reason for increasing it as for increas- 
ing the salaries of the other clerks. —_ : 

Mr. HUNTER. These, as I understand, are 
the copying clerks in the Patent Office. I went to 
see the Secretary of the Interior on the subject, 
and I understand that they are compensated by 
the word, and well compensated. It ts a kind of 
business at which an adroit and skillful clerk can 
make more money than many of the regular 
clerks. 1 think it would be improper to disturb 
that arrangement. I understand it is one of the 
best arranged of all the classes of temporary 
clerks. I do not think they are entitled to come 
under the benefits of the general provisions of the 
act of April 22d last. 

Mr. ADAMS. Iwas governed in this matter 


by the opinion of the Commissioner of Patents,’ | 


under whom these clerks labor. {f their salary 
was correctly fixed, in 1839, at ten cents per one 
hundred words, with the present expense of liv- 
ing, I suppose it would hardly be a reasonable 
compensation now. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CHASE. I desire to move a reconsidera- 
tion of a vote on an amendment which has already 
been adopted. 

Several Senarors. Let us first get through 
with the amendments which we have to offer. 

Mr. CHASE. I yield to the general sense of 
the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. I have an amendment to offer as 
an additionai section: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the district 
judges for the State of California, while in the discharge of 
their duties, imposed by the act of the 3d Murch, 1851, en- 
titled An act to ascertain and settle the private land claims 
in the State of California,” be allowed at the rate of $2,000 
per annum, in addition to their salaries as district judges 
for the State of California, which shall be in full for their 
services. 


I will state, Mr. President, that it has been the 
practice of the Government for the last thirty 
years, where additional duties in the settlement of 
land claims have been imposed on the judges of 
the district courts, to allow them additional com- 
pensation for services thus performed. There 
was a law passed in 1824 for the judges of Mis- 
souri and Arkansas for similar services, and this 
amendment is in the very words of that law fur- 
nished to me by the Attorney General. Thesame 
case has occurred in Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Florida. It has been the case in every State 
where these additional duties have been imposed 
on. the judges. 

To show the necessity of some additional com- 
pensation to these judges in California, I will | 
inform the Senate of some statements which I have 
from the Attorney General, in answer to inquiries 
which f put to him. He says that this has been 
the practice of the Government for thirty years— 
from the time the first act passed to bring these 
He then 
states, in regard to the number of cases, that: 


t The number of land claims on the docket of the com- 
missioners in California, at the date of the last report thereof, 
was about tour hundredand fifty. The number now in my 
office is ninety; and aceording to the present course of 
business before the commissioners, the number of cases 
certified ta me will be greatly increased before any decision 
of the Supreme Court can be had, so as to establish general 
principles, and remove the necessity of appeals to the dis- 
triet courts.” 


There were upwards of eight hundred cases 
before the commissioners originally. The residue 
have been acted upon. There are now, as the 
Attorney General states, ninety cases of appeals to 
the district courts. J presume that every case de- 
cided against the United States, and every case 
decided against private claimants, will be appealed | 
to the district courts, The lands are so valuable, 
and the amounts involved so great, that it will be 
impossible to settle these cases until some few of | 
them are decided in the Supreme Court of the | 
United States. The district judge for the south- | 
ern district of California gets but $2,800, and the i 


| 
1 


| amendment. 


There is not a judge in the United States, not ex- 
cepting the judges on the Supreme Court bench, 
who has more duties and more responsibilities. 
All'l wish, is to give the judges in California com- 
pensation in proportion to their services. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Mr. President, I am 
friendly to the object which the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia has in view, that of compensating judicial 
officers for extra labor which has been imposed 
upon them since the acceptance of their offices; 
and, in moving to amend the amendment, as I 

ropose to do, f do it, not with any view to em- 
barrage that proposition, but in the utmost good 
faith. I am for the consideration of as much of 
this subject togethoef as is germane to the common 
purpose in view. /1 therefore move to amend the 
amendment of th¢Senator from California by add- 
ing to it: : 

For payment of salary, in addition to that now allowed 


by law to the district judge of the State of Arkansas, at 
the rate of $2,500 per annum in future, $500. 


Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from Arkan- 
sas will not embarrass my proposition by his 
They relate to entirely. different 
matters. . 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. The only difference be- 
tween the two cases is this: The additional duties 
imposed on the district judge of Arkansas are 
permanent in their character, and running through 
all fature time, whereas the proposition of the 
Senator from California is to pay for temporary 
services already performed. The two proposi- 
tions are alike for extra services in both cases, 
and J can see no reason why you should make 
any discrimination between them. Neither isnow 
ingrafted in any existing law, but both alike bring 
up the question of compensation for extra ser- 


j vices, 


The compensation of the district judge of the 
State of Arkansas is grossly inadequate, as every 
Senator who can well appreciate the value of legal 
services, and the order of talent required for a 
district judge, must readily perceive. The salary 
now allowed by law is but $2,000 for holding two 
protracted terras of the districtcourt at the seat of 
government, and two additional terms near the 
boundary of the Indian nation, with an addi- 
tional jurisdiction and an additional court for the 
purpose of trying Indian cases, That duty has 
been imposed upon him by law, It was something 
beyond what he expected, and what he had a right 
to expect at the time he accepted the office; and 
to that extent it is literally extra duty. l insist 
that it is not only right to pay extra compensation 
in this case, but it is right in all cases similarly 
circumstanced. I allude now not to those general 
considerations which have been adduced here in 
favor of an increase of all salaries, in considera- 
tion of the changed condition of things in the 
country, but I speak of a cosdition of affairs 
which applies to this particular judgeship and no 
other that I am aware of in the western country. 
I hope, therefore, thatthe amendment which I have 
offered will not be considered an embarrassment 
to the proposition of the Senator from California. 
The only difference between the two cases is, that 
my proposition is for permanent and extra service, 
while his is for temporary services already per- 
formed. 

Mr. GWIN. I trust the Senator will not in- 
sist upon his amendment. I wish to have a vote 
on mine as a separate proposition. It is one en- 
tirely in accordance with all the precedents where 
district judges have had imposed upon them duties 
connected with the settlement of private land 
claims. I know that the judge in Arkansas does 
not get enough, and I am perfectly satisfied that he 
should have increased compensation; but here is 
an extraordinary necessity in California. These 
judges will not try the cases unless they get a 
sufficient compensation, and you cannot force 
them to try them, so that all our land cases may 
lie over for years. They can resign, if they 
choose, and leave the land claims in their present 
unsettled state. In the present condition of land 
claims in that State, there are great conflicts 
arising, and unless we give the judges a sufficient 
compensation to discharge these duties which 
have been imposed upon them since their officse 


1854. 
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were created, we cannot expect them to work day 
and night to clear their dockets. 

Mr. DAWSON. Will the Senator from Cali- 
fornia state to me how it is that they are not 
bound, as judges, to investigate land claims? 

Mr.GWIN. Why, sir, the judges of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States laid over land 
cases for six years, because they were not pre- 
pared to take them up. 

Mr. DAWSON. But the question Í ask, is, 
whether it is not part of the duty of these judges, 
as judges, to attend to this business? 
` Mr. GWIN. It is an additional duty which 
has been imposed on them, and for which judges 
in all the other States have always been paid. It 
was imposed on them by a separate and distinct 
law, and not by the act under which they were 
appointed. My object is not to bring up the gen- 
eral question of raising the salaries of the judges 
of the district courts, which I know are wholly 
inadequate. I have confined my amendment 
strictly to the precedents cited by the Attorney 
General in his letter, in which he shows that in 
every State of the Union where these land claims 
by special laws have been brought within the juris- 
diction of the district court, the district judges 
have always been allowed extra compensation. 

Mr. DAWSON, I think there is a mistake 
about this matter. The laws of Congress pre- 
scribe what shall be the duties of judges; and they 
are as much bound to consider questions relating 
to land titles as those relating to the titles to per- 
sonalty, if they fall within their jurisdiction. 
Now, there never has been any deficiency in the 
powers of the courts in reference to title to per- 
sonalty or to real estate. 

Mr. GWIN. H the Senator will permit me, I 
will read the law to which I refer, to show him 
that this is nothing but what is usual. It is in 
these words: 

An act enabling the claimants to lands within the limits of 
the State of Missouri and ‘Territory of Arkansas to in- 
« stitute proceedings to try the validity of their claims. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the district 
judge for the State of Missouri shall, while in the discharge 
of the duties imposed by this act, be allowed at the rate of 
eight hundred dollars per annum, in addition to his salary, 
as district judge for the State of Missouri, which shall be in 
fult for his services. 

Approved May 26, 1824. 

This was the first Jaw which authorized these 
cases to be brought into the United States courts. 
Prior to that time, they were brought before Con- 
gress by the commissioners. Subsequently they 
were tried in the district courts, and then the dis- 
trict judges were always allowed additional com- 
pensation. 

Mr. DAWSON. The Congress of the United 
States have no power to. take away from the 
courts the cases which they shalltry. The Con- 
stitution regulates that. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will my friend from Geor- 
gia allow me to explain? 

Mr. DAWSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The cases of which the 
Senator from California speaks are cases where 
claimants claim titles to land, as against the Gen- 
eral Government, under grants made by foreign 
Governments previously to the acquisition of the 
States where the claims are made to the Union, 
and, consequently, there is no jurisdiction in the 
courts of the United States to try those claims, 
unless it be specially imposed on them. 

Mr. DAWSON. That is what I supposed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This is an additional duty 
imposed on the judges, and for such special duty 
they have always been paid extra. . 

Mr. DAWSON. Now, I wish to knowof the 
Senator from California whether there has been 
any special act of Congress requiring the judges 
of the United States courts there to try these titles 
to land? 

Mr. GWIN. The law is, that the claims are 
to be examined by the board of commissioners, 
and the same law gives a right of appeal from 
their decision to the district court. 

Mr. DAWSON. It gives a right of appeal to 
the district court, and thus changes the whole 
character of the precedent cited from Missouri. 
In that case the judge was a commissioner to try 
the land cases. He tried all the cases as commis- 
sioner; and then, if the parties were dissatisfied, 
they could appeal to the court. That is the way 
in which he received additional compensation; but 
this is a different case. Now, | will say to the 


| Court, 


ii Senate. 


i Senator that, at the proper time, whenever we 
ascertain the extent of theduty discharged by these 
| judges, if it shall be thought that it does not come 
within the general purview of the duties assigned 
to the district judges, { will vote for proper addi- 
tional compensation; but | cannot vote to increase 


requiring of them the discharge of this duty. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator is mistaken. They 
are bound, by law, to try those cases. 

Mr. DAWSON. They are bound to try ap- 
peals from the commissioners, in order that the 
cases may go from the district to the Supreme 
That is all. 

Mr.GWIN. But they try them as entirely 
new cases. 

Mr. MALLORY. 


earnest indignation against the parsimonious legis- 
lation of the country for California, that 1 gener- 
ally feel disposed, without questioning the matter, 
to vote with him. Here, however, he asks an 
increase of salary to the extent of $2,000 per 


district judges of California. The district judge 
of the northern district of California already re- 
ceives $3,500. If we allow the increase pow pro- 

posed, it will bea far greater increase than ever 
i bas been given to a district judge on similar 
grounds. 1f the Senator would take the increase 


ries, including Florida, for such services, and con- 


between them; but he goes further. 
of the district judges of California have been 
already based upon the increased expenditure 
necessary to live in that State; and, therefore, in 
giving them additional allowance, we need not take 
that matter again into consideration. But in the 
case to which the Senator from California alludes, 
the judges were not called upon to act on those 
land cases as judges, but they satas commissioners, 
not as judges, and no appeals lay from them as 
judges, or as commissioners, to the circuit or su- 
preme court. I can be corrected if E am wrong 
In this. 

Mr. GWIN. The gentleman speaks of his 
own State. It was not so in Missouri. 

Mr. MALLORY. But if the honorable Sena- 
tor will look at one of the last decisions of the 
Supreme Court on this subject, he will find that 
a case brought up from the northern district of 
| Florida was set aside exclusively on the ground 
| of a want of jurisdiction in the judge of the dis- 
trict court sitting as judge. If these distriet judges 


ary to them, but not upon the ground that weare 
giving them a salary to try land causes ; because, 
as has been remarked by the Senator from 
Georgia, they will be bound to take jurisdiction 
of those causes any how, with their present salary. 


low for California, lam willing to vote an increase, 
but. not in this way. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I am notun- 
! favorable to the proposition of the Senator from 


I have, however, already made some remarks to- 
day which will show him that I am sincere in en- 
deavoring to get for my own State the proposition 
which has been offered by my colleague as an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator from 
| California. The amendment offered by my col- 
league only proposes to give $500 additional to 
! the district judge of Arkansas. I make no com- 
; plaint of the Senator from California for bringing 
forward his proposition for a larger increase in 
i his State. On th 
| and shall support it. 


| compensation for doing this duty as a land court; 
| and in that view, perhaps, a distinction could be 
| drawn between that ee compensation and 
| the one proposed by the Senator. The jurisdic- 
| tion given over land cases in California to the cis- 


| trict court is but an appellate j 


dicon, not in- 
| consistent at all with the regular business of that 


their salaries $2,000 a year, when there is no law | 


Mr. President, my friend | 
from California always speaks in such a tone of | 


year in addition to the salary now allowed to the | 


to the judges in Missouri and the other Territo- | 


fine himself to that, there would be some parallel jj 
The salaries | 


in California are to try causes in appealas judges, | 
then I should be willing to vote an increase of sal- | 


If that salary is not sufficient, and it seems to be | 


California, and I shall be glad to see it adopted. | 


e contrary, I think it necessary, |! 


There is a peculiarity in,the case of Arkansas | 
which eminently entitles the amendment of my | 
! colleague to the favorable consideration of the |! 
Before [ touch on that, however, let me | 
| remind the Senator from California that, in the | 
cases to which he refers in Missouri and Arkan- | 
sas, the district judge was allowed the additional | 


| 


i have seen no effort to take up that bill, 


court, but being in fact a part of the business of 
the court at the time it was established by law, 
and before the judge was appointed toit.. So I 
understand the case to be. Edo not understand 
that it is a separate and distinct burden which 
was put upon the district judges in California. . 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator is mistaken; it is. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator from California 
Says itis. Atany rate, the judges in California 
have only an appellate jurisdiction over these land 
causes, It has been a jurisdiction attached to 
those judges since their offices were created, and 
since the judges were appointed, according to the 
statement now made by the Senator. That ren- 
ders the case presented by him more meritorious, 
but still it does not give it any precedence over 
the application made by my colleague, particularly 
when the additional salary asked for by him is 
not, by any means, so great as that proposed by 
the amendment of the Senator from California. 

My colleague and myself ask for additional 
compensation for additional services, which have 
been imposed on the district judge in Arkansas 
since his appointment. We might well, in sup- 
port of this proposition, appeal to the clause in the 
Constitution of the United States, familiar to the 
mind of every Senator, that the judges of the Uni- 
ted States shall ‘receive for their services a com- 
pensation which shall not be diminished during 
their continuance in office.” It cannot be denied, 
that if you impose extra services upon an officer 
after he has been appointed at a fixed salary, you 
may put such an amount of services on him as to 
overburden him, and thereby effectually dimin- 
ish his salary, in fact, so as to drive him from the 
office rather than submit to it. 

Now, sir, the case submitted by my colleague 
is this: The district judge of the United States, in 
Arkansas, receives only $2,000 a year. Since the 
time he was appointed to that office, an additional 
district court has been provided there. lt is one 
which takes jurisdiction of all the Indian territory 
west of our State, and embracing with it some five 
or six counties of Arkansas, in. order that there 
may be places within the State for the selection of 
juries and other facilities for carrying on the busi- 
ness of the court. That district embraces, as I 
have said, all the Indian territories west of Arkan- 
sas, and its businessis very heavy. By` the cre- 
ation of this new district, a large class of business, 
of which the district court of Arkansas never be- 
fore had jurisdiction, has now been added to the 
duties of the present judge. The consequence of 
it is, that he has to travel one hundred and seventy 
miles, twice a year, to hold that court. The 
terms are long. The jurisdiction extends. over 
the vast tract of country lying west of Arkansas, 
and some of it west.of Missouri, and running on 
to the boundaries of New Mexico. 

From this statement any Senator can see at 
once the difference between the duties now ima 
posed on the district judge in Arkansas, and those 
which were required of him when he was first ap+ 
pointed. He is now required to hold five court 
terms, and he is necessarily constantly engaged 
in them. His compensation remains at $2,000, 
as it was when he was originally appointed, al- 
though the traveling and incidental expenses 
thrown upon him by the creation of the new dis- 
trict in that State, as well as the labor and service 
required of him, have been greatly increased. 

q cannot believe; under these circumstances, but 
that the case of the judge in Arkansas is one which 
ought to be provided for. The judge himself has 
felt how onerous it is. He has hitherto been un- 
able to get his representatives in the Senate and 
House to act upon the subject, or at least they 
have been unable to get it before the two Houses. 
At an early period. of the session, we had the 
question referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary; but we have never heard, from that day to 
this, a word from the Judiciary Committee in ref- 
erence to it, and we now learn that, under an 
order of the committee, the gentleman to whom 
they referred the subject was directed not to bring 
forward a remedy for such injustices as this until 
the bill for the reorganization of the judiciary 
department should be taken up and acted on. I 
I regret 
exceedingly that there has been no effort to bring 
it to the consideration of the Senate; or at least, 
such a slight and comparatively unimportant effort 
as to show that the feelings of the committee could 
not be very strongly in favor of action. This is 
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Match 3, 1851, to settle private land claims in 
California; and not included inthe act to establish 
judicial districts in that State, which was. passed 
in September, 1850, It is 
bill, as it passed the Senate, established the salary 
of the jadge of the northern district of California 
at 46,000; and ‘of the southern district at $4,000. 
Tt was amended in the House, so as to allow the 
salaries: which ate now paid. When it came back 
to uš from the House, the member of the Judiciary 
Committee, who had it in charge, [Mr. Dayton, of 
New Jersey] appeated'to the Senators from Cal- 
ifornia to accept that; and’ suid there could be no 


doubt that’ the salaries would be ‘increased the | 


next year; bút from that ‘day to this we have 
never been able to get ‘an therease. It was an 
entirely insufficient salary, and I declared, then, 
that I was opposed to giving less that $6,000 for 
the judge of the northern district of California. 
Every member of the Senate knows that I pro: 
tested against fixing the salaries at. the rate at 
which they were then established; but now we 
have put additional duties on’ these judges, and 1 
ask’ no incteased’ salary‘ for them, but simply 
additidnal compensation for the additional duties 
imposed ’on them by the act of March 3, 1851. 
o Mri WELLER.” I have'but a few, words to 
say in'addition to, what has been so well said by 
my colleague. Thereis not now operating so 
detrimentally on the interests 0 
unsettled éduilition of land titles: “There has not 
been a single mail from that State opened in this 
dity'during the last three’ months, which has not 
brought’ intelligence: of violence and bloodshed, 
growing out of these difficulties; In every por- 
tion of the State there has already been a vast 
amount of bloodshed because of the unsettled con- 
dition of land titles there... It is a contest between 
the claimant and the settler.: The settler will not 
yield that. whiéh he has cultivated, until the high- 
est tribunal known to your laws, hag finally con- 
firmed the’ validity of the original claim. 

V law imposes on the ‘district judges in 


« Now, the: 
Californ 
claims. You established a board of land commis- 
sioners; you allow an appeal from their decision to 
the district court, and from the district court to the 
supreme court. L know that the ‘judge’ of the 
horthern district of California, in the discharge’ of 
the duties which already belong to‘his office, “is 
ċonstantly ‘employed. I do not ‘see for myself, 
how it is possible for the judge of the northern 
district to discharge the duties imposed upon him, 
even without these land cases being submitted to 
him‘at all. I know that during the past summer 
his court was in session nearly every day, and he 
was notallowed scarcely an hour for recreation or 
amusement. In the discharge of the ordinary 
business of her courts he finds enough to put his 
physical and mental energies to the fullest test. 
You have imposed the examination of the land 
claims upon that court. In order to pass upon 
them speedily, the judge will have to draw upon 
his physical energies to the utmost extent they are 
capable of enduring. In order to induce him to 
do that, it is proposed, during the period that these 
additional duties are imposed upon his court, to 
allow him an additional compensation of $2,000. 
The board of commissioners to investigate land 


|| be no extension of their service. In the mean time 


California as the | 


: ducement to the speedy 


+ the Senate. 
| sponsi 


| these judges, by exacting the most 
t justice inthis. 


| by insisting on his amendment 


| Judges 


| inadequate salaries 
| there are a great many 


| the Senator from California [Mr. Gwin] said, in 


| l think a compromise may be got at, and if we 


| and increase them on a proper basis on which we 


| brought up by others, 


| for in my amendment. 
ia, the duty of passing on these land 


claims expires on the 4th of March next by limit- | 
ation of law, and the probability is that there will 


| than the jurisdiction of a judge, he must abide by 


the vast multitude of cases passéd upon by them 
mnust be submitted to the district courts. My col- 
league and myself are anxious to afford every in- 
settlement of these claims. 
If there be more riots, if there be more bloodshed, 
as there already have been, We desire that the 
bloodshed shall be upon éther- hands, and not upon 
ours. There is an obligation ` resting on us to 
do everything in our power to procure a speedy 
settlement of the land claims. -We have endeay- 
ored to urge it’ this day on the consideration of 
‘Ifthe Senate choose to take the re- 
bility of all the difficulties that will result 
from the tinsettled condition of these land claims, 


| on these cases com 


let them do so; but no part of it shall rest upon | 
me. If you are willing to do gross injustice to | 
onerous service 
from them without compensation, let it be so de- 
cided. But I must say there is neither reason nor 


Mr. GWIN. I appeal again to the Senator 
from Arkansas not to embarrass my proposition’ 
; but let him bring 
it up as a separate measure. Lam in favor of it, 
and will vote for it as'a distinct amendment. 

Mr. STUART. ‘{ wish to make a suggestion 
to the Senator from California, and to theSenator 
from Arkansas. Undoubtedly, ] apprehend, there 
will be a proposition to increase the salaries of the 
of the district'‘courts. If no other Senator 
moves it, I shall offer it myself. Their present 

are a crying evil, and they 
ought to be increased, and it ought to be done 
upon this bill. 


lt is equally true, however, that || 
things upon this bill that 
ought not to be done. i 

While E am on the floor, I wish to correct what 
one particular. He said it had always been cus- 
tomary to pay for such services. The fact is, 
that these services were imposed upon the terri- 
torial judges of Michigan. The Senate hag again 
and again passed bills to pay them for that duty, 
but down to this day they ‘have not been paid. It 
is a striking fact; but still it does not go to prove 
that the judges in California ought notto be paid. 


are disposéd to save time I think it will be better 
for the Senators from Arkañsas to withdraw their 
proposition, and Jet itcomeup as it willin a few 
minutes on a proposition to increase the salaries 
of the district judges which should be increased, 


càn agree without d 


ifficulty. 
Mr. PETTIT. 


L will offer such an amend- 


amendments will withdraw them. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. To avoidprolonging this 
debate, 1 will, under the assurance of the Senator 
from Indiana that the subject shall be brought 
up, withdraw my amendment; butif it be not 
L shall bring it up myself. 

Mr. GWIN. Now, I hope the Senate will 
take into consideration the special case provided 
It is to pay for special 
services under a special law, and it is only an 
increase from year to year, as 
be continued. 

Mr. BUTLER. Originally, Mr. President, it 
was proposed that these land clainis in California 
should be decided by commissioners as a separate 
body, and that their decisions should be subject 
to revision by the Supreme Court, or should be 
subject to the revision of Congress. The Sena- 
tor from California himself, and E think very 
properly, said that he wished to bring these 
claims within the jurisdiction of the district court 
as a court, so that they might be brought up to 
the Supreme Court to be decided, and not left to 
mere commissioners. Now, sir, so long as a 
judge is a judge with the jurisdiction, and no more 


the salary which is awarded to him by law. 
Whenever, however, you make him a commis- ; 
sioner, separate from his functions as a judge, and 
give him a jurisdiction different from that ofa 
judge, you ought to pay him asa commissioner. | 
But in this case I cannot vote for this increase 
because these duties were incident to the judicial 
functions of the judge. J have said, as the Séna- 
tor from California knows, that I believed the 
salaries of the district judges in California were 
tøo low, and I have always been willing to raise 


| creation of the districts. 


| my 


' ment, if the Senators who have offered the pend- || I 
| ing 


those services may |/ 1 


| this judg 


them; but, consistently with my’ opinions that 
e is exercising no more than the jurisdic- 
tion of a judge incident to the very law which the 
Senator himself insisted upon,and I think very 
properly, 1 cannot vote for this proposition. 
Mir. GWIN. It is very true that I insisted 
ing up to the Supreme Court of 
thé United States through the district courts; but the 


. Senator from South Carolina ought to recollect, and 


Tam sorry he séems to have forgotten the fact, that, 
when the act extending the judicial system to Cali- 
fornia was proposed, a bill was reported from’ 
the Judiciary Committee, and it passed the Senate, 


| without a dissenting voice, giving the judge of the 


northern district of California $6,000, and of the 
southern district $4,009. : : 
Mr. BUTLER. 1 was in favor of it! 
Mr. GWEN. Certainly; but when it went to 
the House, they struck the salaries down to $3,500 


‘in the one case, and $2,800 in the other. The 


Senator from New Jersey, (Mr: Dayton,} then @ 
member of the Committee on the Judiciary, who 
had ‘charge of the bill, appealed to the Senators 
from California, rather than defeat the measure, to 
agree to the salaries fixed by the House, and he 
said that at the next session we could obtain an 
increise. l regret that I ever agreed to have 
any judicial system established there with such 
insufficient salaries. He promised, however, that 
the salaries should be increased at the next res- 
sion; but they never were; and now the proposi- 
tion which 'l bring forward is to pay these judges 
for duties imposed upon them subsequent to the 
It is very true that } 
was always in favor of these claims going to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, but I never 
supposed the judges of the district courts were 
properly compensated, independent of these duties. 

Mr. PETTIT. If the Senator from California 
insists on his amendment, I shall move ‘to strike 
it out, and insert the proposition which I hold in 
hand, which is the House bill of this session, 
adjusted with great care, in reference to the proper 
and reasonable compensation of district judges 
throughout the United States. It is a bill which 
has been reported fròm the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary of that House. I will say to the Senator 


i from California, that it provides:for his State at 


the rate of $5,000 for the judge of the northern 
district, and $3,000 for the judge of the southern 
district, which I think is a liberal compensation, 
and one which they ought, at any rate, to be glad 
to take. ‘ é eo 
Mr. GWIN. I will withdraw my amendment, 
and let the Senator offer that, if he will make the 
salary .of the judge of the southern district $3,500. 
am sure it ought to be that. 
Mr. PETTIT. If the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from California is withdrawn, I offer the 
amendment which I holdin my hand. It is the 
House bill of this session tepolauns the salaries 
of the district judges of the, United States: 
_ Mr. ADAMS. I rise. to a question of.order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, . If the Senator 
insists, it will require unavimous. consentito with- 
draw the amendment of the Senator from Califor- 
nia, as the yeas and nays have been. ordered. on 


t. 

Mr. ADAMS. I know nothing of the merits 
of thé proposed amendment of the Senator from 
Indiana, but I am opposed to anything being 
offered to this bill which is not according to the 
rales of the Senate. raise that question of order. 
Mr. PETTIT. Ibelieve the Senator from Cal- 


l| ifornia accepts this as a substitute for his prop- 


osition. 

Mr. GWIN. Iam willing to accept it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and 
nays have been ordered on the amendment of the 
Senator from California, and it requires unanimous 
consent now to withdraw it, orto change it as pro- 
posed. i i ; 

Mr. HUNTER. Is it in order to accept that? 


| Itis not reported by any committee, as 1 under- 


stand. 
- Mr. PETTIT. “It is reported by the committee 
of the House. 

Mr. HUNTER. But that does not bring it 
within our rule. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
not decided that question. The first question is, 
will the Senate consent to the withdrawal of the 
amendment of the Senator from California? 

Mr. HUNTER. No one objects to that. 


1854. : l 


Mr. ADAMS. 
drawal of that amendment, 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. PETTIT. Thet I ofer, asan amendment, 
the House bill of this session, to which f have 
referred, without alteration. 

Mc. HUNTER. Isthatin order? 

Mr. ADAMS. IfI understand the rules, the 
fact that a'bill has been reported by a committee 
of the House does not confer jurisdiction upon | 
this body to receive itas an amendment to an ap- 
propriation bill, 
of this House. Though this may be a bill re- | 
pored by a committee in the other House, itnow | 

ecomes the proposition of the Senator from In- 
diana, as an individual Senator; and the fact that . 
he has concluded to adopt it, does not give it the ; 
character of the report of a committee, ! 

Mr. STUART. Itis just'such an amendment : 
as was offered here yesterday by the Senator from 
Tennessee, increasing the salaries of the judges of 
the Supreme Court. It is not excluded by the rule | 
at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will, 
if desired, submit the question to the Senate 
whether the amendment is in order. 

Mr. WELLER. If 1 understand this propo- 
sition, it is to increase the salaries of officers. al- 
ready created by law. If that be the proposition, 
I apprehend it is clearly withiu the rules of the 
Senate. | can move at any time to increase the | 
salary allowed to any officer provided for in the} 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, if I see 
proper, or the salary of any officer who is pro- | 
vided for under the laws of the United States. If) 
1 suppose at any time that a public officer ought | 
to receive more pay than he is allowed, | can | 
make a motion to increase it. i 

Mr. PETTIT, Thisis not an appropriation of 
money. 

Mr. HUNTER. If it contains no appropria- 
tion, l admit there is no rule against it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yesterday the 
Senate entertained a proposition introduced by the | 
Senator from ‘Tennessee on the same subject. The : 
Chair, therefore, thinks that this is in order. 

Mr. PETTI'T. Before any vote is taken on | 
my amendment, I will, at the suggestion of the į 
honorable Senator from Wisconsin, strike out the | 
word ‘ Wisconsin” where it occurs. I modify | 
the amendment in that way at his instance. f  ; 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to hear Avhat | 
the amendment is as it stands. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Suc. —. And be it further enacted, That the judges of the 
distriet courts of the United States shall receive, as com - 
pensation for their services, the following yearly salaries, | 
to be paid quarterly from the ‘Treasury of the United States, i 
to wit: 


The judges of the district courts of the States of Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
Delaware, New Jersey, and Fowa, $2,000. 

The judge of the northern district of Florida, $2,259. 

‘The judge of the western disiriet of Virginia, North Car- | 
ri 


Dinn; eastern, western, and middle d sof Tenness t 
northern and southern districts of Mi ppi; western i 
district of Pennsylvania; western distriet of Louisiana, ; 


Texas, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Missouri; eastern and 


western districts of Arkansas, Lindis, and Michigan, |; 


$2,500, 


The judges of the districts of Georgia, South Carolina, |} 


eastern district of Virginia, northern district of New York, | 
northern and southern districts of Alabama, $2,750. 

‘the judges of the districts of Maryland, Massachusetts, 
eastern district of Penn-ylvania, southern district of Florida, 
and southern district of California, $3,000. 

The judge of the eastern district of Louisiana, $3,500. 

The judge of the southern distriet of New York, $3,750. 

The judge of the northern district of California, $5,000. 

Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senator from Indiana ` 
will put the judge of the southern district of Cali- į 
fornia at $3,500. His salary is $2,800 now, and | 
that is entirely insufficient. 

Mr. PETTIT. [have no objection to that. I. 
amend my amendment in that way. 
Mr. DAWSON. I will state to the Senator : 
that there are two places for holding the courts in | 
the State of Georgia—Marietta and Savannah 


It mast come from a committee || 


į 


There are two districts; and one judge presides |: 


over both, and the amount of his salary, strange : 
to say, is not so much, by one half, as that pro- 
posed for the small State of Louisiana or Ar- : 
kansas. 

Mr. PETTIT. The House committee ad- | 
justed that to-their liking; and E do not wish to; 
‘make any material alteration in what they agreed | 
on. I think the amendment suggested as to the 


southern district of California is proper, and I 
have included it. 


amendment, there are three, and but one judge to 
hold the court in the three districts. Ifthe object 


really be to increase the compensation of that || on the idea that the legislative bodies of the coun- 


judge to what is reasonable and fair, let me ask, 
why was it not proposed to increase it to $3,000? 
That is the proposed salary of the district judge 


of western Louisiana, and Lam satisfied it is a fair |) 


one, 


Mr. PETTIT. Irelied very much upon the 


l action of the House committee on that subject. 


Mr. STUART. f wish to suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, that I presume there is not a 


single case in the amendment which meets ex- |! 


actly the judgment of any Senator here. Iris to 
a great extent a compromise. It must necessarily 


beso. Iris probably as nearly right as we can 
ii get it. The House committee perfected that scale 


| of salaries after a great deal of consultation and 


care, and I think we had better take it as it is. 
Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me that we can- 
not go into sach a system as this upon the civil 
and diplomatic bill. Gentlemen are already dif- 
fering on the details of this measure. We have 
but a few days of the session left, and I think itis 


sums of appropriation to this bill. 

Mr. WELLER. Let me say to the Senator 
from Virginia, that notwithstanding we may differ 
as to some of these details, I trust there will bea 
majority of the Senate in favor of the amendment; 


and that ought to be entirely satisfactory to him. |! 


However widely we may differ among ourselves, 
if we agree to take this as a compromise, my 
friend from Virginia will be placed in the situation 
of the Irishman who was enlisted. 
forced to volunteer. [Laughier.] 
Mr. ATCHISON called for the yeas and nays 
upon the amendment, and they were ordered. 
Mr. ADAMS. 


higher salary than our State pays to the circuit 


| judges who are upon an equality in point of dig- 


nity; and, according to my recollection, E have 


never voted, nor will L ever vote, to pay a Federal |! 
officer more than the States pay for similar ser- |; 


vices to their State officers. 

Mr. MALLORY. I shall vote for this amend- 
ment; but I feel bound, in doing so, to say, that in 
consideration of the fact that the judge of the 
northern district of Florida has to travel entirely 
over the State twice a year, and hold court in nu- 
merous places, this increase of $250 is a paltry 
matter. f will, however, go for the amendment. 

Mr. PETTITL. I hope the Senate will consent 
Py take it as a compromise. It is the best we can 

o. 


Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, having had 


l| charge of this matter as a member of the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary, I feel bound to state that 
I will notaccept this amendment as a compromise, 


or in any other form; and I do not know but that | 

itis my duty to go at length into the whole his- 
| tory of this jadiciary question, and show the vari- | 
i ous ramifications which it has undergone, and the | 


principle on which the compensation of our judges 
has been based. There is immense difficulty, I 
know, in fixing such.a system. 


exceptional case; but here, sir, we are now called 


to pass upon a: proposition to which my attention |; 
was not called until the reading of it; and it is to |: 


be added to'a money bill—the civil and diplomatic 
bill—to be put through in five minutes, without 
consideration, by the Senate. I know the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciaty have had difficulties in re- 
gard to it, and my friend from Delaware [Mr. 
Bayarp] offered a substitute for the bill reported 


| to the committee by myself. Thecommittee had 
i the subject under consideration for months, and 
yet now, it seems, we can take it up in half an į 


hour, and put iton a money bill! I think it shows 
an utter disregard of that consideration which 
questions of this magnitude and importance ought 
to receive from the Senate of the United States. 
I do not 


I am not advised as to other | 
States; but this amendment gives to the district | 
judge of the United States court in my State a 


i 


| favor of increasing many of these Salaries, and had 


preprred a bill to do it upon certain well defined 
principles. This amendment, it seems to. me, has 
departed in several cases from those principles. 
The idea of picking up and attaching to a money 
bill a proposition to reorganize the judiciary, to 
; increase judicial salaries all over the United States, 


: try have neglected their duties for eight. or nine 
i months, is a mode of transacting the public busi- 
i ness that ought to be scouted from this body, and 
| I enter my protest against it. I will net go into 
i the subject. I simply content myself with voting 
{against the amendment, and saying that there is 
; nota man who can rise’ up in his place and state 
that the salaries in that proposition are fixed prop- 
erly in all the districts. 1 do not think my friend 
from Indiana can do it. 

Mr. PETTIT. I do not recollect every one 


Mr. TOOMBS, Nor anybody else. The old 
principle was that we should give the judges of 
the United States courts the highest compensa- 


| from memory. 


ition given to the judiciary in the States where 
| they sat. 


There are some cases which are to be 
exceptions to the rule, where you compel the 


i judges to reside in places like New York, and 
; Boston, and Philadetphia. 

! Connecticut, where you passed a law making that 
highly improper to be adding on these immense || 


1 recollect’ a casé in 


district judgeserve also in New York. That duty 


threw him under extraordinary- additional ` ex- 


| penses, and made his case one which I was willing 
to except from the general principle. But here, 


‘| now, Senators propose to vote for the amendment 


l was willing to |! 
vote for an increase of salary in California, as an |. 


merely on being satisfed of one fact, that the sal- 
ary of the judge in their own State is raised. It 
seems to bea proposition to increase all these 
salaries, generally, with the idea of providing for 


i i | particular cases, and we are to take whatever the 
He will be 


| House committee may have fixed, without en- 
| quiring into it. It seems as if gentlemen acted 
on the principle “the Devil take the hindmost, so 
you increase the salary of my judge; that is all.” 

Mr. ATCHISON. F move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. I wish an opportunity to look into. 
this matter. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope the motion to adjourn 
will not be agreed to. -I ask for the yeas and 
naye on it. 

he yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 11, nays 32; as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs, Allen, Atchison, Butler, Chase, Daw- 
son, Fitzpatrick, Norris, Sumner, Toombs, Wade, and 
Weller--1). 

NAYS-—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, 
Srodhead, Brown, Cooper, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, 
Evans, Fish, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, 
dames, Johnson, Joues of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pet- 
tit, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, and 
Walker—32, 0" 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, the impatience’ 
of the Senate shall not prevent me from doing 
justice to the committee with which I am con- 
nected. We prepared a bill which would regu- 
late this whole subject. By that bill we provided 
for circuit judges with a salary of $4,000. If that 
bill, providing for these circuit judges, shall go 
into operation, it will change the duties of the 
district judges materially. It is found upon the 
idea of subordination—supreme judges, circuit 
adges, and district judges. But, if you increase 
the salaries of these district judges as now pro- 
posed, you cannot diminish them. Gentlemen 
who have considered the subject are, perhaps, pre- 


ii pared to vote for this amendment on their inde- 


| 
| 


pendent judgments. I am not. Ican only say, as 
far as regards the consideration I have given it, 
: that I am not prepared to commit. myself to the 
arbitrary system laid down iw this proposition. 
. California, Florida, and some other places 1 would 
make exceptions, but when gentlemen interposed 
with other bills, and refused to let me take up the 
judiciary bill, when I moved for its consideration, 


ied, perhaps it will be found that, by this very 
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perform very onerous duties. Weare now going 
into these matters because each gentleman sup- 
poses he understands. what his district judge has 
to do. Well, sir, under the system that-may be 
adopted these duties may be very much modified. 
And here [ may say that as far as regards the old 
States—the Atlantic States—we are not interested 
materially in a change of the present judiciary. 
system; bul a modification of. it is obviously. re- 
quired in order to meet the wants of the western 
and northwestern States, and California. Itisin 
regard to them that I think the system should be 
modified; but do not modify it by this patchwork 
of bringing up a proposition to change our system 


of salaries in this bill, when, perhaps, you cannot. 


fix them properly hereafter if this be now done. 
If gentlemen ‘choose to. vote blindfold, let them 
swallow it on faith. I wish to act with intelli- 
gence and understanding. 

“Mr. STUART. F wish to put a practical ap- 
plication of the Senator’s doctrine which in itself 
is sound, The district judge of my State is 
obliged to live in Detroit, where his ordinary ex- 
penses for house rent, and diet for himself and 
family will equal his salary—$1,500.. He can- 
not even clothe himself properly, he “cannot edu- 
cate a child that he has out of his salary. In the 
mean time, is he to go badly clad, his children 
without education, and upon the very brink of 
starvation, to wait for a general reorganization of 
the judiciary system? Sir, it never willbe. He 
must have something, and I am for taking this. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I voted some time since 
against the amendment of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia, (Mr. WeLLeR,] to increase the compensa- 
tion of the marshals in his State, on the ground 
that it was improperly attempted to be placed on 
this bill. Lam satisfied that the proposed increase 
of compensation allowed in this amendment to 
the district judge of Alabama, is not so much as 
it should be; but whether it is so or not, E am 
utterly opposed now, on this bill, to adding such 
a.proposition, I am not able to say whether the 
increased compensation allowed to the several 
judges throughout the United States is adequate. 

know nothing of the amount which should be 
allowed to them; and yet, at the heel of the ses- 
sion, when the question has not been discussed, 
when but few can speak for anything beyond the 
limits of their own State, it is proposed to reor- 
ganize the whole judicial system of the United 
States, so far as the district judges are concerned, 
and at an enormous. expense. 
to any such thing, IT will not detain the Senate, 
but I will content myself with voting against the 
amendment. : 

-Mri JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I 
have made up my mind to vote against this bill. 
Other gentlemen are giving their reasons why they 
will vote for and against amendments; I will give 
you my reason. f have made up my mind to 
vote against the whole bill on its final passage, 
because I believe it would kill any man in the 
world who would vote for it, and kill any party 
who would attempt to sustain it. With that 
honest conviction, I shall vote against it, because 
I cannot approve it; but as a majority here have a 
right to legislate upon this subject, I am going to 
vote with the majority for everything they offer; 
and, therefore, unless it conflicts with my consti- 
tutional duties, I will vote for this amendment. 
We havea judge in our State, as you know, sir, 
[Mr: BeLL, In the chair,] who performs more ser- 
vice than any man I ever knew for less money; 
and lam willing to vote him an increase of salary. 
If the majority wish to put this amendment on 
the bill, I am willing to vote for it, but I do so 
with the express declaration that, on the final 
passage of the bill, I shall vote against the whole 
of it. 

Mr. BAYARD. The amendment now offered, 
Mr, President, proposes to adjust the salaries of 
all the district judges of the United States, by way 
of incrgase. ‘That it is desirable in itself, I do not 
doubt. It ought to be done; but 1 confess that I 
am somewhat opposed to doing it in this shape; 
but it seems to me that wecan do it in no other 
mode than by attaching it to an appropriation bill. 
Ihave looked over the classification of salaries 
proposed in the amendment of the Senator from 
Indiana. It does not exactly agree with all my 
opinions, but it comes pretty near to them; and I 
dare say | may have erred in some of the items 
whith I endeavored to introduce into the bill that 


I cannot consent ji 


| Buildings. 


I drew up.as a substitute for that which received 
the sanction of a majority of the Committee on the 
Judiciary. . I find this amendment so nearly re- 
sembling my own views, that I can see no objec- 
tion on that score to voting for it. 

Next, sir, comes the objection of the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina. If it existed in 


point of fact, it would be sufficient to induce me to.. 


vote against the amendment. The honorable 
Senator from South Carolina- seems to think that 
it will interfere with the bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary in reference to the reor- 
ganization of the judiciary system of the United 
States. If [ supposed that, I should unhesitat- 
ingly vote against the amendment; but I do not 
think so. That bill, according to my recollec- 
tion, has no relation to the district judges at all. 
It. organizes circuits; it provides for the circuit 
judges, and gives to them the performance of du- 
ties now performed by the Supreme Court judges; 
but it leaves. the districts mainly as they were be- 
fore, and the labors of the district judges what 
they were before. That their salaries are inade- 
quate, I am satisfied. Then, sir, no one salary 
in this amendment, with the exception of the 
judge of the northern district of California, ex- 
ceeds $3,750. I think the amount proposed for 
New York is too little, and so for Boston and 
Philadelphia, and perhaps one or two other places, 
None of the salaries come up to the amendment 
which the committee agreed to recommend as the 
salary of the circuit judges. On the whole, I 
think the amendment not so objectionable as to 
compel me to vote against it; and I see no other 
mode of accomplishing this desirable object. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. As a great deal has been 
said about changing the system of the judiciary, 
and the enormous increase of salaries by this 
amendment, I wish to state that the whole amount 
of this amendment distributes less than $10,000 
to increase the salaries of the district judges of the 
United States. That is the whole amendment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 18, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brod- 
head, Brown, Foot, Gwin, James, Johnson, Jones of 
Tennessee, Mallory, Pettit, Sebastian, Shields, Stuart, 
Thomson of New Jersey, and Weller—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Butler, Chase, 
Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Lowa, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, 


Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Houston, Hunter, Mason, Norris, 
Rockwell, Rusk, Stidell, Suniner, Thompson of Kentucky, 


! Toombs, aid Wade—23. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. PETTIT. 1 wish to offer another amend- 
ment, 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator will allow me 
to renew the amendment which | withdrew, in 
order to enable him to offer his 

Mr. PETTIT. After a while. I have been 
waiting very patiently for five or six days, and [ 
will give the Senator a full opportunity when I 
am through, and vote with him besides. I think 
it is the worst policy, and the greatest curse that 
ever befell a people, to starve their officers. J 
want the judges paid, so that they shall not be 
under the necessity of taking bribes, or stealing. 

Mr. CHASE. Are they doing it? 

Mr. PETTIT. Iam a little afraid they will be 
reduced to it. [Laughter.] I have an amendment 
to offer in pursuance of an estimate made under 
the law by the present Commissioner of Public 
It is to appropriate $8,000 for the im- 
provement of Indiana avenue in this city, not for 
the State of Indiana; but I take it, the amendment 
comes very properly from an Indiana Senator, If 
there is any doubt about the estimate, I will turn 
to it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the Committee on 
Public Buildings had this question before them. 
The chairman can state. 

Mr. BAYARD. The subject was before the 
commiitee, and the committee decided not. to re- 
commend: the appropriation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Berr in 
the chair.) Does the Senator from Indiana offer 
this amendment by direction of a committee? 

Mr. PETTIT. No, sir; but as an estimate 
from the proper Department under the law. My 
amendment is: 


For gravelling Indiana avenue, from New Jersey ave- 
nue to Third street west, setting the curb-stone on each 
side thereof thirty feet from the building line, paving with 
brick a width of six feet next the eurbestone, paving the 
gutters, planting trees, and extending the brick arch the full 
width of the street, $8,000, 


So far as the question of estimate is concerned, 
I understand that anything estimated for by the 
appropriate department is properly offerable as 
an amendment. Now, the law provides “ thatall 
estimates of the public buildings and grounds shall 
hereafter be submitted by the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to be examined and ap- 
proved by them before they are reported to the 
House.”? And it further provides, that the com- 
missioner shall “annually, at the commencement 
of the year, report the manner in which the appro- 
priations for the public buildings and grounds have 
been applied.” That is the law requiring him to 
submit his estimates. I have his regular estimates 
here, and among them I find one in the very 
words of the amendment which I have offered, as 
follows: ; 

For gravelling Indiana avenue, from New Jersey ave- 
nue to Third street west, setting the curb-stone on each 
side thereof thirty feet from the building line, paving with 
brick a width of six feet next the curb stone, paving the 
gutters, planting trees, and extending the brick arch the 
full width of the street, $8,000. ; 

Mr. ATCHISON. I rise to a point of order, 
This estimate does not come from the head of a 
Department, as 1 understand. 

Mr. PETTIT. It comes from where the law 
requires. : 

Mr. ATCHISON. But the rule of the Senate 
requires it to come from the head of a Department,. 
orto be reported by a committee. This comes 
from neither. f 

Mr. PETTIT. 1 donot know what particular 
consequence a head of a Department may have. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Beri.) 
The Chair understands the rule to require an esti- 
mate from the head of a Department. 

Mr. PETTIT. Very weil; but here the law 
requires that this officer, the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings shall make the estimates; and | take 
it that that office is a department in itself, and that 
Mr. French is the head of that department, and is 
as valuable a one asany other. Let meremind the 
Senate that this avenue has recently become more 
occupied than Pennsylvania avenue itself. 

Mr. ATCHISON. 1 call the Senator to order. 
I wish to know whethet the point has been set- 
tled——whether the amendment is in: order or not? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the rules 
are observed, the Chair must say that this amend- 
ment is out of order. 

My. PETTIT. Iwill not take an appeal; but 
I havh another amendment which is in order. 

For nuing the improvement of the harbor of 
Michig®f City, Indiana, $19,000. 

This recommendation comes from the head of 
a Department. Itake it from the report of the 
Secretary of War, where there is an estimate in 
so many words: ‘For continuing the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Michigan City, Indiana, 


$19,000."? Task that itshall be inserted here. It 
is the only harbor in Indiana. 
Mr. HUNTER. What is the date of the es- 


timate? 

Mr. PETTIT. : This year. Here I find it in 
the report of the Secretary of War, for the first 
session of the Thirty-Third Congress. This is 
the only port in Indiana; and the Secretary of the 
Treasury has prepared a bill creating it a port of 
entry, instead of a port of delivery, as heretofore. 
That bill isin the House of Representatives in the 
charge of the Committee on Commerce; and it 
will undoubtedly become a law, I think. Unless 
this money shall be appropriated, the works al- 
ready commenced there will go to decay and ruin. 

Mr. DAWSON, Was there any appropriation 
for it at the last Cangress? j 

Mr. PETTIT. Yes, sir; $20,000 were appro- 
priated. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. GWIN. I now renew the amendment 

which I offered a short time ago, but withdrew. 
It is to add the following additional section: 
_ SEC. —. And be it further enacted, That the district 
judges for the State of California, while in the discharge 
of the duties imposed by the act of the 3d of March, 1851, 
entitled An act to ascertain and settle the private land 
claims for the State of California,” be allowed, at the rate 
of $2,000 per annum each, in addition to their salaries as 
district judges for the State of California, which shall be in 
full for their services, 

The amendment was agreed to 
a division—ayes 19, noes 13. 


Mr, BRODHEAD. [havea small amendment 


; there being, on 
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to offer, which I will explain, There was an 
appropriation made some years ago to pay the 
outstanding loan office and final-settlement certifi- 
cates; but one of them, No, 265, was lost, and I 
ask to have a sufficient sum to pay it reappropri- 
ated, upon certain proof being produced that the 
man who claims it is the proper legal owner, and 
upon his giving bond to indemnify the Govern- 
ment. I offer it in pursuance of a recommenda- 
tion of the Treasury Department, and by the 
unanimous consent of the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims of this body. It was ruled in 
order at the last Congress, and was adopted by 
the Senate as an amendment to the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill; but itfwas lost in 
the committee of conference, where am afraid it 
t 


will be lost again. My amendmeptt is to add the 
following: 
For the payment of a lost final-settlement certificate, 


No. 265, issued for $14,180 56, a claim for which has been 
presented at the specie value thereof, to be computed by 
the Register of the Treasury, payment to be made to Henry 
G. Carson, administrator de honis non cum testamento an- 
nezo, of Curtis Grubb, deceased, surviving partner of the 
late firm of Curtis & Peter Grubb, to whom said certificate 
Was issued: Provided, Satistactory evidence be produced 
to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury that said administration 
isthe bona fide holder of said claim: And provided fur- 
ther, That the said holder of said claim shal) give bond, 
Wilh security to be approved by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, to indemnify the Government and refund the amount 
he shail receive by virtue of this act, in case the said cer- 
tificate should ever be presented by any other person, and 
payment thereof demanded. And so much money as is 
necessary to pay the specie value of said certificate shalt 
be paid out of auy moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appr: priated. 

Mr. HUNTER. Task for the decision of the 
Chair whether that is not a private claim. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The amendment ig in 
order, for two reasons; first, because the amount 
is asked for by the Treasury Department, and 
second, because I have the authority of a stand- 
ing committee to offer it. Besides that, when it 
was offered at the last Congress, by my colleague, 
as an amendment to the civil and diplomatic ap- 

ropriation bill, it was ruled to be in order. I 
Pave the record of that transaction before me in 
the Congressional Globe, and can refer to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Berr.) If 
it has been ruled by the Senate to be in order, the 
Chair will observe that precedent, though, in his 
own opinion, according to the strict terms of the 
rule, it would be excluded. 

Mr. WALKER. It was decided to bein order 
at the last session, to my recollection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If such was 
the decision, the Chair rules it to be in order. The 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania. : 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to understand 
when this certificate was issued; and how do we 
know that itis due? Ido not know whether this 
case belongs to a class that was before Congress 
some years ago, but I remember that not long 
Since, when statements from the books of the 
Treasury were printed, there was a large class of 
cases where it appeared that sums were due to 
various people on the Treasury books. Persons 
immediately took out letters of administration all 
over the country, and attempted to get payment 
for the claims. Now, I want to know when this 
certificate was lost, and what evidence we have of 
its loss. Is the evidence of it simply the fact that 
there appears on the Treasury books to be so 
much due to A, B, or C? That is not the slight- 
est evidence that anything is due to anybody. 
That class of cases has been elaborately consid- 
ered in Congress for the last eight or ten years, 
and condemned—justly condemned. I wish to 
understand what this case is. I do not know 
when this certificate wag issued. I wish to know 
something about it. Does it belong to the class 
of which [have spoken? I ask for information. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It does not belong to that 
class. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Then I want to know to what 
class it does belong. I wish to hear some expla- 
nation of how this money is due by the Govern- 
ment. That ought to be a matter of some conse- 
quence, J think. 

Mr. WALKER. This case is entirely dissim- 
ilar to the class of cases mentioned by theSenator 
from Georgia. At an early period of the Gov- 
ernment these loan office and final-settlement cer- 
tificates were issued by the Government when it 
had no money to pay, They were a species of 


| bills of credit issued at the Treasury Department; 
| and as they were presented when the Treasury 
! had money, they were paid. If this certificate 
| was in existence, and had not been lost, it would 
| be paid immediately on its presentation at the 
| Treasury, but it has been lost; and the reason 
| why it has not been paid is, that at the Treasury 
| they demand the surrender of the certificate itself 
| before liquidating it. This amendment’ provides 
for the loss, and requires ample security to be given 
in case the original should ever be found. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That cannot be the state of 
the case at all, because then you put the Govern- 
ment, after the lapse of forty or fifty years, to 
show that the certificate was paid. Thatis exactly 
the class of cases which we have condemned. 

Mr. WALKER, Not at all. The Senator 
does not understand me. It has been sufficiently 
proved before the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims that this certificate did exist in the hands 
of the claimant, and its loss has been proved. 
After proper search and diligence, it cannot be 
found. If it was in existence, it could be pre- 
sented at the Treasury and payment of it made; 
but at the Treasury the surrender of the certificate 
is required before payment. This amendment 
provides that the amount shall be paid, and re- 
quires the parties to give ample security to the 
Government that, if the certificate is ever found 


the Government. Consequently the Treasury 
cannot lose anything. 

1 will mention another fact. An appropriation 
was madesome yearsago for taking up these loan 
office and final-settlement certificates. This one 
could not be presented, and, of course, could not 
be paid; and, consequently, the balance which was 
appropriated has lapsed, and this is but a reap- 
| propriation of what was formerly appropriated 
for the very purpose. l think it provides suff- 
ciently for guarding the Government against any 
possible contingency of loss. 

Mr. TOOMBS. This is precisely one of the 
class of cases that | supposed. The books of the 
Treasury show that a ivan office or final-settle- 
ment certificate was issued to A, B, or C forty, or 
fifty, or sixty years ago. A great many persons, 
on seeing publication of that fact, said: “ why, 
here was a certificate issued to my ancestor, and 
I am entitled to it.’? Such people accordingly 
came here, and claimed the amount. They, in 
effect, said to the Government, after forty, or fifty, 
or sixty years, “though the presumption is that 
these certificateshave been returned and canceled, 
yet, unless you can show that they were redeemed, 
we will presume the existence of the certificate, 
and hold you responsible.” I say, sir, that a 
party who received a loan office certificate fifty or 
sixty years ago, is to be presumed to have re- 
ceived payment for it, unless there be peculiar 
circumstances showing, beyond question, that it 
was lost, and never canceled. On the statement 
of the gentleman from Wisconsin, this is pre- 
cisely one of the class of cases which have been 
condemned, and justly condemned by Congress. 
Why, sir, you may take out of the Treasury hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars if you are to ap- 
propriate merely on the ground that the books of 
the Treasury show that an amount was at some 
| time due to this or that individual, and that the 
; Government cannot show that those debts were 
canceled. If that principle be sound, the admin- 
istrator, at this time, of the party to whom a cer- 
tificate was issued half a century ago, may come 
forward and say, “F find that a certificate was 
issued to the original parties for whom I am ad- 
ministrator, and unless you can show that you 
have canceled the debt, you must pay me.” 
Will the Senate sanction such a doctrine? Sir, 
under the appropriation which we made to pay a 
portion of these certificates, the Government wa 
plundered to a large amount. It was one of the 
most wretched acts ever passed by Congress. | 
had occasion, a few years ago, as a member of 
the Committee of Ways and Means of the other 


was satisfied then, as I am now, that people came 
here with these cases, and that money was poured 
out of the Treasury to pay them, without a 
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|| shadow of right. 


| Mr. WALKER. I venture to say, Mr. Presi- 
| dent, that the Senator from Georgia, cannot show 
į that under the former appropriation, one of these 
| certificates was ever paid without a surrender of 


by any one and presented, they will indemnify | 


House, to examine the subject thoroughly, and I | 


the instrument. The reason why this one was. 
not paid was, because the certificate could not be 

surrendered as others were. In consequence of 
the non-ability of these parties to surrender the 

certificate, the appropriation has lapsed, and now 

; When there is complete proof of the loss of the 

certificate, the holders simply ask that they shall 

be paid the amount. : 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I think that 
this is a just claim against the United States, 
Two years ago, l examined the claim and urged 
its passage in this body. It was passed. by the 
Senate as an amendment to the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill, but, as my colleague stated, - 
was lost in the committee of conference. 

The Grubbs,at the time of the Revolution, were 
the founders of cannon, and they manufactured 
for the Government a. large. quantity of cannon 
and cannon balls, which were furnished by them, 
The Government, as was stated by the Senator 
from Wisconsin, not being in a condition to pay 
at the time, issued its certificate of indebtedness to 
the Grubbs. That certificate went into their hands, 
They were a wealthy family, and it remained 
with them. Payment was not made by the United 
States, but the certificate remained inthe hands of 
old Mr. Grubb until his death, some thirty years 
ago. After the transfer to the hands of an admin- 
istrator de bonis non, the certificate was lost; and 
at the time of the appropriation made to pay a cer- 
tain class of these claims on presentation at the 
Treasury, this certificate could not be found, and 
four years ago, | think, application was first made 
for the payment of the claim. l had charge of it 
at the ume, and I remember that ona vote by yeas 
and nays it passed this body. 

I admit, sir, what my friend from Georgia says, 
that the mere fact of a certificate standing unpaid 
on the books of the Treasury, to any particular 
person is very little evidence of its aut enticity, 
It is evidence of this fact, and perhaps no more: 
that at one time the Government was indebted to 
A B, or C D, to such an amount; but the pre- 
| sumption of time—which is a substantial one, re- 
garded in all judicatories—is. against its existence 
at this period, unless there be something to rebut. 
the presumption of payment by lapse of time, 
Here the facts were such as satisfied the Senate 
that that presumption was rebutted, and the Sen- 
ate allowed the amount, but it was stricken out, 
jas I have said, by the committee of conference. 

Mr, WELLER. If! understand this proposi- 
tion, it is a very simple one. If i were to give my 
| promissory note to an individual, payable two 
years hence, and it should not be puid at that time, 
| but after the lapse of some eight or ten years the 
| payee should lose the note, and produce satisfac- 
tory evidence to me of its loss, I should consider 
| myself bound as an honest man, to pay that debt, 
i i am in favor of compelling this Government to 
|, do whatever integrity and honesty would demand 
in the case of common individuals. Now, sir, the 
| issuing of the certificate was evidence of the indebt- 
; edness of the Government. That certificate has 
|| been lost, and Í would compel this Government to 
{| observe the same rules which honest men are com- 
|i pelled to observe in their transactions. 
|| Mr. DAWSON. This is equivalent to an ab- 
i; Solute appropriation of the amount of principal 
jand interest due upon this paper. The amend- 
| ment is to provitte for a claim which has been in- 
| terposed for the amount of this certificate, which 
| appears upon the books of the Treasury. : There, 
| is no evidence whatever, that I have heard, that 
|| this paper was at any time, or has been during 
|| the last thirty years, in the possession of any one 
| of these claimants. The only restriction. placed 
| on them in the amendment is: 

i Provided, satisfactory evidence be produced to the Sec- 
i; retary of the Treasury that said administrator is the bong 
|| fide holder of said claim.” 

What is the claim? Suppose they presented 
it; what will the Secretary of the Treasury have 
te do? He will find the name of Grubb upon the 
| books for such a certificate, and that will be all 
the evidence. The man to whom it was issued ig 
dead. The executor or administrator upon his 
estate is dead. Then, when this matter is dis- 
covered, some twenty, or thirty, or ] do notknow 
how many years afterwards, administration. de 
i bonis non cum testamento annexo, is taken out for 
the purpose of getting this claim. It is net re- 
quired that the parties shall go back and show 
that the original holder ia dead, that the first 
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administrator is dead, and that this nial: is now] 


authorized to receive payment of the claim; ‘but 
Heis to receive it merely on the ground that it is 
entered ori the books of the Treasury that such a 
certificate was issued to the Grubbs, .There is 
notia particle of proof that it has been in the pos- 


session of any one of these individuals for years,’ 
In any court'in the world. | 
they would have to: prové ‘the existence ‘of the | 


orthat it has been lost. 


paper, and the loss‘ef the paper; and then the:doo- 
trine of my friend from California would comein. 
Mr. WELLER. T apprehend, in this ‘case, 


‘that the record: shows the issuing of the certifi- 


cate. HoR 
Mr. DAWSON. But where is the evidence of 
the loss of itro > a ; 


“Mr, WELLER, The loss'of the paperis to | 


be proved'by the persoo whois now adiministrator. 

Mr. DAWSON: Theteis no provision of that 
sortin the amendment. 

Mr. WELLER: You allege that- it has been 
paid by the Government; then the onus is thrown 
on the Government. i : i 

Mr. DAWSON. The presumption always is 
when time runs, ahd a paper of this‘sort has not 
been presented, that it has been paid. The law 
presumes: payment after the statute of limitations 
commences’ to ran: ` Up to: that period you can 
conte in-‘and prove the loss of the paper and other: 
facts necessary to require payment. * 

Mr. WELLER. fdo not think! ‘there is any 
statute of limitations as to the Government. 

Mr. MALLORY. F wish: to‘ask whether the 
amendment contains interest?) = > 

Mr. DAWSON. Certainly? It is necessarily 
to pay the face of thepaper with interest. 

‘Mre WALKER. These certificates on their 
face bear interest. See 

Mr. ALLEN. The certificate ought not to 


draw ‘interest for any longer period than when | 


debts of the same class were paid. The interest 
ought not:to be allowed to go beyond such aday. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- | 


ator move an amendment to the amendment? 

Mr. ALLEN. No; sir, | merely suggest that 
the certificate ought not-to draw interest beyond 
the day when debts of the same class were paid 
by the Government, which was about the year 
1822 or 1823. At that time all that were presented 
were paid off. This amendment, therefore, iri- 
cludes thirty years’ interest, to which the parties: 
have no right. => 

! Mr: RUSK: . É vote with great distrust on’ all: 
these old’ claims: À 
before the: Conimittee -où Military Affairs: some 
years ago, which gave rise to this distrustin my 
mind. It was 'a claim: for upwards of $40,000. 
It was prosecuted by as honest & man, | suppose, 
as ever came before Congress to make‘a claim. 
He came here and urged it session after session, at 
considerable ex pense to himself, “Phe Committee 


on Military Affairs examined it closely.’ The | 


claimant had been‘ quartermaster in the war of 
1812, and there were a large number of accounts 
to be examined. 
any man could:be that the Government owed him 
over $40,000. There were two or three reports: 
in his favor, but by some means: or ‘other they 
did ‘rot come up, and were'not acted upon. The 


question was re-referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs: when I was & member of it. 
We had sent to the Departtnents over and over 
again, and got all the papers connected with these 
accounts, 
was referred to: the committee, before we reported 
on it he came into the committee room one morn- 
ing, and saidhe wanted to withdraw his papers; 
for, on examining to find a little more testimony, 
he actually found his receipt to the Government 
for the amount. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I move to amend the bill 
by striking out of the second section this clause: 

And further, that all appropriations which are herein 
miide, or may be hereafter made, for repairs or improve 
mente of the pubtie buildings, grounds, and streets within 
the District of Columbia, and now. under the charge of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, shall be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, and that all laws or parts of laws inconsistent with 
this section shall be, and the same are hereby, repeated. 


Mr. HUNTER. I am willing to agree to that 
amendment. | believe it is right. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Probably some of the rest of 
usdo‘not know what itis: Let us hear it: 


l remember one which was | 


He was honestly impressed as | 


Finally, at the last session at which it | 


i 


| 


: Fhe Secretary tead the amendment again. 

-Mr TOOMBS: Why should this clause be 
strieken our? : 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If Congress orders a cer- 
tain improvement to be made, the Secrétary of the 
Interior, under this: section, has- to’ come down 
and inspect it. “That is business which pertains 
tothe Commissioner of Public Buildings. His’ 
accounts are settled at the Treasury upon proper’ 
vouchers. I hope the amendment will be agreed 
to. 5 

The amendment was'adopted: 

Mr. BRODHEAD. F have one more amend- 
ment to’ offer. Ft speaks for itself. It is toadd 
the following additional section: 

Sec. — And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
allowed to the Assistant Secretary of State, to the Assistant 
Secretary of the Hreasury, to the’ First Comptroller of the 


Treasury, to the Second Comptrolier of the Treasury, and; 
to the Commissioner. of Customs, an annual salary each at, 


the rate of $4,503 as to the First Anditor of the Treasury, | 


to the Second Auditor of the Treasury, to the Third Auditor 
of the Treasury, to the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, to 


the Auditor of the Treasury ror the Post Office Departinent, | 


to the Treasurer of the United States, to the Register ofthe 
Treasury, to the Commissioner of the Genera! Land Office 

tothe Commissioner of Pensions, tothe Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, aud té the Commissioner of Patents, each at 
the rate of $4,000. Tbe said: salaries ta: commence-from 


as is not otherwise appropriated by this or former acts, shall 
be paid oùt of aiy moneys ‘in the Preasury not otherwisé 
appropriated... : : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is this offered 
from any committee of the Senate? 

Mr. BRODHEAD: Itis offered in pursuance 
of the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘Mr. HUNTER. Lask for the yeas and nays 
upon that amendment. 

The yeas-and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 understand that this prop- 
osition is to increase the salaries of the auditors, 
comptrollers, and other heads of bureaus. Do 
they not all now get as much as Senators: and 
Representatives ? 


Several:Senarors. More; more. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Then, sir, E would suggest ! 


whether it-is:proper now in this bill to go into the 
subject of increasing all the auditors, and the 
head of every bureau-and Government establish- 
ment in the city’of Washington, when their pay 
ig: more than we receive. I think that at present 
some of these auditors and other officers’ get a: 
great deal moré than they are entitled to. 
- Mr. BRODHEAD. By the letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, it appears that. the-sala- 
ries of the coniptrollers were fixed some fifty-five 
years’ ago, and’ at that time the comptrollers 
received mote than the Postmaster General. 
salaries of all the officers in and about Washing- 
ton have been increased excépt the comptroliers. 
They are high officers, having responsible func- 
tions. The Senate'can do as they please'with this 
amendment; but I wish to justify myself for of- 
fering it. The same necessity exists for increas: 
ing the salaries of these other officers. They arë 
meritorious men, performing highly responsible’ 
duties. They dispose of large quantities of public 
business. They guard the public Treasury. -For 
these, and dther reasons which appear on record 
in the communication from the Treasury De: 
partment, I urge the amendment. i 

Mr. JOHNSON. I wish to ask the Senator 
what these officers now receive. Is it not $3,000 
ayéar? Do not the Comptrollers receive that 
amount? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [think the Comptrollers 
receive $3,000 or 83,500: 

Mr. GWIN. ‘he First Comptroller receives: 


i! $3,500, and the Second $3,000. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Then, tet meask, what does: 
a Senator receive? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Thatis an argumentum ad 
hominem. I know that my pay as a Senator is 
ios perhaps, than that of any gentlemen on this 

oor. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Less than $3,000 a year? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Yes, sir, less than $2,000; 
but that has‘nothing to do with the question under 
consideration. The question'is not whether we 


receive enough, but whether thesé officers receive | 


enough. 
Mr. GEYER. Mr. President, I have voted 
against several amendments which have been 


offered for the inerease of salaries. l have thought |} 


for a long time that this was about the largest | 
omnibus that ever was attempted to be built in the: 
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Senate. A moment ago Wwe refused. to receive 
what t considered’ some of the most respectable 
passengers who have beeh offered, the judges of 
the district courts. of the. United States. We 
refuse to receive them, and we are now increasing 
the salary of every clerk, auditor,and comptrol- 
ler and making this, instead’ of being an appropri- 
ation bill, a salary. bill. ' 

Mr. BADGER.. Perhaps it would be appropri- 
ate forthe Committee on Retrenchment. {Laugh- 
ter. a 

ie. GEYER. It:is properly suggested by the 
Senator from North Carolina, that it would be very 
appropriate for the Committee on Retrenchment, 
{Renewed lighter.) I do hope that, before the 
close of this Kession, or, at the furthest, at the 
commencement’ef the-next session, we shall have’ 
some reglaion dhe by which we shall prevent 
the general: legisiftion-of the country from being 
intréduced upon the appropriation bills. F hope 
yet to live to see the day when an appropriation 
bill will be what its name purports, an appropria- 
tion of money for the public serviceauthorized by 
law. I shall vote very cheerfully, when a proper 
bill is presented, for an increase of salaries which 
ought to be increased, but I regret very much that 


and after the first day of July, 1854; and so much thereof |i I, among:others, have been seituced into voting for 


any increase of salaries on this: bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment, resulted—yeas 9, nays 30; as 
follows: - : oe ` 

YEAS—Messrs, Allén, Brodhead, Cooper, Fitzpatrick, 
Gwin, Jones of Nenhessee, Rusk, Thomson of New Jersey, 
and 'Toombs—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Bell, 
Benjamin, Butler, Chase, Daw-on, Dodge of Iowa, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Houston, Hunter, 
Jotinson, Maliory, Mason, Pearce, Rockwell, Sebastian, 
Shields, Slidell, Sunmer, Thompson of Kentucky, Wade, 
Walker, aud Weller—30. r 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. I wish 
now to submit an amendment, to come in at the 
third section, which provides somewhat for a re- 
distribution of the clerks in the Executive’ De- 
partments. It isan amendment which I explained 
yesterday, in the few remarks I then made. I 
will not detain’ thé Senate by saying anything 
further on it. “My only object is that the clerks’ 


| shall’ be paid according to the work they perform. 


This amendment is to provide’ for that: It is to 
insert: 


And provided, That whenever clerks of the first class. 
shall perform the same or similar duties with any. of the other 


classes, they shall receive the same compensation as is 
alloWed to’such classes. ‘ . 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope that will not be 
adopted. The effect of it will be to allow each: 


Auditor, or other head of a bureau, to break up 


| the classification, and to‘say that certain clerks of 


the lowest class are performing the duties of those 
of the higher classes: ` i 
_ Mr. BADGER. litis tò abolish all classifica- 
tons. © ” : j 

Mr. HUNTER. Itis. That is the effect of it. 

Mr. THOMSON, of Néw Jerséy. The words’ 
of this amendment are the‘véry words of the act 
which was passed on the 22d of April, 1854, which 
wäs intended to provide for this class of cases. 
There were a set of clerks known as temporary 
clerks. They have been abolished by name, but 
they have beer incorporated into a class called 
first-class clerks. The act of April 22d provides’ 
that all clerks not provided for in it, that is, the 
temporary clerks, who are now called first-class’ 
clerks, ** performing the same or similar duties 
with any one of the other classes shall receive the 
same compensation as allowed to such elass.” 
When a clerk in the first class is performing the 
duties of a clerk of the’ second or third class, I 
think he should be entitled to the pay of the grade 
whose duties he is performing. That seems to 
me to be manifestly proper. It is, of course, very 
much a matter of discrimination with the head of 
a bureau or the head ofa Department. He is to 
say whether a clerk is doing more duty, than be- 
longs to the class to which he is assigned. The 
object of my amendment is, in such cases, to allow 
the clerks to receive pay in proportion to the duties 
they perform. 

Mr. BADGER. I wish only to say in this 
matter that it may, or it may not, be proper to 
abolish the classification which has been adopted 
in the Departments in reference to the clerks. Jf 
it is proper to abolish it; it ought to be done. If 
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itis proper to retain it, this amendment ought not 
to be adopted, for it allows the classification, but 
also allows the head of a Department or of a 
bureau to select his favorites, and pay them the 
highest rates. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire now to offer an 
amendment which seeks to effect in part what | 
desired to accomplish a while ago with regard to || 
the marshals of California. I have changed the 
proposition so as to put it in a shape that will be. 
more acceptable to other gentlemen. Though this | 
does not accomplish what { desire, it remedies to |i 
some extent the evils of which I complained be- |; 

| 


fore. It is to insert: 

Mind be it further enacted, That the marshals in the north- 
era and southern districts of CalifoMfia shall be entitled to |i 
thirty per cent. in addition to the fees and compensation |: 
allowed by the act of February 26, 1853, entitled “An act i 
to regulate the fees and costs to be. allowed clerks, mar- |; 
shals, and attorneys of the circuit and district courts of the |! 
United States, and for other parposes.”? ji 

Mr. RUSK. Iintend to vote for that amend- |i 
ment; and if the Senator from California thinks |: 
the proposition I amabout to make will embar- | 
rass it, | will not offerit. I propose to amend 
the amendment by adding after the word * Cal- | 
ifornia,’’ the words “and the State of Texas.” | 
I will, in a few words, state the reason for this. 
The mileage allowed in the fee bill which we | 
passed last year to the marshal is ten cents, which | 
does not begin to pay him. The State of Texas | 
has a territory of two hundred and seven thou- 
sand square miles, and there are four places 
in the State for holding the United States courts. 
The marshal there is a gallant and noble man. 
He is absolutely losing money by the rate of 
mileage now allowed him. If, however, my prop- 
osition is regarded as embarrassing the other, f 
will withdraw it; but I think it cannot be so con- 
sidered. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed || 
to; and the amendment, as amended was rejected; 
there being, on a division—ayes 17, noes 20. 

Mr. STUART. I have an amendment to pro- 
pose, by the instructions of the Committee on 
Commerce, to which | hope there will be no ob- 
jection. We have made certain appropriations in 
the bill for life-boats on the Atlantic coasts, and 
upon the lakes; but the amount provided for does 
not come up to the recommendation of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and what is required by a 
bill which has passed the Senate, and whichis now 
pending in the House of Representatives, and || 
which may, and probably will, become a law, at 
this session. If not, the amendment 1 now. pro- |: 
pose will not have any effect. It issimply to pro- 
vide for appropriating. a balance that will become 
due should that bill pass into a law, Myamiend- | 
ment is in these words: i 

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of an act | 
entitled “An act for the better. preservation of life and 
property from ve s shipwrecked on the coasts of the 
United States,” $52,460; to be expended under the direc- : 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 

The whole amount estimated for by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for this purpose was |, 
$92,460; but $40,000 have been appropriated for i 
in this bill and the amendments already adopted. į; 

Mr. HUNTER. What is the act which is re- 
ferred to in the amendment? ; 

Mr. STUART. That act contains no appro- 
priation. It is a bill which has passed the Senate, 
andis now pending in the other House. I pro- | 

osed this on the recommendation of the Secre- |; 
tary of the Treasury, to cover the whole ground. |; 
In order to facilitate the passage of that bili, there |} 
was no appropriation in it. | 

i 
i 


Mr. DAWSON. We are now late in the 
month of July, and the appropriations which we | 
have already made in this bill for life-boats can 
not be expended between now and the next session | 
of Congress, unless they are hurried on unrea- | 
sonably in every direction, i 

Mr. STUART. I can assure the Senator from | 
Georgia that he is greatly mistaken. ‘L'hese boats | 
are furnished with facility, and can be sent to | 
California before the commencement of the next | 
session. 

| 


Mr. ATCHISON. I move that the Senate now 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question 
on Mr. SroarT’s amendment, and announced that 
it was rejected. 


| tion. 


| hope there will be no difference of opinión in the 
| Senate about this matter. 
| provisions added to this bill appropriations for || 


| | alluded, which has passed theSenate, and which 


| ditional $52,460 to carry out the provisions of ‘that 


| 

abe: . ] | 

| How is it possible that we should refer, in a bill | 
4 


| the Senate be presented to the public, as not know- |: 


li- Mr. JOHNSON. 
: now adjourn. 


- Mr. STUART. [ call for a division. The 
amendment is founded upon an estimate made and | 
furnished to the Committee on Commerce by the | 
Secretary of the Treasury. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairun- 
derstands the question to be decided. 

Mr. STUART. Itis not wo late to ask for a 
division. f will ask that the recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Treasury may be read. It 
seems to me that there can be no difficulty about 
the matter when it is understood. 

Mr. HUNTER. We have decided the ques- 
It is getting late in the evening, and we are 
anxious to dispose of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair || 
thought the noes had it very decidedly. 

Mr. STUART. I am aware of that; but it 
has been the commonest thing all day, after the | 
Chair has announced a result, to call for a divis- 
jon, or to order the yeas and nays. Now, sir, if 
appropriations which are necessary to carry on | 
the business of the Governmentare to be defeated, | 
after we have been spending all day talking about | 
things that do not belong to the bill, simply from | 
want of time, IL will vote to adjourn, and let us 
take another day for it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any 
objection to taking the question again? 

Several Senarors. None at all! 

Mr. STUART. Now [ask for the reading of | 
the paper. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Str: In compliance with the request contained in your | 
letter of the 7th instant, E bave the honor 10 subjoin the j 
estimate of (he appropriation which will be required to 
carry into effect the provisions of the DIN entitled “ A bill 
for the better preservation of life and property from vessels 
shipwrecked on the coast of the United States :?? 
For establishing twenty-eight additional boat sta- 

tions on the coast of New Jersey and Long Isl- 


and, at 42,095 Caclioccccccecceseee $58,660 
For repairing twenty six exis:ing sta 10,00 | 
For compensation of keepers at fifty-four stations, 
at S200 per ANNUM... 20. ccceereeneee seen reese 10,800 | 
For compeusation of two superintendents, at 
$1,500 per annum each...... cee eee eee e eee - 3,000 
For the annual appropriation for the purchase of | 
boats for other portions of the Coaste..sesseeses 10,000 
$92,460 


JAMES GUTHRIE. 
Hon. HANNIBAL HAMLIN, Chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce, United States Senate, || 


Mr. STUART. Allow meto say again, that I | 
We have by special 
940,000 of that amount. The general bill to which | 


is now pending in the House, will, unquestion- 
ably, become a law at this session. So I am 
assured by the chairman of the Committee on | 
Commerce in the House. It will require the ad- 


act, and the effect of this amendment is to provide 
means for giving that law effect throughout the 
coasts of the United States. yy 

Mr. BADGER. Now, sir, I wish to ask the | 
Senator from Michigan this question. He refers j 
to a certain act which he supposes will be passed. |! 


I can answer the Senator very |! 
readily. If it does not pass, the appropriation || 
contained in this amendment will go for nothing. || 
` Mr. BADGER, But in what a position would | 
ing what acts have passed ? | 
I move that the Senate do | 
a J 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate will con- | 
sent to finish the bill before an adjournment. f 
Mr. JOHNSON. Many Senators have gone |! 
away, and I think we have hardly a quorum here, | 
Mr. HUNTER. I think we have a quorum, |! 

I hope we shall not adjourn now. i 
The motion to adjourn was not agreed to; there | 
being, on a division—ayes 16, noes 24. ! 
Mr. MALLORY. I wish to suggest tothe hon- |! 
orable Senator from Michigan not to ask for any į 
more expenditures on account of life-boats at | 
present. The two life-boats which have been sta- | 
tioned at the point. where | reside have been there į 


j| one of them is perfectly useless. 


tit. 


: them on the direct vote. 


now for two years, but have never been used ina 
single instance, and repeated requests have been | 


made by the collector there to have them with- 
drawn. l believe that such is the condition of the 
life-boats in the State in which I reside, that every 
I believe now, 
that if a redistribution of life-boats is to take place, 
perhaps we have enough on hand already. 

Mr. STUART. J am not at liberty to with- 
draw the amendment. It is one which I have 
been instructed to offer by the Committee on Com- 
merce, and it is not within my power to withdraw 

It is in the power of the Senate to vote it 
down. : 
Mr. BADGER. Ï am satisfied that there is no 
chance of getting through with this bill to-night. I 
hope, therefore, that the Senate will adjourn. ¥ 
make the motion that the Senate do now adjourn, 

Mr. ADAMS. No question has been ‘taken 
since the last motion to adjourn was put. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Beru in 
the chair.) That is true; the motioġ, therefore, 
cannot be entertained. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. FISH. I moveto amend the bill by adding 
the following additional section: 

Sec. —. Andbe it further enucted, That all vacancies in 
any of the classes of clerks authorized by the third section 
of the act approved March 3, 1853, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses af We 
Government for the year ending 30th of June, 1854,” shalt 
be filed by promotion according to seniority. 

That is one of the provisions which was con- 
tained in the bill which passed the Senate by a 
large majority. The House struck it out; I pro- 
pose now to putt in this bill. 

Mr. STUART. Thatis one amendment of all 
others connected with these clerkships which 
ought not tobe adopted. To carry out the clerk- 
ship grade by seniority cuts off all authority on 
the part of the head of the bureau or Department 
to determine anything about qualifications, It 
operates badly enough in the Army and Navy. I 
hope never to see it introduced into the civil ser- 
vice. i 
Mr. BADGER. [ believea question hasińtere 
vened since the former’ motion to adjourn was 
put. I now renew the motion that the Senate ad+ 


journ. 


The motion waslost—ayes 13, noes not counted. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Fisu ’s amendr 
ment; and it wes rejected. a 

Mr. JOHNSON. A few moments since a vote 
was taken upon the proposition of the Senator 
from California, [Mr. WELLER,} to amend the 
bill by increasing the compensation of marshals: 
I move, at the special instance of my friend—be- 
cause | shall certainly not change my vote on the 
final result—to reconsider the vote, so that he may 
have the yeas and nays upon it. : 

Mr. WELLER. I hope the Senate will agree 
to the reconsideration, and then give us the: yeas 
and-nays upon the adoption of the amendment. 
My only desire is to obtain the yeas and nays 
upon it. That will supersede: the necessity of 


| asking for them upon the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. BADGER. I was in favor of the amend- 
ment; but I cannot vote for the motion to recon- 
sider at this stage of the session. If we act upon 
propositions and reject them, and then reconsider 
them, we shall never get through with the bill. J 
advise the Senator, therefore, to call for the yeas 


| and nays upon this motion.: 


Mr. WELLER. We may just as well have 
I do not want to discuss 
the question. F only want the yeasand nays upon 
the direct proposition, 

The question was taken; and the Presiding 
Officer declared that the motion appeared to be 
lost. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, when his name was called, 


| said: As this is a test question, I shall vote against 


my own motion. 

The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted—~ 
yeas 18, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Brodhead, Chase, Dodge of Towa, 
Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, Gwin, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Mallory, Pettit, Rockwell, Sebastian, Stuart, Sam- 
ner, Wade, and Weller—18. 

NAYS—Messts. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bay- 
ard, Benjamin, Cooper, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Geyer, 
Hunter, Johnson, Mason, Sebastian, Shields; Slidell, 
Thompson of Kentucky, and Walker—19. 


So the motion to reconsider. was rejected. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I move to amend the clause 
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‘“ for compensation of three inspectors of said pen- 
itentiary,’’ (in the District of Columbia) “ 8300,” 
by striking out “three hundred,” and inserting 
“seven hundred and fifty,” 

‘Mr. HUNTER, If we increase the salary of 
a portion of these officers, we ought to. increase 
the others... Why except the inspectors? 

Mr. SHIELDS.. What I propose to reinstate 
is the .old salary.. They only get a hundred dol- 
lars each, - AR I'want is a vote. aes 
.. The amendment was rejected. _ . 

Mr. SHIELDS. The committee appointed .to 
report upon the atmospheric telegraph, have in- 
structed me to report the following amendment, to 
come in. under miscellaneous appropriations. 

Mr. WELLER, 1 should like to bave an op- 
portunity of seeing that that amendment is in- 
serted in the proper place; and in order to, enable 
me to accomplish that object, I move that. the 
Senate adjourn, 

Mr. SHIELDS. This is the Jast amendment 
that I have. I simply wish the Senate to vote 
upon it, a 

Mr. WELLER. I withdraw my motion, 

The amendment was to insert the following: 

For the construction of an atmospheric telegraph, on the 
plan of Ithiel Richardson, under the direction of the Post- 


master General, from the President’s House to the Capitol, 
$10,000. 


The amendment was rejected—ayes 18, noes 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I move to amend the 
clause in the bill appropriating $1,000 for contin- 
gent expenses of the Territory of Utah, by strik- 
ing out $1,000,’ and ‘inserting ** $1,500." I 
ask that a letter from the Governor of Utah to 
the Delegate may be read. 
© Several Senarons. It is not necessary. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes thirteen, 
noes not counted. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 1 move to amend the 
fourth section of the bill by inserting after the 
words “ Auxiliary Guard,’’ in the clause relating 
to the increase of their salaries, the words: 

The said Auxitiary Guard to be hereafter appointed by 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 

I will state that we are appropriating some 
$15,000 for the Auxiliary Guards, who are ap- 
pointed by the Mayor of the city. My amendment 
proposes to take from that officer the appointment, 
and confer it upon an officer of our own, to wit: 
the:Commissioner of Public Buildings, 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator will insert Secre- 
tary of the Interior, instead ‘of Commissioner of 
Public Buildings, I will agree to it. . 

«Mr. DODGE, of Ilowa. I willdothat. I make 
that modification. k 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hardly know whether to 
vote for this motion or not; but I have a word to 
say upon that item of expenditure. We have 
been paying this Auxiliary Guard, so far as | 
know, from time immemorial. eoa 

Mr. BADGER. Since 1842. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. We pay them,and I have 
never seen but one of them in the course of the 
eleven years: which I have been here; and the one 
that I did see I met ata livery stable. He told 
me that his beat went by my house, and he wanted 
us to raise his pay. I have lived there three years. 
His beat is by my house every day and night, 
and I have never set my eyes upon him since. Í 
doubt whether the guard are on duty. t doubt 
whether they render service. 1 doubt whether 
the money which we appropriate is not so much 
thrown away, and I do think that, until they are 
on duty so that they can be called, so that they 
can be of use, so that you can find somebody who 
has ever seen them when they are needed, we 
ought to strike out the annual appropriation. 

Several Senators. Make that motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will make the motion to 
strike out, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from lowa. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Upon that I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BADGER, These Auxiliary Guards are 
not intended to be found or seen by wel! disposed 
persons; therefore itis not at all surprising that 
the Senator from Illinois has not seen them. 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would like the Senator 
from North Carolina to give his testimony. Has 
he ever seen them? 


Mr. BADGER. I am like the Senator from 
Hlinois. I have never seen them, and I never ex- 
pect to see them. {Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do wish to see them. 

Mr. BADGER. Get into a row, then. [Con- 
tinued Jaughter.] f 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam speaking seriously.. I 
have had occasion sometimes to have the guard 
called for protection. We know that houses are 
burning down in the city as regularly as sunrise 
and sunset follow each other. { have sat in my 
house at night and seen six houses burnt by in- 
cendiaries within two hundred yards—all burn- 
ing at once—and when the guard were called for, 
none could be found. Sometimes every night for 
a week, in that quarter, houses have been on fire. 
I want to know what becomes of this guard at 
such times. 1 only raise this question for the pur- 
pose of calling the attention of the Senate and the 
authorities of the city to the fact, that if a guard 
are on duty, those who require their attention do 
not know where they are. i 

Mr. RUSK. I had some doubts at first about 
voting to strike out this provision; but when they 
have been able to find the Senator from Illinois 
but once in three years, and the Senator from 
North Carolina not at all, I am satisfied that they 
are of no use. [Laughier.] 

Mr. ADAMS. I think the Senate is about to 
act unadvisedly in reference to this question. I 
understand this Auxillary Guard to have their duty 
to perform at nights. ‘There are thirty of them. 
Each one has his beat. One thing | know, sir; 
we have not one fire now to ten which we had two 
years ago. This guard perform their duty from 
dark until. daylight, Not one of them ever lies 
down or sleeps at night. ‘They are not permitted 
to engage in any other kind of business. They 
have detected and been the means of convicting 
some half dozen persons who were engaged in 
setting houses on fire, and they have several 
others now in custody; and perhaps we have no 
public officers in the District of Columbia who 
render more service in the protection of the 
property of this place, and who are more poorly 
paid, according to the services they render to the 
city, than this Auxillary Guard. 

r. DOUGLAS. [| cannot concur with the 
Senator that there were ten fires two years ago to 
one which we have now. There has hardly been 
a night this spring in which houses have not been 
burnt down in thiscity. There have within sight 
of my own house been thirty or forty burnt within 
the last three months. There isscarcely.a night in 
which there is none burnt... On oneoccasion, while 
there were six houses being burnt down near my 
dwelling, a man left. his house on New Jersey 
avenue to go to the fire, and while he was absent, 
his own house was set on fire, and his wife burnt 
nearly to death in bed before she could get out, 
These things are frequently occurring. I have 
never known a period when there was so much 
danger in the city as within the last two or three 
months. Ican say nothing about these men, only 
that I do not see them. 

A Senator. Perhaps you do not know them 
when you see them. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think they should be re- 
quired then to carry some badge, so that they may 
be recognized. We ought to know who they are, 
so that we may call on them: for protection; but 
when a man’s beat is by your own house, and in 
three years you never set your eyes on him, either 
night or day, and when these fires take place and 
he cannot be found, seen, or heard of, I have my 
doubts whether he is on duty. I do not believe 
that that man in that part of the town does go on 
his duty. $ 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STUART. I have full confidence in the 
statement presented by the Senator from Illinois. 
The question is as to the remedy. As it stands 
now, I believe these officers are appointed by the 
corporate authorities, and the United States Gov- 
ernment pays them. If there is a mode better 
calculated than any other to get a set of men good 
for nothing, that would be theone. Iam inclined 
to think that the proposition now before the Senate, 
submitted by the Senator from Iowa, will remedy 
this evil. If this guard shall be appointed by 
the authority that pays them, I think you will 
have an efficient set of men. The Senator from 
Illinois has shown very clearly the necessity of a 


guard, provided. that guard can beagood one, If 
this plan fails, if the guard: appointed by a respon- 
sible officer of this Government, and subject to the 
Government, will not answer the purpose on a 
fair trial, I shall go with the Senator from Illinois, 
when he moves to strike the provision out; but I 
submit, that at this time, perhaps, we had better 
take the proposition of the Senator from Iowa, 
and change the mode of appointment,’ and try 


that. 


`- Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam willing to do that. 

Mr. MASON. The Auxiliary Guard is a part 
of the police of the city of Washington. The city 
of Washington covers so much ground that it is 
found impossible for the resources of the city to 
furnish a police. As there was a large portion of 
the public propery of the United States in the 
city, it was congitered a proper policy that the 
Government should contribute to the support of 
the police. Although the Government pays them, 
they are appointed by the head of the police in the 
city—the Mayor—and are under his control. I 
would ask how the Secretary of the Interior, who 
now comes from Michigan, or any future Secre- 
tary of the Interior, coming from a distant portion 
of the country, can know the qualifications of the 
people of Washington, in order to form the police. 
If you give him the power, you will have it a 
matter merely of political patronage, and a sort of 
political infirmary. — ‘ i 

Mr. HOUSTON. I in part concur with the 
Senator from Virginia, Iam not in favor of dis- 
charging this guard. I think they ought to be 
retained. I do not think that they act to the sat- 
isfaction of every one; but it does appear that a 
police is necessary for the extent and peculiar sit- 
uation of this place. If the appointment of this 
guard be left to the Superintendent of Public 
Buildings, and if heis acquainted with the popu- 
lation of the place generally, with their capabili- 
ties, their industrious habits, and all these mat- 
ters, he can make a better selection than the 
Secretary of the Interior would have it in his 
power todo. The Secretary has business accu- 
mulating upon his hands, and a great addition is 
made to it by this bill. Now, if you compel him 
to give his personal attention to this subject, he 
mast be acquainted with the individuals he ap- 

oints; and it does seem to me that he would 

ave to rely either upon the corporation or some 
other person entirely independent of himself, and 
that he would, therefore, be a bad hand to select 
suitable persons to constitute the guard; -The 
appointing power should have a personal knowl- 
edge of the population of Washington, in order 
to give efficiency to the guard, and we can get no 
person on whom the responsibility could better 
rest than the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
I shall, therefore, move to amend the amendment 
by striking out ‘Secretary of the Interior,” and 
inserting “t Commissioner of Public Buildings.” 
| Mr. PEARCE, Mr. President, I am afraid that 
the Senate are likely. to be misled by the Senator 
from Illinois. lt should be remembered. that he 
hassuch an aversion to public places, and is so pas- 
sionately fond of. privacy, that he has withdrawn 
himself almost. altogether from public haunts, 
and sequestered himself in seclusion, I have no 
idea that any body would find him anywhere but 
at home, [laughter;] and I should, therefore, have 
been surprised ifthe Auxiliary Guard had been able 
to find him. I think it likely that that guard per- 
ambulates the streets of Washington where they 
are needed. . i 

Mr. DOUGLAS.. I never should have dreamed 
that the man of whom I spoke was one of the 
Auxiliary Guard. He found out where I lived, 
and stated to me that he was one, and made him- 
self known to me because he wanted his salary 
increased. I asked him where his beat was, He 
described it “ right by your house.” Three years 
have elapsed since that, and I have never set eyes 
on him or heard of him since. I do not belive he 
is there, and I do not want him to take his pay 
unless he attends to his duty. f 

Mr. PEARCE. The guard are never stationed 
at any particular places. The Senator lives almost 
at the ultima thule of the city, and they might pass 
his house two or three different times during the 
night, and it would be no marvel if they were not 
seen by him. I do not think, sir, that we can 
draw an unfavorable conclusion from the state- 
ment made in relationto this guard. The Senator 
does not mingle among his fellow-eitizens; he does 
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not prevail. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on striking out * Secretary of the Interior,” and 
inserting, ‘* Commissioner of Public Buildings.” 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 
accept that modification. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now ison the amendment as modified. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I have 
never seen any guard here, auxiliary or any other. 
I do not know whether they are appointed or 
whether they are not appointed but I am unwilling 
to place in the power of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, or of the Treasury, or any other man who 
is in power here, under the influence of a political 
party, the privilege of appoining the guard—I will 
not say the legion of honor and the imperial guard 
around the royal person—but the guard that 
would belong to the political party in power, and 
by which it could have a police and surveillance 
and watchmanship, and guardianship over the 
men who may be opposed to them in polities. | 
think it would lead to perversion and injustice 
toward those who should happen not to be in the 
favor of the party in power, whoever they may 
be. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I named the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings, because he is an offi- 
eer responsible to us, having charge of a vast 
amount of property, for which we are called upon 
to vote millions, We have been called upon to 
bring water into the city; and one of the argu- 
ments used was, that that property might be pro- 
tected. J undertake to say that, when this guard 
is appointed by the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, you will hear no Senator rise upon this 
floor, and, upon his responsibility, make the 
statement which the Senator from Illinois has 
made. As to the tirade of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky about partisans, allow me to say that there 
isa most singular discrepancy between the prac- 
tice when in power and the preachings of that 
party to which he belongs; and if there has been 
any party in the country which has gone as much 
as any other to establish the doctrine that to the 
victors belong the spoils, in the face of their asser- 
tion that they have no friends to reward, and no 
enemies to punish, itis his party. I have none 
of that disregard for party which is manifested by 
the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Mason,] who 
takes the opportunity to give a side blow to my 
amendment. I have partisan polities. Sir, the 
Secretary of the Interior, or the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings, will know as well the qualifica- 
tions of the men to be appointed on this guard as 
he does in regard to other officers, when, after 


If Ihave the power, I 


the presidential election, he is called upon to ap- | 


point a Commissioner, or to decide who will 
make proper clerks. Who are they that remove 
the clerks and appoint others? They are those 
who come in in the exercise of that power; and 
in this instance the Commissioner will be familiar 
with his duties, will be familiar with the police of 
the city, and will be perfectly competent to make 
the appointment. 

Mr. PEARCE. This is not a party question. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Party has nothing to do 
with it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not think it 
is a question of party. [ deny that there is any 
Whig party or Democratic party. I should like 
to have some police here who could find them out. 
[Laughter.] E will vote for any police that will 
find either of these parties. Now,Mr. President, 
I am not in favor of the amendment of my friend 
from lowa, for these plain reasons: I do not mean 
by any vote of mine to make the Secretary of the 
Interior the captain of police. The amendment 
proposes that the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings shall have this power of appointment. I am 
unwilling to impose that upon him. 1 do not 
think he isan officer suitable to act as a policeman. 
You have established a city here, and have erected 
for that city a corporate authority. i 
corporation is competent to manage its affairs. [ 
have not been here very long, but I am prepared 
from two years residence, to say that I believe it 
is the best administered city in some respects I 


I think the | 


| 


j have to say is, in the name of God, if you have 


| this money is to be paid. 


| they should have the entire control of their sub- | 


| my friend from Mississippi. Now, [I will ven 


ever saw. Sir, I have anargument which is clear 

to my mind that the system which we have now | 
is the best system that we can devise. Why? 1| 
draw that conclusion from the intimate acquaint- | 
ance which I have with the habits of the Sen- | 
ator from Illinois, and the Senator from North 

Carolina. l say intimate knowledge of their hab- 
its; and when they have not seen a policeman for | 
three years, it is perfectly conclusive that it is a | 
good police, Anotherargument, in regard to my 

friend from Mississippi, is conclusive that they | 
are always in the performance of their duty. Now, 

we understand why it is. The Senators from 

Illinois and North Carolina never go out; how 

then can they expect to see a policeman? But 

my friend from Mississippi, who stands up for 

them, and knows them, sees them, and can see 

them whenever he wants to see them. 

A Senator. Where does he go? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [I do not know 
where he goes. [Laughter.] That is none of my 
business; but from my knowledge of the gentle- 
men from intimate personal association with them, 
I think these policemen have vindicated their 
character for vigilance, because they have never 
seen the Senators from Hllinois and North Caro- | 
lina, but they have constantly seen the Senator 
from Mississippi. (Laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. President, in all seriousness, all I | 


a corporate authority here, let that corporate au- 
thority manage its own affairs, and do not put it 
upon the President, or the head of a Department, 
to select their officers down to the police, and say 
that this man is to be appointed and that man 
not. I think they are able to take care of them- 
selves, 

Mr. PETTIT. I am decidedly in favor of 
taking these appointments from the Mayor of the 
city, and I think I can show my reasons for it 
very briefly. We have taken upon ourselves, or 
rather they have been forced upon us, all the ex- | 
penses of this city. All the public improvements 
are made, all the streets are paved, at our ex- 
pense. The water-works are made at the expense 
of the Government. The police, the auxiliary 
police, are paid at the expense of the Govern- 
ment. The Government and the city are part- | 
ners; and, as a Senator said to me a few moments | 
ago, we have a very unfortunate or unequal part- 
nership with the city. We are the paying part- 
ner, the furnishing partner, and the city is the 
disbursing partner. When we furnish the money 
for the employment of these men, it seems to me 
exceedingly proper that we should appoint and 
select them by some person whom we designate. | 
The public money is to be expended to pay these | 
men, and there is no reason why a public func- 
tionary of the United States should not have the | 
selection of these pensioners, or those to whom 
I think this city occu- 
pies a different position from what Philadelphia, | 
Baltimore, New York, or other cities occupy. 
There they rely upon taxation, upon their own 
property and resources, and it is quite proper that 


alterns—the contro! not only of the appointment | 
of the chief, but of the subalterns. 
here. This city applies to us to be entirely main- 
tained in its expenditures, and it ought not to 
complain if we gave it the officers, as we make 
the expenditure. Upon every principle this power 
of appointment ought to be changed from the 
mayor. 

Mr. WELLER. I think it must be obvious 
to all that it is impossible to get through with the 
bill to-night, for the amendment which is now 


pending has opened a wide door for discussion; |! 


and I do not know that it will terminate until a | 
late hour. I have only this remark to make: | 
have heard but one Senator say that he has ever | 
seen any of this Auxiliary Guard, and that was ij 
ture | 
to say that he never did see any of them, unless 
they came to him to apply foran increase of pay. 

I ask him whether he ever did see them at any j 
other time? 

Mr. ADAMS. They thought they were very 
badly treated by the committee of which I have 
the honor of being chairman, in not being provided | 
for in the increase of salaries, and they did come i 
to me, and that is the only acquaintance I had | 
with them. [Laughter] | 

Mr. WELLER. I supposed that to be the! 


t 
| 
| 
4i 


i 
i 


It is not so |; 


| gree, the appropriations provided for in it. 


case. I have, therefore, a simple motion to make, 
and that is, that the Senate do now adjourn. : 

The motion was lost. ; 

The yeas and nays having been taken on thè 
amendment of Mr. Donan, of Lowa, resulted— 
yeas 16, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 
of Towa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, 


Mallory, Norns, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart; Walker, 
aod Weller—16, 


NAYS——Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Bell, Brodhead, 
Chase, Cooper, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, 
Gillette, James, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pearce, Rock- 
Well Slidell; Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, and Wade 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I moveto strike out all that 
part of the bill which makes any appropriation for 
the Auxiliary Guard. 

Mr. HUNTER. This Auxiliary Guard was 
established in 1842. I have never heard it dis- 
puted, until this evening, that it was useful. I 
think we ought not to strike out these things 
without a little more ‘consideration. The guard 
has been very useful in maintaining the peace and 
order of the city; and I confess | was surprised 
to hear the criticism of the Senator from Ilinois. 
I hope the amendment of the Senator fiom Louis- 
iana will not prevail. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana point out the clause to which 
his amendment applies? 

The Secretary read from the bill, and the 
Auxiliary Guard, and the watchmen of the Capi- 
tol extension, shall be $750.” 

Mr. SLIDELL. My amendment is to strike 
out the appropriation for the Auxiliary Guard. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands that has been inserted in the bill by 
a vote of the Senate, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not understand that 
that is the portion of the bill which the Senator 
proposes to amend. He moves to strike out the 
appropriation for the guard, not the increase of 


ay. 
j The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands the proposition is to strike out the 
increase of pay. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir; the total pay. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The clause which I move to 
amend is the following: 

For compensation of the Auxiliary Guard, fuel, and oil 
for lamps, $16,400, 

I move to strike out that portion which applies 
to the compensation of the Auxiliary Guard. 

The Secretary read the clause. 

Mr. SLIDELL. My amendment will be to 
add, ‘and the Auxiliary Guard is hereby abol- 


| ished.” 


Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator propose to 
strike out the appropriation for fuel and oil for 
lamps? 

Mr. SLIDELL. No, sir, I do not propose to 
do that; but { have not the means at hand to know 
how much of the appropriation to strike out, as 
that which relates to the Auxiliary Guard. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
would suggest to the Senator from Louisiana 
that he should put his amendment in some form. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I shall prepare it in form. 

Mr. CHASE. If there is no question before 


j the Senate, while the Senator from Louisiana is 


preparing his amendment, I will move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the amendment, relating 
to the water-works was adopted. On that motion 
[ will say all I have to say in a very few words. 
This bill has swelled out of all proportion as an 
appropriation bill; and I think the friends of 
the Administration ought to be thankful to any- 
body who makes a motion to reduce, in any ae 
voted for this proposition with a great deal of re- 
luctance, upon the understanding that the cities 
were to contribute one fourth of the whole ex- 
pense of this establishment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Senator allow me 
to say a word? 

Mr. CHASE. Certainly. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. On consultation with the 


| Senator from Louisiana, we have come to the coh- 


clusion to let this guard go over till next winter, 
and give them one session to redeem themselves, 
if they can do so. 

Mr. CHASE. I was saying that I voted upon 
it with the understanding that the cities were to 
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contribute one fourth of the whole expenditure. I 
find, upon examination, that instead. of being one 
third, as proposed by the Senator from Louisiana, 
or one fourth, as was understood by the Senate, 
jt jis to be but one fifth. The Government appro- 
priates $500,000, and the amendment requires the 
‘cities to contribute one fourth of that amount in 
addition, so` that, together, the appropriation of 
the Government and the cities will be $625,000, 
making one fifth of the whole as the contribution 
ofthe cities. I merely referto that, as showing a 
‘misunderstanding of mine; it thay have been a 
misunderstanding of other Senators. 

Upon further reflection, also, | have come to 
the conclusion that: this is.an extravagant appro- 
priation. The city in which I reside contains a 
population of two hundred thousand inhabitants. 

he water-works by which the whole city is sup- 
plied, from the Ohio river, have fallen shortin the 
whole cost. of construction, from the commence- 
ment to this day, of $1,000,000. Here we are 
about to enter into a plan which is variously esti- 


mated for from $2,300,000, the estimate of the! 


engineer, to $5,000,000, which is the estimate of 
other persons, for the purpose of. supplying this 
city with-water. Jam satisfied that, upon a dis- 
crete and prudent plan, the city can be supplied 
with an abundance of water for less than half the 
first sum. These are the grounds upon which I 
have moved the reconsideration. I hope the Sen- 
ate will agree to it. lask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. The motion, I believe, is to 
reconsider the amendment which authorizes the 
introduction of an appropriation into this bill for 
the continuance of these water-works. I should 
vote for that motion, were it not that I think it 
would lead to a long debate; and this bill ought to 
pass to-day, if we mean to get through with the 


other appropriation bills. I shall, therefore, vote 


against the reconsideration. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
sulted—yeas 19, nays 21; as follows: 

VEAS-—~Measrs. Adams, Atehison, Chase, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Dodge of Town, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, 
Gilleue, Houston, James, Petit, Sebastian, Slidell, Wade, 
Walker, Weller, and Williams—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Brodhead, 
Cooper, Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, Gwin, Hunter, Joues of 
Tennessee, Malory, Mason, Norris, Pearce, Rockwell, 
Rusk, Shields, Stuart, and Thompson of Kentucky—21. 

So the motion was lost. 


Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
Hamun,] who was called suddenly home to-day 
by a telegraphic dispatch, announcing sickness in 
his family, left with me an amendment to be pro- 
posed to this bill. ‘Phe object ‘is to. equalize the 
compensation of the keepers of naval stores. 

Mr. HUNTER. That ought to come in on 
the naval appropriation bill. f suggest to the 
Senator to withhold it, and offer it to that bill. 

Mr.GWIN. I withdraw that. Mr. President, 
there is no question in which my colleague and 
myself feel so much interest as in regard to the 
judiciary of our State, It is perfectly notorious 
that the judges there have not the power to dis- 
charge the duties imposed upon them. I will 
atate, Mr. President, my reason for offering the 
amendment which I shall now propose, and the 
reason which exists for the appointment of a new 
circuit judge. L consider that the supreme bench 
should’ be perfectly familiar with the land claims 
coming up before it. It is perfectly notorious that 
we passed an appropriation to obtain Mexican 
law books, and we paid a large amount to have 
them translated; but when the consideration of 


re- 
a 


these cases came up during the last term of the | 
supreme court, it was ascertained that there were | 


unexpected side issues which the judges could 
not examine. Therefore I offer these additional 
sections: 


Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That the Supreme 
Court of the United States shall hereafter consist of the 
Chief Justice and nine associate justices, of whom any six 
shall constitute a quorum; and for this purpose there shall 
be one additional jastice of the said court, with Jike duties, 
powers, aud compensation, aud who shall take the same 

_ oath as the other associate justices. 

Src, —. And he it further enacted, That a tenth circuit 
be, and the same is hereby, constituted, consisting of the 
State of California, and the Territories of Oregon and 
Washington, in and for which a circuit court shall be held 
on the first Monday of August, in each and every year, 
at San Francisco; and te this circuit the associate justice 
hereby directed to be appointed is hereby assigned; or the 
Supreme Court may, from time to time, as often as said 
court may see right, assign any other associate justice to 
said court, and arrange their duties, so as to provide for i 


holding the courts, from which any associate justice may 
have been withdrawn and assigned to said tenth circuit. 

Mr.PETTIT. Mr. President : 

Several Sewarons, There is no danger of that 
passing. i 

Mr. PETTIT. Well, if it will not carry, I 
shall say nothing about it. Iam satisfied. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. GWIN. I have another amendment to 
offer. I shall not make a speech on it. Itis to 
give to the clerk in the office of the First Comptrol- 
ler what was intended to be given him by the law 
of 1850. The Comptroller has requested to have 
the law so altered as to enable him to draw his 
salary as the law was intended. This was sent 
to me by the First Comptroller of the Treasury. 
He recommends it: 

That the increase of the salary. of the clerk in the office 
of the First Comptroller provided to be paid by the act of 
September 30, 1850, shall date from the Ist of July, 1849, 
the commencement of his increased services; and that a 
balance of $333 33 be paid to him. 

Mr. HUNTER.. Is not that a private claim? 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir; that was the original 
il intention of the law, but an interpretation was 
given to it so as to deprive him of the compensa- 
tion. J hope there will be no objection to it. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is a private claim. I 
submit to the Chair if it is not. 

Several Senators. Let it go. 

Mr. WELLER. I have only one remark to 
make. 1 believe this is the: third amendment 
which has been to-day offered to tke civil and dip- 
lomatic bill to remove difficulties existing in the 
office of the First Comptroller of the Treasury. 
Now, it is astonishing that we are called upon to 
legislate so often in regard to the Comptroller of 
the Treasury, to define what we intended when 
we passed certain laws. I say itisa very remark- 
able fact that we should be called upon, after we 
have passed laws, to pass other provisions to re- 
move the scruples of the First Comptroller, I 
shall vote for the amendment. 

Mr, HUNTER. Let us have the question. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. NORRIS. I have a small amendment to 
offer. It is to insert: 

For one additional clerk in the office of the assistant 
treasurer in Boston, Massachusetts, $1,200. 

This is recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. | offer the following amend- 
ment: : 

Srco.—. And be it further enacted, That whenever it 
shall be necessary for the head of any Department or office 
to employ special agents other than officers of the Army or 
Navy, who may be charged with the disbursement of the 
public moneys, they shall, prior to entering upon iheirduties 
as such, give bonds in such form, and with such secunty, 
as the head of the Deparunent or the office employing said 
agents may approve. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will not 
press that amendment here. We had to strike 
out a provision of the bill which provided for the 
engineers. They disbursed money and got noth- 
ing for it; and we never lost a cent by them. I 
am afraid this will reach further than the Senator 
intends; at any rate, I hope he will reserve it for 
another appropriation bill. 

Mr. MALLORY. There is no more ‘proper | 
place for it than this. To show the propriety of 
it, I will say that it was drawn up in the Depart- 
ment, and the only exception is fo inserting the 
officers of the Army and Navy excepted, which 
meets the objection of the Senator from Virginia. 
One of the most flagrant abuses in this power of | 
| appointing special agents for the disbursement of 
money, is exhibited in a document on your table | 
which you have not taken the trouble to read. It | 
happened to occur in my State; I am, therefore, 
very well acquainted with it. Here, the Depart- 
| ment of the Interior tells you, are $14,000 yet 
unpaid out of $70,000 entrusted to agents. No 
bonds weretaken. This amendment does notcall 


for an appropriation, but it meets a crying abuse 
in the appointment of special agents for the dis- | 
bursement of the public moneys without proper 
guards. f 
Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to it; let į 
it go. i 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I wished to correct a clerical | 
error in the amendment which was introduced by 


the Senator from California regulating the salaries 
of clerks in the different Mints. 1 offered an 
amendment to it which passedthe Senate, allow- 
ing a certain additional salary to oneof the clerks 
inthe Mint at New Orleans, by the name of 
the cashier. He performs the duties of cashier; 
‘but in looking at the law under which he holds 
office, I find he is designated as ‘‘chief clerk.” I 
presume there can be no objection to making that 
alteration. 

Mr. HUNTER. None at ail. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That. altera- 
tion will be made, if there be no objection. 

Mr. WELLER. I! desire to submit an amend- 
ment to modify the law of the 26th February, 
1853, to obviate a difficulty in regard to Califor- 
nia. It is: : 

That so much of the act passed the 26th February, 1853, 
being an act to regulate the fees and costs to be allowed 
to clerks, marshals, and attorneys, of the circuit and dis- 
trict courts of the United States, and for other purposes, as 
fixesthe compensation to be allowed ‘ for expenses while 
employed in endeavoring to arrest under process any per- 
son charged with, or convicted of, a crime, the sum actu- 
ally expended, not to exceed two dollars a day, in addition 
to his compensation for such services and travel,” be 
amended so as to read, “for.expensés while employed in 
endeavering to arrest under process any person charged or 
convicted ofa crime, the actual necessary expenses in ad- 
dition to bis compensation for services and travel.” 


That law reads in this wise: ‘for expenses 
while employed in endeavoring to arrest under 
process any person charged with, or convicted of, 
crime, the sum actually expended, not to exceed . 
two dollars per diem.” I propose. to strike out 
those words, so that the Department may be au- 
thorized to allow him what was actually expended, 
and what. was absolutely necessary to accomplish 
the object. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The amendments were then ordered to be en- 
grossed; and the bill was ordered to be read a 
third time. s 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have prepared an amend- 
ment in relation to the Auxiliary Guard. ; 

Mr. HUNTER. The bill is ordered to be en- 
grossed, and it cannot be amended now. 

The bill was read a third time. 

Mr. ATCHISON. lask forthe yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Iam requested by my 
friend from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] to say that 
if he had been here he would. have voted for the 
bill; but he was necessarily called to his residence. 

The question being taken by.yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill, resulted--yeas 25, nays 16; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Brodhead, 
Cooper, Douglas, Evans, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, 
Houston, Hunter, James, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Rock- 
well, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, and Wil- 
liams—25. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Chase, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Jowa, Fessenden, Foot, Gillette, 
Jones of Tennessee, Norris, Pettit, Sumner, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Wade, Walker, and Weller—16. 


So the bill was passed; and, - 
On motion by Mr. BADGER, its title was 
amended by adding ‘and for other purposes.” 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
While the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill was under consideration, 
Mr. PEARCE, by unanimous consent, made 
the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill * making appropriations for 
the current and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 
‘ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various 
Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1855, and for 
other purposes,” having met, after full and free conference, 
have agreed to recommend, and do recommend to their 
respective Houses, as follows: 

That the Senate concur in the amendments of the House’ 
of Representatives to the first, second, fifty-ninth, sixty- 
eighth, and eighty-first amendments of the Senate. 

That the Senate concur in the amendment of the Housa 
of Representatives to the fourteenth amendment of the Sen- 
ate, with amendments, as follows: In line fifteen of the 
amendment of the House of Representatives; strike out the 
word ‘seven and insert “seventy ;” inline twenty-four 
of said amendment, strike out the word “ five” and insert 
“ one 5”? and in line thirty-three of said amendment, strike 
outihe word “ five” and insert “one.” 

That the Senate do recede from its seventy- fourth amend- 
ment; and that the following be substituted for its seven- 
ty-fifth amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the In- 
terior be, and he is hereby, authorized, if, in his judgment, 
the public interest will be promoted thereby, to cause to be 
disbursed such of the moneys appropriated in this act for 
the Utah Indians, either under treaty stipulations or (or 


That tbe Senate do recede from its seventh, seventy- | 


third, eightieth, and eighty-second amendments. 

That the House of Representatives concur in the sixty- 
seventh amendment of the Senate, with the following 
amendments: 

After the word “rendered,” in the fourth line of the 
amendment of the Senate, insert the words “ within or 
upon any Indian territory 37? and in the same line, strike 
out the words “ in cases,?? and in-lieu thereof insert “¢ for 
medical or manual services, or in cases of humanity.” 

And that the House of Representatives do recede from 
their disagreement to the tenth amendment of the Senate, 


and agree thereto. 

JAS. ALFRED PEARCE, 

S. ADAMS, 

W. K. SEBASTIAN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate, 

GEO. S. HOUSTON, 

S.G. HAVEN, 

GALUSHA A. GROW, 
-Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. PEARCE. 


1 will give such explanations as may be necessary 
in regard to the report. 

Unanimous consent was given. 

Mr. STUART. 
explanation of the report. 

Mr. PEARCE. I shall make very brief ex- 


planations of thedifferent recommendations. The | 
first amendment of the Senate was to insert in the | 


bill the following provisos: 


Provided, That the President may, from time to time, in | 


his discretion, remove or change the location of any of the 


superintendencies now or hereafter to be established by : 


law: And provided further, That whenever the President 
may order the transfer of the duties of superintendent of 
Indian affairs from the Governor of the Territory of Min- 
nesota, the salary of said Governor shail thereafter be 
$2,500 per anuuni. 

The House struck out the second, and the com- 
mittee recommend that the Senate recede from it. 
The House were fixed in their determination not 
to allow it. The President may, in his discretion, 
separate those duties, and they were unwilling to 
make this provision in anticipation of action by 
him. 

The second amendment of the Senate was to 
insert: 

For pay of five Indian su 
nual salary of $1,500 each, $7,500. 

For pay of four Indian sub-agents in Oregon Territory, 
at an annual salary of 31,000 each, 84,600, 


The amendment of the House to it was to strike 


out “five,” and insert “ three,” and decrease the | 


total of salaries accordingly from $7,500 to $4,500. 
There are but three settlements of Indians there, 
and three sub-agents, The committee recommend 
the Senate to concur in the House amendment. 

The amend ment of the House to the fifty-ninth 
amendment of the Senate is merely verbal. The 
Senate amendment was to insert: 


l should liketo have the unan- ; 
imous consent of the Senate to consider this pow. | 


I should like to have some | 


gents for California, atan an“ | 


For payment to the Winnebago nation of Indians of cer- : 


tain waexpended balances of appropriations under various | 


treaties, on account of annuities, education, provisions, 
goods, &v., 340,004 69, 


The House amended it by putting “in full” af- 


ter “ payment.” The committee recommend a 
concurrence in that. 


The sixty-eighth Senate amendment was to 
insert! 

For defraying the expenses of continuing the removal 
and subsistence of Indians in California, three military res 
ervations, in accordance with the plan submitted by the 
superintendent of Indian affairs of that State, and approved 
by ihe President, the sum of $260,000: Provided, ‘That no 
portion of this amount shall be paid over to the present su 
perintendent of Indian affairs, until he shall accouut sati 
factorily for the amount already drawn by him out of for- 
mer appropriations, And that, hereafter, no more than 
$20,000 shall be drawn by the said superintendent, or be in 
his hands unexpended at one aud the same time: And pro 
vided, The sub-agents created by this act shall be appointed 
by the superintendent, subject to confirmation by the Sec- 
retary of the [nterior, not to exceed one for each reserva- 
tion, nor three in all, said reservations to contaln not les 


than five nor more than ten thousand acres; and the said ; 


superintendent is authorized to apply, out ef the sum | 


hereby appropriated, not exceeding $25,000 in the extin- 
guishment of conflicting titles and rights to said reserved 


lands ata price not exceeding Si 25 per aere, for a valid : 
and indefensible tive to the laud so purchased: And pro- | 


vided, ‘The State of California shall cede the necessary 
jurisdiction in such eases with regard to the land so pur- 
chased. 


The House amended it by striking out the 
words: 


That no portion of this amount shall be paid aver to 
the preseut superintendent of Ludian affairs, until he shalt 
account s etorily fur the amount already drawn by 
him out of fermer appropriations. 


ij in the cit 


| wents, stipulated in the sixth ariicle of the treaty of ihe 
j 27th of July, 1853, 5,000; Provided, That the goods, |i 


i ing: : 


į Which they are procured. 


: 18th of May, 1854, $5,u. i 


They propose to strike that out because the 
superintendent, to whom it especially referred, |: 
has been superseded, aud another now holds the 
office. The committee recommend a concurrence i 
in that. 

Then they propose that the Senate agree to the | 
House amendment to our eighty-first amendment, ii 
which is merely verbal. As it passed the Senate, |! 
it read: : 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That to enable the 
Secretary of the Interior to settle and pay the claims on tile || 
for reservations, and for rents and ijuprovemeutis, under the 
thirteenth and sixteenth articles of the Cherokee treaty of |! 
29th of December, 1835, in pursuance of the stipulauons 
ot the Hurd article of the treaty of August 8, 1846, the sum 
heretofore appropriated for those purposes, and carried to |} 
the surplus tnng, is hereby reappropriated. 

The House amended it so as to make it read: 

That to enable the Secretary of the Interior to settle and 
pay the awards of commissioners, on file for reservations, 
preëmptions, and for rents and improvements, under the || 
tvelith, thirteenth, and sixteenth articles of the Cheroked 
treaty of 29ih of December, 1835, in pursuance of the stip- |! 
ulations of the third articte of the treaty of August 8, 1846, 
the sum heretofore appropriated for those purposes, and 
carried to the surplus fund, is hereby reappropriated. 

The committee recommend a concurrence in 
that. i i 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope, by general consent, 
the Senate will dispense with particular explana- || 
tions, and let us have the vote. The House has || 
agreed to the report, 

The report of the committee was concurred in. 

The other points of ditference between the two 
Houses were the following: 

The fourteenth amendment of the Senate was 
to insert: 

For expenses of the transportation of the first of ten | 
instalments of goods, provisions, and agricultural imple 


provisions, and agricultural implements which may be 
purchased and transported, out of any moneys bereby 
appropriated, shall not be delivered until the sald tribes of 
Indiaus shall have assenied to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate of the United States to the said treaty, on aecount ol i 


The House amended it by adding the follow- 
ing: | 

Delawares.— For the expenses of surveying the Jands, as 
provided in the second article of the treaty of the TiD of 
May, 1854. 511,146 95, 

For the first of eight equal installments for payment of 
five chiefs, per third and sixth articles of the treaty of we | 
6th of May, 1854, $1,259. i 

i 


For the first of two iustallments per fourth article of the 
treaty of the 6th of May, 1854, $74,000, 

For the purchase of four secuons of land for the Chris- 
tian Indians, per thirteenth article of the treaty of the 6th 
ot May, 1854, $6,400. 

For payment, under the direetion of the President of the 
United states, the sum of $5,600: Provided, That the said i! 
Christian Lodians shall relieve the United States from all 
claims or demands for lands or money arising under the |! 
third and tourth articles of the agreement of we &ih of No- |! 
vember, 1824, made with said Indians, the payment of 86,400 || 
and $5,600, as above provided, being in lieu thereof, and in | 
tull consideration of the same. f 

fowas.—Por the expenses of surveying, as provided in 
the third article of the treaty of the 17ih of May, 1854, 
$1,987 20. 

For the payment of a portion of the $157,500 due the 
fowas, under the second clause of the second article of the 
treaty of the i9th of October, 1838, to be applied as an 
agricultural fund, per ninth article of the treaty of the 17th 
of May, 1854, $5,000: Provided, That the appropriation 
herein anade for interest on $157,500, at five per centum, 
stipulated tu the second article of the treaty of the 19th of 
October, 1838,” be reduced to the sum OF 85,375. 

For the payment in consideration of removal to their res- 
ervation, and of a release of all claus per twelfth article |) 
of the treaty of the 17th of May, 1854, $5,000, i 

Kickapoos.— For the expenses of selecting the reservation 
provided in the first article of the treaty of the i8th of May, 


i 
1854, and for surveying and marking the exterior lines of | 
the same, $1,000. ji 

For the first instalment of interest at five per centum on H 
$100,000 fur education, per second article of the treaty of 
the 18th of May, 1854, $5,000. 

For the payment of this sam as the first installment in | 
money, per second article of the treaty of the 18th of May, 
1854, $25,000. 

For the payment fnr improvements and the expenses of 
appraising the same on the laud ceded, per fourth article of 
the treaty of the i8th May, 1554, $15,0u0. 

For removal and subsistence, aud in consideration of a |; 
release ofall claims, per cighth article of the treaty of the |i 
18th of May, 1854, $20,000. : 

Sucs and Foxes of Missouri.—For expenses of selecting 
the reservation provided for in the first article of the treaty | 
of the 18th of May, 1854, and for sarveying and marking 
the exterior lines of the saine, £500. 

For the first of four insialimenuts per second article of the | 
treaty ofthe Ith of May, 1854, $16,000. 

For removal and subsistence, and in sa tion of all |: 
elaims and demands, per sixth article of the treaty of the j; 


Ford 


aying the expenses of the Creek delegation naw 


y of Washington, and with whom a treaty bas | 
lately been concluded, $1,199 55. j 


| cording to ex 


i of the balance of per capita due th 
: ding in the States east of the. Mississippi. river, under the 


i vi 
| shall be made to Indians, shalt be so construed as to repeal 


The. committee recommend the. Senate to con- 
curin the amendment of the House, with amend- 
ents to correct the phraseclogy of it. 
The seventy-fourth amendment of the 
was to insert the following: : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President 


be authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to appoint a superintendent of Indian affairs for the 


‘Senate 


| Territory of Utah, who shali receive an annual salary of 
| $2,000, and whose duty it shall. be to exercise a general 
| superintendence over all the Indian tribes in Utab, and to 


exercise and perform all the powers and duties ‘assigned by 


‘law to other superintendents of Indian affairs, 


The House disagreed to it; and the: committee 
recommend the Senate to recede from it. 


The seventy-fifth amendment of the Senate was 


i to Insert: 


Sec. 4. nd he it further enacted, That so much of the 
actto establish the territorial government.of Utah, approved 
the 9th of September, 1850, as requires the Goyeruor of 
said Territory to perform the duties of superintendent of 
Indian affairs, and authorizes bim to receive a salary 
therefor, in addition to the salary allowed for his servi- 
ces as Governor, be repealed, and that the Governor of 
said Territory shali hereafter receive an annual salary of 
$2,500. 


The House disagreed to it; and the committee 
recommend the Senate to recede from it, and sub- 
stitute in its place the following: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the in- 
terior be, and he is bereby, authorized, if, in his judgment, 
the public interest will be promoted thereby, to: cause to 
be disbursed such. moneys as are appropriated in this act 
forthe Utah Indians, either under treaty stipulations, or 
for general incidental expenses, by the Indian agents in 
that Terntory, as he may think proper: Provided, That 
said agent shall, under no circumstances, receive any ad- 
ditional compensation theretor, 


The amendments from which the committee 
recommend the Senate to recede were the follow: 


No. 7, to insert: 


For salary of five Indian agents, of the second class, ac- 
isting laws, at the rate, In future, of 4500 each 
pgr annum, $2,500. ae 


No. 73, to insert: 


Fora clerk to the superintendent of Indian affairs in the 
Territory of Washington. $1,800; and for a clerk to ihe su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs in the Territory of New, Mex- 
ico, $1,000; 10 be allowed in the discretion of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. : 


No. 80, to insert: 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the President be, 
and he is hereby, authorized, by and with the assent of the 
Indian tribes, respectively, t0 be obtained in due form, to en- 


| ter into treaties with the various Indian tribes, to redeem and 
| extinguish the perpetual annuities,ar the payment of interest 
i perpetually upon sums of money required to be held in trust, 
ji Or invested in stocks, by either paying to said tribes the par 


value or equivalent of the said annnities and perpeutal in- 


i terest, either in whole or in annuities, for aterm of years, as 
| he, in his judgment, may deem most advantageous to the 


Ludians, respectively. 
No. 82, to insert: 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted; That, forthe payment 
Cherokee Indians reai- 


treaty of 1835, and supplemental treaty of May, 1836, accord- 
ing to the stipwation of the tenth article of we creaty of 
August 8, 1846, the sum of $92,625 18: Provided, That the 
same shal} be reimbursed (rom the sums of money hereafter 
to be paid to the Western Cherokees, in such manner and 


i in such amounts as the President of the United States may 


direct. 

The sixty-seventh amendment of the Senate to 
which the House disagreed, was to add to the fol- 
lowing section; 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no existing pro- 
sions of law, preseribing the manner in which payment 


or contravene the seventeenth section of an net entitled 


jte An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
| tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” approved 


June, 30, 1834. 
the words: 
Or toprobibit the payment of any claim or claims (other 


i than those of agents or attorneys for claims) for bona fide 


services rendered to any Indian tribe, in cases where the 
President may adjudge such service necessary, and the 


i claim or claims therefor just and reasonable. 


The committee recommend the House to con- 


| cur in the amendment with amendments, so as to 
: make it read: 


Or to prohibit the payment of any claim or claims 


ji (other than thuse of agents or attorneys for claims) for hona 
fide services reudered within or upon any Indian tertitory, 
i to the Indian tribes, for medical or manual services, or in 
! cases of humanity. 


The tenth amendment of the Senate to. which 
the House disagreed, but from which disagree- 
ment the committee recommend them to recede, 
was to insert: 
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»-Por'erecting buildings for Indian agents in Washington. 
Territory, $5,000. © S 

The report having been concurred in, the bill 
is: finally passed. : panpe Sey f 
On motion, the Senate adjourned at seven o’clock, 
p.m. : 


IN SENATE, =: 
“Frway, July 28, 1854. 
rayer by. Rev. Henry SLICER. 


n motion by Mr. BADGER, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 


BOMBARDMENT OF SAN JUAN. 


‘Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate all the information 
in hig possession respecting the bombardment of Greytown 
or San Juan de Nicaragua, by Captain Hollins, in com- 
mand of the United States ship Cyane, with copies of all 
orders or instructions, if any, given by the Executive to 
said Hollins in relation thereto. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, a certified copy of the register of 
‘* heads of families” entitled to life estate reser- 
vations under the Cherokee treaties of 1817 and 
1819; which was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating, in compliance with a res- 
olution of the Senate, the fourth meteorological 
report of Professor Espy; which was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of 
Frances C. Elliott, widow of the late Captain J. D. 
Elliott, United States Navy, praying indemnisy 
for extraordinary expenses incurred by her late 
husband while in command of the Mediterranean 
squadron, and compensation for serving during 
the war of 1812; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. : 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, 
remonstrating against the repeal of the duty on 
railroad iron; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. ; g 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg to say that I under- 
stand that some of these railroad speculators in- 
tend to offer an amendment to some appropriation 
bill for that purpose. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the petition of 
Falliot A. Whitney, praying the confirmation of 
his title to a lot of ground in the city of Washing- 
ton; which was referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom were referred the 
following bills from the House of Representatives, 
reported them back without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of James S. Graham and 
Walker H, Finnall; and 

A bill for the relief of J. C. Buckles, of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Horatio J. Perry, secretary of legation of the 
United States at Madrid, praying compensa- 
tion as chargé d’affaires at times when he dis- 
charged the duties of that office, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the petition of R. M. Walsh, praying | 


compensation for his services as chargé d'affaires 
at Mexico, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill for his relief; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of George W. Lippitt, 
United States consul at Vienna, praying compen- 
sation for diplomatic services, submitted a report, 


accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was | 


read, and passed to a second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the memorial of Henry Savage, 
praying compensation for diplomatic services ren- 
dered the United States, in Central America, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading, The report was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of J. B. Holman, pray- 
ing extra compensation as secretary of legation 
of the United States at Chili, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a’ bill for his relief; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. The re- 
port was ordered to be printed. 
- He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of Peter Parker, secretary of 
legation, &c., at Canton, China, praying com- 
pensation as chargé d’affaires from the 24th of 
May, 1852, to the 3lst of December, 1853, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his re- 


‘lief; which was read, and passed to a second read- 


ing. The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Joseph Graham, Uni- 
ted States consul at Buenos Ayres, praying com- 
pensation for services as chargé d’affaires, ad 
interim, at that place, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill for hisrelief; which was read, and 
passed toa second reading. The report was or- 
dered to be printed. , 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Ferdinand Coxe, late 
secretary of legation of the United States to Bra- 
zil, praying compensation for diplomatic services, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading, The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 
James R. Howison, secretary of the Naval Acad- 
emy, praying to beallowed the same compensation 
from the date of his appointment, as that which 
he now receives, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones, a captain in the Navy, praying the restitu- 
tion of his pay, suspended by the sentence of a 
court-martial, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a motion to print addi- 
tional copies of the eighth annual report of the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, 
reported the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That there hbe printed, for the use of the Sen- 
ate, ten thousand extra copies of the eighth annual report 
of the Regents of the Smithsonian Institute, five hundred 
of such copies to be given. to the secretary of the Smith- 
sonian Institution for its use. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred a bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the relief of Sylvester Hum 
phrey, and the heirs of Alexander Humphrey, 
deceased, reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom were referred the follow- 
ing bills from the House of Representatives, re- 
ported them back without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of the inhabitants of school 
township forty-five, range one, in Warren county, 
Indiana; 

A bill for the relief of William J. McElhiney, 
E. P. Matthews, and Lawrence Cribben; 

A bill for the relief of A. S, Laughery; 

A bill for the relief of Rosalie Caxillo; 

A bill for the relief of Patrick Gass; 

A bill for the relief of Enoch Moore; 

A bill for the relief of William Curran; 

A bill for the relief of John McVey and John 
F. McKneely, of Louisiana; 

A bill for the relief of Robert F. McGuire and 
Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Larny; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Rice Jones, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas C. Greene. 

Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred a bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the relief of Daniel Steenrod, 
reported it back with sundry amendments. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Gad Humphreys, 
praying indemnity for property destroyed in 
Florida, by order of a United States officer, sub- 


mitted’ a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

: FORTIFICATION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred a bill from the House 
of Representatives, making appropriations for for- 
tifications and other works of defense, and for re- 
pairs of barracks and quarters, for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1855, reported it back without 
amendment. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred a bill from the 
House of Representatives, making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1855, reported it back with 
sundry amendments, 

POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred a bill from the House 
of Representatives, making appropriations for the 
service of the Post Office Department during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1855, reported 
it back without amendment. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution 
for consideration; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing: , 

Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the several reports 
of the officers in charge of explorations to determine the 
practicability of a railroad from the Mississippi to the Pa- 
cific, be, and the same are hereby, authorized to be printed 
for the use of the Senate, in quarto form; and that five huñ- 
dred copies are authorized to be printed for the Secretary 
ot War, and two hundred and fitty for each of the officers 
aforesaid. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MALLORY asked and obtained the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
amend the “ Act requiring foreign regulations of 
commerce to be laid annually before Congress,” 
approved 16th of August, 1842, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills: 

An act for the compensation of James W. Low 
and others, for the capture of the British private 
armed schooner Ann, during the late war with 
Great Britain; 

An act for the relief of Purser T. P. McBlair; 

An act for the relief of George Mattingly; 

An act for the relief of the Pine Grove Academy 
in Louisana; 

And act for the relief of John Frazer, and the 
administrator of the estate of John S. Clendenin, 
deceased; : 

An act supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act to authorize notaries public to take and certify 
oaths, affirmations, and acknowledgments in cer- 
tain cases; and 

An act for the relief of John S. Jones and 
William H. Russell, surviving partners of the 
firm of Brown, Russell & Co. 

Which were thereupon signed by. the Presi- 
dent pro tempore. 


LOUIS E. SIMONS. 

Mr. MALLORY. The Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill from the, 
House of Representatives, for the relief of Cap- 
tain Louis E. Simons, have instructed me to re- 
port the bill back without amendment, and ask 
the consent of the Senate to have it acted on now. 
T will state the character of the bill. Mr. Simons, 
as naval officer on the coast of Africa, seized a 
vessel supposed to be a slaver. She was tried in 
Boston and found not to be so, and he was pros- 
ecuted for damages and mulcted in $800, but the 
court found that he had probable cause of seizure. 
It is simply to relieve him from these liabilities 
that this bill is asked. . 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay $800 to Captain Simons, for his 
expenses incurred in defending himselfagainst two 
suits brought against him for arresting and detain- 
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ing the brig Casket, on the coast of Africa, on 
the charge of being engaged in the slave trade in 
1846, he being then in command of the United 
States armed vessel Marion, and acting in the line 
of his duty, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives during the consideration of the 
river and harbor bill, by Mr. McKean, their Chief 
Clerk, announcing that the Flouse had passed a 
bill entitled “An act to establish certain post 
roads,” in which they requested the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, l ask the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to permit that bill to 
be read a first and second time now. 

There being no objection, the bill wag, read a 
first and second time by its title. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, [ now ask the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to put it upon 
its passage. It contains all the post routes in the 
United States. There is great difficulty existing 
now in ascertaining what is a post road and what 
is not. Some of the laws establishing post routes 
were passed seventy or eighty years ago. This 
bill, Which has been prepared with great labor, 
contains a compilation of all the post routes in the 
United States, with perhaps an exception of one 
or two for which provision will be made hereafter 
in a supplemental bill, . 

One reason why I ask for its immediate pas- 
sage is this: On lookigg at the Secretary’s desk, 
Senators will see the immense mass of manu- 
script of which the bill consists, and it must be 
obvious that it will require nearly all the leisure 
time of the clerks, from the present to the closing 
hour of the session, for its enrollment. 

‘The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
consent to put the bill on its passage now. 

Mr. CASS. Lam not sure that I ought to con- 
sent to the passage of the bill without amend- 
ment. Ihave an amendment, to establish a post 
route, which I desire to offer. 

Mr. RUSK. If it has been sent to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, it has 
been incorporated in the bill. 

Mr. CASS. But did not send it to the honor- 
able member’s committee. 

Mr. RUSK. The effect of amending the bill, 
and sending it back to the House would be to 
delay it to such a period as to lose it entirely. I 
propone to have the post-route referred to by the 

onorable Senator, and two or three others, pro- 
vided for in a supplemental bill. 

Mr. CASS. l withdraw the objection. 

'There being no further objection, the bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
ported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wensrer, his Private 
Secretary, announcing that he had, on the 27th 
instant, approved and signed the following acts 
and joint resolution: 

An act for the relief of Joseph Mitchell; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Joshua Kennedy, deceased; 

An act authorizing Victor Morass to relinquish 
certain lands, and to enter the same quantity else- 
where; X 

An act for the relief of Charles Cooper & Co.; 

An act for the relief of James Dunning; 

An act for the relief of Ezra Williams; 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Freeman; 

An act for the relief of John Phagan; 

An act for the relief of Thomas S. Russell; 

An act to confirm the claim of Dusuan de la 
Croix to alot of land therein described; 

An act to ascertain and adjust the titles to cer- 
tain lands in the State of Indiana; 

An act for the relief of Mary Carlton; 
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| knowledge of the bill which the Senator from | 


| call up a resolution in regard to the printing of 


An act for the relief of James Edwards and |! 
others; i 
An act for the relief of Lavinia Taylor; | 
An act for the relief of James Wormsley; i 
An act for the relief of fra Baldwin; : 

An act for the relief of Thomas Snodgrass; 

An act for the relief of Passed Midshipmen | 
George P. Welsh and Clark H. Wells; 

An act for the relief of William Miller; 

An act for the relief of Sarah Crandall; 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Sally T. B. Coch- 
rane, widow of the late Lieutenant R. E. Coch- 
rane, United States Army; 

An act for the relief of Conrad Wheat, jr., or 
his legal representatives; 

An act for the relief of Sylvester T. Jerauid, 
assignee of the interest of Henry Richaud; 

An act for the relief of Richard King; 

An act for the relief of Thomas D. Jennings; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Samuel Prioleau, deceased; 

Anact for the relief of Richard M. Bouton, 
George Wright, and the widow of Marvin W. 
Fisher; 

An act authorizing a patent to be issued to Peter 
Poncin for certain lands therein described; and 

A resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Territory of New Mexico to adjust and pay to 
Juan C. Armigo, José L. Perea, and James L. 
Collins, the amount by them loaned to the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, 
under authority of a joint resolution of that body, 
approved 17th of June, 1851. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the ELouse had passéd a bill enti- 
tled “An act to increase the pay of the rank and 
file of the Army, and to encourage enlistments,’’ 
in which they requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

By unanimous consent the bill was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

TEXAS NAVY. 

Mr. RUSK. I move todispense with the prior 
orders of the day, and proceed to the consideration | 
of the bill to provide for the surviving officers of 
the late Texas navy. ; 

Mr. WADE. Will the Senator allow me to 
make a report? 

Mr. RUSK. 

Mr. WADE. 


I may lose the floor if I do so. 
It is very manifest, from our | 


Texas proposes to take up, that it will lead to 
debate. 1 shall, therefore, be obliged to ask the | 
Senate not to take it up, in order that we may 
proceed at once to Executive session. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the biil will be taken up. 
There can then be no difficulty in making reports 
by unanimous consent, It has been done two or 
three times, and I shail not object to reports being 
made after the bill shall be taken up. 

Mr. MASON. [If the bill be taken up, it will 
interfere with the Executive session, which it is 
well known is imperiously demanded by the in- 
terests of the public service. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I shall be much obliged | 
to the Senator from Texas if he will allow me to } 


some documents, in reference to which a motion | 
to reconsider was made. The printing has been 
done long since, but, in consequence of the pend- 
ency of the motion to reconsider, it has not been 
delivered to us. 

Mr. RUSK. I would yield in a moment, but 
that is a thing which can be done at any time by 
unanimous consent, whereas, if I lose the floor 1 | 
may not be able to get it again. I insist on my 


motion. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Task that it be done by | 
unanimous consent? 1 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does theSen- || 
ator from Texas withdraw his motion? 

Mr. RUSK. No, sir. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the question is on 
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proceeding to the consideration of the bill to pro- 
vide for the survivifig officers.of the late ‘Texas 
navy. we 

Mr. JOHNSON. If the question is put on 
that motion, before we can get our reports off our 
hands, I shall be compelled to vote against it. I 
wish to make some reports, and I hope the usual 
morning hour will be allowed for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair must put.the 
question on the motion of the Senator from Texas, 
unless it be withdrawn. 

Mr. RUSK called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. WELLER. I understand the Senator 
from Texas has no objection to the introduction 
of reports which will notgive rise to debate. There 
seem to be several Senators who desire to report 
bills. . ff such be the fact, I think their reports had 
better be received by general consent. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair did not.so un- 
derstand the Senator from Texas, 

Mr. RUSK. There can beno difficulty about 
making reports, by unanimous consent, after the 
bill shall be taken up. That is a thing which has 
been done three or four times, and I shall make no 
ha to it, and I presume no other Senator 
Will. 

Mr. MASON. I hope the Senate, in voting on 
the motion of the Senator from Texas, will make 
it a test vote between taking up the bill to.provide 
for the Texas navy, and going into Executive 
session, 1 must ask for an Executive session, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 19, nays 22; as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bright, Brodhead, Dawson, Dodge 
of Iowa, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Houston, James, Jones.of 
Tennessee, Mallory, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, 
‘Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, and Weller—19, i 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allein, Atchison, Badger, Ben- 
jamin, Brown, Chase, Clayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Fea: 
senden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Johnson, Mason, 
Tearce; Rock well, Seward, Sumner, Wade, and Walker— 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


|| EXECUTIVE SESSION—ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. MASON. I ask the Senate now to posts 
pone all other business, and proceed to the con- 
sideration of Executive business. . ; 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senator will allow us 
the morning hour. ` 

Mr. STUART. A few days ago when I re- 
ported back, from the Committee on Commerce, 
the House bill to continue the improvements of 
rivers and harbors, I gave notice that, on the 
disposition of the civil and diplomatic bill, I 
should ask the Senate to take up that bill.. Imay 
be mistaken, but I think that the bill is in such 
a condition—the committee recommending no fur- 
ther appropriations than those which have passed 
the House—that it may be disposed of here with- 
out a lengthy debate; and I am in hope, without 
any debate at all of any consequence. I. think it 
can be disposed of in an hour ortwo. 1 shall, 


j therefore, vote against going into Executive session 


now, and shall insist upon taking up that. bill, 
So far as my own action goes, however, L am 
ready to say to the Senator from Virginia, that if 
the Senate take up the bill, and, contrary to my 
expectation, a lengthy debate shall spring up on 
it, Í will, after a while, give way for an Executive 
session. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to propose a 
compromise to the two Senators. I think they 
had better Jet me report the Post Office and Army 
appropriation bills, I think we can dispose of 
them po-day. 

Mr. WELLER. Why, Mr. President, we 
had the promise of the Senator from Virginia 
yesterday, that if we passed the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, he would no longer be in 
the way; and now he is the first Senator this 
morning to propose his own business to the ex- 
clusion of other business. 

Mr. BADGER. He meant that he would no 
longer bein the way with the civiiand diplomatic 
appropriation bill. [Laughter.} 

Mr. MASON. I must insist on my motion. 

Mr. BELL. [am sorry to hear the Senator 
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from Michigan ‘say that if any debate arises on 
the river and harbor bill he will give way. 

Mr. STUART. 1 said. thatif it ran into a 
lengthy debate, by and.by I would give way for 
‘an Executive session. ; 

Mr. BELL. Now, Mr. President, I appeal to 
that honorable Senator to say whether, if this bill | 
is not taken up, we have any prospect of getting 
the decision of the Senate 6n it this session. If 
we allow it to be overslaughed now by an Execu- 
tive session, and then by appropriation bill after 
appropriation bill, all of which must and will pass, 
as you know, we -shall have this bill postponed 
until the last night of the: session, and then we 
know what. will become of it. | 

Mr. STUART.. If the Senator will allow me 
to. interrupt him, I do not believe that he and Í, 
being firm friends of this bill, can do better than 
just vote ‘against Executive session, and against 
all the appropriation bills until this is disposed of. 
That is my intention, and I shall vote to take up 
no other appropriation bill until this bill is dis- 
posed of. i think we had better not spend much 
time in discussing it. | 

Mr. BROWN. Ishall vote against going into | 
Executive session, for the reason which. I have | 
assigned two or three times before: that I see no | 
necessity for pressing Executive business upon us 


F 
to the exclusion of matters of legislation. I should |} 


not have said anything now except to say, that if | 
we fail to go into Executive session, I shall vote | 
against taking up the river and harbor bill. Ido 
not wish to be understood as voting against the | 
Executive session for the purpose of taking up 
that bill. I am opposed to taking it up at all. 
Mr. GWIN. The chairman of the Committee | 
on Finance has the fortification bill ready to report 
without a solitary amendment. ‘In my opinion, it | 
will pass in five minutes: There will be no de- 
bate upon it atall. It contains the estimates of | 
the Department only. It passed through the 
other House, and it is not proposed by any one 
‘here to amend it. [ believe the same thing ma 
be said of the Post Office appropriation bill; and if 
we should spend a short time this morning on 
those appropriation bills, to which there will be 
no objection and no amendment, we shall make | 
very important progress before we go into Execu- | 
tive session, if the Senate determine to do that. I 
therefore hopa the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Hoxrter] willask the privilege of reporting these 
appropriation bills, in order-that they may be 
passed at once, > 
Mr. BENJAMIN: T hope the friends of the 
river and harbor improvement bill will insist upon 
supporting the motion of the Senator from Michi- 
gan. It is very obvious that unless the friends of 
those improvements, now make a stand, and agree 
to vote against everything until the decision of the 
Senate can be had on taking up that bill, we shall 
not reach it at this session. As the bill now stands, 
I believe, with my colleague on the Committee on į 
Commerce, {[Mr. Stvuarr,] it will occupy but little 
time of the Senate. As regards the Executive 
session sought for by the Senator from Virginia, 
it will be perfectly easy for the Senate, if itis found 
that this bill leads to a protracted debate, at one 
or two o’clock to postpone its further considera- 
tion until to-morrow morning. We can “go on | 
with it for a time, and leave the rest of the after- | 
noon for Executive session. Itis said that these 
appropriation bills can be passed in an hour or 
two. If they can be passed in an hour or two 
before the river and harbor bill is taken up, they 
can be passed in an hour or two after it is disposed 
of just as well. The river and harbor bill is a 
House bill. Our action uponit makes it complete; 
and there will then remain nothing but the action of | 
the Executive to determine whether it shall become į 
a law or not. E hope that the vote on taking up | 
this bill will be considered as a test vote with the 
friends of the measure. r 
Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana that if I could be permitted 
to report these two bills, to which I imagine there 
will be neither amendment wor opposition, they | 
would not interfere with his taking the stand 
which he desires to take in reference to the river 
and harbor bill. I think we can get through with 
them in fifteen minutes. 
Mr.GWIN,. The Senator from Louisiana cer- 
tainly will not object to the fortification bill. His 
State, as well as mine, is interested in it. 


e 


j 
j 


Mr. BENJAMIN. If the river and harbor bill 


be-taken’up, I will agree tolay it aside, by ünan- 


imous consent, fora minute or two, so as to pass 
those appropriation bills, and -then go on with it 
again. I want the bill taken up. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not promise to take up 
the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope we shall have a vote 
on this proposition: We are in the habit of con- 
suming a great deal of time in discussing the ques- 
tion whether we shall do anything or not, or the 
order in which we shall do it. If this river and 
harbor bill pass, under the Constitution the Pres- 
ident will be entitled to ten days-to consider it. 
There are not ten days of this session left; and, 
in my opinion, he would require full ten days to 
satisfy himself of the constitutionality of it. Ido 
not know what we should gain by taking it up. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I may get the-ear of the 
Chair, probably, by raising a question of order. It 
is this; We have a morning hour set apart for the 
transaction of specific business. It seems to be 
impossible to get that business transacted. The 


| whole hour seems to be consumed in this debate 
‘| on the river and harbor bill. 


Now, is it in order, 
in any way, to bring forward a motion to takeup 
theriver and harbor bill during the morning hour ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in order 
to suspend the usual order of business by a vote 
to that effect. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Is there any motion pending 
in regard to the river and harbor bill? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a || 


motion pending to go into Executive session. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I hope very much that the 
Senator will allow us, before he asks us to go into 
Executive session, to get clear of the regular morn- 
ing business, because we have not had an oppor- 
tunity for a week, I believe, to devote the hour to 
that business. 

Mr. MASON. If the Senate will determine 
to proceed to the consideration of Executive bus- 
iness, Í shall then, with great pleasure, allow half 
an hour, by unanimous consent, to be devoted to 
morning business before actually going into Exec- 


il utive session. 


Mr. JOHNSON. That is all I want. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 desire to say that I think 
we had better proceed with the river and harbor 
bill. The appropriation bills are sure to pass— 
there is no fear of them;. but the river and harbor 
bill may not pass. I hear only one. reason why 
we should not take it'up; that is, thatit is so late 
in the session that it will not leave ten days for 
the President to examine it after we have passed 
it. That is a reason for taking it up immediately. 
I hope, therefore, that the friends of the bill will 
insist upon taking it up, and taking it up now, 
and not give way for the Executive session. * 

Mr. DAWSON. In reply to the argument of 
the Senator from New York, I beg to say that it 
has been intimated by the friends of the river and 
harbor bill that it will take less time to consider 
it than any of the appropriation bills. We had 
better, therefore, agree to the proposition of the 
Senator from Virginia; for the President will then 
have more time to consider bills that may require 


mature examination. There is no bill, gentlemen | 


may be assured, upon which the President will 
require so little time for consideration, asthe river 


and harbor bill; for upon that subject his mind |i 


has been long since made up. 

Mr. CHASE. 
bill will be taken up. If there are votes enough 
to confirm any treaty, there are, as everybody 
knows, votes enough to sit it out and compel the 
fulfillment of it. We can take up the treaty any 
day next week; and if the friends of the treaty de- 
sire it, and they are in the majority, they can 
accomplish the whole object in a single day. 

It is impossible to do that with the river and 
harbor bill. So also with the appropriation bills. 


No appropriation bill, during my period of ser- | 


vice here, has ever failed. We know from ex- 
perience that in one instance, at least, and I think 


in more than one, the river and harbor bill has ;! 


failed, in consequence of being taken up at too 
late a period in the session; and I think we shall 
risk nothing now in saying, that if the river and 
haroor bill is not taken up this week, it will not be 


jj taken up for definite action at all. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. The Senator from Ohio 
says there is no danger of the appropriation bills. 
That may be; but how do we pass them? On 
the last nights of the session? Suppose the chair- 


i trust the river and harbor |i 


F. . a 

| man of the Committee on Finance, or the chair- 
man. of the Committee on Ways and. Means in the 
other House, should, under the terrible labor 
which they have to encounter, break down during 
this oppressive weather, what kind of condition 
should we bein? They are especially in charge 
of these matters; and they are especially ac- 
quainted with them. It is not the way to legis- 
late upon appropriation bills to put them off to 
| the last. : 
- Mr. BADGER. Will my friend from Penn- 
sylvania allow me to suggest to him that if we 
consume the whole morning in debating whether 
we will do anything, we may break down the ap- 
propriation bills, the river and harbor. bil, and 
everything else. By continuing this course we 
shall do nothing. 

‘Mr. BRODHEAD. Thatis true; but as I only 
occupy about half the time which the honorable 
Senator does in making speeches, I shall make a 
few more remarks now. I consider legislative 
business much more important than any Execu- 
tive business that we can transact, at any rate 
during the present session; and if either class of 
business is to go over, | prefer that it should be the 
Executive business; because if it should be very 
pressing, and the interests of the country should 
require gis to assemble here again, the ‘Executive 
can call us together. For these reasons I shall 


| vote against going into Executive session, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question 
on Mr. Mason’s motion, and declared that it was 
lost. ` i . 

Mr. MASON called for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is too late. 
The Chair has decided. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


| the relief of Mrs. Batchelder. 


Mr. STUART. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the river and harbor 
bill. 

Mr. MASON. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. ' : 

The yeas and nays werdSrdered. 

Mr. ADAMS. I desire to say that yesterday 
morning I made a motion to take up the bill for 
3 I gave way, with 
the view of considering the civil and diplomatie 
appropriation bill, with the understanding that 
that bill was to be called up this morning. I shall, 
therefore, vote against this. motion, for the pur- 
pose of calling up that bill, if it should fail. 

The yeas and nays. were taken, with the fol- 
lowing result: . hard 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benja- 
min, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, 
Gillette, James, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, 


| Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, 


Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, 
Walker, and Weller—35. : 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, 
Dawson, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Mallory, 
Mason, and Toombs—12. 

So the motion to take u 
bill was agreed to. 

After the motion was agreed to, and before pro- 
ceeding to the consideration ofthe bill, various 
memorials and- reports were received by unani- 
mous consent, which are classified ‘elsewhere, and 
the following business was transacted: 
CHAHTAHKEE, MUSCOGER, AND CHAHTAH 

l TERRITORIES. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Early in the session I intro- 
duced a bill to establish the Territories of Chah- 
tahkee, Muscogee, and Chahtah, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Territories. Tam now 
directed by the committee to report it back. Task 


p-the river and harbor 


i that the usual number of the bill and reports in 


the case may be printed; and, under the instruc- 
tion of the committee, that the bill be made the 
special order for the 15th of December next. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. -The question 
is first on making it a snecial order. s 
The motion was agreed to, and the motion to 
print was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Iam instructed by-the Com- | 


| mittee on Printing to recommend that five thou- 


sand extra copies of the bill and report be printed 
for the use of the Indian department, with the view 
of distribution among these different tribes of In- 
dians, that they may be heard from distinctly 


| through their councils, their chiefs, and their 


principal people, by the next session of Congress. 
I ask, then, under the instruction of the Com- 
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mittee on Printing, that five thousand additional | 
copies may be ordered for the Indian department. | 
he motion was agreed to. | 
BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 

Mr.GEVER. I ask the Senate to consider the 
motion which I submitted some time ago to recon- | 
sider the vote by which the bill for the relief of | 
the owners vf the private armed brig General | 
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by Rev. Henry SLICER. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I rise to a | 
question of privilege. I desireto say, in reference | 
to the special committee appointed by the House 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 


The House met at eleveno’clock,a.m. Prayer || 


| consent, the House 
| of another matter. : 
: Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
| Ohio will allow us to dispose of this remaining 
: appropriation bill first. 

| Mr, OLDS. The disposition of the post route 
i bill will not occupy more‘than ten minutes: 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is not this private 


proceeded to the consideration 


Armstrong was rejected. The object is simply 
to place it on the Calendar. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, and the 
bill goes on the Calendar. 


GOVERNOR RAMSAY. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. [hope the Senate now will 
oblige-me by taking up the resolution for printing 
additional documents in regard to the investiga- 
tion of charges against Governor Ramsay. It 
will lead to no debate at all. It is absolutely 
necessary to act upon it now. 


The motion to proceed to the consideration of | 


the resolution was agreed to. 

The resolution was as follows: 

Resolved, Thatin addition to the docnments in the case 
of Alexander Ramsay, late Governor of the Territory of 
Minnesota, ordered to be printed on the 8th instant, all the 
papers on file, as well as the correspondence between the 
Commissioners and the First Comptroller, be printed in 
Exécutive document No. 61, of the present session. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move to strike out the 
words ‘as well as the correspondence between 
the Commissioners and the First Comptroller,” 


and insert, ‘* all the papers on file referred to said | 


committee. ” 

That amendment, I believe, suits all parties and 
interests, and has been agreed upon. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


ROCK ISLAND. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to take up the bill granting the right 
of way across Rock Island for a railroad 

Mr. STUART. I think the Senate had better 
not take up that now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It requires 
unanimous consent. Does the Senator from Mich- 
igan object? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I object. 


BOSTON, PHILADELPHIA, AND NEW YORK 
COURTS. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I ask leave to report back 
from the Judiciary Committee the Senate bill which 
passed the House with an amendment, providing 
temporary accommodation for the courts in Bos- 
ton, New York, and Philadelphia. I ask for its 
consideration now. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I object to taking up any- 


thing for consideration but the river and harbor | 


bill. J object to anything but reports and me- 

morials. 

not get at the river and harbor bill at all. 
POSTAGES. 

Mr. RUSK. 
honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Sru- 
ART,] to the honorable Senator from Louisiana, 
(Mr. Bensamin,] and to the Senate generally. 

A very important bill has come from the House 
of Representatives in relation to postage, which 
willsimplify the business of the Post Office Depart- 
ment and increase the revenue, two things which 
are very desirable. It isa very short bill, and the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads pro- 
pose butavery shortamendment. Iam sure there 
can be no objection toit, and unless it returns 
immediately to the House, it may fail. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It requires 
unanimous consent to consider it. 

Mr. CHASE objected. 

Mr. RUSK. I understand the Senator from 
Ohio interposes objection. 

Mr. STUART. Let us now proceed to the 
consideration of the river and harbor bill. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
The Senate accordingly proceeded to consider 


' the bill from the House ‘ making appropriations | 


for the repair, preservation, and completion of cer- 


tain works heretofore commenced under authority `! 


of law.” . 
It was considered until half past four o’clock, 


when the Senate adjourned. 
[See Appendix for the debate on the River and 
Harbor bill.] 


am compelled to do so, or we shall | 


I want to make an appeal to the : 


the other day 
Mr. OLDS. Thatis not a question of privi- 
1 


ege. 
i The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know 
yet whether it is or not, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The House will recol- 
lect that a special committtee was appointed a 
few days since to inquire into the circumstances 
connected with the alteration of bill No. 342, 
“ making a grant of land to the Territory of Min- 
nesota for the construction of a railroad therein ;” 
and also as to interpolations made in a certain 
joint resolution. The eommittee have nearly fin- 
ished their investigations in relation. to the first 
subject committed to them, As to the second 
subject—in relation to the interpolation of any 


involves matters of delicacy to me, which, with 
other considerations, render it proper, in my 
judgment, that I should be excused from further 
service on the special committee. I therefore ask 
the House that I may be excused. 


cacy involved? ; 
Mr. WASHBURNE, It is not proper for me 


to state it. 


the whole committee be excused. 
cate a subject. 


thereupon appointed Mr. Simmons as his substi- 
tute. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


| munication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting to the House a report from the Colonel of 
Engineers, submitting a report and estimate on 
the improvements of Brazos river, in Texas; also, 
|| reports on surveys of Georgetown harbor, South 
Augusta, in conformity to the act of August 30, 
1852. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the communi- 
! cation and accompanying documents were ordered 
|! to lie on the table, and be printed. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled Senate bills 
of the following titles; which thereupon received 
the signature of the Speaker: 


and others, for the capture of the British private 
| Great Britain; 


and 

An act supplementary to an act entitled ‘An 
act to authorize notaries public to take and certify 
oaths, affirmations, and acknowledgments, in cer- 
tain cases. 

Also, the following House bills: 

An act for the relief of John S. Jones and Wil- 


Brown, Russell & Co.; 
An act for the relief of the Pine Grove Acad- 
emy, in Louisiana; 
| An act for the relief of George Mattingly; and 
An act for the relief of John Frazer, and the 
administrator of the estate of John G. Clendenin, 
deceased, 


j 
j 
i 
i 
| 
| 


POST ROUTE BILL, 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is one appropriation 
ii bil still behind, and to dispose of which will take 
|i but a very short time, and for the purpose of ast- 
ii ing upon it now, | move that the House resolve 
ii itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 1] am anxious to get rid of it, 
:! and I hope we may go into committee. 


ji 
li 


'| business. 


| The SPEAKER. This is private bill day. 


joint resolution of this House—the investigation | 


Mr. LETCHER. What is the matter of deli- į 


i| Mr. COBB, (in his seat.) I would move that |} 
lt is too deli- || 


Mr. W asuBuRNe was excused; and the Speaker | 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- |} 


‘| Carolina, and Savannah river, from Savannah to |; 


An act for the compensation of James W. Low | 
armed schooner Ann, during the late war with |) 


An act for the relief of Purser T. P. McBlair; |! 


liam H. Russell, surviving partners of the firm of | 


Mr. OLDS. I call for the regular order of |: 


: bill day? 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair states that this 
iis private bill day under the rules. The Chair 
| also states, however, that the House is now act- 
ing under a suspension of the rules, which makes 
the post route bill the first -and only business in 
| order before the body. u 

| Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the unanimous con- 
i sent of the House to. offer now the resolutions 
which I offered yesterday? I think they contain 
nothing which can be objected to. a 

Mr. OLDS. Let us dispose of the post route 
bill first, and then Ishall have no objection to the 
gentleman’s resolution, ap 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Before that ques- 
tion is put | desire to have the bill read.” L.call 
for its reading now., eg 

Mr. OLDS. It will take two days to read it. 

Mr. JONES. We have been here eight months, 
and I cannot, for one, consent to the passage of 
any bill without having it read to the House, 80 
that they may know what thereisin ity.) 0 

Mr. OLDS. If the House will permit me to 
make a statement not exceeding three minutes, f 
| think I can obviate all difficulty. ` 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 desire to ask a question 
before the gentleman makes his statement. If the 
ii gentleman from Tennessee intends to persist in 
|| his demand for the reading of the bill, it is useless 
ito have the statement. But if it will satisfy the 
;| gentleman, and obviate the necessity for the read- 
ing of the bill—— A 

The SPEAKER. . ‘Then the 
Alabama objects... : ais 

Mr. HOUSTON. Not at all. If there is ant 
prospect of dispensing with the reading of the bill 
I shall be glad to hear jte, |. o uo betas 

Mr. OLDS. I wish to state to the House that 
this bill contains nothing except post routes. I 
| have a letter from the Postmaster General recom- 
mending the reéstablishment of these post routes. 
| I have also a certificate from the clerk in the Post 
Office Department, who prepared these routes: so 
| far as the work was done in the Post Office Depart- 
| ment. But, sir, I have a precedent for making 
the motion that the reading of the bill be dispensed 
i with, The present Speaker entertained such a 
motion at the last session. J move, therefore, 
į that the reading of the bill be dispensed with. I 
will repeat what I said the other day, that this bill 
| would make seventy colunins of the Globe, and 
would take the Clerk two days to read it. 

Mr. JONES. It should .have been here: six 
i months ago, when we could have had it printed. 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 1 wotld. in- 
i quire of the gentleman whether, besides the estab- 
| lishment of these post. routes, there are not one or 
| two sections of the bill of a general character? If 
_ s0, E would like to have them read it. 

Mr. OLDS. There is no section relating to 
! anything except the establishment of post routes. 
|| Mr. WASHBURN. But I thought, perhaps, 
| there were one or two sections. relating to their 
stablishment besides that merely defining them. 
Mr. OLDS. None at all. 
i Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
: from Ohio a question which may obviate some of 
|| the difficulty in reference to this bill. I ask him 
| whether this bill proposes to repeal any post route 
f which has heretofore been established ? 
ji 


gentleman from 


Mr. OLDS. None whatever. They are all 
retained; and if any of them should have been 
omitted in the bill, they would. not be repealed. 
; There is no repealing-clause in the bill, 

Mr. WHEELER. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion to dispense with the reading 
ji of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
| Mr. PHELPS. I call for tellers. We ‘shall 
| find ourselves without a quorum unless they are 


fi 
H 
li 


| The post route bill was introduced the other day || ordered. 


|, under a suspension of the rules; and day before |; ell / 
i| yesterday it was postponed, and by unanimous !! Louisiana, and Cox, were appointed. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Jones, of 
f ° 
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ATEI ince at eee ‘ areca aero a7 mara | WE 
The question was taken; and. the tellers. re- 


ported—-yeas-103,noes 20; 0... Whe 
~ So.the motion was agreed to, and the reading of 
the bill was dispensed with., ane 
_.‘The.previous.question then received, a second, 
and the main question: was. ordered to be now. put. 
cThe bill-was ordered, to be engrossed; ard read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it: was ac- 
eordingly read a-third time, and passed. 

Mr..OLDS.. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and that that motion be 
laid upon the table... ~. : 

>. The latter.motion was agreed to. 
INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN. WASHINGTON TER- 
EAAS ` 'RĪTORY. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask the | 
unanimous consentof the House to permit to be 
read a communication, which Il received last night 
from the'Secretary of War, showing the existence 
‘Of alarming ‘hostilities in the Territory of Wash- 
ington, The communication is short. The Sec- 
‘retary of War states his utter inability to com- 
mand the requisite force for the protection of the 
“settlements there. . p ie ae 
The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 

House to have the communication read ? 

- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee... | would inquire of 
-the gentleman from Virginia why the Secretary of 
‘War didnot make his communication to Con- 

reas? Care omm. h 

. Mr. FAULKNER. He made his communi- 
cation to'me as acting chairman of the Committee 
‘on’ Military Affairs, to, advise me of the state of 
things which is set forth in the paper. ` Itis short, 
and I hope that the gentleman will permit it to be 
read. r 
“t Mr. JONES. He ought to’ have sent a com- 
‘muniéation to Congress. 

“There was no objection, and the Clerk read the 
‘communication, as follows: 

et ent War DEPARTMENT, 
CM ee WASHINGTON, July 27, 1854. i 
Sır : I have the honortosubmit herewith, for the inform- 

ation of the Committee on Military Affairs, a copy of a 
communication from Governor I. J. Stevens, of Washing- 
ton ‘Territory, to tlie effect that the Fort Simpson Indians 
have recently made an attack on the border settlements of 
‘that Verritoryyand killed severul persons, and among them 
it is feared.the chief justice of the Territory. 

hig information is submitted with a view to advise the 
committee of the inadequacy of the military force in that 
country, and of the inability ofthe Department to increase 


. Very reapectfully, you obedient servant, . 
‘ voo JEFF, DAVIS, Secretary of, War. 
Hon. ©. J. oPaurxner, Chairinan of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, House of Representatives. 


‘a .,.  Wasnineton, D. C., July 25, 1854. 

Sir: By the fast mail 1 have received advices from the 
Hon. C. H. Mason,’ Secretary of the Territory of Wash- 
‘ington; and acting Governor, to the effect that the’ Fort 
Bitnpson Indians, a aymerous and. warlike race, have re- 
cently made an attack. on the border settlements of the 
Territory, and have killed some four to eight persons. It 
is rumored that the Hon. Edward Lander, the chief justice 
of the Territory, is among the missing. i 

I will, earnestly call the attention of the Department to 
the inadequacy of the force stationed on Puget’s Sound, 
and to the absolute necessity of some adequate means of 
transportation other than canoes and sailing vessels. 

These Fort: Simpson. Indians are in English Territory, 
and itis unquestionable that a force of ten large war canoes 
have goue up the. waters of the Sound to opposite the head 
of Whitby’s Island. They have ‘returned, it is said, to 
renew their depredations with a larger force. 

J am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient, 

. “SAAC J. STEVENS, 
Governor Territory of Washington, 
Hon. Jerr. Davis, Secretary of War, Washington, D. . 


Mr. FAULKNER. I move that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of taking 
up what was made the special order of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘The special order 
expired yesterday It was only made for one day, 
and the bill'is at the foot of the Calendar, and you 
will have to lay aside every bill upon the Calendar 
before-you can get to it. i 

Mr. FAULKNER. I should like to have the 
opinion of.the Speaker upon that point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
debate was closed yesterday—— 

Mr. ORR. The committee were instructed to 


vote upon the amendments, and- report the bill 
back. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution is, that when 
the committee shall resume the consideration of 
the bill, they shall do so. Can they resume its 
consideration in preference to other bills, is the 


question? The Chair doubts if they can do so. 


state of the Union. I think that we can dispose 
of the bill in one-hour after we take it up. We 
have already spent one day upon it. Is it not 
better that we should go on and mature the bill in 
two hours? i 

Mr. JONES. You cannot. do itin the remain- 
der’ of. the session. 

Mr CHANDLER. Before that. question is 
put,.Lask permission of the House to present the 
resolution which was ruled out yesterday. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, Is it in order to present a 
resolution while the House is engaged upon an- 
other subject? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
ae asked the unanimous consent of the 

ouse. ; 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I object. 

-Mr: BALL. i rise to inquire whether a mo- 
tion to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar—this: being the day set asidefor 


‘the consideration of private business—Wwould not 


take precedence of the motion now pending? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar 
is in order; but it is also in arder to move to sus- 
pend the rules generally, or for any particular 
purpose; and the Chair thinks that the motion 
first submitted is first in order. The Chair has 
no doubt of the correctness of this decision. The 
rule is clear that it isas much in order to suspend 
the rules generally as for any particular pur- 

one. : 
P Mr. HOWE. I appeal to the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr] to withdraw, for a mo- 
ment, his motion to suspend the rules for the pur- 
pose of taking up the Army bill. I desire him to 
do so, for the purpose of enabling me to offer a 
resolution that the. standing committees of the 
House having charge of private bills may be per- 
mitted to report them at the Clerk’s desk, for the 

urpose of havingthem referred merely. Asthis 
1s private bill day, I think it but fair that this op- 
portunity should be given of having these bills 
thus referred. ; A 

Mr. McMULLIN. I feel compelled, under 
the circumstances, to object to the proposition. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Orr’s mo- 
tion to suspend the rules; and it was not agreed 
to—two-thirds not voting in favor thereof. 


DESTRUCTION OF GREYTOWN. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the unanimous con- 
sentof the House to introduce the resolution which 
has-been already read from the Clerk’s desk this 
morning. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is there not a motion pend- 
ing, submitted by the gentleman from Virginia, 

Mr. Fauuxner,} to go into Committee of the 

hole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. That motion could not be in 
order, because it would have been in order before 
the motion to suspend for a special purpose, as 
made by the gentleman from South Carolina, {Mr. 
(07:3-58) 3 

Mr. ENGLISH. Before the resolution sub- 
mittéd by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
CHANDLER] be read, I desire to know whether a 
motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar will not take precedence of that 
gentleman’s motion? 

The SPEAKER. 
it will not. 

Mr. Cuanp.er’s resolution was then reported, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
respectfully requested to furnish to the House of Repre- 
sentatives any official information which may bave been 
received at the Departments, relative to the destruction 
of Greytown (or San Juan de! Norte) by Captain Hollins 
of the United States vessel Cayene; and also that the 


President be requested to furnish to the House copies of 
the instructions given to Captain Hollins relative to the de- 


In the opinion of the Chair 


; mand for satisfaction, which was made in the name of the 


United States upon the authorities of Greytown, (or San 
Juan del Norte,) before the bumbardment and destruction 
of that place. 


introduce it; and on that motion I call for the yeas 
and nays. ` f 

The yeas and nays were ordered: : 

Mr OLDS. I would like to inguire of the Chair 
whether the resolution contains the clause usually 
inserted in resolutions calling for information— 
‘Sif, in the opinion of the President, it is notin- 
compatible with the public interests?” mt 

Mr. CHANDLER. It does not contain that 
clause, but it.is. unnecessary to insert anything 
of the kind, as it is always understood. , 

Mr. OLDS. ‘Well, suppose the gentleman 
embodies it in. his resolution, 

Mr. PECKHAM. The resolution is in itself 
simply a request, and there is no need of such a 
clause. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I have no objection to 
have itinserted. (To the Clerk,) Let that clause 
be embodied in the resolution. , 

. The question was. then taken on the suspension 
of the rules; and there were—yeas 122, nays 35; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Jameg C. Allen, Appleton, Ashe, David 
J. Bailey, Balt, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bocock, 
Breckinridge, Brooks, Campbeil, Carpenter, Caruthers, 


Chamberlain, Chandler, Churchwell, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, 
Cox, Crocker, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Daw- 


| son, De Witt, Dickinson, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, 


Edmuiidson, Thomas D. Eliot, Eilison, Everhart, Farley, 
Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, Greenwood, 
Grow, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Har- 
ris, Harrison, Haven, Hendricks, Hill, Houston, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kerr, 
Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lindley, Linds- 
ley, McCulloch, Matteson, Maurice, Mayall, John G. Mil- 
jer, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Phelps, 
Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, David 
Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Shaw, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Stratton, Àndrew Stuart, John J. Tay- 
lor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, 
Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Waliey, Bilihu B, Washbume, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
Witte, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zolli- 
coffer—122, 

NAYS—Messrs. Barry, Chastain, Clark, Craige, Disney, 
Dowdell, Dunbar, Eddy, Joha M. Elliott, English, Goode, 
Henii, Hibbard, Johnson, Roland Jones, Letcher, MeMul- 
lin, McNair, McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, Noble, Orr, Ruffin, 
Shannon, Shower, William Stith, George W. Smyth, Hes- 
tor L. Stevéns, Straub, David Stuart, Vail, Vansant, and 
Walker—35, 3 ea ; : 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended; and Mr. Cuanpier’s resolution 
was introduced. 7 

Mr. BOCOCK. If the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will consent to modify it, I would wish 
to have the resolution put in the usual form. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It has been already so 
modified. ` 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cuanp- 


| LER’s resolution; and it was adopted. 


Mr. CHANDLER. moved to reconsider the 
vote’ by which the résolution was adopted, and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF FOLDING ROOM. 


Mr. WITTE. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to enable me to submit the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to 


| pay to Thomas J. Galt, superintendent of the folding room, 


the same compensation now paid to the librarian of the 


House, to commence from Ist July, 1853; 


Mr. EDGERTON, I propose to amend that 


| resolution. 


Mr. WITTE. 
on my resolution. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I suggest that the gentle- 
man should hear what my resolution is, and per- 
haps he will accept it as an amendment. I will 
state that I know no reason why the superin- 
tendent of the document room should not have 
the same compensation; and the object of my 


I ask for the previous question 


| resolution is to give to the superintendent of the 


document: room the same pay that the superin- 

tendent of the folding room receives. P 
Mr. WITTE. 1 insist upon the previous 

question. ; 


Mr. MeMULLIN. I desire to know of the 


| gentleman from Pennsylvania what the increased 


pay will amount to? 


Mr. WITTE. About $250. 


1854. 
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Mr. McMULLIN. What is his present com 
pensation ? : 

Mr. WITTE. About $1,250. r 

The previous question was then seconded; and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Iappeal to the gentleman 
to allow my resolution as an amendment. 

Mr. WITTE. I would say to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that I would readily accommodate him, 
but I cannot do it. 

The main question being upon the adoption of 
the resolution, it was put, and decided in the 
affirmative. : 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WITTE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENT ROOM. 
Mr. EDGERTON. | offer the following reso- 
lution: 


Mr. GREEN stated that if he had been within 
the bar when his name was called, he should have 
voted no. 

-© Mr. McMULLIN desired to make a short 
statement before he voted. 

Objection was made. 


INCREASE OF PAY TO SOLDIERS. 


Mr. FAULKNER. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to reporta bill ‘to increase the 
| pay of the rank and file of the Army, and to en- 
| courage enlistments.” I willstateto the House that 
my purpose is to strike out all those features of 
the bill which is now in Committee of the Whole, 
which have given rise to discussion, and to confine 
it simply and solely to the encouragement of en- 
listments. I hope there will be no objection. 

No objection was made. 

The bill was read the first time in. extenso. 
The first section provides that the pay of the non- 
|! commissioned officers, musicians, and privates of 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to pay to Samuel H. Lam- 
born, superintendent of the House document room, in 
licu of his present pay, the same per diem compensation as 
is now received by the messenger of the Speaker, com- 
mencing with the present session, and to continue until 
otherwise ordered by the House. 


The object of the resolution is simply to put 
the superintendent of the document room upon 
the same footing as the superintendent of the fold- 
ing room. í 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. EDGERTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, and 
also to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


REPEAL OF FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 

Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
bill of the following title: 

An act to repeal an act entitled “An act to 
amend, and supplementary to, an act entitled an 
act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons 
escaping from the service of their masters,” ap- 
proved September 18, 1850. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I object. 

Mr. ELIOT. I move to suspend the rule to 
enable me to introduce the bill, and I call for the 
yeas and nays upon my motion. 

Mr. SOLLERS. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts a question. Do ffunderstand 
that the bill proposes an alteration of-the fugitive 
slave law? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. It repeals it. 

Mr. ELIOT. It certainly does propose to re- 

eal the fugitive slave law of 1850. 

The bill, which was read for information, is as 
follows: 


Beit enacted, &c., That an act entitled ‘An act to amend 
and supplementary to, an act entitled an act respecting fugi- 
tives from justice, and persons escaping from the service 
of their masters,” approved September 18, 1850, be, and the | 
same is hereby, repealed. 


The question was taken, and there were—yeas 
45, nays 120; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ball, Bennett, Benson, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Corwin, Crocker, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickinson, Eastman, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ever- 
hart, Giddings, Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Howe, Daniel T. 
Jones, Knox, Matteson, Mayall, Morgan, Norton, Parker, 
Pennington, Pringle, David Ritcbie, Russell, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, Andrew Stuart, Thurston, 
Trout, Upham, Wade,Walley, 
Washburn, Wells, and Tappan Wentworth—45. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Ashe, David J. Bailey, Barry, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, 
Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Caruthers, Chamberlain, 
Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, 
Cook, Cox, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dis- 
ney, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmund- 
son, John M. Elliott, Ellison, English, Farley, Faulkner, 
Florence, Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Sampson 
W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hibbard, Hill, Houston, Hunt, Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Rotand Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kittredge, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lindley, ; 
Nair, McQueen, Macy, Maurice, Maxwell, Jobn G. Miller, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, 
Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peckham, Phelps, Phillips, 
Pratt, Preston, Puryear, Reese, Riddle, Robbins, Rogers, 
Ruffin, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, Samuel 
A. Smith, W: 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, Jobn L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Walker, Wheeler, | 
Witte, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zolli- | 
coffer—120. 


|| ployed to work on fortifications, &c.,and of forty 


Elihu B. Washburne, Israel |; 


MeMnutlin, Mce- | 


iliam R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Sollers, |! 


‘| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
i| pose to increase the pay of the rank and file of the 


| Mr. FAULKNER. 


the Army shall be increased at the rate of four 
dollars per month, to continue for the term of 
three years from and after the Ist day of Janu- 
ary next, and until otherwise fixed by law. 

The second section provides that every soldier, 
who, having been honorably discharged from the 
| service of the United States, shall, within one 
| month thereafter, reenlist, shall be entitled to two 
| dollars per month in addition to the ordinary pay 
| of his grade, for the first period of five years after 
the expiration of his previous enlistment, and a 
| further sum of one dollar per month for each suc- 
cessive period of five years, so long as he shall re- , 
| main continuously in the Army; and that soldiers 
| now in the.Army, who have served one or more | 
; enlistments, and been honorably discharged, shall 
| be entitled to the benefits herein provided for a 
| second enlistment. 

The third section provides that soldiers who 
served in the war with Mexico, and received a 
certificate of merit for distinguished services, as 
well those now in the Army as those that may | 
| hereafter enlist, shall receive the two dollars per 
| month to which that certificate would have entitled 
them, had they remained continuously in the 
service. 

The fourth section provides that non-commis- 
| sioned officers who, under the authority of the 
seventeenth section of the act approved March 3, 
1847, were recommended for promotion by brevet į 


| be entitled, under the condition recited in the fore- 
| going section, to the additional pay authorized to | 
| be given to such privates as received certificates of | 
merit. | 

The fifth section authorizes the promot 
; non-commissioned officers. 

The sixth section provides an allowance of | 
twenty-five cents per day to soldiers who are em- 


ion of 


| cents when employed as mechanics; and thirty- | 
five and fifty cents respectively when employed 
west of the Rocky Mountains. 
| The bill was then read a second time by its title. 
| Mr. BARKSDALE. I would be glad if al- 
lowed to make a brief statement. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Virginia yield to the gentleman from Mississippi ? 

Mr. FAULKNER. If the gentleman desires 
| to make an inquiry in regard to the bill, I yield. 
I do not yield for any other purpose, because the 
necessity of the bill is too urgent. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. [| wish to state, Mr. 
Speaker, that I was necessarily absent when the 
gentleman from Massachasetts [Mr. Exot] made 


might introduce a bill to repeal the fugitive slave 
law. If I had been present, of course 1 should 
have voted against the motion. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I demand the previous 
| question. 3 
| The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 
The bill was ordered to he engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly j 
| read a third time. 
Does the bill pro- 


Army four dollars per month? 
It does. 
Mr. SMITH. Then, their pay will be twelve 


‘So two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


| dollars per moth 


his motion to suspend the rules in order that he | 


to the lowest grade of commissioned officer, but į P 
did not receive the benefit of that provision, shall || J 


Mr. FAULKNER. If the bill pass, the pay 
of infantry will be eleven dollars per month and 
that of dragoons twelve dollars per month, I call 
for he previous question on the passage of the 
Hh t = . roe 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. ; 

The bill was passed. : : : 

Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the yote by 
which the bill was passed, and that that motion 
be laid upon the table. i 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


EXTRA PAY TO OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
‘Mr. ASHE. I ask the unanimous’ consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the usual extra compensation be paid to 
the pages, folders, and such other employees who have 
heretofore received the same, and who ‘have not and sha}! 
not receive the benefits of the joint resolution approved 
July 20, 1854. a 3 : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. ASHE. I move to-‘suspend the rules. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the Chair whether it 
is in order to entertain that resolution in the face 
of the law that passed a few days ago? 

The SPEAKER. As the Chair understands 
the reading of the resolution, it does not conflict 
with the law at all. : : 

Mr. HOUSTON. The-resolution passed this 
month applies, as | understand it, to all the em- 
ployees in the legislative department of the Gov- 
ernment. ` 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not recollect 
the precise terms of the joint resolution referred to 
by the gentleman from Alabama. The Chair 
again states that it is his opinion that it does not 
conflict with the resolution introduced. by the gen- 
tlenan from North Carolina. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to be informed by 
the gentleman from North Carolina, .whether, 
under the resolution to which the gentleman from 
Alabama has called the,attention of the Chair, the 
pages and other employees of the Government ` 
will not receive the twenty. per cent. extra com- 
pensation which has been allowed to others?. . 
The SPEAKER. This resolution.propoges the 
usual compensation to such as ‘have not received 
additional pay in the shape of twenty: per cent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If 1 understand 
the resolution, it does not provide the usual com- 
ensation for those who were provided for in the 
oint resolution, but it provides for such -as shall 
not avail themselves of its benefits. They may 
waive taking the increased compensation under 
that, and take it under this. . 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 then understand the fur- 
ther operation of this resolution. to be this. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Is this resolution de- 
batable? : f 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. The 
proposition is to suspend the rules. ` 

Mr. MCMULLIN. Ido not mean to debate it. 

I only desire to be informed, so as to yote under- 
standingly. 
The CHAIRMAN. That may be so; but the 
gentleman is called to order on the left of the 
Chair. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Who called me to order ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman who called 


i| to order will rise in his seat. 


Mr. TAYLOR, (rising-) I did not specially 
call the gentleman to order; but I meant that if 
the matter be debatable, we all want to be heard 
upon it. . ; 

The SPEAKER. That is the same thing. 
The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina to suspend the rules. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeasand nays were ordered. 

Mr. PRATT. {should like to be informed 
whether the falders are employees of the House. 
They.work by the piece, I take it they are not. 

{Cries of “Order!” and “Question !*} 

The question was taken on the motion to. sus- 
pend the rules; and there were—yeas 90, nays 63; 
as follows: À 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Ball, Bell, Bennett, Car- 
penter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Corwin, Crocker, Thomas Davis, Dawson, 
De Witt; Dickinson, Diency, Dowdell, Eddy, Edgerton, 
Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D.- Eliot, Ellison, Ever- 
hart, Florence, Giddings, Goodrich, Greenwood, Audrew 
J. Harlan, Harrison, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, 
Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Tatiam, Lindley, Me- 


July 28, 


out until the latter part of July,a date subsequent 
to the enlistment of the memorialist, when Lieu- 
tenant Wright received orders to cease offering 
those inducements; that the memorialist has re- 
ceived the money bounty, but has been deprived 
of the land bounty, for the reason that he enlisted 
after the termination of the Mexican war, and 
therefore could not have served, actually.or con- 
structively,.in that war. ~ 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it pass. 

House bill ** for the relief of the heirs of James 
Greer, deceased.” [Objected to by Mr. Jonzs, 
of Tennessee.} 

House bill “ for the relief of John H. King.” 


“Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 
is contrary to the general law. 
The bill was passed over. ‘ 


Hotse bill “‘ for the relief of Charles W. Car- 
roll. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I object. 

Mr. McNAIR. I hope the gentleman ` from 
Louisiana will withdraw his objection. 
Mr. JONES. No, sir; I cannot. 
Mr. WITTE. i ask for the reading of the 
report. : 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection has been made 
to the consideration of the bill. - 

Mr. WITTE. I rise to a point of order. Al- 
though objection has been made, I desire the Chair 
tostate whether it is not competent for any member 


I object; that bill 


of the House to ask for the reading of the report? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not advised 
on that point; but it occurs to him that if objection 


The bill and report were read. 

Mr. LETCHER. That bill comes within the 
principle established by our committee, and I must 
object to it. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

[Herėa message was received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by Sıioyey WEBSTER, 
Esq., his Private Secretary, notifying the House 
that -he-had approved and signed bills of the fol- 
dowing titles: j ; 

An act for the relief of Charles Lee Jones; . 

An act to create and provide a pension for Da- 
vid Fowle; . worry at 

An-act creating a collection district in New 
York, to be called the district of Dunkirk, and to 
constitute Dunkirk a port of entry, and the ports 
of Barcelona, Silver Creek, and Cattaraugus Creek 
ports of delivery; and i 

An act making appropriation to defray the ex- 
pense of the Cayuse war. ] 

{A message was received from the Senate by 
‘Asbury Dicuins, Esq. , their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
House, establishing certain post routes. ] 

PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I move that the House do 
now resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into a | 


Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, 
(Mr. Eneuisa in the chair.) ~ l 

The CHAIRMAN. This is objection day. 
All the bills on the Private Calendar previous to 
bill No. '449 häving been objected to when the 
committee was last in session, the bill first on the 
Calendar is House bill (No. 449) ‘© granting 
bounty land to Cornelius Coffey.” i 

Mr. FULLER, ‘Mr. Chairman, on a former 
occasion T made an objection to Senate bill * for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Major 
Caleb Swan, deceased.” Sines then 1 have looked 
into the matter, and am now satisfied that the 

rovisions of the bill are right. 
eave to withdraw my objection. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. I object. We 
cannot go back in that way. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I hope the gentleman from 
Maine will be permitted, by unanimous consent, 
to withdraw his objection to the bill in question. 
He objected without having examined it, and 
now he is satisfied that it ought to pass. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] as 
objecting. 

Mr.JONES. Yes; we cannot go back. 

The Clerk thén reported the bill for the relief of 
Cornelius Coffey. 
Interior to issue to Cornelius Coffey, late a pri- 
vate in company G of tha light infantry of the 


United States Army, a land warrant for one hun- 


dred and sixty acres of land. 
From the report, which was read, it appears 
that the memorialist was enlisted on the 19th of 


June, 1848, into the Army of the United States, | 


at Milwaukie, Wisconsin, by Lieutenant E. W. 
Wright, of the fifteenth infantry; that the war with 
Mexico had terminated'on the 30th of May pre- 
vious, but that the news of its termination had not 
reached Milwaukie at the time of the enlistment 


of the memorialist; that Lieutenant E. W. Wright, | 


acting on orders received on the 13th of June, 
1848, offered those who enlisted, (among whom 


was the memorialist,) as an inducement to enlist, || 
the land bounty and a bounty of twelve dollars | 


in money; that the said inducements were held 


1 therefore ask || 


It directs the Secretary of the |; A f 
B T A AEST back on the Calendar in this way ? 


oint resolution “ giving one hundred and sixty 
acres of land to Francis M. Gwin, of Indiana.” 

The resolution proposes that the Secretary of 

the Interior be directed to issue to Francis M. 


| Gwin, of New Albany, Indiana, a Jand warrant 
‘for one hundred and sixty acres of land, in eon- 


sideration of his gallant services in serving during 
the Mexican war whilst he was a minor. 
From the report of the committee it appears 


‘that Francis M. Gwin, soon after the outbreak of 
| the Mexican war, expressed a desire to join the 
armies of his country; that he applied to be ad- 


mitted into Captain Sanderson’s company in the 
Indiana volunteers; but being at that time hardly 
fifteen years of age, he could not be mustered into 
the service, and therefore could not receive any 


pay or emolument from the United States; that, } 
‘undaunted by the disadvantages which on that 


account would occur to him, he marched to the 


| seat of war with that company, and served in 


Taylor’s line twelve months, during which time 


he performed gallant services in the battle of Buena | 
Vista; that on the day of that memorable battle, | 
| with musket in hands, doing duty in the ranks, 
| he fell in the rear by a rapid movement, and was 
|: run over by the enemy’s cavalry, and was left for 
| dead; but soon after sprang up, and, by pushing 


rapidly forward, again joined the forces; and that 
he continued with the command until the expira- 
tion of enlistment, and only left when the troops 
were mustered out of service. ; 

The joint resolution was laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House, with a recommendation that 
it pass. 

House bill + for the relief of Eleanor Hoople, of 
the Province of Canada.” 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object. f 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Irise to express the 
hope that the gentleman from Virginia will with- 
draw his objection. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I do not want to be un- 
derstood as being wanting in chivalry or gratitude 
towards a poor woman who took care of one of 
our wounded soldiers. But itisthe duty of every 
State in the Union to look after its own volunteers 
or private citizens. 

Mr. FAULKNER. This man was nota vol- 
unteer; he was asoldier of the American Army. 

Mr. McMULLIN, (after the next bill had been 
read.) Well, at the instance of the gentleman 
from Virginia, I waive my objection. I did not 


|| understand that the old lady was a Canadian. 


Mr. PECK. I rise to a question of order. I 
inquire of the Chair whether it is in order to go 


The CHAIRMAN. Notunless by the unani- 
mous consent of the committee. 

Mr. PECK. Then I object. 

Mr. FAULKNER. ell, I am glad, at all 
evenis, that the objection to this bill will not appear 
ou the record as coming from one of the Virginia 
delegation. 

Mr. PECK, (after the next bill had been re- 
ported.) I desire to withdraw my objection in the 
case of bill No. 452. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
gentleman doing so. 
on the Calendar. 

The bill was passed over. 

House bill ‘* providing for the grant of land to 
the Vermont volunteers for their services at the 
battle of Plattsburg.” | ` : 


I object to the 


It is not in order to go back | 


be made after the reading of the bill, it isa sufi- 
cient objection to the further consideration of the 
bill. ; 

Senate bill ‘* for the relief of Jean Baptiste Beau- 
bien. f 

Mr. WHEELER. I object to that bill, 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Ifthe gentleman from 
New York will listen to the reading of ‘the report 
in that case, I think he will withdraw his objec- 


tien. 

Mr. MeDOUGALL. I saw no gentleman in 
his place rise and object to that bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is objected to by the 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. WHEELER. [object to it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to havea letter 
read in reference to that case. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would say, in 
reference to House bill (No. 452) ‘* for the relief 
of Eleanor Hoople, of the Province of Canada,” 
that I have no objection to it. My objection was 
to going back upon the Calendar, 

The objection to that bill being withdrawn, the 
bill was laid aside to be reported to the Flouse. 


Senate bill ‘for the relief of Jean Baptiste 
Beaubien,” was then read. : 

It authorizes the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a patent to Jean Baptiste 
Beaubien for certain lots of land in the State of 
Illinois. l 

The report was then read. 

Mr. MeDOUGALL. I have received a letter 
in reference to this case from the honorable gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Bissex1,] which would 
ask be read ‘ 

The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 


BERKELEY SPRINGS, VIRGINIA, July, 1854. 

T feel great interest in the success of Senate bill No. 299, 

which you were so kind as to report for me. It involves no 
appropriation of money, and merely does an act of long de- 
layed justice toa very meritorious and eariy settter of IUinois. 
I amconfident that, if the members of the House understood 
the merits of the bill as well as you and I do, it would pass 
that hody as unanimously as it did the Senate. 
- Should the bill not be reached in its regular order on the 
Calendar, I hope that you will ask for me that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole be discharged from the bill, and that it 
be brought before the House on its-merits. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

W. H. BISSELL. 

General J. A. McDougau. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


= House bill ‘* for the relief of John Cole.” 

The bill proposes that the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior be directed to pay to John Cole, of Lake 
county, Ohio, now a pensioner of the United 
States, the sum of ninety-six dollars per annum, in 
lieu of any pension heretofore allowed to him, such 
pension to be computed from the day of the pas- 
sage of this act, and to be continued during his 
natural life. : ot 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill ‘< for the relief of George Lynch.” 

The bill proposes that George Lynch, of St. 
Charles county, Missouri, shall be paid: a full 
pension.of eight dollars per month, in lieu of six 
dollars per month, the amount which he is now 
receiving under a special act of Congress hereto- 
fore passed for his benefit. The pension of eight 
dollars a month is to commence on the sixth of 
June, 1852, the time at which his proof of. total 
disability was perfected, ; 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


1854. 


1991 


House bill ‘‘for the relief of Evelina Porter, 
widow of the late Commodore Porter, of the 
United States Navy.” [Objected to by Mr. Hes- 
DRICKS. | | 


House bill “ for the relief of Joseph Webb.” | 
The bill proposes that the pension of Joseph ; 
Webb be increased so that he shall be entitled to | 
receive, from and after the first day of January, | 
1852, the sum of eight dollars per month, during | 
his natural life, in lieu of the pension which he | 
now receives under the act of June 25, 1854. i 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. | 
House bill “ for the relief of John Steene.” | 
The bill, which was read, proposes that the | 
Secretary of the Interior be instructed to place the | 
name of John Steene upon the roll of invalid pen- 
sions, and to pay him a pension, at the rate of | 
eight dollars per month, during his natural life, | 
commencing on the first of January, 1853. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. j 


House bill * for the relief of George Eliott.” i 


The bill proposes that George Elliott, of Frank- 
lin county, Missouri, shall be allowed a pension ; 
of eight dollars a month, instead of the pension of | 


six dollars a month which he is now receiving, | 


under a special act of Congress, the increase of 
pension to commence and be calculated from the | 
first of January , 1852, when his proof of total dis- 
ability was perfected, 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill ** for the relief of Mary Rutherford, 
widow of Samuel Rutherford.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Mary Rutherford, widow of 
Samuel Rutherford, upon the roll of invalid pen- | 
siona, and to pay her a pension, at the rate of four 
dollars per month, for the period of five years, | 
commencing on the Ist of January, 1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill * for the relief of Warren Ray- 
mond,” j 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to į 
place the name of Warren Raymond, of the State | 
of New York, upon theroll of invalid pensioners, | 
at the rateof four dollars per month, to commence | 
on the Istof January, 1853, and to continue during | 
his natural life. i 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 
Senate bill “ for the relief of the heirs and repre- | 
sentatives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan.” 
The bill directs the accounting officers of the 


Treasury to settleand pay the claims of Alexander |, 


G. Morgan, of Missouri, for services in raising 
troops for the Florida service, in the year 1837, 
and also for military services in Florida; provided, 
that the pay and allowances to him shail not ex- 
ceed thé compensation of a captain of cavalry, 
from September 11, 1887, to March 18, 1838. 
Mr. MILLSON. I would inquire of the gen- , 
tlemen who reported this bill, if this is the same 
individual for whose benefit a law was passed in | 


1838? ti 


Mr. HOWE. The same individual, but that | 
was for different services. I willexplain the mat- | 


ter ina very few words. This individual seems | 


to have been an amateur Indian fighter. He served | 


in the Black Hawk war as a volunteer, and as | mistaken, I will withdraw my objection. 


aid to General Brady, without commission. He | 


formerly applied to Congress for pay for ser- || 


vices rendered in that war, and he was allowed a: 
compensation by a law passed for that purpose. 

This bill is for pay of subsequent services ren- 
dered in the Florida war. 
a gallant man and a brave soldier. H 

Mr. MILLSON. I notice that the former law | 
for his relief, passed subsequent to the date of the 
services which he asks pay for now. Did his | 
application then embrace a claim for these ser- 
vices? 

Mr. HOWE. Notat all. 
records, my eye fell upon that claim, and I ex- 
amined it with great care. re. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- | 
tion that it do pass. | 

Senate bill “ for the purchase of the copyright | 
ofa work published by Thomas H. Sumner, | 


He seems to have been || i ’ } s 
P out the word ** nine,” in the fifth line, and to insert 


i s sixty,” in the sixth line, and to insert “‘ 


In looking over the | 
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wherein he describes his new method of ascer- 
taining a ship’s position at sea.” 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, That is a case 
which requires examination. Letitgo over. 
Mr. APPLETON. 


will withdraw his objection. 
Mr. LETCHER.' Let the report be read. 
Mr. SMITH. I withdraw my objection until 
the report is read. 
| ‘The report was read. 


Mr. APPLETON. If the committee will allow | 
il me a moment for explanation of the case, | am 
i| satisfied the gentleman from Virginia will with- 


draw his objection. Mr. Sumner having received 


ii the best education which this country affords, 


chose for his profession that of a mariner, ang 
seeing the hazard and loss resulting from not being 
Í able to ascertain a ship’s position when the merid- 


‘| ian of the sun could not be obtained, he gave his 


whole mind to the investigation of the matter, and 
produced a work which is now in universal use 
in the United States Navy and mercantile marine. 


blessing to man on earth, and he became a maniac, 
and has ever since been confined in a mad house, 
and supported by those who can illy afford it. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 withdraw my objection. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
| tion that it pass. 

House bill “for the relief of Isaac Adams. 
[Objected to by Mr. Jones, of Tennessee.] 


House bill “ for the relief of Julia Aiken.” 


” 


pay to Julia Aiken, the only child of William 


Yool, who died in the naval service of the United | 
States in the year 1801, on her sole and separate i 


receipt, and for her sole use and control, the 
| amount of pension she would have been entitled 
to receive under the provisions of the act of March 
3, 1837, if her claim had been allowed while that 
act was in force. 


| Ffouse bill “ for the relief of the legal repre- 
| sentatives of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased.” 

' Mr. MILLSON. I think, as a matter of pro- 
priety, 
upon adversely, and laid upon the table by the 
| House, that it should not pass without objection. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Why,sir, I do not 
understand that bill to have ever been reported 
| against to the House at all. It has several times 


understand them to be. 

has not heretofore been rejected by the House? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not informed. 
Mr. MILLSON, Then Iobject. Butif I find 


Mr. SMITH. lask that the report be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no report. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, sir, I hope my colleague 
will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. MILLSON. I stated that this bill had 
| several times been considered and rejected by the 
| House. If such is the case, it appears to me the 
Í bill ought not to pass by unanimous consent with- 
| out consideration. 


| Nathaniel Greene, deceased.” 


Revolutionary Claims, with amendments to strike 


:| ‘The bill was reported by the Committee on 
i 


> to strike out ‘f eighteen,” in the same 


“ eight; n 
ert * five,” and to strike out the word 


| line, and ins 
The amendments were agreed to. 


the Treasury to pay to Phineas M. Nightingale, 
administrator of the estate of General Nathaniel 
Greene, deceased, $8,005 53, with interest, at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum, from July 6, 
1850, until paid—the same being in liquidation of 
a balance due to the estate of sai Nathaniel 
; Greene for becoming security for Banks & Co., 
i Army contractors in the Revolution. The said sum 


i 


If the committee will allow | 
me a moment to explain, 1 think the gentleman | 


Not being satisfied with the discoveries which he | 
then made, he pursued the subject with such in- | 
i! tensity, that he became deprived of God’s greatest 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the į 
‘| House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


after a bill has been several times reported | 


that I am mistaken, I will withdraw my objection. || 


If, however, I find myself 


fifty.” | 


The bill, as amended, directs the Secretary of 


i 
|| to be paid out of any money in the Treasury of 
i the United States not otherwise appropriated. 
| The bill, as amended, was laid asidé to be re- 
| ported to the House, with a recommendation that 
iit pass. 
House bill “ for the relief of the heirs of Lieu- 
tenant Andrew Finley.” 
| Mr, LETCHER. J object. This is the first 
i, time that this bill has been reported on favorably, 
ii while it has been reported against four times. 
Mr- ROGERS. [think the gentleman is mis- 
taken. 
ii Mr. LETCHER. Ihave the record here, and 
iI I do not think that I am. 


House bill ‘¢ for the relief of the administrator 
of Thomas Wishart.” 

The bill, which was read in extenso, proposes 
that the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
pay, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, to the legal representative or 
representatives of Thomas Wishart, late a lieu- 
tenant in the continental line of the Army of the 
l| United States in the war of the Revolution, five 
year’s full pay of a lieutenant of infantry; also, 
the interest thereon fram January 13, 1854, the 
time at which the first favorable report was made 
in the case. 

Itappears from the report of the committee, which 
was read, that Sidney Wishart, and other heirs 
‘of Thomas Wishart, claim the commutation pay 
i due to Thomas Wishart for his services as lieu- 
| tenantin the Army of the United States in the war 
of the Revolution. The Ariny records of that war, 
on file in the War Department, show that Thomas 
' Wishart was appointed, in November, 1776, a 
|| lieutenant in the fifteenth Virginia regiment on the 
continental establishment of the Army of the Uni- 
‘| ted States; that as such he received land bounty 
from the United States, and the pay of lieutenant 
to the —— day of September, 1778; at which time 
he became, as it is fair to presume, a supernume- 
rary, under the arrangement of the Army made 
| about that time. His name is not on the list of 
officers retained in service, nor on the list of those 
who became supernumerary in persuance of the re- 
duction of the regiments in 1778; nor do any of 
the pay accounts now in existence show that he - 
received pay subsequent to September, 1778. Upon 
this state of facts, and for the service aforesaid, 
Thomas Wishart had no claim on the United 
States for half pay or commutation; nor does it 
| appear that Thomas Wishart in his lifetime, or 
his heirs since, set up a claim to commutation for 
‘| thatservice; but it does appear that in 1793 Thomas 
i| Wishart petitioned Congress for the commutation 
‘| pay due to him as a lieutenant in the continental 
i| service, and in support of his claim he adduced 
evidence to prove his service as a continental offi- 
| cer, after he became supernumerary, as aforesaid, 
iin 1778, so as to entitle him to the benefit of the 
il resolution of Congress of the 20th of October, 
|| 1780, which allowed half pay to all such officers 
''ag thereafter should become supernumerary, or 
retire for the want of service. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
‘| House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill “ for the relief of Lincoln Bates,” 

;, The bill proposes that the Secretary of the 
|| Treasury be directed to pay to Lincoln Bates, out 
| of moneys not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
|| fifty-five dollars, in full of the damages sustained 
| by him asa night watchman in the public stores 


|| at New York, in July, 1849, in suppressing a fire 
| therein, being the amount of his account as now 


Senate bill “ for the relief of Phineas M. Night- i! on file in the Treasury Department. 
ingale, administrator of the estate of General f 


From the report, of the committee, which was 
‘| read, it appears that previous to and on the 12th of 
i| January, 1849, Lincoln Bates was employed by the 
| Governmentasa night watchman in theappraiser’s 
| department of one of the public stores of the New 
if York custom-house, at No. 12 Broad street; that 
| during the night of the day mentioned, while he 
| was sO employed, he discovered that the store in 
| which he was engaged had taken fire from the 
i! spontaneous combustion of vitriol; that the fire was 
| extending with great rapidity, and threatened the 
ii entire and immediate destruction of the buildin 

il and contents; that the store was at that time fille 

|| with valuable goods on storage; that he, at the 
| imminent peril of his life, and by extraordinary 
|| efforts, succeeded in suppressing the fite and sav- 
| ing the property; that in these efforts his hands 
| and fase, and other parts of hie person, were badly 
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burned, and his clothes. destroyed;. that he has 
suffered great pain and distress, and was confined 
for upwards of a month, losing his time and. sub- 
jected to expenses for medical attendance; and that 
for this damage he rendered a bill to the Treasury 
Department. of fifty-five dollars, in November, 
1849, through Haugh Maxwell, Esq., then collec- 
tor of the portof New York. an 

` The bill. was laid” aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation that it pass. 

‘House bill $t for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of Charles Pavie.” ; : 
«The bill, which was-read, proposes that the 
Commissioner of the General. Land Office be au- 
thorized and required to correct the error in the 
description of the claim for land by Charles Pavie 
(No. 37) in the report of the register and receiver 
of the land, office at Ouachita, Louisiana, dated 
July 24, 1837, and confirmed by the act entitled 
An act confirming certain land claims in Louis- 
iana,” approved July 6, 1842, and to have the 
Same located on the south or rightside of Red river 
descending, not exceeding the quantity claimed 
and confirmed as aforesaid; provided, that this is 
only to operate as a quit claim òn the part of the 
United States. | , ; 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 

House, with a recommendation that it pass. 
_ House bill ** to revive the act approved March 3, 
1823, and the act approved May 26, 1824, sup- 
plemental thereto, in reference to the Rio Hondo 
claims to land in Louisiana.” 

The bill provides that the act approved March 
3, 1823, entitled “ An act providing for the exam- 
ination of the titles to land in that part of the 
State of Louisiana situated between the Rio Hondo 
and the Sabine river,” and the act approved May 
26, 1824, entitled “ An act supplementary to an 
act providing for the examination of titles to land 
in that part of the State of Louisiana situated be- 
tween the Rio Hondo and the Sabine,’’ shall be 
revived for and during the space of two years 
from the promulgation of this act. And it also 
provides that the register and receiver at Natchi- 
toches shall, severally, receive, asa full compen- 
gation for the duties required of them by the acts 
. herein revived, the sum of fifty dollars whenever 
they shall have finished the business required of 
them by the acts herein revived, and shall for- 
-ward their reports to the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House: bill ‘authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay John Charles Frémont for. beef 
furnished. the California: Indians.” 

The bill. authorizes,the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay the sum of $183,825, with interest 
thereon from June 1, 1851, at the rate of ten per 
cent. per annum, to John Charles Frémont, in 
full of his account for beef delivered to Commis- 
sioner Barbour for the use of the Indians in Cal- 
ifornia in 1851-52. 

The bill was laid aside to. be reported to the 

„Fouse, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill ‘authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to settle the accounts of. Thomas Jor- 
dan, assistant quartermaster in the United States 
Army.” 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to audit and settle, upon the principles of |; 


equity and justice, the accounts of Thomas Jor- 
dan, assistant quartermaster in the United States 
Army, arising out of his disbursements as dis- 
bursing officer of the quartermaster’s department 
at the city of Vera Cruz, Mexico, from August 
10, 1847, to August 1, 1848. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill “ for the settlement of the claims of 
W. P. Buckner and Pierce Crosby, passed mid- 
shipmen in the United States Navy.” 

The bill was read. ft authorizes and directs the 
Secretary of the Treasury to adjust and settle the | 
claims of W. P. Buckner, passed midshipman, 
and Pieree Crosby, passed midshipman and act- 
ing master in the United States Navy, for a 
share of the proceeds of the sale of the schooner 
Oregon and cargo, seized and confiscated in the |} 
month of April, 1848, under the President’s rezu- 
lations of March 1, 1847, at the port of Tampico 
during the war with Mexico, and to pay the said 
claims out of any moneys in the Treasury arising 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


from military contributions. collected in Mexico 
in pursuance of the regulations of the President, 
before referred to; provided, that before any 
money is paid in these cases, any claim submit- 
ted by the owners of the vessel beforementioned, 
for remission of the penalty. and the payment of 
the proceeds under the confiscation, shall first be 
duly examined and decided by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, under the direction of the President 
of the United States. ; ; 
The bill was laid aside to. be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill ** for the relief of Dr. S. R. Addison, 
passed, assistant surgeon. in. the United States 


avy. : 
The bill was read. It requires the accounting 
officers of the Treasury to alloy. and pay to Dr. 8. 

. Addison, passed assistant surgeon. in the Navy 
of the United States, the difference of pay between 
that of his grade and a surgeon, from April 4, 1848 
until June 1, 1850, being the period during which 
he served as surgeon on board the United States 
sloop-of-war Saint Mary’s, and that the same be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


: House bill “ for the relief of Herman Chitten- 
en. 

The bill requires the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Herman Chittenden upon the 
pension roll, and cause to be paid to him the sum 
of eight dollars per month so long as he shall live, 
commencing March 1, 1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill *¢ for the relief of William Gove, of 
Maine.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of William Gove, of the State of 
Maine, upon the pension rolls, and cause him to be 
paid the sum of eight dollars per month, so long 
as he shall live, commencing January 1, 1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Flouse bill ‘‘ for the relief of Jonathan Pearce.” 

The bill requires the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Jonathan Pearce, of Muskin- 
gum county, Ohio, upon the pension rolls, and 
cause to be paid to him the sum of eight dollars 
per month, so long as he shall live, commencing 
January 1, 1854. 

Mr. BALL. Task that the report be read. 

The report of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was read. 1t appears from it that Jonathan 
Pearce was a privare in Captain James Brown’s 
company of Colonel Miller’s regiment of Ohio 
militia, as substitute for his brother, who was 
drafted in August, 1812, at Zanesville, Ohio, and 
served six months, when he was honorably dis- 


| charged. The original certificate of discharge is 


on file in the Pension Office in an application for 
bounty land, ‘That Pearce was one of acompany 
despatched on an expedition against the Indians, 
and was absent eight days, and had food for five 
days only. That in consequence of lack of food 
and exposure he took sick, and remained so for 
six weeks, then partially recovered, and served out 
his time. That soonafterwards his disease settled 
in his limbs, producing chronic rheumatism, and 
i he has suffered from it ever since. And that, for 
the last twenty or twenty-five years he has hob- 
‘bled round on crutches; he is now aged sixty- 
three; incurable, and a man of good character. 
Mr. BALL. Iask the attention of the com- 
| mittee for a very few moments, I presume there 
| is no objection to this bill, but I want the pension 
of this man to commence two years back, The 
application was made two years ago, but the 
case has been delayed to this time. He is con- 
| fined to his bed, and is able neither to get in or 
| out of it, and for the last twenty-five years he has 
not been able to perform a single day’s labor, all 


| resulting from exposure upon the Maumee river, |! 


and sleeping on the snows during the campaign 
of 1812. I move that the bill be amended by 
striking out ‘eighteen hundred and fifty-four,” 
and inserting “eighteen hundred and fifty-two.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

No objection being made, the bill was then laid 
aside to be reported to.the House, witha recom- 
mendation that it pass. 


House bill ‘* for the relief.of William Parker.” 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to cause to be paid to William 
Parker, of New York, the sum of four dollars per _ 
month so long as he shall live, commencing Jan- 
uary 1, 1853. This sum to bein addition to the 
pension of four dollars per month granted him by 
the act of May 19, 1824. i l 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill “ for the relief of Zebina Rawson.” 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place the name of Zebina Raw- 
son upon the pension roll, and to pay him eight 
dollars per month from March 1, 1852, during his 
natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, witha recommendation that it pass. 

Senate bill ‘* for the relief of Gideon Hotch- 
kiss.” (Objected to by Mr. Prcx.] 

Senate bill “ for the relief of David Myerle.”’ 

Mr. HENDRICKS.. It is hardly worth while 
to read the bill in that case, as it is a very much 
controverted one. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let the bill be read. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 1 will not object, if any 
one insists upon having the bill read. f 

The bill was read. 

Mr. MURRAY. [| object to that bill. 

The bill was accordingly laid over under the 
rule. ` l 

Joint resolution ‘for the relief of John A. 
Bryan.” : 

he resolution, which waé read, directs the Sec- 
rétary of War to receive proof of the number of 
days that John A. Bryan was engaged in the dis- 
charge of the duties of a commissioner to make 
and carry into effect a treaty with the Wyandotte 
Indians, being appointed commissioner for the 
purposes aforesaid by the Secretary of War, on 
the 19th of April, 1836, and to pay the said 
Bryan at the rate of eight dollars per day whilst 
so engaged, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, deducting therefrom 
any amount that said Bryan may have heretofore 
received for said services. 

The report shows the facts upon which the pe- 
titioner’s claim against the Government is-founded 
to be as follows: On the 19th of April, 1836, the 
petitioner was appointed a commissioner, by the 
Secretary of War, Mr. Cass, to make and carry 
into effect a treaty with the Wyandotte Indians. 
His duties were prescribed by the Secretary of ` 
War, and his compensation fixed at eight dollars 
per day. The petitioner discharged the duties 
thus imposed upon him. 

The bill was laid. aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill *‘ for the relief of Andrew H. Pat- 
terson.”” [Objected to by Mr. Epcerron.] 


House bill ‘for the relief of Polly Carver, 
widow and executrix of Nathan Canver, de- 
ceased,” 

Fhe bill, which was read, provides that the sum 
of $334 79 be appropriated, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
i the payment and full satisfaction of the claims 
against the Government of the said Polly Carver, 
as widow and executrix of the said Nathan Car- 
ver, deceased. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill “ for the relief of Asbury Dickins.”? 
[Objected to by Mr. Jones, of Tennessee. ] 


Senate bill ‘for the relief of Zachariah Law- 
rence, of Ohio.” 

The bill, which waa read, provides that there 
be paid to Zachariah Lawrence, of Morgan county, 
in the State of Ohio, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
| $2,645 40, his portion of the prize money for cap- 
| turing and taking into the port of Passamaquoddy, 
| in 1813, the British sloop Venture. 

_ The Committee of Claims reported the follow- 
ing amendment: 


Add at the end of the bill these. words: <€ And there shall 
be paid to each of the other persons composing the boat’s 
crew, severally, or to their legal representatives, the sum of 
| $1,322 70, as the share of each in the capture of the said 
| sloop Venture, on satisfactory proof being made to. the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury of their being such persons, or their 
legal representatives. 


Mr. MILLSON. I find that this bill has been 
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twice adversely reported on, and I therefore now 
object to it. 

Mr. EDGERTON. ‘When reported on ad- 
versely there was no record evidence of the court’s 
condemnation of the vessel. The committee called 
for the evidence, and on it reported favorably on 
the bill. 

Mr. MILLSON declined withdrawing his ob- 
jection. 

Mr.ORR. There is no necessity for reporting 
the next six bills. The standing committees rec- 
ommend that they do not pass. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think it would 
be better to report them to the House, with a rec- 
ommendation that they do not pass. 

Mr. ORR. I have no objection to the course 
suggested by the gentleman from Tennessee, as it 
will rid the Calendar of these cases. 

Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. I hope the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina will adhere to his first 
motion. 

Mr.ORR. Very well, then, 1 object to the 
consideration of the following Senate bills next in 
order upon the Calendar, as they are reported 
with a recommendation that they do not pass. 

An act for the relief of Michael Nourse; 

An act for the relief of the sureties of Daniel 
Winslow; 

An act for the relief of J. Boyd, of Louisiana; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of the late Captain William G. Williams; 

An act for the relief of Jacob Gideon; 

An act for the relief of John McAvoy; and 

An act for the relief of John Devlin. 


House bill “ for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and 
others.” 

The bill authorizes Lloyd Dorsey, of the county 
of St. Charles, and State of Missouri, to enter, at 
the proper land office in said State, at the mini- 
mum price.of the public lands, the southeast frac- 
tional quarter of section twenty-two, township 
forty-six, range four east, containing one hundred 
and forty-twoand eighty-nine onehundredth acres; 
and to enter, for the use and benefit of the heirs 
of George Pitzer, deceased, the southwest frac- 
tional quarter of section twenty-two, township 
forty-six, range four east, containing one hundred 
and four acres, and the northeast fractional quar- 
ter of section twenty-seven, township forty-six, 
range four east, containing forty-six acres; pro- 
vided, that nothing in this act contained shall pre- 
judice the rights of any person or persons having 
any legal or equitable claim to the lands herein 
mentioned, or any part thereof. 

T'he bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill ‘ for the relief of Sidney P. Pool, 
of the State of Maine.” 

The bill directs that the Secretary of the Interior 
place the name of Sidney P. Pool upon the roll of 
invalid pensioners; and that said Pool be paid a 
pensions at the rate of six dollars per month, from 


anuary 1, W854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

Senate bill ‘¢ for the relief of Jonas P. Levy and 
José Maria Jarrero.’’ {Objected to by Mr. Jones, 
of Tennessee. ] 

House bill ‘ for the relief of George J. Rall- 
ston.” 

The bill instructs the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of George J. Rallston upon the 


pension roll, and to pay him at the rate of eight | 
dollars per month, from January 1, 1854, to con- || 


tinue during his life. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 
House bill “ for the relief of Joseph McMinn.” 
The bill was read. 
It instructs the Secretary of the Interior to place 


the name of Joseph McMinn upon the pension | 


roll, and to pay him at the rate of four dollars per 


month during his natural life, commencing the | 


pension from the 1st of August, 1854. 
Mr. EDMANDS. 


« August,” so as to make the pension commence 
from the Ist of January, 1854. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House, with a recommendation that 
it pass. 


I move to amend the bill by | 
substituting the word ‘January ” for the word |; 


House bill ** for the relief of Asa Leach.’* 

The bill was read. It instructs the Secretar 
of the Interior to place the name of Asa Leac 
| upon the pension roll, and to pay him at the rate 
| of four dollars per month, commencing August 1, 
1852, to continue during his life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill ‘< for the relief of Thomas C. Nye.” 
{Objected to by Mr. Jones, of Tennessee.] 


Senate bill “ to authorize the payment of invalid 
pensions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert White 
and others.” 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

Mr. ORR. I make the same motion, in refer- 
ence to the next seven cases, which I made a few 
minutes since in reference to some already passed 
by. The Committee of Claims have reported 
them, with a recommendation that they do not 


pass. 

The following seven Senate bills, to which Mr. 
| Orr objected, were then laid aside under the rule: 

An act for the relief of Mary D. Blaney, widow 
of the late Major General Blaney; 

An act for the relief of Rulif Van Brunt; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of the late Colonel John Anderson; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Daniel Loomis, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Lieutenant A.J. Wil- 
liamson; 

An act for the relief of Hezekiah Miller; 

An act for the relief of John P. McElderry. . 


The next bill in order was Senate bill for the 
relief of James Dixon, {Objected to by Mr. 
Henpricxs.] 


Senate bill ** for the relief of Levi Pierceand An- 
drew Hodge, jr.” 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the Post- 
master General to settle with and discharge Levi 
Pierce and Andrew Hodge, jr., sureties on the 
official bond of William T Kor, formerly post- 
master at New Orleans, on their paying or secur- 
ing to. pay, within one year, the sum of $12,500; 
and either of the said sureties may thus be dis- 
charged on his paying, or securing to pay, one half 
of the above sum; provided, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, and the United States district attorney for 
the eastern district of Louisiana, shall be satisfied 
that it is for the interest of the United States that 
such settlement should be made; and provided 
further, that such settlement with, and discharge 
| of one surety, shall not be construed to discharge 
the other. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it pass. 

Senate bill “ for the relief of Henry La Rein- 
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The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Henry La 
Reintrie the sum of $593, which shall be in full 
| satisfaction and discharge of said La Reintrie’s | 
li claim for services rendered to the United States 
legation near the Government of Chili, and as 
bearer of dispatches from that legation to Wash- 
ington. , J 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it pass. 

Senate bill “to provide compensation for the 
| services of George Morrell in adjusting titles to 
lands in Michigan.” 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
i and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay to Maria 
| Morrell, widow of George Morrell, tate a judge of the United 
States for the Territory of Michigan, for the services of ihe 
| said George Morrell, in ascertaining, adjusting, and settling 
i claims to land, and performing other duties in conformity 
with the act entitled “ An act to provide for the adjustment of 
1! tides of land in the town of Detroit and Territory of Michigan, 
and for other purposes,” approved the 21st of April, 1806, 
i and with © =n act relative to the plan of Detroit, in Michi- 


| of $500 per annum, from the time of bis appointment as a 
i judge of the United States for said Territory, to the 24th day 
of September, 1836, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I desire to amend 
that bill before the question is taken upon it. I 
move to insert after the words ‘* George Morrel”? 
where they first occur, the words ‘and William | 
| Woodbridge and Henry Chipman;”’ to strikeout 
ilthe words **George Morrell’? where they last 


gan Territory,” approved the 28th of May, 1830, at the rate i 


| 
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occur, and insert the word ‘'judges,’’ and. to 
change words in the singular to the plural where 
it is necessary to make the bill conform to such 
amendments. f 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I object. Arethoseamend- 
ments reported from a committee?. - ` 

Mr. STUART. They are not; but there is a 
bill pending for the relief of. those gentlemen, 
which, in its provisions, is exactly the same as 
this one. i 

_ Mr. KERR. I never objected to any proposi- 
tion herein my life. But Í understand: that the 
claims of these two individuals have not been 
before any committee for investigation. 

Mr. STUART. Certainly they have been in- 
vestigated by a committee, and a bill reported for 
their relief. All three of these persons were 
judges of the Territory at the same time, and 
stand upon precisely the same footing. 

Mr. KERR. Then I do not object. 

The amendment was then adopted, and the bill 
as amended, laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill “ for the relief of Asa Andrews.” 

The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and requires the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury to settle and adjust the accounts of Asa 
Andrews, late collector of customs for the district 
of Ipswich, in the State of Massachusetts,for office 
rent and expenses, including clerk hire, and for 
the services of a deputy, during the time he per- 
formed the duties of said office, and that the amount 
found due, not exceeding $1,983 80, be paid to 
said Asa Andrews, or his legal representatives. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill ‘* for the relief of William Darby.”’ 

The bill, which was read, provides that there 
be paid to William Darby the sum of $1,500, in 
full compensation for his labor and- materials fur- 
nished in surveying and making a-map of the ter- 
ritory of Louisiana, in the years 1812 and 1813. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass, 

Senate bill ‘for the relief of William G. 
Smith” 

The bill, which was read in extenso, proposes 
that the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized 
and required to pay, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $500, to 
William G. Smith, for recapturing a vessel in the 
war of 1812, together with a midshipman and 
four seamen of the British navy; which prisoners 
were delivered to Commodore Perry, at Newport, 
Rhode Island. 

The bill was laid aside to. be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass, 


House resolution ‘*to pay Jonas W. Nye, out 
of the contingent fund, the sum of $525, in full 
satisfaction of his claim for compensation for the 
use of horses and carry-alls furnished ‘the post 
office of the House under a contract with the 
postmaster, dated June 15, 1844.” 

The resolution was laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill t‘ for the relief of Sylvester Petti- 


| bone.” 


Mr. McMULLIN. I have examined this case 
and am not disposed to object, if the friends of 
the bill will accept an amendment increasing the 
amount from $500 to $1,000. 

Mr. KERR. The bill does not require the pay- 
ment of any sum, though the committee recom- 
| mend that he should pay $500 and the costs. T 
| submit to my friend from Virginia, with al} def- 
erence, that $500 and costs is quite. enough to 
require a man to pay under such circumstances, 
I think, if the committee will hear the report, they 
will be satisfied that $500 and the costs are all we 
ought to require. 

Several Memsers. Read the report. 

The report was then read by the Clerk. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I propose to amend the 
bill by making the amount $1,000. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. I knew this old 
man well. I appeal to the pity of the gentleman 


: from Virginia, and I hope he will consent to the 


sum of $500. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I -propose an 
amendment which I hope will be acceptable to the 
committee; it is provided the party shall pay 
$500 and costs. 
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Mr. KERR. Very well; I am willing to accept 
that amendment. ` ý 
“Mr. SMITH. 
round. ‘ ‘ : g 

{Cries of ‘Question !’’ “ Question t] - 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, who first addressed the Chair, {[Mr.McMuL- | 
LIN,] proposed that the party should pay $1,000. 
His ‘colleague; who last addressed thé Chair, (Mr. 
Smiru,] proposes to make it $500 instead of 


2 A % 3 7 

Mr. SMITH. T ask my colleague to modify 
his proposition as l have suggested. 

Mr. McMULLIN. T have .thought, Mr. 
Chairman, that the— aaa: 

[Cries of * Order !??] R 

The CHAIRMAN. The question cannot be 
debated. Does'the gentleman accept the modifi- 
cation of his colleague? 

Mr. McMULLIN. 


I think it will be accepted all | 


amended. | 
The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, | 
the bill will be laid aside, as amended, to be re- 
orted to the House with a recommendation that 
Ht pass: f 
Mr. STUART, of Ohio. I object. | 
House bili for the relief of L. R. Lyon and ; 
Dean S. Howard, of the State of New: York.” 
> The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury | 
of the United States to cause to be paid to L. R. | 
Lyon and Dean 3. Howard, late partners, under 
the name and style of Lyon & Howard, of the 
State of New York, or theirlegal representatives, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $8,617 81, in full for | 
the balance due them for constructing a dredging | 
machine at Whitehall, New York, under contract 
enteredinto November 2, 1836; and a dredging | 
machine to be. delivered at Monroe, in the State 
of Michigan, by contract entered into October 15, | 
1836. : 
Mr. McMULLIN. call for the reading of 
the report. 
The report was read. é | 
No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it pass. | 


House bill “ further supplemental to an act enti- 
tled, ‘An act to authorize the payment for prop- | 
erty lost, captured, or destroyed by the enemy 
while in the military service of the United States, 
and for other purposes.’ ” 

Mr. LETCHER, Itseems to me that bill is 
out of place upon this Calendar. Ut isa general 
law and not a private claim. I think itshould go 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move that the bill be! 
laid aside to be reported to the House, with a 
recommendation that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. i 

Senate bill “t for the relief of Urban Stoll.” 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to pay to Urban Stoll, now a pen- 
sioner of the United States, a sum equal to sev- | 
enty-two dollars per annum, from July 4, 1845, 
to the time when his present pension was allowed. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
‘House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill ‘¢ to refund to the officers of the cus- 
toms and others, of the district of Passamaquod- 
dy, certain moneys.” 

Mr. LETCHER. 
report. 

Mr. FULLER. ‘Those moneys were paid by 
‘the Clerk, by mistake, into the Treasury, instead | 
of paying it to these officers. There ure letters | 
from the Secretary of the Treasury and Attorney 
General which show the facts. 

Mr. LETCHER.. I think a report from a | 
committee ought to accompany the bills in all | 
these cases. And unless there is a report, I ob- 
ject. 


Senate bill “t for the relief of Captain Charles ; 


I object, unless there is a. 


G. Merchant.” 


It directs the proper accounting ‘officers of the i 


Government to settle the accounts of Charles G. | 
Merchant, brevet captain of the United States ; 
Army for the second quarter of 1849, on just and | 


Ido. ` lj 
The question was put; and the amendment was |} 


equitable principles, without reference to the usual | 
forms, so as to relieve the said Charles G. Mer- 


‘| port accompanying that bill. 


chant of the effect of the loss of his quarterly re- 


|| turns for said quarter; provided the amount to be 


allowed to the said Charles G. Merchant in such 
settlement shall not exceed $215 69. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill ‘for the relief of John Frink. ” 

It directs the Postmaster General to pay to John 
Frink, out, of any money appropriated for mail 
transportation, §750, the amount of two fines— 
one im the third and the other in the fourth quar- 
ter of 1839—wrongfully imposed on said Frink, 
and deducted from his pay for carrying the mail 
on route No, 2811, from Joliet to Danville, IHi- 
nois, in said year. pas ; 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill “for the relief of Jacob Boker, of 
Sandusky City, Ohio.” 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Jacob Boker, of Sandusky City, 
Ohio, upon the pension roll, and cause to be paid 
to him the sum of eight dullars per month, for 


j and during his natural life, commencing June 27, 
i 1854. j i 


The bill was. laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio. {objected to the bill 
of the Senate for the relief of Sylvester Pettibone. 
Understanding, however, that it is a very hard 
case, | withdraw the objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. It seems to me 
that we had better go through the Calendar first, 
and then return and take up such bills as the ob- 
jections to are withdrawn. I therefore object now 
to the withdrawal of the objection. 

Senate bill “for the relief of Thomas Ellis.” 

The bill requires the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of Thomas Ellis, of Platte 
county, in the State of Illinois, upon the roll of 


‘| invalid pensions, at the rate of eight dollars per 


month, from May 11, 1852, during his life. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill ‘¢ for the relief of Tunstall Quarles.” 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is no re- 
I object. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. If the committee will 
allow me L will state—— 

Mr. WALSH. I object to any statement. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 understand 
that the gentleman who reported the bill for the 
relief of Tunstall Quarles, did so with a recom- 
mendation that it do not pass. 

The CHAIRMAN. It does not so stand on 
the Calendar. The Chair understands that the 
bill was reported without any recommendation at 


all. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. The Chairis mistaken, 
and I hold that the gentleman from New York 


| has not the right to object to correction of the 


Calendar. 1 reported the bill from the committee 
with a verbal recommendation that it do not pass. 
There is no written report. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Calendar will be 


| corrected ag indicated, unless objection be made. 


There was no objection, and thecorrection was 
accordingly made. 


House bill for the relief of ‘t Reginald alias Nick 
Hiliary.’? [Odjected to by Mr. Lercurr.]} 

Senate bill “ for the relief of Gaston T. Raoul.” 

The bill authorizes Gaston T. Raoul to enter, 
free of cost, six hundred and forty acres of land, 
according to legal subdivisions, on any of the 
public lands of the United States, subject to entry 
at private sale, in full compensation for claim No. 
456 of the report of James O. Cosby, dated June 
7, 1813, and for which a certificate of confirma- 
tion, No. 168, was issued on the 24th January, 
1838, by the register and receiver of the land 
office for the John Core claim, for his son, a 


‘| minor, in the parish of Livingston, State of Louis- 


iana. ; 
The bill was laid. aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 
Senate bill “ for the relief of A. G. Penn.” 
The bill in this case authorizes A. G. Penn, of 
the parish of St. Tammany, Louisiana, to enter, by 
way of preémption, the southwest quarter of sec- 


| tion twenty-three, township six south, of range 


ten east, in the Greensburg land district, State of 
Louisiana, upon his paying therefor to the proper 


officer of the land office $1 25 per acre, provided, 
the act shall not be so construed as to interfere 
with any adverse claim to the land authorized to 
be purchased, if any such there be. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill ‘“‘for. the relief of François Consin.”’ 

Mr. NICHOLS. I move that the bill be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, witha recom- 
mendation that it be laid upon the table, for the 
reason that a bill of precisely the same import 
passed the House last Saturday. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

Senate bill ‘¢ for the relief of W.P. S. Sanger.” 
Objected to by Mr. Waxsn, of New York.} 


Senate bill “ for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of George McGirk,’’ was the last upon the 
Calendar. ; 

The bill was read. It authorizes the legal rep- 
resentatives of George McGirk to enter without 
payment, one hundred and sixty acres of land in 
any land office in the State of Missouri, in lieu of 
a tract of land claimed by them in said State; and 
it directs the Register of the Land Office, on pay- 
ment of his fee, to issue the necessary certificate, 
on the return of which a patent shall issue in fa- 
vor of said legal representatives. 
` The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Mr. Chairman, I ob- 
jected to-day to bill No. 457, “ for the reliefof Eme- 
line Porter, widow of the late Commodore David 
Porter, of the United States Navy.” 'That bill was 
reported from the committee of which I am a 
member—the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
But the evidence in that committee did not satisfy 
my mind of the truth of the facts reported by the 
committee. I therefore objected to the bill to-day. 
Sull, Jam unwilling to continue an objection to a 
bill reported by the committee of which. I ama 
member; and I now ask the unanimous consent of 
the committee to permit me to withdraw my ob- 
jection. 

_ Mr. LETCHER. I object to his withdraw- 

ing it. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. The Chairunder- 

stood me as objecting to Senate bill No. 239, ‘‘ for 

the relief of Sylvester Pettibone,” and the bill was 
assed over. Now, the Chair misunderstood me. 

did not object to the bill, but | insisted on going 
through the Calendar first.. I had no objection to 
the bill at all. 

The CHAIRMAN. It was objected to by the 
gentleman from Ohio on the left of the Chair, 
{Mr. Sruarr.] 

Mr. JONES. He has withdrawn that objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair states that it 
is not in order to go back on the Calendar with- 
out the unanimous consent of the committee. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I appeal to the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer] not to oppose 
my withdrawing objection in the &: of Mrs. 
Porter.. L donot wish to appear. as objecting to a 
bill that has come from my own committee. 

_ Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from In- 
diana does not wish to be found objecting to a bill 
reported from his own committee; but if he is not 
satisfied that the bill is right, I think it but proper 
that he should object to it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, I 
withdraw my objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. Notunless by unanimous 
consent. Does thegentleman from Virginia with- 
draw his objection? ` 

Mr. LETCHER. 
tinctly. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then it will not be in or- 
der to go back on the Calendar. 

‘Mr. FAULKNER. The committee will rec- 
ollect that the gentleman from Maine (Mr. Fur- 
LER] objected last week to the Senate bill ‘for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Major Caleb 
Swan.” This morning he rose in committee and 
asked unanimous consent to withdraw his objec- 
tion, But the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
Jones] objected to his doing so, because we had 
not gone through the Calendar. We have now 
passed through the Calendar, and I ask——— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
under the standing objection it will not be in or- 
der to go back to the Calendar. 

Mr. LETCHER. What standing objection? 
Does the Chair refer to the objection made by me? 


think I have a right to 


I do not, sir. I say so dis- 


1854. 


IHE 


GLOBE. 


1995 


The CHAIRMAN. Yes. The Chair under- 
stood the gentleman from Virginia as objecting tp 
going back on the Calendar. j 

Mr. LETCHER. Then the Chair misunder- 
stood me. I made no such objection. The sim- 
ple question was, whether the gentleman from In- 
diana (Mr. Henpricxs] should have leave to with- 
draw his objection to a certain bill, and to that I 
objected. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair will hear 
the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. FAULKNER. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have stated all that I de- 
signed to say. F trust now ‘that there will be no 
objection to the gentleman from Maine (Mr. FuL- 
DER] being permitted to withdraw his objection, 
which he made without consideration, and with- 
out knowledge of the facts. He has since ex- 


amined the bill, and he is perfectly satisfied that |i 
Thomas Wishart; 


it ought to pass, 
Mr. HOWE. What bill is it? 
Mr. FAULKNER. Senate bill No. 33. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not heard | 


the gentleman from Maine ask to withdraw his 
objection to any bill, “ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I withdraw my 
objection to Senate bill (No. 363) ‘for the relief 
of Jonas P. Levy and José Maria Jarrero.”’ 

No further objection being made, the bill was 
laid aside to be reported to the House, with a rec- 
ommendation that it pass. 

Mr. FULLER. On a former occasion T ob- 
jected to Senate bill ‘for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Caleb Swan, deceased.” I have 
since examined the bill and papers, and am satis- 
fied that the bill is right, and J therefore withdraw 
the objection. 

No further objection being made to the bill, it 
was laid aside to be reported to the House, witha 
recommendation that it pass. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio. 
jection to Senate bill “for the relief of Sylvester 
Pettibone,” 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The bill was Jaid over under the rule. 


Mr.RUSSELL. On Friday last the gentleman 


from Ohio [Mr. Nrcuors] objected to House bil | 


to authorize Robert Graham to locate six thou- 


sand nine hundred and ninety-three acres of land || 


in lieu of one undivided half part of certain lands 
patented to John Edgar and John Murray St. 
Clair by the Governor of the Northwestern Terri- 
tory. The gentleman from Ohio is now willing, 
I believe, to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. BRIDGES, I object to it. 

The bill went over under the rule. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 now move that 
the committee rise and report the bills to the 
House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed tye chair, the Chairman of the committee 


reported that the Committee of the Whole had ; 
had the Private Calendar under consideration, and j 


had directed him to report back to the House, 
House bill further supplemental to an act entitled 
** An act to authorize the payment for property 
lost, captured, or destroyed by the enemy while 
in the military service of the United States, and 
for other purposes,” with a recommendation 
that the eame be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; also Senate 


bill © for the relief of Francois Cousin,” with a j} 


recommendation that thesame be laid on the table. 
Also, that the committee had directed him to report 
back to the House the following resolution and 
bills, with a recommendation that they pass. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John A. 
Bryan; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Major Caleb Swan, deceased; 

A bill granting bounty land to Cornelius Coffey; 

Joint resolution’ giving one hundred and sixty 
acres of land to Francis M. Gwin, of Indiana. 

A bill for the relief of Eleanor Hoaple, of the 
Province of Canada; 
eee act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Beau- 

ien; 

A bill for the relief of John Cole; 

A bill for the relief of George Lynch; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Webb; 

A bill for the relief of John Steene; 

A bill for the relief of George Elliott; 


I withdraw my ob- 


A bill for the reliefof Mary Rutherford, widow 
of Samuel Rutherford; 

A bill for the relief of Warren Raymond; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan; 

An act for the purchase of the copyright of a 
work published by Thomas H. Sumner, wherein 
he describes his new method of ascertaining a 


| ship’s position at sea; 


A bill for the relief of Isaac Adams; 

A biil for the relief of Julia Aiken; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representative of 
Gustavus B. Horner, deceased; 


An act for the relief of Phineas M. Nightingale, | 


administrator of the estate of General Nathaniel 
Greene, deceased; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 


| Andrew Finley; 


A bill for the relief of the administrator of 


A bill for the relief of Lincoln Bates; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Charles Pavie; 

A bill to revive the act approved March 3, 
1823, and the act approved May 26, 1824, supple- 
mental thereto, in reference to the Rio Hondo 
claims to land in Louisiana; 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay John Charles Frémont for beef furnished 
the California Indians; 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to settle the accounts of Thomas Jordan, assistant 
quartermaster in the United States Army; 

A bill for the settlement of the claims of W. 


| P. Buckner and Pierce Crosby, passed midship- 


men in the United States Navy; 
An act for the relief of Dr. S. R. Addison, 


| passed assistant surgeon in the United States | 


Navy; 

A bill for the relief of IYerman Crittenden; 

A bill for the relief of William Gove, of 
Maine; 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Pearce; 

& bill for the relief of William Parker; 

A bill for the relief of Zebina Rawson; 

A bill for the relief of Polly Carver; 

A bill for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and others; 

A bill for the relief of Sidney P. Pool, of the 
State of Maine; 

An act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy and José 


| Maria Jarrero; 


A bill foc the relief of George J. Rallston; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph McMinn, 

A bill for the relief of Asa Leach; 

An act to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 


| sions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert W hite 


and others; 

An act for the relief of Levi Pierce and Andrew 
Hodge, jr.; 

An act for the relief of Henry La Reintrie; 

An act to provide compensation for the services 


; of George Morrell in adjusting titles to lands in 


Michigan; 

An act for the relief of Asa Andrews; 

An act for the relief of William Darby; 

A bill for the relief of William G. Smith; 

A resolution to pay Jonas W. Nye, out of the 
contingent fund, the sum of five hundred and 


į twenty-five dollars, in full satisfaction of his claim |! 
| for compensation for the use of horses and carry-` 
| alls furnished the post office of the House under 


a contract with the postmaster, dated June 15, 
1844; 

A bill for the relief of L. R. Lyon and Dean 
S. Howard, of the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of Urban Stoll; 


An act for the relief of Captain Charles G. Mer- |! 


chant; 

A bill for the relief of John Frink; 

A bill for the reliefof Jacob Baker, of Sandusky 
city, Ohio; 

An act for the relief of William Brown; 

An act for the relief of Gaston T. Raoul; 

An act for the relief of A. G. Penn; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 


| of George McGirk. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If itis in order, I 
move that the House concur in the report of the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

{Cries of “© Right! ?  Right!7] 


Mr. JONES. And then the Clerk can put the | 


bills in regular order upon the Journal. 
The SPEAKER. There are various other rec- 
ommendations in referenceto particular bills. The 


Chair understands the proposition to be to concur 
in the report of the committee in all its recommend- 
ations in reference to the bills which have been 
reported to the House. ; 

There was no objection; and the report of the 
Committee of the Whole House was concurred in, 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

A message was here received from the Senate 
by Assury Dicxiws, their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had. passed the bill-of 
the House (No. 48) making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1855, with amendments, in which he asked the con- 
currence of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is impossible for the 
House to consider these amendments properly un- 
less they are printed. I ask, therefore, that the 
bill, with the amendments, may be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and that it may 
be printed. If the House will assent tothe prop- 
osition, I think I can get it printed by to-morrow 
morning. . 

There was no objection; and the bill and amend- 
ments were accordingly referred and ordered to 
: be printed. ne te 

SYLVESTER PETTIBONE. 

Mr. WELLS. I ask the unanimous consent 
| of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
| Whole House from the further consideration of 
Senate bill (No. 239) ‘for the relief of Sylvester 
Pettibone.” 

There was no objection, and the bill was re- 
ported to the House. 

Mr. WELLS. [ now move to put the bill upon 
i its passage. 
| The bill was read through. ft provides that 
|| Sylvester Pettibone, of Wisconsin, and his real 
i; and personal property, be released and reliéved 
| from two judgments in favor of the United States, 
i obtained against him, the said Pettibone, in the 
| district court of the United States for the district 
H 


of Wisconsin, and from all liens and eneumbrances 
| ereated by said judgment: Provided, That the costs 
| of the suit in which said jodgment was rendered 
| shall first be paid by said Pettibone. 

| Mr. LETCHER. The committee made an 
| amendment to that bill. 

| he SPEAKER. So the Chair understands, 
| but it does not necessarily come up with the bill. 
! The committee is simply discharged from the con- 
| sideration of the bill. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose the 
| amendment may come up by general consent. - 

| The SPEAKER. Certainly, it may come up, 
li if there be no objection. 

| The amendment was reported. It alters the 
| proviso at the end of the bill, so that it will read: 
fi Provided, That §500 and the costs of the suit in which 
į said judgment was rendered, shall first be paid by said Pet- 
tiboue. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. This is a case 
in which the whole property of a very respectable 
old man in Wisconsin has been sold for forfeiture 
of bail on his part in favor of the United States, 
It is either sold, or about to be sold. 

Mr. KERR. It has been sold. 

Mr. STANTON. This relief is a mere act of 
| graceon the part of the Government of the United 
States; and I think that it is ‘a small business to 
i| propose to reserve $500. If the bill is to be passed 
| at all, give the old man his land back on the pay- 
i ment of the costs, and without other reservation. 
‘| [Cries of “ Agreed !”] 
| Myr. SMITH, of New York. With the per- 
i! mission of the gentleman from Wisconsin, 1 will 
say a word. I know this old man. J have known 
i him more than thirty years. He removed from 
ii my neighborhood to Wisconsin. He was one of 
i the pioneers who broke the way to the settlement 
i of that country. His little all has been sold under 
this judgment. Is it not punishment enough for 
his impradence to require him to pay the bill of 

costs? I acquiesce in the spirit and letter of the 
i remarks of my honorable friend from Tennessee, 
ii and I hope that the House will be content to re- 
i! lease the poor old man on the payment of thetwo 


| bills of costs. 

| Mr. KERR. I wish to add one word to what 
has been said. As a member of the Judiciary 
Committee, I had charge of. this particular case, 


I myself entertained the opinion,that he ought to 
| be released entirely. I have always insisted on 
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that; but we went into committee to-day, and in 
order to induce gentlemen to withdraw their ób- 
- jections, we agreed ‘to an’ amendment, that Mr. 

Pettibone should be made to pay $500. ‘I think 
that it would be bad faith to back out ‘from that 
amendment ‘now. I think the House ought to 
agree to it.’ Had not the amendment ‘been adopted 
in committee, we would :not:have got the bill into 
the House. P 1 X 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If- gentlemen will 
let:the vote be taken, the amendment will be voted 
down, nes i a 

Mr. WELLS. | leall forthe previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered tobe now put. 

The question was taken on the amendment; and 
it was rejected. 

Mr..McMULLIN. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was rejected. The 
friends of this bill 

. [Cries of ** Order! ”] 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not now in 
order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I withdraw the motion I 
made, and move to recommit the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is 
resting upon the bill, and no motion to commit is 
in order. ý 

Mr. McMULLIN. May I not make an ap- 
peal to the friends of the bill? 

[Cries of “Object.” 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Js it in order to 
move to lay the bill upon the table? 

The: SPEAKER. That motion -would be in 


order, 

Mr. SMITH. I make that motion, and call for 
the yeas and nays. I wanta record of the vote. 
I call. on:every honest man-upon this floor—— 

[Cries of “Order! order!’’] 

he yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SINGLETON. JI ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to make a personal explana- 
tion. i 

Several Memuers. Let us get-through with 
this bill first. 

Mr. SINGLETON, I was necessarily absent 
this morning when the vote was taken upon sus- 
pending the rules, for the purpose of introducing 
a bill repealing the fugitive slave law. 1 wish 
merely to say that, if [had been present, I should 
have voted against suspending the rules. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Smirn’s 
motion, and it was decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to’ lay the. bill upon the 
table. 

The question now recurred upon Mr..MeMut- 
iin’s motion, that the vote by which the amend- 
ment was rejected be reconsidered. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Epcerron’s 
motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. WELLS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; which latter: motion 
was agreed to. 


W. P. 8. SANGER. 


Mr. WALSH. I objected to Senate bill No. 169 
for the relief of W. P. S. Sanger, on the ground that 
it was for extra pay, and that the bill did not state 
the amount due. But I have been assured by a 
number of gentlemen that the bill is perfectly cor- 
rect; and I therefore ask leave to move that the 
Committee of the Whole House -be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill. 

Mr.LETCHER, [ object. We have just had 
a sample of that mode of doing business. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a privi- 
leged question. . I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the House concurred in the report of the 
Committee of the Whole House, in relation to the 
various bills:and resolutions reported by it; and I] 
also move to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. : 

The question was taken; and the latter motion 
„was agreed to. i 


Mr. HOUSTON. The amendments to the 


civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, which have ! 


been just sent in from thè Senate, and committed 


to the Committee of Ways and Means, will re- 
quire the consideration of that committee during 
the hours of the session of this House. J there- 
fore ask the permission of the House to enable 
the Committee of Ways and Means to sit in com- 
mittee during the hours of the session of this 
House. i ad $ E : 

` Mr. HENN. I wish to amend that proposi- 
tion so as that it may include in the same permis- 
sion the Committee on Enrolled Bills. They are 
in the same condition as the Committee of. Ways 
and Means, and have to be in and out of the 
House every five minutes. I also propose that 
they be allowed to vote whenever they comie into 
the House. . 

The order was made in respect to both these 
committees. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move also to include in 
the same order the select committee appointed to 
examine the charges in reference to the alterations 
in the Minnesota railroad bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to amend the 
proposition by including all the other commit- 
tees. 

The motion of Mr. CAMPBELL was agreed to: 

Mr. JONES. I think it is very good time now 
for this House to adjourn; and I submit that 
motion, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House thereupon (ata quarter before four 
o’clock, p. m.) adjourned till to-morrow at eleven 
o’clock, a. m. 
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Prayer by Rev. Henry SLICER. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal; 
but he was interrupted by 

Mr. COOPER, who moved that the further 
reading of the Journal of yesterday be dispensed 
with; which was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, accom- 
panied by reports on the improvement of the Bra- 
zos river, Texas, and surveys of Georgetown har- 
bor, South Carolina, and the Savannah river, from 
Savannah to Augusta, in the State of Georgia; 
which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITION, ETC. 

Mr. RUSK submitted an additional document 
in.relation. to the claim of Betsey W. Eve; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Also, the petition of Samuel D. Hay, United 
States district attorney for the district of Texas, 
praying compensation for services in prosecutions 


for violation of the neutrality laws on the Rio | 


Grande; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


PETITION WITHDRAWN. 


On motion by Mr. GEYER, it was 
Ordered, That R. H. Miller have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 
REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTER. 
Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, surety for a 
former postmaster at Norfolk, Virginia, reported 
it back without amendment. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill for the relief of the legal heirs of Ben- 
jamin Metoyer was read a first and second time 

y its title, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed the following 
bills from the Senate: 

‘An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Major Caleb Swan, deceased; : 

| An act to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 
sions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert White 
and others; 7 

An act for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan; 

An act for the purchase of the copyright of a 


work published by Thomas H. Sumner, wherein 


he describes hig new method of ascertaining a 
ship’s position at sea; noe i 
« An act for the relief Sylvester Pettibone; 

Anact for the relief-of Levi Pierce, and Andrew 
Hodge, jr.; f ae i 

An act for the relief of Henry La Reintrie; 

An-act for the relief of Dr. S. R. Addison, 
passed assistant surgeon in ‘the United States 
Navy; — eee 

An act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Beaubien; 

An act for the relief of William Darby; © 

An act for the relief of Urban Stoll; 

An act for the relief of Asa Andrews; 

An act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy, and José 
Maria Jarrero; 

An act for the relief of Captain G. Merchant; 

An act for the relief of William Brown; 

An act for the relief of Gaston T. Raoul; and 

An act for the relief of A. G. Penn, 

The message also announced that the House had 
passed the following bills of the Senate, with amend- 
ments, in which they asked the concurrence of 
the Senate: ` ` ' 

An act to provide compensation for the services 
of George Morrell, in adjusting titles to land in 
Michigan; and 

An act for the relief of Phineas M. Nightingale, 
administrator of the estate of General Nathaniel 
Greene, deceased. : A : 

Also, thatthe House had passed various bills, 
in which they requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. ` 

The bills received from the House were accord- 
ingly read a first and second time by their titles, 
and referred—the following to the Committee on 
Pensions: 

An act for the relief of Julia Aiken; 

An act for the relief of George J. Rallston; 

An act for the relief of Mary Rutherford, 
widow of Samuel Rutherford; 

An act for the relief of John Steene; 

An act for the relief of William Parker; 

An act for the relief of Herman Chittenden; 

An act for the relief of Warren Raymond; 

An act for the relief of Zebina Rawson; 

An act for the relief of William Gove; 

An act for the relief of George E. Elliott; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Webb; 

An act for the relief of George Lynch; 

-An act for the.relief of Joseph McMinn; 

An act for the relief of Jonathan Pearce; 

An act for the relief of John Cole; 

An act for the relief of Asa Leach; and 

An act for the relief-of Jacob Baker, 

The following were referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims: 

An act for the relief of Sidney P. Pool; 

An act for the relief of Loyd Dorsey; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Charles Parie; and 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of George McGirk. 

The following were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs: > 
‘ An act granting bounty land to Cornelius Cof- 

ey; 
ie act for the relief of Eleanor Hoople, of the 
Province of Canada; and 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to settle the accounts of ‘Thomas Jordan, as- 
sistant quartermaster in the United States Army. 

The following were referred to the Committee 
on Claims: 

An act for the relief of Lineoln Bates; 

An.act for the relief of Polly Carver, widow 
and executrix of Nathan Carver, deceased; and 

An act for the relief of L. R. Lyon and Dean 
S. Howard, of the State of New York. . 

The following-was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads: 

An act for the relief of John Frink. 

The following was referred to the- Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims: — 

An act for the relief of the administrator of 
Thomas Wishart. — 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
dian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipula- 
tions with the various Indian ‘tribes for the year 
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ending the 30th of June, 1855, and for other pur- 
poses. ; , 

The Speaker of the House having signed the 
above enrolled bill, tne President pro tempore ac- 
cordingly affixed his signature thereto. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrnr, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had this day approved 
and signed the following acts: 

An act for the compensation of James W. Low 
and others, for the capture of the British private 
armed schooner Ann, during the late war with 
-Great Britain; 

An act for the relief of Purser T. McBlair; and 

An act supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act to authorize notaries public to take and certify 
oaths, affirmations, and acknowledgments in cer- 
tain cases.’? 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON 
COURTS. 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair will present to 
the Senate the bill to provide for the accommoda- 
tion of the courts of the United States in the dis- 
trict of Massachusetts, which has been returned 
from the House with an amendment. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I hope that the Senate will 
now act upon the amendment. I think there will 
be no discussion in regard to it. I will state that 
the Senate passed a bill providing for the tem- 
porary accommodation of the courts in Boston. 

he House amended it by providing for the tem- 
porary accommodations for the courts in Phila- 
delphia and New York, and annexed a second 
section, authorizing the President to make con- 
tracts for the purchase of sites and plans for the 
erection of buildings. The Committee on the 
Judiciary have reported to concur in that amend- 
ment, with a further amendment making the con- 
tracts conditional, and subject to the approval of 
Congress, to which there can be no objection. 

The amendment to the amendment of the Mouse 
was agreed to; and the amendment, as amgnded, 
was concurred in. 


WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 


The PRESIDENT. There is also a bill upon 
the table authorizing the extension of the Alex- 
andria and Washington railroad into the District 
of Columbia, which has been returned from the 
House of Representatives with amendments. 

Mr.ADAMS. One of the amendments is very 
important. I move the reference of the bill and 
amendments to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. BRIGET. I hope that will not be done. 
I think we can act upon it. Ishallask the Senate 
to disagree to the amendments of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS. I withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDENT. The question then is on 
concurring in the amendments of the House. 

The amendments were published among the pro- 
ceedings of Friday, the 21st instant. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I desire to ask a question for 
information. I was not in the Senate when this 
bill was originally passed. 
opposed to a railroad crossing the Avenue between 
this and the Executive Mansion; and I desire to 
know whether that is authorized by this bill. - 

Mr. BRIGHT. This is the same bill which 
was before the Senate on the application of the 
Washington and: Alexandria Railroad Company, 
asking the right of way across the Long Bridge. 
The Senate refused to grant that privilege; but, 
as the bill shows, gave the privilege of building a 
bridge across the Potomac river, at or above the 
aqueduct, and granted the right of way through 
the District of Columbia, to connect with the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad on the western side 
of the city. In that situation it went to the House, 
and the House have appended an amendment, 
giving the right of way on the eastern side of the 
city to a point on the Potomac river opposite to 
Alexandria. I am opposed to that on the ground 
that it is calculated to embarrass the original bill. 
If the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company de- 
sire a privilege of that kind, they ought to apply 
for it in a separate bill. For that reason I move 
that the Senate disagree to the amendment of the 
House. 

Mr. COOPER. I am told if the Senate con- 
cur in the amendment, it will defeat the road pro- 


I was very much | 


diana. 

Mr. PRATT. The original charter, to which 
the amendment of the House was placed, was a 
charter authorizing an individual to make a rail- 
: road connecting with the Baltimore and Ohio 
| railroad on the west of the city, by making one 

through Georgetown across the Potomac river 
above the aqueduct. The amendment of the 
House is to authorize the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company to makeaconnection with the 
Virginia works at Alexandria, by carrying a road 
from the terminus of the company in Washington 
to the east, so as to strike the eastern branch of the 
Potomac river above the navy-yard, and crossing 
at that point, and going on the Maryland side of 
the District of Columbia on that side of the eastern 
branch of the Potomac, along the margin of the 
river, until it arrives opposite to Alexandria, where 
it is calculated by boats to take the passengers 
across to Alexandria. My friend from Indiana 
says that he is altogether opposed to this; that if 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company want 
this connection, they ought to introduce a new 
bil. Why, Mr. President, if the privilege ought 
to be granted to them, it will strike every one that 
there could be no place so proper as the present 
' bill in which to grant it. Here you are about to 
give a private individual, for private purposes, the 
| right to make a railroad to connect with another 
road which has cost some-$1,500,000, and you are 
| asked to refuse to that road which has made the 
great connection between this city and Baltimore, 
| and consequently with the East and the West, 
the privilege of connecting their road with the 
Virginia roads running south, 

Now, sir, except for the mereisolated desire of 
giving to this private corporation the pecuniary 
advantages which the charter would give to him, 
there is no member who will rise in his place and 
assert that this privilege ought not to be granted 
to the road. ; 

When the original bill was here, something was 
said by my friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. Wax- 

R,] about the charges made on the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad. Mr. President, that road is not 
to blame, and never has been to blame, for the 
charges supposed to be exorbitant in carrying pas- 
sengers between this city and Baltimore. hen 
the application was made to the Legislature of 
Maryland for a charter, at my instance—for I was 
thena member of the Legislature—for the purpose 
of relieving the State from a debt which she had 
incurred, a per capita tax of fifty cents was placed 
upon passengers over that road, or one fifth of the 
pros receipts of the road went to the State as a 

onus. The charge which was made, therefore, 
of fifty cents, which goes into the State treasury, 
is one from which it is not within the compass 
|| of the company to relieve themselves; and they 
ought not to be blamed, as they have been by my 
friend from Wisconsin, and others, for the charge 
| whieh is supposed to be exorbitant. 
| Bat state again, the rejection of the amend- 
| mentof the House will give to a private corporator, 
| instead of to a company that has already done so 
| much, the exclusive right of making the connec- 
| tion between the Baltimore and Ohio. railroad at 
t 
| 
| 
I 
| 


provement in the South. I was in favor of au- 
thorizing this individual to make this road, and I 
do not care (if it does not interfere with the conveni- 
ence of the people of Washington, which is pro- 
tected by the amendment absolutely, by requiring 
i the authority of the corporation before it can be 
| made) how many railroads are built here. The 
| more that are made the better, if they do not in- 
| terfere with private interests. This is the first 
: time in the legislation of the country that I have 
j ever heard of excluding from a participation in 
i such a benefit a company which has gone to all 
! the expense of making an extended connection 
i! between the seat of Government and other places, 
į and also to the Virginia companies going south, 
‘ because you want to give the exclusive privilege 
Í to an individual. My. President, I do hope that 
>a sense cf common justice will induce the Senate 
|: to concur in this amendment. If they do not pre- 
i: fer to concur in it, and there be doubt about the 

policy of it, let them reject the whole bill. In the 
| present position of things, as { said before, there 
| is no immediate necessity for its passage. We 


| a point. 


the East, and the Virginia works of internal im- |; 


l The Senator says it 
is a chartered company—chartered through Mr. 
French and somebody else, who are. associated 
with him in making this road. You are then. to 
give to a new and independent company, which 
has expended no money and made no improve- 
ment, the exclusive patronage of making a con- 
nection between roads which have expended mil- 
lions for the convenience of the country, induced, 
I admit, by a sense of what is necessary for their 
own profit. Virginia has spent, and is spending, 
some $15,000,000 or $20,000,000 on roads. Many 
of these roads concentrate here. The Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad has spent some $15,000,000 or 
$20,000,000,. by which: communication between 
the seat of Government and the far West, and 
between the seat of Government and New York 


‘and other places, has been established. Jask, can 


any one announce any principle whya new com- 
pany should be incorporated to make this com- 
munication, instead of allowing a company which 
has been long incorporated, and spent so much 
money, to do it for themselves? The object. is to 
connect the southern roads with the northern 
roads. Let the Virginia and Maryland roads do 
it. Lknow,at least | am notified by the directors 
of the Virginia roads, that they are altogether 
opposed to putting this into the hands of a private 
individual. I hope, therefore, if the amendment 
be wrong in any particular, the Senate will alter 
it and send it back to the House; but do not let 
us, by hasty legislation, do injustice to those per- 
sons who have spent so much capital in producing 
the benefits which have resulted from this con- 
nection with the seat of Government. 

Mr. RUSK. I shall say but a very few words 
upon this subject, for I know that time is very im- 
portant. The original bill which passed the Sen- 
ate, passed under very strong guards. It had un~ 
dergone the thorough investigation of a committee. 
One of the strongest oppositions which it met with 
when it was introduced and proposed that the rail- 
road should eross the river at the Long Bridge, 
and one of the most difficult to overcome, and 
which, unless the objectionable provision had been 
stricken out, would have prevented the passage of 
the bill, was, that it would obstruct the navigation 
of the river. Now, here is a privilege in the 
amendment to the same effect, accorded to the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad. 

Mr. PRATT. My friend is mistaken. I do 
not desire himto fight shadows while he is arguing 
This road is to strike the eastern branch 
of the Potomac above navigation. 

Mr. RUSK. The original bill, as it will be 
well remembered by Senators, had many of its 
provisions, which were regarded as too liberal, 
stricken out, and it was restricted. It was re- 
stricted with regard to the avenue. No private 
property was allowed to be gone through at all. 
The Senator from Maryland is mistaken in sup- 


| posing that it is for the benefit of private individ- 


uals. The bill proposed that an incorporated 
company should do the work. There is also in- 
corporated by the Legislature of Virginia a com- 
pany for the other side of the Potomac. Buthere 
ig an amendment sprung upon us to give to an 
incorporated company, the Baltimore and Ohio 


| railroad, the.privilege of going through the streets; 


and if they can get the consent of the corporation 
of condemning and using private property; and if 
they can get the consent of the President of the 
United States, of going through any of your rè- 
served grounds. This I ought to investigate before 
I agree to grant such privileges. Tt would be wrong 
to encourage two rival companies within three or 
four miles of each other, because both would be 
broken down, and we should not get the connec- 
tion which is so desirable to the public. But if it 
were desirable that we should have two roads 
within two or three miles of each other, who in 
the Senate is prepared to give the privilege to the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, when we 
do not know anything about the provisions of its 
charter? If there were no other objections, I 
should vote against it on that ground. The ori- 


| ginal bill which went from the Senate received. the 


carefal examination of a committee, underwent a 


lengthy discussion in the Senate, and was adopted 


1998 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


July 29, 


on mature deliberation; but this amendment is 
sprung upon us, and it proposes to give to another 
company a great deal more extended privileges 
than the bill originally proposed to give to the 
other company. aie es 

Mr. BROWN. This bill is taking up all the 
morning ‘hour, We have very little time to de- 
bate a bill’of this sort, and, therefore, I move that 
it lie on the table. : i 

Mr. TOUCEY. ‘I hope the motion to lay the 
bill upon the table will not be agreed to. ; 
Mr. BROWN. We cannot get a vote upon 
the bill, 1f the Senate would consent to. come to 
a vote, L would withdraw my motion; but really 
we ought.not to consume the time with its dis- 
cussion...” , 5 
- Mr. BADGER.: In effect it would only be 
postponing the bill,to the next session, We have 
no time to consider it now. aoe 

Mr. PRATT called for. the yeas and ‘nays on 
the motion, and they were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 14, nays 28; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Bell, i 


Benjamin, Brown, Cass, Chase, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, 
Slidell, and Stuart-—14. 

NAYS-— Messrs. Bright, Buter, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge 
of Wiscousin, Dodge of Iowa, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of 
Tennessee, Mason, Morton, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Sew- 
ard, Sumver, ‘Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Toucey, 
Wade, Walker, and Weller—28, 4 k 


So the motion to lie on the table was rejected. 


` Mr. MASON, I wish to say a single word in 
reference to the State of Virginia, which I repre- 
sent here. My impressions are favorable to the 
railroads proposed to be benefited. Both propo- 
sitions are that this road shall be done by private 
companies, and by those companies alone; and 
my. disposition would be, wherever the public in- 
terest would admit it, to give to.those companies 
the largest liberty to construct ways for the pub- 
liċ convenience. But I do not know how far the 
interest of the State which I represent may be 
affected by terminating the railroad at the point 
proposed by the amendment. I shall, therefore, 
vote against the amendment, with the knowledge, 
that although the Baltimore and Ohio company 
hag been operating their road for twenty years, 
this plan did not occur to them until an apparent 
rival interest started up in Virginia to make a rail- 
road to cross the Potomac ata different point. I 
shall therefore vote against the amendment. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Tam opposed ‘to this amend- 
ment in toto. “1 am in favor of the legislation 
which has already taken place on the part of the 
Senate. {think it is due to the people of this Dis- 
triet, both the inhabitants of Washington and the 
inhabitants of Georgetown, that the Senate should 
adhere to the bill as they passed it before. I ask 
a moment’s attention. After we had provided 
that there should bea railroad from Alexandria 
by way of Georgetown, without interfering with 
the navigation of the river, to connect with the 
Baltimore road at this depot, the Baltimore and 
Ohio company steps in and proposes to extend a 
branch to the east of this Capital, opposite to 
Alexandria, by which they will have the power 
of carrying all the freight'and all the passengers 
down to a point upon the Potomac, opposite Alex- 
andria, and thus break up the legislation which 
was intended by the Senate, and which was in- 
tended in Virginia, I hold that it is due to the 

eople of this District, as well as to the people of 
Viesinia, that the railroad from Alexandria, by 
way of Georgetown to the depot ‘in this city, 
should be carried out, and that we should not in- 
corporate into the bill an amendment that will de- 
feat it. 

Sir, I am in favor of that road for two or three 
considerations. In the first place, itis the shortest 
way, and by the route which is proposed by the 
bill as it passed the Senate, passengers can come 
from Alexandria to the depot in a shorter time than 
they can by any other way, because they are not 
interrupted by the passage of any ferry which re- 
quires slow movement. According to the cele- 
brated engineer whose report has been laid on our 
tables, it is the shortest route in point of time. In 
the second place, itis due to the citizens of George- 
town. They are entitled to the accommodation 
of thisroad. Cars passing through to the south 
by way of Georgetown can take passage there, 
and can connect with the northern roads by that 
route in less time than by any other, according to 


j 


the report of the engineer. Tam also in favor of 
it, because I desire to get rid of any obstruction 
in the river below Georgetown. Whether there 
will be a bridge across that river in any place, 
either below or here, whether it will. ultimately 
lead to oneor not, [do not know. I say I am 
utterly opposed to it. [think it is due to the citi- 
zens of Georgetown that the river should be kept 
open. I am opposed ‘to closing up these great 
channels of communication which the God of na- 


ture has opened. I say they have a right to have. 


the channel kept open, and not have it obstructed. 

“Mr: PEARCE. `I ask the Senator from Con- 
necticut whether the amendment provides for a 
bridge across the Potomac? 

Mr. TOUCEY. li does not; but I suggest that 
it will probably lead to a bridge there. 

“Mr. COOPER. If the Senator from Connecti- 
cut will'allow me, I will state a fact that will for- 
tify his views. The bill, as it passed the Senate, 
F am told by an authority that 1 will vouch for, 
was satisfactory to the Councils both of Washing- 
ton and Georgetown, and they are opposed to the 
amendment. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Ihave the same information. 
I understand that the bill, as it passed the Senate, 
is satisfactory to the inhabitants:of Georgetown 
and Washiligton, and I say that we, the exclusive 


| Legislature of this District, are bound to look to the 


interests of our constituents, the inhabitants in the 
District; and I am unwilling to allow thiscompany, 
that already hasa road in the North, to step in 
merely for the purpose of interrupting the com- 
munication that is proposed in that bill. I consider 
the bill, which has already passed the Senate, as 
the only means that will ever clear out the obstruc- 
tions of this river, and give to the citizens of 
Georgetown their rights—their equitable rights; 


| and it will relieve the inhabitants of Washington 


from the obstruction in the river that already ex- 
ists, and which, in my judgement, and I think in 
the judgment of every prudent man, is prejudicial 
to the health of the city. I say that upon every 
consideration we ought to oppose this amendment 
and adhere to the bill as it passed the Senate, and 
the House of Representatives will probably ap- 
prove of it. 

Mr. DAWSON. It is a great mistake on the 
part of the Senator from Connecticut to suppose 
that the city of Georgetown alone is interested in 
this matter. 

Mr. TOUCEY., I do not suppose it. 

Mr. DAWSON. They have scarcely any iñ- 
terest in itat all. Here is a disconnection from 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad depot to Alexan- 
dria. The question is, how we shall make up 
that want of connection. A proposition came 
before this body asking us to sanction the laying 
of a road across the Long Bridge to connect with 
the Baltimore depot. The city of Georgetown 
interposed, and said that it would lead to the per- 
manent location of the Long Bridge, and thereby 
damage the navigation of the river, and increase 
sickness in the city of Georgetown, and be a gross 
detriment to it. Then, without any application or 
investigation, we granted the right to a railroad 
upon the opposite bank, on the Virginia side, to 
above the heights of Georgetown, and around the 
heights to the railroad depot for Baltimore. Now, 


| sir, look at that route, and 1 beg any southern 


man to look at it, and ‘say whether we are going 
to submit ourselves to such an inconvenience? 
When you get here to start down South, directly 


| in an opposite direction you turn North, and go 


around the heights of Georgetown for four miles to 
go to “Alexandria. That was done by way of an 
amendment to the bill, which passed to carry us 
directly over the Long Bridge. — 

When the bill was before us on a former occa- 
sia, Mr. President, { told you that the southern 
railroad and the northern railroad companies were 
ali exceedingly anxious to close up this discon- 
nection. After this arrangement is made to carry 
aroad around Georgetown and across the river 
above the Falls, the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
claim that they can carry their road directly down 
to the southern branch of the Potomac, and then 
across to the city of Alexandria, which would be 
in a direct line, and four milesshorter, than around 
Georgetown. Now, are we not entitled to it? 
W here is the objection to it? The Senator from 
Connecticut says that it will deprive the compan 


| that is already established of a vested right. Sir, it 


has no vested right whatever. 


Mr. TOUCEY. 1 did not say so. 
“Mr. DAWSON. What kind of a road did you 
say? . 
Mr. TOUCEY. fstated that a company was 
already organized in Virginia. They propose to 
connect, by the shortest road in point of time, by 
way of Georgetown. It isacceptable to the people 
of Georgetown and to the people of Washington, 
as l understand; and it will close up this gap with- 
out needing a ferry, in winter as well as in sum- 

mer, to cross the river. 7 

Mr. DAWSON. In the first place, there is no 
cémpany incorporated in Virginia to carry the 
road up by Georgetown; none at all. They can- 
not cut a foot of land there until the Virginia Le- 
‘gislature meets and grants the charter. It is alla 
mistake about their having a charter for,that. It 
has yet to be obtained from the State of Virginia. 

Mr. TOUCEY. It has to be modified. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Georgia is 
mistaken, I havea certified copy of the charter 
in my hand. ; 

Mr. DAWSON. To where does it give the 
company the right to run the road? - 

Mr. PRATT. To the Long Bridge. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Notatall, I will read from 
the charter, of which I have a certified gopy. 

“Then from the city of Alexandria, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, to the city of Washington, in the District of Colum- 


bia, crossing the Potomac atsome eligible point between 
the two cities.” 


Mr. DAWSON. Yes, sir, that was intended 
to be up to the Long Bridge. Well, now, Mr. 
President, what do we propose to do here? We 
propose to make two roads, one almost four mites 
nearer than the other, down to Alexandria in a 
direct southern line. You propose to make one 
four miles further by a circuitous route. You say 
you want no bridge across the Potomac. We do 
not want a bridge across that river. ‚Wedo not 
propose to make any obstruction.: We propose 
to have a ferry boat there similar to the one on 
the Susquehanna, which passes on the great route 
to New York. Whereis the harm in that? I 
canng see that there is a single ground for oppo- 
sitio i, especially when it is desired by all the 
compant@ north and south. The railroad com- 
pany of Maryland has the right to run directly 
opposite to Alexandria, and the only thing to be 
done is to connect with Alexandria. That will then 
give a direct route to the south, and a direct route 
to thenorth. Ihope, Mr. President, that for the 
convenience of the country, the whole country, 
we shall have the opportunity of making a road 
on a direct line by a practicable route, and not be 
driven to the necessity of going around the hills 
of Georgetown. It is important to the South, and 
important to the traveling interest. : 

Mr. RUSK. I desire to ask the Senator a 
question. He says the distance is four miles 
greater by way of Georgetown. How far could 
he travel on a railroad during the time it would 
take him to change from the cars to the ferry boat 
and cross the river? 

Mr. DAWSON. I cannot state anything in 
relation to that.) [do not know even the practi- 
cability of the route. Ido not know whether a 
bridge will be built. All I know is this: that a 
railroad succeeds best when made in a line to go 
direct‘from point to point; and any temporary 
obstruction or passing a water course is no justi- 
fication for turning around and going a longer 
distance. 

Mr. BAYARD. There is one objection to this 
amendment, which will render it impossible that 
1 should vote for it. The Senate passed a bill 
authorizing the Washington and Alexandria Rail- 
road Company to construct a railroad between the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad depot, stationed in 
this city, and that of the Virginia Railroad Com- 
pany, stationed in Alexandria. That bill having 
passed the Senate, was sent to the House, and it 
comes back with an amendment from the House, 
which authorizes the construction of a road fora 
similar purpose—a rival road by a different route 
between the same points.. Now, sir, E have no 
evidence that the convenience of the traveling 
public requires the construction of two roads, 
and I do not believe it would be practicing good 
faith or sound legislation to give to these two 
companies the privilege of cutting each other's 
throats for the purpose of benefiting the traveling 
community. Ido not think it is proper to give 
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two or three companies the same rights for simi- į 
lar purposes, when one line is sufficient. 


you destroy the original act, and destroy it beyond ; 
the possibility of a doubt of its ever being within 
the bounds of a sound speculation. It is impos- | 
sible to suppose, if you give the privilege to this 

reat company, who have a connection North and ` 

Vest, witha large capital, of making a connection | 
with the South also, that the other small company | 
can ever attempt to compete with them. The | 
mere fact of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad | 
having control of the connection with their own | 
depot will throw greater advantages in favor of | 
their own branch line, and will render it impos- | 
sible for the other road to gain any of the advant- 
ages of such a connection. 
be folly for them even to construct their road, 
and they would be obliged to abandon it. All! 
that is authorized in the original bill would be | 
abandoned. You give the city the controlling | 
power; and when you take into consideration the | 
relative positions of the two railroad companies, | 
you will find that we literally destroy the grant | 
made by the bill which passed the Senate in the 
first instance. At least that is the effect of it, in 
my judgment, and, therefore, I shall vote against | 
it, i 

Mr. PEARCE. If it is so, if that is the fact, | 
then it seems to be perfectly clear that the road | 
proposed to be authorized to the point opposite | 
Alexandria must furnish greater facilities than 
the road proposed to be made to Alexandria, į 
around by Georgetown. The road to which the 
Senator objects, that it would destrov the con- 
struction of the other road, would offer greater 
facilities. 


Now, sir, this bill was asked for at first, to al- |! 


low the Virginia railroad to cross at the Long 
Bridge. I voted for that, becanse I believed they 
would never’ be able to execute the road which 
we have allowed them to make by the original 
bill. That road would run a course of about ten | 
miles, to cross the Potomac river. They are not 
to cross lower down than the aqueduct. The 

never can cross at that aqueduct, I am satjsfied. 
There is no room for them; and they vgll"hever 
have the cupital to make a separate bridge for 
themselves beyond that, F believe if the bill re- | 
mains as it is, we shall never have any road con- | 
structed at all. But we passed the bill, and the 
House, with great liberality, has authorized the | 
construction of a branch road from the Baltimore | 
and Washington railroad to a point opposite 
Alexandria. It does seem to me that that is lia- | 
ble to no objection. lt is not injurious to the 
city of Washington. And if the authorities of 
Georgetown and Washington are opposed to it, 
they are so without any justifying reasons, It 
will farnish the traveling community all the ad- 
vantages which they desire, and it will not dimin- 
ish the advantages which the city of Washington 
would derive from the other company. They 
have a depot here, and it will remain here. There 
is not a solitary reason, that | can perceive, why 
the two cities should be opposed to it. In point 
of time, l believe there is scarcely any difference | 
between the two roads. Ht will be at least four | 
or five miles longer in going by the Georgetown 
road than by the Baltimore and Ohio road. It 
will occupy about twelve minutes to go that dis- 
tance, and it will take but little more time to cross | 


the Potomac in a.steamboat, constructed as the | 


steamboats are on the Susquehanna. 

As to a bridge over the river at Alexandria, the 
argument drawn from that is entirely fallacious. 
We have the control of the matter in our hands. 
Maryland and Virginia must unite with it, They | 
cross the Susquehanna, I think, in about fifteen | 
minutes when there is no obstruction; and all the 
ice in that river furnishes very little obstruction, | 
except at periods when there is a rise in the river 
and the ice is forced upon the flats. Then, in- 
deed, there is a difficulty, and it is that difficulty 
which has induced Maryland to authorize the 
construction of a bridge there. Here there will 
be no need for it. I do not know the exact point 
to which this road is to come, but the Baltimore 
and Washington railroad company already have 
the right, under their charter, to carry the road to | 
the Potomac river. What they wantis authority | 
to make it outside of the State limits. Surely this | 
is no great boon to a company which is the pio- | 
neer of these railroads, and which has expended 


| 
i 
Therefore it would |; 
| 
| 


t N 1 i ii which every body must admit to be very desirable | 
It is very evident, if you pass this amendment, `! 


È 


l! coming to a conclusion on it than when we began. | 


$ 
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company. I think the plan which allows two 
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enormous sums of money in furnishing facilities, 


and all important. No objection can be raised as 
to its being a monopoly. This proposes compe- | 
tition. You want to givea monopoly to the other | 


roads to be made is vastly more liberal. 
Mr. STUART. This bill has already occupied 
an hour. I do not see that we are any nearer 


As it is very important that we should proceed 
with the consideration of the river and harbor | 
| 


consideration of this subject until Monday. 

Mr. BRIGHT. l hope the Senator will with- 
draw that motion, and give us an opportunity to į 
dispose of the bill, 

Mr. BROWN. Let us have the vote now. 

Mr. HUNTER. If we could get a vote on it 
it would be very desirable. i 

Mr. BRIGHT. i should like to make a short 
speech in reply to the Senator from Maryland. 

Several SENATORS. Oh, no. | 

Mr. BRIGHT. But I will forego that if we | 
can have a vote. 

Mr. STUART. 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. PRATT called for the yeas and nays on 
concurring in the House amendment, and they 
were ordered; and being- taken, were—yeas 7, 
nays 41; as follows: i 

YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Dawson, Geyer, Jones of |; 
Tennessee, Morton, Pearce, and Pratt—7. t 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bay- il 

Chase, Cooper, | 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Evans, Fessenden, | 
Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, ; 
James, Mallory, Mason, Norris, Pettit, Rockwell, Rusk, | 
Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Thomp 
son of Kentucky, Toucey, Wade, Walker, and Weller— 
4l. : 


So the amendment was not concurred in. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the Senate pro- 
a to the consideration of the river and. harbor 

iH. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. BADGER 
in the chair.) The Chair will ask permission of 
the Senate to dispose of various bills which have 
come from the House. 

Various House bills were then read twice, and 
referred to committees, as stated in a previous part 
of this report, for the convenience of classifica- 
tion. 


If the Senate will vote, I 


PHINEAS M. NIGHTINGALE, | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
bill for the relief of Phineas M. Nightingale, ad- | 
ministrator of General Nathaniel Greene, deceased, 
has been returned from the [louse with an amend- 
ment, | 

Mr. BROWN. The amendment proposes to 
reduce the principal sum to be paid $1,000, it 
being ascertained that the estimate of the Senate 
was too large. It is entirely satisfactory, and I 
hope it will be concurred in. 

‘The amendment was concurred in. 


GEORGE MORRELL AND OTHERS. f 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senate bill to 
provide compensation for the services of George | 
Morrell, in adjusting titles to land in Michigan, | 
has also been returned from the House, with | 
amendments. 

The amendments of the House were to add the 
names William Woodbridgeand Henry Chipman, 
and to correct the phraseology of the bill by sub- 
stituting plural pronouns for singular, so as to 
make it apply to the three parties. 

Mr. STUART. I hope the amendments will be 
concurred in. 

They were concurred in. 

JOHN CHARLES FREMONT. 

The bill from the House, authorizing the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury to pay John Charles F'rē- | 
mont for beef furnished to the California Indians, | 
was read twice by its title. | 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I hope the Senate will, 
consider the bill now. 
i 
t 
i 
| 


Mr. RUSK. lt has been investigated by the | 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN. [hope it will be acted upon now. 
It has been thoroughly investigated by the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. | 


LOBE. 


i shipmen.in the United States Navy, 
| twice by its title. 


i| sideration now. 


Mr. CASS. It is a very hard case, and the l 
payment is justly due. 


Mr. RUSK. The Committee on Indian Afairs 
have investigated the subject on information com- 
municated by the Department of the Interior, and 
had determined to move an amendment exactly 
similar to the Army appropriatiorr bill. ; 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill as in 
Committee of the Whole. ° i 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay $183,825 with interest from the Ist of 
June, 1851, at the rate of ten per cent. perannum, 
to John. Charles Frémont in full of -his account 
for beef delivered to Commissioner Barbour, for 
the.use of the Indians in California in 1851-52: 

Mr. HOUSTON. Hasany motion been made 
to refer this biH? Ought it not to be referred? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No motion has 


‘| been made to refer it. 


Mr. EVANS. Why is interest allowed at the 
rate of ten per cent,? That is the only objection 
L have to the bill. If there isany reason for that, 
I shall vote for it, otherwise, I cannot. 

Mr. RUSK. The reason is this: The money 
raised by Colonel Frémont for the purpose of 
purchasing these supplies, was had ata very ex- 
orbitant interest, much greater than is proposed 
to be paidin the bill. dit was three per cent. a 
month, [ believe. [do not know what itwas ex- 
actly, but it was avery exorbitant rate of inter- 
est. ‘ 

Mr. WELLER. Ten per ce 
rate of interest in California.” _ 

Mr. EVANS. I amsatisfied. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


BUCKNER AND CROSBY. 


House bill ‘ for the settlement of the claims of 
W. P. Buckner and Pearce Crosby, passed mid- 
” was read 


nt. is the legal 


Mr. MALLORY. That bill is to authorize the 
payment of a share of prize money. It is to 
authorize the. Treasury Department to pay two 
junior officers, midshipmen, for a capture durin 
the Mexican war. There is no objection to it. i 
am authorized by the committee to ask for itscon- 
It is simply to authorize the 
payment of a small sum which is remaining in 
the Treasury for distribution. 

The Senate proceeded to consi 
Committee of the Whole. 

No amendment being proposed, it was reported 
to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, read a 


der the bill as in 


i| third time, and passed, 


FRANCIS M. GWIN. 


The joint resolution from the House, giving one 
hundred and sixty acres of land to Francis M. 
Gwin, of Indiana, was read a first and second time 
by its title, 

Mr. PETTIT. Ihope that this joint resolution 
will be put upon its passage now. It is a plain 
case, and one of. very. great merit. It is for the 
benefit of a. young man who went into the Mexi- 
can war, was too young to be enlisted, but fought 
through all the battles. The object is to give him 
one hundred and sixty acres of land. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The facts in the case are as 
stated by my colleague. I hope there will be no 
objection to it. 

The joint resolution was reported to. the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 


| read a third time, and passed. 


JOHN A. BRYAN. 


The joint resolition from the FIousé of Repre- 
sentatives for the relief of John A. Bryan, was 
read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. WELLER. I ask that that may be dis- 
posed of now, The claim, I believe, has passed 
both Houses of Congress three or four times, but 
it has never passed both Houses at the same Con- 

ress. 
s Mr. WALKER. I hope it will be acted on. 
The.bill was considered as in Committee of ths 
Whole. A 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 
receive proof of the number of days that John 
A. Bryan was engaged in the discharge of duties 
as commissioner to make and carry into effect a 
treaty with the Wyandotte Indians, for which pur- ` 
pose he was appointed by the Secretary of War 
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on the 19th of. April, 1836, and to pay him eight 
dollars per day, deducting any amount which he 
may have heretofore received. aN : 

The bill wag reported to the Senate. without 
amendment, ordered to. a third reading,- read a 
third timeyand passed. = =) oe) 8, 

SEE WILLIAM G. SMITH. : 

‘House bill for the’ relief of William: G. Smith 
was read twice’ by its title. á : 
‘Mr: JAMES. I ask for the passage of: that 
bill now, ` par 

: . The Senate accordingly proceeded to consider 
the bill as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay $500 to William G. Smith for 
recapturing a vessel in the war of 1812, together 
with’a midshipman and four seamen in the British. 
navy; which persons were delivered to Commo- 
dorë Perry at Newport, Rhode Island. 

No amendment being made, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


LOUISIANA LAND CLAIMS. 

The bill from the House of Representatives to 
revive an act,approved March 3, 1823, and an 
act approved May 26, 1824, supplemental thereto, 
in reference to the Rio Hondo claims to land in 
Louisiana, was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I hope the Senate will pro- 
ceed to the consideration of that bill now. It 
simply extends the time for the investigation of 
the claims. 

The bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to revive for the space of two years, 
from its promulgation, the acts severally approved 
March 3, 1823, for the examination of titles. to 
land in that part of the State of Michigan situated 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers, and 
May 26, 1854, and to direct that the register and 
receiver at Nacogdoches shall severally receive as 
full compensation for the duties required of them 
by the acts revived, the sum of fifty dollars, when- 
ever they shall have finished the business required 
of them, and forwarded their report to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 

he bill was reported to the Senate without 
_ amendment, ordered to a third reading, read:a 
third time, and passed. 


: _. ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McK ean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
towing enrolled bills: 

. An act for the relief of Lewis E. Simonds; and 

An act. authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay John Charles Frémont for beef far- 
nished to the California Indians. : 

Which were thereupon signed by the President 
pro. tempore. 

a RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. [ask by general consent that 
& private bill reported from the Committee on 
Claims, for the relief of Daniel Steenrod, may be 
taken up. If it gives rise to debate, I will be willing 
to let it go over, . 

Mr. SLIDELL. There are a great number of 
bills in precisely a simildr situation which hate 
come from the Efouse, and been reported from th 
Committee on Private Land Claims. ` 
. Mr. PETTIT. We had better take üp the 
whole Private Calendar. ; 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senators have just disè 
posed of one of their own bills. 

Mr.STUART. I hope the Senate will proceed 
to the consideration of the river and harbor bill. 
I believe my motion is pending. 

Mr. MASON. I feel it to be my duty agnin to 
ask the Senate to go into Executive session in 

reference to taking up the river and harbor bill. 

need not assign the reasons to show that thereis 
a pressing necessity for the discharge of Executive 
business. The Senate are aware of them. I[ap- 

rehend we cannot take a vote on this river and 

arbor bill, I think there is business of more 
importance in Executivesession, and I hope, there- 
fore, the Senate will not take up the bill, but will 
go into Executive session. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am satisfied that time will 
be saved by permitting me to take up Senate bill 
No. 434 (providing for taking charge of the Lou- 
isville and Portland canal, and to prevent the same 


= 


from falling into bad repair,) before we proceed 
with the consideration of the river and harbor bill. 
Itis merely to give to the President power to take 
charge of this work until Congress shall legislate 
on the subject. 
“Mr. WALKER, It is in the river and harbor 

bill. ` 

Mr. BRIGHT. I know it is; but I wish to 
strike it out of the river and harbor bill, and have 
it acted upon independently. The bill contains 
one section, and I apprehend there will be no ob- 
jection to it. f . 

Mr. MASON. I certainly should object to giv- 
ing the President charge of any internal improve- 
ment in the world. : 

Mr. STUART. I wish to press my motion to 
take up the river and harbor bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChairhas 
no control over the Senate. ‘The motion is a de- 
batable one. 

Mr. STUART. I am aware of that. 
the question will be taken. 

Mr. Sruarr’s motion was agreed to; and the 


I hope 


‘Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed 


the consideration of the bill makin appropriations 
for the repair, preservation, and completion of 
certain public works heretofore commenced under 
the authority of law. i 

Several hours were consumed in the considera- 
tion of this bill, and without disposing of it, the 
Senate adjourned. 

[The debate on the bill will be found in the Ap- 
pendix.] . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, July 29, 1854. 

The House met at 11 0’clock,a. m, 
Rev. Henry SLICER. 

: READING OF THE JOURNAL. 

Mr. STRATTON. I hope that, by unanimous 
consent of the House, the reading of the Journal 
of yesterday will be dispensed with. 

Mr. PECK. I object. 

Mr. MILLSON. There never was an occasion 
when it was more necessary that the Journal should 
be read. The House yesterday passed a batch of 
bills without ever having the titles of them read. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the Journal. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

TheSPEAKER. The business frst in order is 
the proposition to discharge the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads from the further con- 
sideration of certain memorials which were sub- 
mitted the other day by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Jonzs,} and to refer them to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 

Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege, as to the correction of the Journal. From 
my hearing of the Journal as ithas been just read, 
1 observe that the bill ‘for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Major Caleb:Swan, deceased, 
is reported as having passed the House yesterday. 
That bill.could not have passed the House; and 
it is necessary that l should explain to this body 
why it is that it could not have passed. ; 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
will permit me, I will explain the matter. 

Mr. MILLSON. With pleasure. 

_.Mr. JONES. When we first took up the Private 
Calendar yesterday in Committee of the Whole 
House, the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Foruen] 
proposed to withdraw the objection which he ha 
made on the preceding Friday to the bill of the 
Senate, No. 33—the Swan case. I then objected 
to going back, or rather [ stated that we could not 
go back on the Calendar; and it was held by the 
chairman of the committee that,without unanimous 
consent, we could not, and the bill was accordingly 
not taken up. We went through the remainder 
of the Calendar, commencing where we left off last 
week; and, if I recollect aright, after we had gone 
through the bills, the gentleman from Maine again 
rose and asked to withdraw his objection. To 
that request there was no objection, [ believe. 

Mr. MILLSON. That is what I was about to 


Prayer by 


state to the House; but the gentleman is mistaken | 


as to the facts. When the gentleman from Maine, 
near the close of the session, came forward and 
proposed to withdraw his objection to the bill for 
the relief of the heirs of Caleb Swan, deceased, I 


rose in my place and distinctly said, “ I object to 
the withdrawal of it.” I spoke so loudly, and so 
earnestly, perhaps, that several of my colleagues 
rushed to me, and insisted that I should not ob- 
ject, and that I should withdraw the objection, 
which I declined to do. My objection was in- 
sisted upon,and [ would have objected originally, 
if the gentleman from Maine had not done so. 
_ Afterwards, the chairman of a Committee of 
the Whole. House made a report to the House 
without indicating any particular bills, which the 
Committee of the Whole had ordered to be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that they'do pass. After the report of 
the chairman of the committee was made, the 
entleman from Tennessee made a motion, which 
then regatded as somewhat extraordinary, that 
the House should concur in the whole report 
of the committee, and the bills were then acted 
upon, without having the title of any one of them 
read. But the consent of the House to the pas- 
sage of the bills, reported from the committee, 
only applied, of course, to, such bills as the com- 
mittee had agreed to recommend. The committee 
could not have recommended the passage of a bill 
to which 1 objected. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would say, that 
he is informed by. the Clerk, that his recollection 
is very clear that the gentleman from Maine made 
two efforts to withdraw his objection, and on the 
second occasion, he was allowed to do so by the 
unanimous. consent of the committee, and so the 
Clerk has recorded it. 

Mr. MILLSON. It was just before the ad- 
journment of the House, for I was here until the 
adjournment, and among the last to quit the 
Hall. J was near the Clerk’s desk, and the 
gentleman from Maine came down and desired to 
withdraw his objection to a certain bill. I asked 
for the title of the bill. It was given, and I then 
said I objected. My colleague here, (Mr. Favix- 
ner,}and my colleague behind me, [Mr. Suirn,] 
came up, and urged meto withdraw the objection, 

Mr. FAULKNER. I was standing near my 
colleague, and heard him object to that bill. 

Mẹ® HENDRICKS. I rise to a question of 


order. * 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is upon the floor upon a question of order. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. It is in reference to’ the 
same question that I desire to saya word. I was 
going to say that the House can know nothing 
In reference to the action of a Committee of the 
Whole House, except what is reported. by the 
chairman, and what appears upon the Journal; 
and I do not think it competent for the ELouse to 
correct, the Journal in reference to what took place 
in committee. f 

The SPEAKER. The Chair takes it for granted, 
however, that the House must, in some way or 
other, have the power to correct the irregularities 
and errors of the Committee of the Whole. But, 
in what precise form the case may be reached, the 
Chair cannot, at this moment, state. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I will say to the House 
that I was standing near. my colleague when he 
objected to the bill for the relief of Caleb Swan’s 
heirs. I was, at the time, near my colleague. I 
heard him make the objection, though not, as I 
think, in a very loud voice. I thought, at the 
time, that the objection came rather late. In this 
I may be mistaken. I immediately commenced 
conversation with my colleague, for the purpose 
of satisfying him that he was in error in making 
the objection. That colloquy between us lasted 
for some five or ten minutes. 

Mr. MILLSON. I will state that I made the 
objection immediately when the gentleman from 
Maine proposed to withdraw it. My colleague 
from the Fauquier district [Mr. Smrru] was near 
me at the time. : 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, took the floor. 

Mr. ORR. Ts the question debatable? 

The SPEAKER. Explanations are in order. 

Mr. SMITH. Iwas going to state that this 
particular bill has attracted a good deal of atten- 
tion in the House, not on account of ‘the amount 
involved for it seems that is small, but because of 
the peculiar hardship of the case. I confess that 
having become acquainted with the circumstances 
of the case, I participated very strongly in that 
feeling, not from the fact of having’ any personal 
or representative interest in it, for I had neither, 
but simply as an act of justice, : 


At the time when my colleague from the Nor- || 
folk district [Mr. Mitison] made the objection, I 
was standing near him, having approached him | 
for the same purpose that my colleague from the 
eighth district [Mr. Fautxner] has stated, both of 
us, I am sure, with the kindest intentions, to in- 
duce him to withdraw his objection. While thus 
engaged, the gentleman from. Maine proposed to 
withdraw his objection, My colleague [Mr. 
Miruson] objected, but the objection was not 
heard by the chairman, and the bill was laid aside, 
reported to the House, and passed. That is the || 
history of the whole transaction. The whole ;, 
question comes to this: The chairman did not | 
hear the objection, and the bill was therefore laid || 
aside. He did not hear it, and, therefore, it was |! 
the same, it seems to me, as if no objection had | 
been made. The case is similar toa case yester- |! 
day, when I objected, and the objection was not 
recognized, with the exception that there were j 
much more offensive and obnoxious circumstances | 
in my case than in this. 

Mr. ENGLISH. As chairman of a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House yesterday, I desire to į 
say, that I have no recollection whatever of the || 
action upon this particular bill. The memoran- | 
dum which I kept during the progress of business | 
in committee I handed to a reporter for the Con- | 
gressional Globe. I have no exact recollection of | 
what oecurred in the committee yesterday, and j 
have, unfortunately, no other paper now to which 
I can refer. 

Mr. MILLSON. My statement to the House 
was, that when the gentleman from Maine with- || 
drew his objection, I inquired what bill it was? || 
The name was given, and I then said in an audible || 
tone “I object.” This is my statement to the || 
House; and although I referred to my two col- 
leagues, yet while I have no desire to intimate that || 
their concurrent statement would not fortify any 
statement I might make, I take occasion to say 
that I did not refer to them because I deemed that 
it was necessary to fortify my statement by their 
attestation. I referred to them simply to show 
that, as they cametome,ispokeaudibly. It was 
with no other view I referred to my colleagues. 

Mr.SMITH. I will say that my colleague was 
standing here, where the gentleman from Maine 
{Mr. FuLLeER] is now sitting. My colleague from 
the eighth district [Mr. Fautxner] was about 
three steps from him. I, myself, was within two || 


or three steps. We might have heard the objec- ' 
tion, as we did; but the Chair might not have | 
heard it, as he did not. There is no doubt about | 
that. í j 

Mr. MILLSON. I have simply risen, Mr. | 
Speaker, to a correction of the Journal. F have | 
stated that I objected to the bill. I did not require |; 
the indorsement of either of my colleagues to my | 
statement. IfI required any, there are a number |: 
of gentlemen here who also heard me make objec- | 
tion. My reference to my colleagues was merely | 
to show, that as they cameto urge me to withdraw | 
my objection, they could have hardly supposed | 
that the objection was too late. If they had sup- | 
posed that it was too late, they could have hardly | 
imagined a necessity for its withdrawal. And to | 
show, also, that, as they heard me, | spoke loud | 
enough—as loud as it was my duty to speak under | 
the circumstances. | 

Now, if the bill had been reported to the House, | 
if it had been read in the House, if the question 
had been taken on its passage by its title, then we | 
could reach it by a motion to reconsider. That. 
is now too late. The order of the House only . 
applied to those bills which were laid aside in | 
committee to be reported to the House; and as this || 
bill was not laid aside in committee, I presume |Í 
that it was not, or the chairman did not report || 


these bills, naming the title of any of them; and | 


i! which is also being tried. 
here remark, that the gentleman from South Caro- | 


as the House only agreed to pass those bills which i 
were reported, I thought that the only way to 
reach my object was to make a motion to correct 
the Journal.” I have nothing further to say on the 
subject. f 

The SPEAKER. Itisstated by the gentleman |: 
from Virginia, in his place, that the Journal of il 


126. 


yesterday is improperly made up in this: That 
the bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Caleb Swan, deceased, was not, as stated by 
the Journal, reported to the House. 

Mr. SMITH. Iwish to say a word in con- 
nection with the correction of the Journal. 

[Cries of ‘*Ordered?’] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman. 

Mr. SMITH. Gentlemen cry order. I am 
unwilling to violate the rules of order at any time. 
I wish. to ask—and f am in order—whether, if an 
objection made be withdrawn, and then renewed, 
and not heard by the Chair, that is an objection 
at all to be regarded by this House? The gentle- 
man does not say that the Chair heard the objec- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER, The subject is not debat- 
able. The facts connected with it may be ex- 
plained. A motion is made to amend the Journal. 
‘The statement is, that the Journal does not repre- 
sent the facts correctly in connection with the bill 
which has been indicated; that the bill could not 
have been reported to the Fouse, having been ob- 
jected to by the gentleman from Virginia. 
memorandum W the Clerk is, that the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House. It will be in 
the recollection of all, that the bills were passed 


en masse, without the reading of the titleof any of 


them. Under the circumstances, the Chair enter- 
tains the motion to correct the Journal, and thinks, 
if the correction be made, the effect will be to send 


| the bill back to a Committee of the Whole House. 


The question now being upon Mr. Mitison’s 
motion, i 

Mr. COBB called for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

Fellers were ordered; and Messrs. Coss and 
CuinGMAN were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
-—ayes 34, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. å 

Mr. ORR. May I be indulged in a remark or 
two upon the merits of this matter? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. A 
statement of facts connected with the case would 
be in order. 

Mr. ORR. 
to be the fact. 

Mr. PECK. I call the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may state 
what he knows to be facts. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ORR. I do not like to violate any rule of 
order. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Peck] called me to order. If I get out of order, 
{ suppose the Speaker can set me right. 

TheSPEAKER. Thatisdoubtful. [A laugh.] 

Mr. ORR. Is it true in point of fact that an 
error has been committed in making up the Jour- 
nal? 


1 desire to state what I understand 


The SPEAKER. That isthe question which | 


we are trying. 

Mr. ORR. Was not the report of the chair- 
man of a Committee of the Whole House, that 
this bill was laid aside, with a recommendation 
that it do pass? 

[Cries of “ Order P? t Order!”’] 


The SPEAKER. That is a question of fact | 
And the Chair must ) 


lina is making an argument according to the most 
approved style, [laughter;] and to that extent is 
out of order. 

Mr. ORR. Well, ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to indulge me for two minutes. 

[Cries of “ Hear him!’’] 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 


House that the gentleman from South Carolina be | 


indulged ? 
Assent was expressed. 
Mr.ORR. My reason for asking this courtesy 


i from the House is this: I think the precedent 


which we are about to establish, is an important 
one—that of changing the Journal when there has 
been no error committed. Now, FI have no doubt 


that the statement made by the gentleman from ; 


Virginia [Mr. Mitrson] is entirely correct. I 
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siding Officer. Do we not, almost every day, see 
: instances of gentlemen asking the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a particular measure? 
Some gentleman says “I object,” the Speaker 
does not hear the objection, and entertains the 
motion. Now, would it be competent. for the 
House, after having passed a bill to a second or 
third reading, to-go back, and say that an error 
‘had been committed, inasmuch as a member had 
| objected to it, but which objection was not heard 
by the Chairman of the committee? That is the 
| very gist of the matter. The Chair did not hear 
| the objection of the gentleman from Virginia; and 
| itis, to all intents and purposes, just as if objec- 

tion had not been made. 


| 
| 
| The SPEAKER. The Chairman af the com- 
| 
f 


| mittee states that he does not recollect anything 
| about the matter. 

Mr. HUNT. With the indulgence of the 

House, | would make one remark in relation to 
this matter. 
Assent was expressed, 
Mr. HUNT. This, Mr. Speaker, regards the 
integrity of our proceedings. ‘There was some 
| confusion here yesterday arising from the conver- 
| sations which gentlemen held in the House at the 
‘time the committee was in session, A man of 
| honor, a member knowing his privilege, objected 
ito a certain bill, The objection was heard by 
! friends around, and it is entitled to its due weight, 
ias coming from a Representative on this floor. 
| There is no reproach cast upon the gentleman who 
occupied the chair, or upon the Clerk. But the 
fact being known, it is now a part of the truth of 
the proceedings of the body, and it becomes this 
House to give a true record to the country. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I desire to remark, that I 
have not stated to the House that I did not hear 
the objection of the gentleman from Virginia. 
What I stated was, that I had no recollection of 
the case, one way or the other; and the memoran- 
dum which I had kept of the proceedings of yes- 
terday I handed to the reporter of the Globe; 
therefore I have no paper to which I can refer to 
remind me of the facts. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood 
the gentleman from Indiana; and the Chair sup- 
‘ posed he had so represented him to the House. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, I rise for the pur- 
| pose of calling the attention of members of the 
|| House to the fact that the Chair. was heard by 
| one of the members from California [Mr. McDor- 
GALL] distinctly, and with a loud voice, to an- 
| nounce that the bill would be laid aside to be re- 
ported to the Hlouse, with a recommendation that 
it pass. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I wish to state to the 
House that I sat in my place here, and distinctly 
heard the gentleman from Virginia make the ob- 
_ jection; and heard appeals made to him to with- 
| draw it. 
© Mr. SMITH. Still, that does not touch the 
| fact. 

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. I wish to 
| state to the House, that I made a written memo- 
randum in my diary of those bills that were laid 
aside to be reported to the House; and I find here 
the observation in writing, opposite to the bill in 

uestion, that it was so laid aside. The obser- 
| yation | set down in those cases where that re- 
‘| sult was announced from the Chair. I could not 
have heard the objection of the gentleman from 
| Virginia; for if I had, I should have marked the 
|| objection. i ; 
l Mr. HUGHES. I rise to a question of order. 
i I desire to ask a question from the Speaker for 
information. Iask if, under the rules and prac- 
: tice of the House, we have a right to go behind 
our own record upon the statement of any gen- 
' leman on this floor? 

Mr. LETCHER. 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
il York [Mr. Hueuxs] is addressing the Chair ona 


I rise to a question of 
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question of order. It is, to be sure, in the nature 
of an argument. However, the Chair thinks that 
it is perfectly competent for the House to correct 
the Journal. ‘The Chair thinks that the House 
‘may correct any mistake, such as that alleged by 
the gentleman from Virginia, to have been com- 


mitted in this case. And if not in the shape of cor- | 


recting the Journal, then it can be.done in the shape 
of a question of privilege, and the subject matter 
can be set correct. The Chair has.no doubt about 
the power of the FHiouss. 

[Cries of © Question!’ Question !”] 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. . I rise to a question 
“of privilege. The proposition here is to correct 
the journal. 
cording to the understanding of the Presiding 
Officer, it cannot be corrected. 

TheSPEAKER, The Chair would inform the 
gentleman that debate is out of order. 

{Cries of ‘Call the roll! ”} 

‘The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 63, nays 84;a8 follows: 


VEAS—Messrs. James ©, Allen, Barksdale, Belcher, 
Bennett, Boyee, Bugg, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, Cling- 
man, Colquitt, Craige, Cullow, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Ellison, Faulkner, Flagler, Goode, Goodrich, Greenwood, 
Grey, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, Haven, Houston, Hunt, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kuox, 
Lamb, Letcher, MeCuiloch, MceMaltin, McQueen, Matte- 
son, Maurice, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Par- 
ker, Peck, Peekham, Pennington, Phillips, Pratt, Reese, 
Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, Sage, Shaw, Skelton, Stratton, 
Andrew Stuart, Johu J. ‘Paytor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Upham, Vansant, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—63. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Appleton, Banks, 
Benson, Benton, Bridges, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chander, 
Churchwell, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Curtis, 
John G, Davis, Dawson, Dick, Drum, Dunham, Eastman, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. 
Elliot, Bverbart, Parley, Fuller, Giddings, Aaron Harlan, 
Harrison, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard? Hiester, Hill, Howe, 
Johnson, Kerr, Kurtz, Gane, Lindley, MeDougall, Me- 
Nair, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, John G. Mitler, Nichols, 


Noble, Nortou, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Pringle, Puryear, | 


Ready, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Seward, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H., Stanton, Hestor D. Stevens, John L, Saylor, 
Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Wade, Walbridge, Walley, 
Bila B, Washbarne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John 
Wentworth, Wheeler, and Hendrick B. Wright—84, 


So the motion of Mr. Miiison was not agreed | 


to. > 

Mr. HENN, when his name was called on the 
above vote, said: I vote ‘* no,” because I do not 
think the House has any right to correct the action 
of the committee in this way. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled | 


Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bill, which thereupon received the signature of the 
Speaker: 

Anact making appropriations for the current 
and contingent expenses of the Indian. depart- 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes, for the year ending June 
30, 1855, and for other purposes. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS, 


Mr. HOUSTON here obtained the floor. 

Mr. FENTON. Willthe gentleman give way 
for a moment, that I may make a personal expla- 
nation? J will take but a moment 

Mr. HOUSTON. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. FENTON. [had no knowledge yesterday 
of the intention of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Error] to offer a resolution to repeal the 
fugitive slave law. Ac the time the resolution 
was made by him to suspend the rules for that 
purpose, | was absent from my seat attending 


to necessary business at one of the Executive de- | 


partments. If i had been here, 1 should have 
voted in favor of suspending the rules. 
Mr.CULLOM. I desire also to say, that I was 
confined to my room yesterday, and for several 
preceding days, by indisposition, Had I been 
ere, I should have unhesitatingly voted against 
the proposition of the gentleman from Massachu- 
aetta, [Mr. Exror.] 
Mr. READY. 


peal the fugitive slave law. Had I been here, I 
should have voted in the negative. ` 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. With the permis- 
sion of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hous- 


ton] I would algo say that, at the time the motion i| the Union. 


was made to suspend the rules yesterday, by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, I happened to be 


Now, if the Journal is right, ac- ; 


: I desire to say that I was de- | 
tained from the House yesterday by indisposi- : 
tion when the motion was made to suspend the | 
rules for the purpose of introducing a bill to re- ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


i 


out upon official business; and as my position is 
uncertain and not well understood, {laughter,) I 
think it important to kay that, had I been here, 
I should have voted in the negative. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 
Asgury Dicxiys, Esq., their Secretary, inform- 


|l ing the House that the Senate had agreed to an 
‘| amendment of the House to a bill of the Senate 


entitled “An act to provide for the accommoda- 
tion of the courts of the United States in the dis- 
trict of Massachusetts,” with an amendment, in 


which he was directed to ask the concurrence of |: 


the House. 


OCEAN MAIL STEAMER BILL. 

Mr. FULLER. I ask the gentleman from 
Alabama, who has the floor, to yield to me to 
make a motion to take up the bill in relation to 
the safety of lives on board of steamboats, &c. 
Í desire to take up Senate bill (No. 408) from the 
Speaker’s table, which contains a provision to ex- 
tend the provisions of that act to the Pacific coast. 
It is a very important bill, and I desire simply to 
offer an amendment to it, that it may be acted 
upon, and be sent to the Senate to receive their 
action. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would state to the gentle- 
man that the Committee of Ways and Means 
have adjourned to meet again at one o’clock, for 
the purpose of considering the civil and diplomatic 
bill. This appropriation bill, ingeference to mail 
steamer service, remains upon th®Calendar of the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and I propose to occupy the time from now until 
one o’clock in the consideration and passage of 
that bill; and for that purpose I move that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FULLER. I am admonished that the 
close of this session is near at hand, and I fear the 
bill may go over, and not be passed. Its passage 
now will probably save the lives of hundreds of 
passengers. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
debatable? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not. |, 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- 
TON’s motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Enexisy in the chair,) 
and proceeded to consider the first bill upon the 
Calendar, being Elouse bill ‘‘ making appropria- 
tions for the transportation of the United States 
mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1855.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. I moveto dispense with the 
first reading of the bill, and that the clerk proceed 
to read it by paragraphs for amendment. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. HOUSTON. IL now move that the com- 
mittee rise, for the purpose of going into the House 
and closing the general debate upon this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. Enaxisn} 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had, according to order, 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the bill of the House No. 96, and had 
come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move the usual resolution 
to close debate upon the mail steamer appropria- 
tion bill. I do not know whether any one wishes 
to speak upon it or not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [I think five minutes will 
belong enough to ailow for debate, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Very weil, I move the usual 
resolution to close the general debate upon House 


Ts this question 


bill No. 96, in five minutes after the committee. 


shall again resume its consideration.’ 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also 
mored that the motion to reconsider do lie upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
a 
Thg motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 


e 


resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill “ making appropriations for the 
transportation of the United States mail, by ocean 
steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1855.” 
| The Clerk then proceeded to-read the bill by 
| paragraphs for amendment. ` l 
Mr. OLDS. 1 movetoamend the second para- 
graph of the bill, by striking out from the word 
“ dollars,” in the eighth line, to the end of the 
paragraph, as follows: 


“ And that the Secrétary of the Navy is hereby directed 
| forthwith to give the notice provided in the first section of the 
| act entititd ‘An act to supply deficiencies in the appropri- 
ations for the service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1853,” approved the 2lst day of July, 1852, to term- 
inate the arrangement for the additional a}lowanee for the 
transportation of the United States mail between New York 


and,Liverpool, in the Collins line of steamers, as therein 
pra@vided.’? ` 


‘#Mr. Chairman, I do not make this motion be- 
cause I am in favor of this increased compensa- 
tion to Collina’s line, for I am opposed to it, but 
my construction of the statute is that Congress 


H cannot give notice, until after the 31st day of De- 


cember, 1854. Now, the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported at an early day of: 
the session, a bill not only giving this notice, but 
putting an end to all'these steam mail contracts. It 
now stands on the Calendar, but cannot be reached 
at this session of Congress. My proposition is 
to strike out this clause of the bill now under con- 
sideration, for the reason that I think the statute 
does not permit notice to be given until after the 
31st day of December, 1854. At thenext session 
the bill reported from the Post Office Committee 
will come up for consideration. 

| Mr. ROBBINS. Is there a notice of the kind 
referred to in this bill? If so, where is it? 

Mr. OLDS. There is, and it is that part of the 
| bill from the eighth to the eighteenth line, inclusive. 

The statute to which reference has been made, 
reads as follows: 

& Provided, That it shall be in the power of Congress, at 
any time after the 3lst day of December, 1854, to terminate 
; the arrangement for the additional allowance herein pro- 
vided tor, on giving six months notice. ”” 

It seems to me that that proviso will not admit 
of any doubtful construction. Notice may be 
given after the 31st day of December, 1854, for 
| the termination of these contracts. That being 
| so you do not lose anything by permitting these 
words to be stricken out, and letting the matter go 
over until the next session of Congress, when the 
bill reported from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads will come up for consideration. 
You must make the compensation for this year; 
and if you wait and take up that bill at the next 
session of Congress, give notice and terminate all 
these contracts, Congress and the people will 
have lost nothing, and you will have got rid, to 
| say the least of it, ofa doubtful construction of 
| this statute giving extra compensation. 

Mr. SKELTON. Lhope that this amendment 
may not prevail. The gentleman says that he is 
opposed to this extra compensation, but that he is 
notin favor of giving the notice now, simply for 
the fact that the act requires that the notice shall 
be given after the 3lst day of December, 1854. 
We do not propose to give notice immediately, 
but to give instruction that notice shall be given 
after that time. 

Mr. OLDS. The bill provides that notice shall 
be given forthwith, 

Mr. SKELTON. Suppose it does; that does 
not prevent what is proposed. We can amend 
| the section, and give notice according to the law. 

I am in favor of terminating these contracts, and 
for this reason: The great expense of our post 
| office system is in consequence cf the extraordi- 
nary compensation paid for the transportation of 
ocean mails by steamers. The moment that these 
contracts are terminated, we shall be able to save 
i millions of dollars annually to the Government. 
i By abolishing these contracts we shall secure the 
cheap ocean postage, and instead of the present 
high rates we shall be able to have letters carried 
for two cents each. 

Now, | hold that it is proper and expedient, 
| that the interest of the country demand an aboli- 
| tion of these ocean contracts. I hope this com- 
mittee will not strike out this clause, but will pasa 
itin a modified form; and that notice shall be given 
to the proprietors for this service according to the 


| 
i 
| 
l 


bill and according to the law. 


e 
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Mr. MORRISON. I move an amendment to 
theamend ment to strike out in the ninth and tenth 
lines the word ‘forthwith.’ I believe that amend- 
ment to the amendment will meet the objection of 
the gentleman from Ohio and others. ` 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I desire to move an 
amendment to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not in order to amend 
at this time, there being an amendment to the 
amendment already pending. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I favor, then, the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio; and my reasons 
for doing so { will briefly give. The British Gov- 
ernment, through the line commonly recognized 
as the Cunard line, had the uninterrupted carry- 
ing of the mails from 1837 to 1849, a period of 
twelve years, and paid into the exchequer of that 
country, within that period of time, €6,000,000 ster- 
ling, and received for their own services £2,000,000. 
Great Britain refused to enter into any postal ar- 
rangement with us until the Collins line was estab- 
lished, and the keel of the Atlantic was laid. Then 
a postal arrangement was made between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain upon the following 
basis: 

1. That either nation has the power to abrogate 
the treaty, upon giving six months’ notice. 

9, That the withdrawal of either line annuls the 
treaty. 

3. That the United States shall receive five 
twenty-fourths of the postage on letters brought 
by Cunarders. 

4. That Great Britain should receive from the 
Collins steamers eight twenty-fourths of the post- 
age. 

In this ratio of increase during the present year 
there will be received from postages derived from 
this line sufficient to liquidate all these expenses, 
The postages in the Cunard line increased to 
twenty-nine per cent. If this contractis annulled 
and this notice is given, all the advantages now 
accruing to the Collins line must pass to the Cu- 
nard line, í agree with thegentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Oxns,} that there is no power at this ses- 
sion to terminate that contract. The act of July, 
41852, under which it was made, expressly de- 
clares as follows: ‘* Provided, That it shall be in 
the power of Congress, at any time after the 31st 
day of December, 1854, to rescind this extra com- 
pensation upon giving six months’ notice.”’ 

Another consideration connected with this sub- 
ject is, that in compliance with such instructions, 
the Postmaster General did advertise and receive 
bids on all the lines or routes, but none for the 
carrying of the mails between New York and 
Liverpool, While bids were put in for other 
lines, there was no application made for carrying 
the mails between New York and Liverpool. 1 
wish to remark here, that, by the increasing com- 
pensation, the Collins’ line have averaged, each 
way, two days increased speed; and in order to 
make this speed; the expenses have increased in the 
same ratio, A great and important consideration 
which is involved in this question, is the contest 
for the supremacy of the seas between this coun- 
try and Great Britain. lam aware that upon the 
ocean our gallant Navy has fully vindicated its 
reputation to cope with that of Great Britain. 
The struggle now going on between Great Britain 
and America, is for the supremacy of the ocean, 
and the maritime ascendancy of the globe. 

_ . The original investment for the performance of 
this service was $3,000,000. The annual interest 
on that sum, at the rate of six per cent. per an- 
num, is $180,000. The insurance upon the ships 
is certainly not less than six per cent., and that 
item amounts also to $180,000. The annual de- 
preciation of the property may be estimated at 
seven per cent. which amounts to $210,000, mak- 
ing an average of $570,000, to be accounted for 
before the receipts commence to pay the running 
expenses of the ships. But yet, since the appro- 
priation was passed in 1852, wages have increased 
thirty-three per cent.; coal has increased three dol- 
lars per ton; and the difference in these two items 
of labor and fuel make an additional expense of 
$5,000 per trip. But all these considerations are 
subordinate to that higher question at this time, 
involved in this discussion, will the Government 
break its plighted faith, and disregard the provi- 
sions of the act, in the form of a contract, as the 
deficiency bill of 1852 will demonstrate. 

The contest between the Collins and Cunard 
lines is for the maritime supremacy of the seas. 


It involves the commercial pride and honor of the 
respective Governments to which they belong. I 
know, sir, that England has achieved her proudest 
triumphs onthe ocean. One of her favorite bards 
has said: 
& Her march is o’er the mountain wave, 
Her home is on the decp.”” 

And I know, too, sir, that our gallant Navy has 
ever been able to cope with Great Britain during 
the last war; but ‘‘peace hath its victories not less 
renowned than those of war.” This peaceful 
struggle is still progressing. Thus far we have 
been victorious, and the greatest maritime tri- 
umphs on record have been achieved by the 
genius of Fulton, backed by the indomitable 
energy of Collins. Sir, this contest is not indi- 
vidual, it is national—and I believe the Ameri- 
can people will continue to uphold an enterprise 
that has reflected upon the country so much credit. 
itis not for the city of New York that I solicit 
your favorable action, but for the honor and glory 
of the whole Republic. 

‘The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. MACE. I desire to ask a question for in- 
formation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does thegentleman from 
Indiana propose to amend the amendment? 

Mr. MACE. [ desire first to ask a question 
from the Chair. Is the debate on this bill under 
the five-minute rule? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. MACE. l propose to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out of the eighth line of the bill 
+6 $858,000.” I was not in the House, Mr. Chair- 
man, when the order was made restricting debate 
on this bill to five minutes. l regard the billas an 
exceedingly important one. It will be recollected 
by the House that at an early day of this session, 
a committee was appointed—of which { had the 
honor of being chairman—for the purpose of in- 
vestigating all frauds which had been committed in 
relation to the disbursement of the money appro- 
priated for the mail steamer service. This being 
a question of great importance, not only to the 
House, but to the country at large, it strikes me 
as exceedingly strange that a proposition should 
be made on a question of this kind to close the de- 
bate in five minutes. When the great interests in- 
volved are considered, when the amount of money 
paid yearly by this Government for this transpor- 
tation of the mails from New York to Liverpool, 
and for the transportation of the mails on the Pa- 
cific coast, are taken into consideration, it strikes 
meas exceedingly strange indeed that any one 
would make a proposition in this House, and that 
this House should accede to it, to close debate in 
five minutes, When you take inzo consideration the 
amount of money expended for the purpose of 
transporting the mails, &c., how is it possible, I 
ask, that an individual can discuss thisgreat ques- 
tion in the space of five minutes? 

Now, sir, L desire to offer to this committee my 
views in full in relation to this measure. And in 
addition to that, I wish to state that almost every 
man upon the committee to which I belong de- 
sires that the information which is before him, in 
regard to the various questions involved in this 
bill, should be heard by the House. 

This bill, as1 understand it, is an appropriation 
bill to carry out the preceding acts of Congress in 
reference to these lines. I am told—-I have not 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads has a 


which this whole question can come up. It ought 
to be investigated; but when you tie me down, 


| and tie down the members ofthis House to a five- | 


minute discussion, it is impossible, utterly im- 
possible, as every man of this committee will bear 
me out in saying, to give to the House our views 
in regard to this matter fully, and as they oaght 
to be given. I trust that, inasmuch as the five- 
minute rule has been adopted by the House, when 
the bill reported by the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads comes up, 
the whole question in reference to terminating the 
contracts with Collins, with Sloo, and with Aspin- 
wall, may be fully and thoroughly discussed. 1 
cannot discuss it now. It would take, perhaps, 
two hours to do it, at least one, and I trust when 
that bill comes up, not only the questions in refer- 
ence to these contracts, but the question in rela- 


tion to what we shall do hereafter about our mail 


examined into it—that the chairman of the Com- į 


bill pending in this House, in connection with | 


i steamer service, may be fully and thoroughly dis- 


cussed. 

(Here the hammer fell.} z 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Macxz.] 
I think it wrong in itself. I have an amendment 
which I desire to offer to the committee, and one 
| which I hope will meet the views ofa majority of 
f the House. I was one of the individuals who 
voted for this subsidy of $858,000 during the last 
| Congress. I thought I did right-then; and L'am 
| satisfied with the vote now, and am opposed to 
| striking it out. Atthat time, I moved an amend- 
| ment which I intend to repeat upon this occasion. 
| [tis to request the President of the United States 
to take such steps as he thinks necessary to put a 
stop to this system. The objection to the system 
is two-fold. First, it pays a large amount of 
money from the Treasury of the United States for 
the use of ships which cannot be used in“time of 
war, except for transports. But the second and 
| principal objection is this, that -you pay large 
amounts of money to the owners of ships engaged 
in-the business of transporting passengers and 
goods, which enables them to underwork every 
body else. Such a system as that ought to be 
abandoned. Great Britain began it by paying 
large sums to the Cunarders. Under that arrange- 
ment large sums of money were paid to them, by 
which they were enabled to defy competition, 
and to underwork our own people: and for that 
reason they asked us to give them. similar ad- 
vantages, and we have been called upon in this 
way to give, until both Governments pay large 
| sums of money. I find, by looking at a report 
| recently made in the House of Commons, by one 
of its committees, that they seem disposed to 
| abandon the system in England. | am not willing 
to abandon it here, as long as the English system 
| is kept up. j 

If the proposition under consideration be voted 
down, I intend to offer an amendment, and it will 
be to this effect: to authorize the President of the 
United States to leave the system as itnow stands, 
| until he can make an arrangement with Great 
Britain to withdraw this aid to the Cunarders;. 
and then authorizing the Postmaster General to 
| abolish the contract with: the Collins line, and 
| others. There is no excuse on the face of the 
earth for paying the extravagant sum we do pay, 
to Sloo and others, for running from one of our 
ports to another, I think we ought to let out the 
carrying of the mail by ocean steamers to the 
lowest bidder. Something of that sort ig abso- 
lately necessary, or we shall go on in these pro~ 
| fuse expenditures for the benefit of particular 
individuals, at the expense of the General Gov- 
| ernment. Í therefore hope the committee will be 
i|. willing to adopt such a proviso to this section as 
[I have indicated, or something else that will 
| accomplish that purpose. Ido not care whether 
! my amendment Is adopted or not. But I hope 
| some proposition will be adopted by which the 
i President shall be authorized to make some ar- 
| rangement with the British Government by which 
li both Governments shall abolish this system. 
| {Here the hammer fell.] 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move the following asa 
| proviso to the section which the gentleman from 
|| Ohio proposes to strike out: 
| Provided, That this notice shall not be carried into effect 
| until the President shall have been able by treaty or other- 
| wise, to induce the British Government to reduce the sub- 
i t line, or to abolish the system alto- 
ostmaster General is instructed 
to get rid of the existing con- 
for the transportation of the 


1 
i 
i 
| 
i 


t 


i| sidy paid to the Cunard 
| gether; in which event the P 
to take the necessary steps 
tracts with ocean steamers 


1 
| 

| mail. 
| Mr. PHILLIPS. I would suggest to the gen- 
l tleman from North Carolina, that he may accom- 
i plish his purpose better by offering his amendment 
į as a substitute for the clause which it is proposed 
| to strike out, and not as a proviso to it. I think 
| he will find that the proviso will be found to be 
| inconsistent with the section itself. 
| 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Notatall. If the gentle- 
man will listen to it, he will find that it will 
answer the purpose perfectly. It provides that, 
before this notice shall be given, the President 
| shall, if he is able, make an arrangement with the 
British Government by which the whole system 
of granting subsidies to these lines of steamers 
shall be abolished. It then authorizes the Secre- 
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ject fully.. But I have come to the conclusion, 
from an examination of the reports recently made | 
in the British Parliament, that that Government 
are becoming satisfied that the experiment. they 
are making will not end in anything good.. I be- 
lieve the British Government will be glad to enter 
into an arrangement by which they shall abandon 
the system altogether. And if that can be done, 
we'can discontinue our contract in reference to the 
Collins line with a better conscience. We can 
then authorize the Postmaster General to contract 
with the lowest bidder for carrying the mails by 
ocean steamers, as we do in regard to our other 
mails. Or, we can adopt the two penny system, 
which was referred to by my friend from New 
‘Jersey, [Mr. Sxe.ron.] ` 

Tam perfectly satisfied that we had better get 
rid of this system. ` These ships are not what we 
need in time of war. I believe they will notcarry 
heavy batteries. It may be they might be made 
useful for transportation, but we can get other 
ships that will answer just as well for that pur- 
pose. I would prefer, however, not to abolish the 
system so far as the Collins line are concerned, 
while the British systemis keptup. Iagree with 
my friend and the eloquent gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Wataniver,] that it would be wrong 
to abandon this field to Great Britain. We 
accepted England’s challenge and beat her.suc- 
cessfully. Ido wot come now to take down our 
flag while hers is floating in the breeze; but let us 
by common consent, change the system. I hope 
that my amendment, or one looking to the same 
purpose may be.adopted. 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. .Mr. Chairman, I 
am opposed to the amendment of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, and to any other amend- 
ment which looks to the continuation of these con- 
tracts a day beyond the time at which this Gov- | 
ernment has the power to terminate them. And 
it seems to me that gentlemen who will look to | 
the facts and figures as they are on the records be- | 
fore them, and who have regard for the postal in- 
terests of the country, will hold the same opinion 
in this respect, that Í do. If you look to the con- 
tracts themselves you find that the company has | 
not complied with many of their most important 
provisions. They contracted to furnish five steam- 
ships, and have only furnished four; and up to 
this time we have no evidence that the other one 
is betog constructed. 

But aside from this, for I have no time to dis- 
cuss this part of the subject, if you will look to 
the amount paid the Collins line, and then to the 
trifling amount received by the Government from 
the mails carried, it is enough to sturtle any man 
who originally supported this appropriation. We 
pay to that company $33,000 for each trip. Now, 
what is the revenue derived, by way of postage, 
from that line? For the fiscal year ending in 
1853 we had $192,000 of receipts. Then, sir, this 
shows that the Government loses on every trip of | 
the Collins line the immense sum of $27,658 16. | 
Can the Post Office Department. stand up under | 
such a ruinous arrangement? For every trip of) 
these steamers across the Atlantic We lose 
$27,658 16. I refer, for the truth of the state- 
ment, to the report of the Postmaster General. | 

Now, I would ask, whether the mere fact that 
we have steamers which beat those of England in 
point of speed, is sufficient to induce us fo incur | 
this large expenditure of money from the Treas- 
ury? Shall we, for the sake of having it said that | 
weare sustaining a line which can make faster time | 
than the Cunard line, continue this great bonus i 
to this company? It seems to me that we ought | 
not todo so. So long as we keep up this extray-| 
agant system of ocean mail carriage, our country | 
must suffer. We shall hear of enormous deficits | 
in the revenues of the Post Office Department. 

I say again that I am opposed to the gentleman’s | 
amendment. I am in favor of such action as will | 
terminate these contracts. I think that Congress 
has the power to do so, I amof opinion that the | 
Collins line has violated its contract, not only in | 
the build of its vessels, but also in the number | 
which it was to furnish. In view of these viola- | 
tions, then, I contend that we have the right to | 
put an end to the contract at any moment. "I be- | 
ieve that it is our duty to terminate it now. | 


When we can only keep up this system by giving 


-$27,658 on each trip, it is our bounden duty to 


put an end to this contract at the earliest possible 
‘moment. 

Now, I am not in favor of giving to the Post- 
master Genera] the power given by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
CLINGMAN,) or rather, 1 am not in favor of such 
legislation as might lead toa continuation of these 
contracts. ” 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to 
strike out the words *‘ instructed,” and insert the 
word “ authorized.’’ 

If the amendment I have offered is adopted, it 
will not make it imperative upon the Postmaster 
General to suspend the Collins line. I hope this 
committee will not, at the présent time, take any 
measures that will lead to a suspension of that 
line. This question was very fully discussed in 
the last Congress, and the majority were then 
satisfied of the importance of establishing that 
line, and of the necessity of keeping it up after it 
was established. At that time-it was proved con- 
clusively here that the stéck was selling in the 
markets of New York, and in the markets of the 
world, at not over fifty per cent., and it was consid- 
ered to be the very best test that could possibly 
be applied as to the value of the stock. At pres- 
ent I believe the stock is considerably under par; 
and it is very evident that this great national en- 
terprise, which has done so m to sustain the 
honor of the American name abroad, and which 
has so much aided to give the dominion of the 
seas, cannot be sustained without the aid of the 
National Government, especially as the Cunard 
line has been established, and is now sustained 
by the exchequer of Great Britain. 1f we reduce 
the amount paid to the Collins line for carrying 
the mail, the result will be, that these steamers 
will be taken off the route. I submit that they 
have not had a sufficient length of time to test the 
experiment; and I do believe that, in the course of 
time, the amount received from postages will be 
sufficient to make this a self-sustaining line. Ido 
not believe that itis prudent, proper, and wise, nor 
do 1 believe that it is true economy at this period 
in the history of this great enterprise, that we 
should withdraw eur protection from this line. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. Willthegentleman from 
Maine yield me the floor for a moment? 

Mr. WASHBURN. Certainly. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I have had occasion, 
Mr. Chairman, as:a member of the committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the frauds alleged to have 
been committed in the disbursement of the appro- 
priations for the Collins steamers, to look into the 
question in relation to the Collins line, to see how 
far itis now a self-sustaining. institution of the 
Government. I found that the cost of that lineis 
$858,000 per annum. That is the amount re- 
ported by the committee as the appropriation for 
the fiscal year ending June, 1855. Now, the ques- 
tion is, how much is received by the Government 
for postages between Great Britain and the United 
States? We received last year $791,230 52 for 
postages between Great Britain and the United 
States; and every dollar of that is received without 
any other cost to the Government of the United 
States than this sum of $858,000 per annum. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. McQUEEN. Mr. Chairman, I am op- 
posed to the amendment offered by the genile- 
man from Maine, [Mr. Wasusurn,] as I am 
opposed to all protection by this Government. I 
have been opposed to this whole system from the 
beginning. I have looked upon it from the first 
as one of the worst species of protection ever 


adopted by the Government, because it secures to |! 


a chartered company a monopoly that is unjust, 
and from which they are realizing an immense 
profit at the expense of the people,and by the fos- 
tering legislation of the Government. As has 
been said by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ax- 


LEN,] a few moments ago, this company came to |; 


Congress originally asking them to grant a char- 
tet by which they were to build five ships; and 
after they had obtained the charter, at an enor- 
mous expense to the Government, they went into | 
operation, and have never, to this day, built but 
four. Again, they obligated to construct those 
ships in sucha manner as would make them suit- | 
able for naval purposes in time of war; and yet al- 
most every experienced officer who has examined 


| these ships, and whose reports were published by 

order of this House a year or two ago, declared 
that there is not one of them suited for purposes 
of war, nor'can they be made so, if atall, with- 
out great expense. At first they were allowed 
$19,000 a trip from New York to Liverpool, but 
| afterwards they came here, and, by some sort of 
influence, they managed to get a bill through Con- 
gress, by which their compensation was increased 
| from $19,000 to $33,000, although they never had 
complied with the first obligation imposed upon 
them by the charter. 

‘At that time, I will say to my friend from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Cuiseman,} who has sub- 
mitted a proposition changing the provision con- 
tained in this bill, that 1 well remember the friends 
of the measure came here with clamorous appeals’ 
to the patriotism of the country, on the ground 
that they had to contend with the Cunard line, 
supported largely by the money of the British 
Government, and were in danger of being run off 
the seas; when the fact was, the Cunard line 
were then getting but little, if any, over $13,000 
a trip, and this company, at the very time, $19,000, 
and, by some influences unknown to me, they 
succeeded in getting. $33,000. Now, I ask my 
friend from North Carolina to unite with us in 
some measure, and to take such course ag will 
bring the affairs of this company to the speediest 
close. When I go to the Post Office Department 
and ask for additional mail facilities in my part of 
the country, I am met with the answer that the 
post offices yield too small an income to justify 
| the expense, and yet here we have a measure 
drawing out of the Treasury annually upwards 
of $850,000 for the transportation of the mails 
between New York and Liverpool, whilst we all 
i know well, sir, we have to pay heavily our por- 
tion of the expenses. : j : 

Suppose these $850,000 were disseminated in 
the improvement of our postal arrangements 
throughout the country annually, and among the 
| people who support the Treasury, would not the 
| benefits to them be incalculably great? 1 have 
constituents who have to send twenty or thirty 
miles to the nearest post office; and when I go to 
| the Department and complain, I am met, and 
i truly, too, sir, with the argument, that by the 
system of legislation pursued for the last several 
years by Congress, the post office has become 
an immense burden on the National Treasury, 
and it is not in the power of the head of the 
Department to render such facilities as are often 
demanded, and my own judgment tells me the 
answer is often too true to allow me to blame 
when lam refused. J ask again of members of 
this House, if this annual outlay of $850,000 given 
to this company by a special species of protec- 
tion—a protection heretofore unknown, evento this 
| Government—were distributed throughout the 
country, how much would it benefit our constit- 
;uents? And shall we pursue a system longer by 
which the millionaire shall be enabled to wallow 
in the lap of luxury and affluence, and thereby 
; deprive our own constituents of the benefits which 
the sum so paid would afford them? I saw one 
of these ships, sir, the Baltic, a splendid vessel. 
| it came here in open day; and its owners invited, 
| with many others, the members of this, and the 
other body of the legislative department of the 
| Government, to see the ship, and to partake of 


| sumptuous fare upon it; and I have made the 
remark in private, and will repeat it here, that if 
; I could be induced to vote for any measure, for 
the accomplishment of which such means were 
| used, I would vote for this, because these things 
‘were done in open. day, and aboveboard, and 
there was something manly about it; bat I never 
have voted for it, and maintain most earnestly that 
| we should adopt the shortest possible mode to get 
' clear of these contracts, and extricate ourselves 
| from this whole system, which seems to me to be 
wrong from the beginning, and wholly unjust 
| towards those who confide in us; and I trust this 
| committee will pursue that course. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

| Mr. WASHBURN, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment. 

| Mr. WHEELER. I renew the amendment of 
į the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Wasusurn.] I 
| rise merely for the purpose of replying to the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Ilinois, (Mr. James 
C. AtLEN,] and of the gentleman from South Car- 


olina, (Mr. McQueen. ] 


Mr. 
the appropriation five dollars. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I rise to a question of or- 
der. The gentleman can renew theamendment of 
the gentleman from Maine, if that amendment has 
been withdrawn, and he can argue it also. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain 
the amendment. 

Mr. WHEELER. Well, then, I renew the 
amendment of thegentleman from Maine. Ihave 
been somewhat astonished, Mr. Chairman, at the 
attacks made upon this line, coming from the 
quarter that they do, particularly as the company 
have been charged with not fulfilling their part of 
the contract, Now, sir, this fifth ship has been 
spoken about. It was expressly declared in that 
contract that the fifth ship was not to be built until 
called for by the Navy Department; and, sir, it 
has not yet been called for. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I wish to ask the gentleman 
if the ships which have already been built, have | 
not been pronounced by the officers of the Gov- 
ernment unfit for war purposes? 

Mr. WHEELER. Every one of those ships 
have been accepted by the Navy Department, | 
When they were built, inspectors were appointed 
by that Department, and they made their reports, | 
and every one of these ships were accepted by the 
Government. Not only so, but the four steamers 
have made the whole number of trips contracted 
to be made by the five. - 

Mr. WALLBRIDGE, (interrupting.) Ihave 
in my hands a letter addressed by Mr. Collins to 
the Postmaster General, which I desire to have 


read. r 
WHEELER. Not now. After I get 


Mr. 
through. The charge has also been made that 
these vessels are not fit for war purposes. Now, 
if that is the case, it is very singular that they 
were accepted bythe Navy Department. | 

Mr. MeQUEEN. The only way in which I| 
can explain that is, that they have been accepted | 
because they are better than none. | 

Mr. WHEELER. l am not surprised, Mr. 
Chairman, to find gentlemen who are opposed to | 
these contracts, and who have made these attacks, 
so very anxious to explain the position they have 
taken. These ships are equal to every emergency. | 
They are as strong as any side-wheel steamer can ; 
be. They are as strong as they can be built, and 
will answer every war purpose that side-wheel 
steamers can be put to. 

The gentleman from Illinois has charged that a 
great loss has devolved upon this Government in 
keeping up this line. Sir, why did not the gen- | 
Ueman give us all the facts in the case? Why | 
did he not state that an arrangement had been 
entered into between the Collins and Cunard lines 
by which they were to alternate in their trips, and 
by which this Government has received during the 
past year in the shape of postage, $791,230 32, | 
and by which the real cost, over and above the | 
aggregate postages received to the Government, | 
would be only $66,769 48? Why did not the | 
gentleman make this statement? Why did he not | 
state the facts of the case fully? He did state the 
facts correctly so fer as he went. Sir, J am sur- 
prised to hear these attacks made upon this line. 

Mr. BARRY. The gentleman in hisstatement | 
gives the Collins line the whole benefit of the 
amount of postage received from both lines. | 

Mr. WHEELER. | said an arrangement, as: 
I understood, had been entered into between the 
Collins and Cunard line to alternate their trips, || 
and that thecost to the Governmentover and above | 
the aggregate postages received by both lines 
would be only $66,769 48. ‘ 

Sir, the honor of the country is involved in the || 
maintenance of this line of steamers. In my | 
opinion, no set of men on this continent have hon- | 
ored this nation more than the men who projected | 
this line of steamers. They have established and i 
maintained our supremacy on the ocean, Sir,/; 
within the last month this line has made the quick- | 
est trip upon record, and has reduced the time | 
from New York to Liverpool from fifteen to nine | 
days. 

{Here the hammer fell.] | 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I desire to oppose || 


the amendment of the gentleman from New York, || 


| 
| 
l 
| 


i 
| 
l 


|i that charge. 


l down to the credit of the Collins line. 


Iam charged with having made a partial state-' 


ment in reference to the connection of this Gov- 
ernment with these lines of steamers. | have been 
charged with not stating allthe facts of the case. | 
And, sir, before I take my seat, I desire to notice 


Mr. WHEELER. I willsay to the gentleman, 
that I charged him with nothing in any offensive 
sense. 

Mr. ALLEN. Not atall. Idid notso under- 
stand the gentleman. Sir, I do not intend to do 
injustice to the Collins line; but I said, and Ł say |} 
now, that the ships of that line have not been con- 
structed according to contract. If the gentleman 
will look at the contract, he will see that they were 
to be so constructed as to make them easily con- 
vertible by the Government into steamers for 
war purposes; and if the gentleman will look into 
the reports which have been made by the oflicers 
appointed to examine the ships, he will find that, | 
with one exception, they have refused to assert 
that the ships are capable of being easily converted 
into war steamers. The general tenor of their 
reports is, that they are admirably constructed for 
the purpose for which they were intended. This 
is the tenor of the reports of all, with the excep- | 
tion of Commodore Perry, who follows the lan- 
guage of the act, and says that they may be easily 
converted into steamers for war purposes. 

Again, sir, if the gentleman will look at the re- 
ports of the Secretary of War during the last 
Administration, g his recommendations to Con- 
gress upon the subject, he will find that he speaks 
of them as not adapted for war purposes. ‘The 
present Secretary of the Navy, in his report 
which has been transmitted to Congress, states in 
substance the same thing. Itis true that the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and the officers who have been 
selected forthe purpose of inspecting these vessels, 
may be mistaken, and the gentleman from New 
York may be right. I choose, however, to rely 
more on their statements than upon his; and it is 
on their testimony that 1 say, so far as the adapta- 
tion of the steamers to war purposes is considered 
the Collins company have not complied with their 
contract. ‘The Government, it is true, has accepted 
them, and, it may be, is bound by that acceptance; 
but, I again repeat, that all the testimony goes to 
show that they are not adapted for war purposes. 

The question of the gentleman from Mississippi 
(Mr. Barry] was well put to the gentleman from 
New York. I cannot conceive why the gentle- 
man took the amount of postage derived from the 
Cunard line, and passed it to the benefit of the 
Collins line. The statement I made before was 
that for the mail matter broughtto and carried 
from the United States, the Collins line netted to 
the Government $192,000 last fiscal year, and that 
we paid $27,058 each trip more than we received, 
And I ask the gentleman again how it is that he 
contends the Government ought to keep up a line 
of this kind at such an enormous expense? 

Mr. WHEELER. As the gentleman has re- 
ferred to Commodore Perry, I would like to have 
read just here what he has written on the subject, 

Mr. ALLEN. I cannot give way now. The 
gentleman will get the floor in a moment, and he 
himself can have it read. Commodore Perry is 
the only inspecting officer who has reported favor- 
ably on these steamers. They are only one or 
two exceptions in regard to my statement, and I 
am not certain whether they are not in regard to 
the Sloo, and not the Collins line. | 

The question was well ae by the gentleman | 
from Mississippi. Great Britain would have the 
same right to say that the postages received by 
the Collins and Cunard lines ought to be alone 
set down to her, as we have to say that the post- 
ages received by the Cunard line ought to be set 


Mr. BANKS. I move to strike out the words 
“to beable,” and in lieu thereof to insert ‘ en- 
deavor.” 

Mr. Chairman, I do not move the amendment 
for the purpose of adding strength to the proposi- | 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Cuweman,] because | intend to vote against it. 
Tam not opposed to the principle involved; and if 
it were an original question { would vote for his 
proposition, believing that it will turn out ulti- 
mately to be theright one. Tam not now in favor 
of it. I prefer the amendment moved by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, inasmuch as it now gives us a 
decided advantage. [His proposition provides for 
notice hereafter, and in the mean time the Govern- 
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ment of the United States shall be relieved from 
the obligation to take the steamers. at appraise» 
ment, or whatever rule of valuation may be agreed 
on. 

I desire to say, in reference to this matter, that 
while! do not agree with the gentleman from Ohio, 
that we had not the right, and, therefore, agree with 
the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr, SKELTON, ] 
so far as he states that we have the power under the 
statute of 1852, still, I believe that it ig not acting 
in good faith upon the part of the Congress of the 
United States to take this step at this time. Teon- 
cede, upon reading the proviso just read by the 
gentleman from Ohio, that there is no propriety, 
no good faith, in the action by the Congress of the 
United States upon this subject at this time, and 
for this reason: The contractors with the Govern- 
ment have built four steamers, ata cost of not less 
than $750,000 each. They have expended an 
amount, therefore, something like $3,000,000. 
There are other expenses attendant upon the 
running of those steamers to and fro between this 
country and European ports, which is not much 
less than $74,000 for each of the twenty-six -trips 
annually made. Upon the investment of this large 
capital in this business, they had a right to ask 
that the Congress of the United States should not 
intervene in the provisions of that contract. until 
the time fixed by the statute had actually arrived. 
They had the right to put a construction upon 
that statute, which was the most favorable to 
them. A resonable construction upon their part 
would be, that it should not be a mooted question 


| in Congress, before the 31st of December, 1854, 


and having invested so much capital, the proprie- 
tors would seem to have a right to insist upon this 
construction of the proviso, that Congress could 
not in good faith terminate or make a proposition 
to terminate this arrangement until after the expi- 
ration of the term fixed by the statute. 

l think. that we ought not to act upon this ques- 


| tion at this time; and, inasmuch as there are other 


propositions before Congress, coming from the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, from 
the special committee, as indicated by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. Macs, ] I think that we 
should have a full opportunity to debate the mat- 
ter. LIhope, therefore, the proposition to sever the 
connection of the Government with the line of 
steamers will not be pressed at this time. It has 
been said that they have not complied with. the 
terms of the contract, which required the building 
of five steamers. Suppose the statement may be 
correct in point of fact. ‘The object the Government 
of the United States bad in view, in. aiding the 
Collins line was, doubtless, to obtain a certain 
number of trips between Great Britain and the 


| Atlantic ports, and to transport the mails at cer- 


tain regular periods. When this enterprise was 
undertaken, we were in the dark as to what could 
be done. Then the time of passage between the 
United States and Great Britain was twelve and 
fourteen days. It has been greatly reduced, until 


| it now requires but a few hours more than nine 


days. Four ships may, therefore, do the work 
originally contemplated by the contractors for 
five. And, in point of fact, J understand that the 


|| contract provides for the number of ships desig- 


nated, if the Government shall demand them. 
This has not been done, and of course, upon this 
statement, there has been no failure on the part of 
the contractors. It was an object, in order to 
secure regularity, that there should be one steamer 
constantly in port and ready for immediate ser- 
vice. During the time when long passages were 
made, it might naturally have been supposed that 
the larger number of vessels would be required, 
Asspeed acquired, and the time diminished, there 
was less need of the largest number to accomplish 
the fall number of trips, and Government made 
no call for the fifth steamer. The full service has 


| been performed, and this shows no failure on the 


part of the contractors. 

[Here the hammer fell} f 

Mr. BANKS then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I renew Mr. Banus’s 
amendment. . 

The committee here rose informally, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate, by Assury Dicuins, 
Esq., its Secretary, notifying the House that the 
Senate had passed, without amendment, bills and 
a joint resolution of the House, of the following 
titles: 
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An act for the relief of William G. Smith; 

An act for the settlement of the claims of W. 
P. Buckner and Pierce Crosby, passed midship- 
men in the United States Navy; 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay John Charles, Frémont for beef fur- 
nished the California Indians; and i 

Joint resolution giving one- hundred and sixty 
acres of land to Francis M. George, of Indiana.] 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. -I do not design to tres- 
pase.on the indulgence of the House, having 
addressed the committee to-day before. ` I will 
only state that I sent to the Chair a correspondence 
between the Postmaster General and Mr. Collins. 
I have read it myself, and I believe it will throw 
some light on the subject. 

, The correspondence was read by the Clerk, as 
follows: 
: Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, January 24, 1854. 

Sirn:. Please state whether you employ more than four 
ships, viz: the Atlantic, Pacific, Arctic, and Baltic, for the 
service on your line between New York and Liverpool. 

I am requested by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means or the House of Representatives to in- 
form him of the number employed. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES CAMPBELL. 
E. K. Corus, Esq. 


New Yorx, January 28, 1854. 


Sir: With much pleasure do I reply to your letter of. 


24th, in answer to the inquiry as to the number of ships 
employed by us to carry the United States mails between 
this and Liverpool. As this information is especially de- 
sired for the honorable Committee of Ways and Means of 
the: Bouse of Representatives, I beg you will pardon me for 
communicating some facts in relation to the mail steamers. 

After the law passed authorizing the Postmaster General 
to make contracts for transatiautic mail steainers, he ad- 
vertised, for several months, tor proposals for carrying the 
mails for five years, to which we made no offer, knowing, 
vas we did, that we could not get capitalists to incur the 
great outlay for that term of service, which would be ne- 
essary to build suitable steamers for the twofold object of 
-war and mail steamers, (the clause requiring that all mail 
steamers should be built suitable for war purposes, so that 


they might, at almost a momrent’s warning, be converted | 


into war steamers, was inserted at my instance, after the 
bill had passed a second reading in the Senate.) 

The Postwaster General reported to Congress that be had 
accepted the offer of Mr, Mills, and there we supposed was 
the finale of that service. Some time after, having busi- 
ness in Washington with the Treasury Department, f caled 
to pay my respects to Mr. Hobbie, then the First Assistant 
Postunaster General, who had long known the importance 
Thad considered the establishment of mail steamers. He 
expressed bis astonishinent at not having received from me 
a proposition to carry the mails. I gave him my reasons, as 
herein before stated ; he replied that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral.would like to see me. [arranged with Mr. H. to call 
on him, which arrangement was’ complied with. After n 
somewhat lengthy interview, be desired me (as you will 
see On reference to my letters in the Department) to make 
a proposal to carry the mails between New York and Liver- 
puot, and at sometime to state, in writing, why Liverpool 
should be adopted as the terminus in Burope; (which letter 
is miso in the Departent.) Some time after my proposals 
ware made, T erljed on the Postmaster General to know 
whit the Government had concluded to do; bis reply was 
“that, as he could not recommend any farther special mail 
service, the Adtniuistration would have the naval war 
steamer bill (then before Congress for ten war steamers) 
reduced to halfits number; and thatour steamers would be 
considered as substituted for those taken from the bil.” 
As soon as this was communicated to the chairman of the 


Naval Conmunittee as the wish. of the Administration, they | 


readily assented to i; and, with some modifications, a bill 
way passed t9 build four war steamers, and to which there 
wus un amendment authorizing the Seeretary of the Navy 
to contract with us in conformity to our proposals to the 
Postinaster General. 

When we proposed to carry the mails, we intended, in 


good faith, to perform that service, and whether we have or | 
Wher my proposition | 


not, your Department must judge. 
was first made, the average time of the steamers from Liv- 
erpool to Boston was. fifteen days and six hours, equal to 
at least sixieen days to New York, and at that time - did 
notsuppose that the service could be performed with less 
than five steamers, to insure the regular transmission of 
the mails, which is so essential to commerce and for reve- 
nue t0 the Government, nor could the service of twenty 


trips, as called for in the original contract, have been per. | 


formed with less than five ships of two thousand tonseach ; 


but by our increased size and speed, we have not only been | 


enabled to make our passages in the average time of a ltte 
over eleven days, (the cost of which over that of the time 
taken, as herein stated by the English steamers, is more 
than doubled,) but we are also enabled to make twenty-six 
hued of twenty voyages per annum, as at first contem- 
aated., 

As soon as it was known that our Government had con- 
tracted with us, no pains were spared in England to deride 
the idea that America could build ocean steamers, and 
never was British influence moreexerted to defeat the in- 
terest of her great maritime rival, than in their endeavors 


to vanguish our line. Knowing that to silence English® 


clamor, and to have the star spangled banner float untar- 
nished, we must do more than Eogtand had done, and we be- 


lieve that the world acknowledges the trident of the seas to | 


be still ours! After unceasing efforts of several months, | to the amendment is disposed of, 


(owing to the discredit which had been thrown on ocean 
steamers by those that had been builtin this couutry,) it was 


| 


| 
t 
| 
i 
| 


with great difficulty that we got subseribed a little over a mil- 
lion of dollars ; and although we advertised in almost every 
large city in our country for additional subscribers, before 
and after we got the increased pay for the service, not a 
single share was taken, notwithstanding every exertion to 
get new subscribers, in order to Tessen the indebtedness of 
the company, which yet remains nearly one million and 
a half of dollars: but, fortunately, the original subscribers 
to the stock were men who had full as much regard for the 
pride of the natien as for their own interest; they left me 
uutrammeied, with but one ediet, which was, that‘ You 
must not make a failure, if you risk every dollar.” Does 
history produce as much devotion to country’s honor by 
any other men? I think not. As before remarked, it was 
necessary to do more than Eingland had done; and, in 50 
doing, we built four ships of much greater tonnage and 
power than our competitors, by which means we are ena- 
bled to perform the service with three ships, and have 
always a spare ship in port; but the cost of keeping that 
spare ship is nearly $150,000 per annum. The ships of our 
line are the Atlantic, Pacific, Arctic, and Baltic. We have 
at command the most essential part-of the frame for the 
fifth ship, which the honorable, the Iate. Secretary of the 
Navy, Graham, did not deem necessary to be built at pres- 
ent, remarking that we had better wait to see what im- 
provements our rivals would make. ; 
As many attempts have been made recently to throw dis- 
credit on Ocean mail steamers for war purposes, l begleave 
lo state that the cost of ours was greatly enhanced to. build 
them suifably for that purpose; and that all onr plans were 
Submitted to, and approved by, the Navy Department, aad 
Tam not aware thata similar course has been pursued by 
any other contractors or their assignees. I am at any time 
prepared to prove that, up to this time, the equal of our four 
steamers has not been built, for war or peace purposes, 
either in or out of the Navy; and it would afford me much 
pleasure to appear before the honorable the Committee of 
Ways and Means to convince them of what 1 have herein 


stated. Yours, respectful) 
ep? DW ARUMK, COLLINS. 
To Hon. James CAMPBELL, 
Postmaster General, Washington, D. O. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to op- 
pose the amendment, which I believe is to strike 
out the words ‘have been able,’’and to insert the 
word ‘‘ endeavor.” 1 prefer the original phrase- 
ology, because it requires the withdrawal of the 
British steamers before the American steamers 
shall be withdrawn. As connected with that act, 
and pertinent to it, I desire to say a single word in 
reference to that subject. The remark has been 
made by a number of gentlemen, that these vessels 
are Unfit for war purposes. { believe Ñ is univer- 
sally admitted, that these steamers are the safest 
steamers in the world, and that they are not only 
the safest, but that they are stronger and better 
built than any war vessels afloat. 1 have it from 
the lips of a distinguished officer of the Navy— 
one who has served his country in both a civil 
and military capacity—that these vessels are better 
fitted than any vessels afloat for the purposes of 
war. Commodore Perry told me that if he had 
his choice of vessels for war steamers, he would 
take one of these in preference to any other. 

Now, sir, the objection made to the construc- 


t 


tion of the British steamers; and mentioned ina | 


report of the admiralty upon that subject, ren- 
dering them, as the admiralty thought, unfit as 
vessels of war, was to the mode of construction 
of their bows and sterns; and those defects are 
entirely overcome, in the construction of the ves- 
sels of the Collins steamers. As a proof of the 
fact, that these vessels are the safest and strong- 
est steamers afloat, and therefore susceptible, at 
a small expense, of being converted into war 
steamers, I will state a fact which I heard in New 


|i York, but from no authoritative source, and F 


mention it only to call to it the attention of those 
who would be likely to know about it; and that 
was, that it was currently reported there that the 
Emperor of Russia, as also the Emperor of 
France, had both made application to the owners 
of the Collins line for the purchase of one or more 
of those vessels for war purposes, and that Mr. 
Collins declined upon the ground that they were 
vessels belonging to the United States; or, atleast, 
that they were at the command of the United States 
for war purposes at any time they might be de- 
‘manded; and that, therefore, it was not in his 
power to dispose of them. Now, sir, I do not 
know whether these statements are true or not; I 
mention them for the purpose of asking gentle- 
men who know whether they are so or not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I suppose! cannot debate 
the amendment, But I rise for the purpose of 


| Modifying my amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment cannot be modified unless the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman frorh New York 


Mr. CLINGMAN. But I may desire to mod- 
ify my amendment by accepting the amendment 


of the gentleman from New York. At least I 
think I have the right to modify my amendment. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew hig amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, I now modify my amend- 
ment so that it will read: 

Provided, further, That the President shah endeavor by 
treaty or otherwise, to induce the British Government to 
abandon in a similar manner the subsidy paid to the Cunard 
line, in which event the Postmaster General is instructed 
to take the necessary steps to getrid of the existing con- 
tracts with ocean mail steamers for the transportation of. 
the mails. : : 

I only desire to say that I desire that the Presi- 
dent shall be instructed to induce the British Gov- 
ernment, if possible, to abandon their contract 
with the Cunarders, and then we can, with a better 
conscience, abandon our system. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This is a very in- 
teresting debate; but, like all good things, it must 
have a termination. | move that the committee 
rise, that I may move to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of terminating the five minute debate. 

The question was taken; and the motian was 
not agreed to. ` 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I move to strike out 
of the proviso the words ‘in a similar manner,.”” 

It isa very difficult thing in a speech of five 
minutes to discuss as it should be discussed, so 
important a question as this, Gentlemen who 
were here a few years ago, when this appropria- 
tion was made for an increase of compensation to 
the Collins line, will recollect very well, no doubt, 
the exciting and interesting debate that then en- 
sued. Well informed gentlemen from all parts of 
the country looked upon the competition between 
the British steamers of the Cunard line and the 
American steamers of what is called the Collings 
line, as a great national question. I recgliect dis- 
tinctly that a distinguished Senator from Texas 
stated, ina report to the Senate, that the people 
of the United States had paid the British Govern- 
ment, for postages charged by the Cunard line, 
$5,000,000. We had no competition or share of 
the postages between Europe and the United States 
prior to the establishment of this line. A postal 
arrangement was made by the United States and 
Great Britain, after which the Collins line was. 
established, and now we receive about $790,000 
per annum for transporting mails under this pos- 
tal arrangement. i 

And here let me say to gentlemen of this com- 
mittee, that the four ships of the Collins line, in 
point of tonnage, exceed seven of the Cunard line 
of steamers. The British Government sustained 
their line. The Collins. line was establised by 
the capital, not of Mr. Collins alone, but of men 
of capital and enterprise in the country, and they . 
were to make about twenty trips a year. About 
$3,000,000 were expended by those gentlemen in 
this great enterprise. They found, in competition 
with the Cunard line, aided by the British Gov- 
ernment, that it was a losing business, their stock 


i| at that time being worth only about fifty cents for 


the one dollar paid by them, and they appealed to 
Congress, as it was a national measure, for an in- 
crease of compensation, if they would increase their 
trips to twenty-six instead of twenty per annum, 
and Congress gave it to them. [ think it would be 
a violation of good faith towards this company 
now to give them notice that their contract will 
terminate on the 31st of December next, as will 
be perceived from‘the reading of the proviso: í 

Provided, that it shall be in the power of Congress at 
any time after the 31st day of December, 1854, to terminate 
the arrangement for the additional allowance herein pro~ 
vided for on giving six months’ nolice.”? 

I think the motion of my colleague, the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, [Mr. O.ps,] to strike out all of the section 
from the eighth to the tenth line, is a proper one. 
Let us not legislate to-day, and next year reverse 
that legislation and violate our own contracts. You 
must adhere to your own propositions, or the en- 
terprising men of the country will pay no atten- 
tion to them. I say that these ships of the Collins 
line are among the very best in the world. Nay, 
I believe they are the very best in the world. I 
would take Commodore Perry’s judgment about 
them in preference to that of half a dozen old 
fogy officers who have not gone to sea for per- 
haps twenty years. Commodore Perry is a host 
in himself. When Washington was appointed 
commander-in-chief of the Army the second time, 


during the Presidency of John Adams, he was 
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urged toaccept that appointment by the President, 
because his very name,as Mr. A. said, was worth | 
several armies. Commodore Perry ’s opinion about | 
the sirength and utility of these Collins steamers | 
is worth a dozen of such men as are sent from | 
their quarters at home to investigate the utility, 
strength, quality, and power of these steamships. 
And Perry says that these Collins steamers are 
suited for war purposes, and among the very 
best ships built. I have sailed across the ocean 
in one of them myself, and I have seen nothing 
abroad equal to them. I have heard hundreds of 
men in Europe expressing their admiration: of | 
them as the best ships on the face of the globe. 
And I believe that they are fit for many purposes 
of war, 

i have not time to enlarge on this subject; but I 
will say, that the faith ofthe Government is plighted 
here. The faith df the Government is pledged to 
this company until after the 31st of December, 
1854, when you may give the notice to discon- 
tinue the contract. My colleague on my right 
[Mr. O1ps] made a proper and honorable motion 
to strike out all the first section of the bill except 
that making the appropriation, and I hope it will | 
be adopted by the committee, 

I have referred to Commodore Perry’s opinion 
in relation to these steamers, and I will send it to 
the Clerk’s desk that it may be read. 

The following extracts from a letter written by 
Commodore Perry to the Secretary of the Navy, | 
were accordingly read: | 

According to my calculations, the cost of the conversion | 
of either the beforementioned vessels, exclusive of arma- | 
ments, repair of machinery, &c., would not, or certainly | 

Ought not, to cost for each steamer over $20,000; und it 
could readily be done for this at any of our navy-yards. 
With respect to the description and weight of their respec- 
tive armaments, I am clearly of the opinion that the first 
class steamers already named could easily carry four ten- 
inch Paixhan guns on pivots—two forward and two aft— į 
of the weight of those in the Mississippi, and ten eight inch 
Paixhan guns on the sides; and this armament would not 
ineommode the vessels, and the weight less than the ice, 
which is usually forty tons, and stowed away in one mass.”? 

* * * * * k * 

In the general operations of a maritime war they could 
render good service, and especially would they be useful 
from their great speed as dispatch vessels, and for the trans- 
portation of troops, always capable of attack and defense, 
and of overhauling or escaping from an enemy. 

_ “ The Atlantic, Baltic, and Arctic, have all been built, 
inspected, and received by the Navy Department.’? 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I shall not enter into any 


particulars in relation to the amount of this appro- } 


priation. 1 wish to say a word or two in answer 
to my colleague, [Mr. Taytor.] Mr. Chairman, 


the impolicy of attempting to follow foreign Gov- | 


ernments in their extravagances of legislation, 
must be apparent to us all. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Let me suggest | 


to the gentleman from Ohio that we are making 


foreign Governments and foreign people follow us. | 


Mr. GIDDINGS. [understand the gentleman 
from Maine to say that we are making foreign 
Governments follow us. The whole argument in 
favor of this subsidy to the Collins line, urged at 
the commencement of this system, was, that the 
British Government had established and subsid- 
ized the Cunard line; and that, therefore, we, the 
American Congress, were bound to do the same 
thing. That it was necessary, in order to main- 
tain our national glory, to keep up our reputation 
as the greatest people upon earth. And now what 
a spectacle are we presenting to the country and 
to the world! A proposition bas been made here 


to-day not merely to legislate on the subject our- į 


selves, to transact cur own business, to control į 
our own affairs, but to direct or request the Pres- | 
ident of the United States to interpose with the 

English Government, for the purpose of affecting | 


the legislation of the British Parliament, Now, f| 
am very willing to go to almost any length in le- | 
gislation; I would net limit our power by any or- | 
dinary rules of jurisdiction; | would ke willing to 
insist that we are really the greatest people upon 
earth. Indeed, I will even say, at this time, that 
I would object to the annexation of Great Britain. 
Then we might legislate for her without difficulty; | 
but I doubt the propriety of attempting it now. | 
lam not willing to direct the President to inter- | 
fere with the legislation of any foreign Govern- | 
ment, ! 
ldo not know of anything which would have ; 

| 

i 


i 
| 
| 
i 
| 


struck me as more entirely without the line cf our 


duty than the proposition which is now made to 


control the British Government in its extrava- 


| have the contract. 


f 
pi 
] 
| 
i in matters of show; in stern realities, and not in: 3 
i l been said, the mails and passe 
ii country and Europe were transported by means of 


gance: te ask a foreign Power to desist from its 
unwise legisiation—saying if they will cease te ke | 
unwise and extravagant, we will then cease te fel 
low out a system which is palpably wrong, We, 


Parliament, nor to adopt tke errors cf foreign 
Governments; not to fellow the example of foreign 
nations in their extravagance. Whe did net see 
this state of facts at the time this subject was first 
hurried upon the consideration of Congress? The 
avenues to this House were soon crowded, and 
our Halls almost surrendered to the possession of 
lobby members, whe were endeavoring to get us 


to establish lines of steamers to almost every port ; 


the principles of the Government, to speculate in | 


this matter, by bestowing favers uper certain 
individuals, nor by entering into partnerships with 
companies to build ships, and give them a mo- 
nepoly, thereby discouraging cther commercizi 
men who cannot compete with the Government. 
l object to such a course. Though having gen- 
erally very little sympathy with gentlemen over 
the way, yet, on this occasion, I thank them for 
discarding the idea of granting monopolies to in- 
dividuals. It is opposed to the whole spirit of our 
republican institutions. Monopolies cannot exist 
in a pure Government. No Government can 
maintain its character for justice, if it grants mo- 
nopolies of this description. The very favoritism 
shown to one is of itself a wrong to others. 
unjust to allothers. If justice be virtue, let it 
be dealt out with an even hand to every man. 
Let each enjoy the same privilege, and none will | 
complain. 

I do not object to the character of those steam- 
ers; nor do I care whether they were suitable for 
war vessels or not. I would not have given one 
cent more to this company if they had furnished 
the best ships for war in the universe. We merely 
wanted the mails carried. The speed with which 
they were transported was a matter of considera- 
tion, but whether there were two or five Paixhan 
guns, or none at all, on board the ships, was a | 
matter of perfect indifference with us. When the | 


proposition to bestow this monopoly on the com- H 


| 
pany was first brought forward, I regarded the | 
plan for making the ships suitable for war steam- | 
ers a sheer humbug, invented for the purpose of 
giving the prestige of war to the matter, to cover | 


up the favoritism, and render it more acceptable ii 


to the people. I looked upon it, and supposed 
other gentlemen to regard it, an argument ad 
hominem, in order to induce us to vote for the 
main proposition. I do not believe there was a 
man who supposed we were to have war during 
the existence of this contract. No man expected 
it. 
then than we have now. 
extravagant expenditure has been made for the | 
purchase of national glory. To follow the exam- 
ple of England in her career of glory. Well, sir, : 
the glory has departed—the money is gone—and | 
thegentleman from North Carolina desires to pass Í 


liament, notto lead us after any more such phan- 
tomsof glory. Now, sir, I would act as becomes 
an American Congress—as becomes American 
statesmen. I would act independent of British 
examples; independent of all monarchies, We 
profess to be a Democracy, a republican govern- 
ment, and to deal in plain matters of fact, and not : 
vain glory. i 
{Here the hammer fell.] | 


are sent here to legislate for ourselves, for cur own |! 


country, not to correct the abuses of the British | 


I 
i 


It is |) 


|| most for.the service rendered. 


Mr, TAYLOR, of Ohio, by unanimous consent 
then withdrew his amendment. ° 
Mr. GOODE. I move to strike out the first 
line of the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 
Now, sir, I believe it to be competent for the 
| House to give this notice. Tne language is ex- 
i; press and emphatic that it shall be competent for 
H Congress, after the 31st day of December next, 
ito terminate this contract, and to put the parties 
| in possession of the fact that we intend to do so. 
|| We are required to give them six months’ nctice. 
|| The terms of the proviso refer to the termination 
|| of the contract, and not to the notice, The ob- 
|i ject is to give the parties notice of the termination 
The contract gives us the 

right to terminate it after the 3lst of December, 
, and the plain reason and intention of the proviso ` 
enables us to give the notice before that time. 

But it is said that this contract‘ought not to be 
terminated because our faith is pledged. How? 
These men contract with us for twenty trips, at 
' $19,250 a trip, and all that was pledged on the 
| part of the Government was pledged then in that 
contract. What we have given them since on 
| account of the twenty trips, is all a mere gratuity, 
| and without one particle of consideration aceruing 
| to the Government. We put the contract at a cer- 
| tain sum, and they came forward here and induced 
| us to increase the amount from $10,250 to $33,000 
|a trip, and that increase was made without con- 
| sideration or equivalent, making in all $858,000 
| per year for these vessels, and tor what? [ call 
| upon this House to say for what? Do wê pay this 
L $858,000 to this line because the service we re- 
ceive from these vessels is sufficient to compensate 
ll us? Sir, the statement which has been made 
i! here in reference to the earnings of thia line also 
| include the earnings of the Cunard line. Our Post- 
| master General has given us the returns of the 
| revenue received by these different lines of steam- 
‘| ers, from which it appears that the net earnings ` 
ii of the Collins line of steamers are set down at 
$192,000 and a fraction. 

And again, it has been stated that this Govern- 
| ment has paid less to the Collins line than the 
British Government has paid the Cunard line. 
| Now, sir, the British Government pay to the Cu- 
| narders £175,000 per annum, being less than 
| $900,000, and require them to make fifty trips a 
Now, let us see which Government pay the 
The British Gov- 
| ernment pay less than $900,000 for fifty trips 
|a year. The United States Government pay 
‘| $858,000 for twenty-six trips, being about an 
|i equal sum for about half the service. 

il “But, sir, I was astonished at the position and 
i! argument of my friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 
(| Cuineman.] He justifies the support of the Col- 


of the arrangement. 
in the civilized world. If I recollect aright, the : 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Wentwerrn] in- 
troduced a resolution to exclude them frem the 
Hall, in order to allow members to get to ard 
from their seats. Gentlemen who have served 
in Congress for afew years past must recollect 
these things, They succeeded. We yielded to 
their demands in part. We established several 
lines. We have tried the experiment; it has 
failed. I cannot say that 1 have been disappointed, 
but all must admit the principle to be wrong. | 

Let me say that, in my epinion, the only proper | 
course is to let the carrying of these foreign mails | 
be open te competition, so that all may have an 
equal chance for the service, and let the company 
whose Lid is mcstadvartegeousto the Gcvernment 
I do not look at the expense. | 
It is not cur province, ner is it consistent with 


| year. 


t 


assailed, in jeopardy, about to be driven from the 
seas, by the unequal and unfair competition of 
li one line of ocean mail steamers, supported by the 
bounty of the British Government, and he pro- 
|| poses to relieve our shipping interest; to keep our 
| flag flying on the seas, by incorporating another 
ii line of ocean mail steamers, to be supported by 
i| the bounty of the American Government! The 


No one had any more idea of such an event: Collins line, receiving from us a bounty of 
The whole truth is, this | 


| $858,000, brought forward to act in concert-— 
actually to alternate—with the Cunard line, re- 
ceiving a buunty of near $900,600 from England, 
and done for the safety and protection of the pri- 
; vate merchantmen,of our own country. American 


! commerce unable to support the unequal sompe- 


| a law directing the President to exert his best en- | tition of one line of ocean steamers, supported by 


| deavors, with Her Britannic Majesty and her Par- 


the bounty of Government, subjected to the more 
unequal competition of two lines of ocean mail 
steamers, supported by the bounty of Govern- 
ment! and this, too, asa measure of relief! 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. t rise to op- 
pose the amendment of the gentieman from Vir- 
ginia. lam opposed to it because I am opposed 
| to anything which will have a tendency to teim- 
| inate this contractat present. Formerly, asit has 
i ngers between this 


2008 
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Bailing vessels, occupying thirty or forty days upon 
the voyage. At length it was demonstrated that 
the Atlantic could be- erossed by steam; that our 
steam shuttles could ply between the United States 
and the other hemisphere. The Cunard line of 
steamers. was established under the bounty. of the 
British Government, to ply between Liverpool and 
Boston. The mails'which had heretofore been car- 
ried by sailing vessels were transferred to these 
steamers, and the whole business of carrying the 
mails between the two continents was. carried on 
by the Cunard—a British line of steamers—and the 
United States, the greatest maritime Power in the 
world, the greatest ship-building and ship-owning 
country in the world, had nothing to do with 
it. We submitted fora time,and allowed them 
to, monopolize the whole business. It was not 
deemed to comport with our honor nor our dig- 
nity, to our position, nor the advantage of the 
country that it should be so; and in time a steam- 
ship company of our own was established. The 
Steamers were constructed, and what was accom- 
plished? The time now occupied in crossing the 
Atlantic from ghe points in Europe and America, 
instead of being, as it was before the Collins line 
commenced running, from fourteen to fifteen days, 
is only from nine to ten days. Time is money; 
and we have saved so much in hastening the tran- 
sit of freight, the mails, and passengers from one 
continent to another. We have done this for the 
advantage of commerce. Everybody knows how 
advantageous it is that correspondence should be 
carried onsin the shortest possible time, with the 
greatest celerity and certainty between important 
commercial points. 

By the construction of these steamers we gained 
an important advantage. The people and the 
commerce of the country have gained by it. We 
have gained a thousand fold more than we have 
expended on it. The postage was then four times 
what it is now. That British monopoly would 
have continued to this day,and may be indefinitely, 
had there been no rivalry. In consequence of the 
competition the postage has been reduced by treaty 
to one half or one third what it was before, and the 
advantage has been felt by the whole country. By 
increasing the correspondence between Europe and 
America, and particularly the poorer classes who 
have emigrated to this land, and their friends at 
home, we have done great service to the country. 
We have, in cheapening postage to the million, 
saved more than we have expended. We have 
accomplished all these great results, and we find 
now, although we pay $800,000 and more each 
year, yet that we receive directly and indirectly, 
but really and truly, over $700,000 and lose only 
some $70,000 annually, and even this loss we may 
hope to overcome in a year or two. ` 

[Here the hammer fell.) 

Mr. GOODE, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
his amendment. i 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I move to strike 
out the first and second lines of the amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, [ would inquire of the friends 
of the Collins line, if these ships be all that they’ 
are claimed to be, if they are superior to those of 
the Cunard line—and I do not pretend to deny 
it—how it happens that, while the two lines are 
alternating in the carrying of the mails between 
Europe and America, the proceeds of the Collins 
line amounted only to $150,000 for the last year, 
while those of the Cunard line amounted to 
$439,687? 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. The reason of the differ. 
ence is obvious: the Cunard line made double the 
number of trips. f 

Mr. ALLEN. Butit turns out that their re- 
ceipts from postage amount to three times those of 
the Collins line. [ ask gentlemen why this is? 
I can explain it only on one principle, and that is 
that the Collins line instead of turning its attention 
to the mail interests of the country, has been 
looking to the carrying of passengers and freight 
betwen the two countries. I can explain it on no 
other principle. Look at the amount of mail 
matter sent from this country, and the amount 
received from Gteat Britain, and compare them. 
While one performs fifty trips, and the other 
twenty trips during the year, the former takes 
three times the mail matter that the latter does. 
So much for the advantage in point of vessels. 

I call upon gentlemen again, I say, to explain 
why it isthat the preference in the transmission 
of mail matter is given to the Collins line. I know 


| gentleman from Ohio. 
| the subsequent legislation of the same kind that 


it is said that Great Britain prefers to transport 
all her mail matter upon her own line. But that 
does not answer the other objection, that the 
amount of matier transported from this country 
to Great Britain by the Cunard line is more than 
double the amount transmitted by the Collins line. 

i desire to make another remark in addition to 
what was said by the gentleman from Virginia, 
and itis this: That the proviso in the law giving 
us the power to terminate this contract with the 
Collins line after the-31st of December, relates to 
the termination of the contract, and not.to giving 
notice. Since, then, we pay an exorbitantamount 
to the Collins line, and as we receive compara- 
tively nothing, so far as the revenues of the Post 
Office Departmentare concerned, let us bring them 
back to the original contract, and let us hold them 
to it, until we can get rid of the whole concern. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not propose to enter 
into a debate upon this proposition. My object 
is to see if Í cannot induce the committee to come 
to a vote upon it. We have but very little time 
to act upon this matter. However much we may 
discuss this question here, the vote we take is 
hardly a test. Although I am in favor of the pro- 
viso being retained in the bill, with a view of get- 
ting a test vote upon it in the House by the yeas 
and nays, I would rather that it be stricken out. 
Let us go into the House and havea test vote upon 
this thing. 

{Cries of “Agreed!” Agreed !?’] 

The question was taken upon Mr. ALLEN’S 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

The question recurred upon Mr, Cuineman’s 
amendment. 

Mr. MACE. I offer the following amendment 
to strike out, from the seventh to the eighteenth 
lines inclusive, and insert: 

That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, in- 
structed to declare at an end all the ocean mail steamer 
service now in use, so soon as, in his opinion, the public 
interest will justify it ; and he shall anticipate the ending 
of said contracts by advertising for the like ocean mail 


steamer service to the lowest and best bidder, so as not to 
obstruct the mail steamer service now employed. 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana seems to be an amend- 
ment to the original section, and not an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Crineman.] 

Mr. MACE. I offer it thén as an amendment 
to the amendment of the gentleman from North 
Carolina. {£ do hope that, as I have paid much 
attention to this matter of ocean mail steamers, 
the committee will hear me patiently; and all the 
regret that I have on this occasion is, that I have 
nota full hour, that I might lay before the com- 
mittee, in full, the views that | entertain in refer- 


| ence to the ocean mail steamer service, not only 


between New York and Liverpool, but also in re- 
lation to the Sloo and Garay contracts, and the 


| Aspinwall contract in the Pacific, from Panama to 


California and Oregon. 

Sir, let the truth be told at once, that the Congress 
of the United States, from 1847 down to the pres- 
ent time, have been guilty of the most egregious 
blunders in relation to this whole business. In 
1847, when the first contract was made for this 
mail steamer service, the general idea throughout 
the country in relation to it was, that it would 
have a tendency to build up the Navy of the 
United States. And when the bill was introduced 
authorizing the construction of four steam vessels, 
the question was taken, and—strange to say—not 
one single speech was made upon it except by a 
That was the cause of all 


we have had from that time to the present. Not 


| only have we appropriated subsidies for the Col- 


lins line of steamers, but we have done the like for 
all the other ocean mail service of the country. 
The whole system is wrong. The Aspinwall line 
and the Sloo line show out the system in bold re- 


lief, More money has been appropriated for these 


lines in proportion to the amount received from 
postage than has been appropriated even to the 
Collins line. The whole system is wrong from 
beginning to end; and it is well for Congress to 
consider it now. 

The point is this: these contracts have all had 


| ten years to run from the period at which they 


were entered into, Five years of that time has 
expired, and we have appropriated more than five 
millions to the service without an adequate return. 
All these lines are on the same footing, and now 
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| the proposition which I offer is the only one which, 


-give the notice. 


I think, Congress ought to consider ia. relation to 
the matter—that is, to strike from the service every 
single one of these mail steamers, including the 
Coilins line, including the Sloo line, including the 
Aspinwall line—and let all these contracts come 
back to Congress for readjustment. 

Mr. OLDS. 1 am opposed to all these amend- 
ments except the motion made by myself; and 
my reason is this, that I cannot see you can ac- 
complish anything by any of these other motions. 
The bill proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means makes the compensation to this line con- 
tinue up to the 30th of June, 1856; and my motion 
is, that after the 31st of December, you give them 
the notice. There is no loss to the Government 
by delaying this matter, and you thereby obviate 
every difficulty. Before the 31st of December, take 
up the bill reported by the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and then strike out all of 
these lines. ‘Take them up together, and treat 
them all together. The terms of the proviso give 
six months beyond that time. Iam, therefore, in 
favor of putting off the whole matter until the 3st 
of December, and then take up the bill on the Cal- 
endar, and strike down all the lines together, 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Macr’s® 
amendment to the amendment; and: it. was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. GOODE moved a pro forma amendment, 
and said: 

I offer an amendment to enable me to reply 
to the gentleman from Ohio, in answer to his 
proposition to postpone this notice until the next 
session of Congress. Now, sir, his argument is, 
that we cannot give the notice until the 31st day 
of December next. On the 31st day of June one 
year of this contract terminates; and if we put off 
the matter until the next session, and until after 
the 3lst of December, I fear we shal! not be able 
to give the six months’ notice to take effect on the 
31st of June, as it is just six months from the 
3lst of December to the 3lst of June, so that 
another year may commence to run under the 
contract, and we shall be in for another annual 
appropriation by adopting the suggestions of the 
gentleman from Ohio. . 

I am opposed to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, for this reason: that he 
proposes to make this matter a subject of arrange- 
ment between the two Governments. Such a 
thing may be pending for ten years, and nobody 
can tell for how long a time. If you adopt his 
proposition, when we come here at the next ses- 
sion and undertake to provide for giving notice 
then, it will be an argument with the gentlemen 
who advocate this line, that it has become a matter 
of diplomatic arrangement, and that consequently 
it would be indecorous to the Executive and to the 
Court of St. James for Congress to undertake to 
The support of this line causes 
a loss of $665,000 a year to the Treasury of the 
United States. I affirm that such is the amount 
of loss to the Government annually. We-pay to 
this line $858,000 a year; and receive in return 
only $192,000, making a difference of $665,000, 


| throwing off fractions—a dead loss to the Govern- 


ment every year. In reference to the whole sys- 
tem of ocean mail steamer service, the Govern- 
ment, in supporting it, sustains a dead loss of over 
a million anda half of dollars, and it can be demon- 
strated by the report of the Postmaster General 
himself. Is Congress prepared to carry on this 
system of bounties to companies and individuals, 
distributing annually among a favored few—per- 
haps a dozen men—$1,500,000? 

ir, I hate demagogism, and I hate dema- 


gogues; but I love truth; and itis the truth that 


we are taxing the people of this country at the 
rate of $1,500,000 a year in supporting these 
splended mail steamers. The gentleman over the 


| way from Ohio [Mr. Tayror] brings up the afirm- 
; ation of Commodore Perry as an authority that 


these steamers are fit for war purposes. I affirm 
that I can bring more than a dozen authorities to 
support the proposition that they are unfit for, and 
cannot be adapted to, the purposes of war. Not 
one of the Collins line of steamers can possibly be 
appropriated to that purpose. They are good for 
nothing, in that respect, in comparison with the 
amount of money that has been expended upon 
them. This whole system is wrong and rotten. 
Throw open the trade and the business to the 
competition of all, advertise for contracts to carry 
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t 
your mails, as you advertise all other contracts. | 
Let the mails be carried upon the ocean upon the |j 
same principle that they are carried on land, and | 
give the contract to the lowest responsible bidder, || 
and in so doing Congress will discharge its duty |! 
to the country. i 

Mr. DISNEY. When I voted to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
upon this bill this morning, | did it with the expect- | 
ation that the debate or discussion would occupy 
but a very short time. Sir, there 1s not an old 
member upon this floor who has not heard this 
question of carrying the mail by ocean steamers 
discussed over and over again. There has not 
been an idea advanced upon this subject to-day 
that has not been reiterated—I was going to say 
thousand times; but it has been said over and over 
again, and no new light can possibly be shed upon 
the subject. I have no doubt that the members 
upon this floor have generally, if not universally, 
made up their minds upon the questions before 
the committee, and J appeal to the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to stop this de- 
bate, and bring the House to a vote upon this bill. 

The amendment to the amendment was not | 
agreed to. j 

“The question was then taken upon Mr. CLING- 
man’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the original 
amendment, offered by Mr. Oxps. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded tellers upon | 
the amendment. | 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Parker and | 
RippLE were appointed. | 

The, question was taken; and the tellers re- į 
ported—ayes 70, noes 72. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. i 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to amend by striking | 
out the word ‘ forthwith,” and inserting in lieu | 
of it the words ‘immediately after -the 31st day | 
of December, 1854;” so that notice, instead of | 
being given forthwith, should not be given until | 
after the above mentioned. time. I shall notargue | 

| 


the amendment. 
Mr. GOODE. Irise to a question of order. | 
That question has been expressly decided by the | 
committee, : | 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that the proposition of the gentleman from New | 
York is to strike out the word “forthwith,” and | 
it is, therefore, a different question from the one | 
just disposed of. | 
Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a question of order. | 
The committee having refused to strike out these | 
lines, it is not in order now to move to strike them | 
out and insert anything else, or to strike out any |! 
portion of them, The matter which the commit- || 
tee has refused to strike out is not now amend- į 
able. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that a || 
proposition to strike out does not preclude a 
proposition to strike out and substitute something ; 
else. : 
Mr. HAVEN. I desire to make this remark. 
I listened to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Goons,] and I doubt not that he | 
honestly entertains the opinions he put forth;.but, |! 
in my judgment, strictly, technically, accurately, į 
and legally speaking, as a question of law, this | 
notice cannot be properly given until the 31st day | 
of Deéember has expired. The language of the | 
proviso is— 


i 

«That it shall be in the power of Congress at any time | 
after the 3Lst day of December, 1854, to terminate the ar- | 
ragement for the additional allowance herein provided for | 
on giving six months? notice.” | 

Suppose you transpose it, and say that upon | 
giving six months after the 31st of December, 1854, | 
you may terminate the agreement. The notice | 
must be given, and must commence at that time, ` 
for the purpose of terminating it. Ido not desire jj 
to argue the point, but I desire to submit it to the | 
committee, as my opinion, that you might as well | 
give notice in reference to any other transaction, 
and by that means hasten the performance of an 
agreement which is provided for ata different time, | 


‘| 1854. 
| ence directly to the time the contract expires? If, 
i however, the Executive Department of the Gov- 


‘in the first place, is, that there is no law author- 


‘ certainly proposes legislation which canno 


;| is in pursuance o 


‘coasts.. My amendment proposes to direct the 


and under different circumstances. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I differ with the gentleman | 
from New York as to the effect of that proviso in į 
the law of 1852. The time mentioned is for the | 
termination of this extra allowance. There is | 
nothing in the law that says we shall postpone the 
time of giving notice. We may give notice when- | 
ever we see fit to dose. We might have given | 


notice the very day after this bill was signed, that 
we would terminate this contract at the expira- 
tion of six months after the 31st of December, 
The time mentioned in the law has refer- 


ernment should construe the law as the gentleman 
from New York does, there would then be no 
harm done, for they would give the notice for the 
31st of December. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded tellers upon 
Mr. Haven’s amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CAMPBELL 
and McMutuin were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 82, noes 61. 

So Mr. Haven’s amendment was adopted. 

[The committee here informally rose, and the 
House received a message from the President of 
the United States, by Sıoxey WensteEr, his Pri- 
vate Secretary, informing the House that he had 
signed sundry bills of the House.} 

The committee thgn resumed its session. 


Mr HOUSTON. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment, to come in at the twenty-fourth line. 
It is to carry out existing contracts: 

For earrying out the contract entered into by the Post 
Office Department under an ‘Act to provide for a tri- 
monthly mail from New Orleans to Vera Cruz, by way of 
‘Tampico and back by steam vessels,” approved August 30, 
1854, 854,700. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. OLDS. {offer an amendment, to comein 
immediately after the amendment, just adopted. 

The Clerk commenced to read the amendment; 
but was interrupted by . g 

Mr. HOUSTON, who said: That is a proposi- 
tion to enter into a new contract. It proposes an 
appropriation for an object not authorized by 
law. 

Mr. OLDS. It does not make any appropria- 
tion at all. h . 

Mr. HOUSTON. Whether it does or not, it 
proposes to authorize the Department to enter into 
a new contract, and such an amendment is not in 
order upon this bill. a 

Mr. ORR, If it does not make an appropria- 
tion, it certainly ought not to be in the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. If the Chair decides the 
amendment in order, I take an appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will first hear 
the entire amendment read. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 

Provided, That the Postmaster General be, and he is 
hereby, V 
huantepee company for the transportation of the United 
States mails, in weekly trips from Mobile or New Orleans 
to San Francisco, via Tehuantepec, for the term of four 
years, at a compensation of $750,000 per ‘annum, the ser: 
vice to commence upon the completion of the plank road 
now being constructe@ across the isthmus of Tehuante- 
pee, said service to be performed within fourteen days 
each way. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Now, sir, my point of order, 


izing the appropriation, if the amendment makes 
an appropriation; and whether it does or notat | 
t legit- 
imately be made in an appropriation bill, I think 
the amendment is clearly out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will inquire of 
the gentleman from Ohio whether the amendment 


Mr. OLDS. My opposition to the point of 
order raised by the gentleman from Alabama is, 
that the amendment makes no appropriation, and 
contains ne provision except one which may legit- 
imately come into an appropriation bill. The bill 
contains the annual appropriation for a semi- 
monthly mail between the Atlantic and Pacific 


Postmaster General to contract fora weekly mail. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order, unless in pursuance 
of preéxisting law. The Chair decides it to be 
out of order. . 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I have an 
amendment to offer, which I think will be in order. 
{ move the following proviso: 

Provided, That the Postmaster General be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to coniract with the lowest 
responsible bidder, for a weekly transportation of the Cal- 
jfornia mails, hy stich route as in his judgment shall best 


combine the advantages of celerity, certainty, and econo- 


my—the compensation for such service in nò event to €x- 


authorized and directed to contract with the Te- i| 


f existing law ? ji [ J : f 8 
| to the Collins line provides for notice being given; 


aes ate now paid for the transportation of a semi-month- 
y mail. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I raise the same point of 
order with reference to this amendment as to that 
just offered by the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. STANTON. I simply desire to say, that 
this bill provides for the transportation of a semi- 
monthly mail between the Atlantic and Pacific 
coasts, for which it makes an appropriation of 
over seven hundred and twenty thousand dollars. 
Now, my. amendment proposes that the Post- 
master General shall contract with the lowest . 
bidder for a semi-weekly service, by which we 
shall get a weekly instead of a semi-monthly ser- 
vice for the same amount. 

Mr. PECKHAM. It is not the same service. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This bill is confined strictly 
in its provisions to existing contracts made in pur- 
| suance of Jaw. There is no appropriation made 
| in the bill that is not to carry out such contracts. 
The gentleman’s amendment stands on an entirely 
different footing. There is no law authorizing 
the provisions of the gentleman’s amendment, but 
it proposes to enact a new one. 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed 
that the gentleman’s amendment is based. upon.an 
existing law, but that it proposes to change ex- 
isting laws. He therefore rules it to be out of 
order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I.am instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move to strike 
out * $85,314,” and in lieu thereof to insert 
‘© $120,000,” so that the paragraph will read: 

For the transportation of the mails across the Isthmus 
of Panama, $120,000. 

The amendment is necessary, because on that 
route the transportation of mail matter is paid for 
by the pound, and the increasing size of the mail 
requires this increase of appropriation, 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I move to add, as an 
additional section, the following: 3 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the arrange- 
ments now subsisting for the transportation’ of the mails 
from New York to New Orleans, Charleston, Savannah, 
Havana, and Chagres, and back; and from Panama to 
California and Oregon, and back; and from Charleston 
and Havana, and back; be terminated as soon as, in the 


opinion of the Postmaster General, it may be done consist- 


ently with the public interest; and that the Postmaster 


General shall give notice of such termination accordingly: 
Provided, That, in the opinion of the Postmaster General, 
with the concurrence of the Secretary of the Navy and the 
Attorney General of the United States, the same may be 
done without violation of any contract now lawfully bind- 
ing on the United States. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not intend to debate the 
amendment at much length. The committee are 
| impatient to dispose of the bill, and I shall content 
myself with a statement of a few facts bearing upon 
the questions involved in the proposition which I 
submit. i 

Mr. HOUSTON. I did not perfectly hear the 
reading of the amendment, but I do notthink that 
itis in order. I think thatitis a change of existing 
law in reference to thoselines. ‘The bill proposes 
to éffectuate the contracts, to carry them out, and 
thus proposing to terminate these contracts, and 
beinga change of the law, is therefore out of order. 

Mr. ORR. In reply to the gentleman from 
Alabama, I would suggest that the existing law in 
reference to some of these lines provides for this 
very notice being given. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The existing law in relation 


but I believe that is the only case. 

Mr, ORR. But the law allows the Govern- 
ment to take the vessels of the other lines, when- 
ever it sees fit, and before the termination of the 
contract. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Government has aright 
to do that without any legislation. The amend- 
ment proposes to rescind contracts. 

Mr. WALSH. Is the question debatable ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. 

Mr. WALSH. Then I ask the Chair to enforce 
the rules equally on all. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairdoubts whether 
the amendment is in order; but, under the circum- 
stances, he entertains it. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. Mr. Chairman, it will 
be seen by the committee that the amendment con- 
i templates the possibility of terminating the ar- 
| rangements now subsisting for the transportation 


| of the mails on the connecting lines between the 
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Atlantic and Pacific coasts, and on the isolated 
line between Charleston and Havana; for all 
which: appropriations are made by the bill. The 
mail service on thése connecting lines is now per- 
formed under two distinct arrangements ; one for 
theline between New Yorkand Chagres, or Aspin- 
wall, atthe rate of $290,000 per annum, and the 
other for the line between Panama and California 
and Oregon, at the rate-of $348,250 per annum, 
the transportation across the isthmus of Panama 
being paid for by weight at twenty-two cents 
per pound, for which an appropriation of $120,000 
ts proposed by the bill as already amended; and 
all’ constitating ‘together one continued and con- 
necting chain from New York to California and 
Oregon.” The sum total of these three appropria- 
tions, making up the cost of these lines for what 


may ‘be called the Pacific mail service, is $758,250. | 


These figures are shown by the bill. 

Now, sir, what is the service performed by 
these lines for this great outlay; and what does 
the Government realize from it for its reimburse- 
ment? The service, as all know, affords us only 
a semi-monthly mail between the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific; and the accounts of the Post Office Depart- 
ment show that the net revenue from it, includ- 
ing inland, sea, and foreign postages, is only 


$271,242 63 Upon this, the most favorable basis | 


of calculation for these lines, it appears incontesta- 
bly that we are maintaining this service at the cost 
` of $487;007 35 over and above all that is in an 

way realized from it. Nor is this all. This cal- 
culation credits the lines, as I have already said, 
with the inland, sea, and foreign postages, and 
makes no deduction for the commissions of post- 
masters and other incidental expenses. If the 
proper deductions are made on these accounts, we 
shall have a result showing the disbursement of 
an amount largely exceeding half a million of dol- 
lars beyond the net revenue derived from the ser- 
vice. And besides this, it is equally certain that 
no inconsiderable part of the postuges received 
from these lines is diverted from other existing 
+ post routes, equally, if not more, expeditious, be- 
tween New York, New Orleans, Charleston, Sa- 
vannah, and elsewhere, on the Atlantic side. We 
have no means of ascertaining accurately what 
sum ought to be deducted on this account, but it 
cannot fail to strike the committee that the Gov- 
ernment is maintaining these lines at an enormous 
expense beyond the revenue it derives from them. 
As I have already said, the arrangements now 
subsisting secure only a semi-monthly mail; and 
we all know that a proposition has frequently 
been made, and importunately urged upon us by 
the representatives from California, to providea 
weekly instead of & semi-monthly service, at an 
additional cost of $250,000; and thus to increase 
the expense to an amount exceeding $750,000 
over and above the income derived from the ar- 
rangements. Now, sir, while I cheerfully con- 
cede that it is highly important to afford such a 
facility of inter-communication between the two 
oceans, and while | am not disposed to insist that 
it shall be wholly self-sustaining, but am willing 
to afford it at any reasonable, and even with a 
liberal, expenditure of the public money beyond 


what may be realized from it, I am not prepared to | 


make so extravagant a drafton thenational Treas- 
ury to sustain it. 
myself the imminent probability that even this 
immense burden will be cast upon the Govern- 
ment, if no practicable and rightful means can be 
devised to extricate it from the existing entangle- 
ments, and to secure the facility at'a less cost. 
The other line referred to in the amendment is 
that between Charleston and Havana. For this 
line the bill proposes, in accordance with the pres- 
ent arrangement, an appropriation of $50,000. 
The accounts of the Post Office Department 
show that the entire revenue from this line is only 
$7,945 63, including inland postage; showing an 
expense to the Government in maintaining this 
line of $42,044 37 over and above its receipts from 
the same source. If from this we make a fair 
deduction for inland postages, postmasters’ com- 
missions, and other incidental expenses, we shall 
find the expense to the Government greatly in- 
creased, But this is notall. his line is wholly 
superfluous, so far as I am able to discover. ‘The 
New York and Chagres line is required to touch 
at Charleston, (if practicable,) and at all events 
at ‘Savannah, New Orleans, and Havana; and if 
there be any necessity for the separate line between 


And yet I cannot conceal from | 


Charleston and Havana, the committee ought to ` 
know it. : 

If it be alleged that it is impracticable for the 
New York and Chagres line to touch at Charles- 
ton, and this be conceded, it cannot be said as 
to Savannah, New Orleans, or Havana. The 
Charleston mails may, therefore, readily be taken 
to Savannah or New Orleans, and thence to Ha- 
vana, just as the mails of other parts of the south- 
ern States are distributed from the same points, 
and just as the mails from Boston, Newark, and 
other northern cities, are taken from New York. 
lt is manifest, then, as it seems to me, that the 
appropriation for this line is wholly indefensible, 
and is a charge upon the public Treasury for the 
aid of those interests of the commerce of Charles- 
ton which are almost, if not exclusively, aside 
from the postal interests of the General Govern- 
ment connected with that city. 

I do not wish to be understood as objecting to 
the making of postal arrrangements with refer- 
ence to the facilities which they may incidentally 
afford to the great interests of commerce, foreign 
and domestic, of the whole, or of any portion, of 


our common country; and [ trust } am, and ever 
shall be, incapable of any narrow or merely sec- 
tional view of any great national question. On 
the contrary, E would gladly afford such incidental 
facilities by liberal appropriations, with direct 
reference to that object; for this would be in ac- 
cordance with that generous and beneficent policy 
which, in my judgment, ought to characterize the 
legislation of this great and growing Republic. 
But, sir, while 1 would do this, I woald make no 
postal arrangement as a mere cover for aid to a 
local commerce in which no great national or gen- 
eral public interest is involved. 

Entertaining these views, Mr. Chairman yl have 
felt it to be my duty, especially as a member of 
the select committee on the steamship mail ser- 
vice, to propose the amendment now before the 
committee. I offer it with no design that any 
facility demanded by the public interests, and 
proper to be afforded by the Government, shall be 
withheld. F desire rather that greater facilities 
shall be afforded; and I would make a way to 
accomplish this end, as I believe may be done 
in regard to the lines embraced by the amend- 
ments, with greatly diminished demands upon the 
public Treasury. This has been an object of 
desire with Congress, not less than with the Post 
Office Department, forseveral years. By an act 
of the last Congress the Postmaster General was 
directed to inquire and report to this Congress 
for what sums these services could be rocured, in 
case new contracts should be made. This inquiry 
was made, and the Postmaster General, in his 
annual report, states that he has an offer for a 
semi-monthly mail service between the Atlantic 
and the Pacific for $300,000 per annum, including 
the Isthmus transportation, which now costs 
$120,000, nearly half of the whole sum! This 
would save the Government $458,250 annually. 

The Postmaster General further states that the 
same service can be increased to a weekly mail for 
a pro rata allowance; in other words, for an annual 
allowance of $600,000. This would furnish a 
weekly mail for an aggregate compensation less by 
$158,250 per annum than is now paid for a semi- 
monthly mail, and less by $408,250 per annum than 
it would cost under the existing arrangements with 
the increased service compensated for at the rate 
of $250,000 per annum, as proposed by the bill 
introduced and pressed upon us here so earnestly 
by the California members. ‘The advantages of 
such an arrangement over that now existing are too 
patent to need a further exposition. The postal 
facility, increased from a semi-monthly to a weekly 
service, at an expense for the latter of scarcely 
more than one half of that now paid for the former, | 
with the incidental and not less important facility 
of more frequent intercommunication for passen- 
gers and freight, are considerations which press 
heavily for a change in the present order of things, 
if such change may rightfully be effected. 

The only question thatremains to be considered 
is, whether this change may rightfully be effected 
by the sole act of the Government? My own im- 
pression is that it may, I have not time now to 
enter into an examination of the facts upon which 
that impression is founded. Nor is it necessary 
to do so for the purposes of this amendment. 


They will be found, for the most part, embodied 
in the report of the select committee on the steam- li 


ship mail service, recently made, in the several acts 
of Congress, from March 3, 1845, to this time, 
relating to this service, and in Executive Document 
No. 91, Thirty-Second Congress, ‘first session, 
referred to in the report of the select committee. 

If the amendment proposed that Congress 
should itself now declare absolutely that these 
arrangements shall be terminated, a full develop- 
ment of facts sufficient to justify such action 
should be clearly in the possession of Congress; 
and if | were now suggesting such a proceeding, 
1 should feel it to be incumbent on me to be pre- 
pared, and to take the time necessary to present to 
the committee the most unequivocal grounds fur 
such a measure, and the most ample materials for 
forming a judgment upon the proposition; for no 
gentleman on this floor can entertain more seru- 
pulous or conservative views than myself in re- 
gard to the obligation and inviolability of contracts. 
But such is not the tenor of my amendment. It 
proposes no hasty nor harsh proceeding; but con- 
templating these arrangements as subsisting, and 
presupposing a willingness on the part of those 
with whom they exist to go on with them, (as 
doubtless is the fact from the very great profit 
which is understood to attend them,) it is designed | 
to authorize the Postmaster General to put an end 
to them whenever he shall be able to make more 
satisfactory and advantageous arrangements for 
the same service, 

It speaks of subsisting arrangements. It does 
not recognize them as contracts, nor does it de- 
clare that they are not such. The question as to 
whether the contracts originally made for these 
lines are still binding is left open and untouched, 
and to the end that the Government shall not be 
involved by the act of the Postmaster General, 
whether wilfully or inadvertently, (if such a sup- 
position may be entertained,) in the violation of a 
contract to which it may have pledged its faith, 
and which has been fulfilled in good faith towards 
the Government, and that the Government shalt 
not, throngh the Postmaster General, repudiate any 
obligation lawfully binding upon it however on- 
erous, it expressly inhibits him from intervening 
in the matter, unless he, in concurrence with the 
Secretary of the Navy, with whose Department 
the contracts out of which these arrangements 
have grown were originally made, and the Attor- 
ney General of the United Bate, as the chief law 
officer, shall be of opinion that the arrangements 
may be terminated in good faith, and in that case 
to do so, if the public interests shall so require. 

Now, sir, Iam unable to see any reasonable 
objection to this course of action. I presume that 
if the arrangements contemplated by the amend- 
ment can be superseded by others greatly more 
advantageous to the Government, without a vio- 
lation of its pledged faith, no gentleman of the 
committee will think it consistent with that public 
economy, which should ever.be regarded as among 
the cardinal principles of the Government, to with- 
hold his support from the amendment. . 

I have sought by the amendment to provide the 
most ample protection to those with whom these 
arrangements now exist against injustice, and I 
have been the more particular in that respect, be- 
cause of the conviction which» my short experi- 
ence here has forced upon pe, that a large pro- 
portion of the class of private claimants who. are 
forced to prosecute their demands before Con- 

ress, subjected to the law’s delay, and to that 
hope deferred which maketh the heart sick, have 
the profoundest provocation, if not good cause, to 
curse the Government of their allegiance. 

Tf, indeed, I could suppose that those to whom 
the amendment proposes to intrust the duty, and 
responsibility contemplated by it, would abuse a 
trust at once so delicate and important, involving 
not only the honor of the Government and their 
own, but the interests of all the parties concerned 
in the arrangements, I should withhold the prop- 
osition, preferring that the Government should 
suffer rather than that private individuals should 
be made the victims of the injustice of a powerful 
Government, against which they can have no 
legal redress, and only the chance of tardy justice 
from Congress, 

I think it wiser to repose this trast where the 
amendment proposes to place it, than that Con- 
gress should act definitively upon the subject. I 
have bestowed some care upon it, and have a very 
decided impression upon my mind in regard to it; 
but I frankly confess that I should be reluctant to 
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declare these arrangements absolutely terminated, 
or to say by my vote here that they may be term- 
inated lawfully and rightfully by the sole act of 
the Government, however much I desire it asa 
measure of retrenchment. Under all the circum- | 
stances, therefore, I prefer the course indicated by i 
the amendment. Something ought to be done to |! 
reduce this enormous expenditure, if possible, 
consistently with the rights of the parties and the 
duties of the Government. 1 hope the amend- 
ment may be adopted, and that it may prove to be | 
the incipient means of the desired reform. 

Mr.WALBRIDGE, Mr. Chairman, l respond, 
with alacrity, to any measure that shall have forits i; 
object the multiplication of cur mail facilities with 
California; but that question is not now immedi- 
ately involved in this discussion. The action of 
the gentleman from New Jersey [Mre Pennine- 
Ton] would, it seems to me, strike at existing 
contracts, where the faith of the Government has 
been already pledged, and where private individ- 
usis have thus been induced to invest a vast | 
amount of capital in the public service. On the 
3d of March, 1847, Congress directed the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to contract, on the part of the 
Government, for the transportation of the mail 
from Panama to such port as he may select in the 
Territory of Oregon. The United States were 
then engaged in war with Mexico. The service 
was remote and difficult, and the inducements 
limited, except as they might be presented by the 
Government. The Secretary of the Navy, in 
obedience to the authority of Congress, pursued 
the course usually adopted by the Postmaster 
General in making contracts for carrying the 
ordinary inland mails, and issued proposals, by 

ublication, and invited the fullest competition. 

hese proposals were published, for months, in 
the large cities, where capital would most probably 
be induced to make the investment, and engage in 
the service. A contract was finally awarded to 
Major Harris, an influential resident of this city, 
and by him assigned to the Messrs. Aspin wail, 
wealthy and influential merchants of the city of 
New York. By the terms of the contract, the 
Secretary of the Navy reserved to Congress the 
right to abrogate and annul; or to ratify and con- 
firm his action, as will be seen by the following 
extract from his annual report of that year: 

“The great distance at which the service is to be per- 
formed, the heavy expenses which must be incurred by 
the contractors on the Pacific coast, the necessary shops | 

nd materials for repair, the indispensable fuel and depot 
for coal, induce me to adopt the term of ten years as the 
duyation of this contract, which has been adopted by the 
Post Office Department for its foreign mah contracts. But | 
to guard myself against the reproach of exceeding the an- 
thority which it was the intention of Congress to confer, a 
clause is inserted in the contract, reserving to Congress the 
right to annul the contract, at its approaching session, if it 
shall be deemed proper or expedient to do so.” 

Such was the condition of this contract when 
Congress assembled in the session ofeJ847 and 
1848. The authority had been reserved by the 
cautious Secretary to give Congress complete con- 
trol over what he had done, if they should exer- 
cise the power then. Congress affirmed and sanc- 
tioned his contract, Yes, sir, they did mbre. They 
realized the magnitude of the investment neces- 
sary to carry out, in all its provisions, this eon- 
tract, and they generously stepped forward and 
advanced the necessary funds from the Treasury, 
without interest, to enable the contractors to finish 
the steamships designed for the service, provided 
the contractor should deliver and take the mails at 
certain other ports on the Pacific. Congress then 
not only approved, but they amended and ratified 
the terms of the contract, That this action of 
Congress was final, and the contractors became 
vested with certain rights, and among them the |; 
duration of the term of the contract, is clearly de- 
gucible from the subsequent action of the Gov- 
ernment. California had become an integral por- 
tion of the United States. Her golden lands had 
attracted thither the enterprising and ambitious 
from every section of the Union. l was palpa- 
ble that a mighty empire was to arise upon the 
Pacific, augmenting our trade, increasing the de- 
mand for our manufactures, multiplying our com- 
merce, and adding to the strength and greatness 
of the Republic. It was desirable toe increase the 
mail facilities between her and the older States, 
the increase of population in California had ren- | 
dered this indispensable. Congress undertook to 
provide for this necessity, and during the session 
of 1850—51 it was enacted: 


Hi 


| General, ‘ be authorized, by and with the consent of the con- 
i 
i 
Í 


j| contract was formed had gone out of power, an- 
| other had come in, yet no change was sought to 
|i be effected that should abrogate the contract; for 
_ in the supplemental contract, providing for an in- 


! viduals. 


“That the Secretary of the Navy, and the Postmaster 


tracting parties respectively, to rearrange the running of the 
United States mail steamships, 30 as to afford more direct į 


dispatch between the ports of the United States and the | 


Isthmus of Panama.? And the Postmaster General was || amendment by adding at the end ‘the following 
’ Z 


also directed to make the service from Panama to California 
and Oregon conform with the service required by the exist- 
ing contract on the Adantic side of the isthmus, by increas- 
ing the trips of the Pacific line to semi-moutbiy.’ ” 


The Administration under which the original 


rease in the number of trips, it provided for pay- 
nent ** beginning on the commencement of said ser- 
vice, and ending on the last day of September, 1858, 
being the termination of said contract.” 

Sir, the faith of the Government was thus sol- 
emnly pledged for the period of ten years. In the 
mean time, circumstances have materially changed 
the condition of our affairs. Our interests on the 
Pacific have multiplied and augmented in a ratio 


unprecedented in any previous period of our his- 


tory. California has augmented the value of 
every species of property throughout the Union. 
Yes, sir, she has raised the price of labor through- 
out all civilized States. , It is due to her and to 
ourselves that we multiply and increase the facil- 
ities between her and us. I shall be ever ready, 
by my action here, to do so whenever it can be ef- 
fected; but where the faith of the Government has | 
been pledged, where individuals have acted upon 
that faith, where they have invested jarge means, 


while we are seeking to promote the public good, 


| let it notbe accomplished by an utter disregard of | 


the rights of others. Fidelity to contracts is the 
loftiest obligation recognized in nations or indi- 


us first comply with our contract; and if it is to be 
abrogated, let us liquidate the damages, and leave 


no imputation that we have acted in punic faith į 


with those who have entered into-covenants with 
us. 


Mr. BARRY. 
ment as follows: 


Insert in it “ the Collins line from New York te Liver- 
pool, and the line from New York, via Southampton, to 


I move to amend the amend- 


| Bremen.” - 


In proposing to discontinue other lines, Mr. 
Chairman, 1 do not see why all the mail lines ex- 
isting between this country and Europe should not 
be included. I do not see why the Collins line to 


vice between different points of our own country; 
for the benefit of the country at large. They 
should be to secure full, free, and speedy commu- 
nication between different parts of the Union, 
instead of being sdaandered on a few lines con- 


_ necting one or two commercial points with other 


` portions of the world. 


The Bremen and South- 
ampton line makes just as many trips as the Col- 
lins line. Thetwolines run semi-monthly. They 


; make two trips a month each way; and yet you 


; something over $350,000, while to the Collins | 


only give the Bremen and Southampton line 


‘line, making the same number of trips, you give 


| York and California, as shown by previous dis- 


| $875,000, or thereabouts. 
| discontinue this enormous monopoly to the Col- 
‘lings line, [am in favor of no discrimination for 


While we propose to 


other lines. The pay of the line between New 


cussion, is enormous, and it ought to be cut down. 
And so with all the lines, if shown that their profits 
are enormous, they ought to bereduced. Put them 
all upon the same footing. Give the power and 
authority to examine into them all, and if the mails 
can be carried cheaper, give the Government the 
benefit of it. 1 trust the gentleman will accept my 


“amendment; and if he does not, that the commit- 


tee will vote it in. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Lam opposed to the gentle- 


man’s amendment, but I do nat propose to discuss | 


it. 

The question being on Mr. Barry's amend- 
ment, 

Mr. WHEELER called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. SoLLERS and 
Aiken were appointed. 


If this service is no longer desired, let || 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 85, noes 47. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to amend the 


words: 


And that the transportation of the mails upon this 
let to the lowest bidder. i 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. PENNING- 
Ton’s amendment as amended, 

Mr. HUNT. I move to insert the words ‘af- 
! ter public*advertisement” before the words “to 
i the lowest bidder,” -in the amendment, as now 
amended. . 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. MACE. - [I move to add the words: 


That all our mail steamship contracts be at once term- 
inated. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
| on the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the amendment is notin order. 

Mr. BARRY. -I move to amend by inserting 
the following: 

Collins line from New York to Liverpool, and from New 
York, via Southampton, to Bremen. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. MACE. I move to strike out the word 
“ Chagres.”’ . 

Mr. HOUSTON. That word has just been in- 
serted, and the amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The word having just 
been inserted in the bill, the Chair decides that 
the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. MACE. I move to add the words, ‘so 
soon as it comports with the public interest.” 

The CHAIRMAN, These wordsare already 
in the amendment. 

Mr.MACE. I move to insert“ 1856. Mr. 
Chairman, I observe a great deal of anxiety on 
the part of the committee to pass over this matter 
in rather a hurried manner. It will be recollected 
that, at an early day of this session, a committee 
was raised for the purpose of inquiring into every- 
thing connected with appropriations for the mail 
steamship service. ised for the purpose 


line be 


I rise to a question of order 


It was rai 
| of inquiring into the legality of the payments 
which have been made in regard to this service. 
For seven Mondays in succession I endeavored 
to enlarge the powers of this committee, but at 
every point I was met with objection under the 
rules of this House. ; 

Mr. BRIDGES. I ask the Chair whether the 
gentleman from Indiana is in order? 


|° The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot decide 
| the point of order raised by the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania until the gentleman from Indiana, 
shall have proceeded far enough in his remarks to 
determine whether he is out of order. 

Mr. MACE. After I had failed in the most 
humiliating manner to accomplish my object, I 
did succeed in getting aclerk for twenty days for 
the purpose of aiding the committee in making a 
| report within the purview of the resolution which 
had been adopted by the House. I appeal to 
every gentleman upon the committee, and there 
| were eight besides myself, if } have net been 
prompt in my attendance upon the meetings of that 
committee, if I have not advised with them, and 
if I have not at all times been anxious to apply a 
remedy to the greatevil which has existed in this 
Government for the last five years in reference to 
our ocean mail steamers? Under these circum- 
stances, then, I will not submit to he told by mern- 
bers of this House! know from what quarter the 
he committee have madea 
 white-washing report in reference to this case; and 
1 man who charges that 


| scoundrel. 
: {Loud cries of ‘é Order!” “ Order!" 

Mr. SEWARD. [have stated thatthe gentle- 
man from Indiana, in his first remarks made here 
upon this subject, said that this contract was 
fraudulent, and that he was able to show it. i 
have said since, without seeing the report, that I 
had understood that the effect of it was to relieve 
these companies of all the charges made against 
` them, and that it was a white-washing reporti and 

am 
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July 29, 


Mr..MACE.. -I will state to the gentleman from 

Georgia 
Cries of ‘$ Order! ? 6 Order!” 

The CHAIRMAN.. The gentleman from In- 
diana must confine his remarks to the amendment 
he has offered. : 

Mr. MACE, I say.to the.gentleman from 
Georgia, and I appeal to every man-here who 
knows:anything about. it, whether, in the investi- 
gation of this matter, we have not traveled over 
the -whole-ground? : : ‘ 

[Here the hammer fell.} : 

Mr: SEWARD. -I- did. not mean to impeach 
the. motives: of the. gentleman from Indiana. I 
merely stated: that he had made charges against 
this company, and that I had understood from the 
report made since he had relieved that company 
from the charges he had. made against them. 

Mr. HAVEN. IL oppose the amendment under 
consideration, for the purpose of keeping the floor 
for a few moments; but what 1 desire to say isin 
reference to the general amendment offered by the 
gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Pennineron.] 

I hardly know, Mr. Chairman; what would be 
wise on the part of this committee in reference to 
that general amendment now. Here are the va- 
rious lines of steamers, named in that amendment, 
engaged in the transportation of our mails, under 
a kind of system, so to speak, that we have been 
maturing, year after year, for half a dozen years 
past. Contracts have been awarded toand made 
with the lowest bidders; and it seems to be under- 
stood by all the gentlemen here they have yet 
four, and, in some casey, five years to run. 

The question now submitted by this general 
amendment is, shall we place these contracts, and 
the contractors for these various lines, in the hands. 
and under the absolute and arbitrary control of 
the Postmaster General and the Attorney Gen- 
eral? Shall these contractors, who have several 
millions of dollars invested in ships and steamers, 
on the faith-of this Government, and under its 
valid.and binding contracts, be placed in the ab- 
solute power.of the officers named in the amend- 

ment, without the right of trial by a jury, or by 
the courts of the country, and without any right 
of appeal whatever ? 

As L understand the amendment—but I am not 

uite sure I heard it aright—we are to place it in 
the power. of these officers to lay violent, if not 
profane hands upon these contracts, and to declare 
they shall be ended and broken on our part, right 
or wrong, and that we will be no longer bound 
by them. Sir, we havethe power to do this; we 
may make such an enactment that cannot, I sup- 
pose, be denied; but can any man justify the ex- 
pediency, the:propriety, the good faith, or rather 

the utter destitution of all faith of such & proceed- 
ing.on our part, and that, too, in the very face of 
the report of the committee, of which my friend 
from Indiana [Mr. Mace] was chairman, fully | 
exculpating these companies, and the men who 
compose them, from all wrong, fraud, or violation 
of these contracts on their part? Can it be pos- 
sible that géntlemen of this committee, who pro- 
fess to respect the rights of property, as well as 
of the persons of our citizens, can. so openly au- 
thorize them to be violated, and without giving 
the parties in interest the benefit of a trial before 
the ordinary tribunals of the country, and with- 
out making the least provision for payment of 
damages, for our unlawful termination of our sol- 
emn contracts and plighted faith? These con- 
tracts were made after advertisement, and with the 
most advantageous bidder after full competition. 


Sir, would it not better comport with the honor, || 
nay more, with the honesty of this Government, | 


that it should keep these contracts on its part, and 
live up to them so long as they are faithfully ob- 
served and kept by the contractors? In my opin- 


ion, no.Government but a republican one could || 
| (Mr. Puruzies.] 


long survive such shameless disregard and viola- 
tion of plighted faith and private rights. It is 
true, the compensation, as things are turning out 
in these cases, may be large; the contracts were | 
made some time ago, and things have changed; 

but, nevertheless, they are our engagements, and 


we would not let the contractors off with so little || 


ceremony, if things had turned out differently. 
If these contracts are to be violated on our part, 
and violently terminated without cause, let us say 
so here and now; but if they are only to be 


avoided by us on the ground the contractors have 
violated them, let us give the contractors the benefit | 


of a-trial before the ordinary legal tribunals of the 
country. ‘The Constitution secures the right of 
trial by jury in all suits at common law where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars; 
and that would bea prudent and safe guide in 
cases like this. How incongruous to intrust this 
matter with political executive officers. 
officers will not thank us, I am sure, for letting all 
these contending and immense steam interests 
loose upon them at once. I doubt whether they 
will regard it asan acceptable service. 

Mr. WALSH. I rise toa question of order. 
I insist that the gentleman is not speaking to the 
amendment before the House. 

Mr. HAVEN. [ did not hear distinctly what 
the amendment was. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is that 
submitted by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Mace,] which is to prevent the operation of the 
section from taking effect till 1856. . 

Mr. HAVEN. Very well; then I submit that 
the remarks I have made apply properly to the 
time between this and 1856, and also to the time 
between 1856and the expiration of these contracts, 
and that makes them in order, I believe.[Laughter.] 
Of course, sir, I would not go on out of order. 
it seems to me what | have been saying is perti- 
nent to this whole case, in whatever aspect it may 
be viewed. I hardly know what I ought to say 
more. These gentlemen—men of great enter- 
prise—have millions of money invested in these 
operations; and your special committee, armed 
with power to send for. persons and papers, and 
administer oaths, report to us in substance they 
can find nothing on which-they can put their hand 
giving color to any suspicion, neglect, or disregard 
of public interest on the part of these contractors. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, in fact, it is my 


very decided opinion, that after this kind of legis- | 


lation, capitalists, business men, will be very cau- 
tious how they undertake to deal with a Govern- 
ment of so questionable a faith, and that will lay 
violent hands in this way on its own solemn 
promises. 

1 do not intend to, and will not urge or solicit 
this. committee to act in one way or the other. I 
only desire that they reflect, before acting finally. 
My own judgment tells me that, in good faith and 
fair dealing, if we made a bargain in 1848 or 1850, 
which was then a good bargain, we had better live 
by it as long as the other parties to it keep it hon- 
orably. i would not enter into these. bargains 
now, if it were an open question. But they are 
bargains binding upon all, except, perhaps, those 
who, by their votes here, can exercise a kind of 
irresponsible power in the premises: 

Mr. ORR. Will the gentleman from New York 
permit me to make a remark? 

Mr. HAVEN. Certainly. 

Mr. ORR. Ido not understand the section as 
proposing to abrogate this contract, if such abro- 
gation would be in violation of existing law. It 
proposes to refer the matter for decision to the 
Secretary of the Navy, the Attorney General, and 
Postmaster General. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Will the gentleman from 
New York permit me 

Mr. HAVEN. Notnow. Oneata time. Let 
me first answer the suggestion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Onr.] 

If we now propose to abrogate this-contract, the 
question as to whether or not the contractors have 
faithfully kept and performed them, is a question 


| of fact for a jury of the country to determine, or 


for the adjudication of the courts. It belongs to 
them by the Constitution of the country, and it 
ought not to be taken from the common tribunals 
of the country and transferred to those officers 


who hold their appointment for other purposes į 


entirely. 
1 will now hear the gentleman from Alabama, 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I will state this to the gen- 
tleman from New York, that this House, by a‘unan- 
imous vote, could not pass a law authorizing the 
contract to be violated, 

Mr. HAVEN. Very well, sir. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. And this provision, which is 
inserted here, is toauthorize the officers mentioned 
in it—the Attorney General, the Postmaster Gen- 


eral, and the Secretary of the Navy—to exercise | 


the right which has been secured by law; which 


is, by notification, to put an end to the contract; | 


but the period at which that contract isto be ended 


These. 
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is a question of law depending on the terms of the 
contract; and the unanimous vote of every mem- 
ber of the House could not pass a law authorizing 
this contract to be violated.. : 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, my friend from 


|| Alabama [Mr. Puiuxiys] seems to me, to concur 


very nearlyin my views. True, we cannot right- 
fully, lawfully, or in good morals, violate our con- 
tracts, and disregard our plighted faith; but sup- 
pose wrongfully, and in bad morals, we pass a 
law for that purpose, I ask my friend what, and 
where, is theremedy of the party aggrieved. He 
cannot sue the Government; its sovereignty is 
not liable to answer to a citizen’s suit in court, 
His only remedy is by petition for redress to us- 
to the very power that has wantonly damaged him. 
What relief could he expect from so faithless a trj- 
bunal? But further: I ask my friend the difference 
between our passing a law to violate these contracts 
directly, and on our ownresponsibility, and pass- 
ing one depriving the contractors of their right of 


| trial by the legal institutions of the country, and 


placing them at the mercy of irresponsible politi- 
cal Executive officers? For whilst these contrac« 
tors cannot sue the Government, the Government 
can sue them, and so try the questions between 
them by a court and jury. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Macr’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by adding “the Secretary of War.” In 
the first place, the matter of putting an end to the 
contracts is a mere question of policy with the 


| Government, not predicated on any charge of mis- 


management, fraud, or corruption on the part’ of 
the employees of the Government. It is a ques- 


¡tion whether it is policy for us to put an end to 


the contracts, without regard to the question 
whether they are well or ill managed. Now, as 
to the power on the part of this House to put an 
end to the contracts, that is a question which is 
in the contracts themselves; and if we cannot in 
a given time put an end to the contracts, because 
they stipulate for another time, I repeat that the | 
whole power of this House is incompetent to 
change it, and to take away from the humblest 
citizen in this country the right vested in him by 
the contract made with any department of the 
Government. a : 

But the gentleman from New York [Mr. Ha- 
ven] says again that you would deprive the party 
of the benefit of the tribunal of the courts of the 
country. My answer to that is, that you can no 
more deprive hini of a right to resort to the legal 
tribunals of the country, if he has such a right 
now, than you can of his rights under the con- 
tract. And if the Secretary of the Navy, the At- 
torney General, the President, and all the Cabinet, 
were to decide that under this contract they had 
the right teeput it to an end on a given day, it 
would not impair the rights of the party under 
the contract, or deprive him of the right, if he 
thinks it incorrectly decided, of appealing to the 
supreme tribunal of the land, the courts of the 
country. It's perfectly clear to my mind that we 
have not the power to do it; and it is not proposed 
to do it by the amendment which has been offered. 
So far from proposing to violate the contract, and 
taking the matter out of the tribunals, it proposes 
to leave the matter in the hands of the parties to 
the contract. The Government decides for itself 
that it has the right to put an end to the contract 
in a certain time. The other party are satisfied 
that this Government have not the right to put an 
end tothe contract. None of their rights are for- 
feited by the action of the Government. They 
have the right to appeal to the tribunals, which 
have been organized by the Constitution of the 
United States for their protection, 

Mr. CHANDLER. Not having thus far par- 
ticipated in this debate, I rise to make a very few 
remarks in opposition to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Alabama, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I have no amendment to 
offer, but I object to the amendment being with- 
drawn until I have said what I have to say in 
reference to the subject to which it relates. I 
wish simply to say, that at times this House has 
acted with a total disregard of contracts. I thought 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Pares} 
seemed to be willing to vote upon this as a prop- 
osition that was in violation of the plighted faith 
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of the nation. But now he tells us that whatever 
amendments this House or Congress may adopt, 
the owners of these lines of steamers have their į 
remedies in the courts; that the tribunals estab- | 
lished by the Constitution will protect them in | 
their rights. Why, sir, does not the gentleman 
from Alabama know—does not every gentleman 
upon this floor know, that the best plea any man 
could make against the law would be nolo conten- 
dere. No men would undertake to enter into a 
contest before the tribunals of the country with 
the Government of the United States which has 
nothing which it fears to lose. 

Mr. PECKHAM. If the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will allow me to interrupt him, I 
would like to ask the gentleman from Alabama 
who is going to give these prosecutors the right to 
prosecute in the courts? Who are to be the defend- 
ants? Does the gentleman suppose that any 
persons can sue against the Government of the | 
United States? Is not the disposal by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, of any contract, 
perfect and absolute? Talk about sueing this 
Government! You can do no such thing. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is all very evident, 
and it is the point to which my remarks are tend- 
ing. Sir, pass this amendment, and ali that you 
would do would be to divest certain persons of 
the power of demanding what the Government 
had contracted to pay. Should they present them- 
selves before the Department for redress, the Gov- 
ernment would be armed with an act of Congress | 
which forbids them to pay it. When they come 
here and ask for the money we have contracted to 
pay them, Congress may set them at defiance, and 
wear them out with delay, pleading against them 
for pay that their claim is too large, and then enter- 
ing the plea that the claim is too old. This Gov- 
ernment is continually putting itself upon its sov- 
ereignty towards the people, seldom manifesting 
its justice, which is the attribute of real sover- 
eignty; and it is continually putting the people 
upon their faces as petitioners for their rights, 
instead of coming here to assert them. The best 
step that could be taken—and the motion which 
I would make, if I were in a*position to do it— j 
would be to move to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill, let it be reported to the House, and 
sent back to the committee which reported it, with 
instructions to make it a bill of appropriations, as 
it ought to be. j 

(Voices: ‘ That’s right; make the motion.’’] 

The chairman of this committee has ruled 
every amendment which has been offered here to- 
day, for the purpose of making new appropria- |! 
tions—and with great justice and propriety, J have |/ 
no doubt—as out of order. But, although not 
one word has been said against it, | am sure he | 
will concur with me that those which have been | 
adopted, and some of the provisions of this bill, 
should have been ruled out of order as not ger- 


mane to a bill simply to provide ways and means 
to pay for certain contracts, That should be the 
effect of the bill, instead of attempting to enlarge 
contracts, make new contracts, and violate exist- 
ing contracts, as we have been trying to do from 
beginning to end. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, by unanimous consent, with- j; 
drew his amendment, 

The question recurred on Mr, Penninaron’s || 
amendment, as amended. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I demand tellers. | 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, SoLLERS and 
CAMPBELL were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to, the tellers having reported—ayes 
82, noes 42. 

Mr. BRIDGES. 
do now rise, and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. Enexisn) 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had had the Union gener- 
ally under consideration, and particularly a bill 
« making appropriations for the transportation of 
the United States mail, by ocean steamers and 
otherwise, during the fiscal year ending the 30th 
of June, 1855,” and had directed him to report 
the same back with sundry amendments. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move the pre- 
vious question. i 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


| 
I move that the committee || 
| 
| 


The amendments reported from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union were 
then taken up and acted on. 

First amendment: 

Tn ninth and tenth lines strike out the word “forthwith,” 


i and insert the following: “ immediately after the 31st of 


December, 1854.” 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I wish to in- 
quire of the Chair if it is in order to have a sep- 
arate vote? I ask for a division of the question 
upon the first section. > 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order 


Mr. WASHBURN. I understand by the 53d 
rule that it is in order to ask for a division of the 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
cannot make the division as proposed by him, 

Mr. WASHBURN. [ask for the reading of 
the 53d rule. 

TheSPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman from Maine 
designs to take an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, the Clerk will read the 53d rule, so that the 
House may act understandingly upon the matter. 

Mr. WASHBURN. ldo take an appeal most 


| respectfully from the decision of the Chair. 


The 53d rule was then read, as follows: 


“ Any member may call for the division of a question 
which shall he divided, if it comprehend propositions in 
substance so distinet, that one beiug taken away a substan- 
tive proposition shall remain for the decision of the House. 
A motion to strike outand insert shall be deemed indi visible, 
puta motion to strike out being lost, shall preclude neither 
amendment nor a motion to strike out and insert.” 


Mr. WASHBURN. Lask that the proposi- 
tion may be read, that it may appear where the 
substantive proposition was left. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman desire 


| a separate vote upon parts of the amendment that 


has been read ? 

Mr. WASHBURN. Upon parts of the bill. 
Upon so much of the bill as is contained from the 
ninth line to the eighteenth, inclusive. i 

The SPEAKER. Does not the gentleman from 
Maine remember that the previous question is op- 
erating, which cuts off all amendments? 

Mr. WASHBURN. I do not offer an amend- 
ment. I ask simply a separate vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that no 
such separate vote can be had under the rules. 

Mr. ORR. The original matter is not now be- 


| fore the House, but the question is upon an amend- 


ment, 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The proposi- 


tion of the gentleman from Maine is simply equiv- || 
| call for the yeas and nays on the passage of the 
| mail steamer bill, 


alent to a motion to amend the bill. 
out of order. 

The question was then taken on the appeal, and 
the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 


Second amendment: 

Por carrying out the contract entered into by the Post 
Office Department, under an “Act to provide for a tri- 
monthly mail from New Orleans to Vera Uruz, by way of. 
Tampico and back by steam vessels, ? approved August 
80th, 1854, $54,700, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Third amendment : 


It is clearly 


t€ 120,000.” 


7 


The clause, as amended, will read: 


For transportation of the mails across the Isthmus of || 


Panama, $120,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Fourth amendment: 
Add the following additional section to the bill: 


Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That the arrange- | 
| ments now subsisting for the transportation of the mails |, 
from New York to Liverpool, from New York, via South- | 
! ampton, to Bremen ; from New York, via Cowes, to Havre, 


and back; from New York to New Orleans, to Charleston, 
Savannah and back; from Panama to California and Oregon, 
and back; and from Charleston to Havana, and back, be 
terminated as soon as, in the opinion of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, it may be done consistently with the public interests s 
aud that the Postmaster General shall give notice of such 
termination accordingly : Provided, That, in the opinion 
of the Postmaster General, with the concurrence of the 
Secretary of the Navy, and the Attorney General of the 


Jnited States, the same may be done without the violation i 
of any contract now lawfully binding on the United States; |) 
and that the transportation of the mails on these lines be let 


to the lowest responsible bidder, after previous advertise- 
ment. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


: 
i 
i 

| 


| 
| 


t 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


accordingly read the third time. 


The bill was then passed. - 

Mr. ORR moved to reconsidér the vote by which 
the bill was passed, and also moved that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. : = 


ENROLLED BILLS.. 

. Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills; which thereupon received the signature of 
the Speaker: 

House bill (No. 474) ‘authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to pay John’ Charles Fré- 
mont for beef furnished the California Indians; 


li and 


An act for the relief of Captain Lewis E., Si- 
monds. ; 


TEXAS CREDITORS. 


Mr. ORR. Lask the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
ate bill No. 96, being a bill adjusting the debts of 
the Texas creditors. ` 

Mr. WALSH. T object. 

Mr. ORR. Then I move that the rules be sus-. 
pended, for the purpose of taking up the bill indi- 
cated by me. i 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. CAMPBELL. T rise to a privileged 
question. I move that the House do now ad- 
ourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair saw the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. CnamBeRrLam] addressing 
the Chair simultaneously with the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. OrRR.] 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. With due deference 
to the Speaker, I assert that I rose to my feet and 
addressed the Chair before the gentleman from 
South Carolina. 

{Loud cries of * Order!”? “t Order !?’] 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I wish to remark——- 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man from Indiana brings distinetly before the body 
a charge of partiality on the part of the Speaker. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I did not pretend to 
charge the Speaker with partiality. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Then why address the 
Chair on that point? ' 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I wished to call the 
attention of the Chair and of the House to the 


| motive which I had in rising to address the Chair 


when I first did. It wasthis: My object was to 
It was for that purpose | rose 
to my feet. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can only say to 
the gentleman from Indiana, that he did not know 
he had risen and addressed the Chair at all in that 
connection. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I made the effort to 
have the yeas and nays with all my might. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair reiterates that he 
did not hear the gentleman from Indiana at all. 

The question was taken on Mr. Campsexy’s 
motion to adjourn; and it was agreed to. 

The House thereupon, (at ten minutes before four 


eg : 5 
On page three, after the word “Panama,” in the nine- |! o’clock, p. m.) adjourned till Monday at eleven 


eonth Jine, strike out $85,314,” and insert in lieu thereof |! 


o'clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, July 31, 1854. 


Prayer by Rev. Henry Sricer. y 
On motion by Mr. COOPER, the reading of 


i the Journal was dispensed with. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 
Mr. MASON. I move to postpone all prior 


! orders, with a view to go into Executive session; 


and on that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COOPER. Will my friend from Virginia 
allow me to have a resolution passed for the print- 
ing of the report of Professor Espy. It will give 
rise to no debate. Ifit does, 1 will withdraw it. 

Mr, MASON. If my motion can be consid- 
ered as before the Senate, I will, of course, give 
way to any of the ordinary morning business; not 
otherwise. 


PROFESSOR ESPY’S REPORT. 
The PRESIDENT. Then the resolution of 


the Senator from Pennsylvania will be received. 
it was read, as follows: 
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_. Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate 

three thousand copies of the fourth meteorological report 
of Professor Espy; and that the printing and binding be 
executed in the same manner as the printing and binding 
of the third report. * 

Mr. COOPER. This is the same number that 
was printed heretofore. 

Mr. ADAMS. I think the rules require that 
such resolutions. shall go to the Committee on 
Printing. r aN f 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution must go 
, to that committee.. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Elijah 
D. Brigham, praying” permission te change the 
name of the brig Glamorgan to that of Wizard; 
and that a new register may be issued for her 
under that name; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. WELLER presented the memorial of John 
C. McFarren and Samuel D. Sturgis, officers of 
the Army, praying compensation for services 
rendered by them respectively in grades higher 
than that to which they belong; which was referred 
to the Committee on*Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
memorial of James Thompson, and the adminis- 
trator of C. M. Strader, reported a joint resolution 
for the settlement of the claim of the late firm of 
C. M. Strader & Co., mail contractors; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading, , 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom were referred the following 
bills and joint resolutions from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, reported them back without amend: 


ment: 

A bill for the relief David C. Cash and Giles 
U. Ellis; 

A bill forthe relief of William Hankins; 

A bill for the relief of Lieutenant George H. 
Paige, of the United States Navy; 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to settle theaccounts of Thomas Jordan, assistant 
quartermaster in the United States Army; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Brevet Cap- 
tain J. EI. Lendram, United States Army; and 

A joint resolution for the settlement of theclaim 
of Don Juan Jesus Vigil, of New Mexico. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill for the relief of 
John S. King, of Virginia, reported it back with- 
out amendment. 


COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Lowa, that an 
additional member be appointed on the Committee 
on Enrolled Bills, and that the appointment be 
made by the President pro tempore; in accordance 
therewith Mr. Tuomson, of New Jersey, was 
appointed, 


BOMBARDMENT OF SAN JUAN. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrmr, his Secre- 
tary, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 28th instant, reports from 
the Secretaries of State, and of the Navy, in rela- 
tion to the bombardment and burning of San Juan 
de Nicaragua, together with sundry documents 
respecting the same; which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to 
be printed, 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills and joint resolutions: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Major Caleb Swan, deceased; 

An act to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 
sions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert White and 
others; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and represent- 
atives of Coldnel Alexander G. Morgan; 

An act for the purchase of the copyright of a 
work published. by Thomas H. Sumner, wherein 
he deseribes his new method of ascertaining a 
ship’s position at sea; 

An act to provide compensation for the services 
of George Morell in adjusting titles to land in 
Michigan; 

An act for the relief of Sylvester Pettibone; 


An act for the relief of Levi Pierce,and Andrew 
Hodge, jr; : . os 

An act for the relief of Henry La Reintrie;. 

An act for the relief of Dr. S. R. Addison, 
passed assistant surgeon in the United States 
Navy; ae 

An act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Beaubien; 

An act for the relief of. William Darby; 

An act for the relief of Urban Stoll; 

An act for the relief of Asa Andrews; 

An act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy and José 
Maria Jarrero; 

An act for the relief of Captain Charles G. 
Merchant; 

An act for the relief of William Brown; 

An act for the relief of Gaston T. Raoul; 

An act for the relief Phineas M. Nightingale, 
administrator of the estate of General Nathaniel 
Greene, deceased; . . 

An act for the relief of A. G. Penn; 

An act for the settlement of the claims of W. P. 
Buckner and Pierce Crosby, passed midshipmen 
in the United States Navy; 

An act for the relief of William G. Smith; 

An act to revive theact approved March 3, 1823, 
and the act approved May 26, 1824, supplemental 
thereto, in reference to the Rio Hondo claims to 
land in Louisiana; 

Joint resolution giving one hundred and sixty 
acres of land to Francis M. Gwin, of Indiana; and 
Joint resolution for the relief of John A. Bryan, 


by the President pro tempore. 
CHARLES GORDON. 


Mr. FOOT. [am directed by the Committee on 
Public Lands to report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to pay to Charles Gordon, out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate, the sum of $1,500, it being for his services ag 
arp lman for the Senate from March 3, 1839, to January 

, 1840. 

Mr. President, I think a simple statement of 
facts will suffice tò satisfy the Senate that this res- 
olution should be passed. Mr. Gordon had been 
employed, under resolutions of the Senate, as 
draughtsman to the Committee on Public Lands 
for several years. On the last day of a session, 
the 3d March, 1839, those resolutions were re- 
pealed at the last hour of that session, and with- 
out consideration. The result would be, that the 
work upon which his labor had for years been 
bestowed, would be left in an incomplete condi- 
tion. There were nine maps of States, containing 
the public lands, which were then in an incom- 
plete state. The Committee on Public Lands, to 
remedy this, directed Mr. Gordon to proceed 
with the work, and complete these maps. Mr. 
Walker, of Mississippi, being then chairman of 
that committee, gave him assurance that Congress 
; would make him compensation. Under this as- 
surance and direction, Mr. Gordon proceeded 
| with the work and completed those maps, and 
delivered them to the Senate, to the satisfaction 
of the Committee on Public Lands. He was en- 
gaged in that work from the 3d of March, 1839, 
to the Ist of January, 1840. Mr. Walker has 
‘himself certified the fact of his employment, and 
the correctness of Mr. Gordon’s statements in his 
memorial, and that this amount ought to be paid. 
Fifteen hundred dollars is at the rate of compen- 
sation which had been paid him for such services 
for seven years preceding, during which he had 
been engaged in this work; that is, at the rate of 
$1,800 per annum. TI report this resolution, for 
payment of those services, by direction of the 
Committee on Public Lands, and I ask that it be 
considered now. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to inquire of the 
Senator from Vermont whether this gentleman’s 
case is not pending before one of the standing 
committees of this body. 

Mr. FOOT. This case has been pending be- 
fore the Committee on Public Lands, and that 
committee have directed me to make this report. 

Mr. ADAMS. [have no doubt it is all right; 
but still, I think such propositions should be con- 
sidered as others, and therefore I object to the 
present consideration of this resolution. 

The PRESIDENT. 
one day, under the rules. 


COMMITTEE CLERKS. 


Mr. EVANS. [ move to take up the resolu- 
tion which I submitted some days ago in refer- 


Theabove named bills were subsequently signed 


f 
Then it must lie over for 


ence to the payment of clerks to committees. I 
suppose it will lead-to no debate. 

The motion ‘was agreed to; and the Senate ac- 
cordingly proceeded to consider the following res- 
olution: 

“ Resolved, That the clerks of the commitices of the Sen- 
ate be paid from the day of their appointment, except those 
who were on duty from the beginning of the session.”? 

Mr. PETTIT. The amendment, which was 
made in reference to the payment of committee 
clerks, to the resolutions relative to the compensa- 
tion of the officers and employees of the Senate, 
was made on my motion. That amendment was 
that the committee clerks should be paid from the 
commencement of the sesston. I offered it know- 
ingly and designedly. I did not know, however, 
that there were some of the clerks who had been 
appointed recently. Isupposed they had all been 
appointed within a month or two, at any rate, of 
the commencement of the session. The reason 1 
had in desiring that they should be paid from the 
commencement was this: A number of commit- 
tees hesitated at first about asking for the employ- 
ment of a clerk, and in those cases the business 
of the committee had accumulated, and had not 


-been done; and when the clerk came in a month 


or two months later than the commencement of 
the session, he found all the business of the com- 
mittee todo. He found it piled up on his hands, 
for Senators could not find time to attend to it. 

For this reason, | thought it was right that such 
clerks should be paid from the commencement of 
the session; but seeing that some have been ap- 
pointed very recently, I do not think that provis- 
ion will operate entirely fair. I think, however, 
that those. clerks who were not employed later 
than two months after the commencement of the 
session, ought to be paid from the first day of the 
session, for the reason I havestated, that they were 
compelled to do all the business of the session as 
much as if they had been at work all the time. I 
therefore move to amend the resolution so as to 
provide that those who were appointed before the 
Ist of February, shail draw their pay from the be- 
ginning of the session. 

Mr. EVANS. “On the 19th of January, at the 
instance of some one, I suppose the Senator from 
Indiana, the Senate agreed to this resolution: 

“ Resolved, That such of the clerks of the standing com- 
mittees of the Senate as have been on daty from the first 
day of this session be paid therefrom.” 

The resolution that I submit does not conflict 
with this. Mine is, that those in actual employ- 
ment from the first of the session shall be paid 
from that time. The resolution giving the com- 
mittees the right to employ clerks was proposed 
on the 15th of December; but there were many 
clerks, those who had been the clerks to former 
committees, who were here and attended under the 
expectation and promise that they should be reap- 
pointed from the beginning of the session, and thase 
ought to be paid from that time. This resolution 
provides for them.’ It allows those who served 
from the commencement of the session to be paid 
from that time. 

Now, the correct principle is, that a man should 
be paid for his labor. Those who were not here 
at first, and did not come for two months after the 
commencement of the session, ought not to be 
paid from the beginning; for, at most, it is true that 
but very few of them have much todo. Thecom- 
mittees meet, on an average, once a week; and the 
clerk has the remainder of.the time to arrange the 
papers. So far as [ know anything about the 
committees, it does not take very long to arrange 
the papers and make out such statements as I 
have seen. [I think, therefore, the true prin- 
ciple is, that each man should be paid for the labor 
he performs, and for nothing else. This resolu- 
tion is intended to cover that principle. If the 
gentleman’s clerk was on duty from the first of 
the session, he will be entitled to be paid, and, in 
fact, { believe he has been paid from the beginning 
of the session.. Such is my information. 

Mr, MASON? I submit to the Senators that 
they allow the vote to be taken at once; otherwise 
I shall be obliged to interpose and ask for the vote 
on my motion. 

Mr. EVANS. I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. PETTIT. I willallow the vote to be taken 
ina few minutes. So far as some of the commit- 
tees are concerned, I do not know how much labor 
the clerks may have, but I think every member of 
the Committee on Private Land Claims will bear 
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me withess that we have had for our clerk a most | 
onerous and burdensome service, and that he has |! 
performed his labors efficiently and ably. Tknow 
that every member of that committee will bear | 
witness to this. {tis true he did not commence || 
with us at the beginning of the session; he com- | 
enced some time in January; but it is equally || 
true that he found the major part of the business |) 
untouched, and that he was compelled to go into | 
the investigation of cases which had been referred | 
to us at the beginning of the session. I do not | 
wish to make invidious comparisons, but [ will || 
say that that committee required there should be | 
a lawyer of capacity to investigate legal questions. į 
Such a clerk I found; and I do him no more than | 
justice when [ say he ought to be paid from the | 

| 

| 

i 

4 

i 


commencementof thesession. If the other commit- 
tee clerks have labored as he has labored, and with | 
the intelligence and capacity he has, they ought 
to be paid for that extra time. 1 know some have 
been employed only a month or two, and ought | 
not to be paid from the commencement of the ses- : 
sion. Our files will show the number of cases 
which have been examined and reported upon by 
the Committee on Private Land Claims; and [| 
presume they are no more than from any other | 
committee, but they show the faithfulness of our | 
clerk. | 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, I will not detain | 
the Senate for a minute, but I desire to call their | 
attention to the fact that, at the close of the last | 
session, it was distinctly understood that no extra | 
compensation would be given to the employees of | 
the Senate. ‘These clerks were employed at four 
dollars a day. ‘The Senate, by a resolution since | 
that time, have agreed to give them five dollars | 
a day, and twenty per cent. upon that, which | 
amounts to six dollars a day. Not content | 
with that, they desire to go back and receive com- | 
pensation before their services commenced, I | 
think it is time to puta stop to it. When you | 
makea contract with clerks, why not require them | 
to abide by it, as we abide by our contract to | 
take eight dollars a day? 1 saw no propriety in | 
giving the increased pay which we have already 
agreed to give; and I can see still less propriety 
in paying for services never rendered. If we 
pay them six dollars a day from the time they 
commenced their services, I think it is enough, 
and I can see no propriety in paying them for the 
time when they were at home or here seeking em- 
ployment. I hope the amendment of the Senator ; 
from Indiana will not be adopted, and that the 
resolution, as offered by the Senator from South 
Carolina may be agreed to, 

The amendment was rejected; and the resolu- 
tion was adopted. 


POST ROUTES. 
Mr. RUSK. The Committee on the Post. 


Office and Post Roads have directed me to report || 
a bill “to establish certain additional post roads.”? || 
It is to provide for three or four post routes, which | 
are not in the general bill, and I ask the unani- ; 
mous consent of the Senate to consider it at this | 
time. ji 
There being no objection, the bill was read ij 
twice by its title, and considered as in Committee || 
of the Whole. 
The Secretary was aboutto read the billthrough. | 
Mr, RUSK, (interposing.) There is no use in 
reading the bill through. It is simply to provide | 
for three or four post routes which were omitted | 
in the general bill, as I have already said, | 
There being no objection, the reading of the bill 
was dispensed with. : 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. With the consent of 
the Senator from Texas, I move to amend the bill 
by adding the following post route in lowa: 
From Fort Madison, by West Point and Big Mound, to | 
Keosaugua, in lowa. j 
The amendment was agreed to; and the bill was | 
reported to the Senate, as amended, and the amend- | 
ment was concurred in, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third . 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. : 
RATES OF POSTAGE. HI 
Mr. RUSK. The Committeeon the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to whom was referred the bill ;; 


from the House of Representatives, further to ;; 
amend theact entitled “ An act to reduce and mod- 
ify the rates of postage in the United States, and 
for other purposes, passed March 3, 1851,” have 


| 
i! 
| 
instructed me to report it back with amendments. || 


It is an imporiant bill, and must go to the House 
to-day or to morrow, or it may fail altogether. 1t 
is designed to operate upon the revenues of the 
Department, and I hope it will be considered at 
once. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
a Committee of the Whole, to consider the 

ill. 

The first amendment of the committee was a 
verbal one, to strike out “on” and insert “in.” 

The next amendment was to insert after the 
provision requiring all letters to be prepaid, the 
rollowing: 

Exeept upon letters and packages addressed to officers 
of the Governinent on official business, which shall be so 
marked upon the envelope. 

The next amendment was to strike out ‘* such 
prepayment shall be by stamps,’’ and insert “the 


| Postmaster General may require postmasters to 


place post office stamps upon all prepaid letters 
upon which such stamps may not have been 
placed by the writers.” 

The next amendment was in the second section 
to strike out of the provision making it a penal 
offense for any person to seil stamps or stamped 
envelopes for more than their value, the words: 

“ For any larger sum than that indicated npon the face 
of such stamp or stamped envelope,” and insert in heu 
thereof, “ for any larger sum than thatcharged therefor by 
the Post Office Department.’? 

The amendments of the committee were agreed 
to. 


Mr. BRIGHT called for the reading of the bill 


-as amended, and it was accordingly read. 


It proposes to fix the following scale of postages: 

For every single letter in manuscript, or paper 
of any kind in which information shall be asked 
for or communicated in writing, or by marks or 
signs, conveyed in the mail for any distance be- 
tween places in the United States not exceeding 
three thousand miles, three cents; and for any dis- 
tance exceeding three thousand miles, ten cents. 

For every such letter or paper when conveyed 
wholly or in part by sea, and to or from a foreign 
country, for any distance not exceeding three 
thousand miles, the ocean postage shall be five 
cents; and for any distance exceeding three thou- 
sand miles, such ocean postage shall be ten cents, 
(excepting, however, all cases where such post- 
ages have been, or shall be, adjusted at different 
rates by postal treaty or convention already con- 
cluded or hereafter to be made.) 

For a double letter there shall be charged double 
the rates specified; and for a treble letter, treble 
those rates; and fora quadruple letter, quadruple 
those rates; and every letter or parcel not exceed- 
ing half an ounce in weight shall be deemed a 
single letter; and every additional weight of half 
an ounce, or additional weight of less than half an 
ounce, shall be charged with an additional single 
postage; and upon all letters passing through or 
in the mail of the United States, excepting such 
as are from a foreign country, the postages as 
above specified’shall be prepaid, except upon let- 


| ters and packages addressed to officers of the Gov- 


ernment on official business, which shall be so 
marked on the envelope. And from and after the 
lst day of January, 1855, the Postmaster General 
may require postmasters to place postoffice stamps 
upon alf prepaid letters upon which such stamps 
may not have been placed by the writer. 

And all drop-letters, or letters placed in any 
post office not for transmission through the mail, 
but for delivery only, shall be charged with post- 
age at the rate of ong cent each; and all letters 
which shall hereafter be advertised as remaining 
over, or uncalled for, in any post office, shall be 
charged with one cent each, in addition to the 
regular postage; both to be accounted for as 
other postages now are. 

It also provides that it shall not be lawful for 
any postmaster or other person to sell any postage 
stamps or stamped envelopes for any larger sum 
than that charged therefor by the Post Office De- 
partment; and any person who shall violate this 


: provision shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 


meanor, and, on conviction, shall be fined in any 
sum not less than ten, nor more than five hundred 
dollars. The act is to take effect and be in force 


i from and after the commencement of the next 


fiscal quarter after its passage. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I dislike very much to object 
to anything proposed by the honorable Senator 
from Texas, and particularly in a matter about 


which he seems to feel so much interest as about 
this; but I am not at all satisfied as to the pro- 
visions of this bill. : 

Mr. RUSK. Then I move to postpone its 
further consideration until to-morrow morning. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WILLIAM WOODBURY. 

Mr. SUMNER. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
joint resolution from the House of Representa- 
tives ‘directing the accounting officers of the 
Treasury to adjust the accounts of William Wood- 
bury, late pension agent at Portland, in Maine,” 
to report it back without amendment, and to ask 
that it be put at once upon its passage. I will 
say that it is recommended by the Commissioner 
of Pensions; and the Senator from Maine, (Mr, 
Hamim,] who is now out of hie seat, has it par- 
ticularly at heart that it should be passed at this 
session. I ask, therefore, that it be acted on at 
once. It will occupy no time. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
asin Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
joint resolution. 

It is designed to authori the Secretary of the 
Treasury to adjust the accounts of Wiliam 
Woodbury, late pension agent, and credit him 
with the entire amount paid to the heirs of Keziah 
Hartshorne, deceased. : 

Mr. Woodbury, as pension agent at Portland, 
pursuang to the directions of the Commissioner of 
Pensions, dated January 20, 1849, placed the name 
of Keziah Hartshorne, deceased, upon the pension 
roll for revolutionary services; and, subsequently, 
upon the presentation of the pension certificate, 
paid the amount therein specified to be due, to the 
heir of Keziah Hartshorne, deceaned. On the set- 
tlement of his accounts at the Treasury, for the 
first quarter of 1849; the amount of two years of 
the pension included in that certificate, from the 
4th of March, 1841, to the 4th of March, 1843, 
was disallowed by the accounting officers of the 
Treasury, on the ground that there was no law 
allowing a pension for those two years. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered toa third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. MASON. I.now ask the Senate to take 
the vote on my motion to proceed to the consid- 
eration of Executive business. 

Several Senarors. Let us make reports. - 

Mr. MASON. I have a drawer fullof reports 
myself, but my public duty requires me to insist 
on my motion to proceed to the consideration of 
Excutive business, 

Mr. HOUSTON. With the leave of the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, I wish to make a single remark. 
Iam reluctant at any time to interfere with the 
ordinary course of business, but I rise to request 
the Senate, before they adjourn to-day, to pass an 
order to meet at half past ten o’elock to-morrow 
morning, for the pupose of affording me half an 
hour to make some explanations. This will not 
retard the business at all. If Senators do not all 
choose to leave their committee rooms, and come 
to the Senate Chamber at that time, it will not be 
material; the reporters will be here, and I do not 
care about an audience. It is a matter of import- 
ance to me, and I trust the Senate will concede 
that courtesy. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Texas, that 
when the Senate adjourns to-day, it -adjourn to 
meet at half-past ten o’clock to-morrow morning, 
for the purpose of enabling him to make a per- 


| sonal explanation. 


The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The PRESIDENT. The question now ison 
the motion of the Senator from Virginia, that the 


| Senate proceed to the consideration of Executive 


business. < 

Mr. STUART. On that question I shall ask 
for the yeas and nays, with a view, if the Senate 
refuse to go into Executive session, of asking 
them to proceed to the consideration of the river 
and harbor bill. 

Mr. MASON. J asked for the yeas and nays 
myself, when I first made the motion, and I have 
no objection to having them. ; 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 31; as follows: 
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YEAS—Megsrs.. Allen, Atchison, Brodhead, Butler, 
Clay, Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, 
Houston, Hunter, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Rockwell, 
Rusk, Toombs, and Toucey—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, 
Brown, Chase, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Dodge of Lowa, Fish,. Foot, Geyer, Gillette; John- 
son, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Peitit, Pratt, Se- 
bastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, Walker; and 

eller—31. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


BETSEY NASH—~MRS. BATCHELDER. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Pensions to report back the bill from the 
House of Representatives, for the relief of Betsey 
Nash, with an amendment. She is a poor and 

“very aged woman. The bill appropriates a small 
amount which she has been seeking here for six- 
teen years, and Iam requested to report the bill 
back, with a slight amendment reducing the 

“amount.” As there is no probability that she will 
live until the next session, Lask for the consider- 
ation of the bill now. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish to ask the Senator from 
New York what is qe character of the pension? 

Mr.SEWARD. Half pay for the services of 
her husband, who was in the war of 1812. 

Mr. CLAY. Did he die in the war? 

Mr.SEWARD. He died of wounds received 
in the war. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
ee im Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
bil. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Betsey Nash, of Stockbridge, in the 
county of Madison, State of New York, upon 
the list of half pay pensioners, as the widow of 
Doctor Sylvester Nash, at the rate of twenty-two 
dollars per month, to commence from January 1, 
1831, and to continue for ten years. . 

The amendment of the committee, which was 
to strike out ‘ ten years,” and insert“ five years,” 
was agreed to. ` 

Mr, ADAMS. I move to amend the bill by 
adding, as additional sections, the bill for the re- 
lief of Mrs. Batehelder. 

Mr. SFUART. ls that in order? 


” 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion 
that itis. This is a pension bill, and the Chair 


understands the amendment to be, to give.a pen- 
sion to Mrs. Batchelder. 

Mr. STUART. Ihave understood that on a 
private bill of this character, it was not. in order 
to move another private bill as an amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. It is often done. The 
Chair is of opinion that itis in order. 

Several Senators. Read the amendment. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

SEC, —i Ani be it.further enacted, That the Secretary 


of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to pay to the 
widow of James C. Batebelder, who was Killed at Boston 


on the 26th of May, 1854, while assisting the United States | 


marshal for the District of Massachusetts in executing a 
law of Congress, the sum of $3,000, out of any money in 
the Treasury nuappropriated. 

Suc. —. And be it further enacted, That the said sum 
shall be held by her in trust, and shall inure solely to the 
benefitof said widow and her child, or children; and no 
sale, transfer or mortgage of the same, in prejudice of said 


trust, prior or subsequent to the passage of this act, shall be | 


valid. 

Mr. STUART. We have had notice from 
several Senators that they intend to discuss this 
question at length. Jt opens the whole slavery 
agitation from beginning to end; and if we raise 
that question, we cannot pass any appropriation 
bills at this session. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill and amendment until 
to-morrow. 


1 
{ 
i 
1 
i 
1 
i 
i 


i: marshal and his force, and, after a desperate stru; 


Mr. ADAMS. On that motion I ask for the | 


yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and taken 
with the following result: 


VHAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Bright, fi 
Gillette, |; 


Cass, Chase, Clayton, Dodge of Iowa, Geyer, 
Rockwell, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, and Walker—I16. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Benjamin, Brodhead, Brown, 
Butter, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatriek, Foot, Gwin, 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jones, of T'en- 
nessee, Mallory, Mason, Morton, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Thompson, of Kentucky, 
Thomson, of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller— 


So the motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I now ask for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr.-FOOT.’ I ask for the reading of the re- 
port in the case of the original bill. 
` The report was read, from which it appears 
that, in-the summer of 1814, a draught of militia 
was called for the defense of the northern frontier, 
and that Sylvester Nash volunteered as a private 
soldier, under the command of Major Eliphalet 
Hodgkiss, and marched to Sackett’s Harbor. 
‘W hile at that place it was very sickly; and being 
a physician, he was requested by the officers to 
attend the sick, (there being no surgeon among 
the volunteers,) which‘ service he performed, and 
for which he received no compensation, except as 
a private soldier. After his return home, he re- 
celved a warrant as surgeon to Colonel Erastus 
Cleveland’s regiment of detached militia, and re- 
paired again to Sackett’s Harbor, and discharged 
the duties of physician until about the 20th of Oc- 
tober, when he was attacked with dysentery, 
which continued upon him the remainder of the 
time he was in the service, and for about six 
months after; and he was unable to attend to his 
profession or perform any labor for a year, when 
he was attacked with chronic rheumatism, which 
continued in a severe manner about six months; 
and, from that period to the present, he has been 
affected with a weakness in the small of his back 
and kidneys, disabling the lower extremities so 
as to unfit him almost entirely for pursuing any 
kind of business, He applied to the War De- 
partment for a pension, but his claim was objected 
to, on the ground that he was mustered and re- 
turned as a well man; which he explains, by say- 
ing that the orders of the muster-master required 
every man who could walk to appear on parade 
for mustering; and that, though very feeble, he 
was then able to walk, and appeared accordingly, 
and was mustered; but the department thought 
the case not coming within the rules prescribed, 
and finally rejected it, with a recommendation 


| that he apply to Congress. There was ample evi- 
| dence as to the service and disability, leaving no 


doubt on the minds of the committee as to the 

propriety of the allowance to his widow. . 
Mr.SUMNER. Now, I call forthe reading of 

the views of the committee in the case provided 

for by the amendment. ; 

The Secretary accordingly read the following 
papers: 

Views of Mr. Jones, of Iowa, Mr. CLAY, and Mr. Wir- 
LIAMS, Of the Committee on Pensions, on a resolution of 
the Senate instructing them to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to the widow of James Batchelder, 
of M assachusetts,who was killed while assisting the United 

tates marshal to execute a law of Congress. 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred a 
resolution of the Senate instructing them to inguire into 
the expediency of granting a pension to the widow of James 
Batchelder of Massachusetts, recently killed while assist- 
ing the United States marshal to execute alaw of Congress, 
beg leave to report: 

The facts of this ease, so far as they have come to the 
knowledge of your committee, are these : 

On the 26th of May last, 1854, a negro named Anthony 
Burns was arrested in the city of Boston, by the United 
States marshal for the district of Massachusetts, upon a 
warrant issued by the United States commissioner for the 
said city, under the provisions of laws of Congress ap- 
proved September 12,1793, under the administration of 
General Washington, and September 18, 1850, for the re- 
clamation of fugitives from labor. 
slave by a citizen of the State of Virginia, and was arrested 
and held with a view to an examination before the said 
commissioner, according to law. While in the custody of 
the United States marshal, and confined and guarded by 
said marshal and a small foree of deputies, in a room of the 
court-house in the city aforesaid, a violent attack, with a 
view to his rescue, was made upon the court-house by a 
fanatic and lawlessmob. After several attempts, the attack- 
ing party succeeded in battering down one of the principal 
doors of the court-house, and effected an entrance, armed 
with clubs, axes, pistols, &c. They were resisted by the 
ggle, driven 
Batchelder, one 


from the building. 1n this struggle James 
torce under the marshat, became 


of the small but resolute 


: a Sacrifice to his devotion to his duty, under the laws of his 


country. The verdict of the coroner’s jury was as follows : 
“That on the 26th of May, about forty-five minutes past 
nine o’clock, p. m., while James C. Batchelder was em- 
ployed, with others, by Watson Freeman, Esg., United 
States marshal, as an assistant in defending one of the west 


i; entrances of the court-house in the city of Boston, from the 
| assaults ofa mob 
;; ering the femoral arter. 
; said wound was inflicted by a long, nafrow, and sharp in- 
f ttit, Pratt, || Stument in the hands of some one o: 
Pearce, Pettit, >:| in the assault, to the jurors unknown, &e., &e.?? 


; he reecived a wound in the left groin, sev- 
Y, Which caused his death > and that 


f the persons engaged 


By this act of violence the widow of Batchelder is de- 


| prived of a husband and protector. ‘The question is as to 
: the propriety of granting her a pension, in view of the cir- 


; denied that the practice of the Governm: 


cumstances attending the death ofher husband. The Senate 
need not be told that the case does not come within the pro- 
visions of any general Jaw of Congress. But it cannot be 

i ent has seemed to 
recognize an analogy in cases of this character to those pro- 


He was claimed as a | 


it 
H 
i 


vided for in the general statutes, and that ithas been deemed 
“ expedient ” to acknowledge and reward distinguished and 
patriotic services, though rendered in the discharge of du- 
ties not of a military character, but involving hardship and 
hazard. In numerous instances has Congress rewarded 
such services to the individuals rendering them, or by acts 
of gratnity to the widows apd orphans of those whose lives 
were sacrificed therein. As early in our history as 1794, 
the sum of $2,000 was voted to the widow of Robert For 
syth, marshal of Georgia, who was killed in the discharge 
of his duty. In 1820, the sum of $500 was granted to the 
widow of John Heap, of Baltimore, “who was beset by 
ruffians and murdered ” while carryig the United States 
mail. And in 1844, a pefsion was granted, for life, to an 
Indian woman of the Creek nation, for her interference to 
save the lives of prisoners condemned to death by her peo- 
pie. Instances are not rare upon our statute books in which 
pensions, sums of money, lands, or other manifestations of 
the public gratitude have been bestowed for services ren- 
dered by public officers and private citizens not connected 
with the military establishment of the country; but enough 
have been cited to show the scope of congressional action 
in the reward of meritorious services, and to show further 
that the expediency and propriety of expressing the obliga- 
tions of the public, in some appropriate manner, has been 
recognized and practiced upon by the Government in cases 
where the services and sacrifice have not been more re- 
markable than in the instance now under consideration. 

But the analogy of this case to that of the soldier who is 
provided for under the general statutes, may be made more 
apparent by noting two facts: First, that under the general 
laws the revenue police of the country, “ when acting in 
coöperation with the Navy or Army,?? have been granted 
pensions, ‘in the same manner, and to the same extent 3? 
second, that had any of the United States troops, eniployed 
in conjunction with the marshal’s force, (of which Baich- 
elder was one,) at Boston, to aid the execution of the law 
and preserve the peace, been disabled, his case would have 
found ample provision in the general pension laws. It 
would be difficult to define the distinctions of position or 
obligation which would in equity demand a pension in the 
case of the soldier, and refuse it in the case of a marshal, 
both being employed under contract with the Government, 
and under oath to support the Constitution and the laws, ` 
and engaged in the same service, and exposed to the same 
dangers. 

But, again, if there is merit in the soldier’s sacrifices and 
heroism in defense of the honorand security of his country 
against a foreign enemy, there is none the less of merit in 
the patriotism and courage of the public officer who offers 
up his life in defense of the majesty of the law, against the 
violent assaults of a domestic foe. . 

But there are further and peculiar considerations which 
weigh with your commitree in favor of a recognition of the 
merits and patriotism of the services of Batchelder, in ren- 
dering which he lost his life. He was engaged at the time 
in assisting to execute a law of Congress—a law which but 
makes provisions for carrying out and sacredly maintaining 
one of the express obligations of the Constitution. It is 
well known that, under, the peculiar municipal regulations 
of at least one half of the States of this Union, (a state of 
things which existed, was recognized, and guaranteed, in 
the organization of the Government,) obedience to the law, 
and a faithful observance of the requirement of the Con- 
stitution respecting the rendition of fugitives from labor, ia 
an absolute necessity to the harmony, peace, and perpetuity 
of the Confederacy. 

Under these circumstances, ithas become necessary asa 
security to property, and to allay agitation and quietsectional 
misgivings; to assure the whole country of the determina- 
tion of the Gencral Government to faithfully adhere to the 
compromises of the Constitution, and of its ability to pro- 
tectand secure the rights of all as guaranteed by that in- 
strument. And it becomes the duty of Congress, in some 
emphatic way, to express its approval of the public officer, 
who, true to his oath and his duty, fearlessly exeeutes the 
law of the land. One most appropriate means of doing 
this, and, at the same time, discharging a public obligation, 
will be to reward the services of Batchelder to his bereaved 
widow. While the committee deplore the existence of a 
spirit of riot and insubordination,.and of a disregard of all 
the duties of citizenship, and especially the valuable life 
that has been sacrificed to it, they cannot but congratulate 
the Union upon the fact that the people of Massachusetts, 
her citizen soldiery, and her public officers are, ag ever, 
ready to rally to sustain the supremacy of law, 8nd vindi- 
cate the honor and the devotion to the Constitution and the 
Union of that glorious old Commonwealth. The conduct 
of the United States marshal and his deputies, the mayor 
and police of Boston, and the citizen and regular soldiery 
upon this oceasion, was worthy of all praise; andthe com- 
mittee regard it both a pleasure and a duty to commend 
their promptness to obey the call of duty, their firmness, 
moderation, and prudence, by which alone consequences 
the most deplorable were arrested, and the law executed 
with so little sacrifice of life and property. 

After due deliberation, the committee have preferred, in 
this case, to acknowledge the obligations of the country 
to the widow of the deceased Batchelder, not in the form 
of an annual pension, but by granting to hera sum ade- 
quate to a provision for her future support, if invested and 
husbanded with proper prudence and economy. They 
herewith report a bill for which they ask the favorable con- 


sideration of the Senate. 
GEO. W. JONES, of Iowa, 
©. ©. CLAY, JR, 
JARED W. WILLIAMS. 


Views of Mr, SUMNER and Mr. SEWARD. 


_ The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Pen- 
sions, cannot concur with the majority of the committee 
in reporting a bill for the relief of the widow of the late 
James Batchelder. They also dissent from the report ac- 
companying the bill, which, however, is understood not to 
proceed from a majority of the committee. 

In granting pensions, or bounties of a kindred nature, it 


| has been the habit of the committee to require evidence of 


all essential facts and circumstances; not, indeed , accord- 


ing to the rigorous forms of a court of law, but with sub- ] 
stantial fuliness and authenticity. Applicajions for pen- 
sions are coustantly rejected for defect of testimony. But 
this reasonable practice, which is a necessary safeguard 
against abuses, has been disregarded in the present case. 
No evidence of any. Kigd—not a shred or particle—was 
prodaced. The majority of the committee undertook to 
act at once, on loose and general report, gathered at a mo- 
ment of eXcitement from the public press. Jn this respect 
they have obviously proceeded with more haste than dis- 
erection. Such a course cannot be in conformity with ap- 
proved precedents. In itself it willbe a bad precedent for 
the future. : 

But this proceeding seems more obnoxious to comment, 
When it is known that it appeared, from the very sources 
on which the committee relied, that the. facts in question 
care all at this moment the subject of judicial inquiry, séidL 
porains, in the courts at Boston. Several citizens have 

een indicted for participarion in the transaction to which 
reference is made, and in which Batchelder is said to bave 
been killed. Their trials have not yet taken place, butare 
near at hand. Under these peculiar circumstances, the 
indiscreet haste of the committee, thus acting in advancé 
of authentic evidence and lite pendente, is enhanced by 
the possible detriment to the grave interests of justice, 
which all will admit should not be exposed to any partisan 
influence from abroad. The report accompanying the biil, | 
without any aid from human testimony, undertakes to pro- 
nounce dogmatically on facts whieh will be in issue on 
these trials. Anticipating the court, and literally without | 
a hearing, it gives judgment on absent persons, as well as 
on distant events. 

On grounds irrespective of the merits of the case, the un- 
dersigned object to any action upon it on the present evi- 
dence, and in the existing state of things. They object for 
two reasons: first, that such action would become a bad 
precedent, opening the way to a disregard of evidence in 
the distribution of pensions and bounties; and secondly, 
that it would be an interference—offensive though indi- | 
rect—with the administration of justice, in- matters still 
pending, and involving the fortunes of several citizens. 
"These reasons are ample. 

But on other grounds, of a different character, and vital 
to the merits of the case, the undersigned must dissent from 
the majority of the committee. 

Regarding the act of Congress, usually known as the fugi- 
tive slave bill, as unconstitutional, while it is justly con 
demned by the moral sense of the communities where itis 
sought to be enforced, the undersigned are not disposed to 
recognize any services rendered in its enforcement as meri- 
torious in their character. Especially are they unwilling to 
depart beyond the clear line of precedents, in voting boun- 
ties on account of such services. This, of itself, is a suffi- | 
cient reason for opposition to the propased bill. 

But admitting for the moment the asserted. constitution- 
ality of the fugitive slave act, and its conformity with just 
principles of duty; and admitting further, that efforts for 
its enforcement are to be placed in the same scale with 
efforts to enforce other acts of Congress, of acknowledged 
constitutionality and clear conformity with just principles 
of duty, then the undersigned beg leave to submit that, ac- 
eording to the practice of our country, such efforts have not i 
been considered as entitféd to the ordinary reward of pèn- 
sions or kindred bounties. pra 

The pensions and kindred bounties of our country have | 
been founded exclusively on military and naval services. 
In England, civil services, whether on the bench, in diplo- 
macy, or in the departments of State; are stibjects of pen- 
sion; bot itis otherwise here. With us there are no gen- 
eral laws to this end; nor are there special. laws of such 
clear meaning and character as to become precedents, sanc- 
tioning pensions or bounties for civil services. A report of 
this committee, made by its chairman at this very session of 
Congress, states the rule and practice of Congress, Here 
is the whole report, (Rep. Com., No. 199 :) 

In Senate of the United States, April 11, 1854.—~Mr. 
Jones, of Lowa, made the following report: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Rebecca Bright, beg leave to report: 

“Phat the petitioner isthe widow of Jacob Bright, an | 
armorer, who was killed at the navy-yard-in this city by 
the bursting ofa shell. He being an employee of the Gov- 
ernment, and in mo sense to be regarded as in its < military 
or naval service,’ the committee cun find no reason, founded 
in law or justice, for pensioning his widow. Her case is 
precisely that of the widow of a laborer, or mechanic,.em- | 
ployed by the day or month upon any publie work. They 
therefore recommend thatthe prayer of the petitioner be 
rejected.’? 

And yet, in the very teeth of this recommendation, made 
by themselves at this very session, the committee now pro- 
pose to bestow a bounty upon such services. If the com- | 
mittee were right in their former report, they cannot be | 
right now. | 

The report accompanying the bill shows that three of the | 
committee have felt that their recommendation needed the 
support of precedents, and they have ransacked the records 
for them. Two only are produced. 

"The first is an act of Congress, bearing date June 7, 
1794, which provides “ that the sum of $2,000 be allowed 
the widow of Robert Forsyth, late marshal. of the district 
of Georgia, for the use of herself and the ebildren of the 
said Forsyth.” On search in the office of the Seeretary of 
the Senate, where this bill originated, and also at the 
Preasury, where the money was paid, no papers have been 
found showing the occasion of this grant; nor has any- 


| rewarding such services, though they have often been ren- 


body undertaken fo state any. This precedent, then, can 
be of little value in establishing an important rule in the |) 
dispensation of national bounties. n 
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The only remaining precedent adduced by the commit- 
tee is an act bearing date May 8, 1820, and providing “that 
the Postmaster General be directed to pay to the widow of 
John Heap, late of the city of Baltimere—who, while em: 
ployed as a carrier of the mail of the United States, having 
the.said mail iw his custody, was beset by ruffians and: mur- 
dered—out of the money belonging to the United States, 
arising from the postage of letters and packets, $500 in ten 
equal semi-annuat payments.”? On this precedent Congress 
wili surely hesitate to establish a rule which will openanew 
drain upon the bounty of the country. 

The general laws do not award pensions or bounties for 
services in enforcing the revenue laws of the country, and 
itis not known that any special acts have ever been passed 


dered at immineut danger to life, as well ‘from shipwreck 
as from the violence of smugglers. The proposed bill will 
be an apt precedent for bounty in this large class of cases; 
and it may properly be opposed by all who are not ready 
for a new batch of claimauts. 

The undersigned venture to make a single comment fur- 
ther on the report accompanying the bill. This report, not 
content with assigning reasons for its proposed bounty, pro- 
ceeds to take cognizance of the conduct of the people of 
Massachusetts ; the citizens, soldiers, the marshal and his 
deputies, the raayor and police of Boston, in the recent 
transaction, and assumes to hold the seates of judgment. 
In this respect it evinces an indiserect haste similar to that | 
already displayed in acting on the present proposition, with- 
out authentic evidence, and during the pendency of judicial 
investigations. It appears from the public journals, out of 
which all our information on this matter is derived, that the | 
conduct of several publie functionaries on this occasion in 
Massachusetts has been seriously drawn in question. ‘The 
marshal of the district is openly charged with making the 
arrest of the alleged fugitive, under the fraudulent pretense jj 
that he was a criminal—a scandalous device which no | 
honest man can regard without reprobation., The mayor 
of Boston is also openly charged with a violation of the pri- |} 
mal principles of free institutions and of the law of the land, 
in surrendering the city for the time being into the possession 
ofa military force, and thus establishing there that suprem- 
acy of arms under which all Jaw is silent But on these 
things the undersigned express’ no-opinion. They desire 
only to withhoid alt assent from. the blindfold ratification, 
which the report accompanying the bill volunteers, without 
reason or occasion, to the conduct of public functionaries 
as well as of others, who, according to some evidence, may 
have-acted very badly. CHARLES SUMNER, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. : 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, this is the! 
first of the last four days of the session. I wish 
distinctly to state the attitude of this question be- 
fore the Senate, in order that the Senate and the 
country may see, if any embarrassment should 
result to the business of the Senate, upon whom 
the responsibility will lie. The House of Rep- 
resentatives has sent to us this morning a bill for į 
the relief of Betsy Nash, a very aged widow of | 
an officer 
Mr. ADAMS. If the Senator from New York | 
will allow me a moment, I desire to say that the || 
friends of the bill are perfectly willing to. take a | 
vote, upon the reading of the report of the ma- 
jority, and of the views of the minority of the 
J Ys 3 ! 
committee, without any argument beyond the || 
simple statement of the papers which have. been | 
read. If they desire to discuss it, of course we 
desire to discuss the other side. 


H P e 
from motives and consid 


Mr. SEWARD. 1 was proceeding to say.that ! 
the House of Representatives had sent to usa} 
biil for the relief of Betsy Nash, the very aged || 
widow of an officer of the army of 1812, who ` 
suffered from disease contracted in the public ser- |} 
vice at Sackett’s Harbor, in consequence of which || 
he was disabled, and languished, and died. His | 
twas pre- || 

| 


i 
i 
| 


À bill for her relief 


his death, for sixteen fears. 
of the present session the House of Representa- | 
tives entertained the subject, upou the unanimous : 
report of the Committee on Pensions in that, 
House, which recommended the passage of a bill | 
allowing half pay fora period of ten years. That | 
bill came before the Committee on Pensions of the!) 
Senate this morning, and, on examination, they 
coneluded that half pay for ten years was not. 
within the line of precedents adopted by their | 


i 
i 
i 


committee, and therefore: reduced it tofive years; 
reducing the sum proposed to be paid by the House 
toa small pittance; and- the committee, upon the 
suggestion that. the widow was old-and infirm, 
and probably could not survive until the next ses- 
sion of Congress, recommended. its: passage im- 
mediately. TE e SHES 
Now, sir, that is the case:of an old widow: It 
had been long delayed, and yet now when her bill 
is before us an amendment to it is propused, which 
brings up, at this stdge of the session, allthe ques- 
tions involved in:the proceedings of the execution 
of the fugitive slave law: in- Boston. Kneed not 
say that it isa subject-matter entirely different and 
foreign to it. It tends to bring up a dispated ques: 
tion. So far from the. committee being: unani- 
mously in favor of the amendment, there. was not 
a majority which united in its recommendation. 
It involves questions of great magnitude; and en» 
tirely irrelevant to the subject-matter of the original 
bill.” What is recommended in the original:billia 
a pension, which -is to: be. granted in-aecordance 
with. the uniform: practice..of Congress: from. the 
Revolution down to this day.) .Whatis proposed 
by theamendmentis to-give a bounty to the widow 
of a person who was not a soldier engaged in the 
military service of the country, ‘but. a-civil officer. 
assisting-in the execution of a process. ~ What is 
proposed in the original bill is a pension: = What 
is proposed in the other case ig a bounty, a bounty 
which is a matter of discretion, and, therefore; 
unless great care is taken, may be acted: upon 
erations which might: be 


capricious; vies bee, PMN at 

Now, then, it will be seen at once that whatever 
may be.the circumstances of this matter, as to its 
effect upon ‘public: business, this bih,- ifi amended 
as proposed, canhot:pass Congress atthe present 
session, Only fourdaysiremain until the expira- 
tion of the session, and -as*to’an amendment. of 
this character, if ‘it shall-paes' here—and it cannot 
be expected: to pass. without .debate—the House 
of Representatives, who are engaged in-Very. im- 


‘portant business;: cannot be likely: to’ take up a 


question. which is so much litigated, and.so much, 
litigated in the: House of Representatives, as, to 
the payment.of a bounty to the widow of a pers 
son for his assistance in the execution. of the fagi- 
tive slave act, itis buta few days since.a:prop~ 


| osition to repeal that law received forty-nine votes 


in the other House. And. when they. were. pre- 
pared to vote for the repeal of the: fugitive shave 
law, they cannot be expected to vote-fara. bounty, 
of this.character, for, services in its. execution, at 
least without discussion or debate upon this;subr. 
ject: i WEE toe Btn of Poe heed ote. 
Thus, then, not- only the original measure, so 
right, just,and humane in itself; but this new meas- 
ure, which, although so questionable, many have. 
so much ‘at heart, may fail. We shall, then, with. 
out attaining the object. of giving a bounty: to: the 
person named in the amendment defeat the main 
purpose of the House of Representatives, which, 
they have expressed in the bill which they: sent 
here. I regret the presentation of the: subject at 


| this time, because it will, without doubt, tend: ta 


injure a meritorious claim. Inis not: my. purpose 
unnecessarily to debate the question; Honorable 
Senators who favor the amendment have said that 
they are ready to: take: the. question upon’ the re- 
ports without argument. -The effectofsuch a prop- 
osition as that, would bethe surrendering of the 
right of debate, and we should come here to the 
consideration. of. the. questions, which. in future 


| may come up, without the benefit of that argu- 


ment which is always presumed to be necessary 
for the enlightenment of the country, as well aa 


the eslightenment.of the Senate itself, oy 

I need not say one word in behalf of the ori- 
ginal bili. Lam sure that the consideration which 
induced the House of Representatives to pass it 
unanimously, and which induced the Senate unan- 
imously to take it up, would also induce the Sen- 
ate to pass it, I appeal to them to carry out this 
intention by letting that bill pass whichis in itself 
unobjectionable, and let the other come in as a 
distinct proposition fora bounty.upon its own 
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merits, That is‘thetrueméde of proceeding. Buty: 
siryif-that shall not-be the-pleasure ofthe Senate, 
I have to. suggest;to, them that; acgording to the 
showing of the report which has beén made by the 
Senator from «Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumyer,] in 
which I ‘concurred, the proposition contained in 
the ‘amendment; isin entire conflict with the habit- 
wal practiceof the Government from its commence- 
ment -whtil the present:day... 9 aoe pt osloni sy 
eA; case atthe very, present session has been sub: 
mitted to:the Senate which is*contained in- this 
report; in‘which the: Committee on Rensions, fol- 
lowing -up:the rule which ‘had prevailed; refused 
to grant compensation to a person who was: in- 
jured: in ‘the: civil. service of the country. The 
distinction between the case of the allowance ofa 
pension: for military services: and. extraordinary. 
eompensation: for. public-civik services, is just as 
broad: ag-the line which ‘separates the military and 
naval’service from thecivil service. of the country: 
The:military service is:one which requires exclu- 
sive devotion, and which:withdraws the man. who 
enters it from the pursuits of civil life. ft requires 
the soldier or officerto devote himself, inthe prime 
of life; and:the officer especially with. the expen- 
sive acquirements perhaps of military education 
and-study, to a hazardous course of life. When 
the officer or soldier returns: from the battle field, 
it is only poetry to say that he can convert the 
sword- into the plowshare. ‘The: whole pension || 
system;or atleast a large portion of our legislation 
from the. beginning to this day, in this country, as | 
ini every-other country that ever supported {im 


armyornavy,is that a pension should: be granted |} 


to those who: entered into the navy. or atmy:upon: 
considerations of duty or patriotism; and became 
incapacitated for the support of themselves-and 
families Ges jo ee ee H 
rOn the other hand, the civil service isone which: 
bringsiits reward: and:its fume without: running | 
any. peculiar hazard, and even with profit and | 
withoutvany ‘unnecessary sacrifice. Itis'volan- 
tary ow. the part of our citizens to assume the: 
office of President of the United States, as it is 
to assume the office of marshal or deputy mar- 
shal. it is voluntary onthe partof the citizen to 
assume the-oflice of representative in the Senate, 
oriin the House of Representatives, or any: other | 
civil office which is attended with no peril of life or 
limb. «We arevall of us paid forthe:discharge òf 
our duties in the civil department, and..this:com- 
pensation!iy regarded as adequate. i: We are all of 
us,'as Senators in Congress, agents: in: the: civil: 
service of the country, but at the:same time. that: 
we ave perfovming our duty in that capacity, and 
receiving compensation forit; we also: have our 
farma,;our mercantile and professional employ- | 
mente and our various other: vočitions which. | 
constantly follow us, and to which: we -canat last: 
return with ease from those labors, and by assi- 
duity ia pursuing. them, make provision ‘for: the 
support of our families. 

This distinction is a just and necessary distinc- | 
tion; forifwe require of a soldier extraordinary du- | 
ties; which incapacitate him from supporting him- 
self and educating ‘his family, itisright to provide 
a-hospital forhim when disabled, to provide bounty 
land: for him, upon which the, can retire when ‘he 
has completed theterm for which he was employed 
inchig country’s service, and even’ pensions to his 
widow and hamily when he falls. This distine= 
tion must-be adhered-to. If we hold out equal 
inducements to hope for pensions and rewards jir 
the civil service, equal to those offered: in:the mili- 
tary service, the tendeney will be at once to dis- 
courage enlistments in the Army and inthe Navy 
of the United States, and to encourage still greater 


i 


competition inthe service of the civil departments | 
of the Government, when we know that the com- | 


petition for places in the civil service has become 
80) éxtensive as a resort for a livelihood, as to in- 
duce all’manner of intrigue and corruption for the 
acquisition of places. 3 3 
I have said that this was a broad distinction. I 


was performing that duty, the cable slipped acci- 
dentally, through the carelessness of-an officer. or 
seaman in-the public vessel, and the pilot lost a 
limb, and was disabled for life. 1 brought the 
case before the Senate some two or three years 
ago. I presénited it io the Senate as a meritorious 
one: After- due consideration, and admitting its 
entive> hardship, ‘and -stating that. they could 
| Searcely “see the difference between the military 
and the civil service in. such a case, the Senate 
threw it out because the: pilot-was in the civil ser- 
vice; and the result ‘was, that no relief was granted 
to 0 eae A e So E DSa 
So. far, then, as the present question is con- 
cerned, without:going- into any dispute in re- 
gard to the case in-the original bill, claiming that 
it is’ entitled to the favorable consideration of the 
Senate, inasmuch ag it. provides a pension. for the 
benefit of. the widow of a worthy soldier, I think 
| that-we ought not to. embarrass it, or render it 
doubtful, for the purpose of providing a bounty 
in another case, I cannot vote for this Boston 
case, which contains so many objectionable fea- 
tures. Especially does it present before Congress 
a necessity for considering the validity of the fugi- 
tive.slave law. , The constitutionality of that law 
is: disputed and denied. The resistance itself was 
aconsequence‘df that dispute, and of a repugnance 
of sentiment. of a portion of the country to the 
law. The law, for these. reasons, fails to be exe- 
cutéd: without extraordinary expenditure and ex- 
traordinary efforts on the part of the Executive. 
That law is now under consideration in many of 
thecourts.. The supreme, court: of the- State of 
Massachusetts has-aflirmed -its constitutionality, 
or ig understood’ so to have'done. The supreme 
court in another State (Wisconsin) has denied its 
constitutionality. For myself, itis enough forme 
| tò say ‘that 1 agree with the supreme court of 
Wisconsin on that subject. But while this ques- 
tion, is open, and while it will ultimately be re- 
ferred to, and decided by, the highest tribunal, the 
tendency of this measure is to induce persons, by 
lurgesses, to assist in the execution of what I, 
with them, deem an unconstitutional law. With- 
out gaing into the merits of the constitutional ques- 
tion’ at the: present time, it is enough for me to say 
that there is.a division in this House, and in’ the 
other Hlouse, and-that this division is: continually 
widening. "The numberof thdse who believe that 
the law.;is-constitutional is: becoming less and less. 
The humber::to-day is far-lesg than the number 
yesterday; and; according: to the:indications, they 
areless now than they will bea year hence; and 
they will grow less and less. every year here- 
afters.: : i j eer 
Then, at the present time, under such:-circum- 
stances, believing that this law is*entirely unéon- 
stitutional, I submit it is neither right nor. wise to 
give it:a factitious support in this mode, unlessiit 
| shall be shown that there is an extreme. case:re- 


|| quiring such action. There is no extreme case 


before usin the original bill. This widow, Betsy 
Nash, and her husband, have been before us for 
sixteen years, imploring theattention of Congress. 
The Batchelder case is two months. old, no more. 
Now, if the widow of the soldier who fought the 
batties of his country in the: war.of :1812, whose 
services are admitted, and: whose claim is sup- 
ported: by ‘precedents in the. history of the-country 
without number, could wait here for sixteen years, 
this: Batchelder.case, asking from us a-bonnty. to 
i be paid’ immediately, can wait unti) another. ses- 
sion, especially if, by allowing it, we risk the ori- 
ginal bill? It would give meno pleasure, no sat- 
isfaction, no triumph personally to defeat this- 
amendment; for it it shall be the pleasure of Con- 
gress that services of this Kind, in ‘the execution 
of the fugitive slave law, besides being paid for in 
i| the lavish way that we have seen, shall also be put 
|| on-the level of having served in the Army and in. 


| ty, I shali yield. We shall see whether proceed- 
ii Ings. so extraordinary will operate to overcome 


have said thatit has been adhered to, and E will || the repugnance of freemeff and the free States to 


give to the Senate, in addition to the cases pre- i| the fugitive slavelaw, 


sented in the report, another case, which occurred 
some two or three Jar ago, of acivil oficer who 
was recognized and provided for by law as enti- 
tled to make certain charges for services rendered. 
He was a New York pilot, required to go on 
board a publie armed ship of'the United States, in 
the port of New York, to conduct her into the 
harbor, and, after arriving on board, and: while he 


I ean wait. 


l| Butagain, sir, the facts in this caseareassumed. 


i There is no evidence that { know of. (My asso- 
ciate on the Committee on Pensions can inform 
me whether I am correct or not.) Ido vot know 
that a petition has been presented asking fur it. 
The honorable Senator who moved the amend- 
ment can answer whether a petition has been pre- 
i sented by the person to whom it is proposed to 


the Navy, and so receive an extraordinary boun- | 


allowthe bounty.. Receiving no answer, I presume 
i that Mrs. Batchelder has not applied for. a. pen- 
| Sion, that her name is put.up here to-oppose and 
‘defeat the granting of a pension to an unfortunate 
woman, without her knowledge, consent, or inter- 
ference, There has been no petition’ presented. 
No petitions, recommendations, or representation 
, of facts, are presented by anybody in. her behalf: 
There is nognformation, no legislative information, 
i no information such as the Senate‘ requires, upon 
whichthis bill isto proceed. All we know of itis, 
that certain transactions occurred in the city of Bos- 
tòn- in regard to the fugitive slave law; that Mr. 
| Batchelder was killed, and that we are now acting 
upon the newspaper accounts of the day, while a 
judicial irivestigation of the matter is being prosecu- 
ted with care. When this investigation shall have 
been completed, and the decision of the court shall 
be known, it will then be time to act We shall 
then know whether James Batchelder perished in 
| supporting the execution of this law, or whether 
| he did not; whether-he perished in resisting a num- 
ber of persons who were opposing. the execution 
of the law, or whether he perished by the designs 
| of private malice, which took’ this occasion to re- 
yenge itself.. e E 
“Now, sir, I present these views with calmness, 
and after due deliberation, and with purposed 
| moderation, because it was not my. purpose to 
elicit a discussion of this subject, which could in 
any way embarrass measures of great’public. inter- 
est which are yet tobe considered within the four 
days that remain to us of. this session, | In doing 
so, [ have simply performed my duty. in.assign- 
ing the reasons, if the amendment shall pass, which 
will determine me to vote against this bill, 

Mr. WELLER. 1 am exceedingly anxious 
that this discussion should be got rid of. It seems 
| to me at this late day of the session weare spend- 
| ing our time very unprofitably’ in the discussion 
i of this question. I could get rid of the debate by 
| a motion that the subject lie on the table, but I 
have no desire to defeat. the original bill, which, 
as far as | understand it from the reading of the 
report, is a very meritorious one. Itis an act of 
justice which ought-to. have been done before; but 
it is impossible to discuss now the various ques- 
tions which are involved in the amendment. I do 
not know that the. time will ever come when. it will 
be profitable to discuss: the question of the repeal 
of the fugitive slave law; but this: amendment‘in- 
volves a more itiportant. question——the propriety 
of. placing a name.upon the pension roll. for. civil 
services. Generally 1 am opposed to that. ‘There 
may be particular circumstances in this case which 
will justify Congress in granting a pension to the 
surviving. widow. At all. events, that, question 
ought to be fully discussed, because it willbe cited 
hereafter as a precedent, and we shall be called 
upon to make'appropriations from the Treasury, 
wherever an. individual. has lost his life in the 
performance of civil duty. : z% 

Now; Mr. President, I appeal to the Senator 
| from Mississippi to withdraw his amendment. E 
| should notask.him to do that, if. I were not satisfied 
| that the original bill ought to-pass, and. that: it 
| Will be impossible to obtain a vote‘on it to-day, if 
i this discussion goes on. Here we are with sev- 
| eral important questions, which must.be disposed 
of at this session of Congress. -We are in the 
middle of the dog-days; none of us are disposed 
| to labor more than eight or ten hours a day: We 
| shall be compelled to labor that much. to dispose 

of the necessary business which is before us. I 

ask, therefore, that this question, so. far as the 
| amendment is concerned, may go over to the next 
| Session. Then we shall have an opportunity to 
discuss all the questions at length; and if the Abo- 
litionists on this floor desire to revive the slavery 
agitation by a discussion of the repeal of the fugi- 
tive slave law, it can be done then in mid-winter, 
when there can be no danger of anybody being 
hurt: Task my friend from Mississippi, there- 
| fore, as he sees the intention of the Abohitionists 
on this floor to discuss the amendment, to with- 
draw it. They oppose it,as they say, upon prin- 
ciple. They have no principle about them. ‘It is 
| a part of their profession and desire to agitate this 
, thing. J 
| Mr. ADAMS. Ihaveno desire to embarrass 
| the regular business of the session, or to do.an 
act in conflict with the judgment of any friend. [ 
have offered the amendment in good faith. I intro- 
duced the original resolution which occasioned the 
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report of the committee on the subject. It was 
not my purpose or desire to increase the fanati- 
cism of the North, or to excite the indignation of 
the South, at the shedding of the blood ef a faith- | 
ful officer in the discharge of his duty in main- ; 
taining the laws of the country, and the rights of 
the South. I had no such desire. The Senator 
from New York, however, has spoken on the 
impropriety of bringing up this question at solate 
a day. Why is it so? The committee would 
have reported promptly on the resolution which | 
was passed unanimously by this body, but for 
the opposition of that Senator and his colleague 
{Mr. Sumner] on that side of the question. They 
have occasioned the delay. I have attempted, 
(believing, as I did, that it was important, thatthere 
was not a question before the body that has occu- 
pied its consideration of more importance than 


i 
i 
i 
i 


are the principles involved in this measure,) time j; 


and again, to callitup. When it was in order, [ | 
have offered it as an amendment to a meritorious | 
bill. I felt it to be my duty to offer it. Ipro- 

posed to the Senators upon the other side, pre- | 
suming that every Senator had made up his mind 

on the subject, te take a vote on the amendment 

and bill without discussion. The Senator from 

New York has thought proper to go on and give 

us his views in relation to it. Lam willing still, 

upon the reports of the committee which have 

been read, to throw in the speech of the Senator 

from New York upen that side of the scale, and | 
take a vote without saying another word on the 
merits ofthe amendment. I hope that the Senate, 
if there should be further discussion, will permit 
it to come from the other side of the House. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to unite with the Sen- 
ator from California in asking the Senator from 
Mississippi to withdraw his amendment. ft 
seems obvious that discussion will grow out of it, 
and that at very great length, at a stage of the | 
session when there is no time for it, I doubt not | 
there are many Senators who, like the Senator 
from California, are not prepared to act this day 
upon setting the precedent of giving pensions for 
civil services. I confess to be among that num- 
ber. I think there is more importance in it than 
has been supposed, perhaps, by some Senators. I 
could not, therefore, vote upon this question with- 
out giving, at length, the views which F entertain 
upon the general subject. I take it for granted 
that other Senators feel similarly. I do not wish | 
to embarrass the proposition at all at the proper 
time; but { hope the Senator will, in view of all 
the circumstances, withdraw the amendment, and 
let the original bill pass. If he does not, I shall 
feel it to be my duty, under the circumstances, to į 
move to postpone the whole subject until the next 
session of Congress—the original bill as well as 
the amendment. I think, sir, we have now a dis- 
position on. the part of the majority of the Senate | 
to dispose of the river and harbor bill to-day. ‘The | 
other appropriation bills are crowded upon the; 
Senate. The chairman of the Committee on Fi- | 
nance [Mr. Hunrer] has appealed to me to-day 
to alow him to pass one or two of the smallest 
appropriation bills, The whole business of the 
session is blocked, and will stand blocked here, if 
the slavery question be discussed. I hope th 
Senator from Mississippi will withdraw the 
amendment, or else agree that the subject may be 
postponed until the next session of Congress; for 
I certainly, having in charge, under the instruc- 
tion of the Committee on Commerce, the river 
and harbor bill, shall deem it to be my daty to 
make the motion te postpone. 

Mr. CLAY. I do not propose to enter into the | 
discussion of this question at this time. Tam | 
indisposed to trespass upon the attention of the 
Senate, when I see that they are impatient and i 
anxious to act. Yet, sir, I cannot permit the oc- 
casion to pass without saying, in justification of 
that p 
report in i 
Batchelder, that I stand prepared, on a proper oc- | 
casion, to vindicate that report throughout, and to : 
show that the bill is sustained by precedents—by | 
many precedents—by some which have been re- | 
ported during this session, one at least by one of | 
the members of the committee who oppose the 
bill. Lallude to the Senatorfrom Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Somrun.] I willconvict him out of his own 
mouth, either of an ignorant or willfal misrepre- 
sentation of the action of the Senate upon this 
subject 


favor of the bill for the relief of Mrs. 


i 
i 
j 


ortion of the committee which made tne! 


| [Mr. Cass.] I think, sir, it involves principles of 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Cooren 
in the chair.) The Senator is not in order, 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President 


President. 

Mr. SUMNER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Alabama is certainly out of order. 

Mr. CLAY. {shall forbear; but there are things 
asserted in the views of the minority which. are 
a grossand unwarrantable reflection upon that por- 
tion.of the committee who signed the report in 
! favor of the bill, and hence I cannot sit patiently 
by and hear, from that quarter especially, any- 
thing derogatory to the character of gentlemen on 
this floor. {am prepared to show, and will show, 
I say, by the action of the Senate, by the action 


this bill is not without precedent, and that itisa 
the support of the Senate, than the one which 


-and recommended to the favorable consideration of 
the Senate. 

It is charged again, that this report is unsus- 
tained by any evidence. I want to meet that, and 
to show that that charge, likewise, is wholly un- 
founded in fact, and that itis sustained by more 
and better evidence than many cases which have 
come before the Senate during this session, and 
received the unanimous support of the Senate. 


is sustained by principle; that the very principle 
which lies at the foundation of your whole pen- 
sion system will support it, and that there is no 


during this session that is better sustained by 


measure on all the questions which they present. 

Mr. STUART. {í move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the question until the second 
Monday in December next. ` 

Mr. PETTIT. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator from Mississippi 
| (Mr. Apams] prefers that I should move that it 


|; lie upon the table. 


Mr. ADAMS. I prefer that motion, so that if 
we should have leisure at any time during the 
present session, it can be called up. 

Mr. STUART. 
I therefore make the motion that the subject lie 
on the table. ` 

Mr. CASS. I hope my colleague will with- 
draw that motion for one moment.. 

Mr. STUART. Certainiy. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I cannot vote for 
taking up ay question which would interfere with 
the river and harbor bill. 
sideration; and unless immediately disposed of, it 
will be lost at this late siage of the session. J am 
in favor of this measure of compensating the fam- 
ily of Batchelder, who was killed, not long since, 
at Boston. Your laws grant pensions to the near 
connections of all persons who lose their lives 
upon the field of battle, while defending their 
country against a foreign enemy. This man fell 
in the holiest of causes—in defending the Consti- | 
tution of his country when violently and ruthlessly | 
attacked; and I know of no case which com-! 
mends itself more strongly to.thesympathy of the | 
American people, or to the favorable action of the || 
American Congress. . I shall vote for the sum re- i| 
ported, as a feeble compensation to a bereaved || 
and afllicted family, and also as an encouragement | 
to all persons called out by competent authority | 


Mr. CLAY. I do not yield the floor, Mr. | 


I rise to a question of order. | 
The Senator | 


of the Committee on Pensions, and by the action |j 
of the Senator from Massachusets himself, that | 


stronger case, appealing on stronger grounds to | 


he has reported from the Committee on Pensions, | 


I i 
i further propose to show thatitis not only sus- | 
tained by precedent, and by testimony, but thatit | 


pension which has been allowed by Congress: 


principle than this case. But, sir, as I remarked | 
in:the outset, I am. enfeebled by recent sickness, | 
and feel myself physically unable to do justice to | 
i myself or the occasion; hence i do not desire to: 
debate it; but if the Senate should think proper.to. | 
discuss it, I wish to meet the opponents of. this | 


I have no objection to that: : 


That is now under con- | 


1 case of first impression arising out of an unconsti- 
|| tutional law, which is odious tọ the people of the 
|| North; which many of us regard as entirely unz 
constitutional. If, sir, it should be decided to be- 
(unconstitutional, how improper it would be to 
pension those who volunteer to stand forward in 
its vindication. There are many questions involved 
inthe measure. Prominent is the question of pen- 
sioning the widow of one who dies in the civil 
service. Itisa matter of great consequence, and as 
an advocate of the river and harbor, bill, in which 
the State that I represent in. part has as great an 
interest as any other, I hope that this exciting 
question will not be thrust upon the Senate at this 
time... I hope the Senator from Mississippi will 
withdraw the amendment, and let us go to work. 
‘| with the great measure of the improvement of, 
‘ rivers and harbors. Itis because Lam so anxious 
to bring that measure to a vote, that, notwith-: 
“standing the people of my State are so much inter- 
ested in it, I have not opened my mouth to speak 
‘upon it. I wish to-do. nothing but vote upon it, 
I think. a majority of the Senate are in favor of 
sustaining this great measure of public policy, 
which is so much asked for by the State of Ohio, 
and other States. Iam very anxious thata vote. 
should be taken uponit. | oe re 
“Lam the last man who would shrink from an in: 
vestigation of the question involved in the amend-, 
ment, which has been submitted by the Senator 
from Mississippi. Let it come up at the proper. 
time in the session, when its merits can be pros. 
perly debated, and Ishall not shrink from its in- 
vestigation. This session began with an agitation 
of the slavery question, to the detriment of other, 
great public measures. I hope it will not now be 
renewed on this bill. I implore the Senator from 
| Mississippi to withdraw the amendment, and not 
|| have the whole subject ordered to lie on. the table, 
because the original bill seems to be a proposition , 
which everybody wishes to see passed; and by its; 
defeat we should’ be doing great. injury to a meri- 
torious claimant. I hope, therefore, the Senator, 
will withdraw the amendment, and postpone it, 
until a future time, when it can be brough 
undér proper.circumstances, and be proper. 
bated. 
upon ie hones yt 
it may be presente 
properly discussed. . me ey 
Mr. RUSK. I think, sir, this matter is in as, 
proper a condition to be voted upon as any that 1 
have ever seen before the Senate. The facts are. 
short. There is no dispute about them at all, and, 
i half a moment’s reflection will satisfy every gen-. 
tleman upon the propriety of the principle upon: 
which he should act, either-in voting for, or against, 
the amendment. The opponents of the measure. 
|| choose to say that they are not going to.permit it to 
pass; but they will consume ume, and, perhaps, 
endanger the river and harbor. bill, and some,of. 
the appropriation bills. Well, then, the object of 
the discussion is not to elicit anything. on which 
ll the Senate-may act. -The object is, at this stage. 
of the proceedings, if it is not postponed :on this 
threat, to make the Senate Chamber. a sort. of; 
h to address. the angry passions., 
| outof doors. Under such circumstances, although, 
| I should not have offered the proposition, if £ had, 
i| it in charge, as an amendment to the. bill, yet.as 
| it is up, and as this threat has been. thrown, out, i 
| shall vote against ordering the bill:to le on the 
!| table, and against its postponement. . ; 
| Mr. WADE. Ido not know. that the Senatcr 


| platform en whic 


to assert the majesty of,fhe laws, to execute that l 
duty fearlessly and faithfully—knowing that a; 
grateful country will take charge of those dearest 
to them, should their lives be the sacrifice of their 
patriotic exertions. 

Mr. WADE. I do not rise for the purpose of 
i detaining the Senate upon this subject. Tam in 
: hopes that the amendment will be withdrawn. f 


i disagree entirely with the Senator from Michigan, 


f 
l 
f 
; 
i 
f 
| 


| 
i 
| 
i 
| 


| great consequence to this nation, F think itis a 


from Texas alludes to meas making a.threat. ..°, 
Mr. RUSK. . No, sir; I did not. - anc 
Mr. WADE. . I made none; and I do not uns 
derstand that any threats have been made >; 
The PRESIDING, OFFICER, (Mr. Coorzx 
in the chair.) Fhe question is on the amenda 
ment of the Senator from Mississippi. — 
Mr. STUART. If it is the design of the Sen- 


‘ate to take the question on this amendment now , 


I must ask their attention for five minutes, whie 
I state the reasons which influence my mind in, 
voting against it. 

1 have no hesitation in declaring that the Gon- 
stitution, in my judgment, provides clearly and: 
definitively for the return of fugitive slaves. +J 
have just as little hesitation in declaring that, in 
my opinion, the laws which have been, enacted, 
for carrying out that provision, are within the 
constitutional power of Congress; and if they 
were insufficient for the purpose of carrying out 
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the ‘constitutional provision, I'am free to add the 
declaration; that ] would, at any time while a mer- 
ber of Congress, vote for additional legislation ‘to 
* é@ffect that object. In’all this, I subscribe to what 
Í deei to be the plain provisions of the Constitu: 
tion of the United States, and pronourice no opin- 
ion whatever upon the quéstion of slavery in the 


service of the country. lt is’ true that 
e alluded to of the marshal in Georgia, Mr. 
Forsyth, is’a case in point; but that was‘as long 
ago as'1794, and has not been acted upon to any 
great- extent certainly, if to any extent, at all since 
that time. This question then, I say, involves the 
principle whether Congress will pension the widows 
and’ children of individuals who fall in the civil ser- 
Vice of’ the United States, for I apprehend there is 
no Senator who will say that ‘he would confine it 
to cases where individuals fell in aiding the execu~ 
tion of the fugitive slave law. That would bea 
distinction só invidious and so obnoxious toà large 
portion of the country, that nobody would think of 
proposing a law like that... Therefore, 1 do not rë- 
gard this question at all in respect to the execution’ 
ofthat law, and I am not disposed to give my views 
tipon it ‘in thatlight. ` I think thatthe report which 
was made by the Senator from Jowa,as chairman’ 
ofthe Committee on Pensions, respecting the casé 


which occurred in the navy-yard in thìs city, was’ 
a case in’ pdint against this’ proposition: The 
committee therefore decided, and the Senate sanc- 


tidnéd the report, that, inasmuch as that pàn was’ 
not conected with the naval ór military Service of: 
the countty, his widow was not entitled to a‘pen-' 
stoi, arid they refused'it. © ` Sa es 
Now sit, if Congresaiis about to change the lav’ 
on this wiibject, it certainly ought not to be doné' 
ih the morning, and within five days of the heel 
of the Session, when there is no opportunity to | 
exatnine it or discussit. ` Sir, I have never thought | 
thatit was a clear proposition originally, that Con- 
gress possessed the power, under the Constitution, | 
to grant petisions in military or naval cases. "There 
certainly is no constitittional authority in express 
terms, and it can only'be inferred from the fact, 
which you’ must ‘assume, that without it ‘there 
would be difficulty, in furnishing the hával and 
military service of the country with men; because, 
unless there isa necessity of that ¢haracter infer-: 
ablé from the power to raise and support armies 
and’ navies, there’ is no constitutional’ power to; 
grant pensiona in’ those cases, lt might be, ‘that 
if a condition of things had arisen/in the couftry 
where’ a vivil law could ‘thot, be executed, there 
would be soine‘analogy.! "If the President of the’ 
United States should inform Congress, through 
the medium of a message, that a law of Congress 
could not be executed’ without holding ont ‘some 
provision of this kind, the contingency might per- 
aps arise which would assimilate it to what is 
assumed in the case of the Army and Navy. 
‘But, Mr. President, it will be recollected that 
theré‘is this ‘differende? it'is-the business of Con- 
gress to'raise and support armies and navies under’ 
the Constitution, ‘it is ‘the business of’ the Presi- 
dent of thé United States, under the Constitution, 
qo sée that the laws dre faithfully executed. Con- 
gress, theréfore, if the power'is conferred by the“ 
Constitution, has the right to infer orto assume’ 
that the naval ahd military service of ‘the country 
demands the passage of laws pensioning ‘the sur- 
vivors'of those who fall in the ‘sérvice; without’ 
any indication from the President, whatever; be- 
cause, I repeat, to raise and support armies is the 


duty of Congress under the specific’ provisions of | 


the Condtitution. ‘{t’'is'not the duty of Congress 


to execute the laws, and therefore Congress has’ 


no right to assume, without an indication or inti” 


mation from the President of the United States, | 
that a law which it hàs passed will not'be execu- | 
ted unless there is’ held out to'thése whose duty it ` 


is to- execute it some provisions of this character. 
Hence I infer that there isa plain difference, a 
clear distinction, between the powers in these two 
casés—as plain a distinction as there is between 
the duties of Congress and the duties of the Pres- 
ident of the United States; ` The one is to enact 
the laws, the other to execute them. - 

Now, sir, until the President of the United 
States shall, in the mode pointed out by the Con- 
stiution, report to Congress that the laws géner- 


ally, ora particular law, cannot be executed with- 
out some provision ‘of this kind, E cannot consent 
to vote for a bill which pensions the widow of an 
| individual-who has fallen in the civil service of the 
country. . paari, ea 
-I shall not detain the Senate by any lengthy 
discussion; but I have deemed it my duty to say 
this much, for two reasons: First, because I shall 
find myself obviously compelled to vote’ against 
my distinguished colleague, whose views are dif- 
ferent from mine on this question; secondly, to’ 
correct the impression which might possibly be 
inferred from my vote, that £ was’ opposed to'the 
execution of ‘the fugitive slave law. I think I 
have ‘done enough, personally, to save myself 
from any‘imputation of that sort.’ I conclude by 
repeating, that upon any proper occasion, and 
upon all proper occasions, while I am honored 
with a seat in Congress, when it shall be found 
necessary; in order to execute this, or any other 
law, if the opinion of the President of the United 
States, whose duty it is to execute the laws, to 
have further legislation by Congress, 1 shall vote 
for any further legislation to execute this; as well | 
as all other laws which are sanctioned, in my 
judgment, by the plain provisions of the Consti- 
tution, i woe K 
‘Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, T will not de: 
tain the Senate by going into a discussion of the 
merits of this‘claim. -I beg leave only to call the 
attention of the Senator from Michigan, who has 
just closed his remarks, to another ‘case in point, 
He admits the casé of Major Forsyth, in 1794, to 
bein point. ‘That'was one of the first sessions of 
Congress under this Government. Then I would 
ask him if he did not, this session, vote for grant 
ing a pension to the widow and children of Cap- 
tain Gunnison. He was under the direction of 
the Secretary of War, to be sure, but he was en- 
gaged in civil engineering, an enterprise not. so 
hazardous to life as the execution of this law in 
the city of Boston. You have precedents all 
through the legislation of the Government down 
tothe present time, f 
Mr. STUART. I certainly did vote for that 
case, and I- find no difficulty in distinguishing it 
from this. Congress passed a law by which cer- 
tain explorations wereto be made ùnderthe direc- 
tion of the War Department, and Captain Gunni- 
soh, who fell in that service; was an officer in the 
Army, and.if he had hesitated to obey the order 
of the War Department, he would have been cash- 
iered, and expelled from the service, as he would: 
have been if he had disobeyed an’ ordér while in 
the actual military service of the country. Sir, I 
seé'a distinction between the present case, and one 
where Congress sees fit'to pass laws calling upon 
the War Beparimedt, to do certain acts, and the 
War Department, in virtue of the power conferred 
upon it, puts its officers in the service, and sends 
them not upon the borders among the Indians, 
where there is as much, and more hazard—I repeat 
with emphasis to the Senator, where there is more 
hazard in a small party of this character, than 
there would be if there was an army of oné thou- 
sand men fighting the same Indians under a dec+ 
laration of war. If aman is Killed under those 
circumstances, I will vote as‘cheerfully to grant a 
pension to his widow, as E would if he had fallen 
under the walls of Mexico. There is a plain and’ 
palpable difference between that case and the case 
of the man who is executing civil process. — H 
: Mr ADAMS. Tie Senator has shown very’ 
good reasons why he voted as I supposed he had 
vated; and T do. not object to that; but he has’ 
failed to’ show a‘ distinction between Congress’ 
passing a law and requiring the Secretary of War 
to execute it, and passing alaw and réquiring the 
President, who is the commander-in-chief of the 
Army and Navy, toexecute. The Constitution 
requires of him to see that that law be faithfully 
executed. We passed a law in conformity to the 
requirements of the Constitution. The execution 
(| of that law, owing toa peculiar state of circum- 
il stances where it wasto be executed, I repeat, 
i| was as hazardous to life (and experience has 
i shown it in this case) as was the enterprise in 
: whieh the gentleman was engaged, for whose 
“widow the Senator voted to grant. a pension. l 
| See no distinction in the two cases. By our legis- 
+ lation we declare to our citizens that if they will 
‘| go and fight our battles, we will pay them ‘a cer- 
‘| tain sum of money asa regular compensation for 
‘i their services, if they should live and return to 


their families, but that; if they should ‘lose their 
lives in the service of their country, their families 
should be cared for and provided for by the Gov- 
ernment by pensions. 1 understand’ your policy 
to be, further, that whenever you require public 
service of a character hazardous to life, it Is the 
province of Congress, it is the duty of Congress, 
as a matter of policy as well as of justice, if an 
individual, in attempting faithfully to execute that 
law, loses his life, to provide for his family. 
Whether he loses his life in such a case, in the 
civil or military service, can make no possible 
difference. ‘Lhe only distinction which can be 
drawn, is that, ifa man is engaged in civil service; 
when the ordinary discharge:‘of that duty isnot 
more hazardous than other civil occupations, if he 
loses his life, the Government will not provide for 
his family; but if. that service be extra hazardous 
to life, Congress, asa matter of policy and justice, 


has heretofore provided, and should continue te 


provide, for such a case. ; : 

The present case is familiar to every one. The 
execution of ‘this law, every ohe knows, was, un- 
der the circumstances, a hazardous task, Almost 
any man in’ that community, if he had the choice 
left to him to have gone into the Mexican war and 
meet the enemy, with the sympathies of the'whole 
country ‘on his side, would prefer meeting the 
enemy under such circumstances, rather than to 
execute the fugitive slave law in the ay of Bos- 
ton. I say nothing against the sity, of Boston ‘or 
its citizens. Igive them great credit’ for’ execut- 
ing the law as they did, under the state of public 
feeling which I know existed there at‘ that ‘time. 
But there was hazard of life in executing the law. 
The widow of James C. Batchelder has lost her 
husband; she has lost her protector; she has lost 
him on whom she had been in the habit of leaning 
for support and’ protection; she lost him while he 
was engaged in executing a law which this Con- 
gress required him to execute. ‘The only consola- 
tion she hasnow is, ‘that he died at his postin defense 
of the Constitution and the laws of his country. 
I was going to say, that if there was a man, on 
this floor, or elsewhere, unwilling to vote for this 
proposition, I'desired to sée him; but I do not. 
But { want the country to know the fact. |. 

You éannot pay” for the’ shedding of innocent 
bloog, Yoü cannot, atone for thé first pang of 
anguish and grief, when this Indy Was expecting 
her husband to. return from his daily labor, atid 
she. wasinformed he'was dead. You cannot make 
her compensation.” But the amount proposed is 
reasonable. That cannot be denied;: but the only 
argument offered by the Senator from New York 
against my’ proposition is, that the-bill to which | 
this ig ‘an amendment is a most meritorious dne, 
that Congress has neglected for many years ‘to. 
perform ifs duty in that’ tase. If Congress “has 
negletted to perform its’duty in reference to an- 
other, isthat any argument that it should fail now 
to.doits duty in this case? ee : 

I, will not, however, bë betrayed into a discus- 
sion of the merits’ ofthis question.’ 1 have desired 
from, the commencement only to. get à voté on it; 
Í take it for granted the whole country, North and 
South, will approve ‘of the proposition.’ I hap- 
pened to beat Boston on the next day after the 
delivery of the fugitive slave about whom the ex- 
citement was raised. T heard the subject spoken 
of very freely amongst the people there. F had 
the honor of offering the original resolution di- 
recting the committee to make an inquiry into the 
expediency of granting a pension in this case, and’ 
I heard it spoken of; but I heard no man whether 
opposed to. the fugitive slave law or “not, inti- 
mate an opinion that Congress ought not to pro- 
vide forthe widow. Congress required him to 
execute the law, and I take it for granted there is 
no man North or South who will not approve such 
a just proposition as this, _ 

{desire to say, before I conclude my remarks, 
that I am not urging the passage of this amend- 
ment particularly on account of the necessities of 
this poor lady, who has to labor for her living, 
and who was dependent upon, the daily labor of 
her husband while’ he was alive. The South 
would provide for her wants if they were fifty 
times as great as they are; but public charity is. 
fickle and uncertain; and we might provide in this 


| instance, and in others we might ‘not. For the 


very cogent reasons offered by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass;] T think it is the 
duty of Congress at once and promptly, to the 


1854. 


2021 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


neglect of all other business, to throw its protect- 
ing arms around those. who faithfully discharge 
their duty in executing the laws passed by Con- 
gress. [have so looked upon it and so acted. 1 
regret exceedingly that the consideration of the 
subject has come up at this time. It was not my 
fault, for I have tried on all occasions, from the 
very moment I received the information, to have 
the consideration of Congress upon this subject. 
If it conflicts with other business now, I regret it, 
put I have no discretion under the circumstances. 

Mr. SEWARD. Before the yeas and nays are 
taken on this question, I wish to say that, in order 
to give evidence of my desire to conduct the pub- 
lic business, and proceed first. with that which is 
most important, l shall vote to postpone the very 
bill which I myself reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ison the amendment. ‘There is no motion at 
present pending to postpone. 

Mr. BRIGHT. As I shall vote. against the 
amendment, I wish to state my reasons for doing 
so. This is the first instance Ì have known since 


i have had a seat in this body, where a member | 


moved to take a private bill from the files and add 
it as an amendment to a bill reported from a com- 
mittee. It is clearly out of order to my mind. 
approve of much that was said by the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] and if this 
were brought forward as an independent proposi- 
tion, I should vote for it; but I will not establish 
a precedent. here that permits a Senator, when a 
reportis made from a standing committee, to move 
to take a private bill from the files and add it to 
that report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Missis- 


sippi. : 
Mr. SEWARD. There is a prior question to 
thate This amendment is not now in order. 


There is an amendment reported by the commit- 
tee to the original bill. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 
uestion of order now. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. | think it is 
too late. The amendment was received by the 
Senate; and it is too late, at this time, to object 
to it, 


It is too late to raise the 


The question being taken by yeas and nays || Sì 
|i osition to repeal the fugitive slave law. The Chair 


upon Mr. Apams’s amendment, resulted—yeas 
34, nays 14; as follows: 

YUAS—Mesars. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Benja- 
min, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Dawson, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, 
Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Jones of Towa, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson: of New Jersey, Toombs, 
Toucey, and Weller—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Chase, Cooper, Fessenden, 
Fish, Foot, Gillette, Rockwell, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Wade, and Walker—l4. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. IT beg leave now to offer the 
following amendment to the section which has 
just been added: 

Provided, That the act of Congress, approved September 
18, 1850, for the surrender of fugitives from service or labor, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I rise to a question of 
order. Is that amendment in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CooPER.) 
The Chair believes it is not. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is clearly in order, partic- 
ularly after ‘what the Senate has done to-day in 
connecting these two bills together. 

Several Senators. The question is not debat- 


able. 
Mr. MALLORY. I will ask the Senator to | 


indulge me for a moment. 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. MALLORY. I was not present when the 
question was taken on the amendment of the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi. I was accident- 


ally absent, and [ask the consent of the Senate ` 
i: permitted, under any circumstances whatever, to vote after || 


to have my vote recorded in the affirmative. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator |: 
asks unanimous consent to record his vote in favor | 


of the amendment on which the question has just , 


been taken. Is there objection? [None.] 
motion will be received. 

Mr. SUMNER, Do I understand the Chair 
as ruling that my amendment is out of order? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. He does. The 


amendment is not in order in the opinion of the : 1 ’ i th 
| opinion of the Chair, I will state that the Chair is 


Chair. 


The | 
|: pro 


f 
H 


i; consent, cannot break down a rule. 


] 


| amendment to the amendment proposing to repeal 


| of the fugitive act, is entirely germane to that on 


| setts, I think, does not understand the ground on 


; was allowed to vote by unanimous consent. 


Mr. WALKER. Why? ; 

Mr. TOOMBS. Is there not yet an amendment 
proposed by the committee to the original bill? 
Was that passed on? . : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Massachusetts is an 


the fugitive slave law. The Chair has ruled it out 
of order. 

Mr. TOOMBS. There was an amendment 
proposed to the original bill, by the Senator from 
New York, from the committee, and then the 
ameudment with reference to the Boston case 
came up. Now, l want to know if the first amend- 
ment has been acted upon? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir; it 
was adopted. Do I understand the Senator from 
Massachusetts that he desired to take an appeal? 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not presume to take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, though [ 
do respectfully submit to the Chair that, accord- 
ing to the practice of the Senate, an amendment like 
that now proposed, to a new section of a pending 
bill is not out of order, and I submit further, that 
the proposition which I now make for the repeal 


which the Senate has just voted. In coupling the 
Batchelder bill with the other, the Senate itself has 
prepared the way for my proposition. 

Mr. SEWARD. The Senator from Massachu- 


which the decision is put. The Chair decides 
| that it is out of order, because it is an amendment 
! to an amendment—— 

“The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir; not || 
because itis an amendment to an amendment, but |} 
generally. As far as that is concerned it would || 
be in order; but itis on the ground that the Sena- jj 
tor from Massachusetts 

Mr. SUMNER. Do I understand that the 
Chair decides that the proposition 1 have submit- 
ted is out of order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER. Inasmuch as it relates toa 
matter of public legislation, and not to a private 
‘claim, I do not understand the ground of the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 
to amend the bill which is now pending, by a prop- 


does not consider that a proposition within the 
rules, nor a proposition to amend under the par- 
liamentary law. It is not a proposition, germane 
as it seems to me, to the bill that is now under 
consideration. It is not admissible. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senate has already de- 
cided that a proposition to grant bounty 

Mr. SLIDELL. Irise to a question of order. 
| The Senator from Massachusetts cannot address 
| the Chair in relation to the point of order. It has 
| been decided. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. „He has ap- 
| 


pealed as I understand. 
Several Senarors. He has not. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then nothing 
i is before the Senate on that point. 
| Mr. BRIGHT. Now, I desire to inquire 
! whether the committee who reported the original 
bill did not report an amendment with it? There 
has been no vote upon any other amendment than 


| third time. 


the one upon which the yeas and nays were taken; 
but we are quite as much in order in that as we 
were in permitting the Senator from Florida to 
vote. I call the attention of the Senate to that 
subject, for the purpose of showing how closely |; 
we adhere to rules here. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Senator 


Mr. BRIGHT. The Senate, by unanimous 
The 17th 


rule provides expressly, that 
«í When the yeas and nays shall be taken on any ques- 
tion, in pursuance ofthe above rule, no member shall be 


ihe decision is announced from the Chair.” 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
is not in order in discussing that matter. If the || 
question had been made at the time, it would | 
bably have been so decided; but there have 
been frequent decisions during the present session į 
which are precisely in point, and one two or 
three days ago. 

Mr. BRIGHT. With due deference to the 


mistaken.: ‘This is the first instance I have.ever 
known where, after the yeas and nays were taken 
and the result announced, a Senator was permitted 
to record his vote. I asked that privilege myself, 
some time ago, when I had not the pleasure of 
voting upon territorial bills. . 

Mr. MALLORY. I withdraw the vote. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I do not object to-it as coming 


| from the Senator from Florida, but l refer to it.for 


the purpose of showing how. closely we adhere to 
rule. : 

Several Senators. ‘Order!’ Order P”? 

Mr. BRIGHT. Iam notout of order in stating 
that no question has been. taken on, the amend- 
ment recommended by the committee. I wish to 
know what that amendment is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was in sub- 
stituting five years for ten, in the original bill, as 
the length of time during which the pension 
should continue. I understand the question was 
taken on that. i 

Mr. BRIGHT.. There has been no vote taken 
upon any amendment recommended by the com- 
mittee. ‘ 

Mr. SLIDELL. . The Secretary can settle that 
matter. R 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
says that the question was put upon that:amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. At that time. was 
not in the chair. i : 

Mr. BRIGHT. I should like to hear what the 
amendment was which was recommended by the 
committee. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

In the original bill strike out ‘ten?’ and insert ‘t five,” 


Í| so as to make it read “ to continue for five years.” 


Mr. BRIGHT. Does the Chair state that there, 
was a vote upon that proposition ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. So I under- 
stand from the Secretary. 

Mr. ATCHISON, Twas in the chair at the 
time, and my impression is that that amendment 
was agreed to. á ae i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER.. ‘The question 
now is upon ordering the amendment to be eny 
grossed; and the bill, as amended, to be read a 


Mr. SUMNER called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 37, nays 12; as follows: ` 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Benja- 
min, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Cooper, Daw- 
son, Dodge of Iowa, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Towa, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, 
Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller— 


*AYS—Messts. Bright, Chase, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, 
Gillette, Rockwell, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, and 
Walker—12. 

Mr. SUMNER. In pursuance of notice, I now 
ask leave to introdue a bill. i 

Mr.STUART. lobject to it, and move to take 
up the river and harbor bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The other bill 
is not disposed of. The third reading of a bill for 
the relief of Betsey Nash. 

The bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to amend the title by 
adding “and the widow of J. ©. Batchelder.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and thé title, as 
amended, agreed to. 


FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 
Mr. SUMNER. In pursuance of notice, I ask 
leave to introduce a bill, which I now send to the 


table. , 
Mr. STUART. Is that in order? 
Mr. SUMNER. Why not? 


IN. There is a pending motion 


Mr. BENJAM t 
Michigan to take up the river 


of the Senator from 
and harbor bill, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 
was not entertained, because the Senator from 
Massachusetts had and has the floor. 

Mr. STUART. I make the motion now, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hinks it is in order to give the notice. is 

Mr. SUMNER. Notice has been given, and I 
now, in pursuance of notice, introduce the bill. 
The question is on its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ing of a bill. 

Mr. NORRIS. 

Mr. SUMNER, 


t 


The first read- 


I rise to a question of order, 
I believe I have the floor. 
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Mr: NORRIS. But I rise to a question of order. 
J-submit-that that.is not the question. The Sen- 
ator:from Massachusetts has given notice that-he 
would: ask-leave to introduce a bill. “He now asks 
that leave! If there be objection, the ‘question 
must be decided by the Senate whether he shall 
have leave or niot" Objection is made, and the bill 
cannot te read, ==: E ee 

“Mr. SUMNER.’ Very well; the first-question, 
then, is-ongranting leave, and the titleʻof the bill 
will be read. se : 

The PRESIDING. OFFICER, ‘(tothe Secre- 
tavys) Read thetidle, © 8-0 
> Phe Secretary read it'as follows: ‘A bill to re- 
peal the act of Congress approved September 18, 
1850, for the surrender of fugitives from service or 
labor??? iE Poe 

°.'Fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on'granting’ leave to introduce the bill. 
*MreSUMNER. And I have the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 

from Massachusetts is entitled to the floor. 
Mr SUMNER. I shall not occupy much time; 
nor shall I debate the bill. Some time ago, Mr. 
President, after the presentation of the memorial 
from Boston, signed by twenty-nine hundred citi- 
zens without distinction of party, I gave notice 
that I should, at some day thereafter, ask leave to 
introduce a bill- for the repeal of the fugitive slave 
act. Desirous, however, not to proceed in that 
matter prematurely, I awaited the action of the 
Committee onthe Judiciary, to which the memo- 
rial, and others of a similar character, were re- 
ferred. At length an adverse report was made, 
and accepted. by the Senate. From the time of 
that report down to this moment, I have sought an 
„opportunity to introduce this bill. Now, at last, 
Thave it. Ata former session, sir, in introducing 
a similar proposition, I considered it at length, in 
an argument which I fearlessly assert—— 

Mr. GWIN: I rise. to a point of order. Has 
the Senator a right to debate the question, or say 
any hing on it until leave be granted ? 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. My impres- 
sion is that the question is not debatable. 

Mr, SUMNER. l propose simply to explain 
my bill; to make a statement, notan argument. 

Mr. GWIN. -I make the point of order. 

: -The PRESIDING OFFICER. Iam not aware 
precisely of what the rule of order on the subject 
33, but [have the impression that the Senate.can- 
not debate—— - 

“Mr, SUMNER. ‘The distinction is this x 

` Mr. GWIN, . Linsist upon the application of 

the decision of the Chair. Pag ' 

~ Mri MASON. : Mr. President, there is one rule 
of order that is undoubted: that when the Chair 
is stating a question of order, he must not be in- 
terrupted by a Senator. There is no question 
about that rule of order, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
did not interrupt the Chair, 

Mr. SUMNER. The Chair does me justice in 
response to the injustice of. the Senator from Vir- 

nla, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Order, order! 

Mr. MASON. The Senator is doing that very 
thing at this moment. I am endeavoring to sus- 
tain the authority of the Chair, which certainly 
has been violated, ° 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It is the opin- 
ion of the Chair that the debate is out of order. I 
am not precisely informed of what the rule is; but 
stich is my clear impression. 

Mr. WALKER. If the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts will allow me, I will say a word here, 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. WALKER. Itis usual, upon notice being 
given of intention, to ask leave to introducea bi'l. 
‘The bill is sent to the Chair, and itis taken as a 
matter of course that the Senator asking it has 
leave. But in this instance, differing from the 
usual practice, objection has been made to leave 
being granted. The necessity is imposed, then, 
of taking the sense of the Senate on granting leave 
to the Senator to introduce hig bill. That, then, 
becomes the question. The question for the Chair 
to put is, Shall the Senator have leave? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was the 
question proposed. 

Mr. WALKER. Now, sir, it does seem tome 
that it is proper, and that it is in order, for the 
Senator to address himself to the Senate, with the 
view of showing the propriety of granting the 


leave asked for, He has a right to show that there 
would be propriety on the part-of the Senate in 
granting the leave. I think, therefore, as this 
may become a precedent in future in regard to 
other matters, that it should be settled with some 
degree of deliberation. ~ 
Mr. GWIN. - ‘Let the Chair decide the ques- 
tio. = oo : i : 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER. TheChair has 
decided that debate was not in order, in his opin- 


ion. Re : ; 
- Mr. SUMNER. From that decision of ‘the 
Chair I most respectfully takeʻan appeal. 

The- PRESIDING OFFICER: From that 
ruling of the Chair an appeal is taken by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. The question is on the 


appeal. -- : 

Mr. BENJAMIN. In order tò put a stop to 
the whole debate, I move to lay the appeal on the 
table.’ That is a motion which is not debatable. 

Mr. SUMNER. Is that motion in order? 
~ The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly it is 
in order. 

Mr. WELLER. 
in regard to the rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in 
order now. ‘The question must be taken without 
debate. 

Mr. SUMNER. Allow me to state the case 
as it seems to me. I was on the floor,and yielded 
it to the Senator from Wisconsin strictly for the 
purpose of an explanation, When-he finished I 
was in possession of the floor; and then it was 
that the Senator from Louisiana, on my right—~ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts give leave to the Chair 
to explain? 

Mr. SUMNER.’ Certainly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A point of 
order was made by the Senator from California, 
(Mr. Gwry,]} that debate was not in order upon 
the question of granting leave; and the Chair so 
decided. The Senator from Massachusetts then 
lost the floor, as I apprehend, and he certainly 
did by following it up by an appeal. After that 
he could go no further. He lost the floor then 
again for a second time, and then it was that the 
Senator from Louisiana intervened with another 
motion, which is certainly in order,-to lay the ap- 
peal on the table. That is not debatable. This, 
it seems to me, is the state of the case. 

Mr: CHASE. Will the Chair allow me to 
make a-single statement? 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. 

Mr. CHASE. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts rose and held the floor during the suggestion 
made to the Chair by the Senator from Wiscon- 
siv. The Chair then, after the Senator from Wis- 
consin had finished his suggestion, declared his 
opinion to be, notwithstanding: the suggestion, 
that debate was not in order. ‘The Senator from 
Massachusetts then took an appeal, and retained 
the floor for the purpose of addressing the Senate 
on that appeal. While he occupied the floor, the 
Senator from Louisiana rose and moved to lay 
the appeal upon the table. That will be borne 
out by the gentlemen present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. . That is so; 
but the Chair does not understand that debate was 
in order on the appeal. The appeal was to be 


I desire to make one remark 


decided without debate, and therefore the Senator | 


from Massachusetts necessarily lost the floor after 
he took the appeal. f 

Mr. BELL. I would inquire whether there is 
nota bill already pending for the repeal of the 
fugitive slave law? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I have not in- 
quired of the Secretary; but it is my belief there 
is a similar bill pending; but it was not on that 
ground the Chair made this ruling. 

Mr. BELL. I would inquire whether there is 
not such a bill pending? Did not the honorable 
Sea from Ohio some time ago bring in such a 

ill ? f 

Mr. WELLER, I think he did. 

Mr. CHASE. No, sir. 

Mr. BELL, Then I am mistaken, 

Mr. CHASE, My bill is not on that subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question | 
is on the motion of the Senator from Louisiana, | 
| 


to lay on thetablethe appeal taken by the Senator 
from Massachusetts from the decision of the 
hair, : 
Mr. CHASE. -I ask if the motion of the Sen- 


ator from Louisiana is in order when the Senator 
from Massachusetts retained the floor forthe pur- 
pose of debating the appeal? : 

_ Mr. BENJAMIN. ‘The Senatoris not in order 
in renewing that question, which has already been 
decided by the Chair, oe f 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Chair 
acted under an erroneous impression in supposing 
that debate on the appeal was not in order, when 
it actually is, it was the fault of the Chair, and it 
would not have been in order for the Senator from 
Louisiana to make the motion which he did make, 
while the Senator from Massachusetts was on the 
floor. But the Chair recognized the Senator from 
Louisiana, supposing that the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts: had yielded the floor. Fhe Senator 
had taken an appeal; he followed it up by no ad- 
dress to the Chair, indicating an intention that he 
intended to debate the appeal, or the Chair cer- 
tainly should so far have recognized him. But 
the Chair would reconsider- his ruling in that re- 
spect, with the consent of the Senator from Lou- 
isiana. Mast è 

Mr. BRIGHT.. The Chair will permit me .to 
suggest that I think the motion proper to be enter- 
tained now is the one proposed by the Senator 
from New Hampshire, [Mr. Norris.} The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts presented: his bill; the 
Senator from New Hampshire raised the question 
as to whether the Senate would grant leave to in- 
troduce it; and I’think the proper: question to be 
put now is, will the Senate grant leave to. intro- 
duce a bill repealing the fugitive slave law? The 
effect of the motion of the Senator from Louisiana 
would be to lay the subject on the table, from 
which it might be taken at any time for action. 
For one, I desire to give a decisive vote now, de- 
claring that I am unwilling to legislate upon the 
subject, that I am satisfied with the law as It reads, 
and that I will not aid the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, or any Senator, in-—— . : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Indiana is certainly notin order, : 

Mr. BRIGHT. I certainly am in order in 
calling the attention of the Chair to the fact that 
the Senator from New Hampshire—— . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Indiana is not in order. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then I will sit down and ask 
the Chair to state wherein I am out of order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In discussing 
a question which is not before the Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I claim that the motion is be~ 
fore the Senate. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire raised the question immediately that—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
decides otherwise. 

Mr.BRIGHT. Then I appeal fromthe decision 
of the Chair, and I state this as my point of order: 
that before the bill was presented in legal parlance, 
the Senator from New Hampshire raised the ques- 
tion as to whether the Senate would grant leave, 
and that is the point now before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state the question which he supposes to be pend- 
ing. The Senator from California made a point 
of order that debate on the bill proposed to be in- 
troduced by the Senator from Massachusetts, was 
not in order. The Chair so ruled. From that 
ruling the Senator from Massachusetts took an 
appeal. The Chair supposed that the Senator 
from Massachusetts had yielded the floor, and he 
gave the floor to the Senator from Louisiana, who 
moved to lay that appeal on the table. That is 
the question which is now pending. The Chair 
before suggested that if the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts had not yielded the floor, he had made a 
mistake in giving the floor to the Senator from 
Louisiana, but he did not suppose that the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, after taking the appeal, 
without some indication of hisintention to debate 


| it, could continue to hold the floor, and he there- 
! fore recognized-the Senator from Louisiana. The 


Chair is sorry if he did the Senator from Massa- 


'| chusetts injustice in that respect, but he did not 


hear him, and recognized the Senator from Louisi- 


ana. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I would respectfully ask the 
Chair what has become of the motion submitted 
by the Senator from New Hampshire? Ao, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair did 
not understand him to submit a motion, but the 
Senator from California took his point of order, 

Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to inquire of the'Sen- 
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J 
ator from New Hampshire whether he has with- 
drawn his motion? | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was not | 
entertained. It is notin his power to say whether 
it was withdrawn or not, for it was not entertained. `| 

Mr. NORRIS. I think I can inform my friend | 
from Indiana how the matter stands. The Sen- | 
ator from Massachusetts proposed to introduce a 
bill on notice given. I raised the question that it 
could not be introduced without leave of the Sen- | 
ate, if there was objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. Do J understand the Senator 
to say without notice given? I asked leave to 
introduce the bill in pursuance of notice. 

Mr. NORRIS. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts, have already stated, offered his bill agree- 
ably to previous notice. 

Mr, SUMNER. Precisely. 

Mr. NORRIS. The question was then raised, 
whether it could be received if there was objection. 
The question arose whether leave should be 
granted to the Senator from Massachusetts to in- 
troduce the bill ? 

Mr. SUMNER. That is the first question. 

Mr. NORRIS. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts, upon the question of granting leave, under- 
took to address the Senate. He was then called 
to order by my friend from California, for dis- | 
cussing that question. The Chair sustained the 
objection of the Senator from California, From 
the decision of the Chair the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts took an appeal, and that is where the 
question now stands, unless the Senator from 
Louisiana had aright to make the motion which 
he dig make, which was to lay the appeal on the 
table, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, unless the Senator from Louisiana will disem- 
barrass the Chairjby withdrawing it, on the motion 
of the Senator from Louisiana, to lay the appeal 
on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. On that motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FOOT. On what motion have the yeas | 
and nays been ordered? | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On the motion | 
of the Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to know, before | 
voting, what will be the effect of a vote given in 
the affirmative on this motion? Will it carry the | 
bill and the whole subject on the table? 

Mr. FOOT. An affirmative vote carries the | 
whole measure on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir; if | 
the motion to lay on the table be agreed to, it | 
carries the bill with it. i 

Several Senarors. No, no. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. ‘he question is whether, 
on the motion for leave to introduce the bill, there 
shall be debate? The Chair has decided that there 
shall be no debate. Those who vote “ yea” on 
my motion to lay the appeal of the Senator from 
Massachusetts on the table, will vote that there is || 
to be no debate upon the permission to offer the | 
bill, and then the question will be taken upon | 

| 


granting leave. 

Mr. WALKER. The Chair decides differently. : 
The Chair decides, if E understand, that it will | 
carry the bill on the table. Then, how can we | 
ever reach the question of leave when objection is | 
made? j 

Mr. WELLER. I object to this discussion. | 
The Chair will decide that question when it arises. li 
It does not arise now. Í insist that the Secretary | 
shall go on and call the roll. j 

Mr. WALKER. Suppose some of us object | 
to it? i 

Mr. WELLER. Then I object to your dis- | 
cussing it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair, on | 
reflection, thinks that the motion, if agreed to, | 
would not have a further effect than to bring up | 
the question of granting leave. + ; 

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to understand the | 
Chair. [do not wish to insist on anything that | 
is not right, or that is not within the rules. That, i 
l insist upon having. The honorable Senator from | 
Louisiana is right in his conclusions as to his mo- 
tion, provided he had a right to make the motion; | 
but £ doubt whether he had a right to make that | 
motion while the motion of the honorable Sena- | 


tor from New Hampshire was pending. Fdo not | 


If the effect of the decision of the Chair isto brin 
us back to the question as to whether we shal 
receive the bil} or not, E will yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Very well. . 

Mr. SUMNER. Before the vote is taken, 
allow me to read a few words from the rules. and 
orders, and from Jefferson’s Manual. 

+ One day?s noticé, at least, shall be given of an intended 
motion for leave to bring ina bill.” Sate Ee abt 


That is the 25th rule of the Senate, and then to- 


that rule, in the publication which I now hold ir 
my hand, is appended from Jefferson’s Manual 
the following decisive language: i 

<< When a member desires to bring in a bill on any sub 


jeet, he states to the House, in general terms, the eases | 


for doing it, and concludes for leave to bring in a bill en 
titled, &c. Leave being given, on the question, a com 
mittee is appointed to prepure and bring in the bill.’ 


Now, 1! would simply observe, that my purpose | 


was merely to make a statement 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I call to order. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


had presented his bill, and was debating it after- 


wards. ‘Phe question is on the motion of the | 
Senator from Louisiana, to lay the appeal on the : 
table; and on that the yeas and nays have been i 


ordered. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 35, nays 10; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bell, Benjamin, 


Brodhead, Brown, Butter, Cass, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, | 
zpavick, Geyer, Gwin, Johnson, | 


Dodge of towa, Evans, Fit 
Jones of lowa, Jones of Teunessee, Mallory, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Norris, Pe ree, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, ‘Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toombs, Toucey, and Wetler—35. 

NAYS—Measrs. Chase, Mersenden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, 
Rockwell, Seward, Suinner, Wade, and Walker—10. 


So the appeal was ordered to lie on the table. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on granting leave to introduce the bill. 


Mr. SUMNER. On that question I ask forthe | 


yeas and nays. 

Mr. STUART. f rise to a question of order; 
and | think if the Chair will consider it for the 
moment, he will, or, at least, 1 hope he will, agree 
with me, ‘The parliamentary law is the law under 
which the Senate act. Whenever there is a mo- 


| tion made to lay on the table a subject connected 


with the main subject, and it prevails, it carries 
the whole questioa with it, Itis different entirely 
from the rules in the House of Representatives. 
The rules in the House vary the parliamentary 


law, and you may there move to lay a matter on | 


the table, because that is the final vote, and is 
equivalent to rejecting it, and a motion to take it 


up from the table is not in order. But now the į 


Presiding Officer will see that if this course be 
pursued, the Senate may grant leave to introduce 
this bill, they may go on and pass it, and yet next 


| week it will be in order for the Senator from 
Massachusetts to move to take up the appeal which | 


the Senate has just Jaid on the table; whereas the 
whole subject on which his appeal rested might 
have been passed and sent to the other House. 


That surely cannotbeso! Theruling of the Chair | 


in this respect, therefore, I suggest is wrong, and 
the motion to lay on the table carries the whole 
subject with it. 
ter settled for the future practice of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At the first 
mooting of the proposition, the Chair was of that 
opinion; but he is perfectly satisfied now that it 
did not carry the whole question with it. The 
question was on the motion to lay the appeal on 
the table, and that motion was exhausted when 
it did lay the appeal on the table. It did not-reach 
back to affect the question of granting leave. 
That is now the question before the Senate. On 
that the yeas and nays have been asked for by the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STUART. 
the decision of the Chair; but I only wish to sa 
that as I am satisfied I am right, Ido not wish, 
by acquiescing in the decision of the Chair, to em- 
barrass us when such occasions may arise again. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 


upon granting leave to introduce the bill, resulted :| 


—yeas 10, nays 35; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Chase. Dodge of Wisconsin, Fessen- 
and Watker—i0. 


NAYS— Mess 
Bright, Bredhe: 


3. 


wish, however, to consume the time of the Senate. 


Dawson, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Johnson, 


It is important to have the mat- 


I will not take an appeal from 


den, Foot, Gillette, Rockwell, Seward, Sumner, Wade, 


Adams, Atchison, Bell, Benjamin, | 
; Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Cooper, j 


Jones of Iowa, Jones of Téennessee, Maitory, Mason, Mor- 
|| ton, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, 
i| Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toombs, Toucey; and W eller—35, eS 
Nap the Senate refused to.grant leave to. introduce 

j| the bill. : eee 


| Mr. DOUGLAS subsequently. said:!; h.avas: 
i| called out of the Senate Chamber to: one ofthe: 
‘| Departments on some business, for a, short time, 
to-day. If I had been here when thé vote was 
taken on the Batchelder case, I should have voted 
forit. I desire, also, to state that I should have 
voted against any permission ‘to allow the intro- 
duction of a bill to repeal the fugitive slave law, 
believing that the Constitution must be enforced’ 
under all circumstances. ; 


CIVIL AND. DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

i Mr. BRODHEAD. In engrossing the amend- 
|| ments which we made to the civil and diplomatic 
|| appropriation bill an error was committed by. the 
|j clerks. A portion of the bill, as it came from.us 
i| to the House, relating to the management of the 
| public buildings and the powers of the Commis- 
t 

i 

f 

| 


sioner of Public Buildings, was stricken out; but 
in engrossing the amendments that one was acci- 
dentally omitted. Ouramendments, I understand, 
are now under consideration in the House, and I 
wish to send a message to them on the subject. I 
i| therefore offer the following resolution which has 
been prepared according to the usual form: 
Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Rep- 
resentatives that the following amendment, made by the 
| Senate to the bill entitled © An act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatie expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855,” were accidentally 
omiited in engrossing the amendments made by the Senate 
to the saidpbill ; and that the House be requested to receive 
the said amendment as a portion of those made by the 
i} Senate, viz : 
i Amend the second section by striking out after the words 
“two Houses of Congress,” the following words: ‘and 
further that all appropriations which are herein made, or 
may be hereafter made, tor repairs or improvements of the 
| public buildings, grounds. and streets, within the District of 
Columbia, and. now under the charge of the Commissioner 
of Publie Buildings and Grounds, shall be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior; and thatalt 
laws or parts of laws inconsistent with this section, shall. 
be, and the same are hereby, repealed.” ` 


Mr. SLIDELL. A similar error was made in 
omitting a portion of the amendment which was. 
adopted by the Senate as the thirty-first section of 
the bill, by which the clerks of the branch Mint 
at. New Gileane were put on the same footing 
with the clerks in the Mint at Philadelphia, The 
Secretary has in his possession a letter which t 
addressed to the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance on the subject, which will confirm the 
statement I am about to make, When that sec- 
| tion was offered as an amendment by the Senator 
from California, I suggested an amendment which 
was accepted by him, to place the clerks in the 
| branch Mint at New Orleans on the same footing 
i| as to salary with those in the. Mintat Philadelphia. 
The chairman of the Committee on Finance as- 
| sented toit, and I took it forgranted that it had-been 
incorporated in the amendment; but this morning, 
| on reading the bill, as printed with our amend- 
ments, to my great surprise I discovered that it 
was not there; and inasmuch as another error is 
| to be corrected, | move to amend the resolution 
‘| by adding to it hat the Secretary inform the 
| House that we amended our one hundred and 
| eighty-third amendment by inserting after the 
| words “ United States,” the words “ and branch 
' Mint at New Orleans.” The connection is this: 
It is the provision allowing $I 800 as the annual 
| salary of clerks in the Mint of the United States 
| and branch Mint at New Orleans. 


i Mr. STUART: : Do I understand the Senator 


1 
} 
t 


1 


‘| to say that the amendment which he now suggests 
4“ was actually made by the Senate when the bill 
was pending? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I suggested the amendment, 
and it was immediately accepted by the Senator 
from California as part of his amendment, which 
| was adopted. There is a letter in the possession, 
| of the Secretary which l have written to the chair. 
j man of the Committee on Finance on the subject, 
which can be read if desired, Bo 
| Mr. STUART. I only wished to ‘agseertain, 
whether that fact existed; because, if ao, it is just 
| sach a condition of things as that where the rule 
| 
| 


authorizes a correction. 
| tion, as amended, was adopted. 


The amendment, was agreed.to; and the resolu- 
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MOCEAN. STEAMER BILL: iis aoci 
‘A message was “received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an-. 
nouncing that they had passed a bill making ap- 


States 
during 


at length. The discussion was continued until 
eleven o’clock, p. m., when, without disposing of 
the subject, La Ri, 

The Senate adjourned. 


ne) 


‘(See Appendix for the proceedings on the River 
and Harbor bill-] ea ae ast oo Beet 


+ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
ose Moénpar, July 81; 1854. 

; The House met at elevén o’clock; a. m, Prayer 

by Rev. Henny Serce. O 
+ The Journal of Saturday wasread and approved. 


THE TEXAS DEBT. : i 
‘The SPEAKER: -The business. first in order 
ig the'motion'made on“ Saturday last by the gen: 
temah from ‘South Carolina [Mr, ORR] to suspend 
the rales,for the purpose of taking up the following 
Senate bill: -i ph Sina 
An’ act tö provide for the payment of swch cred- 
itors of ‘the late’ Republic of Texas as are com- 
prenended in the act of Congress of September 9, 
Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from South 
Carolina, who moved to‘suspend the rules for the 
purpose of taking up that bill, will allow me to 
do so, I should like to. take up the civil and: dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill, and to pass on the 
Senate’s amendments. [Criesof ‘ Ayreed!”] It 
is important that this should be done early, as, 
unless it is done early, the bill will inevitably be 
lost. ‘lappeal to the gentleman from South Car- 
olina‘to withdraw his ‘motion. i 
“Me. ORR declined to: withdraw-his: motion. 
Phe SPEAKER: The question is: on suspend- 
ing ‘the: rules for the ‘purpose of ‘taking up the 
Texas creditors’ billy: > ! Sette 
‘Mr. PHELPS: On that: motion [ask for the 
yeas and ‘nays. ; 5 
“The yeas and nays: were ordered. . 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I. desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from South Carolina whether, if the} 
rules be suspended, it is his intention to move the | 
previous question? 
Mr, ORR. - -Tt is not, as faras I am concerned. 
I desire that ‘an ‘amendment. may be. submitted 
to the bill in question, reducing. the amount to 
$6,500,000, so that both sides of the House may 
have an opportunity of voting on'it as they desire. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I willinquire, also, whether: 
the’ gentleman will allow the introduction of an: 
amendment providing that the act shall not take 
effect*until the State of Texas sall, by an act, re- 
lease the United States Government from all; 
clainis she may have. - 
Mr. ORR. I suppose that provision is now 
in the bill. © > 
Mr: HOUSTON. Ifthe House will allow me, 
I ask permission to report back the civil and dip- 
lomatic bill, and have it referred to the Committee 
of the W hole on the'state of the Union. 
Mr. WHEELER. I object. 
"Phe question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 71, nays 67; as follows: 
YEAS— Measis. Abercrombie, Appleton, Bell, Benton, 


Boyce, Breckinridge; Bridges, Bugg, Caruthers, Chandler. 
Be, BES, BUZE, 7 7 


Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, John | 
G. Davis, Dawson, Dick, Disney, Dunbar, Edmundson, 
Jobin M. Elliott, Euglish, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Hartison, Hendricks, Hill, Hnnt, George W. | 
Jones; Keitt, Kerr; Kurtz, Lindsley, McDougall, MeNair, | 
Maxwell, Mayall, John G.. Miller, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, | 
Orr, Peckham, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Puryear, Ready, 
Reese, Riddle, Robbins, Seward, Shannon, Gerrit Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton; Richard H. Stan- 
toa, Alexander H Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 
Stranb, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, 
John L. Taylor, Wheeler, Yates, and Zobicoffer—71. 
NAYS—Mesers. James C. Allen, Barksdale, Barry, Bel- 


Corwin, Craige, Thomas Davis, Dickinson, Eastman, Ed- 


gher, Bennett, Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Chastain, | 


gérton, Ellison, Farley, Flagler, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, 
Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Henn, Houston, Howe; 
Hughes, Daniel T. Jones, Kidwelt, “Kittredge, Knox, 
Lamb, Lane,;McCulloch, Macdonald, MeQueen, Macy, 
Matteson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Da- 
vid Ritchie, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Shaw, 
Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Nathaniel G. Tayler, Trout, : 
Vail, Vansant, Wade, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- | 
burn, ‘Tappan Wentworth, and Daniel B. Wright—67.. 

So the rules were not suspended, two-thirds not: 
voting: in! favor. thereof,. a e PLE AI 

+ “CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILE. - : 

‘Mr. HOUSTON, by unanimous consent, then 
reported back from the Committee of Ways ard ` 
Means, the bill of the House (No. 48) “ making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex~ 
penses of. the Government, for the. fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1855.” : nila 
Mr. H. Lnow move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘I rise to a priv- 
ileged question. I move toreconsider the vote by 
which the civil and diplomatic bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and also to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table, . 

The latter motion was agreed. to. 


TRADE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
, PERU. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I ask the gentleman from Ala- 
bama to'withdraw his motion for a moment, to 
allow me to present a billand report from a special 
committee, in order that they may be referred and 

rinted. i 
P Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to'yield- 
ing a moment for that purpose. 

Mr. RIDDLE accordingly reported the follow- 
ing bill; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and the bill and report referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, ; 
and ordered to be printed: 

‘A bill regulating in part the trade between the 
United States and the Renublic of Peru. 


PROPERTY DESTROYED AT GREYTOWN. 


Mr. WHEELER. I ask the gentleman from 
Alabama. to allow me to present to the House the 
memorial of several merchants of the city of 
New York, asking for redress for the destruction 
of their property at, Greytown by the United 
States ship-of-war Cyane.. i . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. -I object toit. -. 

Mr. ORR. Let it be presented. and referred. 
under the rule. |... ; 

The memorial was so disposed of. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. DISNEY... I ask the gentleman from Ala- 
bama to suspend his motion until I can have an 
opportunity to move to take up the amendments of | 
the Senate to the homestead bill. 

[Cries of ‘* Agreed!”’ and “ No!” “No!”] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot do it. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Post 
Office Department, transmitting, in compliance’ 
with an act of July 2, 1836: i 

I. A copy of the abstract of the offers for car- 
rying the mails made within the year preceding 
the ist of July, 1853. 

2. A report of all contracts made for the trans- 
portation of the mail within the year aforesaid. 

3. A statementof all such land and water mails:/ 
as have been established or ordered within said 
year. 

4. A report of additional allowances made to 
mail contractors within said year. 

5. A report of curtailments of mail service and 
pay ordered within said year: ; 

‘The communication was laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CORRECTION OF THE RECORDS. 


Mr. STRAUB. I rise to what I suppose to be | 
a question of privilege. At the time the death 
of Mr. Muhlenberg, one of my colleagues from, 
Pennsylvania, was announced in this House, | 
there were several historical mistakes made. E 
ask the consent of the House that they may be 


corrected upon the public records. 
The proposition was assented to. t 


: THE- -ARMORY QUESTION; 


Mr. DICKINSON. During the discussion in 
reference to the superintendeiice of the: armories, 
some facts came to my knowledge which I feel it 
my duty to bring to the notice of the House. I 
ask:the consent of the House to offer the follow- 
ing resolution; asking information from. the De- 
partments: de 

Resolved,'That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
requested to.communiecate any information he may have im 
relation to the application by either of the commissioners 
wha visited the Springfield armory under the aet of 3d 
March, 1853, for the office of superintendent of eithér of 
the national armories, or any recommendation by either of 
said commissioners for the appointment of any other per- 
son to that office; and in relation to any. application by, or 
in behalf of, any of the commissioners from Harper’s Ferry, 
or Springfield, who testified before the select committee of 
the House, to which was referred the question of the expe- 
diency of employing military. officers in the supervision of 
civil works, for any office in. either of said armories, or any 
recommendation of either of said witnesses of other per- 
sons for any such office; and in relation to any application 
by either of the members of said seicct committee in their 
own behalf, or in bebalf of any other person or persons for 
appointment to any office connected with the prosecution 
of any of the various public works which are the subject of 
inquiry by such committee. : 

Mr. CHURCH WELL, I object. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It is simply a resolution 
calling for information. I hope the gentleman 
from Tennessee will withdraw his objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Favianer} also to. 
object. . ; pte ase as 

Mr. FAULKNER. No, sir; 1 said I. hoped” 
the objection would be withdrawn. _ 3 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. 1 will withdraw my 
objection. 

The resolution was then considered and adopted. 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. FARLEY. I ask the gentleman from 
Alabama. to withdraw his motion fora moment, to 
allow me to request the House to take up a bill 
from the Speaker’s table, (Senate bill No. 60,) 
‘* authorizing the construction of a subterranean 
line of telegraph from the Mississippi or Mis- 
souri river to the Pacific ocean.” I ask that it 
may be taken up and referred to the Committee 
on Territories. It will. give rise to no discussion. 
I do not propose to putit upon.its passage. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
up, read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. DAWSON obtained the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to.a question of order. 
Is not. the motion of the gentleman from Alabama 
still before the House? ; 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then I call for 
der of. business. f 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentlemar 
from Alabama is before the House, and isthe only 
motion now in order; but. the House have, by 
unanimous consent, indulged: several gentlemen 
in:several motions. Gentlemen have risen to-ask 
unanimous consent, andthe Chair has indulged 
them; and, in his opinion, properly indulged thems 


THE HOMESTEAD BILL-~AGAIN. 


Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to make 
a request of the gentleman from Alabama. I de- 
sire that he will withdraw his motion that the rules. 
be suspended, andthe House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the-civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, so 
that | may be afforded an opportunity to ask the 
unanimous consent of the House, and, in the event. 
of an objection, that I may ask a suspension of 
rules, to take up the homestead bill as amended by. 
the Senate, as lam anxious to offer further amend- 
ments, so as.to secure more fully the rights of 
actual settlers, in which I have full confidence the 
House will sustain me, and then to press the bill 
to final action. : 

Mr. SOLLERS. I object to granting the gen- 
tleman unanimous consent. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hous- 
ron’s motion; and it was agreed to. : 

The House accordingly resolved itself into thë 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Orr in-the chair.) 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the committee take up for consideration the amend- 
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ments of the Senate to the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I.hope that the committee 
may, by unanimous consent, agree to close debate 
on these Senate amendments. If there be objection, 
I shall move to go into the House for the purpose ; 
of closing debate. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. We had better go 
into the House to secure the purpose indicated. 

Mr. HOUSTON, Well,i move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Wholeon the state of the Union 
had had the state of the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the amendments 
of the Senate to the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I submit the usual resolu- | 

ion closing debate on the amendments of the Sen- || 

ate to the civil and diplomatic bill in five minutes | 
after the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union shall resume the consideration of the | 
same. : 

The resolution was adopted. é 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the | 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. | 

The motion was agreed to. | 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Orr in the chair,) and resumed the consid- | 
eration of the amendments of the Senate to the 
civil and diplomatic bill: i 

Second amendment: 

Strike out the words “ for compensation of the officers f 

| 


and clerks of both Houses of Congress, $56,730,” and |! 
insert in lieu thereof the following : ! 
For compensation of the officers, clerks, messengers, and 
others receiving an annual salary, in the service of the | 
Senate, 357,010. i 
For compensation of the officers and clerks of the House | 
of Represetiatives, $34,460. 
Mr. HOUSTON, The Committee of Ways | 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that | 
amendment. i 
The amendment was non-concurred in. | 
Third amendment: | 
Strike the word“ two ” out of the clause “for books, i 
$2,000, and insert in lieu thereof the word “ten,” so as | 
to make it read, “ for books, $10,000.” | 
Mr. HOUSTON.. The committee recommend | 
a concurrence in the amendment. j 
The amendment was concurred in. | 
| 
| 
i 


Fourth amendment: 
Strike out the word “eight” in the clause ‘ for sta- | 
tionery, $8,000, and insert in lieu thereof the word “ fif- 
teen,” soas to make it read, * for stationery, $15,000.” 
Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend | 
a concurrence in that amendment. | 
The amendment was concurred in. | 


Fifth amendment: 

Add the words ‘ six hundred dollars ” at the end of the 
clause, “for newspapers, $2,000,” so as to make it read, 
te for newspapers, $2,600.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend | 
a concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: : 

Strike the word “ three? out ofthe clause “ fer Con- 
gressional Globe and binding the same, &3,000,” and insert | 
in lieu therevf the words “ sixty-five,” so as to make it | 
A For Congressional Globe and binding the same, a 
$65,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment is ren- | 
dered necessary by the fact that the Senate have 
passed a resolution taking a large additional num- į 
ber of copies of the Congressional Globe, as they 
had aright to do. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 


gs, 


Mr. HOUSTON. Thecommittee recommend | 


a concurrence. , 
The amendment was concurred in. 


i! Means recommend a non-concurrence 
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Eighth amendment: 


Suike out the clause: “ For clerks to committees and 
President pro tempore, draughtsman, messengers, pages, 
laborers, police, horses and carry-alls, $49,000,” and insert 
in lieu thereof the following : 


For clerks to committees, pages, police, horses and | 


earry-alls, $30,008. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Meansrecommend a non-concurrence. That 
amendment is intimately connected with amend- 
ment No. 2; and if we non-concur in the second 


‘amendment, that action makes it necessary we 


should non-concur in the eighth. A good many 


of the officers provided for in the clause stricken | 


out in No. 8 are transferred to the clause No. 2; 
and if we concur in this, we thereby deprive the 
Senate of the appropriation necessary to carry on 
their business. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: ; 

Page three, after the word ‘f dollars,” Insert as follows : 

Provided, That whenever, in the opinion of the Joint 
Committee on Printing, the character of any document or- 


| dered to be printed may render such change necessary and 


proper, the sige of the page may be changed from octavo 
to quarto form; but in no cases shail the prices to be paid 
for composition and press-work exceed, pro rata, those 
established by tbe printing act of August the 26th, 1852, 
for the printing of congressional documents; 

The clause, as amended, will read: 
mrss paper and printing of the Senate, $85,000, provided, 

uc. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amenment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 


Page three, after the word “ thousand,” strike out the 
words ‘‘ seven hundred and forty: five,” and insert in lieu 
thereof the words “ and fitteen.?? 


The clause, as amended, reads: 
For horses and carriages, $4,015. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


|i and Means recommend a concurrence in that 


amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 

Page four, line sixty-five, after the word ‘ hundred,” 
add the words ‘ and sixty.” 

The clause, as amended, reads: 

For Capitol police, $3,560. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Twelfth amendment: 

Strike out the words, ‘For compensation of librarian, 
two assistant librarians, and messenger, $4,500,?? and in- 
sterin lieu thereof as follows: 

For compensation of librarian, three assistant librarians, 
and messenger, $8,000. 

For compensation of librarian, assistant librarians, and 
messenger, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, 
$2,700. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a nap-concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 


i To the clause “ for purchase of law books for said library, | 
li $2,000,” add the following words: 
| For the completion and the publication of the works of | 

Thomas Jefferson, and pay of the editor of said work, |: 


$7,200. 


To enable the Joint Committee on the Library of Con- | 
gress to replace the seven volumes and atlas of the Explo- | 
ring Expedition, destroyed by the burning of the library, and |) 


the plates and other property destroyed by the fire in Phil- 
adelphia, including binding, $9,970 75. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 


i Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- |! 


ment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fourteenth amendment: 

To the clause “ for the compensation of the Secretary of 
State and Assistant Secretary of State,” add the follow- 
ing words: 

Chiefs of foreign desks, examiner.” 

Mr. HAVEN. 
in the 


amendment. : 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 
In the same clause strike out the words “ thirty-eight 


|! thousand seven hundred” and insert-in lieu thercof the 
| words *¢ forty-eight thousand two handred and fifty.” 


The Committee of Ways and | 


a 
The clause, as amended, reads: 


For compensation of the Secretary of State and Assistant 
‘| Secretary of State, chiefs of foreign desks, examiner, clerks, 
messenger, and assistant messenger, in his office, $48,250. 
Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-coneurrence in that 


| amendment. 
Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I would like 
| to ask the gentlemen of the Committee of Ways 
and Means for an explanation in regard to this 
amendment. f 
| Mr. HOUSTON. The explanation is this: 
These amendments are:made to defend a section 
of the bill-which the committee will reach after æ 
while, and which proposes to change the names of 
i some of the clerks in the State Department, and 
| increases their compensation, and also gives an 
additional number of clerks to that Department. 
| The Committee of Ways and Means non-concur 
|i both in this amendment and the one which we 
| 


shall after a while reach. Ft falls back, therefore, 
upon the existing law in relation to the compensa- 
tion and the number of clerks in that Department. 

Mr. PERKINS. I would ask the gentleman 
from Alabama if the effect of non-concurring will 
be to reduce the salaries of the head of the eon- 
sular bureau ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ik 
ries at all, 

The amendment was then non-concurred in: 


Sixteenth amendment: 

Insert among the items “for the incidental and contin- 

| gent expenses of the Department of State,’? the following: 
For additional compensation for disbursing clerk and 

superintendent ofthe northeast Executive Building, $200. 


1 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 

Ways andaMeans recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amend ment was non-concurred in. : 
Seventeenth amendment: 


Add, after the appropriation “ for publishing the laws in 
|| pamphlet form, and in the newspapers of the States and 
i venience: and in the city of Washington, $18,525,” the 
words: . A : 

li And such sum shall be paid for publishing the Jaws in 
California, Oregon, and Washington, as the Secretary of 
State may deem reasonable. 


Mr. HAVEN The Committce of Ways and 
Means recommend an agreement. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Eighteenth-amendment: 

Strike out, under the head of ‘ incidental and contingent 
expenses of the State Department,” after the words “ for 
extra clerk hire and copying, $2,000,” the following: 

t Said clerks to be employed only during the session of 
Congress, or when, indispensably ntcessary to enable the 
Department to answer some call made by cither House of 
Congress at one session to be answered at another.” 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


| ‘Nineteenth amendment: 

| Page six, after line one hundred and thirty-seven, insert 
| the following : 

| For services of William Hunter, commissioned . as act- 
| 

t 

i 

I 


will not reduce any sala- 


j ing Secretary of State during the absence of Secretary 
Webster, for services as such acting Secretary in 185], 
; 1842, and 1853, $1,500. f 
For paying to Asbury Dickins the diference between the 
| compensation of head of a Deparment and chief clerk of 
i a Department, for the time he acted as Secretary of State, 
| or Secretary of the Treasury, by an appointment of General 
| Jackson, to be ascertained by the proper accounting ot- 
cers, a sum not exceeding $2,500. : 

Mr. HAVEN. e Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twentieth amendment: 
Page seven, line one hundred and forty-nine, strike out 
i the following: 
For printing and paper for the Department of State, 
| $200. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Twenty-first amendment: 
Insert at the end of the appropriations for the State De- 


| 
| $3,300. 
j] _ For the purchase of copies of the reports òf the Supreme 
|| Court and Opinions of the Attorneys General of the United 
i! States for the Executive offices of the Territories of Kansas 
|| and Nebraska, $450. 4 

| Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. 

| Mr.PECKEHLAM. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from New York what ig to be done with 
| these different sets of Howard’s Reports? 
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Mr. HAVEN. This amendment was inserted 
by the Senate, and it was concurred in by the 
Committee of Ways, and Means, and upon the 
ground that the officers. of,the country.and the 
official wants of the ‘country require it. There 
are some additional district courts, not only.in the 
Territories, but in the State.of California, and the 
Secretary of State and some’ of the ‘Departments 
are destitute of ‘them. T 

The amendment was then concurred in. 


‘Twenty-second amendment: 


“Insert at the end of the appropriations for the State ‘De- 
partment, the foliowing: s x nH ee 
„That the act approved the 22d April, 1854, entitled “An 
act to amend the third section of ‘An act making appro- 
priations fot the civil ‘and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’ and for 
other purposes,” shall. be so.construed. as, in.regard to in- 
cteased compensation for the fiscal year ending the 30th 
of June last, to include within its provisions the clerks of 
the Department of State and the clerks in the Office of the 
Coast Survey; and that the chief clerk in the State Depart- 
ment shall receive the same compensation.as the chief 
clerks in the other Departments of the Government for the 
last fiscal year; and that the money necessary to carry 
these provisions into effect is hereby appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury nototherwise appropriated. 


Mr. HAVEN, The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence. a 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
‘Twenty-third amendment: 


Strike out the clause of the bill: “For compensation of 
the superintendent and four watchmen of the northeast 
Executive Building, $2,250,” and insertin lieu thereof: 

For compensation of four watchmen of the’ northeast 
Executive Building, $2,400. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrenge in that 
amendment. i 

The amendment was non-concurred in, 


Twenty-fourth amendment. 


Strike out the following from the original bill: “ Forcom- 
pensation of the Seeretary of the Treasury and Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, messenger, and assist- 
ant messenger in his office $52,000 ; 

“For compensation of the First Comptroller, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, $34,500 ; 

“ Por compensation of the Second Comptroller, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, $25,500 ; : 

“ For compensation of the First Auditor, and the clerks, 
messenger, and assistant messenger in his office, $30,900 ; 

“Wor compensation of the Second Anditor, and the 
gior egen and assistant messenger in his office, 

31,700 5 

Por compensation of the Third Auditor, and the clerks, 
messengers, and assistant.messenger in his office, $66,950; 

“Por compensation to temporary clerks, employed in the 
office of the Third Auditor on bounty. land service, and 
arrears of pay, $29,608: Provided, That uo clerk shall re- 
ceive more than at the rate of $1,000 per annum under 
this act, except one; whose salary shall be’ $1,600 per an- 
num, and four whose compensation shall be four dollars 

er day 5 À 
P “ For compensation of the Fourth Auditor, and the 
clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his office, 
$25,200 ; 

“ for compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $12,300 ; 

For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Office De- 
partment, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
ger in hia office, $130,600 ; 

“ For compensation of the Treasurer ofthe United States, 
and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his 
office, $21,500—the office of assistant messenger being 
hereby created, at an annual salary of $500 ; i 

“For compensation of the Register of the Treasury, and 


the clerks, messenger, and assistant messengers in his | 


office, $36,950 ; 

“ For compensation of the soir of the Treasury, and 
the clerks and messenger in his office, $12,500 ; 

“ Forcompensation of the Commissioner of Customs, and 
the clerks aud messenger in his office, $17,700; 

“ For compensation of the clerks and messenger of the 
Light-louse Board, $7,600; 


—and insert in leu thereof, as follows: 


For compensation of the Secretary of the Treasury and 
ssistant Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, messenger, 
aud-assistant messenger in his office, $46,650 ; 

For compensation of the First Comptroller, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $30,050 ; 

For compensation of the Second Comptroller, and the 
elerks and messenger in his office, $26,150 ; 


For compensation of the First Auditor, and the clerks | 


and messengers in his office, $37,900 ; 

For compensation of the Second Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $36,100 ; 

For compensation of the Third Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $121,850; 

For compensation of the Fourth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $29,300 ; 

For compensation of the Filth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $15,550 ; 

For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Office De- 
partment, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
gerin his office, $163,300; < 


: ets | 
For compensation of the Treasurer of the United States, 


and the clerks and two messengers in bis office, one addi- 
tional messenger being hereby created therefor, $26,900 ; 


For campensation of the Register of the Treasury, and 
the clerks and messenger in his office, -$51,790 5-- 

For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treasury, and 
the clerks and messenger in bis office; $16,8505 Go te 

For compensation of Commissioner of Customs, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, $19,7505 : tt 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger of the 
Light-House Board, $8,550. - è : ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee. of Ways 
and Means.recommend a-non-concurrence ‘in that 
amendment. The amendment is to make the ap- 


of the clerks in the Departments. The Committee 
of Ways and Means. recommend a non-concur- 
rence, for the purpose of placing the compensation 
of the clerks under the existing laws. We have 
another amendment which provides for the in- 
crease. ae : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would call the at- 
tention of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to an amendment which that commit- 
tee have recommended to be made to the matter 
the Senate have proposed to strikeout. Wepro- 
pose to strike out in the two hundred.and thirty- 
second line the words * $36,950,” and to insert 
“ $41,750.” ; Bae à 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from. Ten- 
nessee is correct. That is ‘to provide for three 
additional clerks authorized by the deficiency bill. 

The clause, if amended, would read: 

For compensation of the Register of the Treasury, and 
the clerks, messenger, and assistant messengers in. his 
office, $41,750. j 

Mr. HOUSTON. The recommendation, then, 
is to disagree to the whole amendment with an 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES. I think the proper course would 
be first to amend the clause proposed to be stricken 
out. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it would 
not be in order to go back to the original text of 
the bill. 

Mr. JONES. The clause proposed to be 
stricken out has not gone out of the control of the 
House. The Senate has refused to concur in it, 
and it is therefore brought again before the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it would 
not be in order. 

Mr. JONES. Then let it go. Let the vote be 
taken upon concurring in the whole amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. ‘ 

Mr. ROBBINS. Now,I suppose, it will be in 
order to strike out and insert, so as to provide a 
compensation for these three clerks? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the opinion of the 
Chair that the committee cannot go back to amend 
the original text of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My motion was to dis- 
agree to the Senate amendment with an amend- 
ment, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
motion would have been in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That was the motion I 
originally made. è 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair will en- 
tertain the motion to strike out “$36,950,” and to 
insert in lieu thereof ‘* $41,750.” 

Mr. LETCHER. ls it inorder to go back and 
to move to strike out? 

The CHAIRMAN, 
back to the original text. The gentleman from 
Alabama moved that the committee non-concur in 


the amendment of the Senate with an amendment. | 


The Chair should have put both motions at the 
same time. He did not then understand the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, and now puts the motion 
which ought to have been put before. 

Mr. OLDS. Is it parliamentary to non-concur 
with amendments? I think not; but it is in order 
to move to strike out and insert. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the question of order 
is raised and insisted upon, the Chair must decide 
the motion cannot be made; for you cannot touch 
the original text. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Ohio 
is so fond of questions of order, I must submit. 
The amendment is only to increase the appropria- 
tion in order to pay the legal salaries of clerks 
created by. ourselves. “3 

Mr. OLDS. Gentlemen can move to strike 
out and insert. I only desire that we may pro- 
ceed according to the rules which we have adopted 
to regulate our proceedings. 


propriation conform to the increased compensation“ 


It is not in order to go! 


Mr. HAVEN, 
ment? ; ey 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment has been 
ruled out of order, and the Senate amendment 
non-concurred in, » ` a . 

Twenty-fifth amendment: 

For additional compensation for disbursing clerks and 
superintendents of Executive buildings, provided in the 
third section of the act of 3d ‘March, 1853, entitled “An 
act inaking appropriations for the civil and diplomatic -ex- 
penses of Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1854,” for the Treasury Department, $600. ae 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twenty-sixth amendment: . 

For revision of the revenue Jaws already made, and a 
report showing the changes and alterations therein, $5,090. 

Mr.. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. > © i 

Mr. FULLER. Ihope that the committee will 
concur in'the twenty-sixth amendment of the Sen- 
ate. The Secretary of the Treasury has prepared 
a codification of the revenue laws, which will 
make a volume of about three hundred pages. It 
-changes, in many respects, all the existing Jaws 
on the subject. That communication has. been 
sent to the Senate, and will be printed during the 
vacation. Congress will be called upon to act on 
the subject at the next session. Any gentleman 
familiar with the codification of statutes‘ knows 
that it is necessary, where you change the law, to 

have it numbered and accompanied by explana- 
tory notes. I believe this amendment of the Sen- 
| ate important and nce because the Commit- 
tees on Commerce of the Senate and this House 
have had this subject under their consideration 
during the whole of the present session. Both 
committees believe that this appropriation for the 
purpose of preparing this report in the vacation 
will be an economical expenditure of the public 
money, and will greatly add to the proper under- 
standing of the bill when the House will be called 
to act on the subject at the next. session. . 

For these reasons in brief—and I would like to 
go more'into detail, but will not take up, the time 
of the committee—I hope that the committee will 
concur in the amendment of the Senate. - 
“Mr. HAVEN. I desire to say, Mr. Chair- 
man, by way of justification of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and in answer to the gentle- 
man from Maine, that for this revision of the rev- 
enue laws this House, at the present session, 
passed a bill appropriating $5,000. Ten thousand 
dollars was asked for; but it slipped up after dis- 
cussion, and it was referred to the Committee of 
Waysand Means. The committee reported back 
in favor of allowing $5,000 for the codification of 
theselaws. This gentleman was appointed. some 
time last year. My friend suggests that itis. an 
onerous business to compile and codify these 
laws. It was the opinion of the Committee of 
Ways and Means then—and it was their opinion 
now-—-when acting upon this bill, and it was the 
opinion of the House and Senate this session, that 
the $5,000 provided for in that bill was a full and 
sufficient compensation; and I hope the House 
will not concur in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. FULLER. I move to increase the amount 
; one dollar, in order that 1 may make a brief ex- 
planation. 

It will be remembered that the appropriation of 
$10,000 for this purpose was inserted in the civil 
and diplomatic bill of last year; but by a mistake 
or omission of the engrossing clerk, the amend- 
ment was not incorporated in the act. The Sec- 
retary of the Treasury employed persons to cod- 
ify the laws; and it was not until the work had 
partially progressed, that the omission was dis- 
covered. The appropriation was originally for 
$10,000, as it should have been. It is true, that 
$5,000 have been appropriated. That amount of 
money has been expended, and the commissioner 
when he got it quit the work. Since that time, 
| the Secretary has summoned to his aid two of the 
1 


‘What becomes of the amend- 


clerks in his Department, who have worked at 
i nights in order to complete this revision. Itis stilt 
lan imperfect work, and incomplete in its character 
| for the want of this report to accompany it; and it 
i ae purpose I ask an appropriation of 
5,000. ` 
| i Mr. HAVEN. This;I am free to say, is tutn- 
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ing out a little different from what I supposed. It 
would seem, from the explanation given by my 
friend from Maine, that the commissioner to 
whom we paid $5,000 has cheated us. We paid 
him $5,000 for doing the entire work, and nobody 
else had anything to do with it. We employed 
nobody elseto doit. Hespeaks of commissioners. 
There was but one man employed, and I believe 
we paid him $5,000. If there be any truth in the 
fact, as suggested by him, that he has abandoned 
the contract, and failed to finish the report, that is 
an additional reason why we should not pay the 
advance now asked to anybody else. But [ un- 
derstand the facts differently from my-friend from 
Maine. [understand that it is trying to ring in 
again the additional $5,000 that both Flouses re- 
fused to give the commissioner when the subject 
was under consideration before. . I should think 
that $5,000 was pretty good pay for a gentleman 
coming from the interior of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. It-is more than justices of the Supreme 
Court get. I have nothing further to say. 

Mr. LETCHER. Who is to get this money? 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Waysand 
Means understood it was to be appropriated here 
for the benefit of the commissioner. 1 have under- 
stood itwasfor him. 1 understand the gentleman 
from Maine now to say, that the commissioner has 
backed out and left his work, and that he wants 
this sum. of $5,000 for the Secretary of the T'reas- 
ury to pay the clerks who were engaged at nights 
upon this work. If this is true, it was dishonor- 
able on the part of the commissioner to abandon 
the work; and, forone, I am not disposed to vote 
money to pay any one else in advance for work 
until itis done. 

Mr. FULLER. I desire to correct the state- 
ment of the gentleman from New York. If the 
committee had investigated this subject as I have, 
I think they would concur in this amendment of 
the Senate, In the first place, I do not know that 
Judge Barrett was employed for any particular 
time. He worked so long as he was employed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, for the com- 

ensation agreed to be paid him. The act orig- 
inally contemplated three commissioners. I can 
say to gentlemen of the committee, that this work 
of codifying the laws is a work of great labor. 1 
will say further, in order to have a proper under- 
standing of the matter, that I care not who does 
the work, or how much compensation you give 
for the service; but it is important that we should 
have a report showing the difference between the 

. old revenue laws and the present law. 

Mr. FULLER, by unanimous consent, then 
withdrew his amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. GROW. I moveto amend the amendment 
by increasing the appropriation five dollars, I 
propose this amendment for the purpose of being 
able to say a word or two in explanation of the 
conduct of this commissioner, in reply to the re- 
marks of one of the members of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, (Mr. Haven.] The com- 
missioner came here to codify the revenue laws. 
His salary was fixed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Congress appropriated $10,000 for the | 
purpose, instructing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to devote that sum to the payment of the service | 
of the three commissioners to whom the work | 
was to be assigned. They were unwilling, how- 
ever, to undertake the work for the consideration 
of $10,000. Two of them, therefore, refused to 
serve, leaving the other commissioner to com- 
mence the work. He did so; and Congress made 
an appropriation of $5,000 last session to pay the 
“expenses of that compilation, including not only ! 
the salary of the codifier, but the salaries of clerks, 
the expenses of office, &c. | 

Your codifier refused to serve any longer at 
that pay. Had he not a right to do so? He came 
here for no express time. Is he bound to stay 
here four or five years without sufficient remuner- 
ation from the Government? He was at liberty 
to leave whenever he pleased; and if his pay were 
insufficient, that was a good reason for him to 
leave; and he exercised that right. 
can be found by the Committee of Ways and 


Means, or by this House, to refuse to appropriate |; 


this commissioner a sufficient amount of compen- 
sation? Congress authorized the Secretary of the 
Treasury to employ whom he chose for that work; 
and the person employed had, of course, a right 
to leave when he thought proper. This right the 


What reason |; 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
will recollect that early in the present session this 
whole subject was fully debated here. The law 
and resolution of a late session authorized the 
employment of three commissioners for the pur- 
pose of revising the revenue laws. The Secretary 
of the Treasury, for reasons that are known to 
this committee, did not employ three commis- 
sioners, but he employed one. That gentleman 
expected, as he served, to get $10,000, which sum, 
it was believed, would be appropriated for the 
work. This House and the Senate, on discus- 
sion, and on investigation of the subject, deter- 
mined at this session to appropriate but $5,000 for 
the purpose, believing that that would be ample 
compensation for one commissioner. And now 
it is proposed in this bill to pay the additional 
$5,000 for him. 1 hope that will not be done. 

The question was taken on Mr. Grow’s amend- 
ment to the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. FULLER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by increasing the appropriation ten dollars. 

Iam unwilling, Mr. Chairman, that a question 
of so much importance as I know this to be should 
go out sideways on an attack upon the commis- 
sioner appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
or on the point of the difference between $5,000 to 
$10,000. Gentlemen will understand that this 
| project to codify the revenue laws of the United 
| States involved an examination of all the statutes 
passed since the establishment of the Government, 
of all your Treasury circulars, of all the decisions 
of the Supreme Court, and of the thousand and 
one different and modified tariff laws which have 
| been passed. 

This whole subject has been taken up, and has 
been codified, and the report will be presented to 
the House, for its action, at the commencement 
of the next session of Congress. Now, sir, when 
that question shall come up, the members of this 
House will want to act understandingly upon it, 
and I say it is necessary that we should have, 
with that law, the accompanying report, number- 
ing each amendment, one, two, three, &c., and 
referring to the old act, so that we can understand 
what itis. I say the $5,000 recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury is necessary, and the 
work will be, for this House, a most useful and 
beneficial one. But I do not want, as 1 said be- 
fore, to have this question shoved off in a side- 
ways manner. ` 

Mr. LETCHER. I want to know who is to 
get the money, if Judge Barrett has resigned ? 

Mr. FULLER. | am willing to leave that to 
the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
as he has his reputation at stake upon it. 


Mr. LETCHER. This money is wanted, as 
the gentieman says, for two persons who have 
been working at nights upon this matter. I want 
to know who these two persons are who are to 
receive it; for it looks to me very much like a de- 
mand for extra compensation in a roundabout 
way. 

Mr. FULLER. I say-the work would be in- 
complete without the report. 


Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman told us in 
his cpening remarks that three of those men had 
worked at night, and that this money was wanted 
to cover the expense of that sort of work. Now, | 
I want to know who the persons are, whether | 
they are salaried officers or not; and if they are, 
who they are. The gentleman certainly knows; 
can he inform the House? 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Fur- 
LER’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurring upon agreeing with the 
Senate amendment, it was put; and decided in the 
negative. 

So the amendment was non-conctrred in. 

Twenty-seventh amendment: 

Strike out, under the head “ Light-House Board,” the 
following: : 

“For paper and printing ofthe Treasury Department, in- 
eluding paper, printing, and binding the annual ‘ State- 
ment of Commerce and. Navigation,’ and for paper and 
printing the annual ‘ Estimates èf Appropriation,’ $17,200.97 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth amendment: 

Page seventeen, line three hundred and ninety-five, in- 
sert the words “‘ eight hundred,” so that the clause shall 
read: 

For compensation of eight watchmen of the southeast 
Executive Building, $4,800. 7 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-ninth amendment: 


Strike out the clause: “ For compensation of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, and the clerks, messengers, and labor- 
ers, in his office, $29,800,” and insert in lieu thereof: 

For compensation of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
the elerks and messengers in his office, $28,400. 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirtieth amendment: 


Insert undgr the head of ‘* Department of the Interior’? 
the following : 

For paying of laborers, $1,095. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-first amendment: 


In line four hundred and twenty-eight strike out 
« $139,500,” and insert “ $165,050,” so that the clause will 
read: 

For compensation of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and the recorder, draughtsman, assistant 
draughtsman, clerks, messengers, assistant messengers, and 
| packers in his office, $165,050, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-second amendment: 


In line four hundred and thirty-one strike out ‘ $3,000,” 
and insert “ $2,190,”’ so that the item will read: 

For compensation of six laborers, 82,190. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disegreement 
to that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-third amendment: 

In line four hundred aud fifty strike out “ $27,800,” and 
insert “ $29,900,” so that the item will read: 

For compensation of the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, and the clerks, messenger and assistant messenger in 
his office, $29,900. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Meaffs recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment. ‘ 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-fourth amendment: 
Strike out “ For compensation of the Commissioner of 


Mr. HAVEN. If there is a moment of the 
gentleman’s time left, I desire to say that the gen- 
! tleman from Maine is still mistaken, and that he 
is not more enlightened than the rest of us. He 
says that this money is not wanted to pay for any 
work which hasalready been done. But the very 
language of this amendment is, ‘‘ for revision of 
| the revenue laws already made.’’ 
| E desire now to say one word in reply to the | 
| gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grow.] 
have not attacked Judge Barrett. Isay that, upon 
the hypothesis which the gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania himself has presented, he has behaved 
dishonorably; but [ do not think he has; and F| 
hope the truth will turn out differently from what 
they allege. The law, which was passed some 
time ago, was so stringent that it required the | 


Secretary of the Treasury to report to us, the first | 


| week of the next session of Congress, the items of 


commissioner exercised. 


i money which he has paid out of that $5,000. 


Ei 


E T 


| Pensions, and the clerks and messengers in his office, 
| $66,800. 

Fer compensation to thirty temporary clerks employed in 
the office of the Commissioner of Pensions, $31,300: Pro- 
vided, That no clerk shail receive more than at the rate of 
$3 33 per day,” and insert in lieu thereof: 

For rent of building on Seventh street, for the office of 
‘Indian Affairs, commencing the 12th of June, 1854, at 
; $1,200 per annum, $1,263 33; k 
l For compensation of four watchmen for building occu- 
! pied by the office of Indian Affairs, commencing the 15th 
of June, 1854, $2,500 ; 

For fuel and lights, and necessary fixtures for warming 
and lighting the rooms occupied by the office of Indian Af- 


i: fairs, $616; 


For compensation of the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
the clerks and four messengers in his office, $108,200. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose that the question 
shall first be taken upon striking out. I then pro- 
pose to move to insert what the Senate substitute 
under the head of Indian Affairs where it prop- 
| erly belongs. 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
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course proposed by the gentleman from Alabama 
would not be.in order. i 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, RTA then Iwil say, 
that the Committee of Ways and, -Means'recom- 
mend a concurrence in that amendment with an 
amendment. IL move to amend the Senate amend- 
ment, in the four hundred and seventy-eighth 
line, by striking out “$108,200,” and inserting 
497,800; so that the item would read: 

For compensation of the Commissioner of. Pansions,: and 
the clerks atid fonr messengers in his office, $97, B00. . 

: The amendment to thet amendment’ was agreed 
to 
The amendment of the Senate, as amended, was 
then concurred in: 


Thirty-fifth amendment: - 


Strike out the following : 
o For etigraving bounty land warrants, $5; 000; 
“ Por stationery; 825500 ; : 
“ For binding books, $l, 30005 
TE Por furniture; 8500 3° ° } 
t For miscellaneous items, $l, 00037 andi in: Jien inereot 
insert he folowing : 
F ei, engravi bg and printing bounty land. certificates, 
5,00 
# hor: stationery, 83,000; 
For binding books, $2, 000; ‘ 
For furniture, $500 5 
5,000 ; 


For miscellaneous items, $ 

For compensation of laborers, $1,500. F 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways. and Means recommend: a concurrence in 
the amendment: 

<The amendment was concurred i in. 


Thirty-sixth amendment: 

Strike out the words: ** For paper ‘and printing forthe 
Department of the Interior, $8,000.77 ; 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.. The ommittee 
of Waysand Means recommend a concurrence in 
the amendment. 

‘The: amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-seventh amendment: 


For additional compensation for disbursing clerks and 
superintendents of Executive Buildings, provided in the 
third section of the act of 3d March, 1853, entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expeuses 
of the Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1854,” for the Department of the Interior, $600. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Ways and Meana recommend a non-concurrence 
in the amendment, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-eighth amendment: 

In the following paragraph, after the word thousand,” 
insert “ four hundred.” i 

For compensation of four watchmen ‘for the eastern 
wing of the Patent Office, occupied. by the Secretary of the 
Interior, $2,000. 


“Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 
the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-ninth amendment: 


For the.annual compensation of a librarian, to be ap- 
pointed by the Comnnissioner of Patents, the sum of $1,600, 
the amount now allowed by law to’ clerks ofthe third class, 
to be paid out of the patent fund. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend. a non-concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The amendment was non- -concurred i Tay 


Fortieth amendment: ABO i 

For the purchase of books for the library of the’ Patent 
Office, and for supplying a deficiency in former approptia- 
tions, the sum of $5,000, to be paid out of the patent fund. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 
the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-first amendment: 

To reimburse the patent fund for - -expenses already’ in- 
curred and paid for furnishing the new wing of the Patent 
Office building, the. sum of #16, 000 of the appropriation 
made by the act approved 31st of May, 1854, for furnishing 


said wing, be, aud the sameis hereby, authorized to be; 


transferred by the proper accounting officers of the Treas - 
ury to the credit of the patent fund. 


Mr. JONES. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend. a concurrence in the amend- 
ment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-second amendment: 

For the preservation of the collections of the Exploring 
Expedition; 

For compensation of keepers, watchmen, and laborers, 
$2,980; j 
_ For contingent expenses, $100, 


The:Committee of | 


Mr. JONES. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in. the 
amendment, 

The amendment was non-concurred i in. 

Forty-third amendment: 

For compensation of the Surveyor General of Washing- 
ton Territory, and the clerks in his office, $7,500.: 

Mr. JONES. The Committee of ‘Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- 
ment. -.: 

‘The: ‘amendment was concurred i in. 


~ -Forty-fourth amendment: ° 

Strike out the words: 

: & For compensation of ‘the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing, and the clerks. and messenger in his ofice,§6,595,? 
and in leu thereof insert the following: 

For compensation ‘of the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing; aud thè clerks and messenger in his office, $9,595: 
Provided, .'Phat the: joint resvlution, approved the 20th of 
July, 1854, shaji be so construed as to embrace the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing, and the clerks and messenger 
in his office. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means propose that the proviso in 
the Senate amendment be stricken out, and that 
then we concur in the amendment as amended. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Lhope the pro- 
viso will notbestricken out.’ ‘Phe messengers and 
clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Public 
Printing, as well as the Superintendent himself, 
are employed forthe purpose of execuiing the 
work of the two Houses of Congress. They are 
clearly legisiative employees, and, as such, are as 
much entitled ‘to this extra ‘compensation as any 
of the other officers employed about this building. 
I understand that a’ construction is put upon the 
resolution passed July 20, by which they are de- 
prived of the extra compensation allowed by that 
resolution. Ít séems to me right and proper, 
while the rest of the employees at both ends of 
the Capitol shall receive extra compensation under 
that resolution, that these gentlemen also should 
receive it. I hope the House will not strike out 
that proviso. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Superintend- 
ent receives himself $2,000, and his clerks, | 
believe, $1,500 each. 1 think that this compensa- 
tion is amply sufficient for the Superintendent and 
his clerks: 

Mr. STANTON. Almost every clerk in that 
department has more duties to perform, and is 
more constantly at work, than the clerks employed 
by the two Houses of Congress. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Towers conducted his 
business with two clerks; but now there are'four 
employed in this department. ‘The clerks in the 
State Department are excluded from the benefit of 
any increased compensation, as well as the clerks 
in the office of the Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing.: Thereare a great many clerks who do not 
enjoy the benefit of this extra compensation. Our 
object in recommending striking out a portion of 
this amendment was to let this question of in- 
creased compensation rest at present, so that. at 
the next session we may take up this subject and 
mature some proper system, which shall embrace 
all these clerks. 

Mr. STANTON. I have only to say, in reply 
to the gentleman, that the increase of business in 
the office maile it necessary to employ additional 
clerks. 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I desire to make 
an inquiry of the gentleman from Kentucky. I 
understand that the law i increasing the salaries of 
the clerks of both Efouses of Congress has been so 
construed as not to include the Superintendent of 
the Public Printing, and the clerks employed in 
his office. Now, T understand that the proviso 
has been added here in the Senate amendment, for 
the purpose of enabling them to receive additional 
compensation as the other clerks receive it. The 
duties of the Superintendent have increased in 
pr oportion to the amount of increase in the public 
printing. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the amend- 
ment has been exhausted already, and no further 
debate is in order. 

Mr. JAMES C: ALLEN. I move, then, to 
increase the amount of the appropriation. | 

The CHAIRMAN. Thereisno appropriation 
provided for in the proviso. 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I move, then, to 
strike out the words ‘clerks and messengers,” for 
the purpose of making a few remarks. 1 under- 
stand that, the construction given to that law cuts 


off the Superintendent.. of- Public Printing and 
his clerks employed in his office, from, any addi- 
tional compensation., If-it be right. to increase the 
compensation of the other clerks inthe Capitol 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Lriseio aques- 
tion of order. I understand that. the gentleman 
from Hlinois proposes to amend the amendment 
submitted by the Committee of Ways and, Means. 

. The CHAIRMAN. That.is the proposition. 

Mr. STEPHENS. . Then it is an amendment 
in the third degree, and is out of order... . 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to 
concur in the view of the question of order taken 
by the gentleman from Georgia. . Under the prac- 
tice of the House, wé have been. in the habit of 
treating the Senate’s amendment as an amend- 
ment, and it is only amendable in the second 
degree. The Chair, therefore, thinks that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois is not 
in order. 

Mr..PECKHAM. What does the Chair mean 
by the ‘© second degree ?”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment to an 
amendment is in the second degree. 

Mr. PECKHAM. | And was not the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Hlinois to amend. the 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; and that amendment 
which the gentleman from Illinois proposes to 
amend is itself an amendment to a pending amend- 
ment. That makes it in the third degree, and is 
not in order. 

Mr. PECKHAM.. Then no amendment can 
be in-ordey here at all? 

Mr. HENN. Has not the gentleman from 
IMinois a right to perfect the original amendment? 
The amendment of the Committee of Ways and 
Means isa motion to strike out; and the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Hlinois is in order, as 
it proposes to È erfect the Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS. There is no doubt about 
the question of order. The original question be- 
fore the Elouse is on agreeing to the Senate’s 
amendment. That isthe question pending. The 
Committee of Ways and Means proposes to 
amend it. That is an amendment in the second 
degree. The proposition of the gentleman from 
Ilinois now is to amend that proposed amend- 
ment.to the.Senate’s amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; but the. gentleman 
from Georgia is aware that it is in order to perfect 
the portion proposed to be stricken. out before a 
vote, can be taken on the amendment to strike 
out, the amendment to strike out being considered , 
as held in abeyance until the proposition to per- 
fect is disposed of. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Ilinois is nevertheless an amend- 
ment in the third degree. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
Chair, derived from .the suggestion of the gentle- 
man from lowa, the amendment of the Committee 
of Ways and Means to strike out cannot be en- 
tertained until the part proposed to. be stricken out: 
is perfected;, and it is this which. the amendment 
of the gentleman from Illinois proposes to do. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That is the case when the 
vote.is on the original proposition; but when it 
involves an amendment in the third degree, it 
cannot be entertained. And hence, when there is 
an amendment in the second degree proposing to 
strike out, the question is first to be taken on it. 
Otherwise we might multiply amendments to the 
tenth or hundredth degree. 

The CHAIRMAN. -The Chair thinks it is in 
order to amend any section proposed to be stricken 
out before the vote is taken on striking out; and 
upon that ground the Chair will hold the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ilinois in order. 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I was remarking, 
when interrupted by-the question of order, that, as 
1 understand, the construction given to the reso- 
lution raising ‘the salary of the clerks of this House, 
cuts off the Superintendent of Printing from the 
benefits of thatlaw. I presume that no member 
will dispute the fact that the business of that offi- 
cer has increased in quite as great a ratio as that 
of other clerks about this establishment; and I 
cannot, for the life of me, see why itis that you 
ought to cut him of from the, benefits of. the reso- 
lution increasing the salary. of .employees of the 
House of Representatives. . 

It does seem to me that. this bill should be so 
amended, that the Superintendent of the Public 
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Printing shall be permitted to take the increased 
salary, which Í have no doubt was intended to be 
given to him, at the time of the passage of that 
act; and from the receipt of which he has been 
excluded, by the fact that he holds his appoint- 
ment from the President of the United States, and 
is not an employee or appointee of this House. 

It seems to me that the amendment of the 
committee ought not to prevail. If there has 
been an increase of salary to other officers, and 
to the Clerk ofthe House of Representatives, the 
same reason which induced that increase, it seems 
to me, ought to apply to the Superintendent; for it 
is known, as I before remarked, that his business 
has inċreased in quite as great a proportion as 
that of the clerks about the Departments and of 
this House: : 

Mr. MURRAY. Iam opposed to striking out 
this proviso, and I wish to say only a word upon 
it, All the clerks about the Capitol have had 
their pay increased, with the exception of the Su- 
perintendent of the Public Printing, and theclerks 
in his office. Ido not know of any reason why, 
other clerks should be allowed an extra compen- 
sation, and the Superintendent and his clerks ex- 
cluded, They should all be placed upon the same 


footing, and l am therefore in favor of the amend- | 


ment passed by the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to ask 
the gentleman from New York a question, and 
that is, if he does not think that the Superintend- 
ent and his clerks now receive a sufficient com- 
pensation ? 

Mr. MURRAY. I was opposed‘to the increase 
of the compensation of any of the employees 
about the Capitol; but as the House has seen fit 
to increase the compensation of others, I. see no 
reason why these should not be included, and their 
compensation increased ‘also: 

Mr. JONES. But does not the gentleman 
think that they now get enough under the law as 
itis? 

Mr. MURRAY. I will be perfectly frank with 
the gentleman. I think they all get enough. I 
voted against the increase of compensation; but 
as the House saw fit to do it, I think ‘these gen- 
tlemen have equal claims to it. 

The question was taken upon Mr. ALLEN’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring on agreeing to the 


proposition to strike out the proviso of the forty- j; 


fourth amendment, 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cummine 

and CHAMBERLAIN were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the 

ed—ayes 73, noes 62. ` 


So the proviso was stricken out. 


tellers report- 


The question:then recurred upon the amendment | 


of the Senate, as amended; and being taken, was 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Forty-fifth amendment: 

Yn the five hundred and eighty-third line strike out 
$90,750, and insert ‘ $22,650,” so that the item, as 
amended, would read : è 

For compensation of the Secretary of War, anå the 


clerks, ‘messenger, and assistant messenger in his office, |i 


822,650. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Forty-sixth amendment: 

In the five hundred and ninety-third. line strike out 
$6 11,600,” and insert © $14,750,” so that the item, as 
amended, would read : an : 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Adjutant General, $14,750. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment. , 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Forty-seventh amendment: 

In line gix hundred and one strike out “ $14,000,” and 
insert “ S16,35U,? so that the ameudment, as amended, 
would read: i 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Quartermaster General, 316,350. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment. i 

‘The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Forty-eighth amendment: 


aeons 


and insert“ $12,350,” so that the clause, as amended, would. 
read: 

| For compensation of clerks and messenger in the office 
of the Payinaster General, 312,350. 

|_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a disagreement to 
that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Forty-ninth amendment: 

In line six hundred and seventeen strike out “ $3,009,” 
and insert ‘$9,350,’ so that the clause, as amended, would 
read: t i 

For compensation of the clerks and messengers in: thé’ 
office of the Commissary General ef Subsistence, $9,350. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend. a disagreement 
to that amendment. : 

I| ‘The amendment was non-conourred in. 


Fiftieth amendment: , 

In the following paragraph strike out “ 
sert in lieu thereof & $8,150 27? 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
Office of the Chief Engineer, $75,400. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
iof Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
ii rence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in, 


Fifty-first amendment: 

From the following paragraph strike out “ $4,400,” and 
Lin lieu thereof insert “ 33,750 °? 
|! For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
i 
| 


$7,400,”? and in- 


Office of the Surgeon General, $4,400. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


| in the amendment. 

| The amendment was non-concurred in. 

| Fifty-second amendment: 

i From the following paragraph strike out “85,600,” and in 
| Hen thereof insert ** $9,950: . 

| _ For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the of- 
| fice of the Colonel of Topographical Engineers, $5,600, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 


in the amendment. . 
The amendment was non-concurred in. ; 


Fifty-third amendment: 


From the following paragraph strike out “810,400,” and 
| insert in lieu thereof ‘312,150 2? 
| . For compensation of the clerks:and messenger in the.of- 
| fice of the Colonel of Ordnance $10,400. 


i Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, TheCommittee of 
' Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
| in the amendment. 2 : 

| The amendment was non-concurred in. 


j 
| Fifty-fourth amendment: 

| Strike out the following paragraph : j i 
| For printing and paper for the War Department, $2,400. 

| _Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. © The Committee of 
| Ways and Means recoznmend a concurrence in 
| the amendment. 

' The amendment was concurred in. 


|i Fifty-fifth amendment: 


lt June, 1854,” for the War Department, 3200. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee: 


| The amendment was non-concurred in.. 
| Fifty-sixth amendment: 


j; 
i 
t 
i 
i 


i! insert the words “ four hundred :? 
| oy k 

li Executive Buiidiug, $2,000. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
|| Ways.and Means recommend a concurrence in 
: the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 
Fifty-seventh amendment: 

From the following clause strike out ‘ $21,875 5° 


| 
i bei x 
|: men of the building corner of F and Seventeenth streets, 
| $2,250: 

f Forrent of house on northwest eornerof F and Seven- 


i War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, $21,873; 
For compeusation of superintendent and four watch- 
meno 


i 
| 
i 
| 50, and in tieu thereof insert the words : 


A 
T 
l fiv 
i, the sa 


i Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, 


sars, at the rent herein authorized, if, in his judgment, 
me shail be for the public interest. 


In line six hundred and fourteen strike out“ 810,900,” Í 


The Committee of | 
|| Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence |; 


Ways and Means recommend a ‘non-concurrence | 


For additional compensation for disbursing clerk and 
| superintendent of ‘Executive Building, provided in the third | 
|i Section’ of the aetof the 3d of Marth, 1853, entitled “ An i 
; act making appropriations for the civil and; diplomatic ex- | 
: penses of Government, for the year ending the 3Uth of | 


The Committee of | 
| Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence. | 


|} In the following paragraph, after the word“ thousand,” jj 


For compensation of four watchmen of the northwest i 


The Committee.of | 


For compensation of superintendent and fonr wateh- i 


i teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of i 


f the building corner of F and Seventeenth sireets, | 


“hirty-two thousand three hundred and seventy five | 
and the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to | 
d building, or some other, for a term not exceeding | 


i 


i 


E 
i 


| session of Congress.” 


rence in the amendment. - j 

Mr. HOUSTON: | That amendment is disa- 
greed to by the Committee of Ways and Means: 
and I desire to call the attention of thé committee 
to it, for a purpose which: I will. now State.’ Tt 


; proposes to increase the rent of thé Winder 


building to $30,000 per annum: Mr. Winder‘has 
given the Secretary‘of War notice to abandon ‘the 
building, or agréé to pay $80,000 rent per annum 
for five years: I wish to suggest whether it would 
not be better fous to amend the Senate’s amend: 
ment by offering- to ‘purchase the building “at 
$200,000, which was the proposition at the last 


{Cries of ** Yes!’ and Nor’) 


Mr, HOUSTON. ° [have'no feeling about the 


| matter; but it is evident that the Department will 


have to abandon the building 

lease’ at $30,000 per annum: 
Mr.CHANDLER. I would'ask ‘the chairman 

of the Committee of Ways and Means whether 

he understands the proprietor of the building will 

take $200,000 for it? i eke i 

` Mr. HOUSTON. Edò not know. ` He offered 


, or takea five years’ 


} fo take that ‘amount at thë last Congress, 


Mr, TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
following words: |” Yat che 

And that the Secretary. of War-be, and he is hereby, aus 
thorized, if, in his opinion, the interest of the United States 
would be promoted by the purcliase of the buidihg owned 
by Wiiliam H. Winder, and now rented by the Government, 
situated at the: corner of Seventeenth and: F streets, in the 
city of Washington, to purchase the same ata valuation to 
be made by disinterested patties; mutaally chosen by the 
Secretary of War and the proprietor, the amount of the val- 
uation, so to be ascertained, to:be paid by hint out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say- to- the gen- 
tleman from Ohio that he had better propose his 
amendment as a substitute for that of the Senate: 
Let it come in:immediately after the appropriation 
in the original text of the bill, because if the Sen- 
ate amendment should be. voted ‘down, then: -the 
amendment of the gentleman’ will go-with ite : 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. > F “would: inquire 
whether, “if my ‘amendwiént: be rejected, I could 
offer it-then by proposing to strike out the Senate 
amendment, and inseft'mine.in liew of it? : 

TheCHAIRMAN, It will be in order to mové 
to strike outand inserts | Hra cimelat aiii 

Mr. TAYLOR, Tofferit as an additional sec- 
tion. -In the early part of this séssion, the subi 


I move to-add the 


ject of purchasing: or renting W inder’s ‘building 


was discussed in the Committee ‘on Public Build- 


| ings and Grounds, of which Lama member, and 


the matter underwent a thorough examination by 
them This building has been in the occupancy 
of the Government for many years, at a rent of 
$21,800::: Reports of committees of the House in 
former Congresses were examined, and particu+ 
larly that. made: by my friend: from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Sranron,] in the last Congress, which now 
hold. ine my hands.” ft was recommended bythe 
Committee’on Pablic Buildings and:Grounds that 
this building should be purchased atthe sam of 
$250,000. Mr. Winder asked: $300,000, ‘and “a 
committee of this House two years ago proposed 
to give him $250,000 rather than rent it at $21,000 
and upwards a year. ‘It will be recollected by 
gentlemen who were'members of the last Congress 
that.the Committee of Ways and Means pro- 
posed—I: think my’ friend from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jones] suggested: 1t—that we should buy it'at 
$200,000, if Mr. Winder would agree to that price, 
and that we came within a few votes of assenting 
to the proposition. Mr. Winder stated to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds that 
he would agree to take that sum under-protest as 
being less than the building cost him; but he wag 
willing to take it'in order to save other property 
being sacrificed. 

l think, without pretending to be'a judge of the 
value of this property, although I have examined 
this subject carefully, that the Committee on Pubs 
lic Buildings and Grounds have made a proposi~ 
tion to the House which is a fair and just one to 
all parties. Whatisit? It is the amendment I 
send to the Chair, that the Secretary of War be 
authorized, if, in his opinion, it is necessary for 
the public interests, to buy this building at a valu- 
ation to be made by parties mutually chosen. I 
do not know what the building is worth. Mr. 
Winder says it cost him $250,000, but is willing, 


The Committee || as an honest and fair man, to abide by such a val- 
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uation., ‘The building is absolutely necessary: for 
the public convenience, and | think we ought to 
agree to this valuation. If I wished to sell a farm, 
I-should:be perfectly . willing..to: have a.valuation 
made under such, circumstances as is proposed 
here. . In my, opinion, it is the. best mode of pro- 
curing the building. If you say, as:the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Houston]-proposes, that you 
will buy the building for $200,000, will Mr. Win- 
der take it?. Will-you say that..you. will retain 
the building and not pay.the rent } It is,out_of our 
power,. because Mr. Winder gave legal: notice 
last December that he must have $30,000 instead 
of $21,000, in order t6 pay his taxes, insurance, 
and. have a reasonable return for, his outlay of 
capital. The building was put up, atthe request of 
the Government, They have occupied it for along 
series ol years. But they have not paid $20,000 
a year for it during the whole time. For a part 
of the time, when the building was unfinished, 
the proprietor received.only from $9,000 to $10,000 
for it. In my humble judgment, and in the judg- 
ment of. the Committee on Public. Buildings and 
Grounds, the best policy for this House to pursue, 
is to. authorize the purchase of the building in 
question, rather than to pay $30,000 a year rent 
for it, And, for one, I am perfectly willing that 
the Secretary. of War be authorized to purchase it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 1 am opposed 
tothe amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Taror.) I am opposed to the purchase of 
the building on the plans suggested.. At the.last 
Congress; I thought it would be much better for 
the Government to buy this building for $200,000. 
But that has not been done.. Congress refused to 
buy it. I have no doubt myself that the building 
cost more ‘than $200,000. “I have no doubt of 
the correctness of the statement: made by Mr. 
Winder, at the- last Congress. Ee was willing 
then.to take $200,000; but I know not whether he 
ia willing to take itnow.. My opinion is that it is 
worth more than.$200,000. He has since given 
notice.to the Government that the rent will be 
increased. I ask the chairman of the Committee 
of Waye and.Means, if he has had a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of War on the subject? 

Mr. HOUSTON, Yes; have had a commu- 
nication recoramending the purchase of the build- 


ing., f : i 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to have that icom- 
munication: read., 1 wish the committee to-be 
informed of the state of thecase; as laid down in 
the letter of the Secretary.of War. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thecommunication in ques- 
tion is down: in the committee room, but: {i will 
send for ite: The Secretary of War states the facis 


20: beens a eee Balk bass 

Mr. STEPHENS, (interrupting,} L know what 
the facta are, but I wish. the communication to be 
read to the committee... 0 o cesen £ 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I haye a letter from 

the Secretary of War on the subject, if the gen- 
tleman from Georgia desires to have it, read. . It 
is to the effect that it is better for the Government 
to buy the building. at $250,000. than to. pay 
$30,000 per year rent forit. : 
a Mr. STEPHENS. .. That.is a faet which. we 
all know.. What l want to bave read is a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and: Means, 
stating that he thinks that thls-rent is a:moderate 
rent; but that his opinion is, that Government had 
better buy the building than pay this rent for it, 
That is the opinion of the Secretary of War. 
The Government has got no other place for the 
transaction of the business to which this building 
is applied. 

Now, sir, | know no better thing for the House 
to do than to concur in the Snate’s amendment; 
and at the next session of Congress, if we can 
adopt some plan by which the building can be 
purchased, why let us adopt it. But for the 
time being we must pay the rent. I thought that 
the action of the House last session was wrong, 
and I think so yet. . 

Mr. McNAIR..- I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Georgia at-what time does the lease close? 

Mr. STEPHENS. . The lease. was for five 


s. 
Mr. McNAIR. But-how long is it from this 
Mr. STEPHENS. The present lease bas 


closed on the Ist of July. Before the expiration 
of the lease—-six months ago—a notice was served 


aot 


on the Government, as you will see from the letter 
of the Secretary of War; that the rent- would be 
increased. So that the Government now has got 
to pay the increased rent, or leave. There is no 
existing lease atall. And, as I remarked a moment 
ago, it is better for us to concur in the Senate’s 
amendment; and next winter, if we can make any 
terms with Mr. Winder for the purchase of the 
building, let us do it. I hope, therefore, that the 
committee will concur in the amendment of the 
Senate, ` Sera a an ane es 

Mr. GOODE. The gentleman from Georgia 
proposes:that we make.a temporary arrangement, 
and then-arrange the matter-next session, while: 
the landlord at this very time is insisting upon a 
general-arrangement for five years. I am willing 
to consent to the purchase now, if gentlemen who 
have examined the matter are willing that it should 
be done. 

Mr. STEPHENS. According to my sugges- 
tion, between this and the. next session of Gon- 
gress, the Secretary of War and Mr.. Winder can 
make any arrangement they can agree upon, and 
communicate that agreement to-the House. In 
the mean time, by a temporary arrangement, we 
can go on and use the building as we now are 
doing. ` : 

Mr. SAGE. Would it be in order to. make a 
suggestion to the gentleman from Ohio. . 1 desire 
that he should add to his amendment the words 
‘ata sum not exceeding $225,000.” ‘ 

Mr. TAYLOR. 1 cannot modify my amend- 
ment. ` 
- Mr. WALSH.. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio, by adding after 
the word valuation the words ‘ two hundred thou- 
sand dollars.’? 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendment is notin 
order now. - 

Mr, STEPHENS, of Georgia. 1 ask that the 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, which 
l requested from the gentleman from Alabama, 
may be now read. 

The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment: 
is in order until the pending amendment is dis- 
nosed of. If there is no objection, the letter will 

e read.. . j . 
© Mr. ROWE. I object.. 

The question was then taken upon Mr.‘Tay- 
Lor’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr..CRAIGE. I now move to amend. the 
amendment by inserting the following words: 

Provided, That the Secretary of War. may purchase the 
said building for a sum not exceeding $200,000, 

{ offer the amendment.in consequence of acon- 
versation I had with Mr. Winder at, or near. the 
commencement of the session. In the capacity of 
chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings 
and.Grounds, I had.a.conversation with him, and 
at that time he was willing to accept $200,000 for 
the building; and the committee to which | have 
the honor to belong, were unanimously of the 
opinion then, that the building ought-to be pur- 
chased, although we have a bill which we have 
been anxious to report for some time, providing 
for the completion of the Treasury Buildings and 
for the erection of a building for the War and In- 
terior Departments. The committee were of opin- 
ion that this building would be necessary for the 
use of the Government until those other buildings 
should be completed; and, at the same time, they 
thought they ought not to exceed that sum. The 
eommittee, however, finally agreed that the gen- 
tleman from Ohio should report a bill to purchase 
the building at $250,000. “But the effect of the 
present measure of the Senate, which will give 
$10,000 a year more for rent than we pay-now, 
will be to enhance the value of the property to 
such an extent, that the property cannot be pur- 
chased for anything like that money. If this pend- 
ing amendment is adopted, the result will be, that 
the Government will purchase the building. at 
that price, and I hope it will be adopted; for I think 
the building ought to be purchased. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. 
Winder has taken precisely the right course, in 
accordance with the usual practice of the House, 
to have this building purchased. If I recollect 
right, this very property was offered to us during 
the last session of Congress fora less sum than 
$200,000. If I am not mistaken, he offered us 
the same property then for about $180,000. 
now, I suppose he thinks that by raising the rent 
about $10,000, and threatening that he will turn 


I think that Mr. | 


But, ! 


us out, he can accomplish his object. And I 
think he is upon the high road to accomplish it. 

But, sir, I doubt whether there is any sincerity 
in this attempt. I would not vote for the propo- 
sition atall. I can see no reason. why we should 
at this time be dragooned into the purchase of a 
building which will be of no earthly.use to us 
whatever. The only possible advantage that can 
be derived from the purchase of the building is, 
that if it should be set on fire it would burn every 
thing in it.. Sir, when a similar proposition was 
under discussion, upon a former occasion, it was 
stated that the building was so rickety that when- 
ever a storm came up the clerks were compelled 
to flee out of it, for fear it would tumble down 
over their heads. A part of the roof has been 
blown off since I have been here, and the whole 
roof leaks like a riddle. 1 doubt very much 
whether, if the Government were out of the way, 
the building could. be rented for $10,000. 

Mr. CRAIGE: . I desire to ask the gentleman 
if the roofs of other Government. buildings have 
not been blown off under similar circumstances; 
and further, whether the building is not in the ac- 
tual occupancy of the Government, and one hun- 
dred and forty clerks employed in it? , 

Mr. McNAIR. That panic among the clerks 
took place at the time of the earthquake. . 

Mr. JONES. I say 1 doubt whether, by any 
manner of means, that building could be made to 
bring more than $5,000 if the Government were 
to abandon it. The building is nat needed by the 
Government even now. The Surgeon General’s 
Office is there, the Pension. Office is. there, and 
other offices are there; but if they were distributed 
among the different departments of the Govern- 
ment, room enough could be found for them, 
where the papers connected with them would be 
much safer than where they are. . . : 

Iam opposed to the amendment, and hope no 
prodsion will be made for the purchase of this 

uilding. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the gentleman from North Carolina that he sub- 
stitute his amendment for that of the Senate. 
The two propositions would come very awkward- 
ly in the same amendment. à 

Mr. CRAIGE. I accept the gentleman’s sug- 
gestion, and, offer, the amendment as a substitute., 

Mr. Craice s amendment was again read, 

Mr. TAYLOR. . If the amendment.be adopted, 
how would the paragraph then read? . It seems 
to me that it does not provide for the rent at all. 

The CHAIRMAN.. It provides the original 
sum passed on when the bill was. pending before 
the House, E sana, 4 

Mr. TAYLOR. It is offered then ag a substi-. 
tule for the Senate amendment? 

Mr. CRAIGE.... I. propose..to purchase the 
building and not to rent itat all. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Does not the gentleman pro- 
pose to rent it all? ; 

Mr. CRAIGE. No, sir. . 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will look 
at what immediately precedes the Senate’s amend- 
ment, he will find that, if we vote down.that amend-. 
ment, we fall back on the original text’of the bill, 
which proposes to rent the building for $19,500 
perannum. Then would come in the proviso, 
authorizing the purchase of the building for 
$200,000. j 

Mr. TAYLOR. I understand that the Senate’s 
amendment is to strike out the provision for rent 
altogether. f i 

The CHAIRMAN.. The Chair understood the 
amendment of the gentleman from. North Caro- 
lina, to be a substitute for the amendment of the 
Senate. ee ee ie i 

Mr. CRAIGE. Yes, sir, and. to leave the 
original text of the bill. f 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman’s 


| amendment provides for non-concurring in that 


portion of the Senate’s amendment which strikes 
out, and substituting what has been read at the 
Clerk’s desk for what the Senate proposes to in- 
sert. . 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman’s amend 
ment be adopted it willmake no provision for pay- 
ing rent. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Oh! yes. 

The CHAIRMAN. . ifthe gentleman offers his 
amendment as a substitute, that will be its effect. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia.. The gentle- 
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man’s amendment is out of order. 
to amend the original text. 

Mr. CRAIGE. The gentleman from Georgia 
misapprehends my amendment. It does not pro- 
pose to amend the original text. It leaves that as 
it is, but proposes to substitute other words for || 
those of the Senate amendment, 

Mr. STEPHENS. The amendment of the 
Senate was to strike out certain words, and to in- 
sert in lieu thereof other words. 

Mr. CRAIGE, I propose to let: the original 
text stand, so far as the rent is concerned. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The gentleman wants the 
original text to stand as it was, and to substitute | 
for the Senate’s amendment what he has offered? 

Mr. CRAIGE. Yes sir. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That cannot be done. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. . I understand 
the gentleman to ‘substitute his amendment for 
what the Senate proposed to add. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The gentleman proposes 
to. disagreeto the Senate’s amendment, and to add | 
something to the original text. | 

Mr. WASHBURN. May he not amend the |! 
Senate amendment, or any part of it, by striking 
it out, and substituting anything else? He pro- | 
posed to strike out a part of what the Senate has 
adopted, and insert something else. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair then under- || 
stands. the amendment of the gentleman from 
North Carolina to be to agree to the Senate amend- | 
ment, with an amendment. j 

Mr. CRAIGE. If the Chairman will look at 
the beginning of the clause, commencing at the | 
six hundred and seventy-first line, he will find that | 
it reads thus: i 

“For rent of house on northwest corner of F and Seven- 
teenth streets, ar such other building as the Secretary of 
War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, $21,875. 

‘Lam willing that that should be left in, and after 
the six hundred and seventy-seventh line, instead 
of ‘ $32,375,’ insert: 

Provided that the Secretary of War may, ifhe sees proper, 
purchise the building at a sum not exceeding $200,000. i 

I am perfectly satisfied that Mr. Winder will | 
take $200,000. H 
“ Mr RICHARDSON, I desire to ask the Chair | 
a question for information. Does not the fact |! 
that the committee disagree to the amendment of f 
the Senate leave the bill as it passed the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. If they disagree to the | 
amendment of the Senate. 

. Mr. HOUSTON If the gentleman from North 
Carolina will modify his amendment, I think it 
will be in‘order—so as to make this clause precede | 
what he has already sent to the Chair: 
` For rent of house on northwest comer of F and Seven- 
teenth: streets, or sach other building as the Secretary of 
War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, 

; | 

Then it will be in order as a substitute for the | 
original text and the Senate amendment. 

Mr. CRAIGE agreed to the modification. 


The amendment, as modified, was read as fol- | 
lows: | 

For rent of house on northwest corner of F and Seven- | 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 4 
War may select, and warming ali the rooms in it, $21,575: | 
Provided, That the Secretary of War be authorized to H 
purchase said building at a sum not exceeding $200,000. | 

Mr. TAYLOR. [understand that as going 
back to. the original text of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. | The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
still in the text. 

Mr. TAYLOR, Certainly they are. 

Mr. JONES. If the gentleman from North i 
Carolina will commence his amendment with the 
words proposed to be stricken out by the Senate, || 
($21,875; for compensation of superintendent and |} 


four watchmen of the building corner of F and ‘| 
i 


It proposes 


i 
i 
i 
i 
1 


These words are || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
t 
i 
j 
| 
' 
i 
| 

| 


*The amendment as modified, was again re- 
ported. 

Mr. JONES. The first part of that amend- 
ment is bere in the original House bill, and the | 
Senate has not stricken it out. l 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from : 
North Carolina will modify his amendment so as | 


to commence in line six hundred and seventy- 
seven, 

Mr. STEPHENS. Let him strike out the 
Senate’s amendment and insert the proposition in 


| his own words, beginning with the words $21,875. 


Mr. CUMMING. I want to say one word. 
Add to the amendment the words. ‘or such other 
building.” [t appropriates $200,000 for any build- 
ing, so far as 1 can see. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I wish to ask a ques- 
tion for information. 1 desire to know whether 
it is competent for this committee to adopt a sub- 
stitute for the Senate’s amendment? If so, there 
is not the slightest difficulty in obviating all the 
difficulties in which the committee is involved. 
Now, what is the Senate’s amendment? 

{Cries of ** Order !’’ and ** Question py 

The CHAIRMAN. The modified amendment 
of the gentleman from North Carolina will per- 
haps meet the views of the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee. The gentleman from North Carolina pro- 
poses to strike out that which the Senate strikes 
out, and insert the folowing in lieu of that which 
the Senate has inserted. After the word “it,” 
in the six hundred and seventy-third line, insert 
the following words: 

Twenty-one thousand eight hundred and seventy: five 
dollars : Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
authorized to purchase the said building at a sum not ex- 
ceeding $200,000. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I suppose it 
is in order to move to amend this proposition by 
striking out. We certainly have a right to per- 
fect it before the question is taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
further amendment at this time is not in order. 

Mr. STANTON. I propose to make the Sen- 
ate amendment, as it now stands, more acceptable 
to the House by my amendment; and perhaps, if 
my amendment:should make it more acceptable, 
it would defeat the amendment of the gentleman 
from North Carolina. : f 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order, 

Mr. WALSH... I wish to ask my friend from 
North Carolina one question, and that is, whether 
he desires, by his amendment, to leave it optional 
with the Secretary of War to rent this or any 
other building; but that if he purchase any build- 
ing, he must purchase this alone? . 

Mr. CRAIGE. My amendment doesnot make 
it imperative that he shall. parchase any build- 
ing. 

"The question now beingon Mr. Craice’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. OLDS called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHAMBER- 
LAIN and Kirrrepce were appointed. : 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 87, noes 36.. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 now propose 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I wish to amend 
the amendment which has just been voted upon. 

Mr. JONES. You cannot do that. The amend- 
ment has been adopted, and it is not competent 
for the committee to amend it now. 

Mr. SMITH. What propose is, to offer a 
proviso to come in at the end of the amendment 


i which has been adopted; I have the right to do 
| that. J ; 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ten- |; 


nessee was first recognized, and is entitled to the 
floor. ‘ 

Mr. SMITH. I rise to a question of order. I 
desire to amend the amendment which has just 
been voted upon. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see, as I understand it, wishes to amend the bill 
further on. If the gentleman is allowed to make 
his motion, it will cut me off from making mine. 


i I desire to offer a proviso to the amendment which 
has been adopted, and I hold that that amend- 


ment must take precedence of a motion to amend 
the bill farther on. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 


i question of order. 


Mr. SMITH. But Jet me say a word in ex- 
lanation. Thisbuilding is not paid for. 
Mr. JONES. [understand all that, 
Mr. SMITH. Well, I appeal to the gentleman 
to allow my amendment to be read. 
Mr, JONES. I have no objection to the gentie- 
man’s amendment being read; but I submit, as a 


question of order, that the amendment. having 
been adopted, no amendment to it can be enter- 


tained. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair thinks the 
amendment cannot be amended in the present 
stage of proceeding. ke ; i 

Mr. SMITH. T appeal to the committe 
allow my amendment to be read. 

Mr, JONES. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. SMITH. The amendment offered by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, which has been 
adopted by the committee, as a substitute for the 
amendment of the Senate, is liable to bring us into 
trouble in the form in which it has been adopted. 
This building has not been paid for, and I pro- 
| pose to add a proviso that, in the event of the 
purchase of the building, a portion of the money 
to be paid shall be applied to pay for the materials 
and labor expended in the erection.of the building ' 
which are still due, Winder’s building, as it is 
i called, but the title is not even in Winder. . 

Mr. HIBBARD. [rise to a question of order. 
L refer the Chair to Jefferson’s Manual to show 
that, when an amendment has been adopted as a 
substitute, it is impossible to amend it. m 

Mr. SMITH. fe has not been adopted. There 
is no reason why the Chair should not entertain 
the amendment. The amendment of. the gentle- 
man from North Carolina has been adopted asa 
| Substitute for the Senate’s amendment, but the 
i question has not been taken upon the adoption of 
| the amendment of the Senate as amended; and, 
| therefore, amendments are still in order. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to 
the gentleman from Virginia, that, even if the 
amendment which had been adopted could be 
amended, he would not. hold the amendment 
| which the gentleman proposes to offer to be in 
į order, for the reason that it proposes to control 
| the disposition. of money which is appropriated 
| for the purchase of this building. ; : 
|. Mr. SMITH. The Chair does not understand 
my amendment. I presume he has not. read it. 
Ithas been read to the committee. [Cries of 
‘t Order !?"] It.is no use for gentlemen to cry 
“Order.” Tam in order; and I ask that. my. 
amendment may. be read. |, Sier n tat 

[Renewed cries of * Order PJ, 7 > 

Mr. SMITH. Iam not out of order. A 

a CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is. out of 
order. $ s i 

Mr. CULLOM. The Chair has recognized 
my colleague, (Mr. Jongs,] and the gentleman 
from Virginia is not in order. best od 

The CHAIRMAN: The proposition will be 
| read, if there be no objection, for the information 
i of the committee. . ` 
There being no objection, Mr. Smiru’s amend- 

ment was read by the Clerk, as follows: 
| Provided, That in the purchase or leasing of said build 
ing it shall be agreed that the rents, as.they fall due, or the 
purchase money, as the case may be, shal be applied by 
| the Secretary of War to pay all arrears which may be due 
j for labor and materials expended in the construction of said 
j building. Daw! 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules: the 
amendment out of order, 
| Mr.SMITH. [appeal from that decision of 

the Chair. i 

ł would like to call the Chair 
point. ; 

[Cries of * Order!?’} tps 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must re- 
| member that debate is not in order. i 
i Mr. SMITH. I do not wish to debate the ques- 
i tion, : ; 
| The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman desires 
to state the ground on which he appeals from the 
l decision of the Chair, it will bein order for him 
i to do so. Debate, however, is not in order, 

Mr. SMITII. I do not desire to debate the 
| question. The ground of my appeal from the de- 


| cision of the Chair is this: The amendment of the 
{| gentleman from North Carolina provides for the 
| making of a contract, and my amendment merely 
| provides one of the terms of that contract, and is, 
| therefore, in my opinion, strictly in order, 

| ‘The question was taken on the appeal; and the 
; decision of the Chair was sustained, 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. As the amend- 
iment of the gentleman from North Carolina has 
| been adopted, I now propose that we disagree in 
| so much of the Senate’s amendment as proposes 
Í to strike out the words, ‘‘for compensation of 


eto 


‘ 
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i 
superintendent and four watchmen of the building 


cörnér of Fand seventeenth streets, $2,250,’" and 
with so much as proposes to insert the words 
« $39:375; and the Secretary of War is hereby 


authorized to lease’ said building; or’ some ‘other; | 


for a term not exceeding. five years, af the rent 
herein “authorized, if, in his judgment, the ‘same 
shall be for the public iuter st T if the amend- 
ment which T propose: be adopted, then ‘the’ bill 
will be left’ with ‘an ‘appropriation ‘for the renting 
of thé’ nildidg at'the present ie ‘and “authority 
tòp it at $200,000." Fhat. is what T think 
ought të bedone, and what T suppose this tom: 
mittee ' desires to be done, judging from the vote 
just take: ‘ 
°Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. ` desired very mitch, 
before'the question was taken'on the amendment 
of my ‘frieiid from North Carolina, [Mr. Craice;] 
‘to have offered an amendment, and ‘made’ some 
Statéments in.reply to what fell from the gentle- 
man from’ New ‘York, [Mr. Joyss,] as’ to this 
being’an entirely: worthless building. I wilt now 
merely state that the gentleman ‘from New York 
is ‘antagonistic in his opinion to the Committee 
on the Public Buildings and Grounds ‚of the last 
Congressi ahd one of its members was himself 
an éxperieticed practical builder.” They said that 
the building had béeen'constructed: with great care, 
of good material} and is perfectly firë- proof. Now, 
Tam aware that’ the committee ‘has adopted an 
amendment to purchase’ the’ ‘building; but I am 
not stall certain ‘as to the propriéty of the amount 
stipulated tobe paid. ` I't is saif’to have cost more 
than $200,000: ` Property has advanced in Value 
in’ this city? ani ground ‘Tas’ aļso, advanced with 
ats rapidity. > 
ANE, of Oregon. Time’ is of ‘great 
vale now; and T ‘would: ask, ‘Mr., Chairman, 
Whether the géniletman from Obio is in order? 
“The CHAIRMAN, The Chair’ thinks that the 
gentleman from Ohio is in order. ° 
“Mt. TAYLOR. I shall not detain the com- 
mittée long: Mr. Robert Mills, who was in the 
public employment some years ago as an architect, 
stated that this property was worth $260,000; and 
the committee at the lust Congress’ recommended 
that it should be purchased for $250,000. - It was 
stated in a report of the committee at the last ses- 
sion that thé proprietor would take $300,000 for it. 
Now, this committee has voted that he shall sell it 
for $200, 000, and be forced to take, $l, ,000 per 
adinum rent, when he asks $30, 000." W eare now 
oéctipying the building ara private citizen Without 
his consent, and giving hima pride for ‘its Use far 
below what lie Has ‘asked. Now, Tam aivare'that 
the gentleman from North Carolina hada private 
conversation with Mr. Winder, in whieh the latter 
agreed to take: $200,000 for- his building. TF under- 
stood him“ to'say that he ‘wold not take ‘that 
amount for ity and hence the amendment that: it 
should be purchased at a valuation. : 
Mr. CRAIGE, . There is no difficulty on.that 
subject. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Are you aware that Mr. Wine 
der will take $200,000. for the: property ? 

Mr. CRAIGE. [am not. 
Mr. TAYLOR sof Ohio. 
derstand the propasition—— pA 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine.: [ submit that 

there is no proposition before the committee. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the object which the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Jonge] had in view, was accomplished 
by the amendment of ‘the gentleman from North 
Carolina, (Mr. Crarce.] 
” Mr. WASHBURN. . Exactly, and there is no 
queen before the committee. 

SMITH, of Virginia. I, hope to be in- 
ulead by the House for a moment in making a 
remark, asl am really desirous of information in 
regard to this matter. {f we authorize this prop- 
erty to be rented or purchased, can we not attach 
to ita condition that the rent shall be applied to 
this. purpose of paying for the material? 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decided that 
such an amendment would not be in order. 


Inasmuch as Iun- 


- Fifty-eighth amendment: 

For compensation of. superintendent ; and four watchmen 
of-the building. on the corner of F and Seventeenth streets, 
$2,600. 

: Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a concurrence in that amendment. 

:© Phe amendment was concurred i in. 


“Fifty-ninth amendment: 

- Strike out in line six hundred and ninety-one “¢ seven 
thousand oné,** and insert ff lieu thereof “ eight thousand 
seven,’ 80 asto make the clause read:as follows: 

For compensation ofthe Secretary of the Navy,,and the 
clerks, messenger, and assistant. messenger in his office, 
$8,700. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee.. 
recommend, a non- concurrence. , 

The amendment was non- -concurred in. 


Sixtieth amendment: 


; Im line-six hundred.and ninety-nine strike out the words 
“ten thousand eight hundred, ”? and insert ia lieu thereof 
the words “eleven thousand six hundred and fifty,” so as 
to make the clause read: 

~ For-compensation of the chiefof the Bureau of Ordnance 
and Hydrography, and the clerks and messėngerin his of- 
fice, $11,650. : 

Mr. JONES,. of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a non-concurrence in that amend ment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. ` 


Sixty-first'amend tient: 

In line seven hujdred . and six strike, out the words 
thirteen thousand seven hundred,’’and. insert in lieu 
thereof the words “fourteen thousand eight hundred and 
fifty,??.so:as to make the clause read.: 

For compensation of the. chief of the Bureau of Navy 
Yards and Docks, and of the, civil engineer, clerks, and 
messenger, in his office, (B14, 850. : 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. . The committee 
recommend a non-concurrence in that amendment. 
. The amendment was non-concurred, in. 


” gixty-seċóñid amendment: ot i; 

In page thirty, line seven hundre and fifteen, strike it 
| the words: ** twenty thousand: eight hundred,” "and insert 
the words. ‘£ twenty-two thousand five hundred and: fifty. ?? 


The clause, as amended, reads: 


‘For eonipensatiow of the Chief of the Bureau of Construc- 
tion, Equipment, and Repairs, and of the chief naval coat 
structor, engineer-in-chiel and the'clerks'and messenger, 
in his office, $22,550, . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. - The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend.-a: non-concur- 
rence in that amendment. I will-state.to the com- 
mittee that quite a:number of these-small. amend- 
ménts were made bythe Senate, to: conform this 
bill to ‘that for theincreased compensation, passed: 
some time ago. The Committee of Ways and 
Means-have.a proposition to put theni‘alk inta’the 
one clause. That is the reason why they recom- 
mend non-concurrenee in: this. ; 

-The aniéndment‘was noù- concurred i in. 


Sixty-third amendment: =~! > 

Page itty, tiie seven hundred and twenty: two, strike 
out the words “ seven thousand three handred,” and insert 
in lieu thereof the wards eight thousand one hundred a and 
i fifty.” 
The clause, as amended, reads: - 


For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
Bureau of Provisions and. Clothing, $8,150. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The. Committee 
j of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence. ‘ 

The ‘amendment was non- -condurned i in: 

Sixty-fourth amendment: : 

Page thirty, line seven hundred and twenty-eight, strike 
out $7,900,” and insért in licu thereof <t $8,350, 7 

The clause; as amended, reatls: 


For compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of Medi- 
i cine and Surgery, and the clerks and messenger in his 
office, $8,350. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
| rence. ` 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Sixty-fifth amendment: 

Strike out the following clause: 


20 a printing’ and paper for the Navy Department, 
g 


Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. 


The committee 


The Committee 


The question recurring on the amendment, as || Of Ways and ‘Means recommend a concurrence. 


amended, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded tell- 
ers; which were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and a division being 
had, there were—ayes 80, noes not counted. 
a ‘Sb the amendment, as amended, was concurred 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-sixth amendmeit: 


For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent 
of Executive Building, provided in the third section of the 
aet of the 3d of Mareh, (853, entitled “ An act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the’ year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” for 
thé Navy Depariment, $200. 


Mr. JONES; of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was non- concurred i in, | 


. Sixty-seventh amendment: 

Page thirty-one, line seven hundred and forty-eight, after 
the word ‘$ thousand, >» add the words ‘four hundred. » 

_ The clause, ‘as amended, reads:. 


“For compensation of: four watchmen of. the. southwest 
Executive Building, $2,400. s 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a coricuirence in 
that amendment. ; 

The amendment :was eoricurred i in.. 


_Sixty-eighth amendment: | 

Page thirty- two, line seven ‘hundred and sixty, strike out 
“<-$1,450,?? and insert in Heu, thereof. the: following words, 
Sand messengers of said Department, $150,150. a” 

The clause, as amended, reads: 


For compensation of temporary ‘clerks necessarily em- 
ployed from the 9th of May, 1853, ‘to-the 30th of June, 
1854, and messengers of- said Department, $150,150, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non‘concurrence 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was non- -concurred i in, 


Sixty-ninth amendment: 


For compensation of temporary Clerks necessarily em- 
ployed from the month of May, 1853, to the 30th of June, 
1854, $1,450 98.- 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee: The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment, 

The amendment was non- „concurred i in: 


Seventieth amendment: 


For additional for disbursing clerk’ and superintendent of 
Executive Building provided inthe third section’ of the act 
of the third of March, 1853, entitled An act thaking appro- 
priations for the civil and ‘diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment for the year ending the oth June, 1854,7 for the Post 
Office Department, $20 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.’ 1 
Ways and Means recommend a non- -¢onéurrence. 

The amendment was ñon- concurred i in, 


Seventy-first amentlment: 
For compensation of three watchmen for: the Post Office 


tt 


ae 


| Building, $1,800. 


‘Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.. ‘The Committee of 
Ways and, Means recommend a, ‘Non-coneurrence 
in.that amendment., “fs 

The amendment was ‘dtieonourted’: in. 


Seventy-second amendment: ; : 

Page thirty- three; line seven. hundred and eigbty- -three, 
strike ont “for printing.and paper for Post Office Depart- 
ment, $1; 000, 3 and inserti in lieu thereof: 

For paper "and printing for the Executive Department, 
including paper; printing, and:binding the annuat “ State- 
ment of Commerce and Navigation,” and paper and printing 
the annual ‘Estimates of Appropriations,” $30;800. , 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommends 2 concurrenge 
in that amendment, 

Lhe amendment was concurred in, 


Seventy- -third and seventy- -fourth amendments: 

Page thirty three, line seven hundred. and iminety- eight, 
insert the. words‘ ‘assistant melter, and refiners and in dine 
seven hundred and ninety-nine atrike out 6 323,400.) and 
insert in lieu thereof ‘< a4, 900, 1 80 as to make the ‘clause 
read: 

For salaries of the director, treasurer, assayer, melter, and 
refiner, “chief -coiner, atid: etigraver, “assistant surveyor, 
assistant melter, and refiner, and. seven clerks, gA, 900. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Wiys and 
Means recomménd a noù- concurrence in those 
amendments. 

The amendments were severally non- concurred 
in. 


Seventy-fifth amendment: 


Insert after the appropriations . for the Mint at New Or- 
leans, the following: 

For rebuilding portions of walls and compiete repairs o f 
the building of the branch Mint at New. Orleans, $55,000, 


Mr: HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend that the House concur in 
that amendment with an amendment. The com- 
mittee propose to strike out *€55,000,’’ and insert 
in lieu thereof ‘4 $37,000.” - 

The amendment of the committee was agreed 
to. 

The amendment of the Senate, as thus amend- 
ed, was then concurred in. 


Seventy-sixth amendment : 


Page thirty-six, line eight hundred and seventy-one, un- 
der the head of Territory of Oregon,” strike out “twenty,” 
and insert in lieu thereof “ thirty,” s0 as to make itread : $ 
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For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembiy, $30,000. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- | 
ment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventy-seventh amendment: i 


the appropriation for the cantingent expenses of the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico, strike out “ $1,000,” and insert in lieu 
thereof, “including the compensation of the person em- 
ployed by the Governor as a translator, $1,500; so as to | 
make-the clause read: 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, including the 
compensation of the person employed by the Governor as 
a translator, $3,500. i] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I propose an |) 
amendment to that clause, by adding at the end || 
of it the following: i 

And ‘the Clerk of the House of Representatives shall |i 
pay to William Carr Lane, out of the contingent fund 
thereof, mileage and per diem to the day when the contest |} 
for the seat as a Delegate from the Territory of New Mexi- 
co was decided. | 

Mr. LETCHER. Is that amendment inorder? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Itis irrelevant. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the į 
point of order well taken, and rules the amend- | 
ment out of order. i . 

Mr. STANTON. There is certainly a law 
authorizing the appointment of a Delegate from |! 
that Territory to this Congress. i f 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The question is |! 
not debatable. ; li 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairrules the amend- 
ment out of order, upon the ground that it is not 
germane to the Senate amendment, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If the gentle- | 
man from Kentucky will look forward to line 
eight hundred and eighty-nine, he will see where 
his amendment will be.germane. 

The question was then taken on the Senate 
amendment, and it was concurred in. 


Seventy-eighth amendment: | 

Page thirty-six, line eight hundred and cighty-one, among i 
the appropriations for the Territory of New Mexico, insert, | 
i including the compensation of the person employed by | 
the Governor to revise and correct the laws of New Mex- 
ico, and the expense of printing the same,” so as to make 
the clause read : 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the | 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembly, including the compensation of the 
person employed by the Governor to revise and correct the 
laws of New Mexico, and the expense of printing the same, 
$20,000. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee | 


Page thirty-six, line eight hundred and seventy-six, in ae to exist legitimately. 
f 
i 


of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. . if 

Seventy-ninth amendment: 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay for the 
preservation of the archives of the Territory from May Sth | 
to September 9th, 1852, $420. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend an agreement to 
the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Rightieth amendment: 

For the payment of Richard H. Weightman for mileage 
and per diem compensation for the second session, Thirty- 
First Congress, as an agent claiming to be a Senator elect | 
from New Mexico, $2,460. f 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Coramittee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in that amendment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
amend that amendment by adding at the end the 
following: 

And the Clerk of the Houge of Representatives shail pa 
to William Carr Lane, out of the contingent fund thereo 
mileage and per diem to the day when the contest for a 
seat as Delegate from the said Territory of New Mexico i; 
was decided. j 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, [ submita ques- 
tion of order in reference to this amendment. Ít: 
is not in order, because there is no law anthoriz 
ing the ap opriation. 

The cH AIRMAN. 
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I propose to | 


ij 

i 
iH 
i 
a 


The Chair decides that 


the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
is not in order, upon the ground that it is not 


; which the Chairman draws. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


RIVES, 


The CHAIRMAN. it will not. 


Mr. STANTON. Then I must appeal from 
the decision of the Chair; and I ask for tellers 


upon the appeal. 


Exuiorr, of Kentucky, were appointed. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 
the question. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has ruled the 
to be in order, upon the ground, among others, 


Senate under consideration. That is a sufficient 


reason for his decision, and the question, therefore, || 


is, ‘f Shall the decision of the Chair remain as |i concurrence in that amendment. 


the jüdement of the committee ?”? 
r. MILLSON. 
verse the decision of the Chair, I desire to ask if 


| it will then be in order to object to the amendment | 


for another reason than that now stated ? 


The CHAIRMAN. Should the committee re- | 
verse the decision of the Chair, he will then rule | 
: the amendment to be in order. 
Mr.MILLSON. Then ! desire to state another i 


reason why the amendment is not in order. 
Mr. KERR. I object. 


Mr. MILLSON. “Have I not the right to state ` 


reasons why the amendment is not in order? 


ending. 
3ut E desire to state addi- 


an other while that is 
Mr. MILLSON. 


tional reasons why the amendmentis not in order. | 


[Cries of t Order !? * Order °°} 
Mr. MILLSON. 


to pay money out of the contingent fund of this 
House. 

Mr. HUNT. 
The gentleman from Virginia is out of order. He 
is making an argument. 


The question was then taken on the appeal; and | 
the decision of the Chair was sustained; the tell- | 


ers having reported—ayes 73, noes 51. 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. 
amendment: 


That the widow of Samuel E. Thurston, late Delegate 
m Oregon, be allowed the difference hetween the mileage 


i her late husband received as such Delegate, and that al- . 
! lowed the present Delegate. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
that amendment is in order? 


TheCHAIRMAN. The Chairrulesthe amend- `i 


ment offered by the gentleman from Oregon outof 


| order, upon the same ground that he ruled the} 
| amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky out | 
| of order. 
i Mr. JONES. The committee recommend a `i 
|! non-concurrence in the eightieth amendment. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move to strike 


out the name of. “ Roger H. Weightman,” and 
ii insert in lieu thereof ‘* William Carr Lane;’? and 
1 also to strike outthe word ‘ Senator,’ and insert 
i in lieu thereof the word “ Delegate.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The same objection would 


apply to the amendment offered by the gentleman |! 


from Kentucky, as to the amendments that have 
been already offered and ruled outof order. The 
proposition is to make s complete change of the 
existing 


t 
Mr. STANTON. 


ł cannot see the distinction 


offer is to pay a Delegate sent by the people of 


New Mexico to this Congress. I propose to sub- : 


J I ask the Chair whether, if | 
this section inserted by the Senate be rejected, it | 
will then be in order to offer mine as an independ- | 
ent section? 


I ask the Chair to state | ‘ 
i| Kighty-second amendment: 


‘| To reimburse the fand appropriated to defray the pay 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky not | 


If the committee should re- : 


I ask the Chair if itis com- | 
petent for the Senate to vote upon a proposition | 
ii P. Buckner and Pierce Crosby, passed midship- 


I rise to a question of order. <i 
H 1823, and the act approved May 26,1824, supple- 


I offer the following | 


Task the Chair if | 


New Senies....No, 128, 


stitute the name of William Carr Lane in the 
place of that of Roger H. Weightman; but, ac- 
cording to the decision of the Chair, the amend- 
ment cannot be made. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
of the Senate was non-concurred in. 


Righty-first amendment: 


Strike out in the nine hundred and thirty-fifth and nine 
hundred and thirty-sixth lines 810,500,7 and insert in lieu 
thereof $11,500 ;” it being hereby provided that the re- 
spective salaries of the Governor and superintendent of 
Indian affairs be increased to $2,000 per annum; 30 as to 


il make the clause read as follows: 


For salaries of Governor, superintendent of Indian af- 
fairs, three judges, and secretary, $11,500; it being hereby 
provided that the respective salaries of the Governor and 
superintendent of Indian affairs be increased to $2,000 per 
annum. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerr, and | Mr, JONES. The committee recommend a 


non-concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


and mileage of members of the Legislative Assembly and 
the contingent expenses thereof, the amount fraudulently 


Par ij tak sai O iev 
that it iesnot germane to the amendment of the i taken from said fund by Henry V. Colter, and to relieve 


| Charles H. Mason, Secretary of said Territory, from bis 
| liability therefor, $2,000, 


Mr. JONES. The committee recommend a 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighty-third amendment: 

For compensation and expenses of commission to frame 
a code of laws for the Territory, $2,500. í 

Mr. JONES. The committee recommend a 
non-concurrence in the amendment, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

The committee here rose informally; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message in 
writing was received from the President of the 
United States, by Storey Wensren, Esq., hig 
Private Secretary. : 


The CHAIRMAN. One question of order is ‘| ENROLLED BILLS, 


already pending, and it is not in order to raise ‘| 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
i Bills reported as correctly enrolled the following 
| bills and joint resolutions; which thereupon re- 
ceived the signature of the Speaker: , 
Joint resolution for the relief of John A. Bryant; 
An act for the relief of William G. Smith; 
An act for the settlement of the claims of W. 


men in the United States Navy; 
An act to revive the act approved March 3, 


mental thereto, in reference to the Rio Hond 
claims to land in Louisiana; ` 
Joint resolution giving one hundred and sixty 
acres of land to Francis M. Gwyn, of Indiana; 
An act for the relief of Wiliam Darby; 
An act for the relief of A. G. Penn; 


‘| An act to provide compensation for the services 


of George N. Corell, in adjusting titles to land in 
| Michigan; 
An act for the relief of Gaston T. Raoul; 
An act for the relief of Asa Andrews; 
An act for the relief of Urban Stoll; 
: An act for the relief of Captain Charles G. 
| Merchant; 
An act for the relief of Phineas M. Nightingate, 
‘ administrator of the estate of General Nathaniel 
Greene, deceased; 
An act for the relief of the legal representatives 

:i of Major Caleb Swan, deceased; 

An act for the relief of William Brown; 

An act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy and José 
i Maria Jerrero; 
i! An act for the relief of Sylvester Pettibone; 
| An act for the relief of Levi Pierce and Andrew 
» Hodge, jr.; ; 
4 An act for the relief of the heirs and represent- 


i 

i 

{ 
} 
i 


: atives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan; 

An act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Beau- 
i bien: 

| Anact for the purchase of the copyright of a 


{| work published by Thomas H. Sumner, wherein 
‘The amendment I | hedeacribeshis new method ofascertaining a ship’s 


| position at sea; 


An act for ihe relief of Dr. S. R- Addison, 
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passed assistant surgeon in the United States 
Navy; í 

AT kat for the relief of Henry La Reintree; and 

An act to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 
sions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert White 
and others. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. BAYLY, of. Virginia. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to take from the 
Speaker’s table the message which has just been 
received from the President of the United States, 
in order that it may be referred and printed. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the message should be presented ? 

[Cries of “ Yes!” t Yes!’’] 

The SPEAKER accordingly laid before the 
House a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, in answer to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the Bth instant, requesting 
information in regard to the destruction of San 
Juan del Norte, inclosing therewith reports from 
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the 
Navy, with accompanying documents. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 move that the message and 


accompanying papers be referred to the Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means, and be printed 

No objection being made, it was so ordered. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Is it proper to move that 
the papers be read now. 

ries of ‘‘ Read!” “ Read !”"] 

Mr. WHEELER. I call for the reading of 
the papers. x 

The SPEAKER. The call for the reading 
comes too late, the papers having already been 
referred. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It has never been 
customary to read the documents accompanying 
a message, and it has never been done. 

Mr. WHEELER. It istime it was done then. 

Mr. PECKHAM. | do not insist upon it. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL—AGAIN. 

The committee then resumed its session, and 
proceeded with the consideration of Senate amend- 
ment number eiyhty-three, in reference to com- 
pensation for codifying the laws of the Territory 
of Washington. 

Mr.LANCASTER. The Legislative Assembly 
of the Territory of Washington convened in the 
latter part of the month of February, and im- 
mediately appointed a commission for the codi- 
fication of its laws. They appointed the chief 
justice of the Territory, one of the associate jus- 
tices, and one of the late justices of the Territory 
of Oregon, as such commission. By the labors 
of these commissioners a code of laws, and a 
full code, as | understand from my correspondents, 
was drawn up, and the time of the sitting of the 
legislative body was very much diminished by the 
aid of the labors of that commission, They have 

performed their duties as commissioners, and the 
egislative Assembly has adjourned; and it was 
supposed, from the course pursued by Congress 
in such cases, that they were entitled to compensa- 
tion for their services. I believe it will be admit- 
ted that in almost every Territory of the United 
States, commissioners have been appointed to aid 
the Legislature in drafting the laws, and they have 
been paid in every case where they have been so 
appointed, Acting upon such precedents, the 
Senate placed this amendment in the bill. 

I believe I have set forth all the facts connected 
with the case; that they were appointed by the 
Legislature; that they sat as a board of commis- 
sioners; that they drafted a code of laws and sub- 
mitted it to the Legislature; that the code was 
adopted; and that thereupon the Legislature ad- 
journed. Theamount placed in this bill is intended 
for the payment of those commissioners. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, obtained the floor. 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. If the gentleman will 
allow me, I desire to propose an amendment. 
_Mr. JONES. I wish first to speak in opposi- 
tion to the amendment already pending. I cannot 
see the necessity of codifying the laws of the Ter- 
ritory of Washington so early after its organiza- 
tion. But if it were necessary and proper that it 
should be done, it would have been right for them 
to have obtained an appropriation before they 
directed the service ta be performed. It is not 
right that we should recognize the acts of a Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, which creates liabilities upon 
the Treasury of the United States, when those 
acts are passed without the authority of Congress. 


obtaining that authority, they should look to their 
own people, and raise the amount necessary by 
| taxation. — ; 

| Sir, this is setting a bad precedent. 1t will be 
| a very bad practice if followed out. The Terri- 
torial Legislatures will then become appropriating 
powers, as well as the Congress of the United 
States, out of the national Treasury. The whole 
thing, I think, is wrong. Even if it were neces- 
sary to have this service performed, they should 
not have directed it to be done until Congress had 
made an appropriation to defray the expenses. 
| The Committee of Ways and Means recommend 
a non-concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr. LANCASTER. Iwill not detain the com- 
mittee but a moment. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no proposition 
| before the committee that is debatable. 
| Mr. LANCASTER. 1 move to increase the 
appropriation to $3,000. 

Mr. Chairman, | cannot see the difference of 
| principle between Congress appropriating a cer- 
tain sum of money beforehand and commissioners 
‘acting after the appropriation is made, and the 
principle of their acting before that appropriation 
is made, if they acted properly and like honest 
men. This, sir, is the most remote Territory be- 
longing to this Government. It is, for the most 
| part, a wilderness. But, sir, it was organized by 
the direction of Congress; and when that organi- 
zation took place, it became necessary for that 
legislative body to enact laws for the purpose of 
giving validity to the business of the Territory; 
and it also became necessary for them to call in 
the aid of the most able men in the Territury to 
frame a code of laws, The Legislative Assembly 
accordingly employed the best talent that the T'er- 
ritory afforded, and the best that could then be 
obtained, and a code of laws was framed. Yet 
| now the objection is raised that they acted before 
' an appropriation was made. 

Sir, in Oregon a board-of commissioners was 


i appointed for the same purpose; and the same 
i thing has been done, I believe, in several, if not 


all, of the other Territories, for the purpose of 
framing a proper code of laws for the government 


| of the Territory. 


But the gentleman from Tennessee complains 
that this board of commissioners acted before au- 
thority was given them by Congress. Sir, it was 
necessary that these laws should be enacted at 
once, and it was necessary that they should be 
framed into a proper code. These commissioners 
performed that duty, and now ask as compensa- 
tion for their labors, $2,500. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will ask the gen- 
tleman if the judges of the Territory were ap- 
pointed to perform this service ? 

Mr. LANCASTER. Iwill tell the gentleman 
who they were. ChiefJustice Lander, of Wash- 
ington Territory, one of the associate justices of 
Washington Territory, and ex-Judge Strong, of 
Oregon. These were the three persons who con- 


| stituted that commission. 


Mr. JONES. 
to do? 

Mr. LANCASTER. This was not any part 
of their duties as judges. They were appointed 
ata certain salary to perform certain duties, and 
they were not bound to perform others without 
extra compensation. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Do I understand the gen- 
| tleman to say that these commissioners were then 
officers of the Government? 

Mr. LANCASTER. They were then sitting 
| as judges. 
| 1l will say now, in conclusion, not desiring 
| further to consume the valuable time of the com- 
| mittee, that the Territory was without laws, and it 
; floes seem to me that we should not object to the 
| Legislature employing the best legal minds within 
| their reach for this purpose. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose that 
there was a Legislature then to make laws. 

Mr. LANCASTER. Theappointment of this 
commission for the purpose, was the cause of 


I suppose they had nothing else 


| the saving of a great deal of time and money. 


The Legislature, to accomplish the same purpose, 
would have been compelled to remain long in ses- 
i sion, and at a very heavy expense. 

Mr. LANCASTER, by unanimous consent, 
| withdrew his amendment. 


If they pass laws incurring liabilities without first’| 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I move to amend the 


i Senate’s amendment b 
| following: - 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to 
settle und pay the commission to frame a code of laws 
for the Territory of Washington, at the same rate per diem 
as has been allowed a similar board in Oregon. 

Mr. Chairman, if the Senate amendment be 
| adopted, I desire that the amendment which I have 
| just offered may be madeto it. Itis the just prin- 
ciple for the payment of these commissioners, and 
I presume that the gentleman from Washington 
will not object to it. 

Now, I will state why I offered the amend- 
ment. The Territory of Washington, by law, 
provided that the commissioners for the framing 
| of its code of law’should be paid ten dollars per 
day. We did not ask that amount for the com- 
missioners who framed the code for Oregon. We 
only asked half that price. 1 think that we had 
better not discriminate between these Territories. 
They lay side by side. If the committee at all 
provide for the payment of these commissioners, 
let them be paid as those for Oregon were, at five 
dollars per day. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
to the amendment was agreed to. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
of the Senate, as amended; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes sixty—— 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 
Alabama, and PARKER, were appointed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means have recommended a non- 
concurrence in the Senate amendment. — i 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes seventy-one; noes not counted. 

So the Senate amendment, as amended, was 
concurred in. 

Eighty-fourth amendment: 

For the completion of the geological reconnoissance of 


the Territory of Washington, and to make detailed examin- 
ations in the coal and mineral regions thereof, $10,000. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a non-concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr. LANCASTER. I move to increase the 
amount $100. Some time ago, I do not recollect 
how long since, geologists were appointed to make 
a geological survey of the Pacific coast. Their 
field of labor was in Oregon Territory. The di- 
vision of the Territory of Orégon leaves the Ter- 
ritory of Washington without a geological survey, 
and there has not been an extended geological 
reconnoisance upon the coast itself. The Pacific 
coast is supposed to contain an immense amount 
of coal. The coal now necessary to supply the 
United States marine is taken to that part of the 
country from the East, It is highly desirable that 
these coal fields, which are supposed to lie upon 
the coast, should be examined by geologists, and 
this amendment of the Senate makes an appropri- 
ation of $10,000 to carry out that object. 

It appears to me highly important and neces- 
sary that the Government should make this sur- 
vey, and open the veins of these coal-fields for the 
use of our steam marine. We ought not to seek 
our coal-fields in Japan, in China, and other coun- 
tries of the East. Itis expected by this appro- 
priation to develop and bring out the resources of 
these fields, How much is expécted to be attained 
by this examination i am not able to say, but the 
discovery of coal-beds alone, is sufficient of itself 
to warrant the appropriation contained in the 
amendment of the Senate. I hope the appropria- 
tion may be granted, and that geologists may go 
to that wilderness country, make an examination 
of that coast, and show to the world, if there is 
any truth in the statements which have been cir- 
culated, that there is an abundance of coal upon 
that coast. Let the survey and examination.be 


y substituting for it the 


| made by officers of the Government, in whose 
| Statements the country will place implicit reliance. 


1 hope the committee will agree to the amendment 
of the Senate, and grant us this appropriation for 
making that survey. Geological surveys are, by 


| no means, of recent date, or of unusual occurrence. 


Several of the States have made them, as they had 
the power to do so, by acts of their own legisla- 


ition. Such surveys have been made in some of 


i the Territories, and is it unreasonable, situated as 
id 


we are, that we should ask for an examination of 


i the Pacific coast to be made at the expense of this 
| Government, in order to ascertain whether we can- 
| not come in competition with foreigners in supply- 


ing our own marine with coal? 


. 
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Mr. LANE. The gentleman from Washington i 
Territory [Mr. Lancasrer| has called the atten- | 
tion of the committee to the fact that a geological | 
survey had been commenced on the Pacific, in the ! 
Territories of Washington and Oregon, or rather | 
in the territory which was all at that time Oregon, | 
without the authority of law, and without an | 
appropriation having been previously made to į 
carry it on. IT will explain how that was. A | 
geologist in the service of the United States Gov- | 
ernment was ordered in that direction. He made 
explorations for some time, and the expenses 
incurred by him amounted to the sam of $72,000. 
At the last session of Congress—I desire the 


| 
man all that he asks now. | 
this work, and has discovered a field of coal in | 
Washington Territory; and by making this | 
| 

| 

| 


3 


so far as the labors of this gentleman in Oregon | 
are concerned, there is not a gentleman in that || 
Territory who believes that the survey was worth || 
one cent to the country. If I had known then | 
what l have known since in respect to this survey, || 
1 would not have asked an appropriation to com- ; 
plete it. But, at all events, this gentleman, during | 
the last Congress, received all that he himself said , 
would be necessary to make a thorough examin- | 
ation of Washington Territory. He certainly | 
made a reconnoissance of the coal beds on the į 
Pacific coast. 1 only mention this that the truth | 
of history may be made known. i 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman | 
from Oregon was not, as Í understood him, speak- | 
ing in opposition to the amendment offered by the | 
gentleman from Washington, (Mr. Lancasrer.] || 
Ï move to amend by striking out 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The ques- 
tion is first on the amendment of the gentlemen 
from Washington Territory. | 

Mr. LANCASTER. I propose, by unanimous | 
consent, to withdraw it. | 

There being no objection, the amendment was | 
withdrawn. 

Mr. SMITH. I now move to amend the 
amendment, by reducing the appropriation to one } 
dollar, it seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that 
everybody connected with this Government con- 
ceives that he has a perfect right to incur liabili- 
ties to any amount without permission or author- 
ity. Here we are going on in this way, with a 
perfect looseness, and a general tendency to ex- 
travagance which is bringing us into a most ex- 
traordinary condition of things. The truth is we 
cannot employ an officer to perform a certain 
duty, we cannot give hima specific direction to act |, 
upon, nor can he get instructions from any of the | 
Departments, that ke does not believe himself at 
perfect liberty to incur liabilities to almost any 
amount. If l understood the gentleman from Ore- 
gon, [Mr. Lawe,] he himself says that this officer 
was detailed by the Government here to make 
geological surveys and explorations out in that 
Territory. He was detailed by the geologist of 
Iowa, to go into Oregon and make an exploration, į 
and under that authority to carry out some par- 
ticular prescribed duty. He went on at large, 
holding himself at liberty to charge the Treasury | 
of the United States at will. Many of the old. 
States of this Union have not yet felt themselves || 
impelled to make a geological survey of their ter- 
ritory, but the Territories which have just come | 
into being, just received an existence, have gone 
on, without authority of law, and entered into | 


aperiens, that the survey of Oregon was not 
n 


| 


said that the appropriation which was then made 1 


make of the Pacific coast. i 
Mr. SMITH. That being the case, and he | 
having then obtained all that was necessary at that | 
time, it is perfectly evident that he did not careat | 
all forthe limitation placed upon him by our action | 
in Congress, and he goes on and increases the ex- | 
penses at his mere pleasure. | 
Vow, I am disposed to be liberal towards the | 
Territories; but they are setting up for themselves 
too rapidly, and are becoming regardless of the i 
obligations which we recognize; and we are told 
by a gentleman, in whom we ought to have more 


worth a baubee, and we are asked to appropriate 
$10,000 for perfecting the survey in Washington. 
Heasks, what is the appropriation of $10,000 for 
a survey, compared with the benefits we shall de- 
rive from it? [I consider it but an attempt to keep 
certain gentlemen on pay. That is the whole 
secret of the matter. 

In Caiifornia a man goes out to prospect—that 
is, to hunt for gold; and he does it at his own 
expense; and if he finds a mine, he makes his! 
pile. But these Territories get the Government to | 
prospect for them;and if they find a spot of wealth, | 
they enjoy the benefits of that success. 

T think this amendment ought not to prevail. 

Mr. LANCASTER. 1 wish to correct the 
gentleman’s misconception. I do not know what 
ground the gentleman from Oregon [Mr. Laxe] 
has for saying that the geological survey of Ore- 
gon Territory is useless. I know nothing of it; 
but I do know that this surveyor has reported ex- || 
tensive fields of coal existing upon the coast of | 
Washington Territory. The Legislature of that | 
Territory memorialized Congress to continue that 
survey, and to sppropriate $10,000, not to go 
through the survey of the whole Territory, but to 
test it. This memorial came from the Legislative 
body, and I submitted it to the departments at 
Washington. It was a fair, open-handed, manly 
transaction, as far as the Delegate from Washing- 
tonis concerned; a fair, open proposition for eX- 
ploring the coal fields known to exist upon the 
Washington coast, and brought to light by the 
géologists in the employ of the Government of the 
United States. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would ask the 
gentleman if this appropriation is intended to test 
| these coal fields, or have they been already tested? | 
Mr. LANCASTER. We hgve information | 

| 
t 


from the geologist that they exist. We wish to | 
know whether they do exist. We desire that an | 
appropriation of $10,000 shall be made to accom- | 
plish that object. Our Territorial Legislature has | 
recommended it. The Department has recom- j 
mended it. The Senate has voted the appropria- | 
tion into this bill; and J, as the Delegate of the | 
Territory, urge it upon this floor. i 

Sir, it is very difficult to believe the statements | 
that are made in reference to this remote Territory | 
by those who have visited it. People believe the | 
facts are misrepresented. Although reports were | 
made by officers of the Government, under oath, |! 
you would still not believe half that can be told I 
of that Territory. You would not comprehend | 
its timber, its fertile soil, its mineral wealth, its | 
inland seas, its resources, which no one can ap- | 


country. 


steam mari 
thousands of miles, as you now do. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SMITH, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
his amendment. 


Mr. CARPENTER demanded tellers. 
Tellers were not ordered. 
The amendment was then non-concurred in. 


Eighty-fifth amendment: 


geological examinations of their Territory, and 
in doing so, have undertaken to charge the public 
Treasury. Now, sir, I put it to the gentleman 
from Oregon if he thinks this thing is right? 

Mr. LANE, I will say to the gentleman from | 
Virginia, that last year I did ask Congress to make | 
an appropriation to cover the expense, and anad- | 
ditional appropriation was granted by Congress to | 
prosecute the survey to completion. The surveyor ! 


e& 


Jin 


For the erection of public buildings in the Territories of | 
Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direction 
5,008 for each of 3 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Ways and Means recommehd a non-concurrence | 


that amendment. 


if > 


amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to offer a few remarks 
upon the Senate amendment itself, if the gentle- 
man from Kentucky will allow me. 

The CHAIRMAN. No debateis in order, 
unless the gentleman proposes an amendment, 

Mr. PHELPS. Then I move to increase the 
appropriation to $30,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ken- 
tucky has the floor to offer an amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. My amendment will be 
soon disposed of. I move to add the following to 
the Senate amendment: 

Provided, That Thomas Johnson shall be allowed and 
paid out of the said fund appropriated for Kansas, mileage 
and perdiem according to the usual rate, for the present 
session of Cougress, he having been elected, under author- 
ity of the provisional government of Nebraska, asa Dele- 
gatefrom said Territory to Congress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. I submit that there was no such 
Territory at the time this gentleman was elected. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order. 

Mr. STANTON. The case is precisely the 
same as that of California. Senators and Repre- 
sentatives were elected from California when 
it was not a State, precisely as this Delegate wag 
elected from Nebraska when it was nota Terri- 
tory. : : 
The CHAIRMAN. This gentleman has never 
been recognized asa Delegate by the House. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 move to increase the appro- 
priation to $35,000. 

Mr. Chairman, I have offered this amendment 
for the purpose of calling the attention of the com- 
mittee to the necessity for passing the amendment 
which has been adopted by the Senate. You have 
organized.the Territoriesof Kansas and Nebraska, 
and provided for the election of their respective 
Legislatures; but you have failed to make pro- 
vision for a building in which the Nebraska Le- 
gislature is to hold its sessions. No place what- 
ever is provided for that Legislature. In the bill 
you did make provision for the Territory of Kan- 
sas by providing that the seat of government 
should be at Fort Leavenworth. . But even when 
that Legislature convenes at Fort Leavenworth, 
there is no building there which it may oceupy. 
That is a military reservation, and the Secretary 
of War declares that there is no building there 
which he can, consistently with the public interest, 
spare for the purposes of the Legislature. I would 
refer to the letter addressed by the Secretary of 
War to the Governor of Kansas Territory. 

{am of opinion that provision should be now 
made for temporary buildings for the use of the 
Legislatures, and that we should wait until the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature shall provide by law the per- 
manent seats of governmentin the Territories. I 
will be willing to accept a less amount than that 
contained in the amendment; but if temporary 
buildings were to be erected, there need not, and I 
presume there willnot, be the whole of this money 
expended. 

Now, I would ask gentlemen whether they will 
have the Legislatures convened out of doors? 
Where, then, will they convene? They will be 
in session during the ensuing winter. Ido not 
know what time the Governors may be enabled 
to have the enumeration made, as provided in the 
act for the organization of the two Territories. I 
do not know at what time the Governors of Ne- 
braska and Kansas may direct the election for the 
members of the Legislature to be held; nor do I 
know where they may, by proclamation, determ- 
ine the meeting of the Legislatures. The pre- 
sumption is, that all these things will take place as 
soon as possible; for, at this moment, the people 
of the Territories have no municipal law for their 
covernment. No courts of justice are established, 
and there is no provision for the prosecution and 
punishment of crime which may be committed 
within their limits—not even for the prosecution 
and punishment of crimes committed against the 
laws of the United States. Prior to the organiza- 
tion of these two Territories, the Indian ccuntries 


gon trail, that persons were arrested and taken to 
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the State of Missouri, to be tried before the dis- 
trict of circuit court of the United States held 
there, orto the district or circuit court of the 
United States of Arkansas, 

[Here the hammer fell.] 


Mr. HAVEN: Mr. Chairman, i hope this 
committee will agree with the Committee of Ways 
and.Means,and non-concurin the Senate’s amend- 
ment. I think this committee will act, wisely in 
so doing. I do not know that it is necessary for 
me tò argue the question as to whether there is 
any oceasion for this appropriation to be made at 
this: particular.time? : The total want of popula- 
tion In these Territories to be governed; the fact 
that no officers have ventured out there yet, and 
that emigrants going there with the intention to 
settle are having to fight their way in, and the 
lateness of the season now; all seem to concur in 
showing that this appropriation. is wholly gratui- 
tous at this time, and uncalled for. 

But thereis another question lying back of this. 
For one, I am desirous of knowing distinctly 
whether gentlemen here, upon the other side of the 
Flouse, are anxious to commence tinkering with 
the Kansas and Nebraska act already. Do they 
start the proposition to repeal it in whole, or in 
any of its parts. Here is, in this amendment of 
the Senate, most certainly, a provision to repeal 
a part of it; and the gentleman from Missouri has 
asked us to concur In that provision to repeal a 
portion of it. I hope this committee will do no 
such thing; but will, on the contrary, at once, 
and without further debate, non-concur. 

Sir, if the wishes of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Puevps] are complied with, a door will 
be opened here into that Kansas and Nebraska 
act at which some other gentlemen will like to 
enter. If this is to be- an open question, f and 
others will desire to takeahandinit. I remember 
when that memorable act was upon its passage 
here but a short time ago, that I begged, and other 
gentlemen here urged, the House to allow us to 
offer some amendments to that bill. We advised 
the friends of the measure that, in our opinion, it 
was unwise, hasty, and very indiscreet legislation, 
to say the very least of it. I think the whole 
House will remember that, and some other facts 
connected with its passage. I doubt whether it 
can be forgotten. Are the friends of that bill sick 
of it already; or is the bill so weakly that it needs 
doctoring now? Has so brief a period as two 
months convinced gentlemen of their fatal error, 
and brought round a state of things that makes it, 
in their judgment, desirable to. repeal a part of 
that act? Sir, they must remember that there is 
another part of that act to which we are as averse, 
which is as offensive to us as the provision they 
seek to repeal is to them. But if they insist upon 
the repeal of this portion which the Senate has 
asked us to repeal, I feel it my duty to inquire of 
the Chairman if it is in order for me to move to 
insert after the words ‘* Fort Leavenworth” the 
following: 

And aiso so much thereof as declares the Missouri com- 
promise superseded, inoperative, and void ;” go that it will 
then read, “and so much of the act for the organization of 
the said Territories as focated the seat of government of 
Kansas at Fort Teavenworth ; and also so much thereof 
as declares the Missouri compromise superseded, inopera- 
tive, and void, is hereby repealed. 

if, Mr. Chairman, gentlemen upon the other 
side of the House will open that subject, and re- 
peal the bill in certain particulars, we, upon this 
side of the House, will, of course, feel ourselves 
justified in following their example; and not 


knowing whether they will vote for the Senate | 


amendment, we must vote in ours before we allow 
them a vote on that question, otherwise they will 
get a repeal of what is obnoxious to them, whilst 
we shall fail in bringing them to a trial upon our 
amendment. 

But Lhope this committee will engage in no 
such business. The Committee of Ways and 
Means think it a wiser course to non-concur in 
this amendment. And I hope this committee will 


take the vote at. once, and non-concur, and pro- 
ceed to consider the other amendments of the |; 


Senate to the bill. 
Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous consent, then 
withdrew his amendment, 


Mr. WALLEY. I move to amend by striking 
out the words, ‘‘as located the seat of government 


of Kansas at Fort Leavenworth,” and inserting 


the following: 


« Anā so much of said act as repeals the eighth section 
of the act providing for the admission of Missouri be, and 
the same are ;” so that the clause would read: i as 

For the erection of public buildings in the Territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Governors thereof, respectively, $25,000 for each 
of said Territories ; and so much of the act for the organi- 
zation of said Territories as repeals the eighth section of 
the act providing for the admission of Missouri, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed. r 

Mr. JONES. I rise to a question of order. 
That amendment is not germane. This is an ap- 
propria tion bill. y , 

r.WALLEY. Thesection already provides 
for a partial repeal. I propose to make a further 
repeal. : 
| he CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the 
opinion that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I move an amendment: to 
| strike out the words ‘* so much of,” and also the 
words ‘* as located the seat of government of Kan- 
sas at Fort Leavenworth,” so that the clause will 
| read: | 

For the erection of public buildings in the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direction 
of the Governors thereof, respectively, $25,000 for each of 


| said Territories; and the act for the organization of said 
Territories is hereby repealed. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. I rise to a 
question of order. J ask whether the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio is in order ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is in order. 

{Cries of ‘* Read the amendment. ”] 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
proposes to strike out the words ‘so much of,” 
in the nine hundred and eighty-third line, and to 
strike out in the nine hundred and eighty-fourth 
line the words ‘* as located the seat of government 
of Kansas at Fort Leavenworth;’’ so that the 
section, if so amended, will read: 

For the erection of public buildings in the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direction 
of the Governors thereof, respectively, $25,000 for each of 
said Territories; and the act for the organization of said 
Territories is hereby repealed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The Chair 
having ruled that amendment in order, I take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair; and I desire 
to state the grounds on which I base my appeal. 
My reason for the appeal is simply this: The 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio proposes 
to accomplish precisely what the Committee of 
Ways and Means proposes to accomplish in 
striking outthe section. The effect of the gentle- 
man’s amendmentis to nullify the whole section, | 
and make it of nd effect at all, while the proposition 
of the Committee of Ways and Means is to strike 
it out. The clause proposes to appropriate money 
to be expended within the Territory, but the gen- 
tleman’s amendment proposes to repeal the terri- 
| torialact; and he attempts to accomplish indirectly 
what the Committee of Ways and Means pro- 
i poses to accomplish directly. It is therefore out 
| of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky will perceive that it is not for the Chair to | 
| decide a question of this sort. The Chair cannot 
| be responsible for the fact as to whether the com- 
mittee legislate sensibly or not. 

Mr. SYANTON. Well, my proposition is to 
let the committee decide the question. 
| Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to ask the Chair for 
information. I understand that the Chair has de- | 
| cided that in an appropriation bill an amendment 
proposing to repeal the territorial acts of Kansas 
and Nebraska is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
proposes to strike out certain ‘words. It is in 
order for him to do so. If the words left in the 


clause repeal an act, the Chair cannot be respon- 


Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 
Mr. SOLLERS called for tellers, 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hucues and 


= 
5 
Q 
isi 
iw] 
4 
KA 
Q 
on 
o 
2 
=i 
pA 
pa 
ss 
= 
& 
of 
Te 
= 
c 
D 
for) 
= 
5 
© 
5 
Eu 
© 
= 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I regret thatso many gen- 
| Oppose my amendment. Sir, I have offered it in 


|| the rnost perfect good faith. F entertain no doubt 


sible for it. 
The question being ‘* Shall the decision of the | 
t 


{i tlemen should appear to have felt it necessary to | 
! 
l 
l 


| kindness. I have no doubt that his entire Cabinet 
most heartily desire its repeal, and would now 
be still more grateful could they say it had never 
been passed. For them, too, I have the kindest 
regard, and would repeal this law, if I had no 
other inducement than to relieve them from a bur- 
den, an incubus which sits heavily upon them, 
| and is rapidly sinking them in the estimation of 
| the American people. And I am quite sure that 
if gentlemen here would not conceal their feelings, 
they would unite with me most heartily in the 
repeal of this law. 

Mr. MACDONALD. Irise to a question of 
opfer. I submit that the gentleman is not speak- 
jig to his amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair requests that 
the gentleman will confine himself strictly to his 
| amendment. The gentleman had not proceeded 
far enough to enable the Chair to decide precisely 
to what point they were tending. But judging 
from the commencement of his remarks, the gen- 
tleman will not be in order if he does not geta 
little nearer to his amendment. [Laughter.} 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Iwill endeavor to keep my- 
self within the rules. I urge the adoption of the 
amendment for the reason that, in justice and pro- 
priety, it ought to pass. This law ought to be 
repealed. Every moral and every political con- 
sideration worthy of statesmen urges that it be 
stricken from our statute-book. . In this opinion, 
I sincerely think, every member of this body con- 
curs. Or perhaps I should rather say I believe 
every member regrets its passage; but the partisan 
attachments of some may lead them to regard it ag 
better to let it remain until next session, I speak 
of this consciousness of members from the pre- 
sumption which teaches me that all have carefully 
noticed its effect upon the people, both North and 
South, and have contemplated the results which 
must inevitably flow from it. On those points it 
would appear almost impossible that any two 
members can differ. In this way I arrive at the 
conclusion in my own mind, that no members of 
this body can be found who do not, in the inner- 
most recesses of their hearts, desire the repeal of 
this law, and regret its enactment. ; 

Sir, this law has had its full effect on some 
points. Indeed, I can almost say it has done its 
perfect work, in scattering the old political organ- 
izations of the country to the four winds of 
heaven. It has obliterated old party lines, and 
thrown Whig and Democratic parties into chaos. 
Old fogies of the North and progressives of the 
South now find themselves so mixed up with each 
other, that at times I have been led to believethey 
had forgotten their own identity; while many 
southern members have become conscious of duty, 
and now ‘‘ sit clothed in their right minds” acting 
with northern patriots. It is in vain that we hear 
the cry of Whiggery, or the more solemn and 
heart-rending appeals of the old line Democracy. 
They grow more and more faint, and both will 
soon be lost amid the rolling thunders of Repub- 
licanism. and free Democracy. It has left the 
President in a minority;.in truth, he is now very 
i much in the condition of his grand’ Whig proto- 
type, John Tyler, who boasted of presenting to 
the world the phenomenon of +t A President with- 
| out a party;’’ or if he be not now withouta party, 
| we may reasonably expect he will soon be in that 
condition, if this law be not repealed. This stat- 
ute has also created an excitement throughout the 
country, to which no other political movement has 
| approximated. Itis to the Administration like 


| by the popular judgment of the vation, but it fore- 
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meric efforts which the President, his Cabinet, and [ 
party can put forth. We witness the effects of 
this law inthe Senate Chamber. There its effects 
have been salutary indeed. here the blind see, 
the dumb speak, and the poor have the gospel of 
freedom preached to them. Have not these facis 
resulted from the passage of the bill which IT pro- 
pose to repeal, and are they not matters of great 
good? I am now speaking of the good which 
God has brought out of this evil statute. In this 
production of good, the law has taken effect, has 
done its perfect work, and should be repealed. 
We see men flocking to Kansas armed for the 
bloody conflict to which the advocates of oppres- 
sion haveinvited them. They are going in com- 
panies of ten, of twenty, of fifty, of hundreds, 
and soon they will go in companies of thousands. 
There men of conflicting opinions, opposing 
interests, are concentrating, ready armed and 
equipped for the maintenance of their antagonistic 
policy. There bombastic resolutions on one side 
are met with stern purpose and quiet determina- 
tion on the other. There this law bids fair to 
result in civil war. And when blood commences 
flowing, who will predict the time when, or place 
where, it shall stop? Verily, if we love our coun- 
try, if we regard the peace, the interests, or the 
honor of our nation, we shall not hesitate to repeal į 
this law; to strike it from our statute-book, to 
obliterate every trace of its existence, so that | 
coming generations shall find no evidence that 
such a barbarous law ever had an existence. 

Sir, it would appear that the Committee of | 
Ways and Means must have had some ideas of | 
this nature, when they recommended the repeal || 
of one of the important provisions of this law; | 
yet it strikes meias bad policy to repeal it by | 
piece-meal—one provision now, and another in 
the next appropriation bill that comes up. Let 
us do it at once; let us act boldly, as becomes | 
statesmen. ‘he law is impolitic, wrong, wicked; : 
let us strike it from existence at a single blow. I, 
think the committee were timid; they were too | 
delicate. Had they recommended its entire re- 

eal, they would have far better satisfied this 
House and the country. The people demand | 
bold, energetic, efficient action. They will be | 
satisfied with nothing short of that; and if we || 


refuse to act in that manner, the people will set 
us an example in the coming elections. They 
have the power in their hands, and wiil hold us to 
a strict accountability. Already we hear the mut- |, 
terings of the distant thunder; thousands and | 
hundreds of thousands of freemen are threatening 
retributive justice upon those public servants who 
have proven recreant in the late conflict, In every | 
free State we see the gathering storm. It is not | 
of the diminutive size of a man’s hand, like that | 
which was seen by the prophet of old; it has al- 
ready overspread the whole northern hemisphere, 
and threatens to overwhelm the advocates of op- |! 
pression with popular indignation. As it rolls on, |; 
we see serviles and dough-faces turn pale and || 
quake; and they already call upon the rocks and | 
mountains of a slaveholding Administration to | 
fall on them, and hide them from the indignation || 
of the people. a 
Sir, Í feel great solemnity when I look over this |! 
Hall and call to mind the many victims who must | 
fall a prey to that popular vengeance which has | 
been kindled by this passage of the law. I could i 
point them out with almost unerring accuracy. | 
They feel it; they are conscious of their coming | 
doom. They find the Executive arm too short to ii 
i 

| 

| 

| 


save them; too weak to protect them, For them 
thereisnoescape. Itis not merely political death 
that so terrifies them; their horror arises from the 
consideration that their immolation has been vol- 
untary; thatthey have sacrificed themselves to the 
bloody Juggernaut of oppression. 

Now, sir, would it not be an act of justice to 
our distressed fellow-members to repeal this law 
at once; now, before the close of the present ses- 
sion? Why, sir, the fatal cholera now sweeping 
over this land is but a feeble representation of that 
political pestilence about to sweep from this body | 
so many of our friends and associates. How | 
many now holding seats here will fall, prematurely | 
fall, before this fatal pestilence, no one can fore- | 
tell, But when this House shall convene, one year |; 
from December next, many of our youthful com- || 

anions in service will lie low in the valley of polit- |i 
ical forgetfulness, and the grass will grow green i 
over their political graves. That Congress will 


{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, lamhappy 
in being afforded an opportunity to define my po- 
sition in regard to the bill which has passed Con- 
gress for the organization of the Territories of 


Kansas and Nebraska. f understand that the 
gentleman from Ohio {[Mr. Gmwpinas]. has offered 
an amendment for its repeal, and that in moving it 
he said that he believed that there was nota mem- 
ber of this body who was not at heart in favor of 
the repeal. Did he, could he have believed what 
he said? in making that declaration, the member 
fram Ohio sported with the character of the Amer- 
ican Congress. No member upon this floor knew 
better than he did that there were none here for the 
repeal of the Nebraska-Kansas act except those, 
like himself, Abolitionists, or their twin brothers. 

I have said heretofore that { would not again 
engage in a discussion with the member from Ohio, 
after he had pocketed the indignity which he did 
from his colleague, (Mr. OLps;} but his declaration 
to-day was so bold, so reckless, so uncalled for, 


| and so directly at war with my feelings of what 


is rignt, that { cannot permit myself to remain 
silent. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Let meask the 
gentleman a question. 

Mr. PRILLIPS. 1 rise to a point of order. 
The gentleman is traveling beyond the legitimate 
scope of debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman, in his re- 
marks, must confine himself to giving reasons why 
the words indicated should not be stricken out. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have no belief that this 
committee will, for one instant, entertain the idea 


of repealing this Nebraska-Kansas act, the decla- || 


ration of the member from Ohio to the contrary 
notwithstanding. I was not present when the 
law was passed; but had I been, no act would 
have-given me greater pleasure than yielding it 
my vote, Letthe gentleman from Ohio go horne 


|| and sing the syren song which he hes heretofore 


sung against the South. The enactment of this 
act was called for by the people, and they will 
sustain its supporters. 
have voted for the Missouri compromise. I 


! would have voted for the organization of these 


Territories, and I repeat that { do not think that 


| there is a member upon this floor who would vote 
for the repeal of the Nebraska-Kansas act, except | 


an Abolitionist or Free-Soiler.. If there be such 
aman, let him rise and show himself. If there be 


aman here who denies the doctrine that the people | 


are capable of governing themselves, let us see 
him. If there be a member upon this floor for 
the repeal proposed, I should like to see his face. 

Mr. MORGAN. T am for it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then you ought to get 
down upon your marrow-bones and ask God to 
forgive you for showing yourself. [Great laugh- 
ter. 

tere the hammer fell.} 

Mr. MAURICE. 


amendment. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Fartey and |; 


Lercuer were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 62, noes TT. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the Senate 
amendment, it was taken; and decided in the 
negative. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


Bighty-sixth amendment: 


For libraries at the seat of government of each of the | 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, under such regula- |; 


fions as shall be prescribed by law, $5,000 for each of said 
Territories. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
nd Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. í 


Eighty-seventh amendment: 


be, of the Chief Justice, $7,000, and of the Associate Jus- 


tices, &6,500 each, commencing with the present fiscal : 


year, £59,000 ;”” so as to make the clause read : 

For salaries of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
and eight Associate Judges, ch said salaries shall 
hereafter be, of the chief justice, $7,000, and of the asso- 
ciate justices, 96,500 each, commencing with the present 
fiscal year, $59,000. 


Mr. HAVEN. 


Mr. Chairman, 1 wish to say 


I, for one, never would | 


1 demand tellers on thei 


In the nine hundred and ninety-third line strike out i: 
£ $41,000,” and insert “ which said salaries shall hereafter 


strike out “six,” at the end of the same line, and 
insert ‘f five’’ in its place; and also to strike out 
the word +‘ nine,” in the last line. 

Mr. Chairman, the amendment of the Senate 
provides for increasing the compensation of the 
| judges of the Supreme Court—that of the Chief 
| Justice from $5,000 to $7,000, and that of the 
other judges from $4,500 to $6,500. 

lam satisfied, sir, that that amendment cannot 
| receive the sanction of this House. A majority 
of the Committee of Ways and Means are against 
i it, and I am quite sure that a large majority of the 
House isagainstit. I have uniformly voted this 
year against all increase of salaries, but always 
| with a declaration to the House, that when { 
could get an opportunity, I should cheerfully vote 
| to increase the pay of the judges, both of the su- 
preme and of the districtcourts. They all require 
increase, and some of the latter judges get much 
less pay then the clerks in the Departments ‘here. 
For one, I do not think the amendment of the Sen- 
ate goes too high. I would be glad, sir, to see that 
amendment adopted; but knowing the sense of the 
i [Louse, I feel bound to respect it. Bo far as I am 
concerned, Lalways act here somewhatin reference 
ito what I believe to be the opinion of the other 
1; gentlemen on this ficor; their judgment as well as 
li mine controls this matter; and the opinion. of a 
‘| majority of us all must govern; and itis for that 
;! reason Í propose the amendment, and hope the 
ii majority here will concur with me in sustaining it, 
| Sir, these salaries ought to be increased; and 
| my proposition is to increase that of the Chief 
f 
| 
| 


f 


Justice from $5,000 to $6,000; and that of the 
' Associate Judges from $4,500 to $5,500.. That is 
lower than it ought to be. I should prefer going 
$500 more on each of them. This isa great office. 
"These men have a silent, but all-powerful control 
over the business and destinies of this nation, 
The compensation attached to. these offices has 
| not, to my knowledge, been. increased since the 
i| organization of the Government. . These men 
i, pass, finally and forever, on all questions that 
ome up from the courts below, and upon many 
' questions where sovereign States are the parties, 
|i Now, there are thirty-one States in this Union— 
| each of which is equal in prosperity, in standing, 
iin wealth, and in commercial importance, to. most 
| ofthe kingdoms and republics ofantiquity, Every 
: one of these sovereign States has to wheel into 
line at the decision, at the mandate, of. this 
augusi tribunal—the Supreme Court of the United 
|, Siates. It ought, therefore, to be placed in the 
highest and most secure and dignified position in 
the Government—to be well paid, and kept, as it 
|i always has been, thank God, above the breath of 
|| suspicion, and the temptations of want. 
But I do not ask the committee to act upon any 
i consideration of that kind. I say that the busi- 
ness of the country has increased so immensely 
withia the last twenty years that these gentlemen 
have to come to this city annually to hold. their 
court in bank, and remain nearly, or quite, half 
ithe year; and the other half of the time they 
i spend in their circuits, constantly engaged in their 
i laborious duties in the vicinities of their homes; 
‘go that they must live as a kind of vagrants, or 
: vagabonds, at one or the other of the places, on 
! their present salaries, with their families dispersed, 
i| or else it is absolutely necessary that they keep 


if 


' up establishments. both here and at home. Sir, 


i after board, washing, traveling expenses, and in- 
| cidentals are paid from their present salaries, and 
the cost of keeping up their families at a fruga 

rate at home, on the supposition those families are 
i not ta accompany them here, how much do you 
i| suppose is left of their present salaries to provide 
|i for educating families, for sickness, and to guard 
i against want in old age? They haveno perqui- 
l! sites, and noretired list, We vote money to steam 
| mail ships and Government actors by thou- 
ands and without stint; but we do no justice to 
hese frugal men, of simple tastes and habits, and 
i of unobtrusive manners, but who so creditably 
|; fill the greatest and most conservative place in the 
| Republic. 


| I hope our trifling, if so it may be called, on 


August 1, 


err 
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the last amiendment but one may be forgotton, and 
that we may consider this question in ‘sincerity 
and candor. 1 should like to give more; for my 
opinion of this great tribunal partakes of profound 
veneration; but F believe this is all this committee 
will consent to give, and I truly hope it will not 
withhold this. T ask, therefore, thatthe committee 
will express ïts assent to my proposition, and in- 
crease the salaries of these judges accordingly. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, © Will-it-be in order to move 
to edrrect the gentleman’s afiendment ? 

“The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order now. 

‘Mr, PHILLIPS. Then I propose to make a 
few remarks in addition to that which has fallen 
from the gentleman from New York; but I oppose 
his motion. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ala- 
bama willbe in order in speaking in opposition to 
the amendment of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, Singular as it may appear, 


E speak in opposition to the motion of the gentle- || 


man from New York, while I concur with the 
gentleman’s ‘argument. The gentleman’s motion 
is to reduce the amount whieh the Senate has re- 
ported to us as a proper compensation for the 
judges. The gentleman’s argument is to show 
that their salaries ought to be increased. So that 
Į oppose his motion, though I concur in his argu- 
ment. - 

Now, ‘itis very clear to this House it is very 
clear to the country—it has been a matter-which 
has received public attention, that the salaries of 
the: judges ‘of. the Supreme Court, as they are 
now. fixed by law, are wholly inadequate com- 
pensation for the responsibilities and the duties 
which attach to the office. The Supreme Court 
of the United States is, perhaps, the most august 
judicial tribunal in the world. It not only passes 
on all the disputed transactions between man anid 
man brought before it, on all the relations between 
the citizen and his Government, but it sets, as it 
were, in judgment on the States, and. on the 
National Legislature itself, looking to that law 
which is declared to be the supreme law of the 
land, It sits in judgment over the national and 
over the State governments, A more august tri- 
ounal has not existed in ancient or modern times, 
or one possessing greater powers. or responsibil- 
ities. ow, sir, what salaries do you ‘give to 
these officers? The sum of $4,500.: What sal- 
ary-is proposed to be given to them by the amend- 
ment of the Senate? Six thousand five hundred 
dollars! : The gentleman from New York, {[Mr. 
Haven,] not thinking that is too large in itself, 
but apprehending that the good sense.and justice 
of this House would not.recognize its propriety, 
is willing to lesson the amount reported by the 
Senate. I should be unwilling to :do that, unless 
forced to it; and it seems to me that we should 
concur in the Senate amendment. Look at the 
amount of duty which these gentlemen have to 
perform 

anuary to June; and is sitting, day after day, 
adjudicating the most important cases which can 
come before a judicial tribunal. 

Again, they are at a vast expense in. traveling 
from one extreme of our territory to the other. 
Look fora moment at the compensation derived 
by professional gentiemen—and it is from the 
ranks of the profession that they are taken. Look 
to the amount of compensation which a lawyer 
of third-rate reputation derives in many cities 
throughout the Union from the practice of his pro- 
fession. 
too much to give to the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States? 
the gentlemen who set upon that bench command 
for his services, in almost any city of the Union, 
more than that. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. BRIDGES. I rise for the purpose of ask- 
ing the committee to take a recess until seven 
o'clock; believing that we can then work with 
more comfort to ourselves than now. 

{Cries of “ Not? “ Not?) 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
mittee do now rise. 

Mr. KERR. I call for tellers on that motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bococx and 
Wesrsroox were appointed. 


l object. 


The question was taken; and the tellers re- || 


ported—-ayes 73, noes 50. 
So the motion was agreed to. 


This court is in constant session from | 


And is the amount. of $6,500 per annum | 


Could not either of! 


l move that the com- | 


The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Orr) 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the bill of the House (No. 48) making 
appropriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1854, and the amendments of the Senate 
thereto, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE.. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 


CHANGE DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. FULLER. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move that when the House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet to-morrow at nine o’clock, a. m. 
_ [Loud cries of “No!” “No! all over the 
Hall.} 
Mr. HOUSTON. My object in rising is to ask 
the House if they will not consent to meet this 
evening? 

Cries of *¢ Yes!” # Yes!” and “t No !”"] 

The SPEAKER. The motion can only be 
submitted by unanimous consent. 

Mr. REESE. I object. 


Mr. PECKHAM. I rise to a privileged mo- 
tion. I desire to makea motion to fix the hour 
of meeting when the House adjourns. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Maine 
{Mr. Futter] has already submitied a proposi- 
tion that when the House adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet at nine o’clock to-morrow morning. The 
motion, however, cannot be entertained except by 


and, if that motion be withdrawn, only by a sus- 
pension of the rules. 

Mr. ORR. l appeal to the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw the. motion to adjourn. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I will withdraw it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the House 
take a recess until seven o’clock this evening. I 
believe I am more unwell than any one here, but 
am willing to hold an evening session. f 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama? 

[Cries of *Object!”’] 

Mr. PHILLIPS. {sitin order to move a sus- 
pension of the rules for the purpose indicated by 
the gentleman from Alabama? 

The SPEAKER. His. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I move, then, that the rules 
be suspended, in order that we may take a recess 
until seven o’clock this evening. | 

The question was taken; and the rules were not 
suspended. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the hour for the 
daily meeting of the House be ten o’clock instead 
of eleven o’clock, a. m., until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. ROWE. I object. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
do now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose I have indicated. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 95, noes 45. 

So the rules were suspended, two-thirds voting 
in the affirmative. 


I move that the House 


sition of the gentleman from Alabama by inserting 
nine o’clock instead of ten o’clock, a, m. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Hous- 
l ron’s motion; andit was agreed to. 
So it was ordered that the daily hour of meeting 
|| be ten o’clock, a. m. 
ji LANDS FOR THE STATE OF ALABAMA. 
| Mr. COBB. lask the unanimous consent of 
ithe House to report from the Committee on 
i| Publie Lands, “a bill granting to the State of 
i| Alabama public lands in alternate sections to aid’ 
|i in the construction of railroads from Mobile to 
Girard from Selma to or near Gunter’s Landing, 
wi ranches from or near Gadsden, through 
Wills and Chattanooga valleys to the eastern 
Stateline of Alabama, from Memphis to a point 
‘intersecting the Nashville, Chattanooga, and 
Charleston railroad, at or near Stephenson, Ala- 


| loosa, to some point on the Mobile and Ohio rail- 
road, and from Montgomery to the northern State 
Íi line of Alabama, via Decatur and;Athens, in said 
State.” f 


bama; from Beard’s bluff, via Elyton and Tusca- | 
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unanimous consent, pending a motion to adjourn; | 


Mr. FULLER. I move to amend the propo- | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to the in- 
troduction of the bill. 


Mr. COBB. I move to suspend the rules. 
Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House ad- 
journ. ; 


The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
four o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned till to- 
morrow at ten o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, August 1, 1854. 
The Senate met this morning at half past ten 
o’clock. ` 
Prayer by Rev. HENRY SLICER. 


On motion by Mr. FOOT, the reading of the 
Journal was dispensed with. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of Rich- 
ard Albritton, praying permission to enter a sec- 
tion of land in lieu of that claimed by him under 
a certificate of confirmation, and disposed of by 
the United States as public lands, and compensa- 
tion for his improvements on said lands; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. S ` 

Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizens of 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, praying the repeal of 
the fugitive slave law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. “ty i 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JAMES, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, reported a digest and index 
of patents which have been extended or renewed 
by acts of Congress, with reference to the act in 
each case; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on the Dis- 
frict of Columbia, to whom was referred. the 
petition of William B. Kibby, praying the pay- 
ment of acertain sum of money due him by the 
United States for articles: furnished the peniten- 
tiary of the District of Columbia, submitted a 
report, accompanied bya bill for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, te whom were referred the follow- 
ing bills from the House of Representatives, re- 
ported them back, without amendment: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of George McGirk; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Benjamin Metoyer; ; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Charles Pavie; and 

An act for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and 
others. } 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of Sidney P. 
Pool, of the State of Maine, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions; which was 
agreed to. . | 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom were referred the following 
bills from the House of Representatives, reported 
them back without amendment: 

An act for the relief of George M. Bentley, of 
the State of Indiana; ; 

An act to provide a pension for Oliver Brown, 
of Chemung county, New York; 

An act to provide a pension for Edmund Mitch- 
all, of Carroll county, in the State of Kentucky; 

An act for the relief of James Butler; 

An act for the relief of John Brown, second, 
of New Hampshire; 

Peon act for the relief of John H. Hicks, of In- 
iana; 
-An act for the relief of Thomas Ellis; 

Àn act for the relief of Abraham Ausman; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Bronough; 

Anact for the relief of Rebecca Baggerly, widow 
of David Baggerly, deceased; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lieutenant Francis Ware; 

An act for the relief of James Capen; 

An act for the relief of James Wright, jr-,of the 
State of Tennessee; + 

An act for the relief of Daniel Morse, of Essex, 
county of Chittenden, in the State of Vermont; 

An act for the relief of Ira. Call, of Huron 
county, Ohio; 
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An act for the re 


Aaact for the relief of John Cole; 

An act for the relief of George Lynch; 

An act for the relief of Joseph W ebb; 

An act for the relief of John Steene; i 

An act for the relief of George Elliott; 

An act for the relief of Warren Raymond; 

An act for the relief of Julia Acken; 

An act for the relief of Herman Chittenden; 

An act for the relief of William Gove; 

An act for the relief of William Parker; 

An act for the relief of George J. Rallston; 

An act for the relief of Joseph McMinn; 

An act for the relief of Asa Leach; and 

An act for the relief of Jacob Baker, of San- 
dusky City, Ohio. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to whom was referred the bill from 
the louse of Representatives, for the relief of the | 
heirs of Captain Matthew Jack, reported it back || 
with amendments. j 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. NORRIS asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
incorporate the Friend’s Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A. message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Mr. Wensrer, his Secre- | 
tary, announcing that he had this day approved | 
and signed the following acts: f 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Major Caleb Swan, deceased; 

An act to authorize the payment of invalid pen- | 
sions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert White | 
and others; i 

An act for the re 


| 
t 
i 
i 
i 
i 
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{ 


f 


ief of the heirs and represent- | 
tatives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan; i| 

An act for the relief of Sylvester Pettibone; 

An act for the relief of Levi Pierce, and Andrew i 
Hodge, jr.; 

An act for the relief of Henry La Reintrie; 

An act for the relief of Dr. S. R. Addison, | 
panei assistant surgeon in the United States 

avy; 

N act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Beaubien; | 

An act for the relief of William Darby; 

An act for the relief of Urban Stoll; 

An act for the relief of Asa Andrews; 

An act for the relief of Captain G. Merchant; 

An act for the relief of William Brown; 

An act for the relief of Gaston T. Raoul; 

An act for the relief of A. G. Penn; i 

An act to provide compensation for the services 
of George Morrel, in adjusting titles to land in 
Michigan; and 

An act for the relief of Phineas M. Nightingale, 
administrator of the estate of General Nathaniel | 
Greene, deceased. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- |; 
nouncing that they had passed the following bills : 
of the Senate: : 

An act to establish a port of delivery at Lake | 
Port, on Lake Pontchartrain, and for other pur- ; 
poses; ; 

An act constituting Madison, in the State of In- i 
diana, a port of delivery; and RAR f 

An act creating a collection district in Texas | 
and New Mexico. | 
j 
| 
| 
1 


ORANGE AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 


The message also announced that the House in- 
sisted on their amendments to the bill of the Senate | 
authorizing the extension of the Alexandria and 
Washington railroad in the District of Columbia; | 
and that they asked a conferrence on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had ap- | 
pointed Messrs. McMuruiy, May, and Kerr, a | 
committee of conference on their part. 


that the Senate agree to the conference asked by 
the House of Represenatives on the above named 
bill, and that the appointment of the committee on 
the part of the Senate, be made by the President 
pro tempore. Messrs. Brient, Toucer, and Pisa 
were appointed. 


i objection. 


i ascertain what is justly and equitably due to said petitioner 


| any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


| was reported to the Senate as amended, and the 


Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the daily hour of mecting of the Senate, 
for the residue of the session, be ten o’clock, a. m. 

CHARLES GORDON. : 

Mr. FOOT. I reported yesterday morning, 
from the Committee on Public Lands, a resolution 
directing the Secretary to pay out of the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate, the sum of $1,500 to 
Charles Gordon, for his services as draughtsman 
to the Committee on Public Lands for a period of 
ten months, when he was employed under the aa- 
thority of a resolution of the Senate. In conse- 
quence of an objection then made by the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams,] the resolution 
had to lie over. If he has no objection, I ask for 
its consideration this morning. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
the merits of the resolution, but simply that I 
wished to give priority to other business. 

The motion to take up the resolution was agreed 
to; and it was adopted. 

DANIEL STEENROD. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to call up a bill for 
the relief of Daniel Steenrod, which has been re- 
ported from the Committee on Claims, of which 
the Senator from Pennsylvania is chairman. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. “That isa bill which the 
Committee on Claims reported with amendments. | 
Itisa small claim, and the committee propose 
amendments to which, I presume, there will be no 
It is a House bill, and it ought to be 
acted upon immediately, as our amendments will 
have to go back to the House. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have heard something 


i 
about that claim, which makes it necessary for me | 


to object until I can look into it, 
Mr. HUNTER subsequently said: The Sena- 


tor from Maine is willing to withdraw his objec- || 


tion to the House bill for the relief of Daniel 
Steenrod; 1 therefore move to proceed to its con- 
sideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

Jt proposes that the petition of Daniel Steenrod, 
with the accompanying documents and depositions, 
shall be referred to the First Comptroller of the 
Treasury, who is to be authorized to appoint a 
commissioner to take evidence in the city of Wheel- 
ing or elsewhere, and ascertain and report what is 
justly and equitably due the petitioner, and if such 
report is approved by the Comptroller, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is authorized to pay such sum 
of money out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated; but there is a proviso that 
the commissioner shail be selected out of persons 
now in the employment of the Government, for 
which service no extra compensation shali be paid. 


The Committee on Claims propose to amend | 


the bill, so that it shall read, as follows: | 


Be it enacted, §c., That the petition of Daniel Steenrod, 
with the accompanying doctiments and depositions, be re- 
ferred to the Seeretary of War, who is hereby authorized to 


thereon ; and to pay such sum as may be found due, out of | 
The amendments were agreed to, and the bill 


amendments were concurred in, and ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 
The bill was read a third time, and passed. 


SHERMAN PIERCE. 
Mr. FOOT. I ask the consent of the Senate to 
consider a small invalid pension bill, which has 
been reported by the Senator from Rhode Island, 


|| (Mr. ALLEN,| from the Committee on Pensions, 


itis a bill for the relief of Sherman Pierce. 
is a poor man, ninety years of age. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then I hope we shall act 
upon that case; but after it is disposed of, if I can 
get the floor, E shall move to take up the fortifi- 


He 


‘| cation bill, 


Mr. Foor’s motion was agreed to; and the bill 


i! was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 


mittee of the Whole. 
It is designed to direct the Secretary of the In- 


‘| terior to place on the pension roll the name of 


Sherman Pierce, of Londonderry, Windham 


! county, Virginia, and to pay him, during his pat- 
| ural life, $12 per month, commencing January 1, 


1854. 


I did not object on account of | 


| 
i 
| 
| 


Pierce served in the war of 1812 a period of 
about seventy-five days, (being the fall term of 
his enlistment,) and was honorably discharged. 
Elis health has become so impaired on account of 
his sufferings and hardships while in service, as 
to wholly disable him from procuringa livelihood. 
No evidence of sickness or disability is. afforded 
by the rolls, or his discharge; but two reputable 
physicians certify to his present total disability, 


| and their belief that it results from his remarka- 


ble exposure while in the service of the United 
States. Three of his former comrades in the ser- 
vice, attested to be men of truth and respectabil- 
ity, make oath to his having been a healthy man 
prior to his enlistment, and sick and lameto such 
an extent as to wholly disable him ever since his 
discharge. He was a quartermaster’s sergeant 


ii in Colonel Martindale’s regiment, who were em- 


barked on batteaux, at Champlain,in November, 
1812; the batteaux came down the river and at- 
tempted to cross the luke in the midst of a storm 
of snow and a strong rain. Some of the batteaux 
were driven ashore on Isle La Mott, and some on 
Grand Isle, and the men were exposed to all the 
inclemency of the weather, without shelter or suf- 
ficient provisions, for two days and nights; and 
to this exposure, of which many died, ig attrib- 
uted the disability of Pierce. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill “ to provide for taking charge of the Louis- 
ville and Portland canal, and to prevent the sume 
from falling into bad repair; which had been re- 
ported from the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
with an amendment. 

The bill was originally introduced by Mr. 
Dixon, and was reported from the Committee on 


| Roads and Canals by Mr. Bricut, with an 
| amendment, the effect of which would be to make 
| it read as follows: 


Whereas the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky, by an act passed the 21st of January, 1842, author- 
ized the Louisville and Portland Canal Company to appro- 
priate the net income of the company in purchasing the 
shares other than those owned by the United States, until 
the United States should be the sole owner of the stock of 
said company ; and whereas it appears the United States 
will, under said arrangement, become the sole owner of 
said stock before the next session of Congress, and it is 


| necessary to provide for the custody and preservation of 


the public property aforesaid, and to provide the proper offi- 
eers t0 take charge and custody of the same, so that the 
commerce and navigation of the Ohio may not be obstruct- 
ed, and that said canal may not fall into decay or bad re- 
pair ; therefore, 

Be tt enacted, §c., That so soon as the United States shall, 
under saad arrangement, become the sole owner of said 
stock, the President of the United States is hereby author- 
ized,and directed to appoint the proper officers to take pos- 
session of said canal on the part of the United States, and 
to take control of the canal and canal property aforesaid, 
and manage the same until further provided by law. 


Mr. WALKER. JI understand the provisions 
of the bill very well; but I cannot see or under- 
stand what may be its operation. What is the 


i Government to do with the canal when it takes 


charge of it? 
Mr. BRIGHT. The last annual report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury shows that before the 


: meeting of the next Congress, the Louisville and 


Portland canal will become the property of the 


| United States, the dividends on her stock having 
| been applied under an act of the Commonwealth 
| of Kentucky in purchasing and retiring the stock 


of private individuals. Under these circumstancee 
it becomes necessary to provide for the custody 


| and management of the canal, and as there is not 
i time at the present session to 
! the proper details, the Committee on Roads and 
: Canals recommend that the President be author- 


ass a bill with all 


ized to take such steps as he may deem necessary 
to secure the United States in her rights, and at 
the same time give the public the use of said canal, 
until further legislation can be had. 

The amendment of the committee was agreed to, 


' the bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 
| was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
i read a third time, and passed. 


The bill 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed a bill from the 


Re we 


of the Senate. 


ee RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 

' Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which. was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: f : f 

-Résolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Senate (if, in his opinion, it be not incompatible with the 


public interest) whether anything has arisen since the date |} 


of his message to the House of Representatives of the 15th 
March: last concerning our relations with the Government 
of Spain which, in his opinion, may dispense with the sug- 
gestions therein contained touching the propriety of “ pro- 
vislonal measures” by Congress to meet any exigency that 
may arise in the recess of Congress affecting those rela- 
tions. i ; 


“Subsequently a message was received frorn the 
President of the United States, by Mr. WEBSTER, 
his Secretary, in relation to the above resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

The following is the message: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

T hasten to respond briefly to the resolution of the Senate 
of this date. “ requesting the President to inform the Senate 
(if in his opinion it be not incompatible with the public in- 
terest) whether anything has arisen since the date of his 
anegsuge to the House of Representatives of the fifteenth of 
March last, concerning our relations with the Government 
of Spain, which, in his opinion, may dispense with the 
suggestions therein contained, touching the propriety of 
< provisional measures’ by Congress to. mect any exigency 
that may arise, in the recess of Congress, affecting thosa 
relations,” 

In tha message to the House of Representatives referred 
to, í availed myself of the oecasion to present the following 
reflections and suggestions : s 

“Ty view of the position of the Island of Cuba, its prox- 
imity: to our coast, the relations which it must ever bear to 
our commercial and other interests, it is vain to expect that 
a series of unfriendly acts, infringing our commercial rights, 
and the adoption of a policy threatening the honor and se- 
curity ofthese States, can long exist with peaceful relations. 
in case the measures taken for amicable adjustment of our 
difficuities with Spain should unfortunately fail, I shall not 
hesitate to use the anthority and means which Congress 


may grant to insure the observance of our just rights, to ob- | 


tain redress for injuries received, and to vindicate the honor 
of our fag, In anticipation of that contingency, which I 
earnestly hope may not arise, £ suggest to Congress the pro- 
pilety ofadopting such provisional measures as the exigency 
may seem to demand.” 
he two Houses of Congress may have anticipated that 
the. hope then expressed would be realized before the pe- 
riod of its adjournment, and ihat our relations with Spain 
would have assumed a satisfactory condition, so as to re- 
move past causes of complaint, and afford better sectrity 
for tranquility and justice in the future, But I am con- 
strained to suy that such ig uot ie fact. The format de- 
mand for immediate reparation in the case of the ‘ Black 
Warrior,” instead of having been inet on the part of Spain 
by prompt satisfaction, has only served to call forth a jus- 
Ufication of the local authorities of Cuba, and thus to 
transfer the responsibility for their acts to the Spanish 
Government itself, a 
Meanwhile, information not only reliable in its nature, 


but of an official character, was received to the effect that | 


preparation was making within the limits of the United 
States, by private individuals, under military organization, 
for w descent upon the island of Cuba, with a view to 
wrest that colony from the dominion of Spain. Interna- 
tonal comity, the obligations of treaties, and the express 
provisions of law, nlike required, in my judgiaent, that all 
the constitutional power of the Executive should be ex- 
erted to prevent the consumation of such a violation of 
positive law, and of that good frith on which mainly the 
amicable relations of neighboring nations must depend, In 
conformity with these convictions of publie duty, a proc- 


fomation was issued to warn all persons not to participate || 


in the contemplated enterprise, and to invoke the interpo- 
sition in this behalf ofthe proper officers of the Government. 
No provocation whatever can justity private expeditionsof 
hostility against a country at peace with the United States. 
The power to declare wat is vested by the Constitution in 
Congress ; and the experience of our past history leaves no 
room to doubt that the wisdom of this arrangement of con- 
Biitutional power will continue to be verified whenever the 
national interest and honor shall demand a resort to ulti- 
mate measures of redress. Pending negotiations by the 
Executive, and before the ation of Congress, individuals 
could not be permitted to embarrass the operations of the 
one and usurp the powers of the other of these deposita- 
vies of. the functions of Government. 

Ihave only to add that nothing has arisen since the date 
of my former message to “dispense with the suggestions 
therein contained touching the propriety of provisional mea- 
sures by Congress, FRANKLIN PIERCH. 

WASHINGTON, August 1, 1854. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. HOUSTON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, proceeded to address the Senate in reference 
to certain charges contained against him in a book 
published Ly General Thomas Jefferson Green. 

[The speech will appear in the Appendix.] 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL, 

Mr, BENJAMIN. 1 move that the Senate re- 

sume the consideration of the river and harbor 


bill, which was the business pending before the 
Senate, when we adjourned last evening. 

Mr. MASON. T uat ask for the yeas and 
nays on that motion, because I cannot but con- 
sider that preference should be given to an Exec- 
utive session for business which is well known fo 
the Senate. . E 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. 
the Chair: whether this bill, having been the busi- 
| ness under consideration at the time of adjourn- 
| mentlast evening, is not first in order now? and 
| whether we are not to proceed with it without any 
| motion to that effect ? 

The PRESIDENT. It requires a motion. 

Mr. GWIN. It is perfectly evident, that if the 
| river and harbor bill be taken up this morning, we 

shall jeopardize all the appropriation bills. 1 hope 
those gentlemen who have charge of that measure 
| will give us two, or three, or four hours this morn- 
| ing for the consideration of four or five appropri- 
i! ation bills now on the table, which we can pass in 
I| that time. By so doing, we could put the busi- 
ii ness upon which the Government rests—the bills 
; which are necessary to carry on the Government— 
i in such a position that there could be no danger 
|| of their being lost. I hope, therefore, those who 
| have this bill in charge will give us two or three 
; hours this morning for the consideration of those 
i appropriation bills. Some of them have been re- 
ported back just as they came from the House, 
withoutamendment. 1am satisfied that, in a ver 
short time, we can put ourselves in such a posi- 
tion as to insure the passage of the regular ap- 
propriation bills. I hope, therefore, the gentle- 
| men in charge of the river and harbor bill will give 
i a short time this morning for those bills. 
| Mr. BENJAMIN, 1! am sorry to decline ac- 
| ceding to the suggestion of the Senator from Cali- 
| fornia. 
Mr. HUNTER. [ move to postpone the prior 
| orders for the purpose of- f 
i The PRESIDENT. That is not in order. 
| There is now a motion before the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. What is it? 

The PRESIDENT. To proceed to the con- 
sideration of the river and harbor bill; and on that 
motion the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The yeas and nays being taken, resulted—yeas 
28, nays 18, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Cass, 
j! Chase, Cooper, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, 
Douglas, Fish, Poot, eyer, Gillette, James, Jones of Lowa, 
Jones of ‘Tennessee, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Seward, Sli- 
| dell, Sumner, Thompson of Kentueky, Thomson of New 
| Jersey, Wade, Walker, and Weller—28. 
; NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Brodhead, Brown, But- 
| Jer, Clay, Dawson, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, 
[ 


Mallory, Mason, Morton, Norris, Rusk, Toombs, and 
‘Toucey—18, 

| The Senate accordingly, asin Committee of the 
| Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill from 
: the House, ‘making appropriations for the re- 
i pair, preservation, and completion of certain pub- 
‘lie works heretofore commenced under the au- 
| thority of law.” 

Various amendments were offered, and the biil 
was reported to the Senate, and the amendments 
: made as in Committee of the Whole were con- 
| curred in. Several amendments were then pro- 
posed; some of which were rejected and others 
adopted, and finally, the amendments were ordered 


time by a vote of yeas 31, nays 17. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed 
{See Appendix for the detailed proceedings. ] 
CHARLOTTE S. WESTCOTT. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. ‘The Committee on 
ii Pensions, to whom was referred House bill for the 
| relief of Mrs. Charlotte S. Westcott, have in- 
i, structed me to report it back without amendment, 
|| and recommend its passage; and I ask for its con- 
sideration at this time. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of. the Whole, proceeded to consider 
he bill. It provides for a pension of twenty dol- 
ars a month, commencing on the ist of January 
last, with a proviso that, in case of the marriage 
|, or death of Mrs. Westcott, the pension shall be 
i; paid to her children, or the survivor of them. 
The bill was-reported to the Senate without 
; amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
|! third time, and passed. 


i 
il EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


" 
G 


wish to make an inquiry of 


to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third | 
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and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 


FORTIFICATION BILL: 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, aš 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the House bill t: making appropriations for for- 
tifications and other works of defense, and for 
repairs of barracks and quarters, for the year 
| ending the 30th June, 1855.” 

Mr. SLIDELL. I ask the Senator from Vir- 
| ginia if there is anybody here who represents the 
| Committee on Military Affairs.. That committee, 
: as I understand, have an amendment which they 
| are prepared to report, in which my State is deeply 
interested. If no member of it is here, I shall ob- 
| Jent to proceeding with the consideration of the 
; bill. 
Mr. GWIN. Iam very much. opposed to the 
|; fortification bill myself, in its present form; but 
it is perfectly notorious that by amending it. we 
shall endanger it in the House. It passed the 
House by only three majority. It may suit the 
Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] but it does not 
suit some of the rest of us. There are some im- 
ortant appropriations in it; but 1 hope it will not 
fe amended. | 

Mr.SLIDELL. I understand the Committee 
on Military Affairs have agreed to recommend 
an amendment to the bill, which will deeply 
interest my State; and if they are not prepared 
now to report it, I shall have to vote in favor of 
‘an adjournment. I have not the amendment in 
; my possession; and if there is no gentleman here 
from the committee prepared to offer it, I cannot 
concn to proesed with the consideration of the 
f bill. 

‘Mr. SEWARD. 
journ. 

' Mr.GWIN. Icall for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to; and 

The Senate, at seven o’clock, p. m., adjourned 

until eleven. o’clock to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, August 1, 1854. 


The House met at ter o’ciock, a. m. 
by Rev. Hxnry Sricer. 


TheJournal of yesterday wasread and approved. 


TheSPEAKER announced as the first business 
: in order the motion submitted yesterday evening 
| by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Coss,] to 
: suspend the rules for the purpose of enabling him 
Í to report, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
| a bill granting to the State of Alabama public 
| lands, in alternate ‘sections, to aid in the con- 

struction of railroads from Mobile to Girard, 
|; from Selma, to or near Gunter’s Landing, with 
branches from or near Gadsden, through Wills 
i and Chattanooga valleys, to the eastern State line 
iof Alabama, from Memphis, Tennessee, to a 
| point intersecting the Nashville, Chattanooga 


I move that the Senate ad- 


Prayer 


and Charleston railroad, at or near Stephenson, 
Alabama, from Beard’s Bluff, via Elyton to Tus- 
_ caloosa, to some point on the Mobile and Ohio 
railroad, and from Montgomery to the northern 
l! State line of Alabama, via Decatur and Athens, in 
said State.” 
i: CONSULAR SYSTEM. 
iio Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, by unanimous 
: consent, reported from the Committee on Foreign 
; Affairs, a bill to “remodel thediplomatic and con- 
sular system of the United States; which was 
| read a first and second time by its title, and, with 
an accompanying report in writing, referred to the 
Committee of the W holeon the state of the Union, 
|, and ordered to be printed. 
THE GUANO TRADE. 
i Mr. SOLLERS. 1 ask the unanimous consent 
: of the House to present a resolution, which I am 
|| directed to offer by the select committee, upon the 
| guano trade. 
| The resolution was read, as follows: 


gi 

i 
l Resolved, That twenty-thousand extra copies of the 
i, report of the special committee raised upon the guano trade 
ii be printed for the use of the members of the House. 


Mr. SOLLERS. I hope there will be no objec- 
; tion to the resolution. 


i 
t 


REPORT OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


The Speaker laid before the House a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Smithsonian In- 
stitution, transmitting the annual report of the 
Board of Regents of that institution, and request- 
ing that the same be laid before the House of 
Representatives. 

The SPEAKER. The annual report does not 
accompany the letter of the Secretary. The 
Chair understands that there is but one copy. It 
is very voluminous, and is now in the other end 
of the Capitol, 

Mr. ENGLISH. 1 move that the communi- 
cation and report be laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed; and I move that- twenty thousand 
extra copies be printed, and that that motion be 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

It was s0 ordered. 


THE GUANO REPORT—AGAIN. 

Mr. HUNT obtained the floor 

Mr. SOLLERS. I rise to a privileged qu 
tion. The resolution which I submitted just now 
was, I took it for granted, to be put upon its pas- 
sage. Idid not conceive that there would be a 
motion to refer it. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair was in the act of 
putting the question on the adoption of the reso- 
lution, not recollecting at the moment that the 
rules of the House required it to be referred to 
the Committee on Printing, until the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] rose in his place and 
demanded the execution of the rule. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Well, | hope the gentleman 
from ‘Pennessee will withdraw his objection, and 
let the resolution be put upon its passage. It is a 
very important matter, and one in which the agri- 
culturists of the country are deeply concerned. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Cannot. the 
rules be suspended for the purpose of having the 
resolution put upon its passage? 

The CHAIR. Yes, if a motion could be got 
in for that purpose. But there is now a motion 
pending to suspend the rules; and the motion in- 
dicated could only be made by unanimous con- 


sent. 

Mr. SOLLERS. ‘Then! move that the rules 
be suspended. 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man from Tennessee objected to the consideration 
of the resolution. The order was therefore made 
that it be referred, ag the rules require, to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. SOLLERS. l hope the gentleman from 


ès- 


Tennessee will withdraw his objection. As I said | 


before, thisis a matter of great importance, and 
I doubt whether, if it were vef@rred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, we could get a report in time. 
The objection was not withdrawn. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louis- 


iana (Mr. Hexr] is on the floor, and only gave |: g 1 
| a { 75 _ from the committee, the gentleman has the right | 


way for explanation on the part of the gentleman 
from Maryland. 


PORT OF DELIVERY ON LAKE 
TRAIN, 

Mr. HUNT. Lonly ask to occupy the atten- 
tion of the House one moment. 1 wish to oblige 
a friend, and I therefore ask the favor of the 
Flouse for my colleague, [Mr. Dunpar,] who 
has been for some time too unwell to occupy his 
place. Sir, an act was committed to his care “to 


PONTCHAR- 


establish a port of delivery at Lake Porton Lake | 
which |; 


Pontchartrain, and for other purposes,” 


I desire may now be taken up and passed. There 
ia no objection to it. The bill has passed the 
Senate, and I hope the Flouse will allow it ta be 
put upon its passege here. As I said, my col- 
league has been too unwell to attend to the matter 
himself. He nas not asked any previous favors 
from this House. 

The BPEAKER. 
bill? 


S3 


What is the number of the 


ft ja Senate bill No. 243, and 


is in the Committee of the Whole on the state of | s > ep £ 
: The Chair decides that it is too late to object to į 
i the bill now under consideration, but he will en- 


the Union. EEN : 

There being no objection, the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union was discharged 
from the further consideration of Senate bill (No. 


| and Jeffersonville, in Indiana, shall severally be 


|! purposes.”? 
| in the State of Indiana, a port of delivery. 


all of the same character ? 


; to have these bills passed? 


i them up and act upon them the next session of 
| Congress. 


' be done. 
| was certainly inattentive to the ianguage used by 


the gentleman from Massachusetts, in asking the | 
j; Ueman from Alabama, [Mr. Cors.] 


passed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Some of the gen- 
tlemen interested in the report made on the guano 
trade are anxious to have that report printed 
under the resoiution offered by the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. SoLLERSs,] and also wish that 
the House should adopt the resolution without 


sending it to the Committee on Printing. I will 
withdraw my objection to that course. 
Mr. WALSH. Ifthat is the guano report, | 


object. 
PASSAGE OF SENATE BILLS. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts, ob- 
tained unanimous consent to make a report from 
the Committee on Commerce, and thereupon re- 
ported back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bill (No. 418) entitled “An act creating a 
collection district in Texas and New Mexico.” 

Thebill having been read in extenso, was ordered 
to be read a third time; and was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 


Mr. W., from the same committee, also re- |! 
ported back, with an amendment, Senate bill (No. || 
425) “ to constitute Tuscumbia, in the State of | 


Alabama, a port of delivery.” 
The amendment provides. that Paducah, in the 
State of Kentucky, Shreveport, in Louisiana, 


constitated ports of delivery in the collection dis- 
trict of New Orleans. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
read a third time; and was accordingly read the | 
third time, and passed. 

The title was then read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I moveto amend the 
title by adding thereto the words, “ and for other 

The amendment to the title was agreed to, 

Mr. W., from the same committee, next re- 
ported Senate bill (No. 413) constituting Madison, 


The bill was read in extenso. 
Mr. DISNEY. I would inquire of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts whether these bills are 


Mr. WENTWORTH. They are. 
Mr. DISNEY. Then I hope they will be dis- 
posed of at once without reading. 

Mr. WALSH. I desire to know of the Chair 
if the gentleman from Massachusetts has a right 
to report. all these bills ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, when he asked 
the consent of the House to make a report from 
the Committee on Commerce, that it was to report 
only a single bill; but the gentleman has several 
which he says he included in the motion. 

Mr. WALSH. Has the gentleman the right | 


The SPEAKER. If the bills are reported | 
to move to put them upon their passage. 
Mr. WALSH. T object to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks 
late to object to this bill, it having been 
and read. i 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Idistinctly stated, when |; 
I asked the consent of the House, that I wished ii 
to report several bills from the Coramittee of Com- 
merce, mainly for the establishment of ports of 
entry and ports of delivery. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [move to refer these 
bills to the Committee of the Whole on ihe state 


it is too |: 
received 


House may see what they are. Wecan then take 


Mr. WENTWORTH. f hope that will not 


The SPEAKER. The Chair at the moment i 


consent of the House to make this report, suppos- 
ing that he desired to report only a single bill. | 


tertain objections to other bills reperted by the | 


BE. 


i 
| 
| 


f the Union, and that they be printed, so that the | 


: reference. 


porting these bills, which the Committee on Com- 
merce have instructed me to report, but I have not 
succeeded until the present moment. The House 
will bear me witness that I have occupied but very 
i little of their time during” the present session: 
| These biils are applicable to various sections of 
: thecountry, for the establishment of such ports of 
| entry and delivery as the wants of the business of 


| The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
; and was accordingly read the third time, and 


| - WENTWORTH. I now ask leave to 
| report another bill of the same character. 

: Mr. WALSH. I object. 

i Mr. DISNEY obtained the floor. i 

| Mr.MAXWELL. Thechairman of the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce has several bills of a similar 
| character to those just passed, establishing ports 
| of delivery in Florida, which I ask that the gen- 
; Ueman may be allowed to report. 

| The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
| gentleman from Ohio and the House that the re- 
| port shall be now submitted ? 

i Mr. DISNEY. I cannot yield now. I ask 
, the unanimous consent of the House for leave to 
i report back from the Committee on Public Lands 
| two Senate bills, one in relation to a grant of land 
; heretofore made to the State of Ilinois, and the 
! other in relation to a similar grant made to the 
| State of Wisconsin. The facts in both cases are 
| precisely similar, and the biils are identical in 
; phraseology. ‘The language in both is copied 
j from a law in relation to a precisely similar case 
i in regard to the State of Indiana. The Commit- 
| tee on Public Lands have instructed me to ask 
| the unanimous consent for leave to report them 
back and put them on their passage. ; 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 1 would ask 
the gentleman to embrace in his proposition Sen- 
ate bill (No. 352) extending, in certain cases, the 
provisions of the act entitled “An act so extend 
préemption rights to certain lands therein men- 
tioned,” approved March 3, 1853. 

Mr. DISNEY. I must decline the gentleman’s 
proposition. 1 hope that the TLouse will now dis- 
pose Qf these bills. I repeat,- that the facts in 
both cases are alike. They are precisely similar 
to a case hich occurred in Indiana some years 
ago. The rule for. the government of all such 
cases has been already fixed. 

Mr. EASTMAN. Have not these bills been 
recommended by the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office? 

Mr. DISNEY. They have. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. [object to the gentleman’s 
proposition. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move, then, that the rules be 
suspended for the purpose which [ have indicated. 

The SPEAKER. There is now pending a 
motion for the suspension of the rules. s 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that the 


i gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss] will eon- 


| sent to his motion for a suspension of the rules 


i going over until to-morrow morning, so that we 
: may suspend the rules and go into the Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union en the 
Senate amendments to the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill. | submit the motion to go into 
committee. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Task the unanimous con- 
sent to report three or four Senate bills merely for 


Mr. JONES. 1 object. 
‘The SPEAKER. ‘The question is on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, submitted by the gen- 


Mr. JONES. Is not my motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama withdraw his motion? 

Mr. COBB. I do not, sir. 

Mr. JONES. 1 insist, then, on the regular order 
of business. i 


t i 

| gentleman, if they are made in time. : 
i Mr. WENTWORTH. [ask the Housesimply i; if i 
0 Mr. McMULLIN, I would ask the gentleman 


: to allow me to say that Ihave been trying to get the ; L 
to yield to me a moment. 


| 
I floor for the last three weeks for the purpose of re- 
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Mr. COBB. T cannot just now. If the House 
will allow me, [think that | may make a sugges- 
tion which will meet with the general concurrence. 
An appeal has been made to me to let my motion 
for a suspension of the rules go over until to- 
morrow morning, with a view of the House going | 
into the Committee of.the Whole ’on the state of | 
“the Union! on the Senate amendments to the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. I have not the 
slightest objection to the proposition. If it be the 
pleasure of uthe House, I shall even waive those 
rights in which my whole political existence is 
involved. > : 
: The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the motion submitted by the gentle- 
man from: Alabama shall go over until to-morrow 
morning? : ; 

There was no objection; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

“Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion for a moment. 

Mr HOUSTON. The gentleman desires to 
ask a committee of conference on a Senate bill. 

Mr. JONES. What bill is it? 

Mr. McMULLIN. ‘It is Senate bill No. 388, 
“authorizing the extension of the Alexandria 
and. Washington railroad into the District of Co- 
lumbia.’’? The House madean amendment to the 
bill, but the Senate disagreed to that amendment; 
and I now move that the Flouse insist on its 
amendment, and that a committee of conference 
be appointed on the part of the House to meet a 
like committee on the part of the Senate on the 
disagreeing vote. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to a 
privileged question, I desire to make a report from 
the Committee on Printing. . 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
motion pending, made by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] is of equal privilege. 

Mr. PHELPS. A communication was made 
from the Senate yesterday, to the House of 
Representatives, showing that the Secretary of the 
Senate had, by mistake, neglected to engross two 
amendments.to the civil and diplomatic bill. I ask 
that that message may be referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to be 
considered in connection with the civil and diplo- 
matie bill. i 

Jt was sò ordered. X 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Jongs’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. e 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Orrin the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the amendments of the Senate to House 
bill (No. 48) “ making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855.” 

The CHAIRMAN. Thecommittee, at its last 
sitting, had under consideration the eighty-seventh 
amendment of the Senate, which is in line nine 
hundred and ninety-three, to strike out ‘* $41,000,” 
and insert as follows: 


Which said salaries shall hereafter be, of the Chief Jus- || 
tice, #7,000, and of the Associate Justices, $6,500 each, || 


commencing the present fisca! year, $59,000. 
So as to make the clause read as follows: 


For salaries of the ChiefJustice of the Supreme Court 
and eight Associate Judges, which said salaries shall here- 
atter be, of the Chief Justice, $7,000, and of the Associate 


Justices, $6,500 each, commencing with the present fical | 


year, $59,000.77 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Haven] 
proposed to amend the amendment by striking 
out the word “ seven,” and inserting in lieu there- 
of the word “six,” and to amend also in the same 
line by striking out the word ‘‘ six,” and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof “ five,” and in the last line by 
striking out the word * nine.” 

The question was taken on Mr. Haven’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. | 
The question recurred on the Senateamend ment. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I propose to amend the! 
amendment by reducing the sum one dollar on | 


league that, under the circumstances of our having 
so short a portion of the session left to act on all 
the bills before Congress, I shali insist on the 
| Chair administering the rule which requires mem- 
bers to speak to their amendments. 1 say so in 
respect to my colleague’s amendment, because [ 
know that he will understand and appreciate my 
motive. , 

| Mr. PHILLIPS, I desire to makea correction 
| in my amendment. I propose to increase the sal- 
| aries one dollar, instead of reducing them. that 
amount. Iam very well aware of the value of 
| the time of the House at this period of the ses- 
sion. I know that there are important bills to be 
perfected, but I also know this, that there is not 
a measure before this House which is, in my esti- 
mation, of more importance than the particular 
amendment which now addresses itself to the at- 
tention of this committee. If there is one branch 
of this Government which should, more than an- 
other, receive the favor of this House, it is the 
Supreme Court, which constitutes a codrdinate 
branch of the Government. The judges of. this 
court have no political alliance, and therefore it 
is, 1 suppose, that no gentlemen on this floor are 
particularly interested in seeing that proper justice 
is done to them. If this were a proposition to 
| increase the compensation of the clerks of the 
House, of the pages of the House, or of the 
clerks of the Departments, there would be scores 
of gentlemen ready to stand up and urge the 
House to agree to it. I say, that if the judges 
of the Supreme Court were men of political in- 
fluence, there would not be so few members in 
this House anxious to urge their just claims upon 
us for an increaseof salary. Unlikealmost every 
other branch of the Government, they are cut off 
from the exercise of political influence. They 
hold their sessions remote from us, and remote 
from the society over which they might have in- 
fluence. That is the reason why so few members 
of this House seem disposed to support the Sen- 
ate’s amendment proposing to increase their sal- 
ary; a proposition which seems te me to be noth- 
ing more than common justice. Sir, I say if there 
is any one branch of the public service iil-paid, it 
is the service to which I have reference. We have 
propositions to increase the salaries of all other 
officers of the Government. Almost every other 
branch of the public service has succeeded in 
having the salaries of officers increased. Com- 
pare the labor, the responsibilities, the expenses 
attending this position, and you will find that even 
common justice requires, at our hands, that we 
should vote the increase proposed here by the Sen- 
ate and by my motion, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Will the gen- 
tleman yield me the floor? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Yes; you may have the rest 
of my time, 

Mr. STANTON. I oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from Alabama, My object in rising 
at this time is to oppose that amendment, for the 
reason that I am in favor of the original amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Now, sir, I presume that it is not necessary 
before this committee—composed as it is of gen- 
| tlemen, many of them belonging to the legal pro- 
fession, and all of them sufficiently well ac- 
quainted with the high character and importance 
of the duties performed by the judges of the Su- 
| preme Court of the United States—to refer to 
them. And, sir, I feel that nothing more is ne- 
| cessary, if, indeed, so much is necessary, than to 
| say that I believe that the sum proposed by the 
‘Senate, as an amendment to this clause, is not 
more than sufficient for-—— 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to a question of or- 
der. I think the gentleman is speaking upon the 
; Same side with the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. STANTON. No, sir; I am opposed to 
his amendment. I contend that the amount rec- 
| ommended by the Senate is just the right amount, 
and that the one dollar which the gentleman from 
Alabama proposes to add to it is one dollar too 
; Much, and for that reason I am opposed to his 
amendment. That is the point of my argument, 
and I will confine my remarks within the limits of 
proper debate in regard to it. 
| [Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. GROW. Is that speech in opposition to 
the one made by the gentleman from Alabama? 


each of the proposed augmentations of salary. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say to my col- í 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee said so. [A laughs] 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I withdraw my amendment, 
if there is no objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to the 
withdrawal. Let us have a vote upon it, 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Puyu- 
Lips’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to strike out the Sen- 
ate amendment, and insert in lieu thereof the words 
“and their salary shall be the same as now pre- 
scribed.by law.” I offer this amendment merely 
for the purpose of affording me the opportunity of 
expressing my opinion upon the amendment of the 
Senate. You have had presented to you, at the 
present session of Congress, a plan for the reor- 
ganization of the judiciary of the United States. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman proposes, by his amendment, to 
strike out the amount proposed by the Senate, and 
to insert in lieu thereof the amount now prescribed 
by law. Iask if a concurrerice in the recommend- 
ation of the committee, that is to non-concur in 
the amendment of the Senate, does not produce 
that very effect? Whether that question is not 
involved in the question of concurrence or non- 
concurrence, and if so, the amendment cannot be 
in order. : 

Mr.PHELPS. The gentleman from Alabama 
misunderstands my amendment. It is to amend 
the amendment of the Senate by striking all of it 
out, and inserting in lieu thereof the words * and 
their salaries shall be the same as now prescribed 
by law.” £ i 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair understands the 
amendment, and is of opinion that it is in order. 

Mr. PHELPS. At the commencement of this 
session of Congress you had presented to both 
Houses of Congress a proposition for the reor- 

anization of the judiciary of the United States. 

omplaints are made to you from every quarter, 
of the insufficiency of the salaries of the judges of 
the United States courts. The judges of the dis- 
trict courts of the United States come here, and 
ask for an increase of their salaries. The com- 
mittee of this House who were charged with the 
investigation of this matter, have declared their in- 
tention to renort a bill providing for the reorgan- 
ization of all the courts of the United States. 
Plans were pending, at that time, for the ceritral- 
ization and consolidation of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in order not to require the 
judges of the Supreme Court of the United States 
to perform circuit court duties, but to constitute 
another set of judges to perform those duties. 
Now, if it is the intention of Congress to consoli- 
date the Supreme Court of the United States, and to 
release them from the performance of circuit court 
duties—and the reason upon which they ask to be 
released from the performance of their circuit court 
duties, is, that the business of both the Supreme 
Court and the circuit courts, have greatly increased 
within the last few years—you release them from 
the performance of that class of their duties which 
causes them a great part of their expense, and 
that is the necessity of traveling over distant por- 
tions of the country in order to hold their circuit 
courts. 

I have another objection to the increase of these 
salaries. I object to the enlargement of the sal- 
aries in this manner. J object to a minority, or 
at least to but a small majority of the committee 
fastening upon the civil and diplomatic bill an 
amendment providing for the increase of salaries, 
a subject which legitimately and properly belongs 
to another and a separate bill. If you are going 
to reorganize the judiciary, in the bill for that 
purpose you should fix the salaries of the judges, 
and graduate the salaries of the different grades of 
judges as you believe to be right and proper. Do 
not let the salaries of the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States alone be here raised, 
and thereby allow it to be said that partiality has 
been shown to those judges. Many of the judges 
of the district courts receive but a thousand dol- 
lars a year, and others only fifteen hundred, who, 
in the discharge of their duties, and oftentimes in 
consequence of the absence of the judges of the 
Supreme Court, who properly hold the circuit 
courts, have to hold the circuit courts and per- 
form the duties of the judges of those courts. 
Now, then, you propose to make an invidious 
distinction. You propose that the salaries of the 
Supreme Court judges shall be increased, while 
you do not propose to increase the salaries of 
another equally meritorious class of citizens and 
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the balance of the day. 1 am opposed to the | 
amendment, and ask that the vote may be taken | 
at once. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose the | 
speech made by the member of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, who has just taken his seat, | 
was intended as a backer to that of his colleague : 
upon the Committee of Ways and Means, {Mr 
Puewps,] and that it is in order to speak in oppo- 
gion. 3 l 

Mr JONES, of Tennessee. Irise toa question | 
of order. What is there before the committee that | 
the gentleman from Virginia can speak upon? i 

Mr. SMITH. I submit that the gentleman | 
from Tennessee did not speak in opposition to the | 
7 | 
| 


gentleman from Missouri. The gentleman from | 
Missouri proposes to allow the salaries of the | 
judges to remain as they are. The gentleman 
from Tennessee proposes to do the same thing. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman from | 
Tennessee proposes to accomplish the same object. į 
by a different course. | 

Mr.PueLrs’s amendment was then disagreed to. | 

Mr. SMITH. I now propose to reduce the ; 
amounts appropriated in this amendment to $6,500 | 
for the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and to 
$6,000 for the Associate Judges. 

Mr. Chairman, if I can get the ear of the com- 
mittee for a few moments, Í think what I have to 
say will not be entirely unprofitable. I suppose 
the American people, as well as the American 
Congress, ought to be disposed, and are disposed, 
to place these high functionaries in an independent 
position, They are intrusted with the highest 
jurisdiction. They have the gravest duties to 
perform, and they should never know the pressure 
of pecuniary wants. They should be placed be- 
yond the reach of temptation. Their salaries 
ought to be sufficient to make them perfectly 
independent. 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. SMITH. Oh, 1 hope the gentleman from | 
Georgia will allow me to go on without interrup- 
tion. 

Mr. SEWARD. I insist upon my point of 
order. The gentleman has moved to reduce the 
salaries of the judges, and he is making a speech 
in favor of increasing them. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair has not been || 
able to hear a word the gentleman from Virginia 
has said, and, therefore, cannot decide whether he 
is in order or not. 

Mr. SMITH. Why I go for increasing the 
amount of these salaries. 

Mr. SEWARD. But the amendment was the 
other way. 

Mr. SMITH. My amendment is to reduce the 
amount fixed in the Senate amendment, but to, 
increase that allowed under existing law. But, | 
sir, I am making my argument to those in this | 
committee who can appreciate it. f 

Mr. SEWARD. I doubt very much whether | 
anybody in this committee can appreciate the | 

l 
i 
i 


speeches of the gentleman from Virginia at all į 
times. [Laughter.] i 

Mr. SMITH. lam very sure that is the con- | 
dition of the gentleman from Georgia. But, sir, | 
to proceed: And as I find it necessary to repeat i 
the remarks | have already made, 1 hope what , 
time has already been consumed will not be taken i 
out of my five minutes. I was saying that it was | 
the very highest duty of the American people, 
and of the American Congress, to place these high | 
functionaries in a position pecuniarily which shall 
place them entirely beyond the reach of tempta- | 
tion. They should never become embarrassed in ‘| 
the discharge of their high and grave duties by || 
the wants of life. J said that in this view of the j 
subject all of us would be prepared to do what | 
was right and proper. 


| spected, and beloved; yet he and his family are 


‘| of the Government to be denied what is absolutely 


ia moment? 


‘| argument, addressed in support of a proposition, is 


The question is just this: As the salary which | 
they are now receiving sufficient to place them in ; 
this situation? I was going onto state, and I will | 
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United States. 

The committee then have the facts as to one of 
these judges. I shall not comment on the salary 
paid Chief Justice Taney. He is known, re- 


unable to live on the salary which he now receives. 
While we all participate in the burdens of in- 
creased expenditure, are these high functionaries 


necessary to their support? And I say to this com- 
mittee that one of the judges, feels, that instead of 
the Government supporting him, he is helping to 
support the Government. Fle lays out $3,000 in 
house-rent, $500 as traveling expenses, in going 
over a distance of eleven thousand miles, and has 
$1,000 left for the support and education of his 
family. Will you not increase this man’s salary, 
and at least leave him $2,500, the amount proposed 
by my amendment? Is the allowance an unreason- 
able one? Can any member refuse the proposition 
his vote in view of all the circumstances? 

Mr. SEWARD. I am opposed to increase of 
pay for this reason: The Judges of the Supreme 
Court are not responsible to the people of this 
country, and it sometimes happens that in the ex- 
ercise of the power with which they are clothed, 
they commit great outrages on the people’s rights. 
They sometimes use power which does not belong 
to them under the Constitution of the United 
States. We have had a recent instance of the 
exercise of such power, and the only way in 
which we can control this branch of the Govern- 
ment is to refuse to increaseitspay. Let usteach 
them that while they are not directly responsible 
to the people, they are, at least, dependent on the 
people of this country for their salaries. 

Now, in reference to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Smrrn.] It is perfectly apparent to 
the members of this committee that he has ander- 
taken to assume to himself the responsibility of 
the entire legislation of this country. [Laughter.] 
He has set up for himself a higher order of intel- 
lect than anybody else is willing to accord to 
him, [renewed laughter;] and l want the gentle- 
man to understand, however much he may desire 
to read lectures to other people, that when he un- 
dertakes to read them to me he must do it respect- 
fully. I have sought to injure the feelings of no 
one. I have treated all respectfully, and f shall 
not tolerate disrespect from the gentleman from 
Virginia, or anybody else. When I am the ag- 
gressor, and do wrong, I shall acknowledge it. 

Mr. SMITH. Will the gentleman yield tome 


Mr.SEWARD. Certainly. 
Mr. SMITH. I will ask the gentleman if it is 
not disrespectful to get up here, and say that an 


not in support of that proposition? 

Mr. SEWARD. ‘The gentleman said that my 
comprehension was so dull that he knew I could 
not appreciate the argument. ` 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Georgia must confine himself to the amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. Having said thus much, 1 
propose to say nothing more. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Smirn’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. HUNT. I move to increase the salaries 
in the amendment $1,000. 

My object in addressing the committee is to 
support the proposition of the Senate, although 1 
do not deem the amount moved in addition to that | 
recommendéd by the Senate, at all too large. As 
wise and enlightened legislators we should duly | 
appreciate the learning, virtue, and ability of the 
judges of the Supreme Court, who only attain | 
their elevated position after a life of great labor— 
the lucubrationes viginti ennorum—the study, the 


i ing., Let us fai 


reflections, and practice of many years. A judge 


of theSupreme Court must have varied, extensive, 
and profound attainments; and he must especially 
be learned in all the departmenta.of his high pro- 
fession. And; Mr. Chairman, ull. these’ attain- 
ments and this learning cannot be acquired by the 
ablest man in a period short of fifteen or twenty 
years; for, whatever may be the force of natural 
genius, labor,and study, and experience are neces~ 
sary for the acquisition of the knowledge indis- 
pensable to a judge. Properly estimating. that 
knowledge. so requisite to the administration of 
public justice, and knowing how few possess it 
fully, we should take care to keep the door of 
honor open to the competent by offering such: sal- 
aries as may operate upon their ambition to aspire 
to and accept the exalted and dignified office of a 
judge. The salary of a judge of the Supreme 
Court should at least be sufficient to maintain him 
and his family according to the condition in which 
he stands in society. His expensesare necessarily 
large. He must receive and entertain the mem- 
bers of the bar, and other distinguished and learned 
persons who will feel disposed to visit him. And 
if he has children they must be liberally educated, 
and supported in a manner suitable to his high 
position. Gentlemen should bear in mind too, 
the severe and constant duties of the judge. His 
life is devoted to labor by day and by night, by 
the light of the sun, and by the light of the lamp. 
While others are indulging in recreation and en- 
joyment, he is poring over books of ancient and 
modern learning, examining and developing the 
principles of his noble science, and weighing those 
things which are proper to form a perfect judg- 
ment for his country, and all parties that appear 
before his tribunal. 

In estimating what is a proper salary for a judge 
we should not Jose sight of what an eminent law- 
yer usually earns by his practice atthe bar, It 
is not uncommon for a distinguished lawyer in 
any of our large cities, and even, elsewhere, to 
earn $15,000 or $20,000 a. year. While this is 
the case, it is certainly but fair that the judge 
should receive at least the salary proposed. in the 
amendment of the Senate. i A eas 

But there are other considerations which. rec- 
ommend the amendment. A judge: should» be 
independent in his circumstances. He ought not 
to be troubled and harassed by pecuniary cares. 
He should be free and ready at all times, to de- 
vote his entire energies, his heart and soul to the 
cases that come before him for his decision, And 
he should also be independent through his salary, 
go as to be beyond temptation and beyond suspi- 
cion. He ought so to be provided for, as not only 
to be able to maintain his family properly, but.to 
command the entire confidence of his fellow citi- 
zens in the uprightness and disinterestedness of 
his action. 

And now, looking upon this matter practically, 
we all know that the expenses of living have in- 
creased greatly in Washington of late years, and 
that if a judge who has a family, rears up his 
children here, where he is obliged to spend so 


| much of his time, he can with difficulty meet his 


expenses, unless he is possessed of a private 


| fortune. ‘Now, then, I would ask, is the office 


to be kept open only to the wealthy? Are the 
wise, the virtuous, and. the learned, who: have 
lived regardless of worldly pelf, and who have 


| not accumulated riches, to be excluded from the 
: bench. 


Is this Democratic doctrine? Is this a 
doctrine for the government of science? No, sir; 
let us be just and liberal. Letus appreciate learn- 
rly compensate labor. Let us se- 
cure independent men for the judgment seat, men 
above suspicion, men who will faithfully devote 
their time to the business of their great office. 

But, it has been urged as a reason against an 
increase of salary, that the judges are not respon- 
sible to the people. Not responsible to the peo- 
ple! Is this true, constitutionally? Sir, they are 
responsible to the people as long as they are re- 
sponsible to the organs constituted by the people 
to impeach and to try them in case of delinquency. 
But, I would ask, if you diminish the salaries of 
judges, do you thereby increase their responsi- 
bility? If you adopta pitiful salary which would 
only be received by a mean, an ignorant, and an 
incompetent man, do you thereby increase the 
responsibility of the judicial office? 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise simply 
to say that 1 am opposed to the amendment of the 
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gentleman from Louisiana, and I hope. the vote 
willbe taken on the amendment, as I desire to 
offer another as soon as-it is disposed of. 

‘The question was taken on Mr. Huwr’s amend- 
ment; and it was not agreed to... - : 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I propose-the 

following améndment to the amendment of the 
Senate: T 
~ And the salary of the judge of the orphans’ court in the 
District.of Columbia, shall be $2,000. 
-: Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit a ques- 
tion of order in respect to thisamendment.. Itis on 
a different subject entirely. It has no-connection 
with the Supreme Court; and it proposes to change 
the existing law. . i 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 

ennessee, and rules the amendment of his col- 
league out:of order, : 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senate by reducing the increase $900 
in each case. f is 

T shall not detain the committee five minutes; 
but I desire to call the attention of the committee 
to this important fact: This civil and diplomatic 
bill was originally intended to make appropria- 
tions. It was not intended to be made the medium 
for the increase of salaries. 

Mr. HUNT.. I ask if the gentleman isin order? 
Tobject to his proceeding in this argument, as he 
is not speaking to his amendment. ; 
<: The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 


i 
Chair to determine whether he isin order or not. 
But the Chair has been appealed to by three’ ‘dif- 
ferent gentlemen to enforce the rule, and the Chair 
will feel himself constrained to do so. The Chair, 
‘therefore, hopes that the gentleman from Virginia 
will confine himself strictly to the explanation of 
his amendment. ; 

' Mr: MceMULLIN, I shall do'so. Now, ‘it 
occurs to me, that this amendment of the Senate 
should not have been put into this bill. This ‘is 
‘an appropriation bill, and is not tobe made a 
national omnibus to carry through this House all 
the amendments of a character similar to this. 

Mr. HUNT. I respectfully repeat my ques- 
tion of order. na 

Mr.McMULLIN. The gentleman has made 
his speech; and the call to order comes with à bad 
igrace from him. [hold that the salaries of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court are now amply suf- 
ficient for them. When the President, who rules 
‘over this ‘great nation, is unable to find men com- 
petent to discharge these daties, for the salaries 
now provided, then, and then only, it will betime 
for gentlemen’ to act upon this ‘doctrine for an in- 
crease of the salaries of the judges. Sir, when- 
ever a vacancy happens in the office of a judge, 
either in a State or a Territory, you find swarms 
of applicants coming forward with recommenda- 
tions of appointment for that office. 

The CH. IRMAN. The Chair would inform 
the gentleman that the rule requires that he should 
confine his remarks to the amendment. 

Mr. MeMULLLIN. That was what I was 
doing. I was attempting to show that it is not 
necessary to increase the salaries of the judges; 
and is it not a legitimate argument to that end, to 
show that when there is a vacancy in the office of 
one of these judges, you find swarms of persons 
sons seeking the appointment to the vacancy? 

I admit that these gentlemen live a life of labor, 
and that they are gentlemen of high legal qualifi- 
cations and attainments. But have you ever 
known a judge resign his office on account of the 
inadequacy of his salary? Has the gentleman 
from New Orleans [Mr. Hunt] ever known an 
instance of that sort? 

Mr, PERKINS, of Louisiana, (in his seat.) 
I have known such cases. 

Mr.McMULLIN. Well, the gentleman is a 
rare man. 

But aside from that matter, I hold, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the committee ought not now to in- 
crease these salaries, You have before the House 
a general bill providing for the increase of the 


judges’ salaries generally. Now, this whole mat- |! 


ter of salaries should be settled in connection with 

that bill. Let this civil andjdiplomatic bill have 
as few amendments attached to it ag possible. 

Here the hammer fell. 

x. HOUSTON. I am opposed to the amend- 


nia ‘has hardly proceeded far enough for the || 


mient of the gentleman from Virginia, and I am 


anaes | 


! district of California, commencing the 23d of January, 


| point of. order upon it now. The gentleman has 


| 
| 


| 


| order upon that amendment. 
, crease the salaries of the district judges. 


| that the amendment is not in order. 


ayy 


i gentleman takes an appeal from the decision of 
| the Chair, he can state the 


opposed to any other amendment which may be | 
offered to the Senate amendment. I want to get 
to a vote immediately upon the question of con- 
currence or non-concurrence. appeal to the 
committee to proceed at oncetoa vote. We have 
much. other and important business connected 
with this bill, and I doubt not all of-our minds 
are made up upon this question. : 

The question was then taken upon Mr. McMut- 
LIN?’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon coneurrence 
in the Senate amendment, ; 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded tell- 
ers. 

Tellers ‘were ordered; and Messrs. Knox and 
So..ers were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 56, noes 80. 
So the Senate amendment was non-concurred 


in, 
Eighty-eighth amendment: 


For compensation of the district judge of the southern 


1854, $4,028 88. 


Mr. PARKER. I havea proposition to amend 
that amendment, which I think will meet with 
universal approbation in this committee. It is in 
reference to the regulation of the salaries of the |! 
district judges of the United States. I send up 
my amendment to the Clerk’s desk, and ask to 
have it read. $ : 

“Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman does not 
wish to have his amendment read, I will make a 


«stated what it is. . 

Mr. PARKER.. I do wish to have it read. I 
move to add at the end of the Senate amendment 
the following: 


And that the judges of the district courts of the United 
States shall receive, as compensation for their Services, 
the following yearly salaries, to be paid quarterly from the 
Treasury of the United States, to wit: . 

The judges of the districts of the States of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Dela- 
ware, New Jersey, Iowa, and Wisconsin, $2,000. 

The judge of the northern district of Florida, $2,250. 

The judges of the western district of Virginia, North 
Carolina, eastern, western, and middle districts of ‘Ten- 
nessee, northern and southern districts of Mississippi, 
western district of Pennsylvania, western district of Lou- 
isiana, Texas, Kentucky, Ohio, indiana, Missouri, eastern 
and western districts of Arkansas, Ilinois, and Michigan, 


500, ‘ 

The judges of the districts of Georgia, South Carolina, 
éastern district of Virginia, northern district of New York, 
horthérn and southern districts of Alabama, $2,750." 

The judges of the districts of Maryland; Massachusetts, 
eastern district of Pennsylvania, southern district of Flor- 
ida, and southern district of California, $3,000. 

, $3,500. 


The judge of the eastern district of Louisiana. 
w York, $3,750. 


The judge of the southern district of Ne 
The judge of the northern district of California, Ho, 000, 

Mr. HOUSTON I now raise a question of 
It proposes to in- 
The 
amendment of the Senate, to which it is offered, 
makes appropriation for the increase of the salaries 
in pursuance of alaw passed the present session 
of Congress, and is, therefore, a proper and legit- 
imate appropriation to be inserred in a general 
appropriation bill, There is no law authorizing 
the increase proposed in the amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana. I submit, therefore, 


| 

l 

Mr. PARKER. 1 desire to say a word upon |: 
the question of order. ji 
Mr. HOUSTON. It is not debatable. I ob- |} 


ect, 

Mr. PARKER.. This is for the compensation | 
of district judges. ` 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from In- 
diana cannot proceed with his reasons except by | 
the unanimous consent of the committee. If the |! 


i 
1 
i 
: 
j 
i 


grounds of his appeal. 
Mr. PARKER. I do appeal, and upon this | 
ground. The amendment of the Senate is to pro- |j 
vide for the compensation of adistrict judge. My 
amendment is to provide for the compensation of 
other district judges. The amendment is, there- |! 
fore, germane upon its face. i 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the i 
gentleman is arguing his amendment, and not l 
stating the grounds of his appeal. i 
Mr. PARKER, I will observe, further, that the | 

| 


i 
t 
i 
i 
j 
i 
j 
H 


salaries of the judges of the courts in California 
are already fixed 


by law. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I must call the gentleman to 


: $2,000, if he would publish but o 


| to be taken on concurring or no: 


| amendment all after the word ‘t 


order. He is arguing his amendment. The dif- 
ference between the amendments is very clear. - 
Mr. PARKER. There is no difference what- 
ever. between them. 
Mr. KERR. I ask for tellersu 
Tellers were not ordered. a 
The question was taken; and-on a division, 


pon the appeal. 


i there were—nyes 56, noes 46; no quorum. 


Mr. BELCHER. T demand tellers. 
~ TheCHAIRMAN. Tellers have been refused, 
but they may be, by unanimous consent, now or- 
dered. aoe 
There was no objection. 
-Tellers were ordered; an 
Cox were appointed. 
The question was ta 


d Messrs. McNair and 


ken; and the decision of the 


| Chair was sustained, thetellers having reported— 
| ayes 70, noes 56. 


The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment of the Senate. was concurred in. 


Eighty-ninth amendment: 

Strike out <'$12,300,7? and insert *¢ $19,900,*? so that the 
paragraph will read: 

For salaries of the Attorney General, and the clerks and 
messenger in his office, $19,900, ` 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred-in, - 


Ninetieth amendment: 


` Insert at the end of the clause, ‘‘ For salary of the re- 


porter of the Decisions of the Supreme Court, $1,300,” the 
wotds.“ if only one volume of the reports shall be published, 
and in case the Supreme Court shall direct him to publish 
two volumes, then the sum of $1,300 for each volume so 
published ;??"so as to make it read: 

For salary of the reporter of the Decisions of the Su- 
preme Court, $1,300, if only-one volume of the reports shall 
be published; and in case the Supreme Court shall direct 
him to publish two volumes, then the sum of $1,300 for 
each volume so published. 


Mr. PECKHAM. I move to strike out the 


| Senate amendment. I think that we are gettin 


reports enough from this Supreme Court, as well 
as from other courts; and from the specimen we 
have had of the réports of that court, I do not 
think that we ought to offer a premium to increase 
the number. I think that in ‘the reports of the 
Supreme Court of the United States already pub- 
lished, there is a greater quantity of chaff for the 


| Same quantity of wheat than in any other reports. 


e have reports of the argument, of all the pa- 
pers and pleadings; making sometimes one case 
constitute a volume, -I hope that the committee 
in this case will not offer a premium, at least so 
far as the latter clause of this section is concerned. 
The latter part of the clause proposes, that if the 
Supreme Court shall direct him to publish two 
volumes, then the sum of $1,300 shall be paid for 
each volume so published. {i move to strike out 
the latter part of the clause. I have no objection 
to the first part. I would much rather give him 
Í ne volume, than 
$3,000 if he published two. The less of these 
reports we have in this extended form the better 
for the country and the profession. : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose that the 
committee, after the very high-wrought eulogy 
ponent upon this Supreme Court, will at 
east trust them to say whether they will have one 
or two volumes of these decisions printed. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Iask for a division of the 
question. 

The CHAIRMAN, Thegentlemanfrom New 
York [Mr. Pecxuam] proposes to strike out the 
Senate amendment. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I will with 


Iw. draw my amend- 
ment, as I have no objection to 


allowing the vote 


n-concurring with 
the Senate amendment. 


Mr. WALSH. I renew 
call for a division of the 
The CHAIRMAN. 
York proposes to stri 


the amendment, and 
question. 

The gentleman from New 
ke out from the Senate 
à published,” or 
the following words: 


_ And in case the Supreme Court shall direct him to pub- 
lish two volumes, then the sum of $1,300 for each volume 


zo published, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentlemen 
will just non-concur with the Senate amendment, 
they will accomplish the object they have in view. 
In the original bill passed by the House, the ap- 
propriation for the salary of the reporter of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court was fixed at 
$1,300, npon the presumption that he was to pub- 


Le ace 
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Senate amendment, you have the thing as it was 
originally passed. . 

Mr. WALSH. Ido not insist upon it, if it is 
distinctly understood that it leaves the proposition 
as stated in the first two lines. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Ninety-first amendment: 

Page forty-three, line one thousand and thirty-five, strike 
out the word “ ten,” and insert in lieu thereof the words 
six of the.” 

The clause, as amended, reads: | 

For salaries of six of the additional clerks, &c. Hi 

| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence |i 
in the amendment. | 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninety-second amendment: 

Line one thousand and forty strike out “ $10,800,” and 
insert in lieu thereof ‘ 6,000. 

The clause, as amended, reads: 

For salaries of six of the additional clerks, authorized by 
the acts of August 6, 1846, August 12, 1848, Mareh 3, 1851, | 
and August 31, 1852, $5,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence | 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninety-third amendment: 
For one additional clerk in the office of the assistant |! 
treasurer at Boston, Massachusetts, $1,200, | 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. | 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninety-fourth amendment: 


Page one thousand and forty-five strike out “ for salary 
of chief clerk to the assistant treasurer at New York, 
$1,600,” and insert in Heu thereof the following : ' 

For clerks, messenger, and watchmen in the office of the 
assistant treasurer at New York, 313,900, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninety-fifth amendment: 


Page forty-six, line one thousand one hundred and ten, 
after the word ‘* dollars,” add the following: 

And the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to contract for the construction of a custom- 
house on said site, to include accommodations for a pôst 
office and United States court room, at a cost not exceeding 
$200,000. 


The clause, as amended, reads: 


, To purchase a site for custom- house at Providence, Rhode 
Island, $24,000, and the Secretary of the Treasury, &c. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. I propose to 
amend the amendment of the Senate by increas- 
ing the appropriation $100. 

I would not rise at this time in the House to ask 
this appropriation for the city of Providence, if I 
did not see that every other city of equal size in 
this whole Republic, and under similar circum-« 
stances as those under which Providence stands, ! 
has received appropriations as large as that asked | 
for. Some of no more than half the population | 
have received appropriations amounting to that | 
which is asked for Providence. And I do not see || 
why we should be singled out at this time to be || 
excluded from the common benefits conferred on |} 

ji 


other cities. 

The revenues paid to the national Treasury 
from this port in Rhode Island has amounted to 
$10,000,000, and we have never from the first re- 
ceived any appropriations for a custom-house, 
save of about $8,000, by which the present build- | 
ing was erected. We ask but one fiftieth part |, 
of the revenues received there in that long time || 
to erect a building necessary for the business of | 
the city. This building is designed to accommo- | 
date not merely the custom-house, but the post 
office, and the courts of the United States. “Phe 
site has been selected, having three of its sides | 
fronting streets; and you cannot put up a cheap | 
orsmall building to meet the increase of business, | 
and afford suitable accommodation for all these | 
departments. | ! 

I think in view of these facts, that the city of | 
Providence and the State of Rhode Island, though | 
she is a small State, should be treated as other | 
cities and States are, which collect equal revenues. || 
I ask that, and nothing more. T ask the Com- | 


| priated, or isnot in the progress of appropriation ? 


| do with it, if you do not allow us an appropriation | 


! appropriation. 
| point. She collects a larger revenue than Provi- 


| question is, is she entitled to three, four, or five 


| Richmond, with a population of twenty-seven 


| lation of Providence now, is fifty thousand. Mo- | 
| bile with a population of twenty thousand in 1850, | 


; when this subject was up in connection to another | 


i take In the manner in which he discusses this | 
amendment. He speaks of the population of his | 


! any of these cities, taking into consideration, at: 


mittee of Ways and Means to show mea single | 
city in this whole country on the seaboard, with 

an equal population and revenue, where an | 
amount near to this has not already been appro- 


We have already a site, and I ask what we are to 


H 
| 
to erecta building thereon? | 
Now, sir, allow me to makéastatement of facts, | 
which will show the propriety of making such an | 
The city of Charleston, with a | 
population not larger than ours, has already had | 
$1,000,000 appropriated for a custom-house atthat | 


i 
i 
: 
i 


dence does, and I do not say she is not entitled to | 
a larger appropriation than Providence. But the 


times as much as we are? We do not object to 
what she has, but justice compels us to say that 
if she is entitled to $1,500,000, and it will require 
thatsum at least to complete hers, the city of Prov- 
idence muy fairly ask for $200,000. The city of 


thousand, and a revenue about equal to ours, has 
had appropriated for her $250,000. Is Providence 
entitied to anything less than that? Mobile with | 
about the same population, and with not much ! 
larger revenue, has also received $250,000. In | 
speaking of these places, I speak of their popula- 
tion as shown by the censusof 1850. The popu- || 


has received $250,000, and Providence, it seems | 
to me, is the only place which gentlemen are will- 
ing to cutoff. Is it because she isa small State? 
That is no reason why this injustice should be’ 
done, and I appeal to gentlemen from the large : 


States to sustain us in this matter, and give us | 
their aid. We have not asked anything before | 
and we only ask now for a fiftieth part of the reve- 
nue which has been collected in that city, to erect | 
a building which shall be useful and elegant. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I donot expect to engage | 
in any debate growing up in reference to these | 
custom-houses. i expressed my views very fully | 


bill, but I feel bound, in justification of the action | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, to pre- 
sent the facts bearing upon this case. 

(The committee here rose informally, and the: 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message | 
was received from the Senate, by Aspury Dick- 
ins, Esq., their Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill of the House, for | 
the relief of Daniei Steenrod, with an amendment, | 
in which he was directed to ask the concurrence i 
of the House. | i 

Mr. HOUSTON, (resuming.) The gentleman | 
from Rhode Island, I think, makes an entire mis- | 


city in comparison with that of other places. The || 
amount of revenue collected at Providence is | 
about $65,000 a year, while at Richmond the /! 
amount of revenue collected is more than $150,000; | 
and at Mobile it is over $100,000. So the com- ; 


mittee will see that the gentleman fails in his ar- | 
gument whenever he refers to the amount of pop- | 
ulation of the cities, and loses sight of the amount: 
of business which is done at these several points. | 
ft is the matter of the amount of business done at | 


the same time, the number of persons in the em- | 
ploy of the Government there, which makes it 
necessary to have these custom-houses at all. 
Besides, the Committee of Ways and Means | 
recoramended an appropriation, which was adopted | 
by the House, and which goes to the full extent | 
of the recommendation of the Secretary of the | 
‘Treasury. “ne recommendation of the Secretary | 
of the Treasury at the commencement of the | 
present Congress, was in these words: l 
“On a full examination of the city of Providence, no ' 
suitable site could be obtained fora new custom-house for | 
alesssum than $40,000; and ifa new custom-house is to be | 
erected, it would be bad economy to build on an improper | 
site. 
ne The Department being satisfied that a proper site will H 
cost that amount, has asked for 824,000 in addition to the ! 
$16,000 already appropriated, in order to bring the subject | 
to the attention of Congress, and recommending the appro- | 
priation for that purpose, and of that amount.?? i 
In this bill, preceding the amendment of the | 
Senate, gentlemen will perceive that there is an | 


| East. 


appropriation of $24,000 for this purpose, which 
is the amount the Secretary of the Treasury asked 
for. But, sir, this amendmentis based upon no 
recommendation or estimate of the Secretary of 
the Treasury—at least upon none that hag ever 
come before the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or become a part of the records of the House. 
Then, again, at the last session of Congress, we 
made an appropriation, which is in the following 
language: 

“ For the purchase of land additional to the present cus- 
tom-house lot at Providence, Rhode Island, 16,000 ; and 
for the erection of a new custom-house at said port, which 
shall be so constructed and arranged as to furnish a suitable 
room for the United States circuit and district courts, with 
the necessary offices for district judge, clerk, marshal, &c, 
$34,000: Provided, That the entire cost of such additional 
site and building shall in no event exceed the sum hereby 
appropriated.” 

But, in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury at the present session, it was stated that 
a proper site could not be obtained for the amount 
appropriated. The Secretary of the Treasury 
asked that a further appropriation of $24,000 
should be granted for that purpose. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means recommended, and 
the House agreed, that that additional amount 
should be appropriated; making, in all, $74,000 
for completing the building for a custom-house, 
court-room, &e. It is true that further appropri- 
ations were asked for all these custom-houses, but 
the committee recommended this. 

Now, sir, I have no feeling in relation to the 
matter. I do not care whether the committee 
agrees to this amendment or not. But I ask that 
the vote shall be taken. 

Mr. Davis’s amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island, moved a pro 


|| forma amendment, and said: Mr. Chairman, I de- 


sire to state that when the calculations were made 
for the first building in Providence, it was con- 
templated to build only a custom-house. But on 
an examination of the city, it was found that the 
sum appropriated for the purchase of a site, would 
not purchase a proper one. The Department, 
therefore, recommended an additional appropria- 
tion for a site. I will state, however, that this 
appropriation, which it is now proposed to make, 
is for a custom-house, court-room, and post of- 
fice—the same as the other custom-houses which 
have been provided for. 

Now, one word in reference to another subject. 
The gentleman says the revenue collected at the 
city of Providence is not as great as that collected 
in other cities. Now, sir, the revenue. collected 
there is more than it is in two or three other cities 
where custom-houses are established, The reve- 
nues collected at Providence are about the same 
that they are in Richmond, and they are more 
than they are in some of the other cities. They 
are larger than they are in Louisville.. They are 
larger, so far as those from the post office is con- 
cerned, and that is a point that should not be over- 
looked. 

They have about fifty officials there, and that is 
much more than you will find in many of these ` 
custom-houses. They have about twenty-five 
connected with the custom-house proper, about 
fifteen in the post office, and ten or twelve con- 
nected with the courts; so that we stand on as good 
footing as mostof the places where custom-houses 
are established. Sir, the city of Providence 1s 
important enough in point of revenue, in point of 
population, and in point of wealth to demand the 
erection of this building, and I hope this House 
as a matter of justice, will adopt the amendment. 

I appeal to the generosity of the House, while 


i they are appropriating more than $2,000,000 for 


the West, that they should do something for the 
The East is entitled to some consideration 


as well as the West. It is true that the sun sets 


iin the West, but it is equally true that it rises in 


the East. We only ask for this little amount, and 
I+trust it will be granted: 


Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not intend to submit 
an argument. Ihave said all that I desire to on 
the question under consideration. In answer to 
the gentleman from Rhode Island, 1 would refer 
him to the law, which is in these words: 


£ For the purchase of land additional to the present cus- 
tom-house lot at Providence, Rhode Island, $16,000 ; and 
for the erection of a new custom-house at said port, which 
shali he so constructed and arranged as to furnish a suitable 
room tor the United States cireuit and district courts, with 
ihe necessary offices for district judge, clerk, marshal, &c. 
$34,000: Provided, That the entire cost of such additional 


2046 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


August I, 


site and building shall, in no event, exceed the sum hereb 
appropriated.” : 

So the gentleman is evidently mistaken. 

: Mr. DAVIS. It could not be made. 

Mr. Davis’s amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on concurrence in the 
Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. THURSTAON.. I demand tellers. 
“Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WASHBURN, 
of-Maine, and Prarr, were appointed. ' 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was concurred in; the tellers 
having reported—ayes 69, noes 53. 

Ninety-sixth amendment: 

For the rebuilding of the custom-house, Portland, Maine, 
including accommodations for a post office and rooms for 
the United States courts, $200,000. 

Mr, HAVEN. The committee recommend a 
concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. FULLER. I propose the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the clause just 
read: 

That $3,600 ofthe abovesum, which was appropriated in 
the civil and diplomatic bill of 1850, be hereby reappropriated 
for the purpose of repairs, alterations, and furniture, for 
the custom-house at Castine, in the collection district of 
Penobscot. 

In explanation of that amendment, I have this 
to say, that by the appropriation act of 1850, in 
the civil and diplomatic bill, the sum named in my 
amendment was appropriated for repairs at that 

lace. ` 

Mr. WALSH. Is the amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. FULLER. The amendment I offer is a 
distinct and independent amendment. It makes 
a reappropriation of the sum of money which was 
appropriated in a former bill. 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it 
is not in order, ag it introduces an original propo- 
sition. 

Mr, FULLER. I offer it as a distinct, inde- 
pendent proposition, to carry out an existing pro- 
vision of law. 

The CHAIRMAN, It is not in order to any 
amendment which the Senate has sent back to the 
House. 

Mr. FULLER. I would ask whether the 
amendment would be in order at any other por- 
tion of the bill. It is clearly within the meaning 
of the rule, that the appropriation must be made 
in accordance with an existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN, That may be true, and 
the amendment may have been perfectly in order 
to the original bill or in the Senate. But the com- 
mittee are now engaged in the consideration ofthe 
Senate amendments, and the Chair decides that 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Maine is not in order to the amendment of the 
Senate. 

Mr. LINDSLEY. I offer the following amend- 


ment: 

‘To increase the salary of the custom house officer at 
Sandusky, so as to make it $1,250, equal to that of the col- 
lector at Detroit. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It changes exist- 
ing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
amendment is not in order. It is not germane to 
any pending amendment, and it proposes to change 
existing law. 

Mr. LINDSLEY. An amendment passed at 
the last session of Congress precisely like this. 

The CHAIRMAN. It may have originated 
in the other wing of the Capitol. The rules 
which govern that body are very different from 
our own. 

Mr. LINDSLEY. I respectfully give notice 
that on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, I 
shall introduce a bill for the purpose of accom- 
plishing the same object. 


Ninety-seventh amendment: 


_For the completion of the custom-house at San Fran- 
cisco, California, including all expenses of filling in, piling, 
sewers, drains, pavements, inclosure, gateways, the extin- 


guishment of private claims for the possession of the whole | 


or any part thereof, and contingencies incident thereto, 
$163,386 09. 


Mr. IAYEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


` Ninety-eighth amendment: 


i amend the original text, I would like to know 


|i tleman from Maine that he can accomplish his 


Page forty-seven, line one thousand one hundred and 
twenty-nine, strike out the words ‘ for any building 
mentioned in this.aet,”’ and insert in jieu thereof the words 
«c by this act for any custom-house or marine hospital.?? 

The amendment, as amended, reads: 


Provided, That none of the moneys appropriated by this 
act for any custom-house or marine hospital shail be used i 
or applied for the purposes mentioned, &c. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. . 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninety-ninth amendment: 

Line one thousand one hundred and thirty-four, after 
the word “ States,” strike out the following: 

é And until the State in which such building is to be 
completed shall in due form, and in a manner that shall 
bindsuch State, release and surrender to the United States 
jurisdiction over the site of such building.” 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. n 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

One hundredth amendment: 


Line onc thousand one hundred and forty-two, strike 
out the words “ any building,” and insertin leu thereof 
the words ** said buildings.” 

The sentence of the clause, as amended, reads: 

That none of the said moneys appropriated for said 
buildings by this act, &c. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment. : 

The amendment was concurred.in. 


One hundred and first amendment: 


Page forty-eight, line one thousand one hundred and 
fifty-six, after the word <‘ mentioned,” strike out the 
words “in this act.’? 


The sentence, as amended, reads: 


And the said Secretary of the Treasury shall enter into 
no contract, either conditional or final for the purposes 
mentioned, which shall involve an expenditure in any one | 
ease beyond the sums appropriated and remaining unex- 
pended for such case. 


Mr. FULLER. I now renew the amendment 
which I offered before. The amendment which I | 
propose is, to increase the sum to $46,601 59, pro- 
vided that $3,601 59, appropriated by the act ap- 
proved 30th September, 1850, for repairs and al- 
terations in the custom-house at Castine, in the 
collection district of Penobscot, be incorporated. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If I understand the gentle- 
man, it appears that there is no call for this appro- 
priation from the Department, the Department 
having at this session of Congress asked for an 
amount which covers that as well as it is covered 
by this appropriation. We propose $30,000 to 
be appropriated for the annual repairs of this cus- 
tom-house; and it can be applied to this custom- 
house at Castine as well as to any other; and no 
doubt it is intended to be in part so applied. 

Mr. FULLER. Iam not aware of that fact. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I would say 
to the gentleman from Maine that his proviso 
could come in at the end of the eleven hundred 
and eighty-third line. If placed anywhere else, 
it will not make sense. 

Mr. WALSH. Let us take a vote upon it. 

Mr. FULLER. I accept the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Georgia. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman could not 
offer his proviso at the end of the eleven hundred 
and seventy-eighth line. 

Mr. STEPHENS. To put it in there would 
be to qualify the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. HAVEN. The gentleman,to accomplish 
his object, might say, ‘* provided that so much of 
the sum recommended be appropriated,” &c., as 
he desires. 

Mr. FULLER. That is the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. As you cannot 


where the proviso comes in? : 

The CHAIRMAN. Itcomesin after the words 
£¢ $43,000.” 

Mr. JONES. But there is no place to put ina 
proviso there. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Letus vote upon it, and 
vote it down. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would suggest to the gen- | 
object by moving to strike out ‘ $43,000,” and 
to insert in lieu thereof ‘* $45,600’"—that is, by | 
increasing the Senate amount by the amount | 
which he wishes to have appropriated to his par- 


i 


ticular purpose. 


SE ; 

Mr. JONES. That is not in order, for there 
is no place to put in the proviso. a 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is in 
order. $ 

Mr. JONES. Then you will have to make a 
place for it; for it does not read with the text. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the text does not read 
well, the Chair is not responsible for it. 

Mr. JONES. If you put it in there, you divide 
the sum appropriated, and insert a proviso in 
the middle of it. ; 

Mr. HIBBARD. As I understand it, the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Maine relates to the 
custom-house at Castine; and, if it is in order, E 
desire to oppose that amendment. I refer gentle- 
men of the committee to Executive document No. 
3, page 272, where they will find the finance re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury. In that 
report I find that this custom-house at Castine, 
Maine, was purchased in the year 1852 for $800. 
An additional site was afterwards purchased of 
the inhabitants of Hancock county for $400, and 
the sum of $750 has been expended in repairs. 
Another part of the report shows that only seven 
or eight employees have been engaged there. E 
do not remember the amount of revenue which is 
collected. Itis not very much. 

The custom-house, then, cost $1,200 in all, and 
in addition to that, $750 have been expended for 
repairs, making in all $1,950. And now the gen- 
tleman asks for $3,000 to expend in repairing this 
eustom-house. When this fact is taken into con- 
sideration, | should hardly suppose the gentleman 
would ask for this sum to repair a custom-house 
which originally cost but $1,200. 

(The committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the President of the United States, 
by Mr. Sipwey Wexsrer, his Private Secretary, 
notifying the House that he did on this day ap- 
prove and sign sundry House bills and joint reso- 
lutions. 

A message was also received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Assury Dicxuns, their Secretary, inform- 
ing the House that they had passed bills of the 
following titles: 

An act for the relief of Sherman Price; and 

An act to provide for taking charge of the 
Louisville and Portland canal, and to prevent the 
same from falling into bad repair. 

In which heasked the concurrence ofthe House.} 


Epe question now being upon Mr, FuLLER’s 
am ent,it was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tiv 


So the amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. ; 

The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the amendment of the Senate, as amended; and 
being taken, it was decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

One hundred and third amendment: 


Strike out in the proviso to the clause of the bill, making 
an appropriation for the compietion of the Richmond cus- 
tom house the words ‘in due forin, and in a manner that 
shall bind said State, release and surrender to the United 
States jurisdiction over the site of such building; and shall 
also ;” so as to make it read: 

Provided, That none of the moneys appropriated for this 
building in and by this act, or by any former act, and now 
remaining unexpended, shall be used or applied for the pur- 
poses mentioned in this act by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, until a valid title to the land for the site of such build- 
ing shall be vested in the United States, and until the State 
of Virginia shal! duly release and relinquish to the United 
States the right to tax or in any way assess said site, orthe 
property of the United States that may be thereon, during 
the tune that the said United States shall be, or remain the 
owner thereof, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in this amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and fourth amendment: 


Strike out in the twelve hundred and eleventh line the 
words ‘fin this act,” so that the clause would read : 

And the said Secretary of the Treasury shall enter into 
no contract, either conditional or final, for the purpose men- 
tioned, which shall involve an expenditure beyond the sums 
appropriated and remaining unexpended. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in that amendment. i 

The amendment was concurred in. 

One hundred and fifth amendment: 

For buildings for the use of the courts. of the United 
States at Pontotoc, Mississippi, $4,000. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The commit- 
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tee of Ways and Means recommend a concur- 
rence in that amendment, with the following 
amendment: 

Provided, That said sum shall complete said building; 
and also the sum of $5,600, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to en- 
able the Secretary of the Interior to make a contract with 
the proper authorities for furnishing a suitable building for 
the permanent use and accommodation of the United States 
district court in holding its sessions at Marietta, Georgia, 
which contract the said Secretary is hereby authorized to 
make: Provided, Itcan be made for the sum aforesaid, or 
less: And provided, That said contract shall be made with 
sufficient guarantees to secure to said court a suitable build- 
ing for holding said court, so long as its sessions may be | 
helg at that place, withgut further charge on the United 
States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The Senate amendment, as amended, was con- 
curred in, 

One hundred and sixth amendment: 

For the erection of a building for a boarding station at 
Pa POutre, Louisiana, $3,500: Provided, That no part | 
of said sum shall be expended until the title to the land 
selected as the site of said building be first secured to the 
United States. 

Mr. HAVEN, The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and seventh amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase, 
for the use of the United States, the land and buildings 
thereon, constituting the boarding station at the southwest 
pass of the Mi ppi river, $3,500: Provided, That no 
part of said sum shail be expended until the title to said 
land be secured to the United States, and the consentof the | 
Legislature of the State of Louisiana obtained to the re- |i 
lease of said land from taxation or assessment of any kind. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- | 
ment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and eighth amendment: 


For the construction of an appraiser’s store on a portion 
of the square sclueted for the custom house at San Prancis- 
co, Calitornia, including the expense of piling forthe foun- 
dation thereof, by contract or otherwise, as the Secretary of 
the Treasury may deem best $100,000; Provided, That the 
same restrictions regarding the completion of said work 
with the sum hereby appropriated, as are contained in this 
act concerning the erection and completion of custom- 
houses and marine hospitals, shall be applicable thereto. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee | 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence | 
in the amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. They have a custom-house 
there, and I should like to have some explafiation 
of this amendment. 

Mr. WALSH. There is no such thing known 
in New York city as an appraiser’s building. The 
room occupied by the appraisers there is not as 
large as the clerk’s room here. I should like to 
have some explanation of the amendment from 


i ferred to and described in two contracts: one with each of 


The question was taken; and the amendment ! 
was non-concurred in—ayes forty-eight, noes not 
counted, ` 


One hundred and ninth amendment: 

Strike out the words: “ Provided, That before the said 
purchase is completed, the State of New York shall cede ! 
to the United States jurisdiction over said laud.and prop- 
erty, and shall by law exouerate the same and the property 
of the United States thereon from all taxes, levies, and 
assessments thereon, whilst the same remains the property 
of the United States, $530,000: Provided, however, That 
no part of this appropriation is to be used until the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has entered into a negotiation with 
the jessors of the lot in question to get rid of said lease, 
and also has ascertained upon what terms said lease can be 
disposed of, and has reported the result of said negotiation 
to the next session of Congress,” and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: 

Five huudred and thirty thousand dollars, with interest 
thereon at the rate of six per cent. per annum, from the 
15th day of September, 1853, until said purchases shall be 
completed: Provided, ‘That the same be so completed 
within one year from the day such interest is hereby au- 
thorized to be paid. 

And the Secretary of the Treasury, at his diserction, is 
hereby further authorized to purchase, for the use of the 
United States, such property adjoining thereto, situated on 
Pine street, on which the United Stites now bold a mort- 
gage, as may be sold to satisfy the same, at a price not ex- 
ceeding the amount of said lien. 

So that, as amended, it would read: 

For the purchase of the lots or parcels of land, with the 
appurtenances and the buildings thereon, belonging the one 
thereof to the Bank of Commerce, and the other thereof to 
the Bank of the State of New York, and particularly re- 


said banks, for the leasing and right to purchase the same, 
bearing date the 19th of August, 1853, $530,000, with in- 
terest thereon at the rate of six per cent. per annum, 
from the 15th day of September, 1853, until said purchases 
shall be completed: Provided, ‘That the same be so com- 
pleted within oue year from the day such interest is hereby 
authorized to be paid. 

And the Secretary of the Treasury, at his discretion, is 
hereby further authorized to purchase, for the use of the 
United States, such property adjoining thereto, situated on 
Pine sweet, on which the United States now holds a mort- 
gage, as may be sold to satisfy the same, at a price not ex- 
ceeding the amount of said lien. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 am surprised to 
hear my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] ex- 

ress a willingness to concur in this amendment. 

he bill was bad enough as it passed this House. 
There was a provision inserted in itupon my mo- 
tion to meet the argument that was then made 
that, at the amount of rent asked, it was cheaper 
to buy the building than to continue to pay the 
rent. A provision was inserted by this House to 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to nego- 
tiate and get clear of that lease. The Senate have 
so amended the bill as not only to strike out this 
provision of the House to getclear of this enor- 
mous contract, but they have added to it by au- 
thorizing the purchase of still more land there. I 
hope that the committee will disagree to the Sen- 
ate amendment. 


the committee ? 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman 
from Virginia speaks of this amendment in con- 
nection with the custom-house. We have just 
disagreed to vote $160,000 for a custom-house at 
San Francisco. This is for an appraiser’s building. 
We are now paying a very large rent, at least a i; 
quarter of this amount, for the use of a building |, 
for these appraisers. The Committee of Ways 
and Means, after some hesitation, agreed to rec- | 
ommend a concurrence in the amendment. [can | 
give no other explanation. i 

Mr. WALSH. What is the object of having 
an appraiser’s building? As I have already said, 
Mr. Chairman, the appraisers in New York city 
do the whole of their business in a room smaller || 
than that occupied by the clerks of this House. 
There is no such thing known in any city of the 
country as an appraiser’s building. 

Mr. HAVEN. Itisa place where goods are 
stored to some extent, and where the appraisers 
inspect them for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether they are liable to one or other kind of 
custom, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will say that, by erecting 
this building, we shall save the heavy rent which 
we are now forced to pay. Ina few years the rent 
would amount to the present appropriation. We. 
own the ground on which it is proposed to erect 
this building. 

The question then being upon concurring in the 
Senate amendment, 

Mr, LATHAM demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 


i ment, he could not be more surprised than Í am 
i to find that he opposes the purchase of this prop- 


i and most economical way, i think, is, ag the fig- 


I believe in the first instance that the rent was 
an improvident one, and that the agreement to | 
purchase predicated upon that first error was an 
improvident one, and as bad as the bill was when 
before the House. I think the Senate amendment 
akes it still worse. 1 hope that the committee 
will disagree to the amendment of the Senate, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As much as the 
gentleman from Virginia may be surprised to hear 
me express a willingness to concur in this amend- 


If it is his ob- 


$295,000. And then, you will have to give up 
the property; whereas, if you pay this $530,000 
now, you will have the use of the property for the 
fteen years for which it is leased, and for which 
ou have agreed to pay $755,000; and then, atthe 
end of that term, you will own the property, and 
can seli it, or dispose of it to the best advantage. 
Then, if you wish to get rid of the lease, the best 


i ures demonstrate, to purchase the property under 
| the proposal which you have in this contract. 
The gentleman from Virginia says he is sur- 
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| prised, again, that we are not only willing to pur- 
| chase this property, but that we also. wish to buy 
still another piece. Well, sir, in reply to that, I 
will say that I suppose the gentleman has heard 
of the name of Jesse Hoyt, of New York. He 
became insolvent, being liable to the Government 
for a large amount; and a mortgage was made. by 
him on this other small piece of property, which 
is not worth so much as the other; and weare de- 
sirous that, when the property comes to be sold 
under that mortgage, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury may buy it ata price not exceeding the debt 
for which this mortgage was given. 

A Member. How much is it for? 

Mr. JONES. Itis somewhere about $60,000 
or $64,000, with a prior lien upon it of $10,000. 
And if itis sold now under the mortgage, without 
authority being vested in the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to buy it, it may be bought up for the $10,000, 
the amount of the prior lien, and the Government 
would not get one cent upon the debt which is now 
a lien upon that piece of property. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will allow me a moment of his time, Ide- 
sire to say to the committee in brief, that the 
House is entirely familiar with the merits of the 
proposition made by the Senate to strike out. 
The matter was discussed before, when the ap- 
propriation of $580,000 was inserted, and that 
supersedes the necessity of the amendment which 
we have objected to number seventy-four, and of 
amendment one hundred and forty-two, which the 
Committee of Ways and Means have recom- 
mended to be stricken out. 

Then as to the other clause. I believe the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee has sufficiently explained 
why we chose to purchase the other piece of 
land. It has no necessary connection with the 
Mint in any way or shape. There is a mortgage 
of $10,000 upon it, which is held by some person 
whom we do not know; and then the United States 
has got a second mortgage on it for the amount of 
Jesse Hoyt’s defalcations under General Jackson. 
The property is worth $40,000; but it may be 
bought up at $10,000, unless the Secretary of the 
Treasury get authority to bid for it to the amount 
of the mortgage we have on it. It will then be 
our property, and we can sell it or use it in what- 
ever way we may choose. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. Do I understand 
the gentleman from New York as saying that the 
defalcations of Jesse Hoyt took place under the 
administration of General Jackson ? 

Mr. HAVEN. Yes. 

Mr. STUART. Notatall. 
Van Buren. 

Mr. HAVEN. Well, the House can deter- 
| mine about that. I understand that this is the 
last of Jesse Hoyt’s securities, except another 
small mortgage. He is entirely insolvent; and it 
is a matter of doubt whether we could get five dol- 
lars out of him. We can get nothing except out of 
this piece of property. ft seems to me that this 
is a full, though brief explanation. 

Mr, FLORENCE. Is it in order to move to 
strike out the Senate amendment, and to insert 
the ELouse proposition ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
osition pending. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman would be 
in order in moving to strike out the Senate amend- 
ment. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I move to strike it 
out. Iwas not surprised at the remark made by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] that 
the Committee of Ways and Means recommended 
a concurrence in this proposition, but I am sur- 
prised that it has indeed ever been brought again 
into this House after the verdicts which have been 
given against it three or four times by this Housef 
{twill berecollected by the committee that when the 
first proposition for the establishment of an assay 
office in the city of New York was made, and 
when an appropriation was made for that pur- 
pose, it was said that it would cover the whole 
expense. That appropriation was $100,000. I 
| do not believe the House of Representatives are 
| now going to follow the example of Jesse Hoyt 
| in its action upon this appropriation. -It would 
| not surprise me if every particle of property in 
; Wall street should be proposed to be bought, be- 
' fore long, for the use of this assay office; for it 

was said, and prophetically too, when this prop- 
osition was first submitted, that it looked to the 


It was under Mr. 


That is the prop- 
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establishment of a Mint of the United States, and 


not, merely for the establishment of an assay of- | 
fice. ` co wi 


could obtain any other building that would answer 
the purpose equally well. j 
Mr. FLORENCE. I withdraw my amend- 


Now, let us look to the property, and let us || ment. 
look to the proposition submitted by the gentle- Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I move the following 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RosBiNs.] Iam |! amendment: g 


told—I do not know, for I have not visited the 
premises—but Í am told that the assay estàblish- 
mient in New York is located in a very narrow 
street, standing back from the main street, in a |i 
narrow alley leading from the custom-house—l |! 
state factsas [have heard them—at a place where || 
it is hardly protected from fire; and if the estab- |) 
lishments arourid it should take fire, the whole f 
x 7 e || ; iti d 
Proposition of my colleague proposes to diret | Minean Reman ate prapontion ange co 
and very properly too—that the Secretary of the! The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinksit is not 
Treasury shall take early means to make a dispo- |) 
i} 


sition of the property. If it is so valuable, let it |i m Orde fi OOPPERA: I had supposed that 
be sold. hen the original proposition was 


i rmane to 
brought in here, it was said that the city of New amendment would wok be deed las germa 


A an any appropriations in this bill; but, sir, E have 
York would provide a place for the building of || seen various amendments offered and received, 
the assay office, or a branch Mint, as it was then 


i i riati for t tablish t of 
said. Well, now, if they are desirous of keep- i making apprópristions: fot the establishment ò 


And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
to purchase a site, and contract for the construction of a 
custom-house at Nashville, Tennessee, to include accom- 
modations for a post-office and United States court room, 
ata cost not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, and 
to be paid only out of any net revenues which may arise 
out of customs duties to be collected at that port within 
the next four years. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


a s custom-houses, both in this House and in the 
ing this assay office among them, why do they not Hi 4 


7 Senate. I would now be glad if the committee 
keep their pledge, and present a lot of land to the | would indulge me in a short statement in reference 


United States? _ od bak l| to this amendment. 
The propasitton now pending directs the Sec- Mr, HENDRICKS. 

retary of the Treasury to sell the pronertyy and | order 

to make an arrangement with the lessees, and re- | F tl isi ? 

port the result to the House at the next session | offered by Wo gentleman is mm, order: 


es .. || have an amendment to offer to it. 
of Congress. I submit it to the House, and this The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it 
committee, in all fairness and equity, whether we 4 


A É A i i tit is not ger- 
will submit to the attempt to dragoon this House is not in order, upon the ground tha 8 


X : x mane to the subject under consideration. 
into making this enormous and extravagant ap- 

propriation? In the first place, if it is in order, I 
would desire-—— 

Mr. PECKHAM, (interrupting.) I merely | 
desire to ask the gentleman what extravagant ap- 
propriation he refers to? 

r. FLORENCE. The extravagant appro- 
priation of $580,000. 

Mr. WALKER, (interrupting.) I wish toad- : 
vert to one remark made by the gentleman; and 
that is in referenne to the liability of this building 
to take fire. Now, the building is most emphati- | 
cally fire-proof in allits parts. Itis as thoroughly | 
construeted as any building in the United States, 
and as fire-proof as stone, brick, and iron can 


make it. i Z i Jy 

Mr. FLORENCE. I do not care how tho- | ï desire to strike out this provision, because l 
roughly fire-proof it is, it is impossible, in case of || Bave yet heard no reason advanced to show why we 
fire, to get access to this building; and further- || Should make this appropriation for the purchase of 
more, in case of the burning of the surrounding |} this additional lot. As well satisfied as I have been 
buildings, the walls would tumble down upon it, from the beginning, that the lease and contingent 
and crush it into one mass of ruins. purchase of the first lot was improvident, I am 

I do not desire to occupy the time of the com- || still more satisfied that this is so. I have heard 
mittee at this late hour of the session, and I trust || 20 reason assigned for the purchase of this second 
this amendment will not be concurred in. The |; lot, except that there are two liens upon the prop- 


whole question was fairly and freely discussed on || erty; first, to a private individual, and, secondly, 
a forme occasion. y y to the United States; and it has been said here in 


eee the hammer fell.] N ! debate, that unless there is some provision made 
r. HAVEN, I can give no explanation of ; 

this amendment, further than has already been | 

given. This proposition has no connection with |) 
the assay office at all. It stands by itself, as a 
single proposition. The only question for the 
committee to decide is, whether they will allow 
this property, which is worth $45,000, to go, 
rather than pay this prior claim, which will secure 
it to the Government? 

Mr. FULLER. Why did the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend to strike out the | 
proviso at the end of the provision for the assay || 
office ? i 

Mr. HAVEN. Because the authority of the |; 
State of New York has been already ceded. That!) Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman will allow 
is the only reason. Now, sir, 1 have no more to |; me, I will say that is a portion of the business for 
say upon this subject. I hope the committee will || which I never asked. 1 have no particular fancy 
not longer discuss it, but come at once ‘to a vote. fi for one way or the other. If the gentleman and 
It is a matter of no consequence to the city of || the committee think that the interests of the coun- 
New York whether the committee concur or non- 1 eb 
concur in the amendment. i| is, E am willing the amendment shall be stricken 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. i will simply | out. ; 
make one remark to the gentleman from Penn-|| Mr. BAYLY. I do not think that the Gov- 
sylvania, [Mr. Fuormncr,| who also seems sur- | ernment wants the lot at any price; and I do not 

rised that I should support this amendment. |, think there is any occasion for this Government 

ir, the gentleman may recollect that on a former |! being made a bidder at vendue in order that we may 
occasion, when it was proposed to purchase a || make a little money by running the property up. 
certain marble palace in Chestnut street, Phila- || 1 do not think that it is a proper business for this 
delphia, that I supported that proposition. I i Government to go into speculation in town lots. 
voted for it because 1 thought it was right, because i Mr. PECKHAM. Where a party has a lien 
the Government neaded the building, and because i| on property, is itnot the general practice to give 
it could be obtained upon better terms than they i; directions that at the sale it shall not be sacrificed 


I rise to a-question of 
I want to know whether the amendment 
If it is, I 


bill itself, or not germane to the particular item 
under consideration ? 

The CHAIRMAN. To the item under con- 
sideration. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I suppose the amend- 
ment is still open to amendment. I move to 
strike out from the twelve hundred and ninety- 
sixth line to the thirteen hundred and first, inclu- 
sive, as follows: 


And the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, at his discretion, is 
hereby further authorized to purchase, for the use of the 
United States, such property adjoining thereto, situated on 
Pine street, on which the United States now hold a mort- 
+ gage, as may be sold to satisfy the same, at a price not ex- 
ceeding the amount of said lien. 


first lien, it may be bid off for a less price to some 
private individual, and the Government will no 
only not get the lot, but will not get anything. 
Now, sir, has it come to this, that in the great 
| city of New York lots cannot bring their value, 
especially in Wall street, until the Government, 
| by appropriation, is made one of the bidders. 
Il Without questioning the accuracy of the informa- 
|| tion of the gentleman from New York and others, 
| it strikes me that there is no necessity for creating 
j a bidder for a lot so near the assay office as this 
will be by appropriation, in order to make it bring 
its value under the lien which is on it. : 


I submit that that amend- 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Not germane to the || 


to enable us to purchase it at the price of the |! 


try may be better protected by letting it go as it | 


to the injury of that lien? Is not that the uni- 
versal practice all over the country? = 

Mr. BAYLY. That is a question it would 
take long to go into. There may be some ques- 
tion about the legality of it, and I could argue the 
question with the gentleman, if the proper occa- 
sion arose. But whether that be proper in the 
case of individuals or not, there is no occasion for 
the Government going there with authority to run 
up the price of a lot in such a city as New York. 
But I doubt the propriety, or the legality, even, 
among individuals, of the thing to which my 
| friend refers. 5 
Mr. HOUSTON. The géntleman from Vir- 
| ginia says that there has been no reason given for 
i the purchase of thisadditional strip of land. Ido 
| not care much about it. If the committee wish to 
| strike it out, very well; but let us get along with 
i the bill. Ithink that there are reasons why this 
| amendment should not be stricken out. “That 
| property is immediately adjoining the New York 
i custom-house. It also adjoins the property for 
! 
t 


which we have a lease, and the purchase of which 
i we have authorized by this bill. Gentlemen who 
have looked into the subject, 1 presume that I 
may venture to say, are compelled to admit that 
the accommodations of the custom-house at New 
York city are not enough for the business there 
: by one third. You have your custom-house offi- 
cers crowded, three and halfa dozen in one room 
not large enough to accommodate one half the 
‘number, I saw these things myself. Even, Mr. 
| Chairman, if this Jot be not necessary to us now, 
į how long will it be before the growing business 
| of that great city will make it necessary? How 


1 
j 
j 
1 
if 


| long will it be before you will not only need that, 
_ bat other lots? Now you have an opportunity of 
| securing this lot under favorable circumstances. 
| You have a lien on the property, a second lien to 
, be sure; but the property is worth some $45,000. 
: The first lien is only for $8,000 or $10,000. If 
‘the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be authorized to 
| become a bidder at the sale, he cannot only pro- 
| tect the interests of the Government in the collec- 
tion of the debt, but he may purchase under favor- 
able circumstances the property for which he ma 
some day or other, if you do not purchase it 
now, be compelled to pay ten times what we may 
not get it for. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Bavzy’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

The Senate amendment was then concurred in. 


Owe hundred and tenth amendment: 


And the Secretary of the Treasury shall be authorized to 
appoint some suitable person to act as inspector of drugs 
and medicines for the portof San Francisco, in the State 
; of California, at an annual compensation of 83,000. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
i recommend a non-concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in, 


One hundred and eleventh amendment: 

or prosecuting operations on the marine hospital at 
| Pértland, in the State of Maine, 450,000. 

Mr. JONES of Tennessee. The committee 
ecommenda non-concurrence in that amendment. 


Mr. MACDONALD. I propose to increase the 
| amount $1,000. 

I simply desire to call the attention of the com- 
| mittee to what appears to me to be a very strange 
| thing in this bill, although I do not know that I 
iam correct In my opinion. It will be noticed in 
| this bill that marine hospitels at various points 
! are provided for, commencing at Cleveland; and 
'in House document No. 2 you will find that the 
| Secretary of the Treasury recommends appropri- 
ations for the completion of marine hospitals at 
| Cleveland, at St. Louis, at Chicago, &c., all of 
: which are included in this bill, In the same doc- 
; ument, on page 46, the Secretary recommends 
| appropriations for the completion of the marine 


i| hospitals at Vicksburg, at Portland, and at Cin- 
i emnati. 

What strikes me as most singular in the bill is, 
| that the proposition to continue the work at Vicks- 
: burg is authorized and provided for, or, in other 
: words, they have complied with the recommend- 
| ation of the Secretary of the Treasury in each 
, particular case, excepting in the city of Portland. 
Í suppose the Committee of Ways and Means 
can explain it, but I can hardly understand why 
it is so. There are no hospital accommodations 
| east of Boston, At Portland we are exposed to 
` the hardships of a severe winter, and if there is 
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any place upon the Atlantic coast where the sailor 
needs protection, and where heis exposed to hard- 
ship and disease, it is at this very city of Port- 
land: In commercial importance Portland is the 
seventh or eighth port in the whole country. 1 
hope that the recommendation of the Committee 
of Ways and Means will be disregarded. The 
Government already own asitethere. Shallit be 
occupied or not? If it is to be occupied, we must 
have some money to put up a building. If it is 
not to be occupied, you had better direct the site 
to be sold. | 

Mr, LETCHER. Iam opposed to this amend- 
ment, and I am opposed to all other amendments 
that may be offered to this bili. We have buta few 
days more of this session left to dispose of this 
and other bills. Itis perfectly manifest, I think, ; 
from what has occurred in this House, and from | 
the recommendations of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and from what has occurred in the other 
wing of the Capitol, that the thirty millions sur- 
plus is to be spent, and I think we can get along į 
just as well, and probably as profitably, if we vote 
in all these propositions, and be done with them, 
and let the money go. 

. Mr. MACDONALD, by unanimous consent, 
then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I moveto amend 
the amendment by increasing the sum fifty dollars. 
I desire to say that we appropriated, during the 
last Congress, $30,000 or 540,000 for the purpose 
of purchasing a site for the marine hospital in the 
city of Portland. That site, I believe, has been 
purchased, and now it is proposed to appropriate 
something for erecting the hospital thereon; that 
is, to carry out the original object which Congress 
had in view in making an appropriation for the 
site. And it was, by the slightest accident, occa- 
sioned by the absence of the gentleman who had 
the matter in charge at the time the bill was origin- 
ally in the House, that the appropriation ‘was not 
made when the other appropriations were made. 
if he had been here this appropriation would un- 
doubtediy have gone through as a matter of course; 
as it would have passed easily on its merits. 

There is now no murine hospital in the country | 
east of Boston. It is known that there is a vast 
number of sailors in that region of country. A 
large proportion of these sailors come from the 
Provinces, and from the State of Maine. The hos- 
pital in Boston is at this time crowded and over 
crowded. It is more than full, and the question 
arose in the Committee of Ways and Means at 
the last Congress, whether we should make the 
hospital of Boston larger than it was, and makean 
additional appropriation for increasing and repair- 
ing it, or whether we should build a new one in the 
State of Maine. And it was decided, | believe, 
upon the recommendation of the honorable mem- 
ber from Boston, that it would be better, instead of 
having a hospital too largeand overgrown, to have 
more of them, and among them one in Maine; that 
it would be better to have one in Maine than to 
havea large single one in Boston. Upon hisrecom- 
mendation, a gentleman who knew, perhaps, better 
than any other man in this House, what the wants 
of the country require, the appropriation of last 
year was made. 
having another hospital on the northeast coast, for 


| 
E j 
the reason that it would be a saving to the Gov- | 


ernment, and a saving to the sailor. The sailor 
would then havea hospital near to theplace where | 
heis disabled, and wheresuch accommodationsare | 
required, Then he would not have to besent the 
long distance from the Bay of Fundy or the coast | 
of Halifax to Boston. It was for that reason that 
the Committee of Ways and Means last year rec- | 
ommended an appropriation in favor of that ob- i; 
ject, and an appropriation was made. All weask i 
for now is simply an appropriation to carry on 
the operations, and that would have been granted 
when this bill was under consideration before the 
House on a former occasion, if the gentiemen who | 
had charge of this matter had been in the House | 
at the time to offer the proposition. f understand 
that the only reason why the Committee of Ways 
and Means have recoramended a non-concurrence 
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| in this Senate amendment is, that they came to 


| there, the sum of three dollars per week for 
i board at the city hospital. 


li Florida. Appropriations have been made for such 


It was made for the purpose of || 


the conclusion to have no more hospitals if they 
could prevent it. 

Mr. HIBBARD. In the year 1852 Congress 
appropriated $30,000 for this marine hospital. 
The site was purchased for $11,000, as appears 


from the finance report of the Secretary of the | 


Treasury. The Secretary, however, says: 
‘This selection not being considered judicious, a se¢ond 
commission has been appointed to select another site, 
Their recommendation bas not yet been acted upon.” 
Here, then, is an appropriation of $30,000, of | 
which $11,000 has been paid for a site, which has | 
been pronounced an injudicious one, and a recom- 
mendation has been made to change it. Nineteen 
thousand dollars remains in the Treasury in no- 
wise expended for any purpose. It seems to me, 
admitting for the sake of the argament—which I 
do not admit in fact—that it is desirable to have 
an appropriation, that there is money enough ap- 
propriated for present purposes, for we have the 
original amount of $30,000 which was appropri- 
ated, and nothing really done which is proposed 
to be done, for it must be remembered that it is 
recommended to give up the sitealready purchased. 
Nothing appears to show what the new site, pro- 
posed to be purchased, will cost. There is no 
report upon the subject. The recommendations 
have been too liberal, in our opinion, and though 
they have been most liberal, we still areasked for 
this appropriation of $50,000. 


transactions of our country, there is no marine | 
_ hospital, and the people do not want one there. | 
| 
| 


; to support the patients at private boarding houses. 
Mr. WALSH. In the city of New York the 
Government pays for such sick sailors as may be 


Mr. HIBBARD. We have made appropria- 
tions for hospitals where there were no patients, 
and where there never will be. J admit that 1, 
for one, am against this whole system; at least to 
the enlargement of the @ystem, as is now pro- | 
posed to be done. IF do not say that there should 
be no marine hospitals, but } say it is worse than 


| are patients ranging in number only from one up | 
! to ten and twelve a year, as the report before me 
shows. I hope the committee will make no ap- 
propriation for this point. I do not think there is | 
any need for it at all. 

Mr. Wasupurn’s amendment to the amend- 
ment was disagreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to in- 
crease the appropriation ten dollars, for the pur- 
pose of saying a word in reference to this subject. | 

I find, from Senate document No. 2, that there 
tare marine hospitals at Chelsea, near Boston; 


[i 


|: since removed, 


Now, in the city | 
of New York, the center of all the commercial | 


They have entered into a better system, which is || 


i folly to scatter them about in places where there |: 


Norfolk, Virginia; Ocracoke, North Carolina; | 


Noe 129) 


| me, there is a marine hospital at Pittsburg, and 
there are no patients there at all. acne 
i Mr. WASHBURN. That may all be; and if 
it is so, a marine hospital should not have been 
| placed there. But, sir, I repeat, that -because 
| some of these hospitals. have been placed intim- 
| proper locations, is no reason why such'institu- 
i tions should not be established where they. are 
; necessary. l say that one is very much needed 
jat Portland, and the fact is well known to this 
; committee, 
| Now, in reference to the argument of ‘the gen- 
| tleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hisparp,] 
i that a site has already been purchased, | will state 
that a site was purchased for $11,000; but it was 
afterwards ascertained that it was an improper 
i one, and a part of this appropriation. is to be ap= 
| plied for the purchase of a new site. : 
| Mr. MACDONALD. If my colleague ‘will 
allow me,I will state that he is under a misappre- 
hension in reference to this. site for a maririe hos- 
pital in Portland. He states correctly that a site 
was originally purchased for the construction of 
| a marine hospital. An objection was made to it, 
jand the Secretary of the Treasury ordered the 
| operations to be suspended on thataccount. But, 
| upon further examination, the objection has been 
The site is regarded as a good 
one, and there is no purpose to obtain any other, 
Mr. WASHBURN. Well, sir, then there is 
no reason why they should not go on and com- 
plete the hospital. I think if the committee will 
‘look at the facts as they exist in reference to this 
, case, they will not fail to agree to this amend- 


| ment. 

| Mr. STANTON, of Tenvessee. Iam opposed 
i to this amendment, and ask that a vote may be 
i taken upon it. ` : 
| Mr. WASHBURN. {will withdrawmyamend- 
i ment, if there be no objection. : 

| Mr. WALSH. I object. 
| The amendment was disagreed to. 
| ‘The question then recurred upon concurring in 

the Senate amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I demand tellers. 

| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. HENDRICKS 
and WaLker were appointed. : 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
| was concurred in, the tellers having reported— 
‘ayes 77, noes 47. 

One hundred and twelfth amendment: 

To provide asuitable building as a marine hospital at St. 
Marks, Florida, $5,000. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence’ in the 
amendment, 

Mr. MAXWELL. I move to increase the 
: appropriation five dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to call the attention of 
the committee simply to the necessity for an ap- 


| Cleveland, Ohio; Chicago, Hlinois; Pittsburg, 
: Pennsylvania; Louisville, Kentucky; Paducah, 
: Kentucky; Natchez, Mississippi; New Orleans, 
| Louisiana; Mobile, Alabama; and Key West, 


‘establishments at Napoleon, Arkansas; Vicks- 


Maine; San Francisco, California. 

Mr. WALSH. Yes; and atone half of these 
| places a sailor would be regarded as great a cu- 
i rlosity as a native of Kamschatka. 

Mr. WASHBURN. That may all be true. 
I believe there area good many of the locations 
of these marine hospitals which were badly se- ! 
lected. But, sir, such is not the case with refer- 
ence to Portland. I venture to say there are no 


ports in the United States, with the exception of |; 
Boston, New York, New Orleans, and San Fran- |! 
cisco, where there are so many sick and disabled | 
seamen who need to be taken cave of as at Port- |) 
And whatever necessity there may be or] 
may not be at other locations, whether marine ji 

t 


land. 


hospitals have been injudiciously erected or not, I 


‘say, that if they are to exist anywhere, there |: 


should be one at Portland. 


burg, Mississippi; Evansville, Indiana; Portland, |; 


| propriation for a hospital at St. Marks. I thought 


: that the modesty of the request, if nothing else, 
; would have commended it to the favor ofthe Com- 
| mittee of Waysand Means. We onlyask $5,000 

fora suitable building as a mgrine hospital at this 
; place; and if there be a necessity for a marine hos- 
pital anywhere in the United Sates, we can claim 
that it is necessary at St. Marks. It is exposed 
` to all the epidemics which rage on the southern 
, coast during the summer and fall. Trade between 
| that point and New York, Boston, and other north- 
‘ern cities, commences before these diseases have 
worn away. 

We have no interest of our own. in this matter, 
We have no seamen to provide for in these hos- 


Mr. HIBBARD, If the gentleman will allow 


ittee will concur. 


pe, therefore, that the comm 
in theamendment of the Senate. pred 
>The question way taken on Mr. MaxweEtu’s- 
aniendment to: the amendment, and it was not 
agreed to. ai í k 
Mr. SEWARD. I move to amend theamend- 
ment, by inserting after the word ‘* Florida.” the 
words ‘* Darien, Georgia,” and at the end of the 
word *‘dollars,’’ adding the-word “ each.” 
>The amendment, if so amended, would read: 
-To provide. a suitable’ building :as a rnarine hospital at | 
St’Marks, Florida, and Darien, Georgia, $5,000 each. j 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ` E rise to a ques- | 
tion"-of order: -I ask the Chair whether that 
amendment is in order or not? There is no law 
authorizing ‘the erection of a marine hospital at 
Darien?” ` 
“The CHAIRMAN. The same reason which 
applied. to the gentleman’s amendment for the 
Marine hospital at Savannah, applies also to this. 
The Chair is of opinion that the amendment is not | 


I should like to know the 


in ‘order. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
reason why it is not. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Georgia take an appeal from the decision of the | 
Chair? 

Mr. SEWARD. Yes, sir; Pdo. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Seward] offers an amendment to | 
the amendment providing for the erection of a | 
suitable building for a marine hospital at Darien, 
Georgia, and increasing the appropriation. The 
Chair rules the amendment out of order, because 
there is no law. authorizing the erection of any | 
such building. The gentleman from Georgia ap- | 
peals from the decision of the Chair ruling his | 
amendment out of order. . The question will be: | 
“ Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the committee?” 

Mr.SEWARD. 1 would like to state my rea- 
son for appealing from the decision of the Chair. 
T understand that there is no law providing for a 
marine hospital at St. Marks, Florida, any more 


THE CO 


than at Darien. I think, therefore, that my amend- | 
ment is germane to the amendment of the Senate. 
The question being on the appeal taken by the 
gentleman from Georgia, 
Mr. SEWARD asked for tellers. 
Tellers were not ordered. 
The question was taken; and the decision of the4 
Chair was sustained. | 
The question recurred on the amendment of the | 
Senate. ` 
Mr. COBB demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; ‘and Messrs. Kern and | 
Bocock were appointed. j 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- | 
ported—ayes 80, noes 50. | 
So the Senate’s amendment was concurred in. i 


One hundred and thirteenth amendment: 


Page fifty-five, line thirteen hundred and thirty, under ;} 


the head of © marine hospital,” insert the following: ; 


To provide accommodations for sick and disabled sea- | 


men at Cincinnati, Ohio, $50,000; and the Seeretary of | 
the Treasury is hereby authorized to use such part of said | 
sum for the purchase of asite fora marine hospital at said i 
place as he may deem expedient. i 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I desire to 
offer an amendment to the Senate amendment. I| 
move to strike out all after the word ‘‘seamen,” | 
and insert in lieu thereof the following words: | 
“upon the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, $50,000,” 
so as to make the clayge read: 


To provide accominodations for sick and disabled sea- 
men upon the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, 850,000. 


The part of the clause which I propose to strike || 


out provides for the erection of a marine hospital | 
in the city of Cincinnati, Of all the places upon,’ 
our western waters I consider a marine hospital at | 
that point unnecessary, on account of the facts | 
which were presented ‘in debate here this morn- | 
ing; that in private hospitals disabled seamen can 


be accommodated much more easily and cheaply ; 


to the Government than they can be by the con- 
struction of a public hospital. if there is any 
place upon the Mississippi river, or in the whole 
western country, where itis desirable that a public 
hospital should be erected, it is at Memphis; for 
that is the highest point upon the Mississippi 
where the fevers of the southern gulf coastdo not 
reach, and at that point all sick seamen would nat- 

urally disembark, You find, in fact, that hardly | 
one of them is willing to stop at Napoleon, where | 


f 
t 
| 
} 
| 
il 

i 

i 

i 

| 

i 
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the 
heavy expense in the erection of a hospital. ‘The 
result is, that a number of these men are thrown 
upon Memphis ata great expense tothem, though 
Tam happy to say that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has been in the habit of furnishing accommo- 
dations to those seamen by an expenditure of a 
part of the fund at his command at the private and 
public hospitals at that place. Itis of more im- 
portance that this money should be expended there 


‘than at any other point lower upon the Missis- 


sippi river, and it is nothing more than right that 
a portion of these expenditures should be appro- 
priated to that part of the river. 

The committee will perceive that this amend- 
ment is not for boatmen upon the river, but for 
sick and disabled seamen. But whether it relates 
to boatmen or not, it is right and proper that this 
sum should be expended, not at Cincinnati alone, 
but that it should be distributed at all the important 
points of the river, and especially below the city 
of Cincinnati, where the largest number of men 
engaged on the ocean and river are always to be 
found in a disabled and sick condition. 

Mr. DISNEY. I feel very certain, that if the 
members of this committee were aware precisely 
of the state of facts in regard to the sick and dis- 
abled boatmen, or seamen—for that is the term 
used in this amendment, and that is the phrase- 
ology always used in reference to our river boat- 
men, as well as to seamen proper—lI repeat, if the 
members of this committee were familiar with the 
state of these boatmen at Cincinnati, the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee would not 
have been offered by him. Now, one word in 
regard to the gentleman’s argument. There is 
force in it, if it were applicable to the city of Cin- 
cinnati. Heretofore, the private hospitals of that 
city have taken care of these men, and the Gov- 
ernment has been enabled to avoid the expense, 
responsibility, and cost of the erection of a public 
building for that specific purpose. 

The directors of these local hospitals have given 
the Government notice that they cannot longer 
take care of this class of persons. At the com- 
mencement of the present session of Congress, 
the Secretary of the Treasury recommended the 
appropriation which the amendment of the Senate 
calls for. This appropriation is necessary, be- 
cause, as l have said, thereare no public accommo- 
dations for taking care of the sick and disabled 
seamen who arrive there, Sir, there is not a port 
in the whole country wire a marine hospital is 
more needed than one there, ‘ 

Any one who is at all acquainted with the facts 
knows that these buildings have been constructed 
up and down the Mississippi river without regard 
to the wants of the localities which were selected. 


The number of sick and disabled boatmen who |: 


land at Cincinnati exceeds four times that at any 


; marine hospital upon the Mississippi river, with 


the exception, perhaps, of New Orleans alone. 
You have located your hospitals at the wrong 
places. 
the wrong places, where there are no patients to 


| accommodate, is that any argument why you 


should not establish one at a point where the 
boatmen do come, and where they need to be ac- 
commodated ? 

The Government is now actually reduced to 
the necessity of letting out the taking care of these 


sick and disabled boatmen to the lowest bidder. |; 
At this time a party has contracted to take care |: 


of these boatmen, and no hospital can be obtained 
for their accommodation. They are placed in 
mere ordinary buildings—in common residences. 
There is no alternative left butto adoptthis course, 
or turn them into the streets. The Government 
has no other means of protecting them. Such is 
the condition of affairs in that city at thistime, I 
have no personal interest in the matter, except to 
see proper provision made for those boatmen. It 
is not an appropriation which is asked for spe- 
cially by the city of Cincinnati; but it is needed 
by the boatmen; and if the facts were properly 
understood, there would be no objection to this 
amendment, 

Sir, this is a proper provision for a general ap- 


propriation bil. Appropriations have been made | 


for this work under existing laws. Such appro- 
priations have been inserted in other appropria- 
tion bills which have passed this House. 

So stands the case, and the committee must 
judge for itself whether they will allow the appro- 


Government of the United States went to a [| priation t 


But because they have been located at |) 


o be made. As remarked, the taking 
| care of those sick and disabled seamen is now 
done by contract by parties who occupy ordinary 
residences, and take the patients as a matter of 
speculation. ° 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. Sranron’s amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr, TAYLOR, of Ohio.. I move to increase 
the amount contained in the Senate’s amendment 
1,000. ; i 
$ Mr. Chairman, I have offered this amendment 
for the purpose of saying, that if gentlemen willlook 
in House miscellaneous document, page eleven, 
they will see that the Secretary of the Treasury 
recommends this appropriation for the reason that 
the sick and disabled seamen, who land at Cin- 
| cinnati, cannot be properly taken care of, unless 
further provisions be made for their accommoda- 
tion. I simplyask that gentlemen will look to the 
miscellaneous document, to which I have referred, 
and see the recommendations of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and the reasons for making them, 
in reference to this appropriation. I think the 
House will concur in the amendment of the Sen- 
ate, if they will look for a moment at the import- 
ant position of that great city. Sir, Cincinnati 
does not ask for this appropriation, The State of 
Ohio does not ask it. But the Secretary of the 
Treasury, under the best advice he can get, says 
it is absolutely necessary, in order properly to 
take care of the sick and disabled seamen at that 
point. Sir, the Ohio river has thousands of miles 
of navigation, and, with the Mississippi river, it has 
five thousand miles navigation. i 
And here I take occasion to say that the State 
of Ohio asks for nothing of the General Govern- 
ment except whatits officers deem necessary for 
the best interests of the United States. She is an 
interior State, having a population of two mil- 
lion inhabitants, and paying one twelfth of the 
: $50,000,000 or $60,000,000 revenue of the Gov- 
ernment. She does not ask for a dollar beyond 
what is asked as necessary. Cincinnati is a city 
: oftwo hundred and fifty thousand or three hundred 
thousand inhabitants, and deals with five million 
| of people. Ohio is a State having $800,000,000 of 
taxable property, and notwithstanding she pays 
one twelfth of the revenueof the Government; 
| men are found to oppose a small appropriation of 
| $50,000 to take care of sick and disabled seamen 
there. Having appropriated for Vicksburg, St. 
Louis, Chicago, and other places in the West, I 
say that this committee will do itself injustice in 
withholding this small appropriation of $50,000 
to take care of sick and disabled boatmen who 
|| navigate the five thousand miles of your western 
| waters. Give this sum for the benefit of the boat- 
| men of the United States who manage the steam- 
ers, flat-boats, and rafts of your western waters. 
What is $50,000 to a State which contributes one 
: twelfth of your revenue? 
| We do not ask it for ourselves. We ask it for 
| the western boatmen. We ask it because the 
| Secretary of the Treasury has said that it is 
i! necessary. Weask it because he says there will 
ji be no accommodation there after the Ist day of 
t 
| 
| 
| 


i July, 1854, for the sick and disabled seamen. 
They are now quartered in the medical college at 
so much per head. This amendment is recom- 
| mended by the Department as one eminently en- 
i| titled to the favor of the Government. 
[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I am oppoked 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
|, not because I do not think that an appropriation 
; is necessary for sick and disabled seamen at Cin- 
| cinnati; but 1 think that these appropriations 
: Should be made for places all along the Missis- 
|| sippi and Ohio rivers. I know that a large pro- 
i! portion of these men are to be found in a sick 
|| and disabled condition at Cincinnati; but that is 
|! not the only place, and there is no reason why 
| appropriation should be solely confined toit. T 
| agree with the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Dis- 
l: nuy,] that the western marine hospitals are 
f placed on wrong sites. I think there is nothing 
|! more certain than the correctness of that position. 
You cannot get a seaman to disembark at Napo- 
i leon, if he happens to fall sick at that point. He 
|, knows that the hospital may be three or ten feet 
i under water. At least the adjoining ground may 
| be submerged, and be cannot expect anything but 


| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 


j death, And, in my judgment, that hospital ought 
! not to be at that point. 


“i 
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proper character may be found. Nevertheless, I 
should be perfectly willing to see an hospital built 
‘at Cincinnati, for I believe that to be one of “the 
proper places. At the same time I am bound to 
say that it is equally right and equally indispen- 
sable that one should be located at Memphis, or 
at least that an appropriation should be made to 
ac@mmodate the sick and disabled seamen there. 
itis as necessary to have an hospital there as at 
Cincinnati. 

Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move to increase the amount 
of appropriation five dollars. 


had intended to present to the.committee, when 
my time so suddenly expired. Gentlemen will 
‘find, in turning over the reports of these institu- 
tions, that while at some of the marine hospitals 
in these western waters, the number of patients 
is sometimes five, ten, or fifteen, and in others, 
sometimes forty a year; there has been, upon an 
average, in the hospital at Cincinnati, something 
like four hundred. Gentlemen talk about the ne- 
cessity of hospitals at Memphis, and other places. 
- But when boatmen get sick they go toa great com 
mercial city like Cincinnati, where they can find 
employment when they get convalescent. You will 
find them there every year, and they far-outnumber 
the patients at all the other hospitals put together. 
The Secretary of the Treasury has made a spe- 
cific recommendation that you should make this 
allowance. Asto these seamen being provided 
for in the hospitals conducted by private enter- 
prise, they go into the business as a matter of 
‘Speculation, and if they find it unprofitable, then 
these poor sick invalids will be cast out. The 
Jocal institutions are not capable of accommoda- 
ting them, and they have refused to do so. 

Mr. HOUSTON. b am opposed to the 
‘amendment. The appropriations for new marine 
hospitals and custom-houses will amount to some- 
thing over $3,800,000 at a fair calculation. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I would inquire what 


bill is? 
Mr. HOUSTON, Itis more than $16,000,000. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What a petty amount is ap- 
propriated for marine hospitals upon the western 
waters! 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


tion under consideration, The appropriations 
made for new marine hospitals, and new custom- 
houses in this bill, over and above the amount in 
the bill when it went from the House, will amount 
to more than $3,000,000. I presume from the 
votes given here this morning, that these amend- 
ments areall going into the bill. If gentlemen are 


going to put them in, let them do it at once and ` 


speedily. 


The question was then taken; and the amend- | 


ment was rejected. 


The question then recurred upon concurring in |: 


the Senate amendment. 
Mr. DISNEY demanded tellers. 


"Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerr and | 


WestBRoox were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 65, noes not counted. 

So the Senate’s amendment was concurred in. 


‘One hundred and fourteenth amendment: 


ji bill. 


Ido it in order that | 
I may make a simple statement of facts which L 


i 
the amount of the appropriation in the whole |, 

i 

| 


I do not intend to discuss |: 
the propriety of making the particular appropria- į 


| appropriation, inasmuch as it is daplicated in the 
The amendment strikes out that portion 
; which proposes to locate the boats at certain 
i Treasury. On application to the Secretary of the 
| Treasury, the gentleman who give security for 
these boats can have them at any points they 
desire. 


{Cries of ‘* That is right!?’] 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


Strike out the words in lines thirteen hundred and sixty- 
eight, sixty-nine and seventy, and to the word “ dolars” 


‘Treasury, $10,000.” 

After the word “ at?’ in line thirteen hundred and seventy- 
three, strike out the words “each of the folowing ports 
$12,500, viz : On the east side of Lake Michigan, at Mieb 


gon, one; White River, one; Picr Marquette, one; and 
: South Black River, one, And on the west side of Lake 
| Michigan, at Chicago, two; Kenosha, one; Milwaukie, 


one: Manitowoc, one; Waukegan, one; Racine, one; Port 
Washington, one; Washington Harbor, one; South Mani- 
tou Isiand, one; Kalley’s Harbor, one; and at Calumet, 
; Ones or,?? 

| And in fine one thousand three hundred and eighty-four, 
| strike out the word * other 3” and after the word * boats,” 
|i in line one thousand three hundred and eighty seven, in- 
sert: “ but no part of the money shall be paid to persons 


: shall be kept by the person or persons in whose care they 


; expense to the United States ;” so that the amendment 
, Shall read: 


: United States, to be expended under the direction of the 
| Seeretary of the Treasury, $10,009. For the purchase of 
metallic surf-boats, to rescue lives and property, and to be 
located at such points as shal! be desiguated by the Secre 

tary of the Treasury, to be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, who shall also adopt 
such measures as shall be necessary for the preservation of 
such boats; but no part of the money shall be paid, &e. 


‘substantially as it finds them now. 
to strike out the specific localities, and leaves the 
' Secretary of the Treasury to distribute these boats 
as, in his judgment, he deems best. But it further 


: to compensate any persons who keep these boats. 


which it ought to be done, is, that commercial 
men, at points upon the Jakes, und upon the sea- 
coast, make application, by letter, to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for boats. The Secretary says 
i to them: Give mea bond for $1,000, and {f will 
will send you a boat, and you shall take care of 
it, and use it for the benefit of commerce, and pay 
the expenses attending the keeping of it up. Busi- 
ness men, interested in navigation, do not ask to 
: make this a charge upon the Government. 
: Government will give them a boat, it is all they 
ask. 


o Mr. WALLEY. 


the latter part of his amendment; and } agree in 
l; his statements, so far as they are correct; but it is 
'- my misfortune to have to correct his statement 
| in part, so far as it relates to the first part of the 
amendment contained between lines thirteen hun- | 
dred and sixty-eight and thirteen hundred and. 
seventy-one, which he says isa reduplication of | 
i the previous clause which was passed in the bill! 
as it went from the House originally. : 


I am in the possession of facts in reference to |! 
l 


i 
| 


For life. boats, and other means of rendering assistance to 
shipwrecked mariners and others, on the coast of the United 
States, to be expended under the direction of the See 
ofthe Treasury, $10,000. For the purchase of metalic 
boats to resene lives and property, and to be located at each 
of the following ports, $12,500, vig: Ou the east side of 
Lake Michigan, at Michigan city, one; New Ruffalo, one; 
St. Joseph, one; Kalamazoo, one; Manistee, one; Grand 
River, one ; Muskegon, one; White River,one; Pier Mar 
qirette, one; and South Black River, one. Andon the we 
side of Lake Michigan, at Chicago, twos; Kenosha, one: 
Milwaukie, one ; Sheboygan, one; Death’s Door, one; Two j 
Rivers, one; Manitowoc, oue; Waukegan, one; Racine, 
one; Port Washington, one; Washington Harbor, one; 
South Manitou Island, one; Kalley’s Harbor, one; and 
at Calumet, one; or at such other points as shall be des 
nated by the Secretary of the Treasury, to be 
under the direction of the Secretary of the ‘Tre. 
shall also adept such measures as shall be nec 
preservation of such bo 


Mr. HAVEN. à 
Means propose an amendment to that section, the 
main point of which is to strike out part of the 


Se 


| Senate. 
: mittee on Commerce in the Senate, and he assured 
: methat he would attend to it. The Committee on 


ji propriation in the form 


|: tion had been made, but that they would add to 
The Committee of Ways and |! 

| mended to the Senate, to be expended under the. 
i discretion of the Secretary. 


| this matter, which I will state for the considera- |! 
i tion of the committee. The truth of the matter |, 
_is, that I was requested to have an appropriation | 
, made in behalf of an association in the city, which | 

I have the honor, in part, to represent, to be ap- i 
i plied for this very purpose stated in the Senate | 

amendment. I so stated to the chairman of the 
: Committee on Commerce in this House. He ad- 
vised me to have the amendment put on in the. 
I went to see the chairman of the Com-! 


Commerce, however, objected to making the ap 
rm i proposed, because they 
did not want to admit the name of an association 


in the bil. They said that a general appropria 


the appropriation which the House had recom- | 


! points, and leaves that to the Secretary of the | 


in line thirteen hundred and seventy-one, ‘ For life-boats ; 
| and other means of rendering assistance to shipwrecked | 
mariners and others, on the coast of the United States, to | 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the | 


gan City, one; New Buffalo, one; St. Joseph, one; Kala- ; 
! mazoo, oue; Manistee, one; Grand River, one; Muske- |: 


one; Sheboygan, one; Death’s Door, one; Two Rivers, i 


i; having care or charge of any of said boats, but the same : 


shall be placed by the Secretary of the Treasury, without | 


For life-boats, and other means of rendering assistance | 
to shipwrecked mariners and others, on the coast of the | 


Mr. HAVEN. That leaves the appropriations | 
It proposes į 


provides that no part of this money shall be paid | 


The way that thing is done now, or the way in | 


If the | 


I agree entirely with the ar- | 
gument of my friend from New York, but not in | 


Mr. HAVEN. How much was it? 
Mr. WALLEY Ten thousand -dollars, It 


it 
| 
l} 
\ 


t 
i 


Mr. RAVEN. The original amount in the 
bill is $16,000 for this purpose. Then follows the 
Senate substitute, substantially the same as that 
contained in the original bill, except adding 
thereto the words ‘€ to be expended under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of the Treasury. That 
the Committee of Ways and Means propose te 
strike out. 

Then there is a further appropriation, placed in 
the bill by the Senate, of $12,500, which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means propose to leave in 
the bill. So that, in addition to the usual appro- 
priation of $10,000—striking out the duplicate 
$10,000—we have $12,500 more than has hereto- 
fore been appropriated. 

Mr. WALLEY. Exactly, as I stated to’ the 
committee. There was an appropriation of $10,006 
put into the bill by the House for light-boats, as 
a means of rendering assistance to wrecked mari- 
ners, and which had no reference to the associa- 
ii tion of merchants. The committee put in $10,000 
| More; and it was founded upon the fact, that upon 
j; our coast last fall there was an immense destruc- 
tion of property and life. Hundreds of lives were 
lost last December. Eleretofore an association of 
merchants have had charge of this matter. 

The provision has been made several times by 
the State Legislature of Massachusetts. But, sir, 
I ask gentlemen to remember that the proposition 
made here for life-boats will not touch the coast 
of Massachusetts. That provision has reference 
to the wants of the lake coast exclusively, and 
will not touch*ourcoast, Thereis a provision for 
the coast of New Jersey and that of Long Island; 
and that is all. It was but a short time since that 


sS 


: a ship was cast away upon our coast, and many 


lives Jost, that could have been saved if these life». 
beats had been there. 

Mr. HAVEN, I will simply say, in reply te 
ithe gentleman from Massachusetts, that we pat 
$10,000 into another bill for this purpose. he. 
|| committee did not want to duplicate the provision, 
and, therefore, they recommended that it should 
| be stricken out, 
| Mr. WALLEY, I desire to ask the gentleman 
| in what other bill the provision of which ne speaks; 
| has been inserted? 

Mr. HAVEN. In the light-house bill. 
| Mr. WALLEY. That was notin seference to 
i the Massachusetts coast at all. 
| Mr. HAVEN. Yes, sir; it applied tothewhole 
|| coast, from Maine to California. 

Mr. WALLEY. I desire to. ask a division of 
the question before the entire amendment of the 
Senate is disposed of. IĮ have no objection to the 
; recommendation of the Committee of Ways and 
Means being adopted in reference to the last por- 
tion of the amendment; but I hope the first portion 
willbe retained. I ask the Chair whether the 
question is divisible? 

The CHAIRMAN, 
question may be divided. 

Mr. WALLEY. Then Task that the question. 
may be first taken upon concurring in the follow~ 
ing clause: 

For Jife-boats, end other means of renderingassistanee 
to shipwrecked. mariners aad others, on the coast of the 
Jnited States, to be expended ander the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, $10,000. 

Mr. SKELTON. Is that amendment debata- 
ble? 

The CHAIRMAN. I: is not. 

The first portion of the Senate amendment. was, 
then nen-concurred in. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 


The Chair thinks tha. 


I do not know 


that the committee fuily understand the amend- 
i ment 


The CHAIRMAN. The question has been 
decided. 

Mr. STUART. Do I understand: that the 
$10,000 is to be stricken out, and thatthe $12,500, 
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isto be distributed’ over the whole coast of the 
United States? re 
The CHAIRMAN. No, sir. 

Mr, SKELTON. Would it bein order-to move 
to amend that portion of the amendment proposed 
tobe stricken out? : ; 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, sir. : 

Mr; SKELTON. { moye to increase the ap- 
propriation to $11,000. e pa : 

Mr. Chairman, Ihave moved the amendment 
with a. view of presenting some facts to the com- 

mittee which .{ have. learned. in: my examination 
of, the ‘subject. There is an appropriation in the 
‘light-house appropriation bill for the coasts of 
New Jersey and Long Island; but it does not 
meet the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury by some $30,000. The life-boats located 
on: the coasts of New Jersey and Long Island 
have been`in use for six years, and the number ot 
lives saved by them during the last year was more 
than. two thousand seven hundred. The many 
shipwrecks and disasters which have occurred on 
our coasts of late loudly call for an extension of 
the life-boat system which has been so success- 
fully begun. By it many lives and a large amount 
of property have been saved. As I have said, 
the appropriations do not meet the recommenda- 
tions of the Secretary of the Treasury by some 
$30,000, I think, since protection has been so 
successfully afforded on the New Jersey and Long 
Island coasts, that it should be extended to all the 
other coasts of the country. 

„Mr: STUART, of Michigan. 

offer an amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itisnot. Butthe gentle- 
man may oppose the amendment of the gentleman 
from New Jersey. - 

Mr. SKELTON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew. his amendment. 

Mr. STUART. I move to amend by increas- 
ing the appropriation to $12,000. Mr. Chairman, 
if Í understand the amendment of the gentleman 
from New York, it is to strike out the item of || 
$10,000 in the first clause of the Senate’s amend- 
ment, which will leave the $12,500, now provided 

for Lake Michigan, to be distributed at his discre- 
tion over the entire coast of the United States. 

Mr. SKELTON. Except the coast of New 
Jersey and Long Island? 

Mr. STUART. Yes, sir. It will then give 
only $12,500 for the Atlantic, Gulf, Pacific and 
Lake coasts of the United States. The Senate’s 
amendment provides $10,000 for the New England, 
Gulf and Pacific coasts, and then adds $12,500 for 
the coast of Lake Michigan. Now I cannot 
speak with the certainty of statistical information, 
which gentlemen do, who reside on the Atlantic 
coast, as to the necessity of the appropriation there, 
but I do know the urgent necessity which exists 
for this appropriation for life-boats for the coast 
of Lake Michigan. Every year, sir, closes with 
a record of the loss of thousands upon thousands 
of property destroyed on the coasts of that lake. 
A eee amount of this property might be saved 
by these surf-boats, which could reach and re- 
move from stranded vessels, at least the money 
and valuables, before they have gone to pieces. 

But, sir, that is comparatively of trifling conse- 
quence. Assuredly, the bills of mortality are 
swelled with the names of scores of our best and 
bravest seamen, who meet an untimely fate upon 
that perilous sea. Sympathy and tears for their 
misfortunes, sir, are the impulses of humanity; 
but to provide such measures of safety as will 
best protect them against a recurrence of such 
misfortunes, is the duty of legislation; this is the 
substantial aid and corafort they demand—this 
they are entitled to—to do less is but to mock at 
their calamity. Sir, a great proportion of these | 
valuable lives may be saved by this appropriation. 
it is upon the coasts of this lake that the danger 
is most imminent; and these life-boats properly 
distributed, cannot but prove useful in rescuing | 
many a shipwrecked mariner from a watery 
grave. Where is the man with the sensibilities 
of humanity, who would not even himself, from 
his private fortune, cheerfully pay the value of 
any of these boats, if, in a moment of peril, he 
could thus save a fellow man; and, sir, will this 
committee, will the Congress of the United States, 
withhold this trifling appropriation, pitiful and | 
small as it is, in the list of fifty odd millions of 


Is it in order to 


dollars, which are to be expended by this Gov- |i 


ernment for other purposes? And yet, more es- 


|! Jersey coast. 


pecially, shall it be withheld from the northwest, 
an important region of the country, which, as yet, 
has no share, even to the value of a single dime, 
i in this schedule of appropriations. z 
| Sir, we have paid into the ‘Treasury our full 
| proportion of the money and surplus which now 
; swells its coffers. It has been. drawn from the 
| hard-earnings-of an industrious, virtuous, frugal, 
and patriotic people; it has been paid without 
grudge and without complaint; it has resulted in 
fertilizing the barren hills of New England and the 
eastern States, and we now. claim only a small 
share of what is our own, in common with other 
portions of the Republic, not as mendicants at the 
door of the Treasury, but as a right. f 

Mr. Chairman, there are few appropriations 
proposed to Congress which are less exceptiona- 
ble, or which promise greater good than this, and 
I believe the generous emotions of the committee 
will combine with their sense of justice and right, 
and that the amendments of the Senate will be 
agreed to. i 

[The committee here rose informally, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate by Mr. Dicxs, their 
Secretary, informing the House that they insisted 
upon their diSagreerment to the amendments of the 
House to the bill of the Senate (No. 388) entitled 
“ An act authorizing the extension of the Alexan- 
dria and Washington railroad into the District of 
Columbia,” and agreed to the conference asked 
by the House, upon the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses upon the same, and have appointed 
Mr. Brient, Mr. Toucey, and Mr. Fisa, the 
managers at the said conference on.their part.] 

Mr. HAVEN. Iam desirous of bringing this 
matter toa vote as soon as possible, but I am 
fearful that the committee do not understand the 
precise action of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. I sympathize with my friend from Mich- 
igan (Mr. Srusrr] in reference to all he says 
about the Northwest, so far as that matter is 
concerned. He concedes that an appropriation of 
$12,500 for that section of the country is made. 
There is no complaint in reference to that, but the 
only complaint is in reference to striking out the 
first portion of the amendment. 

The text of the bill was as follows: 

& For life-boats and other means of rendering assistance to 
wrecked mariners and others on the coast of the United 
States, $10,000.77 

That is the usual appropriation which has been 

ade in all previous biils. : 

The amendment of the Senate reads as follows: 

& For life boats and other means of rendering assistance to 
shipwrecked mariners and others on the coast of the United 
States, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, $10,000.” 

I suppose that appropriation would apply to the 
Northwest coast as much as it would apply to 
the Atlantic. 


stricken out, the $12,500 now appropriated for the 
lake coast will have to bedivided between the lake 
| coast and the Atlantic sea-board. 

Mr. HAVEN. Very well, sir. I see that, so 
far as the gentleman from Michigan is concerned, 
I am understood so far. Now, let me finish, and 
I will answer him. Here is the life-boat appro- 
priation in the text, which has always been in 
previous bills of this character. We have appro- 
priated $10,000 in the light-house bill, which has 
gone to the other House, and which relieves the 
į Treasury of any application for the New Jersey 
| coast, and leaves the rest to be applied to Massa- 
| chusetts and elsewhere. 
| dnow come to the remarks of the gentleman 
| from Michigan. We have already, as I said, 
| passed an appropriation of $10,000 for the New 
Now, the proposition is, to add to 
i the sum already appropriated $12,500, and to 
i limit the expenditure in the way I have pointed 
(out. The amendment says nothing about any par- 
| ticular coast at which the boats are to be located, 


} 
j 


| in danger from shipwreck. For this purpose, it 


i, proposes to appropriate $12,500 for boats, to be 


located at such points as shail be designated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Now, in lieu of designating any particular 
joints, my amendment proposes to strike out 


i 
! these places that have been mentioned in the Sen- 


P 
it 
| aie’s amendment, and leave it all to the discretion 
| of the Secretary of the Treasury. Why should 


Mr. STUART. But.if that Senate clause is |! 


but it is simply for the purpose of rescuing lives | 


| 
| 
| 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
f 
| 
I 
| 
I 
i 


; Which have rockets aud mortars, 
: Government. 


: fourteen liveshave been saved by mortars and rockets, be- 


we not do that? Why should we go into partic- 
ular details? How do we know that there are 
men at the places pointed out here, who.are ready 
to obtain and take care of the boats? Lf we wanted 
to go into particularities in legislation, why do we 
not say to the Secretary of the Treasury that the 
boats are,to be so many feet long, and so many 
feet wide, and haveso many oars? Butno. We 
furnish these boats, and then let the Secretary of 
the Treasury, on the application of proper men, 
and without additional expense to the Treasu' Y; 
locate them at certain places and points, when 
proper application has been made for them. 

If the committee understand me, I am done, and 
cannot be drawn into saying another word about 
this matter, unless it becomes necessary. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I have one word 
to sa 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from New York one single question.- That is: 
whether he proposes to keep this appropriation 
of $12,500 to Lake Michigan ? 

Mr. HAVEN. J understand that it is pro- 
posed to be appropriated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to the western and northwestern lakes; 
and, therefore, the term “ coast”? is not used. 

Mr. STUART. This restricts it to Lake Mich- 
igan— : 
The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) Farther 

debate is not in order. 

Mr. STUART, by unanimous consent, then 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. WALLEY. I propose to amend the 
amendment by adding $100 to the amount. 

Tam sure, Mr. Chairman, that if the commit- 
tee understood this matter, they would agree with 
me in opposing this amendment—that is, the 
would retain and concur in all this first branch of 
the Senate’samendment. But the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Haven] says that heretofore there 
has been a general appropriation for this purpose, 
and that now we ask for" specific appropriations. 
Oh, yes, sir; and the committee have granted it. 
They have granted a specific appropriation at the 
instance’ of my friend from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Sxe.row.] They granted a specific appropriation 
of $10,000 in respect to the claims of New Jersey 
and Long Island. The gentleman from New 
York supported it, and the committee of the House 
granted the appropriation; and they were right, 
for the New Jersey coast was entitled to it. 

Now, Massachusetts comes forward and makes 
out a case fora similar appropriation, not for Bos- 
ton or for her coast, but for the whole coast. We 
do not want it for Bostonians merely, or for the 
people of Massachusetts merely, but we want it 
for the benefit of the mercantile service. Wewant 
it because it is needed by the Navy, and because 
we have no means to meet the demands made upon 
us for protection along our rocky coast. Why, 
sir, the $10,000 have been appropriated heretofore, 
and this year we have added to it. Added how? 
Added to it because we have made a like appro- 
priation for the West, and another for New Jersey. 
And now, when a case is made out if Massachu- 
setts, my friend from New York shuts his eyes 
and ears, and says do no more. This action does 
not contrast well with the action of England upon 
thesubject. The Northumberland life-boat report 
states: 


“ In England and Wales, with a sea-board of five thousang 
miles, there are seventy-five life-boats, forty-five of which 
are on the east coast, from five to ten miles apart. The 
fife-boats Gf Liverpool alone have landed, during the last 
eleven years, one thousand one hundred and twenty-eight 
persons. There are seventy-three stations furnished with 
rockets; thirty of which have mortars, and forty-one of 
at the expense of the 
At twenty-two stations two hundred aud 


ides several crews near Yarmouth, and many lives at 
eight other stations, where no account has been kept of the 
number. Fifty-five persons on the coast of Yorkshire have 
been saved by Cartes’s rocket apparatus, and by means of 
the ‘life-belt” and buoy four hundred and sixty persons it 
twelve years.”? 


Now, what | ask is, not that this appropriation 
be given to Massachusetts, or to any Massachu- 
setis merchant or any association of Massachu- 
setts, but ] say it is pennywise and poundfoolish, 
when, as the gentleman from Michigan says, you 
spend millions upon millions, and will not trust 
your own Secretary with ¢10,000 when a case is 


made out where life can be saved and suffering 
prevented upon the Atlantic coast. It is not for 


1854. 
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Massachusetts alone. Wedo not ask forit. You | 
have given $10,000 for New Jersey and the Long | 
Island coast, and why will you not give $20,000 | 
for general purposes along the coast? 

Mr. HOUSTON, The gentieman from Mich- 
igan end the gentleman from Massachusetts use 
a very singular mode of argument, I think, in 
their advocacy of this proposition. They say we 
are,spending large amounts of money. That is 
true, and it Is just what I have been trying to | 
prevent. But whenever these propositions come 
up for a vote, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
is found passing through the tellers in favor of 
them; and my friend from Michigan [Mr.Sruarr] 
has been very deep in that kind of work himself. 
And when they are themselves assisting to force 
those large amendments through the House and 
the committee, with what sort of grace can they | 
come and chide us for our efforts to restrain them | 
in particular cases? If gentlemen would only | 
keep their own skirts clear, I would receive a lec- | 
ture from them upon the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment; but as they continue to vote for these 
large, and, as L think, unnecessary appropria- | 
tions, it does not become them to say that we are | 
appropriating large amounts. 

Mr. WALLEY. 1 wish to say that I give |; 
every vote here conscientiously and discriminating- 
ly. At the same time that the gentleman votes for 
$10,000,000, I vete against it, and then I ask him 
to vote for 610,000, and he refuses because of its 
extravagance. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is welcome 
to refer to the $10,000,000 vote; but I do not 
think it is more to his credit to have voted against 
it, than to mine to have voted the cther way. Iam 
satisfied with that vote, if the gentleman is, and 
I leave that matter to his own conscience and to 
his sense of responsibility to the country. But 
the gentleman says he votes upon his conscience. 
That that is true | have no doubt, and if he does | 
vote upon his conscience, why does he come here | 

-and throw it in the face of this House that these | 

appropriations are extravagantly made, when he 
himself is one of the leading members of this | 
House who make these appropriations. 

Now, in reference to this particular appropria- 
tion, the case is this: heretofore we have been in 
the habit of appropriating $10,000 for this purpose. 
That is the usual appropriation, but m some! 
cases a specific amount has been given for the | 
protection of the New Jersey coast. Now, after 
we have made the usual appropriation of $10,000, 
and have given also $10,000 to the New Jersey 
coast, we propose to add $12,500 for the lake 
coast. Andlask the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts why, when the sum of $10,000 which 
has heretofore been appropiated has proved suffi- 
eient for the whole of the United States, it is 
necessary now to appropriate $10,000 for the 
New Jersey coast, $12,500 for the lake coast, and 
$25,000 for the balance of the coast. 

Mr. WALLEY, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 
crease the appropriation $5,000." 

Mr. Chairman, the impression seems to have | 
been created upon the minds of some of the mem- 
bers of the committee, that in the remarks I | 
before made upon this amendment, I reflected upon |) 
the action of the House for voting the large ap- | 
propriations which have been made by this Con- 
gress. Sir, if] have voted erroneously upon any 
questions which have been up for ouraction here- 
tofore, the record will convict me. I shall not | 
seek to evade any share of responsibility which | 
attaches to those votes. I must, however, re- 
spectfully remind the distinguished gentleman from | 
Alabama, that, whether f have voted right or 
wrong, I have followed his lead, upon nearly | 
every question which has been submitted to the 
House, from the opening of the session to this 
day—including the Nebraska-Kansas bill. [have |) 
been willing to support him, sir, in some of (what ` 
I regarded, and still regard) his abstract and im- | 
material views upon subjects in which I conceive 
nobody, and nobody’s interest, is very seriously 
involved, (unless it be a class of politicians whose 
sole stock in trade is agitation,) In the hope, vain | 
though it has proved, that when sober, serious, 
and substantial interests, in which my constitu 
ents and State had a stake, and were concerned, 
might come up for consideration, he, too, would il 
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I move to in- 


| intimately connected with the material interests of 


! with these friends (some of them new ones, it is 
i| trae, so far as voting and political associations | 


| «c Ss00 per annum each, $21,600 ;°’ so as to make the clause 


toe the mark, and ‘(render unto Cæsar the things 
which are Casar’s.”* ; 
Now, the genileman complains that to-day I 
have been falling from grace, and that | am voting | 
& all wrong.” Sir, | plead guilty to the charge of | 
deserting the gentleman, much as I esteem him, 
and regret the necessity which makes me part | 
company with so agreeable an associate and so 
reliable a voter, but when I found to-day the same 
parsimonious course which has heretofore char- 
acterized the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
reference to appropriations for my section of the 
country persisted in, I was compelled to abandon 
his lead, and follow that of my friends, who are į 
seeking to secure appropriations for works which 
the Ways and Means stigmatize as ‘¢ works of | 
internal improvement,” but which I believe to be | 
both constitutional and necessary, and which are 


{ 
| 
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the constituency | am honoreu with representing. 
} admit, sir, that I have been laboring and voting 


go) for the appropriations for rivers and harbors, 
custom-houses, and marine hospitals. To be 
specially obnoxious to censure by the enemies of || 
these works is, indirectly, to be complimented for 
some supposed efficient service in their favor. | 


1 


i 
i 
j 
; 
jj 


$12,500 wasto go forthe benefit ofthe lake coast.’ 
Ay, sir; but that ‘ understanding’? does not ap- | 
pear upon the record in the amendment as offered | 
by the gentleman from New York. Sir, it is | 
Jesuitismi—it is just of a piece with the Jesuitism 
which I think [ have seen at work to deprive the 
northwest of its due share of interest in this 
Government. The amendment of the gentleman 
from New York amounts to this, precisely, and 
no more. All | ask is that it may be properly 
understood and heeded by gentlemen whose in- 
terests, and the interests of whose constituents, | 
are at stake in this matter—it is to strike out the 
$10,000, and to leave the $12,500 for the Atlantic, 
Gulf, Pacific, and Lake coasts. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire that the committee | 
will now vote on the question. I feel as strongly | 
for the interests of northern commerce as any |, 
gentleman here. f j 

The question was taken; and the amendment | 
was voted down. i! 

The question then recurred on the first branch | 
of the Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. WALLEY. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs W ASHBURN, || 
of Maine, and MAXWELL, were appointed. i 

The question was taken; and the first portion | 
of the Senate amendment was concurred in, the |! 
tellers having reported—ayes 68, noes not counted. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Haven’s 
amendment to the latter portion of the Senate: 
amendment. ; 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I demand tellers. |! 

Tellers were not ordered, 


One hundred and fifteenth amendment: 
Strike out in ine one thousand four hundred and eight, 


S600 per annum, $16,200, aud insert in licu tereot, | 


read: 


For salaries of fifteen keepers and twelve assistants, at 
an average not exceeding B800- per annum each, $91 600, 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. ‘The commit- 
tee recommend a non-concurrence, 
The amendment was non-concurred in, - 


One hundred and sixteenth amendment: 


_For completing the light-houses on the. coast of Califor- 
nia and Oregon, the sum of $59,434: Provided, That it 
shall be the ‘duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
the contractors for building the light-house on Point Lemay 
near San Diego, what the sameis reasonably worth. 


Mr.STEPHENS. Thecommitteerecommend 
a concurrence, ` 

The amendment was concurred in. 

One hundred and seventeenth amendment: 

Provided, That the salaries of the Ministers. to Great 
Britain and France shail be hereafter at the rate of $15,000 
per annum ; and that hereafter outfits of Ministers to Gieat 
Britain and France sbalil not be allowed. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘The committee 
recommend a non-concurrence. ~ 

‘The amendment was non-concurred in, 

One hundred and eighteenth amendment: 

For salary of a clerk to the United States legation ‘at 
Paris, $500. ; 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I offer the. folowing- 
amendment, to come in at the end of this clause: 

And the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby,. 
directed to pay out of any moneys in the Treasury. not 
otherwise appropriated, to the late acting chargé d’affaires 
of the United States at Paris, the sum of $6,223 82, it being 
the amount of the difference between the salary received 
by him as secretary of legation at Paris, from the 14th day 
of May, 1853, to the 22d day of January, 1854, and the sal- 
ary of a chargé Waflaires for the same periodstogether with 
the usual outfit ofa chargé d’affaires. And for necessary 
clerk hire during four years, paid by him while secretary of 
legation at Paris, the further sum of $1,170 63, t 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques-. 
tion of order. There is no law authorizing that 
amendment. If there is any claim, it is a private. 
claim, and it has no place in an appropriation bill. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. If the Chair decides this. 
question out of order, I shall feel bound to take an. 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. F hope 
gentlemen of the committee will hear me while [ 
offer a word of explanation in regard to this mat- 
ter. If this amendment is ruled out of, order, it: 
will be the first time, since I have been a member. 
here, that an appropriation of this kind has been 
refused. It comes from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. There has been a report made upon, 
itin the Senate. Appropriations of this kind were 
submitted as amendments last year, and i hope 
that the amendment I have offered now will fe 
considered in order. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 1 feel bound to take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The question was taken on the appeal; andthe 
decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The Senate amendment was then non-concurred 
in. 

One hundred and nineteenth amendment: 

For outfit of the Commissioner to the Sandwich Ist. 
ands, $2,500. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in, 

One hundred and twentieth amendment: 

Page sixty-one, line one thousand four hundred and 


i seventy-seven, after the word “ seamen,” add the words 


“ and seainen belonging to American vessels.” 


The clause, as amended, reads: 

For the relief and protection of American seamen, and 
seamen belonging to American vessels in foreign couutries, 
S125, 000. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 


| Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-first amendment: 
Add to the foregoing clause the following words: 
And to enable the diplomatic and consular representa- 


tives of the United States, in foreign countries, to afford 


relief to, and provide the means of returning hoine, to such 
citizens of the United States, in foreign countries, as may 


i have been reduced to a state of destitution of the necessa- 
i: ries of Jife, by shipwreck or the necessary abandonment of 
‘| the vesselin which they embarked; and also to such citi- 
i gens of the United States us being on their way from one 


part of the United States to another, have become destitute 


i! in foreign countries, in consequence ufshipwreck, disease, 
i or any other casualty, 320,000, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 


© Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 


in this amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in, 
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One‘hundred and twenty-second amendment: 

‘Page. sixty-one, line one thousand four hundred and 
ninety-four, strike out the words “ for salary of the consul 
at Bejrout, 8500,” and insert in Jien thereof the following: 

That the consul at Betrout, Syria, is pereby ereated a 
consul general, with a salary of $2,900 per annum, from the 
Ist. of. July, 1853; ‘said consulate shall comprehend. both 
Syria and Palestine, and $4,000 is hereby appropriated for 
the salary of said consul. f 
Ar. HOUSTON.. The Committee of Ways 
and- Means recommend a concurrence in: that 
amendment, with the following amendment: 

Tn line one thousand four hundred. and ninety-seven, 
after the word “annum,” strike out the words “ from the 
Tet‘of July, 1853,” and in. the one thousand four hundred 
and ninety-ninth line, strike out the word “ four,” and in- 
sertin lieu thereof the word # two.” | 
The amendment, if amended, would read: 


Phat the’consu¥ at Beirout, Syria, is hereby created a 
consul general, with a salary of $2,000 per annum; said con- 
sulate ‘shall comprehend both Syria and Palestine, and 
$2,000 is hereby appropriated for the salary of said consul. |! 


Mr. PERKINS. J propose to modify that 
amendment. Strike out the word ‘ general,” after |! 
consul, and leave the office still a simple consulate, 
with the salary proposed. This will be in agree- 
ment with the report made this morning by the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, fixing the salary 
of that consulate at $2,000, and abolishing the 
consul generalship. | 

Mr. HAVEN. F would suggest to the gentle- 
man from Louisiana, that as the bill proposed by 
him this moring is not yet a law, we had better 
keep this amendment till it passes. 

‘Mr. HOUSTON. | agree to modify the amend- 
ment as suggested by the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana. | 

The question was taken on Mr. Hovsron’s 
amendment, as modified, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the Senate amendment, 
as amended; and it was concurred in. | 

Qne hundred and twenty-third amendment: 


Wor payment to Blythe and Company, of Port Louis, iw 
the Island of Mauritius, the sum of $7,854 50, it being the | 
amount of two bills of exehange drawn upon the Depart- H 
ment ef State hy George M. Farnam, commercial agent, in 
payment of expenses incurred in relieving destitute Ameri- 
<an citizens, whieh drafts were cashed by said Blythe and |} 

| 


j 


Company. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in the amendment. j 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-fourth amendment: || 

Page sixty-two, line figeen hundred and ten, insert the |: 
following: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury audit and settle the 
accounts of Robert C. Schenck, late Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to Brazil, 
aod John 8. Pendleton, late Chargé d?Affaires of the United 
States to the Argentine Confederation, for additional com- 
pensation, and for expenses incurred by them in the per- 
formance ofspecial services not pertaining to their respective 
missions, and at points distant from those to which tbey ij 
were originally accredited, in compliance with instructions |} 
from the Department of State. In settling which accounts 
the certificate of the parties shall be regarded as sufficient 
evidence as10 the amount of expense incurred, where no |} 
regular voucher can be produced. And a compensation 
at the rate of twenty-five dollars per diem shall he allowed 
to each of them for the time they were so employed, to be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. | 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways 
and. Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment of the Senate, with an amendment: 

After the words, “ Argentine Confederation,” in the fif- 
teen hundred and fourteenth line, strike out tue words 
© for additional compensation and,” and aiter the word 
* produced,” in line fifteen hundred and twenty-two, strike 
out the words “and a compensation at We rate of twenty- 
five dollars per diem shali be allowed to each of them for 
the time they were so employed,” so as to make the Senate 
amendment, if so amended, read: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury andit and settle the 
accounts of Robert C. Scheuck, late Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to Brazil, |! 
and Johy 8, Pendleton, late Chargé d’A ffaires of the United | 
States tothe Argentine Confederation, for expensesincurred |; 
by them in the performance of special services not per- 
faining fo their respective mi ns, and at points distant |} 
from those to which they were originally accredited, in ji 
compliance with instructions from the Department of |! 
State. In seling whieh accounts the certificate of the 
parties shall be regarded as sufficient evidence as to the 
amount of expense incurred, where no regular voucher can 


i out éven that allowance. 
east we can do is, to concur with the Senate | 


be produced. To be paid out of any money ip the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. k 


Mr. SOLLERS; I desire to hear from some 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means 
an explanation of the reasons of that amendment. 

Mr. HIBBARD. The explanation is brief, I 
suppose. An additional compensation for Mr, 
Schenck is asked for upon the ground that he per- 
formed other duties than those which originally : 


devolved upon him by the terms of his original 
commission. The Senate propose to give him 
double pay for his services—the same pay, if I 
recollect right, that he would have received had 
he, during that time, been acting as a regular 
minister. ft was the opinion of a majority of the 


| Committee of Ways and Means that an amend- 


ment which should leave to this officer, so acting, 


| his original pay for the whole time, and then for the 


duties which he was subsequently called upon to 
perform at another place, should pay him for his 
time and expenses, would be a fair provision. 
And that is the amendment. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Do £ understand the gentle- 


| man from. New Hampshire to say that the only 


compensation heasks for, is pay for the time and 


| expenses he incurred in the performance of the 
| additional duties, and that all the committee pro- 


pose to allow him is his expenses? 
Mr. HIBBARD. That is our amendment. 
Mr. SOLLERS. Then I hope it will be voted 
down. 
Mr. HIBBARD. The amendmentof the Sen- 


; ate will show what the gentleman asked for. By 
| looking at it, the gentleman from Maryland will 


understand its provisions, Our amendment pro- 
poses to pay him for the whole time at the rate 


| allowed by law for the commission; and it fur- 


ther provides for paying him for his expenses. 
Under the amendment he would have pay for ful! 
time and all his expenses. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I well under- 
stand this amendment; and, perhaps, gentlemen 
will better understand it after hearing me. The 
amendment of the Committee of Ways and Means 
is to allow these gentlemen their expenses and 
nothing else. ‘That is what the amendment is. 
They so amend the Senateamendment as to allow 
them their simple expenses and nothing else. 

While Mr. Schenck was at Rio, a proposition 


| was made by the French Government and the 


English Government to make joint treaties with 


two distant governments—far distant. The prop- | 


osition was accepted by our Government, and 
these gentlemen were appointed asits agents to go 


| to these distant countries. They went and nego- 


tiated two important treaties which have since 
been confirmed by the President and by the Sen- 


jate. They rendered notonly an important service, 
but a very acceptable service to the United States, 
| Fhey asked as compensation for their services, 


the outfit of a minister; and they asked what I 
assert, it has been the universal practice of this 
Government to grant for similarservices. I state 
to this committee that no gentleman here can point 
me toan instance of the kind, wherea minister has 
been detached from his post and detailed to per- 
form a service similar to that performed by these 
gentlemen, where that compensation has not been 
allowed. 

Mr. KERR. I would shggest that during the 
present session, we have made the same allowance 
to William Bosman Kerr, for the performance of 
similar services. 


Mr. STEPHENS. Certainly it hasbeen made | 


during the present session. But for the perform- 


| ance of this service the Senate agreed to allow to 


Mr. Schenck and Mr. Pendleton a compensation 
of twenty-five dollars per day, which is a pro rata 
allowance upon the salary of a minister. 
amendment has come to this House, and our 
Committee of Ways and Means propose to strike 
Sir, it seems to me the 


mendment, and, in my opinion, that would come 
far short of doing justice to those gentlemen. 
The action of the Senate is in opposition to the 


' heretofore universal practice of the Government; 


but at this late period of the session, rather than 
to disagree to their action, I am willing to accede 
to their proposal, and grant these gentlemen this 
pro rata allowance. 

But the Committee of Ways and Means pro- 


| pose to strike out the proposition of the Senate, 


and simply allow these gentlemen for their actual 
expenses. Sir, I appeal to the committee—I ap- 
peal to every American—is it honorable? Is it 


That | 


right that your foreign ministers, men of position, | 


men appointed to carry the ensign of the Republic 


j to foreign nations, should be dismissed under 


circumstances like these with their expenses? I 
repeat, sir, that 1 should have preferred to have 
followed the practice of tae Government from the 
beginning, which has been as I have stated. But 


inasmuch as the Senate have deviated ftom that 
practice, and have agreed to. give them a reason- 
able compensation, I shall vote to concur in their 
proposition, and give these gentlemen a per diem 
compensation equal pro rata to the salary of a 
minister, and I hope the House will concur in that 
proposition, and not dismiss these gentlemen with 
merely their expenses, as is proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. HIBBARD. I wish to inquire of the gen~ 
tleman from Georgia whether, if the amendment 
of the Senate be adopted, these gentlemen will not 
be paid not only for the performance of this ad- 
ditional service, but at the same time, receive their 
salaries under the original missions to which they 
were appointed ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Certainly. 

Mr. HIBBARD. And will they not thus re- 
‘ceive pay for the performance of duties which, 
they could not perform? The Committee of 
| Ways and Means proposed to pay them the salary 
of minister, the same they -would have received 
| as ministers if they had not been detached, and in 
addition, to pay all their expensesconsequent upon 
the performance of their additional duties. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 1 ask the gentleman 
whether it is not true that Mr. Adams, when he 
; was Minister to Russia, and was invited to become 
i one of the commissioners to negotiate the treaty 
of Ghent, did not receve his outfit as minister? 
| ask whether Mr. Clay as another of the commis- 
sioners to negotiate the same treaty, did not re~- 
ceive the outfit of a minister? I ask whether Mr. 
Pinckney did not receive the same outfit for the 
performance of a similar service? 

[Here the hammer fell.] p 

The question was taken; and the amendment. 
of the Committee of Ways and Means was re- 
|i jected, there being, on a division—ayes 53, noes 68. 

The question was taken; and the amendment of” 
the Senate was concurred in, there being, on a di- 
vision—ayes 79, noes 52. 

One hundred and twenty-fifth amemdment: 


For expenses whieh may be incurred: in acknowledging 
the services of the masters and crews of foreign vessels in 
rescuing citizens and vessels of the United States from 
shipwreck, $5,000: Provided, That the sanre shall be ex- 
pended under the direetion of the President of the United 
States. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-sixth amendment: 


For the purchase of blank books, stationery, arms of the 
| United States, presses, and flags, and for the payment of 
postages for the consuls of the United States, $10,000. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrenee. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-seventh amendment: 


To enable the Seeretary of State to defray the expense of 
releasing from captivity among the Indians of Queen Char- 
; lotte’s Island the erew and passengers of the American 
sloop Georgiana, $2,500, or so mach thereof as may be 
necessary, 


Mr. PHILLIPS. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment, with-an amendment to strike out 
t $2,500,” and in lieu thereof to insert $15,000.” 
The object is to cover all the expenses incurred 
in rescuing twenty-seven American citizens from 
captivity in Queen Charlotte’s Island. 

he question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Committee of Waysand Means was agreed 
to; and then the Senate amendment, as amended, 
was concurred in. 


‘One hundred and twenty-eighth amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of State to reimburse to Edward 
Riddle such sums as shall be satisfactorily shown to have 
been expended by him, or which said Riddle may have 
obligated himself to pay, on account of his official ‘position 
at the Industrial Exhibition at London, Sagiand, or so 
much theteof as shall be necessary, $26,000: Provided, 
That no portion of the payments made, pro rata, by con- 
tributors at said exhibition shall be regarded as within this 
appropriation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, 
recommend a non-concurrence. $ 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move to strike 
out that amendment. I make this motion because 
I know of no authority that any person had to 
| confer upon Edward Riddle, ‘official position” ag 

woe : EIEE 
commissioner to the Industrial Exhibition at 
i London. I do not wish to argue the merits of the 
i ease, but 1 desire to say this, if he was sent there 


The committee 


1854. 


2055 


as commissioner, I know cfno authority by which 
the thing was done. | am not, therefore, prepared | 
to vote for the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. He was sent 
there under the authority of a private association 
wf this city, called the Central Association, | be- 
lieve. Tne Government had nothing to do witi it. 

Mr. BAYLY. if that is the case, then the 
point [ made & ` 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to a 
question of order. IfI understood the gentleman 
from Virginia, he moved to strike out the Senate 


amendment. {ask if that motion is in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. Itis tantamount to anon- 
concurrence. The motion of the gentleman from 


Virginia perhaps is not strictly in order. The 

entleman would be in order in making remarks, 
if he moved to amend by reducing the amount of 
appropriation one dollar. 

Mr, BAYLY. As my friend from Tennessee 
[Mr. Sranron] is disposed to be so critical, L beg 
leave to say to him that the word “non-concur- | 
rence” is not an English word. [A laugh.] il 

Mr. STANTON. I did not use it. ; 

Mr. BAYLY. The proper form of expression 
would be to say that the House do not concur in ʻi 
the amendment. | 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Willthe gentle- | 
man from Virginia allow metosayaword? The | 
Government of the United States invited artists, | 
mechanics, and inventors to contribute articles for | 
the industrial exhibition, and ordered a Govern- 
ment vessel to take them; but when they got to | 
Southampton, the means had not been raised for 
transporting them to the exhibition. Our Minis- | 
ter informed us that it would have disgraced the 
nation if they had been left in that condition, Mr. 
Peabody then advanced the necessary funds out 
of his own private means to forward them to their 
destination. It was to save the honor of the coun- 
try that he took thig step, and through his instru- 
mentality the arucles were delivered. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Idesire to say afew 
words. [think that thisamendment of the Senate 
ought to be adopted by this House; and the best ar- 


gumenttoshow thatitoughtto be adopted is a letter 


from Mr. Abbott Lawrence, then our Minister to 
England, written to a gentleman in this city on 
the 14th of July of the present year, which letter 
I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 1 would 
like to say further that this letter was introduced 
in the Serfate by Mr. Pearce, and it proved to | 
the Senate the necessity of this appropriation. I 
ask that the Clerk may read it, as it will at once 
show the committee the merits of the question. 
The letter was read, as follows: 


Boston, July 14, 1854. 

DearSir: I have before me your letter of the LOth instant 
and should have given an earlier reply, had } been at bome 
Every circumstance respecting the noble conduct of M 
George Peajody in coming forward with a joan to pay the 
carriage upon the merchandise brought to Sopthampton, in | 
the frigate St. Lawrence, and for fitting up the piace al- 
lotted to the United States for the reception of the various 
articles, is fresh in my memory. 

The Government of the United States promoted the ex- ; 
hibiuon, and did as much as could have been expected, 
with one exception, which was of more importauce than 
anything else, viz: an appropriation of money to carry | 
out the objects recommended. The commissioner came 
to me, and asked what he should do. { told bim unless he 
would borrow the money to pay the expenses upon the 
American articles which had arrived, and were on their 
way to London, they must all be sent back to the United 
States, which would have proved a lasting source of morti- 
fication to every true American citizen, whether at home 
or abroad. Mr. Peabody called upon me to consult upon 
the matter, as did many of our countrymen who were then 
in London, all of whom, as far as I conversed with them, : 
entertained the opinion that Cougress would reimburse any 
one who should come forward and furnish the means to ! 
carry forward the great national object. Mr. Peabody, with | 
that prowptuess for which he is distinguished, in bis hon- : 
orable and high purposes of action, offered to advance the | 
money, which was accepted, to the greai relief of every 
American citizen in Europe. It was deemed a matter of : 
national honor that the United States snould be represented | 
in the Crystal Palace, after all that had been said and printed : 
here upon the subject. Mr. Peabody assumed these re- 
sponsibilities from the highest principles ef patriotism. It 
was pure devotion to the honor and interest of his native 
land, that he proffered his money jor her uses, I am free 
to say that I had no doubt, under the circumstances attend- 
ing the exhibition, that Congress would meet the expenses 
incurred in London, and [ cannot but hope that the com 
mittee, or whoever has charge of the claim, will make a 
unanimous report in favor of its payment. I advised to the 
course that was adopted in London, as you, perhaps, may 
remember, i 

I am, dear sir, very faithfully yours, 
ABBOTT LAWRENCE. 
Epwarp G. Tockerman, Esq., 
National Hotel, Washington. 


cette heise 


j 


| 
| 


i 
| 
l 


gress of the United States would reimburse 
him. Mr. Lawrence thought Congress would re> 
-imburse him. He did advance the money, which 
‘aided our American mechanics to exhibit their 
inventions which did them honor the world over. 
This is nothing to Mr. Peabody, persorally, he 


amend the amendment by reducing the sum to one || 
dollar. 
L offer this amendment for the purpose of saying : 
that there seems to me to be invoived in this ques 
tion a principle which cannot be decided asa mere 
pecuniary matter. This is an appropriation to |i having advanced the money to Mr. Riddle, but 
meet obligations resulting from a position which, | Mr. Riddle desires us to reimburse him, that he 
it has been properly stated on this floor, was in; may be able to reimburse Mr. Peabody. “The 
no sense national. The person who incurred the | necessity and propriety of making this appropria- 
pecuniary obligation which we are called upon to | tion is made plain by the letter of Mr. Lawrence, 
discharge, was the agent, not of the United States || which has just been read, and there ought not ‘to 
Government, but of an association in this city. | be a dissenting opinion. When our American 
The Government refused to recognize him as its || mechanics were in trouble, and unable to lay the 
agent. It refused to recognize the Crystal Palace, `: proud trophies of their genius before the world, 
or the exhibition as one in which it could, as a |j an American merchant, proud of his country, 


| no right to and would not be represented. 


i money fora purpose which in itself I approve, but |) 
i there is a principle in this thing which should be |! 


i year after there may be anotherin England. This 
i precedent, if admitted, wiil result in far more in- 
i jury than can possibly result from the failure to 


ii now called upon to pay for our liberality. We | 
iare called @pon to pay the agent for services ren- i 
i dered to private individuals—an agent who was | 


| quested by the Government to perform the ser- į 


` vices. 
: Government, but by an individual citizen. 


i the gentleman from Louisiana. | 


| time. 


| Government, codperate. 


It is said that the honor of the country was in- 5 
volved, and that it was to sustain this that the | 
money was advanced! Sir, I do not admit this |: 
to have been in any sense true. The national | 
honor was not intrusted to the keeping of this |; 
gentleman. I deny that, because Congress chose | 


f 
: . : nae il 
to assist particular individuals by the use of a | 


| national vessel to carry them and their property || 


over to Great Britain free of expense, thatany one i! 
could be justified in the inference of an intention ji 
to pay the expenses of thelr agent while there. || 


This would be to tax us for our liberality; and it |; 
is precisely against inferences of this kind that 1 |: 
wish the legislation of this House to operate. |) 
When it is once understood that Congress means 
only what it says, and nothing more, we will have |! 
fewer applications of this kind. ‘Phere istoo great `; 
a disposition already, and | fear it is increasing, | 
to forget that calls of this kind do not address |; 
themselves to the discreéion, but to the power of |, 
Congress. i 


l, 


In this particular case Congress not only re- :} 


but refused to acknowledge the right of any one |! 
to represent us in any way as nationally present j| 
at the exhibition; and yet we are expected, after | 
it is all over, to pay the obligations of the person, || 
on the express ground of his having been our of- |; 
ficial representative, where we protested we pe ji 

re- || 
gret to be coinpeiled to oppose the appropriation of }i 


checked. These exhibitions are to occur again. | 
Next year there is to be one in France, and the 


[i 
i 
1 
ay this small amount of money. | 

Mr. GROW. Ifthere is a moment of the gen- 
tleman’s time left, I wish simply to say, that it | 
seems the Government furnished the means of || 
transporting these articles to England; and we are || 


not authorized by the Government, and not re-i; 


The services were not performed by the | 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. | call the gentleman | 
to order. Heis speaking upon the game side as | 


Mr. GROW. 1 am speaking in the gentleman’s 


Mr. TAYLOR. Then the gentleman is not in 
order. 1 want to speak in opposition to the 
amendment. 
minutes to which { was entitled, when F rose be- | 


I refrained from occupying the few || 


i| stepped in to their aid, for the honor of his native 
country, and enabled them to exhibit the fruits 
of their skill and ingenuity, and it seems to 
me that we ought not to withhold this appropria- 
tion for reimbursing those advances. 

Mr. PERKINS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move to strike 
out in the fifteen hundred and forty-fourth line, the 
words ‘on account of his official position at the 
Industrial Exhibition at London, England,” and ` 
insert what ] send up to the Clerk’s desk. I want 
to show what his position really was. Insert the 
following: 

To Mr. Edward Riddle: 

Sir: You are appointed an agent to proceed to the In- 
dustrial Exhibition to be held in London during the present 
year. The following instructions are for your govern- 


i; ment: 


1. You are specially charged with the care and display of. 
the goods transmitted to the exhibition, under the direction 
of the central authority of the United States. 

2. You willat all times pay the utmost respect to the rules 


| and regulations of the Royal commissioners for the arrange- 
} à i iment or the exhibition. 
| fused to appoint an agent when asked to do so, |! 


3. You will aid and advise American contributors or their 
agents, when called upon to do so, in the display and ar. 
rangement of their goods. 

4, At the close of the exhibition you will make a re 
of your proceedings under this appointment. 

Done at the city of Washington, January 24, 1851, by 
order of the Executive Committee of the Central Authority 
of the United States. PETER FORCE, Chairman, 

Jos. C. G. KENNEDY, Secretary. 


Now, it appears to me, that if we are going to 
pay this man for his services in an official ca- 
pacity, we ought to know from what source his. 
official cap&city was derived. It was not de= 
rived from this Government, at all. Ik was de~ 
rived from My. Peter Force and Mr. Kennedy; 
and those gentlemen, however respectable they- 
may be as private individuals, certainly have no, 
right ta confer an official character upon anybody: 
who is to be recognized as such in a general ap- 
propriation bill. i 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I should be sorry if 
the gentleman’s amendment should prevail. It 
i did not require the reading of that paper to show 
i that Mr. Riddle was not appointed to any official 
position by the President of thé country. But it: 
is well known that a national vessel, at the ex- 
pense of the Government, was furnished to con-. 
vey these articles to the World’s Fair, in London; 
and this gentleman, I weil recollect, and I think the 
| gentleman from Virginia will also, recollect, tô- 
gether with another gentleman of this city—Mr. 
| Stansbury, I think was his name—were appointed 


i for the purpose of facilitating the arrangement, in 
the Crystal Palace, of the articles which were car- 
ried out in that national vessel.: Now, sir, sup- 
| pose that national vessel had landed these articles 

upon the shoresof England 
| “Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman speaks of my 
recollection. Sir, I do recollect these circum- 


port, 


i 
i 


fore, thinking that the mere reading of the letter ` 


of Mr. Lawrence, our Minister in England atthe | s 
, time the expenses were incurred, would satisfy , 
every gentleman cf the propriety of making this ‘| 


allowance. As stated by my honorable friend ‘| 
from Georgia, [Mr. Sreruens,] when the United | 
States furnished a vessel to transport the articles | 
furnished by our mechanics to the British ex- || 
hibition, they were landed on the coast at a dis- | 
tance from their point of destination, and some- i 
thing was necessary to be done to bring them to i 
the place of exhibition. There was no money to |} 
do it. An American merchant, Mr. Peabody, ii 
one of the most upright men in the mercantile pro- 5; 


tances well; and 1 recollect, also, that I thought 
! atthe time that the whole thing was wrong. I 
thought so then, and I still think thatit was wrong. 
It was setting a very bad precedent; and for that 
reason, and for that alone, E ani opposing this 
amendment of the Senate. k 

Mr. TAYLOR. The gentleman from Virginia 
thinks this was a bad precedent. Sir, I think i 
was a glorious precedent, to send a ship from this 
country—a national ship—to convey the products 
of the ingenuity of the mechanics of the country 
to the World’s Fair in London. I trast it is a 
precedent that will be followed in all time to come, 


fession, an honor to the profession everywhere, |; whenever a like occasion presents itself. I recol- 


i always ready to do a liberal action to his coun- ;; lect well the pride with which | looked upon the dis- 
| trymen, advised with the American Minister as 
4 to whether, if he should advance this money, the ii 


i play of American enterprise and American inge- 
uity which Leaw in that exhibition. And shall it 


, money. 


* 
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be said that:when the Executive of the country 
thought.the matter of sufficient importance to send 
a national vessel to carry these articles, that we 
will refuse the amount necessary to pay the ex- 
penses of carrying them from the shore where they 
were landed to the Crystal Palace? Sir, when these 
articles wére landed in England; Mr. Riddle found. 
himself without, the necessary funds to carry them 
up to the exhibition, when an American merchant, 
a- wealthy. merchant in London, went to the Amer- 
ican Minister and said, “1 will advance the money 
for the exhibitors of the United States, believing 
that ‘the Congress of the United States will gener- 
ously reimburse me.’’. The American Minister 
said: ‘‘{ see no difficulty in the way. If you ad- 
vance the money, Congress will reimburse you.” 
He promptly paid the money; the inventions were 
exhibited, RAN the character of the United States 
was upheld, yea; glorified throughout the world | 
by the praiseworthy exertions of Messrs. Peabody 
and Riddle. The amendment of the Senate is to re- | 
imburse them, and | hope it may be concurred in. | 

Mr. PECKHAM. Had not Mr. Peabody the 
right to assume that the Government authorized | 
it by sending out a national vessel? 

Mr. TAYLOR. Certainly. He felt himself ! 
authorized by that circumstance to advance the 


[Cries of “ Question !” Question !”] 

Mr. BAYLY. I withdraw my amendment. I 
only submitted it for the purpose of exhibiting 
the character of the amendment, so that it might 
be.rejected. 

“My. SOLLERS. 1 move to reduce the appro- 
priation to twelve and a half cents. 

Mr. Chairman, if 1 thought it would be inorder 
I would move to reduce the appropriation to a 
sufficient amount for a bronze medal. [Laughter.] 
I have witnassed, during the progress of the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill through Con- 

reas, many extraordinary things. lt was to be 

oped that a purely Democratic Congress would 
have been a little economical in the adminis- 
tration of the Government. But now we are 
called on to give a gentleman—a Mr. Riddle— 
who he is God only knows; I assure the com- 
mittee I do not—[laughter]—who has thrust him- 
self into this business unasked, uncalled for, and 
without commission. He derived the whole of 
his duties and authority from an obscure agricul- 
tural society within the limits of the District of 
Columbia. He went for the honor an@ the credit 
of the thing to the city of London. He put him- 
self at the head of the commission, and assumed 
to discharge the duties of an envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary,so far at least as the 
industrial exhibition was concerned; and because 
he occupied what he as well as the Senate com- 
placently calls an official position, he is to have || 
$26,000 for his services. i 

By what authority did this man undertake to |) 
borrow money on the credit of the United States? || 
Who authorized him to go to Mr. Peabody and | 
make a loan, predicated on the faith and credit of | 
this Government? Ele was qualified with no such | 
authority. He derived no such authority from | 
any appointment by the United States, He went 
there with the high commission under the seal of || 
this agricultural society, of which Mr. Force was 
president, and Mr. somebody else (a Mr. Kenne- 
dy, I believe) was secretary. Under the broad | 
seal of this magnificent society he went to London, 
and undertook to borrow money on the faith and 
credit of the United States. Then with superlative | 
impudence he asks this Democratic Congress to | 
sanction what he has done. Gentiemen, the thing | 
is ridiculous. There is not a man, woman, or 
child in the country that will not regard it as 
such: The truth of the matter is, that this Mr. 
Riddle entered into this matter upon his own re- 
sponsibility, unasked and unsought. Then, in | 
order to keep up his high character as minister 
plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary, he ne- | 
gotiated a loan of $26,000 from Mr. Peabody, | 
who gives dinners in a room with the portraits of | 
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert on one side, | 
and that of our President on the other, and com- | 
mences his patriotic festivities. by drinking the | 
healths of Her Majesty and her consort first, and | 
of George Washington afterwards. | 

Now, I am a Whig, and of course occupy a | 
hostile position to the Democratie party; but if 
‘an enemy, I claim to be a generous one. Gentle- 
men of the Democratic party, take care how you 


appropriate money from the Treasury. I, for 
one, hold you to a strict accountability before the 
people of the United States for all your eXtrava- 
gance. [Cries of ‘«Good!”] To be forewarned: is 
to be forearmed. You have already done enough 
to forfeit the confidence which a generous people 
reposed in you. Take care that you. do not put 
weights around your necks which wiil sink you 
so low thatthe hand of resurrection cannot reach 


ou: 
J Mr. HAVEN. It is now quarter past three 
o’cloek, and we have only two days remaining of 
this session. I hope that we will proceed to 
voting. I do not propose to discuss this question. 
1 shall merely say that my Democratic and Whig 
friends had all the glorification of this thing when 
it took place. The country burst out into a mag- 
nificent blaze upon the subject; and now, if these 
gentlemen are willing to back down when it comes 
to paying the man who advanced money to sus- 
tain the glory and honor of the country, let the 
country know who they are. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I understand that 
the proposition is to pay Mr. Riddle for money 
advanced by Mr. Peabody. I propose, in this 


of ‘* Edward Riddle,” and insert thgt of ‘* Pea- 


| body” wherever the name Riddle occurs. 


I suppose itis perfectly plain that if Mr. Pea- 
body advanced money, he is the man to receive it, 
and nobody else. r. Riddle, I understand, is a 
horse dealer and auctioneer in the city of -Boston. 
That is what I understand to be his employment. 
i do not pretend to question his honesty, but there 
is no account rendered of these expenses. Upon 
what principle should we pay a gentleman for 
plese Sine made by him, of which we have no 
account, when it is avowed upon the face of the 
amendment that another individual advanced the 
money. 

I say this to the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Taytor,] that it is a great reflection 


j upon American mechanics to suppose that they 


would carry their inventions to England without 
having money. I do not believe a word of it. E 
do not believe that an American who got his 
freight for nothing in an American ship, went to 
England without having money to pay his ex- 
penses. This amendment is contrived, I have no 
sort of question, for the purpose of getting money 
out of the Treasury of the United States. Butlook 
at the principle of the thing. itis gravely main- 
tained that a gentleman here, without authority 
from. the official powers of this Government, has 
a right to go on and incur expenses to any extent 
that he may please, and then make an appeal to 
Congress to relieve him. 

I was rejoiced to hear the Whig gentleman from 
the State of Maryland [Mr. Sorters] rebuke 
Democrats. To what a condition have we come, 
when a Whig here upon this floor, in this pres- 
ence, feels it to be his duty to rebuke the Demo- 
cratic party for a want of economy, amti for fos- 
tering and sustaining enormous expenditures. 
Yet such is the fact; and, therefore, I submit this 
amendment. Ít is so plain and palpable that gen- 


| tlemen can hardly resist it. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I rise to oppose the intro- 
duction of the name of Mr. Peabody in thisamend- 
ment. 1 think it discourteous, in the first place, 
tand wrong altogether. 
| hour of extremity to American citizens abroad, 
| advanced to them a large sum of money, so that 
| they might stand erect with citizens of other coun- 
tries, demands and deserves from us not merely a 
return of the small pittance loaned, but the hearty 
| thanks of every man who has an American heart 
| within his bosom. Sir, { have no sympathy with 
| the man who, here or elsewhere, would so under- 
rate American character as to suppose that it was 
| not concerned in all the transactions of trade. A 
;Man may indeed sink down into the business of 
| buying and selling, and thereby lose the good re- 
| gard of those who live upon the labor of others. 
But, in my opinion, no American citizen loses his 
character or his claims on the respect of others, 
| because he earns his living by the sweat of his 
| brow, 

Sir, on the shores of England a ship of the 
| United States arrived, stored with the productions 
of American artisans. They were without means 
| toconvey them thence (Southampton) to London, 
j a distance of seventy odd miles. There were, 
besides, more than three miles for the goods to be 


connection, an amendment to strike out the name | 


A gentleman who, in the | 


conveyed by horse carriage to the place where 
they were to be exhibited. 

Sir, France had assisted her mechanics to place 
their productionsin the Crystal Palace. Austria 
came to the help of her own people. Turkey was 
careful that the Musselman should not lack credit 
with the Christian; and even little Switzerland 
assisted her ingenious artisans to take a place 
in the World’s Fairs the great exhibition by na- 
tions—and while these and the people of other 
nations were placing their productions on shelves, 
or in the divisions respectively assigned to them 
in the beautiful structure, the evidences of Amer- 
ican skill lay on the wharves at Southampton, 
more than seventy miles from London. Most of 
| the owners were here,in this country. Their half 
dozen agents were there, indeed, with means barely 
sufficient to pay their own board and traveling ex 
penses—and the exhibition was opening without a 
single article in the location bearing the sign of the 
Pnited States. . 

The Government had agreed to convey these 
goods to the exhibition. The owners did not con» 
sider that they might be landed seventy miles from 
the palace. They were so landed, and were ex- 
posing the representatives of the industry of this 
country to the sneers of those of the other parts 
of the world, because they had nothing in the hall 
of the exhibition, and to the contempt of the 
British for their-inability to pay the cost of carry- 
ing these goods from Southampton to London. 
Let this statement be understood. Let any one 
figure to himself the mortification of the American 
delegates, and the ridicule which that state of things 
naturally drew upon them, upon us, upon every 
American. 

In that hour of extremity, I repeat it, an Amer- 
ican citizen, whose heart throbs with American 
feeling, who scorned, when they invited him to 
British citizenship, to give up his right to Ameri- 
can citizenship, this man stepped forward and res 
deemed the character and credit of his fellow- 
citizens. At that moment of trouble he enabled 
them to win for themselves, and, while winning 
for themselves, to reflect it upon us and upon 
every man in the country, who has earned, or 
who does earn his bread by the sweat of his brow 
—to win honor at that exhibition where the whole 
world stood emulous, every part of it for its own 
share. 

Sir, to introduce the name of that man into this 
clause, as if he were a petitioner, for „this petty 
amount, for this sum of $26,000, not half or quar- 
ter the sum which he expends every year in ex- 
tending hospitality to his fellow-citizens, bearing 
| testimony not only to his love of his own home, 
but his regard for American citizenship, would be 
unworthy of us. I trust that this House will 
never so demean itself as to truckle in this matter, 
and throw responsibility on that man who stepped 
forward and helped our citizens at that time. 
Let us not anly be honest, but let us be delicate, 
and let us be just. While we vote fairly to pay 
this money, we recognize no official position in 
that gentleman who has the misfortune of earning 
his hving by trading in Boston; we simply carry 
out the views of the country in putting in this bill 
an appropriation to pay the money which was 
supplied to our fellow-citizens. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania whether he wants the man 
who is entitled to this money to have the appro- 
priation in his name, or in that of another ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I want the amendment to 
| pass now, So ‘that the money shall be paid to the 
borrower, to be refunded by him to the man who 
advanced it with such generous liberality. 

The question was taken; and Mr. SmITH’S 
| amendment was not agreed to. 
| Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move to amend by 
adding $500 to the $26,000. I certainly should 
| not have mingled in this discussion, but for the 
fact that it was my fortune to have been present 
in London during the period when this transac- 
tion occurred. Itis proper to observe that every 
nation in Europe was represented at that Crystal 


|| Palace, in their official capacity. The Govern- 


| ment of the United States was not. Our Govern- 
| ment presented itself there under these circum- 
| stances: A vessel of a national character, in the 
| service of the country, was placed at the disposal 
| of the exhibitors. . Their goods were landed at a 


t 


distance from the Palace, and they were without 
the means of placing them in a proper position in 


1854. nace 


E. 


2057 


the Palace. Under these circumstances, the Amer- 


ican commissioner, unable himself to furnish the ! 
funds, and unable to procure them through his | 


friends, called upon an eminent American banker, 
whose name has so often been mentioned here in 
connection with this matter. That gentleman, as 
a precautionary measure, called upon the Minis- 
ter of the United States, and asked his opinion in 
reference to the transaction. Predicated upon 
what was stated to him by our Minister, Mr. 
Peabody came forward in this time of need to 
uphold and support the character of the United 
States, and without the aid he thus afforded them, 
all the efforts which had been made upon this side 
of the water to place American skill and invention 
before the European world, would have been en- 
tirely lost; and notwithstanding American skill 
had solicited a place in the Crystal Palace for the 
exhibition of their goods, it would not have been 
assigned them, and the United States would have 


been still further disgraced, but for this advance | 


which was made to them. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 

gentleman from New York this question: Does 

he know of a single man who carried. articles to 


that exhibition who was without the means of | 


getting his goods to the Crystal Palace? 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 1 do not know in refer- 
ence to that particularly; but gentlemen who de- 
vote themselves, awd sacrifice themselves for the 
good of their country, are generally poor, and 
have not means. 

Mr. SMITH. Do you know of such a man? 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. In response to that in- 
quiry, I will say, that I have this day received 
several letters soliciting aid, under the same cir- 
cumstances; and I do not think they were very 
able; for if they were, they would not now be 
soliciting aid of the Government. 

I desire to reiterate the fact that Mr. Peabody 
came forward and made this advance—I do not 
say at the solicitation of the American minister, 
but under strong representations from him, that 


since the Government had placed at the disposal | 


of these American contributors a national vessel, 


his assistance might be considered legitimately į 


necessary to curry out that aid, so far as the ex- 
hibitors were concerned, and that the Congress 
of the United States would refund to him the 
advances which he should make. It is for the 


American people, and for this Congress, to de- | 


termine whether, under these circumstances, they 
will suffer an appropriation to be made to cover 
advances which added materially to their honor. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. With Mr. Pea- 
body I have very little acquaintance. I have no 
doubt he is worthy of allthe commendation which 
has been bestowed upon him. As to Mr. Riddle, 
I know nothing of him; and the only interest I 
take in this appropriation arises out of the fact 
that it will create a mischievous precedent. It 
refers to å matter which I wish to be well under- 
stood by this House, so that, if they mean to set 
a precedent, they may do it knowingly. 

Now, in the first place, this bill assumes that 
Mr. Riddle was there inan official capacity. Who 
conferred it upon him? Where did his commis- 
sion come from? It came from two respectable 
private gentlemen of this city; buthe had no au- 
thority from the Government. The provision, 
therefore, is false upon its face. 

But, sir, I go beyond that. I have no idea that 
where a private individual from patriotic motives 
to place it upon the highest grounds—or from 
mercenary motives, to place it upon the lowest 
grounds, takes upon himself to go to the World’s 


Fair, that he nas any right to come here and ask ; 


this Government to defray his expenses. They 


have no claim upon us. I opposed this thing when | 
I saw then that the seed was sown | 


it occurred. 
which would @row up as I have seen it grow up. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask the gentleman to 
allow me to interrupt him fora moment. My 
object is this: I want to know if it was not then 

enerally understood that the Government of the 
United States undertook to transport these articles 
to the exhibition? It was then supposed that the 
vessel could land near the exhibition; butitaurned 
out that it was compelled to land seventy miles 
off. Now, I wanttoknowif it was not the under- 
standing that the Government was to transport 


these articles to the exhibition, and whether it was | 


not the duty of the Government, with that under- 
standing, to transport them there? 


I would ask the | 


j 


| 


[HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


| concurrence of the House.] 


iment, did not—t1 think by an act of Congress— | 


‘and it turned out just as I predicted at the time, 


Mr. BAYLY. Why, Mr. Chairman, I am 
surprised that a gentleman with the clearness of | 
intellect which the gentleman from North Carolina 
possesses should ask me such a question. 1 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Who furnished the ship | 
to transport them ? j 

[The committee here informally rose; and the |. 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was ij 
received from the Senate by Mr. Aspury Dicxins, 
their Secretary, informing the House that the Sen- |i 
fite had passed the river and harbor bill with | 
amendments, in which he was directed to ask the || 


Mr. BAYLY. ‘The gentleman from North 
Carolina asks me if there was not an understand- 
ing that the Government should pay this expense? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. No, sir; that was not my 
question. I asked if the United States Govern- 


furnish a ship to wansport the articles for exhi- 
bition by American exhibitors, and whether it | 
was not the understanding then that they were to | 
carry them to the Crystal Palace ? f: 

Mr. BAYLY. No, sir; I am quite sure the 
Government of the United States, as a Govern- |: 
ment, have done nothing of the kind. The only |: 
instance of which | recollect when the Govern- |; 
ment has undertaken to transport goods free of @ 
cost was during the famine in Ireland, when gen- |: 
tlemen came here and asked for a ship to carry 
supplies to that country. ‘I'he ship was granted, 


that these gentlemen afterwards came in here with 
a bill of expenses. 

Sir, I am opposed to this whole thing, and have 
been from the beginning. itis wrong in principle. 
If the thing is carried out, anybody may get up |i 
an industrial exhibition in London, or anywhere || 
else, and then come here with protestations of 
patriotism, and make us pay the expenses. That 
is the principle,and I say again that 1am opposed 
to it. 

When General La Fayette came to this country 
his passage was offered to him free by the captain 
of a certain vessel. That captain brought him 
here, and then came to the Government to ask for 
indemnity for his hospitality to La Fayette. 

But as far as these exhibitors are concerned, 
they have no claim upon anybody. The English 
Government remitted the duties upon ail these 
articles. They were received free of duty, and 
were mostly sold by ehe exhibitors. Oar Gov- 
ernment had no participation in the transaction, 
The whole thing amounts to just this: These men 
want the United States Government to pay for 
carrying their fabrics abroad. Why, I should j 
like anybody to tell me the difference between 
sending them to New York and London. Ihave 
a very fine horse that I should be glad to exhibit | 
at the world’s fair—at any world’s fair, in New 
York or London—but | should be very loth toask 
this Government to pay the expense of taking him |) 
there. è 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was taken on M 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. SMITLI, of Virginia. 1 moveto reduce the | 
appropriation to $6,000. Mr. Chairman, I pro- || 
pose to call the attention of the committee to what 
is to follow the adoption of the Senate amendment. | 
In a letter addressed to a member of this body, l; 
find it stated that if it be deemed a matter of na- 
tional credit that this debt should be paid to Mr. | 
Peabody, it follows that it is but just that the ex- 
hibitors should be reimbursed for the unexpected 
and heavy expenses incurred by them. So, then, 
the committee will see that if we adopt this amend- 
ment, we have got to pay the expenses of every 
man who went to the World’s Fair of London. 
Look at this communication, and you will observe 
that their name is legion, Here is the communi- 
cation in print, and a copy has, | understand, been 
sent to each member from New York. A whole 
host of claimants will arise from this source, to be 
paid from the public Treasury. Look at theitems. 
Here is the account of one of them. What do 
you really think it is? For cartage from store, 
sixty-two cents; ferryage to Brooklya, one dollar; 
postage, fifty cents; sundry charges in Southamp- 
ton,and so on. The very charge for freight, cart- 
age, and ferryage from the start from New York, | 
and everywhere where these expenses originally 
commenced, are to be breught here as items which 
we are to pay. Are we going to do this thing? 


r. WaALBRIDGE’s | 
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; before us thousands of similar cases, 


i this bill. i i 
: shall sit here to deliberate and to strike out appro» 


: national. 


! for exhibition. 


‘holds to @is day. i t ) 
| pointed by the Regents of the Smithsonian Insti- 


| is ex-officio President. 


| Are we to allow men to sport their patriotic feel- 


ings, and, just so soon as the emotion. has sab- 
sided, to turn around and get up a-question of dol- . 


| jars and cents? Are we to pay the expenses of 


all who choose to go to New York to exhibit their ` 
inventions? Mr. Chairman, we have to stop this 
thing here. The principle of the amendment is a 
dangerous one, and once adopted, we shall have 
It recog- 
nizes the right of taxing the Government without 
authority of law. 


Mr. HUGHES, Mr. Chairman, it is with 


| surprise and regret that I have witnessed opposi- 


tion to this amendment which has come to us 
from the Senate. In my judgment, it is right and 
proper that-the provision should be inserted in 
Indeed, it will be an evil day when we 


priations of this kind--appropriations so eminently 
lam aware that the time has elapsed 
when the necessity for the expenditure of this 
money existed; but let us roll back the tide of ume 
for a little while. Let uslook at the period when 


i the American heart beat with short pulsations at 
: the position our country was to assume among @ 


the nations of the earth at this great industrial ex- 
hibition at London. Weall know that it was a 
dark period; but, in the glad sequel, we know, 
too, that while some palms were taken by other 


? 


| nations, that our happy Republic siood proudly 
_ preéminent in all the utilitarian inventions of the 
‘day. When the Crystal Palace was constructed 


—that proud pile of iron and glass——what accom- 
modations were afforded to our citizens, in order 
to display their inventions? None, sir! There, 
amid the radiance of the Kohinoor diamond, the 
fine fabrics and manufactures of France, and the 
brilliant display of other nations, a small place 
was allotted the United States. What was to 
be done—as yetit was naked, and was to be filled 
up? The goods of our inventors, which had been 
sent, at the public expense, in the United States 
frigate St. Lawrence to Southampton, were to be 
conveyed to London, and placed in proper order 

How mach we should have been 
mortified and chagrined, had not Mr. Peabody 
stepped forward as he did, and stood, as it were, 
godfather to the country on that occasion, by ad- 
vancing the means on which this appropriation is 
bassed? As I understand, sir, Mr. Riddle gave his 
obligations to Mr. Peabody, which Mr. Peabody 
Mr. Riddle was then ap- 


tution, of whom the President of the United States 
Mr. Force, as secretary 
of the Regents, signed the commission. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, Will the gentle- 
man allow me to correct him? The Ssuthsonian 
Institution‘or the President had nothing to do with 
it. Peter Force, as chairman of the society, and 
J.. Kennedy, as secretary, commissioned Mr. 
Riddle. 

Mr. HUGHES. The facts may be as stated. 
by the gentleman. [ heard the argument in the 
Senate upon this subject. It was there asserted, 


; that this whole thing was recognized by the then 


Secretary of State, Mr. Webster. it was a na- 


| tional undertaking. Money has been paid; and it 


now remains to be seen whether the news shell go 
abroad that an American. Congress will repudiate 


i the acts of those who represented us at the great 


Industrial} Exhibition. {t was said, by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Smrrit,] that Mr. Rid- 
dle—a gentleman whom I know very well—wasa 
horse-dealer and auctioneer in Massachusetts. [| 
ask if it is worse to be a horse-dealer in Massa- 
chusetts than to run a line of stage-coaches in Vir- 
ginia, or any cther State, whether it be a regular 
or extra line of coaches. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I want the gentle- 
man to remember that } expressly stated that I 


made no reflection upon Mr. Riddle. 


It was stated asa matter of 


Mr. HUGHES. 


‘reflection upon Mr. Riddle, as Í thought. | know 


him well; and he is as high-minded and honorable 
a gentleman as lives in Massachusetts—pursaing 
his business in a laudabie way. If he sells any- 
thing, he sells quadrupeds, not bipeds; and Lam glad 
that nis vocation is of that description—his auc- 
tioneering of that sort. [Laughter.] 

The question was taken upon Mr. Smuiru’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. If the 


2058 


friends of this bill want it killed, they had better 
talk it to death. [Laughter.] ; 

Mr. SMITH, of New York, I move to increase 
the’sum one dollar. 

The honorable gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Barty] spoke of a mischievous precedent in this 
case. ; There is such a precedent. But it is not 
to be found where that genuleman finds it. - It will 
not. be found in-our adoption of the Senateamend- 
ment.. . That mischievous precedent came into be- | 
ing when the Government embarked in this affair; 
and put one of its vessels at the service of its citi- 
zens: [lad the Government kept clear of this af- 
fair, and.confined itself to its sole Jegitimate office 
of -protecting persons and, property, we should | 
not-have been annoyed by this amendment of the 
Senate. . But the Government mixed itself up with, 
the proper business of its citizens, Therein: was | 
the mischievous precedent; and in that precedent 
lies our obligation to meet the consequences which 
wë are now called on to meet; and to repay the 
money which was advanced, because we gave a 
governmental aspect and character to the enter- 
prise. 

+ ` When our ingenious citizens were tempted by 
the liberality of the Government to put their in- 
ventions on board this vessel, they did not fore- | 
see, that a great expense must be incurred be- 


| 


declined to receive such a motion some time last 
year, and his decision was sustained. 
Mr. STANTON. 1 must very respectfully 
take an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
upon what principle it requires unanimous con- 
sent to entertain this motion. I think the Chair 


is confounding the action of the committee with | 


that of the House, where -it does require unani- 


cause the order of the House is, that when it, ad- 
journs it shall adjourn to meet ata fixed hour. But 
in.committee, if we can do that at all without the 
permission of the House, we can do it as well by 
a majority vote as by unanimous consent. What- 
ever the committee can do at all it can do as well 
by a vote of the majority as by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Hlinois. 
committee will not take a recess. 
plenty of refreshments up stairs. ; 
freshments down stairs; and there is no necessity 
of gentlemen going home to dinner. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it 
is not in order to move to takea recess. If it were 
so, the committee might take a recess beyond the 
next adjournment, and within three days. The 


I hope the 
There are 


gentleman from Tennessee appeals from the de- 
cision of the Chair. The question now is, ‘Shall | 


tween the arrival of their fabrics on the English 
coast and the getting of them upon exhibition. 
This expense they were not able to meet, Indeed, 
they weye not thereto meetit. The question now 
was what to do with the fabrics, Should they be 
left at Southampton, where they were, or be re- 
turned to America? Either would have been 
deeply disgraceful to our-Government and nation; 
for either of them would have been attributed to 
niggardly conduct, on the part of the Govern- 
ment. ‘The representatives of the various nations | 
of the earth, assembled at the Crystal Palace, | 
would have thus attributed it. They would have 
held our Government responsible for the failure of | 
these inventions of our citizens to reach the Pal- 

ace—for they would, of course, have held the im- | 
portation of these inventions to be a governmental 

enterprise. Surely, if the appearances in the case || 
led both Mr. Peanody and Mr. Lawrence to re- 
gard the importation of the inventions as an enter- 
prise of the Government, these strangers and the 
whole British public, would have been justified in 
so regarding it. In the eyes ofall these, then, our 
Government and nation would haveifbeen dis- | 
graced, if the fabrics had not reached the Palace. | 
Honor, therefore, great Honor, is due to Mr. Pea- 
boly for having come forward so generously to 
shield his native land and her Government from 
impending disgrace; and disbonor, deep dishonor, 
will follow the refusal to enable Mr. Riddle to 
repay the $26,000, which Mr. Peabody’s strong 
American feelings prompted him to lend Mr. 
Riddle. 2 

I cannot believe, that we are willing to let Mr. 
Peabody, or Mr. Riddle, lose this money. Sure; 
1am, that our country will not be found willing | 
to have either of them lose it. 

The question was taken upon the amendment 
of Mr. Smiru, of New York; and it was not 
agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the Senate amend- 
ment, 

Mr. SOLLERS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wrsrsroox 
and SoLuers were appointed. 

‘The question was then take 
ported —ayes 66, noes 80. 

So the Senate amendment was non-concurred | 
in. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I now pro- : 
pore that the committee take a recess until six. 
o'elock, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
that. Ido not want to sit here at night. 
go on with the business until night-fall. 
ject. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Why, sir, the majority : 
have the right to take a recess, 

Mr, STANTON, That was my understanding. | 
I make the motion that the committee take a! 
recess until six o’clock. I think it is competent | 
for me to submit that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
motion cannot be entertained in committee, except į 
by unanimous consent. He recollects to have | 


nand the tellers re- 


i 
f 
l 
| 
| 
l 
t 


Tam opposed to 
Let us: 


j 


I ob- 3 


of the committee?” 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Will the Chair 
hear me one moment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is not de- 
batable. 

Mr. PURYEAR. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Tayior, of 
New York, and Puryear, were appointed, 


ayes seventy-six, noes not counted. 
Mr. ROWE. 


now rise. 
The question was taken; and the committee re- 
fused to rise. 


One hundred and twenty-ninth amendment: 

Strike out 997,200,” and insert “ $160,000,” so that 
the paragraph will read: 

For salaries and commissions of registers of land offices 
and receivers of public moneys, $160,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in the amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move that the 
committee do now rise. 
here for six hours and upwards, 

Mr, WALKER demanded tellers, which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Prinaue, and Sruarr, of 
Michigan, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 66, noes 63. 

So the motion was agreed to. e 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


. 


I move that the committee do 


under consideration the state of the Union gène- 
rally, and particularly the Senate amendments to 


for the year ending the 30th of June,” 1855, and 
had come to no resolution thereon. 
i 
| ing the five-minute debate on the civil and dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill. 

{Cries of * Yes!” ‘ That is right!”’] 

Mr. WALSH. {object 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I moveto suspend the 
rules, for the purpose of introducing the resolution 
indicated. 


t 


from Alabama that a motion be first submitted to 
take a recess. 
(Cries of  No!?? No 1] 


[Cries of “ Oh! no!?’] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
bate and adjourn. 

Mr. PECKHAM. 


l 1 would inquire of the 
i Chair, if the five- 


minute debate be entirely sus- 


I do not see | 


mous consent, or a suspension of the rules; be, | 


There are re- | 


the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment | 


The question was takea; and the decision of the | 
Chair wag sustained; the tellers having reported— | 


The Committee | 


We have been sitting : 


state of the Union had, according to order, had | 


House bill (No. 48) * making appropriations for ! 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government | 


Mr. HOUSTON. 1 offer a resolution suspend- | motion, 


Mr.ORR. Let me suggest to the gentleman | 


Let us close de- | 
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pended, on what can we vote except on the mere 
report of the committee? 

Mr. MeNAIR. On nothing atall. 

Mr. PECKHAM. We can have no informa- 
tion except the ipse dixit of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is not de- 
batable. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet again thia 
evening at seven o’clock. l mean that the House 
take a recess to that time. 

{Cries of * No !? No !”] 

The SPEAKER. That motion isnot in order, 
except by unanimous consent. 

Several Members. I object. 

Mr. ORR. Then I move to suspend the rules, 
i for the purpose of admitting the gentleman’s moo 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Alas 
bama (Mr. Housron] has already moved to sus- 
pend the rules for a different purpose. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [do not want to stand in 
the way of the gentleman’s proposition to take a 
recess. For the present, therefore, { withdraw 
my motion to suspend the rules, to allow that ques- 
tion to be taken. z 

Mr. ORR. 'Fhen I move that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose of takipg the question on 
the motion to have a recess tillseven o'clock. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. i object; there is 
another motion pending. 

The SPEAKER. This is a motion to suspend 
the rules. An objection does not defeat it. 

Mr. JONES. ‘Then I hope that the House will 
vote it down. 

The question was taken; and, on acount, there 
were—ayes 78, noes 49. 

So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now make my motion to 
suspend all farther five-minute debate upon the 
civil and diplomatic bill. 

Mr. SAGE. J call for the yeas and nays upon 
that motion. 

Mr. SOLLERS. T wish to ask one question of 
the gentleman from Alabama. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House to hear the gentleman’s question ? 

[Cries of ‘¢ Hear him!” “ Go on t’ 

Mr. SOLLERS. [I only want to ask the gen- 
itleman from Alabama whether his motion, if 

adopted, would exclude a member from asking ` 
the Committee of Ways and Means for an ex- 
planation of an amendment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. That would depend entirely 
upon the construction which the Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
should give to the motion. í 

Mr. SOLLERS. ThenI 
not be adopted, 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Alabama if his motion is to sug~ 
pend five-minute debate upon the civil and diplo- 
matic bill only ? 

{Cries of ** Order !”? t Order t”) 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is all: 

Mr. PECKHAM. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn, 


Fhe question recurring upon Mr. Housron’s 


I 
{ 


hope the motion will 
s 


Mr. SAGE withdrew his demand for the yeas 


jj and nays. 


Mr. ORR. [ think itis likely that we can get 


i along faster by pursuing a different course, With 
|| the permission of the gentleman from Alabama, I 


| move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 
[Cries of ** That’s it!’ and « No?“ No 1?) 
Mr. HOUSTON. I withdraw my motion, for 


i 


1 the purpose of enabling thegentleman from South 
i| Carolina to submit his motion. 


| [Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on En- 


|i rolled Bills, reported as cotrectly enrolled bills of 
|| the following titles, which thereupon received the 


į signature of the Speaker: 
An act to constitute Madison, in the State of 
| Indiana, a port of delivery. 

An act to create a collection district for Texas 
and New Mexico: 


1854. 
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An act establishing a port of delivery upon 
Lake Pontchartrain, and for other purposes. ] 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I ask leave to withdraw 
certain papers from the files of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, the subject matter of them 


having been disposed of in the Indian appropria- | 


tion bill. 
There was no objection, and leave was granted. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. {Í would sug- 
gest to the gentleman from South Carolina that he 
withdraw his motion, and allow the gentleman 


from Alabama to renew his. ‘Then let us adjourn, | 


and come-here in the morning and dispose of this 
bill. 

Mr. ORR. 
Maine—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must arrest the 
gentleman from South Carolina, and declare that 
debate is out of order, 

Mr. WALSH. I demand tellers upon the mo- 
tion to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


I will state to the gentleman from 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jones, of | 


Louisiana, and Grey, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 71, noes 53. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The Elouse accordingly resolved itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


(Mr. Orr in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the amendments of the Senate to the 
civil and diplomatic bill. 


One hundred and twenty-ninth amendment: 

Strike out 497,200, and insert in lieu 
<t $160,000,” so that the paragraph will read: 

For salaries and comwissions of registers of land offices 
and receivers of public moneys, $160,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
amend the amendment by adding the words: 


s —but no part of the increased salaries herein provided for 


shall take effect until.after the termination of the present į 


Congress.” 

The Chair will perceive that I have offered this 
amendment for the purpose of enabling me to sub- 
mita word or two in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. ‘There is no increase of sal- 
ary provided for by the amendment. 

Me. MILLSON. Well, then, let the amend- 
ment read, “no part of the sum herein provided 
for, &c. If the amendment be adopted, it will 
give us, at the next session of Congress, the op- 


portunity of revising and repealing this appropri- | 


ation. Now, sir, I have very little confidence in 
appropriations which shall be made from now to 
the close of thesession. There are but three days 
of the session remaining, unless there bean exten- 
sion, 
evident impatience in the committee. 
call for “ Question 1”? ‘Question! Gentlemen 
are forced to vote without due reflection or delib- 


eration; and many gentlemen are prevented from | 


engaging in debate, which I think, so far, bas been 
a very profitable one,and not at all abused, by the 
evident impatience of the committee. The very 
gentiemen who, in the face of the protest of many 
of us, determined to close the session on the 4th 
of August-—— 

Mr. HOUSTON. Icallthe gentleman to order. 
I ask that he be confined toa discussion of his 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hopes that the 
gentleman will confine his remarks strictly to his 
amendment. 

Mr. MILLSON. 


to my amendment. 


I have confined my remarks 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sees in one way ji 


how the remarks of the gentleman may be made 
applicable to his amendment. 

Mr. MILLSON. My amendment was worded 
with a view to enable me to make a few remarks 
in order. When interrupted, I was going on to 
say thatthe gentlemen who insisted on closing 
the session on the 4th of August, ought not to ex- 
pect that those who objected to so early an adjourn- 
ment on the ground that there was not sufficient 


time left for a mature consideration of these ques- | 


tions, should abstain from that discussion whichis 
necessary to their being properly understood. I 
have but little fear of the votes of the House, 
when these votes are the result of proper discus- 
sion, but I do very much appre 


thereof 


Whenever a question comes up, there is an | 
There isa | 


hend danger in ti 


i, Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


| 


| what will take place when there isno deliberation. 
| I have offered the amendment for the purpose of 
; making these remarks, and now withdraw it. 

| The question was taken, and the amendment 
i of the Senate was concurred in. 


| One hundred and thirtieth amendment: 

| In line one thousand five hundred and seventy-seven strike 
| out * $14,600, and insert “ $50,000,” so as to make the 
| clause read: 

| Forexpenses of depositing public moneys, by receivers 
! of publie moneys, $50,000. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

| recommend a concurrence, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


The committee 


One hundred and thirty-first amendment: 


Tn lines one thousand five bundred and seventy-nine and 
one thousand five hundred and eighty strike out ** $18,100” 
and insert the words “including new officers not hereto- 
fore provided for, $40,000 ;” so that the clause as amended, 
would read: 

For incidental expenses of the several land offices, in- 
cluding new offices not heretofore provided for, $40,000, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
‘recommend a concurrence. 

| The amendment was concurred in. 

| 


One hundred and thirty-second amendment: 
For salaries of registers aud receivers in Oregon and 


| Washington ‘Territories, or so much thereof as may be ne- 


| eessary, per actol t71b July, 1854, $9,000 

For office rent, fuel, and fabor for said offices, $4,000. 

For irou safes for receivers, and for books, stationary, 

! and furniture, $3,000. 

The committee 
recommend u concurrence, 

i The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-third amendment: 

For surveying the publie tands and private land claims in 
California, including office expenses incident Lo the survey 
of claims, and to be disbursed at the rates prescribed by 
law for the different kinds of work, $300,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concerred in. 


One hundred and thirty-fourth amendment: 

For rent of surveyor general’s office in California, pur- 

| ebase of instruments, records, drawing materials, furniture, 

fuel, pay of messengers, $18,300, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


, One hundred and thirty-fifth amendment: 

| For compensation of draftsmen and clerks, in addition 
to the amount heretofore estimated, the same being required 

| in consequence of the increased amount ot field-work pro- 


posed to be executed, $21,000. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
| recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-sixth amendment: 

For surveying standard parallel and meridian lines in 
Washington Territory, (an estimated distance of five bun- 
dred miles,) $10,600. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
recommend a concurrence. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. I move 
the committee rise. We have been sitting 
six hours and a half. 

! The question was taken upon Mr. Tayior’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question then recurring upon concurring 
: with the Senate amendment, 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs, MATTESON, 
; and Joxes, of Louisiana, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes, 84, noes 12. 

A quoram not voting, the Clerk proceeded to 
: call the roll, when the following gentlemen failed 
to answer to their names. 

Messrs. Abercrombie, Ashe, Ball, Banks, Barry, Bell, 
Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Car 
pester, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Clarke, 
: Clingman, Colquitt, Cook, Cerwin, Craige, Cuilom, Cum 
| ming, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dean, Dent, DeWitt, 
| Dickinson, Disney, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Bastman, Ed- 
‘mands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, English, Etheridge, 

Averhart, Ewing, Fenton, Franklin, Gamble, Grey, Ham- 
i ilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, 
Hendricks, Hiester, Hillyer, Howe, Ingersoll, J. Glaney 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Lamb, Lave, Latham, Lindley, Lyon, 
McDougall, MeMullin, Mace, Maurice, May, Mayall, 
Meacham, Middieswarth, John G. Miller, Sinith Miller, 
Morrison, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, 
Peck, Bishop Perkins, Jobn Perkins, Ready, Reese, Rich- 
rason, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchie, Rowe, Russell, 
age, Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Simmons, Samuel A. 
Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 


The committee 


The committee 


The committee 


that 
here 


i 


| United AE A 
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Straub, Tracy, Tweed, Walley, Warren, Ellibu B. Wasb- 
burne, Wheeler, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates, 

The committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman of the com- 
mittee reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had, according to 
order, the Union generally under consideration, 
and particularly the Senate’s amendments to the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill; and, find- 
ing itself without a quorum, had directed the roll * 
to be called, and the narhes of the absentees to be 
reported to the House. 

One hundred and twenty-eight gentlemen having 
answered to their names, being a quorum, the com- 
mittee resumed its sitting. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
pending Senate’s amendment, number one hundred 
and thirty-six, in which the Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-seventh amendment: 

For office rent for the surveyor general of Washington 
Territory, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental ex- 
penses, $5,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 
the amendment. . 


The amendment was concurred in. 
One hundred and thirty-eighth amendment: 


Strike out the following clause: 

For two additional clerks in the office of the Superin- 
tendent of the Publie Printing, authorized by the joint reso- 
lution approved February 6, 1854, at $1,500 each, $3,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-ninth amendment: 


Page seventy-one, jine one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty, after the word “ resotution,” add the words “of 
the House of Representatives.” 

The amendment, as amended, reads: 


For the compensation to draughtsman and clerks em~ 
ployed upon the maps of the public lands, under the reso~ 
lution of the House of Representatives of 4th of May, 
1848, $7,500. . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

One hundred and fortieth amendment: 


For runuinggthe northwestern boundary line between the 
nd Great Britain, from the Lake of the 


parallel, and for such survey as may be necessary to fix said 
boundary between the main and Vancouver’s Island, and 
including the compensation of the officers and others em~ 
ployed in the work, $242,170. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in that amendment. 

Mr. LANCASTER. I believe, Mr. Chairman, 
that I would not be performing my duty as a Del- 
egate from the Territory of Washington, were I 
to sit here without saying something on this ques~ 
tion. I propose to amend the amendment of the 
Senate by increasing the sum one dollar. I have 
no doubtin my own mind of the correctness of the 
motives of the Committee of Ways and Means of 
this House. But I will say, that if that boundary 


| line is ever intended to be run by the Government 
| of the United States, now is the time that it should 


be run. And t will state, for the information of 
the committee, that the inhabitants who are Amer- 
ican citizens, are Row contending with the British 
authorities for the possession of three islands, 
which lie in the channel, between Vancouver’s 
Island and the main land. Forcible possession has 
been taken of one of these islands by the citizens 
of Great Britain, and forcible possession has been 
taken by the United States authorities of the same 
island. Llearn by my last advices from Wash- 
ington, that the flags of both nations have been 
raised on the same island, and that the subjects 
of Great Britain have recently transported large 


| numbers of cattle and sheep onto this island. The 


Americans are contending, with arms in their 
hands, for this island, and as sirictly resisted by 


i the subjects of Great Britain. 


The Indians who reside in that Territory, and 
near the division line, da not know where the line 
is. They believe all the country around that part 
beiongs to the British. They see no flag in those 
waters carried by steamers, except the British 
flag. They observe no warlike demonstrationa 
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Many of these 
ossession of the soil. They 
have selected their homes. They have placed the ; 
lands in cultivation; and by the donation law of ; 
Congress, they are excluded, and a division is | 
made by that law separating the American haif- | 


breed from the foreign half-breed; and by the |i 


operation of that law Indian fumilies are divided, | 
a part of the children can hold land, while others 
of the same families are excluded. | 
A powerful tribe to the North of the line of 490, } 
of whom I made mention in my remarks to-day 


upon another subject, regard the whole of Puget’s i 


Sound as belonging to England. It is that tribe 
who made prisoners of twenty-seven American | 
citizens who were wrecked on Queen Charlotte’s 
island. They have recently made a descent upon | 
the inhabitants of Puget’s Sound, and have forced i 
them from their homes into fortifications, and their 
houses are now deserted and empty. Their stock 
and property are all liable to be burned and de- 
stroyed by these Indians. Some of the inhabitants 
have been murdered and butchered in cold blood, 
and it becomes exceedingly necessary that the 
boundary line should be established, that the In- 
dians at least may know where the boundary line 
between Great Britain and the United States is; 
and that Great Britain and her subjects may know | 
how far they may go, and what land belongs to | 
them, and what to the United States. ! 

This territory, of which I have been speaking, | 
does belong to the United States, by the terms of | 
the treaty. You will see by the treaty that the | 
boundary line comes down the parallel of 490 of | 
north latitude to the middle of the channel which i 
separates the continent from Vancouver’s Island, | 

nd thence southerly through the middle of the | 
said channel, and of Fuca’s Straits’ to the Pacific | 
ocean, You see that the line throagh@hese chan- 
nels conforms to no parallel of latitude. It can- 
not be known except by a survey. The Paget | 
Sound Company and the Eludson Bay Company 
claim that these islands all lie on the west side of 
the line, and therefore belong to England; and 
the Americans claim that these islands, all of them, 
lie on the east side of the line, and therefore are 
the rightful property of the United States. And 
unless the line is established, it will lead to a war. 
It is an inducement to trouble, vexation, and the | 
shedding of blood; and every day that the estab- 
lishment of the line is put off prolongs the evil 
day. If it was necessary to establish the bound- 
ary line between Maine and the British posses- 
sions, it is equally necessary to establish the 
boundary line between us and the British in| 
Washington. I speak the sentiments of those I | 
represent, when I appeal to Congress not to delay 
this matter, to make the survey immediately, and 
settle the rights of the contending interests in that 
quarter. M 

I hope the Congress of the United States will | 
order the line to be run, that this pillage may be 
stopped, and this incentive to war be removed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 am in favor of striking | 
out this amendment, and agree with the commit-! 
tee in recommending a non-concurrence in the 
Senate amendment. I wish now to put in a five- 


| 
J 
f 
1 


minute speech by way of notice of what I wish | 


to say inan hour’s speech, which it would not be | 
proper to make so near the close of the session. 
1 am opposed to paying any money out of the 
National Treasury at this time for running any 
line in the northern part of this continent between 
the possessions of Great Britain, or of any other 
Power, and the United States. 1 offer now the 
simple reason, that the day is not far distant when 
all the British possessions upon this continent will 
be annexed to the United States of America. 
Tt will be recollected, Mr. Chairman, that some 

months ago I submitted to th : 
proposing that the Executive 


be authorized to open 


e Housea resolution, | 


negotiations with the Government of Great Britain, 


with the view of ascertaining the terms upon which | 
she woukd consent to such annexation, with the 
assent of the people of the Provinces. Sir, since 
that time, as gentlemen in this committee have 
observed, that resolution and other causes have 
given rise to a debate in the British Parliament on | 
this subject,in which the ground was assumed by | 
British statesmen that the day was fast approach- | 
ing when the connection of the British colonies in 
North America with the mother country must be 
abandoned. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is compelled | 
to call the gentleman to order. The gentleman 
must confine himself in opposition of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well. Iam opposed to | 
the amendment, because | am opposed to making | 
any appropriation for running the boundary line | 
between the United States and the British posses- 
sions as a useless expenditure. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is to in- 
crease the appropriation one dollar; and the gen- 
tleman must confine himself to showing why it į 


increasing the appropriation one dollar; and I am | 
endeavoring to show that no appropriation at all | 
should be made. Sir, no man of progress—no 
man who looks at the condition of things as they 
exist at the present day—can doubt that the period 
is not far distant when al! that part of the North 
American continent will become parts of one 
Federal Government, and recognize as their na- 
tional flag our ‘stars and stripes,” 

l referred to the fact, that in the British Parlia- | 
ment the position has been assumed that the Goy- 
ernment must look to no very distant period when 
their colonial possessions in North America must 
be abandoned. And, sir, it was then frankly, | 
but truly, avowed, that if, in an unfortunate hour; | 
there should be a conflict between the two nations, | 


4 
i| Should not be increased that amount. | 
| 
L 


her possessions upon this continent. I am no | 
“ fillrbuster,’*and look fearful 
osition to extend our territory by the power of 
arms; but I desire to give notice that I intend, be- 
fore this Congress closes, to offer a resolution to 
open negotiations looking to the honest and peace- 
ful extension of our territory in the North. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must again 
arrest the gentleman in his’ remarks, and remind | 
him that he must confine his remarks to opposing 
the amendment. The course of remark the gen- 
tleman is pursuing is certainly not in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I will move to strike 


The CHAIRMAN. That is not in order for ! 
the reason that there is an amendment already 
„pending. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The amendment to the Senate amendment was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
b 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iwill move an amendment 
if the gentleman will allow me. I move to strike 
out ‘‘forty-ninth,” and to insert «“ fifty-four 


I now move to amend 


forty.” 

A Memper. Or fight. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE. No sir, I do not accept that | 
modification. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Now, sir, 
to that amendment. Iam opposed to reviving a 
line between the United States and the British pos- 
| Sessions at 540 40’, or any other parallel on this 
continent, because looking to the present condition 
| of things 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I rise to a ques- | 
tion of order. The amendment of the gentleman Í 
from Pennsylvania is certainly not in order. He 
proposes to run a line in the British possessions. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania proposes the | 
| line of 540 40' or fight. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE. No, sir, I did not accept 
the modification. 

Mr. STUART. Well, sir, there is no such 
line in the American possessions. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [ call the gentleman from 
Michigan to order. He is discussing his point of 
order, not stating it, 

Mr. STUART Well, I raise the question of | 
order, and I ask the Chair to decide it, The | 


1 am opposed 


i 


| Mr. FLORENCE. And not to 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I will, sir. Iam against | 


| hope the Chair will ind 


it would be impossible for that Governmentto hold || 


y upon every prop- || 


out the whole appropriation. i} 


ji being for property on W. 


which isthe one recognised by the 1 
There is no such line as that proposed in the gen- 
uleman’s amendment on the American possessions, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no doubt 
that the gentleman from Pennsylvania may move 
to strike out 490, and insertin lieu thereof 540 40', 

Mr. FLORENCE. I never believed that the 
line ought to have been 490 of latitude. À 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not iñ 
order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. In relation to the line of 
540 40’, I very much regret that on a certain 
occasion the gentleman’s party ‘ flummized,!? (to 
use a western expression.) [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must coje 
fine himself to an explanation of his amendment. 

A Memper. The gentleman should confine 
himself to an opposition of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 


aw and treaty, 


the party to 


which the gentleman from Pennsylvania belongs. 


| The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Ohio 
|| understands the rules, and the Chair trusts that 


in his remarks he will confine himself to them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I certainly shall. If the 
rule is to be rigidly enforced on me, I have simply 
to say, that the further north we have to expend 
money in surveying a line, the better. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman had been 
in the committee all day he would have found 
that the Chair has pretty strictly enforced the rule 
on all gentlemen. à 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I have been out on a co 


I do not doubt it, but as 
mmittee of investigation, 1 
ulge me a moment longer, 
I propose to give notice to members that if I can 
get the ear of the Speaker, I will, at a proper time, 
introduce a resolution looking to a correspondence 
with the Government of Great Britain, with a 
view to the peaceful annexation of all the British 
possessions in North America. Believing that such 
a destiny awaits these possessions, I am opposed 
to these appropriations for running lines. For 
this opinion, I have reasons which | am prepared 
to give now, but I cannot expect to do that so 
near the close of the session. I expect to give 
them next session, should I live to return, My 
only desire now is to call attention to the fact that 
I shall introduce and urge my resolution in good 
faith; not that I now expect to carry it atethis 
time, but intending to follow it up at the next ses~ 
sion as an important national measure. Then I 
will give the reasons in full, which I now refrain 
from doing in order that the legitimate business 
of the House may progress. 

The question was taken;*and Mr. Fuorence’s 
amendnient was rejected. 
The Senate’s amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-first amendment: 


For arrearages of necessary traveling and personal ex- 
penses due employees on the northeastern boundary sur- 
vey during the years 1844, 1845, 1846, and 1847, $2,016, 


; Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 
the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


| One hundred end forty-second amendment: 
Strike out the following: 
“To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to replace the 
: moneys already paid for rents, and to pay the semi-annual 

paymentof rent falling due on the Ist day of January, 1855, 
; On the two leases each bearing date the 19th day of August, 
1853, one thereof with the Bank of the Stare of New York, 
and the other thereof from the Bank of Commerce, both 
) all street in the city of New York, 
teased for the uses of the assay office in the city of New 
York, $68,458 33.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 

of Ways and Means recommend a concurrencein 
the amendment, 


The amendment was concurred in, 
One hundred and forty-third amendment: 


For repair and renewal of the gas-pipes through the Cap- 
itol, and fixtures necessary for the lighting of such com- 
mittec-rooms therein as need it, and lighting East Capitol 
street from the Capito} to Third street, $7,000. 

For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, new fur- 
paces under the Senate Chamber and Supreme Court room, 
&e., $5,000, 


e i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 

Ways and Means propose the following amend- 
ment: 


Strike out ‘for repair and renewal ofthe gas pipes through 
the Capitol, and fixtnres necessary for the lighting of such 


Senate’s amendment is to run the line of 490, 


cominittee rooms therein as need it, and lighting Bast Cap- 
itol street from the Capitol to Third street, $7,000, 77 
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1854.. 


Also, in line eighteen hundred and fifteen, strike out the 
words ‘f and so forth,” and at the end of the line insert 
the folowing: “ For furnishing and putiing np new fur- 
naces, repairing old furnaces, rebuilding and ventilating 
air chambers of the House of Representatives, $4,500 577 
so that the amendinent, as amended, will read: 

For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, new fur- 
es under the Senate Chamber and Supreme Court room, 
5,000. 

Fox furnishing and putting up new furnaces, repairing 
old furnaces, rebuilding, and ventilating air chambers of 
the House of Representatives, $4,500. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 


The amendment of the Senate, as amended 
was then concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-fourth amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay for two 
hundred and twenty feet and five inches af granite coping, | 
used in the improvement of the triangular square at the 
corner of Thirteenth street and Pennsylvania avenue, 
8515 47, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HOUSTON. There is a mistake, as I` 
understand, in the printing of the next amend- | 


The committee | 


ment. There are two amendments instead of one, |: 


and the Senate have omitted numbering the first 
amendment which is to stre out all from line 
eighteen hundred and sixty-one to line eighteen : 
hundred and seventy-one inclusive. That will be 
amendment number one hundred and forty-four | 
and one half. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. IT hope the 
Clerk will read what is proposed to be stricken 
out, and that the committee will not agree to strike 
it out. 


One hundred and forty-four and a half amend- 
ment: 

Strike out the following proviso: t Provided, That each 
and all persons who have been, or may be, appointed here- 
after to disburse the money which is now, or may hereafter | 
be, appropriated for the building or repair of any of the | 
edifices or struetures for which appropriations are made in | 
this act, and are not now required by law to give bond and | 
security, shall give bond, with good securities, in sufficient | 
penalty, to be approved of by the head of the Department ; 
under which such disbursement may be made, or the Pre 
ident of the United States, when the work shall be specif 
cally under his direction. ’? 


The clause, as amended by the Senate amend- 
ment, would read: 

For the Capitol extension, $750,000. 

Mr. FULLER. Would it be in order for me | 
to move an amendment by striking out and insert- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
was agreed to. : | 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


|! Government establishments in Washington, under such 
| general rules and regulations as may hereafter be prescribed 


:; right to charge and collect of the inhabitants of such city 
| such reasonable tax or rent for the use of the water as will 
ii provide for the regular payment of the interest, and the 
: gradual payment of the principal, of any money which may 
: be raised under the authority hereby given. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
| rence in the amendment. 
| The amendment was non-concurred in. 
| One hundred and forty-sixth amendment: 

! Bor completing the bridge over the Potomac river, near 
the Little Falls, $75,000. 3 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee o 


f 


H 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I wish to make an 
i| inquiry of the Chair, for information. If the com- 
mittee do not concur in the Senate’s amendment, 
will it then be in order to offer an amendment? 


The CHAIRMAN. If the amendment be non- 


concurred in, it will have been disposed of. 

Mr. SMITH. Then, as the amendment is to 
go over, I will not raise a question now. Let us 
: vote on the Senate’s amendment. 


ii The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair under- 
Stand the gentleman from Virginia as offering an 


‘| amendment? 

|| Mr. SMITH. I have sent an amendment to 
the Clerk’s desk, but the suggestion has been 
made that we shall concur in the Senate’s amend- 
ment, and then have a vote by the yeas and nays 
in the House. 1 have no objection to that. 

[Cries of “ Question! ‘ Question !”] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment of the Senate, in which the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means recommend non-concur- 
rence. 
| The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in, 


One hundred and forty-seventh amendment: 


| For permanent repair of the roof of the Capitol with cop- 
per, $2,000. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


The Committee of 


‘| Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-eighth amendment: 


Page seventy-eight, line one thousand nine hundred and 
twelve, strike out the word “ on,” and insertin lieu thereof 


1i the word “ and,” so as to make the clause read : 


For lighting the President’s house and Capitol, the pub- 
lic grounds around them, and around the Executive offices, 


ing? 


‘The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that | 
such an amendment would be in order. ji 


Mr. FULLER. I then offer the following 


amendment, which I am instructed by the Com- || 


i 
mittee on Commerce to offer: | 


To make a report and synopsis, to be furnished to Con- | 
gress at the first of the nex ion, showing the changes | 
and alterations made in compiling and codifying the revenue i 
laws, explanatory of the same, to be prepared by the di- | 
rection of the Secretary of the Treasury, $5,000, and— |! 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
order, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- | 
ion that theamendment is not germane to the Sen- | 


ate amendment. x ; | 
Mr, FULLER. I suggested to the Chair , 
whether striking out and inserting in the amend- 


men 
T 
be inserted wouid have to be germane to the Sen- 
ate amendment. i 
Mr. FULLE My amendment is germahe 
to the subject of the Senate’s amendments. 
The CHAIRMAN. Bat not germane to the | 
pending amendment of the Senate. i 
The question was then taken; and the Senate | 
amendment was non-concurred it. 


i 
One hundred and forty-fifth amendment: i 
For continuing the work for a supply of water to the | 

cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000: Provided, | 

That no part of the sum hereby appropriated shall be ex- | 

pended until the corporations of Wasbington and George- 

town, or either of them, shall appropriate and pay an 
amount equal to one fourti of said sum for the same pur- 
pose, and shall agree to payin Ike manner the same pro- 
portion of al future appropriatfons ; and full power and 
authority are hereby given to said corporations, respect- 
ively, to raise, by loan or otherwise, any sum of money 
that may be ne ry to enable them, or either of them, to © 
make the appropriation herein required; and the said cor- 
porations of W rton and Georgetown, and the inhab- 
itants of the said cities respectively, or the corporation | 
making the appropriation, and the inhabitants of such city, | 


That is not in ji 
if 
| 


t would not be in order. i 
1e CHAIRMAN. The words proposed to | 


if 


and Pennsylvania avenue, $22,000. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-ninth amendment: 

Page seventy-nine, line one thousand nine hundred and 
sixteen, among the appropriations for public buildings and 
grounds, insert the folowing : 

For furnishing lamps and lamp-posts from Sixteenth to 
Seventeenth streets on Pennsylvania avenue, in frout of 
Lafayette square, $500. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 


| 
|| of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
“One hundred and fiftieth amendment: 


Insert after the preceding amendment, the following: 
For completing the improvement of Penasyivania avenue 
west of Seventeenth street, $9,000. 


| Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence: 
| Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 


amendment. It is to add after the words ‘‘dol- 
lars,’’ the following: * 
| And for a culvert across Judiciary square, $5,500. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That amendment 
is not in order, and I would say to the gentleman 
fram Kentucky that there is not a drop of water 
‚in Judiciary square, or within a whole street of it. 
i Mr. STANTON. The Commissionerof Pub- 


| He Buildings says there is. 


| Mr. JONES. E street is between Judiciary 
“square and that drain to which the Commissioner 
refers. 

Mr. STANTON. I think the amendment is 
in order. There have been general laws for the 
last forty years for making improvements in the 
city of Washington, and this amendment is part 
of the system. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Cheir thinks the 
j question of order weli taken, and rules the amend- 


| brought by the Washington aqueduct, after supplying the 


: by Congress; and each of said corporations shali have the | 


Ways and Means recommend a non-coneurrence. | 


The Committee 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committe of | 


I desire to | 
offer the following amendment to that Senate | 


ment out of order. We are now considering. a 
Senate amendment, and no amendment is in order 
to that, except one which is germane to that amend- 
ment. The Chair cannot see that an amendment 
io provide for the construction of a culvert across 
Judiciary square is germane to the improvement 
of Pennsylvania avenue, which is the object of 
the Senate amendment. 

The question was then taken upon agreeing to 
the Senate’s amendment; and it was decided: in 
the negative. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and fifty-first amendment: 

After the last amendment insert the following; 

‘To reimburse the expenditure made by the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings for the repair of the Potomac bridge, 
when injured by fire, $4,500. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and fifty-second amendment: 

Page seventy-nine, line one thousand nine hundred and 
twent#@seven, after the appropriation for completing the 
Patent Office Building, insert: 

For altering the streets, and repairing in front of the east 
wing of the Patent Office, putting up iron railings, flaging 
footway, putting in order yards, painting new saloon of the 
Patent Office in fresco, $14,250. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have just received a note 
from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, asking for an appropriation—which the 
Committee of Ways and Means recommended at 
one time—for additional repairs to the Patent 
Office. It is for fitting up a portion of the base- 
ment of that building, in order to locate some of 
the clerks in it. The Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office assures me that the Commis- 
sioner of Patents and the Secretary of the Interior 
concur in the recommendation. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

For iron railing and flaging in front of the old portion of 
the Patent Office Building, for altering the windows in the 
rear, and dressing off the granite to conform to the front, 
and for private stairway in the building, $5,730. 

The amendment was agreed to. i 

The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the amendment of the Senate, as amended; and 
being taken, it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and fifty-third amendment: 

For fuel for President’s House, $1,000. 

Mr JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Waysand Means have recommended a concur- 
rence in that amendment, but I hope it will be 
non-concurred in. 

The question was put; and the Chair announced 
the vote in the negative. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I rise to a question of or- 
der. Į rose and addressed the Chair before the 
question was put upon concurring in the amend- 
ment. I desire to speak in reference to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not recog- 
nize the gentleman, nor did he hear him until after 
the vote had been announced. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Well, sir, I desire to speak 
upon this item. lt is true the amount involved 
is very small, very contemptible; but the princi- 
ple involved is a very important one. It is quite 
unusual in the history of the Government. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is not unusual. The same 
item has heretofore been allowed. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order, 
The Chair will, however, inform the gentleman, 
that he had announced that the amendment was 
non-concurred in. 

Mr. PECKHAM. ‘Then I have nothing to 
say. I thought the question was decided differ- 
ently. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
amendment has not been decided. 
lers. 

‘Tellers were not ordered; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

One hundred and fifty-fourth amendment: 

For a furnace keeper for the President's House, 3365. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, Fhe Committeeof 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence, but 
I think the amendment ought to be non-concurred 
in i 


T submit that the 
I eall for tel- 


Mr. PECK HAM. I move to reduce theamount 
specified in the amendment five dollars. 
As in the last amendment, the amount involw 
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is a very contemptible one, but the principle is of 
very great importance as connected with the sal- 
ary of the President of the United. States. The 
Constitution. of the United States provides: 


“Tne President shall, at stated times, receive for his i 


services a compensation which shall neither be increased 
nor diminished during the period for which he shali have 
been elected; and he shall not receive within that period 
any other emolument from the, United States, or any of 
them.” : : ; 

Now, Congress might just as well attempt to 
pay the Preaideni’s butcher’s bill, or his tailor’s 
bill, as such items.as this. © : 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana; The gentleman 
from New York ‘states that the President of the 
United States is entitled to $25,000 a year for his 
services, and nothing more. Sir, I should like to į 


know whether he pays for house rent? - I should || 


like to know whether he.pays fur a good many 
other things connected with his expenses? Sir, 
the President not only does not pay for house 
rent, but -he does not pay for any of the curtains 
in the east room of the White House, norgloes 
he pay for any of the furniture there. Appropri- 
ations have been made for those things from. the 
beginning of the Government down to the present 
time. Sir, the object of this opposition is mani- 
fest. Icall upon the Democratic party to stand 
by the President when he is attacked in this in- 
significant manner. Itseems to me extraordinary 
that this little attack should be made, at this time, 
on the President, and when the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means says that these 
appropriations are usual, and ought to be made. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is not one of 
the planks of the Democratic platform. [Laugh- | 
ter.] 
Mr. PECKHAM. Has an appropriation like | 
this been made since the organization of the Gov- | 
ernment? 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 
was made at the last session. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Pecunam’s 
amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. WALSH. I demand tellers on the Senate 
amendment. G 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Benson and | 
Kirrrepce were appointed. Ji 

The question was taken; and the amendment | 
was concurred in, the tellers having reported— 
ayes 64, noes 59. 


One hundred and fifty-fifth amendment: 


For grading done by order of Ignatius Mudd, late Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, in reservation No. 17, be- 
tween Third street east and New Jersey avenue, $484 89. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a non-concurrence. 
“The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The amendments 
are numbered wrong. There are no numbers 
from one hundred and fifty-five to one hundred 
and fifty-nine. 


One hundred and fifty-ninth amendment: 


Sea. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of i 
the Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized and directed to 
cause to be constructed the following buildings: At Bils 
worth, Maine, for the accommodation of the custom house 
and post office, a building of brick, with fire-proof floors, 
constructed of iron beams and brick work, iron roof, shut. |! 
ters, sills, &e., twenty-five feet by thirty, and twenty-five i 
feet in height from the foundation, to cost not more than 
$10,000. At Belfast, Maine, for the accommodation of the 
cusiom-house and post office, a building of like materiais, | 
forty-five feet by thirty. two, and thirty-two feet high, and to 
eost not more than $20,000. At Gloucester, Massachusetts, | 
Toledo, Ohio, Burlington, Vermont,and Sandusky, Ohio, 
for the accommodation of the custom-house and post office, 
a building of like materials, sixty feet by forty five feet, 
and thirty-two feet from the foundation, and to cost not 
more than $40,000 for each building. At Milwaukie, Wis- 
consin, for the accommodation of the custom-house, past 
office, and United States courts, a building of like material, 
sixty feet by forty-five feet, forty-eight feet in height from ! 
the. foundation, to cost not more than $50,000. At New 
Haven, Connecticut, Newark, New Jersey, Buffalo, New | 
‘York, Oswego, New York, Wheeling, Virginia, Chicago, | 
Hiinois, and Detroit, Michigan, each for the accommoda- || 
tion of the custom-house, post office, United States courts, | 
and steamboat inspectors, a building of stone, of like floors, | 
beams, roofs, shutters, &c., eighty-five feet by sixty feet, | 
sixty feet in height from the foundation, to cost not more 
than $8- ,000 for each building ; the building at Detroit to be 
erected upon a water lot belonging to the United States. | 
At Galveston, Texas, for the accommodation of the custom- L 
house, post office, and United States couris, a building of |! 
brick, of like-floors, beams, roof, shutters, &c., forty five |! 
feet by seventy feer, forty-eight feet high from the founda 
tion, with a portico on two sides, and to cost not more than 
$100,000. At Petersburg, Virginia, forthe accommodation 
of the custom. house and post office, a buildin 
like ‘floors, beams, roof, shutters, &¢. ; sixty: 


Yes, sir; one | 


ti 


g 
j of stone, of |! 
feet by forty- J| 
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five feet, thirty-two feet high from the foundation, to cost 
not more than: $62,000. í 


‘recommend a non-concurrence. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


offer the following amendment. If it is adopted, 
T shall offer one of the same kind for Memphis: 

At the end of the section, insert the following: 3 

+ And the customs to be collected at the port of delivery 
at Knoxville, Tennessee, for the next five years, are hereby 
appropriated for the construction of a custom-house at that 
port”? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. There is no law authorizing the 
construction of such a building. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to 
second the views of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and rules the amendment out of order. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
i lers on the original proposition. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. 
one dollar to each sum mentioned in the Senate’s 
amendment. In making this motion I signify 
i that I am in favor of building these custom- 


|| houses. On what ground it is that the building 


| of them is objected to, I do not know. Is it on 
doned; and that, therefore, all custom-houses, both 
existing and prospective, must fall with it? If on 
that ground, then I welcome the objection, for I 
/am an absolute free-trade man, would have Gov- 
ernment supported by direct taxes, and do not 
expect to see Government right until it is so sup- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


None of the objectors propose free trade. 
i in favor of continuing to defray the expenses of 
| Government by duties. Hence all of them are to 


| be regarded as in favor of safe and suitable build- `i permitted to decide upon the merits of each 
‘ings for custom-house business, wherever there į; 


is enough of such business to make such build- ' 


, ings necessary. I take it for granted that the 
nly question in the case, which these objectors 


whether there is business to warrant the erection 
of the proposed custom-houses. Others must 
speak for the custom-houses recommended in 
other States. 
cacy of the two recommended to be built in m 
own. Both are needed, by the fact that, in eac: 
amount of custom-house business. That of Oswe- 
in the nation above tide-water. Indeed, there are 
scarcely more than half a dozen towns in the whole 
nation that exceed Oswego in custom-house busi- 
ness. The duties payable on bonded and un- 
bonded property passing through Oswego in the 
year 1853, exceeded $696,000. This year they 
‘will probably exceed $1,000,000. 


to the 30:h June, to $518,276. 

To enforce my claim for a custom-house in Os- 
wego, I will read to the committee an extract from 
a letter which I received a fortnight since from 
the collector: 


increasing. The bonded property received here from Can- 
ada this year to the end of June, is nearly equal tothe total 


| of last year; and the last year showed a very large in- 


crease gpany former year.’? 
Speaking of the contracted and unfit building 
which Government leases, the collector says: 
‘¢'The custom-house building here is eighteen feet by fifty 


moneys collected here except a common iron safe. My clerks 
and assistants when fully employed, as is the case the greater 


part of the business season, are about as closely stowed as |} : i 
children at the desks of a well filled country school-house.”? `! Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous consent, with- 


I would add that the collector has also informed 
me, as a further illustration of the large amount 
of business in his office, that the number of per- 
sons employed in it is thirty-five. 

I have, now, ended my plea for a custom-house 
in Oswego. 


` Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee | 
At the re- | 


| quest of the member from the Knoxville district, I : I ; C i 
| ii proposed to be appropriated in this section to 


I move to add : 


orted. But it is not on that ground that the | A ; . 
building of these baton haces is objected to. | unite together a sufficient number of members of 


All are | 


llow to be pertinent and influential with them, is, : 


I will confine myself to the advo- | 


of the towns, (Buffalo and Oswego,) there is a vast | 


go, I feel safe in saying, exceeds that of any town | 


I learn from | 
the collector of that port that they amounted, up | 


*¢ You will see that our business is constantly and largely 


feet, and contains no vaultor place of deposit for the publie į 


Confident | am that the facts in this | 
plea cannot be resisted. But if, by possibility, | 
| they shall be resisted, and Government shall re- | 
| fase to build a ecustom-house in Oswego, what ` 


BE. 


H 


I call for tel- | 


the ground that the tariff system should be aban- į 


shall I say to reconcile my constituents to such | 


refusal? What pacifying explanations will you | 
enable me to make to them? What shall I beable : 
to say to them in vindication of the justice, im- ` 


partiality, consistency of Government? 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
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Mr. INGERSOLL. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment, and call for a vote. 

The question was taken upon the amendment of 
Mr. Sots, of New York; and it was not agreed 
to. - 

Mr. PHELPS. I propose to reduce the amount 


$100,000. 
1 offer this amendment for the purpose of call? 
ing the attention of the committee to the amount 
of money proposed to be appropriated in this 
section. Sixteen custom-houses are estimated 
for, and provided for in this amendment of the 
Senate. The gross amount of money proposed 
in this section is $1,018,000, and it embraces 
merely the expense of the erection of the build- 
ings; but the next section provides that there shall 
be an additional sum appropriated not to exceed 
ten per cent. upon the sum appropriated by the 
section now under consideration, for the purpose 
of covering the compensation of architects, super- 
intendents, advertising, and other contingent ex- 
penses in the erection of these various buildinga. 
And not only that, but in addition thereto, the 
section also provides that so much money shall be 
appropriated from the Treasury as may be neces- 
sary to purchase suitable sites for these various 
buildings specified in the clause under considera- 
tion. 
i Lam opposed to the erection of these buildings 
in the manner proposed in this bill. Here is a 
system of log rolling, a system of packing together 
measures so as to gain the support of members 
from different parts of the Union to the whole, to 


this House who are interested in some of these 
buildings, in order to carry them all through. On 
the contrary, each building should be left to stand 
upon its own merits; and the committee should be 

ro- 
| posed buiiding in this amendment; and that is the 
only way that the advocates of this measure can 
bring the matter forward in a fair, proper; and 
legitimate manner. I know that the rules of the 
House and of the Senate permit these combina- 
tions; but still I say itis not proper to be done. 
If a gentleman desires to have a custom-house 
erected at any particular place in the Union, let 
him be prepared to give the House reasons for it; 
and let the committee be called to vote upon it 
standing by itself. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Missouri, if he does not know that the 
Committee on Commerce have been ready for two 
sessions of Congress to make a report upon the 
custom-houses; but that they have not had an op- 
| portunity to get their report before this body? 

Mr. PHELPS. I have been informed, by 
rumor, that the Committee on Commerce have 
been prepared to report in favor of some custom- 
houses. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. 


I did not mean to be un- 


‘| derstood as saying that they were prepared to re- 


port in favor of ali these custom-houses. 

Mr. PHELPS. Some of them. The gentle- 
| man from Connecticut, then, admits, that the 
Committee on Commerce have been ready to re- 
port in favor of some custom-houses, but he does 
i not claim that the committee were ready to report 
in favor of all the custom-houses proposed in this 
section. 

[Here the hammer fell. - 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I think this matter 
had better go to the House for its decision without 
further discussion. { oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from Missouri, and ask for a vote 
upon it. 


drew his amendment. 

Mr. LILLY. I move to amend, in line two 
thousand and thirty-three, after the word ‘* New- 
anon by inserting the words ‘and Perth Am- 

oy. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise a question 
of order upon that amendment. There is no law 
authorizing it. 

Mr. LILLY. There is a custom-house there 
already, one of the oldest in the country. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, ‘Then you do not 
want another, 

Mr. LILLY. But itis not adequate to the wants 
of the business of the place, and there is no ac- 
commodations for the post office. I hope Con- 
gress will authorize the erection of a building that 


s 


man to order. 
debatable, ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the |! 
amendment not to bein order, upon the ground |; 
that there is no law authorizing it, : 

Mr. SIMMONS. I move to amend, in the |! 
two thousand and twenty-fourth line, by inserting | 
after the word ‘* Vermont,” the words ‘* Platts- || 
burg, New York.” i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise the same i 
question of order in reference to that amendment, {i 
that it is not authorized by any existing law. ii 

The CHAIRMAN. Upon that ground the |; 
Chair decides the amendment not to be in order. 

Mr. FULLER. I move to increase the appro- 
priation five dollars for each custom-house. 

It is due perhaps, as chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, that I should say a word in 
reference to this Senate amendment. Our com- 
mittee have had twenty-five applications for the 
establishment of new custom-houses in different 
portions of the Union, accompanied with memo- 
rials, references, and statistics, relative to the 
places for which they were asked. The commit- |! 
tee, after careful consideration of all these memo- | 
rials and papers, have agreed to report in favor of 
nine custom-houses. | 

Mr. LETCHER. T rise to a question of order. | 
The gentleman from Maine is not explaining his 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. So far as the gentleman 
from Maine had proceeded in his remarks, the 
Chair does not think they werein order. The gen- 
tleman will confine himself to the amendment 
under consideration. 


| sums mentioned in the preceding section of this act, as the 
; cost of the buildings therein authorized to be constructed, 


į; contingent expen 
: purchase suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same 
i are hereby, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid out of 


| Provided, That no money hereby appropriated shall be used 
i Or applied for the 


: that the said United States 


| more than $20,060. | 


Mr. FULLER. 1 willdo so. If the gentleman 
from Virginia had waited for a moment, he would 
have been able to see the pertivency of my re- 
marks to the amendment under consideration. 

Mr. LETCHER. If I had waited, the gentle- 
man’s five minutes would have been out, and it | 
would have been too late. i 

Mr. FULLER. Well, sir, I was proceeding to |. 
say that the Committee on Commerce had recom- |: 


it 


mended the erection of nine new custom-houses. ! 


| 

Mr. JONES. | 
rule, and that the gentleman shall confine himself | 
to the explanation of his amendment. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will endeavor | 
to do so. But the Chair, in the confusion, has f 
not been able to hear enough of the gentleman’s || 
remarks to tell whether he was in order or not. 

Mr. FULLER. It is very hard speaking at 
this late hour of the day. I suppose it is in order 
to advocate the nine custom- houses which thel 
Committee on Commerce in the House have agreed 
to report in favor of, 

Mr. JONES. I must call the gentleman to 
order, [tis not in order for the gentleman from 
Maine.to make a report from the Committee on 
Commerce. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not un- | 
derstand the gentleman as submitting a report. | 

Mr. FULLER. Ido not know but what the | 
reasons which operated on the minds of the com- | 
mittee in favor of the nine, will apply with equal 
force to the remaining seven. A prudent man, | 
with abundant means, would erect a suitable build- | 
ing in which his business might be transacted; and 
it is right and proper that the Government should | 
have suitable buildings for its employees. In order 
to secure that object, the committee procured plans 
and estimates for the different places for which | 
buildings were asked. The expense was placed | 
at $10,000, $30,000, $40,000, and $88,000. In: 
many instances it was found that the buildings |: 
furnished convenient court-rooms and post offices, | 
ag well as custom-houses. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Minois. 
the amendment, and ask for the vote. 

The question was taken; and the amendment |; 
was rejected, 

Mr. MACY. i demand tellers on the amend- 
ment of ihe Senate. i 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ruppie and | 
Maxwext were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the amendment |! 


I oppose | 


| the site on which it shall be built, not less than $25,000. 


ig not in order. 


i 
: “fifteen” in the two thousand and eighty-third line, i 
| 
i 


| two rapids of the Mississippi river, and is the most 


“suitable for a marine hospital. 


One hundred and sixtieth amendment: 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the several 


together with ten per cent. thereon to cover the compensa- 
tion of architects, superintendents, advertising, and other 
s, and so much as may be required to 


any money in the Treasury not otberwise appropr-ated: 


urposes mentioned until a valid tive to 
the land for the sites of sneh buildings in each case, shall | 
be vested in the United States, and until the State shall | 
also duly release and relinquish to the United States the | 
right to tax, or in any way assess said site, or the property 
of the United States that may be thereon, during the time 
shall be or remain the owner 


thereof, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee |! 
recommend a non-concurrence. l 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, demanded tellers |; 
upon the amendment; which were ordered; and || 
Messrs. Henpricxs and Eviison were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported |j 
—ayes 65, noes 53. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

One hundred and sixty-first amendment: i 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed | 
to eruse to be constructed the following buildings : 

At New Orleans, Louisiana, a marine hospital, to cost 
not more than 8,000 ; and when said hospital shall have 
been completed, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause 
the old hospital at New Orleans to be sold, and the pro- 
ceeds thereof to be placed in the ‘Treasury of the United | 
States, ji 

At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital, to cost not more | 
than $75,000. a $ 

At Pensacola, Florida, a marine hospital, to cost not | 


At Burlington, in the State of Iowa, a marine hospital, |! 
to cost not more than $15,000. i 

‘SEC. —. And be it further enacted, That the several |i 
sums Mentioned in the preceding section as the cost of the j! 
buildings therein authorized to be constructed, together 
with ten per cent. thereon, to cover the compensation of 
architeets, superintendents, advertising, and other contin- 
gente sand so much as may be reqnired 10 purchase |i 
suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same are here- | 
by, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of any j 
money in the Treasury nolLotherwise appropriated: Provided, p 
That no money hereby appropriated shall be used or applied Í| 
for the purpo mentioned, until a valid title to the land || 
for the site of such buildings, ia each case, shall be vested 
in the United States, aud until each State shall also duly 
release and relinquish to the United States, the right to tax 
or in any way asse said site Mr the property of the United 
States that may be thercon, during the time that the United 
States shal! be or remain the owner thereof. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I move to amend 
the Senate amendment, as follows: 


At the end of line two thousand and seventy-seven, in- 
sert the following: 
At Shreveport, Louisiana, a marine hospital. to cost, with 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The amendment 
There is no law for,the work. | 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is not in order, and therefore 
decides the question of order well taken. 
Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. | would inquire of 

i 


the Chair if the Senate has the power of putting ! 
into a bill of the House an amendment which is 
not in order to the bill, while we in the House 
are exciuded from making any such amendment? |) 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will see 
how that can very well be done. The Senate |! 
rales of order are very different from our rules of 


order. 
Mr. HENN. 


I move to strike out the word | 


and insert in lieu thereof the word “ twenty,” so | 
that the appropriation for the marine hospital at ; 
Burlington, lowa, shall be §20,000 instead of ! 
$15,000. | move the amendment for the purpose of ' 
enabling me to say a word or two in behalf of that 
appropriation, Burlington is situated between the 


important point above St. Louis, and the most 
In the winter 
time itis impossible for seamen and mariners to 
get either up or down the river, if caught in the | 
rapids when winter overtakes them. ‘There are | 
no less than six hundred and fifty-eight beats | 
trading at that point, and there has been paid into 
the hospital fund at that point, by the mariners |i 


engaged in the trade, up to this time, $20,000, and || cannot be ruled out of order. 


i not be adopted. 


| fifty votes if it stood alone. 


| in this House. 
; appropriation of more than half a million of dol- 


|. provided for by law. 


out the sum named, and to 


I merely propose to increase the amount. in the 
bill to such a sum as will make it equal to what 
has been actually paid to that fund by mariners 
who have been engaged on the boats trading at 
this very point. 

There hasbeen appropriated for the lower Mis- 
sissippi the sum of $239,000 for marine hospitals. 
There has been appropriated for marine hospitals, 


; outside of this Congress, $186,000 for the Ohio 
| river, but there has never been appropriated any- 
| thing for the upper Mississi 


ppi, except $41,000 for 
a marine hospital at St. Louis; and it is important 
that we should havea hospital at some pointabove 
that. This is the only one in the bill for that part 
of the country, and IT hope the committee will in- 


| crease the amount to $20,000, and that the amend- 


ment of the Senate will be adopted. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I hope the amendment will 
This Senate amendment pro- 
poses to appropriate, for the construction of the 


|! buildings alone, the large sum of $358,000, and 


the next section adds ten per cent. for the pay- 


| ment of architects, superintendents; and incidental 


expenses connected with their construction, which 
will amount to $35,800 more; making in all 
$393,800, and beyond that, there is in the section 
this remarkable provision: 

‘¢ And so much as may he required to purchase suitable 
sites for said buildings be, and the same is hereby, appro- 


priated for the purposes aforesaid out of any money in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 


This Senate amendment then goes on to appro- 
priate money for the sites of these buildings with- 
out specifying the sum, thereby giving an unlim- 


| ited discretion as to the sam to be expended for 
| such purposes, and the expense will hardly be lesg 


than $100,000. 
Mr. HENN., ] would ask the gentleman if 
this committee have not adopted, in thé section 


‘immediately preceding the one under considera- 


tion, a provision exactly similar to this one? 

Mr. HIBBARD. Well, I think the committee 
did wrong. I did not vote for it, I think we are 
going to very great extremes by voting such a 
provision as this into the appropriation bill. It 


i isa kind of legislation which, if not actually un- 


precedented, is almost so, and I trust this commit- 
tee will not pursue it any further. 

These sites cannot cost less than $100,000, 
making in all $493,000. That sum will not begin 
to erect those buildings. Next year we shall be 
asked for a sum as large as this, and for years to 
come we shall be called upon to continue the ap- 
propriations; and [say that the amount of mil- 
lions of dollars will not pay the expense of erect- 
ing these buildings, if we once lay the founda- 
tions by this appropriation. 

I submit to the committee whether there is one 
of these marine hospitals which would obtain 
No one, if consid- 
ered upon its own merits, could receive fifty votes 
Sir, we are now asked to vote an 


lars in this single clause to the bill; and that, I 
ask gentlemen to remember, to a bill which al- 
ready appropriates between seventy and eighty 
millions. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

[Loud cries of “Question !’? Question !”] 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I raise a question of 


order in reference to the amendment of the gen- 


tleman from lowa. The 81st rule provides that 


/ no amendment shall be in order to an appropria- 


tion bill making an appropriation which is not 
I submit that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman is not provided for by law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. The proposition of the 
genileman is to increase the Senate amendment 
from $20,000 to $25,000. In other words, he 
proposes to make an appropriation of $5,000 
which is not authorized by law. Other amend- 
ments have been ruled out of order upon precisely 


|i the same grounds; and I must submit, that if they 


were out of order under the Sist rale, this is also 
out of order under the sarne rule. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 


| ion that the amendmnet of the gentleman from 


Towa is in order. Jt sim; 


ly proposes to strike 
ert a different one. 
The principle of the rule is disregarded, it is true, 
but the language of the amendment is such that it 
It is in order to 
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move to increase the appropriation, and that is 
what the amendment proposes to do. i 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Amendments have been 
offered by other gentlemen to-day, and have been 
ruled out of order, upon the same rule. I appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 

The question, ‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?” was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. Henn’s amendment was then disagreed to. 

The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. HUNT. For the purpose of saying a 


word in reference to the item for New Orleans, I | 


move to increase the appropriation $20,000. 
Mr. Chairman, this amendment is based upon 


the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, which | 
documents | 
ara not In- | 


I hold in my hand, accompanied by 
supporting the recommenda iis, 
formed, from my own observaiion, as to the pres- 
ent condition of the hospital upon the opposite 
side of the river from the city of New Orleans. I 
think the site was an injudicious one, in the first 
instance. But, sir, if the House desires to be in- 
formed upon the subject, the report and accompa- 
nying documents may be read. [ am sure that 
blindly to non-concur in the amendment would 
be to do great injustice to the case. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. { believe there is 
already axmarine hospital at New Orleans, or 
rather upon the opposite side of the river, at Al- 
giers, and the proposition now is made to sell 
that hospital, put the proceeds in the Treasury, 
and establish one upon the city side of the river. 

Mr, HUNT. ‘That is the proposition. 

Mr. JONES. Tam not very well acquainted 
with the facts, but it strikes me that the best place 
for the hospital is upon the opposite side of the 
river, where it is. 

Mr. HUNT. The doctors disagree with you. 
{Laughter.} The doctor is a better judge of dis- 
eases than the honorable member. Itis said that | 
patients, in crossing the river, are exposed to the 
elements, to the sun and the rain; that it takes a 
long time to carry them to the hospital, and that 
death frequently occurs in consequence. 

Now, it is urged that the hospital should be on 
the side where the vessels lie, and to which the 
patients can be carried without exposure and re- 
sort to the river, which is sometimes contrary in 
its eddies, and will not always allow crossing with 
safety. In this report, too, it is said that the 
building is in a dilapidated condition, and is not 
sufficiently commodious for the purpose for which 
it was erected. | derive my information from the 
documents. And it is further said that it has not 
those adjacent grounds which are fit for a hos- 
pital. Itis recommended by the doctor who has 
charge of the hospital, that they should have the 
use of the hospital for soldiers, which is on the 
same side of the river with the city, and which 


may be made convenient for about $7,000. The |. 
grounds adjacent to the hospital there amount to 
twenty acres, while there are but three hundred | 
feet, or yards, in the grounds of the hospital on | 


the other side of the river, 
city 1s accessible at all times, and can more easily 
be reached than the one across the river. Twenty- 


eight thousand dollars will repair the present hos- | 


pital on the side of the river on which it stands; 
but itis said that it ought not to be repaired, in 
consequence of its not serving the purpose for 
which it was built. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. fn this, as in al- 


most every other case during this session, the rec- 


ommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury is 
appealed to. If the Secretary gains notoriety for 
anything while at the head of his Department, it 


will surely be for his recommendations of custom- | 
houses and marine hospitals. [Laughter.] These ` 
recommendations will mark the era of his admin- | 


istration, In after times it will be referred to as 
the administration of the Treasury Department 


for recoramending custorn-houses and marine hos- ; 


pilals. So far has the Secretary gone, that he even 


. recommends the selling of one hospital that another | 


may be built. [Laughter] 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
the appropriation one dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, Í move the amendment for the 
purpose of stating one or two facts which it is 


I move to increase 


i: Says that is a bad location. 


|i by anything else. 


The hospital in the | 


important the committee should know to come to 
i a proper conclusion on this subject. The New 
| Orleans marine hospital is not on the same side of 
| the river as the city, but is on the opposite side, 
ata considerable town called Algiers. Thai is a 
low, swampy place, and the building there is now 
‘in a dilapidated condition. ‘The committee has 
| heard what my colleague has said on the subject. 
This is the fact to which I would call the atten- 
The Opelousas railroad 
is now being constructed from Algiers to the West. 


i 
| 
i 


| 
ji 

i 
li 
i 


greatly enhanced in value. Theamount for which 
they might be sold would go far to constructa new 
marine hospital in New Orleans, where the hos- 
pital onght to be; for there the steamboats stop 
and the hands land. Then, inasmuch as the Gov- 
ernment will be able, in consequence of the con- 
struction of this Opelousas railroad, to sell the | 
property in Algiers for a largely increased value, 
; and inasmuch as what will result from the sale 
will enable the Government of the United States | 
to build a new hospital in New Orleans, I do not ! 
see what objection there can be to the amendment 
of the Senate. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not exactly see the 
force of the argument of my friend here. Hesays 
that this marine hospital is now in Algiers. He 
Well, was it consid- 
‘ered such when the building was constructed | 
there? I imagine when the hospital was first lo- ; 
cated there that it was taken to be a preferable 


When constructed, these hospital grounds will be | 


of class three, and one of class four ; and in the eflice of the 
Attorney General, in lieu of the clerks now authorized by 
law, there shall be one chief clerk, at a salary of $2,200, 
one clerk of class one, two of class two, one ofclass three, 
and one of class four. And the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized, whenever it may, in his judg- 
ment, be necessary, to cause counsel to be empioyed to 
assist in the prosecution or defense ofcauses which may be 
pending in the Supreme Court in which the United States 
are interested, and to allow to such counsel such compen- 
sation as he may deem reasonable. Andinthe Department 
of State, instead of the clerks now authorized by law, there 
shall be four clerks of class one, three of class two, seven of 
class three, and four of class four, one clerk of class four to 
be designated to superintend the northeast Executive 8 uild- 
ing, and to disburse a}} moneys belonging to the service of 
said Department, not otherwise provided for, who shall 
give bonds as required by the independent treasury act, 
and receive an additional compensation therefor of $200 
per annum. There shall be one chief of the diplomatic, 
and one chief of the consular branch of the public service 5 
and one examiner of demands for indemnity preferred by 
citizens of the United States against Governments and of 
the latter against the former, who shall also perform such 
other duties as the Secretary of State may designate, each 
of whom shalt receive an annual salary of &2,0U0; andthe 
chiefelerk of said Department shall be allowed compen- 
sation of $2,200 per annum. No clerk not now employed 
in the State Department shall hereafter be appointed until 
he has been examined by a board to consist of three exam- 
iners, to be selected by the Secretary of State, and found 
qualified in certain particulars, to be prescribed by the said 
Secretary in fixing beforehand a general standard of quali- 
fications for the clerks to be employed in his Department. 


Mr. HOUSTON, I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
substitute for that whole section: 


And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


location over New Orleans. But the object now 
is to get rid of this point at the termination of the 
railroad for the purpose of building another house | 
in the city of New Orleans, to add, in connection 
with the custom-house, which cost three or four 
millions of dollars, to the value of real estate | 
there. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] has 
i said that this Administration is likely to be char- i 
_ acterized for its skill and efficiency in pulling 
down and putting up houses, if it is never marked 


[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I withdraw my 
' amendment. i 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
tee rise. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question then rec@tred upon concurring in 
the Senate amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded tel- 
lers; which were not ordered. g 

‘The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was non-concurred in. 

Mr. WESTBROOK. I move that the commit- 
tee rise. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


One hundred and sixty-second amendment: 


Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, Bhat the third section 
of the act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic | 
expenses of the Government, for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1854, providing for the classification of the clerks in 
the Treasury, War, Navy, Interior, and Post Office De- 
: partments, as amended by the act of April 22, 1854, shail i 


I move that the commit- 


| be, and the same is hereby, further amended as follows, to | 
wit: In the office of the First Comptroller there shall be | 
two additional clerks, of class three; and in tbe office of i 
the First Auditor there shall be one clerk taken from elass 
three and placed in class four, and four additional clerks 
| allowed, of class three; and in the office of the Second | 
| Auditor there shall be one additional clerk, of class one; | 
; and in the Third Auditor’s office five clerks shall be taken 
, from class three and placed in class four, and twenty-seven 
temporary clerks shall be placed in class one, and one tem- 
| porary clerk im class four, and four temporary clerks in 
: elass two; and in the office of the Fourth Auditor there 
shat) be one additional clerk, of class three; and in the 
Sixth Auditor’s office one clerk shall be taken from class 
three and placed in class four, and there shall be added to 
the clerks in this office ten of class one; and in the Reg- 
: ister’s office two clerks shall be taken from class three and 
placed in class fonr, and two additional clerks added of 
; Class one ; and in the Treasurer’s office one clerk shail be 
taken from class two and one clerk from class three and 
placed in class four, and two additional clerks allowed to 
class one; andin the General Land Office the principal 
; draughtsman shall be classed and paid as a clerk of the 
third class, and the assistant draughtsman as a clerk of the | 
; second class; and in the office of the Secretary of War | 
ii there sball be added one clerk of elass four; in the 
office of the Adjutant General there shal! be one additional! 
i; clerk of class one; and in the office of the Topographical 
|. Engineer one scientific draughtsman as a clerk of class 
. four; and for the superinfendency of the building on the 
: corner of F and Seventeenth streets, the Secretary of War 
i is authorized to appoint some one clerk of his Department | 
1: other than the disbursing clerk for that purpose, whe shall : 
: be allowed, in addition to his salary as clerk, £200 per an- 
| pum; and inthe office of the Postmaster General ther 
U shall be seven additional clerks, viz: four of class two, two i| 


a sum sufficient to pay to the clerks and employees of the 
Government, for the year ending 9th June, 1853, such 
additional compensation as they may be entitled to receive 
under the act of 22d April, 1854, entitled “ An act to aneng 
the third section of the act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Governinent for the 
year ending 30th June, 1854, and for other purposes,” and 
whose additional compensation is not otherwise provided 
for: Provided, That all laborers in the employment of the 
Execulive departments of the Government in the city of 
Washington shall receive an annual salary of $480 each: 
Provided further, That the Postmaster General be allowed, 
in addition to his present number, three clerks of class two, 
and two of elassthree ; that the Attorney Gencral be alowed 
in addition to his present number, one clerk of class one, 
two of class two, and one of class three; that the Secre-~ 
tary of the Treasury he allowed in the Sixth Auditors office, 
in addition to the present number, seven clerks of class one, 
one shall be taken trom class three and put in class four 3 
and in the Treasurer’s office one clerk shall be taken from 
class two and one from class three and put in class four $ 
and that the money necessary to pay the compensation, 
and increased compensation under this section be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
of the Committee of Ways and Means was agreed 
to 


Mr. STRATTON. I propose to amend the 
amendment as follows: 

Provided further, That appointments shall hereafter be 
made to fill vacancies in the several Departments from such 
States as have the smallest number of employees in pro- 
portion to population. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tion of order. 

ower. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is not inorder. Its effect 
would be to change the existing law. E 

Mr. STRATTON. The amendment of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, I believe, speci- 
fies the manner in which they shall be appointed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama offered his amendment as a substitute for 
the Senate amendment, which is in order. But 
the amendment of the gentleman from New Jersey 
proposes to prescribe, by a new law, how, and in 
what manner, the appointments shall be made. 

Mr. STRATTON. But the amendment of the 
gentieman from Alabama also prescribes the 
manner in which the appointments shall be made. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the 
amendment of the gentleman from New Jersey 
out of order. 


One hundred and sixty-third amendment: 


Page eighty-nine, linetwo thousand one hundred and 
seventy-five, insert the following: 

Sec. —. And be il further enacted, That the provisions 
of the second section of the act of 22d of April, 1854, en- 
titled * An act to amend the third section of the act making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of GOV 
ernment for the year ending the 30th June, 1854, and for other 
purposes,” be, and the same are hereby, repeated. And from 
and after the ist day of July, 1854, the anuual salary of the 
stamp and blank agent for the Post Office Department shall 
be the same as clerksin the departments of the second class 5 
aad that of the clerk in the office of the Commissioner of 
Publie Buildings the same as clerks of the first cis and 
the Sceretaries of State, Treasury, luterior, War, and 


I rise to a ques- 
We cannot limit the appointing 
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Navy, Postmaster General, and Attorney General, be au- 
thorized to employ one principal messenger each, at an an- 
nual salary of $900, in lieu of those now so employed, and 
the salary of all other messengers and assistant messen- 


gers, including the packers in the General Land Office, now : 


authorized by law to be employed in the Executive Depart- 
ments in Washington, the messenger in the office of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, doorkeeper and assist- 
ant doorkeeper atthe Executive Mansion, and keeper of 
the western gate, Capitol square, and the keeper of Lafay- 
ette square, shall be 8750 per annum; and the annual sal- 
ary of the watchmen employed at the Capitol, President’s 
House, and the Executive Departments, and the Auxiliary 
Guards, and the,watchmen of the Capitol extension, shall be 
$750; and the public gardener shall receive $1,400 per an- 
num ; and the captain of the police of the Capitol shall re- 
ceive $1,600, and each of his assistants $1,300 each per 
annum ; and all laborers in the employment of the Execu- 
tive Departments in the city of Washington shall receive 
an annual salary of $480 each; and for the payment of the 


excess of the sums herein required to be paid over and | 


above those elsewhere contained in this act for said pay- 
ment, there shall be added thereto respectively such further 


sums as, together, will equal the amounts herein authorized, | 


ante any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated. 


_ Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. 


the following proviso: 


Provided, That none of the draughtsmen in the hydro- 
graphical and topographical survey shall be allowed less 


than is now paid to the lowest grade of clerks in the other | 


Departments of Government. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise the point 
of order that that amendment is not in order. It 
proposes to change the existing law. 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
point of order well taken, and rules the amend- 
ment out of order. 

The question was then taken upon agreeing to 
the Senate amendment; and it was decided in the 
negative. 


o the Senate amendment was non-concurred in. | 


One hundred and sixty-fourth amendment: 

Sec. ~~. nd be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 36th of June, 1853, the pay of the librarian of Congress 
shall be $2,000; the pay of the two principal assistants 
each, $1,800 ; and that of the third assistant, $1,200; and 
that of the messenger, $1,200. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in that amendment. : 

The amendment was. non-concurred in. 


Mr. PECHKAM. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

[Cries of ‘ No!” ‘ No!” and confusion.} * 

The motion was not agreed to. 


One hundred and sixty-fifth amendment: 


Suc. ~~. And be it further enacted, That the collections | 
of the exploring expedition, now in the Patent Office, he i 


placed under the care and management of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents, who is hereby authorized to employ one 
principal keeper of said collections at an annual salary of 
4900, one assistant keeper atan annual salary of $750, one 
night watchman atan annual salary of 3600, and two la- 
borers at an annual salary each of $365. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in that amendment, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and sixty-sixth amendment: 


Sec. —. And beit further enacted, Thatall persons claim- | 


ing any interest in, or portion of, any grant of land derived 
from the Spanish or Mexican Governments in Upper Califor- 
nia, where such original grant has heretofore been presented 
to the board of land commissioners within the time specified 
inthe thirteenth section of the act of the 3d of March, 1851, 
but who have failed to present to the said board the evi- 


dence of their derivative title te said interest or portion i 


from the original grantee, be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized to present the same; and the said commissieners are 
hereby d 
the same manner as if it had been presented within the 
time originally prescribed by the aforesaid act of the 3d of 
March, 1 


private land claims in the State of California. ”? 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of | 


Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 


Mr. McDOUGALL.. { move to add five dollars | 


to the appropriation. _ See 
Mr. Chairman, | wish to submits word or two 
on this amendment before the committee acts upon 


140 


rected to adjudicate the said interest or portion in | 


1 move to | 
amend the amendment of the Senate by adding | 


851, entitled “An act to ascertain and settle the | 
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I must sup- 
pose that they have not investigated or considered 
the amendment proposed by the Senate, or they 
would have determined otherwise. In my judg- 
ment, there is no provision in the bill equally im- 
portant with this. 

By the treaty with Great Britain for the settle- 
ment of our northwestern boundary, the posses- 
sory rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company were 
confirmed to them. What these possessory rights 
were, no one then knew; what they now are, no 
one knows. It appears it is a fact, that, upon 
some vague and undefined pretense of right, that 
company now claim a large portion of thebest 
and most available lands in the Territory of 
Washington—lands needed for settlement, and 
needed for the development of the resources of the 
country. This uncertain, undefined, and, at most, 
temporary claim, is a serious obstacle to the set- 
tlement and progress of one of our most valuable 
possessions on the Pacific. Puget’s Sound ranks 
next to the Bay of San Francisco, and its depend- 
ent country is yet to constitute one of the great 
States of the Confederacy. It would be a wise, 
just, and most politic act on the part of this Gov- 
ernment to open up the whole of that country to 
settlement, and ealiegs it from the incubus of a 
foreign incorporation, in foreign interests, with 
foreign sympathies, claiming, with uncertain and 
doubtful right, the fairest portion of the country. 
I ask why it is not? I insist it is as legitimate to 
extinguish the title of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 

y, as to extinguish the Indian titles to lands 
within our Territories. 

The importance of developing the resources of 
our northwestern coast is, { believe, understood 
by this committee. I only wish to call its atten- 
tion to the fact that the extinguishment of this 
claim is essential to the prosperity and progress 
of that important portion of our country. In this 
matter I have no interest; the people of that coun- 
try are not my constituents; indeed, I have been 
informed here that the people of Puget’s Sound 
are to be the antagonists and rivals of my own 
people in the great commerce of the East. And 
this may be so; and the bare ossibility of the 
fact is alone sufficient reason why their rights of 
property should be ascertained and settled with- 
out delay. I insist, sir, that this amendment is 
both politic and just, and should be adopted by 
the committee. 
i| Mr. PHELPS, I have but a few words to say 
in opposition to the amendment submitted by the 
gentleman from California. In the first place, 
this is not the proper bill, nor time, for any gen- 
eral legislation concerning the proceedings inany 
court of justice, or any of the land courts of Cal- 
ifornia. In 1851 we made provision for the estab- 
lishment of a board of commissioners to adjudi- 
cate land titles in California. Atthis very session 
of Congress we have prolonged the time for which 
that commission was appointed; and if a neces- 
sity had existed at the passage of that bill for such 
a provision es this of the Senate’s amendment, I 
would ask why the Representatives of that State 
failed to have it then inserted? I am opposed 
to this hasty legislation—a legislation which may 
seriously affect the proceedings of the board of 
commissioners, now sitting in California. 

There is this objection to the amendment. Sup- 
| pose a Mexican or a Spanish citizen presented 


|| his claim to the board of commissioners, claim- 


ing to derive his title to land from the Mexican, 
or Spanish Governments, and the board of com- 
missioners decided adversely to it. Then another 
person, claiming an interest in the same alleged 
grant, comes forward, and, by the provision of 
this amendment, files his title papers, and claims 
that his case shall be adjudicated. His interest 
all depends on the alleged grant which had pre- 
viously been decided on adversely by the commis- 
signers. ‘Thus you will have a new case brought 
up for adjudication, embracing precisely the same 
subject-matter as the one already decided, viz: 
the validity of the grant from the Mexican or 
J Spanish Government. Ft was for these reasons 


z ; | 
it. The Committee of Ways and Means have 
i| recommended a non-cuncurrence. 


„amendment, 


that the Committee of Ways and Means con- 
cluded to recommend a non-concurrence in ‘the 
_Mr. PECKHAM,. There is, as I observe, no 
limitation in the amendment. : 
Mr. McDOUGALL. The commission expires 
on the 4th of March next. z 
Mr. PHELPS. -Let me say, in addition, that 
if thisamendment be concurred in, the commission 
will not expire on the 4th of March next. At 
the next session we shall be called on to further 
extend their time for the purpose of allowing an 
adjudication of these claims. : 
{Cries of ‘t Question !??] s 
Mr. HOWE. There. appears in the amend- 
ment to be no limitation ag to the time within which 
these claims shall be presented; and to remedy the 
defect, £ move to add the following: i i 
Provided, That no such claim shail be adjudicated which 
shall not be presented on or before the 4th day. of Mareh 
next. M 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is no ne- 
cessity for that amendment. . You have. already 
extended the time of the commission, and you 
may do it again. led : x 
Mr. HOWE. It appears to me that if the 
amendment of the Senate is to be adopted, it. is 
necessary that we should provide a limitation 
within which these claims shall be presented. 1 
think such a provision should be added as a matter 
of safety. a 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I do not object to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
Itis right; but I do insist that there shall be a fair 
hearing for that class of claims which have been 
excluded by a misinterpretation of the law. Theee 
claimants are almost the entire American popula- 
tion of the Pacific coast. oe Bk tices 
But the gentleman says that we had a law passed 
for the examination of these titles, and the time for 
their examination extended for another year. 1 
desire to say to the gentleman from. Missouri, that 
the whole coast of California is five hundred miles 
in extent; that itis a very large State, equal to four 
or five States of the Confederacy; that it has been 
populated for over one hundred years; that rights 
and claims have grown up during that period which 
need investigation. There is a necessity, too, for 
investigating the rights and claims of our citizens 
there which grew out of the treaty with Mexico. 
We have a right to a full investigation of the 
claims of our citizens, if it should take fifty or one 
hundred years. What, Lask,is this amendment? 
That the law may be soamended as that all rights 
and claims arising under the Spanish grant may 
be presented for investigation—claims which would 
have been presented heretofore but for a misunder- 
standing of the law. 1 have practiced law there, 
and I did not understand it to be necessary myself 
to present claims subordinate to the original grant. 
I did not understand the law as it has been con- 
strued. All I ask now is, that our. citizens may 
have the opportunity of presenting their claims, 
and havea just and full hearing. T accept the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Hows.) 
The questioh was taken upon Mr. McDov- 
GaLL’s amendment, as modified; and it was re- 


| jected. 


ecurring upon the Senate amend- 


The question r 
n; and the amendment was non- 


ment, it was take 
concurred in. 
One hundred and sixty-seventh amendment: 


Suc. — And he it further enacted, That the first pro- 
viso to the first section of the act entitled “* An act to pro- 
vide compensation to such persons as may be designated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to receive aud keep the 
public money, under the fifteenth section of the act of 6th 
August, 1846, for the additional services required under 
that act,” approved March 2, 1853, shall not be construed 
to apply to the collector of the district of Buffalo creek, 
while such collector shall be one of the designated depos- 
itors of public moneys. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
recommend a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

One hundred and cixty-cighth amendment: 

REG =. nd be it further enacted, That the ecceunts 


The committee 
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ofthe public printers, and the certificates of the Superin- 
tendentof Public Printing thereon, so far as the same relate 
tò the printing for the Executive Departments, shall be sub- 
ject to the examination and coutro! of the accounting offi- 
cers and Secretary of the Treasury, in like manner as other 
public accounts ; and those which relate to the printing for 
the Senate and House of Representatives shall be subject to 
the examination and control of the respective Houses in 
Jike manner as other expenditures for said Houses. 


Mr. PHELPS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways.and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 


Page ninety-two, after the word “therein,” in line two-| 
thousand two hundred. and fifty-eight, strike out the words | 
‘go far as the same relate to the printing of the Executive ' 
Departments.” 

Page ninety three, after the word “ accounts,” in line | 
two thousand two hundred and sixty-two, strike out the | 


residue of the clause, which reads and those which relate | 
to the printing for the Senate and House of Representatives | 
shall be subject to the examination and control of the re- | 
spective Houses in like manner as other expenditures for | 
said Houses ;”* so that, as amended, the clause will read: 

Seo. —. And be it further enacted, That the accounts of 
the public printers, and the certificates of the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing thereon, shall be subject to the 
examination and control of the accounting officers and i 
Seeretary of the Treasury, in like manner as other public 
accounts. r 

The amendment will explain itself. The Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury will refer to the accounts | 
of the public printing; and the certificates of the | 
Superintendent of the Public Printing shall be | 
subject to the examination and control of the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury, in like manner as other 

ublic accounts. 

The amendment proposed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the Senate’s amend- 
ment, as amended; and it was concurred in. | 


One hundred and sixty-ninth amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States he, and he is hereby, authorized to | 
appoint or employ in his official household the following ; 
officers, to wit: one secretary to the President, at a yearly | 
salary of $2,500, who shal take charge of such official | 
papers ag shall be confided to him, and perform such other | 
duties as may be directed by the President; one clerk, ata | 
yearly salary of $1,600; one steward, at a yearly salary of | 
$1,000, who shall, under the direction of the President, | 
have charge of, and be responsible for, the plate and furni 
ture of the President's Mansion, and shati discharge such | 
other duties as the President may assign him ; one messen- | 
ger, at a yearly salary of $900; and one assistant messen- 
ger, ata yearly salary of $750. Aud for the payment of the | 
compensation of the said officers, during the present fiscal | 
year, the sum of 36,750, or so much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 


Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in the amendment. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out in line two thousand two 
hundred and seventy, the words “ twenty-five,” 
and insect in lieu thereof the words ** fifteen;’’ and 
in line two thousand two hundred and seventy- 
three, strike out all after the word ‘ dollars.” 
The clause, if so amended, would read: 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he is bereby, authorized to appoint or 
employ in his oficiat household the following officers, to 
wit: one secretary to the President, at a yearly salary of | 
$1,500, who shall take charge of such official papers as | 
shall be confided to bim, and perform such other duties as j 
may be directed by the President; one clerk, at a yearly | 
salary of $1,600. — 

This section proposes an increase of nearly | 
$7,000 to the expenses of the Executive Depart- 
ment. I suppose it has crept in here in the gen- 
eral increase of expenses of the National Govern- 
ment in almost every conceivable way, and looks 
like an attempt to implicate the President in that 
vast enlargement of our national expenditure. I 
am persuaded he does not desire this increase of 
officers in or about his household. I think I can 
prove, not by any express declaration, but by in- 
ference, that he is opposed to this increase, and j 
that he will exclaim, if it passes, ‘* An enemy hath | 
done this.” On a certain 4th of March, standing | 
in the presence of thousands of his countrymen | 
not far hence, he uttered these memorable words: | 

Tn the administration of domestic affairs, you expect a | 
devoted integrity in the public service, and an Observance of | 

| 
i 
i 


-rigid economy in all departments, so marked as never justly | 
to be questioned. If this reasonable expectation be not | 
realized, I frankly confess that one of your leading hopes 
is doomed to disappointment, and that my efforts, mav i 
apott particular, must result in a humiliating fail-; 
re. 


Now, assuming—and I hope it will not be re- | 
garded as a violent assumption—that the Presi- | 
dent meant what he said on that occasion, he will 


|| of the Chair. 


| go openly to the subject, and increase the salary 


not thank us for swelling the expenses of the 
White House, as proposed by the Senate. I 
would be glad to move the extract which I have 
read from the inaugural as a substitute for this 
section.. Would that be in order, Mr. Chair- 
man? [{Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has an 
amendment already pending. 

Mr. FLAGLER. { would withdraw that if 
this is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is 
not in order. 

Mr. WHEELER. Have it read at the desk 
for information. 

Mr. FLAGLER. 
I am satisfied, upon due reflectfon, } 
that the economical language of the inaugural 
would not be in harmony with the extravagance 
every where apparent in the plethoric proportions 
of this bill, Ithink it a pity, however, that it 


cannot be embalmed and laid away in so fitting a |! 


sepulcher. 

The question was taken upon Mr. FLAGLER’S 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I propose to ask the Chair 
whether an amendment coming in after the word 
* dollars,” in the two thousand two hundred and 
eightieth line, after the provision of a salary for 
a messenger, in these words, ‘and for one lady 
of the bedchamber, $500,” would be in order? 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. PRATT. Nonsense. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I have an amendment to 
offer to this Senate amendment, and one word to 
say upon it. I move to strike out all this appro- 
priation except one dollar. What] saidin regard i 
to lighting the fires and keeping the furnaces in 
the President’s House applies to this appropria- 
tion. Here is a number of new officers originated 
to form an ‘official household ” for the Presi- 
dent. I haveno idea, Mr. Chairman, none what- 
ever, of increasing the salary of the President 
the United States in a petty, sideways, indirect 
manner. If his pay is not enough, | am in favor 
of increasing it in a straightforward, manly, Dem- 
ocratic mode. 

Mr. PRATT. 
any more. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Butas long as the Constitu- 
tion remains unaltered, which prohibitsany change 
of his salary to affect an unexpired term, 1 do not 
see how we can aid the President in his present 
term; but we can raise his salary by the com- 
mencement of his next term. (Laughter.] 

Now, sir, I do not care to argue this question, 
and I do not intend to elaborate at all 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let us have a 

vote then. 

Mr. PECKHAM. As soon as {am through 
Twill. But this idea of a sort of kitchen court, a | 
bedchamber court, strikes me as at least a novelty 
in this land of republican simplicity. But if the 
President desires them, let him employ them, and 
give them such titles as he pleases. I have no 
objection. If he have not the means to pay—if 
his salary is too small—let us take nò diagonal, 
sinuous way to add toit. A petty mode of doing | 
things, besides being unconstitutional; but let us 


The President does not ask for 


as much as propriety shall require. I shall not 
go for these things. 

Now, the worthy gentleman from Louisiana 
(Mr. Jones] may advocate this, and think that it 
is a small matter, and appeal to the Democracy to 
sustain him. 
or his principles, 
taste. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, Will the gentle- 
man from New York allow me to say a word? 

Mr. PECKHAM. No, sir. It would be | 
granting what the gentleman denied me; still, I 
will not forget to be courteous, and I will yield 
the floor. 

Mr.JONES. With that statement, l decline to 
occupy the floor in the gentleman’s time. 

Mr. HIBBARD. ‘Will the gentleman allow | 
me to explain? | 


He deems it rather a matter of 


the House should act. If the salary of the Pres- | 
ident of the United States is not sufficient, let it li 


I acquiesce in the decision ji 


T will not find fault with his taste | 


| Mr, HAVEN. 


be increased by a direct act of Congress. But let 
us keep out of the President’s kitchen, and not 
violate the Constitution in this petty way. Asto 
this furnace-tender of the President, I think | un- 
| derstood the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means to say that this was the first time the 
allowance was ever made or proposed. I wish to 
inquire of him if I am correct? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘Thegentleman from New 
York must confine himself to the explanation of 
his amendment. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I desire to ask the chair- 
iman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
i whether this furnace appropriation has ever been 
' made before? 
| ‘Phe CHAIRMAN. The Chair must call the 
i gentleman to order.. The amendment to which 
| the gentleman from New York refers has been dis- 
| posed of, and it is not in order to refer to it. 
| Mr. HIBBARD. Ido notsee what principle is 
! to be settled by the adoption or the rejection of this 
‘amendment. ‘I desire it, however, to be under- 
| stood that this amendment originated in the Senate. 
| {tis not an appropriation that the President has 
asked from the Senate, or from the House. It 
has not been asked by any Executive Depart- 
ment. But it was put in by the Senate upon their 
own motion. I do not, therefore, see the perti- 
nency of the remarks of the gentleman from New 
| York. J will state further, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means have recommended a non-con- 
' currence in the amendment, and I hope the vote 
will be taken upon it. 
| Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I should like to 

ask the gentleman from New Hampshire whether 
this amendment was not offered in the Senate by 
a Whig, and mainly supported by the votes of 
Whig Senators? 

Mr. HIBBARD. I will state, in reply to the 
gentleman, that 1 believe this amendment was 
offered by a very respectable Senator on the Whig 
| side, and that it was carried through under his 
lead. 

Mr. WHEELER. I should like to know 
whether the Whigs have a majority in the Senate? 

Mr. HIBBARD. Iwill tell the gentleman. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I call the gentleman from 
New Hampshire to order. He is not speaking in 
opposition to the amendment. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Well, sir, I must say the call 
to order comes witha very bad grace from the gen- 
tleman from New York, who himself opened the 
way for this discussion. 

Mr. PECKHLAM. [call the gentleman to order. 
When I was upon the floor, and desired to ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
a question, I was called to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman indicated 
| his purpose to ask a question in reference to an 
i amendment which had been disposed of by the 
cdmmittee, and therefore the Chair called the gen- 
i tleman from New York to order, 

Mr. HIBBARD. Well, sir, I will not proceed, 
if it is objected to; but I must repeat, that this 
comes with a very bad grace from the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. Pecxuam’s amendment was disagreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate was then non- 

concurred in. 
| One hundred and seventieth amendment: 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That a yearly appro- 
j priatiun be made for the purchase of stationery, binding, 
public documents, and other contingent expenses of the 
| Executive office, to be expended by the Secretary to the 
| President, under the direction of the President; and for 
| that purpose, during the present fiscal year, $650, is hereby 
| apmopriated out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
i wise appropriated. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
ot Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

I will state to the committee 
| thatamendments, numbers one hundred and sev- 
| enty-one, one hundred and seventy-two, one hun- 
| dred and seventy-three, and one hundred and 


The CHAIRMAN. If it be the pleasure of 
the committee, the question will be taken on all 
the amendments indicated at once. 

There was no objection. 
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The question was taken; and the amendments 


were non-concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-fifth amendment: 

Sec. 1. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the. 30th of June, 1854, in lieu of the clerks heretofore 
authorized by law for the office of the assistant treasurer at 
New York, he be authorized to appoint, with the approba- 
tion of the President of the United States, one chief clerk, 
at a salary of $2,100, one clerk at $2,000, two clerks at 
$1,800 each, two clerks at $1,500 each, one clerk at $1,200, 
oné messenger at $960, and two watchmen at $550 each, 
per annum. In case of the sickness or unavoidable absence 
from his office of the assistant treasurer, he may authorize 
the said chief clerk to act in his place, and to discharge all 
the duties required by law of the assistant treasurer; and 
in case of the death, resignation, or inability to act of the 
assistant treasurer, the said chief clerk shall act as such 
assistant treasurer until the inability be removed, or until a 
successor be appointed and duly qualified ; and all the acts 
‘of the said chief clerk in such cases shall be as valid as if 
performed by the assistant treasurer in person. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- 
ment with an amendment, which is to strike out 
all from the words “ and in case of the death, res- 
ignation, or inability to act of the assistant treas- 
urer, &c.,”? to the end of the amendment. Al- 


though it may be important to have somebody to || 


act in the place of the assistant treasurer in such 
a contingency as is stated, still it would be wrong 
to place in the hands of a person under no bail the 
sum of $60,000,000. The committee think that 
portion of theamendment ought to be stricken out, 
and so recommend. 

Mr. HOWE. The amendment of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means does not go far enough. 

Mr. HAVEN. The gentleman says that the 
amendment does not go far enough. If the com- 
mittee will look to that portion of the Senate’s 
amendment preceding that which is proposed to 
be stricken out, it will be seen that, in case of the 
sickness, or unavoidable. absence from his office, 
of the assistant treasurer, he may authorize his 
chief clerk to discharge its duties. He, then, is 
responsible forthe act. In case of resignation or 
death, his bail is no longer. responsible, for he is 
then no.longer the assistant treasurer. 

Mr. HOWE. If the committee be assured 
there is no doubt in the matter, I have no objec- 
tion to make. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. There is doubt in the 
matter. The words ‘‘ may authorize ” are con- 
strued to mean very frequently ‘shall author- 
ize;” and, in my opinion, they would relieve the 
sureties of the assistant treasurer. I would sug- 
gest that all that portion of the Senate’s amend- 
ment from the words ‘‘ in case of the sickness, or 
unavoidable absence from his office of the assist- 
ant treasutr,’’ &c., to the end, be stricken out. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Haven’s 
amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. PENNINGTON. Now, I move to strike 
from the Senate’s amendment the words: 

& Tn case of the sickness or unavoidable absence from 

‘his office of the assistant treasurer, he may authorize the 
said chief clerk to act in his place, and to discharge all the 
duties required by law of the assistant treasurer.” 

Mr. Chairman, it does seem to me perfectly 
clear that, in authorizing the assistant treasurer to 
devolve the discharge of the duties of his office on 
another person, we virtually relieve him from all 
responsibility. His sureties will not be responsi- 
ble in case of the defalcation of his substitute. 
There cannot be any doubt of this. The term 
4t may,” is often construed to mean “shall.” 
Then this may be construed to impose an impera- 
tive duty on the assistant treasurer to devolve 
this duty on his chief clerk. Though we do not 
make this duty imperative, still, in devolving the 
duties of his office on his chief clerk, we relieve his 
sureties. : 

Mr. WALKER. 
tution is absolutely necessary for carrying on the 
business of the office, and I have on my table a 
letter signed by the present and the two preceding 
assistant treasurers, in which they state that such 
substitution is absolutely necessary. There have 
been times when, owing to theillness of the assist- 
ant treasurer, Important papers in reference to 
the business of his office have been carried to his 
bed-side, and even to his death-bed, and he has 
been compelled to sign them without any more 
knowledge of their contents than a man would be 
supposed to have, when suffering pain upon a sick 
bed. The letter which I have in my possession in 
reference to this subject, is signed by Mr. Dix, 
the preceding sub-treasurer, Mr. Bradish, and by 


| 


I apprehend that this substi- |! 


I 


Jl 


the present assistant treasurer, Mr. Cisco, and 
they say in the letter, that this power of substitu- 
tion is absolutely necessary. i 

The question was taken upon. Mr. PENNING- 
TON’s amendment; and it was rejected. 


Mr. PRINGLE. I offer the following amend- 
ment in line two thousand three hundred and sev- 
enty-one, after the words ‘* he may,” insert in lieu 
the words ‘‘in his discretion.” $ 

The amendment was agreed to, 

The question then recurring upon the Senate 
amendment, as amended, it was taken; and the 
amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-sixth amendment: 

Sec.—. And beit further enacted, That so much of the 
act of the 7th of June, 1844, restricting the employment of 
inspectors, guagers, weighers, measurers, and markers, in 
the custom-honse to the number then in service, as may be 
| applicable to those employed at the ports of New York and 
| New Orleans, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
: recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-seventh amendment: 


| Sec. —. And be it furthe®enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1853, the annual salary of the ehaplains | 
| to Congress shali be $750, and such sum additional to that | 

elsewhere provided as may be required to pay the same to i 
the 30th of June, 1855, is hereby appropriated out of any | 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 


| 


| recommend a non-concurrence, 


Mr. OLDS. I move to increase the amount of | 
| appropriation $500. I offer the amendment for | 
| the purpose of saying to the committee that the | 
| Senate amendment proposes to give the Chaplains | 
of this Congress preasely what the Chaplains of | 
the preceding Congress received. Under the act | 
of the 22d of July, in which you added twenty 
per cent, to the compensation of the employees | 
pout the Capitol, you would increase the com- 
pensation of the Chaplains from $500 to $600, but | 
the extra allowance which you have always given | 
them heretofore would make their salary $750. 
While you have been thus increasing the salaries 
of the employees and clerks about the Capitol, I 
think it but right and proper that we should adopt 
the amendment of the Senate, and thus increase 
| the compensation of the Chaplains of Congress 
to $750. 

Now, I ask, admitting that we give them $750 
| per annum, can they live at less than that ? 

{Cries of “ Question !’? “ Question !”[ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Il oppose the amendment. 
I do not think that any salaries ought to be in- 
i creased. 

Mr. OLDS, by unanimous consent, withdrew | 
his amendment. | 
| ‘The Senate amendment was then non-concurred | 
in. 

One hundred and seventy-eighth amendment: 


plan for the constraction of the work within the 
amount appropriated, “The: Secretary “of War 
declined. using any :of the money that had beeéi 


that he might use such discretion” in “expe 
the money:as would enable-him to carryout t 
work efficiently. : : Doi U Sgt aes 

l suppose, Mr. Chairman, it would be out-of 
order, were | to refer to anything which occurred 
in the other end of the Capitol, but ‘I trust the 
committee will pardon me if I say that, in the early 
part of the present session, the modification. which 
is contained in this amendment, was passed.in the 
other end of the Capitol even without a reference. 
The bill containing it came to this House and was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, which 
committee, at least three months ago, reported it 
back to this House, with a recommendation that it 
do pass. I have been anxious, from that time to 
the present moment, to call up that bill, confident 
as I have been, and confident as Iam now, that 
this House will adopt it, and enable the Secretary 
to expend this money according to the act of last 
Congress, save so far only as the mode: iniwhich 
the work shall be accomplished. rare 

I desire further to state to this committee that 
this modification does not carry in itself ‘the: ap- - 
propriation of a single dollar of the public money. 
Ít does not ask for a single cent of additional ap- 
propriation, but only asks that such discretionary 

ower shall be vested in the Secretary of the 

iTreaniiys as is recommended in the report of the 
engineer. : 

The question being upon concurring in the Sen- 
ate amendment, 

Mr. SHAW called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Huauss and 
Mi.ison were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 67, noes 53. , 

So the Senate amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means propose that the one hundred and eightieth 
and one hundred and eighty-first amendments of 
the Senate be non-concurred in, and that, if there 
be no objection, they be considered together. `- 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the 
proposition ? : i : 

There was no objection; and the amendments 
were read, as follows: po 


One hundred and eightieth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, shall be, and is hereby, authorized to appoint a 
commissioner, at the compensation of not exceeding $4,000 
per annum, to ascertain the nature, character, extent, and 
value, of all valid claims arising in Washington and Oregon 
Territories under the treaty with Great Britain of June.15, 
1846 ; and should said claims, or any part thereof, be deemed 
of sufficient public and political: importance to justify or 
require the measure, the President is hereby authorized to 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the county of | 
El Paso, in the State of Texas, and the Territory of New | 
Mexico, be, and they are hereby, made a collection district | 
by the name of Ei Paso del Norte, and Frontera shall be 
the place or port of entry for said district, and a collector 
| shall be appointed to reside thereat, with such other officers 
| as shall be necessary. The compensation of the collector 
| shall be $2,600 per annum, including the fees of his office. | 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of | 
| Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence ; 
| in the amendment. 

The am@ndment was non-concurred in. 
One hundred and seventy-ninth amendment: 


Sec. And be it further enacted, That the “Ae 
| making appropriations for the improvement of certain har- | 
| bors and rivers,*? approved the 30th of August, 1852, be, Í 


$ 
i 
i 
i] 


clause in which they occur the following words: ‘ by the , 
construction of a breakwater across Croaton sound.?? H 

` i 

|__Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of } 


| Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
i Mr. SHAW. I think I will be able to satisfy | 
| the committee that this amendment ought to be | 


‘adopted. During the last Congress an appropria- | 


i 
| 


fied that the work should be accomplished in a! 


i 


| 


and the same hereby is, amended by striking from the [| 


, tion was made for the purpose of constructing a |! 
work in North Carolina, by which it was speci- :} 


| particular way. The Secretary of War sent aj, 


i have been extended over the same. 


direct said commissioner to agree with the claimants and 
the Hudson’s Bay Company for the relinquish ment of their 
claims on a just and fair valuation, and to pay ovèr the 
amount so agreed upon, on a fall and entire surrender and 
relinquishment of all right, title, claim, interest, and de~ 
mand, therein and thereto, to the United States: Provided, 
That none of the lands acquired under this section shall be 
subject to donation or preé mption, but shall be sold at pub- 
lic auction, unless in cases where, in the opinion of the 
commissioner, the sum bid for any particularparcel or 
piece shall be less than a fair price therefor, to be ascer- 
tained by the commissioner aforesaid; said sales to be made 
for cash, at such times and places, and with such postpone- 
ments, as may be directed by the said commissioner; and 
for carrying into effect the provisions of this section in case 
of a purchase, a sum not exceeding $300,000 is hereby ap- 
propriated: Provided, That the amount to be paid for all 
| the said claims, rights, and interest, shall not exceed the 
i sum herein appropriated; and for defraying the expenses.of 


| the commission, the further sum of $500 is also appropria- 
| ted, payable ont of any money in the Treasury not oiher- 


| wise appropriated. 
| One hundred and eighty-first amendment: 


i Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That in ease it 
| should be deemed inexpedient to sell said lands and im- 
| provements immediately, or any part thereof, the President 
| shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, on the extinguish- 
! ment of the title as aferesaid, to direct the commissioner 
| to take possession of the same, for and in the name of the 
i United States, and to lease the same on such terms and 
| conditions, and for such sum or sums, as he may deem 
Í proper and right, subject, however, to sale. when in his 
| proper oficer there for the purpose of examining i Opinion it may be proper, after the United. States surveys 
this work, previous to commencing operations. 
| That officer reported to the Department that, in 
| his opinion, the plan proposed in the act itself: 


| would be, to say the least of it, injudicious; and he | 
| suggested not only a more feasible, but a cheaper ' 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to strike out the 
first five words of the amendments. 

Mr. Chairman: I wish to submit. one or two 
words on these amendments before:the committee 


v 


2068 THE CONG 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


August l, 


acta on-them. The Committee of Ways and || a 


: mendment by increasing the appropriation one 
Meane have recommended a non-concurrence. In 


) dollar; and Ido so to say that I do hope the 
my judgment, they are the most important fea- ji committee will not pass upon this important mat- 
tures of this entire bill. By the treaty for the set- || ter in this great hurry and precipitation. I pledge 
lement of our controversy with Great Britain in || myself that every single member of this commit- 
regard t¢ the line separating Oregon from Canada, |! tee who does so, will some day, when he is better 
the tights of*the Hudson’s Bay Company was, 


J $ ; informed, regret the vote he has given, if hesustain 
tS a certain extent, recognized. They now-claim || the action of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
the right to an undefined territory in Washington 


l When the members come to know the facts of 
Territory, It covers the best land there. hat 


the case, they will regret sustaining that commit- 
company has no determined orascertained righta; || tee on this question, if they should do so. [Cries 
but they have undefined rights by the treaty. || of “ Question !”] I have not occupied much time 
The uncertainty of the matter prevents settlement |! on this floor. Since I came here, I have never, 
and the development of the resources of the north- || en any occasion, unless it concerned my section 
western coast. Í || òf the country, troubled the House, and therefore 
. The claim of that company, unintelligible as it || I claim a few moments on the present occasion. 
is, should be settled, Isay that it is as proper || (Cries of “ Agreed.”} I will read from article 
for the Government to extinguish the title of the || four, in this treaty: 
Hudson’s Bay Company as it is for it to extin-!| «The fatms, lands, and other property of every descrip- 
guish the Indian title, Phe importance of devel- || tion belonging to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company, 
oping the resources of the northwestern coast of | 0R the north side of Columbia river, shall be confirmed to the it 
our country is well known to this Congress. 1 said company: . g i 
say, without something authorizing us to settle The gentleman from Missouri contemplated the | 
and compromise with the Hudson’s Bay Com- 


third article of the treaty, and not the fourth article 
pany, that country cannot be speedily settled, and |!| and ali his remarks apply to the third article. The 
its wealth cannot be fairly developed, for this 


fourth article says nothing in relation to the pos 
company has too large an interest to develop it | 


sessory rights. 
upon that extreme northwest-coast. In this mat- i , The farms, lands, and other property of every deserip- 
ter I know that the interests of Puget’s Sound are || tion belonging to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company | 
regarded as antagonistical to the interests of the || Svall be confirmed to the said company.” | 
bay of San Francisco. But I say that they are || This company claim a large tract of land by | 
important interests, and the people of this whole || virtue of this treaty bordering on Puget’s Sound. 
Confederacy are interested in the settlement of the 


There is an extensive settlement on that claim 
‘ands there. The passage of this amendment | formed by American citizens, and they have en- | 
will secure the settlement of that country. 


croached upon the rights of that company. If | 
Mr. PHELPS. I amo posed to the amend- || the treaty has any meaning in it, then their rights | 

ment proposed by the sentleman from California || are invaded, and their forgearance is a matter of | 

(Mr. NÀ cDovaart.]} surprise. There are meeting houses upon it, a | 
This is a proposition to buy the rights of the || county seat laid off, and a large village built up | 

€Ludson’s Bay Fur Company in the Territory for- || upon it, United States troops fortified upon it, and, 

merly known as Oregon Territory, but now em- |; as | am informed, are paying rents to that cong 

braced in two territories, Washington and Oregon. 

Under the treaty of 1846, the Hudson’s Bay Com- 

pany claim certain rights, and so far as they are 


pany. United States paying rents! and learned | 
men here say that that company have no rights 

recognized by that treaty, 1 deem it proper to read 

the third article of that treaty: 


there by virtue of that treaty. This claim is cov- | 
ered by American citizens, and they are warned 
“Tn the future appropriation of the Territory south of the 
forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, as provided in the first 


off by the company. These settlers and the ser 
article of this treaty, the possessory rights of the Hudsons 


vants of the company are in constant collision. 
The rights of neither are defined or set out by 
BayCompany and all British subjects who may be already 
in the occupation of the land or other property, lawfully 


metes and bounds. These settlers look to you, | 
acquired within the said territory, shall be respected.” 


and rely upon you, for relief. By a proviso 

contained in the treaty you are permitted to pur- 

I now say that the Hudson’s Bay Company have || chase out the company’s interests, and it should 

the possessory right to continue only during the || be done at some price, and that at once. They 

continuance of the charter of that company. The || Were once your constituents, as they have emi- 

charter of that company will expire in the year || grated from every portion of the United States; 
1863——nine years hence; and that company will | 

have no more right to territory, or land in that 


every city and every county in the whole Union 
has a representation there; and they have relations 
‘Territory, than any other squatter upon the public 
lands. 


f and friends here in the States who are now your | 
But further: [have in my possession a report, 


constituents, and who sympathize with the people 
submitted at the instance of the Secretary of State, 


| of Washington in their troubles. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Do I understand 
by Governor Stevens, the Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of Washington. He was instructed to 


the gentleman from Washington Territory to say | 
inquire into the value of the rights of the Hud- | 


| that these rights were to be confirmed to the Pu 
| get’s Sound Agricultural Company ? 
son’s Bay Company,and the Puget’s Sound Agri- || Mr. LANCASTER. I say so. 
cultural Company. I find that he values these 
tights to be worth $300,000. One tract of land 


the article of the treaty again. 

| Mr. JONES. Why, this is for the Hudson’s | 
claimed by the Paget’s Sound Agricultural Com- 
pany, being fifteen miles by fifty or sixty—I am 


Bay Fur Company, and not for the Puget’s Sound 
not particular in relation to the dimensions—Gov- 


Agricultural Company. 

| Mr. LANCASTER. If I only had time, I 
ernor Stevens says is almost unexplored, and is || should speak about this appropriation; but I am 
only occupied for the grazing of their cattle and || bound down by the five-minute rule, arl the sub 
flocksof sheep. He estimates that, upon that tract, 
there are five thousand head of cattle and sixteen I think | 
thousand head of sheep; and that the value of this || May venture to trespass on the committee a short | 
tract, with the cattle and sheep, cannot exceed in |; time; and I promise not to disturb the House any | 
amount $150,000; which goes to make up a part |; More this session. 
and parcel of the $300,000 embraced in this ap- The article of the treaty reads: 
propriation. Do we want to buy these cattle and || “The farms, lands, and other property of every descrip 
sheep? Isay that the companies have no rights || tion, belonging to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Com 
for which the Government of the United States || Pany, shall be confirmed to the said company.” 
ought to pay them one dollar. 

Mr, HAVEN. I do not intend to discuss the 
merits of this matter at all, for] have not the time 
to doso, Suffice it to say, that we have two 
hundred miles in extent upon the Pacific coast, 
and we give every man who settles there two or | 
three hundred acres of land. Itis hardly neces- 
sary to acquire more land there by buying out! 
these possessory rights. | 

Cries of “ Question!” Question ! a 

r. McDOUGALL, by unanimous consent, 
then withdrew his amendment. 


Mr. LANCASTER. I propose to amend the 


f 
H 
t 


1 will read 


! are all over the country, upon the best tracts of, 
| lands belonging to ths Hudgon’s Bay Company, - 
| and to the Puget’s Sound Agricultural Company. | 

These companies have been there for some forty !i 


years. They have the Indians under their con- 
trol; they keep the Indians and half-breeds for 
shepherds and herdsmen. The American citizens 
who have settled in that country are located in 
the best sections of it. They are scattered all 
over the western portion of the Territory, on the 
streams, in the valleys, and on the prairies. Set- 
tlements are far remote, in many instances, from 
each other, and seperated by high mountains and 
streams, and the thickest and heaviest forests on 
earth. And now they appear before the American 
Government, asking it to settle the difficulties now 
arising between them and the Indians, and half- 
breeds and British, on ihe subject of the rights of 
the Puget’s Sound Agricultural and Hudson’s Bay 
Companies. You have had to settle difficulties in 
that region before. You have had the Cayuse war, 
and the Rogue River Indian war, and you have 
had to pay the expenses of those wars. The in- 
habitants of the country now appeal to you, They 
ask you, as emigrants from every part of the 
United States, to give them protection, to extend 
to them the constitutional aid which is in your 
power. They have committed no wrong by going 
there to that remote region. They have been in- 
vited by you to go there; and it was not their fault 
that a foreign company, the stockholders of which 
reside in London, should, by virtue of a treaty 
made by the high contracting powers, continue in 
the very heart of the Territory. The stockholders 
in London desire to make money by the operations 
of the companies in Washington; and the persons 
who are acting as agents—and necessarily by in- 
structions—whatever may be their desire as men, 
among us, to preserve peace, they have not the 
power todo it. And I say to you here, that as 
a matter of prudence, as a principle of saving to 
the Government, a far larger sam than this bill 
calls for, that as a matter of humanity, by a de- 
sire to save the lives of those who are there, by a 
desire to remove fear and a well-grounded appre- 
hension of another destructive war with the In- 
dians, agree to the Senate amendment, or issue a 
commission of appraisal; do something which shall 
show that, as the guardians of an infant Territory, 
you have her welfare and prosperity at heart, 

[tere the hammer fell.] 

The question being upon Mr. Lancaster’s 


i| amendment, 


Mr. McDOUGALL said: I hope the gentleman 

from Washington will be allowed to goon 
Cries of ** Go on!” Go on !”'] 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I am opposed to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Washing- 
ton, and ask for a vote upon it. ® 

Mr. LANCASTER, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew bis amendment. 

Mr. STUART. I now move to reduce the 


appropriation $1,000; and I yield to allow the 


gentleman from Washington to finish his remarks. 
Mr. LANCASTER. I am thankful for the 
opportunity to speak again in favor of Washing- 


i| ton. I represent that country, and I am here for 
i the purpose of protecting its interests; and I say 
i here before you, that T urge nothing to the consid- 


eration of this committee but what I believe to be 
honestly true and just. I have been a settler there 
a long time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I rise to a ques- 
tion oforder. It is, thatthe gentleman must con- 
fine,himself to opposing the amendment made by 


|| the gentleman from Michigan. 


The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman must con- 
fine his remarks to an explanation of the reasons 


why he opposes the amendmentof the gentleman 
from Michigan. 


Mr. LANCASTER. Well, I am doing so. I 


| Was about to state why I knew of the situation 
of things there, why I knew of the feelings of the 


citizens, their wants and their fears. Seven years 


„ago this summer I removed across the Rocky 
‘| Mountains into that Territory, and I have re- 
; mained there from that time to this, and I intend 
i: to be faithful to its interests. 
|| priation will not be reduced, and I hope that the 
| amendment will prevail. 


i hope this appro- 


In the five minutes 
which were allotted me I spoke mainly of the Pu- 
get’s Sound Agricultural Company. My friend 
from Michigan, to whom I am indebted for this 


i act of courtesy—-which appears to bea part of his 


character, and for which he willacceptmy thank s= 
feels desirous that something should be said of the 
Operation of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 

Mr. Chairman, you will perceive, as I reed the 


1854. 


third article of the treaty, that this company 
stands ona different ground. Itis in these words: 

“ ArT: 3. In the future apprépriation‘ef the territory south 
of the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, as provided in 
the first article of this treaty, the possessory rights of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and of all British subjects 
who may be already in the occupation of land, or other 
property, lawfully acquired within the said territory, shall 

respected,” : 

“My time will not permit a construction of this 
treaty. Five minutes! It would require as many 
hours. The Hudsonfs Bay Company are in pos: 
session of many tracts of land, which they call 
forts—both in Washington and Oregon; and this 
company, like the Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Company, own large herds of cattle, sheep, and 
horses... I have no personal knowledge save of 
the post at Vancouver. The Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany claim at this place a tract of land, as is said, 
of thirty-six miles up and down the Columbia 
river, by about fifteen miles wide. This tract 
is supposed to be the best land in the Territory. 
Upon this tract the Fort Vancouver is situated, 
a strong and well fortified place. This claim of 
land is all settled by adverse claimants, under the 
donation law, even up to the cannon’s mouth 
on the fort. Their fields are taken, their fences 
removed, their houses occupied, and they are 
defied. They have warned the people away, 
and from some they receive rents. 

The officers in charge are bound to obey the 
instructions which are furnished from London by 
the stockholders, and they have manifested a 
strong desire to prevent collisions between the 
company’s servants and the American settlers. 
The lands are becoming more and more valuable, 
and it will not be in the power of the officers in 
charge, nor of any other force, to prevent de- 
struction of property and loss of life. In the mean- 
time, the settler is without confidence in his title; 
the improvements of the country are retarded, its 
prosperity impeded; a belligerent and hostile feel- 
Ing created, and a public display of settled hatred 
manifested. These officers are men, and they 
cannot be blamed for being influenced by the pas- 
sions common to man, They feel that Britain has 
solemnly guarantied, by treaty with our Govern- 
ment, some rights to them; that their rights, 
whatever they be, shall be respected; and this 
company, like the Puget’s Sound Agricultural 
Company, has its influence over the Indians and 
half-breeds. Suppose that some of the members 
of this House should go there, and use the lan- 

uage we have heard here to-night, the Hudson’s 

ay Company would be driven out in twenty- 
four hours, and they would go north into thé 
Cuba of the great Mediterranean of the Pacific— 
to Vancouver’s Island—and they would have it in 
their power to call for an indemnity, through the 
home Government, which would sound something 
like the millions we have heard of this session. 

The destruction would not stop at Vancouver. 
I have been there a long time; i know the spirit 
of some who were there; and I say here in your 
presence, that the present state of things cannot 
continue long. ls it desirable? Is it necessary? 
1s it called for? By what principle of justice can 
you desire that these large tracts of land in the 
very heart and core of the Territory should be 
possessed and controlled by foreigners who reside 
six thousand miles from their possessions, and 
who owe allegiance to a foreign nation where they 
reside, and who never intend to becomggA meri- 
cans? Suffer me mostsolemaly to inquir® of you 
individually, why you will not yield to the judg- 
ment of the Senate? This bill has had the sanction 
of the Departments. This present Administration, 
by and through the proper Departments, recom- 
mend the passage of this bill. If you are dissatisfied 
with the billin its present form, why not amend 
it? Why not permit a commission to issue? 
Choose some good man; if you are not satisfied 
with Governor Stevens’s report, authorize another. 

Was this case transferred to some other society, 
I ask if there would not be a change in the senti- 
ments of someof us? Suppose such claims were 
held by non-residents under the same circum- 
stances in Texas, or in New Mexico, or Califor- 
nia, or Ohio, New York, or the District of Co- 
lumbia, would you hesitate about the propriety of 
sending out a commissioner? Let the millions 
which have been appropriated answer this ques- 
tion. Turn over the record; begin at Texas; pass 
through Mexico with her treaty stipulations, and 
then through California; and then look at the ree- 
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ord—for the record will live when we are dead— 
andcompare the demand of Washington, with her 
reasons, with the record, and then vote; and, as 
honest men, I shall have no fears for the result. 
The day will come when you will feel pud of 
your possessions on the Pacific. Looking as they 
do, on China and Japan; rich as they are in min- 
erals, and all that is desirable to make a nation 
great, powerful, rich, and respected. The day is 
not far distant. 

Mr. STUART, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

The question was then taken upon the one hun- 
dred and eightieth and one hundred and eighty- 
first amendments, and they were non-concurred 
in. 

One hundred and éighty-second amendment: 


Rec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States be authorized and directed to appoint 
two persons to investigate and collect proof, under the in- 
structions of the Department of the Interior, on the depre- 
dations upon private property by the Indians in Florida, 
subsequent to the 25th December, 1835, the report and tes- 
timony to be submitted to Congress at its next session. | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of | 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence | 
in that amendment. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I have an amendment to | 
offer to that amendment. 1 move that three com- 
missioners be appointed instead of two. 

I should not have said one word in reference to 
this amendment, but for the great importance I 
attach to it. It is well known to many of the! 
members of this House, that claims have been 
constantly coming before Congress from the State 
of Florida, for indemnity for Indian depredations, | 
committed during the Seminole war. These | 
claims are constantly occupying the time of this i 
House, and the object of this amendment is to 
facilitate the investigation of these cases, against 
which there has been heretofore a prejudice, l 
may say, an improper prejudice, created in this 
House. Sir, the reason why these claims coming 
from the State of Florida have created such a feel- 
ing in opposition to them is, because, from the 
circumstances in connection with them, they have 
run up to a very large amount; and, without ref- 
erence to their justice or propriety, they are re- 
jected in this House. As Í have said, the simple 
and sole object of this Senate amendment is to fa- 
cilitate the investigation of these claims. I trust | 
the amendment will be concurred in by ethe 
House. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to say five words in | 
opposition to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Florida. The Committee of Ways and 
Means were opposed to constituting an itinerant 
board of commissioners to proceed to Florida 
for the purpose of hunting up claims to be pre- 
sented to Congress. l recollect some years ago, | 
a Senator from Florida remarked that he had pre- 
sented claims for horses so often that he had be- 
come tired of it, and should in future go for hogs. 
{Laughter.] I hope the committee will not agree | 
to support this commission, and that we shall come | 
to a vote upon the proposition without further de- 
bate. 

Mr. Maxwexv’s amendment was not agreed to, 
The Senate amendment was then od 


in. 

One hundred and eighty-third amendment: 

Sec. —. gind be it further enacted, That the seventh sec- | 
tion of the actof January 18, 1837, entitled “ An act supple- | 
mentary to the act entitled ‘An actestablishing a Mint, and | 
regulating the coins of the United States,’ ” be so amended 
as to extend the limit for the annual salary of clerks in the 
Mint of the United States to $1,800 each, from and after the | 
Ist of July, 1854, at the discretion of the officers authorized | 
by law to appoint, with the approbation of the President of 
the United States, including also one clerk in the office of 
the assistant treasurer at Philadelphia, and that the salary 
of the chief clerk of the branch Mint at New Orleans shal) 
be $2,200 from and after the let of July, 1854. 

Mr. PHELPS. I do not riseto move an amend- | 
ment, but merely to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the message which was sent from the | 
Senate this morning, stating that the Secretary had | 
made some mistakes in the amendments adopted ij 
by that body, as communicated to us. Oneofthe 
mistakes is in the section now under considera- i 
tion. After the words * Mint of the United; 
States,” where they first occur, should be in- 
serted and branch Mint at New Orleans.” I 
would ask the unanimous consent of the commit- 
tee to consider the words as part of the amend- | 


ment, The Committee of Ways and Means rec-} 
ommend a non-concurrence in the amendment. ' 


Mr. JONES,’ of. Tennessee : 
that the correction comes in. properly, 
to it. Be ge hae cane ‘ 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not rise to argue 
the question. You have given. the clerks of the 
Sub-Treasury at New. York $2,200 per annum, 
and this amendment. only gives the clerks of the 
Sub-Treasury at Philadelphia, and the clerks con- 
nected with the United States Mint there, a salary. 
each of $1,800 per annum. We do not ask that 
they shall have $2,200 per annum, but only $1,800, 
and I hope that the amendment may be concurred 


in. 

Mr. DAWSON. I concur.in every word that 
my colleague has said. These clerks deserve a 
salary of $1,800 per annum, and I hope the Sen- 
ate’s amendment will meet with the committee’s 
concurrence, 

Mr.CHANDLER. I demand tellers. ; 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dawson 
and Rows were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in, the tellers. having. reported— 
ayes 81, noes 48. : 


One hundred and eighty-fourth amendment: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the second: nec- 
tion of the act of July 3, 1852, entitled ‘‘ An act to establish 
a branch of the Mint of the United States in California,” be 
so amended as to allow to the clerks authorized to be em- 
ployed therein three thousand dollars per annum each, to 
take effect from and after the Ist day of July, 1854... And 
such additional sums as, together with those elsewhere pro- 
vided in this act, will equal the respective salaries author- 
ized by this and the preceding section of this act, are hereby. 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated for the payment thereof, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a. non-concur- 
rence. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
One hundred and eighty-fifth amendment: 


Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That all appointments 
of clerks and assistants authorized to be emp oyd in the 
offices of the assistant treasurers of the United States, and 
in the offices of the Mint and branches thereof, and the as- 
say office in New York, shall respectively be made, with, 
the approbation of the President, by the'assistant. treasurer, 
director, superintendent, and treasurers of the Mint and 
said branches, and assay office, as the case may be, whose 
bonds are held at the Treasury Department in trust for the 
proper and faithful performance of their respective duties. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

One hundred and eighty-sixth amendment: 


Sec. — And be it further enacted, That the district judges 
for the State of California, while in the discharge of the 
duties imposed by the act of the 3d of March, 1851, enti- 
tled “ An act to ascertain and settle the private land claims 
in the State of California,’ be allowed at the rate of $22,000 

er annum each, in addition to their salaries as district 
Jadges for the State of California, which shall be in full for 
their services. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
recommend a non-concurrence. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move to increase the com- 
pensation one dollar. 

The compensation intended in this amendment 
is for services which were rendered by these ofii- 
cers while they were not in the line of their reg- 
ular and ordinary duties. So faras the settlement 
of these claims by the judges of the district courts 
is concerned, their duties are increased. ` Their 
duties are different from those performed by other 
judges in other district courts throughout the 
Union. As farasthe principle itself is concerned, 
I may be permitted to state what has been the 
uniformcustom whenever commissioners have been 


The committee 


| appointed for the purpose of settling claims; and 


when the cases have gone to the district courts, 
the judges of those courts have had compensation 
different from that provided for by the act regu- 
lating their salary. ; 

Mr. WHEELER. Will the gentleman from 
California tell us what the salaries of these 
judges are now? 

Mr. LATHAM. I willina moment. Inthe 
States of Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, Flor- 
ida, Mississippi, and Alabama, commissioners 
have been appointed for the purpose of adjudica- 
ting similar land titles. And whenever the right 
to appeal to the district courts was given, increased 
compensation has been allowed to the judges of 
such courts. In the State of Missouri, the addi- 
tional compensation given was $800 per annum. 
In the State of Alabama, if I recollect right, or 


| have been informed right, $1,500-per annum was 


given to these judges; and thatincreased compen- 
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sation was continued so long as that district courts 
were employed in adjudicating these claims. 

` Mr. HOUSTON. Oh! it wasa smaller amount 
than that. 

Mr. LATHAM. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama says that the sum allowed to the district 
judges in his State was smaller than that I have | 
mentioned, Whatever the amount was Í cannot 
correctly state, but itis eufficient for my purpose 
to state that an additional salary was given to 
them over and above their regular compensation. | 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. Wuge cer] | 
asks me what the salaries of these judges are. 
will tell him. The salary of the district judge of 
the northern district is $3,500 per annum; that | 
of the judge for the southern district is $2,800. | 
These salaries are inadequate tothe duties and re- 
sponsibilities of their office. The district court of 
San Francisco is in session nine continuous months 
in the year. Now, then, this law which author- | 
izes the taking of an appeal from the decision of | 
these land commissioners to the district courts im- | 
poses an additional labor upon the judges, com- | 
pelling them to hold their courts from the Ist of | 
January to the 31st of December. The State of | 
California pays to the judges of her suprame court 
$10,000 a year. She pays to her district judges | 
$7,000-a year. And every gentleman present | 
who knows anything connected with that State— | 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Smrru] knows | 
it full well—knows that it is absolutely impossible | 
for the judges of the district courts to save any | 
part of their salary. It is as much as they can | 
do, if they can do it at all, to live comfortably on 
$3,500 a year, The judge of the district court of | 
the northern district of California, a gentleman of | 
great ability, has told me that his salary was not 
sufficient compensation for him; and he told me | 
that he was excluded by the duties of his office | 
from embarking capital in any of the commercial | 
enterprises of the day. H 

Mr. LETCHER. I am opposed to theamend- | 
ment, and I will not occupy five minutes in saying | 
all that I have to say in opposition to it. IfI] 
am not mistaken, the gentleman from California 

-is very much mistaken in regard to the salaries of 
judges in his State. One of them receives $5,000. | 

Mr, LATHAM. The salary of the judge of 
the northern district-of California was originally | 
$5,000, and he discharged the duties of both dis- | 
triets. But when a judge was appointed for the | 

y Southern district, the salary of the judge of the 
northern district reverted to 43,500 per annum. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means will bear me out in that statement. The | 
salary of the judge of the southern district was 
$2,800. 

Mr. LETCHER. It is manifest, taking the 
matter to be as the gentleman from California 
states, that the judge of the northern district of || 
California is now getting a salary equal to that of | 
a judge in the district of New York, and as high | 
as the salary received by any judge in any State 
on this side of our country. Now, what is pro- 
posed to be done by this amendment? It is pro- 
posed to almost double that salary, by the addi- 
tion of $2,000 to it, while the salary of the other 
judge is proposed to be increased in the same ratio. | 
Is this fair, when the judge in my district gets 
only $1,600, and is obliged to travel one thousand | 
one hundred miles a year, at his own cost and | 
charges, and at all seasons of the year? His; 


i 


The question was then taken on Mr. Larnam’s | 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. f 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to increase the i 
appropriation two dollars. I wish to say one || 
word in reference to this matter. The judge of || 
the northern district of California receives $3,500 | 
per annum, and E am told by the gentleman from | 
Virginia that the judge in his district gets only | 
$1,600 per annum. I tell the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia that $1,600 in his district is worth more than | 
$5,000 in the northern district of California. [1 | 
is more valuable to the judge, and will go further. | 

Now, I wish to state one fact. The judges of 


receive a. compensation of $8,000 per annum. 
Upon what basis was that compensation placed? 
Upon the California basis of compensation for 
services there. And the $8,000 paid to the land 
commigsioners is less than we pay our own State 
judges. We pay to our supreme judge $10,000 a 
year. We pay to our district judges $6,000 per 
annum. Now, what is asked here of the United 
States? These judges discharge not merely the 


| duties of the judges of a Federal tribunal; they 


determine not merely duties belonging to a district 
proper, but they determine matters belonging to 
both a district court and a circuit court, And to 
this same court are carried, by appeal, all the land 
contests of that State; and | undertake to say that 
whoever undertakes to disc e the duties of this 
office in California, isa slavew Heis compelled to 
perform services both day and night, for month 
after month. He performs duties, as judge, not 
only during the spring and fall terms, but for the 
whole twelve months of the year. AndI say that 
if you pay this additional compensation of $2,000 
per annum, you pay only a just and fair compen- 
sation for the service he renders. 

Mr. WHEELER. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia said the judges of California received only 
$3,500 and $2,800 per annum. Sir, here is the 
official register, which puts it down at $5,000. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. That was formerly. 

Mr. HOUSTON, Iwill say to the gentleman 
from New York, that after the appointment of 
judges for the southern district of California, one 
was discontinued temporarily, and the remaining 
judge received $5,000; but since that arrangement 
has been dispensed with, the judges have returned 
to the old rates of compensation. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
amendment shall be fairly considered. 

Mr. BRIDGES, Irise to oppose the amend- 
ment, but not to discuss it. J ask for a vote. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I will withdraw my 
amendment, if there be no objection. 

Mr. WALSIT. I object. 

The amendment was then disagreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I propose the fol- 
lowing amendment: ` 

After the word ‘each, in the twenty-five hundredth 
ne insert the words “fur three years ;” so that it will 
read: 

Be allowed at the rate of $2,000 per annum each for 
tiree years, in addition to their salaries as distriet judges 
for the State of California, which shall be in full for their 
servites. 

Mr. Chairman, the committee will perceive 
that the object of this amendment is to make pro- 
vision that this additional compensation shall not 
be given to these judges for life, or for a very 
long term of years. The object of this compensa- 
tion, if we allow it atall, is to remunerate them 


| for present labor in revising the work of these 


land commissioners, I have proposed to make it 
which any great amount of labor will be required. 
The committee will perceive that if it is allowed to 
run as long as there is any of this business to 
do, it may linger along for years, while the greater 
part of the labor may be performed in two or 
three years. 

Mr. WALSH. 
ment, and ask for a vote upon it. 

r. Smitu’s amendment was not agreed to. 
The question then recurred upon conegrring in 
the Senate amendment. i 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I move to 


authority, and where judges are exposed to infia- 
ences which do not operate in other portions of 
the country, to place them on salaries less than 
they can make in almost any other employment? 
If the State has found it necessary to pay salaries 


a State judiciary, do the United States want judi- 
cial officers who are less qualiñed ? 

Bat, sir, in making these remarks, I confess I 
am influenced by feelings that may not operate 


I 
California to settle the land contests of that State | 


upon other members of the committee. I know 
the gentleman who fills the office of judge in 


I Simply ask that this | 


of $6,000 or $8,000, to obtain the proper talent for | 


continue for a specific period, for the time for | 


State like California, so remote from the central | 


I am opposed to the amend- || 


North California. He has passed through the 
early settlement of the country unquestioned in 
the purity of his character. We have been told 
by the member from California, [Mr. Lataam,] 
that though restricted in his means, he has scru- 
pulously refrained from engaging in speculations 
which have made the fortunes of others, lest it 
should reflect upon his administration of justice. 
This shows him to be theman for his position, afid 
in a country where the force of law depends so 
much upon the character of ghe judge, it is policy 
to seek to retain him. 

Mr. WALSH. Who is he? 

Mr. PERKINS. He comes from the gentle- 
man’s own State. If at the bar, he could make 
ten times the amount he now receives, and I do 
not think it just to impose upon him additional 
duties without additional compensation. 

Mr. WALSH. It is very singular that the 
gentleman should have an indisposition to name 
so extraordinary a man. 

[Cries of “Question !” “ Question !’’] 

The question was taken; and Mr. Perxins’s 
amendment was rejected. 

The question was taken; and the amendment of 
the Senate was non-concurred in. 

One hundred and eighty-seventh amendment: 

Sec.—. vind be it further enacted, That so much of 
the act passed 26th February, 1853, being “An act to 
regulate the fees and costs to be allowed clerks, marshals, 
and attorneys of the circuit and district courts of the United 
States, and for other purposes, as fixes the compensation 
10 be allowed for expenses while employed in endeavoring 
to arrest under process any person charged with or con- 
victed of a crime, the sum actually expended, not to exceed 
two dollars per day in addition to his compensation for ser- 
vice and travel,” so as to read ‘for expenses while em- 
ployed in endeavoring to arrest under process any person 
charged with or convicted of a crime, the actual necessary 
expenses in addition to his compensation for service and 
travel’? 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend anon-concurrence in the amend- 
ment. I thought when the bill passed at the last. 
session that it was a bad one; this amendment 
makes it worse. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and eighty-eighth amendment: 

Seo. — And be it further enacted, That whenever it 
shall become necessary for the head of any Department or 
office to employ special agents, other than officers of the 
Army er Navy, who may be charged with the disburse- 
ment of public moneys, they shalt, prior to entering upon 
duty as such, give bond in such form and with such se- 
curity as the head of the Department or office employing 
said agent may approve. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. To make this 
amendment conform in spirit to a clause which 
was adopted by a very large majority during the 
day, I move to strike out the words * other than 
officers of the Army or Navy.” 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. t i 

The Senate amendment, as amended, was con- 
curred in. 

One hundred and eighty-ninth amendment: 

Amend the title of the bill by adding the words ‘ang 
for other purposes.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
committee do now rise and report the amendments 
to the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In looking over the amend- 
ments, I see in several of them the word ‘*&c.’? 
occurring, and I now ask the unanimous consent 
to be pelfhitted to strike it out wherever it occurs. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection; and it was ordered 


|| accordingly. 


Mr. HAVEN, I desire to say one word before 
the committee rises. The Senate have sent us a 
paper indicating that they desired to amend the 
last section of the bill by striking out these words: 

“ And further, that alk appropriations which are herein 


made, or may be hereafter made, for repairs or improve- 
ments of the public buildings, grounds, and streets within 
the District of Columbia, and now under me charge of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, shalt be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte~ 
rior; and that all laws, ov parts of Jaws, inconsistent with 


this section shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed.”” 
I wish to treat the Senate with all respect, and 
propose that the amendment be considered as be- 
fore us. It isan amendment which ought not to 
be made, and I hope that it may be non-concurred 


in. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The words proposed to be 
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stricken out area part of the original text of the 
pill, and while I am disposed to treat the Senate 
communication with every degree of respect, yet 
{ am unwilling to set a precedent for invading the 
original matter of the bill. ‘ 

Mr. WALSH. Is this discussion out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. WALSH. Then [ object to it. 

The question was taken on Mr. Jones’s motion; 
and it was agreed to. 

So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had under consideration 
the Union generally, and particularly the amend- 
ments of the Senate to’ House bill 48, ‘ making 


appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- į; 


penses of the Government for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1855,” and had instructed him to 
report back some of the amendments to which 
they had agreed, others to which they had agreed 
with amendments, and others which they had non- 
concurred in, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the appro- 
bation of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Hovsron,] I propose that the House sustain the | 
previous question, order the main question to be 
put, and then adjourn. With that view, I move 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Isa motion nowin order 
to lay the bill upon the table ? 

(Cries of “ Let the main question be ordered | 
first !’7] 

Mr. BARKSDALE, 
upon the table. 

[Cries of ‘ No, no!”’] 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw my motion 
for the present, but I shall renew it. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. ; 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I now move to lay the 
bill upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the House, 
thereupon, at twenty-five minutes of nine o’clock, 
p. m., adjourned till to morrow morning at ten 
o’clock, a. m. 


I move to lay the bill | 


I move that the 
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The House met at ten o'clock, a. m. Prayer 
by Rev. HENRY SLICER. 


The Journalof yesterday was readand approved. | 
The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. McMvz- | 


um, May, and Kerr, a committee of conference, 
to meet a like committee on the part of the Sen- 
ate, in relation to the disagreeing votes of the two | 
Houses upon the bill of the House entitled ‘$ An 
act to authorize the extension of the Alexandria 
and Washington railroad into the District of Co- 
jumbia.”’ 

The SPEAKER announced as the business 
first in order, the motion made last evening by 
Mr. Barkspae, to lay the civil and diplomatic 
bill upon the table. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
privileged question. I desire to make a report 
from the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. There is nothing in order 
except the motion to lay the civil and diplomatic 
bill upon the table, unless it be by the unanimous | 
consent of the House. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object to everything, 
and call for the regular order of business. 


CHARLES G. GUNTER. 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to make a report from the | 
Committee on Private Land Claims. It is in rela- 
tion to a private claim which has been for year: 
before the House. It has already passed the Sen 
ate two or three times. There has never been | 
any objection to it. The parties interested are | 
very much aggrieved in consequence of the delay 

. on the part of Congress to pass this bill. I hope 
the House will consent to take it up now. 

Mr. SAGE. I wish to inquire of the gentle- 
man from Alabama whether this is anything but 
a simple bill? 

„Mr. ABERCROMBIE. It is simply a Senate | 
bill of a private character, and will require no time | 


I rise to a |) 


| 


to pass the House. 
without amendment. 

There being no objection, the bill was received 
and read by its title, as follows: 


I desire to report it back 


An act to relinquish the reversionary interest of || 


the United States to a certain reservation therein 
mentioned, and confirm the title of Charles G. Gun- 
ter thereto. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE, 
state the facts in this case. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Oh, no; we do not 
want to hear them. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. 
satisfied, I will explain. 

Several Memsers. Oh, we are satisfied. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 


I will now briefly 


If the House be not 


j and passed. 


REPORTS OF SENATE BILLS. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to report back four Senate bills 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, for the 
mere purpose of reference. 

Assent was expressed. 

Mr. PECKHAM. The Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs report back the following bill, with a 
recommendation that it do pass: 

Senate bill (No. 338) * for the relief of Robert 
C. Thompson, the legal representative of William 
H. Thompson, deceased, formerly brigadier gen- 
eral in the revolutionary war.” Referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. PECKHAM. The Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs report the following bill back, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass: 

Senate bill (No. 398) “ for the relief of the heirs 
of Captain Joshua Chamberlain, deceased.” 

The report and bill were ordered to be laid on 
the table, and the former was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PECKHAM. The Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs report back the following bill, with 
a recommendation that it do pass; but with an 
amendment virtually denying the relief asked for: 


Senate bill (No. 353) “ for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Henry Kingi deceased.” Re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PECKHAM. The Committee on Mili- |; 


tary Affairs report back the following bill, with a 
recommendation that it do pass: 


Senate bill (No. 375) “ relative to the accounts 
of General Stephen Moyer.” Referred toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to permit me to report back the 
following bill, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs: 


Senate bill (No. 269) “ granting the right of 


| way over, and depot grounds on, the military 
| reserve at Fort Gratiot, in the State of Michigan, 


to the Port Huron and Lake Michigan Railroad 
Company.” . 
Unanimous consent being given, the report was 


“received. 


The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. a 


uniri STATES COURT IN BOSTON, ETC. 

Mr. WALLEY. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 
table a bill which has come back from the Senate 
with an amendment. I desire that the House 
shall concur in that amendment, and it will not 
take five minutes to do so, as there will be no ob- 
jection to it. Itis a bill to authorize the lease of 
a building in Boston for the accommodation of 
the United States court, and the procuring of 
sites for court-houses in Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia. The House have passed the bill, 
and the Senate have amended it so that the pur- 
chase shall not be binding unless the sanction of 
Congress is obtained. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken up, 


i| and read in extenso. 


| he should proceed. 


| 


Mr. FLORENCE:-: I rise to'a question-of priv- 
ilege. I move to reconsider the vote by which:the 
Senate amendment was agreed to, and also to`lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 0°. 0." 

The latter motion was agreed to...” 


HOMESTEAD BILL. n 
Mr. PHILLIPS. I move that the House pro- 
| ceed to the business upon the Speaker’s table, for 
| the purpose of taking up the Senate amendments 
to the homestead bill. 

Mr. MATTESON. | I object to the motion. |. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Then I move to suspend: the 
rules, to enable me to submit the motion. | - 

. The SPEAKER. There is already a motion 
pending to suspend the rules. There is also a 
motion pending to lay the civil and diplomatic bill 
upon the table; both of which take precedence of 
the motion proposed by the gentleman from. Al- 
abama. This motion cannot be received. ‘The 
! rules cannot be suspended at this time at all. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. [ ask, in order that I may 
understand what are my rights, whether, after 
having made this motion to proceed to the: hsi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table, which the Chair 
| saysis not of equal privilege with others already 
pending, it will come up in order when the others 
are disposed of? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to goto the busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table cannot be made 
while the others are pending. The Chair will ex- 
plain the precise condition of the business before 
| the House. The amendments to the civil and dip- 
:lomatic bill were reported from the Committee of 
ithe Whole on the state of the Union yesterday 
| evening, and the previous question ordered upon 
| them. The motion was then made that the amend- 
| ments be laid upon the table. That motion is first 
| in order. Ifit be decided in the negative, the con- 
! currence in the amendments, under the operation 
| of the previous question, will next be in order. 
When that business is disposed of, there is pend- 
| ing a motion made by the gentleman from Ala- 
| bama, {Mr. Cozs,} to suspend the rules, which 
lies over from yesterday. No motion to suspend 
the rules is, therefore, in order, until this business 
i has been disposed of. Gentlemen upon the right 
| and the left demand the regular order of business, 
| and the proposition is therefore in order. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH, of illinois. I demand 
| the yeas and nays upon the motion to lay the 
amendments to the civil and diplomatic bill upon 
i the table. 
|| Mr. PHELPS. Lunderstand that the gentle- 
i man from Mississippi, who made the motion, will 
| withdraw it. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Iwil withdraw it. 

Mr. WHEELER. I renew the motion. 

Mr. DISNEY. I rise to a question of order. 
I understand the Chair has entertained a motion 
to lay upon the table the civil and diplomatic 
bill. The point I make is simply this: That it is 
not competent for this House, having once passed 
a bill, and, subsequently, amendments having 
been made by a codrdinate branch of the Govern- 
: ment to that bill, to lay that bill upon the table. 
|| They have no power over the bill except to act 
upon the specific amendments made by the coör- 
| dinate body. There has never been, I undertake 
l to say, in the whole history of parliamentary legis- 


| lation, any other practice allowed. 

| Mr. WHEELER. Is this debate in order? 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

| Mr. DISNEY. Well, sir, I have risen to a 
i point of-order. . 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
' gentleman’s point of order. i 

|” Mr. DISNEY. I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair; and I desire to state the grounds upon 
I take an appeal. ‘ 
The gentleman has already 
stated the ground of his appeal; but, if he desires 
to repeat it, the Chair will be happy to hear his 
explanation, if it is the pleasure of the House that 


H 
|| which 
| The SPEAKER. 
i 


| i 
t 


Mr. WHEELER. I object. i 
Mr. DISNEY. I desire to state the grounds 


The Senate amendment, which was read, was | upon which I take an appeal from the decision of 


to add at the end of the bil! the following: 


Together with any contract or contracts he may make 
for any site or sites, which contract or contracts shall be 
conditional, and made subject to the approval of Congress. 


The amendment of the Senate was agreed to. 


| the Chair; for I have not yet stated then’. 1 ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair, because It is 
i laid down by parliamentary writers upon these 
| subjects, that when a bill has once passed a legis- 
| lative body, passed to another coordinate bedy,, 


with amendménts, that body has 
the bill, except to act upon the amendments which 
have been returned: to it—either to: agree, or. to 
disagree to: them. ‘The originating branch-has no 
power, overit. Itis sò expressly laid down ‘by 
évery writer on civil law. : 


The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman turn to 


no ‘power: over 


a'single writer who has so laid down? 
would ‘like 
refers? = : Ps 
Mr. DISNEY: The Chairman: will find ‘the 
matter: stated: and settled on page ninety-five of 
Jéffergor’s Manual, = s 

-The SPEAKER. The. Chair is determined in 
his ‘own mind asto the rule on this subject. It is 
in order to move to lay the amendments of the Sen- 
ate upon the table; and if the motion be agreed to, 
it carries the bill with it. The Chair has no doubt 
about’ his ‘decision; and not desiring to make a 
speech,'he calls on the House to decide between 
him and the gentleman from Ohio. 

“Mr. SKELTON. 1l move to lay the appeal 
upon the table. + 

he question was taken; and the motion was 

agreed to. 

“The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on 
the motion to lay the amendments of the Senate to 
ihe ivil and diplomatic appropriation bill upon the 
table... 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 1 demand 
the yeas and nays. - 

[ries of“ Nol”) l 
‘ ‘Mr, ORR, l hopethe gentleman will withdraw 
his demand for the yeas and nays until we see 
how the House stands by division. 
< Mr. WENTWORTH. I withdraw the demand. 

The'question was taken; and the House refused 
to lay the Senate amendments upon the table. 

_ Mr, HOUSTON, It will consume nearly the 
whole day to read the amendments, and I would 


A > The Chair 
to’know to what rule the gentleman 
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‘to have a contest with the Senate about the pay | 


of. their. officers: 


the House. > 
` Mr. HOUSTON. I merely desire in this in- 
stance to. have the amendments voted upon to- 
gether, with a view to their concurrence. - 


agreeing to amendments number two and number 
eight, which will be read by the Clerk. 


The amendments were read, as follows: 
Second amendment: : 


For compensation of the officers, clerks, messengers, and 
others receiving an annual salary, in the service of the 
Senate, $57,010. 


Eighth amendment: 


For clerks to committees pages, police, horses and car- 
ryalls, $30,000. 4 š 4 


The question was taken; and the amendments 
were agreed to. 


Twenty-second amendment, on which a sep- 
arate vote was asked by Mr. RUssELL: 


That the act approved 23d April, 1854, entitled “An act 
to amend the third section of the act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatie expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, and for other pur- 
poses,” shal) be so construed as in regard to increased com- 
pensation for the fiscal year ending the 30th June last, to 
include within ita provisions the clerks of the Department 
of State, and the clerks in the office of the Coast Survey; 
and that the chief clerk in the State Department shall re- 
ceive the same coinpensation ag the chief clerks in the 
other Departments of the Government for the last fiscal 
year, and that the money necessary to carry these provis- 
ions into effect, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union have reported against 
concurring in this amendment. 


Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


suggest, if gentlemen are prepared to do so, that 
they state the amendments on which they desire 
separate votes, and that the remainder be voted 
on en masse. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will it bein order to move 
that the House concur in the reportof the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union ? 

The SPEAKER. That may be done by unan- 
imous consent, but not otherwise. 

Mr. LETCHER. If there be no objection, I 
would submit that motion. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire that the one 
hundred and seventy-ninth amendment may be 
excepted, so that a separate vote may be: taken 
on it. Ihave otherwise no objection to the gen- 
tleman’s proposition. s 

Mr. LETCHER. Ihave no objection to ex- 
cepting the gentleman’s amendment. 

Objection was made to Mr. Lercnen’s propo- 
sition by several members, 

TheSPEAIKER. Theamendments will be read; 
and if any gentleman desires a separate vote on 
any amendment, he will rise in his place and in- 
dicate it, Then, those on which separate votes 
are not asked, will be voted on en masse. 

Mr: STEPHENS, of Georgia. A great deal 
of time will be consumed by the reading of all the 
amendments. Let each member who desires a 
Separate vote on any amendment rise now, and 
specify it, and then let us vote on the others to- 
gether, : 

The SPEAKER, That can only be done by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. MURRAY. i object; and, if allowed, I 
would suggest that the amendments be read by 
their numbers, and gentlemen can then indicate 
those on which they desire a separate vote. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the proposition be agreed ta? 

Cries of “Agreed !”” ‘Agreed 17} | 

heré was'no objection; and the proposition 
was adopted. ©. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the amend- 
ments by their numbers, when those on which 
separate votes were not demanded were passed 
over, to be disposed of en masse hereafter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Amendments number two 
and number eight have a direct relation to each 
other, They both relate to the Clerks of the 
Senate and their extra pay. f would like to have 
the House agree to. both of these amendments. 
One enlarges the appropriation, and the other di- 


The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the House will allow me, 
1 desire to make a correction in line two hundred 
and thirty-two. When the deficiency bill was 
before the Committee of the Whole on the atate 
of the Union, we allowed three $1,600 clerks to 
the Register of the Treasury; and therefore this 
appropriation of $36,950 should be $41,750. It 
will save a deal of trouble, if the correction be 
made now. ; 

The correction was ordered, and the clause, as 
corrected, reads: 

For compensation of the Register of the Treasury, and 
the clerks, messenger, and assistant messengers in his 
office, $41,750. 

Forty-fourth amendment, on which a separate 
vote was demanded by Mr. Mornay: 

For compensation of the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing, and the clerks and messenger in his office, $9,595 : 
Provided, That the joint resolution, approved the 20th Ju- 
ly, 1854, shall be so construed as to embrace the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing, and the clerks and messenger 
in his office. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union have concurred 
in this amendment, with an amendment, which is 
to strike out the proviso. 

The SPEAKER. The question is first upon 
agreeing to the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. STRATTON. I believe the Co 
the Whole on the state of the Union 
the proviso. 

The SPEAKER. Thatis theamendment which 
the House will now vote upon. 

Mr. HOUSTON, Will the Chair put the ques- 
tion in the shape of agreeing to the report of the 


ck out 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is 
ing to put it in that form. 

Mr. MURRAY. I have no objection to that. 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question wasthen put; and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the report of the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union was agreed to. 

Fifty-seventh amendment: 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Teall fora separate vote 
upon that amendment, and upon it I call for the 
yeas and nays. ; i 

The SPEAKER. TheCommitteeofthe Whole 


minishes another appropriation, I donot desire 
get í » 


i on the state of the Union recommended a concur- 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? | 
perfectly will- |) 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- | 
bama-does not seem to understand the order of 


The SPEAKER. The question then is upon 


t 
| 


ittee of 


i 


I 
j 


{ 
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i 


| Mr. GROW. 
|| ‘The SPEAKER. 


ee) < 
rènce in that amendment, with 
which the Clerk will report. == : 

The Senate amendment was to strike out from 
the following clause the part in brackets: 

For rent of house on northwest corner of Fand Seven- 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 
War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, ($21,875; 

For compensation of superintendent and four watchmen 
of the building corner of F and seventeenth streets; $2,250 ;} 
and insert in lieu thereof the following : aei 

Thirty-two thousand three hundred and seventy-five dol- 
i lars; and the Secretary of -War is hereby authorized to 
li lease said building, or some other, fora term not exceeding 
five years, at the rent herein authorized, if, in his judg- 
ment, the same shall be forthe public interest. — 7 

The Committee of the W hole amended the Sen- 
ate amendment by striking out all after the worda 
“* warming‘all the rooms in it,” and inserting it: 
lieu thereof the following: 

Twenty-one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five 
dollars: Provided, The Secretary of War be authorized to 
purchase the said building at a sum not exceeding $200,000 ; 
80 as to make the clause read : 

For rent of house on northwest corner of F and Seven- 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 
War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, $21,875 : 
Provided, That the Secretary of War be authorized te pur- 
chase said building at a sum not exceeding $200,000, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the recom- 
mendation of the Committee of the Whole was 
concurred in. ’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. The seventy-third and sev- 
enty-fourth amendments are rendered necessary 
by the adoption of a subsequent amendment of 
the Senate, authorizing the compensation for these 
officers, which these amendments were inserted ‘to 
| provide for. If the House concur in that Amend- 
ment, they should also concur in these. lask for 
a separate vote upon them. The Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union recommend a 
non-concurrence. ° ; 

The amendments are to insert, in the seven 
| hundred and ninety-seventh line, after the word 
‘* assayer,’? the words “ assistant melter and 
refiner;”’ and in the seven hundred and ninety- 
ninth line strike out the words ‘ three thousand 
four,” and insert ‘four thousand nine;” so that 
the clause will read: 


For salaries of the director, treavurer, 
and refiner, chief coiner and engraver, assistant assayer, 
assistant melter and refiner, and seven clerks, $24,900, 


The amendments were concurred in. 


Ninety-fifth amendment: 


And the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to contract for «the construction of a custom- 
house on said site, to include accommodations for a post- 
office and United States eourt-room, at a cost not exceed- 
ing $200,000. i i 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask for a separate vote upon 
that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and eighth amendment: 


For the construction of an appraiser’s store on a portion 
of the square selected for the custom-house at San Fran- 
cisco, California, including the expense of piling for the 
foundation thereof, by contract or otherwise, as the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury may deem best, $100,000: Provided, 
That the same restrictions regarding the completion of said 
work with the sum hereby appropriated, aà are. contained 
in this act concerning. the erection and completion of eus-. 
tom-houses and marine hospitals, shall be applicable there- 
to. i : 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is to provide for an 
appraiser’s store in California. It would be a 
great saving to the Government if the House 
would concur init. I ask for a separate vote on it. 

Mr. LETCHER. Flave not the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union concur- 
red in it ? 
| Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir; the committee have 
recommended a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and eleventh amendment: 


For prosecuting operations on the marine hospital at 
| Portland, in the State of Maine, $50,000. i 


I ask for a separate vote on the 


an amendment; 


assayer, melter 


amendment. 
The Committee of the 


Whole reported a concurrence in the amend- 
ment, j 


The amendment was concurred in. 

One hundred and twelfth amendment: 

To provide a suitable building as a marine hospital at 8t. 
Marks, Florida, $5,000. f i 

Mr. GROW. {ask for a separate vote on the 
amendment. ; f 
i The SPEAKER. Th 


Committee. of the 


August È, 


1854. 
Whole reported a concurrence in. the amend- 
ment. The amendment was concurred in. ` 


One hundred and twenty-eighth amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of State to reimburse to Edward 
Riddle such sums as shall be satisfactorily shown to have 
been expended by him, or which said Riddle may have 
obligated himself to pay, on account of his official position 
at the Industrial Exhibition at London, England, or so 
much thereof as shall be necessary, $26,000: Provided, 
That no portion of the payments made, pro rata, by con- 
tributors at said exhibition, shall be regarded as within 
this appropriation. g 


Mr. HUGHES. I ask a separate vote on the 
amendment. : f 

The SPEAKER. The Committeë of the 
Whole reported a non-concurrence in the amend- 


ment. 
Mr. LILLY. 


the amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken ona concurrence in the 
amendment; and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 87, nays 88; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ball, Banks, 
Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bliss, Breckinridge, 
Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cook, 
Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, 
Dunbar, Eastman, Edmands, Thomas D, Eliot, Everhart, 
Farley, Fiorence, Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 
Haven, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Lindsley, 
McCulloch, Macdonald, Mace; Matteson, Maurice, May- 
all, John G. Miller, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pen- 
nington, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David 
Ritchie, Robbins, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, 
Gerrit Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. 
Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vasant, Walbridge, Walley, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 
worth, Westbrook, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—87. 

NAY S—Messrs. Aiken, James ©. Allen, Willis Allen, 
David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Boyce, Bridges, 
Brooks, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Cobb, 
Coiquitt, Cox, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dowdell, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ellison, English, 
Fenton, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode Grey, Grow, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Henn, Houston, 
Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, eee Kurtz, Lamb, 
Latham, Letcher, Lilly, MeDougall, McMullin, McNair, 
McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Millson, Morri- 
son, Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, John Perkins, 
Phelps, Richardson, Rowe, Ruffin, Seward, Shannon, 
Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Sollers, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Stratton, John J. Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Vail, 
Wade, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wrigat—88, 


So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

Pending the above vote, 

Mr. INGERSOLL said: I am requested by Mr. 
Currine to state that he is absent from the city 
by sickness and order of his physician. 


One hundred and forty-fifth amendment: 


For continuing the work for a supply of water to the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000: Provided, 
Thatno part of the sum hereby appropriated shall be ex- 
pended until the corporations of Washington and George- 
town, or either of them, shall appropriate and pay an 
amount equal to one fourth of said sum far the same pur- 
pose, and shall agree to pay in like manner the same pro- 
portion of all futare appropriations; and full power and 
authority are hereby given to said corporations, respeet- 
ively, to raise, by loan ar otherwise, any sum of money 
that my be necegsary to enable them, or either of them, to 
make the appropriation herein required; and the said cor- 
porations of Washington aud Georgetown, and the inhab- 
itants of the said cities respectively, or the corporation 
making the appropriation, and the inhabitants of such city, 
shall be authorized to use the surplus water which may be 
brought by the Washington aqueduct, after supplying the 
Government establishments in Washington, under such 
general rules and regulations as may hereafter be prescribed 
bv Congress; and each of said corporations shall have the 
right to charge and collect of the inhabitants of such city 
such reasonable tax or rent for the use of the water as will 
provide for the regular payment of the interest, and the 
gradual payment of the principal, of any money which may 
be raised uuder the authority hereby given. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. J ask fora sepa- 
rate vote on the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the 
‘Whole reported a non-concurrence in the amend- 
ment. ma 

Mr. COOK. 1 demand the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. - 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative-—yeas 71, nays 110; as follows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ashe, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Ball, Ranks, Barry, Bell, Benson, Bliss, Breck- 
inridge, Bugg, Chandier, Chastain, Clingman, Cook, 
Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Dawson, De Witt, Dunbar, Eddy, 
Edinands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Far- 
ley, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, Goodrich, Grey, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Harrison, Hill, Hunt, Roland Jones, Kerr, 
Latham, Mace, May, Norton, Packer, Peckham, Penning- 
ton, John Perkins, Preston, Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, 
Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Shower, Witiam Smith, 
William R. Smith, Alexander H. Stephens, Heator L. 


I demand the yeas and nays on 
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Stevens, John L. Taylor, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Wal- 
bridge; Walker, Walley, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 
worth, Westbrook, and Zollicoffer—7L. 

NAYS—Measrs. Aiken, James ©. Allen, Willis Allen, 
David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Belcher, Bennett, Boyce, 
Bridges, Brooks, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, Chrisman, 
Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Corwin, Cox, Thomas 
Davis, Disney, Dowdell, Eastman, Edgerton, John M. 
Elliott, English, Fenton, Flagler, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, 
Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harian, Wiley P. Harris, Haven, | 
Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hughes, In- 
gersoll, Johnson, Daniel T, Jones, George W. Jones, Keitt, 
Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, 
McCulloch, McMuilin, McNair, McQueen, Macy, Matte- || 
son, Maurice, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Milison, Mor- || 
gan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Oids, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Phelps, Phil- 
lips, Powell, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Richardson, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Sim- |! 
mons, Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strat- 
ton, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Wade, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—110. 


So the amendment was non-concurred in. i 


One hundred and forty-sixth amendment: 

For completing the bridge over the Potomac river, near 
the Little Falls, $75,000. 

Mr SMITH, of Virginia. I ask for a sepa- | 
rate vote on that amendment. : i| 

The SPEAKER, The committee recommend | 
a non-concurrence in this amendment. | 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 
and nays. k 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded tellers. | 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, CasKie and | 
Cox were appointed. | 
| 
j 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported | 
—ayes forty-six; noes not counted. 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and fifty-third amendment; on 
which Mr. Frorence demanded a separate vote. 
For fuel for the President’s house, $1,000, ` 


f 
f 
The question was taken; and, on a division, |] 
{t 
ji 


there were—ayes twenty-four; noes not counted. | 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and fifty-fourth amendment; on i 
which Mr. Srvarr, of Ohio, demanded a separate 
vote. 

For a furnace-keeper at the President’s house, $365. 


The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes forty-three; noes not counted. 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


| 
| One hundred and fifty-ninth amendment: ji 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 ask for a sep- | 
arate vote upon that amendment; and I call for 
| the yeas and nays upon f, 

The Senate amendment was reported as fol- |! 
ows: 


| Bec. —. Beit further enacted, That the Secretary of |) 
| the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed :: 
i to cause to be constructed the following buildings : i 
At Ellsworth, Maine, for the accommodation of the cus- 
tom-house and post office, a building of brick with fire- |! 
pruof floors, constructed of iron beams and brick work, 
iron roof, shutters, sills, &c., twenty-five feet by thirty, and 
twenty-five feet in height from the foundation, to cost not 
| more than $10,000, 

At Belfast, Maine, forthe accommodation of the custom- |; 
| house and post office, a building of like materials, forty-five |: 
; feet by thirty-two, and thirty-two feet high, and to cost not |; 

more than $20,000. i 


| 
| 
| 
f 
i 
| At Gloucester, Massachusetts; Toledo, Ohio; Burling- |: 
t ton, Vermont; and Sandusky, Ohio, for the accommoda- į 
i! tion of the custom-house and post office, a building of like |! 
| materials, sixty feet by forty-five feet, and thirty-two feet | 
: from the foundation, and to cost not more than $40,000 for ! 
| each building. N 
; At Milwaukie, Wisconsin, for the accommodation of the -: 
| eustom-house, post office, and the United States courts, a :' 
| 

j 

i 

| 

! 

1 

i 

f 

1 


building of like materials, sixty feet by forty-five feet, forty- 
i eight feet in height from the foundation, to cost not more |. 

than $50,009. ! 
| At New Haven, Connecticut; Newark, New Jersey; 
| Buffalo, New York; Oswego, New York; Wheeling, Vir 
_ ginia; Chicago, lilinois; and Detroit, Michigan, each for 

the accommodation of the custom-house, post office, Uni 
į ted States courts, and steamboat inspectors, a building of 
i stohe, of like floors, beams, roofs, shutters, &c., eighty- 

five feet by sixty feet, sixty feet in height from the founda- ` 
i tion, to cost not more than $88,000 for each building. The i 
uilding at Detroit to be erected upon a water Jot belonging : 
o the United States. 7 

At Galveston, Texas, for the accommodation of the cus- 
i tom-house, post office, and United States courts, a building £ 
| of brick, of like floors, beams, roofs, shutters, &c., forty 
i five feet, by seventy feet, forty-eight feet high from the 
; foundation, with a portico on two sides, and to cost net i: 
more than $100,000. 
: At Petersburg, Virginia, for the accommodation of the 
| custom-house and post office, a building of stone,.of like 
1 floors, beams, roof, ahutters, &c., sixty-feet by forty-fiv: nj 
| feet, thirty-two feet high from the foundation, to cost not |; 
i i 
| 
i 


more than $62,000. 
The yeas and nays were then ordered. 


ži 


| David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Boyce, Brid 


Mr. MiMULLIN.. fL believe. the committee 
concurred in that amendment. Da a Bad 


The SPEAKER. The Chair eo stated. i 
Mr. McMULLIN. And the Committee- of 


Ways and Means recommended a non-concur- 
i rence, : 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know 
about that. ee 

_ The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 86; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Bell, Ben- 
nett, Benson, Benton, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers; 
Chandler, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas 


| Davis, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Edgerton, 


Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart. 


Farley, Fenton, 
Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, 


Goode, Goodrich, 


| Green, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, 
| Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Kerr, Wid- ~ 


well, Latham, Lindsley, McCulloch, Macdonald, McDou- 
gall, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Mayall, John G. Miller, Mor- 
‘an, Noble, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peckham 
ennington, Preston, Pringle, Richardson, Riddle, David 


: Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, Simmons, Gerrit 


Smith, Soilers, Frederick P. Stanton, Alexander H. Ste- 
phens, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 
Thurston, Tweed, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, 
Walley, Elihu B, Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and 
Wheeler—97. = 
NAYS—Megsts, Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
David J. Bailey, Thomas B® Bayly, Barksdale, Barty, 
Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Caakie, Chas 
tain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Cobb, Colquitt, Cox, Craige, 
Curtis, John G. Davis, Dowdell, Dunham, Edmundson; 
John M. Elliott, Faulkner, Gamble, Grey, Grow, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hons- 
ton, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Keitt, Kittredge, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, McMullin, McNair, 
McQueen, Maurice, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, 
Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, Peck, John Perkins, 
Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Rob- 
bins, Rowe, Ruffin, Seward, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, 
Skelton, William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, John 
. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Daniel B. Wright, and 


i Hendrick B. Wright—86. > 


So the Senate amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. STUART, of Michigan, moved to recon- 


, sider the vote by which the amendment was agreed 
i: to, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 


table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 call for the yeas and 
nays upon the last motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table was then agreed to. 


One hundred and sixtieth amendment: 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I ask for a separate 


| vote upon that amendment. 


The amendment was reported, as follows: 

Insert after the amendment which has just been adopted 
the following : 

Seo. —. And be it further enacted, That the several 


l sums mentioned in the preceding section of this act, as the 


cost of the buildings therein autborized to be constructed, 
together with ten per cent. thereon, to cover the compen- 


j: sation of architects, superintendents, advertising, and other 


contingent expenses, and so much as may be required. to 
purchase suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same 


are hereby, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of 
| any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : 
| Provided, That no money hereby appropriated shall ba 


used or applied for the purposes mentioned, until a valid 
title to the iand for the site of such building, in each case, 
shall be vested in the United States, and until the State 
shall also duly release and relinguish to the United States 
the right to tax, or in any way assess said site, or the prop- 
erty of the United States that may be thereon, during the 
time that the said United States shall be or remain the 
owner thereof. ` 


Mr. PHELPS. Iask for the yeas and nays 
upon agreeing to that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; snd it was de- 


‘cided in the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 78; as fol- 
‘lows: 


YEAS~—Mesars. Ashe, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Bell, Ben- 
son, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chandler, Clark, Cook, Cor- 
win, Crocker, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dun- 
bar, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ever- 
hart, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, 
Goode, Goodrich, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 


i Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, John- 


aon, Kidwell, Latham, Lindsley, McCulloch, Macdonald, 


i McDougall, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maxwell, Mayall, 


Johs G. Miller, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Parker, Penning- 
ton, Preston, Pringle, Riddle, David Ritchie, Rogers, Rus- 


sel, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, Alex- 
} ander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John 


L. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, 
Walley, Blibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
Jobn Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and 
Zollicoffer—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
es, Bugg, Caskie, 
Chastain, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Cox, 
Craige, Cullom, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dowdell, Dun- 
ham, Edmundson, John M. Evliott, English, Faulkner, 
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' Gamble, Grey; Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P: Har- 
riä, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, Roland. Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, Lamb, Letcher, 
Lilly, McQueen, Maurice, May, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Morrison, Murray, Olds, Orr, Packer, Peck John: Perkins, 
Phelps, Fhillips, Powell, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Robbins, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Sage, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, 
William R.. Smith, George W. Smyth, Sollers, Stratton, 
Andrew. Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Vansant, Daniel B. 

< Wright, aid Hendrick. B. Wright—~78. ; 


< Bothe Senate amendment was agreed to. 


-Mr STUART, of Michigan. I move to re- 
consider the vote by-which the amendment was 
concurred in, and to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. ; 

“The latter motion was agreed to. 


Qne hundred and sixty-first amendment: 


Sec. —. : And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
rected to cause to be constructed the following buildings: 
At New Orleans, Louisiana, a marine hospital, to cost not 
more than $248,000; and when said hospital shall have 
been completed, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause 
the old hospital at New Orleans to be sold, and the proceeds 
thereof to be placed in the Treasury of the United States. 

‘At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital, to cost not more 
than $75,000. 

At Pensacola, Florida, a marine hospital, to cost not more 
than $20,000, 

At Burlington, in the Stam of Iowa, a marine hospital, 
to cost not more than $15,000, 

Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That the several 
sums mentioned in the preceding section as the cost of the 
buildings therein authorized to be constructed, together 
with ten per cent. thereon to cover the compensation of 
arehitects, superintendents, advertising, and other contin- 
gent expenses, and so much as may be required to purchase 
suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same are here- 
by, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of any 
money inthe Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pro- 
vided, That no money hereby appropriated shat! be used or 
applied fur the purposes mentioned until a valid title to the 
Jand for the site of such building; in each ease, shall be 
vested in the United States, and until the State shall also 
duly release and relinquish to the United States the right 10 
tay Orin any way assess said site or the property of the 
United States that may be thereon during the time that the 
United States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 1 ask for a sepa- 
rate vote on the amendment. 

Mr. LETCEIER. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on concurring in the 
Senate’s amendment, and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 72, nays 70; as follows: 

YEAS—Megsrs. Ashe, Ball, Bell, Benson, Bliss, Car- 
penter, Chamberlain, Clark, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, 
De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Edgerton, Ed- 
mands, Thomas D. Eliot, BHison, Everhart, Parley, Flor- 
ence, Giddings, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Henn, 
Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Kerr, Lindsley, MeCul- 
Loch, Macdonald, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Maxwell, 
Mayall, Morgan, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
Pennington, John Perkins, Preston, Richardson, Rogers, 
Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, William R. Smith, Sol- 
lers; Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 
Thurston, Upham, Wade, Watbridge, Walker, Walley, 
Hliba B. Washbarne, Israet Washburn, Wells, John 
yr anwor; Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and Wheel- 
er—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Al- 
Jen, Appleton, Barksdale, Belcher, Bridges, Caskie, Chas- 
tain, Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Dawson, 
Dowdell, John M. Elliott, English, Gamble, Green- 
wood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, 
Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, Letcher, 
Lilly, McMultin, McNair, McQueen, May, Smith Miller, 
Milson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Peck, 
Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, Robbins, Rowe, 
Raffin, Sage, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelion, Gerrit 
Smith, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard H. 
Stanton, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Van- 
sunt, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—70. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama. I would ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to amend the 
one. hundred and sixty-second amendment, by 
adding to it these words: 

In the Department of State, one clerk at a salary of 
$1,200; one at. $1,400; one at $1,600; and one at g1,800. 

Twill state that I understand the clerical force 
of the State Department is totally insufficient for 

” the proper discharge of the duties devolving on it. 
The object of the amendment is simply to supply | 
anomission. Wehavegiven seven additional clerks 
to the Treasury Department, and four to the At- 
torney General’s Office. Requests have been made 
from the State Department for this increase of its 
clerical force; and, inasmuch as the object is to 
facilitate the public business, I trust that no objec- 
tion will be made to the introduction of the amend- 


ment, 
Mr. LETCHER. T should like to know 


whether the Secretary of State has applied for į 
these clerks? 


Mr. HOUSTON. l received a communication 
from the State Department. ` 

‘Mr. HAVEN if it be in time, I object to the 
introduction of the amendment. ` 
-The SPEAKER. Objection does not come too 
late. : : 

‘Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama. I-would ask the 
gentleman to- withhold his objection until the 
letter of the Secretary. of State is read by the 
Clerk? 

Mr. HAVEN. Ido not wish to get the House 
inte a snarl; and if the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways.and Means is willing that the amend- 
ment shall come in, I will withdraw my objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1-received a note from the 
Secretary of State in relation to the clerical force 
in his office, which I will ask the Clerk to read, 
although it Is a private note. 

Mr. LETCHER. Let him send an official 
communication to this House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Kis as responsible as if it 
were official. The Secretary of State has already 
sent an official communication to the Senate in 
respect to remodeling his Department. We were 
unwilling to remodel it in an appropriation bill. 
This amendment proposes to leave out all the 
details, except the provision for four additional 
clerks. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 


One hundred and sixty-sixth amendment: 


Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That all persons claim- 
ing any interest in, or portion of, any grant of land derived 
from the Spanish or Mexican Governments in Upper Cali- 
fornia, where such original grant has heretofore been pre 
sented to the board of Jand commissioners within the time 
specified in the thirteenth section of the act of the 3d of 
March, 1851, but who have failed to present to the said 
board the evidence of their derivative title to said interest 
or portion from the original grantee, be, and they are here- 
by, authorized to present the same ; and the saul commis- 
sioners are hereby directed to adjudicate the said interest 
or portion in the same manner as if it had been presented 
within the time originally prescribed by the aforesaid act 
of the 3d of March, 1851, entitled “ An actto ascertain and 
settle the private land claims in the State of California.” 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I call for a separate vote 
on that amendment. This is merely a local mat- 
ter concerning the State of California alone; and 
I hope the Flouse will concur in the amendment 
of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend 
a non-concurrence in the amendment, and the 
question is upon agreeing to the Senate amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded tell- 
ers; which were ordered; and Messrs. Henpricxs 
and Waker were appotnted. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 51, noes 87. 

So the Senate amendment was non-concurr®d 
in. 

One hundred and seventy-sixth amendment. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I call for a separate vote 
upon that amendment. Iam satisfied that it ought 
to be adopted, and that it was non-concurred in 
from a misapprehension of the facts. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 

Src. —. Andhe it further enacted, Thatso much of the act 
of the 7th of June, 1844, restricting the employment of in- 
spectors, gangers, weighers, measurers, and markers in cus- 
tom-honses to the number then in the service, as may bo 
applicable to those employed in the ports of New York and 
New Orleans, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

The question was taken upon agreeing to the 
amendment; and it was decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was non concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-seventh amendment: 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The one hun- 
dred and seventy-seventh amendment of the Sen- 


i ate is that which provides for an increase of the 


salary of the chaplains. The committee, last 
night, non-concurred in the Senate amendment. 
I think we ought to concur; and I ask fora sep- 
arate vote upon it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Both committees 
non-concurred in the amendment. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 13th of June, 1853, the annual salary of the chaplains 
to Congress shall be $750, and such sum additional to that 
elsewhere provided, as may be required to pay the same to 
the 30th of June, 1855, is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The question was taken on agreeing with the 
amendment; and it was decided in the negative. 

x x ; 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and seventy-ninth amendment. 


“Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Lask for a sepa- 
rate vote upon the amendmené, and. the yeas and 
nays-upon it. E E ERE , 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 


Src. —. And beit further enacted, That the “act mak- 
ing appropriations for the improvement of certain harbors 
and rivers,” approved the 30th of August, 1852, be, and the 
same hereby is, amended, by. striking from the clause in 
which they occur the following words: “ by the construc- 
tion of a break water across Croaton sound.?? x 


The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 57, nays 82; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Ball, Benson, Carpenter, Chand- 
ler, Clingman, Cox, Craige, Crocker, De Witt, Dunbar, 
Edmundson, English, Farley, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, 
Grey, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Howe, 
Ingerso, Johnson, Kerr, Knox, McCulloch, McDougall, 
Matteson, Norton, Pennington, Pringle, Puryear, Riddle, 
David Ritchie, Rogers, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Shaw, Singleton, George W. Smyth, Sollers, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, John L. Taylor, 
Trout, Vail, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash ~ 
burn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, and Wheeler 
—57. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken,. Willis Allen, 
James C. Allen, Appleton, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 
Belcher, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Brooks, Caruth- 
ers, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, 
Cobb, Colquitt, Corwin, Cullom, Curtis, Thomas Davis, 
Dawson, Dick, Dowdell, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, John 
M. Eliott, Ellison, Gamble, Greenwood, Grow, Wiley P. 
Harris, Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 
Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Leteher, Linds- 
ley, Macdonald, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, May, John 
G. Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Peckham, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Powell, Pratt, Ready, Reese, Robbins, Skelton, Gerrit 
Smith, William Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Andrew 
Stuart, David Stuart, doi J. Taylor, Tweed, Upbam, 
Vaurant, Wade, Wells, Danie! B. Wright, Hendrick B, 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—82, 


So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and eighty-second amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States be authorized and directed to appoint 
two persons to investigate, and collect proof, under the 
instructions of the Department of the Interior, on the dep- 
redations upon private property by the Indians in Florida, 
subsequent to the 25th December, 1835—1the report and 
testimony to be submitted to Congress at its next session. 


Mr. MAXWELL. I demand a separate vote 
onthe amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
report a non-concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr. LANCASTER. What lias become of the 
one hundred and eightieth and one hundred and 
eighty-first amendments? 

The SPEAKER. TheClerk read the number, 


‘but no gentleman rose to ask a separate vote. 


Mr. LANCASTER. 
arate vote on them, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear the 
gentleman. If it-be the pleasure of the House, 
the question will be taken separately on the one 
hundred and eightieth and one hundred and eighty- 
first amendmengs. . 

[Cries of ‘1 object!” all over the Hall } 

Mr. FULLER. Itis very difficult for those on 
the outside seats to hear what is read at the desk - 
of the Clerk, and I hope that the Delegate from 
Washington Territory will be indulged ina sepa- 
rate vote on the amendment he has indicated. | 

The SPEAKER. ls there objection ? 

Nr. CHAMBERLAIN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must enforce the 
rule. He did not hear the gentleman from Wash- 
ington Territory ask for a separate vote, and de- 
cides that it is now too late to go back. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I demand tellers on the 
one hundred and eighty-second amendment. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the one hundred 
and eighty-second amendment was non-concurred 
in, 


One hundred and eighty-third amendment: 


Sec. —. And be ii further enacted, That the seventh sec- 
tion of the act of January 18, 1837, entitled “ An act sup- 
plementary to the act entitled ‘An act establishing a Mint 
and regulating the coins of the United States,’ ?? be so 
amended as to extend the limit for the annual salary of 
clerks in the Mint of the United States to $1,800 each, from 
and after the lstof July, 1854, at the discretion of the ofi- 
cers authorized by law to appoint, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States, including also one clerk 
in the office of the assistant treasurer at Philadelphia, and 
that the salary of the chief clerk ofthe branch Mint at New 
ai shall be $2,200 from and after the Ist of July, 

54. i 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. An. error oc- 
curred in the engrossing of that amendment in the 
Senate.. In the original draft after the words. 
“ Mint of the United. States’? were these words, 


I rose and asked a sep- 


1854.. 
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“and the branch Mint at New Orleans.” The 
error has been called. to the attention of the House 
by special message from the Senate. The object 
of the insertion of these words which I now pro- 
ose is merely to place the clerks of the Mint at 
ew Orleans on the same footing as those in 
New York and Philadelphia. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The message showing the 
error is now on the Speaker’s table.. There was 
no objection, and the words were inserted. 

Mr. CHANDLER demanded tellers on con- 
curring in the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wricur, of 
Mississippi, and Cox, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 73, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

One hundred and eighty-fifth amendment: 


SEC. —. Andheit further enacted, That all appointment 
of clerks and assistants authorized to be employed in the 
offices of the assistant treasurers of the United States, and 
in the offices of the Mint and branches thereof, and the 
assay office in New York, shail respectively be made, with 
the approbation of the President, by the assistant treasurer, 
directo@ superintendent, and treasurers of the Mint and 


said branches, and assay office, as the case may be, whose į 


bonds are held at the Treasury Department in trust for the 
proper and faithful performance of iheir respective duties. 


Mr. LATHAM. I ask for a separate vote on 
that amendment. 

TheSPEAKER. The committee recommend 
a non-coneurrence, 

The question was taken; andthe amendment 
‘was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and eighty-eighth amendment: 

Mr. LETCHER. [believe itis not in order 
after we pass the one hundred and eighty-ninth 
amendment to move to lay the amendments upon 
the table; and for the purpose of testing the ques- 
tion, I move to lay the amendments upon the 
table; and upon that motion I ask the yeas and 
nays. 

r. GREENWOOD. 
House. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order, 
the previous question stiil operating. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Do I understand the 
Chair as entertaining the motion to lay the amend- 
ments of the Senate on the table? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

Mr.RICHARDSON. And that motion carries 
the bill with it? 

The SPEAKER. It does; all go together. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Have we 
ished the amendments? 

The SPEAKER. Wehave not. 

The question was taken on Mr. Lercuer’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
70, nays 113; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Abercrombie, James C. Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Benton, Bococ 
Campbell, Chamberlain, Chastain, Chur 
Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Culiom, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dowdell, Dunham, Eddy, John M. Elliott, English, Samp- 


I move a call of the 


son W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hill, Daniel T. Jones, | 


Keitt Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, 
MecMullin, McNair, Matteson, May, Murray, Norton, Olds, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, John Perkins, Phelps, Pratt, 
Ready, Reese, Rogers, Rowe, Sage, Seward, Shaw, Single- 
tou, Skelton, Andrew Stuart, Joha J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Walsh, Ellibu B. Washburne, 
Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zol- 
licoffer—70, ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Appleton, Ball, Banks, 
Beicher, Bell, Bennett, Benson, Breckinridge, Bugg, Car- 
penter, Caruthers, Caskie, Chandler, Chrisman, Clark, 
Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Thomas Davis, Dawson, 
Dick, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, Flag- 
ler, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode, Goodrich, 
Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hen- 
dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hughes, 
Ingersoll, Johnson, George W. Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Kurtz, 


Latham, Lindsley, Macdonald, McDougall, Mace, Macy, | 
Maxwell, Mayall, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Milson, | 
Morgan, Nichols, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, ' 
Peckham, Pennington, Phillips, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, || 
Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Rus- | 


sell, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, Shower, Simmons, Gerrit 
Smith, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard H. 


Stauton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Strat- | 
ton, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Van- | 


sant, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, Walley, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, and West- 
brook—113. y 

So the House refused to lay the Senate amend- 
ments on the table. 

Pending the call, i 

Mr. SOLLERS gave notice that had he been 
within the bar at the time his name was called, he 
should have voted in the affirmative. 

The Clerk then read the last amendment. 


fin 


k, Bridges, Brooks, | 
chweil, Clingman, i 


Hunt, | 


Mr. HOUSTON. The House made an order 
yesterday in relation to “ &c.’’ wherever it ap- 
pears in the amendments. I do not know that it 
is necessary to take any action upon it now; but 
I will move that all of them that occur be stricken 
out from the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. There were certain amend- 
ments recognized by the committee yesterday, 
which were sent in to the House after the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. They were not recognized. 
The message of the Senate was rejected yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understands that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union rejected the propositions contained in the 
supplemental amendments. That is the truth of 
the case; for the Speaker was in at the time. A 
portion of the report of the committee is a rejec- 
tion of two supplemental amendments. The ques- 
tion is on agreeing to the report of the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The only objection that I 
have to this course is, that it will multiply the 
amendments between the House and the Senate. 
The amendment now proposed to be read was not 
entertained by the Chair atall. I madethe point 
of order myself, and it was ruled by the Chair that 
the original text of the bill could not be touched. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will follow the 
record. 

Mr. HAVEN. I think the course suggested 
by the Chair ought to be followed. That is, to 
follow the record, and take the question on the 
adoption of the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has just learned 


to it. It cannot, therefore, be considered. 

Mr. ORR. The message from the Senate was 
not considered by the committee. 

The question was taken on agreeing to the re- 


of the Union, in relation to all those amendments 
on which separate votes had not been taken; and 
the report was agreed to. 


sider the vote just taken, by which the report of 
the committee was agreed to, and also meved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on thetable; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ORR. I demand the regular order of busi- 
ness. 
Mr. HAVEN. I desire to ask the House to 


take up and refer to the Committee of the W hole 


Mr. ORR. I object. 


RAILROADS IN ALABAMA, 
| Mr. HAVEN. Then I move to suspend the 
i| rules, to enable me to make that motion. 


pending to suspend the rules. The gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. Coss] has moved to suspend 
the rules, to enable him to report the following 
bill: 

A bill granting to the State of Alabama public 
‘| lands in alternate sections to aid in the construc- 


Mr. COBB called for tellers. 


and BarksDALe were appointed. 


i! ported ayes sixty-eight, not two thirds ef a quo- 
rum. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. ORR. 
iness. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order o® busi- 
| ness is on a motion to discharge the Committee on 
ithe Post Office and Post Roads, from thé further 
| consideration of certain memorials. 
i EXTRA PRINTING. 
i Mr. STANTON, ef Kentucky. I rise to a 


i privileged question. I have a report from the 


| from the Clerk that there is no record in relation | 


port of the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- || 


on the state of the Union the river and harbor bill. | 


The SPEAKER. There is a motion now | 


tion of railroads from Mobile to Girard, from ! 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER | 


The question was taken; and the tellers re- ; 


I demand the regular order of bus- | 


Committee-on ‘Printing, which I desire to make. 
I believe that committee have the right to report 
at any time. f ar Cte ae 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman is in order. 

Mr. STANTON. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing to offer the following resolu- 
tion: et ae 

Resolved, That there be printed ten thousand extra copies 
of the annual report of the Board of Regents of. the Smith- 
sonian Institution, including the minority report upon:the 
distribution of the fund~seven thousand copies for distri- 
bution by the members of this House, and three thousand 
for the use of the institution. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
that resolution upon the table. 

The motion was not agreed to.. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


Mr. STANTON. Iam also instructed by the 
same committee to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That twenty thousand extra copies of the re- 
port of the special committee raised upon the guano trade, 
be printed for distribution by the members of this House. 


The resolution was adopted. 


Mr.ORR. Has the morning hour commenced ? 

The SPEAKER. It has commenced. 

Mr. MURRAY. Irise to a privileged ques- 
tion. 1} desire to report back from the Committee 
on Printing Senate bill ‘ to provide for the pay- 
ment of the printing of the returns of the Seventh 
Census, and for the paper purchased for said print- 
ing.” The subject of the bill was provided for in 
the deficiency bill. I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

The motion wes agreed to. 


Mr. MURRAY. [also desire to report back 
the resolutions which have been referred to the 
Committee on Printing: 

For printing extra copies of Andrews’s Report. 
‘| For printing twenty-five thousand copies of 
| Scott’s Infantry Tactics. 
| For printing extra copies of the Alphabetical 
|| List of Private Claims. 
|| The committee report adversely; and I move 
that the resolutions be laid upon the table. 
| The motion was agreed to. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to reeon- 
i| sider the vote by which the adverse reports from 
i} the Committee on Printing were Jaid upon the 
|| table, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
| 
i 
| 


I move to lay 


| 
t 
t 


The latter motion was agreed to. * 
RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

Mr. HAVEN. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up the river and harbor bill, 
for the purpose of moving its reference to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
1 do so in order to facilitate the reference of other 
| bills, to which objection will be made, unless the 
course I have suggested be pursued. 

Mr. ORR. 1l object. 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 move to suspend the rules, 
then, in order that it may be taken up for the pur- 
pose I have indicated. 

Mr. PRESTON. Idemand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on the motion to sus- 

pend the rules; and there were—yeas 99, nays 
76; as follows: 
i; YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Bell, Bennett, 
Benson, Bliss, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
‘| Chamberlain, Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Cook, Corwin, 
Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, 
Dick, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Thom- 
| as D. Eliot, Ellison, English, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, 
Florence, Giddings, Goodrich, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, 
Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes. Johnson, 
: Kerr, Knox, Lindsley, McCulloch, McDougall, Mace, Mat- 
| teson, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, Nichols, Nor- 
: ton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Penning- 
i ton, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Richardson, 
| David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sahin, Sage, 
| Sapp, Seward, Shower, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Sollers, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Na- 
thaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Vansant, 
Wade, Walley, Elina B. Washburne, Israet Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
and Zollicoffer—99. 


i] Stauton, Hestor L. Stevens, Siratton, David Stuart, John J. 
| Taytor, Tweed, Walbridge, Walsh, Westbrook, Daniel B. 


‘| Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—76. 


< thaniel 


ob fee i ; 
Mr. SKELTON. 


oces | HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that the House do 
now proceed to the consideration of the business 
upon the Speaker's table. 7 

“Mr JONES, of Tennessee. Is that motion now 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. [f objected to, it is not. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object. 


Mr. DAWSON. Then I move to suspend the |: 


rules, to enable me to submit that motion. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. | At the expiration of the |: 


morning hour, could nota majority go to the busi- 
neas upon the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. It could. The business in 
order is the. consideration of the motion of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Jones,} to dis- 


charge the Committee on the Post Office and Post !! 


Roads from the further consideration of certain 


memorials, and that they be referred to the Com- |: 


mittee on Public Lands. 

‘Mr. ORR, I hope the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will withdraw his motion to suspend the 
rules, and wait until the expiration of the morning 
hour to go to the business upon the Speaker’s 
table, 

Mr. WHEELER. 
Pennsylvania will insist on his motion. | 

Mr. DAWSON. [ask that the question be put 
on my motion. 

Mr. PRESTON. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. _ 

The question was taken on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules; and it was decided in the negative 
yeas 81, nays 86; as follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Beicher, Benton, Bliss, Boyce, | 
Breckinridge, Chamberlain, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, 
Qobb, Colquitt, Cook, John. G, Davis, Dawson, Disney, 
Dowdell, Junbar, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, 
Edmundson, Ellison, English, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, 
Sampeon W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, 
Hibbard, Houston, Johnson, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Macdonald, McDou all, McMul- 
lin, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, 
Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Phillipe, Powell, Pratt, Richardson, Rowe, Ruffin, Shan- 


non, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, William R, Smith, George |! 


W. Sinyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Walbridge, Weat- 
brook, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—81. 
NAYS+~Mesers. Aiken, Appleton, Ball, Banks 
Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Caskio, Chastain, Chrisman, 
Churchwell, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Cum- 
ming, Thomas Davis, Dick, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, 
Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Gamble, Goodrich, Grow, Aaron 
Harian, Harrison Haven, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Dantel T, 
Jones, George W. Jones Kerr, Kittredge 
Lindsley; McCulloch, McNair, McQueen, M 
rice, Milson, Morgan, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Peck, Peckham, 
Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Seward, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, William 
Smith, Richard A. Stanton, Stratton, John L. Taylor, Na- 
G. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vail, Vansant, 
Walley, Walsh; 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Zol- 
Heoffer-—86, i 


` So:the House refused to suspend the rules, two 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. 


Mr. HUGHES, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


K Resolved, That the President be requested to lay before 
Congress, atits next session, if consistent with the public 
intereste, such information as may be in the possession of 
the. War Department, touching the cause of any difficulties 
which may have'arisen between the Creek and Seminole 
Indians, since their removal west of the Mississippi; to- 
gether with the number of Seminole or other Indians who 
have left the country assigned them; and whether they, or 
any of them, bave been engaged in hostilities against the 
people of the United States since leaving our Territory. 


PENSION AND BOUNTY LAND LAWS. 
Mr. CHURCHWELL. 1am instructed by 


Knox, Kurtz, ! 


the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions to rê- || 


pott to the House the following joint resolution: 


I hope the gentleman from | 


Bennett, i 


atteson, Maye |; 


ennington, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, | 


Etlihu B. Washburne, Israet Washburn, ; 


Resolyed;-That the Clerk. of tha House be. directed to 
| purchase, out of the contingent fund, for the use of its 
members, twenty-two thousand copies, and that the Secre- 
tary of thie Senate be directed to purchase copies, for 
| the use-of its members, of the Digest of the Pension and 
; Bounty Land Laws, prepared by F. F, C Tripplet: Pro- 
vided, That said work shall be printed on paper equal in 
quality to that on which the Opinions of the Attorneys Gen- 
eral are printed : And provided further, That the same shall 
not cost more than $1 65 per copy. 


Mr. WALSH.. I object. : 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I move asuspension 
of. the rules, that I may be allowed to report the 
resolution. 

- Mr. LETCHER. Must not that resolution go 
| to the Committee on Printing? 

| The SPEAKER. It has not been received 
| yet; but it is competent for the gentleman to move 
ii to suspend the rule which requires the resolution 
to go to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. [havea letter from 
the Commissioner of Pensions on the subject, 
which I ask may be read. 

Cries of ** Object !’} 

he joint resolution was then received, under a 
suspension of the rules, and was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. CHURHWELL. Iask the unanimous 
|| consent of the House to have a letter from Mr. 
| Waldo, the Commissioner of Pensions, read. 

There being no objection, the letter was read, as 
follows: 

i Pension OFFICE; July 12, 1854. 
Sue: You have asked my opinion in regard to the compi- 
ii lation of the Pension and Bounty Land Laws, Decisions of 
Secretaries, and Opinions of Attorneys General, now being 
made by F. F. C. Tripplet, Esq., of this city. [ have exam- 
ined several parts of this work, and have had a general 
view of the whole, and I do not hesitate to say that 
the compilation, when completed, will be of great merit 
and usefulness. It presents the various pension laws in 
such an aspect as togive something of form and symmetry 
: to our pension system, and will make the administration 
of those laws more intelligible. It is, in short, justsuch a 
work as the wants of the public demand, and should be 
generally distributed. I think it deserves the patronage of 
Congress. No member can serve his constituents better 
than to place this work within their reaeh. ‘This will 
enable them to understand weir rights, and to prosecute 
į them without troubling their Representative, as is now the 
general practice It will also greatly facilitate the traus- 
action of businessin this bureau, and make it more uni- 
form. I would commend this matter to your favorable con- 
sideration, and remain your obedient servant, 

. P. WALDO, Commissioner. 
Hon. Wm, M. CHURCHWELL. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I demand the pre- 
| vious question upon the engrossment of the reso- 
lution. ; 

On seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, there were, upon a division—ayes 64, noes 
37; no quorum voting. 

Mr. CHURCH WELL demanded tellers; which 
| were ordered; and Messrs. Litty, and Jones of 
| Louisiana, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
! —ayes 81, noes not counted. 

| So the previous question was seconded. 

| Mr. LETCHER. Is itin order now to move 
! to refer this resolution to the Committee on Print- 
| ing? 

The SPEAKER. 


It is not in order, for the 


|| reason that the demand for the previous question 


! has been seconded. 

The main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to lay that joint res- 
olution on the table. 

Mr. LETCHER.. And on that motion I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Mituson’s 
; motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
| 67, nays 88; as follows: 
: _YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie Aiken, Barksdale, Barry, 
l! Bocock, Boyce, Caskie, Clark, Òlingman, Cobb, Colquitt, 
1, Cook, John G. Davis, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
t 
j 
i 
j 
l 
i| 
i 


i! Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eviiot, English, Farley, . 


a Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Greenwood, Haven, Hendricks, 
i: Houston, Dauiel T. Junes, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
i Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Latham, Letcher, Linds- 
|| ley, Macdonald, McMuilin, McQueen, May, Mayall, Mil- 
| son, Morgan, Nichols, Parker, Phillips, Powell, Puryear, 
i! David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Ruffin, Sabin, Seward, 
; Bhaw, Skelton, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Van- 
| sant, Walbridge, Walsh, Wheeler, and Hendrick B. 
|; Wright-®67. 
| _ NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, 
i| Brec idge,Bridgea, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chand- 
i ler, Chastain, Chrisn#in, Churchwell, Corwin, Cox, Crock- 
1, er, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dick, Disney, Edgerton, John 
| M. Eliott, Ellison, Everhart, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, 
Goodrich, Green, Benn, Howe, Kerr, Knox, Lamb, Lilly, 
McCulloch, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Morrison, 
i Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Pen- 
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nington, John Perkins; Phelps, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, 
Ready, Reese, Riddle, Rowe, Russell, Sage, Sapp, Shan- 
non, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Wiliam Smith, William R, 
Smith; George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Hester L. Stevens, John 3. Taylor, Thurston, 
Trout, Upham, Vail, Wade, Ellihu B.:Washburne, Wells 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and 
Daniel B. Wright—88. ` ` : 

So the House refused to lay the joint resolution 
on the table.. . 


‘The joint resolution was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a.third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I call for the 
vious question upon the passage of the bill. ` 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does not this 
resolution make an appropriation? It seems to 
me it does, and at the rate of $36,300. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk. will again read 
the resolution. 

The resolution was accordingly read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, ‘There is no such 
fund as is referred to in the contingent fund. 

The SPEAKER. Then there is no appropria- 
tion made by the resolution. = 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is that proposition 
up for action? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair was about stat- 
ing the business before the committee, and reply- 
ing to the question of order raised by the gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee, that, in his opinion, the bill 
| contains an appropriation, and that, under the 
rules, it must be referred. The Chair overrules 
the objection made by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. The bill proposes to appropriate. the 

money out of the contingent fund of the House. 
| Mr. JONES. What has the House to do with 
the Senate’s contingent fand? 

The SPEAKER. Itis a resolution which the 
House has a right to pass, if it chooses to do so. 

Mr. FULLER, If this is a resolution for the 
republication of laws, should it not go to the 
Committee on Printing? 

The SPEAKER. It is a joint resolution, 
having the force of a law, according to the de- 
cision of those who have gone before me. It au- 
thorizes the purchase of books. It is a law of 
Congress which we are about to pass. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will there be any extra 
cost for binding these books? 

The SPEAKER. That is for the House to 
determine. 

Mr. LETCHER, It strikes me that there is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to know if that part 
of the resolution which applies to the Senate does- 
not make an appropriation? { would like to have 
the resolution read again, ` 

The resolution was again read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules: the 
question of order. The resolution provides for 
the buying of gertain books, to be printed at $1 65 
acopy, and paying for them out of the contingent 
fund of the House. It does not, according :to the 
rule, appropriate money, The Chair, therefore, 
| overrules the question of order raised by thagen- 
tleman from Alabama, © . 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia.. I desire that the. 
gentleman shall so amend his resolution as to pro- 
| vide that these books shall be bound. 
|| Mr. CHURCHWELL. I have no objection 
i to that. I accept the amendment. 3 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot ac- 
cept the amendment, except by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. lask'the consent of 
the House to make a few observations in refer- 
i ence to it, : 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ object. Mr. 
Triplett is not going to sell his book in sheets. It 
is not a book until it is bound, ` 
ii The SPEAKER. ls it the unanimous consent 
| of the House that the gentleman from Tennessee 
|| be allowed to modify his resolution ? 

i Mr. JONES. I object; and move to lay the 
| 


pre- 


!| resolution upon the table. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I submit that that 
; motion is not in order. It has been once made 
; and voted down by the House.. — S 
| The SPEAKER. The resolution has since 
| been ordered to be engrossed and read: a third 
i time, ` 
i Mr. JONES. 1 ask the yeas and nays upon 
: the motion. sexe ees ip 

The yeas and nays were ordered, | 
| The question was then taken; and it was de- 
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cided in the affirmative—yeas 81, nays 67; as fol- 
lows: ? set : 
| YEAS—Mesers. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Appleton, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Benton, Bo- 
cock, Brooks, Bugg, Caskie, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, 


Cobb, Colquitt, John G- Davis, Dunbar, . Dunham, Eddy, | 


Edmands, Thomas- D. Eliot, Bnglish, Parley, Fuller, Gam 


ble, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, | 


Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Haven, Hendricks, 
Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell; Kittredge, Knox, Letcher, 
Lindsley, Macdonald, MeMullin, McQueen, May, Mayall, 
Millson, Morgan, Mi 

drew Oliver, Packer, Pennington, Phillips, Powell, Pur- 
year, Ready, David Ritchie, Ruffin, Shaw, Singleton, 
Skelton, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, 
Nathaniel @. Taylor, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, 
Danie B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer 


is 
NAYS- Messrs. Willis Allen, Banks, Belcher, Bennett, 
Benson, Breckinridge, Bridges, Campbell, Carpenter, Ca 
ruthers, Chamberlain, Chastain, Churchwell, Cook, Cor- 
win, Cox, Crocker. bick, Disney, Eastman, Edgerton, 
John M. Elliott, Enlison, Everhart, Fenton, Florence, 
Goodrich, Green, Harrison, Henn; „Kerr, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Killy, adele MeNair, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Mau- 

tice, 
Preston, Pringle, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sapp, 
Seward, Shannon, William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L Stevens, John J. ‘Taylor, 
Trout, Upham, Vail, Ellinu B. Washbume, Wells, Tappan 
Wentworth, and Westbrook—67. , 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan, moved that the |: 


vote by which the resolution was laid on the table 
be reconsidered, and that the motion to recongider 


be laid upon the table; which latter motion was | 


“agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled | 


Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the follow- 
ing titles; which were signed by the Speaker: 

An act to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation therein 
mentioned, and to confirm the title of Charles G. 
Gunter; 

An act to constitute Tuscumbia, in the State of 


Alabama, a port of delivery, and for other pur- || 


poses; 

An act to provide for theaccommodation of the 
courts of the United States in the district of Mas- 
sachusetts, and in the cities of New York and 
Philadelphia; and 

An act granting the right of way over the depot 
grounds on the military reserve at Fort Gratiot, in 
the State of Michigan, to Port Huren and Lake 
Michigan Railroad Company. 


COMPENSATION TO A COMMITTEE CLERK 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I offer the following resolu- 
tion: f 
Resolved, That the clerk to the Committee on Terri- 


tories be, and he. is hereby, allowed the usual per diem | 
compensation received by clerks of committees, for such : 


time as he may have served on such committee, over and 


above the time specified in the resolution employing said | 


clerk. 


Mr. WHEELER. I object. 


The SPEAKER. The business in order be- | 


fore the body is the consideration of the motion 
to discharge the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads from the further consideration of cer- 
tain memorials, and that they be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr PHILLIPS. Has the morning hour ex- 

ired ? 
P The SPEAKER. It has not. It was progress- 
ing when the House suspended all rules to take 
up the joint resolution on which we have been 
acting. It is now morning. 

Mr. ORR. Is it not more than an hour since 


the Chair stated the morning hour had com-: 


menced? 

The SPEAKER. Itis an hour and a half., 

Mr. ORR. I would inquire how we are to tell 
when the morning hour expires, if it is to run by 
intervals? 
me that it runs through. 

The SPEAKER. The House suspended the 
morning hour twenty minutes before it had ex- 

ired. atlas 
P Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
motion will be entertained. 

Mr. WHEELER. [I object. 

Mr. ORR. [insist that my motion isin order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is | 


not, 
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orrison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, An- | 


orton, Mordecai t liver, Parker, Peck, Phelps, Pratt, į 


When it commences to run, it strikes || 
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Mr. ORR. . I appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 
| Mr. PRINGLE. 
now adjourn. | : 
Mr. ORR. I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas. and nays were ordered. Pa 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 86, nays 64; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bennett, Benson, 
|| Carpenter, Chrisman, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, 
Thomas Davis, Dick, Dunbar, Edgerton, John M. Elliott, 
Ellison, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Fuller, Goode, 
Goodrich, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, Haven, Hunt, Daniel T. 


I move that the House do 


| Lilly, Lindsley, McMullin, McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, 
! Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Andrew 
| Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Powell, Preston, Prin- 
e, Puryear, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, Sabin, 


i Gerrit Smith, William Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Alexan- 


Taylor, Thurston, Upham 
Walsh, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, John 
i Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Hendrick B. 
i| Wright, and Zollicoffer—86. 

i| _NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
li Wilis Alten, David J. Bailey, Barkedale, Belcher, Bo- 
; cock, Bridges, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chas- 
| tain, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Cook, 
Dawson, Disney, Dowdell, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Ed- 
| mands, English, Faulkner, Florence, Gamble, Green, 
| Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Hendricks, Henn, 
| Hibbard, Houston, Rowe, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Kurtz, Macdonald, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, May, John 
|G. Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver,*Orr, Packer, John 
Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, William R. Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John J. 
Taylor, Trout, and Westbrook—64. 


‘| So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 
i| house (at half past three o’clock, p. m.) adjourned 
until to-morrow at ten o’clock, a. m. i 


i 

i 
i 
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IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, August 2, 1854, 


| Prayer by Rev. Henry SLICER. 


i On motion by Mr. WELLER, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. i 


i EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
i| The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message of the President of the United 
‘| States, communicating, in compliance with a res- 
i olution of the Senate of the 10th July, 1854, cor- 
j| respondence and documents in relation to the 
| claims of persons for services performed, and sup- 


ti 


| plies and subsistence furnished to the Indians in 


| 
| 
| 


|| printed. 

li PETITION, ETC. 

|| Mr, FISH presented the petition of Albert 
Horn, William H. De Foust, and other Ameri- 
can. citizens recently residing at, or carrying on 
business with, San Juan del Norte, praying in- 
demnity for property destroyed by the recent bom- 
i| bardment of that town, by Commander Hollins, 
ij of the United States Navy; which was referred 


i! to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. JOHNSON presented the memorial of 


} 
t REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES., 
| Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Foreign 
Í 
| 
| 
| 


il mittee on the Judiciary; which was agreed to. 
| Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition 
‘| of William W. Gitt, assignee of land warrants 
‘| lost, praying the passage of an act authorizing 
‘| the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
issue other warrants in his favor, submitted an 
|| adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
i! printed. i 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
ii wasreferred the petition of Martin Fenwick, pray- 
i Ing the confirmation of his title to a certain tract 
of land, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 


| Jones, George W. Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, | 


i 
Bage, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, | 


der H. Stephens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. | 
Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walker, ; 


:| California, under contracts with the Indian agents | 
in 1851; which was read, and ordered to be | 


Relations, to whom was referred the memorial of ti 


Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private :| 


merce, to whom was referred.a bill to amend. the 
“Act requiring foreign. regulations of commerce 
to be laid annually before Congress,” approved 
August 16, 1842, and for other ‘purposes, reported © 
it back without amendment 7 soba Ps 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was. re- 
ferred the petition of William Black, a boatswain 
on board one of the ships composing the United 
States exploring expedition in 1838 and. 1839, 
praying to be allowed the same amount of extra 
pay as was allowed other officers of the same 
grade, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; “which was agreed to. 

Mr. FISH, from the select committee appointed . 
to inquire into the causes of the mortality and 
sickness on board “emigrant vessels, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for the better pro- 
tection of life and health on board of passenger 
ships; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FISH moved that ten thousand additional 
copies of the report of the select committee be 
printed; which motion was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John Lea, of Cincin- 
nati, representing that he has discovered á pre- 
ventive of the cholera, and praying an investigation 
into the merits of it, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to, 

ii Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Com- 
i! merce, to whom was referred the bill from the 
i! House of Representatives, for the relief of Jacob 
\| McLellan, reported it back without amendment. 
| Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the petition of Hugh 
Wallace Wormley, asked to be discharged from 
|i its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

'| Efe also, from the same committee, to whom 
|| was referred the petition of William Davie, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was or- 
dered to be printed. : 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
i the United States, by Mr. WEBSTER, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had this day approved 
and signed an act for the purchase of the copy- 
right of a work published by Thomas H. Sum- 
i! ner, wherein he describes his new method of as- 
certaining a ship’s position at sea. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


|i A message was received from the House of 
|i Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that the House had agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to their amendments to 
the bill to pravide for the accommodation of the 
courts of the United States, in the district of 
Massachusetts. ; 

Also, that they had passed the following bills 
of the Senate: 

An act to relinquish the reversionary interest 
of the United States to a certain reservation thers- 
in mentioned, and to confirm the title of Charles 
| G. Gunter thereto; and 
An act granting the right of way over, and 
| depot grounds on, the military reserve at Fort 
i Gratiot, in the State of Michigan, to the Port 
" Huron and Lake Michigan Railroad Company. 

‘| The message also announced that the Speaker 
‘| had signed the following enrolled bills: 

An act to establish a port of delivery at Lake 
Port, on Lake Pontchartrain, and for other pur- 
i: poses; f : 

' An act constituting Madison, in the State of 
Indiana, a port of delivery; 

An act creating a collection district in Texas 
and New Mexico; and we 
i: An act to constitute Tuscumbia, in the State of 
i! Alabama, a port of delivery, and for other pur- 
i; poses. . 
© Which were thereupon signed by the President 
| pro tempore. 

i WILLIAM H. WEIRICH. 


i! Mr. WELLER. Iam instructed by the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs to report back House 
| pill for the relief of William H. Weirich. If 
l: there be no objection, I ask for ite consideration 
i} at this time. 

i The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
| Whole, to consider the bill. 

i It proposes to direct the Secretary of War ta 
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pay to William H. Weirich, late second lieutenant 
of company G; ia: Colonel J. D. Stevenson’s regi- 
ment of New. York volunteers, $576 26, the 
amount-of mileage-from California to. New York, 
and two months’ pay, as were paid ‘to other offi- 
cers and soldiers of that regiment. = °°. ocs, 
-No amendment being proposed, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. : 
eS ABIGAIL STAFFORD. ` ` 
Mr. BROWN.. Some time since I submitted a 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the joint 
resolution explanatory of an act for the relief of 
Abigail. Stafford was rejected. I ask the Senate 
to.consider that motion now, for the purpose of 
disposing of the subject. If it gives rise to any 
debate, Twill consent to let it go over until next 
session. : 
Mr. HUNTER. [I hope we shall not consider 
that-now. Will a single objection prevent it? 
The PRESIDENT. No,sir. It is a question 
for the Senate to decide. 
` Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate will not 
take it up.. We ought to consider the appropria- 
tion bills. If we do not, how will it be possible 
for us to get through with the business of the ses- 
sion? 
Mr. BROWN. 
let it go over. 
The motion was not agreed to—ayes ten, noes 
not counted. ; 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

. Mr. HUNTER. Lmove to suspend all. prior 
Ordera, for the purpose of taking up the fortification 
ili. 
. Mr. PETTIT. I desire to make a report. 
“Mr. SLUDELL. I hope the Senator will give 
us an opportunity to make reports from commit- 
tees. 
Mr. HUNTER. Unless we go on with the 
appropriation bills, it will be impossible to get 
through with the business by the time fixed for 
adjournment, 
` Mr. WELLER. 
to make reports. 

Mr. PETTIT, I object to proceeding to the 
consideration of the fortification bill, until 1 have 
had an opportunity to present reports from a 
committee. 

‘Mr. HUNTER. 
for half an hour. 

Various reports and petitions were then pre- 
sented, which are stated in a former part of the 
report, for the convenience of classification. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THE SESSION. 
» Mr. SLIDELL. 1 desire to offer a resolution, 
which will save some of the time of the Senate, 
and to which I presume there will be no objection. 
It is as follows: 

Resolved, That all subjects before the Senate at the close 
of the present session, including those before committees, 
shali be continued tothe next session, and shall thea be 
proceeded with ju the same manner as if no adjournment 
of the Senate had taken. place; and the papers which have 
been referred to the committees, and may be in their pos- 
session at the close of the session, shall be returned infor- 
mally to the Secretary, and by him restored to the commit- 
tees when appointed at the next session. 


Mr. RUSK. I suggest to the Senator that that 
is already the rule. 

Mr. SLIDELL. This applies merely to peti- 
tions which are pending before committees. It is 
to obviate the necessity of the committees asking 
to be discharged from the consideration of the 
business, and having it again referred to them at 
the next session. 

Mr. RUSK. There is no necessity for that. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Secretary of the Senate 
tells me that there is, and that it will save a vast 
deal of trouble. 

Mr, SUMNER. I will inquire if theresolution 
proposed by the Senator from Louisiana is nota 
superfluity, and if itisnotalready provided for by 
an existing rule? 

Mr. SLIDELL, It is not. 

Mr.SUMNER. I think the Senator will find 
that it is a superfluity. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Thereis a joint resolution to 
which, perhaps, the Senator from Massachusetts 
refers, which applies only to bills. This resolu- 
tion is simply to obviate the necessity of commit- 
tees asking to be discharged from the business 
pending before them, and having it at the next 
session referred to them as unfinished business, 


Tf it takes ten minutes, I will 


It will not take ten minutes 


I will withdraw my motion 


lam told by the Secretary it will save time. That 
is'my only object.in offering it. .I.have no inter- 
estin the matter atal. = =. 

: Mr. BROWN. l suggest to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, though it may bea superfluity, to 
let it pass. It can do no harm, and we can pass 
it in less time than it willtake to talk about it. 

The resolution was considered, by. unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. i 


. - THE BRIG GLAMORGAN. 

Mr. SEWARD... Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the owner of the brig Glamorgan, 
praying that the name may he changed, and a 
register issued, to report ‘fa bill to change the 
name of the American-built brig Glamorgan. to 
that of Wizard.” I ask for the consideration of 
the bill now, This vessel was seized and con- 
demned as a slaver. She is a very good vessel, 
and, since her condemnation, has been bought by 
citizens of the United States, who wish to remove 
the taint which attaches to her former name. 

The bill was read a first and second time by 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It proposes to authorize the 
owner of the brig Glamorgan, of Boston, to 
change hername to that of Wizard, and to direct 
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue to her a 
register under that name, she having been con- 
demned and sola by the United States authorities 
for having been employed in the slave trade, and 
having been purchased since by her present owner. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS. 

. BUTLER. Mr, President, a resolution 
touching a question of privilege in relation to the 
right of the Hon. Mr. Williams to hold his seat 
on this floor was referred, some weeks ago, to the 
Judiciary Committee. I do not know but that I 
owe an apology to the Senate for not reporting on 
it earlier, asit is a matter which I know, according 
to parliamentary usage, should be acted upon as 
promptly as pessible; but there were papers which 
had to be produced at the instance of the incum- 
bent, without which the committee could not very 
well proceed. The committee have had the same 
under consideration, and report, by a resolution, 
that the incumbent is not entitled to his seat. It 
is a question for the Senate to say, whether they 
will consider it now, as I think they ought, or 
whether it shall be postponed. : 

Mr. CLAYTON. It ought to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

The report and resolution were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MARYSVILLE AND BENICIA RAILROAD, 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. The Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill grant- 
ing the right of way to the Marysville and Benicia 
Railroad Company through and over the grounds 
of the United States at Benicia, California, have 
had the same under consideration, and have di- 
rected me to report it back, and mecommend its 
passage. J ask that it may be put upon its pas- 
sage now. * 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall not put such 
bills upon their passage now. 

Mr. GWIN. It will take but a minute to 
consider it. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to grant 
tothe company the right of way, sixty-six feet in 
width, for their road through and over the grounds 
| of the United States at and near Benicia, the route 
across the grounds to be approved by the Secre- 
| tary of War, before it is entered upon for the pur- 
; pose of constructing the railroad, and the grant is 
| only to be made if it shall be without detriment to 
! the public interest in the opinion of the Secretary 
of War. 
|! The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


PORTS OF DELIVERY. 
The PRESIDENT. The bill of the Senate to 


Alabama,a portof delivery, has been returned from 
the House with an amendment. The Chair will 


present the amendment to the Senate for consider- 
ation. 


if 


The amendment was in. the form of an additional 
section, providing that Paducah, in Kentucky, 
Shreveport, in Louisiana, and Jeffersonville, in“ 
Indiana, shall be constituted. ports of delivery 
within the collection district of New Orleans, and 
making. the usual provision in regard to the ap- 
pointment of the surveyors of customs and their 
duties. The title was also amended by. adding 
“ and for other purposes.*’ Hian 

Mr. CLAY. I movethat the Senate concur in 
the amendments, so that the bill may be’ finally 
passed. . j 

The amendments were concurred in. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. I now move to suspend all 
prior orders for the purpose of taking up the for- 
tification bill. 

Mr. BELL. Is the half hour out? 

Mr. HUNTER, The reports have been gone 
through with. 

Mr. BELL. I. made an attempt yesterday to 
get upa private bill which came from the House; 
but on account of the objection of one Senator, 
I failed. I hope it will be taken up now. Itisa 
bill for the relief of Rebecca Baggerley. She ig 
upwards of eighty years of age, and may not live 
more than a year or two. I am sure there can be 
no objection to the bill, It grants her a pension 
of only twenty dollars a year, 

Mr. HUNTER. I agreed to give way for re- 
ports, but not for the passage of bills. L must 
ask that my motion be put to the Senate. They, 
can vote it down if they are not disposed to go on 
with the appropriation bills. 

Mr. Hounrer’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL. Inow ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to pass the bill of which I have 
spoken. 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot give way for the 
passage of bills. It is more important that we 
should go on now with the appropriation bills. 
The Senator can get his bill up at another time; 
but I do not see why, when we are about to enter 
on appropriation bills, we should suspend them 
for the purpose of acting on a private bill, 

Mr.BELL.  Itmight be acted upon and passed 
while you are finding the appropriation bill. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will inform the 
Senator that his bill can be taken up at another 
time, and doubtless it will be passed. It is a 
House bill. ` : 

Mr. BELL. Very well, sir, I will take your 


arantee. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, ac- 


ordingly resumed the consideration of the bill 
from the Fouse, making appropriations for forti- 
fications and other works of defense, and for the 
repairs of barracks and quarters for the year end- 
ing the 30th June, 1855. 
Mr. HUNTER. I will state, in reference to 
the bill, that the Committee on Finance have re- 
orted it back exactly as it came from the House. 
t has been difficult, for some years, to get any 
bill for fortifications through the House. This 
one was passed, I believe, by only three majority, 
and we were afraid to jeopardize it by reporting 
any amendment, We have, therefore, reported it 
to the Senate as it came from the House, and hope 
it will be passed in that shape; fòr we believe that 
if we make any amendments and send it back to 
the House, it will be in danger. 
The bill was read. 
Mr. BAYARD. I had intended to move to in- 
crease one of the appropriations contained in the 
bill—that for Fort Delaware—but I am satisfied, 


| for the reasons urged by the Senator from: Vir- 


ginia, that it would be impolitic to amend the bill; 
and, further, I do not think we should have time 
to get through with the other appropriation bills, if 
we amended it. I, therefore, forbear to offer the 
amendment, though I think I could give good 
reasons for it. 


Mr. WELLER. In the absence of the chair- 


| man of the Committee on Military Affairs, [Mr. 


Suietps,}] who hasbeen called away by the se- 
rious, and, perhaps, fatal illness of his friend and 


| colleague in the other House, [Mr. BisseLL,} | 


am instructed by the Committee on Military Af- 


. E oe | fairs to offer the following amendment, to come 
constitute the city of Tuscumbia, in the State of | if after the clause ‘for repairs and construction 


of Fort St. Philip, Mississippi river, Louisiana, 
$25,000:° 

And for commencing the tower, battery, and fortification 
at or near Proctorsville, in the State of Louisiana, $30,000. 


4 
: 


1854. 


e 


2079 


This has been properly estimated for by the 
Department. If any Senator is desirous of it, 
the report of the Engineer’s department can be 
read to show the absolute necessity for the appro- 
priation. ‘The letter; however, is somewhat 
lengthy. : 

. Mr. MALLORY.. Perhaps the most important 
fortification in whieh the country is now engaged, 
is that at Tortugas. We have the estimates of the 
Department for two-years in succession, upon our 
table, showing that about $250,000 would be the 
proper appropriation for that work, and that that 
sum could be most economically consumed in its 
construction. 
ever, given at successive Congresses, the Depart- 
ment has now called for only $50,000 for one fort, 
and $75,000 for’ the other. ‘That is the present 
call of the War Department, and still you have 
upon your table, I say, estimates for the sum of 
$250,000. Now, had I not a perfect conviction 
of the fact, that if you put any amendment at all 
upon the bill it must be lost, I should feel con- 
strained, in virtue of the vast importance of Tor- 
tugas, particularly at this moment, to move an 
amendment to. increase the appropriation in the 
bill, { will say to my friend from California, 
that I have had assurance from quarters which | 
am not permitted to doubt, that if we attempt to 
amend the bill, it will fail in the House; and if it 
should fail, the important works which we now 
have going on, and with the hands completely 
injtidted to the work, with all their plans to carry 
it on, must be suspended, and the implements 
sold. This little pittance is necessary, to keep it 
in progress. It would be a great national evil to 
have the work stopped; and, convinced as I am 
that it will be stopped, if we amend the bill, I am 
constrained to vote against all amendments, be- 
cause, if any be made, the appropriation for Tor- 


tugas, which is one of the most important works, | 


should also be increased. 
Mr. WELLER. I regret very much that this 
bill is in the condition in which it is represented 


to be by my friend from Florida—that if any | 


amendment should be added to it by the Senate, 
no matter how necessary it may be, the bill will 
fail. I have felt it to be my duty to present this 


amendment, not only because the work is impor- | 
tant in itself, but because the Committee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs, who had charge of the subject, have 
directed me to do it. { know nothing with regard 
to it except what appears from the papers sent to 
us from the department, They show that it is 


absolutely indispensable that the appropriation | 


should be made; and I hope, sir, that it will not 
endanger the passage of the billin the other House. 


I should be very sorry if we found ourselves, in | 


the latter days of the session, placed in a position 
to be compelled to refuse important works simply 


because the House of Representatives would not | 


agree to them. Ido not believe that amending 


any of these appropriation bills, in a proper way, | 
and for public works of acknowledged utility, will | 


endanger its passage in the slightest degree. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I would ask my friend from 
Florida whether the appropriations to which he 
alludes as contained in this bill, coming to us from 
the House of Representatives, is not in accordance 
with the estimate of the War Department? He 
thinks that a large sum may be judiciously ex- 
pended. It appears that the Secretary of War 
entertains a different opinion, and it has been left 
to us not to exceed the estimates of the War De- 
partment. In relation to the amendment offered 


by the acting chairman of the Committee on Mil- |! 
itary Affairs, E have to say that it is one of the || 


most important and absolutely indispensable 
points to be fortified for the protection of the great 
commercial city of New Orleans. Proctorsville, 
where it is contemplated to build the fort, is situa- 
ted at the terminus of a railroad some twenty-eight 
or thirty miles long, making a most direct and 


easy communication from the sea to the city of |; ; € i 
! considerations which do not apply to other works 


New Orleans. 
pensable for the protection of that city. 
cannot appreciate the force of the argument adopt- 
ed by the Senator from Florida. He says, that 
if we put any amendment upon the bill, it will 
be lost. He is more familiar with legislative 


I look upon it as absolutely indis 


forms than [ am, but my impression is, that if the ; 


amendment be agreed to by the Senate, it will be 
submitted to the House for concurrence. The 


If they do not concur, we shall have resort to a 


In the face of that opinion, how- į 


Í really 


committee of conference. I think I have never 
known an appropriation bill lost under such cir- 
cumstances. “{ wish this amendment to be agreed 
to by the Senate; and if the House be obstinate in 
objecting to its introduction, I shall yield with the 
best grace that I may to inevitable necessity. I 
ask the Senate,if there be any doubt upon the 
subject, to have the Secretary read from the report, 
which will entirely satisfy them that there is not 
oneitem in the bill more meritorious, than this. 

Mr. WELLER. I have only one additional 
remark to make. In consequence of the peculiar 
position in which this bill has been placed, the 
committee on Military Affairs have concluded to 
report but this amendment. Ordinarily that com- 
mittee have presented a good many amendments 
to the fortification bill; but, I repeat, in conse- 
quence of the peculiar circumstances attending the 
condition of this bill, they have but this small 
amendment to offer, 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall be able to act 
on this bill speedily. Itis impossible for us to de- 
bate these appropriation bills at any length. The 
House has probably passed the last which it has 
before it at this time, the civil and diplomatic bill. 
I merely throw out this suggestion for the con- 
sideration of Senators. 

Mr. MALLORY. It is with a great deal of 
regret that I say anything against the amend- 
ment for New Orleans. I know it is important, 
and | regret very much that itis not in the bill. As 
to the estimate of the Department, it bas for years 
estimated for fortifications, but the House of Rep- 


į resentatives have refused to passa fortification bill 


at all, and this is the first which we have hed un- 
der the estimate, They have framed this after a 
deliberate examination of the whole subject, and 
they have not proceeded upon the estimates weh 
the Department furnished. The estimate for the 
works to which I refer is in these words: 


‘©The most economical, as well the most expeditious 

mode of completing these works, would be to appropriate 
for each port, at once, the whole sam stated in the estimate 
as necessary for its completion, namely: 
For Fort Taylor......cssccceessceneee < e e $730,000 
For Fort Jefferson ...ssesessassererese seses eee 889,662 
sivinggpptbority to thePresident to assign annually, or from 
time ime, as large a portion thereof as should be found 
compatible with an advantageous prosecution of the ope- 
rations, or as public exigencies should, in his opinion, 
seem to require. 

‘¢ With such grants the works need never be suspended. 
The most favorable times for making contracts, procuring 
supplies, and pressing various kinds of work could always 
be profited by, and a large sum in contingent expenditures 
—inereasing rapidly with the extension of the time, and 
scarcely at all with the enlargement of foree—would be 
saved. 

‘<The next best mode would be to appropriate a much 
larger amount annually for each fort than heretofore. 

‘The sum of $150,000 might be advantageously expended 
next year on each ; and, should it be deemed important to 
press on the constructions more vigorously, disposition 
may be made for an advantageous application of the sum 
of $250,000 to each.” 


Néw, if E were not convinced that the incorpo- 


‘ration of an amendment would give rise to an 


examination of the bill in the House, and toa 
committee of conference, and that it would delay 
if not defeat the bill, I should certainly not put 
myself in this position in voting against an amend- 
ment, knowing its importance. But J have seen 


‘| members of the House, who are supposed to be 


well informed on this subject, and i have seen the 
engineer of the Department, and after mature de- 
liberation, [ have become convinced that, by 
amending it, we may defeat the passage of the bill 
entirely; and it is for that reason that I am op- 
posed to the amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD. I agree with the Senator from 
Florida. If this debate were prolonged, I could 
readily show that the work, the appropriation for 
which I would desire to have increased, is just as 
important as any one which is before us; and in 
addition to that, the faith of the Government is 
plighted to the construction of that work, and has 
been broken for twenty years past. These are 


Bat I do not wish to detain the Senate under the 


© circumstances surrounding this bill. Sir, we must 


; | 
House may refuse to concur, or they may concur. | 


now look to this fact. You have the Army bill 
untouched here; you have the Navy bill untouched 
here; you have bat two days of the session left; 
you have no bill before the House of Representa- 
tives except the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill; and if one amendment is offered and adopted 
to this bill, no Senator, with the opinions he en- 


tertains of important works in his own vicinity, 
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|! the bill down with amendments. 
|! viction, I am perfectly willing that the bill should 


will fail to insist that they should be properly ap- 


gered. I understand that it passed by bút a ma- 
jority of three votes in the House. J, therefore, 


jatal. Under these circumstances, F shall. vote 
against the amendment. ` Y oe 
Mr. RUSK. The very argument made use of 
against the amendment would induce me to vote 
for it. It is stated that for a number of years. the 
House of Representatives have absolutely refused 
| to make appropriations of this description, and 
that this bill passed by a majority of only. three 
| votes. It is admitted on all hands that there ought 
i to be amendments to it, and the argument used 
i against amending it is that it will cause the’ loss 
| of the bill in the House. That is no sufficient 
argument to me. f doubt the policy of these ex- 
penditures. I am inclined to concur. with the 
minority of the House upon the subject; but if 
they are to be made at all, there. should be some- 
thing like equality and justice in them. I doubt 
| the policy of this general system of fortifications 
any way,and I very much doubt the policy of 
making these small appropriations. A fortifica- 
tion is a thing which must be made ‘according to 
some system. he expenditure of $25,000 would 
do no good so far as a fortification is concerned. 
How is it possible for those who expend ‘the 
money to know upon what plan to begin the work, 
because future appropriations to carry it on ac> 
cording to any system are admitted to be ex- 
tremely doubtful, inasmuch as Congress for a 


priations, and now by a very small majority the 
: House passed this bill, and when we are told that 


may be, the entire bill will be lost. I believe,you 
| had better take the money which you appropriate 
| for these objects, and pay it to the officers. and 
i soldiers of the Army. I think that would pro- 
| duce a great deal more efficient defense of the 
country than by expending it for fortifications. ` 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I take it for granted 
that the amendment is a legitimate one, and, under 
ordinary circumstances, I should vote to incorpo- 
rate it in this bill; but we cannot shut our eyes to 
the fact that we are near the close of the session, 
and that all the bills alluded to by the Senator 
| from Delaware wait for the action of this body; 
and the prospect is, that the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill will engage the attention at least 
of a committee of conference between the two 
Houses. I know nothing of the merits of the 
amendment. I take it for granted, on the estimate 
of the War Department, that it is proper, and, 
-under proper circumstances, I should vote to in- 
corporate it into the bill; but we must look now 
at the condition in which the bill stands, in acting 
uponthe amendment. I havean amendment, sir, 
which I should desire to offer, one that I believe is 
essential, one that is important to the sea-coast 
which we have at Alabama, and that is for the 
construction of a fortification at the mouth of 
Mobile bay; but with all my anxiety to get it 
adopted, and to have the work in progress, Í am 
willing, under the circumstances which surround 
us, to forego offering it as an amendment. If, 
however, the bill isto be amended, I could not 
; consent to withhold it, and F shall press it upon 
the Senate. I have uniformly pressed it on the 
consideration of the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance, but he, from a very solemn sense of 
his duty, has resisted my application to recom- 
mend the amendment to the bill. If we open this 
bill to amendment, and impede its progress through 
this body, I could not consent to withhold it. No 
gentleman can be more desirous to press an 
amendment of his own than I am to press this; 
i but I feel satisfied that, if the amendment of the 
Senator from California be adopted, we shall Joad 
Under this con- 


| pass as it is, withoutany amendment. I think it 
| due to the public service, and due to the country, 
! that it should go from this body without sending 
‘it back to the House with amendments to beacted 


|: upon there. 


Mr. PRATT. This bill contains very many 
| appropriations for the completion of forts and for- 
| tifications, which have all been commenced. The 
‘amendment, if I understand it, is for a new work 
i not heretofore commenced, one which Iam sure 


i 
Lis very desirable to the country, and would be ben- 


propriated for, and thus the bill would be endan-- 


think it would be exceedingly unwise to. amend it - 


number of years have refused to make the appro- 


if we receive any amendment, however just it. 


ta 


Pr 
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éficial; butit is for a new work. The money 
which it proposes to. appropriate is not to be èx- 
pended towards the completion of a work already 
conimenced under; the antecedent policy of the 
Government, but it is for the commencement of a 
new. work. _I shall be compelled, in order- to 


‘secure the advantages. which: this bill does give 
towards the completion of the works already com- | 


tmhenced, to vote against this ameridment, as wellas 
every other amendment that may be offered. 


- : There is one other consideration which I desire 


to submit. -- Under the present condition of your 
Army you cannot man your forts. Those already 
established upon the Mississippi river, above 
New Orleans, have not more than one old man in 


them to sweep them, out. If you should go to | 
war with Spain, it could send over from Cuba a | 


suficient force, before we could find men to man 
them, to take them; and it would require millions 
of dollars to be expended by the Government for 


the purpose of getting them out. The true policy, : 
therefore, Í think, would be to enlarge the Army, | 


30 ás to` put some force in the forts already exist- 


ing. 52 

Mtr. SLIDELL, E know how -precious time 
is, and J shall detain the Senate but a moment. 
The Senator from Maryland objects to the amend- 
ment,on the ground that it is for the commence- 
ment of a new work. There are several other 
items of the same character in this bill. I will 
not say another word on the amendment. I will 
simply ask the Secretary to read ‘the letter from 
ngineer Department on the subject. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, i 
WASHINGTON, 18ih March, 1854. 


“YY ‘Gngs Ln ariswer to-the letter of the Military Committee 
` of thé Senate, inclosing resolution of the Senate, instruct- | 
ing them, to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 


p ation for. the construction of a fortification at or near 
roctoraville, Louisiana, referred to this office for report, 
Thave:the honor to state that the importance of construct- 
ing ag speedily as possible a small detensive work at Proc- 
‘or’s Landing has been frequently urged by this Depart- 
ent. 

On this subject, I beg to refer to my annual report, dated 


November Ist, 1845, in which itis stated, as to Proctor’s i 


Landing: 


“From the landing above named to the city of New : 
Orleans, a distance of about twenty-eight miles, there isa | 


beautiful road, one of the best in the State; and not a sin- 


gle obstacle, natural or artificial, now exists, to prevent or | 


impede. an enemy debarking at Proctor’s from marching 


troops of all kinds, with baggage and artillery, directly up | 


to the city ; and there is nothing, moreover, to prevent his 
reaching that landing place in boats. An expedition fol- 
lowing this route would encounter none of the impedi- 
ments which the English found to be nearly insurmount- 
ahle in the route they followed in approaching the city. 
Why the defense of this avenue was not provided for in 
the system proposed by General Bernard, I have not been 
able to divine. At any rate, now that the other channels 
of approach are for the most part provided with adequate 
fortifications, this demands an immediate attention. The 
defenses should consist of an inaccessible tower of capacity 
sufficient to accommodate a small garrison ;‘and an exterior 


battery competent: by its fire to prevent the approach of | 


boats, for both which an estimate will accompany this re- 
port. Itis presumed Congress will not hesitate to grant 
the proper appropriation. ”” 

In a letter to the Secretary of War, December 27, 1845, 
it is stated: 


“+ Proctor’s Landing is without defense; but as“an excel- | 
lent road leads from this landing place directly to the city | 


-distance twenty-eight miles—it is of the first importance 
that it should be occupied without delay, and we only 
await the sanction of Congress. The defense should bea 
strong tower surrounded by a battery.” 

„Jna letter to the Secretary of War, February 27, 1846, 
the Department had occasion to report as followsin answer 
to à call from the Senate for information as to the project 
for defense at the place in question : 

“In the spring of 1841, on a personal examination made 
by me of the environs of New Orleans, I became satisfied 
that an avenue which had been entirely neglected, if not 


overlooked, was in fact one of the most practicable routes | 
to the city, and one most easily availed of by an enemy. ; 
The attention ofthe Government was accordingly directed i 
to this circumstance, as well as to the probability that other | 
undefended approaches might also exist, to settle which | 
doubt an accurate reconnoissance was recommended ofall | 
This reconnoissance, subsequent surveys of | 


that region. £ 
the particular locality, and an examination made by me in 


person, having confirmed the first impression, this Depart- i 


ment has two or three times, in its reports to the Secretary 
of War, repeated its views as to the necessity of a work at 
the point mentioned.” 


In a letter to the same functionary, April 3, 1846 : 


“ Next, at the southern end of Lake Borque, is Proctor’s | 
Landing, from which point a good road conducts to the i 


city. Works have been projected for the defense here, but 


their erection has not yet been authorized by Congress. ; 


They should be begun and finished as soon as possible.” 

The above quotations are given to show. the opinions on 
this subject entertained for several years in this Depart- 
ment, aud the anxious desire to secure their favorable con- 
sideration by the Government. 


Ihave now only to add, that a grant, at the present ses : 


|| amendment; and the question was stated to be, | 


| min, Brodhead, Butler, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, 


ij get out of Executive session in twenty minutes, if 


H 
| 
i! noes 17. 
| mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill | 


ij 
a 
| 
| 
l 
{ 
l 
i 
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| 
| 
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sion, of $30;000 for the proposed tower dnd battery, would || six mails, at all events, to Key West during the 


be regarded as a very important contributién to the security. 
of the city of New Orleans, enabling us to enter very effect- 
ually-upon the commencement of the. work. oa 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, ` JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, | 

Brevet- Brigadier General United States Engineers. ` 

Hon. Jerr. Davis, Secretary of War. . 

The question was taken on theamendment; and 
it was rejected—ayes 8, noes not counted. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


“ Shall the bill. be read a third time?” 

Mr. CHASE. I ask for the yeas and nays. | 
` Mr: HUNTER. I hope the Senator will let 
the bill be ordered to its third reading, and ask | 
the yeas and nays on its passage. 

Mr. CHASE. That will answer my purpose. 

The bill was. ordered to a third reading. It | 
was read a third time; and on the question of its | 
passage, the yeas and nays were ordered and | 
taken, and resulted—yeas 35, nays 9; as follows: | 


YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Benja- 


Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Evans, Fessenden, 
Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, Hunter, James, Johnson, ! 
Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Morton, 
Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stu- 
art, Walker, Weller—-35. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Bright, Brown, Chase, Gillette, Hous- 
ton, Rusk, Sumner, Toombs, and Wade—9. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BRILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. I now move that the Senate 
proceed to the. consideration of the Post Office 
pd aT bill. i 
rẹ>MASON. I submit to my colleague that 
we ought togo into Executive session for twenty | 
migutes. The Senate is now full, and it is very | 
ddrable to have an Executive session. | 
r. HUNTER. If we go into Executive ses- 
sion, we shall spend the remainder of the day | 
there, and have no time for the appropriation | 
bills. I shall be willing in the evening to go into | 
Executive session, if we can have the morning for | 
the appropriation bill. The House will soon get 
through with the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill, and then they will have no other appro- 
priation bill on which they can be acting. 
Mr. MASON. My colleague knows that late | 
in the evening we cannot geta full Senate, and, | 
therefore, I ask that we may go into Executive 
session now. I hope the motion of my*colleague 


} 
if 
ł 
| 


| 
| 
| 


will not prevail. i 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the question will be | 
taken. 


Mr. SEWARD. I think we shall be able to 
we goin now., If we wait until night, we may 
be in a great deal longer. I hope, therefore, the 
motion of the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance will not be agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think it is to be presumed | 
that there will be a full attendance of Senators | 
here all day. We are near the close of the ses- 
sion, and it is known that it is necessary to have | 
a full attendance in order to transact the public 
business. The best way in which we can divide 
our time is to take up the appropriation bills now, 

Mr. STUART. Let us have a vote. We 
spend more time in talking about what to do than 
it would take to dispose of a great deal of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Hunrer’s motion was agreed to; ayes 20, | 
The Senate accordingly, as in Com- : 


f 
| 
| 


from the House of Representatives, making ap- i 
propriations for the service of the Post Office De- | 
partment for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1855. 

Mr. RUSK. Iam instructed by the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads to offer several ' 
amendments. The first is to add the followiug as | 
a new section: i 

Suc. —. And be it further enacted, That hereafter the | 
Postmaster General be authorized and directed to continue i 
the mail service between Charleston, Key West, and Ha- | 
vana during Augustand September by a competent steamer, | 
as it is now being performed during ten months of the year, i 
and that to enable him to do so $10,008 are hereby appro- | 


priated, out of any money in the Treasury uot otherwise ap- | 
propriated, H 


the year. For two months, the most important | 
time of the year, the mails are not carried under | 
the present contract. The amendment only au- 
thorizes the filling of it up. It would give twenty- 


j 
1 


i 
1 


The contract at present furnishes the mail be- 1 
tween Key West and Havana for ten montha in d 


year. 
Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays, 
and-they were ordered. erie i 
Mr. MALLORY. Theamendmentaüthorizes 
the Postmiaster General, as I understand it, to 


i| carry the mails two months in the: years when 


they are not now carried. Iwill say to the Sen- 


i| ate, in relation to it, that the town to be supplied 


with the mails by the appropriation, is the largest 
town in the State. The population is thréé‘thou- 
sand. It is the county seat. It hasa military 
station also, [t contains military barracks; and 
they. have, in progress of construction, two large 
fortifications. A number of smaller places are 
dependent upon this place for mails, and ithas now 
but twenty mails per annum. 

Mr. BAYARD. My objection to the amend- 
ment is, that it ought to be in the post route bill. 
There is nothing like itin this bill. Itis not of- 
fered in its proper place here. 1 shall therefore 
vote against it without knowing whether such a 
provision ought to be made or not. This isa 
mere appropriation bill in every respect, and the 
amendment is to establish a postroute. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted—yeas 34, nays 9; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benjamin, Brown, Butler, Chase, 
Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Fes- 


I| senden, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, James, John- 
i| son, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 


‘erton 

Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Summer, 

Toombs, Wade, Walker, and Weller—34, 
NAYS-~Mesars. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bright, Brod- 


head, Clayton, Fish, Gillette, Pearce, and Rusk~-9. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RUSK. Iam directed, by the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

For the creation of post routes, as contained in the bili 
passed at the present session of Congress establishing routes, 
$1,000. 

That is according to the estimate of the Depart- 
ment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RUSK. I offer the following amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That there be allowed 
and paid to the postmaster of Washington city, District of 
Columbia, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, & commission of one mill per pound upon ‘the 
aggregate weight of the public documents printed by order 


i} of Congress, and deposited in the office of the said post- 


master to be mailed; said allowance to commence with the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1853, and be computed for the 
first year, from the ascertained weight for the month of 
January, 1854 ; and that said postmaster be required to pay 
out of said commissions to the clerks and other employees 
in his office a sum not exceeding $250 per annum, as com- 
pensation for the extra labor performed by them in the as- 
sortmeat and mailing of said documents ; and that he be re- 
quired to account for and settle with the Post Office De- 
partment for the disbursement of those commissions, and 
any surplus that may remain, in the same manner as is now 
required in the settlement of his other accounts. 


Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope we shall not put that 
matter in this general appropriation bill. We 
ought not to touch the question of the compensa- 
tion of clerks and postmasters in this bill. If we 
begin with the question of the compensation of 
postmasters, I do not know where we shall find 
ourselves. f hope the amendment will not be 
agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. The compensation of postmasters 
and clerks everywhere, except in the city of Wash- 
ington, has been provided for by a bill which we 
have passed. ‘These clerks, as appears from thè 
evidence before the committee, labor as hard as 
any clerks in the city of Washington. They have 
several times petitioned to be put upon the same 
footing with the clerks in the Department, but inas- 
much as they do not belong to the Department, 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
believed “it best to put them on an equality with 
other clerks in the city of Washington, or as near 
as may be so by this method. It will bea very 
small charge on the immense amount of printed 
matter which passes through the office. They 
have very laborious duties to perform, and their 
salaries are very low. One thing will result from 
the adoption of this amendment, you will as- 
certain precisely, the amount of matter which” 
passes through the city of Washington, which is 
very important. 

Mr. PRATT. Before my honorable friend 


|i takes his seat, I shall be giad to know what will 


be the probable addition to the compensation of the 
clerks by this amendment? 
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Mr. RUSK. They are to get a mill on every 
pound of public documents sent through the office. 

Mr. PRATT. What will that pay all the em- 
ployees in the post office? 

r. RUSK. I have an estimate here, from 
which an idea may be formed. From the ac- 
count which was kept for the month of January, 
1854, of letters and documents sent through the 
post office of Washington city by the members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, they 
were found to be as follows: There were sent 
through the office, franked by members of Con- 
gress, seventy-seven thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-seven letters, weighing three thousand 
four hundred and forty-six pounds, the postage 
of which, prepaid, would have been $4,663 44. 
In the same month six hundred and ninety-three 
thousand five hundred and eight pounds of public 
documents were sent, the postage on which, at 
the prepaid rates, would have been $100,961 20. 
That is for one month. The number of clerks 
and employees in the office is thirty. The chief 
clerk has a salary of $1,800 ayear. Then there is 
one clerk ata salary of $1,500, three at a salary || 
of $1,400, one at a salary of $1,300, two at a sal- 
ary of $1,150, two at $1,000, two at $900, and 
sixteen all under $900, getting about $750 each. 

Mr. BAYARD. | trust this amendment will 
not be adopted. It relates merely to the increase 
of compensation of the postmaster and clerks, in 
my judgment without any sufficient data as to 
extent to which you are going to increase it. You 
are going to pay at the rate of a cent on every 

ound. 

Mr. RUSK. Amill. 

Mr. BAYARD. A mill on every pound of 
public documents. They are franked, and car- 
ried without cost to individuals, but are a charge 
on the Government. You are going to increase 
that cost, and without, as I see, any sufficient 
data to justify the increase. - We have no evi- 
dence here of what is the compensation of the 
postmaster of Washington, which justifies making 
this increase, nor is there any sufficient data to 
show to what extent the inereade will go. Further, 
the amendment is retrospective. It goes back to 
the Ist of July, 1853. I moved the other day, by 
the instruction of the Committee on Public Build- 
ings, at the request of the Postmaster General, an 
amendment to thecivil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill, for the purpose of the enlargement of 
the post office, which, according to the statement 
made by him, was absolutely requisite for the 
convenience of the public officers. It was voted 
down without a moment’s hesitation. Here you 
propose to increase the pay of officers whose com- | 
pensation is already quite sufficient, I should pre- 
sume, from the ordinary emoluments of post- 
masters, and the quantity of business transacted 
here, and to increase it not only by paying them |: 
for the future, but it is retrospective in its opera- 
tion, and that, too, in an ordinary appropriation |; 
bill. Ithink if this matter is to be allowed, if 
this change is to be made in the mode of compen- |, 
sation of the postmaster here, there are other | 
cases in which changes also might be desirable. 
But if it is desirable, it ought to come up in a sep- | 
arate bill, where it would be more maturely con- 
sidered. I am opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. Lhope that the amendment 
will be agreed to. The clerks in the city post 
office are the only employees of the Govern- 
ment in Washington, that have not had their com- 
pensation increased. We can find no better place 
in which to increase it than in this bill. It will |. 
produce no difficulty at all. 

Mr. EVANS. fÍ desire to say a word in re- 
gard to the amendment. Is there any occasion 
for an increase of salaries, when for every vacancy 
there are fifty applications? My motion is that į 


you should give a salary which will compensate, |; 
and which will induce competent men to take the | 
office. Now, it is notorious that for every vacancy 
there are at least fifty applications. These people 
work till three o’clock and no longer. The argu- 
ment, if it proved anything, would prove that you 
needed an additional number. They work till | 
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three o’clock, and then the office is closed, and 
they do not work afterwards. 

Mr. RUSK. If the Senator will allow me, 
they work about twelve hours a day. This is 
not afi amendment in relation to the clerks of the 
Post Office Department. It relates to those in the 
city post office, and they work more than twelve 


| hours a day. : 


Mr. MORTON. Being a member of the com- 
mittee who reported the amendment, I beg leave 
to say afew words. I know not whether this be 
the proper bill in which to introduce an amend- 
ment of this kind or not, or whether this is the 
proper manner for increasing the compensation of 
the clerks; but this I know fall well: there is no 
corps of clerks in the employ of the Government 
more competent, and who perform more laborious 
duties, than the corps of clerks in the Washington 
city post office. This modeof compensating them 
will be no direct draft on the Treasury. The 
whole amount, if distributed between them, will 
not be more than $250 to each as the increase of 
their compensation. They labor from twelve to 
fourteen hours per day, and many of them fifteen 
or twenty hours. Many of them receive less than 
$800 each per annum. T presume there is no ap- 
propriation bill more proper in which to introduce 
the amendment than the post office bill itself. I 


| shall certainly vote for the amendment, unless 


Senators will suggest a more proper bill in which 
it should be placed. 

Mr. BAYARD called for the yeasand nays on 
the amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. WALKER. [hope the amendment will 
be agreed to. Our documents have to be distrib- 
uted at this point. From here they are radiated 
all over the country. These clerks are certainly 


| more poorly paid than any other clerks in this 
i city, and the mode of compensation proposed is 


more just than any other—this being, for the ex- 
tra labor, only the small pittance of one mill on 
the pound, as mentioned in the amendment. The 
aggregate cannot go beyond the increase men- 
tioned, for if the amount in the weight of the 
public documents should go beyond that, they 
cannot receive for it. For one, I shall vote for it 
cordially. I hope it may be adopted. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not think it exactly ap- 
plies to the extra labor. I presume the case 
occurs to other members of Congress as it does to 


myself. All the documents, at least during the | 
| short session, are sent to me here in one bag. 


The labor is performed by the local officers in my 
State. That is constantly done during the short 
session. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays on 


| the amendment; and resulted—yeas 27, nays 11; 


as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Benjamin, Brodhead, 
Brown, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, 
Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Houston, James, Johnson, Jones of 
Jowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Morton, Rockwell, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Toucey, Wade, 


i and Walker—27. 


NAY S—Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Bright, Chase, Clay, 
Clayton, Foot, Geyer, Hunter, Pratt, and Toombs—11. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RUSK. I have another amendment, to 
which I think there will not be a dissenting voice: 

Src. —. Andbe it further enacted, That the surviving 
late Vice President of the United States shall have, during 
his life, the same authority to frank letters and other mail 
matter, which he possessed while in office, and the same 
authority shall belong to the future Vice Presidents after 
they go out of office. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RUSK. I propose the following amend- 
ment: 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 


General be, and he is hereby, authorized to increase the 
salaries of the route agents, provided such increase shall not 


|! exceed twenty per cent. increase on their present salaries 
ii respectively. 


Mr. HUNTER. [hope we shall not put amend- | 


ments increasing salarieson this bill. I think we 
have as much on it as we can carry. 


Mr. RUSK. I hope the amendment will be 
adopted. 


| Mr. STUART. I think it ought to give the 
| Postmaster General a discretion Under it, as it 
| now stands, he willbe obliged to give all the route 
agents the increase at the same rate. 

| Mr. RUSK. He isauthorized to increase their 
| salaries. . 

_ Mr. STUART. I think there should be addi- 
tional words to the effect, that he shall increase 
them to such amount as he shall deem necessary, 
not exceeding the twenty per cent. 

Mr. RUSK. That is what is in the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STUART. I think under it, as it now 
stands, he would have to raise all alike. 

Mr. RUSK. No, sir. 

Mr. STUART. It appears so to me. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not see that these officers 
have any more claim to an increase of salary than 
| any others engaged in the various departments 

outside the city of Washington. |, This ought to 
be a subject of general legislation, and I do not 
think that we ought to discriminate in favor of one 
set of employees, and neglect all the others. We 
have not time to go into the subject now in a gen- 
eral bill, and I think we ought not to act on it 


partially. 
BRODHEAD. I desire to inquire of the 


Mr. 
Senator from Texas whether the Postmaster Gen- 
eral has not now the power to increase the cem- 
pensation of the routeagents? Do they now receive 
all that they are entitled to receive by law? 

Mr.STUART. I propose to amend the amend- 
ment, by inserting the word ‘‘such”’ before ‘route 
agents,” and adding the words, ‘‘ as he may think 
proper;’’ so as to make the amendment read, in 
effect, that he may increase the pay of such route 
| agents as he thinks proper, provided the amount 
shall not go beyond twenty per cent. 

Mr. RUSK. I accept that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur 
iin the chair.) The question then is on agreeing 
i to the amendment as modified. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. l 

Mr. RUSK. 
ment: 

For transportation of the mails from Vera Cruz, by way 
of Acapulco, to San Francisco, twice a month, under the 
contract made by the Postmaster General with Abert C. 
Ramsey and Edward H. Carmick, $10,000: Provided, 
Nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to sanc- 
tion said contract for a longer period than until the Ist 
day of January, 1855, and no part of said appropriation 


I offer the following amend- 


i| shall be used until the said Ramsey and Carmick shall sig- 
I| nify to the Postmaster General, in writing, their acquies- 


| cence in the tenor of this proviso: And provided furtker, 
That said contractors be required to alternate with the 
mails now carried by way of Panama. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear some 
| explanation of that. 
| Mr. RUSK. Some two years ago there was 
! a general law passed, authorizing the Postmaster 
General, whenever he saw proper, to advertise 
for the transportation of the United States mails 
through any foreign country, from one part of 
| the United States to another. Under the pro- 
i visions of that law, the Postmaster General—Mr. 
' Hubbard, I believe, was in that office at the time— 
| advertised for the transportation of the mails be- 
‘tween New Orleans and San Francisco. There 
were a number of bids received. I think the 
: Nicaragua company proposed to carry the mails 
li twice a month between New Orleans and San 
Francisco, in something over twenty days, for 
$240,000. 

r. SEWARD. By what route? 

Mr. RUSK. By the Nicaragua route. Thein- 
dividuals named in the amendment, proposed to 
carry it from Vera Cruz to Acapulco, and from 
| there to San Francisco, so as to reach it in seven- 
|i teen days. I think that was the time. The report 
| of the Postmaster General will show it. They 
| made one trip, and came within the time prescribed 
i by the Postmaster General, under their bid. for 
i 
H 
i 
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$424,000, I believe it was. ‘The Postmaster Gen- 
eral entered into a contract with them, which was 
| not to be of binding force and effect unless it was 
|! sanctioned by Congress, end an appropriation 
made to carry it out. The contract was made on 
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the 3d of March, as well as I remember, when 
Congress had no time to act upon the subject. It 
was a part of the system of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, at that time, to havea mail from New Orleans 
to Vera Cruz. That mail is now going on, and 
being carried, | believe, for $69,000, though I do 
not remember the exact sum. These gentlemen, 
after they had performed one trip, called for the 
mails at the different termini of the route, but they 
were refused to them on: various grounds, which 
will be found stated in the Postmaster General’s 
report of this year. He declined to make the con- 
tract because of the unsettled state of Mexico. He 
said nothing. about Congress not having sanctioned 
it; but he did not like to risk the valuable mails 
going to California by this route, from what in- 
formation he had of thestate of Mexico. The terms 
were that they were to transport the mails from 
Acapulco to San Francisco in appropriate vessels, 

. vessels of the same character as those in which 
other mails are carried. Under these circum- 
stances the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, have instructed me to offer this amend- 
ment, which, if adopted, will enable this matter 
to be decided. It is not to go beyond the first of 
January next, and places no obligation whatever 
upon the Government beyond that period, because 
there is a proviso attached to it, requiring the 
parties to signify in writing, to the Postmaster 
General, the acceptance of the terms before he is 
allowed to use the appropriation. 

Mr. SEWARD. What will be the saving of 
time in the transportation of the mail between New 
York, by New Orleans and San Francisco? 

Mr. RUSK. 1 think something over seven 
days. 

Mr. SEWARD. Seven days? 
experiment. 

Mr. HUNTER. What would be the expense 
for & year? 

Mr. RUSK. Four hundred and twenty-four 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. WELLER. I move to strike out the whole 
amendment, and insert the following: 


It is a mere 


That the Postmaster General be, and be is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to contract with the lowest and best 
bidder, after the usual advertisement, for the transportation 
of the mails of the United States from New York, Phila- 
delphia, or Baltimore, and from New Orleans to San Fran- 
cisco, also from San Francisco to New York, Philadelphia, 
or Baltimore, and to New Orleans, by the most expeditious 
and practicable route, the service to be performed semi- 
monthly, and at such times, under the direction of the 
Postinaster General, as, in connection with other mail ser- 
vice, will secure us near as practicable a weekly mail cach 
way between the points designated and determined upan : 
Provided, That the entire cost of such service shall not 
exceed $250,000 per annum. 

Ant he it further enacted, That no contract under the 
provisions of this act shal be made for a period of more 
than four years, and that any contract so made may be de- 
termined on three months previous notice from the Post- 
master General without loss to the Government; and it 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to determine 
any existing contracts for the service herein required, and 
to make a new contract therefor whenever greater expedi- 
tion can be secured within the provisions of this act ex- 
pressed. 

And be it further enacted, That all laws, now in force, 
authorizing the Postmaster General to assess fines or pen- 
alties for the non- performance of mail contracts, shall be, 
and the same are made, applicable to any contract made 
in pursuance of this act. 


Imove that as a substitute to the amendment 
proposed by the chairman of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. It will be seen 
that the only object which we seek to obtain isa 
weekly mail. We already have a semi-monthly 
mail, which is provided for under a contract, 
which cannot now be terminated. It is proposed 
to leave this open to competition. There are va- | 
rious routes over which the mail may be carried 
the Tehuantepec route, the Honduras route, 
and, also, the one advocated by the Senator from 
Texas, the Ramsey route. This throws the whole | 
Matter open to competition, and provides for a 
semi-monthly mail, in addition to what we have, 
at a-cost not to exceed $250,000 per annum. It 
Invites competition from all the various routes. 
Our only object in the matter is, of course, to get 
a mail. We are perfectly indifferent as to the 
route over which it will pass. We consider it | 
just and fair, however, to allow those interested | 
in the different routes the opportunity of compet- 
ing for the transportation. I could go into other 
explanations, but I know time is precious; and I 
suppose the attention of the Senate has already 
been directed to the importance of this subject. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 am unwilling to add to the 


appropriations, which are already so large, in this 
bill. It already appropriates $8,388,000, and that 
is exclusive of the appropriation fr the ocean mail 
steamers. It contains a provision that $2,344,464 
shall be paid ‘out of the Treasury of the United 
States, to meet a deficiency. A great deal of this 
expense is incurred in the California mail service. 
I think that we ought not to add to these appro- 
priations which are already so large, unless there 
1s some great necessity for it, and if others are 
added they ought to be distributed, perhaps, more 
equally over the whole country; but the appro- 
priations are already too large, and | cannot agree 
te vote for anything to swell them further. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Asa member of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, I desire 
to state this case as I understand it. The first 
question which arises is, will you increase the 
mail service to California? They now have semi- 
monthly mails at a very considerable expense, 
and the question is will you make it a weekly ser- 
vice. At the close of the last Administration, 
Ramsey and his partner entered into a conditional 
contract to carry the mails from Vera Cruz, by 
way of Acapulco, to San Francisco, for the term 
of four years, for four hundred and twenty-odd 
thousand dollars per annum, making it consider- 
ably over a million of dollars for the four years. 
But there was a provision that the contract was 
not to go into effect until it was sanctioned by 
Congress and an appropriation made in pursuance 
of the contract. Under this contract, therefore, 
these contractors had no right todemand pay, be- 
cause it was not an effective contract. Itwas not 
to be agreed to by both parties until an appropri- 
ation was made. No appropriation was made. 
The contract was negotiated in February, 1853, 
and signed March 3, 1853. It contained a condi- 
tion that it was not to go into operation until 
sanctioned by Congress and an appropriation 
inade. Now, the proposition of the honorable 
Senator from Texas is to give them one quarter’s 
pay. Well, sir, we all know what that is. If 
we pay them for one quarter, if wegive the service 
to this route for that time, of course we sanction 
the contract for four years, at over four hundred 
and twenty thousand dollars a year. Thatis the 
plain, naked truth. The honorable Senator from 
California submits a proposition, which will not 
be at an expenditure of more than $250,000. He 
throws it open to competition. He proposes that 
the Postmaster General shall enter into a contract 
to carry this mail semi-monthly, for a sum not 
exceeding $250,800. I should like to know from 
him whether the service can be performed for that 
money? 

Mr. WELLER. I have not the slightest doubt 
but that it can be got for a less sum than $250,000. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The question is, whether 
we will allow over $420,000 or $250,000. There 
may be an obligation in equity to carry out the 
contract with Ramsey. He isa highly honorable, 
respectable gentleman, so far as Í know, and I 
know him very well. If there is an obligation 
to carry out this contract with him, it should be 
carried out. If there is not, we ought to adopt 
the proposition of the Senator from California, 
and give it to the lowest bidder. If we can save 
over $200,000 a year, certainly we ought to do it. 
With all my kind feelings for these contractors, I 
cannot, as one of the guardians of the public 
Treasury, give over $400,000 for mail services 
which we can get for $250,000. It is very ques- 
tionable whether we ought to make an appropria- 
tion for this or not. Theamount of money which 
we pay to keep up the Government in California 
is very large. Iwill not say but that I shall be 
compelled, from a stern sense of duty, to vote 
against a further appropriation for mail service in 
California. 

Mr. SEWARD. It seems to me that a single 
remark in connection with the amendment pro- 
posed by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, of which } have the honor to bea 
member, will win for it the favorable consideration 
of the Senate. 

In the first place, we now have but a single 
mail to California, and but a single mail between 
the Atlantic and Pacific waters. This mail we 
send round by way of Panama, and it is the best 


we could do; for we have no railroad, and we i 


have no Nicaragua route. Though it was known 
that the mails were carried on this route with ex- 
pedition, under the circumstances, yet the com- 


merce which now exists between these two points, 
and which is daily increasing, required a much 
more frequent dispatch of the mails; and for the 
purpose of securing that, we have provided for 
having their transmission across Tehuantepec. 
That probably will quicken the service on both 
routes. At this time the enterprise of a citizen of 
Pennsylvania has established a route through a 
part of Mexico which, of course, reduces the dis- 
tance’ very considerably, and he at once assured 
the Postmaster General that if a contract were 
given to him he could reduce the time now allowed 
for carrying the mails seven days, which was 
about one quarter of the whole period employed. 
He made a contract with the Postmaster General 
in terms for $480,000, provided Congress should 
make an appropriation for carrying the mails on 
his route. ‘This contractor made the experiment, 
and brought the mails from San Francisco to New 
York in s@M¥en days less time than the other. It 
has therefore been demonstrated, ands what has 
been done before can be done now. It is very 
important to have the mails carried by that route. 
This gentleman came before the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads and asked for an ap- 
propriation to fulfill the contract. The session is 
now far advanced. The House has not yet acted 
upon the subject, and the committee, well satis- 
fied that it had been demonstrated by experiment, 
concluded to give him a fair trial, one* which 
would be made before Congress met next session; 
and they have, therefore, allowed him three 
months—from now until the first day of January. 
It will take him a month before he can put his 
plan into operation, and he will then have three 
months to fulfill his contract, at the end of which 
time Congress will be in session, and can review 
the whole subject and determine whether it will 
give him the contract, or whether the plan pro- 
posed by the Senator from California is the lowest 
and best. : 

Now, there can be no objection to the passage 
of this amendment. It isnot giving him $420,000, 
but is paying him for one quarter, with the pro- 
viso that it shall not be taken as a preliminary 
contract beyond one quarter’s pay. Some honor- 
able Senator proposes a larger sum, thinking that 
it ought not to be too limited. I think it will be 
sufficient. The Committee on the Post Officeand 
Post Roads had that proposition beforethem, and 
considering the Sate of the mail service, and the 
present advanced stage of the session, have con- 
cluded that it would not be wise and expedient to 
recommend the adoption of that system at this 
time, and have, therefore, provided that this con- 
tract shall be ratified in so fdr as to demonstrate 
the necessity of the experiment. We shall then 
have the light derived from this experiment before 
us at the next session, and the whole matter will 
then come up with a determination on our part to 
revise the whole system, and to consider the vari- 
ous propositions, including that of the honorable 
Senator from California. I hope, therefore, that 
the amendment of the committee will be adopted. 

Mr. PRATT. I merely wish to state my in- 
formation on this subject without making ?any 
speech about it. The practical effect of the two 
propositions, as I understand them, is this: One 
is to pay $424,000 to a particular company, the 
other is to open the contracts to the lowest bidder, 
and limit the amount to $250,000. That is the 
substitute offered by the Senator from California 
to the amendment. I think the true policy would 
be for all to vote for the amendment to the amend- 
ment, and then those who may not think the 
amendment right can vote it down. 

Mr. WELLER. We have already a semi- 
monthly mail to California, or rather to Oregon 
by way of San Francisco, for which we pay in 
| the neighborhood of $800,000 annually, under the 
| contract commonly called the Aspinwall contract. 
My proposition does not interfere with that, but 
simply proposes that the Postmaster General shall 
be authorized to receive propositions for the trans- 
portation of a semi-monthly mail. It would give 
us a weekly mail ata rate not exceeding $250,000, 
and it invites competition from all these various 
routes, from the one proposed by the Senator from 
Texas, as wellas from the Tehuantepec, the Hon- 
duras, or any other route. . 

Mr. COOPER. Iam in favor of the substitute 
proposed by the Senator from California, From 


| the information which I possess, I have no doubt 


at all that the mail can be transported between 
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New York and San Francisco for the amount pro- 
posed in the substitute. lam satisfied that a semi- 
monthly mail can be transported for $250,000 per 
annum, and that the company which is now en- 
gaged in the trade of that country between San 
Francisco and New York, is ready, at any time, 
to make a contract with the Government to carry 
the mail upon those terms. 1 have no doubt of it 
whatever. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I only wish to make a sug- 
gestion on one point, in relation to this matter. I 
Delieve it will be found, after all that has been said 
in relation to the treaty concluded with Mexico, 
that the most valuable of all the acquisitions made 
by it has been the right of way across the Isthmus 
of Tehuantepec for the passengers and the mails 
of the United States. I have no objection to the 
amendment of the Senator from California, as it 
stands; but I do not think that it provides suffi- 
ciently for a preference in favor of such a route as 
may agree to carry the mails within the shortest 
time. I think not only economy in money, but. 
in time, is equally to be desired, and ought to be 
proved for. Iam satisfied that the mail could 

e carried between San Francisco and New Or- 
deans regularly in thirteen days by the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec. I am not at all indisposed to let the 
mailbecarried by way of Vera Cruz and Acapulco, 
‘as long as that shall be the speediest route, and 
when they can be carried by that route in a rea- 
sonable time. But I desire, in making provision 
for future contracts, that the Postmaster General 
shall be instructed to look not merely at the sum 
which the transportation of the mail will cost, but; 
also at the length of time it will take. I think’ 
time ought to be taken into consideration rather 
than money, in the making of such a contract, 
although, of course, both must be duly regarded. 
{ shall, therefore, if the Senator from California 
will accept such an amendment, offer a proviso, 
that the Postmaster General be instructed, in en- 
tering into the contract, to make the element of 
time—speed—-one of the main guides in forming 
the contract, as much so as the price which shall 
be paid for the transportation. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no doubt that the 
Postmaster General, in making the contract, will 
consider that very important element, time, as 
well as the amount to be paid. I have no objec- 
tion, however, to accept such a modification as 
the Senator from Lowisiana suggests. I have 
proposed my amendment because I think, in de- 
termining upon the matter, the contract should 
Took to that as well as to the amount to be paid. 
My only object, of course, is to get a mail weekly, | 
and in the shortest time that it can be carried. 1 | 
have no partiality for any route. I have not the 
slightest interest or personal feeling in it. I have 
no prejudice against any one of them. I simply 
desire that my constituents shall get a mail at the 
Jowest rate at which it can be obtained, and in 
the very shortest possible time. 

Mr. RUSK. [shall vote against the substitute 
of the Senator from California, and if it be adopted 
to the amendment of the committee, I shall vote 
against the whole, for the reason that I think it | 
would be bad policy to make a permanent con- i 
tract at the present moment, over which we should | 
not have future control, or which would subject | 
us to a claim for damages. I take issue, and shall 
do so at the proper time, with the statement of 
the honorable Senator from Louisiana, that the 
most important acquisition made by the late treaty 
with Mexico was the route across Tehuantepec. 
I do not by any means depreciate that transit 
way, but that is but a small article in the scale of 
advantages acquired by the treaty with Mexico. 
There were three matters included in it infinitely 
superior to this route across Tehuantepec. One | 
was the release from the eleventh article of the | 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; another was the | 
right of way which it gives us over our own ter- | 
ritory, to aid our own possessions on the Pacific ; 
ecean; and the other, and not an inconsiderable 
one, was that the treaty itself is worth infinitely | 
more than the whole sum paid. 

The amendment of the committee proposes to 
keep this matter entirely under the controt of Con- 
gress. The honorable Senator from Pennsylvania | 
is mistaken when he supposes that it sanctions a | 
contract for the term of four years for $420,000. | 
It makes an appropriation of $10,000, which would | 
be the pay for one quarter’s service, according to | 
the amount allowed by the contract. | 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I intended to say, and to 
be understood as saying, that the effect of it would 
be to sanction the entire contract, because if | 
allow these gentlemen a quarter’ssalary, and they 
put their stock on the route from Vera Cruz to 
Acapulco, some three hundred miles, and have 
their steamboats in operation, I should not be 
willing to abandon or drive them off. It must re- 
sult in loss to them, and it would be wrong to 
allow them one quarter’ssalary without continuing 
the contract. We ought to continue the contract 
if we allow a quarter’s salary. 

Mr. RUSK. The answer to that whole argu- 
ment is found in the proviso to the amendment: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall he so con- 
strued as to sanction said contract for a greater period than 
until the first day of January, 1855, and no part of said j 
appropriation shall be used until said Ramsey and Carmick 
shall signify to the Postmaster General, in writing, their 
acquiescence in the terms of this proviso. 


Mr. WELLER. I have this remark to make 
in answer to the Senator from ‘Texas, who affirms 
that we are placing this contract beyond our con- 
trol. By the express provision of my amendment 
this thing is guarded against: 

That no contract under the provisions of this act shall be | 
made for a period of jess than four years, and that any con- 
tract so made may be determined on three months’ previous 
notice from the Postmaster General without loss to the j 
Government: and it shall be the duty of the Postmaster 
General to determine any contract for the seryice, and make 
a new contract therefor, whenever greater expedition can 
be secured wilhin the provisions expressed in this act. 

Now, sir, upon three months’ notice, by my 
amendment, the contract, if one be made, can be 
terminated at the very moment it is ascertained 
that a more expeditioug,route can be secured. Is 
there anything more fair or just than that? It is 
simply an authority to the Postmaster General to 
make a contract; and if that route subsequently 
be found a slow one, or if a new one be opened, 
over which the mail can be more expeditiously 
transported, he is compelled by the terms of the 
amendment to terminate the contract. It is not! 
left discretionary with the company. We do not 
choose to put it in that condition; but it is made 
the imperative duty of the Postmaster General, 
when a more expeditious route is discovered, to 
terminate the old contract. It all resolves itself 
into this: If the Senate are willing to establish a 
weekly mail to California, this amendment ought 
to be adopted. Upon many of the routes in the 
old States of the Union you have three daily 
mails; upon some of them you have as high as 
four mails per day. Weask for the establishment 
of a weekly mail; and if you have concluded to | 
give us one,let competition be invited from all the 
routes within the limits prescribed by the amend- 
ment. | 

I do not desire to enter into a discussion of the 
relative merits of the routes. I may have my 
own views upon the subject, but | am very sure 
I have no prejudices against either route. My 
only solicitude is to have the mail transmitted in 
the shortest time, and at the lowest possible ex- 
pense, either by the way of the Vera Cruz, Tehu- 
antepec, Honduras, or any other route. I am 
willing to leave it open to competition from all | 
the parties interested in the different routes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Doesthe Sen- || 
ator from California accept the modification sug- 
gested by the Senator from Louisiana? 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to hear it read. | 

Mr. BENJAMIN. kisto add the fellowing: | 

Provided, however, That in all contracts for carrying ; 
the mail under the provisions of this act, the Postmaster 
General shal! have due regard as well to the length of 
time as to the cost of earrying the mails 3 taking both sub- | 
jects into consideration in making the contract. 


| 
i 
Mr. WELLER. Iaecept that. | 
| 
| 


Mr. HUNTER. As I said before, I shall vote 
against increasing the appropriations under this | 
bill. We have already appropriated for mail trans- | 
portation to California $730,000, according tothe ; 
report of the Postmaster General. 

Mr. WELLER. T think the Senator is mis- 
taken in that. That isan appropriation to carry 
the mail from New York to Oregon, stopping, of : 
course, at San Francisco; but this route was crig- | 
inally intended to transport the mail from New! 
York to Oregon Territory. I do not know why || 
the Senator charges the State of California with | 
the $731,000 which is appropriated upon that! 
route. i 

Mr. HUNTER. Then] say, from the Atlantic | 


to the Pacific coast, and I repeat it, we already ! 


pay for that service $731,000. I am unwilling 
to add to the*alrea@y very large appropriations 
contained in this bill, for additional services any- 
where. In relation to the two propositions which 
are now in competition with each other, I should 
beat a loss to decide. At first, I thought the 
proposition of the Senator from California had the 
superior merit of leaving it to the lowest bidder; 
but I do not know how that will turn out, because 
we are to pay according to time as well as dis- 
tance; and when you come to apply that, I do not 
know how it will turn out. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. No, sir; it says that the 
contract is not to exceed $250,000, if I understand 
it; so that the Postmaster General, in no event, 
can go over the $250,000; but I am of opinion that 
this whole subject should go over until the next 
session. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeasand nayson 
the amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. CASS. I understand this amendment au- 
thorizes the advertising for the contract. I shall 
vote aye. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays; and 


i| resulted—yeas 32, nays 10; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Ben- 
jamin, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, 
Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, 
Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Hunter, James, Jones 
of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Mortou, Pearce, 
Pratt, Rockwell, Slidell, Staart, and Weller—32. > . 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Fish, Foot, Johnson, Pettit, 
Rusk, Seward, Toombs, Wade, and Walker—10. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the question recurred on the amendment 
of the committee, as amended. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The question now is, 
whether we shall increase the mail service at this 
session for California. For my part, Í am against 
it. ; 

Mr. WALKER. Soam I. I ask forthe yeas 
and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and taken, 
with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Cass, Cooper, 
Dawson, Jones of Tennessee, Thompson of Kentucky, 
and Weller—9. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, 
Butler, Chase, Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, 
Evans, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, Houston, Hunter, 
James, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Morton, Pearce, Rock- 
well, Rusk, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Toombs, Wade, and 
Walker—23. 


So the amendment, as amended, was rejected. 

Mr. RUSK. [| offer the following amendment: 

To enable the Postmaster General to purchase the patent 
of the clam-shell padlock, should he be of opinion the pub 
lic service requires it, $5,000. 

{ havea long statement here from the Post- 
master General. At his request the amendment 
is offered. Thereis now great difficulty in pro- 
curing a lock which cannot be knocked open. He 
thinks that under the arrangement, with $5,000, 
he can procure the patent of that lock, and under 
the present laws nobody else will be entitled to 
use it. He says in his communication that it is 
the only lock that has never been knocked open. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I believe thatis all right. 

Mr. PRATT. There is one part of it which 
I cannot understand. Why give $5,000 to make 
an experiment on a lock? 

Mr. RUSK. It is not an experiment. 

Mr. PRATT. Very well; [do not care. Why 
have a lock at all? You must depend upon the 
honesty of the man who carries the mail, that he 
will not take the trouble to knock it open. He 
can cut the bag open, if he is dishonest. 

Mr. RUSK. They can open the common 
locks; all these mail locks I have examined my- 
self. The locks which they have had in use until 
recently, and which they have had to throw aside, 
can be knocked open by a stick. I have seen it 
done; they shut with a spring, and parties can 
open the lock, examine the contents of the mail, 
and then lock it again, so that they may do that 
without detection. These are the only ones, lam 


| informed by the Post Office Department, that can- 


not be so deranged, and they have been in use for 
a number of years. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I have one more amendment 
which E will read and explain. 1 hope there will 
be no objection to it. 


And be tt further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Cranston Laurie 
a reasonable compensation fur performing the duties oftwo 


‘that Mr. L.’s statement is correct, in which he 


--found correct. It is by no means a precedent, for 
; there will not likely be found a similar case. 


Fd 
Pomes 


` three times a week, each way; butif the Postmaster Gen- 
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desks in the Post Office Department, not to exceed the half- 
pay of a clerk for the time he was employed. 

“Mr. Laurie, I understand, is a clerk of very 
superior qualifications, and it was found necessary 
at the close of every year, in order to secure at- 
curacy in the making out of certain returns, that 
he should perform the duties of two desks, on 
account of the limited number of clerks and the 
large amount of business inthe Department. It 
is certified by the Assistant Postmaster General 


sayshe works there sometimes until twelve o’clock 
at night. The returns, I understand, are always 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the bill: 

Src. —. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be authorized and required to establish a mail on 
the Mississippi river from Cairo to New Orleans, and con- 
tract for the same for one line, orin such divisions and sec- 
tions, or both, as will be most compatible with the - public 
interest; and to facilitate the execution of this section, the 
Postmaster General may make immediate temporary ar- 
rangements for carrying said mail by separate boats, and if 
he fails to obtain separate boats, after advertising for thirty 
days, he may make private contracts for carrying said mail. 
Said mails shall not be carried more than seven, orless than 


eral is of opinion that a daily mail is needed over one part 
of the route, and tri- weekly mails over another part, he may 
contract accordingly. 

Mr. President, the southern, southwestern, and 
western Senators know that for years we have 
been struggling to get a mail on the river Missis- 
sippi. Itis the most important service to the peo- 
ple of that section of the country that can be de- 
vised; and yet from one cause or another we have 
been delayed year after year,and l venture to say 
it is the only river which supports as much com- 
merce as that does, or one fifth or one tenth part, 
which has not a mail. Why, sir, the commerce 
of the Mississippi is more in the aggregate than 
the whole exports of the Union put together. I 
saw it estimated last year at $250,000,000; and 
that is more, l say again, notwithstanding my 
friend from Florida [ r. Mattory] shakes his 
head, than the whole of your foreign exports. | 
have seen an estimate, coming from what I think 
competentauthority, that within the last two years 
it has been $250,000,000. At all events it is very 
great. And yet, notwithstanding that state of 
affairs, we have been unable to get anything like 
mail service upon that stream. F think the time 
has come when there should be a change in this 
regard, The amendment proposes to authorize 
the Postmaster General to put service upon the 
river from Cairo to New Orleans. He hasservice 
from Louisville and St. Louis, and all the points 
above that as far as Cairo. This-willbe directing 
a further continuance of the line from Cairo to 
New Orleans. In addition to that, if he thinks 
proper, he may fill up the intermediate points by 
short’ routes. I propose that for this reason: I 
know very well that the Postmaster General can- 
not have the mail carried from New Orleans to 
Cairo six times a week, and land at all the inter- || 
mediate points; because, if a boat undertook to 
stop at every one of the landings on the river, it 
would take some seven or eight days to go up; 
and if a boat were required thus to ascend theriver 
from New Orleans to Cairo, it would carry no 
freight, no passengers, and not even the mail, be- 
cause some boat going ahead of it would take the | 
whole. I propose, therefore, that the Postmaster 
General be authorized to make a contract, if he 
thinks proper, to run through the whole line, stop- 
ping, of course, at the principal points, and then 
that, between the intermediate points, he may 
make short routes. 

This is all arranged after mature deliberation 
and study; and if the Postmaster General attempts 
to execute it he can do it, and put service upon 
the river cheaper under this amendment than 
under any other scheme, in my opinion, that can 
possibly be devised. Without detaining the Sen- || 
ate, I will simply say, that having studied the 
subject, I think I understand what I am about. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am not able to estimate 
what would be the precise effect of the amendment | 
offered by the Senator from Mississippi. It does 
not propose a direct appropriation of money, but 
then I am uncertain as to how much money It may 
require to carry it into execution. Nor do I know | 
how far it proposes an advantageous arrangement 


|| half of the whole Union is interested, and yet 
there never has been a systematic or regular line 


in relation to the mails. Do I understand it to 
come from a committee? 

Mr. BROWN. No, sir. It does not propose 
any appropriation whatever—not a sixpence; but 
it simply proposes to authorize the Postmaster 
General to contract for carrying the mail on that 
river. Let metell the Senator from Virginia this: 
We have a law authorizing a mail upon the river, 
and the Postmaster General undertakes to execute 
it in this way: He advertises for the service, and 
he gets extravagant bids, which he rejects. He 
advertises again and again, gets bids which he 
rejects, and so it goes on from yearto year. In 
the mean time we get no mail; and we are getting 
tired of that. The reason why the Postmaster 
General does not get proper bids is this: He ad- 
vertises from one point to another where no boats 
land; and if he is to have good boats built especi- 
ally to carry the mail, it will be at so enormously an 
increased expense, that the thing will be imprac- 
ticable. Thisamendment authorizes him to make 
such contracts on such routes as he thinks proper 
to make them on; and I will tell the Senator why, 
Ido that. There are packets running from Ne 
Orleans to Natchez, for instance. Let him contrac 
with a packet to run the mail that length. Then! 
there are packets from Vicksburg to Napoleon. 
Let him make contracts with those packets. 
There are others from Napoleon to Memphis. 
Let him contract with them. Then, again, there 
are those from Memphis to Cairo. Let him con 
tract with them. Then he has a continuous lin 
made up by these four lines, which can run in 
connection; but under the present law the Post- 
master General advertises for the line from Louis- 
ville to New Orleans. He cannot have the mail 
carried in that way. I do not care if he paid out 
millions of dollars for it, it cannot bedone. Why?) 
First, because of the expenditure. A boat starts 
from New Orleans, and if it undertook to stop at 
every point to land the mail, it would require ten 
days to go up the river, and a boat of less speed | 
going up with nothing but freight and passengers, |! 
would go up in seven days. Will a merchant of 
New Orleans put his mail in the first boat when 
it takes three days longer than another boat? 
Certainly not. Can a boat get passengers which 
will take three days longer than another? Canit: 
get freight, or anything else? Four mail boats, 
under that system, would simply run up and 
down the river, carrying no mail, no freights, no 
passengers—nothing. it would be of no practical 
utility whatever. What I want is, that the Post- 
master General may be authorized to contract for 
one continuous line, stopping at the principal 
commercial points, such as Baton Rouge, Vicks- 
burg, Napoleon, Memphis, &c., where all the 
boats stop anyhow; and then by way of supplying 
the little offices on the river he can put in short |) 
packets, and contract, for instance, for running a 
packet from New Orleans to Vicksburg, another 
from Vicksburg to Napoleon, another from Napo- 
leon to Memphis, and another from Memphis to 
Cairo, all which I know is practicable; and in 
that way you can get the servicerequired. I will | 
say to the Senator from Virginia that the Post- 
master General informed mehe did net want any 
appropriation. i 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to ask what the | 

| 
i 


probable cost of a contract would be made in 
conformity with the amendment? | 
Mr. JOHNSON. 1f my friend from Missis- | 
sippi will allow me, I wiil ask the Senator from || 
California what is the cost of the Shanghai line? i 
What is the cost of the Pacific lines generally? | 
What is the cost of the Atlantic lines? What is 
the cost of the whole of them? Sir, I venture to 
say that if you count them up, you will find that 
it is millions; but here is the Mississippi river in 
our midst, where a mail has never yet been carried |i 
with any kind of regularity or benefit to the com- |i 
munity. I see here Senators all over the floor 
who are interested in this matter; their constitu- | 
ents are all interested in it, and a very large portion |! 


of the Union is interested in it. I believe one |! 


upon all that river, a river which carries the com- | 
merce mentioned by my friend from Mississippi. | 
He says it is $250,000,000 annually. I never be- || 
fore heard it estimated at less than $300,000,000, | 
and the country is still going on increasing in 


| Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 
' fore, to the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 


to me that this has never been done before. 

Mr. CHASE. Will the Senator allow me to 
say one word? There is already a law upon the 
gtatute-book providing for this service. “The onl 
reason why it is not executed, is, that the Post- 
master General has not yet made the contract 
which the Jaw requires. 

Mr. JONSON. My friend from Mississippi 
{Mr. Brown] has explained the difficulty in re- 
gard to that. He has made an investigation of 
the subject. That law has been standing very 
long on the statute-book; but it has been inoper- 
ative and ineffective. It has stood there as a 
useless enactment. It has never produced the 
effect which it was designed to produce. I believe 
that the amendment which is now before us will 
be effective, and that it will obtain for all that im- 
mense number of people the object desired. If 
there is any one project in regard to mail facilities 
which has been brought before this country that 
ought, from its size, its character and description, 
to be more absorbing and overpowering than any 
other, in connection with mail matters, it certainly 
seems to me it should be this. I can only say 
that I am confounded and surprised that this 
thing has never been effected before. I do hope 
that the effort which my friend from Mississippi 
makes to have a route established there, and put 
in operation in spite of all the little difficulties 
which seem to have surrounded it heretofore, and 
to have virtually destroyed it during the past two 
or three years altogether, will succeed. I believe 
if it is done as he proposes, it will be effective; 
and I repeat, E am astonished. that some such plan 
has not been adopted heretofore. Here are the 
Senators from Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; from 
Missouri, lowa, and Wisconsin; from Arkansas 
and Louisiana; from Mississippi, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee; here are those from Virginia and 
Pennsylvania, all interested in this proposition; 
and I do hope that they will look at the matter 
seriously, as it stands; and [ cannot but believe 
that while we are having lings across the Pacific 
and the Atlantic, our internal communication will 
be deemed worthy of some consideration, and to 
have some merit init. It seems to me to be ex- 
ceedingly strange that we cannot get any system 
established, and that we have been utterly unable 


| to do it heretofore. 


Mr. WELLER obtained the floor. 

Mr. BROWN. Will the Senator allow me to 
answer his question before he proceeds? 

Mr. WELLER. 1 want to speak of the man- 
ner in which that question has been answered. I 
expect to vote for this amendment; and I did’ex- 
press my surprise that no direct plan had been 
adopted for the transportation of the mail upon the 
Tama friend, there- 


sissippi. Desiring, however, to know what would 
be the probable cost for transporting the mail, I 
asked the Senator, in good faith, to inform me if 
he had the necessary data in his possession, what 
would be the probable cost of carrying out this 
plan? The Senator from Arkansag, to whom I 
put no interrogatory upon the subject, comes in, 
and instead of answering tHe question, proceeds 
to make a fling ata bill which passed, providing 
mail facilities from California to Shanghai. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator will pardon me 
for interrupting him. So far from intending it as 


| a fling, I voted, and no man knows it better than 


the honorable Senator, for that bill. It was nota 


| fling, for I would not make a fling at it. 


Mr. WELLER. I know the honorable Sen- 
ator from Arkansas did that, buthe let down upon 
me to-day when I was making an effort to get a 
weekly mail for my constituents. He saw proper 
then to record his vote against me. Hethinks he 
ought to have a daily mail on the Mississippi 


prosperity and business, yet there is no mail line 
there. When the demand is constant, when it is 


river for the corivenience of his constituents, and 


' I agree that they ought to have it; but when I 
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ask to get a weekly mailto San Francisco, the 
Senator thought | was not entitled to it. 1 shall, 
however, return good for evil. I intend to vote 
for the amendment, and if defects exist in the 
former law, or if there has been a mistake or re- 
fusal of the Postmaster General to execute a former 
law of Congress, | hope the amendment now pro- 
posed will be so specific that there will be no 
evading it. I expect to vote for the amendment; 
but I cannot answer the Senator’s question as to 
how much was appropriated by the Shanghai and 
San Francisco bill, which was passed. He ought 
to know that, as he voted for it, 1 believe. Ido 
not know how that may be, but my only object in 
asking the question was to justify the Senate in 
voting for the amendment, as I intend to vote for 
it. My desire was to strengthen, not to defeat the 
amendment. 

Mr.CASS. There is something in this I do 
not understand. Certainly the Postmaster Gen- 
eral would not refuse to execute an act of Congress 
without some reason for it. There must have 
been some considerations operating upon him to 
lead him to do that. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think I can an- 
swer the Senator’s question. It will be remem- 
bered that a few years ago, after a series of years 
of ineffectual application for mail service on the 
Mississippi river, the Senate, in spite of the oppo- 
sition of the then Postmaster General, directed 
him to make a contract for daily service from 
Louisville to New Orleans, and from St. Louis to 
New Orleans, and a tri-weekly service from Nash- 
ville to New Orleans. The then Postmaster Gen- 
eral, Judge Hall, had been entreated for years to 
put on that service. For some cause, I know not 
what, he refused, at all times, to do it. The Sen- 
ate took the question under consideration, and set 
aside the judgment of the Postmaster General, 
and ordered positively and unequivofally that that 
service should be established. Before the time 
came for Mr. Hall to make the contract, he was 
transferred from the Post Office Department to 
the judiciary, and another gentleman took his 

lace. A short time before he went out of office, 

e made a contract, under that law, for carrying 
the mail from St. Louis and Louisville to New 
Orleans. That contract was made with Glover 
& Co., of New Orleans, The day arrived when 
they were to commegce their service. A new 
Postmaster General came in—the present incum- 
bent—-and examined the contract, and found in 
it a provision that the boats carrying the mail 
should not carry any freight. He issued an order 
to his agents at Louisville not to deliver the mails 
to Glover & Co., if there was any freight on 
board. They went down with the mail, at the 
appointed time, and found freight upon the boat. 

hey refused to deliver the mail. The contract 
was suspended. The present Postmaster General 
suspended it, and has made no other permanent 
contract, but has made some conditional ones. 
For instance, he made a contract to carry the mail 
from Louisville to St. Louis. He made a special 
contract with a company to carry the mail, and 
that contract is going on now; but he failed to 
make a contract for carrying it from the mouth 
of the Ohio to New Orleans; and the only mail 
service that we have on the river between the 


_ mouth of the Ohio and New Orleans is just such ; 


service as the Postmaster General, in his wisdom 
and beneficence, or in the conceptions of his own 
right, chooses to make with the transient boats 
that go along. 

The amendment offered by my friend from 
Mississippi is simply this: The Postmaster Gen- 
eral asserts that he cannot make contracts under 
that law, because they would amount to too large 
asum; and, sir, ginder his constructions of the 


law, it would be too large a sum, because he | 


would require the boats to carry the mail, with- 
out taking a single pound of freight, an ab- 


surdity that never could have entered into the, 


mind of any but a man who never saw the Mis- 
sissippi river. There is the difficulty. He would 
not permit boats that carried the mail to carry 
any freight whatever, although they bound them- 
selves under penalties and bonds to deliver the 
mail according to the contract. He excused him- 
self under that provision, and nullified the con- 
tract with Glover & Co. He has refused, up to 
this time, to make any contract. Under the most 
urgent entreaties of all the friends of this measure, 
embracing, I believe, near one half of the States 


| lena, Illinois, for which I wish to provide; and we | 
can do so by saying from Cairo to St. Pauls, |! 


of the Union, he recently issued another préposal 
to carry out this law of Congress, passed two 
years ago. He has had bids received under the 
proposal; and the difficulty intended to be obvi- 
ated by the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi is this: He wanted a continuous daily 
line from St. Louis and Louisville to New Or- 
leans; he cannot get that for a reasonable sum; 
he has bids for it, but | understand they are so 
high that he has determined not to execute them. 
This proposition is to reaffirm and reindorse the 
law of two years ago, and enable him to let out 
detached portions of the route. From Memphis 
to New Orleans the mails can be carried for a 
small sum, because we have regular packets; but 
if you require these gentlemen to run packets 
three times a week to go to St. Louis or Louis- 
ville, you involve them in an expenditure of mo- 
ney to which they are wholly incompetent. If 
the friends of this measure desire to see mail com- 
munication on that river, they can only get it by 
reaffirming the law passed two years ago, and s0 
amending it as to enable the Postmaster General 
to let it out in detached contracts, instead of let- 
ting it out in an aggregate contract from Louis- 
ville and St. Louis to New Orleans. That is the 
effect of the amendment, and I am sure it is just. 
It involves no expenditure of money which was 
not authorized by the law which was passed two 
years ago. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, obtained the floor. 4 

Mr. BROWN. I hope the Senator from Iowa 
will allow me to answer the inquiry of the Senator 
from California as to the probable cost of the mail 
facilities provided for by th@amendment. 1 might 
make an approximation to the cost, yet I might 
be very wide of the mark; but of this I am per- 
fectly satisfied, that the mail can be carried for a 
great deal less money under that amendment than | 
under the law as it now stands; and the question | 
is simply between having no mail, as we have 
none now, and having it under that amendment 
at less cost than it would be under any other plan. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. f wish to move an 
amendment to the amendment. It is to insert 
after the word ‘ Cairo” the words ‘‘and also 
from thence to St. Pauls, Minnesota.” 

Mr. BROWN. I would suggest to my friend 
that a large portion of that route is already sup- 
plied with the mail. It is so below St. Louis. 
How much above that it is I dọ not know. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. There is no difficult: 
in regard to that. As I understand the amend. 
ment of the Senator, on any portion where there 
is a mail, that is not to be contracted for or inter- 
fered with. There are several gaps, of several 
hundred miles extent between Cairo and St. Pauls, 
the capital of Minnesota Territory, for which | 
regular mails are not provided. ‘Iam friendly to 
the amendment of the Senator from Mississippi, 
and I wish it success. I intend to vote for it; but 
I desire; when it reaches Cairo, that it shall also į 
extend to St. Pauls. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the Senator from Iowa that his amendment 
would be better if he would say from St. Louis | 
to St. Pauls, because there is already a daily line 
from Cairo to St. Louis. I suggest to my friend 
that if he will change his amendment in that way, 
I will go for it. There is a daily line now from 
Cairo to St. Louis. I should have no objection 
to making provision by his amendment from St. | 
Louis to St. Pauls. 4 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Then I will say from | 
St. Louis. But, I understand, from the phrase- , 
ology of the amendment of the Senator from Mis- ; 
sissippi, that the Postmaster General will not be 
bound to relet any portion of the route on which 
there is a mail. 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly not. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. It is therefore proper 
that I should move to insert thisamendment now. 
From Galena to St. Pauls there will be no more 
service, but there is a gap from St. Louis to Ga- 


Minnesota. 

Mr. BROWN. I have no objection to it. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I supposed that the | 
Senator would not have objection to it, or I should | 
not have offered it. i would withdraw it if I 
thought he was opposed to it. I shall vote for 
his amendment. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I have my doubts about | 


the amendment of the Senator from: Mississippi, 
and also the amendment. of the Senator from 
Iowa. I am willing to furnish mail facilities, 
both by land and water, wherever they are ne- 
cessary; but it strikes me that, for one third ‘of. 
the year, at least during the winter, it would be 
found impossible for boats to. run up the Missis+ 
sippi river. Then, sir, how will they receive 
their mails up to St. Paul? 

, Mr. BROWN. How have they had them be- 

ore? 

Mr. ATCHISON. They have had them by 
boats; and they have had them by railroads, and 
by stages, when the water islow. Now, sir, I am 
for taking what is right, and I am for taking 
nothing more than is reasonable; because, if we 
ask for what is preposterous, we are apt to lose 
what is reasonable. Therefore, I shall vote against 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Mississippi. 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator says that there 
are certain seasons in the year at which boats can- 
not run on the river. Then he expresses some 
doubt about the propriety of my amendment. I 
believe that is not covered by the objection. If 
there is a daily mail from Cairo to St. Louis, I 
apprehend, whenever you run a boat there, you 
can run one from Cairo to New Orleans. Let me 
say, in this connection, that unless this mail is 
established, the rest of the offices on the river Mis- 
sissippi will have no mail facilities at all; for I have 
more than once undertaken to explain here, but 
Senators will not listen, or will not understand, 
that the whole of the lower Mississippi, except at 
important points, is inaccessible from the interior, 
and especially during high water. The high lands 
along back of the river, as the Senator knows very 
well, are cut off from a communication except by 
boats; therefore, they do not undertake to get the 
mails from the banks of the Mississippi, through 
the swamps, to the interior. It has never been 
attempted, or whenever it has, it has been simply 
ridiculous. ; 

You must give these mails by the rivér, or not 
give them at all. There are, in my own State, 
certainly not less than twenty-five post offices, 
supplied entirely and wholly by the river, and 
they cannot be supplied in any other way. We 
have a mail line there, but nothing but a line. 
What we want is service on it, as the Senator 
from Tennessee has said; and I repeatit. The 
only mail sent on the river is just such as was con- 
tracted for in New Orleans by some transit boats 
going up the river. If they do not happen to find 
any, the mail is not sent; and if it is sent, itis only 
landed at such points as the boat thinks proper to 
stop at, and it never thinks proper to stop at land- 
ings, unless it happens to have freight or passen- 
gers for them. That is all wrong. I trust the 
amendment will be adopted. I know it is abso- 
lutely necessary. I want to talk no more about it. 

Mr. BELL. I desire to know if I understand 
this amendment properly. I should like to hear 
some gentleman give an explanation of its opera- 
tion. We have now a law authorizing the Post- 
master General to give us a daily mail on the Mis- 
sissippi from New Orleans to Louisville, and from 
New Orleans to St. Louis, in distinct lines., We 
appropriate to carry the mail from St. Louis to 
New Orleans daily. Under the authority given, 
the Postmaster General advertises for proposals, 
and requires the same line to carry the mail daily 


| from Louisville to New Orleans, and not only from 


Cairo, but from Louisville, at greatcost. At some 
seasons of the year itis impracticable to carry a 
daily mail to all the points on the route, on ac- 
count of the ice and other obstructions, What | 
fear now is, that this proposition will nullify that 
law altogether, and that we shall have no pros- 
pect of continuing the daily line hereafter between 
these points and New Orleans. I want my friend 
to consider that_point. We have, as has been 
stated already, a daily line from Louisville to 
Cairo, and a daily mail from Cairo to St. Louis, 
except when the ice obstructs the upper Missis- 
sippi. They have the enjoyment of that daily 
mail now. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. If the Senator from 
Tennessee will allow me to interrupt him, I will 
withdraw my amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. BELL. That amendment is withdrawn. 
Now, what is the objection to having a daily line 
from Cairo to New Orleans? If any amendment 
ought to be adopted, it ought to be to supply that 
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defect in the former law, and notrequire the Post- 
master General to contract with the same com- 

any to carry to St Louis and Louisville. My 
idéa is, that there is a daily mail between these 
points already, except under the accidental ob- 
structions of the ice, for example, in the upper 
Mississippi, and sometimes in the Ohio river. 
Wee have these daily lines. - 

Mr. BROWN. Tf the Senator from Tennes- 
see will allow me, this amendment says nothing 
about a mail from Louisville or St. Louis to Cairo, 
because there is dlready service there. It author- 
izes and requires the Postmaster General to put 
Service on the balance of the river in one contin- 
uous line through, or with sections leaving out 
the continuous line.. Then it authorizes him to 
make contracts for daily service, or for tri-weekly 
service, taking a part of it daily and a part of it 
tri-weekly. I will tell you why I did that. Take 
the section from Memphis, for instance, to Vicks- 
burg; the service three timesa week would abso- 
lutély be an embarrassment. You could not get 
the postmasters to open the mails. That is the 
only obstacle. They are very important offices 
to the persons who live there, but they do not 
want a daily mail, especially a daily mail up and 
down. The Postmaster General can under this, 
and, if he does his duty, he will put a daily ser- 
vice upon the whole line. This will not interfere 
with the old law between Cairo and New Orleans. 
It does not require the line to be daily to all the 
intermediate points on the river, but gives them 
as much as they want, and gives the larger points 
a daily mail. i 

Mr. BELL. The result of the adoption of this 
proposition will be that Louisville, Cincinnati, 
Pittsburg, and St. Louis will all be cut off, and 
will have no prospect of a daily communication 
with New Orleans. They have it now, clearly; 
but then this proposition does not require the 
establishment of a daily line between New Orleans 
and Cairo. Now, everybody knows that the 
daily communication between the whole south- 
western country is to be supplied from Cairo to 
New Orleans. is there any impediment in the 
establishment of such a line as this? We do not 
want the mails delivered at all these post offices, 
and it is not required; it cannot be done. What 
is the impediment? I want the Senate to con- 
sider, I want the honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri to consider, I want the honorable Senators 
from Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, and the whole 
of the northwestern and northern States to con- 
sider what the real impediment is to having a daily 
communication between Cairo and New Orleans. 
When you get it established to Cairo, you will 
have it to the whole of the country northwest. 
The impediment is that it costs a little more than 
the Postmaster General thinks he can afford. He 
thinks that the revenue derived from the postal 
service for carrying the mails west does not supply 


a sufficient proportion to justify the expense that | 


would be necessary. Now, sir, if the proposition 


lify the act which we already have for our benefit. 
If the Postmaster General takes any exception to 
the former law, the proper way wouid be to mod- 
ify it, to require him to advertise for contracts for 
the daily mail between New Orleans and Cairo, 
and then with the principal cities on the river, 
and you will have the benefit of the daily mail. 
As to the extent for which this should be pro- 
vided, the inconveniences under which the very 
small post offices on the line of the Mississippi 
labor, are not such as to require them to have a 
daily mail, instead of atri-weekly one. These in- 
conveniences ought not to counterbalance the ben- 
efits derived by the northern States and the eastern 


States, by the daily mail between New Orleansand | 


all the remaining portion of the western country. 
Now, sir, Louisville has a deep interest—! say 
nothing of Nashville; nothing cf Memphis—in 
having a daily communication with the southern 
commercial depot—New Orleans. Ifthe amend- 
ment be adopted, it will nullify the existing jaw re- 
quiring the Postmaster General to establish a daily 


mail between Cairo and New Orleans. My friend í 


will not say that that is an impracticable project. 
There is no difficulty in having a daily line. They 
can run experimental trips to Louisville in five 
days, and they can go te Cairo in about four days; 
and under a contract made to secure a daily mail 
to Cairo, unless some difficulty intervenes, such a 
provision should be made. If the effect of this is 


$ 


1 


| 
! 
f 


i son.| This ‘report is in answer toa resolution of 


! ville and Cairo, St. Louis and Cairo, Cairo and Memphis, 


of my friend from Mississippi succeeds, you nul- |! and Memphis and New Orleans, and to supply such inter- 


| order from time to time, on suitable and safe steamboats.?? 


to. discharge the Post Office Department of its 
obligation to supply a daily mail to the whole 
West, particularly the southern commercial me- 
tropolis, New Orleans, and the Northwest, we 
ought to consider very seriously whether the dif- | 
ference between what-the Postmaster thinks he 
ought to give, and what he is compelled te give, 
should lead us thus to act? 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Tennes- 
see will allow me to makeasuggestion? I do not 
deny the rights of the people of the States on the 
Mississippi to have these mail facilities; but I only 
wish to suggest whether we had not better take 
time, in order to digest a plan to secure the ob- 
ject. | 
i Mr. BELL. We have alaw now. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then why offer this amend- 
ment? 

Mr. BELL. Ido not press it. 

Mr. BROWN. Because the Postmaster Gen- 
eral will not execute that law. He has not done 
it for two years. b 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am quite sure that if the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] 
had been thoroughly acquainted with the law and 
all the facts connected with the proposition which 
he has introduced, he would not have presented it. 
There is no necessity for legislation, in order to 
secure the mail service asked for by his amend- 
ment. There is now a law, full and ample, and 
it is not the fault of any Senator or member of the 
House that it has not been executed. It is the 
fault of the Postmaster General. There is a con- 
tract existing at this me, made in April or May, 
1853, whereby all the mail service intended to be 
provided by the honorable Senator’s amendment, 
was to have been commenced in December last. | 
The parties who made it were ready, willing, and 
offered to execute it; but the Postmaster General 
gave such a construction to some of its provisions 
as to prevent any attempt at its performance, and 
thus defeated the object of the law. If this ques- 
tion is to be argued at length, I shall ask the Sec- 
retary of the Senate to read a report which was 
communicated to the Senate on the 9th of Feb- 
ruary last, in answer to a resolution offered, 1 be- 
lieve, by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. THomp- \ 


the Senate respecting the measures taken to estab- 
lish a daily mail between certain places on the Ohio 
and Mississippi, as required by the eleventh sec- 
tion of the ‘act to establish certain post roads and 
for other purposes,’ approved August 31, 1852.” 
I shall ask the Secretary to read so much of that 
report as may be necessary to explain the matter; 
but before he does that, I wish to read the law now 
in force on this subject. [ think [ can satisfy the 
honorable Senator that legislation is not necessary 
in this case. The eleventh section of the act of 
August 31, 1852, reads as follows: 

“Sec. il. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 


duty of the Postmaster General to issue proposals and con- 
tract for the transportation of a daily mail between Louis- 


mediate points as he may order, from time to time, on suit- 
able and sate steamboats. ?? 


Now, 1 will ask the Secretary to read the first 
two pages of the report of the Postmaster General: 
The Secretary read them, as follows: 


Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, February 9, 1854. 

Sır: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate of the 
24th January, 1854, L have the honor to submit the follow- | 
ing report : 

The eleventh section of the act of Congress, approved | 
August 31, 1852, made it “ the duty of the Postmaster Gen- 
erat to issue proposals, and contract for the transportation 
ofa daily mail between Louisville and Cairo, St. Louis and 
Cairo, Cairo and Memphis, and Memphis and New Or- 
leans, and to supply such intermediate points as he may 


Under this act of Congress my predecessor advertised on 
the 3lst December, 1852, that proposals would be received 
until three, p. m., of 10th February, 1853, (to be decided on 
or before the Ist March fellowing,) for conveying the mails 
for four years from ist July, 1853, by an express line, 
stopping at the principal offices only between Louisville 
and New Orleans, and way lines connecting such principal 
offices and supplying all intermediate offices, and also bya | 
connecting line from St. Louis and Cairo. | 

A copy of the advertisement is herewith transmitted, | 
marked A. It was published in the National Intelligencer, 
Republic, and Union, of Washington city; Express, New 
York; Gazette, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; Gazette, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio ; Journal, Louisville, Kentucky ; Intelligencer, | 
St. Louis, Missouri; Eagle and Enquirer, Memphis, Ten- | 
nessee; Gazette and Democrat, Little Rock, Arkansas ; | 
and Commercial Bulletin, New Orleans. 

The abstract, marked B, shows the several bids that 
were received under said advertisements. 
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On the 1st March, 1853, the Postmaster General accepted | 


the bid of Messrs. Glover & Mather, which is in the follow- 
ing words, viz: 

“ We, William R. Glover, of Louisville, Kentucky, and 
Thomas W. Mather, of the city of New York, propose to 
carry the mails on routes No. 5,102 express, and way lines 
from Louisville, Kentucky, to New Orleans, Louisiaua, 
agreeably to the advertisement of the Postmaster General, 
dated the 3lst day of December, 1852, and by the following 
mode of conveyance, viz: in steamboats, as required by 
the advertisement, for the annual sum of $450,000. 

t WILLIAM R. GLOVER, 
“THOMAS W. MATHER. 

t WASHINGTON CITY, January 21, 1853.” 

On the 2d March, 1853, the following letter was addresse 
to those bidders, viz: 


tt GENTLEMEN : The Postmaster General has accepted 
your proposal for carrying the mail on routes 
No. 5,102, Louisville to New Orleans, express line, 
5,102a, Louisville to Evansville, way line. 


5,1025, Evansville to Cairo, do. 
5,102c; Cairo to Memphis, do. 
5,102d, Memphis to Napoleon, do. 
5,102e, Napoleon to Vicksburg, do, 


5,102f, Vicksburg to St. Francisville, do. 

5,102g, St. Francisville to New Orleans,do., 
agreeably to the advertisement of the Postmaster General, 
dated December 31, 1852; service to be daily in new low, 
pressure steamboats, and to commence on or before the 1st 
day of October next, all for the compensation of $450,000 a 
year. WILLIAM H. DUNDAS, 

: “í Second Assistant Postmaster General. 
“ Wittiam Grover and Tuomas W. MATHER.” 

Immediately after taking charge of the Department, rep- 
reseniations were made to me that the public service did 
not require two lines between Louisville and New Orleans, 
and the following letter was received, which was, of course, 
entitled to great consideration : 

Wasurineron, D. C., March 11, 1853, 

The nadersigned respectfully recommend that no contract 
be entered into with the accepted bidders on the routes 
between Louisville, Cairo, St. Louis, and New Orleans. 
They are satisfied that one daily mail over these routes wib 
be as much as the wants or wishes of the ‘public will re- 
quire; and that the expenditure of so large an amount as 
is requisite for two daily mails is unnecessary. 

They would respectfully suggest that the accepted bid- 
ders be notified of the fact that the Drpartment has. sus- 
pended the ac®eptance until the matter can be investigated 
by yourself. Very respectfully, 

J. D. BRIGHT, 

S. P. CHASE, 

D. R. ATCHISON, 

5. ADAMS, 

THOMAS J. RUSK, 

JOHN PETTIT, 

GEORGE W. JONES. 
Hon. JAMES CAMPBELL, Postmaster General. 


On receiving this communieation I suspended the ac- 
ceptance of the bid for such service, until i could make ful? 
inguiry on the subject. 

On the 12th March, 1853, Igeaused Messrs. Glover & 
Mather to be addressed as follows + 


Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 2 
Contract OFFICE, March 12, 1853. $ 


I am instructed by the Postmaster General to say, that 
he has not had time, since he came into the Department, 
to examine the matter of the acceptance of the proposal of 
yourself and T, W. Mather for conveying the mails on the 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers, between Louisville and New 
Orleans, but that it is his intention to reconsider the accept- 
ance as soon as he can find time to give it his attention. 

WILLIAM H. DUNDAS, 
Second Assistant Postmaster General. 
Wirriam R. Grover, Louisville, Kentucky. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The late Postmaster General, 
Mr. Hubbard, had accepted proposals for carry- 
ing the mails in a double line of steamers, from 
Louisville to New Orleans. That is, there was 
to be an express line starting daily from Louis- 
ville, and running through without delivering 
mails except at the principal points, and another 
line was to start from the same place, and stop at 
all the intermediate points. Theaccepted bidders. 
for this double service, agreed to perform it for 
$450,000. 

The object of the letter just read was to post- 
pone definite action until the present Postmaster 
General could satisfy himself that the amount of 
service proposed to be performed, and the mode 
of performing it, was not adapted to the interests 
and wants of the public. The gentlemen who 
joined in that letter had all taen an active part in 
passing the Jaw that f have just read. They felt 
then very much as the Senators from Arkansas 
and Mississippi seem to feel now; and hence 
their anxiety to see the work entered upon under 
such auspices as would insure its continuance. 
They believed an attemptto establish a double line, 
or, as it was called, an ‘‘ express’? and a ‘* way 
line,” would defeat both; that one line would ac- 
commodate the entire community, and that only 
one line could be sustained. ‘They further be- 
lieved that the introduction of tow pressure boats, 
on the plan proposed by the late Postmaster Gen- 
eral, would prove a failure, as it had on our west- 
ern rivers, 

It appears that the present Postmaster General, 
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after examining the whole subject, decided, as he 
had a right to do under the enlarged discretionary 
powers given him by law, to annul the contract, 
which he did, and made an entire new contract, 
which is now in force, cutting off one of the lines 
altogether, and a large portion of the way-service 
called for in the printed proposals, reducing the 
amount to be paid from $450,000 down to about 
$300,000. This service, I understand, was to 
have been commenced by the contractors, Glover 
& Mather, some time last winter; and, if my in- 
formation is correct, (and Ihave no reason to doubt 
it,) these contractors were ready, willing, and 
fully prepared, on the day named in their contract, 
to perform it; but on calling for the mail at the 
post office both in Louisville and New Orleans, 
they were told they could not have it, because the 
boats on which they intended carrying it had taken 
freighton board. The effect of this unjust, illegal, 
and arbitray order has been to bring about the 
very state of things of which the honorable Sen- 
ators from Mississippi and Arkansas complain. 
It has left the people of the great valley of the 
Mississippi, from the falls of the Ohio to New Or- 
leans, without any regular mail facilities, and forced 
them to fall back upon the old plan of hiring such 
transient boats from day to day, or from week to 
week, as would undertake the service, which, in 
reality, is little better than no service at all; for I 
am informed that, under this system of shipping 
the United States mail, it is not uncommon fore 
boat starting from New Orleans to Louisville 
three, four, five, and sometimes six days behind 
another having the mail on board, for the boat Mast 
starting to deliver her mails in advance of the 
other. All experience proves that we cannot rely 
upon this transient service for anything like sys- 
tem or regularity in our mail communication upon 
western waters. We must have a regular line, 
and. this the public are now entitled to, under the 
existing laws; and, as I said before, f€is no fault of 
Congress that this service is not now performed. 
It is the fault of those having charge of your postal 
arrangements. Itis they who have broken down 
the contract regularly made, for a cause thatis noth- 
ing more than a mere pretext, and so regarded by 
every man who knows anything about the expense 
of navigating western waters by steam. hy, 
sir, the idea of a steamboat running in any trade 
on the Ohio or Mississippi river, and paying even 
her expenses, without, carrying freight, is prepos- 
terous; and any man at all conversant with the 
facts involved in such a proposition, and would 
deny it, is either insincere or demented. Freight 
is the important item in the business of all western 
steamboats, [ care not in what trade they may be 
engaged; and deny to any line of boats this priv- 


ilege, and they would not pay their daily running | 


expenses, after adding on and paying them the 
highest rate of compensation for mail service ever 

aid on the Ohio or Mississippi rivers; and, sir, 
in this position I will be sustained—fully sus- 
tained—-by every man who knows anything about 
the subject of which 1 speak. The Senator from 
Ohio knows what I sayis true, (the Senator from 
Ohio nods assent;) so do the Senators from 
Tennessee, and doubtless others; but I have no 
wish to prolong this debate now. 
time. 


at all necessary; the law now in force is full, 


ample; and it is only a willful disregard of that | 


law by those whose duty it is to see it executed, 
that deprives the public of the mails they so much 
need. E 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I cannot very 
well appreciate the censure which seems to be at- 
tempted to be cast upon the Postmaster General 
in this case. It appears tbat his predecessor ad- 
vertised for service on this route. There were 
bidders for the service. A bid was accepted, and 
a contract entered into for $450,000. After this 
contraet was entered into, it was discovered by 
certain gentlemen now in the Senate, that the ex- 
tent of the service was greater than they deemed 
necessary. They therefore addressed the Post- 
master General a letter on the subject, represent- 
ing to him that the service provided for by that con- 
tract was greater than was necessary, and would 
cost more than it was propertoallow. They de- 
sired him to take the matter into consideration, as 
he Senator from Indiana says, because he and 

thers who signed the letter thought the character 


We have not! 
All these facts will doubtless be before us | 
in another form. I shall content myself at present || 
with repeating, that I do not think the amendment | 
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of the contract was such, and the amount to be || Cincinnati to Louisville, carries freight with every 


paid was so great, that the whole scheme would 
be broken down. The Postmaster General took 
their letter into consideration; he received their 
suggestions; he perceived their propriety, and he 
acted in accordance with them, and disbanded the 
contract. In reviewing the subject, he deemed a 
modification of the contract to be necessary. He 
altered the proposals. ‘The persons who were the 
first contractors came forward, accepted the mod- 
ified proposals, and entered into a contract for 
one daily line at $297,000 a year. “It seems that 
they were ready to perform that service at the spe- 
cified time; but as there was, in the original pro- 
posals, a provision that the boats to carry the mails 
should not be freight boats, when they applied for 
the mail, having nothing but freight boats, the 
mail was refused them. Now, Mr. President, I 
have traveled somewhat upon the Mississippi 
and Ohio rivers, and [ do say unqualifiedly that 
the general class of freight boats there are not 
proper for carrying the mails. Who that has been 
at Louisville, or Cincinnati, or St. Louis, or Mem- 
phis, @d other points, has. not seen the annoy- 
ances to which persons are put? A man sees the 
shingle of one of these boats up to leave at a cer- 
tain hour in the day. After seeing this, he will 
go on board, pay his passage, take his baggage, 
and yet he may not get off for three or four days; 
and when he does get off, how is he treated? Why, 
they start down the river, and the first point they- 
come to the boat stops to take on board twenty, 
or thirty, or forty hogsheads of tobacco, and so 
it goes on. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Ido not wish gentlemen to 
argue on a supposed state of facts. The Senator 
is entirely mistaken. The mail boats start from 
Louisville at a certain hour. They are bound to 
do it; and unless they do, they are finable under 
the law. 

Mr. WALKER. I know whatthelaw requires, 
and I know they advertise to start at a certain time, 
but I have been stating the case as it actually ex- 
ists. Every one who has traveled on these mail 
boats knows that he is detained at every one of 
the stopping points until the boatmakes up a cargo. 
We have had some example of mail-bogts on the 
Ohio river, and I say that those packets formerly 
used, when { was in the habit of traveling on them, 
the old White, the Ben Franklin, number 1, 2, 3, 
and I believe they went up to 10, did not do a 
freight business. 

Mr. BRIGHT. They always did. 

Mr. WALKER. They did an express busi- 
ness, but they did not doa freight business, such 
as was contemplated to be excluded under this con- 
tract. I do not deem it proper that the Postmaster 
General should be censured in this manner with- 
out his views upon it being heard. For my part, 
so far as I have witnessed his action, I believe he 
would not violate an act of Congress; I believe he 
would not run counter to Congress, and would 
not set himself up in opposition to the legislative 
department of the Government. I do not think he 
has done so, and I venture to say when his expla- 
nation is heard on the subject, he will give good 
and sound reasons for the course he has pursued. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My friend from 
Wisconsin may have traveled on the Mississippi, 
but I do not think he knows much about it; and 
his traveling there must have been in olden times. 
Now, sir, the only difficulty in the way is the one 
suggested by the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. 
Bricut.] The Postmaster General, under the 
Jaw passed by Congress, issued proposals for car- 
rying an express mail and a way mail on this 
route. Cértain Senators, believing that to be im- 
practicable, addressed him a letter, and asked 
him to change it. Glover & Co. were the con- 
tractors under the first proposition. In obedience 
to the suggestions pf those Senators, and yielding 
to their experience as to that river—for all of them 
either lived there, or had traveled much upon it— 
the Postmaster General changed the order, and the 
same company—Glover & Co.—took the contract 
for carrying one daily mail on this line. 

The Senator from Wisconsin says that after 
this contract was made, the Postmaster General 
did right in excluding them from carryinz the 
mails, because they carried freights. Now, let 
me tell that Senator, that there never was a mail 
carried on the Mississippi, or on any of its triba- 
taries, in any other character or class of boats. 
The very line to which the Senator alluded, from 


mail, and makes money enough from the freight 
to defray expenses. I know it; because I have 
traveled on that line time after time. A mere 
freight boat, with reference to time and. speed, is 
one thing, and the carrying of way freightis-a 
different thing. Butto what does-all that amount 
to, and what right had the Postmaster General to 
consider it? I was not in his contract. “There 
was his written and signed contract with Glover 
& Co. They gave abundant security, accord- 
ing to his own requirements, to carry the mail 
in accordance with the contract, and his rem- 
edy was under the contract. For him to set.aside 
his own contract, or rather a change of contract 
made in obedience to the suggestion of Senators 
interested in the matter, when there was no pro- 
vision in that contract excluding the carrying of 
freights, wasa usurpation of power which ought 
not to be tolerated by the Senate. 

Mr. PRATT. Will my friend allow me to 
ask him one question, for I wish to understand 
this matter before I vote. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Certainly. 

Mr. PRATT. 1 understand that the Postmas- 
ter General issued an advertisement, by which he 
asked for proposals to carry the mail in boats 
which were not to carry freight. - Then acontract 
was entered into which was silent in reference to 
that point. Now, I ask my friend as a lawyer, 
or J will ask any lawyer on this: floor, whether, 
when the contract was entered into under an ad- 
vertisement which required that the party con- 
tracting should not carry freight, the advertisement 
would not be considered as part of the contract, 
although the contract itself might be silent on the 
subject? 

Mr. BRIGHT. The honorable Senator is mis- 
taken as to the fact. ' 

Mr. PRATT. I ask for information. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In the first place, 
the facts are not as the Senator from Maryland 
supposes; and, in the next place, I should differ 
from my friend on the question of law, though 
doubtless he is a better lawyer than lam. Ido 
not choose, however, to mix this question with 
technicalities. I want the people of the valley of 
the Mississippi to know how it is, and why it is, 
that they have been denied the enjoyment of ad- 
vantages and benefits which have been secured tu 
all other portions of the country. Besides, the 
law guarantees them this mail service. A propo- 
sition was made to carry the mail daily under the 
law. That proposition was accepted by a respon- 
sible company, under bonds, guarantees, and se- 
curity. The contract was set aside by the Post- 
master General succeeding the one who made the 
contract, under the advisement of Senators here, 
and a new contract was made. The parties went - 
forward and consummated that contract, and pre- 
pared their boats to carry it out. A boat at the 
proper time was at the wharf at Louisville, with 
steam up; but when the agent applied for the mails, 
the postmaster refused to give them. Why? Be- 
cause he said they were required to be carried 
upon vessels which had no freight. No such pro- 
vision was in the contract, and it cannot be shown 
in the contract. It never was there, and it could 
not have been there, because no sensible man who 
ever traveled on that river could believe, for a sin- 
gle moment, that men would agree to carry a daily 
mail from Louisville to New Orleans for $290,000 
a year, and exclude everything else but the mail. 
They were bound to carry it according to time. 
They stipulated for time. They gave bonds and 
security to carry it within that time. And the 
Postmaster General refused to deliver them the 
mail to carry. That, however, is not exactly the 

oint which I wish to get at.. 

Mr. HUNTER. I know my friend will par- 
don me for interrupting him; but I wish to sug- 
gest to him that we have but little time left. We 
ought to be disposing of this bill. I wish to make 
that suggestion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I amas sensitive, 
I hope, as any one here in regard to the rights and 
interests of this Government, and ] would defer 
to the Senator from Virginia as soon as any Sen- 
ator on this floor, but F have been told the same 
thing over and over again since I have been here. 
All this important business is reserved to the 
close of the session, and when untold millions 
of dollars,and the rights and interests of my cons 
stituents are at stake, I am told that the time is 
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too short. If the time is too short, let gentle- 
men offer a resolution to extend the time, and I 
will vote for it; but sooner than see the rights of 
my constituents disregarded, I would speak away 
the last hour -of the session, and feel that I had 
violated no right.of the constituents of the Sena- 
tor‘from Virginia, or of the country. We have 
been postponed from year to year, and other 
measures have been carried forward; and now we 
are told that because the timeis short, justice can- 
not be done to nearly one half the States of this 
Union. 2 
- But, sir, let"me. come to the point at which I 
wish to arrive. -I will ask the honorable Senator 
from Indiana if, after the Postmaster General re- 
fused ‘to give the Ynails to Glover & Co. because 
they carried freight on their boats, he did not give 
part of that same gontract to another company 
who did carry freight on their boats from Louis- 
ville to St. Louis? And did he not give them 
$70,000 a year, without any,warrant of law, upon 
a special-and private contract, and allow them to 
carry. freight on their boats? I ask the honorable 
Senator if he knows anything of that? 
`: Mr. BRIGHT. 1 will say, in reply, that I un- 
derstand the company carrying the mail from 
Louisville to St. Louis, before this contract was 
entered into, received about $70,000 per annum 
for that service, and always carried both freight 
and passengers, as every boat does on our western 
rivers: I never heard of an instance where a boat’s 
business was confined exclusively to passengers. 
After the mail was refused to Glover & Mather, 
on the St. Louis branch of the line, the old con- 
tractors, Rodgers, Shirlock & Co., were permitted 
to go on and perform the same service at the old 
rates, receiving the same compensation as before; 
carrying freights, of course! for no boat in that, 
or any other trade in the West, could pay ex- 
penses and be debarred this privilege. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is just what 
I supposed. Then here is your Postmaster Gen- 
eral, so fastidious about his advertisements for car- 
rying the mail, that, though he leaves it out of 
his contract, he refuses to allow the mail to be 
carried under a contract, on the ground that the 
boats carry freight. Afterwards he turns round 
and gives the best part of that contract to another 
contractor, whose boats are carrying freight every 
day, and that contractor is in this city to-day 
drawing his money for that identical part of the 
contract—-$70,000 for carrying the mail from Lou- 
isville to St. Louis. And yet, from the mouth of 
the Ohio to New Orleans, we are to have no mail 
service, not even twice a week, or tri-weekly, 
much less daily, because the Postmaster General 
says his proposition was that no freight should 
be carried upon the boats. If you can carry 
freight on the mail boats from Louisville to St. 
Louis, why not to Memphis, to Vicksburg, to 
Natchez, to Napoleon, to New Orleans, and all 
along the river ? There is something wrong about 
this matter, and I think it is time to get at it. 
Congress has accorded this service to us; and if 
your executive officers choose to set aside and 
treat your edicts with contempt, it is time, I think, 


that the Senate should stand up for its own dig- || 


nity, ‘and read a lecture to such gentlemen as 
choose to set aside the laws passed by the Con- 
gress of the United States. This officer has vio- 
lated the law for two years; he now refuses to 
comply with it; and this amendmentis intended to 
obviate such difficulties as he suggests, and to en- 
-able him to carry it out. In my opinion, he will 
not do it after you pass this. 
Mr. BROWN. Iam exceedingly anxious to 
et a vote, quite ae much so as my friend from 
irginia, and therefore I do not intend to make a 
Speech; but I have a few wo 
nation. The law which my friend from Indiana 
has read has been on the statute-book for two 
years. It has not been executed. If it stands 
there two years longer it will not be executed. I 
will not take time to explain why it will not be. 
But here is an amendment which expresses the 
sense of Congress in such explicit terms that the 
Postmaster General cannot. misunderstand it. 
More than that, it not only authorizes him to do 
this thing, but requires him in so many words to 
doit. There is another law behin 
the failure to ex 
that is a provisi 
which allows th 
for excess, 


ecute this statute is sheltered, and 
on in the General Post Office law, 
e Postmaster General to reject bids 
He has two or three times a vertised 


d which I know | 


rds to say in expla- || 


under the law of the last Congress, and made no 
contract. . This amendment authorizes him to ad- 
vertise; and if he does not get bids which he can 
accept, it requires him to make private contracts 
to carry the mails at allevents. What we want 
is the service. I would rather have it by adver- 
tisement; but if that fails time after time, and he 
cannot by advertisement get such bids as he can 
accept, then let him make private contracts; but 
do not let us stand here to all eternity on mere 
technicalities. f 

I think, witň my friend from Indiana, that the 
Postmaster General has not discharged his duty 
| under this law. I believe he has rejected as ex- 
cessive bids which were not so, and bids which 
he ought to haveaccepted. Still he shelters himself 
behind thelaw. I want to take away that shelter, 
and put him in a position where he must make a 
| contract, and must have a mail carried. He can 
i make contracts under this provision; if it passes, 
he will be compelled to do it, and he can make 
them cheap. Without another word, I hepe the 
| Vote will be taken. 
| Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I desire to ask the Sen- 
| ator from Mississippi to allow me to renew, in 
part, the amendment which my colleague offered. 

ts object is to fill up the gap between Keokuk, in 
the State of Iowa, and Galena, in the State of IH- 
linois. That isthe only part of the Mississippi 
river upon which the mail is not now carried by 
steamboats. It is not carried, I believe, for the 
reason that the Postmaster General does not be- 
lieve he has authority todo it. The mail is carried 
| by steamboats from @. Louis to Keokuk daily, 
and it is carried from Galena to St. Pauls daily. 
There is a gap of about two hundred and fifty or 
three hundred miles which I desire to see supplied; 
and I hope, therefore, the Senator will agree to 
amend his amendment by inserting after “New 
| Orleans” the words “and from Keokuk, Iowa, 
i to Galena, Ilinois.” 

Mr. BROWN. That would not connect the 
lines together. My amendment is for one con- 
tinuous line from Cairo to New Orleans. Now, 


i my friend proposes to commence above St. Louis, 
jand go from Keokuk to Galena, which would 


make altogether a separate line. It ought to be 
offered as a separate amendment, and in that form 
I will vote for it. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Suppose it be added 


j as a proviso to the Senator’s amendment, in these 


words: 


Provided, That the Postmaster General be alao author- 
ized to contract for carrying a daily mail fiom Keokuk to 
alena. 


Mr. BROWN. The Senator can offer that as 
a separate amendment. 

r. JONES, of Iowa. Ifthe Senator will not 
| accept it, I will not offer it now, because I do not 
wish to embarrass the amendment of the Senator 
| from Mississippi. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
| is on the amendment of the Senator from Missis- 
| sippi. 

Mr. PRATT called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Iwill only repeat that I am 
unwilling to give the Postmaster General any 
| Such power as is contemplated by this amend- 
| ment, for the reason that he now has, under the 
| general law, authority to employ temporary ser- 
vice at any time; and prior to and since the exe- 


|| cution of the contract in this case has, as I am 


| informed, done it. 

| Mr. BELL. I think I cannot vote for this 
| amendment, because I understand that it is an 
| abandonment of the claim of the West to have a 
: daily mail between Cairo and New Orleans. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I do not regard it as an 
| abandonment, and therefore I shall vote for it. 

|. Mr. BENJAMIN. I think the Senator from 


j| Mississippi made an explanation, which, if it had 


| been listened to by the Senate, would have been 
i entirely satisfactory, and would have shown gen- 
| tlemen the necessity, the absolute necessity, of 
| the section which he has proposed to add to the 
‘bill. The section of law, which was read by the 
| Senator from Indiana, provides, as follows: 
_ < That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to 
issue proposals and contract for the transportation of a daily 
mail between Louisville and Cairo, St. Louis and Cairo,” 
Now we come to the part between Cairo and 
| New Orleans: ~ 


* Cairo and Memphis, and Memphis and New Orleans.” 
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The law therefore restricts the Postmaster Gen- 
eral distinctly in the service between Cairb and 
New Orleans to two routes, one from Cairo to 
Memphis, and the other from Memphis to New 
Orleans; and it does not authorize him to subdi- 
vide those contracts. It does not authorize him 
to make any other contract than these. It gives 
him no discretion. It requires a daily mail be- 
tween ‘* Cairo and Memphis, and Memphis and 
‘New Orleans.” Now, as has been perfectly well 
explained by the Senator from Mississippi, you 
cannot contract for any reasonable sum for a daily 
| mail between Memphis and New Orleans, or be- 
tween Memphis and Cairo; but if you will allow 
the Postmaster General to contract for a daily 
mail between New Orleans and Natchez or Vicks- 
burg, and then allow him to make another con- 
tract for the conveyance. of the mail between 
Natchez or Vicksburg and Memphis, and thus 
subdivide this contract, so as to take advantage 
of the daily packets between the intermediate 
points on the river, you can get your mail carried 
| daily. The object, then, of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, is to enlarge the power granted to the 
Postmaster General by this section of law, so as 
to enable him to take advantage of the local 
means of conveyance, and thereby attain the ob- 
ject that all have so much at heart. 

Mr. BELL. But does not the amendment also 
provide that, if he thinks proper, he shall not 
contract for a mail more than three times a week ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The gentleman does not 


understand the section, I am satisfied. Ido not 
so read it, 
Mr. BRIGHT. Iso understand it. 


Mr. BELL. And I. 

Mr.BENJAMIN. If the gentlemen will allow 
"me to say a few words more, Í shall abandon the 
floor to themg The next point provided for*by 
the Senator from Mississippi is this: It is true the 
general law provides that the Postmaster General 
shall have permission to reject bids when he ad- 
vertises for proposals, provided they are in excess 
of what he deems to be fair compensation for the 
service rendered; and it is also true, as suggested 
by the Senator from Indiana, that the Postmaster 
General has power, under the general law, to pro- 
vide for temporary service; but the section pre- 
sented by the Senator from Misaissippi is not in- 
tended for one case or thè other. The section 
presented by the Senator from Mississippi pro- 
vides that, if the Postmaster General, after adver- 
tising, shall find that the cost of carrying the mail 
is greater than the exigencies of the service justify, 
he shall be at liberty to reject the bids, and then 
make private contracts without advertising for 
the whole term for which he has advertised—not 
a mere temporary contract to supply the deficiency 
for a moment, but a permanent contract, if he can 
do it on private terms, for less than the bids which 
are offered in response to his advertisement. 

Now, in relation to the tri-weekly niail of which 
the Senator from Tennessee speaks. The pro- 
vision of the Senator from Mississippi 1s simply 
that, as between Memphis and Cairo, the Post- 
master General shall be authorized to make the 
mail a tri-weekly one, if he cannot succeed in 
getting it carried daily on terms to suit him; but 
between Memphis and New Orleans it is to be a 
daily mail. 

Mr. BELL. I think the honorable Senator is 
entirely mistaken. Let the amendment be read. 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. I understand it to be as I 
| have stated. i 
Mr. BROWN. The provision is, ‘shall not 
| be carried more than seven, nor less than three 
times a week each way.” 

Mr. BELL. Certainly. If he finds th& a daily 
mail will cost more than he thinks ought to be ex- 
‘pended, he is authorized to establish a tri-weekly 
mail,and no more. That is the ground on which 
I said it was a repeal of the former law. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not so understand 
the amendment; but if that be the meaning of it, 
it can be easily altered so as to effect the object 
which I know the Senator from Mississippi has 
in view. . 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Louisiana 
[Mr. Bensamin] and myself do not disagree as to 
the enlarged discretionary powers which the Post- 
| master General possesses under the general law 
regulating his duties; and I will demonstrate that 
| he has exercised them to their fullest extent in 


i this case. In the first place, the proposals pro- 
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vided, as I said when I was first up, that the ser- 
vice should be double, and upon low pressure 
boats; and the bid was accepted at $450,000; but 
upon the representation of those Senators whose 
names I read a few moments since, that such ser- 
vice was not adapted to the western waters, that 
there was too much of it, that the public would 
be satisfied with less, the Postmaster General at 
one stroke of his pen swept all out, annulled the 
contract, and directed his assistant to make a 
written proposition to the present contractors, 
saying we will pay you, not $450,000, as has 
been agreed upon by the original proposals, but 
$297,000, reducing the service, lengthening the 
time, altering the character of the boats to per- 
form the service, and changing it generally. 

This the Postmaster General had a perfect right 
to do; but had hea right to make a contract, in- 
volving the great responsibilities as this contract 
did, silent as to the privilege and right of the con- 
tractors to carry freight, and after the time arrived | 
for the commencement of its performance, to set 
up the absurd nonsensical objection that the boats 
provided to carry the mail had freight on board, 
and therefore the mail could not be delivered. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator will permit 
me to say that I do not at all pretend to defend 
the past action of the Postmaster General, but I | 
wish to place it beyond his power to deprive ug. | 
hereafter of this mail. = ai 

Mr. BRIGHT. I was about further to remark, | 
that if a proposition inhibiting these contractors 
from carrying freight had been proposed, I am in- 
structed by them to say that they would have said 
at once, it is impossible to perform it on such 
terms. Iam informed, and believe, that the act- 
ual running expenses of vessels from Louisville 
to New Orleans and back, such as these contract- 
ors had provided for carrying this mail, are from 
$5,000 to $6,000 per trip. INow, what is the rate 
of compensation which they were to receive per 
trip for carrying this mail? A friend has just 
handed me a statement which shows that from | 
Louisville to New Orleans and back, the round | 
trip, as it is called, the pay would be less than 
$500, being less than one tenth of the amount re- 
quired to pay the actual running expenses of the 
vessel performing it. 

All the facts connected with this matter go to | 
prove that the Postmaster Genera! knows little or | 
nothing about the wants of our western constitu- 
encies, and still less about our commerce and: 
postal arrangements. For one, I do not believe 
the amendment pending, if adopted, will enlighten 
him in the least, and lest it might, per possibility, 
be construed into an approval of his course, I 
shall vote against it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. To obviate the 
difficulty suggested by the Senator from Indiana, 
I propose to amend the amendment of my friend 
from Mississippi by adding these words: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to justify the Postmaster General in failing or 


refusing to execute the law passed at the last Congress | 
providing for a mail service on the Mississippi river, or in j 


any wise to impair the rights of parties heretofore con- || 


tracting for this service. 


I hope my friend from Mississippi will accept 
this proposition. . 

Mr. BROWN. I have modified my amend- 
ment so as to meet the views of the Senator from 
Tennessee, (Mr. BeLL,] and I trust also my frien 
from Indiana, by adding: 

And said mail shall be carried daily from Cairo to Ne 
Orleans; and the Postmaster General is authorized, at hi 
discretion, to restrict the delivery of the mail at all othe 
points than Cairo, Memphis, Napoleon, Vicksburg, Nat 
chez, Baton Rouge, and New Orleans, to three mails 
week each way. 

I tried to explain before, that to undertake to 
deliver a daily mail at all the little offices on the 


bank of the river would be wholly impracticable; h 


and if it could be done, the people would conside: 
. it a decided bore. They want no such service 
but the great points do. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. STUARTI 
in the chair.) As the yeas and nays have bee 
ordered, it requires the consent of the Senate t 
allow the modification to be made. 

Mr. BROWN. I suppose there can be no ob 
jection to my modifying it as I have proposed. 

Mr. BRIGHT. [ have no more objection t 


that than to the whole amendment. I am oppose 
to giving the Postmaster General more enlarged 
discretionary power than is necessary. Under 


the general law, as I stated before, the Postmas- 
ter General has all the authority that is proposed 
to be given by the amendment; and the only rea- 
son for the amendment is to seem to legalize that 
which ought not to be legalized. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does the Senator 
from Mississippi accept the amendment which I 
suggested ? $ 

Mr. BROWN. I have no objection to adding 
this proviso: à 

Provided, That nothing herein shall be construed to in- 
terfere with existing rights of parties. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That will accom- 
plish the object I have in view. . 

Mr. BROWN. Thatis perfectly right. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I would rather take the vote 
on the amendment as it is offered, and afterwards 
on the proposition of the Senator from Tennessee. 

Mr. BROWN. Very well; I will afterwards 
vote for the amendment of the Senator from Ten- 
| Nessee myself. 

The question being taken on the amendment by 
yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 18, nays 25; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Brown, 
Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge, of lowa, Douglas, Fitz- 
patrick, Johnson, Jones, of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Se- 
bastian, Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, and Weller—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bright, Brodhead, Butler, 
Cass, Chase, Clayton, Fessenden, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, 
Houston, Hunter, James, Mason, Norris, Pratt, Rockwell, 
Rusk, Seward, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, Wade, and 
Walker—25. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The billwas reported to the Senate as mended, 
and the question was stated to be on concurring in 
the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr.PEARCE. There is oneamendment which 
it seems to me violates the rules of the Senate. 1 
| refer to the one appropriating money for arrears 
of pay due to a clerk in the Post Office Depart- 
ment. I inquire whether that is not contrary to 
the rules of the Senate? 


H The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Stuart.) 


The first question is on concurring in the amend- 
| ments made as in Committee of the Whole. The 
i Senator from Maryland can have that amendment 
| excepted if he wishes. ` 
Mr. PEARCE. I ask to have it excepted, so 
| that the question may be decided. 

The Presiding Officer put the question on all the 
other amendments, made as in Committee of the 
Whole; and they were concurred in, 


now is on concurring in the amendment which 
was excepted at the request of the Senator from 
Maryland. - 

Mr. PEARCE. It seems to methat that is out 
of order. 1 make that point. 

Mr. RUSK. Isit not too late? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks it is too late to make the point of order, as 
| the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, have 
agreed to the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


„still open to amendment. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I now move as an amend- 
ment the section which was offered by the Sena- 
| tor from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] and rejected. 
It may be a matter perfectly agreeable to gentle- 
| men on this floor to give a vote of censure against 
the Postmaster General, and I do not know that 
I should bedisposed at all to object to their gratifi- 
| cation of that desire, if it were not at the expense 
| of my constituency, and, as I believe, of the inter- 
| ests of the whole valley of the Mississippi. Now, 
sir, unless some amendment of this kind is put in 
į this bill, it is perfectly certain we shall remain 
subject to the same inconveniences in the valley 
| and have been for the last five or six years. Gen- 
, tlemen object to the passage of this amendment 
| on the ground that the law, as it was passed two 
| years ago, provided a daily mail for us in the val- 
| ley of the Mississippi; and to our remonstrances 
that we do not get that mail, that we are deprived 
j of the facilities which all other portions of the 


' eral does not execute the law; that the law is well i 
enough as itis, and the evident intention is to pass | 
a vote of censure on him. Now, sir, if they will | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is | 


of the Mississippi, to which we are now subject, ` 


offer a distinct and independent vote of censure 
on the Postmaster General I may vote for it, so 
that I can get my mail. But to take the postal 
| Service of the whole valley of the Mississippi, and 
| Sacrifice it to the mere gratification of a desire to 
|| reprimand the Postmaster General for his neglect 
of his duties, is what I think the Senate, on reflec 
tion, will not be willing to do. í 
i Mr. WELLER. f is just the other way. 
The vote is an approval of his conduct, as far as 
it goes, 
r. BENJAMIN. So far from that, gentle- 
; men said they rejected this section because the 
law, as it stood, was sufficient; and the object is 
| to reprimand the Postmaster General for not hav- 
| ing executed the law as it stood. They say that 
| the law, as it stood, was sufficient; and that, if 
we have not all the mails, it is the fault of the 
Postmaster General. The Postmaster General 
i Says, he does not construe the law as gentlemen 
on this floor do. We propose, by this amend- 
ment, to give him such a law as will make it im- 
possible for him to violate the intention of the 
Senate and of the other branch of Congress. We 
do this with a view of securing a daily mail for 
the valley of the Mississippi. I can see no reason 
for refusing to make this provision declaratory of 
the intention of Congress, other than a desire to 
censure the Postmaster General for non-compli- 
i| ance with the law. As I have already said, I re~ 
| peat, this is a vote of censure on the Postmaster 
| General, to which, as such, I have no objection, 
provided gentlemen will not pass it at the expense 
of my constituents. 
Mr. GEYER. I ask that the amendment may 
| be read. 
| The Secretary read it, as follows: 
| _ Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
| General be authorized and required to establish a mail on 
| the Mississippi river from Cairo to New Orleans; and that 
he contract for the same in one line, or in such divisions or 
| sections, or both, as may be most compatible with the 
| publie service. And to facilitate the execution of this sec- 
| tion, the Postmaster General may make immediate tempo- 
| rary arrangements for carrying said mail by the trip; and if 
: he fails to obtain acceptable bids, after advertising for thirty 
| days, he may make private contracts for carrying said mail. 
| And the said mail shall be carried daily from Cairo to New 
| Orleans, and the Postmaster General is authorized, at his 
| discretion, to restrict the delivery of the mail at all other 
| points than Cairo, Memphis, Napoleon, Vicksburg, Natchez, 
| Baton Rouge, and New Orleans, to three mails a week each 
| way. 
i Mr. BRIGHT. I do not know, Mr. Presi- 
i dent, how the Senate may construe the vote which 
ihas been taken. Whether they concur in the 
; Opinion expressed by the Senator from Louisiana 
i, or not, is a matter of very little consequence, so 
ii far as the merits.of this question is concerned. The 
i Senate having voted by yeas and nays on this 
| question understandingly, I feel quite sure they 
| will not reverse that vote without some other bet- 
| ter reason than yet heard offered. Now, sir, I 
| repeat that the law which has been read, author- 
|, izes the Postmaster General, without another word 
i! of legislation, to enter into a contract to carry the 
|| mail to and from any points between Louisville 
i| and New Orleans; and permit me to say, that Iam 
|| quite as anxious to see this much needed service 
in operation as any Senator present, and’ will aid 
ii in such legislation as may be necessary to effect 
|| the object; but I cannot consent to redeclare a law 
|, so plain in all its provisions as the one which has 
' been disregarded, and not executed in this instance. 
_ All the gentleman’s argument about giving power 
; to the Postmaster General to employ temporary 
‘service is wasted upon me. That power the Post- 
i; master General possesses now, and has for years 
|, past, and it has been exercised often before and 
' since the making of the contract over the route in 
| controversy. Hence I say, if the power given 
under existing laws is not plain and broad enough 
i: to demand and secure this service, nothing we can 
; enact will. 
Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, really, I do 
`: not understand the tactics of my friend from In- 
‘diana, although he is about as easily understood 
as any Senator upon this floor. I voted for the 
‘amendment of the Senator from Mississippi, and 
i the reason was simply this: I understand that 
under the previous law, the Postmaster Gener al 
|; thought there was some discretion in him, and 


| Union enjoy, the answer is, that it is the fault of | under that law he refused to make this contract, 
|| the Postmaster General; that the Postmaster Gen- | 


i or, having made the contract, heset it aside. The 
_ object which the Senator from Mississippi has in 
; View is to compel him to make a contract for th e 
| transportation of the mail on these rivers. Now, 
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the Senator from Indiana says he is in favor of 
that; he-wants the mails carried; but he enter- 
tains a different opinion in regard to the original 
law from that entertained by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral.. As there is a difference of opinion between 
the executive and. the legislative branch of the 
the Government, it has become necessary to legis: 
late still farther. The Senator from Mississippi 
now.proposes to put the law in such a shape that 
there will be no discretion in the executive de- 
periment, and that the Postmaster General will 

e compelled to give them this mail, which is so 
much demanded by the publicinterests. Thelast 
vote, in my judgment, is an approval of the con- 
duct, of the Postmaster General in refusing to 
make that contract. In other words, so far as 
the effect of that vote is concerned, it is declaring 
that the Postmaster General has exercised his dis- | 
cretion; if he has any discretion over the subject, 
in the proper way. I want the mail; and what 

have I to do to accomplish it? I have to vote for 

an amendment which puts it on such grounds 

that the Postmaster General dare not refuse to | 
enter into a contract. That is the reason I vote 

for the amendment. 

I do not undertake to censure the Postmaster 
General. It is a matter of no sort of consequence 
to me whether he has acted properly or not, in 
the past. l desire to put the law in such a shape 
that he will not dare, as an executive officer, to 
refuse to carry it out, The Senator from Indiana 
refuses to go with me. That is the whole of it. 
1 want the mail, and he says he wants it. The 
Postmaster General says he has not power to do 
otherwise than he has done. The Senator thinks 
he has. Thereis a difference of opinion. 'To ob- 
viate that difficulty which exists between the De- 
partment and certain Senators here, I voted for 
the amendment. That amendment, if it effects 
anything, will compel the Postmaster General to 
make a contract. 

Mr. BROWN. The vote just given is neither | 
a positive indorsement of the conduct of the Post- | 
master General, nor a vote of censure. While 
one Senator, judging from the debate, has evidently. 
felt inclined to censure the Postmaster General 
for failing to do what the law required, others 
have voted against the amendment, because they 
thought a vote in favor of it would be a censure on 
him. Those disposed to censure him by vote, 
and those disposed to screen him for censure, have 
evidently acted together to vote down this amend- 
ment. . 

Now, I wish to call attention to one fact, and I 
hope the Senate will attend to it. All the Senators 
from the States through which this line runs from 
Cairo to New Orleans, have voted for the amend- 
ment, while those who live off the line, and have 
no direct interest in it, have voted it down. The 
two Senators from Arkansas, the two Senators 
from Tennessee, the two Senators from Louisiana, 
and the two Senators from Mississippi, (covering | 
the whole of the country between Catro and New 
Orleans, except a small portion of Kentucky,) 
have voted for this amendment. Now, Í ask Sen- 
ators whether we ought not to have the right to | 
speak first in reference to the arrangement of our 
own mail affairs; and if the amendment is accept- 
able to the Senators through whose country the 
line runs, ought jt not to be acceptable to Senators 
elsewhere? 1 respectfully submit to my friend | 
from Indiana, whether his opinion that the Post- 
master General has failed in the performance of | 
his duties under the law, ought to operate to the | 
detriment of my constituents? I care not what 
may be the opinions entertained by my friend | 
from Indiana, of the conduct of the Postmaster 
General? I am standing up here speaking for 
justice; appealing, in the name of a people who 
have no mail facilities, for the passage of this 
amendment; and I especially submit again, that if | 
the two Senators from Arkansas, the two from | 
Tennessee, the two from Louisiana, and the two 
from Mississippi, being the Senators most imme- 
diately and directly interested in this question, 
think this proposition will be effective, ought we 
notto have it. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. And the Senators from | 
Iowa voted for it, : 

Mr. BROWN. But that part of the river. 
through which this mail is to ran does not touch f 
Iowa. Ido not say that other Senators ought to | 
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take it, as a matter of course, because we vote for | 
its but I do say that those of us who live imme- | 


diately on the line, ought to know more about it 
than those who live further off. My friend from 
Indiana may feel like censuring the Postmaster 
General for failing to perform his duty, and 1 shall 
not stop to screen that officer, for I think myself 
he has not discharged his whole duty; but 1 wish 


something done in this matter. The Postmaster | 


General, for two years, has stood out against the 
execution of the lawe Now, what does my friend 
from Indiana propose to do? Suppose he stands 
out two years longer, are my constituents to be 
all this time without mails, because my friend 
from Indiana thinks the Postmaster General ought 
to do the very thing which the Postmaster Gen- 
eral thinks he ought not to do? I ask my friend 
if this were a matter in which the people of Indi- 
ana were directly interested, and he brought for- 
ward a proposition on the subject, he would think 
it proper to have itdefeated as this has been? The 
Mississippi river, from Cairo to New Orleans, does 
not run by Indiana at all. My friend hasa daily 
mail on the Ohio river along his State, and so have 
the Senators from Missouri on the Mississippi, 
in front of the State. Itis true they are not con- 
nected with the mails below, but still they have 
their daily mail covering the whole front of Indi- 
ana on the Ohio river. Wehavenoneatall. The 
Postmaster General has refused to give us any. 
The Senator from Indiana censures him for that, 
and so do l; but we are without remedy, and we 
are without power. We have not even the im- 
peaching power. What can we do? Are we still 
content to complain and hear complaints, and do 
nothing, and are the people to be left without 
mails to all eternity? "My philosophy is different; 
I would move in he premises; J would make the 
law still more stringent, and so word it, that there 
could be no possibility of avoiding it. l have tried 
so to word the amendment, and | think I have 
done so. I trustthe Senate will at least give the 
Senators through, or between whose States that 
part of the river proposed to be covered by the 
amendment runs, the privilege of wording the law 
for themselves, as they desire to have it. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, | am very anxious 
to see a daily mail on the Mississippi river, but 
this is a very complicated business, and one which 
we cannot well consider at the close of the ses- 
sion on an appropriation bill. There is a law 
now in force requiring a daily mail to be carried 
on the Mississippi river. It has not been executed, 
and another law Will make it no better. The 
effect of passing this will be merely to repeat the 
same thing twice over. ‘Then I have other ob- 
jections to the amendment. As soon as the Hli- 
nois Central railroad shall be finished to Cairo, 
there will be a difference on the river which will 
require new arranzements. 
ment gives to the Postmaster General entirely too 
much discretion. In my judgment, it is not suf- 
ficiently matured. I cannot see precisely what 
will be the effect of it. Iam notin possession of 
the facts in regard to the contract made by the 
Postmaster General. I think he committed an 
error when he refused to give the mail to boats 
carrying freight, But it is a very difficult matter 
to adjust a plan that will get a mail there on a 
proper basis, and I do not think we can settle it 
now on this hill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let me suggest that, as the 
lilinois Central railroad will be done before long, 
this arrangement ought to be made before that 
time; for that will increase the necessity of a daily 
mail to New Orleans. 

Mr. WALKER. T wish, sir, to make a re- 
mark in reply to the Senator from Lowisiana. He 
construes the vote against the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Mississippi into a vote of 
censure on the Postmaster General. 1 voted 
against that amendment, but with the very oppo- 
site motive to thatattributed, notexpressly by him, 
but in which | was embraced, by the remarks of 
the Senator from Louisiana. I should have voted 
for that amendment if it had not been for the posi- 
tion taken by some of those so friendly to it, who 
threw the whole blame on the Postmaster General. 
For one, I am not willing to concede that he is so 
blameable as to require this imperative demand on 
him, that he shall do thus and so; and, conse- 
quently, 1 voted against the amendment, but not 
for the purpose of censuring him. 

_Mr. GEYER. [ do notrise to debate this ques- 
tion, but to put the honorable Senators, who are 
favorable to the amendment, in possession of the 


Besides, the amend- į 


reasons why I voted against it as it stood. I un- 
derstood itto be a proposition to give authority, 
and a mandate to the Postmaster General to make 
a contract, irrespective of any arrangements 
already entered into; and so understanding it, I 
did not feel authorized to vote for it. 

Mr. BROWN. Then the Senator misunder- 
stood it. I say so with all possible respect. The 
amendment does not release the Postmaster Gen- 
eral from the necessity of advertising, and it does 
not even compel him to accept bids if he thinks 
them excessive; but after he has exhausted that 
remedy, it authorizes him to make a private con- 
tract. 

Mr. GEYER. I[understand that a contract has 
already been entered into, and this amendment is 
mandatory on the Postmaster General to make 
another contract, either for the entire route, or in 
parts. The hcnorable Senator from Tennessee 
moved an amendment which was designed to save 
any existing contract; but that has not been incor- 
porated in the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
|| sissippi. Now, Iam prepared to vote for a propo- 
sition which shall make itobligatory on the Post- 
roaster General either to execute the contract he 
has entered into, or make anew one; but while 
there is an outstanding contract, I am unwilling to 
i| authorize, and still less to command, the Postmas- 
ter General to make a new contract, which seems 

me to be a recognition by the Senate of his in- 

sposition to execute an existing contract. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, my honora- 
ble friend from Texas spoke of this question as 
being exceedingly complicated, and he said that 
this was too late a period of the session to con- 
sider it properly. There is no doubt as to the 
latter remark; but I will ask the Senator whether 
there ever was a time when this subject was con- 
sidered at any earlier period of the session? It is 
hopeless for s to expect any legislation on the 
subject except in this connection; and when it is 
brought up in connection with the appropriation 
bills, it always is the latest hour of the session 
when it is approached. Therefore, so far as that 
point is concerned, there is no prospect that we 
shall ever have any more favorable time. 

The reasons which have been presented in favor 
of the amendment by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, I believe to be sound and correct; and so 
believing, I voted for the amendment before, and 
shall vote for it again with great pleasure. 
i| But, sir, the idea of censuring the conduct of the 
Postmaster General has attracted some attention 
here. Now, I wish to say that my vote on this 
question is governed by no disposition to censure 
or to pass any judgment whatever, either of cen- 
sure or of approval, upon the action of the Post- 
master General under the existing law. The law 
is in existence. Itnever has been enforced. The 
reason why I do not know. Thereason may be 
good, but it is impossible for me to say until I 
know something of thefacts. Those facts Iknow 
nothing of from him. ! have heard assertions 
made from which it would seem that censure could 
justly be imposed on him; but I have not heard 
his statement, and I do not presume to pass any 
censure onhim. The amendment is to remedy a 
difficulty which exists somewhere, and which has 
prevented the execution of a Jaw that has been in 
existence fortwo years. Itis to remedy the dif- 
ficulty, so that we may have the service. If the 
‘difficuity exists, it existsunderalaw. If we pass 
the proposed new law, it will certainly attain the 
object, or else difficulties will arise under it. With 
j| the matter of censure I have nothing to do. I 
simply ask for the service, whfch we have not 
had under a law that has been in existence for two 

ears. If the Postmaster General wishes to make 
fany showing in regard to the facts, let him do so; 
but I wish, in the mean time, to obtain a law which 
will give us the service. -` 

The remarks of the Senator from Texas in re- 
pard to the Ilinois Central railroad have nothing 
{o do, I think, with the subject. There isalready 
a regular daily mail from St. Louis to Cairo, and 
from Louisville to Cairo. The completion of the 
Hlinois Central railroad to Cairo will only add 
another daily mail to that point, and makes more 
mperative the necessity for a daily mail from New 

rleans to Cairo, connecting with that road. 
ope the amendment will obtain more favor on 
E vote than it did on the last. ; 


Mr. WELLER. This subject,I think, is fully 
understood by the Senate, an 


I hope we shall be 
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able to obtain a vote. Before the vote is taken, 
however, I desire to say, that I did not understand 
myself as voting to censure the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, or to approve of his cqnduct. As far as I 
have seen the acts of the Postmaster General, he 
is an able and efficient public officer, and I believe 
an honest man; but I vote for the amendment, be- 
cause those who are advocates for this service say 
legislation is necessary to accomplish the object. 
That is the only reason I vote for it. I spoke in 
my former remarks of the general principle of 
. Congress doing its own business, and leaving the 
executive officers to theirs. I hope the question 
will now be taken. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have been absent from the 
Senate Chamber, and have not heard this discus- 
sion; but I. am told that Senators on this floor 
have censured the conduct of the Postmaster 
General, for not carrying into effect the provisigns 
of a law, applicable toa contract made with Glover 
& Mather. As I understand the facts of the 
case, I think they perfectly exonerate the Post- 
master General from any censure whatever. Fis 
predecessor in office had advertised for proposals 
to carry the mail from Louisville to New Orleans 
in high pressure boats, not carrying freight. A 
bid, Í think, was made for $450,000. 

3 A Senaror. The facts have been stated be- 
ore, 

Mr. SLIDELL. I certairly have no disposi- 
tion to consume the time of the Senate uselessly. 
I am told that these facts have been stated before, 


but I was told by another Senator, my colleague, | 


that they were not stated. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I donot think they have 
been stated as fully as my colleague was about 

oing. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I merely wish then to say 
thatit has been the uniform practice of the Post 
Office Department, in making a contract, to con- 
sider the particulars of the advertisement, as part 
of the contract. 

Mr. WELLER. I understood thatthe Senator 
from Louisiana is mistaken, and that there is 
nothing whatever in theadvertisernent in regard to 
the transportation of freight. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think there is. 

Mr. WELLER. That is a very material fact. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Iwill correct the Senator frorn 
Louisiana. In the proposals issued originally 
for the service in low pressure boats, there was a 
aoe providing that freight should not be car- 
ried, 

Mr. SLIDELL.. Exactly. 

Mr. BRIGHT. That was in the original pro- 
posals, which, as I have stated, were set aside, 


and the Department issued a proposal to the | 


present contractors, after the suspension of the 
former contract, to know whether they would per- 
form the service. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Precisely, without any sub- 
sequent advertisement, and that is exactly the 
point. I contend that the Postmaster General has 
no right to deviate from the terms of a proposal 
once made. I do not think he has any such right 
under the law, though he may have under the 
usage of the Department. What I mean to say, 


as to the main pointof the case, is, that, after having | 
by his own volition, dispensed with the necessity | 


of having low pressure boats, and reduced the 
price of the contract from $450,000 to $297,000, 


e gave it to the gentlemen whose claims are advo- | 


cated by the Senator from Indiana. Now, I say, 
that under the contract as entered into by the pre- 
decessor of Judge Campbell, the mail service could 
not have been better performed, the price being 
$290,000, than it had been previously, and has 
been since, for the sum of $70,000 or $80,000 a 

ear. 
Poats carrying freight from Louisville to New 
Orleans, any greater degree of speed, or certainty 
of communication, than there is under the existing 
system, when the Postmaster General ships his 
mails on board each boat at the lowest possible 
price. I understand the present cost is about 
$80,000; and the effect of any attempt now, if it 
were successful, to oblige the Postmaster General 
to carry out this contract, would be to entail on the 
Government an additional expense of $210,000, 
without adding one particle to the utility of the 
service. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to 


ask the Senator from Louisiana, who undertakes | 


to state what facilities we have, to tell me how 


There could not possibly have been, with’ 


<a 


often we get mails at Memphis from St. Louis and 
Louisville? 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is just as I 
supposed; the Senator does not know anything 
about it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I do ngt think my admis- 
sion went so far. I may, perhaps, not have that 
very accurate information which the Senator pos- 
sesses on this and all other subjects; but I think 
I do know something about it. I hope he will 
correct the remark he has just made. I am not 
in the habit of stating anything of which I know 
nothing. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am willing to 
concede to the Senator from Louisiana superior in- 
telligence on every subject except this; but I under- 
stood him to say that the Postmaster General, for 
an expenditure of $80,000 or $90,000 a year, had 
as good mail service as he could have obtained at 
$290,000 under the law. That is the point which 
l controvert. Under that law. we were entitled to 
daily mail service from Louisville and St. Louis 
to Memphis and New Orleans; but I undertake 
to say, there are now sometimes three or four 
days when we never get a mail at all. I under- 
take to say, further, that if we can have no better 
mail service on the river than we have now for 
$80,000 or $90,000, it would be the interest of this 
Government to abolish it altogether. It is a mere 
pretext for mail service, without any of its sub- 
stance or reliability. How long does it take to 
get a mail from Memphis to this city? There are 
honorable Senators who know that it requires 
eleven or twelve days to get a mail from Memphis 
here. If we had a daily mail from New Orleans 
to Louisville, as was provided by the law two 
years ago, we should get the mails here in five or 
six days at the furthest. The mail service we 
now get on the Mississippi river for $80,000 or 
$90,000 a year isa mere sham. Itis that much 
money thrown away. All the express letters are 
carried by other conveyances, and this mail boat 
goes along, taking ten days or two weeks from 
Louisville to New Orleans, and at the end of two 
weeks you get your mail. That is the kind of 
mail service we have now. It is no service at all. 
It is sporting with the interests of the people of 
the valley of the Mississippi, and ought to be 
abolished. 

But, sir, some difficulties seem to exist in the 
minds of Senators as to releasing the Postmaster 
General by this proposition from his obligation to 
previous contractors. I have no wish to inter- | 
fere with those contracts, and, therefore, I pro- 
pose to amend the amendment by adding the fol- 
lowing proviso, which I hope the Senator from | 
Louisiana will accept as part of his proposition: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to justify the Postmaster General in failing or 
refusing to execute the law passed at the last Congress, 
providing for mail service on the Mississippi river, or in | 
anywise tointerfere with the rights of parties contracting 
for that service. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I have no objection to ac- 
cepting thatas a part of the amendment. We 
have no desire to interfere with any existing con- 
tracts or laws. All we desire is to get our daily | 
mail. | 

Mr. WELLER. It strikes me that the latter i 
branch of the amendment of the Senator from 
Tennessee will effect the object without containing | 
that which might be regarded asa censure on the | 
Postmaster General. Let him confine his propo- į 
sition to the latter clause: 1 

*¢ Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so | 
construed as to impair the rights of other parties which | 
may pave entered into coniracts wiih the Postmaster Gen- 
eral.?? ; 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. At the suggestion : 
of the Senator from California, I will modify my | 
amendment so as to retain only the last clause, | 
and make it read: i 

« Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to interfere with the rights of parties hereto- | 
fore contracting for that service.” | 

Mr. BRIGHT. I still adhere to my original | 
position, that legislation is unnecessary on this 
subject; that the existing laws are full and ample; | 
but I do not object to the amendment with the 
proviso suggested by the Senator from Tennessee. 
If the Senators from Mississippi and Louisiana 
still think legislation necessary, I am willing to 
withdraw my objection. 


I really cannot. answer that 


| Representatives, by Mr. Foran 


Mr. BROWN. I think there is an absolute 
necessity, because the Postmaster General does 
nothing in the premises. l 

Mr. BRIGHT. There is an honest difference 
of opinion, and I am willing to withdraw my 
objection, provided the amendment of the Senator 
from Tennessee is adopted. A 

The amendment of Mr. Bensamin, as modified, 
was agreed to; as follows: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be authorized and required to establish a mai] on 
the Mississippi river, from Cairo to New Oricans, and that 
he contract for the same in one line, or in such sub-divis- 
ions, or sections, or both, as may be most compatible with 
the public service ;aand to facilitate the execution of this 
section, the Postmaster General may make immediate tem- 
porary arrangements for carrying said mail by the trip ; and 
if he fails to obtain acceptable bids, after advertising for 
thirty days, he may make private contracts for carrying said 
mail; and the said mail shall be carried daily from Cairo 
to New Orleans. And the Postmaster General is. author- 
ized, at his discretion, to restrict the delivery of the mail at 
all other points than Cairo, Memphis, Napoleon, Vicks- 
burg, Natchez, Batoy Rouge, and New Orleans, to three 
mails a week each way: Provided, That nothing-berein 
contained shall be so construed as to interfere with the 
rights of parties heretofore contracting for that service. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. Zvon. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I wish now, if it is in 
order, to offer the amendment which I intimated 
some time ago. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the amendment cannot be received. 

The bill was read a third time, and passed. 

TRANSMISSION OF BILLS. 

Mr. WELLER, (during the consideration of 
the Post Office appropriation bill, said:) I ask the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to makea motion 
tosuspend the 16th and 17th joint rules of the two 
Houses. The 16th provides that ‘no bill that 
shall have passed one House, shall be sent for 
concurrence to the other on either of the three 
last days of the session;’’ and the 17th that, ‘fno 
bill or resolution that shall have passed the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, shall be pre- 
sented to the President of the United States, for 


It is too late; 


“his approbation, on the last day of the session.” 


Some bills were passed this morning, which makes 
it necessary to suspend those rules. 1 ask unani- 
mous consent to submit the motion. 

Mr. WALKER. For the general purposes of 
the session ? 

Mr. WELLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WALKER. The rules had better be sus- 
pended separately for each bill. That is the 
course which has heretofore been pursued, 

Mr. WELLER. Then I make it applicable to 
these two bills. 

Mr. PRATT. And all appropriation bills. 

Mr. WELLER. I will include them also.. 

Unanimous consent was given, and Mr. WEL- 
LER submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the 16th and 17th joiut rules of the two 
Houses be suspended during the present session, so far 
as relates to bills S. 462, granting the right of way to the 
Marysville and Benicia Railroad Company, through and 
over the grounds of the United States at Benicia, ia Cali- 
fomia; S. 488, to change the name of the American-built 


«brig Glamorgan, to that of Wizard; and to any general 


appropriation bills, 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

A message was received from the House of 
, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had agreed to some, and 
disagreed to others, of the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855; and had 
agreed to other amendments of the Senate to said 


| bill, with amendments, in which they requested 


the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ments as amended, and disagreed to by the House 
of Representatives; and, 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate disagree to the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the amendments of the 
Senate to the said bill, insist on their amendments dis- 
agreed to by the House, and ask a conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That said eommittee be appointed by the Presi- 
dent pro tempore. 


And Mr. Huwren, Mr. Bricur, and Mr. Fisa 


ii were appointed the committee of conference on 


the part of the Senate. 
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled biils: i 

- An act to provide for the accommodation of the 
courts of the United Siates in the district of Mas- 
sachusetis, and in the cities of New York and 
Philadelphia. 

An act to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to.a certain reservation therein 
mentioned, and to confirm the title of Charles 
Gunter thereto. 

An act granting the right of way over, and de- 
pot grounds on, the military reserve at Fort Gra- 
tiot, ‘in the State of Michigan, t8 the Port Huron 
and Lake Michigan Railroad Company. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore thereupon signed 
the above mentioned bills. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


Mr. PRATT submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: š 

Resolved, That hereafter the Senate wil} not receive or 
consider any bill or proposition (other than the general ap- 
propriation bills for the support of the Government) which 
appropriates money for more than one object. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


` On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the following reso- 
lution, submitted by him qp the Ist instant: 

Resolved, That the daily hour of meeting of the Senate, 
for the residue of the session, be ten o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. WELLER. I know that some of the 
standing committees are compelled to sit at ten 
_o’clock, in order to prepare amendments to the 

“appropriation bills. ~ 

r. RUSK. I move to strike out “ten,” and 
insert ‘nine.’? There will be but two days of 
the session remaining after to-day, and there area 
great many private bills from the House, which 
ought to be passed, and got out of the way for the 
next session. 

Mr. SLIDELL. If it meet the assent of the 
Senate, I will accept the amendment of the Senator 
from Texas. 

Several Sewarors. “No!” “No!” 

Mr.SLIDELL. Then let the question be taken 
upon it. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected; and the original resolution was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after sometime spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 

OCEAN MAIL STEAMER BILL. 

The bill from the House, making appropria- 
tions for the transportation of the United States 
mails by ocean steamers and otherwise, during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1855, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 


ABSENT SENATORS’ COMPENSATION. 
Mr. GWIN. I offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay, under 
the direction of the President of the Senate, the usual per 
diem to such Senators as did not take their seats at the 
opening of the session by reason of sickness of themselves 
or families, providential causes, or necessary business. 

] will state th egets in regard to several Senators. 

Several Senarors. Itis not necessary. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 1 desire to hear the Senator’s 
statement as to the reason for this. There isa 
law now providing for a Senator if he is absent on 
account of sickness of himself. 

Mr.GWIN. This extends further to Senators 
who, from sickness or other providential causes, 
or necessary business, wereprevented from taking 
their seats at the beginning of the session, A 
Senator who is here on the first day of the session, 
andis absent any part of the balance of the ses- 
sion, receives his pay for the whole; but one who 
is necessarily detained, and cannot take his seat at 
the beginning, receives no compensation for that 
time. There are several cases here now. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I understand it to be in the 
nature of an.order for this session, but is not to 
stand as a law. 

Mr.GWIN. That is all. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Isthe resolution open 
to amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER 
in the chair.) It has been adopted. 


Sa 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I suppose there will 
be no objection to including the usual compensa- 


|| tion to the-reporters. 


Several Senwarors. Do not offer it as an amend- 


ment to this. 
CHRISTIAN INDIANS. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considewed by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to report to the Senate, at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress, the nature of the titles of the Christian 
Indians to the lands in the State of Ohio, purchased of 
them by a contract or agreement made with them in the 
year 1823, pursuant to an act of Congress of the 3d of March 
of that year; and what amount has been‘received by the 
United States from the sale of said lands. 

GILLIS’S REPORT. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Iam directed to make two 
reports from the Committee on Printing. One is 
in regard to Gillis’s report. A resolution was re- 
ferred to the committee, providing for the printing 
of ten thousand copies of it. Iam instructed to 
report in favor of printing five thousand copies of 
the first number, and one thousand each of the 
subsequent ones. 

The report was concurred in. 

MORTALITY ON BOARD EMIGRANT SHIPS. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The next report I have to 
make is in favor of the printing of five thousand 
extra copies of the report of the select committee 
on mortality on board of emigrant passenger ships. 
The resolution was referred to us for the printing 
of ten thousand copies. I am instructed to report 


in favor of the printing and binding of five thou- 


sand copies for the use of the Senate. 
JAMES M‘MINN. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of James McMinn. g % 

Mr. GWIN. I must bject, I desire to have 
the naval appropriation bill taken up, so as to 
have it the unfinished business of to-day. 

Mr. CLAY. [hope the Senate will not take 
up private bills when we have public business to 
dispose of. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sidered the bill. 

lt proposes to direct the Secretary of the In- 
terior to place the name of James McMinn upon 
the pension rolls, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, from the Ist of January, 1854, to continue 
during life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill from the 
House making appropriations for the support of 
the Navy, for.the year ending the 30th June, 1855, 
reported it back without amendment. 

REPORTERS’ COMPENSATION. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 1 offer the following 

resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That there be paid, out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate, to each of the reporters of the Congressional 
Globe fur the Senate, the same sum which was paid them 
at the last session of Congress. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Let it lie over. 
The resolution lies over one day, under the 


rule. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the Senate ad- 


journ. 


Mr. GWIN. I ask for the yeas and nays upon || 


the motion. I hope the Senate will take up the 
naval appropriation bill, so that we may proceed 
with its consideration to-morrow. : 
The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted—yeas 11, nays 23; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Evans, 


Foot, Gillette, Houston, Seward, Sumner, and Wade—11. 
AYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Brod- 


head, Brown, Cass, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge |} 


of Iowa, Douglas, Geyer, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson, Jones 
of Iowa, Mallory, Pratt, Rusk, Stidell, Toombs, Walker, 
and Weller—23. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate proceed 


to mhe consideration of the naval appropriation 
bill. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. RUSK. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BELL. Will not the Senator allow me to 
have the small bill taken up, which I endeavored 
unsuccessfully to have considered before the Exec- 


‘utive session. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Ihope the naval appropria- 
tion will be read. I Sel to hear it read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Texas moves that the Senate adjourn. ` 

Mr. BELL. I hope the Senator will allow me 
to have this bill passed. Itis a House bill for the 
relief of a widow, who is eighty years of age. 

Mr. RUSK. If that can be done by common ` 
consent, without displacing the naval appropria- 
tion bill, I have no objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
objection, that bill will be taken up. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I object. I wish to hear the 
naval appropriation bill read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Tennessee asks the unanimous consent to 
have a private bill considered. 

There was no objection. 


MARY H. CUSHING. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. While the bill of the 
Senator from Tennessee is being looked for, I ask 
to be allowed to make a report from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, in behalf of a blind and 
insane girl. It isa favorable report on a House 
bill to give her the forty acres of land to which 
her heroic father was entitled. 

Unanimous consent was given, and the bill was 
re orted and considered as in Committee of the 

hole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the In- 
terior to issue to Mary H. Cushing, daughter of 
John Wainwright Cushing, deceased, a soldier of 
the war of 1812, a warrant for so much bounty 
land as he would be entitled to receive, were he 
now living. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


REBECCA BAGGERLEY. 


On the motion of Mr. BELL, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House, for the relief of Rebecca 
Baggerley, widow of David Baggerley, deceased. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior, 
to place the name of Rebecca Baggerley, widow 
of David Baggerley, who was a soldier in the 
Maryland line in the war of the Revolution, on 
the pension roll, under the acts of July 7, 1838, 
March 3, 1843, June 17, 1844, and July 29, 1848, 
at the rate of twenty dollars per annum, to be 
paid as other pensions have been paid, in pur- 
suance of the provisions of those acts. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 


_Mr. STUART submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 
Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 


That the time fixed by the resolution of the Ist of July, for 
the adjournment of the present session of Congress be, and 


If there be no 


i the same is hereby extended to ~=, at 12 o’clock, m. 


The Senate then, at seven o’clock, pe Mm., 


j adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, August 3; 1854. 
The House met at ten o’clock, a. m. Prayer 
by Rev. HENRY SLICER. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Journal of 
yesterday is uninteresting, and as we shall want 
every moment of time left us of the session, I 


move that its reading be dispensed with. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CORRECTION OF A MISTAKE. ` 

Mr. HOUSTON. In the communication to thé 
Senate of the action of this House on the amend- 
ments of that body to the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill, there were one or two errors, 
and I now desire that a request may be sent to 
the Senate for the return of that bill and amend- 
ments, so that correction may be made. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose that if 
the bill and amendments be returned, the Clerk 
can make the necessary corrections, without their 
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being brought into the House for action in the 
matter. ` 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Would it not be best for 
the House to send a message by the Clerk to the 
Senate, setting forth the errors of the communi- 
cation referred to by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think the course which I 
have suggested to be pursued in the matter is the 
best one. 

Mr. HAVEN. [object. [do not know whether 
this is a privileged question or not; but I now give 
notice that‘I shall object to everything until the 
river and harbor bill is referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is not my question a ques- 
tion of privilege? There is an error’in the com- 
munication to the Senate of the action of this 
House on the amendments of that body to the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. - The 
amendment for the marine hospitals at New Or- 
leans, and various other places, is reported to have 
been non-concurred in, when it was concurred in 
by this House; and I now ask that the error may 
be corrected, and I present it to the House asa 
question of privilege. i 

Mr. HAVEN. I am the last man to throw 
any obstruction in the way of our legislation. 
But there is another ordinary appropriation bill | 
which has a majority in its favor in both Houses; 
and I insist upon it that the people are entitled to 
some consideration, as well as the Government. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from New York 
desires to take up the river and harbor bill out 
of order and out of place before the homestead 
bill, which was first considered, first passed, first 
returned from the Senate, and ‘is first upon the 
Speaker’s table. I object to taking up the river 
and harbor bill, and I suppose the gentleman de- 
sires now to throw all the obstacles he can in the 
way of carrying on the Government. He may do 
so if he chooses, but I say to him that I shall not | 
withdraw my objection to taking up the river and 

. harbor bill out of its order. 
The SPEAKER. Debate ig not in order. 
[A message wag here received from the Senate 
by Aspury Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, in- 
forming the House that they had passed bills of 
the following titles: 
A bill making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th June, 1855; S 
» An act for the relief of William H. Weirich; 
An act for the reliefof Rebecca Baggerly, widow | 
of David Baggerly, deceased; and 
An act for the relief of Mary H. Baggerly, de- 
ceased. 
Also, that they insisted on their amendments 
disagreed to by the House, to bill of the House 
(No. 48) making appropriations for the civil and 
, diplomatic expenses of the, Government for the 

year ending the 30th June, 1855; that they disa- 
greed to the amendments of the House to said 
amendments, and had appointed a committee of 
conference, consisting of the following gentlemen: 
Messrs. Hunter, Bricutr, and Fisn, to meet 
a like committee of conference, to be appointed 


the object would be to send a message to theSen- 
ate by the Clerk, correcting the error, and inform- 
ing the Senate what the action of this House was 
upon that particular item in the bill. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If that will accomplish 
the object,-I am ready to make the motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It will be recol- 
lected that the Senate sent a message here of that 
kind upon this very bill, but the House did not 
entertain it. 

Mr. HAVEN. They paid no regard to it 
whatever. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Itis competent, I take it, 
for the Speaker and Clerk to send the bill back in 
a corrected form—it having passed the House. If 
the Clerk made the mistake, I presume this can be 

one. 

The SPEAKER, The Senate, however, have 
passed upon the action of the House, as it appears 
in the bill, and has so reported to the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. presume it would re- 
quire a motion to have the error corrected. 

The SPEAKER. It will require a motion; and 
if the gentleman submits a motion according to his 
own views, the Chair will put it. 
| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I desire to 
make a suggestion to the House. I understand 
the fact to be in regard to the alleged error in this 
bill, that the House is reported as having disa- 


|| greed to an amendment in reference to a particu- 


lar custom-house to which, in fact, they had 
agreed. [understand that the Senate have disa- 
greed to our proposition; and I suppose the whole 
thing can be settled now by our simply agreeing 
to the disagreement of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. If that be the true state of 
! the case, the Chair thinks that it would be the 
mon cenvenient mode of reaching the object de- 
sired. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That perhaps would be the 
most convenient mode, but it would not be the 
proper and legal mode. I intend to ask fora com- 
| mittee of conference, and we can make the cor- 
rection there. It is proper, however, that the 
Journel should present a true record; and I regret 
that the gentleman from New York should inter- 
pose an objection when he must know that all T 
ask is, that the report of the action of the House 
shall set forth what that action really was. 

Mr. HAVEN. | did not hear the proposition 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Sranron,] 
and I do not know what itis. 1 desire to inter- 
pose no obstacles in the way of any appropriation 
bill whatever; but the river and harbor bill, which 
I desire to take up, is an ordinary appropriation 
bill, and is not like the other legislation upon the 
| Speaker’s table that gentlemen want to reach. 


tion of this error, but I shall interpose any ob- 
stacle to any other appropriation bill until the 
river and harbor bill takes the ordinary course of 
legislation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My motion is to send to the 
Senate and ask forthe return of the bill and amend- 
: ments for the purpose of making the correctionsin 
question. This is the legitimate and proper way to 
‘doit. Thebill, however, is here, and the Senate 


by the House on the said disagreeing votes. ]} 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Wiillit not be in order to |! 


move to suspend the rules? Preparatory to 
making such a motion, I will ask the Chair if the 
question presented by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama is a privileged question ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair holds that if an: 
error has been committed by the Clerk, or in any | 
other form, in any bill passed by the House, that 
it is competent for-the House to correct that error; | 
and in that form it becomes a privileged question. | 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move, then, that a mes- ; 
sage be sent to the Senate informing them of the | 
error, and requesting that it may be corrected. I 
think that will be sufficient. 

The SPEAKER. The bill, as the Chair is in- 
formed by the Clerk, is at this moment already 
reported back by the Senate to this House. Per- 
haps that fact would vary thegentleman’s motion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. i 
only necessary for us to have the bill sent back ina 
corrected form; and if a message is necessary, I 
will make such a motion. | 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire the yeas and nays | 
upon that question. i i | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair suggests that, | 
perhaps, the most convenient mode of reaching : 


I presume, then, that it is): 
_ legitimately before the House? 


reportthat they insist upon that particular amend- 
ment, with others, and have appointed a committee 
of conference to pass upon these disagreeing votes 


to ease the trouble of my friend from New York, 


mittee of conference to meet that of the Senate. 
To try and apply the remedy in this way I make 
that motion. * 

Mr. HAVEN. As to the subject of the com- 
mittee of conference, while I am desirous that that 
committee should be appointed, I desire thatit shall 
be delayed until this other matters passed upon; 
and on the gentleman’s motion I ask the yeas and 
nays. 


tion to the Chair: That the message having been 


there was no question before the House, is not 


The SPEAKER. The Chair holds that the 
| subject-matter of appointing a committee of con- 
| ference is in order now. The gentleman from 
: Alabama [Mr. Housrox] moves that the House | 
i agree with the action of the Senate in relation to | 
| Uheappointment of a committee of conference; and 


I| 


do not desire to make any objection to the correc- | 


{Mr. Haven,] for F dislike to see him troubled in ; 
his mind, I will ask for the appointment of a com- || 


|! directed the chan, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit this ques- | 


j} the words stricken out, and the resolution was then passed 


communicated from the Senate at the time when | 


| 


on that motion the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Haven] demands the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HENN. Can I move to.amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Alabama? - I wish to sub- 
mit an amendment instructing the committee, on 
the part of the House, to adhere to that amendment 
which the House agreed to, and about which the 
mistake has been made. 

P Mr. HOUSTON. That would not be in or- 
er. 

The SPEAKER. It isnot in order to instruct 
a committee of conference. When they report to 
the House it will be then for the House to adopt 
or to reject their action. But in the form in which 
the gentleman from Iowa proposes, the Chair 
thinks that proposition not in order. 

Mr. HENN. This is an unusual case, and I 
think the committee of conference should be in- 
structed as I propose. ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair held that it was 
in order to move to take such action as would lead 
to the correction of errors, and that in this way it 
might be a privileged question. The gentleman 
from Alabama, however, with a view to attain 
that object, proposes a committee of conference to 
meet a like committee on the part of the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Mr. HENN. ` Is it not competent to instruct 
that committee? 

The SPEAKER. Not in this connection. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would say to 
the gentleman from Iowa, that a vote of the House 
upon the yeas and nays, concurring in that amend- 
ment, will be a strong instruction to the commit- 
tee of conference. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 


ALTERATION OF RECORDS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise to a question of 
privilege. The select committee appointed under 
a resolution of the House to investigate the alter- 
ations alleged to have been made to the Minnesota 
land bill, and also the alteration of other billy and 
joint resolutions, desire to makea report. I wish 
| to say, sir, that upon one branch of the investi- 
| gee the committee make a unanimous report. 

n relation to the other branch there is a majorit 
report and a minority report, each one of whic. 

i recommends the immediate passage of a bill. 

I will now send to the Clerk’s desk the unani- 
mous report of the committee, touching the mat- 
ter of the interlineation of the joint resolution of 
i this House, and ask that it may be read, after 
which my colleague (Mr. Brecxinriper] upon 
the committee will present the report of the ma- 
jority upon the other branch. Then the report of 
the minority will also be presented. 

The report was then read, as follows: 

The select committee appointed to investigate the alter- 
ations made in House bill No. 342, to aid the construction 
of a railroad in the Territory of Minnesota, ‘and also in 
regard to all other cases of interpolation of bills or joint 
resolutions of the House during the present session,” in 
considering the latter branch of the inquiries, have unani- 
mously agreed upon the following report: 

That they have taken testimony in regard to the interpo- 
Jation of the joint resolution, fixing the compensation of 
| the employees in the legislative department of the Govern- 
ment, which is herewith submitted. They have came to 
| the conclusion that the words “and publie folders” were 
interlined and read at the Clerk’s desk through mistake. 
It appears that Messrs. WENTWORTH and FLORENCE made 


p 2 || an effort to procure the said alteratiorfthrough Mr. CURTIS 
between the two Houses. Therefore, with a view | 


1 and the committee who had reported it, but there is no.evi- 
| dence to show that they sought such change by any im- 
| proper means. Onapplication to Mr. Curtis, he (Mr. C.) 
took a copy, (not the original resolution,) and as a private 
memorandum for his own use, interlined in pencil on said 
; copy the words mentioned. The orignal as well as said 
| copy were carried to the Clerk’s desk by the Speaker’s 
| page ; and at the same time Mr. WENTWORTH said to the 
| Clerk, ‘ All right, all right.’ From these facts, Mr. Bar- 
: clay, the Journal Clerk, inferred that the committee had 
ge,and he accordingly interlined upon 
| the original resolution the said words, ‘and public folders.” 
: The resolution was then twice read, and the yeas and 
i nays, on a suspension of the rules, were partly taken, 
| when the attention of the House was called to the interpo- 
lation. Thereupon, Mr. Curtis having announced that it 
| was not authorized by the committee, the Speaker ordered 


in the form in which it had been agreed on and reported by 
the Committee on Accounts. : 

The committee therefore think that none of the parties 
| had any fraudulent or improper design jn regard to this 
! matter. LEWIS D. CAMPBELL, 

JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
N.S. BARRY, 

JOHN G. DAVIS, 

G. A. SIMMONS. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 


rise to a question of privilege. I notice that in the 
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report: there is ‘the name of WenrwortH CON- 
nected with thattransaction. There are two gen- 
tlemen of that name in this House. ` If the report 
is intended to be derogatory to Mr. WENTWORTH, 
1 do not intend to bear any part of it, but if it is 
intended to be complimentary, I do not desire a 
compliment not intended for me. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The testimony. which has 
been submitted, accompanying the report, will 
certainly make that matter plain. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. No, sir; fF am not 
satisfied with that. I want the name to be made 
explicit in the report. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. J hope the 
name will be put in as Joun WENTWORTH, of 
Illinois. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I suppose there will be no 
objection to that alteration being mace. 

‘There was no objection; and the change was 
made. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Inow move that the re- 
port, with the accompanying resolution, be laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Ihave been instruct- 
ed by the majority of the committee to offer a re- 
ort, accompanied by testimony. The minority 
fave also a report to submit to the House. The 
points of difference between the recommendations 
of the majority and minority will be fully shown 
by the reports themselves, and relate to suggestions 
touching the conduct of members and officers of 


the House. . 

It ie not proposed, at this time, to read the tes- 
timony. I will state, however, that the report 
which I hold in my hand, has been drawn up by 
myself, and it is so near the close of the session 
that I have not been able to get it copied, and as 
my handwriting, like that of some other members 
of the Efouse, is somewhat illegible to others, | 
ask the consent of the Fouse to read it myself, It 
is as follows: 

‘The select committee, appointed under a resolution of the 
House of the 24th of July, 1854, to inquire into an alleged 
alteration in the text of House bill, No, 342, making a 
grant of land to the ‘Territory of Minnesota, after its en- 
grossment and paseage through the House, * and also in 
regard to all other cases of interpolations of bills or joint 
resolutions of the Honse during the present session,” beg 
leave to report: 

That they have considered the subjects submitted to them 
as thorchighly as possible, and have taken a large mass of | 
testimony, which is herewith presented to the Fouse, 
There is but one other witness whose testimony is desired 
by any of the cominittee, and they expect to have it filed 
to. morrow morning, and they ask that it may be printed 
with the other testimony. A considerable portion of the 
testimony they regard as irrelevant, but they believe that 
whatever has a material bearing upon the subject-matters 
of the resolution is exhibited on the record. It has beeu 
impossible, at this late period of the session, aud with the 
pressure of business upon the members of the committee, 
to prepare an elaborate report, analyzing at length the testi- 
mony taken. Your committee, therefore, must content 
themselves with submitting the evidence, and their conclu- 
sions founded upon it. 

Ist. In regard to the alleged alteration in the text of the bill 
granting land to aid Minnesota ‘Territory in the construc- 
tion of a railroad therein, they report the following sum- 
mary of facts preceding to, and connected with, said alter- 
ation; 

On the 4th of March tast the Legislature of Minnesota, 
in anticipation of a grant of land by Congress for the rail- 
road proposed, passed an ret of incorporation, vesting in a 
company, when formed and organized in pursuance of the 
eharter, the said grant, for the purpose of constructing the 

` eoad under certasPlimitations and conditions. A copy of 
the charter is filed with the testimony. It may be added 
bere, that it appears from the evidence, that a company has 
been organized under the provisions of the charter, the 
stocks subscribed, and steps taken to comply with the con 
ditions contained in the act of incorporation, and there is 
no evidence that suid company were apprised of any un 
authorized change in the bill prior to the resolution of this 

House directing an investigation; but your committee not |: 

deeming themselves authorized, under the resolution of the 

House, to examine the merits of the claim of said company 

to the grant in virtue of the Minnesota charter, leave that 

subject to the determination of the House. 

Other parties, however, being unwilling that any com- | 
pany formed under said act should receive the grant, and 
desiring to leave the disposition of it to some future Legis- 
lature of the Territory, framed a bill, which was offered to 
the House Committee on Public Lands, the third section of 
which wasas follows: 

. “Sec, 3. And beit further enacted, That the said lands 

hereby granted to saidyTerritory shall be‘subject to the dis- 

posal of any future Legislature thereof for the purpose 
aforesaid, and no other; nor shall tey inure to the benefit 
of any compatry heretofore. constituted or organized. And |; 
the said railroad shall be and remain a publie highway for 
the use of the Government of the United States, free from 
to}! or other charge upon the transportation of any property 
or troops of the United States; nor shatl any of said lands 
become subject to private entry until the same shall have 
heen first offered at publie sale at the increased price.” 

The parties who were dissatisfied with the Minnesota 


charter, and who desired the grant to be thrown upon a 
future Legislature, wished the third section to be reported 
from the committee, and passed by the House in the above 
form ; while those who desired the company to receive the 
grant by virtue of the charter wished the word * future?” 


before the word ‘‘ Legislature” to be stricken out, and the į 


word “ and” to be substituted for the word “or” between 
the words “ constituted” and “ organized.”? 

Your committee do not deem it necessary to enlarge upon 
the objects and aims of those conflicting interests. They 
find that the bil! without being referred to from the House, 
was sent by the framers of it first to the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands; that it was referred in committee to Hestor L. 
Stevens, a representative from Michigan ; that Mr. Stevens 
recommended to the committee to. report the bill with the 
“future?? stricken out, and the word and” substituted 
for “or,” and that it was directed to be reported with those 
changes in the original draft; that Mr. Stevens accordingly 
did strike out the word “future ” before the bill was re- 
ported to the House, and supposed he had made the other 
change also, but neglected to do so, and the bill was re- 
ported and passed this body with the word “or”? instead 
of the word “ and ” between the words ‘constituted ’’ and 


«s organized,” in the third section ; that shortly after the | 


bill passed the House, and before it passed the Senate, the 
attention of Mr. Stevens was called to the fact that the sec- 
ond change intended had not been made ; that Mr. Stevens 
then went to the Senate, where the bil] was pending, and, 
after explaining the above facts to General Jones, a Senator 
from Iowa, asked him if the correction could then be made; 
that Gencral Jones replied, he believed verbal changes 
were sometimes made, but he would inquire of Mr. Pat- 
ton, who had been for a long time one of the engrossing 
clerks of the Senate; that they then spoke to Mr. Patton 
on the subject, who stated that changes deemed verbal and 
unimportant were often made, but that as this was a bill 
from the House, he supposed it could not be done without 
the consent of the Clerk of the House, or of the committee 
which reported the bill; that Mr. Stevens and Mr. Patton 
then proceeded to see Mr. Sproule, one of the engrossing 
and enrolling clerks of the House ; that Mr. Stevens asked 
him if the word ‘‘and”’ could be substituted for the word 
«c or,” in the third section, saying that it was the purpose of 
the committee so to report the bill, and that the omission 
had been accidental; that, as Mr. Sproule doubted his 
power to act in the premises, the three went to the room of 
Mr. Forney, the Clerk of the House, where Mr. Stevens 
recapitulated the facts above stated, and desired the correc- 
tion to be made; that Mr. Forney asked if such corrections 
were usual under similar circumstances, and was informed 
by Mr. Patton that verbal and unimportant changes were 
often made, and that sueh a correction would be made in 
the Senate; that Mr. Forney supposed the proposed change 
to be unimportant, and at Jength yielded to the request, and 
directed Mr. Sproule to makeit; that at this time the en- 
grossed bill, the original bill, and the enrolled bill, were all 
in the Clerk’s office, the bill having been enrolled, as is 
customary, in advance of the passage through both Houses; 
that Mr. Sproule accordingly immediately substituted the 
word “and ” for the word © or,” im the third section of the 
engrossed bill, and at the same time made a corresponding 
change in the original and engrossed bills, and in this form 
it pas8ed the Senate, was signed by the Presiding Officers 
of both Houses, and approved by the President. 

Your committee, therefore, report that the text of the bill 
in question was changed after it passed the House in one 
particular, to wit: by substituting the word “ and’? for the 
word “or,” between the words ‘ constituted” and  or- 
ganized,” in the third section, and they believe that the 
foregoing statement explains the mode and circumstances 
of the change, They have, in addition, taken testimony 
with a view to determine whether any of the parties con- 
nected with the alteration were impelled by corrupt mo- 
tives, or intended to practise a fraud on the House; and, 
atter a careful review of all the evidence, they have to re- 
port that they do not find such motives or intentions, but, 
on the contrary, from the evidence, they distinctly acquit 
them of any criminal or improper purpose. . 

Your committee report that Mr. Stevens supposed, under 
his information in regard to the prevailing custom in both 
Houses, that it was proper to make the change, to carry 
outthe unexecuted intention when the hill was reported to 
the House, and that the Clerk of the Hoase directed the 
change under the influence of the same sentiments. 

Bul while your committee make this report in regard to 
the motives of the parties, they would express in strong 
language their conviction that any unauthorized change in 
the text of a bill or resolution of the House, no matter what 
the intentions of the parties may be, is of the most danger- 
ous tendency; and in this view of tbe case, they express 
the opinion that the change in question deserves severe 
censure. To Mr. Sproule your committee attach no blame, 
as he acted under the direction of his superior. 

They deeim it proper to add that the evidence shows that 
changes and conections, which are considered merely 
verbal and unimportant, are sometimes now made in hath 


| Houses, and they venture to call the attention of the House 


to this custom as highly pernicious in its tendencies, and 
calculated to produce the most injurious results. In the 
opinion of your committee it is higbly censurable in any 
member or officer of the H ouse to make any change, even 
the most unim@rlant, in any bill or resolution which has 
received the sanction of this body. 

Your committee have thus reported the facts bearing 
upon the change in the text of the bill after its engrossment 
and passage through the House, and this may be thonght 
to exhaust the duty imposed upon them by the resolution 
of the House. They do not assume to instruct the House 
upon the question whether any legislation is proper, or if 


| so, in what form it shall be taken; but inasmuch as the 


text of the act, now on the statute book, is not in the pre- 
eise form in which it was voted on in the House, and as a 
majority of the committee are of opinion that the word 
“ and” for the word “or” ig material in its legal effect, 
they suppose it to be within the seope and spirit of the 
resolution under which they have acted, to report a bill 
with a view to remedy the error, if it shall be the pleasure 
of the House to take such action as it may think to be in 


| its power to place the text of the act in the exact form in 


which it passed this body. 


The bill reported by the majority of the com- 
mittee, after reciting that the bill which passed the 
House had been changed by the substitution of 
tt and” for * or’? between the words * constituted”? 
and “ organized,” in the third section, restores the 
word “or,” it being the intent to place the act in 
the exact form in which it was voted upon by the 
House. 

The second section provided that, by virtue of 
no act heretofore passed by the Minnesota Legis- 
lature, shall the Governor, auditor, and treasurer 
have the power to designate the company, or 
companies, who shall receive the benefit of the 
act. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. In explanation of 
this second section, I will state to the House the 
following facts: The committee have already pre- 
sented the fact of the organization of the company, 
and of their claim under this matter, which the 
committee did not undertake to decide. By the 
nineteenth section of the act which passed the 
Minnesota Legislature, incorporating the com- 
pany, it is provided: 

t‘ In case the persons incorporated by this act shall fail or 
neglect to accept the privilege to the same, and to comply 
with the conditions within the time, and in the manner here- 
in described, the same may be accepted by any other com- 
pany approved of by the Governor, auditgr, and treasurer 
of the Territory, which, upon complying with the terms and 
conditions of this act, will be vested with all rights, powers, 
and immunities vested in the corporation herein named; 
and shall be subject to all the liabilities in said act, set forth 


in as full and ample a manner as the company hereby or- 
ganized.” 


The object of the committee being, in case those 

who had organized themselves under the charter 
granted by the Legislature of Minnesota had failed 
to comply with the conditions of the act, that it 
should not be in the power of the officials of the 
Territory to put itinto the hands of any other com- 
pany prior to the action of the Minnesota Legisla- 
ture. . 
Mr. PHILLIPS. Will the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky be good enough to state by what members 
of he committee the report just read has been 
signed ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Ido not believe that 
the members of the committee have signed it. 
The report, however, is made by Mr. Davis, Mr. 
Barry, and myself. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I am instructed by the 
minority of the special committee to present a 
report, embracing their views on the present con- 
dition of the testimony taken. 

_ Before proceeding, however, to read the report, 
itis but proper to say, that the committee have 
been assiduously engaged, from eight o’clock in 
the morning till some time in the night, since their 
appointment. The minority think that the testi- 
mony touching one branch of the inquiry is yet 
incomplete. It has been impossible to get the 
attendance of witnésses, deemed by all of the 
committee important to this investigation. And, 
by way of exhibiting or illustrating that fact, Í 
have but to say to the House, on behalf of the 
minority, that this morning, for the purpose of 
getting certain information which we deemed 
important, questions were propounded by tele- 
graph to a witness in the city of New York, who 
was unable to attend. We have had no answers 
to those interrogatories yet. If the House gets 
any before its adjournment to-morrow, those 
answers must be subject to all the uncertainties 
of sending interrogatories, and receiving responses 
by telegraph. I will read the. report. It is as 
follows: 
The minority of the select committee appointed to inves- 
tigate the alleged alterations in the bill which passed the 
House of Representatives granting public tands to the 


Territory of Minnesota, to aid in the construction of a 
railroad therein, &c., &c. 


I. That an alteration was made in the bill mentioned in 
the resolution subsequent to its engrossment and passage 
by the House, and that the alteration was not merely cleri- 
cal, but material, completely changing one of its most im- 
portant features ; that the bill which passed the Senate and 
was approved by the President, and is now considered to 
be a law, has never been acted on by the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Il. That the alteration was made by Mr. Sproule, the 
engrossing clerk, by the authority and under the directions 
of Mr. Forney, the Clerk of the House, without which the 
said enrolling clerk had previously refused to do 80. 

ITI. The next point of inquiry embraced in the resolu- 
tion, and the only one under which the committee have en- 


countered difficulties, is, “under what circumstances was 
such change made,” 


1854. 
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The testimony under this branch of the investigation, 
although voluminous, is yet incomplete, and we do not deem 
it proper to form conclusions, seiling a willful fraud upon any 
party, upon partial or imperfeet testimony, taken by the 
committee in great haste under the disadvantages which 
surround them at the close ofthe session. Besides, several 
witnesses, deemed important, reside at a great distance 
from the capital, and their attendance cannot now be pro- 
cured. We therefore think that all the testimony taken, 
except as hereinafter mentioned, should be withheld from 
publication at this time, and that the committee should be 
authorized to continue its inquiries at the next session. A 
resolution to that effect is herewith reported. {tis regarded 
asa matter of justice to the parties whom the testimony 
taken might tend to implicate in a fraudulent purpose, to 
withhold the evidence taken until a full, thorough, and de- 
liberate investigation may be had touching their ageney in 
the matter, 

There are.certain facts connected with this most extraor- 
dinary infringement upon the rights of the House, so clearly 
and conclusively proven, that we proceed to state them 
briefly and as intelligibly as we can in a hurried report. 

Two distinet bills granting lands to Minnesota ‘Territory 
have been acted upon by both branches of Congress. The 
first bill originated in and passed the Senate. ft came to 
the House, and there failed about the 10th of March. 
Whilst this measure was pending before Congress, certain 
parties applied to the Territoriat Legislature of Minnesota, 
then in session, for a charter for a company known as the 
“ Minnesota and Northwestern Railroad Company.” Af- 
ter a protracted controversy in the Legistature, this charter 
passed on the 4th of March, whilst the bill granting lands, 
and which afterwards failed, was before this House. That 
charter, as will be seen by reference, transferred in advance 
to said company all the Jands which Congress might grant 
to the Territory, and, amongst other things, required the 
corporators to organize the company on or before the Ist 
of July. The nineteenth section provides that “ if the cor- 
porators did not so organize, &c., then the governor, sec- 
retary, aud treasurer of the Territory might select any 
other company to receive the benefit of said grant. 

The first bill having failed in Congress, we now proceed 
togive a brief history of the second bill—that which was 
altered. We do this to throw light on the ** circumstances”? 
attending the alteration. The third section, (that which 
was altcred,) as originally prepared and sent to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, contained theSe words: 

“That the said lands hereby granted to the said Terri- 
tory, shall be subject to the disposal of any future Legisia- 
ture thereof, for the purpose aforesaid, and no other; nor 
shall they inure to the venefit of any company heretofore 
constituted or organized,” 

The effect of this language would be, first, to place said 
railroad company in the power of a future Legislature as 
to the lands granted ; secondly, to exclude it and ali other 
companies constituted or organized. 

hilst this bill was being prepared, and was before the 
Committee on Public Lands, George W. Billings, one of 
the said corporators, was in Washington conferring with 
those who prepared it, for the purpose of having it so 
worded as to secure the grant to the said company. 

The bill was in the charge of the Hon. Mr. Stevens, 

: asa member of the Committee on Public Lands. Before 
reporting the bill to the House, he, understanding that he 
had authority from the committee to do so, erased the word 


j 


“future”? The original draft, with this erasure, was put | 


on its passage without having been printed, and those who 
took special interestin the matter supposed it was the iden- 
tical bill sent into the committee, as Mr. S. had not advised 
them of the change. The bil! passed in this House on the 
20th of June. 
Senate, where it was taken up and printed. When printed, 
it was found to contain the words, excluding all companies, 
“ constituted or organized.” The company already men- 
tioned was therefore excluded by the biH. The word “ or”? 
was erased in the manner stated from the enrolled bill, and 
the word © and”? inserted, and the same alteration was made 
in the original bill and the curolled bill, which was after- 
wards approved by the President. 
limited tothe first of July to organize, and if organized 
prior to the passage of the bill, they would be excluded 
from the grant, unless the word ‘t and” was thus substi- 
tuted for “ or.’ 
June 23th, was approved by the President June 29th, and 
the company organized July lst, That company now 
claims that the lands, by the terms of the act thus altered, 
inures to its benefit. 

In view of these facts, we regard the immediate passage 
of an act to correct the terms of the graut as of the utmost 
importance. If such action is not had before the close of 
this session, it may be claimed that such rights to these 
jands have vested in the said company as cannot be taken 
away by future legislation. We cannot recommend a re- 
peal of the grant, for the reason, that we do not think the 
laboring pioneers of Minnesota should be punished on ac- 
count of wrongs to which they are not a party. Nor do we 
agree entirely to the bill proposed by the majority. In our 
judgment, the entire third section should be repealed, and 
such provisions substituted therefor, as will, beyoud doubt, 
place the grant of lands under the.control of Legislatures 
hereafter to be chosen by the people, and prevent the trans- 
fer of such an important power to the Governor and other 
officers appointed by the Executive. This we regard as due 
to the principle of “popular sovereignty.” Accordingly, 
we have reported such a bill. 

Tt is due in justice to add that, as yet, no proof has been 
taken, nor have we any reason to believe that any sach 


exists, to lead our judgments to the conclusion that either of : 
the alterations was made or procured by any member or | 
officer of either branch of Congress with a design to perpe- | 
or through csrrupt or j 


trate any fraud, or to do any wrong; 
eriminal motives ; or that any such member or officer was 
actuated by such motives in aiding the passage of the bil. 
Whether the action of Mr. Stevens and of Mr. Forney, re- 
sulting either from want of proper attention as to the effect 
of such an alteration, a disposition to accommodate others, 
or from negligence of duty, calls for any further action of 
the House, is for the Mouse itself to decide. Whilst we are 


ft was properly engrossed and sent to the | 


‘Phe corporators were j 


The bill thus altered passed the Senate | 


neither disposed nor prepared to deny the purity of the mo- 
tive, we condemn the act asa culpable error. If such a 
system prevails, there can be uo certainty or reliability in 
congressional action. There ean be no safety to members 
under such a practice, beeause it falsifies the votes they 
give under the solemnities of their oath, by making them 
appear as voting for measures which th¢y would have op- 
posed. It brings odium upon Congress, and destroys public 
confidence in congressional proceedings. 

The sanctity of the record should always be preserved, 
and those charged with it should be held to the most rigid 
accountability. LEWIS D. CAMPBELL. 


I concur in the foregoing report, except that I prefer the 
form of the bill recommended by the majority to that of the 
bill accompanying this report. G. A. SIMMONS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I will now read the bill 
and resolution referred to: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the third section of an act entitled “ An act to aid the 
‘Territory of Minnesota in the construction of a railroad 
thercin,” approved June 29, 1854, be, and the sameis here- 
by, repealed. 

Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, That the lands granted 
to said Territory by virtue of the act aforesaid, shall not be 
subject to disposal under the provisions of any act hercto- 
fore passed by the Legislature of said Territory, nor shall 
any portion of the lands inure to the benefit of any com- 
pany heretofore constituted or organized in said Territory, 
or elsewhere, but in future legislation shall have the right 
to dispose of the same for the construction of one or more 
railroads therein: Provided, That in no event shall the 
Governor, or other person in said Territory, have power to 
designate the company or companies to whose benefit said 


| grant shall inure; and any railroad which may receive aid 


from said grant of land, shall be and remain a public high- 
way for the use of the Government of the United States, 
free from all toll or other charge on transportation of any 
property or troops of the United States. Nor shall any of 
the said lands be subject to private entry until the same 
shall have been first offered at public sale at the increased 
price. 


The latter clause is the same as that in the ori- 
ginal third section of the bill. i 
The résolutions reported are as follows: 


Resolved, That the select committee appointed to inves- 
tigate the alterations made tothe bill “granting lands to the 
‘Territory of Minnesota, to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road therein,” be directed to continue their investigation at 
the next session of Congress, 

Resolved, That the testimony of Messrs. Jones, Stevens, 
Forney, Sproule, Lee, Buck, and French, having reference 
to the facts immediately connected with the alteration 


| made to the Minnesota land bill, be made part of the reports 


printed, and that the balance of the testimony taken be 
= ined by the committee until their final report is sub- 
mitted. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire now to say one word by 
way of explanation of the difference between the 
two bills. This chartered company procured this 
charter from the Minnesota Legislature on the 4th 
of March, one of the corporators of which sought 
to have the bill pass here in a particular form. In 
that charter there is a section which provided that 
if the charter failed, the governor, treasurer, and 
secretary might have the power to designate the 
company to receive theselands. The bill reported 
by the majority of the committee takes away the 
power of that act, but it does not provide any- 
thing against the future, so that the very Legisla- 
ture which gave that extraordinary power might 
be convened in an extra session, and pass an act 
in the future that would carry the same power to 
the Governor and those officers; for the bill reported 
by the majority simply guards against that which 
was done heretofore, while the bill reported by the 
minority provides that no such power over these 
lands shall be given to those officers; and the whole 
thing will be left subject to the action of the Legis- 
lature hereafter to be chosen by the people. ‘That 
is the important distinction; and the second differ- 
ence is this: The testimony which this committee 
has most assiduously sought for, in order to probe 
to the bottom the outside influences and motives 
which produced this important change, has not yet 
been had, but has been telegraphed for. It is for 
that reason that the minority think—although 
they do not ask to sit during the recess, and 
although every member of the committee would 
be glad to avoid the discharge of any such duty— 
it due to the integrity of Congress, and the invio- 
lability of the records of this House, that the com- 
mittee should act at some time in the future with the 
powers they have. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man a question before he sits down. What is 


the object of proposing to continue the sitting of | 


this committee, when the minority as well as the 
majority of the committee have reported to the 
House their opinion that the alteration was im- 
material, and that they exonerate all the parties 
who made it of fraudulent intent? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. There is testimony which 


might tend te some extent to implicate other par- 
ties, and might tend to: implicate to` some extent 
members of this Houge. The minority: think it 
important that full testimony should be taken to 
wipe out even the suspicion that might be raiséd 
under the imperfeot state of testimony, or, if not 
to wipe out, to fasten with some degree of cer- 
tainty on the right persons the crime, if there has 
been any perpetrated. - ` 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to in- 
quire in relation to the reception of the bill re- 
ported by the majority of the committee. Shall 
it be read a first and second time? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Before that is done, 
allow me to make one or two other explanations. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. For the purpose of having 
the matter tested, 1 #ish the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky first to allow the question to be taken on 
the bill proposed as a substitute—the bill of the 
minority. If that be voted down, then the quès- 
tion can be taken on the bill reported by the ma- 
jority. Í 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky to permit me one moment. 
I wish to appeal to the gentleman from New*York 
{Mr. Haven] to withdraw his objection. to. the 
appointment of a commiftee of conference on the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. He is 
aware that there is a large number of amend- 
ments on which the two Houses disagree. ‘Then 
there are the army bill, the navy bill, the post 
office appropriation bill, all behind the one which 
he speaks of, and which he is desirous of getting 
up. Kt will take a considerable portion of the re- 
maining time of the session for the committee of 
conference to act upon the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill; and if he will withdraw his 
objection, and permit the committee of conference 
to be appointed, all his purposes can be answered. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will answer that appeal in a 
moment, by saying that if my friends are willing 
to do it, I am desirous—inasmuch as the civil and 
diplomatie appropriation bill has*gotahead of this 
other appropriation bill—that a committee of con- 
ference should be appointed. If they are agree- 
able to this—- 

Several Memsers. Yes, yes. 

Mr. HAVEN. But insist that I will not con- 
sent to any action on the other appropriation bills. 
I will withdraw my objection to the proposition 
of the gentleman from Alabama, if that is agree- 
able to the Honse. 

The SPEAKER. Then if there be no other 
objection to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Alabama, a committee of conference will be ap- 
pointed. 

There being no objection, the following named 
gentlemen were appointed a committee of confer- 
ence, to meet a similar committee on the part of 
the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendments to the civiland diplo- 
matic appropriation bill: Messrs. Housron, HA- 
ven, and HENDRICKS. 

Mr. HUNT. I rise to a question of privilege. 
I do not know that it is competent for a committee 
of conference to correct an error made in this 
House. I understand that an amendment to the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, reported to 
have been non-concurred in, was concurred in. 
Now, I desire the correction to be made in the 
proper place by the proper person. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, in reply to the 
gentleman from Louisiana, (Mr. FIunt,] would 
say that that subject was investigated. How- 
ever, the gentleman has submitted no motion. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. There are one or 
two words of explanation which | wish to offer. 

Mr. HUNT. Did I understand the Chair to 
say that I had made no motion? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood the 
gentleman, and so remarked, in order to call his 
attention to it, 

Mr. HUNT. Then I wish to be distinctly 
understood. From what I have been told here, 
I have learned that no motion is necessary, and 
that action may be taken on this matter py the 
committee of conference. I am alluding to an 
amendment which passed in relation te marine 
hospitals. Ihave been informed by the gentleman 
from Alabama that the amendment of the Senate 
has been recorded as non-concurred in. 

The SPEAKER. By a mistake, such is the 


| fact; a Committee of the Whole House agreed to 
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the amendment in question; but, as has been con- 
ceded this morning on all sides, and as is within 
the recollection of the Chair, by some mistake in 
numbering the amendment, it was reported to the 
House as having been non-concurred in. It is 
competent, however, for the committee of confer- 
ence to settle it; and the Chair supposes that there 
will be no difficulty aboutit. 

.Mr: HUNT. Then I am satisfied. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is, perhaps, due to the 


clerks—— 

Mr. HUNT. I-believe I have the floor. I 
wish it distinctly understood, that an error com- 
mitted in this House must be corrected in this 
House. It-can be done by unanimous consent, 
and I ask that it may be done, and let the bill go 


in its proper shape to thescommittee of confer- 


ence. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leave to in- 
form the gentleman from Louisiana that the bill 
has been already passed upon by the Senate in 
the shape in which it was sent to.them, with the 
error init. The Senate have adhered to all of 
their amendments, and it has been sent back from 
the Senate, with a request.that a committee of con- 
ference be appointed on the part of the House. 
The bill is now in possession of the House, and 
it will lead to delay if the course indicated by the 
gentleman should be taken. 

Mr. HUNT. Understanding that has been 
done which I desire to have effected, 1 will not 
now submit a motion. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I desire to 
suggest whether it would not be in the power of 
the House to recede from its disagreement as to 
that amendment, and then appoint a committee of 
conference as to the rest of the amendments? That 
would settle all the difficulty. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say a word which 
perhaps is due tp the clerks of the House, who 
have had the management of this bill. It is this: 
The numbers which the printera placed opposite 
to the amendments do not correspond with the 
numbers in th@original bill from the Senate, and 
in that way this confusion has crept in; and it is 
an error which may be corrected without the least 
impropriety by the conference committee. As it 
now stands, the House disagreed to the amend- 
ment; and when the bill went back to the Senate 
the Senate insisted upon the amendment; and the 
committee of conference can settle the matter ac- 
cording to the action of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The House has already or- 
dered a committee of conference; and this subject 
can only be reached in the House by reconsider- 
ing that vote. ; 


ALTERATION OF THE RECORD——AGAIN. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I do not intend to 
detain the committee more than a minute or two, 
to make an explanation founded upon the remarks 
of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Campne.t,] in 
regard to the governor, auditor, and treasurer of ; 

innesota. For the reason which I explained į 
when I was offering the report of the majority, | 
the majority thought proper to insert a second | 
section to the bill, to prevent these executive of- 
ficers from indicating any company, in case the į 
legal result of what has taken place should be 
that the company, as organized, has failed to 
comply with the charter. But if the House | 
chooses to make a grant of land to Minnesota, 
the majority of the committee did not propose to 
make a proposition to the House to fix and limit 
the territorial government from indicating the’ 
manner in which that Territory should dispose of | 
that grant. That is the difference between the: 
suggestion of my friend from Ohio and the bal-; 
ance of the committee; and the gentleman from | 
New York, (Mr. Simmons,}] who signed the re- į 
port of the gentleman from Ohio, states that he 
prefers the bill offered by the majority of the com- į 


mittee, i 
One other word. Your committee have been in į 
session—and I am instructed to say so—for more | 
than a week. The subject matter of investiga- | 
tion was simple and direct. ‘They could have, 
exhausted the subject in one or twodays. They | 
believe they did, but some latitude was given, and | 
agreat deal of matter is contained in that record, i 
which, while it does not reflect upon anybody, is | 
irrelevant to the matter in hand. | 
My friend from Ohio (Mr. Campse.y] stated | 

; Something in regard to the names of some gentle- | 


$ 


men of this House having been mentioned in that 
testimony, and that he deems it proper that the 
committee should stand over until the next session. 
It is true that the name of a member of this 
House was mentioned in the course of that testi- 
mony; but not upon the knowledge of any party 
concerned, or bearing directly upon the fact of the 
alterations. In the course of the evidence, the 
name of some individual in New York was men- 
tioned; and it was stated that he might answer 
two or three questions touching the matter in con- 
nection with which his name was mentioned; but 
the committee have directed that these interroga- 
tories shall be put to these persons, and they have 
authorized me to ask that their answers, as soon 
as they can be obtained, shall be filed with the 
evidence. But your committee did not suppose 
they would have any material bearing upon the 
matter in hand. I am instructed to say, that the 
committee have examined the matter submitted 
to them by the House thoroughly, and the facts 
as to who made the alterations, as far as they 
have been able to ascertain them, are fully spread 
out in the evidence. The majority of the com- 
mitteee have not felt authorized to inquire into 
any matter not pertaining to the matter in hand. 
They believe that no member of the House would 
be implicated by any further investigations; and, 
therefore, they recommend that the evidence, in 
full, be printed, together with whatever answers 
may be received to the interrogatories we have 
sent to the person to whom I have referred in 
New York, which are expected to-morrow morn- 
ing, and that the committee may be discharged 
from the further examination of the subject. 

And, now, in reference to the bill reported by 
the majority of the committee, I will state that 
four of the committee concur in reporting the bill 
which I read to the House. My friend from Ohio, 
(Mr. Camrsext,] however, prefers the one which 
he has read to the House. By reference to the 
terms of the resolution raising the committee, the 
House will observe that the committee were simply 
instructed to inquire into the change in the text of 
the bill, as to who made the alteration, and under 
what circumstances it was done. They might very 
properly have confined themselves simply to a re- 
port responsive to the resolution. They doubted 
for some time whether, under the instructions of 
the House, and being a select committee, they had 
the right to report any recommendations for the 
action of the House 


MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE AND PRES- 
IDENT. 


[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, inform- 
ing the House that they had passed the following 
bills of the House without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of John Frink; f 

A bill for the relief of civil township of Marion, 
in the county of Mercer, Ohio; 

A bill for the relief of James Walsh; 

A bill for the relief of W. D. Porter of the 
United States Navy; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hammond, of 
the State of New York; 

A bill for the relief of Henry W. Halsted; 

A bill for the relief of Jesse R, Faulkner, of 
Missouri; and ' 

A bill for the relief of John McVea and John 
F. Kneely, of Louisiana. 

Also, that they had passeda resolution suspend- 
ing, for the remainder of the session, the 16th and 
17th joint rules, in which he had been directed to 
ask the concurrence of the House.]} 


[A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by Sipney Wes- 
STER, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move that the 
message which has just been received be taken up 
and read. 

There being no objection, the Speaker presented 
the following message: 


WASHINGTON, August 2, 1854. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I herewith transmit to you a copy of the treaty hetween 
the United States and Great Britain, negotiated at Wash- 
ington on the 5th of June last. lt has been concurred in 
by the Senate, and { have no doubt that the ratifications of 
it will soon be exchanged. It will be observed that by the 
provision of the fifth article the treaty does not go into oper- 
ation until after legislation thereon by the respective parties, 

Should Congress, at its present session, pass the requisite 
jaw on the part of the United States to give effect to its 


stipulations, the fishing grounds on the coasts of the British 
North American Provinees, from which our fishermen have 
been heretofore excluded, may be opened to them during ` 
the present season, and apprehended collisions between 
them and British fishermen avoided. 

For this reason, and for the purpose of securing to the 
citizens of the United States, at the earliest practicable 
period, other advantages which it is believed they will de- 
rive from this treaty, I recommend the passage by Congress, 
at the present session, of such a law as is necessary on the 
part of the United States to give effect to its provisions. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE, 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, the 
communication was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed.] 


ALTERATION OF THE RECORD—AGAIN. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, (resuming.) Mr. 
Speaker, 1 had only a word or two to offer when 
the interruption occurred. It is impossible for the 
committee to make the House acquainted with the 
testimony spread on the record, or to go into a 
discussion of itnow. They can only state their 
opinions and conclusions, and the House must 
take such action as it thinks proper on the recom- 
mendations from the committee. 

- I am instructed to say that four of the commit- 
tee prefer the form of the bill which has been sub- 
mitted by the majority; that they believe they have 
examined all the @vidence material to the alteration 
in the text of the bill which can be obtained; that 
the only witness who was, by any individual on 
the committee, supposed to be materialinany form, 
or who could give any testimony, not touching 
the alteration, but touching other matter which 
had been introduced, was in the city of New York 
and unable to be here; and that to gratify the gen- 
tleman whose name had been mentioned, the com- 
mittee had directed interrogatories to be put to him, 
although the wHole of it was founded on hearsay, 
and have asked that that shall be printed with the 
testimony, when it comes. Under those circum- 
stances a majority of your committee ask that the 
evidence, including the answer to their interroga- , 
tories, shall be published for the satisfaction of the 
House; and that they may be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

In regard to the bill offered by the majority, as 
I was remarking, your committee thought, at one 
time, that it was proper for them to confine them- 
selves to the resolution under which they were 
appointed, and to report simply the fact of the al- 
teration, by whom made, the circumstances under 
which it was made, and then let the House act on 
the report as it may think proper. But, inas- 
much as a change in the word indicated had been 
made after the bill was engrossed and had passed 
the House, your committee supposed that they did 
not transcend the spirit of the resolution under 
which they were appointed, by offering a proposi- 
tion to the House to putit in statu quo ante bellum, 
that the House, if it chose, might pass a supple- 
mental act, which restored it to the condition in 
which it was. Itis not for us to volunteer any 
action to the House. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I would suggest to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, that he had better 
call for the previous question, and let us pass this 
bill. Ifor one, am disposed to do it. 

[Cries of ‘ That is right !’’} 

Mr.HUNT. Thereport ought notto be passed 
over by this House without an expression of opin- 
ion on the part of members. I for one, desire to 
express my opinions on the conduct of the Clerk 
of this House and the member from Michigan. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the House will give 
me its attention for a few minutes, I will briefly 
state the reasons why the minority of the commit- 
tee think that further testimony should be taken. 
Now, I put it to each and every member of that 
committee, and each and every member of this 
House, whether the reports of the majority and 
minority of the committee do not show that a 
gross fraud has been perpetrated by the interpola- 
tion in an act of this House, and I would put it to 
the House whether either report settles the fraud 


| upon any person, and whether, under such cir- 
cumstances, and especially when the committee 


has had only a few days in which to pursue its 
investigations, and those at the close of the ses- 


, sion, it is not due to Congress and the country that 


we should make some further effort to ferret out 
the originator of the fraud whether he be a mem- 
ber, an officer, or an outside#. Why, sir; this 
Minnesota bill makes a larger grant of the public 
domain than any bill ever passed by Congress 


. who has just taken his seat, to say if there is any- 


. 


. ed according to its worth. 


gation of all the matters connected with this affair. 
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before. Millions of acres, by the insertion of the 
word ‘ and” inthe place of the word ‘or,’ were 
taken away from the control of the Legislature of 
that Territory, and given to an incorporated com- 
pany which had procured a charter from the Le- 
gislature. [appeal to the honorable gentleman 


thing that we have said in the report which fastens 
suspicion upon any member of this House? But 
neither of the reports goes so far as to say that 
there is nothing that does not fasten suspicion in 
some other quarter. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. Will the gentle- 
man from Ghio inform me whether the committee 
know who are the directors in that company; and 
if they do, will he not inform the House, so that 
we may better judge in relation to this matter? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. By reference to the char- 
ter, which is made a part of the testimony, it 
will be seen that the corporators are the Messrs. 
Schuyler, of New York. 

Mr. JONES. Which Schuyler? . 

Mr. CAMPBELL. George Schuyler, Ketch- 


um, &c. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to make an inquiry 
of the gentleman from Ohio. It is perfectly mani- 
fest, from the reports of the majority and minor- 
ity, that a fraud has been perpetrated, and í de- | 
sire to be informed who committed it? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The committee could not | 
come to a positive conclusion of sufficient strength 
to authorize us to make a solemn reportin regard 
to that matter to this House, for the reason that 
we had not time to go thoroughly into an investi- 


here are parties living in the Territory of Min- 
nesota whose testimony, I now state to the House, 
I believe to be important to a thorough under- 
standing of this subject. So much for the prop- 
osition to extend the investigation. 

Now a word, and but a word, as to the prop- 
osition to take away the power by which one or 
two or three officers of the Territory of Minnesota 
may designate the company to which this vast 
domain shall be given. The bill of the majority 
proposes simply to nullify the act heretofore passed 
giving them that power. There is nothing in the 
bill of the majority which would preclude the Le- 
gislature, composed of the very identical members, 
from assembling and again passing an act of that 
Kind. It is for that reason, and for the purpose | 
of guarding the rights of the people there, that I | 
have provided in the bill of the minority that the 
people shall elect a Legislature in future which | 
shall decide in what way this vast domain shall 
be disposed of. Such, let me say, was evidently 
the intention of the parties who first prepared that 
bill, and sent it to the Committee on Public Lands. 

I now move, Mr. Speaker, that the bill reported 
by the minority, be taken as a substitute for that 
of the majority; and on that motion I ask the pre- 
vious question, 

Mr. COBB. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
to withdraw his call for the previous question, to 
enable me to make one or two remarks. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw the call for 
the previous question, as requested. 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman from Ohio speaks 
of the bill as giving away millions of acres of the 
Territory of Minnesota. Now,I want to ask 
that gentleman one question—I am posted up on | 
it myself, and, inasmuch as I have voted for this 
bill, I desire that my vote shall always be estimat- | 
What I want to know 
from him is: He states that the bill grants some 
millions of acres. Has he ever calculated the | 
amount really granted by it? if not, I can tell 


him. | 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, I should like to | 
know. | 
Mr. COBB. Then I suppose you have not | 
made a close calculation: have you? | 
Mr. CAMPBELL. No. 
Mr. COBB, Well, then, that the thing may |; 
go properly to the country, [ will state the quan- | 
tity of land granted by that bill. 1 was myself 


|| report, including the testimony. 


į report of the committee alone? And will it be in 


| if the vote be taken, the question will be disposed 


of the same opinion as that entertained by the | 
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gentleman from Ohio in relation to the quantity of 
land granted under that bill. But I have an esti- 
mate that was made by a properly qualified per- 
son, from which I learn that, if the railroad track 
be run ina direct line, the quantity of land granted 
will be less than six hundred thousand acres. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, that is no small 
quantity. 


Mr. COBB. One more suggestion. According 


te@the bill, if the track be constructed meandering | 


between certain places, the company may get 
more than that quantity of land; but I do not be- 
lieve that in any case they can get more than 
seven hundred thousand acres. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [ further withdraw the 
demand which I made for the previous question 
for my colleague on the committee, [Mr. Barry,] 
who I understand wishes to make some observa- 
tions. 

Mr. BARRY. I wish to make a few remarks 
to the House on this subject; but 1 promise to 
occupy very little of its time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jones, of | 
Tennessee, in the chair.) ‘The Chair desires to | 
state the question before the House, that there may | 
be no mistake or misapprehension. The Chair | 
understands that the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. BRECKINRIDGE] made a report from the 
committee, and concluded that report by making 
a motion to discharge the committee from further | 
consideration of the subject, and to print the report | 
and testimony. That is, in the opinion of the | 
Chair, the question pending before the House. 
The Chair thinks that the question on the billread 
by the gentleman, and the motion to discharge the | 
committee, and to print the report and testimony, 
cannot both be pending at the same time. The | 

uestion, therefore, before the House is the mo- 
tion to discharge the committee, and to print the 


Mr. MILLSON, (interrupting.) I desire to 
ask a question of the Chair I desire to ask the | 
Chair whether, if the main question shall be or- 
dered, it will not bring the House to vote on the | 


order afterwards to introduce any resolution in 
reference to the conduct either of the Clerk or of | 
anybody else? And will it not cut off the motion 
to postpone the further consideration of this whole | 
question to the next session of Congress? I wish | 
to be informed on these questions before we pro- | 
ceed to vote on the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The present 
occupant of the Chair is of opinion that the pend- | 
ing question is the motion made by the commit- | 
tee through their organ, the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, to discharge the committee, and to print 
the report and minutes of the testimony. If the | 
previous question shall be sustained on that, and | 


of. 
Mr. MILLSON. Then it is not in order to 


| reference to the matter before us. 


ject, or who had had anything to do with the sub- 
ject, directly or indirectly. oe We 

As to the first part of the examination, we were 
enabled to report upon itin full, arid unanimously, 
and to state that there was no corrupt design on 
the part of any member of this House, or any 
officer of the House. Now, shall we stop with 
the report which we have made, and not let it go 
to the country, because we cannot with absolute 
certainty tell whether or not the motives of the 
pereon who suggested the change outside of the” 

ouse were criminal? This House cannot, of 
course, understand the question without the testi- 
mony;and when they see it, they will discaver that 
a large portion of it is irrelevant. We did not 
know what was to be proved, or what witnesses 
were to be called for examination. When a law- 
yer examines a case, the party for whom he ap- 
pears tells him what is to be proved, and what 
witnesses shall be called, so that he knows who 
to ask and what to ask. But in this case the 
committee hgd no such aid. We were entirely 
in the dark. When we examined a person, and 
he alluded to another in mutual connection, we 
had to send for him to explain what the other had 
alluded to. , Thus we were groping in the dark 
in relation to the testimony; and were the com- - 
mittee to sit six months, they would still be 
groping in the dark. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CamPBELL] has 
said that there are witnesses in Minnesota who 
were not examined. That gentleman said to the 


i| committee, and perhaps truly, that if we should 


take"their testimony, we should elicit important 
information. I do not know but what we should, 
for I do not know who has any knowledge about 
this matter. In examining them, we should grope 
in the dark, as we have been all through on the 
examination. 

There is one witness in New York whom it 
was thought necessary to examine. The Ser- 
geant-at-Arms sent a deputy after him eight or 
nine days ago. But he is sick, and cannot come. 
In a letter from him he says he knows nothing 
upon the subject which will criminate anybody in 
We have now 
sent to him, by telegraph, certain interrogatories, 
and the answer to them will be received by mail 
to-morrow morning, we hope. 

Mr. HIBBARN. [ desire to ask a question. 
Am I right in understanding that neither the mi- 
nority or majority report impute improper motives . 
to any officer or member of this House? __ 

Mr. BARRY. I understand itis so. It is cer- 
tainly so in the majority report, and I think it is 
in the other. I say that all further examination 
will result as that which we have heretofore had. 
We shall be groping around in the dark to find 
out something, perhaps to find nothing rhaterial, 
and perhaps to find out nothing. For instance, | 
the testimony of Mr. Hunt was hearsay. On 
examining one witness, he said, I was informed 
by Mr. Hunt that such and such thingsare facts. 


move a postponement of the question until we 
can have read the evidence, so as to understand | 
the question fully? ; 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It will not, if) 
the previous question be sustained, and the main 


question ordered to be put. | 


Mr. BARRY. The question which the com- | 


| mittee was chiefly to examine, wasin reference to ` 
!| which we can act? 


a certain interlineation and alteration in records, 


and the circumstances under which it had been |! 


Now, we inquire of Mr. Huntif that isso, All 
the information we can get from him will be asto 
the truth of what has been asserted by another 
witness. Thatisall. The gentlemanin reference 
to whom such statements were made came forward 
and openly and frankly denied their truth. 
Now, sir, I say, why protract this investigation 
into another session, when we have no specific 
charges before us against any individual upon 
} It would be merely to beat 
about to find intimations upon which we can ob- 


H 
if. 


made. The examination of thatinvolved but few | tain evidence. In my own opinion, there is no 


facts, and the evidence of but few persons. But 


in going into the investigation, we made the dis- | 
covery ,as was stated by the gentleman from Mich- | 
igan, that the alteration was requested by a certain | 


person outside of the House. Then the commit- 
tee proceeded to inquire from that person and 
others what was his motive in making the request. 


That is the outside portion of this testimony; and | 


if we were to ferret it to the bottom, as we are 
called upon to do, it would take the committee six 


months; because we would have to examine every | 
man who had had a conversation upon the sub- j 


‘| reasonable prospect that any further material can 
| be found upon which toact. We have had before 
| us the men who are most deeply concerned in the 
matter, and who, if there has been any corrupt 
|| proceedings in reference to the matter, know it, 
| and refuse to divulge it. 
| Mr, CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) I propose, 
if the gentleman will allow me, that by common 
consent we should first act upon the bills reported 
i| by the different branches of the committee, then 
upon the resolutions reported by them, and lastly, 
upon ordering thereports and testimony to be print- 
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ed. If there is no objection, I will make that 
proposition, and f doit forthe reason that it is im- 
portant; it has been so regarded by.both branches 
“of the committee, that there should be some imme- 
diate action in reference to the matter. . J ask the | 
‘unanimous consent. that the bills reported by the | 
- majority and minority be taken up and acted upon. 

Mr. BARRY. [ will not object, if it is the 
wish of the House. / 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I do not give 
my consent, unless with the understanding that I 
be heard upon the subject.- 

Mr. CAMPBELL.: 1 certainly shall not ob- 
ject to that. Be | 

“The SPEAKER. It can be only done by} 
unanimous consent. f ! 

‘Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. [I object, ifthe effect ; 
“will be to cut off the gentleman from Mississippi 
{Mr. Barry] from finishing his remarks. j 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it proper 
to state here that the minority of a committee have 
norightto makean independent report, except by 
unanimous consent. The proper course would 
be, when the bill reported by the majority comes 
up, for the gentleman from Ohio to offer his as a 
sub stitute. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I believe it was the un- 
derstanding of the House that beth bjs should be 
reported. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I desire to 
know distinctly whether it is the understanding 
that I shall be heard upon these bills? | 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Certainly it is. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to discharge 
the committee, and to print the reports and testi- 
mony, is first in order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. l hope the 
proposition to act upon these bills at the present 
time will nat be agreed to, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Why, sir, it refMires 
unanimous consent, and I have objected unul my 
friend from Mississippi shall have an opportunity 
to conclude his remarks. If the gentleman from 
Georgia desires also to speak, I shalt be happy to 
hear him. 

Mr. BARRY. I simply desire to say, in an- 
awer to the inquiry of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Cons,] that the land donated by this | 
Minnesota bill will amount to about five hundred | 
and seventy-six thousand acres. 

Now, one word in reference to this railroad | 
company. A prejudice has been created against 
them in consequence of a statement which has 
been made that the Schuylers are connected with 
it. I desire to say, that the Schuylers were con- 
nected with the company as it was originally in- 
corporated; but since that time the company has 
been reorganized, and their names are not, in any | 
way, connected with the corporators, nor do they 
own one dollar of the stock. 

Mr, JONES, of New York. Will the gentle- | 
man be good enough to read the names of the | 
éoporators ? | 

Mr. BARRY. I do not know their names. 

Mr. JONES. Then I ask the Clerk to read į 
them. Í believe their names are in the bill, or the 

* report of the committee. 

Mr. BARRY. 1 do not think their names are 
there. 

Mr. JONES. The names of the original cor- 
porators are there, are they not? 

Mr. BARRY. The names of the original cor- 
porators are there, but not those of the present | 
company. 

Mr. JONES. Task that the names of the origi- 
nal corporators may be read. 

Mr. DISNEY. { object to the reading. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Will.the gentleman allow 
me one word ? 

Mr. BARRY. Certainly. z 

Mr. HIBBARD. Ido not desire to interrupt 
the gentleman’s remarks, but merely to remind 
the House that there are now eight general ap- 
propriation bills unfinished and pending between 
this House and the Senate. We have agreed to 
adjourn to-morrow at noon. 

{Cries of * Order!” 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will | 
now report the names of the corporators of the 
Minnesota and Northwestern Railroad Company. 

The Clerk then read the names, as follows: 
Robert Schuyler, William P. Burrall, George L. 
Schuyler, Morris Ketchum, Edward Bement, R. 


until the Ist day of July; and, not being organ- 


|| mean the same thing; and it does seem to me to 


B. Mason, and George W. Billings, of the city of 


New York; Erastus Corning, of the city of Al- 
bany;John W. Forbes, Curtis B. Raymond, and | 
John Gardner, of the city of Boston; W. B.S. | 
Moore, of the city of Bangor, Maine; Frederick 
S. Jesup, of Dubuque, lowa; *ranklin Steele, 
Charles W. Borup, Orange Walker, Alexander | 
Wilkin, Willis A. Gorman, Alexander Ramsey, | 
James Stinson, aod J. Travis Rosser, of the Ter- | 
ritory of Minnesota. : 

Mr. BARRY. Those are the names of the 
original corporators. That company is now or- 
gavized,and has been since the Ist of July. | Ido 
not know the names of the directors, yet it is tes- 
tified that the Schuylers are not of them, and that 
they had no stock or connection with the com- | 
pany as organized. 

Mr. PRATT. I will state that William P. B&r- 
rell, whose name has been mentioned among others, | 
is as respectable a gentleman as lives in New York, | 
or anywhere else. I have nothing to say of the | 
others. 

Mr. BARRY. I hope that the House will take | 
no action on this subject which will prevent the | 

| 
| 


reports of the majority and minority of the com- ; 
mittee, as well as the accompanying testimony, 
from being printed. The House cannot act intel- | 
ligently on this subject until it has examined the | 
testimony beyond this one point, that they know 
that there was a change made in the language of | 
the bill, We can, without further evidence, pro- 
ceed ta reinstate the language of the bill as it passed | 
this body. We cannot go any further than we | 
have safely, unless we have the reports of the | 
committee, and the testimony accompanying them, 
be printed and examined. {hope that no action 
will be taken which will in any way tend to pre- 
vent the testimony, as presented by the major- 
ity and minority of the committee, from being at 
once printed, | trust that the gentleman will per- 
severe in his motion, and that the reports from the 
committee be laid upon the table, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
3 Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I have no objection to the passage of the bill 
which has been reported from the committee. 
That bill provides that ‘or’? be reinstated for 
“and,” but I do not think that the alteration re- 
ferred to is one of a very material character. The 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. CAmPBELL,] to whose 
report and remarks { have listened attentively, | 
speaks of a very great fraud having been com- | 
mitted. E cannot perceive it. The words in the | 
bill, as it was read when it passed this House, were 
t nor shall they inure to the benefit of any com- 
pany heretofore constituted or organized.” The | 
word “and” has been substituted for the word | 
“or,” sò that it now reads t‘ shall not inure to the 
benefit of any company hereafter constituted and ; 
organized.” And in this way it read when it passed 
the Senate. Gentlemen seem to consider the word 
“ constituted’ as equivalent to the word ‘‘ incor- 

orated’’ or chartered. This, in my judgment, 
isa radical error. When a charter is granted, 
corporators named, the company is not constituted 
until the corporators meet, accept the charter, and 
form themselves into a body-politic. Until this 
he done, no corporate company can be said to be 
constituted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Whatever may be the 
legal effect of the word, it is very evident, from 
the proof, that that company was not organized 


ized, the insertion of the word “and” would 
make the land inure to its benefit. 

Mr. STEPHENS. J know nothing about 
these outside matters. I know nothing of the or- 
ganization of any company which may claim | 
the benefits of this act. I look at the language of | 
the law as it passed the House, and how far the | 
interest of any company or anybody can possibly 
be affected by the alteration which has been 
made. The gentleman from Ohio speaks of a 
company that was not organized until Ist July; Í 
well, it could not have been constituted either; for 
constituted and organized in this connection must 


be very immaterial whether we say ‘ constituted: 
and organized,” or ‘* constituted or organized.” 
This I say in reply to so much of the remarks of | 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CAMPBELL] as rep- | 
resented a great fraud as having been committed 
by the officers of the House, or somebody. It 
seems to me that the alteration, under the circum- | 


stances stated in the report, might have been 


deemed immaterial, and made without subjecting 
the persons concerned in the least degree to any 
imputation of wrong. The committee has exon- 
erated all parties. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the parties themselves 
regarded it as immaterial, why did they go to the 
extent of procuring an erasure and change in an 
enrolled bill of this House? The question is this: 
If the parties to this transaction regarded this 
thing in the light in which you do, as immaterial, 
why did they go to the extent of having the word 
“or” erased from an enrolled bill of this House, 
and inserting in its place the word “ and?” 

Mr. STEPHENS. I do not know that “the 
parties” did it. 
any parties. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Somebody did it. Some- 
body procured it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. From the evidence which 
has been read here, 1 understand that a member 


|| upon this floor, who had the bill in charge, moved 


this amendment, or verbal alteration, in committee, 
which was carried, aud he supposed that it was 
so read in the House. He may have regarded it 
as a very immaterial matter, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Ihave no doubt that the 
gentleman who procured the alteration to be made 
after the bill left the House, may have regarded 
itas immaterial; but, on the other hand, I have 
no doubt that the outside influence that sought to 
make the erasure did regard it as material. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Í am not speaking of out- 
side influences, for I know nothing about them. 
The gentleman speaks of parties,” but Ido not 
think that we should consider the position of any 
‘parties’? who may claim benefits under the act. 
I look to the record before us. On and from that 
I speak when I say that the alteration seems 
to me to be verbal and immaterial. If I were to 
go beyond this record, and speak of what I hear 
outside, I am inclined to think that the whole of 
this affair has been got up by some parties out- 
side of this House, and whose object is to break 
down this bill and get the Jand hereafter them- 
selves. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL. A committee was ap- 
pointed to investigate all the facts and circum- 
stances connected with this matter; and they have 
done it laboriously and to the best of their ability, 
in the short time they have had. 

Mr. STEPHENS. What does the report state 
above any outside influences ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is expressly stated in 
one of the reports that Mr. Billings, one of the 
corporators under the charter granted by the 
Minnesota Territory, was here before the bill went 
to the Committee on Public Lands seeking to get 
it couched in such a manner as to carry the grant 
to that particular company, and in such terms as 
to giveno power over the grant to future Legis- 
latures. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Well, sir, there is no evi- 
dence that I have heard that he succeeded in his 
wishes. {know nothing about him, however, or 
any other members of that or any other company 
which wishes an interest in the grant. But my 
object in rising was to call the attention of the 
House to the character of the alteration which the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CAMPBELL] calls a 
“ great fraud.” 

The gentleman argued as if ‘* constituted”? was 
the same thing as ‘‘incorporated.”? And, inas- 
much as a particular company had been incorpo- 
rated, but not “ organized ” at the time the bill 
passed, he argued that the alteration was made 
for their benefit. If constituted be equivalent to 
incorporated in this connection, then “or organ- 
ized,” in the original draft of the bill, was nothing 
but sheer nonsense. The words are “any com- 
pany heretofore constituted or organized.” The 


use of the words “or organized”? here must have” 


been resorted to for the purpose of being more 
explicit in the meaning of ‘* constituted,” and not 
for the purpose of designating another class; for 
suppose it had read ‘any company heretofore 
incorporated or organized, who does not see that 
with this reading ‘or organized” is perfect'non- 
sense? No company could have been organized 
before it had been incorporated. And if * consti- 
tuted’? means in this bill ‘chartered’? or ‘‘incor- 
porated,” then ‘or organized’” makes like non- 
sense. But réad, as-I suppose the draughtsman 
meant it should be, it makes good sense. : 

I make these observations, Mr. Speaker, to 


E know nothing of the parties, or - 
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show the perfect immateriality of the alteration, 
as it seems to me the reports of the committee re- 
move all blame or fraudulent intent from any 
person connected with it. This is my under- 
standing of their reports. The only other ques- 
tion is, whether anybody has been injured by it? 
I think not; for, in my opinion, it is perfectly im- 
material whether the words in the bill were ‘* con- 
stituted and organized,” or whether they were 
* constituted or organized.” They mean the same 
thing, so far as I can understand. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I may state to the gentle- 
man from Georgia, in regard to other influences, 
that it is proved that after the bill was printed in 
the Senate, and after the word ** or” was discov- 
ered to exist in it instead of the word “and,” 
Mr. Billings, one of the corporators of this com- 

any, did zo to a Senator and appeal to him to 

ave this alteration made; and that is the origin 
of the suggestion, so far as the committee have it 
in evidence. It came from one of the corporators 
of this company to a Senator, who, doubtless not 
supposing that there was anything improper in 
it, applied to the Clerk of the Senate to know 
whether the alteration could be made, and then 
they came round to the Clerk of the House, and 
the alteration was procured. The desire to have 
the alteration is traced by the evidence to Mr. Bil- 
lings, one of the corporators named in the char- 
ter. [Te must have a purpose. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I have already stated that 
I know nothing about Mr. Billings or any of these 
corporators. | know nothing of the evidence on 
that point—I understand the report—I spoke of 
that. But the statement of the gentleman amounts 
to this, that Mr. Billings requested a Senator to 
have a change of verbiage made in—I suppose—a 
parliamentary manner. This it seems it was 
thought had been done in the committee in this 
House, and the change was made before the bill 
passed the Senate. But itdoes notconcern me how 
the alteration was made, as it was not made for 
the purpose of frand, nor, in my opinion, contains 
fraud in it. There is no man, [ suppose, in the 
House, who would not have given his consent to 
the alteration, if his attention had been called to it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman from 
Georgia will permit me, I will explain that the 
alteration could not have been made in a parlia- 
mentary way, for this reason: It was then about 
the 28th of June; this charter would have become 
void on the first of July. [f the word “and” 
had been substituted in a parliamentary way in 
the Senate, the bill would have come back to this 
House with an amendment. It would have gone 
to the Speaker’s tuble, and the firstof July would 
have elapsed before it become a law. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Again the gentleman is as- 
suming all his facts. Ifthe ‘and ’’ had been sub- 
stituted for the ‘or ** in the Senate, I question if 
there isa man in this House who would have failed 
to have given assent immediately to the correction. 
Because [ defy any gentleman to look into it, and 
say whether there is any difference between the 
two words, in the connection in which they are 
used. I make these remarks to show that—as I 
think—there has been “great cry and no wool” 
in this matter. So far as Í am concerned, | have 
no doubt iri the world that the bill would have been 
passed as readily with one word in it as with the 
other. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I am very 
much inclined to believe, with the gentleman from 
Georgia, that the substitution of the word + and” 
for the word f or” is quite as immaterial as he 
supposes it to be. But whether it be material or 
immaterial, it seems to me that itis impossible for 
us to act on this subject any further than to order 
the reports of facts made both by the majority and 
. miniority of the committee to be printed. Now, 


that isthe very thing that I think the [louse ought |; 


todo. It is very uncertain as to what the effect 
of the alteration is. It seems, from the opinions 
of the majority and minority of the committee, 
that the gentleman who originally reported the 
bill, intended to have reported it with the word 
‘Cand’ in the connection in question. He sup- 
posed—or some of those having interest in it sup- 
posed—thatit would be a material alteration. The 
gentleman who had the bill in charge believed the 
word “ and” to have been inthe bill. And Tsup- 
pose there are not three members on th& floor of 
the House who knew,at the time the bill was 
passed, whether it contained the word “ and,”’ or 


7 ; : 
the word ‘or’? in this connection. 


Nor dol 
suppose that there are three gentlemen on the floor 
who cared whether it was one or the other word, 
or to what company the benefits or advantages 


| of the grant should inure. 


But if there is a material difference in the bill 
by the substitution of the word “and” for the 
word ‘‘or,’? I beg the House to remember that 
by the passage of this act, and by the subsequent 
or prior action of the Legislature of the Territory 
of Minnesota, rights may have been derived under 
that grant. Obligations may have been assumed, 
money may have been paid, innocent parties may 
have come in and been deceived by the passage 
of this law. If,so,1 hold it would not be right, 
and it would not be in the power of this House, 
to withdraw that grant. 1 do not know how these 
things are, but it has been. said here, upon the 
floor of this House, by the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Barry,] and by athers, that the origi- 
nal corporators in that act are not the parties now 
interested in the grant which has been made by 
Congress. Do you know, does this House know, 
has the committee examined the fact, whether this 
grant has passed into the hands of innocent pur- 
chasers, or whether its benefits inure to the origi- 
nal corporators, or to the parties who have been 
implicated in procuring this fraud? : 

Sir, itis doubtful whether fraud could be implied 
against any persons in reference to this matter, 
when it is shown, upon the floor of this House, 
that a member of this House, acting upon his 
own belief as to the immateriality of this altera- 
tion, and designing to carry out the object of the 
committee, made this alteration innocently, and 
when the reports of both committees exonerate all 
parties of any intention of fraud. It seems to me 
that if any correction is to be made in this bill, it 
ought to be made accorging to the intention of the 
committee which reported the bill, when the in- 
tention of the House did not appear to be one 
way or the other, except that the bill passed the 
House in a condition not intended by those who 
reported it to the House. I think, sir, in order 
to perfect the examination of this question, the 
passage of those bills—if they are to be passed at 
all—ought to be postponed until they are deliber- 
ately examined; and, therefore, 1 shall move, at 


| the proper time, to refer this matter to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I was going to in- 
quire, in advance of that proposition, and in order 
to dispose of this matter, that we may proceed to 
the other pressing business before the House, 
whether the motion pending is not that the reports 
be printed, and that the committee be discharged ? | 

ThegPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Then I insist upon 
it, and call the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I understand that unani- 
mous consent was given to take up first the bills 
and resolution reported before that motion was 


made. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so under- 
stand it. The Chair stated that the pending 
question before the House was the proposition 
made by the committee through their organ, the 


| gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Brecauwripes,] 
i to discharge the committee, and print the report || 


and evidence. Did the Chair understand the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky as suggesting any other 
question? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, No sir. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I do not pro- 


pose to make any motion now; but when it shall |: 


be in order to do so, shall move to refer this 
Subject to the Committee of the Whole on th, 
state of the Union, in order that it may be post- 
poned until the next session, when it ean be ge- 
liberately examined. 


ERROR IN FORTIFICATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. One of the members of this | 


| House, upon the enrolling committee, has called 


my attention to an error which has, by some 
means, crept into the fortification bill. The amend- 


i ment which was adopted by the House, appro- 
| priating $20,000 to preserve the fortification sites, 
: &c., not mentioned in the bill, is, by the omis- 


sion of the word ‘* not,” made to apply to the 
fortifications included in the bill, and to which the 
appropriation was not intended to refer. 
reads: ‘* For contingent expenses of fortifications 
herein mentioned.” It should have read: ‘* For 


it now | 


contingent expenses of fortifications not. herein 
mentioned.” The object was to preserve, the 
sites, and keep in repair such fortifications as we 
uad made no specific appropriations for in the 
i bill. eo 

TheSPEAKER pro tempore. Is it the unanimous 
consent of the House that the bill shall be cor- 
rectly enrolled? ; 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 object. 

[Cries of * Too late.?’] ` 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks 
the objection comes too late, and will direct the 
correction to be made. 


ALTERATION OF THE RECORD—AGAIN. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. While I think 
the time of the House'is exceedingly precious at 
| this period of the session, and as I trust that Con- 
gress will not prolong its session beyond to-mor- 
row morning, as I. believe we can transact the 
necessary business. of the House by that time, 
with proper diligence, I move the previous ques- 
tion upon the proposition before the House. 

Mr. CULLOM. | desire to inquire ofthe 
Chair if the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Breckinripgr] is divisible, so that - 
the question may first be taken upon the motion 
to print, and then upon the motion to discharge 
| the committ#®@ from the further consideration of 
| the subject? I am willing that the reports and 
testimony shall be printed, but I am not willing 
that the committee shall be discharged without 
further investigation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the opinion 
|| of the Chair, if the motion of the gentleman from 
Tennessee prevails, and the matter is referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, the committee will not be discharged from 
the consideration of the subject. 

Mw CULLOM. I did not understand the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee as making that motion. 

Mr. STANTON. [have not made any such 
| motion. I gave notice that when the bills reported 
| by the committee came up for consideration, if I 
could get the opportunity, I should move to refer 
them to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, but I have no wish to give the re- 
ports that direction. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask the Speaker, 
that the House may correctly understand the 
condition of the business before us, if the motion 
| pending is not that submitted by myself, that the 
committee be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the subject, and that the reports and 
| testimony be printed? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tion now pending. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. What will be the 
effect of the previous question upon the motion ? 

The SPEAKER. Jt will be to bring the House 
to a direct vote upon the matter under considera- 
tion. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the or- 
dering of the previous question bring the House 
to a vote upon the bills reported by the committee, 
| as well as upon the reports and testimony reported 
therein? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The vote must be 

first upon disposing of the reports and testimony, 
| and the Flouse will decide as to its action upon 
the bills when they come up. 
| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Certainly, the bills 
li will be brought before the House as soon as the 
|: reports are disposed of. g 
|| ‘The previous question was seconded, and the 


That is the mo- 


| main question ordered to be put, being upon Mr. 
! BrecKxinripGe’s motion to discharge the com- 
mittee, and to print the report and testimony. 

Mr. CAMPBELL demanded the yeas and 
nays, und tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Stuart, of 
Michigan, and Westeroox were appointed. 

The question wastaken; and the yeas and nays 
were ordered—forty members voting therefor. 

Mr. SKELTON. If the committee be dise 
charged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject, will the bill be brought before us for our 
action? 

The SPEAKER pro tempere. The present 
occupant of the Chair may not be presiding when 
that question arises. The bill is not now before 
the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 3 would ask the 
| Speaker whether, if the committee be diacharged 
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from the further consideration of the subject, and 
the reports be ordered to be printed, it 18. not in 
the power of the House to act.on the bill which is 
proposed? ode 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has 
stated several times that he may not be presiding | 
over the body when this question arises: His 
opinion, however, is that the bill is not before the 
House, and that it can only get in by unanimous 
consent, or a suspension of the rules, because it is 

not within the provisions of the resolution creating 
and fixing the duties of the committee. The Chair 
may be wrong, but that is his decision. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BRECKIN- 
RIDGE’s motion; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 95, nays 73; as follows: 

YEAS~—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, Ashe, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bliss, į 
Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Caruthers, 
Chamberlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Churehwell, Clark, 
Cobb, Curtis, John G. Davis, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, 
Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Eliott, English, Fenton, 
Florence, Fuller, Gambie, Green, Greenwood, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
Hughes, Ingersoll, Johnson, George W. Jones, Keitt, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Latham, Lindsley, Macdonald, 
McDougall, MeMullin, McNair, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, 
John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, 
Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, Rus- 
sell, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, Gerrit 
Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, SiM@tton, Straub, 
David Smart, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Van- 
sant, Walsh, Wells, Westbrook, and Hendrick B. Wright 
--95. 

NAYS—Messrs.. Abercrombie, Bennett, Renson, Camp- 
bell, Carpenter, Caskie, Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Cox, 
Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Dick, Eastman, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Farley, Faulkner, Flagler, Gid- 
dings, Goode, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Samp- | 
son W. Harris, Hill, Bunt, Daniel T. Jones, Knox, Lamb, 
Leteher, Lilly, McCulloch, McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, 
Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, John 
Perkins, Powell, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, David 
Ritchie, Rogers, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, Simmons, Si@#lton, 
William Smith, George W. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Wade, 

Walley, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Danie! B. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer-——73, 


So the motion was agreed to. 
REPEAL OF THE MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 


The SPEAKER, (who here resumed the chair.) 
The Chair is of opinion that the bills reported | 
from the majority and minority of the committee 
are before the House, and in this shape: Without 
objection a bill was reported from the majority of 
the committee, and without objection the minority 
made a report, and moved a substitute for the 
majority’s bill. Under the opetation of the pre- 
vious question, the question will first be on read- 
ing the bill reported from the majority of the com- 
mittee a second time. 

Mr. ORR. Does the previous question operate 
on the bills which have been reported from the 
committee? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question hav- 
ing been seconded, and the main question ordered 
to be now put, the second reading of the bill re- 
ported from the majority is under the operation of 
the previous question. 

r. BARRY. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of this subject, and by which the reports and | 
accompanying testimony were ordered to be 
printed; and that that motion be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ORR. I agree entirely with the Chair that 
the two bills are properly before the House, they 
being portions of the majority and minority re- 
ports; but I did not suppose that the previous 
question operated on the bills. I rose for the 


purpose of moving to strike out the second section 
of the bill reported from the majority of the com- 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has not been read 
a second time. By unanimous consent, both re- 
ports were made, and each, among other things, 
contained a proposition in the form of a bill. The 
bills were read the first time, but neither of them 
has been read a second time. The gentleman from 
Ohio has moved his as a substitute for that re- 
ported by the majority. 
n MT ORR. Then, when the bill is read a second 
ime, the previous question wiil be exhausted? 

The SPEAKER It will. annes ; 

The bill was read a second time, | 


Mr. ORR. -I understand that the substitute 
moved by the gentleman from Ohio is now before 
the House? : i 

. The SPEAKER. His. ; 

Mr. ORR. It is in order to move an amend- 
ment to the bill reported by the majority. 

The SPEAKER. Itis in order. : 

Mr. ORR. Then I move to strike out the 
second section of that bill, so that the bill formerly 
passed may be left in the condition in which it 
passed this body, and so that if any fraud has 
been perpetrated, those who have perpetrated it 
will derive no advantage from it. I make the 
motion, and I demand the previous question upon 
it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. What will be the effect of 
the.previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. The effect of it will be to 
bring the House to a vote, first upon the amend- 
ment to the original bill as proposed by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,} and then 
upon the substitute of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Camese .t.] 

Mr. CRAIGE. I ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina to withdraw the demand for the 
previous question. : 

Mr. ORR. I will withdraw the demand, if the 
gentleman from North Carolina promises to re- 
new it. ; 

Mr. CRAIGE. The only object I have in 
asking the gentleman from South Carolina to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question is, 
that 1 may be allowed to make an inquiry, I de- 
sire to ask the Chair if the amendment of the 
gentleman is adopted, whether it will be in order 
to offer another amendment, or whether the pre- 
vious question would still apply, because f desire to 
offer an amendment to strike out the bill reported 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Brecxin- 
RIDGE, ]and to insert in lieu thereof the bill originally 
drawn by my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Letcu- 
eR] to repeal the Minnesota land bill. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I desire to 
make a suggestion. It is apparent, from the va- 
rious amendments proposed from different sides of 
the House, that there is considerable contest about 
this matter. We are now within twenty-four hours 
of the close of the session, and it seems impossible 
to investigate this matter properly, and it ought, 
therefore, to go over until ihe nextsession. I desire 
to make a motion to refer the whole subject to the 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
North Carolina give way for such a motion? 

Mr. CRAIGE. Ido not yield the floor for that 
purpose. The object I had in view was, that this 
matter might be placed in such a shape that the 
House could vindicate its own character and its 
own legislation, It must be perfectly apparent to 
the House, that both committees were agreed that 
a wrong had been perpetrated. In the language 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campsext,] a 
great fraud has been committed. Who committed 
that fraud, the committees have not apprised us? 
In order that we may vindicate our own honor, 
and place this matter where it was before the falsi- 
fication of the record took place, I desire to have 
a direct vote upon the question of repealing this 
bill, thus indirectly casting censure upon those who 
did really perpetrate the fraud. In accordance with 
my promise to the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, | renew the demand for the previous question. 
But before I take my seat, f move to strike out the 
substitute offered by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. CAMPBELL, ] and insert in lieu thereof, the bill 
originally reported by my friend from Virginia, 
(Mr. Lercuer,] which is as follows: 

“That the bill entitled an act to aid the territory of Min- 


nag in the construction of a railroad therein, which 


-+ 


pa 
proVed by the President of the United States, the 29th day 
of June, 1854, be, and the same is hereby, repeated.” 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put, being first upon 
striking out the second sectionof the original bill, 
as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That, in no event, by virtue 


of any act heretofore passed by the said Territorial Legista- |; 


ture, shall the governor, auditor, or treasurer of such Terri- 
tory, have power to designate the company or companies to 
whose benefit the grant shail inure.” 

The question was taken; and on a division, 
there were—ayes 43; noes not counted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


this House on the 20th day of June, 1854, and ap- |! 


The question recurred on the amendment. to 
the substitute, as offered by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Craics.] 

On that I 


Mr. WASH BURNE, of Illinois. 
ask the yeas and nays. © 

Mr. PECK. I demand tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cuiveman 
and Peck were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes forty-nine, (morethan one fifth of the mem- 
bers present.) 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 

cided in the affirmative—yeas 105, nays 59; as 
follows: - 
- YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, 
Barksdale, Bennett, Benson, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, 
Brooks, Bugg, Carpenter, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, 
Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullom, Curtis, Dawson, Dick. Dow- 
deli, Edmands, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Ellison, 
English, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, 
Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Aaron 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Witey P. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Hibbard, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Ingersoli, George W. 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, 
Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, MeNair, McQueen, 
Matteson, Maurice, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peck, 
Peckham, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Preston, Pur- 
| year, Ready, David Ritehie, Rogers, Ruffin, Sage, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Skelton, William Smith, William R., Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Straub, John J. Taylor, John L. 
Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tayior, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Wade, 
Walsh, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Hendrick B. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—1l05. * Mee 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Apple- 
ton, Barry, Bell, Bliss, Breckinridge, Campbell, Caruthers, 

Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cook, Corwin, rocker, 
| Cumming, John G. Davis, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, 
| Edgerton, Giddings, Greenwood, Andrew J. Harlan, Hen- 
dricks, Henn, Hughes, Johnson, Roland Jones, MecCul- 
loch, Macdonald, McMullin, Macy, John G. Miller, Smith 
Miller, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Pennington, Phelps, 
Pratt, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, 
Sapp, Seward, Simmons, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, David Stuart, Thurston, Upham, 
Walley, EVihu B. Washburne, and Wells—59, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CRAIGE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was agreed to, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


tute, as amended; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
read a third time. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Idemand the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill, as amended, was then passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

The title was then read, as follows: 

An act declaring the true intent and meaning of 
an act-approved the 2d of June, 1854, entitled 
“« An act to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the 
construction of a railroad therein.”’ 

Mr. CRAIGE. I move to amend the title so 
; as to make it read: 

An act to repeal an act entitled ** An act to aid 
the Territory of Minnesota in the construction of 
ja railroad therein,” approved the 2d of June, 
1854. 

The motion was agreed to. 


. SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULES. 
Mr. LETCHER. I move to suspend the 16th 


and 17th joint rules, so that this bill may be sent 
| to the Senate and approved by the President. 


Mr. WALSH. I object. 
Mr. LETCHER. I move to suspend the rules. 


Mr. HOUSTON. If I am not mistaken, a 
resolution has been sent to us from the Senate 
proposing to suspend those rules for the remainder 
of the session. I ask the Chair if there is not 
such a resolution upon the Speaker’s table? 
The SPEAKER. There is such a resolution 
| from the Senate. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 ask that it may be read. 
It wag read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the 16th and 17th joint rules be suspen d- 
ed, so far as relates to bills which have been or may be 
passed during the present session. 


The question was then taken upon the substi- © 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I move to amend | 
that resolution, so as to make it apply only to 
bills which have been passed. It is the usual 
custom to suspend the rules only for bills whioh 
have been passed, and not to suspend them alto- | 
gether. 

The SPEAKER. The Senate resolution will 
be considered as before the House, unless objected 
to. 

Mr. HAVEN., I desire to say that I shall ob- 
ject to this resolution being taken up, and that I 
shall object,to any business being done out of or- 
der until the river and harbor bill has been taken 
up and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union., 

{Cries of “ Order!”? “ Order !”’] 

Mr. JONES. l submit that the objection of 
the-gentleman from New York comes too late. 
The resolution had been taken up from the Speak- 
ers table, and read without objection. 

The SPEAKER. It is due to the gentleman 
from New York to state that he was upon the floor 
addressing the Chair—the Chair did not know for 
what purpose—before the resolution was taken 
up. The Chair, however, recognized the gentle- 
man from Tennessee. He now decides, therefore, 
that the objection comes in time; and the question 
will be upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 
moving to suspend the 16th and 17th joint rules, 
so far as this bill is concerned. 

The question was taken; and (two-thirds having 
voted in the affirmative) the rules were suspended. 

The motion to suspend the 16th and 17th joint 
rules was agreed to, 

REMOVAL OF THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. HUNT obtained the floor. ” 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House do now proceed td the 
consideration of the business upon the Speaker’s 
table, in order that the amendments of the Senate 
to the homestead bill may be taken up. I may 
move further to amend, so as to more securely 
preserve the rights of actual settlers. 

Mr. HUNT. Iam entitled to the floor, Mr. 
Speaker, on a question of privilege. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would ask the gentle- 
man, before he states his question of privilege, to 
allow me to make a motion in regard to the busi- 
ness of the special committee, which reported this 
‘morning, in order that it may be closed up. 

Mr. HUNT. 1 yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that that commit- 
tee be authorized to certify to the claim of the | 
clerk employed by it, and that he be paid. i 

There was no objection; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HUNT. The question of privilege which 
T now feel it my duty to offer to the consideration 
of the House, inasmuch as no action on the sub- 
ject has been proposéd on the other side of the 
House, is embraced in the following resolution: 

Resolved, That John W. Forney, the Clerk of this Houses 
by directing and causing to be made the alteration of House 
bill No. 342, entitled “An act to aid the Territory of Minne- 
sotain the construction of a railroad therein,” mentioned in 
the report of the special committee of this House, has falsi- | 
fied a record of this House in violation of the parliamentary 
law and of his sworn duty, and that the said John W. 
Forney, Clerk of the House of Representatives, shou!d be, 
and is hereby, removed from the office of Clerk of this 
House. 

Mr. DISNEY. I rise to a point of order. My 
point is simply this: A question, to be a privileged 
one, must relate to some right or privilege of the 
member raising it, or of some other member of 
this House in whose behalf, or against whom, the 
question is raised. A matter impeaching an offi- 
cer of this House is not a privileged question by 
parliamentary law; and therefore [ hold that the 
gentleman is not entitled to the floor as moving a 
privileged question. 

Mr. HUNT. This is a matter which concerns 
the honor and character of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order which has been raised by the 
gentleman from Ohio. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the question of the gentleman from Louisiana is a | 
question of privilege. s. 

Mr. HUNT. Mr. Speaker, this is a question 
concerning theintegrity ofthe proceedings in which 
you participate. The personal honor of every 
member, and the character of this House, and of 
this nation, are involved in its consideration, | 

Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of the House, the | 


Clerk of the House of Representatives is an in- 
formed and experienced officer. He knows well 
the parliamentary law, and thoroughly under- 
stands the duty and the business of the Clerk’s 
office. With this knowledge and this experience, 
we find that he has knowingly and deliberately 
directed and caused to be made, an alteration falsi- 
fying the proceedings of this House in the bill to 
which I have referred, and that to such a degree, 
that the House has felt it to be its duty imme- 
diately, and with an almost unanimous voice, to 
repeal the act in question. It is said, in one of the 
reports from the special committee, that the Clerk 
has not been actuated by a corrupt motive in this 
matter—that he has not been bribed. ` 

Sir, I do not look to the motive of the Clerk, 
which I do not know in this case. I look to his 
act—to his act, which has just made you feel it to be 
your duty to repeal the altered act. I look to the 
character of this House—to the integrity of our 
proceedings, and to the maintenance of the parli- 
amentary law confided to us by our constituents; 
and I say that we owe it to our individual honor, 
and to the character of this House, and of this 
nation, to maintain and preserve the integrity of 
our proceedings—to uphold the parliamentary law, 
and to remove him from office, who, having falsi- 
fied the record, is unworthy any longer of the 
confidence of this House and of this nation. 

Sir, my reason for presenting aresolution look- 
ing directly to the Clerk, is, because he is fons et 
origo mali, the head and front of this offending; 
because, if he had done his duty, the shame and 
the reproach of a falsification could not have been 
cast upon the records of the House. 

Mr. Speaker, I was well pleased to hear the 
concluding remarks of one of the reports read this 
morning; and as they are so apposite to the pres- 
ent occasion, so justlwapplicable to the case be- 
fore us, and should not fail to exert a wholesome 
influence on our judgment and conduct, I will beg 
leave of the House to read them in the present 
connection: 

“Tf such a system [such action as has taken place in the 
present instance] prevails, there can be no certainty or 
reliability in congressional action. There can be no safety 


to members under such a practice, because it falsifies the 
votes they give under the solemnities of their oath, by 


making them appear as voting for measures which they |! 


would have opposed. 1t brings odium upon Congress, and 
destroys public confidence in congressional proceedings. 

“The sanctity of the record should always be preserved, 
and those charged with it, should be held to the most rigid 
accountability. 


I have acted in this matter upon the suggestions 
of my own understanding and feelings, regulated 
by my views of rigft. Finding that no one had 
come forward to offer such a motion as I deemed 
called for, and concurring in the honorable senti- 
ments uttered by the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, [Mr. Craice,] who addressed you in rela- 
ion to the repeal of the altered act, I have thought 
proper to submit the resolution, which is now be- 
fore the House, for its consideration. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. After hearing | 
the reports of this committee, Í think that there is | 
no necessity on the part of the House, nor is it 
our duty to take the action indicated by the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Hunt.] Both of these reports state conclusively, 
if I did not misunderstand the reading, that there 
was no proof before the committee showing any 
culpability on the part of any individual having | 
any connection with this matter whatever. Flow- 
ever improper the committee may have considered 
the act, and however improper the House may 
consider it, if there was no improper motive, no 
improper intent—and this committee have so con- 
sidered it—the House should not and ought not to 
take the course indicated by the gentleman from | 
Louisiana. I think, as I stated when I was up 
before, that the facts disclosed by the majority and | 
minority reports show that there was not the! 
slightest intention upon the part of any one of | 
the gentlemen named to commit a wrong, much | 
less a fraud. I have not seen in the facts as 
reported by the committee any evidence that there | 
was any intention on the part of these gentle- 
men to commit even an impropriety. Why should | 
this House sanction the course which the gentle- 
man from Louisiana [Mr. Hunt] has indicated, 
and remove the Clerk? fas anything been dis- | 
closed which warrants an impeachment of his | 
motives, or an imputation upon his character and | 


integrity? The gentleman from Louisiana says li 


in this resolution that the Clerk has falsified the 
| records. Sir, L do not so understand it at all. 1 
do not consider, from the reports of the committee, 
| that the Clerk was guilty of any falsification of 
| the record. If in the original bill the word had 
i been inserted in the character ‘ &,” and if the 
| subordinate clerk had asked him, ‘Shall | write 
| the word a-n-d instead of the character?” and he 
| had been told to write it out ‘and, would that 
| have been falsification of therecord? ‘And yetthe 
| facts disclosed show no more intention of com- 
| mitting a fraud upon the country, making a falsi- 
| fication of the record, than if this very thing had 
been done. Or again, if a word had been written 
in figures in the original bill, and if the subordi- 
nate clerk had asked the Clerk, ‘* Shall I write it 
out?” and he had written it out, it would have 
been the same as in this case, so far as the inten- 
tion or motive is concerned. In such a case the 
act might be improper—the Clerk might have no 
right to make the alteration of his own record— 
yet where there is no criminal motive, where there 
1s no intention of fraud, where there is not even 
the consciousness of any impropriety, how could 
a party be charged with falsification, and why 
| Should this House take such a course as that in- 
| dicated by the gentleman from Louisiana? I 
think it is_ time to stop this affair. We have . 
jalready goñe too far, in my opinion. I think 
| there is no propriety in our going further. I am 
| utterly opposed to the resolution submitted by the 
| gentleman from Louisiana. Amongst the first and 
| greatest duties we owe to ourselves, and the coun- 
į try, is to do justice to all parties, and to deal un- 
i justly towards none. To cast censure where there 
; was no bad motive or improper intent, would, in 
my opinion, be an act Gt bios injustice on our 
art. 
| . Mr. ORR, The reports that have been made 
| by this special committee exonerate entirely not 
only the hondrable gentleman from Michigan, 
! who reported the bill, but the Clerk also. The 
| testimony states, distinctly, that the member of 
| this House who originally reported this bill from 
the Committee on Public Lands, which has given 
| rise to this controversy, went to the Clerk of the 
House to have the required alteration made, sup- 
posing that such alteration was immaterial. The 
Clerk then declined to make it until he would 
have conferred with a Clerk of the Senate who 
| had much more experience in such matters than 
i the Clerk of the House. And inasmuch as the 
| Clerk of the Senate told the Clerk of the House 
| that it was cust&nary to make these alterations, 
| he directed it to be made. Now, I have no doubt 
| that the parties who went originally to Mr. Sre- 
| VENS to get him to make the alteration, had a 
| fraudulent purpose to subserve; and I have as 
|| little doubt that the honorable gentleman, {Mr. 
| Srevens,] and the Clerk of the House, were en- 
i trapped into making the alteration, supposing that 
| it was an immaterial one, 

Besides that, if it were proper that action should 
have been taken on the subject, I think that the 
honorable gentleman from Louisiana should have 
offered his resolution as a substitute for the reso- 
lution offered by the committee. It would have 
been then appropriate ; it would have been then 
in order for him to have moved his resolution. 
If the committee had felt or seen anything in the 
testimony which would have at all justified the 
proceeding against the Clerk, that committee, as 
honorable men, would have felt themselves bound 


| to report to the House, and to recommend the 
'' removal of the Clerk. They did not so recom- 


‘mend. But the honorable gentleman from Louis- 
lana proposes his resolution at this time. He 
: does not allege that there was any corrupt inten- 
‘ tion or improper motive in making the alteration. 
i He believes there was a wrong done—and it isa 
great wrong—upon the House. It wasan impro- 
` priety in the Clerk; it was an impropriety in those 
who made the change. It was the duty of the 
Clerk to have the bill engrossed exactly as it passed 
: the House, whether it made sense or not. But 
: when he had before him the testimony of the Sen- 
‘ate Clerk that this was a customary thing, when 
, there is not a particle of testimony implicating his 
| honor or integrity in the least degree, I think it 
| would look very much like persecuting the Clerk 
| of the House if we were to prosecute the investi- 
; gation any further; and, therefore, I move to lay 
| the resolution on the table. 
Mr. HUNT. I hope the gentleman from South 
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Carolina will not do. that; itis not just nor gen- 
erous. The gentleman has—I do not consider in 
an offensive light—reproached me for not having 
been quicker in my action upon this matter. 
Why, sir, it is only a few minutes since these re- 
ports of the special committee were réad. I had 
known nothing of what they contained. — I-— 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The question 
is not debatable. 

Mr. ORR... If the gentleman from Louisiana 

desires to. make any explanation I will allow him 
to dò so before 1 insist on my motion to lay the 
resolution on the table. 
» Mr. HUNT. Certainly it is my purpose to 
make a personal explanation, and | will not abuse 
even. the poor privilege which the gentleman 
allows me. It isa personal explanation to account 
for my conduct in this matter. I felt it my duty 
to act upon this matter as soon as I could. It is 
not five minutes since the reports were read, and 
l knew nothing of their ‘contents previous to the 
reading, My remarks are in order, and are not 
precluded by the action of the House upon the 
reports. The reports recommend a repeal of the 
altered law. Thatrepeal has been made. I have 
my own views of the conduct of the Clerk, and 
of the penalty which should fall upon him. As 
soon as I had an opportunity, after the repeal of 
the altered act took place, I rose in my place and 
offered the resolution which I had hoped would 
have come from some gentleman on the other 
side of the House. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. 
gentleman one question. 

Mr. HUNT. A thousand, sir, if you please. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. lask the gentleman 
whether both reports do not exonerate every one 
connected with this business? 

Mr. HUNT. The gentleman asks me a ques- 
tion which answers itself upon the record before 
the House; he asks me argumentatively, and I 
must be allowed to reply argumentatively. l re- 
ply, first, by saying that! am an independent 
gentleman and legislator; and that if he, and all | 
the friends connected with him in politics, or by 
social intercourse, were of one mind, and I was 
of another, E should feel it my duty to express 
my independent opinion. Is that an answer? 

Mr, CHURCH WELL. It is not. 

Mr. HUNT. Well, sir, the gentleman may 
be controlled by the judgment of others. I judge 
from the facts as disclosed. 1 @id not say that 
J believed the Clerk had been Qribed. There is 
no evidence upon the subject. This rule of law 
ia charitable: De non apparentibus, et non evisten- 
tibus cadem est ratio. 

The presumption is that he has not been bribed; 
and I do not Know what influences have been 
brought to bear upon his mind. But I think the 
integrity of this House is involved in thia matter, 
and so regarding it, | have brought it to the at- 
tention of the House. 

Mr. ORR. Ihave no doubt that the honorable 
genteman from Louisiana would adopt exactly 
the course he has indicated, if he felt himself | 
standing alone, and all the rest of the House 
against him. I think, however, that the House | 
will be prepared to sustain the report of both the 
majority and minority of the commfttee that there 
is nothing in the testimony or circumstances going 
to show that there was any fraud, direct or indi- | 
rect, upon the part of either Mr. Stevens, of | 
Michigan, or the Clerk of this House. Therefore 
1 move to lay the resolution upon the table. | 

Mr. HAVEN. [ask the gentleman from South | 
Carolina to give me a moment? 

[Cries of ** No!” “ No”? and ‘* Question !”] 

Mr. WHEELER. | call for the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I rise with earnestness to 
ask the gentleman from South Carolina to with- 
Araw his motion for a moment. 
cing injustice to his friend. 

Mr. ORR. As the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia comes from Mr. Forney’s own town, and dif- | 
fers with him in politics, 1 withdraw the motion 
to iay the resolution on the table, that he may be 
heard, But 1 ask him to renew the motion. | 

Mr. CHANDLER. I rise to appeal to the 
House in behalf of —- i 

Mr SEWARD. I rise toa question of order. 
i submit that the gentleman from South Carolina 


I desire to ask the 


i 
i 


| 


t 
i 
H 
t 


i 


His motion is || 


| be called, and then let us have a direct vote on the 
resolution. If I vote to lay the resolution upon 


had no right to withdraw his motion to lay upon |; 
the table after the yeas and nays were called. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman had the right 
to withdraw his motion, no action having been | 
taken upon it. The gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia ig entitled to the floor. f i 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, I do not rise 
to defend the Clerk of this House; because I do not ; 
know anything of the circumstances of the case, 
more than has been stated in the reports. I listened 
with interest to the reports, bath of the majority 
and the minority of the committee, and I was com- 
pelled to believe that an error—a gross error—has 
been committed—one that calls for the deliberate 
cofsideration, and, perhaps, the censure of the 
House. 

But, sir, the proposition is now made to strike 
down a man before he can be heard. If I under- 
stood the statement of the gentleman from Mich- 
igan, [Mr. Srevens,] the other day, he fully, 
clearly, and distinctly relieved our Clerk from any 
appearance of any intention to do anything wrong, 
if wrong was done. And if l understand the re- 
port of both the majority and minority, he stands 
acquitted of intentional wrong by the whole of the 
committee. 

Mr. HUNT. The Clerk-must be presumed— 
although he is seldom seen here—to know what 
is going on in the House. He must have known 
that this investigation was going on. Now, { desire 
to ask the chairman of the committee who had the 
matter in charge, whether Mr. Forney was no- 
tified in relation to this matter, and whether he 
was called before the committee? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, I am not a 
political friend, scarcely a personal friend, of this 
officer of the House. We are antagonistic to 
each other in our politics, The peculiar position 
of antagonism of politicalamen in the city in which 
we live, is such as to give rise to no feelings of 
special friendship between us. But, sir, Í speak 
this word as a man. I speak it as one who asks 
that, before the blow be struck, the man at whom 
itis aimed shall have the opportunity of being 
heard. ‘Strike, but hear.” 

Our laws punish no man without trial. And, 
sir, if the blow is to be struck, it must fall first 
upon the honorable gentleman from Michigan. 
Not that I impute to him any wrong, if any wrong 
Has been done. But if there is to be any censure 
passed upon any one, honorable gentlemen must 
know that it will fall first, however it may be 
aimed, upon the gentleman from Michigan. Who 
does not know that, if we are to strike this blow, 
before it can reach the Clerk of this House, it 
must fall with triple implidtion upon our co- 

member? š 

Mr. ILIUNT. I can hear the gentleman very 
imperfectly in the confusion. Do I understand 
him to cast an imputation upon me for not first 
instituting proceedings against Mr. Srevens, of 
Michigan ? : : 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly not. The hon 
orable gentleman knows that I deem him an hon- 
orable man. But it is but right that he should 
deal honorably, justly, and even mercifully with 
any man before he would strike him down; before 
he would press a proposition which carries with |; 
it an imputation, placing him in a position, the 
atmosphere of which will hang around him all his 
life. The suspicion of intended wrong is of itself 
a horrible punishment for an error. 

l repeat it, sir, I do not say the Clerk of the | 
House has not committed error. I do not say | 
that he ought not to receive the rebuke which, in 
ia modified form, this resolution will carry with 

it. But I say that the very defense which is 
forced upon his friends is of itself almost a suf- 
ficient punishment for the error. That we should | 
preserve purity, integrity, and correctness in our 
documents, is something which needs no argu- 
ment to prove, it requires no consideration. But, 
sir, the character of our body for justice, the char- 
acter of our institutions demands that we should 
| be pure as the parchment upon which we record 
| our acts. 
| Tsay, therefore, that I would rather not see the | 


| 
| question put in the form in which the honorable 
i gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] has | 
| presented it to the House, viz: To lay the reso- 
! lution upon the table. Let the previous question 


the table, it may be said that I voted to stifle in- 


| received a quid pro quo. 


quiry. If 1 do not vote to lay it upon the table, 
it may be said that lam expressing myself against 
the Clerk. p 
e Mr.ORR. I hope, then, that the gentleman, 
instead of renewing my motion, will call for the 
previous question on the resolution. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope that the gentleman will 
do no such thing. I would hate, in addition to 
what has taken place, to have it go out to the 
country that the floor is farmed out among the 
friends of the accused, and that nobody else can 
be heard. — x 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not stand upon this 
floor as the friend of the Clerk. Ido not stand 
here as his advocate or defender; I only stand here 
as the asserter of justice, and of the proper mode 
of procedure. | ask that the House shail inquire 
before it passes censure, I ask it to consider, 
first, all that has been so candidly and satisfac- 
torily said by gentlemen of the committee. I 
ask that we should not distinguish the termina- 
tion of this session of Congress by an act which 
we cannot recall—an act which becomes injustice, 
even if the error is sufficient to it. The punish- 
ment becomes injustice by the mannerand temper 
in which itis administered. I do not wish to with- 
hold any man, whoever, or wherever he may be, 
from the well earned censure to which he may 
have exposed himself. If he is guilty, let him be 
punished. If he has erred, let there be correc- 
tion or commonition; but, before we do one or 
the other, let him be heard. Let him present 
the matter to the House by his friends; and, 
more than all, let us pause before we strike the 
blow. Between the accusation and the trial, let 
there be time to deliberate and sober down our 
thoughts; and, between the sentence and the blow, 
let there be something to distinguish our justice, 
and show that we only seek our rights. 

Mr. HUNT. Allow me a word before you 
move the previous question. It has beensaid by 
the honorable gentleman, that a hearing should 
have been granted to the Clerk. Does the hon- 
orable gentleman recollect the nature of this pro- 
ceeding? This was an investigation into the 
conduct of the Clerk and others. lt was well 
understood, and well known by the Clerk, and 
every man upon this floor. Thecommittee called 
the Clerk before them and heard him. He testi- 
fied under oath. Is the honorable gentleman pre- 
pared to say that we have not the full evidence in 
regard to this matter from the Clerk’s statement, 
as well as the testimony of the other witnesses? 
{t was so full, sir, that the committee asked for no 
further time to prosecute this investigation. The 
committee did not believe that he was bribed, or 
governed by a corrupt motive; but they had a full 
Knowledge of his participation in the matter of 
alteration. It appears to me, therefore, that the 
argument that he has not had a hearing is unjust. 
And, sir, does the House of Representatives owe 

othing to its own character and to the country ? 

hat is the question. i 

Mr. CHANDLER. I know, sir, that. the 
gentleman has not uttered, but he has continually 
insinuated the charge of bribery on this floor, by 
repeatedly saying that he had not made it. 

Mr. HUNT. The gentleman is mistaken in 
my character. I do not believe that the Clerk has 
It does not appear, and 
Ido not believeit. I do not charge it, and I never 
insinuate. The gentleman knows my character 
too well, and he will do me the justice to say that 
l am accustomed to speak right on, and call things 
by their right names. I judge of the Clerk’s act 
by the surrounding circumstances and his official 
character. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I only wish that other 
members of the House understood the gentleman’s 
character as well as he imagines that I do; for it 
cannot have escaped gentlemen that that was the 
undertone of his remarks. : 

Mr. HUNT. Does the gentleman mean, after 
my disavowal, to repeat such a thing as that? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not. Exactly the 
contrary. I only mean toexpress regret that the 
gentleman should have found it necessary to make 
stich a disavowal. 

Mr. HUNT. God knows what his motives 
are. They are known only to the great Searcher 
of hearts. : 

[Cries of ** Order!” 

Mr. CHANDLER. 


I wish simply to say, that 


[all we know of this matter is, that a member of 
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this House declared upon his honor—and that 
was sufficient for us—that he was instructed to 
make such alteration by the committee; that he 
thought he had made it; and when it appeared 
after the passage of the bill that one word was 
omitted, that he went to one of the engrossing 
clerks and asked to have jt. altered; that he de- 
clined toact until Mr. Forney had looked into the 
matter; who, doubtful in regard to it, although 
unable to see what material effect it would have, 
appealed to others of more acquaintance and ex- 
perience in these matters, and gathered from them 
that it was ‘* within the line of safe precedent.’” 
That seems to be the history of the case. The 
honorable gentleman from Louisiana asks whether 
the House of Representatives does not owe some- 
thing to its sense of justice in this matter. Sir, 
it is one of the first duties which this House owes 
to itself to avoid injustice. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. [ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to yield me the floor for a moment. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Then I will request my 
friend from Ohio to be as brief as possible, not in 
regard to myself, but to the time of the House. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman who has 
yielded to me the floor for a moment has certainly 
farmed it out to no friend of Mr. Forney. In poli- 
tics fam hisantipode. | differ from him, I believe, 
on every great issue before the country. 1 have 
always voted against him when he has been a 
candidate for the office of Clerk of this House. 
Socially, I have had no intercourse with him. I 
believe that the whole amountof my conversations 
with him during the entire term I have served in 
this House—now five years—would not make up 
the space of thirty minutes, and then exclusively 
on business matters. In short, sir, 1 may say, to 
be frank, I do not like the man. But 1 do under- 
take to say, nevertheless, with great respect to 
the opinions of my friend from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Howr,] that I think, under all the circumstances 
of the case, it would be an act of injustice for us 
to take any hasty action on a resolution calcu- 
“lated to affect the reputation of this officer. He 
is no friend of mine; but, sir, I should deserve 
the scorn of all honorable men were I not, as a 
member of this House, incapable of doing aught, 
willfully, to blast the honor of any political or per- 
sonal foe, witheut full proof of guilt, and calm, 
impartial, and deliberate investigation. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, I had the honor of being on the com- 
mittee who reported this morning; and although 
not agreeing with the majority upon all the points, 
yet, after a most careful and laborious investiga- 
tion, my mind was.impressed with the conviction 
that this alteration—so far as we were enabled to 
learn from the testimony which, in a short time, 
we were enabled to bring before us—was, so far 


asthe Clerk and the gentleman from Michigan |i 


were concerned, rather the result of a disposition 
to accommodate friends, or of a neglect in not 
looking into the legal effect of the change, than 
any corrupt or selfish purpose. No impropriegy 
is yet disclosed, other than that which was the 
result of the hurry or negligence of the occasion. 
Certainly there is nothing in the testimony which 
should now induce us to stigmatize him with 
acting from corrupt motives. I have risen for the 
purpose of making a suggestion, and I hope it 
will be adopted by the common consent both of 
the friends and opponents of the Clerk; and I 
make the suggestion for the reason, that if a vote 
is now taken, the members of the House will be 
compelled to vote in the dark, until they have read 
the testimony now ordered to be printed. If gen- 
tlemen will allow the consideration of this reso- 
lution to be postponed until sometime in Decem- 
ber, the testimony will have been printed; and 
every member will then be able to make up his 
mind upon the facts contained in that record. 
will be much better for the Clerk, if he is to be 
exonerated, that it should be done by a large vote, 
after full investigation; and if, on the other hand, 
this House shall then find that it is necessary for 
the protection of its integrity, after examining all 


the proof, they can declare him guilty then, and | 


turn him out of office. I make that suggestion, 
Mr. Speaker, and I hope that the gentleman who 
have participated in this proceeding, will, by 
common consent, allow it to go over. We are 
now upon the eve of the session, and if this 
House finds it necessary to have a new Clerk, 
they can act upon the matter more understandingly 
at the opening of the pext session. 


Iti 


| judgment notwithstanding the verdict. 
wish to say anything more except to reiterate for 


! courtesy of the 


| I give back the subject to the gentleman from South 


į them upon that question. 


| Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Cook, Crocker, Cullom, |; 


Mr. CHANDLER. | hold in my hand one of | 
the reports which has been made to this House, 
and both of them exonorate Mr. Stevens, of 
Michigan, and every officer of the House, and we 
are asked here to give, what the lawyers call,a 
I do not 


myself, what has been said by the gentleman of 
Ohio, relating to the Clerk of this House, and that 
is, that Lam not on intimate terms with, and do 
not stand as the advocate of a social friend, but 
that I stand here as a man for a man, and in be- 
half of justice, and.nothing more. I took the floor | 
at the kindness of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, with the promise that I would renew his mo- 
tion; and I therefore call the previous question, on 
the motion that the resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. HAVEN. Is the previous question de- 
manded by the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 

The SPEAKER. ltis. 

i Mr. HAVEN. Then [ask him to withdraw 
it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I took the floor by the 

entleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Orr,] and i have discharged my duty, and 
Carolina. The floor is his and not mine. 

Mr. HAVEN. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania dare not take the responsibility, and I ask 
the gentleman from South Carolina to withdraw it? | 

Mr. CHANDLER. I dare not take the respon- | 
sibility of doing what I have promised not to do. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina dare take the responsibility, and remembering | 
how he was treated by the gentleman from New 
York the other day, he declines to withdraw it. 

{Loud cries of ‘t Good H?) 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to move to} 
postpone this matter until the second Tuesday in 
December next? 

The SPEAKER. 
question is pending. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot have | 
them upon the demand for the previous question. } 

Mr. HAVEN. Very well. I will wait until I 
can have them. 

The previous question was then seconded. 

Mr. HAVEN. Can the yeas and nays be de- 
manded properly upon ordering the main question? | 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can demand 


It is not, as the previous 


Mr. HAVEN. I do demand them then. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 136, nays 41, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barks- 
dale, Barry, Belcher, Bell, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckin- 
ridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Caruthers, Chamberlain, 
Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cling- | 
man, Cobb, Corwin, Craige, Cumming, Curtis, John G. | 
Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, | 
Dunhain, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. 
Eltiott, English, Everhart, Faulkner, Fenton, florence, 
Fuller, Gamble, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hen- 
dricks, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Ingersoll, 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lilly, Lindsley, Mac- 
donald, McDougall, McMullin, McNair, Macy, Maurice, 
Maxwell, May, Mayall, John G. Miller, Smitb Miller, Mor 
rison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mor- į 
decai Oliver, Orr, Packer, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, ji 
Pratt, Ready, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, |) 
Raffin, Russell, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shower, Single- || 
ton, Gerrit Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, | 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P, Stanton, Richard H. Stan- | 


ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Straub, John J. Taylor, John | 
L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Wade, | 
Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, ENihu B. Washburne, Wells, | 
Westbrook, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and || 
Zonvlico fler-—136. i 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Ball, Bennett, Benson, ! 

H 


Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Farley, Flagler, Giddings, }} 
Goode, Goodrich, Grey, Harrison, Haven, Hill, Hunt, i 
Knox, Letcher, McCulloch, McQueen, Matteson, Millson, i] 
Morgan, Parker, Pennington, Powell, Puryear, Sabin, 
Sage, Skelton, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Wal- 
ley, Israel Washburn, and Wheeler—4l. 


So the main question was ordered to be now |! [ 


put, being upon the adoption of Mr. Hunr’s res- 
olution. 

Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 18, nays 154; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—~Messrs. Abercrombie, Rennet, Carpenter, Cas- 
kie, Cox, Flagler, Goode, Grey, Harrison, Hill, Hunt, 
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Knox, Letcher, Millson, Parker, Powell, Andrew Stuart, 
and Wheeler—I8, j i 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James ©. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, 
Belcher, Bell, Benson, Bliss, Bocock, Boyec, Breckinridge, 
Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Campbell, Caruthers, Chasidier, 
Chastain, Christian, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, 
Corwin, Craige, Crocker, Cumming, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Din- 
ham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, English, Everhart, Farley, 
Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Goodrich, 
Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks; Henn, 
Hibbard, Howe, Hughes, Ingersoll, Johuson, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kid- 
well, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lilly, Lindsley, 
Macdonald, McDougall, MeMullin, McNair, McQueen, 
Macy, Matteson, May, Mayall, John G. Miller, Smith Mil- 
Jer, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Peckham, 
Pennington, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Pringle, 
Ready, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Russell, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, 
Shower, Singleton, Gerrit Sinith, Wiliam Smith, William 
R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick. P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, Alexander II. Stephens, Westor L., Stevens, 
Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, 
Walker, Walley, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, Weils, 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Daniel 
B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—154. 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills and joint resolutions; which thereupon re- 
ceived the signature of the Speaker: 

An act for the further relief of Albro Tripp; 

An act forthe relief of the civil township of 
Marion, in the county of Mercer, Ohio; 

An act for the relief of John Fink; 

An act for the relief of Joseph McMinn; 

An act for the relief of John McVey and John 
F. McKneely, of Louisiana; 

An act for the relief of W. D. Porter, of the 
United States Navy; 

An act for the relief of James Walsh; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hammond, 
of the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of Henry N. Halsted; 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Baggerley, 
widow of David Baggerley, deceased ; 

An act for the relief of Jesse R. Faulkner, of 
Missouri; 

An act for the relief of Mary H. Cushing; 

An act to provide a pension for James K. 
Welch; 

An act for the relief of Henry J. Snow, of 
Rome, in the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of James M. Lewis; 

An act for the relief of Charlotte S. Westcott; 

Joint resolution directing the accounting officers 
of the Treasury to adjust the account of William 
Woodbury, late pension agent at Portland, 
Maine; 

An act for the relief of William H. Weirich; 
and 

An act making appropriations for fortifications 
and other works of defense, and for repairs of 
barracks and quarters for the year ending June 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the Chair appoint two additional 


‘| members on the Committee on Enrolled Bills? Ít 


becomes n€cessary, the Chair understands, òn 
account of the mass of business on hand. 

No objection was made; and the Speaker ap- 
pointed Messrs. Sapp and Srrarron such addi- 


i| tional members on the Committee on Enrolled 


Bills. 
THE COLT PATENT CASE. 


Mr. LETCHER. I rise to what I suppose is 
a privileged question. As chairman of the select 
committee raised to investigate the influences 
brought to operate upon members of Congress in 
reference to the Colt case, and in reference to other 
cases, I am now ready to report, I have areport 
to make, signed by the gentleman from Indiana, 
Mr. Eppy, | the gentleman from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Rerrix,] and myself. The gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. WHEE LER,| and the gentleman 
from Rhode island, {Mr. Puunsyoy,j have another 
report; and the gentleman, from "Tennessee [Mr. 
ZorncopreR] has ancther report; and the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Exrot,} sul 
another report. [{Laughter.} The reports are 
accompanied by the evidence taken before the 
committee. ; 
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At this late period of the session, T do not pro- 
pose to have all these reports read, unless it should 
be requested by some member of the House; but 
Task that the reports and accompanying evidence 
may be laid upon the table and printed. Before 
that is done, however, I desire to inquire whether 
by this disposition of the. reports, the committee 
will be discharged from the further consideration 
of: the subjects committed to them, or whether 
this'investization will extend into the next session ? 

The SPEAKER. . Do the committee desire to 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
thë subjects referred to them? 

Mr. LETCHER. No, sir, They askin their 
reports that they may have liberty to make further 
investigations the next session. 
` The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
thatit is competent for the committee to report in 


` part, but whether the committee would hold over | 
until another session without an express order of 


the House to that effect, is quite questionable, 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, | move that the 
reports and testimony lie upon the table, and be 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I ask that 
the committee have leave to hold over until the 
next session. 

Mr. DISNEY. I object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. DAWSON. I claim the floor. 
WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 

Mr, McMULLIN. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion, I have a report to make from a committee 
of conference, - 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right 
to make the report. 

Mr. McMULLIN. The committee of confer- 
ence appointed to confer upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses upon the bill authorizing 
the extension of the Alexandria railroad into the 
District of Columbia, have instructed me to make 
the following report—— 

Mr. GOODE, l desire to say that if I have the 
right to object to the reception of that report, I 
object. 

Phe SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
reportis properly before the House. 
he report was then read, as follows: 

The committee of conference upon the disagreement of 
the two Houses in reference to the bill entitled “An act 
authorizing the extension of the Alexandria and Washing- 
ton railroad iuto the District of Columbia, and conferring 
certain privileges on the Baltimore and Shio Railroad Com- 
pany,” have had the subject under consideration, and rec- 


ommend that the Senate recede from its disagreement to 
the amendments af the House, and that the’said bill, as it 


passed the House, be adopted, with the following additional | 


section: 

Provided, however, That this section shall remain sus- 
pended for two years from the Ist day of January, 1855; 
and if, at the end of that ame, the Alexandria and Was 
ington Railroad Company shall not have completed a rail- 
road to Alexandria, aud have the same in good running 
order, in pursuance of the requirements of the preceding 
section of the act, then the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company shall have the privilege of extending their road 
by either of the routes authorized by this act: And, provided 


further, That if said Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company | 


shall not have executed so much of the provisions of this 
act as relates to their company, by the Ist day of January, 
1859, then this act shali be void. 
FAYETTE McMULLIN, 
HENRY MAY, 
JOHN KERR, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
J. D. BRIGHT, 
J. 'TOUCEY, 
HAMILTON FISH, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

Mr.SEWARD. Do I understand the com- 
mittee of conference propose to add an additional 
section to that bill; a section not considered and 
acted on either by-the House or Senate? 

Mr, McMULLCIN. l was just about stating 
that the committee of conference have agreed to a 
suspension of the following provision, put in the 
bill by the House, until 1857: 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company be, and it is hereby, authorized 
to constract and extend the Washington branch of said 
road, according to such route as may be most convenient 
through the said District, to some point on the Potomac 


river, opposite to, and near the city of Alexandria, in Vir 
ginia, for the purpose of forming a connection with said 


river, and the lines of railroad running south, subject to the | 


provisions of its present charter; and the said company are 
hereby authorized to locate, construct, and operate the 
said extensions hereby authorized through such parts of 
the city of Washington or public reservations as the cor- 
porate authorities thereof, or the President of the United 


States, may consent to ; and also to builda bridge or bridges 
over the eastern bratich of the Potomac river, at some point 
above the navy-yard: Provided, however, ‘That the same 
shall not obstruct the navigation thereof, and said company 
shall have power to locate and establish a depot, and erect | 
the necessary buildings thereon, and also to erect such 
wharves and piers into said river as may be necessary: 
Provided, The same shall not obstruct the navigation 
thereof: Provided, further, That the said Baltimore and 
Chio Railroad Company be subject to the same conditions 
and restrictions in extending their road through any part of 
the city of Washington as are prescribed for the Alexan- 
dria and Washington Railroad Company. 


The amendment -of the committee of confer- 
ence meets with the approbation not only of the 
friends of the Alexandria and Washington Rail- 
road Company, but also with that of the friends 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. It 
is of great moment, as all will admit, that this 
link of the connection between the North and the 
South by railroad should be completed. The 
House fully understand the question, and I call į 
the previous question on the report of the com- 
mittee of conference. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee? Is it understood 
by the proviso now reported, that if the Alexandria 
and Georgetown Railroad Company make their 
road, that this other one shall not be constructed? If 
that be so, then it will be a monopoly, and no other 
road can be constructed. 

Mr. McMULLIN. The report of the com- 
mittee of conference is, that if the Alexandria and 
Washington city Railroad Company shall have 


completed their road to Alexandria within two |i 


years from the first day of January next, that the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company shall have 
no right to extend their road. - 

In the event of the failure of the Alexandria 
and Washington Railroad Company to extend 
their road, then the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad į 
Company have the right to extend their road to 
the Potomac; and if they ®ilto extend their road | 
within two years thereafter, then this act is null | 
and void, and Congress may confer the same 
power upon any other company. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am very much 
opposed to monopolies; and I move to lay the: 
whole concern upon the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 desireto present this ques- 
tion of order to the Chair. Can a committee of 
conference substitute an independent section not 
embraced either in the Senate amendment or the 
House bill, and legislate in that kind of way? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
committee cannot agree to and incorporate an in- 
dependent and separate amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the} 
Chair, that it is a proviso te the section of the | 
bill which was in disagreement between the two 
Houses. 1 suppose the committee of conference 
might propose to amend that disagreeing vote. | 
_ The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
it is a modification of the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses. . 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
man from Tennessee will withdraw his motion. 
Not a friend of this bill has ever said one word 
upon this subject, and I beg that he will allow an 
explanation to be made in regard to this bill. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Jonzs’s mo- 
tion; and, upon division, there were—ayes 11, noes 
not counted. 

a the House refused to lay the report upon the 
table. . | 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
inclined 
_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The previous ques- 
tion is pending and debate is out of order. 

Mr. SMITH. Task my colleague to withdraw 
the demand for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. Theamendment upon which | 
the two Houses disagreed will be read by the | 
Clerk. 

_The Clerk then read the fourth section of the 
bill, as printed above. : 

Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw my point of or- 


I feel very much 


er. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question is on! 
seconding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. GOODE. Is the amendment in order to |! 
be voted for after the gentleman from Georgia has | 
withdrawn his point of order ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not heard | 
any objection at all to the report. It has been | 
received withdit objection, and it’ is doubtful | 
whether the objection now made is not too late. i 


Mr. GOODE. Exactly; on the ground that 
the report of the committee is not to the bill of the 
House or to the amendments of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair does not under- 
stand the report ef the committee to change the 
original bill; but it does modify and come to an 
agreement on the amendments of. the House 
which were made to the bill, and on which the 
two Houses disagreed. s 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put; and under 
the operation of the previous question, the report 
of the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. McMULLIN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was agreed to; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HIBBARD took the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Dawson] is entitled to the floor. 
He has twice yielded it already. 

POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I wish to make a motion 
which will not occupy the House a moment. It 
is in relation to the Post Office appropriation bill, 
which has come down from the Senate. i 

Mr. DAWSON. What motion does the gen- 
tleman wish to make? 

Mr. HIBBARD. I wish to move to take up 
the Post Office appropriation bill just sent from the 
Senate, for the purpose of having it referred to a 
committee of conference. ' 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has that bill, 
with the amendments, passed through the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
The House has not passed on the amendments of 
the Senate. 

Mr. HIBBARD. No; but I propose to move 
to disagree to the amendments, and to ask a com- 
mittee of conference at the same time. 

Mr. JONES. Oh, no; let it be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HIBBARD. There are but two amend- 
ments. I move to take up the bill which is now 
upon the Speaker’s table, for the purpose of re- 
ferring it to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. DAWSON. `I mova that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table, for the purpose of taking up the 
homestead bill, as amended by the Senate. 

Mr. TWEED. I object. 

Mr. DAWSON. Then I move to suspend the 
rules, to enable me to make the motion, 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. We 
have had no morning hour. The genfleman and 
the House will remember that the whole day has 
been spent, not only with privileged questions, but 
with questions of privilege, and therefore no part 
@ the morning hour has been consumed in receiv- 


‘ling reports from committees, 


r. DAWSON. Is not the morning hour run- 
ning yet? 
The SPEAKER. It is not. 
Mr. DAWSON. It is hardly necessary to 
move the suspension of the rules, but yet fam 
willing to try it once more. I make the motion. 


Mr. COBB. I call for the regular order of 
business. 
|| Mr. BRIDGES. I appeal to my colleague to 


‘allow this bill to go over until the next session. 
It is too late at this period of the session to per- 
fect such a bill before the adjournment. The 
senderey of the bill is to sweep away the public 
ands, 

{Cries of ‘* Order!” * Order!”’] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 


| sylvania cannot debate the motion. 


Mr. DAWSON. ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 70, nays 92; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis 
Allen, Barksdale, Barry, Boyce, Breckinridge, Brooks, 
Caruthers, Chastain, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, 
Cook, Cumming, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disnéy, Dow- 
dell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmund- 
son, English, Florence, Goode, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley 
P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Lamb, Latham, 
Letcher, Lilly, Macdonald, McDougall, Macy, Maxwell, 
John G. Miller, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peckham, 
John Perkins, Phelps, PhillipsyRichardson, Sapp, Single- 
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ton, George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, Trout, 
Waibridge, Walker, Waish, Wells, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—70. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Banks, Belcher, Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bliss, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Caskie, Chandler, Chrisman, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, 
Curtis, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Edmands, Thomas 
D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Everhart, Farley, Fauikner, 
Fenton, Flagler, Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, 
Goodrich, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hilt, 
Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, Knox, Lindsley, McCulloch, McQueen, Mat- 
teson, Maurice, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Par- 
ker, Peck, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, 
Reese, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, 
Sage, Seward, Shannon, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, 
William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Thurston, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walley, 
Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—92. 

So (two thirds not having voted in the afirma- 
tive) the rules were not suspended. 

Before the result was announced, 

Mr. PHELPS said: I desire to know whether 
the vote granting the Committee of Ways and 
Means leave to sit during the sessions of the House 
also included leave for the members of that com- 
mittee to vote upon questions taken by yeas and 
nays, at any time before the result is announced, 
whether they were in the Hall when their names 
were called or not? It seems to me they should 
be entitled to that privilege, otherwise they will be 
deprived of the privilege of voting. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the members of a committee, under such cir- 
cumstances, have the right to vote as the gentle- 
man suggests. Such, in the recollection of the 
Chair, has been the practice upon former occa- 
sions. The Chair hopes that there will be no ob- 
jection to the members of the Committee of Ways 
and Means being permitted to vote. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have only raised the ques- 
tion now, so that in future we might know what 
our rights really are. ° 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
say that any member of this House who is absent 
from the Hall on any committee, by order of the 
House, has the right of voting, and he has that 
right whether his vote will change the result or 
not. 

Mr. HENN. I made the motion the other day 
by wich the members of that committee were 
allowed to vote; and when it was adopted there 
was no understanding that they should not vote, 
if their votes would change the result. The un- 
derstanding was that they should be allowed to 
vote if they came into the Hall before the result 
was announced. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Bocock.) 
The Chair so holds, and deems that to be the 

roper and natural understanding. 

Mr. JONES. Does the Chair decide that he 
cannot vote in the case specified ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair de- 
cides that the members of the Ways and Means 
have the right to vote if they come into the Hall 
before the result is announced. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HIBBARD. I desire to report back to the 
House from the Committee of Ways and Means 


the Senate amendment to the Post Office appro- | 


priation bill. 

Mr. MATTESON. I object. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose I have indicated. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays on that motion. 

Mr. ORR. I would ask the gentleman from 
New Hampshire whether this is not one of the 
appropriation bills which itis necessary we should 
pass to carry on the Government? 

Mr. HIBBARD. Itis. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I shall object to all the 


appropriation bills until the river and harbor bill | 


shall have been considered. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hipparp’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 93, 
nays 64; as foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs Aiken, James C., Allen, Willis Allen, 
Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barks- 
dale, Barry, Belcher, Bocock, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, 
John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, English, 
Everhart, Faulkuer, Floregce, Fuller, Gaode, Greenwood, 
Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hill, Hughes, Inger- 
soll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W., Jones, Roland 


Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, 
Lilly, McDougall, MeMullin, McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, 
Millson, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Oir, Jolm Perkins, 
Pheips, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, Ruf- 
fin, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, George W. Smyth, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Straub, David 
Stuart, John J. ‘Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, 
Vansant, Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, Westbrook, Daniei 
B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—93. 

NAYVS—Messrs. Abercrombie? Appleton, Bennett, Ben- 
son, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Cook, 
Crocker, Cumming, Dawson, Dick, Edmands, Thomas D. 
Ehiot, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Franklin, Giddings, Good- 
rich, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Howe, Hunt, 
Kerr, Knox, Lindsley, McCulloch, Matteson, Maurice, 
John G. Miller, Morgan, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
Peck, Peckham, Preston, Pringle, David Ritchie, Rogers, 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Simmons, Gerrit 
Smith, Andrew Stuart, Joha L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
lor, Upham, Wade, Walley, Bilinu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn,Johou Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
and Zollicoffer—64. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules, two 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. 


GILLIS’S REPORT. 
_Mr RIDDLE. Mr. Speaker, almost two weeks 
since, the House ordered the printing of seven 


| thousand five hundred and twenty copies of the 


report of Lieutenant Gillis to be printed; but they 
did not order it to be illustrated. Accompanying 
itaresome valuable maps and plates; and in order 
that they may be engraved and printed, to be in- 
cluded in the work, for distribution to members at 
the next session I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Engraving to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Engraving be, and they 
are hereby, authorized to contract for the engraving, or 
lithographing, and printing of the maps and plates accom- 
panying the report of Lieutenant Gillis, so lately ordered 
to be printed by the House of Representatives. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was 
adopted. 

DANIEL STEENROD. 

Mr. KIDWELL. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up and consider House 
bill No. 182, ‘“ An act for the relief of Daniel 
Steenrod.” This bill passed the House a few 


days since, and went to the Senate, where it was. 


passed, with a few unimportant amendments, I 
feel great interest in its passage, and I hope there 
will be no objection to taking it up and considering 
it at this time. 

There being no objection, the bill was then 
taken up and read, as follows: : 


That the petition of Daniel Steenrod, with the accompa- 
nying documents and depositions, be referred to the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury, and he is hereby authorized 
to appoint a commissioner to take evidence in the city of 
Wheeling or elsewhere, and ascertain aud report what is 
justly and equitably due the said petitioner therein ; and if 
such report is approved by the said Comptrolicr, the Scere- 
tary ofthe Treasury is authorized to direct to pay such sum 
of money out of any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated: Provided further, That said commissioner 
shall be selected out of any such persons now in the em- 
ployment of the Government, for which services no extra 


; Compensation shall be paid. 


First amendment: 


After the word “the,” where it first occurs, strike out 
the words “ First Comptrolier of the Treasury, and the,’? 
and insert in lieu thereof the words, ‘f Secretary of War, 
who.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Second amendment: 


After the word ‘i to,” where it first occurs in the same 
line, strike out the words, “‘ appoint a commissioner to take 
evidence in the city of Wheeling and elsewhere, and? 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Third amendment: 


In line nine, after the word “ ascertain,” strike out the 


words “ aud report.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Fourth amendment: 


After the word “and ”’ strike out all to the word to, in- 
eluding the word ‘ direct,” in the twelfth line. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Fifth amendment: 


In Hine thirteen, before the word “out,” strike out the 
words “of money,” and insert in lieu thereof the words, 
t as may be found due.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Sixth amendment: 


Ree the word “ appropriate” strike out all to the end of 
the bill. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


CHARGES AGAINST HON. T. H. BAYLY. 
Mr. WALLEY. I rise to a privileged ques- 


tion. I am instructed ‘bythe select committee 
upon the charges preferred against the Hon. 
Tuomas H. Bayty, to. report ih. part from that 
committee, and I move that the report be laid 


4 


upon the table, and printed. : 1 offer a résolution 
with reference to the payment of a clerk, similar 
to those reported by the other investigating com- 
mittees. me 

Mr. BAYLY. 
read. f 

[Cries of “ Oh, no!”] l aia 

Mr. BAYLY. It is a question of privilege, 
and I insist upon it. 


The resolution was reported, as-follows: 


Resolved, ‘hat the committee appointed by the House 
to investigate charges preferred against the Hon. Tuomas 
H. Bayty be authorized to employ a clerk, from the 2ist 
ultimo; and that the committee be authorized to audit his 
bill. 


The question was put; and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALLEY. Thegentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Bayry] desires to have the report read. It 
is a very short one, and | hope his desire may be 
gratified. 

. Mr. BAYLY. [insist upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes that there 
will be no objection made. i a A 

Mr. BAYLY. It is a question of privilege; 
and I insist upon the report being read. `> 

The report was accordingly read, as follows: 

House or REPRESENTATIVES, August 3, 1854. 

The select committee appointed by the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of 21st July, 1854, to investigate 
the charges preferred by Ben E. Green against the Hon. 
Tuomas H. Bayty, ask leave to subinit the following re- 
port: 

The committee have diligently attended to the duty im- 
posed on them by the passage of this resolution, but have 
been unable toarrive at such a result as will enable them 
to reportin full at this time. 

The complainant having made oath to the charges as pre- 
ferred, proceeded to adduce testimony in support ofthe first 
charge, and offered record and documentary evidence in | 
support of the second charge and specifications. 

‘The evidence was not all submitted until atter the ad- 
journment of the House on the 2d instant; and the com- 
plainant submitted his argument this day. Mr. BAYLY 
offered an affidavit, stating what he could prove by certain 
witnesses, but rested his case upon the testimony of the 
complainant, without calling any witnesses, or submitting 
any argument. 5 

Under these circumstances, it must be obvious that the 
committee cannot, by possibility, reportin full at the pres- 


I ask that the report may be 


@nt session. They, however, are satisfied that the, com- 


plainant failed entirely to establish the first charge. In 
relation to the remaining charge, they express no opinion, 
inasmuch as the complainant relies (mainly, if not entirely) 
upon record and documentary evidence, which your com- 
mittee have had no opportunity of examining, or even read- 
ing. 

Your committee therefore report all the evidence which 
has been submitted to them, and reserve to themselves the 
privilege of reporting in full ata future day. 

All which is respectfuly submitted. 

For the committee: 

SMITH MILLER, 
JACOB SHOWER, 
SAMUE# H. WALLEY, 
H. H. JOHNSON, 

SION H. ROGERS, 


The report was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. ORR. I rise to a privileged motion. T 
believe that the motion to suspend the rules to allow 
the committee to report back the Post Office bill 
has not been agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. lt has not. 

Mr. ORR. Well, | move now to reconsider 
the vote by which that bill was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and on that I 
demand the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. And I move to lay that 
motion on the table, unless the gentleman will 
agree to take up the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. ORR. And if the gentleman will consent 
to take up the homestead bill, he can get up the 
river and harbor bill. 

The SPEAKER. This is not a debatable 
question. s 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask if there 
is not an appropriation made in that Post Office 
bill? 

Mr. ORR. 
not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. A motion has 
been made here to suspend the rules to take up 
the land bill. It does seem to me that those who 
have charge of the bill, the friends of the meas- 
ure, should be satisfied with the action of the 


| Committee. 


I do not know whether there is or 
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House, and that the House should now permit a | 
motion to be made to take up the Mver and: har- 
bor bill; and if that fails, I think the advocates of 
that measure-should be satisfied, etleast, until after 
the disposition of the appropriation bills. ` 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to say that I shall 
take every oppottunity to get up that bill, as itis | 
ahead of all other appropriation bills. ~ . f 

“Mr. JONES.. E make this remark to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. He knows that the Govern- 
ment. does not stop, that the operations of the 
Army, the Navy, or the civil service of the country 
do not-stop by the failure of the river and harbor 
bill at the session of Congress, but that they. must 
all stop if the civil and-diplomatic appropriation | 
bill: does not pass. 

"Mr. CAMPBELL. | I will say to the gentleman. 
that there has been but one river and harbor bill 
for fifteen years, and the friends of that bill intend 
thatit shall go through this session, if possible. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to make a single sug- | 
gestion. Itis this: go to the Speaker’s table, and 
all these billa can be reached. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I call for the yeas and 
nays upon the pending motion. i 
Mr. ORR. I withdraw, for the present, the 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill | 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, with a view to enable the friends of the 
river and harbor bill to move to take it up; and if 
they fail in their motion, I hope, then, they will 
adopt the same course, which, perhaps, the friends 

of the land bill have done. 


"EXTRA COMPENSATION TO PAGES, ETC. 
Mr. FLORENCE, I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer the following resolu- 


tion: > 

Resolved, That the usual extra compensation be paid to 
the pages, folders, and such other employees who have 
heretofore received the same, and who have not and shall 
not hereafter receive the benefit of the joint resolution ap- 
proved July 20, 1854. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That resolution has 
once been presented and rejected. I object to it. 
It ig not in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ submit this ques- 
tion to the Chair and to‘the Elouse. The joint 
resolution which has been passed in relation to the 
compensation of the employees of the [Louse, pro- 
vides for the increase of atl the persons emoraceg 
in that resolution, and we cannot repeal that join 
resolution by a simple resolution of this House: 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iwill say to the House, 
that the resolution provides for those who do not 
take advantage of the joint resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. Exactly; but the 
joint resolution applies to all, and they cannot 
waive the right. 

Mr. FLORENCE. This resolution provides 
that they may not be included in that resolution, | 
1 earnestly pray that the sympathies of this House | 
may be excited for those poor folder bays, and 
that they may be provided for, I move that the | 
rules be suspended, to enable me to introduce the 
resolution. | 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I call for the yeas | 
and nays upon that motion. | 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I demand tellers upon the 
motion. : 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of! 
Indiana, and Srvarr, of Michigan, were ap- | 
pointed. — | 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
ayes 92, noes 32. i 

So (two thirds having voted in the affirmative) 
the rules were suspended. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Inow offer the resolution, | 
and call the previous question upon its adoption. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be put. | 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand the yeas and | 
nays upon the passage of the resolution. | 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, Is it in order to 
submit a few words on the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. The call for the previous | 
eee having been sustained, debate is not in | 
order, 

Mr. MORGAN. Idemand tellers on the yeas | 
and nays. ` ji 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerr and | 
CHURCHWELL were appointed. i 

The question was taken; and the yeas and nays 
were ordered. i 


the resolution; and it-was decided in-the afirma- 
tive——yeas 88, nays 50; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, 


i| Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruth- 


ers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chastain, Churchwell, Crock- 
er, Cumming, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Wirt, Disney, 
Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Bilison, Everhart, Farley, 
Fenton, Florence, Gambe, Giddings, Goodrich, Andrew J. 
Harlan, Harrison, ilih; Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, 
Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham. Lilly, McCul- 
loch, Macdonald, MeDongall, McNair, Macy, Maurice, 
Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Peckham, Pennington, Pringle, Puryear, Riddle, 
Robbins, Rogers, Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Shower, Simmons, 
Gerrit Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Hestor L, Stevens, Straub, Andrew Stuart. John L. ‘Taylor, 
Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walker, Ellihu-B. Wash- 
burne, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, 
Wheeler, and Hendrick B. Wright—8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Barksdale, 
Barry, Caskie, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cook, John 
G. Davis, Dick, Euglish, Faulkner, Fuller, Greenwood, 
Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Wiley P, Harris, Hibbard, in- 
gersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Kittredge, Letcher, McMutlin, McQueen, Matteson, Mill- 
son, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Parker, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Pratt, Reese, Rufiin, Sage, Shaw, Singleton, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyih, Nathaniel 
G. Taylor, Wells, and Daniel B. Wright—50. 

So the resolution was passed, 


Mr. FLORENCE. I*move to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PAY TO EXTRA PAGE. 

Mr. KEITT. I submit the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That Charles P. Coe, who has been acting as 
a page on the floor of the House of Representatives during 
the present session—since 5th of December last—be paid the 
same amount of pay and compensation as shall be paid to 
the regular pages for the same session. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that 
resolution, We have too many pages already 

ere. 

Mr. KEITT. This page has been here during 
nearly the whole of the present session working 
like the other pages, and unless this resolution 
passes, he will not be entitled to one dollar of pay. 
He is one of nine children, and his mother is in 
straitened circumstances, 

Mr. JONES. I would ask the gentleman from 
North Carolina by what authority a page more 
than the regular number was appointed ? 

Mr. KEITT. He was appointed by the proper 
officer. 

Mr. JONES. No officer of this House has such 

ower. 
Mr. KEITT. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, in order that I may submit the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. I would 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to take 
sthe river and harbor bill from the Speaker’s table, 
in order that it may be referred to the Committtee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. If the 
reference be allowed, I shall pledge myself not to 
move to go into committee to consider that bill 
until ten o’clock to-night. I speak in behalf of the 


į friends of that measure, and I should be sorry if 


they were to break my pledge. 
to do it, | should oppose them. 

The SPEAKER. Is the gentleman’s proposi- 
tion agreed to? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move a suspension 
of the rules, for the purpose which I have indi- 
cated. 

The question was put; and, on a division, there 
were—ayes sixty-seven 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 
Alabama, and Hucues, were appointed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is known to 
both sides of this House that l am as much op- 
posed to the river and harbor bill as any gentle- 
man in or out of it can be; but I am willing to 
meet the question, and Iam willing, for one, to 
take the biil up, and let a majority of this House 
vote upon the amendments of the Senate. If a 
majority are for it, let it go te the President, and 
let him veto it. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. DISNEY. I renew it. 


If they attempted 


~The question was then taken on the adoption of 


_ The question was taken; and. the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 71, noes 52; not two thirds voting, 
Mr. CAMPBELL demanded the yeas’ and 
nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative~yeas 76, nays 57; as follows: 

YUAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bennett, Benson, 
Bliss, Bugg, Campbe.l, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, 
Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Cook, Cox, Crocker, Cul- 
lom, Dick, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. El- 
iot, English; Farley, Flagler, Florence, Giddings, Goodrich, 
Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Bill, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Knox, Lindsley, MeCultoch, Me- 
Dougall, Matteson, Maurice, Morgan, Noble, Mordecai 
Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, 
Reese, Riddle, Rogers, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shan- 
non, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, Hestor H. Stevens, Andrew 
Swart, David Stuart, Jobn L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
tor, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walley, Eliihu B. Wash- 
bume, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, and 
Tappan Wentworth—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Alien, Da- 
vid J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, 
Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Brooks, Caskie, Chastain, 
Clingman, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, Disney, Edmund- 
son, Everhart, Faulkner, Fenton, Gamble, Grow, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hen- 
dricks, Hibbard, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, Kittredge, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, MeMatlin, McNair, Me- 
Queen, Macy, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Murray, Orr, 
Packer, Jolm Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Ruffin, Shaw, Sin- 
gleton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Straub, John J. 
Taylor, and Daniel B, Wright—57. 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 

Pending the call of the roll, Mr. Maxweru 
stated that he had paired off upon all questions 
affecting this bill with Mr. Barr, of Ohio, who 


was called home by sickness in his family. 
NATIONAL HOTEL COMPANY. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to enable me to make a 
report from the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. > 

A Memper. For what purpose? 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to have one bill put 
upon its passage, and a few others to be referred 
merely. 

l wish to report and have puf upon its pas- 
sage, the bill to incorporate the National Hotel 
Company of the city of Washington, and i de- 
sire to say this one word. I have tried for two 
weeks past to get the floor for the purpos®@of in- 
troducing this bill for Mr. HamiLToN, the chair- 
man of the committee, who is confined at home 
by severe indisposition, and is unable to get here. 
I have risen half a dozen times for the purpose of 
getting the bill before the House, and now J ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to introduce 
it, and have it put upon its passage 

Mr. JONES, of New York. I object. 

Several Mempers. Withdraw your objection. 

Mr. DAVIS. The bill is accompanied by an 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. 
drawn my objection. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I move to suspend the 
rules, so as that the bill may be put upon its pas- 
sage. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

he bill was then read by the Clerk in extenso. 

The following amendments, recommended by 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, were 
then read: 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That each of the stock- 
holders in the said National Hotel Company in Washington 
city, shall be held liable in his or her individual capacity 
for all the debts and liabilities of the said company, how- 
ever contracted or incurred, to be recovered by suit, as other 
debts and liabilities, before the courts or tribunals having 
jurisdiction of the case. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, Thatit may he lawful 
for Congress hereafter to alter, amend, change, or repeal 
the foregoing act. 

The question was taken upon the amendments; 
and they were agreed to 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I call for the yeas 
and nays upon the passage of the bill, and I call 
for tellers upon the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

i ae question recurring upon the passage of the 
ill, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Hueuns and 
Srraus were appointed. 


I have not with- 


r 
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The question was then taken on Mr. Davis’s 
motion; and the teHers reported. less than a quo- 
rum voting, 

Mr. PRESTON. I move that the House take 
a recess until eight o’clock this evening, 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I move that the House pro- | 
ceed to the odnsideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. . 

The SPEAKER. That motion is net in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order, but 
the motion to adjourn must take precedence. 

Mr. COBB. [ask for the yeas and nays upon | 
the motion to adjourn. -Let us take the yeas and 
nays, and by that time a quorum will be present. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I demand tel- 
lers upon that motion. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. ‘The motion to adjourn is always in order, 
and { believe a motion to fix the time of adjourn- 
ment takes precedence of that motion. f move 
that when this House adjourns it adjourn to meet 
at eight o’clock this evening. 

The SPEAKER. There is no rule which will | 
authorize the motion to adjourn to a particular 
hour to be made at all. 

Mr. PRESTON. I then move to suspend the | 
rules to permit me to make that motion. | 

The SPEAKER. The House is already acting | 
under a suspension of the rules, the House having 
suspended the rules to enable the gentleman from | 
Indiana to report certain bills. That business had 
not been disposed of when the House found itself | 
without a quorum. The question now is upon į 
the motion that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. As several commit- 
tees of conferenceare now absent from the Fouse, 
if it is the unanimous consent of the House that 
the House take a recess until seven o’clock, L will 
withdraw the motion that there be a call of the 
House, and substitute that motion. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 1 object to the motion 
for a recess. i 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move that the House do 
now adjourn, > 

Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion, so that I may move to sus- | 
pend the rules in order that the House may take 
a recess, 

Mr. PRINGLE. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The House is now acting 
under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Unless there was 
unanimous consent to taking a recess, I did not 
withdraw the motion that there be a call of the 
House. And on that motion [ demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Tayor, of | 
Tennessee, and BRECKINRIDGE were appointed. | 

The question was taken; and the House refused | 
to order a call of the House, the tellers having 
reported—ayes 28, noes 96. 

The question then recurred on the passage of 
the bill to incorporate the National Hotel Com- 
pany. | 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to make a | 
short statement in regard to this bill before a re- 
count is had. J will not occupy the time of the 
House five minutes. This is a Senate bill to in- į 
corporate a company in the city of Washington 
for the purpose of building a hotel. It was re- 
ferred, some four months ago, to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, and the committee | 
unanimously agreed to report it with an amend- ! 
ment introducing the individual liability clause. | 


I move that there be 


It is a bill in which I have no earthly interest. It 
is drawn up in the usual form of bills of incorpo- | 
ration, and it expressly provides that this com- 
pany shall not engage in banking, or the issue of 
any bills in the shape of money for circulation, | 
The amendment of the committee, to which f de-: 
sire to call the attention of the House, and which, i 
I think, will prove satisfactory to the House, in- | 
troduces the individual liability clause, The stock- | 
holders of this company are individually liable in | 
their own individual capacity for all the debts of | 
the company in whatsoever manner they shall be | 


contracted. And, further, Congress reserves the 
right to repeal, alter, modify, or change this chaf- 
ter at pleasure. I think that is sufficient to war- 
rant the passage of this bill, knowing, as Ido, 
that members desire a good hotel in Washington 
where they can get something good, clean, and 
nice to eat. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. I desire briefly 
to give my reasons for opposing this bill. . lam 
satisfied that special legislation is generaily wrong, 
although, perhaps, there may be an exception in 
this case, although I doubt it very much. This 
bill merely amounts to this: that we are going to 
build a palace hotel where rich members of Con- 
gress and rich men who come here can stop, and 
pay three dollars a day. By establishing a hotel 
of this kind, you will break down all the other 
hotels. 

[Cries of “ They ought to be broken down!”’] 

Mr. JONES. [Ido not know whether I am in 
order or not; but l hope the House will indulge 
me. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. } understand from 
the gentleman who reported the bill, that thereis a 
provision in it that no member of Congress shall 
be charged more than his daily pay. {Laughter.] 

Mr. JONES. I look upon this question ina 
practical light. I do not intend, however, that it 
shall affect my pocket at all, for the hotel will not 
be buil: until I am at home, where t ought to be. 
{Laughter.] I know that the effect of sending | 
splendid steamers and floating palaces across the | 
Atlantic to Europe is to drive off all competition. | 
It is the same with these grand hotels. I know 
—and [ think that the common sense of every 
member of the House will bear me out in the | 
opinion—that if we encourage the building of a j 


palace in Washington, as large as this one is to | 


be, we drive away all competition. (Laughter, 
and cries of ‘That is what we want!”’)} 

The question being on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. JONES call for tellers. 1 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, Hucues and 
Cox were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
ayes 83, noes 45. 

Mr. McNAIR. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays were 
demanded upon the passage of this bill, and they 
were refused by the House, no quorum appearing 
in the House. The Speaker counted, and there ; 
was no quorum. In fairness, the Chair believes 
the call for the yeas and nays to be in order. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

So the bill was passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was here received from the Senate, | 


by Aszuny Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, inform- 
ing the House that they had concurred in the re- 
port of the committee of conference upon the dis- 


agreeing votes of the two Houses upon the bill 


authorizing the extension of the Alexandria rail- 
road into the District of Columbia. 
UNITED STATES ARMORIES. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 
before the House a communication from the Sec- 
retary of War; which was read, as follows: 


War DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, August 3, 1854, 
Sir: [have the honor to submit the inclosed papers in 


reply to the resolution of the House of Representatives of 


the 3lst ultimo, requiring information in relation to the | 
application by either of the commissioners who visited | 
Springfield armory under the act of March 3, 1853, for the i 


office of superintendent of either of the national armories, | 
or any recommendation by either of said commissioners ! 


for the appointment of any other person to that ofice; 
also, in relation to any application by or in behalf of any of 
the witnesses from Harper’s Ferry or Springfield, who 
testified before the select committee of the House, to whom 


was referred the question of the expediency of employing | 


military officers for the supervision of said works, for any | 


officers in either of said armories, or any recommendation 


of either of said witnesses for any such office; also, in | 
relation to any application by either of the meinbers of said | 
select committee, in their own behalf or in behalf of any | 
other person or persons, for the appointment to any office | 


eonnected with the prosecution of any of the various public 
works which are the subject ofinquiry by said committee. 


From these papers it appears, that of the four civil com- : 
missioners who visited Springfield, one is a candidate for ; 
ii 


the superintendency of that armory, being recommended by 
the other three for that post; and that one of the latter has ; 
been recommended for the superintendency of Harper’s | 
Ferry armory ; of the nine witnesses from Harper’s Ferry 
and Sprivgfield, who testified before the select committee, 


' 
that three were candidates for the office of superintendent, |j 
H 


and two for offices in said armories. Of the select commit- i 
tee, that the chairman was an applicant for the office of | 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, when it included the 


i 
t 
| 
H 
i 


i 
f 


it 
ir 


| 


supervision of the Capitol extension—a work referred-to in 
the resclution—aad that one of theanembers has recom- 
mended persons for office in the Harpet’s Ferry armory.” 
- Very respectfully, yours, EY ; 
d JEFF. DAVIS, Secretoryof War. 
Hon. Linn Boyp, Speaker House of ‘Representatives... ° 
Mr. FAULKNER. | move that the commu- 
nication be laid upon the table and printed.- 
It was so ordered. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. By unanimous con- 
sent, from the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia, reported back, with a recommendation tWat it 
do pass, Senate bill (No. 16) ‘to. suppress: the 
circulation of small notes, as currency, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.” 

Referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which were severally read. the 
first and second time by their titles, referred tothe 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the condemnation of land, &c., forthe 
Washington aqueduct; . 

An act allowing the Metropolitan. railroad to 
extend into the District of Columbia, and for other 
purposes; and j 

An act authorizing the corporate authorities of 
Georgetown to-impose additional taxes, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
ask leave of the Elouse to present three or four 

eports from the Committee on Commerce, some 

of which I should like to have pugupon their pas- 
sage, and the rest to be referred; hut if the House 
should order them all to be referred, I shall be 
content. 

Leave was granted. 


PROLONGATION OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 suppose that 
every gentleman upon this floor is satisfied that 
we cannot get through with our business by to- 
morrow, at twelve o’clock. FT have a resolution 
proposing to extend the time until Monday next, 
at twelve o’clock, m. : 

{Loud cries of ** No!” “Nor? 

Mc. WENTWORTH then reported back, from 
the Committee on Commerce, the following Senate 
bills and resolution; which were referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed: 

An act for the relief of Thomas Butler; 

An act for the relief of the West Feliciana and 
Georgia Railroad and Banking Companies; and 

Joint resolution for the relief of Charles W., 
Morgan, William R. Rodman, and Edward Me- 
nan. 


Ea 


PORTS OF DELIVERY. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. | I now propose to re- 
port, and have put upon its passage, the bill of the 
Senate (No. 219) constituting Cairo, in the State 
of Illinois, a port of delivery. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. HENN. Do [ understand the intention 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts to be to put 
that bill upon its passage? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman so stated. 

Mr. HENN. I object to any bill being put 
upon its passage, unless the gentleman will also 
move to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
from the first bill reported by the Committee on 
Commerce, and also put that upon its passage. I 
will not consent that one bill reported by that com- 
mittee shall take precedence of another in the ac- 
tion of the House upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the objec- 
tion comes too late. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts stated distinctly when he asked leave 
to make a report, that his purpose was to put some 
of the bills upon their passage. 

Mr. HENN. If it 1s too lateto object, | move 
to amend the bill by wnat I send to the Clerk’s 
table. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the gentleman 
will not embarrass the passage of this bill. It ig 
merely to constitute Cairo a port of delivery. 
There can be no objection to it. 

Mr. HENN. [ presume there will be no ob- 


jection to my amendment, 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Butif the billis amend- 
ed it must go back to the Senate, and the whole 
will be lost, 
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WORTH. I have not yielded 
previous question upon the 


Mr: WENT 
the floor: I move the 
passage of the bill.” f 

Mr. HENN. [think I have the floor legiti- 
mately, and have indicated my purpose to offer 
an amendment. f Fd, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did recognize the 
gentleman: from Iowa, because. he supposed the 
gentlemdn from. Massachusetts had yielded the 
floor altogether. Ifthegentleman, however, claims 
the floor for the purpose of moving the previous 
question, the Chair will decide that he is entitled 


tome. e : 
Mr. HENN. I claim the right to object to the 
bill. did object distinctly before the title had 


been read. 2 

“The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question presented by the gentleman from Iowa, 
upon the ground that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts twice distinctly stated that he had two 
bills which he desired to put upon their passage, 
and several others which he wished to have re- 
ferred, 

Mr. HENN. Well, sir, I will withdraw all 
objection, and allow the bill to pass without op- 
position from me. > 

“The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read a third time, 
and passed, 

Mr. WENTWORTH, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back Senate bill No. 200, 
constituting San Pedro, in the State of California, 
a port of entry and delivery; which was ordered 
tò a third reading, and was accordingly read a 
third time, andepassed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I should like to 
know something of the character of these bills. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. They are drawn up 
in the usual form, and are recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury as necessary to the 
wants of commerce. 

Mr. WENT WORTH, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back a bill; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, as follows, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

An act to provide for the establishment of a 
marine hospital at Shreveport, in the State of 
Louisiana, and Galena, in the State of Illinois. 

Mr. MAXWELL. There isa bill which the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce wishes 
to report, and I trust the gentleman will also in- 
elude it in his report, as he has the floor. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Very well. I report 
back from the Committee on Commerce, Senate 
bill (No. 178) constituting Pilatka and Bayport, 
in the State of Florida, ports of entry and delivery, 
respectively, 

Mr. HENN. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me to move, as an amendment, a provision con- 
stituting Keokuk and Dubuque, in the State of 
lowa, ports of delivery. 
probation of the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Gentlemen say that I 
have no right to offer amendments under the rule 
which has been adopted. Without the consent 
of the House I cannot do it: I move the previous 
question upon the passage of the bül, 

Mr. HENN. The gentleman will force me to 
object to the bill, I will state for the information 
of the House, that this was one of the first bills 
reported from the Committee on Commerce, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. T offer it as an amendment to 
this bill, and desire that it may be acted on, inorder 
to save time. 

The SPEAKER. If exception be taken tothe 
bill, it cannot be received. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I desire to state that 
I am in favor of the bill of the gentleman from 
Towa; and Iam willing to accept it as an amend- 
ment, 

_ TheSPEAKER. If the introduction of the bill 
is not objected to, the question will be upon read- 
ing it the third time. If objected to, the bill can- 
not be received. 

Mr. HENN. I withdraw the objection, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider the 
amendment as before the body. 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 


That Keokuk and Dubuque, in the State of Jowa. be 
and: hereby are, constituted poris of delivery within’ the 
collection district of New Orleans; and there shall be 
appointed a surveyor of the customs for each of said ports, 


It has met with the ap- | 


who shall be residents thereat... Said surveyors shall 
perform the daties and receive the salary and ‘emoluments 
prescribed by the act of Congress approved on the 2d day 
of Mareh, 1831, entitled “ An act allowing the duties on 
foreign- merchandise imported into Pittsburg, Wheeling, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, Nashville, ang Natehez, 
to be secured and paid at those places.” 

Mr. HENN. I move the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I object to that amend- 
ment. It isthe entering wedge for custom-houses 
upon the Mississippi. , f 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asked whether 
there was any objection, and paused, but heard no 
objection, and the amendment was sent up to the 
Clerk’s desk. The Chair thinks that the objection 
came too late. The Chair is very well aware that 
misunderstandings will grow up when there is so 
much confusion in the Hall. The question now 
is upon the adoption of the amendment. : 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the bill, with 
the proposed amendment, be laid on the table. 

The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 28. 

The SPEAKER. Not half of a quorum. 

[Cries of ‘* Count the other side !”’] 

The SPEAKER. -The Chair will ascertain 
whether there is a quorum in the House. a 

After a count, the Speaker announced that there 
were one hundred and twenty-nine members in 
their places. 

So Mr. Lercuer’s motion was not agreed to. 

The question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to; and, under the further 
operation of the previous question, the bill was 
ordered to a third reading. It was then read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. HENN moved to amend the title by insert- 
ing the word “ Keokuk and Dubuque,” in the 
proper place. 

The title of the bill was so amended. 

Mr. DISNEY took the floor. 


CHARGES AGAINST HON T. H. BAYLY. 


Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a privileged question. 
The special committee which was charged with 
the investigation of certain complaints against my 
friend and colleague, [Mr. Bay.y,] have made a 
partial report, in which they absolve my colleague 
in the most absolute and unqualified manner from 
the first matter of complaint alleged against him; 
they report, however, that as respects the second 
allegation, involving some matters which 1 do not 
myself—and which, perhaps, the House will not— 
deem of very great importance, they have not 
had an opportunity of investigating the subject, 
requiring, as it does, the examination of the Con- 
gresstonal Globe, as to certain speeches made by 
members of the House. They therefore ask that 
they may reserve to themselves the right to report 
upon that branch of the inquiry at a future day. 
But, as after the session terminates, their powers 
will be at an end, and having the most absolute 


i assurance that the rest of their investigation of 


that matter will be what it has been in reference 


| to the part of the inquiry which they have consid- 


ered, and reflecting, as Í am sure I do, the wishes 
of my friend from the Accomac district, [Mr. 
Bayty,] I move that che committee have leave to 
continue their investigation at the next session of 
Congress. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. [I rise to a privileged mo- 


tion, and one which I make in view of taking a || 


recess. Most of the members came here early this 
morning, and are very much fatigued; and as we 
cannot take a recess under the rules of the House 
proper, and for the purpose of enabling the House 


: to take a recess under the rules, I move that the 


rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the |! 


state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s colleague 
(Mr. Disney] was regularly recognized by the 
Chair before the gentleman, and he is, therefore, 


entitled to the floor in preference, and the gentle- | 
: man cannot submit the motion unless his col- 


league yields to him. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask my colleague to 
yield to me to enable me to make that motion? 
TITLE TO LANDS GRANTED TO STATES. 


Mr. DISNEY, J cannot yield. I desire to ask 


| reference only. 


the consent of the House to take up and pass 
three several bills, each of which is of great im- 
portance, and to each of which I imagine no ob- 
jection will be made. i 

The first is a Senate bill, rendered necessary by 
a decision of the Supreme Court at its last session, 
by. which were pronounced as invalid the title to 
all the lands granted by the General®Government 
to the different States of the Union by the act of 
1831; which lands have passed into the possession 
of the different States, and from them into the 
hands of innocent purchasers, and by them now 


| held, without a title, according to the decision 


which I have referred to. The whole transaction 
has been carried on in good faith on al! sides. 
Congress supposed the title valid, the Land Office 
supposed the title valid. The lands were taken 
possession of by the States and sold to innocent 
parties. By a recent decision of the Supreme 


; Court, it has been held that all grants couched in 


the language ‘ shall be granted’ possessed no title 
whatever. I ask, therefore, the House to take up 
that billof the Senate and put it upon its passage. 

Mr. PRINGLE. Read the bill for information. 

The bill was read by its title, ‘as follows: 

An act to vest in the several States and Terri- 
tories a title in fee to lands which have been, or 
may be, certified to them, 

Mr. DISNEY. I move to put the bill uponits 
passage, and desire to say a solitary word upon it. 

(Loud cries of “ No!” “ No!” « Let it Go!” 
and confusion.] 

Mr. DISNEY. Very well; if the House are 
satisfied, Fam. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DISNEY. I now desire to report two 
bills, from the Committee on Public Lands, which 
are of the same character, both of which I desire 
to have put upon their passage. The first is Sen- 
ate bill (No. 259) to authorize the State of Wis- 
consin to select the residue of the lands to which 
said State is entitled, under the act of 8th of Au- 
gust, 1846, for the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

lt was then ordered to a third reading; dnd was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DISNEY. The other is Senate bill (No. 
19) to authorize the State of Illinois to select the 


| residue of the lands to which sheis entitled, under 
| the act approved March 2, 1827; to aid said State 


in opening agganal to connect the waters of the 
Ilinois with ose of @ake Michigan. 

The bill was read through. 

Mr. DISNEY. This bill was reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands. I only desire 
to state: 

[Cries of * Question !”? “ Question !?7} 

Mr. DISNEY. Ifthe House will pass the bill, 
I certainly do not desire to explain it. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


| passed. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would propose 
that a half hour be set apart for receiving reports 
from committees of the House for the purpose of 
If it be agreed to, it will relieve 
the House and Speaker a great deal. 

(Cries of * I object !”’] 


PROLONGATION OF THE SESSION. 


_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the joint resolution of the two Houses 
directing the President of the Senate and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives to adjourn their respective 
Houses at twelve o’clock, m., Friday, the 4th of the pres- 
ent month, be rescinded ; and that said officers adjourn 
their respective Houses at twelve o’clock, m., on Monday, 
the 7th of August. 


Mr. MATTESON, 

Mr, JONES, 
that purpose. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Jongs’s motion; 


I object. 
I move to suspend the rules for 


! and it was decided in the negative—yeas 60, nays 


82; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C., Allen, Ashe, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Barksdale, Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Caskie, 
Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Cullom,- Curtis, Jobn G. 
Davis, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, Everhart, Florence, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, 
Hibbard, Houston, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kid- 
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well, Kittredge Me Douga l Medtmilin,; Macy, Mazwell; cation isin answer to a resolution of this House || ever to do in his official capacity with that work. 
May, Smith Miller, Millson, S, Phelps, Phillips, Powe sys aro, the object A : eae) ‘ eee ae ieee 
Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Rogers, Sapp, Shannon, Show. adopted a few days ago, ject of which was || His duties were confined to other objects. tis 


er, Singleton, William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard || tO ascertain whether or not either of the six gen- || alla gross mistake. one 
H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, David Stuart, Na- || tlemen appointed by the President some time ago Tt wiil be recollected that at the close of the last 
thaniel G. Taylor, Upham, Walker, Westbrook, and Dan- || to visit the Springfield armory had recommended || session of Congress a law was passed relieving: 


iel B. Wright—60. intel Eig chi 5 Eiri 
NAYS— Messrs. David J, Bailey, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, anybody to office as superintendent of éither of |! the architect from the disbursement of the funds 


Bridges, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, the national armories. It was the design of the || at the Capitol, and authorizing the. President to 
Chandler, Chrignan, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Thomas Davis, || resolution, I have no doubt, to discredit the re- || appoint an agent for that purpose. ‘Phe.history 
Dowdell, Edmands, Ellison, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, || ports of some of these gentlemen, with a view to || of that enactment is this: An amendment was of- ~ 
Une dice, Aik He, Stee G an ee defeat the measure in regard to the armories, now || fered to the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, Keitt, Kerr, || pending in the Senate. . bill in the Senate authorizing the Commissioner of 
Knox, Kurtz, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, MeCulloch, Me- The Secretary was further called on for inform- |} Public Buildings to disburse that money. This 
Nair, McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, John G. Miller, Mor- || ation as to whether either of the gentlemen who |; was before the 4th of March, 1853—a month be- 
gan Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Andrew Oliver, || had testified, on oath, before the select committee, || fore my note was written.. When it came into 
ordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Pennington, Pringle, Puryear, . $ : J 
Reese, Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Seward, || OU the subject of the superintendency of the na- || this House, I went myself to the chairman of the 
Shaw, Simmons, George W. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, Trout, || tional armories, had, at any time, been applicants || Committee of Ways and Means, and ‘requested 
Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Israel Wash- || for position in any one of those armorics. The hjm not to agree to the amendment of the Senate, 
burn, Wells, John Wentworth, and Hendrick B. Wright |: design of this part of the resolution is equally | with that provision in it, and the words “ Com- 
i apparent, and also grows out of an earnest desire || missioner of Public Buildings” was stricken out, 
to defeat the armory measure, by discrediting || and the words ‘a disbursing agent” substituted 
. || testimony given by respectable men, under the |! at my request, by the chairman of the committee, 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I ask the unani- || solemn obligations of an oath. The resolution | And the law passed the House in that shape, giving 
mous consent of the House for leave to report || further required the Secretary of War to com- || the President the power to appoint a disbursing 
some bills from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. |! municate to this House the fact whether any mem- || agent other than the Commissioner. It could not, 
{ will say to the House that I shall fot ask that || ber of the select committee had made application || therefore, be true that the work was under the im. 
any of them shall be put on their passage, but || for any office connected with the works named in || mediate supervision of the Commissioner. The 


So the rules were not suspended, two thirds” not 
voting in the affirmative. 


merely that they shall be referred. — . || the resolution, under which it was created, either || letter of mine to which the Secretary refers Was 
Mr. HOWE. I hope that the Chair will again || for themselves, or in behalf of others. The gentle- || written a month after that law came into opera- 
put his proposition to the House. man from Virginia [Mr. Fautkner] and myself || tion. The fact is, the Commissioner of ‘Public 


‘The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the prop- 
osition submitted by the Chair that a half hour ; 
be devoted to receiving reports from committees 
for reference? 


were the members to. which reference was made. || Buildings, from the time of the first appointment : 
The Secretary of War says that the chairman of || of the architect, never had anything to do with 
the select committee—myself—was an applicant || the disbursement of the money at the Capitol, as 
for the office of Commissioner of Public Buildings || the reports to Congress and the laws and records 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the balance of || and Grounds, when it included the supervision of the | of the Government willshow. The Secretary has 
the session be devoted to receiving reports from || Capitol extension, and that the gentleman from Vir- |} no doubt been misled, and I am satisfied has not 
committees, the appropriation bills cannot be || ginia had recommended persons for office at Har- || Knowingly lent himself to this unjustifiable ‘and 
assed. . || per’s Ferry armory. So far as l am referred to, || disreputable effort to prejudice the armory qués- 
Mr. BAYLY. The bills which I have to report || the Secretary of War communicates to this House || tion by misrepresenting and assailing myself and 
will not consume much time. One of them is to || what is not true, as 1 never made application for || others; 
execute the reciprocity treaty; but I do not pro- |! Commissioner of Public Buildings, when that || Now, I have written a letter to the Secretary 
pose to put it on its passage at this session. office “t included the supervision of the Capitol || of the Interior calling his attention to the errors 
Mr. HOWE. Ihave endeavored to make some || extension.” The mistake, no doubt, arises from || contained in his letier to the Secretary of War, 
reports from the Committee on Military Affairs, || the letter of the Secretary of the Interior, who || and do not doubt he will cheerfully correct them; 
and have always been met with objection. I object, || writes to the Secretary of War and communicates || and I ask that the rinting of the communication 
unless the proposition of the Speaker be adopted, || a note written by me on the 31st of March, 1853, || of the Secretary of War may not be ordered until 


and we shall all havea fair chance. at the request of several gentlemen of this city;’| 1 can receive the answer of the Secretary of the 
Mr. BAYLY. 1 move to suspend therulesfor || and the most urgent in requesting me to write it || Interior. I want the antidote to go with the 
the purpose indicated. | was the late General Armstrong. poison. 
The question was taken; and- the rules were The note referred to related to the office of the Mr. FAULKNER. When the gentleman from 
suspended. Commissioner of Public Buildings. I stated in it || Massachusetts, (Mr. Dickinson,]some days ago, 
RECIPROCITY TREATY. |j to the Secretary that I had been importuned by || submitted his resolution asking the information 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee on Foreign || any of the citizens of Washington, because of || now furnished by the War Department, it. was 
Affairs, reported a bill ‘to carry into effect a || Some supposed fitness which they imagined I pos- l| objected to by my friend from Maryland, [Mr. 
treaty between the United States and Great Brit- sessed for that post, to seek for the office of Com- || Vansanv,] and also by the gentleman from Fén- 
ain, signed the 5th day of June, 1854;” which || missioner. I did not ask for the appointment, || nessee, [Mr. CHURCHWELL.] At my request they 
wae read a first and second time by its title, re- |i nor did I really desire it. I only stated that if it ij withdrew their objections, and the resolution was 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state || Were conferred on me, I would endeavor to dis- || adopted. I thought the inquiry a very small af- 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. - j| charge its duties. But ina very short time after || fair, and scarcely worthy of the attention of the 

7 $ i ae I published a card declining to have anything to | gentleman from Massachusetts, or of the consid- 

Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee on Foreign puoush e S 4 y S : n a 
Affairs, reported back Senate bills and resolu- |! do with ity and refusing to be considered as seek- | eration of Congress. Still, as the statement had 
tion of the following titles; which were severally i| Ingeor desiring the office. The Secretary of the |j gone abroad, and, been widely circuħted, that 
referred to the Committee of thg Whole House, |, Interior says: į Some of the commissioners engaged in the investi~ 


appear before the country in some authenticform, 


A š 7 to such transfer it had been under the immediate supervis 
or the relief of Hiram Paulding; : ae : 
hoes &3 | that those concerned in the inquiry might fear- 


4 : A 1] ion of the Commissioner, an officer of the Departinent, who | 
An act for the relief of the representatives of || ‘| lesol A h f h b see 
Thomas D. Anderson, deceased, late consul of ; essiy contront the accusation, and have justice 


t 

the United States at Tripoli; (| Now, sir, here is avery great mistake, which li done to their character and motives, The inquiry 

Joint resolution manifesting the sense of Con- || l am sure must be unintentional by Mr. McClel- || Was, in many respects, objectionable in principle, 
gress towards Commander Edward Marshall, land. You can readily see the effect of it. The | but it did not become the friends of these gentle- s 
commanding her Britannic Majesty’s ship Vira- || idea conveyed is, that I sought the office of the |’ men to oppose any obstacle to the full develop- 
go, and the officers and crew who were detached || Commissioner of Public Buildings in order that I ment of the truth. So, when the response of the 
by his order for the relief of the surveying party might have the disbursement of the fund appro- | Secretary of War was received a few moments 

der the command of Lieutenant J. G. Strain; || Priated for the extension of the Capitol; and as a |! ago, and partially read at the Clerk’s table, [ asked 
erase ’ || member of the select committee, my conduct had ‘i that its further reading be dispensed with, and 

An act for the relief of William Duer. been controlled by motives of disappointment, I | printed. 

Mr. COBB. I id ask the unanimous cone had met with no disappointment, and any infer- ‘| My friend from Kentucky (Mr. Stanton] now 

ki : Woy d ence that my course has been directed by such ‘| asks that the motion to print be reconsidered; and 
sent of the House that the House proceed to re- || motives is absolutely false. Why, sir, the Capi- | in his remarks sustaining his proposition he has 
ceive reports from committees. I have no reports || tol extension was not under the specific direction of :; informed the House that my name is alluded to 
to make myself. If there be objection, I shall || the President of the United States; and the very || in the report of the Secretary of War, and that 
move a suspension of the rules. law which put it under his direction, required that | a letter of mine is among the papers ordered to 
NATIONAL ARMORIES, ETC. he should appoint an architect, who was charged |: be published. Sir, the Secretary of War, or an 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, || with the disbursement of the money. Atthetime ! other Secretary, is at perfect liberty to publish 
I rise to a question of privilege. I move to re- || the late Administration went out of power, the |; any letter of mine addressed to him officially 
consider the vote by which the communication | architect who was in charge of the work had the i| or privately, so far as I care. Certain it is that 
from the Secretary of War, received this morning, |! disbursement of the fund, gave bonds, and settled |! no letter of mine wili be found in any Department 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed, | his account regularly every month at the Comp- `| of this Government presenting my name for any 
so that I may be afforded an opportunity to cor- Executive post or appointment. No, sir; I have 
rect some mistakes made therein, concerning my- 


troller’s office. The Commissioner of Public 
self as a member of this House . T'he communi- || than you, Mr. Speaker. He had nothing what- i| that at no period of my life, nor under any Ad- 


acted in the capacity of disbursing agent.” 


i 


and ordered to be printed: “The extension of the United States Capitol is the only || gation at Springfield had been applicants fôr the 
A t for the relief of the personal represent- || Civil public work the subject of inquiry by the special coni- i place of civil superintendent; as that statement 
JAD BOL OF Une © p P :| mittee of the House of Representatives with which this De- 1] had been denied, and as many unfounded and 
atives of William A. Slocum; $ || partment has any connection. By order of the President, | exaggerated r ort had gained currency on that 
An act to make compensation to Henry Cron- |, issued on the Ist of April, 1853, the charge and supervision || $8 eports g y a 
chey for extra services; ) of this work was transferred to your Department. Previous i subject, İ thought it better that the facts should 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Buildings had no more connection with the work || the proud gratification to say before this House, 
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ministration which has ever exercised power infi 
this country, has my name, directly or indirectly, 

been presented to any President or Cabinet Minis- 

ter for office. The letter written by me, and now 

to be published, is one recommending a most ex- | 
cellent and competent rnechanic to the post of 
master armorer at Harper’s Ferry. f made that 

recommendation, not oaly from my own sense of 
its propriety, but because urged and instructed to 

do so by a large body of my constituents. That 

letter has. been eviscerated from the files of the 

War Department, where it has been permitted to 

slumber for more than twelve months, and is now 

laid before this Flouse for the avowed and sole ob- 

ject of detracting from the great weight and influ- 

ence of the evidence of Adam Rhuleman, by seek- 

ing to show that he was interested in the change 

of superintendency at Harper’s Ferry. 

L cannot see how this fact can support the con- 
clusion sought to be drawn from it. His applica- 
tion for the post was made, and his testimony 
given, under the military superintendency. He did 
not come forward asa volunteer to testify. He 

. was brought before the committee by the stern 
mandate of this House, and hisevidence is marked 
by ail that clearness, force, and caution which dis- 
tinguishes an honest and truthful witness. l) 
know Mr. Rhuleman well, and F know him to 
possess a reputation for truth not excelled by any 
of his assailants. I feel proud of the interest | 
which I havetaken in hisadvancement. I desired 
him to fill the place of a man at Harper’s Ferry, | 
who had by his partisan conduct rendered himself 
unworthy of the post. The Secretary of War, in | 
my judgment, erred most grossly in permitting 
him to remain in office one hour after he had him- | 
self pronounced a severe official jadgment upon | 
his conduct; and t here assert that the interests of į 
the Government could not have been better sub- 
served than by the appointment of Mr. Rhuleman 
to the place to which I recommended him, and 
which he is so eminently qualified to fill. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I did notin- 
tend to convey any such impression. 

Mr, KEITT. Mr. Speaker, I did not expect 
to engage in any discussion upon this subject 
again this session. The information just com- 
municated to the Flouse by the Secretary of War, 
in conformity with a resolution of this body, | 
have not had time to éxamine. I desire, however, 
to have it printed, as it throws light upon the evi- 
dence submitted to the special committee as to the 
change‘of superintendence of the armories. My 
friend from Massachusetts (Mr. Dickinson] sub- 
mitted. his resolution to me before offering it to 
the House. I concurred in the propriety of get- 


ting the information called for in it, as it would i! 


hereafter enable the House to act with more de- 
liberation, and with more fullness of knowledge. 
I had hengd that most of the witnesses who tes- 
tified before the committee, had been dismissed 
for good cause from the armories, and were again 
applying for admission into the armories, or were 
applying for offices in it, and if employed, were 
making applications for higher offices. I under- 
stood, too, that some of the commissioners who 
had been appointed to examine into the condition | 
and management of the armories, and who had 
conducted an examination into the one at Spring- 
field, had made application for the superintend- 
ency of one or more of said armories. This | 
information E desired the House to be put in 
possession of. in every civilized community a || 
witness is ruled from the stand who has a personal 
and specific interest in the issue. “he louse 
adopted the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron,] as f conceived, upon 
the testimony of these witnesses, and the report 
of these commissioners. Now, sir, if it appeared 
that all, or nearly allof these persons, upon whose 
statements and advice this charge was made, were |i 


as Ophelja cried “ Willow, willow.” t 


| us all—with each of us. All of our constituencies | 
| 
| 
| 


. . . . Co 
‘and intriguing portion of them. If they dare to |] 


| the most profitable management of the armories, 


personally interested in the issue of the cause 
in which their testimony was given, might f not i 
expect or hope that the [louse would review its |i 
decision? i 
Mr. VANSANT. Does the gentleman from |i 
South Carolina say all the witnesses were appli- |! 
cants? i 
Mr. KEITT. 1 am not sure, but I think all i! 
were, H 
Mr. VANSANT. Mr. Hobbs was not; he /| 
left the armory because of vile oppression. i 
Mr. KEITT. Iam sick, sir, sick of this ery || 
of oppression—oppression. Oppression has been || 


| it be that the ety men in our land trained up by į; 


i ciall 


rang in our ears with as much sobbing tenacity | 
should į 
Tke to héar or see some proof of the oppression, | 
apart from declamation. My friend from Mary- ; 
land [Mr. Vansant] is honest, perfectly honest; - 
but l cannot agree with him that oppression has : 
been proved ia any case. I may be mistaken, | 
sir, in saying thatevery witness was an applicant, | 
but l have heard that nearly all were. However, ' 
sir, the communication from the Secretary of 
War will show everything. 

. I was saying, sir, that if all, or nearly all, of: 
those upon whose statements or advice the change || 
in the management of the armories was made, || 
were interested in the result, would not the House || 
regard their testimony as biased and unreliable, | 
and its own decision, thus influenced, as unwise ? | 
I repeat, sir, that in every civilized community |; 
a witness is ruled from the stand, if he has ‘a: 
personal interest in the issue of the case he pro- | 
poses to testify in, unless he releases such interest. || 
These witnesses, tt is said, have such interest, and | 
have not released—will they be unprejudiced wit- | 
nesses? Interest, sir, unconsciously warps. I | 
did think, sir, that with these material, important, i 
and flagrant facts brought to the attention of the | 
House, its decision would be reviewed. | thought 
so, because it was a matter of prime interest with 


are interested in the profitable and economical 
management of these armories, and in ihe efficient 
and skillful manufacture of arms. They are in- 
terested in their profitable management, because 
they pay the taxes out of which they are sup- || 
ported, and they are interested in the skillful man- 
ufacture of arms, because their sons and kinsmen, 
or friends and neighbors, may commit, in batue, | 
their lives and honor upon their efficiency. I did | 
think then, sir, that the [ouse would review a 
material change like this, when the testimony 
upon which it made it wasdestroyed. Here, too, 
I may say that I have heard, and other members 
have heard, of threats and rumors of expulsion, 
when this change has been consummated. 

It will be remembered that, when the change 
was under discussion, Í told the committee that 
it would inure to the benefit of the politicians. : 
Yes, sir, in a struggle, the “ spoils”? will go to | 
them, Sir, I believed that behind the ‘masked | 

i 


battery’? of the “ mechanics,” they were firing | 
upon the public interest and the Treasury. This | 
belief has been deepened by recent rumors. We } 
have been told here that intriguers for the change | 
in the management of the armories, and for put- ; 
ting them under the control, as it is said, of ** ci- ; 
vilians,’’ have threatened the expulsion of every | 
mechanic who did not aid and codperate for the | 
rocurement of this change. Yes, sir, these ; 
‘ mechanics,” whose interests are so dear, are to | 
be sacrificed, unless they belong to the agitating |! 


uphold the public interest, if they dare to uphold 


if they dare to refuse participation in a scheme of 
agitation to change an existing law, they are to 
be sacrificed. Yes, sir, in a scheme of agitation, 
those who will not share in the plot are to be offered 
up as a holocaust to appease the vengeance of the 
intriguers. And this is protection to the ‘* me- || 
chanical interest,” If this be protection, then God 
save the mark ! 

Let me ask the House, sir, to look this matter || 
in the eye. It is said that the mechanics in the :| 
armoties, who refused to agitate forthe change, in | 
the event of theconsummation of such change, are 
to be dismissed. Sir, t fear that this is a prelude 
to a political saturnalia. f fear you will make | 
these armories political shambles. Threatenings | 
of these expulsions have already come to us; and | 
when the change is made, the shrift will be short, 
and the Jeath warrant quickly madeout. Sir, can 


il 
special instruction to superintend the manufacture | 
of arms, are to be exciuded from such office? Can || 
it be, sir, that the Administration is to be excluded i] 
in the selection of its agents from that class spe- | 
y instructed to the performance of the duties | 
involved in the office to be filled? 

Mr. Speaker, I will not trouble the House fur- ; 
ther. I desired to invoke its attention to the fact | 
that many of the witnesses were interested. i 

Mr. VANSANT. If you want disinterested l 


witnesses, where will you get them? i 


Mr. KEITT. Sir, I will only say that one of | 


the witnesses came from my own State, [Major 
Huger.] His family is one of revolutionary re- 
nown. His name one which gems the brightest 
page of the history of my own State. He won 
laurels, too, in the Mexican war. He had been 
superintendent at Harper’s Ferry, but was not 
when examined before us. He told me he went 
there as a matter of duty only, and it Was regarded 
by all the officers as unpleasant duty. He re- 
ceived no compensation as superintendent, and 
was subjected to continual annoyance and perse- 
cution. Sir, he was a disinterested witness. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 1 hope the gentleman from 
Kentucky will send up to the Clerk’s desk and 
have read the letter written by him to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly; I have no objection. 

The letter was then read by the Clerk. 

Mt. STANTON. Iam ready to say, and re- 
peat what I said before, that this was the only 
document, in reference to this matter, which went 
to the Department; and this was written at the re- 
quest of General Armstrong. I make the motion 
to reconsider, in order to afford the Secretary of 
the Interior an opportunity to correct the error 
which fam sure he has unintentionally committed, 
with respect to this matter. I want but the facts 
as they really existed. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken; and, upon a division, 
there were—ayes 40, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

The question was then taken upon the recon- 
sideration; and, upona division, there were—ayes 
35, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote. 


The rules were then suspended; and it was 


Ordered, That for halfan hour reports be received from 
committees for reference only, and that should not give rise 
to debate. 


Mr. HIBBARD, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to whom was referred Senate bill 
(No. 380) ‘* to authorize the coinage of gold pieces 
of the value respectively of ten eagles and five 
eagles, and for other purposes,” reported the same 
back to the House with an amendment, in the 
nature of a substitute. 

Mr. McDOUGALL asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to put the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. ORR objected. 

Objection being made to the p&ssage of the bill, 
it was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BIULL. 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways 
and Means have also instructed me to report back 
House bill No. 336, entitled ‘“ An act making ap- 
propriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1855.” There are seven amendments to the bill, 
adopted by the Senate, in two of which the 
Committee of Ways and Means recommend con- 
currence. Those two are Nos. Land 4. In the 
rest of the Senate’s amendments the committee 
recommend non-concurrence. | hope the House 
will now proceed to consider these amendments. 

The Senate’s amendments make appropriations. 
With the consent of the Fouse, we can act upon 
them without referring the bill to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. If objection be made, the 
bill and amendments must go to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HAVEN. f object. 

The SPEAKER. Then the bill and amend- 
ments must go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. . 

Mr. HAVEN. Is the bill so referred now? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. HAVEN. By what process? 

The SPEAKER. By the order of the House 
that bills should be reported by the committees, 
and reported without debate. By the unanimous 
consent of the House the rules were suspended 
for that purpose. 

Mr. HAVEN. Well, I ask the Speaker how 
this bill was put in the position that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means could report on it? 

The SPEAKER. It was referred to that com- 
mittee this morning. 

Mr. HAVEN. I beg pardon of the Speaker. 
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T understood that the friends of the river and har- 
bor bill would have allowed no such business to 
be done. {Laughter.] : 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. I am instructed 
by the Committee of Claims, to report. back Sen- 
ate bill (Now 361) ‘for the relief of Frederick 
Vincent, administrator of James Le Caze, survivor 
of Le Caze & Mallet,” with anamendment. [ hope 
it will be put upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. It can only-be done by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. MILLER. Then lask that it be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

I was so ordered. 

Mr. RUFFIN, from the same committees re- 
ported adversely on the petition of Isaac C. Lock- 
wood; also, adversely on the petition of Archibald 
M. Kitzmiller; also, adversely on the petition of 
Benjamin M. Sayer; which reports were severally 
ordered to be laid on the table, and printed. 

Mr. VANSANT. Etis evident that there is a 
determination upon the part of the minority of the 
House not to take up any appropriation bills; and 
as I feel fatigued, | move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Before that motion is put, I 
ask leave to make a report from the Committee |! 
on Territories. ‘ 

The SPEAKER. There is an order that the 
committees shall make reports for half an hour, 
and in that time all the reports can be got in. 

Mr. Vansanv’s motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. FENTON, from the Committee’ on Com- 
merce, reported back House bill (Nos 395) to 
amend an act entitled * An act to provide for re- 
cording the evidence of vessels, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed July 29, 1850. Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on thestateof the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported 
to increase the compensation of the inspectors of 
customs; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be |! 
printed. - 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of James Hol- 
stein; which was,read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole | 
House, and the bill and report ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred a bill to provide for the sale 
of the public lands in the Territory of Nebraska, 
and to establish a land office therein; and a bill to 
provide for the survey and sale of the public lands 
in the Territory of Kansas, and to establish a land 
office therein, reported back the’same, and asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, on the ground that the objects of the bills 
had been accomplished by another act. 

lt was so ordered. x 


Mr. SFANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com i 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relie 
of William Case; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and the bill and report 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred Senate bill (No. 194) to provide a 
place for a post office in the city of Philadelphia, 
and for the courts of the United States for the 
eastern district of Pennsylvania, reported back the 
same, and asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, on the ground that the ob- 
ject of the bill had been accomplished by another 
bill. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a billto regulate the salaries of the 
district judges of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. PARKER. I ask the permission of the 
House to put the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. PARKER. Then I move to suspend the 
rules to enable me to do so. 


| pu 


| Affairs, 


The SPEAKER. The motion cannot be made, 


as we are now acting under the suspension of the 
rules. cE 

Mr. PARKER. ‘hen I hope the gentleman 
from New. York will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. WALSH. | cannot withdraw it. 

Mr. PARKER. ‘Then | withdraw the bill. 

No objection being made, the bill was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the following Senate bills; 
which were referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed: 

An act authorizing the legal representatives of 
Antonie Vasquez, Ey polite Vasquez, Joseph Vas- 
quez, and John Calligan, to enter certain lands in 
Missouri. ` 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of William Weeks. 

An act for the benefit of the heir-at-law of Lieu- 
tenant C. A. Wickliffe. 

Mr. NICHOLS. 1 now desire to report, from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, a Senate 
bill “ appointing commissioners to ascertain cer- 
tain facts relative to certain private land claims in 
the State of Michigan.” It is to ascertain all the 
facts that can be ascertained as to what law these 
claims are under, whether they have not expired 
by limitation, &c. It is important that the bill 
should be passed during the present session. 
There can be no reasonable objection to it, and | 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to put it 
upon its passage. 

Mr. WALSH. 


I object. 
Mr. NICHOLS. 


I appeal to the gentleman 


| from New York to withdraw his objectidh. It is 


of very great importance that it should be passed. 

Mr. WALSH. I do not withdraw my objec- 
tion, : 

Mr. NICHOLS. I have another bill from the 
same committee which I am also very anxious 
should be put upon its passage. It is Senate bill 
(No. 297) for the relief of Sylvanus Culver. I 
hope no member of the House will object. [tis a 
revolutionary claim. The claimant, | know, is a 
very worthy person, and the claim is a just one. 
I ask the unanimous consent of the House to put 
the bill upon its passage. i 

There was no objection; and the bill was read 
in extenso by the Clerk. . 

It provides for granting one hundred and twenty 
acres of land to Sylvanus Culver. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. NICHOLS. On Friday Jast, under a mis- 
apprehension of the state of facts as to theaction 


| of our committee, Senate bill No. 336 was laid 


upon the table. I ask now that that bill may be 
taken up and placed upon the Calendar, or, if 1 
can have the unanimous consent of the House, 
he bill on its passage. 
r. MACDONALD. 
put on its passage. 

Mr. MILLER. Ifthe gentleman from Maine 
understoed the circumstances under which this 
bill was laid upon the table the other day, L think 
that he would withdraw his objection to the bill 


I object to the bill being 


now. 
| Mr. MACDONALD. I cannot withdraw my 


objection. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. GREENWOOD, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 233) 
for the relief of Susan Coody and others, with a 
recommendation that it do pass; which was re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Military 
reported a bill; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, as follows, referred toa 


‘Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
| accompanying report, ordered to be printed: 


A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of John Randon, deceased. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, reported a 
bill; which was read a first and second time by its 
title, as follows: 

A bill for the relief of Captain Isidore D. Beau- 

rand. 
$ Mr. EDGERTON. TI ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to put that bill on its passage. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The bill was referred to a Committee of the 


| Whole House, and, with the, accompanying re- 


port, ordered to be printed: aa ; 

Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Naval Àf- 
fairs, reported a bill for. the relief of. Lieutenant 
J. C. Carter; which was read the frat.and second 
time by its-title, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered. to 
be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee of Ways 


; and Means, reported House bil! (No. 289) tau- 


thorizing the payment, by the Secretary of~ the 
Treasury, of certain drafts drawn by Lieutenant 
Dement for ransom of American citizens, prison- 
ers of the Indians of Queen Charlotte Island, and 
for other purposes; which was laid on the table, 
and the committee discharged from its further con- 
sideration. 

Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Charles J. 
Porcher; which was read the first and second time 
by its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. ; 

Mr. CRAIGE. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds to report 
the following bill: a 

An act to authorize the extension and comple- 
tion of the Treasury Buildings; and also the con- 
struction of a building for the War, Navy, and 
Interior Departments. $ 

Lask the unanimous consent of the House to 
put the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I hope gentlemen will allow 
me to make a short statement in regard to the ne- 
cessity of the passage of this bill, I have been 
trying to get the floor for the last ten or twelve 
days, and have sought it again and again for the 
purpose of making this report. The bill has al- 
ready passed the Senate. Every Administration, 
from the days of General Jackson down to this 
time, has recommended the erection of these build- 
ingss and every head of the Department, from that 
time to this, has recommended it. At this partic- 
ular time, | am informed, that the public archives 
of the country are actually in the greatest danger. 
The records of the Treasury Department and the 
State Department are exposed to destruction for 
rhe want of a suitable place in which to deposit 
them. 

Mr. WALSH. 
drawn. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 
pended. 

The SPEAKER. - That motion would not be 
in order, as the House is new acting under a sus- 
pension of the rules. 

On motion by Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, it was 

Ordered, That Jacob Benner, of Ross county, Ohio, have 
leave to withdraw papers filed by him, in order that he 
might present them to the Commissioner of Patents. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Territories to report the following bill: 

A bill declaring the southern boundary of New 
Mexico. 

I ask that the bill may be read for the informa- 
tion of the House, with a view of putting it upon 
its passage, in accordance with the recommenda- 
tion of the committee. I ask that the bill may bew 
read, So that every gentleman will see at once the 
necessity that exists for its passage. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope there will be no objec- 
tion; and that the bill will be allowed to pass. 

There being no objection, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and having 
been engrossed, it was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. CHURCH WELL, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill; whiche 
was read a first“and second time by its title, as 
follows, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed: : 

An act in addition to an act entitled “ An act 
to continue half pay to certain widows and or- 
phans,”’ approved February 3, 1853. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. In relation to the bill just 
reported from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, I ask that the rules be suspended, with 
a view of having that bill sent to the Senate, 

The SPEAKER. If not objected to, joint rules 
16 and 17 will be suspended in this particular case, 
and the bill will be sent to the Senate. 

There being no objection, the rules were sus- 
pended. 


My objection is not with- 


I move that the rules be sus- 
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Mr. EDMUNDSON, from the. Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported back the following bill, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass: 

An act for the relief of Nancy Payne and Sarah 
Laramee. * 

‘Mr. E., from the same committee, presented 
an adverse report on the petition of Ellen A. 
Schmuck, 

Mr. E., from the same committee, reported a 
bill; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, as follows, referred toa Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Jeptha L. Heraminger. 

Mr. E. I am instructed by the same committee 


to report adversely on the petitions of Esther Bart- | 


lett, and another, inasmuch as one of the general 
bills passed covers the cases, 

The petition and reports were laid on the table. 

Mr. E.: I am also instructed, by the same 
committee, to report back, under the same cir- 
cumstances, a bill for the relief of certain widows 
and orphans. 

Laid on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the Elouse to offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That joint rule No, 16 be so far suspended as 


to receive from the Senate a bill changing the name of the 
brig Glamorgan, 


There being no objection, rule No. 16 was sus- | 


pended for the purpose indicated. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

the Speaker’s table a joint resolution of the Sen- 

ate proposing to suspend joint rules’ Nos. 16 and 


The SPEAKER. There is, to suspend them 
generally. 


Mr. JONES. Then I propose we take up that | 


resolution, and act upon it. 

The SPEAKER, The House is now acting 
under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Lask if the thirty minutes, 


for which the rules were suspended, have not | 


expired? 
‘he SPEAKER, The time has expired. 

Mr.STRAUB. Although the time has expired, 
I hope the balance of the committees will be per- 
mitted to go on and make their reports. 

The SPEAKER. There are but three or four 
committees more, and the Chair ho 
be permitted to report. 

No objections were made, and 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 


Invalid Pensions, to which was referred Senate | 


bill (No. 191) for the relief of ‘Thomas B. Par- 
sons, reported back the same, and asked to put it 
upon its passage. 


Mr. WALSH objecting, the bill was referred 


to a Committee of the Whole House, and the | 


bill and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. VAIL, from the same committee, to which 
was referred Senate bill (No. 276) for the relief of 
Mrs. Ann W. Angus, reported back the same, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 


The bill was referred to a Committee of the | 
Whole House, and the bill and report ordered to | 


be printed. 


Mr. V. also, from the same committee, to | 

@ which was referred Senate bill (No. 192) for the! 
a . i 
relief of Amos Knapp, reported the same back to | 


the Elouse, with a recommendation that it do not 
pass. . 
The bill was ordered to be laid upon the table. 


Mr. STRAUB, from the Committee on In-! 


Is there not on! 


pes they may | 


valid Pensions, to which were referred the petition : 


of William Jacox, a soldier in the war of 1812, 


for a pension; the petition of Adam Hays, late í 


a surgeon in the United States Army, for back | 


+ pension; the petition of William Clark, asking | 


arrearages of pay as an invalid pensioner; and 


the petition of John Fullins, asking for a pension, | 


made adverse reports upon the same respectively; 
and they were ordered to be laid upon the table. 


Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Com- | 


merce, to which was referred Senate bill (No. 245) 


to amend the provision of the fifty-sixth section | 
of the act entitled ** An act to regulate the collec- : 


tion of duties on im 


ports and tonnage,” approved ;; 


March 2, 1779; reported back the same, with a 


recommendation that it do pass, 
Mr. FULLER. I ask that the bill ma 
pul upon its passage now. 


Mr. WALSH. I object. 


y be 


- The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and the bill and 
report ordered to be printed. 


Mr. EDMANDS, from the Committee on In- | 


valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Lot 
Davis; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. i 

Mr. EDGERTON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of John Putnam. ; 

Mr. E. lask to put that bill upon its passage. 

No objection being made, the bill was read a 
first and second time. ; 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
subsequently read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FULLER. The gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Wausu,] consents to withdraw his 


objection to the Senate bill which {| reported a | 


short time since, and I now move that the bill be 
put upon its passage. It is Senate bill (No. 
145) to amend the provisions of the fifty-sixth 


section of an act entitled ‘* An act to regulate the | 


collection of duties on imports and tonnage, ap- 
proved the 2d of March, 1799.” 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Tt was then ordered to a third reading, and was 
accordingly read a third time, and passed. 


PAY OF THE EMPLOYEES OF THE HOUSE, 

Mr. SMITH, of Va. I havea resolution for 
the introduction of which I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House, and to which I am sure 
there will be no objection. I desire to offer the 
following: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to report 
to this House at its next session, the amount received by 
each of its employees from all sources for the services per- 
formed by them during the presen ssion; the amount 
they will be entitled to reccive unde e existing laws at 
the next session ; and also the time each is actually and 
necessarily employed during the present Congress, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
to the gentleman that he specify the number of his 
committee 

Mr. SMITH. I will say five. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was 
considered and adopted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a privi- 
leged question. I move that the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted be reconsidered, and 
that the motion to reconsider do lie upon the 
table. . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDGERTON. 1 move to suspend the 16th 


|} and 17th joint rules, to enable the bill, which has 


Just been passed, to be sent to the Senate and be 
signed by the President. 
Mr. WALSH. T object. We have had enough 
of this sort of business. 
thing out of the regular order. ə 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania, from” the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of cer- 
tain crimes against the United States; which was 
read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. PRESTON, I will ask the House to put 
that bill on its passage. There is no statute in 
our books to punish the forgery of land warrants 
or assignments, Forgeries have been committed, 
and the culprits have escaped. The bill provides 


a remedy, and I think that it ought to be passed | 


before we adjourn. 

Objection was made, and the bill was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the'state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on the 


dicia reported a bill; whi t j; : 
Judiciary, reported a bill; which was read a first of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


and second time by its title, as follows, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed: 
A bill for the relief of Edward Burcher. 
Mr. FENTON asked and obtained leave to int 


troduce a bill; which was read a first and second | 


time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

Commerce. ‘The bill is entitled: 

_ An act in relation to the employment of appren- 

tices in the merchant service of the United States. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. l offer the following 


resolution: * 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
procure a report from F. W. Lander, civil engineer, of a 
railroad route from Puget’s Sound, by Fort Hail, to Great 
Salt Lake and the Mississippi river; and that he cause a 
copy thereof to be furnished to thia House. 


Í would suggest | 


I shall object to any- j 
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Resolved, further, That the reports of surveys for a rail- 
road to the Pacific made under the direction of the Secre~ 


i tary of War, also the said report of F. W. Lander, be 


printed for the use of the House during the recess. 

Mr. WALSH. 1 object. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to suspend the 
rules for the purpose indicated, 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended, i 

Mr.LETCHER. Idemand the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the resolution. 

The question was put; and there were only 
thirteen in thè affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. There are only one hundred 
and four members in the Hall. 


Mr. ORR. I move that there bea call of the 
House. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I demand tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to have tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, Wenr- 
WORTH, of Massachusetts, and CHAMBERLAIN, 
were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 23, noes 103. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. ORR. I should like to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. McDovcatr] if the 
survey of Puget’s Sound, by Fort Hall and Salt 
Lake City, to the Mississippi river, has been 
already made? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Ithas been made, and the 
engineer who made it is now in Washington. 

Mr. ORR. Then I have no objection to the 
resolution. . 3 

Mr. WALSH. The survey has been made, I 
believe, for a private company; and the object of 
this resojution is to get Congress now to pay for 
the expense of it. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN and Mr. McDOU- 


GALL. Not at all. 


Mr. UPHAM. [If it bein order, I should be 


| glad to state to the House, briefly, the facts of the 


case. Mr. Lander was employed as the chief 


| civil engineer accompanying Governor Stevens in 


his explorations to Puget’s Sound last winter. 
At the request of the Legislature of the Territory of 
Washington, and under their auspices, he started 
for Puget’s Sound with but four men. He explored 
a country never before explored—a country full 
of dangers and difficulties. And he has ascer- 
tained a perfectly practicable route for a railroad 
from Puget’s Sound, to a point if intersection with 
the central route of the Pacific railroad. He also 
explored the country from the mountains to 
Council Bluffs. And his explorations are known 
to be of great value. He is a competent and ex- 
perienced railroad engineer, and was acting, as I 


| have said, under the auspices of the new territo- 


rial government of Washington. And if this 
House is to act next winter, on the great question 
of the Pacific railroad, it will be of extreme im- 
portance to have the facts which he has collected 
brought before them. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 
« Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolution on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The question was then taken on the resolution; 
and it was adopted. 


THE POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HIBBARD. For the purpose of acting 


I move to lay the 


jon the general post office appropriation bill, I 
: move that the rules be suspended, and that the 


House do now resolve itself into the Committee 


Mr. PRESTON. 

Mr. HAVEN. 
agreed to. 

The question was taken;and, ona division, there 
were—ayes 71, noes 72. 

So (two thirds not having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois. I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PRINGLE. 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHURCH- 
WELL and Marreson were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers re- 


I object. 
I hope the motion will not be 


I calt for tellers upon the 


| ported—ayes 30, (a sufficient number;) and the 


yeas and nays were ordered. 
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The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 85, nays 45; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, Belcher, 
Bocock, Boyee, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, | 
Chamberlain, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, | 
John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Eddy, Edgerton, 
John M. Eliott, Ellison, English, Florence, Franklin, Ful- 
ler, Gamble, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, 
Hibbard, Johnson, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
Kerr, Kidwell, Kurtz, Latham, Letcher, Macdonald, Me- | 
Mullin, McNair, McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, May, Smith | 
Miller, Millson, Morrison, Nichols, Noble, Orr, Packer, 
John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, 
Riddle, Robbins, Ruffin, Shower, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. | 
Stephens, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, John J. Tay- 
lor, Thurston, Vansant, Walbridge, Walsh, Westbrook, 
Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Bennett, Carpenter, Chand- 
ler, Cook, Corwin, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, 
Farley, Fenton, Giddings, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 
Haven, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Knox, Lindsley, Matteson, 
Morgan, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Pres- 
ton, Pringle, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, 
Sapp, Seward, Simmons, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Upham, Wade, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, John Wentworth, and Tappan Wentworth—45. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the st&e of the : 
Union, (Mr. Wricur, of Pennsylvania, in the | 
chair.) 

_ The CHAIRMAN. . The first business in order 
-is the consideration of the Senate amendments to j 
the Post Office bill. The amendments will be re- 

ported. 

First amendment: ‘ 

Page two, after line nine, insert the following : 

. For compilation of post routes, as contained. in the bill 
passed at the present session of Congress establishing 
routes, $1,000. 

To enable the Postmaster General to purchase the patent 
of the “ clam-shel! padiock,’? should he be of opinion that 
the public service requires it, the sum of $10,000. 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. I will not detain the committee by | 
debating it, as it recommends itself. 

The amendment was concurred in. | 


Second amendment: 

At the end of the bill add the following section : 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That hereafter the 
Postmaster General be authorized and directed to continue 
the mail service between Charleston, Key West, and Ha- 
vana, during August and September, by a competent steam- 
er, as itis now being performed during ten months of the 
year; and that to enable him to do so, $10,000 are hereby 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated 


Mr. HIBBARD. The route referred to in that 
amendment is not now recognized by any law, and 
the amendment establishes, therefore, a new route. ! 
The Committee of Ways and Means recommend 
a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Third amendment: 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be al- 
lowed and paid to the postmaster of Washington city, Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, out of any money in the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated, a commission of one mill per 
pound upon the aggregate weight of public documents 
printed by order of Congress, and deposited in the office of | 
said postmaster to be mailed; the said allowance to com- 
mence with the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1853, and to 
be computed for the first year for the ascertained weight 
for the month of January, 1854. And that the said post- 
master be required to pay out of the said commissions to the 
clerks and other employees of his office, a sum not exceed- 
ing $250 each, per annum, as compensation for the extra 
labor performed by them in the assortment and mailing of 
said documents; and that he be required to account for, and 
settle with, the Post Office Department, for the disburse- 
ment of these commissions, and any surplus that may re- 
main, in the same manner as is now required in the settle- 
ment of his other accounts, 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways 
and Means being of the opinion that the adoption 
of that amendment would produce a great and 
unnecessary expense, recommend a non-concur- 
rence. 


H 
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ation of the committee will not be agreed to, but 


|| ment will be concurred in. 


that the House will concur in the Senate amend- 
ment in that particular. 1 have had some experi- | 
ence in connection with the Post Office Department | 


133 


1 
| 
| 
Mr. VANSANT. Ihopethat the recommend- 
{ 
I 


in this country, in one of our largest offices, and 
I know something of the nature and extent of the 


-|| services required to be perfogned by the clerks in 


that Department. I knaag, of my own observa- 
tion, that the clerks in that department of the ser- 
vice perform more labor, and work more hours, 
than do the clerks connected with any other de- 
partment of the General Government, and they 
are generally poorer paid than the clerks in any 
other office of the General Government; and I do 
hope this amendment will be agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
man from Maryland tell me what officer of this 
Government is not poorly paid, and worked to 
death, at that? {Laughter.] 

Mr. VANSANT. That question is not perti- 
nent to the subject I am discussing. I am speak- 
ing of the labors of the clerks in the Post Office 
Department. 

Mr. JONES. This amendment has no refer- 
ence to the clerks in the Post Office Department. 
It is in reference to the clerks in the city post 
office. 

Mr. VANSANT. I understand all that; but, 
sir, the clerks in the city post office belong to the 
General Post Office Department. 

Mr. JONES. No more than those in the post 
office in the city of Baltimore do. 

Mr. VANSANT. They are a partof the Post 
Office Department; and let me say, that I believe 
the clerks in the post offices, not only in the city 
of Washington, but in the cities of New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, are poorer 
paid and harder worked than the employees in any 
other department of the Government. This 
amendment, I believe, would give them about 4200 
each additional pay. 

pr HIBBARD. It will givethem about $250 
each. 

Mr. VANSANT. I presume the gentleman 
from New Hampshire is right. 

Mr. HIBBARD. It proposes to 
per pound upon all the matter w 
through the office. 

Mr. VANSANT. Well, sir, I hope this amend- 
I do not regard it as 
liberal. Tt is pure, sheer justice to the clerks in 
this post office. 

The amendment to the Senate amendment was 
not agreed to. 

The amendment of the 
concurred in. 

[The committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 


pay one mill 
ich passes 


Senate was then non- 


i| received from the Senate, byAssury Dicuins, Esq., 


their Secretary, informing the House that they had 
concurred in the amendments of the House to the 
bill of the Senate (No. 178) to incorporate the 


National Hotel Company in Washington city; | 


that they had concurred in the amendments of the 
House to the bill of the Senate (No. 179) to con- 


| stitute Pilatka and Bayport, in the State of Florida, 


ports of delivery respectively.] 
The committee then resumed its session. 


Fourth amendment: 


Sec. 5. ind be it further enacted, That the surviving 
late Vice President of the United States shall have, during 
his life, the same authority to frank letters and other mail 
matter, which he possessed while he was in office; and 
the same authority shall belong to future Vice Presidents, 
after they go out of office. 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ROBBINS. 
curring. ` 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. W ALsH and 
FLORENCE were appointed. ` 


I demand tellers upon con- 


The question was put; and, on a division, there | 


were—ayes 57, noes 63. 
The CHAIRMAN, There is no quorum. 
Mr. MORGAN. [hope weshall progress with 
the business without having constantly to drum 
up members. 3 
Mr. ROBBINS. Let us have a recount. 
[Cries of ‘t Call the roll!” 


i! do no such thing. 


The roll was then called, and the following gen- 
tlemen failed to answer to their names: ` as 

Messrs. Aiken, James C, Allen, Ashe, Thomas Hi Bayly, 
Ball, Banks, Barry, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Benton, 
Bissell, Boyce, Breckinridge, Brooks, Campbell, Carpen- 
ter, Chandler, Chase, Chastain, Chrisman, Colquitt, Crock- 
er, Cullom, Cumming, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dean, Dent, 
Dickinson, Disney, Dram, Dunham, Edmundson, John M. 
Elliott, Etheridge, Ewing, Flagler. Goode, Hamilton, An- 
drew J. Harlan, Hastings, Henn, Hiester, Hillyer, Howe, 
Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kittredge, Lamb, Lane, 
Lyon, McCulloch, Mace, Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, 
John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Olds, Packer, Bishop Perkins, 
Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, Ruffin, Seymour, Shannon, 
Singleton, Skelton, Samucl A. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Sollers, David Stuart, Tracy, Trout, Upham, Vail, Walker, 
Warren, Westbrook, Witte, Yates, and Zollicoffer. 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the Union generally under consid- 
eration, and particulariy the Post Office appropria- 
tion bill, @ith the Senate amendments thereto; and 
having found itself without a quorum, had caused 
the roll to be called, and had directed him.to report 
the facts to the House, with the names of the ab- 
sentees, 

A quorum having answered to their names, the 
committee again resumed its session. 

The amendment was again read by the Clerk. 

Mr.STRATTON. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

And the same shall extend to all who have been mem- 
bers of either House of Congress, or who may hereafter be, 
but it shall not extend to those of the present Congress. 

The quéstion was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. 


amendment. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers. . 

Mr. ROBBINS. I wish to state to the Chair, 
that tellers were appointed, the question was taken, 
and the tellers reported, when the committee found 
itself without a quorum. 

`The tellers having resumed their places, the 

question was again put, and the amendment was 
non-concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Crans- 
ton Laurie a reasonable compensation for performing the 
duties of two desks in the Post Office Department, not to 
exceed half pay of a clerk for the time he was so em- 
ployed. 

Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend e non-concurrence in that 
amendment. 

[Cries of “ Question!’ * Question 177} 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I donotknowon what 
ground the committee have come to the conclusion 
to recommend a non-concurrence in this amend- 
ment. The facts with reference to this claim of Mr. 
Laurie’s are succinctly stated in the words of the 
amendment itself. The Senate felt conscious that 

it was a claim of strict justice. Certainly noth- 
| ing but justice is to be subserved by the amend- 
| ment. The Senate adopted it almost without 
| dissenting voicegp ae 

| Taskif this committee are ready to do injustice 
i by refusing this claim. Sir, there is not a duty 
incumbentron us as representatives of the people 
i higher than that of allowing just claims. Seeing 
| as we see, and knowing as we know, that many 
persons in public employment are paid beyond 


| public, it is a duty that we owe to ourselves, to 
encourage the faithful in well-doing. This, sir, is 
| precisely a claim of that nature; and I hope, there- 
fore, that the recommendation of the Committee 
i of Ways and Means will not be followed, but that 
this committee will concur in the amendment of 
the Senate. : $ 
Mr. LETCHER. I hope the committee will 
i Mr. HIBBARD. I have but ohe word to say 
| in reference to this amendment. The Committee 
of Ways and Means have recommended a non- 
concurrence in it, on the ground—as I understand 
it—first ; ; men 
[Loud cries of “+ Question!" * Question 177] 


. The question’ then recurred upon the Senate. 


i 
? 
| 


their just deserts, it is a duty that we owe to the 


2114 TH 


Oo oo maa aaen ane ae aR a 


The question was then taken; and the. Senate 
amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


Sec. 7. Andbe it further enacted, That the Postmaster Gen- 
eral be authorized and directed to establish a mail on the 
Mississippi river froin Cairo to New Orleans, and from Keo- 
kuk, fowa, to Galena, in Ilinois, and that he contract for the 
same in one line, or in such divisions or sections, or both, 
as may be most compatible with the public service; and to 
facilitate the execution of this section, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral may make immediate temporary arrangements for 
carrying said maii by the trip, and if he fails to obtain 
acceptable bids after advertising for thirty days, he may 
inake private contracts fur carrying said mail, and the said 
mail shall be carried daily from Cairo to New Orleans, but 
the Postmaster General is authorized, at his discretion, to 
restrict the delivery. of the mail at all other points than 
Cairo, Memphis, Napoleon, Vicksburg, Natchez, Baton 
„Rouge, and New Orleans, to three mails a week, each way, 
provided nothing herein contained shall be so construed as 
to impair the rights of parties heretofore contracting for 
said service. 


Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 
was received from the President of the Uniied 
States, by Sipwey Wensrer, Esq., his Private 
Secretary, informing the House that h®had signed 
a joint resolution, and bills of the House of the 
following titles: 

Joint resolution directing the accounting officers 
of the Treasury to adjust the accounts of William | 
Woodbury, late pension agent at Portland, Maine; 

An act making appropriations for fortifications 
and other works of defense, and for repairs of bar- 
racks and quarters for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1855; 

An act for the relief of Jesse R, Faulkner, of 
Missouri; 

An act for the relief of James Walsh; 

An act for the relief of W. D. Porter, of the 
United States Navy; 

© An act for the relief of the civil township ‘of 
Marion, in the county of Mercer, Ohio; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hammond, of 
the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of Charlotte S. Westcott; 

An act for the relief of Henry N. Halsted; 

An act for the relief of John Frink; 

An act for the relief of John McVey, and John 
F. McKneely, of Louisiana; 

An act for the relief of Henry J. Snow, of 
Rome, in the State of New York; 

Anact to provide a pension for James K. Welch; 

An act for the further relief of Albro Tripp; 

An act for the relief of James M. Lewis; 

An act for the relief of William EL. Weirech; 

Anact for the relief of Rebecca Baggerley widow 
of David Baggerley; 

An act for the relief of Joseph McMinn; 

An act for the relief of Mary H. Cushing; 

An act to revive the act approved March 3, 
1823, and the act approved May 26, 1824, sup- 
plemental thereto, in reference to the Rio Hondo 
claims to land in Louisiana. 

The committee then resumed its session, and 
resumed the consideration of the Senate amend- 
ments to the Post Office bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. Task that the 
sixth amendment may be again read. 

The amendment was accordingly read, 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Missisgippi. Mr. Chair- 
man, I desire to get the attention of the committee 
to the amendment of the Senate. At this period 
of the session it is not to be expected that mem- 
bers will take the time to examine every proposi- 
tion with scrutiny; and for this reason, and in 
view of the importance of the Senate’s amend- | 
ment to the interests of my State, I feel that I | 
have some apology for asking the indulgence of i 
the committee. The State of Mississippi paysa 
large sum annually into the Treasury. She bears || 
this heavy burden without a murmur. The little 
benefit she receives in return is not in the shape 
of appropriations of money, to build great edifices 
to adorn her cities, nor in improving harbors and 
rivers, but in the mail facilities which are grudg- 
ingly extended to her people. 

Sir, the importance of this department of the 
Government, which controls the mails, is much 
underrated. There is no function performed by 
the General Government in which* so many per- || 
sons are interested as in this matter of the public 
mails. Every man, woman, and child is interest- 
ed in the administration of this department of the 
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| sippi come to look at this question, they will know 


i 
ll 


| the end, seldom or ever misleads us. 


| jector. 


dering, partial, ine 1 
Post Office Department, produces more discontent 


among the people than any other cause of com- 


plaint. : 
Gentlemen may, in the exuberance of their 
fancy, suppose the introduction of some smail 


hobby will beget for them a mammoth reputa- į 
tion, and link their names with immortality. Let | 


me suggest to such it is not only a mistake, but 
a very silly blunder. The instincts of the masses 
are nature’s philosophy. Ít seldom errs, and, in 
We have 


heard, in these Halls, much in reference to cheap 


postage, its effects upon the business of the coun- i| 


I 


try and the social relations of communities. 


| grant that it showd be reduced to the lowest 


capacity of a self-sustaining machine; but when 
reduced below that, you defeat the object of its 
reduction. When you reduce the Department to 
the necessity of stinting the rural districts of the 
country in post offices and post roads, to make 
the Department sustain itself, you deal unjustly 
with its administration, and inflict a wanton in- 
jury upon the most worthy portion of our fellow- 
citizens. 


Under the present system, the large. 


cities are the beneficiaries, and the farming and | 


planting communities are the sufferers. 


What | 
does the farmer or planter care whether his letters ! 


cost him three or five cents, when he has to send ! 


ten or fifteen miles to a post office, before he can 


learn the market value of his products? To him, , 


at least, it is the system of a pennywise and ; 


poundfoolish policy. 

1 was much surprised when I heard from the 
gentlemah, just now, that the Committee of Ways 
and Means did notconcur in theamendment of the 


Senate; but | suppose it was because it appropria- | 


ted $500,000, for the establishing of a mail line, | 


upon the Mississippi river, from Cairo to our 
great southern metropolis. 1 have seen, since 1 
have been here, vast sums of money appropriated 
to objects altogether local in their character, and 
parual in their benefits. Yes, sir, to objects of 
doubtful policy, and, in the estimation of some, 
calling for the exercise of a power as doubtful as is 
its policy. When I saw this, I took it for granted 
that a meritorious proposition would have decid- 
edly a good time, and meet with universal com- 
mendation. 1 know that there were some gentle- 
men here, who, having no very distinct idea of 


any proposition, objected to all to make a show of | 


wisdom, 
as clear as this, there could be found a single ob- 
But in this, it seems, [ was slightly mis- 
taken. i had not quite learned the harness that 
was necessary to give a biil a safe passage through 
this body. Jf it had been started in some omni- 
bus, in company with marble-fronted custom- 
houses, I think it would, in all probability, have 
made the trip. Or, if it had taken passage with some 
river and harbor appropriation, or with some ocean 
maii steamer, I think it would have floated through. 
But itis the misfortune of this amendment, that 


it started alone, standing on its own merits, upon į 


its perilous voyage, and hence the danger of being 
wrecked, It has the misfortune not to have 


I doubted whether, upon a proposition | 


eventhe recommendation of the Postmaster Gen- | 


eral. If it had come within the range of the 
duties of the Secretary of the Treasury, | am in- 
clined to think he might have favored it. His lib- 
erality on such subjects superinduces the belief. 


But unfortunately for it, it was not cradled in the: 
It is true, it has the | 


circle of his official spnere. 


approval of the Senate; but the Senate is not con-: 


servative, in the estimation of many worthy and 
talented gentlemen in this end of the Capitol, who 


doubtless think their places would be much better | 


filled by themselves. But I am inclined to think, 
when the people of the great valley of the Missis- 


how to appreciate its friends and reward its ene- 
mies, 


Wise legislation adapts itself to the necessities 
of the case, and takes advantage of surrounding 


its shores pass through eighteen States of this 
Union. It bears upon its bosom their com- 
tmerce—a commerce equal to, if not exceeding, 
$300,000,000 per annum. This river, with its 
tributaries, are to the Union what the main arte- 
ries are to the human system ina commercial 
point of view. Without them the commerce of 
this valley would be stagnantas the Dead Sea, and 
the energies of the proud and industrious people 
who inhabit it paralyzed and prostrated. 


t Westward the star of empire takes its way 3°? 


and gentlemen upon this foor should be careful 
how they undertake to rob this vast region of its 
just rights. As you stand upon some stately 
steamer as she plows the waves of this mighty 


| river, cast about and compute, if you can, the un- 


told commerce which flows in from the young and 
vigorous West. Look to the East, and she, too, 
comes with her products. Noris my own “sunny 
South ” wanting in paying her tribute to nature’s 
laws. From the head of navigation to the Gulf 
stream thereis an exhibition of one prominent 
fact; and that fact is, that there is more of mar- 
ketable values that find their destination over this 
stream than any other in the world. Much of 
these cogamodities are exchanged by our own cit- 
izens, but much more finds a market in foreign 
countries. That which goes abroad is exchanged 
for foreign products. The duties raised from these 
importations supply our Government with the 
revenues which sustains and upholds it. 

Now, { submit, if itis not just and proper that 
those who fill the purse might be permitted, occa- 
sionally, at Jeast, to unloose the purse-strings. 
Yet gentlemen would recommend a non-concur- 
rence, when the Senate proposes, after long de- 


| layed justice, to give to the people of this vast 
| valley their undoubted rights in mail facilities, 


and an equal chance in the race of trade, by a 
knowledge of the market, whether at home or 
abroad. In their estimation it is proper enough 
to establish a line of ocean mail steamers to Shang- 
hai. We could afford to give $850,000 to the Col- 
lins line, at a loss of something like $600,000 per 
annum, to promote our commerce with a foreign 
Government. Yes, we can afford millions to cer- 
tain favorite lines of ocean steamers to promote 
our commerce with foreign people; but when half 
a million is asked for our own citizens, and that 
portion of them, too, which pays into the Treasury 
two thirds ofits revenue, itis thought to be extreme- 
ly prodigal. ‘They think it right to give to theim- 
porter at the large cities upon our coast the ad- 
vantage of a knowledge of the market abroad, but 
decidedly wrong to give to the planter, farmer, and 
artisan, who create the utilities in which the im- 
porter deals, the same information. I never en- 
tertained a very high opinion of that charity which 
sought its objects abroad; for, like the horizon, 
their generosity recedes as you approach it. f 
think our own people who produce the utilities in 
which exporters and importers deal, are entitled 
to a correct knowledge of their market vaiue, 


| and to give them this information, I would send 


them the mails. I have ever thought it the duty 
of this Government to distribute its favors with 
an equal hand, and when it fails in this, it is 
derelict in duty. A knowledge of the marketcan 
only come through such a medium, and when it 
is eked out to one, and showered upon another, 
it is not only favoritism, but the worst species 
of protection in disguise. The mails from this 
city, often, do not reach the section of country 
in which I reside for weeks, when they ought 
to be received in seven or eight days. Such 
a system may secure to itself a notorious noto- 
riety, but its popularity is exceedingly problemat- 
ical, Why send them around the southern route, 
some one hundred and fifty miles south of their 
destination? Ig it because of railroad lines owned 
by soulless corporations or moneyed capitalists? 
Or is it because of the intervening of large com- 
mercial cities? lam inclined to the opinion, if 
we could lower our vision, and cease to gaze upon 
the marble palaces of the city millionaire, and 
look to.the honest and laboring producer, we 
would subserve the purposes of useful legislation 
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quite as well. Why not place the means in the | 


hands of the Postmaster General, and enable him 
to employ steam packets plying on the Mississippi 
river? Nature has dictated the policy, and, un- 
less we are blind, we will seize upon ihe sugges- 
ton, 

Mr. FAULKNER. I would inquire of the 
gentleman whether there is any regular mail line 
on the Mississippi river? 3 

Mr. WRIGHT. There is none. The law 
giving the contract to the lowest bidder, (except 
on certain pet lines,) is wrong in principle; for 
the mails ought to be transmitted on the speediest 
route, 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I would beg 


to refer the gentleman to the law of’ August 31st, | 


1852, authorizing for the contracting for a daily 
mail from Louis#ille, 

Mr. WRIGHT. [understand that full well. 
I desire the necessary means placed at the disposal 
of the Postmaster General, and then, if the law is 


not executed, there can be no two opinions as to | 


where the fault lies. Iask no special favors for 
any particular section of country, but insist upon 
equal and evenhanded justice. But who are to 
be benefited by thia line? I might say that por- 
tion of the people who mainly bear the burden of 
the Government directly, and every other portion 
of the people indirectly, except those Shylocks 


who reside on the pet lines now in operation, and ; 


who, owing to their superior means for informa- 


tion, like harpies, prey upon those less favored. Hi 
Gentlemen upon this floor, who have in some | 
instances exhibited such a degree of prodigality in | 


the expenditures of the Government, that some 
who desired to practice economy thought it al- 
most criminal, may, by voting for this amend- 
ment, do much to relieve themselves from that 
obloquy and reproach which otherwise might at- 
tachtothem. They have a choice opportunity to 
give a demonstration that if they are prodigal to 
a fault they are just to a tittle. 

{Here a member of the committee interrupted. ] 

Mr. WRIGHT. Iam notat all taken by sur- 
prise that gentlemen who have monopolized so 
arġe a share of the time of the committee, in what 
some thought useless and unprofitable discussion, 
in the hope of filling the public eye, and swell- 
ing themselves into an undue importance, should 
grudgingly yield a few minutes to one who has 
had the modesty, as well as forbearance, to sit in 
silence under their daily efforts, It is said that 
* modesty is a quality that highly adorns a wo- 
man.” Itis extremely doubtful whether it would 
bring its market value in this body, especially so 
with those who most need it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if gentlemen had waited 
but for a moment, they might have saved them- 
selves of all their trouble. I had not intended, 
when I commenced, to occupy the attention of the 
committee but forafew moments. I have already 
exceeded the time I had allotted to myself; but the 
importance of the subject must be my apology. I 
would, however, appeal to every member of this 
House, who resides within the limits of the Mis- 
sissippi valley, to recollect their constituents and 
the duties of the Representative. If they do this, 
there will be but little uncertainty in the result of 
this issue. I would ask them to remember, that 
“ charity begins at home.” 

Mr. HIBBARD. For the purpose of termin- 
ating debate upon this bill, I move that this com- 
mittee do now rise, with a view of offering, in the 
House, a resolution to accomplish that object. 

A Member. ‘Oh, no! let us go on.” 

Mr. HIBBARD. Well, as it is suggested 
around me, that further debate may not be desired 
upon this amendment, on the part of any mem- 
ber, if the committee is ready to take the question 
upon it, L will withdraw my motion. 

Mr. GREY. {should liketosay afew words, 
and I should like to have this whole matter fully 
understood. 

Mr. HIBBARD. After we shall have termin- 
ated the general debate, the subject can be prose- 
cuted under the five-minute rule, and it seems to 
me that that will afford ample opportunity to say 
all that is necessary to say upon it. 

Mr. GREY. [think the committee will agree 
to that amendment if they fully understand it. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I dislike to be discourteous 
to the gentleman, and prevent him from making 
a speech, but really we have not time at this stage 
of the session. 


j| convinced that there ought to be a mail upon the 


Mr. GREY. I will not occupy more than five 
minutes. f 

Mr. HIBBARD. Very well; I withdraw my 
motion, 

Mr. GREY. I want but a few moments to ex- 
plain the matter, for I am confident it is not un- 
derstood by the committee and the House. The 
assertion that there is no mail upon the Missis- 
sippi river, from New Orleans up to the mouth of 
the Ohio, will astonish the members of this House. 
{ ask gentlemen from New York what they 
would think, if this Government. should deny to 
them a mail from New York city, up through 
their noble Hudson, on to the northern part of.the 
State and westward to the borders of the great | 
lakes? eCongress, in the session of 1852, became 


Mississippi river, and in August of that year a 
į bill was reported to the House, authorizing the 
Postmaster General to advertise and establish a 
mail from Louisville to New Orleans. That law 
is still in existence now, and we are inquired of, 
why ask any other law upon the subject? I will 
tell gentlemen, and tell the Committee of Ways 
| and Meaus why it is. Under the provisions of 
that law, and according to the provisions of that 
law, the Postmaster General, Mr. Hubbard, ad- 
vertised. Accordingly, the bids were received, 
and a contract entered into for the transportation | 
of that mail. When Postmaster General Camp- | 
bell, who succeeded Hubbard, came in, he an- 
nulled the contract, and told the parties that he 
could not carry out the contract with them. 
Why? Because he thought the bids were too 
high; and yet a contract, in pursuance of law, had i 
been entered into with the lowest bidder. But 
that contract was annulled by the Postmaster 
General; and he negotiated with the contractors, | 


contract was executed by the Postmaster General, | 
under the seal of the Government; but the very | 
| day that contract was to go into operation, he | 
sent a special messenger on to Louisville, and an- į 
| nulled and repudiated that contract also. I want 
the House to understand that the Postmaster 
General has disregarded the law of 1852, and left 
us withouta mail upon the Mississippi river. 

And what has been his action since? The routes 
were advertised, and the matter was to have been 
| acted upon last Thursday. Bids werein, but the 
| Postmaster General thought all of them too high, | 
and refused to accept any of them. In other 
words, he decided that that section of the country 
was not entitled to mail facilities if they cost so 
much; and, therefore, he disregarded a positive 


of the bids. 
; . Well, sir, the matter came up in the Senate. 


diated the contract made for the carrying of that 
mail, and therefore brought the matter before the 
Senate for investigation, The subject was inves- 
| tigated by a committee of@hat body, and a report 
made upon it. And, sir, the Senate knew what 
they were about when they inserted a provision 
i in this bill expressing the decided will of Congress 
| that the Postmaster General should carry into ef- i 
fect the law of 1852, and establish a regular mail | 
upon the Mississippi river. That law is nowa |! 
į dead letter, because the Postmaster General will : 
not carry it out; and it will remain so as long as 
we permit the Postmaster General to disregard it. 
That law required the Postmaster General to ad- | 
| vertise and to execute a contract for carrying the | 
mail from Louisville to New Orleans. | 
Now, Mr. Chairman, [ ask the committee to | 
remember that that whole extensive region of | 
f country, reaching from the Alleghanies to the } 
Rocky Mountains is all interested in the establish- | 
| ment of this mail. Every portion of it sends their : 
produce to the New Orleans market, and are 
deeply interested in receiving daily intelligence as | 
to the state of that market. The Mississippi 
river is the central line for millions of dollars worth 
of produce. But the people of the Mississippi 
valley are not the only ones interested in the es- 
tablishment of these mail facilities. The mer- | 
| chants of New York are deeply interested in it. 
They hear daily from Wisconsin, Ohio, Indiana, | 
Michigan, and all the northern and western States, | 
and it is of very great importance that they should 
also hear daily from New Orleans. Yet, sir, in i 
defiance of law, the present Postmaster General, 
who is an eastern man, who knows nothing, and 
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and got them to take a less amount. Well, a new | 


law of the Government, and refused to accept any || 


Senators from the West knew that he had repu- || 


I expect. cares nothing, about the wante of ‘the 
West, has been permitted to disregard those wants, 
lewhile he has made contracts for carrying the mail 
in ocean steamers:from the Atlantic cities at the 
cost of $2,500,000 a year. -I hope the House will 
concur in this amendment of the Senate. | ci 

Mr. HIBBARD. I-think it is-time that this 
debate should be closed, and for- that purpose I 
move that the committee do now risë. ` ere 

Mr. PRESTON... I have but a word to say; 
and I hope the gentleman will withdraw his mo- 
tion. I desire to say something upon this question, 
and do not expect to trouble the House again, ` Í 
hope the gentleman will withdraw for the present. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I cannot. 

'The motion was agreed tẹ. 

The committee accordingly rose, and theSpeaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill of the 
House, making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1855, and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 

(Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of. the 
following titles; which thereupon received the 
signature of the Speaker: ‘i 

An act to constitute Pilatka and Bayport, in 
the State of Florida, ports of delivery respectively; 
and Keokuk and Dubuque, in the State of lowa; 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, 
widow of the late Colonel Æneas Mackay, deputy 
quartermaster general United States Army; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Brevet Captain 
J. H. Lendrum, United States Army; and 

A bill making appropriations for light-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move the usual resolution 
to close debate in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the Senate amendments 
to the Post Office appropriation bill in five minutes 
after its consideration shall be again resumed. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move that the House do 
now resolve itself into the Committee of. the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Wricnr, of Pennsylvania, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the Sen- 
ate amendments to the Post Office appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Mr. Chair- 
man, the law, as it now stands, authorizes the 
Postmaster General to establish this mail; but if, 
it be the object to make it imperative on that 
officer to do what the law now simply authorizes 
him to do, then I think that it is incumbent on 
this committee to agree to that amendment. Sir, 
it is a shame, an outrage on the rights of the 
western people, that they should want the mail 
facilities to be afforded by the adoption of this 
provision. Now, I happen to know the fact that 
the mails are sent on the Mississippi river by the 
| boats which will fake them at the lowest price, 
which are generally the slowest boats running on 
that river. Gentlemen leaving Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, have stopped at Natchez and Vicksburg, 
į posted letters there, and, after stopping twenty- 
four hours at New Orleans, have returned home 
before their letters had reached there by the mails. 
In consequence of this state of things, the mer- 
chants do not send their letters through the mails; 
and I have been assured, by gentlemen who pro- 
fess to know something of the matter, who ought 
to, and who, I have no doubt do, know the facts 
they state, that a very large proportion, even as 
much as three fourths, of the mail matter,is carried 
: outside of the mails. The policy of cutting down 
mail facilities in order to ‘increase the receipts of 
the Department is a very unwise and shori- 
sighted policy; and the effect of it will be to defeat 
į the very object in view. The only way to make 


` 


| the system productive is to extend mail facilities, 


and to send your mails upon the fastest possible 
lines, and pay whatever may be necessary to 
carry the mails from St. Louis or Louisville to 
New Orleans in the shortest possible time. If this 
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amendment, as 1 suppose it does, makes it im- | 
perative upon the Postmaster General to establishes), 


this mail, whatever may be the cost, within the || and St. Louis have been published. Whether 
bounds of reason, after.fair competition among || 
bidders, then I am ready to support it, because I || 


believe it to be my duty, by every consideration, 
to do what I can to secure additional mail facilities 
for that section of the country. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move an amendment, to strike 
out the last six lines of the amendment under con- 
sideration. 

I am opposed to the amendment of the Senate; 
for, as I understand it, it intends to take awa 
from the Postmaster General that discretion whic. 
he exercises over every other postal route in the 
United States. For instance, the Postmaster Gen- 

eral advertises proposals for carrying the mails 
upon the various routes, reserving to himself the 
right to refuse to enter into a contract with the 
lowest bidder, if the amount proposed for the 
transportation of the mails shall be unreasonable. 
Two years ago there was an attempt to coerce the 
Department to place a daily mail upon the route 


between Louisville and New Orleans. Proposals 
were invited, and the lowest amogpt that was 
then bid was something like $450,000 for the per- 


formance of that service daily. It was $40,000 
additional for the performance of service from 
Cairo to St. Louis. Prior to that time the mails had 
been carried for so much per trip, the steamboats 
being required to stop at the most important 
points upon the river. That system seemed to 
work very well. 

The amendment now proposed by the Senate 
changes the rights of the contracting parties. The 
Postmaster General, in his annual report, states, 
that upon the advertisement of his predecessor, 
Mr. Hubbard, the lowest bid was $460.000 a year 
for the whole service between New Orleans and 
Louisville. 

There are $40,000 appropriated for the line be- 
tween St. Louis and Cairo. On the 4th of March, 
1853, the Postmaster General made a different 
regulation in regard to it; and proposals were re- 
ceived for transporting the mails between Louis- 
ville and New Orleans in seven days, each way; 
and for additional mail lines between Louisville 
and Cairo, é&c., at a compensation of $279,569 per 
year, being the average amount of the lowest bids. 
This contract has been since executed, and the 
facilities which it affords are believed to be ampl 
sufficient. It took effect on the Ist of December 
last, and is to remain in force till June 30, 1857. 

One word more. There is an additional pro- 
vision in this amendment, which requires that if 
the Postmaster General make n contract, as re- 
quired in the preceding part of the amendment, he 
shall save the existing rights of all. That is what 
the committee propose to strike out. 

Mr. GROW. ‘There is some mistake about 
the mail on the Mississippi river. It is required 
now to be carried as it has been carried for years. 
The contract with Glover & Mather was made 
by Mr. Hubbard, before the present Postmaster 
General came into office. This contract required 
the mail service to be performed on boats without 
freight. They were simply to carry passengers 
and mails; but no freight. For this purpose the 
Government agreed to pay large rates of compen- 
sation. The contract wasgheld by Glover & 
Mather, at $450,000 per annum. But when they 
came to execute that contract, in the last days of 
Mr. Hubbard’s administration—when they came 
to perform the service of carrying the mails on 
the river——instead of carrying them on boats with- 
out freight, they took them on boats with freight, | 
as they had been always in the habit of doing. 
Ag the contractors were not complying with the 
terms of their contract, the Postmaster General 
refused to pay the price stipulated, unless they 
should carry the mails in boats having no freight 
on board; because he could get the service per- 
formed in the same way at $279,000, and thus 
effect a saving to the Government of some $160,000 
a year in this item. He therefore gave notice to 
the contractors that they should carry the mails 
according to the terms of the advertisement and 
of their contract, and if not, that he should annul 
it. The contractors found that they were unable 
to comply with the stipulated terms: and for that 
reason the contrac! was annulled, and an arrange- 

: ment made to carry the mail between Lowedile 
and New Orleans for $273,000 per year. The 
mei, therefore, has been since carried exactly as 


it previously had been. Advertisements calling 
for bids for carrying the mail between Louisville 


the time for. determining the contract has arrived 
or not I do not know, but I understood that last 
‘Thursday was the day. ` f 
| Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. I ask the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to state whether or | 
notany mails have been carried under contract by į 
that line? 

Mr. GROW. The mails have been carried by | 
Glover & Mather just as they had been carried | 
for years, and just as they were carried before | 
that contract was enteredinto. There is no regu- 
lar contract now for the the yearly transportation 
of the mails between these points. But, by a spe- 
cial contract with Glover & Mather, they are car- 
ried as they have been all the time. This contract 
| for transporting the mails in boats, not carrying 
| freight, was in order to save the time consumed | 

in shipping and unshipping freight. | 

[The committee here rose informally; and the 
| Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate, by the hands of Aspury 
Dicxivs, Esq, their Secretary, informing the 
| House that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
Í House for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh, with | 
an amendment, in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House.] 

The committee then resumed its session. i 

Mr. GREY. If the gentleman will allow me | 
j a moment, I wish to make one remark. The gen- | 

tleman states that the mail is carried from New | 
Orleans to Louisville by the trip, just as hereto- 
| fore. Sir, I tell the gentleman it was carried by | 
the trip, but it amounted to a nuisance, and it was 
worse than no mail; and the Congress of this na- 
tion, becoming convinced of that, and seeing the į 
necessity of other arrangements, passed a law au- 
thorizing the Postmaster General to advertise for, | 
| and let out a contract for,a regular mail by boats, | 

to such parties as would give good bond and se- | 
curity for performing the work. i 

[Here the hammer fell.) 

‘The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment; and it was not agreed to. | 
| Mr. PRESTON. I believethat the amendment 
ought to be adopted, and [ shall merely say afew 
words to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not in 
order, unless he offers an amendment. 

Mr. PRESTON. Then I move to strike out 
the words “authorize and,” in the seventh sec- 
tion. I believe this section should beadopted. It 
does simply one thing; it insures a mail between 
Cairo and New Orleans by sections, or stages— 
Cairo being at the junction of the Ohio and the Mis- 
sissippirivers. It then insures a mail between Keo- 
kuk, iowa, and the lower parts of the river. Our 
! mail service on the Mississippi river is in a bad con- 
dition at the present time. The carrying of the mail | 
| between the principal points will soon be done by 

railroads, but we require a regular mail upon our 
river for our way mails,and the Postmaster Gen- 
| eral is bound to give it. The Senate have put 

in this provision, and I believe it was by unani- 
| mous consent that it was putin. The gentleman 
| from Mississippi (Mr. Wrieur] is correct in ask- 
ing that we should concur in it, and not exclude 
it, in conformity with the recommendation of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

One word more: Forthree years we have been 
struggling to get a mail. Postmaster General | 
| Hubbard let the last mail contract to Glover & |; 
| Mather, and the trouble with the contract was |; 
| this: There is no such word in the contract as 


advertisement for the contract. The Postmaster | 


mail, excluding freight. That interpolation pro- 
duced the difficulty; and the result is, that we have 
now no mail upon the river. 

I hope the House will coneur in that amend- 
ment of the Senate, and make it obligatory on the 
Postmaster General to let that contract for carry- 
ing the mail. I concur with the gentleman from 
Mississippi, and with the gentleman who repre- 
gents the Memphis district, (Mr. Srawron,] and, I 
believe,every man in this House, who represents 
any portion of the Mississippi river, believes that 
this mail ought to be established by this House. 

Mr. ELLIOTT, of Kentucky. Is there any mail 
service in the United States where the carrying of 
freight is prohibited ? 

Mr. PRESTON. I do not know. I cannot 
answer the question. But, sir, ay one who knows 
anything of the business of steamboating upon 
the Mississippi river, knows that it is impossible 
to maintain a line of mere passenger boats there. 

The amendment to the Senate amendment was 
disagreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the Senate 
amendment. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs STANTON, of 
Tennessee, and Sewarp, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 89, noes 52, 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. MAXWELL. Itwas my misfortune, when 
this bill was taken up, to have been called to the 
Senate on business connected with bills in thatbody. 
I desire to say now, in justice to myself, that, at 
Key West, a place of three or four thousand in- 
habitants, and wherean immense commerce passes 
annually, there is only a semi-monthly mail, with 
the exception of two months of the year. Many 
shipwrecks occur on that coast, and there ought 
to be speedy mail communication with all the 
commercial points of the Union. 

Mr. HIBBARD. We have passed the subject 
to which the gentleman proposes to speak, and I 
object to his proceeding further out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move that the committee 
do now rise, and report the amendments of the 
Senate to the House. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 


agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the Post Office appropria- 
tion bill, and had directed him to report the same 
back, some with, and others without concurrence. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I demand the previous ques- 
tions on the adoption of the amendments. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

The first amendment of the Senate, in which 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union recommended aconcurrence, was agreed to. 
Mr. LILLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was agreed to, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 
The Jatter motion was agreed to. 


Second amendment: 


At the end of the bill add the following section : 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That hereafter the 


| Postmaster General be authorized and directed to continue 
| ; ii the mail service between Charleston, Key West, and Hava- 
|| ** freight,” but there was some such word in the i 


na during August and September, by a competent steamer, 
as it is now being performed during ten months of the year, 


l 

| General insisted that the advertisement was part 
i of the contract. The contractors contended that 
| it was not. Why, $1,000,000 a year would not 
i pay a man for running a line of boats from New 
| Orleans to Louisville, unless they were permitted : 
i to carry freight. 


The advertisement was no part || 
of the contract. 


H 
Can gentlemen show me an in- | 


| part of the contract? 
| General altered Mr. Hubbard’s contract, and that |! 
| produced all the difficulty; and in the conflict be- || 
i tween the Postmaster General andthe contractors, | 
| the Postmaster General insisted that they should | 
| not carry freight, when every man who knows l 
anything about it knows that $1,060,000 would | 

not pay for running a line of boats to carry the |; 


and that to enable him to do so #10,000 are hereby appro- 
priated, out of anv money in the Treasury net otherwise 
appropriated. 


The SPEAKER. The committee recommend 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Mr. HIBBARD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was rejected, and to 


stance where the advertisement enters into any '| lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
The present Postmaster | latter motion was agreed to. 


Third amendment: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be allowed 
and paid to the the postmaster of Washington city, District 
of Coinmbia, ont of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, a commission of one mill per pound 
upon the aggregate weight of public documents printed by 
order of Congress and deposited in the office of said post 
master by mail, the said allowance to commence with the 
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fiscal year beginning, July 1, 1853, and to be computed for 
the first year trom the ascertained weight for the month of 
January, 1354; and that the said postmaster be required to 
pay out of the said commissions to the clerks and other 
employees of his office a sum not exceeding $250 each per 
anum, as compensation for the extra labor performed by 
them in the assortment and mailing of said documents, and 
that he be required to account for and settle with the Post- 
Office Department for the disbursement of these commis- 
sions, and any surplus that may remain, in the same manner 
as is now required in the settlement of his other accounts. 


The SPEAKER. The committee recommend 
a non-concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fourth amendment: > 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the surviving late 
Vice President of the United States shall have, during his 
life, tne same authority to frank letters and other mail 
aatter, which he possessed whilst in office, and the same 
authority shall belong to the future Vice Presidents, after 
they go out of office. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend 
a non-concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fifth amendment: 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Cran- 
ston Laurie a reasonable compensation for performing the 
duties of two clerks in the Post Office Department, not to 
exceed the half pay of a clerk for the time he was so em- 
ployed. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend 
a non-concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


Sec. 7. And be tt further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be authorized and directed to establish a mail on 
the Mississippi river trom Cairo to New Orleans, and from 
Keokuk, Iowa, to Galena, in Ilinois; and that he con- 
tract for the same in one line, or in such divisions or sec- 
tions, or both, as may be most compatible with the public 
service ; and to facilitate the execution of this section, the 
Postmaster General may make immediate temporary ar- 
rangements for carrying saia mail by the trip, andifhe fails 
to obtain acceptable bids, atter advertising for thirty days, 
he may make private contracts for carrying said mail, and 
the said mail shall be carried daily from Cairo to New 
Orleans, but the Postmaster General ig authorized, at his 
discretion, to rgetrict the delivery of the mail at all other 
points than Cairo, Memphis, Napoleon, Vicksburg, Nat- 
chez, Baton Rouge, and New Orleans, to three mails a week 
each way: Provided, Nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to iinpair the rights of parties heretofore con- 
tracting for said service. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the 
Whole recommend a concurrence. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays werefmot ordered. 

mn STANTON, of Tennessee, demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GREY and 
Rossins were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 91, noes 36. 

So the sixth amendment was concurred in. 

Mr BARKSDALE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was agreed to, and 
also to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was here received from the Senate, | ‘ 
i; gress from its benefits. 


by Assury Dicxtws, Esq., their Secretary, in- 
forming the House that the Senate had passed the 
following joint resolution: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That the time fixed by the resolution of the first of July for 
the adjournment of the present session of Congress be, and 
the same hereby is, extended to Monday, the 7th instant, 
at twelve o’clock, m. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which thereupon received the 
signature of the Speaker: 

An act for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; and 

An act to establish certain post roads. 


BOUNTY LAND FOR OFFICERS, ETC. 


Mr. COBB. I desire to do an act for the gen- 
tleman from Iilinois, [Mr. Brssex.,] which he 
has not had an opportunity of doing for himself, 
but which ought to be done, and which I hope 
the House will give me their assistance in doing 
now. 

By referring to the Calendar in the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, it will be 
seen that the firat bill in order, and the first we 
should consider if we were to go into commiittee, 


is House bill No. 8, to repeal the-first proviso 
of the fourth section of the act entitled * An act 
granting bounty land to certain officers and sol- 
diers who have been engaged in the military ser- 
vice of the United States,” approved September 
28, 1850. : i 

I ask the House to take up that bill and pass it. 

I will state to the House, that when we had 
under consideration originally the bill to grant 
bounty lands to officers and soldiers of the Army, 
it was supposed that we should be exceedingly 
hard run for votes; and in order to get the then 
members of Congress to vote for it, we added a 
proviso excluding all persons who were then mem- 
bers of Congress from the benefits of the act. 
‘There were then about six or seven members who 
would have been included. = 

it is but sheer justice now that we should re- 
peal that proviso. They were gallant men; they 
rendered honorable service to the country; and Í 
think it but justice to them that we should grant 
them the same privileges which are enjoyed by 
others who served with them inthe Army. Col- 
onel Brssgxu reported the bill early in the session, 
and I ask that, in justice to him, the House will 
take up the bill and pass it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
man from Alabama answer me one question? 

Mr. COBB. Ido not know whether I shall be 
able until l hear it. 

Mr. JONES. Will the gentleman tell me by 
what vote the bill, to which he refers, passed the 
House? 

Mr. COBB. I think it passed finally by a very 
heavy vote; but it is nevertheless true, that at one 
time we expected to be very hard run for votes. 
There were men in that House who were opposed 
to every measure that proposed to do justice to 
the old soldiers, 

Mr. JONES. It is the first time I ever heard 
that the friends of the bill expected to be troubled 
for votes enough to pass it. 

Mr.eCOBB. Well, I had more to do with the 
bill than the gentleman had. I introduced it, and 
it was under my guardianship during the entire 
time it was pending. It is true, as [ said, that 
when the bill came to a final vote a large majority 
of the House voted in favor of it. But at an ear- 
lier portion of the session, the prospects for its 
passage were not by any means flattering. In 
this state of the case the persons then members of 
Congress, who had been in the Army, came for- 
ward and offered to sacrifice their own claims to 
justice, in order that justice might be done to 
others. This proviso was accordingly added, ex- 
cluding them from the benefits of the law; and it 
is to do justice to these very individuals that I ask 
the House to pass this bill. [I now ask the con- 
sent of the House to discharge the Committee of 
the Whole.on the state of the Union from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill, with a view of 
putting it upon its passage. r 

Mr. ROBBINS. I desire to inquire ofthe gen- 
tleman from Alabama whether the bill proposes 
to repeal the whole law to which he refers? 

Mr. COBB. No, sir; only the proviso that 
excludes those who were then members of Con- 


There was no objection; and the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union was dis- 
charged from the turther consideration of the bill. 

Mr. COBB. I move to put the bill upon its 
passage. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

It was then ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULES. 


Mr. COBB. I move that the 16th and 17th 
joint rules be suspended, so that the bill may 


‘| go to the Senate. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senate sent us 


a resolution suspending the 16th and 17th joint | 


rules for the remainder of the session; but we have, 
so far, refused to take it up for action. Then we 
suspended those rules in order to send that body 
the bill to repeal the Minnesota land bill; but it 
refused to suspend the rules, and the bill was 
returned to us. 

A Memser. But they passed it. 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; they did pass a bill on 
the same subject, but not the bill which we sent 
from here. They took a copy of it, and moved 


it as an amendment to a private bill. “I now pro+ 
pose that we take up and pase the’resolution:of 
the Senate for the suspension of those rules; oi 

Mr. COBB. I understand that before, whei 
that resolution was proposed to be taken up;.the: 
gentleman himself abigced. 
to its now being taken up and passed. - : 

Mr. HAVEN. I object. es 

Mr. JONES. I move that the rules be 
pended for the purpose I have indicated:. © 

Mr. SAGE. I demand tellers. f : 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smiru, of 
Virginia, and Grey, were appointed. - 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 90, noes 42. : 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the pre- 
vious question upon the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken; and the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. > 


ENROLLED BILLS. weed 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, repoMed as correctly enrolled the following 
bills, which thereupon received the. signature of 
the Speaker: i = 

An act to authorize the State of Wisconsin to 
select the residue of the lands to which she is en- 
titled, under the act of the 8th of August, 1846, to 
aid in the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers; 

An act authorizing the extension of the Alexan- 
dria and Washington railroad into the District of 
Columbia, and conferring certain privileges on the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company; 

An act to incorporate the National Hotel Com- 
pany of Washington city; 
An act to constitute 
nois, a port of delivery; 

An act authorizing the State of Illinois to select 
the residue of the lands to. which she is entitled, 
under the act of the 2d of March, 1827, granting 
land to aid that State in opening a canal to connect 
the waters of the Illinois river with those of Lake 
Michigan; 

An act to vest in the several States and Terri- 
tories the title in fee of the lands which have been 
or may be certified therein; 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Culver; 

An act to amend the provisions of the fifty-sixth 
section of the act entitled ‘* An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” 
approved the 2d of March, 1799; and 

An act constituting San Pedro, in the State of 
California, a port of entry and delivery. 

Mr. LETCHER obtained the floor. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I ask my colleague to 
yield the floora few moments, to enable me to 
make a brief explanation due to an absent friend 
and member of this House. The gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Coss,] in referring to a bill which 
passed a few moments since, designated it as ‘* Col- 
onel Brsseuv’s bill.’’ It is true, Colonel Bisseiu 
reported the bill from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and is one of the gallant officers of our 
Mexican army who will receive a land bounty 
by virtue of its provisions. Yet it is due to that 
distinguished gentleman to say, that the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs acted upon the subject in 
| pursuance of a resolution adopted by this body; 
i that Colonel BısseLL took no part in the delib- 
| erations or action of the committee upon that bill; 
and, I think, it was on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hows] that he was 
instructed to report the bill to this House. I have 
deemed this brief explanation due to the character 
of that gentleman. 

Mr. HOWE. The gentleman from Virginia 
has correctly stated the facts in connection with 
this bill. Colonel BisseLL behaved with remark- 
able delicacy in the matter. Knowing that, under 
the provisions of the bill, he would be entitled to 
! bounty, as a recipient of the favors granted by 

the bill, he declined acting on the matter in the 
| committee; and it was upon my motion that he 
was directed to report the bill to the House. 


t 
| 

| REPEAL OF MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 
| 


suss 


airo, in the State of IHi- 


Mr. LETCHER. is there a bill upon the 
table for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair under- 
stands that there is such a bill on the table. 


T have:no objection R 
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Mr. LETCHER. Then i shall do what I have 
not done here for some three years—move to take 
up a private bill for consideration. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to return my thanks 

a the gentleman from Virginia for calling up a 
ill for the relief of one of my constituents. [A 
laugh.] I desire to have it passed. 

Mr. ORR. I should like to have the bill read 
before unanimous consent is given—the entire 
bill, with amendments. 

Mr. WALSH. 1 shall do what I very 
do; that is, object. (Lhaughter.] 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I move to suspend 
the rules, in order to enable me to submit a mo- 
tion to take up the bill. 

The bill, which was read through, simpty pro- 
vides for the payment of a pension to the indi- 
vidual named therein. 

The Senate amendment, which was also read, 
was as follows: 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That the bill entitled 
¢¢ An act to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the construc- 
tidn of a railroad therein,” which passed the House of 
Representatives on the Wh of June, 1854, and which was 
approved by the President of the United States on the 29th 
of June, 1854, be, and the same is hereby, regaled. 

The question being on the motion to suspend 
the rules, 

Mr. COOK demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were, 
on a division—ayes 101, noes 26. 

So the rules were suspended, two thirds voting 
in favor thereof, 

Mr. LETCHER. 
bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move the pre- 
vious question on the adoption of the amend- 
ment. ; 

"Lhe previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question being first upon the Senate amend- 
ment, 

Mr. HENN said: I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. I want to find outif there are any rail- 
road men in the House. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to lay the bill and amendment 
upon the table was not agreed to. 

The Senate amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. There is an amendment in 
the title to make it conform to the bill. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


Add at the end of the title the words “and to repeal the 


‘seldom 


I now move to take up the 


act to aid the ‘Territory of Minnesota in the construction of į 


u railroad therein,” so that the bill, as amended, would 
read: 

An act for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh, and to repeal 
the act to aid the "Territory of Minnesota in the construc- 
tion of a railroad therein, 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. LETCHER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendments of the Senate were 
concurred in, and also moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON obtained the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man from Kentucky to give way for a moment, 
to allow me to ask the consent of the House to 
take up the resolution from the Senate extending 
the session until Monday next. Itis evident that 
we cannot dispose,of all the business before us 
before twelve o’clock to-morrow. I hope the 
House will pass that resolution, and then adjourn 
for the night. E 

Mr. PRESTON. 
purpose. 


I cannot give way for that 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. DAWSON. Iask the gentleman to give 
way to me for a moment. 

Mr. PRESTON. For what purpose? 

Mr. DAWSON. 
postpone the further consideration of the home- 
stead bill until the next session of Congress. 

Mr. PRESTON, I will yield to the gentleman 
for that purpose. . 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Speaker, I have made 
several ineffectual attempts to bring to the consider- 


ation of the House the Homestead bill,as amended | 


by the Senate. Had I succeeded in getting it be- 
fore the House, I should have oret seamen: 
ment that would have restored fully the homestead 
feature of that bill. It is now evident that, at this 


late period of the session, it will not be possible to 
consider it; and [, with a view of placing it in a 
position where we can amend it and bring it to a 
final vote at the earliest moment, ask the consent 
i pf the House to offer the following resolution, to 
which I hope there will not be a dissenting voice: 
| Resolved, That House bill No. 37, with the Senate amend- 
ments thereto, be referred to Use Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, and made the special order for 
| the third Tuesday in December next, and from day to day 

until disposed of : 

Mr. BRIDGES. I object. 

Mr. DAWSON. i move to suspend the rules, 
| for the purpose of enabling me to offer the reso- 
: lution. 

! Mr. HOUSTON. If the House will allow me, | 
| I will suggest that if they will consent to extend 
| the session until ten o’clock on Monday morning, 
| we can then dispose of that bill before we adjourn. | 
{Cries of “Order”? ‘ Order!?’] | 
Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to make a proposi- 

| tion to all parties in the House whose bills have | 
been conflicting with each other for the last two 
days. | 

{Renewed and prolonged cries of “t Order 1] 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Daw- | 
! son’s motion; and (two thirds not voting in the 
affirmative) the rules were not suspended. 


[Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by Assoury Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, notify- 
ing the House that that body insisted on its amend- 
ments to the Post Office appropriation bill, and 
asked a committee of conference on the disagree- | 


To enable me to move to! 


ing votes between the two Houses.] 
Mr. PRESTON obtained the floor, but yielded 


o 

Mr. HIBBARD. If there be no objection, L; 
move thata committee of conference be appointed 
| to meet the one appointed by the Senate, on the 
| disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the Post | 
Office appropriation bill, | 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 1 bject, 
and shall object until the river and harbor bill is 
| referred. 


| LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 
t 


Mr. PRESTON. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to take up and put on its 
| passage Senate bill (No. 434) ‘to provide for 
| taking charge of the Louisville and Portland canal, 
| and to prevent the same from falling into bad | 
i repair.” I will state its features, and, if allowed 
to do so, I do not think, when I have concluded, 
|| that any gentleman will object. The President 
has recommended that the Louisville and Portland 
! canal should be taken in charge. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I object. | 

Mr. PRESTON. Then ! move that the rules 
be suspended for the purpose l1 have indicated. 
The same provision is made in the river and har- 
bor billas is made in this bill, but with the differ- 
| ence that in this there is no appropriation. 

Mr. ENGLISH. As I understand, it is not! 
in the river and harbor bill exactly as it is in this 
one. 

Mr. PRESTON. I think that itis; but I will: 
not argue the question. {J demand the yeas and 
nays on my motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in ! 
| the negative—yeas 91, nays 52, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Appleton, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Breck- 
inridge, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chureb- 
| well, Clark, Cox, Cailom, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, 


it 


; Lindsley, McDougall, Maurice, Nichols, Norton, Andrew | 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Preston, Prin- | 
|| gle, Reese, Riddle, David Riichie, Robbins, Russeil, Sabin, | 
Sage, Sapp, Shower, Stmmwons, Gerrit Smith, William | 
ii Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexan- | 
ii der I. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, Audrew Stuart, | 
© David Stuart, Jonn L. Taylor, Natnniel G. Taylor, Thurs- | 
ii ton, Tweed, Upham, Wade, Walley, BHihu R. Wasbburne, 
| Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, i 
i Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollieotter—91. 


He 


li 


i 


Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Rowe, Rutin, Shaw, Singleton, | 


} Vansant, Walbridge, Walsh, and Welis—52. i 


+ 
So the rules were not suspended; two thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 


CAPTAIN DUNCAN N. INGRAHAM. 


Mr. ORR. Task the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up House resolution (No. 7) “of 
thanks of Congress and presentation of a medal to 
Captain Duncan N. Ingraham,” returned from 
the Senate with amendments. 

Mr. DUNHAM, (in his seat.) I object. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the rules be suspended 
for that purpose. 

Mr. HENN. I donot believe that a gentleman 
has the right to object unless he rises in his place 
and makes it. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Well, I rise in my place and¢ 
object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina whether, if the rules 
be suspended in this case, the gentleman will sup- 
port a motion for a suspension of the rules in 
order that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union be discharged from the further 
consideration of a bill relating to the conferring of 
the title of lieutenant general? If not, I object.- 

Mr. ORR. J ask for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

Mr. ORR. As the objection is withdrawn, I 
call for tellers. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. The Senate have sent down the Post Office 
appropriation bill, informing us that they insist 
upon their amendments disagreed to by the House. 
I move that we insist upon our disagreement, and 
that a committee of conference be appointed upon 
the part of the House, to meet a like committee on 
the part of the Senate, upon the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mt. Jones, of 
Tennessee, in the chair.) The Chair does not 
consider that a privileged question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Speaker so ruled to- 
d 


ay. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
aware that it has been ruled to be a privileged 
motion for a committee of conference to report at 
any time. 

Mr, HOUSTON. “And also to ask for a com- 
mittee of conference. The Speaker so ruled in 
regard to the civil and diplomatic bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
informed that the Speaker so ruled this morning 
in relation to a committee of conference upon the 
civil and diplomatic bill, and will entertain the 
gentleman’s motion, 

The question was then taken; and Mr. Hir- 
BARD’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to disagree to the 
amendments of the Senate upon the river and 
harbor bill, and ask for a committee ofconference. 

The SPEAKER protempore. There areamend- 
ments to the river and harbor bill which have 
never been before the House, and if taken up un- 
der the rules and practice of the House, they 
would have to goto the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to disagree to the 
amendments of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER protempore. This morning a 
committee of conference was asked for upon the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to 
the Post Office appropriation bill. In that case, 
it will be recollected that the Senate amendments 
to the Post Office bill were considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
were reported to the House, and that the House 
took action upon them. They have since been 
sent to the Senate, and the Senate insist upon 
their amendments disagreed to by the House, and 
ask for a committee of conference. The gentle- 
man from New Hampshire [Mr. Hrezarv] asked 
that the message asking for a committee of con- 
ference might be taken up and agreed to, which 
was done; and in that condition of things it was 
ruled to be a privileged motion. The river and 
harbor bill, as the gentleman from New York 

[Mr. Haven] sees, isnot in that condition, 
| Mr. ORR. That bill is not before the House, 
| but is upon the Speaker’s table. 


| 
| 
j 
i 
| 
| 
i 
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1854. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


CAPTMN INGRAHAM——AGAIN,. 


The question recurred on Mr. Orr’s motion to 
suspentl the rules, for the purpose of taking up the 
joint resolution of thanks of Congress and pre- 
sentation of a medal to Captain Duncan N. Ingra- 
ham. 

Mr. WALSH demanded the yeas and nays. 
Mr. ORR called for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. - 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WALKER, 
and Harran, of Indiana, were appointed. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-three; (more than one fifth of the mem- 
bers present.) i 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
109, nays 34; as follows: 

YRAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, David J. Bailey, Banks, Barry, Belcher, Ben- 
nett, Benson, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, 
Campbell, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, Churciwell, 
Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dawson, De Witt, Diek, Dowdell, Dunbar, Edgerton, Ed- 
mands, Edmundson, Ellison, English, Fenton, Florence, 
Gamble, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, An- 
drew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Uarris, 
Haven, Hendricks, Houston, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, 
Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamh, Latham, Lindsley, Me- 
Dougall, McNair, McQueen, Macy, May, Smith Miller, 
Murray, Nichols, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
Jobn Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, 
Rowe, Rufin, Russell, Sage, Sapp, Shaw, Singleton, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hgstor L. 
Stevens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. 
Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Upbam, Vansant, 
Walker, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Hen- 
drick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—1i09, 

NAY 8——Messrs. Abercrombie, Caruthers, Cullom, Dun- 
ham, Farley, Franklin, Giddings, Goode, Aaron Herlan, 
Harrison, Hibbard, Hill, George W. Jones, Kerr, Mac- 
donald, MeMullin, Maxwell, Millson, Morrison, Norton, 
Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Puryear, Reese, 
Riddle, Sabin, Simmons, William Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Stratton, John L. Taylor, Wade, and Watsh—34. 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were suspended, and joint resolution No. 7 
was taken from the Speaker’s table. ~ 

Mr. ORR. I now ask that the Senate’s amend- 
ments may be reported. 

The Clerk reported the amendments, as follows: 


First amendment: 
Strike out the first section. 


Second amendment: ` 
Strike out the third section. 


Third amendment: , 


Amend the second section by striking out all of that sec- 

tion after the word “< to,” in line thirteen, and insert in lieu 
. thereof the words following: 

Commander Duncan N. Ingraham, of the Navy of the 
United States, as a testimonial of the high sense entertained 
by Congress of bis gallant and judicious conduct on the 
2d July, 1853, in extending protection to Martin Kozsta, by 
rescuing him from illegal seizure and imprisonment on 
board the Austrian war brig Hussar. 


Mr. ORR. The change that was made by the 
Senate in the resolution adopted by the House, 
was to vote a medal to Captain Ingraham in lieu 
of the thanks of Congress, which were provided 
by the resolution. On examination it was found 
thatthe House proposed to pay to Captain Ingra- 
bam a more distinguished compliment than had 
ever been paid, I believe, to any other of our naval 
officers. The friends of Captain Ingraham did 
not desire that he should be distinguished above 
all his peers. The Senate resolution, I think, 
meets entirely the views of the House. I hope, 
therefore, that the House will concur in the Sen- 
ate’s amendments. I ask the previous question. 

The question being on the seconding the de- 
mand of the previous question, 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Straun and | 


Rosains were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 80, noes 40. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

‘The main question was then ordered to be put. 

The amendments of the Senate were then con- 
curred in. 

The Senate also proposed to amend the title so 
as to make it read, “a resolution directing the 
aioe gt of a medal to Commander Duncan N. 

ngraham.’? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DICK obtained the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman to 
yield me the floor for a moment, to enable me to 
ask the House to take up a joint resolution. 


| Wade, Walley, &ttihn B. Washburue, israel Washburn, |) 
! Tappan Wentworth, and Zollicoffer—7t. 


: son, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 


! man from North Carolina. 


PIONEER MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 


Mr. DICK. 1 wish to occupy the time of the 
House only fora moment myself, and then the | 
gentleman may have the floor. I ask the unani- | 
mous consent of the House to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House from the further con- 
sideration of Senate bill (No. 49) ‘‘ to incorporate 
the Pioneer Manufacturing Company, of George- 
town.” i 

Mr. WALSH. Is it the gentleman’s intention | 
to put the bill upon its passage? 

Mr. DICK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WALSH. Then I object. 

* Mr. DICK. I move to suspend the rules for 
that purpose. í 

The question was taken; and (two thirds having 
voted in the affimative) the rules were suspended. | 

Mr. DICK: I now submit the motion that the | 
Committee of the Whole be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill L have indicated. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and it was accordingly read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. DICK. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and that that motion 
be laid upon the table. j 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TITLE OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 
Mr. KERR. | ask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the further | 
consideration of Senate bill (No. 4) ‘ authorizing 
the President to confer the title of lieutenant gen- 
eral by brevet for eminent services. 
Mr. McMULLIN. Before that question is |} 
taken, I desire to make a suggestion to the gen- | 


Mr. WALSH. I object to the suggestion. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Speaker, have I not} 
the right to make a suggestion? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot oc- 
cupy the floor unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. KERR. Is there objection to the propo- | 
sition which I have submitted, Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. WALSH. Yes, sir; 1 object to it. ; 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I would suggest to the | 
gentleman from North Carolina to move a sus- | 
pension of the rules, for the purpose of taking up | 
the resolution of the Senate extending the session. | 
When that is disposed of, we can act on the reso- | 
lution which he has indicated + i 

Mr. KERR. I cannot yield to any gentleman, | 
or for any motion, as objection has been made. 
I move to suspend the rules for the purpose | 
have named. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 71, nays 82; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Banks, Bennett, 
Beison, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, | 
Clingman, Cook, Cullom, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Ed- | 


1 
I demand the yeas and | 


mands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Everbart, Fenton, į 
Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Greenwood, Grey, Aaron j 
Harlan, Haven, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, | 
Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Latham, McCulloch, McDougall, Mat- | 
teson, May, Morgan, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Penningion, |; 


= 


‘*no;”? because I believe that th 
it an annuity of $20,000. > ~ 


e bill carries with 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move that the naval appro- 
priation bill be taken from the table-for reference. 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 object. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Let the gentleman em- 
brace the river and harbor bill in his motion, and 
it will be agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move to suspend the rules 


to take up, and refer the general appropriation bill 
which I have indicated. 
Mr. MATTESON. 
nays. ; 
The yeas. and nays were ordered. ` 
Mr. HAVEN. I am as desirous as the gentle- 
man from Missouri can be, to have all the general 
appropriation bills disposed of; and I am sure 
thatif he will include the river and harbor bill, 
his motion will be carried unanimously. $ 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
101, nays 56; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C, Allen, 
Willis Alten, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bell, Bo- 
cock, Boyce, Bridges, Caskie, Chamberlain, Churchwell, 
Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dick, Dowdell, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M; Elliott, 
Ellison, English, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, 
Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, 
Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Houston, Hughes, Johnson, 
Danicl T. Jonesy George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kid- 
well, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, 
Macdonald, McDougall, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, 
Macy, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, 
Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Puillips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, 
Ruffin, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, William Sinith, 
Willian R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Richaid H., Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor 
L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, 
Walsh, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright-— 101, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bennett, Benson, Bugg, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Cook, Cullom, Thomas Davis, De Witt, 
Edmands, ‘Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, 
Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Haven, 
Henn, Hill, Howe. Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Lindsley, MeCul- 
loch, Matteson, Maurice, Morgan, Noble, Parker, Pen- 
nington, Preston, Pringle, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward. Simmons, John L. Taylor, 
Upham, Wade, Walley, Elihu Be Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, 
and Zollicoffer—56. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | ask leave to make a report 
from. the committee of conference appointed by 
the two Houses on the disagreeing votes on the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The report was submitted, and read by the 
Clerk, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing ‘votes of 
the two Houses on this bill (H. R. No. 48) “ making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment for the year ending 30th June, 1855, and for other 
purposes,” having met, after full and free conference, have 
agreed to recommend, and do recommend to their respective 


Houses as follows: ; 
hat the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 


{ demand the yeas and 


Tappan Wentworth, 


i} Honse of Representatives to the forty-fourth, fifty-seventh, 


seventy fifth, eighty third, one hundred and fifth, one huu- 
dred aud twenty-eighth, one hundred and fifty: first, one 
hundred and sixty-eight,and one hundred and seventy- fifth 
amendments of the Senate. : 

‘That the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 


Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, 

Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Simmons, William R. Smith, H 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Straub, John iy 
L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, 


NAYS—Messrs. James U. Allen, Wilis Allen, Barry, 


Belcher, Bell, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Caskie, |} 
: Chamberlain, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Craige, Thomas 
| Davis, Dowdell, Eastman, Edgerton, Ellison, English, Far- 
! ley, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Green, Grow, Samp- 


son W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, John- 


| Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, i 
: Macdonald, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Macy, Max- ; 


well, Smith Miller, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, ; 
Olds, Orr, Packer, Jobn Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, | 
Riddie, Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, | 
Skelton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. 
Stanton. Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, Walker, Walsh, John Wentworth, 
Daniel B. Wright, and HendrickB. Wright—82. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules, two 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. 
Pending the above vote, Messrs. Miirsoy, | 


had they been present when their names were | 

called they would have voted in the negative. 
Mr. STUART, of Michigan, said: Mr. Speak- 

er, I voted “aye,” but L changed, my vote to 


it 
it 


H amendment, 


i il $1,400, and one at 
Davis, of Indiana, and Barxspaxr, stated that, | 


House of Representatives to the one hundred and twenty- 
<econd amendment of the Senate with amendments, as fol- 
lows: Strike out the words “ created a consul with,” in 
ines one and two of Senate amendment, and in lieu thereof 
nsert the word allowed,” and after the word ‘annum’? 
in line three of said amendment insert the words “and 


i 
| the.” 
i 
it 


hat the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the one hundred and forty- fifth 
amendment of the Senate, with an amendment, as follows: 
Add at the end of the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the said Senate amendment, the words “* For 


repair and renewal of the gas pipes through the Capitol, 
> 


l 
{ 
i 
H 
H 
i 
i 


i $3,500. j K 
That the Senate do concur in the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the one hundred and sixty sec- 
ond amendment of the Senate, with the amendments as fol- 
lows: after the words ‘in the,” in line twenty four of the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to said Sen- 
| ate amendment, insert the words, “ First Auditor’s office, 
in addition to the present number, two clerks of class one ; 
in the,” and after the word «four? in line thirty of said 
insert “and that the Secretary of State be al- 
lowed, in addition to his present number of clerks, two at 
| an annual salary of $1,200 each, ene at an annual salary of 
an annual salary of $1,600. ` i 
That the Senate do recede from its eleventh, thirteenth, 
fourteenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, twenty 
first, twenty-second, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty- 
| eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-first, thirty-second, 
thirty-seventh, thirty-ninth, forty fifth, forty-sixth, forty~ 
| seventh, fortyeighth, forty-ninth, fiftieth, fifty-first, fifty- 


\ 
i 
| 
i 
| 
{ 
| 


anent of the Senate. 


second, fifty-third, fifty -fifth, fifty-ninth, sixtieth, sixty-first, 
sixty-second, sixty-third, sixty-fourth, sixty-sixth, sixty- 
eighth, sixty-ninth, seventieth, ‘seventy-first, eightieth, 
eighty-first, eighty-fourth, eighty-fifth, eighty-sixth, eighty- 
seventh, eighty-ninth, ninetieth ninety-ninth, one hundred 
and third, one hundred and sixth, one. hundred and tenth, 
one hundred and seventeenth, one hundred and eighteenth, 
one hundred and nineteenth, one hundred and twenty-first, 
one hundred and twenty-third, one hundred and twenty- 
ninth, one hundred and forty-second, one hundred and i 
forty-eighth, one hundred and fifty-third, one hundred and 
sixty-third; one hundred ang sixty-sixth, one hundred and 
aixty-itinth, one-hundred and seventieth, one hundred and 
seventy-first, one hundred and sevemty-second, one hun- 
dred and seventy-third, one hundred and seventy-fourth, 
one hundred and seventy-sixth, one hundred and seventy- 
eighth, ore hundred and seventy-ninth, one hundred and 
eightieth, one hundred and eighty first, one hundred and 
sighty-second, one hundred and eighty-fourth, one hundred 
and eighty-fifth, one hundred and eighty-sixth, and one 
hundred and eighty-seventh amendments. 

Thatthe Senate do recede from its twenty-third amend- 
ment, and concur in the original item, with an amendment, 

as follows: Strike out & 36,9,” in line twenty-four, page 
seven of the bill, and in lieu thereof insert “ 41,7,? 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the forty-second, one hundred and second, 
one hundred and fifteenth, one hundred and fifty-sixth, one 
hundred and fifty-eighth, one hundred and sixty-first, and 
one hundred and sixty-fitth amendments of the Senate, and 
agree thereto. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the ninety-seventh amendment of the Sen- 
ate, and agree thereto, with an amendment, as follows: 
Strike out all of the Senate amendment, and in lieu thereof 
insert: “ For extinguishment of private claims to the pos- 
session of the whole or any part of the custom-house lot in 
San Francisco, $10,000, ”? 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the one hundred and forty-seventh amend- 
mentof the Senate, and agree thereto, with an amendment, 
as follows: Strike out all after the word “ provided,” in 
line eight, to and including the word “direction,” in line 
eighteen, on page fifty-eight of the original bill, and in lieu 
thereof insert ‘that any officer of the Army or Navy who 
has been, or may be appointed hereafter, to disburse the 
money which is now, or may hereafter be, appropriated for 
the erection, alteration, or repair of any of the edifices, 
structures, or works for Which appropriations are made in 
this act shall be subject to all the Pains, penalties, and lia- 
bilities contained in the provisions of the act entitled € An 
act to provide for the better organization of the Treasury, 
and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue,’ approved August 6, 1846.” 

` That the House 
disagreement to the one hundred and forty-ninth amend- | 
ment of the Senate, and agree thereto, with an amendment, 
as follows: In line two of said amendment strike out (759) | 
and in lieu thereof insert “ 15,” 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the one hundred and sixty-fourth amend- 
ment of the Senate, and agree thereto, with an amendment, 
as follows: Strike outail after the word “ enacted,” inline 
one of said amendment, to the end thereof, and in lievin- 
sert “ that the Librarian of Congress shall receive $1,800, 
the Assistant Librarians $1,500 each, and the messenger 
$1,200 per annum, and the money is hereby appropriated 
to pay the same.” 

hat the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the one hundred and seventy-seventh 
amend mentof the Senate, andagree thereto, with anamend- 
ment, ag follows: Add at the end thereof the words & Pro. 
vided, That the said sum shall be in fallof all compensation 
to be received by said chaplains.” 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
amendment to the one hundred and eighty-eighth amend- 


That the House of Representatives do recede from its | 
disagreement to the thirty-third amendment of the Senate, 
and the Senate concur in the amendment of the House of | 
Representatives to the thirty-fourth amendment of the 
Senate, R. M. T. HUNTER 

$. D. BRIGHT, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
GEO, S. HOUSTON, 
8. G. HAVEN, 
THOS. A. HENDRICKS, { 
Managers on the part of the House. 

Pending the reading of the report, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to dispense with 
the further reading of the report, as it gives us no 
information. If the gentleman explain it as he 
goes along it will save time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1t would be very difficult for 
me to explain all the amendments that were acted 
on in the committee of conference, as there were | 
over one hundred amendments acted on by the! 
conferees, There were, Mr. Speaker, one hun- 
dred and five amendments in issue between the 
two Houses, which were submitted to the confer- | 
ees on this bill; and the action of the committee | 
is as follows: The Senate recede from seventy- 
eight of their amendments. The Senate concur 
in the amendments of the House to ten more of | 
their amendments. The Senate coneur in the 
amendments of the House to three of the Senate 
amendments with amendments. The House re- 
cede from nine amendments; and recede from dis- | 
agreement to five of the Senate amendments with 
amendments. : 


? 


of Representatives do recede from its i 


{i 


A Memsrr. What are these? 
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Mr. HOUSTON. 1 will pick out the nine 
amendments as I pass over them. I suppose the | 
six are not so important. The first amendment, || 
from a disagreement to which the House recedes, 
isthe one hundred and second. This isthe House 
provision: - 

For. the. annual- repairs and fixtures of custom-houses 
of the United States $30,501 59, and for alterations and re- | 
pairs of the custom-house at Baltimore heretofore made, 
and for rent of rooms during the repairs of said building, |; 
such sum as may by the Secretary of the Treasury be i 
deemed reasonable and proper of said amount, not to ex- | 
ceed $5,501 59. 

The Senate amended that by increasing the sum | 
to $43,001 59. The evidence submitted to the | 
Senate, and which came before the committee of | 
conference from the Secretary of Treasury, satis- 
fied the committee that a custom-hotse—i believe 
it was the one inSalem, Massachusetts—required 
repairs, and the Secretary had omitted it in making 
out his estimates. He asked that the appropřja- 
tion should be increased to $43,000. e com- 
mittee, therefore, have recommended aconcurrence 
in that amendment. : 

The next amendment, from a disagreement, to 
which the committee recommend the House to 
recede, is the one hundred and fifteenth. 

The clause, as it went from the House, I will | 
read: . 

For salaries of fifteen keepers. and twelve assistants, at 
an average not exceeding $600 per annum, $16,200. 

That refers to the keepers and assistants of the 
light-house upon the California and Pacific coast. 
The Senate amended that clause by striking out 
“< $600 per annum,” and inserting in lieu thereof 
‘* $800 per annum,’ and then altering theamount 
appropriated, so as to make it correspond. By 
their amendment the salaries of those light-house 
keepers and their assistants, will be $800 per an- 
num instead of $600. We agree to their amend- | 
ment. 

The next amendment, from a disagreement to | 
which the committee recommend the House to | 
recede, is the one hundred and fiftieth, as follows: 

For completing the improvement of Pennsylvania avenue 
west of Seventeenth street, $9,000. 

That is the portion of the avenue west of the 
War Department, and extending to Georgetown. 
In the estimation of the committee, it was thought 
proper to recede from our disagreement to that 
amendment: 


The next amendihent is on page eighty, and is 
numbered one hundred and fifty-five. Itreads as 
follows: 


For grading done by order of Ignatius Mudd, late Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, in reservation number sev- 
enteen, between Third street east and New Jersey avenue, 
$484 89. 


The committee found this money was due, and, 
therefore, determined to pay it. 


The next amendmentis on page eighty-five, and 
is. numbered one hundred and sixty-one. The 
Senate propose to insert the following: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to cause to be constructed the foliowing buildings: 

At New Orleans, Louisiana, a marine hospital, to cost 
not more than $24,800 ; and when said hospital shall have 
been completed, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause 
the old hospital at New Orleansto be sold, and the proceeds 
thercof to be placed in the Treasury of the United States. 

At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital, to coat not more 
than $75,000. 

At Pensacola, Florida, 
than $20,000, 

At Burlington, in the State of lowa, a marine hospital, 
to cost not more than $15,000, 

Src.—. sind be it further enacted, That the several sums 
mentioned in the preceding section as the cost of the build- 
ings therein authorized to be constructed, together with ten 
per cent. thereon to cover the compensation of architects, 
superintendents, advertising, and other contingent ex- 
penses, and so much as may be required to purchase suit- 
able sites for said buildings, be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, 
That no money hereby appropriated shall be used or ap- 
plied for the purposes mentioned until a valid title to the 
land for the site of such building, in each case, shail be 
vested in the United States, and until the State shall also 
duly release and relinquish to the United States the right 
to tax or in any way assess said site or the property of the 
United States that may be thereon during the time that the 
United States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 


This amendment was really concurred in by the 
House; but, owing to a mistake in the numbering, 


it was reported by the Clerk as non-concurred in. 
The committee have, therefore, reported that it be 


a marine hospital, to cost not more | 


l August 3, 


and numbered one hundred and sixty-five, The 
Senate propose to insert the following: + 
Sec. —. And be t further enacted, That the collections 


| of the Exploring Expedition, now in the Patent Office, be 


placed under the care and management of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents, who is hereby authorized to employ one 
principal keeper of said collections, at an annual salary of 
$900, one assistant keeper at an annualsalary of $750, one 
night watchman. at an annual salary of $600, and two la- 
borersat an annual salary each of $365. 

Upon examination of that amendment, Mr. 
Parce, of the Senate committee, who is a mem- 
ber of the Joint Committee on the Library, assured 
us that these officers are now kept up and paid to 
have charge of this collection. ‘The object of the 
amendment is only to relieve the Joint Committee 
on the Library from their responsibility concern- 
ing the matter. There is, I believe, an increase 
of one messenger, besides which it will cost no 
more money than under the present arrangement. 
The committee, therefore, report in favor of the 
House receding from its disagreement. 

These are all the amendments from which the 
House recedes from its disagreement to the Sen- 
ate amendments. There are five others, however, 
from which the House recede with amendments. 
The first of that class is on page seventy-eight, of 
the printed bill, and is as follows: 

For completing the bridge over the Potomac river, near 
the Little Falls, $75,000. 

The Senate committee agreed to strike out the 
* $75,000" and to insert “ 815,000,” which re- 
leases us from all responsibility in the matter. 

The next of that class is on page ninty-one, 
numbered one hundred and sixty-four. It reads: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1855, the pay of the librarian of Congress 
shall be $2,000, the pay of the two principal assistanta 
each $1,800, and that of the third assistant $1,200, and that 
of the messenger, $1,200 per annum. A : 

We have agreed to that amendment by amend- 
ing it so as to increase the salary of the librarian 
of the congressional library from $1,500 to $1,800 
per annum, that of his assistants to $1,500, and 
of the messenger to $1,200. This will put them 
about upon a par with the other employees about 
the Capitol. I believe they are the worst paid 
officers in our employ. 

The one hundred and seventy-seventh amend- 
ment isin the same category: It is the amend- 
ment proposing an increase of the compensation 
to the chaplains. The Senate receded. from that 
amendment; but before tbe conclusion of our con- 
ference, we learned that the House had passed a 
resolution giving the chaplain of the House an 
amount of money which would make his pa 
equal to that proposed by the amendment. e 
were then appealed to on the part of the Senate, 
We were told that bya law which governed them 
they could not vote out of the contingent fund 
anything to increase the compensation of the 
chaplain of the Senate. We then agreed to re- 
consider, and to put both chaplains on an equal 
footing. However, we attached the following 
proviso, to prevent any misunderstanding in rela- 
tion to the action of the House: f 


Provided, That the said sum shall be in full for the com- 
pensation to be received by said chaplains. 


Mr. HUGHES. Whatis the amount? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Seven hundred and fifty 
dollars. The chaplains have heretofore received 
by law $500 each, as salary; but at the termina- 
tion of every session they have had the usual 
extra compensation of $250 each allowed them. 
So regularly had they received it, that they regarded 
it as a part of their salary. That terminates these 
amendments. Now, if the committee desire fur- 
ther explanation 

(Cries of ‘No! you have done well, and de- 
serve the thanks of the House.””] 

Mr. COBB. What has become of the water- 
works? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Senate have receded 
from them. 

[Cries of ** Question!” «Question! zij 

The question was taken; and the report of the 
committee of conference was adopted, 

Mr. ORR. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which that report was adopted; and that that mo- 
tion be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 
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retained. 
The next amendment is upon page ninety-one, | 


Mr. HUGHES. - I move to take up the Senate 
resolution changing the day for the adjournment 
of the session. 


¢ 
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pended, in order that that resolution may be taken 
up and considered, ` 

Mr. MATTESON. 
nays. . 
Mr. HENN. I should like to say one word 
before the vote is taken. It is utterly impossi- 
ble—— 7 

[Cries of ‘Order !’?] 

Mr. PHELPS. — I hopethat the gentleman may 
be allowed to make his statement. He is a mem- 
ber of the Enrolling. Committee. 

Mr. MATTESON. Fobjectto any statement. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jones, of 
Tennessee.) The gentleman from lowa is a 
member of the committee which is charged at this 
stage of the session with more business than any 
other, Is it the pleasure of the House to hear 
what he has to say in regard to the business of 
that committee ? 

Mr. MATTESON. I object. 

_ Mr. HENN. 1 willstate to the House that it 
is utterly impossible for the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills——— 

{Cries of ‘ Order!” 

Mr. McMULLIN. Let the gentleman make 
his statement. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks || 
that that being a privileged committee—it having 
the right to report at any time—the gentleman 
may have a right to make a statement of the con- 
dition of the business before it. i 

Mr. MURRAY. The Committee on Enrolled 
Bills merely desire to make a report, in order that 
the House may understand the condition of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. HAVEN. Will the House allow me to | 
say a word to my friends around me. 1 hope 
they will hear the gentleman from the Committee 
on Enrolled Bills. We all desire to know the | 
condition of the business, and to do what is 


right. 

Mr. HENN. It is utterly impossible for the 
Committee on Enrolled Bills to compare all the 
bills that the Elouse and Senate are acting upon 
between thie time and twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. HAVEN. If it is the pleasure of the | 
House to act upon all the appropriation bills, in- 
cluding the river and harbor bill, I have no ob- 
jection then, whatever, tg interpose to any course 
the House may see fit to take. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
to extend the time. 


REFERENCE OF APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair was 
about to ask if it is the pleasure of the House to 
take up the appropriation bills which have been 
returned from the Senate with amendments for 
the purpose of reference. If there be no objection, 
the bills will be presented. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I object. 

Mr. PRESTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon the motion made by the gentleman from 

ew York, (Mr. Hucuss.] i) 

Mr. HUGHES. I withdraw the motion 1! 
made, and move to suspend the rules to enable 
those appropriation bills to be taken up and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. GOODE. I desire to ask the Presiding 
Officer whether it is in order to take up more than 
one bill at a time? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
thinks that it is in order to move to suspend the 
rules to take up every one ofthem. Itisin order 
to move to suspend the rules to go to the business 
on the Speaker’s table, including everything on 
it; and the motion can be limited to any less num- 
ber than all the business on the Speaker’s table. 
The Chair thinks that the business which is in- 
cluded in this motion is sufficiently indicated | 
by the character of the motion to enable the mem- i! 
hers of the House to vote intelligently. l 

The question is on the suspension of the rules; 
on which tellers have been demanded. | 

Tellers were not ordered. | 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. i 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. | 

| 
| 


I demand the yeas and 


I will vote 


The question was taken; and, ona division, 
there were—ayes 105, noes 33. 

So (there being more than two thirds in the af- 
firmative) the rules were suspended. 


ii 
H] 


a 


The question being upon Mr. Hucues’s motion 
that the House appropriation bills, with the Sen- 
ate amendments, be taken from the Speaker’s 
table+— 

Mr. GOODE. Do I understand the Speaker to 
decide that it is in order to take a vote upon a 
motion to take up more than one bill at a time? , 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Certainly, the 
Chair decides that the gentleman could move to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of taking up all 
of the bills upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. GOODE. Isit in order to take up two bills 
at a time and refer them? 

The SPEAKER. Itis in order to move totake 
them all up, one at a time in their order. We 
never put two bills upon their passage at once. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

The following bill was then taken from the 
Speaker’s table: 

An act making appropriations for the repair 
preservation, and completion of certain public 
works heretofore commenced under the authority 
of law, 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Simultaneous with the announcement that the 
bill was so referred, 

Mr. LETCHER said: Cannot the yeas and 
nays be ordered upon its reference ? 

The SPEAKER. Suppose you do not refer it. 


| The Chair decides, however, that it is referred. 


Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman is willing to 
take a vote upon it without reference, we are 


ready. 

Mr. LETCHER. I understand the Speaker to 
say that the vote has been taken, and that the bill 
is referred. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
rules require that bills making appropriations shall 
have their first consideration in the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LETCHER. Does the Speaker, then, de- 
cide that the yeas and nays cannot be had on the 
question of reference? 

The SPEAKER. Any member of the House 
can move to refer it to a standing committee, and 
he can call the yeas and nays upon that motion. 
He can also move to refer it to the Committee of 


| the Whole on the state of the Union; and if the 


question were not already decided, perhaps he 
could call the yeas and nays upon that; but if he 
failed in referring it, he could not have it con- 
sidered and put upon its passage. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 know it could not be con- 
sidered; but I called for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion to refer. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the call 
came too late. 

Mr. LETCHER. The yeas and nays were 
called for before the decision was announced. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear that 
call. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, I take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 


‘| result of the vote was announced before he heard 


the call for the yeas and nays, and from that decis- 


ion the gentleman from Virginia appeals. [Laugh- |; 


ter. 

Mr. PRESTON. I move to lay the appeal upon 
the table. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Does the Chair decide that it 
is too-late to take an appeal after the question has 
been announced? 

The SPEAKER. After the result of the vote 
has been announced. 

The question was then taken; and decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the appeal was laid upon the table. 

The following bill was then taken from the 
Speaker’s table: 

An act making appropriation for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending June 30, 1855. 

Mr.PHELPS. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the; 


Union. 
EXTENSION OF THE SESSION-—~AGAIN. 
Mr. HUGHES. I withdraw my motion to 


suspend. the rules for the purpose of allowing the 
appropriation bills to be referred... J: now again” 
ask the consent of the House to take up the joint 
| resolution extending the session until Monday 
| next. Iam opposed to extending the séssion, 
but I want the question to be settled. x 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I object. e 
Mr: HUGHES. I move to suspend the rules 
j to enable me to move to take up that resolution. | 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the House. will allow. 
me to say just one sentence. R 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion is 
not debatable. 

„Mr. HAVEN. 1 am aware of that, but [-de- 
sire to say to the House that I am thankful for 
what it has just done, and that especially after 
the statement that has just been madé by a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, [Mr. 
Hewn,] in reference to the condition of the busi-- 
ness of the House. I shall interpose, and I hope 
our friends on this side of the House will interpose, 
no further objection to the extension of the ses- 
sion. If it is the will of the majority, 1 am will- 
ing to sacrifice three more days to accomplish the 
object we have in view. f 

1Gries of “Order!” f “4 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion to suspend the rules. = 

The yeas and nays were ordered. >>, : 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 79, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James © Allen, Appleton, Barry, 
| Belcher, Bell, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bugg, Caskie, 
! Chamberlain, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, John G. Davis, 
Eastman, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Faulk- 
i ner, Florence, Goodrich, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. 
Harris, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Hunt, 
Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kerr, Lamb, 
Letcher, McDougall, McMullin, McNair, Macy, Maxwell, 
May, Smith Miller, Millson, Noble, Olds, Orr, Phelps, Phil- 
lips, Pratt, Preston, Riddle, David Ritchie, Rowe, Seward, 
Shower, Singleton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
vens, Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G, 
Taylor, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Walker, Bilihu B. Wash- 
burne, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wesibrook, 
Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—79, 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 
Bennett, Bliss, Bridges, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Caruthers, Chandler, Chastain, Churchwell, Craige, Cum- 
ming, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dowdell, 
| Dunham, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, English, 
Farley, Fenton, Fiagler, Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, 
Green, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Hill, Howe, 
Hughes, Daniel T. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Knox, Kurtz, 
Lilly, Lindsley, McCulloch, McQueen, Matteson Mor, an, 
Murray, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Parker, Pen- 
nington, John Perkiss, Powel, Pringle, Reese, Robbins, 
Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Shaw, Skelton, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, Trout, Wade, 
Walley, Walsh, Israel Washburn, and Wells—78 

So (two thirds not having voted in the affirma- 
| tive) the rules were not suspended. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HENN said: As I made a statement some 
| time ago which might mislead somegentlemen.as to 
| their votes, I will say, that upon consultation with 
one of my colleagues [Mr. Gren] upon the Com- 
i mittee on Enrolled Bills, he gave it as his opinion 
i that the committee could examine all the bills be- 
fore the hour fixed for adjournment to-morrow, if 
ithe House will pass them. Such, however, is 
| not my opinion. 

; Mr. GREEN. I desire to say, asa member 
| of that committee, that I think the Committee on 
i Enrolled Bills can examine properly all the bills, 
‘if the House will pass them, before twelve o’clock 
| to-morrow morning. 

| Mr. PRESTON. As some gentlemen upon 
| the other side of this House have intimated that if 
| the session be extended until Monday, we can in 
| the mean time take up and dispose of the river and 
| harbor bill, I desire to know whether such is the 
| understanding, and upon the answer will depend 
| my vote upon this motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I willstate to the House that, 

i under the circumstances stated by my friend from 
| Kentucky on my left, I am willing the river and 
Í harbor bill shall come up and receive a fair vote. 
ji Iam opposed to the bill but Lam ready to vote 
at once. 

i Mr. PRESTON. Then I vote aye. 

The Speaxer here resumed the chair. . 

| ENROLLED BILLS. 

i Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
| Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a joint rese- 
T lution and bill of the following titles; which were 
i signed by the Speaker: 
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> Joint resolution directing the. presentation of a 
medal to. Commander Duncan N. Ingraham; and 
“An act for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh, and 
to repeal the act to aid the Territory of Minnesota 
in the construction of a railroad therein. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole‘on the state of the 
Union.» © ; Eaa Y 

: Mri HAVEN. ` Before that motion is put, I 
desiré to. offer a resolution closing debate upon 
the two bills which have just been referred to the 
Committee of. the Whole. i 

Mr. PHEGPS. That is not in order. 

Mr. HAVEN.: The Chair ruled the other day 
that such’a.motion was in order. 

“Mr. ENGLISH. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. ; 

The Jaestion wastaken, and the House refused 
to adjourn; there being, on a division, only forty- 
three votes in the affirmative. sa 

POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I am directed by the com- 
mittee of conference on the part of the House, on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses in refer- 


ence to the Post Office appropriation bill, to report ji 


that, after meeting with the committee of confer- 
ence on the part of the Senate, and a full confer- 
ence, they have been unable to agree. — They 
recommend that the House do insist on its dis- 
agreement to the amendments of the Senate. If 
that bedone, I shall then move the appointment 
of. another committee of conference. on 

` The question was taken; and the House insisted 
on its disagreement to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the Post Office appropriation bill, and asked 
for acommittee of conference. f 

Thereupon the SPEAKER appointed Messrs. 
Ouns, CHANDLER, and Bococx, as the managers 
on the part of the House. , 

“The question was taken; and Mr. PueLrs’s 
motion was agreed to. i . 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. MeMouuiy in the chair.) 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first question before 
the committee for consideration is the amendments 
of. the Senate to the river and harbor bill. 

First amendment: 

Strike out “$18,000” and insert in lieu thereof ‘ $100,- 
000,” so that the paragraph will read : . 

For continuing the improvement of the Des Moines rap- 
idg, in the Mississippi river, $100,000, 

Mr. HAVEN. Imoveaconcurrence in that 
amendment. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ilinois, demanded 
tellers, which were ordered; and Messrs, Grey 
and McDoucaut were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
ayes 69, nves 75. ‘ 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

Second amendment: 

To fine seven hundred and ten, after the words “New 
York harbor,” insert, the words “ for continuing the remo- 
val of rocks at Heil Gate and Diamond Reef, New York 
harhor, including the amount expended prior to August 30, 

52, $20,000. 9? 

Mr. PHELPS. I propose to reduce the 
amount ten dollars, If I understand the history 
of the matter, it is this. Some citizens in the city 
of New York concluded that they would endeavor 
to improve the harbor of New York. A gentle- 
man by the name of Maillefert was employed, I 
believe, to remove the rocks at Hell Gate. If it 
is the duty of the Government of the United States 
to reimburse to the citizens the funds advanced by 
them for improving the harbor of New York in 
this appropriation bill, it is also proper and right 
that-they should reimburse to the citizens of Bal- 
timore the amount of money which individuals 
have expended upon the harbor of that city. 

It-will be recollected that a bill passed the Sen- 
ate proposing to appropriate $140,000 for the im- 
provement of Cape Fear river, North Carolina; 
and it also contained another appropriation of 
$50,000 for the purpose of reimbursing the amount 
to the city of Wilmington which they had ex- 
pended, An appropriation of $150,000 was also 

-proposed for the purpose of improving the harbor 
ofthat city. The bill which we now have under 
eonsideration contains an appropriation for the 
provement of the harbor at Dubuque. If it be 
Pehecto refund this money to New York, ‘it is 


| alsó right to refund it to the private citizens or 
corporations of other towns and.cities who have 
expended money for the purpose of improving the 
navigation of the rivers or bays on which such 
towns are situated. . 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. We have 
no time to lose. l, therefore, simply say that I 
oppose the amendment. ; 

Mr. PHELPS. -1 withdraw my amendment. 
I only offered it for the purpose of making this 
explanation. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I desire to ask 
whether this appropriation is for the purpose of 
refunding money expended by the corporation of 
New York, or by any private individuals? i 

Mr. WENTWORTH. All that I can say is, 
that this amendment was added to the bill of the 
Senate, and that the distinguished Senator from 
the State of Michigan voted for it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. STUART. i do not care if all the Sena- 
tors voted for it. I do not vote for it except I 
understand it toberight. 1 hope some gentleman 
will give me the information 1 want, l appeal to 
my friend from New York. If itis right, b shall 
vote for it. 

Mr. HAVEN. Does the gentleman from Michi- 
gan inquire of me? 

Mr. STUART, Yes, sir. 

Mr. HAVEN. I cansafely say to the gentle- 
manfrom Michigan, in reference to this amend- 
ment, that although I have no information on the 
subject other than that derived from having heard 
the amendment read, and though it was not betore 
our committee, yet, from the reading of the amend- 
ment, and from ihe knowledge that | have of the 
history of the case, I ain aware that this sum in- 
cludes some $6,000 or $8,000 which has been ex- 
pended. prior to the time mentioned in the amend- 
ment itself, 

Mr. PHELPS. Nine thousand dollars. 

Mr. HAVEN. Very well. And the balance, 
I suppose, is for the purpose of completing the 
work. That is what I suppose it to be. I can- 
not, on my honor, say how the trath of the mat- 
ter really is; but L have no doubt that it is as I 
have stated, 

Mr. STUART. Was the $9,000 expended 
under the direction of the Government of the 
country ? ; < 

Mr. HAVEN. The $9,000, or whatever sum 
it was, as I understand it, was expended by some 
of the large forwarding merchants and ship owners 
of the city of New York, for the purpose of as- 
certaining whether this was a practical and feasi- 


bie operation. Mr, Maillefert removed that rock, 
and opened this dangerous passage through Fell 
Gate, and thereby saved hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in shipping and property transported, 
which would be otherwise in danger of loss and 
destruction, f can make no further explanation. 

Mr. CUMMING. 1l propose to amend the 
amendment of the Senate by increasing the ap- 
propriation $20,000. Sir, the merchants of New 
York do not come begging to Congress. 1 live 
myself on the other side of the river; but I take 
pleasure in saying so. They do not come here 
to beg an appropriation. They are willing, and 
their representatives are willing, to give large sums 
tall over the South, East, and West, for the im- 
| provement of rivers and harbors. This appropri- 
| ation is for the improvement of one of the most 
| important entrances to the most important port in 
i the United States—to the port which pours into 
your Treasury the very money which we are all 
| quarreling about. These gentlemen had sub- 
scribed certain sums of money for the purposes of 
testing the feasibility of removing the rocks from 
Hell Gate. They proceeded to a certain extent, 
i and found thatit wasa thing which could be done. 
i They have already removed rocks from that place 
to an extent sufficient to enable any vessels to 
enter there—rocks upon which have been stranded 
hundreds of merchant vessels; and not only that, 
but rocks upon which frigates have been stranded, 
and innumerable lives lost. They have made that 
| which was a terror to the navigators of Long 
| Island sound, almost a plain open channel. Now 
| they ask a small sum of money to enable them 
; to complete that which they have so successfully 
j commenced; though I do not believe they have 
begged for what the Senate have inserted here. 
They ask asmall sum of money to make an open 
and plain channel of that which has been the Scylla 


and Charybdis of this country. I hope, there- 


fore, that instead of refusing these gentlemen, if 
they ask it, this small sum, you will put. the 
amount at twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars 
instead of $20,000. 

Mr. FULLER. Itistrue that Hell Gate is one 
of the most dangerous places of navigation in our 
whole country. Itis true that I regard the im- 
provement at the point for which this. appropria- 
tion is proposed, as one of the most important and 
valuable ones. And it is true that the merchants 
of New York, who tested the experiment of re- 
moving those rocks, through the agency of Mr 
Maillefert, are entitled to great credit for their en- 
terprise, and they had the satisfaction of seeing 
that the money in that instance did a great deal of 
good; for everybody knows that the result of their 
labors was the increase of the depth of the water 
from eight to eighteen feet. But Lam opposed to 
the principle of refunding to private individuals, 
the money which they have subscribed for such a 
purpose. Perhaps the original contributors may 
have become insolvent, or may have died; and in 
such instances it would be utterly impracticable 
to refund the money to them.. 

Mr. WALSH. The merchants of New York 
are able to make their own improvements, and 
they do not want a cent refunded. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. F offer the following as an 
amendment to the amendment: 

And the amount which has been heretofore expended 
by any city or town for the improvementof the river or har- 
bor upon which it is situated, shall be refunded, and be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
pifated. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of illinois. I rise toa 
question of order. That amendment introduces a 
new item into the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order, and decides that the amendment is 
in order, as being germane to the amendment of 
the Senate. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam willing to yield any credit 
to the city of New York for the enterprise of its 
merchants. I know it is a city where the mer- 
chants are enterprising. J know they are wealthy, 
and are ready to do anything to promote the in- 
terest of the city, and I rejoice in the prosperity 
of the city. But when you undertake to legislate 
money into the pockets of individuals who have 
paid it out for these improvements in one portion 
of the Union, why not g® to the other portions of 
the Union and refund the money which has been 
paid out for such improvements in the small cities 
and towns? When you undertake to refund this 
money to the city of New York, the great com- 
mercial emporium of the nation, why not do the 
same for the city of St. Louis, the city which I, 
in part, represent. upon this floor? 

Sir, the city of St. Louis has expended some two 
of three hundred thousand dollarsin making im- 
provements in her harbor, because the General 
Government would not remove the obstructions 
there; and the money has been raised from her citi- 
zens by taxation. They did it for the purpose of 
promoting the prosperity of the city. Butif it be 
proper to refund those $9,000 to New York, be- 
cause she comes here as a suppliant, it is equally 
rightto refund to St. Louis the two or three hun- 
dred thousand dollars which her citizens have 
paid. Itis right that the citizens of Wilmington 
should be paid for what they have expended in 
their harbor; and it is equally right and proper 
that the money expended by all the cities in the 
United States for such purposes should be refunded 
to them. 

Mr. CUMMING. Has New York ever re- 
fused to vote to St. Louis, or any other city, what 
they have asked for improvements like these? 

Mr. PHELPS. What I asked was, that St. 
Louis should be placed upon the same footing 
with New York in this bill. 

Mr. CUMMING. I am perfectly willing, so 
far as I am concerned, to place St. Louis upon the 
same footing with New York in this bill. F am 
willing to place Wilmington, North Carolina, 
upon the same footing. I am willing to place 
Baltimore upon the same footing. I am willing 
to place Boston, or any other city in the United 
States, upon the same footing with New York. 

Mr. HAVEN. Lfear we are taking uptoo much 
of the time of the committee’ in discussing these 
amendments. It seems to me we cannot. well 
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_ spend more without prejudice to other bills, which 
need the action of the House.. I may be allowed 
to say, however, that I did not expect my friend 
from Missouri would be willing to go before the 


country as such an ardent advocate for refunding... 


money paid out by private citizens for such im- 
provements. For one, l am quite willing that this 
amendment should be non-concurred in. In fact, 
lam inclined to think the committee had better 
non-concar in it; but I hope, at all events, they 
will vote upon it without further discussion. 

Mr. PHELPS. [am nota friend to these ap- 
propriations, but I am a friend to justice—justice 
to all sections of the Union. 

[Cries of tt Order !”? * Order !??] 

ane, CHAIRMAN. No further debate is in 
order. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Puenrs was 
then disagreed to. X 

Mr. HENN. I move to decrease the appro- 
priation one dollar. 

Mr. HAVEN. While I do not wish to inter- 
fere with my friend from Iowa, I must raise a 
question of order upon his amendment. The 
Senate amendment does not make any specific 
appropriation. Itisto refund the money which 
has been paid. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
the amendment of the gentleman from Iowa to 
move to decrease the appropriation for New York, 
and if that is his amendment, the Chair thinks it 
is in order. 

Mr. HAVEN. But there is no specific appro- 
priation named in the Senate amendment, and, 
therefore, an amendment cannot be offered to re- 
duce any amount, 

The CHAIRMAN, Then the Chair will de- 
cide the amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. HENN. I move to strike out the whole 
appropriation for New York. 

Mr. HAVEN. Again I raise a question of or- 
deri There is no specific appropriation for New 
York. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will then be 
compelled to decide the amendment out of order. 

Mr. ENN. Well, sir, [ move to strike out 
of the Senate amendment the words ‘including 
the amount expended prior to August 30.” 

The CHAIRMAN. That is in order. 

Mr. HENN. I wish to say only two or three 
words, and not to consume the time of the com- 
mittee. I wish to know whether the friends of 
the river and harbor bill are going to stand by 
each other? If they are, let us vote down this 
and every other amendment to the bill. 

[Cries of “ Order !”] 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman ought to confine 
himself to his proposition, and not lecture his 
@iends here. 

Mr. HENN. I wish to know whether the 
friends of the river and harbor bill desire to have 
it go back to the Senate or not? If we concur in 
all these amendments, it will not go back, and then 
we may save the bill. I wish to see all its true 
friends, then, try to save it. I withdraw the 
amendment. 

Mr. WALSH. I object to the withdrawal of 
the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. . 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
of the Senate was non-concurred in, 

Third amendment: 


After this paragraph: “ For continuing the reopening of 
a communication between the Albemarle Sound, in North 
Carolina, and the Atlantic ocean, $50,000,” add the fol- 
lowing: 

Jn addition to the sum of $50,000 appropriated by the act 


of August 30, 1852, and this sum, as well as a former ap- | 


propriation, may be used for a breakwater, or such other 
works as the Secretary of War may deem best adapted to 
accoinplish that object. 


Mr. HAVEN. 
that amendment. 

The amendment wag non-concurred in. 

Fourth amendment: 

For the improvement of the Brazos river, in the State of 
Texas, $44,000. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois, I hope 
there will be a non-concurrence in the amend- 
ment. 22,9 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fifth amendment: 

Insert the words “ and Passaic river, below the town of 


I hope we shall non-concur in | 


| YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bennett, Benson, f 


Newark and of Newark bay,” so that the paragraph wili 
read: 

For continuing the improvement of the harbor at New-. 
ark, and Passaie river, below the town of Newark, and of 
Newark bay, New Jersey, $25,000. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I move, pro forma, to 
increase the appropriation one dollar. 

I have only to say to the committee that. this 
amendment of the Senate is proper and necessary 
to subserve the purpose for which the appropria- 
tion was originally put into the bill. 

i withdraw my amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment of 
the Senate was non-concurred in, there being, on 
a division, only forty-nine votes in the affirmative. 

Sixth amendment: 


For the survey of the harbors of San Pedro, Santa Bar- 
bara, Monterey, San Francisco, Humboldt, and Trinity, 
in the State of California, and the rivers Sacramento, San 
Joaquin, and Colorado, and the harbor of Appalachicola, 
Florida, $50,000. 

Fora survey for a breakwater at Grace’s Point, Block 
Island, $5,000. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to say if there is 
any part of the bill that is legitimate that amend- 
ment is. : 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Seventh amendment: 


Page fifteen, line eight, after the word “ bidders,’ strike 
out all to the end of the bill, which comprises the follow- 
ing words: 

Provided, That all persons entrusted with the disburse- 
ment of the fund appropriated for the works named in this 
act shalt be required to give bond and ample security for 
the faithful application of the same. 


The amendment was non-concurred in, 


Eighth amendment: 

Add at the end of the bill the following section: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of War be, and he is hereby, authorized to contract with 
the proper parties for the purchase of Grant’s pass near the 
entrance of Mobile harbor, on the mail route from New 
Orleans to Mobile, and that he report said contract to Con- 
gress at its next session for approval, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. HAVEN. I movethat the committee rise, 
and report the amendments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had under consideration 
the Union generally, and particularly the Senate |} 
amendments to House bill (No. 392) ‘* making 
appropriations for the repair, preservation, and 
completion of certain public works heretofore 
commenced under the authority of law,” and had 
instructed him to report back the same to the 
House, with a recommendation that the House 
disagree to all sajg amendments. 

Mr. HAVEN. Icallforthe previous question. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 move to lay the amend- 
ments on the table; and on that I ask the yeas agd* 
nays, if I am in time in doing so. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. Is it competent 
to ask a separate vote on the several amendments? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jones, of | 
Tennessee, in the chair.) Itis competent to do so. | 

Mr. STUART. Then I demand a separate | 
vote on each of the amendments. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the Chair whether, | 
if the motion to lay the amendments on the tabie 
prevail, it does not carry the whole bill with it? 

The SPEAKER pro lempore. If the amend 
ments are laid on the table, they carry the bill 
with them. 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw my motion to } 
lay the amendments on the table. 

The previous question was then secon 
the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. ORR. I ask the yeas and nays on the | 
adoption of the first amendment. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered. i 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the negative—yeas 70, nays 76; as follows: i 
i 


Bliss, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Clark, Cook, |! 
Cullom, Cumming, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis. DeWitt, | 
Dick, Disney, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, Edimands, © 
Thomas Ð. Eliot, Eliivon, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Fior- || 
ence, Franklin, Goodrich, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Haven, | 
Hendricks, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Johnson, Knox, La- | 
tham, Lindsley, McCulloch, Matteson, Morgan, Noble, | 

l 

i 


Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, 
David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Sim 
mons, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Nathaniel 
G. Taylor, Thurston, Upbam, Wade, Walley, EHibu B. 
Wasbburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, |} 
Tappan Wentworth, and Zollicoffer—70, 

WAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, Barks- 
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dale, Barry, Belcher, Bell, Bocock, Boyce;. Breckinridge, 
Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastain, Church- 
well, Cobb, Craige, Dawson, Dowdell, Edmundsots, ‘Jobin 
M. Elliot, English, Everhart, Faulkner, Fuller, Gamble, 
Goode, Greenwond, Grow, Witey-P. Harris, Hibbard, Hous- 
ton, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, -George W: Jones, Keitt, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, .MceMullin, 
McNair, McQueen, Macy, May, SmigpMiller, Mijison, 
Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, Jobii Per- 
kins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Riddle, Ruffin; Shaw, Shower, 
Singteton, Skelton, William: Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Richard H. Stanton, Straton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, 
Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Walsh, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—76. 


So the first amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the first amendment has been non-con- 
curred in; and I also move that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table, ` 

Mr. HENN (at half past one o’clock, a. m.) 
moved that the House do now adjourn. > 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that there be a call 
of the House. š 

Mr. HENN. Then I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. And I withdraw the motion 
that I made to reconsider the vote by which the 
first amendment was rejected. act 

The call of the House was not ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it in order now 
to move to lay the bill and amendments on the 
table? : ; : 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Itisin order to 
move to lay the amendments on the table. 

Mr. SMITH. Then 1 move to lay theamend- 
ments on the table. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
cannot do so. The motion fora call of the House 
is not in order when the previous question has 
been ordered. 

Mr. PRINGLE, (at one o’clock and thirty-five 
minutes, a.m.) Then I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. ORR Is that the entertainment that our 
friend over the way invited us to? ; 

{Laugbter, and cries of ‘* Order!”] ; 

The question was taken; and the motion to ad- 
journ was not agreed to. 

The question recurring on Mr. Smrra’s motion, 

Mr. PHELPS. [appeal to my friend from 
Virginia to withdraw his motion to lay the amend- 
ments on the table. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, I do so. 

Mr. WALSH. And I renew it. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, On that motion I ask the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 68, nays 85; as follows: 

YVEAS.—Meesrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, 
Brooks, Caskie, -Chastatn, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, 
Dowdell, Dunham, Edmundson, John M., Eltiott, Ever- 
hart, Faulkner, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Grow, Wiley P. 
Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Keit, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, 
Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, MceMullin, McNair, McQueen, May, 
Miilson, Morrison, Murray, Olds, Orr, Packer, John Per- 
kins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Ruffin, Shaw, Sin- 
gleton, Skelton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, Strat- 
ton, Straub, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, Danie! B. 
Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bell, Benson, Bliss, 
Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, 
Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Cook, Cullom, Cumming, 
Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Eastman, 
Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Bilisou, English, 
Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Goodrich, 


i Green, Greenwood, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Henn, 


Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Knox, Latham, 
Lindsley, McCulloch, Matteson, Maurice, Smith Miller, 
Morgan, Noble, Ylordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, 
Preston, Pringle, Riddte, David Ritchie, Robbins, Russell, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shower, Simmons, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, David 
Start, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vansant, 
Wade, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Yates, and 
Zollicefter—85. 


So the House refused to lay the amendments on 
the table. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. MAXWELL stated that he had paired off 


ii with Mr. BALL. 


Second amendment: 


Page ten, line six, after words ‘ New York harbor,” in- 
sert ibe words ‘including the amount expended prior to 
August 30, 1852.7? 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on that amendment, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
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The question was taken; and the amendment 
was nhon-concurred in. 
Third amendment: 


Page eleven, line five, after the appropriation of $50,000 
for reopening a communication between the Albemarle 
Sound in North Carolina and the Atlantic oecan, insert the 
following as part. he same clause :` $ 

Tn addition to the sum of $50,000 appropriated by the act 
of Augist'30, 1852, which stm is hereby reappropriated.for 
a breakwater or such other works as the Seeretary of War 
may deem best adapted to accomplish that object. ` 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 


Page twelve, line five, after the appropriation for the im 
provement of the Colorado river, in Texas, insert : 

For the improvement of the Brazos river, in the State of 
Texas, $44,000. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fifth amendment: 

Page thirteen, line twenty-seven, insert the words “ and 
Passaic river below the town of Newark and of Newark 
bay 3? so as to make the clause read: 

For continuing the improvement of the harbor at Newark 
and Passaic river below the town of Newark and of Newark 
bay, New Jersey, $25,000, 

Mr: FENTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
tellers upon the question. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment. was non-concurred in. 


‘Sixth amendment: 

Page thirteen, after line eight, insert the following: 

For the survey of the harbors of San Pedro, Santa Bar- 
bara, Monterey, San Francisco, Humboldt, and Trinity, in 
the State of California, and the rivers Sacramento, San 
Joaquin, and Colorado, and the harbor of Appalachicola, 
Fiorida, $15,000. 

Mr. HAVEN. 
ment, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messre. CHAMBER- 
Lam and Prarr were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes fifty-one, (not a majority of a quorum.) 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

Seventh amendment: 

Page fifteen, line eight, afterthe word “ bidders” strike 
out to the end of the bill, as follows: 

And provided, That all persons intrusted with the dis- 
bursement of the funds appropriated for the works named 
in. this act, shall be required to give bond and ample security 
for the faithful application of the same. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Eighth amendment: 

Add at the end of the bill the following : 

Sec.4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War be, and he is hereby, authorized, to contract with the 
proper: parties for the purchase of Grant’s Pass, near the 
entrance of Mobile harbor, on the mail route from New 
Orleans to Mobile, and that he report said contract to Con- 
gress, at its next session for approval. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Hlinois. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the amendments 
were non-concurred in, and to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon. the table. 

Tlie latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I now move to sus- 
pend. the 16th and 17th joint rules to allow the bill 
ee to the Senate. 

he SPEAKER. The motion is not necessary 
as. those rules have been suspended for the remain- 
der of the session. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the rules be sus- 
ended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
ommittee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union. 

Mr. HENN. [ask the gentleman from New 
York to withdraw that motion to permit me to 
offer a resolution providing for paying the mail 
boys who are so constantly bringing our mail to 


I call for 


I call for tellers. on that amend- 


purpose. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Irisetoaprivileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the bill to 
provide for carrying into effect the late treaty be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain was 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union. 


Mr. ORR, Fask the Speaker if that motion is 


in order? Does not the motion of the gentleman | 


from New York to go into a Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of Union take precedence? 
Mr. HAVEN. 


I only desire to say that I have | 


<sogelle of a navy-yard there. 


no disposition to take any control over these mat- 
ters. [am perfectly willing to leave the arrange- 
ment and disposal of the business of the House, 


“to the gentlemen upon the other side of the House. 


Mr. PHELPS. I Hope the gentleman from 
New Hampshire will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. HIBBARD.. At the request of gentle- 
men around me, I will withdraw my proposition 
to reconsider. . ae 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can have it 
entered, and. taken up at any time. 2 

Mr. McMULLIN. I think that it is certain, 
and must be well understood, that it will be utterly 
impossible for us to adjourn to-morrow at twelve 
o’ciock. 

[Cries of “ Order!”’} 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn; and on that motion I demand 
tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

The question was taken on Mr. Haven’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Fouuver in the chair.) 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the committee do 
now proceed to the consideration of the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the naval appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

First amendment: 


That at the navy-yard at San Francisco the pay of the 
commander shall be $3,500 per annum; the pay of ohe 
storekeeper, $3,500; one civil engineer, $4,000; one 
draughtsman, who shalt be clerk to engineer, $2,000; one 
clerk to storekeeper, $2,000; one navy agent, $4,000 ; one 
clerk to navy agent, $2,000. 


Mr. PHELPS. An amendment similar to this 
was offered when this appropriation bill was last 
before us, and ruled out of order. [ hopeit will be 
non-concurred in. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. These are officers who 
have to discharge official duty in California, and 
their pay, as specified in the amendment, has 
been fixed in the estimates from the Department. 
The Committee of Finance of the Senate have re- 
duced the estimates in almost every instance, and 
1 am sure that the services required of these offi- 
cers cannot be had in California for less than the 
amount stated in the amendment. Why should 
there be a non-concurrence? 

Mr. PHELPS. l have this to say: At pres- 
ent, in California, you have a dry-dock and a pier 
constituting your navy-yard, and by the act, of 
last Congress it was provided ee that dry-dock 
may be leased out to dock the Merchant marine. 
Then I do not see why we should have the per- 
The amendment 
provides for a commander, storekeeper, civil engi- 
neer draughtsman, and navy agent. 

Mr. BOCOCK. It will be remembered that on 
a former occasion, when this bill was up, I moved 
an amendment similar to the one now under con- 
sideration. I had no opportunity to explain it, 
because it was ruled out of order. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we have a dry-dock and 
pier in California; and under an act passed by a 
former Congress, a navy-yard distinct and separate 
was provided to be laid out. In order to have it 
la#d out, it is necessary to send some one there to 
take charge and superintend the work. The Sec- 
retary of the Navy has already actually ordered a 
commander of the Navy to repair there for the 
purpose of that superintendence. Now, I would 
ask my friend from Missouri, can this commander, 
who has been ordered, and is bound to go there, 
live in California at a pittance of $2,500? The 
commonest of day-laborers get ten dollars a day 


us. lj there. The price of board is six dollars per day. 
Mr. HAVEN. I cannot withdraw for that | 


If more officers are provided for in the amend- 
ment than are needed, move to strike some out. 
Some must go; some have been ordered to go there. 
Then pay those who aré bound to go a proper 
salary.. To pay a proper salary, we must make 
an increase of what is already received by these 
officers. 

Mr. PHELPS. i look to the action of this 
House in reference to the navy-yard at San Fran- 
cisco. The Committee of Ways and Means 
recommended that $200,000 should be appropri- 
ated for the building of a navy-yard at that place. 
The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union agreed to the amendment; but when it came 
into the House, it was voted down. T'he Senate 
made an amendment to the bill appropriating for 
the same purpose the same amount. which was 
recommended by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Then, if the House refuses to concur in 
that amendment, of what use are all these officers ? 

Mr. SKELTON. Do not these officers get 
their regular salaries as naval officers besides? 

Mr. PHELPS. This is to increase their pay. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Itis not in addition to their 
pay as naval officers. - 

r. McDOUGALL. I move to increase the 
appropriation ten dollars. Mr. Chairman, I would 
ask the gentleman from Missouri whether the 
Committee of Ways and Means did not recom- 
mend an appropriation of $200,000 for the navy- 

ard at San Francisco? 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 have already stated that the 
Committee of Ways and Means. did recommend 
such an appropriation. I also stated that the 
House struck it out. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Ithas been recommended 
by the Secretary of the Navy, by the Committee 
of Ways and Means of this House, and by the. 
Finance Committee of the Senate. It is now 
added to the bill by the Senate, and l hope it will 
be concurred in by this body. 

We have a navy agent at San Francisco. We 
have a naval storekeeper there, apart from, and 
not at all connected with, the navy-yard. - They 
are both important offices, and the individuals 
who hold them are responsible for the disburse- 
ment of large sums of money in the transaction of 
important public business; and there must be an 
appropriation made providing for their payment. 
I contend that the sum appropriated in this bill 
for that purpose is not a fair and reasonable com- 
pensation; and it is less than bricklayers get in 
the city of San Francisco. If we are to have an 
administration of Federal officers there, let us give 
such a compensation as will secure good, fair, 
and respectable men—men who are fit to hold a 
responsible position. I consider that the amend- 
ment is a just and reasonable one, and Thope that 
the committee will agree to it. I now. withdraw 
my amendment. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was non-concurred in. A 


Second amendment: 

Page two, line fifteen, after the word “ dollars”? insert : 
“Provided, Any naval officers who may be charged with 
the preparation, superintendence, or publication of the 
Nautical Almanac, shall receive no compensation for such 
duty beyond what he would receive whilst on duty at sea;’? 
so that, as amended, the section would read: 

For pay of the superintendents of naval construction, and 
ali the civil establishments at the navy-yards and stations, 
$115,350: Provided, Any naval! officer who may be charged 
with the preparation, superintendence, or publication of 
the Nautical Almanac, shall receive no compenaaninn Iar 
such duty beyond what he would receive whilst on duty 
sea. r 


Mr. PHELPS. 
to the amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Third amendment: 

Page five, line two, after the word.“ other ” strike outall 
to the end, and iaetading the word “ dollars,” in line six, 
and insert in lieu thereof the words “ improvements appli- 
cable to naval purposes, $10,000,” so that the section, as 
amended, would read: 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to test any improve- 
ments in steam boilers, or improvements applicable to naval 
purposes, $10,000. 

Mr. PHELPS, It will be recollected that an 
appropriation of $10,000 was made for the pur- 
pose of enabling the Secretary of the Navy to test 
any improvements in steam boilers. The Senate 
have agreed to the amendment, providing that this 
sum should be expended for that purpose, or for 
any other purpose relative to improvement in 
naval affairs. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. I move that 
the committee rise. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative. ` 


So the committee refused to rise. 
Fourth amendment: 


In line twenty-six, after the word ‘‘ tools,’’ strike out 
the word “from,” and insert in len thereof the word 
t£ for,” so that the section, as amended, would read: 

For quay wall, connecting with dock basin ; completing 
engine house ; machinery, tools for machinists and smiths ; 
launching and hauling up water cisterns ; for officers’ quar- 
ters ; extending ship-house number: four ; extension of ship- 
house, and launching slip, and repairs of all kinds, $63,550, 


I hopethe committee willagree 
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The amendment was agreed to. 

Fifth amendment: £ 

Page eight, line two, after the word “ slip”? insert “ gas 
fixtures and pipes for lighting grounds and buildings,” 

Mr. PHELPS. Thig is a proposition to in- 
crease the appropriation for the improvement of 
the navy-yard at Norfolk $10,000, and for the 
purpose of introducing gas for lighting that navy- 
yard. I think we had better concur in the amend- 
ment. ; 

The amendment was concurred 


Sixth amendment: 


~ Line three, after the word “ and” where it first occurs, 
strike out the word fifty,” and insert in lieu thereof the 
word “sixty.” 

The clauses amended by the fifth and sixth 
amendments reads: 

For comptetion of saw-mill, completion of ordnance 
building, completion of marine railway, extending boiler 
shop, converting old ordnance to machine shop, quay 
wall, removing shears, extension of ship-house and slip, 
gas fixtures and pipes for lighting grounds and buildings, 
filling in around foundry and laboratory, dredging chan- 
nel, machinery, steam hammerand slanting machine, and 
repairs of all kinds, $162,281. 

Mr. PHELPS. I recommenda concurrence in 
the amendment striking out the words ‘* for contin- 
uing and raising the walls at Pensacola navy-yard 
and armory.” The appropriation is for contin- 
uing the foundry and machinery forthe same, and 
for the extension of the ship-house and improve- 
ments and repairs of all kinds, $152,281. The 
amendment proposesto strike out the word ‘‘fifty,”” 
and insert in lieu thereof the word “ sixty,” so 
as to make the appropriation $162,281. This 
amendment is necessary in consequence of the 


in. 


expense of introducing gas into the navy-yard 


at Pensacola. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventh amendment: 
Page eight, line four, after the word “ wharf,” strike out 
to, and including the word “ dock basin,” in line five. 
The clause, as amended, reads: £ 


For continuation of permanent wharf, engine and blast 
pipes for smiths’? and machine shop, and repairs of all 
kinds, $143,500. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 


Page eight, strike out lines eight, nine, and ten, and in- 
sert as follows: 

Navy yard, San Francisco: for continuing the black- 
smith’s shop, carpenter’s ship, store house, wharf, officers? 
quarters, and other works, $200,000. 


Mr. PHELPS. I recommend a non-concur- 
rence. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. On what grounds do the 


I recommend a concurrence 


Committee of Ways and Means report against 
i 


that amendment? 

Mr. PHELPS. If the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia had paid attention to the proceedings he 
would have found that the amendments of the 
Senate to this bill have not been referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Then f ask on what 
authority the recommendation is given? 

Mr. PHELPS. I recommend on m 
ual responsibility. I never have state 
committee made these recommendations. 

Mr.McDOUGALL. I understood you to say 
that they were the recommendations of the com- 
mittee. ' 

Mr. PHELPS. Never; never. 


individ- 
that the 


Mr.McDOUGALL. The Committee of Ways || 
and Means, when the bill was before the House, |! 


recommended an appropriation of $200,000 for 
improvements at San Francisco navy-yard; and 


I presume they would recommend the amendment | 


reported from the Senate. lask the gentleman 
from Missouri whether he can say the Committee 
of Ways and Means concur in that amendment? 
Mr. PHELPS. I do not say that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means either concur or non- 
concur. 
Mr.McDOUGALL. Have they acted upon it? 
Mr. PHELPS. I have stated that they have 
not acted on any of these amendments. If the 
gentleman had only paid a little attention, he 
would have found that I stated that fact some four 
times.. 
Cries of “ Question!’ Question !?"] 
he CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
adoption of the amendment. 


1 


rise. 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for tellers 


ill | 
i| ment; and we shall lose a great deal of og | 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I merely wish to be un- 
derstood by the committee. This appropriation 
has been recommended by the Department. It 
was recommended by the Committee of Ways 
and Means of this House. 
' by the Committee of Finance in the Senate. The 
amendment containing it passed the Senate, and it 
has now come back here.. It is rendered necessary 
for the purpose of carrying on improvements al- 


to be built some time, and if the appropriation be 
not made now, it will only cause the loss of a 
year. But I do not know why the appropriation 
should not be made at this session. 

Mr. SKELTON. | This is the very same prop- 
osition which was before the House, and was 
voted down when the bill was under consideration. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. It was voted down be- 
cause nobody said a word about it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I think myself that it is ad- 
visable the appropriation should be made, and | 
that the amendment should be adopted after 
striking out the words ‘officers’ quarters and | 
other works.” 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
ification. 

Mr. PHELPS. I recommend that to be done. | 
The amendment will then be restored to the way | 
in which the Committee of Ways and Means | 
originally recommended it. i 

Mr. McMULLLN, (attwo o’clock and twenty 
minutes a.m.) I move that the committee do now 


I consent to that mod- 


It was recommended | 


ready commenced in California. The work has | 


This amendment of the Senate isto strike out 
entire the appropriation for Memphis, Tennessee, 
and to insert in ieu of it, an appropriation for:the 
construction of certain works at San Francisco, 
California. ‘There is another amendment: pro- 
posed by the Senate, at the close of the bill, abol- 
ishing the Government. works at Memphis en- 
tirely, and ceding the improvements madeé'by, the 
Government there to the city of Memphis. 

Mr. Chairman, for the last nine years, ever 
since I have had the honor to occupy a seat in 
this House, I have advocated the completion of 
the works at Memphis as being necessary to bring 
the great resources of the valley of the Mississippi 
into use for the benefit of the United States. But, 
sir, the appropriations for the benefit of’ those 
works have been very small. Froma navy-yard, 
the establishment has dwindled down to a rope- 
walk, for the manufacture of American hemp, and 
even there the spindles are not now turning for 
the purpose of spinning rope. But, sir, if this state 
of things is to continue, if hemp is not to be pur- 
chased for manufacture, if the money expended 
there is to be thrown away, and the establishment 
suffered to rot down, perhaps it may be well to 
make the change. . 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I regard the amendment 
of the Senate as of the utmost importance, and 
again express my hope that it may be passed. 

Mr. STANTON. No man is more deeply in- 
terested in the necessity for a navy-yard at San 
Francisco, and-no man would have more liberally 
voted than myself. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I am aware of the kind 


i 


upon that motion. 

Tellers were ordered. 

{The committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate, by Assury Dicxins, 
Esq., their Secretary, informing the House that 
the Senate had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference upon the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, upon the bill of the House 
oe 48) making appropriations for the civil and 

iplomatic expenses. of the Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1855.] 

The committee then resumed its session. 

Mr.MILLSON. I rise merely to make a sug- 
gestion to the gentleman from Virginia, and it is 
this: It is very evident that a large proportion of i 
the members present are opposed to an adjourn- 
ment, and would not adjourn if the committee 
should rise. Now, if, upon the motion to rise, į 
the committee should find itself without a quorum, 
we should be compelled to call the roll, and then | 
go into the House. [n the House, the result | 
will bea call of the House, which will occupy 
us until near morning, so that the gentleman 


disposition of my friend from Tennessee. I sub- 
mit whether the appropriation for the navy-yard 
at San Francisco is not of infinitely more import- 
ance. The gentleman himself says that the navy- 
yard at Memphis has been turned into a rope-walk ; 
and whatever may have been the cause of that 
change, it is evident that that is not, at the present 
time, an important point fora navy-yard. Oneis 
now imperatively demanded for the Pacific coast. 
Appropriations have already been made for that 
purpose, and the construction of the yard is 
already in progress. The enterprise should not 
be embarrassed by a denial of these important ap- 
propriations. I hope that the recommendations 
of the Navy Department, the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and of the Finance Committee, may 
be adopted by this committee. 

Mr. STANTON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move pro forma to 
increase the appropriation one dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of this amendment 
of the Senate. I will call the attention of the com- 
mittee, and of my friend from Tennessee, to a 


not effect the object he has in view, an adjo 


time if his motion is insisted upon. The Navy 
and other appropriation bills are still to be dis- 
posed of, 

Mr. McMULLIN. I cannot withdraw my 
motion with justice to myself and to my constit- 
uents. [Laughter.] 
Mr. STRATTON. Icall for a division upon | 
the motion. : 

The CHAIRMAN. Tellers have been or- ; 
dered. 

Messrs. Benson and McNair were then ap- 
pointed tellers. 

The question was taken; and the tellers report- : 
ed—ayes 9, noes 121. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

{The committee here informally rose; and the 


|| Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
i received from the Senate, by Asspury Dicxms, 


Esq., their Secretary, informing the House that 


appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department, for the year ending June 30, 1855, 
| and had directed him to ask that another com- 
mittee be appointed.] 

The committee then resumed its session. 

The question recurred upon the amendment 
offered by Mr. Puexrs to strike out the words 
“« officers’ quarters and other works.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The question then recurred upon the adoption 
| of the Senate amendment, as amended. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move to 
amend by reducing the appropriation to $100,000. 


they had disagreed to the report of the committee : 
of conference upon the bill of the House making | 


i 
| 
| 
i 
i 
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| 
| 

i 

i 

i 

f 

i 

i 

i 

| 

i 
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little table, which I intended to present at an earlier 
period of the session. I believe that we requirea 
navy-yard at San Francisco; but I do not believe 
that we require one at Memphis. I believe that 
we have too much of the materiel on shore, and 
too little of it afloat. To show how we have been 
distributing money among these navy-yards, 

shall take the instance of Memphis. I take it 
because it is in my own section of the Union. 
The following is the result: We have expended 
there $1,017,616 34. We have at Memphis offi- 


i 


i| cers whose annual salaries amount to the sum of 


$19,360. Now, what have we to, show for this 
million of dollars and more expended there, be- 
sides the annual expenditure of nearly $20,000 for 
j pay of officers? Nothing on earth, as my friend 
| from Tennessee will bear witness, except that they 
spin a little rope there from hemp furnished from 
| Kentucky and Tennessee. This shows that there 
i| are no results at the navy-yard at Memphis at all 
‘i answerable to the expenses annually being in- 
curred there. I will vote in favor of the amend- 
ment leaving out Memphis, and making the appro- 
priation recommended by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with a view of establishing a navy- 
yard at San Francisco. Thatis a point where a 
navy-yard would be of some use to the country. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. [it seems to me 
that we ought to consider this matter well before 
making this appropriation. There have been al- 
ready large appropriations made for California in 
almost every appropriation bill before the House; 
and before we make an appropriation for a navy- 
yard at San Francisco, we should examine and 
consider the subject well to see if there is necessity 
for the establishment of such a yard there, or you 
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may, asat Memphis, find that you have expended. 
a great deal of money with but litte result flowing 
from it.. Whatever may be the final result, it 
geems:to me that we should ‘not-attempt. to do 
everything at once, and accomplish all that may 
benecessary to be donethere in one short session 
of Congress. I believe that this appropriation 
_iad-better be postponed ‘until some future day, 
when wecan act more wisely and intelligently in 
reference to its necessity. “Every thing that. is 
done-in California. is done at a vast expense. I 
. believe that-there are private yards at San Fran- 
cisco; where repairs of the few vessels that sail 
upon:that coast can be-made 

Mr. LATHAM. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from:Rhode Island this question, whether he is 
aware of the fact that. there are continually at an- 
chorage in the bay of San Francisco between three 
and four hundred. vessels; and that there have 
been’ between fifty and one hundred vessels sunk 

„inthe harbor there, because it was absolutely im- 
possible to undergo the expense of carrying them 
into navy-yards where they could be fully and 
completely repaired? 

Mr. DAVIS. My object was to call the at- 
tention of the House to the great amount of ap- 
propriations which we are asked to make upon 
that coast for California, and f do it for the pur- 
pose of showing the House the necessity of a full 
and thorough investigation of this subject, which 
they cannot give to it at this late period of the 
session. 

:Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, by unanimous con- 
sent, then withdrew his amendment, 

The question was then taken upon the Senate 
amendment, as amended; and it was agreed to. 


Ninth amendment: 

Page eight, line fourteen, after the word ‘ dollars,’ insert 
as follows: 

‘And that the sum of $190,000 be, and the same ìs hereby, 
appropriated for the establishment of a naval depot on the 
right bank of the river Mississippi in descending, at the 
site now owned and held by the United States for that pur- 
pose, near the city of New Orleans, and for such buildings 
and improvements as iuay be judged necessary for the ac- 
commodation of the United States vessels of war in that 
quarter. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move to amend the amend- | 
ment by striking out $100,000 and inserting in 
lieu thereof $25,000. It would seem, from the 
way in which the amendment is worded, that it is 

roposed to commence a navy-yard in New Or- 
eans. 

Mr. HUNT. A naval depot. 


; NAVY BILL——AGAIN- = 

Mr. PHELPS. I was remarking, Mr.. Chair- 
man, that one of the Senators from the State of 
Louisiana, at the last session of Congress, avowed 
to me that it was his expectation to have a navy- 
yard. established at New Orleans, in the event of 
an appropriation similar to this being made. Now, 
it is the opinion of every one who has examined 
this question, that we have already too many 
navy-yards in this country. 


only description of force which the change in 
navaljwarfare has made adequate to the protection 
of our commerce in its passage through the Gulf 
of Mexico and Strait of Florida, viz: a steam fleet. 
All the means of constructing a steam fleet are at 
hand in the valley of the Mississippi. < Already 
the operatives skilled ini: the arts applicable to 
the construction of vessels and machinery build 
and put afloat some two hundred steamers per 
year. Some of these are of as much tonnage as 


Mr. HUNT. How many are there on the 
Mississippi river? 

Mr. PHELPS. I believe there is one. 

Mr. HUNT. There is not one. 

Mr. PHELPS. There is oneat Memphis, 

Mr. HUNT. That is not near us. 

Mr. PHELPS. But you have one compara- 
tively near you—that at Pensacola. That one 
ought to be sufficient for the Gulf coast. 

Mr. HUNT. And yet on the Atlantic coast 
you have navy-yards at Norfolk, Philadelphia, 
New York, and Boston. 

Mr.PHELPS. Ask every Secretary of the 
Navy, and he will tell you that we have already 
too many navy-yards; and now it is proposed 
by this amendment to establish another at New 
Orleans. For this reason, Mr. Chairman, I am 
opposed to the amendment of the Senate. I had 
expected, and it was the expectation of the body, 
that the naval committee of this House was to have 
acted on this question before this, and been able 
to report at this session of Congress a bill to abol- 
ish some of these navy-yards. But, owing to the 
immense amount of business they had to transact, 
it was impossible for that committee to make a re- 
port on this subject. 

Mr. BOCOCK, (interrupting.) If the gentle- 
man from Missouri will permit me, I will say, 
that I believe it was the unanimous opinion of the 
committee that we had too many navy-yards; 
but they were not able to agreeas to which should 
be abolished. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then we have the opinion, 
the unanimous opinion, of the Committee on 
Naval Affuirs, who have charge of this and mat- 
ters of a like nature, that we already have too 
many navy-yards in the country; and yet, if this 
appropriation is made, we shall find a navy-yard 
growing up at New Orleans. 

Mr.SKELTON. Iwill remark, that the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs were of the unanimous 
opinion that we have too many navy-yards; they 


Mr. PHELPS. You may call it a ‘naval 
depot,” if you please; but this amendment is an old 
acquaintance of mine, 1 had occasion to examine 
it at.the last session of Congress; and also to con- 
sider it while on a committee of conference on one 
of the appropriation bills during the last session 
of Congress. Then the question of an appropria, 
tion was originated for the purpose of establishing 
a naval depot on a tract of land belonging to the 
Government, in the vicinity of New Orleans; but 
as J] understood it, it was really the commencement 
of another navy-yard. In fact, that was the object 
avowed by the Senator who then, in part, repre- 
sented Louisiana. 


THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Thecommittee rose informally; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, a message was received j 
from the Senate, by Assury Dicxins, Esq., its 
Secretary, notifying the House that the Senate in- 
sisted upon their amendments disagreed to by the 
House to the river and harbor appropriation bill. | 

Mr. WENT WORTH, of Illinois. 1 move that 
the House insist upon its disagreement to the Sen- 
ate’s amendments; and I ask that a committee of 
conference be appointed, to meet a similar com- | 
mittee.on the part of the Senate, on the disagree- | 
ing votes of the two Houses. 

It. was so ordered; and Messrs. WENTWORTH, 
of Minois, Cuuvemay, and Perkins of Louisiana, 
were appointed managers of said conference on the | 
part of the House. 


ENROLLED BILLS. | 
Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled | 


were also of opinion that one upon the Gulf, and 
one upon the Atlantic cost, would be sufficient. 
Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I, for one, did not agree 
hat one navy-yard upon the Atlantic coast would 
e sufficient. 
Mr. HUNT. Mr. Chairman, I was informed 
f this amendment only a few hours ago, and 
have had no opportunity of satisfactory prepara- 
tion for its immediate discussion. But the Sen- 
ator who gave me the information [Mr. SLIDELL] 
was kind enough to furnish me, atthe same time, 
with a memorandum on the subject, which relieves 
me from the embarrassment I would otherwise, 
in a great measure, experience. The memorandum 
is written by a well informed and experienced 
officer of the Navy, and presents the reasons in 
support of the amendment so clearly, so briefly, 
and so conclusively, that I wili take the liberty of 
reading it to the committee: 


"© Reasons for establishing a naval depot of equipment and 
of coal, and a rendezvous at New Orleans. 

“ New Orleans is a vast commercial mart, where are to 
be pad all the personel and the material requisite to equip 
a fleet. 

“It is the chief point of assemblage of more than fifty 
thousand men engaged in the commerce of the valley of 
the Mississippi, aud of some four to five thousand seamen 
of the ocean merchant marine. 

“Tbe material reforred to is the production of the country, 
finding its first market at New Orieans, and can therefore 
be procured at the lowest possible cost. 

* It is the region of jive oak, yellow pine, and cypress, 
i and near that of Jocustand red cedar, the best ship-timber 
į in the world. 

“The fuel for steamers (coal) will not be subject to the 
cost of transhipment, which is rarely less than one hun- 


ing Company of Georgetown, District of Colum- 
ia. : 
The committee then resumed its session, 


dred percent. The depth of the bar at the mouth of the 
Mississippi is sufficient for the largest class of war steam- 
ers, if properly moddled; and the channel from thence to 
New Orleans isalways clear. The steamer would come 
to her coal instead of having the coal sent to her.’? 

The position of New Orleans is eminently ad- 
vantageous for defense; and it is most safely, 
suitably, and conveniently situated to equip the 


the Pennsylvania three-decker; and the writer 
concludes with this recommendation: 

© The depth of water on the bar of the Mississippi should 
he the limit of the draught of water of every steamer in the 
Navy of the United States; because that is about the 
standard depth of the entrances to most of our harbors 
south of the Chesapeake, from which the greater part of our 
naval force is debarred, and consequently rendered useless 
for their protection. ?? 

Mr: Chairman, I have been informed that the 
depot at Memphis has just been abolished. There 
is then no naval depot on the Mississippi. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) 
I dislike to interrupt the gentleman, but 

Mr. HUNT. Then why do you do it? 

Mr. STANTON. I will explain why | do it. 
The gentleman from Louisiana says the navy- 
yard at Memphis has been abolished. I have not 
seen-that that navy-yard has been abolished. 

Mr. HUNT. I understood that to be the effect 
of a previous amendment, 

Mr. PHELPS. The amendment which has 
been concurred in by the committee was to strike 
out the appropriation for Memphis. There is a 
proposition at the close of the bill for abolishing it. 

Mr. HUNT. If we have stricken out the pro- 
vision for its support, I apprehend we have sub- 
stantially abolished the navy-yard. But, sir, the 
House is in possession of the reasons, and, in 
my opinion, they are ample, for supporting the 
amendment. From the commercial and natural 
relation of the Mississippi and the Gulfof Mexico 
and the Caribbean Sea, it is clear there should be 
a depot on the Mississippi. Our commerce on 
the Gulf, and on that sea, now large, is, from our 
connection with the Pacific, increasing very rap- 
idly. That commerce demands the protection of 
a considerable naval force; and that force, to 
be maintained as effective, should have near its 
field of operation a naval depot. New Orleans 
is manifestly the best site for the desired depot. 
From its situation, with due care for its protec- 
tion, it is safe from any foreign attack; while, at 
at the same time, it is within the easiest reach 
of war steamers for the supply and remedy of all 
their wants. This subject of a depot was brought 
| to the notice of the Navy Department three or 
four years ago, in an able memorial of the general 
council of New Orleans. It urged the various 
grounds relied upon in the memorandum | have 
read. It sets forth that, by means of the Missis- 
sippi and its tributaries, New Orleans can receive 
supplies of every description at the cheapest 
rates. Provisions of all the kinds necessary for the 
subsistence of the Navy—munitions of war, and 
ordnance in all its varieties—hemp, as the riw 
material. and cordage, as its manufactured article—- 
iron of the best quality, in its crude and manufac- 
tured condition—coal, timber, and machinery 
from Pittsburg and Cincinnati—all can be floated 
down to the wharf of the Government by the 
cheapest mode of transportation, and in its depot 
safely secured for future use and distribution. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. PHELPS, I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. For the pur- 
| pose of allowing my colleague to proceed with his 
remarks, I move to increase the appropriation 

$100,000. 

i Mr. HUNT. I am obliged to my colleague, 
but I have nothing further to say, the object 
having been stated, and the reasons found suffi- 
cient, I hope the House will support this amend- 
ment. It is necessary for the protection of the 
commerce of the gulf; it is necessary for the 
equipment of the vessels that may be required for 
the protection of eommerce. It would be the 
place for a navy-yard; but the question now be- 
fore us is for the establishment of a depot for 
equipment, coal, &c. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to 
oppose the amendment. The gentleman from 
Louisiana does not seem to understand precisely 
the position in which the navy-yard at Mem- 
phis now stands.. It is not abolished. It is not 
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removed. It isnot substantially abolished, but it 
is ina very lingering condition. It remains only 
for the amendment added at the end of this biil, 
to give it the finishing stroke. By that amend- 
ment it is proposed to cede the establishment back 
again to the city of Mamphis. 

Now, sir, if this House is disposed to‘cut off all 
its appropriations, if it is disposed to give up all 
the machinery and facilities there for manufactur- 
ing American hemp, it would perhaps be as good 
a thing as could be done, to cede the establishment 
back to the city of Memphis. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I want to ask my 
friend from Tennessee whether, of-his knowledge, 
any ship has ever been built at the Memphis 
navy-yard ? 


Mr. STANTON. No ship has ever been built | 


theye because no Secretary of the Navy has ever 
ordered one tæbe built there. A ship, however, 
has been fitted ‘out there. The Alleghany, which 
was built two thousand miles above, in Pittsburg, 
was brought down to Memphis and fitted out 
there. 

I will say one word more. There/is a gentle- 
man now here, and who but a little while ago 
called me from my seat to the door, who proposes 
to build one of the six new steamers, at Memphis; 
and [ tell my friend’ from Kentucky, that if the 
opportunity is only afforded us we will build forty 
ships at Memphis as well as they can be built 
anywhere else on the globe. We have the men 
and the material, We have everything necefary, 
and if my friend will only give us some of thé 
hemp grown in his district, we will spin rope bet- 
ter and stronger than that made from the best 
Russian hemp to rig them. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Has the navy-yard 
at Memphis all the materials and elements pre- 
pared to build one of the six steamers required by 
the Government? 

Mr. STANTON. I do not say that we have 
all the machinery and establishments there for 
building vessels, because the appropriations have 
been stopped, and these fixtures have not been 
completed. We have had a portion of the ap- 
propriations necessary. 

Mr. HUNT. The gentleman from Tennessee 
has made very brave promises, and has poured 
forth a feeling lamentation over his departed 
child, 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on 
the amendment. 

Mr. PERKINS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. HUNT. I move to increase the appropri- 
ation $10,000. Mr. Chairman, the honorable gen- 
tleman from Tennessee is a sensible man, and 
usually urges strong reasons for his propositions, 
He has urged no strong reason for his proposi- 
tion in the presentinstance. He has not combated 
the reasons which I have presented to thecommit- 
tee. The situation of the two places is so differ- 
ent, and they stand in such different relations to 
commerce and our navy, that it was not possible 
for him to find such reasons for his proposition 
as have been urged in support of a naval depot 
near New Orleans. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I wish to say 
a word simply in reply to the proposition sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Louisiana. He said, 
when up before, that the supplies for the navy- 
yad at Pensacola came originally from New Or- 
eans. Well, in reply, I have to say that they came 
originally from Memphis. In other words, they 
have to pass Memphis before they go to New Or- 
leans, or Pensacola. We are in the midst of all 
the supplies necessary for the use of a navy, and 
for the building of a navy. We are nearer the 
source of those supplies than New Orleans. But 
I do not desire to make any competition with New 
Orleans. Ihave voted on former occasions for a 
depot there. Iam by no means hostile to such an 
establishment. If the establishment at Memphis 
is to be abolished, I shall still maintain the interest 
of the Mississippi valley; because [ conceive every 
portion of it to be interested from the sources of 
the river, and those of its tributaries to its mouth 
in a naval depot at New Orleans, 

Mr. HUNT, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
-his amendment. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I move anin- 
crease of the appropriation $25,000, for the pur- 
pose of saying a few words. And first, I desire 
to call the attention of members to the fact that 


the gentleman who, this evening, represents the 
Committee of Ways and Means, speaks on this 
subject his own opinions merely, and not those.ef 
the committee. That committee have not had this 
amendment under consideration, and of course 
have expressed themselves in no way upon the 
subject. It is not unnatural that the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. STANTON] should advocatea 
naval depot higher up the river than New Orleans. 
The establishment at Memphis is attributable to 
his exertions. He represents that district, and 
he is now laudably striving, with something of 
the partiality of a parent, for the continued exist- 
ence of what he and we have just been given to 
understand is about to be abolished. 

As to the remarks of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, [Mr. Bococx,} L have to 
say that the gentleman from Missouri has no right 
to use them against the New Orleans naval depot. 
When asked if we had not already too many 
naval depots, he simply stated that it was the 
impression of his committee that we had too many. 
But, sir, although the question was addressed to 
him with direct reference to the proposed depot 
at New Orleans, f did not understand that heex- 
pressed himself in opposition to its establishment, 
So far from it, | infer just the contrary from his 
remarks, for, although the invitation to do so was 
direct, he did not say that the public interest did 
not require one at that place. i 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Puetrs] 
must consent to be alone in his opposition to this 
amendment. He does not speak for his committee, 
and the chairman of the Naval Committee has not 
confirmed his views. Now, sir, how does the mat- 
ter stand? it seems that ihe United States have 
eight naval depots—one at Kittery, Maine, one at 
Boston, one at New York, one at Philadelphia, 
one at Washington, and one at Norfolk—six 
on the eastern Atlantic coast. Itis very reason- 
able to infer, from the locality of these, and their 
very great contiguity, that we have too many 
on the north Atlantic coast; butit by no means fol- 
lows that we have too many on the southern 
coast. At the South we have but two—one at 
Pensacola, and the other, in the interior, at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, and that on the point, we are 
told, of being abolished. 

Now, what are the peculiar wants of New 
Orleans in this respect? We have been told, and 
very happily, by my colleague, [Mr. Hunv,] that 
the time has passed when vessels of war were 
entirely dependent on the wind and waves. The 
vessels now requiring the protection of our naval 
depots are driven by steam. Their wants are of 
the kind that enter into the construction of steam 
vessels upon our western waters; and for the re- 
pairs of such, we have everything in New Orleans 
equal to any other city of the Union. Coal is 
floated down the Mississippi river in great quan- 
tities, and can be had as cheap, or cheaper, there, 
than in any other city of the Union, except Phil- 
adelphia. Iron, in the same way, is brought to 
our door, and worked up by our founderies into 
the best of machinery. Hemp from all the West 
fills our market. Iumber—the best in the world— 
lines our coast, and is, at this very time, furnish- 
ing the material for the Navy of France. These, 
sir, are considerations that should not be disre- 
garded in the establishment of a naval depot. 


But, in addition to the coal, iron, hemp, and | 


lumber, that we can provide so cheap, and of 
such quality, it should not be forgotten that the 
city of New Orleans is crowded for eight months 
of the year with the best mechanics of the North, 
and with sailors from all parts of the world. Thus 
to the materiel New Orleans can also add the per- 
sonnel of your Navy. Aside, however, from all 


this, when you look to the immense commerce of | 
the West that passes out of the Mississippi river | 


into the Gulf; to those great movements of trade 
that are now directing the wealth of the world 
through the Guif of Mexico, and across the con- 
tinent from the Atlantic to the Pacific, it is aston- 
ishing that gentlemen should hesitate about the 
establishment of a little naval depot to repair the 
vessels of war that may be called to its protection. 
What, sir, is the pitiful sum of $100.000, to en- 
able you to repair Government vesseis that are 
sent there every month in the year, compared with 
what might be the Joss upon that coast from the 
want of repair to a single vessel? When Captain 
Hollins lately announced to the Secretary of the 
Navy the destruction of Greytown, where did he 


go to repair his ‘vessel? ‘To. Boston, nearly two 
thousand miles off. When gentlemen reffect-upon 
this fact, and remember the latge amount of com- 
merce at this time exposed in the Gulf of Mexico, 
I do trust that they will give to this approptiation 
a cordial support. Lassure them this amendment 
of the Senate has not ‘been. proposed-merely: for 
home effect. It was urged by-our former as well 
as our present Senators, and itis designed to be 
used for a great and practical. good—the security 
and protection of the vast and valuable commerce 
of all sections of the country. à : 

In conclusion, I would add that no portion of it 
is to be applied to the purchase of ground. When, 
several years since, an appropriation was made 
| for building a custom-house in New Orleans, that 
city presented the Government the ground upon 
which to erect it. If it was necessary, New Or- 
leans would ‘be as liberal again; but the Govern- 
ment already owns the ground for a naval depot, 
and this appropriation is simply asked to improve 
it to such a degree as to make it useful. Lrepeat, 
then, the establishment of a naval depot at New 
Orleans is called for by the interests of the com- 
merce of all portions of our country, and by the 
exposed and destitute position of our whole south- 
ern coast. It is commended at this time by your 
abolition of the one at Memphis, and the economy 
that dictates a wise enjoyment of what. the Gov- 
ernment already possesses. Ite locality and its 
commerce, the abundant supply furnished in its 
market of everything that is required for the repair 
of vessels, and the recruiting the personnel of your 
Navy, give New Orleans claims upon your con- 
sideration that should not be disregarded. 

Mr.PHELPS. Í oppose the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Louisiana. And I have 
this to say in reference to it: I have stated here- 
tofore that the Committee of Ways and Means 
are opposed to an increase in the number ofnavy- 
yards. It has been the unanimous opinion of that 
committee that we have already to many such es- 
tablishments. So far as the city of New Orleans 
is adapted for the location of a navy-yard, I only 
ask thecommittee what Government would send a 
| vessel there when yellow fever is prevailing in it? 

Tell me if you would send a vessel of your Navy 
there to be discharged? Why was Commander 
Hollins ordered the other day to bring his ship to 
Boston? He was ordered to a northern port that 
the mariners on board his vessel might recruit their 
energies after the exposure and heat which they 
| had to endure in the Gulf of Mexico. But I wil 

not discuss the subject any further, and hope a 
vote will now be taken on it. : 

Mr. HUNT. I ask leave to add one word 
only. The gentleman talks about the danger of 
visiting New Orleans during the continuance of 
| an epidemic there. Sir, | tell you that the person- 
nel of one of our ships can beat any time supplied 
there. How many seamen from the North, and 
how many engaged in foreign commerce, can 
always be procured there? And I should like to 
know from that gentleman if he would have no 
naval depot atall onthe southern coast? Where, 
on the southern coast, is there a place free from 
epidemic? Butif you fix the naval depot at New 
Orleans, where the personnel can be had, you will 
never want men to man your ships. 

The question was taken on the Senate amend- 
ment; and it was non-concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 

| Page ten, after line four, insert as follows: 

| . Thatthelaw approved March 3, 1843, directing adver- 
i tisements for materials for the Navy be, and is hereby, so 
i| far modified as to require the classes only of materials to 
li be stated in the advertisements, and bidders to be referred 
į to the several Navy agents and chiefs of bureaus, who will 
furnish thea with printed schedules, giving a full descrip- 
| tion of each and every article, with dates of delivery, &c. 


!! Mr. PHELPS. That amendment is in com- 
|| pliance with the recommendation of the Secretary 
iofthe Navy. I move that it be concurred in. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 


i 
| Mr.PHELPS. Thisamendmentis necessary. 
ii It merely proposes to place the marines on the 
same footing with the infantry. It’ will be recol- 

lected that we passed a bill the other day providing 
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for the increase-of pay of the rank and file of the | 
‘Army, and itis but right togive the same to the 
marines. 60 : : : 
~ Phe amendment was concurred in. 
? Twelfth:amendment: - 
. At the cnd of the bill add the following section: > | 
-| Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
contained in the ‘actof: the 22d‘ April, 1854; adding a per- 
„centage to the pay, of the clerks employed at the navy-yard | 
of Washington city, be construed so as to include the clerks 
K and messenger in the office of the navy agent at said yard, 
‘and the messenger in the commandant’s office. 2 
Mr. PHELPS... This amendment. only pro- | 
“Poses.to give the same. twenty per cent. that was į 
given ta the clerks of the navy-yard, to the clerks 
in‘ the office of. the navy agent and naval store- | 
Keeper. . It is but'right that they should have it. | 
< The amendment was concurred in. 
Thirteenth amendment: 
i Bko: 3e Ana be it further enacted, That the existing law 
: limiting the number of officers of the Navy of the United | 
- Btates be so far. modified ag to entitle the officers belonging | 
to the navy of Texas at the time of annexation, to the pay 
of the officers of the Navy of the United States on leave of 
absence up to the present time: Provided, The number of 
such officers shall not exceed eight. 

Mr. PHELPS.  [ offer a pro forma amendment | 
to the amendment, for the purpose of enabling me : 
to explain it. This is a proposition to provide | 
that those officers who were in the Texas navy 
atthe time of the annexation of Texas to the i 
United States, shall be paid the leave of absence 
pay from the time ofannexation up to this present 
time, It will be remembered by the members of 
this’ House, that, for several years past attempts 
have been made in both Houses of Congress to 
incorporate the officers of the Texas Navy into the | 
Navy of the United States. It has been contended 
by the friends of that measure that Texas, upon | 
her admission into the Union, was entitled to | 

“claim that the officers of her navy should be incor- | 
porated into the Navy of the United States. Such | 
a proposition as this, I hope, will not receive the | 
sanction of this committee. i 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I think the 
adoptión of the amendment proposed by the Senate | 
is the easiest and best way of disposing of this | 

long contested subject. It is well known to most | 
of the members of this House, that these officers 
have claimed, and the Legislature of Texas have | 
repeatedly claimed it for them, that they have a | 
tight to be admitted into the Navy of the United 

States by the very termsofannexation itself. Many | 

gentlemen upon the floor of both Houses of Con- | 
gress believe that there is great justice in the claim | 
of these officers. Certainly the Navy of Texas | 
was pany treated, and though there has been a | 
successful opposition to their claim up to the pres- | 
ent time, on account of the indisposition to in- | 
crease our Navy, inasmuch as it was sufficient for | 
all purposes—the officers being more numerous | 
than the number of vessels in the service required | 

—I say what better disposition can be made of this i 

subject, than to give to these gentlemen whose | 

State has repeatedly declared that they have been | 

ill-treated, this extra pay, and thus settle the, 
matter? ! 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, Iwouldask the gen- |! 
tleman from Tennessee whether he supposes, if this ; 
amendment is adopted, and the extra pay given, it '| 
will put an end to the whole question? Or whether : 
it will not prove a mere entering wedge. | 

_ Mr. STANTON. I suppose it will put the ‘| 

question at rest. But I am willing to adopt an || 
amendment which shall prevent any such state of | 
things as that suggested by the gentleman from 

Kentucky. i 
Mr. PHELPS then, by unanimous consent, ; 

withdrew his amendment. : 
(The committee here informally rose; and the | 

Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was | 

received from the Senate informing the House | 


that they had passed a bill of the House ‘making | 
appropriations for the support of the Army for | 
the year ending June 30, 1855,” with sundry | 
amendments, in which he was directed to ask the : 
concurrence of the House.] 

The committee then resumed its session. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move to amend the 
amendment of the Senate by adding these words: 

Provided, That the officers in the Texan navy shall take | 
the same rank that they occupied in their own navy. 

Mr. HENN. I rise to a question of order. ` 
The amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, : 


} 


i 


i| The rank which they held in the Texan Navy 


jı make a speech, but simply to remark that these 


| done nothing is, that although the United States is || 


| them in our service, it has refused to do so. 
‘jis not the fault of these gentlemen that they |; 
i| have been compelled to linger here at their, own 


,| their rights. The question now comes up, will the | 
| Government refuse them this slight justice? Will |: 


if adopted, would have the effect, as I understand” 
it, to.incorporate those officers into the Navy of 
the United States. The amendment of the Senate 
proposed only to pay them. I think the amend- 
ment of the gentlenian from Virginia is clearly out 
of order. - 

Mr. McMULLIN. I will then modify my 
amendment so that these officers shall receive the 
same pay as if they had been incorporated into 
the American Navy: 

Mr. HENN. That is what the amendment of 
the Senate proposes to pay them. 

Mr. McMULLIN, Well, sir, the amendment 
is in order. Mr. Chairman, I look upon this as a 
very grave question. These Texan officers have 
never been in the service of the United States. 


does not correspond with nominally the same rank 
in the American Navy. Their regulations for pro- 
motion were different from ours. Now, is it right 
that you should pay these officers of the Texan 
Navy the same that you would have done if they 
had borne arms in the American Navy, and had 
held the same rank which they hold in the Texan 
Navy? Is it right that you should make this dis- 
tinction in favor of ‘Texan officers. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Virginia a question. Did Texas 
have anavy,and if so, how many men were in it ? 

Mr. McMULLIN. Texas did have a navy, 
but precisely what was the extent of that navy, I 
am not at this time prepared to state. I understand 
that a portion of her navy was purchased by the 
United States. 

A Memger. But not paid for. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Now, Mr. Chairman, Ido 
not think thisamendment ought to be incorporated 
into the bill. And ifit is, if you are to pay these 
officers, you certainly ought not to pay them ata 
higher rate than you pay your own naval officers. 

r. ORR. I am opposed to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Virginia. Ithink there is a 
good deal more in this amendment than appears 
upon the surface. The amendment of the Senate, 
in my opinion, if comprehended rightly, proposes 
to pay these officers leave of absence pay from the 
annexation of Texas down to the present time. 
And not only that, but it actually provides for 
incorporating them into the Navy of the United 
States. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Oh, no, certainly not. 

Mr. ORR. Well, I confess that, with what 
little examination I have been able to give it, I 
cannot see what other construction can be put 
upon it. What is the number provided for? 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The number 
is eight. That is the limitation provided in the 
amendment; and they are, I believe, the only ones 
surviving. 

Mr. ORR. Now, sir, I agree very much with 
the suggestions thrown out by the gentleman from 
Virginia. There were but few officers of the Texan 
Navy, but they had high rank and position. If 
they become part of the Navy of the United States, 
those who have been in our service for twenty 
years, will be preceded by their juniors. 

Mr. HENN. If these men have not been in 
the service of the United States, why should we 
pay them? 

Mr. ORR. They have not at all been employed 
in the service of the United States. I do not see 
any obligation on us to pay them. I think the 
adoption of this amendment is an incorporation of 
that Navy into our Navy. 

Mr. SKELTON. Why change the number of 
| officers of our Navy if it be not the intention to |j 


; incorporate these officers of the Texan Navy into 
| it? 


Mr. McMULLIN, by unanimous consent, 
! withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


I do not rise to 


gentlemen have not been in the service of the 
United States. The reason why they have not 
been in the service of the United States, and have 


bound by the articles of annexation, to include |! 
It | 


expense, during a long period of years, asserting |; 


i the Government give them the pay of officers on It 


-cause they made a treaty with it? 


leave? I say to the committee, and it is well 
known to many gentleman, that we have a great 
many naval. officers who have been on leave as 
long as these gentlemen, and they have been re- 
ceiving their pay- ` 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
fore the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
Senate. 

. Mr. SMITH. And that is debatable. But I 
have said all that I desired to say. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to amend by striking 

out “eight” and inserting ‘ one.” 
Mr. Chairman, this is not the first time, nor will 
it, perhaps, be the last, that the Senate have sent 
us, in the expiring hours of the session, matter for 
our consideration that might well employ us for a 
month at least; yet all these things are we to be 
compelled to consider under the operation of the 
five-minute rule. I ask whethét it is proper, 
whether itis becoming, that a question of so much 
importance should be determined within a few 
hours of the close of the session, and after the 
termination of all debate? My friend and colleague 
says that these gentlemen of the Texas navy 
have been kept out, notwithstanding the terms of 
the articles of annexation by which they were to 
be admitted into the Navy of the United States. 
Where does he find any such clause in the treaty 
with Texas? By whatauthority does he say that 
we ever stipulated with the Republic of Texas 
thas her naval officers should be admitted into the 
Navy of the United States? Her ships and all 
her public property were transferred to the Uni- 
ted States; but does any man say that the officers 
of the navy were transferable? Does any man 
say that it was competent for the Republic of 
Texas, or for the United States, to stipulate for 
the services of the officers, or the men of the 
Texas navy? If the officers are to be incorpo- 
rated into the United States Navy, why not the 
men? Who ever heard before that the term navy 
did not apply to mariners as well as officers? 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. Then the gen- 
tleman does not hold that the Texan navy was to 
be incorporated into the Navy of the United 
States? ; 

Mr. MILLSON. Iam protesting against the 
idea. The word ‘navy’? does not apply to 
officers alone. Naval officers no not constitute 
the whole of a navy. The boatswains, gunners, 
and sailors are all included. Are we to pay the 
wages of seamen and the petty officers of the 
Texan navy, from the time of the annexation of 
Texas up to this time? I protest against this idea 
of paying men for anything but services rendered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The gentle- 
man asks whether the Government of the United 
States would be bound to pay the wages of these 
men. Suppose a certain number of men of the 
Texan navy had made a contract with the United 
States, and had enlisted for three years, could 
they not claim the benefit of their contract? I 
ask him whether, upon any principle of right, the 
Government of the United States could step in 
and abolish that contract? ` 

Mr. MILLSON. Who ever heard before that 
anation assumed the debts of another nation be- 
8 € T protest 
agaist this notion that we are to be responsible 
for the salaries of these men, who have rendered 
us no service. Pay is an equivalent for sérvices, 
not for rank. These men have never yet been 


What is the question be- 


. 


| incorporated into the American Navy. As my 


friend from South Carolina [Mr. ORR] suggest- 
ed, there is something exceedingly strange and 
anomalous in the phraseology of this amendment. 
It seems to me that it admits the fact that these 
officers have always remained officers of the 
American Navy; and if so, are we not liable to 
pay the salaries of deceased officers, and the wages 
of deceased and surviving seamen? As is assumed 
in this amendment, we are as much responsible 
and as much liable to pay the wages of petty of- 
ficers and mariners as to pay the salaries of the 
officers higher in rank. 

[Here the hammer fell. a 

Mr. HAVEN. I think that perhaps we had 
better come to a speedy vote upon this matter. I 
do not understand precisely the motion made by 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. MiLLsoN,] but 
I wish to say to the committee, if we get afloat 
with this Texan navy, we shall hardly touch 
bottom. [Laughter.] It seems to me that, at this 
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late period of the session, we had better come to 
a vote upon. this question, and settle this thing, 
one way or another. I want to know, when, one 
of these days, we annex the Sandwich Islands, 
whether King Ka-me-ha-me-haistobe incorporated 
among the executive officers of this Government 
by operation of law? [Laugh ter.] -E want to 
know whether, when Cuba comes into dur pos- 
session, her custom-house officers, who have been 
making so much trouble there, are to be incorpo- 
rated among the executive officers of the Govern- 
ment? [rather think that we had better take a 
little time in the consideration of this subject, and 
vote this proposition down. 

Mr. MILLSON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

The question was then taken on the Senate’s 
amendment; and it was non-concurred in. 

Fourteenth amendment: 

“And be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States, within thirty days after the passage hereof, 
shall assemble a naval board, to consist of three captains, 
two commanders, and two lieutenants, which board shall 
investigate the conduct, character, and standing of all the 
officers of the grades of captains, commanders, lieuten- 
ants, passed midshipmen, and masters in the line of pro- 
motion, and shall ascertain and report to the Seeretary of 
the Navy, under such rules and regulations ashe may pre- 
scribe, every officer of said grades that said board shal} 
deem incompetent or disqualified to discharge promptly his 
whole duty ashore or afloat; and in every case the said 
board shall report, in two separate classes, such officers as 
the interests of the service require should be dismissed, and 
such as should be placed out of the line of promotion, with 
its reasons for the same: Provided, That, upon said board, 
officers shall not investigate, vote, or report upon officers 
ofa senior grade. Upon the return of the reports of the 
board to the Secretary of the Navy, he shall, so far as the 
President shall approve the same, cause those officers who 
may be reported for dismissal, to be dismissed the service, 
with six months’ sea service pay ; and those who may be 
reported for withdrawal from the line of proshotion, to be 
so withdrawn, upon pay which shal! not be more than three 
fifths, nor less than one fifth their sea service pay respect- 
ively, to be determined and approved by the President : 
Provided, That passed midshipmen and masters in the line 
of promotion, so reported in the second class, shall be 
dropped from the service, and shalt thereupon receive one 
year’s sea service pay. ‘The said board shall be convened 
and regulated as the Secretary may direct; and he shall 
ascertain, in such manner as he may deem just and expe- 
dient, the services, standing, and character of the officers 
of the grades aforesaid, and submit the same to the board 
for its better information: Provided, ‘That the promotions 
which may be made in consequence of such dismissals 
and withdrawals, shall reduce the grade of commanders to 
seventy, which shall hereafter be the number of said grade. 


Mr. PHELPS took the floor. 

Mr. SKELTON. I wonder that these gentle- 
men occupy the floorallthetime. Have the naval 
committee nothing to say about naval affairs? 

Mr. PHELPS. I willingly yield the floor. 

Mr. SKELTON. I desire to say, Mr. Chair- 
man, that this provision incorporated in this bill 
is a part of a bill reported by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and now in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to be acted upon. 
J think that that portion of the bill embraced in 
this proposition is too important to be acted upon 
at so short a notice, and with so little discussion. 
I hope, therefore, it will be stricken out; because, 
when that discussion comes before the House, | 
shall desire at least an hour to discuss the propo- 
sition in favor of this retired list. Therefore, for 
the purpose of facilitating business, I simply de- 
sire, as one of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to have this amendment stricken out, and left to the 
next session, when we act upon the bill which 
embraces that proposition. 

Mr. BOCOCK. [I hope the committee will in- 
dulge me for a moment to say something about 
thisamendment. Inasmuch as the gentleman from 


New Jersey [Mr. Sxe.ron] has said that thisisa | 


part of a bill reported here by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, I desire to say a word or two about 


it. If my friend will examine it particularly, he | 


will find that this amendment is nota part of the 
bill presented here by that committee. { consider 
this a very different thing from the provisions of 
the bill of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SKELTON. The gentleman will allow 
me to say that it embraces the 
in part of the bill. 

Mr. BOCOCK. It may embrace the principles 
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principles contained | 


of part of the bill, but the bill: reported by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs has in it other im- 
portant, almost vital, principles, connecting them- 
selves with this, without which this thing of a 
retired list will not be efficient, and is not desira- 
ble. If, however, Mr. Chairman, I were perfectly 
satisfied that the bill to which the gentleman has 
referred would come up at the next session, meet 
with a fair and deliberate discussion, and be acted 
on by the House in good faith, I would go with 
him for voting down this proposition now. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will lend my aid to getting 
the bill alluded to discussed next session. 

Mr. BOCOCK. But it is not now with mea 
question of what is right; it is a question of what 
we can get. 

This thing isnot satisfactory to me. Itis crude; 
it is imperfect, and it has very many. objections. 
It is but a temporary expedient at best. “But for 
years past, those who have had the Navy in 
charge have sued here at the door of this House 
for the admission of reforms, and it has never 
been open. They have spent weeks and months 
preparing bills, and have clamored for admission. 

Mr. Chairman. I desire to say here that this 
principle of a retired list—because 1 believe a 
great prejudice exists against it—is one of econ- 
omy, as well as reform. Men now in the Navy are 
practically retired. I find men in the Navy upon 
the captains list, the commanders list, and even 
upon the lieutenants list, retired for life, because 
they are incompetent to render services. And 
the simple question about the retired list is, shall 
those men, retired in fact, and incompetent for 
service, stand there upon the list, receiving their 
regular leave of absence pay, and stand in the way 
of younger and more efficient men, who have the 
interest of the Navy at heart, and the honor of J 
their country in their affections? 

The gentleman over the way [Mr. SKELTON] 
talked the other day about civil pensions. But 
why talk about civil pensions? There isno danger 
of a system of civil pensions being established in‘! 
this couutry; but he talks about it, because he is a 
man sagacious enough to know that if this thing 
is to be attacked at all, it must be attacked in the 
flank, and not in front; that it must be attacked 
by prejudice and not by reason. Civil pensions | 
are odious. The gentleman is desirous of making 
the House believe that this is a system of civil 
pensions; but he must have studied a different 
vocabulary, and had different sources of informa- 
tion from any thing I have had access to, if he can 
Show to me, that paying a man upon the retired 
list of the Navy, is a civil pension. 

(Here the hammer fell.) 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the two amendments 
wiil be considered together. I have this to say in 
relation to the matter: The very argument of the 
gentleman from Virginia ought to convince the 
committee that this is an improper time to attempt | 
to adopt suchanamendment, It is proposed that | 
you shall appoint a board of officers, who shall | 
examine and report those officers in the Navy of 
the United States who are to be dismissed from 
service. Itis also provided that the board of ofi- 
cers shall report a list of such officers, above a! 
certain grade, who, in their opinion, ought to be 
retired and placed out of the line of promotion. 


And if you retire them, you must, of necessity, |! 


committee will not concu 
the Senate. 

Mr, SKELTON. 
tion of the committee 
minutes, 

Mr. WALSH. Lhope the gentleman will ‘not, 
for if this debate lasts much longer, two thirds of 
the House will be asleep. {Laughter.} 

Mr. SKELTON. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri, and only 
desire to say in reply to my colleague upon the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, that I am as anxious 
as he is to effect a reorganization of the Navy of . 
the United States. I am as anxious as the chair- 
man of our committee, or any other member of it, 
to get rid of all the lumber that now disgraces and 
encumbers the service. But, sir, I'am not in 
favor of concurring with the Senate in ‘the plan 
which they have embraced in this bill. I will only 
say in conclusion, that I. hope the whole subject 
will be postponed uptil the next session, and then 
I will most heartily codperate with the chairman 
of the Naval Committee in getting this matter be- 
fore the House, and in accomplishing a thorough 
reorganization of the Navy. 

Mr. PHELPS. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. CUMMING. I move to increase the 
| number of commanders to eighty. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair gives notice 
that he will confine gentlemen in their remarks 
strictly to an explanation of their amendments, 

Mr. CUMMING. I think that at this time of 
the world, what we have heard to-night in refer- 
ence to {hg Navy is just about as uncalled forand 
as unwarranted and unexpected an accusation 
brought against the Navy of the United States ag 
anything could have been. Sir, I consider the 
American Navy the—— . 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman must 
confine himself to the explanation of his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CUMMING. Sir, I will do so. I wag 
proceeding to say that I considered this a very 
improper time to come forward and accuse the 
personnel of the Navy of being lamber. 

Mr. SKELTON. I desire to say that I am the 
lust man upon this floor to make charges against 
the Navy; but I think the present organization 
is avery bad one, 

Mr. CUMMING. I sat and listened, when I 
first came into this Hall, to the highest eulogiums 
of a gallant naval officer for what he had recently 
done to sustain the dignity of his country, He 
was lauded, and justly so. Now, if a change is 
desired in the present condition of the officers, let 
there be an increase; do not decrease their num- 
ber. But, for God’s sake, after all we have heard 
of the glory of the Navy, and the gallant and com- 
mendable conduct of Commander Ingraham, do 
not talk ofthe Navy as though it were sume old 
lumber or trash, stored in a garret, and to be 
tossed out on the first opportunity. I now with- 
draw my amendment. 

The question was taken; and the Senate amend- 
ment was non-eoncurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 


And be tt further enacted, That the grounds and appurte- 
| nances thereunto belonging, known as the Memphis navy- 
yard, in Shelby county, Tennessee, be, and the same is 
hereby, ceded to the mayor and alderinen of the city of 


r in the-amendment of 


I will not occupy the atten- 
for more than two or three 


retire them upon pay. You must retire them 
upon pay or leave. I have the impression that 
some other provision is made in a subsequent 
section for their pay when retired. Now d am 
opposed to any plan introduced at this time for the 
reform and reorganization of the Navy of the 
United States. If you are to reform it, let a plan i 
be brought before us in a separate bill, when we | 
can have timeto examine it with deliberation, and 


sands of the session are just about running out. 
The amendment proposes a reduction in the | 
number of commanders. 
of the number of captains. It proposes various | 
|| changes, which are very important, and should | 
{lj not be hastily made. I hope, therefore, that the | 


not attach it to the naval appropriation bill, sent | 
in to us, as the Senate have done now, when the | 


1 
It proposes a reduction |! 
i 


| Memphis, for the use and benefit of said city; and that the 
Secretary ofthe Navy order the commandant of said navy- 
yard, at Memphis, to surrender to the mayor of Memphis 
said property: Provided, That the accounting officers of 
i the Treasury, in settling the account of the late navy agent 
at Memphis, shall not deduct the sum of $2,964 59 already 


if received by bim and passed to his credit on the books of the 


Treasury Department, from his salary as acting purser, 


‘| provided for by an act making appropriations for the naval 


ervice of the country for the year ending the 20th of June, 


| 1853. 
| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I moveto add 
| the word “machinery ” after the word * appurte- 
nances,” to say a few words on the amendment. 
Mr. Chairman, itis known that theGovernment has, 
at that establishment, a large amount. of valuable 
machinery for the purpose of spinning rope. ` Itis 
perfectly useless there unless the spinning of rope 
for the Navy is continued. Now, sir, since it hag 
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been. asserted all over the House that the nayg- 
yard at Memphis ought to. be abolished, since the 
small appropriation for it put into this bill, at the 
suggestion of the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
“has been stricken out, anf since a much larger 
additional sum has been appropriated for the ben- | 
efit of a navy-yard at San Francisco—since such 
is the condition of things—the proposition of the 
Senate to cede this property back to ‘the city of 
„Memphis is a very proper one. -lf the establish- 
ment is to be treated as it has been to-night, and 
on former occasions, I do not know that the Gov- | 
vernment could do better than. what is proposed 
by the amendment. The site of the navy-yard 
was originally given to the Government by the 
city of Memphis, with the exception of a few lots 
urchased from private individuals at a cost of 
$25,000. - The site was given to the Government 
on.the ‘condition that this establishment was to 
be,putthere. Now, to withdraw it is, to some 
extent, in bad faith to the city of Memphis; and 
if the establishment is to be abolished, the value 
of the property will be greatly diminished. ‘The 
buildings are of little use in their present situa- 
tion, except for the purposes for which they, were 
designed. You have there a large and fine rope- 
walk for the spinning of rope. You have shops, 
and some other appurtenanges appropriate for a 
building yard. 
When the first proposition was, some time ago, 
-before the Senate, the friends of the Memphis 
navy-yard proposed to those gentlemen, sincethey 
were disposed to strike it down, thatif they would 
adopt this proposition, they would consent to let 
itgo. Itwas upon that condition, asl understand, 
that the original proposition was adopted in the 
Senate; and [ hope that, since the committee has 
done what it has, it will also concur in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire to submit an amend- 
ment, . 
Mr. STANTON.. I withdrawmy amendment. | 


Mr. PHELPS. [ propose the following amend- 
ment in lieu of zhat section: 


And be it enacted, That the navy-yard at Memphis is 
hereby abolished. 


That is a propper to abolish the navy-yard 
at Memphis. The amendment of the Senate con- 
tains the condition that the property at the navy- 
yard at Memphis should be given to the city. “I 
am not prepared to say, at this time, whether it 
would be proper and right to make a donation of 
the property to that city. We are not without 
knowledge respecting the property there; for we 
know that millions of dollars have been expended 
upon that ship-yard; and, under the circumstances, 
T cannot say that it is right to donate that site to 
the city. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I beg the gen- 
tleman to remember that a large portion of the 
appropriations expended there has been for ma- 
chinery. 

Mr. PHELPS. A portion of the money appro- 
ae there has been expended for machinery, 

ut still the Government has been at considerable 
expense in erecting buildings, and making provis- 
jon for the permanent establisment of that yard. 
It seems to be the sense of the committee that the 
navy-yard should be abolished. Letus say soinso 
many words; and if it would be proper and right 
to give the site to the city of Memphis, it can be 
done at the next session of Congress. 

With the consent of the committee, I will now 
withdraw the amendment which I submitted, and 
let the committee vote on concurrence in the Sen- 
ate amendment. 

The question was taken on the Senate amend- | 
ment; and it was non-concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That naval pursers shall | 
hereafter be styled paymasters; and all laws. rules, and | 
régulations applying to pursers shall apply to them as pay- 
masters: Provided, That this change of name shall not be | 
held to affect their rank, pay, or duties, 


ane T do not see why we should 
name rom purser to paymaster. i 
Mr. RIDDLE. The change k Secommended i 


becau ʻe itis in conformity with the custom of 
every other service, 


Mr WALSH. What have we to do with | 
other services? | 
Several Memners. Th 
„the change should not be 


: 
at ig the very reason || 
made. i 


The question was taken; and the 
was non-concurred in. 


Seventeenth amendment: . 

“And be it further enacted, That two ‘General Orders? 
of the Secretary of the Navy, dated August 31, 1846, and 
May 27, 1847, upon relative rank, shalt have the force and 
effect of law. 

Mr. PHELPS. . There is but one word of ex- 
planation requisite in relation to this matter. 
There were two orders issued by the Secretary 
of the Navy as to relative rank in the Navy, to 
which it is desirable to give the force of law. It 
is all right; let us adopt the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


- Eighteenth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the pay of the boatswains, 
gunners, carpenters, and sail-makers of the Navy, shall be 
as follows : j 


On leave, or waiting orders, per annum, $600; shore 
dufy, $700; sea service, $900. An addition oftwo per centum 
on the foregoing rates for every year’s sea service, and au 
addition upon sea pay of ten per centum when serving in 
ships with four hundred men, and twenty per centum when 
serving in ships with nine hundred men. 

Mr. SKELTON. 1 will simply say, as I said 
before, that this is a proposition which the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs have recommended in the 
bill which they prepared. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in, 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the committee do 
now rise, and report the amendments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman of the committee 


amendment 


reported that the Committee of the Whole on the || 


state of the Union had had under consideration 
the Union generally, and particularly amendments 
of the Senate to the bill making provision for the 
support of the Navy of the United States; and 
that the committee had directed him to report their 
concurrence in some, and their non-concurrence 
in others, of said amendments. 

Mr. PHELPS moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered to be put. 

Mr. ORR. I suggest that we vote on all the 
amendments, except that for the Memphis navy- 
yard, in gross. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennegsee. I consent to 


‘that. Let us take the vote on the Memphis 


navy-yard separately; and I hope the House will 
concur in that amendment. : 

The qpestion was taken; and the report of the 
committee on all the amendments, with the ex- 
ception of that referred to, was adopted. 

Mr. MILLSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the House concurred in the report of the 
Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union, 
and alsg to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

The fifteenth amendment was then read. 

Mr. STANTON. [ask for a division of the 
House upon that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the 
Whole recommend a non-concurrence in this 
amendment of the Senate. 

The question was taken; and there were, upona 
division—ayes seventy; noes not counted. 

Mr. ROBBINS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Briss and 
CHURCHWELL were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes ninety; noes not counted. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, I move to re- 
consider the vote by which that amendment was 


adopted, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I now move to reconsider 
the vote by which the reciprocity treaty bill was 
referred. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise toa privileged question. 
I move that the House insist upon its disagree- 
ment to the amendments of the Senate to the naval 
appropriation bill, and ask for a committee of 
conference. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri has forgotten, perhaps, that the Senate may 
recede from its amendments. The usual course is 
to send the bill back to the Senate, and for them 
to ask for & committee of conference. 

Mr. PHELPS. I am very well satisfied, in 
my own mind, that the Senate will not recede, 


The House may, in the mean time, adjourn, and 
there will be no time for a committee to act. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will put the 
motion, if the gentleman desires it. 

The motion was agreed to; and 

The SPEAKER thereupon appointed Messrs. 

Pueips, Bococx, and Parker as managers upon 
; the part of the House. i : 
. Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand that I have 
| been appointed as one of the committee of confer- 
ence upon the river and harbor bill. I ask to be 
excused from serving upon that committee. 

Mr. C. was excused; and 

ane SPEAKER appointed Mr. Orr in his 
ace. 
Mr. HIBBARD. I now insist upon my mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
making provision for carrying into effect the re- 
ciprocity treaty with Great Britain was referred 
to the Committee of the W hole on the state of the 
Union; and upon that motion I demand the pre- 
vious question. 
; Mr. HENN. Does not the bill make an ap- 
propriation ? 

Mr. HIBBARD. It does not. 

Mr. CROCKER. I ask the consent of the 
House to have a bill taken from the Speaker’s 
j table. Itis a Senate bill,and provides merely for 
the change of a vessel’s name. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. HIBBARD. At the suggestion of many 
of the friends of the reciprocity bill, I shall sus- 
pend what action I intended to propose on it, that 
i the Army bill may be taken up. 

Mr. HUNT. T would suggest that the gentle- 
man from New York withdraw his objection to the 
motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 

Mr. WALSH. I withdraw it. 

Senate biil to change the name of the American- 
í built brig Glamorgan to that of Wizard, was then 
taken up from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 
| second time by its title, and then read in extenso. 

It was ordered to be read a third time; and was 
read a third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the Senate 
amendments to the Army bill were taken up, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, I move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
Union. : 

The motion was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Wricut, of Pennsylvania, in the chair,) 
and proceeded to consider the amendments of the 
Senate to the Army appropriation bill. 

First amendment: 

Strike out ‘ $28,497, and insert in lieu thereof 
tc $985 621 25,” so that the paragraph will read: 

For subsistence in kind, $1,285,621 25. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is made necessary be- 
cause of the increased estimate for rations. Ra- 
| tions were heretofore rated at twenty cents; they 

are now rated at twenty-five cents. 

There is no recommendation made for this 
appropriation, and I do not think that it ought to 
pass. The Committee of Waysand Means rejected 
it in the early part of the session. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Second amendment: 


Page seven, after line three, insert: 

For an irou steamer, to be used in the survey of the 
northern and northwestern lakes, including Lake Superior, 
under the direction of the War Department, $50,000. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. It is proper to state 
i that these amendments have just been returned 
i from the Senate. The Committee of Ways and 
| Means have had no meeting in regard to them, 
| and are, therefore, unable to state whether it is 
| proper to concur or non-concur in them. Mem- 
| bers of the House are just in the same situation as 
| members of the committee, and are able to form 
_ the same judgment with regard to them. It per- 
haps would be the safest plan to recommend a 
i non-concurrence in the amendments, and ask for 
a committee of conference. 

Mr. HAVEN. It is true, of course,as my 
friend from Kentucky suggests, that these amend- 
ments have not been acted upon in the Committee 
of Waysand Means. In reference to this par- 
ticular amendment now before the House, it so 
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happens that it relates to a matter which has fallen 
under my own observation. We’ have made an 
appropriation for the last dozen years of $50,000 
a year for a survey of the northern and north- 
western lakes, including Lake Superior, which 
has done for the lakes what the Coast Survey has 
done for the Atlantic coast. They have during 
all that time used a little steamer which Captain 
Macomb teld me had got so rotten that they 
could use it no longer; and he told me that it was 
absolutely necessary that this vessel should be 
had. It isa very small affair. i 

With the construction of the canal around the 
Sault Saint Marie, by which the immense com- 
merce of the interior is to be let down upon the 
dower lakes, it is of the greatest importance that 
these surveys upon Lake Superior should be car- 
ried on without delay. Lake Superior is a great, 
unknown inland sea, and capable of bearing upon 
its waters an immense commerce. It is, there- 
fore, highly necessary that commercial men should 
know something of its condition: and this cannot 
be done until a thorough and efficient survey is 
made, under the direction of competent and prac- 
tical men. F hope that the committee will coneur 
in the amendment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. In answer tothe gen- 
tleman, I would say this, that already and ante- 
rior to this amendment of the Senate, you find in 
this bill that the first item is for continuing the 

e Survey of the northern and northwestern lakes, 
including Lake Superior, $50,000. If this amend- | 
ment is adopted, it isa provision to what isalready | 
contained in the bill. | 

Mr. NOBLE. I will state to the committee 
that I have some information in regard to this 
particular item. These surveys upon the lakes 
are carried on with very great success, and per- 
haps there is nothing in which the Northwest feel 
a deeper interest than in the prosecution of them. 
Captain Macómb says that it is absolutely neces- 
sary that this vessel should be built to carry on 
successfully those surveys. The appropriation 
for this purpose is also recommended by Professor 
Bache, who is at the head of the Coast Survey de- 
partment. l hope that the committee will concur 
in the amendment of the Senate, 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 

Page eight, after line twelve, insert as follows: 

For the purchase of a site and construction of an arsenal 
at Benicia, California, $93,485. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I ask the gentlemen 
representing the Committee of Ways and Means 
what recommendation has been made in reference 
to this matter by the Department? I ask this for 
information. There is no arsenal in the State of 
California at all. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. It appears from the 
estimate sent us from the Department, that the 
amount asked for to construct an arsenal at Be- 
nicia, California, is $93,485. That is the amount 
embraced in the amendment of the Senate. 1i 
would remark, that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have had nothing to do with this estimate, 
and would refer my friend from California to the 
report made on the subject. 

Mr. HOUSTON.. I will state this fact in con- | 
nection with it. The matter was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, because the ap- | 
propriation asked for was fora new work. And | 
being so—being for the purchase of a site and 
erection of an arsenal—it does not go to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, but it does go to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I do not know in what 
form it has ever been referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. I recollect this in connection 
with it: I had a communication addressed to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, complaining, in 
very strong and emphatic language, that this 
item was not embraced in the bill reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and it was į 
stated that there was no arsenal on the Pacific 
coast at all wherein a culvert could be constructed 
in safety; and that the powder now owned by the | 
Government had to be kept in a wooden building. į 
Complaint was made to the War Department that 
the Committee of Ways and Means had not em- 
braced an appropriation for that arsenal in this 
bill. The Secretary of War communicated to the 


Committee on Military Affairs that this appro- | 
priation had been included in his estimate, and | 


that the estimate had been disagreed to by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. I recollect, dis- 
tinctly, the fact that it was stated that even the 
powder which they had at the place was kept in 
wooden buildings. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I regret very much that the 
head of the Ordnance Department knows so little 
of his business as to suppose that an estimate of 
this sort should go to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. it never goes to that committee unless 
the work has been commenced. It goes to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs; just as estimates | 
for the erection of light-houses are sent to the 


Committee on Commerce, and as custom-house |} 


estimates are sent to that committee. After the 

erection of the work has been authorized, then 

the future estimates come under the control of the 

Committee of Ways and Means. I donot know 

that the estimate in question was referred par- 

ticularly to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

I took it for granted, as a matter of course, that 

it was. It was not my duty to call the attention 

of that committee to the estimate which properly 

belonged to them. I know that this same question 

was up during the last session of Congress, and 

I took precisely the same course in respect to it. 

My opinion is, that by reference to that portion 

of the message of the President of the United 

States, which was distributed by resolution, it | 
will be found that this subject was directly referred 

to the Committee on Military Affairs. [am not; 
certain about that. But L am certain that it be-, 
longs to that committee; and that we have never | 
taken cognizance of estimates for works of this | 
sort. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I move to increase the | 
appropriation ten dollars. I was about to make | 
this suggestion to the gentleman from California 
and to the Committee of Ways and Means. I do 
notknow that I am capable of giving advice with 
reference to the course it is best to pursue. The 
Committee of Ways and Means have not told us 
their opinion in relation to a great many of the 
appropriations placed on the bill. They are unable 
to give the House any informationin regard to it. 
My proposition is this, as a committee of con- 
ference will be the inevitable result, let us disagree 
to all the Senate amendments to the bill, and let ; 
it go to the committee of conference at once, and 
they will report to the House something to act 
upon. 

Mr.McDOUGALL. I dislike to say anything 
more about California appropriations, as I know 
there is a feeling in the Fiouse that California has 
been talking enough, and getting appropriations | 
enough. But it must be evident that there is a | 
propriety in this particular appropriation. There 
is no arsenal upon our coast—a coast of sixteen 
or eighteen hundred miles in extent. There is | 
no arsenal for the preservation of the arms of the 
Federal Government; and it is about time there 
should be one. The head of the War Department | 
has furnished the estimate, but by some accident | 
it has not been acted upon by the House. The | 
estimate has been sent to the Senate, and the | 
Senate have incorporated a provision in reference || 
to it in the bill. It strikes me that it is time that į 
we should -have some means of preserving the 
United States stores for war purposes upon the | 
Pacific coast. 
necessary, though I do not wish to urge its adop- 
tion to an improper extent. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- | 
ment was non-concurred in. i 

Fourth amendment: j 


Tor the sword ordered to be presented to Brevet Major j 
General John E. Wool, by ihe joint resolution, approved | 
January 24, 1854, $1,500. ; 

Mr. MATTESON. Willit bein orderto move ! 
to disagree to ali of the Senate amendments? It | 
seems to me that by doing so we would save a ; 


great deal of time. i 


Mr. PHELPS. Oh, let us take the question || 


upon them. | 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Why would it not 
be well to consent to disagree to the whole of | 
them? There is nobody here to explain them. 
Mr. PHELPS. One word. I have but a mo- 
ment since examined several of these amendments 
at the Clerk’s desk. 
of examining them thoroughly. Many of the 
matters introduced into the amendments, are en- 
tirely new; and if they were not acted upon by 


It seems to me to be exceedingly || 
8 


I have had no apportunity | ` Ma 
use +f | currence in the remaining amendments of the 
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placed in a delicate position, and it would involve 
the legislation in regard to all of them by a com- 
mittee of six members. ‘That is the reason why 
I desire the action of the House upon them. ~ 
The question was then taken upon the fourth 
amendment of the Senate; and it was concurred. 
m. BEE: 
Fifth amendment: J eed 


For payment of claims adjudicated by the board of Army 
officers appointed by the Secretary of War, under the sixth 
section of the act of August 31, 1852, $129,885 23. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Sixth amendment: à 


For the purchase of the hest: breach-loading rifles; in 
the opinion of the Secretary of War, for the use of the Uni- 
ted States Army, $90,000: Provided, That the Secretary’ 
of War, after a fair, practical test thereof, shall deem the 
purchase advisable and proper. g 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire here to read the 
resolution adopted on the 6th of January. 

Mr. H. then read the resolution adopted. near 
the commencement of the session, -for referring 
the President’s message to the appropriate stand- 
ing committees, from which it appeared that the 
estimate in relation to the arsenal on the Pacific 
coast was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ~ : 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to say a single word 
in reference to the sixth amendment of the Senate. - 

Mr. WALSH. You are not in favor of these 
breach-loading rifles, are you? 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam not in favor of striking 
out this appropriation proposed in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. The amendment provides 
for placing $90,000 at the disposal of the Secre- 
tary of War, to enable him to purchase a supply 
of breach-loading rifles, if, upon examination, 
they should be found superior to the rifles now in 
use in the service. Sir, dd you desire to make 
your Army efficient, place good and proper arms 
in their hands. Let us keep up_with the latest 
improvements that are made. Who does not 
know that the Government refused, year after 
year, to substitute the percussion locks for the 
flint locks then in use? Sir, let us not delay the 
adoption of improvements in arms whenever they 
are made. I hope this amendment, placing these 
$90,000 at the disposal of the Secretary of War, 
will be adopted. : 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: . 

That the proper accounting officers be, and they are here- 
by, directed, in the settlement of the accounts of Captain 
Joseph L. Folsom, assistant quartermaster of the United 
States Army, to receive parol testimony of the disburse- 
ments made by him as such assistant quartermaster, in lien 
of vouchers for such disbursements, which were destroyed 
by fire in the city of San Francisco, on thé 4th of May, A. 
D., 1851, and that upou the testimony so taken, if satisfac- 
tory to the Department, the accounts of said assistant quar- 
termaster shall be audited and settled according to the prin- 
ciples of equity and justice: Provided, The sum allowed 
shall not excecd the balance now due from said Folsom to 
the Treasury. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. At the suggestion of 


i| a number of gentlemen around me, and at the sug- 


gestion of the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance in the Senate, as the Senate is about taking 
a recess, I propose that, by common consent, we 
now concur with the Senate in the remaining 
amendments, and allow a committee of conference 
to be appointed. Itis important that a committee 
hould be appointed before either body take a re- 


|| cess, and I would also suggest that perhaps a com- 


i mittee of conferénce may be able to furnish ex- 
| planations of these amendments which we cannot 
‘now have, so that the House may be able to act 
, more understandingly upon the subject than if we 
' were to go through with them now in committee. 
| Mr. McDOUGALL. I object to that course 


ji just now. ‘The amendment which has just been 


| read is one which ougut to be adopted. 
| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. But while we are 
| discussing it, the Senate will takea recess, and we 

shall lose the committee of conference. 
| Mr. McDOUGALL. I willnot detain the com- 
i mittee. I ask that the amendment may be again 
read. 
! It was read by the Clerk. 

The question was then taken; and the seventh 

amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move a non-con- 


Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move that the com- 


the House, the committee of conference would be | 
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mittee.do.now rise, and report the amendments to 
the House. .... : 

_ The motion was agreed to. 

‘So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
yesumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had the Union generally under consideration, 
and particularly the amendments of the Senate to 
the Army appropriation bill, and had concurred 
in’some, and non-concurred in others: 

<Mr. BRECKINRIDGE moved that the House 
concur inthe report of the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

| Phe motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I. now move that a 
committee of conference: be appointed to meet a 
like committee on the part of the Senate on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the Army appropriation 


‘The motion was agreed to. 
EXTRA PAY TO HOUSE EMPLOYEES. 


My. HUNT. Ihave a joint resolution here to 

which I trust there will be no objection. Itisa 
joint resolution to pay the employees under the 
resolution of August 2d. n 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and Houseof Representatives, in 
Congress assembled, That the sum’ appropriated by the 
House of Representatives, for the payment of its pages and 
employees, be paid out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

The joint resolution was then, by unanimous 
consent, read a first and second time by its title, 
ordered fo be engrossed and read a third time; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 


RECIPROCITY TREATY BILL. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the reciprocity bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union to-day; and on that motion demand the 
previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I demand tel- 
lerson ordering the previous question. 

“Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Briss and 
‘Wasusurn were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 

‘ported—ayes 95, noes 6; no quorum voting. 

Mr.GROW. As there seems not to be a quo- 
ram present, 1 move that wé take a recess until 
eight o'clock. 

he SPEAKER. «If there be no objection the 
vote will be taken on adjourning, or on taking a 
recess till eight o’clock. 

(Cries of “ Say nfneo’clock!’’ and “ No, let it 
be eight o’clock !*] ; 

Mr. HUNT. 1 object to the proposition to ad- 
journ till eight o'clock. It is not a sufficiently long 
recess. 

[Cries of ‘* Say nine o’clock !’7] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is very evident that we 
can do business better by takingarecess. There is 
a way in which the majority can do it. I propose 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, with a view 
of taking a recess immediately after. I make that 
motion now, that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The House has divided re- 
cently, and it has been ascertained that there is no 
quorum present. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Well, by common con- 
sent, let us take a recess till nine o’clock. 

[Cries of ** Yes !’? “Yes!” “ Agréed P?) 

Mr. HENN. Iam opposed to the adjourn- 
ment of the House. Let us go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and take 
up the first bill on the Calendar; a bill in which 
every member from a new State is interested. 

Several Mempers. What bill is it? 

Mr. HENN. It isa bill for the relief of the 
ee and locators on swamp and overflowed 
ands. It is the first bill on the Calendar. 

{Cries of “Not” «No!? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I propose that, by common 
consent, we take a recess till nine o’clock. 

Mr. HENN. I object to taking a recess till 
that bill is disposed of. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. But the bill cannot be 
disposed of now; there is no quorum present. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I shall object to 
the consideration of this bill. 


Mr. HUNT. -1 move that the House do now 
adjourn. . ; t 

Mr. HENN. Iask the gentleman from Louis- 
iana to withdraw that motion, until I submit a 
proposition which I think will meet the unanimous 
approbation of the House. ; 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assory Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, In- 
forming the House that the Senate had disagreed 
to theamendments of the House to the amendments 
of the Senate, to the bill making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1855, and that the Senate insist upon their amend- 
ments to said bill, and ask a committee of confer- 
ence. upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. ; 

Also, that the Senate had passed a bill making 
appropriations for the transportation of the United 
States mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, 
with an amendment, in which he was directed to 
ask the concurrence of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed sundry private 
bills of the House.] 


Mr. PHELPS. I ask the gentleman from 
Louisiana [Mr. Hunt] to withdraw his motion 
to adjourn, in order to allow the gentleman from 
Alabama to submit a motion that the House insist 
upon its amendments to the amendments of the 
Senate to the mail steamer appropriation bill, and 
that a committee of conference be appointed ? 

Mr. HUNT. I will withdraw it, and renew it 
afterwards. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Senate have made but 
one amendment to the bill, and it is not necessary 
that it should go to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. I movethat the House 
do now concur in the amendment, and ask a com- 
mittee of conference. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. There appeared to be no 
quorum awhileago. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ascertain if 
there is a quorum by a count. 

Mr. HENN. I desire to make a proposition, 
which I think will meet unanimous consent. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to count the 
House, and announced, as the result, one hun- 
dred and six members present—being €tss than a 


quorum. i 

Mr. PRESTON. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Iappeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw that motion. It will leave us but two 
hours to fifiish the business of the House before 
the final adjournment to-morrow. 

Mr. PRESTON. I cannot withdraw the mo- 
tion unless I can have the unanimous consent of 
the House to take a recess until nine o’clock. 

Mr. HENN. I move that the House take a 
recess until half past eight o’clock. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. BRIDGES. If the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky will withdraw his motion for that purpose, 
I will submit a proposition to the House to take 
a recess until nine o’clock. 

Mr. PRESTON. I will withdraw for that 
purpose. 

Mr. HENN. When I objected before to the 
proposition made by the gentleman from Louis- 
iana, Í did it for the purpose of asking the House 
to take up and dispose of the swamp land bill. I 


desire now that that bill shall be taken up and į 


disposed of, I do not care whether favorably or 
unfavorably; and if it is the understanding that | 
that bill shall be taken up when the House meets 
again, I will not object to the proposition to take 
a recess. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I now submit the proposition 
that the House take a recegs until nine o’clock. 

There was no objection; and 

The House thereupon (at five o’clock, a. m.) 
took a recess until nine o’clock, a. m. 


Fray, August 4, 1854. ` 


The House met, pursuant to its order, at nine 
o’clock. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Assury Dicuins, their Secretary, informing 
the House that they had passed, without amend. | 
ment, bills of this House of the following titles: 


A bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands; A 


A bill to- increase the pay of the rank and file of 
the Army, and to encourage enlistments; 

A bill to extend the right of preémption over 
unsurveyed lands in Minnesota, and for other 
purposes; é 

A bill supplemental to an act entitled ‘* An-act 
to ascertain and settle the. private land claims in 
the State of California, approved March 3, 1851; 

A bill for the relief of J. Cash and Giles U. 
Ellis; > 

~A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Rice Jones, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Ira Cali, of the State of 
Ohio; 7 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to settle the accounts of Thomas Jordan, assistant 
quartermaster in the United States Army; and 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Parker, of San- 
dusky City, Ohio. ; 

Also, that they had passed a bill of the Senate 
“to provide for the surrender of certain bonds 
of the State of Indiana, held by the United 
States,” in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House. 

[A message was received from the President, by 
the hands of Siprey WessteR, Esq., his Private 
Secretary, nanitying the House that he had ap- 
proved and signed bills of the following titles: 

House bill (No. 383) for the relief of Thomas 
Bronaugh; and for the repeal of the act to aid the 
Territory of Minnesota in the construction of a s 
railroad therein, approved the 29th of June, 1854. 

House resolution (No. 7) directing the presenta- 
tion of a medal to Commander Duncan N. In- 
graham.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. Just before the recess, the 
Senate returned the mail steamship appropriation 
bill, with an amendment. I move that that amend- 
ment be now taken up and non-concurred in. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
up. 
Par. HOUSTON. I make the motion that the 
House disagree to the amendment of the Senate, 
and that the bill be returned to the Senate. 

Mr. WHEELER moved to lay the bill and 
amendment upon the table; and upon that motion 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

Only thirteen gentlemen rising, the yeas and 
nays were not ordered. . 

r. WHEELER demanded tellers upon the 
yeas. and nays; which were not ordered. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to ascertain 
whether there was a quorum present; and upon 
count, it appeared that there were but eighty 
members present. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved a call of the 
House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The roll was then called; and the following gen- 
tlemen failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, David J. Bailey, Ball, 
Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bis- 
sell, Bliss, Bocoek, Boyce, Breckinridge, Caskie, Cham- 
berlain, Chase, Chastain, Colquitt, Craige, Cullom, Cum- 
ming, John G. Davis, Dent, DeWitt, Dickinson, Disney, 
Dowdell, Drum, Bilison, Farley, Franklin, Gamble, Green, 
Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Sampson. W. Harris, Wiley P. 
Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Hunt, 


‘Daniel T. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Lane, Latham, 


Lindley, Lyon, McCulloch, MeMullin, Mace, Mayall, 
Meacham, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Millson, Mor- 
rison, Murray, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Bishop Perkins, Jobn Perkins, Phelps, Powell, 
Puryear, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchie, Rogers, Ruffin, 
Seward, Seymour, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Straub, David Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Tweed, Walbridge, 
Walsh, Warren, John Wentworth, Westbrook, Witte, 
Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zolicoffer. 

A quorum having failed to answer to their 
names upon the first call, the names of the ab- 
sentées were called over, when a quorum having 
appeared, 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I believe the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Houston] is entitled to 
the floor. I suggest to my friend that the Army 
appropriation bill is not yet finally passed; and if 
he will allow me the floor, I will make a report 
on the result of the conference between the com- 


-mittees on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, 


and have the bill acted upon. ee: . 
Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to with- - 
draw my motion. 
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Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask leave-of the 
House to report the result of the conference be- 
tween the committees of the two Houses on the 
disagreeing votes on the Army appropriation bill. 

[Cries of ‘* Yes; go ahead PJ -- 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Last night, or this 
morning: rather, the House concurred in the 
second, fourth, sixth, and seventh amendments 
proposed by the Senate, and for that reason the 
committee of conference have taken no further 
notice of them. 

The first amendment proposed by the Senate 
the Senate recede from. It is as follows: 

Page two, line one, after the word ‘ million,” strike out 
“and $28,497,” and insert in lieu thereof ‘ $285,621 25 ;?? 
80 as to make the clause read: 

For subsistence in kind, @1,285,621 25. 

The ninth amendment proposed by the Senate 
the Senate also recede from. - It is as follows: 

For the constrnetion of a military road from the Rio 
Grande, near El Paso, to the river Colorado, and for sinking 
wells therein, $12,000, to be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of War. 

The eleventh amendment of the Senate the Sen- 
ate also recede from. That amendment was the 
insertion of the word “ properly” after the word 
“actually,” in the following section, as adopted 
by the House: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to ex- 
amine into and ascertain the amount of expenses incurred, 

sand now actually paid, by the State of California in the 
suppression of Indian hostilities within the said State prior 
to the first of January, Anno Domini 1854, and that the 
amount of such expenses, when so ascertained, be paid 
into the treasury of said State: Provided, That the sum so 
paid shall not exceed in amount the sum of $924,259 65 ; 
which amount is hereby appropriated, outof any moneys in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The Senate recede from the thirteenth amend- 
ment, which is as follows: 

Src. —. And be it further enacted, That the sameallow- 
ance in respect of rations be hereafter made to the military 
commandant of the Schuylkill arsenal, in the Quartermas- 
ter’s Department, as to the commandants of the arsenals in 
the Ordnance Department. 

The Senate recede from their fourteenth amend- 
ment, which is as follows: 

Src. —, And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the first section of the act entitled ‘¢ An act making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army for the year ending 
30th June, 1851, approved September 28, 1850, granting 
extra pay to the officersand enlisted men of the Army serv- 
ing in Oregon and California, be extended to the officers 
and men composing the garrison of the post of Fort Laramie 
on the Oregon route, for the same period of time as was al- 
lowed by the sixth section of the act of third of March, 1853, 
to the officers and men of the two companies of regiment of 
mounted riflemen that garrisoned Fort Laramie, and that 
the provisions of the same section of the same act be also 
extended to the officers and men composing the escort to 
the Mexican Boundary Commission, while they were serv- 
ing as such escort. 


The fifteenth amendment is in regard to a re- 
tired list for the Army. The Senate recede from 
that. 

The nineteenth amendment of the Senate is one 
which proposes to increase the pay of the officers 
ofthe Army. The House had previously passed 
a bill increasing the pay of the rank and file, but 
refusing to increase the pay of the officers. The 
Senate recede from that amendment. 

From their disagreement to the third amend- 
ment of the Senate, the committee recommend that 
the House recede, and that they agree thereto with 
an amendment. The amendment is as follows: 


For purchase of a site and construction of an arsenal at | 


Benicia, California, $93,485. 

‘The committee of conference recommend to 
strike out ‘ 493,485,” and insert in lieu thereof 
‘t $33,400,” and in that shape that it be concurred 
in, 


The tenth amendment is the following: 


For completing the Mendota and Big Sioux river road, 
in accordance with the estimates of the Secretary of War, 
$52,475 68, to be expended under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War. 

Provisions have already been made for survey- 
ing that route, and this amendment is to make an 
appropriation for the payment of the expense. It 
was estimated by the Department that $52,475 68 
would be required to complete it, and that sum 
was, therefore, inserted in the amendment of the 
Senate. But the committee of conference reduced 
the appropriation to $25,000, that being the amount 
which they believed could be properly expended 

` during the current fiscal year. 

The twelfth amendment is to insert the follow- 
ing section: 


lieu of the one contained in the Senate amend- 


i House that it is in pursuance of treaties made at | 


` Sec.—. Aad be it further enacted, That the amount 
which may be found necessary to pay, under the act of 
27th March, 1854, to the widows and orphans of the United 
States truops who perished by the recent disaster to the 
steamship San Francisco, be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. And the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury Department be, and 
they are hereby, authorized and directed to cause the 
balance due on the books of the Treasury on account of 
advance of payment of the United States Army, whose 
widows and children may be entitled to the benefits of the 
second section of the said act of the 27th Mareh, 1854. 

The committee of conference report in favor of 
striking out that last paragraph which provides 
that the additional pay which was given in ad- 
vance of the sailing of the ship to those who were 
lost, shall be deducted out of the eight months’ pay 
which was given to the widows and children, 
The law will then stand with the provision that 
those widows and children shall receive the same 
eight months’ pay which is allowed to the survi- 
vors. That is the report of the committee. 

The sixteenth amendment of the Senate is the 
following: 

Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That the act approved 
September 28, 1850, entitled “ An act granting bounty land 
to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged in 
the military service of the United States,” the act approved 
March 22, 1852, entitled “ An act to make land warrants 
assignahle, and for other purposes,” and the act approved 
February 33, 1853, entitled “ An act to continue half pay to 
certain widows and orphans,” shall not be so construed as 
to deprive any widow of the benefits therein granted for 
the services of the husband, though she may have married 
again: Provided, ‘That the applicant is a widow at the time 
of making the claim. 


The committee of conference report in favor of 
retaining that amendment, with this proviso in 


ment: 

Prepided, That such party shall not receive pension 
during coverture. 

The committee of conference propose that the 
House agree to the fifth amendmentofthe Senate, to 
pay the adjudicated California claims, which matter 
is explained as follows: By a law recently enacted 
it was provided, that for the pay and equipment, as 
mounted riflemen, finding their own horses and 
forage, of the volunteers serving under the com- 
mand of Captain John C. Frémont, in California, 
during the year 1846, as appears by the muster 
rolls on filein the War Department, and for the 
subsistence and supplies consumed by said volun- 
teers in said service, $168,000 should be appropri- 
ated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated; and the Secretary of War was 
authorized and empowered to appoint three com- 
petent and disinterested officers of the Army to 
examine and report to Congress upon all such 
claims as may be presented for funds advanced 
and subsistence and supplies of all kinds furnished 
or taken for the use of said command, whilst thus 
engaged in the public service; and for the ex- | 
penses of said board of officers the sum of $2,000 
is appropriated. , 

I will state to the House that it appears Captain 
Frémont found himself in. California on the break- 
ing out of the war, under peculiar circumstances, 
being then at the head of an exploring expedition, 
and that he took his troops and certain volunteers, 
and engaged in the war. I need not remind this 
House of the services which he performed in be- | 
half of his country. He engaged, | say, the ser- 
vices of certain volunteers, and came under certain 
obligations to them. Congress passed an act | 
authorizing the Secretary of War to appoint three 
competent and disinterested officers of the Army 


to examine and report on all such claims as might |; 


be presented for funds advanced, and for subsist- 
ence and supplies of all kinds furnished or taken 
for the use of his command whilst thus engaged 
in the service of the country, and appropriated 
$168,000 for that purpose. These officers have | 
made the examination, and have reported. ‘This | 
authorizes the payment, but doesnot authorize the 
appropriation of any money, because it is to be 
paid out of the appropriation heretofore made by 
Congress. 

[Cries of “ That’s right! go on 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The committee of | 
conference propose to agree to the eighth amend- 
ment of the Senate to carry out certain Indian 
treaty stipulations, and for other purposes, It is 
a very long amendment. l can explain it instead 
of having it read, if the House desires it. 

(Cries of “ State it; that’s enough”) 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I can state to the 


yo 


this session of Congress with the Kansas and Ne= 
braska Indians, and conforms exactly with them. 
I must add, that there is an. additional. provision 
to this effect, appropriating some $4,000 or $5,000, 
Congress, in its various Indian treaty stipulations, 
has made reservations for the use of the Ind 
The Indians have sold those reservations t ` the 

whites. A very great number of muniments of 

title have accumulated in this way, which “are on 

file in the Indian department, amounting, as your 

committee ascertained, to bushels of papers: in 

separate slips. In being handled and searched in: 

the investigation, in regard to these muniments and 

the transfer of them, the papers are almost worn 

out. And the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

reports that it will be necessary to employ tempo- 

rarily, in addition to the regular force of his office, 

four clerks for the purpose of recording in a book 

and preserving these muniments of title. 

The amendment contains an appropriation of 
$5,600 for that purpose. Iam reminded by my 
colleague on the committee, [Mr. WALLEY;] of 
another item connected with this Indian appro- 
priation of $2,200. I cannot now turn to it; but: 
if the House desires it, I will have theamendments 
read over. The committee unanimously thought. 
that it was right. My colleague has just found it, 
and I will therefore read it. I see that 1 was mis- 
taken in the item. : 

For the payment of the expenses of the delegates of the 
Creek nation of Indians, now in this city, $1,099 55. 

These Creek Indians were invited on here in 
order to make a treaty arrangement with them, 
which has been done by the Senate. 

The Clerk then read the seventeenth amend- 
ment, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to receive and 
cause to be placed on the files of his Department, such ad- 
ditional muster rolls of the battalion of volunteers com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel J. C. Frémont, in Califor- 
nia, duly authenticated by the proper officers, as have not : 
heretofore been received and filed, aud to cause such cor- 
rections of the muster rolls to be made in regard to the 
periods of enlistment and terms of service and the omis- 
sion of names of the members of said battalion, as upon” 
satisfactory proofhe may deem right and proper, and as far 
as practicable to correspond with the pay rolis of Major P. 
B. Reading, paymaster of said battalion, with respect to 
the period of service, so that all who have served in the 
military service of the United States in California during 
the late war with Mexico, whether under command of 
naval or military officers, may be entitled to ali the benefits 
of all the acts of Congress providing for the enrollment of 
volunteers in the Mexican war, provided that no payment 
shall be made in consequence of this section beyond the 
sum heretolore appropriated. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will state to the 
House, that by virtue of an act heretofore passed 
by Congress, the volunteers who served in Cali- 
fornia, and whose rolls were in the War Office, 
were directed to be paid. It was supposed. at the 
time that all the rolls wére in the War Office; but 
it turned out, on examination, that part of those. 
volunteers were marines. The House will recol- 
lect that Commodore Stockton performed land 
service, and had his marines acting on land during 
the war. Portions of their rolls were therefore in 
the Navy Department, and this simply directs, 
under that law, a transfer of the rolls from the 
Navy to the War Department, without any ap- 
propriation additional to that heretofore made. 


The twentieth amendment is as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That in the event that the 
Secretary of War shall deem it inconsistent with the inter- 
ests of the military service to furnish a sufficient portion of 
the military buildings at Fort Leavenworth for the lise of 
the territorial government of Kansas, the sum of $25,000 
shall be, and in that contingency hereby is, appropriated 
for the erection of public buildings for the use of the Legis- 
lature of the Territory of Kansas, to be expended under the 
directions of the Governor of said Territory. 

The committee recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment ot the Senate. 

We have now come to the last amendment, 
which is as follows: 

Twenty-first amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the sums appropriated by 
the act of March 3, 1849, for the removal and subsistence of 
the Menomonees, and for the establishment of a manual 
labor school, &c., for them, and now remaining in the Treas- 
ury, together with the sums for pay of a miller heretofore 
appropriated, be paid to or expended for the benefit of said 
Menomonee Indians, according to the stipulations of said 
supplementary and amendatory articles. 

. There wasa treaty to that effect with the Indians. 
The money has been appropriated, but the De- 
partment doubt, under the phraseology of the act, 
its power to appropriate it, and the object of this 
amendment is simply to authorize that expendi- 
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ture to be made. .The money is now remaining | 
under a previous act, in the Treasury of the United | 
States. $ 

~ The question was taken on agreeing to the re- 
port of the committee of conference; and the report 
was agreed to. `. 


; [A message was here received from the Senate, |; 


by Asgury Dicxins, Esq., its Secretary, notifying 
the House that the Senate had agreed to the report 
ofthe committee. of conference on the disagreeing 
votes:of the. two. Houses on theamendments of the 
Senate to the Army. appropriation bilb.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 now ask that a vote be 

taken. on the amendment to the ocean mail steamer 
bill. 
¿> Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I rise toa 
-privileged motion. J wish to make a report from 
the committee of conference on the river and har- 
bor appropriation bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 have also a report to make 
froin the committee of conference on the naval ap- 
propriation bill. They have not been able to 
agree. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Well,atthislate hour 
of the session, and as 1 understand the gentleman 
from Missouri to say that his committee of con- | 
ference have not agreed, I yield him the floor to 
make his report. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. The committee of conference 
on the part of the Flouse on the disagreeing votes on 
the Navy appropriation bill, have instructed me to 
report that they have met the conferees on the 
part of the Senate, and that after full and free con- 
ference they have been unable to agree on a re- 

ort, 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman submit | 
@ proposition to the House? 

< Mr. PHELPS, At this late hour it is almost 

impossible for another committee of conference to 

meet a committee of conference on the part of the 

Senate, and agree upon a report, and have the bill 

enrolled and signed before the hour of adjourn- 

ment. I do not propose to indicate a harsh meas- 

ure, but perhaps it may be necessary to make a | 
motion to adhere. I do not make the motion, but 
I submit the matter to the House. 

Mr, PECKHAM., - Is there any very essential 
matter of difference between the two committees? 

Mr. PHELPS. We deem the difference essen- 
tial, and we think the House will so consider it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Whatis, substantially, the 
difference? 

Mr. PHELPS. It is in reference to the Navy 
reform amendment engrafted by the Senate upon 
the bill, That is the great question. 

The SPEAKER, What disposition shall be 
made of the disngreeing votes? 

Mr, HOUSTON, Thope the gentleman from 
Missouri will take the course of asking for another 
committee of conference. I dislike to legislate by 
moving to adhere at this stage of the proceeding. 
Let us first make another effort. 

Mr. HAVEN, I would suggest to my friend 
over the way that perhaps it would be better to 
wait five or ten minutes, that our action may be 
known a little elsewhere before we finally act upon 
the subject. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr, WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I wish to 
make a report from the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon 
the bill making appropriations for the repair, 
preservation, and completion of certain public 
works heretofore commenced under the authority | 
of law, 

The Senate recede from their second amend- 
ment, whieh is, to insert the words “ including 
the amount expended prior to Avgust 30, 1852,” 
aner the word “ harbor,” in the following clause: l 

For continuing th 2 ck`at He 
and Diamond Reet, New Wore habar $20,000. ce 

The House recede from their disagreement to 
the third, fourth, fifth, and seventh amendments 
of the Senate, and concur therein. 

P The third amendment is to insert, after the clause 
‘for continuing the reopening of a communica- 
tion between the Albemarle Sound, in North Car- | 
olina, and the Atlantic ocean, $50,000,” the fol- | 

lowing: poe ee 


“En addition to the sum of 


$50,000 a i 
Af August-30, 1852, which s i ppropriated by the act 


um is hereby Teappropriated for 


i which the committee recommend the House to re- 


| Secretary of War shall invite proposals for any works, or 


a breakwater, or such other works as the Secretary of War 
may deem best adapted to accomplish that object. 

The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from its disagreement to that amendment. 


The fourth amendment, from a disagreement to 


cede, is as follows: 7 ; 

Page twelve, afier line five, insert as follows: 

For the improvement of the Brazos river, in the State of 
Texas, $44,000. : 

The fifth amendment, from a disagreement to 
which the committee recommend the House to 
recede, is, to insert the words ‘‘ and Passaic river 
below the town of Newark, and of Newark bay,” 
in the clause making an appropriation for the 
harbor at Newark, so tt it shall read: 

For continuing the improvement of the harbor at Newark, 
and Passaic river below the town of Newark and of New- 
ark bay, New Jersey, $25,000. 

The seventh amendment, from their disagree- 
ment from which the committee recommend the 
House to recede, is the following: 


Strike ont all after the word “ bidders” in the following 
section: 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, whenever the 


for any material or Jabor for any works, there shall be sep- 
arate proposals and separate contracts for each work, and 
also for each class of material or labor for each work ; and 
he shall report to Congress at its next session all the bids, 
with the names of the bidders: And provided, That all per- 
sons entrusted with the disbursement of the funds appro- 
priated for the works named in this act, shall be required 
to give bond aud ample security for the faithful application 
of the same. 

Next, the committee recommend that the House | 
recede from its disagreement to the first amend-. 
ment of the Senate, and agree thereto, with an 
amendment. T 

The first amendment of the Senate was fo in- 
sert “ $100,000,” after the word ‘* rivet” in the 
following clause, and strike out all that follows: 

For continuing the improvement of the Des Moines 
rapids, in the Mississippi river, $18,000 ; 

—so as to make the appropriation $100,000. . 

The amendment which the committee recom- 
mend, is to strike out ** $100,000,” and insert in 
lieu thereof ‘*$70,000,” so as to make it read 
¢ $70,000,” instead of <* $100,000.” 

The committee also recommend that the House 
recede from its disagreement to the sixth amend- 
ment of the Senate, and agree thereto with an 
amendment. i 


The sixth amendment of the Senate is this: 

For the surveys of the harbors of San Pedro, Santa 
Barbara, Monterey, San Francisco, Humboldt, and Trin- 
ity, in the State of California, and the rivers Sacramento, 
San Joaquin, and Colorado ; and the harbor of Appalachi- 
cola, Florida, $50,000, | 

For a survey for a breakwater at Grace’s Point, Block | 
Island, $5,000, 

The committee recommend that the House con- 
cur therein after striking out “ fifty,” and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof the word ** forty;” thus saving 
$10,000. And also striking off the last clause for | 
the breakwater; no State being mentioned, and 
not an individual upon the committee knowing 
where it was. [Laughter.] 

The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from its disagreement to the eighth amend- 
ment of the Senate with an amendment. 

That amendment authorizes the Secretary of 
‘War to contract for the purchase of a small island 
near the mouth of Mobile harbor, and that he 
shall report such contract for the approval of 
Congress. Thecommittee have reported in favor 
of adding the words ‘* or rejection;’? so that the | 
contract shall be reported for the approval or re- 
jection of Congress. 

These are the recommendations made by the 
committee of conference. We have cut down the 
amounts reported by the Senate about $50,000; 
and as I suppose the House hasno time to spare, | 
I move the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I hope the gentleman from Illinois 
will allow me to make one or two remarks. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I withdraw the de- | 
mand, 

Mr. ORR. I desire to say, as one of the con- 
ferees who subscribed to that report, that, taking | 
the general policy of the bill as a criterion, | 
thought the recommendations of the committee 
were just, and that they should be adopted if the 
bill were to pass. It is well known that I am 
opposed to the bill itself, I believe the whole Sys- 
tem to be pernicious, but I have no idea the bill | 


will ever become a law, 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. Will the gen- 
tleman from Illinois yield me the floor for a mo- 
ment before he calls the previous question? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I yield to my col- 
league upon the committee, certainly. 

Mr. PERKINS. I desire to say that. I have 
found it impossible for me to agree to the report 
made by my colleagues on the committee of con- 
ference upon this bill. I fully concur, however, 
in the recommendation that the House recede 
from the provision requiring bond and security of 
the military men who have charge of these im- 
provements, 

I also concur in the recommendation that this 
House assent to the amendment of the Senate re- . 
quiring the Secretary of War to inquire and report 
as to the purchase of—not an island, as the gen- 
tleman has stated—but of what is known as 
Grant’s Pass, between Mobile and New Orleans. 
Any contract for this purchase to be communicated 
to Congress, and to be subject to its approval or 
rejection. I desire also to say, with reference to 
the island from its appropriation to which the 
Senate has receded, that it is true,as the gentleman 
from Ilinois has stated, that no one of. either the 
Senate or House committee knew of the existence 
of such a place. I now move 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I yielded the floor for 
the gentleman to make an explanation—but not to 
make a motion. 

Mr. PERKINS. I had intended to make a 
motion in reference to this bill; but if the gentle- 
man declines to yield the floor for that purpose, I 
will not. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I understand there are 
some other matters pending which require imme- 
diate action; and I therefore move the previous 
question upon the adoption of the report, in order 
to dispose of it as soon as possible. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. That is precisely 
what I wish to do; and as the quickest way of 
disposing of it, I move to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. PERKINS. I only wish to say that the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia is the one 
I proposed to have made when I was upon the 
floor; I am glad the gentleman has made it. 

Mr. LETCHER. Did my colleague move to 
lay the report upon the table? 

Mr. BAYLY. I did, and that will carry the 
bill with it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ishould like the gentleman 
to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. BAYLY. I want to take up the bill to 
carry out the reciprocity treaty, and if we get to 
voting on this, we cannot take that important 
measure up this session. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS. J ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit a motion that another 
committee of conference be appointed on the Navy 
appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. A committee of conference 
will be appointed, unless objection be made. 

Mr. ROWE. _I object. i! 

The question was taken on Mr. BayLy’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 68, 
nays 96; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, 

David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, 
Belcher, Bocock, Breckinridge, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, Jobn M. Eliott, Faulkner, Fuller, Gam- 
ble, Goode, Grow, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W, Harris, 
Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Letcher, Lilly, McMullin, MeNair, McQueen, May, Mill- 
son, Morrison, Orr, Packer, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, 
Powell, Pratt, Reese, Ruffin, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 


Alexander H. Stephens, Stratton, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, 
and Walsh—68. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bell, Bennett, Ben- 
son, Bliss, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chand- 
ler, Churchwell, Clarke, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, 
Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Dunbar, Eastman, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Etot, Ellison, BEng- 
lish, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence,. Goodrich, Green, 
Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Kerr, Knox, Lindsley, McCul-- 
loch, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, John G. Milter, 
Smith Miller, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, 
Preston, Pringle, Ready, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Simmons, Gerrit 
Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor 
L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walley, 
Elihu B. Washburne, Israel. Washburn, Wells, John 
Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, and 
Zollicoffer—96. 
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So the House refused to lay the report upon the 
table. 

Pending the above vote, the following proceed- 
ings took place: i 

Mr. CHANDLER. Iwas absent ‘when my 
name was called, attending a committee of confer- 
ence, and ask to have my vote recorded. 

[Cries of ** Object!?’] . 

Mr. HONT. Under the order of the House, 
the gentleman was attending to his duties, and he 
was constructively present. I move that he be 
allowed to vote. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to vote, 

Mr. CHANDLER then voted. 

Mr. CRAIGE. [ was absent when my name 
was called, and, as others have been allowed to 
vote who were also out of the Hall when they 
were called, ask that I may have my vote re- 
corded. 

[Cries of ‘$ Object!?7] 

Mr. MAXWELL stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Bau, of Ohio. 

Mr. AIKEN stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Harrison, of Ohio. 

[Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, noti- 
fying the House that that body insisted on its 
amendments to the Navy appropriation bill; and 
asked for another committee of conference.] 


(Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined, and found 
correctly enrolled, bills of the following titles; 
which received the signature of the Speaker: 

A bill to change the name of the American-built 
brig Glamorgan, to that of Wizard; 
` An act for the relief of J. C. Buckles, of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky; 

_An act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855; 

An act for the relief of Patrick Gass; 

An act for the relief of Thomas C. Green; and 

An act for the relief of Jacob Baker, of San- 
dusky city, Ohio.] 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question was ordered to be put; being 
upon agreeing to the report of the committee of 
conference. 

The question wastaken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 


| 
So the report of the committee was agreed to. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the report of the 
committee of conference was agreed to, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House insist 
upon its disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate to the naval appropriation bill, and that 
another committee of conference be appointed. I 
know that theSenate haveappointed another com- 
mittee of conference. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER thereupon appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as members of said committee: 
Messrs. PueLrs, Benson, and Rowe, to meet a 
like committee on the partof the Senate. 


MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HOUSTON. | desire now to take up the 


ocean mail steamer bill, disagree to the amend- 
ment of the Senate, and let the bill be returned to 
the Senate. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Trisetoa privileged 
question. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the reciprocity bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
I say to the House frankly that my object in 
moving a reconsideration of that vote is to get the 
bill before the House, in order to put it upon its 
passage. If the motion to reconsider is agreed 
to, | shall call the previous question; and if the 
House will sustain it, we can pass the bill in two 
minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayxy,] the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, {Mr. Housrown,| and the 
House, that the motion to reconsider be entered, 
and that it be taken up so soon as this appropria- 
tion bill is disposed of? 

Assent was expressed. 


The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman’s mo- 
tion will be entered, and will be called up so soon 
as this bill is disposed of. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment has been 
already read to the House, as I understand. I 
move that it be non-concurred in. 

Mr. PRINGLE. Is that the Collins mail 
steamer bill, f 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itis. : 

Mr. PRINGLE. Then f move that the’Sen- 
ate amendment to the bill be agreed to. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that the amendment 
be laid upon the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I simply desire to inquire what 
disposition the gentlemen on the other side pro- 
pose to make of the bill? Let us know it over 
here. 


of disagreement from the House, and let it go to 
the Senate. 

Mr. HAVEN. 
will be agreed to. 
| The question was taken; and the amendment of 
the Senate was non-concurred in, 


THE RECIPROCITY TREATY BILL. 


The SPEAKER. The question now is on re- 
| considering the vote by which the reciprocity bill 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The question was taken; and the motion to re- 
consider was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to refer 


I hope, then, that proposition 


state of the Union; and being put, it was disa- 
greed to. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I now move that the 
bill be put uponits passage; and upon that motion 
I call for the previous question. 

Mr. FULLER. I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia to withdraw his call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. BAYLY. If there were an hour more of 
the session { would willingly do it. 

The SPEAKER. There is no time to make 
speeches, and the Chair must interpose to prevent 
that waste of time. If the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia declines to withdraw his call for the previous 
| question, he will say so. 

Mr. BAYLY. I do decline to withdraw it. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put—being upon 
ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
| time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let us have the 
bill read. It has not been printed yet, and we are 
anxious to hear its contents. 

Mr. BAYLY. If gentlemen will listen to the 
i bill, they will find that it does nothing but carry 
out the terms of the treaty. 

TheSPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The bill was read in extenso. 


| It authorizes the President of the United States, 
| whenever he shall have sufficient evidence that the 


| Provincial Parliaments of Canada, New Bruns- 
! wick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward’s Island, 
|i shall have passed laws to give full effect to the 
| provisions of the treaty between the United States 


| the articles enumerated in the treaty, being the 
growth and produce of Canada, New Brunswick, 


| be introduced into the United States free of duty 


: of Canada on the conditions mentioned in the 


| ditions of said treaty. 
The second section of the bill provides that, 
whenever the Province of New Foundland shall 


and whenever the Legislature thereof, and the 


necessary laws for that purpose, the said enumer- 
ated articles may be introduced, free of duty, into 
the United States from said Province. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, i demand the 
| yeas and nays upon the engrossment of the bill. 
|” The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


Mr. HOUSTON. My object is to get a vote į 


the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


| Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, and the | 


| Mr. FULLER. Will i 


i -be in order to move 
to lay the bill upon the table? `` y 


The SPEAKER. It will. i . 
Mr. FULLER. Then I make that motion. ` 
The motion was not agreed to. DA 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. sd Ae 

Mr. HAVEN. I move the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. S con 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. : 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. ` I demand'the 
yeas and nays upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 
seyen voting in favor thereof. 

he question was then taken; and the bill was 
passed. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, and also . 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. OLDS. I rise to a privileged question. 
The committee of conference upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses upon the amendments of 
the Senate to the Post. Office appropriation ‘bill, 
have agreed in their recommendations in reference 
to all the amendments of the Senate, save one, and 
upon that they have beenunabletoagree. I wish 
to state the circumstances, and the House can take 
such action as it may see fit. They have agreed 
to recommend that the House shall recede from 
its disagreement to the amendment making an 
| appropriation of $10,000 for the mail service for 
Key West, and the Senate recedes from all its 
other amendments disagreed to by the House, 
with the exception of that providing for paying 
the clerks of the city post office of this city extra 
compensation, The amendment would pay each 
of the clerks in the city post office about $250 
extra. It is in this form: one mill per pound is to 
be paid to the postmaster of the city ypon all the 
mail matter which goes out of the office, for the 
purpose of paying the clerks that amount of extra 
compensation, 

The Senate committee unanimously insist upon 
retaining that amendment. Two of the House 
committee were opposed to the House receding 
from its disagreement, and one in favor of receding. 

The principle involved is this: The city post 
office of Washington city is under precisely the 
same organization as the post office in the city of 
New York, Baltimore, or any other city in the 
United States. We held that it would be very 
proper to pass a bill placing it in the power of the 
Postmaster General to pay the postmasters of the 
distributing offices such a sum as would enable 
them to pay their clerks a, reasonable compensa- 
| tion for their services; but that, if we begin to 
| legislate for the clerks and employees in the dep- 
uty post offices, there would be no end to the ap- 
plications for extra compensation. Why, sir, I 
| have already had more than twenty letters from 


| and Great Britain, signed 15th June, 1854, to issue |; 
a proclamation declaring that he has such evidence, | 
and thereupon, from the date of his proclamation, | 


Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward’s Island, shall ;i 


| so long as said treaty remains in force, subject, : 
however, to be suspended in relation to the trade :| 


i fourth article of said treaty, and all other con- | 


give its consent to the terms of the said treaty, : 


Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, pass the | 


the city of New York, praying that an amount 
may be placed at the disposal of the deputy post- 
master there, to enable him to increase the pay of 
his employees. It seems to me that, by concur- 
ring in this amendment, we are opening the door 
to a class of legislation of which we shall not soon 
see the end. I hope,-therefore, the House will 
not recede from its disagreement to this amend- 
ment. It is true, that if they do not recede, the 
| appropriation bill may be lost. I have stated the 
i facts to the House, and I leave them to take their 
i| own course. I have no motion to make. 
‘| Mr, CHANDLER. I hope the gentleman 
from Ohio will move that the House recede from 
| its disagreement. 
| Mr. OLDS. I have no motion to make. 
Mr. BOCOCK. I move that the House agree 
i| to the report of the committee of conference, 30 
|| far as they have been able to agree. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair receive that 
motion? $ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to inquire. 
| of the gentleman from Ohio if he has submitted a 
| written report? 
| Mr. OLDS. No,sir. I have stated the facts, 
‘ito the House as they occurred. I have no. 
i| authority from the committee of conference ta 
li make any motion. 
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- "EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 

*"Mr. HOUSTON.. I hope the House will ad- 
here to its disagreement to. that amendment, I am 
requested by one member of the Enrolling Com- 
mittee of this House, who is well acquainted with 
the state of the business before us, to state that it 
is utterly impossible to get through with all the 
bills ‘before twelve o’clock to-day, 1 ‘have also 
spoken with two Senators who are upon-the En- 
rolling Committee in the Senate, and they state 
that the Enrolling Committee cannot examine prop- 
erly all the bills by that time, even if the Houses 
can pass them. : I therefore hope the House will 
agree to take up the resolution of the Senate and 
pass it, or that they will accede to some prop- 
osition by which the session may be extended at 
least a few hours. « 

[Oriek of “No!” “ Not?) 

‘Mr. HOUSTON. Very well. The House can 
do asthey please. I thought it my duty to say 
that I. have seen Senator Bensamin, who is on the 
Enrolling Committee in the Senate, and that I 
have seen Judge Cray, who is also a member of 
that committee in the Senate, and both of them 
assure me that the enrolled bills cannot be properly 
examined; and one member of the House com- 
mittee has told me the same thing. Mr. Brnya- 
mın thought that we might be able to do it by four 
or five o’clock. The others thought that we 
could not do it even in a much longer time. 

Mr. COBB. Will you state that the gentleman 
from Ohio {Mr. Green] thought last night that it 
could be done within the time which we have 
fixed for the adjournment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Heis ofa different opinion 
now, since the bills have been so much delayed 
by failures of committees of conference to agree, 
and the recess this morning of four hours. l 
have felt it to be my duty to state these facts to 
the House, and to Tet it take whatever action it 
might choose. I move to take up the resolution 
from the Senate extending the session. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
Flouse that the resolution be taken up? 

Mr. WALSE. 1 object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to suspend the rules 
for that purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would inquire of the 
gentleman whether he would agree to such a mod- 
ification of the resolution as would extend the 
session until three o’clock this afternoon? I make 
the inquiry, because I know that a great many 
members have made their arrangements to leave 
the city by the five o’clock train this afternoon, 
and. who will go. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 will answer the gentleman 
by saying that l shall take the best which I can 
get. T shall take nightfall, if E cannot get better; 
but I would. much rather prefer an extension un- 
til to-morrow morning. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Does the gentleman pro- 
pose to modify the resolution, so that the exten- 
sion shall be to three o’clock ? 

The SPEAKER, Discussion is not in order. 

, Mr. CAMPBELL. I demand the yeas and 
yeas. 

Mr. HUNT. There appears to be an under- 
standing among members that until four o’clock 
will be time enough for the transaction of theneces- 
sary business, n 

Cries of Order !? all over the Hall.] 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will propose this modifi- 
cation—— 

Mr. WALSH. The question is not debat- 
able, and I call the gentleman to order. 

[Loud cries of “* Order !”’ and ‘* Hear him!”’] 

{Great confusion prevailed in the Hall, a dozen 
members addressing the Chair at the same time.] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The chairman pro- 
poses an extension of the session until nightfall, 
and gentlemen can vote on that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
the session until six o’clock this evening. 

{Loud shouts of + Order !”’] 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Ala- 
bama is not in order, - 

Mr. MORGAN, Ihave to say 

[Renewed cries of “ Order!” 

The SPEAKER. All debate is out of order. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. A member ob- 
jecting should rise in his seat. 

, ane SPEAKER. The gentleman is out of 
order. 


I propose an extension of | 


= 


:Mr: STUART. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Warsa] objects to everything without 
rising. linsist that when he objects he shall rise 
in his seat, ; ; 

{Vociferous cries of “Order I”? from all parts of 
the Hail.] i . i : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is out of 
order, and will resume his seat; and the Chair now 
gives notice, that if similar disorder is witnessed 
upon this floor again, he willtake the responsibility 
of ordering the Sergeant-at-Arms to take the 
offending member into his possession, and turn 
him over to the House, to. be dealt with as the 
House shall direct. 

{Cries of “ Good!” ‘* Good!” from all parts 
of the Fall.} 

Mr. KEITT. I rise to ask the Chair whether 
it is proposed that we shall proceed with business 
until four o’clock ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
proposition before the body as he understands it. 
The gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Houston] 
moves to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
taking up the resolution of the Senate, and ex- 
tending the time of the adjournment until Monday. 
Since that time the gentleman from Alabama, 
amid great confusion, has been talking about four 
o’clock. What the proposition now is, the Chair 
is unable to inform the gentleman. 

Mr. GROW. {I desire to ask a question. 

The SPEAKER. Has the gentleman a motion 
to make? A 

Mr. GROW. I hope the House, by unani- 
mous consent, will accept the proposition of the 
gentleman from Alabama to fix the hour of ad- 
journment at four o’clock. 

[Cries of ‘ Order !’’] 

‘The question was then taken on Mr, Houston’s 


follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James ©. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Bell, Bocock, Breck- 
inridge, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Chamberlain, Chrisman, Churehwell, Clark, Clingman, 
Cobb, Cook, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Jobu 
G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, 
Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, Thomas 
D. Eliot, Kverhart, Farley, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, 
Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, Greenwood, 
Grow, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hen- 
dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hill, Houston, Howe, Hunt, Inger- 
soll, Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, 
Letcher, Lindsley, Macdonald, McDougall, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, May, John G. Miller, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Morrison, Noble, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, John Perkins, Phillips, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, 
Ready, Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Sage, Seward, Shanuon, Shaw, Shower, 
Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, William Smith, William 
R. Smith, George Ww. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, Stranb, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Na- 
thaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Walker, Walley, BHi- 
hu B. Washbarne, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Westbrook, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—130. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Brooks, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Chastain, Corwin, Ellison, English, An- 
drew J. Harlan, McCulloch, McNair, Matteson, Maurice, 
Morgan, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, 
Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Powell, Sabin, Sapp, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, John 
J. ‘Taylor, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Israel 
Washburn, and Wheeler—37. 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended, and the joint resolution was taken 
up and read, as follows: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That the time fixed by the resolution of the Ist July for the 
adjournment of the present session of Congress be, and the 
same is hereby, extended to Monday next, the 7th instant, 
at twelve o’clock, m, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to amend that res- 
olution by striking out the words ‘* Monday next, 
the 7th instant, at twelve o’clock, m.,” and in- 
serting in lieu thereof, “ Saturday, the 5th August, 
at eight o’clock, a. m.; and that the two Houses 


ment.” 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Ihave a proposition which 
Task the gentleman from Alabama to accept in 
lieu of that offered by him. It extends the time 
to Monday morning, and provides that no ques- 
tion other than a motion to adjourn shall be put to 
either House after four O'clock to-day. I ask to 
have my proposition read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to the 


amendment of the gentleman from Ohio being of- 
fered. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 


motion; and there were—yeas 130, nays 37; as 


adjourn at four o’clock, p. m., this day, to meet at | 
twenty minutes before the hour of final adjourn- | 


Insert Monday, August .7, at eight o'clock, avin. : Pro- 
vided, That no motion other than one to adjourn shall be 
taken by either House after the hour of four o’elock, p. m., 
this day. : 

Several Mempers. That is right. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [ask the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was taken on Mr. CAMPBELL’S 
amendment; and it was adopted. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
last taken, and also to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL-—AGAIN. 


Mr. CHANDLER. As one of the managers 
on the part of the House, to whom was referred 
the disagreeing vote on the Post Offiee bill, I ask 
permission of the House to makea statement, not 
contradictory, but in adhesion to that made by the 
chairman of the committee, [Mr. O_ps.] The 
proposition entertained and considered by the com- 
mittee can have no bearing upon any other post 
office in the country, as the circumstances upon 
which the augmented income of these clerks is 
founded do not exist in any other office. I feel 
confident that the committee of the Senate will not 
change their decision. They have given up, as 
we have given up. But the amendment of the 
Senate looks to an increased compensation, and to 
a continuance of it. It would be a concession 
upon the part of the committee of the Senate to 
limit that increased compensation to one year; and 
I ask the House to consent to instruct their com- 
rnittee to yield that point, and that the committee 
recommend the bill to the House with that amend- 
ment, 

Mr. OLDS. I have no objection to the motion 
being made that the House instruct their com- 
mittee in any way they please. My opinion is, 
that the House will have to take some further 
action, or the whole bill will fail. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I make the motion that 
the House instruct its committee to concur in the 
amendment of the Senate, with this amendment, 
that the provision shall extend only for one year. 
Let it stand for that time; and before then we can 
make some permanent provision regulating the 
pay of these employees. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Ohio to report that the Senate 
agree to recede from sundry amendments, and 
that the joint committee are unable to agree upon 
others. 

Mr. CHANDLER, There is only one upon 
which they disagree. 

Mr.OLDS. My statement was, that the House 
recedes from its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate making an appropriation for the 
mail service at Key West, and that the Senate 
recedes from its amendment providing extra com- 
pensation for a clerk in the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and from its amendment giving the franking 
privilege to ex-Vice Presidents of the United 
States. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest, 
then, that the better plan would be to make the 
motion that the House agree to the report of the 
committee of conference, so far as they have been 
able to agree. : 

Mr. McMULLIN. ft is utterly impossible 
for the House to understand the subject-matter of 
disagreement between the two Houses, unless the 
chairman of the committee of conference present 
his report in writing, or explain it more fully 
than he has yet done. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicxins, their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate have agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference to the bill of 
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the House making appropriations for the naval . 


service for the year ending June 30,1855.) 

Mr. OLDS. The difficulty in doing that is 
that the committee hawe not agreed upon any form 
in which to report. ; 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. I think the 
House understands the matter, and I hope they 
will dispose of it in some way, without further 
delay. 

Mr. OLDS. I will state once more, and en- 
deavor to make myself understood. The first 


amendment about which the two Tlouses differed, 


1854. | 


®» 
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was that making an appropriation for the mail 
service between Charleston and Key West. The 
House recede from its disagreement to that amend- 
ment; and it therefore stands as a part of the bill. 

There is another amendment providing for the 
payment of extra compensation to a clerk in the 

ost Office Department for the alleged perform- 
ance of double service. ‘The committee recom- 
mend that the Senate recede from that, and that it 
do not stand as a part of the bill. 

Another amendment proposes to extend the 
franking privilege to the present surviving ex-Vice 
Presidents, and to all future ex- Vice Presidents of 
the United States. The committee recommend 
that the Senate recede from that, and that it do 
not stand as a part of the bill. 

The only other amendment about which the 
two Houses differed was that imposing a tax of 
one mill per gound upon all the documents leaving 
the post office of this city, the proceeds of which 
are to be applied to the payment of an extra com- 
pensation to the clerks in the city post office of 
$250 per annum. On this amendment the com- 
mittee cannot agree. They agree on all the points 
but this one, and the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia now proposes that the House shall instruct 
the managers of the conference, on its part, to con- 
cur in the amendment with an amendment, pro- 
viding that the appropriation shall be for one year 
only. 

Mr. CHANDLER. May l be allowed to 
state that the reason for this addition to these 
clerks is the extraordinary labor whichis imposed 


onthem? They have the lowest existing salaries, } 


They receive from $700 to $800 per'annum, and 

have to work from twelve to eighteen hours per 
ay. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Does the gentleman state 

that the clerks in the city post office only receive 

$700 or $800 per annum? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The class of clerks of 
which we are talking do not receive any more. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman be 
kind enough to inform the House what additional 
compensation is proposed ? 

r. CHANDLER. Two hundred and $250. 
Not beyond that, whatever may be the tax. Since 
there has been a disagreement, I propose to limit 
the operation of the amendment to one year, 

The SPEAKER. The object of the gentleman 
is to have the Fouse recede from a particular 
amendment. Will he state it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. My object is to have the 
House instruct its committee to agree with the 
Senate in its second amendment, with an amend- 
ment that its provisions shall not extend beyond 
one year. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. {understand that 
the committee of conference have agreed on aset- 
tlement of three or four of the disagreeing votes 
between the two Houses. I propose that the 
question be put whether the House will agree to 
what the committee of conference has agreed to, 
leaving this solitary point in reference to these 
elerks undecided. Then the House can act on 
that one. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that the committee of conference agreed to 
any report at all. It was understood that they 
had agreed as to part of theamendments, and that 
there was a parton which they coald notagree. 
They,have reported disagreement to the House. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania is putting his proposition in writing, and 
while he is doing so, I will say a few words. 
There is an amendment on which the committee 
of conference cannot come to a conclusion. Itis 
the amendment which provides for extra compen- 
sation to the clerks in the city post office of this 
city. The gentleman from Ohio says that, by the 
passage of this amendment, we shall open the 
door for similar legislation in regard to all the 
other cities of the Union. It is different in the 
post office here from what it is in any other city. 


‘The one here is the great place where all the , 


lumber and stuff which is sent by members of 
Congress and the Departments bas to be assorted, 
and each given its proper direction, 

Mr. BOCGCK. I was a member of the com- 
mittee of conference, and feel happy that, for once 
in my life, L stand on the side of economy against 
my friend from Tennessee, The argument which 
be now submits was submitted in the committee 
by latitudinarian friends. it was urged in the 


| year each to themselves. 


committee, and is now urged by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, that great labor—some called it 
extra work—is done in the city post office. Well, 
i would like to know, if that be so, whether they 
do not allow a number of clerks proportionate to 
the business; and does it make any difference with 
the clerks, provided that there are sufficient to do 
it, whether that business consists in sending free 
matter, or matter that pays? 

Mr. JONES. Ido not know that [ am very 
well posted as to how these clerks are paid; but 
my impression is, that the postmaster is allowed 
certain commissions and allowances, and that he 
employs clerks, and pays them out of those com- 
missions and allowances. What is left is his 
compensation for keeping the office. Upon all 
the matter sent from this city by the Congress of 
the United States, or its members, and by the 
Departments, there is no commission paid, be- 
cause there is no postage received here; and the 
commission is much less here, I take it, than at 
any other place in the Union. Unlike some mail 
matter, the postmaster cannot give the same com- 
pensation out of commissions upon it that post- 
masters can give at other places. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move to instruct the 
House conferees to concur in the second amend- 
ment of the Senate, with the following proviso: 


Provided, That the operation of this clause shall not ex- 
tend beyond one year from the passage of this act. 


Mr. OLDS. The gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Jones] is mistaken as to the amount of 
compensation given to the postmaster of this city. 
By a law of the United States, you give to the 
postmaster of this city and the postmaster in 
New Orleans, $800 each extra compensation, ; 
which is not given toany other postmaster in the | 
United States, for the reason that in these cities, 
and more especially in this, they have extra 
duties to perform. 

One word further. Their whole compensation | 
is a commission, with the exception of this $800; ! 
and you require all postmasters in the United | 
States, where their commissions amount to more | 
than $2,000, to retarn the surplus to the revenues | 
of the Post Office Department, after paying their | 
clerk hire and office rent. Out of his commission, | 
and out of this $800, the postmaster of this city | 
pays his clerks. L hold that, under the law passed | 
by this Congress, giving the Postmaster General 
the power to pay extra compensation to post- 
masters of distributing offices adequate to the labor 
performed at these offices, the Postmaster General 
now has the power to give extra compensation to |: 
the postmaster of this city sufficient to meet the 
salaries and labor of the clerks employed by him. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. As | understand 
this question, the postmasters of this city end 
New Orleans are allowed a commission, and also 
$800 extra compensation. This being the only 
fund for the compensation of his clerks, the post- 
master of this city finds, as he has need of many 
clerks, on account of the franking privilege, that || 
he is not able to allow them a living compensation. 
How is this living compensation to be supplied? 
Only in this way: for Congress to appropriate a | 
certain sum to put their compensation on sucha) 


footing as will allow them to live. a 

Now, the gentleman appears to think that there i 
is a provision in the law already passed by which |, 
this thing can be done. I think he is mistaken |; 
about that. But, at any rate, therecan be no dif- 
ficulty in the matter. If they are paid by means 
of this appropriation, they will not be paid under 
any other law. Now, I say here, as the gentle- 


man from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] says, that there | 
are no such drudges in all the country as these | 
poor devils of clerks in the city post office; and | 
ye they receive hardly enough pay to enable them | 
to live. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I was correct in | 
my position that the postmaster here, as at other | 
places, had to pay his clerks, and to get his own || 
compensation out of the commission allowed to | 
him by law. 
from Ohio [Mr. Oxps] refers—about the §800— 
passed Congress some years ago, on the ground, 
or on the assigned reason, that they could not out |: 
of the commission and perquisites here, and at New 
Orleans, pay their clerks, and then have $2,000 a 


The law to which the gentleman | 


THE OCEAN MAIL STEAMER BILL. 
Mr, HOUSTON. Will the gentleman from 


! mails through the 
| Where, sir, does t 


| Congress and to the Departments. 


; be a bad precedent. 


i escaped my notice. 


Tennessee yield’ the floor, that 1. may ask: for-the 
appointment of a committee. of conference ?: = 
Mr. JONES. Certainly. © 35 ues 
Mr. HOUSTON. T desire, Mr. Speaker, to 
take up the amendment of the Senate to the mail 
steamer bill, and ask the House to:insist upon ‘its 
disagreeing vote to the Senate’s amendment; and 
to appoint a committee of conference to confer:with 


“the committee of the Senate. : ; 


There being no objection, the committee:of con- 
ference was appointed; and the following gentle- 
men were named the committee on the part of the 
House: Messrs. Houston, Morgan, and Fow- 
ELL. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxis, Esq., its Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the amend- 
ment of the Flouse to the joint resolution extending 
the time of adjournment of the present session of 
Congress. 

Also, that the Senate had passed the bill to carry 
into effect the provisions of the reciprocity treaty 
between the Ernited States and Great Britain, 
signed 15th June, 1854. 

Also, that the Senate 
vate character. - 


ENROLLED BILLS.” 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills, which thereupon received the signature of 
the Speaker: i 

A bill for the relief of Rosalie Caxillo; 

A bill declaring the southern boundary of New 
Mexico; and ` 

A bill to repeal the first proviso of the fourth 
section of the actentitled ‘* An act granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,” approved September 28, 1850. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL-—AGAIN,. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (resuming.) 1 might, 
sir, perhans, distrust the correctness of my position 
in this respect; but J differ with my: friend from 
Virginia [Mr. Bococs] when [hold that economy 
is not the largest price paid either for service, or 
property, or articles bought. Now, sir, I refer to 
the argument made here some few days ago by 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Oxns,] in whic 
he told the House that there were some three 
million tons of free matter annually carried by the 
post office of the country. 

at matter start from; and 
where does that which comes from the other di- 
rection find its destination? One and a half mil- 
lions of tons start from this point, and more than 
another million is returned here to members of 
The whole of 
it has to pass through the hands of the clerks—or 
laborers, more properly called—in the city post 


had passed a bill of a pri- 


| office; for they perform little or no clerical ser- 


vices, if I understand their duties. it is labor, . 
labor, in handling those documents and assorting 
them, and giving them their proper direction; and 
then, when returns come to this city, in sorting and 


:| giving them their proper direction. 


Now, sir, when a proposition is made to increase 


`| the pay of clerks who age really so—clerks who 
| get up in the morning at their leisure, take their 


coffee, and get to their offices at the reasonable 
hour of nine o’clock, and retire at three—when a 
proposition is made to increase their compensation 
from a thousand, sixteen hundred, two thousand, 


and twenty-two hundred dollars, the advocates of 


it are thick and plenty allover the Hall. But, sir, 
when itis proposed to increase the pay of these 
men who have tobe up by turns, I suppose, almost 
every night—all night, the chairman of the Com- 


| mittee on the Post Office near me says—who have 
| to be there all day, opening, sorting, and deliver- 


ing mails, some of them the entire twenty-four 


i hours, it is opposed, upon the ground that it will 


When, I ask, was the gen- 


; leman from Ohio [Mr. Oups] ever found beforete 
oppose the increase of the compensation of the: 
| officers in this city? 


If he has ever been, it has 
„I was surprised to find him 
opposed to itupon this occasion. [want the com- 


‘| mittee to be instructed so to amend the provision 
| as that the other officers in the post office, who 


are now getting higher salaries, shall not be in- 
cluded in the provision. 
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. Anceonélusion, permit me to say, that E do not 
khow a single individual-in the city. post office, 
except. the postmaster himself, and that no one 
from that-office-has ever said a word`to me upon 
‘the subject. of their compensation. ae ‘ 


: ¿Mre GREEN WOOD. -1 wish to ask the gen- | 


tleman one question. Fle has said that thisis the 
first time that the chairman of the Committee. on 
the: Post Office and Post Roads was. ever found 
“#ppdied to the increase of the compensation of 
clerks. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee if it is not the first time he has advocated it? 

-Mr. JONES.. I say it is not. Whenever. I 
find a case where the compensation is not suf- 
ficient, I am willing'to. vote to increase it liberally. 
Eknow there are many clerks now in this city 
whose services are better worth $5,000 a year to 
this-Governiment than those of others in the same 
Department. are worth $500. 

“Sir, the people of this country are distracted at 
times'about political questions, and political aspi- 
rants, as to who shall fill the White House at 
the other end of the avenue, who shall fill the 
Heads of Departments, or who shall have seats 
upon this floor; but, sir, my experience has 
brought me to this conclusion, that this Govern- 
ment is practically administered by the clerks in 
the Departments of this city. 1 demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Task the gentleman from 
Tennessee. to withdraw the demand for the pre- 
svious question for a few minutes? 

[Cries of © Nol? « No!” 

Mr. JONES. The floor was yielded to me by 
the gentlemen. from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanp- 
LER,]| one of the committee upon this subject, and 
I: cannot withdraw it. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put, being upon 
Mr. Cuanpier’s proposition, 

“Mr, HOUSTON. I wish to ask one question, 
in relation to that instruction, of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. The amendment in contro- 
versy provides for twelve months, and I desire to 
know whether this amendment is to extend back 
twelve months, and also extend forward twelve 
months? 

Mr, KITTREDGE, I demand tellers. 

Mr: CHANDLER. May lt beallowed to state 
that this extra compensation is not to extend be- 
youd a year? 

Tellers, were ordered; and Messrs. Paiiuips 
and OLvs were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the proposition 
was agreed to; the tellers having reported—ayes 
104, noes 17. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two ETouses 
on amendments of the Senate to the Navy appro- 
priation bill, made the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (H.R. No, 97) “ making appro- 
priations forthe navat service for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1855,” having met, after full and free conference, 
have agreed 19 recommend, aud do recommend, to their 
respective Houses, as follows : 

That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House 
of Representatives to the eighth ameudment of the Senate. 

That the Senate recede trom its first amendment, and 
adopta substitute therefor, as follows: 

That atthe vavy yard at Man Francisco the pay of the 
coramander shall be $3,500 per annum 3 one civil engineer, 
$4,000 per annum, and the pay of the navy ageut, who 
shall discharge the. duties of both purser and navy agent, 
shall be $4,000. 

That the Senate recede from its ninth, thirteenth, four» 
teenth, and sixteenth amendments. 

8. R. MALLORY, 
J.D. BRIGHT, 
H. S, GEYER, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
JOHN S. PHELPS, 
S. P. BENSON, 
PETER ROWE, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. PHELPS, The eighth amendment of 
the Senate is an appropriation for the San Fran- 
cisco navy-yard. The House of Representatives 
amended that amendment by striking out the fol- 
lowing words; ‘officers’ quarters.” The Senate 
concurred in that amendment. 

The Senate recede from their first amendment, 
which reads as follows: 

That at the navy-yard at San Francisco the pay of the 
commander shall be $3,500 per annum; the pay of one 
storekeeper, $3,500; one civil engineer, $4,000; one 
draughtsman, who shall be clerk to engineer, $2,000 ; one 


clerk tothe storeKeeper, $2,000; one navy agent, 94,000 ; 
one clerk.to navy agent, $2,000, 

And adopt a substitute therefor, as follows: 

That at the navy-yard at San Francisco, the pay of the 
commander shail be $3,500 per annum, one civil engineer, 
$4,000 per annum; and the pay of the navy agent, who 
Shall discharge the duties of both purser and navy agent, 
shall be $4,000 per annum. 

The Senate recede, also, from their sixth, ninth, 
thirteenth, fourteenth,ard sixteenth amendments. 
They in fact recede from all the other amendments 
upon which there were disagreeing votes, from 
the appropriation for the naval depot at New Or- 
leans, from the provision for the officers of the 
Texan Navy, and also from the provision for the 
retired list of the Navy. I demand the previous 
question upon the adoption of the report. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. f 

The question was then taken upon concurring 
in the reportof the committee; and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the report of the committee was concurred in. 

Mr. PELELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report of the committee of conference 
was agreed to,and to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

FRAUDS ON THE TREASURY. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Task permis- 
sion of the House to make a report, and introduce 
a bill from the Judiciary Committee, in the Gard- 
iner case. The report is a long one, and I do 
not propose to have it read, but I desire to have it 
referred, together with the bill, to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
printed. 

Leave being granted, the bill was received, read 
a first and second time by its title, as follows: “ A 
bill to prevent frauds on the Treasury of the 
United Sintes,” and then, together with the re- 
port, was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

THE GARDINER CASE. 


Mr. STANTON. [am instructed by the same 
committee to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President he requested to institute 
proceedings in law or equity against all such agents, attor- 
neys, and confederates, as may have ted in prosecut- 
ing the claims of George A. Gardiner and John H. Mears, 
or either of them, before the board of commissioners ap- 
pointed under the treaty of Guadatupe Hidalgo for the ad- 
judication of claims ow Mexico, in order to test their liability 
to refund the amounts paid them as agents, allorneys, con- 
federates or assignees, out of the awards made by the said 
commissioners to said Gardiner or Mears. 

The queation was put; and the resolution was 
agreed to, 

Mr. STANTON. 
the accompanying testimony, be printed. 

It was so ordered. 


PUBLIC LANDS, 

Mr. COBR. I desire to offer a resolution 
which, I know, no gentleman in the House will 
object to. ft is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior canse to be 


prepared, for the use of the House of sRepresentatives, | 


during the recess of Congress, a statement of the time the 
public lands may have been in market, as well as the quan- 
lity, classified according to the act graduating and reducing 
the price of the public lands, passed 4th August, 1854. 


The resolution was adopted. 
BOUNTY LAND BILL. 
Mr. STRAUB. I ask leave to offer the follow- 


ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of bill No. 428, granting bounty land to certain officers and 
soldiers who have been engaged in the military service of 
the United States. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. STRAUB. Then I move a suspension of 
the rules to enable me to introduce the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is it in order to indicate 
what the bill in question is? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution sufficiently 
describes it, is there any objection to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Firorence] making 
a statement? 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The question was taken on Mr, Stravs’s mo- 
tion; and (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) 
the rules were not suspended. 


I ask that the report, with | 
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Mr. PHILLIPS. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the. resolution, réported from the 
Committee on the Judiciary a few minutes ago, 
was adopted. 

The resolution instructs the President to insti- 
tule proceedings in law or equity against the 
agents, attorneys, and confederates of Gardiner. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must state to the 
gentleman that this is not a question of privilege, 
or a privileged question. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I thought it was. 


SWAMP LANDS. 

Mr.GREENWOOD. Thereis a bill standing 
first upon the Calendar of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, in reference to 
which there appears to have been some partial 
understanding with the gentleman from lowa 
(Mr. Henn] last evening. 

It is a bill ‘* for the relief of the parchasers and 
locators of swamp and overflowed lands.” I 
move that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union be discharged from the further 
consideration of that bill, in order to take it up 
and act upon it now. Í 

Mr. MATTESON. 
tion. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Then I move to sus- 
pend the rulés*in order to enable me to submit the 
motion. 

The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes forty-four. 

So the motion was disagreed to, two thirds not 
in favor thereof. 

Mr. WENLWORTH, of Ilinois. As that 
matter is disposed of, | wish to ask leave of the 
House to introduce a bill, of which previous no- 
tice has been given. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
venture. . 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If there isany gentle- 
man here who has any local matter he is anxious 
to have attended to, I will not stand in his way. 
I yield to the gentleman from F'lorida. 


RESERVED LANDS IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. MAXWELL. It will be remembered, 
that some days since, upon my motion, a bill au- 
thorizing the sale of certain reserved lands was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. The 
object of the bill was to withdraw the feservation 
over certain military lands which have become 
useless for military purposes. l said the bill was 
referred to the Committee on’Public Lands; but, 
by some mishap, it has become misplaced, and 
cannot be found. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair understands 
the gentleman desires to have another copy of the 
bill obtained. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I willexpiain what I wish 
todo. The bill was under consideration by the 
Committee on Public Lands, and they agreed to 
report it to the House, with a recommendation 
that the second and third sections be stricken outs 
and that, as so amended, it pass. I now ask the 
leave of the House to introduce a billin place of 
it, leaving out the second and third sections of the 
other bill, so as to make it conform to the action 
of the Committee on Public Lands. The bill will 
then stand precisely as the Committee on Public 
Lands agreed to report it. 

Mr. WALSH. Does the gentleman propose 
to put it upon its passage ? 

Mr. MAXWELL. [I do. 

Mr. WALSH. _I object. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I move to suspend the 
rules; and demand tellers upon the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox, and 
McDovucatt, were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the rules were not 
suspended, two thirds not voting in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair would beg to 
make a suggesition to the House. There is agreat 
press on the Chair for the floor, and he proposed 
yesterday that reports be received from commit- 
tees, and that bills and resolutions reported, be re- 
ferred without debate. The Chair now renews the 
suggesition. A number of gentlemen were out of 
the House when it was submitted before. Each 
gentleman rises in his place, and thinks that he is 
best entitled to the floor.. Irritation is the conse- 
quence, as well as a great deal of trouble and per- 
plexity, and sometimes mortification to the Chair. 
The Chair hopes the. course, suggested may be 
pursued. 


I object to its introduc- 


I object anyhow, upon a 


> 


1854. 
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Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Therearesome 
bills upon the Speaker’s table which may be taken 
up and considered. I move. that we go to the 
business upon the Speaker’s table, and that no bill 
be put on its passage unless there be no objection 


to it. 

The SPEAKER. Unless objection be made 
that course will also’be pursued. 

No objection was made. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to a personal 
explanation. | It will be recollected by the House 
that the other day the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Hucues] and I engaged in a discussion of 
the proposition to refund Mr. Riddle moneys ad- 
vanced by him. ‘In the face of my declaration 
that I made no reflection on the honesty of Mr. 
Riddle, the gentleman thought proper to proceed 
with the folowing remarks: 


& Tt was stated as a matter of reflection upon Mr. Riddle, i 


as I thought. I know him well ; and he is as high-minded 


and honorable a gentleman as lives in Massachusetts—pur- | 


suing his business inalaudable way. Ifhe sells anything, 
he sells quadrupeds; not bipeds; and I am glad that his 
vocation is of that description—his auciioneering of that 
sort, 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I ask if this personal 
explanation is in order? If itis not, I object to it, 
for the debate can be corrected elsewhere. 

Mr. SMITH. [shall be through in one min- 
ute, I was saying that the other day, when the 
debate occurred upon the proposition to allow Mr. 
Riddle the sum of money advanced by Mr. Pea- 
body for defraying the expenses of the transport? 
ation of American products to the London Indus- 
trial Exhibition, the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Hucuss,] in the face of my declaration that 
in my remarks I made no reflection upon the hon- 
esty of Mr. Riddle, and of course when it was 
wholly unnecessary, made use of the following 
Janguage-—— 

[Cries of “ Order !’’] 

Mr. SMITH. I beg gentlemen will allow me 


the privilege of saying that I did not hear these || 
My rule is to respond promptly to all į 


remarks. 
impertinence; for, without a reply, it is presumed 
to be acquiesced in and submitted to. 

The SPEAKER. In execution of the order, 
made by the unanimous consent of the House, the 
Chair will now proceed to the business upon the 
Speaker’s table, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
move a reconsideration of a vote now? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order to sub- 
mit such a motion, but it can only be entertained 
hereafter when some higher privileged motion is 
not pending. Does the gentleman desire to sub- 
mit a motion to reconsider that it may be entered 
upon the Journal? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
hereafter. 

Mr. HENN. 


tleman from Georgia, (Mr. Sreruens,] for this 
reason: It was the understanding this morning, 
when the appropriation bills were out of the way, 
that I would be permitted to call up the bill in 


relation to swamp lands, which is first upon the | 
Calendar in the Committee of the Whole on the : 


state of the Union. 


Mr. ORR. The Speaker, as I understand it, , 
is not acting under the suggestion of the gentle- | 


man from Georgia. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair embraced in his 


suggestion that of the gentleman from Georgia, | 
[Mr. Srreuens,] with the distinct understanding | 
that bills upon the Speaker’s table, to which no | 
objection was made, should be taken up and re- | 


ferred. 

Mr. HENN. I do not wish to discuss the bill 
which I wish to take up. 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be taken up now, 


unless by the unanimous consent of the House, | 


as the House is acting under a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. HENN. lappeal to the House if they 
did not understand this morrfing, when I with- 
drew my objection to the adjournment until nine 
o’clock, that this bill would come up? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa ` 
asks the unanimous consent of the House to dis- ; 


charge the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union from the bill referred to by him. 
Mr. LETCHER. What bill is it? 


I ask if it is notin order to | 


I will submit the motion | 


I tried to get the ear of the į 
Speaker, to object to the proposition of the gen- | 


i 
t 


at 
ii 


Mr. HENN. _It is the swamp land bill. 
Mr. LETCHER. I object. 
REFERENCE OF BILLS-—-AGAIN. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to execute the 
order of the House, made by unanimous consent, 
and the bills upon the Speaker’s table were taken 
up in their order. aS 

Anact granting the right of way to the St. 
Louis and- fron Mountain railroad through the 
arsenal, magazine, and Jefferson barracks, re- 
turned from the Senate with an amendment. 

Mr. ORR. That will give rise.to debate, and 
T object to it. f 

The bill remained on the table, and all subse- 
quently objected to shared the same fate. 

An act to grant a homestead of one hundred and 
sixty acres of the public lands to actual settlers, 
returned from the Senate with amendments. 

Mr. ASHE objected. 

An act for the relief of Betsy Nash, and the 
widow of J. C. Batchelder. 

Mr. FAULKNER. i believe it is not in ac- 
cordance with the understanding of the House to 
put that bill upon its passage. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, I object to it. 

An act for the relief of Fleury Lewis, of Clinton 


county, indiana, returned from the Senate with |! 


amendments. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move that the 
House do concur in the amendments of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
amendments: 

First amendment: 3 

That Henry Lewis and Moses Pettit, of Perkins county, 
Indiana, be, aud are hereby, eaci authorized to enter, free 
of cost, except the fees of the land office, forty acres of 
land out of that subject to private entry, at any land office 
in the United States, or in the Territories thereof, in full of 
their respective claims for money paid to the register of the 
land office in Indiana iu the year 1037, the amuuat thereof 
being fifty doilars. 

Second amendment: 

Amend the title as follows: 

After the word ‘* Lewis” add the words “and Moses 
Pettit.” 

The question was taken on the amendments; 
and they were respectively concurred in. 

Joint resolution relating to the raft of Red river. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. The subject-matter of 


| that joint resolution has been incorporated in the 


Army bill, which was passed this morning. | 
would ask the gentleman from Missouri |Mr. 
Puetps] if I am not right in saying so ? 

Several Memuers. Oh, let it pass. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. No; I object. 

Senate bill supplemental to an act entitled “An 
act to amend an act entitled an act to provide for 
the better preservation of the lives of passengers 
on board vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
stearn, and for other purposes,” approved 30th 
August, 1852. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Senate bill to improve the naval service. 

Mr. PHELPS. i object. z 

Senate bill “ for the more effectual suppression 
of the slave trade in American-built vesseis.’’ 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 


title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign || 


Affairs. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 understand, Mr. Speaker, 
that the business of the next session will be taken 
up exactly as we leave it. 

The SPEAKER. That is the order. 


Senate bill “ giving to Jasper Strong, George 


Tyrrell, and associates, the right of way for a |! 


railroad through the reserved land near the navy- 
yard at Pensacola, Florida.” 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Senate bill to revive for a limited time an act in 
relation to the donations of land to certain per- 
son$ in the State of Arkansas. 


Mr. LETCHER. Read the bill for inform- 


ation. 2 
The Clerk read the bill in extenso. 
The bill makes provision in respect to certain 


! claims to donations of land in Arkansas, which 
i| have been adjudicated and allowed by the register 


and receiver of the pruper land district, in virtue of 
the provisions of the eighth section of the act of 
Congress approved 24th May, 1828, entitled “An 


act to authorize the State of Ohio to extend the | 
1H Miami canal.” , 
The bill was then read a first and second time | 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands.” >c Wiper helo 
Senate bill granting land in alternate sections.to 
the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkan- 
sas, to aid in the Sonstraction-of a railroad from 
New Orleans to Mobile.” f ; 
Mr. COBB. I object. aes 
Senate bill granting landin alternate sections 
to the State of Missouri, to aid in the construction ~ 
of a certain railroad im said State. Read a-first 
and second time, and referred. to the’ Committee 
on Public Lands. 7 
Senate bill for the better preservation of lifeand 
| property from vessels shipwrecked on the coast of 
i the United States. Read a first and second time 
by its title : . 
Mr. SKELTON. That isa bill which it isim- 
portant should be passed. lt passed the Senate 
unanimously, and Í think, if the House will hear 
it read, there will be no objection to its being pat 
| upon its passage. “a f 
The bilt was read. , i 
Mr. LETCHER. F think that bill had better 
be examined by the Committee on Commerce be- 
fore it passes. 1 move that it be referred to that 
committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Assury Dicxuys, their Secretary, inform- 
ling the House that they had passed, without 
amendment, a bill of this House of the following 
title: 

A bill authorizing the payment of balance of the 
property accounts between the United States and 
the State of New York, for military stores in’ the 
| war of 1812, and sundry private bills. 

That the Senate had passed, with amendments, 
in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House, bills of the following titles: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain Mat-. 
thew Jack, deceased; and 

A bill to provide a pension for Captai 
| Porter, i : 
| Also, that they had passed.a joint resolution 

and bills of the Senate of the following titles, in 
| which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
i the Flouse: 
i A joint resolution to enable the Secretary of 
the Interior to retain the present force in the Gen- 
: eral Land Office until the next session of this Con- 
; gress; 
| An act for the relief of Henry S. Sanford; 

An actto amend the ‘ Act requiring foreign 
regulations of commerce to be laid annually before 
Congress,” approved August, 1842, and for other 
purposes; and 

An act for the relief of Elliot Smith, William 
C. Greene, and Nathaniel Farnsworth.]} 


Senate bill to provide for the payment. of such 
| creditors of the late Republic of Texas as are 
‘ comprehended in the act of Congress of Septem- 
|: ber 9, 1850. Read a first and second time by its 

title, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
! Means. . : 

Senate joint resolution ‘ for the confirmation of 
ertain entries and locations of military warrants 
i made in the State of Michigan.” 

I object to that resolution 


n Thomas 


|| Mr. LETCHER. 
| being taken up. « 
Senate bill for the relief of the Office of Indian 
| Affairs. Read a first and second time by its 
' title, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. 

Mc. ROBBINS. I would much prefer that 
| that bill should be referred to a Committee of 
| the Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has already been 
| referred, and the reference cannot be changed un- 
| less the gentleman moves to reconsider the vote 
li by which it was referred. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Let it go. 


Senate bill supplementary to an act entitled 
Il an act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to pro- 
ii vide for the better security of the lives of passen- 
: gers on board vessels propelled in whole or in part 
iby steam, and for other purposes,” approved 30th 
| of August, 1852. 
| Mr. HENN. 
į up. 

| Senate joint resolution ‘ for the relief of the le- 
| gal representatives of Seth M. Leavenworth.” 
| Read a first and second time by its title. 


I object to that bill being taken 


hd 
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«Mr: PHELPS: -If the House will allow me to 
explain for a moment, I think there will be no ob- 
jection to that joint resolution being put upon its 
passage.» An’act was passed in 1846 authorizing 
a settlement to be made with Mr. Leavenworth. 
Since that time Mr. Leavenworth has died. And 
the ‘object of the resolution..is to ‘authorize-the 
reper accounting officers to pay to his heirs and 
. legal-representatives the money which was appro- 
priated for his benefit by the act of 1846.. I ask 
that the resolution may be read, and | hope no 
objection: will be made to its being put upon its 
passage. : 

‘The resolution was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

“Mr. LETCHER. I should like to know what 

the damages were awarded for? 
_ Mr. PHELPS. I think it was in reference to 
some mail contract. I am not acquainted with the 
circumstances of the passage of the original act of 
1846, but this is merely to pay to the heirs and 
legal representatives of this man the money which 
would have been paid to him under that act if he 
had ‘lived. 

Mr. LETCHER. I think it had better be ex- 
amined before we pass it. l move to refer it to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Senate bill ‘for the relief of Magdalena Van 
Ness, widow of Cornelius P. Van Ness, de- 


ceased,” Read a first and second time by its 
title. . 
Mr. CHURCHWELL. Isitin order to move 


to put that.bill on its passage? 
he SPEAKER. Itis not, 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. lask the unanimous 
consent of the House to put it upon its passage. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I object. 

‘Mr. CHURCHWELL. Can I move to sgus- 
pend the rules? 

The SPEAKER, That motion is not in order 
‘while the House is acting under a suspension of 
the rules. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Senate bill “for the relief of David F, Douglass, 
late marshal of the northern district of California.” 
Read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims 

Senate bill “ to establish certain additional post 
roads,” was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose that is 
made unnecéssary by the general post route bill, 
which was passed the other day. 

‘Mr. HENDRICKS. [understand that it was 
passed subsequently to the passage of the bill to 
which ‘the gentleman refers, and is for the purpose 
of supplying omissions in that bill. 

Mr. EDDY. Is it in order to amend the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Not unless there be no ob- 
jection. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read a third time, and 
passed. 

House bill * for the relief of the heirs of Captain 
Matthew Jack, deceased,’ returned from the Sen- 
ate with'an amendment. 

The amendment of the Senate was to strike out 
the words ‘together with interest on the same,” 

The question was takén; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

House bill “to provide a pension for Captain 
Thomas Porter,” returned from the Senate with 
an amendment. 

The amendment was to strike out lines twelve, 
thirteen, and fourteen, of the bill, which read as 
follows: 

* And the amount found due under the provisions of this 
act shalt be paid to the children of said Thomas Porter.” 

The bill was then referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Senate bill * for the relief of Sherman Pierce;”’ 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

(Mr. HENN from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled, the bill «* mak- 
ing appropriations for the repair, preservation, an 
completion of certain public works heretofore com- 
menced under the authority of law;’? which there- 
upon received the signature of the Speaker.] 

- Senate bill “allowing exchanges, and granting 
additional school lands in the several States which 
_ Sontain public lands;”’ read a first'and second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
fic Lands. . 3 j f 

Senate bill ‘* to provide for taking charge of the 
Louisville and Portiand canal, and to prevent the 
same from falling into bad repair;”’ read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittée on Roads and Canals. 

Senate bill ‘granting the right of way to the 
Marysville and Benicia railroad through and over 
the grounds of the United States, at Benicia, Cali- 
fornia;”’ was read a firstand second time by its title, 
ordered to a third reading, and was accordingly 
read the third time, and was subsequently passed. 

Senate bill + to authorize the title of the United 
States to lot No. 20, in square No. 160, to be con- 
veyed to F. A. Whitney;”’ read a first and second 
time by its title, aud referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 

Senate bill “ to provide for the surrender of cer- 
tain bonds of the State of Indiana, and held by 
the United States.” 

Mr. EDGERTON. I object to that bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
tleman who objected to this bill will withdraw his 
objection. It is of great interest to my State. 

Mr. EDGERTON. i understand all about this 
case. Let it go to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Senate resolution ‘to enable the Secretary of 
the Treasury to retain ihe present force in the 
General Land Office ull the next session of this 
Congress.” 

Mr. LETCHER. Let that be sent to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The resolution was read a first and second time 
by its tile, and referred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Senate bill ‘ for the rélief of Elliott Smith, Wil- 
liam O. Greene, and Nathan Farnsworth;” read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Senate bill “ for the relief of Henry S. Sanford;”’ 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Senate bill “to amend the ‘ Act requiring foreign 
regulations of commerce to be laid annually before 
Congress,’ approved August 19, 1842, and for other 
purposes. ’” 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope that 


| last bill will be put upon its passage. 1 rise, at 


the request of the Secretary of State, to offer a 
report here on the subject, but it is not.necessary 
to have it read. The object of the bill is to have 
these foreign statistics published, and laid before 
Congress. 

„Several Memuers. Read the bill. 

The bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I hope the request 
of the gentleman from Georgia will be complied 
with, and that the bill will be passed. It is cer- 
| tainly of the highest importance. 

Mit PENNINGTON, 1 object to its being 
put upon its passage. 

The bill was then read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. OLDS, I desire to make a report from a 
committee of conference, 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Before that is done, I 
wish to move to reconsider the vote by which a 
pension bill for the relief of Captain’ Thomas 
Porter was referred, upon my motion, in order 
that we may take it up and agree to a Senate 
amendment thereto, 

The bill (No. 270) was read for information. 

It provides for placing upon the pension roll the 
name of Captain Thomas Porter, at the rate of 
| uy dollars a month for the time therein speci- 
] hea. . 

No objection being made, the bill was taken up. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The Senatehaveamended 
the bill by striking out the words: 

And the amount found due under the provisions of this 


act, shall be paid to the children of said Captain Thomas 
Porter. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. OLDS. I rise to make a report from the 


committee of conference on the Post Office bill. 
It is as follows:. 


I move that the Houseconcur in thatamendment. | 


J trust that the gen- |i 


{ 


The committee of cdnference on the disa reeing vote of 
the two Houses on bill (No. 336) entitled sAn act making 
appropriations for the Post Offce Department for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, having met, after full 
and free conference, do agree to the following report : 
That the House agree to recede from its disagreenfent to 
the second ainendment of the Senate, and concur witb the 
Senate in its third amendment, with the following amend- 
ment thereto: g 
Strike out of said third amendment these words: “the 
said allowance to commence with the fiscal year, beginning 
July 1, 1853, and to he computed for the first year from the 
ascertained weight for the month of January, 1854, and 
insert in lieu thereof the following : i 
“ This allowance to commence with the passage of this 
act, and to continue for one year only, and to be computed 
fom tie ascertained weight for the month of January, 
1854.” > 
The Senate agree to recede from its fourth and fifth 
amendment. JACKSON MORTON, 
W., K. SEBASTIAN, 
I. P. WALKER, 
Munagers on the part of the Senate. 
EDSON B. OLQS, 
JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


The third amendment, to which the committee 
recommend a concurrence, with an amendment, 
relates to the additional allowance to the clerks in 
the city post office. It is already understood by 
the House. 

The fourth and fifth amendments, from which 
the Senate recede, are sections five and six, as fol- 
lows: 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the surviving 
late Vice President of the United States shall have, during 
his life, the same authority to frank letters, and other mail 
matter, which he possessed while in office. And the same 
puthority shall belong to future Vice Presidents after they 
go out of office, 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Crans- 
ton Lowrie a reasonable compensation for pertorming the 
duties of two desks in the Post Office Department, not to 
exceed half pay of a clerk forthe time he was so employed. 

The question now being upon the adoption of 
the report of the committee of conference, it was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the report was adopted. 

Mr. OLDS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report was adopted, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Iask the consent of the 
Flouse to take from the Speaker’s table Senate 
bill No. 420, for the relief of Henry S. Sanford. 

Mr. WALSH. _[ object. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. ‘I appeal to the gentleman 
to withdraw his objection. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair will inform the 
gentleman from Connecticut that the bill to. which 
he refers has already been taken from the Speak- 
er’s table, and referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Well, sir, I move to re- 
consider the vote by which it was so referred. 

The SPEAKER. The motion can be entered, 
but not considered while the House is acting under 
a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I will submit the motion, 
and call it up at the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 
table Senate bill (No. 236) granting to the States 
of Indiana and Illinois a portion of the public 
lands, to aid in the construction of the Indiana 
and Illinois Central railway. É 

Mr. WALSH. Does the gentleman desire to 
put it upon its passage? 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir, 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the gentleman will hear the 
bill read, Í think he will not object. 

Mr. WALSH. I do object. 

Mr. REESE. I ask the consent of the House 
to take up for consideration Senate bill (No. 256) 
for the relief of the West Feliciana Railroad, and 
the Georgia Railroad, and Banking Companies. 

Mr. WALSH. Lobject. The order for calling 
committees for reports was given fora specific 
purpose, and I shail ‘object to everything until 
that order has been executed. 

Mr. LETCHER. I objected to Senate bill 
(No. 428) granting to Jasper Strong, George Fen- 
ell, and their associates, the right of way for a 
railroad through the reserved lands near the navy- 
yard at Pensacola, in the State:of Florida. I 
understand now from the gentleman from Florida 
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that there are no buildings on the lands: through 
which it is proposed to extend the railroad that 
can be.injured by fire, In that state of the case, I 
will withdraw my objection to taking the bill up. 
Mr. WALSH.. f renew the objection. ` 


Mr. MAXWELL. Iappeal to the gentleman ` 


to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. WALSH. I-do not withdraw it. 

Mr. ASHE. I understand that there is no 
privilege now for the suspension of the rules ? 

The SPEAKER. When the order of the 
House is executed it will then be in order to move 
a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. ORR. Irise to a privileged question. I 
move to reconsider the vote by which Senate reso- 
lution (No. 27) “ to enable the Secretary of the 
Interior to retain the present force in the Land 
Office until the. next session of this Congress,’ was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
I will explain the resolution in two minutes, so that 
I think there will be no objection to it. 

Mr. ASHE. I object. 

Mr. ORR. Cannot the motion to reconsider be 
entered ? 

The SPEAKER. It can be entered and con- 
sidered hereafter some time or other. 

Mr. ORR. Then I ask that the motion be en- 
tered. ` 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to execute the 
further order of the House by calling committees 
for reports for reference without debate. 

Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported back Senate bill (No. 126) ** to 
relinquish to the State of Wisconsin the lands 
reserved for salt springs therein,” with the follow- 
ing amendment: 

That in lieu of the twelve salt springs, with six sections 
of land adjoining to each, heretofore granted to the State of 
Wisconsin, for its use, by the fourth clause of the seventh 
section of an act entitled “ An act to enable the people of 
Wisconsin I rritory to form a constitution and State govern - 
ment, and for the admission of said State into the Unioun,’ 
approved the sixth day of August, in the year 1846, there be 
and hereby is, granted to said State of Wisconsin, to be se- 
lected by the Legislature of said State, out of any publiclands 
subject to private entry, and to be sold in such manner as 
the Legislature may direct, for the benefit and in aid of the 
university of said State, and for no other purpose whatso - 
ever, seventy-two sections of land: Provided, That in the 
selections of land, heretofore made under an act entitled 
“ An act to extend the time for the selection of the Jands 
granted to the State of Wisconsin for saline purposes,?? 
approved the 4th day of May, 1852, and whieh shall not 
have been sold by the United States, and is not legally 
claimed by preémption or otherwise, shall be, and herehy 
arc, granted and confirmed to said State for the use of the 
university of said State, as part of the seventy-two sections 
hereby granted. 


Mr. LETCHER. I should like to make an 
inquiry of the gentleman from Ohio. Is it the 
understanding that when these lands were first 
selected they were found to be saline lands? 

Mr. DISNEY. They were not. 

Mr. LETCHER. What then? 

Mr. DISNEY made some remarks in expla- 
nation of his amendment, and in reply to Mr. 
Lercusr, which were entirely inaudible at the 
reporter’s desk. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading, | 


and was read the third time and, passed. ` 

Mr. COBB. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to consider Senate bill (No. 93,) “to 
establish an additional land office in the State of 
Florida, to be called the district of Tampa.” 

Į addressed a note to the Commissioner of the 


General Land Office to learn whether it was ab- | 


solutely necessary to establish this additional land 
office, and in reply he says that itis needed. I 
am satisfied that the bill ought to pass, and 1 hope 
that there will beno objection to it upon the part of 
any gentleman. 
Mr. WALSH. 
a new office. 
Mr. DICK. 


T object. {tis only to create 


Washington. 
The SPEAKER. How does the gentleman 
propose to have it referred ? 
Mr. DICK. 
passage. 
Mr.PRATT. Idislike to object, but it is really 
too late to have this bill introduced and passed. 
Mr. DICK. Well, then [I ask it to be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 


Task leave to introduce a bill to | 
incorporate an Insurance company in the city of | 


I prefer having it put upon its | 


i 
j 
i 
j 
t 


i 


which 1 have desired to-make; and.to-day com- 
mittees are being called, aad if we-proceed, there 
is some chance of getting in the report.’ = 

Mr: LILLY. I hope the gentleman’ will with- 
draw his objection. E BE" ie 

Mr. BARRY. I.cannot. 

‘Mr. ASHE.  { ask the unanimous consënt:of 
the House to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House ‘be directed.to 
pay to John Costin, a laborer employed in the office of the 
Clerk, two dollars a day, in consideration of additional 
lahor pertormed by him, commencing from the time em- 
ployed, deducting therefrom the per diem alreadypaid him. 

Mr. BARRY. I object, most distinctly, for the 
reasons which I stated before. 

Mr. ASHE. If the gentleman will allow me, 
I will state the circumstances of this case, 

Mr. BARRY. It will do no good; for I object. 
I have been trying to report a bill for a long time, 
and J want the opportunity of doing so to-day. 

Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill abolishing 
the franking privilege. sy 

Mr. ASHE. Ifany objectien can prevent that 
bill from being reported, I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right 
to report it. . 

, ane bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

_ Mr. HENDRICKS. I movethat it be putupon 
its passage. 

Mr. OLDS. I have no objection to the bill 
being put upon its passage, if that is the wish of 
the House. 

Mr. PRINGLE. { object. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I would suggest 
that nearly all these objections arise. from the 
fact that we are now acting under a suspension of 
the rules. I hope the balance of the committees 
will be called through for reports, and it will then 
be in order to proceed to other business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will adopt the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Louisiana, and 
will entertain no other proposition out of order 
until the committees have been called through. 

Mr. BARRY, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill “to incorporate 
the Metropolitan Collegiate Institute of Washing- 
ton;’’? which was read a first and second time b 
its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MAY, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported the following bills; which were 
| severally read a first and second time their 
titlesreferred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill concerning the apprehension and delivery 
| of deserters from foreign vessels in the porta of 
| the United States; 

A bill to provide for the payment of costs by the 
il United States in certain cases; and 

A bill to authorize the adjudication in the courts 

of the United States of certain claims of officers of 


’ The bill was read a first and second time by its | 
title, and so referred. 

“ A message was here received from-the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by Stoney Wessrer, | 
Esq., his Private Secretary, informing the House 
that he had this day approved and signed, among 
others, an act to repeal the- first proviso ofthe 
fourth section of an act granting bounty lands to 
certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged 
in the military service of the United States. 

A message was also here received from the 
Senate, notifying the House that the Senate had 
agreed to the report of the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the Senate’s amendments to the act making 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Some five months ago 
a bill from the land office, interesting to my dis- 
trict, was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. My friend and colleague [Mr. Disney] 
desires to report back that bill, and have it put 
upon its passage. It is for the survey of public 
lands, and it is not probable that there will be any 
objection to it. I understand from the Commis- 
sioner that the bill is absolutely necessary to en- 
able the surveyor of the district to carry on the 
survey. I ask the consent of the House to allow 
that bill to be reported. [tis bill ‘allowing the 
further time of two years to those holding lands 
by entries in the Virginia military district of Ohio, 
which were made prior to the Ist of July, 1852, to 
have the same surveyed and patented.” 

{Cries of ** Let it be referred.’’} 

Mr. DISNEY. There is very little matter in- 
volved in the bill. I will explain ina few words 
how the matter stands. 

Mr. WALSH. I object to debate. 

[Cries of “ Oh, itis allright; itis understood !”] 

Mr. DISNEY. I want simply to explain the 
necessity —— - 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) Debateis ob- 
jected to by the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. DISNEY. ButI do not intend to make an 
argument, I merely i 

[Cries of ‘ Order!” “ Order !’?} 

‘The bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

It provides that the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line on the continental establishment, | 
their heirs or assigns, emtitled to bounty lands, | 
who have, prior to the Ist of January, 1852, been 
entered within the tract reserved by Virginia, be- | 
tween, the Little Miami and the Scioto rivers, from ! 
intervening local points, shall be allowed the time | 
of two years, from and after the passage of the act, | 
to make and return their surveys, and warrants, 
or certified copies of warrants, to the General Land | 
Office. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time, 

Mr. WALSH. I object; let it be referred. 

Mr. DISNEY. I will make a brief statement 
of the facts. By the existing law there is no au | h 
thority to survey these lands. By her deed of | ee 
cession Virginia relinquished all her right and title ||. Mr. MAY. T now ask leave to offer a resolu- 
to them. This provision applies to parties in | tion calling for information, that it may be fur- 
Virginia who had made entries of portions of this || nished at the next session of Congress. 
land, but cannot get them surveyed, because there || It is as follows: 


is no law authorizing them to besurveyed. This j Peed rane Secretary oh the terior as request- 
AT een a P A |, ed aud authorized to ascertain and report tọ this House, 
bill simply proposes to authorize the surveyor to | at its next session, upon what terms suitable buildings for 
survey them. i| the use of the post office and courts of the United States 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and ‘| in the city of Baltimore, Maryland, can be purchased, or 
3 im y 4 y + è p , 

read a third time; and being engrossed, it was |) built, the same to be erected in a convenient and central 
A pe Gyi soel i place in said city; and that he report the various proposi- 
subsequently read the third time, and passeu || tions on this subject that he may receive, or have consid- 
3 $ g i ered, and his opinion on the same, and which is best for 

Mr. LILLY. Irise for the purpose of asking l, and his op tl > and which is best f 


a favor of this House, a thing which I have not |; the public interest. 


done before this session. It s to discharge the i Mr. LETCHER. Would 


it. be in order to 


| Committee o& the Whole House from the further | amend that resolution ? 


consideration of a private bill, that it may be! The SPEAKER. It would be in order, unless 
taken up and passed. Two weeks ago, when that i; the amendment gives rise to debate, and in chat 
bill was reached on the Calendar, it was objected || case the resolution cannot be considered. 
to bya gentleman from North Carolina; and one | Mr. LETCHER. I should like to have the 
week ago it was called again, but I was unabie to | same inquiry proposed as to Clarksbarg, W heel- 
be here to attend to it. The gentleman who ob- |; ing, Charlestown, and Wytheville, to know what 
jected to it on a former occasion recently came to |: post offices and court-houses would cost there. 
me and requested that I should ask the [House to | Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Have all the com- 
take up the bill, as he withdrew his objection to || mittecs been called? + 
it, being perfectly satisfied that the bill is right. | Tbe SPEAKER. They have not. 
It is Senate bill (No. 337) for the relief of Eliza | Mr. JONES. Then I shall object to the reso- 
M. Evans. "i lution until all the committees are called. When 
Mr. BARRY. If unasimons consent is neces- |: they are called, |] shall withdraw my objeciion. 
sary to take up that bill, 1 object to it, and for the; The SPEAKER. Reports are still in ordes 
reason that for four months I have had a report || from the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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in the resolation, I move to add the following: 
“ and the. towns of Staunton, Wheeling, Clarks- |; 
burg, Charlestown, and Wytheville, Virginia.” -| 


-Me MAY. -I accept the gentleman’s: amend- | 
ment.as.a modification of the resolution, =. i; 
n Mr. KNOX, |. I object to thejresolution. ! 
: Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Let us proceed | 
with. the.call of committees. | 
«Mr. J.C. ALLEN, from the Committee on | 
Private Land Claims, reported a. bill ‘for the ; 
relief of the heirs and legal representatives of | 
Captain: Presley Thornton, deceased;” which was | 
read afirst and second time by its title, referred to | 
a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered | 
ta be printed. Szk 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN also, from the samecommit- |i 
tee, reported adversely on the petition of the heirs | 
of Obediah Hardesty for eighty dollars bounty : 
and interest, and for one hundred-acres of bounty |! 
land; which was Mid on the table, and ordered to i 
be printed. ii 

Mr. LETCHER., Iwill withdraw my amend- ji 
ment to the resolution of the gentleman from || 
Maryland, [Mr. May.] i 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- |: 
ginia withdraws his amendment to the resolution ;j 
offered by the gentleman from Maryland. Is there į 
objection upon the part of any other gentleman? | 

Mr. WALSH. =f object. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan, from the Com- | 
mitteeon Public Lands, reported a ‘bill to establish 
an additional land district in the State of Wiscon- 
sin;’’ which was read a first and second time by its 
title. : 

Mr. EASTMAN. Asa matter of course, it is 
to be established at the will of the President. 

‘Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I hope the gentleman from 
New York will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. WALSH. Unanimous consent was given 
in the first place expressly that billsgto which no 
objection was made should be reported. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan, from the Com- 
mitte on Public Lands, reported a bill ‘ to quiet 
the title to certain lands in the county of Monroe, 


Michigan; which was read a first and second | 
time by its title, : | 
Mr. NOBLE. This isa bil! to quiet the title 


arising out of the different surveys which left | 
some vacancies between the private land claims 
and the public ands, It is to quiet the title to 
two thousand acres in the aggregate, 

‘The bill was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. LETCHER. To save time, I object to 
that bill. Let it be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

It was so ordered. | 
Mr. STEYENS, of Michigan. I understand 
that this morning, when disposing of the business | 
on the Speaker’s table, resolution No. 23, for the į 
confirmation of certain entries and locations of 
military lands made in the State of Michigan, was 
taken up and objected to. I wish to say to the 
House that that resolution wastrawn up by the 
Commissioner of Public Lands, and thatit is very 
desirable that it be passed. i wish now to have 

it taken up. 

The resolution was read by its title, as follows: 

Senate resolution (No. 27) for the confirmation 
of certain entries and locations of military lands 
made in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. LETCHER. J object to the consideration 
of that resolution now, 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Some three į 
hours ago I asked to introduce a bill, but I have | 
not yet succeeded in doing so, for the reason that į 
I gave way to allow other motions to be presented. || 
All I want is to have the bill referred. 

No objection being made, Mr. W. introduced a 
bill “ granting pensions to all persons engaged in 
the war of 1812, and the ludian wars prior thereto, |: 
and to their widows;” which was read a first and 
second time by its title, andseferred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PRINGLE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported the following joint resolution: 

Resolved, That the several pension laws, and bounty 


i 
Jand laws, shail not be so construed as to exclude from the | 
benefits thereof, Indians belonging to the Seneca nation of 


Mr. PRINGLE. I ask that theresolution ma 


be put upon its passage. i 


No objection being made, the resolation was 
ordered ‘to be engrossed, and read a third time; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. HAVEN moved to-reconsider the vote by 


|| which the resolution was passed, and also to lay 


the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWE, Task the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up Senate bill No. 338, and 
put it upon its passage. [tis a very important 
and meritorious bill, for the relief of Robert G. 
Thompson. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
tees still being called? 

TheSPEAKER. They have not been called 
through yet. 

Mr. JONES. Then I object to taking up any 
bills until the committees are called through. 1 
have been here a long time waiting to get a bill in. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I asked the House some 
time since to appoint a committee upon a memo- 
rial from the Smithsonian Institute. The com- 


Are the commit- 


| mittee was appointed, and it is now preparing a 


report, but has not finished it. [understand that 
the committee expires with the expiration of the 
present session of- Congress. l move that the 
committee may be permitted to make their report 
at the next session. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOWE. Asa member of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, I desire to ask what is the 
proper disposition for committees to make of the 
papers in their charge upon which no action has 
been had? . 

TheSPEAKER. Let them remain in the sev- 
eral committee rooms, and they will be taken care 
of and restored to the committees again at the 
next session of Congress. 

Mr. DAWSON. I ask the consent of the 
Housé to allow me to offer a resolution. 

Mr. WALSH. Isit the report of a committee? 

Mr. DAWSON. Yes, sir. It is to pay to 
Charles J. Ingersoll the per diem and mileage to 
which he is entitled under the usual custom of the 
House for the Twenty*Sixth Congress. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move to suspend the rales. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind the 
gentleman that the order of the House for calling 
committees for reports is still unexecuted. 

Mr.McMULLIN. I hope the Chair will enter- 
tain no special motion until the order of the House 
for calling committees has been executed. 


* Mr. CRAIGE. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the Flouse to report back Senate bill (No. 227) 
to authorize the extension and completion of the 
Treasury building; and also to construct build- 
ings for the War, Navy, and Interior Depart- 
ments, with a view of putting it upon its passage. 

TheSPEAKER. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina is not in order. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I ask the unanimous cońsent 
of the House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 will withdraw my ob- 
jection as soon as the call of committees for reports 
has been concluded. But until that time, I will 
object to everything else. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to state the objects of 
the bill. Itis to provide for completing the Treas- 
ury Buildiag, and for erecting suitgbie buildings 
for the War, Navy,and other Departments of the 
Government. It is to provide for what has been 
recommended by every Administration, from Gen- 
eral Jackson’s down to the present day. ™ 

[Loud cries of “ Order!” * Order !?” 

Mr. CRAIGE. I will state to the House that 
I was informed by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to any 
explanation. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to make a statement 
which will remove all objection to the bill being 
put on its passage. . 

The SPEAKER. Objection has been made by 
half a dozen to any explanation. 


Mr. CRAIGE. That being the. case, I shall 
resume my Seat. e 

Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill “ for the re- 
lief of Esther Lovejoy;” which was read a first 


‘and second time by its title, referred toa Com- 


mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move the House do now 
adjourn. The Senate have adjourned. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would beg the 
gentleman to withdraw his motion until he pre- 
sents a communication from the War Depart- 


ment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw it for that pur- 
pose. 

NATIONAL ARMORIES. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
communication from the War Department, stating 
that among the papers transmitted in the report 
of yesterday in answer to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 31st ultimo, 
there was a letter from the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, stating that the Commissioner of the Public 
Buildings and Grounds, when the chairman of the 
select committee was applicant for that office, had 
the supervision of the Capitol extension, and the 
statement was referred to in the report in recapitu- 
lating the contents of the paper submitted. The 
Secretary of War submitted a communication 


i from the Secretary of the Interior, stating that his 


report above referred to was erroneous in that 
particular, and that the Capitol extension was not 
under the supervision of the Commissioner of the 
Public Buildings and Grounds when the applica- 
tion was made. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move that 
the communication be laid upon the table and 
printed, as a part of the communication yesterday 
received from the Secretary of War. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered 

Mr. LETCHER. I renew the motion that the 
House do now adjourn. f 

The SPEAKER. After four o’clock the House 
could not, perhaps, under the rules, if objected to, 
receive reports’ from any committee of conference; 

Mr. LETCHER. ‘That is understood. 


LOSS OF THE MAIL STEAMER BILL, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee of confer- 
ence upon the ocean mail steamer bill have disa- 
greed, The Senate committee having possession 
of the papers made a report to the Senate, and 
debated it awhile; but { understand now that the 
Senate have adjourned until to-morrow, which 
kills the ocean mail steamer bill for this year. 

} would like, if it isin order, to move a reconsid- 
eration of the vote by which House bill No. 461 
was committed to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The SPEAKER. The motion can be entered, 
but not considered now. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My attention had been 
called to the bill by a Senator, who asked me to 
take charge of it for him. J was not here when 
it was referred, and my object is to reconsider the 
vote by which it was referred, so as to bring it 
before the House and pass it. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It isa private claim for the 
relief in some way of the Indian Bureau. I know 
nothing about the case except. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If that is all the explana- 
tion the gentleman can give, I object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. My col- 
league in the Senate has informed me that some 
papers were carried to Berkeley Springs by Gen- 
eral Sure_ps, who has gone to see Colonel Bisseix, 
in favor of making a port of delivery at Rock 
Island. J-ask the unanimous consent of the 
House 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It would be the entering 
wedge for a custom-house, and we can take the 
subject up the next session. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I wish to submit a privileged 
question to the Chair. It was agreed this morning 
—and I ask the attention of the Speaker to this 
point—that after four o’clock this evening no mo- 
tion should bein order excepta motion to adjourn. 
Now, if we adjourn to-day we adjourn to meet 
to-morrow at ten o’clock, and if we adjourn to- 
morrow, we adjourn to meet on Monday at ten 
o’clock, unless we fix some other time. 

The SPEAKER. It is fixed at eight o’clock. 


Mr. ROBBINS, I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole House from the further consideration of 
bill No. 454, “ for the relief of Charles W. Car- 
roll ”? i 
Mr. LETCHER. That will not go. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. It ought to go. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senate have 
adjourned, and we can do nothing more here upon 
which they can act, and therefore I move that we 
adjourn, 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Is this 
adjournment a debatable question ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 

«o Mr. JONES. ` Well, then, 1 hope the House 
will not adjourn. 

My. COBB. I want to have a Senate bill re- 
ferred; and Í hope I shall be allowed the privilege 
of having it done. ` I trust my friend from New | 
York (Mr. Warsx] will not object. (Laughter.] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.’ I withdraw my 
motion, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, I rise to a privileged mo- 
tion. I move that when the Fouse adjourns, it 
adjourn to meet on Monday morning at seven 
o’clock. 

{Cries of ** That is right!°’] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
had better meet 
business. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, 
tion of order. 

all. t 

Mr. COBB. I hopethe House will allow me to 
report the bill which I have here, F 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. LETCHER.. l renew the motion to ad- 
ourn. 

The SPEAKER. The motion having been 


question of 


I think the House 
to-morrow, and close up all the 


_ Irise to a ques- 
The question is not debatable at 


withdrawn by the gentleman from Tennessee, | 


[Mr. Jones,] and the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Coss] being on the floor at the moment, he 
is entitled to be heard. 


NEW LAND DISTRICT IN FLORIDA. 


‘Mr. COBB. The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
MaxweE t] is deeply interested in the organization 
of a land district in the southern part of his State, 
remote from any other land district. { havea bill 
here for that purpose, which I wish to introduce. | 
I have also a letter from the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Lands stating the necessity which exists for 
the organization of a new land district. The gen- | 
tleman from New York (Mr. Wausu] made an | 
objection a moment ago, but he is now satisfied of 
the facts, and withdraws his objection. I trust, 
now, that nobody else will object, and that the bill 
will be allowed to pass. 

The bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. It 
creates a new land district in the southern portion 
of Florida, to be called the district of Tampa; the 
act to take effect at the expiration of six months | 
from its passage. 

Mr. EASTMAN. A bill was reported this morn- 
ing by the Committee on Public Lands providing for 
the establishment of a land district in Wisconsin, | 
and it was objected to. The people in that portion | 
of the country have to travel two hundred and 
forty miles to the land office, and it was to remedy | 


that that the bill in question was reported for the | 
organization of an additional land office in Wis- | 
consin, on the same terms precisely as this. [| 


therefore object. 


Mr. ROWE, (at ten minutes before two, p.m.) | 


I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. For the purpose of ena- 
bling the bills to be signed, I move that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet to-morrow at | 
ten o'clock. 


The SPEAKER, The House meets regularly | 


in the State of Florida. 

No further objection being made, the bill was 
ordered to be read a third time, and was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ASHE. I offer the following resolution: | 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to i 
pay to Johno Costin, a laborer employed in the office of the $ 
Clerk, two dollars per day in consideration of the addi- | 
tional labor performed by him, commencing from the time ; 
pmpioyed, deducting theretrom the per diem already paid 

im. 


{Cries of “ All right !??]_ 

Mr. ROWE, 1 insist upon my motion that the 
House do now adjourn. : 

Mr. GREEN, fromthe Committee on Enrolled 
Bilis, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles, which thereupon received the sig- 
nature of the Speaker: 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Captain 
Mathew Jack, deceased; i 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives | 


of Charles Pavie; 

An actfor the relief of Asa Leach; 

An act making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1855; 

An act for the relief of Warren Raymond; 


An act for the relief of Henry Lewis, of Clin- |! 


ton county, Indiana; 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives | 


of George M. Girk; 

An act for the relief of James Capen; 

An act for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and oth- 
ers; 

An act for the relief of the legal heirs of Ben- 
jamin Metoyer; 

An act for the relief of Robert F. McGuire, and 
Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Lamy; 

An act for the relief of Julia Aikin; 

An act authorizing the payment of balance of 
the property accounts between the United States 
and the State of New York, for military stores in 
the war of 1812; 

_An act for the relief of John S. King, of Vir- 
gua; 

An act for the relief of the inhabitants of town- 
ship forty-five, range one, in Warren county, 
Missouri; 

An act foy the relief of A. S. Laughrey; and 

An act to carry into effect a treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain, signed onthe 5th 
day of June, 1854. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I call upon the gentleman 
to withdraw that motion to adjourn for a moment, 
for the purpose of allowing me to ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution. 


Mr. ROWE. I will withdraw the motion until 
I can hear the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to 
the House that if they wish to place all the stand- 
ing committees of the House upon the same 
footing, it will not take more than five minutes to 
call through those yet remaining. 


Mr. ASHE. What has become of the resolu- 
tion which I offered ? 

The SPEAKER. It was cut off by the motion 
to adjourn, 

Mr. WALSH. And what has become of thé 
motion to adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. It was withdrawn. The 
Chair again asks if it is the pleasure of the House 
that the call of committees for reports shall pro- 
ceed? 

Mr. ROWE. How many committees are left? 

The SPEAKER. Not more than five or six. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask leave of the House to 


withdraw a motion made by me to reconsider the | 


vote of the House upon the resolution directing 
the President to commence legal proceedings 
against those who have received moneys from the 
Gardiner claim. 

Mr. WALSH. 

The SPEAKER. 
the gentleman has the right to withdraw his mo- 
tion. 


I object. 


Mr. WALSH. Then I object to the gentle- | 


man’s asking as a privilege what he has a right 


to do. 

Mr. PHILLIPS then withdrew his motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. LILLY. I move that the Committee of 
the Whole House be discharged from the further 


consideration of Senate bill (No. 337) “ for the | 


relief of Eliza M. Evans.” 

Mr. LETCHER. i object. 

Mr. LILLY. Is itin order to move a suspen- 
ston of the rules? F 

TheSPEAKER. It is not; for the committees 
have not yet been called. 

Mr. HENN. [think that I have*been rather 


i! badly treated by the House this morning, in ob- 
i| jecting to a bill which I was allowed, by unani- 


|| The SPEAKER. 
In the opinion of the Chair, | 


“mous. consent, to take-up. .1-do not propose.that 
the House shall. consider that bill now.-.Being on 
the Commitiee on. Enrolled Bills, I have-not.been 
able to be. in the House at times: when one-could 
‘get the floor. I now ask it as a personal’ favor, 
| that the House will take up and -passa little. bill 
; confirming the school titles to about two.thousand 
acres of land in the United States—about one-hiin- 
| dred and sixty acres of which are in my State; 
Mr. WALSH. To whom are they to go?- 
‘Mr. HENN. They go to the schools. > 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I certainly have 
| no knowledge of any understanding. between the 
| gentleman from lowa and myself, either express 
l or implied. ; 
| TheSPEAKER. Discussion ‘is not in order. 
| Mr. HENN. The bill to which I refer is in 
i the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union; to which it was referred early in the:ses- 
i sion. 
|; Mr.GROW. 
adjourn. 
Mr.CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to allow me to- offer a resolution 
which I think will be unanimously adopted. 1f 
there be objection to it, 1 will not even move a 
suspension of the rules. i 
"Mr. HENN. I would appeal to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw his motión to ad- 
| journ, until the bill to which- I have referred has 
| been acted on. : ; 
Mr. LETCHER. I object to the bill of the 
gentleman from lowa. 
| Mr. HENN. Then I shall object to every- 
i thing except the regular business of signing bills. 


I move that the House do now 


|| The SPEAKER. There is pending a motion 


| that the House do now adjourn. 
| Mr. MILLSON. Has not a motion to fix the 
| time to which the House shall adjourn precedence 
of that motion? I move that when this House 
| adjourngto-morrow, itadjourn to meeton Monday 
lat a quarter before eight o’clock, or seven, or 
| any other hour that will suit. members. Now, 
| by the order under which we are acting, we ad- 
j journ from one day to meet at ten o’clock the 
next day. So, if the House adjourn to-morrow, 


| 
| they will adjourn till Monday two hoars after 


the time fixed for adjournment, unless the Chair 
shall decide that, under the resolution adopted to- 
day, it will be competent for the House to-mor- 
row——— 

Mr. HENN. I rise to a question of order. 
The subject is not debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman of Virginia 
claimed the floor upon a privileged question. 

Mr. MILLSON. Ido not desire to debate the 
| matter. I move that when the House adjourns 
| to-morrow, it adjourn to meet some time on Mon- 
| day, say half-past seven o’clock in the morning, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from. Vir- 
ginia submits a motion that when the House ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Monday, at half- 
past seven. o'clock. 

Mr. MILLSON. 


i 
I was about to make this 


| farther suggestion. If we do not do this, we might 


| be placed in an anomalous condition. The Senate 
| might be in session on Monday at eight 0’eluck; 


| and they are not prevented from adopting resolu- 
i tions and taking votes to-morrow; while we, if we 
| adjourn to-morrow at teno’clock, would close our 


|i Session at that time, and cease to havea leva: ex- 


‘istence, and present the anomalous condition of 
| the two Houses adjourning at different pericds. 

It is true, as the gentleman 
; from Virginia states, if the House adjourns to-mor- 
row, it will adjourn, according to its own order, 
: to meet at ten o’clock, two hours after the time 


{ 
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' 


xed by the resolution adopted to-day. 
The question was taken upon Mr. MiLLson’s 


$ motion; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I send a resolution to the 

‘ Clerk’s table to be read for information. If there 
i be a single objection, I promise that I will not 
move to suspend the rules. 
i Mr. WALSH. f object. 
; TheSPEAKER. The Chair has received an 
_ intimation that there will bean Executive commu- 
: nication sent to the Flouse ina few minutes. The 
| Chair proposes that the House take a recess’ for 
i balf an hour. ; 
i Mr.CAMPRELL. Well, in the mean time, I 
l ask to have my resolution read; and if there be 
the slightest objection made, | will withdraw it. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 
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. Mi CAMPBELL, (at; twenty minutes: past 
two o’clock:) ‘Fhen L move that the House do 


now ee 


Mr. LETCHER. And on that motion F call 
for the yeasand nays. ~ i f 
Mr, GAMPBELL. I withdraw my. motion. to 
adjourn; and I now move.to suspend the rules, in 
order that my. resolution may be read. Bi 

The SPEAKER. The. rules are- suspended; 
and-there.is only-one committee more to be called. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then let that other com- 
mittee be called. jie ® : re: 
-Mr SMITH, of ‘Virginia, Is itin order now 
for:me to -make the statement which I desired. to 
make'some time ago? 

_. Objection. was made. 

. Mr. ASHE. I call for the regular order of 
business... 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness will be the call of the committee . 

“Reports are now in order from the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. . 

Mr. LETCHER. I wish to know whether it 
ig in order to move to reconsider the vote by 
which, my colleague’s [Mr. Mriison’s} motion 
was agreed tò? And then I wish to know whether 
it-is in order to debate that motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider is 
in order; but it is not in order to debate it at all. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, will it be in order to 
have a call of the House? $ 

The SPEAKER. Itis in order. 
| Mr. LETCHER. Then I move.a call of the 


House. 
Mr. DAWSON. I object. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House do 


now adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

“The question was taken; and there wgre—yeas 
18; neve 81. o 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


Pending the call of the roll, a message, in 

writing, was received from the President of the 
United States, by Sonex Wessrer, Esq., his 
Private Secretary. 
_ Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which thereupon received the sig- 
nature of the Speaker: 

An act to establish certain additional post roads; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones, surety for.a former postmaster at Norfolk, 
Virginia; 

An act for the relief of George M. Bentley, of 
the State of New York; and 

Joint resolution making appropriation for the 
payment to those entitled to the benefits of the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 


United States, passed August 3, 1854, voting į 


extra compensation to pages, folders, and others. 

The question recurred upon the motion that 
there be a call of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
if there ig not a message from the President upon 
the Speaker’s table? i 

The SPEAKER. There is; but there is no 

uorum present. 

Mr. JONES. That makes no difference. 

[Cries of “Read the message!”’ and ‘* Let us 
have it!”’ 

The SPEAKER. If it is the pleasure of the 
House, the Chair will present the message. 

Mr. HAVEN. 


that-we can act upon it after we have heard it. 
o Mr. JONES.. We can have a full House to- 
morrow. 

Mr. KERR. 


aoum, 
_ The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
inasmuch as the House has but just now refused 
to adjourn, and no business has since been trans- 
acted. ; 

Mr. WALSH. Can the message be read if 


any one member objects? 


The SPEAKER. It cannot, no quorum being 


present. x 
Mr. WALSH. Then I object. 
Mr. HAVEN. Idesire to hear the message 


I would inquire | 


lam very desirous’of hearing | 
the message, whatever it may be; but I do not | 
want to hear it, except under such circumstances : 


I move that the House do now | 
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|i House will adjourn to meet to-morrow at ten 


i and the House cannot make the order without. 


read; but if there is nota sufficient number here 
to’act upon it after it is read, {donot want it read 
nów, nor until.we can act upon it. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is com- 
petent for the gentlemen present to hear the mes- 

sage read, but that it would not be competent to 
act upon the message by a vote. The Chair states 
that no number less than a quorum can act at all 
legislatively. : a : 

Mr. HAVEN. Then I object to the reading 
of the message. ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that it was 
competent for the gentlemen present, if they 
choose to do so, to hear the message read; but 
that ic was not competent for them to act upon it. 

Mr. HAVEN, But I want action upon the 
message, if we hear it read; and I do not want to 
hear it unless we can act upon it. 

Mr. ORR. Under the resolution which has 
been adopted by the House to-day, providing for 
an adjournment, the House, even if there were a 
quorum present, could not act upon it after four 
o’clock to-day. 

Mr. FAULKNER. 


e read. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
message will be read; but if it is objected to, the 
Chair thinks the reading of the message would be 
legislative proceeding, and that it would be out’ 
of order, there being no quorum present. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. ‘Then I most respectfully 
take an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

We can hear without a quorum, but we cannot 


I move that the message 
b 


act. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, If a motion for a call of 
the House has not been made, I now make it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio takes prece- 
dence of the proposition of the gentleman from 
Alabama, and it will be the first thing in order, 
and the Chair does decide that less than a quorum 
cannot legislate at all. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The Chair does not appear 
to understand me. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman, and decides that the message cannot 
be read, as objection is made. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of- Ilinois. I desire to 
ask if the message cannot be read for information ? 

The SPEAKER. Unless by unanimous con- 
sént, it cannot. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire to move 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that no 
motion is in order, and that he will entertain no 
motion except for a call of the House The Con- 
stitution decides that question, and the Chair has 
no discretion in reference to the matter. + 
* Mr. WALSH. Is it in order to move to lay 
the motion that there be a call of the House 
upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, for the reason that 
it is not debatable,and nothing would be accom- 
plished by it. 

Mr. WALSH. 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Before the ques- 
tion is put upon the motion to adjourn, I desire” 
to inquire whether, if the motion be carried, the 


I move, then, that the House 


o’clock ? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. JONES. Then 1 desire to say that the 
Senate have adjourned until twelve o’clock to- 
morrow, and that if we meet at ten, we can do | 
nothing until that time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I object to the gentleman 
making an argument. 

Mr. JONES. Lam not making an argument; 1 | 
only wished to have the House understand that if | 
they meet to-morrow at ten o’clock, they must 
sit here for two hours, when it will not be possible 
for them to transact any business. I move that 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet to- 
morrow at twelve o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. There is no quorum present, 


The question was taken on Mr. Waxsu’s mo- | 
tion; and the House refused to adjourn. | 
The questionthen recurred upon the motion that 

there be a éall of the House. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I demand the yeas ard 


1 
i 


nays. 


| The yeas and nays were ordered. . 
_ The question was then taken; and decided in 
the negative—yeas 19, nays 74; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Campbell, Edmund- 
son, English, Everhart, Farley, Haven, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, 
McCulloch, Matteson, Smith Miller, Pringle, Sabin, BHihu 
Be Vashbume; John Wentworth, and Tappan Wentworth 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C, Allen, Willis Allen 
Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Ben- 
nett, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Chandler, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis 
Jobn G. Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, Dunham, Bdgerton Fen. 
ton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich 
Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks Hib- 
bard, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Letcher. 
Lilly, Lindsley, MeMullin, McNair, MeQueen, Macy May, 
Millson, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Orr, John Perkins, Phillips, 
Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Rowe, Ruffin, Shaw, Singleton, 
Skelton, Gerrit Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub” 
Nathaniel- G. Taylor, Trout, Walley, Walsh, and Wells 


4, 
So the House refused to order a call. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Thereis no quorum 
present. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and 

Thereupon (at quarter past three o'clock, p. 
m.) the House adjourned until to-morrow at ten 
o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, August 3, 1854. 
The Senate met at ten o’clock, a. m. 
On motion by Mr. GWIN, the reading of the 
Journal was dispensed with. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate postpone 
all prior orders, and proceed with the unfinished 
ag of yesterday—the naval appropriation 
bil 

Mr. MASON. I submit to the Senator, that 
as the Senate is very thinat this hour of the morn- 
ing, he had better allow us a short time to make 
reports from committees. 

The PRESIDENT. Petitions are first in order. 


PETITION. 


Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
the surviving children and heirs-at-law of Lemuel 
B. Mason, an officer in the continental line of the 
Revolutionary Army, praying to be allowed com- 
mutation pay; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. ROCKWELL, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the petition 
and papers of Thomas Sumner, copies of which papers are 
to be left on the files of the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 

Ordered, That Jonas P. Levy and José Maria Jarrero have 
leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the petition of 
Betsey W. Eve, widow of Joseph ‘Eve, praying 
to be allowed certain expenses incurred by her 
husband while chargé d’affaires to the late Repub- 
lic of Texas, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill for her relief; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Samuel A. Belden & 
Co., claimants against Mexico under the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, for losses and damages sus- 
tained from the confiscation of merchandise by the 
officials of the Republic of Mexico, praying that 
measures may be adopted to secure the payment 


i| of their claim, submitted a report, accompanied by 


a bill for their relief; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Charles D., Arfwed~- 
son, praying compensation for services as chargé 
d’affaires ad interim at the Court of Stockholm, 


|| submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 


ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of J. Balestier, praying 
remuneration for certain expenses incurred while 
special agent of the United States to southeastern 
Asia, submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 
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He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of H. Gold Rogers, 
late chargé d’affaires of the United States to Sar- | 
dinia, praying to be allowed arrears of compensa- ! 
tion, submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
waa ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred. documents in the case of J. G. 
Schwarr, late. consul of the United States at Vien- 
na, praying compensation for diplomatic services, | 
submitted a report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed; and the committee were discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of George Frasier, pray- 
ing remuneration for losses sustained in conse- 
quence of the seizure of his property, and the im- | 
prisonment of himself by the Mexican authorities 
in 1840, submitted a report thereon; which was | 
ordered to be printed; and the committee were 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the relief of W. D. Porter, of the 
United States Navy, reported it back without ; 
amendment. i 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill making ap- 
propriations for the transportation of the United į 
States mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, | 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1855, reported it back without amendment. 


REV. JAMES KING. 

Mr. ROCKWELL submitted the following | 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the Ugited States be re- 
quested to furnish, for the use of the Senate, (if not incom- 
patible with the public interests,) copies of that part of the 
correspondence, which has not been already furnished, 
between the Department of State and Mr. Marsh, our Min- 
ister to Constantinople, relative to the affairs of the Rev. 

James King. i 
GARDNER’S DICTIONARY. 

Mr. BRODHEAD submitted the following res- | 
olution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be ; 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of purchasing ——~ | 
copies of Gardner’s dictionary of the Army, for distribu- 
tion among the Senate. 

DRY-DOCK AT PENSACOLA. 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I rise for the 
purpose of making an inquiry of the chairman of į 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, [Mr. Gwy. 
Jt will be recollected that some months since 
introduced a resolution calling on that committee į 
to examine and report as to the work for build- | 
ing a dry-dock and basin at the Pensacola navy- į 
yard. A report from the Navy Department was | 
received on that subject, and referred to the 
Committee on’ Naval Affairs on my motion, but I 
believe that committee have not yet made a 
report on the subject. I wish to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
whether we are to expect a report from the com- 
mittee during this session. Whilst | am on the 
floor, | would remark, sir, that it is important 
some action should be taken by Congress upon 
the subject. It appears by the report from the | 
Department, which was submitted to the commit- 
tee, that these contractors were paid the full amount | 
of their contract price, though the work which | 
they performed was not received by the Govern- 
ment. They have by that means obtained nearly | 
a million of dollars from the public Treasury 
without the Government receiving any valuable 
consideration. Subsequently, | understand, a : 
contract was entered into with the same contract- | 
ors for building a basin for the dock in California. 
I think it is time some action may be taken by ; 
the Government in regard to the non-fulfillment | 
of the contract by these contractors, before they | 
receive any further sum of money from the Treas- | 
ury. f wish to inquire of the chairman of the | 
committee what is the state of the case? : 

Mr. GWIN. The question Wasreferred to the i 


135 


| 


Committee on Naval Affairs, and the contractors 
were required to present a response to the report 
made by the Navy Department; and also to take 
notice of the rerharks of the Senator from Florida 
when he presented the resolution which was re- 
ferred to the committee. The contractors have 
responded, in an elaborate production, which the 
committee, from the multitude of business on 
hand, have not been able to consider. I believe, 
however, it is the sense of the committee—though 
I have not asked for it, but I intend to do so 
through the day—to move to be discharged from 
its further consideration, and to have the response 
of the parties printed, in order that we may take 
effective action during the next session of Con- 
gress. 
tee—I have heard it so expressed, though not for- 
mally—that the best plan to test the question at 
law, and I think the order of the committee will 
‘be, that the Government and the contractors shall 
settle the question by judicial proceedings. I 
merely give this as my opinion, because there has 
been no formal decision of the committee. We 
have not been able to examine the facts fully at 
this late period of the session; but I believe it is 
the sense of the committee to take up the question 


‘| and examine it before it is finally disposed of. 


Mr. MORTON. ‘Myr. President: 


fore the Senate; and, therefore, debate is out of 
order. 
Mr. MORTON. 1 suppose it is perfectly in 


|| order to make inquiries of the chairman of a com- 


mittee in respect to any business before them. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion 
that it is not. 

Mr. GWIN. Then! movethat the Committee 
on Naval Affairs be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject, and that the response 
of the contractors be printed. I make the motion 
for the purpose of enabling the Senator to be heard. 

Mr. MORTON. I merely wish to make this 
suggestion: it appears from the report of the Navy 


|| Department that these contractors have received, 
if violation of law and contract, $1,000,000 from 


the public Treasury, while the matter is pending 


‘| and under investigation. I say, a stop should be 


put to their receiving any more money from the 
public Treasury. The matteris before the Naval 
Committee; and the only suggestion I thought 
proper to throw out was whether it would not be 
| well that the contractors should be estopped trom 
receiving any more money from the Treasury? 
Mr. GWIN. The charge of the Senator, that 
these parties have received money in violation of 
the contract, is emphatically denied by the con- 
tractors. They bring forward abundant evidence 
to prove that they have not violated the contract. 
That is their side of the question. They bring 
satisfactory proof of that fact, and I wish to have 
it printed. The Senator has stated his position, 
in reference to this matter. Now,! say there has 
been no violation of law, so far as I remember, 
discovered by the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
in the transaction. These parties have spoken for 
themselves. I wish the document to be printed, 
and laid before the Senate, and at the next session 


proper 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on dis- 


i! charging the Committee on Naval Affairs from 


the further consideration of the subject. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Asa member of the Com- 


|| mittee on Naval Affairs, I must say that I never 


heard any determination of theirs, formal or in- 


‘| formal, to ask to be discharged from the further 
‘| consideration of the subject. 


Mr. GWIN. LI never stated so. I said I would 
| ask it during the day. 
| that the Senator from Florida might be in order in 
| his remarks. I now withdraw it. 

| Mr. BRODHEAD. 

| the subject. 

| Mr. GWIN. I renew the motion to allow the 
| Senator to be heard. 


| Mr. BRODHEAD. The Senator from Califor- 


] nia is right in saying that the committee have not 


I believe it is the opinion of the commit- | 


The PRESIDENT. There is no question be- || 


the Senator can move any action which he thinks ; 


I made the motion merely | 


I have a word to say on |! 


had time fully to investigate the matter.. It is-a 
subject which ought to be thoroughly investigated, 
because money is constantly asked for by the Bu- 
reau of Yards and Docks to continue these dry-. 
dock operations in various parts of the country. 
I think there is no necessity for discharging the: 
committee, or printing the response of the con- 
tractors, until the action of the committee is had 
upon it. 

Mr. GWIN. I withdraw the motion. 

° PRIVATE BILLS. : 


Mr. SLIDELL. When the Senate agreed to 
meet at ten o’clock this morning, it was, as I un- 
derstood with the intention of putting on their 
passage private bills which have come from the 
House of Representatives, and have been favorably 
reported on by our committees, F presume there 
will be no attempt to pass any bill to which objec- 
tion is made or which will lead to discussion. I 
think we can get rid of some forty or fifty bills in 
the course of an hour. : 

Mr. GWIN. I consider that if we go on with 
private bills now, it will be equivalént to postpon- 
ing all the appropriation bills. 4 ' 

Mr. SLIDELL. I wish the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia to understand that I have no desire, and I 
presume nobody else has, to occupy more than 
three quarters of an hour in the consideration of 
private bills. 

Mr. GWIN. Then [ have no objection. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ac- 
cordingly proceeded to consider private bills from 
the House of Representatives, as stated below: 

JOHN FRINK. 

Mr. RUSK. The Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to whom was referred the bill of 
the House of Representatives, for the relief, of 
John Frink, have instructed me to report it back, 
and recommend its passage. I ask that it may be 
now considered. f 

There being no objection the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill asin Committee of the Whole. 
Its object is to authorize the Postmaster General 
to pay to John Frink $750, the amount of two fines 
wrongfully imposed on him in the third and fourth 
quarters of the year 1839, and deducted from his 

ay for carrying the mail on route 2811, from 
Fo iet to Danville Illinois. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
| third time, and passed. i 

SCHOOL TOWNSHIP IN OHIO. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. . Fam instructed by the 
Committee on Publie Lands, to report back with- 
out amendment, House bill for the relief of the 
civil township of Marion, in the county of Mer- 
cer, Ohio, and to ask for its consideration now. 

“By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

It proposes to authorize the trustees of the civil 
township of Marion, county of Mercer, Ohio, to 
select out of the unsold lands of the United States 
‘in that State, one section, of land for school pur- 
| poses, in lieu of section sixteen, to which the 

township is entitled by acts of Congress, _ 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
! third time, and passed. 
| W. D. PORTER. 
Mr. MASON. I am directed by the Commit- 
| tee on Foreign Relations to report back, without 
| amendment, House bill for the relief of W. D. 
| Porter, of the United States Navy. A similar bill 
| 
t 
[i 


passed the Senate atthe last session, and again at 
this session. It is really an urgent case, and I 
i hope the Senate will pass the bill at once. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
|| mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
i bill. 

i) The bill provides for the settlement of the ac- 
; counts of Lieutenant W. D. Porter, of the Nivy: 
li for moneys expended by him in defraying the 
| expenses of bringing Amin Bey and suite to the 
|! United States, in compliance with the request of 
i| the Hon. G. P. Marsh, United States Minister 


TH 
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„At Constantinople; the amount not to exceed 
$2,024: 32. $ 2a ae ae 
*Lieuténant Porter, then at Genoa in command 
of the United States storeship Erie, and about 
‘to return home, received a letter from the Hon. 
George P. Marsh, Minister. resident of the 
United States at Constantinople, dated the 20th of 
May; 1850, requesting him to receive Amin Bey 
and his attendants on board his ship, and to bring 
them to the United States; in’ which letter the 
minister says that the visit was made onjthe sug- 
gestion of the American legation, and under the 
proffer of a free passage for Amin Bey and his 
attendants, in any public ship of the United States 
about to return home; and further, that he doubts 
_ not the “ Government will reimburse you for any 
expense to which you may be subjected by afford- 
ing him a passage.” 
n compliance with this request, Amin Bey, 
with his attendants, including Mr. John P. 
Brown, as dragoman, were received on board the 
Erie, at Genoa, on the 5th of July, and landed at 
New York on the 13th of September, 1850. The 
mission was treated as one of sufficient. conse- 
uence to the United States, by our minister at the 
Turkish court, to warrant the responsibility he 
assumed in giving the invitation, and tendering a 
passage in a public ship; a step fully justified by 
Congress, in the appropriation subsequently of a 
large sum of money to defray the expenses of 
Amin Bey while in this country. The commit- 
tee are satisfied, from their inquiries, that the pe- 
culiar national habits of this guest of the ship Erie 
must have subjected its commander to expenses 
exceeding those of an ordinary guest having a 
like retinue; and, although far the larger part of 
the expenditures made are sustained by vouchers, 
they deem it just to admit some of the charges 
for which, under the circumstances, strict vouch- 
ers could not be obtained. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


M’ VEA AND M’KNEELY. 


Mr. SLIDELL. As there have already been 
three deviations from the regular course of busi- 
ness, Í hope the Senate will now indulge me in 
taking up House bill ‘for the relief of John 
McVea and John F. McKneely, of Louisiana. 1 
had intended not to ask for any preference, but 
as other bills have been taken out of the regular 
order, I hope this will be. 

By unanimous consent, the bill was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides that, upon the return to the land of- 
fice at Greensburg, Louisiana, of plats of surveys, 
duly approved by the Surveyor General, of town- 
ship three south of range one west, and to wnship 
three south of range one east, it shall be lawful 
for John McVea and John F. McKneely to enter, 
at $1 25 per acre, the: one thousand acre tract 
which they have long held in possession and cul- 
tivation, and which is represented as covering 
parts of sections one, two, eleven, and twelve, in 
township three south of range one west, and parts 
of sections six, seven, thirteen, and eighteen, 8f 
township three south of range one east, in the 
Greensburg land district, Louisiana; but the entry 
is to be according to the legal subdivisions of the 
public lands, and to embrace the land actually cul- 
tivated and inclosed by them, as near as may 
be, and not to the prejudice of any valid advetse 
rights, if any exist, to any part of the land. 

It appears that Thomas Scott, the father-in-law 
of the memorialists, verbally contracted in 1829 or 
1830 with John McVea, senior, for about one 
-thousand acres of land inthe parish of East Feli- 
ciana, Louisiana. John McVea, senior, repre- 
sented himself as authorized to sell the land as 
agent of one Corcoran, the supposed owner, then 
residing in the city of New Orleans. Scott was to 
have titleas soon as the agent should obtain ade- 
quate authority from the reputed owner, to make 
the conveyance. In 1830, Scott took possession 
of the land, and made considerable improvements. 
Soon after the verbal agreement was made, the 
agent of the reputed owner died, aud no convey- 
ance to Scott was ever executed. Scott entered 
upon the land under the belief that he should ulti- 
mately obtain title. After Scott had been in pos- 
session for some years, he made a donation of the 
land to the memorialists. About fifteen years ago 

. . ad 
the memorialist, McVea, entered into possession 


aoe 


* 


of the land; and about five years thereafter, Mc- 
Kneely, the other memorialist, joined him in the 
|-océupation, and they have continued to occupy it 


and valuable improvements on the land, and have 
erected thereon a sugar-house, machinery, &c., 
valued at $15,000. They have had under inclos- 
ure, for ten years, about one thousand acres. The 
reputed owner of the land’ died soon after his 
agent, and it turns out that the land belonged to 
the United States. ‘The public lands in that vicin- 
ity, embracing the premises in question, have 
been surveyed, but these premises have been with- 
held from sale, ‘in order that the claim of the me- 
morialists may be adjusted. 

The memorialists set forth that under the sur- 
vey, some fragments of quarter sections fell out- 
side of their inclosures, and that upon such frag- 
ments persons have been disposed to make settle- 
ments, in hopes of ultimately holding the greater 
portion of quarter sections within their inclosures. 
They pray for the passage of a law allowing them 
to purchase the land inclosed by them, not ex- 
ceeding one thousand acres, at $1 25 an acre. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


INDIANA BONDS. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 
dulge me by taking up Senate bill ‘* to provide for 
the surrender of certain. bonds of the State of In- 
diana, held by the United States.” It was intro- 
duced as early as the second week of the session. 
it has heretofore passed the Senate three times, 
but failed in the House for want of time. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 


Finance, with an amendment, to strike out ail 
after the enacting clause, and insert the following: 

That the heads of the Departments who have them in 
charge, be, aud they are hereby, authorized to surrender to 
the State of Indiana the bonds of the said Siate held by the 
United States, (not including bank bonds,) and to receive 
in lieu thereof the new certificates of stock to be issued 
under, and by virtue of, an act of the Legislature of the 
State of Indiana to provide for the funded debt of said 
State, and approved the 27th day of January, 1847, the said 
bonds to he exchanged for the said egrtiticates of stock : 
Provided, That the new certificates ofstock to be received 
iu exchange forsaid bonds so surrendered, shall be held by 
the said heads of Departments on the same account, and 
in the same manner, and for the same purposes, as the said 
Indiana bonds are now held. 

In an arrangement of the State of Indiana with 
her creditors, she surrendered to them the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal for one half of her public 
debt, with an agreement on the part of the bond- 
holders that the canal should be completed to 
Evansville, on the Ohio river, to be managed 
by three.trustees, two on the part of the bond- 
holders, and one on the part of the State. The 
old bonds of the State were to be taken up, and 
new bonds were to be issued; and on one half the 
amount the revenues of the State were to be ap- 
plied for the punctual payment of the interest, and 
the ultimate redemption of the principal; and for 
the other half, canal bonds were to be issued, 
having for their bases the Wabash and Erie canal, 
which is now fully completed, uniting the waters 
of Lake Erie with those of the Ohio river. The 
Government is now asked to be as liberal to the 
State of Indiana as her foreign creditors have 
been. 

The amendment of the committee was agreed 
to, the bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to ask the Senator 
from indiana what will be the difference to the 
Government between the old and new stock? 

Mr. BRIGHT. The stock which the Govern- 
iment now holds is worth nothing, as the law 
stands. Under the arrangement proposed by the 
Committee on Finance, the Government will get 
stock worth, at once, half the par value, and which 
will, prospectively, be worth the other half. As 
it is, the Governmentgets nothing. There wasa 


(Mr. Crayron,]in 1848, which fully explains the 
whole matter. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
eading, read a third time, and passed. 
JAMES WALSH. 


Mr. WELLER. I hope the bills will now be 
taken up regularly in their order. 


to the present time. They have made extensive | 


it had been reported back from the Committee on. 


long report made by the Senator from Delaware, | 


I must ask the Senate to in- |; 


| disability. 


The PRESIDENT. The first House private 
bill on the Calendar is one for the relief of James 
Walsh,.which has been reported from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of James Walsh, of the District of Co- 
lumbia, upon the roll of invalid pensioners, at the 
rate of eight dollars per month, to commence on 
the. lst day of January, 1854, and to continue 
during his natural life. 

James Walsh proves to have been in the service 
of the United States as a private soldier from the 
6th of December, 1836, until May 4, 1849, with 
the exception of a few months, at each expiration 
of his time he was honorably discharged, except 
on one occasion, he is reported as under ordinary 
disability, which continued only one month and 
nine days. He also proves that at the battle of 


| Molino del Rey, in Mexico, September 8, 1847, 
i he was wounded in the left foot by a shot, which 


now renders him, as appears by the certificate of 
Surgeon Wotherspoon, of the United States Army, 
entirely incapacitated from earning his livelihood 
by manual labor, and he is now an inmate of the 


| military asylum in the District of Columbia. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


JESSE R. FAULKNER. 

House bill for the relief of Jesse R. Faulkner, 
of Missouri, reported from the Committee on 
Pensions, was next considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Jesse R. Faulkner, of Missouri on 
the pension roll of the United States, at the rate of 
eight dollars per month, during his natural life, 
commencing January 1, 1854. 

Faulkner was aeprivate in Captain Burwell’s 
company of Virginia militia during the fall of 
1814, and while on a scouting party on or about 


i the first of November, 1814, between Snowden’s 
| Iron Works and Annapolis, in the State of Mary- 


land, the party was fired on by a party of British, 
and Jesse was wounded slightly in the hip, and 
badly in the kn@; the wound in the hip got nearly 
well, but the knee has been crippled ever since, 
and grows worse when exercised, producing total 
He is a man of good character, is 
poor and needs aid, and calls upon his Govern- 
ment for it. 

The bill was reported ‘to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


HENRY N. HALSTED. 

The next private bill of the House of Repre- 
sentatives on the Calendar, was one for the relief 
of Henry N. Halsted, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BROWN. I will suggest that the reading 
of the bill is unnecessary, unless it is especially 
called for. It unnecessarily consumes time in 
these pension bills. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I wish to have the bills read. 
T do not think we should be called upon to pass 
these bills without reading them, though the 
Fouse may have passed one hundred in a bunch. 

The bill was read. It proposessto direct the 
Secretary of War to place the name of Henry N. 
Halsted on the roll of invalid pensioners, at the 
rate of four dollars per month, commencing Jan- 
uary 1, 1845, and continuing during his natural 


i| life. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to know why 
this man should be an exception to all other citi- 
zens of the United States. Why should he be 
allowed four dollars a month? There does not 
seem to beany reason for it at all, 

Mr. WELLER. The bill requires the Secre- 
tary of War to pay thispension. }t should be the 
Secretary of the Interior, for he now has charge 
of the subject. I do not see how it can be paid at 
the War Department; bat I will not propose an 
amendment, for fear it might defeat the bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Let the report be read. I 
wish to know why this money is to be paid. 

The Secretary then read the report; from which 
it appears that Halsted was in the service of the 
United States, in the year 1814, in a company 
comtmanded by Captain John `G. Weaver, of the 
New York militia, atSackett’s Harbor. His ser- 
vice commenced on the 22d of August, 1814, and 
ended on the 9th. of November following, when 


1854. 
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he was regularly discharged on account of sick- 
ness. His sickness was the camp disorder, and 
produced the piles in an aggravated manner, and 
has continued until the present time, and it has 
disabled and enfeebled him very much. 

The report contains a statement of many depo- 
sitions te prove the disability of Halsted, and 
that it resulted from his military service. 

Mr. TOOMBS, All I have to say is, that if 
there be a word of truth in the report, this man 
could have got his pension long since at the Pen- 
sion Office. f suppose from his not getting it 
there, the statements are not true. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 

BENJAMIN HAMMOND. 

House bill for the relief of Benjamin Hammond, 
of the State of New York, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place Hammond’s name on the 
invalid pension roll, at eight dollars a month from 
January 1, 1854, to continue during bis natural 
ife. 

Mr. TOOMBS called for the reading of the re- 
port; and it was accordingly read. 

Hammond was a sergeant in Captain Badger’s 
company, in the artillery regiment commanded by 
Colonel Thom, in the war of 1812. Upon one 
occasion the colonel was informed that two men, 
suspected of being spies, had been in the camp, 
and-had escaped. He ordered Hammond to take 
a sufficient force, follow, and, if possible, secure 
then The pursuit was made in the night, and 
in the woods; and he, in the discharge of this 
duty, fell, and the bone of his right thigh was 
fractured, and he was otherwise injured. The 
injury compelled him to leave “the service. He 
secured the best surgical treatment at his com- 
mand, but the injured thigh was but partially re- 
stored. fHehaseversincebeenlame. The broken 
limb is much decayed, and so worthless that he 
goes upon crutches, : 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

JAMES M. LEWIS. 

The next P 
for the relief of James M. Lewis, the object of 
which is to place his name upon the pension rolls 
of the United States, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, from the Ist of January, 1850, to con- 
tinue during his natural life. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I wish to hear the report in 
that case. 

Mr. RUSK. I would suggest that we pass 
over all the bills where the reading of the report 


is called for, and take them up afterwards. There | 


are some bills about which there can be no ques- 
tion, but if all the reports be read we shall never 
reach them. 

The PRESIDENT. If such be the sense of 
the Senate, this bill will be passed over. 

Mr. CHASE. l object to that. 

Mr. RUSK. 
the reading of a report is called for the bill be laid 


id hat we may get through with those bills |; es 
aside; ROE ys = | Snhject to private entry, at any land office in the United | 


| Bates, or the Territories thereof, in full of their respective | 
i€ aims for money paid Charles Tyler, register of the Jand | 


to which ther@is no objection. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I think we ought to know 
what these bills are. 1 wish to hear the reports 
on all of them. 


Mr. RUSK. Then the Senator has no confi- |, 


dence in the committees? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have no want of confidence 
in them, but I must vote for myself. I do not 
allow them to do legislation for me. E have no 
right to let them doit. T must vote for myself. 

Mr.RUSK. ThenIunderstand the Senator to 
eall for the reading of all these reports. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Every one. 

Mr. RUSK. Then I cannot save time, and I 
withdraw my motion. 

‘The Secretary read the reportin this case, from 
which it appears that the petitioner was in military 
service, under the command of General Jackson, 
for two years, and took part in the battles on the 
southern frontier, where he received wounds, and 
subsequently, in carrying an express from the 


army to Nashville, was thrown from his horse, į 


and so severely injured asto amount to total disa- 
bility. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


rivate bill from the House was one | 


I make the motion, that when į 


| 
n 
{ 


-of May 4, 1852, to be deducted therefrom. 


j land, out of any lands subject to private entry, at 


i fordsville, Indiana 


| enacting clause, and insert: 


|i hereby, each authorized to enter, free of cost, except the 


| of purchasing the northeast quarter of the south- } 
| west quarter of section five, in township twenty- | 


| Charles Tyler, told him to leave the money 


; duly entered, so soon as the office of receiver was | 
| filled. The petitioner being not well versed in | 


| provements, for ten years, when he was informed | 


ii his money, and that he had no title whatever for 


JAMES K. WELCH. 

House bill to provide a pension for James K. || 
Welch, was next considered by the Senate, as in jj 
Committee of the Whole. It provides that James || 
K. Welch, of Falton county, New York, who }: 
lost his eye-sight while in the service of the United | 
States, in the line of his duty, be placed upon the 
pension roll, at eight dollars per month from the | 
1st of January, 1854, to continue during his natu- | 
ral ite, 

Welch enlisted in the service of the United į 
States in February, 1846, as a private in company 
K, of the sixth regiment of infantry, of the regu- | 
lar Army. While at Vera Cruz, about 8th June, 
in 1846, exposed to drilling and much fatigue in 
the heat of the sun, he became sun-struck, and was 
put under charge of the surgeon. He, becoming 
worse, was put in the hospital at Vera Cruz, an 
remained there about two months. His right eye 
went out the second day, and the left in nine days; | 
and he has ever since been totally blind. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

ALBRO TRIPP. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the further relief of Albro Tripp was considered 
by the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Albro Tripp upon the invalid pension 
roll, at the rate of ten dollars per month, in lieu of 
the four dollars per month to which he is entitled 
under the law passed May 4, 1852, to commence 
the 1st of December, 1851, and continue during his 
natural life, the sum he has received under the act 


i 


The bill of the Thirty-Second Congress, by vir- | 
tue of which Mr. Tripp was placed on the pen- |! 
sion list, was based upon his being a private, and 
enacted that he receive four dollars per month, the 
half pay of a private; whereas, on examination, it 
has been discovered that his grade of captain was 
overlooked, which fact would have entitled him to 
the half pay ofa captain. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

HENRY LEWIS AND MOSES PETET. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to the consideration of House bill for 
the relief of Henry Lewis, of Clinton county, | 
Indiana. 

The bill, as it passed the House, proposed to | 
authorize Henry Lewis to enter, free of cost, ex- 
cept the fees to the land officers, forty acres of | 


any land office in the United States, or the Terri- | 
tories thereof, in full of his claim for money paid | 
Charles Tyler, register of the land office at Craw- 

» the 18th of January, 1837, 


being fifty dollars. 
The Committee on Private Land Claims re- 
ported an amendment to strike out all after the 


That Henry Lewis, of Clinton county, Indiana, and | 
Moses Petet, of Parke county, Indiana, be, and they are 


fees to the land officers, forty acres of land, out of any lands | 


office at Crawfordsville, Indiana. in the month of January, | 
1837, the amount thereof being fifty dollars each. 

Henry Lewis, on the 18th January, 1837, went |; 
to the Crawfordsville land office, for the purpose | 


three north of range one west. At that time the | 
office of receiver of public moneys was tempo- i 
rarily vacant; but the register of the land office, i} 


with him, and he would see that the land was | 


such things, and supposing one land officer as | 
responsible as another, left his money, fifty dollars, 


with Tyler, and took from him a receipt. |j- 


Tyler marked the land as entered on the plats 
in his office. The petitioner, believing that he! 
had in fact purchased it, took possession of it, | 
and remained in possession, making valuable im- | 


that his land had been purchased by Rufus A. Í 
Lockwood. He then bad a full investigation of 


the land; but that the, title was fully invested in 
Lockwood, to whom he surrendered. possession. 
At the tint Tyler received the money, and from 
that time to the present, he has been: notoriously. 
insolvent. . ` re EN 
_The committee find that the case of Petet-ig 
similar, and therefore report the amendment; -+7 

The amendment of the committee was agreed 
to; the bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred: in. The 
amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the 
bill to be read a third time. It was read a third 
time, and passed, and the title was amended, so as 
to read: “A bill for the relief of Henry Lewis 
and Moses Petet.” 

i HENRY J. SNOW. 

House bill ‘for the relief of Henry J. Snow, 
of Rome, in the State of New York,” was next 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

it directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of H. J. Snow on the roll of invalid 
pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
to commence on the Ist of January, 1854, and 
continue during his natural life. j 

In April, 1853, the petitioner was employed. by. 
the officer. in command at the military ‘post at 
Rome, in the State of New York, to load and dis- 
charge guns on the occasion of the death of the 
Hon. William R. King, Vice President. of the 
United States; and while so employed, by: the 
premature discharge of one of the guns, his right 
arm was torn off, his right eye destroyed, and he 
was otherwise injured. The accident occurred 
without fault or negligence on the part of*the pe- 


| titioner, who is but thirty-seven years of age, and 


has a wife and five children dependent on him for 
support. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object to the second reading 
of that bill. 

The PRESIDENT, It has been read a second 
time, and is now before the Senate as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and open to amendment, 

Mr. TOOMBS. Then I object to its passage 
to-day. The bill has to be read three several 
times on three several days, unless it be dispensed 
with by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDENT. It has been read a first 
and second time. ’ 

Mr., TOOMBS. Then I object to its third 
reading to-day, under the rules of the Senate. > 

The PRESIDENT. It has been read a first 
and second time, and is now before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole. If no amendments 
be proposed, it will be reported to the Senate, and 
the question will be on its third reading. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I am opposed to this bill. 
This man was not in the military service of the 
United States; but was a person in civil life, em- 
ployed to fire cannon in funeral honors. To give 
him a pension for life is violating: all principle. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, at the station 
at Rome, in the State of New York, there was an 
officer in command of the post, with no troops. 
He received from the War Department instruc- 
tions to fire a salute in honor of the Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, on the occasion of his 
death. In pursuance of that command, which he 
could not disobey, he employed this person, who 
was experienced in the performance of that duty. 
{ trust the Senate will pass the bill. p 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President-—— 

‘` The PRESIDENT. The motion to lay on the 
table is not debatable. 

Mr. CLAY. I merely wish to suggest to the 
Senator from New York that this bill is obnoxious 
to all the objections which he urged the other day 
against the Batchelder case. 

. The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion that the bill be ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yess 18, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bright, Butler, Caas 
Chase, Clay. Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Johnson, Jones of 
Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, Stuart, 
Toombs, and Weller—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Brodhead, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Fessenden, Foot, 
Geyer, Gwin, James, Jones of Towa, Malory, Morton, 
Pettit, Rusk, Seward, Sumner, and Walker—19. 

So the Senate refused to order the bill to lie on 
the table. 


ail the facts, and found that Tyler had pocketed 


It was then read a third time, and passed. 
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ELE SUSPENSION. OF RULES. 
-` Mr. BRIGHT. :I move to suspend the 16th 
joint rule for the purpose of allowing the bill, 
which was passed this morning, to provide for 
the surrender of certain. bonds of the State of In- 
diana held by the United States, ™ to be sent to:the 
House: of. Representatives to-day. 

Mr RUSK: ; It- would be better to.make the 
motion general; soas to apply to such bills as may 
be passed duringthe day. . 
Mr. BRIGHT.” Ihave no obj 

‘Mr. SUMNER. . As that is a joint rule, should 
it: not.be suspended ‘in accordance with the House? 

Mr. RUSK. It only requires the action of the 
Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. In accordance with the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from Texas, I modify my 
Motion so as to read: 

Resolved, That the 16th and 17th joint rules, for such | 
bills as have passed, or may pass during this session, be | 
Suspended for the residue of the session, 

The rules which are proposed to be suspended 
are as follows: 


«<6. No bill that shall have passed one House, shall be | 
sent for concurrence to the other on either of the three last 
days of the session. 

«17. No bill or resolution that shall have passed the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, shall be presented 
to the President of the United States for his approbation, 
on the last day of the session.” 


The resolution was agreed to. 
ATMOSPHERIC TELEGRAPH. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That one thousand additional copies of the re- 
port of te sclect committee on the subject of Richardson’s 
proposed atmospheric telegraph, be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had approved and signed, 
on the 2d instant, the following bills: 

An act to constitute Tuscumbia, in the State of Í 
Alabama, a port of delivery, and for other pur- 
poses; 

An act constituting Madison, in the State of 
Indiana, a port of delivery; i 

An act crenting a collection district in Texas | 
and New Mexico; 

; An act to establish a port of delivery at, Lake 
Port, on Lake Pontchartrain, and for other pur- 
0869; 
P An act to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation#herein 
mentioned, and to confirm the title of Charles G. 
: Gunter thereto; and 

An act to provide for the accommodation of the 
courts of the United States in the district of Mas- 
sachusetts, and in the cities of New York and 
Philadelphia. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKuan, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the House insisted on their disa- 
greement to certain amendments of the Senate to 
the bill making appropriations for the civil and / 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855, insisted on by the 
Senate; and insisted on theiramendments tocertain | 
other amendments of the Senate to the said bill | 
which had been disagreed to by the Senate; that 
they agreed to the conference asked by the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two ELouses on the | 
said bill, and had appointed Mr. Hovusron, of | 
Alabama, Mr. Haven, of New Yorn, and Mr. 
Hewpricss, of Indiana, managers on their part. | 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the |! 
bill from the House of Representatives, ‘making’! 
appropriations for the naval service for the year ‘| 
ending the 30th of June, 1855,” which had been || 
reported from the Committee on Finance, without | 
amendment, i 

Mr. GWIN. in order to facilitate business, 1 | 
propose that the bill be reported to the Senate, and 
that the amendments be then offered, 


Mr. STUART and Mr. CHASE objected to 
that mode of proceeding. i 


ection to that, 


f 
| 
i 
| 


| 
j 
f 
i 
fi 
{ 


“ Mr. GWIN. T havea numberof amendments | 
to offer from the Gommittee on Naval Affairs. The | 
first is to insert after the appropriation for the | 


|| one just adopted the following : 


Memphis navy-yard the following; | 


Navy- Yard-at San Francisco.—Forcontinuing the black- 
smith shop, the carpenter shop, storehouse, wharf, offi- 
cers’ quarters, and other works, $200,000. 

This is merely a continuation of an appropria- 
tion made last year. The estimate of the Depart- 
ment. was upwards of a million of dollars, and 
the cammittee on naval affairs recommend but 
$200,000; being $850,000 less than the estimate. 

Mr. PEARCE. I shall make no objection to | 
this amendment; for I suppose it is perfectly 
proper, if we are at this time to make any ap- 
propriations for the navy-yard ‘at San Francisco; 
but I will remark, that theappropriations made in 
this bill for navy-yards and magazines at different 

oints already amount to nearly a million of dol- | 
ars. If the Senate think proper, at this time, 
to add $200,000 more for the navy-yard at San 
Francisco, I shall make no objection; for Í sup- ; 

ose at some future time it will be necessary to 
ete a naval establishment there; but whether it 
is advisable now to add this amendment to the | 
very large amount of appropriations already con- 
tained in the bill, is a question for the Senate to 
decide; I simply wished to call their attention to 
the facts. 


Mr. GWIN. The Government has already || 


expended $100,000 for purchasing a site, and re- 
moving all obstacles for the purpose of establish- 
ing a navy-yard there. It appropriated $100,000 
at the last session of Congress for the commence- 
ment of the work. This sum of $200,000 is to 
enable us to go on. If we are ever to havea navy- j 
yard there at all, it is time that we should make | 
something like a respectable commencement. 
Mr.SEWARD. I think that if weare to have 
navy-yards anywhere, San Francisco is the proper | 
place for one. We have nothing in the shape of | 
a navy-yard, or any preparation for naval defense ! 
on that coast, where it is now so necessary when, | 
we are opening a new commerce with all the East. | 


I hope the amendment will be agreed to. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. GWIN. I am further instructed by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, to offer this amend- 
ment, to come in after the provision for pay of 
superintendents, naval constructors, and all the | 
civil establishments of the several navy-yards and | 
stations: 

That at the navy-yard at San Francisco, the pay of the 
commander shall be $3,500 per annum; the pay of one 
storekeeper, $3,500 ; one civil engineer, $4,000; one drafts- 
man, who shall be clerk to engineer, 2,000 ; one clerk to 
the storekeeper, $2,000; one navy agent, $4,000; one 
clerk to navy agent, $2,000. 

These salaries are recommended by the Navy 
ee as necessary at that navy-yard. 

he amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. The next amendment of the; 


Committee on Naval Afairs is to insert after the | 


That in settling the accounts of the late navy agent at 
Memphis, the sum of $2,964 59, already received by him 
and passed to his credit upon the books of the Treasury 
Department previous to the passage of the act making ap- 
propriations for the naval service for the year ending June 
30, 1853, shall not be deducted trom his salary as acting 
purser provided for by the said act. 


Mr. STUART. I should like to have some i 


elucidation of this. Here is an express direction | 
to the accounting officers of the Treasury to allow | 


this man this sum of money. Now, we have gone | 
on from time to time exculpating men from liabili- | 
ties to the Government without ever fully consid- | 
ering what we were doing. This case may be 
one in which the Government of the United States | 
ought to relinquish this amount; but simply say- 
ing it ought to be doneis certainly not satisfactory 
to the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator will give way, he | 
can have an explanation which, I suppose, will | 
remove his objection. 

Mr. STUART. I shall be glad to hear it. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, Mr. Perrin, : 
for whom this amendment is proposed, is a con- | 
stituent of one of the members of the Committee | 
on Naval Affairs, the Senator from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Bexu.] I have looked into the case, and [|| 
will state itas I understand it. Mr. Perrin was || 
navy agent at Memphis, and while navy agent :! 
served three years, A purser at that station was | 


| entitled to receive $2,000 a year; but there being jl 


none there, Perrin was ordered by the Secretary i 


of the Navy to assume and execute the duties of | 


urser, and he did so. Thereupon there were || 
arge contracts made for work, labor, and materials |! 


| sions as navy agent. 


|| receive the pay of a purser. 


to be expended at Memphis; but instead of making 
the drafts payable at Memphis, which would have 
given the percentage to the pursur there, they were 
made payable at Boston, so that he got no per- 
centage though he did all the duties of purser other- 
wise. Subsequently, Mr. Graham, Secretary of 
the Navy, insisted on his performing the service, 


! and said he would send a resolution to Congress 


by which he should get the pay of a purser. He 
did get that. pay, $2,000a year. Previous to that, 
he had executed the duties of navy agent; and his 
commissions for that service amount to the sum 
stated in theamendment. When he presented his 
accounts, they allowed him his salary as purser 
but all the commissions which he earned as navy 
agent were struck out. The committee thought it 
unjust, and therefore reported this amendment. 

Mr. STUART. I understand the statement, 
then, to be that he received full pay as navy agent 
during a certain period, and at a subsequent period 
he received pay as a purser inthe Navy; and now 
it is proposed to go back of this, and pay him as 
i navy agent, and as purser also. That is.con- 
trary to the policy and the law of the United 
| States. I think it wrong in principle. 

Mr. MALLORY. The Senator has not under- 
stood the explanation. Mr. Perrin’ had earned 
| this sum of money, and it was due and payable 
to him. When he was called upon to perform 
the duties of purser, these commissions were all 
! earned for three years services. He had paid 
himself; but when he came to settle his accounts, 
they allowed him, instead of his pay as navy 
agent, only the pay of purser, whereas hegper- 
' formed the duties of both stations, with th®ex- 
| press understanding that he was to be paid. 
| Mr. STUART. I understand it. This man 
; was navy agent, and, as navy agent, received the 
pay due to him as such, 


Mr. BELL. Allow me to say to the honor- 


| able Senator, that the sum of over $2,900 now in 
question, is the only amount he ever received for 
four years’ service as navy agent. He never got 
one cent besides, either as salary or commission. 
The honorable Senator is totally mistaken in his 
view of the case. If Mr? Perrin be not allowed 
this sum, he will not receive one cent for acting 


|| four years as navy agent. 


Mr, STUART. Let me inquire of the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee whether, as. navy agent, he 
was not entitled to a certain amount of pay? 

Mr. BELL. Commissions to the amount of 
$2,900 were received by him for the expenditures 
at the navy-yard for three years prior to the pas- 
sage of the act of 1853. That act allowed him 
$2,000 a year, as acting purser at the yard. Then 
the difficulty has arisen with the accounting offi- 


ij cers as to whether he should be allowed commis- 


I think there ought to beno 
difficulty; but the officers have deducted all he re- 
ceived for the whole service, as navy agent, for 
three years—-$2,900—from his allowance as pur- 
ser. That is the true state of the case. 

Mr. PEARCE. J understand’ the fact to be 
this: This gentleman was navy agent, and, as 
such, like all other navy agents, he was entitled 
to no compensation, except what he derived from 
commissions on his disbursements? There have 


| been cases where navy agents have been in office 
|| for a considerable time, without receiving a cent; 


as, for example, in California, some years ago, 
great complaint was made about having a navy 
agent there, and allowing him to receive the emol- 
aments of the office, when, in fact, he never dis- 
bursed a dollar and never received a cent commis- 
sion. It is, therefore, not an unusual thing for a 
navy agent to receive small compensation for 
making small disbursements. 1 understand this 
gentleman, in consequence of performing duties 


He did not receive 
pay as a navy agent, but received the pay of a 


| ordinarily performed by a purser, was allowed to 


F . 

| purser, which was twice as much at least; and I 
i 

H 

| 


understand he has received more money for the 


| services performed than $2,900. 


Mr. MALLORY. The honorable Senator is 
mistaken, and I think in a few words I can make 
the case so clear that he cannot misapprehend it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I should like to know if the 
Secretary of the Navy has recommended this ap- 
propriation ? 

Mr. MALLORY. Not-that I am aware of; 
but the committee who have investigated the syub- 
ject do recommend it, 


Fi 
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Mr. PEARCE. I hope it will not be passed 
now. Why not bring it forward: às a separate 
bill, and give us time to look into it. ; 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish to give the Senator 
an explanation. He has mistaken the facts, and Í 
wish to show him what the facts really are. 

Mr. PEARCE.. Before the Senator goes on, I 
will make this point: I look on this as a private 
claim, and it seems to me, therefore, to be excluded 


from this appropriation bill, according to ourrules. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WALKER 
in the ehair. That is the opinion of the Chair, 
and has been since the amendment was presented. 

Mr. BELL. The amendment does not require 
the appropriation of a cent of money. This sum 
of $2,900 has been already paid to this gentleman, 
and not a cent is required to beappropriated from 
the Treasury. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
inquire if the Senator from Maryland makes the 
point.of order? . 

Mr. PEARCE, I suppose it to be a private 
claim; but I will look at it again and see. 

Mr. BELL. It is declaratory of the act of 


1853. 

Mr. STUART. I thinkthere can be no doubt 
that it is a private claim. 
_ Mr. PEARCE. Isee by the amendment that 
it requires the sum of $2,900 shall not be deducted 
from this gentleman’s pay as acting purser. Al- 
though it does not actually appropriate any money 
out of the Treasury, it in effect does the same 
thing; and I think, therefore, my point is a proper 


ng 

Mr. BELL. The amendment is declaratory of 
the opinion of Congress upon the effect of the act 
of 1853, and makes no appropriation. It is only 
to provide that the amount which this gentleman 
received as navy agent at Memphis for four years 
shall not be taken from him, and he shall not be 
compelled to pay it to the Government. The hon- 
orable Senator from Maryland said it was very 
usual for navy agents to havenothing to do. Why, 
sir, there were large expenditures during the time 
that this gentleman was acting as navy agent at 
Memphis. Then considerable appropriations 
were being made for that yard. I believe $136,000 
were appropriated at the last Congress; and, if all 
the appropriations had passed through his hands, 
he would have received $6,000 as navy agent, in- 
stead of $2,900. 

Mr. PEARCE. I am loth to interrupt the 
Senator, but the point of. order has been raised, 


and decided by the Chair; and it is, therefore, | 


unnecessary to go into the merits of the claim. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. TheChair has 
intimated that it was his opinion that this was a 
private claim; but, as he is only a temporary 
occupant of the chair, he will submit the question 
to the decision of the Senate. 
| Mr.GWIN. I think the question israised too 
ate. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The question, 
when raised, has to be considered. There has 
been no vote on the amendment, and therefore it 
cannot be toolate. The Chair will not decide the 
question. He will merely give his opinion, and 
submit the question tothe Senate. Those who 
are of opinion that this isa private claim, and 
therefore excluded by the rules, will say ‘ Aye;” 
those of a contrary opinion will say * No.” 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
decided to be a private claim, and therefore ex® 
cluded under the rules. 

Mr.GWIN. The next amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs is to strike out the follow- 
ing clause: 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the salary 
of Professor James P. Expy for the current fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1855, $2,000; the payment to be made in the 
same manner, and under the like control, as former appro. 
priations for meteorological observations. 

Mr. PEARCE. The object of this amendment 
is to strike out the appropriation for the salary of 
Professor Espy, engaged in meteorological ser- 
vice under the direction of the Navy Department. 
This gentleman has been engaged inthis business 
for several years. I do not recollect when it be- 
gan; but I know that in 1846 an appropriation was 
made for the purpose, though it was omitted by 
mistake in the bill of that year. In 1847 another 

“appropriation was made of this sum of money, to 


be applied to his use in the prosecution of meteor- | 


ological researches, under the direction of the 


Navy Department. So it has continued from year 
toyear. I have heard no reason assigned by any 
committee for striking out this appropriation. 1 
i| should like to hear some reason assigned for it 
before I go any further. I hear none. 

Mr. MALLORY. If the Senator will take his 
seat, [ think I can give him a reason. 

Mr. PEARCE. Very well, sir; I shall be glad 
to hear it. : < 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, there arè a 
great many abuses existing in the organization 
and expenditures of the Navy. They come be- 
fore us every day. And the Committee on Naval 
Affairs would be wanting in justice to. them- 
selves and the Senate if they did not, when they 
discover them, bring them to the notice of the 
Senate. Now the clause proposed to be stricke: 
out is in these words: : 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the salary 
of Professor James P. Espy, for the current fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1855, $2,000; the payment to be made in the 
same manner, and under the like control as former appro- 
priations for meteorological observations. 

This is the first time the appropriation was ever 
made in this form. Heretofore there has usually 
been an appropriation to enable the Secretary to get 
these meteorological observations; but never have 
I been able to discover that it was. made payable 
to a single individual. Now, I will say, with all 
due respect for Professor Espy, of whom [ enter- 
tain a very high opinion, that he is not an officer 
of the Government. He is not subject to the 
appointment of the President. 
Department. He has no office, no employment 
under the United States. He comes here, at the 
end of the year, and submits to us certain results 
of meteorological observations, asks us to accept 
them, print them, and pay him so much money. 
In that regard he is precisely upon the same 
footing that any other intelligent scientific gen- 
tleman would be, who reported to us his discov- 
eries in any branch of science. Weare called on 
here, from year to year, to appropriate this money, 
without the appropriations being controlled by 
any committee of either House of Congress, or 
having any direction over the subject at all. 

Why, sir, if these meteorological observations 
are necessary, if they conduce to any practical or 
beneficial end—on which I will not now under- 
take to pass any opinion—I consider that they 
should be madeat our Observatory. We have at 
our Observatory ten lieutenants, receiving salaries 
of from $1,500 to $3,000 a year; we have seven 
professors of mathematics; we have several passed 
midshipmen; we appropriate from $10,000 to 


struments for the Observatory, And are we to 
be told that when meteorological Svaerygnions are 
wanted we are to go to a private individual, who 
comes forward at the end of the session, and sub- 


Is that the way we are to get these observations? 
No, sir. Ihave no doubt that their generalization 
by Professor Espy has received the approbation 

of scientific men, and that they may be useful; 
| but I submit that this means of obtaining them is 
| not just, and is not right. We might as well ac- 


individual upon any abstract subject of science at 
the end of the session, and approveit. We have 
|i no means of looking at this matter. We are 
called on here to pay for these observations, and 
I do not know that the reports of them ever saw 
l! the inside of a ship. They have been piled up in 


‘i the naval committee room. We have no means 
i| of examining them. No committee ever passed 
i! upon them. This is the first time I know of that 
| this has ever been specifically introduced into the 
|| naval appropriation bill. 
tj If it be thedesire of th 
meteorological observations, not at our own Ob- 
i servatory, under our own control and direction, 
4 but to accept those made by a private individual, 
i; beitso. They are now being made all over this 
| country. Under the orders of the proper Depart- 
i| ment, wej have them made at every naval station 
|| and at every military station in the country. I, 
4 however, we want to go to a private individual to 
i| get these meteorological observations, I say then, 
ii If that is to be the way, let the Secretary of the 
|| Navy expend the money as he may think best, 
‘| and do not confine the appropriation to one par- 
ticular individual above all the world, but give 
|| every man a fair chance, and select the best. 


He is not in any | 


$50,000 per annum for charts and for nautical in- |i 


mits them for our approbation and acceptance? |! 


| cept the book or the report of any other private ji 


e Senate to continue these 


i Mr. PEARCE. ` Mr. President, several: years 
i ago Congress made appropriations. *‘ for ‘meteor- 
“ology.” The first one which f notice’ in this 
i; volume of laws, reads in this way:. “Fór ragp- 
! propriation of this sum for conipensation’ of 
meteorologist, the same having been omitted bý 
i mistake. in the enrollment of the civil and diplo- 
matic bill of the last session, $2,000.’’. I find-in the 
‘appropriation bill of next year ‘for meterologi- 
| cal observations, to be conducted under the direc- 
ition of the Secretary of the Navy,” and a few 
i other times ‘‘ for meteorology under the direction 
of the Secretary of the.Navy,’’ so much. 

Now, sir, Professor Espy does not come here 
as a private individual, having made meteorologi- 
cal observations, asking the Senate to pay him in 
advance. On the contrary, an examination of the 
statutes shows that Congress have. appropriated 
money for meteorology, to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Navy, and the 
Secretaries of the Navy heretofore have employed 
Mr. Espy to make these meteorological reductions, 
for, sir, he does not make meteorological observa- 
tions; not at all. The Senator is right. when he 
says that we have for a number of years had. me- 
teorological observations made at the stations of 
ithe Army and of the Navy. That is all true, but 
i those observations are of no manner of use. until 
| they are reduced into form, until they are gener- 
| alized, and some rule deduced from them. ` 
' Mr. BRODHEAD. Can they not reduce them 
in the Observatory? : 

Mr. PEARCE. No, sir. In the Observatory 
they can make one set of observations; but. that 
| is worth nothing; you must have a thousand sets 
‘in order to generalize with any advantage. These 
| observations are made throughout the country, at 
‘all our naval and military stations. We want 
somebody to generalize and reduce them; and the 
Secretaries of the Navy have employed Mr. Espy 
to do this. He is not a private individual forcing 
himself upon the attention of Congress to do this 
thing. Itis true he is not an officer of the Gov- 
ernment; but he is an individual who has been 
employed under the authority conferred on the 
Secretary of the Navy by law, for more than ten 
years, to reduce these observations. He has un- 
| common capacity for that service. You have not 
| got, of all your lieutenants at the Observatory, and 
at all your stations, any man one fortieth as com- 
petent as Professor Espy, to make these general- 
izations and reductions. It is because of his 
especial fitness for it, that he has been employed 
by the Secretaries of the Navy, and continues to 
be employed by them. 

Mr. GWIN. Has the present Secretary of the 
| Navy estimated for this, or does he desire the 
| employment? Has the Senator any official in- 
j formation? 

Mr. PEARCE. I do not know whether the 
present Secretary of the Navy has done so or 
i not; but it has been estimated: for in times past, 

i and we are continuing that which the laws have 

Í heretofore authorized. There are plenty of ex- 
amples to this effect in your legislation here. 
Take the very Observatory of which gentlemen 

: speak. Do they know how that was got up? 
here never was any law authorizing an observ- 

jl atory. For years and years there.was an esti- 
mate for a depot of charts and barometers; and 
that has expanded, under general appropriation 
acts, without any specific statute creating an 
observatory, to the condition in which we,now 
‘behold it. It is a very useful establishment, 
and has grown very largely, more largely, per- 
haps, than strict economy would have justified. 

|i There arenumerous other instances. Your Naval 

l School at Annapolis began without any act of - 
li Congress authorizing it, The Secretary of the 
|| Navy thought proper to employ a portion of the 
naval funds towards that purpose, and out of 
|| that has grown the great Naval School at Annap- 
i olis, which you have recognized by law in various 
|i instances; but, I believe, always in appropriation 
bills. And you have recognized this employment 
‘| for the purpose of meteorological reductions, just 
| precisely as you have recognized the other two 
i! establishments of which I have spoken. 

i Now, i say this is a very useful thing, and 
|| Professor Espy’s eminence in this regard is above 
"all other men in our country. I have in my hand. 
a French book, published in Paris, by Monsieur 
| Maillet, a very eminent meteorologist, and I find 
Lin this book a brief account of Professor Espy’s 


i 
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sys pand then I find, in another part of the 
same book’, some fifty pages devoted to’ the con- 
sideration of it.: I find in it, also, a report made 
to the French Academy on the subject, by three || 
vey. distinguished men, whose names’ will be 
recognized at once. The committee consisted of 
Arago, Pouillet, and Babinet. I will only trouble 
the Senate by reading'a single paragraph. 

Mr. BUTLER. Read it in French. 

‘Mr. PEARCE.. It is’ not worth while to do 
that; but.I will tarn it into as good English as I! 
can, as T go along. They say: 

«Phe eommunication of Professor Espy contains a great 
quantity of well observed and well-described facts. His | 
theory, in the actual state of science, is the onty one which 
satisfies the phenomena; ‘and calculated, according to the 
thought of Professor Espy, by the study of the electrical 
action, when these intervene, it will leave nothing else to | 
oes Binally, for. physical geography, for agriculture, for 
navigation, and meteorology, it will give us new explana- 


| 
tions, and useful indications for ulterior researches, and cor- || 
The commission expresses |} 


rect many accredited errors. 
the: hope that Mr. Espy may be placed. by the Government 
of the United States in such a position as to pursue his im- 
portant labors, and to complete his theory, already so re- 
markable, by means of all the observations and all the ex- 
perience which. his deductions from his theory will suggest 
to him, in a country so vast, where enlightened men are not 
wanting to science, which is, besides, 9 country of the most 
formidable meteors.” 

In conclusion they say: 

«In consequence, the commission proposes to the acad- 
emy to give its approbation to the work of Professor Espy, 
to entreat him to continue his researches, and above all, to 
well define the part which electricity plays in these great 
phenomena, of which a complete theory will be one of the 
most precious acquisitions of modern science.” | 

This is the way in which they speak abroad of | 
his labors. ‘The gentleman. from Florida pro- 
poses to strike out this clause, and put an end to 
them; because, as he says, Professor Espy is not 
a recognized officer of the Government. Well, 
sir, he has been for ten years recognized as an 
employee of the Government for this purpose. | 
He was originally employed under the authority 
of law by the Secretary of the Navy, who was 
authorized so to do; and it is simply ‘proposed to ` 
continue that which the law has repeatedly ac- 
knowledged as proper and made appropriations 
for, I see no reason for striking out, and I hope 
the clause will be retained. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, you will 
observe, that the honorable Senator has not sug- 

ested, as I remarked, that the name of Professor 

spy has ever been introduced into an appropria- 
tion bill heretofore. Appropriations have been 
made for meteorological observations, leaving the 
Navy Department to have them made where they 
could be best made. Now, this clause in the bill 
recognizes Professor Epsy as an officer of the 
Government when he has never been so employed. 
J submit, again, if the observations be material to 
us, they should be made at the Observatory, for 
which we appropriate money most liberally. If 
left here to obey the dictates of my own judg- | 
ment, I should advocate the payment of Professor 
Espy; but I do not now feel at liberty to do so, 
because I consider it an abuse. We have as much 
right to appropriate money to any private individ- | 
ual who comes here and presents us a book upon 
a useful subject, but who has never been em- 

loyed by us, as to make this appropriation for 
Professor Espy. 

In view of the enormous expenditure now ap- 
propriated from year to year for our Observatory, | 
with all the necessary apparatus and instruments 

for these observations, it is for the Senate to decide 

whether we are to be taxed with this $2,000 a year, | 
having no recognized officer to do it, when we | 
have all the means and appliances within our own | 
control? 
+ Senator’s remarks about meteorology, I must say | 


that I do not speak unknowingly on this subject; |! 
years of my life it occupied my ‘own || 


for, for ten 
attention, I think he hazards a great deal when 
he'says we have nota lieutenant in the Navy who 
can make these observations. I should say that | 


With due deference to the honorable | 


theoretical ability, is a very different thing. Any- 
body, I suppose, can take an observation; but it 
is not everybody who can reduce a number of ib- 
servations to anything like general principles, who 
can get new truths out of them; for that is what 
Professor Espy is doing. Scientific truth is ob- | 
tained by deductions from a vast variety of obser- 
vations. Anybody can make. observations, | 
| Sappose—I do not think that any marvelous ex- 
ploit—but it is something to be able to generalize, 
so as to get from thema great physical truth; and 
| that is what Professor Espy has done, and the 
| French Academy has recognized it. 

Now, in order to meet the objection of the Sen- j 
ator from Florida, | should have no objection to 


| amend the clause in the bill so as to make it read: 
| 
\ 


“ To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay! 
for meteorological researches for the current fiscal 
| year,” &c. ‘Phat would obviate the Senator’s 
objection to the clause as it stands. 

Mr. GWIN. l hope the Senator will let us 
vote on this proposition, and then he can move to 
insert. 

Mr. PEARCE. Very well. 

Mr. COOPER, I hope that the appropriation | 
for continuing the observations that Professor 
| Espy has been engaged in for the last dozen years, | 
| will be retained. l presume it is known to the | 
whole Senate, and indeed to the whole country, 
| that this man has acquired quite a degree of rep- 
utation by his knowledge of meteorology and the 
deductions he has made from his observations. 
| These observations have been for years past 
applied practically, and have been found valuable 
in many respects. There is now scarcely an off- 
cer in the Navy, or in the commercial marine of | 
the United States, who does not acknowledge the 
| indebtedness that the mariner owes to Professor 
Espy. All of them have his tables; all of them 
| are more or less acquainted with his theory; and 
| all of them have recognised it to agreater or less 
| extent, | 
| Now, sir, he is continuing these observations | 
from year to year, gathering more facts to be ana- 
lyzed when the whole mass shall be collected. 
When there is no more required for a purpose 
that may do so much for science, than the pitiful 
sum proposed in the bill, I am sure it would be 
highly improper to strike it out. This gentleman 
is possessed of great industry; he has devoted 
himself, and is continually devoting himself to 
this branch of science and to making deductions 
from facts in connection with it; and he is more 
competent to do it, perhaps, than any other man 
now living in the world. At least we know of no 
one who has made the same progress in this de- 
partment of science that he has done. I hope, 
therefore, that the appropriation will be made, and 
these obsé@rvations.continued. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, I hope this 
amendment will not be agreed to, and that the 
appropriation made by the House, in accordance 
with the uniform rule, with but one exception, | 
think, for the last ten years, will be retained. Mr. 
Espy is a man of great modesty and great merit, 
and he has contributed largely to the sum of hu- 
man knowledge on that important branch of in- 
| quiry to which he has directed his attention. His | 
labors have been very useful to our Navy and to 
the world; and I think that after we have made | 
appropriations so extravagantly as we have done, 


I| now to strike out $2,000 for so useful a work, 


would be a very foolish piece of economy amidst 
the wide field of abuse that seems to exist in all; 
departments of theGovernment. The effect would | 
be to strike out what is really good, because you 
have put in things that are really bad. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair | 
yore and the Senator from Maryland as moving | 
o modify the clause before the question is taken | 
on striking out ? a 

Mr. PEARCE. No, sir, I will not make that | 
! offer now. 


if he reduced the rank down to midshipman, he 
would still hazard a great deal. I should think | 
very little of the intellect, and still less of the in- | 
dustry, of any passed midshipman in the service | 
who could not observe all these facts with the if 
proper Instruments under his control. i 
Mr. PEARCE. 1 do not doubt their ability to | 
make observations. That I did not deny; but, I: 
said; to make these reductions and generalizations, | 
Which requirea peculiar degree of information and i 


t 


The motion to strike out was rejected. 


Mr. GWIN. Iam directed by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs to move to amend the following | 
clause: “ To enable the Secretary of the Navy to | 
test any improvements in steam boilers, or other | 
steam machinery, with reference to the construc- | 
tion of steamers forthe Navy of the United States, | 
as in his opinion may be calculated to benefit the | 


public service, $10,000,” by gtriking out all after 
the word “ other ” to the word * service,” inclu- i 


sive, and to insert in lieu of the words thus stricken 
out, “improvements applicable to naval pur- 
poses;”’ so as to make the clause read: “ To en- 
abie the Secretary of the Navy totest any improve- 
ments in steam boilers or other improvements 
applicable to naval purposes, $10,000.’? 
The amendment was agreed to. ` 
Mr.GWIN. The next amendment isa merely 
verbal one, to strike out ‘ from,” and insert §for,”? 
in the appropriations for the Portsmouth navy- 
ard. 
a Theamendment was agreed to. 


Mr.GWIN. Iam also directed by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to offer the following 
amendment, to come in after the appropriation for 
ordnance and ordnance:stores: 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay for the use 
of the steamer Columbus on the coast of California and in 
the Pacific, in pursuance of the contract entered into by 
Captain Dornin, of the sloop-of war Portsmouth, on the 
first day of February, 1854, $113,638. 

I will state, sir, that during the time expeditions 
were being fitted out in California for Sonora, it 
became necessary that the naval force of the United 
States on that coast should be increased to prevent 
the consummation of the schemes which were 
gotten up there for the purpose of taking posses- 
sion of that country. There was no ship-of-war 
at the time in the Bay of San Francisco, and it 
became necessary to employ a steamship to go to 
the various bays and harbors for the purpose, if 
possible, or preventinga viojation of the neutrality 
laws of the United States, and also, in the event of 
any disaster happening to the parties in those ex- 
peditions, to bring them back to the United Stages. 
The Secretary of the Navy directed the proper 
officers on the Pacific coast to charter a ship, if 
necessary. This vessel was chartered, and went 
down the coast, and did effective service. The 
appropriation is asked for in order to carry out the 
contract made by the proper officer. 

Mr.BENJAMIN. J do notexactly understand 
this appropriation, and I should like to hear some 
further explanation of it. This is a very heavy 
sum of money to appropriate for the mere charter 
of a vessel under such circumstances, and | should 
like the chairman of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs to give us some information upon it. Does 
the Secretary of the Navy recommend the appro- 
priation? ; 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir, I have his letter in my 
hand. The appropriation is to earry out his en- 
gagement. Here are all the documents. The 
amendment is exactly in the words of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy. 

Mr. PEARCE. Wil the Senator state briefly 
what was the length of time this steamer was em- 
ployed on this particular service. 

Mr.GWIN. The documents show that she 
was on the coast about two months, or perhaps 
more. The steamer towed down the ship-of-war 
Portsmouth, and it isnotorious that she was instru- 
mental in suppressing the movements which were 
made there. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. For how many days was 
this vessel chartered for $113,000? 

Mr. GWIN. Here is the statement of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and I will ask to have it read. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. What was the length of 
the service? 

Mr. GWIN. I send the documents to the Sec- 
retary’s desk, and ask that the letter from the 
Navy Department may be read. 

s The Secretary read the following letter: 
Navy DEPARTMENT, August 1, 1854. 
Sir: T send you the papers explaining fully the facts in 


. regard to chartering the steamer Columbus to aid in sup- 


pressing unlawful expeditions upon Mexican territory. 
You will recollect that your committee passed a resolution 
advising this to be done, and that, on inquiry into the facts, 
the President concurred with me in authorizing Commander 
Dornin to employ a steamer, if necessary, and if it could 
be done on reasonable terms. Commander Dornin consid- 
ered it necessary, and employed the steamer ; and with its 
assistance he succeeded in accomplishing what he under- 
took. The opinion is expressed by the navy agent that the 
price wastoo high. If the committee move an amendment, 
I would suggest whether the Secretary of the Navy might 
not be authorized to pay the amount, unless, on inquiry, he 
shall become satisfied that a less sum was right and proper. 
Respectfully, J.C. DOBBIN. 
Hon. Wittiam M. Gwin, Ghairman Committee on Naval 
Affairs, United States Senate. 


Mr. GWIN. The amendment was drawn up 
with the discretionary power mentioned in the 
letter of the’Secretary of the Navy; but that ofi- 


cer afterwards sent us a note stating that, as it was 
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a contract which had been consummated, it was 
not necessary to insert. those words, and accord- 
ingly the committee struck them out. ` 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I must express my dis- 
satisfaction. with this matter.. I am endeavoring 
to obtain from the committee some knowledge as 
to the length of time éor which this steamer was 
chartered, and the rate at which she was chartered 
in order to ascertain what price we are paying 
for her services which can possibly amountto such 
an exorbitant sum as $113,000. 

Mr. SWIN. There is among the papers a 
statement which I will ask the Secretary to read: 

The Secretary read the following letter: 

Paciric MAIL ŜTEAMSHIP COMPANY, 
New York, July 5, 1854. } 

Sır: T had the honor this morning to receive your letter 

of the 3d instant, and I now inclose to you the following 


papers, as duplicates of them bave not reached you: 
Bill for charter of steamer Columbus, approved by Lieuten- 


aut William H. Ball, amounting to............ $100,500 
Bill for coal furnished the steamer Columbus, also 

approved by Lieutenant William H. Ball...... 12,305 
Bill tor expenses in coaling, allowed by Licuten- 

ant FB, Stanley... cceeee eee CUT Ee eines Re oie’ 643 
Bill for same, approved by Commander Doruin,. 110 
Bill for sundry expenses, approved by Lieutenant 

William H. Balls. cc. cece eee cece ee eee ee ee 80 


$113,638 


I further inelose the original letter of Lieutenant Ball sur- 
rendering the steamer Columbus to our lieutenant, and an 
original letter from R. P. Ashe, navy agent, stating that no 
payments have been made by him for services performed 
by the Cohtmbus, and that Captain Durnin had advised him 
of his orders to Lieutenant Ball, to approve of the bills in 
accordance with the charter party. 

Respectfully your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. ASPINWALL, President. 
Hon. J. C. Dossin, Secretary of the Navy, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The bills are what we 
_ want to get at. If the Secretary will read the 

bills, we may see what was the rate of the charter. 

Mr. GWIN. One thousand five hundred dol- 
lars aday; and the usual price for coal was then 
thirteen dollars a ton, I think. That was the char- 
ter party. It was a contract made and consum- 
mated. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. What was the size of the 
vessel? 

Mr. GWIN. [do not know her size, but I 
believe it was fifteen hundred or two thousand 
tons. 

Mr. WELLER. Ido not see, sir, how we can 
very well avoid the payment of this sum. The 
Secretary of the Navy, it seems, directed the com- 
manding officer of the squadron onthe Pacific to 
charter a vessel, if, in his judgment, it was neces- 
sary. In pursuance of that order, he did charter 
a vessel, he being left to determine the question 
whether the necessity had arisen. I regret very 
much that such an order was given, because, in 
my judgment, the employment of a steamer in 
this service was not necessary to effect the object; 
and I do not know that any particular good re- 
sulted from it. And in the second place, the con- 
tract seems to be rather extravagant. A vessel 
could have been obtained for less price, I think, if 
proper means had been used. l do not suppose 
that this vessel is really worth more than $100,000. 
She is one of the second class of steamers upon 


the Pacific, one that is not ordinarily used now, I | 


believe, in the transportation of passengers. But 
I do not see how we can honestly avoid the pay- 
ment of the debt. The Department ordered the 


contract to be made. It has been made; the service !: 


has been rendered; and now we aregalled upon to 


pay forit. I am sorry for it, because it is locatéde 


in the State of California, and it will be charged as 
an appropri@tion for that State. I think the citi- 
zens of California are able to preserve the neutral- 
ity laws, and deport themselves as good citizens, 
without the agency of any steamship being sent 
there to look after the men who go to Lower Cali- 
fornia or Sonora f 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I cannot agree to this 
amendment, and I hope the Senate will not. T 
trust there will be some further investigation of 
the matter before we consent to such a charge as 
this. 1 have taken up this charter party as it has 
been laid on the table by the committee, in order 
to ascertain what was the tonnage of this vessel, 
and I find that the tonnage was leftin blank. I 
find that she was a steam propeller, in the harbor 
of San Francisco; and there, without any act of 
Congress, with an authority, the nature of which 
I do not perfectly comprehend, upon a mere sug- 
gestion, ae it appears, from the Navy Depart- 


ment here, authorizing the commanding officers 
there to procure the assistance of vessels, if they 
had not national vessels sufficient, a charter was | 
made by which, for the service of a steam pro- 
peller for seventy days, a claim is made against 
this Government of $113,000 or $114,000—a sum | 
which, according to the statement of one of the | 
Senators from California, would seem to be more 
than the entire value of the vessel. ‘Ihe length of | 
time through which the vessel was engaged was | 
seventy days, and the bill for her service is 
$100,500, which is seventy days at $1,500.a day. 
‘The proposition is to pay $100,500 for the use of 
a vessel for seventy days, and then pay all her 
bills, or, at least, those expenses which are 
heaviest on steam vessels—to pay for coal, &c. | 
We are charged $1,500 for the bare use of the 
vessel—a price admitted to be extravagant. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 do not know that the price 
fixed on is extravagant, when compared with the | 
contract made at New York fora steamer to go 
out in search of the wreck of the San Francisco. 
That, I believe, was $1,000 a day. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That may very well be, 
and that may be five timesas much as was proper. | 
I will not undertake to say how much was paid 
elsewhere; nor do [ think it is a just mode of ar- i 
gument to justify one abuse by citing another as 
a precedent. 1 do not know whether this sum 
has been paid; but it appears to me that it must 
be obvious to any man who knows anything on 
these subjects, that this is a most exorbitant and | 
shameful price. It is one which the Senate ought 
never-to consent to, unless some further explana- 
tions are given than we have yet received, I 
should like to know, first, the legal authority by 
which this charter was made; and next, I should , 
like to have some better proof than I can find in į 
the papers in this case of the necessity of giving 
any such sum as was here agreed to be paid. The | 
charter is here. It does agree to pay that price. 
But there is nothing before us to show that other 
steamers could not have been obtained at a lower 
price. There is nothing before us to show that | 
if a steamer had been wanted for this length of | 
time, it would not have been better for the com- 
mander, in behalf of the Navy of the United 
States, to give $109,000 for the propeller—and then 
it would have belonged to us—rather than to have ! 
us to pay for it, and then to leave it in possession | 
of the party after receiving its full value. Itisan | 
operation which I think the Senate will not be į 
disposed to ratify. 

Mr. DAWSON. 
posed to be paid? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. One hundred and thirteen | 
thousand six hundred and thirty-eight dollars. 

Mr. DAWSON. Forhow many days was the | 
vessel employed? * 

Mr: BENJAMIN. Seventy days. 

Mr. PRATT. May I inquire of my friend from | 


What is the amount pro- 


Secretary of the Navy, conferring authority on | 


Louisiana whether he can turn to the letter of the jj 


the naval officer to make thecharter party? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. That letter itself I find is 


Naval Affairs of this body, in which the Secretary | 
says: i 
‘sī send you the papers explaining fully the facts in l 
regard to chartering the steamer Columbus to aid in sup- | 
| pressing unlawful expeditions in Mexican territory. You | 
i will recollect that your committee passed a resolution ad- ; 
| visiog this to be done, and that on inquiring into the facts, | 
t 
| 


the President concurred with me in authorizing Com- ; 

mander Dornin to employ a steamer, if necessary, and if it | 

could be done on reasonable terms. Commander Dornin 
| considered it necessary, and employed the steamer, and 
| with its assistance, he succeeded in accomplishing what 
he undertook. 
agent that the price was too high.” 
| The allusion, as I understand, is to the navy 
| agent at San Francisco, an officer of the Govern- 
i ment on the spot, who expressed the opinion that 
| the price was too high, 

«& Tf the committee move an amendment, I would suggest, i 
whether the Secretary of the Navy might not be authorized į 
to pay the amount, unless, on inquiry, he shall become sat- | 
isfied that a less sum was right and proper.” i 


Now, the amendment is reported without dis- | 
cretion to the Secretary of the Navy to allow a: 
less sum if he should consider it right and proper į 
on examination, That qualification has been | 
stricken out by the committee for i 
the Senator from California has stated, which ! 


‘not here; but I have before me the letter of the jj 
Secretary of the Navy of the Istof August, 1854, | 
addressed to the chairman of the Committee on | 


(| Mr. BRODHEAD. 


| amendment, but it was stricken out. 


The opinion is expressed by the navy | 


The letter proceeds: i 


reasons which || 
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were satisfactory to him and to the committee; 
but I still consider that this is too important a 
matter, and too large a sum, for us. to. consent: t6 
this payment without further. investigation and 


further explanation. ` a? 

Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, in the letter which 
has been read, the Secretary of the Navy stated 
that he pursued this course on the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee on Naval Affairs... When 
it was supposed that these expeditions were being 


i| fitted out, and would probably be mischievous on 


the Pacific coast, that committee passed an. in- 
formal resolution, that if, in his opinion, it was 
necessary, he himself should charter a vessel. At 
that time it was understood there was one at 
Panama which could, within thirty days, sweep: 
the whole gulf of California, and accomplish the 
object. That was the extent of the action’of the 
Naval Committee. It was done for the purpose 
of preventing the landing of these expeditions, if 
possible, and to prevent a collision between the 
| expeditionists and citizens of Mexico. In addi- 
tion to that, it was supposed that the expeditions 
had been got up by such small numbers of indi- 
viduals that they would undoubtedly fail, and it 
was feared that some catastrophe would. happen 
to them, such as happened to the Havana expe- 
ditions. It was feared that, as soon as they. 
landed, the Mexicans would take them prisoners, 
and instantly put them to death. It was thought 
that the better plan was, if possible, to prevent 
their landing, or to prevent any disaster to them, 
by arresting them, if possible, and bringing them 
| back to the United States for trial. The Secre- 
tary of the Navy, instead of making a charter, as 
suggested by the Naval Committee, concluded to 
send authority to the commander on the naval 
station at San Francisco; and that officer, who is 
a gallant officer of the Navy, chartered this vessel. 
The Senator from Louisiana says it was a 
shameful transaction. I should like to know on 
what authority he announces that it was a shame- 
ful transaction? I should like to know what 
authority he has for saying any such thing? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. T stated it on the face of 
the transaction; and I do not hesitate to say that, 
on the face of the transaction, it is a shameful 


waste. Il say iton my responsibility as a Sena- 
tor. oa 
Mr. GWIN. That is the Senator’s statement, 


but it will not be sustained by avy man who will 
examine the subject fairly and impartially. The 


| price may be too high, but is there anything 


shameful in that? The officer was authorized by 
| the head of the Department to make this contract. 
He made it. The navy agent—so the Secretary 
informs us, and I suppose the documents bear it 
out—says the price was too high. Suppose it 
was too high; what was there shameful in the 
transaction? The officer thought it was neces- 
sary for the public service that he should charter 
this vessel; otherwise he would not have done it. 
This gentleman is absent. He is not here to de- 
fend himself. So far as any imputations on him 
personally are concerned, | will repel them. 
There is not an officer in the public service who 
stands higher. 

Mr. ATCHISON called for the yeas and nays 
i on the amendment, and they were ordered. 
i I should like to suggest 
i an amendment to the amendment, in compliance 
|? with the recommendation of the head of the Navy 
Department, so as to provide that it be left to his 

discretion. 

i Mr. WELLER. So it is. 
| Mr. BRODHEAD. That was in the original 
| I desire to 


have that clause restored. ne 
| Mr. GWIN. I am perfectly willing to agree 
‘to that. The Secretary of the Navy, after he sent 


ii to the committee the letter which has been read, 


| sent me a private note yesterday morning, stating 
i that, inasmuch as it was a specific contract, he did 
| not see that the amount could be reduced. I read 
it to the committee, and they agreed to strike out 
| that clause in the original amendment, I believe 
| the Senator from Pennsylvania was not present 
| in the committee at the time. : 

| Mr. WELLER. I can vote for this amend- 
i ment very cheerfully with the modification sug- 
| gested by the Senator from Pennsylvania and 
| accepted by my colleague. I should desire to 
have the Secretary of the Navy examine the mate- 
Í ter before this large amount of money is pahi. T 
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think it was last year that my colleague and my- 
self’ made’ an effort to get the Secretary of the 
Treasury to purchase a steam propeller on the 
Pacific coast for revenue purposes; one that could 
be used, notonly for revenue purposes, but in order } 
to enforce your neutrality laws. Then, I under- 
stood, he could’ have obtained a propeller, the 
Constitution, belonging to the same class of veš- 
sels with this, for $75,000. The Department did 
not See proper to accede to that proposition. We 
could obtain very readily last year ‘a steamer of 
the same class for $75,000 or $100,000, and thus 
-have saved the expense to the Government of 
chartering vessels ‘whenever the exigency required 


Now, if this contract has been entered into un- 
der instructions given‘to Captain Dornin, it must 
be‘carried out. I am very sure that no gentle- 
man who is’ acquainted with Captain Dornin |} 
would reflect; in the least degree, on his integrity. 
He is one of the most gallant and fearless officers 
in the Navy; one of the most faithful and honest 
men, I undertake to say, who is attached to the 
public service ; and the last man, with whom I 
am acquainted, who would be disposed to enter 
into collusion with others to defraud the Govern- 
ment. He may have supposed at the time that 
the immediate necessity demanded that this ves- 
sel should be chartered at once; and being unable, 

erhaps, to obtain the service of any other vessel, 
he was compelled to contract for this, at what now 
ig regarded as an extravagant rate. I suppose 
that was the case. We have very few steamers 
upon. the Pacific ocean disengaged. It is very 
rarely that you can divert one from the regular 
trade, It may be that Captain Dornin, feeling 
that there was a pressing immediate necessity, 
was induced to take this vessel at the rate fixed 
on, $1,500 a day. Now, I shall be perfectly satis- 
fied to vote for the amendment in the shape in 
which it has been placed, leaving the Secretary of 
the Navy to pay the amount, if, in his judgment, |! 
it be right and proper. If there has been any- 
thing dishonest in this contract, as a matter of 
course the money appropriated will be withheld. 

Mr. PRATT.” I think everybody will admit, 
Mr. President, that here has been an exorbitant || 
expenditure of thepublic money. I do not intend 
to attach blame at all to any naval officer who has 
been connected with this matter; but we find that 
the Secretary of the Navy bases his justification 
for the expenditure of this money upon a resolu- 
ion stated by him to have been passed by the 
Naval Committee of the Senate. A committee of 
this. body, ‘Congress being in session, passed a 
resolution, either directory or requestive, I donot 
know its terms, on the Secretary of the Navy to 
charter a steam vessel to do some particular ser- 
vice. The Secretary justifies himself for this ex- 
penditure by reference to that resolution. He 
directed this charter party to be made, if neces- 
sary. Predicated upon this resolution of a com- 
mittee of the Senate, the steamer was chartered at 
$1,500 aday, the Government paying all the ex- 
penses of coaling the boat. All this was done in 
virtue of a resolution of one of the committees of 
this body. 1 understand, trom the reading of the 
report of the Department by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Louisiana, that this is the ground on 
which the Secretary of the Navy bases his action, 
and this is the ground upon which, I under-:|! 
stand, he justifies himself for having ordered |; 
this charter-party to be made. Looking at the || 
whole matter in this aspect, it is one of great 
consequence to the country, and of great con- || 
sequence to the Senate. If one committee can, | 
by resolution, direct the expenditure of public 

- Money, or order particular services to be performed | 
which will render necessary the expenditure of | 
the public money, every other committee in the 
Senate can do the same thing. | 
Mr. BENJAMIN. And the Senate was in || 

session at the time. HI 
i 
$ 


Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir, the Senate was in ses- 


i 
. i + p S Ji 
sion. lf a public necessity existed for the em- f 
i 
| 


ployment of the vessel, the committee, on show- 
ing the existence of 


have got through b 
half an hour, 
for the emplo 


i 


that public necessity, could 
. both Houses, in the course of |: 
a bill or resolution giving authority || 
; yment of the national vessels, or the | 
chartering of other vessels, in the absence of na- 

tional vessels, to discharge the duty. 1 know | 
nothing, of course, of this matter, except what is | 
developed iùn the papera which have been read; but | 


i! Says express] 
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iit appears, from the letter of the Secretary of the 
Navy, that during the session of Congress, by || 


virtue of a resolution of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs of this body, he authorized this charter 
party to be made, provided. the naval officer on 
that station should deem it necessary. The char- 
ter party was accordingly made, by which a ves- 
sel, worth iess than $100,000, as I understand, 
was chartered for seventy days, at an expense of 
over $113,600. : : 

` Mr. GWIN. It was not necessary for the 
Senator from Maryland to attack the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. If time would permit, we could 
defend ourselves fully from the assault which has 
been made upon us. All that was said by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs was, that if, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, the public 


| interests would be promoted by putting a stop to 
those expeditions by chartering a vessel, the com- |i 


mittee would, so far as their action was concerned, 
recommend that a proper appropriation be made. 
That was the full extent of the action of the Naval 
Committee. They never pledged the Senate to 
anything. They never pledged the Secretary of 


| the Navy to anything whatever. 


Mr. PRATT. I certainly did not intend to at- 
tack the Committee on Naval Affairs, or to charge 
them with anything improper; but, sir, we are 
looking to the powers of the Senate and the powers 
of this Government. Whatever may have been 
the intention of the committee, certainly the Sec- 
retary of the Navy does claim the right to author- 
ize this contract upon the resolution of that com- 
mittee. Ido notdesire to attach blame to the hon- 
orable Senator from California, or to any of the 
members of the Committee on Naval Affairs, be- 
cause I presume they only exercised a power which 
they supposed they possessed. J want to under- 
stand whether any committee possesses such a 
power. I wish to ask, for information, how a 


| committee claim the authority to advise, direct, or 


request one of the executive officers of the Gov- 


j ernment to do what the committee may think 


necessary for the public service? 

Mr. JOHNSON. This isa question which has 
detained us for some time, and it seems likely to 
detain us longer. £ would suggest, therefore, 
whether it would not be better to let it lie over for 
the present. The amount charged in this case is 
admitted to be unconscionable. I think it would 
be better to let the question lie over until the next 
session, and give us a full opportunity to investi- 
gate it. s 

Mr. MALLORY. I cannot permit this matter 
to go by without a word of explanation. The hon- 
orable Senator from Maryland has assumed that 
the Secretary of the Navy authorized the charter- 
ing of thig, vessel, upon the recommendation of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. Thatis notsọ; and, 
therefore, his argument, being based on improper 
remises, goes for nothing. It was the act of the 

resident. On inquiry into the circumstances 
attending the unlawful expeditions which it was 
alleged, were emanating from California, the Presi- 
dent authorized the Secretary of the Navy to char- 
ter a steamer, The Secretary of the Navy, by 
the proper officer, did charter one. 
Secretary, in this communication, speaks of the 
Naval Committee of the Senate having passed a 
resolution of which I have no recollection; but I 
presume it was passed in the ordinary course of 
business to be brought before the Senate for action. 
The Secretary, in his communication to the chair- 
man of the committee, says: 


«< I send you the papers explaining fully the facts in re- 


i gard to chartering the steamer Columbus to aid in suppress- 
; Ing unlawful expeditions upon Mexican territory. You will 


recollect that your committee passed a resolution advising 
this to be done, and that, on inquiry into the fac ts, the Pres- 


| ident concurred with me in authorizing Commander Dor- 


nin to employ a steamer, if necessary, and if it could be done 
on reasonable terms.” 


his orders, un 


in the paper which has 
from Florida. 


It is true the || 
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California for the invasion. of Sonora, and the 
Government here very properly thought it ought 
to be arrested. On examination they found that 
there was no national ship which was in a condi- 
tion to be sent there, and they thought it wise 
and best to send out authority to charter a steamer 
for that purpose. This vé&sél was accordingly 
chartered. he proper officer was intrusted with 
authority to charter a vessel, and he chartered this 
lone at $1,500 a day. Itis a very large sum, I 
j admit, but it wage’ a contract—a contract made 
underan exigency—and to sustain the eredit of 
| the country,.to sustain the integrity and honor of 
the country, and to prevent very disastrous con- 
sequences in our foreign relations. It seems to 
me, then, that the failure of the Government to 
make payment, whether the sum be large orsmall, 
would be much to be deplored. 

But, in looking at the case, I am sure it will be 

seen that this sum, although it is large, is not so 
extravagant and so unusual as is supposed. The 
i vessel was worth $400,000. The charter of her 
i per day was $1,500. That, though a large com- 
pensation, was still not a very extravagant one, 
in consideration of the circumstances, for she was 
diverted from her regular occupation, took new 
hazards, and was diverted from the use of her 
owners. The Navy Department, it will be seen 
by reference to official documents, has granted 
demurrage to as large an amount as $3,500 per 
day for steamers upon the Pacific coast. Every- 
thing on that coast, we know, is on a grand scale 
of expense. 
cannot bring things down any faster than time 
and circumstances will enable us to do. There is 
nothing unreasonable, it seems to me, therefore, 
in making this allowance, and I do not see that 
we can have any more propitious time for the 
settlement of the question. 
i Mr. STUART. This bill is evidently going to 
| take a good deal of time in its discussion, and I 
| move to lay it aside for a few minutes that we 
may consider the resolution which I laid on the 
table yesterday for the extension of the session, 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator will let us go 
on with this bill. We are ready to vote on this 
! amendment, and there are but a few more to be 
offered. . 

Mr. STUART. There will be a great many 
| amendments offered to this bill. If we are to do 
anything at this session, and do é with propriety 
and understanding, it seems to me that we ought 
to extend the session until next Monday. I be- 
lieve that to be the opinion of several gentlemen. 
I do not know whether it is the opinion of a ma- 
jority of both Houses of Congress. For the pur- 
| pose of taking the sense of the Senate on that sub- 
| ject, I move to lay this bill aside for a few minutes, 
to take up that resolution. 

Mr.GWIN. Those few minutes will be hours. 
; Mr. TOOMBS. If the purpose of the Senator 
from Michigan cannot be accomplished without 
unanimous consent, I object. 

Mr.GWIN. Sodol. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Waker.) 
In the opinion of the Chair, this bill can be laid 
aside by a majority. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I think the Senator from 
| Michigan had better let his resolution lie over until 
| this evening. If we were to pass it now, the Sen- 
| ate would adjourn at five o'clock. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
egg opinion tifat the moticn of the Senator from 
ichigan is in order. 

i. Mr. GWIN. When an amendgent is pend- 


| ing? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. The 
question is on the motion to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill. 

Mr. GWIN. Until what hour? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour has 
not been named. 

Mr. STUART. It is now half past twelve. 
Suppose we postpone the further consideration 
of the bill to one o’clock. I make that motion. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope it will be voted down. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope we shall now have the 
question on the amendment. 

_ Mr. CASS. Allow meto make one sugges- 
tion. We have but twenty-four hours of the ses- 
sion remaining, and certainly if we argue every 


point before us we cannot get through. Is it not 
best to make a brief statement, and let members, 


I hope it is coming down; but we- 
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The question being taken on the amendment by 
yeas and nays, resufed—yeas 11, nays 30; as 
follows: ` f 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Evans, Fish, Gwin, Mallory, 
Morton, Rockwell, Rusk, Seward, Wade, and Weller—Ii. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Benjamin, 
Bright, Brown, . Cass, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Fitzpat- 
rick, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Houston, Hunter, James, 
Jones of Towa, Jones of Tennessee, Pettit, Pratt, Sebas- 
tian, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, and Walker—30. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed the following resolution: 

Resolved, (with the concurrence of the Senate,) That in 
the enrollment ofthe bill of the House making appropriations 
for fortifications, &c., the word * not” be inserted after the 
word “ fortifications,” in the last item of the bill; the said 


word having been accidentally omitted to be placed there in ii 


engrossing.the bill. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, 
and concurred therein. 

` The item where the word ‘aot’? should be is: 

t For contingent expenses of the fortifications not 

herein mentioned,” &c. 5 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the naval appropria- 
tion bill. í 

Mr. GWIN. The Committee on Naval Affairs 
have further instructed me to offer the following 


% 


amendment, to come in after the appropriation for | 


the pay of the Marine Corps: 


That the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- | 
vates of the United States Marine Corps shall be entitled to | 


and receive the same pay and bounty for rcénlisting as are 
now or may hereafter be allowed to the non-commissionéd 
officers, musicians, and privates of the infantry of the Army. 

I will state that in the Army appropriation bill 
there is a provision increasing the pay of the pri- 
vates and non-commissioned officers of the Army, 


and, if that shall pass, the committee thought it | 


proper that the non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates of the marines should have the same pay as 
the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the 
Army. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. I amalso instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to offer the following 
amendment, to come in after the appropriations 
for navy-yards: 

And the sum of $100,000 be, and. the same is hereby, 


appropriated for the establishment of a naval depot on the 
right bank of the river Mississippi, in descending, at the 


site now owned and held by the United States for that pur- ; 
pose, near the city of New Orleans, and for such buildings ; 


and improvements as may be judged necessary for the ac- 
commodation of the United States vessels of war in that 
quarter, 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr.GWIWN. The nextamendment of the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs is to come in immediately | 


before the appropriations for the Marine Corps: 


Provided, ‘That the law approved the 3d of March, 1843,; 
directing advertisements for materials for the Navy, bet 


and is hereby, so far modified as to require the classes only} f 


of materials to be stated in the advertisement, and bidder 
to be referred to the several navy agents afd chiefs of b 
reaus, who will furnish them with printed schedules givi 
a full description of each and every article, with dates 
delivery, &e. 


This is recommended by the Department, and 
will be of great economy. It will dispense with 


the necessity of publishing in the advertisement | 


full lists of articles. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. 


Committee on Naval Affairs to offer the following |} 


amendment as an additional section: 


Sec.—, 
contained in the act of the 22d of April, 1854, adding a per- 
centage to the pay of clerks employed at the navy-yard in 
Washington city, be construed so as to include the clerks 
and messenger in the office of the navy agent for’said yard, 
and the messenger in the commandant’s office. 


I will state that, by that act, an increase of com- 
pensation was made to the officers in the navy- 
yard. The navy agent here, however, for the 
convenience of the Government and the Depart- 
ment, does not hold his office in the yard; and, 


I am further directed by the i 


vind be it further enacted, That the provisions || 


if 
| 
| to offer, and then I shall be.done. It is in the 
| appropriation for the navy-yard at Memphis, Ten- 
| nessee, to strike out $13,400, and inser® $30,400. 
| I will state that this sum is less than one half of the 
| estimate of the Department, the estimate being 
; $65,000 for that navy-yard. I hope the amend- 
i ment will be adopted. 
! Mr, PEARCE, I think it would be much bet- 
| ter to strike out the whole appropriation than to 
| enlarge it. The idea of a navy-yard at Memphis 
i! is a perfect delusion. Congress made a great mis- 
i take in ever establishing a navy-yard seven hun- 
|! dred miles from the sea, upon a river whose 
|| Waters, during a large portion of the year, are not 
| of a sufficient depth to allow vessels of a draught 
|, of more than seven feet to ascend it. I believe 
|i this navy-yard is wholly useless. I know the 
| whole history of it; and I think, if we are to ap- 
|: propriate a dollar more than is already in the bill, 
|i it will be better to strike out the whole appropri- 
1i ation. 
Mr. BELL. Now, Mr. President, I should 
; like to know what the honorable Senator from 
l! Maryland knows so much more than any other 
‘| honorable Senator. Let him inform us why it 
‘| would be better to strike out the whole of this 
i appropriation. The honorable Senator says he 
| knows the whole history of it. What was it? 
I should like to learn it. 
Mr. PEARCE. Perhaps you would not like 
|; to hear it. 

Mr. BELL. I was not here when this navy- 
yard was commenced, but I know the Government 
has gone on and established a navy-yard there, 
|j and appropriated some $700,000 or $800,000 for 
| it,and for building it up; perhaps the expenditure 
|| has gone as high as $800,000 or $900,000. It is 
|| said that it is seven hundred miles from the sea- 
board. J admit that that is a formidable objec- 
|| tion; buta great many honorable Senators and 
members of Congress, generally thought a navy- 
| yard could be established there upon great public 
i| principles, in reference to what is called our great 
|i inland sea—the Mississippi. Some honorable 
Senators thought it would be better to establish a 
| navy-yard at Memphis, instead of at Baton Rouge 
li or at New Orleans, because it was in a latitude 
where more continuous and uniform health could 
be expected. It was established, too, în the neigh- 


į white-oak and other timber used in ship-building, 
and in the vicinity of the finest iron and coal to be 
found anywhere in the United States. As I have 
stated already, it is above the latitude of those 
dangerous epidemics which sometime afflict the 
lower Mississippi at New Orleans, Baton Rouge, 
and Vicksburg. Memphis is about the line where 
the advantages of health are expected. These 
considerations undoubtedly influenced Congress 
in the original establishment of this yard. 

But, sir, 1 will dismiss all considerations as to 
the wisdom and expediency, or sound policy of 
| the establishment of a navy-yard at Memphis 
originally, and come to the question of whether, 
i, after you have expended $800,000 or $900,000 
there; after you have gone on to erect buildings, 
and after the Government has, as I learn, inde- 
pendently of ship-building, the finest establish- 
ment there which exists in the United States, you 
|| will not appropriate a sufficient sam. I am told, 
by those who seem to know a great deal about it, 
that you have over $100,000 worth of the finest 
‘| machinery there. I have looked at it, and in- 
spected it, and I understand it is superior to all 
| Similar machinery in the country. 

T learn that it has been the policy of the De- 
partment to make Memphis a place for the man- 
|| ufacture of cordage for the Navy of the United 
| States, and they have fine machinery there for 
| that purpose. The consideration which led to this 
view was that it was in the vicinity of the finest 


and Kentucky hemp. 

It may be true, sir, as the Senator from Mary- 
land says, that, during some seasons of the year, 
i| only vessels of seven feet water could pass over 
ithe bars in the Mississippi. I do not know 


borhood of the finest building materials, of fine | 


hemp grown in the United States—the Missouri |! 


whether that is.really'so or not. Below Memphis 
there may be an occasional bar inthe loweststage 
of the water; but for nine or tén months'in the 
year, I am sure, the largest class vessels may be 
floated in safety up'to that point. aoe 
What is now wanting in the conipletion of this 
yard? it will cost. ¢400,000 or $500,000, perhaps, 
to make it adapted, in all respects, to the construc- 
tion of vessels of war. I do ‘not know that it 
would be important to discriminate bétween. the 
largest elass of vessels and the lowest, or to “take 
the medium class. Perhaps none but the medium 
class could be constructed and floated out there, 
Still, that would be an acquisition.’ The time may 
come, sir, when we shall: have a ‘contest for the 
command of the Gulf of Mgxico; and then a navy- 
yard seven hundred miles from the sea<coast, on 
the Mississippi river, may be a very valuable ac- 
quisition for the maintenance of our rights and 
our sovereignty in the Gulf. - There can’ be no 
substantial objection on that ground. 
| Now, sir, as to the pitiful appropriation pro- 
posed in the bill, you might as well strike it out 
altogether. The appropriation in the: bill is 
$13,400 <* for excavation and embankment, smith’s 
| Shop, storehouse, and repairs of -all kinds.” 
| What is $13,400 for such a purpose? You aight 
as well strike out thé amount at once. The Navy 
Department, who have no disposition to favor the 
navy-yard at Memphis, recommended a much 
larger sum. Thecommandant, and the other officers 
| of the Government having control of this yard, 
and appointed for the purpose, recommended, I be- 
lieve, about $500,000 as necessary to complete the 
| yard, and put itin a position where diiapidation 
could not go on to destroy the works which had 
already been in part constructed. The Depart- 
| ment reduced that recommendation down. to 
$65,000, which, with all their notions of the in- 
ferior virtue of this yard, compared with other 
yards, they recommended to Congress as the 
minimum sum. Now, the House of Representa- 
| tives have reduced the amount to $13,400. I pre- 
| fer greatly that the Senate should strike out the 
| entire appropriation, because $13,400 isa mockery. 
I will not argue the question; but if you mean’to 
| preserve the works which you have already con- 
structed there, at an enormous cost, you ought to 
i make the appropriation at least $30,000. Situated, 
as that yard is, on the margin of the Mississippi, 
where another stream, Wolf river, flows into it, 
we are liable to the loss of more than $32,000 of 
| the work already completed, if we have no greater 
j appropriation than that. But, sir, I trust the 
| Senate, even although they may hereafter conclude 
that it would be economical and prudent to dis- 
pense with this yard altogether, will appropriate 
enough to preserve the valuable public works 
which are already constructed, and which are as 
valuable as thoseat Boston, New York, and Phila- 
delphia, or at any other navy-yard in the Union. 
I have understood they have gone on with the 
; works there with a view to the manufacture of 
i| cordage, because they ‘supposed they could get 
|; there the best material, and could manufacture it 
; at a less cost than at any other point in the United 
! States. " 
i Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I do not think 
i | ever assume to know more than all Congress, or 
thananybody else; but I have an undoubted right 
to give the opinion which I entertain, and it is not 
i| to be influenced or controlled by the opinions of 
| others. I simply expressed my-own opinion; 
| and I am very sure that, if all of us were com- 
{| pelled to say what we think, whether we desired 
|j to do so or not, nine members out of ten in the 
| Senate would say that a navy-yard never should 
|; have been established at Memphis. When I said 
| I knew all about the history of this yard, I meant 
| this: that Congress; on the occasion of its estab- 
i lishment, yielded to the anxious solicitude of cer- 
| tain gentlemen, then members of this body and the 
|| other House, under the pressure of local influences. 
|| Farther than that I need not go. I know the prop- 
| osition was first received with a smile of mirth on 


© every countenance, but at last it was obtained; 


i 
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i be a good place for a national rope-walk for the 
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td. My ‘opinion is, that we ought never to {| 
shave éstablished a navy-yard there: Wehaveto 
usei for one at that point., if dilapidation has begun 
already, t think. we bad better stop itat once. l 
will not consume the time of the Senate on this 
question. aa ee Ce Bisotke 

Mri JONES, of- Tennessee. Mr. President, 


the Sérator from Maryland undertakes to adjudi- |; 


cute this: question, l think, without, any facts 
being before him.. He says a navy-yard onght 
never to have been established at Memphis. Well, 
sir, the Coigress.of the United- States thought 
differently. Thatis a mere difference of opinion 
‘Hetween the Congress of the United States and 
the Senator from Maryland; and | should hesitate 
long to iake the. opinjgons of any one Senator as 
‘against the combined action of the American Con- 
giess. But, sir, that is not all. At the last ses 
sión of Congress, the Naval Committee sent. to 
you one of the strongest reports I ever re&d, in 
favor of the continuation of this yard as a navy- 
yard under the government of the United States. 
The Senator says, however, that it ought to be 
abolished. That is his opinion; but I entertain 
avery different view. { undertake to say, that 
vessels can be built there cheaper than at any 
other navy-yard in the United States, and of as 
good material as any to besfound in the United 
States, | will not set up my judgment against 
that of the Senator from Maryland, but I speak 
the opinion of every commandant who has been 
at the navy-yard from its organization to the 
present day. 1 have before mea report of the 
present commandant of that yard, in which he 
presents to the Department the expenditure ne- 
cessary to carryout that work, amounting to 
$700,000, and he has a high opinion of its import- 
ance. 
The Senator says that it had better be abolished. 
J] would ask that Senator if he can abolish it with- 
outa violation of the faith, the honor, and the in- 
tegrity of this nation, The State of Tennessee 
and the city of Memphis gave to the Government 
of the United States a large plat of land, worth | 
now about $500,000, expressly upon the condi- 
tion that the Government should establish a navy- 
yard there. Now, before Congress attempt to 
abolish it, T wish them to go back, and retrocede to 
us the land which they havetaken, 1 would much 
prefer that they should do that, rather than go on 
with the mere pretense of keeping up anavy-yard 
by appropriating $13,000 a year. That is not 
enough to keep up the embankments which are put 
therefrom one year to another, Your commandant 
there, one of your own officers, having charge of 
the yard, sends his estimates, and tells you that 
it will take $700,000 to carry out the contract 
which the Government has made with the people | 
of Tennessee to establish a navy yard there. 
The Department reduced it to $65.000; the House 
of Representatives reduced it to $13,000; and now 
the Senator from Maryland wants to strike it out 
altogether. Of the latter cwo propositions, I think 
that of the Senator from Maryland is the best. 
You had better strike ont the whole appropriation 
rather than give only $13,000, for it will be that 
much money thrown away; but if you mean to 
carry out the obligations of the Government in 
good faith, make an appropriation adequate to 
carry out the work. 

Itis said that this navy-yard is seven hundred 
miles from the sea. What difference does that || 
make if you have as good transportation from 
Memphis to the ocean as from Baltimore to the 
ocean? Does it follow that you must be on salt 
water to enjoy any of the berefits or patronage of 
this Government? That seems to be the doctrine jj 
of some gentlemen here, but | do not subscribe to 
it. Tecan tell the honorable Senator from Mary- 
land, that, during eight months of the year, a 
vessel which can go out from the port of New 
Orleans can go out from the port of Memphis. 
The'shallowest point is at the mouth of the river, | 
which one of the appropriations in the river and 
harbor bill is for the purpose of deepening. During 
eight months of the year, whenever you can go 
out from New Orleans, you can go from Memphis. 

I know, sir, this is no time to debate the ques- 
tion. It is reserved until the last hours of the 
session, and then we are called upon to surrender 
the rights of our constituents, or we are charged 
with consuming the public time, and delaying the 
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l act of folly on the part of the Government to estab- 


such an appropriation as is-here proposed of only. 
$13,000 tor such a purpose.. tf you intend to 


hearry dur, in good faith, the object in which you 


have engaged, a much larger sum-is necessary. 
You have as this point some of the finest machin~ 
| ery imithe Union, whieh has cost the Government 
$110,000. That machinery stands stilh, and your 
pi3,uu0 will hardly Keep it in repair, ` For what 
| purpuse did you buy it? For what purpose did 

ou put ¥ there, unless you meant to operate it. 
You seém to have been diverted from the original 
purpose of establishing a navy-yard at Memphis, 
and have converted 1t into a rope-walk. You 
have built your houses, put your machinery in the 
houses, and there the machinery stands, and you 
do not give money enough to buy hemp to carry 
icon. That may be carrying out the good faith 


i| of the Government, but $ do not so understand it. | 


Mr. ATCHISON. Mr. President, L was a 
part and parcel of this Memphis navy-yard trans- 
action, as well as my friend from Maryland. 
We were here at the time it was proposed by a 
Senator from Tennessee, who was then a candi- 
date for Governor of that State, 

Mr. BELL. Do you mean me? 

Mr. AFCdISON. No, sir, you were not in 
the Senate ai the time. The question was asked 
of the Senator to whom | refer, tor what purpose 
will you establish a navy-yard at Memphis? fs 
it for the purpose of building vessels of war? Is 
it for the purpose of building mercantile vessels? 
{sit for the purpose of repairing vessels, and if so 
bow are you to get those vessels to the Gulf of 
Mexico atier you build them at Memphis, when 
for a large portion of the year you have not over 
seven or nine feet of water? Phe response was 
made, (and triumphantly, because we all voted for 
ir,) that vessels were to be brought from the Gulf 
of Mexico, to be repaired, to Memphis, seven hun- 
dred or one thousand miles from the gulf. They 
were to be brought by camels. My friend from 


| Maryland will remember it well. 


Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir 

Mr. AHCHISON. And, sir, when the ques- 
tion was asked what kind of camels they were, 
the Asiatic or Armenian camel, the camel with one 
or two humps, it was said that these camels are 
iron or wooden boxes to be exhausted and placed 
on each side of the vessel, and the vessel is to be 
lightened by those camels, and then in that man- 
ner brought up from the Gulf of Mexico to Mem- 
phis. (Laughter.} Yes, sir, every word of this 
is true. That was the argument. Now, l wish 
to ask the Senator from Tennessee, whether a 
vessel was ever built at the Memphis navy-yard, 
and whether a vessel was ever repaired at that 
navy-yard ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will answer the 
Senator with a great deal of pleasure. There never 
has been a vessel built there, because the yard has 
never been completed. 
can build a vessel when you will not permit us to 
finish the yard. We have got the rope-walk, but 
you will not even let us work that. 


Mr. ATCHISON. Well, sir, why has not the 


years since the original bill for the establishment 
of that navy-yard was passed; and why has it not 
been finished? The reason is, that it has been 
found to be impracticable. So soon as the excite- 
ment under which the bill got through both Houses 
of Congress, passed away, It was found to be an 


lish a navy-yard ‘at Memphis, or at any other poin 
away from the sea coast. Then it was argued that 


! we might well establish a rope-walk at Memphis. 


There was something in that. [admit it, and l 
am willing to make the necessary appropriation 


| for the establishment of a place there to make 


rope—to make sails, if you please, 

Mr. BELL. I wish to know if the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, and the honorable Senator 
from Maryland, supported the original proposi- 
tion? 

Mr. PEARCE. T always opposed it. 

Mr. ATCHISON. f believe I voted for it; but 
I will explain that matter. 

Mr. BELL. And yet the Senator from Mis- 
souri, a western man, denounces it now. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I will explain that, as the 
Senator requires an explanation. There were two 
gentlemen from Tennessee at that time—-one a 
member of the Senate and the other a member of 


appropriation bills. Thatis not my fault. What- |i 
ever charges may be made, | musi protest against | 


the House of Representatives—the one a Whig 


it is impossible thar we | 


yard been finished? ft has been some eight or ten | 


i as candidates for office in Tennessee. 


| I think, is a very strange thing. 


j 
and the other a Democrat—candidates for Gover- 


nor of Tennessee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Who were they? 

Mr. ATCHISON. . Brown and Foster. They ` 
were candidates for Governor of the State of Ten- 
nessee. ` One would say to his Whig friends, “If 
you will give me this appr®priation fora navy- 
yard at Memphis, I think f can triumphantly 
carry the State.’? [Laughter ] Theother would 


| go to his Democratie friends and tell them, “ Un- 


less you give me the navy-yard at Memphis‘ E 
shall certainly be defeated.” (Renewed laugh- 
ter.] Under this state of things, what could either 
Whig or Democrat do? We were under a kind 
of duress. We were bound to vote this appropri- 
ation in both Houses. But, Mr. President, it 
seems to me that the proposition made by the 
Senator from Maryland is the only true one: to 
strike out the appropriation and cede the lands and 
works to the State of Tennessee. 

Mr. GWIN. l hope we shall have a vote on 


| the amendment. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My friend from 
California must pardon me if I detain the Senate 
fora few moments. He will very well see that [ 
cannot do less. If the honorable Senator from 
Missouri lent himself to that sort of political bar- 
gain and intrigue between Foster and Brown, and 
suffered himself and the Government to be mulcted 
in this way, I have no fault to find with him, but 
the facts remain the same. Whatever Mr. Foster 
and Mr. Brown may have said to their party 
friends to induce them to vote for the original ap- 
propriation, L will not permit myself to believe for 
a single moment that the honorable Senator from 
Missouri Jent himself to vote money simply to 
subserve the purposes of either of those gentlemen 
I will not 
allow myself to think that, 

But when we go back to the facts, they stand as 
I have stated them, and it is simply a question 
whether this Government will carry out this work 
orabandonit. [say to you, in all frankness, you 
had better abandon it than go on as you have done, 
and unless you mean to carry out, in good faith, 
the contract you have made, you had better cede 
the lands to usat once. The Senator from Mis- 
souri says he is willing to vote for a rope-walk 
there. He voted for the original proposition fora 
pavy-yard. He complains that no boats have 
been built there, and yet he refuses to give us the 
means of building vessels, and after the Govern- 
ment has converted it into a rope-walk, and has 
the machinery, and houses, and everything neces- 
sary except. the money to buy thehemp, he stands 
still and will not even vote that. Hisconsistency, 
T hope he will 
remember his own vote, and for the sake of 
Brown and Foster will carry out this project, and 
atleast permit us to have a rope-walk, if he will 
not allow us to build vessels. 

Mr. STUART called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; and they were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 15, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benjamin, Dawson, Foot, Geyer, 
James, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mor- 
ton, Rask, Seward, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and 
Weller—I5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Bright, Brown, 


4 Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge ot 


fowa, Evans, Fessenden, Gillette, Houston, Hunter, 
Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Toombs, and Walk er—24. 


į So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MALLORY. Tam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to offer the following 
amendment: 


Sec. —. And be tt further enacted, That the President 
of the United States, within thirty days from the passage 
hereof, shall assemble a naval board, to consist of three 
captains, two commanders, and two lieutenants, which 
bourd shall investigate the conduct, the character, and 
standing of all the officers of the grades of captains, com- 
manders, lieutenants, passed midshipmen, and officers in 
the line of promotion; aud shall ascertain and report to the 
Secretary of the Navy, under such rules and regulations as 
he may prescribe, every officer of said grades that said 


| board shall deem incompetent or disqualified to discharge 


promptly his whole duty, ashore and afloat. And in every 
case the said board shall report in two separate classes 
such officers 4s the interesta of the service require should 
be dismissed, and snch as should be placed out of the line 
of promotion, with its reasons for the same: Provided, 
That upon said board, officers shall not investigate, vote, 
ot report on officers of a senior grade. Immediately upon 
the return of the reports of the board to the Secretary of the 
Navy, he shall, so far asthe President shall approve the 
same, cause those officers who. may be reported for dis- 
missa] to Ue dismissed the service, with six months’ sea- 
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service pay; and those who may be reported for with- 
drawal from the line of promotion to-be so'withdrawa upon 
pay, which shall not be more than three fifths, nor less 
than one fifth their sea.service pay. respectively, to be .de- 
termined and approved by the President: Provided, That 
passed midshipmen and masters in the line of promotion 
so reported in the second class shall be dropped from the 
service, aud shall thereupon receive one year’s sea-service 
pay. The said board shall be convened and regulated as 
the Secretary may direct; and he shall ascertain, in such 
manner as he may deem just and expedient, the service, 
stauding, and character of the officers of the grades afore- 
said, and submit the sameto the board for its better inform- 
ation: Provided, That the promotions which may be made 
in consequence of such dismissals and withdrawals shall 
reduce the grade of commanders to seventy, which shall 
hereafter be the number of said grade. 

I will say, in a few words, Mr. President, that 
this amendment, in effect, has passed this body 
twice; it has again been carefally considered by 
the committee; and it has been recommended by 
the Secretary of the Navy. It has been modified 
to meet some suggestions of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs of the House of Representatives. 
It is but one clause, and relates entirely to retiring 
and dismissing. 

Mr. CASS. I wish barely to suggest whether, 
at this stage of the session, it is proper to enter 
into the consideration of such an important ques- 
tion. I would rather see the proposition in print, 
so as to understand its bearing fully, before voting 
on it, One or two things in it struck me unfavor- 
ably from the reading of the amendment. Cer- 
tainly { am not prepared to vote on it at this time. 

Mr. WELLER. I believe the whole subject 
embraced in the amendment has been fully dis- 
cussed at this session. 

Mr. CASS. That may be; but I should prefer 
to see it in print. lt makes a great change in our 
naval system; and before I vote on it I should 
like to examine it and understand it. 

Mr. MALLORY. Let me say to my honora- 
ble friend from Michigan that there is no branch 
of the public service which stands in need of a 
measure of this kind, so much as the Navy. This 
isa proposition which has been carefully consid- 
ered. lt has been modified to meet some just 
views of the Fouse committee. ft is a measure 
which passed this body after full discussion. It 
was investigated by the honorable Senator from 
New York, (Mr. Fisu,] and myself in the Naval 
Committee, I think it meets the views and wishes 
of the entire Navy, and it will do more to resus- 
citate it than anything | know of. It will save 
money to the Government. 

Mr. BAYARD. My impression is that this 
amendment is substantially different from the na- 
val reform bill which has passed the Senate at this 
session; and I wish to know from the honorable 
Senator from Florida whether such is not the fact? 
I do not like the idea of having a secret inquisition 
upon the characters of men without any charges 
being presented against them. I do not like the 
idea of giving authority to assemble such a board 
of officers to pass on the merits or demerits of all 
their fellow-officers in theservice. 1 have a recol- 
lection of one board that was convened before, 
and I wish { had here the protest of one of the 
most gallant officers in your service (Commodore 
Stewart) against the action of that board, which 
made a lasting impression on my mind of the im- 
propriety of all organizations ofthat kind. At all 
events, | should like further time to consider this 
proposition, It does not seem to me to resemble 
substantially that which passed the Senate in the 
naval reform bill of this session. 

Mr. MALLORY. I will reply to my friend 
from Delaware by simply saying that this is an 
improvement on that bill. It meets his view ex- 
actly. The board has to give its reasons, and 
those reasons are to be approved by the Secretary 
of the Navy and the President. The investigation 
will therefore be thorough. 

Mr. BAYARD. J understand that, but the 
danger is that it removes the responsibility from 
the Secretary of the Navy, and throws it on no- 
body. Ido not likethese boards. I would rather, 
if this thing is to be done, the Secretary of the 
Navy should do it on his own personal responsi- 
bility,and let him stand before the country as to 
the justice or injustice of his action. If weare to 
have the Navy reorganized on this basis, do not 
throw the responsibility on a board where every- 
body does it, and nobody does it. 

Mr. MALLORY. Then it never will be done. 

Mr. GWIN. It is perfectly evident that the 
Secretary of the Navy cannot act unless he gets 


; done in a well considered, independent bill, adopted 


| ator from Florida removed only the evils stated by 


information, and he cannot get it unless. some 

board lays it before him. I wish to preas on the 

Senate the necessity of adopting this amendment; 
and I will read, omitting the names, a listof some 

lieutenants in the Navy whom we have been pay- 

ing, but who do no service, and are constantly 

overslaughed. The Naval Committee wished to 

know why thgse officers were constantly over- 
slaughed, and they received an answer from the 
Department. I will read it to the Senate. No. 1 
was *‘ passed over in 1832 as physically and men- 
tally incompetent.” For twenty-two years he has 
received pay without doing service, on account of 
mental and physical incompetency. No. 2 was 
& passed over in March, 1841, and permitted to 

remain in the service, with the understanding that 
he should not be in the line of promotion.” There 
is an officer who has been receiving pay for thir- 
teen years, with a distinct understanding that he 

should be overslaughed and do no service. No. 

3 was passed over *‘ for habitual intemperance. 

The Department granted him a perpetual furlough 
in July, 1843, at his own request, and to be con- 

sidered as out of the line of promotion.” No. 4 
was “passed over in April, 1851, in consequence 

of habitual intemperance, which was established 

before a court of inquiry.’? These are the men 

whom we wish to get clear of by the amendment 

we now propose. These men are constantly re- 

ceiving pay,and never will do any service, and 

never can be got rid of while the present system 

exists. But here, sir, is another case. No. 5 

“ passed over in December, 1852, in consequence 

of mental derangement, produced by intemper- 

ance.” Our object is to get rid of such men as 

these; and, surely, the service will be greatly im- 
proved by it. They should be dropped from the 
Navy; but they cannot be under the present sy% 
tem. 

Mr. BAYARD. Ihave no doubt the honor- 
able Senator from California is perfectly right. 
Everybody admits that the Navy requires re 
orgavizauom ‘I'he Senate passed a bilb for that 
purpose at the present session. If í am not mis- 
taken, the provision in that bill, in reference to the 
mode in which the incompetent officers were to be 
removed from the Navy, is substantially different 
from thé provision now attempted to be inserted 
in this bill as an amendment. Iam unwilling to 
attach to an appropriation bill what may be sup- 
posed to be a remedy for an existing evil, without 
having had due time to consider whether that rem- 
edy be proper, and especially when I think the 
mode of reform proposed is one of great danger. 
I think a tribunal, arranged as is proposed to be 
done under this amendment, will not lead to proper 
results in throwing improper individuals out of the 
Navy. lt is on thatground, and not that I do not 
want reform, that I am opposed to tacking this 
amendment to an appropriation bill. 

Allow me to say, further, sir, that we have passed 
the bill to which I have alluded; it has gone to the 
House of Representatives, and f presume they will 
act on it; or if they do not act on it at this session, 
they probably will at the next. And it certainly 
is much more appropriate that in the reorganiza- @ 
tion of the Navy of the United States it should be 


for that purpose, rather than forced upon an ap- 
propriation bill. 
Mr. TOOMBS. If the amendment of the Sen- 
the Senator from California, | should cheerfully go 
for it. I would readily support an amendment to 
strike all those officers from the Navy; but this 
amendment does a great deal more; and I agree 
with the Sengtor from Delaware, that it is a very 
inappropriate time, within twenty hours of the 


adjournment of Congress, on a money bill, to at- |! 


tempt a reorganization of the Navy of the United | 
States, because you have a parcel of people in it 
who ought to have been dismissed twenty years | 
ago. If you will put the amendment in such a 
form as to embrace the cases stated by the Sena- 
tor from California, and order the President to 
dismiss those officers, I should cheerfully vote for 
it, but F cannot vote for this amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. I think I recollect that the Sena- | 
tor from Georgia, when a member of the other 
House, made a very summary onslaught on the 
Army by moving to cut down the appropriations 
one half because he thought there were errors that 


reorganizing ‘the Navy; we. want»to get rid<of 
worthless officers, and therefore we have.proposed 
this amendment. ~ y EE E ai 
Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, this is:not 
an ill-considered ur hasty. measure. It was brought 
forward in the House of Representatives, and unan- 
‘imously recommended by the Commitee on Na- 
val Affairs ofthat House . It-is only one section 
of a very elaborate bill for the reorganization of 
the Navy.. There area great many errors which 
ought to be corrected, and thisis one.. The amend- 
ment is substantially what has bees passed by this 
body, with one exception. It. does not throw the 
responsibility on the Secretary of the Navy alone, 
which is equivalent to having no improvement 
whatever, because the very fact that these abuses 
exist, shows that no Secretafy will take the respon- 
sibility of correcting them, but enables him to 
summon a board of seven officers advisedly; and 
their finding is not final, but with the approbation 
of the President. : 
Mr. BAYARD. I recollect reading the bill of 
the House early in the session, and I made-up my 
mind then that [ could not possibly vote for it, and 
principally because of the board which it provided 
for. {think the bill which passed the Senate, and 
which, therefore, must be taken as expressing the 
judgment of the Senate, although it gave the re- 
sponsibility to the Secretary of the Navy, provided 
for ascertaining by consultation among the officers 
of the service generally the character of each in- 
dividual, which is far preferable, I think, to the 
organization of such a board as this. : 
Mr. PRATT called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 22, nays 23; as follows: i 
YEAS—Messrs Atchison, Bel, Benjamin, Brodhead, 
Chase. Dudge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Gil- 
lette, Gwin, Johnson, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mallory, Rockwetl, Sebastion, Seward, Slidell, Thomson 
of New Jersey, Wade, Walker, and Weller. 
NAYS—Morsrs. Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brown, Butler, 
Cass, Clay, Cooper, Dawson; Evans, Fitzpatrick, Foot, 
Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Morton, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, 
‘Rusk, Stuart, Toombs, and Toucey~—~23, 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. The appropriation in this 
bill for the Pensacola navy-yard reads thus: ` 

For continuation of permanent wharf; continuation of 
deep basin; raiSing walls of dock basin; engine and blast 
pipes for smiths? and machine shop; and repairs of all 
Kinds, $143,500. 

{ move to amend the clause by striking opt 
* continuation of deep basin; raising walls of dotk 
basin.” We have in this clause an appropriation. 
of $143,000 for the Pensacola navy-yard; and for 
what purposes? We find among them ‘* contin- 
uation of deep basin, raising walls of dock basin,” 
to keep upa dock which is a nuisance, and so 
declared by a competent board of officers. who 
were appointed to examine it. They reported 
that it was unfit, and ought not to be accepted by 
the Government; but notwithstanding this, the 
contractors received for the dock the sum of 
$993,000. I move, first, to strike out the words 
which I have indicated, and then probably the ap- 
propriation can be reduced from $143,006 to about 
$50,000 for the other items. I make the motion 
to strike out because the dock is of no uSe, and 
the Senators from that State know it very well. 
l move to strike out because a competent board 
of officers, appointed to judge of the work, have 
reported to the Secretary of the Navy-—and the 
Secretary concurs in their report—that the dock 
is of no use, and that the contractors did not com- 
ply with theircontract. 

Now we are called on to make a deep basin 
for this dock, which is to be eaten up by the 
| worms in less than three years, and which depre- 
Ciates twenty per cent. every year. We are to 
appropriate this amount of money for a structure 
which is of no use at all, and both the Senators 
from Florida know it very well. Why continue 
| these appropriations upon this dock, basin, and 
i railway? This may have come from the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks, but it ought never to have 
i come from there. If we are going to help the 
contractors out with their contract; if weare going 
on to complete this structure, which it was the 
duty of the contractors to do, we had better re- 
ceive the dock at once and abandon it. It ought 
to be abandoned. It isof no use there; it cannot 
be made of any use. Vessels have to be taken 


ought to be corrected by cutting down the appro- 
priations. Now, we wish to do some good in 


into it by camels, | understand, in the same way 
as they were taken up the Mississippi to Mem- 
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is; Now they: come: witha proposition for 

to make’ a deep 7 
délphia they ask for an appropriation of. $15,000 
‘or $20,000 a year to-dredge in front of this: new 
plan of dock, and the. very first freshet that comes 
the river fills up again, 0000 0S + 
= These contractors have received over three mil- 
tions of dollars for docks, basins, and railways 
on the Atlantic coast, and now a competent board 
of officers have reported to the Navy Department, 
‘what I asserted two. years ago before the Senate, 
that these conttactors, instead of putting up proper 
docks, were placing nuisances at the navy-yards 
throughout the country. “For these reasons, I 
ake thè motion: to strike out. I do not, how- 
ever, wish to detain: the Senate. If it were a 
small sum, I should not have said a word. 
“i Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, the honor- 
able: Senator from Pennsylvania has made him- 
self conspicuous, and I am gratified that he has, 
on: all occasions, in reference to these docks. He 
has beén instrumental in bringing to the notice of 
the Senate certain abuses in their construction, 
for which I think the Senate and the country are 
indebted tohim. We were all indebted to him at 
the last session of Congress for much valuable 
information in regard to these abuses. I may 
‘gay, however, that they are connected with the 
character of the contracts rather than the charac- 
ter of the work to be executed. In relation to 
‘this’ particular amendment, I will say that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs has refused its appro- 
bation to an appropriation of $20,000. to be ex- 
pended upon this deep basin. 

The dock at Pensacola is the ordinary dock 
now used at the harbors of Charleston, Savannah, 
Mobile, and other places. It is useless at Pensa- 
cola, unless you have a basin or some secure 

lace in which you can put the dock after you 

ave a ship in it. The dock, I may say, is a 
large scow, which being sunk underneath a ves- 

sel, and then exhausted of its water, raises the 
vessel up, and in that position the vessel can be 
repaired, provided the dock remains stationary. 
To keep it in that place, you must have a basin 
or pier to secure it. It is for such a basin that 
this appropriation is proposed to be made. 

: Under the contract for constructing the dock at 
Pensacola, the Secretary of the Navy was bound 
to furnish a ship to make the experiment. He 
sent a frigate, and the experiment was unsuccess- 
fel. The dock raised the frigate very well, but 
could not float it into the basin because the ship, 
being a frigate, instead of a- line-of-battle-ship, 
was too short, and the main weight came in the 
middle, and thus gave the dock a curved form, 
and made it draw more water in the middle than 
at the ends, and added some twelve inches to its 
draft. The work, therefore, was not received by 
the board of examiners, and, according to the con- 
fract, no money could be paid until it was received. 
In defiance of what I think was justice and cor- 
rectness in the transaction of public affairs, how- 
ever, the whole contract price, $993,000, nearly a 
million of dollars, was actually paid to the con- 
tractors, notwithstanding the basin would not re- 
ceive the dock and vessel init: The only thing 
for the Secretary of the Navy to do is to bring 
suit upon the bonds, but I leave it for the Senate 
to say what chances there are for enforcing pay- 
ment, Ifthey knew as much about the bonds as 
those who examined the work, they would say 
the Secretary ought to use every means to make 
the dock available, before resorting to suit. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Has not the Secretary, under 
the discretionary authority to build a dock of the 
same kind in San Francisco, made a contract with 
the same people against whose dock this commis- 
sion reported? . 

Mr.GWIN. I will answer that question pres- 
ently. Iam in favor of these docks, and I will 
speak on the other side. 

Mr. MALLORY. Now, sir, this dock and 
basin.at Pensacola are at present entirely useless, 


after you have spent $1,000,000 on them; but by |; 


making this deep basin in front of the dock you 
will make it available. The contractors have the 
money, and there is no question as to whether 
you shall pay the money; for itis already in their 

ockets. Now, having this dock on our hands, 
it is important to have it available. In that view, 
I think it advisable, under all the circumstances, 
to make the appropriation which the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania proposes to strike out. 


a proposition for us | 
asin for their dock. At: Phila- t) th 


{ agree with the Senator from Pennsylvania as to 
the manner in which the contracts have bee; 

made and the money paid; but I do not agree wit 

him in the position that the dock itself, when com- 
pleted, will be.useless, because, if wé have a basin 
deep enough, we have the experience of Savannah 
and Charleston, and other places where vessels 
are being docked every day, to show its practica- 
bility. Unless you are disposed to undo what you 
have done, to throw away this public money at 
the Pensacola navy-yard, the only navy-yard on 
the Gulf, it is wisdom to make the appropriation. 

I will say, further, that I find among the papers 
submitted to us here, a very long memorial, nu; 
merously signed by the inhabitants of Warring- 
ton, who live where the dock is, testifying to its 
usefulness. Of that I know nothing, but I feel 
bound to mention the fact. I should not advocate 
this appropriation if 1 did not think it essential to 
carrying on the public service. 

r. BRODHEAD. [I should like to ask my 
friend from Florida what, in his opinion, is the 
annual depreciation in value of this dock? 

Mr. MALLORY. The dock is coppered to 
| high-water mark. It depends, as a matter of 
course, on the character of the copper. If it be 
twenty-eight ounce copper, it will last for seven 
years. These docks are very faulty in one re- 
spect: you cannot get at the bottom so readily as in 
the sectional dock, So long as the copper lasts, 
no worms can reach thedock. If it weretwenty- 
eight ounce copper, it would last for seven years; 
but if it were only eighteen ounce copper, it 
would not last so long. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, | shall vote 
for the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
fefennsylvania, although the appropriation is for 

work within the borders of my State, and within 
my own immediate vicinity. I look upon the 
establishment of this deep basin as perfectly un- 
; necessary and worthless tothe Government. The 
| board of commissioners appointed fo make a test 
: of the dock and basin built by the contractors, 
reported that outside the dock-basin in the Bay of 
Pensacola there was sufficient water to float any 
vessel whigh could pass the bar of Pensacola. 
There are some twenty-four or twenty-six feet of 
water there. I would ask, then, where is the 
| necessity of having what is called a deep basin 
there? [am opposed to it. 

The dock-basin there is not now the property of 
the Government. It made a contract with the 
contractors to construct a basin for this dock, and 
appointed a board of commissioners to inspect the 
work, and see whether that dock had been com- 
pleted according to contract. The board of com- 
missioners reported to the Government that the 
dock was not completed according to the contract, 
| and they refused to receiveit. Then, if you make 
| an appropriation for raising the walls of the dock- 
! basin, it will bea taking possession of it by the 
Government, and will place us in a false position 
before the country if we should bring suit against 
the contractors for non-compliance with their con- 
tract. An effort was made, by application to the 
Navy Department, to expend $3,000 or $4,000 for 
i the painting of this basin; but the Secretary of the 
Navy had too much astuteness to do this: because, 
by taking possession of the dock, or basin, for the 
purpose of painting, would be construed by the 
| contractors, and perhaps by the courts of the coun- 
i try, as a receival by the Government. The Gov- 


| 
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| ernment has nothing to do with that basin. It is 
now in the possession of the contractors. It has 
| never been turned over to the Government. The 


| Government has refused to receive it. Should 
|| we, then, make an appropriation to taise the walls 
‘of the basin? If we take possession of it, for the 


IP 


y the courts as a taking possession of the dock. 


| the Pensacola navy-yard, and unworthy the ex- 

! penditure of one cent by this Government further 

í than has been expended. 

, „Iam not disposed at this time, sir, to go into a 

| discussion of the question whether the contractors 

| have complied with their contract or not? All 1 | 

j can say is, that from the ex parte evidence pre- | 
sented to this body in the report of the Navy | 
Department, and in the report of the commission- | 
ers who examined the dock, it appears that the 
contractors have not complied with the contract. 
The subject has been referred to the Committee on 

i Naval Affairs of this body; and it seems that the 


urpose of raising the walls, it may be construed |! 


contractors have made a response-to the report of 
the board of commissioners. I am not disposed 
to pass judgment on the merits or demerits of their 
claim until we havea report from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. - When that report is: presented 
to the Senate, I think I shall be prepared to show, 
by incontrovertible evidence, that this contract has 
not been complied with by the contractors; that 
the Government should not receive the dock-and 
basin; and that suit ought immediately: ‘to. be 
brought against these defaulting contractors for 
| non-compliance with their contract. But, sir, as 
I remarked before, I do not wish to go into a dia- 
cussion of the question until we havea report from 
the Committee on Nayal Affairs on the subject. 
That will be the proper time to enter into the 
merits or demerits of the claim set up by the con- 
tractors, 
Mr. MALLORY. [havea few words to say 

to my colleague, It will be well enough to bear 
in mind that this dock was all paid. for under the 


| last Administration, under an opinion of the At- 


torney General, that- the United States were to 
find water. ; 3 

Mr. MORTON. Will my colleague suffer me 
i to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. MALLORY. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. The amount was paid under 
the last Administration | admit. I make no 
charge. against any Administration. I would 
scorn, as a Senator on this floor, to pursue a course 
towards one Administration which I would not 
towards another. The contractors presented a 
hypothetical case to the Attorney General, and 
upon that hypothetical case they obtained his opin- 
ion. There was not water enough, as I under- 
stand, at Philadelphia, and the contractors. re- 
; ported that there was not water enough at Pensa- 
| cola also; and the Department submitted the joint 
question to the Attorney General, whether the 
contractors should deepen the entrance into the 
basin, or whether the Government should make 
the necessary dredgings and excavations? Upon 
that hypothetical case, the Attorney General gave 
the opinion that it was the duty of the Government, 
| and not of the contractors, to furnish the neces- 
sary depth of water, as the basin had been located 
on the site designated by the Government. But, 
sir, when your board of commissioners examined 
into the matter, what did they report? In contra- 
diction of what had been stated to the Department 
by the contractors, the board of commissioners 
reported that there was sufficient water immedi- 
ately outside this dock-basin, at Pensacola, to 
float any vessel that could pass the bar of Pensa- 
cola; that there were twenty-four or twenty-six 
feet of water there. 

My colleague was mistaken in his first remarks 
in one point. Hespokeof the curving of the dock 
i by the frigate being taken onit. Tt is trueit was 
| thrown out of line some nineteen inches, I be- 
| lieve. The fault was not in floating anywhere 
outside the basin; but the contractors had. obli- 
‘gated themselves to furnish ten feet of water 
within the basin; and, upon an admeasurement of 
the water in the basin, there was found to be only 
nine feet ten inches there. There was not water 
sufficient in the dock-basin to float the dock with 
the frigate on it. If my colleague will examine 
the report of the commissioners, he wiil find that 
there was no complaint whatever on the part of 
the contractors that there was not sufficient wa- — 
ter outside the basin; but there was not water 
enough in the sill or gate of the basin to float the 
dock in; and neither was there sufficient water 


| within the basin to sustain the dock with the 


frigate on board, when there. 
Sir, it is perfectly unnecessary, and a wasteful 
expenditure of money, to construct this deep basin, 


s i as there is now sufficient water there; and I shall, 
i F look upon the dock and basin as a nuisance to |} 


therefore, vote for the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Pennsylvania; but I do hope 
that, in liberality to the Pensacola havy-yard, he 
will not propose a reduction of the appropriation 
for that yard. Taking it in the gross, it is not, 
perhaps, equal to the estimate for a permanent 
wharf there; and every dollar of the appropriation 
can be advantageously expended in its construc- 
tion. It ig not equal, I believe, to the estimate 
sentin by the engineers for the continuation of 
that permanent wharf. It is the only work ever 
commenced in that navy-yard worthy of the Gov- 
ernment which constructed it, and F hope it will 
be allowed to go on. 
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Mr. MALLORY. 1 was going on to say, | 
when my colleague interrupted me with:his ‘* one 
word,” that these contractors were paid under the 
last Administration by a ruling of the Attorney 
General that, although the contractors were to find 
the dock, the United States were to find the water, | 
and as the United States had not found the water; | 
and the dock was: there, the Department paid the 
#993,000; However erroneous that ruling may. 

e, such is the naked ffet. The contractors have 
the money, and the dock is moored at Pensacola. | 
If the dock can get-into the basin, it will be as 
useful as every other dock; and they are scattered | 
over the coast from Kittery to New Orleans. This 
dock is universally used throughout the country. 
It is very useful, but it needs the basin. | 

Mr. TOOMBS. Does the gentleman say that | 
the dock, with the basin and railway, was ever 
used by anybody but this Government? 

Mr. MALLORY. The dock needs a basin. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iwish to know whether any~ | 
body but the Government ever was fool enough to | 
use this dock with the basin and railway ? : 

Mr. MALLORY. I say this dock is being used 
all over the United States, and ships are docked in | 
it while we are talking about it. i 

Mr. TOOMBS. My question is, whether it has | 
been used in connection with the railway and basin | 
by anybody in the world except this Government? || 

Mr. MALLORY. Therailway, the gentleman | 
must know, has no connection with the dock and [/ 
basin. T'he railway is simply a convenience to `! 
enable you to repair more ships than one at the 
same time. If you have one ship in the dock, |! 
without a railway, you cannot repair more than || 
that one at a time; but with a railway, you may |! 
repair a large number at once. Now, the question || 
is not whether the basin and railway are entirely | 
superfluous, but the question for the country to | 
determine is, whether they will abandon this dock | 
and basin, for which they have paid $1,000,000, 
or whether they will make it available and useful ; 
by this further expenditure? i 

l agree with my colleague and the Senator from ! 
Pennsylvania, that there are features about these i 
dock contracts which none of us approve; but || 
the contractors have got the money, and I venture ; 
the opinion that if suit be brought on the bonds | 
-~and I almost know that the Secretary has de- | 
termined to do it—it will end in nothing; but we |; 
shall still have the dock on our hands. Instead of | 
allowing it to deteriorate, why not expend this |! 
small sum of money which will make it available || 
and useful? It will enable the dock to be got into | 
the basin, and then you can use it. I have great ; 
regard for the opinion of my colleague on this ; 
matter; but I have much greater regard for my | 
own; because I. have inspected ships and docks, ji 
and [ have seen many a ship docked in precisely |} 
such a dock as this; and I can see, as it were, be- f 
fore me now, the identical difficuity which is in ; 
the way. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I wish to ask the Senator ; 
from Florida will this appropriation complete the | 
work, or only begin it? Will this finish the dock |} 
so that it can be used ? l i 

Mr. MALLORY. I hold that this appropria- | 
tion will enable us to dock a frigate immediately; `! 
and! think, without it, yon will never be able to ¿| 
dock a ship there at all. That is my position. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, it is very sel- 
dom that I occupy the attention of the Senate; but i 
as this is a local matter in which I feel a reponsi- iH 
bility to my constituents in opposing an item for ij 
my own State, I beg leave to say a few words | 
further. f 

I am in favor of the amendment of the Senator | 
from Pennsylvania, for the simple reason that this | 
deep basin is perfectly unnecessary. We have the | 
evidence of competent naval officers that there is |! 
sufficient depth of waterat Pensacola now, without i 
any such expenditure as this. I am opposed to |! 
the expenditure for raising the walls of the dock | 
basin, for the reason that the board of officers ap 
pointed to examine and inspect it reported tha 
there was not sufficient water within the basin to | 
float the dock with a frigate on it; and the ex- ` 
penditure of this money for raising the wallsof the ' 
basin. will not give you an inch, or a fragment ofi] 
an inch, additional water in the basin. That 
board, composed of Navy and Army officers and | 
engineers, reported to the Department that there | 
was not sufficient depth of water in the basin, and | 
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that the contractors had not complied with the! 


contract. Now, if you add to the height of the 
wall. of the basin, you will not get an additional 
inch of water in that basin. How, then, can my 
colleague say that by raising this wall, or making 


this basin—when you have now twenty-four | 


feet of water, by expending money to give you 
thirty. or forty feet—it will enable you to take the 
dock into the basin, which has only nine-feet ten 
inches of water over its gate? Everybody knows 
that water seeks its own level. You may raise a 
wall around it as high as you please, and it will 
not add a fragment of an inch to the depth of the 
water in the basin. j 

My colleague spoke of the opinion of the At- 
torney General. 
hesitancy in saying that the opinion of the At- 
torney General was perfectly correct on the case 
presented to him. The simple case presented 
to him was, should the contractors or the Gov- 
ernment furnish the water outside the basin to 
bring thedock to the gate of the basin. The At- 
torney General unhesitatingly decided that the 


i| Government was bound to furnish the water, as 
The De- |j 


it had fixed on the site for the basin? 
partment submitted that question to the Attorney 
General, but there was no evidence that there was 
not sufficient water outside the basin to float the 
dock into the basin. There-was nothing but the 
statement of the contractors themselves. On that 
hypothetical case, submitted to the Attorney Gen- 


eral, he gave his opinion.. Subsequently; when | 


the Government appointed a board of officers and 
engineers to examine into the whole matter, they 
reported that there was sufficient water without 
the gate of this basin to float the dock to the basin, 


I am no lawyer, but I have no | 


given usa place for a.dock basin and railway; with- 
out any of those appliances. There are four.or five 
places in the United States where we need navy- 
yards; and although, as the head of the Naval:Com- 
mittee, I sustain all the navy-yards; I believe in. 
a great deal of what the Senator from Maryland 
said this morning, and I think the time‘is rapidly: 
approaching when we should consider whether we: 
ought not to abandon some of them, and” retain 
those at proper locations where. they are really 
! useful. E wags Ba tee 
I undertake to say this dock in. the waters.ih 
| Galifornia will be eminently useful to the country. 
We want a dock, basin, and railway there. The 
contract to which the Senator from Georgia al- 
luded has been made in accordance with law, and 
in accordance with the public necessities of that 
|| section of the country. We, shall never hear of 
the Government doing this, that, and the other, 
to make a navy-yard. there. God Almighty has 
made it. It is unnecessary to dredge, as you are 
doing atall your navy-yards, except three or four. 
Look at this appropriation. bill, and you find. that 
ij you appropriate for dredging at Washington, at 
|, Philadelphia, at Pensacola, and various other navy- 
i yards. 1 could refer to some—but I do not.wish 
to discriminate~-which were never intended for 
the purposes to which they have been: applied. 
New York, Boston, Norfolk, and San Francisco, 
|| are the points which nature has made for ourgreat 
navy-yards, and for the docking of vessels.” The 
| old stone docks were very fine things in their time, 
i| before steam was discovered; but, in my opinion, 
! another stone dock will never be built in this or in 
‘any other country. That, however, is entirély 
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but that there was not enough water over the'sill |} immaterial to the point in issue. All I want to 
of the basin and in the basin itself to float fem! do is to state the facts as they are. If the Senator 


dock with a frigate on board. 
Mr. GWIN. 
from Florida [Mr. Morton] wishes the motion 
to strike out to prevail, of course I shall not ob- 
ject. The only effect is to render it impossible for 
the Government ever to repair a ship at his navy- 
ard, or to use this dock m any way whatever. 
That, however, is a local matter, for the consid- 
eration of the honorable Senator and his State. 
Mr. MORTON. You will never repair a ves- 
sel with the dock. 
Mr. GWIN. That is the Senator’s opinion. 
The Senator has been led into error in regard to 


the insufficiency of the dock and the violation of |) 
the contract, by the report of the board of officers | 


to which he has so often referred. Now, I under- 
take to say that that report is as completely cut 
to pieces by the answer of the contractors as any 


document ever was in the history of this country; | 


and if the Senator from Florida and the Senator 
from Pennsylvania will withdraw their objections 
to the publication of that document, we shail see 


both sides without having long speeches on the | 


subject. This morning I proposed to discharge 


.the committee, and have that document published, 
that we might see the other side of the question | 


as well as one which has been so often and elab- 
orately discussed here; but the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania objected to it. : 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I did object to discharging 
the committee and printing the document referred 


| to, because the committee had nottaken any action | 
| upon it. We had not time to examine it and make 


a report; why, then, discharge the committee and 
publish the document? 


Mr. GWIN. It could very easily be referred | 


to the committee next winter, and examined, and 
reported on by them. Is the gentleman afraid to 
see it in print? 
and arguments presented by the contractors de- 
fend themselves abundantly against every charge 
brought against them. The whole difficulty, and 


‘| the only difficulty, is, that at the navy-yard at 


Pensacola, and the navy-yard at Philadelphia, we 


ought never to.have provided these docks at all. | 
It is a very different thing in other locations. I un- ` 


dertake to say that, in the history of civilized na- 


i| tions, you will never again see a stone dock built; 
but these are the docks which always willbeused |, 


in alltime to come. They are used by the com- 


mercial marine; andall the docks which will be built | 
in future will be on this plan. In regard to the basin |! 


and railway, that may be an experiment, but Ihave 
no doubt it will succeed; and so far as that is con- 
cerned—I speak of my own country—we wish to 
have it. There we do not wantany deepening of the 


Mr. President, as the Senator ` 


I undertake to say that the facts | 


į from Florida is for striking out, I have no objec- 
tion to its being done. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. I think this motion to strike 
| out is eminently proper. I have a few remarks 
i to make upon it in reply to the Senator from Cali- 
| fornia. When these people came here eight or 
ten years ago, they asked. for contracts for three 
| docks—one at Kittery, one at Philadelphia, and 
| the other at Pensacola. There was a great strug- 
i gle about it; but finally they got the contracts. 
| They said there was plenty of water at all the 
i places, and that they were very fit places to build 
1 these docks, railways, and basins. They went 
on and built them. ` I suppose the report of the 
examination of the docks depends very much on 
those who examine them. _ I have not heard any- 
|; thing in reference to the Kittery dock. I have 
| examined the report of the board that examined 
the Pensacola dock, which the Senator from Cali- 
|| fornia says has been triumphantly answered. The 
|| board was composed of Commodore Tatnall, of 
the Navy, Major Chase, of the Army, Mr. Her- 
ron, an eminent Civil Engineer of the Navy, who 
took down all the testimony, and Mr. Hartt, the 
| chief naval constructor of the United States, 
|| Their report, accompanied by all the testimony 
and facts, is before us. The statement of the 
contractors is utterly denied by the board. They 
refused to receive the dock, because it was faulty 
| in principle and construction. That is the report 
|| made by the commission sent to examine the 
_work; and after all the evasions of the contractors 
: disclosed in the testimony, they came here and 
ii demanded the money.. They alleged that the dif- 
i ficulty was owing to a deficiency of water, and 
‘they referred it to the Attorney General to say 
į whether, under their contract, there must not bea 
< sufficiency of water. Fle said there must be, and 
_ then the money was paid to them. This commis- 
sion, however, tell us that was not the difficulty, 
: The ship they attempted to dock was not more 
i than two thirds the size required by the contract. 
‘| One was a ship-of-war; the othera frigate. These 
:, parties were paid in the face of the report of this 
commission. 

Mr.GWIN. Will the Senator tell me whether 
' any one of those officers, except one, ever before 
= saw a ship docked? 
Mr. TOOMBS. I suppose Commodore. Tat- 
i nall did; he has been in the Navy all his life. 
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| Mr. GWIN. No, sir, he never did. 
; Mr. TOOMBS. I should consider that rather 
ii strange. 

Mr.GWIN. Itis so asserted, and it seems to 


be very well proved. 


i Mr. TOOMBS. These officers were sent for 


water. Nature has given us water enough, and has | the purpose of examining this dock. The com- 
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mission was. composed of some of the most scien- 
‘tific ‘officers in your Army-and Navy, and Tam 
disposed to’ believe what they say... The. con- 
tractors’ made onë excuse after another. They 
said there was not sufficient depth of water at Pen- 
sacola: The commission, after the most accurate 
measurenients, were unanimous that there was an 
abundance. of water to dock that ship; so that the 
fault must’be.in the dock. Yet Sénators now talk 
of that report being: cit to: pieces. 


But, sir, | got upchiefly for the purpose of saying || 


this: These: men first gót a contract for making 
three docks, and they Started at the price of $300,0Q) 
apiéce; but they have carried the cost up to nearly 
three millions. of dollars. They then built a dock 
in. California for over $500,000; and they got an 
act passed at the last session of Congress author- 
izing the Secretary of the Navy, if he thought the 
public necessity required it, to make a contract 
for‘a basin and railway at San Francisco. {nthe 
face of the report of the board of commissioners, 
these people got $993,000 for the Pensacola dock; 
and: according to the intimation of the Senator 
from Florida, with a straw bond, whereas it is 
faulty in principle and construction. | If the Sec- 
retury of the Navy has made such a contract as 
the Senator from California says, for a basin and 
railway at San Francisco, his conduct ought to 
be investigated, and I will take an early opportu- 
nity at the next session to cause an inquiry into 
his conduct in that respect. 

Mr. GWIN. I undertake to say that whenever 
the Senator invites the investigation, the Secretary 
will be ready to meet him. He has executed the 
law, and he is not afraid-to meet any responsibility 
that results from his action. I was. one who ad- 
vised and urged him to do it, and I know he did 
his duty. . 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I am not dis- 
posed to protract the discussion, but I must make 
one remark in reply to my friend from California. 
He boasts of having in California sufficient water 


for the construction of a dock without any outside |! 


appliances. I put up the same claim for the Bay 
of Pensacola. | say we have there sufficient water 
for the construction of a basin and the floating of 


a dock withoutany of these artificial appliances of | Texas Navy, who were duly commissioned and in the ser- 


scows, dredging, or anything of the kind. 

The Senator algo said that the report of the 
board of commissioners was riddled—I[ think that 
was the term he used—by the response of these 
contractors to the naval committee. I have not 
had an opportunity to read that response. I can 
only say that, from the report ofthe Navy Depart- 
ment, and from the report of this board of com- 
missioners to the Navy Department, the evidence 
is clear and conclusive to my mind, and must be 
to every one who looks at those reports, that the 


contractors have not complied with, but have sig- |} 


nally failed in, their contract. What evidence 


they have produced I know not; but I should rely | 
upon the opinion of such men as those who com- jį 


posed this board—Captain Tattnall, who has 
spent forty years of his life in the Navy of his 
country, one of the first contractors attached to 
the Navy, an engineer of distinction attached to 
the Army, and also one superintending the works 
at Pensaicola—as to the efficiency of this work 
much sooner than I would on the statement of 
the contractors. 

Mr. GWIN. The facts and the Jaw will de- 
termine the case, Any man’s statement is not 
worth a cent unless sustained by the facts. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Myamendment is merely 
to strike out the words * continuation of deep 
basin, raising walls of dock basin,’’and does not 
affect the appropriation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


“ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills and joint resolution: 

An act making appropriations for fortifications, 
and other works of defense, and for repairs of 
barracks and quarters, for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1855; 

An act for the relief of Henry N. Halsted; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hammond, of 
the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of Henry J. Snow, of 
Rome, in the State of New York; 


An-act for the relief of W. D. Porter, of the 
United States Navy; - i : 

An act to provide a pension for. James K. 
Welch; — ; 

Ao act for the relief of James M. Lewis; 

An act for the relief of James Walsh; 


An act for the relief of Jesse R. Faulkner, of | 


Missouri; Ne a 
-An act for the further relief of Albro Tripp; 
An act for the relief of Charlotte S. Westcott; 
An act for-the relief of John McVea, and John 
F. McKneely, of Louisiana; . 
Anact forthe relief of Rebecca Baggerley, widow 
of David Baggerley, deceased; - 
An act for the relief of Mary H. Cushing; 
An act for the relief of the civil township of 
Marion, in the county of Mercer, Ohio; 
An act for the relief of William H. Weirich, 
An act for the relief. of Joseph McMinn; 
An act for the relief of John Frink; and 
Joint resolution directing the accounting officers 
of the Treasury to adjust the account of William 
Woodbury, late pension agent at Portland, Maine. 
The President pro tempore thereupon signed 
the above-named bills and joint resolution. 


MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 


The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had passed a resolution suspend- 
ing the 16:h joint rule, so far as related to House 
bill ** to repeal theact to aid the Territory of Min- 
nesota in the construction of a railroad therein,’’ 
in which they requested the concurrence of the 
Senate, in order to allow the bill to'be transmitted 
to the Senate to-day. 

he Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tiofi, and concurred therein. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
continued the consideration of the naval appro- 


| priation bill. 


Mr. RUSK. I move to amend the bill by adding 
the following as an additional section: 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the existing 


| Jaws miting the number of officers in the Navy of the 


United States be, and they are hereby, so far modified as 
to authorize the President to incorporate into the naval ser- 
vice of the United States the surviving officers of the tate 


vice of said Republic at the time of its annexation to the 
United States: Provided, That the number of officers to be 
incorporated shall not exceed eight. 

Mr. PEARCE called for the yeas and nays on 
this amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. RUSK. I know the great value of the 
time of the Senate, and | know that there is an 
indisposition to amend the naval appropriation 
bill by adding anything which may canse discus- 
sion in the House. I struggled to get up this 
measure as a separate bill. [introduced it at an 
early part of the session, and I would have 
brought it before the Senate as a separate bill if it 
had been in my powerto do so. I will now beas 
brief as it is possible for me to be in explaining 
the amendment which I have offered, and the 
reasons why I think it ought to be adopted. It 
becomes necessary, owing to different constructions 
being placed by Texas and the United States thus 


far, on a rather ambiguous term contained in the | 


joint resolutions of annexation. The second section 
of these resolutions declares: ‘‘ Said State when 
admitted into the Union, after ceding to the United 


States all public edifices, fortifications, barracks, | 


ports, and harbors, navy and navy-yards, docks, 
magazines, arms, armaments,” &c. Texas placed 
on this language the construction that it intended 
to provide for the officers of the Texas navy, that 
under the usual acceptation of the term ‘ navy,” 
sheis entitled to have the officers of her navy in- 
corporated into the Navy of the United States. I 
have not the slightest doubt that such is the true 
construction of the language, and | think it is in- 


justice on the part of the United States that they | 


have not placed that construction upon it. The 
joint resolutions after they were adopted by Con- 
gress, were sent to Texas by a minister from this 
country, and he urged them upon our acceptance, 
Amongst other things which he said in urging 
them was this. (I read froma letter of Mr. Donel- 
son, of June 15, 1845, to Mr. Allen, then Secre- 
tary of State of Texas:) 


t Texas should rely on that high sense of honor and 


maguanimity which governs both the people and the repre- | 


sentatives of the United States, and to secure to her all 
that she can reasonably desire to place her on an equal 
footing with the other members of the Union.?? 


| 


Such is the language which he used to induce 

i Texas to accept the terms of the joint resolutions 
of annexation. The very convention which ac- 
| cepted those terms and formed the constitution.of. 
i the State so construed them. On-a.petition pre- 
sented to that convention by Commodore Moore,- 
a committee were appointed who, in their report 

to the convention, reported a resolution that was 

unanimously adopted, urging upon the United 

States that the navy of Tèxas should be incor- 

porated into that of the United States. That was 

the action of the convention of Texas on the sub- 

ject of her navy, under the propositions of the 

Congress of the United States presented by your 

Minister, who urged the acceptance of these prop- 

ositionson Texas. The Legislature of Texas, on 

i the 29th of February, 1848, adopted this joint 

resolution on the subject: 

“ Whereas there were connected with the great measure 
of our annexation to the Confederacy of which we are now 
a meinber, various reciprocal rights and conditions pre- 
scribed by the terms thereof, as well as others clearly 
implied, and fairly deducible fram the same, all of which 
Texas has on her part fully and completely redeemed : 

“ And whereas it is the opinion of this Legislature that 
the officers of our late navy, by a liberal and just, if uot 
by astrictly legal construction of the terms of annexation, 
| should be incorporated into the Navy of the United Staes, 
in their. several ranks, and that they are justly entitled to 
the same, as well from the construction here claimed as 
from their high characters, personat. and professional, and 
the zeal, fidelity, patrictism, and valor with which they 
sustained the cause of their country, while its navy was 
in existence :. therefore, 

“Sec. 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, That our Senators are hereby instructed, and our 
Representatives in Congress requested, to use their influ- 
ence to procure the passage of a law by the Congress of 
the United States, incorporating the officers of the late 
navy of Texas into the Navy of the United States, in 
i the rank which they severally held in the late navy of 
Texas. 

“Sec.2. Be it further resolved, That the Governor be 
į requested to cause copies of this joint resolution to be in- 
mediately forwarded to each of our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress.” 

In February, 1852, they passed a similar reso- 
| lution, in these words: 

# Whereas there were connected with the great measure 
of annexation to the Confederney of which we are now a 
| member, various reciprocal rights and conditions, prescribed 
| by the terms thereof, as well as others clearly implied and 
| fairly deducible from the same, all of which Texas has on 
her part fully aud completely redeemed 3 and whereas it is 
| the opinion of this Legislature, that the officers of our late 
| navy, by a liberal and just construction of the terms of an- 
| nexation, should be incorporated into the Navy of the United 
| States in their several ranks, and that they are justly enti- 
| ded to the same, as well from the construction here claimed, 
as from their high characters, personal and professional, 
| and the zeul, Gdelity, patriotism, and valor with which they 

sustained the canse of their country during her struggle for 
| independence ; therefore, 
| _ “Sec. 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, That our Senators are hereby instructed, and our 
| Representatives in Congress requested, to use their influence 
|| to procure the passage of a Jaw by the Congress ofthe Uni- 
ted States, incorporating the officers of the late navy of 
| Texasinto the Navy of the United States, inthe rank which 
they severally held in the late navy of Texas. 

“Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That the Governor he 
requested to cause copies of this joint resolution to be imme- 
diately forwarded to the President of the United States, and 
to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress.’? 

Here, then, sir, is the construction which Texas 
has placed upon the term “ navy,” as used in the 
:| joint resolutions of annexation. It has been con- 
tended by some, that because the word ‘‘cede”’ 
i immediately precedes the use of the several terms 
found together, in the section of the joint resolu- 
tions from which Í read, the officers, the personnel 
of the navy, were not intended to be included. 
Now, is not this a mere quibble? When we 
speak of the British navy, what do we mean? 
No man supposes that in talking of the British 
navy and its efficiency, we mean nothing but the 
ships and armaments, and leave the men out of 
view altogether. When we speak of the Navy 
of the United States, do you exclude your officers ? 
I say, then, that according to the usual accepta- 
tion of language, it is putting a strained technical 
construction upon the term ‘navy,’ to exclude 
the officers of the Texan navy from entrance into 
that of the United States. If the term stood alone 
in the joint resolutions, the fair and liberal con- 
struction, as a matter of course, according to the 
understanding of all mankind, would include the 
| Officers. 

But the matter is not confined to this view. 
When these resolutions were presented to Texas, 
and she was asked to accept them, it was admit- 
ted by the representative of this Government 
that they were passed in a hurry, that there were 
a great many things not. provided for, but we 
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1854. 


were assured that a gallant nation, suchas the 
United States, would put the most liberal con- 
struction upon the terms of the resolutions; and 
thai, if any defects existed in them, they would | 
aflerwards be remedied by wise, enlightened, and 
liberal legislation on the part of the United States. 
whenever the Representatives from that State 
should call for it. ~~ i 

When we were first annexed there were quite 
a number of officers who belonged to the Texan 
navy. They have been thinned by death, unti! 
but eight of them remain. They have been pros- |! 
ecuting their claim to’ what they believe their 
rights here during the whole time. The amend- 
ment I have offered proposes not to incorporate il 
them into the Navy of the United States, but so 
to amend the law as to authorize the President to 
include them in the Navy, if he thinks proper. It 
is left, in the first place, in the discretion of the 
President of the United States to ascertain who 
belonged to the Texan navy, and, according to 
his judgment, to recommend them to the Senate, 
as he does all other officers, for confirmation. 

Sir, when the proposition is reduced merely to 
that, I can regard it as nothing but an act of lone 
delayed justice. I regret that 1 have been forced | 
to offer this proposition at so late a period of the || 
session. f know that the Senate listen to me at 
such a time with great impatience. I know there 
is much to be done between this time and the close 
of the session. It has not been my fault however, 
that 1 am forced into this late hour. | regret that, 
under such circumstances, I cannot go more fully 
into the subject, and support the proposition at |! 
length; for it is a case which I believe to be just. |i 
{ believe it is a right of the State of Texas due 
from the United States on every principle of jus- 
tice. 

Mr. GWIN. All I have to say in regard to || 
the question now before the Senate is, that the |; 
Naval Committee of the Senate, to whom a bill 
was referred, in the very language of the amend- 
ment now offered by the Senator from Texas, 
after full deliberation, unanimously reported | 
against it. It has been fully discussed heretofore, 
and rejected by the Senate. I ask for a vote upon || 
it. i 

Mr. PRATT. I have no doubt, sir, that the 
officers named in the amendment introduced by | 
the Senator from Texas are entitled to some claim 
upon the Federal Government. 1 do not think, 
however, that we have the right to pu? them over || 
the officers now in our Navy, as would be done 
by the adoption of the proposed amendment. I 
intimated at the last session, when the subject was | 
before the Senate, the course which | was willing. 
to pursue. I think itis the only one which will 
ever be adopted for the purpose of doing justice to 
these gentlemen as far ås itis in our power. That | 
course is to give them the PZ to which they | 
would be entitled if they had been in the Navy 
from the time of annexation to this period. 1 |! 
would not put them in our Navy so as to interfere H 
with the rank of the officers.in our service; but I |i 
think we should compensate them in money, which | 
is the utmost we can do, in my judgment, for the || 
rights which they certainly had under the articles || 
of annexation, I have no doubt that, by the res- | 
olutions of annexation, they had a right to expect 
that they would be incorporated into the Navy. | 
If they had been incorporated at that time, there 
would have been few living now. who would have 
been prejudiced by the act; but if they are put || 
back into the Navy now with the rank which they | 
would have had if they had remained in it ever i 
since, almost all our own officers would be injured || 
by it, and they would have aj plain. || 


just right to coin 
A great injury would result to the service. i 


| as partof the navy itself. 
|i in the case of Brashear, which went up to the 


į question, and decided itas l have stated. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I | 
need not express my regret at finding myself com- H 
pelled, at this late hour of the session, to trespass |: 
on the time of the Senate; but with my views of | 
justice, and the demands of friendship, if this | 
were the last hour of the session, L should feel it | 
my duty to ask the indulgence of the Senate while | 
I vindicate, as briefly as I may, the character and 
reputation of a friend. In the remarks which I | 
intend to make, [ shall have nothing to do with 
the personal controversy of any gentleman in the 
Senate or out of the Senate. With the private and 
personal relations of gentlemen I have nothing to ; 
do. They are always presumed to be competent | 
to adjust their own affairs, in their own way. |: 
But, sir, with the public records of the country I ' 


have somethmg to do. When | am cailed upon 
lo vote, under all the responsibilities that attach to 
meas an American Senator, | nave a ugh to 
inquire, and to consider, what I am xbout to vote 
upon; and I shall exercise that right fully, freely, 
and independently. i 

The first quesuon for-your consideration, sir, 
and for mine, is, whether the surviving officers of 


| of the Texau navy shail be incorporated imio the 


Navy of the United States? That is the great 
question which Senators have-to determine for 
themselves; and it does seem to me that every 
Senator on this floor ought to teel himself bound 
to examine the question fairly and imparually for 
himself, so that he may render a just verdict for 
his country, and for the citizens living under its 
Government, 

By the terms of annexation between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States aud the late Republic 
ot Texas, it was stipulated that the navy of 
Texas whould be transierced to the Government 
of the Untied States. What, Sir, do you mean 
by a navy? Do you mean its vessels, its Muni- 
tiuns of war,and do you exciude us men? If 
you mean that, then upon a technical construction 
of the terms of anuexation, you may exciude the 
officers of the Texas navy; but, according to 
every just interpretation, it seems to me that the 


| terms of annexation intended and contemplated 
i that the officers of the Texan navy should gu 
i with the navy. 
i the Supreme Court of the United States has de- 
; cided that, under the terms of annexation between 


i am very well aware, sir, that 


the two Republics, the Government of tne United 
States is not bound to receive the officers of the 
‘Texas navy. 1 am wiling to bow with the pro- 
foundest dererence and respect to the opinious of 
that tribunal. Lhe question, bowever, went there 
by indirecuon, It was not directly presented to 
the Court; but | am free to declare that they an- 
nounced that, by the terms ot annexation, we 
were not bound to receive the officers ot the navy 
That was the decision 


Supreme Court on a mandamus which had been 
issued to require this Government to pay him 
his salary. “Lhe Court undertook to decide that 
That, 
sir, is not thequestion for us to decide. We have 
as much right to construe the terms of annexation 
as the Supreme Court. 1 grant, when their de- 
cision Is made, we are bound vy it; and therefore, 
i admit, we are not compelled, under a strict inter- 


| pretation of the terms of annexaticn, to accept 


the officers of the Texas nav 
itself, 

Mr. RUSK. Let me say to the Senator from 
Tennessee, that the decision of the Supreme Court 
was upon an application by Mr. Brashear, con- 
tending that, by annexation, he was, without fur- 
ther action, attached to the Navy of the United 
States. The Supreme Court decided only that 
the act of annexation did not of itself, without 
further legislation, bring in the officers of the 


y with the navy 


| Texan navy. 


Mr JONES, of Tennessee. So! understand; 
and if f was not fortunate enough to convey my 
idea distinctly, I am sorry for it; but that is what 
I meant to say. Sir,as 1 have said, there is a 
question for the Senate to decide for themselyes 
which is outside the technicalities of the law. 
There is a question of justice, a question of fair- 
ness, a question of magnanimity for the Senate to 
decide. I apprehend no man on this floor will un- 
dertake to say that we have not the right and the 
power to incorporate this remnant of the Texan 
navy into the American Navy. Then, if we 
have the power to do it, the question arises, shall 
we exercise that power? Are we under obliga- 
tions of fairaess, of jusiice, liberality, and mag- 
nanimity, required to exercise that power? It is 
upon that point I plant myself, and there I hope 
to stand, and there I hope to be enabled to con- 
vince honorabie Senators that they may, and that 
they ought to do this, without a violation of any 
principle, or an infringement of the right of any 
American citizen? 

Now, sir, what objection is urged to this? It 


is said, that if we incorporate the officers of the 
i| Texan navy into the Navy of the United States, 
we shall be violating the rights and privileges of | 


the officers of our own Navy. Sir, if | know my 
own heart, | should be one of the last men in the 
world to trench upon the rights of any man in this 
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Government;. and least of all. should J be inclined, 
to supersede any man either inthe Army. or. in 
the Navy, or in any way abridge his rights, or in 
| any degree trespass upon a single privilege which 

he enjoys under the Government. - But, suppose 
| you incorporate these eight men into the: Navy-of 
the United States, what. wrong do you inflict:up 
any man in your Navy? Do you take from any. 
man in the Navy an iota of power and position 


which he now enjoys? Notatall.. Do you obstruct 
progress. to ad- 


a single man in the Navy in his 
; Vancement? Notatall.” So far from postponing 
e it by increasing the 


his advance, you increas 
nffmber of chances for his promotion. You add 
and thereby 


one additional captain to your Navy, 

you add to the chances of all who are Seeking pro- 
motion, by death, resignation, or otherwise: you 
increase the chances of every officer to that ex tent, 
and thus you advance the interests of the officers 
of the Navy. Ah, but it is said, you bring into 
the Navy of the United States a man who once 
belonged to it, but who has joined another Gov- 
ernment, and that. you put him back into the Navy 
in a position which he would not have been enti- 
ued to occupy if he had remained in your Navy; 
and this is said to bea crying injustice: . Well, 
sir,as l understand, but one man of the eight now 
seeking to be incorporated into the Navy of the 
United States ever belonged to your ‘Navy, and 
that one is Commodore Moore. You object to 
incorporating him into your Navy with the posi- 
tion which he held in the navy of Texas, because 
you say ıt would be an act of injustice to those ` 
now in the Navy. 

I am wilting to put it on the ground that Com- 
modore Moore has seen more sea service than 
| four fifths of the menin the American Navy who 
| claim priority of rank over bim. But, suppose the 
fact to be as you imagine it, what wrong do you 
do to them? Here wasa man who served credit- 
ably to himself, and honorably to his Govern- 


ment, without one stain upon his character, for 
fourteen long years, in the American Navy. He 
found a sister Republic struggling for her literties, 
Many of the officers of your Navy were luxuria- 
ting at home upon leave of absence. This officer, 
seeing a Republic struggling for its liberty, under 
the generous and noble impulses of the American 
heart, determined to go and cast his fortunes with 
that struggling Republic for the rights of universal 
liberty. Fe left your Navy and joined that; and 
when the two countries are annexed, and ail the 
rights, powers, and privileges of the one are merged 
in the other, he comes forward and asks that he 
may retain in this Government the position which 
he occupied in the Government which was ceded 
to you. Hes told: “Oh, this is very wrong; you 
left your own country and wentand enlisted under 
the star of another, and foreign Government,” and 
thatis set down to the detriment of thisman. How 
consistent are we? How just are we? Why, sir, 
we may turn back to the history of ourown coun- 
try and see illustrious examples direcily in paint 
when we call upon the names of Lafayette and his 
illustrious compeers. They rendered assistance 
ty us in our darkest days of trial, and our people 
render them the highest homage of gratitude, and 
praise, and thanksyiving. Why is this? It is 
because Lafayette left his own Government and 
came here to enlist under the banner of a feeble 
people, struggling for liberty and self-government. 
The nation’s gratitude is poured out to him, 
Here, however, a man doing precisely the same 
thing, increased only by the consideration that he 
was going to fizht the battles of his own country- 
men who were flesh of his flesh, bone of his bone, 
and kindred of his kindred, it is said, is not entitled 
to the gratitude or the thanks of this Government 
when your statute-book is filled with demonstra- 
tions of the nation’s gratitude for men who per- 
formed precisely the same service. 

But, Mr. President, suppose you incorporate 
this remnant of the Texan navy into the Amer- 
ican Navy. You do no wrong; you do no injus- 
tice; you deprive no man of his rank; you de- 
prive no man of his chances of promotion; you 
simply add this number to your Navy. Is that 
anything new underthe sun? Is it anything new 
in the history of this Government? Why, sir, 
your statute-book is literally filled with such 
cases. Have you not gone into the ranks of prin 
vate life, and put men into your Army? Take 
the case of the distinguished Senator from Ilinois,, 


[Mr. Saistps.] He was taken from the walks, 


Hy 
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of private life and made 4 general. So: withthe 
President:of the United. States. < He was taken 
from privatelife and made a general. . I might.go 
on with an interminable list of such cases in the: 
Army. You have done the same ‘thing. inthe 
Navy. ‘Twill refer to one- case. You took a 
French: oficer, and -incorporated him into. the 
American Navy. into the same position. which he 
had held in the French Navy: = i 


“Phe marine committee, to whom was referred the 
letter front Baron Steuben, recommending Captain Lan- 
dais, report, that they have bad a conference. with Captain 
Landais; that he produced brevet commissions of his being 
a lieutenant and captain in the navy of France, also a Com 
tinental commission, dated March 1, 1777, appointing him 
captain of the ship Reureaux, or Flammand, which com- 
mission .is accompanied with a-letter from Silas Deane, 
Esq.” + ? * * y ° * 

“© That Mr. Deane, in letters ‘to the marine. committee, 
recommends Mr. Landais in the strongest terms.” *. * 

i< Resolved, That Captain Landais be continued as a cap- 
tain.in the Navy of the United States,’ — Journals of Con- 
gress, A. D., 1778, p. 547. 

No complaint was made of that. No cry of 
injustice was heard then. That any man in the 
American Navy should be now found raising his 
voice iñ opposition to this proposition is.a matter 
of astonishment tome. This proposition is sim- 
ply to increase the Navy by the number of eight 
officers. That is all. You are increasing, with- 
out objection, your officers in all the civil depart- 
ments of life and in the Army. Why may you 
not incorporate eight men into the Navy of the 
United States without perpetrating an injustice on 
the Navy of the United States? Are we not bound, 
aga just and generous people, to do it? When 
you annexed. Texas to the United States you had 
power, with her consent, to do it. Here were 
two sovereignties combining together to accom- 
plish a great national purpose, the amalgamation 
of.two Republics. Now, are we prepared to sa 
that the little remnant of her gallant navy, which 
helped to secure the liberties of that Republic, the 
benefits of which you and I are enjoying to-day, 
shall be turned loose upon the world, divested of 
their profession at an advanced period of life, to 
seek some new avocation, or to starve and die of 
penury or neglect? Is that compatible with the 
dignity, the magnanimity, the generosity of a lib- 
eral and enlightened people—of a constituency 
such as yours and mine? 

Mr. President, I have not the strength to pro- 
long this debate, and I feel that it would be a tres- 
pass on the Senate to do it; but there are a few 
other points on which I must touch before 1 con- 
clude.. Another question for our consideration is, 
whether the men proposed to be incorporated into 
the American Navy are worthy of such incorpo- 
ration? If Ubelieved'that a single one of this num- 
ber was unworthy of association with the officers- 
of the American Navy, I should be prepared to 
exclude him and to incorporate the remnant. I 
helieve, however, that no charges have been pre- 
ferred against any of them save one, and that one 
is Commodore Moore. As I said before, l shall 
have nothing to do with private quarrels between 
him and others; but so far as the charges against 
him are of a public character, and connected with 
the records of the country I have and shall have | 
something to do. 

{thas been alleged tat this man is unworthy 
of association with the American Navy, that he 
has been guilty of deeds which render him ob- 
noxious to the censure of every honorable man, 
and of every patriot. What are the charges 
against him? One is that he has been guilty of 
murder. Upon what ground is that charge at- 

* terapted to be maintained? I have before me the 
records of the country; I have looked into them, 
and they show the facts which I will state. 

There was a mutiny on board one of the ships 
of the Texan navy, a ship upon which Commo- 


dore Moore was not present, and which he did 
notcommand. That mutiny occurred in the port 
of New Orleans, The lieutenant of the vessel |! 
was killed, and two or three of its officers were || 
wounded. The men were arrested by the author- || 
ities of New Orleans, and placed in prison. That |! 

| 

d 


fact was communieated to the Government of | 
Texas, and the President of Texas issued an |! 
order to the authorities of. Louisiana to surrender | 
those men who were charged with this mutiny |! 
and murder, as will be seen by the following au- | 
thentic record: 


DEPARTMENT OF WAR AND MARINE, 
D pon September 15, 1842. 
SIR: Your communication of the 7th instant, with the 


‘ have duly deliberated upon the verdicts returned. 


i its occurrence. 


accompanying correspondence had between yourself and | 


his. Excellency; A: B. Roman, Governor of the State of 


Louisiana, upon the subject of the detention, by the au- i 


thorities of that State, of sundry. prisoners, (Texas sea-. 
men,) charged with mutiny on board the schooner of war 
San Antonio 3 
month of February last, and the murder of some of the 
officers of said, vessel, at the same time and place, have 
been laid before his Excellency, the President, and he has. 
issued the desired demand or requisition upon his Excel- 
lency, A. B. Roman, which is herewith inclosed. 


Upon the delivery of the prisoners to you, or as soon j 


thereafter as the testimony of the witnesses can be pro- 
cured, you will order a court martial for their trial; in the 
prosecution of which, the regulations of the service and 
the laws of the land wil! be strictly enforced. S 
(Signed by the Secretary of War and Marine.) 
To E. W. Moors, Esq., 
Post Captain, Commanding Texas Navy. | 


while lying in the Mississippi river, in the | 


of William. Barrington, from which you will find that he 

was deeply engaged in the mutiny on board.the San Anto- 

nio; but it also appears in the evidence that he informed 

one of the officers that it was to take place. In conse- 

quence of this information, the court have sentenced him 

toreceive one hundred lashes with the cats; ~ 

Of the evidence in the case of John Williams and Ed- 

| ward Keenan, we think it unnecessary to make any com- 
| ments.. Williams, you will find, is strongly recommended 
to mercy. 

Very respectfully, &c,, ae 

(Signed by the five officers comprising the court.) 


| . From the testimony of Commissioner James Morgan. 


' Question 19.--You will please state to the court my 
conduct as commander of the Austin, from the time we left 
New Orleans to our arrival off the coast of Yucatan and 
meeting the enemy, and particularly in relation to the muti- 


SAM HOUSTON, g 

In the name and by the authority of the Republic of : 
Texas, to his Excellency, A. B. Roman, Governor of the | 
State of Louisiana, of the United States of America— | 
Greeting: By virtue of a communication received from E. 
W. Moore, Esq., commanding the Texas Navy, under 
date of the 7th instant, I am placed in possession of acor- | 
respondence between your Excellency and himself, rela- | 
tive to certain individuals, refugees from justice, who are | 
charged as mutineers on board the schooner San Antonio, | 


neers and murderers who had been tried by court martial be- 
fore we left New Orleans, and for carrying out the sentence 
of said court martial I am, accused of murder? 

“ Answer. The conduct of Commodore Moore, on board 


i | the Austin, was such as I should have expected from a com- 


mander of a fieet—rather more perfect than I should have 
expected from a man of his age. He was very particular 
in bis discipline, and appeared to understand every discip- 
line necessary on hoard a man-of-war—the crew were ex- 
| ercised twice a day at the guns, and instructed in all the 
arts of naval warfare that it was necessary for them to know, 
so far as I could judge. > 


a Texan vessel of war, and as murderers of one of the offi- 
cers of said vessel, during the month of February last, then | 
in the port of New Orleans. | 

The names of the individuals are Seymour Oswald, T. | 
O. Shepherd, J. Allen, William Barrington, James Hudg- : 
ins, William Simpson, Edward Keener, Benjamin Pom- į 
pilly, and Edward Williams, who are now held as prison- 
ers in the State of Louisiana. i 

Your Excellency is hereby requested (and a respectful 
demand is made) to deliver to Commodore E. W. Moore 
the above-named men, and all who may be implicated, in | 
order that they may be dealt with in accordance with the | 


“ With regard to the mutineers, the third or fourth day 
after we were out they were brought forward, one at a time ; 
the officers and crew all assembled to hear their sentences 
read; which were read aloud by Commodore Moore him- 
self, in presence of all on board. ‘The Jaws for the govern- 
ment of the navy Were also read. After the sentence of 
' each one was read, he gave notice to those who were to be 
executed, to prepare themselves for death; that he gave 
them to the next day to do so. When the officers and crew 
were all assembled, and the prisoners brought up for execu- 
tion, Commodore Moore read. the’ rules and regulations for 
the government of the navy, and the punishment mutineers 


laws which they are charged to have so grossly violated. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the Repub- | 
lic, at the city of Houston, the 12th day of Septem- | 

[x 8.) ber, 1842, and of the Independence of the Republic | 
the seventh. SAM HOUSTON. | 

Under the order of the Government of Texas, 
they were surrendered, and an order was issued | 
to the commodore to try the men on the charges | 

which were preferred against them. A court 
martial wasordered. They werearraigned. Coun- 
sel were employed to defend them. They were 
tried and convicted. Whatremained for the com- į 
modore to do? Here was a command from the | 
President of Texas to the Governor of Louisiana | 
to surrender the men, and he did surrender them. | 
Here was an order to the commodore for a court | 
martial to tfy them, A court martial was ordered, ; 
and they were tried and convicted. What, I ask | 
any honorable man, remained for the commodore 
to do, but to execute the law? For executing 
that law he is denounced as a murderer. 
you g 

world that the officer who executes the sentence of | 
a court-martial is a murderer ? 

Those men were adjudged to be guilty. No one 
pretends to assert that they were not guilty. 
hey were fairly tried. They were condemned, ! 

They were executed as they should have been | 


Will | 
o into your own Navy,and proclaim to the | 


were subject to. He then stated to those who were con- 
| demned to be hanged, that they had been fairly tried by a 
| court martial selected for the purpose, and had able coun- 
sel assigned them to defend them; that after a patient in- 
vestigation of the whole affair, they were condemned to the 
punishment of death, which he, as the officer in command, 
|! was bound by his oath, and. the laws of his country, to see 
executed; that it was the first time in his life he had ever 
| to do anything of the sort, and he hoped to God it would be 
| the last. He afterwards made some feeling remarks, at 
which everybody within his hearing was very sensibly 
| affected. 

« On the next day, at twelve o’clock, the ship was hove 
to, and the four condemned to be hung were accordingly 
hung up at the yard-arm till they were dead, when they 
were taken down, prayers read over each separately, and 
they were cast into the sea.”’ 


But, sir, more than this. When Commodore 
Moore returned to the ports of his own Govern- 
ment, he surrendered himself to its authorities 
and demanded a trial upon the charges of murder, 
piracy, and defalcation, and other charges of a 
grave character preferred against him. The Con- 
gress of Texas accorded to him a committee of 
investigation, and I have the result of that com- 
mittee’s investigation before-me, which I will not 
trouble the Senate by reading, but will refer to, 
and publish in my remarks, because the investi- 
gation is so full, clear, and conclusive, that Com- 
modore Moore might well rest his vindication 


executed. I have the testimony of Mr. Morgan, 
who was appointed by the authorities of Texas i 
to go and control the movements of the vessels | 
which the commodore commanded. He was | 
there upon the day of execution, and he declares | 
that it was conducted with the utmost fairness and ; 
liberality, and with the greatest feeling of regret | 
consistent with the honest and faithful execution | 
of a sworn duty; which will appear by the follow- į 
ing from the records of the special court ordered : 
by the Texas Congress to try Commodore Moore: ! 


Commopore E. W. Moore: : 
Sır: We, the President and members of the court-mar- 
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| tial, convened for the trial of Frederick Shepherd and oth- 
| ers, have the honor to transmit to you the accompa nying | 


documents, being a true record of the evidence and minutes | 
of the court. 

In discharge of the painful duty and the awful responsi- 
hilities imposed upon us, we have endeavored to confine i 
ourselves Strictly to the law governing courts-martial, and i 
to the evidence that has been brought before us, and we | 


In the trial of Frederick Shepherd, we are of opinion that : 


| there is no evidence before the court te prove that he was ; 


aware that a mutiny was to take place, or that he was in 
a situation to aid or assist in quelling one on the night of : 
We have, therefore, found the prisoner ; 
not guilty, and recommend his discharge. 

Of the prisoners Antonio Landois, James Hudgins, Isaac 
Allen, and William Simpson, we have only to say that we | 
deem the evidence elicited at the trial of each and every . 


one of them sufficiently clear and distinct to convict them || 


each of the various charges and specifications~preferred | 
aad them, and we have. therefore sentenced them to | 
eath. 


We beg to call your attention to the evidence in the case | 


on this report of the joint naval committees of 
both houses of the Texas Congress, which com- 
mences on page 348, ef the printed Journals of 
the House of Representatives of the Highth Con- 
gress of that Republic; as follows: ` 


The joint naval committee, by Levi Jones, one of said 
committee, made the following report; whieh was read, viz : 
To the President of the Senate, and 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

; The undersigned, members of the Committee of the Sen- 
t ate and House of Representatives on Naval Affairs, acting 

conjointly, by the order of their respective Houses, on the 
| memorial of Edwin W. Moore, late of the Texas navy, have, 

so far as the time allowed them from the discharge of other 
duties permitted, given to the matters involved in it that 
careful and deliberate consideration which seemed to be re- 
| quired ; first, by their importance, and secondly, by the high 
i official station and reputation of the functionaries and indi- 
viduals whose acts have thus become the subject of inquiry, 
and they beg leave to report, as the result of their investiga- 
' tion— 
| That on the 19th of July, 1843, Post Captain Edwin W. 
| Moore, then in command of the navy of Texus, was, by 
| order of the President, “ dishonorably discharged from the 
| naval service of the Republic,” as appears by a letter ad- 
| dressed to fim from Washington, of that date, bearing the 
| signature of G. W. Hill, Secretary of War and Marine. 

Upon looking at this “ order of the President,” as commu- 
nicated by his “ Secretary of War and Marine,” the first 
inquiry to which the joint committee directed its attention 
was, as to the authority of the President to make it, > Ina 
Government possessing no power except such asis conferred 
by the Constitution and laws of the land, the undersigned 
believe that no citizen can be deprived of a.franehise or 
| right, except by the express authority of law; nor even then 
can it be done in accordance with the spirit of ourinstitu- 
tions until after a full arid fair investigation, before a com- 
; petent tribunal, where the party has had an opportunity of 

being heard in his defense. i 
1 In this case, Captain Moore was 


dismissed from a service 
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in which he had made great sacrifices in sustaining the 
honor and reputation of his country, and deprived of a high 
and honorable station, which he had dignified by his official 
conduct and deportnent, without a trial or even the sem- 
blance of atrial; and if such a course can be sustained 
or even excused in the functionary pursuing it, it must be 
under the provisions of some positive law, or under a state 
of circumstances, so imperative in their character, as to ad- 
mit of no delay or resort to other and less objectionable 
remedies. 

The undersigned know of no law that justified it. The 
conatitutional provision which makes the President the 
commander-in-chief of the army and navy, certainly did 
not, otherwise the system of military tribunals which seems 
to have been contemplated by that instrument, and which 
has since been provided for by law, would be a nullity apd 
even mockery, as the President might, in the exercise ore 
supposed power conferred in the constitygional provision 
making him commander-in-chief of the nuy and navy, 
capriciously dismiss every officer from either or both 
branches of the service at his mere willand pleasure. Sach 
power is rarely supposed to exist in those countries where 
the will of the sovereign is the law of the land; and it can 
hardly be imagined, that the framers of our Constitution, 
imbued as they must have been, in the midst of a revolution 
for the suppression of tyranny, with feelings sensibly awak- 
ened to the rights of the citizen, would have been incor- 
porated in the instrument they were preparing to guarantee 
those rights; a provision which might be exercised for the 
most tyrannical purposes. Such was not their intention, 
as the undersigned believe. No fair construction of the 
langnage would justify the inference that it was, and the 
principles of the institutions for the establishment of which 
they were then laying the foundation, and the history of the 
times, repel the imputation. 

If, then, there is found no authority in the Constitution 
for the exercise of the power which was brought into action 
on this occasion, the comihittee are at a loss to know from 
whence it was derived. If there is any statute which con- 
fers it, the undersigned have been unable to discover it; but 
in their researches upon the subject, they have fonnd a 
statute, which expressly declares, that it shall not hereafier 
“be Jawful to deprive any officer in the military or naval 
service of this Republic, tor any misconduct in office, of his 
commission, unless by the sentence of a court martial.” 
This law was approved on the 4th of February, 1841, and 
has never been repealed. Jt was therefore in full force and 
Operation on the J9b of July, 1843, when Captain Moore 


was dishonorubly dismissed, and deprived of hiscommission | 


in the naval service of this Republic, “by the order of the 
President,” without sentence of a court martial.” 

So direct and palpable a violation of the positive provis- 
ions of a statute well Known to the Executive at the time 
he gave the order, cannot be justified. 
the undersigned, it might he exeused under very extraordi- 
nary circumstances ; but the circumstances that would ex- 
cuse it must he of such a character as to admit of neither 
delay, nor a resort to a different mode of punishing the re- 
fractory officer. 1n this case, even if there existed in fact 
any just cause for punishment, the cOmmittee can perceive 
noreason why a positive law should have been violated and 
set at naught by the Executive to accomplish the object. 
There certainly existed no emergency which would have 
rendered delay either dangerous lo te country, or injurious 
to the service. The navy, at the time the order wag given 
to Captain Moore, and for ten days previous, was in the har- 


bor of Galveston, and that officer might have been removed | 


from the actual command by suspension and arrest, with as 
tittle difficulty as was found in depriving him of it, by dis- 
missal from the service. 
the necessity of violating the Jaw, and have accomplished 
all the Executive should have desired, as Congre 


vestigation, should appear to have deserved punishment to 
that extent. 

The undersigned, however, cannot discover in the papers 
and documents submitted to them, the grievous offenses and 
crimes tmputed to Captain Moore in the letter from the 
Secretary of War and Navy, conveying to him the order of 
the President for his dishonorable discharge, and which are 


the alleged grounds upon which that order was predicated. || 


These imputed offenses and crimes are: 

1. That Caplain Moore had not accounted for large sums 
of money received from the authorities of Yucatan and the 
Government of Texas, in July, 1342. 

2. That he had disobeyed orders issued tohim onthe 29th 
of October, on the 5th of November, and on the 16th of No- 
vember, 1842, directing him to report with the vessels under 
his command at Galveston. i 

3. That he had disobeyed orders issued on the 2d of De- 
cember, 1842, and on the 2d of January, 1843, directing him 
torepair to Washington and report in person to the Depart- 
ment of War and Marine. 


4. That he had failed to obey a peremptory order issued | 


on the 22d of January, 1843, “ to turn over the command to 
the senior officer in the naval service present, and report to 
the Department of War and Marine, at this place, (Wash- 
inglon,) in person.” 

5. That he was gnilty of treason in entering into a com- 


pact with the authorities of Yucatan, without the sanction | 


or knowledge of this Government. 
+6. That he was guilty of murder in causing to be exe- 
cuted, on the 26th of April, 1843, certain mutineers, who 
had been condemned by a court martial, alleged to have 
been illegally assembled, after he had received an order is 
sued on the 2ist of March, 1843, suspending him from the 
command of the navy, and directing him to report to the 
Department of War and Marine in arrest. And 

7. That he was guilty of piracy in cruizing upon the high 


136 


In the opinion of | 


That course would have obviated į 


could | 
have constituted a tribunal to investigate the matter, and | 
to dismiss the officer, provided that his conduct, upon in-. 


; Seas with armed vessels, under the flag of this nation, while 
under suspension and arrest. 

With regard te the first charge, the undersigned have 
} found abundant evidence in the correspondence between 
| Captain Moore and the Department, showing that he had 
i expended more money for the use of the Bavy than he is 
| charged with having received ; they therefore consider this 
| charge as wholly groundless, and one which does notin the 
, slightest degree excuse the order, in support of which it 
Was made. 

As to the second charge, it was necessary to refer to the 
evidence to see how far it is sustained by the facts. 

For several months anterior to the order of the 29th of 
i October, 1842, it seems from the correspondence between 
the Department and Captain Moore, that it was the earnest 
| desire of the President that the navy should be prepared 
for sea as early as practicable, to cruize along the coast of 
| Mexico; tolay under contribution the towns and commerce 
of that country. This desire Captain Moore appears to 
have labored hard and assiduously to gratify, but from va- 
tious difficulties and embarrassments, growing out of the 
refusal of the Government to furnish him with the money 
appropriated by Congress to fit out and support the navy, 
he had been unable to accomplish the objeet at the time 
that order was written, but still entertained hopes of being 
able to do so at a future period. The order itself seems to 
| have been written under the anticipation that it migut be 
doue; and, after speaking of the subject in general terms, 
and expressing regrets at the detention of the vessels and 
wishes respecting their being on the gulf, it proceeds thus : 
“If you cannet, with the means at your agwmand, per- 
| pare the squadron for sea, you will immediately, with all 

the vessels under your command, sail for the port of Gal- 
| veston, and, on your arrivat there, make a special report,” 
&c. This order, then, was evidently a conditional one, to 
| be executed or not, upon the contingency of Captain Moore's 
ability or inability, in his opinion, of geting the vessels to 
sea, with the means at his command, for the cruise. In 
reply to this communication, Captain Moore acknowledges 
his inability to get to sea at that time, either for the cruise 
or to return to Galveston, as he had not men enough to 
move, the vessels from their anchorage, but stated that he 
į had received a letter from the Secretary of War and Ma- 
rine of Yucatan, written a sbort time before, from the tenor 
of which he had been expeeting funds from that quarter ; a 
subsequent arrival, however, had materially lessened his 
hopes, as the enemy were represented to be upon them both 
by sea and land—at the same time he again expresses a 
hope that the appropriations previously made hy Congress 
for the navy would be available, in order that he might get 
to sca. y 

In this answer, and in the conduct of Captain Moore on 
that occasion, the undersigned discover no disobedience of 
orders on bis part, nor do they perceive in either any mant 
ifestation of an intention to disobey the orders of the De- 
partment or the Executive, and such appear to have been 
the opinions entertained by the Government at the time, 
as in none of the subsequent communications of the De- 
partment to him, previous to the lst March, 1843, after the 
arrival of the commissioners in New Orleans, was there 
any censure or seeming rebuke for his non-compliance with 
the order. 

The order of the 5th of November is merely a letter in- 
closing a duplicate of the one of the 29th of October, with 
this additional expression, showing that both were intended 
to he conditional, and to be obeyed or not, according to the 
prospect of getting to sea; after speaking of the condition 
of the schooners San Bernard and San Antonio, the writer 
adds: “If it is impossible to fit out the two remaining ves- 
sels for efficient service, they had much better be in Gal- 
veston harbor than in a foreign port. With the hope, how- 
however, that some kind fortune may have enabled you to 
; accomplish your purpose, I have,” &e. 
| The order of 16th November, is merely a reference to the 
| two former letters of November 5, and October 29, with 
i directions to earry out the instructions previously given. 
| 


What these instructions were, the undersigned have al- 
: ready shown ; and as these three letters contain ail the mat- 
ters embraced in the second charge, the committee have no 
hesitation in saying, that they do not, in their opinion, sus- 
; tain it. 
| In reference to the third charge of disobedience of orders, 


t 
{in refusing to repair to Washington, and report,in person, 
| to the Department of War and Marine, the undersigned 
: Would not have regarded the functionary makiug it as in- 


| matters of such grave and serious import. The order of 
December 2, 1842, simply directs Captain Moore, when he 


| person. Previous to writing this order, the Department 
! had been informed that Captain Moore, from causes beyond 
| his control, could not then return with the vessels to Gal- 
! veston ; and that he was still makiug efforts to prepare for 
i 


therefore, depended upon the same contingencies as. at- 
; tached to the preceding orders from the Department, forthe 
| retarn of the vessels to Galveston; and as a proof that it 
| was so regarded at the Department, when it was given, 
: there is no time specitied in it for a compliance with it, bur 
simply directs the duties to be performed -after Captain 
Sloore shall have returned to Galveston. In fact, itis not 


an order prescribing the course for him to pursue, after his 
trival at that port—which arrival, depended upon contin- 
gencies well Known to the Department, at the time it was 
| given, ‘Phe order of January 2, 1843, which is the only 
other evidence relied upon to sustain the third charge, like 
; all those which preceded it, directs nothing positively. It 


if 
i 


| Speaks of all expectations, founded upon the appropriation 


į tending to be serious, had it not been connected with other | 


i shall have arrived at Galveston, and prepared his returns, | 
i to proceed to this place, and report to the Department in | 


the contemplated cruise on the guif—a compliance with it, | 


an order to return to Galveston with the vessels at all, but 3 


made@t the extra session of Congress, for naval purposes, 
as being certain to end in disappointment, as it was subject 
to such contingencies as to render it a dead letter upon the 
statute@ook ; and after expressing the regrets of the Presi- 
dent, at the inadequacy of the appropriations to sustain the 
į navy, it directs that-Captain Moore will, if practicable, in 
| conformity with previous orders, report at Galveston. 

The undersigned believe that they have already shown 
that, by the previous orders, Captain Moore. was only re- 
quired to report at Gaiveston, in the event of his being 
unable to get to sea, upon the cruise which had been pre- 
viously ordered, and which, at no time, seems to have been 
finally abandoned ; and also, in th event of his being able 
to bring the vessels to Galveston, provided he should not be 
ableto get to sea, for the cruise. This order was, there- 
fore, subject to all the contingencies which attached to the 
preceding orders, upon the same subject; and was to be 
obeyed or not, as circumstances might dictate—having in 
i view those contingencies, 

In reference to the appropriations made for.naval pur- 
poses, by the act of July 23, 1842, the non-application of 
which seems to have caused ali the eimbarrassments under 
| which Captain Moore labored in getting the vessels to sea, 
either for the contemplated cruise, or for their retura to 
Galvesion, the undersigned can perceive no such difficul- 
ties or contingencies, as are spoken of by the Secretary of 
War and Marine ; nor can they imagine why the act making 
| the appopriations should be regarded as a dead letter upon 

the statute-books, 

| ‘The first section of that act appropriates $25,000 “for the 
outfit and provisioning of the navy now in the employ of 
the Government,” and that the amount ¢ be paid out of the 
first money in the treasury, or at the disposition of the Bxecu- 
tive.” When itis borne in mind, that atthe time this appro- 
priation was made, it was believed that the President bad 
| already coutracted for the loan of $1,000,000; and that, at 
the same time, other extraordinary resources were placed in 
his hands for raising money, by the unlimited and unre- 
stricted sale of four hundred thousand acres of the Cherokee 
| lands, it seems, to the undersigned, shat the Congress man- 
|; ifested an unusual degree of solicitude to provide for the 
prompt and certain payment and application of this appro- 
priation; for they not only provided for it in the ordinary 
way, by directing it to be paid out of the first money in the 
treasury, but they went further, by directing, in addition, 
that it should be paid out of the first money at the disposi- 
tion of the Executive, evidently intending thereby, that if 
the Executive should come into the possession of money, 
either by luan or the sale of the Cherokee lands, before 
there were means in the treasury to meet the appropriation, 
; that then the appropriation should be paid out of that money, 
before any part of it was applied to any otber purpose. 

The second section of the act appropriates $57,659 50 for 
the pay then due the officers, seamen, and marines, and for 
their prospective pay for the ensuing six months, and directs 
; that, should prizes be made, or contributions be levied, by 
the navy, they should be applied to the payment of these 
appropriations for the officers, seamen, and marines of the 
navy. The third section provides “ that no part of the sum 
thus appropriated shall be paid over to any commander or 
disbursing officer for his services or prize money until he 
shall have rendered to the proper department a full account 
of all moneys before received and disbursed 3” and provides, 
further, ‘that the amount appropriated for back pay shall 
be first ascertained to be due for services rendered in the 
naval service of the Government, according to the laws in 
existence at the time of the service,” € 
comain all the restrictions or contingencies which are foun 
in the acl; aud it will readily be perceived that neither of 
them apply, in the slightest degree, to the appropriation of 
$25,000 for the outfit and provisioning the navy, as provided 
for in the first section of the act. The undersigned, there- 
fore, believe thatthis appropriation was withheld in violation 
of law, and that the withholding of it was the sole cause of 
the difficulties which prevented the navy trom proceeding 
to sea on the contemplated cruise, and which afterwards 
put it out of the power of the con:manding officer to bring 
the vessels to Galveston; and as that officer was thus pre- 
vented from obeying the instructions of the Department by 
ts own acts, they cannot perceive how he can be held ob- 
! noxious to the charge of  disubedience of orders,” which 
| order it was impossible to obey, A 
; The fourth charge made against Captain Moore, as afford- 
; ing the ground-work for his dismissal from the service, is, 
i that he disobeyed a peremptory order, issurd on the 22d 
p January, 1843, requiring him to “leave the ship Austin and 
brig Wharton under the command of the senior officer pres- 
ent, and repair to this place, (Washington,) and report to the 
Department in person, as his presence was necessary at the 
seat of government before finalaction istaken upon a secret 
act of Congress with regard to the navy.” On the same 
day upon which this order was issued, (the 22d January, 
1843,) another order was issued, directed to Cominander 
' Lothrop, “or officer in command of the navy,” directing 

him to report the condition of the vessels, &c., under his 
|| command, “to William Bryan, Samuel M. Williams, and 
James Morgan, who have been commissioned by the Presi- 
dent to carry into effect a secret act of Congress with regard 
i to the navy,” and to “act under, and be subject to, the 
: orders of suid commissioners, or any two of them, until 
| further orders are received from the Depariment.?? The. 
; order directed to Captain Moore, by name, was not received 
| by him until after the arrival of the commissioners at New 
Orleans, who had been charged with the duty of carrying 
out the “secret act’? in regard to the navy. They, there- 
i fore, found bim, without any disobedience of that order, in 
| command of the navy, and, as such, they addressed a letter 
| to him, ineclosing the second order of the same date, direct- 
l 


i ing him to report to them, with as little delay as practicable, 
in obedience to that order. Here, then, were two orders of 


These provisog > 
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the same date—ihe one directed, personally, to Captain 
Moore; the other directed to the scofiicer in command Of the 
navy? Theone ordering him to leave the vessels under 
command of the senior officer present, and reportto thé De- 
partment, as his presence was necessary before final action 
was taken upon the seeret act respecting the navy, and the 
other ‘showing that that action’ had already been taken by 
placing. the vessels under the authority and charge of the 
commissioners, and directing him to. report to them, and to 
act under; and be subject to, thetr orders. If a propempnd 
reasonable construction of both of these orders should Siow 
them to be equally imperative in their character, then there 
might exist some doubt on the mind,as to which one Captain 
Moore was bound to obey. They are both directed thim, 
as he waa in command, without having disobeyed any pre- 
vious order, when.they were both received and itis, there- 
fore, only by’such construction, and a just application of the 
circumstan:es connected with the issuing and reception of 
them, that it caibe ascertained to’ which he was bound to 
rendet obedience. “The first gives the reason why it was 
issted, tO wit: that his presence wus necessary at the De- 
artment. before final actiop was taken respecting the navy. 
tis therefore reasonable (infer that but for this reason the 
order would not-have béen given. The acond shows that 
the reason no longer existed, and that his presence was no 
longer-necessary at the Departmen: for the purpose men- 
tioned, as the final action had then been taken, by turning 
the vessels over'to the commissioners, and instructing them 
ag to their future disposition. If, then, there was nothing 
else in the latter order showing that the first was rescinded 
by it, this fact would clearly demonstrate it, as the sole rea- 
son Upon which the first was predicated was removed by 
the subgeqùent action ‘of the Department, aad the subse- 
quent.order issued in conformity with that action. 

But there are other things connected with this second 
_order which leave no doubt upon the minds of the under- 
‘signed as to ite effect, in countermanding and rescinding the 

previous order of the same date. Captain Moore was in 
command of the navy at the time of the arrival of the com- 
missioners in New Orleans, as the order, directing him to 
turnover the command to another, was not received pre- 
vious to their arrival, and they (the commissioners) baving 
the authority to do so, and to take any and all the steps 
which they might deem necessary in regard to the vessels, 
thought proper to regard him in that light—to commani- 
catë with him as such—to furnish him: with the second 
order,.and to require from him the performance of dutiea 
imposed by that order, on the “ officer in command of the 
navy.” The undersigned, therefore, cannot view the sec- 
ond order. in any other light than as rescinding the first one 
of thesamedate; and, consequently, the alleged disobedi- 
ence ofthe first, is an assumption unsustained by facts, 
and seems to have been resorted to asan afterthought, 
brought forward as an assistant prop to support the subse- 
quent order of dismissal from the service. : 

The fifth charge is, that Captain Moore was guilty of 
«c treason,” in entering into a compact with the authorities 
of Yucatan, without the sanction or knowledge of this Gov- 
ernment, 

Treason is defined by the Constitution, to consist in levy- 
ing war against the Republic, or in ndhering to its enemies, 
giving them aid and support, and if Captain Moore be guilty 
of this offense, it must be for a violation of tat provision 
which forbids giving to the encmies of the Republic aid and 
support, for no one has pretended to charge him with levying 
war against the Republic. To determine, then, whetherornot 
he is guilty of the charge, it is necessary to ascertain what 
was the position oceupied by Yucatan in reference to this 
country, as well as to Mexico, at the time the arrangement 
was entered into between Captain Moore and Colonel Pe- 
raza at New Orleans, on the tth February, 1843. At that 
time, and for a long time previous, a war was notoriously 
known‘to exist between the State of Yucatan and the Gov- 
ermmentof Mexico, which war was prosecuted for the 
same pirpose, and had the same end in view, which out 
own country was seeking to accomplish, in the war which 
shegwas waging against Mexic At the same time the 
aulfiorities of Yucatan and Texas were Keeping up and 
encouraging the most friendly relations towards each other, 
and had, on other occasions, entered into stipulations, sup- 
posed to be for the mutual benefit of both, in the proseeu- 
tion of the war against their common enemy. ‘hese 
stipulations and agreements had been submitted to the Con- 


gress of this nation, anu that body, so far from condemning j 


or disapproving them, refused to. recall the navy, whieh 
was then at sea, and codperating with the forces of Yuca- 
tan, under them. 

If, then, the entering into such arrangements with the 
authorities of Yucatan, be treasonable, the former Adminis- 
tration was guilty of thatoffense, and the Congress, by sus- 
taining the measures or that Administration in this particu- 
lar, not only connived at treasonable practices, but actually 
became participants in them, by failing to adopt the neces- 
sary measures, to pul a stop to their further progress, Asa 
proor, however, that the arrangements were not considered 
treasonable, even by the present Administration, Captain 
Moore: continued his operations in connection with the 
forces of Yucatan for some time after the present Executive 
came into office, and upon reporting his proceedings to the 


Department, he was informed, under the date of April 14, | 


42, that his proceedings were approved. In addition to 
this, there is not one word in all the correspondence be- 
tween the Deparment and Captain Moore, anterior to the 
time-when the commissioners were sent to New Orleans 
to take charge of the vessels, which seems to inhibit the 
renewal of the arrangement with Yucatan, while there is 
much to indicate that the renewal was not only anticipated 
but desired. Besides, for the money received from Yuca- 
tan under these arrangements, Captain Moore was held to 
strict accountability. by this Government, and one of the al- 
leged grounds for his distnissat from office, js that he had not 
accounted for moneys thus received, which would hardly 
have been alleged if it had been obtained by treasonable in- 
tercourse. But that Yucatan was not considered as forming 
any part of the territory of the enemy, is evidently shown 
by the President’s proclamation of a blockade of the whole 
{past of the enemy, and from which the coast of Yucatan 

nded. Apart, however, from all these considera- 


is eke h H : 
tlors, andy, demigned believe there never was an instancet 


civilized warfare, where two States were at war with one 
common enemy, that they did not avail themselves, az far as 
circumstances permitted, of the aid and assistance of each 
other, in damaging the common foe, and this, too, in most 
instances, witheut any agreement or compact between their 
respective Governments to that effect; nor is there an in- 
stance On recòrd, within the knowledge of the undersigned, 
where belligerent: nations have failed to avail themselves 
of the intestine wars carried on in the enemy’s country, 
where it could be done to advan. 1n no point of view, 
therefore, can the undersigned perceive the propriety of the 
charge of treason against Captain Moore, founded upon 
the arrangement entered into with Colonel Peraza—ar- 
yangements which were certainly greatly to the benefit of 
this country at that particular crisis, and which, itis be- 
lieved, would have resulted in permanent and lasting 
advantages to the nation, nad they not been so untimely 
checked by-the acts of the Government, and the extraordi- 
“nary proceeding resorted to, for the purpose of carrying out 
those acts. i 

The sixth chargé is that Captain Moore was guilty of mur- 
der, in causing to be executed, on the 26th of April, 1843, 
certain mutineers who had been condemned by a court- 
martial, alleged to have been illegally assembled, after he 
had received an order issued on the 2lst of Mareh, 1843, 
xuspending him from the command of the navy, and di- 
recling him to report to the Department of War and Ma- 
rine in arrest. - 

On the lth September, 1842, the Department addressed 
a letter to Captain Moore, inclosing a requisition upon the 
Governor of Louisiana for the mutineers alluded to in this 
charge, and then adds: & Upon the delivery of the prison- 
ers to you, or as soon thereafter as the testimony of-the 
witnesses can be procured, you will order a court-martial 
for their trial, in the prosecution of which, the regulations 
of the.service, and the laws of the land will be strictly en- 
forced.” Here, then, was a positive order to convene a 
court-martial for the trial of these ‘men, and to cause the 
regulations of the service and the laws of the land to be 
strictly enforced against them. These regulations and Jaws 
imposed upon tl@m the penalty of death, if found guilty of 
the offenses charged against them—they were found guilty, 
and suttered accordiogly. But it is said, the court which 
tried them was illegally assembled, as the officer ordering 
it was suspended from the command at the time, and had 
no right to give the order. {n the first place the objeciion, 
in the opinion of the undersigned,,is without force so far 
as regards the legality of the court, because the order for 
it emanated from the Department of War and Marine, and 


was only executed by the officer in command; and had 
Captain Moore, in point of fact, heen suspended from the 
command at the time, the person who superseded him would 
have been bound to have earried it out, and the court when 
assembled, no matter by whose instrumentality, would have 
been assembled in virtue of the order trom the Department. 

But the undersigned cannot discover, from the testimony, 
that Captain Moore was suspended from the command. It 
is true he had received an order froin the Department sus- 
pending bim, but in that order there was no person designa- 
ted to whom the command should be given, and according 
to the law and the regulations of the service; he could not 
give up the command and leave the vessels, until some 
other person had presented himself with authority to relieve 
him, and take charge of them. The order, therefore, was 
for this reason inoperative. But there is other and stronger 
evidence, showing that he was legally in command of the 
vessels at the time the court was convened for the trial of 
these men. By the order of the 22d January, he was in 
formed that the entire control of the squadron had been 
given to the commissioners by the President, and he was 
direeted to obey their orders and instructions, aud if the 
order of the 21st of March, 1843, operated at the time of its 
reception in suspending him, he was immediately after- 
wards restored to the command by the commissioners, with 
the view of securing his services in bringing the vessels to 
Galveston; and being restored he was as much bound to 
carry out his previous orders, as thougb no suspension had 
ever taken place. It is the opinion of the undersigned, 
therefore, founded upon the testimony submitted to them, 
that Captain Moore was in command of the squadron by 
lawful authority at the time the court-martial was convenrd 
forthe trial of these mutineers, and that he continued in 
command under and by vitne of tbe same authority anul 
the arrival of the vessels in Galveston in July following. 

The seventh and last charge is, that Captain Moore was 
guilty of piracy, in cruising upon the high seas with armed 
vessels, under the flag of this nation, while under suspen- 
sion and arrest. 

Without investigating this new and singular species of 
piracy—a species which seems to have escaped the knowl- 
edge of most, if not all, the elementary writers on inter- 
national law, the undersigned deem it only necessary to 
say, that.the facts submitted to them do not sustain the 
charge. They have already shown wat Captain Moore was 
in command. of the squadron by the anthority of the com- 
missioners, which command, conferred asit was by lawful 
authority, was a full and entire removal, for the time being, 
of the suspension and arrest, which was intended to be im- 


when the command was conferred upon Captain Moore by 
the commissioners, Orin other words, when he was retained 
in the command by them, it was mainly for the purpose of 
bringing the vessels safely to the port of Galveston, but the 
evidence abundantly shows, that after the sailing of the 


ti squadron from New Orleans be had full and ample author- 


ity from the senior commissioner, who was authorized to 
act in the absence of the others, to proceed on the cruise, 
which has since heen denounced as a piratical one, and 
this authority, in the opinion of the undersigned, fully ex- 
onerates Captain Moore from al! blame in reference to that 
cruise. 

But whether Captain Moore were guilty of treason, mur- 
der, and piracy, or not, it forms no justification, in the opin~ 
ion of the undersigned, for the violation of a positive statute |: 
in dishonorably dismissing bim from the service without a 
trial, or an opportunity of defending a reputation acquired |! 
by severe toils, privations and hardships, in sustaining the 


horor and glory of the flag under which he had sailed and 


posed by the order of the Qlst of March, 1843. It is true, | $11,000. The records show it. 


| disobedience of orders? 


fought, Ifhe were guilty, the courts of his country were 


Sawa? 
epen for his trial and punishment, and he should immedi- 
ately upon his return have been turned over to those tribu- 
nals; and if not guilty, it was worse than cruel, thus to have 
branded with infamy and disgrace a n2me heretofore bright 
and unsullied on the pages of our history; andto have 
driven from our shores, as an outcast upon the world, one 
whose long and well tried services, all appreciate and ap- 
prove. a 
The undersigned, therefore, recommend the adoption of 


the accompanying resolution, i 
JOHN RUGELEY, 
JAMES WEBB, 

» WM. L, HUNTER, 
H. KENDRICK, 
J. W. JOHNSON, 
LEVI JONES. 
Mr. Davis moved to lay the reportupon the table. Lost. 


The following is the resolution recommended 
in the report just read: 


“Sec. L. Be it resolved by the Senate and Houseof Rep- 
resentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembledy 
That itis due to Post Captain E. W. Moore, to have a full, 
fair, and impartial investigation of the charges, upon which 
an order was issued, dismissing him from the naval service 
of Republic; and, as a court-martial is the?proper and 
legitimate tribunalgpr such investigation, and as such court 
cannot be convened, composed of naval officers, itis hereby 
made the duty of the Secretary of War and Marine to con- 
vence as soon as practicable, a court-martial, composed of 
the major generat of the militia, and at least two brigadier 
generals, and other officers, next highest in grade in office, 
which shall constitute a naval court-martial for the investi- 
gation of the charges against the said Post Captain B. W. 
Moore, and said court martial shall be governed by all the 
rules and regulations governing naval courts- martial. 

“Src. 2. Be it further resolved, That the Secretary of 
War and Marine is required to furnish the said Post Captain 
E. W. Moore with a copy of the charges and specifications 
against him, a copy of which shal! also be furnished tesaid 
court, when it shal! have convened,” 


The committee of investigation of the Congress 
of Texas took up the charges one by one, They 
were geven in number, with multiplied specifica- 
tions. Aftera long, honest, znd laborious inves- 
tigation, they acquitted him of the charge of mur- 
der, of the charge of piracy, of the charge of 
treason, and of the charge of defalcation to his 
Government. There, in the public records of the 
Republic of Texas, are resolutions acquitting him 
on each and every one of these grave charges. 

The honorable Senator from Texas (Mr. Rusk] 
read to the Senate the resolution of the conven- 
tion which assembled to form a State constitu- 
tution, and it is of-such a character as to show 
that they believed in no such charges. The reso- 
lution is in these words: 

Resolved by the Delegates of the people in Convention 
assembled, That in closing their labors as the representa- 
| tives of the people, they respectfully recommend to the 
| favorable consideration of the American Government, their 
gallant fellow-citizen, Post Captain E. W. Moore, and 


request that he may be retained and provided fer in the 
| naval service thercof.—Journal of Convention, p, 312. 


But, sir, the matter does not stop there. After 
the Congress of Texas had investigated the mat- 
iter fully and thoroughly, Commodore Moore 
asked that a court martial might be assembled to 
try him for the offenses charged against him. The 
court martial was ordered, and the trial was had, 
running, I believe, through seventy days. At the 
end of seventy days, what was the verdict of that 
tribunal? Out of all the charges preferred against 
him he was acquitted upon each and every one, 
except four specifications, out of the six that were 
preferred under the charge of disobedience of or- 
ders, and the testimony is satisfactory to my mind 
that he could not have obeyed those orders. This 
is fully made out in the committee report. He 
was acquitted of every charge affecting his char- 
acter and integrity as a man of honor and a gen- 
tleman. He was acquitted of treason. He was 
acquitted of peculation, because it was shown 
that, instead of his being a defaulter to the Gov- 
ernment, the Government actually owed him over 
He was acquit- 
ted of every charge of a capital offense, and was 
found guilty of disobedience of certain orders, 
when he alleges it was impossible for him to obey 
these orders. Does that affect his character, his 


| integrity, his honor as a man? Who is not guilty 


of disobedience of orders? Where is the officer 
in your Government who has not been guilty of 
The cases are numerous 
and multiplied. 

a But, sir, it is said that he is a defaulter—not only 
a defaulter to the Government of Texas, but to 
the Government of the United States. The reso- 
lutions passed by the Texas investigation show 
that he was not a defaulter to the Government of 
Texas, but that, on the contrary, that Government 
was indebted to him, aes . 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


2163 


COMMITTEE Room, December 29, 1847. 
To the honorablethe Speaker ofthe Houseof Representatives: 


The select committee to whom was referred the “ Report 
of the Comptroller of Public Accounts, with the accompany- 
ing documents, exhibiting his action under a joint resota- 
tion of the last Legislature,” by which he was required ‘ to 
setie the accounts of E. W. Moore, Post Captain Command- 
ing the late Navy of Texas,” have given to the sttbject their 
most mature consideration, and now heg leave to report to 
the House the result of their deliberations. 

The account current made out hy the auditor of the late 
Republic of Texas on the 27th of April, 1844, and which is 
contained among the papers submitted to us, shows that 
Commodore Moore is charged at that tine by the auditor 
with the sum of $72,726 74, of which the sum of $18,812 74 
is charged in exchequer bis, and the balance in par funds. 


| The evidence before us shows sufficiently that this amount 
| was actually expended for the use of the navy. over and 

above what is allowed by the comptroiler. The greater 
part is for medicines and clothing proper for the service; 
| and the want of strictly formal vouchers ought not, in our 
opinion, to preelude a recognition of the claim. 

Another portion of the accounts of Commodore Moore are 
not allowed by the comptral'er, on the ground that the dis- 
pursentents were inade through third persons, acting for 

im. 
character, amounting to $1,488 571, were incurred for the 
use of the navy, and paid for by Commodore Moore; and 
as they were actually received on hoard the different ves- 
sels, we can perceive no objection to allowing the account. 
An abstract of the various items included in this amount 
will be seen by reference to exhibit marked U. 


He is credited by $21,851 38, leaving a balance against him 
of $50,875, 36 which will appear by reference to document 
A, accompanying this report. 

The comprroiier in stating the accounts of Commodore 
Moore, hag arranged his claims against the Government into 
five classes. The first class, amounting to $35,135 65, in- 
eludes various kinds of cash disbursements for the use of 
the navy. 

The second class, amounting to $8,138 50, embraces cas 
disbursements made in the enlistment of men, and bounty 
paid them upon entering the service. 

T'he third class, amounting to $2,106 74, embraces ex- 
penditures for the use of the navy which were liquidated 
at the tune they were incurred, by the individual obligations 
of Commodore Moore, with the hypothecation of exchequer 
bilis at fifty cents on the dollar. 

The fourth class is composed of items of disbursements 
for the use of the navy, of which $7,209 33 were liquidated | 
Sy the individual obligations of Commodore Moore, and 
$1,133, 30 were paid in cash. 

The fifth class amounts to 4,225 20,and includes cx- 
penses incurred Jor the use of the navy, which were wholly 
liquidated by the individual obligations of Commodore | 
Moore. 

An abstract of the foregoing is among the papers sub- 
mitied, and is made a part of this report, as document X, 

The comptroller indorses ail the vouchers for claims of | 
the first class as “equitable and just,” except the two last, | 
numbered 143, for $500; and 144 fer $855, which he sub- 
mits “as informal vouchers to be acted upon by the Legis- 
lature.” Your committee concur in the opinion expressed i 
by the comptroller, that the vonchers of this class are equi- 
table and just, and they perceive no difference between the 
character of the last two vouchers and that of the preced- 
ing oues, and believe that there can be no good reason why 
thev should not be allowed. : 

The disbursements comprised in the second class are not 
indorsed by the comptroiler, for the reason “that they are 
not of the Kind anthorized by the regulations of the service, 
though rendered necessary by the emergency of the times 
under which they were incurred.” A bare reference to the 
nature of thes sbursements will suffice to explain the 
neerssity which prompted the expenditure. 
comparatively without men, and ordered upon an expedition 
against the enemy; the regulations of the naval service of 
the United States (which we view as a fair criterion in the 
absence of any positive Jaw of our own) allows bounty to 
seamen who enlist, and authorizes the employment of pe 
sons for the purpose of procuring recruits. Of this charac- 
ter are all the disbursements of the second ciass. Ft is to 
be recollected that these disbursements were made in the 
United States, then a foreign country, and was a violation 
of the neutrality laws of that Government ; all parties en- 
gaged in the transaction rendered themselves amenable to 
highly penal laws. Under these circumstances it is notun- 
reasonable to suppose that the cost of enlisting men would 
have heen higher than in ordinary cases, ‘This, however, | 
we do not find to be the case; on the contrary, the com- 
mittee are convinced that the cost incurred is less than that 
which usually attends the enlistment of men under the 
most favorable circumstances. 

The third class is composed of five items of disburse- 
ments made in the purchase of provisions and other naval 
supplies. The first four items were liquidated by the indi 
vidual obligations of Commodore Moore, with a pledge of 
double the amount in exchequer bills; the bypothecation: 
was forfeited, and the holders took the exehequer bills at | 
fifty cents on the dollar. The last item was paid partly in 
par funds and parily in exchequers, These were all eash 
expenditures, and no obligation can exist to the disburse- 
ments included in this class. 


| 
| 


In the fourth class are included disbursements made for 


the purchase of naval supplies. No doubt exi ro the 
correctness of the accounts 3 the ouly difficulty ariscs from 
the fact that a portion of the account was liquidated by the 
obligations of Commodore Moore, and the remainder paid 
in cash. 

In the fifth class are included disbursements made for the 


purchase of naval supplies, and repairs of the sloop-of-war |} 


Austin; in satisfaction of which Commodore Moore gave 
his individual obligations.. No disbursements of money ! 
were made forany item included in this class. 

The auditor has charged in his acconnt current the ex- 


The navy was || 


a 
i! 
4 
l 
it 
ji 
H 
f 
i 


Another account marked D, exhibits a statement of va- 

rious cash disbursements for the use of the navy, for which 
no formal vouchers are shown, but which have every ap- 
pearance of being equitable and just. This account is for 
$1,059 52, and all the items contained in it are for naval 
supplies and bounty to seamen; except one item of fifty 
dollars for cash advanced Thomas S. Lubbock while en- 
gaged in the service of the Government. The committee 
are of opinion that this item, although for money expended 
for the use of Government, ought not to be allowed, inas: 
mueh as the disbarsement was not strictly for the use of 
the navy. The last two accounts amount to $2,498 094. 
ii is to be observed, so far as relates to the greater part of 
the disbursements made by Commodore Moore, that the 
informality of the vouchers arises from the fact that he was, 
after the passage of the act of Congress of 18th January, 
A. D. 1841, naval storekeeper and navy agent, as well as 
commander of the entire feet; had the two former offices 
been held by separate individuals, it would have been proper 
that requisitions should be made by the commanding officer 
for whatever supplies were needed for the service, But as 
| he held all three of the offices, this formality might well be 
dispensed with; for it would be unnecessary for an officer to 
make requisitions upon himself, As this is the oly for- 
mality wanting in a large majority of the vouchers, itis a 
mere technical quibble to reject a voucher for a defect so 
trifling and unimportant. 

Your corumiitee are satisfied that it was the intention of 
the Legislature, in passing the joint resolution under which 
the comptrolter acted, that the accounts of Commodore 
Moore should be settled upon an equitabie basis, and they 
have been governcd by this construction of the resolution. 


face of it, evidence of intrinsie correctness. Taking into 
view the circumstances of the times, and the embarras 
ments whieh surrounded the naval service, il is to be won- 
dered that even informal vouchers shouJd have been pre- 
served. Wediscover by reference to the former setllement 
made by the auditor, that many accounts are passed of the 
same character of those embraced in the preseut settlement, 
and upon vouchers equally informal. 

So far as regards that class of accounts 
$14,011 86, liquidated by the individual not 


amounting to 
of Commodore 


marked E, the committee are of opinion that they should 
not be estimated in setting the accounts of that officer with 
the Government; and they are of the same opinion in re- 
gard to the other class of accounts, for $1,190 20, (the items 
of which will be seen by reference to exhibit F,) which are 
unliquidated by any obligation of Commodore Moore, but 
like the last mentioned were purchased by him for the use 
j of the navy, and upon a credit. The vouchers for both 
| these classes are with the papers submitted to us, and be- 
| long to the archives of the anditorial department. ‘hese 
should be made the subject of a separate adjustment, 

A recapitulation of tie accounts of Commodore Moore 
shows the following result: 
Balance due by Commodore Moore, as per account of Charles 

Mason, auditor cases ereeesaaccons cece 890,875 36 
By cash disbu:sements for the use of the navy 

first ClaSS.. ce cee sees eeee +. $95,135 65 
Cash disbursements for enlisting 


men, bounty, &e.—second class, 8,138 50 
| Cash disbursements for the use of 
| the navy—third class........... 2,106 74 
| Cash disbursements for the use of 
he the navy—fourth class.......... 1,183 30 
| Deductions made by comptroller 
| fer want of strict vouchers, see 

exhibit Bo... cc recercscevesenes TT R 


Disbursements not alowed by 
comptrolier for want of formal 
vouchers, see exhibits Cand D.. 2,498 69} 
Overcharge in Exchequer bills..., 12,484 22 


1 $11,398 36 


Balance. 


Tt will be perenived that a balance is left in favor of Com- 


the actual cash expenditures made in furnishing 
| the navy, paving for repairs, and procuring enlistments in 
i the naval service. In addition to th 


chequer bills against Commodore Moore as par funds; this | 
the committee do nót eonceive to be justi. Satisfactory | 
evidence is before us to show the rate at which these bills | 
passed, from which it appears that for the amount of | 
$18,812, he received actually $6,377 78, a fraction over | 


rate than the market value at the time they were expended 


We are therefore of opinion that the most equitabie ar- || sum of $16,000 was appropriated, to be paid prorata to the 
of the navy. which will appear by reference to a 
certificate from the Comptroller accompanying this report. : 


rangement. would be to require the actual proceeds only, of 
the depreciated currency to be accounted for; which makes 


a deduction of $12,434 22, to be placed to the credit of Com- | 


modore Moore. 
In addition to the accounts stated upon the abstract of the 
eomptratier, the committee believe that there are other 
credits justiy due Commodore Moore. 
The comptroiier has deducted from the eredits allowed 
the sum of $777 22, the items of which will be seen by 
reference to exhibit marked B, accompanying this repor 


i holds the purser’s certificate for his pay from ube time of 
| entering the service up to the 25th of Jaty, 3843. The sum 
i of 8350 was drawn by him in June, 1840, and the batance 


in his favor up to the 25th July, 1848, is $11,725 54. 


1 officers 


1 
i 
i| marked W. 

At the time when the disbursements above st 


made, the act of Congr 


i ship Zavala; 320,01 


i 
| 


i legai vouchers existed for this portion of the disbursements, { 


We are convinced that all the expenditures of this | 


There is no voucher approved by us which has not upon the | 


Moore, an abstract of which accompanies this report, f 


modore Moore of $11,398 363, which amount includes only | 
supplies for 


Commodore Moore ! 


Ifar- | 
ji ther appears from the statement of the comptroller that 
thirty-three and a third cents on the dollar, and a higher |! Commodore Moore has received no part of his pay under 
í the act of Congress passed oth February, 1844, by which the || Moore 


ated were 

passed July 23, 1842, was in force. 
i That act “ appropriated 815,000 for the outfit of the steam- 
uO for the outfit and provisioning of the € n 
navy, then in the service of the Governiment; S88.231 for i said supplies, as if tl 
i| the pay due the officers, seamen, and marines of the navy } th 
; | on the Ist of July, 1842; and $29,428 50 for six months’ pay i] pro 
these deductions are made on the ground that no strictly l of the officers, seamen, and marines of the navy, for six |i $15,202 9 as abo 


months from and after the [st of July, 1842, which amount 
by the act was required to be paid out of the first money in’ 
the Treasury.” No part of this was drawn, except $7,487 78, 
|| by the Secretary of War and Marine, in December, 1843, 
from the appropriation for repairing the Zavala, 

Commodore Moore, in view of these appropriations, and 
the assurance held out by the action of Congress that the 
navy would he kept in active service, incurred the expenses 
necessary to sustain and support that arın of the national 
defense, and fit it for active operations against the enemy. 
It is believed that the sums expended for these purposes 
were reasonable, and that the navy was fitted for its intended 
expedition upon the most reasonable terms. 

In order to facilitate the outfit of the navy, and enable it 
to render the service which the country anxiously looked 
for, Commodore Moore, as the commanding officer, pledged 
his own credit, after expending the means in his hands þe- 
longing to the Government, and drawing largely upon his 
own private resource Taking into view the appropriation 
above alluded to, and the general expectation of the country, 
which confidently anticipated a glorious result to the con- 
templated expedition, it could not be deemed unwise or im- 
proper that the officer upon whom rested the whole weight 
of responsibility should exceed the actual amount of Gov- 
ernment funds in his hands, when the means used were 
directed to the achievement of the great object which every 
patriot destred—the chastisement of an insolent foe. Mex- 
ico had already declared our ports in a state of blockade, 
and menaced our coast with an invasion which we were 
incapable of repelling, unless by keeping the navy in ser- 
vice, 

The honor of the country was vindicated by our small 
but gallant fleet when an opportunity offered of meeting the 
enemy. 

Far from censuting as extravagant the conduct of the 
commander in supplying the navy with all the necessary 
means of bringing to an honorable conclusion the contest he 

s about engaging in, your committee are more disposcd to 
olaud his cffurts aud admire the zeal manifested by that 
otlicer, directed, as it was, to the promotion of his country’s 
glory. It is the pride of a generous country to bestow mer- 
ited praise upon the patriotic exertions of its citizens. 

Your committee having placed in po: ion of the House, 
so far asthey are capable, the facts connected with the sub- 
Jectreferred to thei, and made such suggestions as they ton- 
ceived to be proper, ask time to prepare and offer resalutions 
appropriate to the various matters which they have had 
under consideration. 

Ali of which they reepectfully submit, 


M. M. POTTER, a 
EMERY RAINS, iy 
K M. T. RODGERS, ¢ Committee. 


JAMES WILLIE 
JOHN D. ANDERSON, | 
COMMITTEE Room, January 4, 1848, 
To the honorabie the Speaker of the House of Representatives; 
The majority of the special ‘committee to whom was re~ 
ferred the report of the Comptroller relative to the elaimsof 
E. W. Moore, Post Captain commanding the late navy of 
Texas, having further deliberated upon the matters referred 
to them, and upon which they reported on a former day, beg 
leave again to report, and offer the accompanying resolu- 
tions, which they recommend to the favorable consideration 
of the House of Representatives. The resolu ions only 
place the accounts upon the same footing as if they had been 
audited by the proper accounting officers of the late Repub- 


lic of Texas. 

M. M. POTTER, 
EMERY RAINS, . 
M. T. RODGERS, 
JAMES WILLIE, 


Notze.—JOHN D. ANDERSON, the other member of the 
commitiee, had left the seat of government on sick leave. 


Joint resolution to provide for the settiemé@ht of the claims 
of E. W. Moore, Post Captain commanding the late navy 
of Texas, on account of cash advances made for the use 
of said navy. 

Whereas, it appears upon a settlement of the claims of 
E. W. Moore, Post Captain commanding the late Teras 
navy, that there is a balance due sud E. W. Moore, of 
$11,998 56}, from the late Republic of Texas, on account 
of cash advances made by him for the use of the navy 
thereof. 7 

Sec. L. Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, That the said accounts and vouchera of said E. W. 
Moore, tog- ther with the report of the comptroller thereon, 
be deposited in the cumptroller’s ofice; and that the claim 
of said Moore tor said sum of $11,398 36} shat) be as valid 
and shall have the same foree and effect as if the same had 
been audited and settled by the proper accounting officer 
of the late Republic of Texas. 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That this joint resolution 
vet froin and after its passage. 

Joint resoiution for me relief of persons who furnished sup- 
plics on the credit of Post Captain E. W. Moore for the 
use of the navy of the late Republic of Texas, while com- 
manded by said Post Captain E. W. Moore. 

Whereas, it appears that various supplies were furnished 

different individuals for the use of the navy of the late 

blie of Texas on the eredit of Post Captain E. W. 

„amounting to $15,202 06, the accounts and vouchers 

for which are on file among the archives of the nuditorial 
apartment ; therefore, 

ae Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State®f 
| Texas, That said accounts aud vouchers, together with the 
report of the Comptroller in relation to the same, shall be 
deposited in the office of the Comptroller of public accounts, 
and when so deposited shall be as valid and have the same 
ree and effectin favor of each claimant who furnished 
ne same had becu audited and settled by 
ne proper accounting officers of the late Republie of Texas; 
rovided that said amount shall net exceed the sum of 
ve specified ; and further provided, that said 
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Claimants stiallirelease said E, W. Moore froin any lability 
or account of the claims-above:referred to.: - i 
SEO Q Be it: farther resolved; That this joint resolution 
“take effect from/and afterits passage. =- : 
Report of Senat 
, ; ; Commrrrer : 
Hon, J. Ac GRIER, President of the Senate. : 

The select committee to whom was ‘refefred the joint 
resolution for the. settlement of ‘the accounts: of E. W. 
Mooté; Post‘Captain commanding the late navy of Texas, 
(and'a joint resolution for the relief of persons who fur- 
nished'supplies for the Jate- navy of Texas,) have ‘had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to ‘report that, in 
conformity with: a joint resolution‘of ‘the ‘last Legislature, 
the comptroller: was‘ required-to'settle the. accounts of 
E. W. Moore, Post Captain, and report his’ action to this 
Legislature ‘for their final ratification.” : P 

Theiaccounts and: vouchers have been examined and 

_Methodically-arranged: by the Comptroller; and have been 
subjected toa rigid scrutiny by'a’ comniittee of the House 
of Representatives, whose report accompanies the resolu- 
tions, ‘The same accounts'and vouchers have likewise been 
examined by your committee, and they deem it proper to 
state thatithe resolutions propose a simple acknowledgment 
of the élaims presented, requiring no appropriation of land 
or money, and if adopted, place the claims among the out- 
atanding liabilities of Texas. vie 

‘As an act of justice to those who have heretofore gallantly 
sustained the honor of the late Republic through her naval 
arm, ‘your committee recommend the resolutions to the 
favorable consideration’of the Senate: - 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Pe "R. M. WILLIAMSON, Chairman. 
PHILIP M. CUNEY, 
A. M, PHILLIPS, 
JESSE GRIMES, 
HENRY J. JEWETT. 

Nove.—Both joint resolutions passéd and were approved 

by the Governor, January 24, 1848. ` : ' 


It is said, however, that he is a defaulter to this 
Government. Now, allow me to call your atten- 
tion to a very short note from the Solicitor of the 
Treasury: 


e Committee. 
Room, January 14, 1848, 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, i 
SOLIGITOR’S Orrice, January 18, 1851. 


United States vs, Edwin : 
W. Moore, Jate*Lt. in } Suit docketed to recover $906,11. 


United States Navy, 

The clerk of the circuit court of the District of Colum- 
bia, for the county of Washington, on the 20th of Decem- 
ber, 1850, reports to thia office that this case is settled by 
order of the district attorney. 

J.C. CLARK, Solicitor. 

Here, then, is the receipt of your proper officer, 
dated in 1851, showing that the account had been 
settled. >'i have no'wish to go into the details as 
to the charges of murder, treason, peculation, and 
defaleation. There can be no necessity for going 
into those details. Here are all the resolutions of 
the committee of investigation. Here is the in- 
gorsement of the Legislature. of Texas, of three 

ifferent Legislatures, and by an unanimous vote, 
declaring that it was their intention, when they 
annexed themselves to the United States, that the 
officers. should go with the Texan navy. Now, I 
put it to every Senator here, is not the action of 
the Texan Legislatures entitled to some consider- 
ation? Ought not gentlemen to ponder before 
they make up their minds to turn these men out 
Into the world, without any protection, without 
any guarantees, without any means of support 
unless by devoting their attention to some other 
profession, of which they know nothing, when 
no wrong is done to them, when no man in the 
Navy. is superseded, but. when eight men are 
simply added to the American Navy? 

I repeat, Mr. President, the question is, whether 
these officers are worthy of association with the 
American Navy? I have upon my table resolu- 
tions which were passed by the people of Texas, 
before the return of this little squadron from their 
cruise on the ocean, at different points of the 
State, at different times and places, all of the most 
eulogistic and approving character, a few only 
of which I will here quote. 

At a large and general meeting of the citizens 
of Galveston, pursuant to public notice, held at 
Shaw’s:Hotel, May 20th,.1843, his Honor John 
M. Allen, Mayor of the city, was called to the 
chair.“ 


-The following preamble and resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 


«£ Whereas, in all time, and i ivili 
9 e, and in every civilized country. 
it hasbeen deemed alike the duty, the pleasure, and the 
pride of communities of freemen to distinguish, by every 
proper demonstration of esteem and regard, those who 
mave pi nna selven by acts of heroic patriotism 
e i , safety, and honor of thei 3 ii 
fore is by ti wae ‘ioe, heir country; where: 
esolved, That the late chivalrous conduct. S 
reckless sel-devotion of Commodore E. W, orana e 
brave officers and men under his command on the coast of 
Yucatan, in a conflict with a greatly superior naval forge of 


Mexico ; while it is calculated to elevate.our national char- 


acter abroad, has justly entitled him and them to the fullest 


measure of their country’s gratitude. 

“Resolved; That the probable results of the late gallant 
actions and spirited bearing of our little navy may be justly 
helgas of scarcely less importance to the national weal and 
Independence, than the victory of San Jacinto in 1836, and 
consequently, that in our opinion Colonel James Morgan, 
by giving his previonsly avowed sanction to the naval expe- 
dition by the way of Yucatan, has acted nobly for his coun- 
try, honorably for himself, justly towards a brave and mere- 
torious officer; and, in fine, insuch a way as to secure for 
himself the deep and lasting gratitude of his country.” 


Ata meeting of the ladies of Galveston, May 
24, 1845, the following preamble and resolutions 
were unanimously adopted: 

+ Although we feel it does not become us to meddie, in 
any manner, in-public affairs, yielding to the ‘4 lords of 
creation” the right to applaud or censure the wisdom or 
folly of political management, we yet claim it as our pecu- 
liar prerogative to bestow thanks and applause on the gal- 
lant and brave, and upon an occasion like the present, 
cannot withhold the expression of our gratitude from. those 
who have protected our homes from the incursions ofa 
cruel and barbarous enemy, and relieved us from the fears 
and anxieties by which we were constantly harassed. 
During the absenceand inactivity of our gallant little navy, 
we have felt the deepest solicitude for our homes and chil- 
dren. From that we have been most happily relieved by 
the late well-timed movement of Commodore Moore and 


‘our esteemed citizen, Colonel Morgan. The bravery and 


gallantry of the Commodore, his officers and men, and the 
wise and prompt action of Colonel Morgan in sanctioning 
the sailing of the two vessels to the coast of Yucatan, deserve 
and have our deepest and most lasting gratitude. There- 
fore 

“ Resolved, That we tender the cordial expression of our 
gratitude and admiration to Commodore Moore, his officers 
and men, for their efforts in behalf of their country at a 
most critical period in its affairs. : 

t Resolved, That we tender a like expression of feeling 
to Colonel James Morgan, who èo nobly and patriotically 
risked his reputation and life in his country’s cause. 

<é Resolved, That we will furnish, at the earliest opportu- 
nity, a badge for Commodore Moore and each of his offi- 
cers, which we will request them to accept as an evidence 
of our gratitude and high esteem for their valor and patriot- 
ism. 

Resolved, That the secretary send a copy of these reso- 
lutions to Commodore Moore, Captain Lothrop, and Colo- 
nel Morgan.”? 


The citizens of the county of Matagorda, pur- 
suant to a public call, held a meeting in the town 
of Matagorda, June 10, 1843, at which a series of 
resolutions were unanimously adopted, the sixth 
of which is the following: . 

st Resolved, That to Commodore Edwin W. Moore, for his 
daring gailantry, the country owes a debt of lasting grati- 
tude and honor; ‘that we tender him the thanks due toa 
soldier without fear, and a man without reproach, whose 
achievements have already adorned the annals of his coun- 
try. Let his fate be what it may, a splendid victory or an 
utter wreck, his honor is safe, and his destiny is glorious. 
Long may he live to wear the laurels he has so nobly 
won”? : 

We have not only the assemblages of the people 
at which they indorsed the patriotic services of 
these men, but we have other. and higher testi- 
mony. I hold in my hand a book which I think 
is entitled to consideration, written by an officer 
of the American Navy, Lieutenant Semmes; its 
title is ‘‘ Service Afloat and?Ashore.’? Without 
tresspassing on the time of the Senate to read it, 
(but which 1 will publish in my remarks,) I will 
only say that he declares the whole conduct of 
Commodore Moore and his little band, through- 
out the whole of that great struggle for the rights 
of man, was worthy of the proudest days of chiv- 
alry; and he says that, next to the hero of San 
Jacinto, E. W. Moore is entitled to more credit for 
the liberties of the Republic of Texas, than any 
man who lives. More than that, he teaches a 
lesson to his brothers in the American Navy which 
it would do good if each of them could hear, and 
feel, and appreciate. He says, ae far from 
opposing the incorporation of this little band into 
the Navy of the United States, his proud heart, as 
an American sailor, as a man devoted to his coun- 
try, beats with longing, anxious expectation, for 
the hour to come when justice shall be done to 
this little patriotic band, who sacrificed all but their 
honors and their lives to vindicate their country, 
and to add undying honor to their names. 

Extracts from Lieutenant Semmes’s Book. 


“A revolutionary, or a government de facto, must give 
to itself a reasonable degree of firmness and stability, be- 


fore it can be recognized. This Texas effectually did, in | 


the course of the next few years. She not only made good 
a defensive position ; she did more : she built and equipped 
a fleet, and giving her ‘lone star’ proudly to the breeze, 
under the guidance. of the gallant Commodore Moore, 
drove her enemy’s cruisers from the sea, and shut up his 
ports. u te * a 

<t The distrigt of country between San Luis Potosi and 
Saltillo, a march of five or six days, is an arid desert, not 
even affording water,in many places, to the parched and 
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travel-worn soldier. It was almost a physical impossibil- 
ity, therefore, for Mexico to carry on a war ofany duration 
against Texas, by land. But whatif the sea had been open 
to her? The result might have been very different, and 


-the United States, instead of being the giant empire she is, 


‘might still be circumscribed, on the south and west, by 
the Sabine, content to delay her great march of progress 
many years yg. History will bear me out, when I affirm, 
that next to General Houston, the hero of San Jacinto, 
Texas owes more to Commodore Moore than to any other 
man who has figured in tife drama of her revolution, With 
an energy and ability possessed by but few mën, he took 
hold of the discordant materials which Texas was cotlect= 
ing for thé formation of a navy, (a work, generally, of time 
and much patient toil,) reduced them. te system and or- 
der, and presented to the world the spectacle of a well 
organized marine, bearing the flag of a Republic not four 
years old! > : 

“In 1840, when President Santa Anna declared the 
coast of the rebellious Republic in a state of bloekade, the 
gallant Texan commogore put to sea, and not only pre- 
vented the enémy tror®attempting to enforce his blockade, 
but proceeded off his principal port, (Vera Cruz,) and 
blockaded him instead. Tbe whole Mexican coast was 
sequred by his little squadron, consisting of a sloop of war, 
a amer, and three or four schooners, and several cap- 
tures were made. He not only Kept the coast in a state of 
constant alarm, but proceeded up the river Tobasco, cap- 
tured the town of that name, which hè retained possession 
of for three weeks, and levied a contribution on the peo- 
ple, which enabled him to support his squadron for nearly 
a year, without drawing a dollar from the public treasury ! 
Subsequently he entered into a league with Yucatan, which 
gave much alarm and concern to Mexico, and from which, 
among other advantages, resulted the no inconsiderable 
one, of his being able, still further, to support his squadron, 
without expense to his then impoverished country. He 
engaged and beat off the enemy’s squadron (consisting of 
two heavy steamers and other vessels) of much superior 
force; and, in short, by his gallantry, energy, and judg- 
ment, caused Mexico, in the language of Mr. Webster, to 
abstain, ‘during all this time, from any new attempt to es- 
tablish her authority in this Territory.’ j 

“The reader will pardon me, if I pause to make a re- 
mark here, not strictly relevant’ to my subject. This gat- 
lant officer, to whom Texas owes so much, was shame- 
fully neglected in the treaty of annexation. He had been 
bred in the naval service of the United States, and should 
have been. returned to this service, as the least reward that 
could have been bestowed upon him, for tlie gallant and 
able services he had rendered. He bad been involved in 
some difficulties, it is true, with the authorities of Texas, 
but it is precisely through those difficulties, that [ see him 
in the most enviable light. He bore himself through the 
whole of them as a high-minded, honorable officer, who not 
only had the interest of his country at heart, but understood 
it, and served it, much better than those who differed with 
him in opinion. He maintained a discipline in his squad- 
ron, Which none but a man of firmness and courage could 
have maintained, and caused the flag of Texas not only to 
be feared by its enemies, but respected by neutrals. , 

“ Tris to be hoped that our own Government will speedily 
make amends to this gallant mau for the neglect with which 
he has been treated by Texas.. Now that Texas is a por- 
tion of our territory, any services which may have been 
rendered to her, have, in fact, been rendered to us. It has 
been objected that Commodore Moore abandoned his own 
service to enter that of a foreign State; and that this 
should prevent him from returning. How shallow must be 
the reasoning founded on such an objection! This is, on 
the contrary, one of the strongest arguments Why he should 
come back, since, instead of being a drone, content to grow 
fat, and idle away his existence in the Jap of peace, it shows 
him to have been a man of boidness and enterprise, worthy 
of the profession in whieh he had been trained, and a ser- 
vant to be sought after, if the interests of the Government 
are to be considered. In becoming a Texan, he did not 
cease to be an American—the Texans. were all Ameri- 
cans.?? ` 


Sir, I am vindicating the character of Commo- 
dore Moore. Here are the testimonials of his own 
countrymen in public meetings assembled. Here 
are the testimonials of his own Legislature, his 
own Congress, time after time expressed. Here 
is the testimony of an honest officer of the Amer- 
ican Navy. Here are other testimonials, to which 
I might refer; but I come to one higher than all, 
and above all, and which eclipses all. I come to 
an authority which none will dispute, and none 
gainsay. I will read the testimony of the distin- 
guished, honored, and illustrious hero of San Ja- 
cinto—the Senator from Texas, [Mr. Housron,]— 
and he will pardon me while I read it: 

“ Some of the most gallant commanders of thé American 
Navy, who had distinguished themselves, and added lustre 
to the character of the country during the last war, had 
been taken from our commercial marine, and had, ofcourse, 
been without any previous training in maritime war, and 
yet they sustained the honor ot the American flag as 
proudly and as gallantly on the briny surge as could have 
been done after the most assiduous preparation. He trusted 
American officers ever would do so; and he was prepared 
to pledge himself that those of Texas never would disgrace 
that beloved star-spangled banner which throws its folds to 
the wind in every sea. If any of them, owing to sickness 
or any other Providential intervention, had been prevented 
from that personal experience which they might have ob- 
tained in active service; and if others, following the bent 
of an ardent temperament, and weary of the inactivity of 
peace, had voluntarily engaged in the service of a foreign 
friendly power, was it to be made an objection against their 
being admitted to a place and a command in the American 
Navy? As well might objection be. made to those who 
resisted the invasion of the Texan soil, and achieved and 
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maintained the independence of the Texan Republic, that 
they were not graduated at West Point. As well might 
Texan citizens be excluded from seats in the two Houses of 
Congress because they had not received a collegiate educa- 
tion, nor enjoyed the same facilities with others of consult- 
ing libraries, and becoming familiar with the classics. If 
a doctrine like this was to be established, Texas might not 
be fully represented in either House of Congress. Butit 
was not by such a test that the merits of this bill were to 
tried.” *~ * * k * * 


“Some of her officers had devoted themselves for years | 


to naval pursuits alone, and had. thereby been cut off from 
all other avocations. Nor could they, in point of morals, 
demeanor, or honorable conduct, disgrace American officers 
as associates. They were themselves Americans; their 
origin was the same ; their political and moral training the 
same; nor would they disappoint the just expectations of 
those with whom they were to be connected.?? 


After this I need say no more on this point.’ 


But, let me refer again, very briefly, to the points 
involved in the amendment of the Senator from 
Texas, [Mr. Rusx.] 1 think we are bound by 
every consideration of justice, and equity, and 
magnanimity, to incorporate these men into the 
American Navy. It doesno wrong to any man; 
it does no injustice to any man; it postpones no 
man. The question is, are they worthy of this 
association? [leave you, sir—I leave the Senate— 
“and I leave the world, to judge from the records 
of the country whether they are worthy or not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, { know the 
importance of time at this period of the session, 
and I regret that I shall have to limit myself to 
some four or five minutes; but, sir, I understand 
that the honorable Senator from Tennessee has 
read from a speech of mine on this subject, and a 
few remarks explanatory of thatmay be necessary 
for me. I was out atthe moment, and did not hear 
it; but I understand that he has read it. When 
that speech was made, it was a distinct under- 
standing between my’ colleague and myself that 1 
should vote for the Texas navy bill, because there 
were meritorious officers not only impliedly, but 
directly interested in the result of it. He was to 
speak on the occasion; but he was very much in- 
disposed when the day arrived, and was too unwell 
to attend. the Senate. In consequence of his ab- 
sence I ‘delivered the speech in support of the bill. 
If the Senator will refer to that speech, he will 
perceive that I spoke of those of the Texas navy 
who were in serviceat the time of the annexation. 
Some two or three years previous to the annexa- 
tion, I think, Commodore Moore was dishonor- 
ably discharged from the service of Texas, for 
flagrant offenses, and none of the remarks made 
in the speech applied to his case. 

Sir, the Senator has spoken of the resolutions 
of the Texas Legislature. We know how easy 
it is to get resolutions passed in a Legislature 
adverse to the Executive, particularly when they 
goto impugn his acts. It is very easy to get such 
things upon ex parte representations. There were 
gentlemen who emigrated to Texas after the tur- 
moils of the revolution, and they were unprepared 
to investigate these matters, and would of course 
adopt any resolution, or sign any recommenda- 
tion, that was handed to them. They had no dis- 
position to investigate the matters, and I do not 


think, therefore, that the resolutions to which the | 


Senator has referred, help the case at alt. 
The Senator also referred to the finding of the 
court-martial in the case of Commodore Moore. 


He admits that it is conclusive on the subject of | 


disobedience of orders; but he asks who does not 
disobey orders? I have no doubt Commodore 
Moore thought it was a perfectly immaterial mat- 
ter. He was sworn to obey orders, but he did 
not choose to do it.- His obligation was of very 
light import, and seemed to have no moral or bind- 
ing force upon him. But, sir, that offense of dis- 
obedience of orders embraced, piracy, murder, and 
treason, allat once. Yes, sir, that act of disobe- 
dience of orders, with one fell swoop, embraced 
the whole catalogue of criminalities charged upon 
him. Did he not disobey the order by which he 
was directed to sail to Galveston? He disobeyed 
four successive orders. He was suspended from 
command. He was ordered into arrest. Two 
commissioners were sent, with a proclamation, de- 
nouncing him as a pirate, if he dared to sail with 
the flag of Texas upon the high seas; and in the 
face of this he ordered a court-martial, and by it 
men were tried and executed. Could he rightly 
do it under such circumstances? No,sir. When 
homicide is perpetrated, except by the sanction of 
the law, and by the hand of the proper appointee, 
itis murder. It may not always be murder tech- 
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nically, but itis murder morally. Thushe stands 
before the world. : SA 

-We are told, further, that-he threw his private 
fortune into the scale for Texas. What was it. 

_A mere pittance. _To be sure, there had been a 
defalcation here of a few hundred dollars. Where 
did he take his private fortune? When he was a 
delinquent to. this country, did he munificently 
bestow it upon Texas? Sir, he was the recipient 
of all that was stipulated in the contract with 
Yucatan. He received all the money, and dis- 
bursed it himself. He might have called it his 
private fortune, for he was the proprietor of the 
navy from 1839 to 1842, when he was dishonor- 
ably discharged from the service; but I deny that 
heperformed a day’s service under the orders of the 
Government of Texas, for Texan defense or the 
vindication of Texan honor. The President of 
Texas, in 1840, entered into a compact with 
Yucatan, and subsidized the navy, and sent this 
commodore with it, and he remained until some 
time in 1842,-at sea, not fighting the battles of 
Texas, but fighting in a rebellion between a re- 
volting State, and the Federal Government of 
Mexico. After he came back, he ran away with 
the navy again, and returned to his old haunts; 
but he never struck a blow for Texas, for her 
liberty, or for her honor, and not one day did he 
sail to protect her ports; but during two succes- 
sive invasions of the enemy}, he was either at 
Yucatan or in the port of New Orleans. Of seven 
very fine vessels, he brought back the Austin and 
the Wharton, with a wounded man on each, as he 
said. ‘These are the great trophies of his vic- 
tories; this the proud history of his triumphs, 
with the exception of dodging the sixty-two pound 
shot. He did that, and for that reason alone, I 
suppose, he is entitled to honorable association 
with the officers of the American Navy. That 
should give him an admiral’s position, because 
none of them, from Paul Jones down to the last 
gallant tar who stood upon an American deck, 
ever had the dexterity to dodge a sixty-two pound 
shot. 

But, sir, there are men in the Texas navy who 
have merit; there are men connected with that 
navy who discharged their duty to the last, and 
showed no disloyalty to the Government, and for 
them I should be willing to provide. 

Sir, it was an easy matter to go to the Legisla- 
ture at any time, and get through resolutions, It 
was easy to confederate with the court which was 
ordered, not in accordance with the law. It was 
a matter of grace with the Executive, to say that 
a court-martial might be assembled, because that 
was an ex post facto proceeding. The law had 
been, that no officer could be tried but by his 
peers; there was but one commodore; and there- 
fore it was alleged no trial could take place; but 
he was to roam the pirate of the world, I suppose, 
without any reprehension, or liability to removal. 
The President of Texas, in his case, exercised an 
inherent right, which resides somewhere. There 
is a remedy to correct vast evils and crimes that 
are glaring. The President took it upon him- 
self to rebuke this man in a proper manner, and 
to exercise the power which, it appeared upon 
the face of the commission, he was authorized to 
exercise; for every officer holds his commission 
during the pleasure of the President. It was so 
in General Washington’s commission; it is so in 
every commission down to the present time. It 
was so solemnly adjudicated in a case decided 
thirty years ago. When Commodore Porter was 
upon trial, it was decided that the President had 
the right to dismiss him, without the intervention 
ofa court. Mr. Adams laid it down as a correct 
principle, and it was acquiesced in by Congress, 
that it was a right appurtenant to the President. 
If it were not, what would be the consequence? 
If an individual who was the general-in-chief, 
were to invite an enemy into your camp, or at- 
tempt to betray the nation, would not the head of 
the Government have the right to arrest him, 
though it might have been arranged improvidently 
that he could only be tried by his peers? 

Sir, it is a very strange and remarkable thing, 
that the sympathies of Texas should be so much 
enlisted in behalf of this individual, who has tra- 
duced and denounced for years to Senators the 
person who is now addressing you. Itis stranger 
still, that notwithstanding all his efforts to shield 


his immaculate honor, his redoubtable courage, 
| and his “dodging ” faculties, he should find that 


. from the time it became 


the imputation of having received any 


has been indorsed by-the almost unanimous.voice 
of Texas, by three successive senatorial elections, 


the person whom he has assailed continuously, 


qveroment 
3 a State ani, his third 
election, and never wrote a letter to:a member of 
the Legislature upon the subject of the ‘election, 
and one who intends, if he lives, tọ restore to them 
the office which he holds, not grudgingly, butto 
return it to them unspent, with the time unex- 
hausted. i ; ee 
But, sir, I will not descend to the petty inci- 
dents connected with the transactions of this indi- 
vidual. All I wish is to vindicate Texas against 
impute ’ men’s 
services without making compensation. : Sir, she 
has had no contributions of valor, of blood, or of 
chivalry, which she has not rewarded amply and 
munificently. Some of them. who claim to have 
rendered her great benefits are like the one I spoke 
of the other day, and like the one who is nowthe 
subject of remark. They say they conferred 
benefits on Texas, when the fact is that they 
never met an enemy in the cause of Texas, and 
never raised an arm to defend her honor. or her 
flag under the orders of the Government of Texas. 
If they have been fillibusters on other nations, I 
care not for them. 1 will vindicate Texas to the 
jast. She has enough sons whoare worthy of such 
a mother, and who may well wear her honors; 
but I will have no bastard to come in and claim 
their birthright. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was here received from the House 
of Repr€sentatives, by Mr. McK xan, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the House had agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses, on the bill 
authorizing the extension of the Alexandria and 
Washington railroad into the District of Colum- 
bia, and conferring certain privileges on the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad Company, _ . 

Also, that they had passed a bill to’ repe tthe 
act entitled “An act to aid the Territory of Minne- 
sota in the construction of a railroad ‘therein,’? 
i which they requested the concurrence of the 

enate. 


ALEXANDRIA AND WASHINGTON RAILROAD. 


Mr. BRIGHT, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the part of the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill ‘‘authoriz- 
ing the extension of the Alexandria and Wash- 


although he never visited the seat of 


ington railroad into the District of Columbia, ` 


and conferring certain privileges on the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company,” reported that they 
had had the subject under consideration, and 
recommend that the Senate recede from its dis- 
agreement to the amendments of the House, and 
that the said bill, as it passed the House, be 
adopted, with the following proviso to the.second 
section, which conferred on the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company the right to run a branch 
road on the eastern side of the Potomac to a point 
opposite Alexandria: 

Provided, however, That this section shall remain ‘sus- 
pended for two years from the first day of January, 1855, 
and if, atthe end of that time, the Alexandria and Wash- 
ington Railroad Company shall not have completed à rail- 
road to Alexandria, and have thè same in good Tunning 
order, in pursuance of the requirements of the preceding 
sections of this.act, then the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company shall have the privilege of extending their road 
by either of the routes authorized by this act: And provided 
further, That if Said Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
pany shall not have executed so much of the provisions of 
this act as relates to their company by the first day of Jan- 
uary, 1859, then this act shall be void. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the above 
report; and they concurred therein, and resolved 


that the bill be so amended. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the naval appropri- 
ation bill, the question being on Mr. Rusx’s 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There are but one 
or, two points on which I desire to reply to the 
Senator from Texas. Itake him, first, at his con- 
cluding remark. THe says he is ready to vindicate 
the honor andthe character of Texas. Why, sir, 
he need not have advertised that. His whole his- 
tory illustrates it; but while he is attempting to 
vindicate that nationality, and that honor, and 
that glory, and that chivalry, I ask him to pause 
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“and ‘consider whether he is not striking a fatal 
“blow at‘some of hér most gloriqus achievements. 
Jetis true, sir; that the gallant conduct of thiscom- 
-modore may not have equaled the grandeur and 
the splendor of Sicinius; it is true that he may not 
“have had’his untold fleets in his wake; but T am 
< prepared to say’that for deeds of gallantry, and 
““pobleness, and daring, by the witness'of the hon- 
orable Senator himself, he stands vindicated before 
the world.’ Ifa man’s deeds are to be counted by 
the paraphernalia’ of war, what becomes of the 
-glories of San Jacinto? In its troops, its serried 
~ ranks; and its scores of cannon, how does it com- 
“pare inal! the splehdor, in all the paraphernalia of 

< war, with Lodi, or Austerlitz, or some of those 
omagnificent achievements?. Why will the honor- 
‘sable Senator lessen his own achievements by de- 
preciating those of others? He says he wants to 
“vindicate the honor and glory of Texas; but he is 
determined there shall no bastards reap of that 
“glory. If this man be a bastard, who is not a 
-pastard of Texas? Is not my honorable friend 
“who sits near me, whose every breath that he has 
breathed, has been for the honor and glory of his 
~> country, a bastard in that sense? While he was 
exposing his bosom to the shafts of the enemy, 

: and lying unprotected on the cold ground to vin- 
dicate the honor of that country, he was a poor 
miserable bastard! And where is the honorable 
Senator himself? Does he claim to be a native of 
“Tegas? And if Moore be'a bastard is not the 
Senator a bastard? They fought under the same 
flag for the same.rights and the same honor, and 
exposed their lives in the game cause. If one is a 
bastard, so is the other, , 2 
But, Mr. President, if any man has been 
wronged, whois the wrong-doer? Has not Texas, 

, that same glorious State, whose honor is now to 
be vindicated in every form and shape known to 


“That the second, third’ | 
fourth, and fifth specificay | 
tions under third charge, are | 
sustained; and that the first | 
‘and sixth specifications un- | 
der same charge are not sus- 
tained. 

‘That the five specifications 
under fourth charge are not 
sustained. i 


Charge 3. Disobedience of 
orders—six specifications. 


Charge 4. Contempt and 
defiance of the laws and au- 
thority of the country—five 


tained. 

‘That the sixth charge and 
specification are nol sus- 
tained. -` 

he court therefore pro- 
nounce it as their opinion, | 
that the accused is guilty of 
disobedience of orders in 
manner and form as set forth 
in specifications second, 
third, fourth, and fifih, in 
charge third. 

SIDNEY SHERMAN, 


Charge 6. Murder~--one 
specification. 


Nore.—The report of the joint naval committee will 
show that the orders included in the four specifications of 
third charge, were in part conditional, and the others Com- 


the receipt of them. 


cept four specifications of the six under that of dis- 
‘obedience of orders. They acquit of this charge 
of murder. Now, if he wasa murderer, and he 
had not voluntarily came forward the honorable 
Senator admits he could not have been tried; 
but he came forward, asked to be tried, and a 
court-martial was appointed. He was tried on 
the charge of murder and was acquitted; and now, 


in the name of liberality, I ask that honorable Sen- 
ator if it is not time to cease to prefer the charge of 
murder? He is tried by a court-martial; he is 


|i now, 


specifications. : i 
Charge 5. Treason—one That the fifth charge and | 
specification. specification are not sus- 


Major-General, President. | 


modore Moore could not carry out; and so reported upon ; 


They acquit him of each and every"charge ex- | 


in the name of reason, in the name of humanity, į 


asked me if 1 knew the contents of it; I said yes, I have a 
copy of it. We met again soon after, and you remarked to 
me, ‘yon see the situatioa I am now placed in. -I bave 
been ‘at a vast expense to get these vessels fitted out and 
: ready for sea; you knowin what a situation the vessels are 
I entered into a contract with the Yucatan Govern- 
ment, which E felt myself legally authorized to do, and 
am now suspended from command of the vessels by this 
order. Lf i obey this order and leave the vessels in the port 
of New Orleans, every officer under me will resign. The 
-vessels will be left at the mercy of the sailors, who will be 
sure to mutiny and destroy them—whieh they threatened 
to do once before when F could not pay theim off’ 

“f said to Commodore Moore, the orders the commis- 
sioners have now received, are painful tu me, | assure you. 
! I accepted this commission with a great deal of reluct- 
! ance, but I mean to execute the orders, regardless of conse~ 
| quences. He then asked me if I had a communication for 
i any officer under bis command; T told him ‘F had another 
communication for Captain Lothrop, to take charge of. the 
vessels.” He asked me if I bad detivered it? ItoidhimT had 
| putit under a sealed cover and handed it to Mr. Stephens, 
who was secretary lo the commission, to deliver to aim 5 
|| supposing he was on board the brig under his command, 
ii which was at anchor below the city. 

«i think Commodore Moore then repeated what he said 
to me.before of his peculiar situation, the liability of the 
i| vessels to be destroyed if he left them, the loss the Govern- 
meet might sustain thereby; and remarked to me, ‘if E 
would withdraw the communication to Captain Lothrop, he 
would proceed with the vessels immediately to Galveston, 
| and go with me direct to the President, and endeavor to 
‘| satisfy him that he never intended to do anything wrong 
with the vessels, nor anything that would compromit his 
own honor, or that of his adopted country? I remarked 
to him, ‘now that is precisely what I want done with the 
vessels. If Captain Lothrop has not received and read the 


| ing, the arrangement proposed shall be made, and you shall’ 
continue in command of the vessels until our arrival at 
Galveston.? J then sought Mr. Stephens, to know if he 
had delivered the communication, but did not find him 5 
! but soon after | met with Captain Lothrop, and inquired 
of him if he had received a communication from me, sent 
him by Mr. Stepens; he replied that he had received no 
|| communication from me that he knew of. [then remarked 
to him, ‘ Captain Lothrop, if you do receive a communica- 
į tion from Mr. Stephens under a sealed cover, it is from me, 
and [ would be glad if you would not break the seal, but 


communication I have senthim by Mr. Stephens thiseven- ,,. 


return it to me with the seal unbroken; upon which he 
drew from his pocket the said communication, held it up to 
me, and asked me if that wasit? I told him it was, and 
that it was a communication from the Department of War 


acquitted by the court-martial; should not then | 
the charge be dropped? If you take the veriest | 
villain in your streets, and have him tried by a | 


the rights of man and the law, indorsed and vindi- 
cated the gallantry of this man? Has not the 
_ free, the unbought, the unbuyable feeling of the 


people, proclaimed his gallantry, his patriotism, 
and his devotion to his country; and three times 
in the Congress .of that Republic reaffirmed and 
reindorsed that gallant service? And more than 
that, the very Legislature that sent the honorable 
Senator here, which he speaks of with so much 
~u pride—the Legislature that gave him his commis- 
sion to stand upon this floor—unanimously, with- 
: out one dissenting voice, passed resolations in- 
dorsing the conduct of Commodore Moore, and 
asked the Congress of the United States to incor- 
porate him into our Navy. The very Legisla- 
~oture:-that-elected the honorable Senator passed 
; those‘ resolutions without a dissenting voice; and 
the Senator: himself voted, at the last session, in 
conformity with those resolutions. . 

But, sir, the Senator says, that Commodore 
Moore was dishonorably discharged; and there- 
fore, when he executed the unfortunate men al- 
luded to, that he wasa murderer. Who discharged 
chim? . The President of Texas. Now, I appeal to 
the honorableSenator’s colleague to know, whether 
he had any power to discharge him; whether it 
was not expressly provided for; whether the hon- 
orable Senator did not.admit in his speech, that, 
before any man could be dismissed, he should be 
tried by hia peers? The laws of Texas show that 
the President of that Republic had no power to 
dismiss Commodore Moore. Fle was not tried, 
except upon his own application, and the court- 
martial acquitted him of all the charges. Here I 
have the proceedings of that court-martial. Here 
are the charges and specifications, and here is the 
finding of the court: 


Charges. 
Charge 1. Willful neglect 
of duty—six specifications. 


Finding of Court-Martial, 

The court having fully and 
maturely investigated the 
matter submitted to it, in the 
case of E. W. Moore, post 
eaptain, Texas navy, and 
considered the charges and 
specifications, the evidence 
and defense of the accused, 
proceeded this 2tst day of 
August, 1844, at which time 
the court had been adjourned 
from day to day, to determine 
` the same. And after such 
deliberation, it is of opinion 
that the siz specifications 
under the first charge are not 
Sustained. 

_ That the three specifica- 
ions under second charge 
are not sustained. 


Charge 2. Misapplication 
of- money, embezzlement of 
“public property, and fraud— 
© three specifications, 


jury, if he is acquitted, whether in reality he be 
guilty or innocent, the world says he is innocent. 
I hope, then, the Senator will cease to stand up and 
repeat this charge of murder. 

But, Mr. President, I desire to allude to another 
point. The honorable Senator says that Com- 
modore Moore was guilty of disobedience of 
orders in not going into the 
Now, sir, an act was passed by the Congress of 
Texas, called the secret act, directing the President 
of Texas to appoint two commissioners to go and 
take charge of those vessels. Commissioner Mor- 
ganwent. Moore was then in the port of New 
Orleans. Morgan went on board his vessel there. 
I have his testimony before me, and Í will publish 
what of it is necessary to prove that Commodore 
Moore acted in all things as the commissioner 
wished, and in what they both believed was for 
the most vital.interests of their common country. 
This testimony proves the coolness and gallantry 
of Commodore Moore in battle, against a vastly 
| superior force. It proves that he drove the enemy 
‘| from the blockade of Campeachy. lt proves that 
hecommanded his ship with great skilland ability. 
| It proves that he was retained in command of these 
vessels by the commissioners, they having secret 
orders from the President of Texas to do all things 
necessary for the interest of the country. It proves 
they found no necessity for using the proclamation 
which the President saw fitto publish when Com- 
| modore Moore, under the control of the commis- 
sioners, was in the presence of a greatly superior 
force of a cruel and barbarous enemy; and above 
all, it proves that the commissioner reported to the 
Government, by letter, that “all was right,” and 
that by the timely move of the two vessels, which 
was suggested to Commodore Moore by him, an 
invasion of Texas had been prevented. 


Here is the testimony—it is full and complete: 

“ Question—Did you or did you not hand. me, on or 
about the 3d of April, 1843, the letter from the Department 
. of War and Marine, dated March 21, 1843, as stated in 

specification fifth, of charge third ? 

“< Answer—Yes; I handed you the letter named in the | 
question. 

 Question—Was or was not said letter (dated March 
21, 1843) sealed when you handed it to me? 

£ nswer—tIt was not; there was a seal and stamp of the 
Republic on the envelope, but it was not closed by a seal. 

“* Question—You will please state to the court the purport 
of the conversation which took place between us upon 
your handing me said letter, and after I had read the same? 

«& Answer—Vou looked at it, and observed, ‘the letter. 
was unsealed ;’ I said yes. You remarked ¢ it was strange 
the Department should send a letter in that manner,’ and 


port of Galveston. | 


and Marine; he then remarked that auy communication 
from the Department of War and Marine to him, should 
come through Commodore Moore. No further conversa- 
tion took place between Captain Lothrop and myself. 

“ Soon after, I fell in with Commodore Moore, and re- 
marked to him: ¢ I have got the communication from Cap- 
tain Lothrop, and he had not broken the seal; and the under- 
standing between us nowis, that youcontinue incommand 
of the vessels until we get them into Galvaston, where we 
are to proceed immediately.? Commodore Moore replied: 
£ Yes, I pledge you my honor there shall be no delay, and 
we will go immediately to Galveston.’ T remarked to him, 
“As jt wil] be saving the Government some expense, I will 
take passage with you if you have no objection ;’ to which 
he replied, ‘I should be happy of your company.’ 

“In the morning, as soon as 1 met the other commis- 
sioncr, Mr. Bryan, | made known to him the arrangement 
between Commodore Moore and myself, to know.if it met 
his approbation, at whioh he seemed highly gratified, and 
H concurred fully therein. 

 Question—Was it not agreed upon by us that the pur- 
port of our conversation and agreement should be pat in 
writing? 

“Answer—It was. 

„ * Question—Did I not address the commissioners the 
next day after the letter from the Depariment of War and 
Marine, dated March 21, 1843, was handed to me? 

i] “Answer—Yes, you did. ` 

as Question—Did you or did you not eommunieate to 
ji the Government the tenor and purport of your acts, andthe 
: arrangement agreed upon between us, after you had re- 
eeived the Jetter from the Department of Warand Marine 
for me, dated March 21, 1843, which you handed me, as 
you have already stated? 

& Answer—We did. 

“c Question—-Did you at any time show me any part of 
your instructions as commissioner ? 
i “ Answer—Nos because the commissioners were or- 
dered to keep their instructions secret. ; 

tí Question—You wiil please state to the court, under 
what circumstances, and where the proclamation of Presi- 
dent Rovuston, dated March 23, 1843, was shown to me, as 
stated in specification four of charge four? 

“ Answer—Atter Commodore Moore and myself had 
made the compromise and entered into the agreement be- 
fore stated, about proceeding direct to Galveston with the 


i; vessels, a day or two after that, I remarked to Commodore 


Moore, ‘i feel particularly gratified that. matters have 
taken the turn between us that they have, for if you had 
been obstinate or disposed to act incorreetly in any way 
with the vessels, I had a paper that would have controlled 
you.’ He smiled, and asked me what it was? I told him if. 
he would come to my room at any time, I would show it to 
i him. The next day after this conversation, he called at my 
room and asked me to let him see the paper I spoke of. I 
told himit was a proclamation from President Houston, 
which I handed to him and he read it, at which he made 
an exclamation after reading it of ‘Good God! did the 
President think T was going to run away with the vessels or 
turn pirate ?? or something to that effect. It was under- 
stood that what transpired in the room at that time, with 
regard to the proclamation, was strictly confidential. 

*« Question—-¥ ou. will please state the reasons why. the 
proclamation of President Houston was not published be- 
fore we sailed from New Orleans? 
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<e Answer—Because the commissioners considered there 
was no necessity for it. 

“ Question—You will please state to the court the rea- 
sons of our route being changéd after our arrival at the 
mouth of the Mississippi, and all the circumstances con- 
nected with the same? 

“ Answer—The - next morning after we arrived at the 
Balize and came to anchor, there came on board the Aus- 
tin the captains of. two vessels, and a passenger, who 


stated that their vessels were just from Campeachy—the last | 


vessel three.days and ten hours, On inquiry we Jearnéd 
from the captain and passenger of the last arrival, that the 
Yucatacoes and Mexicans were abont settling their difficul- 
ties; that General Ampudia had ceased to bombard the 
town ; that the Governor and authorities of Campeachy, and 
General Ampudia, were having almost daily interviews, 
and that it was their intention to unite against Texas; that 
the division of troops under Generals Barragan and Lemos 
that went to attack Merida had failed in their enterprise, 
were defeated, and had capitulated, and by an arrangement 
agreed upon, the ffoops were to leave therein twenty days; 
that General Ampudia had sent the steamer Montezuma 
to Telchac to take the troops on board to bring them up to 
Campeachy ; and that it seemed to be well understood at 
Campeachy that Ampudia was concentrating all the forces 
he had in Yucatau for the purpose of proceeding forthwith 
to Galveston; and it was believed that ise was urging the 
Yucatacoes daily to join him, inasmuch as Commodore 
Moore had disappointed and deceived them in the aid prom- 
ised with the vessels under his command, and that it was 
the belief of Governor Mendez, of Yucatan, with many 
others at Campeachy, that Commodore Moore had been 
bribed by the Mexican Government not to, furnish the aid 
he had stipulated to do, and that many of the Yucatacoes 
were getting quite exasperated at Commodore Moore’s 
supposed treachery. 

. . “fthen made particular inquiry of the gentlemen who 
furnished this information, of the situation of their steam: 
ers, their force, and their other vessels of war, and they 
corroborated the statements I had had before of them—that 
their steamers were badly manned, their chief dependence 
being upon Englishmen they had on board, who wers rep- 
resented in a state of insubordination ; ard it was believed 
that our two vessels could whip their whole fleet, if we 
should fall in with them. 'The steamer Montezuma was at 
Telchac alone, one hundred and fifty miles to windward of 
Campeachy, waiting for the troops of Barragan and Lemos ; 
and if our two vessels were to proceed to Tclehac, we would 
find her there alone, and might easily capture her, by which 
means the balance of the Mexican fleet would fall into our 
hands. The passage to Telchac from Balize might con- 
sume about four days, and as there was no doubt of our 
finding her there alone, as it would be impossible for the 
troops that capitulated near Merida to reach the coast and 
embark before we could get there; and as from the informa- 
tion I had received in New Orleans about the intention of 
the Mexicans to make an attack upon Galveston in the 
spring, so fully confirmed by the information received at 
the Balize; and from what General Houston had assured 
me in the winter, during the session of Congress, ‘ that 
there was to be a formidable invasion of the country; thatit 
was gone, and outofhis power to save it; that it would cease 
to be a Republic in six months !’—all these circumstances 
taken together, with information so fully confirmed, that 
the enemy intended to make a descent upon the coast, I was 
induced to hazard the responsibility by suggesting to Com- 
modore Moore to take Telchac and the coast of Yucatan in 
our way to Galveston, ¢ to save the Republic,’ if I could. 

t Question—Were you, or were you not fully satisfied 
that l would have proceeded direct to Galveston from the 
Balize but for your having expressed to me, as stated by 
you in reply to the last question, the wish or suggestiun that 
we should take the coast of Yucatan on our way to Gal- 
veston ? 

“ Answer—Yes; I feel assured that Commodore Moore 
had not the least intention of going anywhere but to Gal- 
veston, when I suggested it to him. 

“ Question—-What was the condition and state of dis- 
cipline of the Austin during the time that you were on board 
of ber? 

«c Answer—A more perfect state of discipline than was 
on board-of that vessel is beyond my comprebension. 

“ Question—At or about what dates did you go on board 
the Austin, and leave her? 

« Answer— The evening of the 15th April, 1843, T went 
on board in the Mississippi. 
1843, in Galveston. 

te Question—You will please state to the court my con- 
duct while in sight of the enemy; my efforts to engage 
them, and my conduct while in battle? 

« Jnswer—Commodore Moore was cool and collected 
when we hove in sight of the enemy, and the enemy were 
hearing down upon us; ‘at the same time appearing ex- 
tremely gratified that there was an opportunity of closing 
with the enemy.’ While closing with the enemy, as they 
were bearing down upon us, he ordered his men to keep 
cool and be deliberate, and take care not to waste their 
ammunition, and not to fire unless they felt pretty sure 
their shots would tell. The enemy commenced firing some 
twenty or thirty minutes, L think, before the Commodore 
suffered a gun to be fired; then he observed to the first 
lieutenant, (for I was standing close by him,) ‘ they don’t 
intend to Jet us get any nearer to them ; they are paddling 
off stern foremost, faster than we can come up te them ; 
keep her away a little, so our broadside can bear, and, d—n 
them, give itto them !? and then the action became gen- 
eral between the Austin and Wharton, against the two 
steamers, the two brigs, and two schooners, all firing into 
us atonce. 

“ During the whole of the engagement the Commodore 
kept cool and collected, and managed his ship with great 
skill, as I thought; the enemy finally ran off without the 
reach of our guns, it became perfectly calm, and the action 
ceased. 

“While we remained at Campeachy, after coming to 
anchor, Commodore Moore’s efforts to engage the evemy 
were unceasing; which he never could effect until the 16th 
of May. Soon after daylight, on the morning of the 16th, 


I left her on the 15th July, | 


I discovered, from the hotel where I boarded, on shore, the 
ship Austin and brig Wharton under way, standing out of 
the harbor, and the two Mexican steamers standing out 
from Lerma to sea, undet.a press of steam, and a schooner 
in company. Soon afteř sunrise I could perceive the ship, 
brig, and gun-boats all in pursuit of them. About nine or 
ten o’clock the action commenced between the ship Aus- 
tin, brig Wharton, and Yucatan gun-boats, and the two 
Mexican steamers and schooner Eagle. The steamers, 
under a press of steam, running out to. sea, Commodore 
Moore and his squadron in pursuit of them; and they kept 
up a running fight of several hours, until they were not 
visible from shore. 

“Question—You will please state to the court what I 
informed you on the 30th of April, when I advised you, and 
insisted on your going on shore in one of the gun boats? | 

* Answer—I do not remember any precise conversation ; 
my opinion is, there was an anxiety on both our parts that 
I should have an interview with the Governor of Yuca- 
tan immediately, and learn the feelings of the Yucatacoes 
towards Texas. I took with me a letter from Commodore 
Moore to Governor Mendez, and called upon him imme- 
diately on my landing, in consequence of information 
received at Sisal and New Orleans. 

4“: It was fully understood, previous to the engagement, that 
the vessels were not to be taken, but they were to be blown 
up in case we were overpowered. 

“í Question=-You will please state to the court the 
reasons of our remaining off the coast of Yucatan so much 
longer than you anticipated when we left the Balize? 

“ Answer—We were first detained by Commodore Moore 
wailing to engage the enemy. The steamers and their war 
vessels were all in sight while we lay at Campeachy, and it 
was evident, if we left there without an engagement, and 
atlempt to capture them, that they might carry their original 
plan into execution, about concentrating their troops and 
making an atack upon Galveston. We were determined 
to prevent it if we contd do it hy an engagement with their 
| fleet, which never could be brought about until the 16th of 
May, which was the last engagement before spoken of.” 


Extract from the official report of Commissioner Morgan, 
dated at Campeachy, 9th May, 1843. 


These, and other reasons, which will be still more satisfac- 
tory to the Department when known, enhanced the induce- 
ment to consent to touch at Telchac on our way to Texas, 
and we accordingly proceeded for that port, where, from 
light and oecasional head winds, we did not arrive until the 
eighth day from the Balize ; as we did not find any of the 
Mexican navy there, we proceeded along the coast to Sisal, 
where we ascertained that the Montezuma had passed on 
her way to Lerma and Campeachy near twenty-four hours 
before. We accordingly kept along the coast until within 
some ten or twelve miles fragn Lerma, where we anchored 
on Saturday night, 29th ultimo, and on Sunday morning, 
the 30th, at 4 o’cJock, got under way, when at daylight 
we discovered two large steamers, two armed brigs, and two 
armed schooners bearing down evidently to attack us; pre- 
pared for action, and headed directly for them, the crews of 
both vessels giving three hearty cheers ; but before we 
could get within long gun shot range of tbis formidable 
fleet, headed by their steamers, armed with their renowned 
Paixhan guns, they evinced a disposition to be off, by 
going about under a heavy press of steam, and heading 
directly from us. Commodore Moore crowded sail in 
pursuit, when the Mexican fleet concentrated and awaited 
| our approach; and so soon as within long range opened 
| their fire upon us from their steamers, to which ibe Com- 
modore paid no attention, but kept endeavoring to close 
with them. This, however, the enemy was determined to 
| avoid, their steam enabling them to select their distance , 
when the Commodore, finding he could not bring them to 
elose quarters, opened his fire from both vessels, and the 
action became general, and lasted for something over an 
hour, the steamers then hauling off to windward, entirely 
without the reach of our guns, and remained there until it 
became calm, when they recommenced their attack, which 
continued for nearly an hour, and they again hauled off, 
and have kept to windward ever since. As for their brigs 
and schooners, they approached near enough in the first 
action to get one broadside from the Austin, and never came 
near us afterwards, but have kept ata distance of some 
five or ten miles to windward, outside the steamers, ever 
i ginee. * * x * * * * * * 
| The Commodore gave his orders with great coolness, and 
cautioned the men not to waste their powder, but make 
| everyshottell, * * Captain Lothrop managed and fought 
his brig handsomely, and the only source of regret in the 
whole affair, with the officers and men of both vessels, was, 
that we gould not close withthe enemy. *  * * 

Commodore Moore has never been able to bring them to 
| close action since ; they keep to windward out of our reach. 
| We have driven their fleet from Lerma, raised the blockade 
of Campeachy, placed General Ampudia with his beseiging 
army in a very perilous situation, inasmuch as he cannot 
now communicate with his fleet. His soldiers are deserting 
and coming into Camptachy daily. * * * * 

Thus by the visit.of our two vessels to this coast we have 
prevented the Mexican Government from subjugating Yu- 


i and have upset the arrangement of the Mexican Govern- 


said before, we are on our way to Galveston, via the Mexi- 
ean coast, with the ship and brig, and I hope to be there in 
afew days. In the mean time, I send this by a fast sailing 
pilot boat furnished by the Yucatan Government, to let the 
Department see that ail is straight so far as regards our 
movements, and will, hope, meet the approbation of the 
Government. 


respect, your most obedient servant, : 
J. MORGAN, Commissioner. 


Hon. G. W. Hitt, Secretary of War and Marine. 


They started for the port of Galveston. 
; gan says that they got as far as the mout 


as satisfied him that it‘was the duty‘of the Göm- 
modore, and for the interest of the Republic of 
Texas, to go to Yucatan. Here we have'the testi- 
mony of the very man sent by the authority: of 
Texas, that he approved and directed this very 
expedition of which the honorable ‘Senator :com- 
plains. He says thathe approved it. F submit to 
every Senator if there is anything Wrong in that? 
Was Moore to blame for it, when Morgan was 
sent there as commissioner, with full power ‘and 
authority to take charge of the vessels, and-he ¢on- 
sented to go on the expedition? The expedition 
| was made, with what results I leave posterity.to * 
judge. : 
Mr, HOBSTON, I admire the zeal of the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee. He thinks he is doing very 
well. Much reliance has been placed upon a re- 
mark that I made, that there were various meet- 
ings demonstrative of the strong feeling of Texas 
in favor of this individual after he returned and 
surrendered himself to be fealt with. 1 will: ex- 
lain the reason, for l am fortified on the subject. 
| He surrendered himself, and the demonstrations 
| were of an amusing character, like those which 
followed the reception of the ‘t dodge” report. 
When it first came officially, there were torch- 
| light processions in Galveston, on account of the 
glorious achievemants of the navy and of the 
| Commodore. There was one meeting at which 
there was a gentleman who was a connection of 
| one of the commissioners, another of the name 
! of the President, and another whose name I do 
{not recollect; and they stated that it was a large 
i meeting, and numerously attended. There were 
just three there. [Laughter.} When two or three 
persons got together, it would be a numerous 
and largely attended meeting, and they would pasa 
| the most vehement and laudatory resolutions in 
| favor of the Commodore and his glorious achieve- 
ments; and a reception was prepared for the Texags 
navy. All these things were done. 

But, sir, the course of the Legislature is reNied? 
upon. We all know what it is to get resolutions: 
passed by a Legislature, when nobody is gainsay= 
Ing it, and especially when they want to get rid of 
an interminable pest, who was at every Legista~ 
| ture until the last, I believe, when Texas was 
admitted asa State. As for the court-martial and 
their finding, it was accorded as a matter of favor 
by the President. He knew it was unavailing. 
i The man had been dishonorably discharged. Ho 
knew that if they saw one half the truth, and | 
came to give judgment, they must find him guilty; 
but they had not cognizance of the charge of 
| murder, or of the charge of treason; and there 
i fore they could not find him guilty of either. Phat 
is the reason why he was not found guilty: of 
either. They did find him guilty of flagrant dis 
obedience of orders. Had he power to go to 
; Yucatan? Had he power, when ordered to Gal- 
veston, to go to Yucatan, In disobedience of four’ 
reiterated orders? Certainly he had not; and all: 
| the commissioners in the world could not exoner-. 
| ate him. The ‘secret act’? was passed because 
he had repeatedly violated orders, and it was be~, 
| lieved that it was his intention to run away with 
the navy and sell it, as was suggested by those- 
who moved the act. That wasthe reason why it 
| was a secret act; and it was desired that the Pres- 
| ident might lay hands upon him, through com- 
: missioners, before he could have time to perpetrate 
| thatatrocious deed. That is the reason why that 
was done; and that act was made im reference to 
| the security of the Navy, and from the necessity 
! which grew out of his reckless disregard of all 
| orders and of all authority at that time. 

These are the facts in relation to it. That he 
could so contrive it as to get a majority of the 


: 
i 
| 


caian and invading Texas wilh the same forces, to have | 
been transported thither by her steamers and transports, i 


ment in regard to Texas and Yucatan altogether; as I have į 


I have the honor to remain, with every consideration of |: 


i) Mississippi when they received such intelligence |) them at night. 


Legislature to pass resolutiogg in his favor, is not 
surprising; for there was“a combination in Gal- 
veston who had sworn that they would subvert 
the Government of Texas, or control the Execu- 
tive, if it could be done in no other way than by 
a revolution, The Executive was informed that 
arms had been secured and distributed through 
|| the country, to supersede the Executive authority; 
|! but the gentlemen did not go quite far enough. 
|| They had organized a most imposing association 
i there—a secret society—of known hostility to the 
f Executive, to Sam Houston personally and polita 
‘ically. It consisted of forty-three members. 


| 
l 
| 
i 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
i 
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Mor- f They had their regular place of meeting, and had 
h of the | a flag staff, and red flag, which was hoisted over 


They had their high priest and 


~ 


oe 
à = 
_-gonstitution. of. a most stringent character, and 
most. annihilatory. to- Houston, - Well, after all 
_ this had been done, after repeated. meetings, they 

sallied out_one.day into Galyeston. . A cloud had 
been ‘threatening; it .started.up.not larger than a 
-man’s hand; a flash of lightning came, struck 
their flag staff; and. gave such an electric. shock 
- to: this. secret society that. it: never. met again. 
» Plaughter. | -oce : eek tose 
Mr. WELLER. -I have a remark. or. two. to 
. Make, It. is- sọmewhat strange that-at this period 
-of- thé session, when. we-have not time to discuss 


a. questions which are properly before ‘us, that an. 


hour should be consumed in irfeleyant debate. 
The character of Commodore Moo¥® is not in- 
i volved:in. the amendment proposed by the Senator 
. from, Texas, [Mr. Rusx.] If what the other Sen- 
ator from. Texas. [Mr. Houston] says is true— 
. that-Commodore Moore is no longer a part of the 
Texan navy, the amendment will in no form or 
. shape affect him, be@ause it does not propose to 
incorporate into the American Navy any one who 
- has been discharged. -if Commodore Moore, as 
the Senator. says, was. dishonorably.. discharged 
previous to.the annexation, this amendment in no 
_ .wiseaffects him. And again, if the representations 
of that Senator be. true, that Commodore Moore 
is a pirate and murderer, 1 apprehend that the 
Senate of the United States would never confirm 
: him, if the Executive dared to send such a char- 
acter here for a commission in the Navy. That 
-amendment. requires. that the persons admitted to 
our Navy shall be nominated by the President of 
the United States, and confirmed-by the Senate. 
When the nomination is sent here, then,. but not 
` till then, in. my judgment, the proper time will 
\havearrived for the Senator from Texas to indulge 
dn his denunciation... 
-opMr. President, you will allow me to say, whilst 
»g.am up, that the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jones] has shown that the Legislature of Texas, 
* damore than one occasion, indorsed the conduct 
pi ommodore Moore, after the transactions to 
- Bwhich the Senator [Mr. Houston] alludes, had 
pfaken place. Besides, public meetings were. held 
‘in. various parts of Texas in which resolutions 
p were passed applauding his conduct during the 
~ prevolution in the very highest terms. Nor have | 
: heard anything derogatory to his character from 
any. other quarter than from the Senator from 
«Texas. : Í 
». Mr. HOUSTON. I will ask the Senator if he 
. heard the documents read? 
‘Mr. WELLER. I did not, because I was not 
. here; but Ihave read a portion of. the speech of 
, the Senator from Texas, which, in my judgment, 
, was entirely out of place. I shall never, at any 
, time, avail myself of my position here in the Sen- 
ate, to denounce, in the most opprobrious terms, 
. men.who have conferred signal advantages upon 
my State—my personal wrongs must be adjusted 
elsewhere. It is a matter of taste, however, and 
the Senator from Texas and myself may differ 
about it. He sees proper to indulge in it, and he 
_ has the right, as a Senator, if he chooses, to bring 
*. bis personal grievances before the American peo- 
ple, through this body. ‘ Ne 
,« But, Mr. President, I say that the Senate has 
. nothing to do, at the present. moment, with this 
„question; that. if Commodore Moore has been 


vs 


ischarged from the Texan navy the amendment | 


: does not apply to him;.and if he bea murderer and 
i assassin, he is the last man that the American 
_ Senate would ever confirm. If he is sent here 

for confirmation, then, but not till then, will be the 


time for the Senator from Texas to arraign him | 


before us. But I desire to say, sir, that I was in 
-the other branch of Congress when the resolutions, 

. providing for the ggnexation of Texas were passed 
on the 3d.of Mar, 1845; and I undertake here, 

, to-day, to say that in voting for those resolutions 
I was voting, as I supposed, for the incorporation 
of the whole of the Texas navy into the American 
Navy, and that I did not understand by the term 
‘navy, merely the munitions of war,.and the 

. few vessels. which then constituted the whole of 
othe navy of that Republic, but it included the per- 
_ sonnel as wellas.these. That was my understand- 
ing of those resolutions when they were passed; 
and even if there be doubt now. as to the proper 
construction to be given to it, I ask whether this 

: great and powerful nation is to give such a strict 
„Construction as will operate gross injustice upon 


«king; they “were-regularly” organized, and had a | 
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those gallant men, who aided originally in estab- 
lishing -the independence of Texas, and: whose 


“patriotism enabled us to derive the advantages 


which we have received from the acquisition of 


‘that immense territory.. fs the grossest injustice 


to be perpetrated: upon them on a mere technical 
construction? Does it become us as Americans, 
as magnanimous’ and generous men to refuse this 
simple act of justice to those. who periled their 
lives in throwing off the yoke of Mexican bondage 
and establishing: the independence of Texas? Sir, 
for one I shall be compelled from a sense of duty, 
no matter what the consequences may be, to vote 
for the amendment presented by my friend from 
Texas. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I, of course, must tender 
my thanks to the Senator. . 

Mr. BAYARD. I regret to do so, but I must 
call the Senator from Texas to order. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have been attacked, sir. 
I have been attacked. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WALKER 
in the chair.) A point of order is made. The 
Senator from Delaware will please to state it. 

Mr.. BAYARD. The point of order is, that 
according to the rules of the Senate; no member 
can speak more than twice in the same debate 
upon the same subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
does not understand the rule to be so. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot but appreciate the 
monition which the Senator from California has 
seen proper to notice me with, to teach me some 
of the proprieties of a Senator, and, as 1 under- 
stand it,a gentleman. -He is not in the habit of 
bringing his private quarrels. or griefs here, or of 
availing himself of his senatorial position to 
assail any one. I commend the propriety of the 
gentleman. I have not availed myself of my 
senatorial position to attack any one; but when 
attacked in my senatorial position, I responded to 
the attacks made upon me. If the gentleman is 
acquainted with the facts, he will find that at the 
last session of Congressgthe Senator from Mary- 
land. [{Mr. Pearce] asked mea question, to which 
I responded, but merely in a short sentence, inju- 
rious to no one, and attacking no one; and that 
response of mine, in connection with an attack 
made upon that Senator by the individual Moore, 
became a subject of correspondence and of abuse 
of myself, which was -indorsed by an official edi- 
tor. In response to that, I availed myself éf my 
postion to vindicate myself against-the charges. 

did not assail any individual unprovokedly; but 
I did repel assaults that were made upon. me di- 
rectly: I had been apprised of their continuance 
for eight or ten years, but until presented in a 
tangible shape, I had passed them by. That is 
the position in which I-am placed; and if the gen- 
tleman has a new system of courtesy, of chiv- 
alry, or gallantry, with which I have not been 
acquainted, or if he chooses to read me a lecture 
when it suits him to do so, I certainly ought to 
feel humbly indebted to him for it. T have lived 
up to this date in the exchange of courtesies, and 
an observer of the proprieties of life; but if { have 
to look to a younger gentleman than myself, I 
certainly have lived to but little purpose. I should 
be much obliged to him, whenever he sees a de- 
parture from the proper courtesy and respectful 
senatorial demeanor if he would suggest to me, in 
a more private manner, what the propriety will be, 
and I shall be most happy to adopt his sugges- 
tions. 


Mr. GWIN. I hope the vote will be taken on 
the amendment. 
Mr. BAYARD. I called the honorable Sena- 


tor from Texas to order, because I considered the 
whole of this discussion to be irrelevant to. the 
question before the Senate. The rule of the Sen- 
ate, under which I raised the point, is imperative, 
and it was solely on that ground, and no other, 
that I raised it. “I take no part in this dispute. f 
have nothing to do with it. Ido not consider that 
it has anything to do with the merits ef the public 
business. We have but a few hours left in which 
we are to close up the business of the session, and 
pass the appropriation bills which are before us; 
and it was for that reason, and. because I thought 
that an irrelevant discussion should not go on, con- 
trary to the rules of the Senate, that I called the 
honorable Senator-to order. - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, [Mr. WALKER.] 


The Chair owes the Senator from Delaware an 


apology. He did not, atthe time the point was 


| made, remember the precise terms of the rule; but 


it seems that the Senator was right, and the pres- 
ent incumbent of the Chair was wrong; and that 
the Senator made the question of order with pro- 

riety. z 
E M.. RUSK. I shall not indulge in any debate 
All this discussion, and these questions, are totally. 
irrelevant to the amendment which I have offered. 
It does not present a question as to any individual, 
but it proposes to authorize the President of the 
United States to incorporate into the Navy of the 
United. States the officers belonging to the Texas 
navy atthe time of annexation. If it should be 
adopted, and become a law, (as I trust it will, for 
I believe it to be nothing but an act of justice,) it 
remains with the President to inquire who be- 
longed to the Texas navy. That question does 
not come up here now., It will come before the 
President, and it must be determined by the laws 
of Texas.- 

Mr. DAWSON. Is there no compulsion on 
the President? 

Mr. RUSK. No, sir; none whatever. The 
amendment ** authorizes” him to do it. Thenthe 
‘question will present itself, who belonged to the 
Texas navy? That will be a question for the 
President to determine, under the Texas laws. 
As soon as he determines that, the qualifications 
of whatever officer he nominates will necessarily 
become a question before the Senate on his con- 
firmation. : 

The question was taken by yeas and nays; and 
resulted—yeas 14, nays 22; as follows: > > 

YEAS—Messrs. Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 
of Towa, Douglas, Houston, James, Jones of lowa, Jones 
of Tennessee, Morton, Pettit, Rusk, Seward, Thompson of 
Kentucky, and Weller—l4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bright, Chase, 
Fish, Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Gwin, Hunter, Malory, Norris, 
Pearce, Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Thomson 
of New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, and Walker—22, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

DANIEL STEENROD. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had agreed to the amendments 
of theySenate to the bill for the relief of Daniel 
Steenrod. - ` f 


og NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
zaned the consideration of the naval appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. MALLORY. I moveto amend the bill by 
adding after the clause “‘ for preparing for publica- 
tion the American Nautical Almanac, $28,880,” 
the words: 

Provided, That any naval officer who may be charged 
with the preparation, superintendence, or publication of 
the Nautical Almanac, shall receive no compensation, for 
such duties. beyond his shore duties pay proper. 

Mr. PEARCE. I hope the Senate will not 
agree to that amendment. The object of it is to 
reduce the compensation which is paid. to- the very 
distinguished and intelligent officer who presides 
over this work. He receives now $3,000 a year. 
Thatis the sum which you allow to the officer in 
charge of the ordnance; it is the same salary 
which is allowed to. the officer in charge of the 

Observatory; and they are his juniors in rank. 
The superintendence of the nautical almanac 
requires the very highest degree of astronomical 
science. I donot believe there was another officer 
in the Navy competent to begin the work, which 
Lieutenant Davis has carried through with re- 
markable success. I believe the American nan- 
tical almanac is now universally admitted to be 
| Superior to the British. Its tables are fuller. They 
jare more accurate. The work- is one of prime 
necessity. No ship can go to sea without it. It 
is indispensable to navigation; and it is a great 
discredit to the country that its publication was 
not commenced before. Well, sir, the work re- 
quiring the very highest degree of science, and 
arduous and continual labor, it does seem to me 
| the officer in charge -of it, ought. to- receive ‘the 
salary now allowed to him, which is no more 
than is allowed to officers on scientific duty in 
other branches of the service who are his juniors. 
I know there has never been any act expressly 
authorizing the allowance of that salary to him; 


| but it has been paid for a number of years, and 
| the appropriations have been made accordingly. 


That was a recognition at all- events of the pro- 


1854. 


in oat 


priety of it, and I see no 
from it, ; 

Mr. MALLORY. lask the attention of the 
Senate for a few minutes while Lexplain this mat- 
ter. The honorable Senator concludes that there 
is no authority of law to pay this salary. That 
ought to be sufficient. If an officer is getting a 
salary without authority of law, it should conclude 
the whole matter; but; sir, in 1849, we appro- 
priated $58,000 for charts. and nautical instruments 


propriety in departing 


for the Observatory, and put in a proviso that | 


the superintendence of the Nautical Almanac 
should be given to an officer of the Navy who was 
not below the grade of lieutenant. ‘That was in 
1849. After the officer selected had performed 
his duty a year, he called upon the Comptroller for 
$1,500 extra salary. His salary aslieutenant was 
$1,500. The Comptroller replied to him that he 
could not comply with his request without au- 
thority of law, justas the Senator says. He came 
to Congress for the $1,500. Congress struck 
it out. That was in 1850. He came to the next 
Congress. Congress again struck it out; but in 
1852 he wentto the new Comptroller, Mr. Phelps, 
who had just come into office, and made applica- 
tion to him; and in face of the finding of the first 
Comptroller, in the face of Congress striking out 
the appropriation twice in succession, he induced 
that Comptroller to go back as far as 1849, and 
give $1,500 extra per annum, and I suppose he 
is getting it now. 

I believe tHe officer is very well qualified for the 
duties of his office; but that is not the question 
now. The appropriation for the Nautical Alma- 
nac commenced with $6,000. We are now called 
on to pay $28,880. So it has increased, since 1849, 
from $6,000 to $28,880; and still the salary of the 
officer is notin that sum. The appropriation for 
his salary is in the first clause of the bill for the 
payment of officers. 

he honorable Senator from Maryland says we 
should pay this officer $3,000, because we are pay- 
ing other officers double salaries. Why, sir, if the 
argument is worth anything, it has directly the 
reverse tendency. We are paying the superinten- 
dent of the Observatory, expressly by law, $3,000 
a year. Weare paying the ordnance officer, ex- 
pressly by law, $3,000; but this case stands by 


itself, where an officer is getting $3,000 without į 


any law; and we are called upon now to sanction 
an abuse which has crept in upon us, because the 
Comptroller of the Treasury reversed the finding 
of his predecessor, and the action of Congress, 
which was had on two different occasions, and 
has allowed him the $1,500 extra witaout author- 
ity of law. ' 

If I ever expect to have the Senate listen to any 
suggestion as to naval improvements at all, I can 
only do so, when abuses like this come in our 
face, by exposing them. [ move in this matter 
with infinite regret. To cut down the officer’s 
salary is by no means a grateful task; but I see 
officers leaving their families and going to the pes- 


tilential coasts of Africa to do duty at $1,500 a- 


year; while these reserved posts are given to offi- 
cers who thus remain at home with their families, 
and come here and ask to have their salaries 
raised. There is no justice in it. 
the Comptroller is to override congressioral find- 
ing, there is no telling where it is to end. No 
gentleman can say anything in this officer’s favor 
with which I will not agree; but when it comes to 
saying that there is no other officer in the Navy 
competent to perform the task, I take issue on it. 
When the work was ordered, an officer must be 
found; and it would be a very adventurous task 
indeed to say that another could not be found for 
the service. Look at the examinations through 
which they pass, fitting them expressly for this 


very duty. There is nothing in that assertion. | 


The question has never been tried. All I ask 
now is, if it is designed to give him the $1,500 ad- 
ditional, let us say so. At present he is getting it 
without authority. ` , 

Mr. PEARCE. I propose to obviate the Sena- 
tor’s objection by submitting, as a substitute for 
his amendment, the following: 

Provided, That the pay of the officer in charge of the su- 
perintendency of the Nautical Almanac shal be hereafter 
$3,000 per annum. 

Mr. BENJAMIN privately made a suggestion 
to Mr. Pearce. 


Mr. PEARCE, I will modify it so as to read: 


If the action of 
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Provided, That the pay of the officer in charge of the 
superintendeney of the Nautical. Almanac shall hereafter 
be the same as he has heretofore received. 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope the Senate will not 
agree to that.. We have struck it out twice here- 
tofore. p 

Mr.. BELL. I know the purity of the motives 
of my friend from Florida, and the principle upon 
which he proceeds, It is all very well. Nothing 
can be said against that principle. It is to reform 
what he considers an improper patronage, which 
is extended by the Government to this naval offi- 
cer. But E think I can recall to his mind one fact 
which will show thahis proviso is not strictly 
just and proper. I shall not take up the time of 
the Senate by showing that he proposes that this 
service shall be performed ata rate which is below 
the second grade of clerks in the Departments. 
The first grade gets $2,000 salary; the second, I 
believe, $1,700. He proposes to reduce this officer 
to $1,500, and says that is strictly right and regu- 
lar, and that it is wrong to extend the extra allow- 
ance to an officer of the Navy. He says there 
are numerous officers competent to the service. 
Doubtless there are. Not only is the acquisition 
of science necessary fo a person in his position, 
but there are other qualities essential—strict, vigi- 
lent attention to accuracy of detail, the power of 
concentration on the minutie of such a work as 
the Nautical Almanac. Now, the proposition of 
the Senator would reduce the salary of that officer, 
as a lieutenant in the Navy, to $1,500. 

Mr. MALLORY. No, sir; he would get 
$2,100. 

Mr. BELL. The honorable Senator proceeds 
upon the idea that he should have received only 
$1,500 heretofore. 

Mr. STUART® He has got that. 

Mr. BELL. 
proceeds on the principle that his salary ought 
never to have been more than $1,500. The ordi- 


nary clerks in the Departments get more than that. || 


Now, I will say to my honorable friend from 
Florida—he will allow me to call him so—I do not 
question the propriety or correctness of the idea 
we had in bringing about reform; but how hag he 
succeeded in that reform? How have the Naval 
Committee succeeded? They can get nothing 
done in conformity to the general views he en- 
tertains; but this is falling from a general reform 
upon an individual case. I know the Senator’s 
general views on the subject. He does not pro- 
pose to give this officer the compensation that 
would be due to him on sea service. He admits 
that he does not; and yet the law provides that 
the officers at the naval academy at Annapolis 
shall be compensated according to the rate of pay 
to which they would be entitled on sea service. 
That would raise the compensation of this officer 
to $2,500. The Senator proposes by the proviso 
to limit it to about $2,100. I think this service 
requires higher consideration on the part of Con- 
gress, This I say with great deference to the 


honorable Senator from Florida; for I have wit- | 


nessed his industry, his vigilance, his labor, and 
the determined spirit which he manifests to re- 
form all that he considers abuses in the Navy; and, 
sir, in general, almost in every particular—I would 
except this case—he has my support. Iam sorry 


to see that he has not been more successful in | 


introducing those reforms which his familiar 
acquaintance with the subject suggests. 


acquainted with the Navy than he; and I now in- 
voke on the part of the Senate that deference and 
attention which I believe is due to him. 
served with him on the committee during the whole 


of this session, and a more industrious, laborious, | 


vigilant, investigating gentleman, I have not known 
in thecourse of my service in either House of Con- 
gress. Still, he is falling upon particulars here, 


having failed in his main object and design in the | 
general connection of what he consigers reckless | 
and nameless abusesin the Navy; but, in this case, | 


allow me to repeat, 1 think there is a higher con- 


sideration due to the man who has been charged | 


with the responsibilities attaching to the superin- 


i| tendence of that Nautical Almanac, a work which 


is not only found to be of the highest utility in the 
mercantile, as well as in the naval service of the 
United States, but in other countries. Some con- 
sideration is due to the vigilance, and accuracy of 
detail which must be exercised, and to the emi- 
nent success which has attended the supervision 


I know he has; but the Senator į 


I believe | 
there is no man in the country more familiarly 


I bave | 


of that work on the part: of Lieutenant Davis. > 
It.may be conceded that there are other officers of . 
equal science; but they have not been tested on 
such a. work. I. presume Lieutenant Davis: was. 
selected for those qualities which those: best ac- 
quainted with him knew him to possess. Such a. 
work as that would. have been of no manner of. 
use, if it had not been. for the confidence felt in its. 
minutiz and details, all of which he supervises: 
Fle does not make all the calculations; it would be - 
impossible for. him to doso; but he supervises 
them in the general. He is the man that: is enti- 
tled to the credit for them; and yet my hofor- 
able friend from Florida would: not-allow him the 
sea service pay of the rank which he possesses. 
l hope, under these considerations, that he will 
concede to this eminent officer what is due to him 
for the utility of a work which is not only a ben- 
efit to the country and the world, but which re- 
dounds to the honor and even to the glory of the 
country. 

Mr. MALLORY. The honotable Senator from 
Tennessee has been kind enough to say very. 
many pleasant things to me. They furnish the 
best evidence in themselves of the uowillingness 
with which £ move any amendment of this char- 
acter. . 

Mr. BELL. I know it. ; 

Mr. MALLORY. - But, sir, the Senate does 
not forget the fact, that the appropriation foř this 
work began at $6,000, and that it has gone on 
rom $6,000 to $19,000, and now to $28,000; and 
that doe® not include this officer’s salary. We 
have, on two occasions, refused the increase of 
salary proposed by theamendment of the Senator 
from Maryland, notwithstanding the last Comp- 
troller’s finding. Itis not right to allow it. In 
allusion to the honorable Senator’s parallel. be- 
tween the clerks of a Department, who get $1,800 
a year, and this gentleman, the parallel is not 
correct. He should draw the parallel between the 
officers of the Navy and this officer. That is the 
parallel to be drawn. What does an officer of the 
Navy, of the grade of lieutenant, get for active 
service on the coast of Africa, or in the Pacific, 
or on the coast of California? He gets $1,500; 
and it stands to reason that this officer should not 
get double pay while he is living with his family 
at home. I haveno interest in this; but I trust 
the Senate will refuse their consent to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Maryland. 

The question was taken on Mr. Pearcs’s 
amendment to the amendment; and, on a division, 
|| there were—ayes 7, noes 12; not a quorum voting. 
Mr. GWIN. I call for the yeas and nays; that 
i| will bring in a quorum. 
| Mr.SLIDELL. | will suggest a compromise 
in this matter to the honorable Senator from Mary- 
land. I should be unwilling to vote for the salary 
of $3,000; but if he will substitute sea-service pay, 
I think it will meet the approbation of every one. 

Mr. MALLORY. That would be $2,500. 

_Mr. PEARCE. Ihave no desire to raise sal- 
aries; but I am entirely unwilling to make fish of 
i| one and flesh of another. You give $3,000 to the 
two others. Here is aman, no way inferior to 
them in talent, performing higher duties than 
either of them, and of the profoundest and most 
|| intricate science—I am not willing to give him 
i| less than the others. If my amendment fails, I 
| shallask leave to introduce another, by which 
|| the salaries of the others shall be brought down. 

Mr. SLIDELL. F will go with you in that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on theamend- 
ment to the amendment, and taken, with the fol- 
| lowing result: i 
f YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benjamin, Cooper, Dawson, Fish, - 
i| Foot, Gillette, Houston, Morton, Pearce, Pettit, Seward, 
H Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, and Wade— 15. 

} NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Brodhead, Cass, Chase, Dodge 


of Iowa, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, Jones of Iowa, Jones 
of Tennessee, Mallory, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, 
Thompsonof Kentucky, Toucey, Walker, and Weller—19. 


So it was rejected. 

Mr. PEARCE. Iwill now ask the Senator 
from Florida to modify his amendment so as to 
allow the pay of the officer while on duty at 
sea. . 

Mr. MALLORY. 
give him $2,500. 
read: - 

Provided, That any naval officer who may be charged 
i] witb the preparation, superintendence, or publication of 
j| the Nautical Almanac, shall receive no compensation for 


T agree to that. That will 
The amendment will then 


l such duty beyond what he would receive while on duty at 
EGR: 


2 Mr BENJAMIN.” It had better be made cer- 
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Mr. BENJAMIN. -It ought: to-read, that-he 
` shall receive the same compensation for said ser- 

vicethat: he would receive while on duty. at sea. 
I suggest that modification. 

Mr. MALLORY. If I understand the lan- 
guage, that is the meaning of it. - a $ 

‘Mr. BENJAMIN. The language 
provide that he shall receive as much. - . 

Mr. MALLORY. That is the intention; but 
heis not to receive beyond that. 


does not 


thin. i. ate 

The-amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. ` At the instance of several Sena- 
tors who voted against the amendment which I 
offered some time ago, I am induced to offer 

~ another: : 

And be it further enacted, That the existing law limiting 
the number of officers of the Navy of the United States be 
so furvmodified as to entitle the officers belonging to the 
navy of Texas, at fhe time of annexation, to the pay of the 


officers ofthe Navy of the United States, on leave of 
absence up to the present time. 


When the Presipine Orricer put the question, 
on à division, twelve Senators rose in the affirm- 
ative; and he declared that. it appeared to be re- 
jected. 

Mr. RUSK. Count the other side. 

Mr. BROWN. CallforitintheSenate. There 
is not a quorum voting. 

Mr. STUART. Fask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator fom Texas 
will let the bill be reported to the Senate. 

Mr. RUSK. A majority of the members pres- 
ent are in'favor of the amendment. 

Mr. GWIN.. The Senator will havean oppor- 
tunity of offering it in the Senate. 

Mr: RUSK. It can be acted on as well here | 
as there. i 
«The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DAWSON. I hope it will not be inserted 
in that form. By the amendment, it is proposed 
not to incorporate the officers into the Navy, but 
to allow them the same pay as officers of the Uni- 
ted States, Navy on leaveof absence. It does not 
decide whether they belong to the Navy or not. | 
J should like that question decided at once. It | 
does not put them into the Navy of the United 
States. 

Mr. RUSK. Notatall; it only allows them 

ay. 

j Mr. DAWSON. Then I shall vote against it. 

The yeas and nays were taken; but previous 
to the announcement of the result, - 

Mr. MALLORY said: Before the vote is 

^ announced, L suggest to the Senator from Texas, 
cand Lthink he will concur with me, that we should 
amend his proposition by adding the proviso that 
the number of the Texan officers shall not ex- 
ceed eight, because that was their whole number. 

Mr. RUSK. T have no objection to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Warr- 
gr.) Thatisa matter for the subsequent consider- 
ation of the Senate, 

The result of the vote was then announced— 
yeus 18, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS~—Messrs. Benjamin, Brodhead, Cass, Dodge of i 
Jowa, Houston, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mal- 
lory, Morton, Petit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, Wade, and Weller—18. 

NAYS-—Messis. Bright, Brown, Chase, Cooper, Daw- 
gon, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, Pearce, Slidetl, 
Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, and 
Walker—17. 


Mr. RUSK. J hope the proviso will now, be 
added by common consent. 

Mr. MALLORY. There will be great abuses 
unless it is agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope, by unanimous consent, 
it willbe put on. That is the number that con- 
stituted the Navy. i 

The modification was made by unanimous con- 
sent. 


Mr. WELLER. 
adding the following: 


BEC. —. And be it further enacted, That the sum of. 
$12,250 be, and is hereby, appropriated to pay James Ad- 
ams, assignee of William G. Heslep and Treat F. Peck, | 
$10,630, and interest thereon from the Ist day of May, 1851, | 
until the day of payment, at the rate of six per centum per i 
annum, being the balance due on a contract for storage of 
United States property as certified and payment decreed by || 
the district court of the United States for the northern dis- | 
triet of California, on the 12th day of March, 1853, in a | 
eause wherein the United States were complainants, and 
the above parties, with others, were defendants. i 


I move to amend the bill by 


- Mr. PEARCE, I raise a point of order on 
the amendment. — . : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Warrer.) | 
The Chair is of the opinion that it is excluded by 
the rule. i 

Mr. WELLER. It will be seen by the read- | 
ing of the amendment, that itis to carry out a 
decree of the district court of the United States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not | 

rovided for in the rule. - i 

Mr. WELLER. Therule provides, of course, 
to carry out an existing law. 1 suppose there is | 
an obligation resting on e®ery Government to pay | 
its debts. Here is, in fact, a judgment against 
the United States for that amount of money: A! 
suit has been instituted, under the order of this 
Government, against certain parties. It turns out 
on the trial of the cause that the defendants were | 
entitled toa judgment against the Government. 
The decree is regularly certified by the district | 
court of the Unitéd States; and yet, it is ruled out 
of order to move, by way of amendment, an ap- | 
propriation to carry out this decree of the court. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will observe that they appear before Congress as 
private claimants. 

Mr. WELLER. See the situation in which 
that amendment is placed. If I could get an esti- | 
mate 

Mr. PEARCE. I must raise a point of order. 
fs this debate in order? 

* The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis not. H 

Mr. WELLER. I will get through as soon as 
the Senator from Maryland, if he willallow me. 
What 1 was about to say was, simply, that the 
estimate of an officer in one of the Departments, | 
is, under our rules, infinitely “more valuable than | 
the decree of a district court of the United States. 
That is all | wish to say. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, | 
and the amendments made, as in Committee of | 
the Whole, were concurred in. 

Mr. MALLORY» It has been suggested to me 
by some friends of the Navy who had not read 
the amendment which I offered in Committee of 
the Whole, that they were mistaken in regard to 
what would be its operation. I now move it | 
again. Its principle is the foundation of all naval | 
reform. I feel anxious, and the Committee on 
Naval Affairs feel anxious, to have it effected. I | 
offer it from the Committee on Naval Affairs: 

Src. —. And be it further enacted, That the President | 
of the United States, within thirty days from the passage | 
hereof, shall assemble a naval board, to consist of three | 
captains, two commanders, and two lieutenants, which 
board shall investigate the conduct, character, and stand- 


ing of all the officers of the grades of captains, commanders, | 
lieutenants, passed midshipuien, aud masters in the live of | 


of the Navy, under such rules and regulations as he may. 
prescribe, every officer of said grades that said board shall i 
deem incompetent or disqualified to discharge promptly his | 
whole duty, ashore and afloat; and iv every case the said | 
board shall report, in two separate classes, such officers as | 
the interests of the service require should be dismissed and | 
such as shonld be placed out of the line of promotion, with į 
its reasons for the same: Provided, That upon said board | 
officers shall not investigate, vote, or report upon officers | 
of a senior grade. Immediately upon the return of the | 
reports of the board to the Secretary of the Navy, he shall, 
so far as the President shall approve the same, cause those 
officers who may be reported tor dismissal to be dismissed 
the service with six months’ sea-service pay 3 and those 
who may be reported for withdrawal from the line of pro- 
motion to be so withdrawn upon pay which shall not be 
more than three fifths, nor less than one fifth, their sea-ser- 
vice pay respectively, to be determined and approved by 
the President: Provided, That passed midshipmen and 
masters in the line of promotion, so reported in the second 
class, shall be dropped from the service, and shall there- 
i upon receive one vears’ sea-service pay. The said board 
shall be convened and regulated as the Secretary may di- | 
rect; and he shal} ascertain, in such manner as be may | 
deem jitst and expedient, the service, standing, and char- 
acter of the officers of the grades aforesaid, and submit 
the same to the board for its better information: Provided, 
That the promotions which may be made in consequence 
of such dismissals and withdrawals, shall reduce the grade 
of commanders to seventy, which shall hereafter be the | 
number of said grade. 


Mr. PRATT. 
the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Ido not think we can get 
a quorum at this moment to vote on that propo- 
sition. I think we ought to take a recess of about | 
two hours, and by that time we shall be able to | 
get a quorum. I move to take a recess until six 
o’clock. That willbe an hour anda half. 

Mr. GWIN. T hope that will not be done. I 


I ask for the yeas and nays on 


promotion, and shail ascertain and report to the Secretary |i 


hope we shall go on with the bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Warker.) 
The Senator from Louisiana moves that the Sen- 
ate take a recess. 

Mr. GWIN. Will not the bill have to be laid 
aside first ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is’ 


not of the opinion that the motion is in order 
while another question is pending, unless it is re- 
ceived by unanimous consent, : 

Mr. COOPER. I move that the Senate ad- 


journ. : . 
The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. STUART. If it is not in order to submit 


the motion fora recess while the bill is under con- 
sideration, | move that the bill be laid aside until 
six o’clock. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I now move that the Senate 
take a recess until six o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Senate accordingly took a recess for an 
hour and a half. 

The Senate reassembled at six o’clock, p. m. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 


Mr. STUART. TheSenate is somewhat thin, 
and [ presume we shall not wish to vote on the 
Navy appropriation bill fora few minutes. Task 
the Senate, therefore, to take up and pass the light- 
house bill. There are no amendments to it, and 
there wiil be no debate in regard’ to it. There 
will be nothing but the mere formality of passing 


it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object to that. I do not 
wish to have any light-house bill passed. Atany 
rate, let us take it in its order. 

Mr. STUART. It certainly is in its order 
now. 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir; we have the Navy 
bill under consideration, and unless it be postponed 
by a vote of the Senate, this is not in order. I 
am tired of doing things by courtesy, the effect of 
which is to get measures passed which I think are 
bad measures. 

Mr. STUART. I do not put it on the ground 
of courtesy. The Navy appropriation bill was 
laid aside the Senate until six o’clock. Now, 
it will require a motion to take it up again; and 
before that motion is submitted, I move to take up 
the light-house bill. We can very soon pass it. 


‘| There are no amendments to it, and there can cer- 


tainly be no discussion in regard to it. The Sen- 


‘| ator, of course, being opposed to if, may vote 


against it.@ 

Mr. TOOMBS. Ie not the Navy bill, the unfin- 
ished business, first in order? 

Mr. ATCHISON. The question has been de- 
cided that when the Senate take a recess, they 
resume business precisely where they left off, as 
though no recess had been taken. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WALKER.) 
That is undoubtedly the case; but in this instance 
a motion to postpone was made, and agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. The suggestion of the Sena- 
tor from Missouri would be perfectly right if no 
motion had been made to lay the Navy bill aside. 

Mr. ATCHISON. That makes a difference. 

Mr. STUART. Certainly it does; and now Í 
submit that it requires a motion in order to take 
that bill up again. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Certainly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of opinion that the question is now on taking u 
the light-house bill. ‘The naval appropriation bill 
was postponed until six o’clock, by the vote of 
the Senate; so that it will require a motion to take 
it up again. ; 

Mr. TOOMBS. I call for a division on that 
question. That bill cannot be taken up until there 
is a quorum in the Senate. 

Mr, STUART. Nor can anything else. 

Mr. ATCHISON. The Journal will settle the 
question. 

Mr. WELLER. I think the Navy bill was 
postponed until six o’clock, and when six o’clock 
arrives that bill comes up without a motion, of 
course. i 

Mr. STUART. No, sir, it requires a motion. 

Mr. WELLER. I regard it as in the nature 
of a special order, and when the hour arrives it 
should be taken up. : : 

Mr. STUART. The condition of things is pre- 
cisely the same as if the Senate had not taken any 


| recess, but had laid aside the Navy bill until six 


4 


1854. 


o’clock and gone on with other- business, so that 
it requires a motion to take it up. | 

Mr. WELLER. Suppose gentlemen.allow us 
a short time to pass a number of House private 
bills? 

Mr. SLIDELL. [ think there can be no ob-. 
jection to the light-house bill. There is no amend- 
ment to be offered to it. The bill was adopted 
after consultation between the committees of the 
two Flouses, and certainly it is desirable to pass 
it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will submit the question on the motion to take up 
the hght-house bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ac- 
cordingly, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill from the House of 
Representatives ‘‘ making appropriations for light- 
houses, light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for 
the erection and establishment of the same, and for 
other purposes,” which had been reported from 
the Committee on Commerce without amend ment. 

Mr. STUART. Now, I hope the Senate will 
consent to take the question on the passage of the 
bill without reading it at length. , 

Mr. WELLER. I wishto know what is in it. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill, but 
before he concluded 

Mr. WELLER said: I have heard enough of 
that bill to satisfy me that it is all right, and un- 
less somebody else calls for its reading, I withdraw 
my call. 

There being no objection, the further reading of 
the bill was dispensed with. It was then reported 
to the Senate without amendment, ordered to a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 


Mr. PEARCE. I ask the Senate now to take 
up the bill from the House of Representatives 
repealing the act making a land grant to the Ter- 
‘ritory of Minnesota, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Water.) 
If there be no objection, the bill will now have its 
first reading. 

Mr. STUART. I prefer not to take up that 

uestion now. Ihave no objection, however, to 
the bill being read a first time. 

‘The bill from the House ‘to repeal an act to 
aid the Territory of Minnesota in the construction 
of a railroad therein’? was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifthere be no 
objection, it will now have its second reading. 

Mr. STUART. I object. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had passed the following bills 
of the Senate without amendment: . 

An act to authorize the State of Illinois to select 
the residue of tNe lands to which she is entitled 
under the act of 2d of March 1827, granting land 
to aid that State in opening a canal to connect the 
waters of the Illinois with those of Lake Michi- 

an; 
$ An act to constitute Cairo, in the State of Ii- 
nois, a port of delivery; 

An act to authorize the State of Wisconsin to 
select the residue of the lands to which she is en- 
titled under the act of 8th August 1846, for the 
improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers; 

An act constituting San Pedro, in the State of 
California, a port of entry and delivery; and 

An act to vest in the several States and Territo- 
ries, the title in fee of the lands which have been 
or may be certified to them. 

Also, that the House had passed the following 
bills of the Senate with amendments, in which 
they requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

An act to incorporate the National Hotel Com- 
pany of Washington City; and 

An act toconstitute Pilatka and Bayport, in the 
State of Fiorida, ports of delivery respectively. 


MRS. HELEN MACKAY. 

Mr. ATCHISON. There are a few private 
bills, in which my constituents are interested, 
which I ask the Senate, as a favor now to take up. 
The first is House bill “for the relief of Mrs. 
Helen Mackay, widow of the late Colonel Æneas 
Mackay deputy quartermaster-general, United 
States Army.” 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
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in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. - 

Its object is to direct the payment of $6,537 09 
to Mrs. Mackay, as allowance of commissions 
for disbursements of special appropriations by 
her late husband, Colonel Æneas Mackay, prior 
to September 30, 1838. 

General Jesup and Major General Scott bear 
testimony tothe long and faithful service of Col- 
onėl Mackay, who disbursed millions of dollars 
of the public money, without the loss of a dollar 
to the Government; but the committee do not 
place the claim to relief on the ground of a faith- 
fal discharge of official duty, but on the ground 
that he performed a service that was extra official, 
and for which his representatives are entitled to a 
reasonabie compensation at the hands of the Gov- 
ernment, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. : 

CAPTAIN LENDRUM. 

Mr. WELLER. [ ask the Senate to take up 
the joint resolution from the House of Represent- 
atives, for the relief of brevet Captain J. H. Len- 
drum, of the United States Army. The bill is to 
enable him to settle his accounts by giving parol 
testimony to supply the loss of vouchers destroyed 
by the fire in San Francisco. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as | 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution. ° 

It proposes to authorize the accounting officers 
to credit Captain Lendrum with $2,970 14, being 


moneys disbursed by him out of the quartermas- i; 


ter’s funds, and the sum of $3,725 25 disbursed 
out of the moneys belonging to the civil fund, the 
vouchers for which were destroyed or lost by the 
fire in the city of San Francisco, May 4, 1850. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 


without amendment, ordered to a third reading, |: 


read a third time, and passed. 


M’ELHINEY, MATTHEWS, AND CRIBBEN. 

Mr. ATCHISON. There is another bill which 
I ask the Senate to take up, the bill from the 
House of Representatives, ‘‘ for the relief of Wil- 
liam J. McElhiney, E. P. Matthews, and Law- 
rence Cribben.” Itis only to quiet a title to some 
lots in the town of St. Charles. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the W hole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

It is designed to authorize McElhiney, Mat- 


thews, and Cribben, each, to enter the portions of |! 


the southeast fractional quarter of fractional section 
ten, and the southwest fractional quarter of frac- 
tional section eleven, west of the St. Charles Com- 


mons, in township forty-six north, of range four || 


east, in the district of lands subject to sale at St. 
Louis, in Missouri, now in possession of each of 
them, upon producing proof, to the satisfaction of 
the proper land officers, of the extent of their pos- 
sessions, respectively, and paying therefor the 


minimum price of the public lands, and upon proof | 
and payment being made, certificates and patents | 


shall be issued therefor, as in other cases of the 
sale of public lands. 

It appears that each of the petitioners has pos- 
sessed and cultivated, for several years, a small 
fraction of land, part of the southeast fractional 


quarter of section ten, township forty-six, range ; 
four east, lying in the county of St. Charles, Miis- | 
They derived their possession from on® 


souri. 
Joseph Aubrey, who entered upon, cultivated, and 
improved a part of the land, more than twenty 
years ago, for the purpose of securing a preëmp- 
tion right thereon; and that Aubrey, and those 


claiming under him, have had continued and |, 
uninterrupted possession of the same until the; 
There is no one asserting an ad- | 


present time. o 
verse claim to the land possessed by the petition- 
ers, and it could not be entered heretofore, as is 
represented, because the boundary line of the St. 
Charles commons had not until recently been 
settled. i. i 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

WARREN COUNTY, MISSOURI. 

Mr. ATCHISON. There is but one other 
case in which the State of Missouri is interested, 
and that is a small matter. It is House bill ‘ for 
the relief of the inhabitants of school township 


forty-five, range one, in Warren county, Mis- 
souri.”? : : : oy 

A motion to take up the bill was agreed toy and 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill.’ . r 

Its object is to authorize the board of directors 
of common schools for the township, named, to 
select and set apart for the use of schools, one 
half ofa section of any of the public lands in the 
jand district within which the county is situated, 
in lieu of the half of said section sixteen, which 
| is covered by the concession to one Kinaird, 

In the year 1800 a concession of six hundred 
arpents of land, situated in the St. Charles’ divi- 


sus, the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Louisiana, 
to Andrew Kinaird, and was transferred by Kin- 
aird to one John Long, and subsequently by Long 
to James Macky. In 1810 those claiming under 
Kinaird are represented to have taken possession 
of the land embraced in the oencession by Delas- 
sus, and have made valuable and lasting improve- 
ments upon the same. The title to these six hun- 
dred arpents was confirmed by the act of Congress 
of 4th July, 1836, “ confirming certain land titles in, 
the State of Missouri.” It also appears that, upon 
the surveys of the land within the State of Mis- 
souri by the United States officers, one half of the 
sixteenth section, which was granted by act of Con- 
gress for the use of schools, was located by the 
survey upon or covered a part of that cession. 
| Of the other half of the section, only one hundred 
and twenty acres have been sold at one dollar and 
a quarter per acre; and the only valuable part is 
embraced within the confirmation mentioned. 
The petition issigned by forty-eight inhabitants 


and clerk of school township forty-five, of range 
one, west, certify that thesigners constitutea major- 
ity of that township. The committee do not deem 
it material to inquire as to the title under the act 
of Congress granting the sixteenth section. for 
school purposes, or that under the act of July, 
1836, confirming the title under the concession by 
Delassus; and as they believe the Government 
will not be prejudiced by granting the prayer of 
the petitioners, that the title under its act of con- 
firmation will be quieted, and the school fund 
probably inc#eased, they think the prayer of the 
petitioners for the location of a half section, in 
lieu of that embraced in the confirmation, upon 
any of the public lands within that land district, 
| ought to be granted. . 

| The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
| third time, and passed. 

NATIONAL HOTEL COMPANY. 

| Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. There are some Sen- 
| ate bills on the President’s table which have been 
| returned from the House of Representatives with 
| 

| 


amendments. I ask that they be taken up, so that 
the amendments may be acted upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
lay these bills before the Senate. Senate bill en- 
titled ** An act to incorporate the National Hotel 
Company of Washington city,” has been re- 
turned from the House of Representatives with 
an amendment, to add the following additional 
sections: 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That each of thie stock- 
i| holders in the said National Hotel Company of Washington 
city, shall be held lable, in bis or her todividual capacity, 
| for all the debts and liabilities of the said company, however 
| eontracted or incurred, to be recovered by suit as other 
! debts and liabilities before the court or tribunal having 
| jurisdiction of the cause. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it may be lawful 
' for Congress hereafter to alter, amend, change, or repeal 
| the foregoing act. i 

The amendment was agreed to. 

PORTS OF DELIVERY. 

Senate bill “ to constitute Pilatka and Bayport, 
in the State of Florida, ports of delivery respect- 
ively,” was returned from the House with two 
i: amendments, the first of which was to add the 


if ner ` 
|| following additional section: 

‘i See. 2. And be it further enacted, That Keokuk and 
|, Dubuque, in the State of Iowa, be, and hereby are, consti- 
if tuted ports of delivery, within the collection district of New 
i! Orleans; and there shall be appointed a surveyor of the 
Í eustoms for each of said ports, who shall reside thereat. 
Said surveyor shail perform the duties, and receive the 
salary and emoluments prescribed by the act of Congress, 
approved the second day of March, 1831, entitled “ An act 
allowing the duties on foreign merchandise imported into 
| Pitsburg, Wheeling, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, aud 


| Natcbez, to be secured and paid at those places. 


{ 


i 
H 
He 
t 


sion on the river Tuque, was made by C. D; Delas- - 


| of the township, and the commissioner, directors, ~ 


i 


~“ amend the title by inserting after the word “ Flor- 
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> The second amendment of the Hoase was to 


ida” the words ‘‘and Keokuk and Dubuque, in 
the State of Iowa;’’ so that it should read: “‘ An 
act to constitute Pilatka and Bayport, in the State 
of Mlorida, and Keokuk and Dubuqué, in the State 
of Iowa; ports of delivery, respectively.” 

Phe amend meiits were concurred in. ` 


_|  . BRONAUGH——MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 
Mr. GEYER. I move to. take up a.small pen- 

-Bion bill from the House of Representatives—‘‘ A 
bill-for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh.” 

The motion was.agreed to;-and the Senate pro- 

-ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole.: ; 
. {t proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to increase the pension of Thomas Bronaugh, 
... who is now on the rolls at four dollars, to the rate 
of eight. dollars per month, to commence January 
151854. 
"The PRESIDQNG OFFICER. If no amend- 
. ment be offered, the bill will be reported to the 
Senate, 

Mr. PEARCE. Ihave an amendment to offer 
as an additional section: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the bill entitled 
“Anact to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the con- 
struction of a railroad therein,” which passed the House 
of Representatives on the 20th day of June, 1854, and which 
was approved by the President on the 29th day of June, 
1854, be, and thé same is hereby, repealed. 

Mr. STUART. To what bill is that offered 
as aùn- amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A private bill. 

Mr. STUART, I raise the question that it is 
not in order. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER.’ The Chair is 
of opinion that it is in order. lt certainly is not 
germane to the original bill, but that is a question 
for:the consideration of the Senate as to whether 
they will-adopt-it, and not for the decision of the 
Chair. The question is on the amendment. 

Mr. STUART. This thing cannot be done in | 
this way 

Mr. PEARCE. I believe I have the floor. 

Mr. STUART. l yield to the Senator. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I will state very 
briefly the reasons which have influenced me to 
offer this amendment Iam induced to offer it be- 
cause it is known to this Houseas it was to the 
other, that a bill which passed that House and 
came to this, was altered before it arrived here, 
and the change of language was such as materi- 
ally to affect the import and operation of that bill. 
The bil) became a law~in a different form and 
sense from that intended to be given to it by those 
who passed it. The House of Representatives, 
satisfied, from whatever cause it is unnecessary 
for me to say, that their will was violated by the |! 
change of language in the bill which had passed, 
determined to repeal it. They have repealed it 
to-day, so far as their votecan do so. They have 
sent as a bill to repeal it. We have taken it up, 
but ite passage has been objected to, and under the 
rules, it cannot be passed in the form in which it 
has. come from the. House of Representatives. 

Now, sir, I desire to. enforcethe faithful observ- 
ance of the language. of a bill as it has passed 
either House. of Congress. I desire to prevent 
that going into law which it never was the legis- 
lative will should become a law; and I know no 
way in which we can accomplish the object except 
by putting it as an amendment to this bil. ‘It has 
often been done. Some of the most importante 
general provisions known to your laws- have been 

utupon private bills. You will find many such, 

will instance but one, the bill for the relief of 
Chastelin, Ponveyt & Co., which contains a pro- |; 
vision regulating custom-house fees, and other 
provirigne of general importance. I hope the 
enate, in order to vindicate the purity of legisla- 

- tion, will adopt this amendment. 

Mr. STUART. Mr, President, it is not, per- |; 
haps, the least: important thing to proceed, in re- || 
spect to all business, with proper deliberation. 
The House to-day have done what the Senator 
from Maryland says they have done, and I shall 
not travel out of the rules of senatorial order to 
say anything about why they did it; but the Sen- 
ator is considerably mistaken as to his facts, as I 
shall show, For myself, believing that for the 

: Senate of the United States, at least, whatever it 


| Sota. 


i great propriety. 


may be proper for the House.to. do, it is fitting to |! 
-refer a subject of this sort to a atanding committee |! 


of the body, to investigate it, and to see, in the 
first place, what it is proper todo, and, in the next 
place, what we can constitutionally do, with equity 
arid justice to others, I objected to the second read- 
ing of the House bill. i i 
Now, sir, 1 desire the matter to be fully investi- 
gated by the Senate. Both the majority and ‘the 
minority of the select committee of the Louse of 
Representatives appointed to examine the question 
have reported that there was no improper conduct 
on the part of anybody in the alteration of the 
bill referred to. They did not'report in favor of 
repealing this law, but they reported a bill to the 
Flouse of Representatives to restore the word “or” 
instead of the word *‘and’’ to the original bill which 
passed the House. That is what they recom- 
mended should be done. The House went on, 
however, very much as the Senator from Mary- 
land now proposes that we should do here, with- 
out reference, without deliberation, without respect 
to the rights of the grantees under that bill, and 
without examining the question of whether the 


title to the land had vested, and what the conse-- 


quences of the repeal may be, suddenly introduced 
a substitute to repeal the law, and passed it. 
Now, sir, I have made the point of order upon 
this amendment, and I shall statea few more facts, 
and ask the Senate of the United States to determ- 


-ine solemnly whether they will, upon a private 


bill to grant a pension, in five minutes’ delibera- 
tion; adopt an amendment to repeal a law of the 
United States making a grant of Jand to the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota? ‘There is no parliamentary 
law which will sanction it, and no gentleman can 
say that there is. The Senator says it has been 
done in a given case. That may be; but surely 
he will not undertake to say thatthe parliamentary 
law tolerates any such amendment as this. 

Then, sir, why should it be adopted? Is there 
any pressing necessity? There can be no change 
of rights under the bill; for if the Territory of 
Minnesota now possesses the title to the land b 
the grant, Congress cannot divest it. 
clear. If the bill which the other House-has sent 
to us be considered to-morrow, or if it shall be 
deemed necessary to consider it at the next ses- 
sion, (1 care not which, and I do not wish to delay 
the Senate in its consideration,) it will make no 
difference in the existing condition of things. I 
say if the Territory of Minnesota holds the title 
to the land to-day, it cannot be divested by any 
act of Congress without the consent of Minne- 
If the Territory does not hold it to-day, it 
will not hold it to-morrow. The law has been 
passed and approved for some time, and whatever 
legal and constitutional effect that law had, has 
been carried into complete effect. Now, I say 
that whether this bill be passed three months 
hence or to-morrow, that legal effect cannot be 
changed. ` 

Sir, I merely wish to do away with the impres- 
sion which may have been made on the mind of 
the Senate by what was said by the Senator from 
Maryland, and, undoubtedly, as he thought, with 
1 do not question that at all; 
but I say the House of Representatives, by their 
committee, have examined the subject, and both 
branches of the committee have reported that no 
censure attaches to anybody in connection with 
the matter, Thereis another significant fact ac- 
companying the transaction. ‘The change in the 
bill which passed, was made by the clerks under 
the direction, as the testimony showed, of the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. He said 
*<do it.” A resolution was introduced into the 
House of Representatives to-day to expel that 
Clerk, and it only got fourteen votes. There is 
the sense of the House of Representatives upon 
the question. But, sir, it is very obvious how 
this matter came up. There is pretty nearly, if 
not quite, a majority of the House of Representa- 
tives opposed to making any land grants at all as 
a general principle. W hen a substitute was offered 
for the bill reported by the select committee to re- 
peal this law, of course those holding that opinion 
voted to repeal it, and there. were votes enough 
added to them to carry it Wy a decided majority. 
But that proves nothing at all, as to the propriety 
of the case. The facts are as I have stated them; 
and, as I said before, 1 do think that for the Senate 
of the United States to proceed precipitately by an 
amendment upon a private bill, a pension bill, to 
repeal a law that has granted a title to.lands to the 
Territory of Minnesota, without reference, and 


That is; 


without consideration, would be an act.of legis- 
lation unparalleled in the history of the United 
States. The question ought to be considered, and 
deliberately considered. 

Now, my views are simply these: I think it 
should be ascertained distinctly whether the alter- 
ation in the law is material.” I have heard the 
opinion of many men, in whose opinions I have 
confidence, on that subject, who declare that there 
is no materiality attached to it; and that if the 
word ‘tor? were in the bill, instead of “and,” 
the effect of the bill and its legal interpretation 
would be just the same as at present. Then, sir, 
would it not become the Senate of the United 
States to consider, by its proper committee, the 
question whether there was any materiality in this 
act of the clerks of the House, or of the Senate. 
Although, perhaps, it is wrong as a custom, a 
committee that has been sitting for a week or ten 
days, has solemnly reported there is no blame 
attaching to anybody. g 

l ask if it would not become the Senate to refer 
this question, and to consider, in the first place, 
whether the alteration affects the bill? That would 
be the first question; and if the committee should 
report that the change of the word did not affect 
the legal result of the bill, then the Senate, I appre- 
hend, would take no action. If, however, they 
came to the conclusion that it did change the 
meaning of the bill, then would they propose to 
repeal the law? Il ask, if, because a single word is 
substituted in a bill, and taken in the connection 
in which this is, the Senate should repeal the bill ? 
1 will state the connection, asall the Senaturs may 
not know it.) The effect ofitis to provide, accord- 
ing to one construction, that a company which is 
already constituted by the laws of the Territory 
of Minnesota, shall not enjoy the benefit of this 
grant. If one construction obtains, that is the 
effect, and it leaves the grant to be enjoyed in such 
manner as the Territory of Minnesota shall here- 
after provide. Ifthe other construction prevails, 
then a law passed last winter, by the Legislature 
of Minnesota, constituting a company, has its 
effect, and that company can enjoy the benefits of 
the grant, subject to the control of the Territory 
of Minnesota. Now, I ask you, sir; should the 
Congress of the United States repeal a bill in order 
to settle that question? Is it.a measure that was 
ever heard of before? Would not Congress dis- 
charge its duty by passing a law substituting the 
word which was altered, if that is a material one, 
and give the law the effect which it is said the 
House of Representatives intended it should have? 

Sir, I think, and I say it with great respect, that 
it would much more become the legislative char- 
acter of the Senate of the United States to proceed 
with this amount of deliberation. My object in 
objecting to the bill which was presented here 


ij from the House of Representatives, was simply 


to ask its reference to a standing committee of the 
Senate, in order that the question might be looked 
into and examined and determihed, and the opin- 
ion of the committee reported to the Senate, and 
then let the Senate say what it would do. Such 
are my views of the impropriety of a hasty pro- 
ceeding of this sort, that I have deemed it my 
duty—a duty which, if | neglected to perform, I ` 
could not excuse myself—to object to any action 
here which should thus precipitately, and in a 
mere stampede, (such as may have been the case 
in the House of Representatives, but which I 
never hope to see here,) repeal a law simply be- 
cause some one or more of the clerks of one or 
both Houses have made a change of a word, and 
the committee of investigation have reported that 
there was no improper motive in it. 

I have given the facts. I donot wish, however, 
at this time of the session, to detain the Senate in 
discussing a matter of this sort; but I do wish, 
most emphatically, that this subject shall be de- 
liberately considered, and so acted upon that we 
may justify our conduct to the country and to 
ourselves, whenever the question shall arise here- 
after. Such is my belief in respect to the impro- 
priety of the course now proposed, that I have 
raised this question of order; and I shall raise 
every question that the rules justify, to prevent 
this precipitate action. k 

Sir, I conclude by saying that the most which 
should be done under any circumstances, would 
be to restore the bill to the condition in which it 
was when it passed the House, by substituting 
the word “for” for and; but I do not think 
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that when gentlemen come to consider it, it will 
be regarded ‘as a question so very. clear that we 
can repeal the law, and divest a Territory or a 
State by our own act of a grant which has been 
made and taken effect. I do not think that is 
competent for us. 

Mr. PEARCE, Mr, President, I should not 
now say a word but that it may be supposed from 
what has been said that something fell from me in 
relation to the parties.concerned in the alteration 
of this bill, Idid not do'so. I very scrupulously 
refrained from making such a charge, for it is a 
very grave charge, and not to be made except upon 
the amplest proof. It may have been. that this 
alteration originated in a mere mistake; but how- 
ever it originated, it is better, I say, that we 
should adopt precipitate legislation than adopt that 
which violates the legislative will, that legislation 
in short, which carries into effect as a law that 
which the legislative body did not intend should 
become a law. Now, sir, from whatever cause it 
may have originated, it is very certain that the 
bill which it is now proposed to repeal is not the 
bill which passed the House of Representatives, 
but one which came to this body in an altered 
shape. Sir, ifthe Senator from Michigan had been 
willing to argue this matter upon the bill as it 
came from the House of Representatives to repeal 
the bill which passed the House on the 20th of 
June, I should have been quite content; but it will 
be recollected that that Senator objected to its 
consideration, objected to its second reading this 
evening. To-morrow will be the last day of the 
session, and if the bill had its second reading then, 
he might object to its third reading. The conse- 

uence of that would be that the act of the 20th of 
Jine would have gone into effect, and would have 
been irrepealable. He says it is irrepealable now. 
Well, sir, if it be irrepealable, no damage can be 
done by the passage of this repealing clause, and 
no vested rights, if there are any vested rights in 
the case, can be divested by our action; but we 
can now, as far as is possible, prevent the opera- 
tion of that act. 

Mr. STUART. I should like to ask the Sena- 
tor one question. Is not the right of the Territory 
of Minnesota to these lands vested now as much 
as it will be ninety days hence? 

Mr. PEARCE, I think not. 

Mr.STUART. Then will the Senator tell me 
the reason why? 

Mr. PEARCE. I do not know what the lan- 
guage of the bill is; but whatever its language 
may be, I take it an acceptance of the act of Con- 
gress is necessary before the rights vest. They 
have not had time to accept, and, therefore, I think 
the matter is now perfectly within our control and 
power. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, I am in favor 
of this amendment, and J think we ought to pass 
it now. The history of the matter is this: The 
House of Representatives passed a bill making a 
grant of land to the Territory of Minnesota, and 
sent it to the Senate. ‘That bill was changed be- 
fore itreached us, it seems by misapprehension or | 
by mistake. I think it seems that it was not by 
fraud. I think that is apparent; for the House of 
Representatives who had the question under their 
jurisdiction have so decided. But the bill was 
altered before it came to the Senate. We passed 
it; I think I voted for it; L know I favored it, and 
I must have voted for it if I was present. The 
House of Representatives have passed a. bill to 
repeal that law because, asit was approved by the | 
President, it did not represent their will. That | 
could net have been passed without expressing 
the deliberate opinion of the House. Whether it 
was hasty legislation or not, it must have been the 
deliberate judgment of the House, for it required | 
a two third vote to suspend the rales. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator is mistaken. ‘It 
was done in this way: The committee who had 
the subject under investigation reported a bill to 
substitute the word ‘tor ” for “and,” and that 
bill was, of course, before the House, as it was 
reported by a privileged committee, who made a 
privileged report. When it was before the House, 
a member moved to substitute a bill repealing the 
law; so that it did not require two thirds. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Well, sir, that committee 
reported, and the House took action upon their 
report, and passed a bill to repeal the former act. 
They sent us a message suspending the rules, in 
order to allow us to receive the bill, We con- 
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curred in that action, and they sent the bill to us: 
They have declared to us that the bill which they 
propose to repeal is not their will. They have 
said they wouid not punish the actors in the alter- 
ation, believing they may have acted ignorantly, 
unwittingly, or unadvisedly. They acquit the 
members and officers of the House, but they say 


it is not their will that the bill should be a law in 


the manner in which it was signed. ‘hey tell 
us they are satisfied that these men did not act 


corruptly, and, therefore, they do not punish them; 


but they altered the will of the House, and hence 
the Flouse have passed a bill to repeg! thegact. 
They have sent that bill to us; but the Senator 
from Michigan objects to its consideration. Well, 
sir, we have passed a great many bills by sus- 
pensions of the rules and unanimous consent in- 
volving very great principles. it is very rarely 
that an urgent question is objected to here. In- 
deed, it is rather considered indecorous; and 1 have 
been reproached half a dozen times within the 
last two days ‘as being rather factious, because 
I chose to desire to understand the business on 
which I was called upon to vote. But herg, when 
this question is called up, the gentleman from 
Michigan rises and says, ‘1 object.” Why? 
Because he tells us we are acting precipitately in 
this business. The House of Representatives 
have had the subject under consideration, in their 
committee, for one or two weeks; the committee 
have examined the testimony, and brought it de- 
liberately before the House; and the House acted 
‘on it, excusing the parties but repealing the bill. 
Now, | am willing to carry out that will of the 
House if l were to ride over forty rules. The 
gentleman need not appeal. to me about rules. 
Our rules are intended to do justice, but when they 


are so often used, as they are in this body, to | 


arrest an act of justice, | will ride over your 
whole Calendar, from number one down to the 
last bill upon it, to do this act of justice. 

But, sir, the Senator from Michigan says that 
the grantees have rights under the bill which was 
passed. If so, let them go to the courts. Ibe- 
lieve with the Senator from Maryland that they 
have no rights until the act of Congress be ac- 
cepted. I believe I voted for the bill, and 1 will 
vote for itagain. But, at present, when the House 
send me word that their will has been defeated 
ignorantly, or innocently, 1 will repeal the act, 
and put it back where,it was, and I do not think 
it would be respectful in us to do anything else. 
That is my judgment. 

Mr. PETTIT. Allow me to ask the Senator 
one question. I certainly concur with him in his 
views; but I wish to ask, do not all our laws, 
like those of the Parliament òf Great Britain, 
take effect from the first day of the session? If 
so, wili not this bill and the repealed law take 
effect from the same day? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not think that principle 
has been extended to the laws of this country, 
but they are, according to the will of the legisla- 
tive body, from andafter the passage of the act. 

Mr. PRATT. If they both took effect at the 
same time, one would nullify the other. 

Mr. TOOMBS. But the Senator from Indiana 
asked mea question, which { answered as a law- 
yer. I say it depends entirely on the will of the 
Legislature. I believe it has not been the habit 
of any of the legislative bodies in America, and 
certainly not of Congress, to make their laws take 


i 


effect except from and after the passage of theact, | 


or at some future time after its passage. 
Mr. COOPER. The decision of the courts has 
been that the laws take effect from their passage. 
Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. Isay the princi- 


ple in American legislation is, that laws take effect | 


from their passage; but a wise principle is, that if 
they affect crimes, they should take effect in futuro, 
and the Legislature should set the time at such 
aperiod in advance as to do wrong to nobody. 
The old English idea of going back a year to the 
beginning of the session of Parliament, was a very 
unwise, harsh, and cruel rule. American juris- 
pradence has put it on a wiser and sounder basis, 
and requires that laws shall take effect from and 
after their passage, or from and after a certain 
day subsequently, if they affect the interests of 
citizens. ‘That ought to be the general rule.’ The 


act which we propose to repeal, if it is a contract, 


certainly will not take effect until it be accepted; | 
| and I havemo evidence that it has been accepted. | 


‘which they were when the bill was passed; and 
if it is wise legislation, [ will pass it over again; 
but when the codrdinate branch of the Legislature 


next send a bill repealing the act, after the. delib- 


us to allow them to do it, I will do it, if I ride-over: ` 
every rule of the Senate. 

Mr. GEYER. I rise for the purpose of asking 
for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

Mr. STUART, “The question now is. on the 


point of order. ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Waixer 
ecided that long ago. 


in the chair.) The Chair d 

Mr. STUART. I appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair will: 
State the question to the Senate. The Senator 
from Maryland offered an amendment to the bill 
| now before the Senate, proposing to repeal alaw 
which has been passed at this session of Congress ` 
granting lands to the Territory of Minnesota for 
purposes of internal improvement. The Senator 
from Michigan objected to the amendment. as 
being out of order. The Chair decides that the 
amendment is in order; that while it is not strictly 
germane to the subject-matter under consideration, — 
itis, nevertheless, in order and that the incongruity 
of the amendment is purely a question for the 
consideration of the Senate. From this decision 
| the Senator from Michigan takes an appeal. The 
| question is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
j as the judgment of the Senate?” 

Mr. CHASE. To what bill is the amendm 
offered ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. To a bill for 
ithe relief of Thomas Bronaugh. The present 
occupant of the chair will state that his decision 
| is based upon the practice which has prevailed in 
the Senate as long as he has been a member of 
| this body. I remembera case which I will bring 
to the attention of the Senate in justification of 
the decision. An act was passed to organize the 
Territory of Minnesota, but in the act no-provis- 
ion was made for an appropriation to defray the _ 
expenses of the Territory. A private bill came 
up for the relief of one Norton, I think, and I 
myself offered, as an amendment to the bill, a 
clause making an appropriation for the support of 
the territorial government of Minnesota, and it 
was adopted. Upon another occasion, the civil 
and diplomatic bill was under consideration, and 
| I offered, as an amendment, a proposition to pro~ 
vide for the government of the Territory of Cali- 
fornia. The Senate has uniformly sustained such 
amendments as being in order, no matter how 
| incompatible they might be with the original bill, 
The incompatibility is a question for the consid- 
eration of the Senate, and not forthe Chair. The 
question is, “ Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
as the judgment of the Senate?’’ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ona point of order so im- 
portant as this, relating to taking a bill from the 
iable and offering it as an amendment to.a private 
| bill, I should like to have the yeas and nays. I 
| call for the yeas and nayson the appeal. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. A few days ago, a bill for the 
! relief of Betsey Nash was pending in the Senate. 
; it was proposed to amend the bill by taking from 
i the table another private bill upon a totally dis- 


ent 


|| similar subject, and engrafting that upon the orig- 


i pal bill. 
| be CLAY. Both were pension bills. © 
H Ar. CHASE. Both pension bills, it as true; 
ij but they were distinct in their character. 

Mr. SEWARD. One was a pension bill, and 
| the other a bounty bill. . "H 
| Mr.CHASE. Ishall not go into any discrim- 
| ination of that sort. Both were intended for pen- 
' sion bills; though one, it is true, was a pension bill, 
and the other a bounty bill. The Senate ruled that 
‘it was in order to ingraft the one bill upon the 
‘other. Afterwards, the Senator from Massachu- 
| setts (Mr. Sumner] moved a general bill for the 
1! repeal of the fugitive slave act, as an amendment 
{i to the bill thus amended. The then occupant of 
| the chair [Mr. Cooper] ruled that amendmant out 
| of order. An appeal was taken from that decision, 
i! and that appeal was laid upon the table; but no 
i} action of the Senate was had on the direct ques- 
ition. I concur entirely with the Chair that this 
amendment js in order; and it is only necessary: 


I wish now to put things back to the condition in |! to look at the statute-book to find repeated in~ 


sends to us a messagefirst to rescind the rule, and — : 


erate investigation of a committee, and they ask 
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stances ‘of such enactments. Private bills were 
ingrafted ‘upan private bills, and public bills upon 
privaté bills, and private bills upon public bills, 
and have been ruled to be in order by the Senate. 
Whatever may be the expediency or inexpediency 
of the proceeding, one thing is certain: that it isə 
in order, according to the practice of the Senate. 
Mr. WELLER. | [believe the precedent was 


established the other day of laying appeals.on the | 


table. I move, therefore, to lay this appeal on 
the table. s / : 

Mr. BRIGHT. T rise toa question of order. 
Is that motion in order? . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 

. decided the other day that it was in order; but for 
that decision the opinion of the Chair would cer- 
tainly be that it was out of order. 

Mr. BRIGHT.. F have looked at the prece- 
dents, and I find that that was the first instance 
of ‘an appeal ever having been laid on the table in 
the Senate: It may be allowed in the House, but 
not in the Senate. I am often forced to vote 
against my better judgment by subjects being 
confounded. I voted against the claim referred 
to by the Senator from Ohio, the claim of Mrs. 
Batchelder, because every rule of the Senate was 
violated in moving it as an amendment to the bill 
to which it was moved. 

Mr. TOOMBS. [rise toa question of order. 
I say’ the Senator from Indiana cannot raise a 
point of order on a point of order. He is suffi- 
ciently acquainted with parliamentary law to know 
that that cannot be done. 

Mr. BRIGHT. i am not raising a.point of 
order on a point of order. 

Mr. WELLER. I moved to lay the appeal 
on the table, and that question is not debatable. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I ‘raise a question whether 
that motion is entertainable under the rules of the 
Senate? f 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
rules, after the decision which has been referred 
to, that it is in order. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then I ask whether the Sen- 
ator from California has any objection to allowing 
me to state, in reply to the Senator from Ohio, 
what I understand to be the rule? 

Mr. WELLER. Certainly not. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I was remarking, sir, that I 
was forced a few days ago to vote against the 
claim of Mrs. Batchelder, on the ground that it 
was attached to a bill to which it was not germane; 
whereas, if the proposition to give her a pension 
had been brought forward as an independent 

roposition, [should willingly have voted for it. 

know, sir, that, Senators are very much in the 
habit of voting on questions of order in reference 
to the effect which they will have on the original 
La ale but thatis not my mode of legislation. 

7e have rules for our government, and we ought 
to observe them. A proposition such as is now 
before us is clearly out of order, in my judgment, 
because it violates rule. Ft does not give Sena- 
tors an opportunity of voting according to their 
independent judgment, but it forces us often to 
take one thing in order to get another, when our 
jadgment is against the one and in favor of the 
other. It is a vicious system of legislation. I 
think every proposition should come up on its 
own merits. That is the object of our rules. If 
we break them down by a contrary course, it is 
our fault, and not the fault of our rules. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to 
lay on the table is not debatable. 

Mr. GWIN. I merely wish to ask whether it 
ice in order to lay the whole subject on the 
table? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of opinion that it is. 

Mr.GWIN. Then I make that motion, and 
I call for the yéas and nays upon it. I do not 
wish this matter to defeat all legislation. a 

Mr. WELLER. The question must first be 
taken on laying the appeal on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will say that he is justified in this decision, accord- 
ing to his views. If the appeal be laid on the 
table, it will carry the whole subject there. 

Mr. WELLER. It was decided the other way | 
a few days ago. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
decided by the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. This is the first tinfe in the | 


It was not 80 į 


i history of the legislation of the Senate that such a 
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decision has been made, that to lay an appeal on 
the table carries the whole subject with it. 

Mr. GWIN. if that is the decision of the 
Chair, I withdraw, my motion. . 

Mr. WELLER. ‘And [ withdraw mine. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is on the appeal. The Chair will state the 
point to the Senate again. A private bill is under 
consideration. The Senator from Maryland of- 
fered an amendment to that bill to repeal the Min- 
nesota land act. The question of order was raised. 
The Cgair decides the amendment to be inorder, 
notwithstanding its incongruity with the bill; 
which is a question for the Senate, and not for the 
Chair. From that decision of the Chair the Sen- 
ator from Michigan takes an appeal. The ques- 
tion is, ‘ Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the Senate?” 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 32, nays 6; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Butler, Chase, 
Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of |! 
Town, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, 
Houston, Jonson, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Norris, 
Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Sum- 
ner, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, and Weller 

V: yaen: Bright, Brodhead, Douglas, Jones of 
Iowa, Morton, and Stuart—6. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, its Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed a resolution to 
suspend the 16th joint rule of the two Houses so 
far as related to the bill of the Fouse ‘declaring 
the gouthern boundary of New Mexico,” so as 
to allow it to be transmitted to the Senate, and a 
resolution to suspend the 16th joint rule of the two |! 
Houses so as to allow the reception of the bill of 
the Senate ‘to change the name of the American- 
built brig Glamorgan to that of Wizard,” in 
which resolutions they requested the concurrence |) 
of the Senate. 

Also,-that the House had passed the following 
bills of the Senate without amendment: 

An act to amend the provisions of the fifty-sixth 
section of theact entitled ‘ An act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” ap- 
proved 2d March, 1797; and 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Culver, 


SUSPENSION. OF RULE. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution of the House of Representatives for 
suspending the 16th joint rule, so far as relates to 
the bill of the House declaring the southern bound- 
ary of New Mexico, and the resolution of the 
House of Representatives for suspending the 16th 
joint rule so far as it relates to the bill of the Sen- 
ate to change the name of the American-built brig 
Glamorgan to that of Wizard, and concurred there- 
in. 

- T. BRONAUGH—~MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 

The Senate continued, as in Committee Of the 
Whole, the conSideration of the bill for the relief 
of Thomas Bronaugh. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ison the amendment of the Senator from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Pearce.] 

Mr. GEYER. On that [ have asked for the 

eas and nays. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let the amendment be read. 

It was read, as follows: 

Sec.2. Andhe it further enacted, That the bill entitled 
& An act to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the construc- 
tion of a railroad therein,” which passed the Honse of Rep- 
resentatives on the 20th day of June, 1854, and whieh was 
approved by the President of the United States on the 29th 
day of June, 1854, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I understand 
that the cause for legislation upon this subject 
arises out of the fact that in the third section of the 
bill granting land.to the Territory of Minnesota |} 
for the construction of a railroad, there occurs this 
clause in reference to the Jands granted by it: 

« Nor shall they inure to the benefit of any company here- 
tofore constituted and organized. 

The printed bill which I have before me reads 
‘constituted or organized.” 1 understand, also, 
that the House of Representatives have had a 
committee of investigation as to how the word 
“t or? was changed to ‘‘ and,” and they have re- 


| of the subject. 
ithe report of that committee of investigation. 
| They gave the subject a thorough examination. 


ported in Substance to this effect: that the bill, 


when before the Committee on Public Lands, prior 
to being reported to the House, read as | have it 
now before me, ‘‘ heretofore constituted or organ- 
ized,” and also required that it should be sub- 
mitted to a ‘‘ future” Legislature of the Territory. 
I understand the select committee reported that the 
Committee on Public Lands had instructed the 
word “future” to be stricken out, and the word 
“and” to be substituted for ¢ or,” and that the 
gentleman of the House having charge of the bill 
did, in obedience to the order of the committee, 
strike out the word ‘‘future,’’ and supposed that 
he had stricken owt the word *‘ or” and inserted 
“and,” but, in fact, omitted to do so. He re- 
ported the bill to the House with the word ‘or’? 
in it instead of “ and,” and it was passed in that 
shape. After it had passed he discovered his omis- 
sion to make that change as directed by the com- 
mittee, and he took steps then to ascertain whether 
or not the change could be made. 

I understand, also, that the committee, upon a 
full investigation of the circumstances, after finding 
these facts, acquitted the member from Michigan, 
who had charge of the bill, of any improper 
motive in desiring to have the change made as 
the Committee on Public Lands had directed, and 
also acquitted the Clerk of the House; but they 
thought, under all the circumstances, that it was 
due to the House of Representatives that the bill 
should be restored to the precise language in 
which it passed the House.” They reported, not 
that the bill should be repealed, not that the grant 
of land should be revoked, not that the people of 
Minnesota should be deprived of the grant of land 
for their railroad, but that, in order to vindicate 
the legislation of the House of Representatives, 
the act should be restored, so as to read precisely 
as it would have read if the change had not been 
made. I am informed that when that bill was 
reported to the House, a member rose, and offered 
as a substitute a provision repealing theact. The 
previous question was called for, and sustained, 
and the amendment was substituted, and in that 
shape it was passed. 

Now, sir, the question which I wish to submit 
to the Senate is this: The bill, as it now stands on 
the statute-book, is precisely the bill which the 
Senate passed; but if the word ‘¢ or” be restored, 
instead of the word ‘¢and,’’ it will be precisely the 
bill which the House of Representatives passed. 
It is clear that it was the determination of Con- 
gress to make a grant of land to Minnesota, in aid 
of the construction of this road. Therecanbe no 
doubt upon that point; but there was this dis- 
crepancy between the House bill and the Senate 
bill. Now, it occurs to me that all that itis in- 
cumbent upon us to do, all that we should do in 
this hasty manner, is to adopt the course recom- 
mended by the investigating committee of the 
House, and to substitute the word ‘‘ or” for the 
word “ and,” so that the bill shall read precisely 
as it would have read if there had been no change 
made in it. That, of course, vindicates the pu- 
rity of Congress. It vindicates the purity of our 
records, and of our legislation. It carries out the 
intention of Congress in making the grant. It 
saves to the people of the Territory all the advant- 
ages they expected to derive from the grant, I 
think that is all we ought to do under the circum- 
stances. I move, therefore, to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Maryland by striking 
out all after the word © that,” and inserting: 


The word ‘‘ and ” between the words * constituted ” and 
‘organized ” in the third section of the act “to aid the 
Territory of Minnesota in the construction of a railroad 
therein,” shall read “or,” and shall have the same effect in 
law as if the word “t or,” instead of “and,” bad been in 
the original bill when passed and approved. 


A SENATOR. And the word ‘ future’’ before 
“ Legislature.” 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The word ‘future’ was 
stricken out before the bill passed the House. 
The amendment Í have proposed, 1 understand to 


| be precisely what the investigating committee of 


the House recommended, after a fullinvestigation 
Now, I think it is safe to follow 


They heard all the witnesses. They had time to 
deliberate on it. They came to the deliberate con- 
clusion that this substitution should be made, and 
they reported a bill to the House very nearly in 
the precise wordsof my amendment, and certainly 
it has precisely the same legal effect. I think this 
is all the Senate ought to do; put the bill in the 


1854. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


KR 2175.. 


e 


same condition in which it would hawe been if 
there had been no change, and carry out all the 
objects which Congress had in view. Then cer- 
tainly no censure can attach to anybody on account 
of this affair. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, I have lis- 
tened to the Senator from Illinois, in his statement 
of facts as to what occurred in the House of Rep- 
resentatives; and I am authorized to say that the 


committee who had the matter under investiga- 


tion, were unanimously of opinion that the alter- 
ation was material, and affected the intention of 
the House of Representatives. When that re- 
port came before the House, the whole facts were 
made known to the members of that body, and 
they instantly adopted, as a substitute, a bill re- 
pealing the former act, on the ground that the 
whole matter had been tainted with fraud,’and 
they lookedupon the repeal of the law as the only 
means of shielding and protecting that body from 
imputations, i 

Now, sir, it is known to us all that there are 
imputations against the manner in which business 
is conducted here, and a feeling is generally en- 
tertained that there is no exact griainty in the 
results of our legislation. For Ke purpose of 
making this thing at once prominent, not only 
before Congress, but before the country, and to 
carry out the determination of the two Houses of 
Congress to shield and protect themselves from 
such imputations, this is.the best mode that can 
be adopted. Your decision that this public meas- 
ure shall be put a stopte, will make it more prom- 
inent on your statute-book, and will rally the 
feelings of the country in favor of Congress, and 
the determination of Congress to put down all 
fraud, and not. to shield it in any form or shape. 
But, even if it be untrue that there was any fraud 
in this matter, the best plan is to stamp it with 
the strongest judgment that we can place upon it; 
and as my colleague said, if this bill in favor of 
Minnesota be a just and right one, we can pass it 
again, I voted against it; but, at the proper time, 
I would rather vote for it than let the bill, as it 
now stands, remain on the statute-book with the 
ee which it conveys to the country. 

he people of Minnesota need fear no danger 
in relation to their rights. They have had noth- 
ing todo with this matter. It is one which I 
hope and believe has been accidental; but we can- 
not wipe from the mind of the country the im- 
pression that there was something wrong, and 
especially when the investigating committee of the 
House unanimously reported that the alteration 
was material, vesting the entire rights in relation 
to these appropriations of land in one company 
instead of the Legislature of the Territory. 

I repeat with my colleague that it is better to 
repass the law de novo than to let it pass under 
any mode we could adopt here to shield us from 
imputation. Sir, [look upon it as the most un- 
fortunate thing in the world that any charge of 
impropriety should be brought against the conduct 
of members or officers of Congress, and we ought 
to be exceedingly cautious and jealous when we 
have a suggestion of that kind made. We should 
let our determination be of such a character as to 
show that in future such things cannot pass un- 
noticed. I make no imputations. On the con- 
trary, 1 hope every member is innocent. But, 
sir, here was an amendment made to a bill which 


had already passed both Houses, and passed | 


through the enrolling clerks, and committees of 
examination, and received the assent of the Pres- 
ident. Such things should be guarded against. 
Mr. PRATT, Mr. President, there is a view 
of this subject which it seems to me, is material, 
and yet which has not been adverted to at all. 
When the law was passed by the other branch of 
the national Legislature it contained a ‘provision 
by which this land was conveyed to any railroad 
company which had been ‘constituted and or- 
ganized.” I learn from the honorable Senator 
from Illinois, that while this legislation was going 
on, the Territorial Legislature of Minnesota con- 
stituted, or in other words chartered a company. 
It was then a company constituted but not organ- 
ized, so that the act at the time it passed the lower 
branch of the national Legislature was entirely 
inoperative, because there was no company which 
was both ‘constituted and organized.” There- 
sult, therefore, of the change of the word “and” 
to ‘or’? made that legislation effective, which was 
otherwise entirely inoperative, because a company 


jected, and the question recurred upon the amend- 


i the Territory in some mode, and I will now offer 


| by this transaction in the House. 


which had been simply constituted, was then priv- 
ileged to take this Jand. As the Legislature de- 
signed, it was to bea company which had been 4; 
constituted and organized, and in fact there was 
no company, both constituted and organized at 
the time. ; 

Now, Mr. President, the law of Congress is the 
will of both branches of the national Legislature. | 
It is manifest that the law which is now upon 
your. statute-book upon this subject, is not the 
will of the lower branch of the national Legisla- 
ture. They have passed an act repealing that 
law, thereby announcing in the strongest terms, 
their disapproval of what has been inadvertently 
done for them, and we are asked to relieve them 
of the obligation of an act which wag not their 
will. It seems to me that it is our constitutional 
obligation to do it. If] am correctly informed by 
my honorable friend from Illinois, in regard to the 
facts in this case, it is still more certain that this 
obligation exists upon us, because there was no 
gompany constituted and organized at the time of 
the passage of the act, and consequently the 
grant which was made by your law when it passed 
was entirely inoperative, but was made operative 
by the alteration. 

Mr. BUTLER. I wish to ask what is the pre- 
cise question before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from tHinois 
to the amendment of the Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. So as to make the original 
bill read as if there had been no alteration. | 

Mr. BUTLER. Will that not have the effect 
of sending. it back to the House of Representa- 
tives? ; | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Either will have that effect. 
It must go to the House in either event. 

Mr. PEARCE. My motive for urging my 
amendment in preference to that of the Senator 
from Illinois, is, that the House of Representatives, 
in which this bill originated, in which the error or 
perversion of the bill arose, have adopted this 
mode of remedying the evil; and Í think, in def- 
erence to that House, we ought to adopt the pro- 
cedure which is agreeable to them, unless an 
overruling necessity should require a different 
course. : 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Andthe House refused to 
adopt the proposition of the Senator from Hlinois. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 


ment of Mr. Pearce. | 
e Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 wish to save the grant to || 


itina shape to which, I hope, there will be no 
objection. I offer now the original bill, in the 
precise form, word for word, in which it passed 
the House of Representatives, and then adding 
to it a clause repealing the former bill. I do nati! 
think the people of the Territory ought to suffer’ 
My object is 
to save to them the grant of land for their road in 
some form, if possible, and in a form satisfactory 
to Congress, at the same time that we vindicate 
the honor and the records of the country. I offer 
now, as an amendment to the amendment of the 
Senator from Maryland, the bill, word for word, 
which passed the House of Representatives, with 
this additional section: 

And he it further enacted, That the act entitled “ An act | 
to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the construction of a 
railroad therein,” approved June 29th, 1854, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. 

This will repeal the former act, and at the same | 
time make a new grant; and that new grant will 
be in the precise form in which the original bill 
passed the House of Representatives, word for 
word, comma for comma. Certainly, I think, ii 
there can be no objection to that. I move it as 
an amendment to the amendment. aH 

Mr. DAWSON. The only objection to itis, | 
that that bill would necesgarily die between the 
two Houses. i 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Notatall; no more than this. | 

Mr. DAWSON. They have sent usa bill in | 
accordance with their sentiments, and if we concur 
in it, the matter will be closed. 

Mr. STUART. The proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Maryland is an amendment, and will |; 
have to go back to the Mouse if adopted. i 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The difficulty is, that my | 
friend from Georgia is opposed to all these bills. || 

Mr. DAWSON, Notatall. I have no such || 


feeling. I wish to let the House have their will; 
and { do not wish to shield this transaction from 
the House of Representatives. itis just to.them 


| that we should pass the provision as they have 


sent it to us. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. . What better vindication can 


| the House of Representatives have than for us to 


pass the bill, word for word, and comma for'com- ` 
ma, as they passed it? That is the most thorough, 
vindication that can be made. The only-point is, 
shall we go beyond that, and take away from the 
people of Minnesota what we have- granted to 
them? My object is to save the grant to the peo- 
ple. gf you make the grant now, and repeal the 
previous act, the grant will take effect from the 
passage of this bill. {ask for the yeas and nays 
upon my amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. [agree with what fell last from 
the honorable Senator from Maryland, [Mr. 
Pearce.) Here has been presented to us by the 
House of Representatives a case of mal-practice 
of some kind. Whether it originated in improper 
motives or otherwise, Iam not further informed 
than by what fell from the honorable Senator 
from Michigan. He says that the committee of 
the House have exonerated those who made these. 
alterations from any improper motive. I hope it 
may turn out so.» I have never seen the report, 
but the fact is, that improper dealing has been had 
with the legislation of the country. The House 
of Representatives have raised a committee of in- 
quiry. The report of that committee of inquiry 
we have never seen; but the House have sent to 
us a bill to repair what has been done, and that 
bill is to repeal their former legislation. Now, I 
think, in that state of things, when we have not 
time to investigate it, we should not hesitate at 
once to take what the House have sent us, and 


| adopt it. 


Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, I concur in the 
object the Senator from Illinois seeks to attain, 
A grant of land has been made by Congress to 
the Territory of Minnesota; and no person, I sup- 
pose, desires to deprive the people of the Territory 


| of the benefits of the grant which Congress has 


deliberately made. The people of the Territory 
are not implicated in these transactions, whatever 
they may be, and it would be wrong to visit upon 
the people the consequences of certain transac- 


| tions in which they have had no participation 
| whatever. 


{rose for the purpose of suggesting’ 
to the Senator from Illinois that, while we vindi- 
cated the action of the House by concurring in 
their own proposition, we should, notwithstand- 
ing, take up the billas the Senator from Illinois has 
indicated it and pass it, and send both to the House 
of Representatives together. That would answer 
every purpose of justice to the people of the Ter- 
ritory; and it would at the same time vindicate 
the honor of the House of Representatives. I 
will also suggest to the Senator from Ilinois 
whether it would not be better, in passing the bill, 


| to conform to what was the original intention of 


its framers by including the word ‘* future” in 
the place where it was stricken out,as well as the 
word ‘tor, where it was substituted for “and.” 
Then I think every object of honor and justice 
could be attained. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If it be the wish of any por- 
tion of the Senate to put in the word * future,” 
as well as the word or,” I am entirely willing 
to do that. The reason [ did not insert it was, 
that it was stricken out previously to the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. CHASE. 
House. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It was stricken out by the 
committee, and the House concurred in their ac- 
tion. I wish to suggest, however, that I do not 
think the repealing clause should be separated 
from the clause enacting the new law, and for a 
very evident reason: one might be concurred in, 
and the other lost. My object is to save the grant 
to the people at the same time that we vindicate 
‘the House. The granting clause may just as well 
go in the same law with the repealing clause, and 
then everything will be safe. The amendment I 


It was not stricken out by the 


| now propose is the House bill with this alteration 


in it. 

Mr. CHASE. Then [ would suggest that, by 
unanimous consent, the pending bill be passed by 
informally, and that we take up the bill proposed 
by the Senator from Illinois, and pass it, and send 
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it to the House, and await, for a reasonable time, 
the action of the House. i think there can be no 
objection to that... 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do make objection to 
that, . I object to the amendment of the Senator 
from Illinois. I am satisfied with the amendment 
as it was first offered by the Senator. from Mary- 
lang.: I will, in a few words, give my reasons for 
this. position. aa 

L think, sir, that the House of. Representatives 
has an undoubted right to.demand, at the hands 
of this body, full control over the legislation which 
has passed through that body by surprise, frapd, 
ignorance, or whatever cause you please to attrib- 
ute it to. . The House of Representatives passed a 
bill in a particular form. The Senate passed the 
same bill in another form. Therefore, under the 
Constitution of the United States, that bill never 


became the law of the land, even after the signa-’ 


“ture of the President. A subaltern officer of one 
of the two branches of Congress (I do not know 
who he is, and I do not care for what cause) altered 
the bill which the House of Representatives had 
passed, so as to make that appear the concurrent 
action of the two Houses of Congress, which, in 
truth, was not so. The House of Representatives 
has discovered that. It has had-the subject 
examined by a committee. That committee has 
reported back to the House a recommendation to 

ut back the legislation where it was before it had 

een tampered with. The House, acting with a 
due regard to its own dignity, has declined to ac- 
cede to the recommendation of its own committee, 
and has declared that it would not put back the 
legislation where it was at the time it passed that 
legislation; but that it would repeal the legislation, 
and take the matter into its own hands at its own 
discretion. 

Now, sir, as the Senator from Maryland pro- 
poses, if we send back to the House a provision 
to repeal the Minnesota bill as they desire, they 
will accept that action of the Senate, and will have 
undisputed control of the further action over the 
subject. We may then send them over again a 
Minnesota land bill, and they will be at liberty to 
adopt it or not, as they shall please. But the Sen- 
ator from Hlinois desires us to send back to the 
House an amendment which will repeal the bill 
already passed, but whichis coupled with another 
amendment to force the House to pass a bill which , 
it desires to have full control over. That is just the 
point. By the amendment of the Senator from 
Maryland, we repeal the bill already passed, and 
leave the Elouse to repassthe Minnesota land bill 
or not, as it shall please. The Senator from Ili- 
nois desires to put a condition upon the power 
of the House to repeal that'act, with the obliga- 
tion to reénact the law already passed. I say, 
under circumstances so unfortunate as those which 
have arisen in this case, itis the duty of the Senate 
to concur with the Flouse in everything that may 
put the House in complete contro] of its own ac- 
tion, that it may vindicete its own rights in the 
manner which to it shall seem best. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The pending question having been temporarily 
laid aside, 

Mr. HUNTER. The committee of conference, 
to whom were referred the points of disagree- 
ment between the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives on the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government. 
for the year ending June 30, 1855, have had a 
meeting, and have been unable to agree. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 would ask the Senator from 
Virginia, whether there is any particular point of 
difficulty in the committee of conference which 
might be obviated by the Senate? 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe that if the water 
question were out of the way, there might, per- 
haps, be an agreement. 

Mr. GWIN. Let me ask the Senator a ques- 
tion. ‘Could not the committee have the action 
of the Senate on those amendments about which 
they have agreed? 

Mr. HUNTER. No, sir. The report of a 
committee of conference is an entire thing. We 
are obliged to act on the whole or none. 

Mr. GWIN. Can we not get the action of the 
Senate on av isolated question? 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senate can recede from 
its amendment in relation to the water-works. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move that the Senate recede 
from that amendment. 


Mr. STUART. I submit that the Senate must 
have the bill here before that can be done. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have the printed bill here. 
I presume that will do as well as the engrossed 
bill. 

Mr. STUART. I do not object to that. 

Mr. WELLER. I donot know what the prac- 
tice of the Senate has been; but I should think 
there would be no impropriety in the Senate giving 
their advice on any particular question involving 
this difficulty to the committee of conference ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate. If, for instance, 
this amendment be the great cause of difficulty in 
the committee of conference, and a majority of the 
Senate be willing to recede from it, the whole dif- 
ficulty may be settled, and the committee of con- 


į ference enabled to agree at once. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Apams,] that the conferees on the part of 
the Senate be instructed to recede from the follow- 
ing amendment: 

For continuing the work for-a supply of water to the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000: Provided, 
That no part of the sum hereby appropriated shall be ex- 
pended until the corporations of Washington and George- 
town, or either of them, shall appropriate and pay an 
amount equal to one fourth of said sum for the same pur- 
pose, and shall agree to pay in like manner the same pro- 
portion of all future appropriations; and full power and 
authority are hereby given to said corporations, respect- 
ively, to raise, by foan or otherwise, any sum of money 
that may be necessary to enable them, or either of them, to 
make the appropriation herein required; and the said cor- 
porations of Washington and’ Georgetown, and the inhab- 
itants of the said cities respectively, or the corporation 
making the appropriation, and the inhabitants of such city, 
shall be authorized to use the surplus water which may be 
brought by the,Wasbington aqueduct, after supplying the 
Government establishments in Washington, under such 
general rules and regulations as may hereafter be prescribed 
by Congress ; and each of said corporations shall have the 
right to charge and collect of the inhabitants of such city 
such reasonable tax or rent for the use of the wateras will 
provide for the regular payment of the interest, and the 
gradual payment of the principal, of any money which may 
be raised under the authority hereby given. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I should like to know how 
far it is in order to discuss the subject now before 
the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The subject 
being before the Senate, the Chair is of opinion 
that it is open to discussion. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Being one of the committee of 
conference on this bill, I desire to make a state- 
ment, which, I presume, is entirely parliamentary. 
The Senate placed a great many very important 
amendments on the bill; they were doubtless so 
considered by the Senators who offered them. 
The committee on the part of the Senate have 
yielded, | may say, four fifths of our amend- 
ments. T speak of the agreement of the two com- 
mittees, as far as they have gone. At least four 
fifths of the amendments of the Senate were cut 
off. When we came to this amendment, the 
House committee insisted on rejecting it, for the 
reason that when the proposition was beforé the 
Senate, on a call of the yeas and nays, it received 
only about three votes out of four. ‘The commit- 
tee did not feel at liberty to yield in this point, after 
having yielded almost everything to the House 
before we reached this amendment. 


Mr. ADAMS. The House concurred in many 
of our amendments. 

Mr. BRIGHT. But they are few, compared 
with the great number of amendments. Now, 
the question is, whether we shall yield this amend- 
ment. I am against receding. J believe the 
amendment to be just, right, and proper. It is 
an object of national importance, and one that 
commends itself to every Senator: one that af- 
fects his health and comfort, as well as the health 
and comfort of every citizen within the limits of 
this District. For one, I am opposed to yielding 
it. j 

Mr. ADAMS. I desire to call the attention of 
the Senate to the fact, that before this amendment 
was offered to the civil and diplomatic bill—an ap- 
propriation bill—it was known to the Senate that 
a majority of the House of Representatives, as 
had been demonstrated by two deliberate votes, 
were opposed to making this appropriation. I 
consider it improper to place a proposition on an 
appropriation bill, with a wew to force either 


body of Congress, against their known judgment | 


and deliberately expressed opinions., If Senators, 
for the sake of these water-works, are willing to 
hazard or to defeat all the appropriations for the 


Government, it is for them to take the responsi- 
bility. lt must be bornein mind, that if itis done, 
it will be contrary to the spirit and intention of the 
Constitution, which requires for every measure 
which becomes a law, the approbation of a major- 
ity of each branch of Congress. It was known 
that, as a separate measure, this could not possibly 
obtain the sanction of a majority of that House. 
To place it on an appropriation bill and adhere to 
it, and thus to attempt to force it on the other 
House, is, I say, a palpable violation of the spirit 
of the Constitution. It is for the Senate to de- 
termine whether they will hazard the whole bill 
for the sake of this amendment. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall have the 
question. It is important that we should act at 
once. 


Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. GWIN. L[ intend to vote against receding 
from this amendment, after the statement of the 
Senator from Indiana, that the committee of con- 
ference have already receded from four fifths of 
the amendments gf the Senate. I do not know 
what has become of my State. I think this 
amendment will do very well to have a fight upon. 

The question being taken on receding, was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 27, nays 19; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Butler, 
Chase, Cooper, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Houston, 
Hunter, James, Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Mason, Morton, 
Pettit, Rockwell, Sebastian, Slidell, and Thomson of New 
Jersey—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bright, Dawson, Douglas, 
Fish, Gwin, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Norris, Pearce, 
Pratt, Rusk, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Toombs, Wade, 
Walker, and Weller—19. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suppose it will be neces- 
sary to send a message to the House, to inform 
them of our action. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I think not. J apprehend the 
vote which has been taken is merely a direction 
to the committee to recede from that amendment. 
The bill is still in the custody of the committee of 
conference. 

Mr. WELLER. No message can be sent to 
the House in regard to it while the bill is in the 
hands of the committee of conference. 

Mr. DAWSON. Will the Senator from In- 
diana be kind enough to inform meif our receding 
from this amendment was made a condition pre- 

edent? 
s Mr. BRIGHT. 1 understood our chairman to 
ask the sense of the Senate on the single proposi- 
tion, whether we should recede from this amend- 
ment? The Senate have directed that we should 
do so. We have now but to go to the committee 
room and yield it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I voted against the water- 
works from beginning to end; but 1 am opposed 
to any such irregular proceeding as this, and 
therefore I voted against receding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
observe that, instead of being irregular, it is of 
frequent occurrence. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is against parliamentary 
usage, and the dignity of the Senate. y 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The vote of 
the Senate has only been a direction to the com- 
mittee of conference, on their part, to recede from 
this amendment, and, therefore, it will be unneces- 
sary to inform the other House of our action. 


BOUNDARY OF NEW MEXICO. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had passed a bill declaring the 
southern boundary of New Mexico, in which they 
asked the concurrence of the Senate. 


MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the Minnesota land 
bill; the question being on Mr. Doveras’s mo- 
tion. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have had some difficulty in 
coming to a conclusion as to what is right in this 
matter. My mind was inclined to the proposition 


| of the Senator from Maryland—the first offered. 


As I stated then, it seems to me that when the 
House of Representatives have passed & bill, and 
that bill has been altered, and we pass it. with the 
alteration, if we put it back in the same condition 


in which it was before the alteration, we do justice 
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to all concerned. f shall, therefore, vote for the | 
amendment of the Senator fram Hlinois. 
Mr. BUTLER. I think itis a very high duty | 
on this body, to send back the bill with the amend- 
ment proposed by the House; that is to repeal the 
original taw entirely, and leave the House with a 
blank sheet of paper, so far as regards legislation 
for this Territory on this subject. I understand, 
as the original bill-was passed by the House and 
came to the Senate, it came with the word ‘ or” 
in it, forbidding an incipient company to have a 
franchises butthe word “ and,” in some way, has || 
found its way into the law—a word that gives an 
entirely different interpretation to it. The differ- | 
ence between ‘* and”? and “or,” in the connection 
in which the alteration is made, is to prohibit a 
franchise or give one. I think we ere bound to 
send this proposition back to the House in the 
terms that they ask; and, therefore, I shall vote 
against all amendments, and accept the proposi- 
tion which has come from the House. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Wecannot put things back 
exactly as they were. The amendment®of the 
Senator from Ilinois will not do it, and the reason 
is this: The bill, as it originally passed, provided 
that the grant might inure to a company consti- || 
tuted “or” organized. There was no company 
then constituted “ and ’’ organized, and, therefore, 
the word “and ” was stricken out and ‘or ” in- | 
serted, so ag to enable the grant to inure toa com- 
pany then constituted, but not yet organized. | 
ince that period a company kas been organized. 
It is now a company constituted and organized, | 
and if you repass the bill, even as it originally | 
passed the House, you carry out the very object | 
that was had in view by those who made this 
alteration. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Allow me to call the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Louisiana to the fact that 
he has misconstrued the bill as it passed the 
House. The bill, as it passed the House, con- 
tained a provision that the lands should not inure 
to any company ‘heretofore constituted and or- 
ganized,” The change which was made was 
to substitute ‘and’? for ‘or’? so that the land 
should not inure to any company heretofore con- 
stituted ‘and’? organized. Now, I propose to 
ass it in the precise language of the original į 
ouse bill, so that it shall read that the land shall | 
not inure to any company heretofore constituted 
or organized. As the company to which the Sen- 
ator alludes is both constituted and organized, 
it certainly cannot take, in any event, under this 
grant. Under the grant I propose by my amend- 
ment, no company heretofore constituted or or- 
_ ganized can take the land, and it leaves it to a 
fature Legislature of the Territory of Minnesota 
to provide what disposition shall be made of the | 
grant, and all companies are cut off. . 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator put in 
€s future Legislature. ”’ if 
Mr. DOUGLAS. TI will, with pleasure. Iso || 
modify it in the third section. H 
Mr. CHASE, I would suggest to the Senator || 
from Illinois the expediency of withdrawing this i 
proposition as an amendment, and passing itas a | 
separate bill after having concurred in the action 
of the House. The House has already taken that 
action, in vindication of its honor, and in vindi- 
cation of the legislation of the country, which it 
deemed requisite. Anything less than concurrence 
with the House in that action would hardly be 
` that courtesy which is due from one branch of the | 
Legislatureto the other. While there is no Sena- | 
tor who desires to deprive the Territory of Min- | 
nesota of the grant of land, many Senators will | 
be constrained, both from their original principles | 
in respect to these grants, and also from their def- 
erence to the House, to vote against this proposi- 
tion as an amendment, though they would cheer- 
fully consent to allow the Senate to take it up and i} 
pass it as an independent proposition. 

Mr. PEARCE, I do not think I shall be able |! 
to agree with the Senator from Ilinois. [ think |! 
there is, without being able to say what the || 
cause for itis, a stain on our legislation. I feel i 
that it cannot be wiped away except by an un-i! 
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conditional repeal; and I believe, though I will 
not give my reasons for that belief, since Í do not 
think it would be. parliamentary, that this is the 
only way in which we can effect that purpose, 
and repeal the bill which has erroneously passed 
into law. After this amendment shall have been 
adopted, and the repeal effected, I shall be per- 
fectly willing to vote for the bill of the Senator 
from Ilinois, if he will present it asan independent 
proposition. ‘Phen it will be in the power of the 
House to do what they think proper. I think, 
by departing from that plan, you will, in effect, 
Brough not in form and intention, sanction the 
wrong which has been committed, and, therefore, 
make the evil double.- 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is evident to every one 
here that the character of legislation in this in- 
stance has assumed somewhat an aspect of vin- 
dictiveness. There has been irritation gotten up 
on this subject; and though 1 have no idea that 
gentlemen are conscious of the fact, it does carry 
with it something of the aspect of vindictiveness; 
and whenever that is the case, there is almost 
always something that is not right. 

The Senator from Illinois proposes to enact the 
original bill precisely as the House passed it, and 
as they declarethey meant. What morecan they 


ask? The House passed the bill originally. We | 


know very well that it is difficult to get such bills 
through that House. If we send this proposition 
back without amending it in the manner in which 
the Senator from Illinois proposes, and if we after- 
wards send a bill making a grant of land, we send 


it to ite certain death. Is it right to act upon the | 
interests of a people living at a distance in this 


manner, when they have no representative on this 
floor, and when we must see the result to which 
it willlead? Why notdo what ought to be satis- 
factory to the House, and so far as coercion may 
be considered to be used in it, use the coercion 
which is necessary; that is to say, exercise our 
proper rights here to pass the bill as the House 
originally passed it. What more can they ask, 
or what more ought to be done? I cannot see 
thet more ought to be demanded or expected in 
justice. It is proposed to pass the bill precisely 
as the House originallW passed it, and as they 
declare they meant. When we dothat, assuredly 
it ought to be sufficient. l hope the amendment 
of the Senator from Illinois will prevail. 

Mr. SEWARD. dt seems to me, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that if we are under any obligation to act 


upon this subject at all, itis on the ground of 


comity to the House of Representatives. It is in 
the House of Representatives that this mistake 
has occurred; it is the House of Representatives 
that seeks to correct the mistake. The committee 
of the House has reported that no one is in fault, 
and it has reported one remedy as sufficient to 
vindicate the House. The House has dissented 


| from its committee, and has adopted another and 


more extreme remedy; and if we are to act upon it 


House, with our coöperation, to vindicate its own 
integrity, and the integrity of its records; and if 
80, they are to be the judges of what the form of 
this vindication should be. Therefore, it seems 
to me that while we should allow the bill they 


also free liberty to correct the mistake, and, at 
the same time, as it seems to me, we could mani- 
fest adherence to our original intention, in the 
form in which we have once already expressed it; 


that is, to give the same quantity of land as before, | 
and for the same purpose, to the Territory of || 
Minnesota. The form in which we shall do it is 


not very material; but I am inclined to think that 
that would be the proper course, and it would be 


more in accordance with the spirit in which we | 
| should act towards the House. [think we should | 
pass the repealing clause by itself, and then make | 


the grant in a separate bill. 
Mr. BROWN. 
ate to pass the bill as it came from the House of 
Representatives, I have no objection; but if amend- 
ments are offered and adopted, | shall conceive it 
to be my duty te propose more amendments. 


| 


; at all, it seems to me it should be to allow the | 


| 
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If it be the temper of the Sen- | 


Hi 
have sent here to pass, we should allow them | 


The Senate passed the Minnesota railroad«bill, 
and passed a great many other railroad bills; but 
the Minnesota bill seems to be the only onë which 
received any favor in the House of Representa- 
tives. Now, if, in the ptesent state of this affair, 
we are disposed to send back @@® Mianesota rail- 
road bill to the House, I know of no reason why 
we should not send back to them other. railroad 
bills which we have passed. Two or three have 
been passed for the benefit of my State; one or 
two for the benefit of your State, Mr, President, 
(Mr. Waxker in the chair,] some for the ben- 
efit of the State of my friend from Louisiana; and 
some for the benefit of other States. I know not, 
sir, what view you and other gentlemen may take 
of this subject; but 1 know of no reason’ which 
should induce me to vote for a railroad for Min- 
nesota which should not be equally binding upon 
me to vote for a railroad bill in Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, in Michigan, or in other States 
of the Union. Why this Territory should be se- 
lected out as.the pet child of the nation, | am 
unable to understand. Now, when we have the 
whole matter in our own hands, I, for one, am for 
defeating this whole proposition, or else for in- 


| ducing the House to take up the remainder of our 


railroad bills and pass them. They have thought 
proper to repeal the Minnesota bill, and send it 
back to us. TheSenator from Ilinois proposes 
to reinstate the original Minnesota bill, by way of 
amendment to that act of repeal; and if that be 


done, fam disposed to put my Mississippi rail- 


road bills in the same act, as amendments, and 
send them to the House of Representatives, and 
say to them ‘Jet the Minnesota railroad bill stand 
as it is, or we will do nothing.” 

If, however,-as I said in the outset, it be the 
temper of the Senate to concur with the House in 
the repeal of the Minnesota bill, and then to adopt 
the views of the Senator from Ohio, and reénact 
the Minnesota bill afterwards, as a separate meas- 
ure, l, for one, will stand aloof. I shall not, how- 
ever, consent to see the Minnesota bill passed a 
second time through the Senate, and go to the 


House, giving favors to that Territory, to the èx- 


clusion of all the land States in the Union. I 
know of no reason why my State, and half a 
dozen other land States, should not receive, at the 
hands of the Government, favors at least equal to 
that which you give to the Territory of Minne- 
sota. With that view I give notice to the Senate 
now, that when it shall be in order, I mean to 
move my Mississippi land bill as an amendment 
to the proposition of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. WELLER. I sincerely hope we may be 
able to obtain a vote now. Every Senator here 
must be ready to vote upon the question. If the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Illinois 
be adopted, the effect will be to make that the law 
of the land, which neither branch of Congress 
ever intended should become a law. That willbe 
the inevitable effect, whether the Senator from Mi- 
nois desires it or not. Such, in my judgment, 
must be the effect. There willbe no great public 
loss in postponing this question till the next ses- 
sion. At the next session we can pass the ori- 
ginal bill, as the House intended it sheuld pass. In 
the mean time, the temper in which the House 
have passed this bill, clearly demonstrates that 
they intend to do nothingsbut wipe out this law; 
and, under the circumstances, I am in favor of 
wiping it out. . . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Illinois to the amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. Iproposetot ¢Senator from 
Illinois, if he pleases, to strike out the last sec- 
tion of his amendmeni—the one repealing the 
former law. : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. There would not be any ne- 
cessity for reénacting the law, if the old one were 
not repealed. 

Mr. DAWSON. I do not wish both to go to- 
gether. I wish to separate them. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My idea is to put them both 
together, so as to save time and carry out the 
wishes of Congress, so that Minnesota shall have 
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the grant; but.that it shall not go to. certain comi- 


Ev o : ‘ 
P Mr. HOUSTON... As. the House have. taken 
action on this subject, | shall vote, under the cir- 
eumstances, to concur literally in the provision 
made by the House, and Jet them adjudicate their 
own matters which originated.in that body. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 

“upon, the amendment to the amendment, resulted 

=~yeas.15, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS-—-Moegers.. Allen, ‘Atchison, Bright, Brodhead, 
Cooper, Dodge of Lowa, Dauglas, Geyer, Johnson, Jones of 

: Fowa, Mallory, Mogon, Stuart, Toombs, and ‘Toucey—15. 

NAYS Messrs. Manis, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brown, 
Boner, Chase, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Fes- 
¿senden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, Houston, Mason, 
Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Seward, Slidell, 
Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—28. 
` So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected ; and the question recurred upon the original 
amendment offered by Mr. Pearce. 

Mr. BROWN. After the vote which has just 
been taken, I shall not propose the amendment of 
which I gave notice. 
` Mr. STUART. Mr. President, I should not 
say a word further on this subject, for 1 have heen 
“desirous all day to save time, but for a suggestion 
from the Senator from Georgia which seemed to 
intimate that | was very wrong in objecting to the 
bill which came from the House. {Í endeavored 
to state very distinctly that my obfect was to have 
that bill referred to a standing committee of the 
Senate, to inquire into the facts, and to report im- 
mediately what action, in the opinion of that com- 
mittee, the Senate ought to take. | thoughtit was 
not proper, without any examination at all, to re- 
peal this act; but a decided majority of the Senate 
evidently think otherwise. Now, sir, lam not 

oing to put mys:lf in resistance to the will of the 
Benne. I have done enough, with what [ shall do 
hereafter, to show the correctness and constancy 
of my views. But, sir, to show the propriety of 
this sort of legislation, I ask the attention of the 
Senate for a minute while I state a fact which has 
occurred on the civil and diplomatic bill, to show 
how accidents happen, and with what propriety 
we act upon them. i 

To the civil and diplomatic bill the chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce, of which committee 
Tam a member, offered an amendment in the Sen- 
ate, to provide for the erection of certain custom- 
houses and certain marine hospitals, all as one 
amendment. He stated so distinctly when he 
offered it, and the Senate voted on itas one amend- 
ment, and adopted it. The clerks of this body 
certified it to the other House as two amendments 
—one for custom-houses and the other for marine 
hospitals. The Flouse of Representatives agreed 
to$both of them; but the clerks of the House of 
Representatives certified to the committee of con- 
ference that the House of Representatives had 
disagreed to both of them, and they had it so be- 
fore them to-day. Here, sir, was a clear and 


censure—such an error as must inevitably occur 


when there is such confusion as we know some- į 


times exists here. Here wasan error of theclerks 


of both Houses, misrepresenting the action of f 
j With equal propriety, I think, | 
might some Senator get up here and move to re- $ 


‘both Houses. 
pea the civil and diplomatic bill as to repeal the 
Minnesota land grant, because our own clerks have 
madea mistake. We see fit to say, by this bill, 
(and it can receive no other interpretation,) that 
we will sacrifice, so far as we hold the power, the 
interests of the people of the Territory of Minne- 
sota because our officers have done wrong. Mr. 


respect, I apprehend, for the House of Represen- 
tatives as any other Senator, I cannot makeup my 
mind that it is my duty to vote for. 

Mr. RUSK. I have uniformly voted for grants 
of lands for railroads. I think it is good policy. 
Tam _ willing to vote for them again. But asa 
friend of that system of granting lands for the con- 
struction of railroads, I shall vote for the repeal 
of this law. Tt has a suspicion thrown around it. 
There are many charges that those laws are the 
result of combinations of companies. i think the 
only way and the best way for this interest is to 
répeal this law, and act fairly upon it anew. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WALKER.) 
The Chair will obgerve, in justification of the 
clerks of the Senate, that he took oceasion to-day 
to examine, with one of the clerks, the condition 


f : A | defend or protect their rights. 
unqualified error, without intention and without | 


|| This could have been done, but it was not. 


of the piposition mentioned by. the Senator from 
Michigan, and he found that they were in fact 
two separate propositions, and two separate sec- 
tions; one section for custom-houses and another 
for marine hospitals. - / 

Mr. STUART. They may have been so cer- 
tified, but the.Senator from Maint, chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce, of which | am a 
member, was directed by the committee to report 
them as one amendment. He so reported them, 
and he so stated them from his seat, and they 
were so understood by the Senators around him. 
Now, I do not wish the Chair, or the Senate, or 
the clerks, to understand that { complain of them. 
1 say there is no blame on account of it, but it is 
one of those accidents which will happen when, at 
the heel of a session, you are doing things by the 
way of what I call a stampede. 

Mr. BAYARD. There is a wide difference be- 
tween the two cases, however. In the case aŭ- 
verted to by the honorable Senator from Michigan, 
supposing there is an error, it is an error of slight 
inattention or neglect in the course of business. 
Without saying anything as to the motive in the 
other case, It was a deliberate and intended error 
at least. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to ask, in justification 
of the clerks, whether the propositions referred to 
by the Senator from Michigan were not voted 
upon separately in the Senate. 

Several Senators. That is out of order. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment of Mr. Pearce, to add the fol- 
lowing additional section: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the bill, entitled 
“An act to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the construc- 
tion of a railroad therein,” which passed the House of Rep- 
Tesentatives on the 20th day of June, 1854, and which was 
approved by the President of the United States, on the 29th 
of June, 1854, be, and the same is hereby, repealed; 


and resulted—yeas 36, nays 10; as folows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Benja- 
min, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Daw- 
son, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, 
Gwin, Houston, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mason, Norris, 
Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Seward, Slidell, 
Sumner, Toombs, ‘Foucey, Wade, Watker, and Welier— 


NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
Towa, Douglas, Geyer, Fames, Johnson, Jones of lowa, 


Mallory, and Stuart—10. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON. The Minnesota land bill is | 


about to berepealed. The advantages which were 
conceded by the bill in the first place, as it passed 
the House, and not as igstands, are now virtually 
repealed. It is done, I believe, under a spirit of 
irritation which pervaded the other House, and the 
general spirit of opposition to the granting of al- 
ternate sectionsin aid of railroads. All the people 
of that distant Territory are interested in this mat- 
ter. We have exercised over them a guardian care 
hitherto. They have no voice upon this floor to 
There should have 
been calm consideration in this matter, particularly 


when no individual fraud is alleged. There should y 


have been some reference of the question to the 
appropriate committee, and we should have had 
their report before acting upon the subject. If it 
was necessary to have an immediate report, I trust 
there is sufficient confidence on the part of this 
bedy in the Committee on Public Lands to believe 
that they would have made an immediate report. 
The 
fever that has raged in the House has reached this 
body, and the friends of the system of alternate 
sections have turned the cold shoulder to it. They 


; i ` i 1 | have struck it a blow; and I cannot refrain from 
President, that is a doctrine which, with as much | 


saying, Mr. President, that I believe they have 


|| struck down the last hope of the new States, and 


I fear we shall get no more grants of this charac- 
ter. There is now amongst those who advocate 
the policy of this class of measures, a war, which 


must afford high gratification to those who have | 


so bitterly opposed everything like relief to those 
who have suffered beneath the curses of your 
whole public land system. That is the way in 
which the matter stands. Now, sir, 1 have noth- 
ing more to say so far as I am concerned; no con- 
stituents of mine suffer by this act; but I wish to 


| call attention to the fact, that a people who have 


no voice on this floor to defend or protect them, 


are the victims of this policy. I think it is a piece į 


of bare naked injustice. è 
The bill was reported to the Senate, aS amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in, and 


ordered to be engrossed, and«the bill to be read 
a third time. The bill, as amended, was read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. PEARCE. i move to amend the title, by 
adding ‘ and for other purposes.” 

Mr. GEYER. kshould like to have the. title 
amended so as to indicate the objects of the bill, 
and that can be done by adding: ‘* and lo repeal 
the act to aid the Territory of Minnesota in the 
construction of a railroad therein;’’ so that when 
persons read the title of the act, they will know 
what it contains. 

Mr. PEARCE. Very well; that can be done 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WELLER. | propose that we change the 
order of the sections of the bill. Let the repeal- 


| ing section come first, and then the pension. Ido 


not like this putting the cart before the horse. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That cannot 
be done, as the bill has been passed. The ques- 
tion now is on amending the title, as proposed by 
the Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the title,as 
amended, was adopted. 

MESSAGE PROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. WEBSTER, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had, this day, approved 
and signed the following acts: ; 

An act granting the right of way over,and depos 


‘grounds on, the military reserve at Fort Gratiot, 


in the State of Michigan, to the Port Huron and 
Lake Michigan Railroad Company z and 

An act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy and José 
Maria Jarrero. 

RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 

Mr. MASON, from. the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was. referred the message of 
the President of the United States. of the Ist of the 
present month, in reply to the resolution of the 
Senate, asking information. “ whether anything 
has arisen. since the date of his message to the 
House of Representatives of the 15th March last, 


_coneerning our relations with the Government of 


Spain; which, in his opinioa, may dispense with 
the suggestions therein contained, touching the 
propriety of ‘provisional measures’ by Congress, 


.to meet any exigency that may arise in the recess 
_of Congress affecting -those relations,” reported 


that the committee entirely concur with the Pres- 
ident in the declaration. contained in his message 
to the House of Representatives, and reiterated in 
his message to the Senate, that ‘ in view of the 
position of the Island of Cuba, its proximity to our 
coast, the relations which it must ever bear to our 
commercial and other interests, it is vain to ex- 
pect that a series of unfriendly acts, infringing owr 
commercial rights, and the adoption of a policy 
threatening the honor and security of these States, 
can long exist with peaceful relations; ” and are 
satisfied that, whatever measures may be found 
necessary to insuze the future security and repose 
to the country, (menaced from. the quarter ingi- 
cated, and to vindicate the honor of our flag, wili 
be adopted by Congress. An earnest hope, both 
on the part of the President and of Congress, that 
the difficulties with Spain, referred to in the mes- 
sage, would have been adjusted before the term-. 
ination of the present session by an amicable 
arrangement, has,as it would appear, caused both 
to forbear, until but a short interval remains be- 
tween the close of the present and the stated com- 
mencement of the next meeting of Congress. 
The full repafation that has been demanded by 
the Executive, with adequate guarantees for the 
future, will aloné satisfy the just expectations of 


| the country; and the committee would not hesitate 


to recommend the ‘*provisional measures” sug- 
gested by the President, to be executed by him in 
the recess of Congress, even under the difficulties 
of maturing them when the elose of the session is 
already at hand, were the interval to be long be- 
fore the next meeting of Congress. As that will 
be, however, but of four months’ duration, they 
have deemed it better, on the whole, to leave the 
subject, as it is at present, with the Executive. 
Should the occasion unfortunately render it neces- 
sary, it must, of course, occupy the earliest atten- 
tion of Congress at its next meeting. And for the 
above reasons the committee ask to be discharged. 

The committee was discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject, and the report. was 
ordered to be printed. 
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NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending 30th of | 
June, 1653, the pending question being on.the | 
T arent of Mr. Maxtory to provide a retired 

Ist. 

Mr. MALLORY called for the yeas ahd nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 29, nays 13; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Brodbead, 
Brown, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, 
Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Gwin, Houston, 
James, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 
Mason, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Sum- 
ner, Thomson of New Jersey, Walker, and Weller—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, 
Evans, Geyer, Morton, Norris, Pettit, Stuart, Toombs, and 
‘Foucey—13. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. Ihave another amendment: 

Andbe it further enacted, That naval pursers shall here- 
after be styled paymasters, and all laws, rules, and regula- 
tions applying to pursersshall apply to them as paymasters : 
Provided, That this change of name shall not be held to 
affect their pay, rank, or duty. 

That is simply a change in the name of a grade 
of officers. No money or interest is concerned in 
it one way ov another. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think this is very idle legis- 
lation. We all know what pursers are. I cannot 
conceive the necessity for this. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. I offer the following: 

ind be it further enacted, That the two general orders of 
the Secretary of the Navy, dated August 31, 1846, and May 
27, 1847, upon relative rank, shall have the force and effect 
of law. 

That is to legalize the relative rank of pursers 
and surgeons in the Navy as it now exists. It is 
deemed to be necessary in consequence of: an 
opinion of the Attorney General that it is a mat- 
ter coming within the cognizance of Congress, and 
not that of the Secretary of the Navy. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. l have one other amend- 


ment: 

And he it further enacted, That the pay of the boat- 
swains, gunners, carpenters, and sailmakera of the Navy, 
shail be as follows: On leave or waiting orders, per an- 
num, 3600; shore duties, per annum, 700; sea service, 
per annum, $900; and an addition of two per centum upon 
the foregoing rates for every year’s sea service, and an ad- 
dition upon sea pay of ten per centum when serving in 
ships with four hundred men, and twenty per centum 
when serving in ships with nine hundred men. 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. I hope the bill will now be 
ordered to its third reading. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is now in the 
Senate, and [havean amendment to offer. Ipro- 
pose to strike out the clause appropriating $13,400 
for the navy-yard at Memphis, and to insert the 
amendment which I offer in these words: 

ind be it further enacted, That all the grounds and ap- 
purienances thereto belonging, known as the Memphis 
navy. yard, Shelby county, Tennessee, be, and the same are 
hereby, ceded to the mayor and aldermen of the city of 
Memphis, for the use and benefitof said city ; and that the 
Secretary of the Navy order the commandant of the said |} 
navy-yard at Memphis to surrender to the mayor of Mem- | 
phis said property. 

Gentlemen have said that it was nonsense to | 
have this navy-yard. I hope the Senators from 
Maryland, [Mr. Pearce,} Missouri, (Mr. Arcut- 
son,] and Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,} will vindicate 
the amendment. | 

Mr. TOOMBS. I understand from the Sena- i 
tor from Tennessee that the grounds were given 
for this purpose by the city of Memphis. If that 
be so, believing that it is unwise in the Govern- | 
ment to appropriate them for any such purpose, || 
I will return them with a great deal of pleasure, |i 
so far as | have power. i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In order to sat- jj 
isfy the Senator, I propose to read from a report 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN. Oh, no! We will take it for, 
granted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
right about the facts; and I shall hold the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and especially the Sen- 
ator from California, [Mr. Gwiy,] responsible for 
them. Here is an extract from a report made by 
that Senator from the committee two years ago: 


« By the act of [5th June, 1844, Congress authorized the 
selection and purchase of a site for a navy-yard and depot 
at Memphis, the language of said act being as follows; 


I wish to stand || 


| to purchase any water-rights which may be necessary to | 


“t That the President of the United States be, and he is | 
hereby, authorized to select and purchase a site for a navy- | 
yard and depot at the city of Memphis, and to erect such | 


buildings, and make such improvements thereon, as may || 0 read the law in regard to it. 


be necessary for the construction and repair, and for the | 
accommodation and supply of vessels of war of the United | 
States; and that the President is authorized and empowered ' 


The amendment was agreed to—ayes nineteen, 


noes not counted. 


Mr. MASON, I wish to offeran amendment 


propel the machinery appertaining to said navy-yard, or || [0 the bill to provide for the introduction of gas 


whieh may be useful in the operations of said navy-yard ; |i 
and that he be further empowered to receive any donations i 
of Jands water rights, or rights of way, which the author- |; 
ities of the city of Memphis, or any other body-corporate, ! 


into the navy-yard at Portsmouth, Virginia. 1 
| understand it has met the approbation of the 
committee, and is recommended by the head of 


or any person or persons, may deem proper to make or jj the Bureau. 


grant to the Governinent of the United States; and that the 
sum of $100,000 be appropriated,’ &e. 

“ In pursuance of this law, a site was selected within the 
city of Memphis, by a board of officers duly appointed for 


that purpose. A number of private lots, and a large portion | 


i| Mr. GWIN. I have no objection to that. 
Mr. MASON. Theamendment will be in the 
following clause: 


Norfolk, Virginia.—For brick saw-sheds, completing 


i 
{ 


of the ‘publie landing,’ and of several streets and alleys, i! store-house No. 14, sheds and machinery for saw-mill, set- 


were included within the limits of the site thus selected for | 
the navy-yard and depot. These private lots were sold by i 
the owners to the corporation of Memphis, at a price be- į 
lieved to have been very inadequate; and the said corpo- jį 
ration, with the consent and approval of the citizens, in | 


| public meeting assembled, conveyed the whole property to Í k s $ E -a 
the United States, without demanding anything more than |! 4nd pipes for lighting ground and building, 


ting up engine, boilers, and machinery, culvert, continua- 
tion of quay walls, dredging channel, reservoir, commenc- 
ing foundry, and machinery for the same, extension of 
ship-house and slip, and repairs of all kinds, $152,281. 


To insert after “slip” the words ‘* gas fixtures 
33 
and 


the cost of the private property which had been purchased | to make the appropriation, $162,281. 


as aforesaid. 


secure to that city the advantages of such a naval estab- 
lishment as had been provided for in the law above quoted. 
For the same reason, the Legislature of the State surren- 


dered jurisdiction over the premises to the United States.”? | 


That was the report of the committeetwo years | 
ago. If thatis nonsense, just give it back to us, | 
and let us have it. 

Mr.GWIN. The first question is on striking | 


out the appropriation for the navy-yard at Mem- | 


phis entirely. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WALKER.) 


Will the Senator from California allow the Chair | 


to make a suggestion? The Senator from Ten- 
nessee proposes to strike out a certain part of the 
bill, and then comes up his amendment to insert, as 
follows: “ thatall the grounds and appurtenances 
thereto belonging,” &c. 
something previous. 


Mr. GWIN. Belonging to the navy-yard at | 


7 


Memphis. isuggest to the Senator that he should | 


let it be an additional section. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not desire the 
Congress of the United States to make an appro- | 
priation for the navy-yard, and then giveit away. | 
My proposition is to strike out the appropriation | 
for the navy-yard. Strike that out, and then I | 
shall offer this as an additional section. 

Mr. GWIN. Thatisit. The first question is | 
on striking out the appropriation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair) 
wishes to call the attention of the Senator from 
Tennessee to the reading of what he proposes to | 
insert in the biil. 


It is a separate section: ‘that | 


all the grounds and appurtenances thereto belong- ; 
ing, known as the Memphis navy-yard, Shelby | 
county, Tennessee.” Then it is not designed to | 
| 


be attached to any other part of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My purpose is to 
strike out the appropriation for the navy-yard at 
Memphis; and then P shall move that as a separate | 
and additional section. | 


navy-yard at Memphis,” because that is not in | 
the amendment. | 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Of course that is . 


in it. : 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question i 
į then is on striking out the following clause: i] to extend the time. 


Memphis, Tennessec.—For excavation and embankment, 


smiths? shop, store-house, and repairs of all kinds, | 


$13,400. 7 
The motion to strike out was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. Now, the question is on theaddi- | 


tional section. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
now arises on the amendment offered by the Sen- | 
! ator from Tennessee, in the form of an additional 


| section. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BELL. ‘Phe bill is now in the Senate. I 


renew the proposition which was rejected when 


it was before the Senate as in Committee of the | 
| Whole: 


Provided, That the accounting officers of the Treasury, 


and passed to bis credit on the hooks of the Treasury De- 


partment, from his salary as acting purser, provided for by i 


the aet making appropriations for the naval service of the 
countrygor the year ending the 30th of June, 1853. 


I propose not to say a word upon the subject, 


y The motive for this Jiberality on the part of | 
the citizens and public authorities of Memphis, was to | 


‘“ Thereto,” points to | 


in settling the accounts of the late navy agent at Memphis, | 
shali not deduct the sum of 22,964 59, received by him, i 


The gas has been introduced into the town. 
| The object of, the amendment is to introduce it 
into the navy-yard and the large public building 
there. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The amendments were then ordered to be en- 


grossed, and the bill ordered to a third reading. 
{t was read a third time, and passed. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
|| lowing enrolled bills and joint resolution: 

‘| An act to constitute Pilatkaand Bayport,in the 
| State of Florida, ports of delivery respectively, 
|| and Keokuk and Dubuque, in the State of Iowa; 
| 
| 


| 
i 


An act making appropriations for light-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
|| other purposes; 
i| An act for the relief of William J. McElhiney, 


| E. T. Matthews, and Lawrence Cribben; J 


A joint resolution for the relief of brevet Cap- 
tain J. H. Lendrum; and : 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Helen McKay, 
widow of the late Colonel Æneas McKay, deputy 
quartermaster general of the United States Army. 

Which were thereupon signed by the President 
pro tempore. 

EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. STUART. I placed on the table yester- 


i| day a resolution for the purpose of extending this 


session if it should become necessary. I have 
been appealed to by several Senators to call it up, 
and let be disposed of. ł should like to do so at 
this time, prefacing it simply by saying that, indi- 
vidually, } have no solicitude about it. I have 
been informed by the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
that it will perhaps be impossible, or very difi- 
cult, some say impossible, for them to read all the 
enrolled bills between this andthe time fixed for 
adjournment. I only want to take up the regolu- 


|| tion, and let the Senate dispose of it as they think 


| proper. The time has arrived, when, if anything 
| is to be done, it should be disposed of. 

| Mr. GWEN. Iam informed that the House 
have acted upon this question, and have refused 
I hope the Army appropria- 
Faas $ . 

| tion bill will be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion of 
|; the Senator from Michigan is first in order. The 
esolution was introduced yesterday, and the ques- 
‘| tion is on taking it up. 

Mr. GWIN. [hope it will not be taken up. 

{| Mr. PETTIT. We had better exercise a little 
| ealmness and caution in what we are doing. [I 
am informed, and } do not doubt its truth, that 
if the bills which we must necessarily pass before 
we adjourn, were at this hour in the hands of the 
i clerks in the Secretary’s office, they could not be 
i enrolled by twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

i Mr. GWIN. Who is your informant? 

| 

i 


Mr. PETTIT. That is what I feel under no 
obligation to answer, although desiring to be very 
polite in that. 
| Mr. GWIN. Iam utterly opposed——- 
| Mr. PETTIT, Ibeleve {have the floor. If 
i! the Senator has it he can proceed to talk. We 
i! have legislative business which must be acted 
i upon; we must have an Executive session for 


? 


necessary, they will accede to it. The House jj 


“the country. from: disgrace and ruin, rescind the 


_ Weller—27. 


-and if it stands seven hundred “years, those bills i 


_ August 3, 


will take but a short time—and for the confirma- 
tion of a few more appointments; and it is certain 
that we cannot, without leaving everything in 
perfect confusion and chaos, adjourn at twelve 
o’clock to-morrow. We ought, theréfore, to ex- 
tend the session until Monday at twelve o’clock. 
That will, give time enough, in my opinion, I 
am, satisfied, notwithstanding the House has 
refused to extend the time, that if we send them 
a resolution with a discreet committee, if it be 


is composed of reasonable, sensible men; and it 
seems to me that we should, to save ourselves and |i 


adjournment, resolution so. far as to extend the ses: || 
sion to Monday, noon. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ihave a speech to make on 
this ‘dubject in three words. 1 ask for the yeas || 
and nays on the resolution. 

Mr. PRATT. I rise toa point of order. The 
question is simply whether the Senate will take up 
the resolution ? 

Mr. CLAY. It has been taken, up. 

Mr. PRATT. I do not so understand it, 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 
put the question. Will the Senate proceed to the | 
consideration of the resolution? i 

Mr. GWIN. And on that question I ask for the | 
yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish to state to the Senate that 
Tam one of the members of the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, and that I concur fully in what was 
said by the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Pertit.] 
T.do not believe we can possibly get through by 
twelve o’clock to-morrow. We cannot read over 
the bills, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Mesurs. Allen, Atchison, Brodhead, Brown, But- 
ler, Casa, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Foot, 
Hovaton, Hunter, Jones of Towa, Jones of Tennessee, Mal- 
lory, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Sinart, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Walker, and 


li 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, 
Chase, Cooper, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Gey- 
er, Gillette, Gwin, Johnson, Pratt, Rockwell, Seward, 
Slidell, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, and 
‘Wade —23. 

‘S0 the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution; which was 
as follows: , 

Resolved, (the Hourè of Representatives concurring,) 
That the time fixed by the resolution of the lst July, for the 
adjournment of the present session of Congress be, and the 
same is hereby, extended to the =- instant, at twelve 
‘o'clock meridian. 

Mr. STUART. I move to fill the blank by in- 
serting “Monday next, the 7th instant.” 

The amendment was agreed to; and the ques- 
tion recurred on the resolution, as amended. 

Mr. PRATT. The simple result of the adop- 
tion of the resolution will be that we shall sit all 
Sunday night instead of to-night. Under it we 
ahall adjourn on Monday. We shall meet to- 
morrow and Saturday, and sit here all Saturday 
night and Sunday. 

À Oh no. 


everal SENATORS. 
Mr. PRATT. There will be no other result 
from it. We have experienced it heretofore. I 


| months; the House of Representatives would not 


| ation bills could be passed, and we could leave for 


| resolution. We can adjourn to-morrow attwelve | 
| o'clock just as readily, and do the business as 


i 


| ecutive business. 


; be appointed by the President pro tempore: and Mr. Nor- 
RIS, Mr. Rusk, and Mr. MORTON were appointed. 


the end of time, and then they will not be ready to | 
adjourn any more than they will be to-morrow at | 
twelve o’clock. 
its own order. As totheten million dollar appro- 
priation, we have had the question up for three 


agree to it; there is no necessity forit, none-in the 
world. We have no speck of war; there is no | 
danger of anybody attacking us. ‘The appropri- 


home in six hours.. There is no necessity for the 


well, as two months hence; and the result will be | 
the same as I havesaid. As for being ready, you 
never will be ready. You never were ready. 
Nobody was ever done with legislative business. 
It is an eternal, perpetual business. — 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. PRATT and Mr. TOOMBS called for the | 
yeas and nays; and they were, ordered, and 
taken—yeas 24, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Brown, Butler, Cass, 
Clay, Dodge, of lowa, Douglas, Foot, Houston, Hunter, 
Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pet- 
tit, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Toucey, Walker, and Weller—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, 
Chase, Cooper, Dawson, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitz- | 
patrick, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Johnson, Pratt, Rockwell, 
Seward, Slidell, Sumner, Toombs, and Wade—23. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. It is necessary at this 
stage of the business that the Senate should go, 
fora brief period, into Executive session, The 
Army appropriation bill, of course, will be next 
taken up; and before that is done, we should con- 
sider Executive business, which will not occupy 
more than five minutes. I therefore move that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of Ex- 


The motion was agreed to—ayes 22, noes 10. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to the con- | 
sideration of Executive business; and, after some- 
time, the doors were reopened, 


POST OFFICE BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
t nouncing that the House had agreed to some and 
disagreed to other amendments of the Senate to 
the bill making appropriations for the service of 
| the Post Office Department, during the fiscal year | 
j ending the 30th of June, 1855. 
| Mr. HUNTER. I move that the Senate insist 
on their amendments to the bill, disagreed to by | 
the House, and ask a committee of conference on 
the disagreeing votes of thetwo Houses. On that 
committee | do not wish to be placed. | 

The motion was agreed to. 


| On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the managers on the part of the Senate 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


hope the resolution will not be adopted, - 

Mr. CLAY. I trust, if the resolution is not |! 
adopted, that those Senators will assist us who || 
are engaged in reading the bills. i 

Mr. TOOMBS. We agreed, about a month 
ago, that this session of Congress should close | 
to-morrow. We have plenty of time in which to 
dispose of the public business. The idea of the 
Senator from Indiana, that we cannot get through | 
the appropriation bills, is a mere idea. A few |) 
years.ago three or four of the most important ap- || 
propriation bills were not taken up in the Senate, |! 
on.account of their eagerness to pass the internal || 
improvement bill, until nine o’clock of the day on |i 
which the adjournment was to take place at twelve | 
o’clock, and they were accomplished. They were || 
all engrossed; and, Mr. President, a bill appro- |} 
priating public money never yet failed to get || 
through for want of labor to work it out. This 
Government has been in existence seventy years; || 


will never fail. They will all get through. There | 
Will be plenty of labor and of time. The lobby | 
will come and volunteer, without pay, to carry || 


| timate of the Secretary of War. 


The message from the House also announced 
that the Speaker had signed 

An act for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; and 

Anact to establish certain post roads. i 

The Preswenr pro tempore signed these bills, 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The first amendment was in the clause, ‘ For |i 
subsistence in kind, $1,028,497,” to make the ap- 4 


propriation, $1,285,621 25. i 
Mr, HUNTER. That is according to me | 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to strike out the fol- | 
lowing proviso: j 


Provided, That so much of all laws heretofo¥e passed i 


which authorize the appointment of military officers to su« Ì 


Ho soldier is unworthy ? 


ji from the right to be selected as 


perintend the operations at the national armories be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed; and from and after the passage 


| of this act, it shall be the duty of the President of the Uni- 


ted States, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, to appoint a competent and well qualified civilian as 
superintendent at each of said armories. 

Mr. WELLER. That, I believe, is a question 
unon which the Senate committee equally divided. 
1 shall have to ask for the yeas and nays upon it. 
I understand that the House have agreed to a 
provision placing the superintendence of these 
armories under civil administration, The Com- 
mittee on Finance propose to strike that out. I 
ask for the yeas and nays upon the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of .Tennessee. Iam in favor of 
striking out that proviso; and, as the best argu- 
ment l can make, I send to the Secretary, and ask 
to have read, a letter from the War Department, 
in response to an interrogatory of the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

War DEPARTMENT, 

n WASHINGTON, July 26, 1854. 

Sır: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
25th instant, informing me that the Army appropriation bill 
has come to the Senate from the Rouse of Representatives, 
with a proviso requiring the removal of the ordnance offi- 
cers from the armories, while those works are still contin- 
ued under the direction of the Colonet of Ordnance, and 
requesting my opinion of the effect of the proposed change 
in the Jaw, and, in particular, whether the Department will 
experience any serious difficulty in executing the two laws 
in regard to the control and government of the armories, 

Jn reply I have the honor to say, that there will be fourid 
that difficulty, in the operation of the two laws which your 
letter indicates. The. one interposes a civil superintend- 
ency between the Colonel of Ordnance and the armories, 


‘in order to remove thé military control; while the other 


law requires Ihe military department to continue to exer- 
cise the control. Formerly, when civil superintendents 
were placed over the armories, the direct and efficient con- 
trol of the armories was, by law, vested in the military de- 
partment to which they belonged. The new law will create 
eaten which, to me, appears practically insurmount- 
abit. 

lt is the decided and repeatedly declared opinion of this 
Department, founded on the results of actuat experience, 
thatthe enactment of the proviso which has passed the 
House, will seriously impair the efficiency and utility of 
the national armories. The Jaw, as it now stands, pro- 
scribes no class, but anthorizes the President to select per- 
sons for the control and management of the publie armo- 
ries, from civil or inilitary life, and affords the greatest pos- 
sible latitude for proper selection. But, if it shall be de- 
termined by law that the public manufactories of arms for 
the military service ought not to be under the direction of 
military officers, then Lrespectfully suggest, that those es- 
tablishments ought not to be continued under the authority ' 
of a military department, but made independeut of it as a 
branch of the civil service. ‘The national armories, as now 
conducted, have been, and] think will be, highly useful es- 
tablishments; but if they are to become the objects of class 
legislation and partisan conflict, I believe it would be bet- 
ter to discontinue them, and to procure arms for the mili- 
tary service from private armories, by contract. 

Tam, however, as assured in the opinion that the muni- 
tions of war ought to be provided at public armories, under 
the direction of military officers, as that forts, arsenals, 
navy-yards, and dock yards, belonging to Government, 
ought to be controlled and administered by the officers of 
that department of the public service with which they are 
naturally counceted. [tis not necessary under such organ- 
ization—it is not true that the hired mechanics and work- 
men now employed at the armories are subject to military 
law, or restrained of any of their civil rights. Only the 
officers and enlisted men of the Army are subject to mili- 
tary law. The mechanics hired at all public works, en- 
gage only for such term as they please, and leave the service 
whenever it suits them. hatthe service is not a hard one 
is evidenced from the eagerness with which it is sought. 
In this respect, the nature of the contro} exercised by the 
military officers is the same at the armories as itis at the 
arsenals, in the navy yards, on the fortifications, the works 
of internat improvement, and wherever hired mechanies 
engage to execute any work for the military service. 

I have serious doubts if the continuance of the ar- 
mories in the manufacture of muskets is at this time ġe- 
sirable. We have now six hundred thousand stand of 
small arms in the United States arsenals, and a large num- 
ber have been distributed to the States. The many changes 
and improvements in fire arms reuder it unadvisable to 
accumulate a very large number of one model, and the dis- 
covery of weapons of greater range than muskets, make it 
doubtful if the musket will continue to form the principal 
weapon for toot soldiers, 

Tu conclusion, I would ask, why should the national ar- 
mories have been specially selected as trusts for which a 
Tt is not there alone that mechanics 
e employed in constructions and manufactnres for the 


j military service under officers both of the Army and of the 


Navy. It cannot be because the military profession implies 
ignorance of arms, or leads to carelessness in their manu- 
facture. n 

I believe the proposed exclusion of officers of the Army 
superintendents of the na- 
tional armories, to be a discrimination unmerited by their 
eonduct in peace and in war, uncalled. for. by considera- 


| tions for the public good, and probably detrimental to the 


efficiency of our military weapons. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 
Hou. James SHIELDS, Senate. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I will ask the Senator from 


1854. 


. 


from the War Department to be read, whether 
this matter has been up for consideration before 
the Committee on Military Affairs at all or not? 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Senator from Arkansas, | will state to the Senate 
that the Senator from Illinois, the chairman of the 
committee, (Mr. Sureips,} the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia, [Mr. WELLER,] and myself met, accord- 
ing to order, [ think on Monday last. I am not 
sure as to the day. The three of us concurred in 
support of this proposition. Since that time the 
Senator from Illinois has been called away by the 


sickness of one of his colleagues in the other jj 


House; and I believe every day since we have 
had a called meeting of the committee, not one of 
whom was there except the Senator from Califor- 
nia and myself. We refused to report any prop- 
osition which was before us, unless we were sat- 
ised that a majority of the committee approved 
it. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] 
concurs with us in this proposition. Having had 
no majority of the committee present, after the 
Senator from Ilinois left, we agreed to refer the 
communication of the Secretary of War to the 
Senate. We have had two or three meetings, but 
there was nobody there but the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia and myself. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is by the action of the 
Finance Cemmiitee, I understand, that this 
amendment is brought forward. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN. The Committee on Finance 
move to strike out the proviso. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As I understand 
it, this proviso comes from the House of Repre- 


Notat all; by the 


sentatives, and the Finance Committee propose || 


to Mrike it out. As many of the Committee on 
Military Affairs as were present instructed me to 
deliver to the Senate the communication of the 
Secretary of War in response to the interrogatory 

ropounded by our chairman, I have done so. 
That is all the connection we have had with it. , 

Mr. JOHNSON, What I wanted to know 
was, how the matter got before the Committee 
on Military Affairs? 

Mr. HUNTER. It is an amendment reported 
by the Committee on Finance, undoubtedly. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, sir, this matter comes 
up here now in the last hours of the session. I 
hope and trust that the provision which has been 
made by the House of Representatives will not 
be altered or changed. We havea letter from the 
War Department before us. It is on one side of 
the matter, and that is all that we have. I can 
state, what perhaps is familiar to the whole Sen- 
ate, that this subject has been before the House 
of Representatives for certainly more than one 
session; that it has had long and deliberate con- 
sideration there; that it has undergone repeated 


debate; that there have been many facts collected | 


upon it; that full reports have been made in regard 
to it; and after mature, long, and deliberate con- 
sideration, this is the action which has been had 
there. 1 believe the consideration that can be 
given to it by the Senate will amount to less than 
nothing. Certainly it will amount to nothing in 
regard to the investigation to be made by this 
body, of the amount of facts that can be brought 
before it properly now. It is a question as to 
whether military supervision should be extended 
over employments that are purely civil. I believe 
the military ought to be restricted to thelr own 
peculiar duties,and kept in their proper province, 
and clear of the politics of the country. I think 
that we ought to keep them cut of civil employ- 
ments, and leave it to civilians to perform the 
duties of civilians. I hope the Senate wili reflect 
thus much at least in agreeing to the amendment, 
that it will be a work in direct opposition ta, and 
in destruction of, what has been the result of the 
long and mature deliberation of the House; and 
that, if done at all, it will be done by us without 
consideration. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Although this is not a 


words to say in reply to the Senator from Ar- 
kansas. While this has not been debated in the 
Senate, it has been much considered inthe House 
of Representatives. 9 
have had much to do with it. They have had a 
sng and tediousinvestigationabout—what? Why, 
sir, to ascertain whether the superintendents of 


In reply to the j 


It got into that body. They | 


i 
į 


| ians. That is the whole subject. 
: law now stand? And what s the provision which 
‘the proposition now under consideration proposes 
to repeal? U.der the existing law, the President 
j of the United States has the right to select the 
j two superintendents of our armories either from 
| the civil or military list; and why should he not 
have that right? ds it not consistent with the 
provision of the Constitution conferring upon him 
ithe appointing power? The honorable Senator 


iefroma Arkansas says that this is purely a civil em- 


| ployment. How does that happen? Who is 
arm to be used in the military service, than a mil- 
itary man? tis an employment which requires a 
certain amount not only of military but mecnanical 
knowledge. 
in the country who has sufficient, or any reason- 
able degree of, military knowledge? 

Mr. JOHNSON. If my friend will allow me, 


is necessary for a man to make a musket, or any 
other weapon that has to be made? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. ‘The man who is to use 
“the weapon is most likely to know what kind of an 
arm should be made. Mechanics are employed 
jin most of the branches of the military service. 
: They are employed in fortifications. Does the 


| 
|i 


‘honorable Senator from Arkansas say that our | 


i fortifications should be constructed by men from 
i the civil list? Mechanics are employed in the 
; Army generally, A gratuitous cry has been got 


| up by some gentlemen in relation to this matter, 


| and a collision attempted to be produced between 
i the military men and the mechanics of the coun- 
i try. The great body of the mechanics have noth- 
| ing to do with the question. 
| aboutit. They are aitending to their own business 
| at home, and not coming here for the purpose of 
| seeking Government employment. I might say 
| much more, Mr. President, upon this subject, but 
| I know the impatience of the Senate to proceed to 
business, and therefore desist. 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam entirely in favor of the 
amendment. As the bill comes to us from the 
House, it disfranchises the officers of the Army 
from holding the office of superintendent of our 
| armories, the duties connected with which they 
j ought necessarily, from their profession, to be 
; well acquainted with. I do not mean to say that 
; every Officer of the Army would be fit to superin- 


| tend the manufacture of arms; but I do mean to |, 


say that there are many who would be; and I can 
see no principle, unless it is the jobbing principle, 
which should induce you to restrict the Executive 
authority in the selection of a man for the super- 
intendency of the national armories, on account 
| of the occupation of the party. | know nothing 
| in the character of our officers, which should diz- 
qualify them entirely en masse for such duties. I 
think with the guardianship of the Senate over the 
employment, by way of confirmation of the selec- 
tion, the President ought to be left free to select 
any citizen of the United States for the perform- 


i ance of the duties, whether he be an officer of the | 


Army or not. [can see no reason for the pro- 
vision sent to us by the House unless it is to mul- 


j; tiply civil offices with a view to increase the pat- | 


ronage of the General Government. f can see no 
other effect of it, and 1 am utterly opposed to it in 
principle—so strongly opposed to it, that | would 
i hazard the bill, as far as my vote is concerned, if 
the House shouid insist òn it. [do not believe 
they would do so. 
adopted by an apparent majority, and when the 
Senate made an amendment, it has been disposed 
of much more easily than it was supposed it 
: would be. 

This question has been before the Senate as 
well as before the House. It may be perfectly 


true that the commission which was sent out, || 
found that the incumbents had or had not con- | 
: ducted the affairs of these armories properly; but i 
that is nothing as to the general rule of military . 
t or civil superintendence, 
proper occasion for much desate, yet I have a few j 


The House knows no 
more about it than we do. The question was be- 
fore the Senate, and discussed at a former session, 
and the majority were then in favor of the pro- 
| priety, in general, of military superintendence. If 
iit were proposed to leave the selection to the 


|, President, to take either a civilian or an officer of 
| the Army, | should not object to it; but the effect 


‘of the bill, as it passed the House, is to exclude 


More competent to judge as to the quality of an | 


Where can you find any mechanic || 


; E will ask him what amount of military knowledge | 


They care but litte | 


1 have often seen measures | 


; ae 
| the selection by the President. Sir, it may be 
| well questioned—-I do not say as strictly a consti- 
;, tutional question; but certainly, in the intent and 
| spirit of the Constitution, it may be well ques- 
tioned—with what propriety you undertake. to 
disfranchise an officer of the Army, and say that 
he shall not be appointed to a particular situa- 
tion, when that situation is necessarily connected 
with the performance of his duties. ‘The officers 
ought to be acquainted certainly with arms—with 
i their utility. They ought to be able to judge of 

the manufacture of an arm, and to say whether 
it isa good and useful one or not. There is noth- 
ing in the character of the soldier, nothing in his 
education as we educate our officers, that would 
disqualify him from having mechanical genius, 
and being able to superintend mechanics, Look- 
ing at the provision of the bill, as it came from the 
House of Representatives, as I do, I consider it 
nothing more, I was going to say, than what is 
called a Buncombe provision; and I mean to go 
against everything of that kind. 

Mr. TOUCEY. 1 do not rise to debate this 
question. It was before the Senate on a former 
occasion, and it resulted in authorizing the appoint- 
ment of a commission to investigate and report 
upon it. A very able commission—the names I 
need not repeat—was sent, and they have reported 
in favor of civil superintendency. 

The construction of arms is a mechanical em- 
j| ployment. It is understood most perfectly by 
| mechanics. If you will go into the establishments 
; for the manufacture of fire arms which are under 
the superintendence of mechanics, you will there 
see their superiority. Your own establishments, 
i under military superintendence, are behind them. 
; Lam, therefore, sir, in favor of concurring in this 
provision of the Elouse of Representatives. I say 
i that this employment belongs to the mechanical 
| profession. If the mechanics of the country are 
i not competent to do this business, I have yet to 
learn it. The measure is right, and I will say it 
is irresistible. 1 hope, therefore, the Senate will 
not agree to the amendment of the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. MASON. This question was before the 
‘Senate at the last session on a proposition to 
‘amend the Army appropriation bill, with a view 
to abolish the military superintendence of the- 
armories, and place them under civil superintend 
ence by the action of Congress. From the con- 
_ sideration which f could give to the question thus 
brought before us, | voted, according to my recol- 
lection, upon the direct proposition to change the 
! mode of superintending the armories from military 
to civil. f doubted about the vote at the time I 
|, gaveit. The consideration of the subject resulted , 
; however, in the Senate making an amendment to 
the bill which I will now read. At the last ses- 
sion, in 1853, this proviso was put in the Army 
appropriation bill: 

« That the act of Congress be so modified that the Presi- 
dent may,if, in his opinion, the public interest demand it, 
place over any of the armories a superintendent who does 
not belong to the Army; and in order to enable him to de- 
cide to his satisfaction, he is hereby authorized to cause 
the necessary and proper inquiries to be instituted through 
the medium of a commission of civilians and military men, 
with the view of ascertaining which of the two systems is 
i more economical, efficient, and safe for the management 
of the public armories—that formerly existing under the 
supenntendence of civil officers, or that now existing under 
| the superintendence of officers of the Ordnance Depart- 
i; ment’? 

The President raised that commission—the one 
spoken of by the Senator from Connecticut, (Mr. 
Toucey.] They made their report, asI have been 
i informed. I have never read it. I have been in- 
| formed that it is a very voluminous one. They 
: made it to the President. The President has not 
i thought proper to change the mode of the super- 
‘intendency. The armories are left now in charge 
: of the military, as they were before. The letter 
of the Secretary of War, which has just been 
read to us, | presume, may be taken as the expo- 
nent of the President’s opinion on the matter thus 
submitted to his discretion. Now, having so 
legislated twelve months ago, and having left it 
to the President to determine, | am unwilling to 
disturb it. I can form no private jadgment in 
i the matter. As long as it is the policy of the 
_ Government to manufacture their own arms, the 
! Executive must be responsible for the manage- 
‚i ment of the armories. The honorable Secretary 
| has said in terms that if you cannot leave the 
i. Executive responsiole for the manufacture of the 


ii 
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arms, but take from him his discretion, they never | 
will be done right. ` : 

I have wished only to state to the Senate why it 
is Feannot go now’ to change the determination 
to which Congress came at the last session. To 
have the arms properly made, they must be under 
the superintendence of the Executive, and we 
cannot change the responsibility in the mode pro- 
posed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had concurred in the resolu- 
tion of the Senate for suspending the 16th and 17th 
joint rules of the two Houses for all bills which 

ave been passed, or which may be passed during 
the present session. 

Also, that they had passed the following bills; 
in whith they requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: © i 

An act to repeal the first proviso in the fourth 
section of the act entitled “ An act granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
Statea,’’ approved September 28, 1850; and 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Putnam. 

THOMAS BRONAUGH. 

The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had agreed to the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill for the redief of Thomas 
Bronaugh. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills: 

Anact to constitute Cairo, in the State of Illinois, 
a port of delivery; 

An act to authorize the State of Wisconsin to 
select the residue of the lands to which that State 
is entitled under the act of 8th August, 1846, fo 
aid in theimprovement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers; 

An act to authorize the State of Illinois to select 
the residue of the lands to which she is entitled 
under the act of 2d of March, 1847, granting lands 
to aid that State in opening acanal to connect the 


waters of the Ilinois river with those of Lake |} 


Michigan; 6 

An act to vest in the several States and Terri- 
tories the title in fee of the lands which have been 
or may be certified to them; 

An act authorizing the extension of the Alex- 
andria and Washington railroad into the District 
of Columbia, and conferring certain privileges on 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company; 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Culver; 

An act to amend the provisions of the fifty- 
sixth section of the act entitled ‘An act to regu- 
late the collection of duties on imports and tòn- 
nage,” approved 2d of March, 1799; 

An act constituting San Pedro, in the State of 
California, a port of entry and delivery; and 

An act to incorporate the National Hotel Com- 
‘pany of Washington City. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the above 
named bills. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the Army appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The honorable Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. Bavaro] seemed to read the! 
amendment now before the Senate as a denial of 
the right of the President to select either civilians 
or officera of the Army to perform the services 
required. {do not so understand it, As the pro- | 
vision came from the Elouse, it was an absolute 
denial, so far as it regarded the right of the Presi- 
dent to employ any other than civilians. The 
Committee on Finance propose to give the Pres- 
ident discretionary power, so that he may take 
either civilians or military men. How that can 
be tortured into an absolute obligation on the part 
of the Executive-— 

Mr. BAYARD. If the honorable Senator re- 
fers to me, that is exactly the ground I take. I 
think. it ought to be left to the Executive discre- 
tion. As the law now stands, it gives the Presi- 
dent that discretion. ft ostracizes nobody. He 
may appoint a mechanic or an officer of the Army; 
but the House have agreed to a provision which 
we seek to strike out, and ‘which disqualifies an 
officer of the Army, 


Mr. BRIGHT. I so understand it. The Com- 
mittee on Finance, as I understand the amend- 
ment, propose to give the discretionary power to 
the President, so that he may take either a civil- 
ian or an officer of the Army, and by concurring 
in that amendment we shall give that discretion. 
I understand, then, that the Senator from Dela- 
ware is in favor of that. 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam in favor of the recom- 
mendation of the committee. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then no one is opposed to it. 
Let us vote. Time is much more important than 
the amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The honorable Senator from 
Indiana declares that nobody is opposed to the 
amendment. Well, sir, as far as I can speak for 
myself, he is mistaken. Iam opposed toit. I 
am in favor of the provision as it came from the 
House. I do not think that military men are fit 
for this employment. I think they are very èX- 
pensive—much more so than any*ody else in our 
employment. They do everything upon a most 
expensive scale. They spend plenty of money 
for their own comfort and officers’ quarters, and 
very little for the public interest. If the Senator 
supposes nobody ts in favor of this provision in 
the bill, he is mistaken. I am one who favor that 
provision as it came from the House, and am 
against the recommendation of the committee. 

Mr. TOUCEY, (and others.) Soam I. 

Mr. TOOMBS. tł ask for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. This is not the first time I 
have given my attention to this subject. This 
thing of opposing military superintendence of the 
armories has a local origin. Yes, sir, it origina- 
ted about Harper’s Ferry and Springfield; and 1 
recollect in 1853, committees from those localities 
came here besieging Congress and making repre- 
sentations that were not true. I undertake to as- 
sume the responsibility of saying that they made 
representations which were not true. At that 
time my friend, Colonel Huger, was superintend- 
ent of the armory at Harper’s Ferry; and | recol- 
lect a respectable gentleman was superintendent of 
the armory at Springfield; and now [ undertake 
to say that this proposition to exclude military 
gentlemen from the superintendency of those 
armories is an implied censure upon them. .The 
military superintendency is the system which has 
been in operation for some time; and has it not 
worked well? Why should it not work well? 
What temptation has a military man to see that 
the work is not well done? Surely, we can trust 
it to the soldier, who is under military responsi- 
bility, that the arms shall be made uniformly the 
best. He has no temptation to give way to the 
money-making spirit of the contract system. I 
say it isunjustto excludea military man from the 
employment, if he should otherwise be fit for it; 
and yet I hear the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
Toomss] say that the very thing which he is in 
favor of, is to pass a law ostracizing and pro- 
scribing a class of persons who are more fit for 
the position, as experience has shown. I under- 
stand vay well the temper in which this origina- 
ted, for I had a conference with those committees; 
and I understood the marked and positive manner 
with which they spoke of military gentlemen. I 
can see no reason for changing the system. So 
far from giving the superintendency to mere civil- 
ians, I would confine it exclusively to military 
men; but I am willing to leave it to the President, 
to select whom he pleases. 

Mr. SEWARD. Iam in favor of that view of 
the subject which has been taken by the House of 
Representatives. I think it is all moonshine to 
suppose that it is necessary to have a military ofi- 
cer to superintend the making of muskets for the 
Army. Í think I can demonstrate that view of the 
proposition, In the first place, all the ordnance of 
the United States is made by civilians, and we 
have no national armory for it, under the care of 
military officers. In the next place, all the side 
arms are made by civilians, by mechanics, and 
are not manufactured at public armories. In the 
next place, Mr. Colt, who invented the revolver, 
and has brought itinto use in this-country and in 
Europe, is the great armorer, so far as that arm 
is concerned, for the armies of this country and 
the armies of the eastern world, and he is a civil- 
ian. Now, all that is necessary is to have officers 
to test the arms in the armories, and let their man- 
ufacture be open to competition. If that shall be 


H 


done; there will be no necessity for putting officers 
of the Army into mechanics’ and artisans’ avoca- 
tions. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of _ 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, ` 
announcing that they had passed a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of John Putnam, 
rit vhich they requested the concurrence of the 

evate. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILE. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the Army appropria- 
tion bill. i 

Mr. TOUCEY. Ishall only state one fact 
which may not be in the recollection of the Sen- 
ate. The legislation that took place here in 1853 
was by general consent, intended to leave the 
matter in the mean time to the President, but in- 
tending, also, that there should bea commission, 
which was carried out. A commission was sent, 
and made an examination. It consisted of Chan- 
cellor Walworth, of New York; Andrew J. Ste- 
venson, of Virginia; ex-Governor Steele, of New 
Hampshire; and Colonel Henry D. Smith, of Eli- 
nois, who was a practical mechanic, and had been 
concerned, through the most of his life, in the 
construction of fire-arms. As E understand, they 
were unanimous in favor of the change, and re- 

orted in favor ofit. There were one or two mil- 
tary men—TI do not now remember the number—- 
connected with the same commission, and they dis- 
sented from the report, The War Department 
goes with the Army. That is the state of the 
case. 

Now, sir, I undertake to say that the provision 
which comes to us from the House of Represent- 
atives carries out the voice of the public with re- 
gard to these institutions. {am not willing, for 
one, in a purely mechanical establishment, where 
the whole knowledge of the subject belongs to 
mechanical skill and experience, to put over the 
body of men there who are mechanics, and who 
are acting professionally, a military man who 
may be a perfect adept in war, and in the use of 
firearms, but yet could not manufacture a fire- 
arm, or direct its manufacture without the aid of 
mechanical skill. I am not willing to subject cit- 
izens to military rule while acting in their own 
proper business. 

Mr. PEARCE. F should like to know what 
the Senator from Connecticut means by “military 
rule ” being enforced over the mechanics in the 
armories ? 

Mr. TOUCEY. 1 will answer. I mean the 
military rule to which those men are subjected in 
those establishments. 

Mr, PEARCE. I say there is no “military 
rule” there. The superintendency is exercised on 
the same principle, and under the same rules and 
regulations, whether you have a civil or military 
superintendent. There isno such thing as ¢¢ mili- 
tary rule’’ exercised over those men. The most 
of the armorers are mechanics; and the superin- 
tendent is put there with a general superintending 
power; but he exercises no military law. The 
difference between the two superintendencies is 
that the rules which exist by law and by the 
authority of the Department are enforced under . 
one system, and not under the other. I doubt 
very much whether it is necessary to keep up the 
armories at all. We have now over six hundred 
thousand stand of arms. 

Mr. CASS. That‘is more than we want. 

Mr. PEARCE. And more than we shall want 
for a long series of years, probably. t 

Mr. CASS. Willthe honorable Senator permit 
me to state that, I think, it wil} be found, on an 
examination of the arsenals, that we have now as 
largea stock of muskets as Napoleon had when 
he went to Russia. 

Mr. PEARCE. That, I think, ought to be 
enough; but still allegations have been made here, 
in reply to which Í desire to say a few words. 
Nobody has pretended to show to the Senate that 
there will be any increased economy by adopting 
the civil superintendency. It would be very easy 
to make that charge, if it were made. But some- 
thing has been said about the petitions which have 
been sent here, and the unanimous report of the 
civilians who were part of that commission. Sir, 
1 do not hesitate to say, that I would not give a 
rush for their opinions. There was not one of 
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them, so far as 1 know, of equal authority with 
that which we have on the other side. The law, |! 
as it now stands, authorizes the President to se- 
lect either military men or civilians; and i have | 
confidence enough in that Executive, if his own | 
party has not, to believe he will exercise his power 
faithfully; and further, i have that confidence in 
the Secretary of War, in his intelligence, his hon- 
esty, and his capacity to judge of this subject, 
which makes him, in my opinion, outweigh the 
testimony of a thousand sach civilians as were on 
that commission. { know very well how this 
thing is got up. I know how it was when the 
civil superintendency was put down in 1842. I 
ought, perhaps, te blush to say, but I know the 
fact, that politicians at that day arrested the set- 
ting up of military superintendence because they 
wanted to make political machines of these na- 
tional armories. They complained that the Dem- 
ecratic party would not, as they heretofore had | 
done, use them as political agencies. They de- 
sired to do so stil. Iam happy to say that the 
Whig Congress of that day had the honesty and 
courage to do their duty, and refuse to use these 
armories to stimulate, and gratify, and pander to 
an inordinate thirst for political place. 

[am told that on the list of petitioners who 
come from Springfield there are not only the names 
ef discharged armorers and disappointed appli- 
cants for the position, but runaway negroes have 
their names on it. Ihave been credibly informed, 
and believe itto be so. Iwill statea fact. Ihave 
before me a letter addressed to this committee by 
citizens of Springfield. It is signed by forty-five 
persons. Out of the forty-five there are twenty- 
five who are either ex-armorers, who have lest 
their morsel of mammon, and are greedy to getit 
again, or candidates for the offices of superintend- 
entand military storekeeper, or employees, clerks, 
of one of the persons who is himself a candidate 
for one of those offices. Those are the sort of 
pever on which this public opinion is gotup! I 

ope, therefore, no one will renew these clamors 
here. Hear what the Secretary of War says: 

“ Viewing the national armories as a part of the military 
establishment of the country, I think it desirable to exclude 
from them the influence of party politics. Their superin- 
tendence by officers of the Army, ités hoped, will always 
secure such exclusion. Permanence of a good and com- 
petent superintendent and the prompt removal of an incom. || 
petent one are equally desirable. The employment of j; 
Army officers who do not owe their position to the success 
ef political friends, and who can at any moment be trans- 
ferred to other duty, it is believed offers the most certain 
means of securing both these objects. A civil superintend- 
ent, who owed his appointment to political considerations, 
would naturally feet his position to be temporary, and would 
rarely resist the importunity to bestow the subordinate 
places upon his political friends. ‘The end to be anticipated 
from this would be a deterioration in the character of the 
military weapons, upon the efficiency of which so mainly 
depends the military power of a country, and its triumphs 
or defeat, its glory or shame, in a period of war.” 


I need read no more than that. But gentlemen 
talk about the superior skill displayed in the pri- 
vate manufactories of arms. It is very true that 
fancy arms are made in perfection at private 
armories; but it is equally true that a military 
man, with proper intelligence, is more qualified 
than any other man, to judge of the efficiency and 
proper construction of the weapon which he is to 
use in the field. That is a very different thing 
from the fancy weapon. In 1842 we changed the 
superintendency. Prior to that time, it was sup- 
posed by many persons that civilians invented 
much better arms than under military superin- 
tendence. Hall’s rifle, which was loaded at the 
breech, was invented, but it is now not used at 
ail. A remarkably ingenious and skillful man got 
up Hall’s rife, and filled the armories with it; but 
when taken into action, it was found that it would 
not answer at all,and it wasabsolutely abandoned. | 
Tt is very true that our arms, under the civil 
superintendency, were superior to the arms of 
Europe, as a general thing; but it is as true that 
our arms now are superior to what they were in 
1842, when the superintendence was changed. 
The superiority keeps pace with the progress of 
time. Weare still ahead of the arms of Europe; 
and [ believe the arms of Europe are not to be |! 
compared with our own. We have improved 
them; and we have diminished the cost since the 
establishment of the military superintendency. l 
do not know that itis asserted to the contrary. 

Mr. TOOMBS. How about the houses for | 
officers to live in? 


! Many things 


i land takes his seat, I desire him to answer me | 


| whether the military superintendents receive any | 
.additional pay for that service? i 


| before the Senate, on a former occasion, I voted | 
H 


| side of the question, from reading the report of | 


| military superintendence. 


‘time of adjournment. 


| leave to make a few remarks on this question. | 


Mr. PEARCE. I take it that if officers desire | 


to live in good houses, the civilians will desire the 
same; and { rather think the former keep the | 
establishments in a greatdeal better order. Jam | 
satisfied of it from all i have read and heard on | 
the subject. 1 do not believe there is a solitary 
reason for changing this system except it is to 
throw it into the general scramble which seems į 
now to be the object in this country. I should 
like to have one green spot on the face of the 
earth, if no more. Let us keep party politics, if 
we can, out of the national armories. God knows | 
what Administration may come in hereafter. | 
happen, and great disappointments | 
are incurred, as the Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
Cass] well knows. I have no doubt he thinks it 
would be prudent to have it in his power to choose | 
and select able men, whether military or civil, for 
the superintendency; and if I could fancy the 
time when he would have that power, I should 
very cheerfully leave it to him, as well as to the 
present President, to make that selection. Cer- 
tainly, sir, there is no good reason for making the 
change. Besides, what propriety is there in com- ; 
pelling the President to appoint civilians? It os- | 
tracizes military men. They have done nothing 
in peace or war which justifies our passing such 
a censure as this, declaring that they are not fit to 
be at the head of establishments which are a part 
of the military system of the country. I know 
nothing to justify our casting such a censure upon 
them; and Í trust the Senate will not agree to it. 
Mr. CLAY. Before the Senator from Mary- ! 


two questions for information. I wish to ask, 


Mr. PEARCE. I believe not. 
Mr. CLAY. Then I desire to know whether | 
the civilians who are candidates for the office pro- | 
pose to serve for the honor or pay? | 
Mr. PEARCE. I suppose they would hold į 
honor in the same estimation as Jack Falstaff did. | 
{Laughter.] j 


The yeas and nays were ordered on the amend- i 


ment. s . 
Mr. MALLORY. When this question came 


against it, and since that time I have given some 
little attention to the subject. Ifany Senator has | 
doubts about the facts involved upon the other | 
the House committee, I recommend him to give | 
a glance at the able statement which the Hon. | 
Mr. Kemr, of South Carolina, made as a mi- 
nority report. He has accumulated a vast quan- 
tity of facts, and disclosed, which has not yet | 
been mentioned here, that a large number of the 


| employees at Springfield have come forward vol- i 
| 


untarily and appealed to Congress to make no 
change in what they denominated the admirable | 
system prevailing there at this time. They sub- || 
scribe their names, and the armorer gives us his ; 
affidavit that the signatures were obtained by | 
himself with others. As‘the honorable Senator |j 
from Connecticut [Mr. Toucey] has referred to | 
the report of the commission lately appointed, I | 
will say that when this subject was broached in | 
1841, Mr. Charles Davis, so well known as a! 


| man of science, and two other highly respectable || 


gentlemen were appointed a board of examination, |) 
and they reported unanimously in favor of the | 
I will also say that: 
the matter underwent a thorough investigation in | 
the House in 1842, and that Mr. Goggin, of Vir- : 
ginia, made a report in favor of it. It is the most | 
effective system, because it produces a better arm | 
at a lower price than was done under the civil ; 
superintendency. We have not before us one: 
fact which prudent men, in private life, would be |! 


| governed by, in changing the superintendency. | 
| The committee disclose the fact that much of the |! 


testimony upon which the House have acted in | 
the matter has been obtained from persons directly | 
interested in it. al 

Mr. ADAMS I only wish to say that I un- | 
derstand the House have refused, by a large ma- ` 
jority, to concur in our resolution in regard to the | 


Mr. BAYARD. Notwithstanding that, T beg | 


When it was under consideration before, as the : 


law then stood, it required the appointment of nñil- | 
itary superintendents. I thought the restriction |; 


then wrong, and voted in favor of the alteration || 


| opini 


of the law, so as to leave the discretion to the Pres- 
ident to select the superintendents from either 
civil or military life. I hold this principle of re- 
striction tò be entirely unjust and injurious. It 
is attempted to be represented here as if this were 
the action of the mechanical interest of the coun- 
try opposed to the military organization. There 
is nothing of the kind in the case. It is purely a 
local matter. It is one in which the vast mass of 
the mechanics of the country have no interest. If 
the principle of restriction is justifiable or right, 
carry it further. If gentlemen adhere to it, let 
them carry it to its full extent. Is a carpenter fit 
to be the superintendent? No; but he is a me- 
chanic. Is a tailor fit to be the superintendent? 
No; yet he isa’mechanic. {s a lawyer? Isa 
merchant? Isa doctor? No. None of them is 
fit to be a superintendent in one of the armories. 
If gentlemen go for this restrictive principle, in 
the selection of officers, and say they must be 
selected from a particular class of men, let them 
carry it to its proper extent, and say that none but 
an armorer or gun-smith, shall be appointed by 
the President of the United States. That is the 
extent to which their doctrine should go, or it is 
untenable altogether. . ‘ 

Mr. HOUSTON. From the noise prevailing 
in the Chamber, I have not found it possible to 
hear what has been said in the discussion, and, 
therefore, E may repeat what has been already 
said. I investigated this subject some sessions 
since, and. came to the conclusion that it was 
proper to place the armories under the manage- 
ment. of civilians. I have this session had an op- 
portunity, of reviewing the report made in the 

ouse of Representatives upon it; and from all 
the lights contained in that, assuming that the 
alleged facts which support it are true, it has only 
confirmed me more certainly in my former opin- 
ion that it ought to be given to civilians, and that 
they ought to exercise the control of it under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. I think it is 
no complement to an officer in the line of the army 
or in the staff to detail him to mechanical or civil 
duties. His service is either necessary in the line 
or staff of the Army, or he is not in his proper 
sphere and his service is unnecessary. Civilians 
are the best practical men in matters of business 
of this kind as mechanics. Officers of the Army 
may be very scientific and skilled in it theoreti- 
cally, but they have not that practical know- 
ledge—— 

Mr. BUTLER. {I désire to put the Senator 
one question. 1 understand he can answer as. a 
military man, and, therefore, he can give me in- 
formation on this point. What is the duty of an 
ordnance officer? Is it not connected with the 
preparation of arms? 

Mr} HOUSTON. It is to take care of the 
arms when prepared, and see that they are kept 
in proper order; that they are constructed of good 
material, and are fit for efficient service when they 
are to be used. That is the business of an ord- 
nance officer. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. While on this subject, I 
desire to put a question to my friend from Texas. 


| If we adopt the provision which comes to us from 


the House, will not the armories be under the su- 
perintendence and control, under the existing laws, 
of the Colonel of Ordnance? 

Mr. HOUSTON. It would be very proper 
that he should become the inspector of these vari- 


| ous armories, 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Is it not then under mili- 


tary rule? $ N) , 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itis under military inspec- 
tion. The mechanics and contractors have to con~ 
form to the inspection, or their work is thrown 
upon them, and they will. meet the reprehension 
that is due to their incapacity or neglect of duty; 
but that does not assume, as I understand it, that 
the officers are the most competent persons. 
Their attention has been drawn to science; but 
the mechanics are the men who have been atten- 
tive to the practical operation of mechanics, and 
not to theory alone. For this reason, without 
any change of opinion, without having had any 


| conversation on the subject this session with any 


member of the Senate or House of Representa- 
tives, or with any lobby member or person cou- 
nected with the armory, I am established in my 
on that itis proper to give the superintend- 
ence to civilians, as it has prospered under their 
administration with the guidance and general 
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continue of the opinion that now entertain, until 
better lights are given to me; and I shalgvote, in 
accordance with those { now have, for the civil- 


ians. : 

Mr. CASS. Ishall not detain the Senate. I 
merely want to observe that we have certain staffs 
and departments here to supervise our Army. We 
have: the ordnance department, and the fortifica- 
tion department, the engineer, the quartermaster, 
and the.commissary departments. Officers from 
the.military academy are taken and put into the 
several departments. . They belong there. They 
understand their duties. ‘They are detailed for 
that service; and the interest of the Government 
is, that they should watch over that service. There 
is nota word to be said against the superintend- 
ence of the armories. by officers of the ordnance 
department, that cannot be said against the super- 
intendencevof forts by engineer officers. You may 
say let them give you their plans, and then let 
them go on under the command of civilians; you 
may say of the quartermaster’s department, that 
all the persons employed under it should be under 
the command of civilians; so of the commissary 
department; so of every branch of the Army; and 
what then becomes of your staff? What are they 
todo? If the ordnance department has nothing 
ta do with ordnance, you had better disband it. 
If the engineer department has nothing to do with 
fortifications, disband them; and so on with every 
branch of the service. 

‘Thave heard imputations upon the officers of 
the Army. I regret it. I believe that a more in- 
telligent, able, honest, faithful body of officers 
were never in the service; and, thank Providence, 
recent events have shown that they know how to 
do their duty. with credit to themselves and honor 
to the country. The defalcation of a military 
officer, on the books of your Treasury, is a sta- 
tistical fact almost unknown in the history of your 
country. I bave had some opportunity to ex- 
amine, and I do not know that there is one. Ido 
not say that there is not; but I say they are very 
rare, 

What are the allegations made against the mil- 
itary superintendent? That he is a tyrant. Heis 
not compelled to stay there. You will not deny, 
nobody will deny, that the superintendent should 
see the work carried on faithfully. Ft ig his duty. 
He is there for that; and the officers of the ord- 
nance department can judge of the nature of arms 
better than anybody else. It is for their interest, 
character, and reputation to have them properly 
made... Everything they have is connected with 
it, , I repeat, I do not see-the evil if the superin- 
tendent requires the persons under him to do their 
duty faithfully. He only does his duty when he 
does that. I do not understand how he can ty- 
rannize in this country any more than a civilian. 
Ido not know why he should have any more 
reason to do so. have not heard a word of 
complaint about military superintendence except 
from the two armories at Springfield and Harper’s 
Ferry, I bave heard none from the forts—not a 
syllable in my own portion of the country, where 
we have arsenals and forts; and [ cannot but 
think, Mr. President, that there is a great deal in 
what has been said, that there is a popular clamor 
about those particular places for particular pur- 
poses: So believing, and believing that the pub- 

ic interest will be best secured by adhering to the 
present system, I shall votein favor of the amend- 
ment to strike out the provision of the House, 

Mr. HOUSTON. ldo not know that the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Michigan intended to im- 
ply that I had cast any reflection upon the officers 
of the Army. 

Mr. CASS. Not at all. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Because I certainly intended 
nothing but compliment to those officers. There 
is no Senator who entertains a higher estimate of 
them than I do, as gentlemen of propriety, of so- 
briety, of gallaftry, of bravery; but I think it is 
not consistent with their duties to detail them, and 
appropriate all their talents to the construction of 
arms, when mechanics are found competent to do 
it., When no improvement, through the channel 
of invention, that 1 have heard of, has reached us 
in consequence of military gentlemen being at the 
head of the armories—when no reflection is in- 
tended to be cast upon the officers by withholding 
the superintendency from them—and when, in the 


|| gentlemen upon civilians to displace them from 


; Secretary of War, and is necessary to carry out | 


| of the northern and northwestern lakes, the fol- í 
| lowing: 


| ern and northwestern lakes, 


outset, we succeeded well in the construction of 
arms under the guidance of civilians, I ean see no 
necessity for establishing the rule that the military 
alone shall have charge of it, and exert what was 
formerly accorded to civilians. Why, sir, it has 
now come to this, that all the money that is ap- 
propriated by Congress for the construction of 
public works, I believe, is to be placed under a 
military officer, and he is detailed for the express 
purpose of disbursing the public money and super- 
vising the public'works. fn appropriations to the 
Army for the defense of the country, with all the 
accomplishments that pertain to military gentle- 
mén, Lam for according to them the object for j 
which they are appointed, and to which they have 
been detailed; but { am for having another sphere || 
unoccupied by them, and permitting civilians, 
whenever they can be successful in executing the 
desires of the Government, oy meeting its expecta- | 
tions, to fill the sphere proper to themselves. I 
am not for permitting civilians to usurp the rights 
of officers of the Army, or interfere with them in 
the discharge of duties pertaining to their sphere; 
nor do I think it is necessary to thrust military 


their rightful and appropriate sphere, and incom- | 
mode those who are qualified for the discharge of 
duties which should not be assigned to military | 
men. For this reason, and this alone, I shall vote | 
against the amendment. I do not know the gen- | 
tlemen who is in charge of either armory; nor do 
I know those whom the President would place 
there; and being ignorant of this, I view the sub- 
ject ag it is presented to me, and vote according 
to my apprehension of the propriety of assigning 
to civilians that branch of our military defense 
which properly pertains to mechanics, and not to 
the range of science assigned to the purely mili- 
tary arm of the service. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Ishall not be drawn into any 
debate in regard to the supposed abuses at either | 
of the armories. If Senators are not informed on 
that subject, they will remain uninformed by any- 
thing which may be got from me. I shall not 
make any reflection upon the officers of the Army; 
bat I shall reply to the honorable Senator from | 
Maryland, (Mr. Pearce,] that] do not regard the 
Army as the only bright spot in the United States. 
I say that this is purely a civil employment. Isay 
that now the President has authority, under the 
law, to send to superintend the civilians engaged 
in the construction of fire-arms, any officer, at his 
own will and pleasure, without the consent of 
Congress. Jt is contrary to the former law; and, 
I say again, that the private establishments which 
are under civil superintendence are now, in regard 
to improvements and in regard to the standard 
which they require for the acceptance of arms 
manufactured, far ahead of the public armories. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted—yeas 23 nays 25; as follows: 

YNAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Renja- 
min, Bright, Brodhead, Buller, Cass, Clay, Dawson, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mallory, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, and Walker-—-23. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Chase, Cooper, Dodge | 
of Iowa, Douglas, Foot, Gillette, Houston, James, Jobnson, | 
Joues of lowa, Norris, Pettit, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, | 
Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, 
Wade, Weller, and Williams—25. - 

So the amendment was rejected, 


The next amendment was in the ‘third section | 
of’ the bill, to insert the words “and properly,” | 
after ‘t actually,” as follows: 

Suc. 3. ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | 


War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to ex- | 
amine into and ascertain the amount of expenses incurred, 
and now actually and properly paid by the State of Cali- 
fornia in the suppression of Indian hostilities, &e. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STUART. Iam instructed by the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce to move to amend the bill | 
by inserting, after the appropriation for the survey į 


For an iron steamer to be used in the survey of the north- || 
including Lake Superior, under 
$50,000. 


I will only say that that is recommended by the l 


the War Department, 


the surveys. 

Mr. PRATT. I desire to make one inguiry. 
Were these amendments which are now being 
proposed, on the recommendation of the Depart- 
ments, submitted to the House of Representa- 


Mr. STUART. Itwasnot. . 
Mr. CASS. Before the question is voted on, I 


į desire to say that a survey of the lakes has been 


going on for some time. It is a very important 


| work, The boat which they have had heretofore 


is not in a fit condition to carry iton. There is 
an appropriation in the bill fer continuing the sur- 
vey. ‘The War Department declares that, for the 
purpose of continuing it, this steamer is essen- 
tially necessary. If you do. not mean to stop the 
survey, the steamer meet be had. It isa mere 
question as to whether you will abandon the work 
or not. 

Mr. PRATT. I will simply remark, that I 
suppose the fact of the want of this steamer must 
have been known when the bill was before the 
House. If it was a proper amendment to be 
placed in it, it should have been sent to the body 
in which the bill originated, where they would 
have had time—which we have not now—to con- 
sider its propriety. Ihave voted for no amend- 
ments, and shall vote for none, where the matter 
was known to the Department, and was not sub 
mitted to the other House in whieh the bill ori. 
ginated. 

Mr. STUART. Icertainly shall not undertake, 
at this time, to go into any lengthy debate on this 
subject. I do not intend to detain the Senate 
a minuter The argument of the Senator from 
Maryland, if adopted by the Senate, will make it 
necessary to abolish every committee you have. 
This subject has been fully and carefully consid- 
ered by the Committee on Commerce. They have 
inquired of the Secretary of War in regard to it, 
and I hold in my hand his letter, in which he 
says that to carry out this service properly, if an 
appropriation is made to continue the survey, the 
steamer is necessary. The House have made an 
appropriation to continue the work; and the Sec- 
retary of War says the steamer is necessary to 
carry it on. {do not know with what propriety 
it can be said that, if an appropriation is not put 
in the bill by the House, it should not be put in 
atall. You had better do away with the Senate. 

Mr. PRATT. I do not want to be misunder- 
stood, I said nowuch thing. What I said was 
that whenever the Department desired an appro- 
priation of pablis money, the estimate should be 
sent to the House in which the bil} originated, so 
that they could consider of its propriety. I did 
not say that when the House, upon such esti- 
mates being properly submitted, have refused to 
make the appropriation, that the Senate should 
concur with the House. 

On a division, less than a majority of a quorum 
voted for the amendment. s: 

Mr, STUART called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. . 

Mr. CASS. If the question related to the coast 
survey, there would be no difficulty. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Brod- 
head, Cass, Chase, Clay, Dodge of Lowa, Fessenden, Fish, 
Foot, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, James, Jones of lowa, Mal- 
lory, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Toucey, Wade, 
Walker, Weller, and Williams~—27, 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Brown, Dawson, Evans, Fitz- 
patrick, Joves of Tennessee, and Pratt—7. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wensrer, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had this day approved 


| and signed the following acts: 


An act to establish Cairo, in the State of IHi- 
nois, a port of delivery; 

An act to authorize the State of Wisconsin to 
select the residue of the lands to which that State 
is entitled under the act of the 8th of August, 
1846, and to aid in the improvement of the Fox 
and Wisconsin rivers; 

An act to amend the provisions of the fifty-sixth- 
section of the act to regulate the collection of duties 


|| on imports and tonnage, approved the 2d March, 


1799; 

An act for the relief of, Sylvanus Culver; 

An act to incorporate the National Hotel Com- 
pany, of Washington city; : 1 

An act establishing San Pedro, in the State of 
California, a port of entry and delivery; . 

An act to vest in the several States and Terri, - 
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tories the titlein fee of the lands which have been, 
or may be, certified to them; 

An act to authorize the State of Illinois to se- 
lect the residue of the lands to which she is enti- 
tled under the act of the 2d of March, 1827, grant- 


ing land to®id that State in opening a canal to | 


connect the waters of the Illinois river with those 
of Lake Michigan; and 


An act authorizing the extension of the Alex- : 
andria and Washington railroad into the District | 
of Columbia, and conferring certain privileges on | 


the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 


CAPTAIN INGRAHAM. 
A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had agreed to the amend- 


ment of the Senate to the resolution of the House | 


of thanks of Congress, and the presentation of a 
medal to Captain Duncan M. Ingraham. 


POST OFFICE BILL. 


The message also announced that the House in- | 


sisted on their disagreement to certain amendments | 
of the Senate to the bill making appropriations for | 


the service of the Post Office Department during 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1855; 
agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on 


the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the : 


said bill, and had appointed Mr. Hissar of New 


Hampshire, Mr. ArrLeron of Massachusetts, ` 


and Mr. Vansant of Maryland, managers At the 
same on their part. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the Army appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. WELLER. In the absence of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, [Mr. 


Surevps,] who has been called away by the sick- 


ness of his colleague in the other House, I am 
instructed to offer several amendments to the bill. 
The first is to insert: 


For the sword ordered to be presented to Brevet Major 


General John E. Wool by a joint resolution approved Jan- | 


uary 24, 1854, $1,500, 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WELLER. The next is to insert: 


For completing the Mendota and Big Sioux river road, in 
accordance with the estimate of the Secretary of War, 
$52,475 58, to be expended under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WELLER. The next is to insert: 


For the purchase of a site and the construction of an 
arsenal at Benicia, California, $93,485. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EVANS. 
are giving away nearly a hundred thousand dol- 
lars for an arsenal without knowing something 
about it. Why have we not the report of a com- 
mittee? 

Mr. WELLER. The nextamendment which 
I have isto insert: 


I should like to know why we | 


That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be, | 


and they are hereby, directed in the settlement of the ac- 
count of Captain Joseph Foster, assistant quartermaster 
of the United States Army, to reccive parole testimony of 
disbursements made by him as such assistant quartermas- 


ter, in lieu of vouchers for such disbursements which were , 


destroyed by fire in the city of San Francisco, on the 4th 
of May, A. D. 1851; and that upon the testimony so taken, 
if satisfactory to the Department, the accounts of said as- 


sistant quartermaster shall be audited and settled accord- : 


ing to principles of equity and justice: Provided, The sum 
allowed shall not exceed the balance now due from said 
Foster to the Treasury. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, [Mr. Brieur.} 
The Chair will suggest that that appears to be a 
private claim. 


Mr. WELLER. Jt merely authorizes the De- ` 


partment to receive parole evidence in lieu of 
vouchers which were destroyed by fire. 
necessary to have the accounts settled. 

Mr. GWIN. They cannot progress with the 
settlement of his accounts without it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


It is. 


Mr. WELLER. The next amendment is to ` 


add the following: 


And be it further enacted, That the provision of the first : 


section of the act entitled “An act making appropriations 


for the support of the Army for the year ending the 30th | 


June, 1851,” approved September 28, 1850, granting extra 
pay to officers and enlisted men of the Army serving in 
Oregon aud California, be extended to the officers and men 
composing the garrison of Fort Laramie, on the Oregon 


route, for the same period of time as was allowed by the 
sixth section of the act of March 3, 1853, to the officers and 
men of two companies of a regiment of mounted riflemen 
that garrisoned Fort Laramie; and that the provisions of 


the same section of the same act be also extended to tbe | 


officers and men composing the escort of the Mexican 


boundary commission, while they were serving as such | 


escort. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WELLER. I now offer an amendment 


which is somewhat detailed. It is a bill which 
was passed by the Senate some time ago, but 
never acted upon by the House, commonly known 
in this body by the name of the retired list bill— 
a bill providing for retiring disabled officers of the 
Army: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That ifany commis- 
sioned officer of the Army shal] have become incapable of 
performing the daties of his office, as provided in the second 
section of this act, he shall, as provided in the second sec- 
tion of this act, be placed upon a retired list, and withdrawn 
from active service and command, with the pay proper of 
the highest rank held by him at the time, whether by staff, 
regimental, or brevet commission, and the service rations 
to which he may then be entitled, but without any other 
allowances. Aud the officer nextin rank shail be promoted 
to the place of the retired officer, according 10 the hercto- 
fore established rule of the service; and the same rule of 


; promotion shali be applied successively to the vacancies 


consequent upon the retirement of an officer, as herein pro- 
vided: Provided, That if the disability result from wounds 
received in action, the pay proper of the retired officer shall 
be that of his highest rank by brevet or otherwise. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That, to carry out 
the provisions of this act, whenever any officer of the Army, 
who may be ‘incapacitated as heretofore recited, shall vol- 
untarily apply to be retired from active service, or, on being 
ordered to perform the duties appropriate to his commis- 
sion, shal! report himself unable to comply with such or- 


|| der, or whenever, in the judgment of the President of the 


United States, an officer of the Army shail have become 
in any way, incapacitated from performing the duties of 
his office, the President, at his discretion, shall direct the 
Secretary of War to refer the case of such officer to an 
Army board, to be composed of not more than nine, nor 
less than five commissioned officers, to be detail-d from 
those of superior rank to bim whose case is under consid- 
eration, as far as his grade and the interest of the service 
will permit; aud the said board shall determine upon the 
case referred to them, and their opinion thereon, with a rec- 
ord of the proceedings, shall be transmitted to the Secre- 
tary of War, to be laid before the President for his approval 
or disapproval. If, in the judgment of the board, the officer 
be considered incapacitated for active service, the board 
will report whether, in their opinion, the disability was 
occasioued by age—the result of many years’ faithful ser- 
vice, by wounds received in the line of duty, or by expo- 
sure in service; or whether the disability isto be traced to 
vicious habits, or to exposure unconnected with official 
duty. Tf, in their judgment, the disability was incurred in 
the tine of duty, aud the President approve such judgment, 
the disabled officer shall thereupon be placed upon the list 


ii of retired officers according to the provisions of this act; 


but if the board are of opinion that the disability was the 
result of vicious habits, or of exposure unconnected with 
official duty, and the President concur in that opinion, then 
the disabled otficer may, at the discretion of the President, 
be dropped from the rolls of the Army. 

Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That whenever the 
President shal) deem it advisable to cause an 
has been withdrawn from active service and retired from 
the line of promotion, as herein provided, to be placed on 
any duty not incompatible with his condition, such officer 
shall, for the time he may be so employed, be entitled to 
all the pay and allowances of the grade with which he was 
retired from -ervice. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. I haveanother amendment, 
which is also a bill that passed the Senate, and 


was sent to the House sometime ago, providing for | 


the increase of the compensation of the officers and 


| soldiers of the Army. The House of Represent- 


atives have passed a bill of their own increasing 
the pay of the privates, but leaving the compensa- 
tion of the officers untouched. We have thought 
proper to present the original bill which passed 
this body, and which is one of vast importance. 
There have been some modifications made in it: 


Src. —. 
pay proper of the several grades of the Army, hereinafter 


enumerated, shall be at the following rates: A major gen- ; 


eral, $265 ; a brigadier general, $165; a colonel &135; a 
Heutenant colonel, S115; a major, $95; a captain of cav- 
alry, $85; a captain of artiHery and infantry, 8755; a first 
lieutenant of cavalry, $65; a first lieutenant of artillery 
and infantry, $57; a second HKeutenant of cavalry, $55; 
a second lieutenant of 4 


officer who |: 


«And be it further enacted, That the monthly |: 


i! amendment here, 


confined to officers when on duty, or on leave of absence 
: who shall have Jeft their post by reason of wounds reecived, 
or disease contracted, in the line of their duty, or for the 
time regularly allowed by the general regulations of the 
Army, and that officers absent from duty under any other 
: circumstances, or for a time exceeding the regular leave of 
absence, shall only be entitied to the pay proper of their 
ective grades. 
i S. —. And be it further enacted, That the surgeon 
: general and paymaster general of the army shall beallowed 
the pay and emoluments of a colonel. 

BEC, —. And be it further enacted, That every soldier, 
who, having been honorably discharged from the service 
of the United States, shall, within one month thereafter, 
reénlist, shali be entitled to two dollars per month in addi- 
tion tọ the ordinary pay of his grade, for the first period 
of five Years after the expiration of his previous enlistment, 
and a further sum of one dollar per month for each succes- 
sive period of five years, so iong ashe shall remain contin- 
uously in the Army; and that soldiers now inthe Army, 
who have served one or more enlistments, and been honor- 
ably discharged, shall be entitled to the benefits herein pro- 
vided for a second enlistment. i 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That soldiers who 
served in the war with Mexico, and received a certificate 
of merit for distinguished services, as well those now in 
the Army as those that may hereafter enlist, shall receive 
the two dollars per month to which that certificate would 
have entitled them had they remained continuously in the 
service. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That non-commis- 
sioned officers who, under the authority of the seventeenth 
section of the act approved March 3, 1847, were recom- 
mended for promotion by brevet to the lowest grade of coim- 
missioned officer, but did not receive the benefit of that 
provision, shall be entitled, under the condition recited in 
the foregoing section, to the additional pay authorized to 
be given to such privates as received certificates of merit. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to confer the 
brevet of second lieutenant upon such meritorious non- 
commissioned officers, as may, under regulations to be es- 
tablished, be brought before au Army board, composed of 
four officers of rank, specially convened for the purpose, 
and be found qualified for the duties of commissioned ofi- 
cers; and to attach them to regiments, as supernumerary 
officers, according to the provisions of the fourth section 
of the act approved April 29, 1812, entitled An act making 
further provision for the corps of engineers”? 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the allowance 
to soldiers employed at work on fortifications, in surveys, 
in cutting roads, and other constant labor, of not less than 
ten days, authorized by the act approved March 2, 1819, 
entitled "An act to regulate the pay of the Army when 
employed ou fatigue duty,” be increased to twenty-five 
cents per day for men employed as laborers and teamsters, 
and forty cents per day when employed as mechanics, at 
+ ail stations east of the Rocky Mountains, and to thirty-five 
| cents and fifty cents per day, respectively, when the men 
| are employed at stations west of those mountains. 

1 Sec. —. And be it further enacted, ‘That the provisions 
: of the first section of the act granting pensions to the 
| widows and orphans of persons dying in the naval service, 
| approved August 11, 1818, be extended to the widows and 
orphans of officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and soldiers ofthe Army of the United States, including 
volanteers and militia, mustered into the service of the 
| United States. 

| See. —. And be it further enacted, That, in addition to 
i the number of cadets authorized by ihe existing lawa, there 
shall be appointed two from each State. 


| Mr. ADAMS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
| upon that amendment. It is a very important 
| one, voting away millions of dollars, 
; The yeas and nays were ordered. 
i Mr. BAYARD. I voted for this as a separate 
i and independent bill. I shall not vote for it asan 
The practice of attempting to 
turn every appropriation bill into a bill for legis- 
! lation is growing to an alarming extent. I shall 
: Vote against this without reference to the propriety 
of the bill for which I voted; for I cannot consent 
i to legislate in this manner. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. [agree with the Sen- 
ator from Delaware. [ have uniformly voted 
against putting amendments increasing salaries 
on the general appropriation bills. It has a bad 
‘tendency to legislate in that manner; and anxious 
as I am to increase the compensation of the offi- 
cers and soldiers, I shall be compelled to go against 
‘this, though at the proper time I should support 

it. Itis due to the Senator who offers the amend- 


© ment, that I should state that I have uniformly 


rtilery and infantry, 47; a cadet, |i 
$33; a sergeant of engineers, $32; a sergeant major, | 


quartermaster-sergeant, principal musician, chief bugier, į 


principal farrier, and ordnance. sergeant, $235 


of those armis, $18; toa corporal of engineers, $18; to a cor- 
poral of dragoons and mounted riflemen, $19; to a corpo- 
ral of artillery and infantry, $135 to a farrier, blacksmith, 


saddier, and artificer of dragoons, mounted riflemen, and ; 


artillery, $15 5; to abugler of dragoons and mounted rifle- 
men, $123 to a musician of artillery and infantry, G11 ; to 
a private of engineers, $12; to a private of dragoons and 
mounted riflemen, S11; and toa private of artillery and in- 
fantry, $10: Provided, That the existing allowances shall be 


to each | 
first sergeant of a company of dragoons, mounted riffe- | 
men, artillery, and infantry, $2!; to all other sergeants | 


: voted against such amendments. 

Mr. WELLER. Ihave only this remark to 
make. I believe the merits of the amendment 
have been fully discussed by the Senate, for it is 
: substantially in the form in which it heretofore 

passed the Senate. The excuse which the com- 

mittee have in offering it in this shape is, that, 
‘under the rules of the House of Representatives, 
: they have been wholly unable to obtain any action 
‘upon the bill; and as they regard it as very im- 
‘ portant to the country, in order to preserve the 
/ Army and make it what it should be, they have 
‘ considered it necessary to offer it as an amend- 
| ment to this bill, We believe that, by the passage 
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ofithe-amendment, the Army will be made what 
the country desires it should be—efficient. 

Mr“ DAWSON. The. lowest clerks in your 
Departments receive about twelve times as much 
as a‘private soldier in the Army. We have 
raised the salaries of our clerks in this city twenty 
per cent., and yet it seems that the pay of the 
officers and. soldiers of the Army of the United 
States cannot be increased; but they are to subsist 
upon arms and hard service. I hope the amend- 
ment. will be agreed to. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 14; as follows: _« 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, pemamim Brodhead, Butler, 
Clay, Dawson, Fessenden, Fish, Houston, Johnson, Jones 
of Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Walker, 
and Weller—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brown, Chase, 
Dodge of lowa. Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Pettit, 
Rockwell, Toombs, and Wade—14. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. The next amendment which 
Lhave.to offer is to carry out the provision of an 
existing law: 

And be it further enacted, That the amount which may 
be found necessary to pay, under. the act of 27th March, 
1854, the widows and orphans of the Uniged States troops 
who perished by the recent disaster to the steamship San 
Francisco, be paid out of any money in the ‘Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated, and the proper accounting officers 
ofthe Treasury Department be, and they are hereby, an- 
thorized and directed to cause the balance due, on the books 
of the Treasury, on account of the advance of pay to offi- 
cers of the United States Army, whose widows or children 
may be entitled to the benefits of the second section of 
said act ef 27th March, 1854. 


The amend ment was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER.. I have still another amend- 
ment in regard to the board of officers appointed 
by ‘the act passed in 1852, to examine certain 
claims in California: 


And bei further enacted, That the board of officers ap- 
pointed under the sixth section of the act making appro- 


priations for the support of the Army for the year ending ; 


June 30, 1853, approved August 31, 1852, is hereby author- 
ised and directed, in addition to the powers aud duties 
already conferred upon it, to extend its examination to 
claims arising from the destruction of property by the troops 
serving tunder the command of Lieutenant Colonel Joha C, 
Frémont, in California, in the years 1846 and 1847, by his 
orders, as well as for the destruction of property by the 
enemy, caused by the occupancy of the claimants’ prem- 
ises by the said troops; that the said board is empowered 


to examine witnesses under oath, and take testimony, if | 


necessary, in California or elsewhere; that for the payment 
of the claims heretofore reported favorably upon by the 
board, including that numbered 197, being the claim of 
Santiago Arguelio, and amounting to $1,548, and for the 
compensation of the members of said board, for their period 
or service as such, at a rate not exceeding 83,000 per 
annum, each, deducting therefrom their Army pay, thé sum 
of. $159,500, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated’; 
and thatthe Seerctary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
and directed to pay to the treasurer of said hoard, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
emin ot $9,000 tor contingent expenses of said board, in- 
eluding their of 
ment of witness t duly summoned to the board, at rates 
hot exceeding those paid by the United States district court 
in California, or elsewhere, as the case may be, and the 
traveling expenses of said bonrd not exceeding sixteen cents 
per mile to each member, and other incidental expenses. 


Mr. BAYARD. I ask for the yeas and ndys 
on the amendment. If this bill is to be turned 
into an omnibus, I want to see the vote upon it, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WELLER. I have not heard what the 
objection of the honorable Senator from Delaware 
was. From the position in which he usually 
stands, it is utterly impossible to hear him. I 
will state, however, that this board was organized 
on the 3istof August, 1852. They have had claims 

resented to them to the amount of $855,803. 
hey have suspended and ruled out $411,000. 
There have been withdrawn and paid $170,000; 
rejected $153,933; and finally passed, $129,000. 
All that the amendment proposes is, that the 


rent, clerk hire, stationery, fuel, pay- | 


board shall have authority to sit in the State of ; 


California for the purpose of taking testimony in 
connection with these claims. E stated to the Sen- 
ate, ona former day, that in my judgment, un- 
less the board were sent to the State of California 
there was great danger that a very large amount 
of fraudulent claims would. be. allowed; that that 
was the only place of which 1 had any knowledge 
where the proof could be obtained that would 
enable the board to pass in a proper manner upon 
them. f undertake to say, therefore, Mr. Presi- 
dent, thatthe only question presented is, whether 
the authority shall be given to the board to sit in 
the State of California, if, in the opinion of the 


Secretary of War, they should do so. 
only place where fraudulent claims can be de- 
tected. I know that there have. been fraudulent 
claims made; sand I know that there are some 
forged claims now in existence; and that unless 
the board pursue a cautious course, unless they 
avail themselves of all the testimony, which can 
be obtained nowhere else than in that State, there 
is great danger of a large amount of money being 
filched from the Treasury. It is, therefore, to 
protect the public Treasury that I have proposed 
‘this amendment; and you will allow me to say, 
also, Mr. President, that the committee have care- 
fulby examined the report made by this board of 
commissioners at the present session of Con- 
gress. They seem to have examined the claims 
with very great care; and I may say that I know 
of no court which could have investigated them 
better. I am glad that they have done so, because 
I am anxious that all just and honest demands 
should be paid; but | am not willing that fraudu- 
lent, trumped-up ones, which I know to be in ex- 
istence, should be paid. I do not, however, wish 
to consume time. I ask that the vote may be 
taken. 


resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Benjamin, Brodhead, Daw- 
son, Dodge of Iowa, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jones of 
Tennessee, Sebastian, Seward, Thomson of New Jersey, 
and Weller—12. . A 

-NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brown, Butler, 
Chase, Clay, Cooper, Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpat- 
rick, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Houston, Hunter, Pratt, Rock- 
well, Slidell, Sumner, Toomba, and Wade—23. 

And the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WELLER. The next amendment which 
I have, is to add: 

And be it further enacted, That the act approved Sep- 
tember 28, 1850, entitled ‘* An act granting bounty lands 10 
certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
military service of the United States,” an act approved 
March 22, 1852, entitled “ An act to make land warrants 
assignable, and for other purposes,” and an act approved 
February 3, 1853, entitled “ An act to continue half pay to 
certain widows and orphans,” shall not be so construed as 
ta deprive any widow of the benefits therein granted for the 
services of her husband, though she may haye married 
again: Provided, however, ‘That the applicant is a widow 
at the time of making the claim. 

Mr. SEWARD asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and taken—yeas 23, nays li; 
as follows: 

YEAS— Mesars. Adama, Benjamin, Brodhead, Brown, 
Chase, Cooper, Dodge of Iowa, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, 
Gillette, Gwin, Houston, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jones of 
Tennessee, Peuit, Sebastian, Seward, Sumner, Wade, 
Walker, and Weller-—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Clay, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, 
Hunter, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Slidell, and Toombs—}1. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. The next amendment is to 
add: 

And be it further enacted, That the same allowance, in 
respect to rauons, be hereafter made to the military com- 
mandant of the Schuytkili arsenal, in the quartermaster’s 
department, as to the commandants of the arsenal in the 
ordnance department. 

I have a letter of the Secretary of War in re- 
gard to this. 

The question was put; and the Presiding Officer 
declared that the ‘‘noes’’ appeared to have it. 

Mr. WELLER. L[hope, sir, the Senate will 
not vote down an amendment, until they hear the 
report in relation to it. i was surprised some- 
time ago to find that an amendment which I had 
offered bad been voted down, although no inti- 
mation of any objection to it had been given. 
Now, if there be any objection to this amend- 
ment, I trust Senators will not vote upon it with- 
out ascertaining whether their difficulty cannot be 
obviated. I havea letter from the Secretary of 
War, which | think will satisfy every Senator that 
it ought to be adopted. Certainly some explana- 
tion ought to be asked for, before it is summarily 
voted down. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. Ihave another amendment. 


wind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to receive and 
cause to be placed on the files of his Department such ad- 
| ditional muster-rolls of the battalion of volunteers com- 
| manded by Lientenant Colonel John C. Frémont in Cali 
fornia, duly authenticated by the proper officers, as have 
not heretofore been received and filed; and to cause such 
a correction of the muster-roll to he made in regard to the 
perica of enlistment, terms of service, and amount of pay 
of the members of said battalion as upon satisfactory proof 
he may deem right and proper, as far as practicable, to cur- 
respond to the pay-roll of the paymaster of said battalion 
i in respect to pay and services, so that all who served in 


Itis the 


The question was taken by yeas and nays; and | 


the military service of the United States in California 
during the late war with Mexico, whether under the com- 
mand of naval or military officers, may be entitled to all 
the benefits of all the acis of Congress providing for the 
emoluments of the volunteers in the Mexican war, 

Mr. HUNTER. lask for the yeas and nays 
on.that. We have a very short time now to legis- 
late upon this appropriation bill. - 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WELLER. The amendment makes no 
appropriation. Congress made an appropriation 
of $101,000 to pay all those men who had served 
in California. They were to be paid, under the 
law that was passed, according tothe pay-rolls 
in the War Department, filed by the paymaster 
of the battalion. Some of the muster-rolis were 
filed inthe Navy Department. The effect of the 
amendment is to transfer those rolls from the 
Navy Department to the War Department. | It 
will place those.whose names are-on the rolls in 
the Navy Department on a footing with the others. 
They were intended to be covered by the ori- 

inal law, but by confining it to the rolls in the War 
Departmenta portion of them being in the Navy 
Department, have been excluded. g 

Mr. BRIGHT. Iask the Senator from Cali- 
fornia whether he is anxious that this bill should 
become a law? 

Mr. WELĻER. I apprehend that is hardly a 
serious question. The Senator, Iam sure, cannot 
suppose that I would stand up and offer amend- 
ments for the purpose of defeating the bill, or put 
them on a bill which I supposed was about to be 
defeated# 

Mr. BRIGHT. Isupposed the honorable Sen- 
ator was friendly to the bill. I had no doubt of 
it. I merely intended to suggest that there was 
no probability that this amendment could be con- 
sidered and acted upon by the House. It is ut- 
terly impossible. I think the bill is already loaded 
to an extent which defeats it. 

Mr.GWIN. TheSenator, a short time since, 
reported from a committee of conference, that the 
Senate gave up five of their amendments to every 
one that the House agreed to; and I think we had 
better send down ten or fifteen times as much as 
we intend to retain on the bill. The Senator says 
that we give up nearly everything to the House. 
We, therefore, should not vote down a measure 
when it isa proper one. ‘This is merely trans- 
ferring the pay rolls from one Department to 
another. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I understand that perfectly; 
but it is very apparent that these amendments 
cannot be considered by the House. 

Mr. GWIN. Letus try them anyhow. 

Mr. PRATT. I would inquire if there is any 
limitation in the amendment that there shall be 
no payments beyond the amounts heretofore ap- 
propriated ? 

Mr. WELLER. 
a limitation. 

Mr. PRATT. I understand that $101,000 have 
been heretofore appropriated for the purpose of 
paying these soldiers; and this is merely ex- 
tending the list. If the Senator will put in a lim- 
itation, in the form of a proviso, that no more 
money shall be paid than has heretofore been 
appropriated, I shall have no objection to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California modify his amendment? 

Mr. WELLER. Ihave no objection to doing 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is on the amendment as modified. ` 

On a division, ten Senators voted in the afirm- 
ative, 

Mr. GWIN. Task for the yeas and nays. 

ThePRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Warrer.) 
They have been demanded before, and réfused. 

On counting the negative side, but seventeen 
Senators rose—no quorum voting. i 

Mr. GWIN. Now we can take the yeas and 
nays. 

The yens and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall vote against the amend- 
ment, because I do not see that it is important 
whether the roll is in one place or the other. I 
cannot see at this time that it is very important. 
Upon another occasion, and on another bill, I 
may be ready to vote for it. B 

Mr. GWIN. It is important, inasmuch as 
they cannot get their pay unless this is done. 

Mr. DAWSON. Here is the law which made 
the appropriation: > 


I have no objection to such 


so 
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«c And he it further enacted, That for the pay and equip- 
ment of mounted riflemen, finding their own horses and 
forage, volunteering and serving under the command of 
Captain john C, Frémont, in California, in the year 1846, 
upon the muster-roll now on file in the War Department, 
and supplies for the volunteers in said service, $168,000.” 


A part of the muster-rolls are in the Navy De- 
partment, and cannot be transferred to the War 
Department to meet the appropriation. The ob- 
ject of the amendment is merely to justify the 
Secretary of War in transferring them to his De- 
partment, and then the money appropriated two 
years ago will be paid out under those muster- 
rolls. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 13; as follows: 


YVEAS—Messts. Adams, Atchison, Benjamin, Brodhead, 
Chase, Dawsonç Fessenden, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hous- 
ton, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Sebas- 
lian, Seward, Stuart, Toucey, Wade, Walker, and Weiler 
2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Brown, Butler, Clay, Cooper, 
Evans, ish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Hunter, Pettit, Pratt, and 
Rockwell—13. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. The last amendment which 
T have is the following: 

And be it further enacted, Thatin the event the Seere- 
tary of War shall deem it inconsistent with the interest of 
the military service to furnish a sufficient portion of the 
military building at Fort Leavenworth for the use of the 
territorial government of Kansas, the sum of $25,000 shall 
be, and in that contingency hereby is, appropriated for the 
erection of publie buildings for the use of the Legislature 
of Kansas, to be expended under the direction of the Gov- 
ernor of said Territory, 

Mr. DAWSON. The public houses in which 
the officers of the Army live are now engaged. By 
the Kansas bill the civil authorities are authorized 
to locate their seat of government there. Since its 
passage, the Secretary of War has signified to the 
committee that those buildings could not be given 
up. In consequence of that communication, this 
appropriation is proposed to be made. Itis neces- 
sary to enable them.to carry on the government. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I submit an amendment 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs, embracing 
appropriations for carrying into effect Indian trea- 


ties which have been ratified since the passage of | 


the Indian appropriation bill: 

Shawnees.—Vor the first installment ofinterest, at five per 
vent. on $40,000 for education, per third article of the treaty 
of May 10, L854, $2,000. 


e 
‘For the first of eight annual installments of money, in j 


payment for lands, per third article of the treaty, May 10, 
1854, $100,000, 

For the expenses of surveying the lands, and setting 
apart the surplus, as provided iu the fifth article of the 
treaty, May 10, 1854, $9,936. 

For payment for relinquishment of certain permanent, 
and other annuities, and satisfaction for losses, damages, 
and claims, per eleventh article of the treaty of May 10, 
1834, 327,000. 


Kaskaskia, and Peoria, and Wea, and Piankeshaw.— | 


For the expenses of surveying the lands, as provided in the 
third and fourth articles of the treaty of May 30, 1854, 
$5,300. 

The payment of the first of three installments in money, 
f $13,000 each, for purchase of former permanent annt- 


article of the treaty of May 30, 1854, $13,000. 


For the rst of five instailinents, for support of a black- ; 


smith and assistant, per sixth article of the treaty of 30th 
May, 1854, 0. 

For the first of five installments, for the purchase of iron 
and Stee per sixth article of the treaty of 30th May, 1854, 
220. : 

# For the erection of asmith shop, and purchase of tools 
therefor, per sixth article of the treaty of 30th May, 1854, 
$120. "Ze 

z Miamies.—For the expenses of surveying the lands as 
provided in the second article of the treaty, June 5, 1854, 
$7,452. 

For interest, at the rate of five per centum, on $50,000, 
for educational ‘purposes, &c., per third article of the treaty 
June 5, 1854, $2,500. 

Reappropriation: For payment of the valuation of in- 
provements ou lands ceded, as stipulated in the sixth article 
of the treaty of 1834, and the seventh article of the treaty 
oF 1838, (the amount having been carried to the surplus 
fund by warrant No. 94, of September 24, 1852,) per fourth 
article of the treaty, June 5, 1854, $8,000 68. 

For the payment to the Miamies residing on the ceded 
lands of the first of six equal annual installments for pur- 
chase of former perpetual and other annuities, and relin- 
quishment of claims, &c., per fourth article of the treaty, 
June 5, 1854,°$31,739 11. 

For payment in full to John Grigg and Sash-o quosh, as 
provided in the fourth article of said last mentioned treaty, 
$9,689 22. 

For payment of the claims of Miamies who live on the 
ceded lands, for damages and loss of stock and other prep- 
erty, and for losses of improvements, &e., caused by 
their removal from Sugar Creek, per fourth article of the 
treaty, June 5, 1854, $7,775 82. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. Another amendment be- 


ps, and relinquishiment of claims and damages, per sixth | 


i raft of Red river,” approved January 7, 1853, be, and i 


comes necessary in the form of a proviso to that, 


to annul certain appropriations made in the Indian 
appropriation bill: f ; 

Provided, That the following appropriations contained in 
the Indian appropriation act; passed at the present session, 
are hereby annulled and repealed : 

For fulfilling treaties with the Shawnees: 

Permanent provision for salt, $60; biacksmith and assist- 
ant, $840; iron and steel, $220. 

for fulfilliug treaties with the Piankeshaws: 

Permanent annuities, $800. 

For fulfilling treaties with the Weas: 

Permanent aunwity, $3,000. 

For fulfilling treaties with the Miamies: 

Money in lieu of laborers, $250 ; agricultural implements, 

200. 
+ For fulfilling treaties with the Delawares: 

Permanent annuity, fourth article, treaty of August, 
1795, $1,000; permanent annuity, third article, treaty of 
September, 1809, $500; permanent annuity, fifth article, 
treaty of October, 1818, $4,000; permanent annuity, article 
supplementary, &c., 1829, $1,000 ; permauents provision for 
blacksmith, October, 1818, $720. 

Permanent provisions {pr iron and steel for shop, October, 
1818, $220. 


Mr. HUNTER. J ask the unanimous consent 
to make a report from the committee of conference 
on the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. WELLER. That will necessarily take 
gome time; because I shall have to find out what 
amendment numbers one, fourteen, sixteen, and 
so on, is, 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. 
ment: 

Menomonees.—Kor payment of expenses incurred in 
negotiating the articles of May 12, 1854, with the Me- 
nomonees, supplemental and amendatory to the treaty of 
October, 1848, $ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. The next amendment 
which Í have is: A 

And be it further enacted, That the sums appropriated 
by the act of March 3, 1849, forthe removal and subsistence 
of the Menomouces, aud for the establishbinent of a manual 
labor school, &e., for them, and now remaining in the 
Treasury, together with the sums for the pay of a miller, 
heretofore appropriated, be paid to, and extended for the 
benefit of said Menomonee Indians, according to the stipu- 
lations of said supplementary and amendatory articles. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. The next is to perform a 


I have another amend- 


į treaty with the Creeks: 


For payment, as stipulated by the article dated June 13, 
1854, supplementary to the treaty at Fort Gibson, Novem- 
ber 3, 4828, to individuals of the Creek nation for claims 
for property abandoned aud lost in cousequence of their 
emigration west of the Mississippi, to be distributed ander 
the direction of the chief agent of the United States to the 
Creeks, in the proportion as set forth and determined in 
the schedule referred to in the seeond asticle of said treaty 
of November 3, 18 $350,000: Provided, however, That 
the appropriation of 317,500 for interest thereon, contained 
in the indian appropriation act, passed at the present ses- 
sion, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. The last amendment 
which I have from the committee is to insert: 

For extra clerk hire for the service of the Indian office 
for one year, commencing on ‘he Ist of August next, 
$5,600. 

For payment of the expenses of the delegates of the Creek 
nation, now in this city, 1,199 55. 

Mr. PETTITT. The first part of that amend- 
ment seems to reach from the first of August next. 


: It must have been drawn up some days ago. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. 
I so modify it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. {Í have another amend- 


it means this August, and 


ment, which I do not offer from the Committee on | 


Indian Affairs: 
That the joint resolution entitled “ A resolution explana- 
tory of the act appropriating money for the removal of the 


hereby, repealed, and that the Secretary of the Department 
of War be authorized to expend the appropriation in refer- 


| ence to Red river raft in such a way,and for such purposes 


as he may approve, having in view the improvement of the 
navigation of Red river in and around said raft. 


Mr. PRATT. 
that. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. As the yeas and nays are | 


called for, a few words will explain the amend- 
ment to the Senate. In the first place, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the appropriation which it seeks to control 
has already been made; and unless some provision 
is made in regard to it, it will become ineffectual, 
because it will relapse into the surplus fund. In 
the next place, the amendment does not propose 
to divert the fund to another purpose, but only to 
enlarge the discretion of the Secretary of War, 
and enable him to carry out the object of the ap- 


I ask for the yeas and nays on | 


propriation. Unless itis passed, that appropriation 
will be placed in thesingular predicamentof being 
the only one contained in the last river and harbor 
bill which is tied up from the purpose for which it 
was made. This preposition is embraced precisely 
in the river and harbor bill which we have just 
; passed. {tis also embraced ina resolution which 
| passed this body, I think, without a division, and 
i‘went to the other House; so that it has been de- 
liberately sanctioned by both Houses; and yet, in 
consequence of not being on the same bill, thereis 
no certainty that it will pass. I omitted to move 
| it to the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, at 
the suggestion of the Senator from Virginia that the 
Army bill was the proper place for it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I did not say’ I thought it 
right. I thought it more proper in the Army 
than in the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 
I cannot vote for it. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. He thought it more proper. 
The expenditure is to be made by the Secretary of 
War. Itis, therefore, peculiarly appropriate to 
the Army appropriation bill. It contains no new 
appropriation. It simply carries out the object 
indicated in the old law. I will.simply remark, 
in conclusion, that an amendment involving pre- 
cisely the same‘principle was ‘Incorporated, by a 
deliberate vote of the Senate, upon the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. I allude to the one 
offered by the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. 
BapGer] in reference to the use of a former ap- 
propriation for his State. The principle and pre- 
cedent have been sanctioned by the deliberate 
votes of the Senate; and, with this explanation, I 
submit the question. f 

Mr. PRATT. This very appropriation is con- 
tained in the river and harbor bill; and although 
I believe it to be right, yet I believe all the other 
| appropriations in that bill are right, and | wish 
| them all to share the same fate. If this is to be 
contained in another bill, so as to give it additional 
ehance; we might as well add that whole bill to 
this. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This is notan appropria- 
tion now made for the States of Arkansas and 
Louisiana. The appropriation was made in the 
river and harbor bill two yearsago. All the other 
appropriations made in that bill have been ex- 
pended. This particular appropriation alone re- 
mains unexpended by reason of a particular limit- 
ation contamed in the appropriation bill which 
has prevented the Secretary of War from carrying 
| out the object of the appropriation. It is true we 
have put it in the river and harbor bill again this 
year, but it is too late in the session for that bill 
to pass. The object is not to put us in any better 
position than anybody else, but to give us the 
: game rights that all others have already enjoyed. 
| The appropriations made two years ago for all 
! other sections of the Confederacy have been ex- 

pended in their favor. This one appropriation for 
| the benefit of Louisiana and Arkansas has not yet 
| been expended, and the object of this amendment 
| is to enable the Secretary of War to expend it. 
' Mr. SLIDELL. I wish simply to make one 
| observation in reply to the objection of the Senator 
| from Maryland. He objects to this amendment be- 
| 


== 
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cause the same provision is contained in the river 
and harbor bill. I think he was silent when a 
i: similar proposition was made in relation to the 
iH improvement of the Albemarle sound, and added 
|| without a dissenting voice in the Senate to the 
i civil and diplomatic bill, though that very provis- 
i ion is embodied in the river and harbor bill. 

| The question being taken on the amendment 
by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 33, nays 4; as, 
follows: 

|| YVEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Benjamin, 
|| head, Chase, Clay, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Evans, Pes- 
i! senden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, Johnson, Jones 
li of Towa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Morton, Pearee, 
|! Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Thom- 
son of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Wade, Walker, and 
| Weller—33. 

i  NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Hunter, Mason, and Pratt—4. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the Heuse of 
Representatives, by Mr, Forwey, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the Speaker had signed the bill for 
the relief of Thomas Bronaugh, and for the repeal 
of the “act to aid the Territory of Minnesota in 
the construction of a railroad therein,” approved 
: the 29th of June, 1854, and the joint resolution 
| directing the presentation of a medal to Com- 
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mander: Duncan “N. Ingraham; which were then 
signed by the President pro tempore: 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed, without amendment, Senate bill to 
incorporate the Pioneer Manufacturing Company 
of Georgetown, District of Columbia. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The message also. announced that the House 
had agreed to the report of the committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill“ making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, and for other 
purposes.” 

Mr. HUNTER asked unanimous consent to be 
allowed to present the report of the committee of 
conference on that bill; but, objection being made, 
the Senate continued, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have an amend- 
ment to offer which has been estimated for by the 
Department: : 


For the construction of a military road from the Rio 
Grande, near El Paso, to the river Colorado, and for sink 
ing wells thereon, $12,000, to be expended under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of War. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


‘Mr. GWIN. I offer an amendment to come in 
after the appropriation “ for pay of the Army:” 

Provided, That hereafter the officers of engineers in 
command of, and superintending works, shali be entitled to 
the pay.and emoluments attached totheir brevet rank during 
the period of their service in such commands. 

1 will, in a word, explain this amendment: Two 
officers of the engineer corps are now engaged in 
superintending the works at Fort Pointand Alca- 
tras Island, in the Bay of San Francisco. They 
are both brevet officers, but do not receive the pay 
of their brevet rank. It is a highly importantand 
responsible station. They have disbursements to 
make of enormous amounts of money, and receive 
nothing but their ordinary pay. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MASON. I have an amendment to offer. 
It is to insert after the appropriation for repais 
and improvements, and new machinery at Har- 
per’s Ferry, the following: 

For the erection of anew arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, 
$27,000. 


Por the purchase of a house and lot on Cliff street, at 
Harper’s Ferry, at its junction with Shenandoah street, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, $8,850: Provided, 
"That whatever portion of this appropriation may be required 
therefor, shall be applied towards removing said house. 

For repairs and. improvements to the rifle works at Iar- 
per’s Ferry, $5,500. 

Mr. President, these proposed appropriations 
are amongst the estimates from the War Depart- 
ment for the armory at Harper’s Ferry. They 
were given to me by the member of the House 
-who is now at the head of the Military Com- 
mittee there, with the information corroborated by 
the papers which he showed me, that they were | 
taken from a series of estimates made by the War 
Department; and he requested that I would offer 
them. 

Harper’s Ferry is not far from my own resi- 
dence, and L happen to know personally that the 
arsenal where the arms are now stored, from its 
position, was subject to inandation from the river 
some two or three years since, and the War 
Department then asked for authority to be en- 
abled to build a new arsenal, on’ higher ground. | 
They commenced it, and this appropriation will 
enable them to complete it. The other item is for 
the purchase of a house, which, I can say, from 
my knowledge of the premises, is desirable to be 
purchased and to be removed, in order to avoid 


| Mr. DAWSON, 


millions deposited with the States. Now, sir, E 
think we had better get rid of the whole matter, 
and, therefore, I offer this amendment as a sub- 
stitute for that offered. by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia: ` ` 
And be it further enacted, That the President of the Uni- į 
ted States be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to | 
cause to be sold, to the highest bidder, after sixty days? 
{notice in one or more newspapers published in the cities of | 
Washington, Battimore, Philadelphia, New York, and Bos į 
ton, the grounds and property owned by the Government at 
Springfield, in Massachusetts, and Harper’s Ferry, in Vir- | 
ginia, and used as arinoties of the United States. i 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, 1 think it not 
at all improbable that, if it becomes the estab- 
lished policy of this Government to leave the re- 
| sponsibjlity for the manufacture of arms to the 
Executive, and to take away the control, it must 
j result in changing the whole scheme of manufac- 
turing arms, and it will pass over to private con- 
tract. {think that must be a necessary result, if 
the Executive cannot be responsible, if you take 
away the control, as has been done by an amend- | 
ment, which has prevailed, to the bill. But yet, | 
until that is done, the public property ought to be | 
preserved. As I said-before, there is no- arsenal,” 
or proper place for storing arms, adequate for the 
purpose, at Elurper’s Ferry at present. I shall | 
vote against the amendment of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Tennessee, but reserve to myself, asa | 
Senator from Virginia, to determine upon the 
policy of changing the whole system, and giving | 
| it over to private contract, if the poliéy prevails | 
of leaving the responsibility with the Executive, 
and taking away from him the control. i 
` Mr. DAWSON. lam opposed to both amend- 
ments for the present. The amendment of the 
Senator from Virginia is for the building of a new 
arsenal at Harper’s Ferry. That is a matter 
which ought to have gone before the Committee 
on Military Affairs of this body. The Senator 
| has referred to the chairman of the Committee on | 
Military Affairs in the House of Representatives. 
He should have presented the amendment to that 
| House. | 
Mr. MASON. I was informed by that gentle- | 
man that he did present the amendment, in a differ- | 
ent form—in avery general form, There is a | 
fund at Harper’s Ferry, derived from the sale of | 
| certain public property there, amounting, | think, | 
to $80,000 or $90,000. When the proposįtion | 
| was presented to the House of Representatives, it | 
was, to leave that fund at the discretion of the | 
War Department, to be expended at Harper’s 
Ferry for various purposes of improvement, these | 
among the vest. It was voted down by the House 
in that form, and we, therefore, selected these as 
the most important items of the estimates of the 
War Department. 
| Mr. DAWSON. I have every confidence in 
i the gentleman representing that district in the 
| House of Representatives; but I say to the Sen- | 
| ator now, and I say to the Senate, that it is better 
to let the matter pass over. The object is to re- 
| move a House which belongs to an mdividual out | 
| of a particular street. A yeurortwoago,! think, | 
an appropriation of $16,500 was made for the | 
purpose of beginning the new arsenal. That | 


1 
| direction. 


i Mr. MASON. Part of it. : 
; Mr. DAWSON. You say part of it kas not : 


i appropriation of $16,500 has not gone in that || 


:gone. They have done nothing. | 
! Mr. MASON. They have done a little. 
They may have gone on, | 
and dug a foundation, but that is a small begin- | 
| ning. My objection is, that the change which | 
has taken place in relation to the arraories by the $ 
vote to-night, has produced a feeling in the mind ! 


i 


i ofthe Senator from Virginia which has almost | 


by the Government, to avoid the risk of fire by 
eae adjacent buildings, when necessary. | 
hese items have been selected from the appro- | 
priations recommended by the War Department, | 
as those most important; and 1 submit them to | 
the Senate. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is very obvious | 
that these armories are to be a source of continual 
annoyance tous. The Secretary of War, in his 
letter which was read here to-night, and which, I 
think, was treated with great indifference, because 
his recommendation was rejected, stated that we | 


| 
risks of fire. Itis a policy which has been pursued | 
i 


have now six hundred thousand stand of arms in 
the national armories. We have upwards of two | 


| we now make an appropriation of money to build | 
j an arsenal in the neighborhood of that armory, | 
| to take care of the public arms. The better plan, | 


jand the prudent one, is that which I suggest: | 
| to avoid, for the present, any appropriation for | 
hese armories, especially when itis based upon 
facts which we do not thoroughly comprehend. 
T am also opposed to the amendment offered by 
my friend from Tennessee; and I beg to say to 
him that I think it is better to let this matter lie 
over until the next session of Congress, when 
the subject can be taken up and thoroughly inves- | 
| tigated; and if his proposition shall succeed to | 


t 
it 


| brought him to vote for the entire repeal of the | 
|| laws establishing armories. Then why should | 


dispose of the armories, any further appropria- 
tions will be unnecessary. I think, however, the 
Senate ought not now, under the existing circum- 
stances, to vote a single dollar of appropriation 
for arsenals or armories. I hope Senators will 
concur with me in that opinion, e 

Mr. MASON. l said this, and I repeat it: if 
the Executive is to remain responsible for the 
management of the armories, you must leave the 
control with the Executive; and if you take awa 
the control, it must result in the change of the 
whole system ; “but until that is done, there ought 
to be some means provided for preserving the arms 
which are made. i 

Mr. DAWSON. Now, I willask the Senator 
from Virginia whether this amendment of his is a 
recommendation of the Department, er presented 
from a committee? 

Mr. MASON. It was my misfortune not to 
be heard by the honorable Senator who makes the 
inquiry. I said it had been estimated for by the 
War Department, was before the House in a more 
general form, rejected there, as 1 am informed, 
because of its general character, and presented 
here in the form of specific appropriations. 

Mr. DAWSON. The estimate for the pre- 
ceding year, I think, was $16,500, and that amount 
was appropriated. ‘There was no estimate for this 
purpose laid before the Committee on Military 
Affairs of this body; at least, none that F saw. 

Mr. SLIDELL called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment of Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, to the 
amendment; and they were ordered, and being 
taken resulted—yeas.21, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Benjamin, Brod- 
head, Butler, Chase, Clay, Dawson, Douglas, Evans, Fish, 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Jones of Tennessee, 
Pearce, Petrit, Sumner, Toombs, and Wade—-21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bright, Brown, Cooper, Dodge 
of lowa, Fessenden, Foot, Houston, Hunter, James,.John- 
son, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pratt, Kockwell, 


Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Toucey, Walker, 
and Weller—25. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


|| jected. 


Mr. Mason’s amendment was also rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to offer the following 
amendment: 

For the purchase of three thousand stand of Sharp’s 
rifle, $90,000: Provided, The Secretary of War, after fair ` 
practical test thereof, shall deem the purchase advisable 
and proper. 

I wish simply to read the statement of the Ord- 
nance Bureau and the Secretary of War upon 

War DEPARTMENT, 


this subject: 
Wasninaton, July 29, 1854. ? 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 27th instant, inclosing a resolution of the 
Senate, directing the Committee on Military Affairs to in- 


| quire into the expediency of an appropriation for the pur- 
| chase of the “© Sharp’s rifle” for the use of the Army of the 


United States, and asking whether they are necessary, and 
what sum should be appropriated for the purpose. 

In reply Į transmit you a report of the Colonel of Ord- 
nance on the subject, in whose views I concur, and recom- 
mend an appropriation of $90,000, subject to the restric- 
tions stated by him. 

The resolution of the Senate is herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 
Hon. James SHIELDS, Chairman Committee of Military 

Affairs. 

ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, July 28, 1854. 
Sir: In answer to General Shields’s etter of the 27th 


i; instant, respecting the expediency of an ‘appropriation for 


the purchase of Sharp’s rifles, t have the honor to report : 

In the examinations and trials of breech loading arms, 
by boards of officers, Sharp’s principle bas been pronounced 
superior to others, and his arms most suitable for the use 
of mounted troops. Some of them have been purchased 
and issued to the troops, and are now undergoing the final 
test of trial in actual service. Reports of the resultof that 
test have not yet been received; but there is reason to 
suppose that they will be favorable. If they should ba 
such as to warrant the adoptian of the arm into the United 
States service, there will be required, to supply all the 
mounted troops with arms made on this principte, of pat- 
terns suitable for the different kinds of mounted troops, 
riflemen, and dragoons, about three thousand; to preserve 
which, with their appendages, will require about $90,000, 

As the adoption of Sharp’s arms is dependent on the re- 
sult of the practical test, their purchase should be author- 
ized, subject to the result of that test; which will be effected 
by an appropriation for the purchase, if the Secretary of 
War should deem it advisable and proper. 

General Shields’s letter, with its inelosure, is returned 
herewith. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. K. CRAIG, Colonel of Ordnance. 


Hon. Jerr. Davis, Secretary of War. 
Thus we have a distinct recommendation of 
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I believe it will be well to |} 
make this appropriation. I am instructed by the | 
Committee on Military Affairs to offer the amend- 
ment, and E hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I de not understand this. 
But a few minutes ago we said mechanics were 
the proper persons to judge of the manufacture of | 
arms, and that they must be employed for that 
purpose. Now it is proposed to refer this ques- 
tion tothe War Department, and, of course, toa | 
board of officers. How is the Secretary of War | 
to ascertain the practicability of this arm? Itis: 
well known that the Secretary of War will refer 
this matter to a board of officers, or judge of it: 


himself. ii 
Mr. TOUCEY. It has already been exam- i 
ined. i 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Then it has been by mil- ` 
itary officers; and I supposed we had decided in |! 
favor of mechanics. [ am opposed to this special ` 
legislation. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The feeling under which the 
Sehator from Pennsylvania makes those remarks | 
can be very plainly seen. His feeling is that of | 
regret, not to express it in any stronger language, 
that a particular view which he has had in regard 
to the public service has not been sustained by | 
the votes of the Senate to-night in reference to the 
armories. ‘There is no inconsistency between the | 
proposition which we offer—to pe arms | 
made by private individuals when they are deemed | 
fit by the Department after a practical test—and 
voting against putting Army officers to superin- | 
tend the making of arms. They are two entirely 
distinct and separate matters. One relates to the 
supervision of the armories, the other to the pur- 
chase of arms to equip the forces of the United 
States. I regret that we cannot all agree, and 
have but one view upon any public subject; but 
I humbly submit that there is no. such inconsist- | 
ency as the Senator from Pennsylvania thinks in 
this instance. T see no propriety in the complaint 
which he makes, for this amendment relates to | 
the purchase of arms already made, and the other |. 
to the supervision and direction of the making of 
them. 
Mr. DAWSON, It is true, no doubt, as stated | 
by my colleagué on the Committee on Military 
Affairs, [Mr. Jonnson,] that a majority of the ;; 
committee have to-night recommended this appro- | 
priation. 

Mr. JOHNSON. May I ask the honorable | 
Senator one question? How often has he partici- | 
pated in the same kind of action that he should | 
lay a stress upon the word “‘ to-night,” as to the 
action of the committee in this instance ? 

Mr. DAWSON, Ihave not objected to that, 
but I say that this appropriation has been recom- | 
mended to-night, I suppose, by a majority of the 
committee, they standing three to two. A sub- 
stantial ébjection to this proposition is, that the | 
Secretary of Warsays these rifles are now under- 
going an experiment. There is no ascertained 
fact in relation to them which would justify Con- ` 
gress in making an appropriation of $90,000 to 
purchase them. It istrue as my friend from Ar- : 
kansas says, they have been examined by the | 
head of the Ordnance Bureau, and he has formed | 
a favorable opinion in regard to them. 

Mr. JOFINSON. Has he not said that, as far |: 
as they are tested, they are superior to any other |! 
arms? 

Mr. DAWSON. Precisely so; but we have yet |, 
no report from the Department of War as to the | 
finalresult of the experiments. It has been already |, 
said to-night that we have more than six hundred | 
thousand stand of arms now in our possession. | 
Then why should we, atthis period of the session, |: 
make an appropriation of $90,000, when there are |) 
other arms before the same committee competing | 
for the appropriation ? à 

Mr. JOHNSON. This is simply to furn 
three thousand of our mounted troops. 

Mr. DAWSON. We shall be in session in |} 
ninety or one hundred and twenty days from the |! 
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|| matter? I am decidedly in favor of doing any- 
| cipitately. 


|i they were ordered, 


; amendment read: 


| for the use of the United States Army, $90,000: Provided, 
| that the Secretary of War, after a fair practical test thereof, 


ij in competition with Sharp’s. Ihave had some 
|| experience in the use of arms. 
| Sharp’s rifle | thought it was the best I had ever 
i seen; but l am satisfied, from further observation, 
; that it is not the best | have seen. 
į the opinion of those who have used it; and while 


i 
» more calculated to stand hard service, and long i! 


i ment, and of the Ordnance Bureau. 


‘entirely in favor of the weapon. 


: therefore hope the amendment of the committee 
| will be adapted. 


every other respect, it is superior to the Sharp 


ithe board of officers who made trial of it; but I 
' understand the report has not been taken up for |: ; 
; examination, and, consequently, has not been |, that the rules of the Senate prevent a Senator 
| submitted. I ask for the yeas and nays on the 
:, amendment to the amendment, to see whether dis- 


_ cretion is to be left to the Secretary or not. 


: Butler, Chase, Clay, Dawa 


‘i ner, 


i Walker— 


: : = a : 
present time. Why then should we hurry this | 
| 


thing that is right, but Í do not wish to act pre- | 


Mr. PRATT called for the yeasand nays; and | 


Mr. WALKER. {moveto amend the amend- 
ment by striking out ‘Sharp’s rifle,” and insert- 
ing ‘the best breech-loading rifle, in the opinion 
of the Secretary of War;’? so as to make the 


For the purchase of three thousand stand of the best I 
breech-loading rifle, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, |! 


|i 
shall deem the purchase advisable and proper. 


As has been remarked by the Senator from 
Georgia, there are other breech-loading rifles now 


When I first saw | 


I have heard 


it is a remarkable gun when used with care, for a | 
few times, it is not upon a plan of construction || 


I think are constructed on a better principle, and | 


service. But, sir, I would not propose an amend- |i 
ment to this bill which should make it the impera- | 
tive duty of the Secretary of War to select that |! 
particular arm, if, in his opinion, it stood the i 
test; but Fam willing to take the amendment in | 
the shape I have proposed, in preference to the | 
other; but I am not certain that I shall vote forit | 
if so amended. It will then, atany rate, certainly | 
be in a better form. i 

Mr. TOUCEY. The rifle which is mentioned | 
in the original amendment is, I think, the best i 
one of that description now extant. Thatis the i 


opinion of the most competent and experienced | F 


men. That is the opinion of the War Depart- 
It is the best 
breech-loading rifle, and is designed to be sup- | 
plied for mounted men. Tt is on trial in the 
hands of infantry, to ascertain whether it is not j| 
also the best weapon for infantry. 1 am confi- i 
dent in saying that such is its range and its eff- i 


«ciency, that it will more than double the power of | 
l; the troops in whose hands it is placed. 


lt has | 
recently received a gold medal from the Emperor li 
of France, who is a very competent judge. It |) 
has been tried bya board of officers here, i think, | 
more than once, and their judgmentyhas been | 

Now, under | 
those circumstances, this appropriation is asked; li 
but itis made to depend upon the judgment of |, 
the Secretary of War, and if there is another, 
that is better, this one will not be purchased. I 


Mr. WALKER. The arm to which I referred || 
has been submitted to a board of officers for test; || 
and if I had it here, I think f could show that, in | 
point of range and penetration, and in almost | 


rifle. 


That is the report. which has gone into the | 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being » 
taken, resulted--~yeas 22, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adar Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, i 
a, Evans, Fish, Poot, Gillette, {| 
yell, Seward, Stidell, Sun- |: 
ry, Toombs, Wade, and 


Houston, Hunter, Pratt, Ro: 
Thomson of New Jer: 


f 


s. Bright, Brown, Dodge of Iowa, Fitz- $ 
Geyer, Gwin, Johnson, Morton, Sebastian, Stuart, ‘i 
ad Weller -12. í 
o the amendment to the amendment was | 
adopted: and the question recurred on the amend- 
ment of the committee, as amended. 

Mr. TOUCEY. | shall votə for the amend- 
mentas amended. I am so entirely confident of 
the supe y of this M, that [ entertai i 
doubt that it will be selected by the Secretary of | 
War. I voted against the amendment to the |; 
amendment, because it was authorizing the pur- | 
chase of arms not known to the Senate; whereas, | 


Toucey, 


S 


= 
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i by the President as comm È 
| the Secretary of War shall submitall reports, maps, pro- 
| files, and records of all explorations and surveys conducted 


i 
i that ever can last in long service. At least, sir, || ® 


that is my opinion. I have seen other arms which i! railroa 


| necess 


' which they may deem nece: 


| War Department, or the Ordnance Bureau, from |; read. 


‘mated for by a Department, or presented by a 


© proposition entirely, 


as the amendment originally stood, it restricted 
the Secretary to this, and he would reject it if 
there were a better one; but still I will vote forit. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays'on 
the amendment, as amended, resulted—yeas 19, 
nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Brodhead, Brown, Dodge of 
Jowa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hous- 
ton, James, Johnson, Mallory, Morton, Sebastian, Stuart, 


| Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, and Weller—19, 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bright; Butler, 
Chase, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, 
Foot, Hunter, Jones of Tennessee, Norris, Pratt, Roek- 


well, Seward, Slidell, Sumner, Toombs, Wade,avd Walk- 
er 2. 


So the amendment, as amended, was rejected. 


Mr, FESSENDEN. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in after the appropriation 
‘* for continuing the explorations and surveys to 
ascertain the best route for a railway to the Pa- 
cific:”’ 


And three experienced civil engineers shall be appointed 
oners, to whose examination 


under the direction of the War Department, relating to'a 
railroad to the Pacific; and it shall be the duty of saidcom- 
sioners to report, as soon as practicable, to the Seere- 
of War upon the comparative facilities afforded for a 
iby the different routes surveyed, the commercial 
ies therefor, and advantages thereof, its probable 
profit and cost; and to submit such views upon the mode 
of construction, and upon the general subject, as are usu- 


tary 


; ally presented by engineers in.relation to such snbjects, and 


sary and proper. And the said 
oners shall be paid such amounts for their services 
sary expenses for clerk hire, out of the foregoing 


commis: 
and ne 


|| Appropriation of 150,000, as the Secretary shall considera 


reasonable and proper compensation for the same. 


~ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brient in 
the chair.) Is that recommended by any one of 
the standing committees of the Senate? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir; but it contains 


i no appropriation, 


Mr. PRATT. Does it not contain an appro- 
oriation for the pay of the officers? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. If Senators will examine 


: the clause to which theamendmentis moved, they 


will find that it contains an appropriation, the ex- 


‘penditure of which this amendment directs in a 


particular mode, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of opinion that such an amendment is not in order 
to a general appropriation bill. If the Senate 


i desire it, he will submit the question to their 


decision. 


Mr. WELLER. If such a thing be proper, I 


‘shduld like to have the reasons on which the 


opinion of the Chair is founded. : f 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chait 
founds his opinion on the fact that the amend- 
ment has not been recommended by any one of 
he standing committees of the body, and is not 


: in pursuance of an estimate from the head of any 
: Departmént. 


It is, therefore, excluded by the 
rule.. But the Chair will submit the question to 
the Senate whether the amendment is in order 
under the 30th rule. : 

Mr. WELLER. That, I suppose, is a debat- 
able question, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to hear the rule 
I know that certain things have to be esti« 


standing committee, but I have never yet heard 


from preposing to modify or change the direction 


ofan appropriation already made by the bill 


itself, If I understand it, thisamendment simply 


: provides the manner in which a sum appropriated 


by the bill shall be used. It provides for a board 
to make the appropriation more effective. I can- 
net see any rule of construction or parliamentary 

ractice by which the amendment can be ex- 


i eluded. 


Mr. CHASE, The Chair will remember that, 
during the last session of Congress, upon a mo- 


4 tion in respect to an appropriation for the Pacific 


railroad exploration, the Senator from Wisconsin, 


: (Mr. Warker,}] moved to strike out the whole 
J 
= araendment, ! 


ving only the appropriation, and 
to direct the expenditure of that appropriation to 
another object, introducing a new and distinct 
That question was largely 
debated at the time in the Senate, and it was ruled 
that the amendment was in order, aad the Chair, 
in so ruling, was sustained by the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
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: has sustained what he understands to be the rule, 
‘but he will submit the question to. the Senate, 
whether they will receive the amendment of the 


Senator from Maine. ; , 
Task that the 30th rule 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
be read? : ; 

It was.read as follows: 

«30. No amendment, proposing additional appropria- 
tions, shall be received to any general appropriation bill, 
unless it he made to earry out the provisions of some ex- 
isting law, or some act or resolution previously passed by 
the Senate during that session, or moved by direction of a 
standing or seleet cominittee, or in pursuance of an esti- 
mate trom the head of some of the Departments; and-no 
amendment shall be received whose object is to provide 
for a private. claim, unless it be to carry out the provisions 
‘of’ an existing law, or a treaty stipulation.” 

Mr. DAWSON. ‘None of these surveys have 
been returned, and in all probability they will not 
be here’before the meeting of the next session. I 
dislike to create a board of this sort | 

.Mr, WELLER. The question is now, whether 
we shall entertain the amendment? Not upon its 
merits. 

Mr. DAWSON. But the question-of order is, 
whether this shall be received?. The bill already ' 
appropriates $150,000, and the amendment pro- 
poses to.apply part of it to the payment of three 
civil engineers or commissioners. It seems to me 
that that is clearly an appropriation in the contem- 
plation of the rule. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
had no doubt on that head, but he has submitted 
the question to the Senate whether they will en- 
tertain the amendment. 

Mr. WELLER. The only question is, whether 
it is in order for a Senator to move an amendment 
directing the particular manner in which an ap- 
pioprianion provided for in the bill shall be ex- 

ended. 

Mr. SEWARD. It seems to me that the ap- 
ropriation is a given sum of money, and whena 
enator is not satisfied with that, he can move to 

give to that sum ef money a different direction, 

“without conflicting with the rules. 

Mr. PRATT. Suppose an appropriation were 
made in the bill for the building of the Capitol 
under the direction of the War Department, would 
it be contended that it would be ih order, because 
that appropriation was in the bill, for an individ- 
ual Senator to offer an amendment to divert that 
money to some object not recommended ? 

Mr. WELLER. No, sir; but I apprehend it 
would bein order to propose an. amendment to 
change the manner in which that building should 
be constructed. Suppose the original appropria- 
tion provided for a certain building, could tE not 
move to change the character of that building 
without having an estimate from the Department? 
Undoubtedly I could. 

Mr. PRATT. Ido not know about the char- 
acter of the building; but here you have commis- 
sioners who are to exhaust this sum. 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays 
on the question whether the amendment could | 
be entertained under the 30th rule; and they were 
ordered, and being taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 
10; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Atchison, Bayard, Benjamin, Chase, 
Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Towa, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, 
Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Houston, James, Mallory, Rockwell, 
Seward, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and 
Weller—23. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Bright, Brown, Evans, Johnson, Mor- 
ton, Pratt, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, and Toucey—16. 


So the amendment was received. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Maine. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WELLER. Iam directed by a majority 


of the Committee on Military Affairs to offer the | 


following amendment as an additional section: 


Seo., —. And be if further enacted, That the Secretaries 
of Warand the Navy, if, in their opinion, the public service 
requires it, are authorized to purchase of the patentee his 
patent for practical anasthasia; and the sum of $100,000 is 
hereby appropriated, to be charged in equal amounts to the 
Army and Navy: Provided, however, Before making the 
purchase, they shail obtain the opinion of the Attorney 
General of the United States atiirming the validity of any 
such patent. 


The amendment was rejected. | 
Mr. GEYER. I offer the following amend- | 


ment, as an additional section: i 
Src. —. And be ti further enacted, That the Secretary 
of War be, and he hereby is, authorized and required to | 
eede and convey to the city of St. Louis the tract of land of ; 


thirty-seven sixty-four one hundreth acres, on which the 
St. Louis arsenal now stands, together with the permanent 
and fixedimprovements, for such sum of money as the said 
Secretary shall deem reasonable, not Jess than the original 
cost of the lands, buildings, and permanent improvements 
thereon, to be paid by said city into the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States ; and the sum of money which shall be so paid, or 
so- much thereof as shall be necessary, is hereby appro- 

riated to the construction of another arsenal on the tract of 
and on which Jefferson barracks are situated, and the re- 
moval thereto of the arms, munitions, machinery, and tools 
now atsaid St. Louis arsenal: Provided, That the possession 
of said tract of land shall not be delivered to said Aty until 
after the new arsenal is completed, and the arms, muni- 
tions, machinery, and tools aforesaid removed thereto, for 
which purposes the period of two years from and after the 
payment of the purchase money shall be allowed: And 
provided also, That the said sale and conveyance shall be 
on condition that the said tract of land shall forever remain 
a public park for the use of the inhabitants of said city, and 
shall be maintained and regulated as such by the said city. 


I will send to the Secretary to be read the let- 
ter of the Secretary of War, together with the re- 
port of Colonel Craig to the Secretary of War, on 
the subject.. 

The Secretary read them, as follows : 


War DEPARTMENT, January 27, 1854. 

Sir: T have considered the subject of the resolution left 
by. you at this Department, directing an inquiry into the ex- 
pediency of ceding to the city of St. Louis, far the purpose 
of a publie park, the ground on which the United States 
arsenal now stands; and l herewith transmit a report from 
the Colonel of Ordnance on the subject. I see no objec- 
tion to the cession, if time be allowed and means be pro- 
vided for the construction of an arsenal on another site, and 
the removal thereto of the arms, munitions, machinery, 
tools, &c., now at the St. Louis arsenal, for which pur- 
pores the sum of $250,000 is estimated to be required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ” 

: JEFF. DAVIS. 

lion. Tuomas H. Benton, Chairman Committee on Mili- 

tary Affairs, House of Representatives. 


ORDNANCE OFFICE, January 27, 1854. 

Sır: I have to acknowledge the reference to this office 
for report of the resolution ofthe House of Representatives 
instructing the Committee on Military Affairs to inquire 
into the expediency of ceding to the city of St. Louis, for 
the purpose ofa publie park, for ever, thaground on which 
the United States arsenal now stands, and to submit the 
following remarks on the measure, the expediency of which 
is the subject of inquiry. ? 

The arsenal is near, and just outside, the limits of the 
city of St. Louis.» It was located and its construction 


commenced in accordance with the act approved May . 


20, 1826, entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the War Department to purchase a site for an arsenal at 
St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, and to provide for the 
erection of an arsenal at the same.” The site selected, 
and on which the arsenal now stands, contains thirty seven 
forty sixth hundredth acres, and is estimated to be now 
worth at. least $200,000, exclusive of the inclosing walis, 
interior fences, drains, culverts, and roads, which are 
valued at $30,000, The buildings, which are constructed 
in the most permanent manner, are valued at $163,010. 
The arms and munitions of war of all kinds, together with 
the machinery and tools in store and in use, are valued at 
$1,275,734 ‘ 

The proposed cession to the city of St. Louis for the pur- 
pose stated in the resolution, will require the abandon- 
ment of the land, with its permanent and fixed improve- 
ments, and of the buildings, the value of which amounts to 
$393,010, and the removal of the rest of the publie prop- 
erty. "The St. Louis arsenal is the only arsenal west of the 
Mississippi, and, exeept that at Pittsburg, the only arsenal 
inthe West where construction and repairs of artillery 
carringes, arms, accoutrements, and munitions can be 
carried on to a great extent. It has now good facilities for 
doing such work, and nearly all the supplies for the West 
and Northwest are prepared there. It cannot be abandoned, 
without very great injury to the publie interest and service, 
until another and similar arsenal is constructed in that part 
of the country to supply its place, and the arms, munitions, 
and al! moveable apparatus at the present arsenal are trans 
ferred thither. The cession to the city of St. Louis until 
after this shall have been done, is, in my opinion, altogether 
inexpedient. On the other hand, there seems no doubt 
that since the original location of the arsenal, the extension 
of the city has brought the two into an inconvenient and 
disadvantageous proximity for both, and that the removal 
of the arsenal toa site further from the city is desirable. 
The erection of proper buildings on the new site, and the 
removal of the ordnance stores and supplies thither, would 
cost, it is estimated, $250,000. If means to this extent 
will be furnished hy the city of St. Louis, in consideration 
of the cession, or by appropriation of Congress for the pur- 
pose, the erection of the buildings and the removal of the 
stores may follow as soon as practicable; and when that is 
done, I know of no objection to the cession of the present 
arsenal to the city. 

The resolution of the House of- Representatives is re- 
turned herewith. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. H. K. CRAIG, Colonel of Ordnance. 
Hon. Jerr. Davis, Secretary of War: 


The amendment was rejected. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in. 

Mr. WELLER. - I now offer the following 


amendment, which was rejected in Committee of 
the Whole: ; 


For tbe payment of claims adjudicated by tke board of 


Army officers, appointed by the Secretary of War, mder the 
sixth section of the act of August 31, 1852, $129,885 234, 

In regard to this amendment, I have only to 
say that the amount named in it is the amount of 
claims favorably passed on by the commissioners. 
Claims to the amount of over $865,006 were pre- 
sented, of which $400,000 were rejected or suss 
pended, and $129,000 allowed. A record of their 
allowances has been transmitted to the Commit- 
tee orf Military Affairs, who have carefully exam- 
ined the subject, and are entirely satisfied that the 
allowances are just and proper. 

Mr. BRIGHT called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; and they ‘were ordered. 

Mr. GWIN. This board of officers was or- 
ganized under an act passed two years ago. They 
have been, for two years, engaged in the examin- 
ation of these claims, and have made an elaborate 
report upon them. Itis well known to those who 
have investigated the subject, that the board have, 
with scrupulous care, examined every claim they 
have passed on; and out of the vast amount pre- 
sented, $865,000, as my colleague stated, they 
have only passed this amount. Sir, it is useless 
to pass laws establishing boards of commissioners, 
if their awards are never to be carried into effect. 
I had hoped there would not be a member of this 
body who would oppose this appropriation. I 
trust it will be agreed to. 

The question being taken by yeas -and nays, 
upon the amendment, resulted—yeas 23, nays 13; 
as follows: ‘ 


YEAS—Mesgsrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Brodhead, 
Brown, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, Gwin, Houston, 
James, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Morton, 
Rusk, Seward, Slidell, ‘Phomson of New Jersey, Toombs, 
Toucey, Walker, and Weller—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bright, Chase, Clay, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, 
Stuart, and Sumner—13. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. TOUCEY. I now renew the amendment 
which was offered and rejected in Committee of 
the Whole, appropriating $90,000 for the purchase 
of rifles. Poa 

Mr. WALKER. In what shape does the Sen- 
ator renew it. As it was modified? 

Mr. TOUCEY. In thesame shape in which it 
was modified. 

Mr. MALLORY. Is the amendment for the 
purchase of three thousand rifles at $90,000—thir- 
ty dollars a rifle? 

Mr. TOUCEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MALLORY. I suggest whether it would 
not be as well to leave the amount, $90,000, 
without specifying the number of rifles? Lam 
using one of these very rifles myself, and I know 
their value, . 

Mr. TOUCEY. I will adopt the suggestion of 
the Senator from Florida, and offer the amend- 
ment in this shape: 

For the purchase of the best breech-loading rifes, in 
the opinion of the Secretary of War, for the nse of the 
United States Army, $90,000: Provided, The Secretary of 
War, after a fair practical test thereof, shall deem the pur- 
chase advisable and proper. 

Mr. STUART called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment, and they were orderedg and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 25, nays 8; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Benjamin, Brown, 
Clay, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, 
Houston, James, Johnson, Maliory, Morton, Rusk, Sebas- 
tian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, 
‘Toombs, Toucey, Walker, and Weller—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bright, Chase, Dawson, Evans, 
Pearce, Pratt, and Rockwell—s. 


So the amendment was adopted. 


Mr. DAWSON. The Senate has agreed to the 
amendment appropriating $129,000 as part of the 
award made by the commissioners appointed 
under the act of August 31, 1852. I beg now to 
present the following amendment as an additional 
section: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the board ot 
officers appointed under the sixth section of the ‘act 
making appropriations for the support of the Army for the 
year ending June 30, 1853,” approved Angust 31, 1852, is 
hereby authorized and directed, in addition to the powers 
and duties already conferred upon it, to extend its exam- 
inations to claims arising from the destruction of property 
by the troops serving under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel John C. Frémont, in California, in the years 1846 
and 1847, by his orders, as well as for the destruction of 
property by the enemy caused by the ocenpancy of the 
Claimants premises by the said troops: That said board 
is empowered to examine witnesses under oath, and take 
testimony, if necessary, in California or elsewhere: That 
for the payment of claims heretofore favorably reported 
upon by the board, including that numbered one hundred 
and ninety-seven, being the claim of Santiago E. Arguello, 
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the payment of witness fees, duly summoned by #he board 
at a rate not exceeding those paid by the United States dis 
trict courts in California, or/elsewhere, as the case may 
be, the traveling expenses /of said board, noy exceeding 
sixteen cents per mile to gach member, and: other inci- 
dental expenses. : i 


k 


Mr. President, in 1852 we passed a‘law requir- 
ing the President of the United States to appoint 
a board of commissioners to investigate these 
claims. The President appointed Colonel Smith, 
Colonel ‘Thomas, and Major Lee, and they were 
required to sit in this city. They have done that, 
and have reported to Congress that they have 
allowed $129,885 of these claims; and’ rejected 
or suspended $411,998, There are then about 
$300,000 more of claifhs which they have not pre- 
tended to make any report upon, from the fact 
that the testimony was not satisfactory. The 
whole amount of claims presented to them was 
$865,803, as claims against the Government aris- 
ing out of the defense of California by Colonel 
Frémont and his men during the Mexican war. 

Now the question is, what are we to do with 
these commissioners? They cannot discharge 
their full duties here, unless the Government risks 
a great deal by sending to California for witnesses 
to come here, and thereby increasing the expense 
For the purpose of continuing the board, this 
amendment has been presented, authorizing them 
to go tothe State of California and hear the testi- 
mony in relation to theclaims. If we do notnow 
do something of this sort, the board will be dis- 
solved, and at the next session of Congress we 
shall have to proceed in some course or other. 
These gentlemen, as far as they have gone, have 
discharged their duty most ably, and have re- 

jected a large amount of claims. 1 trast that while 
we have these claims now under investigation, we 
shall adopt this amendment, and let them go to 
the State of California, and report to the next 
Congress what should be done in relation to them. 
The passage of the $129,000 appropriation makes 
it necessary for us to go on in this matter, and I 
do not know that we can adopt any better plan 
than to intrust the rights of the Government in the 
hands of these gentlemen. If the amendment be 
adopted, they will go to California, hear the testi- 
mony, come back at the next Congress, and re- 
po to us what they have done,and then we may 

ring the whole thing to a close. If the board be 
now allowed to be dissolved, the claims will be 
brought before us at the next session of Congress, 
and we shall have to adopta similar mode; for the 
Committee on Military Affairs cannot investigate 
them, unless they send to California to bring wit- 
nesses here, which would increase the chances 
against the Government several hundred thousand 
dollars, in our opinion, 1 hope the amendment 
will be adopted. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to ask the Senator 
whether this amendment is reported from the 
Committee on Military Affairs ? 

Mr. DAWSON.’ Yes, unanimously reported 
from them. The committee could see nothing 
better to be done than this, and they thought this 
board of officers, composed of intelligent and hon- 
est men, could investigate the subject much better 
than a committee, and that money would be saved 
to the Government by this course. 

Mr. STUART. I only wish to say, ina very 
few words, why I cannot consent to vote for this 
amendment. The Senator states that this board 
has completed its duty, and made this report. 
He gives you a statement of what the board has 

allowed, and what it has rejected, and what there 
was insufficient evidence in relation to. The of- 
fice for which the board was instituted has been 
accomplished. Now, what is proposed? Why, 
sir, itis that the Government of the United States 
shall take upon itself all the extra expenses neces- 
sary to enable individual claimants in California 
to make their proof. Is it done anywhere else? 
All over this Union, individuals having claims ji 
against the Government of the United States are į: 
obliged to come here, year after year, urging 
them—many have been here for fifty years—at 


their own expense, endeavoring to get their claims 
acted upon by Congress. Now, it is proposed 
here to renew this commission, to pay the im- 


| mense expenses that must attend a commission in 
| California—for nobody can live there without very | 
| great expense—to pay for witnesses, and to send 


this commission to the very doors of the individ- 
ual claimants. I submit that it is not done else- 
wherein this Union. 

Mr. DAWSON. I will tell the Senator why it 
is proposed to be done. There were presented to 
the board claims to the amount of $865,000, of 


which there were suspended or rejected $411,998, | 


withdrawn $147,800, rejected $152,933, and al- 
lowed $129,000. The suspended claims are now 
before us, and they were suspended because the 
testimony was not satisfactory to the commission- 
ers; but they had no authority to send to Califor- 
nia to get testimony. It will be a great saving 
of expense to send the commissioners there and 
obtain testimony, rather than to keep the com- 


zie 


mission here, and to send for witnesses there. | 


The board have only allowed $129,000 of claims, 
and suspended the remainder, with the exception 


$153,000, which they absolutely rejected. Claims | 


to the amount of over $411,000 are still undecided 
and at the next session of Congress they will come 
before us. How arewe to getridofthem? The 
Senators from California will tell you that if the | 
commissioners go thereand have witnesses brought | 
before them, there can be no doubt the fact will be | 
established that many of these claims are spurious, 
and the witnesses who testify to them can be dis- 
proved there, but not here. 
statement of facts to the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. The testimony which it is 


proposed to obtain in California is more important | 
it if 


to the Government than it is to individuals. 
is to protect the Treasury against frauds; for, as 
I anid before, there is no place short of California 
where these frauds can be established. If { looked 
alone to the interests of claimants in California, I 
should desire this commission never to go there; 
for I know that officers who were under the com- 
mand of Colonel Frémont have told me of indi- 
vidual cases where they knew claims were pre- 
sented to three times the amount to which the 
parties were entitled; and there have been claims 
presented before this board for the same property, 
in the name of the different persons. These facts 
can only be established in California. The papers, 
prima facie, on their face, are all right; and if a 
man were to judge from the papers alone, he 
would be disposed to allow the amount. There- 
fore, if this commission be allowed to go to Cali- 
fornia, in my judgment they will be “enabled to 
detect many fraudulent claims which would other- 
wise be passed. 


Now, if you allow parties in California to take |! 


their proofs, and come here, as the Senator from 


Michigan says other claimants come, I am afraid | 


they will be allowed claims for a much larger 
amount than they are justly entitled to; for I be- 


lieve, in some cases, there have been perjuries ; 


committed. I wish to protect the Treasury. 


The board, as it was originally organized for || ary of $1,400; and one at an annual salary of $1,600,” 
j 
| 
| 


the 


disch 


urpose of passing on these claims, have not 
arged their full duty. They have suspended 


upwards of $400,000 of claims, because they were | 
Now they desire to | 
obtain additional testimony, not for the purpose | 


not satisfied upon the proof. 


of showing that the claims are right, but they have 
suspicions that there is some fraud about them, 
and they desire to obtain proof of that fact. By 
looking at the report of that board, you will find 
that, in fixing the value of property in California, 
they have put it down to the lowest point at which 


it could be put. For instance, they allow thirty |! 


or thirty-five dollars for Rorses. That is a ver 


low price; but claims were presented tò the board | 
| for horses at $100 ahead, and I suppose they are 


now worth $200 or $300 ahead; but they assessed 
the value at the time the property was received by 
Colonel Frémont. 


I believe the argument which the Senator from |! 


Michigan has presented to-night is the same one 
that was presented here at the time of the original 
organization of the board. Colonel Frémont | 
estimated these claims to amount to between . 


i $700,000 and $800,000. It seems that he was very | 


accurate in that, for the claims presented amount | 
to about §800,000—in the neighborhood of his ; 
estimate, T'he only question is,whether the board | 
shall be continued in existence. I stake my rep- i 


I merely submit this li on the bill making appropriations for the civil and 


|| fourteenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, twenty. 


utation now upon it, that it is the cheapest way of 
settling these claims. 

Mr. ADAMS. I have voted for a sufficient num- 
ber of amendments to this bill with the name of 
Colonel Frémont upon them. If this question 
| Shall come up at the next session, I do not know 
how I may vote; but I will not vote to put Colonel 
Frémont’s name on this bill any more, 

The amendment was rejected, 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time; and the bill 
was reada third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. - 


A message was received from the President of 
of the United States, by Mr. Wenssrer, his Sec- 
retary, transmitting a report from the Secretary 
of State, with the accompanying documents, in 
answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 5th 
ultimo, relative to the seizure of the bark Griffin 
by the Brazilian authorities; which was read, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 
lst March, 1854, calling for information in rela- 
tion to the application of surface or fresh water 
condensers to steam vessels belonging to the Uni- 
ted States; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. a 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 


diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1855, reported that they 
i had met, and, after foll and free conference, had 
agreed to recommend to their respective Houses 
as follows: 


That the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the forty-fourth, fifty-seventh, 
seventy- fifth, eighty-third, one hundred and fifth, one hun- 
dred and twenty-seventh, one hundred and sixty-eighth, 
; and oue hundred and seventy-fitth amendments of the 
Senate. : 


That the Sénate do concur in the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the one hundred and twenty- 
second amendment of the Senate with amendments, as tol- 
lows : Strike out the words “created a consul with,” in 
j lines one and two of Senate amendment, and in lieu thereof 

insert the word “ allowed ;” and after the wordt annum,?? 
| inline three of said Senate amendment, insert the words 
| and the? 

That the Senate do concur in the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the one huudred and forty- 
| third ameudment of the Senate, with an amendment, as 
| follows: Add at the end of the amendment of the Honse of 
| Representatives to the said Senate amendment, the-words 
‘t For repair and renewal of the gas pipes through the Cap- 
itol, $3,500. 
| That the Senate do concur in the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the one hundred and sixty- 
second amendment of the Senate, with amendments, as 
follows: After the words “in the,” in Jine twenty-four of 
|; the amendment of the House of Representatives to said 
Senate amendment, insert the words “First Auditor’s office, 
ij in addition to the present number, two clerks of class one ; 
in the 3”? and after the word ‘f four,” in line thirty of said 
amendment, insert: ‘And that the Secretary of State be 
allowed, in addition to his present number of elerks, two 
at an annual salary of §1,200 each ; one at an annual sal- 


. 


That the Senate do recede from its eleventh, thirteenth, 


twenty-second, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-s lss 
twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-first, thirty-seeond, thirty- 
seventh, thirty-ninth, forty-fifth, forty-sixth, forty-seventh, 
forty-eighub, forty-ninth, fiftieth, fifty-first, fifty-second, 
fifty-whird, fifty- firth, fifty-ninth, sixtieth, sixty-first, sixty- 
second, sixty-third, sixty-fourth, sixty-sixth, sixty-eighth, 
ixty-ninth, seventieth, seventy- first, eightieth, eighty- first, 
|| eighty-fourth, eighty- fifth, eighty-sixth, cighty-seventh, 
|| eighty-ninth, ninetieth, ninety-ninth, one hundred and third , 
‘| one hundred and sixth, one hundred and tenth, one hundred 
| and seventeenth, one hundred and eighteenth, one hundred 
‘| and nineteenth, one hundred and twenty-first, one hundred 
H and twenty-third, one hundred and twenty eighth, one hun- 
i| dred and fortieth, one hundred and forty-eighth, one hundred 
| and-fifty-third, one hundred and fifty-fowrth, one hundred 
| and sixty-third, one hundred and sixty-sixth, one hundred 
and sixty-ninth, one bundred and seventieth, one hundred 
_| and seventy- first, one hundred and se venty-seeond, one hun- 
‘| dred and seventy-third, one hundred and seventy-fourth, ove 
hundred and seventy- sixth, one hundred and seventy-eighth, 
one hundred and seventy-ninth, one hundred and eightieth, 
one hundred and eighty-first, one hundred and eighty- 
second, one hundred and eighty-fowrth, one hundred aad 
eighty-fifth, one hundred and eighty sixth, and one hundred 
and eighty-seventh amendments. 

That the Senate do recede from its twenty-third ameng- 
ment, and concur in the original item, with an amendment, 
as follows: Strike out the words, “ thirty six thousand 
nine,” in line twenty-four, page seven, of the bit, and in 
lica thereof, insert “ forty-one thousand seven”? 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the forty-second, one hundred and second, 
one hundred and fifteenth, ene hundred and fitty~fifth, one 
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“hundred and siriy- first, and ‘one himdred and: sixty-fifth 
amendments of the Senate. and agree thereto. : 

« That the-House of Representatives do recede from its 
¿Qisagreement to the ninety-seventh amendment of the Sen- 
“ate, and agtee thereto, with an aniendment, as follows: 
‘Strike out all of the Senate amendment, and in liet thereof, 
insert “for extinguishment of private claims for the posses- 
; sion of the whole or any part of the custom-house lotat 
“Ban Francisco, California, $10,000. i 

That the Housé of Representatives dö recede from its 
disagreement to the one hundred ‘and’ forty fout aid a half 
, Bmendment' of the. Senate, and agree thereto, with an 
i anvendment, as follows: Strike outallafter the word ‘¢ pro- 
vided,” in line eight, tò and including the word “ direc- 
tion,’Zin line eighteen, on: page fifty-eight Of the original 
bill, and, in. lieu thereof insert, ‘“that-any officer of the 

Army ‘or Navy who has been, or may bë appointed here- 
tatter, to. disbarse.the money which is now, or may heréafier 

he: appropriated forthe erection, alteration of any of the 
ediGices, structures, or works for which appropriations are 

made in this act, shall be subject toall the pains, penalties, 


and liabilities:contained in the provisions of the act entitled, | 


¿An act to provide for. the better organization of the Treas- 
ury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, and disbursement 
of the public revenue,” approved 6th of August, 1846. d 

“That the ‘House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the one hundred ‘and forty-sixth amendment 

Of. the Senate, and agree thereto with an amendment as 
follows: In line two of said amendment, strike out the 
words té seventy-five,” and in lieu thereof insert “ fifteen.” 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement io the one hundred and sixty-fourth amend- 
ment of the Senate, and agree thereto wiih an amendment, 
as follows: Strike out all after the word.‘ enacted,” in line 
one of said amendment, to the end thereof, and in lieu 
thereof insert, “ ‘That the Librarian of Congress shall re- 
ceive $1,800, the Assistant Librarians,. $1,500 each, and 
the messenger $1,200 per annum, and the money is hereby 
appropriated to pay the same.” i 

‘That the House of Representatives do recede from its dis- 
agreement to the one hundred and seventy-seventh ainend- 
gent of the Senate, and agree thereto with an amendment, 
as follows: -Add atthe end thereof ihe words: ‘ Provided, 
That the said sum_shall be in full of all compensation tobe 
received by said. chaplains.” 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
anrendment to ihe one liundred and eighty-eighth amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the thirty-third amendment of the Senate ; 
and the Senate concur in the amendment of the House of 
‘Representatives to the thirty-fourth amendment of the 
Senate.” 


The forty-fourth amendment of the Senate was 
to increase the appropriation for compensation of 
the Superintendent of Public Printing, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office from $6,595 to 
$9,595, and to add to the clause this proviso: 

Provided, That the joint resolution approved the 20th 
July,.1854, shall be so construed as to embrace the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing, and the clerks and messenger 
in his office, 

The House had agreed to this amendment with 


an amendment to strike out the proviso, in which 


* amendment of the House the committee recom- 


mended concurrence.. 

The fifty-seventh amendment of the Senate was 
to increase the appropriation for rent of, and warn- 
ing rooms in, the building on northwest corner of 
F and Seventeenth street, from $21,875 to $32,375, 
and to add: 

And the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to lease 
said building, or sowe other, for a term not exceeding five 
years, at the rent herein authorized, if in bis judgment the 
same shall be for the public interest. 

The House amended this amendment by retain- 
ing the original appropriation and inserting, in 
lieu of theaddition, proposed by the Senate: 

Provided, That the Secretary of War be authorized to 
purchase the said building ata sum not exceeding $200,000, 

In this amendment of the House the córimittee 
recommend concurrence. 

The seventy-fifth amendment of the Senate was 
to add to the appropriations for the Mint at New 
Orleans the following: 

For rebuilding portions of the walls and complete repairs 
of the building of the branch Mint at New Orleans, $55,000. 

The House amended the amendment by reda- 
cing the amount from $55,000 to $37,000, in which 
the committee recommended concurrence. 


The eighty-third Senate amendment was to in- | 


gert: 

For the compensation and expenses of commission to 
frame a code of laws for the Territory of Washington, 
$2,500. A 

This the House amended by adding: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to get- 
tle and pay the commission to frame à code of laws for the 


Territory of Washington at the same rate per diem as has- 


been allowed a similar board in Oregon. 


To this.amendment of the House, the commit- 
tee propose to concur. 


The one hundred and fifth. Senate amendment 
was to insert: 


Por buildings for the use of the courts of the United States 


at Pontotoc, Mississippi, 24,000; 


{ 


| And provided, Said contract shali be made with sufficient 


: ; = T 
This the Housé amended by adding: i 
Provided, Said sum shall complete said buildings. And 
“also the sum of $5,000, or so much thereof.as may be neces- 
sary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to enable the 
Secretary of the Interior to make a contract with the proper 
-authorities for furnishing a.suitable building for the perma- 
nent use and aceommodation of the United States district 
court in holding its séssion at Marietta, Georgia, which 
-eontract the. said Secretary is hereby authorized to make: 
Provided, It can be made for the sum aforesaid or Jess: 


guarantees to secure to the said court a suitable building for 
holding said court so long as its sessions may be held at 
that place, without further charge on the United States. 


In this amendment concurrence is proposed. 


The one hundred and twenty-seventh amend- 
ment of the Senate was to insert: 


To enable the Secretary of State to defray the expense 
of releasing from captivity among the Indians of Queen 
Chartotte’s Island the crew and passengers of the American 
sloop Georgiana, $2,500, or as much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary. - 


- The amendment of the House to this amend- 
ment was to strike out $2,500, and insert $15,000;* 
in which the committee recommend concurrence. 

The one hundred and sixty-eighth Senateamend- 
ment was to insert: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the accounts 
of the public printers, and the certificates of the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing thereon, so far as the same relate 
to the printing for the Executive Departments, shal] be sub- 
ject to the examination and control of the accounting offi- 
cers and Secretary of the Treasury, in Jike manner as other 
public accounts; and those which relate to the printi ng for 
the Senate and House of Representatives shalt be subject to 
the examination and control of the respective Houses in 
like manner as other expenditures for said Houses. 


The House amended it so as to make it read: 


Sec, —. And be it further enacted, Thatthe accounts of 
the public printers, and the certificates of the Superintend - 
ent of Public Printing thereon, shall be subject to the exam- 
ination and control of the accounting officers and Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, in like manner as other public accounts. 


In this amendment of the House concurrence is 
recommended. 


The one hundred and seventy-fifth amendment 
of the Senate was to add: 


Src. +. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1854, in liea of the clerks heretofore 
authorized by law for the office of the assistant treasurer at 
New York, he be authorized to appoint, with the approba- 
tion of the President of the United States, one chief clerk, 
ata salary of $2,100, one clerk at $2,000, two clerks at 
$1,800 each, two clerks at $1,500 each, one clerk at $1,200, 
one messenger at $900, and two watchmen at $550 each, 
per annum. In case of the sickness or unavoidable absence 
from his office of the assistant treasurer, he may authorize 
the said chief clerk to act in his place, and to diseharge all 
the duties required by law of the assistant treasurer; {and 
in case of the death, resignation, or inability to act of the 
assistant treasurer, the said chief clerk shall act as such 
assistant treasurer until the inability be removed, or untila 
successor be appointed and duly qualified ; and all the acts 
ofthe said chief cterk in such cases shall be as valid as if 
performed by the assistant treasurer in person. ] 


The amendment of the House to this amend- 
ment was to strike out the words between [brack- 
ets,] commencing with ‘ and in case of the death”? 
to the end of thesection; in which concurrence is 
proposed. 

The one hundred and twenty-second Senate 
amendment was to strike out ‘*for salary of con- 
sul at Beirout, $500, and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: 

That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby created a 
consul general, with a salary of $2,000 perannum, from the 
ist of July, 1853; said consulate shall comprehend both 
Syria and Palestine, and $4,000 is hereby appropriated for 
the salary of said consul. 

The House amended it so as to make it read: 


That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby ercated a 
consul with a salary of $2.000 per annum; said consulate 
shall comprehend both Syria and Palestine, and $2,000 is 
hereby appropriated for the salary of said consul, 


As the committee of conference propose to 
amend it, it will read: 


That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby allowed a 
salary of $2,000 per annum, and the said consulate shall 
comprehend both Syria and Palestine, and $2,000 is hereby 
appropriated for the salary of said consul. 


The one hundred and forty-third Senate amend- 
ment was to insert: 


For repair and renewal of the gas pipes through the 
Capitol, and fixtures necessary for the lighting of such com- 
mittee rooms therein as need it, and Jigbting East Capitol 
street from the Capitol to Third street, $7,000; 

For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, new fnr- 
naces under the Senate Chamber and Supreme Court room 
&e., $5,000. : ? 


` : 
The House so amended it as to make it read: | 


For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, new fur- 


nacen ander the Senate Chamber and Supreme Court room, | 
Be,000. 


i 
i 


For furnishing and putting up new furnaces, repairing ofd 


furnaces, rebuitding and ventilating air chambers of the 
House of Representatives, $4,500. 


As proposed to be amended by the committee 
of conference, it reads: 


For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, new fur- 


# naces under the Senate Chamber and Supreme Court room, 


$5,000, re 
:. For furnishing and putting up new furnaces and repair- 
ing old furnaces, rebuilding and ventilating air chambers 
for the (louse of Representatives, $4,500. 

For repair and renewal of the gas pipes through the Cap- 
itol, $3,500. 


The one hundred and sixty-second amendment 
of the Senate was: i 


Sec. — And be it further ented, That the third section 
ofthe act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government, for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1854, providing for the classification of the clerks in 
the Treasury, War, Navy, Interior, and Post Offiee De- 
partments, as amended by the act of April 22, 1854, shall 
be, and the same is hereby, further amended as follows, to 
wit: fa the office of the First Comptroller there shall be 
two additional clerks, of class three; and in the office of 
the First Auditor there shall be one clerk taken from class 
three and placed in class four, and four additional clerks 
allowed, of ‘class three ; and in, the office of the Second 
Auditor there shall be one additional clerk, of class one; 
and in the Third Auditor’s office five clerks shall be taken 
from class three and placed in class four, and twenty-seven 
temporary clerks shall be placed in clasg one, and one tem- 
porary clerk in class four, and four temporary clerks in 
class two; and in the office of the Fourth Auditor there 
shall be one additional clerk, of class three; and in the 
Sixth Auditor’s office one clerk shall be taken from class 
three and placed in class four, and there shall be added to 
the clerks in this office ten of class one; and in the Reg- 
ister’s office two clerks shall be taken from class three and 
placed in class four, and two additional. clerks added of 
class one ; and in the Treasurér’s office one clerk shall be 
taken from class two and ‘one clerk from class three and 
placed in class four, and two additional clerks allowed to 
class one ; and inthe General Land Office the principal 
draughtsman shall be classed and paid asa clerk of the 
third class, and the assistant draughtsman as a clerk of the 
second class ; and in the office of the Secretary of War 
there shall be added one clerk of class four; in the office 
of the Adjutant General there shall be one additional clerk 
of class one; and in the office of the Topographical Engi- 
neer one scientific draughtsman as a clerk of class four ; 
and for the superintendency of the building on the corner 
of F and Seventeenth streets, the Secretary of War is au- 
thorized to appoint some one clerk of his Department 
other than the disbursing clerk for that purpose, who shall 
be allowed, in addition to his salary as clerk, $200 per an- 
num; and in the office of the Postmaster General there 
shall be seven additional clerks, viz : four of class two, two 
of class three, and one of class four; and in the office of 
the Attorney General, in lieu of the clerks now authorized 
by law, there shall be one chief clerk, at a salary of $2,200, 
one clerk of class one, two of class two, one of class three, 
and one of class four. And. the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized, whenever it may, in his judg- 
ment, be necessary, to eause counsel to be employed to 
assist in the prosecution or defense of causes which may be 
pending in the Supreme Court in which the United States 
are interested, and to allow to such counsel such compen- 
sation as he may deem reasonable. And in the Department 
of State, instead of the clerks now authorized by law, there 
shall be four clerks of class one, three of class two, seven 
of class three, and four of class four, one clerk of class four 
to be designated to superintend the northeast Executive 
Building, and to disburse all moneys belonging to the ser- 
vice of said Department, not otherwise provided for, who 
shall give bonds as required by thé independent treasury 
act, and receive an additional compensation therefor of 
$200 per annum. There shall be one chief of the diplomatic, 
and one chief of the consular branch of the public service 5 
and one examiner of demands for indemnity preferred by 
citizens of the United States against Governments and of 
the latter against the former, who shall algo: perform such 
other duties as the Secretary of State may designate, each 
of whom shall receive an annual salary of $2,000; and the 
ehief clerk of said Department shall be allowed compen- 
sation of $2,200 per annum. No clerk not now employed 
in the State Department shall hereatter be appointed until 
he has been examined by a board to consist of three exam- 
iners, to be selected by the Secretary of State, and found 
qualified in certain particulars, to be prescribed'by the said 
Secretary in fixing beforehand a general standard of quati- 
s ‘Department. 


fications for the clerks to be employed in 


The House amended it so as to make it read: 


And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
a sum sufficient to pay to the clerks and employees of the 
Government, for the year ending 9th June, 1855, such 
additional compensation as they may be entitled to receive ` 
under the act of 22d April, 1854, entitled “ An act toamend 
the third section of the act making appropriations for the 
civiland diplomatie expenses of the Government for the 
year ending 30th June, 1854, and for other purposes,” and 
whose additional compensation is not ojherwise provided 
for: Provided, That all laborers in the employment of the 
Executive departments of the Government in the city of 
Washington shall receive an annual salary of $480 each: 
Provided further, That the Postmaster General he allowed, 
in addition to his present number, three clerks of class two, 
and two of class three; thatthe Attorney Genera! be allowed, 
in addition to bis present number, one clerk of class’ one, 
two of class two, and one of class three ; that. the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury he allowed in the Sixth A uditor’s office, 
in addition to the present number, seven clerks of class one, 
one shall be taken from class three and put in class four; 
and in the Treasurer’s office one clerk-shail be taken from 
class two and one from class three and, put-in class four; 
and that the nioney necessary to pay the compensation, 
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and increased compensation under this section be 
same is hereby, appropriated. 


The amendments of the committee of confer- 
ence make it read: 


Src, — ind beit further enacted, That there be appro- 
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, a sum sufficient to pay the clerks and em- 
ployees of the Government for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1855, such additional compensation as they may be 
entitled to receive under the act of 22d April, 1854, entitled 
« An act to amend the third section of the act making ap- 
propriations fer the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending 30th of June, 1854, and for other 
purposes,” and where additional compensationis not other- 
wise provided for: Provided, That all laborers in the em- 
ployment of the Executive Departments of the Government | 
in the city of Washington shall receive an annual salary 
of $480 each: Provided, further, That the Postmaster 
General be allowed, in addition to his present number, | 
three clerks of class two, and two of class three; that the 
Attorney General be allowed, in addition to his present | 
number, one clerk of class one, two of class two, and one 
of class three; that the Secretary of the Treasury be al- 
towed in the First Auditor’s office, in addition to the present | 
number, two clerks of class one; in the Sixth Anditor’s | 
office, in addition to the present number, seven clerks of | 
class one, and one shall be taken from class three and put 
in class four ; and in the Treasurer’s office one clerk shall 
be taken from class two and_one from class three, and put 
in class four; and that the Secretary of State be allowed, 
in addition to his present number of clerks, two at an an- 
nual salary of $1,200 each, one at an annual salary of | 
$1,400, and one at an annual salary of $1,600; and the | 
money necessary to pay the compensation and increased 
compensation under this section be, and the same is here- 
dy, appropriated. 


The twenty-third amendment of the Senate, 
from which it is proposed to recede, was to in- 
crease the appropriation for the watchmen of the 
north east Executive Building from $2,250 to 
$2,400; but the receding is on condition that the 
appropriation for salary of the Register of the 

reasury, and the clerks and messengers in his 
office, be increased from $36,950 to $41,750. 

_It is proposed that the House recede from their 
disagreement to the following Senate amendments, 
and that they be adopted: 


For the preservation of the collections of the Exploring 
Expedition: 
For compensation of keepers, watchmen, and laborers, 


$ 
For contingent expenses, $100, 


One hundred and second: Increase the appro- 
riation for annual repairs and fixtures of custom- 
houses, from $30,501 59 to $43,001 59. 


One hundred and fifteenth: Increase the appro- 
priation for salaries of keepers and assistant keep- 
ers of light-houses on the Pacific coast, from | 
$16,200 te $21,600, and to allow them each $800 
instead of $600 per annum. 


One hundred and fifty-fifth. Insert: 


For grading done by order of Ignatius Mudd, late Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, in reservation 17, between 
Third street east and New Jersey avenue, $484 89. 


One hundred and sixty-first. Insert: 


Src. ~. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized ana directed | 
to cause to be constructed the following buildings: 

At New Orleans, Louisiana, a marine hospital, to cost | 
not more than $248,000; and when said hospital shall have 
been completed, the Secretary of the Treasury shal! cause 
the old hospital at New Orleans to be sold, and the pro- 
ceeds thereof to be placed in the Treasury of the United 
States. 

At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital, to cost not more 
than $75,000. 


, and the 


the site of such buildings, in each case, shail be vested in 
the United States, and until each State shali also duly re 
lease and relinquish to the United States, the right to tax | 
orin any way assess said site, or the property of the United 
States that may be thereon, during the time that the United 
States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 


One hundred and sixty-fifth. Insert: 


| from its disagreement to this amendment, and 


‘| which disagreement it is proposed they recede, on 


placed under the care and management of the Commis- 
sioner af Patents, who is hereby authorized to employ one 
principal keeper of said collections, at an annual salary of 
$900, one assistant keeper at an annual salary of $750, one 
night watchman at an annual salary of 9600, and two la- 
borers at an annual salary each of $365. 


The ninety-seventh amendment of the Senate 
was to Insert: 

For the completion of the custom-house at San Francisco, 
California, including all expenses of filling in, piling, | 
sewers, drains, pavements, inclosure, gateways, the ex- 
tinguishment of private claims for the possession of the | 
whole or any part thereof, and contingencies incident | 
thereto, $163,386 09. 


The committee of conference propose that the 


ment, and agree to it, provided it be so modified 
as to read: 

For extinguishment of private claims to the possession 
of the whole or any part of the custom-house lot in San 
Francisco, $10,000. 


The one hundred and forty-fourth and one half | 
amendment of the Senate, was to strike out the 
following proviso, which occurred immediately 
after the appropriation for the Capitol extension: 


Provided, That each and all persons who have been, or 
may be appointed hereafter, to disburse the money which || 
is now, or may hereafter be, appropriated for the building 
ov repair of any of the edifices or structures for which ap- 
propriations are made in this act, and are not now required 
by law to give bond aud security, shal! give bond, with good 
securities, in sufficient penalty, to be approved of by the 
head of the Department under which such ‘disbursement | 
may be made, orthe President of the United States, when 
the work shall be specifically under his direction, 


The committee propose that the House recede | 


agree to it, if it be amended so as to read: 

Provided, That any officer of the Army or Navy who has | 
been, or may be, appointed hereafter to disburse the money 
which is now, or may hereafter be, appropriated for the 
erection, alteration, or repair of any of the edifices, strnc- 
tures, or works for which appropriations are made in this 
act, shall be subject to all the pains, penalties, and liabilities 
contained in the provisions of the act entitled “An act to 
‘provide for the better organization of the Treasury, and for 
the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public revenue,” approved 6th of August, 1846. 


The one hundred and forty-sixth Senate amend- 
ment was to insert: 

For completing the bridge over the Potomac river, near 
the Little Fails, $75,000. 

The committee propose that the House recede | 
from its disagreement to this amendment, and 
agree toit with anamendmentreducing the amount | 


from $75,000 to $15,000. 


The one hundred and sixty-fourth amendment 
of the Senate was to insert: 

Suc. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1853, the pay of the librarian of Con- | 
gress shall be $2,000; the pay of the two principal assist- | 
ants, each $1,800; and that of the third assistant, $1,200 5 
and that of the messenger, $1,200. i 

It is proposed that the House agree to this 
amendment, by modifying it so as to read: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the librarian 
of Congress shall receive $1,800, the assistant librarians 
$1,500 cach, and the messenger $1,200 per annum, and the 
money is hereby appropriated to pay the same. 

The one hundred and seventy-seventh amend- 
ment of the Senate was to insert: 

Src. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1853, tbe annual salary of the chaplains 


to Congress shall be 750, aud such sum additional to that; 


elsewhere provided as may be required to pay the same to | 


money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. | 
The House disagreed to this amendment, from | 


i 
condition that the amendment be amended by | 
adding to it: i 

Provided, That the said sum shall be in full of all com- 
pensation to be received by said chaplains. 


The one hundred and eighty-eighth amendment | 


of the Exploring Expedition, now in the Patent Office, be 


Elouse recede from its disagreement to this amend- |j 


the 30th of June, 1855, is hereby appropriated out of any |; 


H 
words ‘other than officers of the Army or Navy,” 
from which it is proposed they shall recede. 

The thirty-third Senate amendment (from their 
disagreement to which, it is proposed that the 
House shall recede) was to increase the appro- 
priation for compensation of Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, and clerks and messengers in his 
office, from $27,800 to $29,900. 

The amendment of the House to the. thirty- 
fourth Senate amendment (from their disagree- 
ment to which it is proposed the Senate shall re- 
cede) was to reduce the appropriation for com- 
pensation of the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
the clerks an@ messengers in his office, from 
$108,200 to $97,800. 

The amendments from which it is proposed 
the Senate shall recede without qualification, are 
as follows: 

The eleventh, which was to strike out: * 

For compensation of librarian, two assistant librarians, 
and messenger, $4,500. 

And in-lieu thereof insert: 


For compensation of librarian, three assistant librarians, 
and messenger, $8,000 ; 

For compensation of librarian, assistant librarians, and 
messenger, (or the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, 


| $2,700. 


The thirteenth, which was to insert in the clause 
for payment of salaries in the State Department, 
‘chiefs of foreign desks, examiner.”” 

The fourteenth, which was to increase the ap- 
propriation for the Secretary and Assistant Secre- 
tary of State,and clerks and messengers in that 
Department, from $38,700 to, $48,250. 


The fifteenth, which was to insert: 


For additional compensation for disbursing clerk and su- 
perintendent of the northeast Executive Building, $209. 


The seventeenth, which was to strike out of the 
appropriation for extra clerk hire in the State De- 
partment, the following words: 

Said clerks to be employed only during the session of 
Congress, or when indispensably necessary to enable the 
Department to auswer some call made by either House of 
Congress at one session to be answered at another. 


The eighteenth, which was to insert: 

For services of William Hunter, commissioned as acting 
Secretary of State during the absence of Secretary Web- 
ster, for services as such acting Secretary in 1851, 1852, and 
1853, $1,500 ; 

For paying to Asbury Dickins the difference between the 
compensation of head of a department and chief clerk of 
a department for the time he acted as Secretary of State, or 
| Secretary of the Treasury, by appointment from President 
| Jackson, to be ascertained by the proper accounting offi- 
i cers, a sum not exceeding $2,500. . 

The twenty-first, which was to insert: 

That the act approved 22d April, 1854, entitled “ An act 
to amend the third section of the act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, and for other pur- 
poses,” shall be so construed aa in regard to increased com- 
pensation for the fiscal year ending the 30ih June last, to 
include within its provisions the clerks of the Department 
of State, and the clerks in the office of the Coast Survey; 
i and that the chief clerk in the State Department shall re- 
ceive the same compensation as the chief clerks in the 
other Departments of the Government for the last fiscal 
year, aud that the money necessary to carry these provis- 
jons into effect, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The twenty-second, which was to strike out: 

For compensation of the superintendent and four watch- 
men of the northeast Executive Building, $2,250. 

The twenty-fourth, which was to strike out all 
the appropriations in the original bill for the com- 
pensation of the various officers of the Treasury 
Department, and its several bureaus, and in lieu 
thereof insert: 

For compensation of the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, messenger, 
and assistant messenger, in his office, $46,650; 

For compensation of the First Comptroller, and the clerks 
and messenger in his ofice, $30,050; 

For compensation of the Second Comptroller, and the 


1 


| 


| 
ji 
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| 
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| 
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i 


| 
i 


of the Senate was to insert: 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That whenever it 


office to employ special agents, other than officers of the | 
Army or Navy, who may be charged v i 
of the public moneys, they shall, prior to entering upon 
duty as such, give bond in such torm and with such se- 
| curity as the head of the Department or office employing 
said agent may approve. 


Sec. —, And be it further enacted, That the collections į 
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| 
The House amended it by striking out the | 


shall become necessary for the head of any department or j: 


ed with the disbursement |! 


clerks and messenger in his office, $26,150 ; 

For compensation of ihe First Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $37,900 5 

For compensation of the Second Auditor, and the clerks 
rs in his office, $36,100 5 
tion of the Third Auditor, and the clerks 
in his office, $121,850 5 

For compensation of the Fourth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $29,300 ; 

For compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and the elerks 
and messenger in his office, $15,550; 
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For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Office De- 
partment, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
ger in his office, $163,300 ; à à 

For compensation of the Treasurer of the United States, 
and the clerks and two messengers in his office, one addi- 
tional messenger being hereby created therefor, $26,900; 

For. compensation of the Register of the Treasury, and 
the clerks and messenger in his office, $51,700; 

For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treasury, and 
the clerks and messenger in his office, $16,850; 

For compensation of Commissioner ef Customs, and the 
elerks.and messenger in his office, $19,750 ; 

- For ‘compensation of the clerks and messenger of the 
Light-House Board, $8,550. 
‘The twenty-fifth, which was to insert: 


‘For additional compensation for disbursing clerks and 
superintendents of Execative Building, provided in the third 
section of the act. of 3d March, 1853, entitled “ An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of. Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” 
for the Treasury Department, $600. 

The twenty-sixth, which was to insert: 

or revision of the revenue laws already made, and 3 re- 
port showing the changes and alterations therein, ¢5,000. 

The twenty-ninth, which was to%educe the ap- 
propriation for the Secretary of the Interior, and 
the clerks and messengers in his office, from 
$29 ,800 to $28,400. 

Theghirtieth, which was to insert, as one of the 
items of contingent expenses of the office of the 
Secretary of the Interior, ‘for pay of laborers, 
$1,095." . 

The thirty-first, which was to increase the ap- 
propriation for compensation of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, and all the officers 
employed in that office, from $139,500 to $165,050. 
_. The thirty-second, which was to strike out 
$3,000, and insert $2,190 in the item for compen- 
sation of six laborers in the General Land Office. 

The thirty-seventh, which was to insert: 

For additional compensation for disbursing clerks and 
superintendents of Executive Buildings, provided in the 
third section of the act of 3d March, 1853, entitled ‘* An act 
making appropriationa for the civil and diplomatic ex- 

enses of the Goverriment for the year ending the 30th of 

une, 1854, for the Department of the Interior, 3600. 

The thirty-ninth, which vas to insert: 

For the annaal compensation of a librarian, to be ap- 
pointed by the Commissioner of Patents, the sum of $1,600, 
the amount now allowed by Jaw to clerks of the third class, 
to be paid out of the patent fund. 

- The forty-fifth, which was to increase the amount 
appropriated for compensation of the Secretary of 

ar, and his clerks and messengers, from $20,750 
to $22,650. 

fhe forty-sixth, which proposed a similar in- 
crease in the office of the Adjutant General from 
$11,600 to $14,750. ; 

The forty-seventh, which was to strike out 
$14,000, and insert $16,350 in the appropriations 
for salaries in the Quartermaster General’s office. 

The forty-eighth, which is to increase from 
$10,900 to $12,350 the appropriation for the com- 
pensation of the clerks and ineaaenaee in the office 
of the Paymaster General. 

The forty-ninth, which was to strike out $8,000, 
and insert $9,350 in the item: “ For compensation 
of the clerks and messenger in the office of the 
Commissary General of Subsistence. ”’ 

The fiftieth, which was to substitute $8,150 for 
$7,400 in the clause: ‘‘ For compensation of the 
clerks and messenger in the office of the Chief 
Engineer.” 

The fifty-first, which was to increase the appro- 
priation for those employed in the Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s office from $4,400 to $5,150. 

The fifty-second, which was to increase the ap- 
propriation for the clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Colonel of Topographical Engineers, 
from $5,600 to $9,980. 

The fifty-third, which was to substitute $12,150 
for $10,400 in the appropriation for the clerks and | 
messenger in the office of Colonel of Ordnance. 

The fifty-fifth, which was to insert: 

For additional compensation for disbursing clerk and 
superintendent of Executive Building, provided in the third 
section of the act of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled ‘* An 
act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatie ex- 
San of Government, for the year ending the 30th of June, 

854,” for the War Department, $200. 

The fifty-ninth, which was to increase the item | 
** for compensation of the Secretary of the Navy, | 
and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
ger in his office,” from $27,000 to $28,700. 


a 


The sixtieth, which was to substitute $11,650 | 
iz place of $10,800, as the appropriation for the 
compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of Ord- 
manceand Hydrography and his clerks and mes- 


sengers. 


The. sixty-first, which was to make a similar 
increase, from $13,700 to $14,850, in regard to the 
Bureau of Yards and Docks. N f 

The sixty-second, which provided for à like | 
ivicrease, from $20,800 to $22,550, in the Bureau 
of Construction, Equipment, and Repairs. : 

The sixty-third, which provided for the substi- 
tution of $8,150 instead of $7,300, in the appro- 
priation for the compensation of the clerks and 
messenger in the Bureau of Provisions and Cloth- 
ing. 

Thesixty-fourth, which was to strike out $7,900, 
and insert $8,350 in the appropriation for the 
salaries of the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery, and the clerks and messenger in his 
office. Si 


The sixty-sixth, which was to insert: 

For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent 
of Executive Building, provided in the third section of the 
act of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled “ An act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatie expenses of Gov- 
ernment, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” for“ 
the Navy Department, $200. . 

The sixty-eighth and sixty-ninth, which were 
to increase the appropriation’ for compensation of 
the Postmaster General, three Assistant Post- 
masters General, and the clerks, &c., of that De- 


partment, from $124,400 to $150,150. 


The seventieth, which was to insert: | 

For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent of 
Executive Building, provided in the third section of the act 
of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled “ An act making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” for the 
Post Office Department, $200. 

The seventy-first, which was to insert: 

For compensation of three watchmen for the Post Office 
Building, $1,800. 

The eightieth, which was to insert: 

For the payment of Richard H. Weightman for mileage 
and per diem compensation for the second session, Thirty- | 
First Congress, as an agent claiming to be a Senator elect | 
from New Mexico, $2,460. 

The eighty-first, which was a provision that 
the salaries of Governor and superintendent of 
Indian affairs in Washington Territory should 
be increased to $2,000 each per annum. 


The eighty-fourth, which was to insert: 


For the completion of the geological reconnoissance of 
the Territory of Washington, and to make detailed examin- 
ations in the coal and mineral regions thereof, $10,000. 


The eighty-fifth and eighty-sixth, which were 
to insert: 

For the erection of public buildings in the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direction 
of the Governors thereof, respectively, $25,000 for each 
of said Territories, and so much of the act for the organi- 
zation of said Territories, as located the seat of govern- 
ment of Kansas at Fort Leavenworth, is hereby repealed. 

For libraries at the seat of government of each of the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, under such regula- 
tions as shall be prescribed by law, $3,000 for each of said | 
Territories, i 

The eighty-seventh, which was to increase the 
salary of the chief justice of the Supreme Court 
to $7,000, and that of the associate justices to 
$6,500 each. 

The eighty-ninth, which was to increase the 
appropriation for salaries of the Attorney General, 
and clerks, and messenger in his office, from 
$12,300 to $19,900. 

The ninetieth, which was to amend the pro- 
vision appropriating $1,300 for salary of the re- 
porter of the Supreme Court by providing that 
in case the Court should direct him to publish | 
two volumes of reports he should receive $1,300 | 
for each volume. 

The ninety-ninth and one hundred and third, | 
which were to strike out the clauses providing | 
that no money should be appropriated under this 
act for custom-houses and marine hospitals until 
the State, in which such building is to be com- 
pleted, shall in due form, and in a manner that 
shall bind such State, release and surrender to the 
United States jurisdiction over the site of such 
buildings. 


The one hundred and sixth, which was to in- | 


sert: 


For the erection of a building for a boarding station at 
Pass a Outre, Louisiana, $3,500: Provided, That no part 
of said sum shall be expended until the title to the land 


selected as the site of said buiiding be first secured to the 
United States. 


The one hundred and tenth, which was to in- | 
sert: 


{ 
And the Secretary of the Treasury shall be authorized to | 
appoint some suitable person to act as inspector of drugs j 


and medicines for the port of San Francisco, in the State 
of California, at an annual compensation of $3,000. 


The one hundred and seventeenth, which was 
to add to the appropriations for salaries of the 
ministers of the United States at foreign courts, 
the following proviso: 


Provided, That the salaries of the Ministers to Great 
Britain and France shail be hereafter at the rate of $15,000 
per annum ; and that hereafter, outfits of Ministers to Great 
Britaiņ and France shall not be allowed. 


The one hundred and eighteenth, which was to 
insert; ~ 

For salary of a clerk of the United States legation at 
Paris, $500. 


The one hundred and nineteenth, which was to 
insert: : 


For outfit of the Commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, 
$2,500. i 


The one hundred and twenty-first, which was 
to add after the clause, ‘* For the relief and pro- 
tection of American seamen, and seamen belong- 
ing to American vessels in. foreign countries,” 
$125,000,” the following: 


And to enable the diplomatic and consular representatives 
of the United States, in foreign countries, to afford relief 
to, and provide the means of returning home, to such citi- 
zens of the United States, in foreign countries, as may 
have been reduced to a state of destitution of the necessa- 
ries of life, by shipwreck or the necessary abandonment 
of the vessel in which they embarked ; and also to such 
citizens of the United States, as, being on their way from 
one part of the United States to another, have become des- 
titute in foreign countries, in consequence of shipwreck, 
disease, or any other casualty, $20,000. 


The one hundred and twenty-third, which was 
to insert: 


For payment to Blythe & Co., of Port Louis, in the Island 
of Mauritius, the sum of $7,854 50, it being the amount of 
two bills of exchange drawn upon the Department of State 
by George M. Farnum, commercial agent, in payment of 
expenses incurred in relieving destitute American citizens, 
which drafts were cashed by said Blythe & Co. 


The one hundred and twenty-eighth, which 
was to insert: 


To enable the Secretary of State to reimburse to Edward 
Riddle such sums as shail be satisfactorily shown to have 
been expended by him, or which said Riddle may have 
obligated himself to pay, on account of his official position 
at the Industrial Exhibiuon at London, England, or so 
much thereof as shall be necessary, $26,000: Provided, 
That no portion of the payments made, pro rata, by con- 
tributors at said exhibition shall be regarded as within this 
appropriation. 


The one hundred and fortieth, which was to 
insert; i 


For running the northwestern boundary line between the 
United States and Great Britain, from the Lake of the 
Woods to the Pacific ocean, for marking the forty-ninth 
parallel, and for such survey as may be necessary to fix said 
boundary between the main and Vancouver’s Island, and 
including the compensation of the officers and others em- 
ployed in the work, $242,170. 


The one hundred and forty-eighth, which was 
to insert: 


For continuing the work for a supply of water to the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000; Provided, 
That no part of the sum hereby appropriated shall be ex- 
pended until the corporations of Washington and George. 
town, or either of them, shall appropriate and pay an 
amount equal to one fourth of said sum for the same pur- 


| pose, and shall agree to pay in like manner the same pro- 


portion of all future appropriations; and full power and 
authority are hereby given to said corporations, respect- 
ively, to raise, by Joan or otherwise, any sum of money 
that may be necessary to enable them, or either of them, to 
make the appropriation herein required; and the said cor- 
porations of Washington and Georgetown, and the inhab- 
itants of the said cities réspectively, or the corporation 
making the appropriation, and the inhabitants of such city, 
shall be authorized to use the surplus water which may be 
brought by the Washington aqueduet, after supplying the 
Government establishments in Washington, under. such 
general rules and regulations as may hereafter be prescribed 
by Congress; and each of said corporations shall have the 
right to charge and collect of the inhabitants of such city 
such reasonable tax or rent for the usc of the water as will 
provide for the regular payment of the interest, and the 
gradual payment of the principal, of any money which may 
be raised under the authority hereby given. 


The one hundred and fifty-third, which was to 
insert: 


For fuel for the President’s House, $1,000. 


_ The one hundred and fifty-fourth, which was to 
insert: 


For a furnace keeper at the President’s House, $365. 
The one hundred and sixty-third, which was to 


add: 


Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the second section of the act of 22d of April, 1854, enti- 
tled “An act to amend the third section of the act making 


i| appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 


ernment for the year ending the 30th June, 1854, and for 

other purposes,” be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

And from and after the Ist day of July, 1854, the annual 
* 


r 


` of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
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salary of the stamp and blank agent for the Post Office De- 
partment shall be the same as clerks in the Departments of 
the second class; and that of the clerk in the office of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings the same as clerks of the 
first class; and ihe Secretaries of State, Treasury, Interior, 
War, aud Navy, Postmaster General, and Attorney Gen- 
eral, be authorized to employ one principal messenger each, 
at an annual salary of $900, in lieu of those now so em- 
ployed, and the salary of all other messengers and assistant 
messengers, including the packets in the General Land 
Office, now authorized by law to be employed in the Exec- 
ative Departments in Washington, the messenger in the 
office of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, doorkeeper 
and assistant doorkeeper at the Executive Mansion, and 
keeper of the western gate, Capitol square, and the keeper 
of Lafayette square, shall be $750 per annum; and the au- 
nual salary of the watehineggemployed at the Capitol, Pres- 
ident’s House, and the Executive Departments, and the 
Auxiliary Guards, and the watchmen of the Capitol exten- 
sion, shall be $750; and the public gardener shall reccive 
$1,400 per annum; and the captain of the police of the 
Capitol shall receive $1,600, and each of his assistants 
$1,300 per annum; and all laborers in the employment 
of the Executive Departments in the city of Washington ; 
shall receive an aunual salary of $480 each; and for the 
payment of the excess of the sums herein required to be 
paid over and above those elsewhere contained in this act 
for said payment, there shall be added thereto respectively 
such further sums as, together, will equal the amounts 
herein authorized, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 


The one hundred and sixty-sixth, which was 
to add: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, Thatall persons claim- 
ing any interest in, or portion of, any grant of laud derived | 
from the Spanish or Mexican Governinggts in Upper Cali- 1 
fornia, where such original grant has heretofore been pre- 
sented to the board of land comtnissioners within the time | 
specified in the thirteenth section of the act of the 3d of 
Maren, 1851, but who bave failed to present to the said i 
board the evidence of their derivative title to said interest į 
or portion from the original grantee, be, and they are hereby, | 
authorized to present the same; and the suid commissioners 
are hercby directed to adjudicate the said interest or portion 
in the same manner as if it had been presented within the 
time originally prescribed by the aforesaid act of the 3d of 
March, L851, entitled “An aci to ascertain and settle the 
private land claims in the State of California.” i 


The one hundred and sixty-ninth, which was | 
to add: | 
Sec. -—. And be it further enacted, That the President 


appoint or employ in his official household the following 
officers, to wit: One secretary to the President, at a yearly 
salary of $2,500, who shall take charge of such official 
papers as shall be confided to him, and perform such other 
duties as may be directed by the Presidents one clerk, at a 
yearly salary of $1,600; one steward, at a yearly salary of | 
$1,000, who shall, under the direction of the President, 
have charge of, and be responsible for, the plate and furni- 
ture of the President’s Mansion, and shall discharge such 
other duties as the President may assign him ; one messen - 
ger, ata yearly salary of $900; and one assistant messen- | 
ger, ata yearly salary of $750. And forthe payment of the 
compensation of the said officers, during the present fiscal ' 
year, the sum of $6,750, or so much thereof as may be ne- 
eessary, is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. i 


The one hundred and seventieth, which was to i 
add: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That a yearly appro- | 
priation be made for the purchase of stationery, binding 
public documents, and other contingent expenses of the 
Exceutive office, to be expended by the secretary to the | 
President, under the direction of the President; and for | 
that purpose, during the present fiscal year, $650 is hereby 
appropriated, out of any money in the ‘Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. 


The one hundred and seventy-first, which was 
to add: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the authority 
given by the eleventh section of the act approved March 3, 
1853, entitled “f An act making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year end 
ing the 30th of June, 1854,” to the treasurer of the assay 
office in New York to issue his certificate of the net value 
of any bullion or coins deposited in said office is hereby 
suspended, and shall not be exercised except at such time 
or times, and during such periods as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shal! be of opinion that the interests of the public, | 
or of those making such deposits, or the condition of the 
Treasury, render it expedient or convenient to issue such 
certificates. And whenever the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall deem it expedient, he may authorize the issuing ofthe 
said certificates. The receipts directed by the aforesaid 
seetion to be given by the treasurer of the assay office for 
any gold or silver bullion, in dust or otherwise, or for any 
foreign coin to be deposited in the said office, shall be pay- 
able at the option of the depositor, to be expressed in the 
receipt either in coins of the same metal as that deposited, | 
(to be paid as soon as sach bullion or coin can be assayed, j 
or the value thereofascertained either at the office ofthe As- 
sistant Treasurer ofthe United States in New York, oratthe 
Mintof the United States, as the depositor shall prefer,) or 
in bars, dises, or ingots, either of pure metal or ofthe stand- 
ard fineness, or made from the identical metal deposited 
without refining—butin all cases such bars, discs, oringots, 
shall bear a stamp of such form and device as sbail be pre 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, accurately desig 
nating their weight and fineness ; and all gold or silver de- 
posited in the ay office, either to be struck into coin at 
the Mint, or to be refined or assayed, shall be subject to the 
charges prescribed by law for such operations at the Mint 
or branch Mints of the United States, 


' for eash, at such times and places, and with such postpone- 


The one hundred and seventy-second, which 
was to insert: 

Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the fifth section of an act entitled “An act making ap- | 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” and 
approved 3d March, 1853, be, and they are hereby, extended 
to the branch mints and the assay office in New York, re- 
spectively. 

The one hundred and seventy-third, which was 
to insert: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to employ 
private establishments, or to contract with individuals for 
refining gold bullion, if he shall deem it expedient so to do: 
Provided always, That the said refiuing shail not subject 
the depositors to any greater wastage pcr ounce, nor to any 
greater charge for labor, materials, and alloy, or for other 
cause, than is now made, or would hereafter be incurred, 
on deposits at the Mint, the branch Mints, or assay office 
in New York, respectively, nor to any greater delay than 
is now experienced; and that said refining shall be subject 
to such regulations ns the said Secretary shall deem proper 
and suflicient to secure the skillfal and prompt performance 
thereof, and to prevent any loss of metal other than wast- 
age, as aforesaid. 

The one hundred and seventy-fourth, which 
was to add: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized, at his dis- 
cretion, to cause advances to be withheld on deposits of 
gold bullion, made after the first day of January next, at 
the Miut, the branch Mints, and the assay office in New 
York, respectively, unless such deposits be metal of stand- 
ard fineness, and suitable for coinage without any further 
refining; and upon the coinage of such deposits s0 refined 
by private evterprise, and suitable for that purpose, the 
Seeretary of the Treasury, at his diseretion, may charge a 
seignorage of not more than one half per centum, nor less 
than one fourth per centum, upon the value thereof. 


The one hundred and seventy-sixth, which was 
to add: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act of the 7th of June, 1844, restricting the employment of 
inspectors, gaugers, weighers, measurers, and markers in 
the custom house to the number then in service, as may be 
applicable to those employed at the ports of New York and 
New Orleans be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


The one hundred and seventy-eighth, which 
was to add: 

Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That the county of 
El Paso, in the State of Texas, and the Territory of New 
Mexico, be, and they are hereby, made a collection district 
by the name of EI Paso del Norte, and Frontera shall be 
the place or port of entry for said district, and a collector 
shall be appointed to reside thereat, with such other officers 
as shall be necessary. The compensation of the collector 
shall be $2,060 per annum, includiug the fees of his office. 

The one hundred and seventy-ninth, which was 
to add: z 

SEC. — And be it further enacted, That the “ Act 
making appropriations for the improvement of certain har- || 
bors and rivers, approved the 30th of August, 1852, be, |) 
and the same hereby is, amended by striking from the |} 
clause in which they occur the following words: ‘by the |; 
construction of a breakwater across Croaton sound.” 


The one hundred and eighticth and one hundred 
and eighty-first, which were to add: 


i 
| 
| 
| 
And be it further enacted, That the President of the |i 

United States, by and with the advice and consent of the | 

| 
| 
i 
| 
i 


Senate, shall be, and is hereby, authorized to appoint a 
commissioner, at the compensation of notexceeding $4,000 
per annum, to ascertain the nature, character, extent, and 
value of all valid claims arising in Washington and Oregon | 
‘Territories, under the treaty with Great Britain of June 15, 
1846; and should said claims, or any part thereof, be deemed 
of sufficient public and political importance to justify or 
require the measure, the President is hereby authorized to 
direct said commissioner to agree with the claimants and 
the Hudson’s Bay Company for the relinquishment of their |! 
claims on a just and fair valuation, and to pay over the |; 
amount so agreed npon, on a full and entire surrender and | 
relinquishment of all right, title, claim, interest, and de- |: 
mand, therein and thereto, to the United States : Provided, || 
i 
i 
i 


That none of the lands aequired under this section shat be | 
subject to donation or preémption, but shall be sold at pub- | 
He auction, unless in cases where, in the opinion of the j 
commissioner, the sum bid for any particular parcel or 
piece shail be less than a fair price therefor, to be ascer- 
tained by the commissioner aforesaid ; said sales to be made 


ments, as may be directed by the said commissioner; and 
for carrying into effect the provisions of this section in case 
of a purchase, a sum not exceeding $300,000 is hereby ap- 
propriated: Provided, That the amount to be paid for all 
the said elaims, rights, and interest, shall not exceed the 
sum herein appropriated ; and for defraying the expenses of | 
the commission, the further sum of $500 is also appropria- i 
ted, payable out of any money in the Treasury not other- | 
wise appropriated. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, Thatt*in case it 
should be deemed inexpedient to se said lands and im- | 
provements immediately, or any part thereof, the President | 
shall be, and be is hereby, authorized, on the extinguish- | 
ment of the title as aforesaid, io direct the commissioner | 
to take possession of the same, for and in the name of the | 
United States, and to lease the same on such terms and 
eonditious, and for such sum or sums, as he may deom į} 
proper and right, subject, however, to sale, wher in his 
opinion it may be proper, after the United States surveys 
have been extended over the sume. 


to add: i 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States be authorized and directed to appoint 
two persons to investigate and collect proof, under the in- 
structions of the Department of ‘the Interior, onthe depre- 


| dations upon private property by the Indians in Florida, 


subsequent to the 25th December, 1835, the report and tes- 
timony to be submitted to Congress at its next session. 


The one hundred and eighty-fourth, which was 
to add: l 
_SEc. — And be it further enacted, That the second sec- 
tion of the act of July 3, 1852, entitled “€ An act to establish 
a branch of the Mint of the United States in California,’ be 


| so amended as to allow to the clerks authorized to be em- 


ployed therein $3,000 per annum each, to take effect from 
and after the Ist day of July, 1854. And such additional 
sums as, together with these elsewhere provided in this 
act, will equa! the respective salaries authorized by this 
and the preceding section of this act, are hereby appropri- 
ated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated for the payment thereof. 


The one hundred and eighty-fifth, which was to 
add: 


Src. —. And heit farther enacted, That all appointments 
of clerks and assistants authorized to be employed in the 
Offices of the assistant treasurers of the United States, and 
in the offices of the Mint and branches thereof, and the as- 
say oflice in New York, shall respectively be made, with 
the approbation of the President, by the assistant treasurer, 
direcior, superintendent, and treasurers of the Mint and 
said branches, and assay office, as the case may be, whose 
bonds are held at the Treasury Department in trust for the 


| proper and faithful performance of their respective duties. 


The one hundred and eighty-sixth, which was 
to add: 


Sec.—. And he it further enacted, That the district 
judges for the State of California, while in the discharge of 
the duties imposed by the act of the 3d of March, 1851, 
entitled “ An act to ascertain and settle the private land 
claims in the State of California,” be allowed at the rate of 
$22,000 per annum each, in addition to their salaries as dis~- 


; trict judges for the State of California, which shall be in 


full for their services. 


And the one hundred and ejghty-seventh, which 
was to add: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act passed 26th February, 1853, being ‘An act to regulate 
the fees and costs to’ be allowed clerks, marshals, and at- 
torneys of the circuit and district courts of the United States, 


| and for other purposes, as fixes the compensation to be 


allowed for expenses while employed in endeavoring to 
arrest, under process, any person charged with or convicted 
of a erime, the sum actually expended not to exceed two 
dollars per day in addition to his Compensation for service 
and travel,” so as to read “ for expenses while employed in 
endeavoring to arrest, under process, any person charged 


! with or convicted of a crime, the actual necessary expenses 


in addition to his compensation for service and travel.” 


Mr. MALLORY, (before the reading of the 
report was concluded, said:) I move to dispense 
with its further reading. We cannot understand 


! what the amendments are by merely hearing their 


numbers read, 

Mr. WELLER. Ido not ask for the reading 
of the report; but every Senator must see what 
is the practical effect of this course of proceeding. 


i We are called upon now to take that report of the 


committee without knowing *what it is. ‘I'bere 
are not more than two Senators on this floor who 
know what we have given up, or what we have 
gained; so that the effect of it is, that two Sena- 


‘ tors have had the whole legislation of thie great 
| civil and diplomatic bill in their hands. 


The report of the committee of conference was 
concurred in. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. RUSK. The committee of conference on 


| the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 


bill making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
ending the 80th of June, 1855, beg leave to report 
that they are unable to agree upon the disagree- 
ing votes between the two Elouses, and report 
hack the bill, and recommend that the Senate in- 
sist upon their amendments, and ask for another 
committee of conference. 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ments to the bill, and it was 

Resolved, That they insist upon their amendments, and 
ask a further conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon. 

Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
ofthe Senate be appointed by the President pro tempore. 

And Mr. Morton, Mr. Warner, and Mr. 
SepasTIan were appointed. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 


uncing 
ments of t 


priations for the repair, preservation, and comple- 


ion of certain public works heretofore commenced 


: Mr. SEWARD. . Lmove that the Senate recede 


“oMr, ADAMS ngeest to the Senator that it 
ig not necessary to read the amendments. AU of 
them, Tunderstand, have been disagreed to by the 
House.: Every. Senator knows what they are. 
Me STUART, After the experience which 
we have hid in the Senate for the last two days 
about mistakes, I mean to know what [ am going 
to-vote on. Ihave a right to have these amend- 
ments read, and when they are read, I shall then 
know. whether they are correct or-not. 

The amendments of the committee were read. 

Mr. GWIN.__I think this ig,the best bill for a 
committee of conference that I have seen come up 
here yet. TheHouse made clean work of it, and 
disagreed to every améndment of the Senate; they 
did not feave us a single amendment. ` I think we 
ought to have a committee of conference on the 
bill. © There are a great many of those amend- 
ments which ought. to have been considered by 
the other House, but it seems they have been 
overruled entirely, and they have struck them all 
out in’a lump. I hope we shall have a committee 
of.conference:on this bill, i : 
“Mr. SEWARD: It is very certain that there is 
no prospect of the House agreeing to our amend- 
ments. | They have been engaged in the consid- 
eration of them all-day; and have refused concur- 
rence. I therefore‘hope the Senate will recede, so 

‘that we may secure the passage of the bill as it is. 
“Mr. GWIN. That will be giving up every- 
thing to the louse on all those bills. Now, let-us 
make a fight on this bill. We have given up every- 
thing else. Now, let us havea committee of con- 
ference on this bill, and see whether the House 
will not agree to something we propose. 

‘Mr. STUART, I shall ask to have the ques- 
tion divided on these amendments, and I will state 
iwa few words, why I cannot consent to recede 
from at least two of them, and I think there are 
three on which: we ought to insist. There are 
two amendments which were reported from the 
Committee on Commerce which should be insisted 
ot-atalleventa. One of them is indispensably ne- 
ceagary to make an appropriation of the bill avail- 
ables { irefer ‘to the appropriation for Newark. 
Unless you add to that the words which the Com- 
mittee on Commerce of the Senate recommended, 
and which the Senate adopted, the appropriation 
cannot be used. That is the testimony from the 
Engineer Department. The whole appropriation 
will be a nullity, unless you add the words which 
were ‘inserted by the Senate, defining the place 
where the money shall be expended. I cannot 
consent to recede from that amendment, and 1 
think if the Senate will reflect for a moment on 
what we have been doing here for the last week, 
they will insist upon it. 

In the first place, we put into the civil and dip- 
lomatic bill a provision which was to make an 

propriation of the last Congress available in 

orth Carolina, and the House have stricken it 
out, and itis out of the bill. We have put into 
the Army appropriation bill which we have just 
disposed of, another provision which is contained 
in ‘this bill also, in order to make an appropriation 
for the Red river raft available. The House will 
undoubtedly strike that out of the Army appro- 
priation bill, Now, sir, if we consent to recede 
from these amendments to this bill which are in- 
dispensable to carry out the appropriations, we 
do, in the first place, great injustice to the particu- 
lar localities; and, in the next place, we subject 
ourselves, hereafter, to having such provisions put 
upon the appropriation bills where they have cer- 
tainly no pertinence. 

Then again, sir, there is a proviso to the last 
section of the bill, as it came from the House, 
which the Senate struckout. That proviso makes 
it necessary that every Army officer engaged in 
the expenditure of any of these funds, shall give 
bonds. Ihave a communication, which it would 
take half.an hour to read, from an Army officer, 
showing not only the impropriety, but the mani- | 
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fest injustice of such a provision. He does not 
get a cent for disbursing the money; and he is 
called upon, under this provision, to give bonds to 
five or ten times the amount of what he is worth. 
His friends are to come in and give security for 
him in respect to a matter for which he gets no 
ay. : : 
p Mr. BAYARD. Let me suggest to the Sen- 
ator that the object of that proviso is not to make 
the officers give security, but to prevent an officer 
from superintending these works. ` TOR 
Mr. STUART. That will not bring about 
civil superintendency, because it is expressly pro- 
vided that the money shall be expended under 
the direction of the War Department; and we all 
know that Army officers will be appointed by that 
Department. Now, the question is, whether the 
Senate will insist on an amendmént indispensably 
necessary to carryout an appropriation, and with- 
out which it would be worthless, and whether they 
will recede from an amendment ðf this character, 
which would inflict gross injustice on the officers 
of the Army? Why should wedoso? TheSen- 
ator from New York says that the House have 
had the bill under consideration all day. Sir, I 
have heard of a good many things being done'in 
the House to-day, and some, in my opinion, that 
ought not to have been done; but, as Í understand 
it, the House have only had this bill under con- 
sideration during the last hour. [know of no 
reason why the Senate should refuse to insist 
upon such amendments as are proper. ` 
Mr. WELLER. Idonotknow whatthey are. 
Mr. STUART. The Senator says, he does 
not know what they are. I mentioned the ap- 
propriation for the harbor of Newark, New Jer- 
sey. Unless you add to that appropriation the 
words which the Committe on Commerce recom- 
mended, which carries the expenditure below that 
point, the engineer officer has written to the com- 
mittee to say, that the work cannot be carried out. 
The same thing is true of New York, as to the 
appropriation for Hell Gate. There is a case 
where money has been advanced by individuals, 
and unless you add the words proposed by the 
Committee on Commerce, there is no authority to 
refund that money. This isa species of injustice 
which I think we are not called upon to do; but 
let us make an effort to see whether the House 
will not recede from its disagreement to these 
necessary amendments. As to the amendments 
making additional appropriations I care nothing 
about them. . 
Mr. WELLER. I desire to ask the Senator 
from Michigan if, at the commencement of the 
discussion of this bill in zhe Senate, he did not 
make earnest appeals to the friends of the bill not 
to suffer any amendments whatever to be made to 


it? I so understood him. 
Mr. STUART. I will answer the Senator. I 
did not. That question has been asked me seve- 


ral times, and I can say that I made no such ap- 
peals to the Senate. On the contrary, I reported 
three amendments from the Committee on Corn- 
merce. 

Mr. WELLER. I was grossly mistaken, and 
I was here all the time. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Committee on Com- 
merce reported no amendment to increase any 
amount of appropriation. They reported some 
verbal amendments to make the bill more perfect. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And objected to 


all others. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Yes, sir, and objected to 
all others. 

Mr. STUART. I did not. 


ThePRESIDENT. Did the Chair understand 
the Senator from Michigan to ask for a division 
of the question on the amendments? 

Mr. STUART. Yes, sir, I ask for a division. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the question will 
be on receding from. the first amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. I think the proper course is to 


‘take the vote on insisting. 


The PRESIDENT, The motion made by the 
Senator from New York is, that the Senate recede. 

Mr. RUSK. I heard a long discussion once 
on this subject, and I think it was decided that the 
proper question to be put was on insisting. 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair decides that | 


the question is to be put on the motion to recede, 
that motion having been made. The first ques- 
tion is.on receding from the amendmentincreasing 
the appropriation ‘* for the removal of the Des- 


Moines rapids, in the 
$18,000 to $100,000. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
on receding from this amendment, resulted—~yeas 
18, nays 21; as follows: l 


YEAS —Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bright, Chase, 
Cooper, Fessenden, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Johnson, Jones, 
of Tennessee, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, 
Sumner, and Wade—18. ` ge ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Brodhead, Brown, 
Butler, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Fitz- 
patrick, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Mallory, Morton, Rusk, 
Thomson of. New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Walker, and 

+ 


Mississippi river,” from 


Weller—2).. - 


So the Senate refused to recede from this amend- 
ment. oS i 

The second amendment was to insert in the 
appropriation ‘* for the removal of the rocks at 
Hell Gate and Diamond reef, New York harbor’? 
the words ‘including the amount expended prior 
to August 30, 1852.” 

The question being taken upon receding from 
this amendment, the Senate refused to recede. 

The third ‘amendment was to insert after the 
appropriation of $50,000 * for continuing the ře- 
opening of a communication between Albemarle 
Sound, in North Carolina, and the Atlantic 
ocean,” the words, ‘in addition to the sum of 
$50,000 appropriated by the act of August 30, 
1852; and this sum, as well as the former appro- 
priation, may bg used for a breakwater, or such 
other works as the Secretary of War may deem 
best adapted to accomplish the object.’” 

The question being taken on the motion to re- 
cede from this amendment, it was decided in the 
negative. Ha : 

The fourth amendment was to insert; “ For the 
improvement of the Brazos river, in the State of 
Texas, $44,000.” 

The Senate refused to recede from this amend- 
ment. 


The fifth amendment was to insert after the 
words, “ improvement of the harbor of Newark,’” 
the words, ‘and Passaic river, below the town of 
Newark, and Newark bay.” 

The Senate refused to recede from this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Thereis no necessity for 
taking the vote separately on the other amend- 


ments. ; 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
the vote will be taken upon all the other amend- 
ments together. The question is, will the Senate 
Heras from the remaining amendments to this 

ill? 

The Senate refused to recede. 

So it was resolved that the Senate insist on their 
amendments to the said bill. ` 
Mr. SEWARD. I move that the Senate re- 
quest a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 

two Houses, 

Mr. GWIN. 
myself. - 

Mr. SEWARD. Very well. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was ordered+that 
the committee be appointed by the President pro 
tempore; and Messrs. Gwin, Benzamin, and Rusk 
were appointed. 

A message was soon afterwards received from 
the House of Representatives, announcing that 
they insisted upon their disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate, agreed to the confer- 
ence asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, and had appointed Mr. Joun 
Wentwortn, Mr. Orr, and Mr. Jonn PERKINS, 
jr., managers at the same on their part. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


“aA message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they insisted upon their disa- 
greement to the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1855; agreed to the further 
conference asked by the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses; and had appointed Mr. 
Oros, Mr. Cuanprer, and Mr. Bocock managers 
at the same on their part. 7 

Also, that the Speaker had signed an enrolled 
bill to incorporate the Pioneer Manufacturing 


I was about to make that motion 


Company of Georgetown; which was thereupon 
signed by the President pro tempore. 


1854. 
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MAIL STEAMER BILL. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, asin 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
pill from the House of Representatives, ‘* making 
appropriations for the transportation of the United 
States mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1855.” 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [move to strike out the 
third section in the following words: | 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the arrangements 
now subsisting for th 2 transportation of the mails from New 
York to Liverpool, from New York via Southampton to 
Bremen, from. New York via Cowes to Havre and back, 
from New York to New Orleans, to-Charleston, Havana, 
and Chagres and back, from Panama to California and Or- 
egon and back, and from Charleston to Havana and back, be 
terminated as soun as, in the opinion of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, it may be done consistently with the public interegts ; 
and that the Postmaster General shall give noticesof such 
termination accordingly : Provided, That, in the opinion of 
the Postmaster General, with the concurrence of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and the Attorney General of the United 
States, the same may be done without the violation of any 
contract now legally binding on the United States, and that 
the transportation of the mails on these lines be let to the 
lowest responsible bidders after public advertisement. 

I object to this section for several reasons. I 
move to strike it out because it refers to the Post- 
master General, the Secretary of the Navy, and | 
the Attorney General, a question, the decision of 
which properly appertains to the Senate and House 
of Representatives. I believe the object of it is 
tocompel the Government to purchase these worn- 
out vessels for war steamers. A vessel depreciates 
in value about ten per cent. every year. These 
steamers have been in service about five years, so 
that they are half worn out. Under existing laws, 
if we discontinue the service of these mail steam- 
ers, we are bound to take them at a certain price. 
Again, we shall be obliged to enter into other con- 
tracts. Gentlemen who want these contracts, it 
seems to me, ought to wait until the present ones 
expire. It appears, however, that they cannot 
wait any longer, but they must appeal to the Gov- 
ernment to take their old steamers, and compel 
the Government to pay for the transportation of 
the mails besides; so that we shall pay nearly the 
same price for transporting the mails, and we 
shall have these steamers on our hands altogether | 
worthless for war purposes. These are my ob- 
jections to the section. 

Mr. RUSK. I wish to call the attention of 
the Senate to a provision in the first section of 
this bill directing the Secretary of the Navy to | 
give notice on the 31st day of December next of 
the discontinuance of the extra allowance to the 
Collins line of steamers. That is a violation.of 
the lawas it stands. Thelaw making that addi- 
tional allowance declares that after the 31st day 
of December, 1854, Congress may give notice of 
the discontinuance of that service. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator allow me to 
read that provision of the law to him? 

Mr. RUSK. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. It is in these words: 

« Provided, That it shall bein the power of Congress, | 
atany time after the 31st day of December, 1854, to termi- 
nate the arrangement for the additioual allowance herein 
provided for, upon giving six months? notice.” 

Mr. RUSK. Icontend that, according to the 
plain meaning of this language, it is not in the 
power of Congress to act upon the subject until 
the 31st day of December next. What would 
be the result, in practical operation, of the pro- 
viso contained in the first section of this bill? It 
would be a discontinuance of this service by the 
Executive officers. Congress meets before the | 
3lst of December next, and will be in session im- 
mediately afterwards. According to the plain 
construction of the law, Congress has no power 
over the subject until that time. The acceptance 
of that law by the contractors made it a contract 
with these persons, and Congress has no right to 
interfere with it until after the 31st of December | 
next, and then it may give six months’ notice. | 
That is a question for decision at the next ses- | 
sion of Congress. 

Aside from its being entirely out of the power 
of Congress, in my judgment, under that law to 
take any action towards giving the notice at this 


time, it would be, in my opinion, an improper act 
if the power were fully vested in Congress. If: 
you desire to surrender the whole monopoly of | 
the transportation of the mail between our ports | 
and those of Great Britain, into the hands of | 
Great Britain, it would be well to terminate this | 


eontract. I know that this bill goes on in a sub- 
sequent section to provide that the Secretary of 
the Navy and the Postmaster General shall issue 
proposal and let out the contract to the lowest 

idder. Whenever that would be accomplished, it 
would be a dead weight upon the Treasury to no 
earthly purpose, for no lowest bidder could come 
in and take this contract, and compete with the 
Cunard steamers. The Collins steamers have 
surpassed them. No one who would come in 
and obtain a contract as the lowest, bidder would 
be able to compete with the Cunard steamers. 
The result would be that your steamers from New 
York to Liverpoo! would be thrown back from 
ten to twelve days, as they are now, to fifteen or 
sixteen days, and there would be no mail matter 
sent on such slow steamers. The other provision 
which | understand the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia to move to strike out, is the third section in 


i| reference to the contracts between this and Cali- 


fornia. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I move to strike out the 
third section. č 

Mr. RUSK. I thought the Senator moved to 
strike out the notice in the first section, and the 
whole of the third section. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Icannot moveboth. We 
can first try to strike out the third section. 

Mr. RUSK. The third section provides that 
the Postmaster General, the Secretary of the 
Navy, and the Attorney General, shall determine 
whether or not they can set aside the mail steamer 
contracts without violating any Jaws. It is de- 
volving on them a very onerous, and, l suppose, a 
very disagreeable duty. It is for Congress to de- 
termine that question. I believe a committee of 
the House of Representatives, reported the other 


law. Thatis what I understand, though I have 
not read the report. But what will be the practi- 
cal effect, even supposing some of the contracts 
have been violated and they can beset aside? We 
should be in danger of the very thing of which the 
Senator from Pennsylvania has suggested; we 
should have to take these ships when they were 
pretty well worn out, and pay the contractors for 
them. What use have you for them when you 
have obtained them? Then what would be the 
next step? A competition between three or four 
different rival routes between this and California, 
with a view of encouraging improvements outside 
of our own Territory. I am opposed to making 
any more contracts which will at all interfere 
with the great necessity and duty which devolves 


the country and California over our own territory. 
Here are various rival routes. Here is the Pan- 
ama route, passing through a country which is 


the travel across the Isthmus was very unsafe, and 
doubtless would be rendered entirely so in the case 
of a revolution. Then there is the Nicaragua 
route, with the celebrated Greytown on it, witha 


frequently add murder to it. 'T'hen there is another 


other two. Under such circumstances, Lam not in 
favor of extending these contracts or vesung m- 


across our own territory to our possessions on 
the Pacific. 


I understand, to striking out the third section. 
have no doubt that, if we have authority to put 
an end to these contracts, as proposed in that sec- 
tion, it would be very much to the advantage of 
the Government to do so, and would also facilitate 
the mail service to California. 1 believe, so far 
as cheapness and superior mail service are con- 
cerned, we could have it much cheaper and a 
better service, even if we were to buy these ships 
at valuation, (for it is to be remembered that they 
are to be bought at valuation,) and were to put 
the contracts out to the lowest bidder. But, sir, 
there is a question behind that, which I have not 
had time to examine to my satisfaction; and that 
is as to the authority todo so. Ff I felt perfectly 
clear that we had the authority to do so, } should, 
with great pleasure, vote for the section as it has 
been sent to us by the House. That is the only 
| doubt which rests upon my. mind. 


day that such a proceeding would not violate the į 


on us of making a road between this portion of | 


almost in revolution, and a few days ago, I believe, | 


set of scamps there who live by robbing, and very j 


rival route across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
through a country which is just about on a par, į 
so far as law and order are concerned, with the | 


terest in any of these pass-ways which shall at all | 
interfere with the projét of making a railroad | 


Mr. HUNTER. This amendment isconfined, |! 
i 


Mr. ADAMS. As I _havethe honor of belongs 
ing to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and differed from. my colleagues, on. that 
committee, in regard to the notice to the Collings 
line, l desire simply to say that I have. no doubt 
of the power and of the right of Congress at any 
time to provide for the giving of the notice. after. 
the day fixed in the contract, by which Congress 
reserved to itself the right of giving notice. . I do 
not understand that the time fixed for the giving 
| of the notice, limits the action of Congress. Con- 
gress may, in anticipation of that time provide 
for and direct the notice to be given at the expira- 
tion of thé time. l differ from my colleagues on 
the committee upon that subject. Congress, in 
my opinion, is just as competent now to order 
notice to be given at the time limited inthe con- 
tract, as it will be after the time shall have arrived. 
As to the other questions involved, I believe, with 
|| the Senator from Virginia, that the sooner we give 
l| the notice, and get rid of the existing contracts, 
the better it will be for the country. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, I understand 
i| the Senator from Pennsylvania has moved to 
strike out the third section of this bill. I was not, 
here at the time the motion was made, nor did I 
hear the arguments which he offered in support. of 
it, but I came in towards the conclusion of his 
remarks, when he was telling the Senate that. the 
effect of the passage of this section of the bill 
would be to throw upon this Government a con- 
siderable number of vessels which were. really 
i| worthless. Now, Mr. President, you will allow 
me to say that the provision in this section of the 
bill is, that if, in the opinion of the Postmaster 
General, with the concurrence of the Secretary of 
the Navy and the Attorney General of the United 
States, these contracts may be set aside without 
any Violation of the rights of the parties, it shall 
be done. Now, suppose the Government. were 
compelled to take these vessels. They take them 
at an appraisement of their value for naval pur- 
poses; and I undertake to say, that for naval pur- 
poses the appraisement would not be very. extrav- 
agant. ‘There are few of these steamers which 
would be appraised at over $150,000 or $200,000 
for naval purposes. These vessels were original 
to have been constructed so as to be convertible 
into armed steamers, or steamers for naval pur- 
poses in time of war. Very few of them, in my 
judgment, have been so constructed; and all that 
the Government would now be compelled to pay, 
if we should see proper to abrogate the conteacts, 
would be the value of these. steamers for naval 
| purposes. The Senator from Virginia said the 
other day that we were compelled to pay $730,000 
for the transportation of a mail semi-monthly to 
California. I undertake to say now, that there 
| are parties here who are abundantly able to give 
ample security that they will carry the mail 
weekly for $500,000 a year. f . 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. If the Senator'from Cali- 
fornia will permit me, I will state that the price 
we are now paying is more than he has. men- 
tioned. It is $835,000 a year. 

Mr. WELLER. Eight hundred and thirty- 
five thousand dollars, then, is paid for the trans- 
portation of a semi-monthly mail to California. 
If the existing contract beabrogated, we can obtain, 
|! a weekly mail to California for $500,000. There 
is the question now presented to the Senate. The 
contract has some six years to run, and the only 
point is, whether it is expedient now, if, in the 
opinion of the Attorney General, the Postmaster 
General, and the Secretary of the Navy, these 
contracts can be set aside without a violation of 
|i the rights of these parties, to doso? My only 
| anxiety is to get a mail, and get it just as often as 
| wecan obtain it. I prefer a weekly, of course, 
| to a semi-monthly mail; and if, by abrogating the 
| contracts on just and fair terms, if, by taking these 
| 
1 
t 


vessels at what they may be appraised to be worth 
for naval purposes, I can obtain a mail weekly for 
$500,000, E consider that it is to the interest of 
this Government to do so. 

Now, then, what is the ground on which the 
Senator from Pennsylvania stands? He says that 
we shail be compelled to take these vessels. Tam 
| perfectly willing to take them, and make a fair 
|| remuneration to the parties, by paying for them 
|| whatever they may be worth for naval purposes. 
| These steamers are only valuable as transports in 
il time of war. Your side-wheel steamers cannot 
i| be used for any other purpose than. for transport- 


i 
i 
H 
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il 
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troops and supplies from point to point.. Tam 
willing to take them. I do not desire you to vio- 
läte the rights of any of these parties; but when 
the fact stares me in the face, that I can get a 
weekly mail:-for: $500,000, I prefer that to a semi- 
monthly- mail at.g835,000. a . 
‘Mr MALLORY. Allow me to ask my friend 
from California a question. How many of these 
stéamers; under the abrogation of these contracts, 
shall-we have to take? hat is the number? 


Mr: WELLER. 
take them attheir actual value for naval purposes. 
Anybody: will take them at that price. But they 
are more valuable for the transport of passengers, 


of course, than for naval purposes. There is not 
the least doubt in the world about the right of the 
Government to abrogate the contract upon the 
conditions specified in the original law; and it is, 
therefore, purely a question of expediency. I 
think; now, the Federa! Government can take 
these vessels without any loss or danger. They 
can sell them for whatever they are appraised at, 
and give California a weekly mail for $500,000. | 

“Mr. SEWARD. This contract expires, I 
think, in'1858, and there will be another session 
of. Congress on the first Monday of December 
next... Now, I hold, in the first place, in regard to 
the contract for the steamers between New. York 
and ‘Liverpool, that nothing can be plainer than 
that Congress has not. the power to interfere with 
that contract at all at the present session. The 
language is explicit. Itis a contract entered into 
between ‘the Government. by the passage of the 
act of 1852, and the carriers of these mails; and 
the contract contains this proviso: ‘ That it shall 
be in the power of Congress, at any time after the 
Sst day of December, 1854, to terminate the ar- 
rangement for the additional allowance herein pro- 
vided for, upon giving six months’ notice.” That 

` must be six months’ notice given after the 31st of 
December. 

‘Mr. WELLER. The Senator will allow me 
to say, that I said nothing in regard to the Collins 
line of steamships, not because I deny the right 
ofthe Government now to pass a law on the sub- 
ject, butit would be exceedingly inconvenient to 
anticipate; and it ia always folly, in my judg- 
ment, to decide a question until the necessity 
arises; and Congress will be in session again be- 
fore the time fixed by the original contract will 
have-arrived, 

Mr. STUART. The question is on striking 
out the third section. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
self to that question. 
Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, when the 
subject of increased compensation to the Collins 
line of steamera was before us, you will recollect | 
that.one of the main arguments brought in support 
of that additional compensation was the eligibility 
and.fitness.of those vessels for naval purposes. I | 
had the honor then to state my own views on that 
subject to the Senate; and I predicted that when 
these vessels should be perfectly worthless and 
worn out, they would be sold to the Government, 
or an attempt made to sell them. I said, then, 
that they were never fit for naval purposes, if by 
that. term was meant fighting the battles of the | 
country on the high seas. They are only fit, as 
has been remarked by the Senator from California, 
for transports, to do the duty of transports. We 
all know that after one of these immense steamers 
has been used for a short time, the expense of | 
repairing her increases in an increased ratio with 
her age; and-these vessels now, if transferred to 
the United States, would be worth no more than the 
material and the engine would sell for. As for 
naval purposes, or any other purposes of nation- 
ality, they would be a perfect drug on the hands 

of the Government, entirely useless. 

Why, sir, the British Government, no longer 
ago than last year, having some of the finest 
paddle-wheel stéamers afloat, in its navy, called | 


I donot care to address my- | 


| 
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together a board, composed of naval officers and | 


civilians, and, after a most mature and thorough ex- | 
amination, condemned them all for naval purposes. | 


Such steamers cannot be used in any respect |} 


Ihave no doubt they would |! s r 
| was an appraisement of the fair value of anything 


any terms whatever. : 

The Senator from. California says we should 
only be compelled to take them at the price at 
which they would be appraised as their value for 
naval purposes. Now, who are to be the ap- 
praisers? The Government’stands on one side, 
and on the other stand individuals. 1 ask you 
when it was ever known in this country that there 


when the Government was a party? There has 
been no such thing in the world. The Govern- 
ment has no use for these vessels at all. No mat- 
ter what they might be appraised at, they would 
be worth no more to the Government than the 
material and the engine. 

Mr.SEWARD. Thediscussion goes on upon 
both branches of the subject; and I may as well 
now say a few words in regard to the Collins line. 
1 will detain the Senate only a very few minutes. 

Mr. STUART. Suppose we take the vote first 
on this amendment? 

Mr.SEWARD. Both questions are being dis- 
cussed by others. Sir, the Collins line of steam- 
ers has done all that it was promised it should do 
in regard to giving an increased amount of post- 
ages for the benefit of the Government. The in- 
crease for the year 1853 over the year 1852, ac- 
cording to the report of the Postmaster General, 
was thirty-four per cent. In 1852 the amount of 
postages received from this line was $339,164. In 
1853 it had risen to $469,804. Assuming this per- 
centage of increase to be the criterion, the postage 
for the present year-——1854—will be $650,000, and 
for 1855 it will be $901,056—exceeding the amount 
of annual appropriations required by the contract. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator from New 
York say that the receipts from the Collins line 
exceed the sum annually paid to them? 

Mr.SEWARD. That they will, next year, at 
the same rate. The increase was thirty-four per 
centum last year; and, assuming that for this year, 
it will amount to $650,000, and next year 
$901,000, exceeding the appropriation. The in- 
crease of postage on the Cunard line during the 
same period has been at the rate of twenty-nine 
per centum. Ours, by the Collins, is at the rate 
of thirty-four per centum. The postages by the 
Cunard line in 1852 were over $658,000, in 1853, 
$845,553, which is about the amount of our pres- 
ent appropriation for the Collins line. Now, 
allowing the British postages to increase at twenty- 
nine per centum for this year and the next, the 
result will be, that for 1854 the postages by the 
Cunard line will amount to $1,090,000, and in 
1855 to $1,407,000. In this we participate with 
the British Government by treaty; but if the Col- 
lins line be withdrawn, the treaty will be termi- 
nated. The line will be withdrawn whenever we 
give the notice to Mr. Collins. Then what will 
be lost to us will be our share of what will go as 
the postages on the whole communications be- 


| tween Liverpool and New York; and upon the 


basis of the estimates which I had given, it will 


be this: The Collins postage which we shall lose | 


for 1854, or which will go to the British Govern- 
ment, will be $650,578; and for 1855, $901,069. 
The British postage in 1854 will be $1,090,000, 
and in 1855, $1,407,000. Total in two years, 


$4,049,000 of postage both ways upon correspond- || 


ence between Europe and this country by both 
lines, which will be earned and enjoyed by the 
British. 1 leave the subject with these remarks, 
assured that there is no necessity for troubling 
the Senate further. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Florida has 
referred to his vote on increased compensation to 
the Collins line. He says he voted against it, and, 
at the time, made various predictions. I voted for 
it, and Í have never regretted that vote from that 
day to this. The Senator from Florida talks about 
the ships being worn out. Why, sir, they are 
new enough and staunch. enough to ran around 
ten times any steamship in the United States 
Navy; and my honest-conviction is, that in time 
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of wal e of these steamers, with a single gun; 
could p any steamship in our Navy. 
course, the gun should bea big one. A ship which 
can run fifteen or seventeen miles an hour is not 
in much danger from those making six, eight, or 
nine knots an hour, and that is the rate of our ves- 
selsin the Navy. 1 look upon the Collins steamers 
as an honor to the nation; and so longas Iam 
here, I shall sustain them. Instead of being worm 
out, I regard them as in fine condition for the ser- 
vice of carrying the mails. I do not wish the 
Government of the United States to take them at 
all. lagree with the Senator as to that, and we 
shall probably vote together on that point, But 
I am decidedly of opinion that the notice proposed 
to be given in the first section of this bill is unlaw- 
ful; and ought not be given. . 

ye HUNTER. The provision of law in re- 
gard tothe Collins steamers is: , 

“Tt shall be in the power of Congress, at any time after 
the 3lsi day of December ,1854, to terminate the arrangement 


forthe additional allowance herein provided for, upon giving 
six months’ notice.?? 


It only requires that the arrangement shall not 
be terminated until after the 31st day of December; 
but I apprehend it may be terminated on any day 
after the 3ist of December, if six months’ notice 
be given: previously, ‘There is a difference of 
‘opinion in regard to that. Ido not think the pro- 
vision of the law as to the 31st of December ap- 
plies to the-notice, but to the time within which 
the arrangement may be terminated. ` See, sir,’ 
the arrangement of the language: ‘Provided, That 
it shall be in the power of Congress, at any time 
after the 3lst day of December, 1854’’—to do 
what? To give notice? No, sir, but to ‘ termi- 
nate the arrangement for thée“additional allowance 
herein provided for.” = 

Mr. RUSK. How terminate it? 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘Upon giving six months’ 
notice.’? We may give the notice before the time 
in order to terminate the arrangement afterwards. 
I have no doubt Congress may give the notice 
beforehand, provided they do not terminate the 
arrangement until that day. 

Now, sir, in regard to the expediency of termi- 
nating that arrangement. The Senator from New 
York tells us all the predictions of its friends have 
been verified in regard to it. I think not. [ think 
it was predicted, at the time Congress made the . 
allowance, that we were to be repaid in the post- 
ages, and [ know at that time there were some 
very fallacious statements made in regard to the 
returns from the Collins line; for they added to the 
actual receipts from the Collins line, which ought 
to ke confined to the ocean postage, the inland 
postage after the letters reached here. 1 do not 
know how far the statistics of the Senator from 
New York (for I have not time to examine them 
now) would bear him out in his statements. Cer- 
tain It is that the Collins line has never, as yet, 
paid, and does not now pay, the sums we are 
giving it. But suppose it did, itis a service which 
either will, or will not pay. If it does not pay, we 
ought not to be lavishing money upon a partic- 
ular petted scheme. If it will pay, let us throw it 
open to free competition, and we shall find enough 
who will be ready to undertake the service. But, 
sir, I only rose to say that, so far as the legal au- 
thority is concerned, it seems to me that we have 
the right now to give the notice, provided we do 
not terminate the arrangement until after the 31st 
day of December next. 

Mr. STUART. I[did not propose to say any- 
thing upon this question until it should be prop- 
erly before the Senate. The amendment now 
pending is to strike out the third section, and [ have 
always seen that to discuss a question before it is 
properly under the consideration of the Senate, 
only amounts to a double discussion, for it will 
be discussed just as much when it is legitimately 
before the Senate. But, sir, as that has seemed 
to be the course of the debate, I wish to state, in 
a few words, why I cannot vote for the provision 
in the first section, requiring notice to be given to 
the Collins line of steamers. In respect to the 
measure before the Senate, the third section of 
this bill, I have not sufficient knowledge to enable 
me to discuss it. 

As to the provision for giving notice to the Col- 
lins line of steamers, | do not believe that if it 
were & question between individuals, there would 
be any two opinions about it. Congress is em- 
powered by law to terminate the contract. How? 


1854. 
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By giving notice. When? After the 3Ig,day of 
December, 1854. If the English language had 
been searched for the purpose of employing terms 
so plain that there could be no dispute about them, 
the matter could not have been made clearer. 

Now, sir, look at the practical mode of doing 
this thing. Congress is to give the notice. How? 
By a law, or by a joint resolution, which shall 
declare that the notice provided for in a certain 
jJaw—referringeto it—is hereby given? When are 
you authorized to do that? The law says ex- 
pressly you may give that notice after a certain 
time; that is to say, you may terminate the con- 
tract after that time by giving the notice. Then, 
1 ask, by what authority can you give the notice 
sooner? 

Now, let me show the manner in which this 
would operate in a business point of view. Sap- 
pose. Congress to-night should declare, in the lan- 
guage of this bill as it now stands, that it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Navy to give the 
notice, | should liketo know if, at the next session 
of this Congress, before the 31st of December 
next, we could not repealit? Will any Senator 
deny that? Itis only contended by the Senator 
from Virginia that the notice is to beeffective after 
the 31st day of December. Then, I ask him, if Con- 
gress to-night gives the notice, may not Congress 
on the 10th of December repeal the act giving the 
notice? That shows at once that giving the notice 


in this way is of no effect; but if Congress gives |! 


the notice after the 31st day of December next, 
the contract is instantaneously terminated by law, 
and any subsequent action by Congress short of 
making a new contract, would be of no avail. 
There can be no doubt about that. 

lam not prepared to say, sir, that Congress 
may not direct the notice to be given by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, or by any other officer. That 
¥ should not deny, because it might be construed 
to be a notice given by Congress, appointing the 
Secretary of the Navy as our agent to give it. 
The plain language of the law is, that it is to bethe 
notice of Congress. Then, when may Congress 
give it?) The answer is found in the language of 
the law—* after the 3istday of December, 1854.” 

I know that this matter was put to a practical 
test in the House of Representatives at the time 
the arrangement for the additional allowance was 
made, 
done in regard to it inthe Senate. All sorts of 
propositions were offered in the House of Rep- 
resentatives to provide for giving the notice then 
to take effect at a subsequent day, but it was 
steadily voted down, and with great propriety. 
The opinion of Congress to-day may not be the 
opinion of Congress after the 31st day of Decem- 
ber next. It does not follow at all, that, if Cen- 
gress now ‘deems it best to give this notice to 
terminate the contract, that would be the determ- 
ination of Congress after the 31st of December. 


I do not know whether anything was | 


But, sir, certainly it is not important to reason in | 


respect to the causes which should operate to in- 
duce the giving of this notice, for now the ques- 
tion is as to the power to give it. i 
thing I desire the Congress of the United States 
shall adhere to, and that is strict, plain justice, 
and avoid all attempts at exercising a disputed 
authority. Where we hold the power, the power 
of Congress is arbitrary; and in many instances 
it will be exercised here arbitrarily. In this case 
itis disputed, and disputed by sound men, whether 
the notice can be given before the time men- 
tioned in the law. Sir, what becomes of a great 
and powerful Government, the party on the one 
side, and acompany owning these maul steamers on 
the other? It is for the Government not to exer- 
cise a doubtful authority; and that is the best 


phase that can be put upon this subject. Whether | 


Congress can exercise this authority now or 
not is doubtful, because itis doubted by disinter- 
ested and sound men. 

Mr. ADAMS. Ifthe Senator will allow me, I 
beg leave to call his attention to the provision in 
this bill. It is that the Secretary of the Navy ‘is 
hereby directed, immediately after the 31st day 
of December, 1854,” to. give the notice. 

Mr. STUART. I understand that, and it is 
the very thing I object to. It is that Congress 
tries to evade the plain provision of the la 
providing now that an officer of the Government 
ghali, arter the Sist day of December, give the 
notice, Isay the piain provision cf the law is, that 


Cohgress ig to terminate this contract by giving | 


There is one | 


i 
i 
i 


' give notice of euch termination accordingly: 


notice;and where may Congress terminate it? Con- 
gress cannot give the notice, Congress cannot direct 


anybody else to give the notice, until after the | 


3ist of December next. Why, sir, to carry this 
doctrine further, the next day after we entered 
into the contract, Congress might have passed a 
law directing the Secretary of the Navy, or any 
other officer, to give the notice immediately after 
the 31st of December, 1854; but does anybody 


suppose that was the contemplation of Congress? ! 
Did we know then how the contract would ope- | 
rate, what would be its resulting benefits to the | 


country, or anything at all about it? We are 
short of that knowledge now. Hence the pro- 
priety of adhering to the literal reading of the 
law. 
is a matter, in respect to which, if we hold the 
power, it is a disputed power, in relation to its 

resent exercise, honestly and bona fide disputed. 

hat being so, we should not seek to give an in- 
terpretation to the law which is fairly disputed by 


| members of Congress, and also by the mail steamer 


company. For myself, I will never consent to 
such a thing. As to the interest of the mail 
steamer company, itis matter of no consequence 
to me individually, but I never will consent that 
the Government of the United States, by my vote 
and action, shall undertake to turn peddlers and 
stick at devices for the means of avoiding a plain 
business provision of law. 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, I consider this 
an abstraction at the present time. Evidently a 


| majority of the Senate is disinclined to concur in 


that provision of the House bill, and I shall not, 
therefore, consume the time of the Senate in re- 


| plying to the position taken on the other. side, 


though 1 think 1 could successfully maintain the 
right of Congress at this time to provide, as the 


| bill provides, for the giving of the notice at the 


period fixed in the contract. I merely wish to 


notify the Senate that so soon as we shall have | 


disposed of this bill, 1 desire that they shall take 
up and pass a most valuable little bill which has 
passed the other House, known as the graduation 
bill for the benefit of settlers on the public lands, 
and I hope we shall have a vote on this question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on striking out the third section. 

Mr. MALLORY. On that question I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the call- 
ing of the roli was commenced, and Mr. Anams 
answered to his name. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I wish to call the attention 
of the Senate to a matter which seems to have 
escaped general notice. | noticed it myself before, 
but I was called out on a committee of conference, 
and did not bring it to the attention of the Senate. 
The third section, which it is moved to strike 
out, includes both the Collins and the California 
lines. 1 believe Senators generally are of opinion 
that it only includes the California lines. It in- 
cludes the Collins line also; and the question 
ought to be divided in relation to it, because we 
have different epinions in relation to those lines. 

Mr. HUNTER. I was not aware that it in- 
cluded the Collins line. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I know the Senate gen- 


| erally are under the same impression. 
itcan be reached by a mo- | 


Mr. WELLER. 
ion to reconsider, and then a division be de- 
manded, as there are two distinct propositions. 
Mr. CHASE. By unanimous consent, the call 


can be dispensed with, as there is evidently a mis- || 
apprehension in the Senate. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brienr.) 


If there be no objection, the call will be consid- 
i ered as withdrawn. 


There was no objection. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Now, I call for a division 
of the section, and I ask that it be read. 
It was read, as follows: 


Sec. 3, And be tt further bructed, That the arrangements 
now subsisting fòr the transportation of the mails from 
New York to Liverpool; from New York, via Southamp- 
tonto Bremen; from New York, via Cowes, to Havre, and 
back; from New York to New Orleans, Charleston, Ha- 
vana, and Chagres, and back; from Panama to California, 
and Oregon, and back; and from Charleston to Havana, 


and back, be terminated as soon as, in the opinion of tug i 


Postmaster Ge 
public interes! 


eral, it may be Gene con 
and that the Postn 


ter General shall 
Provided, 
That, in the opinion of the Postmaster General, with the 
concurrence of the Secretary of the Navy and the Attorney 
General of the United Sta he same may be dove with- 
gut the violation of any contract now lawfully binding on 


3 


In addition to the question of propriety, it | 


y with the į 


the United States; and that tho transportation of the maila 
on these Hnes be let to the lowest responsible bidders after 
public advertisement. À 

Mr. SEWARD. Before the question is taken. 
|| on striking out that section, | move to amend it 
|| by striking out the words “from New York to 
| Liverpool; from New York, via Southampton; 
| to Bremen; from New York, via Cowes, to Havre 
| and back;’* so that it shall read: **That the ar- 
| rangements now subsisting for the transportation 
| of the mail from New York to New Orleans,” &c., 
so as not to apply to the European steamers. 

The question being taken on this. motion to 
|| strike out, resulted—yeas 16, nays 17; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, Brown, 
; Foot, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, James, Morton, Rusk, 

Seward, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and 
Weller—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Clay, Cooper, Daw- 
sou, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, John- 
| son, Mallory, Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, Sumner, Toucey, 
| and Walker—17. 
| Sohe amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question if 
on the amendment to strike out the third section. 
Mr. CHASE. The Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia moved to strike out the entire section. un- 
|i derstand that the question was divided, and that 
| we have just voted on strikiitg out part, and, there- 
| fore, the question must now be on striking out the 
| residue. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My motion was to strike 
out the entire section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A division of 
the question was called for, and the vote was taken 
on striking out a part of it. 

Mr. STUART. The motion of the Senator 
from New York was to strike out part, but that 
did not affect the other question, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Have Inot aright to move 
to strike out the entire section? 

Mr. GHASE. I ask for a division, so as to 
confine the striking out to the portion on which 
we have not voted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in order 
to move to strike out the whole section. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That is my motion. 

Mr. CHASE. Isit notin order to divide it? 

Mr. ADAMS. A motion was made to strike 
out the entire section. A motion was then made 
to divide that, and it was rejected; and now the 
| motion to strike out the whole section isrenewed. 
| I submit that a division cannot again be called for. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
refused to strike out part of the section; the ques- 
|| tion now is on the motion of the Senator from 
| Pennsylvania to strike out the whole section. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
that amendment, resulted—yeas 14, nays 19; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, Foot, 
Geyer, Gwin, James, Mallory, Morton, Rusk, Seward, 
Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, and Wade—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bright, Chase, Coop- 
er, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Hous- 


ton, Hunter, Johnson, Pratt, Sebastian, Slidell, Sumner, 
Toucey, and*’Weller—19. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. RUSK. I now move to amend the bill by 
striking out all of the first section after the word 
tt dollars.’ That section now reads: 


For transportation of the mails from New York to Liv- 
1; erpvol and back, $858,000; and that the Secretary of the 
‘| Navy is hereby directed, immediately after the 3lst day of 
December, 1854, to give the notice provided in the first 
i] seetion of the act entitled “An act to supply deficiencies 
|! in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
i! June, 1853,” approved the 2ist day of July, 1852, to term- 
‘| inate the arrangement for the additional allowance for the 
‘| transportation of the United States mail between New 
| York and Liverpool, in the Collins line of steamers, as 
|! therein provided. 


My motion is to strike out the whole of this 
section after the appropriation, commencing with 
| the words * and that the Secretary of the Navy.” 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I hope the 
amendment of the Senator from Texas will pre~- 
The first is that it is at 


|; 
j 


i 

t 
t4 
i 


we 


' the 31st day of December. Iam inclined to the 
opinion that it is a direct violation of yourown en» 
| gagement with these parties. That engagement, 
» according to the fair construction of the law is this: 
| «We will pay you this sum until the 31st of De- 


i 


i cember, 1854, and after that time we will continue 


i to pay È to yen umit we give you six months’ 


t 
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t we desire to stop the arrangement.” 
h é stipulation of the Jaw, as I read it. 
Twill not say that it is free from doubt, I will not 
say that another construction cannot be put upon 
it; but I say that I believe this is its natural and 
` Tegal construction... If it be so, you are violating 
ith of the country when you give the: notice 
e the 31st of December. Ona question of that. 
Kind T.think the Senate should pause.’ : 

‘The other ground on which Lam in favor. of 
the amendment is, that even if you have the right, 
without breach of faith, to give this notice, itis, 
Ethink, at least of questionable propriety. L mean 
for the yeas and nays on this question, at all 
; for I think hereafter gentlemen will re- 
f, by. their votes, they destroy this Collins 
because, in destroying it, you must throw 
entire postal communication between ‘this 
country. ‘and, Europe into the hands of Great Brit- 
ain. Itis vain for gentlemen to talk about free 
trade, and about opening the carrying of these 
mails to competition, when the British Govern- 
ment is paying $900,000 a year to the Cunard line. 
žt.is impossible that any fine of steamers, of equal 
power and capacity, can be got up against them 
while the British Government are in the arena, 
aod paying money to sustain them. - It cannot be 
expected. Then, as a matter of course, if you 
establish an inferior line, and give the carrying of 
your mails to that, they will carry no letters at all, 
because people will send their communications by 
the, fastest line, and, you will receive nothing. 
There has been an evident increase of the receipts 
from. postages on this line, a geet and pro- 
greasive increase, since its first establishment; „and 
if you lét'it alone during the term of the contract, 
the probability is that, before the contract expires, 
the receipts from postage will pay the expense‘of. 
your appropriation for this line. 

In addition to that, it certainly has reflected 
great credit on. the character of our country asa 
commercial people. We have a number of naval 
steamers, and there is no one of them which has 
gone to sea that has pot been obliged to put back 
and be placed in order directly. These vessels 
have been unexcelled by any that we have known 
for speed and for safety. Take the statement, 
either of an_ American ‘captain, of well-known 
reputation—Commander Lynch—or take the state- 
ment of a British captain of high reputation—their 
equals as sea-going steamers are not to be found 
in the world.’ I think their authority is tolerably 
strong. I think, at least without some strong evi- 
dence, we should not withdraw the compensation 
which we have allowed to this line, on the faith of 
which those valuable vessels were built, particu- 
larly when it will necessarily regult in putting an 
end to the line; for itis impossible to run it at the 
expenditure at which it is run, without the com- 
pensation which Congress allows, when the Brit- 
ish Government is paying more than that sum to 
an opposite line of steamers. 

_ Agreat deal more might be said on this subject, 
but-T will not detain the Senate. I hope the amend- 
ment will prevail, I have no feeling in reference 
to this, or any other of theselines, but feeling of 
national pride, and I confess I have that strongly. 
I think this line has reflected great credit and honor 
on the country. Gentlemen may destroy it here, 
but they will live afterwards to regret it: I shall 
ask for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

: Mr WELLER. I think the proviso in the act 
in reference to the Collins line of steamers was 
intendéd to read in this wise, and { will state it as 
I think it was intended to read, in order to show 
what I consider to be the true meaning of the act. 
By transposing a few words, it reads thus: *Pro- 
vided, That it shall be in the power of Congress, 
at any time after the 31st day of December, 1854, 
upon giving six months’ notice, to terminate the 
arrangement for the additional allawance herein 
provided for.” That, I think, is the true intent 
‘and meaning of this proviso of the-act of 1852, 
that the six months’ notice should commence from 
and after. the 31st day of December. It is true 
you have the power, if you choose, to legislate on 
the subjects but the six months will not commence 
until the 31st of December next, and on the Ist of 
December, when Congress meets, it will bein the 
power of Congress to abrogate that provision. We 
ghall, therefore, gain „nothing by giving notice 
now, if the construction which I have given to 
the law be the correct one, and I think no lawyer 
ean put any other construction upon it, 
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Mr. SEWARD. It is very. clear the termina- 
tion-of the arrangement and the giving of six 
months’ notice are all to be after the 31st of De- 
cember. : 

Mr: WELLER. The 3ist day of December 
is the day fixed on which you will determine 
whether to give six months’ notice. 

‘Mr. SEWARD. That day, or afterwards. 

Mr..WELLER. Yes, sir. ; 

Mr- RUSK. The proviso in the act of 1852 is: 
‘Provided, That it shall be in the power of Con- 
gress, at any time after the 31st day of Decem- 
ber, 1854, to terminate the arrangement herein 

rovided for, upon giving six months’ notice.” 
Now, I ask the attention of the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Apvams} to this matter, be- 
cause I know he is a good lawyer, and he has 
been a judge. ‘The proviso is ‘ that it shall be in 
the power of Congress, at any time after the 31st 
day of December, 1854.” It is in the power of 
Congress to do something after that day. Now, 
is it consistent with any legal or fair construction 
to say, that it is in the power of Congress to do it 
before that day arrives? Sir, it is as plain as the 
nose upon a man’s face; and if I felt no pride 
over this line, I should certainly feel a pride in the 
reputation of Congress on this subject, and I 
should not wish to go directly in the teeth of our 
own enactment. ‘The provision is expressly that 
it shall be in the power of Congress to give the 
notice after the 31st of December, 1854. Now, it 
is proposed that Congress shall exercise a power 
on the 3d day of August, 1854, which they have 
declared they will not exercise until December, 
1854. That is the whole matter. 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I have no 
doubt ‘that Congress can give the notice now. 
The language of the act read by the Senator from 
Texas is merely directory. The object was that 
the notice should not take effect before the 31st 
day of December, and that six months should be 
given for that before the service should be stopped. 

he language of the act is merely declaratory. 
What harm is done to the Collins ne by giving 
this notice now? The construction put upon the 
latter part of it by the Senator from California is 
undoubtedly correct. It will be six months from 
that time before the service will stop. The object 
was to secure them a certain length of time, and 
it is just as well secured by giving the notice now 
as it would be by giving it after the 31st day of 
December next. The language of the act is mere- 
ly directory. It is not obligatory upon Congress 
at all to wait until that time, and give the notice 
afterwards. It may do it at any time. 

Mr. CHASE. should vote very cheerfully 
to retain this section as it stands, if I were not 
persuaded that the construction placed by the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Coorer] upon the 
language of the law is not the true one. The con- 
tract between the Collins line and the Govern- 
ment, as it now stands, is evidently this: that they 
shall have an opportunity to run their boats, and 
exhibit the benefits of their line until the 31st of De- 
cember; but after that time, it shall bein the power 
of Congress, if they see fit, to terminate the con- 
tract upon giving them six months’ notice. Until 
that time, in my judgment, Congress ought not, 
in good faith, to act upon it, inasmuch as up to 
that time the line is to have the opportunity to 
display the benefits of the contract to the country, 
and thus bring to bear upon Congress all the rea- 
sons growing out of such exhibition in favor of 
the continuance of the contract. Before that time 
it would not be fair to give the notice. 

Mr. ADAMS. I shall not detain the Senate. 
Congress shall give notice. What is meant by 
that? That the individual members of Congress 
shall give the notice? . Or that Congress shall 
pass a resolution declaring that this contract shall 
cease? Or does the doctrine obtain that whatever 
Congress does by its authorized agent it does by 
itself? What is contemplated by this? That 
Congress shall give the notice in any other than 
the ordinary mode? Or does it not mean that it 
shall give the notice through its own selected 
channel? Of course that was what was contem- 


plated. Then this bill provides, that after the | 


time fixed in the contract, the Secretary shall give 
the notice. Congress does that act, and does it 
after the time authorized in the contract, to give 
the notice. It is contended, however, upon the 
other side, that Congress cannot pass the neces- 
sary resolution to give the notice until after the 


expiration of the time. Take the case of two 
indivi@@als. A and B make a contract... One of 
the parties reserves to himself the right to abrogate 
it by giving a certain notice. Is it necessary that. 
he should give it in person? Of course not. He 
ean authorize another to do it; and whatever he 
does by an agent. properly authorized, he does by 
himself. He makes up his mind, determines, 
and gives a letter of authority to his agent to give 
the notice, after the expiration of the time, but 
gives the letter prior to the time.” Would it be 
said, when the agent gives the notice, you have 
no authority to give it because your letter of 
authority is dated prior to the time at which the 
notice was to be served? May the party not 
anticipate and give the direction to his agent be- 
fore the time? And would not the giving of the 
notice by his agent be his own act? Now, if we 
provide, as is proposed to be done by this bill, to 
give the notice at the time authorized by the con- 
tract for it to be given, and the agent appointed by 
the Government does it by that time, is it not, to 
all legal intents and purposes, done by Congress 
within the terms of.the.contract? To my mind it 
is clear. There is no violation of the faith of the 
Government in it, There is no violation of any 
contract made with this party. If the Govern- 
ment should always be as faithful in its contracts 
as it will be in this, no Senator would have any 
good ground to blush at what Congress may do 
in any of its transactions, 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, it seems tome 
that there is a misunderstanding on the the part of 
Senators, or at least that we do not exactly under- 
stand each other. Itis clear to me that it would be 
a violation of faith to give this notice now. That 
does not touch the question whether the notice 
would not be valid. 1 do not deny that its validity, 
as between individuals, might be carried out; but 
you must look at this transaction as it occurred. 
The Congressof the United States have to decide 
for themselves whether these steamers would jus- 
tify the public expenditure of the additional sum 
allowed by the remuneration of the postages. If 
the argument on the other side were true, it would 
not be a breach of faith on the part of Congress, 
(when they passed the law, saying to these parties, 
we will give you so much additional until Decem- 
ber 31, 1854, and after that, unless on six months’ 
notice we determine it,) if they gave the notice 
before the 31st of December. Then, of course, 
they might have given the notice immediately 
after the day on which the law. was passed. Sir, 
the effect of passing the provision in this bil! will be, 
that Congress will not hold to their own determin- 
ation that they would give to these parties a pe- 
riod of time to show what would be the remuner- 
ation to the Government, before they, Congress, 
would determine upon the question of the notice, 
Thatis the want of faith. If you pass this now, 
it is imperative; the notice must be given; you 
now, five months before the time expires, when 
they might show you that the postages accumu- 
lating would be sufficient to meet the expenditure, 
authorize the notice to be given. Is not that a 
breach of faith? Unquestionably it is, in my judg- 
ment, a breach of faith unworthy of a great nation, 
whether the power exists or not.. 

Mr. RUSK. The honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Apams,] for whose intellectual acu- 
men I have a very high respect, involves himself 
in this matter. He asks me, if we are expected 
to goand give this‘notice ourselves? Nobody 
ever supposed that we were. He asks if the no- 
tice is given by a constituted agent of the Govern- 
ment, whether itis not sufficient? Nobody will 
dispute that either; but who is to give this notice? 
Can the Secretary of the Navy or any agent of 
the Government, of his own motion, give any 
notice? I apprehend the Senator will not pretend 
that he can. He must derive his authority from 
anactof Congress. It isa power reserved to Con- 
gress in the contract. It is a power which they 
reserve to themselves the right to exercise. They, 
therefore, are the parties, in reality, who give the 
notice. by whatever hands they may choose to 
serve it on the parties. When does their power 
to give that notice begin? The act of Congress 
says, ‘* Provided, That it shall bein the power of` 
Congress,” &c. When? Now? Then, sir, you 
change the language, and there is no court in 
Christendom which, between two individuals, 
would force such a construction upon any such 
language “ That it shall be in the power of Con- 
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gress, at any time after the 31st day of December, 
1854, to terminate the arrangement for the addi- 


tional allowance herein provided for’’—upon a` 
Congress has no power to touch the |! 
arrangement until after the last day of December, || 
1854; and then the condition is upon giving six |. 


condition. 


months’ notice afterwards. Ifghere is any mean- 
ing in the English language, or if I have the slight- 
est čapicity to understand it, it is as clear as the 
noonday sun, that such is the reading of the law, 
and neither the Senator from Mississippi, nor the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, silting in a court of 
justice, in a case between individuals, would place 
any other construction upon it. 

Mr. GEYER. I shall probably vote with the 
Senator from Texas [Mr. Rusx]} for striking out 
this clause; but 1 shall not do it, because I think 


the act, as it now stands, requires the notice to be | 


given after the 31st of December. I cannot con- 


cur with him in his interpretation of the act of |} 


April, 1852. I do not intend to occupy much 
time; but I will refer, to show the rule of inter- 


retation, to an act of Congress passed in 1807. į 


he ninth section of the first article of the Con- 
stitution provides: 

“ The migration or importation of such persons as any 
of the States now existing shail think proper to admit, shall 
not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year 1808.”? 

On the 2d of March, 1807, Congress passed an 
act, the first section of which provides: 


“That from and after the ist day of January, 1808, it shall 
not be lawful to import or bring into the United States, or 
the Territories hereof, from any foreign place or country, 
any negro, mulatto, or person of color, with intent to hold, 
sell, or dispose of said negro, &c., as a slave, to be held 
to service or labor.” 


That is a practical interpretation of words of 
the same import as are used in the law to which 
reference is now made. The words of the Con- 


stitution are, ‘ that the migration or importation,” | 


&c., “shall not be prohibited by the Congress 


prior to the year 1808.’’ According to the inter- | 
pretation sought to be put upon the act of 1852, if | 


the same words are to have the same interpreta- 
tion in the act passed in 1807, Congress could 
not have passed the act which they did pass on 
the 2d of March, 1807. I suppose that the act 
of 1852 was designed to give to the proprietors of 


the Collins line six months’ notice after the 31st | 


day of December, 1854, and that Congress might, 

atany time, prescribe prospectively for putting an : 
end to that contract, but they were required to give | 
the notice, and no matter at what time it was | 


given, the line was to have six months after the || 


31st day of December, 1854. That is the inter- 
pretation I give to it. 

Mr. SEWARD, It seems to me that if Sena- 
tors will take up this proviso and read it, its mean- 


ing willbe manifestin fixingthetime. ‘ Provided 


that it shall be in the power’’—something shall | 


be in the power of Congress. It shall be in the 
power of Congress to do what they can do ata 
certain time; and what time is that? Atany time 
after the 31st day of December, 1854. Congress 
has power to do this thing at any time after the 
31st day of December, 1854. 

Mr. WELLER. With six months’ notice. 


Mr. SEWARD. Certainly; the discontinuance | 


of the arrangement for the additional allowance 
was provided for upon giving six months’ notice 
after the 3ist day of December, 1854. . 
Mr. DAWSON. Has not Congress the right, 
under the law, to terminate the contract by a no- 
tice on the 31st day of December? Is not that one 
of the days upon which they can give the notice? 
You admitthat. How can Congress, sir, by legis- 
lation, give the notice which she has to give pre- 
cisely on that day? Suppose Congress had said 
that the President of the United States, in the 
same language, shall have the power to give the 
notice, could he not have given it on the 3lst of 
December? No gentleman will deny that. Con- 
gress, then, can only act by a declaration made by 
both branches; and when she makes that declara- 
tion, (it is immaterial when it is made,) it is legal. 
It is contended that we could not pass a bill to 
give the notice until after the 3lst day of Decem- 
er. 
ercise the right, under this construction, to give 
the notice on the 3Ist day of December, if they 
could not pass the law on that day. Suppose, Mr. 
President, that this contract ought to be terminated 
on the 4th day of July, 1855, would it be contended 
that Congress had not the right of passing a law to 


give that noticeon the 4th day of July, 1855, when ! 


If that be true, Congress, then, cannot ex- | 


;: we know that, under the Constitution, we must 
adjourn on the 4th of March? Why, sir, itseems 
to me very clear that Congress is not violating the 


She is merely making arrangements to place her- 
: Self in a position to exercise all the rights which 
i belong to her under the contract. 

| Mr.BENJAMIN. Isuppose, as every lawyer 
i, in the Senate is giving his opinion upon this sub- 
i ject, I may be allowed to say one or two words 
j; upon it. {concur thoroughly in the construction 
| given by the Senators from Delaware and Ohio. 
‘| | think they have touched the precise point before 
i the Senate. No doubt this act would be legally 
binding if passed now. Take the case which the 
Senator from Texas proposes, of a contract be- 
tween two individuals. 
| a farmer to cultivate my farm, and agree that the 
| contract shall last until the 31st of December, 
1854, after which, | may put anend to it by giving 
! six monthe’notice. Unquestionably I can instruct 
my agent a year in advance, that when that day 


j 


l 
l 
i 
i 
i 
j 


| it could instruct itsagent in advance when the time 
comes to give the notice. The notice, therefore, 


j 
t 
i 
| 
| 
| notice. 
| 
| 
i as required by this act, would undoubtedly be a 


| legal and valid one; butthen therelies behind that 
| the question suggested by the Senators from Del- 
|| aware and Ohio. Wouid it be good faith towards 
| these contractors to exercise the power now? Is 
| that what was anticipated atthe time between the 
| contracting parties? Congress reserved the power 

to give this notice at any time after the 3lst of 


at the time between Congress and these mail car- 
riers, that the lapse of time up to December 31, 
1854, was to be given to them in order that they 
might have an opportunity of satisfying Congress 
as to the advantage of making such a contract? 
Or in other words, did not Congress imply the 
agreement with them, that it would not exercise 
that discretion, or make upits mind on the subject 
until the 31st of December, 1854, arrived? 
is the point. I think that Congress ought fairly 
to observe all contracts of this kind. The con- 
tractors have no court of justice to appeal to. We 
ought to carry out our contracts with the utmost 
equity, fairness, and good faith, 

Now, although we may have the legal power 
to give a valid notice in the way we are now pro- || 
viding, although it may be perfectly competent || 
for us’ legally now to direct our agent when the 
time shall come at which we shall be at liberty 
to give the notice—to give it, | say, there still 
remains the question, whether we shall be act- 
ing in good faith in doing so, and not giving the 
contractors a full opportunity of ‘satisfying us 
as to what a proper discretton on the subject 
will Jead to. It is on that ground, I think, we 
ought not to pass this. I believe the Senators 
from Delaware and Ohio placed the matter in its 
true legal aspect, and at the same time pointed 
out the equitable rights of the contractors. 

On a call for the yeas and nays, no quorum 
voted. 

Mr. CHASE. 
recess until eight o'clock. 
time since dawned. 

Mr. HUNTER. t hope not. I understand 
the House will soon send over the naval appro- 
priation bill. Let us wait for the message. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There is a quorum about 
the Chamber. The Sergeant-at-Arms can bring 
Senators in. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I appeal to the sense 
of justice of the Senate to take up and pass [louse 
bill No. 1, to graduate and reduce the price of 
public lands to actual settlers and cultivators. 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘That cannot be done until 
| this bill is disposed of. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
consent. 

Several Senators came in and recorded their 
votes, and the result was announced—yeas 17, 
nays 15; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, 


| 
| 


I move that the Senate take a 
[Morning had some 


It can by unanimous 


Seward, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and 
Weller—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Brown, Cooper, 
Dawson, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Titzpatrick, Hunter, 
Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Prati, Slidell, 
and Sumner—I5. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


contract by authorizing the giving of this notice. | 


Suppose | contract with || 


comes he shall give to the farmer the six months’ |; 
That is what Congress meant here+—that || 


| December, 1854; but was it not the understanding |} 


That || 


| the bill. 


Chase, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Houston, James, Rusk, | 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [| move again to strike out 
the third section; and on that I ask for the yeas 
and nays. ` 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. | i 

The amendment was rejected—ayes eight; noes 
not counted. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
and was read a third time, and passed. 

HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS. 

Mr. BROWN. Task the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to take up a House bill for the relief 
of J. C. Buckles, of Louisville, Kentucky. Ft can 
i be passed in three minutes. 

i Mr. BAYARD. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. The Committee on the Judiciary yesterday 
| reported on a question of privilege affecting theright 
of a member of this body, [the Hon. Janey W. 
Witiiams] to retain his seat on this floor, That 
| report is now printed, and in the hands of Sena- 
| tors. It is our duty to determine it at this session. 
i [think that is the first business in order. 

i The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur.) 
| [tis a question of privilege. ; 

| Mr. BAYARD. 1l move that the report be 
taken up. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move that the Senate con- 
cur in that report. It concludes with a resolu- 
lion. 


Mr. BUTLER. 


It does not conclude with a 
‘resolution. It is in response to a resolution of 
the Senate. It had better be read. It is partien- 
larly guarded. The resolution was referred to 
the committee, and the report is in response to 
that. 

Mr. BAYARD. The report concludes as fol- 
lows: 

In response to the resolution of the Senate, the commit- 


tee are of opinion that “ the right of representation, under 
the appointment,” has expired. 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on concurring in the report. 
The motion was agreed to. 
J. C. BUCKLES. 

| Mr. BROWN. I now ask the Senate to take 
| up the bill for the relief of J. C. Buckles, of Lou- 
, isville, Kentucky. s 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


in Committee of the Whole, preceeded to consider 
w 


It proposes to direct the Postmaster General to 
pay to J. C. Buckles, out of any money appro- 
' priated for the transportation of the mails, $3,006. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
| third time, and passed. 
| SENATE DEBATES. 
| Mr. BROWN. l havea resolution to which I 
| suppose there will be no objection: ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay from 
the contingent fund of the Senate, to the proprietors of the 
Union, National Intelligencer, and Sentinel, for publish- 
ing the debates and proceedings of the Senate for the jast 
and present Congress, up to the close of the present ses- 
sion, at the rate of $4 50 per colunin: Provided, That 
neither of the said journals which may have already been 
paid for any portion of the above service shall be again 
paid for the same. 


Mr. ADAMS. That goes to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I object to it. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ñ goes over. 

Mr. BROWN. How long? 

: The PRESIDING OFFICER. One day. 

' Mr. BROWN. I have offered it, and | want 
it to come up between now and twelve o’clock to- 
morrow. 

i NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

| A message was received from the House of 
| Representatives, by Mr. Forner, their Clerk, 
: announcing that they had agreed to some and dis- 
i agreed to other amendments of the Senate to the 
| bill making appropriations for the naval service 
| for the*year ending the 30th of June, 1855, and 
| hadagreed to the eighth amendment of the Senate 
with an amendment. 

Also, that they insisted on their disagreement 
| to the amendments of the Senate, and on their 
amendment to the eighth amendment of the Sen- 
iate, and asked a conference on the disagreeing 
‘votes of the two Houses, and that they had ap- 
| pointed Mr. Puerrs, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Bo- 
| cocg, managers of the same on their part. 


i 
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On; motion by:Mr. Hounrer, it was- ordered 
that the Senate insist on their amendments, and 
agree to; the conference asked by the House of 

- Representatives. on the disagreeing votes of the 
two.'Houses thereon, and that the committee of 
conference oñ ithe part of the Senate be appointed 
by the Presipenr pro tempore; and Mr. Norris, 
Mr. Mairory, and Mr. Suipeii, were appointed. 


ee ‘GRADUATION BILL, 
Mr. FITZPATRICK.: We have provided for 


almost. every class of individuals, as. well as cor- 


pdorations. Now let us provide for another and a 


different:class of citizens, who are eminently enti- 
tled to the consideration of thisbody. -A bill has 
been sent to us from the House, granting preémp- 
tion rights to actual settlers upon public lands. It 
is:called a bill to graduate and reduce the price of 
the public lands to actual settlers and cultivators. 
I move that it be taken up for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill. 

- It proposes to direct that all of the public lands 
of the United States which shall have been in 
market for ten years or upwards, prior tothe time 
of application to enter them, under the provisions 
of the bill, and still remaining unsold, shall be 
subject to sale atthe price of one dollar per acre; 
all that shall have been in market for fifteen years 
or upwards, and still remaining unsold, shall be 
subject to sale at seventy-five cents per acre; all 
that shall have been in market for twenty years 
or upwards, and still remaining unsold, shall be 
subject to sale at fifty cents peracre; all that shall 
have been in market for twenty-five years and up- 
wards, and stil] remaining unsold, shall be subject 
to sale at twenty-five cents per acre; and all that 
shall have been in market for thirty years or 
more, shall be subject to sale at twelve and a half 
cents per acre: but the provision is not to be so 
construed as to extend to lands reserved to the 
United States, in acts: granting lands to States for 
railroad or other internal improvements, or to 


mineral lands held at over one dollar and twenty- |; 


five cents per acre, f 

Upon every reduction in price, the occupant and 
settler upon the lands is to have the right of pre- 
emption at such graduated price, upon the same 
terms, conditions, restrictions, and limitations, 
upon which the public lands are now subject to 
the rjght of preémption until within thirty days 
preceding the next graduation or reduction that 
shall take place; and if not so purchased, shall 
again be subject to the right of preémption for 
eleven months, as before, and so on, from time to 
time, as reductions take place; but it is not to be 
so construed as to interfere with any right which 
has or may accrue by virtue of any act granting 
preémption to actual settlers upon public lands. 

Any persons applying to enterany of the lands are 
to be required to make affidavit, before the register 
or receiver of the proper land office, that they 
enter them for their own use, and for the purpose 
of actual settlement and cultivation, or for the 
use of an adjoining farm or plantation owned or 
occupied by them, and, together with that entry, 
they have not acquired from the United States, 
under the provisions of the bill, more than three 


hundred and twenty acres, according to the estab- | 


lished surveys; und if any persons taking such 
oath or affidavit shall swear falsely in the premises, 
‘they are to bë subject to all the pains and penalties 
of perjury. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. This is a very important 
bill; and Ebeg to suggest te my friend from Ala- 


bama the propriety of not acting upon it until the |} 


ext session, after we shall see what the House of 


epresentatives does with the land bill which we į 


Mentte them, lam in favor of graduating and 
reducing the price of the public lands. 1 shall go 
for this bill when I can ascertain that the House 


of Representatives either refuse to act upon the |: 
bill which we bave sent them, or reject it. Wej 


ought to retain the power in our hands. If the 


House pass the other bill, it would be quite unne- | 
cessary to pass this, because it contains the same | 
It isa more | 


thing as is contained io that. bill. 
comprehensive bill than this; and. certainly while 


that is pending before the House’ of Representa- $ 


tives, we should not act upon this. We can lose 
nothing by pursuing the. course which I suggest. 
Wemay gain by it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Iwill say to my friend 


| citizens. 


| stage of the session. 


i trues but it is contrary to what the Chair believes 
ito be the rule. 


j 
| 
| 
i 


from Pennsylvania; that the bill to which herefers 
is more comprehensive than this; and makes ap- 
propriations of all the public lands. I will say, 
in addition, that there is a necessity for the pas- 
sage of this bill to protect a meritorious class of 
it. does not interfere with the bill which 
is-before the House. It will not impede its pro- 
gress, or affect it in the least. It provides for a 
class of citizens who now require protection at 
the hands of the Government—a class settling 
upon the public lands, and who, unless it is passed, 
will remain unprotected until the next session of 
Congress. 1 trust my friend from Pennsylvania 
will not interpose objection to it. The bill which 
is before the House Trust will become a law. It 
not only makes a disposition of a portion of the 

ublic lands, but it disposes of the whole of them. 
This is partial, I admit, and is required to be par- 
tial, because itis confined to actual settlers. They 
are not able to help themselves, and they appeal 
to Congress to shield and protect them. If I be- 
lieved that this bill would defeat the other, I should 
by no means urge it; but it will not do that. 

Mr: CHASE. I desire to offer an amendment 
to the bill. ii 

Several Senators. Oh, no. 

Mr. CHASE. The amendment which I pro- 
pose to offer, and which I have sent to the Secre- 
tary’s desk, is the homestead bill. The House 
has signalized its action this session by passing 
two great measures in respect to the disposition of 


the public lands. One is the homestead bill; the |! 


other is the graduation bill, The homestead bill 
affords. to every industrious settler an opportunity 
to acquire a home upon any part of the public 
lands without exception, This bill undoubtedly 
has some merit, but it is a merit ofan inferior de- 
gree to the homestead bill; for the homestead bill 
enables the industrious settler to acquire a home 
anywhere upon any part of the public lands, ex- 
cept, of course, the reserved portions. This bill 
proposes to confine them to refuse lands, lands 
which have been in the market for many, many 
years. Now,sir, I have already said that Edo not 
wish to detain the Senate a moment, at this late 
There are provisions in that 
bill which are objectionable to me; there are pro- 
visions which are objectionable to other Senators; 
but it is the bill which the House has agreed upon; 
and I prefer to take that, and to take both meas- 
ures together. I hope the Senate will agree to the 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brieur in 
the chair.) The Chair is under the impression 
that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. CHASE. For what reason? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. For the reason 
that it is contrary to all parliamentary law and 
usage to put one bill as an amendment upon an- 
other. An amendment may be moved to strike 
out and insert, but not in this form. 

Mr. CHASE. I certainly takean appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. {f should not do so if 
the Senate, at this very session, and at this very 
sitting, had not determined that question the other 


way. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is very 


Mr. CHASE. But the Senate determined it. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, Shall the de- | 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the | 
Senate? 


Mr. SEWARD. 
on that question. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the whole subject 
lie upon the table; for at this time, T appeal to my 
friends to know whether it is fair to have legisla- 
tion of this magnitude, when, by implication, no 
such measures ought to be taken up. When my 
friend from Alabama made his motion, I knew it 
would lead to these other amendments. 

Mr. CHASE. I rise to a question of order. 
An appeal is pending, and while that is the case, | 
E suppose no motion that the subject lie on the 
table can be made. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 
takes precedence of any other. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered, and taken as fol- į 
lows: | 

YEAS —-Messrs. Bayard, Bright, Brodhead, Butler 
Dawson, and Foot—6. ‘ 

NAYS Messrs, dams, Atghisow, Benjamin, Brown, : 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


in 
won 


Chase, Clay, Cooper, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, 
Geyer, Gwin, Houston, Joimson, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mallory, Morton, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, 
Stuart, Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—27. 

So the motion that the subject lie upon the 
table was not agreed to. 

‘Mr. COOPER. I move that the Senate take 
a recess until nine’o’clock. 

Mr, CHASE. Is that in order, while this 
question is pending? - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No motion is 
in order except to adjourn, until the appeal is dis- 
posed of. The question ison the appeal. 

Mr. BROWN. {[ move that when the Senate 
adjourn, it be to meet at ten o’clock. 

Mr. PETTIT.. We want an Executive ses- 
sion. Nominations are to be received and acted 
upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
cannot be entertained while the other question is 
pending. 

Mr. DAWSON. 1 move that the Senate take 
a recess until ten o’clock, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not in 
order. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ until ten o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not in 
order. The hour-of meeting is already fixed by 
a resolution. 

Mr.DAWSON. Then I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Alabama moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration ‘of the graduation bill. The 
order was made. The Senator from Ohio moved, 
as an amendment to that, the homestead bill. 
The Chair decided it not to be in order as an in- 
| dependent proposition, and contrary to the rules 
of the Senate. From that decision the Senator 
from Ohio appealed. If offered as a substitute, it 
would be in order, but not as an independent 
proposition. 

Mr. CHASE. The Chair, I understand, de- 
cides that it js contrary to the rules of the Senate. 
I want to know if there isa rule of that sort? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CHASE. I ask for the reading of it, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair de- 
cides that it is contrary to parliamentary law and 
usage to offer one billasan amendment te another. 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to say a word on that 
question. The subject pending before the Senate 
is the disposition of the public lands.- A bill has 
been taken up providing for the disposition of the 
public lands to actual settlers for a limited price. 
I move to amend that bill by adding certain sec- 
tions, providing for the granting of those lands 
without price. Itis a part of the system of dis- 
position. Now, sir, in the House of Representa- 
tives, and here, there is nothing more common, 
and there has been nothing more common from the 
commencement of my service in this body up to 
this time, than to amend a bill precisely in that 
form; and if the Senate now determine this to be 
out of order, it will reverse its whole practice. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Weasrter, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had this day approved 
and signed an act to constitute Pilatka and Bay- 
port, in the State of Florida, ports of delivery 
respectively, and Keokuk and Dubuque, in the 
State of lawa. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed the bill from 
the Senate, to change the name of the American- 
built brig Glamorgan to that of Wizard. 

Also, that they had. passed a joint resolution 
making appropriation for the payment of those 
i entitled to the benefits of the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the United States, 
passed August 3, 1854, voting extra compensation 
to pages, folders, and others, in which they re- 
quested the concurrence of the Senate. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The message also announced that the House 
had agreed to some, and disazreed to other amend- 
| ments of the Senate to the bill making appropria- 
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their part. 
The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 


ments, amended and disagreed to by the House of | 
Representatives to the bill; and, on motion by Mr. | 


Honrer, it was ordered that the Senate insist on 
their amendments, amended and disagreed to by 
the House, and agree to the conference asked by 
the House, and that the committee of conference 
on the part of the Senate be appointed by the 
PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
LER, and Mr, SEBASTIAN, were appointed. 
£ GRADUATION BILL. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


Mr, Brient, Mr. WEL- | 


resumed the consideration of the graduation bill. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, whether the decision of the Chair in segard to 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Ohio, 
shall stand as ‘the judgment of the Senate. 

Mr. CHASE. On that I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to inquire whether 
the House of Representatives did not send the 


homestead bill here, and whether that was not | 


amended by adding sections to it embracing the 
graduation principle? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
while to try to pass this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is not debatable. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. “I will speak until 
twelve o’clock, if this thing is forced upon us at 
this time. 

The yeas and nays were taken, with the follow- 
ing result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Brown, Clay, Coop- 
er, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, Huuter, 
Johnson, Matlory, Morton, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, 
and Weller—19, 

NAYS-—-Messrs. Chase, Dodge of Iowa, Foot, Gillette, 
Jones of Tennessee, Seward, Sumner, Wade, and Walker 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is nota 
quorum voting. 

Attempts were made to obtain a quorum by 
bringing in absent Senators. 

Mr. ATCHISON. The habit which the Sen- 
ate has of bringing in Senators after the roll is 
called, is against the rules of the Senate. No one 
is entitled to vote, unless he 
Chamber when the roll is called. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 


I recollect a case distinctly | 


It is not worth j 


is in the Senate | 


in which we sent out and coerced members to | 


come in by an order of the Senate. 

Mr. ATCHISON. You can do that; but they 
cannot-vote after you bring them in. y 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not understand kow 
that rule is. 
ceive such votese 

Mr, ATCHISON. 
not the rule. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let us see the rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Nothing is 
more common than for the Senate, when no quo- 
rum is present, to compel absentees to attend. 

_ Mr. DAWSON. Imove that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
only motion which the Chair can entertain. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I move to amend, by 
adding : “< to mectat nine o’clock.”? The House 
has adjourned to meet at. that hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That canonly 
be done by unanimous consent. < 

Several Senators. Agreed; 
o’clock. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will so modify it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
that the Senate take a recess until eight o’clock. 

Mr. STUART. That cannot be done without 
a quorum. T object to it. 

Mr. BROWN. I want to make this sugges- 
tion. Unless we adjourn, it is one continuons day, 
and the 4th of August on which we have agreed 
to adjourn sine die nevercomes. Now, when will 
the Secretary commence to make up his Journal 
for the 4th of August, unless we adjourn? We 
must adjourn. 

Mr. STUART. I will be bound that the Sec- 
retary will make up the Journalright. I haveno 


I know it is; but still it is 


but say eight 


It is the every-day practice to re- | 


f 
{ 
i 


| ive commanders, to assist the regimental quarter- | 
| master and commissary of subsistence, Richard | 


| for the same, David C. Cash signing as ‘acting 


| Signing receipts in this form, they considered them- 


fear abont that. No motion is now in order, 
there being no quorum here, except to adjourn. 

_ Mr. DAWSON. 1 move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

Mr. HUNTER. When do we meet? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania moves to adjourn until eight ; 
o’clock. 

Mr. STUART. I object to that. I 

The motion was agreed to, : 

The Senate accordingly, at half past five o’clock, 
a. m., Friday, adjourned to meet at eight o’clock, 
a.m. 


IN SENATE. | 
Fripay, August 4, 1854. | 


The Senate met at eight o’clock, a. m., pursu- | 
ant to adjournment from five, a. m. 


THOMAS JORDAN. 


On motion by Mr. WELLER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the 
consideration of House bill “ authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to setle the accounts of | 
Thomas Jordan, assistant quartermaster in the ; 
United States Army.” 

lt proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to audit and settle, upon the principles 
of equity and justice, the accounts of Thomas | 
Jordan, assistant quartermaster in the United | 
States Army, arising out of his disbursements as | 
disbursing officer of the quartermaster’s depart- | 
ment at the city of Vera Cruz, Mexico, from Au- ` 
gust 10, 1847, to August 1, 1848. 

Mr. WELLER. [think thisis one of the most : 
remarkable cases I ever knew, This gentleman | 
was a disbursing officer in the Mexican war, and | 
disbursed money to the amount of $4,300,000. . 
He was stricken down by the yellow fever, and | 
a little fraud was practiced on him by his clerk, | 
having paid a draft that was presented, amount- | 
ing, perhaps, to some $2,000. This is to author- | 
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ize the settlementof that amount. I donot know ! 
the man; but 1 think it a very remarkable case. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a jj 
third time, and passed. 


CASH AND ELLIS. | 
Mr. MORTON. Iask the Senate to proceed | 
to the consideration of House bili “ for the relief | 
of David C. Cash and Giles U. Ellis,” two sol- j 
diers. The amount is inconsiderable. The bill |! 
has passed the House, and has been referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs of this body, and ;| 
unanimously reported back. I hope it will now |. 
be passed. ; 
‘I'he motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
the bill. | 
lt proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- ` 
ury to pay to David ©. Cash, late lieutenant, and 
Giles U. Ellis, private, in the Seminole war in | 
Florida, whatever may be due them on the mus- | 
ter-rolls for military services in that war. | 
Cash and Ellis served in the war with the Sem- || 
inoles in Florida, the former as a Jieutenant, and | 
the latter as a private. They were deputed, with | 
the concurrence and approbation of their respect- 


it 
i 


R. Crum, in the receipt and disbursement of sup- | 
plies; the former at Fort Crane, and the latter at ` 
Fort Gilliland. They received supplies from time || 
to time from the acting quartermaster of the Army (| 
and the acting commissary of subsistence, and || 
placed the same in the public storehouses of their 
respective stations, signing receipts and vouchers 


assistant commissary,” and Giles U. Ellisas ‘‘as- į 
sistant quartermaster at Fort Gilliland.’’ Although 


selves as acting merely in the capacity of agents of | 
Crum, and responsible to him alone. ! 

They well and truly discharged their duties as ; 
agents of Crum, receiving the supplies, and dis- i 
barsing them, upon regular requisitions, to the 
troops In service, and (in pursuance of law) to the . 
suffering inhabitants; and, at the expiration of the || 
performance of their duty, they accounted to R. | 
R. Cram, the regimental quartermaster, delivering | 
to him ail the receipts, invoices, requisitions, and |! 
other vouchers covering their issues, and which | 
vouchers were made out in his name. They had i 


il time, and passed. 


quartermaster, and to whom they had fully ac- 
counted. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 


COASTING TRADE. 

Mr. TOOMBS submittefthe following resolu- 
tion ; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
into the existing Jaws concerning navigation and the coast- 
ing trade, and report at the next session, by bill or otherwise, 
whether any, and if any what, changes in them may be 
necessary to cheapen the transportation of commodities, 
and to promote the general interest of the country. 


IRA CALL. 

Mr. CHASE. I ask the Senate to takeup the 
bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of Ira Call, of Huron county, Ohio. Heis 
a very old man, and this is to give him a small 
pension, 

The motion wag ogreed to, and the Senate, asin 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill, It proposes to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to place Ira Call’s name on the list of 
invalid pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, from the Ist of March, 1854. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, was read 
a third time, and passed. 


F. A. WHITNEY. 


Mr. PETTIT. The Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom the subject was referred, 
have directed me to make a report, accompanied 
by a bill, authorizing the title of the United States 
to lot No. 20, in square 116, Washington city, to 
be conveyed to Foliet A. Whitney. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hope that bill will 
be now put upon its passage. It is to granta title 
to a lot to one of the pages of the Senate, for which 
he has already paid the sum of seventy-five or one 
hundred dollars. i 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
first and second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, 

It proposes to direct the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings to convey to Louis F. Whitney, in 
trust for his son Foliet A. Whitney, a minor, the 
title of the United States to lot 20, in square 116, 
in the city of Washington, upon his paying there- 
for twenty-five dollars. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


GARDINER’S MILITARY DICTIONARY. 


Mr. BRODEIEAD. I submitted a resolution 
yesterday, proposing to purchase some copies of 
Gardiner’s Dictionary of the Army. I ask the 
Senate, if there be no objection now, to proceed 
to the consideration of that resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS. I object. 


JOHN RICE JONES, 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. There is on the table 
a House bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


‘tives of John Rice Jones, deceased, which has 


heretofore passed this body five or six different - 
times, but has never become a law. I ask the 
Senate now to proceed to its consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Coms, 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. 

It is to authorize the legal representatives of 
John Rice Jones, deceased, ta locate, in legal di~ 
visions and subdivisions, not less than one hun- 


‘dred and sixty acres, an area of three thousand 


four hundred and eighty-five acres, on any of the 
public lands which shall have been offered at pubs 
lie sale, and may be subject to private entry; 
which location shall be in full satisfaction of the 
claims of Jones, which are entered as numbers 
1285 and 1286, in the report dated January 4, 
1818, of the Kaskaskia commissioners; and, ou a 


r 


THE 


pioper return being made to the General Land 
Office; from thë district land office, of a location 
in Conformity to the act, a patent shall issue; but 
no location shall be made upon mineral land or 
lands reserved for thé use of ‘schools, or for mili- 
tary purposes, : 

The bill waa ‘reported. to the Senate without 
arehdrhént; ordered’ to a third reading, read a 
third time; and passed. : > 

. ‘LAND GRADUATION BILL. 

“My. DODGE, of Towa. I understand that the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Cuase] has withdrawn 
his objection to. the House bill “to reduce and 
graduate the. pricé of the public lands to actual 
seitlers and cultivators,” and that there is notnow 
any Senator who will object to that bill. Ishould 
not.ask for its. consid@ration at this time if there 
was: But, sir, it.is a question upon which we 
have passed and repassed, and there is Scarcely a 
man, even the most hostile to the new States, and 
the:most desirous of perpetuating the system of 
tyratiny and oppression which has éxisted in your 
public lind system, who is opposed to this grad- 
uation bill. Everything else which has beenasked 

for the West has been defeated, and the last I ask 
for them now is, that the Senate shall take up this 
bill and pass it. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the House bill « to reduce and grad- 
uate the price of the public lands to actual settlers 
and cultivators.” 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Ohio withdraw the appeal which he took yester- 
day from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. WELLER. I withdraw it for him. 

Mr. STUART. It is the understanding that 
he withdraws his amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Ohio withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. CHASE. Under the existing circum- 
stances which surround us, I do. 

No. amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate without amendment, or- 
dered to a third reading, read a third time, and 
passed. 

NORTH AMERICAN FISHERIES. 

Mr. TOOMBS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be, 
and he is requested, to procure and submit to both Houses 
of Congress, a commeret and statistical report of the sea 
fisheries of New England and the British North American 
Provinces, and Useir influence and bearing’ on the foreign 
trade and home business of the United States, together 
with’ topographical. deseription of the fishing. grounds of 
the said: British Provinces, especially of those: now fre- 
querted by fishermen of the United States, and others to 
which they may resort hereafter, with other information, 
az well scientific as practical, that may be useful in the 
prosecution of the fisheries, and which will tend to advance 
that important branch of business in any department. 


UNSURVEYED LANDS IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I appeal to the Senate 
now to take up House bill “to extend the right 
of preémiption over unsurveyed lands in Minne- 
sota, and for other purposes.” 
has been long in my hands. [ reported it back 
from the Committee on Public Lands some time 
ago, and the Delegate from that Territory feels a 
deep interest in it. I hope the Senate will take 
up the bul. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, considered the bill. 
It provides that the provisions of the pretmption 
act of September 4, 1841, and the acts amendatory 
thereof, shall be extended to the lands in Minne- 

: gota Territory, whether surveyed or not; but in 


è all cases where preémption is claimed on unsur- j| 
veyed land, the settler shall file his declaratory || 


statement within three months after the survey 
shall: have been made and returned, and make 
proofand payment before the day appointed by 
the President’s. proclamation for the commence- 
ment of the sale of the lands. 

Mr. PRATT. Ido not know whether it is 
very proper at this hour of the morning to passa 
bill which seems to make some disposition of all 
the lands within the limits of Minnesota. Í do 
not know exactly what it does with them. - 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I willsuggest to my friend 
from. Maryland that [have run my eye over the 
bill, and it merely provides for a preémption right. 
Mr PRATT. Lam satisfed.. 


It is one which | 


: Thè bill ‘was ‘reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed ~ 

JACOB BAKER. 


On motion by Mr. CHASE, the. Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the House bill for the relief of Jacob 
Baker, of Sandusky City, Ohio. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of the In- 
terior to place his name on the pension roll, and 
pay him eight dollars a month during his. natural 
life, payment to commence from June 27, 1854. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


PAY OF THE RANK AND FILE OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. PETTIT. I ask the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of House bill for the reliéf of 
Thomas C. Green. 

Mr. JOHNSON. [hope the Senator will allow 
us to take up the Calendar in regular order. 

Mr. PETTIT. I wish to dispose of some 
House bills which have been reported on favora- 
bly by the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. JOHNSON. How many? 

Mr. PETTIT. Three or four. 

Mr. PRATT. Let each member get up one 
bill at a time. 

Mr. PETTIT. Very well; but let this be 
passed first. 

Mr. WELLER. I have an appeal to make. to 
my friend from Indiana.. The House of Repre- 
sentatives passed a bill to increase the pay of the 
rank.and file of the Army, and tò encourage en- 
listment. It will be recollected that we passed a 
bill to increase the pay of the officers, as well as 
the rank and file. ‘The House of Representatives 
refused to pass that bill, but sent us this, which 
increases the pay of the rank and file. The Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs have not reported this 
bill heretofore, with the hope that they might be 
able to obtain their own bill by an amendment on 
the Army appropriation bill. Now, at the last 
hour, when we have failed in that, I ask to report 
this bill back, and put it on its passage. 

Mr. PETTIT. If it create no debate, I will 
yield to this bill. 

Mr. ‘WELLER. 
to debate. 

Mr. PETTIT. Then l withdraw 

Mr. WELLER. 


It will not, of course, lead 


my motion. 
I am instructed by the Com- 


i| mittee on Military Affairs to report back, with- 


out amendment, House bill ‘ to increase the pay 
of the rank and file of the Army, and to encour- 
age enlistments,” and to ask that it may now be 
considered. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

It proposes to increase the pay of the non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates of the 
Army at the rate of four dollars per month, to 
continue for the terms of three years from the lst 
of January next, and until otherwise fixed by 
law. Every soldier, who, having been honorably 
discharged from the service of the United States, 
shall, within one month thereafter, reénlist, is to 
be entitled to two dollars per month in addition to 
the ordinary pay of his grade, for the first period 
of five years after the expiration of his previous 
enlistment, and a further sum. of one dollar per 
month for each successive period of five years, so 


| long as he shall remain continually in the Army; 


and soldiers now in the Army, who have served 
one or more enlistment, and been: honorably dis- 
charged, are to be entitled to the benefits herein 
provided for a second enlistment. 

Soldiers who served in the war with Mexico, 
and received a certificate of merit for distinguished 
services, as well those now in the Army as those 
that may hereafter enlist, are to receive the two 
dollars per month to which that certificate would 
have entitled them, if they had remained continu- 
ously in the service. 

Non-commissioned officers who, under the au- 
thority of the seventeenth. section of the act of| 
March 3, 1847, were recommended for promotion 
by brevet to the lowest grade of commissioned 
officer, but did not receive the. benefit of that pro- 
vision, are to be entitled to the additional pay | 
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authorized to be given to such privates as received j 
certificates of merit. 


August 4; 


Provision is also made for the promotion of non- 
commissioned officers. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 
THOMAS C. GREEN. 

On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, ad in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded. to the con- 
sideration of House bill for the relief of Thomas 
C. Green. It requires the Commissioner: of the 
General Land Office to issue a patent to Thomas 
C. Green for the southeast quarter section of sec- 
tion thirty-three, in township eleven north of range 
three west, in the military tract of Hinois, which 
patent is to recite the fact that the former one 
was filled out erroneously for the south west quar- 
ter, and has been lost, and therefore a new patent 
has been issued to the grantee. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I move that the Senate now 
take up a resolution which was submitted a few 


-days ago by the Senator from lowa, in regard to 


the extra compensation to our reporters—the àn- 
nual tribute which is here paid to their services. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, hat there be paid. out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate, to each of the reporters of the Congressional 
Globe for the Senate, the same sum which was paid them 
at the Jast session of Congress. 

Mr. SEWARD, It will be remembered thatat 
the commencement of this session, the Globe and 
Union both reported the debates of the Senate, 
and that the Union withdrew from the contract. 
It is but right, therefore, that the reporters for the 
Union should be embraced in that resolution, for 
the period that they continued to report. I move 
to amend the resolution by inserting a provision. 
for the payment of thereporters of the Union, for 
the time they were employed. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. That is certainly just, 
and I will modify the resolution by inserting ‘‘ and 
to the reporters of the Union for the time they 
were employed, pro rata.” 

Mr. JOHNSON. ! move to amend the reso- 
lution by inserting after-the amendment, which 
has just been accepted, the words “and to the 
Superintendent of Public Printing, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, the same extra 
compensation as was paid to them at the expfra- 
tion of the last session of Congress.” The Sen- 
ate will recollect that a short time since we put an 
amendment into the civil and diplomatic bill to 
this effect, upon this ground: When a joint reso- 
lution was passed, increasing the compensation of 
the legislative employees, it was decided that 
these officers belonged to the executive depart- 
ments, and when a bill was passed which in- 
creased the compensation of the executive clerks, 
it was decided that they belonged to neither. 
Under those circumstances, this class of our clerks 
were cut out of any extra compensation at all. 
This amendment mierely proposes to give them 
the extra compensation which is. usual, and it 
does not reach the amount that their regular in- 
crease would, under either of the propositions to 
which I have referred. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would suggest to the 
Senator from Arkansas that that requires the 
concurrent action of both Houses. 

Mr. JOHNSON. No, sir, the amendment 

merely proposes to pay out of our contingent 
fund the same extra compensation which was 
allowed toshese officers at the last session. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricut 
in the chair.) The Chair is of opinion that the 
report made by the select committee, graduating 
the scale of salaries to be paid the officers of the 
Senate, and which was adopted by the Senate, 
forbids anything of this sort. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That was my understanding 
at the time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment is, therefore, clearly out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I wish.to call the attention 
of the Senate to the fact that these clerks were eX- 
cluded from the increase of compensation allowed 
to the clerks in the executive departments.on the 
ground that they did not. belong to that class. 
When increased compensation was allowed to the 
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legislative clerks, tħey were excluded from that 
on the ground that'they did not belong to the 
legislative class of clerks. Thus they have been 
cut out from both increases. They were allowed 


a R f 
at the last session, out of the contingent fund of 


the Senate, the usual extra compensation. It is, 
therefore, now certainly in order to propose to 
make them the same allowance; and if it should 
be allowed, they will not receive as much as the 
regular compensation to which they would have 
been justly entitled, if, by the decisions of the De- 
partment, they had been allowed to come in, 
either as legislative or executive clerks. If the 
Senate is averse to granting this extra compensa- 
tion, it can vote down the amendment; but I sub- 
mit that it is clearly in order. 

Mr. PRATT. I wish to make a single remark 


that may be applicable to other cases which may 


be brought before us. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There is no other case that 
I know of. 

Mr. PRATT The persons included in this 
amendment are not connected with the Senate in 
any way. Now, how our contingent fund can 


be properly expended for the purpose of paying || 
persons who have no connection, officially, with | 


the Senate, Tam at a loss to ascertain. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I believe the Chair rules the 
amendment to be out of order. 

The. PRESIDING OFFICER. 
decision of the Chair, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, sir, Iam so clear in 
my own mind that theamendment is in order that 
Iam compelled to appeal from the decision. I 
must state to the Senator from Maryland, who, I 
am sure, is not disposed to do injustice, that these 
clerks draw their pay from us entirely, and all 
their accounts are settled and adjudicated here. 
Their connection is with the legislative depart- 
ment. They are clerks of the Senate, in reality, 
and are not clerks of any of the Departments. 
The amendment provides only for those who do 
not receive the regular increase allowed by the 
joint resolution, under which this amendment has 
been ruled out of order. 


Such is the 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


is, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the Senate?” 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
be sustained, these clerks will not be compensated 
at all. It seems, in the first instance, they were 
assigned to the executive departments; but when 
the extra compensation was allowed to the clerks 
of those departments, they were excluded, and 
it was then said that they belonged to the legisla- 
tive department. ‘The compensation of the clerks 
of every other department, legislative and execu- 
tive, has been increased; but these clerks have re- 
ceived no extra compensation. Now, I appeal to 


the Senate, and particularly to the Senator from | 
Georgia, not to refuse an increase of compensa- |; j 
| adding ‘‘and to John Brown, Robert Carter, and 


tion to these meritorious clerks, when all other 
employees in every department of Government 
have had their compensation increased. 

Mr. JOHNSON. An amendment to provide 


for them was put by the Senate into the civil and | 


diplomatic bill, but it was cut out by the commit- 
tee of conference. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It could not 
be objected to as an amendment to the civil and 
diplomatic bill, for there it was proposed to make 
it a law; but, as the Chair before stated, the 
select committee appointed for the purpose of 
reporting a proposition graduating the pay of offi- 
cers of the Senate, provided by resolution, which 
the Senate adopted, that no further appropriation 


should be made to pay officers of the Senate ex-! 
The amendment, therefore, cannot || 


cept by law. 


If this decision shall | 


i 


be received, as taking out of the contingent fund i 1 
:| House $200 extra compensation out of the con- 


of the Senate money to pay extra compensation to 
officers of the Senate. Itison that ground that 
the Chair decides the amendment to be out of or- 
der. 

Mr. WALKER. Was that report concurred 
in by the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. lt was. 

The question being taken, t‘ Shall the decision 


of the Chair stand as the judgment of the Senate?”? | 
it was decided in the affirmative; so the amend- ; 
ii compensation.” That sum adding the twenty 
i: per cent. would place them upon an equality with | for three hundred and twenty acres of land, to 
i the pages of the House of Representatives. 


ment was ruled to be out of order. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to ask for informa- 
tion, whether the decision of the Chair would 
not equally reach the reporters mentioned in the 
original resolution ? 


i 


| to them. 


; tingent fund of the House. T 
| provides that those who feceive the twenty per 
| cent. “ shall not hereafter receive the usual extra 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
does not recognize reporters as officers of the 
body; and, therefore, his decision does 

Mr. WALKER. I have an amendment to 
offer, which I will appeal to the honorable Sen- 


; ator from Iowa to accept as a modification of his 


resolution. [tis to add: 

And that the usual compensation to the enrolling and 
engrossing clerks be paid to them out of the same fund. 

Theseclerks have been more pressed, I will ven- 
ture to say, at the close of this session, than they 
ever have been for a large number of years past. 
The amount which this amendment would give 
them would be very small, and I think, myself, 
that justice, as well as generosity, requires that it 
should be adopted. : 

Mr. TOOMBS. Were they not allowed an 
increase of twenty per cent. under the joint resolu- 
tion which we passed not long since? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are they clerks 
of the Senate? 

Mr. WALKER. They are enrolling and en- 
grossing clerks, temporary clerks in the employ- 
ment of the Secretary of the Senate. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is expressly forbidden. 
They got the increase, and cannot be allowed this 
amount, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will inquire whether they are regular clerks of the 


i Senate ? 


Mr. WALKER. The Secretary can inform 


| the Chair. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. The object of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin is to pay fifty dollars to each 
of the enrolling and engrossing clerks, who have 
been employed during the last four or five days. 
It has been allowed to them heretofore. 

Mr. WALKER. I have no objection to mod- 
ify the amendment by saying “temporary enroll- 
ing and engrossing clerks.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If they be tem- 
porary clerks, the amendment will be in order, 

Mr. WALKER. I will modify it by inserting 
the word ‘ temporary.” 

Mr. CASS, There would be great objection to 
giving to clerks who have only been at work two 


| or three days, $250. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. It is only fifty dollars. 

Mr. CASS. Then suppose the amendment is 
fifty, itis unjust that one who has worked for six 
months as a temporary clerk, and one who has 
worked but for one day, should get the same sum. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hope, if there be any 
objection, the Senator from Wisconsin will with- 
draw his amendment, so as not to embarrass the 
resolution. 

Mr. WALKER. I withdraw the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
is on the resolution of the Senator from Towa. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I move to amenditby 


Harry Dodson, the sum of fifty dollars each.” 


|, These are men of color, employed in the stables and 
| retiring room, and this is to give them the usual 


allowance. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Is not that out of order ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
has aright to make an appropriation out of the 
contingent fund to anybody not officers of the 
body. ‘These are not officers of the body. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORTON. My attention has been drawn, 
in connection with an amendment which í had 
prepared, to a joint resolution passed in June last, 


: in respect to the compensation of the employees 


of the legislative branch of the Government. I 
find, however, that a resolution has passed the 
House of Representatives giving the pages of that 


The joint resolution 


compensation.’ The pagesin the House have re- 


; ceived about $200 extra compensation; and, there- 
_ fore,to avoid the technicality of the joint resolution, 


_if I may use the expression, I have prepared an 


amendment to add ** that the pages, folders, and 
other employees of the Senate receive $105 extra 


not apply |; 


The question | 


i 
H 


li 


| 
i 
i 
| 
H 
ii 


; expedition of Clarke and Lewis. 
: dier who volunteered in that service; he served 
| many years in a service of great danger and dif- 
i ficulty. He frequently passed over the Rocky 
: Mountains, and crossed to the Pacific. 
l charged his duty faithfully. 
‘is now very poor. 
| hundred and twenty acres of bounty land; and I 
i| move that the Senate proceed to its consideration. 


Mr. COOPER. Two dollars and fifty cents.a 


ay. 
Mr. DAWSON. Will the Senator from Flor- 
ida be kind enough to tell me what is the amount 


| of money received by one of these pages during 


the session ? 

Mr. MORTON. It requires a little arithmeti- 
cal calculation, and I presume the Senator from 
Georgia is quite as much qualified for it as I am. 
{ think their compensation is $2 50 per diem. 

Mr. DAWSON, Andtwenty percent. on that? 

Mr. MORTON. I see the joint resolution is 
very guarded, and provides that the pages of the 
House shall receive the same compensation as 
pages of the Senate. The rule should work both 
ways, and the pages of the Senate should receive 
as much as those of the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator offer an amendment? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir; to add “and $105 
extra compensation be paid to the pages, folders, 
and other employees of the Senate.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thatis clearly 
out of order, ` 

Mr. MORTON. Is it in violation of the joint 
resolution? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Itseems to me that this comes 
within the decision of the Chair, made a short 
time ago. The pay of the pages was raised by 
the joint resolution, and they are, therefore, clearly 
excluded from extra compensation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Clearly so. 

Mr. MORTON. I will not appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, 

Mr. WALKER. I think the laborers in the 
Capitol grounds should be embraced in this res- 
olution. They have been cut down to a rate of 
wages lower than any other employees of the 
Government in this city, and at the same time 
they bear more of the heat and burden of the day 
than anybody else; and if we are to pass an extra 


j compensation resolution I should be in favor of 


amending it so as to include them. They need it 
more than any others that I know of. 

Mr. TOOMBS. As there seems to be no end 
to amendments, | move to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I hope not; I hope 
we shall have the question on the resolution. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If we can take the question 


j I have no objection, and will withdraw my mo- 


tion. 

Mr. CASS. I would inquire whether the com- 
pensation of the pages has been increased. If 
not, the joint resolution which has been referred 
to does not embrace them, for it only embraces 
those whose compensation was increased by it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. They are clearly 


| embraced. 


The resolution, as amended, was agreed to, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That there be paid, out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate, to each of the reporters of the Congressional 
Globe for the Senate, the same sum which was paid them 
at the last session of Congress; aid to the reporters of the 


| Union for the time they were employed pro rata; and to 


Jobn Brown, Robert Carter, and Harry Dodson, the sum of 
fifty dollars each. 
PATRICK GASS. 

Mr. CASS. My attention has been drawn by 
a member of the House to the bill of the House 
for the relief of Patrick Gass, and I have a mo- 
tive for asking the attention of the Senate to it, 
because 1 happen to know the man. This is the 
Patrick Gass who wrote the first account of the 
He was a sol- 


He dis- 
J understand thathe 
The bill is to give him three 


[trust there will be no objection to it. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 

It proposes to require the proper officers of the 


l; Government to issue to Patrick Gass a warrant 


belocated on any of the public lands of the United 


Mr. EVANS. How much do the pages get || States subject to private entry. 
ii now? jj 


The bill was reported to. the Senate without 
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amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


JONATHAN PEARCE. 


Mr. SUMNER. [ am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Pensions to report back the House bill 
forthe relief of Jonathan Pearce, and to ask that 
it may pow be put upon its passage. ©- i 
= There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill; as in Committee of the W hole. 

It:proposes to require the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior ‘to:place the name ‘of Jonathan Pearce, of 
Muskingum county, Ohio, upon the pension rolls, 
and .cause to be paid to him: eight dollars per 
month, so long as ‘he. lives, commencing January 
1, 1854. : 

It appears that Pearce was a private in Captain 
James Brown’s company, of Colonel  Miller’s 
regiment of Ohio militia, as substitute for his 
brother,.-who was drafted in August, 1812, at 
Zanesville, Ohio, and served six months, when he 
was honorably discharged. The original certifi- 
cate of discharge is on file in the Pension Office in 
an application for bounty land. Pearce was one 
of a company dispatched on an expedition against 


the Indians, and was absent eight days, and had | 
In consequence of lack | 


food for five days only. 
of food and exposure he took sick, and remained 
so for six weeks, then partially recovered, and 
served out his time. Soon afterwards his disease 
settled in his limbs, producing chronic rheuma- 
tism, and he has suffered from it ever since. For 
the last twenty or twenty-five years he has hob- 
bled round on crutches; he is now aged sixty- 
three; incurable, and a man of good character. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate withoutamend ment, ordered 
to a third reading, was read a third time, and 
passed. $ 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr, RUSK, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Executive business; and 
after some time spent therein, the doors were re- 
opened. 


CLERK TO JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. BAYARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent: x 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be au- 
thorized to continue the employment of a clerk during the 
recess of Congress, for the purpose of obtaining certain in- 
formation in reference to the judiciary of the United States. 

Mr. BUTLER. My colleague on the commit- 
tee, the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] has 
had this matter under consideration, and has col- 
lected a good deal of information, but not enough 
for the action of the committee in relation to the 
matter, and a horizontal scale of salaries cannot 
be adopted, unless further information is obtained. 
Hence it is necessary to get that information in 
relation to marshals and district attorneys; and he 
cannot obtain it without a clerk to do the corres- 
pondence. 

Mr. JONES, of Towa. 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER. On, no! 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. What is the reason? 
He has more work to do than the clerk of any 
other committee. 

Mr. BUTLER. The resolution is not put on 
thatground at all. Either the Senator from Geor- 
gia will have to open the correspondence, or some- 
body else must do it, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should myself be opposed 


to the resolution, if it were amended according to 


I want a clerk for the 


the suggestion of the Senator from Iowa. It would | 


be wrong. If the Senate thinks it is proper that 
gome person should carry on the correspondence 
in regard to this vast subject, extending to every 


State in the Union, our resolution is right; but I | 


am against the amendment, and against the reso- 
lution, if amended;.for our intention is not to 
create a pension office. 

Mr. WALKER. I think that the work which 
will be done will be about this. A letter will be 
written in a form to elicit the information sought 
for. Thirty-one copies of it will be struck off in 
German text, signed by the clerk, and sent to the 
different States to elicit the answers to it. 
will be the extent of the work. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. WELLER, from the committee of confer- 


That | 


|| day. 


follaws: : i 


That the Senate recede from their first, ninth, eleventh, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, and nineteenth amend- 
ments, disagreed to by the House. 

That the House agree to the third amendment of the Sen- 
ate, with the following amendment: Strike out “ ninety- 
three thousand four hundred and ‘eigbty-five,” and insert 
“thirty-three thousand nine hundred.” 

That the House agree to the tenth amendment of the 
Senate, with the following amendment: Strike out ‘4 fifty- 
two thousand four hundred and seventy-five dollars and 
sixty-eight cents,” and insert ‘* twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars.” - 

That the House agree to the twelfth amendment of the 
Senate, with the following amendment: Strike out all of 
the amendment after the word ‘ appropriated,’’ in line 
eight, 

‘That the House agree to the sixteenth amendment of the 
Senate, with the following amendment; at the end thereof 
add: ** Provided, That such party shall not receive a pen- 
sion during coverture.” 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the fifth, 
eighth, seventeenth, eighteenth, twentieth, and twenty- 
first amendments of the Senate, and agree to said amend- j 
Mentis. 


The amendments from which the committee 
recommend the Senate to recede were as follows: 

The first, which was to amend the clause “For 
subsistence in kind, $1,028,497,” so as to make 
the appropriation $1,285,621 25. 


The ninth, which was to insert: 


For the construction of a military road from the Rio 
Grande, near KI Paso, to the river Colorado, and tor sinking 
wells therein, $12,000, to be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of War. 


i 
The eleventh, which was to insertin the follow- | 
ing section the words ‘‘ and properly:”” 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to ex- 
amine into and ascertain the amount of expenses incurred, 
and now actually and properly paid, by the State of Califor- 
nia in the suppression of Indian hostilities within the said 
State prior to the first of January, Anno Domini 1854, 
and that the amount of such expenses, when so ascertained, 
be paid into the treasury of said State: Provided, That 
the suim so paid shall not exceed in amount the sum of 
$924,259 65; which amount is hereby appropriated, out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The thirteenth, which was to insert: 


Sec. — And beit further enacted, Thatthe same allow- 
ance in respect of rations be hereafter made to the military 
commandant of the Schuylkill arsenal, in the Quartermas- 
ter’s Department, as to the commandants of the arsenals in 
the Ordnance Department. 

The fourteenth, which was to insert: 

Src. —. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the first section of the act entitled “ An act making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army for the year ending 
30th June, 1851,” approved September 28, 1850, granting 
extra pay to the officers and enlisted men of the Army serv- 
ing in Oregon and California, be extended to the officers 
and men composing the garrison of the postof Fort Laramie 
on the Oregon route, for the same period of time as was al- 
Jowed by tbe sixth section of the act of third of March, 1853, 
to the officers and men of the two companies of regiment of 
mounted riflemen that garrisoned Fort Laramie, and that 
the provisions of the same section of the same act be also 
extended to the officers apd men composing the escort to 
the Mexican Boundary Commission, while they were serv- 
ing as such escort. 


Fifteenth, which was to add to the bill several 
sections, commonly called the retired list bill, 
which has heretofore passed the Senate. It will 
be found at length in the proceedings of yester- 
day. i 

Nineteenth, which was to add the bill which | 
had already passed the Senate, for the increase of 
the pay of the officers and men of the Army, and | 
which will be found in the proceedings of yester- 


The third amendment, which the committee 
recommend the House to agree to, with an amend- 
ment, was to insert: : 

For purchase of a site and construction of an arsenal 
at Benicia, California, $93,485. 


The amendment which the committee recom- 


mend to that amendment is to strike out “$93,485” || 


and insert “ $33,900.” 


The tenth amendment, which the committee rec- 
ommend the House to agree to, with an amend- 
ment, was to insert: 


For completing the Mendota and Big Sioux river road, : 
in accordance with the estimates of the Secretary of War, i 
452,475 68, to be expended under the direction of the See- | 
retary of War. ; 


The amendment to it, which the committee rec- | 


=a 


ommend, is to strike out ** 
< $95,000. *” 


The twelfth amendment was to insert: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the amount 
which may be found necessary to pay, under the act of 27th 
March, 1854, to the widows and orphans of the United 
States troops who perished by the recent disaster to the 
steamship San Francisco, be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. And the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treusury Department be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and directed to cause the balance due 
on the hooks of the Treasury on account of advance of pay- 
ment of the United States Army, whose widows and chil- 
dren may be entitled to the benefits of the second section of 
the said act of the 27th March, 1854. 


The committee recommend the House to agree 
to it with an amendment, to strike out the words 
printed in italics. 


The sixteenth amendment was to add: 

Sec. —, And be it further enacted, That the act approved 
September 28, 1850, entitled ‘ An act granting bounty land 
to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged in 
the military service of the United States,” the acl approved 
March 22, 1852, entitled “ An act to make land warrants 
assignable, and for other purposes,” and the act approved 
February 23, 1853, entitled “ An act to continue half pay to 
certain widows and orphans,” shall not be so construed as 
to deprive any widow of the benefits therein granted for 
the services of the husband, though she may have married 
again: Provided, That the applicant is a widow at the time 
of making the claim. . 


The amendment with which the committee rec- 
ommend the House to agree to it, was to add at 
the end: 


Provided, That such party shall not receive a pension 
during coverture, i 


The amendments, from their disagreement to 
which the committee recommend the House to 
recede, were the following: 

Fifth, which was to insert: 


Tor the payment of claims adjudicated by the board of 
Army officers appointed by the Secretary of War under 
the sixth section of the act of August 31, 1852, $129,885 23, 


Eighth, which was to insert appropriations to 
carry out various treaties made with Indian tribes 
since the passage of the Indian appropriation bill. 


The seventeenth, which was to add: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to receive, and 
cause to be placed on the files of his Department, such 
additional muster-rolls of the battalion of volunteers com- ` 
manded by. Lieutenant Colonel J.C. Frémont, in Califor- 
nia, duly authenticated by the proper officers, as have not 
heretofore been received and filed, and to cause such cor- 
rections of the muster-rolls to be made in regard to the 
periods of enlistment and terms of: service, and the omis- 
sion of names of the members of said battalion, as upon 
satisfactory proof he may deem right and proper, and, as far 
as practicable, to correspond with the pay-rolls of Major P. 
B. Reading, paymaster of said battalion, with respect to 
the period of service, so that all who have served in the 
military service of the United States in California during 
the late war with Mexico, whether under command of 
naval or military officers, may be entitled to all the benefits 
of all the acts of Congress providing for the enroliment of 
volunteers in the Mexican war, provided that no payment 
shalt be made in consequence of this section beyond the 
sum heretofore appropriated. 


The twentieth, which was to add: 

And be it further enacted, That in the event that the 
Secretary of War shall deem it inconsistent with the inter- 
ests of the military service to furnish a sufficient portion of 
the military buildings at Fort Leavenworth for the use of 
the territorial government of Kansas, the sum of $25,000 
shall be, and in that contingency hereby is, appropriated 
for the erection of public buildings for the use of the Legis- 
lature of the Territory of Kansas, to be expended under the 
directions of the Governor of said Territory. 


The twenty-first, which was to add: 


And he it further enacted, That the sums appropriated by 
the act of March 3, 1849, for the removal and subsistence of 
the Menomonees, and for the establishment of a manual 
labor school, &e., for them, and now remaining in the 
‘Treasury, together with the sums for pay ofa miller, here- 
tofore appropriated, be paid to or expended for the benefit 
of said Menomonee Indians, according to the stipulations 
of said supplementary and amendatory articles. 


The report wag concurred in, 


PRINTING SENATE DEBATES. 

Mr. BROWN. I now ask the Senate to take 
up the resolution which I introduced yesterday, in 
reference to the publication of the proceedings of 
the Senate. ; 

The PRESIDENT. 


$52,475 68,” and insert 


If there is no objection, 


; the resolution will be taken up. 


Mr. CHASE. I object. 
The PRESIDENT. The resolution is as fol- 


lows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay from the 
contingent fund of the Senate to the proprietors of the Union, 
National Intelligencer, and Sentinel, for publishing the de- 
bates and proceedings of the Senate for the last and present 
Congress, up to the conclusion of the present session, at the 
rate of $4 50 per column: Provided, That neither of the 


P : : j 
said journals which may have already been paid for any | 
portion of the above service, shall be again paid for the same. | 


Mr. CHASE. I object to the consideration of | 
that resolution. ! 
Mr. BROWN. On what ground? 
Several Sewarors. It is in order to take it up. 
Mr. CHASE. If it is in order, I, of course, | 
cannot object. 
Mr. BROWN. The resolution was introduced | 
yesierday—that is, the congressional yesterday; | 
for this congressional day commenced at eight 
o'clock. It was introduced before the last adjourn- 

ment, ` 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the opinion | 
that it is in order. i 
Mr. CHASE. Iwill ask the Senator from Mis- | 
sissippi to explain to me the resolution. Does it | 
provide for the payment for the publication of any | 
speeches printed atany time? i 
Mr. BROWN. It doesnot provide for the pay- | 
ment of those which have already been paid for. | 
It does not provide for double payment, of course. | 
Mr. CHASE. These papers have not been | 
the regular reporters of the Senate. They have | 
printed such speeches of Senators as they thought ! 
fit to print; and the proposition of my friend from | 
Mississippi is to pay them so much per column | 
for what they thought fit to print. ‘That being | 
| 


the case, T move to insert the words “ National 
Era,” which paper has given a much larger circu- : 
lation than the others to the speeches of Senators; : 
and upon the amendment, I ask for the yeas and | 
mays. | 
On the question of ordering the yeas and nays, | 
only six Senators rose in the affirmative. | 
Mr. CHASE. I wish to say a word in respect | 
to the amendment. The proposition presented by | 
the resolution is to pay three of the political | 
papers of this city for the printing of such speeches | 
as they have thought fit to publish from time to | 
time. Whatever speeches of members of the Sen- ! 
ate those papers have published are to be paid for at f 
$4 50 percolumn, They bavegivena circulation | 
of some two or three thousand to those speeches. | 
The National Era hasa circulation of over twenty- | 
five thousand subscribers, and the speeches which | 
it has published have gone to that number of peo- | 
ple. If there is any reason whatever for paying 
any paper of this city for printing the speeches of 
members of the Senate, it applies doubly to that 
paper. All that I ask—and I trust the Senate will 
give us at least that open expression of their de- 
termination—is the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered and taken— | 
yeas 9, nays 26; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Chase, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, | 
Rockwell, Seward, Sumner, and Wade—9. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bell, Benjamin, 
Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Dawson, Dodge of 
Wistonsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Evans, Geyer, Hous- | 
ton, Hunter, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tenness aliory, | 
Norris, Pettit, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, and Welier—26, | 
So the amendment was rejected, and the ques- | 
tion recurred on the resolution. j 


| ator from Ohio, we should have had the whole of fi Mr. STUART 


į uessee, Mallory, Mason, Rockwell, Slidell, Stuart, Bum- 


Mr. ADAMS. I cannot vote for that resolu- | 
tion, l am not disposed to consume the time of || 
the Senate in giving my reasons why I cannot. I || 
only wish to say this: The resolution proposes to | 
go back to the last session of Congress and pay i 
for any speeches that may have been published in |) 
these papers during the last session, as well as | 
this. I make it a rule that no man shall make me i 
his debtor without my consent, nor shall he make | 
this Government his debtor, so far as my vote is | 
concerned, without the consent of the authority | 
authorized to bind the Government. ‘These papers | 

i 
1 
i 
j 
| 


have published a portion of the proceedings, a por- | 
tion of the speeches, doubtless the most interest- | 
ing, and euch as they thought proper to select; | 
but, sir, if you go back and pay them, why not! 
pay every other paper in the United States which | 
has published any of the speeches or proceedings || 
of Congress? All the other papers of the coun- 4 
try are publishing a portion of them; would there | 
not be as much propriety and as much justice in | 


| conference on the disagreeing votes of the two | 


paying other papers which receive nothing from ` 
the Government, as to pay those which are receiv- 
ing large contracts and large benefits from the 
Government? [cannot see the justice of the reso- | 
lution, and shall not vote for it. i 

Mr. BRIGHT. |The price proposed to be paid i 
by the resolution is very low. It will be money |} 
well expended; but I shall not occupy time by ii 
talking on it. li 


E. 


I ask for the yeas and nays | 


upon it, 


The yeas ard nays were ordered. i 
Mr. TOOMBS. This is the most extraordi- ji 


nary proposition Í have ever known in this body. 


Here are papers in the city of Washington which |! 


print what speeches they like for party uses, and | 


leave out the rest, and the Senate is called on to i 
It is absolutely outrageous. anoi 
Mr. SEWARD. Each of the papers prints |! 
| the speeches which it likes; and as they are dif- 
| ferent in tastes, most of the speeches get printed; 


pay them. 


and if we had adopted the amendment of the Sen- 


them. Buti am for the resolution even without 
that amendment. 
away from any commerce. There is no business 
but the public business to support a newspaper. 
The resolution is proper. 

Mr. CHASE. 
tional Era for the purpose of testing the principle, 
not because I intended to vote for the resolution, 
if it was so amended. I agree with the Senator | 


from Georgia in his estimate of the character of | 


the proposition, 
Mr. TOOMBS. Iask to have my name record- 
ed in favor of the Era, If you give to one, give 


to all. | 
Mr. BROWN. Let it bedone. 
Mr. TOOMBS. | want to vote to put the Era 
on the list. 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair will observe 


: : H 

that the rule requires unanimous consent to do li 

that. H 
H 
H 


Mr. ADAMS. I object. 

Mr. BROWN. The resolution, though sub- 
mitted by myself, was drawn up by the Senator | 
from Maryland, (Mr. Pearce,] now absent, who 


was compelled to leave the Chamber last evening. 


He put the resolution into my hand, and asked me iF 
l approved it to this |į 


to offer it, which I did. 
extent, at least, that it seemed to me to be just | 
towards all parties, taking in.the Sentinel, Union, 
and Intelligencer. [think if one ought to be paid, 
all ought to be paid. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Brod- 
head, Brown, Cass, Douglas, Pish, Foot, Houston, Hunter, 
James, Pettit, Rusk, Seward, Toucey, and Weller—i8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Chase, Clay, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Evans, Fessenden, 4 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Ten- 


| 


ner, Toombs, and Wade—22. 
So the resolution was rejected, 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Foryey, their Clerk, an-; 
nouncing that they had agreed to the report of the | 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes | 
of the two Houses on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the committee of con- li 


| ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 


on the bill making appropriations for the naval | 
service for the year ending the 3Uth of June, 1855, 
reported: 


That they had met the conferees on the part of the House | 
of Representatives, and, after fall and free conference, bad 
been unable to agree, and they report the bill, with the 
amendments, back to the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate in- | 
sisted on their amendments, and asked another 


i 


Houses. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was ii 


Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part | 
ofthe Senate be appointed by the President Pro tempore. 


And Mr. MazLorr, Mr. Brienr, and Mr. 
GEYER were appointed. 
ROSALIE CAXILLO. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of Representatives for the i 


relief of Rosalie Caxillo. i 


her for a quarter section of land, to be located on | 
i > 


any land of the Government subject to private |! 


entry In the Augusta land district, Mississippi. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without j 


+ 


The seat of Government is i; 


I proposed to insert the Na- |/ 


| vided by law, the territory acquired under the 
i: Territory of 


ti 
ii 


amendment, ordered toa third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 


House bill to repeal the first proviso of the fourth 
| Section of the act entitled * An act gran ting bounty 


. 


; lands to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,” approved September 28, 1850, was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CHASE, Let that be considered now. 
| "Lhe bill was read a second time by unanimous 
consent, and considered as in Committee of the 
, Whole. 

I will ask the Senator from 

lowa if he knows what is the substance of that 
proviso? 

| Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I do, for I have ex- 
; amined the law. It prohibits any member of Con- 
gress, who was such in 1850, when the law was 
passed, from taking the benefits of the act. There 
: were a great number of. colonels, majors, and 
i generals in the Congress of 1850, when the law 
was passed, and they wished to be very patriotic, 
` and they excluded themselves from the benefits of 
it. This allows them to take its benefits. 

/ Mr STUART. I think it is right. They are 
| the poorest paid persons that we have under the 
i Government. 

| Mr.BRODHEAD. This bill js entirely right; 
i but L want to add two other sections to it for the 

| extension of the bounty land laws. 

Several Senarors. Ob, no! 

ae BROWN. The bill will be lost if we do 

: that. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Gentlemen were so anx- 
ious to pass them some time ago, that I thought 
| E would give diem an Opportunity to do it now} 
` but I hear “ Oh, no!” © Oh, no!” all over the 
| Chamber. 

Mr. STUART. It will cause the bill to be lost. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. They would pass the 
House; but, if it is contrary to the sense of the 
| Senate to offer them, I shall not do it. 

-The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 


SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF NEW MEXICO. * 


The bill from the House of Representatives de- 
elaring the southern boundary of New Mexico, 
| was read, and ordered to a second reading, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask for its consideration 
now. 

The bill was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct that, until otherwise pro- 


| 
i 
| 
i 
4 


: Gadsden treaty, shall be incorporated into the 
New Mexico, and be subject to all 
its laws. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 
| time, and passed. 


| EXTRA COMPENSATION, 

| The joint resolution from the House, making 
| appropriation for the payment of those entitled to 
ithe benefits of the resolution of the House of 
| Representatives of the United States, passed Au- 
i gust 3, 1854, voting extra compensation to pages, 


ii folders, and others, was read twice, and consid- 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to amend by adding 
an additional resolution: 

| And be it further resolved, That there be paid to the 
i Jaborers in the Capitol ground, for the present fiscal year, 
; twenty per eent. upon the amount now allowed thein by 
: law in addition thereto. 


Mr. STUART. T hope the Senate will not 
i agree to the amendment. It seems to me we had 
' better let the House take their own subjects by 
: themselves. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. These men stand out 
‘in rain and snow. They do hard work, and are 
į exposed to every kind of weather, I hope. the 
! Senate will agree to the amendment. 
| The amendment was rejected—ayes eight, noes 
| not counted. i 
_ The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to a third reading, read a third time, and 
passed, 


A. 8. LAUGHERY. 


On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
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sideration: of House bill for: the relief of A. S. 
Laughery. z 


It proposes to direct that upon its being made 


to appear to the Commissioner of Pensions. by 


sufficient proof, to be judged of by him, that 
Laughery served as a clerk in.the Commissary 
Department of the United States Army in Mexico, 
during the late war with that nation, it shall be the 
duty of the Commissioner of Pensions to issue 
to him a land warrant for suchan amount of acres 
(according to the time of the service proved) as he 
would have ‘been entitled to under existing Jaws, 
if he hadiserved the game time in the Army of the 
United States in that war. 

“Phe bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. ‘ 

. HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I rise to.a privileged 
question. It will be. remembered that this. morn- 
ing, some hours since, the report which had been 
made from the Committee on the Judiciary upon 
the right of the gentleman from New Hampshire 
to his seatas a Senator from New Hampshire was 
acted upon, That Senator, in feeble health, left 
the body last night, but before doing so, consulted 


with me upon the .subject.as to the possibility of | 


the question coming up. 1 told him that I thought 
there was no possibility of it whatever. He left 
with me the request to state, if it should come up, 
that he desired to be heard upon it. I now move 
a reconsideration of the vote in that case. I think 
it is, but fair that we should reconsider it, to give 
him an opportunity to state the grounds upon 
which he claims the seat. Surely no more cour- 
teous member has ever occupied a seat in this body 
than he.is, and [trust the motion will prevail. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to inquire whether 
the motion is made with the expectation of con- 
sidering the subject now? . 

i Mr. COOPER. There is not time enough for 
that. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. That will be a matter 
for the Senate to decide. 1 could not have dis: 
charged my duty and obligation to my friend, 
after what I stated to him, unless I had made the 
motion. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I hopeit will not be regarded 
aa discourteous to object to that motion. We 


have less than an hour and a half of time to do a` 


great deal of business in. Fifteen minutes are 
worth a great deal to the Senate. I hope the 
Senate will not reconsider the vote. 

Mr. BAYARD. I made the motion to con- 
sider the report last night, after consultation: with 
several members of the committee, under what I 
conceived a sense of duty to the Senate. Having 
performed that duty, if it is the wish of the Sen- 
ate to. reconsider the vote, if they think it proper 
that the gentleman who represents the State of 
New Hampshire should be heard, I have no ob- 
jection to interpose. I have performed my duty. 
Lam perfectly satisfied with any disposition of 
the matter the Senate chooses to make. 

Mr. WALKER. Suppose this vote should be 
reconsidered, is there the least probability that the 
Senate will reverse a decision made as solemnly 
as it was in the case of Mr. Phelps? I think not. 
The motion to reconsider, therefore, will only 
procrastinate the period when the same decision 
must inevitably be had; and at this late period of 
the session, without entertaining any but the most 
kindly feeling for the honorable gentleman from 
New Hampshire, I should regret to see the vote 
reconsidered, 

‘Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
are different facts in this case from those in the 
one indicated by the Senator from Wisconsin. I 
trust the motion to reconsider will prevail, and 
that we shall, at least, allow our friend who is 
about to leave us to be heard. 

-Mr, WELLER. The Senator from New 
Hampshire desires to be heard upon this question. 
l shall be prepared to vote to reconsider, because 


I do not believe in passing judgment against him | 


at three or four o'clock in the morning, without 
allowing him an opportunity to beheard. As the 
Senator from Iowa says, he desires to be heard, 
and f shall certainly vote for the reconsideration. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I desire for him that 
he should state the grounds upon which he claims 
a seat as a Senator from New Hampshire. | am 
sure he desires to do so. ; 


Tapprehend that there | 


Mr. BRIGHT. The grounds -have already 
been stated by the Judiciary Committee very ably 
in their report. 

Mr. BUTLER. The report had better be read. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It would bea useless waste of 
time. 

‘Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Thatreport has never 
been seen by Senators. It was printed very late 
last night, or certainly it had not been laid upon 
our tables before. 

Mr. BUTLER. It was printed yesterday morn- 


ing. 

fine PRESIDENT. Does any Senator desire 
the report to be read? 

Several Senators. Oh, no. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to reconsider; and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. MASON. I shall vote for the motion to 
reconsider, although I have entire confidence in the 
Judiciary Committee. I, for one, must admit F 
have not seen their report. I have no doubt it 
will reach the case; but the business which has 
pressed upon us for the last twenty-four hours has 
precluded me from examining it. The honorable 
gentleman was a Senator, and represented the 
State until the report was made; and it is enough 
for me that he asks for the reconsideration, so that 
he may be heard. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted——-yeas 19, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Brodhead, 
Butler, Chase, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
Iowa, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Johnson, 
Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Mason, Norris, and Weller—19. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Benjamin, Bright, Cooper, Fish, 
Gillette, Hunter, James, Jones of Tennessee, Pratt, Rock- 


well, Seward, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, ‘Toombs, 
and Wade—16. 


So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER 
in the chair.) The report is now before the Sen- 
ate, 

Mr. PETTIT. In view of the shortness of- 
the session,and the necessity of passing a few 
private bills, and one especially which my friend 
from Iowa has here, I move to postpote the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject until December 
next. 

Several Senators. No! no! 

Mr. PETTIT. Senators say ‘no! no !” and, 
‘under other circumstances, I should say no; but 
I would rather we should. be at the expense of the 
gentleman coming here next year, than consume 
time now with hearing his speech, which will 
occupy the residue of the session. 1 make the 
motion to postpone. 

Mr. CHASE. I wish simply to say that I 
voted for the reconsideration because some of the 
gentlemen in charge of the report voted for it. The 
Senator who is in charge of it thinks the public 
interest will not suffer by extending the courtesy 
toa gentleman who has been associated with us in 
this Chamber, and I should be one of the last to 
fail to give him that courtesy. 

Mr. PRATT. Tam willing to let them assume 
the responsibility of the probability of defeating 
some of the appropriation bills by the extension of 
a courtesy to our friend; but 1 cannot assume it. 

Mr. CLAY. I will state to the Senate that they 
need not be apprehensive of losing any of the 
appropriation bills, unless the House should con- 
clude not to pass them at all, for lam very sure 
that they will either not passany, except the civil 
and diplomatic bill, or the session will have to be 
extended. On behalf of the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, I now say that it will be impossible 
to compare the bills by twelve o’clock. We have 
just finished the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, and have not touched the Army, Navy, or 
Post Office bill. 

The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER.) 
The question is on concurring in the report of the 
committee. 


Mr, ATCHISON. I move that the gentleman 
from New Hampshire have leave to state his case 
to the Senate. j 


The motion was agreed to. - 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not intend to say a word 
upon the subject. If I were to do so, I should 
have to go intoa minute statement of facts, not 
altogether agreeable to. my feelings. I therefore 


ask that the report may be read, and let that. be 
the simple language of the committee. 

The report was read. It was made by Mr. 
But er, and is as follows: 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
-~ following preamble and resolution of the Senate, have had 
the same under consideration, and report : 


Whereas, the Hon. Jared W. Williams was appointed by 
his Excellency the Governor of New Hampshire, in the re- 
cess of the Legislature of that State, to fill a vacancy in the 
Senate of the United States, which had happened by the 
death ofthe Hon. Charles G. Atherton, a Senator, whose 
term of service would have continued till the 4th of March, 
1859; and whereas it is understood that since that tempo- 
rary appointment was made the Legislature of New Hamp- 
shire has been convened at their regular session, and has 
adjourned to the last Wednesday of May next, without fill- 
ing such. vacancy, and that said State still claims a right of 
representation under said appointment, which the appointee 
is not at liberty to surrender by his act without the action 
of the Senate: at his request, therefore, 

Resolved, That the subject be referred to the Committee 


. on. the Judiciary, to inquire into the facts connected with it, 


and to make such report as they deem proper, to enable the 
Senate to determine whether the right of representation 
under said appointment has expired. 


Under this resolution the committee are required to in- 
quire into the facts connected with the case, and to make 
such report as they deem proper, to enable the Senate to 
determine whether the right of representation under said 
appointment had expired. 

As the question to be determined must depend, in a great 
measure, on the proceedings of the Legislature and con- 
stitution of New Hampshire, the committee submit the fol- 
lowing as a part of their report, having a bearing on the 
case: 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE GOVERNOR TO THE LEGIS- 
LATURE. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I have signed all the bills and resolutions which you have 
passed the present session, and presented for my approval, 
(except the bills and resolutions which I have returned to 
the House of Representatives, with my objection thereto,) 
and having been informed by a joint committee of both 
branches of the Legislature that you have finished the busi- 
ness before you, and are ready to adjourn, by the authority 
vested in me T do hereby adjourn the Legislature to the last 
Wednesday of May next. N.B. BAKER, 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, July 15, 1854. 


Constitution of New Hampshire—page 23. 

“The Senate and House shall assemble every year on the 
first Wednesday of June, aud at such ‘other times as they 
may judge necessary; and shall dissolve and be dissolved 
seven days next preceding the said first Wednesday of 
June, and shall be styled the General Courtof New Hamp-- 
shire.” 

From. the language of the Governor’s communication to 
the Legislature, it seems to have been. his judgment. that 
the session had closed ; and from the language of the con- 
stitution, it would appear that it will have terminated on the 
day mentioned, as by another provision of the constitution, 
the Governor on the same day is required to dissolve the 
Legisiature. In this view of the subject, in proprio vigore, 
the Legislature had no power of assembling from the time 
of its adjournment, as announced by the Governor, until 
the last Wednesday of May next, when its existence termi- 
nated. 

There was a power in the Governor, should the general 
welfare require it, to call the Legislature together, as an 
existing body. But when so called together, what wquid 
have been the character of such a meeting? Would it not 
have been a distinct session, carrying with ils acts and 
doings all the incidents of a separate session? Such would 
seem to be a fair inference. This being conceded, then it 
would follow, that the late Legislature did adjourn sine die, 
in the jegal import of the term. If this is a legitimate con- 
clusion, this case, cannot in any particular, be distinguished 
from that decided by the Senate in the case of the Hon. 
Samuel S. Fhelps, a Senator from Vermont, and the com- 
mittee refer to that case as the authority for their vonclu- 
sion in the case under consideration. 

In response to the resolution, the committee are of opin- 
ion that “ the right of representation under the appointment 
has expired.’? 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the Speaker had signed the follow- 
ing enrolled bills: 

An act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending 30th June, 1855, and for other purposes; 

An act for the relief of J. C. Buckles, of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky; 

An act to graduate and reduce the price of the 
public lands to actual settlers and cultivators; 

An act for the relief of Patrick Gass; 

An act for the relief of fra Call, of Huron 
county, Ohio; 

An act to increase the pay of the rank and file 
of the Army, and encourage enlistments; 

An act for the relief of Thomas C. Green; 

An act for the relief of Jacob Baker, of San- 
dusky city, Ohio; 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to settle the accounts of “fhomas Jordan, as- 
sistant quartermaster in the United States Army; 


OCEEDI 


An act for the relief of Daniel C. Cash 
Giles U. Ellis; . 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Jobn Rice Jones, deceased ; 

An act for the relief of Jonathan Pierce; and 

An act to extend the right of preémption over 
unsurveyed lands in Minnesota, and for other pur- 
poses. f 

The Presiwent pro tempore signed the above 
named enrolled bills. 

MAIL STEAMER BILL, ETC. 

The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had disagreed to the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill making appropriations for 
the transportation of the United States mail by 
ocean steamers, and otherwise, during the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, and also that 
they insisted on their disagreement to the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1855; agreed to the further confer- 
ence asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on said bill, and-had appointed 
Mr. Puers, Mr. Benson, and Mr. Rowe, man- 
agers at the same on their part, 

Also, that the House had agreed to the report 
of the committee of conference on the bill making 
appropriations for the repair, preservation, and 
completion of certain public works heretofore 
commenced under the authority of law. 


OCEAN MAIL SERVICE. ; 
The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ment to the bill making appropriations for the 
transportation of the United States mail by ocean 
steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855, disagreed to by the 


and 


House of Representatives; and, on motion by Mr. | 


Howrer, the Senate insisted on the amendment, 
and asked a conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was ordered 
that the committee of conference on the part of 
the Senate, be appointed by the PRESIDENT pro 
tempore; and Mr. Sruarr, Mr. James, and Mr. 
Toomss were appointed, 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


‘Mr. BENJAMIN, from the committee of con- Í 


ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill making appropriations for the repair, 
preservation, and completion of certain public 
works heretofore commenced under the authority 
of law, made a report recommending 

That the Senate do recede from its second amendment. 

That the House of Representatives do recede trom its 
disagreement to the third, fourth, fifth, and seventh amend- 
ments of the Senate, and agree thereto. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the first amendment of the Senate, and 
agree thereto, with the following amendment: Strike out 
the words “one hundred,” and in lieu thereof insert “ sev- 
enty.?? 

That the the House of Representatives do recede from 
its disagreement to the sixth amendment of the Senate, and 
agree thereto with amendments as follows: In line seven 
of said amendment, strike out the word “ fifty,” and inlieuw 
thereof insert the word ‘ forty,” and strike out jines nine, 
ten, and eleven of said Senate amendment. 

And that the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the eighth amendment of the Sevate, and 
agree thereto, with an amendment as follows: Add at the 
end thereof the words ‘ or rejection.” 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 will statein afew words 
the purportoftheamendments. The first amend- 
ment made by the Senate was to increase the ap- 
propriation ‘ for continuing the improvement of 
the Des Moines rapids, in the Mississippi river,” 
from $18,000 to $100,000. The committee of 
conference have agreed to make that appropria- 
tion $70,000, the Senate yielding $30,000, and the 
House $52,000. 

The second amendment was to insert the words 
‘including the amount expended prior to August 


30, 1852,” after the word ** harbor,’’in the clause: | 


For continuing the removal of the rock at Hell Gate and 
Diamond reef, New York harbor, $20,000, 


The committee recommend the Senate to reced® 
from that amendment. , 


The third amendment was to insert after the 
clause “for continuing the reopening of a cem- 
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munication between the Albemarle Sound, 


in | 
North Carolina, and the Atlantic ocean, $50,000,” | 
the words: 

In addition fo the sum of $50,000 appropriated by the act ' 
of August 30, 1852, which sum is hereby reappropriated for 
a breakwater, or such other works as the Secretary of War 
may deem best adapted to accomplish that cbject. 

The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from its disagreement to that amendment. 


The fourth amendment wasan appropriation of | 
$44,000 for the improvement of the Brazos river, | 
Texas. ‘ithe House abandon their objection to | 
that. The fifth amendment was one explaining 
the appropriation for Newark harbor, so as to 
make it read: 

Por continuing the improvement of the harbor at Newark, 
and Passaic river below the town of Newark and of New- 
ark bay, New Jersey, 825,000. 

The House recede from their disagreement to 
that. The sixth amendment was: 

For the surveys of the harbors of San Pedro, Santa Bar- 
bara, Monterey, San Fravcisco, Humboldt, and Trinity, in 
the State of California, and the rivers Sacremento, San Joa 
quin, and Colorado; and the harbor of Appalaehicola, Fior- 
ida, $50,000. 

For survey for a breakwater at Grace’s Point, Block Is- 
land, $5,000. 

The committee of conference have agreed to | 
make the appropriation for California $40,000 in--| 
stead of $50,000, and strike out the $5,000 for 
Grace’s Point. 

The seventh amendment was the one which 
required all persons who were charged with this | 
werk to give security fur the sum committed to 
their care. It was to strike the proviso out of the 
following section: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, whenever the | 
Secretary of War shall invite proposals for any works, or 
for any material or labor for any works, there shall be sep- 
arate proposals and separate contracts for each work, and 
also for each class of material or labor for each work ; and 
he shall repprt to Congress at its next session all the bids, 
with the names of the bidders: And provided, That all per- 
sons entrusted with the disbursement of the funds appropri- 
ated for the works named in this act, shall be required to 
give bond and ample security for the faithful applieation of 
the saime. . 

The House has receded from its disagreement to | 
that amendment. The eight amendment was to 
add at the end of the bill the following: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be 
and he is hereby, authorized to contract with the proper 
parties for the purchase of Grant’s pass, near the entrance of i 
Mobile harbor, on the mail route from New Orleans to Mo. | 
bile; and that he report said contract to Congress at its next | 
session for approval. 

The cemmittee of conference recommend to add | 
the’ words ‘‘ or rejection;”’? so as to let the next 
Congress have power over that appropriation; and, | 
as thus amended, the House recede from their dis- | 
agreement, 

This is the scope of all the amendments, and it 
will be seen that the Senate has carried almost the 
whole of them. I therefore hope the Senate will |; 
concur in the report. 

The report was concurred in. - 


HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on the Judiciary in re- 
lation to the right of Mr. WiiiiaMs to a seat in| 
the Senate. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, I feel obliged to the Senate 
for the courtesy they are disposed extend to | 
me in this case this morning. Although it is un- | 
expectedly sprung upon me, I deem it my duty to | 
make a brief statement of the grounds on which | 
New Hampshire claims a right to representation | 
on this fleor. I do not believe that f could leave | 
the case, in justice to the State, or in justice to || 
myself, without doing so. Noone could be more | 
averse to taking up any of the time of the Senate, || 
ata period of the session when there is so little i! 
of it remaining, and so much business of import- i 
ance to the country to be transacted; but 1 had | 
been led to suppose, from an intimation derived | 
from a reliable source, that this report, coming in | 
! at the heel of the session, would not be called up 
unless New Hampshire should 


feel it to be her: 


hi 


| further facts. i, however, made a provisiona 


| duty and her interest to call it up and present jj 


arrangement before I left the Senate last night, in 
the event it was called up, that the claim of New 
Hampshire should be stated, if an opportunity 
were given, and that time for that purpose would 
be reques‘ed; but, on receiving assurances of the 
character that I have named, I left, supposing it 
would not be taken up. 

Mr. CASS. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me to interrupt him. f think tle Senate must see 
that it is impossible to consider this subject prop- 
erly now. We have but little time teft in which 
to dispose of our legislative business. I therefore 
suggest that this subject be allowed to go over. I 
move to postpone it until next session. 

Mr. CLAY. A vote has already been taken, I 
suggest to the Senator from Michigan, upon that 
question, and it has been voted down. 1! will state, 
Moreover, to him what I stated to the Senate in 
his absence: that it is impossible, without pro- 
tracting the session, to get through with the ap- 
propriation bills. They cannot even be read over 
by twelve o’clock. : 

Mr. ATCHISON. Jrenew the motion to post- 
pone the further consideration of this subject t 
the second week in December. ki 

Mr. CASS. I suggest to the Senator to move 
that it lie on the table. 

Mr. MASON. Say i , 

Mr. ATCHISON. I have no objection te say- 
ing the first Monday in December. I make the 
motion for the reason briefly suggested by the 
Senator from Michigan, that if it is intended to 
i transact any other business, we have but an hour 
and ten minutes to do it in. 

i Mr. SEBASTIAN called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion, and they were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. The reason why I must vote 
against the postponement is, that J can see no 
reason for it. Iam perfectly willing that the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire shall be heard, I 
do not see that it will at all interfere with the 
business, for E understand from the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Cray) that we must postpone the 
adjournment of Congress, probably until to-mor- 
row. If we do that, there is ample time to con- 
sider this report, because, if the object of post- 
poning the adjournment is to give time to go 
through the enrolled bills, we must necessarily 
abstain from passing any more bills this session, 
or we shall be laboring under the same evil to- 
morrow that we do now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Iam opposed to 
the postponement, from no unkindness to the 
Senator from New Hampshire; but if we have 
not settled this question by the whole action of the 
Senate for the last twenty years, we never shall, 
never can settle it, I do not believe there are 
ten Senators on this floor who believe that the 
gentleman is entitled to a seat here; and I am not 
willing to postpone the question, send him home, 
to come back here at the next session with mile- 
age, and have all the difficulties brought up 
again. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. [ ought, perhaps, to make 
a suggestion in answer to the Senator from Ten- 
nessee. Ihave stated that the only object I had 
in having the subject considered, was, that the 
State of New Elampshire might, if she thought 
proper, Nave an opportunity of presenting testi- 
mony which the Committee on the Judiciary have 
not had—testimony which would give an entirely 
different character to the adjournment of the 
Legislature from what they seem to have assumed 
in their report it has. The Senator from Ten- 
nessee seems to apprehend that this case involves 
a question that has once been decided. It in- 
volves the question which waa presented as to the 
right of the Vermont representation by the Hon. 
Samuel S. Phelps, who claimed a representation 
here for his State under an appointment made by 
the Governor of Vermont during the recess of the 
Legislature. The same right of representation is 
now claimed, by virtue of a similar appointment, 
made by the Governor of New Hampshire by : 
thai State. Twenty-six Senators, not a majority 
of the whole Senate, voted against and defeated 
the claim of Vermont; but that action, although 


the first week. 
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it controls for a time the rights of Vermont, does 
not deprive her-of:her constitutional rizht of rep- 
resentation, or destroy in any degree the right 
which New Hampshire claims to representation 
on this floor. Claims under the Constitution can- 
not be adjudicated in that way, even by a unan- 
imous vote of the Senate. As well may we say 
that the principles involved in the riverand harbor 
bill, since the bill. passed against our votes, ère ' 
settled, and forever adjudicated, and as often as 
they arise in other bills, we are therefore pre- 
cluded from voting against them, as to say that. 
those who in principle voted for the rights of Ver- 
mont. shall give up their principles, and vote 
against the rights of New Hampshire, in con- |; 
sequence of a former decision. ra 
No, sir; as often as cases arise which raise 
questions involving the same constitutional right, 
it is their duty and privilege to reiterate and sus- 
tain these principles by their vows arid votes. | 
The first question, then, for consideration in this || 
case, was properly raised by the chairman of the |; 
Committee on the Judiciary, in his minority re- |; 
port, when he says ‘ the question depends on the 
construction given to the words ‘until the next | 
meeffng of the Legislature,’ ” contained in the Con- | 
stitution, whether they are limited in their appli- ; 
cation to the appointing power, or have reference |! 
also to the duration or term of office conferred by | 
the appointment. The report of the committee | 
which denied the Vermont right of representation, | 
fave to Vermont that right during the session of | 


T 


i 
| 
i 


| 
| 
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er Legislature next succeeding jan Executive : 
appointment. They said that, forlthe purpose of | 
making an election,the Legislature had the whole 
session to consult and deliberate, and act upon it; 
and that the seat of the appointee was not vacated, 
his appointment did not expire until the legislative | 
session expired, and was closed. Finding fault, 
therefore, as New Hampshire did, with the report 
which excluded Judge Phelps from his seat, they } 
found in the last clause of that report enough to | 
give her the right of representation, as she believed, 
until her legislative session expires, and to induce 
her to instruct me not to leave my seat here until 
that question was raised. I have raised it with 
extreme delicacy, and against my own wishesand 
feelings. However much I shall always remem- 
ber, and be grateful for, the kind courtesy with 
which I have been treated here, [ have long refused 
every effort an extension of my term of duty here, 
believing for that { had holier and higher duties, | 
arising out of my delicate and failing health, and 
my family, which required that I should attend to 
them. But T have not felt at liberty to omit to do 
anything to save to New Hampshire the right of | 
representation here; for she believes she is con- 
stitutionally entitled to it. 

But Iam not vain enough to stand here and 
undertake to detain the Senate in the discussion 
of that question, thinking that I can throw any 
new light upon that part of the case. It has been | 
ably discussed in an argument by the honorable | 
Mr. Phelps, which we believe has never been 
answered. We believe it tọ be unanswerable, and | 
we believe that if the case is revised, the decision | 
will some time be reversed. 

But we do not stand there, and my duty at this 
time has not led me to ask that the consideration 
of the report may be delayed, for the purpose | 
which the honorable Senator from Tennessee sug- 
gests, that I might receive more pay. I can say 
to that Senator that | shall not appear here for 
more pay. If New Hampshire feelggan interest | 
inthis question, enough to present the facts in re- 
gard to the adjournment of our Legislature, which 
will satisfy the Senate that, under the decision al- | 
ready made, she is entitled to representation here, | 
itis herright to claim it. ‘If she does not do that, | 
F can say to the honorable Senator that I claim no | 


H 
i 


| 


pay, no right of representation. Í am anxious to || 


disabuse the minds of those who entertain the | 
opinion, if there be such, that I am a hanger-on | 
here for place and pay. I disclaim any such pur- | 
pose, I despise it; but I also despise that policy 
which would induce me to leave my seat without | 
a fair and proper expression, on the part of the 
Senate, in regard to the rights of New Hampshire. : 
That | claim for my State, not for myself. I 
have claimed it under the most reasonable cireum- 
stances which I could. It came up here late. The 
committee have availed themselves of such facts 
in regard to the adjournment as they have bedi 
able to get. A copy of the Journal was produced 


: tion under the appointment of the Executive is 
as perfect as it has ever been. There seems || 
nothing to be supplied, or which can be rendered | 


‘the Legislature of New Hampshire has not, as 


GLOBE. _ 
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| as early as possible, showing an.unconditional ad- 


journment. The copy which isin the report of the 
Judiciary Committee shows that the regular session 
of the New Hampshire Legislature commenced 
ilast-June; and that it was continued regalarly, 
| with short adjournments, until they adjourned last. 
; Month to the last Wednesday of May next—toa 
| day certain and definite. 


ij 


this fact—and an absolute unconditional adjoarn- 
ment to this day, the last legislative day of the 

ear in which the present members of the State 

egislature can legislate beforé their legislative 
! functions are required to be dissolved by the Gov- 
ernor. On that record, under the decision made, 
New Hampshire believes her right to representa- 


| 
| 


i 
| more clear by argument. A court commences 
its regulat session to-day, and for its convenience 
adjournsfrom day to day, or for weeks or months, 
not extending its adjournments into a session 
established by law, the business doneat the differ- 
ent periods of adjournment is regarded as of one 


the General Court of New Hampshire, as their 
Legislature is called, adjourns from time to time, | 
as their business may require; and unless it ad- | 


the adjournments are but a continuation of the 
same session, are regarded and described as of the 
same session, and are so in fact. It was so ad- 


The record under the seal of the State shows | 


and the same session, and in law butone day. So | 


journs over to the next session fixed by law, all ji 


7 
|| the adjournment made by the Legislature, if their 
adjournment was with an expectation that there 
would be more business at the future period. It is 
like all other adjoarnments; and in regard to that 
matter, | do not now wish to trouble the Senate 
any further than te say that the understanding of 
that adjournment by the-Legislature, which they 
would be very glad to show, if they show a case 
here at all, was that it continued their session to 
the day to which they adjourned, and that that 
adjournment, like similar adjournments by all 
| other courts, kept their session alive up to the day 
fixed by the adjournment. A court holds its regu- 
lar session, if you please, to-day... For its con- 
venience it adjourns from day to day, from week 
"to week, or from month to month; but provided it 
does not adjourn until the next regular session 
fixed by Jaw, itis a continuation ofthe term of the 
court up tb the time to which it adjourns, and in 

law, and in fact, it is but one day. So the ad- 
i| jcurnment of the New Hampshire Legislature, 
| which is the general court of the State, so styled, 
|} commenced their session on the firs. Wednesday 

of June last. They transacted such business ag, 
they thought proper from day to day, and from 
week to week; and under an apprehension that 
| there might be other business before it was safe to 
adjourn the session without day, or to dissolve 
or disorganize it, for the purpose of retaining their 
organization, for the purpose of keeping the ses- 
sion in being for the transaction of business, that- 
they may, whenever’they assemble in the same 
political capacity, officered and organized as they 


t 
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mitted by representatives in our last Legislature, | 
in their debates; and to hold their. right of repre- 
sentation here under the Executive appointment, | 


Senate. Indeed, it is difficult to understand how | 
we can go beyond the record of an absolute ad- : 
journment to a fixed day, to impeach the validity 
of that adjournment by other transactions discon- | 
nected with it, and of which I am satisfied your | 
committee have taken an erroneous view, occasion- | 
ed probably from not having all the facts connected } 
with the transaction before them. If time is 

given, the State, Lam confident, will present suf- 

ficient facts to satisfy even the committee, that 


they say in their report, adjourned sine die, but 
its organization is kept ups and is continued in fall 
life and being, with power and purposes of action, | 
on the last Wednesday of May next. 

Mr. COOPER. l desire to ask one question 
for information. Is not the mode of adjournment 
adopted by the Legislature of New Hampshire at 
its late session the ordinary method of. final ad- 
Lek ae Do they not always adjourn in that 
wa 

Mr. WILLIAMS. They ordinarily adopt that 
mode of adjournment, but they do not Adopt it as 
a sine die adjournment. The committee are mis- | 
taken about the facts in regard to that point, and 
they must have got them from other sources than 
the record, The Legislature supposed that the 
record was the only evidence they need furnish; | 
and under that view they have furnished eviderice 
showing an adjournment to a day certain; but the 
committee, in consequence, | suppose, of the fact | 
about which the gentleman from Pennsylvania has | 
inquired, that they are in the habit of adjourning 
to that day, were disposed to regard it as a close 
of their labors, and an adjournment, as they say, 
sine die, which is a contradiction of the record. 
The record showsan adjournment, in the ordinary 
way,toa day certain. 

Mr. COBPER, 1 desire to inquire of the Sen- 
ator whether it is not always to a day certain 
when the adjournment is final? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. New Hampshire has con- 
sidered it a safe and proper way .of adjourn- 
ment to adjourn to a day certain. The Legis- | 
lature have done so; and the committee seem to 
have inferred from that circumstance that the busi- 
ness of the Legislature was finished; and they 
say, in their report, that it appears the business 
was finished. The business which the Legisiature 
chbse to transact at that period was undoubtedly 
finished so far that they thought it best to adjourn; 
: but they did not- say that their business was fin- 


business was finished, and there was nothing left 
which they could do at. the adjourned session, I 


according to the decision already made by the | 


ished, or that they did not intend to do any Sg 
į ness at the adjourned session; but, even if the | 


are, proceed to transact business, have thought 
proper to adjourn to a day certain. 

After that proceeding, we suppose that what 
ever may have been their previous conduct, or 
their own tacit understanding, or whether they 
may omit to attend in pursuance of that adjourn- 
ment or not, has nothing to do with the adjourn- 
ment, and can in no way impeach its validity. 
We do not know, in fact, how this matter is to 
be understood and settled, except by the record. 
We know of no authority to go beyond the record 
in order to determine this question. The record 
shows that the adjournment was nothing but an 
adjournment to a day certain. We believe that 
the committee, in saying that the adjournment 
was conditional, as if the business of the session 
was finished, and then presuming that the business 
was finished, and that it was, therefore, an ad- 
jougnment sine die, have drawn an inference which 
they would not have done, if they were in posses- 
sion of all the facts. 

My wish is, that the Senate may be possessed 
ofall the facts. I wish the Senate to give the State 
of New Hampshire an opportunity to present the 
facts, if they conclude to present them. They will, 
and they can show them; and I believe, from the 
information which I have received by letters, that 
they feel an interest not to be deprived of their con- 
stitutional right of representation here. Whether 
they get it or not, they can show that this adjourn- 
ment was not a sine die adjournment; that it was 
not a mere formal or technical adjournment, as 
seems to be apprehended by the committee; but 
an adjournment in good faith, in the expectation 
of transacting business at the time to which they 
stand adjourned. We supposed, from the inform- 
ation we had from the committee, that the com- 
mittee believe that to be a material and a control- 
ling fact, and one that would guide them. That is 
what we claim under this application, . 

If I had taken any course which would tend to 
deprive them of an opportunity of showing that, 
if they desired, it would have been, in my judg- 
ment, a dereliction of duty. {have been gratified 
with the opportunity which has been affordeil me 
of making this statement. If the case could be 
disposed of in a way which would give the State 
of New Hampshire an opportunity of showing 
this, if they desired it, I should feel relieved; Í 
should feel as if the rights of a sovereign State 
had been at least more respected than they were 
in the summary decision of their application made 
at five o'clock this morning. Other gentlemen 
wish to discuss this matter. Gentlemen who 
claim this right, which was claimed by Vermont, 
to be a perfect right of representation for New 
Hampshire, have said to me that whenever the 
| question came up they.wished to discuss 1t again, 
and that they should do.it with. great confidence 
that the decision then made would be overruled. 
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| apprehend that fact would not,in any way, affect 


Whether that may be the action of the Senate or 
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not, I, in justification of the claim made here for 
New Hampshire, have stated that if the facts in 
regard to that adjournment be shown, I have per- 
fert confidence that the minds of the Judiciary 
Committee will be changed, 1 say this, knowing 
what their decision was, and it was upon that 
point that New Hathpshire relied rather than upon 
any change of opinion in the Senate since the 
decision of Judge Phelps’s case. 

Mr. BAYARD. The question now is on post- 
ponement, and I will confine my remarks to it. 
The honorable gentleman from New Hampshire 
asks for the postponement of this matter on two 
grounds. One is with a view to review the decis- 
ion of this body made at the present session, after 
a prolonged argument, in which the majority of 


_ the Senate decided the principle which the Judi- 


ciary Committee supposed to govern this case. 
Sir, fam no stickler for precedents in reference to 
the decision of legislative bodies; but it is evident 
that the body will not change; the individuab 
members will not change materially during the 
existing Congress, and therefore there is no prob- 
ability that any further discussion would enlighten 


-us on that subject, or change a vote in the Senate. 


The other ground is, that there are facts to be 
ascertained. Now,I have been unablé to ascer- 
tain how any fact which could change the deter- 
mination of the Senate enters intothis case. We 
have had before us the constitution of New Hamp- 
shire. We have had before us the effect of the 
adjournment——the fact that, by that constitution, 
the day after that to which the Legislature have 
adjourned, they are dissolved, of necessity, by 
the very terms of the constitution. We therefore 
supposed that, no matter what might be proved, 


it could not alter the state of the case arising out || 


of the constitution and existing laws of the State. 

Further, I may say that, if Fam not mistaken, 
the election in New Hampshire takes place before 
the fourth Wednesday of May. If that be so, 
the effect of holding this case over would be 
that, though the adjournment was to the fourth 
Wednesday of May, we should allow a repre- 
sentation, which was elected anteriorly, to act on 
this matter, when the constitution evidently in- 
tends that it shall be acted on by one chosen sub- 
sequently, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on postponing the further consideration of the 
subject to the first Monday in December next. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to amend the motion, 
SO as to postpone until the second Monday ia De- 
cember, ' 

Mr. STUART. I think we have heard about 
the substance of the statement of the gentleman 
from New Hampshire, and we had better dispose 
the subject now. 

Mr. CASS. I suppose there is not a member 
on this floor who has not looked at the subject, 
and determined how he will vote. It is therefore 
a mere question of time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Linsiston my motion. 

The motion was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


now recurs on the motion to postpone until the | 


firs. Monday of December, on which question the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted— 
yeas li nays 37; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 
of lowa, Douglas, Houston, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Mal- 
lory, Pertif, Sebastian, and Toombs—Lf. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atlen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bright, Brod- 
head, Brown, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, 
Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Hunter, 
James, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, 
Rockwell, Rusk, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Themp- 


son of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Wade, | 


Walker, and Weller—37. 
So the motion was rejected. 


The report of the Committee on the Judiciary 
was then concurred in. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION 


Mr. MALLORY. 
Senate the report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of gre two Houses, on 
the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending June 30, 1855. The 
Senate recede from almost all their amendments 
except that one touching naval reform, and that 
is the only difficulty in the way. I submit the 
report to the Senate for its instructions to the 
committee. 


BILE. 


I desire to submit to the | 
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| except this one. That is all I wish to say before 


: shall be $4,008 per annum. 


‘insert: 


The Secretary read the report, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses on the hill making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year | 


is to strike out ‘officers’ quarters, and other 
| b 

t 
ending the 30th of June, 1855, having met, after i 


works.” 


The amendments from which it is proposed that 
the Senate recede, are as follows: 

The ninth, which was to insert: 

And that the sum of $100,000 be, and the sameis hereby, 
appropriated for the establishment of a naval depot on the 
right bauk of the river Mississippi in descending, at. the 

‘That the Senate concur in the amendment of the Hous. j; Site how owned and held by the United States for that pur- 
of Representatives to the eighth amend.neatof the Senate il ei near the city of New Orleans, and for such buildings 

That the Senate recede from its firstamendment, ane ti 204 Improvements as may be judged necessary for the ac- 
adopt a substitute therefor as follows: That at the navy. {I commodation of the United States vessels of war in that 
yard at San Francisco, the pay of the commander shall b. quarter. . ‘ 
$3,500 per annum ; one civil engineer, 34,000 per annum; || The thirteenth, which was to add: 
and the pay of the navy agent, who shall discharge the | Sec. $. And be it firther enacted, That the existing law 

} 


Antias of both purser and navy agent, shall be $4,000 per ii limiting the number of officers of the Navy of the United 
nnum. 


States, be so far modified as to entitle the officers belongi 
Th: act Ae: pang i 8 3 0 o Offic 3 ng 
Phat the Senate recede trom its ninth, thirteenth, four- |! to the nz vy of Texas at the time of aunexation, to the pay 


penth sixtee 5 A it 7 g a 

teenth, and sixteenth amendments. j of the officers of the Navy of the United States on leave of 
Mr. HUNTER. It seems that the joint com- |; absence up to the present time: Provided, The number of 

mittee have not agreed. The report of the com. || Seh officers shall nobexceed sight: 

mittee of conference is an entire thing, and we And the sixteenth, which was to add: 


cannot concur in part. We must act on the whole And be it further enacted, That naval pursers shall here- 
or none | after be styled paymasters ; and all lawa, rules, and regula- 
H d tions applying to pursers shall apply to them as pay masters : 


. The PRESI DING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER |; Provided, That this change of name shall not be held to 
in the chair.) On the face of the report there || affect their rank, pay, or duties. 
does not seem to be any difficulty at all. f GEORGE M. BENTLEY. ; 


Mr. PEARCE. I understand that the difi- |} On motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, the Senate, 
culty is in regard to the amendment respecting |! as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
naval reform. That seems to be an insuperable || sider House bill for the relief of George M. Bent- 
difficulty in the way of an agreement. fn order ley, of the State of Indiana, the object of which is 
to bring the matter to a test, 1 propose that the |! to direct the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
Senate instruct their conferees to recede from that ‘| name of George M. Bentley, of the State of Indi- 


amendment. i 3. SNO k 
|i ana, upon the list of invalid pensioners, at the rate 
Mr.MALLORY. The Senate has receded from |) of eight dollars per month, from January 1,1854, 


| 

: 1 
all its amendments upon the call of the House, | 
1 


full and fres conference, have agreed to recom- 
mend, and do recommend, to their respective 
Houses, as follows: 


i and to continue during his natural life. 
J || Bentley was a private in company H, third 
the vote is taken. , ij regiment Indiana volunteers, served in Mexico 
The question being taken on the motion of Mr. į 
Pearce, it was agreed to. So it was 


Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Senate 
be instructed to recede from the folowing amendment of | 
the Senate to the said bill: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States, within thirty days from the passage 
hereof, shall assemble a naval board, to consist of three | 
captains, two commanders, and two lieutenants, which } 
board shal] investigate the conduet, character, and standing | 
of all the officers of the grades of captains, commanders, 
lieutenants, passed midshipmen, and masters in the line of | 
promotion ; and shall ascertain and report to the Secretary 
of the Navy, under such rules and regulations as he may 
prescribe, every officer of said grades that said board shall |} “> : 
deem incom “sit ør disqualified to discharge promptly | siderable length of time. i ; 
his whole duty ashore and afloat. And in every case the || Wholly restored, he returned to the discharge of 
said bgard shall report, in two separate classes, such offi- j! hig duty; the swelling returned, and continued 


cers as the interests of the service require should be dis- |) Ta ri A n on the li . 
missed, and such as should be placed out of the line of |! until incurable ulcers broke out upe he limb 


promotion, with its reasons for the same: Provided, That |; He is now wholly disabled from providing for 

upon said board, officers shall not investigate, vote, or re- || himself and his family by manual labor. Before 
port upon oder aea sanior grade. ates: | entering the service of the United States he was a 

pou the return of the reports of the hoard to the Secre- |! À ilstan thesere 
tary of the Navy, he shall, so far aa the President shall ap- 1; sound and very, robust peg N hilat th t hi 

prove the same, cause those officers who may be reported {| Vice he was temperate and very attentive to his 
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for dismissal to be dismissed the service with six months’ |; duties. This claim was submitted to the Pension 
sea service pay; and those who may be reported for with. {f Office and rejected, for the reason that there was 
drawal from. tie line of promotion, to be so withdrawn upon j not the testimony of any person who was imme- 


oné fifth their sea- service pay respectively, tobe determined į : bs 
and approved by the President: Provided, That passed mid- No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
; g i reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
in the second class, shall be dropped fram the service, and 
shall thereupon reecive one year’s sea- service pay. 
i ihetlatl regu $ CHEROKEE TREATIES. 
Secretary may direct, and he sha ascertain, in such man or] i in ego- 
ner as hemay deem jast and expedient, the services, stand- Mr. HOUSTON submitted the followi gr 
and submit the samce to the board for its better iuformation : i sent, and agreed to: 
Provided, That the promotions which may be made in |} Resolved by the Senate of the United States, That the 
i k 
duce the grade of commander to seventy, which shall here- |! : seedings of the different boards 
te 2 i x i! amine the records dnd proceedings of the T 
after be the number of said grade. i $ t 
| claims under the Cherokee treaty of New Echota, madein 
now be received and acted on. I present it. | 1835, and the supplemental articles added in 1836, and report 
The first amend ment of the Senate was to insert: || treaties have been carried out and complied with on the 
art of the two contracting parties, and whether the inde- 
commander shall be Ol perannum; the pay of one store- | 
keeper, $3,500; one civil engineer, $4,000; one draughts: | 
| 


yay which shall not be more than three fifths, nor Jess than x sa ` 
on ei oh diately present when the injury was first received. 
shipmen and masters in the line of promotion so reported 
read a third time, and passed. 
‘The said board shall be convened and regulated as the 
ing, and character of the officers of the grades aforesaid, || lation; which was considered by unanimous con- 
consequence of such dismissals and withdrawats shall re- {5 Attorney General of the United States be required to ex- 
| of commissioners appointed by the President, to adjudicate 
Mr. MALLORY. I suppose the report can 
to the Senate at its next session the manner in which those 
That at the navy-yard at San Francisco tRe pay of th p ( t 
n ò fon | pendence and free action and deliberations of the different 
| boards of commissioners appointed under the seventeenth 
man, who shall be clerk to engineer, $2,000; one clerk to | article of the treaty of 1835, was trespassed upon iM Nera 
the storekeeper, $2,000; one navy agent, $4,000; one clerk {| tions issued from the affice of Indian Affairs; whether, in 
to navy agent, $2,000. ii the opinion of the Attorney General, those instructions 
i ‘| issued to the boards were or were not conformable to the 
| treaties; whether the session of the board was interrupted 
i and broken up at any time by instructions or orders issued 
i 
i 
1 
i 
t 
i 
H 


The committee of conference propose to substi- 
tute for it the following: | 
That at the navy-yard at San Francisco, the pay of the | 
commander shall be $3,500 per annum, one civil eugineer, | 
$41,000 per annum; and the pay of the navy agent, who | 
shall discharge the daties of both purser and navy agent, 


from the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; 
whether any claims were allowed and paid by the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs without the adjudication of ie 
board of commissioners; whether the i board of gom- 
: missioners undertook, after their commission bad expired, 
to annul adjudications previously made, and make otherre~ 
Jectionsand allowances after their conimission had expired 5 
| whether the commissioners, without authority of law, ap- 
pointed agents and sent them into ine Cherokee country to 
1 value property, allowing them campeusation, charging the 
i same to, and paying them out of the fmds appropriated to 
` HH pay claims provided for, under the different articles of the 
The amendment of the House to this amendment || trenty of 1835 and 18363 whether aay part of these appro- 
—in which itis proposed that the Senate concur— || priations had been withheld froma the Cherokees, or have 


The eighth amendment of the Senate was to | 
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y-yard, San Fra For continuing the black. 
shop, carpenter store house, wharf, officers 
quarters, and other works, £200,000. 
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een improperly applied; whether, in the opinion of the 
Attorney. General, the said treaty and the supplement bave 
been faithfully, and in good faith carried into execution on 
the part of the United States, agreeably to the letter and 
spirit; and whether anything yet remains to be done by the j| 
United States fully to comply with her obligations to the |! 
Cherokees, growing out of, and provided for by, the treaties |; 
of F817, 1819; and 1835 and 1835; also all treaties affecting 
the sights of the Cherokees who inhabited and were located 
inthe country west of the Mississippi. 4 


EXTENSION OF THE SESSION TO MONDAY. | 


A message was receivéd from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that they had agreed to the resolu- 
tion of the Senate extending the time for the ad- || 
journment of Congress, with an amendment, in 
which they requested the Senate’s concurrence. 

The original resolution of the Senate was as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, (the House of Representative concurring,) 
That the time fixed by the resolution of the Ist July for the 
adjournment of the present session of Congress be, and the 
same is hereby, exteuded to Monday next, the 7th instant, 
at twelve o’clock, m. 

The House amended it by striking out all after 
the word “ to,” and inserting: 

Monday, August 7, at eight o’clock, a. m. : Provided, || 
That no motion other than one to adjourn shall be taken by 
either House after the hour of four o’cloek, p. m., this day. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


RECIPROCITY TREATY. 


The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had passed a bill to carry into. 
effect the treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain, signed on the 5th of June, 1854, 
in which they requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill was read twice by its tile; and, 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider it ag in Committee of the 
Whole. a 

its object is to authorize the President of the 
United States, whenever he shall have sufficient 
evidence that the Imperial Parliament of Great 
Britain, and the Provincial Parliaments of Canada, 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Ed- 
-ward’s Island, shall have passed laws to give full 
„effect to the provisions of the treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain, signed 5th Juife, 
“4854, to issue a proclamation declaring that he 
has such evidence, and thereupon, from the date 
of his proclamation,. the articles enumerated in 
-the treaty, being the growth and produce of Can- 
ada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince 
Edward’s Island, shall be introduced into the 
“United. States free of duty, so long as the treaty 
Yemains in force, subject, however, to be sus- 
‘pended in relation to the trade of Canada on the 
conditions mentioned in the fourth article of the 
treaty, and all other conditions of the treaty. * || 

It also provides that, whenever the Province of 
New Foundland shal) give its consent to the terms || 
of the treaty and whenever the Legislature thereof, 
and the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, pass 
the necessary laws for that purpose, the enumer- 
„ated articles may be introduced, free of duty, into 
the United States from that Province. 

Mr. PEARCE. Iftisnot myintention to inter- 
pose any parliamentary objection to the passage 
of this bill, and still less is it my intention to 
argue against the provisions of the bill, But | 
“am not willing that it shall be passed without 
making it known publicly that neither the treaty, 
nor the bill consequent upor it, meets my appro- 
bation. I am utterly opposed to them. I wish 
that to be known. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a į 
third time, and passed. 


MATTHEW JACK. 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, the Senate, as in 
, Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
Fiouse bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain 


| the Committee on the Judiciary. 
jastice. 


“Matthew Jack, deceased, which had been reported |; 
from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, | 
with an amendment. ji 

The object of the bill is to direct the Secretary i 
of the Treasury to pay to the heirs of Captain | 

Jack, of the Penneyiyania line of the Continental |i 
establishment in the revolutionary war one year’s | 

“extra pay of a captain, as promised by resolves | 

| 


“of Congress, together with the interest on the 
fame, ` 


The amendment of the committee, which was 


to strike out ‘together with the interest on the 
same,” was agreed to. ; 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
the amendment was concurred in, and ordered to 
be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 


i The bill was read a third time, and passed. 


ROBERT F. AND LOVISA m’GUIRE. 


Gn motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
House bill ** for-the relief of Robert F. McGuire 
and Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Lamy.” 

It proposes to confirm their ttle to a certain 
tract of land in the State of Louisiana, containing 
four hundred arpents, situate in and being a part 
of the “ Baron de Bastrop grant,” being the same 
tract to which McGuire and wife derived their 
title from.the conveyance of A. Morehouse, dated 
April 17, 1809; but this grant is to be considered 
only as a relinquishment of title on the part of the 
United States to the tract, and notto prejudice the 


| rights of third persons. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


CLERICAL FORCE IN THE LAND OFFICE. 


Mr. STUART, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
“ to enable the Secretary of the Interior to retain 
the present force in the General Land Office till 
the next session of Congress; which was read 
twice, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to retain the temporary force now em- 
ployed in the General Land Office until the next 
session of the present Congress, to enable him to 
adapt the land system to the provisions of the 
graduation act of the present session. 

‘The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed, was read a third 
time, and passed. 


JULIA AIKEN. 


On motion by Mr. SUMNER, the bill of the 
House for the relief of Julia Aiken was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to pay to 
Julia Aiken, the only child of William Yool, who 
died in the naval service of the United States in 
the year 1801, on her sole and separate receipt, 


and for her sole use and control, the amount of | 


pension she would have been entitled to receive 
under the provisions of the act of March 3, 1837, 
if her claim had been allowed while that act was 
in force. X 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed, 


THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES. 


Mr. BUTLER. I ask the Senate to take up 
House bill ‘for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 


| Jones, surety for a former postmaster at Norfolk, 


Virginia.” It was unanimously agreed upon by 
Ít is an act of 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, considered the bill. 
It provides that a certain judgment rendered in 
1842, against Thomas Ap Catesby Jones and 
Duncan Robertson, as sureties for Walter F. 
Jones, formerly postmaster at Norfolk, Virginia, 
for $4,387 09, on account of the defaleation of the 
postmaster as such, shall be declared satisfied, in 
so far as the sureties, or either of them, are. liable 
thereon. it also provides that $2,500 heretofore 
paid by T. A. C. Jones, through his agent, on 
the judgrnent, shall be refunded. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


STATISTICAL INFORMATION. 


Mr. MALLORY. I move that the Senate take 
up for consideration the bill which I introduced a 
week since, “to amend the act requiring foreign 
regulations of commerce to be laid annually before 
Congress,” approved the 16th of August, 1842, 
and for other purposes,” 

‘Mr. TOOMBS. I hope that bill will be taken 
up.. It is one which directs the Secretary of State 
to gather valuable information which will be use- 
ful to the country. 

Mr. MALLORY. Thereis g favorable report 


i 
i 


l deceased, as near 
li one hundred and*twenty-three and twelve one- 


from the Department of-State recommending this 
bill; and it is important that it should be passed. 

Mr. TOOMBS. We ought to do something 
for the public, when we have been doing so much 
for private claimants. I hope the motion of the 
Senator will be agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill, 

It provides that, in order to enable the Depart- 
ment of State to make the report mentioned in the 
act of August 16, 1842, at the commencement of 
every session of Congress, it shall be the duty 
of the respective ministezs, consuls, commercial 
agents, and other officers of the United States in 
foreign countries, to proeure and transmit te the 
Department authentic statistical accounts of such 
countries, and information as to ship-building, 
shipping, navigation, seamen, tariffs of duties 
apon exports and imports, pilotage, port dues, and 
other like charges, harbor regulations, and all laws 
and regulations relating to trade and commerce, 
and also as to improvements in the mechanical 
arts, and in agriculture, and likewise in reference 
to all other subjects the Department may direct. 
The reports of the officers are to be made in such 
manner and form and timeas the Department shal} 
prescribe; and-when the publication of any such 
information shall be deemed to be of public utility, 
the Department may publish itas it may deem best. 

To enable the Department to reimburse the offi- 
cers for expenses, they may necessarily incur, 
under its authority and instructions, the sum of 
$20,000 is to be appropriated annually,so long as 
the act shall remain in force; and it is made the 
duty of the Secretary of State, with the. annual 
report, to state the particulars of the expenditures, 
and also to report the names of any of the officers 
who have been remiss in their duty enjoined by 
the act. 

The President of the United States is to cause 
to be prepared full and particular statements and 
tables, from the organization of the Government 
to the 30th of June, 1854, and of each year, and 
of each port, district, and State, as nearly as prae- 
ticable, of the imports ‘and exports, (domestic 
and foreign,) quantity and value, whence imported 
or whither exported, the duties thereon when im- 
ported into the United States, what entered subject 
te drawback, debentures paid, goods warehoused, 


| and the number and class of sailing, steam, and 


all other vessels in foreign, coasting, river, lake, or 
casual trade, or in whale or cod or mackerel fish- 
eries, the tonnage thereof, and of light-houses, 
and of the coast survey, and of seamen‘and. boys 
in each kind of trade, and of marine hospitals and 
hospital money, and of the post offices and post 
roads, and of the improvement of rivers and har- 
bors and internal improvements, and of the ju- 
diciary, and of the public debt, direct taxes, and 
of the receipts and expenditures of each branch 
| of the Federal Government, and generally of the 
agricultural, mineral, and commercial resources 
‘of each of the United States; to be compiled in 
‘such mode, form and manner, as he shall deem 
expedient, and with such comparative statements, 
; notes, and references, as may be proper to eluci- 
date the same. The work is to be submitted to 
į Congress as early as practicable. And to enable 
| it o be prepared, the sum of $20,000 is appropri- 
i ated, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


BENJAMIN METOYER. 


On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, theSenate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
House bill for the relief of the legal heirs of Ben- 
| jamin Metoyer, which had been reported, without 
; amendment, from the Committee on Private Land 
| Claims. , 

It proposes to authorize Benjamin Metoyer, of 
Natchitoches parish, Louisiana, to enter for him- 
self and the other heirs of Benjamin Metoyer, 
may be by legal subdivisions, 


hundredths acres of land, out of any public lands 


| belonging to the United States. 


No amendment being proposed, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 

CHARLES PAVIE. ` 
On motion by Mr. SLIDELL., the Senate, as in 


1854. 


Committee of tne Whoie, proceeded to consider 
the House bil! for the relief of the legal represent- 
atves of Charles Pavie, 

It proposes to authorizs the Commissioner of 


. the General Land Office to correct the error in the 


description of the claim for land by Charles Pavie 
(No. 37) in the report of the register and receiver 
of the land office at Ouachita, Louisiana, dated 
July 24, 1837, and confirmed by the act entitied 
«An act confirming certain land claims in Lou- 
isiana,” approved July 6, 1842, and to have it 
located on the south or right side of Red river de- 
ascending, not exceeding the quantity claimed and 
confirmed; but this is only to operate as a quit 
claim on the part of the United States. 


“The bill was reported to the Senate without || 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


JOHN S. KING. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate, as in |; 


Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from, the Elouse of Representatiyes, for the 
relief of John S. King, of Virginia, which directs 


the Secretary of the Interior to place on the pen- | 


sion roll the name of J. S. King, and canse to be 


for and during the term of his natural life; to cora- 
mence from the Ist of January, 1853. 


Jobn S. King was drafted and mustered into | 
the service of the United States at Knoxville, | 


Tennessee, in November, 1814; he served six 
months in Mobile and elsewhere, acting against 
the British naval forces; on his return home, and 


before his discharge, he was seized with violent | 


fever, and had to remain where he was attacked 
for sume time; the disease settled into his limbs 
and crippled him from that time to the present, 
and he is now totally disabled. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, was read 
a third time, and passed. 


HENRY S. SANFORD. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the i 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded i} 
to consider Senate bill for the relief of Henry'S. | 


Sanford. 
It authorizes the payment to H. S, Sanford, 
late acting chargé d’affaires of the United States 


‘at Paris, of $6,223 82, the amount of the difference | 
between the salary received by him, as secretary | 
of legation at Paris, from the 14th of May, 1858, || 


to the 22d of January, 1854, and the salary of a 


chargé d’affaires for the same period, together with |: 


the usual outfit of a chargé d’affaires. 


Mr. Sanford was appointed secretary of the 


legation of the United States at Paris on the 20th 
August, 1849. 
to the 22d day of January, 1854, a period of eight 
months and eight days, he was left in charge of 
the legation as acting chargé d’affaires ad interim. 


During that period be was allowed clerk hire. In‘ 


several instances, when secretaries of legation at 


Paris have been left as chargé d’affaires, Congress | 
have allowed them outfits, though it is not a mat- ` 

> f ' 
Jv view of | 


ter of course to make such allowance. 
the importance of the mission to Paris, the neces- 
sary increase of expenses incident to the change 


from the position of secretary of legation to that | 


of chargé d’affaires, and in accordance with the 
general current of precedents in relation to diplo- 
matic agents of the United States at that court, the 
committee are of opinion that the petitioner’s claim 
for an outfit and the difference in salary between 
a secretary of legation and chargé d’affaires is 
reasonable, and should be allowed. 


The bill was reported from the Committee on | 


Foreign Relations, and was subsequently recom- 
mitted and reported back from that committee with 
an amendment to add to the bill: 


And for necessary clerk hire paid by him, while secre- ; 


tary of legation at Paris, the further sum of 31,179 63. 


The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- |, 
D 
ported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- | 
The bill was ordered to: 
be engrossed for a third reading, was read a third | 
a] D 


ment was concurred in. 


time, and passed. 
PROPERTY ACCOUNTS WITH NEW YORK. 


On motion by Mr. FISH, the Senate, as in Com- i 


eded to 
esentatives 


mittee of the Whole, pre 
bill from the House of Rer 


ing the payment of the balance of the property ; 


accounts between the United States and the State 


1 7 R9 |l i 
Trom the lath day of May, 1953, || The ship Charles Wharton was chartered by || 


| ment from President Monroe of assistant deputy 


of } 

1812.” 
| The object of the bill is to direct the Secretary 
: of the Treasury to pay to the Governor of New 


i; arising out of issues of military stores to officers 
of the United States Army, and volunteers, and 
militia in the service of the United States during 
the war with Great Britain, declared in 1819. 

; Mr, TOOMBS.. I should like to hear the re- 
' port in this case read. 

| Mr, FISH. The case was so perfectly clear 
| that the committee did not think it necessary to 
_ make a written report. During the war of 1812, 
|| there was a property account between the United 


i States and the State of New York. The credit 
‘| of the Stateof New York at that time was better 
j| than that of the Federal Government. Military 
‘| Stores were advanced by New York, and drawn 
|i by the United States for the tse of the troops. 
|: The account has been adjusted on different ocea- 
| sions, and all but finally signed; but on two dif- | 
| erent occasions, by the death of one agent or 

| another, the actual signature was delayed. Ithas 

i gone through examination, and there is a commu- 


i tee, certifying to the correctness of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
i amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
:| reading, rend a third time, and passed. 


i ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

| A message was received from the House of | 
| Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, Í 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- | 
lowing enrolled bills: 


section of the act entitled “An act granting bounty 
i] land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
;| engaged in the military service of the United 
|! States,” approved September 28, 1850; 
{| An act for the relief of Rosalie Caxillo; and 
i) An act declaring the southern boundary of New 
'| Mexico. 
i: © The Prestpenr pre tempore signed these bills. 
| SMITH, GREENE, AND FARNSWORTH. 
| The bill for the relief of Elliot Smith, William 
C. Greene, and Nathan Farnsworth, was read a 
second time, and, on motion by Mr. Maxuory the | 
' Senate proceeded to consider it as in Committee | 
of the Whole. i 
Tt proposes to direct the Secretary of War to | 
pay Smith, Greene, and Farnsworth, such sums | 
as he may find them justly entitled to receive, for 
|i their losses and services in saving the United 
States troops and stores from the ship Charles 
l Wharton, when stranded upon the bar at Tampa 
| bay, in a severe gale, in December, 1837. 


‘| the United States for the purpose of transporting 


| nearly three hundred volunteer troops, with arms, || 


provisions, baggage, and a quantity of sauer kraut, : 
from Philadelphia to Tampa Bay. 


| 
ber, 1837, she grounded on a shoal near the en- | 


perilous condition by the petitioners, who imme- | 


saving the troops, the guns, ammunition, and pri- 
! vate property of the officers. To enable him to 
! take on board of his vessel a portion of the troops, 
Captain Smith, one of the petitioners, threw over- 
 boarda part of his own cargo, consisting of bar- 
i rels of bread. One hundred and thirty of the 


: and the cargo of the said ship was taken on board 
: the schooner B. D. Jackson, and all were subse- 
: quently delivered over to the custody of officers of 
: the United States, on a requisition of the com- 
manding officer of the volunteers. The petition- 
ers, for al] these services and sacrifices, have re- 
ceived no compensation whatever. 

The claim has been before Congress since 1840, 
:and several favorable, and one adverse, reports 
! have been made upon its merits. 
i report fully admits that the facts, as stated, are 
i: sustained by Captain Rogers, of the ship Charles 
: Wharton; Captain Gatewood, of the United States 
cutter Jackson, and by Captain Evans, of the vol- 
| unteers, who wera on board at the time, and per- 
| sonally cognizant ef the facts about which they 
$ But the committee thonght that testi- 
credible upon its fate, 


itestify. Bu » 
il mony, although entirely 


, York $11,929 45, being the balance due that State, | 


A : A 4 i $ a te a | ite ft 
paid to him the sum of eight dollars per month |: nication from the Auditor’s office to the commit 


An act to repeal the first proviso of the fourth |} 


While on the | 
| voyage, and so laden, about the 20th of Decem- |; 


trance of Tampa Bay, and was found in a very |: 


: diately went to the aid of the vessel, and at great |) 
‘risk, and with much labor, aided and assisted in |, f 
| of October, 1819, in consequence of those wounds, 
l; he has heen confined to his bed, his crutches, and 
‘his staff. His sufferings have been great, beyond 


troops were taken on board the Coasting Trader, | 


The adverse | 


ship, and says, in his report, that the men were 
all taken off by the schooner Rubicon, and the 
sloop Washington. The report says, “It is ex- 
ceedingly difficult to reconcile this conflicting tes- 
|i mony,” but comes to the conclusion that the 
|! testimony of the commander of the troops ought 
li to prevail, This report was made in 1845. 

In June, 1850, General Lawson, after stating 
the circumstances which led to the error in his 
previous report, says: ‘‘ Having been made satis- 
fied by Lieutenant Peters, that the vessel which 
took the troops from the wreck to the cutter, in- 
side the bay, was the Coasting Trader, I take 
pleasure in recommending that the services of 
Captain Smith, the master, be suitably reward- 
jed.” Ads this statement removes all doubt as to 
the performance of the service, the committee re- 
port the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
‘amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CAPTAIN THOMAS PORTER. 


Mr. JONES, offowa. The Committee on Pén- 
sions have directed me to report back, with an 
amendment, House bill to provide a pension for 
Captain Thomas Porter, and to recommend its 
passage. I ask that it may now be considered. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole, 

It provides that the name of the petitioner be 
j| placed upon the pension rolls of invalid pension- 
ers, at the rate of twenty dollars per month, from 
March, 1831, taking from such amount the sum 
f or sums as have heretofore been paid to him by 
way of pension. 

Thomas Porter entered the service in Captain 
A. MeClelland’s troop of light volunteer dra- 
i goons, in October, 1812; continued in service for 
|| one year, and was severely wounded at the 
i! battle of Missinoway, on the 19th December, 
/ 1812. His horse was killed in that battle. Par- 
| tally recovering from the wound, he joined his 
;troop in the following spring, and marched to 
| Fort Meigs; was in the first siege of the fort, at 
| which place he was slightly wounded bya cannon 
| ball, the same killing a second horse for him while 
1 
| 
| 


in the attitude of mounting. He continued in the 
service till the close of the campaign, partaking in 
all the engagements of bis squadron, and termina- 
ting with the battle of the Thames, after which he 
; was discharged. Shortly after leaving the volun- 


‘| teer service he received, without solicitatioron his 
i| part, the appointment of ensign in the sixteenth 


| regiment United States infantry; and soon there- 
after, without solicitation, the additional appoint- 


quartermaster general, with orders to repair to 
Carlisle, in the State of Pennsylvania, He ac- 
cepted the appointment, and promptly repaired to 
the pest assigned him, and there continued in the 
i full discharge of his duties until peace was made. 
In the winter of 1814 and 1815 he felt serious in- 
convenience from the wounds he had previously 
received, and was confined to his bed for some 
weeks in consequence thereof. From the month 


‘ithe power of language to express. The greater 
! part of the thigh bone below where the ball passed 
‘has been extracted, and has left great inflamma- 
‘tion, and a constant running sore. The Army 
| surgeons testify to the disability, and believe that 
it was brought on by severe service and exposure 
‘in the winter of 1814 and 1815. The muster-roll 
i has a note, showing that Captain Porter had his 
horse killed at Fort Meigs, his saddle, holsters, 
and pistols torn to pieces, and that heimmedistely 
|| supplied himself with another horse. And there 
H js abundant testimony going to show that Captain 

Porter served his country gallantly and faithfully 
a every position in which he was placed; that in 
i so doing he has received wounds which make him 
j an invalid for life; that he is poor and needy; that 
i the country owes him a debt of gratitude, and 
| ought to pay it liberally and pr 3 : 

The amendment ef the commitree was to add to 
the bill: «* And the amount found due, under the 
| provisions of this act, s zl! She paid ie the onildren 
i of the sad Captain Thomas Porter.” 


| 
i 
i 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


` 


. referred; and if that system is to continue, [ think 


sand harbor bill in the House of Representatives || 
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The amendment was agreed to; and the bill was | 


reported to the Senate, as amended. The amend- |; 
ment was concurred in, and ordered to be en- 

rossed, and the bill to be read a third time. The 
fin, as amendej, was read a third time, and 
passed, 


ANDREWS’S REPORT.” 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and | 
agreed to: | 


Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the Sen- 
ate, five thousand additional copies of the report of Israel 
D. Andrews, Senate Executive document No. 112, first 
session Thirty- Second Congress. 


NAVAL AND MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIA- | 


; TION BILLS. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had agreed to the report, 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing |: 
votes of the two Houses, on the bil making ap- 

ropriations for the naval service for the year end- 

ing the 30th of June, 1855. : 
, Also, that the House of Representatives had 
insisted on their disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate to the bill making appropriations for 
the transportation of the United States mail’ by 
ocean steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, had agreed to 
the conference asked by the Senate on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and 
had ‘appointed Mr. Houston, of Alabama; Mr. 
Moraan, of New York; and Mr. Powe xt, of 
Virginia, managers at the same on their part, 


SEPARATION OF MONEY BILLS. i 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the following resolution, submitted by 
him on Wednesday last: 

Resolved, That hereafter the Senate will not receive or 
consider any bill or proposition, other than the general ap- 
propriation bills for the support of the Goverument, which 
appropriates money for more than one object. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not know how far that 
resolution might go. I perceive that it applies to 
bills other than the general appropriation bills. 

Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL. I wish the honorable Senator from 
Maryland would explain his object in proposing | 

-this resolution. i | 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, a few days ago | 
-we had before us a bill making appropriations for 
various objects of internal improvement; and be- | 
eause that bill combined various appropriations, 
the charge was perhaps very correctly made against 
it, that there were many appropriations in it for 
whioh a majority of the Senate would not ‘have 
voted, if they had not been connected with theres- 
idue. The rule which I have offered will explain 
its own object. It is, that after this session, the 
Senate will not receive or consider any bill or prop- 
osition which appropriates money to more than one 
object, except the ordinary appropriation bills for 
the support of the Government. This would re- 
move all the difficulty in which we were placed the 
other day; and whenever an object was meritorious | 
in itself, the friends of that.object would have no 
difficulty in having it passed by the Senate, and 
the other branch of the National Legislature; and 
another object not meritorious in itself could not 
be passed by having it connected with those which 
were meritorious. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
upon the adoption of the resolution which I have 
proposed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TOOMBS. lam very much in favor of the 
resolution proposed by my friend from Maryland. | 
I think it will remove very many of thegreat evils 
and bad tendencies of the system to which he has 


this will put it upon a basis which will relieve it 
from very many of the bad consequences which 
might otherwise result from it. I trust, therefore, 
the Senate will adopt the rule which the honorable | 
Senator has proposed. fj 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I riseto express my | 
approbation of the rule proposed by the Senator | 
from Maryland. It is one in favor of which I | 
have long been. 1 think it is very necessary; but 
I wish to call the attention of the Senator from || 


to be amended in some way, su as to except that 
from the ‘* general appropriation bills’? mentioned 


| in his resolution. - 


Mr. PRATT. The resolution, in referring to 


i, the appropriation bills, speaks of those for the 


support of the Government. . That is sufficient. 
Mr. BELL. Mr. President, Í think this isa 
measure of too much importance to be passed with 
the little consideration which we are able to give 
to it af this period of the session. Itis not a new 
idea by any means. It bas veen insisted upon by 
the opponents of river and harbor improvements 
for some ten or fifteen years at least. We have 
not recently, till now, had the specific proposition 


| presented to the Senate; but we know that the 


honorable chairman of the Committee on Com- 


| merce (Mr, Hamun] has always been in favor of 
| such a measure; and many of the friends of the 
| river and harbor bills have been quite willing to 


agree to it, if it were practicable. The experiment 
has been made. The Senate committee, | believe, 


| at one session, reported a batch of bills separately ; 


but we found, in practice, that it would not work 
atall, Ido not say what I would do, or what 
vote I would give on such a proposition, at an- 
other session, at a different time. That might, 
perhaps, depend on the fate which the river and 
harbor bill that has just passed the two Houses 
may share at the hands of the Executive. If that 
be rejected, we shall probably know upon what 
grounds itis rejected, and thent will be the proper 
time, at the next gegsion of Congress, to consider 
the subject, and see whether this is the best and 
only practicable mode of getting appropriations 
for these objects. : 

Now, I undertake to state that, unless ina few 
instances, as a matter of personal favor, appro- 

riations for separate objects cannot be obtained. 
Loa it to the honorable Senator from Maryland 
whether, when there is such a formidable oppo- 
sition to the system entirely or to any extent, hm- 


j ited or unlimited, it will be possible any half |i 


dozen objects of this kind to get through at any 
one session of Congress? The opposition to these 
improvements is formidable, and meets every 
proposition which is presented; and unless there 
is some peculiar aspect in the case, there is always 
difficulty in getting’an appropriation through. I 
will name one case where I never found any for- 


| midable opposition in the Senate toany appropri- 


ation, Attwo Congresses in succession, the Sen- 
ate agreed, by a nearly unanimous vote, to make 
a specific and separate appropriation for the re- 
pair of the Cumberland dam, in the Ohio river. 

Mr. ATCHISON. The removal. 

Mr. BELL, No, sir, not the removal, but the 
repair. | introduced one of the bills myself, and 
they never were for the removal of the dam’, but 
for its repair, The Senate passed a bill making 
an appropriation for that object at two succes- 
sive Congresses, but it never was taken from 
the Speaker’s table in the other House. The 
favor which that proposition had in the Senate 
was founded solely on the consideration that the 
Government had contributed to interpose that ob- 
struction to commerce in the Ohio river. They 
supposed, not that it stood on any better consti- 
tutional ground than others, but on the higher 
grounds of justiceand expediency. i 

Sir, you may make as many propositions as 
you please, and if there were only three or four, 
so long as there isa formidable minority opposing 
appropriations of this description, on any ground 
whatever, you can never make this syste work. 
l have stated repeatedly in debate here during the 
last few years, that if the minority, who are op- 
posed to the policy of making appropriations for 
rivers and harbors, would acquiesce in what seems 
to be the general and settled sentiment of a major- 
ity of the people of the country, and contribute 
their aid, instead of throwing objections to the 


| passage of separate and distinct bills for each ob- 
|| Ject, we-might have a system which would be free 


from the objections that all have felt to exist to the 
present plan. 
continues, | think the proposition of the Senator 
from Maryland would be fatal to any appropri- 
ations being hereafter made for these objects. 1 


know honorable Senators, who acquire great per- | 


Maryland to one fact, and that is, that the river 


has been decided to be a general appropriation 
bill. I apprehend, therefore, his resolution ought i 


sonal favor, may, on the score of personal consid- 
erations, get separate bills through for their States. 
The honorable Senator from North Carolina had 
the address to get a pretty nearly unanimous con- 
currence of the Senate in favor of a measure for 


But as long as that opposition j 
i 


| his State. Such measures as those may succeed, 
but it will only be by that sort of influence being 
brought to bear. T'he question is, whether that 
iis any better or more commendable reason upon 

which to make these appropriations than any 
other? I do not mean the ground of that obstruc- 
| tion having been placed there by the Government, 
| but as a matter of personal favor; if that was the 
i case in regard to that appropriation; Ido not know 
| that it was. i was not aware, however, that it 
i stood on any distinct grounds. All | ask of the 
Senator from Maryland is, to let this matter lie 
over. Í should not like, at this time, to vote 
against his resolution. 1 think he had better let 
it lie over until the next session, until we can see 
on what ground wecan stand in reference to these 
appropriation. 

Mr. PETTIT. i really hope the Senator will 
consent to let this resolution lie over. There are 
a few House bills, confirming private land claims, 
which I desire very much to have passed. I hope 
| the Senatog will consent to the postponement of 
his resolution. There can certainly be no neces- 
sity for urging it now. The next session will an- 
swer quite as well. I make the appeal to him to 
| allow it to lie over. 

Mr. PRATT. Thaveno doubt, Mr. President, 
that if we sat here until this day twelve months 
| there would be a few more bills to pass. If this 
resolution be discussed now, it will have one ben- 
| eficial result. It will prevent the passage of bills 
appropriating money out of the Treasury, to the 
i reading of which no one listens, and which no 

one, except the Senator who moves to take it up, 
knows a word about. ’ We have passed forty or 
fifty bills this morning, in regard to which no one 
but the Senator who moved to take each bill up 
| knew anything at all. I think, therefore, that 
| the discussion of this measure will be a more in- 
| nocent amusement than the passage of bills with- 
| out their being understood. 

In answer to the honorable Senator from Ten- 
nessee, | beg to say to him that I never imagined, 
when I offered this resolution, nor did | advocate 
| it as containing any new idea, as he supposes. I 
| never supposed that it had not entered into the 
imagination of everybody who had had legislative 
experience, that this was an evil which it was 
greatly to be desired should be remedied. Any 
| one who has had any legislative experience will 
| admit that. It was not, therefore, offered as a new 
| idea, butas one which must have presented itself 
ito the mind of every legislator. 1 do not desire 
to prolong the discussion, although 1 think it~ 
would perhaps be the best thing we could.do; but 
as the yeas and nays have been ordered, I ask for 
the vote upon the resolution, 

Mr. PETTIT. I shall be satisfied if we can 
take the vote, a 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, we have been 
| here now twenty-six hours, with the exception of 
only three hours for sleep, and E am sure that we 
have served our country faithfully for this day, 
and for the previous day, and that it is unjust to 
ourselves, dangerous to our health, and unsafe for 
i the public, that we should now take up any new 
i and great question like this; for it is a question, 
speak of it as we may, that involves a radical 
| change in the policy of legislation upon a very 
great interest—upon an absorbing interest. We 
are not prepared to examine it with the care 
which it requires. Weought not to decide it care- 
lessly. We are soon to meet again. If we shall 
adopt the resolution, it can have no application to 
the present session; for we have no more such 
business now to do. If it had been adopted at 
| the beginning of the session, we should have had 
| the benefit of it, if there is any benefit to be de- 
rived from it; but now we shall derive none. I 
jam sure it would be wisest to postpone it. I 
therefore, concurring with gentlemen around me, 
move that the further consideration of the reso- 


Mr. CASS. If this proposition applied to all. 
general appropriation bills, in which I mean to'in- 
| clude river and harbor bills, I should be inclined 
| to treat it with more favor. I think that.all pri- 
| vate claims may very well be considered by them- 
selves; but I do not see that the objection made 
to the consideration of river and harbor objects 
: inone bill applies more in respect to that bill than 
| to a civil and diplomatic bill, or a fortification bill, 
i or any other appropriation bill, 

i IfI understand the Senator from Maryland, he 


H 
| 

f lution be postponed until next December. 
j 


I 
| 
Í 
| 
1 


ask, how do you consider a fortification bill, when 
there are twelve, or fifteen, or fifty objects em- 


braced init? How do you consider a civil and 
diplomatic bill, in which you have one handred, 
or, it may be, five hundred, different objects? If 
you go on and assume the principle that you can- 
not fairly enter into the ia vestigation of a subject, 
unless it ve in a particular bill, and on that ground 
exclude the river and harbor bill, it may as well 
be applied to every other appropriation bill. 

Now, as a practical measure, Mr. President, 
you and I know, and every Senator knows, that 
one hundred and fifty bills for one hundred and 
fifty local objects could not pass this, or any Con- 
gress. It is impossible, in the nature of things. 
I may say the same of the civil and diplomatic 
bills, If you were to separate them into separate 
and distinct items, you never would get them 
through. There should be discussion allowed, of 
course, and the subjects embraced in the bill 
should have some general relation to each other. 
The objects embraced in a river and harbor bill 
have, or ought to have, the “same relation to each 
other as the items of a civil and diplomatic bill; 
and every objection which applies to the one ap- 
plies to the other. Therefore, if the resolution is 
meant to apply so as to exclude the river and har- 
bor bill alone, I shall oppose it. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I was entirely 
misunderstood. F certainly never supposed or | 
intimated, that because eight or a dozen or a bhun- | 
dred propositions were embraced in one bill, they 
could not be considered and understood by the 
Senate. That is not the objection; but the objec- 
tion is, that, although considered and understood, 
Senators are not enabled to vete for those which 
they approve, and vote against those which they 
disapprove. 

Mr. CASS. You may say the same of the 
civil and diplomatic bill, 
Mr. PRATT. Lam willing to apply it to any 
bili. The reason why I made an exception of | 
ordinary appropriation bills is, that they are bills 
for the support of the Government, in which there | 
is no individual or sectional interest which will | 
produce like feelings and like results, as bills to 
which this resolution is intended to refer. The 
general appropriation bilis, too, are to carry out 
existing laws. Here is your War Department, 
your Navy Department, or any one of the Depart- 
ments of the Government, with a number of clerks 
employed; and the amountto be paid them is fixed 
by law. An appropriation bill is to carry on the | 
machinery of Government, There is no reason, 
therefore, that you should have a separate bill for 
each of those appropriations, to pay $1.000 to 
A,a clerk, and $1,000 to B, a clerk. There is 
no reason for putting such items in separate bills; 
but when, asin the bill which was before us a 
few days ago, we have presented in the same bill 
an appropriation of $100,000 to clear out a river 
in Virginia, and $100,000 to make a harbor on the 
lakes in New York, we, though able to decide as 
to their propriety, cannot vote against them with- 
out voting, also, against great objects which our 

judgments approve of. 

In the bill which was before us a few days ego 
there was an appropriation for the improvement | 
of the navigation of the Mississippi river. Sup- 
pose this rule should be adopted; is there a Sena- 
tor who hears me who does not know that there 
could be no successful opposition to a separate 
biil appropriating any necessary sum of money 
for the improvement of the Mississippi? In the 
same bill there was an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the harbor of Baltimore, an appro- 
priation, the expenditure of which would, in a 
single year, save to the Government more than 
treblethe amount. If that proposition was brought 
up separately, there is no Senator who can suppose 
it would meet with opposition. 

The opposition in feeling and judgment to these 
bills, on the part of members of this body and the 
country at large, grows out of the fact, not, as my 
honorable friend says, that the bill cannot beconsid- | 
ered; that is not the objection; but the objection 


is, that, although you do consider it, and although | 


you disapprove of this and the other item, yet you 
are obliged to vote for an item of which you dis. 
approve, or else lose appropriations for large 
national objects which are of more importance to 
the Government than would be the loss of esy of | 


| 
| 
ji 
| 


j 
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proper ones- 

Sir, ocenpying the position which F do in rela- 
tion to the subject of internal improvements, 
believing them to be entirely within the constitu- 
tional power of this Government, the sole ques- 
tion, as a legislator, which presents itself to me 
in one of these bills combining all these objects, 
is, whether the appropriation from the public 
Treasury to objects of national importance, objects 
really useful to the country, and promotive of the 
public interest, will do more good than the coun- 
try will be injured by the expenditure for objects 
not national and not important. You had, for 
example, in the river and harbor bill, an appro- 
priation of $1,000,000 to improve the Mississippi, 
and you had other appropriations in it which were 
of great importance to thecountry. According to 
my humble judgment, then and now, the country 


would be benefited more by the appropriation of | 


those sums of money for those national objects 
than it would be injured by the improper appro- 
priation for other objects which were included in 
1t; and, therefore, } favored that bill, though 1 
would greatly prefer to vote for the proper objects 


į disconnected from those which were not proper, 


ana which should not have been 
ill. 


Again, sir, the great benefit of this rule will be 


placed in the 


that, no matter who may be President, if you can | 


pass your bill granting an appropriation fora work 
would vote for if it stood by itself. 


I honestly 


the approval of the constituency of every Senator 
on this floor. 


Mr. PEARCE. There is a necessity for an |: 


Executive session arising out of business which 


must be transacted, and ought to be done now, if |; s r eced) 
ii an amendment which strikes out legislation from 


at all. I move, therefore, to lay aside the resolu- 

tion of my colleague, for the purpose of proceed- 

ing to the consideration of executive business. 
The motion was agreed te. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


James H. Smith and Charles Stevens, reported a 
bill for their relief; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BENJAMIN asked and obtained leave to 


and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, ‘That William A. Cameron have leave to with- |i imer 
` say, whose subsequent performance has justified 


draw bis petition and papers. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Me. PEARCE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; | 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were | 


reopened, 
MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STUART. The committee of conference | 
| facts that they were unable to carry out the con- 
© tract, except with increased allowance. 
© wag shown that the British Government had ip- 


on the disegreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill making appropriations for the transportation 
of the United States mail in. ocean steamers, and 


otherwise, during the fiscal year ending June. 
30ih, 1855, have instructed me to report that they | 
have met the conferees on the part of the House, - 


and, after full and free conference, have been 
unable to agree; and therefore ask for another 
committee of conference, 

Mr. PRATT. Ishould like to hear the par- 
ticulars. What are the points of difference? 


Mr. STUART. There was only one amend- | 
ment made to the bill by the Senate, and that was `: 
to strike out of the first section the provision :: 
respecting notice to the Collins line of steamers. ;; 
I move that another committee of conference be | 
» to this contract Gn six menths` notik 
L move that the Senate recede 


appointed. 


“My. PRATT. 


The uestion will be on receding from the amend- 
i| ment indicated by the Senator from Michigan. 


i 
t 


i ground of the 


: your national marine. 


from that amendment; ard on that question | ask 
| for the yeas and nays. : 
i Mr. STUART. Is not my motion first in 
order? ` 
| Mr. HUNTER. A motion to recede takes pre- 
| cedence, because that settles the question. Al 
i those motions which settle the question take pre- 
| cedence of others which delay it. A motion to 
recede or insist has precedence of a motion for 
į another.conference. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER.) 


| Mr. JAMES. 
order? ` 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 

derstands that the committee of conference have 


Is thet the first question in 


| 
| 
been unable to agree, in consequence of a portion 
of this bill which.the Senate amended. 


The 
amendment of the Senate was to strike out these 
words: F 

“ And that the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, 
immediately after the 3ist day of December, 1854, to give 
the notice provided by the first section of the act entitied 
t An act to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1852,’ approved 
the 2ist day of July, 1852, to terminate the arrangement for 
the additional allowance for the transportation of the Uni- 
ted States mail between New York and Liverpool, in the 
Collins line of stermers, as therein provided.” 


The question is on the motion of the Senator 
from Maryland, that the Senate recede from that 


of this sort, you can have it signed by the Presi- ii amendment; and on this question he asks for the 
dent, and you will not have a proper appropria- |; 
tion vetoed because the same bill.connects with it : 
a matter which is not national,and which no man | 
‘| Senate will not recede from this amendment, be- 
believe that the rule which I have had the honor | 
to present, is one which would be highly benefi- i; 
i cial to the legislation of the country, and one i; 
| which, if we adopt it, I am sure will meet with 


yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I trust the 


cause I think it involves a question of good faith. 
There is no hazard in insisting in this case, unless 
it is the determination of the Senate to recede from 
| everything.  Hereis an appropriation bill, and in 
‘that bill the House have determined to legislate. 
: The Senate, by their vote, have stricken out the 
provision as to legislation. Well, sir, I would 
rather see the bill fail than recede. In the first 
place, the attempt is to force us into receding from 


| a mere appropriation bill. Jt is not a case where 
i any extreme injury can be done, even if the bill 
| be lost; and I would rather see the bill lost than 


i| See a provision adopted by Congress such as has 


; l! been Inserted by the House, which, in my judg- 
Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on || 


| Commerce, to whom was referred the petition of | 


ment, violates the faith of Congress. Ido not put 
it on the ground of contract, but I put it on the 
good faith of Congress under the 
Jaw of 1852; and I do not think any gentleman 
can escape from the fair construction of the provi- 


i: sions of that law. 


What was the state of facts under which the 


introduce a bill for the relief of the heirs and || law was passed? You had chosen deliberately 


legal representatives of Pierre Cazelau, deceased; | 


hi s se i its title, | 
which was read a first and second time by ts title, i| aset of steamers which could be used for naval pur- 
| 
t 


| poses in the event of war, and which could be used 
| in postal communication in time of peace. Under 


i to d&opt the policy which had previously been 
adopted by England, of endeavoring to establish 


that policy these parties went on and made a con- 


| tract with you, and built a set of steamers which 


were accepted by your own officers; steamers, | 


‘that acceptance—steamers unequaled by any of 
You cannot point out to 
, me any steamer which you have that has not been 
far more liable to cost in repairs, or which has 
been half so effective, as any one of these steamers. 

Under these circumstances, two sessions of 
Congress ago, the’ parties who had entered into 
this contract came forward and stated to you the 


The fact 


creased the allowance to their line. The fact was 
shown that their expenditures were large, and 
were much more than what they received. What 
wasthe action of Congress? They said the ‘* post- 


| ages which we receive were not sufficient to re- 


munerate us for the outlay; but it is contended 
; thatthey will increase, and we will give you two 

years within which to vindicate the assertion that 
| the subsequent increase of pestages will make this 
appropriation Jess onerous for the nation; and if, 
after the lapse of those two years, that state of 
facts shall not exist, then Congress shall have the 
option of declaring whether they will put an end 

> Now 
ears have 


sir, the attempt is, bêfore the twe 
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; = : 
expired, tò anticipate, by the action of Congress, 
that period of time which the faith of the country 
requires should be permitted to elapse before the 
notice be given. I consider that it is a breach. of 
faith on the part of Congress to pass the provision 
at-this time; andwhat if a great necessity should 
existat the next session to pass it, you can give 
notice, if you please, and pass the. bill on the 31st 
of December next, and there can be no great loss 
tothe country: . It is at ledst a. question where it 
is very doubtful whether the faith of Congress is 
not involved; and surely you would not now haz- 
ard a question of that kind merely to anticipate 
the period of notice. I submit that on no prin- 
ciple of good faith, and on no principle of public 
necessity, 18 this legislation required in this ap- 
propriation bill; and. there can be no public evil 
arising from the Senate. insisting upon their 
amendment.. I hope the Senate will insist and 
adhere, if necessary, even though they may choose 
at the next session to pass a law authorizing a 
similar ñotice. : 

Mr. SEWARD. When this question was up 
yesterday, or rather this morning, about three 
o’clock, the Senate was very thin, I proposed at 
that time to go somewhat at large into the question; 
but to prevent an abuse of the patience of mem- 
bers who had been here so long, I refrained. As 
the Senate is now reconvened, after having been 
refreshed, I will submit the argument which 1l 
omitted todo then. In the first place, I ask the 
attention of the Senate to a letter from Mr. Col- 
lins, the agent of the Collins line of steamers, to 
the Postmaster General, dated 28th January last, 
in reply to a letter which had been addressed to 
him by the Postmaster General. 

Mr. Sewarp proceeded to read the letter; but 
before he had proceeded far, he gave way, and the 
following business was transacted. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MORTON, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department during the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, reported: 


That the House agrees to recede from its disagreement to 
the second amendment of the Senate, and concur with the 
Senate inits third amendment, with the following amend- 
ment thereto: 

Suike out of said amendment these words: ‘The said 
allowance to commence with the fiseal year beginning July 
2, 1853, and to be computed (or the first year from the ascer- 
tained weight for the month of January, 1854,” and insert 
in lieu thereof the following: “This allowance to com- 
mence with the passage of this act, and to continue for one 
year only, and to be computed from the ascertained weight 
for the month ot January, 1854.” 

‘The Senate agrees to recede from its fourth and fifth 
amendments, 

The second amendment of the Senate BPs to 
insert the following additional section: ial 

Sno. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be alowed 
and paid to the Postinaster of Washington city, District of 
Columbia, oat of any money in the ‘Treasury not other 
wise appropriated, a commission of one mil) per pound 
upon the aggregate weight of public documents printed by 
order of Congresa, and deposited in the office of said post- 
master to be muiled; the said allowance to commence 
with the fisca) year beginning-July 1, 1853, and to be com- 
puted for the first year for the ascertained weight for the 
month of Jannary, 1854. And that the said postunaster be 
required to pay out of the said commissions to the clerks 
aud other employees of his office, a sum not execerding 
#250 each, per annum, ag compensation for the extra labor 
performed by them in the assortment and mailing of said 
documenta; and that he be required to account for, and 
seie with, the Post Office Department, for the disburse- 
mem of these commissions, and any surplus that may re- 
main, in the same manner as is now required in the settle. 
ment of his other accounts. 

The House ‘had disagreed to this amendment, 
but they recede from this disagreement on the 
amendment proposed by the committee of con- || 
ference being made. 

The fourth and fifth amendments, from which 
the Senate recede, were to insert: i 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the surviving 
late Vice President ofthe United States shall have, during 
his life, he same authority to frank letters, and other mail 
matter, which he possessed while in office. And the same 
auibority shall belong to future Vice Presidents after they 

go ont of office. è 

Seu. —. Andhe it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
Genera! be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Crans- 
ton Lowrie a reasonable ccmpensation for performing the 
duties of two derks in the Post Office Department, not to i 
«seeed halfpay of a clerk for the time he was so employed. 


The report was concurred in. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HQUS E. f 
_ A: message was received from the House of Rep- i! 


r 


resentatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had agreed to theamendments 
of the Senate to the bill.for the relief of Henry 
Lewis, of Clinton county, Indiana. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wesster, his Seere- 
tary, announcing that he had this day approved 
and signed the following acts: 

An act to incorporate the Pioneer Manufactur- 
ing Company of Georgetown, District of Colum- 
bia; and 

‘Ag act to change the name of the American-built 
brig Glamorgan to that of Wizard. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled act 
making appropriations for the repair, preservation,, 
and completion of certain public works heretofore 
commenced under the authority of Jaw; which 
was thereupon signed by the PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. 

WILLIAM CURRAN. 


On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, as in. 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
House bill for the relief of William Curran, 

It provides that the assignment, bearing date 
April 25, 1851, from Thomas Myers to William 
Curran, of bounty land warrant No. 407, for one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, dated February 
7, 1851, and issued to Thomas Myers, private and 
corporal in Captain Skinner’s company, Colonel 
Mills’s regiment of New York volunteers, war of 
1812, be confirmed and declared effectual to trans- 
fer the warrant to Curran, and to vest in him the 
title thereto from the date of the assignment; and 
this actis to be good and sufficient evidence of the 
assignment, as having Ween duly made in all 
courts and places whatever. i 

It appears by the petition and papers of Wil- 
liam Curran, that on the 7th of February, 1851, 
a bounty land warrant of that date was duly is- 
sued, under the act of Congress of September 28, 
1850, to Thomas Myers, who was a private and 
a corporal in Captaip Skinner’s company, Colo- 
nel Mills’s regiment of the New York volunteers, 
in the war of 1812, for onè hundred and sixty 
acres of land, which warrant was number four 
hundred and seven. On the 25th of April, 1851, 
and before the passage of the act of Congress 
making land warrants assignable, Thomas M yers 
sold the warrant to the petitioner for $200, which 
was duly paid; and thereupon the said Myers 
d aly executed, under his hand-and seal, and deliv- 
ered to the petitioner, an assignment bearing date 
the 25th of April, 1851—that being the day of its 
execution—with a power and authority contained 
in the assignment to said petitioner to locate the 
warrant on any public lands, according to law, in 
the name of Thomas Myers; and the assignment 
also contained an agreement on the part of Myers 
that he would convey to the petitioner, by deed, 
the lands on which the warrant should be located, 
upon their being patented to him. After the as- 
signment, and about the time of the passage of the 
act of Congress making land warrants assignable, 
which was the 22d of March, 1852, Thomas 
Myers died intestate, leaving no estate, or, at 
most, but very little, and that no letters of admin- 
istration have been granted in his case. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


ENOCH S. MORE. 


On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, considered House bill 
for the relief of Enoch S. More. 

lt seems that the rolls of Captain Abraham 
Matteson, of the New York militia, show that 
Enoch S. More deserted in 1812. Satisfactory 
evidence has been filed in the Pension Office that 
More; instead of having deserted, as shown by the 
roll, was absent on furlough and sick at the time. 
On an investigation of the said evidence by the 
Commissioner of Pensions, it was deemed suffi- 
cient to grant him an invalid pension, on thisstate 
of facts, in order to enable him to get a bounty of 
land under the act of September 28, 1850, and to 
correct the roll, as the bill proposes to direct the 
Coumissioner of Pensions to correct the roll by 
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erasing the words which imply that More desert- 
ed, and-insert in lieu thereof the words ‘‘ sick and 
absent on furlough.’’ And he is to have all the 
rights he would have had if he had continued in 
good health, and served in the company according 
to the terms of his enlistment. i 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


THOMAS ELLIS. 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, House bill 
for the relief of Thomas Ellis was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The object of it is to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to place the name of Thomas Ellis, of 
Platte county, in the State of Illinois, upon the roll 
of invalid pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, from May 1], 1852, during his life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I move to amend the bill 
by striking out ‘‘Ulinois’’? and inserting ** Mis- 
souri.” There is no such county as Platte in the 
State of Hlinois; there is in Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to, and ordered to 
be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 
It was read a third time, and passed. 


GEORGE M’GIRK. 

On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeged to the con- 
sideration of the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, * for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of George McGirk.” f 

It proposes to authorize the legal representatives 
of George McGirk to enter, without payment, one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, in any land office 
in the State of Missouri, in lieu of a tract of land 
claimed by them in said State; and to direct the 
Register of the Land Office, on payment of his 
fee, to issue the necessary certificate, on the return 
of which a patent shall issuein favor of said legal 
representatives, ' 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, crdered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


GAD HUMPHREYS, 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, Senate bill for 
the relief of Gad Humphreys—reported from the 
Committee on Claims—was read a. second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

lt is designed to direct the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury to ascertain the value of 
property of Gad Humphreys, alleged to have been 
burned and destroyed by order of Colonel Pierce, 
of the United States Army, at Fort Defiance, Flor- 
ida, in 1836, and to pay the amount thus ascer- 
tained, if evidence to the satisfaction of the Sec- 
retary of War ke furnished to him that the prop- 
erty was lost to the owner in consequence of the 


| troops of the United States being stationed at that 


point, and of the orders of the officer in command, 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 

amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third 

reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


LLOYD DORSEY AND OTHERS. 


On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the bill from the 
House for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and others, 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

By it, Lloyd Dorsey, of the county of St. 
Charles, Missouri, will be authorized to enter, at 
the proper land office in that State, at the mini- 
mum price of the public lands, the southeast frac- 
tional quarter of section twenty-two, township 
forty-six, range four east, containing one hundred 
and forty-twoand eighty-nine one hundredth acres; 
and to enter, forthe use and benefit of the heirs 
of George Pitzer, deceased, the southwest frac- 
tional quarter of section twenty-two, township 


| forty-six, range four east, containing one hundred 


and four acres, and the northeast fractional quar- 
ter of section twenty-seven, township forty-six, 
range four east, containing forty-six acres; but 
nothing in this act is to prejudice the rights of any 
person or persons having any legal or equitable 
claim to the lands herein mentioned, or any part 
thereof. Y 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


i third time, and passed. 


PORT OF DELIVERY AT ROCK ISLAND. 
Mr. DOUGLAS, Last night a bill was passed 
creating three or four ports of delivery; but, by 
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accident, Rock Island was omitted. 
the nnanimous consent of the Senate to intruduce 
a bill to constitute Rock Island, in the State of 
Hhiaois, a port of delivery. I wish to have it sent 


be concurred in there. 

By unanimous consent, leave to introduce the 
bill was granted; and, there being no objection, 
it was read a first and second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. [t proposes 
to enact that Rock Island be a port of delivery, 
subject to the same regulations and restrictions as 
other ports of delivery in the United States, and 
that there shall be appointed a surveyor of the 
customs for that port, who shall perform the duties 
prescribed by the act of Congress of March 2, 


1831. Rock Island is to be a port of delivery | 


within the collection district of New Orleans. 
Mr. PEARCE. I should like to hear a state- 


ment from the Senator from Hlinois as to the rea- || jn Committee of the Whole. 
Ít seems to me at present | 


sons of this measure. 
that its only effect is to-increase Executive patron- 
age, to create some new offices, and give new sal- 
aries. As I understand it, railroad iron is brought 
into New Orleans in ships, there transhipped to 
steamboats, and thus taken up to Rock Island. 
It seems to me to be entirely unnecessary to estab- 
lish a port of delivery there, if the whole of the 
custom-house business can be done as well at New 
Orleans; and the transhipment must be made there, 
at all events. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
reason for this bill. 


I will tell the Senator the 
There are ports of delivery 


at Pittsburg, Louisville, St. Louis, New Albany, | 


and half a dozen other places on the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers. Last night we made Keokuk 
and Dubuque, in fowa, ports of delivery. The 
simple reason for this is, that Rock Island is 
where they are making many railroads, and it is 
important to have railroad iron delivered there 
directly, Tt was my design to move it as an 
amendment to the bill which came from the House 
last night, but I omitted to do so. This bill is in 
the usual form, and does nothing more for Rock 
Island than has been done for other places. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, read a third time, anf passed. 


INDEX TO PRIVATE CLAIMS. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Ihave a resolution to offer, 
which is of some real importance to this body, and 
of some advantage to the interests of the country. 
I am instructed by the Committee on Printing to 
offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be instructed 


fo purchase, for the use of the Senate, two hundred copies | 


ofthe Index to Private Claims, from the First to the Thirty- 
First Congress inclusive, printed by order of the House of 


Representatives: Provided, The price per set does not ex- $i 
ceed-the amount paid by the said House; and the Secretary |! 


pay for them out of the contingent fund of the Senate: And 
pre i 
Secretary of the Senate, forthe use of the Senate and Sen- 
ate committees. 


This work is one which has been printed under 
the order of the House of Representatives. 
Senate some years ago, under its own order, pro- 
vided indexes of all claims, from the beginning of 


the Government, which originated in the Senate, 4 


but made no index of those originating in the 
House. 
this work to be done; and it took three years to 
compile it. 
five hundred copies of the work, and those one 


distributed to members as other documents. 


These books would be of great advantage to our | 


committees in tracing up claims that come before 


F 
I now ask 


sided, Said copies shall be deposited in the office of the | 


The House took only one thousand | 


F 


rae ; port on the penal codes of Europe. 


The House a few years since ordered || 


them, which notoriously get better and better | 


each successive Congress, until they are finally | 


down to the House immediately, so that it may | 


} 


> as we have but little business to transact. 


passed; but if we could go back to cur early ` 
history, where the true facts in reference to some |: 
of these old claims is developed, they would not |! 
go through; but, for want of such an index, we i 


have been unable hitherto to trace them back. 


This resolution proposes to take for the use of |: 


the Senate two hundred copies of this work—ail 


number of years. The utility of having such a 
work will be seen at once. 

The resolution is so guarded that we can pay 
no more than the House has paid. A set consists 
of three volumes, and costs $10 63. They are 
quarto volumes, and contain upwards of seven hun- 
dred pages, as Senators can see by looking at the 
volumes which are on my desk. The cost will 
be $3 544 a volume, which is very cheap. We 
shall never again have an opportunity to obtain 
this work, The benefit of it to the country: will 
be lasting, and it wiil unquestionably afford means 
for the protection of the Treasury. With these 
remarks, I submit the question for the decision of 
the Senate. 


The resolution was adopted. 


JAMES CAPEN. 


On motion by Mr., ROCKWELL, House bill 
for the relief of James Capen was considered as 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of James Capen on the 
pension roll, and pay him eight dollars per month 
during his natural life, to commence March 4, 
1851, 

Capen served five months and twelve days, and, 
including the time spent in going to and returning 
from the places of muster, he served over six 
months. He was draughted fora term of three 


| years’ service, and owing to the sickness of his 


father, he was obliged to hire a substitute. There 
is no satisfactory evidence furnished that he ac- 
tually served six months, thereby entitling him to 
be placed on the pension roll, under the act of 


June 7th, 1832, and to receive arrears of pension | 


from March 4, 1831, to the present time. But as 
he probably may have served that Jength of time, 
and is now very old and infirm, the committee 
were of opinion that he should be placed on the 
pension roll—his pension to commence from 
March 4, 1851, about the date of his application. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of | 


Representatives, by Mr. Founey, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had agreed to the amendment 
of the Senate to the bill to provide a pension for 
Captain Thomas Porter. ` 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The message also announced that the [House 
had agreed to the report of the committee of con- 
ference cn the d:sagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855. 


SANFORD’S REPORT. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Superintendent of Public Printing be 


|| directed to deliver to H. S. Sanford five hundred copies of 


Senate document No. 63. 


The document referred to is Mr, Sanford’s re- 
The resolu- 
tion is in accordance with precedent. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, the Senate again 


| proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
| ness; and after some time s 


$ i! were reopened. 
thousand five hundred copies were ordered to be | 


pent therein, the doors 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. FISH. There are a few private bills from 
the House, mostly pension bills, which I think 
might very well be considered now, particularly 
L.hope 
the Senate will take up these bills,and pass them, 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Waiter 
in the chair.) The question is on receding from 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill making 


appropriations for transportation of the United } 


States mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, 


| during the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1855, 


that are left in the hands of the printer. We pro- i 


pose to obtain them, and deposit them in the 


office of the Secretary of the Senate, from which | 
they can be taken for use by the committees for | 
investigation, and at the end of each session the | 


committees will return the copies which they get; i 


and the two hundred will probably last fora great 


on which the Senator's colleague has the floor. 
Mr. FISH. IT hope my colleague will yield. 
Mr. TOOMBS. {1 hope not. There is not a 
quorum of the Senate present, in My opinion. We 
have not had time to look into these private bi?! 
and as Congress will be in session very scon, and 


as the next session wil! be of three months’ dura- || 


se 


l plenty of time to attend to them, I 
do not see why they cannot wait. 

| Mr. FISH.” The bills have all been reported on 
| by the committees of this body. 

Mr. TOOMBS. ` But the members of the body 
; have not had an opportunity to.examine them. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ison receding from the amendment to the mail 
steamer bill, on which question the Senator from 
New York has the floor. 

Mr. SEWARD. I had the floor, bat E was 
requested to yieid unti! everybody else got through 
all their bills; but there are two which [ask the 
Senate to take up and pass. I move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of House bill 
for the relief of Asa Leach. 


ASA LEACH. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill. 

It proposes to instruct the Secretary of the In- 
terior to place the name uf Asa Leach on the pen- 
sion roll at four dollars a month, commencing 
August 1, 1852, and continuing during his natural 
life. ` 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


WARREN RAYMOND. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the House bill for 
the relief of Warren Raymond. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Warren Raymond, of 
‘the State of New York, upon the roll of invalid 
pensioners, at the rate of four dollars per month, 
to commence on the Ist of January, 1853, and to 
continue during his natural life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


OLIVER LEE. 
Mr. PEARCE. I move that the Senate do 


now adjourn. 

Mr. FISH. I ask the Senator to withdraw 
that motion for a moment. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is an appropriation 
bill which we have not yet decided upon—the imail 
steamer bill. Let us take a vote upon it before we 
adjourn. 

Mr. FISH. l havea private bill for the relief 
| of the legal representative of Oliver Lee, which I 
| ask the Senate to take up. If it feads to any de- 
bate, I will consent to its postponement. 

Mr. PEARCE. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. Fisn’s motion was agreed to, and the 
i; Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
to consider the bill for the relief of the representa- 
tives of Oliver Lee. It proposes to direct the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury to pay to Charles H. Lee, 
administrator, and Eliza Lee, administratrix of 
the estate of Oliver Lee, late of the city of Buffalo, 
deceased, $580 32, being the amount of a judg- 
i} ment recovered by Oliver Lee against P. A. Baker, 
formerly collector of the port of Buifalo Creek, in 
the circuit court of the United States for the north- 
ern district of New York, in the second circuit, 
and docketed the 30th of August, 1834. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to know the rea- 
sons for that bill? 

Mr. FISH. I promised not to say a word 
aboutit. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to know why the Gov- 
ernment of the United States should release this 
; judgment? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the bili will not pass. 
tis an abandonment of all principle of legisla- 
tion. Gentlemen tell us that they have promised 
to say nothing upon it, and yet they ask us to pass 
the till without knowing for what reason. I shall 
call for the yeas and nays upon it. 
| Mr. FISH. f withdraw the bill. f promised 
that if there was objection 1 would not press it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. [If it be right, I do not object 
to it; but I do not know whether it isright or not. 

Mr. FISH. Let the bili be postponed. 

The further consideration of the bill was post- 
i poned until to-morrow, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
; Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that they had agreed to the amenduient 
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of the Senate to the bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Captain Matthew Jack, deceased. 

Also, that they had passed the following bills 
of the Senate without amendment: 


An act granting the right of way to the Marys- | 


ville and. Benicia Railroad Company, through and 
over the grounds of the United States at. Benicia, 
in California; and 

An.act to establish certain additional post roads. 


PROPOSITION TO ADJOURN. 

Mr. PEARCE. | move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. , 

Several Senators. Till when? 

Mr. PEARCE. Monday. 

Several Senators. We must meet to-morrow. 

Mr. PEARCE. I move that the Senate ad- 
-journ to meet to-morrow, at twelve o'clock” 

Mr. FESSENDEN. What is the use of meet- 
ing to-morrow? We cannot do anything but 
sign bills. : 

“Mr. HUNTER. The enrolled bills must be 
signéd in open session, and some of the appro- 
priation bills are yet unsigned. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I suppose the 
Senate to-morrow can attend to Executive busi- 
ness, and the President of the Senate can sign 
enrolled bills. 

Mr. PEARCE, I move that we adjourn until 
twelve o’clock to-morrow. f 

Mr. HUNTER. I hopenot. Let us dispose 
of the mail steamerappropriation bill, or we shall 

lose it. Icall for the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to adjourn, : 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—yeas 15, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Cooper, Daw- 


son, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Pearce, Rockwell, | 


Rusk, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, and Wade—15. 

WAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Brodhead, Brown, 
Chase, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Evans, Houston, Hunter, 
Johnson, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mallory, Pettit, Sumner, 
‘Toombs, Toucey, Walker, and Weller—19. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


MAIL STEAMER BILL. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee of conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses, on the bil 


making appropriations for the transportation of | 
the United States mail by» ocean steamers, and | 
otherwise, during the fiscal year ending 30th of | 


June, 1855, the pending question being on the 
motion.of Mr. Prarr, that the Senate recede 
from the amendment striking out the provision 
of the bill requiring notice to be given of the dis- 
continuance of the extra compensation to the Col- 
lins line of steamers. 

Mr. SEWARD. When Į was interrupted be- 
fore, I was undertaking to show the Senate that 
the principle incorporated in this bill by the House 
of Representatives, to which it is now proposed 
to adhere, is in violation of contract, is unequal 
and unjust. The line of argument which | have 
marked out for myself will make it necessary to 
read a number of documents to illustrate the sub- 
ject. ! had commenced the reading of a letter of 
Mr. Collins, the agent of this line of steamers, to 
the Postmaster General, dated the 28th of Janu- 
ary last. I proceed now to state the substance 
of it. 

The Postmaster General, on the 24th of De- 


cember last, wrote to Mr. Collins, asking him to | 


inform the Department as to the number of ships 
employed by the line to carry the United States 
mails between that city and Liverpool. In that 
letter he stated that he desired the information for 
the purpose of laying it before the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the House of Representa- 
tives. 
Postmaster General, Mr. Collins went into a his- 
tory of the circumstances under which this line 
was. established, and the claims which it had on 
the consideration of Congress and the Federal 
Government. In the first place he stated that a 
law had been early passed by Congress, as will 
be well recollected, authorizing the Postmaster 
General to invite proposals for carrying the mails 
by steamships to Europe. The Senate will recol- 
lect the circumstances attending that. Great Brit- 
ain having undertaken that system, and France 
having given indications of being desirous to go 
into the same line of policy, it immediately en- 


States.. Others, who have been here longer than 


H four o’clock, 


In answer to the call thus made by the | 


i; not the case, 


lect discussions on that subject as far back as 
1846-'47. 1 especially remember that a very able 
member of Congress from the State of Georgia, 
Mr. Thomas Butier Kung, made an elaborate re- 
port, in which he vindicated this English policy, 
and recommended its adoption to the Govern- 
| ment of the United States. 

Mr. DAWSON. As we are all very much 
fatigued, | submit to the Senator whether, as four 
o'clock is so near, tt would not be better to forego 
discussion ? : 

Mr. SEWARD. I am very sure that I can 
demousirate what f set out to do. Í cannot prom- 
ise, in the present state of my health, that I shall 
get through by four o’clock; but | can show, Í 
think, what l set out to show; and whether it 
takes two hours or two hours and a half, I mean 
to do it before | quit. 

Mr. DAWSON. That J look upon at once as 
a declaration that the Senator will speak on until 
t think, then, as we are men of 
| such age, and as we have been very much ex- 
hausted, we might as well adjourn and let the bill 


0. 
B Mr. BENJAMIN. Let us pass a resolution 
insisting on our amendment, and see whether the 
| House will recede from their disagreement; and 
if they refuse to recede, we can adjourn. 
| Mr. DAWSON. We are in the power of a 
‘ single Senator, and I think we had better adjourn 


| now. , 
! Mr. BENJAMIN. Let us first insist on this 
‘amendment. . i 

| Mr. BRODHEAD. Perhaps some gentleman 


we refused to strike out the third section, and 
then we can send the bill back as one simply 
making the appropriations, and not legislating. 
We shall soon get along with it then. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senator from 
New York has advertised us and the Senate that 
he means to speak out the time of the Senate, or 
else he means to accomplish his purpose. l so 
understand him, and I take it that he, asa frank 
man, willadmitit to beso, Now, | advertise him 
that so long as I live and occupy a seat on this 
floor, I will fight his Collins steamers from this 
day out. You may evade it for the hour, but the 
retribution will come. Here is a deliberately ex- 
pressed opinion of the Congress of the United 
States. You are seeking to set aside that opinion 
by taking advantage of the circumstances, and 
Torce us to do what a majority say they ought not 
to do. 

Mr. SEWARD. I tell the Senator from Ten- 
nessee that he misstates the facts, and he misun- 
derstands the position that he occupies, and the 
power he can exercise. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Thatis a question 
to be settled. 

Mr. SEWARD. He says it is the deliberate 
will of the Congress of the United States that fam 
trying to defeat. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I say so now. 
| Mr. SEWARD. The deliberate will of the 

Congress of the United States consists of the will 
of two bodies—the House of Representatives and 
the Senate of the United States. The deliberate 
| will of the Congress of the United States 1s divided. 
The House of Representatives wills that this con- 
tract shall be abrogated, 1] say unlawfully, 1 say 
unjustly. The will of the Senate is, that it shall 
not be abrogated. [ say the Senate is right. | 
| am standing here for the Senate, for the decree that 
i it has pronounced, and showing that the Senate is 
| right, and showing that the House is wrong. How 
am I defeating the will of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States? When was it unlawful, when was it 


ment between the two Houses of Congress, two 
hours before their adjournment, that any member 
i belonging to the majority of the Senate should 
: stand by the opinions and decision of that major- 
| ity? That is the case here. : 
| “Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No, sir, that is 
The case is this: the House of 
| Representatives have sent here a proposition, the 
: Senate disagreed to it, and you have had a com- 
: mittee of conference. Now, the proposition is, 
i that the Senate shall recede, and the Senator from 


i | New York stands up and tells us that, in his | 
gaged the attention of the Congress of the United |! 


enfeebled condition, it will take him two hours to 
satisfy the Senate that they ought not to recede. 


cekchave been, will surely remember it, But I recol- |i I submit it to the vote of the Senate whether they 


Mee 
| will recede or not. 


i The proposition, indeed, is made here. 


will move a reconsideration of the vote by which: 


| that final question? 


|| admit. 


wrong, when was it unjust, in case of a disagree- 
| 


I put it to his honor, is not 
his purpose to defeat this measure, by consuming 
the legislative time of the Senate? Is not that 
your purpose, and have you not avowed that pur- 
pose when you told us that it would take two 
hours to convince the Senate on a question that 
has been debated for weeks and months, ay, 
through a series of years? I have no unkindness 
about this line of steamers; but | do desire that 
the expressed will of the American Congress shall 
not be defeated by a contest against time. If the 
Senator thinks he cen speak for two hours, lam 
willing to sit here and listen to him. -But I repeat, 
his purpose is to defeat this proposition by the 
consumption of the time of the Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ihave one word to say to 
my excellent friend from Tennessee. T wish, be- 
fore the honorable Senator interrogates me, that 
he would arrive in his own mind at a true state- 
ment of the case which he assumes. He says 
that the House has passed this amendment, and 
has sent it here, and that the Senate, as I stated 


(truly, had refused to assent to the amendment, 


that there had been a conference; and now the 
honorable Senator states the proposition to be that 
the Senate shall recede. That involves the whole 
case. ls that proposition one in behalf of the 
Senate? Is it an authoritative one? No, sir. 
Who is 
it made by? Is it by the committee of confer- 
ence who represent the Senate, whose opinions I 
am upholding, and under whose shelter and pro- 
tection [ stand? No, sir; but under the authority 
of an individual member dissenting from the com- 
mittee of conference appointed by the Senate, and 
dissenting, so far as appears, from the opinion of 
a majority of the Senate, whose opinion, it is to 
be presumed, remains the same until a final ques- 
tion shall be taken. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Why not take 

Mr.SEWARD. The honorable Senator asks 
why not waive my rights? That is the sum and 
substance of his proposition. Because I think, if 
[ do not waive my rights, I shali prevent him 
from committing the Senate, the Congress of the 
United States, and the country, to a great wrong, 
and to a great dishonor, not intentionally, [ 
I mean to prevent that, if I can, by any 
power of argument or illustration which I possess. 
The honorable Senator asked me whether. it was 
my purpose to occupy all the time from now to 
four o'clock? I might reply to him, that if the 
honorable Senator shall continue to appreciate the 
importance of time ashe has done thus far in this 
debate, which he has raised between him and my- 
self, I shall have a very little portion of that time 
to be responsible for. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn, because I prefer going home to lis- 
tening to the Senator from New York, as he is 
about to speak until four o’clock. 

Mr. BRODHEAD.. [ wish to compromise. 

Mr. WELLER. The best compromise is to 
adjourn, 


Mr. SEWARD. I will not give way for the 


| introduction of any bill. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. [I think this matter can be 
arranged in a manner beneficially to the country, 
and satisfactory to this body. There is no objec- 
tion to making the appropriation required by law, 
and by the contracts which have been entered into 
by the Government, but it is the legislation on 
these bills that is objected to 

Mr. TOOMBS. My friend from Pennsylvania 
is out of order. l wish to get at the question. 
There is but one question before us, and it is on 
receding from theamendment of the Senate to this 
bill. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 


I have the floor, by leave 


| of the Senator from New York. 


Mr. TOOMBS. He cannot allow you to go on 
out of order. * 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I merely wish to suggest 


i that we strip this bill of legislation, and leave in it 


nothing but the appropriations required by law. 
Let us reconsider the vote on the third section 
which gives power to the Postmaster General, 


| Attorney General, and Secretary of the Navy to 


abrogate all these mail contracts. 

Mr. WELLER. Upon that very proposition I 
should desire to be heard, at least two hours, my- 
self; ahd, therefore, that is no compromise. I 
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move that the Senate adjourn until twelve o’clock 
to-morrow. 


The motion was agreed to; and at five minutes | 


to two o’clock, p. m., the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, August 5, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Fenny SLICER. 
The reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had passed, without amend- 
ment, the bill of the Senate to establish a land 
district in the State of Florida, to be called the 
district of Tampa; and the bill of the Senate to 
relinquish to the State of Wisconsin the lands 
reserved for salt springs therein, with an amend- 


ment; in which they requested the concurrence of | 


the Senate. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
had signed sundry enrolled bills, which were then 
signed by the Presipenr pro tempore, as follows: 

An act granting the right of way to the Marys- 
ville and Benicia Railroad Company through and 
over the grounds of the United States at Benicia, 
in California; 


section of the actentitled ‘* An act granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,” approved September 28, 1850; 


An act making appropriations for the support | 
of the Army for the year ending 30th of June, | 


1855; 


An act making appropriations for the naval ser- | 


vice for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855; 


An act for the relief of Henry Lewis and ii 


Moses Petet, of Clinton county, Indiana; 


An act authorizing the payment of balance of || 


the property accounts between the United States 


and the State of New York, for military stores in 


the war of 1812; 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives | 


of George McGirk,; 

An act for the relief John S. King, of Virginia; 

An actto provide a pension for Captain Thomas 
Porter; 

An act for the relief of George M. Bentley, of 
the State of Indiana; 

An act making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855; 

An act for the reliefof the heirs of Captain Mat- 
thew Jack, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Robert F. McGuire and 
Louisa his wife, late Louisa Lamy; 

Anact for the relief of William Curran; 

An act for the relief of A. S. Laughery; 


i 
An act for the relief of the inhabitants of town- | 


ship forty-five, range one, in Warren county, ʻi : A 
l y 4 j : Y? | to the consideration of the amendment made by |; 


Missouri; 
An act for the relief of James Capen; 


An act for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby || 


Jones, surety of a former postmaster at Norfolk, 
Virginia; 

An act for the relief of the Jegal heirs of Benja- 
min Metoyer; . 

An act for the relief of Warren Raymond; 

An act for the relief of Julia Aiken; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Charles Pavie; 

An act for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and 
others; : 

An act for the relief of Asa Leach; 


An act to carry into effect the treaty between | 


the United States and Great Britain, signed on the 


5th day of June, 1854; 
An act to establish certain additional post roads; 


and 


Joint resolution making appropriation for the | 
payment of those entitled to the benefits of the | 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 3 


United States, passed August 3, 1854, voting extra 
compensation to pages, folders, and others. 
THE ADJOURNMENT RESOLUTION. 


The PRESIDENT. Senate bill to relinquish ` 


tothe State of Wisconsin the lands reserved for 


salt springs therein, has been returned from the | 


House of Representatives, with an amendment. 


Hi Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I believe the Clerk of 
i: the House came to the Senate Chamber with that. 
bill yesterday, about five minutes after we ad- 
|; journed. ftis a bill which allows the State of 
|: Wisconsin to apply to the purposes of a university 
seventy-two sections of land which were granted 
; to the State for salt springs. Jt is a bill which 
j passed the Senate, and has new been returned 
| from the House with an amendment. I hope it 
| will be taken up and concurred in. 
| Mr. HUNTER. 
friend that, though it is a misfortune, under the 
| resolution of the two Houses, we cannot act on 
anything of this kind. I wish we could, on his 
account; but if we once depart from the rule which 
we have established, it would lead to great incon- 
venience. 
from it. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. If | remember aright, 
we havea rule which prevents any bill being sent 
to the President on the last day of the session, 
unless that rule be setagside. | recollect distinctly, 
in the case of an appropriation for the American 
Colonization Society, that the bill was so sent to 
the President on the last day of the session, with- 
: out a suspension of the rule, and it did not vitiate 
the bill. IT take it that no question will be raised 
: by any tribunal of the world, if the assent of the 
Senate be now given to this provision. I ask that 


‘curring in the amendment. {tis for the Senate to 
| grantor refuse the request. 

| The PRESIDENT. The opinion of the Chair, 
|i as a matter of course, Would not affect the action 
|| of the Senate. ‘This is not a point of order, bat 
ja question for the Senate. The Chair will have 
the resolution, which was yesterday adopted by 
|| the two Houses, read for the information of the 
|) Senate. 

|! The Secretary read it, as follows: 

| Resolved, That the time fixed by the resolution of the 
i first of July, for the adjournment of the present session of 
1) Congress be, and the same is hereby, extended to Monday, 
f August 7, at eight o'clock, a. m.: Provided, That no mo 
|; tion, other than to adjourn, shall be taken by either House, 
|; after the hour of four o’clock, p. m., this day, (Friday.) 

i Mr. HUNTER. How, then, can we take up 
|| anything of this sort? 

: The PRESIDENT. The language of the res- 
‘olution is conclusive, in my opinion; but it isa 
| question for the Senate, and not for the Chair to 
decide. Isit the pleasure of the Senate to take 
| the question on the amendment of the House to 
| the bill which has been nained? 


Mr. PETTIT. I think there can be no mis- 
| understanding the resolution which has been read. 
li The design of the two Houses, clearly, was that 
! we should not do any legislative business after 
i four o’clock yesterday. I shall not be willing to 
vote on any question of the kind, and will not vote 
| either for or against. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Towa desire that I should put the question? 

Mr. DODGE, of Jowa. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT. Will the Senate proceed 


Hi 


ii the House to the bill of the Senate which has 
j been named by the Senator from lowa? 
The question being taken; it was determined in 
the negative. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 


“the State of Florida, to be called the district of 
i Tampa;” 
PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

CASES UNREPORTED UPON. 

Mr. STUART. I have three cases which hav 
| been intrusted to me by committees, which | have 
i. not heretofore been able to make a report upon. 
| The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion 
ii that, under the concurrent resolution of the two 


1 received. 


Mr. STUART. 


withoat any recommendation at all. 
The PRESIDENT. That is probibited by the 
resolution. The Chair is of the opinion that, under 


H tary. 


I will merely suggest to my ! 


l do not think we have power to depart || 


An act to establish certain additional post roads; || the: bill may be taken up, for the purpose ofcon- 


An act to repeal the first proviso of the fourth i 


A message was received from the House of | 


| nouncing that the Speaker had signed an enrolled | 
l! bill entitled “An act to establish a land district in : 


which was thereupon signed by the! 


Houses, nothing in the nature of business can be |! 
r 3 Do H 


l am aware of that; but Ii: 
merely wish to report the cases back to the Senate, |; 


| Mr. PETTIT. We expressly passed a reso- 
; lution the other day, directing such reports to be 
|i handed to the Secretary. 

| The PRESIDENT. No report can be entered 
|i on the Journal, but it can be handed to the Sec- 
i retary, 

| Mr. STUART. All I desire to do is to return 
| the papers. 1 will accomplish that through the 
_ Secretary. 

| MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
i Representatives by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
| nouncing that they had passed the following bill 
and joint resolution, in which they requested the 
| concurrence of the Senate: 

| An act allowing the further time of two years 
i to those holding lands by entries in the Virginia 
| military district in Ohio, which were made prior 
| to Ist January, 1852, to have the same surveyed 
and patented; and . 

| Joint resolution. deélaring the Seneca Indians 
; entitled to pension and bounty lands in certain 
| cases. 


i SENATE BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message was received from the President of 
| the United States, by Mr. WEBSTER, his Secretary, 


|| announcing that he had this day approved and 


signed the following acts: 

An act to establish a land district in the State 
| of Fiorida, to be called the district of Tampa; 
; An act granting the right of way to the Marys- 
| ville and Benicia Railroad Company through and 
‘ over the grounds of the United States at Benicia, 
l in California; and 
An actto establish certain additional post roads 


| 
| EXTRA WORK FOR PAGES. 
| 


|| Mr.MORTON, [beg leave to draw the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the operation of a joint reso- 
| lution passed by Congress, with respect to the 
| compensation of the employees of the two Houses. 
It appears, by the joint resolution, that an addi- 
| tion of twenty per cent. was allowed to the com- 
| pensation of those employees; but it is attended 
| by a proviso, that those who avail themselves of 
ithe twenty per cent. provision, should not there- 
after receive the usual extra compensation for 
their services. Itappears that the employees of 
the Senate, our pages particularly, availed them- 
selves of the provisions of the joint resolution, 
‘and thereby received some eighty or ninety dol- 
lars in addition to their regular compensation. 
The pages of the House, being better advised, or 
having more astuteness than those of the Senate, 
| did not avail themselves of the benefit of the joint 
resolution, and did not receive the twenty per cent. 
The House, therefore, previously to its adjourn- 
"ment, voted to them the usual $200 extra com- 
pensation. The joint resolution appears to be 
well guarded, that the pages of the House should 

receive as much compensation as the pages of 
the Senate, thus placing them upon an equality. 
Under that joint resolution, if we bad voted to the 
pages of this body the usual $200 extra compen- 

sation, the pages of the House would have re- 
ceived that sum without any action of the House. 

l think the rule should work both ways. I know 
that, under the existing joint resglution it is not 
now, perhaps, within the power of the Senate to 

vote its pages the usual $200, or any portion of 
‘it, as eXtra compensation. 

1 So it was ruled yesterday; but I think it is per- 
i: fectly competent to do so. I have no disguise 
j about it; my great object is to place the pages of 
; the Senate on an equality with the pages of the 


:. House of Representatives. 1 therefore beg leave 
{i to introduce a resolution to employ our pages in 
i: the folding-room for sixty days after the adjourn- 
ment of Congress, at-the usual compensation 
: which they receive here. I hope, the question 
i of order be raised upon it, the Chair will not 
i decide that question until it shall have been dis- 
| cussed by the Senate. The employment of the 
|i pages in the folding room will expedite the sending 
; of documents to Senators. Many of them will 
not be sent, under the present arrangementa únti 

t 
i: will be a great accommodation to members, and 

: a great benefit to the country, to have the public 
i documents promptly delivered. I am informed 
i by the gentleman who isin charge of the folding 


i 

| 

[i 

ie . 
li near the commencement of the next session. 
i 

i 

} 

l 

H 

i 

i 

i 

i 


room, thet the pages could be weil employed 
i there, and that their employment would much 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


» 


August 8, 


expedite the delivery of the documents. J there- 
fore offer the resolution which I have indicated. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Perri in 


the chair.) The Chair is of opinion that the res- 
olution isnot in order, under the resolution which 
was yesterday adopted by the two Houses of 
Congress. 

Mr. MORTON. I believe the Chair is net 
bound to give the reasons for a decision; but I 
should like to know on what grounds he decides 
my. resolution to be out of order. ` 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Let the Secre- 
tary read the resolution of the two Houses to the 
Senate. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

‘¢ Resolved, That the time fixed by the resolution of the 
Istof July for the adjournment of the present session of 
Cougréss be, and the same is hereby, extended to Monday, 
August the 7th, at eight o'clock, a. m. : Provided, That no 
motion other than to adjourn shall betaken by either House 
afier the hoor of four o’cloek, p. m., this day, (Priday.’’) 


Mr. MORTON. I do wot wish to call into 
judgment the correctness of the decision of the 
Chair; but, in order to test the opinion of the Sen- 
ate upon the question, l respectfully appeal from 
the decision. e è 

Mr. WELLER. It seems to me thatthe reso- 
lution which has been read applies exclusively to 
legislative business—IJ mean that sort of business 
which requires the action of both branches of 
Congress. If that construction be not given to it, 
I do not see how the Senate can go into Executive 
session, and receive motions there; because, if we 
do go into Executive session, asa matter of course 
the business transacted there will be by motion. 
Why is it that we can do that business? It is- be- 
cause Executive business belongs exclusively to 
the Senate. Now, the motion made by my friend 
from Florida is to continue the pages in office. 
That being a subject which is under the exciusive 
control of the Senate, | apprehend it is perfectly 
in order, The Senate, I think, would have a 
right now, if they saw proper to make an appro- 
priation out of their own contingent fund towards 
the payment of any of their officers, because that 
is a subject under the exclusive control of the 
Senate. We must look, sir, to the intention of 
‘those who offered the original resolution which has 
been adopted by the two Houses. It was to pre- 
vent the agitation of any new questions, or to pre- 
vent the passage of any measure, by either branch 
of Congress, during to-day or Monday; but upon 
any question under the exclusive control of the 
Senate, L apprehend the power of the Senate is 
unimpaired by that resolution. So that I suppose 
the*proper construction to be given to it is, that 
it applies only to that sort of business which re- 
quires the joint action of Congress—the action of 
both branches. ‘The resolution introduced by the 
Senator from Florida requires no action on the 
part of the other branch of Congress, but relates 
toa subject under the exclusive control of this 
body; and, therefore, I think it is entirely in 
order, : 


Mr. BRIGHT. I respectfully deny the right 


of the Chair to entertain any legislative motion. |; 


After having agreed to the resolution from the 


House of Refiresentatives, it would be bad faith |: 


to act on any legislative proposition. I am sur- 
prised that Serators should insist upon it. lt is 
useless to make the effort, for there is less than a 
quorum present, and I shall feel compelled to cail 
for a division, 

Mr. WELLER. Properly speaking, legislative 
action requires;the coöperation of both branches 
of Congress. By the Constitution the legislative 
power is vested in the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives. Therefore, when you speak of legis- 
lative business, you speak of that business which 
requires the action of both branches of Congress. 


Here is a resolution which does not propose action |} 


by the legislative department of the Government. 
It simply proposes action, on the part of the Sen- | 
ate, in regard to its own officers, in regard to those | 


cers of this bedy should be paid extra compensa- 
tion for any services they might render; and, 
therefore, on that ground alone the resolution is 
out of order. 


State tie question. ‘Phe Senawr from Florida 
moves a resoluticn to continue the employment of 
the pages of the Senate in the folding room. for 
sixty days after the adjournment at their usual 
compensation. The Chair decides it to be out of 
order. From that decision the Senator from Florida 
takes an appeal. {he question is, ‘Shai! the de- 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
Senate?” 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I trust the argument 
ofthe Senator from California has satisfied the 
| Chair that he is in error in respect to this matter, 
In general, the present occupant of the chair {Mr. 

Perit] is right in all his actions; but i think*he 
jis clearly wrong in this instance. -T'he resolution 


our contingent fund or to our pages. 
| on transacung that sort of senatorial business just 
| as though no such resolution had been adopted. 

| L hope the Chair will reconsider the matter, and 

| reverse his decision. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 

prefers leaving it to. the Senate. 

Mr. STUART. This exact. question was de- 

| cided by the President of this body this morning. 
| 1 came in here with three memorials: which had 
| been referred to me, as a member of one of the 
i standing committees, and simply asked to be 
allowed to report them t@ the Senate without any 
| recommendation. The Presidentof this body de- 
| cided that it could not be done. Now, in order 
i to get rid of all talk about this matter, | move to 
| lay the appeal on the table. 
Mr. WELLER. 1 beg leave to inquire whether 
! that would carry the resolution with it? A re- 
markable decision on that point was made yester- 
day by theSenatorfrom Wisconsin (Mr. Waker] 
when he occupied the chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theresolution 
has not been received, and it cannot go on the 
table until after it is received. 
| Mr. BRIGHT, Has the the Chair entertained - 
| the proposition? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
stated that it was not in order, and, therefore, it 
has not been received. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then the only question is on 
the appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A motion has 
been made to lay that appeal on the table. 

; Mr. BRIGHT. No such motion can be made 
| under our rules. 

Mr. CHASE., I make the point of order that 
a proposition to lay the appeal on the table is a 
; motion, and cannot be received, and cannot be 
acted on. No appeal can be taken; no motion to 
lay an appeal on the table can be taken. The 
Chair is simply to carry out the order that has 
been made by the two Houses, that no motion 
shall be taken, and he can receive none. 

Mr. STUART. I have no doubt that the 
Senator from Onio is entirely right. The Chair 
cannot entertain any motion at all. That is 
undoubtedly the true construction. 

Mr. DAWSON, (to the Presiding Officer.) 
: You are a perfect dictator this morning, and can 
: do as you please. [Laughter.] 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The present 
| occupant of the chair is by no means a partia- 
| mentarian, never having made the rules a study; 
| but it struck him very forcibly that the resolution 
| was not in order; but not wishing to exercise dic- 
' tatortal authority, he did not undertake to deny 
i the right of appeal. 
| Mr. DAWSON. You have a great deal of the 
; talent about you. Exercise it. g 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the sense of 
the Senate be that the appeal shall not be enter- 


who are under the exclusive control of the Senate. | 
It is a resolution proposing that the pages and 
folders of the Senate—who are officers of this 
body—shall be put upon duty at a certain com- 
pensation for the next sixty days. That is not, 
in my judgment, legislative business within the 
meaning of the Constitution. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Admitting that the Senator is 
right, I think that, under & jaw which has been 
paesed at this session, no stich resolution can be 
adopted. “We passed a law declaring that no ofie 


i 


tained, the Chair wijl not receive it. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


ba Sh 


-The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message | 
is ofan Executive character. f 
Mr. WALKER. I move that the Senate pro- | 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object; 


motin in orter? 


is that | 


| 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 


| ofthe two Houses has no relation whatever to | 
We can go | 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Our legislative session is 
closed; and | suppose we can go on with Execu- 
tive business, i 

Mr. JONES, of Fennessee. It has been decided 
that we can make no motion except to adjourn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That applies evidently to 
legislative business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairde- 
cides that a motion for Executive session is in 
order. The resglution which has been referred to 
appertained to legislative business. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Well, sir, you 
have the power; we cannot appeal. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
accordingly proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business; and after some time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned until eight o'clock on Monday morning. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, August 5, 1854. 


The House met at ten o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry SLICER. 


ENROLLED. BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly-enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which were signed by the Speaker: 

An act making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending June 30, 1855; 

An act for the relief of William Curran: 

An act providing a pension to Captain Thomas 
Porter; 

An act making appropriations for the service of 

the Post Office Department for the year ending 
: June 30, 1855; 
An act granting the right of way to the Mays- 
i ville and Benicia Railroad Company through and 
over the grounds of the United States at Beniciz, 
in Caltfornia; f 

An act to repeal the firat proviso of the fourth 
section of an act entitled “ Adi act granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
| engaged in the military service of the United 
States,’? approved September 28, 1850. 

The SPEAKER. Ifthe House will allow the 
Chair‘he will state that there are a number of bills 
to be reported by the Committee on Enrolled Bills; 
also a number of messages from the Senate, and 
from the President of the United States which 
should be received before the time of adjournment, 
The Senate meet at twelve o’clock, and he would 
suggest that the Elouse take a recess until that 
time, when, perbaps, more business may be done. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I think one o'clock will 
be soon enough. I would suggest one o’clock, 
and hope there will be no objection. 

Theré was no objection; and the Speaker an- 
; nounced that.the House had taken a recess until 
| one o’clock, p. m. 


At half past twelve o’clock the Speaker took 
the chair, and said: The proposition which was 
assented to by the House was, that it should take 
a recess until one o’clock. That could not have 
been done regularly under the joint resolution of 
the two Houses. There is a single bili which 
must necessarily be signed by. the Speaker and 
returned to the Senate while that body is in ses- 
i sion. The Chair understands the Senate will 
į adjourn in the course of a few minutes, and unless 
| the bill is signed by the Speaker, it cannot become 
ia law. The Chair does not think there is any- 
| thing irregular in the proceeding, and if that be 
| the opinion, he will sign the bill. 

Several Memuers. That’s right. 

Mr. GREEN then, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a 
bill constituting a land district in the State of Flor- 
ida, to be called the district of Florida; which 
was signed by the Speaker. i 

At one o’clock the Speaker again called the 
| House to order, and a message was received from 
{i the President of the United States, by Smnrv 
| Wunsrer, Esq., his Private Secretary, notifying 


A message was received from the President of | the House that he did, on the 4th instant, ap- 
the United States, by Mr. Wensrer, his Secretary. | 


| prove and sign bills of the following titles: 

| __ An act to-carry into effect a treaty between the 
: United States and Great Britain, signed on the 3th 
| day of June, 1854; 


li An act making appropriations for the support of 


the Army for the year ending June 30, 1855; 
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ae 
the Post Office Departm 
the 30th of June, 1855; 

Anact making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending June 30, 1855; : 

A joint resolution making appropriations for the 
payment of those entitled to the benefit of the res- 
olution of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, passed August 3, 1854, voting extra 
compensation to the pages, folders, and others; and 

An act to repeal the first proviso of the fourth 
section of an act entitled “ An act granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been | 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,’’ approved September 28, 1850. 

Also sundry private bills. $ 

A message was received from the Senate, by A s- 
BURY: Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, informing 
the House that that body had been notified by the į 
President that he had approved and signed sun- 
dry bills. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The Journal of yesterday 
has not been read, and I would inquire of the 
Chair. whether the message of the President on 
the river and harbor bill is spread upon it ? 

The SPEAKER. It is a constitutional requi- 
sition that the message shall be spread upon the 
Journal. R 

Mr. PHILLIPS. .I have made this inquiry | 
that there might'be a certainty in ihe matter. 

The SPEAKER. The bill and messáge will 
both be spread upon the Journal. | 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to make a further | 
inquiry of the Chair. The Constitution provides i 
that on the reception of such a message the House | 
shall proceed to consider it. We know that there 
is now no quorum present for the transaction of 
business. ‘The question I desire to submit is, 
whether it would be proper:to entera motion in | 
the minutes to consider that message, and have | 
that motion lay over until the next session? In | 
other words, it is very evident that the mere send- 
ing in of a message vetoing a bill is not the end 
of the matter. The Constitution looks to some 
future action. Then isit more formal, that at the 
session at which the message is received, there 
should be a motion for the purpose of considering 
it? Or, if anything occur to render the considera- 
tion improper, would it be better to permit it ‘to 
go over to the next session? | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that un- 
der the joint resolution fixing the day of adjourn- 
ment, a motion of that kind would not be in or- 
der. At the time the message was received there 
Was a quorum. present. Soon afterwards the 
House found itself without a quorum. No mo- 
tion was made, nor action taken on the message; 
but under the provision of the Constitution in re- | 
gard to veto messages, the Chair thinks that the 
message and the bill will go upon the Journal. 
No action can be now had under the circumstances | 
upon the message. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. As to one suggestion which 
fell from the Speaker, I have to say that, in my 
recollection, the resolution for the adjournment 
only refers to votes on propositions. Now, I do 
not propose that any vote shall be taken in this 
matter. : 

The SPEAKER. Inthe Chair’s recollection, 
the words of the resolution are, that no motion 
shall be made after fouro’clock, p.m, yesterday, 
except to adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, I wish to say a word in 
relation to the matter of fact stated by the Speaker. 
My recollection differs from his. I think, at the 
time the message was received, there was no 
quorum present; but I agree with the Speaker, 
that if there was not a quorum, no message could 
be received, for the reason that there was no | 
House to receive it. My recollection is founded | 
upon this: that just prior to the announcement of 
the message, the fact was shown that there was 
no quorum, and there was no quorum from that 

` time on until the House adjourned. I may be 
mistaken about this, but the record will show the 
true state of the case, 

The SPEAKER. The present occupant of the 
chair was not in it at the moment the message 
was received. The Chair recollects that very 
soon after he came in, the House was without a | 
quorum; but if the message was received without 
objection, itis to be presumed that there was a 
quorum. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I stated that the message | 
was received while the yeas and nays were being 
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ent, for the year ending 
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| House, and that, as the Journal will- show, upon | 


éalled upon some proposition then before the 


that proposition no quorum voted. The call of | 


the roll was suspended until the message was || 


received. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
call, ` 

Mr. CAMPBELL. No, sir; the roll call was 
suspended until the meseage was received, 

Mr. FLORENCE. The geptlemen from Ohio | 
is right. ihe call of the'roil was temporarily | 
suspended. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 


We refused to suspend the 


I distinctly remember that 


there had been no ascertainment that there was no |} 


quorum present until after the message had been | 
received. F 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will make a 
statement of facts as given to him by the Clerk, 
and he presumes it will oe in coimeidence with the 
recoilection of gentlemen now upon the floor. {t 
is true that the roil was being called when the 
message was received, the cull being suspended 
for that purpose. It is also true that when the | 
call was througa, the Chair announced that there 
was no quorum present; nevértheless, it may have 
been otherwise at the instant of receiving the mes- | 
sage. hat is a fact that we know could have | 
existed; and as the message was received without | 
objection, the Chair-thinks it is properly before | 
the body, and ought to go upon the Journal under | 
the provision of the Constitution. | 
Mr. MILLSON. 1 do not exectly know what | 
question is before the House. 
ception of the message yesterday was entered ; 
upon the Journal of yesterday. 
The SPEAKER. It was. j 
Mr. MILLSON. That being so, [ do not see 
how the question can now be before the House. | 
The SPEAKER. ‘There is no proposition be- ! 
fore the House. There is merely a suggestion. 
Mr. MILLSON. 
of the Speaker, to the effect that, at the end of the | 
call of the roll, there appeared to be no quorum | 
present, [ would say, that it by no means follows 
that there was no quorum at the time the message 
was received; because it might have been, that 
gentlemen, whose names had not been called at | 
the time the message was announced, desirous of | 
preventing the reception of the message, might | 
have declined voting, for the purpose of showing 
that there was no quorum afterwards. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. A forced presumption. 
Mr MILLSON. I do not believe that any | 
such facts exist; but I am merely making the sug- | 
gestion for the purpose of showing that if this | 
message can be now considered, as not being reg- | 
ularly before the House, merely because, on a call į 
of the roll, there did not appear to be any quo- | 
rum present, it would give, ata time when party | 
feeling might run high, an opportunity to gentle- | 
men to defeat the express will of the Executive, | 
by abstaining from voting. But, instead of mean- 
ing to cast an imputation on any gentleman, as to 
this having actually occurred, { take pleasure in 
saying, that I do not believe that a single gentle- 
man on the other side did abstain from voting. | 
My argument was merely going to show,as a | 
question of principle, that the fact that, at the close | 


in regard to the suggestion ; 


j 
| 
| 
| 


of the roll call, there was no quorum present, | POW: oie 
would not, by any means, determine the fact that i Ject is brought up by others, I rise for ghe pur- 


there was no quorum present at the time the mes- | 


sage was received. That could only be determined || 


by there being objection made. If objection were 
not made to the reception of the message, it is to 


be regarded as a message received by the House | 


—a regularly constituted House. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has no doubt at | 
all that the message is regularly before the House, | 


and may be spread upon the Journal. 
Mr. FLORENCE. If the House will indulge 


me in referring ‘tg the antecedent action of the | 
House, I can explain the facts in a few minutes. ` 


The gentlemen will recollect that there was a mo- 


there was no quorum present. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. That was a call of the | 


House. . i 

Mr. FLORENCE. No, sir, it was not. It 
was intimated, and very well understood all round 
the House, that there was an important message 
from the President soon to be sent in. In order 
to retain the members present, a call of the House 


I suppose the re- || 


W 


was ordered; and the call was being proceeded 
with when the message was received. These are 
the facts of the case... I recolleét them very dis- 
tinctly. I will be borne out, I think, by every 
gèntleman who will refresh his memory. The 
call was being proceeded with, with the abject in 
view to get in as many members as possible for 
the reception of the message. 

' The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. FuLorexce}] is mistaken—as the 
Chair thinks—in this, that the call of the House 
followed, not preceded, the reception of the mes- 
sage; and the object was to detain the House in 
session. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 was coming to that fact. 
During the call of the House—— 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The Journal 
| will settle the point; and if gentlemen desire it, or 
if there be a question of order made at all, we will 
refer to the Journal, which cannot be mistaken 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania allow me to make a remark? 

Mr. FLORENCE. | Most-certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to make a sugges- 
tion. I glo-not see that there can. beany difficulty 
in relation to this matter. It is very evident that 


|| the:message is here. It goes to the Speaker’s table, 


I suppose, and will be ready at the opening of the 
next session of Congress when Executive doca- 
ments are being presented to the House. I see no 
necessity of any motion being made now. When- 
ever that message is laid before the House, the 
House wili exercise its constitutional right of 
voting on the bill, and of determining whether they 


i| will, by a two-third vote, carry the measure inde- 


| pendent of the veto. There is no necessity for any 
motion at all in respect to it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The Speaker was right. 
The call of the House was proceeded with after 


|| the message was received. 


The SPEAKER. There is no doubt of it. Then 
there is no motion before the body. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iam only desirous of 
| Saying, in relation to this matter, that I differ with 
the President of the United Statesin the views which 
he expresses on this question. And at the appro- 
priate time I want to place before this House and 
the country the reasons why I differ from him. It 
is due to myself—it is due to him—and it is due to 
| us all—that I should state now that there can be 
| no reason why, if Congress make appropriations 
| for improvements on the shore of the -Atlantic 
| and Pacific, itshould not also make appropriations 
for improvements in the interior. If you must 
have appropriations at all, let all share alike, all 
sections; if you are ready to quit all, fam with you. 

The policy thathe pursues of vetoing appropria- 
tions for interior improvements is wrong, if it 
is right to provide for those improvements any 
| where. If we are to have appropriations for im- 
provements upon the Atlantic and the Pacific, 
there ix no reason why we should not have them 
in the interior. The Government becomes oner- 
ous to us, and injust tous. It is wrong; I differ 
with him upon that point. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I had no ides of discussing 
any proposition connected with this veto message 
now. This is no time for that. But as the sub- 


| pose of saying, that I strike hands with the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricwarpson] upon the 
propositions he lays down. I have never been able 
yet to learn, by anything I have read or seen in 
the Constitution, why we cannot as properly take 
the money which belongs to the people of the 
Siates incommon, and improve, for their benefit, 
the “inland seas ”—our lakes and rivers—as well 
as the sea-board. Why treat with utter neglect 
i those vast arteries of national commerce in the 
l interior? I say to the House, and to gentlemen, 
that the time has come for making the rights 
of the great interior of this nation, against the 


tion made to adjourn; on which motion the yeas | combined power of the Executive, sustained by 


and nays were demanded, and a call ordered. We |; found standing with him, shoulder to shoulder 
had proceeded with that call, and ascertained that | £0094 sta 5 2 SUN 2 


i the interests of the sea-board,a test, and I shall be 


against all parties, against all influences, and 
against all powers that may oppose us. 

Mr. PRATT. I call the gentleman to order. 
This discussion is not in order. oot 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I was about to object. 

The SPEAKER. , The Chair would state that 
there is no proposition before this body which is 
debatable. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL. I did not open any debate. |! 


Why shut down on me? 

Mr. HIBBARD If this debate is to continue, 
{I want to say a word. ; 

Mr. PRATT. We came here to transact such | 
business as might be necessary, and }, for one, 
am not willing to sit here, and hear Buncombe 
speeches. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman may leave, 
if he chooses, for aught I care; and, as | have the : 
floor, I call him to order 

The SPEAKER. The Chair at once states to 
the House that.there is no proposition before the 
body to authorize this discussion. The Chair 
was disposed, so long as others felt inclined to do 
so, to allow gentlemen to make remarks. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I will not object, if I am! 
allowed one question. If this debate is to go on, 
I want a hand in it. 

Mr. FLORENCE, 
allow me a moment. 

{Cries of * Order!” “ Order 17] 4 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot allow 
discussion, unless it be by unanimous consent. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I hope consent will be 
given. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes it will not 
be given, if the Chair may be allowed to express 
a hope. But the Chair would be happy to con- 
form to the wishes of those present, as we havea 
leisure moment upon hand. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I did notintend to discuss | 
the merits at all; nor would [ have said one word 
had not others brought this matter before the 
House; and, to cut all hands off, I now move that 
the House adjourn. 


I hope the House will 


Mr. HIBBARD. Will the gentleman just allow | 
me to say that the friends of the President—— 

{Cries of t Order P’? ¢<Order!?’} 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not see but 


there is asmany who desire to talk now, as when || 
i; and over by the people of the country. T regard 


we are all together. (Laughter.} The gentleman | 
from New Hampshire appeals to the gentleman | 
from Ohio to allow him a moment. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I should be very happy to | 
hear the gentleman from New Hampshire, who | 
> wishes to speak on behalf of the © friends of the | 
President,” or any other member present, upon i 
this subject, as we are told there is nothing else | 
for usto do. Before taking my seat, however, | | 
desire to say a word more. | 
The SPEAKER, Is it the unanimous consent | 
of the House that the gentleman from Ohio pro- | 
ceed with his remarks? | 
There being no objection, | 


Mr. CAMPBELL proceeded: 1 shall be very |! 


[am perfectly willing to extend to others i; é 
‘sary and national. 


brief. 
the right they extend tome. That has been my | 
course uniformly upon all occasions. L was pro- | 


ceeding to say that the inland States were im- ii A kA om À : 
and indefensivle appropriations, this mixture of i| 


posed upon. Jn the valley of the Mississippi, | 
taking the Alleghany ridge as the dividing line, and 
embracing the country extending to the northern 
jakes, there is now more than half the population 


of the United States; and, as a matter of course, |! 


: the proper time, to defend them. Sir, I am sorry 


feat of the measure. 


they have to bear more than one half of all the i: 


burdens of the General Government. They con- 
iribute more than one half of the money for the | 
appropriations that are made for the benefit of the 
exterfial commerce, for your light-hoases, your 
Navy, your coast survey, and other sea-board 
improvements; more than half of the money for 
the common defense and general welfare. Yet, 


sir, within about fifteen years we have had but || 


one single bill ofany consequence for the improve- 


ment of the rivers,.lakes, and harbors of that | 


ammense valley. i 
Those who have come here from the West have, | 
through their Representatives, without distinetion 
of party, urged their claims for that section, and 
for all other measures of national improvement. | 
Sor the purpose of showing that they have not been i 
sectional in this matter, T refer to the fact that a 


i nois. 


_ for himself. He has rot heretofore been a favorer 


Tew days since they voted for the Cape Fear river | 
appropriaticn, which was not vetoed. Yet, sir, |: 
tms very measure, whick benefits the West, that © 


‘has heen carried through this House and through : 
the Senate by the aid of the votes of the friends 

of the Executive, in each of which they have a 

majority of two to one, i 
powerofone mant Ay, sir, and strange to tell 
that very man pretends that the great principle 
which governs his Executive acta is thatof “ pop- 
ular sovereignty !’’ How ridiculous to profese to i 


& 
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úcken down by the: 
ao 


: Ii, noes 14, 


i question. i 


: the wronged West, advocating the just demands 


i North, South, East, and West, wronging no State | 
‘or section. They are principles laid down by the 


make that the rule which has controlled his con- 
duct on this occasion, 

Now, sir, in this state of the case, as this ques- 
tion is not now in a condition in which it can be 
acted upon, and as it will come up the next ses- 
sion and be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, when it can be 
discussed, | close, by repeating, that I shall strike į 
hands with the gentleman from Illinois, and all 
other men who will represent traly these interior 
interests without regard to party. I shall stand 
with men of any party, the unflinching friend of 


of ‘popular sovereignty’’ against the tyranny of 
the veto power. 
Mr. SMITH, of Alabama, obtained the floor. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I must object to this dis- 
cussion going on further. There is no occasion | 
for any more speeches. af 

Mr. HIBBARD. I hope the gentleman from 
North Carolina will withdraw his objection to 
allow me to say a word. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Smitu] is entided to the floor if the 
debate is to proceed. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 1 did not come here this 
morning expecting that this matter was to come 
upnow. The discussion is manifestly premature, 
and out of order. 1 do not propose to engage in 
it at this time; but after what has been said by 
the gentleman fram Ohio and the gentleman from | 
Mlinois, | desire to say that, at the proper time 
and place, the friends of the principles embodied | 
in the President’s message, will, I apprehend, be |! 
prepared to defend and maintain them as the doc- || 
trines of republican equality, based upon the Con- |: 
stitution itself, alike just to the whole country, | 


fathers of the Democratic church, sanctioned over 


them as just in theory, and expedient in practice. 
As such, I repeat, their friends will be ready, at 


to see a gentieman so fair-minded as the gentle- ;! 
man from Ohio usually is, make what seems an jj 
attempt to create sectional feeling between differ- j 
ent portions of the country—something that looks | 
like an appeal to the sectional feelings of the | 
West. | do not think his intention is such, and ; 
Í am quite sure his remarks will have no such | 
effect at home, when the subject shall be exaim- || 
ined and understood. ‘| 

The doctrine of the message, as I understand |; 
it, would, by no means, preclude improvements | 
for the West. It would allow such as are neces- | 


tt would cut off those of a 
contrary character, many of which are found i 
in this bill, [tis this introduction of uncalled-for | 


evil with good, that seems to have caused the de- | 
The authority of Jackson : 
will be invoked in vain, for anything in contraven- i 
tion of the principles of this message. Attempts | 
to stimulate the people of any section against them, | 
will, in the end, be equally fruitless. The sober 
second thought will be found in the fature, as in 
the past, sound and efficient. . i 

We have had political coalitions heretofore. | 
Attempts at combinations of sectional elements for | 
factions purposes are now being made in various | 
quarters. With what success remains to be seen. | 


e 
D 


| 


sion, makes advances to the zendeman from Ili- 
He proposes a striking of hands for an | 
onslaught upon the principles of the message. i 
will not assume to answer for the gentleman from | 
Mlinois. He is always able to speak and to act | 
| 
of coalitions, or of local excitements for purposes i! 
of faction and disorganization. Ai 
Mr. PRATT. I object to this discussion, and : 
shall persist in the objection from a sense of duty. 
Ushalt yield to nobody. 1 move that the House | 
do now adjourn, k 
The question was taken, and the House re- | 
fused to adjourn; there being, ona division—ayes . 


Mr. PRATT, {f object to all discussion of th 


i 
e; 


: bled, and gained the victory for 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
The Chair being called on, will enforce the rule. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then, as we cannot speak 
to the matter, what is to be done? 

The SPEAKER, By the resolution it seems 
that we are even deprived of a call of the House. 
Whether we have not the power, under the Con- 
stitution, to order one, is another question, Any 


| fifteen members, the Speaker being one, may 


have a call of the House. . 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [think that message may 
come in from the President. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
there is no necessity for the House remaining 
longer in session. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I suppose there is 
nothing particularly before the body? 

The SPEAKER. There is no proposition at 
all before the body. 

Mr. SMITH. In the early part of the session 
I intimated to my constituents that on some veca- 
sion I designed to examine and present my views 
in the form of a speech, on Mr. Marcy ’s celebrated 
letter in reference to Koszta. Various circum- 
stances, Mr. Speaker, have operated on me, and 
Iam not sure but that my modesty has been the 
predominant one ofall, [laughter,] and I have been 
prevented making it here,though I have prepared 
myself with a great deal of care. I desire that I 


i may have unanimous consent to print it as though 
i it had been made on this occasion. 


There is not 
the slightest personality in it. It isa purely logi- 
cal examination of the letter to which I have 
referred. 

There was no objection; and it was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I shall not enter into a 
discussion now, nor do I know that I shall do so 
at any other time, of the principles involved in 
the President’s veto message. I wish, however, 
to notice a remark which fell from my friend from 
(llinois. We have heard of various combinations 
which have been recently formed in this country. 
Fusion between those who claimed to be Demo- 
erats and Whigs, Free-Soilers and Abotitionists. 


| T have not been particularly astonished at these 


combinations and fusions and striking of hands. 
Nobody has been. But | must confess that I am 
somewhat astonished at the fusion we have wit- 
nessed here this morning, and I think the country 
will be astonished. Antipodes have met to-day. 
The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CAMPBELL) and 
the gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. RICHARDSON] 
have ‘struck hands’? in the American Congress. 
I congratulate my friend from Illinois in the com- 
pany he places himself in this morning. He has 
fought a gallant and a glorious battle during this 
session of Congress against the gentleman from 
Ohio and his friends. He gained the victory, but 
after the victory has been gained, he surrenders 
hisarms, and we now find him in fond, affectionate, 
and loving embrace with the gentleman from 
Ohio. Now, however worthy my friend from 
Ohio, personally, may be, I should dislike very 
much to go to my Democratic constituents—my 
friend from Illinois can speak for himself, but we 
have codperated together as Democrats here; I 


i suppose a Democrat in Mississippi would be a 


Demoerat in Illinois, and vice versa—t should 
dislike very much to go to my Democratic friends 


in Mississippi, and tell them that I had struck 


hands with the gentleman from Ohio. Now, I 
do not know how it may be with my friend from 
Hiinois. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Itis all right. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. It may be all right with 
him, but it would not be all right with me. These 
are all the remarks I intended to make, and I will 
not detain the House longer. 

Mr. STRAUB. Lalso ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House present to put upon record a 
few remarks upon a subject, sir, which is a little 
nearer my heart than any other which has been 
discussed during this session. 

[Cries of “ Hear him!” ‘ Hear him!’’} 

Mr. STRAUB. I have but a word to say 
All l ask is the privilege to publish a few remarks 
in favor of the veteran sdidiers who fought, and 
our country in 
1812. [Laughter. 

[Cries of “Agreed!” “Agreed P’) 

[Mr. STRAUB offered the following resolation 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the further con- 


` 
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sideration of bill No. 428, granting 
officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
service of the United States, 

Mr. STRAUB said, that it was his intention to if 
put the bill on its immediate passage; that the |; 
discrimination made by the pension laws against |; 
the veterans of 1812 was alike unjustand unreason- | 
able. Nota word of complaint should be uttered | 
against the bounties allowed to the soldiers serving | 
in Mexico; on the contrary, I am ia favor of that 
andall pension laws now in existence, and, indeed, 
the reasons which sustain those pensions operate 
with quite equal force in favor of the soldiers of 
the British war of 1812. Did not the soldiers of 
that war expose their lives and personal safety in 
the contest with the joint powers of Great Britain 
as much as those in the Mexican war? Was it 
not as gallant, brave, and patriotic for Americans 
to contend against the then acknowledged mistress 
of the world upon sea and land, as it was against 
weak, undiciplined, half famished, and powerless 
Mexico? 

It was the glorious victories on land and sea |! 
gained by our gallant soldiersand mariners in the | 
war of 1812, that stamped our national character 
with the iron heel of invincibility, and taught the | 
nations of Europe that they had to deal with no | 

| 


infantile foe. The success of thé American Army 
in that sanguinary struggle compelled the British 
lion to crouch to the American eagle, and satisfied 
all nations that America was more than a match |; 
for Great Britain. The blood that flowed at |; 
Bridgewater, Lundy’s Lane, and New Orleans, 

was as rich and as precious as the kindred blood | 
that watered the fields of Buena Vista, Cerra 
Gorda, and Contreras. Why, then, should any 
invidious distinction be made? | 

The veterans of the war of 1812 are growing |; 
old, are fastapproaching that bourne from whence |! 
no traveler returns. They have long been ne- 
glected, and as they aided to cover the Army and 
the flag of our country in its darkest hour with 
honor and with glory, shall they be spurned from 
the doors of Congress? Let no such crying in- 
justice be done. The soldiers of the Revolution | 
suffered for nearly half a century the pains and 
mortifications of poverty and distress. Our nation 
was then poor and unable to afford adequate as- 
sistance, now tt is rich, great and powerful. Your 
Treasury is overflowing, and your territory so 
vastly extended, that it affords a world within i 
itself. Hundreds of thousands of miles square, 
containing some hundreds of millions of acres of 
wild lands, are now owned by the Government. 
Under these circumstances, shall it play the miser |. 
and the ungrateful requiter of patriotic services? 
I trust not; it would shame us in the eyes of the 
world. 

It is a humiliating factthat, notwithstanding the 
boasted clamor we make of freedom and protec- 
tion to American citizens, the duty here due the 
soldier and patriot is too often overlooked, the re- 
ward for services of the men who fought and bled 
and gained the victories under the American flag, 
which has made this the greatest nation under 
God’s footstool, which guarantied to the Ameri- 
can people liberty and independence, and which | 
secured to the members on this and the other floor | 
of Congress the high and honorable position they | 
occupy. This fact seems to be passed as the idle 
wind, whilst every other country (no matter how 
despotic) rewards the services of the soldier as 
well, if not better, and with more promptness and 
charity, than does the Government of the United 
States. In many other countries, the victorious 
officer or soldier is immediately promoted, and 
provision made for his wantsand comforts during 
his natural life. Is it notte be deplored that we 
cannot give the Government of the United States 
credit for awarding justice to those of oursoldiers 
whose best days were spent in the cause of their 
country; and, I repeat, while the United States 
Treasury is overflowing, and millions of money |. 
and acres of land are being continually voted to | 
the States and to corporations already enriched by 
such apprepriations; whilst the old soldier, poor 
and disabled, with means inadequate to protect | 
him from absolute suffering, is denied agmail, and |: 
to this Government, a beggarly pittance of a few | 
acres of land, which to it would be as a grain of | 
sand taken from the sea shore, or a drop of water | 
abstracted from the bosom of the mighty ocean. | 
Tam of opinion that the soldiers engaged in the |: 
Indian war should be likewise rewarded with |: 


] 


| what ocean. 


| culiar hardships and privations, 


| Mississippi, [Mr. BARKSDALE. ] 
i lates me that i find myseif in company with 


: these principles. 


|: stand by it, i do not care who is x 
iis for it. 


i bounties. Their services were perilous, onerous, 


and valuable. 


They undoubiedly deserve the 


i favor and patronage of their ‘country. 
The marine corps, too, are entitled to a like: 


compensation. [ts services have been severe and 


praiseworthy, and why should not men who fight |: 


upon sea be equally honored and rewarded with 
those who fight upon land? The history of our 
country will prove that the Indian fighters and 
marine corps have, at all times, notonly sustained 
their own honor, in an eminent degree, but it also 
proves that no service in war is so adventurous or 
hazardous as that against the savage Indians. No 
home, no place of ambush, is free from danger. 
Many instances might be cited, too, to prove the 
bravery and gallantry of our marines in the war 


of 1812—suffice it to say, that the victory on Lake | 


Erie, under the command of the gallant Perry, is 
sufficient of itself to cover them with laurels and 
with glory. tn Mexico, too, they bore themselves 
worthy of their high calling—always true to their 


|: duty, and mindful of their mission to gallantly 


defend the flag of their country when occasion 
required it, no matter how far from home, or upon 


raw and ill disciplined, the officers without any 
practical knowledge of the art and science of war; 


: clothing bad, subsistence worse, and the conse- 


quent loss of health inevitable; the fighting was 


| obstinate and sanguinary, the fields bloody, and 


everything connected with the war painful and de- 
plorable. 
militia, who served in the war of 1812, exposed 


: themselves to the utmost privations; and if Con- 
| gress were to fail to recognize and make amends 


to them, disgrace by such wanton negligence 
would certainly follow. I trust, ere the present 
session closes, justice may be done to those who 
are yet living, and to the heirs of thoseupon whom 
the cold grave has closed, and whose earthly ca- 
reer has ceased forever.} 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have but a single 
remark to make in reply to the gentleman from 
He congratu- 


strange bed-fellows. I have laid down the posi- 


i tion upon which I stand, and I stand there, I care 


not who stands with me, or who against me. | 
form my own opinion upon every subject, and | 
act upon that without regard to the opinion of 
anybody else. 1 repeat, here, to the House, that 
l do not care what the President may think upon 
this, or that, or any other subject. The policy 
of the Government which allows appropriations 
to the sea-board, and claims them to be constitu- 
tional, and yet denies them to the interior, is wrong 
and unjust, and } condemn it. l do not care who 
goes with me. As for the positions which T take, 
I assume them for myself. The position which I 
take I assume for myself. I assume it here and 
elsewhere, and everywhere. I have voted on 
Nor are they the opinions of a 
day. When Congress determines to strike down 


(|! appropriations for everything in the shape of 


public improvements, and to leave them entirely 
to the several States, when it-discontinues its 
appropriations for New York, Philadelphia, Bal- 
timore, New Orleans, and every other place, for 
light-houses, and buoys, and custom-houses, and 
coast surveys, I will then stand by the gentlemen 
who support this veto, and will go with them. 
But when gentlemen come and say, we are for 
these things, but we are against those things 
which are for the benefit of internal commerce, | 
denounce that policy as unjustand wrong. When 


i you claim the right constitutionally to make ap 


propriations for the sea-board, and deny the same 


: to the interior, I do not care who stands with me 
i or who stands against me, but I oppose that 
| policy. 


I walk the track in opposition to it, and 
I care not whether I have to trudge italone. The 
position I assume is just, it is right, and I will 


against it or who 


Mr. BARKSDALE. Willthe gentleman from 
Illinois yield me the floor for a question? 

Mr RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- 


tleman from Hlinois what works he regards as} 


national, what as local, and what works he ap- 
proves? Nothing more than that. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


it will be remembered that many ii 
| soldiers of the war of 1812 were subjected to pe- | 
The army was 


Many of the regulars, volunteers, and |i 


I will answer the gen- ! 


i tleman: My opinion about this thing is that Ffol- 
low a safe precedent. I think that General Jack- 
| son was about as good a man to strike harids with 
on this subject as could be found in the country. ` 
‘Mr. FLORENCE, He is very good authority 
with our people. 
f Mr. RICHARDSON. And he is pretty good 
i authority with mine. When I go home and tell 
¡i! my constituents that I stand where General Jack- 
son stood, Ít is no disgrace to me to say that rhe 
i gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Campsznt] follows in 
{i the wake of the lights laid down by him, and that 
i| he says it is right to follow him. : . 
| Now, I have one single thing further to say. I 
‘have said that if appropriations were to be made 
iat all, I was in favor of appropriations for the im- 
| provement of the western rivers. And I may ask 
i| —and ask triumphantly—if the great Mississippi. 
iriver is not a national stream—running through 
| and touching, as it does, some ten States of this 
Union? What is the Atlantic more? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman from 
illinois allow me to propound a question to the 
honorable member from Mississippi, [Mr. Bargs- 
DALE?) F 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. ' 
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of the gentleman from Illinois, which is started 
upon the upper waters of the Mississippi, and 
floats on that river, becomes a national commerce? 
Ie it when it gets down into his State? Or does it 
not become a national commerce, and worthy of 
national attention, until it gets to the Balize? 1 
suppose that whenever it gets to the point to which 
the light-houses and coast survey extend, the gen- 
tleman then finds the power in theConstitution to 
make appropriations for its protection. I should 
like to know his doctrine on this point, 

Mr. RUFFIN. I believe all hands have had 
something to say upon this subject. It was dis- 
! tinctly understood that we were to do nothin 
here but to adjourn, beyond the signing of bills. 
l object to any further speaking, and I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. f would like to make a 
remark. : 

i Mr. PURYEAR. I riseto a question of or- 
er, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
; Carolina rises to a question of order, and the gen- 

tleman from Mississippi will suspend. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I insist upon the motion. 

Mr. PURYEAR. The gentleman had not the 
floor to make that motion; the gentleman from 
Mississippi was upon the floor. , 

The SPEAKER. (The Chair overrules the 
question of order. It is true the gentleman from 
Mississippi was upon the floor proceeding to dis- 
cuss something out of order. Neither the gentle- 
man from Mississippi nor the gentleman from 
Illinois have the right to the floor for the purpose 
of discussing anything. But the Chair was dis- 
| posed to indulge gentlemen, so long as there was 
no objection, z 

Mr. RUFFIN. There are several gentlemen 
who want to make speeches; but it was distinctly 
understood that nothing was to be done here, and 
we did not come here to do business. I insist 
upon my motion. 

The question was taken on the motion; and, 
upon a division, there were—ayes 11, noes 15. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I want to say a word. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, if 
objection is made. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I was upon the floor, 
but yielded it to the gentleman from Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from 
North Carolina arrested the discussion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I was proceeding by 
unanimous consent, 

The SPEAKER. And by unanimous consent 
alone can this discussion go forward. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Then no discussion is in 
order. $ 


August 7, . 1854. 


explanation. 
he SPEAKER. A personal explanation is 
out of order., ` 


Mr. FLORENCE. 
by unanimous consent. 


I suppose it can be made 


“The SPEAKER, > It can. 

Mr. PRATT. Lobject. 3 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the House will 
allow me to write out a single remark | wish to 
make, as it is important to the country, and 

[Cries of £ Order !”? « Order !?"] 

Mr. FLORENCE. I beg the gentleman from 
Connecticùt will withdraw his objection, as my 
explanation will not occupy two minutes. 

Mr. PRATT. I cannot. 

Mr. FLORENCE. = I think it will be better for | 

ou and your constituents. 

The SPEAKER. . Is it the unanimous consent 
of the House that the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia make a personal explanation. 


Mr. PRATT. No. -| 

The SPEAKER. How many minutes may he 
speak ? 

[A Voice. None at all.] 


Mr. CURTIS. I move that the House do now 
adjourn.. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, sir, I suppose I may 
have the privilege of printing my remarks. I de- 
sire 


1 
i 
t 
i 


| Senate, which I know will not be ruled out of 


spect for the Chair. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that | 
| very well; but the gentleman seemed to be inat- Í 
| tentive to the objections which were made to his | 
| proceeding. - i 
| The question was then put; and Mr. Curris’s | 
motion waseagreed to; and ae i 
| Thereupon (at half past one o’clock) the House || 
adjourned until Monday at half-past seven o’clock, |! 
[a.m 


| IN SENATE. 
Monnay, August 7, 1854. | 
The Senate met at eight o’clock, a. m. | 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Surcer. 
On motion by Mr. MORTON, the reading of | 
the Journal of Saturday was dispensed with. 
THANKS TO PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. MORTON, (Mr. Bricnr temporarily oc- 
cupying the chair.) Mr. President, I beg leave | 
to submit a resolution for the consideration of the 


order under the joint resolution of the two Houses. | 
it is a resolution which will meet with a cordial 


response from every voice here present; and even 
if we had a full Senate, I confidently believe there 
would not*be a single dissent to its adoption. The 
resolution is: 5 


Resolved, That the unanimous thanks of the Senate be, 
and the same are hereby, tendered to the Hon. Davip R. 
ATCHISON for the very able, dignified, and impartial man- 
nerin which he has presided over the deliberations of the 
Senate during this present session now about to terminate. 


The resolution was unanimously adopted, 

Mr. ATCHISON, having resumed the chair, 
said: Senators, before we adjourn, I wish to re- 
turn my thanks for the compliment contained in 
the resolution just adopted; and I desire you to 


| take for granted that everything which ought to 


be said upon the occasion is said. And now, in 
pursuance of the resolution adopted by the two 
Houses of Congress, I declare the Senate ad- 
journed sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
'  Mownnay, August 17, 1854. 

The House met at half past seven o’clock, a. m. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. 

At’ eight o’clock the SPEAKER called the 
House to order, and said: In obedience to the 
joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress, 
this House stands adjourned sine die. . 

Thus ended the first session of the Thirty-Third 
Congress. 


Page 739, column 3, line 6 from the top of the column—for 
* protected”? read “ prejudiced.” 

Page 740, column 1, tine 12 from the bottom—for * discon- | 

| 
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tinue” read “ discountenance,” 
Page 740, column 3, 7th line of Mr. Houston’s remarks-— 
for “ unto” read “into,” 


ERRATA, 


Page 742, column 1, {4th line from the bottom—for re- 
maining” read “ removing.” 
Page 743, column 2, 7th line from the bottom—for € two ”? | 


read “ three.?? 
i Page 743, column 3, 7th Jine-from the top—for * the” read | 
“our? | 


| Page 848, column 2, 18th line from the top—for ‘í Chicka- 


|} saws” read “ Cherokees.” 
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| appropriated.” 


| Page 2067, column 3, 3d paragraph, 7th line—for “ the 
Treasury” read “ War.” 
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LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES, 


ns 


PUBLIC ACTS OF THE THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS 


OF THE 


UNITED STATES, 


Passed at the First Session, which was begun and held in the Ci 
the Sth day ef December, 


Frankien Pierce, President; Davin R. Arcuison, President of the Senate 


House of Representatives. 


T.—An Act concerning the District Courts of 
the United States in California. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there shall be appointed by the 
President of the United States, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, a district 
judge for the southern judicial district heretofore 
established in the State of California; and that 
the sessions of the district court at San José, 
Stockton, and Sacramento are hereby abolished. 
And in case of the sickness or other inability of 
the district judge for the southern district of Cali- 
fornia to hold the terms of the district court at the 
places. prescribed by law, or either of them, it 
shall be lawful for the district judge of the north- 
ern district of California to hold the said sessions 
of the district court for the southern district, or 
any of them. And in case the district judge for 
the northern judicial district of California shall, 
from sickness or other cause, be unable to hold 
the sessions of the district court for the northern 
district of California at the times and places ap- 
pointed by law, or either of them, it shall and 
may be lawful for the district judge for the south- 
ern district of California to hold said sessions of 
the district court for the northern district of Cali- 
fornia, or any or either of them. 

LINN BOYD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
D. R. ATCHISON, 
President of the Senate pro tempore. 
Avprovep, January 18, 1854. 
FRANKLIN PIERCE. 


Pusuic, 


Punic, H.—An Act to continue in force the act en- 
titled “ An act to ascertain and settle the Private 
Land Claims in the State of California,” and for 
other purposes. - 

Be it enacted by ihe Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United Siates of Americain Congress 
assembled, That an act entitled * An act to ascer- 
tain and settle the private land claims in the | 
Stateof California,” passed March third, eighteen ; 
hundred and fifty-one, be, and the same is hereby, | 
continued in force for one year from and after the 
third day of March, A. D. eighteen hundred and l 
fifty-four, for the purpose of enabling the board of | 
commissioners appointed under said act to de- 
termine the claims presented to said board under | 
the act aforesaid. 


|| or at the City Hall of the city of New York, shall | 


if 
i; be in fact returnable at, and shall be returned to, i| 
(| purposes. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said 
board of commissioners may appoint one or more, l!i 


140 


ty of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
1853, and ended on Monday, the Ith day of August, 1854. 


pro tempore; Linn Boyn, Speaker of the - 


not exceeding three, competent persons to act as 
commissioners in the taking of testimony to be 
used before said board, who shall receive a com- 
pensation to be fixed by said board, but not to | 
exceed ten dollars per diem. 
Approven, January 18, 1854. 


Pusute, II.—An Act to provide a place for the hold- | 
ing of the Courts of the United States in the South- 
ern District of New York, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That it shall be lawful for the Secretary 
of the Interior to provide by lease, from year to 
year, or for a term of years, at his discretion, 
rooms in the city of New York for holding the 
courts of the United States for the southern dis- | 
trict of New York, and for the accommodation of | 
the judges of the said courts, and of the district 
attorney and marshal of the United States for the 
southern district of New York, and for the clerks 
of the circuit and district courts of said district. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all orders, į 


circuit or district court of the United States for the | 
southern district of New York may be dated, 
tested, and made returnable at the United States |i 
court room, inthe city of New York, and whether į 
made returnable at the United States court room, | 


f 
venires, writs, process, and recognizances in the | 
| 


the court room in the city of New York where, 


at the time of such return, the court shall be |! 


courts for the southern district of New York shall 
be held, and trials in actions therein had, at the i 
court rooms that may, from time to time, be pro- | 
vided for that purpose. 

Approven, February 2, 1854. | 
| 
| 
Punic, IV.—An Act granting the Franking Priv- | 

ilege to the Superintendent of the Coast Survey and f 

the Assistant in charge of the office of said Coast | 

Survey. i 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- ; 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the Superintendent of the Coast | 


| 
actually held; and that the said circuit and district ; 


Survey and the assistant in charge of the office of | 

the Coast Survey shall be authorized to receive and 

transmit, free of postage, by the mails, all letters | 

and documents in relation to their public duties. | 
Approven, February 2, 1854. 


|| delivery be, and is hereby, annexed to an 
i| a part of the collection 


- Postic, V.—An Act to constitute Quincy, in the 


State of Illinois, a Port of Delivery. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 


i| assembled, That Quincy, in the State of Illinois, 


shall be, and is hereby, constituted a port of de- 
livery, and shall be subject to the same regulations 
and restrictions as other ports of delivery in the 
United States; and there shall be appointed a sur- 


(| veyor of customs, to reside at said port, who shall, 


in addition to his own duties, perform the’ duties 
and receive the salary and emoluments of sur- 
veyor prescribed by the act of Congress, approved 
on the second of March, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-one, providing for the payment of duties on 
imported goods at certain ports therein mentioned, 
entitled ** An act allowing the duties on foreign 
merchandise imported into Pittsburg, Wheeling, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, Nashville, and 
Natchez, to be secured and-paid at those places,” 
and the said city of Quincy aid the said port of 
made 
istrict of New Orleans; 


| and all the facilities and privileges afforded by said 


act of Congress of the second of March, eighteen 


; hundred and thirty-one, be, and hereby are, ex- 
; tended to the said port of Quincy. 


Approven, February 2, 1854. 


i Pusuic, VI.—4An Act giving furiher time for sat- 


isfying Claims for Bounty Lands, end for other 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repres 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 


| assembled, That the act entitled ‘* An act to provide 


| for satisfying claims for bounty lands for military 
| services in the late war with Great Britain, and 
| for other purposes,” approved July twenty-seven, 
| eighteen hundred and forty-two, and also the two 
‘ acts approved July twenty-seventh, eighteen hun- 
| dred and thirty-five, therein and thereby revived, 
| shall be, and the same are hereby, revived and 
! continued in force for five years, to be computed 
| from the twenty-sixth day of June, one thousand 
i eight hundred and fifty-three. 

Approven, February 8, 1854. 


i 
| Posuic, VH.—An Act to regulate the Disbursement 


|| of the Contingent Fund of the Senate, and for other 


| purposes. 
| Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 


i assembled, That the moneys which have been, or 


~ 
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March, 


may hereafter be, appropriated for the compensa- 
tion of members and officers, and for the contin- | 
gent expenses of the Senate, shall be paid at the 
Treasury on requisition drawn by the Secretary | 
of the Senate, and shall be kept, disbursed, and 
accounted for by him, according to law; and the 
said Secretary shall be deemed a disbursing officer. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That in lieu of 
the bond now required by law to. be given by the 
Secretary of the Senate, he shall give bond to the 
United States, within ten days after the passage 
of this act, with one or more sureties, to be ap- 
proved by the Comptroller of the Treasury, in 
the penal sum of twenty thousand dollars, with 
condition for the faithful application and disburse- 
ment of such funds as may be drawn from the 
Treasury under this act; which ‘bond shall be de- 
posited in the Comptroller’s office; and it shall 
be the duty of each and every Secretary of the 
Senate who may hereafter be chosen, to give bond 
as aforesaid, within thirty days after he enters 
upon the duties of his office, and before making 
any requisition as aforesaid. ; 

gc. 3. And be it further enacted, Thatit shall be | 

the duty of the said Secretary of the Senate to de- į 

osit the moneys aforesaid which may come into | 
fis hands with the depositary who may be desig- į 
nated by the Secretary of the Treasury, for other 
disbursing officers in the city of Washington; 
and all payments on account of the pay and mile- 
age of members of the Senate, and all payments 
of their officers, and for the contingent expenses 
of the Senate, shall be by drafts drawn by the | 
Secretary on such depositary. 

Arpnoven, February 10, 1854. 


Pusuic, VIN. —An Act to indemnify the State of In- 
diana for the failure of title to a Township of Land | 
granted to said State on her admission into the Union | 
an eighteen hundred and sixteen. | 


‘Whereas, by a decision of the Supreme Court ! 
of the United States, made January twenty-fifth, | 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, the State of In- | 
diana has lost one out of the two townships of 
land granted to her for the use of a State univer- 
sity by act of April sixteenth, eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, and has become liable to refund to a 

rivate corporation the proceeds of said township 
etetatore appropriated to the support of the State | 
University of Indiana: for remedy thereof: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Governor of the State of In- 
diana be authorized to select out of lands of the; 
United States, within the said State, now sub- 
ject to private entry, nineteen thousand and forty 
acres of land in legal subdivisions, and shall cer- 
tify the sume to the Secretary of the Interior, 
who shall, forthwith, on receipt of said certificate, 
issue, to the State of Indiana, patents for said 
lands: Provided, The proceeds of said lands, when | 
sold, shall be, and forever remain, a fund for the: 
use of the Indiana University. 

Appnoven, February 23, 1854. 


Pusu, LX.—An Act to extend the Limits of the 
Port of New Orleans. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the port of New Orleans beso ex- 
tended as to embrace the right bank of the Mis- || 
sissippi river, for the same distance up said bank | 
as it now extends on the left bank. | 

Approven, February 23, 1854. j 

| 


Pursue, X.—.In Act supplemental to an act entitled | 
“An act to ascertain and settle the Private Land | 
Claims in the State of California,” approved March | 
third, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the following named persons, viz: i 
Henry C. Boggs, Levi W. Hardman, Wiley : 
Sneed, Stephen Broadhurst, Smith and Kristeen, i 
George H. Woodman, Berthald and Lorrin, | 
Fisher and Guildiildt, and William Clark, or | 
either of them, or their representatives, may, || 
within six months after the passage of this act, || 
present their claims to the commissioners who 
were appointed under the provisions of the act to | 


| 
ij 
HH 
i 
j 


which this is a supplement; and the said commis- | 
sioners are hereby empowered to hear and dispose | 


of the sameas effectually as though the said claims 
had been presented in due time under the thir- 


| teenth section of the aforesaid act. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the per- 
sons named in this act shall be limited and confined, 
in their claims, to purchases made of Don Salva- 
dor Valligo, a Mexican grantee, for a part of the 

lace known as “ Entre Napa,” and situate in 

Napa county, State of California. And the said 
commissioners shall be satisfied that the said per- 
sons named derived title to their respective claims 
previous to the third day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-three. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
persons nanied shall be entitled to no privilege not 
conferred on claimants under the original act, but 
as to an extension of time in which their claims 
may be respectively made to the said commis- 
sioners. 

Approven, February 23; 1854. 


Pusuic, XI .—An Act for the extension of the Preémp- | 


tion Privilege in the State of California. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 


assembled, That the provisions of the act of the | 


fourth of September, eighteen hundred and forty- 
one, granting preémption rights to settlers on the 
public lands, as modified and made applicable to 
the State of California by the act of the third of 
March, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, shall be 
further modified by extending the provisions of 


the third proviso in the sixth section of the afore- | 


said act of the third of March, eighteen hundred 

and fifty-three, to settlements made prior to and 

within two years after the passage of this aos. 
Avrroven, March 1, 1854. 


Puric, XU. —An Act for the relief of the United 
States Troops who were sufferers by the recent dis- 
aster to the Steamship San Francisco. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there shall be paid, under the 
direction of the President, to each of the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, who, on the twenty-first day of December, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, embarked at New 


York, under orders for Californiay on the steam- ! 


ship San Francisco, and who was on board that 
vessel on the occasion of her recent disaster at 
sea, and to Lieutenant Francis Key Murray, and 
any other officer or seaman of the United States 
Navy, who was on board the said steamship un- 
der orders, a sum equal in amount to his pay and 
allowances for eight months. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any 


such officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, | 
or private shall have died before receiving such | 


payment, from any cause consequent upon said 
disaster, his widow, if one survive him, and if 
not, then his minor children, if any there be, shall 


be paid a sum equal in amount to six months’ | 


pay and allowances of the deceased. And that 


the widows and minor children of these officers, ` 


non-commissioned officers, and privates who per- 
ished by this disaster, or who died from disease 
in consequence thereof, shail be allowed pensions 


in the same manner in all respects as if the said ; 


officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
had been killed in battle. 
Approven, March 97, 1854. 


Pusuic, XH. —An Act for the relief of Settlers on 
Lands reserved for Railroad purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- || 
sentatives of the United Slates of America in Congress |: 
| assembled, That every settler on public lands which | 


have been or may be withdrawn from market in 
consequence of proposed railrouds, and who had 
settled thereon prior to such withdrawal, shall be 
entitled to preémption at the ordinary minimum 


to the lands settled on and cultivated by them: ! 


Provided, They shall prove up their rights accord- 
ing to such rules and regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Interior, and pay 
for the same before the day that may be fixed by 
the President's proclamation for the restoration of 
said lands to market. 

Approvep, March 27, 1854. 


Puric, XIV.— dn Act to amend an act entitled 
t An act to divide the State of Arkansas inte two 


Judicial Districts,” approved March the third, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-one. 


Be it’enacted by ihe Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That upon conviction of offenders in the 
western judicial district of the State of Arkansas, 
for offenses to which punishment by confinement 
in the penitentiary is annexed, it shall be lawful 
for the court before whom convietions have or 
may be had, to sentence convicts to undergo im- 
prisonment in the penitentiary house of the State 
situated in the eastern judicial district, in the same 
manner as though the penitentiary house was 
situated in the wester judicial district of the State 
of Arkansas; and the counties of Sevier and Se- 
bastian in the said State are hereby added to, and 
made a part of; the western judicial district. 

Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted, That when any 
person shall be convicted, in the district court for 
i| the western district of Arkansas, of any offense, 
committed after the passage of this act, the punish- 
ment or part of the punishment whereof is im- 
prisonment by the laws now existing, the said 
punishment or part of the punishment shall be con- 
finement and imprisonment with hard Jabor for the 
same length of time, and shall be carried into effect 
as provided in the preceding section. 

Sre. 3. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
contained in the twenty-fifth section of an act en- 
titled ‘An act to regulate intercourse with the In- 
dian tribes, and preserve peace on the frontiers,” 
approved thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-four, shall be construed to extend or apply 
to said Indian country any of the laws enacted for 
the District of Columbia, and that nothing con- 
tained in the twentieth section of the said act, which 
provides for the punishment of offenses therein 
|| specified, shall be construed to extend to any Inv 
|| dian committing said offenses in the Indian country 
or to any Indian committing any offense in the 
i| Indian country who has been punished by the local 
law of the tribe, or in any case, where, by treaty 
stipulations, the exclusive jurisdiction over such 
offenses may now or hereafter be secured to said 
Indian tribes, respectively; and anything in said 
act inconsistent with this act be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Thatany white 
person who shall hereafter set fire, or attempt to set 
fire, to any house, outhouse, cabin, stable, or other 
building, in said Indian country, to whomsoever 
belonging; and any Indian who shall set fire to 
any house, outhouse, cabin, stable, or other build- 
ing, in said Indian country, belonging to or in 
lawful possession of a white person, in whole orin 
part, and whether the same be consumed or not, 
shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and shall be 
punished by confinement and imprisonment, with 
hard labor for not more than twenty-one nor less 
than two years. 

Sre. 5. And be it further enacted, That any white 
person who shall make an assaultuponan Indian, 
or other person, orany Indian who shall makean 
'| assault upon a white person, within said Indian 
| country, with a gun, rifle, sword, pistol, knife, or 
i| any other deadly weapon, with intent to kill or 
maim the person so assaulted, shall be deemed 
guilty of a felony, and shall, on conviction, be 
punished with confinementand imprisonment, with 
‘hard labor, for not more than five years nor less 
| than one year. 
| Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in ali 
: criminal cases upon indictment, for offenses com- 
| mitted in said Indian country, prior to the creation 
| of said western district of Arkansas, now pend- 
| ing in the circuit court of the United States for the 


| 

| 

|| eastern district of Arkansas, process for witnesses 
| residing or to be found in said western district, 
may issue to the marshal of said eastern district, 
j and be executed by him in any part of said 
western district; and that the fees of all witnesses 
; So summoned shall! be paid by the United States. 
| Approven, March 27, 1854. 


i Punic, XV.—An Act to extend the Warehousing 
| System by establishing Private Bonded Warehouses, 
| and for other purposes. 

i Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


i| sentalives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That from and after the passage of this 
| act, any goods, wares, or merchandise subject to 
| duty, with the exception of perishable articles, 
A 


i also gunpowder, fire crackers, and other explosive 


1854. 
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substances, which shall have been duly entered i 
and bonded for warehousing, in conformity with 
existing laws, may be deposited at the option of 
the owner, importer, consignee, or agent, at his 
expense and risk, in any public warehouse owned 
or leased by the United States, or in the private 
warehouse of the importer, the same being used 
exclusively for the storage of warehoused goods 
of his own importation, or to his consignment, or 
in a private warehouse used by the owner, occu- 
pant, or lessee, as a general warehouse for the 
storage of warehoused goods, such place of storage 
to be designated on the warehouse entry at the 
time of entering such merchandise at the custom- 
house: Provided, That such private warehouse 
shall be used solely for the purpose of storing į 
warehoused goods, and shall have been previously | 
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury,,and 
have been placed in charge of a proper officer of 
the customs, who, together with the owner and’ 
proprietor of the warehouse, shall have the joint 
custody of all the merchandise stored in said ware- | 
house; and all the labor on the goods so stored 
must be performed by the owner or proprietor of 
the warehouse, under the supervision of the officer | 
of the customs in charge of the same, at the ex- 
pense of the aforesaid owner or proprietor: And 
provided further, That cellars and vaults of stores 
for the storage of wines and distilled spirits only, 
and yards for the storage of coal, mahogany, and 
other woods and lumber, may, at the discretion H 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, be constituted | 
bonded warehouses for the storage of such arti- 
cles, under the samie regulations and conditions as | 
required in the storage of other merchandise; the | 
cellars or vaults aforesaid shall be exclusively 
appropriated to the storage of wines or distilled 
spirits, and shall have no opening or entrance ex- 
cept the one from the street, on which separate 
and different locks of the custom-house and the 
owner or proprietor of the cellars or vaults shall 
be placed. 

` Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That unclaimed 
goods, wares, or merchandise, required by exist- 
ing laws to be taken possession of by collectors 
of the customs, may be stored in any public ware- 
heuse owned or leased by the United States, or in 
any private bonded warehouse authorized by this | 
act, and all charges for storage, labor, and other 
expenses accruing on any such goods, wares, or 
merchandise, not to exceed, in any case, the reg- 
ular rates for such objects at the port in question, 
must be paid before delivery of the goods, on due 
entry thereof by the claimant or owner; or, if 
sold as unclaimed goods, to realize the import 
duties, the aforesaid charges shall be paid by the 
collector out of the proceeds of the sale thereof 
before paying such proceeds into the Treasury, as 
required by existing laws. And any collector of | 
.the customs is hereby authorized, under such 
directions and regulations as may be prescribed | 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, to sell, upon 
due notice, at public auction, any unclaimed | 
goods, wares, or merchandise deposited in public 
warehouse, whenever the same may, from depre- 
ciation in value, damage, leakage, or other cause, 
in the opinion of suck collector, be likely to prove 
insufficient, on a sale thereof, to pay the duties, 
storage, and other charges, if suffered to remain 
in public store for the period now allowed by law 
in the case of unclaimed goods. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That before 
any of the stores or cellars aforesaid, owned or 
occupied by private individuals, shall be used as 
a warehouse for merchandise imported by other 
merchants or importers, the owner, occupant, or 
lessee thereof shall enter into bond, in such sums 
and with such sureties as may be approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, exonerating and hold- 
ing the United States and its officers harmless from | 
or on account of any risk, loss, or expense of any | 
kind or description, connected with orarising from | 
the deposit or keeping of the merchandise in the | 
warehouse aforesaid; and all imports deposited in | 
any public or private warehouse authorized by | 
this act, shall be at the sole and exclusive risk i 
and expense of the owner or importer. 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That all goods, ! 
wares, and merchandise, which may be hereafter i 
duly entered for warehousing under bond, and | 
likewise all merchandise now remaining in ware- | 
house under bond, may continue in warehouse, | 
without payment of duties thereupon, for a period : 
of three years from the date of original importa -i 


| 
H 
f 
| 
| 
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| That where the duties shall have been paid upon 


tion, and may be withdrawn for consumption on 
due entry and payment of the duties and charges, 
or upon entry for exportation, without the pay- 
ment of duties, at any time within the period 
aforesaid; in the latter case, the goods to be sub- 
ject only to the payment of such Storage and 
charges as may be due thereon: Provided, however, 


any goods, wares, or merchandise entered for 
consumption, said duties shall not be refunded on 
exportation of any such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise without the limits of the United States: And 
provided further, That there shall be no abatement 
of the duties or allowance made for any injury, 
damage, deterioration, loss, or leakage sustained 
by any goods, wares, or merchandise, whilst de- 
posited in any public or private bonded warehouse 
established or recognized by this act. ; 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, duly entered for ware- 
housing, may be withdrawn under bord, without 
payment of the duties, from a bonded warehouse 
in any collection district of the United States, and 
be transported to a bonded warehouse in any 
other collection district within the same, and re- 
warehoused thereat; and any such goods, wares, 
or merchandise, may be so transported to their 
destination wholly by land, or wholly by water, 
or partly by land and partly by water, over such 
routes as the Secretary of the Treasury may pre- 
scribe, and may likewise be conveyed over any | 
foreign territory, the government of which may | 
have, or shall by treaty stipulations grant, a free 
right of way over such territory; and for the pur- 
pose of better guarding against frauds upon the 
revenue on foreign goods transported between the 
ports of the Atlantic and those of the Pacific over- 
land through any foreign territory, the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized 
to appoint special sworn agents as inspectors of 
the customs, to reside in said foreign territory 
where such goods may be landed or embarked, 
with power to superintend the landing or shipping 
of all goods passing coastwise between the ports 
of the United States on the Pacific and Atlantic, 
and whose duty it shall be, under such regula- 
tions and instructions as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may prescribe, to guard against the per- 
petration of any frauds upon the revenue: Pro- 
vided, That the compensation paid to said inspect- 
ors shall not in the aggregate exceed five thousand 
dollars per annum. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall prescribe the form of 
the bond to be given for the transportation of 
goods, wares, and merchandise, from a port in 
one collection district to a port in another collec- 
tion district in the United States, as provided in 
the preceding section; also the time for such de- 
livery; and for a failure to transport and deliver, 
within the time limited, any such bonded. goods, 
wares, and merchandise, to the collector at the 
designated port, an additional duty of one hun- 
dred per cent. shall be levied and collected, which 
additional duty shall be secured by such bond, or 
said goods, wares, and merchandise may be seized 
and forfeited for such failure, and any steam, or | 
; other vessel, or vehicle, transporting such bonded 
goods, wares, and merchandise, the master, 


the same to the collector at the designated port, 
shall be liable to seizure and forfeiture. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all leases | 
of stores now held by the United States for the 
purpose of storing warehoused or unclaimed 
goods, shall, on the shortest period of termination 
named in said leases, be cancelled, and no leases 
shall be entered into by the United States for any | 
stores for the storage of warehoused or unclaimed | 
goods at any port where there may exist any pri- 
vate bonded warehouses, after the first day of | 
July, eighteen hundred and fifty-five: Provided, | 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed | 
to prevent the leasing or hiring of such buildings | 
or accommodations as may be required for the | 
use of the United States’ appraisers for the due 
examination and appraisal of imported merchan- | 
dise at the ports where such officers are provided 
by law, nor to prohibit the leasing or hiring by col- 
lectors of the customs, for short periods, with the | 
approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, of such | 
stores as may be required for custom-house pur- i 
poses, at any of the smaller revenue ports of the 
United States: Provided, That no collector or other 


owner, or conductor of which shall fail to deliver || 


officer of the custome shall enter into any conträct 
or agreement for the use of any building to be 
thereafter erected as a public store or warehouse; 
and no lease of any building to be sè used” shall 
be taken for a longer periód than three years, ‘ior 
shall rent be peat in whole or in part, in "any 
case, in advance. oe al 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Sec: 
retary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized, upon production of satisfactory proof'to 
him of the actual injury or destruction, in whole or 
in part, of any goods, wares, or merchahdise, by 
accidental fire, or other casualty, while the same 
remained in the custody of the officers of the cusi 
toms in any public or private warehouse undér 
bond, or in the appraisers’ stores undergoing ap- 
praisal, in pursuance of law or regulations of the 
Treasury Department,.or while in transportation 
under bond from the port of entry to any other 
port in the United States, to abate or to refund, as 
the case may be, out of any moneysin the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, the amount of im- 
post duties paid or accruing thereupon; and like- 
wise to carcel any warehonse bond or bonds, or 
enter satisfaction thereonin whole or in part, as the 
case may be. ait, 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, author- 
ized from time to time, to establish such rules and 
regulations, not inconsistent with the laws of the 
United States, for the due execution of this act, 
as he may deem to be expedient and necessary; 
and all acts and parts of acts conflicting with this 
act are hereby repealed. 
Approven, March 28, 1854. 


ite 


Posie, XVI.—An Act to authorize the construc- 
tion of six first-class Steam Frigates, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hoiise of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy be, 
and he is hereby, authorized ‘to cause to be coti- 
structed for the United States Navy, atas early a 
day as practicable, consistently with a due regard 
for economy and efficiency, six first-class steam- 
frigates, to be provided with screw-propellers, and 
properly armed and equipped for service; said 
vessels and machinery to be built by contract, or 
in the Government navy-yards, as the Secretary 
of the Navy may think most advisable for the 
public interest. ge si aa 

Sec. 2. And be ii further enacted, That there be, 
and is hereby appropriated, to be expended under 
the direction of the Pecreury of the Navy, for the 
purpose above specified, and for altering, complet- 
ing, and launching the frigates Santee, at Kittery, 
and Sabine, at New York, the sum of three mil- 
lions of dollars out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwisé appropriated. ` = 

Approven, April 6, 1854. 


Pusiic, XVH .—An Act for the benefit of Citizens 
and Occupants of the Town of Council Bluffs, in 
Towa. ; 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the judge of the county. court, as 
such for the county of Pottawattomie, in the State 
of Iowa, be, and he is hereby, authorized to enter 
at the proper land office, by paying therefor, at the 
rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents the acre, 
the west half of the southwest quarter of section 
thirty, the west half of the northwest quarter: of 
section thirty-one, in township number seventy- 
five, north of range forty-three west; the southeast 
quarter and the east half of the southwest quarter 
of section twenty-five, and the northeast quarter 
and the east half of the northwest quarter of sec- 
tion thirty-six, in township seventy-five, north of 
range forty-four west, in said State of Iowa, in 
trust for the several use and benefit of the occu~ 
pants thereof, according to their respective inter- 
ests; the execution of which trust, as to the disposal 
of said land and the proceeds of the sales thereof, 
to be conducted under such rules and regulations 
as are prescribed by the Legislative Assembly of 
the State of Iowa in an act entitled “An act regu- 
lating the disposal of lands purchased in trust for 
town sites,” approved January twenty-two, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-two, or as may hereafter be 
prescribed by the Legislative Assembly of said 
State of lowa: Provided, That any act of said 
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judge, not in conformity to the rules and regula- 
tions herein alluded to, shall be void and of none 
effect: And provided also, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall snd gis noe or other rights that 
may have accrued under any other act of Con- 
ress. 
E Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That the entry 
contemplated in this act shall be made within 
twelve months from the date of the passage here- 
of, and a patent shall issue for said land as in 


other cases. 
Arrrovep, April 6, 1854. 


` Pussic, XVHL.—.An Act to establish additional Land 
Districts in the Territory of Minnesota. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, for the sale of the public lands to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished by 
the recent treaties, or which may hereafter be ex- 
tinguished within their limits in the Minnesota 
Territory west of the Mississippi river, there. is 
hereby created four additional land districts, 
bounded as follows, to wit: All that portion situ- 
ated between the northern boundary of the State | 
of Iowa and the line which divides townships one | 
hundred and five and one hundred and six of the | 
fifth principal meridian, and extending from the | 
Mississippi to the Big Sioux rivers, shall com- | 
prise one of said districts, to be called the Root 
river district. All that portion lying between the 
township line last mentioned, and the line dividing 
townships one hundred and ten and one hundred | 
and eleven, and between said rivers, shall consti- | 
tu e another of said districts, to be called the Wi- 
nona district. All that portion situated north of 
the district last mentioned, and south of the line | 
which divides townships one hundred and fifteen 
and one hundred and sixteen, and between the 
rivers above mentioned, except the townships | 
recently surveyed west of the Mississippi river | 
from the fourth principal meridian, to include the | 
reservation at Fort Snelling, (the whole of which 
townships shall be attached to and constitute a 
part of the Minneopolis district,) shall constitute 
athird district, to be designated the Red Wing 
district; and all that portion situated north of the 
limits last described, south of theline dividing town- 
ships one hundred and twenty and one hundred 
ae twenty-one, between the Mississippi river 
and the treaty line which runs from the Big Sioux 
river to Lake Travers, together with all the frac- 
tional townships, one hundred and twenty-one, 
situated enst of the range line dividing ranges 
twenty-four and twenty-five west, shall comprise 
the fourth district, to be known as the Minne- 
apolis district. And all the residuary portion of 
said lands situated north of the line which divides 
townships one hundred and twenty and one hun- 
dred and twenty-one, and west of range twenty- | 
four west of the fifth principal meridian, and west 
of the Mississippi river, extending to the drift- 
wood and the Red river of thenorth, shall be, and 
is hereby, attached to the district of lands subject 
to sale at Sauk Rapids. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the || 
President of the United States be,and he is here- i 
by, authorized to appoint, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, a register and receiver 
of the public moneys for each of the said new 
districts hereby created, who shall respectively be 
required to reside at the site of their offices, and 
who shall have the same powers, perform the 
same duties, and be entitled to the same compen- | 
sation, as are or may be prescribed by law in re- 
lation to other land officers of the United States. 

Suec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
President is authorized to cause the public lands 
in said districts, with the exception of such as 
have been or may be reserved for other purposes, | 
to be exposed to sale in the same manner and || 
upon the same terms and conditions as the other | 
public lands of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the : 
President is hereby authorized to designate the | 
location of the offices for said new districts, and 
change the same whenever in his opinion the 
public good shall require it. 

Avrnovep, April 12, 1854. 
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Puzic, XIX .—An Act establishing a Land Office in 
the Lower Peninsula of Michigan. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


j 


| Posie, XXL—An Act to amend the third section 


| matic expenses of Government for the year ending 


| the second class, 


j and blank agent for the Post Office Department | 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all those parts or portions of the 
lower peninsula of the State of Michigan, which is 
situated north of the line which divides townships 
twenty (20) and twenty-one (21) and all the por- į 
tion of the upper peninsula which lies south of the 
line dividing townships forty-one (41) and forty- 
two (42) and west of range twelve (12) west, 
together with all the islands in Green Bay, the 
straits of Mackinac,and Lakes Huron and Mich- 
igan, which are situated north of the township 
line first herein mentioned, and within the limits 
of said State, exclusive of-Drummond’s Island ; 
and itsislets, be, and the same is hereby, included 
in a land district, to be called the Cheboygan land į 
district; and for the sale of lands in said district 
there shall be a land Office established at such 
point therein as the President shall select. i 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, shall appoint one register and one receiver 
for the land office in said district, who shall reside 
at the place designated for the land office, receive | 
such compensation, give security, and discharge all | 
duties pertaining to such office, as are prescribed 
by law. 

Arproven, April 20, 1854. 


Puse, XX.—An Act to authorize the School Com- 
missioners of fractional township number one, of | 
range number ten east, in Alabama, to locate one | 
half section of land for School Purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That the school commissioners of frac- 
tional township number one, of range number ten 
east, situated in the district of land subject to sale | 
at Lebanon, Alabama, be, and is hereby, author- | 
ized to enter, free of charge, in lieu of the lands | 
to which they are entitled by any existing law, 
one half section of land in legal subdivision, any- 
where in said township, with a view to the ulti- 
mate convenience of the citizens of said township, | 
and the quality of soil for school purposes; and j 
said lands thus located shall be governed by the | 
same laws, rules, and regulations, as is the school | 
sixteenth section in said State of Alabama. | 

Suc. 2, And be it further enacted, Fhatit shall | 
be the duty of said school commissioners to lo- | 
cate and report, within two years, what lands they | 
have entered, to the Commissioner of the General | 
Land Office at Washington, and it shalt be his ! 
duty, upon the receipt of such reportof location, to | 
withdraw from sale the said lands, and the title | 
thereto shall be valid asin sixteenthsections here- 
tofore granted in the new States, 

Approven, April 20, 1854. 


of the “* Act making Appropriations for the Ciril 
and Diplomatic Expenses of Government for the 
year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred | 
and fifty-four,” and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That of the clerks authorized by the: 
third section of the act approved Mareh third, | 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, entitled “ An 
act making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 


the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four,” those of the first class shall receive a sal- 
ary of twelve hundred dollars per annum; those 
of the second class, a salary of fourteen hundred 
dollars per annuin; those of the third class a salary į 
of sixteen hundred doilars perannum; and all clerks ; 
not provided for in this act, performing the same 
or similar duties with any one of the classes, shall 
receive the same compensation ag is allowed to 
such class; and the clerks employed in the Census 
Bureau shall be paid, during the present fiscal 
year, the same asis hereby allowed to clerks of 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the stamp 


receive the same salary as clerks of the second |! 
class, provided for in the frst section of this act; 
and an addition of twenty per cent. is hereby 
added to the pay now authorized by law to each 
of the messengers, packers, laborers, and watch- 
men of the different Executive Depariments of the | 
Government in Washington; to the clerks em- | 
ployed at the navy-yard and marine barracks at i 


Washington; to the clerk, messenger, and laborer 
in the office of Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
doorkeeper and assistant doorkeeper at the Ex- 
ecutive Mansion; public gardener. laborers em- 
ployed in the public grounds and President's 
garden; two additional watchmen, and the police 
at the Capitol; watchmen employed at the Presi- 
deni’s House and reservation No. 2, lamplighter, 
the general superintendent; the drawkeepers of 
the bridges across the Eastern Branch and Poto- 
mac; and that the provisions of the second section 
of the act of August thirty-first, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two, ‘making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three,” &c., be, and is hereby, 
extended to such persons herein enumerated who 
were in employment during that fiscal year, and 
were excluded from the benefit of said act by the 


i| decision of the Comptroller of the Treasury. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That instead of 
the salaries now allowed by law to the Superin- 
tendent of the Census, and to the Assistant Post- 
masters General, they shall each receive the same 
salary that is paid to the Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the in- 
creased compensation provided for in this act shall 
commence from the first day of July, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three, and the necessary money 
to carry this act into effect is hereby appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed as making an appropria- 
tion for any period beyond the thirtieth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

Approved April 22, 1854. 


Pusuic, XXI.—.4n Act making Appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy for the year end- 
ing the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the support of the Military Academy for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five: 

For pay of officers, instructors, cadets, and 
musicians, eighty-eight thousand two hundred and 
sixty-six dollars, 

For commutation of subsistence, two thousand 
one hundred and ninety dollars. 

For forage for officers’ horses, nine hundred 
and sixty dollars. 

For general repairs and improvements of ac- 
ademic buildings, barracks, mess rooms, officers’ 
quarters,.stables, roads, fences, parade and drill 
grounds, miscellaneous and incidental expenses,’ 
fuel, forage, and departments of instruction, 
twenty-nine thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
five dollars. 

For gradual increase and expense of library, one 
thousand dollars. 

For expenses of the board of visitors, three 
thousand dollars. 

For forage for artillery and cavalry horses, eight 
thousand six hundred and forty dollars. 

For replacing dead and worn out cavalry and 


4 artillery horses, one thousand dollars. 


For enlarging and improving hospital of cadets, 
six thousand five hundred dollars. 
i For cavalry exercise hall, twenty thousand dol- 
ars. : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
pensation of master of the sword be twelve hun- 
dred dollars per annum. 


Approvep, May 10, 1854. 


Pusiic, XXUI.—.n Act to organize the Territo- 
ries of Nebraska and Kansas. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all that part of the territory of 
the United States included within the following 
limits, except such portions thereof as are herein- 
after expressly exempted from the operations of 
this act, to wit: beginning at a point in the Mis- 
souri river where the fortieth parallel of north lati- 
tude crosses the same; thence west on said paral- 
lel to the east boundary of the Territory of Utah, 
on the summit of the Rocky Mountains; thence 
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on said summit northward to the forty-ninth par- 

allel of north latitude; thencé east on said parallel 

to the western boundary of the Territory of Min- 

nesota; thence southward on said boundary to the | 
Missouri river; thence down the main channel of 
said river to the place of beginning, be, and the | 
same is hereby, created into a temporary govern- 

ment by the name of the Territory of Nebraska; | 
and when admitted as a State or States, the said 

Territory, or any portion of the same, shall be 

received into the Union with or without slavery, | 
as their constitution may prescribe at the time of 

their admission: Provided, That nothing in this 

act contained shall be construed to inhibit the 

Government of the United States from dividing 

said Territory into two or more Territories, in 

such manner and at such times as Congress shall į 
deem convenient and proper, or from attaching | 
any portion of said Territory to any other State 

or Territory of the United States: Provided further, 

That nothing in this act contained shall be con- 

strued to impair the rights of person or property 

now pertaining to the Indians in said Territory, 

so long as such rights shall remain unextinguished 

by treaty between the United States and such H 
Indians, or to include any territory which, by 
treaty with any Indian tribe, is not, without the 
consent of said tribe, to be included within the ter- 
ritorial limits or jurisdiction of any State or Terri- 
tory; but all such Territory shall be ex¢epted out |} 
of the boundaries, and constitute no part of the || 
Territory of Nebraska, until said tribe shall sig- |) 
nify their assent to the President of the United | 
States to be included within the said Territory of ; 
Nebraska, or to affect the authority of the Govern- | 
ment of the United States to make any regulation | 
respecting such Indians, their lands, property, or 

other rights, by treaty, law, or otherwise, which 

it would have been competent to the Government |. 
to make if this act had never passed. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the ex- 
ecutive power and authority in and over said 
Territory of Nebraska shall be vested ina Gov- 
ernor, who shall hold his office for four years, and 
until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, | 
unless sooner removed by the President of the | 
United States. The Governor shall reside within 
said Territory, and shall be commander-in-chief 
of the militia thereof. Hemay grantpardons and 
respites for offenses against the laws of said Ter- 
ritory, and reprieves for offenses against the laws |; 
of the United States, until the decision of the Presi- 
dent can be made known thereon; he shall com- 
mission all officers who shall be appointed to office |; 
under the laws of the said Territory, and shall 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there |) 
shall be a secretary of said Territory, who shall |! 
reside therein, and hold his office for five years, 
unless sooner removed by the President of the 
United States; he shall record and preserve all the 
laws and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly | 
hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and pro- | 
ceedings of the Governor in his executive depart- 
ment; he shall transmit one copy of the laws and 
journals of the Legislative Assembly within thirty | 
days after the end of each session, and one copy | 
of the executive proceedings and official corres- 
pondence semi-annnally, on the first days of Jan- | 
uary and July in each year, to the President of | 
the United States, and two copies of the laws to i 
the President of the Senate and to the Speaker of |i 
the House of Representatives, to be deposited in 
the libraries of Congress; andin case of the death, 
removal, resignation, or absence of the Governor 
from the Territory, the secretary shall be, and he || 
is hereby, authorized and required to execute and |j 
perform all the powers and duties of the Governor || 
t 
Í 


i 
[i 
f 
| 
i 


during such vacancy or absence, or until another || 
Governor shall be duly appointed and qualified to i 


fill such vacancy. H 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That the legis- H 
lative power and authority of said Territory shall f 
be vested in the Governor and a Legislative As- || 
sembly. The Legislative Assembly shall consist /| 
of a Council and House of Representatives. The |: 
Council shall consist of thirteen members, having |! 
the qualifications of voters, as hereinafter pre- | 
scribed, whose term of service shall continue two || 

ears. The House of Representatives shall, at |: 
its first session, consist of twenty-six members, |: 
possessing the same qualifications as prescribed || 
for members of the Council, and whose term of || 
service shall continue one year. The number of | 


| branch of the 


| within the said Territory; but the 


Representatives may be increased by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, from time to time, in proportion 
to the increase of qualified voters: Provided, That 
the whole number shall never exceed thirty-nine. 
An apportionment shall be made, as nearly equal 
as practicable, among the several counties or dis- 
tricts, for the election of the Council and Repre- 
sentatives, giving to each section of the Territory 
representation in the ratio of its quahfied voters 
as nearly as may be. And the members of the 
Council and of the House of Representatives shall 
reside in, and be inhabitants of, the district or 
county, or counties, for which they may be elected, 
respectively. Previous to the first election, the 
Governor shall cause a census, or enumeration of 
the inhabitants and qualified voters of the several 
counties and districts of the Territory, to be taken 
by such persons and in such mode as the Governor 
shall designate and appoint; and the persons so 
appointed shall receive a reasonable’compensation 
therefor. And the first election shall be held at 
such time and places, and be conducted in such 
manner, both as to the persons who shail super- 
intend such election and the returns thereof, as 
the Governor shall appoint and direct; and he 
shall at the same time declare the number of 
members of the Council and House of Represent- 
atives to which each of the counties or districts 
shall be entitled under this act. The persons 
having the highest number of legal votes in each 
of said Council districts for members of the Coun- 


cil, shall be declared by the Governor to be duly | 


elected to the Council; and the persons having the 
highest number of legal votes for the House of 
Representatives, shall be declared by the Gover- 
nor to be duly elected members of said House: 
Provided, That in case two or more persons voted 
for shall have an equal number of votes, and in 
case a vacancy shall otherwise occur in either 
egislative Assembly, the Governor 
shall order a new election; and the persons thus 
elected to the Legislative Assembly shall meet at 
such place and on such day as the Governor shall 
appoint; but thereafter, the time, place, and 
manner of holding and conducting all elections by 
the people, and the apportioning the representa- 
tion in the several counties or districts to the 
Council and House of Representatives, according 
to the number of qualified voters, shall be pre- 
scribed by law, as well as the day of the com- 
mencement of the regular sessions of the Legislative 
Assembly: Provided, That no session in any one 
year shall exceed’ the term of forty days, except 
the first session, which may continue’ sixty days. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 


ji free white male inhabitant above the age of twenty- 


one years, who shall be an actual resident of said 
Territory, and shall possess the qualifications 


the first election, and shall be eligiole to any office 
ualifications 
of voters, and of holding office, at all subsequent 
elections, shall be such as shall be prescribed by 


i the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That the 


right of suffrage, and of holding office, shall be 
exercised only by citizens of the United States, 
and those who shall have declared on oath their 
intention to become such, and shall have taken an 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and the provisions of this act: And pro- 
vided further, That no officer, soldier, seaman, or 
marine, or other person in the Army or Navy of 


the United States, or attached to troops in the ser- | 


vice of the United States, shall be allowed to vote 
or hold office in said Territory, by reason of being 
on service therein. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the legis- | 
lative power of the Territory shall extend to all | 


rightful subjects of legislation consistent with the 


Constitution of the United States and the provis- | 
| ions of this act; but no law shall be passed inter- | 


fering with the primary disposal of the soil; no 
tax shall be imposed upon the property of the 
United States; nor shail the lands or other prop- 
erty of non-residents be taxed higher than the 
lands or other property of residents. Every bill 
which shall have passed the Council and House 
of Representatives of the said Territory shall, 
beforeit become a law, be presented to the Gov- 
ernor of the Territory; if he approve, he shall 
sign it; but if not, he shall return it with his 
objections to the House in which it originated, 
who shall enter the objections at large on their 
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after 


| hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote at |i 


such reconsideration, two thirds of that Ho 
shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be gent, toget! 
with the objections, to the other House, by wh 
it shall likewise be reconsidered, and, if approved 
by two thirds of that House, it shall become a 

Jaw. But in all such ‘cases the votes of both 

Houses shall be determined by. yeas and nays, to 

be entered on the Journal of edoh House respect- . 
ively. If any bill shall not be returned by the 

Governor within three days (Sundays excepted) 

after it shal] have been presented to him, the sanie 

shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed 

it, unless the Assembly, by adjournment, pre- 

Sia its return, in which case it shall not be a 

aw. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all town- 
ship, district, and county officers, not herein other- 
wise provided for, shall be appointed’ or elected, 
asthe case may be, in such manner as shall be 
provided by the Governor and Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory of Nebraska. The Governor 


; shall nominate, and, by and with the advice and 


consent of the Legislative Council, appoint all 
officers not herein otherwise provided for; and in 
the first instance the Governor alone may appoint 
all said officers, who shall hold their offices until 
the end of the. first session of the Legislative As- 


i sembly; and shall lay off the necessary districts 


for members of the Council and House of Repre- 
sentatives, and all other officers. parker 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no mem- 
ber of the Legislative Assembly shall hold, or be 
appointed to, any office which shall have been 
created, or the salary or emoluments of which 
shall have been increased, while he was a mem- 
ber, during the term for which he was elected, 


! and for one year after the ex iratiog of such term; 


but this restriction shall not be applicable to mem- 
bers of the first Legislative Assembly; and no 


| person holding a commission or appointment 
| underthe United States, except postmasters, shall 


be a member of the Legislative Assembly, or hold 
any office under the government of said’ Terri- 


| tory; 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judi- 
cial power of said Territory shall be vested in @ 
supreme court, district courts, probate courts, and 
in justices of the peace. The supreme court shall 
consist of a chief justice and two ‘associate jus- 
tices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum 
and who shall hold a term at the seat of govern- 
ment of said Territory annually, and they shall 
hold their offices during the period of four years, 
and until their successors shall be appointed and 
qualified. The said Territory shall be divided 
into three judicial districts, and a district court 
shall be held in each of said districts by one of the 
justices of the supreme court, at such. timies an 

laces as may be prestribed by law; and the said 
judges shall, after their appointments, réspectively,, 
reside in the districts which shall be assigned them. 
The jurisdiction of the several courts herein pror 
vided for, both appellate and original, and that of 
the probate courts and of justices of the peace, 
shall be as limited by law: Provided, That justices 
of the peace shall not have jurisdiction ‘of any 
matter in controversy when the title or boundariea 
of land may be in dispute, or where the debt or 
sum claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars: 
and the said supreme and district courts, respect- 
ively, shall possess chancery as well as common 
law jurisdiction. Each district court, or the judge 
thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also Bs 
the register in chancery, and shall keep his office 
at the place where the court may be held. Writs 
of.error, bills of exception, and appeals, shall be 
allowed in all cases from the final decisions of 
said district courts to the supreme court, under 


| such regulations as may be prescribed by law; but 


in no case removed to the supreme court shall trial 
by jury be allowed in said court. The supreme 
court, or the justices thereof, shall appoint its own 
clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the 
pleasure of the court for which he shall have been 
appointed. Writs of error, and appeals from the 
final decisions of said supreme court, shall be al- 
lowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in the same manner and 
under the same regulations as from the circuit 
courts of the United States, where the value of 
the property, or the amount in controversy, to bë- 
ascertained by the oath or affirmation of either 
party, or other competent witness, shall exceed 
one thousand dollars; except only that in all cases 
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involving title to slaves, the said writs of error, or 
appeals, shall be allowed and decided by the said 
supreme court, without regard to the value of the 
matter, property, or title in controversy; and ex- 
cept, also, that a writ of error or appeal shall also 
be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, from the decision of the said supreme 
court created by this act, or of any judge thereof, 
or of the district courts created by this act, or of | 
any judge thereof, upon any writ of habeas cor- | 
pus, involving the question of personal freedom: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be 

construed to apply to.or affect the provisions of | 
the ‘fact respecting fugitives from justice, and 

persons escaping from the service of their mas- | 
ters,” approved February twelfth, seventeen huan- 

dred and ninety-three, and the ‘act toamend and 

supplementary to the aforesaid act,” approved || 
September eighteen, eighteen hundred and fifty; |i 
and each of the said district courts shall have and | 
exercise the same jurisdiction in all cases arising į; 
under the Constitution and laws of the United | 
States as is vested in the circuit and district courts | 
of the United States; and the said supreme and į 
district courts of the said Territory, and the re- | 
spective judges thereof, shall and may grant writs | 
of habeas corpus in all cases in which the same 

are granted by the judges of the United States in 

the District of Columbia; and the first six days 

of ‘every term of said courts, or so much thereof 

as shall be necessary, shall be appropriated to the 

trial of causes arising under the said Constitution 

and laws, and writs of errorand appeal inall such | 
cases shall be made to the supreme court of said | 
Territory, the same as in other cases. The said 

clerk shall receive in all such cases the same fees | 
which the clerks of the district courts of Utah 
Territory now receive for similar services. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the pro- 
visions of an act entitled “An act respecting fugi- 
tives from justice, and persons escaping from the || 
service of their masters,” approved February | 
twelve, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and 
the provisions of the act entitled t An act to amend, 
and supplementary to, the aforesaid act,” ap- | 
proved September eighteen, eighteen hundred and | 

fty, be, and the same are hereby, declared to ex- | 
tend to and bein full force within the limits of said | 
Territory of Nebraska. 

Sec. I1. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be appointed an attorney for said Territory, 
who shall continue in office for four years, and | 
until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, ! 
unless sooner removed by the President, and who 
shall receive the same fees and salary as the attor- 
ney of the United States for the present Territory 
of Utah, There shall also be a marshal for the | 
Territory appointed, who shall hold his office for | 
four years, and until bis successor shall be ap- 
pointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by | 
the President, and who shall execute all processes || 


issuing from the said courte when exercising their | 
jurisdiction as circuit and district courts of the | 
United States; he shall perform the duties, be sub- || 
ject to the same regulation and penalties, and be i| 
entitled to the same fees as the marshal of the dis- || 
trict court of the United States for the present 
Territory of Utah, and shall, in addition, be paid į 
two hundred dollars annually as a compensation 
for extra services. H 
Sec. 12, And be it further enacted, That thei 
Governor, secretary, chief justice, and associate 
justices, attorney, and marshal, shall be nomina- 
ted, and, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, appointed by the President of the 
United States. The Governor and secretary to 
be appointed, as aforesaid, shall, before they act 
as such, respectively take an oath or affirmation '! 
before the district judge or some justice of the | 
peace in the limits of said Territory, duly author- | 
ized to administer oaths and affirmations by the | 
laws now in force therein, or before the chief jus- 
tice, or some associate justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, to support the Consti- | 
tution of the United States, and faithfully to dis-| 
charge the duties of their respective offices, which | 
said oaths, when so taken, shall he certified by | 
the person by whom the same shall have been | 
taken; and such certificates shall be received and 
| 

i 

i 
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recorded by the said secretary among the execu- | 
live proceedings; and the chief justice and asso- | 
ciate justices, and all other civil officers in said | 
Territory, before they act as such, shall take a! 
like oath or affirmation before the said Governor | 


or secretary, or some judge or justice of the peace 
of the Territory, who may be duly commissioned 
and qualified, which said oath or affirmation shall 
be certified and transmitted by the person taking 
the same to the secretary, to be by him recorded as 
aforesaid; and, afterwards, the like oath oraffirm- 
ation shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in 
such manner and form as may be prescribed by 
law. The Governor shall receive an annual salary 
of two thousand five hundred dollars. The chief 
justice and associate justices shall each receive an 
annual salary of two thousand dollars. The sec- 
retary shall receive an annual salary of two thou- 
sand dollars. The said salaries shall be paid 
quarter-yearly, from the dates of the respective 
appointments, at the Treasury of the United 
States; but no such payment shall be made until 
said officers shall have entered upon the duties of 
their respective appointments. The members of 
the Legislative Assembly shall be entitled to re- 
ceive three dollars each per day during their 
attendance at the sessions thereof, and three dol- 
lars each for every twenty miles’ travel in going 
to and returning from the said sessions, estimated 
according to the nearest usually traveled route; 
and an additional allowance of three dollars shall 
be paid to the presiding officer of each House for 
each day he shall so preside. And achief clerk, 
one assistant clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, and door- 
keeper, may be chosen for each House; and the 
chief clerk shall receive four dollars per day, and 
the said other officers three dollars per day, during 
the session of the Legislative Assembly; but no 
other officers shall be paid by the United States: 
Provided, ‘That there shall be but one session of 
the Legislature annually, unless, on an extraordi- 
nary occasion, the Governor shall think proper 
to call the Legislature together. There shall be 
appropriated, annually, the usual sum, to be ex- 
pended by the Governor, to defray the contingent 
expenses of the Territory, including the salary of 
a clerk of the executive department; and there 
shall also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient 
sum, to be expended by the secretary of the Ter- 
ritory, and upon an estimate to be made by the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, to 
defray the expenses of the Legislative Assembly, 
the printing of the laws, and other incidental ex- 

enses; and the Governor and secretary of the 
Treasury shall, in the disbursement of all moneys 
intrusted to them, be governed solely by the in- 
structions of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States, and shall, semi-annually, account 
to the said Secretary for the manner in which the 
aforesaid moneys shall have been expended; and 
no expenditure shall be made by said Legislative 
Assembly for objects not specially authorized by 
the acts of Congress making the appropriations, 
nor beyond the sums thus appropriated for such 
objécts, 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the Le- 
gislative Assembly of the Territory of Nebraska 
shall hold its first session at such time and place 
in said Territory as the Governor thereof shall 
appoint and direct; and at said first session, or 
as soon thereafter us they shall deem expedient, 
the Governor ond Legislative Assembly shall pro- 
ceed to locate and establish the seat of government 
for said Territory at such place as they may deem 
eligible; which place, however, shall thereafter be 


subject to be changed by the said Governor and | 


Legislative Assembly. 


Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That a Dele- | 


gate to the House of Representatives of the United 
States, to serve for the term of two years, who 
shall bea citizen of the United States, may be 
elected by the voters qualified to elect members of 
the Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to 
the same rights and privileges as are exercised and 
enjoyed by the Delegates from the several other 
‘Territories of the United States to the said House 


| of Representatives; but the Delegate first elected | 
shall hold his seat only during the term of the 


Congress to which he shall be elected. The first 
election shall be held at such time and places, and 


be conducted in such manner, as the Governor | 


shall appoint and direct; and, at all subsequent 
elections, the times, places, and manner of hold- 
ing the elections, shall be prescribed by law. The 
person having the greatest number of votes shall 
be declared by the Governor to be duly elected; 
and a certificate thereof shall be given accord- 
ingly. That the Constitution, and all the laws of 
the United Siates which are not locally inapplica- 


i ble, shall have the same force and effect within the 
i said Territory of Nebraska as elsewhere within 
| the United States, except the eighth section of the 
act preparatory to the admission of Missouri into 
the Union, approved March sixth, eighteen hun- 
i dred and twenty, which, being inconsistent with 
the principle of non-intervention by Congress with 
i slavery in the States and Territories, as recognized 
| by the legislation of eighteen hundred and fifty, 
| commonly called the compromise measures, is 
| hereby declared inoperative and void; it being the 
| true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate 
i slavery into any Territory or State, nor to exclude 
it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof per- 
fectly free to form and regulate their domestic 
institutions in their own way, subject only to the 
Constitution of the United States: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
i revive or put in force any law or regulation which 
i may have existed priorto the actof sixth March, 
ji eighteen hundred and twenty, either protecting, 
| establisking, prohibiting, or abolisning slavery. 
|! Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That there 
i Shall hereafter be appropriated, as has been cus- 
|tomary for the territorial governments, a suffi- 
| cient amount, to be expended under the direction 
| of thesaid Governor of the Territory of Nebraska, 
| not exceeding the sums heretofore appropriated 
for similar objects, for the erection of suitable 
public buildings at the seat of government, and for 
the purchase of a library,to be kept at the seat of 
government for the use of the Governor, Legisla- 
tive Assembly, judges of the supreme court, sec~ 
| retary, marshal, and attorney of said Territory, 
land such other persons, and under such regula- 
: tions, as shall be prescribed by law. 
| Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That when 
i the lands in the said ‘Territory shall be surveyed 
‘under the direction of the Government of the 
| United States, preparatory to bringing the same 
: into market, sections numbered sixteen and thir- 
| ty-six in each township in said Territory shall 
| be, and the same are hereby, reserved for the 
| purpose of being applied to schools in said Terri- 
| tory, and in the States and Territories hereafter 
| to be erected out of the same. 
Src. 17. And be it further enacted, That until 
i otherwise provided by law, the Governor of said 
| Territory may define the judicial districts of said 
| Territory, and assign the judges who may be ap- 
pointed for said Territory to the several districts; 
and also appoint the times and places for holding 
courts in the severa) counties or subdivisions in 
each of said judicial districts by proclamation, to 
i be issued by him; but the Legislative Assembly, 
| at their first or any subsequent session, may or- 
| ganize, alter, or modify such judicial districts, and 
assign the judges, and alter the times and places 
of holding the courts, as to them shall seem proper 
| and convenient. 
| Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That all offi- 
| cers to be appointed by the President, by and 
| with the advice and consent of the Senate, for the 
| Territory of Nebraska, who, by virtue of the 
| 
| 
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provisions of any law now existing, or which 
may be enacted during the present Congress, are 
required to give security for moneys that may be 
intrusted with them for disbursement, shall give 
| such security, at such time and place, and in such 
| manner, as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That all that 
part of the territory of the United States included 
| within the following limits, except such portions 
i thereof as are hereinafter expressly exempted from 
the operations of this act, to wit: beginning ata 
: point on the western boundary of the State of Mis- 
i souri, where the thirty-seventh parallel of north 
latitude crosses the same; thence west on said par- 
allel to the eastern boundary of New Mexico; 
thence north on said boundary to latitude thirty- 
eight; thence following said boundary westward 
to the east boundary of the Territory of Utah, on 
the summit of the Rocky Mountains; thence 
: northward on said summit to the fortieth parallel 
of latitude; thence east on said parallel to the west- 
ern boundary of the State of Missouri; thence 
south with the western boundary of said State to 
_ the place of beginning, be, and the same ishereby, 
created into a temporary government by the name 
i of the Territory of Kansas; and when admitted 
ias a State or States, the said Territory, or any 
| portion of the same, shall be received into the 
L Union with or without slavery, as their constitu- 


wr 


-cutive power and authority in and over said 


“The Council shall consist of thirteen members, 
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tion may prescribe at the time of their admission: 
Provided, That nothing in this act contained ‘shall 
be construed to inhibit the Government of the 
United States from dividing said Territory into 
two ormore Territories, in such manner and at 
such times as Congress shall deem convenient and 
proper, or from attaching any portion of said Ter- 
ritory to any other State or Territory of the United 
States: Provided further, That nothing in this act 
contained shall be construed to impair the rights 
of person or property now pertaining to the In- 
dians of said Territory, so long as such rights 
shall remain unextinguished by treaty between 
the United States and such Indians, or to include 
any ‘Territory which, by treaty with any Indian 
tribe, is not, without the consent of said tribe, to 
be included within the territorial limits or jurisdic- 
tion of any State or Territory; but all such terri- | 
tory shall be excepted out of the boundaries, and 
constitute no part of the Territory of Kansas, 
until said tribe shall signify: their assent to the 
President of the United States to be included 
within the said Territory of Kansas, or to affect 
the authority of the Government of the United 
States to make any regulation respecting such In- 
dians, their lands, property, or other rights, by 
treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have 
been competent to the Government to make if 
this act had never passed. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the ex- 


Territory of Kansas shall be vested in a Gov- 
ernor, who shall hold his office for four years, and | 
until his successor shall be appointed and quali- 
fied, unless sooner removed by the President of 
the United States. The Governor shall reside 
within said Territory, and shall be commander-in- 
chief of the militia thereof. He may grant par- 
dons and respites for offenses against the laws of 
said Territory, and reprieves for offenses against 
the laws of the United States, until the decision of 
the President can be made known thereon; he | 
shall commission all officers who shall be ap- 
pointed to office under the laws of the said Terri- 
tory, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed, 

Sec. 21. And: be it further enacted, That there 
shall be a secretary of said Territory, who shall 
reside therein, and hold his office for five years, 
unless sooner removed by the President of the 
United States; he shall record and preserve all the 
laws and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly 
hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and pro- | 
ceedings of the Governor in his executive depart- | 
ment; he shall transmit one copy of the laws and | 
journals of the Legislative Assembly within thirty 
days after the end of euch session, and one copy 
of the executive proceedings and official corre- | 
spondence semi-annually, on the first days of Jan- 
uary and July in each year, to the President of 
the United States, and two copies of the laws to 
the President of the Senate and to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, to be deposited in 
the libraries of Congress; and, in case of death, | 
removal, or resignation, or absence of the Gov- || 
ernor from the. Territory, the secretary shall be, | 
and he is hereby, authorized and required to exe- 
cute and perform all the powers and duties of | 
the Governor during such vacancy or absence, or | 
until another Governor shall be duly appointed || 
and qualified to fill such vacancy. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That the 
legislative power and authority of said Territory | 
shall be vested in the Governor and a Legislative | 
Assembly. The Legislative Assembly shall con- 
sist of a Council and House of Representatives. 


having the qualifications of voters, as hereinafter į 
prescribed, whose term of service shall continue į 
two years. The House of Representatives shall, 

atits first session, consist of twenty-six members, 

possessing the same qualifications as prescribed for | 
members of the Council, and whose term of service |; 
shall continue one year. The number of repre- || 
sentatives may be increased by the Legislative | 
Assembly, from time to time, in proportion to the | 
increase of qualified voters: Provided, That the 
whole number shall never exceed thirty-nine. An 
apportionment shall be made, as nearly equal as 
practicable, among the several counties or districts, 
for the election of the Counci} and representatives, 
giving to each section of the Territory represent- |; 
ation in the ratio of its qualified voters, as nearly |! 
ag may be. And the members of the Council and i} 


of the House of Representatives shall reside in,- 


and be inhabitants of, the district or county, or 
counties, for which they may be elected, respect- 
ively. Previous to the first election, the Governor 
shall cause a census, or enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants and qualified voters of the several counties and 
districts of the Territory, to be taken by such per- 
sons and in such mode as the Governor shall des- 
ignate and appoint; and the persons so appointed 
shall receive a reasonable compensation therefor. 
And the first election shall be held at such time and 
places, and be conducted in such manner, both as 
to the persons who shall superintend such election 
and the returns thereof, as the Governor shall ap- 
point and direct; and he shall at the same time 
declare the number of members of the Council and 
House of Representatives to which each of the 
counties or districts shall be entitled under this act. 
The persons having the highest number of legal 
votes in each of said Council districts for mem- 
bers of the Council, shall be declared by the Gov- 
enor to be duly elected to the Council; and the 
persons having the highest number of legal votes 
for the House of Representatives, shall be de- 
clared by the Governor to be duly elected mem- 
bers of the said House: Provided, That in case 
two or more persons voted for shall have an equal 
number of votes, and in case a vacancy shall oth- 
erwise occur in either branch of the Legislative 
Assembly, the Governor shall order a new elec- 
tion; and the persons thus elected to the Legisla- 
tive Assembly shall meet at such place and on 
such day as the Governor shall appoint; but 
thereafter, the time, place, and manner of holding 
and conducting all elections by the people, and the 
appointing the representation in the several coun- 
ties or districts to the Council and House of Rep- 
resentatives, according to the number of qualified 
voters, shall be prescribed by law, as well as the 
day of the commencement of the regular sessions 
of the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That no 
session of any one year shall exceed the term of 
forty days, except the first session, which may 
continue sixty days. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That every 
free white male inhabitant above the age of twenty- 
one years, who shall be an actual resident of said 
Territory, and shall possess the qualifications 
hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote at 
the first election, and shall be eligible to any office 
within the said Territory; but the qualifications 
of voters, and of holding office, at all subsequent 
elections, shall be such as shall be prescribed by 
the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That the right 
of suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised 
only by citizens of the United States, and those 
who shall have declared on oath their intention to 
become such, and shall have taken an oath to sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States and the 
provisions of this act: And provided further, That 
no officer, soldier, seaman, or marine, or_ other 
person in the Army or Navy of the United States, 
or attached to troops in the service of the United 
States, shall be allowed to vote or hold ‘office in 
said Territory by reason of being on service 
therein. 

Src. 24. And beit further enacted, That the legis- 
lative power of the Territory shall extend to all 
rightfal subjects of legislation consistent with the 
Constitution of the United States and the provis- 
ions of this act; but no law shall be passed inter- 
fering with the primary disposal of the soil; no 
tax shall be imposed upon the property of the 
United States; nor shall the lands or other prop- 
erty of non-residents be taxed higher than the lands 
or other property of residents. Every bill which 
shall have passed the Counciland House of Rep- 
resentatives of the said Territory shall, before it 
becomea law, be presented to the Governor of the 
Territory; if he approve, he shall sign it; but if 
not, he shall return it with his objections to the 
House in which it shall have originated, who shall 


| enter the objections at large on their journal, and 


proceed to reconsider it. If, after such recon- 
sideration, two thirds of that House shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections, to the other House, by which it shall 
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two 
thirds of that House, it shall become a law. But 
in all such cases the votes of both Houses shall 
be determined by yeas and nays, to be entered on 
the journal of each House, respectively. If any 
bill shall not be returned by the Governor within 
three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have 


been presented to him, the same shall be a law in’ 
like manner as if he had signed it, unless the As- 
sembly, by adjournment, prevent its return, in 
which case it shall not be a law. at a AS 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, Thatall town: 
ship, district, and county officers, not herein other- 
wise provided for, shall be appointed or elected, as 
the case may be, in such manner as shall be pro- 
vided by the Governor and Legislative Assembl 
i of the Territory of Kansas. The Governor shall 
nominate; and, by and with the advice and cons 
| sent of the Legislative Council, appoint all officers 
not herein otherwise provided for; and in the first. 
instance the Governor alone may appoint all said. 
officers, who,gshall hold their offices until the end 
of the first session of the Legislative Assembly; 
and shall lay off the necessary districts for mem- 
bers of the Council’and House of Representatives, 
and ail other officers. oy j 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That no mem- 
ber of the Legislative Assembly shall hold, or be 
appointed to, any office which shall have been 
created, or the salary or emoluments of which 
shall have been increased, while he was a mem-_ 
ber, during the term for which’ he ‘was. elected, 
and for one year after the expiration of such term; 
but this restriction shall not be applicable to mem- ` 
bers of the first Legislative Assembly; arid no 
person holding a commission or appointment 
under the United States; except postmasters, shall 
be a member of the Legislative Assembly, or shall 
hold any office under the Government of said 
i Territory. i 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That the ju- 
dicial power of said Territory shall be vested in 
a supreme court, district courts, probate courts, 
and in justices of the peace. The supreme court’ 
shall consist of a chief justice andyjwo associate 
justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quo- 
rum, and who shall hold a term at the seat of 
government of said Territory annually; and they 
shall hold their offices during the period of four 
years, and until their successors shall be appointed , 
and qualified. Thesaid Territory shall be divided” 
into three judicial districts, and a district court: 
shall be held in each of said districts by one of” 
the justices of the supreme court, at such times 7 
and places as may be prescribed by law; and the 
said judges shall, after their appointments, respect- 
ively, reside in the districts which shall be as-” 
signed them. The jurisdiction of the several 
courts herein provided for, both appellate and 
| original, and that of the probate courts, and of | 
justices of the peace, shall be as limited by law: 
Provided, That justices of the peace shall not have 
jurisdiction of ‘any matter in controversy when 

the title or boundaries of land may be in dispute, 
or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed 
one hundred dollars; and the said supreme and 
| district courts respectively, shall possess chancery 
| as well as common Jaw jurisdiction. Each: dis- 
| trict court, or the judge thereof, shall appoint its ° 
clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, 
and shall keep his office at the place where the 
court may be held. Writs of error, bills of ex- 
ception, and appeals, shall be allowed in all cases 
‘from the final decisions of said district courts to 
| the supreme court, under such regulationsas may 
| be prescribed by law; but in no case removed to 
i the supreme court shall trial by jury be allowed 
‘in said court. The supreme court, or the jus- 
‘tices thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and 
| every clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of 
i the court for which he shall have been appointed. 
|| Writs of error and appeals from the final decisions 
| of said supreme court shall be allowed, and may 
ibe taken to the Supreme Court of the United 
| States, in the same. manner and under the same 
 regulationsas from the circuit courts of the United 
i States, where the value of. the property, or the 
amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the 

‘oath or affirmation of either party, or other come 
| petent witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars; 
'excépt only, that in all cases involving title to 
| slaves, the said writs of error or appeals shall be 
| allowed and decided by the said supreme court, 
|| without regard to the value of the matter, prop- 
| erty, or title in controversy; and except also, that 
| a writ of error or appeal shall also be allowed ta 
| the Supreme Court of the United States from the 
| decision of the said supreme court created by this 
| act, or of any judge thereof, or of the district courts 
i created by this act, or of any judge thereof, upon 
| any writ of habeas corpus, involving the question 
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of personal freedom: Provided, That nothing here- 
in, contained shall be construed to apply to or 
affect the provisions of the “act respecting fugi- 
tives from justice, and persons escaping from the 
service of their masters,” approved February 
twelfth, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and 
the “act. to amend and supplementary to the 
aforesaid act,” approved September eighteenth, 
-eighteen hundred and fifty; and each of the said 
district courts shall have and exercise the same 
jurisdiction in all cases arising under the Consti- 
tution and laws of the United States as is vested 
in the circuit and district courts of the United 
States; and the said supreme and district courts 
of the said Territory, and the respective judges 
thereof, shall and may grant writs of habeas cor- 
pus in all cases in which the same are granted by 
the judges of the United States in the District of 
Columbia; and the first six days of every term of 
said courts, or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary, shall be appropriated to the trial.of causes 
arising under the said Constitution and laws, and 
writs oferror and. appeal in all such cases shall 
be made to the supreme court of said Territory, | 
the same as in other cases. The said clerk shall | 
receive the same fees in all such cases which the | 
clerks of the district courts of Utah Territory now 
receive for similar services. 

Seç. 28. And be it further enacted, That the pro- | 
visions of the act entitled “ An act respecting fugi- 
tives from justice, and persons escaping from the | 
service of their masters,” approved February | 
twelfth, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and | 
the provisions of the act entitled “An act to 
amend, and supplementary to, the aforesaid act,” 
approved September eighteenth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty, be, and the same are hereby, declared 
to extend to, and be in full force within the limits | 
of the said Teffitory of Kansas. 

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be appointed an attorney for said Territory, | 
who shall continue in office for four years, and 
until his successor shall be appointed “and quali- ; 
fied, unless sooner removed by the President, and 
who shall receive the same fees and salary as the 
attorney of the United States for the present Ter- 
ritory of Utah. There shall also be a marshal for 
the "Territory appointed, who shal! hold his office 
for four years, and until his successor shall be 
appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by 
the President, and who shall execute all processes 
issuing from the said courts when exercising their 
Jurisdiction as circuit and district courts of the 
United States; he shall perform the duties, be sub- 
ject to the same regulations and penalties, and be | 
entitled to the same fees as the marshal of the dis- | 
trict court of the United States for the present | 
Territory of Utah, and shall, iv addition, be paid 
two hundred dollars annually as a compensation 
for extra services. 

Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That the Gov- 
ernor, secretary, chief justice, and associate jus- 
tices, attorney, and marshal, shall be nominated, 
and, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, appointed by the President of the United 
States. The Governor and secretary to beappointed 
as aforesaid shall, before they act us such, respect- 
ively take an oath or affirmation before the district 
judge, or some justice of the peace in the limits 
of said Territory, duly authorized to administer 
oaths and affirmations by the laws now in force 
therein, or before the chief justice or some asso- 
ciate justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and faithfully to discharge the duties of | 
their respective offices, which said oaths, when | 
so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom 
the same shall have been taken; and such certifi- 
cates shall be received and recorded by the said 
secretary among the executive proceedings; and 
the chief justice and associate justices, and all 
other civil officers in said Territory, before they 
act as such, shall take a like oath or affirmation 
before the said Governor or secretary, or some 
judge or justice of the peace of the Territory who 
may be duly commissioned and qualified, which 
said oath or affirmation shall be certified and trans- 
mitted by the person taking the same to the sec- | 
retary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; and, | 
afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall be 
taken, certified, and recorded in such manner and 
form as may be prescribed by law. The Governor 
shall receive an annual salary of two thousand 


five hundred dollars. The chief justice and asso- 


ciate justices shall receive an annual salary of two 
thousand dollars. The secretary shall receive an 
annual salary of two thousand dollars. Thesaid 
salaries shall be paid quarter yearly, from the 
dates of the respective appointments, at the Treas- 
ury of the United States; but no such payment 
shall be made until said officers shall have entered 
upon the duties of their respective appointments. 
The members of the Legislative Assembly shall be 
entitled to receive three dollars each per-dayduring 
their attendance at the sessions thereof, and three 
dollars each for every twenty miles’ travel in going 
to and returning from the said sessions, estimated 
according to the nearest usually traveled route; 
and an additional allowance of three dollars shall 
be paid to the presiding’ officer of each House for 
each day he shall so preside. And a chief clerk, 
one assistant clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, and door- 
keeper may be chosen for each House; and the 
chief clerk shail receive four dollars per day, and 
the said other officers three dollars per day, 
during the session of the Legislative Assembly; 
but no other officers shall be paid by the United 
States: Provided, That there shallbe bat one ses- 
sion of the Legislature annually, unless, on an 
extraordinary occasion, the Governor shall think 
proper to call the Legislature together. There 
shall be appropriated annually the usual sum, to 
be expended by the Governor, to defray the con- 
tingent expenses of the Territory, including the 
salary of a clerk of the executive department; and 
there shall also be appropriated, annually, a suffi- 
cient sum, to be expended by the secretary of the 
Territory, and upon an estimate to be made b 
the Secretary of me Treanury or the United States, 
to defray theexpenses of the Legislative Assembly, 
the printing of the laws, and other incidental ex- 
penses; and the Governor and secretary of the 
‘Territory shall, in the disbursement of all moneys 
intrusted to them, be governed solely by the in- 
structions of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States, and shall, semi-annually, account 
to the said Secretary for the manner in which the 
aforesaid moneys shall have been expended; and 
no expenditure shall be made by said Legislative 
Assembly for objects not specially authorized by 
the acts of Congress making the appropriations, 
nor beyond the sums thus appropriated for such 
objects. 

Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That the seat 
of government of said Territory is hereby located 
temporarily at Fort Leavenworth; and that such 
portions of the public buildings as may not be 
actually used and needed for military purposes, 
may be occupied and used, under the direction of 
the Governor and Legislative Assembly, for such 
public purposes as may be required under the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Src. 32. And be it further enacted, That a Dele- 
gate to the House of Representatives of the United 
States, to serve for the term of two years, who 
shall be a citizen of the United States, may be 
elected by the voters qualified to elect members of 
the Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to 
the same rights and privileges as are exercised and 
enjoyed by the Delegates from the several other 
Territories of the United States to the said House 
of Representatives; byt the Delegate first elected 
shall hold his seat only during the term of the Con- 
gress to which he shall be elected. 
tion shall be held at such time and places, and be 
conducted in such manner, as the Governor shall 
appoint and direct; and at all subsequent elections 


the times, places, and manner of holding the elec- || 


tions shall be prescribed by law. The person 
having the greatest number of votes shall be de- 
clared by the Governor to be duly elected, and a 
certificate thereof shall be given accordingly. That 
the Constitution, and all laws of the United States 
which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the 
same force and effect within the said Territory of 
Kansas as elsewhere within the United States, 
except the eighth section of the act preparatory to 
the admission of Missouri into the Union, approved 
March sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, which, 
being inconsistent with the principle of non-inter- 
vention by Congress with slavery in the States 
and Territories, as recognized by the legislation of 
eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called the 
compromise measures, is hereby declared inoper- 
ative and void; it being the true intent and mean- 
ing of this act not to legislate slavery into any Ter- 
ritory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, butto 
leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and 


The first elec- || 


regulate their domestic institutions in their owr 
way , subject only to the Constitution of the United: 
States: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
| shall be construed to revive or put in force any law 
or regulation which may have existed prior to 
| the act of sixth of March, eighteen hundred ang 
| twenty, either protecting, establishing, prohibit- 
ing, or abolishing slavery. 

Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall hereafter be appropriated, as has been cus- 
tomary for the territorial governments, a sufficient 
: amount, to be expended under the direction of the. 
said Governor of the Territory of Kansas, not 
exceeding the sums heretofore appropriated for 
| Similar objects, for the erection of suitable public. 
buildings at the seat of government, and for the 
purchase of a library, to be kept at the seat of 
government for the use of the Governor, Legislative 
Assembly, judges of the supreme court, secretary y 
marshal, and attorney of said Territory, and such 
other persons, under such regulations, as shall be 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. 34. And be it further enacted, That whem 
the lands in the said Territory shall be surveyed 
under the direction of the Government of the 
United States, preparatory to bringing the same 
into market, sections numbered sixteen and thirty- 
six in each township in said Territory shall be, 
and the same are hereby, reserved for the purpose 
| of being applied to schools in said Territory, and 
in the States and Territories hereafter to be erected. 
! out of the same. 

Sec. 35. And be it further enacted, That, untik 
otherwise provided by law, the Governor of ‘said 
| Territory may define the judicial districts of said 
| Territory, and assign the judges who may be ap- 
| 


| pointed for said Territory to the several districts; 
and also appoint the times and places for holding 
courts in the several counties or subdivisions 
in each of said judicial districts by proclamation 
to be issued by him; but the Legislative Assem- 
bly, at their first or any subsequent seasion, may 
organize, alter, or modify such judicial districts, 
and assign the judges, and alter the times and 
places of holding the courts, as to them shalf 
seem proper and convenient, 

Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That al} 
officers to be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, for the 
Territory of Kansas, who, by virtue of the pro~ 
visions of any law now existing, or which may 
be enacted during the present Congress, are re- 
quired to give security for moneys that may be 
intrusted with them for disbursement, shall give 
such security, at such time and place, and in such 
manner, as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe. 

Sec. 37. And be it further enacted, That al¥ 
treaties, laws, and other engagements made by the 
Government of the United States with the Indian. 
tribes inhabiting the territories embraced within 
j this act, shall be faithfully and rigidly observed, 
notwithstanding anything contained in this act; 
and that the existing agencies and superintend- 
i encies of said Indians be continued with the same 
powers and duties which are now prescribed by 
law, except that the President of the United States: 
may, at his discretion, change the location of the 
office of superintendent. 

Aprrrovep, May 30, 1854, 


Pusiic, XXIV.—An Act to supply Deficiencies in 
the Appropriations for the Service of the fiscal year 
ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty four, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated to supply defi- 
ciencies in the appropriations for the service of 
_ the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, one 
i thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, out of any 
| money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, namely: 

Department of State. 


For the increased compensation of the Secre- 
tary of State, from the fourth of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
i four, two thousand four hundred and thirteen 
| dollars and thirty-seven cents. 


i For compensation of the Assistant Secretary of 
i State, from the eighteenth of April, one thousand 
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eight hundred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, 
three thousand six hundred and nine dollars and 
ninety cents. 

For publishing the laws, in pamphlet form and 
in the newspapers of the States and Territories, 
and in the city of Washington, two thousand 
three hundred and eighty dollars. 

For extra clerk hire and copying, four thousand 
dollars; 

Said clerks to be employed only during the ses- 
sion of Congress, or when indispensably neces- 
sary to enable the Department to answer some 
call made by either House of Congress at one 
session to be answered at another. 

For payment of a clerk, necessarily employed 
in the recess of Congress to bring up the arrear- 
ages of the disbursing agent of the Department of 
State, four hundred and thirty-two dollars. 

For compiling agd supervising the publication 
of the Biennial Register, five hundred dollars. 

For outfit of a chargé d’affaires to Denmark, 
four thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the usual return allowance for Ministers of 
the United States to Great Britain, France, Rus- 
sia, Prussia, Spain, Brazil, Mexico, and Chili, 
eighteen thousand dollars. 

For the usual return allowance of chargé d’af- 
faires, or Ministers resident to Portugal, Austria, 
Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Belgium, Naples, 
Sardinia, New Granada, Venezuela, Buenos 
Ayres, Bolivia, Ecuador, and Nicaragua, fifteen 
thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the usual return allowance of the Minister 4 
resident to Turkey, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the outfit of the Minister resident to Tur- 
key, six thousand dollars. 

For outfits of chargés d’affaires, two thousand 
four hundred and thirty-nine dollars and two 
cents. 

For an outfit for the late chargé d’affaires to 
Ausrtia, four thousand five hundred dollars. 

For salary of the dragoman to Turkey, one 
hundred and twenty-two dollars and eighty-three 
cents. 

For salary of the assistant dragoman to Tur- 
Key, five hundred and ninety-nine dollars and 
thirteen cents. 

For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary 
Powers, six thousand one hundred and forty-one 
dollars and forty-nine cents, 

For contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, 
fifteen thousand dollars. 

For contingent expenses of all the missions 
abroad, forty-two thousand seven hundred and 
twenty dollars and three cents. 

For payment of a balance due the agent em- 
ployed for purchasing, walling, and ditching a 
piece of land near the City of Mexico for a cem- 
etery or burial ground, four hundred and fifteen 
dollars and twenty-seven cents. 

To pay expenses incurred by Edward Cun- 
ningham, acting consul at Shanghai, for a police 
force for the preservation of the peace by, Ameri- 
ean citizens, five hundred and seventy-two dollars 
and eighty cents, 

For payment of the claim of Thomas N. John- 
son for his services as marshal at the port of 
Shanghai, from the ninth of December, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-one, to the fifteenth of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, the sum of 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one dol- 
lars and seventy-four cents. n 

For payment to John Bozman Kerr, in addition 
to his salary and allowances as chargé d’affaires 
to Nicaragua, the amount of his expenses on the 
journey to San Salvador and Guatemala, and of || 
his expenses at those capitals under his commis- 
sions to the Governments of those Republics, to- 
gether with a full outfit as chargé d’affaires to the 
National Representation of Central America. 


Treasury Department. 

For the increased compensation of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, from the fourth of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, to the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-four, two thousand six hundred and fifty- 
five dollars and fifty-five cents. 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to com- 
pensate the agent employed in paying annuities 
to Cherokee Indians remaining in North Carolina, 
undér the act of the twenty-ninth of July, one 


i tary of the Treasury. 
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thousand eight hundréd and forty-eight, five hun- 
dred dollars. 

For contingencies, including rent, fuel, labor, 
light, and watching, for the building occupied by 
the Third Auditor of the Treasury, from the first 
of August, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
three, to the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-four, three thousand six hun- 
dred and sixty-six dollars and sixty-seven cents, 

For contingencies, including rent, fuel, labor, 
light, and watching, for the building occupied by 
the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury, from the first 
of November, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three, to the thirtieth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-four, two thousand six 
hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixty-seven 
cents. 

For contingent expenses of the office of the 
Auditor of the Post Office Department, viz: 

For miscellaneous and printing prior to the 
fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three, three thousand three hundred and ninety 
dollars and ninety-eight cents. 

For printing, furniture, and labor, since the 
fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three, two thousand four hundred and twen- 
ty-seven dollars and fourteen cents. 

For salaries of: officers and clerks in branch 
mint at San Francisco, California, twelve thousand 
six hundred and seventy dollars. 

For wages of workmen in branch mint at San 
Francisco, California, thirty-three thousand three 
hundred dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the 
branch mint at San Francisco, California, four 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For salaries of officers and clerks in assay office, 
New York, twelve thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For wages of workmen in assay office, New 
York, twelve thousand five hundred dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses in assay 
office, New York, twenty-one thousand dollars. 

For the employment of workmen, materials, and 
other expenses necessary to put the branch mint 
at San Francisco, California, in operation, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For the collection of agricultural statistics and 
the procurement and distribution of seeds and cut- 
tings, to be expended under the direction of the 
Commissioner of Patents, ten thousand dollars. 

To complete the public buildings in New Mex- 
ico, fifty thousand dollars. 

For finishing the capitol and territorial prison 
in the Territory of Minnesota, abd grading and 
fencing the grounds of same, ten thousand dollars, 
to be expended under the direction of the Secre- 
» 


Interior Department. 
For the increased compensation of the Secretary 


i of the Interior, from the fourth of March, one thou- 


sand eight hundred and fifty-three, to the thir- 
tieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-four, two thousand six hundred and fifty-five 
dollars and fifty-five cents. 

For the increased compensation of the surveyor 


general of Oregon, from the third of March, one || 


thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, to the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 


‘and fifty-four, one thousand three hundred and 


twenty-seven dollars and seventy-seven cents. 

For rent of surveyor general’s office in Cali- 
fornia, purchase of instruments, records, drawing 
materials, furniture, fuel, and pay of messengers, 
-four thousand dollars, 

For compensation of a draughtsman and clerks 
for the office of the surveyor general of California, 
ten thousand dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the 
Commissioner of Pensions: For stationery, one 
thousand dollars; for binding books, one thousand 
dollars; for office furniture, one thousand dollars; 
for printing and engraving bounty land certifi- 
cates, one thousand five hundred dollars; for mis- 


cellaneous items, one thousand five hundred dol- |! 
| lars. 


For continuing the surveys in the northern por- 
tions of Jowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, at the 
rates now authorized by law, forty thousand dol- 
lars. 


For paying pensions, under the act of the third || 


of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three, one hundred and twenty-eight thou- 


sand dollars. 


Por: paying pensions: of: invalids who: were 
wounded on-board of private armed vessels:during: 
the last war with Great Britain, from the first ‘of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, - 
to the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hun 
dred and fifty-four, eight thousand four -handred 
j dollars; and the office. for paying privateer pen- 
sions in Boston is hereby abolished; and the:said: 
pensioners shall be paid’as privatéer pensions are: 
paid at other places. ; 

For the President’s House and grounds; for fueF 
for the Presiden:’s House, and. for iron fences; 
‘three thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For repairs of the Capitol, and improving the: 
rounds around it, six thousand five hundred dol- - 
ars, 

For repairs of water-pipes, two hundred dollars. 

To pay two drawkeepers on the Long Bridge: 
up to the first of July, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-four, four hundred dollars , A 

For trees, tree-boxes, and repairs of pavements, 
five hundred dollars, 

For lamps and lamp-posts on Pennsylvania. 
avenue, between seventeenth street and George-: 
town, and between the Capito] and navy-yard, 
one thousand two hundred dollars. K £4 

For completing and Keeping in order the grounds: . 
south of the President’s House, nine thousand 
seven hundred and seventy dollars. 7 

For furnishing an additional number of iroi 
settees for the President’s and Capitol grounds,, 
| one thousand dollars. 
| For completing the pedestal and inclosure of 
the equestrian statue of Andrew Jackson, ‘five 
hundred dollars. 

For the payment of laborers employed in shov- 
i eling stiow from the walks to and around. the 
| Capitol, the President’s House, andgother public 
buildings, four hundred and twenty dollars. 

For furnishing the rooms of the new wing of 
the Patent Office building with furniture, and pro- 
viding the saloon therein with cases for models, 
forty-five thousand dollars. 

For fulfilling treaties with the Sioux of the. 
Mississippi: ; 

For the third of fifty installments of interest, at 
the rate of five per cent, per annum, on one mil- 
lion three hundred and sixty thousand’ dollars, . 
stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty of 
twenty-third July, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, 
sixty-eight thousand dollars. ou , 

For the third of fifty installments of interest, at 
the rate of five per cent. per annum, on one hun- 
dred and twelve thousand dollars, being the 
amount in lieu of the reservation set apart in the 
third article of the treaty of twenty-third July, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-one, per Senate’s 
amendment thereof, five thousand six hundred 
; dollars. : 

For the third of fifty installments of interest, at 
the rate of five per cent. per annum, on one mib 
lion one hundred and sixty thousand dollars, stip~ 
ulated in the fourth article of the treaty of fifth 
August, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, fifty-eight 
| thousand dollars. 
| For the third of fifty installments of interest, at 
the rate.of five per cent. per annum, on sixty-nine 
thousand dollars, being the amount in lieu of the 
reservation set apart in the third article of the 
: treaty of fifth August, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
one. per Senate’s amendment thereof, three thou- 

sand four hundred and fifty dollars. 

i To pay clerks for services performed on Chick- 
asaw Indian business, in pursuance of the regu- 
| lations of the President of the United States, and 
ii in conformity with the decision of the late Secre- 
| tary of the Interior, six thousand one hundred. 
i and eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents, 
i For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
! service in New Mexico for the present fiscal year, 
| fifteen thousand dollars, to be expended under the 
} direction of the Secretary of the Interior, 
For the pay ment for the printing of the returns 

of the Seventh Census, and the paper pure 
! chased for said printing, under the. pro- 
; visions of the ‘joint resolution providing 
for the printing and binding of the returns 
| of the Seventh Census,” approved March 
4 third, eighteen hundred and fifty-three— 

that is to say: 

| For the printing of the returns before men- 
i tioned, the sum of fifteen thousand nine hundred 
and nine dollars and ninety-three cents. | 
| For the paper purchased for said printing, the 
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sum: of twenty-seven thousand one hundred and | 
six dollars and sixty-eight cents: Provided, That | 
the sums hereinbefore mentioned, be paid to the) 
printer who.executed the printing, and to the con- ` 
tractor who furnished the paper, respectively, at 
the Treasury of the Uhited States. 

For compensation of two additional clerksin the 
office of the Superintendent of Public Printing, 
one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the printing of Executive Departments, | 
including paper and _ printing the annual estimates 
of appropriations for the year one thousand eight į 
hundred and fifty-five, and for printing, paper, | 
and binding twenty thousand copies of the annual | 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury on com- : 
merce and navigation, for the year one thousand ; 
eight hundred and fifty-three, nine thousand and 
eighty-five dollars. 


War Department. ue 
* For the increased compensation of the Segretary 
of War from the fourth of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four,two thousand six ; 
hundred and fifty-five dollars and fifty-five cents. | 

For rent of house on northwest corner of F and | 
Seventeenth streets, and warming all the roomsin į 
it, three hundred and eighty-five dollars. 

For the compensation and expenses of the com- 
mission of civilians and military men appointed 
under the provisions of the first section of the act 
entitled An act making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending the thir- | 
tieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and ; 
fifty-four,” approved third of March, one thou- | 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, to determine | 
matters connected with the management of the 
national armories, five thousand nine hundred and 
ninety-six dolars and sixty-one cents, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary: Provided, That in 
the payment of such officers of the Army as may 
have served on that connmission, their pay, as such | 
officers, shall be deducted. 

For arrearages of pay for services of volunteers | 
inthe Kentucky regiment called into service in ` 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, one thousand | 
dollars. i 

For arrearages of pay for services rendered by i 
volunteers or militia in the Black IJawk war,one | 
thousand dollars. 

For clothing for the Army, camp and garrison | 
equipage, and horse equipments, to supply the 
place of losses sustained by the wreck of the 
steamer San Francisco, twenty-six thousand five | 
hundred and ninety dollars, i ; 

For deficiencies for the railroad surveys between : 
the Mississippi river and the Pacific ocean, forty | 
thousand dollars. 

Navy Department. 

For the increased compensation of the Secretary 
of the Navy, from the fourth of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth 


of June, one thousand ci¢ht hundred and fifty-four, ij 


two thousand five hundred and eighty-four dollars 
and sixty-one cents. $ 
For contingent expenses of the southwest ; 
Executive Building, viz: 

For fuel and lights, seven hundred dollars. ! 
For miscellaneous items, eight hundred dollars. | 
For contingent expenses of the Navy, that may | 
accrue for the following purposes, viz: Freight and | 


transportation, printing and stationery, adver- | 


tising in newspapers, hooks, maps, models, and. 


drawings, purchase and repair of fire-engines and | 


machinery, repairs of and attending to steam- | 
engines in navy-yards, purchase and maintenance j 
of horses and oxen, and driving teams, carts, ` 
timber-wheels, and the purchase and repair of. 
workmen’s tools, postage of public letters, furni- | 
ture for Government houses, fuel, oil, and candles | 
for navy-yards and shore stations, pay of watch- ; 
men, and incidental labor not chargeable to any | 
other appropriation, labor attending the delivery | 
of stores on civil stations, wharfage, dockage, and 
rent, traveling expenses of officers and others, under 
orders, funeral expenses, store and office rent, 
stationery, fuel, commissions and pay of clerks to | 
navy agents and storekeepers, flags, awnings, and | 
packing-boxes, premiums and other expenses of 
recruiting, apprehending deserters, per diem pay 


| 
to persons attending courts-martial and courts of | 
ia 
H 


inquiry, and other services authorized by law, pay 
to judges-advocate, pilotage and towage of vessels, ‘| 
and assistance to vessels in distress, bills of health! 


May, 


| dollars. Te 
For reappropriation of the following sums, 
carried to the surplus fund, and for the ob- 
jects mentioned: 
For dry-dock at Kittery, two thousand nine 
hundred dollars and eighty-five cents. 
For dry-dock at Pensacola, eleven thousand one 
hundred and nineteen dollars and thirteen cents. 
For magazine at Norfolk, two thousand and 
sixty-eight dollars and forty-two cents. 
For magazine at Boston, four hundred and 
eighty dollars and sixty-three cents, 
For magazine at New York, six hundred and 
thirty-one dollars and thirty-two cents. 
For magazine at Washington, one thousand six 
hundred dollars. 
For hospital at Philadelphia, two thousand 
four hundred and forty-two dollars and forty-two 
cents. 


Post Office Department. 


For the increased compensation of the Postmas- 
ter General from the fourth of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
four, two thousand six hundred and fifty-five dol- 
lars and fifty-five cents. 

For compensation of two temporary clerks em- 
ployed in the Post Office Department, viz: One 
from tbe first of April to the thirtieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, at the rate 
of twelve hundred dollars per annum; and one 
from the nineteenth cf May to the thirtieth of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, 
atthe rate of one thousand dollars per annum; 
and from the first of July to the second of August, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, at the 
rate of twelve hundred dollars per annum, five 
hundred and twenty-five dollars and seventy-three 
cents. 

To supply a deficiency in the revenues of the 
Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending 
the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-three, five hundred and forty-five thou- 


three cents. 
Attorney General. 


For the increased compensation of the Attorney 
General, from the fourth of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, 
two thousand five hundred and ninety-four dol- 
lars and nineteen cents. 

For the purchase of Spanish and Mexican law- 
books for the library of Congress, seventeen hun- 
dred dollars. 

Miscellancous. 


Vor the contingent expenses of the Senate, 
viz: 

For luhographing and engraving, twenty thou- 
sand dollars. 

For binding, thirty thousand dollars. 

For books, twelve thousand six hundred and 
ninety-one dollars. 

For clerks to committees and President pro tem- 
pore, draughtsman, messengers, pages, laborers, 
i police, horses, and carryalls, four thousand four 
hundred dollars. 

For miscellaneous items: 

To replace this amount, drawn by order of the 
Senate from that head of appropriation, in a pay- 
ment to R. M. Young, as commissioner to inves- 
igate charges against Elon. A. Ramsay, late super- 
intendent of Indian affairs, Minnesota, nine hun- 
dred and twenty-four dollars and twenty cents. 

To enable the Secretary of the Senate to pay for 
the maps of the public lands authorized by the 
resolution of the Senate of the third March, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, to be printed 


| Lands, five thousand one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. 
For the expenses of the House of Represent- 
atives, Viz: 
For horses and carriages, eight hundred and 
forty dollars. 


under the direction of the Committee on Public | 


sand four hundred and forty-five dollars and sixty- || 


For pages, one thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-six dollars. : 

For binding documents, seventy-seven thou- 
sand five hundred and ninety-six dollars and forty 
cents, 

For miscellaneous items, twenty thousand dol- 

lars. 
| For binding the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix of the second session of the thirty-second 
Congress—five thousand and eizhty-eight volumes, 
at sixty cents per volume—three thousand four 
‘hundred and twelve dollars and eighty cents. 

For continuing the preparation and publication 
of a stereotyped catalogue of the library of Con- 
gress, five thousand dollars. 

For the messenger to the Speaker, three hun- 
j dred and twelve dollars, 

For pay for Annals of Coggress, ordered by 
| the House for the House library, being one hun- 
j dred copies of each of the following volumes: 


|! first, second, and third volumes Tenth Congress, 
i, and first, second, and third volumes Eleventh 


; Congress, in all six hundred volumes, at five dol- 
_ lars per volume, three thousand dollars. 
| For printing index to private claims, ordered to 
: be printed by resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the twenty-second of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, twenty 
' thousand dollars. 
For binding index to private claims, five thou- 
| sand seven hundred dollars. 
» For rent of paper wareroom from the first of 
January to thirtieth of June, eighteen bundred 
| and fifty-four, at two hundred and fifty dollars per 
; annum, one hundred and twenty-five dollars. 
For cartage of printing paper from wareroom 


li and office of the Superintendent of Public Print- 


| ing, to the printing offices, and labor, from the first 
‘of January to the thirtieth of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four, at five hundred and fifty dol- 
lars per annum, two hundred and seventy-five 
i dollars, 
‘For arrearages incurred prior to the first of 
| July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, 
i for running and marking the boundary line be- 
tween the United States and Mexico, under the 
j treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, fifty thousand dol- 
ars. 
| And that the period limited for the appointment 
: of commissioner, surveyor, and chief astronomer, 
| by the act of May fifteen, eighteen hundred and 
| fifty, shall be, and the same is hereby, extended 
i R the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
ve. 
| For engraving maps, views, sections, and nat- 
i ural history of the survey of the boundary be- 
| tween the United States and Mexico, ten thou- 


|, sand dollars; to be expended under the direction 


: of the Secretary of the Interior. 

For wood cuts purchased by the Commissioner 
of Patents, for illustrating the mechanical part of 
| the Patent Office report for eighteen hundred and 
fifty-three-four, ordered by the House of Repre- 
| sentatives, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
For salaries and incidental expenses of the 
: commission appointed under the act of March 
: third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, for settling 

land claims in California, forty-two thousand dol- 
: lars: Provided, That there be allowed to the legal 
; representatives of Robert Greenhow such sum, 
| in addition to that received by him, as together, 
i will make his salary for the time he was employed 
as assistant law agent equalto that authorized to 
be paid to the land commissioners by the act of 
third March, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, 
‘making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of Government for the year ending 
me thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
our, 

That the First Comptroller of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to examine the claims 


i presented by certain counties of the late Terri- 


i tory of Iowa for expenses of the United States 
‘district court, which were paid by said counties 
i prior to the admission of said Territory into the 
Union as a State; and if, upon such examination, 
ihe is satisfied that prior to said time the said 
i counties have paid money which, in accordance 
| with the instructions of the First Comptroller of 
| the Treasury, dated nineteenth of December, 

eighteen hundred and forty-three, as construed in 
| the report of said First Comptroller to the Secre- 
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tary of the Interior under date of. thirteenth of 
October, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, in ref- 
erence to said subject, should have been paid by 
the marshal of the United States for said Terri- 
tory, he is directed to audit and allow the same. 

For compensation of the judge of first instance 
in civil cases for the district of San Francisco, 
California, per appointment dated twenty-first of 
September, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, by 
the late General B. Riley, while Governor of that 
country, from first October, eighteen hundred and 
forty-nine, to the first April, eighteen hundred and 
fifty, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the payment of a draughtsman and clerks, 
employed under the resolution of May four, 
eighteen hundred and forty-eight, upon the maps 


of the public lands, five thousand six hundred | 


and seventy-five dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all books, 
papers, 
ment of the Interior, may be copied and ce@tified, 
under the seal of that Department, (which is 
hereby recognized aslegal,) in the same manner as 
those in the other Executive Departments may 
now by law be, and with the same force and effect; 
and in all cases where a seal is necessary by law 
to any commission, process, or other instrument 
provided for by the laws of Congress, it shall be 
lawful to affix the proper seal, by making an im- 
pression therewith directly on the paper to which 
such seal is necessary, which shall be as valid as 
if made on wax or other adhesive substance. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That hereafter 
the commissions of all officers, under the direction 
and control of the Secretary of the Interior, shall 
be made out and recorded in the Department of 
the Interior, and the-seal of the said Department 
affixed thereto, any laws to the contrary notwith- 
standing: Provided, That the said seal shall not 
be affixed to any such commission before the same 
shall have been signed by the President of the 
United States. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
pensation of the special mail agent of the Post 
Office Department in California shall be five thou- 
sand dollars per annum; such rate to take effect 


in virtue of this provision from July first, eighteen 


hundred and fifty-three. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the passage of this act, there shall be, in 
addition to the clerks authorized by the third sec- 
tion of the act of March third, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-three, entitled “An act making appro- 


priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of | 


Government for the year ending the thirtieth of 


June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four,” in the | 


office of the Register of the Treasury, three clerks 
of class three, to include the clerk now authorized 
to take charge of the redemption of stocks, and in 
the office of the Commissioner of Pensions in lieu 
of the temporary clerks now employed therein, 
five clerks of class two, and fifteen clerks of class 


three; and said clerks shall be paid, according to | 


the provisions of said section, until the thirtieth 
of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, out of 
any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the por- 
tion of the seventh section of the act of twenty- 
sixth August, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, 
entitled ‘* An act to provide for executing the pub- 


lic printing and establishing the prices thereof, ; 


, 


and for other purposes,” which provides ‘* that 
when any documents shall be ordered to be printed 
by both Houses of Congress, the entire printing 
of such documents shall be done by the printer of 
that Hlouse which first ordered the same,” is 
hereby repealed; and when there are different 
printers for the respective Houses, each shall do 
the printing which may thereafter be ordered by 
the House electing him. 
Aprrovep, May 31, 1854. 


Pusiic, XXV.—An Act regulating the Pay of Dep- | 


uty Postmasters. 

- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That in place of the compensation now 
allowed deputy postmasters, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow 
them commissions at the following rates on the 
postage collected at their respective offices in each 
quarter. of the year, and in due proportion for any 
period less than a quarter, viz: 


documents, and records, in the Depart- | 


_On any sum not exceeding one hundred dollars 
| sixty per cent.; but any postmaster at whose office 
the mail is to arrive regularly, between the hours 
of nine o’clock at night and five o’clock in the 
morning, may be allowed seventy per cent. on the 
| first hundred dollars, 

On any sum over and above one hundred dol- 
lars, and not exceeding four hundred dollars, fifty 
per cent. : 

On any sum over and above four hundred dol- 
i lars, but not exceeding twenty-four hundred dol- 
lars, forty per cent. 

And onali sums over twenty-four hundred dol- 
lars, fifteen per cent. 

On the amount of postage on letters and pack- 
ages received ata distributing office for distribu- 
lion, twelve and one half per cent. commission 
may be allowed. . 

Every postmaster whose compensation shall 
not exceed five hundred dollars in one quarter, 
shall be allowed one cent on every free letter de- 
livered out of bis office, except such as are for the 
postmaster himself. But the special allowance 
now made by law to the postmasters at New Or- 
leans and Washington city, shall not. otherwise 
be either increased or diminished. 

Each postmaster who shall be required to keep 
a register of thearrival and departure of the mails, 
| shall be allowed ten cents for each monthly return 
which he makes to the Postmaster General. 

Each postmaster shall be allowed two mills for 
| the delivery from his office to a subscriber of each 
: newspaper not chargeable with postage: Provided, 


which the commissions, allowances, and emolu- 
ments, since the thirty-first day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, have been 
insufficient to defray the actual and necessary ex- 
penses, and afford the postmaster the annual com- 
pensation derived from commissions at the office 
before said thirty-first of March, the Postmas- 
ter General may, in his discretion, allow quar- 
terly, from the date aforesaid, out of the postages 
collected at any such office, an amount sufficient 
to supply such deficiency: Provided further, That 
to any postmaster of a separating office, whose 
commissions, allowances, and emoluments may 
be found insufficient to provide the extra labor 
necessary to a prompt and eficient performance 
of the duties of separating and dispatching the 
mails passing through his office, the Postmaster 
|| General may make such quarterly allowance, out 
| of the postages collected at such office, as he may 
deem sufficient to compensate such extra labor: 
Provided further, That the commissions and allow- 
ances authorized by this act shall be subject to 
the provisions of the forty-first section of the act 
entitled “ An act to reduce into one the several 


Department: And provided further, That the Post- 
master General may, in his discretion, dispose of 
any quarterly returns of mails sent or received, 


July, eighteen hundred and fifty, preserving the 
accounts current, and all vouchers accompanying 


ceeds thereof as may be necessary to defray the 
| cost of separating and disposing of the same. 
| This act shall take effect and be in force from and 
| after thecommencement of the next fiscal quarter 
after its passage. 
APPROVED, June 22, 1854. 


i 


| Pusiic, XX VL—An Act to authorize the Selection 


of School Districts in lieu of the sixteenth sections 


| within the Twelve Miles Square Reservation, State 
| of Alabama. 


‘| Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That the school commissioners of town- 
i| ship six south, range one east, townships five and 
| six south, range two east, and townships five and 

six south, range three east, Huntsville district, 
|} Alabama, be, andthe same are hereby, authorized 
|| to select, respectively, by legal subdivisions, from 
l any of the surveyed public Jands, the quantity, as 
‘| near as may be, contained in the sixteenth sections 
‘| of said townships, within the twelve miles square 
: reservation; which selections, upon being approved 
i! by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be holden by 
‘| the same tenure, and upon the same terms, for the 
l support of schools, in such townships, as the sec- 
li tions numbered sixteen, within the said reserva- 


j$ 
ti 
il 


That to any postmaster of a distributing office at |, 


acts establishing and regulating the Post Office || 


which were made up previous to the first day of || 


such accounts, and use such portion of the pro- |; 


tion, would: havesbeen, had: not-treaty stipulation 
made other-disposition thereof. sao mou esp 
Arproven, June 22, 1854. 


Pusuic, XXVU.—An Act confirming certain Land, 
Claims in Louisiana, in the Bastrop Grant...» 
Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That such of the claims entered in the 
report dated thirtieth of July, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two, of the register and receiver at Mon- 
roe, Louisiana, as in their opinion ought to be 
confirmed, according to the principles recognized 
in the act of Congress of thethird March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, pursuant to which the said 
report was made, be, and the same are hereby, 
confirmed for the extent and under the limitations: 
referred to in the opinions of the said officers. 
Sec 2. And be it further enacted, That the con- 
firmatigg by this act shall only operate as a relin- 
quishment on the part of the United States, and 
i shall not affect the right of adverse claimants to 
| the same lands, nor prevent a judicial decision in 
regard to the same; and upon the rendition to the 
| General Land Office of a proper olat of ‘survey, 
| duly approved by the surveyor veneral, for any 
confirmation by this act, the Commissioner shall 
cause a patent to be issued, if satisfied that the 
same is confirmed and surveyed according to- thë 
true intent of this act: Provided, That if in any 
case a claim confirmed by this act was not actually: 
located prior to the third of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-one, no location of the same shall be 
i made to the prejudice of any actual settler, but 
| such floating claim may be located on any public 
lands in the Ouachita district, to which there may 
| be no existing preémption or other valid claim, 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
Arrroven, June 29, 1854. 


| Puste, XXVI. —An Act to reimburse to the 
Common Council of New York city, Expenditures 
made for the First Regiment of New York Volun- 
teers. ae 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in, Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of War, in the set- 
tlement and adjustment (under the act of Congress 
of June second, eighteen hundred and forty-eight) 
| of the claims of the common council of New York, 
| for expenditures made in organizing, transporting, 
i] clothing, and subsisting the first regiment of New 
York volunteers, commanded by Colonel Ward 
B. Burnett, prior to the mustering of said regiment 
into the service of the United States, shall be 
authorized and required to allow such of those 
! claims as may be supported by satisfactory vouch- 
ers, showing that such expenditures’ had been 
fairly made, and was necessary and. proper for the 
service, notwithstanding that such vouchers may 
| be informal and defective for want of particularity: 
Provided, That the amount allowed shall not ex- 
ceed three thousand six hundred and seventy-two 
dollars and ninety cents. 
Approved, June 29, 1854. 


i Punic, XXUX.—An Act to authorize the Issue of 
Registers to vessels owned by the “Accessory Transit 
Company.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to cause registers to 
be issued in the name of the president of the 
1s Accessory Transit Company,” incorporated 
! under a charter from the State of Nicaragua, for 
i the steamboats or vessels owned by said com- 
| pany, and employed in the transportation of mer- 
| Panyy | ploy P ; 
| chandise and passengers between the Atlantic and 
| Pacific ports of the United States, through or over 
| the territory of theState aforesaid: Provided, That 
i before the granting of a register for any steam- 
‘ boat or vessel owned by said company, to be emi- 
ployed as aforesaid, the president of said company 
| shall swear or affirm that the said steamboat or 
f vessel is owned by said company; that all the 
|| officers and at least two thirds of the crew are citi- 

zens of the United States, or persons not the sub- 
| jects of any foreign prince or State; that all the 
officers and directors of said company are citizens 
|| of, the United States, and that two. thirds of the 

li stock of said company is owned by citizens of the 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
t 
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United States; which cath or affirmation shall be 
deemed sufficient, without requiring the oath or 
affirmation of any other person interested or con- 
cerned in said steamboat or vessel: And provided 
further, That a register issued under this act shall 
continue in force one year, and no longer, ynless | 
the president of the company aforesaid shall, 
within one year from the date of the register, make 
anew the oath or affirmation aforesaid, and the 
collector of the customs shall certify the date of 
said renewed oath or affirmation on the back of 
said register, which shail continue in force for one 
year from said date, and the oath or affirmation 
may beso renewed and the indorsement so made 
once in each and every year thereafter, and the 
register shall continue in force accordingly. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That before 
granting a register to any steamboat or vessel, 
owned by the company aforesaid, the president 


thereof shall, together with one or more gpreties, 
to the satisfaction of the collector of the Customs, 
by whom, under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the register may be issued, become 
bound to the United States in the sum of twenty- |; 
five thousand dollars, with condition that the 
steamboat or vessel shall be solely employed in 
the transportation of merchandise and passengers 
between the Atlantic and Pacific ports of the 
United States as aforesaid; that the register shall 
be solely used for said steamboat or vessel; that it 
shall not be sold, lent, or otherwise disposed of to 
any other company, person, or persons; and that 
in case such steamboat or vessel shall be sold, 
lost, or otherwise prevented from returning to the | 
United States, the said register shall, within six 
months thereafter, if preserved, be returned to the 
collector of the customs who issued it, or to the 
Register of the Treasury, for cancellation; and on 
failure to comply with any of the conditions afore- 
said, a forfeiture shall accrue to the United States 
of the entire penal sum named in said bond, to be 
enforced in any court of competent jurisdiction, 
and the outstanding register shall be null and void. 

Src. 3. And be il further enacted, That when- 
ever the officer to whom said register had been 
issued shall cease to be the president of said com- 
pany, any register which may have been issued 
in his name shalt be void, and a new register must 
be issued, in compliance with the provisions of |: 
this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That before 
issuing any register as aforesaid, it shall be proved 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury 
that the steamboat or vessel for which the register |! 
is to issue shall have been built and equipped 
wholly in the United States; and said steamboats 
and vessels shall, in all respects, be subject to the 
laws of the United States in the same manner as 
vessels built wholly and registered by American |; 
citizens. 

Arrroven, June 29, 1854. 


Posiic, XXX ~An Act to enable the President of |: 
the United States to fulfill the third Article of the |; 
Treaty between the United States and the Mexican |! 
Republic, of the thirtieth of December, one thou- Ii 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, as amended by | 
the Senate of the United States. | 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress |! 

assembled, That the sum of ten millions of dollars |' 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of |: 
any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appro- | 

| 


priated, to enable the President of the United 
States to fulfill the stipulation in the third article of | 
the treaty between the United States and the Mex- | 
ican Republic, of the thirtieth of December, one |! 
i 


thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, as subse- | 
quently amended by the Senate of the United 
States; of which said sum of ten millions of dol- | 
lars, seven millions are to be paid on the exchange |: 
of the ratifications of said treaty, and the remain- | 


ing three millions as soon as the boundary line | 
shall be surveyed, marked, and established. | 
ArrroyeD, June 29, 1854. | 

| 


- X > A i 
Minnesota in the Construction ofa Railroad therein, f 

j; 
Be it enocted. by the Senate and House of Repre- f 
sentatives of the United Slates of America in Congress | 
assembled, That there be, and is hereby, granted i: 
to the Territory of Minnesota, for the purpose of f 


aiding in the construction of a railroad from the | 


Pusiic, XXXI.-—An Act to aid the Territory of 


southern line of said Territory, commencing at a 


| point between township ranges nine and seventeen, | 


thence by the way of St. Paul, by the most prac- 


| ticable route, to the eastern line of said Territory, 


in the direction of Lake Superior, every alternate 
section of land designated by odd numbers for six 


sections in width on each side of said road within : 


said Territory, but in case it shall appear that the 


United States have, when the line of said road is | 


definitely fixed by the authority aforesaid, sold 
any section, or any part thereof granted as afore- 
said, or that the right of preémption has attached 
to the same, then it shall be lawful for any agent 
or agents, to be appointed by the Governor of said 
Territory, subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, to select from the lands of the 
United States nearest to the tier of sections above 


specified, so much land, in alternate sections or | 


parts of sections, as shall be equal to such lands 
as the United States have sold, or to which the 
right of preémption has attached as aforesaid, 


which lands (thus selected in lieu of those sold, | 


and'to which preémption has attached as afore- 
said, together with the sections or parts of sections 


designated by odd numbers as aforesaid, and | 
appropriated as aforesaid) shall be held by the | 


Territory of Minnesota for the use and purpose 


aforesaid: Provided, That the lands to be so lo- ! 


cated shall in no case be farther than fifteen miles 


from the line of the road, in each case,and selected | 
for and on account of said road: Provided further, | 


That the lands hereby granted shall be exclusively 


it was granted and selected, and shall be disposed 
of only as the work progresses, and the same 
shall be applied to no other purpose whatever: 


“nd provided further, That any and all lands : 
heretofore reserved to the United States by any | 
act of Congress, or in any other manner by com- | 


petent authority, for the purpose of aiding in any 


|, object of internal improvement, or for any other į 
purpose whatsoever, be, und the same are hereby, | 


reserved to the United States from the operation 


i of this act, except so far as it may be found neces- 
_ sary to locate the route of said railroad through | 


such reserved lands, in which case the right of way 


' only shall be granted, subject to the approval of | 


the President of the United States. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sec- 


i tions and parts of sections of land, which by such | : 
: grants shall remain to the United States, within į Purre, XXXIV.—.An Jet to provide for the con- 
i six miles on each side of suid road, shall not be 


i sold for less than double the minimum price. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 


_ lands hereby granted to the said Territory shall 
' be subject to the disposal of any Legislature there- 


of, for the purpose aforesaid and no other, nor 


shall they inure to the benefit of any company | 


heretofore constituted and organized; and the 
said railroad shall be and remain a public high- 


i way for the use of the Government of the United 
: States, free from toll or other charge upon the 


transportation of any property or troops of the 
United States, nor shall any of said lands become 


subject to private entry until the same shall have | 


been first offered at public saleat the increased price. 
Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the lands 
hereby granted to said Territory, shall be disposed 


of by said Territory only in manner following, | 


that is to say, no title shall vest in the said Ter- 


ritory of Minnesota, nor shall any patent issue for | 


any part of the lands hereinbefore mentioned, 
until a continuous length of twenty miles of said 


| road shall be completed through the lands hereby | 
i granted, and when the Secretary of the Interior i 


shall be satisfied that any twenty miles of said 


completed; and if said road is not completed with- 


in ten years, no further sale shall be made, and | 
i the land unsold shall revert to the United States. | 

Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the | 
United States mail shall be transported at all | 


times on said railroad, under the direction of the 


Post Office Department, at such price as Corgress | 


may by law direct: Provided, That until such price 
is fixed by law, the Postmaster General shall 
have power to determine the same. 

Approven, June 29, 1854. 


road are completed, then a patent shall issue for | 
a quantity of land not exceeding one hundred | 
i and twenty sections, and included within a con- | 
| tinuous length of twenty miles of said road, and 
So from time to time, patents shall be issued in | 
‘like manner upon the completion of each addi- | 
« tional twenty miles of said road, until it shall be 


[The preceding act was subsequently repealed. 
See act for relief of Thomas Bronaggh.} 


Postic, XXXIL— An Act for the construction of 
certain Military Roads and Wells inthe Territory 
of New Mexico. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums of money be, 
and are hereby, appropriated for the construction 
and repair of roads in the Territory of New 
Mexico: 

From Taos to Santa Fé, 
thousand dollars. 

From Santa Fé to Dona Aña, the sum of 
twelve thousand dollars; any portion of which 
may be applied to the sinking of wells, if required 
by the necessities of said road. The said sums 


the sum of twenty 


| of money to be expended under the control and 
|| direc#on of the Secretary of War. 


Approven, July 17, 1854. 


Pusric, XXXIN.—An Act for the Payment of the 
Civil Officers employed in the Territory of New 
Mexico while under military government, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, authorized, from any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay to 


tthe r cly |i the civil officers employed in the Territory of 
applied in the construction of that road for which : 


New Mexico while the same was under military 
government, the salariés due and payable to them 


| from the twenty-second of September, eighteen 


hundred and forty-six, until the third of March, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-one, according to the 
rate of compensation prescribed by the organic 
law promulgated by General Stephen W. Kear- 
ney for the government of said Territory of New 
Mexico, deducting therefrom such sums as have 
already been paid to them from the Treasury of 
said Territory: Provided, That under the pro- 
vision of this act, no compensation shall be made 
to any officer of the Army of the United States 
for discharging the duties of any civil office in the 
Territory of New Mexico. - 
Arrrovep, July 17, 1854. 


tinuation of the Military Road from Myrtle Creek 

to Scottsburg, in Oregon. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the sum of twenty thousand dol- 
lars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 


| propriated, for the extension and completion of 


the military road from Myrtle Creek, in Umpqua 
valley, to Scottsburg, in the Territory of Oregon; 
the said road to be constructed under the direction 
of the Secretary of War. 

Approyvep, July 17, 1854. 


Pusiic, XXXV.—An Act to provide for the con- 
struction of a Military Road in the Territory of 
Utah. 

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there be, and is hereby, appropri- 
ated, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of War, in the construction of a 
military road within the Territories of Utah and 
New Mexico, commencing at Great Salt Lake 
City, and running by the way of Provo City, Fill- 
more City, Parovan and Cedar City, to the eastern 
boundary of California, in the direction of the 


‘Cajon Pass. 


Approven, July 17, 1854. 


Pusiic, XXX VI.—.An Act to authorize the President 
of the United States to cause to be Surveyed the 
tract of land in the Territory of Minnesota belong- 
ing to the half-breeds or mixed-bloods of the Dacotah 
or Sioux Nation of Indians, and for other purposes. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to exchange with the half-breeds or 
mixed-bloods of the Dacotah or Sioux nation of 
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Indians, who are entitled to an interest therein, 
for the tract of land lying on the west side of 
Lake Pepin and the Mississippi river, in the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota, which was set apart and 
granted for their use and benefit, by the ninth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Prairie du Chien, of the fif- | 
teenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred || 
and thirty; and for that purpose he is hereby au- |! 
thorized to cause to be issued to said persons, on |! 
‘the execution by them, or by the legal represent- |; 
atives of such as may be minors, of a full and |} 
complete relinguishment by them to the United || 
States of all their right, title, and interest, accord- |! 
ing to such form as shall be prescribed by the || 
Commissioner of the’General Land Office, in and || 
to said tract of land or reservation, certificates or | 
scrip for the same amount of. land to which each 
individual would be entitled in case of a division || 
of the said grant or reservation pro rata among || 
the claimants—which said certificates or scrip 
may be located upon any of the lands withiy said | 
reservation not now occupied by getual and bona |: 
fide settlers of the half-breeds or mixed-bloods, or 
such other persons as have gone into said Terri- || 
tory by authority of law, or upon any other un- 
occupied lands subject to preémption or private || 
sale, or upon any other unsurveyed lands, not |! 
reserved by Government, upon which they have | 
respectively made improvements: Provided, That || 
said certificates or scrip shall not embrace more i 
than six hundred and forty, nor less than forty |! 
acres each, and provided that the same shall be i 
equally apportioned, as nearly as practicable, || 
among those entitled to an interest in said reser- | 
vation: And provided further, That no transfer or | 
conveyance of any of said certificates or scrip shall | 
be valid. | 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- | 
i 
i 


ident be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to | 
be ascertained the number and names of the half- |: 
breeds or mixed-bloods who are entitled to parti 
cipate in the benefits of the said grant or reserva 
tion as aforesaid , before the issue of the certificates 
or scrip provided for in the preceding section. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and |, 
after the passage of this act, the President is au- | 
thorized to have the lands within the said reserve || 
surveyed and exposed to public sale at the land | 
offices for the districts in which said lands may 
lie, according to the boundaries of the several land 
districts recently established by Congress, in the 
same manner as other public lands. 

Arproven, July 17, 1854. 


Posie, XXXVIT.—An Act to amend the act ap- 
proved September twenty-seven, eighteen hundred 
and fifty, to create the Office of Surveyor General of 
the Public Lands in Oregon, etc., and also the act 
amendatory thereof, approved February nineteen, 
eighteen hundred and fifty three. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress || 


assembled, That the donations hereafter to be sur; | 
veyed in Oregon and Washington Territories, 
claimed under any of the provisions of the act to 
create the office of surveyor general of the public 
landsin Oregon, etc., approved September twenty- | 
seven, eighteen hundred and fifty, shall in no case 


include a town site, or lands settled upon for pur- j| 
oses of business or trade, and not for agriculture; || 


and all legal subdivisions included in whole-or in 
_ part in such town sites, or settled upon for pur- 
poses of business or trade, and not for agriculture, 
shall be subject to the operations of the act of 
May twenty-three, eighteen hundred and forty- 
four, “for the relief of citizens of towns upon 
jands of the United States, under certain circum- j; 
stances,” whether such settlements were made | 
before or after the surveys: Provided, however, | 
That the period of two years occupancy required | 
of settlers before they can purchase the lands 
claimed by them under the provisions of the first |; 
section of the act of February fourteen, eighteen |: 
handred and fifty-three, above mentioned, shall), 
be, and the same is hereby, reduced to one year. |; 


ii 
i 
H 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pro- |! 


viso to the fourth section of the act of twenty- | 
seventh September, eighteen hundred and fifty, li 
above mentioned, by which all contracts for the f 
sale of lands claimed under that law, before the | 
issue of the patents therefor, are declared void, |; 
shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Pro- i 


THE 
| of September, eighteen hundred and forty-one, 
! unsurveyed lands as above mentioned; and all 
; claimed under this section, within six months after | 


i lands claimed as such donations, within thirty 


| cer; and failing such notice in either case, the claim- | 


i by the sixth section of the act of eighteen hun- 


|, direction of the Legislatures 


| factory proof that either of said officers, or any 


| rewards not authorized by law, he shall be forth- 


| general, subject to the decision of the{Secretary of 


the vendor shall have resided four 
land. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the pre- | 
emption privilege granted by the act of the fourth 


years upon the 


shall be, and the same is hereby, extended to the | 
lands in Oregon and Washington Territories, | 
whether surveyed or unsurveyed, not rightfully 

claimed, entered, or reserved, under the provisions 

of this act, or the acts of which it is amendatory, | 
nor excluded by the terms of the said act of eigh- | 
teen hundred and forty-one, with the exception of | 


settlers on unsurveyed lands in said Territories 
shall give notice to the surveyor general, or other | 
duly authorized officer, of the particular tract 


the survey of such lands is made and returned. | 
And all persons claiming donations under this act, | 
or the acts of which it is amendatory, shall in like ; 
manner give notice to the surveyor general, or i 
other duly authorized officer, of the particular | 


days after being requested to do so by such offi- | 


ant or claimants shall forfeit all right and claim | 
thereto: Provided, however, That the time limited 


dred and fifty-three, in which claimants under.the 
act of eighteen hundred and fifty are required to 
give notice of their claims, shall be, and the same | 
is hereby, extended to the first of December, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-five, except in cases where 
the surveyor general shall request them so to do, | 
as above provided. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in lieu | 
of the two townships of land granted to the Ter- : 
ritory of Oregon by the tenth section of the act of i 
eighteen hundred and fifty, for universities, there : 
shall be reserved to each of the Territories of | 
Washington and Oregon two townships of land 
of thirty-six sections each, to be selected in legal 
subdivisions, for university pyrposes, under the 
of said Territories, 


respectively. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in any 
case where orphans have been, or may be, left in 
either of the said Territories, whose parents, or 
either of them, if living, would have been entitled 
to a donation under this act, or either of those of 
which it is amendatory, said orphans shall be 
entitled to a quarter section of land on due proof 
being made to the satisfaction of the surveyor 


the Interior. Said land to be set off to them by 
the surveyor general in good agricultural land, 
not reserved, or otherwise appropriated, under 
any law of Congress; and, in case of the death of 
either, or any of said orphans, after their lands 
shall have been designated by the surveyor gen- 
eral, the right or rights of the deceased shall vest 
in the survivor or survivors. f 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all the 
provisions of this act, and the acts of which it is 
amendatory, shall be extended to all the lands in | 
Oregon and Washington Territories; and, for the 
purpose of carrying said acts into effect in said 
‘Territories, the President shall be, and he is here- 
by, authorized to appoint a register and receiver | 
for each of said Territories, whose powers, duties, | 
obligations, and responsibilities, shall be the same 
as are now prescribed by law for other land offi- 
cers and for the surveyor general of Oregon, so 
far as they apply to such officers. They shall 
keep their offices at such place as the President | 
shall, from time to time, direct; and their com- 
pensation shall be twenty-five hundred dollars 


each per annum, and office rent; but they ‘shall 
be entitled to no fees, or other emoluments of any 
kind whatsoever, except the receiver’s actual and 
necessary expenses in depositing; and, on satis- 


other officer, has charged or received fees, or other 


with removed from office. ; 
Sec. 7. And be it surther enacted, That the Ter- 
ritory of Washington shall be erected into a sep- | 
arate surveying district, and the President of the | 
United States is hereby authorized to appoint a 
surveyor general for the same, who shall hold his | 
office at such place as the President may direct, | 
and the location thereof may be changed from 
time to time, if, in the judgment of the President, 


vided, That no sale shall be deemed valid, unless |Í the publie interest should require it, and the pow- | 


erg, duties, obligations, responsibilities, and emol~ 

uments of the:said surveyor general shalt be the 

same as are now prescribed -by jaw for ‘the sar 

veyor general of. Oregon. i ae 
Approven, July 17, 1854. 


Pusiic, XXXVI —2.4n Act making further Appro= 

. priations for continuing the Construction of Roads 
in the Territory of Minnesota, in accordance with 
the estimates made by the. War Department. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repres 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums of money be, 
and they are’hereby, appropriated for continuing 
the construction of roads in the Territory of Min- 
nesota, to wit: 

For the continuation of the road from Point 
Douglas, on the Mississippi river, to the mouth of 
the St. Louis river, of Lake Superior, in Wis- 
consin, twenty thousand dollars. 

For Me continuation of the road from Point 
Douglas to Fort Gaines, now Fort Ripley, ten 
thousand dollars. : 

For the continuation of the road from the mouth 
of Swan river to the Winnebago agency, five thou- 
sand dollars. : 

For the continuation of the road from Waba- 
shaw to Mendota, fifteen thousand dollars. | 

The continuation of the construction of said 
roads to be made under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War, pursuant to contracts to be made 
by him, or under his direction: Provided, That so 
much of any former acts as require the first-men- 
tioned road to terminate at the falls or rapids of 
said St. Louis river, are hereby repealed. f 

Arrrovep, July 17, 1854. 


Pusric, XXXIX .——An Act to refund to the Ter- 
ritory of Utah the Expenses incurred by said Terri- 
tory in suppressing Indian Hostilities. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre~ ` 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the’Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and directed to examine into 
and ascertain the amount of expenses incurred by, 
the said Territory in the suppression of Indian 
hostilities within said Territory during the years 
eighteen hundred and fifty and eighteen hundred, 
and fifty-one; and that the amount of such ex- 
penses, when so ascertained, be paid into the 
Treasury of said Territory: Provided, That the 
sum so paid shall not exceed in amount twenty 
thousand nine hundred and forty dollars and six- 
ty-five cents, which amount is hereby appropri- 
ated out of any money in the Treasury not other-, 
wise appropriated, 

ApproveD, July 17, 1854. 


Pusuic, XL.—An Act to authorize the Secretary of 

War to settle and adjust the Expenses of the Rogue 

River Indian War. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and directed to adjust and 
settle, on just and equitable principles, all claims 
for services rendered in the late war with the Rogue 
River Indians in Oregon—known as the Rogue 
River war—according to the muster-rolls of the 
same; also for subsistence, forage, medical stores, 
and expenditures, as well as for any other neces- 
sary and proper supplies furnished for the prose- 
cution of said war; and that, on such adjustment, 
be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approven, July 17, 1854. 


Pusse, XLI.—An Act to Incorporate the George- 
town Gas-Light Company. 


Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That David English, Robert P. Dodge, 
Richard Cruikshank, William M. Fitzhugh, 
Richard Pettit, William F. Seymour, Adolphus 
H. Pickrell, and William Bucknell, and their pres- 
ent and future associates, are hereby declared to 
be a body-politic and corporate, by the name and 
style of “ The Georgetown Gas-Light Company,” 
and by the same name shall have perpetual suc- 
cession, and shall be able to sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded, in all courts of law and equity 
in the District of Columbia and elsewhere; to make 
and have a conimon geal, and the same to break, 
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personal property. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the stock, 
property, and affairs of the said company shall be 
managed and conducted by and under the direction ! 
of a president and seven directors, being stock- 
holders; that the said directors shall be elected on 
the first Monday of June, in the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, and on the same day in 
each succeeding year thereafter, and shall hold | 
their offices for one year from the day of their | 
election, and until other directors shall be elected | 
in their place; that such election shall be held in 
Georgetown aforesaid, at such time and place as | 
a majority of the directors for the time being shall 
appoint, and notice of such time and place of elec- 
tion shall be given by advertisement in one or 
more newspapers printed and published in the 
said town, at least fourteen days before the day 
of holding such election; and every such election 
shall be by ballot, and by such of the stockholders 
as shall attend for that purpose, either in person 
or by proxy; and each stockholder shall be enti- | 
tled to one vote for each share of the stock which | 
he or she may have beld, and may continue to 
hold in his or hee own name, for at least fourteen | 
days before the time of voting; and the persons | 
having the greatest number of votes shall be the | 
directors; and if it shall ha apen that two or more | 
persons shall have an anual number of votes, the | 
directors in office at the time of such election shall, 
by a plurality of votes, given by ballot, determine 
Which of the persons so having an equal number 
of votes shall be director or directors, so as to 
complete the whole number to be chosen; and the 
directors so chosen shall, as soon as may be there- 
after, proceed to elect by ballot one of their own 
number, or one of the shareholders, to be their 
president; and whenever any vacancy shall happen i 
in the said board of president and directors, the 
same shall be filled up by the remaining directors 
by plundity of votes, until the next annual elec- | 
tion: Provided always, ‘That the president of the 
said company, and at least six of the directors, 
shall be inhabitants of the said town. 

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That David 
English, Robert P. Dodge, Richard Cruikshank, f 
William M. Fitzhugh, Richard Pettit, William F. i 
Seymour, Adolphus H. Pickrell, and William i 
Bucknell shall be the first directors of the said 

| 
t 
| 
į 


! 
f 
| 


company; the first named of whom shall be their | 
president, and shall hold their offices until the first 
Monday in June, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, and until others are chosen in their | 
places. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, Thatin case it | 
shall happen at any time that an election for direc- 
tors shali not take place on the day appointed by 
this act for that purpose, the said corporation shall i 
not for that cause, or for any non-user, be deemed 
to be dissolved, but it shall and may be lawful to 
hold an election for directors on any other day, in 
such manner as shall be provided for by the by- 
laws of the said corporation. 

Sec. 6 And be it further enacted, That it shall 
and inay be lawful for the directors, or a majority | 
of them, to require payment of the subscriptions | 
to the capital stock of the said corporation at such | 
times and in such proportions as they, or a ma- Í 
jority of them, shall deem fit, under the penalty of | 
forteiting any or all previous payment or payments | 
thereon: Provided, Notice of the installment re- | 


quired to be paid shall have been published at least i! 
fourteen days in one or more of the newspapers | 


printed and published in the said town, before the | 
day appointed for the payment thereof. i 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- | 
dent and directors shall have full power and au- 


lighting the city of Georgetown, or the streets 
thereof, and any buildings, manufactories, or | 
houses therein contained and situate; and to lay 
pipes for the purpose of conducting gas in any of | 
the streets, lanes, or alleys of the said city: Pro- 
vided, however, That the said company shall so 
conduct the manufacture of gas as not to injure 
private property, or create a nuisance; and that the | 
said pipes shall be laid, subject to such conditions, 
and in compliance with such regulations, as the 
corporation of Georgetown, aforesaid, may from 
time to time prescribe: And provided further, That 
theright to erect and put up any buildings, works, | 
or apparatus, for the manufacture of gas, shall be 

subject to such terms, conditions, restrictions, and | 
regulations as the said corporation of Georgetown | 
may, from time to time, prescribe or direct. i 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any | 
person or persons shalt wilfully do, or cause to | 
be done, any act or acts whatsoever, whereby the | 
works of the said company, or any pipe, conduit, | 
plug, cock, reservoir, or any engine, machine, or | 
structure, or any matter or thing appertaining to | 
the same shall be stopped, obstructed, impaired, | 
weakened, injured, or destroyed, the person or | 
persons so offending shall forfeit and pay to the | 
said corporation double the amount of the damage | 
sustained by means of such offense or injury, to 
be recovered in the name of said corporation, with | 
cost of suit in any action of debt, or on the case, 
to be brought in any court having cognizance 
thereof. 

Sec. 9. And be it further ‘enacted, That nothing | 
in thigact shall be construed to prevent any person ; 
or persons, nor any incorporated company, here- | 
after to be create! by Congress for that purpose. | 
from engaging in and pursuing the business speci- 
fied in the seventh section of this act; and that it | 
shall be lawful for Congress, at any time hereafter, 
lo alter, amend, orrepeal this act. 

Suc. 10. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to author- | 
ize the said Georgetown Gas-Light Company to | 
make, issue, or put in circulation any bill, draft, f 
check, order, promissory note, change ticket, or | 
anything else promising or agreeing to pay money, 
intended to circulate as money, or the tendency of 
which shall be to circulate as money or currency, 
and the violation of any one of the provisions of 
this section shall be a forfeiture of the charter 
hereby given, and shall subject each of the directors 
voting for the same toa fine of fifty dollars. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That each of 
the stockholders in the Georgetown Gas-Light | 
Company shall be held liablein hisor her individual | 
capacity for all the debts and liabilities of the said | 
company, however contracted or incurred, to be 
recovered by suit, as other debts or liabilities, be- | 
fore the court or tribunal having jurisdiction of the 
case. 

Suc. 12. And beit further enacted, That all right | 
granted to the Washington Gas-Light Company 
by an act entitled ‘An act to amend an act entitled 
‘An act to incorporate the Washington Gas-Light 
Company, approved July eight, eighteen hundred | 
and forty-eight, approved August se cond, eighteen į 
hundred and fifty-two,” to lay gas mains or pipes | 
in the city of Georgetown, be, and the same is 
hereby, repented. 

Avproven, July 20, 1854. i 


Pusuic, XLI[.—4n Act regulating the Time of hold- | 
ing the Sessions of the District and Cirewit Courts i 
of the United States in the Eastern District af Lou- | 


y of November, in 
each year, instead of the third Monday of Decem- 
ber, as heretofore provided by law. 

Approven, July 20, 1854. 


Pousric, XLIN.—An Act making further Appropri- 
ation for the Improvement of the Cape Fear River, 


North Carolina. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the sum of one hundred and forty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated for the year ending thirtieth Tune, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, and to be expended under the superin- 
tendence of the Secretary of War, for the contin- 
uation of the improvement of the Cape Fear river, 
North Carolina, at or near its communication with 
the ocean. 


Approven, July 22, 1854. 


Punic, XLUV.—An Act to establish the Offices of 
Surveyor General of New Mexico, Kansas, and 
Nebraska, to grant Donations to Actual Settlers 
therein, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, shall be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to appoint a surveyor gen- 
eral for New Mexico, whose annual salary shall 
be three thousand dollars, and whose power, au- 
thority, and duties shall be the same as those 
provided by law for the surveyor general of Ore- 
gon; he shall have proper allowances for clerk- 
hire, office rent, and fuel, not exceeding what 
now is or hereafter may be allowed by law to the 
said surveyor general of Oregon; and he shall 
locate his office, from time to time, at such places 
i as may be directed by the President of the United 
States, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That to every 
white male citizen of the United States, or every 
white male above the age of twenty-one years who 
has declared his intention to become a citizen, and 
who was residing in said Territory prior to the 
first day of January, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
three, and who may be still residing there, there 
sball be, and hereby is, donated one quarter sec- 
tion, or one hundred and sixty acres of land. 
And to every white male citizen of the United 
States, or every white male above the age of 
| twenty-one years who has declared his intention 
to become a citizen, and who shall have removed 
or shall remove to and settle in said Territory be- 
tween the firs} day of January, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-three, and the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, there shall in 
like manner be donated one quarter section, or 
one hundred and sixty acres, on condition of 
actual settlement and cultivation for not less than 
four years: Provided, however, That each of said 
donations shall include the actual settlement and 
improvement of the donee, and shall be selected 
by legal subdivisions, within three months after 
the survey of the land where the settlement was 
made before the survey ; and where the settle- 
ment was made after the survey, then within 
three months after the settlement has been made; 
and all persons failing to designate the boundaries 
of their claims within that time, shall forfeit all e 
right to the same. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That, on proof 
of the settlement and cultivation required by this 
act, to the satisfaction of the surveyor general, or 


isiena. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That there shall hereafter be annually 
only three stated sessions of the district court of | 
the United States for the eastern district of Louis- 
tana, which shall be held at New Orleans on the | 
third Mondays of November, February, and May: | 
Provided: That the judge of said court shali be, | 
and he is hereby, authorized to adjourn any stated } 
session to any time or times previous to the next | 
stated session of said district court, whenever he 
may deem it expedient. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the fall 
term of the cireuit court of the United States for i 


the eastern district of Louisiana, shall hereafter | 


other officer designated by law for that purpose, 
subject to the supervision of the Secretary of the 
Interior, a certificate shall be issued to the party 
entitled, on presentation of which, if approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior, a patent shall 
issue thereon: Provided, however, That on the 
death of any such settler before the completion of 
the four years’ occupancy and cultivation required 
by this act, the right shall descend to his heira-at- 
law, who shall be entitled to a certificate and 
patent, as aforesaid, on proof, as before pro- 
vided, of continued occupancy and cultivation by 
such setiler to the time of his death: Provided, 
| however, That when lands are claimed under any 
_ of the provisions of this act by persons who are 
not citizens of the United States, patents shall not 
| issue therefor until they become citizens. 
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See. 4. And be it further enacted, That-none of 
the provisions of this act shali extend to mineral | 
or school lands, salines, military or other reserva- 
tions, or lands settled on and occupied for pur- 
poses of trade and commerce, and not for agri- 
culture, and all legal subdivisions settled on and 
occupied, in whole or.in part, for purposes of 
trade and commerce, and not for agriculture, shall 
be subject to the provisions of the act of twenty- 
third of May, eighteen: hundred and forty-four, 
in relation to town sites on the public lands, 
whether so settled and occupied before or after 
the survey of said lands, except that said lands 
shall be donated instead of being sold. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That when 
the lands in the said Territory shal! be surveyed, 
under the direction of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, preparatory to bringing the same into 
market, sections numbered. sixteen and thirty-six 
in each township, in sajd Territory, shali be, and 
the same are hereby, reserved for the purpose of 
being applied to schools in said Territory, and in 
the States and Territories hereafter to be created 
out of the same. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, when 
the lands in said Territory shall be surveyed as 
aforesaid, a quantity of land equal to two town- 
ships shall be, and the same is hereby, reserved 
for the establishment of a university in said Ter- 
ritory, and in the State hereafter to be created out | 
of the same, tg be selected, under the direction of | 

| 


the Legislaturef'in legal subdivisions of not less 
than one half section. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That any of | 
the lands not taken under the provisions of this | 
act shall be subject to the operation of the pre- | 
emption act of fourth September, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one, whether settled upon before | 
or after the survey; and, in all cases. where the 
settlement was made betore the survey, the settler 
shall file his declaration within three months after į 
the survey is made and returned; and any person 
claiming a donation under this act shall. be per- 
mitted to enter the lund claimed by him at any 
time prior to the four years’ occupancy and culti- 
vation required, by paying therefor at the rate of 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, and 
proving occupancy and cultivation up to the time | 
of such payment. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted; That it shall | 
be the duty of the surveyor general, under such 
instructions as may be given by the Secretary of | 
the Interior, to ascertain the origin, nature, char- | 
acter, and extent of all claims to lands under the 
` Jaws, usages, and customs of Spain and. Mexico; | 
and, for this purpose, may issue notices, summon į 
witnesses, administer oaths, and do and perform | 
all other necessary acts in the premises. He shall į 
make a full report on all such claims as originated 
before the cession of the territory to the United 
States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, of | 
eighteen hundred and forty-eight, denoting the 
various grades of title, with his decision as to the 
validity or invalidity of each of the same under 
the laws, usages, and customs of the country 
before its cession to the United States; and shall 
also make a report in regard to all pueblos exist- 
ing in the Territory, showing the extent and 
locality of each,‘stating the number of inhabitants 
in the said pueblos, respectively, and the nature | 
of their titles to the land. Such report to be made 
according to the form which may be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Interior; whieh *report 
shall be laid before Congress for such action 
thereon as may be deemed just and proper, with 
a view to confirm bona fide grants, and givefull 
effect to the treaty of eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight, between the United States and Mexico; 
and, until the final action of Congress on such 
claims, all lands covered thereby shall be reserved | 
from sale or other disposal by the Government, 
and shall not be subject to the donations granted 
by the previous provisions of this act. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That full power 
and authority are hereby given the Secretary of 
the Interior to issue all needful rules and regula- 
tions for carrying into effect the several provisions 
of this act. i | 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- | 
ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, | 
authorized to appoint, by the advice and consent | 

i 


of the Senate, a surveyor general for the Territo- | 
ries of Nebraska and Kansas, who shall locate | 
his office at such place as the President of the 


United States shall from time to time direct, and 
whose duties, powers, obligations, and respunsi- 
biles, and compensation shall be the same as 
those of the surveyor general of Wisconsin and 
Iowa, and who shall be allowed the same amount 
for office rent, fuel, incidental expenses, and clerk 
hire as is allowed to said surveyor general of Wis- 
consin and lowa. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That said 
surveyor general shali cause the necessary sur- 
veys to be made in said Territories of standard 
meridian, base and parallel lines, and of township 
and subdivisional lines, under such rules and reg- 
ulations as shall be prescribed by the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That all the 
lands to which the indian ttle has been or shall be 
extinguished within said Territories of Nebraska. 
and Kansas, shall be subject to the operations of 
the preémption act of fourth September, eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, and under the conditions, 
restrictions, and stipulations therein mentioned: 
Provided, however, ‘ihat where unsurveyed lands 
are clauned by preémption, notice of tne specific 
tracts claimed shall be filed within three months 
after the survey has been made in the field, ard 
on failure to file such notice, or to pay for the 
tracts claimed before the day fixed for the public 
sale of the lands by the proclamation of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, the parties claiming 
such lands shall forfeit all right thereto: Provided, 
said nouces may be filed withthe surveyor gen- 
eral and to be noted by him on the township plats, 
until other arrangements shall have been made by 
law for that purpose. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
public lands in the Territory of Nebraska, to 
which the Indian title shall have been extinguished, 
shall constitute a new land district, to be called 
the Omaha district; and the public lands in the 
Territory of Kansas, to which the Indian title shall 
have been extinguished, shall constitute a new land 
district, to be called the Pawnee district: the offi- 
ces for each of which districts shall be established 
at such points as the President may deem expe- 
dient; and he is hereby authorized to appoint, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a 
register and receiver of public moneys for each of 


said districts, who shall each be required to reside |! 


at the site of their respective offices, and they shall 
have the same powers, perform the same duties, 
and be entitled to the same compensation as are 
or may be prescribed by law in relation to other 
land offices of the United States. And the Presi- 
dent is hereby authorized to cause the surveyed 
lands to be exposed for sale from time to time, in 
the same manner, and upon the same terms and 
conditions, as the other public lands of the United 
States. 
Approve, July 22, 1854. 


Pusiic, XLV.—An Act for the relief of 
and Orphans of the Officers and Seamen of the United 
States schooner Grampus, who were lost in that 
vessel in March, eighteen hundred and forty-three, 
near the coast of the United States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the same provision as is made 
by the act entitled ‘An act for the relief of the 
widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, and 
marines, of the brig Somers,” approved the four- 
teenth day of August, eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight, and “An act for the relief of the widows 
and relatives of certain officers and seamen of the 


United States brig Washington, who were lost į 


overboard in a hurricane,” approved February the 
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, be also 
extended to the widows and orphans of the offi- 


cers and seamen who were lost in the United į 


States schooner Grampus in the gale of March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-three, near the coast of 
the United States. 

Arproven, July 27, 1854. 


Puszic, XLVI.—An Act creating a Collection Dis- 
trict in New York to be called the Distriet of Dun- 
kirk, and constituting Dunkirk a Port of Entry, 
and the Ports of Barcelona, Silver Creek and Cat- 
taraugus Creek Ports of Delivery. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the counties of Cattaraugus and 


the Widows || 


Chautauque;-and-the harbors,:rzivers, and. water 
on the southern shore of Lake Erie, in the State 
of. New. York, west. of and including Cattaraugus 
Creek; and the shores on each ‘side of said-creek, 
and west along the shore and :territory bordering 
on Lake Erie aforesaid, to the Pennsylvania State 
line, and the islands in the Said‘ lake. contiguous 
thereto, heretofore embraced in the district of Buf- 
faio.Creek, shall þe, and are hereby, constituted a 
collection district, to be called the district of Dun- 
kirk; and a port of entry for said district is here- 
by established at Dunkirk, and the ports of Bar- 
celona, Silver Creek, and Cattaraugus Creek shall 
be ports of delivery. ‘ EO a 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
| shali be appointed, in the manner prescribed by 

law, a collector of customs for the aforesaid dis- 

trict who shall thereafter, and during his continu- 
ance in office, reside at the port of entry created 
| by this act, together with such other subordinate 
officers of the customs.as are provided for by law, 
and the compensation of said collector shall be 
such sum as shall be designated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury in the classification of the compen- 
sation of collectors of customs, not to exceed one 
thousand dollars per annum: Provided, That in 
case no classification of the compensation of. còl- 
lectors of customs shall be made, therf the compen- 
sation of the collector for the port of entry estab- 
| lished by this act shall be five hundred dollars per 
| annum, together with such fees and emoluments as. 
are authorized by existing laws. DSE oe 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That deputy 
collectors of customs for the several ports of de- 
livery constituted by this act shall be appointed 
and compensated for their services in the mode 
prescribed by existing laws; and said officers shall 
exercise all the powers and duties vested in deputy 
collectors of customs under existing laws. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


Pusuic, XLVIU.—An Act making Appropriations 
to. defray the. Bupenses of the Cayuse war. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre: 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there be, and hereby is, appro- 
priated, out of any moneys in the Treasury. not 
otherwise appropriated, the further sum of seventy- 
five thousand dollars to pay the actual and neces- 
sary expenses incurred by the provisional gov- 
ernment of Oregon in defending the people of the 
said Territory from the attacks and hostilities of 
the Cayuse Indians, in the years eighteen hundred 
and forty-seven and eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight, and for such allowances for the expenses of 
adjusting the claims on thataccountas the Secretary 
of the Treasury may deem proper, not exceeding 
five dollars per day to each commissioner; and that 
the Secretary of the Treasury pay out of said åp- 
propriation so much thereof, as may be necessary 
| to liquidate said claims according to the reports of 
the commissioners heretofore appointed for ascer- 
| taining said amounts and of the Governor of said 
| Territory, that have been communicated to Con- 
‘gress. And no claims shall hereafter be allowed 
|| on account of this war which are not presented at 
the Tr€asury Department of the United States 
|, within the next fiscal year. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all of 
said claims and accounts not heretofore adjusted, 
shall be settled and adjusted at such place and in 
such manner as the Secretary of the Treasury 
| may prescribe. And the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury is hereby empowered to reéxamine any award 
i, that has been or may be made of said claims, and 
to reduce the amount, if, in his judgment, founded 
on proof, it should be too much, 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


Pusric, XLVUI.—An Act to increase the Salaries 
i of Executive and Judiciary Officers in. Oregon, New 
i Mexico, Washington, Utah, and Minnesota. 

| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
| 


| 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 


seniatives of the United States of America in Congress 
i assembled, That the annual salaries of the chief 
i! justices-and associate judges of the Territories of 
; Oregon, Washington, Utah, and New Mexico, 
| be, and the same are hereby, increased to the sum 
| of two thousand five hundred dollars each; and 
i that the salary of the Governor of New Mexico 
|! be, and the same is hereby, increased to the sum 
i of three thousand. dollars; and thatof the secre- 
| taries of Oregon, Washington, Utah, and New 


annum. 
Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That the annual 
salaries of the chief justice and associate judges of 
the Territory of Minnesota be increased to two | 
thousand dollars. 
Aprroven, July 27, 1854. 


Pusiic, XLIX.—An Act making Apprépriations for | 
the payment of Invalid and other Pensions of the ; 
United States for the year ending the thirtieth of | 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money | 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for | 
the payment of pensions for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five: 

Por invalid pensions, under various acts, three 
hundred and twelve thousand five hundred dol- 
lars, 

For pensions to widows and orphans, under 
acts of the fourth of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six, and twenty-first of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, nine- 
ty-six thousand dollars. 

For pensions to widows, under acts of the! 


seventh of July, one thousand eight hundred and | 
thirty-eight, third of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-three, and seventeenth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, ten 
thousand dollars. 

For pensions to widows, under acts of the sec- 
ond of February, one thousand eight hundred and | 
forty-eight, and twenty-ninth of July, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-eight, fifty-six thou- 
sand dollara. 

For pensions and half pay to widows and or- 
phans, under act of the third of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, three hun- | 


dred and seventy-six thousand*two hundred dol- | 
lars, 


Avvroven, July 27, 1854. 


Purne, L.—An Act making provision for the Postal | 
Service in the State of California and in the Terri- | 
tories of Oregon and Washington. | 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress ; 
assembled, That the Postmaster General be, and | 
he is hereby, authorized to empower the special | 
agents of the Post Office Department in the State 
of California, and in the Territories of Oregan | 
and Washington, to appoint letter-carriers for the 
delivery of letters from any post office in the said | 
State or Territories, and to allow any letter-carrier | 
go appointed to demand and receive a sum for all 
getters, newspapers, or other mailable matter, not 
more than may be recommended by the postmas- |! 
ter for whose office such letter-carrier may ve | 
appointed: Provided, That not more than twenty- || 
five cents shall be charged for any letter, news- 
paper, or ounce of other mailable matter. All 
such appointments may be determined, and rates 
of compensation modified within the limits afore- 
said, whenever the same is found expedient inthe | 
opinion of the appointing agent: And it is further | 
provided, ‘That all such appointments and con- 
tracts shall be subject to the approval of the Post- 
master General; and upon notice to any carrier of 
his rejection by the Postmaster General, his ap- 
pointment and contract shali be determined; and 5) 
that all letter-earriers appointed in pursuance of | 
this act shall be subject to the provisions of the l 
forty-first section of the act entitled <* An act to | 


‘ing them in their possessions, 


to said letter-carrier routes. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
master General be, and he is hereby, authorized j 
to cause the dead letters which may accumulate 
in the post offices in said State and Territories 
after the thirtieth day of June, in the year one | 
4 thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, to be re- 


turned in periods not less than quarter-yearly to 
the post office at San Francisco, to be there opened 
and examined under the direction of the postmaster 


| of that office, who shall, according to such regula- 


tions as the Postmaster General may prescribe, 
return to the Post Office Department such of said 
letters as shall be found to contain money, valuable 
papers, or matters of consequence, to be disposed 
of according to law, and destroy such letters as 
shall be found to contain nothing of value: Provi- 
ded, however, That no dead letters shall be opened 
which thetpostal arrangements of the United States 
with foreign countries require to be returned un- 


‘| opened to such countries respectively. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
master General may allow to the postmasters in 
said State and Territories, from the first day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, 
such sums out of the postages collected at their 


i| respective offices as will, in addition to the com- 


missions, allowances, and emoluments, be sufi- 
cient to defray the actual and necessary expenses 
of their offices. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
master General be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed, in the settlement of the accounts 


i| of postmasters in the State of California and Ter- 


rilory of Oregon, serving as such previous to the 
thirtieth of June, Anno Dominieighteen hundred 
and fifty-three, to allow to such postmasters all 


just and reasonable expenses incurred by them in 


and about the business of their respective offices, 
and the discharge of their official duties: Provided, 
‘That no allowance shall be made whereby the 
United States shall be charged with any indebted- 
ness whatsoever. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


Pusuic, LI.—An Act to Ascertain and Adjust the 
Titles to certain Lands in the State of Indiana. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the register and receiver of the 


land office at Vincennes, together with a fit and į 


proper person learned in the law, and a citizen of 
Indiana, to be appoiated by the President of the 


United States, are hereby constituted commis- | 


sioners to ascertain and adjust the title of any 
claimant to any tract of land, or any part or sub- 
division thereof, granted by the resolve of Con- 
gress of thetwenty-ninth of August, seventeen hun- 


dred and eighty-eight, and the act of the third of | 
March, seventeen hundred and ninety-one, entitled | 


“ An act for granting lands to the inhabitants and 
settlers at Vincennes, and the Illinois country in 
territory northwest of the Ohio, and for confirm- 
” and the several 
acts in aid of, and supplementary thereto. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every | 


such claimant to any tract of land so granted, or 
any part or subdivision thereof, shall, within six 


change the organization of the Post Office Depart- || months after the publication of the notice herein- 
ment, and te provide more effectually for the set- | after provided for, file his claim in writing, with 
tlement of the accounts thereof,” approved July || the said register, in which he shall specifically set 
second, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, except | forth such facts as shall be required in the instruc- 
as herein otherwise provided: Provided, That no || tions of the Commissioner of the General Land 
letter or letters or other mailable {matter} shall be | Office. 


delivered by any postmaster to said carriers, un- i Sree. 3. And be it further enacted, That such 


less requested in writing by the person or persons f register, upon the receipt of such instructions, | 
ii Shall give notice, by publication in some news- | 


to whom said letters or other mauable matter may 
be directed. '| paper of general circulation in the vicinity of the 

Src.2. And be it further enacted, That each and |; said lands, of his readiness to receive applications 
¿every letter-carrier route which may be estab- |; of claimants, to which notice shall be attached the 
dished under the provisions of this act, shall be 
deemed a post route during its continuance; and the |! 
provisions contained in the ninth, tenth, eleventh, | 


awelfih, ang Sfteenth sections of an act entitled i| time allowed for filing such claims, and shall hold 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
H 
| 
| 
| 
| 
H 


their sessions in the town of Vincennes. They 
shall have power to compel the attendance of 
witnesses, administer all necessary oaths, and to 


hear and decide in a summary manner all matters ° 


respecting such claims. Minutes of the proceed- 


| ings, decisions, meetings, and adjournments of the 


said board, shall be regularly entered by the regis- 
ter in a book kept for that purpose, together with 
the evidence adduced in each particular case, upon 
which their decisions have been made. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
claimant to any tract of land so granted, or any 
part or subdivision thereof, who can produce to 
such commissioners a regular chain of title from 
the original confirmee to himself, or who can 
show to their satisfaction a continuous and con- 
nected possession in himself, and those under 
whom he claims, fora period of twenty years or 
more, next preceding the filing of his claim, or can 
show such a claim or title,as would, in the courts 
of Indiana, bar an action of ejectment, such claim- 
ant shall be confirmed in his title. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That said coms 
missioners shall, on or before the first day of 
September, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, trans- 
mit to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office a transcript of their decisions in favor of 
claimants, which shall contain a fair statement of 
the evidence on which each respective claim is 
founded; and also a transcript of their decisions 


| against claimants, with a like stagement of the 
| evidence and the reason of such r€jection, 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, upon the 


| receipt of such transcript, shall issue a patent to 


each claimant so confirmed in his title by the said 
commissioners; and where any such claims have 


| been rejected, the said Commissioner, upon appli- 


cation of the proper person, shall have power to 
revise such decision of the said board, and may, 
if in his opinion the evidence warrants it, reverse 
such decision, and issue a patent therefor to such 
claimant: Provided, That this right to revise shall 
not extend to those claims rejected, where the 
same lands have been confirmed by the said board 
to some other claimant: And provided further, That 
the patents so issued shall only be a relinquish- 
ment of the title of the United States, and shall 
not be construed into an abridgment of the rights 
of third persons. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
missioner appointed by the President, shall receive 
a compensation of eight dollars per day, for each 
and every day he may be engaged in the discharge 


of the duties imposed by this act, and the register ' 


and receiver shall receive such compensation for 
their services as may be just and proper, in the 
discretion of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to prescribe such rules and regulations 
as may be necessary to give full effect to the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


Posric, LH .—An Act to Incorporate the Proprietors 
of the Glenwood Cemetery. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
seniatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Charles B. Calvert, George Parker, 
William B. Todd, James C. McGuire, William 


| A. Bradley, Charles S. Wallach, Abner Miller, 


William Banks, Joseph B. Close, William Phelps, 
William S. Humphreys, Randolph S. Evans, and 
their successors, be, and they are hereby, created 
a body-politic and corporate, 
title of the proprietors of the ‘* Glenwood Ceme- 
tery, in the District of Columbia,” and by that 
name shall have perpetual succession, and shall 
be able and liable to sue and be sued in any court 
of law or equity, may have and use a common 
seal, and shall have power to purchase and hold 
not exceeding one hundred acres of land in the 
District of Columbia, north of the limits of the 
City of Washington, to sell and dispose of such 
parts of said land as may not be wanted for the 
purpose of a cemetery: Provided, That at least 
thirty contiguous acres shall be forever appropri- 
ated and set apart as a cemetery, with authority 
to said corporation to receive gifts and bequests 


by the name and 
ĞI 


ij for the purpose of ornamenting and improving 


said cemetery, and to hold such personal property 
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as may be requisite to carry out the object of this 
act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enqcted, That the affairs | 
of the said corporation shall be conducted by a Í 
president and three managers, who shall be elected 
afinually, by a majority of the votes of the. pro- 
prietors; the said president and managers to fill 
all vacancies in their own body, and shall have 
power to lay out and ornament the grounds, re- 
move and alter old buildings and erect new ones, | 
to lay out and sell or dispose of burial lots, to 
appoint all necessary officers and agents, and fix 
their several duties and compensation, and to | 
make such by laws, rules, and regulations as they 
may deem proper for conducting the affairs of the 
corporation, for the government of lot-holders, 
and visitors to the cemetery, and for the transfer 
of stock andthe evidence thereof. In all elections 
held under this act, each proprietor shall be enti- 
tled to one vote for each share held by him or her. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the cap- 
ital stock of said company shall be represented by 
two thousand shares of fifty dollars each, divided 
among the proprietors according to their respect- 
ive interests, and transferable in such manner as 
the by-laws may direct. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no streets, | 
lanes, alleys, roads, or canals, of any sort, shall 
be opened through the property of said corpora- | 
tion, exclusively used and appropriated to the 

urposes of a cemetery: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall authorize said corporation 
to obstruct any public road, or street, or lane, or 
alley, now actually opened and used as such. 

Src. 5. And beit further enacted, That any per- 
son who shall willfully destroy, mutilate, deface, 
injure, or remove any tomb, monument, grave- 
stone, or other structure placed in said cemetery, 
or any fence, railing, or work for protection or | 
ornament of said cemetery, or any tomb, monu- | 
ment, gravestone, or other structure thereon, or | 
shall wilfully destroy, cut, break, or remove any 
tree, shrub, or plant within the limits of said 
cemetery, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction thereof before any | 
justice of the peace of the county of Washington, | 
shall be punished by fine, at the discretion of the | 
justice, according to the aggravation of the of- | 
fense, of not less than five, nor more than fifty 
dollars. ? 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That until an | 
election shall be held under the provisions of this 
act, the four last named persons in section first 
shall be the managers of said corporation. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That burial 
lots in said cemetery shall not be subject to the 
debts of the stockholders thereof, and the land of | 
the company dedicated to the purposes of a ceme- 
tery shall not be subject to taxation of any kind. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the said | 
corporation shall provide for the return, from time 
to time, to the corporation of Washington, reports 
of all interments made in said cemetery of persons 
.who may have died within the limits of the Said | 
corporation of Washington, in such manner and 
according to such forms.as may be prescribed, 
from time to time, by the corporation of Wash- 
ingten. 

Sec.9 And be it further enacted, That a certifi- 
cate, under seal of the corporation, of the owner- 
ship of any lot aforesaid, shall in all respects have 
the same effect as any conveyance from said cor- 
poration of said lots would have, if executed, | 
acknowledged, and recorded as conveyances of 
real estate are required to be. ; 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act shall be so construed as to authorize | 
the said corporation to issue any nate, token, de- : 
vice, scrip, or other evidence of debt, to be used 
ag currency. í 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That this act ! 
shall take effect from the passage thereof. H 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That it may i 
be lawful for Congress hereafter to alter, modify, | 
or repeal the foregoing act. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That each of | 
the stockholders in the said company shall be held i 
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liable in his or her individual capacity for all the 
debts and liabilities of the said company; however 
contracted or incurred, to-be recovered by suit as 
other debts or liabilities before the court or tribunal 
having jurisdiction of the case. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


Pustic, LHE.—An Act supplementary to an act 
entitled “An act to authorize Notaries Public to 
take and certify Oaths, Affirmations, and Acknowl- 
edgments in certain cases.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all the powers and authority con- 
ferred in and by the above-recited act, approved 
September sixteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty, 
upon notaries public in the Statesand Territories, 
be, and the same are hereby, vested in notaries 
public within the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That notaries 
public be, and they are hereby, authorized to take 
depositions and do such other acts in relation to 
evidence to be used in the courts of the United 
States, in the same manner and with the same 
effect, as commissioners to take acknowledgments 
of bail and affidavits may now lawfully take or do. 

Approves, July 29, 1854. 


Posuic, LIV.—An Act making Appropriations for 
the Current and Contingent Expenses of the Indian 
Department, and for fulfilling Treaty Stipulations 
with various Indian Tribes for the year ending 
June thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and 

*thirty five, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and they 
are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the pur- 
pose of paying the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian Department, and fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with the various Indian tribes. 

For the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian Department, viz: 

For the pay of superintendents of Indian af- 
fairs, per acts of fifth June, eighteen hundred and 
fifty, twenty-seventh February, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-one, and third March, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two, twelve thousand five hundred dol- 
lars: Provided, That the President may, from time 
*to time, in his discretion, remove or change the 


hereafter to be established by law. 
@ For the pay of the several Indian agents, per 
acts of fifth June, eighteen hundred and fifty, and 
twenty-seventh February, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-one, thirty-four thousand seven hundred and 
fifty dollars.- 
or pay of three Indian sub-agents for Cali- 

fornia, at an annual salary of fifteen hundred dol- 
lars each, four thousand five hundred dollars. 

For pay of four Indian sub-agents in Oregon 
Territory, at an annual salary of one thousand 
-dollars each, four thousand dollars. 

For pay of two Indian sub-agents in Washing- 


dollars each, two thousand dollars. 

For pay of three Indian agents in Washington 
Territory, for six months, ending June thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, two thousand two 
i hundred and fifty dollars. 

For pay of two Indian sub-agents in Washing- 


j| ton Territory, for six months, ending June thir- | 


| tieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, one thou- 
| sand dollars. 

For salaries of six agents, authorized by this 
act, at the rate of fifteen hundred dollars per an- 


i| num each, the sum of nine thousand dollars. 


For the pay of interpreters, per acts of the thir- 


twenty-seventh February, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-one, twenty-eight thousand dollars. 
For pay of six interpreters for the Indian tribes 
in Washington Territory, three thousand dollars. 
For pay of six interpreters for the Indian tribes 
in Washington Territory, for six months, ending 


location of any of the superintendencies now or || ` c t 2 $ n 
{| stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of the 


ton Territory, at an annual salary of one thousand | 


June thirtieth, eighteen hundred: 


tieth June, eighteen hundred and thirty-four, and || dollars. 


and fifty-foury 

one thousand five hundred dollars. me Le 
For the pay of clerk to superintendent: at St. 
Louis, Missouri, per act of twenty-seventh Junes, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. wee cone 
For the pay of clerk.to superintendent in .Cali- 
fornia, per act of third March, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two, two thousand five hundred. dollars. 

For presents to Indians, five thousand dollars. 

„For provisions for Indians, eleven thousand 

eight hundred dollars. 
For buildings at agenci 
ten thousand dollars, r 
For erecting buildings. for Indian agents in 


es and repairs thereof, 


| Washington Territory, five thousand dollars. 


For contingencies of the Indian department, 
thirty-six thousand five hundred dollars. > 
For the reappropriation for expenses of the re- 
moval of the Catawba Indians to the west of the, 
Mississippi river, and of settling and, subsisting 
them one year in their new homes, provided: that - 
a home shall first be obtained for,them, and. that 
they shall be removed only with their own con- 
sent, five thousand dollars. . 
To the Christian Indians. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the acts” 
of May twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and twen- s 
ty-four, and May twentieth, eighteen hundred and: 
twenty-six, four hundred dollars. : 

To the Chippewas of Saganaw. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of third of August, seventeen 
hundred and ninety-five, one thousand dollars, 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of seventeenth November, 
pighteen hundred and seven, eight hundred dols 
ars. ~ 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of twenty-fourth of Septera-. 
ber, eighteen hundred and nineteen, one thousand 
dollars. : 

For permanent provisions for the support of: 
blacksmiths, and for farming utensils and cattle, 
and for the employment of persons to aid them 
in agriculture, stipulated in the eighth article of 
the treaty of the twenty-fourth of September, 
eighteen hundred and nineteen, and the seventh 
article of the treaty of fourteenth of January, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, two thousand 
dollars. . , : a 

For education during the pleasure of Congress, . 


fifth of August, eighteen hundfed and twenty-six, 

one thousand dollars. ; ew 

Chippewas, Menomonees, Winnebagoes, and New 
York Indians. 

For education during the pleasure of Congress, 
stipulated in the fifth article of the treaty of the 
eleventh of August, eighteen hundred and: twenty~ 
seven, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

Choctaws. ; 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of sixteenth of November, 
eighteen hundred and five, three thousand dollars. 

For permanent annuity, for support of light- 
horsemen, stipulated in the thirteenth article of the 
treaty of the eighteenth of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty, six hundred dollars. ; 

For permanent provision for education, stipu- 
lated in the second article of the treaty of twentieth 
of January, eighteen hundred and twenty-five, 
six thousand dollars. 

For permanent provision for blacksmith, stipu 
lated in the sixth article of the treaty of eighteenth 
of October, eighteen hundred and twenty, and the. 
ninth article of the treaty of twentieth of January,’ 
eighteen hundred and twenty-five, six hundred: 

For permanent provision for iron and steel’ for- 
shop, stipulated in the ninth article of the treaty.of 
twentieth January, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
five, three hundred and twenty dollars.. : 


Chickasaws. 


For payment to the Chickasaw nation in full of 


TH 
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the expenses of their commissioners in negotiating || 
the treaty of June twenty-second, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-two, as stipulated in the ninth arti- 
cle of said treaty, one thousand five hundred dol- | 
lars. i 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in the act of | 
the twenty-fifth of February, seventeen hundred 
and ninety-nine, three thousand dollars. 
Chippewas of Lake Superior and the Mississippi. 
For eighteenth of twenty installments in money, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of the : 
twenty-ninth of July, eighteen hundred and thirty- | 


seven, nine thousand five hundred dollars. ! 

For eighteenth of twenty installments in goods, į 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of the | 
twenty-ninth of July, eighteen hundred and thirty- | 
seven, nineteen thousand dollars. 


i 
| 
i 
For eighteenth of twenty installments for the | 
establishment of three smiths’ shops, supporting | 
three smiths, and furnishing iron and steel, stipu- | 
lated in the second article of the treaty of the; 
twenty-ninth of July, eighteen hundred and thirty- | 
if 

| 

i 


seven, three thousand dollars. | 

For eighteenth of twenty installments for the 
support of farmers, purchase of implements, grain | 
and seed, and to carry on their agricultural pur- | 
suits, stipulated in the second article of the treaty 
of the twenty-ninth of July, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-seven, one thousand dollars, 

For eighteenth of twenty insiallments for the 
purchase of provisions, stipulated in the second ‘| 
article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth July, | 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, two thousand i! 
dollars, 

For eighteenth of twenty installments for the | 
purchase of tobacco, stipulated in the secand arti- 
cle of the treaty of the twenty-ninth July, eighteen ; 
hundred and thirty-seven, five hundred dollars. 

For thirteenth of twenty-five installments in 
money, stipulated inthe fourth article of the treaty | 
of the fourth of October, eighteen hundred and ; 
forty-two, twelve thousand five hundred dollars. | 

For thirteenth of twenty-five installments in | 
goods, stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty | 
of the fourth of October, eighteen hundred and | 
forty-two, ten thousand five hundred dollars. 

For thirteenth of twenty-five installments for the | 
support of two smiths’ shops, including the pay | 
of two smiths and assistants, and furnishing iron | 
and steel, stipulated in the fourth article of the | 
treaty of the fourth of October, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, two thousand dollars. 

For thirteenth of twenty-five installments for the 
pay of two farmers, stipulated in the fourth arti- | 
cle of the treaty of the fourth of October, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, one thousand dollars. 

For thirteenth of twenty-five installments for 
the pay of two carpenters, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the fourth of October, 
eighteen hundred and forty two, one thousahd two 
hundred dollars. 

For thirteenth of twenty-five installments for the 
support of schools, stipulated in the fourth article | 
of the treaty of the fourth of October, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, two thousand dollars. 

For thirteenth of twenty-five installments for the | 
purchase of provisions and tobacco, stipulated in | 
the fourth article of the treaty of the fourth of Oc- | 
tober, eighteen hundred and forty-two, two thou- | 

} 
i 
t 


sand dollars. 
Camanches, Kiowas, and Apaches, of the Arkansas 


River, 

For first of ten installments for the purchase of 
goods, provisions, and agricultural implements, : 
stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of the | 
twenty-seventh of July, eighteen hundred and || 
fifty-three, eighteen thousand dollars. i 

For expenses of the transportation of the first i 
of ten installments of goods, provisions, and agri- | 
cultural implements, stipulated in the sixth arti- į 
cle of the treaty of the twenty-seventh of July, | 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, five thousand i 
dollars: Provided, That the goods, provisions, and | 
agricultural implements which may be purchased | 
and transported out of moneys hereby appropri- 
ated, shall not be delivered until the said tribes of | 


ninety-five cents. 


For the first of eight equal installments for paf- |i 


ment of five chiefs, per third and sixth articles of 


|| the treaty of the sixth of May, eighteen hundred | 


and fifty-four, one thousand two hundred and 
fifty dollars, ; 

For the first of two installments per fourth arti- 
cle of the treaty of the sixth of May, eighteen 


hundred and fifty-four, seventy-four thousand | 


dollars. 


For the purchase of four sections of land ‘for j 
ii the Christian Indians, per thirteenth article of the 


treaty of the sixth of May, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, six thousand four hundred dollars. 


For payment, under the direction of the Presi- | 


dent of the United States, the sum of one thou- 


i| sand six hundred dollars: Provided, That the said 


Christian Indians shall release the United States 
from all claims or demands for land or money 
arising under the third and fourth articles. of the 


agreement of the eighth of November, eighteen |! 


hundred and twenty-three, made with said In- 
dians, the payments of six thousand four hun- 
dred dollars and one thousand six hundred dol- 


lars, as above provided, being in lieu thereof, and 
ji 


in full consideration of the same. 
Iowas. 

For the expenses of surveying, as provided in 
the third article of the treaty of the seventeenth of 
May, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, one thou- 
sand nine hundred and eighty-seven dollars and 
twenty cents. - 

For the payment of a portion of the one hun 
dred and fifty-seven thousand five hundred dollars 


due the lowas, under the second clause. of the i 


second article of the treaty of the nineteenth of 


October, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, to be i! 


applied as an agricultural fund, per ninth article 
of the treaty of the seventeenth of May, eighteen 


hundred and fifty-four, fifty thousand dollars» |: 
Provided, That the appropriation herein made | 


t for interest on one hundred and fifty-seven thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, at five per centar, stip- 
ulated in the second article of the treaty of the 
nineteenth of October, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight,” be reduced to the sum of five thousand 
three hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For the payment in consideration of removal to 
their reservation, and of a release of all claims per 
twelfth article of the treaty of the seventeenth of 
May, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, five thou- 
sand dollars, 

Kickapoos. 

For the expenses of selecting the reservation 
provided in the first article of the treaty of the 
eighteenth of May, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, and for.-surveying and marking the exterior 
lines of the same, one thousand dollars. 

For the first installments of interest at five per 
centum on one hundred thousand dollars for edu- 
cation, per second article of the treaty of the eigh- 
teenth of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
five thousand dollars. 

For the payment of this sum as the first install- 
ment in money, per second article of the treaty 
of the eighteenth of May, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For the payment for improvements and the 
expenses of appraising the same on the land ceded, 
per fourth article of the treaty of the eighteenth of 
May, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, fifteen thou- 
sand dollars. 

For removal and subsistence, and in considera- 
tion of a release of all claims, per eighth article of 
the treaty of the eighteenth of May, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four, twenty thousand dollars. 

Sacs and Foxes of Missouri. 

For expenses of selecting the reservatfon pro- 
vided for in the first article of the treaty of the 
eighteenth of May, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, and for surveying and marking the exterior 
lines of the same, five hundred dollars. 

For the first of four installments, per second 
article of the treaty of the eighteenth of May, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, fifteen thousand 


Indians shall have assented to the amendments of | 
the Senate of the United States to the said treaty, 
on account of which they are procured, 


Delawares, 
For the expenses of surveying the lands, as pro- 
vided in the second article of the treaty of the sixth į 
of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, eleven | 


| 
| 
I 
j 
| 


i 


| treaty of the eighteenth of May, eighteen hun- 


dollars. 


For removal and subsistence and in satisfaction | 


of all claims and demands, per sixth article of the 


dred and fifty-four, five thousand dollars. 
For defraying the expenses of the Creek dele- 
gation now in the City of Washington, and with 


| 

il Creeks. 

l For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
| article ofthe treaty of the seventh of August, seven- 
' teen hundred and ninety, one thousand five hun- 
| dred dollars. 

l| For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
| article of the treaty of the sixteenth of June, eigh- 
: teen hundred and two, three thousand dollars. 


|| For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
ii article of the treaty of the twenty-fourth of Janu- 
| ary, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, twenty 
it thousand dollars. 
i, For permanent provision for blacksmith and 
i assistant, stipulated in the eighth article of the 
ii treaty of the twenty-fourth of January, eighteen 
| hundred and twenty-six, eight hundred and forty 
|, dollars. 
| For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
|; shops, stipulated in the eighth article of the treaty 
| of the twenty-fourth of January, eighteen hun- 
fi dred and twenty-six, two hundred and seventy 
dollars. F 
| For eighteenth of twenty ins tallments for the 
i: pay of two blacksmiths and assistants, stipulated 
in the thirteenth article of the treaty of the twenty- 
i fourth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
ii two, one thousand six hundred and eighty dol- 
i: Jars, 
li For eighteenth of twenty installments for iron 
|| and steel for shops, stipulated in the thirteenth 
| article of the treaty of the twenty-fourth of March, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, five hundred 
and forty dollars, : 

For permanent provision for the pay of a 
: wheelwright, stipulated in the eighth article of 
j. the treaty of the twenty-fourth of January, eigh- 
; teen hundred and twenty-six, six hundred dollars. 

For twenty-fourth of thirty-three installments 
for education, stipulated in the thirteenth article 
‘of the treaty of the twenty-fourth of March, one 
i; thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and fourth 
l article of the treaty of the fourth of January, 
i: eighteen hundred and forty-five, three thousand 
i dollars. 
i| For interest on three hundred and fifty thousand 
‘dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in the third 
ii article of the treaty of the twenty-third of Novem- 
i| ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, seventeen 
|i thousand five hundred dollars. 
: _ For eleventh of twenty installments for educa- 
|, tion, stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty 
, of the fourth of January, eighteen hundred and 
|; torty-five, three thousand dollars. 

For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
| ure of the President, stipulated in the fifth article 
l; of the treaty of the fourteenth of February, 
|; eighteen hundred and thirty-three, eight hundred 
, and forty dollars. 


+ For iron and steel for shop, during the pleasure 


f of the President, stipulated in the fifth article of 
|! the treaty of the fourteenth of February, eighteen 
|! hundred and. thirty-three, two hundred and sev- 
‘| enty dollars. 

| For wagon-maker, during the pleasure of the 
| President, stipulated in the fifth article of the 
l! treaty of the fourteenth of February, eighteen 
ii hundred and thirty-three, six hundred dollars. 

| For agricultural implements, during the pleas- 
| ure of the Presidept, stipulated in the eighth ar- 
| ticle of the treaty of the twenty-fourth of Jan- 
| uary, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, two thou- 
; sand dollars, 

For education, during the pleasure of the Pres- 
i ident, stipulated in the fifth article of the treaty of 
; the fourteenth of February, eighteen hundred and 
| thirty-three, one thousand dollars, 

For the expenses of running and marking the 
| eastern boundary line of the-Creek country west 
: of the Arkansas, eight thousand dollars. 


Delawares. 


| For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
: article of the treaty of the third of August, seven- 
jeen hundred and ninety-five, one thousand dol- 
‘lars, 
: For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
| article of the treaty of the thirtieth of September, 
| eighteen hundred and nine, five hundred dollars. 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fifth 
article of the treaty of the third of October, eigh- 
i teen hundred and eighteen, four thousand dollars. 


{ 
{ 


1854, 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL’ GLOBE: 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the sup- 
piera enta treaty of the twenty-fourth of Septem- 
ver, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, one thou- 
gan:l dollars. 


For lite annuity to chiefs, stipulated in the private i 


article of supplemental treaty of the twenty-fourth 
of September, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, 
to the treaty of the third’ of October, eighteen 
hundred and eighteen, two hundred dollars. 

For life annuity to chief, stipulated in the sup- 
} lemental article to the treaty of the twenty-sixth 
of October, eighteen hundred and thirty-two, one 
hundred dollars. 

For permanent provision for blacksmith and 
assistant, stipulated in the sixth article of the | 
treaty of the third of October, eighteen hundred | 
and eighteen, seven hundred and twenty dollars. | 

For permanent provision for iron and steel for | 

} 
j 
| 


shop, stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty 
of the third of October, eighteen hundred and i 
eighteen, two hundred and twenty dollars. 

For interest on forty-six thousand and eighty |! 
dollars, at five per centum, being the value of 
thirty-six sections of land set apart by treaty of 
eighteen hundred.and twenty-nine, for education, 
stipulated in resolution of the Senste of the nine- 
teenth of January, eighteen hundred and thirty- | 
eight, two thousand three hundred and four dol- 
ars. 


Florida Indians, or Seminoles. 


For eleventh of fifteen instalments in goods, 
stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of the 
fourth of January, eighteen hundred and forty- 
five, two thousand dollars. 

For eleventh of fifteen installments in money, 
stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of the 
fourth of January, eighteen bundred and forty- | 
five, and fourth article of the treaty of the ninth 
of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- | 
two, three thousand dollars. 

Towas. 

For interest on one hundred and fifty-seven 
thousand five hundred dollars, at five per centum, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of the 
nineteenth of October, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, seven thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
five dollars. 


Kansas, 

For interest on two hundred thousand dollars at 
five per centum, stipulated in the second article of 
the treaty of the fourteenth of January, eighteen 
hundred and forty-six, ten thousand dollars. 

Miamies. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-third of October, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-six, twenty-five 
thousand dollars, ; 

For permanent provision for blacksmith and 
assistant, stipulated in the fifth article of the treaty 
of the sixth of October, eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, seven hundred and twenty dollars. 

For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shop, stipulated in the fifth article of the treaty of | 
the sixth of October, eighteen hundred and eigh- 
teen, two hundred and twenty dollars. 

For permanent provision for pay of miller in 
liev of gunsmith, stipulated in the fifth article of 
the treaty of the sixth of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighteen, and the fifth article of the treaty 
of the twenty-fourth of October, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-four, six hundred dollars, 

For fourteenth of twenty installments in money, 
“stipulated in the second article of the treaty of the 
twenty-eighth of November, eighteen hundred and 
forty, twelve thousand five hundred dollars. 

For permanent provision for payment in lieu of 
laborers, stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty 
of the twenty-eighth of November, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty, two hundred and fifty dollars. | 

For permanent provision for agricultural assist- 
ance, stipulated in the fifth article of the treaty of 
the sixth of October, eighteen hundred and eigh- 
teen, two hundred dollars. 


Eel Rivers, (Miamies.) 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the third of August, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five, five hundred dollars. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the twenty-first of August, 
eighteen hundred and five, two hundved and fifty 
dollars. | 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third | 


rene 


| eighteen hundred and thirty-six, one thousand |i 
i| four hundred and forty dollars. i 


article of the treaty of the thirtieth of September, | 
eighteen hundred and nine, three hundred and 
fifty dollars. » ; . 


Menomonees. 


7 
H 

For nineteenth of twenty installments as an- | 
nuity, in money, stipulated in the second article | 
l 

i 

i 

I 

| 

l 

F 

| 

H 


of the treaty of the third of September, eighteen f 
hundred and: thirty-six, twenty thousand dollars.. i| 


’ ~ K H 
For nineteenth of twenty installments for two |! 
ij 


blacksmiths and assistants, stipulated in the sec- |i 
ond article of-the treaty of the third of September, |! 


For nineteenth of twenty installments for iron 
and steel for shops, stipulated in the second arti- | 
cle of the treaty of the third of September, eigh- | 
teen hundred and thirty-six, four hundred and | 
forty dollars. 

For nineteenth of. twenty 
purchase of provisions, stipulated in the seeond 
article of the treaty of the third of September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, three thousand |; 
dollars. i 

For nineteenth of twenty installments for the ;i 
purchase of two thousend pounds of tobacco, stip- i| 
ulated in the second article of the treaty of the | 
third of September, eighteen hundred and thirty- |! 
six, four hundred dollars. |i 

| 
i 


installments for the ʻi 


For nineteenth of twenty installments for farm- 
ing utensils and cattle, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the third of September, i 
eighteen hùndred and thirty-six, five hundred dol- | 
ars. i 
. For nineteenth of twenty installments for thirty | 
barrels of salt, stipulated in the second article of | 
the treaty of the third of September, eighteen |. 
hundred and thirty-six, one hundred and fifty |! 
dollars. i 
For third of fifteen installments for pay of miller, | 
stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty. of the | 
eighteenth of October, eighteen hundred and forty- | 
eight, six hundred dollars. > 
Navajos. i 
For fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Nava- | 
jos, pursuant to the requirements of the tenth 
article of the treaty of September ninth, eighteen 
hundred and forty-nine, five thousand dollars. 


‘ Omahas. i 
For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the fourth article } 
of the treaty of the fifteenth of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty, seven hundred and twenty 

dollars. . 
For iron and steel for shops, during the pleasure 
of the President, stipulated in the fourth article of |: 


H 
| 
| 
i 
| 


the treaty of the fifteenth of July, eighteen hun- |; 
dred and thirty, two hundred and twenty dollars. |) 

For fulfilling the stipulations contained in the |; 
fifth article of the treaty of the sixteenth of March, |i 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, forty-one thou- || 
sand dollars. i l 

For surveying and marking the boundary of |! 
the reservation of land stipulated in the first arti- 
cle of the treaty of the sixteenth of March, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, one thousand |: 
two hundred dollars. 

Ottoes and Missourias. 

- For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the fourth arti- į 
cle of the treaty of the fifteenth of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty, seven hundred and twenty 
dollars, 

For iron and steel for shop, during the pleasure 
of the President, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the fifteenth of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty, two hundred and twenty 
dollars. 

For fulfilling the stipulations contained in the 
fifth article of the treaty of the fifteenth of March, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, twenty thousand 
dollars, 

For surveying and marking the boundary of 
the reservation of land stipulated in the first article 
of thetreaty of the fifteenth of March, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, eight hundred dollars. 


Otowas. 


: : , ii 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth |; 
article of the treaty of the third of August, seven- |) t 
teen hundred and ninety-five, one thousand dol- i| of the eleventh of January, 
i thirty-nine, twenty thousand dollars. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second “i For seventeenth of twenty inatallments for two 


lars. 


| ber; eighteen 


article of the treaty: of the sevéntéenth of Novem 

hundred and seven, eight hundred: 
dollars. Rie ae ge LO See an ES 
- For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 


i article of the treaty of the seventeenth of Septetn- 


ber, eighteen hundred and eighteen, one thousand: 
five hundred dollars. = = Hah wR Sanaa 


For permanent anriuity, stipulated in the fourth’ 


i, article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of August, : 


eighteen hundred and twenty-one, one’ thousand : 


i} dollars, 


Ottowas and Chippewas. 
For the last of twenty installmenta in money, ` 


i| stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty of the 


twenty-eighth day of March, eighteen hundréd 
and thirty-six, thirty thousand dollars. ` 
For interest to be paid as annuity,on two hun- 


| dred thousand dollars, at six per cent. per annum, 


stipulated in the resolution of the Senate-of the 


i twentieth of May, eighteen hundred and thirty- 


six, twelve thousand dollars: 
For education for twenty years, and during the 


i| pleasure of Congress, stipulated in: the. fourth 


articleof the treaty of the twenty-eighth of March, , 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, five thousand’ 


| dollars. 


For missions for twenty years, and during the 
pleasure of Congress, stipulated in the fourth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of March, : 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, three thousand | 
dollars. a4 

For vaccine matter, medicines, and pay of phy- 
sicians, so long as the Indians remain on their, res- 
ervations, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of the twenty-eighth of March, eighteen ; 
hundred and thirty-six, three hundred dollars. 

For the last of twenty instaliments, for the pur- 
chase of provisions, stipulated in the fourth arti-. 
cle of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of March, . 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, two thousand 
dollars. 

For the last of twenty installments for the pur- ; 
chase of six thousand five hundred pounds. of., 
tobacco, stipulated in the fourth article ofthetrenty 
of the twenty-eighth of March, eighteen hundred . 
and thirty-six, one thousand one hundred and . 
seventy dollars. AS 

For the last of twenty installments for the pur- 
chase of one hundred barrels of salt, stipulated in . 


' the fourth article of the treaty of thetwenty-eighth | 


of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, two. 
hundred dollars. mi 
For the last of twenty installments for the pur- , 
chase of five hundred fish barrels, stipulated in 
the fourth article of the treaty of the twenty-eighth 
of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, four 


: hundred dollars. 


For three blacksmiths for twenty years, and, 


i during the pleasure of Congress, stipulated in 
j the seventh article of the treaty of the twenty- 


eighth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 
two thousand one hundred and sixty dollars. 

For iron and steel for shop for twenty years, | 
and during the pleasure of Congress, stipulated 
in the seventh article of the treaty of the twenty- 
eighth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, six hundred and sixty dollars. 

For gunsmith for shop for twenty years, and 


; during the pleasure of Cohgress, stipulated in the 
i seventh article of the treavy of the twenty-eighth 


of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, six 


; hundred dollars. 


hd For iron and steel for shop for twenty years, 


and during the pleasure of Congress, stipulated in 

|i the seventh article of the treaty of the twenty- 

|: eighth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 

l! two hundred and twenty dollars. : , 

ii For two farmers and assistants, during the 
i! pleasure of the President, stipulated in the seventh 
article of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of March, 

i| eighteen hundred and thirty-six, one thousand six . 
jÍ hundred dollars. —— 

i! For two mechanics, during the pleasure of the 
il President, stipulated in the seventh article of the 

il treaty of the twenty-eighth of March, eighteen . 
|| hundred and thirty-six, one thousand two hun- 

|| dred dollars. 
l Osages. : 
For seventeenth of twenty installments as an- 


nuity, stipulated in the second article of the treaty 
eighteen hundred and 


July, 


enn 


eighteen hundred and th 


dollars. 
For interest on sixty-nine thousand one hun- 
dred and twenty dollars, at five per centum, bemg 
the valuation of fifty-four sections of land, set 
apart.by. the treaty of the second of June, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-five, for educational purposes, 
er resolution of the Senate of the nineteenth of 
anuary, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, three 
thousand four hundred and fifty-six dollars. 


Piankeshaws. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the third of August, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five, five hundred dol- 
lars: i 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the thirtieth of December, 
eighteen hundred and five, three hundred dollars. 


Pawnees. 


For agricultural implements, during the pleasure 
of the President, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of the ninth of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-three, one thousand dollars. 


Pottawatomies of Huron. 


For permanentannuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the seventeenth of Novem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and seven, four hundred 
dollars. 

Pottawatomies. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the third of August, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five, one thousand dol- 
ars. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the thirtieth of September, 
eighteen hundred and nine, five hundred dollars. 

or permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 


article of the treaty of the second of October, eigh- | 


teen hundred and eighteen, two thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

‘For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the twentiéth of September, | 
eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, two thousand 
dollars. 

For life annuity to chief, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the twentieth of September, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, one hundred 
dollars. 

For permanentannuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of July, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, sixteen thou- 
sand dollars, 

For life annuity to chiefs, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the twentieth of October, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, four hundred 
dollars. ` 

For the last of twenty installments as annuity, 
stipulated in the third article of the treaty of the 
twenty-sixth of September, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-three, fourteen thousand dollars, 

For life annuity to chiefs stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the twenty sixth of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, seven hun- 
dred dollars. 

for the last of twenty installments as annuity, 
stipulated in the second flrplementl article of the 
treaty of the twenty-sixth of September, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-three, two thousand dollars, 

For education during the pleasure of Congress, | 
stipulated in the third article of the treaty of the! 
sixteenth of October, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
81x, two thousand dollars. 

For permanent provision for blacksmith and 
assistant, stipulated in the third article of the treaty ! 
of the sixteenth of October, eighteen hundred and | 
twenty-six, seven hundred and twenty dollars. 


i 


For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shop, stipulated in the third article of the treaty of | 
the sixteenth of October, eighteen hundred and | 
twenty-six, two hundred and twenty dollars. | 

For education during the pleasure of Congress, | 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of the | 
twentieth of September, eighteen hundred and | 
twenty-eight, one thousand dollars, | 

For permanent provision for the payment in į 
money, in lieu of tobacco, stipulated in the second | 
article of the treaty of the twentieth of September, | 
eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, and the tenth | 
article of the treaty of the fifth of June, eighteen | 
hundred and forty-six, three hundred dollars. 


twenty dollars. 

For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shop, stipulated in the second article of the treaty 
of the twentieth of September, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-eight, two hundred and twenty dol- 
lars. 

For permanent provision for blacksmith and 
assistant, stipulated in the second article of the 
treaty of the twenty-ninth of July, eighteen hun- 


and forty dollars. 


and twenty-nine, four hundred and forty dollars. 
For permanent provision for the purchase of 


ele of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of July, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, two hundred 
and fifty dollars. 


stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty of the 
twenty-seventh of October, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-two, two thousand dollars. ` 

For interest on six hundred and forty-three 
thousand dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in 


June, eighteen hundred and forty-six, thirty-two 
thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 


Quapaws. 
For education, during the pleasure of the Pres- 


of the thirteenth of May, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-three, one thousand dollars. 

For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the third arti- 


teen hundred and thirty-three, eight hundred and 
forty dollars. i 
For iron and steel for shop, during the pleasure 


the treaty of the thirteenth of May, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-three, two hundred and twenty 
dollars. 

For pay of farmer, during the pleasure of the 
President, stipulated in the third article of the 
treaty of the thirteenth of May, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-three, six hundred dollars. 


Rogue Rivers. 


For the first of sixteen installments in blankets, 
clothing, farming utensils, and stock, stipulated 
in the third article of the treaty of the tenth of 


thousand five hundred dollars, 

For the purchase of agricultural implements, 
clothing, and such other articles as may be deemed 
conducive to the comfort and necessities of said 
Indians, and for the expenses of such permanent 
improvements as may have been made by claim- 
ants to land on the reserve named in the second 
article of the treaty, stipulated in the third article 
of the treaty of the tenth of September, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three, five thousand dollars. 

For payment of the property of the whites de- 
stroyed during the late war, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the tenth of September, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, fifteen thousand 


dollars. 
For compensation and expenses of commis- | 


sioners, stipulated in the third article of the treaty 


fifty-three, five thousand dollars, 


ber, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars: Provided, That no pay- 
ment shall be made to said Rogue River Indians, 
or to claimants referred to in these provisions, 
until said tribe shall have assented to the amend- 
ments of the Senate of the United States te the 
treaty, on account of which the several sums are 
appropriated, 
Six Nations of New York. 

Yor permanent annuity, stipulated in the sixth 

article of the treaty of the eleventh of November, 


seventeen hundred and ninety-four, four thousand 
five hundred dollars, 


dred and twenty-nine, one thousand four hundred į 


For permanent provision for iron and steel for ! 
shop, stipulated in the second article of the treaty | 
of the twenty-ninth of July, eighteen hundred | 


fifty barrels of salt, stipulated in the second arti- | 


For education, during the pleasure of Congress, | 


the seventh article of the treaty of the fifth of i 


ident, stipulated in the third article of the treaty | 


cle of the treaty of the thirteenth of May, eigh- | 


of the President, stipulated in the third article of 


September, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, two : 


of the tenth of September, eighteen hundred and ¢: 


For the erection of three dwelling-houses for | 
the principal chiefs of said tribe, stipulated in the į 
fourth article of the treaty of the tenth of Septem- |! 


Senecas of New York. 
| For permanent annuity, in lieu of interest on 
‘stock, per act of the nineteenth of February, 
f eishieen hundred and thirty-one, six thousand dol- 
1 lars. 

For interest, in lieu of investment, on seventy- 
: five thousand dollars, at five per centum, per act 
of twenty-seventh of June, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, three thousand seven hundred and fifty 


dollars. 


i 
H 
4 


Stockbridges, 
| _ For interest on sixteen thousand five hundred 
i| dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in the ninth 
j| article of the treaty of the twenty-fourth of No- 
| vember, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, eight 
hundred and twenty-five dollars, : 
Sioux of Mississippi. 

For interest on three hundred thousand dollars, 
at five per centum, stipulated in the second article 
of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of September, 
|| eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, fifteen thousand 
‘| dollars. 

For eighteenth of twenty installments as annuity 
in goods, stipulated in the second article of the 
treaty of the twenty-ninth of September, eighteen 
i| hundred and thirty-seven, ten thousand dollars. 

For eighteenth of twenty installments for the 
purchase of medicines, agricultural implements, 
and stock, and for support of farmers, physicians, 
and blacksmith, stipulated in the second article 
of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of September, 
| eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, eight thousand 
|| two hundred and fifty dollars. 
|| For eighteenth of twenty installments for the 
purchase of provisions, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, five 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

H For fourth of fifty installments at the rate of five 
per centum, on one million three hundred and 
i| sixty thousand dollars, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-third of July, 
' one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, sixty- 
| eight thousand dollars. 

il For fourth of fifty installments at the rate of five 
! per centum, on one hundred and twelve thousand 
| dollars, being the amount in lieu of the reservation 
| set apart in the third article per Senate’s amend- 
| 

[i 

| 


ment to treaty of twenty-third July, one thousand 
‘| eight hundred and fifty-one, five thousand six hun- 
|| dred dollars. 
|| For fourth of fifty installments at the rate of five 
|i per centum, on one million one hundred and sixty 
| thousand dollars, stipulated in the fourth article 

of the treaty of the fifth of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-one, fifty-eight thousand 
| dollars. 
For fourth of fifty installments at the rate of five 
i| per centum, on sixty-nine thousand dollars, being 
{i the amount allowed in lieu of the reservation of 
n lands set apart by the third article per Senate’s 
|| amendment to treaty of fifth of August, one thou- 
| sand eight hundred and fifty-one, three thousand 
i| four hundred and fifty dollars. 

‘That the President be authorized to confirm to 


the Minnesota river now occupied by them, upon 
such conditions as he may deem just. And further, 
that it be agreed between the United States and 
the Sioux bands of Indians, that should it, at any 
time hereafter, be considered by the United States 
as a proper policy to establish farms among and 
for the benefit of said Indians, it shall be discre- 
tionary with the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, to change the annuities 
herein provided for, or any part thereof, into a 
| fund for that purpose. 

For defraying the expenses of witnesses, mar- 
shal, attorney, notary, interpreter, and stationery, 
and copying evidence, in the investigation of the 
, official conduct of Alexander H. Ramsay, late © 
: Governor of Minnesota, seven hundred and twenty 
i dollars. 

For services of Robert A. Matthews, for copy- 
ing the proceedings and evidence in said investi- 

: gation, under employment of Richard M. Young, 
one of the commissioners, two hundred and fifty 
: dollars, 

For paying the expenses and fees of witnesses 
summoned in said investigation, by the United 
States, at the instance of Alexander Ramsay, 
| three hundred and fifty dollars. 

Sacs and Foxes of Missouri. 
For interest on one hundred and fifty-seven 


H 
H 
i 
| 
i 
H 
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thousand four hundred dollars, at five-per cehtum, 
stipulated in the second article of the tréaty of the 
twenty-first of October, éighteen hundred ‘and 
thirty-seven, seven thousand, eight’ hundred and | 
seventy dollars, i 

Sacs'and Foxes of Mississippi. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third | 
article of the treaty of the third of November, 
eighteen hundred and four, one thousand dollars. 

For twenty-third of thirty installments, as an- 
nuity, stipulated in the third article of the treaty 
of the twenty-first of September, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-two, twenty thousand dollars. 

For twenty-third of thirty installments for gun- 
smiths, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of the twenty-first of September, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-two, six hundred dollars. 

For twenty-third of thirty installments for iron | 
and steel for shop, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the twenty-first of September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, two hundred and 
twenty dollars. - 

Fortwenty-third of thirty installments for black- 
smith and assistant, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the twenty-first of September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, eight hundred 
and forty dollars. 

For twenty-third of thirty installments for iron 
and steel for shop, stipulated in the fourth article | 
of the treaty of the twenty-first of September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, two hundred and 
twenty dollars. 

For twenty-third of thirty installments for forty 
barrels of salt, stipulated in the fourth article of į 
the treaty of the twenty-first of September, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-two, two hundred dollars. 

' For twenty-third of thirty installments for forty 
kegs of tobacco, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of the twenty-first of September, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-two, eight hundred dol- 

ars. 

For interest on two hundred thousand dollars, 
at five per centum, stipulated in the second article 
of the treaty of the twenty-fitst of October, eigh- 
oe hundred and thirty-seven, ten thousand dol- 

ars. 

For interest on eight hundred thousand dollars, 
at five per centum, stipulated in the second article 
of the treaty of the eleventh of October, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, forty thousand dollars. 

For payment to Thompson Connoly and James 
Connoly, children of John Connoly, deceased, 
two hundred dollars. 


Shawnees. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the third of August, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five, one thousand dol- |} 
lars. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and seventeen, two 
thousand dollars, 

For permanent provision for the purchase of 
salt, stipulated in the third article of the treaty of 
the seventh of June, eighteen hundred and three, 
sixty dollars. 

For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the fourth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of the eighth of August, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one, eight hundred and forty 
dollars. ` 

For iron and steel for shop, during the pleasure 
of the President, stipulated in the fourth article of | 
the treaty of the eighth of August, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-one, two hundred and twenty dol- 
lars, 


} 


Senecas and Shawnees. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the seventeenth of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and eighteen, one thousand 
dollars. 

For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the fourth ar- | 
ticle of the treaty of thetwentieth of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one, eight hundred and forty | 
dollars. 

For ironand steel for shops, during the pleasure 
of the President, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of the twentieth of July, eighteen hun- | 


> 


dred and thirty-one, two hundred and twenty i| 
`. | stipulated in the second article of the treaty of the 3 
Senecas. # 


dollars. 


|| clothing, provision, and stock, stipulated in the | 


article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of Sép- | 
tember, eighteen hundred and seventeen, ‘fivehtin- | 
dred dollars. f 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the Seventeenth of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hunds ed and eighteen, five hundred 
dollars. Ri f 

For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the fourth article || 
of the treaty of the twenty-eizhth of February, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-one, eight hundred 
and forty dollars. < 

For iron and steel for shop, during the pleasure |! 
of the: President, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of February, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-one, two hundred 
and twenty dollars. 

For pay of miller, during the pleasure of the i 
President, stipulated in the fourth article of the | 
treaty of the twenty-eighth of February, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one, six hundred dollars. 


Stockbridges. 

For the removal of the Stockbridge Indians to 
the country west of the Mississippi river, which 
has been selected for and approved by them, and i 
for subsistence for one year, stipulated in the | 
eighth article of the treaty of twenty-fourth No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, seven 
thousand dollars. 


Umpquas, (Crow-Creek Band.) 
For the first of twenty installments in blankets, | 


third article of the treaty of the nineteenth of | 
September, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, five | 
hundred and fifty dollars. | 
For the purchase of blankets, clothing, and | 

| 

| 


goods, stipulated in the first clause of the third 
article of the treaty of nineteenth of September, | 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, one thousand | 
dollars. ‘ 

For the erection of two dwelling-houses, plow- 
ing and fencing a field, and purchasing seeds, 
stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty of the 
nineteenth of September, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-three, one thousand dollars, 


Utahs. 

For fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Utahs, 
pursuant to the requirements of the eighth article 
of the treaty of December thirtieth, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-nine, five thousand dollars. 


Wyandotts. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the seventeenth of March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, seventeen thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

For permanent provision for blacksmith and 
assistant, stipulated in the eighth article of the | 


[ 
treaty of the seventeenth of March, eighteen hun- | 
dred and forty-two, eight hundred and forty dol- | 
lars, 

For permanent provision for iron and steel for | 
shop, stipulated in the eighth article of the treaty | 
of the seventeenth of March, eighteen hundred i 
and forty-two, two hundred and seventy dollars. 

For permanent provision for education, stipu- 
lated in the fourth article of the treaty of the sev- | 
enteenth of March, eighteen hundred aind forty- į 
two, five hundred dollars. | 
Weas. 1 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fifth || 
article of the treaty of the second of October, A 
eighteen hundred and eighteen, three thousand || 
dollars. il 

Winnebagoes. 

For twenty-sixth of thirty installments as an- ; 
nuity, stipulated in the second article of the treaty ; 
of the first of August, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-nine, eighteen thousand dollars. | 

For twenty-third of twenty-seven installments | 
as annuity, stipulated in the third article of the | 
treaty of the fifteenth of September, eighteen hun- |} 
dred and thirty-two, ten thousand dollars. f 

For twenty-sixth of thirty installments, for the i 
purchase of fifty barrels of salt, stipulated in the | 


‘second article of the treaty of the first of August, | 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, two hundred | 
and fifty dollars. 

For twenty-sixth of sae 
purchase of three thousan 


4 
il 
installments, for the | 
pounds of tobacco, :| 


i 
i 


first of August, eighteen hundred and twenty- i 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth | 


nine, six hundred dollars. li 
+ 


` For twenty-third ‘of twenty-seven ‘installiients, 
for ‘the purchase ‘of’one thousand five huare 
pounds of tobacco, stipulated in the filth article's 
the treaty of the fiftéenth of September, ‘éightéen 
hundred and thirty-two,three hundred dollars. “ 
For twenty-sixth of thirty installments for three 
blacksmiths and asdistants, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the first of August, ‘eigh? 
teen hundred and twenty-nine, two thousand oné 
hundred and sixty dollars. vet g ASS ee 
For twenty-sixth of thirty installments Tor iron 


| and steel for shop, stipulated in the third ‘article 


of the treaty of the first of August, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-nine, six hundred and sixty dol- 
ars. 

For twenty-six of thirty install ments for laborers 
and oxen, stipulated in the ‘third article of the 
treaty of the first of August, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-nine, three hundred and sixty-five dollara, 

For twenty-third of twenty-seven. installments 
for education, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of the fifteenth of September, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-two, three thousand dollars. 

For twenty-third of twenty-seven installments 
for six agriculturists, purchase of oxen, plows, 
and other implements, stipulated in the fifth article 
of the treaty of the fifteenth of September, eightéen | 
hundred and thirty-two, two thousand five hin- 
dred dollars. ma 

For twenty-third of twenty-seven installment, 
for the pay of two physicians, stipulated in the 
fifth article of the treaty of the fifteenth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and thirty-two, four 
hundred dollars. : 

For interest on one million one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of the first of Novem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, fifty-five 
thousand dollars. 

For interest on eighty-five thousand dollars, at 
five per centum, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of the thirteenth of October, eighteen 
hundred and forty-six, four thousand two húr- 
dred and fifty dollars. E 

For the expenses of negotiating treaties with, 
and making presents of goods and provisions tò, 
the Indian tribes in the Territory of Oregon, sixty- 
eight thousand dollars. ee 

For the expenses of negotiating treaties with, 
and making presents of goods and provisions.to, 
Indian tribes in the Territory of Washington, 
forty-five thousand dollars. voy ae 

For the expenses of negotiating treaties with, 
and making presents of goods and provisions to, 
the Indian tribes in the Perriory of Utah, forty- 
five thousand dolars. i , . 

For the expenses of negotiating treaties. with, 
and making presents of goods and provisions to, 
the Apache, Navajoe, and Utah Indians, in the 
Territory of New Mexico, thirty thousand dollars, 

For the expenses of holding a council with, and 
making presents of goods and provisions to, the 
Blackfeet, Gros Ventres, and other wild tribes of 
Indians; immediately within or adjacent ,to the 


i} eastern boundary of Washington Territory, eighty 


thousand dollars. $ i ate 
To pay Andrew Taylor for his reservation of 
six hundred and forty acres of land at Citicé-Old- 
town, on the waters of the Tennessee river, four- 
teen thousand seven hundred and twenty dollira, 
with interest from the twenty,third day of Au- 
gust, eighteen hundred and forty-three. — >` 
For the expenses of making presents of agri- 
cultural implements and farming utensils to the 
bands of Pueblo Indians in the Territory of New 


H| Mexico, ten thousand dollars: Provided, That thé 


Secretary of the Interior may, if in his diserétioa 
the public interests require it, be authorized to use 
any part of the appropriations herein made for 
making treaties in Oregon, Washington, Utah, 
and New Mexico, and for holding councils at 
Fort Benton, prior to the commencement df the 
next fiscal year. i eee 
For adjusting difficulties and preventing out- 
breaks among the Indians in Oregon Territory; 
ten thousand dollars. j > 
For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in Oregon Territory, ten thousand dollars. 
For expenses of insurance and tran§portation 
of annuities payable to Indian tribes, in the Ter- 
ritories of Oregon, three thoustind dolars. 
For general incidental expéfses of the Indian 
service in Washington Territory, fifteen thousand 
dollars. : 
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August, 


the statistics and. other information authorized by 
the act of third of March, eighteen hundred and 
forty-seven, and subsequent acts, twenty thousand 
nine hundred doilars. . i 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no exist- 
ing provisions of law, prescribing the manner in 
which payment shall be make to Indians, shall be 
so construed as to repeal or contravene, the seven- 
teenth section of an act entitied ‘‘ An act to regu- 
late trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” approved 
June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and thirty-four, 
or to prohibit the payment of any claim or claims 
(other than those of agents or attorneys for claims) 
for bona fide services rendered within or upon 
any Indian territory to any Indian tribe, for med- 
ical or manual services, or in cases of humanity 
i where the President may adjudge such service ne- 
cessary and the claim or claims therefor just and 
reasonable. 

For defraying the expenses of continuing the 
removal and subsistence of Indians in California, 


For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
wervice in the Territory of New Mexico, twenty- 
five thousand dollars. 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
services in the Territory of Utah, twenty thou- 
sand dollars, ; 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in the Territory of Utah during thie: year 
ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, ten thousand dollara. 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in Washington Territory, for six months, 
ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, five thousand dollars. 

For payment of balence due for transportation 
of presents, goods, and provisions, to the Ca- 
manches, Kioways, and other Indians on the 
Arkansas river, one thousand two hundred dol- | 
lars. H 
To pay for certain goods borrowed by late | 
agent J. S. Watrous, to fulfill treaty stipulations | 
with the Chippewas, to be replaced out of annuity | 
goods, but which, with the agency building, were | 
consumed by fire in May, eighteen hundred and | 

| 
| 
i 
| 


affairs of that State, and approved by the Presi- 
dent, the sum of two hundred thousand dollars: 
Provided, That, hereafter, no more than twenty 
thousand dollars shall be drawn by the superin- 
tendent, or be in his hands unexpended atone and 
the same time: And provided, The sub-agents cre- 
ated by this act shall be appointed by the super- 


fifty-three, four thousand one hundred and thirty- | 
six dollprs and three cents. i 
For payment in full to the Winnebago nation 
of Indians of certain unexpended balances of ap- | 
propriations under varicus treaties, on account of : 
aunuities, education, provisions, goods, etc., forty | 
thousand and four dollars and sixty-nine cents. | 
For payment of balance found due the Creek | 
Indians for losses sustained during the war with | 
Great Britain, by that portion of the tribe who | 
were friendly to and codperated with the United | 
States, in addition to the appropriation of the thir- | 
tieth of August, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, | 
two bundred and fifty-eight dollars and ten cents. | 
For payment to certain Creek Indians for their} 
individual reserves,sold with the approbation of; 
the Secretary of War, in the year eighteen hun- | 
dred and forty-one, the Commissioner of Indian | 
Affairs having received the consideration for the ; 
use of said Todians in certificates of deposit on | 
the Planters and Mechanics’ Bank of Columbus, jj 
Georgia, which failing while said certificates were | 
in the hands of the commissioner, became lost to | 
said Indians, two thousand six hundred dollars. ! 


of the Interior, not to exceed one for each reser- 
vation, nor three in all, said reservations to con- 
tain not less than five nor more than ten thousand 
acres; and the said superintendent is authorized 


exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars, in the ex- 
tinguishment of conflicting tides and rights to 
said reserved lands, at a price not exceeding one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, for a valid 
and indefeasible title to the land so purchased: 


necessary jurisdiction in such cases with regard 
to the land so purchased. 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in California, embracing expenses of travel 
of the superintendent and agent, etc., twenty-five 
thousand doliars. 

For payment to David Carter, as an emigrant, 
of thé amount of his improvements, valued under 
the treaty with the Cherokees, in eighteen hun- 


Texas Indians. i 

Por compensation to three special agents and | 
four interpreters for the Indian tribes ‘of Texas, | 
and for the purchase of presents, fifteen thousand | 
dollars. 
For the expenses of making the necessary se- | 
lections and surveys of land to accommodate the | 
Indians residing within the Staté of Texas, agree- | 
ably to arrangements authorized by an act of the | 
Legislature of that State, allowing the requisite 
jurisdiction of the Government of the United: 
States for such purposes, and for concentrating | 
and subsisting them, and furnishing suitable stock 
cattle, agricultural iniplements, seeds, and other | 
necessary articles incident thereto, eighty-six : 
thousand four hundred and thirty dollars. 


Miscellaneous, li 


article thereof, two thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

For payment to A. V. Brown and others, 
Chickasaw traders, for ransom of George W. and 


that service, one thousand dollars. 

To enable the President to negotiate a treaty 
with the Indians in Michigan, and to change the 
terms of existing treaties, ten thousand dollars. 


For the second and third of ten installments of ii 
provisions and merchandise, in addition to former | 
appropriations, for payment of annuities and |} 
transportation of the same to certain tribes of | 
Indians, per seventh article of the treaty at Fort ‘retary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author- 
Laramie, of seventeenth of September, eighteen | ized, if, in bis j 
peared and fifty-one, twenty-four thousand dol- ‘! be promoted iher- to cause to be disbursed 
ars, H 

For the fourth of ten installments in provisions | 
and merchandise, for payment of annuities and 
transportation of same to certain tribes of Indians, 
per seventh article of the treaty at Fort Laramie, | 
of seventeenth of September, eighteen hundred `! 
and fifty-one, seventy-two thousand dollars. 

or surveying and marking boundary lines of | 
such tract or tracts of land as may be ‘provided | 
under the stipulations of the amendments of the: 
Senate to the treaties of twenty-third July and ` 
fifth August, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, with 
the Sioux Indians, one thousand two hundred. 
dollars. 

For expenses of negotiating treaties of the tenth | 
of September, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, ii 
with the Rogue River Indians, and of the nine-‘! 
teenth of September, eighteen hundred and fifty ; 
three, with the Cow-Creek band of Umpqua In- | 
dians, five thousand dollars. 

For soniinuing the collection end for publishing 


tendent of Indian affairs in the Territor 


the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior. 


1 or for general incidental expenses, by the Indian 
Provided, That said agent shall, under no cir- 


cumstances, receive any additional compensation 
; therefor, 


and under such rules and regulations as he may 


«i lers and twenty-nine cents. 


j| three military reservations, in accordance with | 
| the plan submitted by the superintendent of Indian |) 


intendent, subject to confirmation by the Secretary | 


to apply, out of the sum hereby appropriated, not | 


And provided, The State of Californiashall cede the į 


dred and twenty-eight, in pursuance of the sixth | 


Meredith Wilson from the Camanche Indians, |! 
and to reward the services of persons engaged in 


For a clerk to the superintendent of Indian |; 
‘affairs in the Territory of Washington, eighteen ! 


i hundred dollars; and for a clerk to the superin- | 


of New i 
Mexico, one thousand dollars; to be allowed in i 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- | 


udgment, the public interest will | 


such of the moneys appropriated in this act for | 
the Utah Indians, either under treaty stipulations, : 


| gent in that Territory, as he may think proper: | 
i 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- |! 
| ident be, and he is hereby, authorized and required | 
| to cause to be fulfilled the stipulations of the ninth '! 
‘i and tenth articles of the treaty with the Sacs and ` 
|| Foxes, and other tribes of Indians, concluded on |! 
i the fifteenth of July, one thousand eight hundred |) 
and thirty, by causing said reserved tracts to be | 
|| surveyed and allotted to the persons properly enti- jj 
tled to the same, in fee-simple, in such manner | 


prescribe; and to defray the expenses of the same, I 
i) there be, and is hereby, appropriated the sum of 
i ten thousand nine hundred and twenty-two dol- |! 


7 

|, Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
| ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
‘ authorized, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to appoint two Indian agents for 
the Indians east of the Rocky Mountains, in addi- 
tion to the eleven provided for by the fourth sec- 
ti tion of the act entitled “ An act making appro- 
‘| priations for the current and contingent expenses 
|! of the Indian department,” etc., approved Febru- 
il ary twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
| one; one Indian agent for the Indians in the Ter- 
| ritory of New Mexico, in addition to the four 
| provided for by the fifth section of the same act; 
; and such number of Indian agents, not exceedin 
! 
1 
{ 


| 
tt 
il 
| 
Jl 
i 


i three, as he may deem expedient for the Indian 
i tribes in the Territory of Washington. 
{ Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the agents 
| appointed under the provisions of the sixth section 
of this act, shall, before entering upon the duties 
! of their respective offices, give bond in such pen- 
i alties, and with such conditions and such security, 
as the President or Secretaty of the Interior may 
require. They shall hold their offices, respect- 
ively, for the term of four years, and shall receive 
an annual salary of one thousand five hundred 
: dollars each. 
| Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That to suck 
; Cherokees as were omitted in the census taken by 
i D. W. Siler, but who were included and paid 
: under the act of July, eighteen hundred and forty- 
| eight, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs be au- 
| thorized to pay them the same per capiia allow- 
ance that was paid the other Indians under that 
distribution, provided the commissioner shall be 
satisfied that they ought to be included in said per 
capita distribution, and that the sum of five thou- 
sand dollars be appropriated for that purpose. 
Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That to enable 
the Secretary of the Interidr to settle and pay the 
i award of commissioners on file for reservations, 
preémptions, and for rents and improvements 
under the twelfth, thirteenth, and sixteenth arti- 
cles of the Cherokee treaty, of twenty-ninth De» 
cember, eighteen hundred and thirty-five, in pur- 
suance of the stipulations of the third article of 
the treaty of August eighth, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, thesum heretofore appropriated for those 
purposes and carried to the surplus fund, is hereby 
reappropriated. 
i Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- 
| retary of the Interior be authorized and required 
| to investigate the claim of the Brotherton tribe of 
i Indians against the United States, and report the 
: facts to Congress at its next session, or earlier, if 
| practicable, together with an estimate for such 
| amount as may be found justly due the said 
i 
| 
H 
| 
| 


Indians. 


Arrroven, July 31, 1854. 


i, Pusuic, LV.—An Act for the purchase of the 
| Copyright of a Work published by Thomas H. Sum- 
t 


ner, wherein he deseribes his new method of ascer- 
taining a ship’s position at sea. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That in consideration of the transfer to 
the United States of the copyright of a work 
wherein Thomas H. Sumner fully describes his 
new method of ascertaining a ship’s position at 
sea, when a méridian observation of the sun can- 
not be obtained, there be paid, out of any money 
‘in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
i the said Thomas H. Sumner, or his lawful agent 
or attorney, the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
| Sec. 2. 2nd be it further enacted, That after the 
i: said transfer shall be made, and the said sum paid, 
the said copyright shall be deemed extinct, and 
said book may thereafter be published as if no 
such right had existed. 

Approven, August 2, 1854. 


| Posie, LVI.—An Act toprovide for the Accommo- 
dation of the Courts of the United States in the Dis- 
trict of Massachusetts, and in the cities of New 
York and Philadelphia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he hereby is, authorized and empowered to 
provide necessary accommodations for the courts 
of the United States, and the officers connected 
with them, in the district of Massachusetts, and 


ii in the cities of New York and Philadelphia, by 
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fitting up and leasing the same until permanent i 
accommodations can be provided as hereinafter |! 
proposed, : ore í 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- |; 
ident cause to be procured, by purchase or other- | 
wise, suitable sites for buildings, to be used ag 
court-houses and post offices, in the cities of Bos- | 
ton, New York, and Philadelphia; and that he | 
prepare and submit to Congress, at as early aday 
as practicable, plans and estimates for the same, | 
together with any contract or contracts he may 
make for any such site or sites, 1 
contracts shall be conditional an 
the-approval of Congress. 
Approve, August 2, 1854. 


which contract or |: 
d made subject to |: 


i 


Pousric, LVI. —An Act to establish a Port of Deliv- l; 
ery at Lake Port, on Lake Pontchartrain, and for fi 


other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- f 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress || 
. assembled, That there be, and hereby ig, established |! 

at the terminus of the Jefferson and Lake Pont- i 
chartrain railway, on Lake Pontchartrain, a port |! 
of delivery, to embrace also the lake terminus ofi 
the new canal, to becalled Lake Port; that a sur- | 
veyor shall be appointed to reside thereat; that || 
all ships or vessels bound to said port shall, | 
after proceeding thereto, and making report and | 
entry at the port of New Orleans within the time | 
limited by law, be permitted to unlade their car- | 
goes at the said port, under the rules and regula- 
tions prescribed by law. i 

Sec: 2. And be it further enacted, That all vessels |) 
about to depart from said port to foreign ports and || 
places, shall be permitted to clearout with their car- H 
goes at thecustom-house in thecity of New Orleans, fi 
and depart under the same rules, regulations, and ji 
restrictions, and in every respect in the same man- |: 
ner, as vessels clearing out and departing forj; 
foreign ports and places from the said city of |: 
New Orleans by the way of the Mississippi river. || 

`” Approven, August 2, 1854. | 


Pusuic, LVIH.—An Act to relinquish the Rever- |: 
stonary Interest of the United States to a certain 
Reservation therein mentioned, and to con firm the || 
title of Charles G. Gunter thereto. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- |: 
sentatives of the United States of America in. Congress 
assembled, That all the right, title, and interest |: 
which might accrue or revert to the United States | 
to a certain fraction or [of] section number nine- |: 
teen of township number sixteen and range num- |) 
ber sixteen, including an island in the Alabama 
river, commonly called Manac’s Island, a little |! 
below the mouth of Catoma creek, and being the || 
reservation to which Samuel Manac, a Creek In- i 
dian, became entitled under the treaty of Fort || 
Jackson, be, and the same are hereby, relinquished | 
to Charles G. Gunter, his heirs and assigns, and ji 
a patent shall be issued to the said Charles G. |! 
Gunter, his heirs or assigns for the same, upon 
the payment to the receiver of the land office at |! 
Cahaba, in the State of Alabama, of the minimum ‘| 


it 


price per acre of the public lands now subject to | 
entry in said State. ý 
ArrroveD, August 2, 1854. 


Pusuic, LIX—An Act constituting? Madison, in i 
the State of Indiana, a Port of Delivery. i 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- i 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress |! 
assembled, That Madison, in the State of Indiana, į 
shall be, and is hereby, constituted a port of de- i; 
livery, and shall be subject to the same regula- || 
tions and restrictions as other ports of delivery in |; 
the United States; and there shall be appointed a 
surveyor of customs to reside at said port, wh 
shall, in addition to his own duties, perform the | 
duties and receive the salary and emoluments of | 
surveyor, prescribed by the act of Congress, ap- 
proved on the second of March, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-one, providing for the payment of |! 
duties on imported goods, at certain ports therein į 


| 
li 


| 
mentioned, entitled ‘* An act allowing the duties |: 
on foreign merchandise imported into Pittsburg, | 
Wheeling, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, |; 
Nashville, and Natchez, to be secured and paid at |? 
those places;” and the said town of Madison, and |, 
the said port of delivery, be, and is hereby, an- ': 
nexed and madea part of the collection district of » 
New Orleans, and all the facilities and privileges |: 


ry 


afforded by the said act of Congress, of the second 


| of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, be, 
| and are hereby, extended to the said port of Mad- 


ison. 
Approven, August 2, 1854. 


Punic, LX.—An Act to constitute Tuscumbia, in 


the State of Alabama, a Port of Delivery, and for || 


other purposes. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


: sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Tuscumbia, in the State of Ala- Í 


bama, shall be, and is hereby, constituted a port 


| of delivery within the collection district of New 
i| Orleans; and there shall be appointed a surveyor 
i of customs, to reside at said port, who shall, in 


addition to his own duties, perform the duties and 
receive the salary and emoluments of surveyor, 


|| prescribed by the act of Congress, approved on 


the second of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
one, for importing merchandise inte Pittsburg, 
Wheeling, and other places. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That Paducah, 
in the State of Kentucky, Shreveport, in the State 


of Louisiana, and Jeffersonville, in the State of |! 


Indiana, shall be; and they are hereby, con- 
stituted ports of delivery within the collection 
district of New Orleans; [and. there shall be ap- 
pointed a surveyor of customs for each of said 
ports, to reside thereat,] who shall, in addition to 
their own duties, perform the duties, and receive 
the salary and emoluments of surveyor, prescribed 
by the act of Congress approved on the second 
of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, for 
importing merchandise into Pittsburg, Wheeling, 
and other places, 
Arproven, August 2, 1854. 


Pusuic, LXI.—An Act creating a Collection District 
in Texas and New Mexico. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 


| assembled, That the county of El! Paso, in the State 


of Texas, and the Territory of Ne Mexico, be, 
and they are hereby, created a colfection district, 


; which shall be called the district of Paso del Norte, 
of El Paso, is } 


and Frontera, within said county 
hereby made a port of entry and delivery for said 
district. 

s SEC. 2, And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be a collector of customs appointed for said 
district, together with such other officers as are 
provided for by law. The said collector shall 
reside at Frontera-aforesaid, and he shall be en- 
titled to a salary not exceeding two thousand dol- 
lars per annum; including in that sum the fees 


allowed by law,and¢he amount he shall collect in |! 


any one year for fees exceeding the sum of two 
thousand dollars shall be accounted for and paid 
into the Treasury of the United States. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the dis- 
trict court for the Territory of New Mexico shall 


: have and exercise jurisdiction over all cases which 
: shall arise in the collection district of Paso del 


Norte, in the administration of the revenue laws, 


il in the same manner, as if the said district was 
|: entirely within the Territory of New Mexico. 


Arrroven, August 2, 1854. 


Pusric, LXH.—An Act making Appropriations for 
Light-Houses, Light- Boats, Buoys, etc., and provi- 
ding for the Erection and Establishment of the same, 
and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 


assembled, That the following appropriations be, ` 


and the same are hereby, made, and directed 


i to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not |; 
otherwise appropriated, to enable the Secretary of |, 


the Treasury to carry the provisions of this act 
into effect: Provided, however, If a good title to 
any land which it may be necessary to use can- 


; not be obtained on reasonable terms, or the ex- 


clusive right to such land cannot be acquired by 
cession when the interest of the United States 
demands it, before the appropriation would by law 
fall into the surplus fund, in any and all such 
cases the appropriations shall be applicable to the 
objects for which they are made at any time 
within two years after the first meeting of the 
Legislature, in any State wherein such land may 
be situated, subsequent to the passage of this act, 
to wit. 


| Maine.—For rebuilding light-house and keeper's 

dwelling on Petit Menan Island, thirty-five thou- 
| sand dollars. . ete ae 
|” For rebuilding ligh 
| five thousand dollars. j : 
| _ For rebuilding light-house on Franklin Island, 
i! five thousand dollars. Bs ee 
i} For procuring illuminating apparatus, and com- 
i; pleting light-house tower and buildings, authors 
i; zed to be built òn Boone Island, nineteen thous 
sand nine hundred and seventy-three dollars. => 

For an iron ‘bell-boat, to be stationed to mark 
Alden’s Rock, five thousand dollars. ae 

For fog-signal and dwelling for keeper, hear 
Manheigin light-house, three thousand five hun- 


thouse of Baket’s Téland, 


. 


i 
i 
i 
i 


t=] 


dred dollars. es 

For harbor-light on or near breakwater at Port- 
land, three thousand five hundred dollars. 2 

For completion of beacon’ on Buck ledge, Pe- 
nobscot river, in addition to five hundred dollars 
already appropriated , two thousand dollars. 

For restoring the two other stone beacons on 
| Penobscot river, one thousand dollars. ~~. 

i- For fog-signals on Mount Desert Rock and 
| Matinicus light-houses, five thousand ‘dollars, 

| For buoys for the waters on the coast of Maine, 
| viz: St. Croix river, near the breakwater, Port- 
! land, Maine, and for beacons and buoys at other 
| important points in the St. Croix, Kennebec, and 
Penobscot rivers, etc., two thousand dollars. 

For light on pier-head at Kennebunk harbor, 
five hundred dollars. ` 

Fora light-house to mark the eastern extremity 
| to Edgemoggin Reach, to be placed upon such. 
ij point as may be determined, upon careful exam- 
ji ination and survey, six thousand dollars. 
i| _ For beacons to mark ledges in Castine harbor, 
i Maine, five thousand dollars. 

i For a beacon on a ledge in St. Croix river, 
| about four miles below the town of Calais, anda 
light-house upon Big Island, at the mouth of St. 
Croix river, nine thousand dollars. — 
| For a light-house on or near the Widow’s 
| Island, at the eastern entrance of Fox Island thor- 
| oughfare, five thousand dollars. i 
| For a light-house at the entrance of the thor- 
| oughfare at Isle au Haute, five thousand dollars. 

For a light-house on Southern Island, at the 

entrance of Tenant’s harbor, in the town of St. 
i; George, four thousand five hundred dollars. on 
„For a light-house at the entrance of Winter 
i harbor, in Goldsburgh, four thousand ‘five hun- 
dred dollars. 
‘| For the erection of two beacons in west Pas- 
, Samaquoddy bay, to mark: the channel over the 
ar at the western entrance, three thousand dole 
lars, . 

For a beacon on harbor ledge, a spindle on Seal 
ledges, a spindle on. Ship-Yard ledge, a spindle 
on Lowell’s Rock, and a buoy on Ram Island 
ledge, in Rockport harbor, Camden, six thousand 
| dollars. s 
i| For alight-house at Noddle’s Island, at the en- 
|| trance to the harbor of Castine and Brookeville; 
li four thousand five hundred dollars. 

For a day-mark, or beacon, on Trott’s Ledge, 
|! about one mile from the entrance to Castine and 
|! Brooksville harbor, five hundred.dollars. : j 
l Fora light-house at Dry Point, on Lineken’s 
|: Neck, on the westerly side of the Damariscotta 
i river, six thousand dollars. 

il Fora light-house on Wood Island, five thou- 

`- sand dollars. 

| Massackuseits.—For continuation of the work on 

i foundation and light-house buildings on the rocks 
' called “Sow and Pigs,” thirty thousand dollars. 

i For rebuilding light-house at Gay Head, and 
| fitting it with first order illuminating apparatus, 
|, thirty thousand dollars. f . 
l: ‘That the sums appropriated March three, eigh- 
j! teen hundred and fifty-one, and August thirty- 
ii one, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, ‘for iron 
‘spindles on the Graves and Harding’s Ledges, 

Boston harbor,” be applied to the procuring and 
|, placing a bell and triangle beacons on these points. 
l! For the erection of a light-house and keeper’a 
i! dwelling on Egg Rock Island, near Nahant, being 
i the sum appropriated for this object September 
ij twenty-eight, eighteen hundred and. fifty, five 
if thousand dollars. 
| For the removal of the light-house at Truro, 
i| Chighlands,) Cape Cod, to a proper site, and for 
fitting the same with the most approved illu- 
minating apparatus, and té serve as substitute for 


1 
f 
| 
į 
1 
i 
l 


H 


ii 
ti 
Ji 
ti 


'| 


i 
S 
5 
A 


For rebuilding the light-house at Brant’s Point, | 
Nantucket, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For large fog-bells for light-vessels in the Vine- 
yard sound, in exchange for the small ones now 
in use on board of these vessels, one thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For four iron twelve-pounder guns and equip- 
ments for fog-signals on board of light-vessels in 
Vineyard sound, two thousand dollars. 

For iron buoys and buoy-boats for approaches 
to Boston bay and on Nantucket shoals, five 
thousand dollars, 

For a light-house and: keeper’s house on or |} 
near the ‘Point of Rocks,’? Westport, Massa- | 
chusetts, five thousand dollars. 

For a light-house on the spit situated at the en- 
trance of the Narrows, Boston harbor, fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

For the erection of a day-heacon, sixty feet | 
high, on “ Point Alderton bar,” on the south side || 
of the entrance to Light-House channel, eighteen | 
thougand dollars. 

For placing buoys in the New Bedford collec- 
tion district, on rock at the mouth of Monument | 
river; on Bourne’s flat, at the turn of the channel | 
above Siah’s Point; one between the Jast named | 
and Boure’s Neck; one at each end of Pismire | 
Bed; one on rock in channel of Dartmouth river; 
one on Cow Rock ledge; and one on rock in || 
Phinney’s passage, two thousand dollars. 


Fermont —For two small lights to be placed on 
the pier at Burlington, two thousand dollars. 

For a fog-signal at Juniper Island light-house, 
Lake Champlain, eight hundred dollars, 


Rhode Island.—For a new lizht-house tower and 
iNuminating apparatus on Beaver Tail, and for a | 
fog-signal, fourteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

For rebuilding the light-house and keeper’s 
dwelling at Watch EIill, and for repairs of sea- 
wall to preserve the light-house site, eight thousand 
three hundred dollars. 

For a beacon-light at Bristol Ferry, one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

For a beacon or spindle to mark the reef ex- iH 
tending from Block Island, two thousand dollars. 


Connecticut.—For completing the beaconage and | 
buoyage of the Connecticut river, as authorized || 
by the act of March third, eighteen hundred and | 
fifty-three, five thousand dollars, f 

For a fog-bell at Saybrook light-house, Connec- 
ticut, one thousand dollars. | 

For a beacon at Sugar reef, east entrance of || 
Long Island sound, two thousand five hundred | 
dollars, Ij 

For a beacon on Long Point, two thousand five || 
hundred dollars. ! 

For a beacon on Sea Flower reef, two thousand | 
five hundred dollars. i 

Por a fog-signal at or near Lynde Point light. | 
house, ‘eight hundred dollars. 

For buoys at the eastern extremity of Watch | 
Hill reef, and on “ Whamphagoc,” entrance to | 
Stonington harbor, five hundred dollars. | 

Fora light-house at or near Niantic, Long Island | 
sound, four thousand dollars. i 

For beacon on Black ledge, entrance to New | 
London harbor, two thousand dollars. : 
i For g beacon on the Whale, two thousand dol- ‘| 

ars, 

For buoys in the 
five hundred dollars. 


For a light-house on Black Point, between the | 
Connecticutriver and New London, five thousand || 
dollars. 

Pora harbor-light on the end of the breakwater 
at Southport, one thousand dollars. i 

For a fog-bell at the North Dumpling light- f 
house, in place of the one now kept up at the ex- | 
pense of private companies, eight hundred dollars. 
_ New York —For erecting a first-class sea coast 
light-house tower, and fitting it with the most | 
approved illuminating apparatus, n 
bay, Long Island, thirty-five thou 

For a fog-signal, with machinery, at Lite Gull |} 


harbor of Noank and Mystic, |! 


| house at Cross Ledge, g 
i| at present at that point, thirty thousand dollars. 


:| hundred and fifteen dollars. 


Island light-house, two thousand five hundred | 
dollars, ` i 


eight hundred dollars. ; 
For a beacon-light to mark entrance to Loyd’s 
harbor, Huntingdon bay, Long Island, four thou- 


li sand dollars. 


For alight-house at or near Race Point, Fisher’s 
{sland, Long Island sound, eight thousand dollars. 

For a light-house on Horton’s Point, Long 
Island sound, four thousand dollars. 


For a light-house at or near Windmill Point, |; 


Lake Champlain, eight thousand doilars. 

For a small light at north end of Isle au Motte, 
Lake Champlain, five hundred dollars. 

For a light-house at or near Crown Point, Lake 
Champlain, eight thousand dollars. 

For nine smali lights near Whitehall, in place 
of those at present kept up by steamboat compa- 
nies, Lake Champlain, four thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For buoys for the following points in Lake 
Champlain, viz: on “* Point au Fer Reef,” ** Per- 
ry’s reef,” near ‘ Valeour Island,” on ** Ferris’s 
reef,” and on ‘“*Schuyler’s [sland reef,” seven 


| hundred dollars. 


For buoys in Long Island sound, at the fol- 
lowing points, viz: Hay Beach flats, Great Hog 
neck, South Hole, Little Hog neck, Midway bar, 
entrance of channel at River Flead, Shelter Island 


ferry, at Neckoll’s Rocks, between Rum Head | 


and Mishomac Point, at a shoal east of Gardiner’s 
Point, one thousand three hundred dollars. 

For an iron bell-buoy on or near Shagwong 
reef, five thousand dollars. 


For an iron-pile beacon on the southern part of |: 


the Romer shoal, New York bay, twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 


New Jersey—For the continuation of the sys- 


tem of protecting human life from shipwreck, as |! 
| heretofore established, by life-boats, on the New || 


Jersey coast, twent y thousand dollars. 
For a first class light-house, to be fitted with 


the most approved illuminating apparatus, to be | 
| placed in the vicinity of Absecomb inlet, to guide 


navigators clear of Absecomb and Brigantine 
shoals, thirty-five thousand dollars. 
For a bell-buoy and a nun-buoy for Absecomb 


| bar, five thousand dollars. 


For a large buoy or buoy-boat, to be placed on 
the southwest point of the Overfalls, Delaware 
bay, one thousand dollars, 


For a first-class iron buoy, to be placed on thé ! 


northeast part of Five Fathom bank, eight hun- 
dred dollars. 


Delaware.—Towards the erection of a light- 


in place of the light-vessel 


For a first-class iron buoy, 
McCrie’s shoal, 


mouth of Delaware bay, eight 
hundred dollars. 


Fora beacon-light on the pier at Port Penn, | 


Delaware bay, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 


For a beacon-light on Reedy Point, Delaware || 
| bay, three thousand dollars. 


For refitting Cape Henlopen light-house with 
first order illuminating apparatus, fifteen thousand 


i| dollars, 


For light-house on or near Ship John shoals, 
Delaware bay, thirty thousand dollars. 
For a fog-signal to be placed at the Delaware 


| Breakwater light-house, eight hundred dollars. 


For a fog-signal, to be placed at the R 


l eedy 
Island light-house, eight hundred dollars. 


For banking in Reedy Island, and preserving | 


the site of the light-house, one thousand eight 


Fora large iron bell-buoy, to be placed on or 


; near Fenwick Island shoal, five thousand dollars. ; 


For a light-house on Bower's beach, between 
Murder Kill and Jones’s creeks, Delaware b 
five thousand dollars. 


For a light-house at or near the mouth of Old ; 


Duck creek, on the west side 


of Delaware bay, 
five thousand dollars. 


Maryland.—For a light-house on or near the | 
i Seven-Foot Knoll,” at the mouth of the Patapsco 


river, in addition to the appropriations approved 


September twenty-eight, eighteen hundred and |. 
fifty, and March three, eighteen hundred and fifty- | 


one, thirteen thousand five hundred dollars. 
For a light-house on Sand 
bay, eight thousand dollars. 
For a light-house on Drum Point, entrance of 
Patuxent river, five thousand dollars. 


For a fog-signal at Stony Point light-house, || 


to be placed on į 


ay, |: 


y Point, Chesapeake | 


tremity of the shoal, (the northern extremity of 
i Kent Island,) Mouth of Chester river, Maryland, 
| fifteen thousand dollars. SNN 

| For buoys and stakes at the following points in 
| the Great hoptank river, viz: at Jamaica shoals, 
! Sugar Loaf, Hambrook,and Middle Ground, near > 
| mouth of the river, one thousand dollars. 


Virginia.—For a light-house on Smith’s Point 
ji Shoal, mouth of Potomac river, in place of the 
_ light-house on Smith’s Point, and the light-vessel 
‘at present placed to mark the extremity of the 
|; shoal, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

| Fora light-house half way between Cape Henry 
' and Body’s Island light-house, and on or near 
| False Cape Henry, twenty-five thousand dollars. 
| For a light on or near York Spit, Chesapeake 
| Bay, fifteén thousand dollars. 

i! For buoys at Green Point and Sandy Point, in 
| York river, five hundred dollars. 

For a light-house on the shoals off Cherrystone, 
or on Sandy Point, to mark the entrance to Cher- 
| rystone harbor, ten thousand dollars. 
| For buoys, or stakes, to be placed in the Ches- 
' apeake Bay, on the following points, viz.: Fisher- 
li man’s, Pickett’s Hole, Cherrystone, Pocomoke 
i Flats, Hunting Creek, Deep Creek, Chesconnes- 
sex, Onancock, Pongoteague, Nasevadox, the 
: Gulf, New Point Comfort, Peankatank river, 
i Great Wicomico river, Rappahannock river, 
li Drum Point Spit, near Stingray Point, and near 
| Smith’s Point light-vessel, two thousand three 
|! hundred dollars. i 

For buoys and stakes in the Potomac river be- 
|i tween Alexandria and Georgetown, two hundred 
‘| dollars, 

For a light-house on such point as may be de- 

termined upon, after careful examination and sur- 
vey, to mark the entrance to the Cone and Yeo- 
ii comico rivers from the Potomac, five thousand 
| dollars. 
For forty-three buoys for buoying the Kettle 
‘i Bottoms, and completing the buoyage of the Po- 
_tomac river from its mouth to the port of Alex- 
| andria, three thousand dollars. 

For buoys to be placed in suilable places, in 
Matchipungo bay and its tributaries, one thousand 
dollars. 

: Fora small tight on the wharf of the naval 
| hospital at Norfolk, five hundred dollars. 

For a fog-bell to be placed near the light-house 
at Old Point Comfort, and for a small light on the 
inver spit to mark the entrance to the anchorage 
off Old Point Comfort, one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 
| For a small pile light-house on the extremity 
j of the shoal making out from Stingray Point, 


i mouth of the Rappahannock river, twelve thou- 
; sand dollars. 


North Carolina.—For a pile light-house on or 
i| near Wade’s Point, in place of the light-vessel 
ii at that point, which cannot be repaired, ten thou- 
i! sand dollars. 
| Fora small beacon-light, to range with the main 
i} light, near Fort Macon, Beaufort; North Caro- 
‘| lina, one thousand dollars. 
| For a small beacon-light on or near the point 
; of Cape Hatteras, one thousand five hundred 
‘i dollars. 
| For a small beacon-light on Féderal Point, 
| Cape Fear, to range with the light-house on that 
l, point, and to be a substitute for the light-vessel on 
Horse Shoe shoal, eight hundred dollars. 

For buoys and stakes for Albemarle, Pamlico, 
, Core, and Croatan sounds, Neuse river, Pamlico 
i: river, Roanoke river, and the straits from Core 
sound to Beaufort, two thousand six hundred 
j and forty dollars. 
For a light-house on Roanoke marshes, ten 
|; thousand dollars. 
| Fora pile light-house on the northwest point of 
|; Royal shoal, ten thousand dollars. 


South Carolina.—For erecting a permanent bea- 
| con, to range with Charleston light, for crossing 
| the bar, asa substitute for the present movable 
ii lantern, one thousand dollars. 
|; For rebuilding the two beacons on Sullivan’s 
Island, and for building a keeper’s house, six 
u thousand dollars. K 
For a small beacon-light on Fort Sumpter, 
Charleston harbor, one thousand dollars. 
Fora light on the Battery, at Charleston, two 
i thousand dollars. 


i 
i: 
Ht 


| 
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For a smal} light on Castle Pinekney, to mark 
the channels'from the bar to.the city, and up the 
Cooper river, one thousand five hundred dollars, | 

For a light-house to mark the shoals of Cape 
Roman, in place of the present light at that local- 
ity, and for buoys to mark the inner channel, 
_ called the “ slue,” jn addition to the appropriation 
of March three, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, 
for changing the present light at Cape Roman, 
thirty thousand dollars. ; 

For a light-house and beacon-light on the main 
land at North Edisto, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For buoysin North Edisto inletand approaches, 
five hundred dollars. 

For a light-house and beacon-light on the north 
point of Hunting Island, to serve as a sea-coast 
light, and range for the Swash channel, in place 
of the light-vessel at present stationed off St. 
Helena, and for repairing and placing that vessel 
at Combakee bank, thirty thousand dollars. 

For a day beacon or buoy in St. Helena sound, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For a first-class light-vessel, to take the place 
of the present inefficient one stationed at Martins 
Industry, and for repairing the present vessel, 
(after the larger vessel is built,) and placing it at 
or near the entrance to Calibogue sound, thirty 
thousand dollars. 

For a light-house and beacon 
Hilton Head, to guide to Port 
trance, ten thousand dollars. 

For five iron buoys for Port Ro 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For buoys for St. Helena bar, one thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For two beacons to serve as a range to Cali- 
bogue sound, five thousand dollars. 


Georgia.—For iron buoys and day-beacons for 
Tybee bar and Savannah river, ten thousand dol- 
lars. : 

For iron buoys for the Altamaha sound and 
river, five thousand dollars. 

For iron buoys for St. Catharine’s sound and 
inlet, Sapelo and Doboy bars and sounds, and the 
channels leading through them, and at the south 
bar of Cumberland sound, five thousand dollars. 

For iron buoys to be placed in the St. Mary’s 
and St. Andrew’s bays, two thousand dollars. 


Florida.—For the erection of a light-house and 
beacon-light, to serve as a range for the channel 
across the bar in place of the present light-house 
at the mouth of St. John’s river, in addition to the 
balance of the appropriation, approved August 
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, for 
the preservation of the site, whichis hereby made 
applicable to the same objects, fifteen thousand 
dollars. 

For rebuilding on a proper site, and elevating 
and refitting with the most approved illuminating 
apparatus, the light-house at Pensacola, twenty- 
five theusand dollars. 

For buoys for the St. John’s bar and river, two 
thousand dollars. 

For elevating and fitting with the mest approved 
illuminating apparatus the light-house tower at 
Cape Florida, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For completing the beacon on Rebecca shoals, 
five thousand dollars. : 

For iron buoys for Key West harbor and ap- 
proaches, one thousand five hundred ‘dollars, 

For a small beacon-light near or on Fort Me- 
Rea, Pensacola, one thousand dollars. 

For two large iron buoys for Pensacola bar, one 
thousand dollars. 

For day-beacons and buoys to mark the chan- 
nels in Appalachicola bay. and St. George’s 
sound from Dog Island light-house, three thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

For buoys to mark the northwest channel of 
and in Tampa bay, one thousand dollars. : 

For a light-house on Southwest Cape, west side 
Appalachicola Bay, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For a beacon, buoy, or bell-boat,as may be 

‘found most expedient, to mark the Ocklockonee 
shoal, five thousand dollars. 

For day-marks, buoys, and stakes, to mark the 
bar and channels of the St. Mark’s river, five 
thousand dollars. os . 

Fora beacon-light, to be placed on the most eli- 
gible site at or near the western entrance into St. 
George’s sound, to erable vessels to enter at night, 
five thousand dollars. 


abume.—For making permanent five range- 


-light on or near 
Royal harbor en- 


yal harbor, one 


j 


stakes, with lights where- required, at the Choc- 
taw Pass and Dog River bai, Mobile, one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. — 


For completing the buoyage and stakage of the | 
channels in Mobile ‘bay, Dauphin, Petit-Bois, | 


Horn, Ship, and Cat Island Passes, 


ten thousand 
dollars. 


For a light and fog bell, to be placed on board i 


of the Bethel and 
harbor of Mobile, 
dollars, ` 


hospital ship moored in the 


Mississippi.—For buoyage. and stakage of Pas- 


cagoula entrance and bay, and of the approaches | 


to Biloxi, Mississippi City, 
eight thousand dollars. 

For a light-house on St. Joseph’s Island, ten 
thousand dollars. 


and Shieldsboro’, 


Louisiana.—For a new light-honse at Port Pont- | the pier at Port Ulao, 


chartrain, in the place of the present structure, 
which will not admit of being repaired, six thou- 
sand dollars. ` 

For a new light-house at Bayou St, Jobn, in the 
place of the present structure, which will not 
admit of being repaired, six thousand dollars. 

For a new light-house at New Canal, in the 
place of the present structure, which will not 


|| admit of being repaired, six thousand dollars. 


two thousand eight hundred | 


For a new beacon-light at Proctorsville, in the | 


place of one destroyed by fire November twenty- || 
‘| Santa Cruz, bay of Monterey, or on Panta Ano 
i! Nueva, ten thousand doll 


four, eighteen hundred and fift 


y-three, three thou- 
sand dollars. j 


For an iron bell-boat, to mark the entrance to | 


the newly dredged channel of the Southwest Pass | 


of the Mississippi, five thousand dollars. 


For a screw-pile light-house on the “ Shell | 


keys,” off Marsh Island, thirty thousand dollars, | 


For a day-beacon, to be placed on the east. end 


of Horn Island, one thousand five hundred dol- | 


lars. 

For a_light-house, to mark the channel of the 
Grand Pass to Barataria bay, ten thousand dol- 
lars, 


thousand dollars. 


For a licht-house,to mark the channel or pass- i 


called t igolets, connecting Lakes Borgne | 
age called the Rigolets, con Emr re | entrance to the ha 


and Pontchartrain, five thousand dollars. 


For buoys and stakes, to mark the channels of 
the Atchafalaya and Cote Blanche bays and bars, | 


five thousand dollars. eh 
For an iron screw-pile lizht-house, to be erected 
as near to the entrance to the channelof the Mis- 


sissippi river, at the Southwest Pass, as may be `! 


; i H 
found to be practicable, to be fitted with the most i| pointment, thirty-nine thousand dollars. 


approved description of illuminating apparatus 
and fog-signals, forty-five thousand dollars. 


For buoyage of the Pas a l’Outre, Mississippi | 


river, one thousand five hundred dollars. í 
For a light-house at the mouth of Calcasieu 
river, six thousand dollars, 


Texas.—For two small range lights at Galves- || 


ton. one thousand dollars. 
For comnleting the buovage of Galveston bar 


|| and bay, Sabine Pass and river, Matagorda bar 


and bay, Aransas bar and bay, and Brazos San- 
tiago bar and bay, ten thousand dollars. 


For a light-house on or near Gallinipper Point, | 


Lavacca bay, ten thousand dollars. 


For a light-house on or near Half Moon reef, : 


Matagorda bay, ten thousand dollars. 


For a dav-beacon, to mark the wreck of the : propriation for a light-honse on Santa Cruz, Cali- 


| fornia, appreved thirty-first of August, eighteen 
Jl 


Fora beacon on the North Breaker, to marke | hundred and fifty-two, be, and the same is here- 


the entrance to Galveston bay, five thousand dol- | light-house on Anacapa Island, if, upon examina. 


t 
| tion by the proper officer, it is ascertained thata 
| 


steamboat Farmer, near Pelican Island, in Gal- 
veston bay, three hundred dollars. 


lars. 


. Michigan.—For repair of the light house found- | 
ation, and pier connected therewith, near Monroe, ‘! 


seven thousand two hundred dollars. 
For completing foundations of two light-houses 
on St. Clair flats, twenty thousand dollars. 


For a light-house and fog-bell on the south point ‘| 


of the harbor of Michilimackinac, six thousand 
dollars, 

For a light-house at or near “ Old Fort Mack- 
inaw,’? Michigan, six thousand dollars, 

For a lightehouse on Beaver Island, six thou- 
sand dollars. . 

Indiana.—For a beacon-light on the pier or 
breakwater at Michigan City, two thousand dol- 
lars. ; 


—————— = Sr 


Hincis.—For*a ‘temporary `: ‘beacon-light, ater 
near the breakwater “now ‘being constructed-at 
Waukegan, Little Fort, one thousand dollare. <- 
i| For buoys to mark the bar and harbor at Chi- 
|| cago, three hundred dollars. Lob 
| Foralightat Port Clinton, five thousand dol- 
ij lars. Bao v 
i| For the foundation. of a light-house. on the 
|| breakwater now-in course of construction at the 
|| harbor of Waukegan, and for a light, when :the 
foundation shali be in a -suitable condition for 
i| erecting the structure, in place of the present light 
| at Little Fort, ten thousand five hundred: dollars, 
to be expended under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of War. 

Fora light at Taylorport, five thousand dol- F 


i| lars. > 


Wisconsin.—For a smäll beacon-light on or near 
in lieu of the appropriation 
at port, approved Septem- 
eighteen hundred and fifty, one 


for a light-house at th 
ber twenty-eight, 
thousand dollars. 

For a small beacon light, to be placed on the 
new pier at Milwaukie, known as the “ North 
cut,” when it shall be completed, one thousand 
dollars. i f i 

For a light-house at Fond du Lac, at the head 
| of Lake Winnebago, ten thousand dollars. 


California.—For a harbor-light at the town of 


ars. 
For a harbor-light at Santa Barbara, ten thou- 
; sand dollars. 3 
| Fora light-house on or near Point Lobas, to 
mark the entrance to San Francisco bay, twenty- 
five thousand dollars. È 
i| For a light-house on Punta 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 


Oregon Territory.—For a light-house at Ump- 
i qua, in addition to the appropriation for that 
| Object, approved March third, eighteen hundred 


de los Reyes, 


9 : ii and fifty-one, ten thousand dollars. 
For a light-house, to mark the main entrance | 


to Timballier bay, and for coast purposes, fifteen | Blunt’s or Smith’s island, in the Straits of Fuca, 


| Washington Territory.—For a light-house on 


twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Fora light-house on Cape Shoalwater, at the 
y of that name, twenty-five 
thousand dollars. : 

For the two light-houses at Cape Flattery and 
New Dungeness, authorized by act of Congress, 
approved September twenty-eighth, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty, in addition to any balance that 
may remain in the Treasury of that appropriation 
i after the completion of the light at Cape Disap- 


| _ For buoys for the harbor and entrance te New 
| Dungeness, and for the anchorages on the coast of 
Puget’s Sound, five thousand dollars, ` 

| For buoys for the harbor and entrance to Shoal- 
water bay, three thousand dollars. 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sums 
appropriated by the acts approved March third, 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, and March third, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, for a light-house 
on Horseshoe Reef, Niagara river, New York, or 

any balance thereof remaining in the Treasury on , 
| the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
-four, be, and they are hereby, reappropriated for 


plan as may be determined to be most advisable. 
Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the ap- 


| 
i| the erection of a light-house at that point, on such 
| 


by, authorized to be employed in the erection of a 


more eligible site can be found for the interests of 
navigation on that Island, than on the adjacent one 
of Santa Cruz. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the See- 
i retary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au-. 
| thorized to cause the light to be discontinued, and: 
the light-house buildings and land belonging there- 

to, at Calumet, in the State of IHinois, to besold,- 
| and, on payment of the consideration-agreed for 
into the Treasury of the United States, to make, 
| execute, and deliver all needful conveyances. of 
the same, and the special jurisdiction of the Uni- 
; ted States over the same shall-thereafter cease. 
| Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the See- 
: retary-of the Treasury be, and is hereby, author- 
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to the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi, to |; 
cause the present light at that locality to be ex- | 


of the Alexandria and Washington Railroad into 


onging thereto to be sold, and upon the payments || j dia l 
longing i pan the District of Columbia, and conferring certain 


for the same being made, to execute and deliver |: 


if ed 
tinguished, and tower, buildings, and land be- | Pusric, LXV.—4n Act authorizing the Extension | some point above the navy-yard: Provided, how- 


Privileges on the Baltimore und Ohio Railroad 


all needful conveyances therefor; and the jurisdic- 
Company.. 


tion of the United States over said land shall ji 
thereafter cease and revere to the State of. Louisi 
ana. 


a careful hydrographical examination of the lo- |} Railroad Company, incorporated by the Legisla- 
cality, and the approaches thereto, shall have been | 
made, itis found that the light at the entrance to | i fifi k stru 
Vermillion bay, Louisiana, is not necessary for i| a railroad from Alexandria, in the State of Vir 
the navigation of that bay and the adjacent coasts, |; ginia, to the city of Washington, in the Distric 


it shali be extinguished; and the Secretary of the ʻi of Columbia, be, and are hereby, authorized to 


Treasury is authorized to cause the lands, and extend their road from any point on the Virginia | 
buildings belonging thereto to be sold, in the same i} side of the Potomac river to which said road may | 
manner as is provided in the fifth section of this |; be constructed, at or above the aqueduct of the ; 


` bill. || Alexandria canal, into the District of Columbia 
Suc. 7. And be it further enacted, That if pre- | connecting with the Baltimore and Washington 
liminary surveys are required to ascertain the: railroad depot by the most convenient and practi 
necessity for any light-house orother aid provided cable route or routes, passing through and along 
for in this bill, or to determine the proper site for ‘i 


exigency requires, the Secretary of the Treasury i| corporate authorities thereof may respectively ap 
shall cause the necessary examinations and Bure: 
veyson the sea-board to be made under the direc- 
tion of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, : 


and those on the northwestern lakes to be made 


expressed, 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That the Alex 
j| andria and Washington Railroad Company are 
under the direction of the Bureau of Topograph- |; hereby authorized to construct a bridge over the 
jen! Engineers; and in all cases in which adverse || Potomac river, on, or above, or west of the aque 
reports are made, they shall be submitted to Con- | duct of the Alexandria Canal Company: Provi- 
gresa nt its next session; and in all cases in which || ded, Said bridge shall only be built on or over the 
the objects authorized are favorably reported upon, |! piers of the aqueduct, with the consent of the 
the works shall be commenced immediately after | Alexandria Canal Company: nd provided fur 


i 
4 
i 


valid titles und State jurisdiction shall have been | ther, In constructing said bridge, and crossing the | 
: Chesapeake and Onio canal, said bridge and rail- | 
road shail be so constructed as not to injure orob- |! 


obtained to the sites. 
Arproven, August 3, 1854. 


struct the use or navigation of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal: dnd provided further, That this ac 
shall not prevent Congress trom giving like priv 


d 
Punic, LXUL— In Met to authorize the State of 

Illinois to select the residue of the Lands to which | 
she is entitled under the act of second of March, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, granting land 
to aid that State in opening a Canal to connect the 
waters of the Illinois rivéy with those of Luke Mich- 
igan. 

Be it enacted ®y the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentutines of the United States of America in Congre 
assembled, That the Governor of the State of Hli- 
nois is hereby authorized to cause to be selected, 


l 
i 


verson. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Alex- 


| hereby authorized to establish depots in the cities 


he corporate authorities thereof may respectively 
approve, and to lay u railroad track or tracks to 
such point or points within said cities,and through 


the balance of the land to which that State is enti- i; ee Bane such ee avenues; fais the 
tled under the provisions of the act of the second || * A ENAT mae CALLERS AS MAY i re: 
of March, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, TRAN haz cies and ba i AA au e 
granting land to aid that Siate in opening a canal |; HOS OF aad e rail ees b ERE p uen 
to connect the waters of the Hilinois river with those |, 08'S the said railroad company being subject to 


of Lake Michigan, out of any of the unsold publi 
land in the State subject to private entry at one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per aere, and not: 
claimed by preémption, the quantity to be ascer- 
tained upon the principles which governed the final ;' 
adjustment of the grant to the State of Indiana for || 
the Wabash and Erie canal, under the provisions į 
of the act of Congress approved the ninth of May, |! 

i 


fi 


‘eighteen hundred and forty-eight. H 
APPROVED, August 3, 1854. i 
—- | 

| 


Posie; LXTV.—.In Act to amend the provisions | to sue and be sued, to make contracts, and to pur- 


of the ffiy-sixth section of the act entitled ‘dln Aet ii chase and hold lands, so far as may be necessary | 


to regulate the Collection of Duties on Imports and i: fop carrying on the operations of the company, 


Tonnage,” approved the second day of March, one | and the service of process on the president, or any |: 


thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. | director of said company, or on the chief clerk in 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- :; attendance at the office of the company, shall en- 
sentatives of the United Stales of america in Congress |i title any party complaining to proceed against said 
assembled, That whenever merchandise shall here- :: company, as authorized under the laws of the 
after be imported into any port of the United i District of Columbia to proceed against chartered 
States from any foreign country, in vessels pro- :) companies within its limits. 
pelled in whole or in part by steam, and it shall! 
appear by the bills of lading that the merchandise | more and Ohio Railroad Company be, and it is 


so imported is to be delivered immediately after | hereby, anthovized to construct and extend the | 


the entry of the vessel, it shall be lawful for the 

collector of such port to take possession of such | 
merchandise, and deposit the same in bonded 
warehouse; and whenever it shall not appear by 
the bills of lading that the merchandise Imported 
as aforesaid is to be immediately delivered, it shall 
be jawful for the collector of the customs to take |; 
possession of the same, and deposit it in bonded | 
warehouse, at the request of the owner, master, | 
or consignee of the vessel, on inree daya’ notice 


| the said District, to some point on the Potomac 


n Virginia, for the purpose of forming a connec- 
ion with the said river, and the lines of railroads 
running south, subject to the provisions of its 


authorized to locate, construct, and operate the 
said extension hereby authorized, through such 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- ii 
|i sentatives of the United States of America in Congress : 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if, after || assembled, That the Alexandria and Washington | 
i 


ture of Virginia, on the twenty-seventh of Febru- ii 
i ary, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, to construct ! 


uch streets or avenues, except the Pennsylvania |; 
the same, or to ascertain more fully what the public i| avenue, of Washington and Georgetown as the |; 


rove, subject to certain provisions hereinafter 
s 4] | 


ileges to any other railroad company or any other | 


ii of Washington and Georgetown, at such points as |! 


such terms, conditious, restrictions, and taxation, |i 
and to such rules and regulations relative to the i| 


i| company shall keep an office within the city of i 
| Washington or Georgetown, and shall have power | 


Sec. 4. dnd be it further enacted, That the Balti- | 


| Washington branch of said road, according to | 
; such route as may be most convenient, through , 


i, river opposite to or near the city of Alexandria, | 


present charter; and the said company are hereby | 


| power to locate and establish depots, and erect the 
| necessary buildings thereon, and also to erect such 
wharves or piers into said river as may be neces- 
sary, provided the same shall not obstruct the 
navigation thereof: Provided further, ‘Chat the said 
ii Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company be subject 
to the sarne conditions and restrictions in extend- 
ing their road through any parts of the city of 
Washington, as are prescribed for the Alexandria 
and Washington Railroad Company: Provided, 
:) however, That this section shall remain suspended 
for two years, from the first day of January, 
ii eighteen hundred and fifty-five; and if, at the end 
of that time, the Alexandria and Washington 
i Railroad Company shall not have completed a 
railroad to Alexandria,and have the same in good 
| running order, in pursuance of the requirements 
| of the preceding sections of this bill, then the 
Baltimore and Obio Railroad Company shall have 
the privilege of extending their road by either of 
the routes authorized by this act: dnd provided 
further, That if said Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company shall not have executed so much of the 
provisions of this act as relates to their company 
i by the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
‘| filty-nine, then this act shall be void. s 
Arien. August 3, 1854. 


I 
i gation thereof. And said company shall have 


l Purne, LX VI.—An Act to constitute Cairo, in 
l the State of Illinois, a Port of Delivery. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
‘assembled, That Cairo, in the State of Illinois, 
shall be, and is hereby, constituted a port of de- 
livery, and shall be subject to the same regula- 
tions and restrictions as other ports of delivery 
: in the United States; and there shall be appointed 
| a surveyor of customs, to reside at said port, who 
' shall, in addition to his own duties, perform the 


|; Surveyor, prescribed by the act of Congress, ap- 
proved on the second of March, eighteen hundred 
i and thirty-one, providing for the payment of duties 
i on imported goods at certain ports therein men- 
i tioned, entitled **An act allowing the duties on for- 
eign merchandise imported into Pittsburg, Wheel- 
| ing, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, Nashville, 
‘and Natchez, to be secured and paid at those 
places,’ and the said city of Cairo, and the said port 
of delivery be, and is hereby, annexed to, and made 
part of, the collection district of New Orleans, 


{ 
il 


| and all the facilities and privileges afforded by 
| said act of Congress of the second March, eigh- 
| teen hundred and thirty-one, be, and hereby are, 
| extended to the said port of Cairo. 

Aprrovep, August 3, 1854. 


| Praiic, LXVH.—An Act constituting San Pedro, 
| in the State of California, a Port of Entry and De- 
livery. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That the counties of Los Angeles, Santa 

! Barbara, and San Bernardino, in the State of Cal- 
‘| ifornia, be, and they are hereby, made a collection 
. district, to be called the district of San Pedro; and 
San Pedro, in said district, shall be, and is hereby, 
made the port of entry for said district. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a col- 
lector shall be appointed for said district, who 
shall reside at San Pedro. The said collector 
shall be allowed three thousand dollars perannum, 
i with additional maximum compensation of two 
thousand dollars per annum, should his emolu- 


ments and fees provided by law amount to that 

sum. i 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That Santa 

Barbara, in said district, shall remain a port of 

| delivery therein in the same manner as it now 

i, constitutes a port of delivery in the district of 

i San Diego. : 

| Approven, August 3, 1854. 

i Purre, LX VIU.—4n Aet to authorize the State of 

Wisconsin to select the residue of the Landa to which 


A i t duties and receive the salary and emoluments of ` 
andria and Washington Railroad Company are i y 


C 
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she is entilled under the act of eighth of August, 

eighteen hundred and forty-six, for the Improve- 

ment of the Fox and Wisconsin. Rivers. s 

Be it enacted. by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Governor of the State of Wis- 


consin is hereby authorized to cause to be selected į; 


the balance of the land to which that State is en- 
titled under the provisions of the act of the eighth 
August, eighteen hundred and forty-six, granting 
land to aid the Territory of Wisconsin in the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and 
to connect the same by a canal, out of any of the 
unsold public lands in said State subject to private 
entry at one dollar and twenty-five cents per): 
acre, and not claimed by preémption; the quantity 
to be ascertained upon the principles which gov- 
erned the final adjustment of the grant to the State 
of Indiana for the Wabash and Erie canal, under 
the provisions of the act of Congress approved the | 
ninth of May, eighteen hundred and forty-eight. 
Aprroven, August 3, 1854. 


Pysiic, LXIX.—An Met to vest in the several 
States and Territories the title in fee of the Lands 
which have been or may be certified to them. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre: 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That in all cases where lands have been, 
or shall hereafter be, granted by any law of Con- 
gress to any one of the several States and Terri- 
tories, and where said law does not convey the 
fee-simple title of such lands, or require patents 
to be issued therefor, the lists of such Jands which 
have been, or may hereafter be certified by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, under 
the seal of said office, either as originals, or copies 
of the originals or records, shall be regarded as | 
conveying the fee-simple of all the lands embraced | 
in such lists that are of the character contemplated į 


by such act of Congress, and intended to be |} 


granted thereby; but where lands embraced in 

such lists are not of the character embraced by 

such acts of Congress, and are not intended to be 
granted thereby, said lists, so faras these lands 
are concerned, shall be. perfectly null and void, | 
and no right, title, claim, or interest, shall be con- 
veyed thereby. 

Approven, August 3, 1854. 

Pusuc, LX X.—An Act to constitute Palatka and 
Bayport, in the State of Florida, Ports of Delivery, 
respectively, and Keokuk and Dubuque, in the 
State of Iowa. : 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Palatka and Bayport, in the State | 
of Florida, shall be, and are hereby, created ports 
of delivery, respectively, and shall be subject to 
the same regulations and restrictions as other ports 
of delivery in the United States; and there shall 
be appointed a surveyor of the customs, to reside 
at each of said ports, who shall, in addition to his 
own daties, also perform the duties and receive 
the salary and emoluments of surveyors prescribed 
by the act of Congress passed on the second day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
one, providing for the payment of duties on*im- 
ported goods, at certain ports therein mentioned, 
the same being entitled ‘ An act allowing the du- 
ties on foreign merchandise imported into Pitts- 
burg, Wheeling, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, 
Nashville, and Natchez, to be secured and paid at 
those places,’’and said Palatka be made a part and 
annexed to the collection district of St. John’s, in 
gaid State; and said Bayport be made a part and 


annexed to the collection district of St. Mark’s, in |; 


said State of Florida; and all the privileges and 
facilities aforded to Pittsburg, Wheeling, Cincin- 
nati, Louisville, St. Louis, Nashville, and Natchez, 
by the act of Congress aforesaid, be, and the same 
are hereby, extended to the said ports of Palatka 
and Bayport. 

Sec. 2. And be if further enacted, That Keokuk 
and Dubuque, in the State of Iowa, be, and hereby 
are, constituted ports of delivery within the col- 
lection district of New Orleans, and there shal] be 
appointed a surveyor of the customs for each of : 
said ports, who shall be residents thereat; said | 
surveyors shall perform the duties and receive the | 
salary and emoluments prescribed by the act of | 
Congress approved on the second day of March, | 
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eighteen hundred and thirty-one, ented “ An act |! 


| allowing the duties on foreign merchandise im- | 


| ported into Pittsburg, Wheeling, Cincinnati, Lou- 


j isville, St. Louis, Nashville, and Natchez, to be 


secured and paid at those places. 
Approven, August 3, 1854. 


Pusuic, LXXI.—n Act to Incorporate the Na- 
tional Hotel Company of Washington City. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That George H: Culvert, Charles B. 
Calvert, Roger C. Weightman, Philip Otterback, 
John Withers, Richard H. Stuart, and Joseph 
Bryan, and those who may hereafter become 
members of the company hereinafter mentioned, 
and their successors, be, and they are hereby, 
created and declared to be a body-politic and cor- 
porate, by the name and style of the National 
Hotel Company of Washington City; and, by 


i! the name aforesaid, to have perpetual succession, 


with power to sue and be sued, and to make and 
| use a common seal, and to make and repeal rules 
| and by-laws for the good government of said com- 
pany; and also to hold, use, and enjoy, in fee- 
simple, or for any lesser estate, the lots and par- 


of Washington, being lots 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
and parts of lots 7 and 14, in square 491, on the 


denominated as the National Hotel; and also any 


i| additional lots or parts of lots, adjoining the said 
‘| property, which may be hereafter acquired by 


said company, and also the improvements, fix: 
| tures, conveniences, and advantages erected on 
said lots or parcels of ground appurtenant thereto, 


tal stock of said company shall be five hundred 
thousand dollars; to be divided into five thousand 


distributed among the parties interested in the 
| said lots of ground and premises, in such manner 
as shall be agreed upon between them; and every 
person, copartnership, 
shall be a proprietor of on 

by virtue thereof, be a member of said: corpora- 
tion, and shall be entitled, at all meetings of the 
| stockholders for the election of officers, or for any 
other purpose, to one vote, in person or by proxy, 
for every share of the stock so held. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the af- 


stockholders present, or a majority in amount 
thereof, on the first Monday of November, in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and on the 
first Monday of November in each succeeding 
year, or within thirty days thereafter, and shall 


i are chosen; and that the election in November 
| next shall be held by the persons named in the 
first section of this act, or a majority of them, 
and every subsequent election shall be held by the 
president and directors of said company. 

Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
president and directo 


vacancies which shal 


I occur in their own body 
the evidence of ownership and mode of transfer 


shall keep full records of their proceedings, which 
shall be open to the inspection of the stockholders 
at all times, and shall report at least annually, a 
statement of their affairs ta the stockholders, and 


exercise all the power and privileges of the còr- 
poration necessary or proper to promote the ob- 
jects thereof. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
shares of the capital stock of said company shall 
be deemed personal estate, and that special meet- 
ings of the stockholders may be called by the 
president and directors, or by any number, not 
less than one third in amount of shares of the 
stockholders, at which meeting members present, 
and representing a majority of the w 
| stock, shall be a quorum for the transaction o 
business; and the stockholders at such meetings, 
‘or at any general annual meeting, where such 
majority of stock is represented, shall have full 
| power to alter or repeal any by-law or regulation 
made by the president and directors, and may 
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cels of ground and premises, situated in the city ; 


| plat of said city, upon which are now erected the | 
house or buildings and appurtenances known and | 


| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the capi- | 


shares of one hundred dollars each, and shall be ; 
or corporation, who is or | 


e or more shares shall, |; 


fairs of the said company shal! be conducted by | 
a president and six directors, to be elected by the į 


| continue in office for one year, and until successors į 


rs shall have power to fill all | 
during their continuance in office, and to prescribe |; 


of shares of stock in said company; and they |: 


shall declare dividends of the profits, or any part |: 
thereof, at their discretion, and generally may | p 


hole capital į! 
fi 


make. new rules and by-laws, which-shall.be bind- 
ing on the said president and directors: Provided, 
i That the same be-not.contrary to ‘the provisions 
i of this act. i i ; 
~ Sec. 6- Ind be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to exempt 
i the property of said corporation from such. tax- 
i ation as similar property, belonging to.any other 
| individual or corporation, is subject to. 
_ Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed. to. duthor- 
| ize the said company to exercise banking priy 
| ileges, or to issue.any note in the form of a. bank 
note, or certificate payable to bearer. i 
Sec, 8. And be it further enacted, That each of 
the stockholders in the National Hotel Company 
of Washington City shall be held liable in his or 
| her individual capacity. for. all the debts and lia- 
i bilities of the said company, however contracted 
| or incurred, to be recovered by: suit as other-debts 
| or liabilities, before the court or tribunal having 
jurisdiction of the case. È ‘ 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it may 
be lawful for Congress hereafter. to-alter, amend, 
change, or repeal the foregoing act. 


Avproven, August 3, 1854. 


Mot 


Pusric, LXXIN.—An Act making Appropriations 
for the Civil and Diplomatic Expenses of Govern- 
ment for the year ending the.thirtieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and for other 
purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and. Howse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the objects hereafter ex pressed, for the fiscal year 
ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five, namely: 

Legislative. . E 

For compensation and mileage of Senators, one 
hundred and six thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-two dollars and eighty cents. oe 

For compensation and mileage of members of 
the House of Representatives and Delegates from 
Territories, three hundred and forty-four thou- 
i sand eight hundred dollars. soe 
| For compensation of the officers, clerks, mes» 
sengers, and others receiving an annyal salary, in 
the service of the Senate, fifty-seven thousand and 
ten dollars. 4 

For compensation of the officers and clerks of 
the House of Representatives, thirty-four thou- 
sand four hundred and sixty dollars. : 

For contingent expenses of the Senate, viz: 

For binding, thirty-five thousand dollars. 

For lithographing and engraving, forty-five 
thousand dollars. 

For books, ten thousand dollars. 

For stationery, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For newspapers, two thousand six hundred dol- 
i lars. 
| For Congressional Globe, and binding the same, 
|| sixty-five thousand dollars. 
| For reporting proceedings, thirteen thousand 
|| dollars. 

For clerks to committees, pages, police, horses 
d carry-alls, thirty thousand dollars. 


H 


i} an 


For miscellaneous items, thirty thousand dol- 
lars. Š 


i 


i 
i 


ii octavo to quar 
H prices to be pai 
‘| exceed, pro rala, 
| act of August th 
i for the printing of congressional 


i and fifty-two, 
documents. 
For the contingent expenses of the House of 
Representatives, viz: 
For binding documents, thirty-nine thousand 
three hundred and seventy-five dollars. 
For furniture and repairs, three thousand eight 
ollars. 
fifteen thousand 
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|| hundred and seventy-five d 
| or stationery for members, 
|; dollars. 

| For twenty-one messengers, 


| dollars. 


twenty thousand 


For horses and carriages, four thousand and 
fifteen dollars. 

For fuel, oil and candles, three thousand dol- 
lars. 

For newspapers for members, twelve thousand 

‘five hundred dollars. 

For engraving and lithographing, seventy thou- 
sand dollars. z 

For Capital police, three thousand five hundred 
and sixty dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, twenty thousand dol- 
ars. 

For messenger in charge of Hall, one thousand 
four hundred and fifty dollars. 

Fortwo messengers in Clerk ’s office, three thou- 
gand dollars. 

For saddle horses, eight hundred dollars. | 

For laborers, two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars. 

For pages, four thousand five hundred dollars. 

For folding documents, seven thousand five 
hundred dollars. i 

For paper and printing of the House, one hun- | 
dred and twelve thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-one dollars. 

Library of Congress. 

For compensation of librarian, two assistant 
librarians, and messenger, four thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. | 

For contingent expenses of said library, one 
thousand dollars. 

For purchase of books for said library, five 
thousand dollars. 

For purchase of law books for said library, two 
thousand dollars. 

For the completion and the publication of the 
works of Thomas Jefferson, and pay of the editor | 
We said work, seven thousand two hundred dol- 
ars. | 

To enable the Joint Committee on the Library | 
of Congress to replace the seven volumes and atlas | 
of the Exploring Expedition, destroyed by the 
burning of the library and the plate and other 
property destroyed by the fire in Philadelphia, 
including binding, nine thousand and ten dollars 
and seventy-five cents. 


Executive, 

For compensation of the President of the United | 
States, twenty-five thousand dollars, 
Por compensation of secretary to sign patents 
for lands, one thousand five hundred dollars. | 


Department of State. i 
for compensation of the Secretary of State and 
Assisiant Secretary of State, clerks, messenger, 
and assistant messenger in his oflice, thirty-eight 
thousand seven hundred dollars. | 


For the Incidental and Contingent Expenses of said 
Department. 

For publishing the laws in pamphlet form, and 
in the newspapers of the States and Territories, 
and inthe city of Washington, eighteen thousand | 
five hundred and twenty-five dollars. : 

And such sum sball be paid for publishing the | 
laws in California, Oregon, and Washington, as | 
the Secretary of State may deem reasonable, 

For proof-reading, packing, and distributing | 
Jaws and documents, including cases, labor, and | 
transportation, ten thousand dollars. 

For stationery, blank books, binding, labor and | 
attendance, furniture, fixtures, repairs, painting | 
and glazing, four thousand four hundred dollars. 

For copperplate printing, books and maps, one 
thousand dollars. 

For newspapers, four hundred dollars. 

For extra clerk hire and copying, two thousand 
dollars. 4 

Said clerks to be employed only during the ses- | 
sion of Congress, or when indispensably neces- | 
sary, to enable the Department to answer some | 
call made by either House of Congress at one ses- : 
sion to be answered at another. ; 

For miscellaneous items, one thousand dollars. ; 

For purchasing for the use of the State Depart- | 
ment, one hundred copies of Little & Brown’s 
edition of the United States Statutes at Large, and | 
the same number of the pamphlet laws of the | 
Thirty-Third Congress, three thousand five hun- | 
dred and seventy-five dollars, : 

For the purchase of fifty sets of Howard’s Re- 
ports of the Decisions of the Supreme Court of! 
the United States, three thousand five hundred | 
dollars. : 


For the purchase of copies of the Reports of 
Supreme Court and Opinions of the Attorneys 
General of the United States for the executive 
offices of the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, 
four hundred and fifty dollars. 

Northeast Execulive Building. 

For compensation of the superintendent and 
four watchmen of the northeast Executive Build- 
ing, two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For contingent expenses of said building, viz: 

For fuel, light, labor, and repairs, three thou- 

sand three hundred dollars, 


Treasury Department. 


-For compensation of the Secretary of the: 
Treasury and Assistant Secretary of the Treas- : 


ury, clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger 
in his office, fifty-two thousand two hundred and 
fifty dollars. 


For compensation of the First Comptroller, and | 
the clerks and messenger in his office, twenty- | 


four thousand five hundred dollars. 


For compensation of the Second Comptroller, : 


and the clerksand messenger in his office, twenty- | 


five thousand five hundred dollars. 


For compensation of the First Auditor, and the ; 


clerks and messenger, and assistant messenger in 
his office, thirty thousand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the Second Auditor, and 
the clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in 
his office, thirty-one thousand seven hundred dol- 
lars. 

For compensation of the Third Auditor, and 
the clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in 
his office, sixty-six thousand nine hundred and 
fifty dollars. 


For compensation to temporary clerks, em- || 


ployed in the office of the Third Auditor on 
bounty-land service, and arrears of pay, twenty- 


nine thousand six hundred and eight dollars: Pro- | 


vided, That no clerk shall receive more than at 
the rate of one thousand dollars per annum under 
this act, except one, whose salary shall be six- 
teen hundred dollars per annum, and four whose 
compensation shall be four dollars per day. 


For compensation of the Fourth Auditor, and | 


the clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in 


his office, twenty-five thousand two hundred © sand and fifty dollars. 


dollars. 

For compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, twelve thousand 
three hundred dollars. 


For compensation of the Auditor of the Post ; 
Office Department, and the clerks, messenger, and | 


assistant messenger in his office, one hundred | 


and thirty thousand six hundred dollars. 


For compensation of the Treasurer of the Uni- | 
ted States, and the clerks, messenger, and an assist: | 
ant messenger in his office, twenty-one thousand | 


five hundred dollars—the office of assistant mes- | 
senger being hereby created, at an annual salary į 


of five hundred dollars. 


For compensation of the Register of the Treas- | 
ury, and theclerks, messenger, and assistant mes- 
sengers in his office, forty-one thousand seven ; 


hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treas- 
ury, and theclerks and messengers in his office, 
twelve thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, and the clerks and messenger in his office, 
seventeen thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger 
of the Light-Flouse Board, seven thousand six 
hundred dollars. 


| Contingent Expenses of the Treasury Department. ' 
5 yY Ae 


For labor, blank books, stationery, binding, - 


sealing ships’ registers, translating foreign lan- 


guages, advertising, and extra clerk hire for pre- : 


paring and collecting information to be laid before 
Congress—said clerks to be employed only during 
the session of Congress, or when indispensably 


necessary to enable the Department to answer : 


some call made by either House of Congress at 


one session to be answered at another; and no ' 


such extra clerk shall receive more than three dol- : 


| lars thirty-three and one third cents per day for 


the time actually and necessarily employed—ten : 


thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 


For miscellaneous items, two thousand eight : 


hundred dollars. 
In the office of the First Comptroller: 
For furniture, blank books, binding, stationery, 


sand four hundred dollars, 


In the office of the Second Comptroller: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, pay for 
the National Intelligencer and Union, to be filed 
and preserved for the use of the office, seven hun- 
dred dollars. 

For labor, office furniture, and miscellaneous 
items, eight hundred dollars. 

In the office of the First Auditor: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, 
and cases for records and official papers, one thou- 
sand two hundred dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, including subscription 


| for the Union and Natjonal Intelligencer, to be 


filed for the use of the office, three hundred dollars, 
In the office of the Second Auditor: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, 
office furniture, and miscellaneous items, including 
two of the daily city newspapers, to be filed, 
bound, and preserved for the use of the ofice, one 
thousand two hundred dollars. a 

In the office of the Third Auditor: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, office fur- 


ii niture, carpeting, labor, two newspapers, the 


Union and Intelligencer, preserving files and pa- 
pers, expenses of bounty-land service, miscella- 
neous items, and arrearages, four thousand five 
hundred dollars. 
In the office of the Fourth Auditor: 
For stationery, books, and binding, six hun- 
dred dollars. 
For labor, one hundred dollars. . 
For miscellaneous items, two hundred dollars, 
In the office of the Fifth Auditor: 
For blank books, binding, and stationery, two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 
For hire of laborers, three hundred dollars, 
For miscellaneous items, including purchase of 


| new furniture, five hundred dollars. 


In the office of the Auditor of the Post Office 
Department: 

For labor, stationery, blank books, (including 

forty large ledgers,) binding and ruling, ten thou- 


For miscellaneous items, file-boards, repairs, 


| eases, and desks for safe-keeping of papers, new 


furniture, lights, washing towels, ice, horse for 
messenger, telegraphic dispatches, and stoves, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 


In the office of the Treasurer: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, 
and miscellaneous items, one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 


In the office of the Register: 

For ruling and full binding twenty-three books 
for recording the collectors’ quarterly abstracts 
of the commerce and navigation, and blank ab- 
stracts for their use, one thousand five hundred 


|| dollars. 


For blank books, binding, and stationery, one 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For labor and other miscellaneous items, in- 
cluding carpeting, office furniture, and for addi- 
tional cases for filing the accounts of the First 
Auditor, two thcusand five hundred dollars. 

For arranging and binding canceled marine 
papers, returned by the collectors of the customs, 
one thousand dollars. 

In the office of the Solicitor: 

For blank books, binding and stationery, one 
thousand dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, two hundred dollars. 

For statutes and law reports, including those of 
the several States, one thousand dollars. 


In the office of the Commissioner of Customs: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, and labor, 
one thousand seven hundred dollars. 
For miscellaneous items, three hundred- dollars. 
Light-House Board. 
For blank books, binding, and stationery, two 


‘| hundred and fifty dollars, 


For miscellaneous expenses, three hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

For postage, one hundred and twenty dollars. 
For the General Purposes of the Southeast Executive 
Building. 

For compensation of eight watchmen of the 
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southeast. Executive Building, four. thousand eight E t : i For. extra.clerk-hirey.one thousand fivehurdred 
hundred dollars. . : For miscellaneous items, five thousand dollars. || dollars. : Soe Guetiy aha ae eat 

For contingent expenses of said building, viz: || i For compensation. of laborers, fifteen ‘hundred ! pr books, maps, ang plans; one:thoasand.del- 

; ollars. n bars. ~ 


Fuel, labor, hghts, repairs, and miscellaneous, | 


fourteen thousand five hundred-dollars. 
For rent of building occupied in part by the 


Attorney General, and in part by the First Aud- | 


itor of the Treasury, three thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For fuel, watching, and miscellaneous items for 
the game, five thousand dollars. 

For rent of the building occupied by the Third 
Auditor of the Treasury, six hundred dollars. 

For fuel, watching, labor, light, and other mis- 
cellaneous items for the same, three thousand four 
hundred dollars. 


For rent of the building occupied by the Fifth | 
|i teen thousand dollars of the appropriation made 
by the act approved thirty-first of May, eighteen | 


Auditor of the Treasury, eight hundred dollars. 
For fuel, watching, light, and other miscellane- 


ous items for the same, three thousand two hun- | 


dred dollars. 
Department of the Interior. 


_ For compensation of the Secretary of the Inte- | 
rior, and the clerks, messengers, and laborers in | 
his office, twenty-nine thousand eight hundred | 


dollars. 
Contingent expenses of said office: 


For books, stationery, furniture, and other į 


contingencies, three thousand seven hundred dol- 
lars. 


For library, books, and maps, one thousand : 


dollars. 


For compensation of the Commissioner of the ! 


General Land Office, and the recorder, draughts- 
man, assistant draughtsman, clerks, messengers, 
assistant messengers, and packers in his office, 
one hundred and thirty-nine thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 
For contingent expenses of said office: 

For compensation of six laborers, three thou- 
sand dollars. - 

For cash system and military patents, under 


laws prior to twenty-eighth of September, one : 
thousand eight hundred and fifty; patents and | 


other records; tract-books and blank. books for 


repairs of same, and miscellaneous items, twenty- 


three thousand five hundred and twenty-five dol- || 


lars. 


second of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-two, and act of thirty-first of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, for the sat- 


isfaction of Virginia land warrants, twenty thou- | 


sand dollars. 

:For compensation of the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, and the clerks, messenger, and as- 
sistant messenger in his office, twenty-seven thou- 
sand eight hundred dollars, 


Contingent expenses of said office: 


For blank books, binding, and stationery, nine | fory thousand dollars. 


hundred dollars. 
For labor, three hundred dollars. ` 


For miscellaneous items, eight hundred dollars. | 
For rent of building on Seventh street, for the | 
office of Indian affairs, commencing the twelfth ; 


of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, at twelve 
hundred dollars per annum, one thousand two 


hundred and sixty-three dollars and thirty-three | his office, nine thousand five hundred and ninety- 


| 
i five dollars. : | 
1 


cents. 


For compensation of four watchmen for build- ; 
ing occupied by the office of Indian affairs, com- | 
mencing the fifteenth of June, eighteen hundred | 
and fifty-four, two thousand five hundred dollars. | 

Wor fuel and lights, and necessary fixtures for į 
warming.and lighting the rooms occupied by the | 
office of Indian affairs, six hundred and sixteen | 


dollars. 


For compensation of the Commissioner of Pen- | 
sions, and the clerks and four messengers in his | 


: : rae Li 
office, ninety-seven thousand eight hundred do fifty dollars, 


lars. 
Contingent expenses of said office: 


For engraving and printing bounty land certifi- i! 


cates, five thousand dollars. 
For stationery, three thousand dollars. 
For binding books, two thousand dollars. 


i Patent Office, and for supplying a deficiency in.) 


| be, and the saraeis hereby, authorized to be trans- | 


| cies of the public service, and to be employed in 
|| transcribing field notes of surveys for the purpose: 


For the General Purposes of the Department of the 
Interior. i 

For compensation of four watchmen for. the: 
eastern wing of the Patent Office, occupied by the! 
Secretary of the Interior, two thousand four han- | 
dred dollars. 


‘For the purchase of books for the library.of the | 


former appropriations, the sum of five thousand | 
dollars, to be paid out of the patent fund. 

‘To reimburse the patent fund for expenses al- | 
ready. incurred. and paid for furnishing the new 
wing of the Patent Office Building, the sum of six- | 


hundred and fifty-four, for furnishing said wing, 


Treasury tothe credit of the patent fund. 

For contingent expenses of said building, viz: | 

For labor, fuel, lights, and incidental expenses, 
two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the preservation of the collections of the | 

Exploring Expedition: | 

For compensation of keepers, watchmen, and | 

laborers, two thousand nine hundred and eighty | 

dollars. 
For contingent expenses, one hundred dollars. 


| 
| 
3 
ferred by the proper accounting officers of the | 
i 


Surveyors General and their Clerks. | 
For compensation of the surveyor general north- | 
west of the Ohio, and the clerks in his office, eight ` 
thousand three hundred dollars. ; 
For compensation. of the surveyor general of | 
Illinois and Missouri, and the clerks in his office, ' 
five thousand eight hundred and twenty dollars. 
For compensation of the surveyor general of 
Louisiana, and the clerks in his office, four thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 


| 
| 
| 
For compensation of the surveyor general of | 


: | five hundred dollars. 
this and the district land offices; binding plats || 


Florida, and the clerks in his office, five thousand || 
| 
and field notes; stationery, office furniture, and 


For compensation of the surveyor general of 
Wisconsin and Lowa, and the clerks in his office, ; 
eight thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the surveyor general of | 


i| Arkansas, and the clerks in his office, eight thou- ; 
For contingent expenses, in addition, under | | 
swamp land act of twenty-eighth of September, | 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty; military | 
bounty acts of twenty-eighth of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and. fifty, and twenty- | 


sand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the surveyor general of 
Oregon, and the clerks in his office, seven thou- | 
sand five hundred dollars. i 

For compensation of the surveyor general of | 
California, and the clerks in his office, eighteen , 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the surveyor general of | 
Washington Territory, and the clerks in his office, 


li seven thousand five hundred dollars. 


For clerks in the offices of the surveyor general, 
including the offices in Oregon and California, to 
be apportioned to them according to the exigen- 


of preserving them at the seat of Government, 


For salary of the recorder of land titles in Mis- ; 
souri, five hundred dollars. : 
For compensation of the Commissioner of Pub- | 
lic Buildings, and the clerk in his office, three 
thousand two hundred dollars. 
For compensation of the Superintendent of the ; 
Public Printing, and the clerks and messengers in | 


Contingent expenses of said office: 
For advertising for proposals. for paper, one ; 
thousand dollars. i 


For blank books, stationery, postage, and mis- 


cellaneous items, one hundred dollars, 
War Department. 


his office, twenty thousand seven hundred and 


Contingent expenses of said office: 


For blank books, stationery, and labor, one | 
| thousand four hundred and fifty dollars. 


For miscellaneous items, five hundred and fifty 


! dollars. 


For compensation ofthe clerks and messenger 
in the office of the Adjutant Gereral, elever thou- 
sand six: hundred dollars: gh ed ol et 

Contingent expenses of said office: 

‘For blank books, binding, and stationery, six 
hundred dollars. i j 2 

For miscellaneous items; inclading ofte farni- 
ture, six hundred-dollars: í Pee iig 

For compensation of the clerks and mexsénger 


|| in the office’of the Quartermaster General, four- 


teen:thousand dollars. i 

For compensation of the-clerks and messenger 
in the office of clothing and equipage; Philadel- 
phia, four thousand- and forty dollars: 

Contingent expenses of the office of the Quar- 
termaster General, including the office at 
Philadelphia: 

For blank books, binding, and stationery, seven 


i| hundred dollars. : 


For labor, one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, four hundred dollars... 

For office rent at Philadelphia, five hundred dol-, 
lars. . eer 

For compensation of clerks and messenger in 


|| the office of the Payniaster General, ten thousand 


nine hundred dollars, 

For compensation of the’ clerks and messenger 
in the office of the Commissary Generst of Sab- 
sistence, eight thousand dollars: 

Contingent expenses of said office: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, adver- 

tising, labor, and miscellaneous, three thougand 


i| one hundred and fifty dollars. 


For compensation of theclerks and messenger 
in the office of the Chief Engineer, seven thou- 
sand four hundred dollars. 

Contingent expenses of said office: 

For blank books, binding, and stationery, four 
hundred dollars.. . 

For miscellaneous items, including subscription 
to two daily Washington newspapers, five hun- 
dred-dollars. ` i ; 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger 


i| inthe office of the Surgeon General, four thou- 


sand four hundred dollars. 
Contingent expenses of ‘said office: 

For blank books, binding, and stationery, two 
hundred dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, two hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. . 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger 
in the office of the Colonel of Topographical En- 
gineers, five thousand: six: hundred dollars: 

Contingent'expenses of said office: ; 

For blank’ books, binding, stationery, and la- 
bor, one thousand and fifty dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the clerks and messehger 
in the office of the Colonel of Ordnance, ten thou- 
sand four hundred dollars, i 

For compensation of the clerk and messenger. 
in the office of the Commanding General, one 
thousand seven hundred dollars. ; 

Contingent expenses of said officet 

For miscellaneous-items, three hundred dollars. 

For the General Purposes of the Northwest Executive 
Building. : 

For compensation of four watchmen of the 
northwest Executive Building, two thousand four 
hundred dollars. 

For contingent expensey of said building, viz: 

For labor, fuel, and light, two thousand four 
hundred dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, one thousand six hun- 
dred. dollars. 

For rent of house on northwest corner of F and 


|| Seventeenth streets, or such other building as the 


‘| Secretary of War may select, and warming all 
For compensation of the Secretary of War, and | S y if ; 


i 
the clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in i 
| 
| 
i 
i 


the rooms in it, twenty-one thousand eight hun= 
dred and seventy-five dollars: Provided, That the. 
Secretary of War be authorized. to purchase the 
said building at-a sum not exceeding two hundred 


i| thousand dollars. 


For compensation of superintendent and four 
watchmen of the building on the corner of F and 
Seventeenth. streets, two thousand-six hundred 
dollars. . 
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For contingent expenses of said building, viz: 
For miscellaneous items, including labor, one 
thousand four hundred dollars. 


Nuvy Department. 

For compensation of the Secretary of the Navy, 
and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
ger in his office, twenty-seven thousand one hun- 
dred dollars. 


Contingent expenses of said office: ‘ 

For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, 
newspapers, periodicals, and miscellaneous items, 
two thousand eight hundred and forty dollars. 

For compensation of the chief of the Bureau of 
Ordnance and Hydrography, and the clerks and 
messenger in his office, ten thousand eight hun- 
dred dollars, 

Contingent expenses of said office: 

For blank books and stationery, five hundred 
dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, two hundred and fifty 
dollars. 


6 


For compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of i 
Navy-Yards and Docks, and of the civil engineer, `; 


clerks, and messenger in his office, thirteen thou- 
sand seven hundred dollars. 


Contingent expenses of said office: 

For labor, three hundred and sixty dollars. 

For stationery, books, plans, drawings, and in- 
cidental items, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Construction, Equipment, and Repairs, and of the 
chief naval constructor, engineer-in-chief, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, twenty thou- 
sand eight hundred dollars. : 


Contingent expenses of said office: 


For blank books, binding, stationery, and mis- 
celiaveous items, eight hundred dollars. 
For labor, three hundred dollars. 


For compensation of the clerks and messenger | 


inthe Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, seven 
thousand three hundred dollars, 
Contingent expenses of said bureau: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, and 
miscellaneous items, seven hundred and seventy 
dollars, 


For compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of | 


Medicine and Surgery, and the clerks and mes- 


senger in his office, seven thousand nine hundred | 


dollars. f 
Contingent expenses of said office: 
F'or labor, one hundred and eighty dollars. 
For blank books and stationery, three hundred 
and fifty dollars, 

For miscellaneous items, one hundred dollars. 
For the General Purposes of the Southwest Executive 
Building. 

For compensation of four watchmen of the 


s 
% 


southwest. Executive Building, two thousand four | 


hundred dollars. 


For contingent expenses of said building, viz: 

For labor, fuel, lights, and miscellaneous items, 
three thousand eight hundred and sixty-five dol- 
lars. 

Post Office Department. 

For compensation of the Postmaster General, 
three Assistant Postmasters General, 
clerks, messenger, assistant messengers, and 
watchmen of said Department, one hundred and 
twenty-four thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation of temporary clerks necessa- 
rily employed from the ninth of May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth 


of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- i; 


four, one thousand four hundred and fifty dollars 
and ninety-eight cents. 


Contingent expenses of said Department: 


labor, day watchmen, and for miscellaneous, thir- 
teen thousand two hundred dollars. 

For repairs of the General Post Office Building, 
for office furniture, glazing, painting, whitewash- 


ing, and for keeping the fire-places and furnaces | 


in order, two thousand five hundred dollars. 


For paper and printing for the Executive De- 


partments, including paper, printing, and binding 
the annual “ Statement of Commerce and Naviga 


tion,” and paper and printing the annual “t Esti- |} 


and the | 


i dollars. 


| thousand dollars. 


ii thousand dollars. 


| thousand seven hundred dollars. 


mates of Appropriations,” thirty thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 
Mint of the United States at Philadelphia. 

For salaries of the director, treasurer, assayer, 
melter and refiner, chief coiner, and engraver, 
assistant assayer, assistant melter and refiner, and 
seven clerks, twenty-four thousand nine hundred 
dollars. 

For wages for workmen, seventy-two thousand 
dollars. 

For specimens of ores and coins, to be reserved 
at. the Mint, three hundred dollars. 

For transportation of bullion from New York 
assay office to the United States Mint for coinage, 
eighteen thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses, in- 
cluding acids, copper, zinc, salt, fuel, melting- 
pots, and other materiais, and wastage of gold 
and silver, being 
funds, fifty-six thousand dollars. 

At New Orleans. 

For salaries of superintendent, treasurer, as- 
sayer, coiner, melter, and refiner, and three clerks 
seventeen thousand three hundred dollars. 

For wages of workmen, in addition to other 
available funds, thirty-two thousand six hundred 
and seventeen dollars and forty-five cents. | 

For wastage and incidental expenses, in addi- | 
tion to other available funds, seventy thousand 
and eighty-two dollars and fifty-five cents, 

For rebuilding portions of the walls, and com- 
plete repairs of the building of the branch Mint 
at New Orleans, thirty-seven thousand dollars. 


At Charlotte, North Carolina. | 
For salaries of superintendent, coiner, assayer, | 


! and clerk, six thousand dollars. i 


For wages of workmen, three thousand five | 
hundred dollars. | 

For incidental and contingent expenses, includ- |: 
ing pay of two watchmen, two thousand one hun- |; 
dred dollars, it 

AL Dahlonega, Georgia. 

For salaries of superintendent, coiner, assayer, 
and clerk, six thousand dollars. 

For wages of workmen, three thousand six hun- 
dred (dollars.] 

For incidental and contingent expenses, includ- 
ing fuel, materials, stationery, repairs, wastage, 
and purchase of new scales, two thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

At San Francisco, California. 

For salaries of superintendent, treasurer, as- 
sayer, melter and refiner, coiner, and five clerks, 
twenty-eight thousand dollars. 

For wages of workmen, seventy-eight thousand 


For incidental and contingent expenses, ten 


Assay Office, New York. j 
For salaries.of officers and clerks, twenty-five |: 
thousand five hundred dollars, 
For wages of workmen, thirty thousand dollars, |i 
For incidental and contingent expenses, fifty- į 
nine thousand three hundred dollars. 
Government in the Territories. 
TERRITORY OF OREGON. 
For salaries of Governor, three judges, and sec- 
retary, ten thousand five hundred dollars. y 
That George L. Curry, Secretary of Oregon, | 
be allowed and paid the salary of Governor forand | 
during the time he discharged the duties of Gov- | 
ernor, in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-three. : 
For contingent expenses of said Territory, one | 
thousand five hundred dollars. 
For compensation and mileage of the members 


HI 
ie 
H 
ji 


: of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and 
‘contingent expenses of the Assembly, twenty 


agit : ii thousand dollars. i 
For blank books, binding and stationery, fuel || 


for the General Post Office Building, (including the |: 
Auditor’s office,) oil, gas, and candles, printing, ii 


TERRITORY OF MINNESOTA. 


For salaries of Governor, superintendent of | 
Indian affairs, three judges, and secretary, nine i: 


For contingent expenses of said Territory, one ;: 


For compensation and mileage of the members | 
of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and | 


‘ contingent expenses of the Assembly, thirty thou- © 
i sand dollars. 


TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO. 
For salaries of Governor, superintendent of ii 


Indian affairs, three judges, and secretary, nine 
i thousand seven hundred dollars. 

| _ For contingent expenses of said Territory, in- 
li cluding the compensation of the person employed 
l by the Governor as a translator, fifteen hundred 
|: dollars. 

‘| For compensation and mileage of the members 
| of the Legisiative Assembly, officers, clerks, and 
: contingent expenses of the Assembly, including 
the compensation of the person employed by the 
| Governor to revise and correct the laws of New 


| 
i 


I 
t 
i 
i 
t 
i 
i 
i 
| 


i Mexico, and the expense of printing the same, 
ii twenty thousand dollars. g 
‘| To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 


i for the preservation of the archives of the Terri- 
Í tory from May fifth to September ninth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two, four. hundred and twenty 


U dollars. 
e in addition to other available | 


TERRITORY OF UTAH. 


For salaries of Governor, superintendent of [n- 
dian affairs, three judges, and secretary, nine 
i; thousand seven hundred dollars. 
|| _ For contingent expenses of said Territory, one 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation and mileage of the members 
| of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and 


| secretaries of the Territories of Oregon, Min- 
inesota, and Utah, under the authority of terri- 


torial laws, or resolutions; and the accounting 
officers of the Treasury having disallowed several 
payments in settling ‘he accounts of said secreta- 
ries, because they were not authorized by the act 
of August twenty-nine, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
empowered to cause credits to be given to said 
secretaries for such disbursements so disallowed 
as he shall find to be equitable and just. 

‘That the accounting officers of the Treasury be 


‚authorized to adjust the expense of a board of 
' commissioners appointed under an act of the Le- 
i gislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah, ap- 
i proved bythe Governor thereof, January six- 
| teenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, to prepare 


a code of laws, and of practice for said ‘ferritory ; 


‘and the just and proper compensation and ex- 


pense found to have been necessarily incurred 
before the passage of this resolution, the evidence 


i of which, with the laws drawn by said commis- 
i sioners, shall be submitted in detail to said ac- 


counting officers, and the amounts so found shall 


‘be paid from the balance of appropriations for 
i“ compensation and mileage of the members of 


the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and 


ii contingent expenses of the Territory of Utah,” 


now standing on the books of the Treasury un- 
expended: Provided, That the authority to charge 


ithe expense on said balance is not an approval 


by Congress of the act of the Territorial Legisla- 
ture of Utah creating a board, for a term of years, 


il to report laws, from time to time, for the action 


of the Legislature of said Territory. 
TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON. 
For salaries of Governor, superintendent of In- 


‘dian affairs, three judges, and secretary, ten thou- 


sand five hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, in- 
cluding salary of clerk of executive department, 
one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation and mileage of the members 


. of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and 


contingent expenses of the Assembly, twenty 
thousand dollars. 

To reimburse the fund appropriated to defray 
the pay and mileage of members of the Legisla- 


tive Assembly, and the contingent expenses there- 


of, the amount fraudulently taken from said fund 
by Henry V. Colter, and to relieve Charles H. 


©’ Mason, Secretary of said Territory, from his lia- 


bility therefor, two thousand dollars. Ad 
For compensation and expenses of commission 


“to frame a code of laws for the ‘Territory, two 


thousand five hundred dollars. 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be author- 
ized to settle and pay the commission to frame a 


i cade of laws for the Territory of Washington at 
: the same rate per diem as has been allowed a sim- 


ilar board in Oregon, 
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TERRITORY OF KANSAS, 

For salaries of Governor, three judges, and sec- 
retary, ten thousand five hundred dollars, - 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, one 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and 
contingent expenses of the Assembly, twenty 
thousand dollars. . 


. TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 

For salaries of Governor, three judges, and sec“ 
retary, ten thousand five hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, one 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and 
contingent. expenses of the Assembly, twenty 
thousand dollars. 


For the purchase of books for the territorial | 


libraries of Minnesota, Oregon, Utah, New Mex- 
ico, Washington, Nebraska, and Kansas, five 
hundred dollars for each of said Territories, to be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Interior. 
` Judiciary. 

For salaries of the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, and eight associate judges, forty-one thou- 
sand dollars. 


For.salaries of the district judges, seventy thou- ` 


sand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the district judge of the 
southern district of California, commencing the 
twenty-third of January, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, four thousand and twenty-eight dollars 
and eighty-eight cents. 

-For salaries of the chief judge of the District 
of Columbia, the assistant judges, and the judges 
of the criminal court and the orphan’s court, eleven 
thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For salaries of the Attorney General, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, twelve thousand 
three hundred dollars. l 


For contingent expenses of the office of the i 


Attorney General, five hundred dollars. - 

For purchase of law books, and the necessary 
bookcases, for the office of the Attorney General, 
one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For salary of the reporter of the Decisions of 
the Supreme Court, one thousand three hundred 
dollars. . 


For compensation of the district attorneys, nine 


thousand four hundred dollars. 


For compensation of the marshals, eight thou- 


sand two hundred dollars. 


Miscellaneous. 

For annuities and grants, seven. hundred and 

fifty dollars. l 
Independent Treasury. 

For salaries of the assistant treasurers of the 
United States at New York, Boston, Charleston, 
and St. Louis, eleven thousand five hundred dol- 
lars. 

For additional salaries of the treasurer of the 
Mint at Philadelphia of one thousand dollars, and 
of the treasurer of the branch Mint at New 
Orleans of five hundred dollars, one thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For salaries of six of the additional clerks, au- 
thorized by the acts of August sixth, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six, August twelfth, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, March 
third, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, 
and August thirty-first, one thousand. eight hun- 
dred and fifty-two, six thousand dollars. 

For one additional clerk in the office of the as- 


gistant treasurer at Boston, Massachusetts, one 
i 


thousand two hundred dollars. 


For clerks, messenger, and watchmen in the | 


office of the assistant treasurer at New York, thir- 
teen thousand nine hundred dollars. 
For salary of a clerk for the treasurer of the 


branch Mint at San Francisco, California, two | 


thousand five hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses under the act for the 
safe-keeping, collecting, transfer, and disbursement 
of the public revenue, of August sixth, one thou- 


sand eight hundred and forty-six, sixteen thou- | 


sand five hundred dollars: Provided, That no part 
of said sum of sixteen thousand five hundred 
dollars shall be expended for clerical services. 
For compensation to special agents to examine 
the books, accounts, and money on hand, of the 


several depositories, under the act of August sixth, | 


one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, five 
thousand dollars. ‘ 
For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 
not otherwise provided for, as.shall be admitted 
in due course of settlement at the Treasury, five 


thousand dollars: Provided, That no part of the 


appropriation shall be drawn from the Treasury 


except in pursuance of some law or resolution of. 


Congress suthorizing the expenditure. 


To supply a deficiency in the fund for. the relief 


of sick and disabled seamen, two hundred theu- 
sand dollars. 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to 
compensate the agent employed in paying annui- 
ties to Cherokee Indians remaining in North Car- 
olina, three hundred dollars. 

For salaries of nine supervising and fifty local 


inspectors, appointed under the act of August: 
i thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 


two, fur the better protection of the lives of pas- 
sengers by steamboats, with traveling and other 


| expenses incurred by them, eighty thousand dol- 


lars. 3 
Survey of the Coast. 


_ For survey of the coast of the United States, 
(including compensation to Superintendent and 


assistants, and excluding pay and emoluments of | 


officers of the Army and Navy,and petty officers 


and men of the Navy, employed on the work,) | 


two hundred and six thousand dollars. 


For continuing the survey of the western coast i} 
of the UnitedStates, one hundred and thirty thou- | 
| sand dollars. g 


For continuing the survey of the Flerida reefs 
and keys, (excluding pay and emoluments of offi- 
cers of the Army and Navy, and petty officers 
and men of the Navy, employed on the work,) 
thirty thousand dollars, 

For publishing the observations made in the 
progress of the survey of the coast of the United 
States, twenty thousand dollars. 


Custom- Houses. 


For completing the custom-house at St. Louis, 
Missouri, one hundred thousand dollars. 


= H 
For completing the custom-house at Mobile, Í 


Alabama, sixty-five thousand dollars. 
For completing the custom-house at Cincinnati, 


| Ohio, forty thousand dollars. 
For completing the custom-house at Louisville, | 


Kentucky, forty thousand dollars. 

For completing the custom-house at Bangor, 
Maine, twenty thousand dollars, 

For completing the custom-house at Bath, 
Maine, twenty thousand dollars. 

For completing the custom-house at Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, twelve thousand dollars. 

To purchase a site for a custom-house at Prov- 
idence, Rhode Island, twenty-four thousand dol- 
lars. ý 


And the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he | 


is hereby, authorized to contract for the construc- 


i tion of a custom-house on said site, to include į 


accommodations for a post office and United States 
court room, at a cost not exceeding two hundred 
thousand dollars. 

For purchasing a site for a custom-house at 


| San Francisco, California, a sum not exceeding |i 
j one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 


For the rebuilding of the custom-house, Port- 


land, Maine, including accommodations for a || 


post office and rooms for the United States courts, 
two hundred thousand dollars. 

For extinguishment of private claims to the 
possession of the wholeor any part of the custom- 


| house lot in San Francisco, ten thousand dollars. 


Provided, That none of the moneys appropri- 
ated by this act for any custom-house or marine 
hospital shall be used or applied for the purposes 
mentioned, until a valid title to the land for the 
site of such building, in each case, shall be vested 
in the United States; and until the State in which 
such building is to be completed shall in due form, 
and in a manner that shall bind such State, re- 
lease and surrender to the United States jurisdic- 
tion over the site of such building; and shall, also, 
duly release and relinquish to the United States 
the right to tax or-in any way assess said site, 
or the property of the United States that may be 
thereon, during the time that the said United States 


the purposes: for whieh they: are appropriated, 
|| unless the same -shall:be. sufficient inveach taseto 
ji complete.the building in such: case fully; and. en- 
tirely accomplish the object for which the dppro- 
priation.in this act is made,. And the Secretary “ 
| of the Treasury is hereby prohibited from using 
lor applying any of the: moneys aforesaid in any: 
one case; until he shall have madea contract with: 
such security as he shall approve for the:comple- 
tion of the entire building and work in such case, 
| at asum hot exceeding the sum of. the: moneys 
| appropriated and unexpended in such cases And: 
the said Secretary of the Treasury shall-enter into 
no contract, either conditional or final, for the pur: 
peses mentioned which shall involve an expendi-- 
ture in any one case beyond the sums appropriated 
and remaining unexpended for such case; and:in 
| all cases where such unexpended appropriations 
| shall be insufficient. to complete the entire work in 
i such case, the said Secretary of the Treasury shall 
suspend all action in reference thereto; and shall 
report to Congress on the first day of its session 
the condition of the work in such ‘cage, and shall: 
at the same time lay before Congress such: plans 
l and estimates as, in his jadgment, shall‘be proper- 
i for the completion of the building and work: ‘in: 
such case, chs ; 

For improving and repairing the. room in: the 
custom-house at Savannah, used as a post office, 
one thousand dollars: - ‘ : 

For continuing operations on custom-house ‘at 
| New Orleans, Louisiana, three hundred and ninety- 
i| five thousand dollars. 

For continuing operations on custom-house at 
Charleston, South Carolina, two hundred and 
seventy-three thousand dollars. 

For the annual repairs and fixtures of cus- 
tom-houses of the United States, forty-three thou- 
sand and one dollars and fifty-nine cents, and for 
| alterations and repairs of the custom-house at 
i Baltimore heretofore made, and for rent of rooms 
| during. the repairs of said building, such sum as 
may by the Secretary of the Treasury be deemed 
| reasonable and proper of said amount, not to ex- 
| ceed five thousand five hundred and one dollars 
and fifty-nine cents. ; ey 

To complete the custom-house at Richmond, 
Virginia, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars: 
Provided, That none of the moneys appropriated. 
for this building in and by this act, or by any 
former act, and now remaining unexpended, shail 
|| be used or applied for the purposes mentioned in 
this act by the Secretary of the Treasury, until a 
| valid title to the land for the site of such building: 
shall be vested in the United. States, and until the 
State of Virginia shall, in due form, and in a 
manner that shall bind said State, release and sur- 
render to the United States jurisdiction over the 
|i site of such building; and shall also duly release 
‘and relinquish to the United States the. right to 
tax, or in. any way assess said site, or the prop- 
i| egty of the United. States that may be thereon, 
| during the time that. the said United States shall 
be, or remain the owner thereof: And. provided 
further, That none of the said money appropriated 
for said building by this act, or heretofore appro- 
priated for the purposes mentioned, and now re- 
maining unexpended, shall be used or applied for 
i; the purpose for which they are appropriated, 
‘unless the same shall be sufficient.to complete the 
building fully, and entirely accomplish the object 
ii for which the appropriation in this act.is made. 
‘| And the Secretary of the Treasury is herelty pro- 
‘| hibited from using or applying any of the moneys 
+ aforesaid until he shall have made a contract, with 


| 
j 
{ 
| 


| 
| 


| shall involve an expenditure beyond the sums ap- 
|| propriated and remaining unexpended; and should 
il such expended appropriations be insufficient to 
|i complete the entire work, the said Secretary .of ` 
ii the Treasury shall suspend all action in reference 
| thereto, and shall report to Congress, on the firat 
|| day of its session in December, eighteen hundred 
| and fifty-four, the condition of the work, and shall 
I at the same time lay before Congress such, plans 


i 


shall be or remaja the owner thereof; that none of | and estimates as, in his judgment, shall be proper 


the said moneys appropriated for said buildings 
by this act, or heretofore appropriated for the 
purposes mentioned, shall be used or applied for 


| for the completion of the building and work: Ang 
i| provided further, That the Secretary of the Treas- 
l ury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 


to goon and construct, or cau 
completed, and: finished; the building mentioned 
and provided for, subject in all things to the lim- 
jtations and restrictions contained herein. 

To complete the’ custom-house at Waldoboro’, 
in the State of Maine, the sum of thirteen thou- 
sand dollars, which, in addition to the sum here- 


tofore appropriated, shall constitute the entire cost | 


of the purchase of the site, and the erection and 
completion of the buildings. 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, directed, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to apply 
such sum as, in his opinion, may be necessary to 
complete the building for the custom-house, post 


office, and court-house in the city of Pittsburg, | 


Pennsylvania, and to furnish such building in a 
manner appropriate to its uses, and to improve the 
grounds attached to said building; and also to pay 


to the two commissioners who superintended the 
construction of said building such compensation || 


asto said Secretary shail seem just, not to exceed 
three dollars a day each: Provided, That thesum 
so, as aforesaid, to be expended by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, shall not exceed the sum now 


remaining unexpended of appropriations hereto- | 


fore made for the said building. 
For buildings for the use of the courts of the 


United States at Pontotoc, Mississippi, four thou- | 


sand dollars: Provided, Said sum shall compleie 
said buildings. And also the sum of five thou- 
sand dollars, or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to 
enable the Secretary of the Interior to make a 
contract with the proper authorities for furnishing 
a suitable building for the permanent use and ac- 
commodation of the United States district court in 
holding its session at Marietta, Georgia, which 
contract the sud Secretary is hereby authorized 


to make: Provided, It can be made for the sum | 


aforesaid or less: And provided, Said contract 
shall be made with sufficient guarantees to secure 


to the suid court a suitable building for holding | 
said court, so long as its sessions may be held at 


that place, without further charge on the United 
States. 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pur- 
chase, for the vse of the United States, the and 
and buildings thereon, constituting the boarding 
station at the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi 


river, three thousand: five hundred dollars: Pro- | 


vided, That no part of said sum shall be expended 
until the title to said land be secured to the United 
States, and the consent of the Legislature of the 
State of Louisiana obtained to the release of said 
land from taxation or assessment of any kind. 


. . t 
For the construction of an appraiser’s store on 


a portion of the square selected for the custom- 
house at San Francisco, California, including the 
expense of piling for the foundation thereof, by 
contract or otherwise, as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may deem best, one hundred thousand 
dollars: Provided, That the same restrictions re- 
garding the completion of said work with the sum 


hereby appropriated as are contained in: this act | 


concerning the erection and completion of custom- 
houses and marine hospitals, shall be applicable 
thereto. 


For the purchase of the lots or parcels of land, | 


with the appurtenances and the buildings thereon 
belonging, the one thereof to the Bank of Com- 
merce, and the other thereof to the Bank of the 
State of New York, and particularly referred to 
and described in two contracts, one with each of 
said banks, for the leasing and right to purchase 
the same, bearing date the nineteenth of August, 


one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, five | 
handred and thirty thousand dollars, with interest 
thereon at the rate of six per centum per annum, | 


from the fifteenth day of September, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three, until said purchases shall 
be completed: Provided, That the same be so 
completed within one year from the day such 
„interest is hereby authorized to be paid. 

And the Secrétary of the Treasury, at his dis- 
eretion, is hereby further authorized to purchase, 
for the use of the United States, such property 
adjoining thereto, situated on Pine street, on 
which the United States now hold a mortgage, as 


may be sold to satisfy the same, at a price not |; 


exceeding the arnount of said lien. 
Marine Hospitals. 
To complete the marine hospital at Cleveland, 


I 
lars. 
| ‘To complete the marine hospital at St. Louis, 
| in the State of Missouri, ten thousand dollars. 
To complete the marine hospital at Chicago, in 
| the State of filinois, eight thousand dollars. 

To complete the marine hospital at Louisville, 
in the State of Kentucky, twelve thousand five 
hundred dollars. j 

To completethe marine hospital at Paducah, 
‘lin the said State of Kentucky, five thousand 
dollars. 

To complete the marine hospital at Evansville, 
l! in the State of Indiana, two thousand collars. 
| To complete the marine hospital at San Fran- 
cisco, and to inclose the site and drain the same, 
‘land for the necessary outbuildings, forty-four 
thousand dollars. 

I| For the construction of a marine hospital at 
i| Vicksburg, in the State of Mississippi, the sum of 
i fifty-five thousand doilars. . 

|| For prosecuting operations on the marine hos- 
| pital at Portland,in the State of Maine, fifty thou- 
sand dollars. 

To provide a suitable building as a marine hos- 
pital at St. Mark’s, Florida, five thousand dollars. 
|| To provide accommodation for sick and dis- 
i| abled seamen at Cincinnati, Ohio, fifty thousand 
i; dollars; and the Secretary of the Treasury is 
|| hereby authorized to use such part of said sum 


i said place as he may deem expedient. 


Light-House Establishment. 

For supplying light-houses, containing four 
thousand one hundred and thirty-three lamps, 
with oil, lamp-glasses, wicks, bull-skins, polish- 
ing powder, whitiog, and other cleaning materials; 
i transportation, and other necessary expenses on 
|| the same; repairing and keeping the lighting ap- 
i paratus; publishing necessary rules, regulations, 
{| and instructions; notice to mariners of changes 
[| to aids to navigation, and lists of lights, two hun- 
i| dred and thirty thousand six hundred and thirty- 
|| seven dollars and forty-two cents. 

For repairs and incidental expenses, refitting, 
and improvements of four hundred and eighteen 
light-houses, and buildings connected therewith, 
one hundred aud forty-two thousand four hun- 
dred and eighty-nine dollars and twenty-one cents. 

For salaries of four hundred and eighteen light- 
i| house keepers, and thirty-eight assistants, and 
including one thousand two hundred dollars for 
salary of superintendent of supplies on the upper 
takes, one hundred and eighty-three thousand six 
| hundred dollars. 

For salaries of forty-nine keepers of light-ves- 
sels, twenty-six thousand five hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For seamen’s wages, repairs, and supplies of 
forty-nine light-vessels, one hundred and fifty-two 
thousand nine hundred and forty-one dollars and 
twenty-three cents. 

For expenses of raising, cleaning, and repair- 
| ing, remooring, and supplying losses, of floating 
|! beacons and buoys, and chains and sinkers for 
| the same, and for coloring and numbering all the 
buoys, eighty-nine thousand three hundred and 
| fifty-seven dollars and thirty-two cents. 

For life-boats and other means of rendering 


| 


I| coast of the United States, ten thousand dollars. 
For life-boats, and other means of rendering 


|! under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
|| ury, ten thousand dollars. For the purchase of 
metallic surf-boats to rescue lives and property, 
| and to be located at each of the following ports, 
j 


| 

1 

ij east side of Lake Michigan, at Michigan City, 
|i one; New Buffalo, one; St. Joseph, one; Cala- 
ii mazoo, one; Manistee, one; Grand River, one; 
| Muskegon, one; White River, one; Pier Mar- 
i| quette, one; and South Black River, one; and on 
|| the west side of Lake Michigan, at Chicago, two; 
i Kenosha, one; Milwaukie, one; Sheboygan, one; 
|; Death *s Door, one; Two Rivers, one; Manito- 
|; woc, one; Waukegan, one; Racine, one; Port 
i| Washington, one; Washington Harbor, one; 
il South Manitou Island, one; Kaliey’s Harbor, 
l| one; and at Calumet,one; or at such other points 
(| as shall be designated by the Secretary of the 
i) Treasury, tobe expended under the direction of 


li for the purchase of a site for a marine hospital at | 


| assistance to wrecked mariners and others on the- 


|| assistance to shipwrecked mariners and others, | 
on thecoast of the United States, tobe expended | 


i twelve thousand five hundred dollars, viz: On the | 


lars. 

For commissions, at two anda half per centum, 
to such superintendents as are entitled to the 
same, under the proviso to the act of third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, 
entitled “An act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-two, and for other purposes,” on the 
amount that may be disbursed by them, eight 
thousand dollars. 


For the coasts of California, Oregon, and 
Washington: 

For oil and other supplies for fifteen lights, clean- 
ing materials of all kinds, and transportation of 
the same, expenses of keeping lamps and machin- 
ery in repair, publishing notices to mariners of 
changes of aids to navigation, twenty six thou- ` 
sand nine hundred and eighty six dollars and 
twenty-five cents. 

For repairs and incidental expenses of fifteen 
lights, and buildings connected therewith, eight 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For salaries of fifteen keepers and twelve assist- 
ants, at an average not exceeding eight hundred 
dollars per annum each, twenty-one thousand six 
hundred dollars, 

For expguses of raising, cleaning, repairing, 
remooring, and supplying losses of floating bea- 
cons and buoys, and chains and sinkers for the 
same, and for coloring and numbering all the 
buoys, eight thousand five hundred dollars. 

For commissions, at two and a half percentum, 
to such superintendents as are entitled to the same, 
under the proviso to the act of the third of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, entitled 
«An act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of Governrhent for the year 
ending June thir(tieth,] eighteen hundred and fifty 
two, and for other purposes,” on the amount that 
may be disbursed by them, four hundred dollars. 

For completing the light-houses on the coast of 
California and Oregon, the sum of fifty-nine thou- 
sand four hundred and thirty-four dollars: Pro- 
vided, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay the contractors for building 
the light-house on Point Lema, near San. Diego, 
what the same is reasonably worth. 


Intercourse with Foreign Nations. 


For salaries of ministers of the United States to 
Great Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, Spain, 
Brazil, Peru, Mexico, Chili, and Central America, 
ninety thousand dollars. 

For salaries of secretaries of legation to the same 
places, twenty thousand dollars. 

For salary of a minister resident to Turkey, six 
thousand dollars. 

For salary of the dragoman to the legation to 
Turkey, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For salaries of chargés d’affaires or ministers 
resident to Portugal, Austria, Denmark, Sweden, 
Holland, Belgium, Naples, Sardinia, the Papal 
States, New Granada, Venezuela, Buenos Ayres, 
Bolivia, Ecuador, and Switzerland, sixty-seven 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For salary of a clerk to the United States lega- 
tion at London, eight hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses of all the missions 
abroad, forty thousand dollars. 

For contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, 
forty thousand dollars. 

For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary 
Powers, nine thousand dollars. 

For salary of the consul at London, two thou- 
sand dollars. 

For salary of the commissioner to the Sandwich 
Islands, five thousand dollars. 

For interpreters, guards, and other expenses of 
the consulates at Constantinople, Smyrna, Candia, 
and Alexandria, two thousand dollars. 

For office rent of the consul at Basle, in Swit- 
zerland, one hundred dollars. 

For salary of a commissioner to reside in China, 
nine thousand dollars. 

For salary of the interpreter and secretary to 
said mission, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For salary of a consul general at Alexandria, 


five thousand dollars. 
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_ For compensation to the consuls at the five ports 
in China, viz: Kwang Chow, Amoy, Fuchow, 
Ning Po, and Shanghai, five thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of American sea- 
men, and seamen belonging to American vessels 
in foreign countries, one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars. ; 

“For clerk. hire, office rent, atid other expenses 
of the office of the consul of the United States at 
London, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby 
allowed a salary of two thousand dollars per an- 
num, and the said consulate shall comprehend 
both Syria and Palestine, and two thousand dol- 
jars is hereby appropriated for the salary of said 
consul, > f 

For office rent of the consul at Zurich, in Swit- 
zerland, one hundred dollars. 

That the Secretary of the Treasury shall audit 
and settle the accounts of Robert C. Schenck, late 

“nvoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States to Brazil, and of John 
S. Pendleton, late Chargé-d’A ffuires of the United 
States to the Argentine Confederation, for addi- 
tional compensation and for expenses incurred by 
them in the performance of special services, not 
pertaining to their respective missions, and at 
points distant from those to which they were 
originally accredited, in compliance with instruc- 
tions from the Department of State; in settling 
which accounts the certificate of the parties shall 
be regarded as sufficient evidence as to the amount 
of expenses incurred, where no regular voucher 
can be produced, and a compensation at the rate 
of twenty-five dollars per diem shall be allowed 
to each of them for the time they were so em- 
ployed, to be paid out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

For expenses which may be incurred in ac- 
knowledging the services of the masters and crews 
of foreign vessels in rescuing citizens and vessels 
of the United States from shipwreck, five thou- 
sand dollars: Provided, That the same shall be 
expended under the direction of the President of 
the United States. 

For the purchase of blank books, stationery, 
arms of the United States, presses, and flags, and 
for the payment of postages for the consuls of the 
United States, ten thousand dollars. 

To enable the Secretary of State to defray the 
expense of releasing from captivity among the 
Indians of Queen Charlotte’s Island, the crew 
and passengers of the American sloop Georgiana, 
fifteen thousand dollars, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary. 

To defray expenses in2urred, and to be incurred, 
in complying with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the fourteenth of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, calling 
for a statement of the privileges and restrictions 

* of the commercial intercourse of the United States 
with all foreign nations, and a table exhibiting a || 
comparative statement between the tariff of other 
nations and that of the United States, ten thou- 
sand dollars. f a 

T'o enable the Secretary of State to pay to the 
persons employed to protect the property and per- 
sons of citizens of the United States at San Juan 
de Nicaragua, twelve thousand dollars, or so much 
thereofas may be necessary to defray the expenses 
so incurred. 

For the payment to James B. Holmans for ser- 
vices rendered as secretary of legation at Santiago, 
in the discharge of clerical duties left unperformed 
by his predecessors, five hundred dollars. 

Expenses of the collection of Revenue from Lands. 

T'o meet the expenses of collecting the revenue 
from the sale of public lands in the several 
land States and Territory of Minnesota, 
in addition to the balances of former appro- 
priations: 

For salaries and commissions of registers of 
land offices and receivers of public moneys, one ji 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars. | 

For expenses of depositing public moneys by 
receivers of public moneys, fifty thousand dol- |; 


lars. 
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For incidental expenses of the several land 
offices, including new offices not heretofore pro- 
vided for, forty thousand dollars. 

For salaries of registers and receivers in Oregon 
and Washington Territories, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary, per act of seventeenth of 
July, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, nine thou- 
sand dollars. 

For office rent, fuel, and labor for said offices, 
four thousand dollars. 

For iron safes for receivers, and for books, 


stationery, and furniture, three thousand dollars. |, 


Survey of the Public Lands. 

For surveying the public lands, (exclusive of 
California and Oregon,) including island surveys 
in the interior and all other special and difficult 
surveys demanding augmented rates, to be applied 
and apportioned to the several districts according to 
the exigencies of the public service, including ex- 
penses of selecting swamp lands, and the compen- 
sation and expenses to surveyor to locate private 
land claims in Louisiana, in addition to the unex- 
pended balances of all former appropriations for 
the same objects, one hundred and ten thousand 
dollars. 

For continuing the examinations and corrections 
of old, imperfect, and defective surveys in the 
lower peninsula of Michigan, north of the third 
correction parallel, and east and west of the me- 
ridian, being forty-eight townships, at a rate not 
exceeding six dollars per mile, twenty thousand 
one hundred and sixty dollars. 

For the correction of erroneous and defective 
lines of the public and private surveys in Illinois 
and Missouri, at a rate not exceeding six dollars 
per mile, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For preparing the unfinished records of public 
and private surveys to be transferred to the State 
authorities under the provisions of the act of the 
twelfth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty, in those districts where the surveys are 
about being completed, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For resurveys and examinations of the survey 
of the public lands in those States where the offi- 
ces of the surveyors general have been or shall be 
closed under the acts of the twelfth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty, and the twenty- 
second of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three, including two thousand dollars for the 
salary of the clerk detailed to this special service 
in the General Land Office, five thousand dollars. 

For continuing the survey of the keys on the 
Florida coast, twenty thousand dollars. 

For continuing the survey of the islands on the 
coast of California, thirty thousand dollars. 

For surveying the public lands and private land 
claims in California, including office expenses in- 
cident to the survey of claims, and to be disbursed 
at the rates prescribed by law for the different 
kinds of work, three hundred thousand dollars. 

For rent of surveyor general’s office in Califor- 
nia, purchase of instruments, records, drawing 
materials, furniture, fuel, pay of messengers, 
eighteen thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation of draughtsmen and clerks, 
in addition to the amount heretofore estimated, the 
same being required in consequence of the in- 
creased amount of field work proposed to be exe- 
cuted, twenty-one thousand dollars. 


For Surveys in Oregon and Washington Territories. 
For office rent of the surveyor general, fuel, 


| books, stationery, and other incidental expenses, | 


three thousand dollars. 
For surveying standard, parallel, and meridian 


| lines, over coast, mountain, and along the coast— 


an estimated distance of two hundred and fifty 
miles—five thousand dollars. n 
For surveying township and subdivision lines 


(estimated at four thousand nine hundred and | 
twenty miles) in Oregon Territory, at a rate not | 


exceeding twelve dollars per mile, and including 


office work, sixty-five thousand four hundred and | 
| ninety dollars. 


For surveying standard parallel and meridian 
lines in Washington Territory, (an estimated dis- 
tance of five hundred miles,) ten thousand dollars. 


No. 12. 


For surveying township and subdivision, lines 


i (estimated at four thousand nine. hundred and 


twenty miles) in Washington Territory, at.a.rate 


| not exceeding twelve dollars per mile, and includ- 


ing office work, sixty-five thousand four hundred * 
and ninety dollars. f : 


For salaries and incidental expenses of. the com- 


| mission appointed under the act of March third, 
' eighteen hundred and fifty-one, for settling land 


claims in California, one hundred and five thou- 


| sand five hundred dollars. 


For surveying the necessary base, meridian, 
standard parallels, townships, and section lines in 
New Mexico, thirty thousand dollars. 

For surveying the necessary base, meridian, 
standard parallels, township, and section lines in 
Kansas and Nebraska, fifty thousand dollars. 

For salary of surveyor general of New. Mexico, 
and clerks in his office, seven thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. ie : 

For salary of surveyor general of Kansas-and 
Nebraska, two thousand dollars. ; oars 

For office rent, fuel, and incidental expenses in 
New Mexico, three. thousand dollars.” 2 

For clerk hire, office rent, fuel, and incidental 
expenses in Kansasand Nebraska, (six thousand 
dollars being allowed for office rent, fuel, and in- 
cidental expenses,) fourteen thousand three hun- 
dred dollars. 

For office rent for the surveyor general of 
Washington Territory, fuel, books, stationery, 
ang other incidental expenses, five thousand dol- 

ars. 
Miscellaneous. f 

For books voted to the members of the Thirty- 
Third Congress, by the joint resolution of twenty- 
fourth February, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
and the resolution of the House of the twentieth ` 
June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, one hundred 
and ninety-nine thousand five hundred and ten 
dollars and eighty-seven cents. i 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives to purchase from the publishers, Lippin- 
cott, Grambo & Company, two hundred copies 
each of the second and third volumes of School- 
craft’s History, etċ., of the Indian tribes of the 
United States, to complete the sets of the new 
members of the House of Representatives, at 
three dollars and fifty cents per volume, fourteen 
hundred dollars: Provided, That the said volumes 
shall be of the same style and quality of those 
heretofore furnished. es 

For the completion of the 
session of the Thirty-Thir 
thousand dollars. i 

For the purchase of paper for the completion 
of the printing of the first session of the Thirty- 
Third Congress, forty-three thousand dollars. 

For deficiency in the estimates heretofore sub- 
mitted for the printing of the secoùd session of 
the Thirty-Third Congress, ten thousand dollars. 

For rent of wareroom for the year, ending the 
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For cartage and labor in storing and transport- 
ation of paper from wareroom and office of su- 
perintendent to the offices of the public printers, 
five hundred and fifty dollars. i 

For compensation to draughtsman and clerks 
employed upon the maps of the public lands, 
under the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of fourth of May, eighteen hundred and 


rinting of the first 
f Congress, twenty 


| forty-eight, seven thousand five hundred dollars. 


For the collection of agricultural statistics, and 
the procurement and distribution of cuttings and 
seeds, twenty-five thousand dollars, to be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

For compensation of the warden, clerk, phy- 
sician, chaplain, assistant keepers, guards, and 
porter, of the penitentiary of the District of Co- 
lumbia, eight thousand six hundred dollars. : 

For compensation of three inspectors of said 
penitentiary, three hundred dollars. : g 

For the support and maintenance of said peni- 
tentiary, two thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
five dollars. i 
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For ‘defraying: the expenses of the Supreme, 
circuit, and district courts of the United States, 
including the District of Columbia; also for jurors 


aod witnesses in aid. of the funds ariaing from | 


fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred in the 


sand eight hundred and fifty-five, and previous 
years; and likewise for defraying the expenses of 
wits in which the United States are concerned, 
and of prosecutions for offenses committed against 
the United States, and for the safe-keeping of pris- 
oners, seven hundred thousand dollars. 

For payment to the city of Norfolk, for rent of 
rooms in the City Hall for the district court of the 

United States for the eastern district of Virginia, 
from the thirtieth of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty, to the thirtieth of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, nine hun- 
dred dollars. ; 

For the support, clothing, and medical treat- 
ment of insane paupers ofthe District of Columbia, 
at such places as the Secretary of the Interior 
may, in his discretion, deem proper, ten thousand 
dollars. . 

For additional messenger to the post office of 
the House of Representatives, allowed by the 
Commiitee on Accounts at the beginning of the 
présent session, one thousand dollars. — 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to com- 
plete the hospital for the insane of the District of 
Columbia, and of the Army and Navy of the 
United States, as it is now in process of construct- 
tion where the foundations are laid, eighteen thou- 
sand two hundred and nine dollars. 

T'o enable the Secretary of the Interior to com- 

lete the external improvements necessary to carry 
into successful operation the said hospital, accord- 
ing to the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Interior, eighteen thousand six hundred dollars. 

For arrearages of necessary traveling and per- 
sonal expenses due employees on the northeastern 
boundary survey, during the years eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-four, eighteen hundred and forty- 
five, eighteen hundred and forty-six, and eighteen 
hundred and forty-seven, two thousand and six- 
teen dollars. 

For running and marking the boundary line 
between the United States and the Republic of 
Mexico, under the treaty concluded at the city of 
Mexico, on the thirtieth of December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, the sum of one 
hundred and sixty-eight thousand one hundred 
and thirty dollars, to be disbursed under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, 
There shall be allowed and paid to the commis- 
gioner, surveyor, and astronomer appointed, or to 
be appointed, for the purpose aforesaid, each a 
salary at the rate of three thousand dollars per 
annum, and that if the duties of either have been, 
or shall be, performed by an officer of the Army, 
his pay, including emoluments, during the time of 
such employment, shall be increased to that sam. 


Public Buildings and Grounds. | 


For compensation, in part, for the messenger in 
charge of the main furnace in the Capitol, three 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

Eor painting and repuirs inside of the Capitol, 
new furnaces under the Senate Chamber and 
Supreme Court room, five thousand dollars. 

For furnishing and putting up new furnaces and 
repairing old furnaces, rebuilding and ventilating 
air chambers for the House of Representatives, 
four thousand five hundred dollars. 

For repair and renewal of the gas pipesthrough 
the Capitol, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay 
for two hundred and twenty feet and five inches 
of granite coping, used in the improvementof the 
triangular square at the corner of thirteenth street 
and Pennsylvania avenue, five hundred and fif- 
teen dollars and forty-seven cents. 

for compensation to the laborer in charge of | 
the water-closets in the Capitol, three hundred and 
sixty-five dollars. 

For compensation of the public gardener, one 
thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation of sixteen laborers, employed 
in the public grounds and President’s garden, at 
forty dollars per month each, seven thousand six 
hundred and eighty dollars. 

For compensation of the keeper of the western 
gate, Capitol square, seven hundred and thirty 
dollars. . 


| 
| 
fiscal year ending thé thirtieth of June, one thou- l dollars each, one thousand dollars. * 
i 
| 
1 
| 


į oil for lamps, sixteen thousand four hundred dol- iH 
i lars. 


For compensation, of two day watchmen, em- ; 
ployed in the Capito! square, at five hundred dol- | 
lars each, one thousand dollars. 

For compensation of two night watchmen, em- 
ployed at the President’s House, at five hundred 


For compensation of the door-keeper at the 
President’s House, five hundred dollars. | 

For compensation of assistant door-keeper at 
the President’s House, three hundred and sixty-five | 
dollars. i 

For compensation of four draw-keepers at the | 
Potomac bridge, and for fuel, oil, and lamps, two 
thousand seven hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

For compensation of two draw-Keepers at the | 
two bridges across the Eastern Branchof the Po- 
‘tomac, and fuel, oil, and lamps, one thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation of the Auxiliary Guard, and 


| 
i 
{ 
i 
| 
f 
i 


For support, care, and medical treatment of | 
eighteen transient paupers, medical and surgical į 
patients, in Washington Infirmary, three thousand | 
dollars. 

For purchase of manure for the public grounds, 
one thousand dollars. Je 

For hire of carts on the public grounds, one 
thousand dollars, 

For purchase and repair of tools used in the | 
public grounds, five hundred dollars. | 

For purchase of trees and tree-boxes, to replace, | 
where necessary, such as have been planted by | 
the United States, and the repair of pavements in 
front of the public grounds, five thousand dollars. 

For the Capitol extension, seven hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars: Provided, That any officer 
of the Army or Navy who has been, or may be |; 
appointed hereafter, to disburse the money which || 
is now, or may hereafter be, appropriated for the || 
erection, alteration, or repair of any of the edi- || 
fices, structures, or works for which appropria- | 
tions are made in this act, shall be subject to all ! 
the pains, penalties, and liabilities contained in the | 
provisions of the act entitled “An act to provide li 
for the better organization of the Treasury, and | 
for the coilection, safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- |; 
bursement of the public revenue,’’ approved sixth | 
of August, eighteen hundred and forty-six. 

For completing the bridge over the Potomac 
river, nearthe Little Falls, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For compensation of one night watchman, em- ` 
ployed for the better protection of the buildings | 
lying south of the Capitol, and used as public sta- |; 
bles and carpenter’s shop, five hundred dollars. |! 

lor permanent repair of the roof.of the Capitol || 
with copper, two thousand dollars. | 

For annual repairs of the Capitol, water-closets, i 
public stables, water-pipes, pavements, and other |) 
i walks within the Capitol square, broken glass, | 

and locks, five thousand dollars. ji 

For annual repairs of the President’s House, |! 
improvement of grounds, purchasing trees and li 
plants for garden, and making hotbeds therein, |! 
six thousand dollars. i 

For lighting tne President’s House and Capitol, | 
the public grounds around them, and around the i 
executive offices and Pennsylvania avenue, twen- | 
ty-two thousand dollars. i 

For completing the improvement of Maryland || 
avenue, from Seventh street to the Potomac river, || 
two thousand five hundred dollars. ij 

For furnishing lamps and lamp-posts from Six- | 
| teenth to Seventeenth streets, on Pennsylvania i 

avenue, in frontof Lafayette square, five hundred 
dollars. 

For completing the improvement of Pennsyl- 
vania avenue west of Seventeenth street, nine | 
thousand doilars, 

To reimburse the expenditure made by the; 
Commissioner of Public Buildings for the repair | 
of the Potomac bridge when injured by fire, four : 
thousand five handred dollars. 

For continuing the repairs of the two bridges 
across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac, four 
thousand dollars. 

For completing the west wing of the Patent ' 
Office Building, two hundred thousand dollars. 

For altering the stre-ts and repairing in front of | 
the east wing of the Patent Office, putting up iron , 
railing, flagging, footway, putting in order yards, |; 
painting new saloons of the Patent Office in fresco, `! 
| fourteen thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, ;| 
For iron railing and flagging in front of the old i| 


portion of the Patent Office Building, for altering 
the windows in the rear and dressing off the 


| granite to make it conform to the front, and for 


private stairway in the building, five thousand 
seven hundred and thirty dollars. 

For enlarging the culverts and openings into 
the same, across Pennsylvania avenue, to pre- 
vent overflow of the avenue, four thousand dol- 
lars. 

For repairing or renewing the water fixtures at 
the President’s House, including the bath-room, 
two thousand dollars, 

For public reservation number two and Lafay- 
ette square, three thousand dollars. 

For grading done by order of Ignatius Mudd, 
late Commissioner of Public Buildings, in reser~ 
vation number seventeen, between Third street 
east and New Jersey avenue, four hundred and 
eighty-four dollars and eighty-nine cents, 

For compensation of commissioner and sur- 
veyor employed upon the boundary between the 
United States and Mexico, and their assistants, in- 
cluding office rent and incidental expenses, thirty- 
eight thousand one hundred dollars. 

For payment of the Annals of Congress for the 
House Library of the House of Representatives, 
under resolution of said House of September 
twenty-eighth, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty, one hundred sets of each volume from the 
twenty-third to the fortieth, both included, in all 
seventeen hundred volumes, at five dollars per 
volume, eight thousand five hundred dollars. 

For payment of the Annals of Congress, for one 
hundred and forty-three members of the Thirty- 
Second Congress, entitled to them under the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives of July 
twenty-sixth, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-two, one hundred and forty-three sets of 
twenty-four volumes each, from the sixteenth to 
the fortieth inclusive, in all three thousand four 
hundred and thirty-two volumes, at five dollars 
per volume, seventeen thousand one hundred and 
sixty dollars. 

For reporting and publishing in the Daily Globe 
two thousand eight hundred and sixty-five col- 
umns of the proceedings of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the first session of the Thirty- 
Third Congress, at sever dollars and fifty cents 
per column, twenty-one thousand four hundred 
and eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

For twenty-four copies of the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix, for the first session of the 
Thirty-Third Congress, for each member and Del- 
egate of the House of Representatives, making 
an aggregate of five thousand seven hundred and 
twelve copies, at six dollars a copy, thirty-four 
thousand four hundred and sixteen dollars. 

_ For binding the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix for the first session of the Thirty-Third 
Congress, thirteen thousand seven hundred and 
sixty-six dollars and forty cents. À 

For reporting and publishing in the Daily Globe 
one hundred und fifty-one columns of the proceed- 
ings of the House of Representatives for the sec- 
ond session of the Thirty Second Congress, at 
seven dollars and fifty cents a column, one thou- 
sand one hundred and thirty-two dollars and fifty 


i| cents. 


To pay a deficiency in the appropriation for 
eight hundred copies of the Documentary History 
purchased for the new members of the House of 
Representatives, from the Twenty-Sixth to the 
Pht Q : : : 
Thirty-Second Congress inclusive, being at sev- 
enteen dollars twenty-seven cents and two mills 


i a volume, six hundred and fifty-five dollars and 
| twenty cents. 


For payment of a balance due, for the second 
and third volumes of the fifth series of the, Doc- 


| umentary History, under contract with the Sec- 


retary of State, four hundred and seventy-three 
dollars. 

For one hundred copies of the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix, for the first session of the 
Thirty-Third Congress, for House library, six 
hundred dollars, and for binding the same, two 
hundred and forty dollars; for one hundred copies 
of the Congressional Globe and Appendix for the 


: second session of the Thirty-Third Congress, for 


House library, three hundred dollars, and for 


| binding the same, one hundred and twenty dol- 


lars. 

To enable John C. Rives to pay to the reporters 
of the House for the Congressional Globe the 
same amount of additional compensation for re- 
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porting this session as was paid them at the last, 
the sum of three thousand dollars is hereby ap- 
propriated ; and the Clerk of this Hause is hereby 
authorized to pay the same to said Rives, to be |i 
applied by him for that purpose. i‘ 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the $- | 
retary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to cause to be constructed 
the following buildings: At Ellsworth, Maine, 
for the aécommodation of the custom-house and 
post office, a building of brick, with fire-proof 
floors, constructed of iron beams and brick work, 
iron roof, shutters, sills, &., twenty-five feet by 
thirty, and twenty-five feet in height from the 
foundation, to cost not more than ten thousand 
dollars; at Belfast, Maine, for the accommoda- 
tion of the custom-house and post office, a build- 
ing of like materials, forty-five feet by thirty-two, 
and thirty-two feet high, and to cost not more than 
twenty thousand dollars; at Gloucester, Massa- 
chusetts, Toledo, Ohio, Burlington, Vermont, and 
Sandusky, Ohio, for the accommodation of the 
custom-house and post office, a building of like 
materials, sixty feet by forty-five feet, and thirty- 
two feet from the foundation, and to cost not 
more than forty thousand dollars for each build- 
ing; at Milwaukie, Wisconsin, for the accommo- 
dation of the custom-house, post office, and United 
States courts, a building of like material, sixty |; 
feet by forty-five feet, forty-eight feet in height || 
from the foundation, to cost not more than fifty 
thousand dollars; at New Haven, Connecticut, j! 
Newark, New Jersey, Buffalo, New York, Os- 
wego, New York, Wheeling, Virginia, Chicago, 
Illinois, and Detroit, Michigan, each for the ac- |: 
commodation of the custom-house, post office, |i 
United States courts, and steamboat inspectors,a 
building of stone, of like floors, beams, roofs, |! 
shutters, &c , eighty-five feet by sixty feet, sixty 
feet in height from the foundation, to cost not 
more than eighty-eight thousand dollars for each 
building; the building at Detroit to be erected upon 
a water lot belonging to the United States; at 
Galveston, Texas, for the accommodation of the 
custom-house, post office, and United States 
courts, a building of brick, of like floors, beams, 
roofs, shutters, &c., forty-five feet by seventy 
feet, forty-eight feet high from the foundation, 
with a portico on two sides, and to cost not more 
than one hundred thousand dollars; at Peters- 
burg, Virginia, for the’ accommodation of the 
eustom-house and post office, a building of stone, |! 
of like floors, beams, roofs, shutters, &c., sixty 
feet by forty-five feet, thirty-two feet high from 
_the foundation, to cost not more than sixty-two || 
thousand dollars. f 
Sec 3. And be it further enacted, That the sev- |! 
eral sums mentioned in the preceding section of 
this act, as the cost of the buildings therein author- | 
ized to be constructed, together with ten per cent. 
thereon to cover the compensation of architects, 
superintendents, advertising, and other contingent |; 
expenses, and so much as may be required to pur- 
chase suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the | 
same are hereby, appropriated, for the purposes j; 
aforesaid, out of any money in the Treasury not ji 
otherwise appropriated: Provided, That no money |, 
hereby appropriated shall be used or applied for |; 
the purposes mentioned until a valid tide to the land || 
for the sites of such bulidings, in each case shall be |; 
vested in the United States, and until the Stateshall ji 
also duly release and relinquish to the United States |} 
the right to tax or in any way assess said site, |! 
or the property of the United States that may i 
De thereon, during the time that the said United 
States shal! be or remain the owner thereof. i 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- |i 
retary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, || 
authorized and directed to cause to be constructed || 
the following buildings: | 
At New Orleans, Louisiana, a marine hospital, |; 
to cost not more than two hundred and forty-eight |; 
thousand dollars; and when said hospital shall | 
t 


have been completed, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall cause the- old hospitai at New Orleans | 
to be sold, and the proceeds thereof to be placed 
in the Treasury of the United States. 
At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital, to cost |; 
not more than seventy-five thousand dollars. ~ 
At Pensacola, Florida, a marine hospital, to cost 
not more than twenty thousand dollars. i 
At Burlington, in the State of Iowa, a marine 
hospital, to cost not more than fifteen thousand 
dollars. 


+ cover the compensation of architects, superintend- | 


| and so much as may be required to purchase suit- 


| Treasurer’s office, one clerk shall be taken from 


| class four; and that the Secretary of State be al- | 
| lowed, in addition to his present number of clerks, 


| hundred dollars; and the money necessary to pay | 


| propriated. 


i hereby authorized to employ one principal keeper || 


| salary of seven hundred and fifty dollars, one night | 
| watchman atan annual salary of six hundred dol- 
| lars, and two laborers at an annual salary each of 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sev- 
eral sums mentioned in the preceding section as! 
the cost of the buildings therein authorized to be | 
constructed, together with ten per cent. thereon to 


ents, advertising, and other contingent expenses, 


able sites for said buildings, be, and the same are | 
hereby, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise | 
appropriated: Provided, That no money hereby 
appropriated shall be used or applied for the pur- 
poses mentioned until a valid title to the land for 
the site of such building, in each case, shall be 
vested in the United States, and until the State 
shall also duly release and relinquish to the United | 
States the right to tax or in any way assess said 
site, or the property of the United States that may | 
be thereon, during the time that the United States 


| shall be or remain the owner thereof. 


i 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That there be 


| appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury | 
| not otherwise appropriated, asum sufficient to pay ! 
the clerks and employees of the Government, for | 


the year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five, such additional com- 
pensation as they may be entitled to receive, under | 
the act of twenty-second April, eighteen hundred | 
and fifty-four, entitled “ An act to amend the third | 
section of the act making appropriations. for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government | 
for the year ending thirtieth of June, eighteen hun- | 


| dred and fifty-four, and for other purposes,” and }| 
where additional compensation is not otherwise | 


provided for: Provided, That all laborers in the; 
employment of the Executive Departments of the |! 
Government in the City of Washington shall re- |! 
ceive an annual salary of four hundred and eighty | 
dollars each: Provided further, That the Postmaster 
General be allowed, in addition to his present 
number, three clerks of class two and two of class 
three; that the Attorney General be allowed, in 
addition to his present number, one clerk of class 
one, two of class two, and one of class three; that 
the Secretary of the Treasury be allowed in the 
First Auditor’s office, in addition to the present 
number, two clerks of class one, in the Sixth Aad- | 
itor’s office, in addition to the present number, 

seven clerks of class one, and one shall be taken | 
from class three and put in class four; and, in the į 


class two, and one from class three, and put in | 


two at an annual salary of twelve hundred dollars 
each, one at an annual salary of fourteen hundred | 
dollars, and one at an annual salary of sixteen | 


the compensation and increased compensation | 
under this section be, and the same is hereby, ap- | 


Sec. T. And be it further enacted, That the libra- jį 
rian of Congress shall receive eighteen hundred 
dollars; the assistant librarians fifteen hundred | 
dollars each, and the messenger twelve hundred i 
dollars per annum, and the money is hereby į 
appropriated to pay the same. ie 

Sec, 8. And be it further enacted, That the col- || 
lections of the Exploring Expedition, now in the | 
Patent Office, be placed under the care and manage- 
ment of the Commissioner of Patents, who is 


of said collections at an annual salary of nine i 
hundred dollars, one assistant keeper at an annual : 


three hundred and sixty-five dollars. 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the first |) 
proviso to the first section of the act entitled “ An: 


act to provide compensation to such persons as į 
may be designated by the Secretary of the Treas- || 
ury to receive and keep the public money, under | 
the fifteenth section of the act of sixth August, | 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, for the additional (| 
services required under that act,” approved March H 
second, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, shall not! 


be construed to apply to the collector of the dis- |! 


| trict of Buffalo Creek, while such collector shall i 
| be one of the designated depositors of publie | 


money. f 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the ac- | 
counts of the public printers, and the certificates 
of the Superintendent of Public Printing thereon 


shall.be subject to the examination and control of 
the accounting officersand Secretary of th nS 


ury, in like manner as-other public‘accounts... . 

Sec. 1l. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 
and fifty four, in lieu of the clerks heretofore au- 
thorized by law for the office of. the: assistant 
treasurer at New York, he be authorized to‘ap- 
point, with the approbation of the President of 
the United States, one chief clerk ata salary of 
two thousand one hundred dollars, one clerk-at 
two thousand dollars, two clerks at eighteen hun- 
dred dollars each, two clerks at fifteen hundred 
dollars each, one clerk at twelve hundred dollars, 
one messenger at nine hundred dollars, and two 
watchmen at five hundred and fifty dollars each, 
per annum. Incase of the sickness or unavoid- 
able absence from his office of the. assistant 
treasurer, he may in his discretion authorize the 
said chief clerk to act in his place, and to diş- 
charge all the duties required by law of the as- 
sistant treasurer. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the thirtieth of June, eighteen. hundred 
and fifty-three, the annual salary of the chaplains 
to Congress shall be seven hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, and such sum additional to that elsewhere 
provided as may be required to pay the same to 
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
five, is hereby appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pro- 
vided, The said sum shall be in fullof all compen- 
sation to be received by said chaplains. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
seventh section of the act of January eighteenth, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, entitled (‘An 
act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An act és- 
tablishing a Mint, and regulating the coins of the 


| United States,’ ” be so amended as to extend the 


limit for the annual salary of clerks in the Mint 
of the United States to eighteen hundred dollars. 
each, from and after the first-of July, eighteen 
hundred and fifty four, at the discretion of the 
officers authorized by law to appoint, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, 
including also one clerk in the office of, the as- 
sistant treasurer at Philadelphia, and that the sal- 
ary of the chief clerk of the branch Mint at New 
Orleans shall be twenty-two hundred dollars from 
and after the first of July, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four. f pee 
Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever it shall become necessary for the head of any 
department or office to employ special agents, 
other than officers of the Army or Nav vho 
may be charged with the disbursement of public 
moneys, they shall, prior to entering upon duty as 
such, give bond in such form. and with such secu- 
rity as the head of the Department or office em- 
ploying said agent may approve.) 
Sec. 15. And be it further, enacted, That here- 
after the warden of the penitentiary of the United 
States for the District of Columbia, and the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, shall 
make to the Secretary of the Interior, annually, 
in time to accompany the annual message of the 
President to Congress, report of their operations 
for the preceding year, and of the manner in which 
all appropriations have been applied, respectively; 
and that all estimates of the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings and Grounds shal] hereafter be 
approved and submitted by the Secretary of the 
Interior, annually, through the Treasury Depart- 
ment, as other estimates to the two Houses of 
Congress. And further, that all appropriations 
which are herein made, or may be hereafter made, 
for repairs or improvements of the public build- 
ings, grounds, and streets within the District of 
Columbia, and now under the charge of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, shall 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior; and that all laws, or parts of laws, 
inconsistent with this section, shall be, and the 
same are hereby, repealed. 
' Approven, August 4, 1854. 


Pusuic, LX XI. —An Act making Appropriations 
for Fortifications and other works of Defense, and 
‘for Repairs of Barracks and Quarters, for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty five. ; 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
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assembled, That the following sums be, and they 
‘are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
‘ated, for the construction, preservation, and re- 
pairs of certain fortifications, barracks, and quar- | 
ters, for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 
“thousand eight hundred and fifty-five: 

For Fort Montgomery, at outletof Lake Cham- 
plain, New York, fifteen thousand dollars. 
` For Fort Knox, at narrows of Penobscot river, | 
Maine, twenty thousand dollars. 

For Fort Warren, at the narrows, Boston har- 
bor, Massachusetts, thirty thousand dollars. 

For Fort Adams and quarters, entrance to Nar- | 
ragansett roads, Rhode Island, fifteen thousand | 
dollars. 

For Fort Schuyler, entrance to Long Island | 
sound, New York, fifteen thousand dollars. | 

For fort Richmond, at the narrows, New York | 
harbor, sixty thousand dollars. 

For Fort Delaware, Delaware river, Delaware, 
fifty thousand dollars. 

or Fort Carroli, Baltimore harbor, Maryland, 
fifty thousand dollars. | 

For Fort Monroe, entrance to Hampton roads, | 
Virginia, twenty thousand dollars. 

For Fort Sumpter, Charleston harbor, South ; 
Carolina, twenty thousand dollars. 

For Fort Clinch, entrance to Cumberland sound, į 
twenty-five thousand dollars. i 

For Fort Barancas and barracks, Pensacola 
harbor, ten thousand dollars. f 

For Fort McRee, Pensacola harbor, and reser- 
vation of the site, ten thousand dollars. 

For Fort Taylor, Key West, Florida, seventy- 
five thousand dollars. 

For Fort Jefferson, Tortugas, Florida, fifty | 
thousand dollars. : 


| 
\ 
4 
| 
j 


For fortifications at Alcatras Island, San Fran- |! Pugrrc, LXXV .—An Act granting the Right of | 


vei bay, California, one hundred thousand dol- 
ars. 

For fortifications at Fort Point, entrance to San | 
Francisco bay, California, one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

For armament of fortifications in the harbor of 
San Francisco, California, one hundred and thirty 
thousand dollars. 

For forts on the western frontiers of Texas, one 
hundred thousand dollars. 

For repair of Fort Niagara, New York, three 
thousand dollars. 

For repair of Fort Preble, Portland harbor, 
Maine, one thousand dollars. 

Far repair and improvement of Fort Inde- 
pendence, Boston harbor, Massachusetts, ten 
thousand dollars. 

For repair of Fort Columbus and Castle Wil- 
Hams, New York harbor, four thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For repair of Fort Hamilton, and for permanent 
wharf thereat, New York harbor, ten thousand | 
dollars. 


For repair of Fort Mifflin, Delaware river, || 


Pennsylvania, one thousand dollars. 
For repair of wharf at Old Point Comfort, Vir- | 
ginia, seven thousand dollars. 
For repair of Fort Macon, Beaufort harbor, | 
North Carolina, two thousand dollars. 

For preservation of the site of Fort Macon, 
Beaufort harbor, North Carolina, one thousand 
dollars. i 

For preservation of the site of Fort Johnson, | 
including a new wharf, Charleston harbor, South | 
Carolina, four thousand two hundred dollars. f 

For preservation of Fort Moultrie, Charleston | 
harbor, South Carolina, twelve thousand three 
hundred dollars. 

For repairs of Fort Jackson, Savannah river, 
Georgia, five thousand dollars. 

For repairs of Fort Morgan, mouth of Mobile 
bay, Alabama, five thousand dollars. : 

For repairs of Fort Pike, Rigolet Pass, Louis- į 
iana, one thousand dollars. H 

For repairs of Fort Macomb, (formerly Fort 
Wood,) Chef Menteur Pass, Louisiana, two thou- | 
sand dollars. 


Louisiana, five hundred dollars. 

For repairs and extension of Fort St. Philip, 
Mississippi river, Louisiana, twenty-five thousand 
dollars. 

For barracks and quarters at Fort Hamilton, | 
New York, one thousand dollars. | 


For contingent expenses of the fortifications not’ 


i 
ji 


lj section of land, they shall notify the register of 


$ 


| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 


i| act providing for the examination of the titles to | 


For repairs of Tower Dupre, Bayou Dupre, |! land in that part of the State of Louisiana, situ- 


; and the act approved May twenty-sixth, eighteen 


| 
Í 
i 
i 
i 


‘ation of titles to land in that part of the State of | 


| vided further, That if the said railroad and depots 
shall not be completed within ten years, or if at 


herein mentioned, the preservation of their sites, 

the protection of title, and repairs of sudden dam- 

age to forts, twenty thousand dollars. 
Approven, August 3, 1854. 


Pusuic, LXXIV.—An Act for the Relief of the 


Civil Township of Marion, in the county of | 


Mercer, Ohio. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the trustees of the civil township 
of Marion, in the county of Mercer, and State of 
Ohio, be, and they are hereby, authorized to se- 
lect, out of the unsold lands of the United States 


in said State, one section of land for school pur- |; 


poses, in lieu of section sixteen, to which said 
township is entitled by acts of Congress; and 
when the said trustees shal! have selected said 


the land office of the district in which said lands 
lie, and the same shall be reserved for sale, and 
set apart for the use of schools in said township: 
Provided, That said selection and notification be 
made within twelve months from the passage of 
this act: And provided further, That said selection 
shall be made of legal subdivisions of the public 
lands, and in quantities of not less than one hun- 
dred and sixty acres, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the title 
to the said lands, when so selected and set apart, 
shall vest in the State of Ohio, for the use of com- 
mon schools in said township, and shall be sub- 
ject to the same disposition and uses that the 
sections sixteen in the said State have been made 
by the various acts of Congress affecting the 
same. 

Avrroven, August 3, 1854. 


Way over, and Depot Grounds on, the Military 

Reserve at Fort Gratiot, in the State of Michigan, | 
to the Port Huron and Lake Michigan Railroad | 
Company. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and Mouse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress j 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to grant to the 
Port Huron and Lake Michigan Railroad Com- 
pany the right of way upon lands reserved for 
military purposes at Fort Gratiot, in the State of 
Michigan, and also the right to take and use other 
land belonging to the United States at the same 
place for necessary depots: Provided, That he 
shall be of opinion that the said grants will not be | 
detrimental to the public interests, and that the | 


i| company pay into the Treasury of the United |! 


States the appraised value of the premises re- 

quired for the depots and other necessary build- 

ings to be determined by such officer or officers of | 
the Engineer Corps, or such other person or per- 
sons as the Department may designate for that 
purpose: And provided further, That the location 
and width of the roadway, and the location and 
boundaries of the depot grounds, and also the 
conditions on which they are to be possessed and 
improved, shall be determined under the authority 
and with the approval of the President: And pro- 


any time after completion, the use of the said 

railroad or depots be discontinued or abandoned, 

the said grant shall cease and determine. 
Approven, August 3, 1854. 


Pusiic, LXXVI. —An Act to revive the Act ap- 
proved March third, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
three, and the Act approved May twenty-sixth, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-four, supplemental 
thereto, in reference to the Rio Hondo Claims to 
Land in Louisiana. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
assembled, That the act approved March third, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-three, entitled ‘* An | 
ated between the Rio Hondo and the Sabine river,” 


hundred and twenty-four, entitled An act sup- 
plementary to an act providing for the examin- 


Louisiana situated between the Rio Hondo and 


for and during the space of two years from the 
promulgation of this act. 

Sec. 2. And be itfurther enacted, That the regis- 
j ter and receiver at Natchitoches shall, severally, 
r@eive, as a full compensation for the duties re- 
quired of them by the acts herein revived, the sum 
of fifty dollars whenever they shall have finished 
the business required of them by the acts herein 
j revived, and shall forward their reports to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Approven, August 3, 1854. 


Pusric, LXXVII.—An Aci to increase the Pay of 
the Rank and File of the Army, and to encourage 
Enlistments. : 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That the pay of the non-commissioned 
| officers, musicians, and privates of the Army of 
the United States, shall be increased at the rate of 
four dollars per month, and to continue for the 
! term of three yéars from and after the firstday of 


|| January next, and until otherwise fixed by law. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
soldier, who, having been honorably discharged 
from the service of the United States, shall, within 
one month thereafter, reénlist, shall be entitled to 
two dollars per month in addition to the ordinary 
pay of his grade, for the first period of five years 
after the expiration of his previous enlistment, 
and a further sum of one dollar per month for 
each successive period of five years, so long as he 
shall remain continuously in the Army; and that 
soldiers now in the Army, who have served one 
ior more enlistments, and been honorably dis- 
i charged, shall be entitled to the benefits herein 
| provided for a second enlistment. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That soldiers 
who served in the war with Mexico, and received 
, a certificate of merit for distinguished services, as 
i well those now in the Army as those that may 
hereafter enlist, shall receive the two dollars per 
month to which that certificate would have enti- 
tled them had they remained continuously in the 


rmy. 

Sea. 4, And be it further enacted, That non- 
| commissioned officers, who, under the authority 
of the seventeenth section of the act approved 
March third, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, 
were recommended for promotion by brevet to the 
lowest grade of commissioned officer, but did not 
receive the benefit of that provision, shall be en- 
titled, under the condition recited in the foregoing 
section, to the additional pay authorized to be 
given to such privates as received certificates of 
merit. 

; Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
‘ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
| authorized, by and with the advice and consent of 
i the Senate, to confer the brevet of second lieuten- 
| ant upon such meritorious non-commissioned ofi- 
| cers as may, under regulations to be established, 
be brought before an Army Board, composed of 
four officers of rank, specially convened for the 
purpose, and be found qualified for the duties of 
commissioned officers; and to attach them to regi- 
ments as supernumerary officers, according to the 
provisions of the fourth section of the act ap- 
proved April twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and 
twelve, entitled ‘* An act making further provision 
for the corps of engineers.” 

Src. 6. And beit further enacted, That the allow- 
ance to soldiers cmployed at work on fortifications, 
i in surveys, in cutting roads, and other constant 
abor, of not less than ten days, authorized by the 
ct approved March second, eighteen hundred and 
nineteen, entitled ‘ An act to regulate the pay of 
the Army when employed on fatigue duty,” be 
increased to twenty-five cents per day for men 
| employed as laborers and teamsters, and forty 
; cents per day when employed as mechanics, at al 
stations east of the Rocky Mountains, and to 
| thirty-five cents and fifty cents per day, respect- 
| ively, when the men are employed at the stations 
west of those mountains. 

Appnovep, August 4, 1854. 


| 


| Pustic, LXX VIH. —An Act to repeal the first pro~- 
viso of the fourth section of the act entitled “An act 
granting bounty land to certain Officers and Sol- 
diers who have been engaged in the Military Service 
of the United States,” approved September twenty- 
eighth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty. 


the Sabine,” be, and the same are hereby, revived 


Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Repre- 


1854. 
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sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the first proviso of the fourth sec- 
tion of the act entitled “ An act granting. bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,” approved September twenty-eighth, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed. 
ArrrovEÐ, August 4, 1854. 


PUBLIC, LXXIX. —An Act to Incorporate the 


Pioner Manufacturing Company of Georgetown, | 


„_ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Thomas Wilson, Evan Lyons, 
Esau Pickrell, and Thomas Brown, their asso- 
ciates, successors, and assigns, be, and they are 
hereby made and constituted a body-corporate 
and politic, by the name of ‘* The Pioneer Manu- 
facturing Company of Georgetown, D.C.,”’ to be 
established at Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and as such shall have succession, and 
may sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, 
in any court of law or equity, and may have and 
use a common seal, and the same may change and 
alter at pleasure, and shall have and may exercise 
all the powers, rights and privileges which are 
incident to a corporation except as restricted by 
this act, and which are necessary and proper for 
manufacturing cotton, woollen, or silk goods or 
fabrics of various descriptions, and vending the 
same, and for making and constructing all ma- 
chinery which may be necessary for the purposes 
aforesaid; and may purchase, have, hold, use, 
and enjoy such a quantity of land as may be suffi- 
cient for prosetuting the business aforesaid, to 
erect thereon such buildings and improvements as 
may be necessary for the purposes aforesaid, and 
to sell and dispose of the same at pleasure. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the cap- 
ital stock or property already contributed by the 
parties hereby incorporated, and, their associates, 
shall be divided into shares of one hundred dollars 
each, to be distributed amongst the’ said parties 
and their associates, in proportion to their respect- 
ive interests; and the capital stock of the corpora- 
tion may be increased from time to time, in such 
manner as the stockholders in general meeting 
may direct, so that the entire capital stock at.any 
one time shall not exceed two hundred thousand 
dollars; and the said shares shall be deemed and 
taken as personal estate, and shall be transferable 
only on the books of the corporation, and in such 
manner as may be. prescribed by the by-laws 
thereof; and the owner of one or more such shares 
shall, in virtue thereof, be entitled at all elections, 
and in all meetings of the stockholders, to one vote 
for each and every share which may be owned by 
him, which said vote may be given in person or 
by proxy, in such manner as the by-laws may 
direct. F 

Sec.3. And be it further enacted, That the man- 


agement of the business and concerns of said cor- | 


poration, subject, nevertheless, to such restraint 
and qualifications as may be prescribed by the 
by-laws or other votes of the stockholders adopted 
in general meeting, shall be vested in a board to 


consist of a president and six directors, who shall | 
be elected by ballot, and shall be stockholders at | 


the time of their election; and they, or a majority 
of them, shall be a quorum for the transaction of 
jasiness; that the first board shall be elected within 
six months after the passage of this act; and the 


subsequent elections shall be made annually there- | 
after, on the first Monday in May, at a general | 


meeting of the stockholders, to be convened for 
the purpose at such time and place; and after such 
notice as may be fixed by the by-laws of the cor- 


poration, or by the president and directors in con- | 


formity therewith; but if an election shall not be 
made on the day appointed for the purpose, it 
may be made at any time thereafter; and the pres- 


ident and directors, for the time being, shall hold | 


and exercise their offices until a new election shall 


be made; and in case of a vacancy in the office of | 
president or director, the remaining members of | 


the board shall choose a president or director, as 
the case may be, to serve until the next annual 
election. 

Sec., 4. And be it further enacted, That a general 
meeting of the stockholders shall be called by the 
president and directors as often as they may deem 


expedient, or as the stockholders by their by- 
laws or other votes may direct, and may likewise 
be called by any number of stockholders owning 
not less than one fourth part of the capital stock; 
and at least five days’ notice of the time and place 
of such meeting shall be given to each stockholder 
personally, or by advertisement, to be inserted in 
a newspaper published daily in the City of Wash- 
ington; and in any meeting of stockholders for 
the transaction of any business, the owners of 
the major part of the capital stock present by 
person or by proxy, shall form a quorum; and 
every such meeting shall have full power and 
authority to provide by ordinary by-laws, or by 
other vote, for transacting the business of the cor- 
poration, which by-laws or vote, whilst in force, 
shall be binding on the president and directors. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to confer 
banking privileges on the said corporation, -or the 
power of issuing bank notes, or notes in the na- 
ture of bank notes or paper intended to circulate 
as bank notes or currency: Provided, That noth- 
ing in this act contained shall be su construed as 
to prevent the Congress of the United States from 
altering or repealing the same whenever the pub- 
lic good requires it: And provided further, That 
the stockholders, individually and collectively, 
shall be responsible for all the acts done, and ob- 
ligations incurred by the corporation created by 
this act. 


Approven, August 4, 1854. 


Pusric, LXXX.—4n Act making Appropriations 
for the Service of the Post Office Department during 
the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-five. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, epproprialedgfor the service of 
the Post Office Department for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five, out of any moneys in the Treasury aris- 
ing from the revenues of the said Department, in 
conformity to the act of the second of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six: 

For transportation of the mails, five million two 
hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For compensation to postmasters, two millions 
of dollars. 

For ship, steamboat, and way letters, twenty - 
five thousand dollars. 

For wrapping paper, fifty-five thousand dollars. 

For office furniture in the post offices, eight thou- 
sand dollars. 

For advertising, eighty-five thousand dollars. 

For mail bags, fifty-five thousand dollars. 

For blanks, sixty-five thousand dollars. 

For mail locks, keys, and stamps, twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 

For mail depredations and special agents, sixty 


‘thousand dollars. 


For clerks in the offices of postmasters, five 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars. 

For postage stamps and stamped envelopes, 
fifty-five thousand dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, 
twenty thousand dollars. 7 : 

For compilation of post routes, as contained in 
the bill passed at the present session of Congress 
establishing routes, one thousand dollars. 

To enable the Postmaster General to purchase 
the patent of the clam-shell padlock, should he be 
of opinion the public service requires it, the sum 
of five thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
be, and is hereby, appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, asum 
not exceeding two million three hundred and forty- 
four thousand four hundred and sixty-four dollars, 
to supply any deficiency that may arise in the 
revenues of the Post Office Department to meet 
the foregoing appropriations for the year ending 
the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That hereafter 
the Postmaster General be authorized and directed 
to continue the mail service between Charleston, 
Key West, and Havana during August and Sep- 
tember, by a competent steamer, as itis now being 
performed during ten months of the year, and that 


one hundred and 


to enable him to do so, ten thousand dollars are i 


hereby appropriated, out of any 1 i 
Treasury not otherwise app 
Sec: 4, And be tt further enacted,’ the 
allowed and paid to the postmaster of Was 
ton city, District of Columbia, out of any m 
in the Treasury not otherwise ‘appropriated 
commission of one mill per pound upon the agg: 
gate weight of public documents printed by ordér”” 
of Congress and deposited in the office’ of said: 
postmaster to be maite; this allowance to còm” 
mence with the passage of this ‘act, and to con- 
tinue for one year only, and'to be computed froni ` 
the ascertained weight for the month of January; ` 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four. And that the” 
said postmaster be required to pay out of the'said 
commissions to the clerks and other employees of’ 
his office a sum not exceeding two hundred and 
fifty dollars each, per annum, as compensation for 
the extra labor performed by them in the assort- 
ment and mailing of said documents; and that he 
be required to account for, and settle with, the 
Post Office Department for the disbursement of 
these commissions, and any surplus that may re- 
main, in the same manner as is now required: in © 
the settlement of his other accounts. f 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
master General be authorized and: directed to ‘ea: 


tablish a mail on the Mississippi river from Cairo! 


to New Orleans, and from Keokuk, Iowa, to'Ga+ 
lena, in Ilinois, and that he contract for the same» 
in one lige, orin such divisions or sections, or both; 
as may be most compatible. with the public ser»: 
vice; and to facilitate the execution of this section: 
the Postmaster General may make immediate 
temporary arrangements for carrying said mail 
by the trip; and if he fails to obtain acceptable: 
bids after advertising for thirty days, he may 
make private contracts for carrying said mail, and 
the said mail shall be carried daily from Cairo to 
New Orleans; but the Postmaster General is au- 
thorized, at his discretion, to restrict the deliver of 
the mail at all other pointa than Cairo, Memphis, 
Napoleon, Vicksburg, Natchez, Baton Rouge, and. 
New Orleans, to three mails a week eich way: 
Provided, Nothing herein contained shall. b 
construed as to impair the rights of parties her 
tofore contracting for said service. pare 
Approvep, August 5, 1854. 


Pustec, LXXXI. An Act to graduate and reduce: 
the price of the Public Lands to actual Settlers and” 
Cultivators. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress, 
assembled, That all of the publie lands of the Uni- 
ted States which shall have been in market for ten 
years or upwards, prior to the time of application 
to enter the same under the he of this act, 
and still remaining unsold, shall be subject to sale, 
at the price of one dollar per acre; and all ôf the: 
lands of the United States that shallhave been in 
market for fifteen years or upwards, as ‘aforesaid, 
and still remaining unsold, shall be subject to’gale 
at seventy-five cents per acre; and all of the lands 
of the United States that shall have been in market 
for twenty years or upwards, a8 aforesaid, and 
still remaining unsold, shall be subject to sale at 
fifty cents per acre; and all of the lands of the 
United States that shall have been in market for 
twenty-five years and upwards, as aforesaid, 
and still remaining unsold, shall be subject to sale: 
at twenty-five cents per acre; and all lands of the’ 
United States that shall have been in.market for 
thirty years or more, shall be subject to sale. at: 
twelve-and-a-half cents per acre: Provided, This 
section shall not be so construed as to extend to 
lands reserved to the United States, in acts grant- 
ing land to States for railroad or other internal 
improvements, or to mineral lands held at over 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That upon 
every reduction in price under the provisions of 
this act, the occupant and settler upon the lands 
shall have the right of preémption at such gradu 
ated price, upon the same terms, conditions, re- 
strictions, and limitations, upon which the public 
lands of the United States are now subject tothe 
right of preémption, until within thirty days pre- 
ceding the next graduation or reduction that shall 
take place; and if not so purchased, shall again be 


| subject to right of preémption for eleven months aa 


before, and so on from time totime, as reductions 
take place: Provided, That nothing in this act 
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shall be so construed asto interfere with any right 
which has or may accrue by virtue of any act 
granting preémption to actual settlers upon public 
lands. . 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That any 

erson applying to enter any of the aforesaid 
lande shali be required to make affidavit before 
the register or receiver of the proper land office, 
that he or she enters the same for his or her own 
use, and for the purpose of actual settlement and 
cultivation, or for the use of an adjoining farm or | 
plantation, owned or occupied by him or herself, 
and together with said entry, he or she has not 
acquired from the United States, under the pro- 


thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five: . 

For pay of the Army, one million eight hun- 
dred and thirty-nine thousand and seventy-one 
doliars. 

For commutation of officers’ subsistence, six 
|! hundred and twenty-four thousand three hundred 
! and thirty-six dollars. 

_ For commutation of forage for officers’ horses, 
: one hundred and four thousand eight hundred and 
: thirty-two dollars. 

For payments in lieu of clothing for officers’ 
ervants, thirty-six thousand three hundred and 
fty dollars. 


| 


8 


fi 


visions of this act, more than three hundred and 
twenty acres, according to the established surveys; | 
and if any person or persons taking such oath or | 
affidavit shall swear falsely in the premises, he or ; 
she shall be subject to all the pains and penalties | 
of perjury. | 

Aprroven, August 4, 1854. 


Posric, LAXXU.—4n Act declaring the Southern i i 


Boundary of New Mexico. | 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That, until otherwise provided by law, | 

the territory acquired under the late treaty with 
Mexico, commonly known as the Gadsden treaty, | 
be, and the same is hereby, incorporated with the į 
territory of ‘“ New Mexico,” subject to all the: 
laws of said last named Territory. 
Arproven, August 4, 1854, ! 

` iS 

Pousuic, LAXXIIT.—.An Act to extend the Right of | 
Preémption over Unsurveyed Lands in Minnesota, 


and for other purposes. | 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of Ihe United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the provisions of the preémption 
act of fourth September, eighteen hundred and 
forty-one, and the acts amendatory thereof, shall 
be extended to the lands in Minnesota Territory, 


whether surveyed or not; but in all cases where |: 


preémption is claimed on unsurveyed lands, the 
settler shall file his declaratory statement within 


For expenses of recruiting, fifty-five thousand 
two hundred dollars. 

For three months’ extra pay for non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, on reén- 
listment, ten thousand dollars. 


| For clothing for the Army, camp and garrison 
į equipage, four hundred and eighty thousand three 
‘hundred and fifty-nine dollars and thirty-eight 
‘cents. 


‘| Por the regular supplies of the Quartermaster’s 


| Department, consisting of fuel, forage in kind for 
i the horses, mules, and oxen of the Quartermaster’s 
| Department, at the several military posts and sta- 
tions, and with the armies in the field; for the 
; horses of the first and second regiments of dra- 


i| goons, the companies of light arullery, the regi- 


; ment of mounted riflemen, and such companies 
i of infantry as may be mounted, and also for the 


i; authorized number of officers’ horses, when serv- | 
| ingin the feld, and at the outposts; of straw for | 


soldiers’ bedding, and of stationery, including 
; company and other blank books for the Army, 
il certificates for discharged soldiers, blank forms 


| for the pay and Quartermaster’s Departments, and 
| for the printing of @vision and department orders, | 


i Army regulations and reports, nine hundred and 
i fifty thousand dollars. 

Por the incidental expenses of the Quartermas- 
| ter’s Department, consisting of postage on letters 
| and packets received and sent by officers of the 


three months after the survey has been made and 
returned, and make proof and payment before the 
day appointed by the President’s proclamation for 
the commencement of the sale of the lands, in- 
cluding the tract claimed: Provided, however, That 
if, when the said lands are surveyed, it is found 
that two or more persons have settled upon the 
same quarter section, each shall be permitted to 
enter his improvement, as near as may be, by legal 
subdivisions. 
Approvenp, August 4, 1854. 


Puric, LAXXIV.—An Act for the Reliefof Thomas 
Bronaugh, and for the repeal of the “ Act to aid the 
Territory of Minnesota in the Construction of 
Railroad therein,” approved the twenty-ninth June 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is 
hereby directed to increase the pension of Thomas 
Bronaugh, who is now on the rolls at four dollars, 


to the rate of eight dollars per month, to com- | 


mence January first, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four. 


dec. 2. Jind be it further enacted, That the bill | 


entitled “ An act to aid the Territory of Minne- 
gota in the construction of a railroad therein,” 
which passed the House of Representatives on 


the twentieth day of June, eighteen hundred and | 


fifty-four, and which was upproved by the Presi- "ot infantry as may be mounted, viz: horse equip- | 


dent of the United States on thetwenty-ninth day 


of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, be, and | 


the’ same is hereby, repealed. 
Approven, August 4, 1854. 


Pusuic, LXXXV An Act making Appropriations 


fifty five. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Uniled States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury net otherwise appropriated, for 
the support of the Army far the year ending the 


‘| Army on public service; expenses of courts-mar- 


ual and courts of inquiry, including the additional 
> compensation to judyes-ad vocate, recorders, mem- 
| bers, and witnesses, while on that service, under 


two; extra pay to soldiers employed, under the 
|| direction of the Quartermaster’s Department, in 
|; the erection of barracks, quarters, storehouses, 
|| and hospitals; the construction of roads and other 
| constant labor, for periods of not less than ten 
|; days, under the act of March second, eighteen 
|! hundred and nineteen, including those employed 
|| as clerks at division and department headquarters; 


j 
ji 
l 


posts and armies in the field; of escorts to pay- 
masters, other disbursing officers, and trains, 
; when military escorts cannot be furnished; ex- 
cers and soldiers; authorized office furniture; hire 
of laborers in the Quartermaster’s Department, 


| 
| for the Army; compensation of clerk to officers of 
i the Quartermaster’s Department; compensation 
| of forage and wagonmasters, authorized by the 


actof July, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight; for 


ii goons, the companies of light artillery, the regi- 
H tent of mounted riflemen, and such companies 


; ments, the purchase of traveling forges, black- 
‘smiths? and shoeing tools, horse and mule shoes, 
iron and steel for shoeing, hire of veterinary sur- 

: geons, purchase of medicines for horses and 
; mules, shoeing horses of mounted corps and re- 
i pairing dragoon and rifle equipments, three hun- 


i 


sixty-eight dollars and thirty-two cents, 


;| cluding hire or commutation of quarters for offi- 
_ cers; hire of quarters for troops, of storehouses 
for the safe-keeping of military stores, and of 
i grounds for summer cantonments; for encamp- 


| expenses of expresses to and from the frontier | 


ii penses of the interment of non-commissioned offi- | 
‘| including hire of interpreters, spies, and guides || 
| the apprehension of deserters, and the expenses | 


i incident to their pursuit; the various expenditures ; 
|: required for the first and second regiments of dra- |; 


d ii dred and seventy-five thousand three hundred and ; 
for the Support of the Army fir the year ending the || y 


thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and!) Wor constructing barracks and other buildings 


‘at posts, which it may be necessary to occupy i; 
during the year, and for repairing, altering, and | 


i enlarging buildings at the established posts, in- |, 


| 
| 
i 
i 


| the transportation of themselves and baggage, 
when traveling on duty without troops, one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand dollars. 

For transportation of the Army, including the 
baggage of the troops, when moving either by 
land or water; of clothing, camp and garrison 
equipage, and horse equipments, from the depot 
at Philadelphia to the several posts and Army de- 
pots; of subsistence from the places of purchase, 
and from the places of delivery, under contract, to 
such places as the circumstances of the service 
may require it to be sent; of ordnance, ordnance> 
stores, and small arms, from the founderies and 
armories to the arsenals, fortifications, frontier 
posts, and Army depots; freights, tolls, and fer- 
viages; for the purchase and hire of horses, mules, 
oxen, wagons, carts, drays, ships, and other sea- 
going vessels and boats, for the transportation of 
supplies, and for garrison purposes; for drayage 
and cartage at the several posts; hire of teamsters; 
transportation of funds for the pay and other dis- 
bursing departments; the expense of sailing publie 
transports on the various rivers, the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, and the Atlantic and Pacific; and for procur- 
ing water at such posts as from their situation re- 
quire that it be brought from a distance, one mil- 
lion two hundred thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of horses required for the first 
and second regiments of dragoons, the companies 
of light artillery, and the regiment of mounted 
riflemen, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For contingencies of the Army, six thousand 
| dollars. 
| 


| 
} 
| 
! 
| 
i 
! 
f 
| 
| 
| 
! 


For the medical and hospital departments, fifty- 
: one thousand two hundred and forty dollars. 

| For contingent expenses of the adjutant gen- 
eral’s department, as division and department: 
headquarters, four hundred dollars. 

For repair and preparation of the pontoon-bridge 
train, to be stored and kept in readiness for the 
field, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For armament of fortifications, one ,hundred 
and twenty-five thousand dollars, 

For ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies, 
seventy-five thousand dollars. : 

For the current expenses of the ordnance ser- 
vice, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For the manufacture of arms at the national 
| armories, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars: 
| Provided, That so much of all laws heretofore 
passed, which authorize the appointment of mili- 
tary officers to superintend the operations at the 
i national armories, be, and the same is hereby, 
| repealed; and from and after the passage of this 
, act, it shall be the duty of the President of the 
‘ United States, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to appoint a competent and well 
qualified civilian ‘as superintendent at each of said 
Į armories. 

For repairs and improvementsand new machin- 
ery at Harper’s Ferry, thirty-five thousand one 
hundred dollars. ` 

For arsenals, thirty-three thousand three hun- 
dred and ten dollars. ; 

; For the completion of magazine at Jefferson 
| barracks, Missouri, twenty-five thousand dollars. 
, _ For an iron steamer to be used in the survey of 
: the northwestern lakes, including Lake Superior, 
. under the War Department, fifty thousand dollars. 

For military and geographical surveys west ofẹ 
the Mississippi, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For continuing the survey of the northern and 
i northwestern lakes, including Lake Superior, fifty 
| thousand dollars. 

For repairs of instruments of the Corps of To- 
pographical Engineers, five thousand dollars. 

For printing and distributing charts of lake 
|. surveys, one thousand five hundred dollars. 
| For the purchase of Barlow’s planetarium, for 
|! the use of the Military Academy at West Point, 


li two thousand dollars. 


a 
For fuel and quarters for officers of the Army 
serving on light-house duty, the payment of 
; which is no longer made or provided for by the 
i Quartermaster’s Department, five thousand and 
i; Sixty-three dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

: For continuing the explorations and surveys 
| to ascertain the best route fora railway to the 
'Pacifie, and for completing the reports of sur- 
i; veys already made, the sum of one hundred and 
© fifty thousand dollare. 
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For fuel and quarters,and for mileage or trans- 
portation for. officers and enlisted soldiers of the 
Army serving in the Coast Survey, in cases no 
longer provided for by the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment, ten thousand dollars. i 

For arrearages prior to July first, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, payable through” the 
office of the Third Auditor, under an act approved 
May the first, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty, in addition to a balance of seven thousand 
six hundred and fifty-three dollars and five cents 
undrawn in the Treasury on the thirtieth of Sep- 
tember, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
three, three thousand five hundred dollars. 
_- For fuel and quarters, and for mileage or trans- 
portation for officers and enlisted soldiers. of the 
Army serving in the Coast Survey, in cases’ no 


longer provided for by the Quartermaster’s De- | 


partment, ten thousand dollars. 

For arrearages prior to July first, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, payable through the 
office of the Third Auditor, under an act approved 
May the first, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty, in addition to a balance of seven thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty-three dollars and five 
cents undrawn in the Treasury on the thirtieth of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
three, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For purchase of a site, and construction of an 
arsenal, at Benicia, California, thirty-three thou- 
sand nine hundred and eighty-five dollars. 

For the sword ordered to be presented to Brevet 
‘Major [General] John E. Wool, by the joint reso- 
lution approved Janugry twenty-fourth, eight[een] 


hundred and fifty -foug, one thousand five hundred | 


dollar : 
For Sayment of claims adjudicated by the board 
- of Army officers, appointed by the Secretary of 
War, under the sixth section of the act of August 
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, one 
hundred and twenty-nine thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-five dollars and twenty-three and a half 
cents. 

For the purchase of the best breach-loading rifles 
in the opinion of the Secretary of War, for the use 
of the United States Army, ninety thousand dol- 
lars: Provided, That the Secretary of War, after a 
fair practical test thereof, shall deem the purchase 
advisable and proper. 

That the proper accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury be, and they are hereby, directed, in the settle- 
ment of the accounts of Captain Joseph L. Folsom, 
assistant quartermaster of the United States Army, 


to receive parol testimony of the disbursements | 


made by him as such assistant quartermaster, in 
lieu of vouchers for such disbursements which 
were destroyed by the fire in the City of San 
Francisco, on the fourth of May, Anno Domini 
eighteen hundred and fifty-one, and that upon the 
testimony so taken, if satisfactory to the Depart- 
ment, the accounts of said assistant quartermaster 
shall be audited and settled according to the prin- 
ciples of equity and justice: Provided, That the 
sum allowed shall not exceed the balance now due 
from said Folsom to the Treasury. 


Shatonees.—-For the first installment of interest | 
at five per cent. on forty thousand dollars for 


education, per third article of the treaty of May 
tenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
sand dollars. 


For the first of eight annual installments of | 


money in payment for lands, per third article of 
dhe treaty May tenth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, one hundred thousand dollars. a 

For the expenses of surveying the lands and 
setting apart the surplus, as provided in the fifth 
article of the treaty 
and fifty-four, nine thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-six dollars. 

For payment for relinquishment of certain per- 
manent and other annuities, and satisfaction for 
losses, damages, and claims, per eleventh article 
of the treaty of May tenth, eighteen hundred and 
- fifty-four, twenty-seven thousand dollars. 


Kaskaskia and Peori,and Weaand Piankeshaw.— 
For the expenses of surveying the land, as pro- 
vided in the third and fourth articles of the treaty 
of May thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
five thousand three hundred dollars. 

For payment of the first of three installments in 
monty of thirteen thousand dollars each for pur- 
chase of former permanent annuities and relin- 


quiehment of claimeand damage, per sixth article `! 


two thou- | 


May tenth, eighteen hundred | 


\ 


i 


eic., per third article of the treaty of June fifth, 


i| (the amount having been carried to the surplus 


‘smith and assistant, 
lars; iron and steel, two hundred and twenty 


of the treaty of May thirtieth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, thirteen thousand dollars. 

- For the first of five installments for support ofa 
blacksmith and assistant, per sixth article of. the 
treaty thirtieth May, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, seven hundred and twenty dollars. 

For the first of five installments for the purchase 
of iron and steel, per sixth article-of the treaty of 
thirtieth May, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
two hundred and twenty dollars. 

For the erection of a smiths’ shop, and pur- 
chase of tools therefor, per sixth article of the 
treaty of thirtieth of May, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, one hundred and twenty dollars. - 

Miamies. —For expenses of surteying the lands, 
as provided in the second article of the treaty of 
June fifth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, seven 
thousand four hundred and fifty-two dollars. 

For interest at the rate of five per centum on 
fifty thousand dollars for educational purposes, 


eighteen hundred and fifty-four, two thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

Reappropriation: For payment of the valua- 
tion of improvements on lands ceded as stipulated 
in the sixth article of the treaty of eighteen hun-. 
dred and thirty-four, and the seventh article of 
the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 


fund. by warrant number ninety-four of treaty of 
fourth September, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, 
per fourth article of the treaty of June fifth, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-four,) eight thousand dol- 
lars and sixty-eight cents. 

For the payment of the Miamies residing on the 
ceded lands, of the firstof six Boal annual instali 
ments for purchase of former perpetual and other 
annuities and relinquishment of claims, etc., per 
fourth article of the treaty June fifth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, thirty-one thousand seven 
hundred and thirty-nine dollars and eleven cents. 

For payment in fullto John Grigg and Sash-o- 
quash, as provided in the fourth article of said 
last mentioned treaty, nine thousand six hundred 
and eighty-nine dollars and twenty-two cents. 

For payment of the claims of Miamies, who 
live on the ceded lands, for damages and loss of 
stock and other property, and for losses of im- 
provements, etc., caused by their removal from 
Sugar Creek, per fourth article of the treaty of 
June fifth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, seven 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five dollars 
and eighty-two cents, 

For payment of the expenses incurred in ne- 
gotiating the articles of May twelfth, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four, with the Menomonee Indians; 
supplemental and amendatory to the treaty of Oc- 
tober eighteenth, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, 
nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

For extra clerk hire for the service of the In- 
dian office, for one year, commencing on the first 
of August, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, five 
thousand six hundred dollars. 

For payment of the expenses of the delegates | 
of the Creek nation of Indians now in this city, 
one thousand one hundred and ninety-nine dollars 
and fifty-five cents: Provided, That the following 
appropriations contained in the Indian appropria- 
tion act, passed at the present session, are hereby 
annulled and repealed: 

For fulfilling treaties with the Shawnees; per- 
manent provision for salt, sixty dollars; black- 


‘twenty-second, one thousand eig 


eight hundred and forty dol- 


dollars. : 

For fulfilling treaties with the Piankeshaws, in 

ermanent annuities, eight hundred dollars. 

For fulfilling treaties with the Weas, permanent 
annuity, three thousand doliars. 

For fulfilling treaties with the Miamies; money 
in lieu of laborers, two hundred and fifty dollars; 
agricultural implements, two hundred dollars. 

"For fulfilling treaties with the Delawares; per- 
manent annuity, fourth article, treaty of August, | 
seventeen hundred and ninety-five, one thousand 
dollars; permanent annuity third article of treaty 
of September, eighteen hundred and nine, five 
hundred dollars; permanent annuity, fifth article, 
treaty of October, eighteen hundred and eighteen, 
four thousand dollars; permanent annuity, article 
supplementary, &c., (eighteen hundred and twen- 
ty-nine,) one thousand dollars; permanent pro- i 


i 
1 
i 
i 
i 


|| seventh, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, 


: event that the Secretary of 


visions for blacksmith, October, eighteen hundred | 
and eighteen, seven hundred and twenty dollars; ii 


permanent provisions for`i teel for: 7 
October, eighteen hundred ‘and eighteen, two hún 
dred and twenty dollars. pee OTS gin sta 

For payment, as stipulated by the-article dated: 
June thirteenth, eighteen hundred and- fifty-four, 
supplementary to the treaty at ‘Fort ‘Gibsof; òf: 
November twenty-third, eighteen “hundred! and: 
thirty-eight, to individuals of the Creek mation, 
for “ claims for property and improvements aban 
doned or lost, in consequence of their emigration 
west of the Mississippi,” to be distributed yunder 
the direction of the chiefs and the agent of the 
United States for the Creeks, in the proportion as 
set forth and determined in the schedule referred. 
to in the second article of the said treaty of No= 
vember twenty-third, eighteen hundred and thirty= 
eight, three hundred and fifty thousand dollars? 
Provided further, That the appropriation of seven- 
teen thousand, five hundred dollars, for interest 
thereon contained in the Indian appropriation act, 
passed at the present session, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. i ` 

For completing the Mendota and big Sioux 
river road, in accordance with the estimates of the 
Secretary of War, twenty-five thousand dollars, 
to be expended under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of War. ks Be 

Sec. [2.] And be it further endcted, That the 
amount which it may be found necessary to pay’ 
under the act of twenty-seventh March, eighteen. 
hundred and fifty-four, to the widows and orphans 
of the United States troops who perished by the 
recent disaster to the steamship San Francisco, : 
be paid out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. [3.] And be it further enacted, That the act. 
approved September twenty-eight, one thousand: 
eight hundred and fifty, entitled “ An act grant- 
ing bounty land to certain officers and soldiers 
who have been engaged in the military service of 
the United States,” the act approved March 

ht hundred and 
fifty-two, entitled “ An act to make land warrants 
assignable, and for other purposes,” and the act 
approved February third, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-three, entitled “t An act to continue: 
half pay to certain widows and orphans” shall not 
be so construed as to deprive any widow from the 
benefits therein granted for the services of her huge: 
bard, though she may have married again: Pro- 
vided, however; That the applicant isa widow at 
the time of making the claim: Provided, Such 
party shall not receive pension during coverture. 
© Sec. [4.] And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to receiyg and cause to be placed on 
the files of his Department, such additional muster- 
rolls of the battalion of volunteers commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel J. ©. Frémont in. California, 
duly authenticated by the proper officers, as have 
not heretofore been received and filed, and to cause 
sikh corrections of the muster-rolls to be made in 
regard to the periods of enlistment and terms of 
service, and the omission of names of the mem» 
bers of said battalion as, upon satisfactory proof, 
he may deem right and proper, and as far as prac- 
ticable, to correspond with the pay-rolls of Major 
P. B. Reading, paymaster of said battalion with 
respect to the period of service, t 
served in the military. service of the ‘United States 
in Galifornia.during the late war with Mexico, 
whether under the command of naval or militar 
officers, may be entitled to all the benefits of a 
the acts of Congress, providing for the enrollment 
of volunteers in the Mexican war: Provided; That 


no payment shall be made in consequence of this _ 
| section, beyond the sum heretofore appropriated. 


And be it further enacted, That the 
joint resolution entitled ** A resolution explana- 
‘tory of the act appropriating money for the re 
movalof the raft of Red river,’ approved January 
be, and 
hereby is, repealed; and that the Secretary of the 
Department of War be authorized to expend the 
appropriation in reference to the Red river raft, iù 
such way, and for such purposes as he mav ap- 
prove, having in view the improvement’ of the 
navigation of Red river, in and around the said 
raft. 3 

Sec. [6.] And be it further enacted, That in the 
War shall deem it tn- 
consistent with the intereste of the military ser- 
vice to furnish a sufficient portion of the military 
buildings at Fort Leavenworth for the use of tha 


Sec. [5.] 


a 


so that all who - 
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territorial government of Kansas, the sum of 
twenty-five thousand dollars shall be, and in that | 
contingency hereby is, appropriated for the erec- 
tion of public buildings for the use of the Legisla- 
ture of the Territory of Kansas, to be expended | 
under the directions of the Governor of said Ter- 
ritory. 

Sxc.a[7.] And be it further enacted, That the | 
sums appropriated by the act of March third, eigh- | 
teen hundred and forty-nine, for the removal and | 
subsistence of the Menomonees, and for the es- 
tablishment of a manual-labor school, &c., for 
them, and now remaining in the Treasury, to- 

ether with the sums for pay of a miller hereto- 
ore appropriated, be paid to or expended for the 
benefit of said Menomonee Indians, according to | 
the stipulations of said supplementary and amend- 
atory articles. : 

Sec. 2. [8.] And be it further enacted, That of 
the appropriation of fifty thousand dollars ‘‘ for | 
continuing the topographical and hydrographical 
survey of the Delta of the Mississippi, with such 
investigations as may lead to determine the most 
practicable plan for securing it from inundation,” 
approved August thirty-first, one thousand eight | 
hundred and fifty-two, the sum of five thousand 
dollars may be applied, under the special direction | 
of the Secretary of War, to the payment of any | 
expenses connected with said survey and investi- | 
gations, incurred prior to the first of July, one | 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. 

Sec. 3. [9] And be it further enacted, That the | 
Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized į 
and directed to examine into and ascertain the 
amount of expenses incurred, and now actually | 
paid, by the State of California in the suppression | 
of Indian hostilities within the said State prior to | 
the first of January, Anno Domini eighteen hun- | 
dred and fifty-four, and that the amount of such | 
expenses, when so ascertained, be paid into the | 
treasury of said State: Provided, That the sum so 

aid shall not exceed in amount the sum of nine | 

undred and twenty-four thousand two hundred | 
and fifty-nine dollars and sixty-five cents; which | 
amount is hereby appropriated, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. i 

Arprovep, August 5, 1854. 


Posie, LAXXVI.—An Act making Appropria- | 
tions for the Naval Service for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and | 
Jifty-five. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Louse of Repres 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 

assembled, That the following sums be, and they 
are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any | 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropria- 
ted, for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one | 
thousand eight hundred and fitty-five. 

For pay of commission, warrant, and petty offi- 
cers, and seamen, including the engineer corps af 
the Navy, three million three hundred and sixty- 
seven thousand six hundred and forty-eight dol- 
lars. 

For pay of superintendents, naval contructors, 
and all the civil establishments at the several navy- 
yards and stations, one hundred and fifteen thou- 

. sand, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

That at the navy-yard at San Francisco, the 
pay of the commander shall be three thousand five || 

undred dollars per annum. One civil engineer, | 
four thousand dollars per annum, and the pay of | 
the navy agent, who shall discharge the duties of | 

beth purser and navy agent, shall be four thou- 
sand dollars per annum. 

For pyovisions for commission, warrant, and 
petty officers, and seamen, inclyding engineers 
and marines attached to vessels fur sea service, 
six hundred and eighty-six thousand two hun- | 
dred dollars, 

For surgeons’ necessaries and appliances for | 
the sick and hurt of the Navy, including the ma- | 
rine corps, thirty-five thousand five hundred and | 
seventy-five dollars, 

For repair of vessels in ordinary, and for wear ` 
and tear of vessels in commission, including fuel ; 
and purchase of hemp, two million five hundred `! 
and thirty-four thousand nine hundred and fifty ii 
dollars. 

For ordnance and ordnance stores and small- 
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thousand dollars. 


| 
arms, including incidental expenses, two hundred f 
F 
| 
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For preparing for publication the American 


Nautical Almanac, twenty thousand, eight hun- 
dred and eighty dollars: Provided, That any naval 
officer who may be charged with the preparation, 
superintendence, or publication of the Nautical 
Almanac, shall receive no compensation for such 
duty beyond what he would receive while on duty 
at sea. 

For the purchase of nautical instruments re- 
quired for the use of the Navy, for repairs of the 
same, and also of astronomical instruments, and 
for the pufchase of nautival books, maps, and 
charts, and for backing and binding the same, 
twenty-three thousand dollars. 

For printing and publishing sailing directions, 
hydrographical surveys, and astronomical obser- 
vations, five thousand five hundred dollars. 

For models, drawing and copying, postage, 
freight and transportation, and for working litho- 
graphic press, including chemicals; for keeping 
grounds in order; for fuel and lights, for repairs 
of buildings, and for all other contingent expenses 
of the hydrographical office, and United States 
Observatory, six thousand one hundred dollars. 

For conunuing the publication of the series of 
wind and current charts, and for defraying all the 
expenses connected therewith, ten thousand dol- 
lars, 


To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the |; 


salary of Professor James P, Espy for the current 


fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred | 


and fifty-five, two thousand dollars; the payment 
to be made in the same manner and under the like 
conttol as former appropriations for meteorological 
observations. 

For the wages of persons employed at the 
observatory and hydrographical office, viz: One 
lithographer, one instrument maker, two watch- 
men, and one porter, three thousand one hundred 
and sixty dollars. 

For contingent expenses that may accrue for 
the following purposes, viz: Freight and trans- 
portation, printing and stationery, advertising in 
newspapers, books, maps, models, and drawings, 


| purebase and repair of fire engines and machinery, 


repairs of and attending to steam-engines in navy- 
yards, purchase and maintenance of horses and 
oxen, and driving teams, carts, timber wheels, and 
the purchase and repair of workmen’s tools, post- 
age of public letters, fuel, oil, and candles for 
navy-yards and shore stations, pay of watchmen, 
and incidental labor, not chargeable to any other 
appropriation, Jabor attending the delivery of stores 
on civil stations, wharfage, dockage, and rent, 
traveling expenses of officers and others under 
orders, funeral expenses, store and office rent, 


i| stationery, fuel, commissions and pay of clerks to 


navy agents and slorekeepers, flags, awnings, and 
packing boxes, premiums and other expenses of 
recruiting, apprehending deserters, per diem pay 
to persons attending courts-martial and courts of 
inquiry, and other services authorized by law, 
pay to judges-advocate, pilotage and towage of 
vessels and assistance to.vessels in distress, bills 
of health and quarantine expenses of the United 
States Navy in foreign ports, seven hundred and 
six thousand eight hundred and sixty dollars. 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to test any 
improvements in steam boilers or other improve- 


‘| ments applicable to naval purposes, ten thousand 


dollars. 

For the erection and repair of buildings, for the 
improvement and preservation of the grounds, and 
for contingencies, at the Naval Aeademy,at Anhap- 


olis, Maryland, thirty-nine thousand six hundred ; 


and seventy-eight dollars: Provided, That no part 
of this sum shall be expended for the workshop 


| until a contract, with security, to be approved by 


the Secretary of the Navy, be entered into for the 
completion of the same, at a sum not exceeding 
five thousand dollars, and herein provided for. 

For the purchase of Barlow’s planetarium for 
the use of the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Ma- 
ryland, two thousand dollars. 

For construction, extension, and completion 
of the following objects, and for contingent 
expenses at the several navy-yards, viz: 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire—For quay wall 
connecting with dock basin; completing engine- 
house and machinery; tools for machinists and 


|| smiths; launching and hauling up ways; cisterns 


for officers’ quarters; extending ship-house num- 


ber four; extension of ship-house and launching | 
i| slip, and repairs ofall kinds, sixty-three thousand 


five hundred and fifty dollars. 


Boston, Massachusetis.—-For machine shop, 
smithery, foundery and forge shop, boiler-house 
and chimney, new steam-engine for dry-dock; ex- 


| tension of ship-house and slip, and repairs of all 


kinds, one hundred and sixty-six thousand seven 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

few York, New York.—Towards foundery and 
boiler shop; completing saw-mill; continuation of 
quay wall; dredging channels; lightning conduct- 
ors; water-pipes; iron railing on wall along Navy 
street; extension of ship-house and slip; saw-mill 


| machinery; launching slip; batance due city of 


Brooklyn for lien on account of assessments, and 
repairs of all kinds, one hundred and seventy-one 
thousand six hundred and fifteen dollars: Pro- 
vided, That so much of the first section of the act 
making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-four, approved third of 


; March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
i three, as empowers and directs the Secretary of 


the Navy ‘*to sell and convey to any purchaser, 
all that part of the navy-yard lands at Brooklyn, 


` between the west side of Vanderbilt avenue and 


the hospital grounds, containing about twenty-six 
and a half acres, including Vanderbilt and Clinton 
avenues,” be, and the same is hereby, repealed, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.—For furnace for 
heating mast hoops; steam stove for boat shed; 
raising old steam box-honse; completing wharf 
number four; raising engine-house; extension of 
ship-house and. slip, and repairs of all kinds, | 
thirty-seven thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
six dollars. 5 

Washington, District of Columbia.—For comple- 
tion of saw-mill; completion of ordnance build- 
ing; completion of marine railway; extending 
boiler shop; converting old ordnance to machine 
shop; quay wall, removing shears, extension of 
ship-house and slip, filling in around foundery and 
laboratory, dredging channels; machinery; steam 


‘| hammer and slanting machine, and repairs of all 


kinds, two hundred and twenty-three thousand 
and sixty-seven dollars. 

Norfolk, Virginia.—For brick saw sheds, com- 
pleting storehouse number fourteen, sheds and 
machinery for saw-mill; setting up engine, boil- 
ers, and machinery, culvert, continuation of quay 
walls, dredging channel reservoir; commencing 
foundery and machinery for the same; extension of 
ship-house and slip; gas fixtures and pipes for 
lighting grounds and buildings, and repairs of al} 
kinds, one hundred and sixty-two thousand two 
hundred and eighty-one dollars, 

Pensacola, Florida.—¥or continuation of perma- 
nent wharf; engine and blast pipes; for smiths’ 


i and machine shop, and repairs of all kinds, one 


hundred and forty-three thousand five hundred 
dollars, 

Navy-Yard, San Francisco.—For continuing 
blacksmiths’ shop, carpenter shop, storehouse, 
wharf, two hundred thousand dollars. . 

Sackeit’s Harbor, New York.—For raising end 


i of ship-house, and building pier; leveling and 


grading, and repairs of all kinds, five thousand 
and fifty dollars, 
For magazines: 

At Boston.—For filling room in number fifteen, 
and repairs of all kinds, one thousand three hun- 
dred and sixty-five dollars, 

At New York.—For addition to magazine, re~ 
pairs, and extension of shell-house, and repairs 
of all.kinds, eleven thousand three hundred and 
fifty-nine dollars. 

At Washington.—For ordnance works, and plat- 
form for shot, ten thousand nine hundred dollars. 

it Norfolk.—For completing magazine at Nor- 
folk, and repairs of sheds, fourteen thousand six 
hundred dollars 

For hospitals: 

At Boston —For repairs of all kinds, one thou- 
sand dollars. 

At New York.—-For piling and fencing boundary, 
and repairs of all kinds, four thousand three hun- 
dred dollars. 7 

At Philadelphia.—For water-rent for one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-five, and repairs of 
all kinds, four thousand seven hundred and forty- 


| five dollars. 


At Norfolk.-For repairs of all kinds, one thou- 
sand dollars. 

«4t Pensacola.—For lightning conductors*and 
repairs of all kinds, four thousand five hundred 
and eighty-one dollars. 


1854. 


That the Jaw. approved. third March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-three, directing advertisements 
for materials- for. the Navy, be, and is: hereby, so 
modified, as to require the classes.only of materials 
to be stated in the advertisements, and bidders to 
be referred to the several Navy agents and chiefs 
of bureaus, who will furnish them with printed 
schedules, giving -a fall description of each and 
every article, with dates of delivery, &c. i 

Marine Corps.—For pay of the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
clerks, messengers, stewards, and servants; for 
rations and clothing for servants; subsistence and 
additional rations for five years’ service of officers; 
for undrawn clothing and rations, bounties for. 
reénlistments, and pay for unexpired terms of 
previous service, two hundred and. thirty-seven 
thousand one hundred and sixteen dollars and 
forty-four cents. 

That the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates of the United States marine corps, 
shall be entitled to, and receive the same pay ard 
bounty for reënlisting as are now, or may here- 
after, be allowed to the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates in the infantry of the 
Army. 

For provisions for marines serving on shore, 
twenty-nine thousand nine hundred and eighty- 
four dollars and seventy-five cents. 

*For clothing, fifty-two thousand and sixty-four 
dollars. 

For fuel, fourteen thousand one hundred and 
ninety-four dollars and fifty cents. 

For ‘military stores, repairs of arms, pay of 
armorer; for accouterments, ordnance stores, flags, 

: drums, fifes, and musical instruments, eight thdu- 
sand dollars. 

For transportation of officers, and troops, and 
expenses of recruiting, twelve thousand dollars. 

For repairs of barracks, and rent of temporary 
barracks and offices, six thousand dollars. 

For contingencies, viz: freight, ferriage, cart- 
age, and wharfage; compensation to judges-advo- 
cate; per diem for attending .courts-martial and 
courts of inquiry; for constant labor, house rent 
in lieu of quarters, burial of deceased marines, 
printing, advertising, stationery, forage, postage, 
pursuit of deserters, candles, oil, straw, furniture, 

ed-sacks, spades, shovels, axes, picks, and car- 
penters’ tools, expense of a horse for messenger, 
pay of matron, washerwoman, and porter, for the 
jospita at headquarters, twenty-five thousand dol- 
ars. 

For the reappropriation of the following sums 
carried to the surplus fund, under the provisions 
of the tenth secjion of the act entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-three, and for other purposes,” approved 
thirty-first of August, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-two, to be applied to the payment of all 
expenses incurred prior to the first day of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. 

For carrying into effect the provisions of the 
act providing for the prosecution of the war be- 
tween the United States and the Republic of Mex- 
ico, twenty-six thousand one hundred and fifty- 
six dollars and fifty cents. 

Sec. 2. “And be it further enacted, That the pro- 
visions contained in the act of the twenty-second 
April, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, adding a 
pay to the percentage to the pay of the clerks 
employed at the navy-yard”’ in Washington city, 
be construed so as to include the clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the navy agent for said yard, 
and the messenger in the commandant’s office. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the 
grounds and appurtenances thereunto belonging, 
Known as the Memphis navy-yard, in Shelby 
county, Tennessee, be, and the same is hereby, 
ceded to the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of 
Memphis, for the use and benefit of said city, and 
that the Secretary of the Navy order the com- 
mandant of said navy-yard at Memphis, to sur- 
render to the Mayor of Memphis said property: 

‘ Provided, That theaccounting officers ofthe Treas- 
ury, in settling the accounts of the late Navy agent 
at Memphis, shall not deduct the sum of two 
thousand nine hundred and sixty-four dollars and 
fifty-ninecents already received by him and passed 
to his credit on the books of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, from his salary as acting purser, provided 
for by an act making appropriations for the naval 


service of the country: for: the for-the-year ending: 
fe thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
three. Deane: ; : 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the two 
t general orders? of the Secretary of the Navy, 
dated August thirty-one, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, and May twenty-seven, eighteen bun- 
dred and forty-seven, upon relatrve rank, shall 
have the force and effect of law. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the pay 
of the boatswains, gunners, carpenters, and. sail- 
makers of the Navy, shall-be as follows: 

On Jeave or waiting orders, perannum, six hun- 
dred dollars; shore duty, seven hundred: dollars; 
sea service, nine hundred dollars: An addition of 
two per centum upon the foregoing rates for every 
year’s sea service, and an addition upon sea pay 
of ten per centum when serving in ships,. with 
four hundred men, and twenty. per centum, when 
serving-in ships with nine hundred men. 

Approvep, August 5, 1854, 

* 
+ 
Pusurc, LXXXVIL—An Act to carry into effect a 

Treaty between the United States and Great Britain, 

signed on the fifth day of June, eighteen: hundred 

and fifty-four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


assembled, That whenever the President of the 
United States shall receive satisfactory evidence 
that the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and 
the Provincial Parliaments of Canada, New Bruns- 
wick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward’s Island, 
have passed laws on their part to give full effect to 
the provisions of the treaty between the United 


States and Great Britain, signed on the fifth of | 


June last, he is hereby authorized to issue his 
proclamation; declaring that he has such evidence, 


and thereupon, from the date of such proclama- |i 


tion, the following articles being the growth and 
produce of said Provinces of Canada, New Bruns- 
wick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward’s Island, 
to wil: f 

Grain, flour, and breadstuffs of all kinds; ani- 
mals of all kinds; fresh, smoked and salted meats; 
cotton wool; seeds and vegetables; undried fruits; 
dried fruits; fish of all kinds; products of fish and 
all other creatures living in the water; poultry; 
eggs; hides, furs, skins or tails undressed; stone 
or marble in its crude or unwrought state; slate; 
butter, cheese, tallow; lard; horns; manures; ores 
of all kinds; coal; pitch, tar, turpentine; timber 
and lumber of all kinds, round, hewed, and sawed, 
unmanufactured in whole or in part; fire-wood, 


plants, shrubs, and trees; pelts; wool; fish oil; || 


rice; broom-corn and bark; gypsum, ground or 
unground; hewn or wrought or unwrought burr 
or grindstones; dye-stufis; flax, hemp, and tow, 
unmanufactured; anmanufactured tobacco, rags— 

Shall be introduced into the United States free 
of duty, so long as the said treaty shall remain in 
force; subject, however, to be suspended in rela- 
tion to the trade with Canada, on the condition 
mentioned in the fourth article of the said treaty: 
And all the other provisions of the said treaty 
shall go into effect, and be.observed on the part of 
the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
the Island of Newfoundland shall give its consent 
to the application of the stipulations and provis- 
ions of the said treaty to that Province, and the 
Legislature thereof and the Imperial Parliament | 
shall pass the necessary laws for that purpose, the 
above enumerated articles shal] be admitted free of 
duty from that Province into the United States, 
from and after the date of a proclamation by the 
President of the United States, declaring that he 
has satisfactory evidence that the said Province 
has consented, in a due and proper .manner, to 
have the provisions of the treaty extended to it, 
and to allow the United States the full benefits of | 
all the stipulations therein contained. i 

Aprroven, August 5, 1854. 


Posric, LXXXVUI.—An Act to Establish certain 
additional Post Roads. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following be established as post 
roads: i 3 

In Mississippi—From_ Grenada to a point on 
Tallahatcha river, near Dudley S. Bennett’s plan- 


i 


i of land by 5 G 
| ernor of Upper Louisiana, to Andrew Kinaird, 
| and which concession was confirmed by the act 


tation. From Philadelphia to Pensacola. 


—— eS: 
In-Louisiana.—From: Greensburg toia point ins. 
tersecting. the railroad. from. New. Orleans. to Jacks, 
son, Mississippi, at ọr:near the house of Benjamin, 
eil. . A : Oe 
In Virginia.—From Muddy. Creek, in Preston. 
county, via. Greensburg, Cranesville, Old Lang 
Run, and Accidence, to Addison, in Maryland... b 
In Texas.—From Johnson’s Station, via Fort, 


| Worth, to Fort Belknap. - \ 


In Iowa.—From Fort Madison, via West Point 
and Big Mound, to Keosanqua. 
Approven, August 5, 1854. 


| Pusuic, LAX XIX.—.An Act granting the Right of 


Way to the Marysville and. Benicia Railroad Com- 
pany through and over the grounds of the United 

, States at Benicia, in. California. i ve 
Be it enacted by the Senate and’ House. of. Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress: 
assembled, That the right of way, sixty-six feet 
in width, shall be, and is hereby, granted to the 
Marysville and Benicia Railroad. Company, for 
the road of said company, through and. over the 


| grounds of the United States, at and near‘ Benicia, 
| in Solano county, and State of California: Provided, 
| That the route of said railroad across said grounds: 


be-approved by the Secretary of War before. the 


sentalives of the United States of America in Congress | same is entered upon for the purpose of construct- 


ing said railroad: And provided further, That the 

same be granted without detriment to the public 

interest in the opinion of the Secretary of War. 
Arproven, August 5, 1854. 


Pusiic, XC.—An Act to repeal the First Proviso of 
the fourth section of the act entitled '* An act grant- 
ing Bounty Land to certain Officers and Soldiers 
who have been engaged in the Military Service of 
ihe United States,” approved September twenty- 
eighth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the. first proviso of the fourth sec- 
tion of the act entitled “ An act granting bounty, 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,’? approved September twenty-eighth, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. 

Approven, August 5, 1854. 

Pusric, XCl.—An Act authorizing the Payment of 
balance of the Property Accounts between the Uri- 
ted States and the State of New York, for Military 
Stores, in the War of eighteen hundred and twelve. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


| sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
| assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 


and he is hereby, authorized and directed to. pay 
to the Governor of the State of New York the. 
sum of eleven thousand nine hundred and. twenty= 
nine dollars and forty-five cents, that being the 
balance due said State, arising out of issues of 
military stores by said State to officers of the Uni- 
ted States Army, and to volunteers and militia.in 
the service of the United States during the war 
with Great Britain, declared in eighteen hundred: 
and twelve. 


Aprroven, August 5, 1854. 


XCI— An Act for thë Relief of the Inhab- 


Pusuic, 1 
range one, in Warren 


itants of Township forty-five, 
County, Missouri. 

Whereas the concession of six hundred arpens 
C.D. Delassus, the Lieutenant Gov- 


of Congress of July fourth, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-six, entitled ** An act confirming claims to 
land in the State of Missouri, and for other pur- 
poses,” was located prior to the surveys of the 


| public lands in Missouri; and whereas, upon the 


survey of snid lands one half of section sixteen, 
of township forty-five of range one west, m 
Warren county, Missouri, was covered by the 
concession to said Kinaird: Therefore— 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the board of directors of common 


| schools in and for said township be, and they are 
i 


hereby, authorized to select and have set apart, 
for the use of schools in said township, one half 
of a section of any of the publie lands in the land 
district within which said county 1s situated, in 
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Hieu of the half of said section sixteen, which is 
covered by the concession to said Kinaird; and 
when the said béard of directors shall make the 
selection of said half section, the[y] shall notify 
the register of the land office in said district of the 
Jand so selected, and the same shall be reserved 
from sale and set apart for the use of schools in 
said township: Provided, That said selection and 
notification be made within twelve months after 
the passage of this act, and provided said selec- 


tion shall be according to the legal subdivisions of | 


the public lands, and in quantities not less than 
eighty acres. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, when 
the half section of land shall have been so as afore- 
said selected and reported to the register aforesaid, 
the same shall vest in the State of Missouri, sub- 
ject to the same disposition and uses, and shall be 
held subject to the same conditions and terms in 
all respects whatsoever, as by the sixth section of 
the act of Congress of March sixth, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty, entitled ‘An act to authorize | 


the people of Missonri Territory to form a con- HF 


stitution and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States, and to prohibit 
slavery in certain Territories,” were prescribed į 
or intended in relation to sections numbered six- | 
teen. 

Approvep, August 5, 1854. 


Pogue, XCIL—An Act to establish a Land Dis- 
trict in the State of Florida, to be called the District 
of Tampa. ` 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


i, East Sangerville, and Centre Guilford, to Mon- 


| field, Skowhegan, Norridgewock, and Madison, 
i to North Anson. - 

| From Augusta, by Hallowell, French’s Cor- 
‘vers, Litchfield, Litchfield Corners, Bowdoin, 
, Litde River Village, and South Durham, to Free- 
| port. 

: From Bangor, by Eddington, East Eddington, 
! Tilden, Wesley, Crawford, Alexander, 

| Baring, to Calais, (over the ‘* Black Road,” so 
i called.) 

| From Bangor, by North Bangor, Orono, West 
| Great Works, Oidtown, z 
i| Greenbush, Ollamon, Passadumkeag, West En- 


and North Lincoln, to Mattawankeag. 
| From Bangor, by Six Mile Falis, Glenburn, 
i Kirkland, Bradford, South Orneville, Orneville, 
and Milo, to Brownsville. 
From Bangor, by North Hermon, South Le- 
vant, West Levant, Exeter, Garland, West Dover, 


i son. * 


From Bangor to Upper Stillwater. 


| Newport, Newport, Palmyra, Pittsfield, and Ca- 


| naan, to Skowhegan. 


| South Hampden, North Frankfort, Frankfort 


| Mills, North Searsport, and Swanville, to Belfast. 
i 


iden, North Ellsworth, and Ellsworth Falls, to 


| Ellsworth. 
| From Bangor, by Bremen, Bremen Village, 
i Orrington, South Orrington, North Buckasport, 
Bucksport Centre, Bucksport, Orland, and North 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress || 


assembled, That all that part of the land districts | 
of Neunansville and Sc, Augustine, in the State | 
of Florida, lying south of the line dividing town- | 
ships nineteen and twenty, south, be, and the | 
same is. hereby, created a land district, to be called ' 
the District of Tampa, the oflice for which shall | 
be at Tampa. i 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act | 
shall take effect at the expiration of six months | 
from the day of its passage. | 

ApPROvED, August 5, 1854. 


Pusuc, XCIV.—An Ict to establish certain Post || 


Roads. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress | 
assembled, That the following be established as 
post roads in lieu of those heretofore established, 
viz: : 

Maine.—From Alexander to Wesley, through 
the town of Crawford. 

From Alfred, by Lyman, Lyman Centre, 


i Castine, to Castine. 
| From Bangor, by West Glenburn, Kendus- 
| keag, Corinth, Exeter Mills, Exeter, Dexter, 


| Ripley, West Ripley, Main Sueam, and Har-! 


| mony, to Athens. 

| From Bangor, by North Hermon, South Le- 

i vant, Roger’s Corners, Stetson, North Newport, 

: Corrinna, Corrinna Centre, and St. Alban’s, to 
Hartland. : 
From Belfast, by East Knox, Knox Centre, 


Í : ? 
‘and Winslow, to Waterville. 


From Belfast,by Waldo, South Brooks, Brooks, 


i and South Jackson, to Jackson. | 
From Belgrade, by Belgrade Mills, Rome, Mer- | 


| cer, and Stark, to West Mills. 
| From Belgrade, by Belgrade Mills, Rome, East 


| Mills, to North Industry. 

From Bethel, by Newry, Newry Corners, 
Bear River, and Grafton, to Letter B. 

From Biddeford, by Saco, Bar Mills, Hollis 
|| Centre, Waterborough Centre, Limerick, East 
i! Parsonfield, North Parsonfield, Effingham Falls, 


Goodwin’s Mills, North Kennebunkport, and 
Biddeford, to Saco. 


From Augusta, by South China, North Paler- ;| 


mo, Freedom Brooks, Monroe, Ellingwood Cor- 


ners, to Hampden. j: 
From Augusta, by Brown’s Corners, Vassal- : 


boro’, East Vassalboro’, China, Albion, Unity, 


Troy, Dixmont, Dixmont Centre, Newburg, West | 


Hampden, and Hampden, to Bangor. 


j 
From Augusta, by South Vassalboro’, South ! 


China, Palermo, North Palermo, Montville, Lib- 
erty, East Montville, North Searsmont, and Bel- 
mont, to Belfast. 

From Augusta, by Hallowell Cross Roads and 
East Winthrop, to Winthrop, 

From Augusta, by Sidney, Waterville, Ken- 
dalls Mills, Fairfield Corners, Bloomfield, and 
Skowhegan, to Norridgewock. 


From Augusta, by Tegus Spring, South Wind- 


sor, Oooper’s Mills, West Jefferson, Jefferson, 
North Waldoboro’, Union, East Union, South 
Hope, and ‘West Camden, to Rockland. 

From Augusta, by Hallowell Cross Roads, East 
Readfield, Readfield Depos, Readfield, 


Strong, and Avon, to Phillips. 

From Augusta, by West Sydney, Belgrade, 
North Belgrade, Smithfield, Qsoola, Norridge- 
wock, and Madison, to North Anson. 

From Augusta, by Windsor, Patricktown, 
North Washington, -Light’s Corners, Liberty, 
South Montville, Searsmont, and Belmont, to 
Belfast. 


field, North Fairfield, South Bloomfield, Bloom- 


Mount | 
Vernon, Vienna, Farmington Falls, Farmington, |; 


i 

| 

: al 

From Augusta, by Sydney, Waterville, Fair- | 
1 

t 


|| New Hampshire, Freedom, and East Madison, 
‘| to Madison. 

j 
i West Buxton,and North Hollis, to Limerick. 
From Bristol, by Newcastle, to Pemaquid. 

' From Brooks, by Monroe, Ellingwood Corner, 
"and Hampden to Bangor. æ 

From Brunswick to Bath. 


l l 


Hl 
l! Katahdin fron Works. 
i| ner. 

f From Buckfield, by East Sumner, Hartford, 
ij and Canton Milis, to Canton. 

ii _ From Bucksport, by Orland, North Blue Hill, 
|i Blue Hill, Blue Hill Falls, North Sedgwick, and 
| Deer Isle, to South Deer Isle. 

| Falls, Baileyville, Princetown, Waite, Topsfield, 
i Jackson, Brook, Butterfields, Orient, Amity, and 
; Hogdon, to Houlton. 

i From Camden, by Hope, McLain’s Mills, and 
i! North Appleton, to Searsmont 

From Camden to North Haven. 


| From Cherryfield, by Beddington, to Delloys. 


; ton, to Red Beach. 
; _ From Dexter, by Dover South Mills, and West 


it 
‘| Dover, to Dover. 


From Dexter, by West Dover, Dover South 


Mills, and Dover, to Foxcroft. ` 
| From Dixfield, by Peru and Canton Mills and 
| Liverpool, to Strickland Ferry Depot. 


and | 


Milford, Sunkhaze, į 


field, South Lincoin, Lincoln, Lincoln Centre, i 
| 


From Bangor, by Hermor, Carmel, Etna, East i| 
| From Bangor, by East Hampden, Hampden, |; 


; From Bangor, by Bremen, Holden, East Hol- fi 


| Freedom, West Freedom, South Albion, China, | 


New Sharon, New Sharon, Industry, and West's | 


From Biddeford, by Saco, Hollis, Buxton, . 


From Brownsville, by North Brownsville, to | 


From Buckfield, by Sumner, to West Sum- : 


From Calais, by Milltown, Baring, Sprague’s ‘| 


' From Dennysville, by Pembroke and Robbins- ; 


A ugust, 


il From Dixmont, by North Dixmont, Plymouth, 

‘| to East Newport. 

l: From Dover, by East Dover, South Sebec, 

l; Milo, Kilmarnock, and Maxfield, to Howland. 

1 From East Corinth, by Charleston, Atkinson, 

‘| North Atkinson, Sebec, and Williamaburgh, to 

4, Brownsville. 

| From East Machias, by Whiting and West 

li Lubec, to Lubec. 

n l From East Machias, by North Cutler, to Cut- 

ii ler. 

: From the east line of the State, by Fort Fair- 
field, Manchester, and Presque Isle,to Aroostook. 

-From East Eddington, by Amherst, Aurora, 

| Wesley, and Crawford, to Baileyville. 

ij; From Ellsworth, by Orlan, Bucksport, Pros- 
' pect Ferry, Prospect, South Prospect, and Sears- 

‘| port, to Belfast. 

(|) From Ellsworth to Waltham. 

| From Ellsworth, by Surry, Blue Hill, Penob- 

‘| scot, and North Castine, to Castine. 

| From Ellsworth, by West Trenton, Eden, and 

‘; Mount Desert, to Southwest Harbor. 

: From Ellsworth, by Hancock, West Sullivan, 

|! Sullivan, East Sullivan, West Goldsboro’, Golds- 

|i boro’, and Steuben, to Narraguagus. 

From Ellsworth, by North Hancock, Frank- 

‘| lin, Narraguagus, Harrington, Columbia, Jones- 

i| boro’, and Whitneyville, to Machias. 

From Ellsworth, by Tilden, North Moriaville, 

| Amherst, Aurora, to Great Pond. 

From Exeter, by West Garland, South San- 
gerfield, and Guilford, to Abbot. 

From Farmington, by. East Strong, New Vine- 
yard, and New Portland, to Kingsfield. 

From the Forks to Moose river, 

From Goff’s Corners, by Auburn, North Au- 
| burn, and Turner, to North Turner. 

From Goff’s Corners, by East Turner and North 
‘| Turner Bridge, to Livermore Centre. 

i| From Gorham, by Buxton Centre to West Bux- 
ii ton. z 

‘| From Great Falls, by Lebanon, Sanford, Spring- 
H vale, Emery Milis, Acton, Acton Corner, North 
i| Acton, West Newfield, West Parso: field, Effing- 
| ham, New Hampshire, Effingham Falls, and Free- 
| dom, to Eaton Centre. 

From Green Depot, by South Leeds, to Leeds. 

From Guilford, by Parkman and Cambridge, 
to Harmony. 
|| From Hampden, by South Hampden, South 
i| Newburgh, Dixmont, Morton’s Corner, in Jack- 
son, to Jackson. 
| From Haynesville, by Bancroft Plantations, to 
| Weston. 

From Houlton, by Monticello, Bridgewater, 
and Presque Isle, to Fort Fairfield. 

From Houlton to Woodstock, New Brunswick. 
| From Kennebunk, by Wells, Ogunquit, Cape 
‘| Neddick, and York, to Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
‘| shire. 

From Kenduskeag, by South Corinth, East 
‘| Corinth, West Charleston, South Dover, Dover, 
‘| Foxcroft, Sangerville, Guilford, and Abbot, to 
i; Monson. 

From Lebanon, by Centre Lebanon, to West 
Lebanon. 

From Leeds Station, by South Leeds, Leeds, 
'| North Leeds, Strickland’s Ferry Depot, and East 
Livermore, to Livermore Falls. 

‘| From Letter B, by Wentworth’s Location, to 
'| Wilson’s Mills. 

'| From Limerick, by Newfield, West Newfield, 
i| East Wakefield, New Hampshire, and Leighton’s 
| Corners, to Ossipee. 

From Lincoln, by Lee, Springfield, Carroll, and 
Kossuth, to Topsfield. 

From Lincoln Centre, by Pattagumpus and 
:| Chester, to Nickerton, i 
From Livermore Falls, by Jay, North Jay, 
+ Wilton, and East Wilton, to Farmington. 

From Lovell, by North Fryburg, to Stow. 

From Machias, by East Machias, Marion, Den- 
nysville, and Charlotte, to Calais. 

From Machias, by North Fairfield, Wesley, 
Crawford, and Alexander, to Princeton. 

From Machias to Machiasport. 


H 
Hi 
H 
Hi 
i 
H 
i! 
I 
Hi 


it 


il 
Hj 


i 


i From Mattawamkeag, by South Moluncus, 
l! Haynesville, and Linneus, to Houlton. 

| From Mattawamkeag, by Conway and Num- 
i| ber Three, to Patten, 

i| From Mechanics’ Falls, by West Minot and 
| East Hebron, to Buckfield. 

| From Mexico, by Rosebury, fo Byron. 


i! 
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From Monson, by Shirley Mills and Shirley, 
to Greenville. f 

From Monson, b 
Parkman, Dexter, 
to Detroit. 

From New Castle to Bristol. 


Abbott, Parkman, South 
leasant Vale, and Newport, 


From North’ Anson, by West Emden, North 


New Port, East New Portland, and Freeman, to 
Strong. fs 

From North Anson, by West Anson and East 
New Vineyard, to New Vineyard. 

From North Anson, by Emden, 
ham, and Carritunk, to the Forks. 

Fiom North Anson, by Emden Centre, to Con- 
cord.‘ 

From North Lincoln, by Chester and West 
Indian Township, to Nickerton 

From North Berwick, by South Sanford, San- 
ford, Springvale, Alfred, and Waterborough, to 
Waterborough Centre. 

From North New Portland, by Lexington and 
Dead River, to Flag Staff. 

From Norway, by Waterford, South Water- 
ford, and Sweden, to Lovell. 

From Orono, by Upper Stillwater, Oldtown, 
Alton, and La Grange, to Kilmarnock. 

From Oldtown, by Argyle and Edinburgh, to 
Howland. ‘ 

„From Passadumkeag, by Enfield and Lowell, 
to Burlington. 

From Patton, by Umcoleus, Masardis, and 
Aroostook, to Fort Kent. 

From Paris, by North Paris, West Sumner, 
Sumner, East Sumner, Hartford, Canton Mills, 
to Canton. 

From Plantation Number Eleven, called Aroos- 
took, to the east line of the State, by Presque Isle 
and Fort Fairfield Plantations. 

From Portland, by Falmouth, Cumberland, 
Yarmouth, New Gloucester, Upper. Gloucester, 


West Danville, Danville, East Portland, Minot, | 


Mechanics? Falls, South Paris, North Paris, Bry- 
ant’s Pond, Lock’s Mills, Bethel, West Bethel, 
Gilead, Shelburne, New Hampshire, Gorham, 
Berlin Falls, Berlin, Milan, Dummer, Stark, 
_ Northumberland, Stratford, and Bloomfield, Ver- 

mont, to Brighton. n 

From Portland, by Falmouth, Cumberland, 
North Yarmouth, Freeport, and Brunswick, to 
Bath. 

From Portland, by Stevens’s Plains, West Fal- 
mouth, West Cumberland, Gray, West Glouces- 
ter, and Poland, to Mechanics’ Falls. 

From Portland, by Oak Hill, Saco, Biddeford, 
Kennebunk Depot, Kennebunk, Wells Depot, 
North Berwick And Elliot, to Portsmoyth, New 
Hampshire. : 

From Portland, by Yarmouth, Freeport, Bruns- 
wick, Topsham, Bowdoinham, Richmond, Rosen- 
dale, Gardiner, Pittston, Farmingdale, and Hal- 
lowell, to Augusta, 

From Portland, by South Windham, Wind- 

‘ham, North Windham, Raymond, and Naples, to 
Bridgeton. 

From Portland, by Saccarappa, Gorham, West 
Gorham, Standish, Steep Falls, East Baldwin, 
“West Baldwin, Hiram, Brownfield, Fryburgh, 
and Centre Conway, New Hampshire, to Con- 
way. 

From Presque Isle, by Lyndon, Van Buren, 
West Van Buren, Madawaska, and West Mada- 
waska, to Fort Kent. 

From Presque Isle, to Number Eleven, Range 
Five, Aroostook. 


From Railroad Junction at Danville, by Goff’s || 


Corners, Lewiston, Green Corner, Green, Leed’s 
Station, Monmouth, Winthrop, i 
grade, and West Waterville, to Waterville. 


From Railroad Depot, by Welchville, toOxford. į 
From Railroad Depot, by Oxford, Otisfield, |: 


Casco, and Edes Falls, to Naples. 

From Raymond, by East Raymond, Casco, 
and Otisfield, to Bolster’s Mills. 

From Readfield, by Kent’s Mills, Fayette Mills, 
North Fayette, Livermore Falls, Jay Bridge, and 
North Jay, to Wilton. 

From Readfield, by Kent’s Mills, Fayette, 
North Fayette, South Chesterville, Chesterville, 
North Chesterville, and East Wilton, to Wilton. 

From Richmond to Lewiston, (Androscoggin 
Cc. H. : 

Foe Rockland, by Rockport, Camden, Lin- 
colnville, Northport, and East Northport, to Bel- 
fast. 


Solon, Bing- | 


Readfield, Bel- | 


From Rockland, by Thomaston, Warren, Wal- 
doboreugh, Nobleborough, Newcastle, Sheep- 


scott Bridge, Wiscassett, and Woolwich, to Bath. | 


From Rockland to Matinicus. 
From Rockland to Isle au Haut. 


ton, Kingsbury, Blanchard, and Shirley, to Green- 
ville. 


From Skowhegan, by East Madison and South į 


Solon, to Solon. 

From Southwest Harbor to Cranberry Isle. 

From Springvale, by Alfred, Ross Corners, 
Newfield, South Parsonfield, and Parsonfield, to 
Effingham, New Hampshire. 

From South Paris, by Norway, North Norway, 
Greenwood, Lock’s Mills, to Bethel. 

From South Paris to Norway. 

From South Paris, by Harrison, North Bridge- 
ton, and West Bridgeton, to Fryburgh. 

From South Parish, by Snow’s Falls, Wood- 
Stock, North Woodstock, Rumford, Rumford 
Point, and South Andover, to Andover. 

From Standish, by East Limington, North 
Limington, Limington, Cornish, and Kegar Falls, 
to Porter. 

From Strong, by West Freeman, to Salem. 

From Thomaston, by St. George and Tenant’s 
Harbor, to St. George. 

From Thomastcn, by Cushing, to Friendship. 

erro Tilden, by Amherst and Aurora, to Town- 
ship. 


From Union, by North Union and Washington, | 


to Light’s Corners. 
From Waterville, by Kendall’s Mills, Fairfield 


! Corners, Pishon’s Ferry, Canaan, and West Hart- 


land, to Hartland. 


From Waterville, by Winslaw, Benton, Clin- 


ton, Burnham Village, East Burnham, Troy Cen- | 


tre, Troy, North Dixmont, North Newburgh, 
North Hampden, West Hampden, and Hamp- 
den, to Bangor. 

From Waterville, by Fairfield, Larone, Oseolo, 
to Norridgewock. 

From Waterville, by Kendatl’s Mills and Ben- 
ton, to Unity. 

From Waterville, by Benton, Clinton, Burn- 
ham Village, East Pittsfield, Detroit, P)ymouth, 
Etna Centre, Carmel, and Hermon, to Bangor. 

From Waterboro’ Centre, by Limerick and 
Limington, to Standish. 

From Waldoboro’, by South Waldoboro’, and 
Friendship, to Cushing. 

From Waterford, by North Waterford, East 
Stoneham, North Lovell, and Centre Lovell, to 
Lovell. 

From Wilton, by North Wilton, to Temple 
Mills. 

From Winthrop, by Wayne, East Livermore, 
North Livermore, Canton, Dixfield, Mexico; Bast 
Rumford, to Bryant’s Pond. 

From Winthrop, by Wayne, North Leeds, 
North Turner Bridge, North Turner, South Strat- 
ford, Buckfield, West Buckfield, and Paris, to 
South Paris. 

From Wiscasset, by Dresden Mills and Dres- 
den, to Richmond. 


From Wiscasset, by Alva, Whitfield, and East | 


Pittston and Pittston, to Gardiner. 


From Wiscasset, by North Edgecomb, Edge- | 
comb, North Boothbay, and Boothbay, to Hodg- | g 
i| Moultonborough, and Sandwich, to Centre Sand- 


son’s Mills. 
From Yarmouth, by North Yarmouth, East 


North Yarmouth, Poland, West Durham, Dur- |; 
ham, Lisbon, W ebster, and Wales, to Monmouth. | 


New Hampshire —From Amherst, by Milford, 


“East Wilton, Wilton, Mason, and Mason Vil- 
| lage, to New Ipswich. 


From Barrington, by Centre Strafford and Cen- 
tre Barnstead, to Barnstead. 

From Berlin Falls, by Berlin, to Milan. 

From Bradford, by Newbury and Newport, to 
Claremont. 

From Bristol, by Bridgewater and Hebron, to 
Groton. 

From Bristol, by Bridgewater and West Ply- 
mouth, to Rumney. 

From Brookline to Railroad Depot at Pepper- 
ville. 

From Canterbury Depot, 
Shaker Village. 

From Charleston, by Acworth, to Lempster. 

From Chester, by Derry, to Lawrence, Massa- 


by ‘Canterbury, to 


i, chusetta. 


| and Marlborough, to Keene. 


From ‘Claremont, by Cornish Flats; Meriden, 
and East Plainfield, to Lebanon, Ss 

From Concord, by West Concord, Hopkinton, 
Contotook Village, Warner, Bradford, Newbury, 


; i} and Newport, to Claremont. 
From Skowhegan, by Cornville, Athens, Brigh- | 


From Concord, by--Canterbury, Sanbornton 
Bridge, Sanbornton, East Sanbornton, North 
Sanbornton, Guilford Lake Village, New Hamp- 
ton, Weir’s Bridge, Meredith Village, Holder- 
ness, Plymouth, West Plymouth, Rumney,.Weat 
Rumney, and Wentworth, to Warren. ; 

From Concord, by Chichester, North Chiches- 
ter, Pittsfield, Barnstead, Strafford, and Barring- 
ton, to Dover. _ 

From Concord, by Loudon, Loudon Ridgeand 
Gilmanton, to Gimanton fron Works. 

From Concord, by Loudon, Loudon Centre, 
Lower Gilmanton, and Gilmanton tron Works, 


to Alton. š 


From Concord, by North Dunbarton, to Dun- 
barton. 

From Concord, by West Concord, Mast Yard, 
Hopkinton, Contotook. Village, and Warner, to 
Bradford. f 

From Concord, by Fisherville, Boscawen, Sal- 
isbury, Franklin, East Andover, Andover, W est 
Andover, Danbury, Grafton, Grafton Centre, East 


i! Canaan, Canaan, Enfield, W est'Canaan, North 


Enfield, East Lebanon, Lebanon, West Lebanon, 


i to White River Junction, Vermont, with a branch 


from Franklin, by Hill, to Bristol. eo ghee 
From Concord, by Pembroke, Allentown, South 
Deerfield, Candia, Raymond, Epping, Stratham, 
and Greenland, to Portsmouth, 
From Concord, by Chichester, Epsom, West 


|| Northwood, East Northwood, and Nottingham 


Turnpike, to Durham. 

From Concord, by Hookset, Amoskeag, Man- 
chestér, Reed’s Ferry, Thornton’s Ferry, Nashua, 
Tyngsborough, Massachusetts, North Chetms- 
ford, and Middlesex Village, to Lowell. 

From Contotook Village; by Henniker, to 


€ Hillsboro’ Bridge. : 


From Conway, by North Conway, Lower 
Bartlett, Bartlett, Harts, Location, Crawford 
onse, White Mountain, and Bethlehem, to Lit- 
tleton. ; 

From Dover, by Gonie, Rochester, Farming- 
ton, New Durham, Downing’s Mills, and Alton, 
to Alton Bay. . i 

From Dover, by North Barrington, Strafford 
Comets and North Strafford, to North Barn» 
stead. 

From Dublin, by Harrisville and Nelson, to 
Munsonville. . 

From East Wilton, by Peterborough, Dublin, 


From East Wilton, by South Lyndeborough, 


| Greenfield, Hancock, South Stoddard, Stoddard, 


Marlow, and New Alstead, to Paper Mill Village. 

From Epping, by Nottingham, Northwood, 
and Epsom, to Pittsfield. 

From Erroll to Letter B. 

From Exeter, by Kingston, Danville, Chester, 
and Auburn, to Manchester. 

From Exeter, by Brentwood, Poplin, and South 
Raymond, to Raymond. 

From Farmington, by Middleton, South Wolf- 
borough, W olfborough, Mackerel Corner, Tuftons 
borough, Melvin Village, East Moultonborough, 


wich, : 
From Franklin, by Hill, to Bristol. 
From Gilmanton, by Gilmanton Iron Works 


Í and South Alton, to Farmington. 


From Great Falls, by Rochester and South Mil- 


| ton, to Milton. 


From Haverhill, by Haverhill Centre, to Ben- 


ton. 
|| From Hillsborough Bridge, by Antrin, to Ben- 
|| nington. 


From Hillsborough Bridge, by Hillsborough, 
North Branch, South Stoddard, Munsonville, and 
East Sullivan, to Keene. 

From Hollis to the Railroad Depot. 

From Jaffrey, by East Jaffrey and Rindge, to 
Winchendon. 

From Keene, by Sullivan and Gilsrun, to Mar- 
low. 

From Keene, by Chesterfield Factory and Ches- 
terfield, to Brattleborough. 

From Keene, by Swanzey, to Richmond. _ 

From Kingston, by Danville and Sandown, to 


|| Eastchester. 
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b From Lake-Village, by West Alton, to Alton 
ay. 
Brom Lancaster, by Jeferson Mills, to Jeffer- 
son. 

From Lancaster, by Jefferson Mills, Jefferson, 
Kilkenny, Randolph, Gorham, Shelburne, Gilead, | 
and West Bethel, to Bethel. 

_From Lisbon, by Sugar Hill, to Franconia. | 

From Littleton, by Whitefield, to Lancaster. 

From Lower Bartlett, by Jackson and Pifk- 
ham’s Grant, to Gorham. 

From Lyman, by. North Lyman, to Lower 
Waterford. 

ri Manchester, by Auburn, Chester, Hamp- 
steadPand Atkinson, to Haverhill, Massachusetts. i 

From Manchester, by Auburn, Candia, South | 
Deerfield, Deerfield, Nottingham, Lee, and Wad- | 
ley’s Falls, to Newmarket. 

From Mason Village, by New Ipswich and 
Temple, to Petersborough. 

From Meredith Village, by Centre Harbor, | 
Moultonborough, Sandwich, Kentenie Sandwich, | 
and North Sandwich, to Tamworth. J 

i 
| 


From Meredith Village, by Ceutre Harbor, | 
Moultonborough, Sandwich, South Tamworth, |: 
Tamworth, Tamworth lron Works, Eaton, Con- | 
way, and Centre Conway, to Fryburgh, Maine. 

From Nashua, by South Merrimack, Amherst, 
New Boston, and South Weare, to Weare. | 

From Nashua, by South Merrimack and Mill- i 
ford, to East Wilton. i 

From Nashua, by South Merrimack, Amherst, | 
Mount Vernon, Francistown, Hillsborough, | 
Washisgton, East Dempster, and Unity, to Clare- | 
mont: 

From Newport, by Croydon Flats, Croydon, | 
and West Enfield, to Lebanon. 

From North Charleston.to Unity. i 

From Northumberland, by Stark, Dummer, | 
Milan, Berlin, and Berlin Falls, to Gorham. 

From Northumberland, by Stratford, Lower | 
Columbia, Columbia, Colebrook, and West Stew- | 
artstown, to Canaan, | 

From Oil Mill Village, by East Weare, Weare, | 
Deering, Hillsborough Bridge, and Hillsborough | 
Centre, to.Hast Washington, ! 

From Paper Mill Village, by South Acworth, | 
Lempster, and East Unity, to Newport. 

From Pittsfield, by Barnstead and Lower Gil- || 
manton, to Gilmanton. 

From Pittsfield, by Barnstend, Barnstead Cen- 
tre, North Barnstead, and South Alton, to Down- 
ig Mills. 

rom Plymouth, by Campton, Campton Vil- 
lage, Thornton, West Thornton, Woodstock, 
Enel Flume, Lafayette, and Franconia, to Lit- 
tleton, 

From Poltsmouth, by Rye, to Rye Beach. 

From Portsmouth to Kittery, Maine. 

From the Railroad Depot, at Potter Place, by 
Wilmot Flats, New London, George’s Mills, and 
Wendell, to Newport. 

From Sanbornton Bridge to Franklin P 

From South Milton, by Milton, Union, Wake- 
field, North Wakefield, Ossipe, Centre Ossipe, 
West Ossipe, and Eaton, to Conway. , 


ton and Upper Gilmanton, to Gilmanton. | 
Brom Wakefield, by East Wakefield and Glid- 
den Corner, to Effingham. 


i 
ii 
From Warren, by East Haverhill,to Haverhill, | 
From Weir’s Bridge, by Centre Harbor, to: 
Wolfborough, j 
From Wells River, Vermont, by Bath, New 1 
Hampshire, Lisbon, Littleton, North Littleton, | 
and. Dalton to Lancaster. f 
From:Wells River, by Woodville, Bath, and | 
Lisbon, to Littleton. ‘ 
From Whitefield to Carroll. 
From West Andover, by Wilmot 
field, and Grantham, to Croydon. 
From Windham, by. Fessenden Mills, Pelham, | 
and Dracut, Massachusetts, to Lowell. , i| 
i 


1 
i 
fi 
i 
i 
I 
i 
i 
I 


» West Spring- | 


Fermont.--From Bakersfield, by West Enos- | 
burgh and Enosburgh Falls, to West Berkshire. | 
From Barnet to Peacham, i 
From Barnet to Waterford Lower Vilage, 
. From Barton, by Barton Landing, down the | 
Barton river, to West Derby. i i 


From Bellow’s Falls, by Rockingham, Barton- 
ville, Chester; North Chester, Cavendish, Proc- 
torsville, Ludlow, Mount Holley, East Walling- 
ford, Cuttingsville, East Clarendon, North Clar- 
endon, Rutland, Pittsford, Brandon, Liecester, 
Otter Creek, Salisbury, West*Salisbury, Middle- 
bury, Vergennes, Ferrisburgh, North Ferrisburgh, 
Charlotte, and Shelburne, to Burlington. 

From Bellow’s Falls, by Saxton’s river, Cam- 
bridgeport, Grafton, Townsend, West Townsend, 


North Wardsborough, West Wardsborough, and |i 


Stratton, to Arlington. 

From Bellow’s Falls, by South Charleston, 
New Hampshire, Charleston, North Charleston, 
Ciaremont, Weathersfield, Vermont, Ascutneville, 
and West Claremont, New Hampshire, to Wind- 
sor, Vermont. : 

From Bethel, by Gaysville, Stockbridge, Ro- 
chester, Hancock, Ripton, and East Middiebury, 


| to Middlebury. 


From Brandod, by Sudbury and Orwell, to 
Chipman’s Point. 
From Bratileborough, by West Dummerston 


i| and Fayetteville, to Townshend. 


From Brattleborough, by West Dummerston, 
Fayetteville, Williamsville, and Dover, to Wil- 


| mngton. 


From Brattleborough, by Dummerston, Put- 
ney, Westminster, and Walpole, New Hamp- 
shire, to Bellow’s Falis, Vermont. 

From Brattleborough, by West Brattlebo- 
rough, Marlborough, Wilmington, Searsburg, 
and Woodford, to Bennington. 

From Brattleborough, by Guilford, Guilford 
Centre, Green River, Halifax, West Halifax, 
Jacksonville, Whittingham,  Readsborough, 


ii Eleartwellville, and Stamford, to North Adams, 
i} Massachusetts. 


From Bridgewater, by Woodstock, Taftsville, 


ll and Quechee Village, to the Railroad Station. 


From Burlington, by Winooski Falls, Paines- 
ville, Colchester, West Milton, Milton, East 
Georgia, Georgia, St. Alban’s, Swanton, Alburgh, 
Alburgh Springs, and West Alburgh, to Rouse’s 
Point, New York. 

From Burlington, by South Heroto, Plattsburg, 
New York. 

From Burlington, by St. George, Hinesburg, 
and Monkton, to Vergennes. 

From Burlington, by St. George, Hinesburg, 


| Starksborough, Bristol, and New Haven Mills, to 


Middlebury. 
From Canaan to Pittsburg, New Hampshire. 
From Chester, by Andover, to Weston. 
From Chester Village, by Ringville, to Worth- 


| ington. 


From Danby, by Mount Tabor, to Weston. 

From Danville, by Walden, East Hardwick, 
Hardwick, Greensborough, and Craftsbury, to 
North Craftsbury. 

From East Barnard to Royalton. 

From East Berkshire, by Montgomery, to 
Montgomery Centre. 

From East Burke, by Victory, Granby, and 
Guildhall, to Northumberland, New Hampshire. 

From East Thetford, by Thetford, Post Mill, 


| Village, West Fairlee, and Vershire, to Chelsea. 


From Factory Point, by Winhall, Peru, Lands- 
grove, Londonderry, South Londonderry, and 
Simonsvilleto Chester. 

From Fairfax to Fletcher. 

From Fairfax to Buck Hollow. 

From Fairfax to Westford. 

From Fairfax to Georgia Depot. 


From Grafton, by Houghtonsville and Wind- 


ham, to Londonderry. 
From Hartland Depot; by Hartland, Wood- 
stock, and Bernard, to Bethel. 
From Trasburgh, by Brownington Centre and 


i| East Charleston, to Brighton. 


From Jacksonville, by South Halifax, Colerain, 
Massachusetts, and Griswoldville, to Shelburne 


: Falls. 
From Johnson, by Hyde Park, Morrisville, |} 


and Wolcott, to North Craftsbury. 


From Johnson, by North Hyde Park, Eden || 


Lowell, Westfield, Troy, Newport, and West 


| Derby, to Derby Line. 


From Jonesville, by Huntington, Starksboro’, 


‘| and Bristol, to New Haven. 


From Jonesville, by West Bolton, Underhill 
Centre, Pleasant Valley, Cambridge, Jefferson, 
Waterville, Bakersfield, West Enosburg, Enos- 
burg Falls,and West Berkshire, to East Franklin. 


From Lancaster, New Hampshire, by North- 
umberland, Guildhall, Wermont, Maidstone, 
Brunswick, Lemington, and South Canaan, to 
Canaan. 

From Lyndon Centre, by East Burke, Burke, 
Newark, Kast Charleston, West Charleston, and 
|! Derby, to Derby Line. 

From Manchester, by South Dorset, Dorset, 
| East Rupert, Pawlet, and Wells, to Granville, 
| New York. 

From Middlebury, by Cornwall, Whiting, Sud- 
bury, and Hubbardstown, to Castleton. 
| From Middlesex, by Moretown and Waits- 
! field, to Warren. 

From Montpelier, by Middlesex, Waterbury, 
Bolton, Richmond, Jonesville, and Williston, to 
Burlifgton. 

From Middlebury, by Cornwall, West Corn- 
wall, and Shoreham, to Larabee’s Point. 

From Middlebury, by Salisbury, Leicester, 
Brandon, Pittsford, Rutland, East Clarendon, 
Cuttingsville, Mount Holly, Proctorsville, Caven- 
dish, North Chester, Chester, Hartonsville, to 
Bellow’s Falis. 

From Montpelier, by Barre and Washington, 
to Chelsea. 

From Montpelier, by Worcester, Elmore, Mor- 
risville, Hyde Park, Johnson, Waterville, Ba- 
| kersfield, East Fairfield, and Fairfield, to St. 
Albans. 

From Montpelier, by Barre, Orange, West Top- 
sham, East Corinth, and Bradford Centre, tg 
Bradford. E 

From Montpelier, by North Montpelier, East 
Calais, Woodburg, South Hardwick, East Fard- 
| wick, Hardwick, Greensborough, and Glover, to 
i Barton. 

From Montpelier, by Barre, South’ Barre, Wil- 
‘liamstown, East Brookfield, East Randolph, and 
East Bethel, to Royalton. . 

From Montpelier, by East Montpelier, Plain- 
| field, Marshfield, and Cabot, to Danville. 

From Morgan, by Holland, to Derby Line. 

From North Craftsbury, by Albany, Irasburg, 
Coventry, Newport, West Derby, and Derby, to 
Derby Line. 

From Paper Mill Village, by South Ackworth, 
Lempster, and East Unity, to Newport. 

From Painesville, by Essex, Jericho, Under- 
hill, Cambridge, and Jeffersonville, to Johnston. 

From Proctorsville, by Cavendish, Upper Falls, 
Corners, and West Claremont, to Claremont. - 

From Rutland, by Clarendon, Wallingford, 
i South Wallingford, Danby, North Dorset, East 
Dorset, Factory Point, Manchester, Sunderland, 
Arlington, Shafisbury, South Shgftsbury, North 
| Bennington,. Bennington, Benr&ngton Centre, 
North Hoosick, Eagle Bridge, New York, Bus- 
kirk’s Bridge, Johnsonville, Schaghticoke, Tom- 
i hannock Junction, and Lansingburg, to Troy. 

From Salem, by West Rupert, to Rupert. 

From Sherburne, by North Sherburne and 
Pittsfield, to Stockbridge. $ , 

From St. Albans, by East Highgate, Franklin, 
East Franklin, and West Berkshire, to Berk- 
shire. 

From St. Albans, by Swanton Centre, to High- 
ate. é 
$ From St. Albans to Swanton. 

From St. Albans, by Sheldon, East Sheldon, 
and West Enosburgh, to Enosburgh. 

From St. Albans, by Sheldon, Enosburgh 
i Fails, and East Berkshire, to Richford. : 

From Strafford, by South Strafford and Union 
Village, to Pompanoosac. 

From Steven’s Village to Lower Waterford. 

From St. Johnsbury, by St. Johnsbury Cen- 
tre, Lyndon, Lynden Centre, Sutton, Barton, 
Brownington, and Derby, to Derby Line. 
> From St. Johnsbury to Danville. 

From St. Johnsbury, by Johnsbury East, West 
i| Concord, Concord, and Lunenburg, to Lancas- 
ter, New Hampshire. 

From St. Johnsbury, by Lower Waterford and 
Waterford, to Littleton, New Hampshire. 

From South Royalton, by Tunbridge, to Chel- 
sea. 

From Springfield, by North Springfield, to 
| Gassett’s Station. a8 
| From Swanton, by Highgate, Franklin, East 
Franklin, and West Berkshire, to Richford. 

- From Swanton, by West Swanton, Alburgh, 
Alburgh Springs, and West Alburgh, to Rouse’s 
Point, New York. 
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From Troy to North Troy. 

From Troy, by West Newport, Coventry, and 
Irasburg, to Barton. 

From Vergennes, by Addison, Bridgeport, 
Shoreham, Orwell, Benson, and West Haven, to 
White Hall, New York. 

From Waterford to Littleton, New Hampshire. 

From Waterbury, by Stow and. Morrisville, to 
Hyde Park. 

From Wethersfield, by Ascutneyvilleand West 
Claremont, to Claremont Depot. 

From Well’s River to Ryegate. 

From West Milton, by South Hero, Grand 
Isle, North Hero, and Isle La Mott, to Alburgh. 

From West Rutland, by Clarendon Springs, Ira, 
Tinmouth, and Danby Four Corners, to Danby. 

From West Townshend, by South Windham, 
to Windham. ` 

From White River Junction, by Hanover, New 
Hampshire; Norwich, Vermont; Union Village, 


Pompanoosac, Lyme, New Hampshire; North | 


Thetford, Vermont; East Thetford, Orford, New 
Hampshire; Fairlee, Vermont; Piermont, New 
Hampshire; South Bradford, Vermont; Bradford, 
Haverhill, New Hampshire; Newbury, Vermont; 
Well’s River, McIndoes Falls, Barnet, and Pas- 
sumsic, to St. Johnsbury. 

From Windsor, by Brownsville, Felchville, Up- 
per Falls, and Cavendish, to Proctorsville. 

From Windsor, by Plainfield, New Hampshire; 
Hartland, Vermont; North Hartland, White River 
Junction, Hartford, West Hartford, Sharon, South 


Royalton, Royalton, Bethel, West Randolph, | 


West Braintree, Roxbury, Northfield, Montpe- 
lier, Middlesex, Waterbury, Bolton, Jonesville, 
Richmond, Williston, Painesville, and Winooski 
Falls, to Burlington. 

From Woodstock, by Bridgewater, Plymouth, 
and Tyson Furnace, to Ludlow. ; 

From Woodstock, by South Woodstock, Read- 
ing, Felchville, Upper Falls, Perkinsville, North 
Springfield, and Springfield, to Charlestown, New 
Hampshire. 

From Woodstock, by South Pomfret, Pomfret, 
and Snow’s Store, to West Hartford. 


Massachusetts—From Attleboro’, by North At- 
tleboro’, to South Attleboro’. 

From Amherst, by Leverett, Shutesbury, North 
Prescott, New Salem, and North New Salem, to 
Orange. A 

From Ashburnham Junction, by Gardner, South 
Gardner, Baldwinsville, Templeton, Philipston, 
South Royalton, Athol, Orange, Wendell Depot, 
Erving, Grout’s Corners, Northfield, Vernon, and 
Hinsdale, to Brattleborough, Vermont. 

From Athol, by North Orange, Warwick, 
Winchester, West Winchester, and Hinsdale, to 
Brattleborough, Vermont. 


From Auburndale Station to Newton Lower |! 


Falls. 

From Baldwinsville Depot, by Templeton, to 
Philipston. 

From Braintree Depot, by Weymouth, East 
Weymouth, and Hingham, to Cohasset. 

From Boston, by Dorchester, to Milton. 

From Boston, by Roxbury, to Jamaica Plains. 

From Boston, by Harrison Square, Neponset 
Village, Quincy, Braintree, South Braintree, South 
Weymouth, Abington, Hanson, South Hanson, 
and Kingston, to Plymouth. 


From Boston, by West Roxbury, Dedham, į 


South Medham, Walpole, East Medfield, South 
Walpole, East Medway, West Medway, North 
Wrentham, Wrentham, Franklin City, Franklin, 
South Franklin, Bald Hill, Billingham, South 
Billingham, and Woonsocket Falls, Rhode Island, 
to Blackstone, Massachusetts. 


From Boston, by Lynn, Salem, Beverly, Hamil- | 


ton, Wenham, Ipswick, Newburyport, East Salis- 
bury, Seabrook, New Hampshire, Hampton Falls, 
Hampton, Northampton, and Greenland depot, 
to Portsmouth. 
` From Boston, by West Medford, Winchester, 

East Woburn, Wilmington, and North Billerica, 
to Lowel 

From Boston, by Canton, Sharon, East Fox- 
boro’, Mansfield, Attleboro’, Seekénk, and Paw- 
tucket, Rhode Island, to Providence. . 

From Boston, by Somerville, Waltham, Lin- 
coln, Concord, South Acton, West Acton, Little- 
ton, West Littleton, South Groton, Shirley, Shir- 
ley Village, Leominster, and North Leominster, 
to Fitchburgh. f 


Andover, Lawrence, Haverhill, Piaistow, New 


Hampshire, Newton depot, East Kingston, Exe- jj 


ter, South New Market, New Market, Durham, 
Dover, Salmon Falls, and South Berwick, Maine, 
to South Berwick Junction. e 

From Boston to Charlestown. 

From Boston, by Cambridgeport, to Cambridge. 

From Boston, by Brighton, Newton, West 
Newton, West Needham, Natick, South Fram- 
ingham, Ashland, Cordaville, Westborough, and 
New England Village, to Worcester. : 

From Chatham, by North Chatham, East Har- 
wick, and South Orleans, to Orleans. ` 

From Charlton Depot, by Chariton and Souath- 
bridge, to Globe Village. 

From Chester Village, by Ringville, to Worth- 
ington. 

From Cohasset, by North Scituate, Scituate, 
and East Marshfield, to Marshfield. 

From Cordaville, by Hopkinton and South- 
boro’, to Woodville. 

From Dedham, by West Dedham, Medfield, 
and Rockville, to Franklin City. 

From Dedham Junction, by Dedham, South 
Dedham, Walpole, East Walpole, South Walpole, 
Franklin City, and Franklin, to Waterford. 

From East Foxboro’, by Foxboro’ and West 
Foxboro’, to Wrentham. 

From Enfield, by Prescott, to Pelham. 

From Enfield, by Ware, to West Brookfield. 

From Fall River, by Newport, Rhode Island, 
to New York, New York. 

From Fall River, by Swansea and Warr 
Rhode Island, to Bristol. 

From Fall River, by Tiverton, Rhode Island, 
and Portsmouth, to Newport. 

From Farnumsville to New England Village. 

From Fitchburg, by Westminster, Ashburn- 
ham, Winchendon, Fitswilliam, New Hampshire, 
Troy, Marlboro’ Depot, Marlboro’, Keene, East 
Westmoreland, Westmoreland Depot, and Wal- 
pole, to Bellows Falls, Vermont. 

From Fitchburg, by West Fitchburg, West- 
minster, Ashburnham, Ashburnham Depot, Gard- 
ner, South Gardner, Baldwinsville, South Royals- 
ton, Royalston, Athol, Athol Depot, Orange, 
Wendell Depot, Erving, Grout’s Corners, North- 


en, 


i field Farms, Northfield, West Northfield, and 


Vernon, Vermont, to Brattleboro’. 

From Franklin, by West Wrentham, to Dia- 
mond Hill, Rhode Island. 

From Great Barrington, by North Egremont, 
to Alford. 

From Great Barrington, by Hartsville, Mill 
River, New Marlboro’, Sandisfield, North Cole- 
brook, Connecticut, and Colebrook, to Win- 
chester. : 


* 
From Greenfield, by Montague Canal, to 


i Grout’s Corners. 


From Greenfield, by East Shelburne, Colerain, 
Adamsville, and Health, to Rowe. 

From Greenfield, by Shelburne, Shelburne 
Falls, East Charlemont, Charlemont, and Florida, 
to North Adams. 

From Groton Depot, by Forge Village, to North 
Chelmsford. < 

From Groton Depot, by Shirley and Town- 
send Harbor, to Townsend. d 

From Groton Junction, by Forge Village, West- 
ford, West Chelmsford, and North Chelmsford, 
to Lowell. 

From Graton Junction, by West Groton, 
Townsend Harbor, Townsend, West Townsend, 
and Mason, New Hampshire, to Mason Village. 

From Haverhill to Bradford. i 

From Haverhill, by East Haverhill, West 
Amesbury, Amesbury, and Salisbury, to New- 


|| buryport. 


From Hingham, by North Cohasset, to Hull. 

From Hingham, by South Hingham, West 
Scituate, and South Scituate, to North Marsh- 
field. 


From Hinsdale, by Winchester, West Win- 
chester, Westport, Swansea,and West Swansea, | 


to Keene. 

From Holliston, by Medway, Franklin, West 
Wrentham, Diamond Hill, Rhode Island, and 
Valley Fails, to Pawtucket. 


From Holmes’s Hole, by West Tilsbury, to || 


Chilmark. 
From the Junction to Watertown. 


From Kingston, by North Plympton and East 
Middleboro’, to Middleboro’. ee a TT 
From’ Lawrence, by North Andover, West 
Roxford, Georgetown, and Byfield, to Newbury- 
port. gah Sani 
From Lawrence, b 
Hampshire. 
From Lexington, by Bedford, Carl 
Westford, to Forge Village. - ; 
From Lexington Depot to Bedford. 
From Lowell, by Carlisle, to Concord. : 
From Lowell, by Tewksbury, to Lawrence, 
From Medfield, by East Medway and Medway, 
to West Medway. : mes 
From Middleboro’, by Rock, South Middle- 
boro’, West Wareham, Wareham, East Ware- 
ham, North Sandwich, Monument, and West 
Sandwich, to Sandwich. : 
From Milbary, by Sutton, to West*Sutton. 
From Milford, by South Milford, to Belling- 
ham. Sa 
From Milford, by Mendon, to'Uxbridge. 
From Monument, by Pocasset, North Fal- 
Hon, West Falmouth, and Falmouth, to Wood’s 
ole. PRS Pe BN 
From Nahant to Lynn. 
From Natick to Saxonville. 
From Nantasket Depot, by North Cohassett, 


to Hull. E 
New Bedford, -by Wood’s Hole and 


y Methuen, to Salem; New 


isle, and 


From 
Holmes’s Hole, to Edgartown. : 
From New Bedford, by Dartmouth, South 


| Westport, Adamsville, Little Compton, Rhode 


Island, and Tiverton Four Corners, to Tiverton 

From New Bedford, by Fairhaven, Mattapoi- 
sett, and Sippican, to Wareham. i 

From New Bedford, by North Dartmouth, 
Westport, Fall River, Swansea, North Swansea, 
and South Seekonk, to Providence, Rhode Island. 

From New Bedford, by Wood’s ‘Hole and 
Holmes’s Hole, to Nantucket. 

From Newburyport, by West Newbury, 
Groveland, and Bradford, to Haverhill. : 

From Newburyport, by Salisbury, Amesbury, 
and Kensington, New Hampshire, to Exeter. 

From New England Village Depot, by ‘New 
England Village, to Grafton. 

From Northampton, by Leeds and Haydens- 
ville, to Williamsburgh. : ; 
From Northampton, by, West Hampton and 

Norwich, to Chester Village. 

From Northampton, by Hadley, Amherst, 
North Amherst, Sunderland, and Montague, to 
Grout’s Corners. 

From Northampton, by East Hampton to 
Southampton. 

From North Andover, by West Boxford, 
Georgetown, and Byfield, to Newburyport. . 

From North Abington Depot, by Hast Abing- ` 
ton, Hanover,-and Pembroke, to West Duxbury. 

From North Adams, by Williamstown and 
Pownal, to Bennington, Vermont. Pa 

From North Danvers, by Topsfield, Boxford, 
Georgetown, and Bradford, to Haverhill. í 

From North Wrentham, by Rockville, to Med- 


| way. 


From Orange, by North Orange and Warwiek, 
to Winchester, New Hampshire. ; . 

From Palmer, by Three Rivers, Belchertown, 
and South Amherst, to Amherst. 

From Palmer, by Thorndike, to Ware. > 

From Palmer, by Brimfield, Fiskdale, Stur- 


| bridge, and Globe Village, to Southbridge. 


From Palmer, by Bond’s Village, Enfield, and 
Greenwich, to Greenwich Village. 

From Pittsfield, by Lenox, to Lee. i 

From Pittsfield, by Lanesboro’, New Ashford, 
and South Williamstown, to Williamstown, 

From Pittsfield, by Cheshire and Adams, to 
North Adams. F 

From Railroad Depot, by Southborough, to 
Marlborough. 

From Railroad Depot, by Stoughton, North 
Easton, and South Easton, to Easton. 

From Railroad Depot, by Chester Factories, 
Brecket, Otis, WestOtis,and Monterey, to Great 
Barrington. ; 
` From Rehoboth, by North Rehoboth, to Attle- 
boro’. f 

From Rollinsford to Great Falls. 

From Russell, by Blanford, to North Blanford. 

From Salem to Marblehead. 

From Salem, by Danversport-and Middletown, 
to Lawrence. : 


e 


-Cotuit Port, Marston’s Mills, and Osterville, to 


Provincetown. 


ford. 
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From Salem, by Danvers and Danversport, to 
North Danvers. 

From Salem, by Beverly Farms and Manches- 
ter, to Gloucester. 

From Sandwich, by South Sandwich, Cotuit, 


Centreville. 

From Sandwich, by West Barnstable, Barnsta- 
ble, Yarmouthport, Yarmouth, Dennis, East 
Dennis, West Brewster, Brewster, East Brew- 
ster, Orleans, Eastham, North Eastham, South 
Welifleet, Wellfleet, Truro, and North Truro, to 


From Springfield, by Chickopee, Willimansett, 
and South Hadley Falls, to-South Hadley. 

From Springfield, by Willimansett, Ireland De- 
Rots Northampton, atfield, East Wheatley, 
Wheatley, South Deerfield, Deerfield, Greenfield, 
and. Barnardston, to Northfield Junction. 

From. Sheffield, by South Egremont, North 
Egremont, Green River, (New York,) Austerlitz, 
and Spencertown, to Chatham Four Corners. 

From State Line Depot, by West Stockbridge, 
Stockbridge, and South Lee, to Lee. 

From Shelburne Falls, by Buckland, Hawley, 
and South Hawley, to Plainfield. 

From Springfield, by Chicopee, Willimansett, 
Holyoke, Northampton, Hatfield, East Wheat 
ley, South Deerfield, Greenfield, Barnardston, 
West Northfield, Hinsdale, West Winchester, 
{New Hampshire,) Winchester, Westport, West 
Swanzey, and Swanzey, to Keene, 

From Springfield, by Chicopee, to Chicopee 
Fails. 

From Sterling Junction, by Sterling and Leo- 
minster, to Fitchburg. 

From South. Acton Depot, by Stow, Rockhot- 
tom, Feltonsville, Berlin, and Boyleston, to West 
Boylston. 

From South Braintree Junction, by Randolph, 
East Randolph, East Stoughton, North Bridge- 
water, Cambello, West Bridgewater, Bridgewater, 
North Middleboro’, Middleboro’, Myrickville, 
and Freetown, to Fall River. 

From South Deerfield, by Conway, Ashfield, 
Plainfield, and Savoy, to Adams. 

From South Abington Depot, by South Abing- 
ton and East Bridgewater, to Bridgewater, 

From South Framingham, by Holliston and 
Braggville, to Milford. 

From South Framingham to Framingham. 

From Taunton, by Myrickville, to New Bed- 


From Taunton, by North Dighton, Dighton, 
and Somerset, to Swansea. 

From Taunton, by Norton and Mansfeld, to 
Mansfield Junction. — 

From Townsend, by New Ipswich, (New 
Hampshire,) to Peterborough, 

From Warren, by Brimfield, to Wales. 

From Wendell Depot, by Wendell, Lock’s | 
Village, and North Everett, to Montague. 

From West Barnstable, by Hyannis and West 
Yarmouth, to South Yarmouth. | 

From West Barnstable, by Hyannis, to Hyan- | 
nisport. “ 

From West Brookfield, by New Braintree, to | 
Hardwick. l fe 
. From West Brookfield, by Ware and Ensfield, | 
to Amherst. | 

From Westfield, by East Granville, West i 
Granville, Tolland, and New Boston, to Sandis- | 
field. 

From West Newton, by Newton Upper Falls, 
Grantville, Needham, to Dover. 

From West Cambridge, by East Lexington, to 
Lexington. 

From Westborough Station, by Northborough, ! 
to Shrewsbury. f 

From Weston Depot, by Weston and Way- | 
land, to Sudbury. 

From Whitinsville to East Douglas. 


From Williamsburg, by Goshen, Cummington, |} 


Cummington West Village, East Windsor, Wind- | 
sor, and Hinsdale, to Hinsdale Depot, i 
From Williamsburg, by Chesterfield, West | 
Chesterfield, Worthington, West Worthington, | 
and Peru, to Hinsdale. 
. From Winchester to Woburn. : 
From Woburn, by Burlington and Billerica, to ‘| 
Lowell. 
From Worcester, by Clappville, Charlton De- 
ot, Spencer, Bast Brookfield, Brookfield, West 
rookfield, Warren, Palmer, Collin’s Depot, Lud- |! 


Albany. bd 


low, Springfield, West Springfield, Mittineague, 
Westfield, Russell, Chester Village, Chester Fac- 
tories, Bancroft, North Becket, Washington, | 
Hinsdale Depot, Hinsdale, Dalton, Pittsfield, 
West Pittsfield, Richmond, Fiatbrook, (New | 
York,) Canaan Four Corners, Canaan, Canaan 
Centré, Chatham Four Corners, Chatham Centre, 
Niverville, Schodack Depot, and Greenbush, to | 


From Worcester, by Paxton, West Rutland, 
Smithville, Barre Plains, Barre, Petersham, and 
North New Salem, to Orange. 

From Worcester, by West Boyleston, Oakdale, 
Clinton, Sterling, Lancaster, Harvard, South Gro- 
ton, Groton, Pepperell, and East Pepperell, to 
Nashua, New Hampshire. 

From Worcester, by Kolden and North Rut- 
land, to Rutland. 

From Worcester, by Paxton, Colbrook, Barre, 
Petersham, North New Salem, and Wendell De- 
pot, to Warwick. 

From Worcester, by Paxton, Coldbrook, Barre, 
Petersham, North New Salem, Wendell Depot, 
Northfield, and Vernon, Vermont, to Brattleboro’. 

From Yarmouth, by South Yarmouth, West 
Dennis, South Dennis, West Harwich, Harwich, 
Harwichport, South Harwich, Chatham, and 
North Chatham, to East Harwich. 


Rhode Island.—From Bristol, by New Castle, | 
to Pamaquid. 

From Chepacket to Burrillville. 
eee Coventry, by West Greenwich, to Pine 

ill. 

From Coventry, by Potterville, to Rice City. 

From Kingston Depot, by Usquepaugh, to | 
Brand’s Iron Works. 

From Nooseneck Hill, by West Greenwich 
Center, Eskoheag, and Voluntown, to Campbell’s 
Mills. 

From Newport, by Jamestown, Narragansett, 
Tower Hill, Wakefield, Perrysville, Charlestown, 
and Quonochontaug, to Westerly. 

From Pawtuxet to Warwick Neck. 

From Providence, by Knightsville, Natick, 
Centreville, Coventry, West Greenwich, Pine 
Hull, Brand’s Iron Works, Hopkinton, North | 
Stonington, Connecticut, Mystic, Centre Groton, 
and Groton, to New London 

From Providence, by Lippett, to Fiskville. 

From Providence, by Pawtuxet, Warwick, 
and East Greenwich, to Wickford. 

From Pawtuxet to Warwick Neck. 

From Providence, by East Greenwich, Wick- 
ford, Kingston, Shamrock Mills, Carolina Mills, 
Dorrville, and Westerly, to Stonington, Connec- 
ticut. 

From Providence, by Centredale, Greenville, 
and Chepacket, to Pascoag. 

From Providence, by North Scituate, South 
Foster, and South Killingly, Connecticut, to West 
Killingly. 

From Providence, by North Scituate, Foster, 
and East Killingly, Connecticut, to Killingly. 

From Providence, by Pawtuxet, Valley Falls, 
Lansdale, Lime Rock, Albion, Manville, Cum- | 
berland Hill, Woonsocket Falls, Blackstone, | 
Massachusetts, Slatersville, Rhode Island, Mill- | 
ville, Massachusetts, Uxbridge, North Uxbridge, 
Whitinsville, Northbridge, Farnumsville, San- 
dersville,; Wilkinsonville, and Milburg, to Wor- 
cester. 

From Providence, by Vue de Eau, Barring- 
ton, Warren, Bristol, and Portsmouth, to New- 
port. 

From Providence, by Olneysville, South Scit- | 
uate, Mount Vernon, Rice City, Sterling, Con- 
necticut, and Moosup, to Central Village. | 

From South Scituate, by Claysville, to Foster 
Centre. 

From Wakefield, by Peacedale and Kingston, 
to Kingston Depot. 

, From Warwick Depot, by Warwick, Natick, 
and Phoenix, to Hopeville. 

From Warwick Depot, by Warwick, Centre- | 
ville, and Anthony, to Coventry. f 

From Westerly, by Potter’s Hill and Asha- | 
way, to Hopkinton. 


> 


Connecticul.—From Allyn’s Point, by Norwich, 


Greenviile, Jewett’s, City, Plainfield, Central 
Village, West Killingly, Killingly, Quinebaug, 
Thompson, Fisherville, Webster, Massachusetts, 
Oxford, and Auburn, to Worcester. 


i 


From Andover, by Gilead and Hebron, to Col- 
chester. 

From Bethel, by Redding, Redding Bridge, and 
Easton, to Bridgeport. 

From Bethel, by Cold Spring, Monroe, and 
Huntington, to Derby, 

From Bethel, by Cold Spring, to Derby. 

From Bridgefieid, by Lewisborough, New York, 
Vista, Smith ’s Ridge, Connecticut, New Canaan, 
to North Stamford. 

From Bridgeport, by Trumbull and Trumble 
Long Hill, to Stepney. 

From Bridgeport, by Stepney Depot, Cold 
Spring, Newton, Hawleyville, Brookfield, New 
Milford, Gaylord’s Bridge, South Kent, Kent, 
Cornwall Bridge, West Cornwall, Fails Village, 
South Canaan, Canaan, Ashley Falls, Massachu- 
setts, Sheffield, Great Barrington, Van Dusen- 
ville, and West Stockbridge, to State Line. 

From Bridgeport, by Stratford, Derby, Auso- 
nia, Humphreysville, Naugatuck, Waterbury, 
Waterville, Plymouth, Plymouth Hollow, Camp- 
ville, East Litchfield, Walcottville, Burville, and 
West Winstead, to Winchester. 

From Bolton Depot, by Coventry, Mansfield 
Depot, Mansfield, West Ashford, Ashford, Phæ- 
mele, Abington, and Pomfret Landing, to Kil- 

ingly. 

From Bristol, by Terrysville, Plymouth, Ply- 
mouth Hollow, and Northfield, to Litchfield. 

From Central Village, by Canterbury, West- 
minster, Scotland, and Windham, toSouth Wind- 
ham. 

From Colchester, by Westchester and Modus, 
to East Haddam, 

From Collinsville, by New Hartford Centre, 
Torringford, and Bakersville, to Wolcottville. - 

From Collinsville, by Pine Meadows, New 
Hartford, Winchester, West Winstead, Mill- 
brooke, Norfolk, West Norfolk, and East Canaan, 
to Canaan, 

5 oe Danbury, by Ball’s Pond, to New Fair- 
eld. 

From Danbury, by New Fairfield and Havi- 

land Hollow, New York, to Patterson. 

From Danbury, by Bethel, to Hawleyville, 

From Falls Village, by Salisbury, Lakeville, 
and Ore Hill, to North East, New York, 

From Farmington, by Unionville, Burlington, 
and Harwinton, to Wolcottville. 

From Greenwich, by North Greenwich, Round 
Hill, Banksvilie, and Stanwich, to Long Bridge, 

From Hartford, by Bloomfield, Tariffviile, 


Granby, North Granby, and East Granville, Mas- 


sachusetts, to Blanford, 

From Hartford, by West Hartford, Avon, 
Canton, Collinsville, New Hartford, Winchester, 
Millbrook, and Norfolk, to Canaan. 

From Hartford, by West Hartford, Farming- 
ton, Bristol, Ferrysville, Plymouth, Plymouth 
Hollow, to Northfield. 

From Hartford, by Bloomfield, Simsbury, West 
Granby, and Hartland, to West Granville, Mas- 
sachusetts, 

From Hartford, by Hockanam and Glasten- 
bury, to South Glastenbury, 

From Hartford, by East Hartford, Glasten- 
bary, Marlborough, Colchester, Salem, and Ches- 
terfield, to New London. 

From Hartford, by Poquonock, Rainbow, East 
Granby, West Suffield, and Feeding Hill, to 
Westfield, Massachusetts. 

From Hartford, by Wethersfield, Rocky Hill, 
Cromwell, Middletown, Durham, Durham Centre, 
Northford, and Fair Haven, to New Haven. 

From Hartford, by West Hartford, Farming- 
ton, Bristol, Terrysville, Plymouth, Plymouth 
Hollow, and Northfield, to Litchfield. 

From Hartford, by Buckland, Manchester, 
Manchester Station, Quarryville, Boston, Ando- 
ver, and South Coventry, to Willimantic. 

From Hartford, by New Britain, Plainville, 
and Forrestville, to Bristol, 

From Hartford, by Bloomfield, Tariffville, 
Granby, and Southwick, to Westfield, Massa- 
chusetts. " 

From Hartford, by East Hartford, South 
Windsor, East Windsor Hill, and Windsorville, 
to Broad Brook. : 

From Hartford, by Bloomfield, Simsbury, 
West Granby, and Hartland, to West Granville, 
Massachusetts. 

From Hartford, by Simsbury, North Canton, 


|| and Barkhamstead, to West Hartland. 
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From Hartford,by East Hartford, East Wind- | 
sor Hill, South Windsor, East Windsor, Broad | 
Brook, Scitico, and Somerville, to Somers. | 

From Hartford, by East Hartford, Manches- | 
ter, Quarry ville, Coventry, South Coventry, Wil- 
limantic, Windham, Howard Valley, and Brook- 
lyn, to West Killingly, ; 

From Hartford; by East Hartford, Buckland, 
Oakland, Vernon, Rockville, Ellington Square, 
Pond, and West Stafford, to Stafford. 

From Hartford, by East Hartford, Manchester, 
Bolton, Andover, Columbia, Liberty Hill, Leb- 
anon, Franklin, and Norwichtown, to Norwich. 

` From Humphreysville, by Oxford, Southford, 
Southbury, Woodbury, Bethlehem, and South 
Adams, to Litchfield. 

From Jewitt City, by Griswold, Voluntown, 
and Pendleton Hill, to. North Stonington. 

From Litchfield to Wolcottville. 

From Litchfield to Litchfield Railroad Station. 

From Litchfield, by Goshen, West Goshen, 
and North Cornwall to West Cornwall. 

“From Litchfield, by Bantam Falls, Woodville, 
New Preston, Marble Dale, and Northville, to 
New Milford. X 

From. Middletown, by Portland, Middie Had- 
dam, and East Hampton, to East Hampton Lake. 

From Middletown, by Portland, Middle Had- 
dam, Cobalt, Haddam, Leesville, Modus, East 
Haddam, Hadlyme, North Lyme, and Hamburg, 
to Lyme. 

From Middletown to Meriden. 

From Middletown by Higganum, Haddam, 
East Haddam, Chester, Deep River, Centre | 
Brooke, and Essex, to Saybrook. 

From Middletown to Portland. 

From Middletown, by East Berlin, to the De- | 
pot on the New Haven, Hartfort, and Springfield 
Railroad. 

From Middletown, by Portland, Cobalt, Mid- 
dle Haddam, and East Hampton, to Chatham. 

From Middletown, by Portland, Middle Had- 
dam, East Hampton, Marlborough, Hebron, Co- | 
lumbia, and Willimantic, to Windham. 

From Milford, by Derby, Humphreysville, and 
Naugatucke, to Waterbury. 

i From Naples, by Riker Hollow, to Pratts- 
urgh. 

Erom New Hartford, by Pleasant Valley, 
Hiteheockville, and Colbggok River, to New 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

From New Haven, by Hamden, Cheshire, 
Southington, Plainville, Farmington, Avon, and 
Simsbury, to Tariffville. 

From New Haven to East Haven. 

From New Haven, by North Haven, Walling- 
ford, West Meriden, Meriden, Berlin, Kensing- 
ton, New Britain, Hartford, Windsor, Windsor 
Locks, Warehouse Point, Thompsonville, and 
Long Meadow, Massachusetts, to Springfield. 

From New Haven, by Fair Haven, North 
Branford, North Guilford, North Madison, Kil- 
lingworth, and Winthrop, to Deep River, 

From New Haven, by West Haven, Milford, | 
Stratford, Bridgeport, Fairfield, Southport, West- | 
port, Sangatuck, Norwalk, South Norwalk, Da- | 
rien Depot, Stanford, Miamus, Greenwich, Port į 
Chester, New York, Rye, Mamaroneck, New | 
Rochelle, East Chester, West Farms, Haerlem, | 
and Yorkville, to New York. 


Guilford, Madison, Clinton, Westbrooke, Say- 
bronke, Lyme, Laysville, East Lyme, and Water- 
ford, to New London. 

From New Hartford, by Pleasant Valley, 
Hitchcock ville, Colbrooke River, New Boston, | 
Massachusetts, and Otis, to West Becket. 

From New London, by Chesterfield and Salem, 
to Colchester. 


From New London, by Uncasville, Norwich, i 


Norwichtown, Yantic, North Franklin, South 
Windham, Willimantic, South Coventry, Eagie- 


ville, Mansfield Depot, West Willington, Staf- 4 


fal 


ford Springs, and Monson, Massachusetts, to 
Palmer. 

From New London, by Groton, Centre Gro 
ton, Mystic, Mystic River, and Mystic Bridge, ! 
to Stonington, Connecticut. i 

From New London, by.Mystic River or Mys- : 
tic Bridge, (by water,) to Stonington. 


From New Milford, by Bridgewater, to Rox- .. 


bury. 
From Newtown, by South Britain, Southbury, 
and Woodbury, to Hotchkissville. 


i| Olcott, Wilson, and Ransomville, to Youngs- 


i! ville, and Boght, to Crescent. 
From New Haven, by Fair Haven, Branford, || 
il 
I 


ii densville, to Gallupsville. 


~ Greenville. 


- From: North: Woodstock 

Pomfret, to Quinebaug. 
From Norwalk, by Weston, to Reddin 
From Norwalk to New Canaan. 
From Norwich, by Norwichtown, Franklin, 

Windham, Mansfield Centre, Mansfield, Tolland, 


s by Woodstock and: 
g Ridge. 


East Lon 
‘field. 
From Norwich, by Preston, Griswold, Volun- 
town, Pendieton Hill, and North Stonington, to 
Westerly, Rhode istand. : 
From Norwich, by Norwichtown, Bozrah, and 
Bozrahville, to Colchester, 


g Meadow, Massaghusetis, to Spring- 


yard, to Gales’s Ferry. ; 

From Norwich, by Jewett’s City, Plainfield, 
Central Village, West Killingly, Killingly, Wil- 
| kinson, Thompson, Fisherville, Webster, Massa- 
chusetts, Oxford, and Auburn, to Worcester. 

From North Woodstock, by Woodstock and 
Pomfret, to Wilkinson. 

From Pleasant Valley to New Hartford. 

From Pleasant Valley to Warwick Neck. 

From Ridgefield, by Lewisborough, (New 
York,) Vista, New Canaan, (Connecticut,) and 
North Stamford, to Stamford. 

From Rockville, by Tolland, West Willington, 
Wiilington Centre, Mouse Meadow, Westford, 
North Ashford, West Woodstock, Village Cor- 
ners, and Dudley, to Webster, (Massachusetts. ) 

From South Norwalk, by Norwalk, Wilton, 
Georgetown, Ridgefield, Redding, Redding Ridge, 
and Bethel, to Danbury. 

From Stamford to New Canaan. 

From Stafford Depot, (Connecticut,) to South- | 
bridge, (Massachusetts. ) | 

From Swartville, by Bloomfield, Tariffville, 
Granby, North Granby, and East Gianviile, 
(Massachusetts,) to Blanford. 

From Tolland, by Moose, Meadow, Westford, | 
i North Ashford, and West Woodstock, to North } 
Woodstock. H 

From Unionville, by Burlington and Harwin- 
ton, to Wolcottville. 

From Vernon Depot, by Vernon, Rockville, 
and Tolland, to Stafford Springs. 


mer, and Sterling Hill, to Sterling. 
From Waterbury to Watertown. 
From Waterbury, by Marion,to West Meriden. 
From Waterbury, by Watertown, to Litchfield. 
From West Cornwall to Sharon. 
From West Killingly, to Brooklyn, Hampton, 
Chaplin, and North Windham, to Willimantic. 
From West Willington, by Moose Meadow, 
North Ashford, West Woodstock, and 


| 
| 
: 


| New York —From Addison, by South Addison, 
: Elkland, Pennsylvania, and Oceola, to Knoxville. 

From Albion, by Gaines, Waterport, Carlton, 
West Carlton, Yates, County Line, Somerset, 


t 
i 


Rockville, Ellington, Somers, North Somers, and |! 


From Norwich, by Poquetannuck and Led- |} 


From Voluntown, by Campbell’s Mills, Colla- H 


ii ton, and East Lansing, South Lansing. 
| 
i: ioville, Sherwoods, | 
|| King’s Ferry, Wive Corners, Lansingville, Ludiow- 


‘Guilderland, Dunnsville, 
| East Duanesburg, ...Duanesburg,: Esperance, 
l Stoanesville, Carlisle, Sharon, Sharon : Centre, 
j and Leesville, to Cherry Valley. i <n ee 
| _ From Albany, by Defriestville and West Sand 
i Lake, to Sand Lake. =; TPI pea? 
From Albany, by. Lisha’s Kill, Schenectady, 
| Hoffman’s Ferry, Cranesville, Amsterdam, 

; Tribe’s Hill, Fonda,Cansjoharie, Palatine, Bridge, 

i Fort Plain, St. Johnsville, Manheim, Litde: Falis, 
Herkimer, East Schuyler, West Schuyler, Utica, 
Whitestown, Oriskany, Rome, Green’s. Corners, 
Verona, Verona Depot, Oneida Depot, Oneida 
Castle, Wampsville, Canastota, Syracuse, Belle 
Isle, Canal, Jordan, Weedsport, Port Byron, 
Craso, Clyde, Lock Berlin,. Lyons, Newark, 
East Palmyra, Palmyra, Macedon, Perringion, 
Penfield, Rochester, Gates, North Chili, Church- 

| ville, Bergen, West Bergen, South Byron, Batavia, 

| West Batavia, Corfu, Crittenden, Mill Grove, . 
i and Cheektowaga, to Buffalo. 
l From Almond, by-McHenry’s Valley and Col- 
i lin’s Settlement, to Philipville. 

i From Alden to Mill Grove. 

From Alden, by Cowlesville and 
to Bennington. 

From. Alden, by South Alden and Willis’s Mill, 
to East Aurora. 

From Almond, by Canakedier and Phil 
Creek, to Phillipsville. 

From Adams, by 
South Rutland, 
penhagen. 

From Alps, by Hoa, 
sau, to Moffit’s Store. : 

From Amsterdam, by Port Jackson, Mina- 
ville, Braman’s Corners, to Burtonsville, 

From Amsterdam, by Perth, Vail’s Mills, 
| Broad Albin, North Broed Albin, Union Mills, 
| Northampton, Osborne’s Bridge, and Newton’s 
Corners, to Northville. 

From Amsterdam, by PortJackson, Minaville, 


S From. Albany, : by 


Folsomville, 


lip’s 


Rodman, East Rodman, 
Champion, South Roads, to Co- 


g’s Corners and East Nas- 
; 
if 


i 
| 
[i 
1 


i| Fort Hunter, and Auriesville, to.Glen. - 


From Amsterdam, by Hagaman’s Mills, West 
| Galway, Galway, North Galway, and Provi- 
; dence, to Barkersville. ree 
From Antwerp, by North Wilna, Wilna, Car- 
thage, and Deep River, to Denmark. at 
From Andover, by Independence, to Whites- 
ville. : 
From Angelica, by Allen Centre, Short Tract, 
Granger, and Hunt’s Hoilow, to Portageville. . 
From Argyle, by North Argyle and South 
Hartford, to Hartford. se 
From Attica, by Varysburg, Johnsonburg, 
North Java, East Java, and East China, to China, 
From Auburn, by Sennet, Seneca River, Cats, 
| Meridian, tra, Hannibal Centre, Hannibal, and 
| Kinney’s Four Corners, to Oswego. : 
| From Auburn, by Fleming, Scipio, Venice, 
i Genoa, East.Genoa, North Lansing, West Gro- 


From Auburn, by Fleming, The Square, Scip- 
Poplar. Ridge, Ledyard, 


: ville, South Lansing, and Forrest City, to Ithaca: 


i 
i 


| town. | 
i From Albany, by Ireland Corners, Newtons- | 
From Albany, by West Troy, to Troy. 
From Albany, by Cedar Hilis and Coeymana, 
to New Baltimore. 
From Albany, by Guilderland, Guilderland 
entre, Knowersville, Township, West Town- 


i 


i 
‘ 


ship, Gallupsville, Scoharie, East Cobleskill, | 


' Barnesville, Cobleskill Centre, Cobleskill, 
| Warnerville, to Richmondville. | 
| -From Albany, by West Troy, Cohoes, Water- | 
ford, Schagticoke, Eagle Bridge, Centre White : 
: Creek, Cambridge, Shusan, Salem, West Rupert, ; 
i Vermont, Rupert, West Paulet, Granville, New | 
York, Middle Granville, West Poultney, Ver- | 
mont, Castleton, West Rutland, and Centre Rut- | 
and, to Rutland. i 


and | 


i 


and, New Salem, East Berne, Berne, and Wal- | 


From Albany, by Kenwood, Bethlehem, Clarks- | 
ville, Reedville, Westerloo, Rensselaerville, Me- i 
dusa, and Oak Hill, to Durham. 

From Albany, by Bethlehem Centre, Feura 


i 
ł 
t 

Bush, Keefer’s Corners, and Indian Fields, to | 

i 


ji 


H 
H 


From Albany, by Norman’s Kill, New Scot- || 


' From’Auburn, by Owasco, Lake Moravia, 
! Locke, Summer Hill, and Homer, to: Cortlandt 
: Village. ` 
; From Auburn, by Pontico, to Skaneateles, 
| From Auburn, by Owasco and Niles, to Kel- 
i logsville. 
; From Auburn to Port Byron. ; i 
From Auburn, by Aurelius, Union Springs, 
and Havanna, to Aurora, 
From Ausable Forks, by Wilmington, Jay, and 
pper Jay, to Keene. 
From Ausable Forks, by Black Brook, Union 
| Falls, Merrilisville, Duane,and South Dickinson, 
| to Nicollville. 
From Ausable Forks, by Black Brook, Frank- 
| lin Fails, and Bloomingdale, to Saranac Lake. 
From Bainbridge, by West Bainbridge, Cov- 
| entryville, Coventry Greene; Geneganslet, and 
| Triangle, to Whitney’s Point. 
From Ballstown, by West: Milton, South Gal- 
i way, Galway, Whiteside’s Corners, Providence, 
; North Hampton, and Edinburg, to West Day. 
| From Baldwinsville, by Plainville, Meridian, 
' Cato, Victory, and Westbury, to Wolcott. 
From Bangall, by Hull’s Mills, Federal Store, 
and City, to Amenia. i : 
From Barcelona, by Westfield, Hartfield, May- 
| ville, Magnolia, and Harmony, to Jamestown. 


j 


{ 


| U 


i 


i 
i 
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'- From: Barrytown, to Red Hook, Rock City, 
‘Milan, and Lafayette, to Pine Plains. 

From Barryville, by Lumbetland, Beaver 
Brook, Forestburg, Monticello, Stevensville, and 
‘Liberty Falls,to Liberty. 

From Batavia, by Elba, South Barre, Barre, 
Barre Cèntre, and Albion, to Gaines. 

From: Batavia, by East Bethany, Pavilion, 
Covington, La Grange, and Perry Centre, to 
Centre. 

“From Batavia, by Alexander, to Attica. 
From: Batavia, by Oakfield, Wheatville, Ala- 
bama, and Royalton, to Medina. 

From Bath, by Mount Washington, Bradford, 
Orange, Sugar- Hill, and Townsend, to Watkins. 
‘From Bath, by North Cameron, Cameron, 
South Hill, Jasper,and Troupsbarg, to Knoxville, 
‘Pennsylvania. 

From Bath, by Campbell’s Creek, Towlesville, 
East: Canisteo, Canisteo, and Bennett’s Creek, to 
Greenwood. 

From ‘Bath, by Marsh’s and Bennett’s, to 
Towlesville. , 

From Bath, by Wheeler, to Prattsburg. 

From Bath, by Thurston and South Thurston, 
to West Addison. 

From Bath, by Mud Creek, Cambellstown, 
Cooper’s Plains, and Painted Post, to Corning. 

From Belvidere, by Angelica, Allen Grove, 
Hunt’s Hollow, Oakland, Nunda, Brook’s Grove, 
Ridge, and Mount Morris, to Geneseo. 

-From. Belvidere, by Transit Bridge, Belfast, 
Oramel, and Caneadea, to Rushford. 

:Erom Bergen, by East Bergen, Sweden, and 
Brookport, to Clarkson. 

From: Beekmantown 
Chazy. 

‘From Binghampton, to Katteville, Chenango 
Forks, Greene, East ‘Greene, South Oxford, and 
Oxford, to Noxwich., 

From Binghampton to Friendsville, 

From Binghampton, by Port Crane, Osborne’s 
Hollow, Colesville, and West Colesville, to Har- 
persville. 

From Binghampton, by Castle Creek, Hyde's 
Settlement, Whitney’s Point, Lisle, Killawog, 
Marathon, Blodgett’s Mills, and Courtland Vil- 
lage, to Homer. 

From Brasher’s Falls, by Brasher’s Iron Works 
and Helena, to Hogansburg. 

‘Fyrom. Brooklyn, by Flat Bush and New 
Utrecht, to Fort Hamilton. 

Brom Brownsville, by Perch River, Stone Mills, 
and Lefargeville, to Clayton. 

‘From Buffalo, by Cheektowaga, Lancaster, 
Town Line, Alden, Darien Centre, Darien, At- 
tica, Linden, Dale, Warsaw, East Gainsville, 
Castile; Portageville, Hunte Hollow, Nunda, 
Chautauque Valley, Whitney’s Valley, Burns, 
and Arkport, to Hornellgville. 

ae ulfalo, by Ebenezer Village, to Cowles- 
ville. 

From Buffalo, by East Evans, North Evans, 
Evang, Irving, Silver Creek, Sheridan, Dunkirk, 
Fredonia, Salem: Cross Roads, Portland, West- 
field, and Ripley, to State Line. A 

From Buffalo, by Red Jacket, Spring Brook, 
West Aurora, East Aurora, South Wales, Hol- 


» by West Chazy, to 


land, Sardinias, Yorkshire, Delavan, Machias, | 


Franklinville, Cadiz, and Rice, to Hinsdale. 


From Buffalo, by West Seneca, Big Tree Cor- | 


ners, Hamburg, North Boston, Patchin, Boston, 


Springville, Ashford, Plato, Ellicottsville, and | 


Great Valley, to Killbuck, 

From Buffalo, by Black Rock, to Tonawanda. 

From Buffalo to Lockport, 

From Buffalo, by East Hamburg, Ellicott, and 
California, to Griffin’s Mills. 

: From Barns, by Doty’s Corners, to Danville. 

From Cairo, by East Durham, Potters’ Hol- 
low, Manor Hill, and Conesville, to Gilboa. 

From Cambridge, by North White Creek, 
Anaquascook, East Salem, and West Arlington, 
Vermont, to Arlington. 

From Cambridge, by North Cambridge, to 
Greenwich. 

From Canaan Four Corners, by New Britain, 
Moffit’s Store, East Nassau, and Hi oag’s Corners, 
tó Sand Lake. 

From Canaan Four Corners, by New Lebanon, 
to New Lebanon Springs. 

From Camden, by East Florence and Florence, 
to Bedford. : 

-From Camden, by Hillsboro’; -Cartersyille, 


Amboy Centre, East Parish, Parish,and Colosse, 
to Mexico. 

From Canandaigua, by Cheshire, Bristol Cen- 
tre, Honeoye, Canadea, and East Springwater, to 
Springwater. 

From. Canandaigua, by Larned’s Corners, 
Orleans, Seneca Castle, Fint Creek, Hopewell, 
and Larned’s Corners, to Canandaigua. 

From Canandaigua, by Centrefield, East Bloom- 
field, Taylorsville, West Bloomfield, North 
Bloomfield, Honeoye Falls, East Rush, and West 
Rush, to Caledonia. 

From Canandaigua, by Bristol, Allen’s Mills, 
Richmond Mills, Livonia, and Lakeville, to Gen- 
eseo. 

From Canandaigua, by Hopewell, Stanly Cor- 
ners, Ferguson’s Corners, Halli’s Corners, Ben- 
ton Centre, Penn Yan, Milo Centre, Milo, North 
Starkey, Big Stream Point, and Rock Stream, to 
Watkins, 

From Canandaigua, by West Farmington and 
Norton’s Mills, to Farmington. 

From Canajoharie, by Spraker’s Basin, Root, 
Charleston, Four Corners, Sloansville, and Cen- 
tral Bridge, to Schoharie. 

From Canajoharie, by Ames and Sharon 
Springs, to Sharon Centre. 

From Canajoharie, by Flat Creek, Argusville, 
and Sharon, to Gardnersville. 

Vrom Candor Centre, by West Candor, Spen- 
cer, Van Ettenville, Cayuta, West Cayuta, and 
Alpine, to Catharine, 

From Canisteo, by Bennet’s Creek, Green wood, 
Rough and Ready, West Troupsburg, Jasper, 
Woodhull, and South Addison, to Addison. 

From Canisteo, by Purdy Creek, West Green- 
wood, and West Union, to Whitesville. 

From Canton, by North Russel, Russel, Ed- 
wards, Faliersville Iron Works, Fowler, and 
Shingle Creek, 

From Canton, by East De Kalb, to Richville. 

From Catskill, by Leeds, South Cairo, Cairo, 
Acra, South Durham, East Windham, Union- 


ville, Windham Centre, Windham, Ashland, Red |i 


Falls, Prattsville, Moresville, Stamford, Hobart, 
South Kortright, and Bloomville, to Delhi. 

From Catskill, by Kishatom, Palenville, Tan- 
neraville, Hunter, Jewett Centre, and Lexington, 
to Prattsville. 

From Castle, by St. Helena, River Road Forks, 
and Brook’s Grove, to Tuscarora. 

From Cattaraugus, by Otto and Eddysville, to 
Elticottsville. : 

From Cattaraugus, by New Albion, to Leon. 

From Centre White Creek, by White Creek, 
to North Bennington, Vermont. 

From Chateaugay, by Wrightsville, to Fron- 
tier. 

From Chemung, by Wynkoop Creek and South 
Erin, to Van Ettenville. 

From Cherry Valley, to Roseboom, Middle- 
field, and Westville, to Milford. 


From Cherry Valley, by East Springfield, |) 


Springfield, Warren, Richfield Springs, May 
Flower, Winfield, West Winfield, and Babcock 
Hill, to Clayville. 


From Chester, by Sugar Loaf, Warwick, and |! 


Edenville, to Amity. 

From Chester, by Florida, to Warwiek. 

From Chittenango, by Perryville, Fenner, and 
Nelson, to Erieville. 

From Chittenango Station, by Chittenango, 
Chittenango Falls, Cazenovia, New Woodstock, 
De Ruyter, Cuyler, Truxton, East Homer, and į 
Homer, to Cortlandt Village. 

From Cobleskill, by Lawyersville, Hindsville, 
Gardnersville, Seward, South Valley, and Pleas- 
ant Brook, to Roseboom. 

From Cochecton, by Fosterdale, Bethel, White 
Lake, Mongaup Valley, Monticello, Bridgeville, 
Gales, Wurtzboro’, and Bloomingburg, to Mid- | 
dletown, 

From Cochecton, by Damascus, Pennsylvania, 
to Rileyville. i 
« From Coeymans, by Coeymans Hollow, Dor- 
mansville, and Westerlo, to South Berne. 

From Comstock’s Landing, by West Granville, | 
North Granville, and Middle Granville, to Gran- 
ville. 

From Concord Centre to Java. 

From Cooperstown, by Fly Creek, Oaksville, 
Burlington, West. Burlington, Edmeston, Pitts- 


A GLOBE.. 


li 


`| mer Centre, Panama, 


August, 


| From Cooperstown, by Middlefield, Westford, 
and Decatur, to Worcester. 

| From Copenhagen, by Pinckney, Barnes’s Cor- 
i ners, Worthville, and Jacksonville, to Lorraine. 

i. From Corning, by Cooper’s Plains, Camp- 
| belltown, Savona, Bath, Kennedysville, Avoca, 
i Twelve Mile Creek, Cohocton, North Cohocton, 
Wayland Depot, Springwater, West Conesus, 
Conesus, South Livonia, Lakeville, Avon, Cale- 
donia, Le Roy, and Stafford, to Batavia. 

From Corning, by Painted Post, Addison, 
Rothbonesville, West Addison, Cameron Mills, 
West Cameron, East Canisteo, and Canisteo, to 
Hornelisville. 

From Corning, by Post Creek, Hornby, Bea- 
ver Dams, and Moreland, to Watkins. 

From Cortlandt Village, by McGrawsville, 
Freetown Carners, and East Freetown, to Texas 
Valley. 

From Cortlandt Village, by McGrawsville, So- 
lon, Cincinnatus, Taylor, Pitcher, Pitcher Springs, 
Pharsalia, East Pharsalia, and Preston, to Nor- 
wich, 

From Covesville, by Quaker Springs and Dean’s 
Corners, to Ketcham’s Corners. 

From Coxsackie, by Medway, Greenville, South 
Westerlo, and Norton Hill, to Oak Hill. 

From Cuba, by Black Creek, and Rockville, to 
Belfast. 

From Cuba, by Rawson, Rushford, Fairview, 
Freedom, Sandusky, and China, to Yorkshire. 

From Cuba, by West Clarksville and West 
Genesee, to Portville, 

From Cuba, by Hindsdale, to Olean. 

From Dansville, by Ossian, Whitney’s Valley, 
and Birdsall, to A Hen. 

From Dansville, by Scottsburg and West Co- 
i nesus, to Conesus. 
| From Davenport, by North Kortright and Har- 
| persfield, to Stamford. 
| From Deer Park, by West Hills and Dix Hills, 
| to Commack. 
| From Delhi, by Kortright, to Harpersfield. 
| From De Ruyter, by Linklean, Union Valley, 
Pitcher, Taylor, Cincinnatus, Willet, and Upper 
Lisle, to Whitney ’s Point. 

From De Ruyter, by Otselic, Smyrna, Sher- 
burne, and Columbus, to New Berlin. 

From Deposit, by Sanford, Vallonia Springs, 
South Bainbridge,g#oventryville, and Cheshire- 
ville, to Oxford. 

From Deposit, by Barbourville, Masonville, 
Bennettsville, Bainbridge, East Guilford, Rock- 
| dale, Mount Upton, White Store, South New Ber- 
lin, and New Berlin Centre, to New Berlin. 

From Deposit to Cannonsville. 

From De Ruyter, by North Linklean, South 
Otselic, Plymouth, and South Plymouth, to Nor- 
wich. 

From Dickinson Centre, by Dickinson, Moira, 
and Bombay, to Fort Covington. 

From Dover, by Amenia and Leedsville, to ` 
Sharon. 
| From Dunkirk, by Fredonia, Laona, Cassada- 
‘ga, Gerry, and Vermont, to Jamestown.: 
| From Dunkirk to Detroit, Michigan. 

' From East Chatham, by Chatham and Malden 
i Bridge, to Nassau. 

; From Elizabethtown, by Keene, North Elba, 
| Harrietstown, and St. Armand, to Merrilsville. 

| From Elmira, by East Veteran and West Cay- 
i uta, to Ithaca. 

| From Elmira, by Fairport, Pine Valley, Mill- 
i port, Croton Corners, and Havana, to Watkins. 
| _ From Elmira, by North Chemung and Erin, to 
| Cayuta. 

Krom Elmira, by South Port, Seely Creek, 
Webb’s Mills, French Mills, Pennsylvania, Dag- 
gett’s Mills, and Rutland, to Mansfield. 

» From Elmira, by Fairport, Millport, and Ha- 
vana, to Salubria. 

From Erie, Pennsylvania, by Phillipsville, 
Wattsburg, Marvin, New York, Clymer, Cly- 
Blockville, Harmony, 
| Jamestown, Levant, Poland Centre, Falconer, 
| Randolph, East Randolph, and Napoli, to Little 
| Valley. 

From Essex to Charlotte, Vermont. ` 

From Farmingdale Depot, by Amityville and 
South Oyster Bay, to Jerusalem South. 

From Fisher’s, by Mendon, and Mendon Cen 


field, New. Berlin, New Berlin Centre, and South 
New Berlin, to Norwich. 


tre, to Honeoye Falls. i 
From Fishkill, by Shenandoah and Kent, to 
Carmel. 
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From Fishkill, by Brinkethoff, Johnsonville, 
Oregonville, Gayhead, Cortlandtville, and Storm- 
ville, to Pouhquag. * : 

From Fishkill Landing, by Matteawan, Glen- 
ham, Fishkill, East Kill, Ortonville, and Johns- 
ville, to Stormville. 

From Fonda, by Fultonville, Glen, and Charles- 
ton, to Fultonville. 

From ‘Fonda, by Johnstown, Gloversville, 
Kingsborough, Mayfield, and Cranberry Creek, 
to Osborne’s Bridge. ` 

From Fonda, by 
to Newkirk’s Mills. 

From Fordham, by King’s Bridge, Yonkers, 
Hastings upon Hudson, and Dobb’s Ferry, to 
Ferrytown,. 

From Fort Ann, by West Fort AnnsGriswold’s 
Mills, Patten’s ‘Mills, and Queensbury, to French 
Mountain. f 

From Fort Covington, by 
Racket River, to Massena. 

From Fort Edwards, by Sandy Hill, Glenn’s 
Falls, French Mountain, Cald weli, Warrensburg, 
Chestertown and Pottersville, to Schroon Lake. 

From Fort Plain, by Hallsville and Minden, to 
Starkville. 

From Fort Plain, by Frey Bush, Hessville, and 
Sprout Brook, to:Cherry Valley. 

From Fort Plain, by Hallsville, Starkville, Van 
Hornsville, Springfield: Centre, Cooperstown, 
Hartwick Seminary, South Hartwick, Mount 
Vision, and Laurens, to Morris. 

From Fowler’s Point, by Starkey, to Dundee. 

. From Fredonia, by Laona, Arkwright, and 
Hamlet, to Villa Nova. 

From Fredonia, by Stockton, Oregon, Ellery, 
and Fluvanna, to Jamestown. 

From Fulton, by Volney, Palermo, Vermillion, 
and Butterfly, to Mexico. 

From Fulton, by Gilbert’s Mills, Pennellaville, 
and Caughdenoy, to Brewerton. 

From Gales, by Glen Wild, to Sandburg. 

From Geneseo, by Cuylersville, Moscow, 
Perry, Castle, and East Pike, to Pike. 

From Geneva, by Stanley Corners, Benton, 
Pennyan, Barrington, and Urbana, to Bath. 

From. Geneva, by Junius, Marengo, Clyde, 
Rose, and West Butler, to Wolcott. 

From Geneva, by Stanley Corners, Gorham, 
Rushville, Middlesex, and Naples, to North Co- 
shocton. 

From Gerry to Charlotte Centre. 

From Gilboa, by Mine Kill Falls, North Blen- 
heim, and Brakaben, to Middleburg. 

From Goshen, by New Hampton, Slate Hill, 
Wells Corners, and Minisink, to Port Jervis, 

From Goshen, by Ridgebury, West Town, 
Unionville, Mount Salem, (New Jersey,) Mini- 
sink, (New York,) Wells Corners, and Slate 
Hill, to Goshen. 

From Gouverneur, by Wegotchie, Oxbow, 
Theresa, West Theresa, and Orleans Four Cor- 
ners, to Lafargeville. 

From Great Bend, by Carthage and Deer River, 
to Denmark. . 

From Gowanda, by Perrysburg, Nashville; and 
Hanover, to Fredonia. 

From Great Bend, by Evans’s Mills, to French 
Creek. 

From Gowanda, by West Perrysburg and 
Smith’s Mills, to Silver Creek. 

From Greene, by Geneganslet, Smithville Flats, 
and East German, to McDonough. 

From Greenwich, by Battenville, East Green- 
wich, to Salem. 

From Greenport, by Sag Harbor and Bridge 
Hampton, to South Hampton. 

From Granville, by Middle Granville and North 
Granville, to Comstock’s Landing. 

From Guilderland, by Rotterdam, Mariaville, 
-Minaville, and Fort Hunter, to Tribe’s Hill. i 

From Hamilton, by Lebanon, Georgetown, | 
Otselic, South Otselic, and Linklean, to Pitcher 
Springs. 


Sammonsville and Ephrata, 


Hogansburg and 


From Hamburg, by Water Valley, White’s 
‘Corners, Edin, Collins, and Angola, to Gowanda. | 
From Haverstraw to Clarkstown, 
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|! Brashland, to Bovina. 


From Hart’s Villagé, by Washington and:Lit- 
tle Rest, to Dover. : 3 
From Hancock, by Partridge Island; Harvard EA 
Elwood’s Bridge, Colchester, Pepacton, and Cabin 
Hill, to Delhi. G - +8 

From: Hancock, by Rock Rift, Walton, and 
Hampden, to Delhi. r f 

From Hempstead Depot, 
Swamp, to. Glen Cove. 

From Herkimer, by Mohawk, Jordansville, 
Page’s Corners, Richfield Springs, Schuyler’s 
Lake, Oakaville, and Fry Creek,to Cooperstown. 

From Heuvelton, by De Peyster, Edenton, and 
Pope’s Mills, to Macomb. i 

From Heuvelton, by Rensselaer Falls, to Her- 
mon. | 
From Hicksville, by Cold Spring Harbor, 
Huntingdon, and Centreport, to Northport. 

From Hicksville, by Jericho and East Nor- 
wich, to Oyster Bay. 

From Hornellsville, by Haskensville, Rogers- 
ville, Loon Lake, aud Patchin’s Mills, to Way- 
land Depot. 

From Hornelilsville, by Big Creek, Howard, 
Gloff’s Mills, and Kennedysville, to Bath. 

From Hudson, by Claverack, Churchtown, 
Taghkanic, Copake, and Boston Corners, Massa- 
chusetts, to North East, New York. 

From Hillsdale, by North Egremont, Egre- 
mont Plains, and South Egremont, to Great Bar- 
rington. 

From Hudson, Claverack, Mellenville, and | 
Ghent, to Chatham Four Corners. 

From Hudson, by West Taghkanic, Ancram, 
and Ancram Lead Mines, to North East. 

From Hudson, by Stockport, Stuyvesant Falls, 
to Kinderhook. 

From Ithaca, by West Dryden, Peruville, Gro- 
ton, and Locke, to Moravia. 

From Ithaca, by Newfield and Catharine, to 
Havanna. : 

From Ithaca, by Enfield, Enfield Centre, 
Trumbull’s Corners, Cayutaville, and Odessa, to || 
Havanna. 

From Ithaca, by Varna, Etna, Dryden, and 
McLean, to Cortlandt Village. 

From {thaca, by Enfield, Mecklenburg, Rey- 
noldsville, Bennettsburg, Burdette, Watkins, 
Reading, Pine Grove, Tyrone, Weston, Wayne 
er Corners, North Urbana, and Urbana, to 

ath. 

From Ithaca, by Slatersville, Caroline, Rich- 
ford, Centre Lisle, and Lisle, to Whitney’s Point. 

From Ithaca, by Danby, to South Danby. 

From Ithaca, by Danby, South Danby, Wil- 
seyville, and Candor, to Owego. 

From Jamaica to Rockaway. 

From Jamestown, by Levant, Ellington, Clear 
Creek, Conewango, Leon, and Sociality, to Go- 
wanda. 

From Jefferson, by Morseville, Summit, West 
Fulton, and Fultonham, to Middleburg. 

From Johnstown, by Rockwood, Garoga, Las- | 
seliville, and Oppenheim, to Brockett’s Bridge. 

From Johnsburg to Wellstown. 

From Jordan to Elbridge. . 

From Katonah, by Cross River and Bouton- 
ville, to-South Salem. 

From Keeseville, by Port Kent, to Burlington, 
(Vermont.) 

From Keeseville, by Peru, to Plattsburg. 

From Keeseville, by Clintonville and. New 
Sweden, to Ausable Forks. 

From Kensico Depot, by Kensico and Amonk, 
to North Castle. 


by Boslyn and Cedar 


From Kinderhook, by Stuyvesant, Schodack i 


-Landing, and Castleton, to Albany. 

From Kingston, by Glasco, to Saugerties. Í 

From Kingston, by West Hurley, Olive, Sho- | 
kan, The Corner, Phænicia, Shandaken, Pine; 
Hill, Griffin’s Corners, Clovesville, Arkville, 
Middletown Centre, Clark’s Factory, and Andes, 
to Delhi. 

From Kingston, 
Esopus, and River Side, to New Paltz Landing. 


From Kingston route, near Fish Lake, by 


| Bergholtz. : 


Í 


by Rondout, Amesville, |! 


From K 
i ham. i ‘ s : 
From Lamson’s, by. Litle: U 
and Lysander, to-Plainville. |. P Se 
From Lancaster, by East Aurora, Griffia *s Mills, 
West Falls, Colden, and Glenwood; to Spring ville. 
From Le Roy, by Roanoke, East: Bethany, 
Bethany, West | ethany, and Brookville, to Alex- 
ander, ; : : 
From Le Roy, by Pavilion Cen 
and W yoming, to Warsaw. 

From Lewistown to Niagara Falls, 

From Lewistown, by Rochester, Oswego, Sack- 
| ett’s Harbor, Kingston, (Canada,) Clayton, (New 
York,) Alexander, and Morristown, to Ogdens- 

ure. : d 

From Lewistown to Youngstown: 

From Lexington, by West Kill and Bushnells:_ 
ville, to Shandaken. : Psa a thea Rasa 

From Liberty, by Parksville, Purvis, Rockland, 
Beaverkill, Shin Creek, and Shavertown, to’ Pë- 
» Callikoon, and 


pacton, : 
From: Liberty, by Youngsville 
North Branch, to Callikoon Depot. pii 
| From Little Falls, by Manheim, Centre, Brok- 
ett’s Bridge, Salisbury, Salisbury Centre, to Deve- 


nowlesville, by Millville, to- Farm 


tica; Polk ville; 


tre, Pearl Creek, 


| reaux. 


From Little Falls, by Eatonville, Fairfield, Mid- 
| dleville, Newport, Poland, Cold Brook, Russia, 
| Gravesville, and Trenton Falls, to Trenton, =: 
From Little Falls, by Jacksonburg, -Paine’s 
Hollow, and Crain’s, to Warren. 
From Little Falls, by Danube, to Newville. 
From Little Falls, by Salisbury, to Graysville. 
From Linden, by Middlebury, W yoming, Pear! 
Creek, Covington, Peoria, ‘Greigsville, Pifford, 
and Spottswood, to Geneseo. © ees 
From Lockport, by Pekin, to Lewistown.’ =` 
From Lockport, by Hickory ‘Corners, Cam- 
bria; and South Wilson, to Wilson.) o0 0 5i 
From Lockport, by Wright’s Corners and 
Newfane, to Olcott. - 
From Lockport, by Wright’s Cor 
Road, and Somerset, to Somerset. - 
From Lockport, by Mapleton and Shawnee, to 


ners, Hess 


From Lockport, by Locust Tree Rapids, West 
Newstead, North Clarence, and Clarence Centre, 
to Clarence. - 

From Lockport, by Mount Cambria, Pendleton 


| Centre, and Pendleton, to Lockport. 


From Lockport to Wilson, by Coomer. ; 

From Lodi, by South. Lodi, North: Hector, 
Hector, and Burdette, to Watkins, ae 

From Lodi, by Lodi Centre, Seneca, Logan, 
and Burdette, to Watkins, : 

From Lowville, by Watson, New Bremen, 
Croghan, Diana, Pitcairn, East Pitcairn, and. 
South Edwards, to Edwards. * ; 

From Lowville, by South Harrisburg, Harris- 
burg, New Boston, and Pinkney,.to Rodman, 

From Lyons, by South Sodus and Alton, to 
Sodus Point. ; 

From Madrid Station, by Buck’s Bridge and 
Morley, to Canton. 

From Malone, by East Constable and West 
Constable, to Fort Covington. 

From Manlius, by Watervale and Pompey 
Centre, to Manlius. 7 

From Manlius Depot, by Manlius Centre, Fay- 
| etteville, to Manlius. 

From Marcellus Depot, by Marcellus. Falls, 
Marcellus, South Marcellus, Thorn Hill, and 
Borodino, to Spafford. i . 

' From Marvin, by French Creek and Mina, to 
Sherman. 

From Mechanicsville, by Stillwater, Bemus? 
Heights, Covesville, Victory Mills, Schuylers- 
ville, Northumberland, Fort Miller, and Fort Ed- 
ward Centre, to Fort Edward. 

From McConnelisville, by Vienna, North Bay, 
; West Vienna, Cleveland, Bernhard Bay, -Con- 
| stantia, and West Monroe, to Gentral: Square. 
From Medford Station, by Coram; Miller’a 
| Piace, and Mount Sinai, to Port Jefferson. pil : 

elle. 


è 


From Medford. Station, by- Fatchogue, 
port, and Fireplace, to Moriches. > > 


THE 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


August, 


From Medina, by Ridgway. and Lyndonville, 
to. Yates. 

From Monticello, by Thompsonville, Fallsburg, 
Woodburne, Hasbrouck, Neversink, and Clarys- 
ville, to Grahamsville. i 

From Mooresville, vy Roxbury, Stratton Falls, 
and Halcottsville, to Arkville. 

“From Mount Morris, by Tuscarora and Union 
Corners, to Byersville. 

From Naples, by Riker Hollow, to Plattsburg. 

From New York, by Brooklyn, East New 
York, Jamaica, Brushville, Hempstead Branch, 
Hempstead, Merrick, Farmingdale, Babylon, 
Deer Park, Thompson’s Station, Suffolk Station, 
Lakeland, Waverly, Manorville, Yaphank, Suf- 
folk Court House, Upper Aquebogue, Jamesport, 
Mattituck, Cutchogue, W est Sonthold, and South- 
old, to Greenport. 

From New York, by Jersey City, New Jersey, 
Aquackanock, Patterson, Sufferns, New York, 
Ramapo Works, Sloatsburg, Monroe Works, 
Turners, Monroe, 
shen, New Hampton, Middletown, Howell’s De- 
pot, Mount Hope, Otisville, Port Jervis, Mon- 

aup, Pond Eddy, Barryville, Shehola, Penna, 
Faokawaxen; Delaware Bridge, New York, Nar- 
rowsbarg, Cochecton, Callikoon Depot, Fremont, 
Equimuak, Pennsylvania, Stockport Station, 
New York, Hancock, Monument Island, Deposit, 
Lanesboro’, Pennsylvania, Susquehanna Depot, 
Great Bend, Lodersville, Kirkwood, New York, 


Conklin, Binghampton, Union, Campville, Owe- || 


go, Tioga Centre, Smithboro’, Barton, Factory- 
ville, Waverly, Chemung, Wellsboro’, Elmira, | 


Big Flats, East Painted Post, Corning, Gibson, | 
pa £ 


Knoxville, Painted Post, Addison, Rathboneville, 


West Addison, Cameron Mills, Cameron, West | 


Cameron, Adrian, Canisteo, Hornellsville, Al- į 
mond, Alfred, Andover, Elm Valley, Wellsville, 

Scio, Phillipsville, Belvidere, Friendship, Cuba, 

Hinsdale, Olean, Allegany, Tuna, Great Valley, | 
Little Valley, Cattaraugus, Dayton, Perrysburg, 

Smith’s Mills. and Forestville, to Dunkirk. 


From New York, by Yorkville, Haerlem, Mott |i 


Haven, Morrisania, Foreham, Mount Vernon, 
Bronxville, Tuckahoe, Scarsdale, Moringville, 
White Plains, Kensico, Neperan, Pleasantville, 
Chappaqua, New Castle, Mount Kisco, Bedford 
Station, Katona, Golden’s Bridge, Pardy’s Sta- 
tion, Croton Falls, Brewster’sStation, Dykeman’s, 


Carmel, Towner’s, Haviland Hollow, Patterson, | 


Pawlings, South Dover, Dover, Wassaic, Amenia, 
Oblong, Northeast Station, Boston Corners, Mas- 
sachusettss, Copake, New York, Hillsdale, North 
Copake, Martindale Depot, and Ghent, to Chat- 
ham Four Corners. 

From New York, by New London, Connecti- 
cut, to Norwich. 


From New York, by Tompkinsville, Stapleton, || 


New Brighton, and North Shore, to Port Rich- 
mond. 


From New York, by Williamsburg, Maspeth, || 


and Newtown, to Flushing. 

Fyom New York, by Manhattanville, Wash- 
ington Heights, Kingsbridge, Youkers, Hastings 
upon Hudson, Dobb’s Ferry, Dearman's, Tarry- 
town, Sing Sing, Croton Landing, Peekskill, Gar- 
rison’s, Cold Spring, Fishkill Landing, Carthage 
Landing, New Hamburg, Hughsonville, Wap- 
pierre Falls, Poughkeepsie, l1 yde Park, Staats- 

urg, Rhinebeck, Barrytown, Clermont, German- 
town, Livingston, Hudson, Stockport, Stuyve- 
sant, Schodack Landing, Castleton, and Green- 
bush, to Aibany. 

From New York to Stonington, Connecticut. 

From Newark, by Fairville and Joy, to Sodus. 

From Newburg, by Mortonville, Salisbury 
Mills, Blooming Grove, and Craigsville, to Ches- 
ter. 

From Newburg, by Coldenham, Montgomery, 
and Bullville, to Bloomingburg. 

From Newburg, by Middlehope, Marlboro’, 
Milton, and New Paltz Landing, to Poughkeep- 


From Newburg, Walden, Ulsterville, Ellenville, | 
and Woodburne, to Liberty. 

From Newburg, by Plattekill, Modena, Clin- 
tondale, New Paliz, Arnoldton, Rosendale, and 
Fly Mountain, to-Kingston, . 

From New Haven, by Texas, Port Ontario, and 
Richland, to Mellen’s Depot. 

From Newport, by Norway, to Graysville. 

From North Chili, by Chili and Clifton, to 
Wheatland, 


Oxford Depot, Chester, Go- || 


West Perrysburg, to Smith’s Mills. 
From Nanda, via River Road, to Caneadea. 
| From North Lawrence, by Lawrenceville and 
Nicholville, to Hopkinton. 


dam, Malone, and North Bangor, to Chateaugay. 
From Ogdensburg, by Lisbon, Waddington, 
Madrid, Norfolk, Raymondsville, Massena, Pac- 


From Olean, by Portville, Ceres, Little Genesee, 
Bolivar, Richburg, Wirt, and Niles, to Friendship. 

From Oneonta, by North Franklin, Ouleont, 
and Meredith, to Delhi. 


and Maple Grove, to Butternuts. 

From Oneonta, by West Davenport, Davenport 
| Centre, Davenport, North Harpersfield, Jefferson, 
West Gilboa, and Gilboa, to Pratisville. 


| From Oneida Depot, by Durhamsville and 


| Oneida Valley, to Oneida Lake. 
| From Oneida Depot, by Oneida Castle, Ben- 
i nett’s Corners, Stockbridge, Munneville, Pratt’s 
Hollow, and Pine Woods, to Hamilton. 

From Otego to Gilbertsville, in the town of 
| Butternuts. 
From Oswego, by North Sterling, Fair Haven, 
| and Red Creek, to Walcott. 
From Oswego, by Strait’s Corners, Halsey 


| Valley, and North Barton, to Shepherd’s Creek. 
From Oswego, by Scriba, New Haven, Mexico, i 


Union Square, Dugway, and South Albion, to 
Kasoag. 

From Owego, by Flemingsville, Newark Val- 
ley, Berkshire, Richford, Hartford, and Virgil, 
to Cortlandt Village. 

From Owego, by West Newark, Speedsville, 
and Caroline Centre, to Mott’s Corners, 
| From Owego, by Catatook, Candor Centre, 
| 


Lavanna, and Union Springs, to Cayuga. 

eon Owego, by Tioga and Barton, to Wa- 
verly. 

Eror Owego, by Tioga Centre, Smithboro’, 
Barton, Factoryville, Chemung, and Baldwin, to 
Elmira. 

From Oxford, by Guilford, Guildford Centre, 
Mount Upton, and Butternuts, to Morris. 

From Oxford, by East McDonough, McDon- 
ough, and German, to Cincinnatus. 

From Oxford, by Coventry and Nineveh, to 
Valonia Springs. 

From Palatine Bridge, by Canajohirie, Buel, 
Cherry Valley, and Middlefield Centre, to Coop- 
erstown. : : 

From Palmyra, by Marion and Williamson, to 
Pultney ville. 

From Panama, by Lottsville, Pennsylvania, 
Laporte, and Pittsfield, to Youngsville. 


Westfield. 

From Peekskill, by Yorktown, West Somers, 
' and Somers Centre, to Somers. 

From Peekskill, by Shrub Oak, Jefferson Val- 
‘ley, and Red Mills, to Carmel. 

From Penn Yan, by Bluff Point, Branchport, 
i Italy Hill, Prattsburg, and Mitchelville, to Bath. 

From Penn Yan, by Yatesville, to Sherman’s 
Hollow. : 

From Penn Yan, by Milo, Milo Centre, and 
North Starkey, to Dundee. 

From Perry, by Perry Centre, Warsaw, East 
| Orangeville, Orangeville, Johnsonburg, Sheldon, 
Strykersville, Wales, and Wales Centre, to East 
| Aurora. 
| From Pike, by Hume, to Fillmore. 
| From Piermont, by Nyack, Nyack Turnpike, 


į Straw. 


| From Plattsburg, by West Plattsburg, Cady- 
ville, and Saranac, to Redford. 


From Poriageville, by Wiscoy, Mill’s Mills, 
!: Hume, Fillmore, and East Caneadea, to Caneadea. 
i From Portageville, by East Roy, Pike, Eagle, 
| Eagle Village, China, Sardinia, West Yorkshire, 


| Yorkshire, Springville, West Concord, and Col- 


| lins Centre, to Gowanda. 
| From Port Byron, by Conquest, Victory, Mart- 
| ville, Sterling, North Sterling, and South west Os- 
| wego, to Oswego. 

From Port Henry, by Chimney Point, (Ver- 
| mont,) to Bridport. 


From North Evans, by Pontiac, Versailles, and j 


From Ogdensburg, by Flackville, Canton, Pots- |; 


ket River, and Hogansburg, to Fort Covington. -|i 


From Oneonta, by West Oneonta, Otsdawa, |i 


Wilseysville, Pugsiey’s Depot, Ithaca, Aurora, || 


From Panama, by Stedman’s and Mayville, to || 


Clarkstown, and Haverstraw, to North Haver- 


| From Pleasantville, by Sing Sing,Cortlandtown, i 


A i| and Croton Landing, to Peekskill. 
sie. | 


From Potsdam, by East Pierpont, Colton, 

Pierpont, and Crary’s Mills, to Canton, 
| From Potsdam Station, by Norfolk and Ray- 
: mondsville, to Massena. 
From Pottersville, by Tannersville, to Minerva, 
From Poughkeepsie, by LaGrangeville,Crouse’s 
| Store, Pleasant Ridge, and Waisttown, to South 
| Dover. 

From Poughkeepsie, by Manchester Bridge, 
Sprout Creek, Arthursburgh, Beekman, and Pou- 
quag, to Pawlings. 

From Poughkeepsie, by New Hackensack, 
| Fishkill! Plain, Adriance, Stormville, and Pecks- 
| ville, to Patterson. 

From Poughkeepsie, by Pleasant Valley, Wash- 
| ington Hollow, Hart’s Village, Matrbetsville, 
Lithgow, Amenia, Leedsville, and Amenia Union, 
to South Amenia. 
From Poughkeepsie, by Freedom Plains, Ver- 
| bank, and Chestnut Ridge, to Clove. 
From Poughkeepsie, by Crum Elbow, Pleasant 


and Milan „to Rock City. 
From Poughkeepsie, by New Paltz Landing, 
i Lloyd, New Paltz, Libertyville, Tuthill, Bruyns- 
wick, Redbridge, Crawford, Ulsterville, and Bur- 
lingham, to Bloomingburg. 
From Poughkeepsie to Albany. 
| From Poughkeepsie, by Salt Point. Hibernia, 
| Stanfordsville, Bangall, Attlebury, Pine Plains, 
and Gallatinville, to Ancram. 

From Prattsville, by West Lexington, to Grif- 
fin’s Corners. 

From Poughkeepsie, by Hyde Park, Strats- 
burg, Rhinebeck, Monterey, Red Hook, Upper 
| Red Hood, Clermont, Livingston, and Millburn, 
i to Hudson 
| ae Poughkeepsie, by Wapping Falls, to Fish- 

I 


From Purdy’s Station, by Salem Centre and 

i North Salem, to Ridgefield, Connecticut. 

| . From Railroad, by Mill Plain, to Danbury. 
From Rathbonville, by East Cameron and South 

Hill, to Jasper. 

From Rhinebeck, by Milan and Pine Plains, to 
the Railroad Depot in the town of North East. 

From Richmondville, by East Worcester, Wor- 
cester, Schenevus, Maryland, and South Milford, 
to Oneonto. 

From Richmondville, by Summit, Charlottes- 
ville, South Worcester, and East Davenport, to 
Davenport. 

From Rochester, by Scottsville, Wheatland, 
Munford, Caledonia, Fowlersville, York, Greigs- 
ville, and Moscow, to Mount Morris. 

From Rochester, by Henrietta, Rush, West 
Rush, Avon, South Avon, Geneseo, Groveland 
Centre, Groveland, North Sparta, and Sparta, to 
Dansville. 

From Rochester, by Greece, West Greece, 
Parma, East Clarkson, Clarkson, Murray, East 
Gaines, Gaines, West Gaines, Oak Orchard, 
| Ridgeway, Jeddo, Johnson’s Creek, Hartland, 
i and Wright’s Corners, to Lockport. 
| From Rochester, by Handford’s Landing, to 
Charlotte, 

From Rochester, by West Webster, Webster,, 


i gow, and Huron, to Wolcott. 

'” From Rochester, by Spencerport, Adam’s Ba- 

; sin, Brockport, Holly, Hulburton, Hindsburgh, 

Albion, Eagle Harbor, Knowlesville, Medina, 

i Shelby Basin, Middleport, Reynold’s Basin, Gas- 

| port, Orangeport, Lockport, Pekin, and Suspen- 

‘sion Bridge, to Niagara Falls. 

' From Rockland, by Callikoon, Jeffersonville, 
and Pike Pond, to Fosterdale. 

From Rockland to Beaverkill. 

| From Rome, by Pine, McConnellsville, Cam- 

‘den, West Camden, Williamstown, Sand Bank, 

: Kasoag, and Salmon River, to Richland. 

, From Rome, by Westernville, North Western, 

-and-Hill Side, to Boonville. 

From Rome, by Lee, to Taberg. 

| From Rome, by Stokes, West Branch, Ava, 

l; West Leyden, Constableville, Turin, Houseville, 

| West Martinsburg, West Lowville, Harrisburg, 

|, Copenhagen, and Rutland, to Watertown. 

From Rome, by Lowell, Vernon, Vernon Cen- 

‘tre, Knox Corners, Augusta, and Bouckville, to 

| Hamilton. : 

: From Rome, by Blossville, McConnellsvilie, 

| Camden, West Camden, Williamstown, Sand 


' Bank, Kasoag, New Centreville, Salmon River, 
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Plains, Clinton Hollow, Schulizville, Bull’s Head, 


Ontario, Williamson, Sodus, Alton, Port Glas- 
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Richland, Mellen’s Depot, Sandy. Creek, Mans- 
field, Pierrepont, Manor, Adams, Adams Centre, 
Appling, Watertown, Brownsville, Dexter, Lim- 
erick, Chaumont, and Three Mile Bay, to Cape 
Vincent. 

: From Rondout, by Kingston, Hurley, Marble- 
town, Stone Ridge, Kysericke, Accord, Kerhonk- 
son, Wawarsing, and Napanock, tò Ellenville. 

. From Rough and Ready, by West Union, Slay- 
ter’s in Troupsburg, and Brookfield, to Westfield, 
Pennsylvania. 

From Rough and Ready, by Head of Bennett’s 
Creek, Slyter’s, and Brookfield, Pennsylvania, to 
Knoxville. 

From Rough and Ready to White’s Corners, 
Pennsylvania. ; 

_ From Roxbury, by Batavia Kill, to Griffin’s 
Corners. 

From Rural Hill, by Belleville, 
Woodville, back to Rural Hill. 

From, Russia, by Postviile, Ohio, and Wilmot, 
to Morehouseville. .. 

From Rural Hill, by Woodville, Ellisburg, 
and Belleville, to Pierrepoint. 

From Sackett’s Harbor, by Smithville, Hen- 
derson, Robert’s Corners, and Belleville, to 
Pierrepont Manor. 

From Sackett’s Harbor, by Pillar Point to 
Point Peninsula. 

From Sageville, by Lake Pleasant, Gilman, 
Wells, Hope Centre, and Hope, to Northville. 

From Salubria, by Hector Landing, North 
Flector, Big Stream, Point, Starkey, Lodi, Ovid, 
and West Dresden, to Geneva. 

From Saratoga Springs, by Wilton, Ganse- 
voort, South Glen Falls, Moreau Station, Fort 
Edward, Smith's Basin, Fort Ann, Comstock’s 
Landing, Whitehall, Low Hampton, Fair Ha- 
ven, Vermont, and Hydeville, to Castleton. 

From Saratoga Springs, by Greenfield Centre, 
North Greenfield, South Corinth, Corinth, and 
Hadley, to Luzerne. 

ee Saugerties, by Woodstock, to Bears- 
ville. 

From Savona, by Pradford, Tyrone, Attay, 
North Reading, and Reading Centre, to Rock 
Stream. 

From Schagticoke, by Easton, North Easton, 
Coila, Greenwich, North Greenwich, South Ar- 
gyle, and Argyle, to Fort Edward. 

From Schenectady, by Hoftman’s Ferry, 
Cranesville, Amsterdam, Tribe’s Hill, Fonda, 
Canajoharie, Palatine Bridge, Fort Plain, Pala- 
tine, St. Johnsville, Manheim, Little Falls, Her- 
kimer, East Schuyler, and West Schuyler, to 
Utica. 

From Schenectady, by Rexford Flats, Burnt 
Hills, and Ballston Centre, to Ballston. 

From Schenectady, by Rotterdam, Princetown, 
Duanesburg, Quaker Street, Schoharie, Middle- 
burg, Franklinton, Livingstonville, Preston Hol- 
low, and Cooksbarg, to Durham. 

From Schenectady, by East Glenville, Charl- 
ton, Glennviile, and West Charlton, to Galway. 

From Schroon Lake, by Schroon River, North 
Hudson, New Russia, Elizabethtown, and Lewis, 
to Keeseville. 

Ë From Schroon River, by Adirondac, to Long 
ake. 

From Scott, by Sempronius, and Dresserville, 
to Moravia. 

From Schuyler’s Lake, by Exeter, to West 
Exeter. 

From Seneca Falls, by Canoga, East Varick, 
and Fayette, to Romulus. 

From Shokan, by Olive Bridge and Sampson- 
ville, to Kerhonke. 

From Silver Creek, by Forrestville and Char- 
lotte Centre, to Gerry. 

From Silver Creek, by Forrestville, Hamlet, 
Villa Nova, Cherry Creek, and Clear Creek, to 
Ellington. 

From Sinclairsvitle to Charlotte Centre. 

From Sing Sing to Pleasantville Depot. 

From Skaneateles Junction, by Mottville, to 
Skaneateles, : 

From Skaneateles, by South Marcellus, Mari- 
etta, Amber, Otisco, Vesper, Tully, and Apulia, 
to Fabius. 

From Smithboro’, by Halsey Valley, Spencer, 
-and West Danby, to Ithaca. 

From South Byron, by Byron, Clarendon, 
-Holly, and Murray, to Hulburton. 

From South Onondaga, by Otisco, to Vesper. 


Ellisburg, and 


ilton, in Franklin county. 

From Stockholm Station, by Stockholm and 
Southville, to Parishville. pit bee Sy Be 

From Stockton, by Gerry, to Charlotte Centre. 

From Suffern’s, by Spring Valley, Monsey, 
Nanuet, Blauvetteville, to Piermont. 

From Suffolk C. H., by Quogue, to Speonk. 

From Suffolk C. H., by Flanders, to Good 
Ground. 

From Suffolk C. H., by Baiting Hollow, to 
Wading River. E 

From Suffolk Station, by Smithtown, Smith- 
town Branch, and Stony Brook, to Setauket. 

From Suspension Bridge to Detroit. 

From Susquehanna Depot, Pennsylvania, by 
Lanesboro’, Windsor, New York, Susquehanna, 
Centre Village, Harpersville, Nineveh, South 
Bainbridge, Bainbridge, Sidney Plains, Unadilla, 
and Otega, to Oneonta. 

From Syracuse, by Onondaga Valley, South 
Onondaga, and Navarino, to Amber. 

From Syracuse, by Onondaga Castle, Cardiff, 
Tully Valley, and Homer, to Cortlandt Village. 

From Syracuse, by Baldwinsville, Lamson’s, 
Fulton, South Granby, and Oswego Falls, to Os- 
wego. 

rom Syracuse, by Messina Springs and Col- 
lamar, to Bridgeport. 

From Syracuse, by Salina, Liverpool, Clay, 
Three-River Points, and Phænix, to Lamson’s. 

From Syracuse, by Jamesville, Pompey, Fabius, 
Keeney ’s Settlement, and Cuyler, to Truxton. 

From Syracuse, by Geddes, Camillus, Marcel- 
las, Marcellus Falls, Auburn, Cayuga, Seneca 
Falls, Waterloo, Geneva, Oaks Corners, Phelps, 
Clifton Springs, Manchester Centre, Chapinville, 
Canandaigua, Victor, Pittsford, and Brighton, to 
Rochester. 

From Syracuse, by Dewitt, Fayetteville, Man- 
lius, Oran, and Delphi, to De Ruyter. 

From Syracuse, by Salina, Plank Road, Cicero, 
Brewerton, Central Square, Hastings Centre, 
Hastings, Collosse, Union Square, South Rich- 
land, and Richland, to Sandy Creek, 

From Syracuse, by Fairmount, Geddis, and 
Belle Isle, to Van Buren. 

From Three Mile Bay to Point Peninsula. 

From Ticonderoga, by Putsville, Schroon 
Lake, and Wood wardsville, to Minerva. 

From Trivoli, by Upper Red Hook and Cler- 
mont, to Livingston. 

From Tompkinsville, by Stapleton, Richmond, 
Marshland, South Side, Rossville, Lemon Creek, 
and Richmond Valley, to Tottenville. 

From Trenton, by Holland Patent, Stillville, 
and Floyd, to Uuca. 

From Troy, by Poestenkill, East Poestenkill, 
West Berlin, Berlin Centre, Berlin, South Berlin, 
North Stephentown, Stephentown, and South 
Stephentown, to New Lebanon, 

From Troy, by Haynesville, Raymertown, 
Pittstown, Potter Hill, and Hoosick, to North 
Hoosick Depot. 

From Troy to East Albany. 

From Troy, by Wynant’s Kill, West Sand 
Lake, Sand Lake, Alps, West Stephentown, 
Stephentown, Hancock, (Massachusetts,) and 
Lanesboro’, to Pittsfield. 

From Troy, by Eagle Milis, Grafton, and East 
Grafton, to Petersburg. 

From Troy, by Niskayuna, Watervliet Centre, 
and Rexford Fiats, to Schenectady. 

From Troy, by Waterford, Mechanicsville, 
Maltaville, Malta, East Line, and Ballston, to 
Saratoga Springs. 

From Trumansburg, by Searsburg and Steam- 
burg, to North Hector. 

From Unadillo, by Sidney, Franklin, Croton, 
and West Meredith, to Delhi. 

From Union Society, by Bagley’s Four Cor- 
ners, Big Hollow, and East Kill, to East Jewett. 

From Unipn to Friendsville, Pennsylvania. 

From Union, by Union Centre and Maine, to 
Nanticoke Springs. 

From Unionville, by Clove, New Jersey, to 
Deckertown. 

From Upper Red Hook, by Elizaville, Jack- 
son’s Corners, Pine Plains, and Pulver’s Corners, 
to North East. : 

From Urbana, by North Urbana, Keuka, 
‘Wayne, and Dundee, to North Starkey. 

From Urbana, by South Pulmey and Pultney, 
to Branchport. 7 


_ From St. Armand, by Franklin Falls, to Ham- 


Groversville, to Russia, oe 
From Utica, by Frankfort Hill 
North Winfield; West Winfield, E: 
West Exeter, Burlington Flats, West B 
Garrottsville, and New Lisbon, to Mor 
From Utica, by Frankfort Hill, Litchfield, 
darville, Columbia, South Columbia; and 
field, to Richfield S rings. | see gk Syl 
„From Utica, by Clinton, Oriskany. Falls, Salla: 
ville, Bouckville,Eaton, West Eaton, Georgetown, - 
Otselic, South “Otselic, and North Pitcher, t 
Pitcher. f a 

From Utica, by New York Mills, W aleei 

and Manchester, to Westmoreland. vy dake sd 

From Utica, by New Hartford, Clinton, Déans- 
ville, Oriskany Falis, Madison, Sollaville, Bouck- 
ville, Hamilton, Earlville, Sherburne, and North 
Norwich, to Norwich. ` Nee ee 

From Utica, by Washington Mills, Sauquoit, 
Clayville, Cassville, North Bridgewater, Bridge- 
water, Leonardsville, West Edmeston, South Ed- 
meston, New Berlin, Morris, West Laurens, and. 
West Oneonta, to Oneonta. ` : Bead 

From Utica, by South Trenton, Trenton, 
Remsen, Elder Creek, Boonville, Leyden, Tu- 
rin, Houseville, Martinsburg, Lowville, Stowe’'s 
Square, Denmark, and Rutland, to Watertown. 

From Utica, by Kirkland, Lairdsville, Vernon, 
and Oneida Castle, to Oneida Depot. $ 

From Utica, by New Hartford, Paris, Water- 
ville, Sangersville, North Brookfield, East Hamil- 
ton, Poolville, and Earlville, to Smyrna. Og 

From Waddington to Madrid Depot.” ` “ 

From Walden, by Shawagunk, Galeville Mills, 
and New Hurley, to Modena. . tts BOS 

From Walton, by Northampton, to Croton. . 

From Walton, by Franklin and North Frank- 
lin, to Oneonta. i 

From Walton by New Road, Sidney Centre, 
Unadilla, Unadilla Centre, and Butternuts to 
Morris. : : iver 

From Warrensburgto Athol, © poo ooy 

From Waterville, by Sangerville, Madison, 
Bouckville, Pine Woods, Morrisville, Nelson, . 
Cazenovia, Oran, Manlius, Fayetteville, and De- 
witt, to Syracuse. : : p 

From Waterloo, by Rose Hill, West Fayette, 
Varick, Romulus, Romulus Centre, Ovid; Lodi, 
Farmer, Covert, Trumansburg, and Jacksonville, 
to Ithaca. «seine 

From Waterford, by Half-M oon, Crescent, and 
Clifion, to Jonesville. j 

From Watertown, by Brownsville, Perch River, 
Stone Mills, and Lafargeville, to Clayton. 

From Watertown, by Black River, Felt’s Mills, 
Great Bend, Sterlingville, Pogland, Antwerp, 
Somerville, Gouveneur, Richville, De Kalb, Blink 
Bonny, and Hauvelton, to Ogdensburg: >|.: 

From Watertown, by East Hounsfield, to Sack- 
ett’s Harbor. : 

From Watertown,. by Sanford’s . Corners, 
Evan’s Mills, Whitney’s Corners, Bentley ’s Cor- 
ners, Oxbow, Rossie, Hammond, Brier Hill,-and 
Morristown, to Ogdensburg. ; 

From Watertown, by Stowell’s Corners and 
North Adams, to Smithville. , 

From Warsaw, by W eathersfield Springs, Her- 
mitage, Weathersfield, East Java, Java, Java 
Village, and Strykersville, to Wales. 

From Wawarsing, by Lackawack, toGrahams- 
ville. 

From Wayland Depot, by Dansville, Ossian, 
and East Hill, to Nunda. : 

From Waverly Station, by Selden and Mount 
Sinai, to Miller’s Place. : : 

From Weedsport, by Seneca River, Cato, Meri- 

| dian, Ira, Hannibal Centre, Hannibal, and Kine 
ney’s Four Corners, to Oswego. > 
rom Welisburg to Orcutt Creek, Pennsylvania, 
From Wellsville, by Hallsport, Whitesville, 
Spring Mills, Bingham, Pennsylvania, Whiie’s 
Corners, Harrison Valley, Westfield, Knoxville, 
Elkland, and Nelson, to Lawrenceville, ` 
From West Addison, by Rising’sand Depew’s, 
to Bath. athe 
From West Batavia, by East Pembroke, Pem- 
broke, Newstead, Clarence, Ham’s Hill, , Wil- 
liamsville, and Buffalo Plains, to Buffalo...” 
From West Chazy, by Chazy, to Champlain... 
From West Chazy, by Sciota, to Moore's. 
From Westfield, by Volusia, Sherman, Centre 
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Sherman, and Clymer, to Columbus,.Pennsyl 
vania. 
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: Brom West Falls, by Colden, Glenwood, and 
East Concord, to Springfield. 

From Westpoint to Cold Spring. 

From Westport to Elizabethtown. | 
_ From West Fort Ann, by Griswold’s Mills, | 
Potter’s Mills, and Queensbury, to Glenn’s Falls. 

From White’s Corners, by East Eden, Clarks- 
burg, and Marshfield, to Collin’s Centre. 

From White Hall, by Benson’s Landing, Ver- 
mont, Putnam, New York, Ticonderoga, Crown 
Point, Moriah, Port Henry, Westport, Wad- | 
ham Mills, Whalonsburg, Essex, and Willsboro’, 
to Keeseville. 

From White Hall, by Hampton and West | 
Poultney, to East Poultney. | 

From White Hall, by Orwell, Vermont, Ticon- | 
deroga, New York, Larabee’s Point, Vermont, | 
Crown Point, New York, Bridgeport, Vermont, 
Fort Henry, New York, Westport, Essex, Bur- 
lington, Vermont, Port Kent, New York, Platts- 
burg, and Chazy, to Rouse’s Point. 

From Whitney’s Corners, by Theresa, Red- 


wood, Plesis, and Alexandria Centre, to Alexan- |} 


dria. 


From Wolcott, by Butler, South Butler, Savan- || 


nah, Cruso, Montezuma, and Fosterville, to Au- 
burn. 

From Wurtzboro’, by Mamakating, Phillips- 
port, and Homawack, to Ellenville. 

From Wyoming, by Middleburg, and Bethany, 
to Batavia, 


New Jersey.—From Ashbury to Bethlehem, 


From Barnsboro’, by Hardingville, Elmer, ji 


Centreton, to Bridgeton. 
From Belvidere, by Ramsaysburg, Polkville, | 
Blairetown, and Stillwater, to Middleville. 

From Berkshire Valley to Milton. 

From Boonton to Montville. 

From Bordentown to Trenton. i 

From Bordentown, by Shelltown, Wailford, and | 
Fillmore, to Inlaystown. 

From Bordentown, by Crosswicks, to Allen- 
town, 

From Bordentown, by Recklesstown, Jacobs- 
town, New Egypt, and Manchester, to T'om’s 
River. 

From Branchville, by Coursenville, Decker- 
town, and Beemersville, to Branchville. 

From Bridgetown, by Fairton, Cedarville, and 
Newport, to Dividing Creek. 

From Bridgeton, by Millville, Leesbarg, Ew- 
ings Neck, East Creek, Dennisville, Goshen, Cape 
May, Fishing Creek, and Cold Spring, to Cape 
Island. 

From Burlington, by Columbus, to Georgetown. 

From Burlington, by Jacksonville, and Jobs- 
town, Julinstown, to Wiightstown. 

From Burlington to Mount Holly. 

From Camden, by Absecom, to Atlantic City. 

From Canton to Hancock’s Bridge. 

From Clinton to Frenchtown. 

From Columbia, by Brotzmanville, Calno, Mill 
Brook, to Flat Brookville. 

From Cranberry, by South Brunswick, to New 
Brunswick. 

From Deckerton, by Mount Salem, to Minisink, | 
New York. 

From Denville to Boonton. 

From Dover, by Suckasunny, Drakesville, 
Stanhope, Lockwood, Andover, Newton, Lafay- 
ette, Augusta, Branchville, Tuttle’s Corner, 
Hainesville, and Montague, to Milford, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

From Dover, by Stanhope, Waterloo, Alla- 
muchy, Johnsonburg, Marksboro’, Paulina, 
Blairstown, Walnut Valley, Hainesburg, Colum- 
bia, Slateford, Pennsylvania, and Dutotsburg, to 
Stroudsburg. 

From Dover, by Berkshire Valley, Hurdtown, 
and Sparta, to Newton, 


Stanhope. 


'! Clarksville, to New Hampton. 


ley. 
From Flemington, by Croton, to Baptistown. 
From Freehold, by Turkey, Farmingdale, 


| Works, to Tom’s River, 


| 
| 


t 
i 


| 


i 
i 


i 


From Eatontown, by Shark River and New h 


Bedford, to Squam Village. 
From Elizabethtown, by Union, Springfield, 
New Providence, Passaic Valley, and Long Hill, 


FromElizabethtown, by Cranesville, Westfield, 
Scotch Plains, Plainfield, New Market, Bound | 
Brook, Somerville, and North Branch, to White | 
House. i 

From Englishtown to Freehold. i 


From Flemington, by Stanton, Lebanon, | 


l; vania) Tullytown, Bristol, Bridgewater, An- 
| da 
to Baskenridge. H 
| German Valley. 
From New Hampton, by Washington, Oxford || 


i 
j 
i 
{ 
| 


| Village, and Stewartsville, to Easton, Pennsylva- 


» and Woodsville, to Lambertsville. 
From Dover, by Suckasunny, Drakesville, to |! 


Lower Squankum, Howell 4s Works, Point Pleas- 
ant, Metedeconk, Tom’s River, Potter’s Creek, 
Cedar Creek, Forked River, Wiretown, Barngat, 
Manahawkin, and West Creek, to Tuckerton. 
From Freehold, by Perrineville, Clarksburg, 
and Imlaystown, to Allentown. 
From Freehold, by Turkey and Bergen Iron 


From Hackensack to New Prospect. 

From Hackensack, by Spring Valley, to Pas- 
kack. 

From Hackettstown, by Drakestown, Flan- | 
ders, and Suckasunny, to Dover. 

From Hackettstown, by Vienna, Danville, 
Townsbury, and Bridgeville, to Belvidere. 

From Hackettstown to Hope. 

From Hackettstown to Beatyestown. 

From Hamburg, by Harmony Vale, to Monroe. 

From Hamburg to Franklin Furnace. 

From Hope to Columbia. 

From Key Port, by Holmdel, Colt’s Neck, and 
Farmingdale, to Lower Squankum. 

From Key Port, by Middletown, Red Bank, | 
Shrewsbury, Eatontown, and Ocean Port, to 
Long Branch. 

From Lafayette, by Sparta, Franklin Fur- 
nace, Hamburg, and Monroe, to Lafayette. 

From Lafayette, by Pepokating, to Decker- 
town. 

From Lafayette, by Monroe, Hamburg, Ver- 
non, and New Milford, New York, to Warwick. 

From Lambertsville, by Ringoes, Flemington, 
Weartsville, Copper Hill, Clinesville, Cherry- | 
ville, Quakertown, Pittstown, Sidney, Clinton, | 


From Lambertsville, by Prallsville, Sergeants- į 
ville, Kingwood, Baptisttown, to Frenchtown. 

From Lawrenceville to Dutch Neck. 

From Lawrenceville to Princeton. 

From Longacoming, by Waterford Works, | 
Batsto, Gloucester Furnace, and Port Republic, 
to Leed’s Point. 

From Milford to Little York. 

From Morristown, by Hanover and Hanover 
Neck, to Livingston. 

Py Morristown, by Denville, Rockaway, to 
over. 

From Mannahawken, by Barnegat, Cedar 
Bridge, Red Oak Grove, Brown’s Milis, New 
Lisbon, and Pemberton, to Mount Holly. 

From Morristown, by Mendham, Chester, 
German Valley, Schooley’s Mountain, Pleasant | 
Grove, Anderson, Washington, Broadway, New | 


nia. 

From Morristown, by New Vernon, Basken- ! 
ridge, Millington, Liberty Corner, Martinsville, | 
Somerville, and Weston, to Millstone. 

From Morristown to Walnut Grove. 

From Millstone, by Flaggtown, Beekman’s 
Reaville, to Flemington. 
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field, Caldwell, and Pine Brook, to Parsippany. 

From New Egypt to Arneytown. 

From New Egypt, by Horner’s Town, Pine | 
Plains, Downsville, Francis’s Mills, Jackson’s | 
Mills, to Freehold. 

From New Brunswick to Somerville. 

From New Brunswick, by South River, Spotts- 
wood, and Old Bridge, Cheesequakes, to Middle- 
town Point. 

From New Brunswick, by Six Mile Run, | 
Griggstown, Rocky Hill, Blawenburg, Hopewell, | 


From New Brunswick, by Nuddlebush, to Mill- 
è 


stone. 
From New Brunswick, by Kingston, Prince- 
ton, Port Mercer, Trenton, Morrisville, (Penn- | 


lusia, and Holmesburg, to Philadelphia. 
From New Germantown, by Pottersville, to 


Furnace, and Bridgeville, to Belvidere. 
From New York, (New York,) by Jersey | 
City, (New Jersey,) Newark, Elizabethtown, 


Rahway, Meatuchen, and New Brunswick Post 


'| Sharpstown, an 


i Hightstown, and Man 


Philadelphia railroad. : 

From New York, by Hoboken, (New Jersey,) 
New Durham, and English Neighborhood, to 
Hackensack. 

From New York, (New York,) by Newark, 
(New Jersey,) Orange, South Orange, Milbourn, 
Springfield, Summit, Chatham, Madison, Mor- 
ristown, Denville, Rockaway, and Dover, to 


| Hackettstown. ~ 


From New York, by Elizabethport, Elizabeth- 
town, Craneville, Westfield, Scotch Plains, Plain- 
field, New Market, Bound Brook, Somerville, 
Raritan, North Branch, White House, Lebanon, 


'| Clinton, Perryville, Clarksville, New Hampton, 


Asbury, Bethlehem, Bloomsbury, Sill Valley, 
and Phillipsburg, to Easton, Pennsylvania. 

From New York, New York, by Key Port, 
New Jersey, Middletown Point, and Marlbo- 
rough, to Freehold. 

From New York, New York, by Aquackanock, 
New Jersey, to Paterson. 

From Newton, by Freedom, Gratitude, Jobn- 
sonburg, Hope, Serepta, Belvidere, Rocksburg, 
Harmony, and Phillipsburg, to Easton, Pennsyl- 
vania. 4 

From Paterson, by Pomptown, Bloomingdale, 
Newfoundland, Stockholm, Hamburg, Decker- 
town, and Libertyville, to Port Jervis, New York, 

From Paterson, by Pomptown, Newfoundland, 
Stockholm, Hamburg, Deckertown, Libertyville, 
and Montague, to Milford, Pennsylvania. 

From Pemberton, by Mount Holly and Bur- 
lington, to Philadelphia. 

From Pemberton, by Juliustown, to Johns- 
town. 

From Perth Amboy to New York. 

From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 


| New Jersey, Woodbury, Carpenter’s Landing, 


Barnsboro’, Mullico Hill, Pineville, Pitt’s Grove, 
and Deerfield Street, to Bridgeton. 
From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 


|| New Jersey, and Marlton, to Medford. 


From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 


i| New Jersey, Gloucester City, Westville, Wood- 


bury, Clarksboro’, Sweedsboro’, Sculltown, 
d Woodstown, to Salem. 
From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 


New Jersey, Woodbury, Carpenter’s Landing, 


| Glassboro’, Sistersville, Franklinville, Malaga, 


Millville, Port Elizabeth, Leesburg, Ewing’s 
Neck, East Creek, and Dennisville, to Maurice- 


town. 

From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 
New Jersey, Chew’s Landing, Blackwoodtown, 
Cross Keys, Tuckahoe, Dennisville, Goshen, Dias 
Creek, Green Creek, Fishing Greek, aud Cold 
Spring, to Cape Island. 

From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 
New Jersey, Haddonfield, Glen Dale, Long- 
acoming, Winslow, Weymouth, May’s Landing, 
Bargaintown, Somer’s Point, and Smith’s Land- 
ing, to Absecom. 

From Philadelphia, by Camden, Ellisburg, and 
Fellowship, to Mount Laurel. 

From Philadelphia, by Camden, Palmyra, Bur- 


lington, and Bordentown to Trenton. 


From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 


‘| New Jersey, Woodbury, Carpenter’s Landing, 


Mullico Hill, Harrisonville, Woodstown, Allo- 
waystown, Roadstown,and Shiloh, to Greenwich. 

From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 
New Jersey, Marlton, Medford, Sooy’s Inn, and 
Bass River Hotel, to Tuckerton. 

From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 
Moorestown, New Jersey, and Rancocas, to 
Mount Holly. 

From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by Camden, 
New Jersey, Marlton, Medford, and Vincentown, 
to Pemberton. 

From Philadelphia, by Camden, Palmyra, Bev- 
erly, Burlington, Bordentown, Yardville, Wind- 
sor, Hightstown, Spottswood, Old Bridge, South 
Amboy, and Perth Amboy, to New York. 

From Plainfield, by Warrenville and Milling- 
ton, to Baskenridge. 

From Princeton, by Plainsborough, Cranbury, 
alapan, to Freehold. 

From Princeton, by Vanhiserville, Dutch Neck, 
and Windsor, to Hightstown. 

From Princeton, by Blanenburg an 
to Griggstown.: 

From Rahway, by Woodbridge. 
boy. 


d Harligen, 


to Perth Am- 
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From Salem, by Roadstown;- to Bridgeton. 

From Schooley’s Mountain, by Beatyestown, 
Hackettstown, Drakestown, Flanders, and Suck- 
asunvy, to Dover. a 

From Somerville, by Weston, Millstone, Griggs- 
town, Rocky Hill, and Kingston, to Princeton. 

From Somerville, by Pluckemin, to New. Ger- 
mantown. . 

From Somerville, by Pluckemin, Lesser Cross 
Roads, to Peapack. 

From Somerville, by North Branch, White 
House, Lebanon, Clinton, Perryville, Bethlehem, 
Bloomsburgh, and Still Valley, to Easton, Penn 

From Trenton, to Princetown, by Laurenceville. 


From Trenton, by Allentown, Imlaystown, || 


Downsville, to Manchester. 


From Trenton, by Lawrenceville, to Penning- 
ton. 


From Trenton, by Yardville, Crosswicks, Al- | 


lentown, Hightstown, Cranberry, and English- 
town, to Freehold. 

From Trenton, by Yardleyville, Greensburg, 
Taylorsville, Titusville, Brownsburg, Lamberts- 
ville, New. Hope, Stockton, Centre Bridge, Lum- 
berville, Raven Rock, Point Pleasant, Pennsy!- 
vania, French Town, Erwinna, Upper Black- 
Eddy, Milford, Holland, Carpentersville, Rei- 
glesville, Uhlersville, Phillipsburg, to Easton. 

From Trenton, by Titusville, Lambertsville, 
Prallsville, Sergeantsville, Kingwood, Baptist 
Town, Frenchtown, Mount Pleasant, and Little 
York, to Bloomsbury. 

From Trenton, by Pennington, Woodsville, 
Bingoes, Weartsville, Rearville, Flemington, 
Klinesville, Quakertown, Pittstown, Sidney, Clin- 
ton; Clarksville, and New Hampton, to Mans- 

ein. 

From Trenton, Greensburgh, Yardleyville, 
Taylorsville, Titusville, Brownsburg, Lamberts- 
vile, Raven Rock, to Milford. 

From Tuckahoe, by Petersburg, Seaville, and 
Townsend Inlet, to Cape May. 

From Turkey, by Bergen Iron Works, to 
Tom’s River. 

From Tuttle’s Corner, by Bevan’s, Wallpack 
Centre, to Flatbrookville. 

From Upper Black’s Eddy, Pennsylvania, by 
Milford, New Jersey, Mount Pleasant, Everitts- 
town, Pittstown, and Sidney, to Clinton. 

From Washington, by Taylor’s Mill, Karrs- 
ville, Fuming, and Beaty’s Mills, to Vienna. 

From West Bloomfield, by Meade’s Basin and 
Pompton Plains, to Pompton. 

From White House to New Germantown. 

From White House to Flemington. 

From Winslow, by Balsto, Green Bank, and 
New Gretna, to Tuckerton. i 


Pennsylvania.—From Aaronsburg, by Rebers- 
burg, Logan Mills, and Sugar Valley, to Salona. 

From Agnew’s Mills, by Emlenton, Big Bend, 
Clintonville, Centretown, Irishtown; to Mercer. 

From Agnew’s Mills, by Porterfield and Rock- 
land, to Cranberry. 

From Agnew’s Mills, by Lamartine and Five 
Points, to Cass, 

From Allen to Boiling Spring. 

From Allentown, by Centre Valley, Friedens- 
ville; Bethlehem, and Hecktown, to Nazareth. 

From Allentown, by Catasauqua and Laubach, 
to Cherryville. 

From Allentown, by South Whitehall, Fogles- 
ville, Grimville, Klinesville, Hamburg, and Shart- 
leyville, to Rehrersburg. 

From Allentown, by Orefield, to Schnecksville. 

From Allentown, by Bucksville, North White- 
hall, Triecklersville, Statington, Lehigh Gap, Par- 
rysville, Lehighton, Mauch Chunk, Lausanne, 
Beaver Meadows, Hazleton, Syburtsville, Co- 


nyngham, Sloyersville, and Neseopeck, to Ber- | 


wick. 

From Allentown, by Millerstown, Schimers- 
ville, Upper Milford, Claytonville, Schultzville, 
Buckset’s Store, New Berlin, and Oystertown, to 
Pottstown. 

From Albert’s, by Dorrance and Hobbie, to 
Wapwallopen, in the county of Luzerne. 

From Andesville, by Centre, Andersonburg, and 
Blain, to New Germantown. 

From Athens, by Litchfield, to Windham. 

From Athens, by East Smithfield, North Spring- 
field, and Springfield, to Troy. 

From Attleboro,’ by Oxford Valley and Falls- 
ington, to Morrisville. 


From Avondale,.by Chesterville, Chandlersville, 
and Mermaid, (Delaware,) to Staunton, ~~. 

From Bear Gap, by Elysburg, to Danville. 

From Beaver, by Unionville, to Zelienople. _ 

From Bedford, by Shellsburg, Mount Worth, 
Stoyestown, Jenner’s Cross Roads, Laughlin- 
town, Ligonier, and Youngstown, to Latrobe. 

From Bedford, by Pattonsville, Woodbury, 
Martinsburg, and Springfield Furnace, to Wil- 
liamsburg. 

From Bedford, by St: Clair, Sarah, East Free- 
dom, and Newry, to Hollidaysburg. i 

From Bedford, by Cumberland Valley, to Cum- 
berland, (Maryland.) 7 

From Berlin, by Myer’s Mills, Summit Mills, 
and Elk Lick, to Grantsville, (Maryland.) 

From Berlin, by Shanksville, Buckstown, Shade 
Furnace, and Scalp. Level, to Johnston, 

From Berrysburg, by Pillow, to Dalmatia. 

From Bethlehem, by Shoenersville, Weaver- 
ville, and Kreidersville, to Cherryville. 

From Bellefonte, to Clearfield, by Snow-Shoe, 
Kylertown, and Grahamton, 

From Bellefonte, by Walker, Howard, and 
Beech Creek, to Mill Hall. $ 

From Bellefonte, by Fillmore, Buffalo Run, 
Half Moon, and Centre Line, to Warrior’s Mark. 

From Bellefonte, by Milesburg, Fleming, Mor- 
risville, Woodland, and Clearfield, to Curwins- 
ville. 

From Bellefonte, by Milesburg, Snow-Shoe, 
Karthaus, Caledonia, Kersey’s, Ridgeway, Wil- 
liamsville, and Clermontville, to Smithport. 

From Berrysburg to Pillow. 

From Berwick, by Nescopeck, to Mifflinville. 

From Berwick, by Towlersville, Orangeville, 
Rohrsburg, Greenwood, and Millville, to Jersey- 
town. 

From Berwick, by Founderville, Fishing Creek, 
New Columbus, and Cambria, to Fairmount 
Springs. 


From Birmingham, by Tyrone, Smith’s Mills, 


| Glen Hope, and Fruit Hill, to Curwinsville. 


From Bloomsburg, by Light Street, Orange- 
ville, and Pealer’s, to Cambria. 

From Bloomsburg, by Buckhorn and Jersey- 
town, to White Hall. 

From Bloomsburg, by Mordansville, Millville, 
Chesnut Grove, and Moreland, to Muncy. 

From Boston to Stroudsburg. 

From Bloody Run, by Clearville, Robinson- 
ville, and Warfordsburg, to Hancock, (Mary- 
land. 

Prom Bloody Run, by Hopewell, Six Mile 
Run, Broadtop, Eagle Foundry, Todd, Cassville, 
and Calvin, to Mill Creek. 

From Blossburg, by Covington, Mansfield, 
Tioga, Lawrenceville, Lindleytown, and Erwin 
Centre, to Corning. = 

From Blue.Bell- to White Marsh. 

From Brady’s Bend, by Baldwin and North 
Hope, to Anandale. 

From Brighton, by Irish Ripple and Marvin, 
to Mount Jackson. 


From Bristol, by Falsington and Centreville, to | 


Yardleyville. 

From Brookville, by Dalmatia, Worthville, 
and Ringold, to Smicksburg. 

From Brookville, by Warsaw, Alvan, Brock- 
wayville, and Hellen, to Ridgeway. 

From Brooksville, by Clarington, to Maron- 
ville. 


From Brownington, by Harrisville and West- | 
! ley, to Franklin. 
From Burnt Cabin, by Fort Littleton, Mad- | 


dersville, Three Springs, Cassville, Paradise, 
Furnace, Coffee Run, James’s Creek, and Con- 


| nelistown, to Huntington. 


From Buartville, by Williston, Annin Creek, 
and Glen, to Ceres. ` 

From Butler, by Evansburg, Zelienople, and 
Buhl’s Store, to New Brighton. 

From Butler, by Mount Chesnut, Prospect, 
W hitestown, Breakneck, Zelienople, Middle Lan- 


caster, Portersville, and Princeton, to Newcastle. | 


From Butler, by Coultersville, Anandale, Mur- 


: rinsville, Clintonville, and East Sandy, to Frank- 


l 


in. 
i From Butler, by Barnhart’s Mills, Baldwin, 


and Bruin, to Lawrenceburg. 

From Butler, by Whitestown, Prospect, Por- 
tersville, and Princeton, to Newcastle. 

From Butler, by Petersburg, Evansburg, Break- 


"H neck, and Zelienople, to New Brighton. 


H 


From Campton, by Herrick, Her Ali 

Hill, Orwell, North Orwell, “West: 
Nicholas, New York, and Canfield: 
Smithboro’, New York. 80°20: i 

From Canton, by Le Roy, West Eran 
Franklin Dale, and Monroeton, tò Towanda 

From. Canton; by Union, to Liberty 

From Carbondale, by Archibald, E fakely, 
more, and Scranton, to. Hyde Park, coo SE 0": 

From Carbondale, by Green Grove, Waverly, 
Wallsville, Fleetsville; and Greenville, to Carbon- 

ale. B Loe 

From Carlisle, by Oak Grove Furnace, Lans 
disburg, Elliottsburg, New Bloomfield, New Port, 
and. Petersburg, to Benvenue. : OLANE 

From Carlisle, by ‘White. House, Dickingon, 
Walnut Bottom, and Lee’s Cross Roads, to Ship- 
pensburg. : ae f 

From Carlisle, by. Mount Rock; to Stoughs- 
town. eee : 

From Catawissa, by Maineville and 
Valley, to Catawissa Valley. a ae oe 

From Catfish, by Furnace, Stant’s Store, to 
Callensburg. : A EEE TE 

From Centre Valley, by Friendville, Seidera- 
ville, Bethlehem, and Hocktown, to. Nazareth: 

From Chambersburg, by Saint Thomas, Lou- 
don, McConnellsburg, Harrisonville, Rag’s Hill, 
Juniata Crossings, and Bloody. Run, to. Bedford. 

From Chambersburg, by Marion and Green 
Castle, to Hagerstown, Maryland. . . : 

From Chambersburg, by Jackson Hall and 
Quincy, to Waynesboro’. 

From Chambersburg, by Keefer’s. Store, Upper 
Strasburg, Fannettsburg, Burnt Cabins, Shade 
Gap, Orbisonia, Shirleysburg, and Vineyard 
Mills, to Mount Union. ` 

From Christiana, by Smyrna, May, Quarry- 
ville, and Mechanics’ Grove, to Chesnut: Level... 

From Christiana, by Smyrna, Bart May, and 
Quarry ville, to Buck, t P iia o 

From Christiana to Ch&nut Level. 

From Clara, by Oswego, to Ellisburg. ©- | 

From Clarion, by Limestone, Phenix, Olney 
Furnace, Smicksburg, Plumville, Chambersville, 
and Plainville, to Indiana. = 2 

From Clarion, by Lucinda Furnace and Tylers- 
burg, to Tionesta. : : 

From Clearfield, by Pennfield, to Caledonia.. 

From Clearfield to Grahamton. ` 

From Clearfield, by Frenchville, to Karthaus. 

From Clifford to Lenox. 

i- -From Cochranville to Parkesburgh. : 
From Columbia, by Washington and Highville, 
to Safe Harbor. Dia faa wae 

From Columbia, by Marietta, Maytown,-Bain- 
ij bridge, Falmouth, and Portsmouth, to Middle- 
town, à 

From Columbia Cross Roads, by Havensville, - 
Edsaville, and Old Hickory, to French Mills. 

From Columbus, by Stewart, Cook, to Spar- 
tansburg. « 

From Columbus, by Carter Hill, to Wattsburg, 

From Connellsville, by Elin, New Lexington, 
and Gebharts, to Berlin. Á 
| From Conneautville, by Penn Line, to Steam- 
burg. . : : 

From Corbettsville, by Conklin Centre and 
Shawsville, New York, to Binghampton. 

From Covington, by Cherry Flats, to Wells- 
boro’. 

From Cowdersport, by Hebron, Clara, Mill- 
port, and Sharon Centre, to Ceres. i 

From Cowdersport, by-Colesburg, Ellisburg, 
and Genesee Fork, to. Wellsville; New York. ~> 

From Cowdersport, by Nelsonport, Carter 
Camp, Kettle Creek, and Haneyville, to Jersey 
Shore. 

From Cowdersport, by Colesburg, to Ulysses. 

From Cowdersport, by Homer, North Whar 
ton, Wharton, and First Fork, to Sinnamahoning. 

From Cross Roads, by Union, Chanceford, 
Lower Chanceford, and Castle Fin, to Peach Bot- 
tom. 

From Cumberland, Maryland, by: Barrcellville, 
Wellersville, Wittenburg, Berlin, Somerset, La- 
vansvilie, Bakersville, Jones’s Mills, Donnegal, 
i| Laurelville, Mount Pleasant, McKean’s, Old 
ii Stand, Mendon, West Newton, Gambles, Mo- 


‘Bedver 
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wnongahela City, Ginger Hill, Dunningsville, 

Clokey, Washington, Clayaville, Coon Island, 
West Alexander, and Triadelphia, Virginia, to 
Wheeling. 

From Curlsville, by Limestone and Kingsville, 
to Corsica. 

‘From Cushingville, by Ulysses and Turner 
Creek, to Spring Mills, New York. 

From Curwinsville, by Luthersburg, Reynolds- 
ville, Brookville, Corsica, Strattonsville, Clarion, 
Shippenville, Kossuth, Cass, Cranberry, Frank- 
lin, Canal, and Cochranville, to Meadville. 

From Danville, by Washingtonville, Turble- 
ville, Muncy, and Monturesville, to Williamsport. 

From Danville, by Moorsburg and Potts Grove, 
to Milton. 

From Deposit, New York, by Hales Eddy, 
Scott, Pennsylvania, and Straucca, to Thompson. 

From Donaldson, by Lower Mahantango, Sac- | 
ramento, Gratz, and Berrysburg, to Millersburg. 

From Doylestown, by Buckingham, Pineville, 
Wrightstown, Newton, Attleboro’, Hulmesville, || 
and Newportsville, to Bristol. i 

From Doylestown, by Line Lexington, Fran- |; 
conin, Kulpsville, Union Square, and Skippack, |} 
to Trappe. | 

From Doylestown, by Mechanicsville and Car- 
versville, to Centre Bridge. 

From Doylestown, by Dublin, Strawntown, 
Quakertown, Richlandtown, and Pleasant Valley, 
to Springtown. 

From Dover, by Rosaville, Lewisberry, Lis- 
burn, and Sidonsburg, to Mechanicsburg. 

From Duncannon, by Benvenue, New Buffalo, | 
Montgomery’s Ferry, Liverpool, MeKees Half | 
Falls, Chapman, Selin’s Grove, Keensville, and | 
Sunbury, to Northumberland. 


From Enterprise, by Gruffs Store, Bareville, 
and Vogansville, to Hinkleton. 


Cut, Newcastle, Neshonack, and New Wilming- 
ton, to Mercer. 

From Equinunk to Preston. i 

From Erie, by McKean, Well’s Corners, Edin- 
boro’, Venango, and Selgarstown, to Meadville. 

From Etters, by Yocumtown, to Newberry- 
town. 

From Fairmount Springs to Dushore. 

From Fairview to Edinboro’. 


Barren Hills. 

From Fannettsburg, by Dry Run, Spring Run, 
Doylesburgh, Concord, Waterloo, Peru Mills, 
East Waterford, Beale’s Mills, McCulloch’s Mills, 
McCoysville, Pleasant View, Spruce Hill, Acade- 
mia, Walnut, and Patterson, to Mifflintown, 

From Fannettsburg, by Dry Run, Concord, 
Waterloo, East Waterford, MeCuiloch’s Mills, 
Tuscarora Valley, Academia, Walnut, Mifin- 


From Enon Valley, by Mount Jackson, Cross | 


From Falls of Schuylkill, by Leverington, to ; 


town, Oakland Mills, McAlisterville, Richfield, | 


|! Mount Pleasant Mills, and Freeburg, to Selin’s 


Grove, 

From Fleming, by Julianr Furnaceand Martha 
Furnace, to Half Moon. 

From Foglesville, by Weisenburg, Seiberling- 
ville, Lynnville, New Tripoli, Jacksonville, West 
Penn, Kepners, and McKeansburg, to Orwigs- 
burg. 

From Foglesville, by Clausville, Lowhill, Sae- 
gersville, and East Penn, to Lehightown. 


Zionsville, Hereford, Pennsbury, Sch wenck’s 
Store, Perkiomen Bridge, Fairview Village, and 
Jeffersonville, to Morristown. 


From Dundaff, through the townships of Her- |} 


rick and Thompson, to Lanesboro’. 

From Dunningsville, by Muntown, Bower Hills, 
Fhompednyile; and Upper St. Clair, to Herriotis- 
Vilie. 

From East Berlin, by Hall, Bermudian, Frank- 
lintown, to Dillsburg. 

From East Berlin, by Bermudian and Frank- 
lintown, to Dillsburg. ; 

From East Berlin to Abbotstown. 


Jersey, State Ford, Pennsylvania, Dutotsburg, |! 
Experiment Mills, Stroudsburg, Marshall Creek, || 
Coolbaughs, Bushkill, Delaware, and Dingman’s 
Ferry, to Milford. |; 

From Easton, by Stockerton, Belfast, Wind `! 
Gap, Sluttersville, Kellersville, Soydersville, Bar- | 
tonaville, Tannersville, Stanhope, Spruce Grove, |; 
Sterling, Hamilton, Ariel, and Cherry Ridge, to | 
Honesdale. i 

From Easton, by Nazareth, Jacobsburg, Wind |: 
Gap, Sluttersville, Brodheadville, Elfort, Mer 
wingsburg, Soxville, Stoddartsville, Beaumont, | 
and Bear Creek, to Wilkesbarre. 

From Easton, by Butztown, Freemansburg, |: 
Bethlehem, Rittersville, Allentown, Wercosville, | 
Trexlertown, Breinigsville, Monterey, Kutztown, | 
Moslem, and Maiden Creek, to Reading. 

From Easton, by Bath, Petersville, Newhards, 
Cherryville, Lehigh Gap, Berlinville, Parryaville, 
Weisport, and Lehighton, to Mauch Chunk. 

From Easton, by lower Saucon and Stouts, to 
Hellerstown, 

From Easton, by Boston to Mount Bethel. 

From Ebensburg, by Belsano, Strongstown, i 
Indiana, Schlocta, Elderton, Blanket-Hill, Kit- ; 
taning, Worthington, and Coyleville, to Butler. 

From Ebensburg, by Loretta, Chess Springs, | 
Three Roads, Fallen Timber, and Roseland, to 
Smith’s Mills. 
ae Ebensburg, by Carrolltown, to Newman’s 

ills. 

From Economy, by New Scottsville, Sheffield, |; 
Seventy-Six, and Service, to Hookstown. 

From Eikland, by Nelson, to Lawrenceville. 

From Elderton, by South Bend, West Leba- 
non, and Clarksburg, to Blairsville. 

From Elliottsburg, by Roseburg, Ickesburg, 
and Port Royal, to Mifflintown. 

From Elkland, by Farmington, to Crooked 
Creek. 

From Enon Valley, by Mount Jackson, Edin- 
burg, Hillaville, and Lowellsville, Ohio, to Poland. ti 


H 
ji 


i burg, to Tylersburg. 


| Wallaceville, Dempseytown, Cherry Tree, Titus- 


: rell, Perry, Steam Mills, Tedioute, and Irvine, to 


| Hagerstown. 


l! Ready, to Upper Mahantango. 


From Franklin, by Polk, Henderson, Perrine, 
| Mercer, Clark, Hermitage, North West, Middle- 
| sex, Sharon, Brookfield, Vienna, and Howland, 
to Warren. 

From Fountain Spring, by Roaring Creek and 
Catawissa, to Bloomsburg. 


From Franklin, by Utica, French Creek, New | 
? Lebanon, New Vernon, Exchangeville, Salem, i 
| West Greenville, and Orangeville, Ohio, to Hart- 
| ford. 


From Franklin, through Cranberry and Pine 
Grove Townships, by Clinton Furnace and Try- 


From Franklin, by Cooperstown, Sunville, 


ville, Oil Creek, Centerville, Bloomfield, and 
Union Mills, to Waterford. 
From Franklin, by Cornplanter, Plamor, Tyr- 


Warren. 

From Frederick, by New Hanover, Gilberts- 
ville, Bogerstown, Mauatawing, Lobacksville, and 
New Jerusalem, Dryville, to Kutztown, 

From Freemansburg, by LowerSaucon, Stouts, 
Springtown, Bursonville, Bedminster, and Dub- 
lin, to Doylestown. 

From Friedensville to Hellerstown. 

From Friedensburg to Schuykill Haven. 

From Friendsville. by Middleton Centre, Jack- 
son Valley, and Warren Center, to South War- 
ren. 

From Gibson, by Herrick Centre, Union Dale, 
Pleasant Mount, Rock Lake, and Preston, to 
Scokport Station, New York. 

From Greensburg, by Pleasant Unity, Mount 


Pleasant, Pennsville, Connellsville, and Wood- || 
` | Mills, and Juniata, to Newport. 


vale, to Uniontown. 


From Greensburg, by Harrison City and Mur- jj 


rysville, to Logan’s Ferry. 

From Greensburg, by New Alexandria, Salts- 
burg, Clarksburg, and Kent, to Indiana. 

From Greensburg to West Newton. 

From Gettysburg, by Mumenasburg, Arents- 


ville, Bigler, Bendersville, Menallen, and Table || 
li Newman’s Mills, Burnside, Cush, Chest, Bower, 


Rock, to Gettysburg. 

From Gettysburg, by Hunterstown and New 
Chester, to Hampton. 

From Gettysburg, by Fairfield, Fountain Dale, 
Waynesboro’, and Leitersburg, Maryland, to 


From Glen Rock, by Hanover Junction and | 
Porter’s Seidling and Smith’s Station, to Han- 
over. 

From Gordonsville, by Intercourse, to Hat. 

From Gratz, by Klingerstown and Rough an 


| 
al 


From Foglesville, by Trexlertown, Macungie, | 


From Halifax to Fisherville. 


From Hamburg, by Albany and Featherolpse 
ville, to Lynnville. 

From Hamlinton, by Canaan, to Waymart. 

From Hamlinton, by Moscow, to Dalesville. 

From Harrisonville, by Dublin Mills, to Orbis- 
onia. 

From Harford, by Montrose Depot, Montrose, 
Forest Lake, St. Joseph’s, Friendville. 

Little Meadows, by Warrenham and Apalachin, 
to Owego, New York. 

‘From Hanover, by McShersytown and Buon- 
oughystown, to Gettysburg. 

From Harrisburg, by Shepherdstown, Dills- 
burg, York Sulphur Springs, and Hiedlersburg, 
to Gettysburg. 

From Harrisburg, by Dauphin and Pine Grove, 
to Auburn. 

From Harrisburg, by Lisburn, to Lewisberry. 

From Harrisburg, by Shiremantown, Mechan- 


liesburg, Carlisle, Plainfield, Newville, Oakville, 


Shippenburg, and Scotland, to Chambersburg. 

From Barrisburg, by Susquehanna, Dauphin, 
Powel’s Valley, and Halifax, to Millersburg. 

From Harrisburg, by Singlestown, Manada 
Hill, West Hanover, East Hanover, Sheltyer- 
ville, Jonestown, and Fredericksburg, to Pine 
Grove. 

From Harrisburg, by White Hill and Lis- 
burne, to Lewisberry. 

From Hereford, by Long Swamp and Kutz- 
ville, to Kutztown. 

From Hillsgrove, by Shunk, to Canton. 

From Harrisburg, by Duncannon, Baileys- 
burg, Newport, Millerstown, Thompsontown, 
Mexico, Port Royal, Miffintown, Paterson, 
Lewistown, Strode’s Mills, McVeyton, Newton, 
Hamilton, Mount Union, Mapleton Depot, Mili 
Creek, Huntingden, Shaver’s Creek, Barre Forge, 
Alexandria, Spruce Creek, Union Furnace, Bir- 
mingham, Tyrone, Antestown, Frankstown, Tip- 
ton, Fostoria, Altoona, Duncansville, Hollidays- 
burg, Summit, Portage, Wilmore, Summer Hill, 
Johnstown, Armagh, Comembush Furnace, New 
Florence, West Fairfield, Lockport Station, 
Blairsville, Millwood, New Derry, Boliva Greens- 
burg, Adamsburg, Tinker Run, Stewartsville, 
Turtle Creek, Wilkinsburg, and Wilkins, to 
Pittsburg. 

From Hollidaysburg, by Alleghany (no office) 


| and Ashland Furnace, to Newman’s Muls. 


From Hollidaysberg, by Newry, East Free- 
dom, East Sharpsburg, Martinsburgh, Clover, 
Stonerstown, Broad Top, Speersville, and West 
Dublin, to Harrisonville. 

From Honey Brook, by Cambridge and South 
Hermitage, to Piquea. 

From Honesdale, by Prompten, Waymart, 
Carbondale, Dundaff, Lenox, Brooklin, Montrose, 
Forest Lake, Friendville, Warrenbam, and South 
Owego, New York, to Owego. 

From Honesdale, by Bethany and Hill Top, to 
Pleasant Mount. 

From Honesdale, by Eldred, Damascus, Galli- 
lee, and Princeville, to Equinunk. 

From Honesdale, by Indian Orchard, White 
Mills, Hawley, Narrows, and West Fall, to Lack- 
awaxen, 

From Hopewell to Pattonville. 

From Hopewell Cotton Works, by Oxford, 
Elkdale, New London, Kemblesville, Strickers- 
ville, and McClellandsville, to Newark, (Dela- 
ware.) 

From Ickesburg, by Roseburg, Bosserman’s 


From Ickesburg, by Donnelly’s Mill, to Mil- 
lerstown, 

From Indiana, by Home, Mahoning, March- 
and, Punxatawney, Coolsprings, and Merata, to 
Brookville. 

From Indiana, by Blacklick, to Blairsville. 

From Indiana, by Penn Run, Mitchell’s Mills, 


and Grampian Hills, to Curwinsville. 
From Jackson, by Smiley, Gibson, and South 
Gibson, to Lenox. 
om Jersey Shore, by Walkerville, to Water- 
ville, 
From Jersey Shore to Collomsville. 
From Jonestown, by Cross Kill Mills, to Reh- 
rersburg. : 
From Kingston, by Carverton, Orange, Centre, 
Moreland, and Vernon, to Bowman’s Creek. 
From Karthaus to Sinnamahoning. 
From Kittaning, by Brady’s Bend, Catfish Fur- 
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nace, Pinkaville, Curllsville, and Reidsburg, to 
Clarion. í i : 

From Kittaning, by Cowansvile, Brady’s 
Bend, Catfish Furnace, New Athens, Rimersburg, 
Curllsville, and Reidsburg, to Clarion. 

From Kittaning, by Brattonville, Orrsville, Red 
Bank Furnace, Oakland, New Bethlehem, Keer’s 
Store, Shannondale, and Summerville, to Brook- 
ville. 7 
From Kittaning, by Scrubgrass, Putneyville, 
Phenix, and Hamilton, to Punxatawney.. 

From Knoxville, by Little Marsh, Chatham 
Valley, “Middlebury Centre, East Charleston, 
Charleston, Wellsboro’, Morris, Cedar Run, 
Slate Run, Waterville, Tomb’s Run, and Walker- 
ville, to Jersey Shore. 

From Kittaning, by Rural Valley, Glade Run, 
and Smicksburg, to Mahoning. 

From Kittaning, by Cochran’s Mills, to Apollo. 

From Kutztown, by B. E. Day’s Store, Fred- 
ericksville, and Landis’s Store, to Bechtelsville. 

From Kutzville, by Jerusalem and Princeton, 
to Reading. 

From Kinzers, by Williamstown, Harristown, 
Springwel! Mills, Hatville, and Mount Hope, to 
Intercourse. : 

From Lancaster, by Landisville, Mount Joy, 
Elizabethtown, Portsmouth, Middletown, and 
High Spire, to Harrisburg. 

From Lancaster, by Willow Street, Smithville, 
Buck, Chesnut Level, Green, Pleasant Grove, 
Rock Springs, (Maryland,) and Rowlandsville, to 
Port Deposit. 

From Lancaster, by Swartz Mills, Sporting 
Hill, Mashersonville, Colebrook Furnace, and 
Cambellstown, to Annville. 

From Lancaster, by Lampeter, Martinsville, 
New Providence, Camargo, May, Bart, Nine 
Points, Octoraro, Russelville, and Jennersville, to 
New London. 

From Lancaster, by East Hempfield, Manheim, 
Mount Hope, and Cornwall, to Lebanon. 

From Lancaster, by Millersville, Slackwater, 
Safe Harbor, and Liberty Square, to Buck. 

From Lancaster, by Neffsville, Litz, Ephrata, 
Reanstown, and Adamstown, to Reading. 

From Lancaster, by Lampeter, to Strasburg. 

From Landisburg, by Andesville, Elliottsburg, 
and New Bloomfield, to Newport. 

From Landisburg, by Andesville, Centre An- 
dersonburg, and Blain, to New Germantown. 

From Andisburg, by Roseburg, to Ickesburg. 

From La Grange, by Breech’s Pond, to Facto- 
tyville. 

YProm Lanesboro’, by Starucca, Thompson, Ar- 
arat, Jackson, and Herrick, to Gibson. 

From Lawrenceburg, by River, Agnew’s Mills, 
Jefferson Furnace, and Knox, to Shippensville. 

From Lawrenceburg, by West Freedom, Cal- 
lensburg, and Piney, to Clarion. : 

From Lawrenceville, by Seely ’s Hill, to Seely ’s 
Creek, New York. 


From Lebanon, by Mount Zion, to Fredericks- | 


burg, 

From Lebanon to Shaeferstown. 

From Lenox, by Harford, Gibson, Jackson, 
North Jackson, and Susquehanna, to Lanesboro’, 

From Le Raysville, by South Warren, Wind- 
ham, and Nicholas, to Smithsboro’. ; 

From Lewistown, by Reedsville, Milroy, Pot- 
ter’s Mill, Centre Hill, Old Fort, and Pleasant 
Gap, to Bellefonte. 

From Ligonier, by Hillview, West Fairfield, 
Aqueduct, New Florence, East Centreville, Ar- 
magh, and Brush Valley, to Indiana. 

From Lewistown, by Reedsville, Valley, Pot- 
ter’s Mill, Centre Hill, Old Fort, Pleasant Gap, 
Bellefonte, Milesburg, Fleming, Phillipsburg, 
Morrisdale, Clearfield Bridge, and Clearfield, to 
Curwinsville. 

From Ligonier, by Stahlstown, to Donegal. 

From Ligonier, by Hillview, West Fairfield, 
Aqueduct, Armagh, and Brush Valley, to Indiana. 

From Lewisburg, by New Columbia, White 
Deer Mills, White Deer, and Road Hall, to Wil- 
liamsport. 

From Lima, by Howellville and Thornton, to 
Westchester. 

From Line Bridge to Mifflinville. 

From Line Lexington, by Hilltown, Hagers- 
ville, Applebackaville, Pleasant Valley, Leiths- 
ville, Hellerstown, Iron Hill, to Bethlehem. 

From Litiz, by Brickersville, to Shaeffers- 
town. 


From Little Meadows, by Ellersville, Choconut, 
Hawleyton, (New York,) to Binghampton. 

From Lock Haven, by Farrandsville, De France- 
ville, Youngwomanstown, Westport, Cook’s Run, 
Sinnamahoning, Second Fork, Piné Street, Cam- 
eron, Shippen, and Norwich, to Smithport. 

From Lodersville, by Great Bend, New Mil- 
ford, Montrose Depot, Oakley, Hop-Bottom, 
Nicholson, Factoryville, Waverly, Bailey Hol- 
low, Clark’s Green, Providence, and Hyde Park, 
to Scranton, i 

From London Grove to Unionville. 

3 From Luthersburg, by Punxutaway, to Smicks- 
urg. 

„From Macungie, by Spinnerstown, Trumbaurs- 
ville, Tyler’s Port, Franconia, Union Square, and 
Gynned, to Spring House. f 

From Mahoney, by Greenbrier, Line Mount- 
ain, Upper. Mahantango, and Barry, to Minersville. 

From Manayunk, boy Lower Marion, Gulf 
Mills, King of Prussia, Valley Forge, and Schuy]- 
kill, to Phoenixville. 

From Manheim to Buckerville. 

From Manheim, by Penn, to Brickersville. 

From Manheim to Mount Joy. 

From Mansfield to Wellsboro’. 

From Muhlenberg, by Ross, Sweet Valley, 
and Lake, to Lehman Centre, in the county of 
Luzerne. 

From McConnelsburg, by Mercersburg, Green- 
ede and Waynesboro’, to Emmettaburg, Mary- 

and. 

From McConnelsburg, by Webster’s Mills, to 
Hancock, Maryland. 

From McKean’s Old Stand, by New Stanton, 
waive Mills, Madison, and Fulton, to Tinker 

un. 

From Meadville, by Hayfield, Harmonsburg, 
Rundell’s, Sterlington, Conneautville, Spring, Al- 
bion, Elk Creek, and Platea, to Girard. 

From Meadville, by Blooming Valley, Ran- 
dolph, New Richmond, Taylor’s Stand, Riceville, 
Spartansburg, West Spring Creek, Lottsville, 
Sugar Grove, and Busti, New York, to James- 
town, 

From Meadville, by Evansburg, Hartstown, 
Turnerville, South Shenango, and State Line, 
Ohio, to Kinsman’s. 

From Meadville, by Mead Corners, Sugar Lake, 
Guy’s Mills, Kingley’s, and Steuben, to Centre- 
ville. . 

From Meadville, by Mead’s Corner, Sugar 
Lake, and Wilson’s Mills, to Cooperstown. 

From Meadville, by Chapmanville and Titus- 
ville, to Steam Mills. 

From Mercer, by Wolf Creek, Harrisville, 
Anandale, Murrinsville, and Maple Furnace, to 
Lawrenceburg. 

From Mercer, by Valley, Clark, West Green- 
ville, Jamestown, Adamsville, and Hartstown, to 
Espyville. 

From Mercer, by Delaware Grove, to West 
Greenville. 

From Mercer, by Perrine, Sandy Lake, New 
Lebanon, and Milledgeville, to Cochranton. 

From Mercerburg, by Upton, to Green Castle. 

From Mercerburg, by Sylvan, to Hancock, 
Maryland. 

From Middletown to Hummellstown. 

From Mifflintown, by Oakland Mills, McCal- 
listerville, Richfield Mount, Pleasant Mills, and 
Freeburg, to Selin’s Grove. 


McCulloch’s Mills, East Waterford, and return 
by Beale’s Mills, Tuscarora Valley, Spruce Hill, 
and Perrysville, to Mifflintown. 

From Millford, by Saw Kiil’s, Lord’s Valley, 
Nyce’s Pawpaw, and Tafton, to Hamlenton. 

From Millerstown, by Richfield, Mount Pleas- 
ant Mills, Middleburg, Centreville, and New Ber- 
lin, to Miffiinsburg. 

From Millersburg, by Dalmatia, Mahonoy, and 
Augusta, to Sunbury. 

From Monroeton, by New Albany and Ladds- 
burg, to Dushore. 

From Montrose, by Brackney, Silver Lake, 
Choconut, Ellerslie, Little Meadows, and Apal- 
achin, New York, to Owego. 

From Montrose, by New Milford, to. Great 
Bend. 

From Montrose, by Elk Lake, Auburn Four 
| Corners, West Auburn, South Auburn, and East 
| Springfield, to Skinner’s Eddy. 


| From Montrose, by Fairdale, Rush, Rushville, 


From Mifflintown, by Walnut, McCoysville, ; 


Pike, Le Raysville, Orwell, J 
and Wysox, to Towanda. 
From: Morrisville to Fallsingto 
, From Morrisville; by Yardleyville; 
ville, and Brownsburg, to New Hope. : 
From Moreland, :by Riddle’s Settlement; to 
Newmanasville. : Looe ees 
From. Morgantown, by Blue: Rack, S 
Mary’s, Saint: Peter’s, Pughtown, and- Vi 
to Phenixville. f : Peep SEED 
From Moselem, by Coxtown, to Princetown. 
From Mount Pleasant, by “McKean’s Old 
Stand, ‘West. Newton; Gambles, Manóngahelg 
City, Ginger Hill, and. Dunningsville, tò Wash- 
ington. ý ’ aoe” 
From Morristown, by Jeffersonville; Fairview 
Village, Perkiomen Bridge, Schwenk’s Store, 
Peunsburg, Hereford, Shimerville, Macungie, 
and Trexlertown, to Foglesville. E 
From Muncy, by Wolf Run, Hantersville, 
Hills, Grove, Eldredville, Campbellsville; ` and 
Haverlyville, to New Albany. ` 
From Muncy, by Hughbsville, Eaglesmere, and 
New Laport, to Dushore. oS 
From Muncy, by Black “Hole, Road ‘Hall, 
White Deer, Alvira, Elimsport, Collomeville; and 
Nippenose, to Jersey Shore. f R 
From Narrowsburg, New York, by Ashland, 
Pennsylvania, to Honesdale. Sety | 
From Nazareth, Northampton county, by; Mót- 
resburg, to Wales. ; Pays” 
From New Brighton, by Brighton, Baker Bank, 
Irish Ripple, to Newcastle. ons 
From New Bethlehem, by Leatherwood, to 
Reidsburg. : : 
From Newcastle, by Pulaski, West Middlesex, 
Sharon, Clarksville, West Greenville, James- 
town, and other intermediate offices, to Girard. 
From Newcastle, by Edingburg, Hillsville, 
Lowellsville, and Poland Centre, to Poland. 
From Newcastle, by Chenango and W ertem- 
berg, to North Sewickly. 
rom Newcastle, by Eastbrook, to Harlens- 


burg. ; or ear 
"From Newcastle, by Mare, New Bedford, ‘and 
Pulaski, to West Middlesex. ° ed 

From New Columbus, by Town Line, Har- 

veyville, and Muhlenburgh, to Shichshinny. 

rom New Hanover, Hillegas, Pennsburg, and 
Spinnerstown, Milford Square, Steinsburg, to 
Coopersburg. j A j 

From New London, by West Grove, to Jen- 
nersville. Bot he i 

From Norristown, by Fairview Villagé,Per- 
hiomen Bridge, Schwenck’s Store, Pennsburg, 
Hereford, Lionville, Macungie, and Trixerstown, 
to Foglesville. : 

From Norristown, by Norritonville, Worces- 
ter, Skippack, Salfordville, Sumneytown, Upper 
Hanover, Hereford, Long Swamp,’ and Wil- 
liams’s Store, to Kutztown. isd ee ai 

From Norristown, by Norritonville, Penn's 
Square, Worcester, Skippock, Salfordville, to 
Sumneytown. : 

From Norristown, by Jeffersonville, Perkiomen 
Bridge, Trappe, Limerick, Crooked Hill, and 
Pottstown, to Boyerstown. 

From Norristown, by Jeffersonville, Shannon- 
ville, Port Providence, and Quinzyville, to Phe- 
nixville. ; : 

From Norristown, by Hickorytown, Centre 
Square, Gwynned, Montgomeryville, Pleasant- 
ville, and Whitehailville, to Doylestown. i 

From North East, by Greenfield and Friends, 
New York, to Marvin. 

From Northville, by North East, Moorhead- 
ville, Harbor Creek, and Wesleyville, to Erie. 

From Northumberland, by Chulasky, Danville, 
Catawissa, Bloomsburg, Espy, Lime Ridge, Bers 
wick, Beach Haven, Beach Grove, Shichshinny, 
Hunlocks Creek, West Nanticoke, and Church 
Hill, to Wilkesbarre. ; 

From Northumberland, by Lewisburg, Mifflin- 
berg, Hartleton, Woodward, Aaronsburg, Mill- 
heim, Spring Mills, Old Fort, Boalsburg, Pine 
Grove Mills, Stover’s Place, Graysville, and Cole- 
rain Forge, to Spruce Creek. > 

From Northumberland, by Chillisquaque, Lew- 
isburg, Milton, McEwenaville, Muncy, and Mon- 
turesville, to Williamsport. seat y 

From Northumberland, by Chestnut Ridge, 
New Berlin, Penn’s Creek, Middleburg, Beaver- 
town, Beaver Springs, Middle Creek, Cosgrove 
Hall, and Decatur, to Lewistown. 
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` From Nuff’s Mills, West Barre, in Huntington 
county, to Pine Grove Mills, in Centre county. 

From Oil Creek, by Holland, to Perry. 

From Orbisonia, by Scottsville, New Grenada, 
and Speusville, to Ray’s Hill. 

From Owigsburg, by McKeansburg, Kepneo, 
West Penn, and New Mahoning, to Lehightown. 
_ From Oxford, by Mount Vernon, Colerain, 
Fuseyvale, and Mechanics’ Grove, to Chestnut 

ever. 

From Otisville, New York, by Finchville, Port 
Jervis, Matamoras, Pennsylvania, Milford, Dar- 
Ingsville, Tafton, Honesdale, Prompton, Way- 
mart, Carbondale, Dundaff, Lenox, Brooklin, 
Montrose, Forest Lake, Friendsville, Warren- 
ham, and South Owego, New York, to Owego. 

From Parkesburg, by Ercildon, Mc Williams- 
town, Mortonville, and Marshalton, to West- | 
chester, 

From Pealer’s, by Stillwater, Benton, Cole’s 
Creek, Central, and Davidson, to Laporte. 

From Penningtonville, by Wakefield, to Peter’s 
Creek. 

From Perrine, by Sandy Lake and New Ver- 
non, to Deer Creek. 

From Perry, by Stewart’s Run, to Tionesta. 

From Peter’s Creek to Peach Bottom. 

From Philadelphia, by Milestown, Jenkinton, 
Abington, Willow Grove, Hatboro,’ Hartsville, 
Ridge Valley, Doylestown, Buckington, Lahaska, 
and New Hope, to Lambertsville, New Jersey. 

From Philadelphia, by Kingsessing, Darby, 
Kellysville, Oakdale, Media, Lima, Ivy Mills, | 
Concordville, and Chadd’s Ford, to Hamorton. 

From Philadelphia, by Rising Sun, German- 
town, Chestnut Hill, White Marsh, Upper Dab- 
lin, Spring House, Montgomeryville, Line, Lex- 
ington, Seller’s Tavern, Bunker Hill, Quakertown, 
Coopersburg, Centre Valley, and Faneon Valley, 
to Allentown. H 

From Philadelphia, by General Wayne, Cab- || 
inet, West Haverford, Radner, Spead Eagle, Pa- 
oli, Frazer, West W hiteland, Downington, Caln, 
Coatesville, Parkersburg, Sadsburyville, Penning- 
tonville, Christiana Gap, Kinzer, Belmonte, Para- 
dise, Gordonsville, Enterprise, Lancaster, and || 
Mountville, to Columbia. | 

From Philadelphia, by Conshohocken, Norris- 
town, Bridgeport, Port Kennedy, Valley Forge, || 
Phenixville, Royer’s Ford, Limerick Bridge, 
Pottstown, Douglasville, Baumstown, Bridgboro’, || 
Reading, Tuckerton, Mohrsville, Leesport, Ham- || 
burg, Port Clinton, Auburn, Orwigsburg, and |! 
Schuylkill Haven, to Pottsville. | 


l to Kittaining, 


| Washington, Apollo, Spring Church, Olivet, West 


| Breakneck, Whitestown, and Prospect, to Brown- | 
ington. - 


| and Freedom, to Rochester. 


From Philadelphia, by Rising Sun, Milestown, 
Jenkintown, Abington, Willow Grove, Horsham, 
Warrington, Doylestown, Danborough, Plum- /! 
ateadville, Pipersville. Ottsville, Bucksville, Kent- || 
nersville, Durham, Reiglesville, and Uhlersville, | 
to Easton, 

From Philadelphia, by Feltonville, Fox Chase, `i 
Huntingdon Valley, Sorrel Horse, Davisville, H 
Richboro’, Newton, and Dolington, to Taylors- 


ville. ji 


| 


i 
ji 


From Philadelphia, by Kensington, Frankford, 
Orlando, and Bustleton, to Somerton, i 
From Philadelphia, by Falls of Schuylkill, | 
Manayunk, Leverington, Andover, Barren Hill, | 
and Plymouth Meeting, to Norristown. | 
From Philadelphia, by West Philadelphia, | 
Upper. Darby, Haverford, Newton Square, Edge- | 
mont, Williamstown Inn, and Milltown, to West | 
Chester, f 
From Philadelphia, by Rising Sun, to German- 
town. j 
© From Philadelphia to Spring Garden. f 
From Phænixville, by Kimberton, Chester 
Springs, West Vincent, Marsh, Morgantown, |! 
Churchtown, Goodville, Blue Ball, New Holland, || 


Bareville, Leacock, and Eden Village, to Lan- |, 
caster. ` f 

From Phenixville, by Setzler’s Store, Potts- |i 
town, Brower, Mount Airy, and Robeson, to 
Reading. 

From Pike Mills, by Pike Valley, Mixtown, 
Hector, and Sabinsville, to Westfield. 

From Pine Grove to Tremont. 

From Pine Grove, by Lower Mahantongo, 
Gratz, Berrysburg, and Elizabethtown, to Mil- 
lersburg. 

From Piquea to New Holland. 

From Piquea, by Cain’s, to Gap. 

_ From Pittston Ferry, by Ransom Falls and La 
Grange, to Tunkhannock. 


ii 
| 


lt 
ji 
hi 


i 
| 
| 
| 


Í ned, Montgomeryville, Pleasantville, and W hite- i 


From Pittsburg, over the line of the plank road 
by Alleghany, Perrysville, Wexford, Zelienople, 
Harmony, Whitestown, Prospect, Centreville, 
Harrisville, and Wesley, to Franklin. __ | 

From Pittsburg, by Surgeon’s Hall, Gill Hall, 
Library, Finleysville, Monongahela City, and | 
Bentlyville, to Beallsville, p 2o 

From Pittsburg, by Temperanceville, Reming- | 
ton, Fayette, Shirland, North Star, Bavington, | 
Florence, Paris, and Holliday’s Cove, Virginia, 
to Steubenville, Ohio. 

From Pittsburg, by Buchanan, Streets Run, 
Coal Valley, McKeesport, West Elizabeth, Eliz- | 
abeth, Monongahela City, Gambles, Webster, | 
Beevernon, Cookstown, Pike Run, Brownsville, | 
Red Stone, Perryopolis, Flatwoods, East Liberty, | 
and Upper Middletown, to Uniontown. 

From Pittsburg, by Walker's Mills, Nobles- 
town, Mungo Park, Candor, Burgettstown, Cross 
Creek Village, Patterson’s Mills, and Independ- 
ence, to Bethany, Virginia. 

From Pittsburg, by Rural Ridge, Culmenville, | 
Etna, Dorseyville, Porter’s Store, Carnahans, į 
Norris, and Riddle’s Roads, to Saxonburg. i 

From Pittsburg, by Perryville, Wexford, Ze- |! 
lienople, Middle Lancaster, Portersville, Harlens- i 
burg, and Leesburg, to Mercer. 

From Pittsburg, by Sharpsburg, Houston, 
Harmarviile, Tarenton, Freeport, and Slate Lick, 


! 
| 
| 
f 
i 
| 
1 
| 


From Pittsburg, by Montours, Moon, Clinton, 
Murdocksville, and Frankfort Springs, to Fair- | 
view, Virginia. 

From Pittsburg, by White Ark, Antrim, North | 


Lebanon, and South Bend, to Shelocta. | 
From Pittsburg, by Perrysville, Wexford, Ogle, | 


From Pittsburg, by Alleghany, West Manches- |! 
ter, Sewickleyville, Sewickly bottom, Economy, || 


From Pittsburg, by Logan’s Ferry, Puebla, || 
and Sherer’s Cross Roads, to Leechburg. 

From Pittsburg, by Herriotsville and Cannons: | 
burg, to Washington. | 

From Pittsburg, by Alleghany, Duquesne, Etna, | 
Bakerstown, Glade Mills, Butler, Hibernia, | 
Brownington, Slippery Rock, North Liberty, | 
London, Mercer, Harthegig, Sheakleyville, Cus- | 
tards, Meadville, Woodcock, Rockdale, Water- |; 
ford, and Hull’s Station, to Erie. 

From Plain Grove, by Centreville, Borard’s 
Mills, and Anandale, to North Washington. 

From Plymouth Meeting, by Blue Bell, Gwyn- | 


hallville, to Doylestown. 

From Port Clinton, by Tamaqua, Hazleton, | 
and East Sugar Loaf, to Wilkesbarre. 

From Port Clinton, by Drehersville, Focht’s 
Forge, to Tamaqua. f 

From Point Jervis, New York, by Matamoras, |j 
Pennsylvania, to Milford. | 

From Pottstown, by New Hanover und Fred- |! 
erick, to Semneytown. | 

From Pottsville, by Broad Mountain, Fountain 
Spring, Mount Carmel, Bear Gap, Paxinos, and | 
Sunbury, to Northumberland. 

From Pottsville to Port Carbon. 

From Pottsville, by Minersville, Llewellyn, | 
Branch Dale, Swatara, and Tremont, to Donald- | 
son. 

From Pottsville, by Port Carbon, Silver Creek, Ki 
Middleport, Tuscarora, Tamaqua, and Summit | 
Hill, to Mauch Chunk. | 

From Providence, by Clark’s Green, Waver- į 
ley, Factoryville, Nicholson’s, and Lathrop, to | 
Montrose, | 

From Ransom, by Milwaukie and Ball Mount, 
to Clark’s Green, in Luzerne county. | 

From Reading, by Oley, Lobacksville, Pike i 
Township, Manatawny, Dale, and Hillegas, to |! 


3 
3 
© 
< 
2 
© 
ka 
5 


Tul- | 
pehoccan, Rehrersburg, Bethel, and Cross Kill: 
Mills, to Jamestown. i 

From Reading, by Tuckerton, Maiden Creek, | 
Moltown, Virginsville,and Klimesville, to Feath- | 
erolpsville. i 


From Reading, by Stonereville, Brumfieldville, | 


| Earlville, Greshville, Boyerstown, Becktelsvilfe, 


Golebrookdale, Dale, and Seisholtzville, to Here- 
ord. ; 

From Reading, by Beckersville, Joanna Far- 
nace, Morgantown, Loag, Wallace, Uwchland, 
Lionville, and West Whiteland, to West Ches- 
ter. - . 

From. Reading to Geiger’s Mills. 

From Reamstown, by Schoeneck, Reinholds- 
ville, and Cocalice, to Shaefferstown. . 

From Reamstown, by Terre Hill, to Church- 
town. 

From Reedsville, by Kishacoquillas Valley, to 
Lock’s Mill. 

From Reedsville, by Kishacoquillas, Bellville, 
and Allensville, to Mill Creek. 

From Reiglesville, by Upper Black Eddy, 
Erwinna, Point Pleasant, Lumberville, Centre 
Bridge, Lambertsville, New Hope, Brownsburg, 
‘faylorsville, and Yardleyville, to Trenton, New 
Jersey. 

From Rehrersburg, by Wollebertstown and 
Mount Zion, to Lebanon. 

From Rehrersburg to Womelsdorf, by Snaff- 
nie’s store. f 

From Rochester, by Beaver, Fallstown, Brigh- 
ton, and Irish Ripple, to New Castle. 

From Rome, by North Orwell, West Wind- 
ham, Nicholas, New York, and Canfield Cor- 
ners, to Smithboro’. 

From Rome, by North Rome, to Sheshequin, 

From Roseville, by Chandlersville, to Mains- 
burg. 

From Roulette to Ceres. . 

From Rutland, by Elk Run, to. Mainsburg. 

From Russelburg, by Beach Woods, to Sugar 
Grove. 

From Salem Cross Roads, by Poke Run, North 
Washington, Crawford Mills, Shearer’s Cross 
Roads, Leechburg, Freeport, Saroersville, and 
Saxenburg, to Butler. 

From Safe Harbor, by Conestoga, Martickville, 
Mount Nebro, and Rawlinsville, to Buck. 

From Safe Harbor to Martic Forge. 

From Sagerstown, by Cassawago and Cross- 
ingville, to Elk Creek. 

From Sagerstown, by Cassawago and Rundell’s, 
to Conneautville. 

From Schuylkill Haven, by Minersville, to 
Fremont. 

From Schwenck’s Store, by Frederick, Doug- 
lass, Colebrookdale, Clayton, and Shimersville, 
to Emaus. 

From Scottsville, by Little Meehoopany Centre, 
Loveton, and Wolf Creek, to Dushore. 

From Scranton, Dunmore, Dalesville, Cliffton, 


I| Naglesville, Stanhope, Tannersville, and Bartons- 


ville, to Stroudsburg. 

From Selin’s Grove, by Kratzersville, New 
Berlin, and Barber’s Mills, to MiiHinburg. 

From Selin’s Grove, by Turtlersville, Chestnut 
Ridge, Winfield, Lewisburg, New Columbia, 
White Deer Mills, and Road Hall, to Williams- 

ort. 

From Shaver’s Creek, by Cottage, West Barre, 
Manor Hill, East Barre, Ennisvilie, McAleoy’s 
Fort, and Greenwood Furnace, to Belleville. 

From Sharon Centre, by East Sharon, West 
Shongo, New York, Shongo, and Willing, to 
Wellsville. 

From Shade Gap, by Bolingerstown and Peru 


i| Mills, to McCulloch’s Milis. 


From Sheshequin, by Ulster, to Hornbrook. 

From Shippensburg, by Orrstown, Pleasant 
Hall, Upper Strasburg, Roxbury, and Newburg, 
to Shippensburg. 

From Shippensville, by Jefferson Furnace, La- 
martine, Agnew’s Mills, Emlenton, and North 
Hope, to Butler. 

From Shippensville, by Lucinda Furnace and 
Tryburg, to Tylersburg. 

From Shrewsbury, by Stewartstown, Straw- 


i! bridge, Fawn Grove, and Slate Ridge, to Bryans- 
‘| ville. 


From Shunk, by Eldredville and Campbells- 


i; ville, to Sugar Run. 


From Skippack, by Harleyville, Franconia, 
and Tylersville, to Charleston. 

From Slate Lick, by Worthington, to Cawans- 
ville. 

From Smithfield, by New Geneva, Greens- 
boro’, Mapletown, and Willowtree, to Mount 
Morris. 

From Smithport, by Farmer’s Valley, Sartwell, 
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Alleghany Bridge, and Portville; New York,. to 
Olean. : 
From Smithsport, by Bradford, Limestone, 
New York, and Kill Buck; to Great Valley. 
From Smithport, by Lafayette, Eden, and 
Kinzua, to Warren. ae 
. From Smith’s. Ferry, by Ohioville and Black 
Hawk, to Darlington. f : 
From Smith’s Ferry, 
ton, Pennsylvania. À 
From Smith’s Mills, jn Crawford 
Cochranton, to John Wightman’s. : 
From Smith’s Mills, by Jeffries and Clearfield 
Bridge, to Clearfield. i 


by Ohioville and. Darling- 


county, by 


From Somerset, by Stony Creek, Dry Ridge, || 


West End, and Man’s. Choice, to Bedford. 

From Somerset, by Sipesville, Forwardstown, 
and Bemin’s Creek, to Johnstown. 

From Somerset, by Gebharw’s, New Lexington, 
Turkey Foot, and Harnedsville, to Addison, 

From Somerset, by Benford’s Store, to Stoyes- 
town. 

From Spring House Tavern to Sumneytown. 

From Strasburg, by Leesburg, New Providence, 
and Camargo, to Quarryville. 

From Strattonville, by Helen Furnace, Scotch 
Hill, North Pine Grove, Marionville, and. Fox- | 
burg, to Warren. 

From Stewartstown, by Cross. Roads, 
Grove, and Dallastown, to York. 

From Stroudsburg, by Rossandsville, Fenners- 


Apple 


ville, Long Valleyville, and Weiseport, to Mauch |! 


Chunk, * 

From Stroudsburg, by Analomink, Henrysville, 
and Paradise Valley, to New Mount Pleasant. 

From Stroudsburg, by Snydersville, Fenners- 
ville, Kunkleton, Kresgeville, and. Little Gap,.to 
Lehigh Gap. = 

From Stroudsburg, by Analomink, Priceburg, 
Covesville, South Sterling, and East Sterling, to 
Sterling. ; 

From Stroudsburg to Saylorsburg. 

From Stroudsburg, by Shawnee, Triebleville, 
and Turn’s, to Bushkill. 

From Summit, by Portage, Wilmore, and Sum- 
mer Hill, to Johnstown. 

From Summit, by Ebensburg, Armah, Blairs- 
ville, New Alexandria, Harvey’s Five Points, 
Salem Cross Roads, Murrysville, Monroeville, 
and Wilkinsburg, to Pittsburg. 

From Sunbury, by Snydertown and Rushtown, 
to Danville. 

From Sugar Valley, by Carroll, Forest Iron 
Works, to White Deer Mills. 

From Stoystown, by Dibertsville and Davids- 
ville, to Johnstown. 

From Sylvania, by Gray’s Valley and Mains- 
burg, to Mansfield. 

From Sterlingville, by Linn, to Tunkhannock 
Depot. 

From Sumneytown, by Hosensack and Eman’s, 
to Allentown. 

From Tafton to Hawley. 

From ‘Tamaqua, by Lindersville, Jeansville, 


E A ee | Eidersville, and Cherry Hill, to Steubenville, | 


to Wilkesbarre. 

From Tioga, by Hammond Creek and Maple 
Ridge, to Seely Creek, New York. 

From Tionesta, by Howe, to Tediontee. 

From Titusville, by Enterprise, Davis’s Settle- 
ment, Youngsville, and Chandler’s Valley, to 
Sugar Grove. 

From Titusville, by Holland, to Perry. 

From Titusville, by Eagle and Spring Creek, to 
Columbus. ; 

From Titusville, by Sugar Lake, to Meadville. 

From Texas, by Morris, Wellsboro’, Chatham 


Valley, Little Marsh, Knoxville, and Westfield, | 


to Pine Creek. , 
From Towanda, by Highland, Burlington, 


West Burlington, East Troy, Troy, Sylvania, | 


and Sullivan, to Covington. : 
From Towanda, by Highland, Burlington, East | 


Smithfield, North Smithfield, Bentley Creek, and 


Ridgeburg, to Wellsburg, New York. 
From Trappe, by Schenck’s Store, Sumney- 
town, and Harlaysville, to Franconia. 


From Tremont, by Bear Mont, Wiconisco, |j 


Short Mountain, Oakdale, and Elizabethville, to 
Millersburg. . 

From Trexlertown, by Middletown, to Here- | 
ford. 

From Trout Run, by Liberty, to Blossburg. 

From Tunkhannock, by Russel Hill, Sterling- | 


ton, Braintrem, Skinner’s “Eddy, Laceyville, 
Browntown, Wyalusing, Lime Hill f 
field. Creek, Standing Store, Wysox, 
Uister, Milan, and Athens, 
York. : 

From Tunkhannock, by West Eaton, Forks- 
town, Lovelton, and Bellsylva, to Dushore. 

From Tunkhannock, by Pierceville, Nicholson, 
Glenwood, Lenoxville,. Clifford, and Dundaff, to 
Carbondate. : 

i From Tuscarora, by Pilmar, to Catawissa Val- 
ey. . 

From Tyrone, by Phillipsburg, Woodland, and 
Clearfield, to Curwinsville. ; 

From Uniontown, by New Salem, Merrits- 
town, Brownsville, Fredericktown, Millsboro’, 
Clarksville, and Jefferson, to Waynesburg. 

From Uniontown, by McClellandtown, Mason- 
town, Carmichael’s, Rice’s Landing, and Jeffer- 
son, to Waynesburg. 

From Uniontown, by McClellandtown, Mason- 
town, Greensboro’, Mapleton, Whitley, to Car- 
| michael’s. 

From Unionville, by Kenneti’s Square, Hamor- 
ton, Fairville, and Centreville, (Delaware,) to Wil- 
mington. 

From Ulysses to Genesee Forks. 

From Waynesburg, by Rogersville, Jolly 
Town, and Blacksville, (Virginia,) to Waynes- 
burg. 
| From Waynesburg, by Simpson’s Store and 
Good Intent, to West Alexander. 

From Waynesburg, by Call’s Mills, White 
Cottage, New Freeport, Pursley, Sugar Run, and 
Knob Fork, to Middlebourne, Virginia. 

From Waynesburg, by Hunter’s Cove, Har- 
vey’s Windridge, Ryerson’s Station, Poplar 
Spring, (Virginia,) Beeler’s Station, and Lime- 
stone, to Moundsville, 

From Warren, by Germany, Corydon, Onoville, 
Ten-Mile Spring, and Buck ‘Tooth, to Little Val- 
ley. 

rom Warren, by Kinzus, Corydon, Onoville, 
Ten-Mile Spring, New York, Buck Tooth, and 
Kilbuck, to Olean. 

From Warren, by Irvine, Youngsville, Pitts- 
field, Garland, Spring Creek, West Spring Creek, 
Spartansburg, Cook, Wayne, Le Boeuf, and 
Union Mills, to Waterford. 

From Warren, by Frewsburg, Jamestown, and 
Delati, to Dunkirk, New York. 

From Warren, by Mead, Sheffield, and New 
Highland, to Ridgeway. 

From Warren, by Russellburg and Carroll, 
| New York, to Jamestown. 

From Warrenham, by South Owego, New 
York, to Owego. 

i _ From Washington, by Locust Hill, Hickory, 
i Cherry Valley, Burgettstown, Florence, Frank- 
fort Springs, Kendall, Hookstown, and George- 
town, to Smith’s Ferry. 

| _ From Washington, by Van Buren, Prosperity, 
! Sparta, Lindley’s Mills, Amity, and Ten Mile, 
to Waynésburg. 

From Washington, by Chartier’s, Cross Creek, 


‘Towanda, 
to Waverly, New 


Ohio. 
| From Washington to Taylorstawn. 
i From Washington, by Buffalo, West Middle- 
| ton, Independence, Fowler’s, Virginia, Wells- 
| burg, Virginia, Phillipsburg, Ohio, New Alex- 
| andria, Smithfield, and Cold Spring, to Cadiz. 
| From Waterford, by La Boeuf, Union Mills, 
li Wayne, Columvus, Lottsville, Sugar Grove, and 
i Bustle, to Jamestown, New York. 
| From Waterville, by Garrettsville and Little 
Pine Creek, to Texas. 

From Wattsburg, by Wayne, Columbus, and 
Laporte, to Pittsfield. 

From Waverly, by Wallsville, Fleetville, and 
' Millardsville, to Lenox. 
~ From Wellsboro’, by Pine Creek, Gaines, 


Lymansville, Cowdersport, Roulette, Burtville, 
| and Port Alleghany, to Smithport. 
| From Wellsboro’, by Charlestown, Crooked 
i Creek, Tioga, and Bailey Creek, to Rutland, 
From West Chester, by Downingtown, Guth- 
| riesville, Brandywine Manor, Rockville, Honey 
| Brook, Beartown, Blue Ball, New Holland, 
| Hinkleton, Ephrata, Durlach, Brickerville, Corn- 
wall, and Campbelltown, to Hummelstown. 
From West Chester, by Marshallton, Embre- 


Pike Mills, West Pike, Cushingville, Sweden, | 


u ville, Unionville, Doe Ran, Gum Tree, Cochran- |} 


ville, Russel 
> Rummer-}} 


He, Russelville, Hoyesvi 
Cotton Works, Brick Meet [ 
Rising Sun, ‘Farmington, Principio; 
Swamp, to Perrysyille, 00 i Ue eee. 
From West Chester, by Thornburg, Dilworth: 
town, and Talleyville, Delaware, to Wilm iston. 
From West Chester, by Paoli, to Philadel 
From West Chester, by Parkersville; Ha 
ton, Kennett’s Square, to Landon Grove. < : 
From West Chester, by Goshen ville and Sugat 
Town, to Paoli, 0 eee ee 
From West Greenville, by Jamestown, Adama- 
ville, Hartstown, North Shenango, Line Mills 
and Unity, to Coneoutville: wap TERE 
From West Middletown, by Patterson's Mill A 
Cross Creek Village, Eldersville, Burgettstowiiy 
Clinton, Seventy-Six, and Service, to Hooks: 
town. $ : fae 
From West Newton, by Buena Vista, Youd? 
gany, and McKeesport, to Pittsburg. : 
From West Franklin; by Granville, to Alba, * 
From West Penn, by Mahoning, to Lehighton, 
From West Port, up Kettle’ Creek, by Leidy 
Cross Fork, to Kettle Creek; °°" eee ee 
From West Philadelphia, by ‘Kelleysville; 
Maple, and Rose Tree, to Howëllsville: °° 
From White Haven, by Hickory Run; AR 
brightaville, to Merwinsburg.: ` oe 
From Williamsburg, by Yellow 
Water Street, to Spruce Creek. ; 
From White Deer, by Alvira, to Elimsport. 
From Wilkesbarre, by Plainsville, Port Blanch 
ard, Pittston Ferry, Old Forge, Lackawanna, 
Hyde Park, Scranton, Providence, Blakely, Car- 
bondale, Waymart, and Prompton, to Honesdale: 
From Wilkesbarre, by Kingston, Forty Fort, 
Wyoming, Exeter, Keelersburgh, South Eaton: 
Eaton, Tunkhannock, Winchester, Lynn, Spring- 
ville, Dimock, Montrose, Dawsville Centre, 
Brookdale, and Corbettaville, New York, to Kirk 


wood, 
by Kingston, Truckville, 
al * 


Spring’ and 


From Wilkesbarre, 

Huntsville, Lehman, las, and: Bowman’s 
Creek, to Tunkhannock. a eae 
From Wilkesbarre, by Church Hill, to Nanti: 
coke. 

From Wilkesbarre, by White Haven, Morri- 
son, Rock Port, and Weatherby, to Mauch 
Chunk. f 

From Williamsport, by Newberry, Linden, 
Jersey Shore, Chatham Run, Dannsburg, Lock 
Haven, Flemington, Mill Hall, Sulona, Lamar, 
Niuany, Hublersburgh, and Zion, to Bellefonte, 

From Williamsport, by Warrensville, Lycom- 
ing Creek, Slate Road, and Larry’s Creek, to 
Jersey Shore. 

From Williamsport, by Hepburn, Crescent, 
Trout Run, Ralston, Canton, Alba, Troy, Co- 
lumbia. Cross Roads, South ‘Creek, and Souths: 
port, New York, to Elmira. ; ae 

From Williamsport, by Warrensville, Bar- 
bour’s Mills, Hill’s Grove, and Millview, to Du- 
shore. 

From Wind Gap to Flicksville. : 

From Woodcock, by Teeples, the town line 
road, and Frisby’s Settlement, to Waterford.. 

From Womesford and Millbach to Shaeffers- 
town. 

From Wrightsville, by Margaretta. Furnace, 
New Bridgeville, Grahanisville, and York Fur- 
nace, to McCall’s Ferry. 

From Wyalusing, by Merryall, 
and Stevenville, to Pike. 

From Wyalusing to Sugar Run. : 

From York, by Emigsville, Mount Campbell, 
Manchester, York, Haven, Etters, and New Cum- 


Camptown, 


| berland, to Harrisburg. 


From York, by East Berlin, to York Sulphur 
Springs. 

From York, by Farmers, Abbottstown, Hane 
over, McSherrystown, and New Oxford, to Get- 
tysburg. 

From York, by Dover, Rossville, Lewisberry, 
Lisburn, and Sidensbarg, to Mechanicsburg, 

From York, by Dover, Wellsville, Dilleburg, 
and Allen, to Mechanicsburg. l 

From York, by Pine Hill, Cordoras, Fetrics, 
Kroh’s Mills, Maryland, Manchester, and Bach- 
man’s Mills, to Westminster, 3 i 

From York, by Dallastown, Apple Grove, Cross 
Roads, Union, Chanceford, Lower Chanceford, 
and Castle Fin, to Peach Bottom. ; 

From York Sulphur Springs, by Bermudian 
Hall and Davidsburg, to York. 
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From Youngstown, by Brandenville, 
ry, Blairsville, Livermore, Tunnell, Saltburg, Coal 
Port, Kiskiminitas, Apollo, and Leechburg, to 
Freeport. 


Maryland —From Addison, Pennsylvania, by 
Selbysport and Accident, to Oakland, on the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Railroad. 

From Annapolis, by Millersville, Crownsville, 
and Patuxent, to Annapolis Junction. 

From Annapolis to Broad Creek. 

From Annapolis, by Church, St. Margaret’s, 
‘Waterford ,Patapsco Meeting House, to Baltimore. 

From Baltimore, by St. Dennis, Elkridge Land- 
ing, Annapolis Tunction, Savage, Laurel Factory, 
Beltsville, and Bladensburg, to Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

From Baltimore, by Lauraville, Cub Hill, 
Fork Meeting House, and Fallston, to Bell Air. 

From Baltimore, by Govanstown, to Towson- 
town, 

From Baltimore, by Harrisonville, North 
Branch, Freedom, Porters, Franklinville, Win- 


field, Sam’s Creek, Molustry’s Mills, and Union | 


Bridge, to Uniontown. 


i hy Woodbury, Washington- 


From Baltimore, 


ville, Brooklandville, Ellengowan, Cockeysviile, | 


Weterman’s Mills, Philopolis, Monkton Mills, 
Shrewsbury, Parkton, White-Hall, Freeland, 
New Freedom, Glen Rock, Pennsylvania, Seven 
Valleys, York, Hallum, and Wrightsville, to Co- 
lumbia. 

From Baltimore, by Avalon, IIchister Mills, 
Ellicott’s Mills, Alberton, Woodstock, Morriotts- 
ville, Sykesville, Hood’s Mills, Woodbine, Mount 
Airy, Monrovia, Hjamsville, Adamstown, Point 
of Rocks, Barry, Weverton, Keep Triste, Har- 
per’s Ferry, Virginia, Duffield’s, Kerneysville, 
Van Cleveaville, Martinsburg, Sir John’s Run, 
North Mountain, Sleepy Creek Bridge, Alpine 
Depot, Hancock, Maryland, 


of Potomac, Greenspring Run, Oldtown, Mary- 
land, and Patterson’s Depot, Virginia, to Cum- 
berland, Maryland. 

From Baltimore, 
Magnolia, Perrymansville, Hall’s Cross Roads, 
Havre de-Grace, Perryville, Principia Furnace, 
Charlestown, Northeast, Elkton, Newark, Dela- 
ware, Christiana, Staunton, Newport, W ilming- 
ton, Claymont, Marcus Hook, Pennsylvania, 
Chester, and Leipersville, Philadelphia. 

From Baltimore, by Denton and Easton, to 
Cambridge. 

From Baltimore, by Hookstown, Pikesville, 
Owing’s Mills, Reisterstown, Finksburg, Carroll- 
ton, Westminster, Littlestown, Pennsylvania, and 
Two Taverns, Gettysburg, Cashtown, Grafens- 
burg, and Fayetteville, to Chambersburg. 

From Barren Creek Springs, by Quantico and 
White Haven, to Princess Ann. 

From Barren Creek Springs, by Sharptown, to 
Laurel. 

From Bel Air, by Hickory Tavern, Mill Green, 
Pylesville, Bryonsville, Pennsylvania, and Slate 
Hill, to Peach Bottom. 


From Bel Air, by Churchville and Hopewell 


Cross Roads, to Rock Run. 


From Bel Air, by Forest Hill and Cottage j 


Home, to Pylesville. 

From Broad Creek, by Queenstown, to Centre- 
ville. 

From Buckstown to Cambridge. 

From Cambridge, by Church Creek and Golden 
Hill, to Lakesville. 


From Cambridge, by Hicksburg, Big Mills, | 


Vienna, Barron Creek Springs, and Salisbury, to 
Snow Hill. 

From Charlotte Hall, by Bryantown, Beantown, 
Piscataway, Palmer’s, and Good Hope, to Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia. 

From Chestertown, by Caulk’s Field and 
Reed’s Corner, to Rock Hall. 

From Church Hill, by Long March, Temple- 
ville, and Hazlettsville, to Canterbury. 

From Cumberland, by Clarysville, Frostsburg, 
Shade-Mill, Grantsville, Addison, Somerville, 
Formington, Fayette Springs, Uniontown, Sea- 


rights, Brownsville, West Brownsville, East Beth- | 
Jehem, Beallsville, Hillsboro’, and Strabarre, to | 


Washington. 


From Clear Spring, by Green Spring Furnace, | 


to North Mountain, or to a depot on the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad. 


Cacapon Depot, ; 
Orleans, Pawpaw, Virginia, Cacaponsville, Forks | 


by Rossville, Havewood, : 


New Der- } 


il Ferry, 


i| and Whiteleysburg, to Denton. 


From Cumberland, by Dawson’s, to Western- 
ort. 
p From Cumberland, by Flint Stone, and Elbens- 
ville, to Robinsonville. 

From Davis’ Depot, by Buckeyetown, to Green- 
field Mills. 

From Cumberland, by Brady’s Mill, Western 
Port, New Creek Depot, Mount Carbon, Lan- 
allen, Franklinville, Summitville, Amblersburgh, 
Pree Forks, Tetterman, Valley Falls, Benton’s į 

and Little Station, to Wheeling. 

From Darlington, by Dublin, to Slate Hill. | 

From Davidsonville, by South River, West 
River, Tracy’s Landing, Friendship, Lower 
Marlboro’, Chestnut Hill, Huntingdon, Prince | 
Frederickton, and Port Republic, to St. Leonards. 

From Davidsonville, by Taylorsville, to Mil- 
Tersville. 

From Denton, down Fowling Creek, Upper 
Hunting Creek, New Hope, Federalsburg, Can- | 
non’s Ferry, and Seaford, to Concord, Delaware. 

From Easton, by Upper Hunting Creek, New 
Hope, Federalsburg, Cannon’s Ferry, Delaware, 
Senford, and Middleford, ‘to Concord, 

From Easton, by Hillsboro’, to Denton. 

From Easton, by Royal Oak, to St. Michael’s. , 

From Elkton, by Cherry Hill, Fair Hill, Blue j 
Ball, Brick Meeting Fouse, Rising Sun, Fountain | 
Green, Pennsylvania, Kirk’s Mills, Oak Hill, and | 
Goshen, to Chestnut Level. 


From Elkton, by Chesapeake City, Bohemia || 


Mills, Warwick, Head of Sassafras, Georgetown 
Cross Roads, Harmony, Erieville, Chestertown, 
Church Hill, Centreville, Wye Mills, Easton, | 
Trappe, and Oxford, to Cambridge. 

From Ellicott’s Mills to Clarksville. 

From Fair Hill, by Lewisville, to Kemblesville. | 

From Frederick, by Middletown, Bolivar, i 
Boonsboro’, Benevola, Funkstown, Hagerstown, | 
Conococheague, Clear Spring, Indian Springs, and | 
Millstone Point, to Hancock. f 

From Frederick, by Walkersville, Woodsboro’, | 
Ladiesburg, Middleburg, Bruceville, Taneytown, | 
Piney Creek, Littlestown, Pennsylvania, McSher- 
rystown, to Hanover. 

From Monocacy Bridge to Frederick. 

From Frederick to Jefferson. 

From Frederick, by Mount Pleasant, Liberty- 
town, Unionville, Oak Orchard, Sam’s Creek, 
New Windsor, Wakefield, and Warfieldsburg, to 
Westminster. 

From Frederick, by Mechanicstown and St. 
Mary’s College, to Em anitsburg. 

From Frederick, by Utica Mills, Creagerstown, 
Graceham, Emmitsburg, and Greenmount, Penn- 
sylvania, to Gettysburg. 

From Georgetown, by Seneca Mills, Poolsville, 
Edward’s Ferry, Barnesville, to Harper’s Ferry, 
Virginia. | 

From Glen Rock, by Hetrick’s and Kroh’s 
Mills, to Manchester. 

From Glymont to Port Tobacco. 

From Hagerston, by Chewsville, Cavetown, 
Smithsburg, Foxville, Sabillisville, and Mechan- 
icstown, to Graceham, 

From Hagerstown, by Lappon’s Cross Roads, 
to Bakersville. 

From Hanover, by McSherrystown, to Get- 
tysburg. 

From Head of Sassafras, by Millington, Sud- 
lersville, Long March, Bridgeton, Greensboro’, 


From Jarretsville, by Lagrange Iron Works | 
and Pilesville, to Slate Hill. | 

From Laurel Factory, by Drayton, Landy; 
Spring, and Olney, to Brookville. 

From Leonardtown, by Great Mills, Park Hall, 
and St, Inigoes, to Ridge. 

From Littlestown, by McSherrystown, to Han- 
over. 

From Magnolia, by Gunpowder Upper Falls | 
and Jerusalem Mills, to Fallston. | 

From Magnolia, by Abingdon and Emerton, to | 
Bel Air. j 

From Middletown to Wolfsville. 

From Monrovia, by Newmarket, New Lon- | 
don, Libertytown, Unionville, and Johnsville, to | 
Middleburg. 

From Mount Airy to Damascus. i 

From New Market to Gotchett’s Ferry, in Dor- 
chester county. 

From Parkton, by Weisesburg, to Flereford. 

From Perryville, by Port Deposit and Rock || 


| Welby, Piscataway, 


Run, to Darlington. ‘ 


From Piscataway, by Beantown, Bryantown, 

and Charlotte Hall, to Leonardtown. 
prom Port Tobacco, by Bryantown, to Ben- 
edict. 

From Port Tobacco, by Partnership, Hill Top, 
to Nanjemoy. 

From Port Tobacco, by Allen’s Fresh, New- 
port, Chaptico, and Saint Clement’s Bay, to Leon- 
ardtown. 

From Poplar Creek, by Lisbon, to Cooksville. 

From Potter’s Mill to Wheeling. 

From Princess Ann, by Kingston, to Bell 
Mount. 

From Beantown to Duffield. 

From Reistertown, by Uppereo, Hampstead, 
Manchester, Hanover, Pennsylvania, Hampton, 
Round Hill, York Sulpher Springs, and Paper- 
town, to Carlisle. 

From Rockville, by Darnestown, Dawsonville, 
and Poolesville, to Barnesville. 

From Saint Michael’s to Bay Hundred. 

From Salisbury, by Dickerson’s Cross Roads 
and Whaleysville, to Berlin. 


From Slate Hill, by Bryansville and Castle 


|| Fin, to McCall’s Ferry. 


From Somerfield, Pennsylvania, to Selbysport, 
Maryland. 

From Snow Hill, 
Princess Ann. 

From Tracy’s Landing, by Bristol, to Dun-kirk. 

From Tetterman to Saint Mary’s. 

From Uniontown to New Windsor. 

From Unity, by Triadelphia, Mathew’s Store, 
and Cooksville, to Hood’s Mills. 

From Upper Marlboro’, by Nottingham, Bran- 


by Nasaingo Furnace, to 


| dywine, Horse Head, Aquasco, Benedict, and 


Charlotte Hall, to Chaptico. 

From Washington, District of Columbia, to 
Georgetown. 

From Washington, by Anacostia, Mount 
and Duffield, to Port Tobacco. 

From Washington, District of Columbia, by 
Anacostia, Mount Welby, Long Old Fields, 
Maryland, Upper Marlboro’, Queen Anne, to 
Davidsonville. 

From Washington, District of Columbia, by 
Cottage, Maryland, to Colesville. 

From Washington, District of Columbia, by 
Georgetown, Tennally Town, Locust Grove, 
Rockville, Maryland, Forest Oak, Middle Brook, 
Clarksburg, Hyattstown, and Urbana, to Fred- 
erick. . 

From Westerman’s Mills, by Sweet Air, to 
Long Green Academy. 

From Westminster, by Frizleburgh, Union- 
town, Taneytown, and Bridgeport, to Emmitts- 
burg. 

From Westminster, by Union Mills, to Lit- 
tlestown. 

From Weverton, by Brownsville, to Bohrers- 
ville. 

From Weverton, by Petersville and Burketts- 
ville, to Bohrersville. 

From White Haven, to Realsville, Somerset 
county. { 

From White Hall, by Stablersville, on the Bal- 
timore and Susquehanna railroad, and Buckstone, 
to Gorsuch’s Mills. 

From White Hall, by Shaweville and Taylor, 
to Jarrettsville. 

From Williamsport to Hagerstown. 


Delaware.—From Canterbury, by Berrytown, 
Masten’s Corner, Vernon, Burrsvile, Maryland, 
to Denton. 

From Cantwell’s Bridge, by Middletown and 
Warwick, to Cecilton. 

From Cumberland, by Flint-Stone and Elbins- 
ville, to Robisonville. 

From Dagsboro’, by Blackwater, Hall’s Store, 
to Tunnell’s Stores 

From Georgetown, by Concord, Laurel, Salis- 
bury, Maryland, Forktown, and Upper Trappe, 
to Princess Anne. 

From Georgetown, by Millsboro,’ Dagsboro’, 
Selbyville, St. Martin’s, Maryland, Berlin, New- 
ark, Snow Hill, Sandy Hill, Horntown, Virginia, 
Chincotoogue, Modesttown, Metompkin, Acco- 
mack Court-House, Onancock, Pungoteague, 
Bellehaven, Franktown, and Johnsontown, to 
Eastville. 

From Millsboro’, by Angola, to 

From Millsboro’, by Gumboro’, 
ville, Maryland. 


Lewes. 
to Whaleys- 


1854. 


‘THE CONGRESSIO 


From Milford, by Williamsville, Bridgeville, 
Horsey’s Cross Roads, Federalsburgh,.and East 
New Market, to Cambridge. 

From Miiford, by Cedar Creek and Draw 
Bridge, to Lewes. 

From Newark, by Cook's Bridge, Glasgow, 
Summit Bridge, Middletown, and Warwick, to 
Cecilton. 

From Red Lion to Summit 
From Smyrna to Leipsic. 
p From St. George’s, by Delaware City, to Port 

enn. 

From Wilmington, by Newcastle, Chippewa, 
Red Lion, St. George’s, McDonough, Cantwell’s 
Bridge, Black Bird, Smyrna, Dover, Camden, 
Canterbury, Frederica, Milford, and Milton, to 
Georgetown. 

From Wilmington, by Loveville, New Garden, 
Pennsylvania, Avondale, and Chatham, to Coch- 
ransville. 

From Wilmington to Newcastle. 


Bridge. 


Virginia.—From Abingdon, by Poor Hill, Ten- 
nessee, Holston Valley, and Rockhold’s, to Eliz- 
abethtown, 

From Abingdon, by Holston and Hansonville, 
to Lebanon. 

From Abingdon, by Clear Branch, Three 
Springs, Mill Point, Arcadia, and Block House, 
to Estillville, 

From Abingdon, by Ravensnest, Craig’s, Kin- 
derhook, and Rocky Point, to Estillville. 

From Abingdon, by North Fork, Huyster’s 
Gap; Holston River, and Saltville, to Tazewell 
c. H. 


From Accomac C. H., by Locustville, to Locust 
Mount, 

From Aldie to Snickersville. 

From Alexandria, by Accatink and Occuquan, 
to Dumfries. 

From Alexandria to Theological Seminary. 

From Alexandria, by Fall’s Church and Re- 
publican Mills, to Dranesville. 

From Alexandria, by Mount Pierce, Anandale, 
Chantilly, Pleasant Valley, Arcola, Aldie, Mid- 
dleburg, and Upperville, to Paris. 

From Alexandria, by Fairfax Station, Sang- 
ster’s Station, Burke’s Station, Manassas’s Sta- 
tion, Catlett, Walnut, Branch Depot, Beallton, 
Millville, Brandy Station, Culpepper C. H., 
Mitchell’s Station, Rapid Ann Station, and Orange 
C. H., to Gordonsville. 

From Amelia C. H., by Dennisville and Fin- 
ney’s Mills, to Namozine. 

From Appomattox Depot, by Skin Quarter, to 
Winterpock. 

From Appomattox Depot, by Elk Hill, Lodore, 
Painesville, and Rodophil, to Deatonsville, Ame- 
lia county. 

From Allegan Springs, by Huffsville, to Simp- 
son’s, in Floyd county. 

From Aylett’s, by Acquinton, Piping Tree Fer- 
ry, Rumford Academy, and King William C. H., 
to Lanesville. 

From Arnoldsburg to the Three Forks of Sandy 

From Aquia, by Garrisonville and Stafford C. 
H., to Railroad. 

From Ashton’s Mills to Lauck’s Cross Roads. 

From Back Creek Valley, by High View and 
Yellow Springs, to Capon Springs. 

From Balcony Falls, by National Bridge, Dag- 
ger’s Springs, Clifton Forge, Alum Rock, and 
Covington, to Callaghan’s. 

From Barracksville, by Hoodsville, Gray’s 
Flat, Bassnettsville, and Jake’s Run, to Blacks- 
ville. 

From Beatty’s Mills, down the South Fork of 
Fishing Creek, and down Indian Creek, to Rip- 
ley’s, in the county of Tyler. ’ 

From Bentleysville, by Mount Laurel and 
Whitesville, to Providence. 

From Berkley Springs, by Smith’s Cross 
Roads, to Oakland. : A 

From Berkley Springs to Valley Springs, in 
Morgan county. . 

From Berkley Springs to Walling’s Mills, on 
Sleepy Creek, in Morgan county. 

From Beverly, by Leadsville, Barker’s Settle- 


ment, Burnesville, Phillipa, Nelson, Overfield, and | 


Grass, to Clarksburg. i 
From Bickley ’s Mills, by Guest’s Station, the 

Pond, and Three Forks, to Turkey Cove. , 
From Big Lick, by Boone’s Milis and Goggins- 

ville, to Rocky Mount. 


From Blacksburg, by Pepper’s Ferry, to New- 


bern. 

From Boone Court-House to 
ming C. H. 

From Black Walnut, by Hyco, Mayo, Har- 
mony, Woodsdale, North Carolina, and Wil- 
liamsville, to Roxboro’. > 

From Bowling Green, by Turner’s Store and 
White Chimneys, to Mongohie. 

From Bowling Green, by Sparta and Central 
Point, to Newtown. f 

From Bowling Green, by Trappeand Port Con- 
way, to King George C. H. ` 

From Bowling Green to Milford. 

From Boydton to Clarkesville. 

From Boydton, by Christiansville, Yatesville, 
Rehoboth, Lunenburg C H., and Macfarland’s, 
to Black’s. 

From Braxton C. H., by Holly, Fork Lick; 
Stroud’s Glades, and Beaver C. H., to Nicholas 


From Braxton C. H., by Holly River, Middle- 
ort, Fork Lick, Sand Run, Stroud’s Glades, and 
aurel Creek, to Braxton C. H. 

From Braxton C. H., by Flatwood, Bulltown, 
Freland, Bennett’s Mills, Collin’s Settlement, and 
Bush’s Mills, to Weston. 

From Braxton C. H., by Rocky Camp, Birch- 
town, Big Ouer, and Newion, to Clendenin, 

From Brentsville, 
Bellefair Mills. 

From Broadford to Tazewell Court House. 

From Buckhannon, by French Creek and 
Frenchton, to Bennett’s Mills. 

From Buckhannon, by Harker’s Creek, New 
Saiem, West Milford Turnpike, Janelew, Kinch- 
eloe’s Creek to its head, and down the Green 
Brier, to West Union. 

From Buckland, by Auburn and St. Stephens, 
to Weaversville. 

From Buckland, by Haymarket, Thoroughfare, 
and The Plains, to Salem, Fauquier. 

From Buckingham Court 
Vinco, Glennmore, Diana Mills, and Virginia 
Mills, to New Canton, in Buckingham county. 

From Buford’s, by Blue Ridge, to Fincastle. 

From Burkesville to Jeffry ’s Store. 

From Buford’s Depot to Buckhannon. 

From Buffalo Gap, by Bill’s Valley, Milboro’ 


Ginseng, Wyo- 


| Springs, to Clifton Forge. 


From Boffalo Gap, by Estelline Furnace, Bell’s 
Valley, and Panther Gap, to Milboro’ Springs. 

From Cabell Court House to Ashland. 

From Callahan’s to Sweet Springs. 

From Campbell Court House, by Pigeon Run, 
Marysville, and Green Hill, to Brookneal. 


From Cassville, up Sandy and Tug Fork rivers, | 


by William Radcliff’s, Vinton’s Store, Mouth of 
Pond, Denniss’s, Reed’s, and Bartley Rose’s, to 
Roark’s Gap. 

From Capon Bridge to Hook’s Mills. 

From Capon Bridge, by Cold Stream, to Bloom- 
ery. 

From Capon Bridge, by Dillon’s Run, Smith's 
Gap, and North River Meeting-House, to Fabius. 

From Cedar Grove Mills to Timber Ridge. 

From Cedarville to Emory. 

From Centreville to Sangster’s Station. 

From Chapmansville, by Fall’s Mills and 
Cabell C. H., to Guyandotte. 

From Chancellorsville to Richardsville. 

From Chancellorsville, by Todds, to Daniels- 
ville, 


From Charles City C. H. to Upperson’s Store. | 


From Charleston, by Rippon, to Berrysville. 

From Charlestown to Kabletown. f 

From Charlotte C. H., by Rough Creek, Red 
House, Falling Bridge, and Mount Zion, to 
Campbell C. H. 


From Charlotte C. H., by Aspen Wall, Cub | 


Creek, and Brookneal, to Green Hill. 

From Charlotte C. H. to Dasherville. 

From Charlotte C. H., by Watkin’s Store, 
Williesburg, Red Oak Grove, and Oakley, to 
Clarkesville. 

From Charlotte C. H. to Roanoke Bridge. 

From Charlottesville, by Hydraulic Mills, Ear- 


i leysville, Free Union, Millington, Moreman’s | 


River, Brown’s Cove, Port Republic, Mount 
Meridian, Rockland Mills, and Cross Keys, to 
Harrisonburg. 

From Charlottesville, by Garland’s, Covesville, 
Lovingston, Rose Mills, New Glasgow, Amherst 
C. H., and Cool Weil, to Lynchburg. 


by Independent Hill, to | 


ouse, by Mount | 


i 


| 


i| Brandonviile, 


-From Charlottesvil H 
Mechum’s River, Yancey’s Mills; 
‘Wainesboro’, and Fishersville, to Staunton, 
From Charlottesville, by Carter's. Brida 
Scottsville. DEA m AT PEs 
From Charlottesville'to University of Vir 
From Chatham Hill to Marion. 2. : 


From Clarksburg, by Quiet ‘Dell, Romi 


Mills, Peeltree, Peck’s Run, and Carper’s Store, 
to Buchannon, o i Aa Bath day DETE 
From Clarksburg, by Grass Land, Overfield, 


Melon, Phillipa, 
ville, to Beverly. ; een 

From Clarksburg, by Bridgeport, -Boothsville, 
Fairmont, Riversville, Meredith ’s Tavern, Laurel 
Point, Amittaville, Morgantown, Uffington, Stew- 
artstown, fce’s Ferry, Spring Hill Fufnace, Penna 
sylvania, Smithfield, and Moore’s Cross Roads, 
to Uniontown. bgt eas 

From Clarksburg, by Reynoldsville, New Sa- 
lem, West Union, Greenwood, Pennsboro’, 
Schumla, Goose Neck, and Still water, to Parkers- 
burg; and from Pennsboro’, by St, May’s, and 
Newport, to Marietta, Ohio, oe Te 

From Clarksburg, by Lumberport, to Shinns= 
ton. 

From Clarksburg, by West Milford, Logt 
Creek, and Janelew, to Weston. — : 

From Clarksville, by White House and. Blue 
Wing, North Carolina, to Roxboro’. 

From Cherrystone to Capersville, by Sea View 
and Bay View. : 
From Christiansburg, by Blacksburg, to New- 
port, x 

From Christiansburg, by Childress’s Store, 
Humility, Snowville, and Reed Island, to Jack- 
son’s Ferry, 

From Christiansburg to Floyd C. H.  - 

From Clendenin, by Valley of Sandy and Otter 
Creek, to Braxton C., H. 

From Clintonville, by Big Creek, Snow Hill, 
and-Fowler’s Knob, to Nicholas C.. H. 

From Cobb’s Creek to Matthew’s CH, st 

From Columbia, by Wilmington, Palmyra, and ` 
Union Mills, to Kesnick Depot. BS e weeps 

From Cold Stream to North River Mills,’ . 

From Cotton’s Store, by Knob Fork, Willow, 
and Randolph, to New Martinsville, in Wetzel 
county. 

From Conrad’s Store, by McGaheyaville, Port 
Republic, Mount Meridian, New Hope, and Her- 
mitage, to Waynesborough. 7: 

From Cranberry Summit, by Gusemcen’s Store, 
and Harnodsburg, to Farmingdale, 


Barker’s Settlement; and Leads- 


Pennsylvania. i 

i, From Culpepper ©. H., by Waylandsburg, to 
eon. N 
From Culpepper C. H., by Colvin’s Tavern, 

Locust Dale, Madison Mills, and Orange C. H;; 


i| to Gordonsville. 


From Culpepper C. H., by Eldorado, Castle- 
ton, Laurel Mills, Rock Mills, Washington, Flint 
Hill, and Black Rock, to Front Royal. 

From Culpepper C. H., by Griffinsburgh, Bos- 
ton, State Mills, and Woodville, to Sperry ville. 

From Culpepper C. H., by Rixeyville, to Oak 
Shade. 


From Cumberland C. H., by Gravel Hilland 
Diana Mills, to Scottsville. 

From Cumberland ©. H., by Caria, Curdsville, 
and New Store, to Clover Hill. 

From Danville, by Pleasant Gap, Whitewell, 
Swansonville, Calland’s, Dickinson’s, and Glade 
Hill, to Rocky Mount. 

From Danville, by Bachelor’s Hill, Cascade, 
and frisburg, to Martinsville. 

From Davis’s Mills, by Fancy Grove, and Al- 
exander Leftwick’s, in Bedford county, to Ber- 
ger’s Store, in Pittsylvania county. 

From Dinwiddie C. H., by Ritchieville, to 
Goodwinsville. . 

From Dragon Ordinary, (Glenn’s,) by Scuffle- 
town, and G. W. Simond’s Store, to Matthews 
C. H 


From Dumfries to Independent Hill. f 

From Emaus to Payton’s Store, in Franklin 
county. - ` 

From East river to Princeton. 

From Evansville, by Fellowsville, Dunnelton, 
Kingwood, Allbright, Mnddy Creek, Valley 
Point, Bruceton-Mills, and Brandonville, to Som- 
erfield. ; 

From Evanaville, by Nestorville and Glady 
Creek, to Phillipa. . 
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From Estiliville, by Stock Creek, Rye Cove, | 
Pattonaville, Stickleysville, Powell’s Mountain, 
Shaver’s Creek, Jonesville, Rose Hill, and Walnut 
Hil, to Cumberland Gap, Kentucky. | 

From Estillville, by Stock Creek, to Pattons- | 
ville, 

From Estillville, by Quillensville and Nicholas- | 
ville, to Grassy Creek, 

From Estillville to Kingsport. - 

From Fairfax C. H., by Fall’s Church, Baily’s | 
Cross Roads, and Brixton, to Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

From Fairmont, by Mill Falls and Worthing- 
ton, to Shinnston. 
` From Fairmont, by P 


alatine, Sarietta, Prunty- 
town, Simpson’s Creek, Pleasant Creek, Phillips, | 
Barker’s Settlement, and Leadsville, to Beverly. 

From Fairmont, by Farmington, Blackshires, | 
Mannington, Beatty’s Mills, Pine Grove, and | 
Porler’s Falls, to New Martinsville. 

From Fairfield to Brownsburg. 

From Fancy-Hill to Thompson’s Landing. 

From Fancy- [ill to Lexington. 

From Farmville, by Prince Edward cC. H, 
Midway Inn, Roanoke Bridge, Charlotte C. H., 
Midland, Providence, Halifax ©. H., Rogersville, 
Bloomsburg, and Cunningham’s Store, North 
Carolina, to Milton. 

From Farmville, by Jamestown, to Deatons- 
ville, H 

From Farmville, by Paine’s Tavern, Lang- 
horne’s Tavern, Cumberland C. H., Oak Forrest, | 
and Cartersville, to Pemberton. 

From Farmville, by Curdesville, to Bucking- | 
ham ©. H. 

From Farmville, by Hampden, Sydney Col- | 
lege, to Prince Edwards C. H, | 

From Farmville, by Prospect, Walker’s | 
Church, Clover Hill, Sprout Spring, Concord, ' 
and Selma, to Lynchburg. 

From Fearneville to Smithfield. 

From Fincastle, by Craig’s Creek, New Castle, 
Sinking Creek, Midway, Simmonsville, Level 
Green, Newport, Macksburg, Pembroke, Pearis- 
burg, Bell Point, East River, Bethel, Bluestone, 
Springville, Tazewell ©. H., Knobb, Maiden 
Spring, Elk-Garden, Rosedale, Lebanon, Dickin- 
sonville, Grassy-Creek, Osborn’s Ford, Stony 
Creek, Rye Cove, Pattonsville, Stickleysville, | 
Powell Mountain, Jonesville, Rose Hill, and 
Walnut Hill, to Cumberland Gap. 

From Fincastle, by Amsterdam, Clover Dale, 
Big Lick, Salem, Lafayette, Shawsville, Chris- jj 
tiansburg, Lovely Mount, Newbern, and Draper’s 
Valley, to Wytheville. 

From Fincastle, by Junction’s Store and Rich 
Patch, to Covington. | 

From Fincastle, by Tinker Knob, Catawba, || 
and McDonald’s Mill, to Blacksburg. 

From Fincastle, by Craig’s Creek, Middle | 
Mountain, Mountain Hause, Red Sweet Springs, 
and Sweet Springs, to White Sulphur Springs. 

From Flat Rock, by Elk Hill, Amelia C. H., 


i| Point, and Punteague Landing, 


and Jetersville, to Deatonville. 

From Fleetwood Academy, by Bruington, | 
Walkerton, Stevensville, Carlton’s Store, King | 
and Queen C. H., Little Plymouth, Shackleford, 
Plain View, and Wood’s Cross Roads, to Glou- 
cester C. H. 

From Floyd C. H., by Indian Valley, Willis’s 
Ridge, Greasy Creek, and Drug Spur, to Hillsville. 

From Florence, Pennsylvania, by Commets- 
burg and Fairview, Virginia, to Wellsville, Ohio, | 

From the Forks of Fish Creek to Woodlands. || 

From Forest Depot, by Ivy Creek Mills, Lone i 
Pine, Davy’s Store, and Charlemont, to Big Isl- || 
and. i 

From Foxville, by Millview, Wheatley, Pine 7 
View, Morrissville, New Brighton, to Foxville. | 

From Foxviile, by Warrenton, to Jefferson. i 

From Franklin, by Oak Flat and Mount Clin- || 
ton, to Harrisonburg, 

From Franklin, by Crab Bottom, Monterey; 
and Wilsonville, to Bath Court- House. t 

From Franklin, by Doe Hill, McDowell, Clover |: 
Creek, Williamsville, and Green Valley, to Mill- | 
boro’ Springs. 

From Frederickshall, by Gilboa, Cuckooville, | 
Thompson’s Cross Roads, Hadensville, and Fife’s, H 
to Pemberton. 

From Fredericksburg, by Falmouth, Hartwood, 
Spottedville, Somerville, Elk Run, Bristerburg, 
and Weaversville, to Catlett. 

From Fredericksburg, by Chancellorsville, Wil- 


f 
| 
| 
i 


i 
| 
! 
i 
i 


| burg, Aspen 


derness, Germanna, Shepherd’s Grove, and Ste- 
vensburg, to Culpepper Court-H ouse. 

From Fredericksburg, by Rappahannock Acad- 
‘emy, Port Royal, Loretta, Occupacia, Lloyd’s, 
Rexburg, and Mount Landing, to Tappahannock. 

From Fredericksburg, by Port Royal, Port 
Conway, Leeds, Tappahannock, Urbana, Merry 
to Baltimore, Ma- 
ryland. : 

From Fredericksburg, 
Clifton. 

From Fredericksburg, by Spotsylvania C. H., 
Mount Pleasant, Thornsburg, Lewis’s Store, and 
Harris, to Frederickshall. 

Feom Fredericksburg, by King George C.H., 
Edge Hill, Millville, Oak Grove, Forneswood, 


by Monteithville, to 


Montross, Noming Grove, and Lyell’s Store, to 


Warsaw. 

From Fredericksburg to Falmouth. 

From Freeport, by Newark, Wirt ©. H., 
Reedy, Ripple, Zacksville, Sandy, to Jackon C. 


From Front Royal, by Hambaugh’s, Benton- | 


ville, Cedar Point, Hope Mills, Luray, Long 
Meadow, Honeyville, Grove Hill, and Shenan- 
doah fron Works, to Conrad’s Store. 

From Gauley’s Bridge, by Colton Hill, Fay- 
etteville, Loop, Raleigh C. H., Shady Springs, 
Jumping Branch, Pack’s Ferry, and Mouth of 
Indian, to Sulphur Springs. 

From German Settlement, by Western Ford, to 
Leadsville. 

From Girardstown, by Mill Creek, Drakesville, 
and Arden, to Martinsburg. 

From Girardstown to Glengary. 

+ From Glengary to Washington Anger’s Store, 
in Morgan county. 

From Gleunmore to Howardsville. 

From Glenville, by Cox’s Mills, Bone Creek, 
Oxford, Lawson’s Store, and White Oak, to 
Ritchie C. H. 

From Glennville, by Townsend Mills, to Stout’s 
Mills, in Gilmore county. 


From Gordonsville, by Barboursville, Stoney j 


Point, and Rackersville, to Stanardsville. 


From Gordonsville, by Barboursville and Daw- | 


sonville, to Stanardsville, 

From Gordonsville, by Somerset, Jacksonville, 
Madison C. H., Creighlersville, and Marksville, 
to New Market. 

From Grayson C. H., by Peach Bottom, Inde- 
pendence, Bridle Creek, Mouth of Wilson, and 
Nathan’s Creek, North Carolina, to Jefferson, 


Creek, Blue Spring, and Rye Valley, to Marion. 


From Grayson C. H. to Scull Camp, North | 


Carolina. 
From Greenville to Middlebrook. 
From Greenwood Depot, by Brookeville, Moun- 


From Greenwood Depot, by Brookesville, 
Greenfield, Rock Fish, Mount Horeb, to Cov- 
ington and Variety Mills,to Tye River Ware- 
house. 

From Groveton, by Bristoe Station, to Brents- 


From Guyandotte, by South Landing and Sav- 


age Grant, to Catleusbiirg, Kentucky. 


sylvania C. H. 

From Halifax C. H., by 
burg, Mount Carmel, and 
ton. 

From Hansonville, by Willow Springs and 
Dickinsonville, to Buckley’s Mills. 
From Hallsboro’, by Powhatan, to Ballsville. 


Rogersville, Blooms- 


From Harrisonburg, by Greenmount, Edom, ; 


Bowman’s Mills, Brock 
to New Market. 
From Harrisonburg, by Deyton, Bridgewater, 


’s Gap, and Timberville, 


ii Mount Solon, Parnassus, and Long Glade, to 


Staunto 
From 
Mills, and Mount Meridian, to Port Republic. 
From Hicksford, by Pumpkin, Drewryaville, 
and Jerusalem, to Frankfort Depot. 


n. 


} 


From Freeport, by McKinney’s, to Ritchie C. |! 


1 


if 
if 


i 
H 


i 


Cunningham, to Mil- i 


From Halifax C. H., by Mead viile, Peytons- H 
Grove, and Spring Garden, to Pitt- 


i 


t 


li 


i 


t 


a : || Oaks, Green Plains, 
; Erom Hicksford, by Ryland’s Depot, Green || Gholsonville, Virginia, 
| Plaine, North Carolina, and Summit, to Gaston. Lawrenceville. 


} 
i 


, Lewisville, Loch Leven, 


Harrisonburg, by Cross Keys, Rockland il re 


| Bridge, Pleasant 


From Hicksford to Stony Mount. 

From Hicksford, by Stony Mount, Lawrence- 
ville, Diamond Grove, Tanner’s Store, Lombardy 
Grove, and Union Level, to Boydton. 

From Hornstown to Chincoteague. 

From Elillsville, by the Glades and Piper’s Gap, 
to Grayson C. H. 

From Hopkins’s Store to Salt Sulphur Springs, 
in Monroe county. 

From Howardsville, by Good win’s Church and 
Mount Vineo, to Buckingham C. H. 

From Howardsville, by Turnpike Road, to 


i Middlebrook, Augusta county. 


From Huntersville, by Marlin’s Bottom, Edray, 
Stony Creek, Oldfield, Fork of Elk, Big Spring, 
Mingo Flat, and Salina, to Huttonsville. 

From Huntersville to Bath C. H. 

From Jackson C. H., by Reedyville and New 


| California, to Henrie’s Fork. 


From Jackson C. H., by Deer Lick, Buffato, 
Pliny, and Upland, to Mud Bridge. 

From Jackson C. H., by Angerona and Moore’s 
Mills, to Apple Grove. 

From Jacksonville, (Floyd C. H.,) by Buffalo 
Mountain, to intersect the Taney Gap road from 


| Hillsville, to Mountain Eddy, (Mount Airy, 


North Carolina.) 

From Janelew to W. H. Browning’s, in Upshur 
county. 

From Jarrett’s, by Poplar Mount, 
Ordinary. 

From Jeffrey’s Store, 


to Smoky 


by Laurel Hill, Double 
Grove, Haleysburg, Dupree’s 
Old Store, Wylliesburg, Bentleyville, and Scotts- 
burg, to Halifax ©. H. 

From Jetersvilleto Pride’s Church, by Deatons- 


|; ville. 


From Jeffersonton, by Amissville, Gaines’s 
Cross Roads, and Washington, to Sperryville. 

From Junction, by Verdon, Beaver Dam Depot, 
Second Turnout, Frederick’s Hall, Tolersville, 
Louisa C. H., Trevillian’s Depot, Gordonsville, 
Bentivoglio, Cobham, Keswick Depot, Shadwell, 
Charlottesville, University of Virginia, Wood- 
ville Depot, Mechum’s River, and Greenwood 
Denot, to Staunton. i 

From Jerusalem, by Francisville, North Caro- 
lina, to Jackson, North Carolina. 

From Jonesville to Tazewell, ‘Tennessee. 

From Kanawha C. H., by Lenn’s Creek, Pey- 
tona, Ballardsville, Hewittsville, and Chapmans- 
ville, to Logan C. H. 

From Kanawha C. H., by the Upper Falls of 
Coal River, Griffithsville, Hamlin, Falls of Guy- 


| andotte, and Adkinsville, to Wayne C. H. 
From Grayson C. H., by Spring Valley, Elk | 


From Kanawha C. H., by Coalsmouth, Mount 
Salem, Mud Bridge, and Cabell C. H., to Guyan- 
dotte. 

From Kanawha C. H., by Jarrets’s Ford, 
Clendenin, Walton, Henrie’s Fork, Arnoldsburg, 


f ; and Steer Creek, to Glenville. 
tain Top, Waynesboro’, and Fishersville, to ji 
| Staunton. 


From Kanawha C. H., by Pocotaligo and Sis- 
sonville, to Jackson C. H. 

From Kanawha C. H., by Mouth of Poca, 
Wainut Grove, Winfield, Red House Shoals. 
Buffalo, Frazier’s Bottom, and Cologne, to Point 
Pleasant. 

From Kelleysville to Brandy Station. 

From Kerneysville to Shepherdstown. 

From Kerneysville, by Leetown, to Middleway. 

From Kingwood, by Salt Lick Falls, to Ger- 
man Seulement. 

From Kingwood, by Decker’s Creek, to Mor- 
gantown. 

From Kilmarnock to White Stone. 

From Keysville Depot, by County Line Cross 
Roads, to Darlington Heights. 

From King George C.H. to Hampstead, in King 
George county. 

From Leading Creek to Glenville. 

From Lebanon to Sand Lick, 

From Lebanon, by Nash’s Ford, New Garden, 
Richlands, Cedar Bluff, and Baptist Valley, to 
Tazewell C. HH. 

From Lawrenceville, by Diamond Grove, 
Brickland, Non-Inter- 
Whittle’s Mills, South 
d Forkville, to Law- 


vention, Columbia Grove, 
Hill, Crichton’s Store, an 
neeville. 

From Lawrenceville to Burntville. 

From Lawrenceville, by Powellton, Pleasant 
North Carolina, Summit, 
and White Plains, to 


a 


‘ington. 


Ford, and Taylor’s Store, to Rocky Mount. 
and hence, by Coal River Marshes, to Raleigh 
C. H. 


From Logan C. H., by Guyan River; Chap- || 
. mansville, Falls Mills, and Cabel C. H., to Guy- 


oye 
‘Morrisonville, and Wheatland, to Lovettsville. 


‘of Seneca, and Harper’s Mills, to Crab Bottom. 


„vania C. H., to Danville. 


1854. 


From. Lawrenceville, by Burntville,:Sturgėon- 
ville, Kennedy’s, Jonesboro’, Oral Oak, Watts- 
boro’, Barry ’s Bridge, and Drapersville, to Boyd- 
ton. ; 

From Leesburg, by. Hughsville, Circleville, 
Philmont, Bloomfield, and Unison, to. Middle- 
burg. s 

From Leesburg, by Waterford, Wheatland, 
Hillsboro’, and Neersville, to Harper’s Ferry. 

From Leesburg to. Point of Rocks, Maryland. 

From Lewisburg, by Bunger’s Mills, Clinton- 
ville, Meadow Bluff, Locust Lane, Pleasant Hill, 
Mountain Cove, Gauley Bridge, Paint Creek, 
Shrewsbury, and Kanawha Saline, to Kanawha 


From Lewisburg, by Brownsville, Frankford, 
Maysville, Falling Spring, Little Level, Academy, 
and Mill Point, to. Huntersville. 

From Lewisburg, by Marshallsville, Blug Sul- 
phur Springs, Rocky Hill, Bowyer’s Knob, to 
Fayetteville. 

From Lewisburg, by Blue Sulphur Springs, 
Raleigh C. H., Wyoming C. H., Logan ©. H., 
Chapmanville, and Falls of Guyandotte, to Bar- 
boursville. 

r From Lewis’s Store, ‘by Harris, to Fredericks- 
all. 

From Lexington, by Thompson’s Landing and 
Gilmer’s Mills, to Balcony Falls. 

From Lexington, by Colliertown, to Pattons- 
burg, in Botetourt county. 

From Lexington, by Kenn’s Creek, Alum 
Springs, and Millsborough Springs, to Bath Alum. 

From Lexington, by Turnpike Road, to Cov- 


From Liberty, by Bunker Hill, Body Camp, 
Wade’s, Davis Mills, Hendrick’s Store, Hale’s 


From Logan C. H., by Rich Creek, to Ginseng, 


andotte, i 
From Louisa C. H., by Mansfield, Andrew's, 

Twyman’s Store, Orange Springs, Thornhill, and 

Ellisville, to Louisa C. H 
From Lovettaville to Barry. 
From Lovettsville, by H 


sville, Bolington, 


From Love’s Mills, by White Top, to Hilton. 

From Lovingston, by Roseland, to Piedmont. 

From Lumberport, by Wallace, Shirley, and 
Ripley, to Middlebourne. 

From Luney’s Creek, by Upper Tract, mouth 

From Luray to Valleysbarg. . 

From Lynchburg, by Campbell C. H., Yellow 
Branch, Castle Craig, Ward’s Bridge, Hill Grove, | 
Chalk Level, and Robertson’s Store, and Pittsyl- | 


From Lynchburg, by Forest Depot, Pierce- 
ville, Liberty, Lisbon, Oak Mudge, Buford’s, 
Fluke’s, and Stoner’s Store, to Big Lick. ; 

From Lynchburg, by Dagger’s Springs, Clif- 
ton Forge, Alum Rock, and Covington, to Cal- 
laghan’s. raat. 

From Lynchburg, by Elon, to Pedlar’s Mills. 


From Madison C. H., by Rapid Arno,Graves’s |; 


Mills, and Criglersville, to Madison C. H. 
From Madison C. H., by Criglersville,Graves’s 
Mills, and Marksville, to Luray. 


From Maysville, by Cherry Bottom, to Browns- j 


ville. 

From Maysville to Scragg’s, Clintonville, on 
the James River, and Kanawha Turnpike. 

From Mannington, by Pergamen and Bess- | 
ville, to Lumberporrt, in Harrison county. : 

From Manassas’s Station, by Gainesville, Hay- 
market, Thoroughfare, The Plains, Salem, Fau- 
quier, and Rectortown Station, to Piedmont Sta- 
tion. 

From Meadow Bluff, by Blue Sulphur Springs, 
Palestine, and Egypt, to Red Sulphur Springs. 

From Mercer C. H. to Princeton. 

From Mechanicsburg, by Kimberlin Rock Gap, 
Clear Fork Valley, and Cove Creek, to Peery’s 
Store. 

From Meredith’s Tavern, by Palestine, to Mor- 
gan’s Ridge. . j 

From Martinsville, by Rough and Ready Mille, j; 
Prunty, and Elamsville, to Rock Castle. 

From. Martinsville, by Shady Grove, Snow |; 
Creek, Dickinson, Union Hall, Gill’s Creek, Ka- l} 


| sey’s, Fancy Grove, and: 


| ville, Brake’s Run, and Eyman’s Run, to Luney’s | 
| Creek, in Hardy county. 


Davis’s: Mills, to. Lib- 
erty. - $ oes 

From Middletown, 
Royal. ; f ae 

From Middletown, by Rectortown, Piedmont, 
Moreland, Leed’s Manor, and Markham Station, 
to Manassas Gap. f E 

From Milford, by Port Royal and Port Con- 
way, to King George C. H ; : 

From Millwood to Berryville. 

From Millwood to Milldale. 

From Middleburg, by Rectortown, ‘Oak Hill, 
Moreland, Leed’s Manor, Farrowsville, and 
Manassas Gap, to Front Royal. 

From Mitchell’s Station to Raccoon Ford. 

From Moorfield, by Howard's Lick, Barba- 
doesville, and Orkney Springs, to Mount Jackson, 
in Shenandoah county, 

From Moorfield, by Drakesville, Sweedlin Hill, 
Oak Flat, Sugar Grove, and Palo Alto, to Me- 
Dowell. 

From Moorfield, by Luney’s Creek and Upper 
Tract, to Franklin. 

From Moore’s Ordinary, by Double Bridge 
and Pleasant Grove, to Haleysburg. 

From Moore’s Ordinary, by Brydie’s Store, 
Tussekiah, Laurel Hill, Lunenburg C. H., and 
Rehoboth, to Yatesville. 

. From Monterey, by Meadow Dale, Mile Gap, 
Spruce Hill, and Sunrise, to Mountain Grove. 

From Morgantown, by Granville, Dornick- 
town, Willow Tree, Carmichaelsville, and Hies- 
terburg, to Brownsville, 

From Morgantown, by Gladesville and Rac- 
coon, to Evansville. 


by Portsmouth, to Front 


| ty'sFork, Twenty Mile Creek, Round Tree Fa 
Leatherwood, Etk River, and Big Sand ys torClen. 
den Run. peor sce. 
From Norfolk to New York. 2 060) 
From Norfolk, by: Yorktown, to Wat 
i Erom Norfolk to Matthews ©; Hy: 
From Norfolk, by Old Point Comfort; to 
more, Maryland, C5 o eg gat 
From Norfolk, by. Kempéville, London Brida e, 
Princess Ann C. H., Blossom Hill, Ives’s Store, 
Land of Promise, and Great ‘Bridge,-to Norfolk. 
From Norfoik'to Churchland, 0 
From Norfolk, by Cherry Stone, to-Eastville,: 
: From Norfolk, by-Old Point: Comfort;to Hamp- 
on., ; p RON 
From North Mountain Post Office, b Hedges- 
ville and Tomahawk Springs, to Jonesa Spend. 
From North Mountain, : Virginia, by Clear 
Spring, Maryland, and Clay Lick Hall, to Mer- 
j cersburg, Virginia... é 
From Nottaway C. H; to Jeffries’s Store. 
From Oak Grove to.Port. Conway, ‘in King 
George County. O eis Se ae 
From Onancock,-by Hunting Breek ,-Guilford, 
Mrssonga; ona Temperancevilte; to: Chincoteague, 
rom Overby’s-to Brookneal, by Aspinwall ant 
Cub Creek. E Bore 7: ae 
From Orange C. H., by Madison Mills, to: Lo- 
a Dale. ka F i 
rom Pack’s Ferry, by Pope Stenrs:and Burnt 
ees to Princeton. $ ; p : 
from Partlow’s, by Spring L 
Turn Out. is ea 
From Parkersburg, by Belpre, Olio, Little 


vel, to Second 


From Morgantown, by Whiteday Glades, to 
Fetterman. 

From. Morgantown, by Granville, Cassville, 
Prentiss, Blacksville, Wadestown, Jollytown, Ry- 
erson’s Station, Rock Valley, Fair Hill, and 
Wheeling Valley, to Wheeling, 

From Moundsville, Fork Ridge, Long Bottom, 
Fish Creek, and Knob Fork, to Pine Grove. 

From Mount Vinco to Buckingham C. H. 

From Mouat Vinco, by Glenmore, to Warren. 

‘From Mountain Cove, by Keesler’s Cross Lane, 
| ae C. H.,and Birch River, to Braxton ©. 


From Mountain Falls, by Gravel Spring, Pad- 
dy’s Mills, Van Buren Furnace, and Lorenzo- 
ville, to Woodstock. 

From Mount Level to Darvill’s. 

From Murray’s Shop, by Faber’s Mills, to 
Covesville. 

From Mud Bridge to Boon county C. H., (Bal- 
lardsville. ) 

From Newbern, by Graham’s Iron Works, to 
| WytheC. H. 


Peterstown, Red Sulphur Springs, Indian Creek, 
{Salt Sulphur Springs, Union, Pickaway Plains, 
| and Second Creek, to White Sulphur Springs. 
From New Canton, to Buckingham Mine, by 
| Gold Hill and Gravel Hill. 

From New Canton, by Virginia Mills, Diana 
Mills, and Glenmore, to Mount Vinco, in Buck- 
| iogham county. 

From New Castle to Union. . 

; From New Castle, by Catawba, to Salem, in | 
| Roanoke. 

' From New Castle to the Tavern House of James 
Scott, in Craig county. . 

From New Kent C. H. to Charles City C. H. 

From New Creek Depot, on the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad, by Greenland and Laurelton, to 
Petersburg, (Luney’s Creek.) 

From New Martinsville, by Fan Light, Pack- | 
saddle, Carney’s, Gorby’s Mills, and Forks of 


shall county. 
From New Market, Shenandoah county, by 


From Newbern, by Poplar Hill, Giles C. H., | 


Hocking, Hockingport, Bellville, Virginia, Long 
Bottom, Ohio, Murraysyille, Virginia, Ravens- 
wood, Pleasant View, Letart Falls, ‘Ohio, Gra- 
ham *s Station, Pomeroy, Sheftield, West Colum- 
bia, Virginia, Cheshire, Ohio, Guthrie’s, Point 
Pleasant, Virginia, Gallipolis, Ohio, Raccoon 
| Island, Hereford’s, Virginia, South New Castle, 
Ohio, Swan Creek, Green ‘Bottom, Virginia, Mil- 
lersport, Ohio, Quaker Bottom, Guyandotte, Vir- 
ginia, Savage Grant, Burlington; Ohio, ‘Catletta- 
burg, Kentucky, Green’s Store, Ohio,Coal Grove, 
Amanda, Kentucky, Ironton, Ohio, Hanging 
Rock, French Grant, Greenup C. H., Kentucky, 
Franklin Furnace, Ohio, Wheelersburg, Sciota- 
ville, Springville, Kentueky, Portsmouth, ‘Ohio, 
Friendship, Rockville, Vanceburg, Kentucky, 
Rome, Ohio, Concord, Kentucky, and Manches- 
ter, Ohio, to Maysville, Kentucky, = ‘a 

From Parkersburg, by Belleville, Murraysyille, 
i| Ravenswood, Pleasant View, Moore’s Mills, and 

Angerona, to Jackson C. H. ` 

From Parkersburg, by Briscoe Run and Dun- 
| can, to Marietta, Ohio. 

From Parkersburg, by Davisville, Freeport, 
Webb’s Mills, Cox’s Mills, Heckert’s Miila, 
Leading Creek, Clay’s Point, W eston, Lorentz*s 
Store, Buckhannon,’ Overhill, and Middle Fork, 
to.Beverly. 

From Parkersburg, by. Fountain Spring; to 
Wirt C. H., and from Wirt C. H., by Burning 
Springs, Big Bend, Pine Creek, and De Kalb, to 
Glenville. , 

From Parkersburg to Belpre, Ohio. 

From Parkersburg, by Buena Vista, Wells, 
and Sandy, to Jackson C. H. f l 

From Patrick C. H., by Sandy Plains and 
Ararat, to Mount Airy, North Carolina. 

From Patrick C. H., by Rock Castle, to Fioyd 


cC. H. a 

From Patrick. C. H., by Wilt’s Spur, Meadow 
Dam, Laurel Forks, and Gladesborough, to Hills- 
| ville. . 
From Patterson’s. Depot, by Frankfort, Sheetz,’s 


as Lt Nags ot ra aed and Forka | Mills, Burlington, Williamsport, Ridgeway, and 
| Fish River, to Fis ree ost ce, in Mar- | 


McNeman’s Cross Roads, to Luney’s Creek, 
From Pattonsburg, by Powell Tavern, Sub- 
lett’s Tavern, Beaver Dam, Goochland C. H., 


Luray and Washington, to Warrenton. 

From New Market, by Massanutton, Luray, 
-Hawsburg, Sperryville, Washington, Gaines’s 
Cross Roads, and Amissville, to Watertown. 

From New Market, by Brock’s Gap, Dovers- | 


i 
| 
| 
l 
i 
i 
l 


i 
From New Salem, by New Milton, Sugar | 
Grove, and Oxford, to Harrisville, (Ritchie C. H.) | 
From New Salem to Oxford. 
From Newtown Stephensburg, by Nineveh, to | 


Front Royal. : 
From Nicholas C. H., by. Peters’s Creek, Jer- i 


Jefferson, Cartersville, New Canton, Fork Union, 
| Westminster, Hardwicksville, Tye River Ware- 
house, Bent Creek, and: Stonewall Mills, to Rich- 
; mond. 

From Peterstown, by Shandakin’s Ferr 
Mercer Salt Works, to Princeton. 

From Pedlar’s Mills, by Pryor’s Vale, to-Buf- 
falo Springs. 

From Pennsboro’ to Ritchie C- H. by St. 
Mary’s. 

-From - Petersburg, by Tight ‘Squeese, Stony 
Creek Warehouse, Jarratt’s, Hicksford, Pleasant 
Hill, North Carolina, and Gareysburg, to Weldon, 


yand 
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From. Petersburg, by Templeton, Newville, 
Littleton, Farmer’s Grove, Assamoonick, and 
Vicksville, to Jerusalem. 

From Petersburg, by Prince George C. H., 
Gareysville, Cabin Point, Surry C. H., Bacon’s 
Castle, Burwell’s Bay, Smithfield, and Chucka- 
tuck, to Suffolk. 

From Petersburg, by Union Grove, Black water, 
Baileysburg, Green Level, Berlin, and Bowers, 
to Jerusalem. 

From Petersburg, by Dinwiddie C. H., Ritch- 
ieville, and Goodwinsville, to Wyoming. 

From Petersburg, by Sutherland, Ford’s Depot, 
Mount Level, Wilson’s Depot, Wellsville, Blacks 
and Whites, Nottaway C. H., Burkesville, Rice 
Depot, Farmville, Prospect, and Merriman ’s 
Shop, to Appomattox Depot. 

From Petersburg to City Point. 

From Petersburg, by Dinwiddie C. H., Wyom- 
ing, Sturgeonsville, Burntville, Lewisville, Forks- 
ville, South Hill, Lombardy Grove, Cedaria, and 
Boydtown, to Randolph, Macon College. 

Erom Peterstown, by Shanklin’s Ferry and 
Mercer Salt Works, to Princeton. 

From Peterstown, by Gap Mill, to Sweet 
Springs. 

From Pine Grove, by Bowman’s Mills and 
Adaline, to Moundsville. 

From Piedmont, by Paris and Millwood, to 
Winchester. 

From Pickaway Plains, Monroe county, by 
Rocky Point, Wolf Creek, Snopesville, and 
Patuck’s Peak, to Cedar Grove, Egypt, on the 
Red and Blue Sulphur Turnpike. 

From Pittsylvania C, H., by Calland’s Sandy 
River, Leatherwood’s Store, Martinsville, Tray- 
loraville, Horse Pasture, Penn’s Store, and May- 
oning, to Patrick C. H, 

From Pittsylvania C. H., by Berger’s Store 
and Sandy Hill, to Union Hall. 

From Point Pleasant, by Pleasant Flat and Sal- 
isbury, to Pomeroy, Ohio. 

From Pomeroy, Obio, by Minersville, Gra- 
ham’s Station, and Letart Falls, to Apple Grove. 

From Poplar Hill, by Mechanicsburg, to Sha- 
ron. 

From Portsmouth to Hargrove’s Tavern. 

From Portsmouth, by Suffolk, Carsville, Frank- 
lin Depot, Murfee’s Depot, Newson Depot, Boy- 
kin’s Depot, Branchville, Meherin Depot, Seaport, 
and Garysburg, to Weldon, North Carolina. 

From Powhatan to Smithville. 

From Princess Ann, Maryland, by Newtown, 
Wagram, Virginia, and New Church, to Horn- 

town. 

“From Princeton, by Spanishburg and Flat Top, 
to Shady Springs. 

From Princeton to Wytheville. 

From Princeton to Ginseng, in Wyoming 
county. 

From Putnam C. H., by Hurricane Bridge and 
Sycamore Grove, to intersect the route from Ka- 
nawha C. H. to Wayne C. H., at Hamlin. 

From Raleigh C. H., by Big Cole and Boone’s 
Mills, to Peytona. 

From Railroad, near Dam No. 6, on the Poto- 
mac, to Clabaugh’s Mills, in Morgan county. 

From Reed’s Mills to Wilson M. Haymond’s, 
in Upsher county. 

From Red Bluff, by Buffalo Ford and Speed- 
well, to Blue Spring. 

From Republican Grove, by Meadville, to 
Halifax C. H. : 

From Richmond, by Manchester Coal Mines, 
Hallsboro’, Flint Creek, Powhatan, Macon, Balls- 
ville, Cumberland C. H., Langhorne’s Tavern, 
and Raine’s Tavern, to Farmville. 

From Richmond, by Black Heath, Hallsboro’, 
The Union, Appomattox Depot, Winterham, 
Amelia C. H., Jetersville, Jenning’s Ordinary, 
Burkesville, Green Bay, Moore’s Ordinary, 

Drake’s Branch, and Keysville, to Staunton 
River. 

From Richmond, by Gregory’s Tavern, Goode’s 
Tavern, Winter Rock, and Skin Quarter, to 
Amelia C. H. 

_ From Richmond, by Hanover C. H. to Junc- 
tion, 

From Richmond, by Chickahomeney, Good- 
all’s, Montpelier, Negro Foot, Etnao, Leust Creek, 
Jackson, and Long Creek, to Frederickshall. 

From Richmond, by City Point, Swineyard, 
and Williamsbarg Landing, and Newport’s News, 
to Norfolk. 


From Richmond, by Westham Locks, Beaver 
Dam, Loch Lomond, Pemberton, Cartersville, 
Columbia, New Canton, Seven Islands, Scotts- 
ville, Warren, Howardsville, Warminster, Hard- 
wicksville, Tye-River- Warehouse, Allen’s Creek, 
Galt’s Mills, Selma, Lynchburg, Holeomb’s 
Rock, Big Island, Balcom Falls, and Rock Point 
Mills, to Pattonsburg. 

From Richmond, by Erin Shades, Coal Hill, 
Rockville, Johnson’s Spring, Perkinsville, Gum 
Springs, Mitchell’s Store, Shannon Hill, Bell’s 
Cross Roads, and Poindexter’s Store, to Trevil- 
lian’s Depot. 

From Richmond, by Proctor’s Creek, to Peters- 
burg. 

From Richmond, by New Kent C. H., Bar- 
hamsville, Burnt Ordinary, Williamsburg, York- 
town, and Half-Way House, to Hampton. 

From Richmond, by Old Church, Sharonville, 
Aylett’s, Fleetwood Academy, and Miller’s Tav- 
ern, to Tappahannock. 

From Ripley to North Bend Mills. 

From Rockcastle, by Kendrick Spur, to Mead- 
ows of Dan. 

From Rocky Mount, by Retreat, Simpson’s 
Long Branch, Little River, and Cannaday’s Gap, 
to Floyd C. H. 

From Rocky Mount, by Long Branch and Can- 
naday ’s Gao, to Floyd C. H. 

From Rock Mount, by Bonbrook, Cooper’s 
Cross Roads, Chamblissburg, Emaus, Horeb, and 
Bunkerhill, to Liberty. 

From Rocky Mount, by Snydersville, Oak 
Level, Prillaman’s, and Elamsville, to Patrick 
c. H. 

From Romney, by Burlington, Ridgeville, New 
Creek, New Creek Depot, Winston, North Branch 
Bridge, German Settlement, Cheat Bridge, Fel- 
lowsville, Evansville, Three Forks, Pruntytown, 
and Bridgeport, to Clarksburg. 

From Romney, by Springfield, to Green Spring 
Run. 

From Romney, by Purgitsville, to Moorfield. 

From Rose’s Mills to Temperance, in Amherst 
county. 

From New Valley, 
of Wilson. 

From Rye Valley, by Two-Mile Branch, Sin- 
clair’s Bottom, Love’s Mills, Liberty Hall, Laurel, 
and Clark’s Mills, to Abingdon. 

From Ruckmansville, Highland county, by 
Wade's Store, to Huntersville. 

From Russell’s Mills, by Sylvan Mills, to St. 
Mary’s, Pleasants county. 

From Salisbury, North Carolina, by Maxville, 
Virginia, Hamptonville, Jonesville, Island Ford, 
State Road, Roaring Gap, Gap Civil, and Inde- 
pendence, to Wytheville. 

From Salem, by Cave Spring, to Jacksonville, 
Floyd county, Floyd C. H. 

From Scottsville, by Garland’s, North Garden, 
Batesville, and Yancey’s Mills, to Greenwood 
Depot. 

From Sharon, by Olympia, Chatham Hill, 
Broadford, and Saltville, to Abingdon. 

From Sharonville, by Acquinton, Piping Tree 
Ferry, and King William C. H., to Lanesville. 

From Shawsville, in Montgomery county, up 
the South Fork of Roanoke River, by Allegany 
Springs, to Simpson’s, Floyd county. 

From Shepherd’s Grove, by Kellysville and 
Brandy, to Culpeper C. H. 


by Big Meadows, to Mouth 


From Shepherdstown, by Sharpsburg, Mary- | 


land, and Reedysville, to Boonsboro’. 

From Shepherdstown to Sharpsburg. 

From Sistersville, by Middlebourne, Wick, 
Hebron, and Highlands, to Schumla. 

From Sistersville, by Middlebourne and Shirley, 
to New Salem. 

From South Quay, by Factory Hill, North 
Carolina, and Holy Neck, Virginia, to Somer- 
ton. 

From Sperryville to Robsonville. 

St Stewartstown, by Stafford C. H., to Rail- 
road, 

From Stanardsville to Plunket and Harkstep’s 
Store, in Green county. 


From Stanardsville, by Conrad’s Store and | 


McGaheysville, to Harrisonburgh. 

From Staunton river, by Bentleysville, Scotts- 
burg, Halifax C. H., Church Hill, Brooklyn, and 
Laure} Grove, to Danville. 

From Staunton, by Lexington, Summers, Nat- 
ural Bridge, and Pattonsburg, to Fincastle. 


From Staunton, by Mint Spring, Greenville, 
Steele’s Tavern, Canicello, Fairfield, and Timber 
Ridge, to Lexington. 

From Staunton, by West View, Deerfield,Green 
Valley, and Bath Alum, Bath C. H., Hot Springs, 
Miller’s Mill, Morris Hill, Callaghan’s,and White 
Sulphur Springs, to Lewisburg. 

From Staunton, by Churchville, Jenning’s Gap, 
Lebanon, White Sulphur Springs, McDowell, 
Monterey, Havener’s Store, Traveller’s Repose, 
and Huttonsville, to Beverly. 

From Staunton, by West View and other offices, 
to Lewisburg. ; 

From Stony Creek Warehouse, by Parham’s 
Store and Coman’s Well, to Sussex C. H. 

From Sweet Springs, by Gap Mills, to Union. 

From Swineyard’s to Charles City C. H. 

From Swineyard’s to Waddell’s Store, in 
Charles City county. 

From Tappahannock to Warsaw. 

From Tappahannock, by Dunnsville, Centre, 
Montague, Jamaica, Church View, Urbanna, 
Free Shade, Locust Hill, Saluda, Glenn’s, and 
New Upton, to Gloucester C. H. 

From Taylorsville to Hanover ©. H. 

From Tazewell C. H., by Head of Clinch, 
Abb’s Valley, and Tug River, to Ginseng. 

From Thompson’s Cross Roads, by Ambler’s 
Mills, to South Anna. 

From Traveller’s Repose, by Green Bank and 
Dunmore, to Huntersville. 

From Turkey Cove, by the Little Stone Gap, 
to the Big Glades, in Russell county. 

From Tye River Warehouse, by New Glas- 
gow, Sandidges, Buffalo Springs, Oronoco, and 
Buena Vista Furnace, to Lexington. 

From Upshur C. H., by Beachtown, French 
Creek, Walkersville, Cunningham ’s, thence to 
Alexander Skinner’s, on the Oil Creek, down Oil 
ere to the Little Kanawha River, to Gilmer 


C. H. 

From Upshur C. H., by French Creek, Walk- 
ersville, Collins’s Settlement, Forks of Oil Creek, 
along the Little Kanawha River, to Gilmer C. H. 

From Walker’s Church, by Merryman’s Shop, 
Harvey’s Store, Red House, and Woodlawn, to 
Concord. 

From Wardensville, by Baker’s Run and Fa- 
bius, to Moorfield. 

From Warrenton, by New Baltimore and 
Buckland, to Gainesville. 

From Warrenton, by Salem, Fauquier, and 
Oak Hill, to Paris. 

From Warrenton, by Warrenton Springs and 
Jeffersonville, to Oak Shade. 

From Warsaw, by Rice’s Store, Hague, Kin- 
sale, Old Ham’s Cross Roads, Union Village, 
Lottsburg, Heathsville, Wicomoco Church, Kil- 
marnock, Lancaster C. FH., Litwalton, Farn- 
ham, and Durrettsville, to Warsaw. 

From Warsaw, by Durrettsville, Farnham, 
Litwalton, Lancaster C. H., Kilmarnock, Wico- 
moco Church, Heathsville, Lottsburg, Union Vil- 
lage, Oldham’s Cross Roads, Kinsale, Hague, 
and Rice’s Store, to Warsaw. 

From Warsaw, by Lyell’s Store, Montross, 
Rice’s Store, Hague, Kinsale, to Oldham’s Cross 
Roads. 

From Waterford, by Hoysville, to Lovettsville. 

From Wattsborough, by Barry’s Bridge and 
Drapersville, to Boydton. 

From Weston, by the Weston and Gauley’s 
Bridge Turnpike, to Gauley’s Bridge, in Fayette 
county. 

From Weston to Fork Lick. 

From Weston to Phillippi, in Barbour county. 

From Weston, by Little Skin Creek, Big Skin 
Creek, Bennett’s Mills, Ireland, Bulltown, Salt 
Lick Bridge, and Flatwoods, to Braxton ©. H. 

From Weston, by Fink’s Creek and New Mil- 
ton, to West Union. 

From Washington, District of Columbia, by 
Alexandria, Glymont, Game Point, Fredericks- 
burg, Guiney’s, Aquia Creek, Milford, Ruther 
Glenn, Junction, Taylorsville, and Slash Cottage, 
to Richmond. 

From Washington, District of Columbia, by 
Georgetown, Langley, Virginia, Prospect Hill, 
Springvale, Dranesville, Belmont, Leesburg, Ham- 
ikon, Purcellsville, Snickersville, Castleman 3 
Ferry, and Jerryville, to Winchester. 

From Washington, District of Columbia, by 
Alexandria, Virginia, Anandale, Fairfax C.H., 
Centreville, Groveton, Beckhamaville, Walnut 
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Branch, St. Stephens, Auburn, Warrenton, War- 
renton Springs, Jeffersonton, and Rixeyville, to 
Oak Shade. i . 

From West Columbia, by Cedar Flats, Upper 
Flats, and Letart Falis, to Jackson C. H. 

From West Fork Furnace, by Buffalo Moun- 
tain, Laurel Forks, Millsville, and Ararat, to 
Mount Airy. 

From West Union, by Stine Spring Mills, Ox- 
ford, and Culp’s Store, to Webb’s Mills. 

From West Union, by Roash’s and Letart 
Falis, to Moore’s Mills. 

From West Warren to Cotton’s Store; in Wet- 
zel county. 

From Wheeling, by West Liberty, to Betha- 


ny. 

Trom Wheeling, by Dallas, West Finley, Har- 
vey’s, Waynesburg, Kirby, Mount Morris, and 
Granville, to Morgantown. 

From Wheeling, by Belle Air, Ohio, Mounds- 
ville, Dill’s Bottom, Ohio, Captina, Powhatan 
Point, Woodlands, Virginia, Sun Fish, Ohio, 
Proctor, Virginia, Baresville, Ohio, New Mar- 
tinsville, Virginia, Sardis, Ohio, Witten’s, Sis- 
tersville, Virginia, Cochran’s Landing, Ohio, 
Grand View, Ostend, Grape Island, Virginia, St. 
Mary’s, Virginia, Newport, Ohio, Willow Island, 
Virginia, Bull Creek, Marietta, Ohio, Duncan, 
Virginia, Harmar, Ohio, Briscoe Run, Virginia, 
to Parkersburg. : 

From White Sulphur Springs, by Anthony’s 
Creek, to Rucker’s Repose. 

From Wilderness, by Locust Grove and Ver- 
diersville, to Orange ©. H. 

From Williamsport to Moorefield. 

From Williamsport or Duncan, in Wood coun- 
ty, to intersect the Parkersburg and Baltimore Mail 
Route at the junction of the Williamsport and 
Northwestern Turnpike, sixteen miles east of 
Parkersburg. 

From Williamsburg, by Yorktown, to the 
Grove Landing. : : 

From Wilson’s Depot to Darvill’s. 

From Winchester, by Stephenson’s Depot, 
Dadesville, Brucetown, Summit Point, Charles- 
town, and Halltown, to Harper’s Ferry. 

From Winchester, by Mount Vernon Tannery, 
Mountain Falls, Cedar Creek, Gravel Spring; and 
Capon Springs, to Wardensville, 

From Winchester to Capon Springs. 

From Winchester to Whitehall. 

From Winchester, by Ninevah and Front 
Royal, to Manassas Gap. 

From Winchester, by Mill Creek, Darkesville, 
Martinsburg, Hainesville, and Falling Waters, 
to Williamsport, Maryland. 

From Winchester, by Back Creek Valley, 
Capon Bridge, Hanging Rock, and Pleasant Dale, 
to Romney. 

From Winchester, by Newtown, Stephensburg, 
Middletown, Strasburg, Tom’s Brook, Wood- 


stock, Edinburgh, Mount Jackson, New Market, |j 


Spartapolis, Lacey Springs, Melrose, Harrison- 
barg, Mount Crawford, Mount Sidney, and 
Cline’s Mill, to Staunton. 

From Wirt ©. H., by Lee’s Mills, Reedy 
Ripple, and Three Forks of Reedy, to Reedy- 
ville. 

From Wirt C. H., by Burning Spring, Big 
Bend, Pine Creek, and De Kalb, to Glennville. 


From Woodstock, by Columbia Furnace and 


Lost River, to Moorefield. 

From Wytheville, by Sharon, Burke’s Garden, 
and Perry’s Store, to Tazewell C. H. 

From Wytheville, by Red Bluff and Grayson 
Sulphur Springs, to Grayson C. H. 

From Wytheville. by Speedwell, Elk Creek, 
Austin, and Cornell’s Store, to Independence. 

From Wytheville, by Rural Retreat, Marion, 


Seven-Mile Ford, Town House, Glade Spring, |i 


Cedarville, Abingdon, Smith’s Creek, Timber 
Grove, and Bristol, to Blountsville, Tennessee. 

From Yellow Branch, by Arnoldton, to Lees- 
ville. 

From Yorktown to the Grove Landing. 

From Yorktown, by Halfway C. H.and War- 
wick C. H., to Yorktown. . 

From Yorktown, by Hay’s Store, Hickory 
Fork, Gloucester C. H., and North End, to 
Matthews C. H. 

From Zackville, by Elizabeth, Forks of Reedy 
Creek, and M. D. W. Boggs, to New California. 


North Carolina.—From Albemarle, by Elfred’s 


Mills, Morgan’s Milis, Love’s Level, and Ġer- 
man’s Milis, to Clear Creek. 

From Albemarle to Swift Island. : 

From Ashborough by Science Hill, Hill’s Store, 
Salem Church, and Lassiter’s Mills, to Troy. ` 

From Ashborough, by Moffit’s Mills, Wad- 
dell’s Ferry, and Brown’s Mills, to Prosperity. 

From Ashville, by Flat Creek, Gilbert’s, Ball 
Creek, Indiana Gap, Double Springs, Gahagen’s, 
Big Laurel, Sulphur Springs, Tennessee, and 
Love’s, to Limestone Springs, Tennessee. 

From Ashville, by Sulphur Springs, Hommeny 
Creek, Pigeon River, Forks of Pigeon, Waynes- 
ville, Peru, Scott’s Creek, Franklin, Aquona Head, 
Tennessee, Clayton, Valieytown, Temota, to Mur- 
phey, Georgia. : l 

From Asnville, by Turkey Creek, Sandy Mush, 
Spring Creek, Fine’s Creek, Crab Tree, and 
Johnathan’s Creek, to Waynesville. 

From Ashville, by Sulphur Springs, Avery’s 
Creek, Mill River, Boilston, Claytonville, and Da- 
vidson’s River, to Cathey’s Creek. 
ysam Allemance to Monticello, by Summer’s 
Mills. : 

From Averysboro’, by Pleasant Plains and Mc- 
Neil’s Ferry, to Summerville. 

From Barclaysville, in Cumberland county, by 
Lee’s Ferry, to Summerville. 

From Beaufort to Jarrett’s Bay, in Carteret 
| county. 

From Beaufort to Smyrna. 

From Battie’s Ford to Bunker Hill, via Dry 
Ponds, Mountain Creek, and Lowrance’s Mills. 

From Beattie’s Ford, by Sherrill’s Ford and 
Lowrance’s Mills, to Bunker Hill. 

From Berea to Oak Hill. 

From Blairsville, Georgia, by Mount Elia, 
Brasstown, Fort Hembree, North Carolina, and 
Tusquitee, to Acquoue. 

From Brinkleyville to Arcola. 

From Brier Creek, by Hay Meadow and Mul- 
berry, to Laurel Springs. 

From Brookville, by Wilton, Tranquillity, Fish 
Dam, West Point, Prattsburg, and Traces’ Store, 
to Chapel Hill. i 

From Burgaw Depot, by Long Creek, Beatty ’s 
Bridge, and Black River Chapel, to Harrell’s 
Store. 

From Barnsville, by Day Book, to Longmire, 
Tennessee. 

From Burgow, or some other point on railroad, 
to Bannerman, in New Hanover county. 

From Burnsville, by Jack’s Creek, Red Hill, 
Big Rock Creek, and Limestone Cave, to Eliza- 
bethtown, Tennessee. 

From Carthage, by Pekin, to Centre, in Stan- 
ley county. 

From Casher’s Valley to Clayton, in Georgia. 

From Cathey’s Creek, by Cherryfield, Llog- 
back Valley, and Georgetown, to Casher’s Val- 
ley. 

From Cedar Creek to Joy, by White Rock and 
Big Laurel. , 

From Charlotte, by Alexandria, Davidson Col- 
lege, Mount Mourne, and Fallstown, to States- 
ville. 

From Charlotte, by Steele Creek, South Point, 
Stowesville, Erasmus, Catawba Creek, Dallas, 
| and Nail Factory, to Lincolnton. 

From Charlotte, by Tuckasagaand Woodlawn, 
j to Lincolnton. 

From Charlotte, by Pineville, Pleasant Valley, 
Belair, and Cureton’s Store, Lancaster C. H., 
South Carolina, Pleasant Hill, Hanging Rock, 
and Flat Rock, to Camden. 

From Charlotte, by Sharon, Hemphill’s Store, 
Providence, Wolfsville, and Winchester, to Mon- 
roe C. H. + 

From Charlotte, by Martindale, Hopewell, 
Cowan’s Ford, Adam’s Store, Forney’s, and Cot- 
| tage Home, to Beattie’s Ford. 

From Cheraw, South Carolina, by Stewarts- 
town, North Carolina, Rockingham, Dockery’s 
Store, Covington, Powelton, Pekin, and McRae’s 
Mill, to Troy. 

From Clear Creek to Albemarle, by Rowlands- 
| ville. ` 

From Clinton, by Pine Grove, Monk’s Store, 
Newton’s Grove, and Graughan’s Store, to Mc- 
Neill’s Ferry. 

From Clinton, by Gibb’s Cross Roads, Holly’s 
Store, and Beman'’s Cross Roads, to McNeill’s 


Ferry. . . 
From Concord, by Kirkland, Welch’s Mills, 


Pioneer Mills, Morrison ’s Tan Yard, ‘Clear Creek, . 
Coburn’s Store, Fullwood?s Store, Oak ville; Mons 
roe C. H., Walkersville, and Jacksonham, South 
Carolina, to Lancaster‘C. H., South Carolinas” 
From Concord, by Oak Lawn, Park's Store, 
and Davidson: College, to Coddle Creeks) 20022. 
From Concord to Coddle Creek; by à Hil 
Moun ‘Pleas: - 


From Concord to Bost’s Mills, by. 
ant. hous cae, 
From Columbia to Gum Neck. | 
From Columbia to Fort Landing: ¿ ued 
From Creeks Bridge to Kuott’s Island. 
From Currituck C. H., by Coinfock and Poplar 
Branch, to Pawell’s Point.” ve ` 
From Cypress Grove Post Office, on the Wil- 
mington and Raleigh railroad, via Long Creek, 
Beauy’s Bridge, and Black River Chapel, “to 
Harrel’s Store, in New Hanover county. 
From Dobson to Mount Airy.. - i 
From Durham’s Creek, by South Creek, to 
Bay River. ; " 
From Enfield, by  Heathsville, Bunleysville, 
Ringwood, and Sycamore Alley, to Enfield... 
From Enfield, by Scotland Neck; Palmyra, 
Hamilton, Williamston, and Gardner’s Bridge, to 


` 


Plymouth. fate 
From Edenton, by Ballard’s Bridge, Minton- 

ville, Sunbury, Gatesville, Buckland, Somerton, 

Holy Neck, and Factory Hill, to South Quay. 

From Edenton, by Hertford, Woodville; Eliz- 
abeth City, New Lebanon, South Mills, Lake 
Drummond, aud Deep Creek, to Norfolk. 

From Elizabeth, by Newbagon Creek, back to 
Elizabeth City. ; 

From Elizabeth City to Norfolk, via Camden, 
Shiloah, Indiantown, Cowell’s Bridge, Currituck 

H., Greentown, ‘Tull’s Creek, Northwestern 
Bridge, Hickory Ground, and Great Bridge. ' 

From Elizabethtown, by Big Swamp, Fair 
Bluff, Cerro Gordo, White Marsh, Whitesville, 
and. Western Prong, to Elizabethtown. 

From Everettsville, by Whitefield’s Mills, 
Sleepy Creek, and‘ Jericho, to Strabane. ©; 

From Fairfield, by Middletown, Lake Land- 
ing, and Lake Comtort, to Swan Quarter - 

From Fayetteville, by Silver Run, Manchester, 
Johnsonville, Cranie’s Creek, Carthage, Caledo- 
nia, Auman’s Hill, Stone Lick, White House, 
Hill’s Store, Salem Church, Healing Springs, and 
Silver Hill, to Lexington. ; 

From Fayetteville to Salem. ~ : 

From Fayetteville to Elizabethtown, by Terre- 
bin, The Blocker’s, Deseret, White Oak. 

From Fayetteville, by Little Rock Fish, at St. 
Paul’s, Lumberton, and Leesville, to Fair Bluff. 

From. Fayetteville, by Dundarrach, Randalls- 
ville, Montpelier, Laurel Hill, Springfield, and 
Brightsville, South Carolina, to Cheraw, South 
Carolina, 

From Fayetteville, by Owensville; Clinton, and 
Springfield, to Warsaw. > 

From Fayetteville to Kingsbury. | 

From Fayetteville, on the east side of Cape 
Fear River, via Blockus, to Elizabethtown, Bla- 
den county. . 

From Fayetteville, by Gray’s Creek, Prospect 
Hall, Lyon’s Landing, Elizabethtown, White’s 
Creek, West Brook, to Robinson’s. 

From Fayetteville, by Blue’s Bridge, McDon- 
ald’s Mills, Bastuck Mills, Rock Grove, Coving- 
ton, Powelton, Pekin, Little’s Mills, Pine Hill, 
Dumas’s Store; in Richmond, Swift Island, 
Charles Creek, Mount Gilead, McCoe’s Mills, 
Troy, Montgomery C. H., Milledgeville, Mace- 
donia, Clark’s Mills, New Gilead, and Salem 
Grove, to Argyle. f 

From Fayetteville, by Salem Grove, New Gil- 
ead, Clark’s Mills, Macedonia, and Troy, to 
Swift Island. , ; 

From Fayetteville, by Kyle’s Landing, Hill’s 
Ferry, McNeill’s Ferry, Kingsbury, and Eleva- - 
tion, to Smithfield. 

From Forestville, by New Light, Brookville, 
and Tab’s Creek, to Oxford. 

From Forestville to Rolesville. 

From Eranklin, to Chilhowee, by Cowee, De- 
hart’s Creek, and Alarka. : 

From Franklin, by Acquone, Valleytown, 
Dawesville, Tomotte, Murphy C. Hs, and Ivy 
Log, Georgia, to Bluirsville, Georgia. f 

From Franklin Depot, by South Quay, W in- 
ton, and Edenton, to Plymouth. i 

From Franklin, to Clarksville, Georgia, via 
Tennessee river, to Clayton’ and Tiger. : 
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From Franklinton, by Harris’s Cross Roads, 
to Hall’s Cross Roads. f 

From Franklinton, by Wilton, Brookville, 
Tallyho, Dial ’s Creek, Red Mountain, and Cald- 
well, to Hillsboro’. 
` From Franklinvil 

From Gap Civil, 


le to Troy’s Store. 
by A. B. McMillan’s, Flint 
Fill, Laurel Spring, and Peakland, to Ashe c. H. 

From Garner’s Ford, by Pierceville, to Shelby. 

From Gilchrist’s Bridge to Blue’s Bridge, Rich- 
mond county. ! 

From Gourd Vine, by Morgan’s Mills and 

Love's Level, to Clear Creek, Cabarras county. 
From Graves, by Mayfield, Oregon, and Dan 
River, to Leaksville. ! 

From Grassy Creek, by Childsville, Yellow | 
Mountain, Cranberry Forge, Roan Mountain, 
Tennessee, and Dog River Cove, to Elizabeth- 
town, Tennessee. 

From Gravelly Hill, by Bea 
Colly Swamp, to Cain Tuck. f 

From Greensboro’ to Madison, by Hillsdale || 
and Pleasantville. f 

From Greensborough, by New Garden, Friend- 
ship, Jamestown, Kernersville, Limestone Well, 
Rich Fork, Salem, Midway, Martin, and Lex- 
ington, to Salisbury. j 

From Greensborough, by Fe 
New Salem, to Ashborough. 

From Greensborough, by Jamestown, Penn- 
field, Brummel’s, and Rich Fork, to Lexington. 

From Greensborough, by Gilmer’s Store, 
Shaw's Mills. Brick Church, Holt’s Store, Harts- 
horn, Rock Creek, Snow Camp, Sandy Grove, 
Mudlick, Cane Creek, Hadiey’s Mills, and Rock | 
Kest, to Pittsborough. 

From Greensborough, by Monticello, Thomas- 
ville, Lenox Castle, Slade’s, Locust Hill, and 
Yanceyville, to Milton. 

From Greensborough, by Hillsdale, Monroe- 
ton, Troublesome, Reidsville, Rawlingsburg, and 
Graves, to Danville. 

From Greenville, by Hookerstown and Snow 
Hill, to Goldsborough. 

From Greenville to Hamilton, by Ward’s 
Store. 

From Greenville, to Hookerstown, by Cox- 
ville, Johnson’s Mills, and Ridge Spring. 

From Greenville, by Jone’s Gap and Davidson’s 
River, to Hendersonville. 

From Hamptonville, by Lovelace, to Wilkes- 
boro’. 

From Hamptonville, by Zion, New Hope, 
Mount Pisgah, and Liberty Hill, to Statesville. 

From Haywood, by Trade’s Hill, Hackney’s 
Cross Roads, and Grove, to Green Level. 

From.tlay wood, by Martha’s Vineyard, Chalk 
eves Nothington, and Summerville, to MeNeill’s 

erry. 

From Head of Bay River to James Potter’s, on 
Goose Creek Island. 

From Henderson to Williamsborough. 

From Henderson, by Oxford, Berea, Roxbo- |; 
rough, Leasburg, Moore’s Store, Milton, Laurel || 
Grove, and Ringgold, Virginia, to Danville, Vir- 


NIA, 

j From Hillsborough, by Hawfield, Mount Will- 
ing, Meadow Creek, and McDaniel’s, to Rock 
Creek. 

From Hillsborough to Seaburg, in Caswell 
county. 

From Hillsborough, by Cedar Grove, Walnut 
Grove, Prospect Hill, and Gordonton, to Leas- į 
burg. 

From Hillsborough, by Walnut Grove and Van 
Hook’s Store, to Roxborouga. 

From Hillsdale, by Summerfield and Oak 
Ridge, to Berlin. 

From Hookerstown, via Johnston’s Mills and 
Coxville, to Greenviile. 

From Huntsville, by Red Plains, East Bend, 
Forbush, Republic, Doweltown, and Mount Nebo, 
to Rockford, 

From ivy, by Guabriel’s Creek, Bull Creek, | 


tty’s Bridge and 


ntriss Centre and | 


|| Tennessee, Pandora, Dugger’s Ferry, E: 
| town, Happy Valley, Blue 


Camp, Clover Orchard, Lindley’s Store, Clover || 


Garden, Bethmont, and Rock Spring, to Hills- 
boro’. 

From Jefferson, by North Fork, Taylorsville, 
izabeth- 
Plum, to Jonesboro’, 
Tennessee. 

From Jefferson to Gap Creek. 

From Jefferson to Richard Gentry’s, on New 
river. 

From Jefferson, by Hilton and Manly, to Big 
Meadow. 

From Jonesville to Judesville, by State Road. 

From Jonnsonville,by Harrington, Long Street, 


| Rollins’s Store, Bryan’s Store, and Packet, to 


Johnsonville. 


From Keyesville, by Wiliesburg, Christian- || 


ville, Red Oak Grove, Oakley, Clarksville, White 
House, Black Walnut, Onegee, Hyco, Cunning- | 
ham, and Milton, to Yanceyville. | 

From Kinston, by Sandy Foundation, Pink į 
Hill, and Buena Vista, to Hallsville. 

From Kinston to Trenton, in Jones county. 

From Laurel Hillto Rockingham. 

From Laurel Hill, by Stewartsville, to Gilopolis. 

From Leesville, by Marysville, Gaddey ville, 
Sugar Hili, South Carolina, and Temperance Hil, 
to Marion C. H. 

From Lenoir, by -Lovelady, Catawba View, 
and Wittemburg, to Taylorsville. 

From Lenoir, by Deal ’s Mills and Little River, 
to Taylorsville. 

From Lexington, by Fair Grove, Eden, Hoo- 
ver’s Hill, and Sawyersville, to Ashboro’, 

From Lexington, by Walser’s Mills, Fulton, 
Mocksville, County Line, and Oak Forest, to 
Statesville. 

From Lincolnton, by Nail Factory, Dallas, 


Catawha Creek, Crowder’s Creek, Bethel, South | 


Carolina, and New Centre, to Yorkville, South 
Carolina. 

From Lincolnton, by Seigle’s Store, Jacob’s 
Fork, and Mullgrove, to Morganton. 

From Lincolnton, by Killlan’s Mills, Early 
Grove, Newton C. H., Flint Rock,and Fisher’s, 
to Catawba View. 

From Littleton, by Grove Hill and Arcola, to 
Ransom’s Bridge. 

From Little Rock Fish, by Lumber Bridge, to 
Philadelphus. 

From Lumberton, by Philadelphus, Gilopolis, 
Stewartsville, Cowper Hill, Queensdale, Alfords- 
ville, and Clay Valley, to Lumberton. 

From Lumberton, by Smith’s Bridge and How- 
ellsville, to Prospect Hall. 

From Madison, by William Ward’s, Martin’s 
Lime Kiln, Danbury, Piedmont Springs, and the 
Cascade, to Wytheville, Virginia. 

From Madison, by Ayresville, Crooked Creek, 
Peter’s Creek, Colesville, Francisco, and Big 


| Creek, to Mount Airy. 
From Marion, by Black Mountain, Stone | 


Mountain, and Edneyville, to Hendersonville. 

From Marion to Rutherfordton, by Sugar Hill 
and Cedar Creek. 

From Middleton to Cape Hatteras. 

From Mason Hall, by Pleasant Grove, Big 
Falls, Faucett’s Store, Mooresville, and Hludson’s, 
oe Store, and High Towers, to Lees- 

urg. 

From Monroe C. H., by Winchester, to Wolfs- 


| ville. 


From Morgantown, by Perkinsville, Collets- | 


ville, Globe, Valle Crucis, Sugar Grove, Boone, $ 


Moretz Mill, and Elk Cross Roads, to Jefferson. 
From Morgantown, by Linville River, North 
Cove, Grassy Creek, Bakersville, Ledger, Bald ! 
Creek, Ivy, Democrat, Stockville, and Reem’s | 


Creek, to Ashville. H 


From Morgantown, by Bridgewater, Marion, | 
Old Fort, and Swannano, to Ashville. ! 

From Morgantown, by Bundleton, Mountain | 
Home, Minersville, and Cuba, to Rutherfordton. | 


From Mosely Hail, via Jerico, to Strabane. 


Walnut Creek, and Brush Creek, to Warm 
Springs. : 

From Ivy, by Clay, Flagg Pond, and Indian 
Creek, to Longmire’s, Tennessee. 

From Jamestown, by Westminster and Deep 
River, to Abbott’s Creek. 

From Jamestown, by Hunt’s Store, Normal 
College, Thomasville, Fair Grove, La Grange, 
Wew Market, New Salem, Sandy Creek, Troy’s 


i to Trap Hill, 


y | and Roxab 
Store, Long’s Mills, Patterson’s Store, Snow |j land Neck. 


From Mount Airy, by Hay Stack, Scull Camp, | 
and Judesville, to Gap Civil. . j 
From Mouth of Wilson, Virginia, by Potato 
Creek, Gap Civil, North Carolina, and Elk Spur, | 


From Murphey to Ellejay, via Nottla, Hot | 
House, Edom, and Santa Lucah. | 
From Murfreesboro’, by Potecasi, St. John, 
le, (Britton’s Cross Roads,) to Scot- | 


From Murfreesboro’ to Boylston Depot. 

From Nashville to Peach Tree Grove. 

| From Newbern, by Cravensville and Smyrna, 
to Beaufort. 

From Newbern, by Kinston and Mosely Hall, 
to Goldsboro’, 

‘| From Nahunta, by Lowell, Bulan, St. Charles, 
and Creachville, to Eagle Rock. 

From Oxford, by Waterloo, Gregory’s Mills, 
t Sassafras Fork, Brownsville, and Young’s Cross 
Roads, to Clarkesville. 

From Onslow ©. H., by Piney Green, to 
| Swansborough. 

From Oxford, by Tallyho, Dutchville, Knap of 
j Reeds, Stagville, South Lowell Mills, and Eno 
| Milis, to Hillsborough. 

From Ocracoke, by Hallaway, Cass, and Ken- 
nekeat, to Chickamacomico. 

From Pittsboro’, by Beaumont, Goldston, 
Brush Creek, Buffalo Ford, Moffitt’s Mills, Brow- 
er’s Mills, and Gold Region, to Caledonia, 

From Pittsboro’, by Pedlar’s Hill, Gulf, Evan’s 
| Mills, Watson’s Bridge, Centreville, and Flower 
| Hill, to Carthage. 

From Plymouth, by Union and Scuppernong, 


1 
| 
1 
1 
; 
i 
i 
! 
j 
i 


| to Columbia C. H. 


From Plymouth, by Washington and Swift 
| Creek Bridge, to Newbern. 

From Pollocksville to Hadnot’s. 

From Pollocksville, by Palo Alto, to Swans- 
boro’. 

From Powell’s Point to Shallow Bag Bay, on 
Roanoke Island. 

From Powell’s Poin 
Nage’s Head. 

From Prosperity, by Pharr’s Mills, to Car- 
thage. 

From Pungo Creek to North Creek. 

From Quallatown, by Jonathan’s Creek, to 
{| Waynesville. 

From Quallatown, by Governor’s Island, Sti- 
|| koih, Marka, and Fort Montgomery, to Valley- 
j| town, 

From Raleigh, by Auburn, Gulley’s Store, 
! Smithfield, Boon Hill, to Goldsboro’, 

From Raleigh, by Eagle Rock, Wakefield, 
Stanhope, Sunny South, and Spring Hope, to 
Wilson. 

From Raleigh, by Barclaysville, Pleasant 
Plains, Averysboro’, Kyle’s Landing, and Ma- 
ry’s Garden, to Fayetteville. 

From Raleigh, by Nuse, Forestville, Pacific, 
Franklinton, Kiterell, Henderson, Ridgeway, Ma- 
| con Depot, Littleton, Spring Hill, and Gaston, to 
| Weldon. 

From Raleigh, by Kelvin Grove, Roger’s Store, 
Fish Dam, Stagville, Red’ Mountain, Daniel’s 
Mills, and Van Hook’s Store, to Roxborough. 

From Raleigh, by Holly Springs, Haywood, 
Adolph, Pittsborough, St. Lawrence, Marley’s 
Mills, Red Creek, Franklinville, Cedar Falls, 
Ashhorough, Carraway, Spencer, Silver Hill, 
Cotton Grove, and Jersey Settlement, to Salisbury. 

From Raleigh to Roxborough, via Flemington, 
Stagville, Round Hill, Red Mountain, and Mount 
Tirzah. 

From Raleigh, by Moringville, Chapel Hill, 
| Hillsborough, Green Spring, Mason Hall, Gra- 
ham, and Allemance, to Greensborough. 

From Reid Creek, by Franklinville, Soapstone 
Mount, and Troye’s Store, to Reed Creek. 
| From Reidsville, by Wentworth and Eagle 
i Falls, to Leaksville. 

From Reidsville, by Lawsonville and Black- 
' well’s, to Yanceyville. 

| From Ridgeway, by Nut Bush, Palmer’s 
| Springs, St. Tammany, and Merry Mount, to 
| Ridgeway. 

From Ridgeway, by Exchange, Laynersville, 


ty by Roanoke Island, to 


i 


| Clarksville, Virginia, White House, and Hyco 
| Falls, to Halifax C. H. 

| From River Side to Harrington. 

| From Rock Creek, by Curtis’s Mills and Ter- 
i ril’s, to Graham, in Alamance county. 

| From Rockford, by Walnut Lane, Jonesville, 
; and Swan Pond, to Brier Creek. 

' From Rockford, by Siloam, Stony Ridge, Old 
| Richmond, Bethania, and Rural Hall, to German- 


ji town 


From Rocky Mount, by Tarborough, Sparta, 
| Falkland, Greenville, and Pactolus, to Washing- 
: ton. 

From Rocky Mount, by Hilliardstown, Bel- 
ford, and Louisburg, to Franklin. 


$3p Congress, ist Session. i 


From. Rutherfordton to Marion, by: Patton’s 
Home, Golden. Valley, Minersville, and Drysor- 


ville. : 
From Rutherfordton, by White Oak, Sandy 


Plains, Earlsville, South Carolina, Gowenaville, | 


Milburgh, Milford, and Palona to Greenville €. 
H., South Carolina, © . 
-From Rutherfordton, by Logan’s Store, Dun- 
can’s Creek, Polkville, and Camp Call, to Gar- 
ner’s Ford. Pie 

From Rutherfordton, by Cooper’s Gaps, Mills 
Gap, and Edneyville, to Hendersonville. 

From Salem, by Rough and Ready, German- 
town, Red Shoals, Martin’s Lime Kilns, Coles- 
ville, and Avo, to Patrick C. H., Virginia. 

From Salem, by Germantown, Walnut Cove, 
Madison, and Leaksville, to Danville, in Pittsyl- 
vania county, in Virginia. 

From Salem, by Walkerstown, White Road, 
Blakeley, Madison, Gorgansville, Ridgeway, Vir- 
givia, and Traylorsville, to Martinsville, Vir- 
ginia. 

From Salem, by Sedge’s Garden, Germantown, 
Walnut Cove, Pine Hall, Madison, Pleasantville, 
and Wentworth, to Reidsville. 

From Salem, by Muddy Creek, Panther Creek, 
Huntsville, Hamptonville, New Castle, Brier 
Creek, Wilkesboro’, Church’s Store, and South 
Fork, to Jefferson. 

From Salem to Clemmonsville. 

From Salem, by Winston, Oldtown, Bethany, 
Pilot Mountain, Tom’s Creek, Mount Airy, Good 
Spur, Virginia, Hillsville, Grayson, Sulphur 
Springs, Cranberry Plains, and Jackson’s Ferry, 
to Wytheville. ` 

From Salisbury, by Rockville, Gold Hill, Ken- 
dall’s Store, Albemarle, Norwood, Cedar Hill, 
Carolina Female College, Wadesboro’, Jones’s 
Creek, and Morven, to Cheraw, South Carolina. 

From Salisbury, by Cowansville, Statesville, 
Poplar Grove, Bunker Hill, Newton C. H., and 
Drowning Creek, to Morgantown. 

From Salisbury, by Organ Church, to Mount 
Pleasant. . 

From Salisbury, by Mockville, Jonesville, Gap 
Civily and Independence, Virginia, te Wytheville. 

From. Salisbury, by Thomas Wood’s, Mount 
Vernon, New Institute, Farley ’s Store, Prichard ’s 
Store, and Huntington Creek, to Wilkesborough. 

From Salisbury, by Mount Vernon, Mock- 
ville, Smith’s Grove, and Farmington, to Hunts- 
ville. 

From Salisbury, by. Miranda, Spring Grove, 
Deep Well, Mount Mourne, Beattie’s Ford, 
Catawba Springs, Vesuvius Furnace, Lincolnton, 
Shelby C. H., Fillmore, Mooresboro’, Webb’s 
Ford, Rutherfordton, Green Hill, Chimney Rock, 
and Fairview, to Ashville. 

From Salisbury, by China Grove, Coleman, 
Concord, Harrisburg, Charlotte, White Hall, 
Rose Hill, and Ranaleburg, to Yorkville, South 
Carolina. 


From Shelby, by Swangstown, New House, 


South Carolina, and Antioch and Clarke’s Fork, 
to Yorkville, South Carolina. 

From Shelby, by Muddy Fork and Old Fur- 
nace, to Dallas. i 

From Shelby, by Bricketsville, Sandy Run, 
Grassy Pond, South Carolina, and Allgood, to 
Spartanburgh C. H., South Carolina. 

From Spring Garden, by Long Creek, More’s 
Creek, Colvin’s Creek, and Black River, to 
Beatty’s Bridge. « 

From Statesville, by Bethany Church, Maple 
Bottom, Houstonville, Hamptonville, Yadkin- 
ville, Mount Nebo, Richmond Hill, Rockford, 
Dobson, Rush, Sculleamp, and Haystack, to 
Mount Airy. i 

From Statesville, via Taylorsville and Lenoir, 
to Jonesboro’, in Tennessee. : 

From Statesville, by Fancy Hill, Stony Point, 
Taylorsville, to. Wilkesboro.’ f 

From Statesville to Eagle Mills, via Liberty 
Hill, Snow Creek, Post Oak, New Institute, and 
Williamsburg, to Eagle Miils. ; s 

From Statesville to Mount Ulla, by Amity Hill. 

From Strickland’s Depot to Kenansville, via 
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Branch’s Store, Outlaw’s ‘Bridge, Albertsons, 
Resaca, Pink Hill, and Buena: Vista. = 
From Strickland’s Depot, by Kenansville, 
Hallsville, Richland, Trenton, and Pollocksville, 
te Newbern. i : ; 
_ From:Strickland’s Depot, by Taylor’s Bridge, 
Six Runs, Lisburn, Gravelly: Hill, Cypress, Har- 
rison’s Creek, and,Ellisville, to Fayetteville: 
From. Sugar Grove to Taylorsville, via Sody 
and Trade. i 
From Swansboro’, by Hurst’s, to Onslow 


From Swift Island, by Clark’s Creek, Mount 
Gilead, Little Mills, Dumas’s Store, Pee Dee, and 
Lisleville, to’ Wadesboro’. 

-From Sugar Grove, up Cove Creek, and down 
Roan’s Creek, to Taylorsville, in the State of 
Tennessee. 

From. Froy to Ashborough, by Matamoras, 
Auman’s Hill, Cox’s Mills, and White House. 

From Troy, by Harrisville, Wind: Hill, Jack- 
son Hill, Brengle’s Ferry, Columbia, and Heal- 
ing Springs, to Salisbury. 

From ‘Turtletown to Ellejay, Georgia, by Kim- 
sey’s Store, Hiwassee, Copper Mines, Pierceville, 
Chestnut Gap, and Santa Lucan. 

From Union Institute, in Randolph county, by 
Fair Grove, to Midway. 

From Valle Crucis to Cranberry Forge. 

From Wadesboro’, by Lanesborough, Monroe 
C..H., Coburn’s Store, Orrville, and Hornet’s 
Nest, to Charlotte. 

From Wadesboro’, by White’s Store, White 
Hill, Lane’s Creek, Beaver Dam, Richardson’s 
Creek, Jenkin’s Store, Gourd Vine, Hammond’s 
Store, and Diamond Hill, to Wadesboro’, 

From Warm Springs, by Paint Rock, Cato, 
and Bridgeport,.to Newport, Tennessee. 

From Warrenton to Shocco Springs. 

From Washington, by Blount’s Creek and 
Durham’s Creek, to South Creek. 

From Washington to Campbell’sCreek. ` 

‘From Washington, by Bath, Pungo Creek, 
Pantego, Leechville, Sladesville, Swan Quarter, 
and Lake Landing, to Middletown. 

From Washington, by Ocracoke, to Ports- 
mouth. . 

From Weldon, by Halifax, Enfield, Brattle- 
borough, Rocky Mount, Joyner’s Depot, Wilson, 
Black Creek, Nahunta, Goldsborough, Everetts- 
ville, Mount Olive, Faison’s Depot, Warsaw, 
Strickland’s Depot, Teachy’s, Washington De- 
pot, Sill’s Creek, Burgaw Depot, Wilmington, 
Smithville, to Charleston, South Carolina. 

From Weldon, (or from Garrysburg,) by Jack- 
son, Rich-Square, Roxoble, Hotel, and Windsor, 
to Plymouth. 

From Weldon to Gaston. 

From Weldon, by Westland, to Littleton. 

From West Brook, to Cain Tuck, by French 
Creek Church. 

From Williamston, by Flat Swamp afd Bethel, 
to Greenville. 

Fram Wilkesboro’ by Elkville, Fort Defiance, 
Lenoir C. H., and Copenhagen, to Morgantown. 

From Wilmington, by Whitesville, Fair Bluff, 
Marion C. H., South Carolina, Mars Bluff, Brad- 
leyville, Sumpterville, to Manchester, South Car- 
olina. 

From Wilmington, by Upper Town Creek 
Bridge, to Smithville. . . 

From Wilmington, by Scott’s Hill, Topsail 
Sound, Stump Sound, Onslow ©. H., Catharine 
Lake, Richland’s, and Bannerman, to Angola. 

From Wilmington, by Long Creek, Beatty’s 
Bridge, Block River Chapel, and Harrell’s Store, 
to Moore’s. 


From Wilson, by Stantonsburg, Speight’s | 


Bridge, and Snow Hill, to Hookerstown. 

From Wilson to Washington, by Saratoga, 
Maysville, Marlboro’, Pleasant Mount, Green- 
ville, Pactolus, and Boyd’s Ferry. 

From Windsor, by Merry Hill, Ashland, Cole- 
rain, Harrellsville, and Pitch Landing, to Mur- 
freesboro’. 

From Winton’to Gatesville. 

From Woodville to Durant’s Neck. 


From Wilkesboro’, by Lewi 
Fork, and Rotherwood, to Boon 


- South Carolina.—From ‘Abbeville i 
Warrenton, Monterey, Lownesville; Che ee 
Heights, Harper’s Ferry, and Ruckersville; Geor- 
gia, to Elberton, Georgia. `- ni ui = 

From. Anderson C; H., by. Clayton-and Rae. 
burn’s Gap, to Chattanooga; Tennessee... 2... | 
From Anderson C. H., by Butlersville; Mof- 
fettsville, Craftaville, Georgia, to: Ruckersyille. o 
From Anderson C. H., by Raburn’s Gap, to 
Knoxville, ‘Fennesgsee,. CERET ok ea 
From Anderson C. H. by Townville and 
Bachelor’s: Retreat, to Walton's Ford, |: 
From Abbeville Ç. H., by Eemple: of Health, 
Diamond Hill, Mount View, and:Wiilson’s Creek, 
to Moffettsville. — = 3 i ci 
From Abbeville C. H., by Smithville; 
wood.. ; A EET i 
From: Abbeville G. H., by. Smithville: ‘an 
Robert’s Store, to Abbeville Go He i585 
From Adams Run to Edisco Island. 00°) ce 
From Aiken, by Tinker’s Creek; and Dunbar- 
ton, to Lower Three Rung. ` è PRP a 
From Aiken, by Edisto, to. Kitching Mills: -4 
From Aiken, by Sawyer’s Mills, to Leesville; 
From Alston, by Thompson’s. and Long Rans 
to Monticello. Pn Lod Saag 
From Anderson C. FE., by Seneca, Anderson- 
ville, Henley’s Store, and Ford's Store, to Carneg- 
ville, Georgia. . oe 
From Anderson C.H., by Deep Creek, Steele’s, 
Churubusco, and Milvers, to Anderson C. H. p 
From Anderson C. H., by Locust Hill, Belton, 
Calhoun, Line Creek, to:Calhouns. cocas s 
` From- Anderson. C._H.,:by: Mountain 
Rock Mills, and Evergreen, to Montevide 
From Augusta, Georgia, by Quaker Springs, 
Woodlawn, South Carolina, Rocky. Pond, Par oe 
Store, Cairo, Mapleton, Bordeaux Wilmington; 
and Mount Carmel, to Calhoun Mills. - ~ 
From Augusta, Georgia, by Hamburg, Soath 
| Carolina, Edgefield C. H., Elton, Meeting: Street, 
and Sleepy Creek, to Ninety-Six Depot.: 0: 3.» 
From Augusta, Georgia, by Beach Island, Sil- 
verton, Four Mile Branch, Speedwell; -Lower 
Three Runs, Erwinton, King’s Creek, Danielton, 
Brighton, and Robertsville, to Gillisonville. =, 
From Barnwell C. H., by Fiddle Pond, Allen- 
dale, and Smyrna, to King’s Creek... « : 
From Beaufort to Pocotaligo. P 
Fram Belton to Anderson C fe) eo, 
From Bennettsville to Cheraw. Hae 
From Bennettsville to Beaver Dam. : 
From. Bishopsville, by. Mount: Elon.and 
Creek, to. Darlington C. H. Ai hag 
From Blackville to Barnwell C, H.: vi 
From Black Mingo, Williamsburg. District, by 
| Cooper’s Store, Roy’s Branch, and Boggy Swamp: 
Road, to Kingstree. ee eee. 
From Cambridge, by Ninety-Six, Swanney’s 


Swift 


Ferry, and Waterloo, to:Laurens-C..H HEN 

From Camden, by Boykin’s Depot, Statesburg, 
and Manchester, to-Wateree.._* 

From Camden, by Bee Tree, Longtown, Ridge- 
wood, Winnesboro’, Jackson’s Creek, Long Ran, 
Monticello. Glymphville, and Mount Betnel, to 
i Newbury C. H. ; 

From Camden, by Bee Tree and Longtown,:to 
Ridgeway. A 3 

From Carden to Tiller’s Ferry. 

From Camden, by James Hailes’s, Elm Grove, 
| Clayborn’s Store, Palmetto, Butler, Tryon, Dud- 
ley, Blackman’s Store, Blackman’s Gold Mine, 
Wild Cat, and Wolf Pond, North Carolina, to: 
Monroe. ` ; 

From Cedar Creek to Brown’s. was 

From Charleston, by Beaufort, Boyd’s Land- 
ing, Hilton Head, and Bluffton, to Savannah, 
Georgia. Chae 

From Charleston, by Summerville, Ridgeville, 
Inabnet’s, St. George’s, Branchville, Midway, 
Bambber’s, Graham’s Turnout, Blackville, Wills- 
| ton, White Pond, Woodward’s; Aikin, Bath, and) - 
| Hamburg, to Augusta, Georgia. ` 


From Charleston, by:Rantoul’s, Adam’s Run, 
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Ashepoo Ferry, Blue House, Salt Ketcher Bridge, ~. From Hamburg to Augusta, Georgia: From Packsville, by Clarendon, to Brewing- re 


D 
Pocatigo; Coosawhatchie; Gillsonville, to Gra- From Hamburg, by Poverty Fill, ira: Island, || ton. 
hamsville. ; Collier’s, Cold Spring, and Rehoboth, to Long- From Pendleton, by Wayside, Walhalla, Tun- : 
From Charleston, by Haddrell’s, to George- mire’s Store. i | nel Hill, and Whetstone, to Clayton, Georgia. si 
town. From Hope Station, by Walton, Glymphville, From Pendleton, by Five Mile, to Pickens C. 
From Charleston, by Beaufort, Boyd’s Landing, Maybington, and Goshen Hill, to Whitmire’s. H. 
Hilton Head, and Bluffton, to Savannah, Georgia. From Indiantown, by Singletarysville, to From Pendleton to Clayton, Georgia. 
From Charleston, to Mount Holly, Monk’s || Lynch’s Lake. 4 : From Pendleton, by Townville, Fair Play, 
Corners, and Black Oak, to Pineville. n Trom Jeffries Creek, by Willow Creek, Friend- Parker’s Store, Georgia, and Aquilla, to Carnes- 
From Charleston to New York. field, and Natural Grove, to Lynch’s Lake. ville, Georgia. 
From Chester C. H., by Lowreysville, Spring- From Jeffries Creek to Red Bluff. From Pickensville, by Fowler’s Creek, Dacus- 
well, Guthriesville, Yorkville, Clay Hill, Ranales- || _ From Jonesville, by McBrideville, Cedar || ville, Pampkintown, Twelve Mile, Glassy Moun- 
burg, and White Hall, to Charlotte. Springs, and Cedar Springs Asylum, to Spartan- |; tain, Wolf’s Creek, and Branch Island, to Picke 
From Chester C. H., by Baton Rouge, Carmel burg C. H. . f ensville. 
EL, and Tomsville, to Pinckneyville. From Kingsville, by Manchester, Sumterville, From Pickens C. H., by Bounty Land, War- 
. From Chester C. H. to Cedar Shoals. Marysville, Lynchburg, Timmonsville, Florence, || saw, Claremont, Bachelor’s Retreat, Snow Creek, 


From Columbia, by Lexington C. H., Lees- Gibson’s Roads, Marion C. H., Little Pee Dee || and Martin’s Creek, to Pickens C. H. 
ville, Ridge, and Lotts, to Edgefield C. H. River, Floydsville, Fair Bluf, Cerro Gordo, From Pickens C. H., by Oconee Station, Cher- 
From Columbia, by Tompkin’s Turnout, Gads- Whitesville, and Robinson’s, to Wilmington, || okee, and Whetstone, to Pickens C. H. 


den, Fort Motte, St. Matthews, Orangeburgh North Carolina. ay From Pickens C. H., by Clayton’s Mills, Sa- 

C: H., and Jaimson, to Branchville. From Kingstree, by William Lipage’s, along || lubrity, Pickensville, Wolf- Creek, and Camp 

From Columbia, by Pleasant Springs, Counts- the Gap way road, to Georgetown. Ground, to Pickens C. H. 

ville, and Calk’s Cross Roads, to Calk’s Ferry. From Kingstree, by Sutton’s and Lownde’s From Pickens C. H., by Crow Creek, Ander- 
From Columbia, by Alston, Pomaria, and Frog | Ferry, to Thirty-two Mile House. son’s Mills, Twelve Mile, and Mix’s,on Estatoe, 

Level, to Newbury Č. H. From Lancaster C, H., by Landsford, Wal- || to Pickens C. H. : 


From Columbia, by Level, Ridgeway, Simp- lace, Lewisville, and La Grange, to Chester ©, H. From Pickens C. H., by Walhalla, Colonel’s 
son’s, Winnsboro’, Blackstock, Cornwall Turn- || _ From Lancaster C. H., by Flint Ridge, Hick- || Fork, Horse Shoe, Walton’s Ford, Georgia, To- 
out, Chesterville, Chester C. H., Smith’s Turn- || Or Head, ‘Jefferson, and Mount Croghan, to || coa Falls, Clarkesville, Nacoochee, Mount Yo- 


out, Rock Hill, Fort Mills, and Pineville, to || Chesterfield C. H. nah, Pleasant Retreat, and Cavender’s Creek, to 

Charlotte. From Laurens C. H., Mount Gallagher, Brew- || Dahlonega, Georgia. 

From Columbia, by Oakville, to Rockville. ton, Line Creek, Tumbling Shoals, Bluff Rabon, From Pineville, by Murray’s Ferry, Kingstree, 
From Columbia, by Hope Station, Alston, || and Simpson’s Mills, to Laurens C. H. Camp Bidge, Lynch’s Lake, Effingham, and: 


Pomaria, Newberry ©. H., Chappel’s Bridge, From Laurens C. H., by Tylersville, Cross || Tan’s Bay, to Darlington C.H. 
Dyson’s Mills, Ninety-Six, New Market, Green- Anchor, Black Jack Valley, and Smith’s Store, From Pinckneyville, by Wartola, to Gowdeys- 


wood, Abbeville, Donaldsville, Honey Path, Bel- to Glen Springs. ville. 
ton, Anderson C. H., Williamston, and Golden From Laurens ©. H., by Monroe, Fountain From Pinckneyville, by Tomsville and Sanders- 
Grove, to Greenville C, H. Inn, and Plains, to Greenville C. H. ville, to Chester C. H. 

From Conwaysborovugh, by Lake Swamp, to From Leesville, by Hollow Creek, German- |i From Pocotaligo, by Hickory Hill, to Whippy 


Floyd’s Mills. ville, Mount Willing, Oakland, Perry’s Cross 
. From Conwaysborough, by Branton Cross Roads, Culeman’s Cross Roads,Chappell’s Bridge, 
Roada, Prince’s Store, and Bug Swamp, to Fair | and Vaughnsviile, to Spring Grove. 


| Swamp. ‘ 
From Ridgeville, by Roadsville, Holly -Hills, 
Vance’s Ferry, to Wright’s Bluff. 


Bluff, North Carolina. From Leesville, by Steedman’s, Williamson’s || From Richardsonville, by Dawson’s Mills, 
From Cokesbury to Abbeville. i Mills, and Bull Swamp, to Orangeburgh C. H. (Dyson’s Mills,) to Lodi. 

From Cornwell’s Turnout, by Torbit’s Store, | From Lexington to Williamson’s Mills. From Robertaville, by Sisters Ferry, to Guy- 
to Hazlewood. From Lexington, by Rocky Well, Calks Ferry, || ton, Georgia. 

From Cross Anchor, by Hobbyville, Wood- || and Saluda Mills, to Prosperity. | From Rocky Ridge, by Claytonsville, to Belton. 
ruff’s, Cashville, Sparta, Pliny, Pleasant Grove, From Little River, by Shallotte, to Smithville. |! | From Scuffletown, by Pleasant Mount, Young’s 
Chick Springs, and Pomeroy, to Merrittsville. H | From Little River, by Pineway Ferry, Iron || Store, Centreville, Stonesville, Cashville, and 

From Donaldsonville, by Gentsville, Queens- Hill, and Cross Roads, to Whitesville, North || Poolsville, to Spartanburg C. H. 
borough, Calhoun, Stantonville, Williamston, Carolina, i From Sleepy Creek, by New Market, to Phe- 
Golden Grove, Stering Grove, and Highway, to From Lynch’s Lake to Baker’s. nix. 

Greenville C. H., From Lynchburg, ey Shiloh, Bethlehem, and From Spartanburg C. H., by Walnut Grove, 

‘From Due West Corner to Donaldsonville. New Zion, to Sandy Grove. Millville, Crowsville, Woodruff’s, Barleywood, 


From Edgefield C. H., by Duntonsville, Long- From Marion C. H., by (Britton’s Neck,) || Mountain Shoals, and Scuffletown, to Laurens 
mire’s Store, Millway, and Harrisburg, to Abbe- Centenary, and Tabernacle, to Marion C. H. .H. 
ville ©. H. From Manchester to Fulton. From Spartanburg C. H., by Damascus, 
From Edgefield C. TI. to New Berry C. H. From Marion C. H., by Cat Fish, Gum || Coulter’s Ford, Buck’s Creek, to Fingersville. 
From Florence, by Darlington and Society Hill, Swamp, Reedy Creek, Little Rock, Selkirk, | From Spartanburg ©. H., by Mount Zion, 
to Cheraw. Brownsville, Parnassus, and Clio, to Bennetts- || New Prospect, Cannon’s Store, Earlesville, 


From Fountain Inn, by Cripple Creek, Lick- || ville. : ! Horse Creek, North Carolina, and Tryon, to 
ville, Cedar Falls, Dunklin, Eden, and Fairview, || _ From Marion C. H., by Allen’s Bridge and || Hendersonville, North Carolina. 
to Fountain Inn. Campbell’s Bridge, to Little Rock. || From Spartanburg C. H., by Boiling Spring, 


From Gilligonville, by Horse Gall, A. M. From Martin’s Depot, by Marengo, Milton, 


hee 2 White’s Store, Fingersville, Cross Roadsat John 
Rath’s, B. L. Willingham’s, and Silver Hill, to || Spring Grove, Cross Hill, Mountsville, and 


Wilkins’s, and Poorsford, on Broad River, to 


Beech Branch. North Creek, to Martin’s Depot. | Rutherfordton, North Carolina. 

From Georgetown, by China Grove, Black | From Millway, by Indian Hill, Sandover, and || From St. George’s to Waterboro’. 

Mingo, Johnsonville, Lynch’s Creek, Flintville, | Wiedeman’s, to Calhoun Mills. | Fyom St. Matthew’s to Poplar. 

and Marr’s Bluff, to Merchant’s Bluff. From Mrs. Mason’s, by Bethel, New Centre, | From Sumpterville, via Plowdon’s Mills, Brew- i 
From Georgetown, by Yanhanna, Buckaville, |i and Bethany, to Antioch. i| ington, Clarendon, Wright’s Bluff, Friendship, 

Conwayboro’, and Dogwood Neck, to Little | From Newberry C. H., by Pageville, Broad- | Packsville, and Privateer, to Sumpterville. 

River. g way, Martin’s Depot, and Clinton, to Laurens |} FromSumpterville, by Mechanicsville and Mill- 
From Grahamsville to Bluffton. c. H. ; grove, to Bishopville. 


From Graham’s Turnout, by Duncansville, || From Newberry ©. H., by Indian Creek, Rey- 

Buford’s Bridge, Angley’s Branch, Greenfield, || nosa, Huntington, to Cross Anchor. 
Beach Branch, Lawtonville, Steep Bottom, and | 
| 


From Sumpterville, by Bradleyville, Black 
i| River, Salem, Sandy Grove, Kingstree, and fn- 
From Newberry C. H., by Boulwareville, | diantown, to Johnsonville. 


Robertsville, to Gillisonville. i Bankwright’s Ferry, on Saluda River, Perry 3 |! Brom Swift Creek to Hartsville. 
From Graham’s Turnout, by Rocky Swamp, |, Cross Roads, Oakland, Mount Wflling, Smith, | From Unionville, by Meansville, Smith’s Store, 
Kitching’s Mills, Edisto, and Edisto Mills, to || Saluda, to Lott’s, Edgefield District. | and Roger’s Bridge, to Woodruff’s. 
Lott’s, (| From Newberry C. H., by Mount Bethel, to Brom. Unionville, by Jonesville, Pea Ridge, 
From Greenville C. H., by Buena Vista, Pliny, [i Glymphville. ` I| Pacolet Mills, Timber Ridge, and Bowlingaville, 
and. Cashville, to Woodruff’s. || From Newberry ©. H., by Beth Eden, Whit- || to Limestone Springs. 
From Greenville C. H., by Sandy Flat, and | mire’s, Cold Well, Unionville, Fair Forest, Boy- From Unionville, by Shady Grove, Rosebo- 


Pomeroy, to Highland Grove. | gansville, Glenn Spring, Spartansburg, Damas- 


From Greenville C. H., by Pleasant Grove, :| Cus, and Island Ford, North Carolina, to Ruth- 


rough, Liberty Hall, Poplar Grove, to Newbury’ 
: ic. H. 
Wallace’s Factory, New Hope, Crawfordsville, | erfordton. From Unionville, by Carmel Hill and Baton 
and Fort Prince, to Spartanburgh C. H. i _From Newberry C. H.,by Shap Springs, Hig- || Rouge, to Chester ©. H. 

From Greenville C. H., by ‘Traveller’s Rest, || gins Ferry, Coleman’s Roads, Big Creek, Rich- | From Unionville, by Bradley’s Old Place, John 
Lima, Merrittsville, Green River, North Caro- || ardsonvilie, and Fruit Hill, to Edgefield C. H. || McKissick’s, Skull Shoals, and Gowdeysville, to 


lina, Flat Rock, Hendersonville, Mud Creek, and | From Orangeburg C. H. to Vance’s Ferry. | Wilkinsville. 
Shufordsville, to Ashville. | From Pacolet Mills, by Duncan’s Store, John |} From Walhalla to Pendleton. 
From Greenville to Head of Greenville and || Wilkins’s, and Duncan’s Old Store, to White {| From Walterboro’ to Blue House. 
Columbia Railroad. © Plains. | From Williston, by Davis Mills, to Jordan’s 


From Greenville C. H., by Gilder, Clear | From Panther Fork, by North Saluda, Titu- |! Mills. 
Spring, and Enora, to Woodraft’s. ‘yoy, and South Saluda, to Pumpkintown. Brom Winnsboro’, by Gladden’s Grove, Ross- 


me Beckhamsville, and Cedar Shoals, to: Lewis- 
ville. : = a 

_ From: Winnsboro’, by- Gladden’s Cove, Rocky 
Mount, and Longstreet, to Lancaster C, H; | 

. From Winnsboro’, by Jackson’s Greek, Bell’s 
Store, Bryer’s Store, Buckhead, Feasterville; 
Halseliville,. Crosville,. Fish Dam, and -Mount 
Tabor, to Pinckneyville. . N 
From Woodruff’s, by:Enoree, Clear: Springs, 
and Gilder, to Greenville C. H. 

. From Williamston, by Newell’s, Golden Spring, 
Douthet, Bushy: Creek, Equality, Slabtown, 
Piercetown, and Silver Glade, to Williamston. 

From Yorkville, by Clay Hill, Renalesburg, 
Rose Hill, and. White Hall, to. Charlotte, 

From Yorkville, by Zeno, South Point, Wood- 
lawn, Cottage Home, Chronicle, Vesuvius: Fur- 
nace, to Newton. 

From Yorkville, by Allison Creek, Zeno, South 
Point, North Carolina, Woodlawn, Cottage 
Home, Chronicle, and Vesuvius Furnace, to 
Newton. P 

From Yorkville, by Hickory Grove, Smith’s 
Ford, Wilkensville, Limestone Springs, Grassy 
Pond, High Shoals, North Carolina, Butler, 
arid Hicksville, to Rutherfordton, North Car- 
olina, 

From Yorkville, by Hickory Grove, 
Boydton, Cherokee’ Iron Works, 
Draytonsville, Limestone Springs, Clarksville, 
Cowpens, Arrow Wood, Fingerhill, and Jackson 
Hill, to Earlesville. 

From Yorkville, by Meek’s Hill, Hopewell, 
Gowdeysville, Pacolet Mills, and Bivingsville, to 
Spartanburg C. H. ; 

From Yorkville, by Blairsville, Bullock’s Creek, 
Pinckneyville, Mount Tabor, Unionville, Cedar 
Grove, and Cross Keys, to Cross Anchor. 

From Yorkville, by Tirza, Ebenezerville, Rock 
Hill, Nation Ford, Counts Tavern, Landsford, 
Long Street, Dry Creek, Russell Place, Liberty 
Hil, and Red Hill, to Camden. 

From Yorkville, by Hickory Grove, Harmony, 
Boydton, Cherokee Iron Works, Coopersville, 
Dratonsville, Limestone Springs, Thickety Ford, 
Moultrie, and Hurricane, to Spartanburg C. H. 


Harmony, 
Coopersville, 


Georgia.—From Albany, by Thomasville, Oka- 
pilco, and Morven, to Troupville. 

From Albany, by Chickasawhatchee, Dover, 
Cuthbert, Petaula, to Georgetown. 

From Albany, by Gillion’s, Concord, Pachitta, 
and FalÎ Creek, to. Fort Gaines. 

From Albany, by Gum: Pond, Thomasville, 
Dancansville, and Centreville, to Tallahassee, 
Florida. 

From Albany, by Gintown and Pennsboro’, to 
Trwinsville. 

From Alapaha, by Drivers Hill and Trouble- 
some, to Jasper, Florida. 

From Athens, by Brookline, Amandaville, Mon- 
tevideo, Evergreen, South Carolina, and Rock 
Mills, to Anderson C.. H., South Carolina. 

From Athens, by Bascobel, Harmony Grove, 
Maysville, Gillsville, Poplar Springs, Hughes- 
burg, and Dawson, to. Clarkesville. 

From Athens, by Danielsville, Madison Springs, 
Franklin Springs, Bowersville, to Henley ’s Store. 

From Athens, by Jefferson, Pond Fork, Sugar 
Hill, and Cunningham’s Store, to: Gainesville. 

From Athens, by Planter’s Stand, Taylors- 
ville, and Cromer’s Mills, to Carnesville. 

From Atlanta, by Boltonville, Marietta, Ack- 
worth, Alatoona, Cartersville, Cassville, Kings- 
ton, Adairsville, Calhoun, Resaca, Tilton, Dalton, 
Tunnel Hill, Ringold, Opalika, and Chickamoga, 
to Chattanooga, Tennessee. ; 

From Atlanta, by Utoy, Sandtown, Campbell- 
ton, Dark Corner, Villa Rica, and Hickory 
Level, to Carrollton. ; 

From Atlanta, by Ark, Red Oak, Fair Burn, 
Palmetto, Newnan, Willow Grove, Corinth, As- 
bury, La Grange, and Long Cane, to West 
Point. i 

From Americus, by Providence, to Chenuba. 

From Americus, by Danville and- Drayton, to 
Vienna. i 

From Americus, by Plains of Dura, Lannahas- 
see, Searsville, and Pineville. 

From Augusta to Richmond Factory. 

From Augusta, by Brezelie, Saw Dust, Lom- 
bardy, Thompson, Double Wells, Crawfords- 
ville, Union Point, Greensborough, Buckhead, 
Madison, Social Circle, Covington, Oxford, Con- 


yers, Lythonia, Stone Mountain; and: Decatur; to 
Atlanta. = ite R Ss ak gS eats 

“From Augusta; by Kekokee, Eubanks, Double 
Branches, Lincolton, Goshen, Petersburgh; An- 
thony’s' Shoals, Covk’s. Law: Office, Elberton, 
Amandaville, Eagle Grove, Bowersvillé;. and 
Fairview, to Carnesville. a ORS ; 

From: Battle Ground to Mount Vernon. ; 

From Ball Ground; in: Cherokee county, by 
Jasper, to: Ellijay: ` an ust : 

: From Barnesville; by The: Rock, Thomaston, 
Double: Bridges, Pleasant Hill, Talbotton, Box 
Spring, and Pine Hill, to Upatore. i i 

From Bellville to Talbotton. 

From Blairsville, by. Choestoe, Loudsville, 
and Pleasant Retreat, to Dahlonega. 


From. Blairaville, by: Young Cane, Toccoah,- 


Blue Ridge, White Path, Ellijay, Cerro Gordo, 
Talking Rock, Pine Log, and Fairmount; to 
Cassville. 

From Brunswick, by Waynesville, Wares- 
boro,’ and Magnolia, to Troupville. : 

From Brunswick, by Bethel, Waynesville, 
and Langsburg, to Jeffersonton. 

From Butler, by Wilcher’s Mills and Taze- 
well, to Buena Vista. 

From Canton, by Ball Ground, Marble Works, 
Juno, to:Dahlonega. . 

From Camak to Warrenton. 

From Carrollton, by Laurel Hill and Union 
Mill, to Franklin. 

From Campbellton to Fairburn. 

From Carrollton, by New Babylon, to Van 
Wert. 

From Carnesville, by Balce Springs, Isaac 
Davis, Erastus, and Nat Gunneil’s, to Jefferson, 

From Cartersville, by Stylesborough and Van 
Wert, to Cedartown. 

From: Cedar Bluff’ to Cave Spring. 

From Cassville, by. Little Prairie, Sonora, Free 
Bridge, and Holly Creek, to Spring: Place. 

From Cave Spring, by Harrol’s Cross Roads 
and Occola, Alabama, to Cedar Bluff. 

From Centre Village, by Trader’s Hill and 
Paulerson’s Ferry, to Suwanne. 

From Cedartown to. Pumpkinpill. 

From Chattanooga, Tennessee, by Wauhatchie, 
Georgia, to Trenton. : A 

From Chattanooga, Tennessee, by Roseville, 
Georgia, to Frick’s Gap. 


From: Chattanooga: to Head of McLemore’s' 


Cave. 

From Clayton to Blairsville. 

From Clayton to: Whetstone: 

From Columbus, by Piedmont, Mulberry Grove, 
Mountain Hill, and Whitesville, to West Point: 

From. Columbus, “Cottage Hill, Jamestown, 
Hannahatchee, Lumpkin, and Cuthbert, to Fort 
Gaines. : 

From Copeland, by: Adams, to House Creek. 

From Covington, by Newton Factory, Worth- 
ville, Jackson, Indian Springs, Cork, and New 
Market, to Forsyth. i 

From Covington, by Middle Ridge, Oak Hill, 
McDonough, and Double Cabins, to Griffin. 

From Dahlonega, by. Anricolola, Prince Ed- 
ward’s, Carticay-Ellejay, Tail’s Creek, Coosa: 
wattee, Spring Place, and Cedar Ridge, to Dalton. 

From Dahlonega, by William Roberison’s, to 
Round Hill. 

From Dahlonega, by Cooper’s Gap, Gaddis- 
town, Stock-Hill, Skeinah, Will Scott, Toccoah, 
Hot House, Hiwassee Mine, Rece Spring, and 
Greasy Creek, to Benton, Tennessee. 

From Darien to Brunswick. 

From. Darien to Frederica. 

From Darien, by Fort Barrington Ferry, Pen- 
darvis Store, Alabaham Creek, and Strickland’s, 
to Waresboro’. ; 

From Davisborough to Term’s Bridge. j 

From Decatur, by Panthersville, Pucker’s Cabin 
and Stockbridge, to McDonough. 

From Double Wells, by Sharons to Washington. 

From Dublin to Jackson ville. 

From Eatonton, by Staffordsville and Clinton, 
to Macon. 

From Eatonton to Monticello. 

From Eden to James Hagans, Bullock county. 

From Eden, by J. Denmarks, W. D. Loacks, 
and: Brueton’s Mills, to Reidsville, 

From Edenton, by James Shuman’s, to Ed- 
ward’s Bridge. 

From Elberton, by Harmony and Cold Water, 
to Montevideo. ; 


H 


1l 


-Froń Eufaila; Aabäma 
gia, :Petaula; Cotton- Hil 
Pachilta, Spring. Creek 
Bainbridge. x 
From Fort Gaines, by 
Blakely, Olive Grove; aúd: 
chie; Florida- eee 
From Fort Valley, by Reynolds; 
From Fort: Valley zby Sandy Poin 
Francisville, and’ Daviston; to Talbot 
From Fort: Valley 
to: Hawkinsvilles oe T so cc 
From Fort Valley by Marshallville, W 
ter; and. Montezama,.to Oglethorpe.” a 
From Gainesville, by: War Hill,:Gilleville, Hud- 
son, Nail’s ‘Creek, and Walnut Eill;:to-Carnes- 
ville. ea tide 
From Gaineavillesby New Bridge and Auraria, 
to: Dahlonega) Š paaa OLE RIEA 
From Gainesvile;by Brown’siMilis, Crossville, 
| Smithville, Barretaville, High Tower, Broadtree, 
| Orange, and Canton, to’ Etowah. 0.0 o" an 
‘Gainesville, by Duane: Street; to: Clarke- 


by: Perty'and 


From 
ville. i i eee caee oars a 
From Gainesville, by Glade: Mines and Polks- 


ville, to Argo. ees he A Day ; 
| _ From Gainesville to Walnut: Aill,” Bashvillé, 
Hudson, Sillville, to Carnesville. ane E 
From: Gayton to Spring field: fe ae 
From ‘Gintown, by Hinton, Ochlochney; atid 
Talokas, to Okapilco: aE ne ae 
From Greensborough to White Plains. : 
From Greensborough to Glades Cross Roads. 
From Greensborough, by Penfield,’ to Scull 
Shoals. : Se ate E 
From Greenville, by’ Woodbury and: Magda- 
lena, to Pleasant Hill. : mae as 
From Greenville, by Farmers, White Sulphur 
Springs, King’s Gap, Goodman’s Croas Roads, 
ea, and Cochan’s Cross Roads, to Colum- 
us. 
From Greenville to: Warm Springs: 9 o 
From Griffin, by Liberty Hill; to: Unionville. 
From Griffin to Zebulon. 80-0 > f 
From Griffin, by York; White: Water; 
Grove, Kidron, and Saluda, to Newman, ` 
From: Griffin, by Double Cabins; Towalliga, 
Jackson, Indian Spring, Cork, Seven Islands; -to 
Monticello. er oer 
From Grifiin, by. Erin, Jones’s Mills, Green- 
ville, Mountville, Lagrange, Long Cane, and 
West Point, to Cusseta, Alabama: i0 0o; 
From Gum Swamp to Irvinville. EaR Go 
From Hatlcyondale, by Milk Rey: and’ States- 
boro’, to Reidsville. a : 
From Halcyondale, by Black Creek, Buck 
Creek, Sylvania C. H., Jacksonborough, Mill 
Haven, Joy’s Mills, and Alexander, to Waynes- 
borough. Bets 
From Hawkinsville;, by’ Copeland, Temper- 
ance, McRae’s “Store; Jacksonville, -Clay ville, 
Lumber City, Boxville, Perry’s Mills;:Beard’s 
Creek, and. Jones’s Creek’, to Darien. F 
From Hawkinsville,: by Millwood; Vienna, 
Gum Creek, Slade, Warwick, and’ ‘Hollidays- 
ville, to Albany. ‘ aoe 
From Hawkinsville to Gum Swamp. a 
From Hawkinsville, by Lawson and’ Vineyard, 
to [rwinsville. BEI “aes RA Nt 
From Holmeaville, by Stafford’s Ferry’ and 
| Surrency’s, to Reidsville. : 
From Holmesville to Hall. 
From Hantsville to Dallas. j 
From Jacksonville, by Feronia, to” Octuigee- 
ville. fae 
From Jasper to Cassville. ; 
| From Jefferson, by John Randolph’s and 
| Cain’s, to Cumming. 
; From Jenk’s Bridge, in Bullock county, by 
Davis’s Mills, and: Briar Patch,’ to Statesbo- 
rough. 
From Jonesborough to Fayetteville. 
From Jones’s* Mills, by Rocky Mount, to 


i Holly. 


From Kingston to Rome. PE, 
From Knoxville, by Hopewell, to Russellville. 
From Knoxville, by Hickory Grove, Hootens- 
ville, Carsonville, and Centre, to Talbotton. 
From Knoxville, by Hammock’s Grove, Cul- 


| loden, and Wynansville, to Thomaston. 


¿From Lagrange, by O'Neal's Mills, ‘Cochran’s 
Cross Roads, Hamilton, and Cataula, to Colum- 
bus, ne i 

From Lagrange, by. Vernon, Antioch, W ehad- 
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kee, Alabama, Rock Mills, Roanoke, and High 
Pine, to Wedowee, Alabama. 5 

From Lagrange, by Houston, 

From Lanier to Oglethorpe. , H 

From Lannahassee, by Bottsford, Pleasant | 
Level, Flat Point, to Starkville. i 

From Lawrenceville, by Suwanñee, Shenton- 
ville, and Cumming, to High Tower. 

From Lawrenceville, by. Chinkapin Grove, | 
Auburn, Mulberry, and Marcus, to Jefferson. 

From Lexington to Lexington Depot. | 

From Lexington, by Point Peter, Broad River, | 
Elberton, Harmony, Coldwater, Montevideo, | 
Evergreen, South Carolina, Rock Mills, Moun- 
tain Creek, to Anderson C. H. : 

From Lombardy, by Republican, Reedy Creek, | 
Spread Oak, and Sylvan Grove, to Fenn’s Bridge. 

From Loudsville to Clarksville. | 

From Lowellville, by Rocky Mount, Holly, 
Gold Hill, and Hogansville, to Corinth. 

From Lithonia, by Flat Rock, to White House. 

From Lithonia to Rockbridge. 

From Macon, by Reynoldsville, Fort Valley, ; 
Powdersville, Reynold’s Steam Factory, to Co- | 
Jumbus. 

From Macon, by Fort Valley, Marshallsville, 
Winchester, and Montezuma, to Oglethorpe. | 

From Macon, by Colaparchee, Forsyth, Barnes- | 
ville, Milner, Griffin, Bear Creek, Jonesboro’, | 
Rough and Ready, and East Point, to Atlanta. | 

From Macon, by Jeffersonville, Marion, and | 
Twiggsville, to ‘Larversville. \ 

From Macon, by Colaparchee, Forsyth, Barnes- 
ville, and Milner, to Griffin. 

From Madison, by Double Shoals, Salem, and 
Farmington, to Watkinsville, 

From Madison, by Hearnsville and Shady Dale, | 
to Monticello. | 

From Madison, Ry 
onton, Staffordville, 
Macon. 

From Magnolia to Blount’s Ferry, Florida. 

From Magnolia, by Coffee C. H., to Swan’s | 
Store. : 

From Magnolia, b 
paha, to Troupville. 

From Marietta, by Roswell, Lebanon Farm | 
House, Big Creek, Cumming, Coal Mountain, 
Crossville, and Aararia, to Dahlonega. 

From Marietta, by Lost Mountain, to Dallas, 
m Paulding county. 

From Marietta, by Noonday and Woodstock, 
to Canton. 

From Marietta, by Powder Springs, to Salt 
Springs. 
mS Marion, by Cool:Springs, to Lauren’s 

ih. 

From Marshallville to Lanier C. H. 

From Mayfield to Powelton. 

From Mayfield, -by Rock. Mills, Shoals of | 
Ogeechee, Curry’s Mills, and Fenn’s Bridge, to | 
Davisboro’. 

From Maysville, by Grove Level, Bushville, || 
Nails Creek, Middle River, and Hollingsworth, || 
to Allendale. ; i 

From Milledgeville, by Blountsville, Tran- i 
quilla, Hillsboro’, Monticello, Palo Alto, Leaks- ; 
ville, and Starsville, to Covington. 

From Milledgeville, by Talmadge, to Gordon, 

From Milledgeville, by Clopton’s Mills, to 
Eatonton. 

From Milledgeville, by Dennis, to Eatonton, 

From Milledgeville, by Black Springs, Aki- 
mira, Sparta, and Powelton, to Double Wells. 

From Midville, by Conoochee, to Swains- 
borough. 

From Millin to Waynesborough. 

P From Morganton to Murphey, North Caro- 
ina. 

From McDonough, by Spring, to Sandy Ridge, 


From Moseley’s Store to Walton’s Ford, on 
Tugalo River. 


2 i 
to Franklin. 


Glade’s Cross Roads, Eat- | 
Jountsville, and Clinton, to 


y Carter’s Bridge and Ala- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


t 
From Mount Yonah, by Mossy Creek and | 
Polkville, to Poplar Spring, Efall county. i 
From Mount Vernon, by Little York, to Sugar | 
Creek. it 
aon Mount Vernon, by Sterling, to Reids- | 
ville. H 
From Morvin, by Shank Ferry, Hahird, Avat | 
Randalls, to Orel. aaa cea | 
_From Monticello, by Gladesville, Graball, Card- | 
ville, and Poverty Hill, to Macon. 


7 


| H 


From Newnan, by Lodi, Rotherwood, and 
Bowersville, to Carrollton. . 

From Newnan, by Paris, Location, 
ralson, to Erin. 

-From Newnan, 
Franklin. 

From Newnan, by County Line, a 
River Town, Cambleton, Salt Springs, 
Powder Springs, to Marietta. À 

From Oglethorpe, by Americus, Starkville, 
Palmyra, Albany, Newton, Brainbridge, Quincy, 
and Salubrity, to Tallahassee, Florida. 

From Oglethorpe, by Grangerville, Poindexter, 
Fragoletta, Tazewell, Buena Vista, Glenalta, and 


and Har- 
by Rio and Enon Grove, to 


Cedar Branch, 
and 


i| Halloca, to Columbus. 


From Oglethorpe, by Hamburg, Pondtown, 
Buena. Vista, Searsville, Richland, Lumpkin, 
Bladen Creek, and Georgetown, to Eufaula, Ala- 
bama. z 

From Oglethorpe, by Lanier, Howard, Upa- 
tire, and Steam-Factory, to Columbus. 

From Oglethorpe, by Jallappa and Byronsville, 
to Vienna. 

From Okapilko to Piscola. 

From Palmetto, by County Line,Cedar Branch, 
Riverton, and Campbellton, to Palmetto. 

From Pendam’s Store, by Linder’s Biuff, Burd- 
dishville, Rushville, and Esonville, to Holmesville. 

From Perry to Henderson. 

From Philadelphia to Savannah. 

From Pleasant Hill, by Bellville, Bluff Springs, 
Waverly Hall, and Ellerslie, to Columbus. 

From Raysville, by Leathersville, to Lincoln- 
ton. 

From Pond Town, by Quebec, to Holly Grove. 

From Pond Town, by Buena Vista, Glenalta, 
Halloca, and Quinfield, to Columbus. 

From Resaca, by Sugar Valley, Villanova, 
Gordon Springs, Chestnut Flats, and Lafayette, 
to Frick’s Gap. 

From Ringgold, by Wood’s Station, to Lafay- 


i| ette. 


From Riceboro’, by Walthourville, to Hines- 
ville. 


From Rome, by Vann’s Valley, to Cedartown. |! 


From Rome, by Annuchee, Dirttown, Sum- 
merville, Trion Factory, Lafayette, Rock Spring, 
Snow Hill, and Roseville, to Ringgold. 

” From Rome, by Thomas’s Mills, to Alabama, 
via the south side of Coosa river. 

From Rome,by Vann’s Valley, to Cave Spring. 

From Sandersville, by Warthen’s Store, to 
Long’s Bridge. 

From Savannah, by Gayton, Egypt, Halcyon- 
dale, Ogechee, Scarborough, Millin, Midville, 
Holcomb, Spear’s Turnout, Davisborough, Ten- 
nille, Oconee, Emmett, McDonald, Gordon, and 
Griswoldville, to Macon. 

From Savannah to New York. 

from Savannah, by Riceboro’ and South New- 
port, to Darien. 

From Savannah, by Darien, Brunswick, St. 
Mary’s, Mayport Mills, Florida, Yellow Bluff, 
Jacksonville, Mandarin, Hibernia, Middleburgh, 


| Picolata, to Pilatka, Florida. 


From Social Circle, by Brick Store and New- 
born, to Ebenezer. 
From Social Circle, by Monroe, Good Hope, | 
High Shoals, and Watkinsville, to Athens. 
From Spear’s Turnout to Louisville. 
From Spear’s Turnout to Battle Ground. 
From St. Mary, by Woodstock Mills, Florida, 
to Centre Village, Georgia. | 
From Stone Mountain, by Pinckneyville, to | 
Warsaw. | 
From Stone Mountain, by Sweetwater, Yellow 
River, Lawrenceville, Cain’s, and Hog Mountain, | 
to Gainesville. 
From Sparta to Tennille. 
From Sparta to Mount Zion. 
m Sugar Hill, by Cobbsville, to Jackson- 
ville. 
From Swayne’s Store to Waresboro’. 
From Swainesboro’, by Ohopee, to Reidsville. 
From Talbotton, by Reabone, to Hootenville. 
From Tennille to Rick’s Mills. 
From Tennille, by Irwin’s Cross Roads and | 
Buck Eye, to Dublin. 
From Tennille to Sandersville. 


From Thomasville, by Dekeb’s Store and Glas- |) 


gow, to Monticello, Florida. 
From Thomasville to Bainbridge. 


From Newnan, by Saluda and Kidron, to i 
Fayetteville. 


From Thomasville, by Eastwood, to Miccosu- 
kee, Florida. . | 


i 


From Thomasville, by Boston, Grooverville, 
and Stanton, to Monticello, Florida. 

From Thomasville, by Okapilco and Morven, 
to Troupville. 

From Thompson, by Rightsboro’, Raysville, 
Winfield, Applin, and White Oak, to Thompson. 

From Toomsborough, by Milburn, Stephens- 
ville, and Cool Springs, to Lauren’s Hill. 

From Troupville, by Piscola and Cherry Lake, 
Florida, to Madison C. H. 

From Troupville, by Griffin’s Mills, Flat Creek, 
and Edenfield, to Erwinsville. 

From ‘Troupville, by Clayattsville, to Belleville, 
Florida. 

From Union Point, by Public Square, to Philo- 
math. 

From Union Point, by Woodville, Baidstown, 
and Maxey, to Athens. 

From Vernon, by Antioch, Wehadkee, Ala- 
bama, Rock Mills, Roanoke, and High Pine, to 
Wedokee. . 

From Villa Rica, by Pleasant Vale, Etna, and 
Cedartown, to Cave Spring. 

From Villa Rica to Van Wert. 

From Villa Rica, by Burnt Stand, Tallapoosa, 
Oak Level, Alabama, and Rabbit Town, to Jack- 
sonville, Alabama. 

From Villa Rica to Flint Hill. 

From Villa Rica, by Pumpkin Vine and Dallas, 


‘to Powder Springs. 


_From Waresboro’, by Ocean Wave, to Fredo- 
nia. 

From Waresboro’, by Kettle Creek, to Centre- 
ville. 

From Waresboro’, by St. Hla, Holmesville, 
Piney Head, Stafford’s Ferry, and W atermelon, 
to Reidsville. 

From Washington, by Danburg, Petersburg, 
Calboun’s Mills, South Carolina, and Lebanon, 


|} to Abbeville, South Carolina. 


From Washington, by Mallorysville, Fish 
Dam, Indian Hill, to Elberton. 

From Washington to Rehoboth. 

From Washington to Centreville. 

From White Sulphur Springs, by Warm 
Springs and Quito, to Bellevue. 

From Winchester, by Minerva, to Horse 
Head. . 

From Young Cane, by Stock Hill, Tekenetely, 
and Carticay, to Talking Rock. l 

Florida.—From Adamsville, by Pineborough 
and Fort Butler, to Lake Griffin. 

From Alligator, by White Springs, Jasper, 
Jennings, Belleville, Cherry Lake, Hamburg, 
Clifton, and Ancilla, to Monticello. 

From Alligator, by Durham, to Otustee. 

From Alligator,by Suwannee Shoals, to Blount’s 
Ferry. i 

From Augusta to Homasassa. 

From Appalachicola, by Chattahoochee, to 
Columbus, Georgia. 

From Alaqua to Geneva, Alabama. 

From Bainbridge, Georgia, by Chattahoochee, 
Marianna, Scourlock’sSprings, Webbville, Camp- 
beliton, Geneva, Alabama, Gentsville, Florida, 
Milton, and Floridatown, to Pensacola. 

From Bainbridge, Georgia, by Chattahoochee, 
Ochesee, West Winton, Rickoe’s Bluff, Iola, and 
Fort Gadsden, to Appalachicola. , 

From Barbour’s, by New River, Fort Harlee, 
and Fort Crane, to Micanopy. 

From Enterprise to New Smyrna. 

From Fanning, Levy county, Fort (Fanning,) 
by Cook’s Hammock, Warrior, Fenhalloway, 
Eauperire, Madison county, and Rocky Ford, to 
Waukeena, Jefferson county. 

From Gary’s Ferry, by Fort Harlee, New- 
nansville, and Ellisville, to Alligator. 

From Holmes’s Valley to St. Andrew’s Bay. 

From Homosassa to Atsena Otie. 

From Homosassa, by Crystal River, Long 
Pond, to Wacasassa. 

From Jacksonville to Haddocks. 

From Jacksonville, by Brandy Branch, Bar- 
bers, and Ocean Pond, to Alligator. 

From Jasper, by Blount’s Ferry and Rauler- 
son’s Ferry, to Centre Village, Georgia. 

From Key West, by Key Vaccas, to Miami. 

From Key West, by Indian Key, to Charles- 


l ton, South Carolina. 


From Key West, by Manatee, Tampa, Cedar 
Keys, St. Marks, Appalachicola, and Pensacola, 
to New Orleans, Louisiana. 
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From Madison, by Charles’s Mills, Charles’s 
Ferry, New Boston, Troy, and Collins, to Clay 
Landing. 

From Madison, by Hamburg and Clifton, to 
Groversville, Georgia. 


From Marianna, Jackson county, to St. An- 


drew’s Bay. 

From Marianna, by Calhoun C. H., to Appa- 
lachicola. 

_ From Marianna, by Orange Hill, Vernon, Ho- 
liness Valley, and Knox Hill, to Uchee Anna. 

From Marianna to Ochesee. 

From Marianna to Abe Spring. 

From Melendez to Augitsta. 

From Mellonville to New Smyrna. 

From Mellonville to Gernigan. - 

; From Micanopy to Gainesville, in Alachua coun- 
y. 

From Middleburgh to Newnansville. 

From Milton, by Coon Hill, Nathansville, Al- 
abama, and Fort Crawford, to Sparta, Alabama. 

From Milton, by East River and Alaqua, to 
Uchee Anna. 

From Monticello, by Grooversville, 
to Thomasville. 

From Newnansville to New River, 

_ From Newnansville, by Fort Clark, Wacahoo- 
tie, Micanopy, Flemington, and Newton, to Ocala. 

From Newnansville, by Tustenawagga, Santa 
Fe, Fort Fanning, and W accasassa, to Atsena Otie. 

From Newnansville, by Fort Harlee, to Mid- 
dlebury. 

From Newport, by Waukeenah, to Monticello. 

From New Smyrna, by Indian River and Jupi- 
ter, to Miami. š 

From Ocala, by Long Swamp and Adamsville, 
to Abrahamtown. 

From Oglethorpe, Georgia, by Cuthbert, Blake- 
ley, and Woodville, Alabama, to Marianna, Flor- 
ida, 

From Orange Springs, by Micanopy, to Fort 
Crane. f 

From Pensacola, by Appalachicola, St. Mark’s, 
and Atsena Otie, to Key West. 

Derom Pensacola, by Blakeley, Alabama, to Mo- 
ile. : 

From Pensacola, by Escambia, to Belleville, 

Alabama. 

From Pilatka, by Orange Springs, Orange Lake, 
Ocala, Camp Izard, Melendez, Augusta, and Fort 
Taylor, to Tampa. : 

From Pilatka, by Madisonboro’, Newnansville, 
and Ellisville, to Alligator. 

From Pilatka, by Webatka and Enterprise, to 
Mellonville. ' 

From Pilatka, by Picolata, Middleburgh, Mag- 
nolia Mills, Mandarin, and Jacksonville, to 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

From Quincy to Appalachicola. 

From Quincy to Chattahoochee. 

From Quincy to Secludo. 

From Stillepica to Finhalloway. 

From Spring Hill, Benton county, by Melendez 
and Cedar Tree, to Fort Dale. g 

From St. Augustine, by Smyrna, Indian River, 
San Lucia, Jupiter, Miami, Key Largo, Indian 
Key, Key West, Charlotte Harbor, Sarasota, 
Tampa, Cedar Keys, St. Mark’s, Appalachicola, 
St. Joseph’s, and St. Andrew’s, to Pensacola. 

From St. Augustine to Picolata. . 

From St. Augustine, by Jacksonvilleand Kirk- 
land, to St. Mary’s. 

From St. Joseph’s to Appalachicola. 

From Tallahassee, by Hoses Beasley ’s, on the 
Tologee, to Ridleysville, on the Appalachicola 
river. : 


Georgia, 


and Duncansville, Georgia, to Thomasville, Geor- 


gia. 

From Tallahassee, by Benhaden, Shell Point, 
Patuxet, and Sophchoppy, to Walker. 

From Tallahassee, by Nickosukee and South- 
erland, to Monticello. 

From Tallahassee, by Salubrity and Quincy, 
to Bainbridge, Georgia. 


From Tallahassee, by Waukeenah, Monticello, |! 
i and Yellow Creek, to Jacinto. 


Beasley, Stockton, Mosely Hall, Shil Copica, 
Madison C. H., Columbus, Mineral Springs, and 
Little River, to Alligator. 

From Tallahassee to St. Mark’s. 

- From Tallahassee to Newport. 

Froń Tampa, by Ichepuckesassa and Jernigan, 
to Mellonville. 

From Tampa to Manatee. 


From Tallahassee, by Centerville, Mannington, | 


From Tampa, by Kennedy’s Store and Sum- 
merlew’s Store, to Fort Mellon, - 

From Tampa to Old Tampa Bay. 

From Vernon to St: Andrew’s Bay. 

From Wacahootie, by Emathla, Camp Izard, 
Homasaişa, Augusta, and Chocohatie, to. Fort 

ale. i 

From West Wynton, by Aspèr Grove, to 
Abes’ Springs. oF 


Alabama.—From Abbeville, by Clopton, to 
Barnes’s Cross Roads. ‘ 

From Andalusia to Milton, (Florida.) 

From Ashville, by Mount Niles and Taylor, to 
Village Springs. 

From Ashville, by Branchville, Cedar Grove, 


Bridgeton, Highland, and Woodsboro’, to Mon- | 


tevallo. 

From Ashville, by Broken Arrow, Cropwell, 
and Kelly’s Creek, to Harpersville. 

From Ashville, by Greensport and Polksville, 
to Alexandria. 

From Athens, by White Sulphur Springs, 
Bridgeforth’s, Gilbertsboro’, Bethel, Tennessee, 
and Prospect, to Elkton, = 

From Aberfoil, by Edgefield and Farriorville, 
to Troy. 

From Barryton, by Nicholson’s Store and 
Macksville, Mississippi, to Quitman. 

From Bellefonte to Rawlingsville. 


From Bennettsville, by Atwood, Coxville, Fish- |! 
er’s Gap, Duck Spring, and Hendricksville, to | 


Van Buren. 

From Benton, by Pleasant Hill and Bragg’s, to 
Mount Willing. . 

From Big-Pond, by Mud Creek and Olinda, to 
Columbus, Mississippi. 

From Blue Pond, by Leesburgh, King’s Hill, 
Turkeytown, and Gadsden, to Ashville. 

From Blue Pond, by Cedar Bluff, Gaylesville, 
Straight Neck, Missionary Station, Georgia, and 
Coosa, to Rome. 

From Blountsville, by Murphree’s Valley, 
Brooksville, Walnut Grove, and Crawford’s Cove, 
to Bennettsville. 

From Bolivar, by Birmingham, Crow Creek, 
to Winchester. 

From Bolivar, by Valley Head, to Alpine, 
Georgia. 

From Brickville, by Leighton, to La Grange.. 

From Buena Vista to Bell’s Landing. 

From Burnt Corn, by Turnbull, Buena Vista, 
and Newtown Academy, to Camden. 

From Burnt Corn, by Belleville, Sparta, and 
Brooklyn, to Andalusia. 

From Burnt Corn, by Monroeville, Claiborne, 
Gosport, Suggsville, and Jackson, to St. Stephens. 

From Butler Springs, by Pine Apple and Al- 
lentown, to Camden. 


From Cahaba, by Cambridge, Rehoboth, Prairie 


Bluff, and Canton, to Camden. 


From Cahaba, by Portland, Moséeley’s Grove, | 
Elm Bluff, Richmond, Carlowsville, Snow Hill, |; 


and Monterey, to Butler Springs. 

From Cahaba, by Orrville, Fulton, Liberty 
Hill, and Uniontown, to Macon. 

From Camden, by Black’s Buff, Bell’s Land- 
ing, Claiborne, Mount Pleasant. 

From Montpelier to Stockton. 

From Camden, by Clifton, Hampden, Shiloh, 
Dixon’s Mills, and Sweetwater, to Nanafalia. 

From Carrollton to Bridgeville. 

From Cedar Bluff, by Gaylesville, Ringgold, 


Cobb’s Mills, Alpine, Teloga Springs, and Duck | 


Creek, to Lafayette. 


From Cedar Bluff, by Gaylesville, Cedar | 
Springs, Chatoogaville, Georgia, and Melville, to || 


Summerville. 
From Centre to Cave Spring, Georgia. 


From Centreville to Carrollton, in Tishemingo |! | 
|| Ridge, to Delta, in Randolph county. 


county, Mississippi. 

From Chambers, by Milltown and Louina, to 
Wedowee. 

From Chambers, by Fredonia, to Vernon, 
Georgia. 

From Chickasaw, by Eastport, Mississippi, 


From Chickasaw to Buzzard’s Roost. 

From China Grove, by Mount Hilliard to 
Bruceville. i : 

From Chulafinnee, by Blue Ridge and Flat 


i Rock, to Bowden. 
From Chunenuggee, by Fort Browder, Batts-: 


ville, and Coikee, to Eufaula. 


|| Wakefield, and Mount Vernon; to’Citr 


. From Clayton to: Tr 
*-From-Clinton, by Hopewell; Warsa 
ville, Mississippi, Mashulaville and Bac 
| to Louisville. 0.” 2a eek ees “3 
From Coffeeyille,. by Bladen’ Springs 
| Washington; Pleasant Valley ,St. Stepi 


From Columbus, Georgia, by Girard 
| Crawford, dnd Society: Hill, to Tuskeg 
From Columbus, Georgia, ky Girard, Alal 
Lamington, Sandfort, Uehee,. Hernando, 3 
Enon, to Chunenuggee. ` EEr Ap ERTS 
From Columbus, Georgia, by Peru, Alabama, 
Vilula, and Glennville, to Eufaula. o o oE ye 
From Columbus, Georgia, by Girard, Ala- 
bama, Dover, and Salem, to Opelika. KAANTE 
From Columbus, Georgia, by Woccoochee; Al- 
abama, Mechanicsville, Berlin, and Osanippa, to 
West Point, Georgia. ‘ X : mee 
From Courtland, by Mountain Home, Moul- 
ton Camp Spring, Kiniock, Thornhill, Eldridge, 
Dublin, Sheffield, New Lexington; North River, 
and Northport, to Tuscaloosa. < ‘ iis 
| From Crawford, by Girard, to` Columbus, 
Georgia. Oo iieb 
From Cusseta, by Oak Bowery, Waverly, Fort 
Henderson, and Souchahatchie, to Notasgula:” > 
From Dadeville, by Stowe’s Ferry, Youngs- 


| ville, Adam’s Store, Soccopatoy, and Nixburgh, 
| to Rockford. as 


From Dadeville to Goldville. ` ee 
From Daleville, by Bridgeville, to Andalusia. 
From Daleville, by Newton, Saw. Mill, Cure- 


| ton’s Bridge, Abbeville, Hilliardsville, and Frank- 
i lin, to Fort Gaines, Georgia. : 


| From Decatur, by Ivy Bluff, Danville, Ba- 
; Sham’s Gap, Houston, and Clear Creek Falls, to 
| Jasper. 
| Erom Decatur, by Dry Creek, Courtland, and 
Leighton, to Tuscumbia. i 
From Decatur, by Moorsville, to Athens, 
From Demopolis, by Spring Hill; Linden, 
Nanafalia, Pineville, and Morvin, to Coffeeville. 
From Dudleyville, by Horse Shoe Bend, to 
Goldville. : jb Pes raia 
From Elyton, by Fire Mill, Abner Woods, 


| Raben’s Cross Roads, and Sander’s. Ferry, to 
| Jasper. ` 


From Eufalia, to Shippensville, by Bush’s 


| Cross Roads, Golden Valley, and Blue Springs. 


From Eufala, by Otho, to Franklin. 


| 
| 
' From Eufala, by King’s, Lawrenceville, Abbe- 
| ville, Mill Grove, Columbia, Open Pond, Mill- 


wood, Florida, and Greenwood, to Marianna. 
From Eutaw, by Forkland, to Demopolis. ` 
From Fayette, by Pilgrim’s Rest, Newtonville, 


| McConnell’s, Hacleman’s Cross Roads, and Pal- 


metto, to Reform. $ A : 
From Fayette, by Big Pond and. Yellow Creek, 


| to Military Springs. 


From Fayette, by Dublin and ‘New River, to 


Holly Grove. : 
From Fayette, by Middleton’s and Hawkins, 


to Moscow. ee 
From Fayette, by Beaver, Dale, Ashbury, Mill- 


port, Providence, Yorkville, and Spring Grove, 
to Pickensville. a : 


From Fayette C. H., by Big Pond, Mud Creek, 
and Olinda, to Columbus, sama a ce 
From Gainesville, by Sumpterville, to Living- 
ston. : 
From Geneva, by Cerro Gordo, Florida, Home 
Springs, and Ponce de Leon, to Uchee Anna. 
From Girard to Oswechee, in Russell county. 
From Glenville, by Jernigan, to Florence, 


From Gosport, by Suggaville, Grove Hil, 
| Choctaw Corner, Clay-Hill, and Shiloh, to Lin- 
i den. : ; 
. From Goldville, by Youngsville and Lee’s 


| From Greensboro’, by Macon, Demopolis, Bel- 
| mont, and Bluffport, to Livingston. 

| From Greensboro’, by Hollow Square, Eutaw, 
Clinton, Pleasant Ridge, Hope, and Pickensville, 
to Columbus, Mississippi. 

From -Greenville, by the Cross Roads, Guy 
Bashdich’s Bridge, Goshen-Hill Precinct, and 
Fish Trap Bridge, on Conecuh, to. Troy: ; 

From Greenville, by Manningham, Barge’s, 
and Allenton, to Camden. { . 

From Greenville, by Friendship, Butlerville, 
Salsoda, Millville, New Providence, Hallsville, 


| and Gainer’s Store, to Troy. 
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From Gunter’s Landing, by Fall River, Sand 
Mountain, Blue Pond, Cedar Bloff, Gaylesville, 
Missionary Station, Georgia, and Coosa, to 
Rome. 

From Gunter’s Landing, by Warrenton, Red 
Hill, and Big Spring, to Brooksville. 

From Gunter’s Landing, by Claysville, Henry- 
ville, Zachary, Dodsonville, Park’s Store, Belle- 
fonte, Stevenson’s, Bolivar, Rocky Spring, and 
Battle Creek, Tennessee, to Jasper. 

From Ghunter’s Landing, by Meltonville and 
Hilliam’s Store, to Langston. 

From Gunter’s Landing, by Warrenton, Big 
Spring, Red Hill, and Brooksville, to Blountsville 

From Haynesville, by Sanny Side and Mount 
Willing, to Bragg’s. 

From Huntsville, by Shoalford, Athens, Lucky 
Hit, Rogersville, Ingram’s Cross Roads, Centre 
Star, Masonville, Florence, and South Florence, 
to Tuscumbia. 

From Huntsville to Whitesburgh. 

From Huntsville, by Flint River, New Market, 
Branchville, Tennessee, Salem, and Winchester, 
to Deckerd. 

From Huntsville, by Maysville, Trenton, Lark- 
insville, Redman, Woodville, Liberty, and Sauta, 
© to Bellefonte. 

From Huntsville, by Haden’s, Berkley, New 
Hope, Cottonville, and Claysville, to Gunter’s 
Landing. 

From Jacksonville, by Griffin’s Creek, Ladiga, 
Spring Garden, Pleasant Gap, State Line, Geor- 
gia, and Cave Spring, to Rome. 

From. Jacksonville, by White Plains, Corn 
Grove, Oakfusky, and Rockdale, to Wedowee. 

From Jacksonville, by Mount Polk, Cave 
Creek, ‘Gadsden, Bennettsville, Aurora, Moun- 
tain Stand, and Mount High, to Gunter’s Land- 


ing. : 

From Jacksonville, by Shoal Creek, Fair Play, 
Kemp’s Creek, Wehoga, Corn Grove, Boiling 
Springs, Oxford, and Loydville, to Jacksonville. 

From Jacksonville, by Narrow Valley, Pales- 
tine, Esom Hill, Georgia, Pumpkinpill, and Yel- 
low Stone, to Van Wert. 

From Jasper, by Chilton’s Mills, Gap, Sapp’s 
coe Roads, and Blount’s Springs, to Blounts- 
ville. 

From Jasper, by Holly Grove and Eldridge, to 
Pikeville, 

From Jasper, by Chilton’s Mills and Mexico, 
to Springville. 

From Jonesboro’ 
gon county. 

T'rom Jonesboro’, by Carroll, to York. 

From Jonesville, by Gunter’s Landing, W hites- 
burgh, Triana, Mooresville, and Monroe, to De- 
catur. 

From Lebanon, by Strait Creek, Pierceville, 
Worth, and Langston, to Dodsonville. 

From Leighton, by Mount Hope, to Kinlock. | 

From Liberty Hill, by McKinley, to Dayton. 

From Linden to Jefferson. 

From Linden, by Laurel Hill, Shiloh, Clay 
Hill, Air Mount, and Grove Hill, to Suggsville. 

From Livingston to Brewersville. 

From Livingston, by Jones’s Bluff and Boligee, 
to Eutaw. 

From Livingston, by Hobbie, Intercourse, Gas- 
ton, William’s Cross Roads, Mount Sterling, 
Butler, and Barrytown, to Old Washington. 


to Waltrop’s Mill, in Jeffer- 


From Livingston, by Brewersville, Berlin, and 
Jefferson, to Linden. 

From Louina, by Almond, Wesobulga, and 
Melon Valley, to Court Hill. 

From Louisville to Scrogginsville. 

From Louisville, by the Free Bridge, to Skip- 
pensville. 

om Manack, by Lowndsboro’, to Haynes- 
ville. 

From Marion, by Uniontown and Dayton, to 
Linden. 

From Marion, by Radfordsville, Perryville, 
Chestnut Hill, Calhoun, Milton, Independence, 
and Kingston, to Prattville. 

From Marion, by Brush Creek and Jericho, to 
Centreville. 

From Millville, by Skain’s Store and Rayne’s 
Bridge, to Andalusia. 

From Mobile, by Clark’s Stand, Windham’s 
Stand, Old Washington C. H., Barryton, Mount 
Sterling, and Gaston, to Livingston. 


| Creek, to Campbellton, Florida. 
From Newton, by High Bluff, on the Chatta- |; 


From Mobile, by St. Stephen’s, Coffeeville, 
and Bladon Springs, to Demopolis. 


| Peach ‘Tree, St. Paul, Grove Hill, Clarksville, | 


From Mobileto Citronelle. 
From Mobile to Holly Wood, in Baldwin 
county. > 

From Mobile to Bayou Le Batre. 

From Mobile to Pascagoula, Mississippi. 

From Mobile to Point Clair, in Baldwin county. 

From Monticello, by Pea River, Barnes’s Cross 
Roads, Woodshop, and Daleville, to Geneva. 

From Montevallo, by Shelby Springs, Colum- 
biana, Williamsonville, Harpersville, Kimulga, 
and Mardisville, to Talladega. 

From Monroe, by Somerville, Gandy Cove, 
Stout’s, Sapp’s Cross Roads, Blount Springs, and 
Warrior River, to Elyton. 

From Montgomery, by Washington, Vernon, 
Autaugaville, and Mulberry, to Burnsville. 

From Montgomery to Prattville. 

From Montgomery, by 
Butler Springs, BurntCorn, 
to Mobile. 

From Montgomery, by Sharpsville, Oakley, 
Ramer, Strata, Argus, Oak Grove, and Olustee 
Creek, to Troy. 

From Montgomery, b Pintlala, Hickory 
Grove, Sandy Ridge, and Kirkville, to Greenville. 

From Montgomery, by Mount Meisa Cube- 
hatchee, Cross Keys,and Lockland, to Tuskegee. 

From Montgomery, by Cotoma, Pine Level, 
China Grove, and Fryer’s Bridge, to Monticello. 


From Montgomery, by Manack, Benton, Selma, || 


Hamburgh, and Marion, to Greensboro’. 

From Montgomery, by Washington, Talla- 
wassee, Vernon, Benton, Selma, Cahaba, Bragg ’s, 
Elm Bluff, Bridgeport, Prairie Bluff, Clifton, 
Lower Peach Tree, Bell’s Landing, Claiborne, | 
Gainestown, to Mobile. | 

From Montgomery, by Wetumpka, Webster, 
Rockford, Hanover, Mount Olive, Sylacaugee, 
Wewokaville, Mardisville, Winterboro’, Talle- 
dega, Kelley’s Springs, Fife, Blue Eye, Alex- | 
andria, Jacksonville, Goshen, Coloma Centre, 
Blue Pond, Van Buren, and Short Creek, to 
Gunter’s Landing. 

From Montgomery, by Uphaupee, Notasulga, 
Loachapoka, Auburn, Opelika, Rough and Ready, 
and Cusseta, to West Point, Georgia. 

From Morvin, by Choctaw Corner and Air 
Mount, to Pine Hill. 

From Moulton, by Mount Hope and Avoca, to 
Leighton, 

From Moulton to Houston. 

From Mount Pleasant, by Gainestown, to 
Suggeville. 

i Mount Jefferson, by Oak Bowery, County 


From 
Line, Dadesville, and Fish Pond, to Youngsville. 

From Nanafalia, by Thompkiasville, W illiams’s 
Cross Roads, Barbour, Rossville, Alamutcha, Mis- 
sissippi, and Why Not, to Marion. 


From Nanafalia, by Butler, Pushmataha, Haur- |) 
ricane Creek, Mississippi, Energy, and Quitman, | 


to Paulding. 


From New Lexington, by Davis Creek, Fay- || 


ette, and Pikeville, to Toll Gate. 
From Newton, by Beaver Creek and Big 


hooche river, to Geneva. 

From Opelika, by Lafayette, Milltown, Louina, 
Wedowee, Rockdale, and Oakfuskee, to Jackson- 
ville. ` 

From Oakfuskee, by Powder Mills and Mad 
Indian, to Lower Fish Head, in Talladega county. 

From Oxford, by Corn Grove, Tallapoosa, Ar- 
bacoochee, and Eastville, to Newman, Georgia. 

From Oxford, by Chulafinne, Oakfusky, Arba- 
coochee, Winston, Eastville, and Laurel Hill, 
Georgia, to Carrollton. 

From Pikeville, by Moscow, Military Springs, | 
Buttahatchy, Mississippi, and Caledonia, to Co- 
lumbus. 

From Pikeville, by Bexar and Toll Gate, to 
Pikeville. 

From Point Smith to Buzzard Roost. 


Jacinto. 
From Port Gibson, along the south bank of the | 
Tennessee river, to Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
From Prairie Bluff, by Clifton Pine Hill, Bethel, ; 
Lower Peach Tree, St. Paul, Grove Hill, and | 
Clarksville, to Coffeevslle. 
From Prairie Bluff, by Pine Hill, Bethel, Lower | 


Steep Creek, Dead Fall, |) 
Stockton,and Blakely, |} 
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Coffeeville, and Warrior Bridge, to Old Washing- 
ton ©. H. 


| Tehopeka, 
j| to Loachapo 


| Perote, 


From Reform, by Carrollton, to Pickensville. 

From Rockdale, by Molino, Winston, and 
Bowdon, Georgia, to Carrollton. 

From Rome, Georgia, by Cave Spring, Pleas- 
ant Gap, Alabama, Spring Garden, Ladiga, Cross 
Piains, Jacksonville, Greensport, Ashville, Mount 
Niles, St. Clair Springs, Springville, Truss, and 
Shady Grove, to Elyton. 

From Rogersville to Courtland. 

From Rogersville to Pulaski, Tennessee. 

From Rogersville to Gilbertsboro’. 

From Russellville, by Frankfortand Rock Creek, 
to Buzzard’s Roost. 

From Russellville, by Blue Lick, Pleasant Site, 
and Walnut Peak, Mississippi, to Cartersville. 

From Selma, by Woodlawn and Plantersville, 
to Maplesville. 

From Selma to Summerfield. 

From Selma, by Cahaba, Pleasant Hill, Far- 
mersville, Bragg’s, and Manningham, to Green- 
ville, j 

From Selma, by Burnsville, Plantersville, and 
Randolph, to Montevallo. 

From Society Hill, by Odum Creek, to Auburn. 

From Somerville, by Blue Spring and Apple 
Grove, to Oleander. 

From Somerville, by Cedar Plains, Danville, 
Oakville, Moulton, Landersville, Mount Hope, 
and Newburgh, to Russellville. 

From Somerville, by Blue Spring and Apple 
Grove, to Oleander. 

From Somerville to Decatur. 

From Sparta to Milton, Florida. 

From Somerville, by Gandy Cove, Wolfe 
Creek, Stout’s, and Warner river, to Elyton. 

From Springville, by Taylor’s, to Village 


| Springs. 


From Stevenson, by Valley Head, to Alpine, 
Georgia. 


From Suggsville, by Grove Hill, Choctaw, 
Corner, Clay Hill, Shiloh, and Spencerville, to 


| Linden. 


From Talladega, by Conchardee and Kings- 
ville, to Cropwell. 

From Talladega, by Maria Forge, Chandler’s 
Springs, Coleta, Goldville, Hatcher’s, Hillabee, 
Bluff Springs, Dadeville, and DeSoto, 
ka Depot, (on the West Point Rail- 
road.) 

From Talladega, by Chinnibee, Bowdon, and 
Court Hill, to Weedowee. 

From Talladega, by Maria Forge, Coleta, 
Hatcher’s, Hillabee, and Brownsville, to Socop- 
atoy. 

From Trenton, by Princeton and Larkin’s Fork, 


| to Salem. 


From Troy, by Orion, to Pine Level. 

From Troy, by White Water,Scroggin’s M ils, 
and Haw Ridge, to Daleville. 

From Troy, by Fryer’s Bridge, Farrionville, 
and Edgefield, to Chunenuggee. 

From Troy, by Monticello and Louisville, to 
Clayton. 


From Troy, by Gainer’s Store, Coffee Cor- 


| ner, and Greenland, to Andalusia. 


From Troy, by Milo,Bugbeeville, Indigo Head, 
Elba, and Old Town, to Geneva. 

From Tuskegee, by Warrior Stand, to Enon. 

From Tuskegee, by Warrior Stand, to Her- 
nando. 

From Tuskegee to Chehaw. 

From Tuskegee, by Cotton Valley, Chunenug- 
gee, Ridgely, Union Springs, Aberfoil, Arbovite, 
indian Creek, Midway, Mount Andrew, 
Clayton, and Mount Serene, to Eufaula. i 

From Tuscaloosa, by Foster’s, Buck Creek, 


| Knoxville, Springfield, and Eutaw, to Clinton. 


From Tuscaloosa, by Romulus, Jena, Pleasant 


|! Grove, Benevola, Cochran’s Mills, and Hope, to 


Vienna. 
From Tuscaloosa to Harky Clement’s Mills. 
From Tuscaloosa, by Northport, Sipsey Turn- 


‘ pike, Gordo, Reform, Antioch, and Carl le, to 
From Point Smith, by Eastport, Mississippi, to || Cola i A 


Columbus, Mississippi. 
From Tuscaloosa, by Oregonia and York, to: 


| Jasper. 


From Tuscaloosa, by Carthage, Havana, and 
Harrison, to Greensboro’. 

From Tuscaloosa, by Northport and Moore’s 
Bridge, to Newtonville. 

From Tuscaloosa, by Jones’s Hill, Blocker’s, 
and Caudle’s Shop, to Centreville. 

From Tuscaloosa, by Trion, MeMath’s, and 


Jonesboro’, to Elyton. 


1854. 


a 


NGR; 


From Tuscumbia, by the Court-Eouse, to De- 


troit, in Marion county. 

From Tuscumbia, by- Russelville, Tollgate, 
Detroit, Splung,. Mississippi, Athens, Aberdeen, 
and Barton, to Columbus. ar 

From Tuscumbia, by Newport, to Chickasaw. 

From Tuscumbia, by Buzzard’s Roost, Crip- 
ple Deer, Mississippi, Cartersville, Jacinto, Ri- 
enzi,‘and Tripoli, to ‘Ripley. ‘ 

From Uniontown, by McKinley and Creagh’s 
Mills, to Prairie Bluff: 

From. Van. Buren, by Lebanon, Portersville, 
North Bend, Rawlingsville, Valley Head, Anna- 
waika, Rising Fawn, Georgia, Trenton, and Sa- 
lula Farm, to Wayhatchee. 

From Village Springs, by Violy, Chepultepec, 
Murphree’s Valley, and Walnut Grove, to. Au- 
rora. è 

From Warsaw to Augusta. 

From Weehadkee, by Weedowee, Rockdale, 
Winston, Eastville, Franklin, Georgia, and New- 
nan, to Griffin. ` 

From Weedowee, by Lamar, Eastville, Laurel 
Hill, Georgia, Lodi, and Rutherford, to Newnan. 

From Weedowee, by Roanoke, Weehadkee, 
Milltown, and Fredonia, to Chambers C. H. . 

From West. Point, by Fredonia, Milltown, and 
Goldville, to ‘Talladega. : 

From. West Point, Georgia, by Fredonia, Ala- 
bama, Bethlehem, Mount Hickory, and Mill- 
town, to Goldville. 

From West Point, Georgia, to Chambers, Ala- 
bama. 

From Wetumpka, by Crystal Springs, Chest- 
nut Creek, Wascahatchez, Mullins, and Myra, to 
Columbiana. 

From Wetumpka, by Hartwood, Maplesville, 
Randolph, Centreville, Scottsville, and Mars, to 
Trion, 

From Wetumpka, by Lynchburg, Equality, 
Nixburgh, Soccopatoy, Bradford, Good Water, 
Brownsville, Pinkneyville, Goldville, Emuckfaw, 
Louina, Roanoke, Rock Mills, and State Line, 
Georgia, to Franklin. 

From Wetumpka, by Chanahatchee, Wind 
greek, Dadeville, and Dudleyville, to Chambers 


From Wetumpka, by Wind Creek, Dadeville, 
Dudleyville, Chambers C. H., and Wickliffe, to 
West Point, Georgia. : 

From Whitesburgh, by Lacy’s Springs, Mount 
Hill, Oleander, Summit, Blountsville, Little War- 
rior, Village Springs, Mount Pinson, Oregon, 
Elyton, Cove, and Woodsboro’, to Montevallo. 

From Woodville, by Kennemore’s, to'Zachary. 


Mississippi.—From Aberdeen to Jacinto, via 
Fulton. ` 

From Aberdeen, by Pikeville and Buena Vista, 
to Houston. 

From Aberdeen, by Camargo, Harrisburg, and 
» Ellistown, to Ripley. 

From Aberdeen, by Houston, Greensboro’, 
Kilmichael, Ceralvo, Shongalo, Franklin, and 
Benton, to Yazoo City. 

From Aberdeen, by Athens, Quincy, Splung, 
Grubb Springs, and Hamilton, to Aberdeen. 

From Augusta to Enon High School. 

From Augusta, by Leaf river, McLeod’s Cross 
Roads, and Jackson C. H., to Mobile, Alabama. 

From Augusta, by Flint Creek, Pass Christian, 
and Mississippi City, to Biloxi. 

From Beaver Dam to Macksville. 

From Bellefontaine, by Grenada, to Farmville. 

From Bellefontaine to Oxford, by Pittsborough. 

From Benela, by Pittsborough and Hartford, 
to Sarepta. 

From Benela, by Keas Bridge, Big Creek, and 
Jones’s Mills, to Coffeeville. 

From Benela to Pittsborough. 

From Benton, by Lincoln, Brenville, and Sa- 
tartia, to Claibornville. 

From Benton to Yazoo City. a 

Brom Biloxi, by Mississippi City, to Pass 
Christian. p 

From Biloxi, by Linchburg and Jackson C. 
H., to Mobile; Alabama. 

From Bolton’s Depot.to Raymond. 

From Brandon, by Pilahatchee, Densontown, 
Ludlow, and Bulluctah, to Carthage. 

From Brandon, by Westville, Janesville, and 
Dry Creek, to Williamsburg. , 

From Brandon, by Raleigh and Garlandville, 
to Quitman. 


Pineville, and. Montrose, to:-Paulding, 


From. Brandon, by ‘Greenbush, Hillsboro’, | 


County. Line, Union, Herbert, Big Oak, De Kalb, 
Scoober, Gainesville, Alabama, and:Mount Heb- 
ron, to Clinton. a eae 

From -Brownaville, . by. Anti-Bank, ‘Claiborn- 
ville, and. Bienville, to:Satartia. DATE 

From Bulluctah, by Pensacola, to Philadelphia. 

From Burtonton, by Utica, to Edward’s Depot. 

From Carthage to Union... 

From Canton, by Benton, Ebenezer, Lexington, 
Acona, Chicopee, Black Hawk, Coila, Carrollton, 
Beckville, Grenada, Oakachickama, Coffeevillé, 
Water Valley, Spring Dale, Sevier, Oxford, A ber- 
ville, Waterfordy Holly Springs, Hudsonville, and 
Lamar, to La Grange, Tennessee. ; 

From Canton, by Carthage and Philadelphia, to 
De Kalb. 

From Canton, by Carthage, Edinburg,. Laurel 
Hill, Philadelphia, Summerville, (no office,) and 
Waholak, to Gainsville, Alabama. 

From Carrollton, by Hay’s Creek, Lodi, Belle- 
fontaine, Little Black, Fame, and Dalton, to Ab- 
erdeen. 

From Carrollton, by Smith’s Mills, Tuscahoma, 
Charleston, and Robinia, to Panola. 

From.Carrollton, by Leflore, to Greenwood. 

From Carrollton, by Middletown, Shongalo, 
Gerenton, Ceralvo, Kilmichael, and Wolf Creek, 
to Greensboro’, 

From Clinton to Brownsville. 

From Citronelle, Alabama, by Winchester, 
Mississippi, Quitman, Marion, De Kalb, and 
Macon, to Columbus. 

From Chulahoma, by Oak Hill and Castle Hill, 
to Memphis, Tennessee. 

From Coffeeville, by Cuddyhunk, Hartford, 
Pittsboro’, and Cherry Hill, to Houston. 

From Coffeeville, by Oak Hall Academy and 
Oakland, to Charleston. 

From Coffeeville, by Pine Valley, Banner, and 
Sarepta, to Pontotoc. 

From Columbia, by Fordsville, Spring Cottage, 
Riceville, Pentuckey, Habolochitto, Gainesville, 
Pearlington, and Shieldsboro’, to Pass Christian. 

From Columbia to Monticello. , 

From Columbia, by Wilkesburg and Santee, to 
Williamsburg. 

From Columbia, by Pope’s Mills, Red Creek, 
Lardnier’s to Mississippi City. 

From Columbus, by Plymouth, Hickory Grove, 
Starkville, Double Spring, and Pigeon Roost, to 
Greensboro’. 

From Columbus, by Prairie Hill (local) and 
Crawfordsville, to Choctaw Agency. 

From Columbus, by Deer Brook, Macon, Park- 
ville, Gholson, De Kalb, and Black Water, to 
Daleville. 

From Columbus, by Waverley, West Point, 
Siloam, and Palo Alto, to Houston. 

From Cotton Gin Port, by Boland’s, Van Bu- 
ren, Fulton, Cummingsville, Ozark, Marietta, | 
Hickory Plains, and Burton’s, to Jacinto. 

From Danville, by Farmington and Monterey, 
Tennessee, to Hamburg. 

From Daleville, by Marion and Winfield, to 
Quitman. nf? 

From Daleville, by Kemper’s Springs, and 
Narkeeta, to Gainesville, Alabama. 

From De Kalb, by Waholock and Brooklyn, 
to Macon. ` 

From Deer Brook, by Brookville, to Choctaw 
Agency: 


rom Eastport, by Highland, Bay Springs, | 


Cotton Ridge, Ryan’s Well, Fulton, Ironwood 
Bluff, Smithville, and Cotton Gin Port, to Aber- 
deen. k 

From Eastport, by Pleasant Valley, Tennessee, 
to Waynesboro’. 

From Fayette, by Stephen’s Cross Roads and 
Lebanon, to Pisgah. 

From French Camp, by Wilcox and New 
Prospect, to Louisville. 

From Fulton, by Pleasonton, Yocany, Burle- 
son, and Churubusco, to Russellville. 

From Fulton, by West Fulton, Woodlawn, | 
Richmond, Camargo, Barterville, Prairie Mount, 
and Dix Creek, to Houston. j 

From Fulton, by Cross Roads, Maxcy’s Mills, | 
and Fulton, to Thompson’s Store. 

From Gainesville, by Carbon and Pass Chris- 
tian, to Mississippi City. . 

From Gainesville to New Orleans, Louisiana. 
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From Brandon, by Polkville, Trenton, Raleigh, ||- 


|| Utica, Hall’s Fetty; arid Palmyra. to: Warren 


{| town, to Westville. 


From. Gallatin ,by Collamer; Bro 
Smithdale, to Liberty: ooo ac 

From. Gallatin, by Pine Bluf, 
Utica, to Edward's: Depot, ~-t 


From Gallatin, by Pine Blaff, Whi 


From. Gallatin, by:Copiah Creek and Georg 


From: Gallatin, by Linden, Pine Bh 

tonton, to Port Gibsons aooo ee sos 
From Gallatin, by Rayaville,Monticello;, . 

Hill, Holmesville,’ Palestine, ‘Louisiana, ani 


Franklinton, to. Covington: <10 ; 
From Gholson, by Herbert, Battlefield; 
green, Lovett’s, Chunkeyville, and Enterprise; tò 
Quitman. neces we 
‘From Grand Gulf, by Port Gibson,.Oaklaiid 
College, Rodney, and Fayette, to Hamburg. ..« 
From Greensboro’,. by “Bellefontaine, . Hope- 
well, Benela, Erin, Houston, Houlka,. and Red 
Land, to Pontotoc. . eas 
From Grenada, by Oakland, Panola and Her- 
nando, to Memphis, Tennessee: >; i 
From Grenada, by Troy ‘and: Preston,’ to 
Charleston. if E Baoan 
From Grenada, by Duck Hill, Albemarle, 
Stateland, and Lodi, to Greensboro’. | o ci rons 
From Grenada, by: Providence,. Caverdale, © 
Lindsay’s Creek, Bellefontaine, and Little Black, 
to Fame. ; ` ; 
From Grenada, by Leflore, Greenwood, atid 
Yazoo City, to Vicksburg. ; 5 
From Grenada, by:Graysport and Saboughly, 
to Hopewell. f ; a 
From Grubb Springs, by Hamilton, to A berdeei. 
From Hamburg, by Meadville, McCall’s Creek, 
and Friendship, to Brookhaven. i 
From Herbert, by Fort Foot, Oktibbeha, Dales 
ville, Lauderdale Springs, ‘Zero, Alabama, Liiv- 
ingston, Bluff Port, and Forkland, to. Greens- 
oTo’, 
From Hernando, by Greenleaf and Hancock, to : 
Chulahoma. j ERRETA a ge 
From. Hillsboro’, by Decatur, Evergreen, Sook- 
alina, Marion, Alamutcha, Gaston, : Alabama; 
Black Bluff Ferry, (no office,) and Jefferson, to 
Linden. i SE Ee 
From Holly Springs, by Pink Hill and Beth- 
lehem, to Cornersville. i 
From Holly Springs, by Salem, Shelby’s:Creeky 
Ripley, Hatchy Turnpike, Tripoli, and Rierizi, 
to Jacinto. SETO tag ce 
From Holly Springs, -by Tackalechee «and 
Hickory Flat, to New Albany. Le 
From Holly Springs, by Tallaloosa, Chulé+ 
homa, Tiro, Robertsville, Pleasant Mount, Sledgee 
ville, Sardis, and Belmont, to Panola. a 
From Holly Springs, by Watson, Travis, and 
Cockrum, to Hernando. . Lt aiti aa utp 
From ‘Holmesville, by Rocky. Creek, Liberty, 
Wall’s Store, Tolers, .Centreville, Holly Retreat, 
Kellerton, and Newtonia, to Woodville. X 
From Holmeėsville, by Fordsville, to Mobile, 
Alabama. ey 
From Holmesville, by China Grove, to Colume 
bia. ; z 
From Hopahka, by Carthage, Pensacola, Hills- 
boro’, Pulaski, and Homewood, to Raleigh. - | - 
From Hopewell to Yellow: Bush. fu 
From Houston, by Dalton’s, Line:Creèk; Tant- 
pico, and Starkville, to Choctaw Agency. A 
From Houston, by Hohenlinden and Sparta; to 
Clear Springs. i E EE 
From Jackson, by Newton, Spring- ridge, Line 
Store, Gallatin, Hargraves, Union Church, Scot- 
land, Malcolm, Hamburg, and Washington, :to 
Natchez. 
From Jackson to Brandon. sot 
From Jackson, by Georgetown, Monticéllo, 
Columbia, Gainesville, Shieldsborough, | Pass 
Christian, Mississippi City, Biloxi, and Ocean 
Springs, to Pascagoula. i 
From Jackson to Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
From Jackson, by Midway, Canton, Sharon, 
Camden, Thomaston, Kosciusko, Cowpens, Néw- 
tonsville, Louisville, Webster, and Choctaw Agen 
cy, to Columbus. : ees 
From Jackson, by Battle Springs, Meridian 
Springs, Livingston, Vernon, and Butler’s Bluff; 
to Canton. ices (thy oe EN 
From Jackson, by Clinton, Bolton’s Depot, 
Edward’s Depot, and Bovina; to Vicksburg. 
From Jackson C. H., by. Elder’s Ferry, to Pas* 
cagoula. ‘ i - 
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A ugust, 


: -From . Kosciusko, by Burkettsville, Rocky 


Point, Wheeling, and. Lockhart’s Store, to Lex- | 


ington. l 
From Kosciusko, by Greensboro’ and Hous- 
ton, to Pontotoc, 


From Kosciusko, by Edgefield, to Newtonville. | 


From Kosciusko, by Bluff Springs and Attala- 
ville, to Richland. 

From Kosciusko, by Planters, French Camp, 
and Bankston, to Greensboro’. i 


-From La Grange, Tennessee, by Moore’s Cross | 


Roads, Matamora, Bone Yard, Mississippi, Kos- 
suth, Danville, Jacinto, Cartersville, Cripple Deer, 
Buzzard’s Roost, Alabama, and Gatesville, to 
Tuscumbia. 

From Lawrence, by Camargo, City Point, 
Harrisburg, Old Town Creek, Ellistown, Molin’s, 
and Claysville, to Ripley. 

From Leaksville, by Vernal, to Cross Roads. 

From Lexington, by Bowlingreen and Emory, 
to Shongalo. 

From Lexington to Tchula. 

From Lexington, by Franklin, to Richland. 

From Louisville, by Pinnhook, Noxapater, 
Pearl Valley, and Philadelphia, to Union. 

From Louisville, by Hayne’s Mills, (no office,) 
to Crawfordsville. 

From Macon, by Prairie Point, to Pickensville, 
Alabama. 

From Malcolm, by Cadeville, (no office,) to 
Meadville. 

From Magnolia, by Milldale, to Vicksburg. 

From Meadville to Hamburg. 

From Memphis, Tennessee, by Olive Branch, 
Mississippi, Mount Isabel, Byhalia, and Red 
Banks, to Holly Springs. 

From Mississippi City, by W. A. Ramsay’s, 
to Jackson ©, H. 

From Monticello, by Benjamin Bester’s and G. 
H, Sasser’s, (no office,) to Smithdale. 

From Monticello, by Providence, Nimrod, 
Georgetown, Sandifer’s Mills, and Pear! River, 
to Newton. 

From Napoleon, Arkansas, by Bolivar, Missis- 
sippi, to Glencoe. 

From Natchez, by Palestine, Kingston, Knox- 
ville, and Zion Hill, to Liberty. 

From Natchez to Church Hill. 

From Natchez, by Cold Spring and Woodville, 
to Saint Francisville, Louisiana. 

From New Albany, by Buncombe, Ellistown, 


Calhoun, Birmingham, Saltillo, Marysville, and | 


West Fulton, to Fulton. 

From New Albany, by Poplar Spring and 
Chesterville, to ELarrisburg. 

From New Orleans, Louisiana, to Gainesville, 
Mississippi. 

From Oakland, by California, to McGee's 
Bridge. 

From Oxford, by Mount Sylvan, Burlingham, 
and Springport, to Panola. 

From Oxford to Paris. 

From Oxford, by College Hill, Lapomba, Tiro, 
Flewellyn’s Cross Roads, Cockrum, Georgia, 
and Pleasant Hill, to Memphis, Tennessee. 

From Oxford, by Delay and Dallas, to Serepta. 

From Oxford, by Caswell and Liberty Hili, to 
Lafayette Springs. 

From Panola, by Halifax, Monthalia, Como, 
Tatesville, Hernando, and Eutaw, to Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

From Panola, by Long Creek, McCGree’s Bridge, 
and Buck Hill, to Coffeeville. 

From Paulding, by Danville, Beaver Dam, 
Winchester, Leaksville, and Wagoner’s Rest, 
Alabama, to Mobile. 

From Paulding to Raleigh. 

From Paulding, by Claiborne, to Ellisville. 

From Paulding, by Hough’s Store, Enterprise, 
and Sageville, to Daleville. 

From Princeton te Point Worthington. 


From Pontotoc, by Cherry Creek, Tardyville, | 


New Albany, Cotton Plant, Orizaba, and Ripley, 
to La Grange, Tennessee. 

From Pontotoc, by Poplar Spring, Ellistown, 
Calhoun, Carrollville, and Cross Ridge, to Ja- 
cinto. 

From Pontotoc, by Tallabinella, Prairie, Mount 
Okolona, and Lawrence, to Aberdeen. 

From Pontotoc, by Toccopola and Lafayette 
Springs, to Oxford. 

From Pontotoc, by Wrightsville, Rocky Ford, 
a ee, Milton, and Maple Springs, to Ox- 
‘ord. 


nessee. 

From Ripley, by Carter’s Mills, Dry Run, 
Blackland, and Carolina, to Rienzi. 

From Ripley, by Dumas, Carrollsville, Camp- 
belltown, Saltillo, Mooreville, Richmond, City 
Point, and Bigby Fork, to Cotton Gin Port. 

From Rossville, Tennessee, by North Mount 
Pleasant, Mississippi, and Marshall Turnpike, to 
Holly Springs. 

From Salem, by Spring Hill, to Berlin, Ten- 
nessee, 

From Salem, by Pleasant Ridge and McLean’s 
Store, to Ruckersville. 

From Spring Hill, by Salem, Swan’s Mills, 
and Harrison’s, to Hickory Flat. 

From Starkville, by Whitefield, Dido, Snows- 
ville, White Hill, Bankston, Huntsville, and Pop- 
lar Creek, to Ceralvo. 

From Steen’s Creek, by Monterey, to Brandon. 

From Tallula to Lake Providence, Louisiana. 

From Tallula C H. to Powellville, Issaquena 
county. : 

From Thomastown, by Hopahka, Carthage, 
Edinburgh, Laurel Hill, Philadelphia, Coffadelia, 
and Pleasant Spring, to Gholson. 

From Union Church to Pine Grove. 

From Union, by Decatur and Garlandville, to 
Paulding. 

From Vicksburg, by White House, Cardiff, 


| and Satartia, to Yazoo City. 


From Vicksburg to Deer Creek. 

From Vicksburg, by Young’s Point, Louisiana, 
Milliken’s Bends Pecan Grove, Tallula, Missis- 
sippi, Lake Providence, La Princeton, Missis- 
sippi, Grand Lake, Arkansas, Point Worthing- 
ton, Mississippi, Greenville, Columbia, Arkan- 
sas, Gaines’s Landing, and Victoria, Mississippi, 


| to Napoleon, Arkansas. 


From Vicksburg, by Hodgson’s, Rolling Fork, 
Colonel Wick’s, R. H. West’s, McNutt’s, Deer 
Creek, Pixton’s, and Alder Grove, to Greenville. 

From Vicksburg, by Warrenton, to Willow 
Springs. 

From Vicksburg, by Warrenton, Grand Gulf, 
St. Joseph’s, Louisiana, Rodney, Mississippi, 
Water Proof, Louisiana, Natchez, Mississippi, 
Fort Adams, Read River Landing, Louisiana, St. 
Francisville, Waterloo, Hermitage, Port Hud- 
son, Lobdell’s Store, Baton Rouge, Brulee Land- 
ing, Manchac, Plaquemine, Iberville, Bayou 
Goula, New River, Donaldsonville, Tureaud, 
Convent, Bonnet Carre, Edgar, Taylor, and La- 
branche’s Landing, to New Orleans. 

From Waterford, by Pink Hill, to Milton. 

From Westville, by Old Hickory, to Raleigh. 

From Westville, by New Dublin, to Monticello. 

From: Williamsburg, by Zion Seminary, Mon- 
roe, and Enon, to Augusta. 

From Williamsburg, by Bunker Hill and Fair- 
mount, to Raleigh. 


From Williamsburg, Oakohay, and Pineville, | 


to Ellisville. 


From Williamsburg, by Mount Carmel and || 


Monticello, to Brookhaven. 
From Winchester, by Red Hill, to Taylorton. 
From Woodvilleto Hopewell Church. 
From Woodville, by Percy’s Creek, to Fort 
Adams. 


Louisiena.—From Albany to Shreveport. 


ville, Mansura, Moreauville, and Simmsport, to 
Red River Landing. 
From Alexandria, by Hineston, Walnut Hih, 
Liberty Creek, and Huddleston, to Burr’s Ferry. 
From Alexandria, by Sonet, Winfield, Saline 


Mills, Pine Ridge, Saline, Sparta, Mount Leba- | 


non, and Athens, to Homer. 
From Alexandria to Red River Landing. 


From Alexandria, by Big Creek and White | 


Sulphur Springs, to Harrisonburg. 
From Alexandria, by Cotile, Cloutiersville, Isle 
Breville, and Natchitoches, to Grand Ecore. 


From Alexandria to Sabinetown, Texas. 

From Assumption, by Star and Thibodeaux, to 
Houma. 

From Atchafalaya to Big Bend, in Avoyelles 
parish, 

From Baton Rouge, by Plain’s Store, Mount 
Willing, and Jackson, to Clinton, ` 

From Baton Rouge,:-by Robert Huston’s, in 
Livingston parish, Coelk, the French Settlements, 
and Bayou Barbary, to Springfield. 

From Baton Rouge, by Coeik, to Springfield. 

From Baton Rouge, by Burlington, Stony 
Point, and Dennis’s Mills, to Greensburg. 

From Belleview, by Rocky Mount and Pine- 
ville, to Walnut Hill, Arkansas. 

From Belleview, by Deck’s, Orchard Grove, 
Lanesville, Myrtle Dale, and Dorcheat, to Mag- 
nolia, Arkansas. = 

From Burr’s Ferry to Huntsville, in Texas. 

From Charington to Bayou Chine. 

From Cheneyville, by Huddleston, to Burr’s 
Ferry. 

From Clinton, by Rose Hill, Mississippi, to 
Liberty. 

From Clinton, by Woodland, Darlington, 
Greensburg, Sangapaho, and Sibila, to Franklin- 
ton. 

From Columbia, by Mount Pleasant, Castor, 
Brookline, Vernon, Dugdemonia, and Quay, to 
Homer. 

From Columbia, by Redmouth, lon, and 
Ferry, to Point Jefferson. 

From Columbia to Harrisonburg. 

From Columbia, by Winfield, to Grand Ecore. 

From Covington, by Sun and Shady Grove, to 
Fordsville. 

From Covington, by Parkersville, Lima, and 
Pearl River Landing, to Gainesville, Mississippi. 

From Deerfield to Ion. 

From Deerfield, by Pugh’s, Dallas, and Que- 
bec, to Richmond. 

From Donaldsonville, by Crane’s Forge, Pain- 
courtvitle Church, Assumption, Pattersonville, 
Centreville, Franklin, Jeanerett’s, New Iberia, 
Saint Martinsville, Breaux Bridge, Vermillion- 
ville, Grand Coteau, and Opelousas, to Washing- 
ton. 

From Farmersville, by Shiloh, Lisbon, and 
Forest Grove, to Homer. 

From Farmersville, by Downsville, to Forks- 
ville. 

From Grand Coteau, by Arnanville, to Breaux 
Bridge. 

From Grand Ecore, by St. Maurice, Cedar 
Creek, Saline Mills, Leslie’s, Wyatt’s, and Har- 
ris, to Monroe. 

From Grand Ecore, along the bank of Red 
River, to Shreveport. 

From Grand Eeore, by Adair’s, Fort Jesup, 
and Manny, to Sabinetown, Texas. 

From Greensburg, by St. Helena, Springfield, 
and Pine Grove, to Madisonville. 

From Grand Ecore, by Belmont, Pleasant Hill, 
Bayou Pierre, Mansfield, and Black Jack, to 
Shreveport. 

From Greenwood, by Cook’s Store, Mooring’s 
Ferry, and Monterey, Texas, to Boston. 

From Greenwood, by Bethany, Texas, to Pu- 
laski. 

From Harrisonburg, by Ford’s Creek, Aim- 
well, Fanny Louis, Bertrand Prairie, Tancock 
Prairie, and St. Maurice, to Grand Ecore. 

From Harrisonburg to Kirk’s Ferry. 

From Harrisonburg, by Trinity, to Natchez, 
Mississippi. 

From Harrisonburg to Natchitoches. 

From Harrisonburg, by Rosefield, Copenha- 
gen, Columbia, and Caldwell, to Monroe. 

From Harrisonburg to Winnsboro’. 

From Holmesville, by Baton Rouge and Man- 


Jones’s 


i| sura, to Marksville. 
From Alexandria, by Point Magre, Marks- | 


From Houma, by Tigerville, Aligator, and 
Bayou Rammais, to Pattersonville. 

-From Keatchie, by Blossom Hill, to Greenwood. 

From Keatchie, by Pleasant Grove and Long 
Street, to Frank’s Settlement. : 

From Lake Charles, in the parish of Calcasieu, 
by water, to mouth of Calcasieu River, to Sabine 
Pass, in Texas. 

From Manny to Milan, via Pendleton. 

From Manny, by Mill Creek and. Toro, to 
Burr’s Ferry. 

From Manny, by P. 
H. Dillon’s. 


H. Montgomery’s to P. 
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~. From Mansfield, by Pleasant ‘Grove, tö Pulas- 
ki, Texas. at mS 

From Mansfield to Keatchie. 

From Mansfield to Logansport. 

From Mansfield, by Grand Cane, Keatchie, 
and Blossom. Hill, to Greenwood. 

From Mansfield, by Durham’s and General 
Williamson’s, to Shreveport. 

» From Mill Creek, by Anacoca, to Bear. Bone. 

From Minden, by Buckhorn, Boon’s Landing, 
Ringgold, Lverson, Coushattie Chute, and Campti, 
to: Grand Ecore. ; i 

From Minden, by Bistenhau, Bossier’s Point, 

and Fillmore, to Belleview, 
` From Minden, by Allen’s Settlement, Flat 
Lick, Dorcheat, and Pine Flat, to Walnut Hill, 
Arkansas. bang 

From Minden, by Fairview, to Belleview. 

From Monroe, by Trenton, Forksville, Grove 
Hill, Vienna, and Quay, to Arcadia: 
` Erom Monroe, by Ouachita City, Lindville, 
Spring Hill, and Marion, to Farmersville. 

From Monroe, by Redmouth, Winnsboro’, 
Butler, and Mount Bayou, to St. Joseph's. 

From Monroe, by Spring Place, Bastrop, and 
Plantersville, to Hawkins’s Landing, Arkansas. 

From Monticello, by Point Jefferson and Prairie 
Mer Rouge, to Bastrop. 

From Natchitoches to Shelbyville, Texas. 

From Natchitoches, by Manny and Mansfield, 
to Shreveport. 

From New Iberia, by Pare Perdue and Abbe- 
ville, to Perry’s Bridge. 

From New Orleans, by Red River Landing, 
Alexandria, and Grand Ecore, to Shreveport. 

From New Orleans to Carrollton. 

. From New Orleans to Bura’s Settlement, in 
Plaquemine Parish. 

From New Orleans, by Fort Pike, Shieldsboro’, 
Pass Christian, Mississippi City, Biloxi, Lynch- 
burg Springs, and Pascagoula, to Mobile, Ala- 
bama. 

From New Orleans, by Mandeville and Madi- 
sonville, to Covington. 

From New Orleans to Terre au Boeuf. 

From New Orleans, by English.Turn, to Point 
ala Hache. . 

From New Orleans, by Sebastian Brulard’s to 
Estee Deelese’s, 

From New Orleans to Lafayette City. 

From New Orleans, by Fleitas’s and Wilkes 
son’s, to Francis Moreau’s. 

From New River to Live Oak. 

From Opelousas, by Midway, Plaquemine, 
Brulée, Lake Charles, and Bear Bone, to Ballew’s 
Ferry. 

From Pecan Grove, by Monticello, and Point 
Jefferson, to Munroe. 

From Perry’s Bridge to Corse’s Mill. 

From Pine Ridge, in Wynn Parish, by Gray’s 
Store, to Mount Lebanon. 

From Plaquemine, by Gros Téte and Livonia, 
to Point Coupee. ` 

From Point Coupee to Fausse River, | 

From Red River Landing to Fort Adams, Mis- | 
sissippi. 

From Red River Landing, by Simmsport, 
Cheneyville, Hineston, Hinesville, Anacoca, and 
Anacoca Ferry, to Burr’s Ferry. f 

From Red River Landing, by Union Point, 
Fairview, Vidalia, Rifle Point, and Water Proof, 
to St. Joseph’s. 

From Red River Landing, by Cheneyville, 
Hineston, Huddleston, and Burr’s Ferry, to 
Huntsville, Texas. ot 

From Red River Landing to Greenwood, via 
Lewisport, Cheneyville, Alexandria, Natchi- 
toches, and Mansfield, to Greenwood. 

From Red River Landing to Burr’s Ferry. 

‘From Red River Landing to Huntsville, Texas, |! 
intersecting Great Western Mail. 

From Richmond, by Bayou and Macon, to | 
Warsaw. F 3 

From Richmond, by Young’s Point to Vicks- || 
burg, Mississippi. 

From Richmond, by New Carthage and Ash- || 
wood, to Grand Gulf, Mississippi. _ 
From Shreveport, by Spring Ridge, Parker’s | 

į 
i 
i 


Store, Logansport, and Shelbyville, Texas, to |f 


Nacogdoches. , 
From Shreveport to Washington, Arkansas. 
From Shreveport to Henderson, Texas. 


ville. 


From Sparta, by Salt Spring, to Iverson. 
From St. Francisville to Point Coupee. j 


From Stony Point, by William Allen’s;: in 
Livingston Parish, Duncan Blue’s, and Edward 
Stamp’s, to Springfield. Base 

From Thibodeaux to Lockport. 

From Trenton, by Pine Hills and Indian Vil- 
lage, to Vernon. aries : eux 

From Trinity, by Little Prairie, Parham’s Land- 
ing, Monterey Landing, and Flowery Mound; to 
Tooley’s. rig ’ : 

From Vernon.to Vienna. ; 

From Vienna, by Callaway’s, D’arbone, and 
Corner Bluff, to El Dorado, Arkansas. 

From Water Proof to Kirk’s Ferry. 

From Washington to Huddleston’s, via Ham- 
burg and Cole’s Settlement. 

From Warsaw, by Pullaway, Deerfield, Mon- 
ticello, and Joe’s Bayou, to Lake Providence. 

From Warsaw, by Hurricane, Minnsboro’, 
Oakley, Sicily Island, and Boeuf Prairie, to Har- 
risonburg. 


Texas.—From Alton, by Mud Spring, to Bird- 


From Alton to Gainesville. 

From Alto Springs, by Marlin, to Belton. 

From Anahuac, by Sour Lake, to. Woodville. 

From Anderson, to Mitchell’s, via Sulphur 
Springs and Plaster’s. 

From Anderson, by White Sulphur Springs, 
Ghaney’s, McMahon’s, Roger’s Furnace, Birch 
Creek, Stewart’s, and Henson’s, to Springfield. 

From Anderson to Boonville. 

From Aransas to Refugio, via Lamar and 
Copano. 

From Anderson, by Bedi, Elwood, Mitchell’s, 
Leona, and Hall’s Bluff, to Crockett. 

From Athens, by Bethel, Troy, Kechil, and 
Centreville, to Leona. 

From Austin to San Elizario. 

From Austin, by Bluff Spring, Lockhart, Plum 
Creek, Gonzales, China Grove, Mount Petrea, 
Concrete, and Cuero, to Victoria. 

From Austin, by San Marco, Bonite, New 
Braumfels, Valley, and Ciboli, to San Antonio. 

From Austin, by Gilleland Creek, Blue Hill, 
San Gabriel, San Anders, to Cameron. 

From Austin, by Merrilltown, Bushy Creek, 
Georgetown, Selado, Belton, and Howard, to 
Waco Village. 

From Austin, by Young’s Settlement, Lexing- 
ton, and Prospect, to Caldwell. 

From Austin, by Georgetown, Belton, Waco 
Village, Springfield, Fairfield, and Palestine, to 
Rusk. 


From Bastrop, by Cedar Creek, Lockart, and 
Prairie Lea, to Seguin. 

From Beaumont to Liberty. | 

From Beaumont, by Ward’s and Caney Head, 
to Town Bluff. 

From Beaumont, by Weiss Bluff and Madison, 
to Ballew’s Ferry, Louisiana. 

From Big Creek, by Oyster Creek, to Liver- 

ool. 
f From Bonham, by Pilot Grove, Highland, 
McKinney, Spring Creek, Cedar Springs, and 
Plano, to Dallas. “s s 

From Bonham, by Warren, Sherman, Indian 
Grove, Roseland, Little Elm, Alton, and Farmer’s ! 
Branch, to Dallas. 

From Boston, by Forrest Home and Linden, | 
to Jefferson. 

From Brenham, by Long Point, John Dodd’s, | 
Doctor Holliday’s, Lexington, and A. Law- | 
rence’s, to Georgetown. a 

From Brenham, by Long Point and Cameron, 
to Caldwell. 

From Brenham, by Oak Grove, Stony Point, 
Alexander, and Young’s Prairie, to Austin. 

From Brownsville, by Point Isabel, to Brazos 
Santiago. 

From Brownsville, by Edinburg, Rio Grande 
City, and Rome, to Laredo. 

From Buena Vista, by Caledonia, to Mount 
Enterprise. 

From Buffalo to Leona, by Bethel, Troy, and 
Centreville. : 

From Buffalo, by Waxahatchie, to Birdville. | 

From Bunkerhill, by Jamestown, to Gum 
Spring. : 

From Burnet Court-House to Austin. 

From Caldwell to Cameron, Cameron county. 

From Cameron to Belton. 

From Cameron to Waxahatchie, via Waco. 

From Centreville, by Hall’s Bluff, to Crockett. 


From Centreville, by Cotton Qin, to Corsica 
From Clarksville to Jefferson; us 
From Clarksville, by. Maple. Springs; Sulp 
Bluff, and. Pleasant Hill, to’ ‘Tarrant: Fae Rie 

From Clarksville, by. Blossom ‘Prairie; Parit 
Honey Grove, and Lieke; fo Bonham; : 

From Clarksville, by Savannah, De Kalb, Bos- 
ton, Moore’s, and Rondo, Arkansas, ‘to. Fulton. 

‘From Clarksville, by Mount’ Pleasant, Gilmer, 
Henderson, Rusk,. Crockett, Cincinnati, Hunts 
ville, Montgomery, and. Houston, to Galveston: 

From Clarksville, by Wood and Van Zant 
Athens. = bag Nk ges 

From Clarksville, by Mouth. of Mile Creekand 
Rocky Comfort, Arkansas, to Paraclifta. 2°” 

From Clarksville, by Monterey; Pine 
and Kiomatia, to Doaksville, Arkansas: 

From Coffeeville to Hopewell. : ; 

From Columbus; by. Gonzales, to San Antonio. 

From Coffeeville to Marshall. ; : 

From Columbus, by Frelsburg, Industry, and 
Shelby, to Round Top. : i ge anag 

From Copano to Refugio. : l 

From Corpus Christi to Laredo. 

From Corpus Christi to Brownsville. $ 

From Corpus Christi to Rio Grande Citys; 

From Crockett, by Navarro, to Keechil. 

From Crockett, by Colita, to -Livingston <. 

From Crockett, by San Pedro, Tonia; and Elk- 
heart, to Palestine. i . 

From Dallas to Birdville. 

From Corpus Christi, by Lamar, Copano, 
Arkansas Pass, to Passo Cavallo. . 

From Dallas, by Pleasant Run, Red Oak, Wax- 
ahatchie, Chamber’s Creek, White Rock, and 
Bould Springs, to Waco. Village. É ve 

From Dallas to Johnson’s Station. 

From Daingerfield, by Unionville, to Boston. 

From Daingerfield, by Mount Pleasant and 
Union Bridge, to Clarksville. 

From Frontera to San Francisco, California. 

From Gainesville to Corunna, via: Alton and 
Waxahatchie. eee ee oe 

From Galveston, by Saluria and: Indianola; to 
Port Lavaca. Hees Meet 

From Galveston, by Anahuac, John’s Liberty, 
Grand Cane, and Smithfield, to Swartwout. ` 

From Galveston, by San Luis and Quintanna, 
to Matagorda. ; i 

From Galveston to New Orleans, Louisiana. 

From Galveston to Sabine City. + = 

From Galveston, by Galveston Bay and Black 
Hill, to Liberty. ; a 

From Galveston, by Lynchburg and Harris- 
burg, to Houston. : 

From Galveston, by Seven Oaks, Liverpool, 
Columbia, Hinds, Brazoria, Cedar Lake, and 
Caney, to Matagorda. . ‘ 

From Gainesville, by Alton and. Waxahatchie, 
to Corunna. ; ; pis i 

From Georgetown, by Gabriel Knob; to. Hamil- 
ton, Burnett county. 

From Gilmer, by Quitman, to Kaufman: 
From Gilmer, by Red Rock, to Gum Springs. 
From Gilmer, by Hopewell, to Mount Pleas- 

ant. : : 
From Gilmer, by Holly Springs, Quitman, 
Retina, Davis’s Mills, and Shiloh, to Greenville. 

From Goliad, by Meyersville; Clinton, Cuero, 
and Mustang, to Hallettsville. . 

From Goliad to Cibolo Springs. 

From Gonzales, by China Grove, Sweet Home, 
Petersburg, Columbus, and San Bernard; to Rich- 
mond. 

From Gonzales, by Live Oak, to Goliad. 

From Greenwood, Louisiana, by. Bethany, 
Elysian Fields, Texas, Kimlock, Grand Bluff, 
Carthage, Reed’s Settlement, Fair Play, Pine 
Hills, and Murvall, to Mount Enterprise. 

From Greenville, by McKnight’s, Modern 
Times, Coleman’s Mills, and McKinney, to Dal- 
ton’s. 

From Gum Spring, by Mount Carmel, Garden 
Valley, and Canton, to Kaufman. 

From Henderson to Gum Springs, via Bunker 
Hill and Jamestown. : 

From Henderson, by Belleview, New Danville, 
and Point Pleasant, to Gilmer. : 

From Henderson, by Sugar Hill, to Grand 
Bluf. - f 

From Henderson, by San Cosme, Anadarco, 
New Salem, Rusk, Box Creek, Roundville, and 
San Pedro, to Crockett. |’ 

From Hilliard’s, by Carthage, to Grand Bluffs. 


Bluff, 
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August, 


-Erom Houston, by Jones’s Big Creek, Soli- 
tude, Bingham’s, and Liverpool, to Galveston. 

-From Houston to Oyster Creek. 

From Houston, by Hodge’s Bend and Rich- 
mond, to Wharton, 

From Houston, by Cypress Top, to Ander- 
son. 

From Houston, by Clear Lake and J. Little’s, 


to Hodges. 
From Houston, by Houseville, Rock Island, 
Washington, Independence, Brenham, Vine 


Grove, Round Top, Rutlersville, Lagrange, Plum 
Grove, Cunningham, Alum Creek, Bastrop, Web- 
berville, and Cases, to Austin. | 

From Houston, by San Felipe, New Ulm, In- 
dustry, and Fayetteville, to Lagrange. 

From Houston, by Rose Hill and Montgome- 
ry, to Huntsville. 

From. Huntsville to Red River Landing, Lou- 
isiana, 

From Huntsville, by Home, Sumpter, and 
Lake, to Marion. 

From Huntsville, by Prairie Plains and Ander- 
son, to Washington. 

From Huntsville to Mitchell’s. 

From Hantsville, by Cold Spring, Swartwout, 
Livingston, Greenville, Woodville, Zavalla, Jas- 
per, and Burkeville, to Barr’s Ferry, Louisiana. 

From Huntsville to Centreville, via Mitchell’s 
and Leona. 

From Huntsville, by Trinity county seat, to 
Marion. 

From Indianola, by Saluria and Port Cavallo, 
to Matagorda. 

From Indianola, by McGrew’s, to Victoria. 

From Independence, by Caldwell, Chance 
Prairie, Nashville, and Port Sullivan, to Came- 
ron, 

From Jasper, by Burkeville, to Burr’s Ferry, 
Louisiana. 

From Jasper, by Zavalla, Mount Jordan, Ben- 
dy’s Landing, Billum’s Creek, Mount Hope, 
Moscow, and Livingston, to Swartwout. 

From Jefferson, by Union Springs, Marshall, 
Concord, Powellton, and Greenwood, Louisiana, 
to Shreveport. 

From Jefferson to Fulton, Arkansas, by Smith- 
jand and Point Monterey. 

From Jefferson, by Galatea, Port Caddo,Cook’s 
Store, and Jonesville, to Powellton. 

From Jefferson, by Floyd’s Ferry, on Red 
River, to Fulton, Arkansas. 

A es Jefferson, by Hickory Hill, to Dainger- 
eld. 

From Jefferson, by Coffeeville, to Gilmer. 

From Jefferson, by Smithland, to Point Mon- 
terey. 

From Kaufman, by Kemp and Buffalo, to Taos. 

From Kaufman, by Trinity River, to Waxa- 
hatchie. 


From Lagrange, by Lyons, Oakland, Halletts- | 


ville, Petersburg, and Rocky Mills, to Victoria. 

From Lagrange, by Columbus, Eagle Lake, 
Egypt, Wharton, Preston, and Caney, to Mata- 
gorda. 

From Laredo to Eagle Pass. 

From Leona, by Centreville, to Springfield. 

From Liberty, by Woodville, to Nacogdoches. 

From Liberty to Beaumont. 

From Livingston, by Woodville, to Town 
Blaff. 

From Lynchburg to Smithfield. 


From Lynchburg, by Tarkinton’s Prairie, Liv- | 


ingston, and Harrington, to San Augustine. 
From Lynchburg, by Cedar Bayou and West 
Liberty, to Liberty. 


From Madison, by Cotland, Newton, and Sa- | 


lem, to Burkeville. 
From Manchester, by Waco, to Cameron. 


From Marshall, by Ash Spring, Friendship, ; 


Earpville, and Pine Tree, to Gilmer. 

From Marshall to Port Caddo. 

From Marshall, by Union Springs, to Jefferson. 

From Marshall, by Ash Spring, Earville, Pine 
Tree, Point Pleasant, and Gum Spring to Tyler. 

From Marshall, by Henderson, Tyler, Canton, 
Cedar Grove, Millwood, and McKinney, to Sher- 
man. ` 

From Marshall, by Glade Springs, Elysian 
Fields, Keatchie, Louisiana, and Grand Cane, to 
Mansfield. 

From Matagorda, by Brazoria and Cedar Lake, 
to Sugar Land. 

From McKinney, by Alton, to Birdsville. 


From McKinney to Sherman. in 

From Milan, by Pendleton, Manny, Louisiana, 
and Fort Jesup, to Grand Ecore. 

From Mount Carmel, by Starne’s House, to 
Gilmer. s 

From Mount Pleasant, by Jordan’s Mills, to 
Palestine. 

From Mount Pleasant, by Gray Rock, Lone 
Star, White Oak, Tarrant, Black Jack Grove, 
Timber Creek, Greenville, Bean Creek, Millwood, 
and Black Hill, to Dallas. 

From Nacogdoches to Shelbyville, via Crane’s, 

From Nacogdoches, by Mount Enterprise, Hen- 
derson, Millville, Walling’s Ferry, and Ashville, 
to Marshall. 

From Nacogdoches, by Linn Flat, to Mount 
Enterprise. 

From Nacogdoches to Weiss Bluff. 

From Nacogdoches; by Anadarco and New 
Salem, to Tyler. 

From Nacogdoches, by Douglass, Linwood, 
Alto, Crockett, and Cincinnati, to Huntsville. 

From Nacogdoches, by Marion and Herring- 
ton, to Woodville. 

From Nashville, by Wheelock, to Leona. 

From New Braumfels, by Seguin and Belmont, 
to Gonzales. 

From New Braumfels, by Sisterdale,-to Fred- 
ericksburg. 

From New Orleans, Louisiana, to Sabine City, 
Texas. 

From New Orleans, Louisiana, to Brazos San- 
tiago, Texas. . 

From New Orleans, Louisiana, by Galveston, 
Texas, Saluria, Port Cavallo, and Lasalle, to In- 
dianola. 

From Palestine to Magnolia. 

From Palestine, by Kaufman, to Millwood, 
thence through Searcy’s Settlements, to Bonham. 

From Paris, by Shocky’s, to Pine Bluff. 

From Paris, by Lake Creek, to Tarrant. 

From Paris, by Prairie Mount, Ben Franklin, 
and North Sulphur, to Greenville. 

From Port Lavaca, by Weodport, to Texana. 

From Quitman, by Kaufman, to Dallas, 

From Red River Landing, Louisiana, to Hunts- 
ville, Texas. 

i From Rock Island, by Chapel Hill, to Bren- 
am. 

From Rock Island, by Washington, Independ- 
ence, Brenham, Vine Grove, Round Top, Ru- 
tersville, La Grange, Plum Grove, Cunningham, 
Alum Creek, Bastrop, Webberville, and Cases, 
to Austin. 


From Rock Island, by Retreat and Gainesville, || 


to Anderson. 


From Rock Island, by Tippet’s, Wade’s, and |; 


Gaston’s, to Hodges. 

From Round Top, by Long Point and Gay 
Hill, to Independence. 

From Rusk, by Pinetown, Marlow’s Hill, Pal- 
estine, Beaver, Alfred, Athens, Kemp, Warsaw 
Prairie, and Prairie Creek, to Dallas. 

From Rusk, by Sulphur Springs, to Douglass. 

From Rusk, by Jacksonville, to Larissa. 

From Rusk to Winwood. 

From Sabine City, by Beaumont, Weiss Bluff, 
Erin, Town Bluff, and Magnolia Springs, to Jas- 
par. 

From Sabinetown, by Fairmont and Toledo, to 
Burkeville. 

From Sabinetown, by Milan, San Augustine, 
Cherimo, and Melrose, to Nacogdoches. 

From Sabinetown, by Bear Creek, to Jasper. 

From Sabinetown, by Hamilton, to Shelby ville. 

From San Antonio, by Castroville, Fort Inge, 
and Leona, to Eagle Pass. 

From San Antonio to Copano, via Goliad and 


| Refugio. 


From San Antonio, by Goliad, to Lamar. 
From San Antonio to Laredo. 


From San Antonio, by Poast Oak, Southerland |} 


Springs, Yorktown, Colletto, Sulphur Springs, 
Pierpont Place, Victoria, and Port Lavaca, to In- 
dianola. 

From San Antonio to Fredericksburg. 

From San Antonio, by Valley, to Seguin. 

From San Antonio to Castroville. 

From San Antonio, by Eagle Pass, Presidio 
de} Norte, and El Paso, to Dona Ana. 

From San Augustine, by Port Windham, to 
Woodville. 

From San Augustine to Marion. 


} Cottage, Hilliard’s, Pulaski, Kinlock, and Glade 
Springs, to Marshall. 

From San Jacinto to Smithfield. 

From Saluria, by Lamar, Copano, and Aransas, 
to Corpus Christi. . 

From Shelbyville, by Ashton ’s and McMillan’s, 
to Pulaski. 

From Shelbyville to Henderson. 

From Shelbyville, by White Cottage, Buena 
Vista, Henderson, Bunker Hill, Summer Grove, 
and Clopton, to Tyler. 

From Shelbyville, by Myrick’s Ferry, to Grand 
Ecore, Louisiana. 
erom Sherman, by Bason Springs, to Gaines- 
ville. i 

From Sherman, by Woodböro’, to Fort Wash- 
ita, Grayson county. 

From Shreveport, Louisiana, to Austin, Texas. 

From Springfield, by Tewockony Springs, 
Spring Hill, and Dresnen, to Chamber’s Creek. 

From Springfield to Marlin, via Alto Springs. ` 

From Springfield, by Cotton Gin, Fairfield, 
! Avant, Troy, Bethel, and Tennessee Colony, to 
Palestine. 

P romi Swartwout, by Cold Spring, to Hunts- 
ville, 

From Taos, by Musket, Corsicana, and Rich- 
land Crossing, to Tewockony Springs. 

From Taos, by Waxahatchie, Cedar Hill, and 
Johnson’s Station, to Birdville. 

From Tarrant, by Hooker, Cedar Grove, Col- 
lege Mound, and Kaufman, to Taos. 

From Texana, by Wharton and Calder’s, to 
Columbia. 

Brom Texana, by Morales de Lavaca and 
Bearden, to Petersburg. 

From Town Bluff, by Magnolia Springs, Cort- 
land, Belgrade, Calcasieu Parish, and Dempsey ’s 
Isles, in Louisiana to Cheneyville. 

From Tyler, by Mount Carmel, Belzora, 
Sand Spring, Quitman, and Big Dollar, to Tarrant. 

From Tyler, by Hamburg and Brownsboro’, 
to Athens. 

From Tyler to Mount Vernon, via Quitman. 

From Tyler, by Seven Leagues, Larissa, Kick- 
| apoo, and Plenitude, to Palestine. 

From Tyler, by Flora, Jordan’s, Saline, Bar- 
i ren Ridge, and Four Mile Prairie, to Kemp. 

From Victoria, by Fanning’s Defeat, Goliad, 
Refugio, and San Patricio, to Corpus Christi. 

Æ@ From Victoria, by Texana and Wharton, to 
Richmond. 

From Victoria, by Anagua, to Lamar. 

From Waco Village, by Dresden, to Corsicana. 

From Waco Village, by Deer Creek, to Cam- 
eron. 

From Walling’s Ferry, by Cotton Plant and 
Fredonia, to Henderson. 

From Washington, by Grimesville, Shannon, 
Montgomery, and Danville, to Cold Spring. 

From Washington, by Chapel Hill, Travis, 
Belleville, Swearingen, San Felipe, Richmond, 
Big Creek, Columbia, Hind’s, Brazoria, and 
| Gulf Prairie, to Quintanna. 
| From Washington, by Millican, Boonville, 
Wheelock, and Alta Springs, to Springfield. 

From Wheelock, by Prosperity and Marlin, to 
Waco Village. 

From Woodville to Town Bluff. 

From Woodville, by Providence Hill, to Beau- 
mont. 


Arkansas.—From Amity to Hot Springs, 
From Antoine, by Brooktown, Murfreesboro’, 
: John Russ’s, and Fannington, to Paraciifta. 
| From Antoine, by Stewart’s Store and Captain 
| Tate’s, on Little Missouri river, to Camden. 

From Aberdeen, by Clarendon, Watensaw, 
| Lake Bluf, Duvall’s Bluff, Des Are, Augusta, 
| Grand Glaze, Elizabeth, Jacksonport, and Oil 
Trough, to Batesville. 

From Aberdeen, by Mound City, to Memphis, 
| Tennessee. 

From Arkadelphia, by Alpine, Amity, Centre- 
ville, and Caddo Grove, to Mount Ida. 

From Arkadelphia, by Terre Noir, to Rome. 

From Arkansas Post, by La Grew’s Springs 
| and Molino del Rey, to Crockett’s Bluff. 

From Athens, to Springfield, Missouri. 

From Bartholomew, by Holly Point, to Haw- 
kins’s Landing. 

From Batesville, by Graham, Wallace Creek, 


From San Augustine, by Shelbyville, White 


Little Rocky Bayou, Richwoods, Sylamon Creek, 
| and Locust Grove, to Wiley’s Cove. 
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: From. Batesville, by Rocky Bayou and Mount: 


Olive, to North Fork. 

From Batesville, by Poke Bayou, Wild Hawa, 
and Franklin, to Pilot Hill. 

From Batesville, by Curia, Barry, and Smith- 
ville, to Jackson. 

„ From Batesville; by Walnut Grove and Mazel 
Grove, to Smithville.. 

From Benton, by Owensville, Whittington, 
Akin’s Store, and Harold, to Mount Ida. 

From Benton, by Brown’s to Lost Creek. 

From Benton, by Bland’s and Brazil, to Per- 
ryville. , 

From Bentonville, 
etteville. 

From Bentonville, by Spavinan, 

From Boonville to Fort Smith. 

From Brownsville to Des Arc, via Pigeon 
Roost. : 

‘From Brownsville, by Richwoods, Clear Lake, 
and Bocage’s Mill, to Pine Bluff. 

From Camden, by Hampton, Warren, and 
Monticello, to Gaines’s Landing. 

From Camden, by Woodlawn, Lamartine, 
Leak’s Store, and Bear Creek, to Louisville. 

From Camden, by “Buena Vista, Seminary, 
Liadesdale, Taylor, Calhoun, Millville, and 
Haynesville, Louisiana, to Homer. 

From. Camden, by Liberty, Caney, Mount 
Moriah, and Clark’s Mills, to Washington. 

From Camden to Arkadelphia. 

From Camden, by Buena Vista, The Seminary, 
and Sand Hill, to Washington. 

From Camden to Beech Creek, in Clark county. 

From Carrollton, by Dubuque, to‘Rock Bridge, 
Missouri. 

From Carrollton, by Osage, King’s. River, 
Marble, Huntsville, and Fitzworth,to Fayetteville. 

From Carrollton, by Worth, to Rock Bridge, 
Missouri. = 

From Carrollton, by Perryville, to Washbourn’s 
Prairie, Missouri. 

From Carrollton to Springfield, Missouri. 

‘From Carrollton to Curiton, Missouri, via 
Mouth of Butler’s Creek and Prairie. 

From Carrollton to. Flat Creek, Missouri. 

From Charleston, by Brunner, Big Creek, and 
Greenwood, to Sugar Loaf, 

From Chickelah to Pleasant Valley. 

From Chickelah to Hot Springs. 

From Clarksville, by Griffin’s, Dover, Glass 
Village, Clinton, Kinderhook, Wolf Bayou, and 
Alder Brook, to Batesville. 

From Clarksville, by Piney, Point Means, 
Mount Parthenon, and Jasper, to Carrollton, 

From Clarksville, by Wardville and Ewbank’s 
Mills, to Saint Paul. 

From Clarksville, by Cobbsville, to Saint Paul. 

From Clarksville, by Ewbank’s Mills .and 
Wohiteley’s, to Osage. 

From Clarendon to Surrounded Hill. 

From Clinton, by Meadows, Locust Grove, 
and Big Flats, to Buffalo City. 

From Cross Roads, by Boonville, Tumlinson- 
ville, Waldron, Parks, and Quito, to Panther. 

From Danville, by Rover and Bluffton, to Mil- 
ton Galbreath’s, in Scott county. 

From Danville, by William Park’s, Yell coun- 
ty, and Milton Gilbreath’s, to Felix Grundy 
Gaines, 

From Danville, by Parkersburg, Rock Creek, 
Reveille, Trouble Hill, Boonville, New Market, 
and Greenwood, to Fort Smith. 

From Dary Saw, by White Oak and Powell’s 
Mills, to Eiba. 

From Dary Saw, by Camp Creek and Cherry 
Grove, to Lost Creek. J 

From Des Arc, by West Point, to Searcy’s. 

From Des Arc Bluff, intersecting military road 
near Cadron Ferry, by the way of Lewisburg, 
Lemoine’s Ferry, and Dardanelles, to Fort Smith. 

‘From Doaksville, by Armstrong Academy, to 
Fort Washita. 

From Dover, by Borland, to Yellville. 

From El Dorado, by Beaver Ruin, Three 
Creek, Scottsville, Louisiana, Franksville, Tiger 
Creek, and Homer, to Minden. 

From El Dorado, by Mount Holly, Calhoun, 
and Dorcheat, to Lewisville. 

From El Dorado, by Champagnolle, Wilming- 
ton, Gravel Ridge, Lanark, Warren, Montonga, 
Monticello, and Cut Off, to Bartholomew. 

From El Dorado, by Hillsboro’ and Cherry 
Ridge, to Farmersville. 


by J. M. Hoge’s, to Fay- 
to Maysville. 


_, From El Dorado, by: Lisbon ‘and..Buffalo, to 
Camden. : BS ae ANS 
From Elizabeth, by Jacksonport, Kenyon, 

Clover-Bend, and Powhatan, to Smithville. 

From Elizabeth, by Coleraine, Santa Fe,-Oak. 
Ridge,:-Lorado, and Wolcott, to Gainesville. 

From Elizabeth to Wolcott. on 

From. Evansville, by Flint.and Tahlequah, to 
Fort Gibson. : s ; 

From Fayetteville, by Hiloche, to Maysville. 

From Fayetteville, by Boon’s Grove, to. Car- 
rollton. i Ft 

From Fair Forest, by Relf’s. Bluff, Montonga, 
Monticello, Lacy, Fountain Hill, Hamburg, and 
Elen, to Bastrop, Louisiana. 

rrom Fair Play, by Clift’s Mills, togOwens- 
ville. . 

From Fair Play to Hot Springs. 

From Fort Gibson, by Creek Agency, Micco, į 
and Fort Washita, to Fort Arbuckle. 

From Fort Smith to Donna Anna, on the Rio 
Grande. i 
From Fort Smith, by Jenny Lind, Hodge’s 
Fraivie, Black Jack, and Tumlinsonville, to Wal- 

ron. 


From Fort Smith, by James Fork, Sugar Loaf, | 
Chocoville, and Black Jack, to Tumlinsonville. 
From Fort Smith, by Choctaw Agency and | 


Antoin, Huddleston,:Gtoves, and. Maribi 


Stony Point, Searcy; 


Micco, to Fort Washita. 
From Fort Smith, by Kidron, to Fort Gibson. 
From Fort Smith, by Choctaw Agency, to | 
Doaksville. 
From Fulton, Hempstead county, 
Comfort. 
From Fulton to Fort Towson, via Pine Prairie 
and Laynesport. | 
From Gainesville to Hatcher’s, on Eleven Point | 
River, via Sherky’s Ferry, Dockworth’s Ferry, | 
Fourche Dumas, and Medical Spring. | 
From Gainesville, by Drew, to Pocahontas. 
From Gainesviile, by Oak Bluff, Chalk Bluff, | 
and West Prairie, Missouri, to Bloomfield, j 
From Grand Lake, by Masonia, to Deerfield, | 
Louisiana. ' 
From Grand Lake, by Chaney Bridge and Hol- | 
ly Point, to Hamburg. | 
From Grand Glaze to Searcy’s. i 
From Hamburg, by Fountain Hill and Long | 
View, to Warren. i 
From Helena, Planter’s, Big Creek, Valley | 
F 


t 
t 
i 
to Rocky | 
| 
i 
i 


h Grove, and Larenceville, to Clarendon. 


From Helena, by La Grange, Beech Grove, i 
Marina, Langueile, and Mount Vernon, to St. 
Francis. 

From Helena, by Longtown, Mississippi, 
Peach Creek, and Monthalia, to Sledgeville. | 

From Helena, by North Creek, Tullysville, | 
Rough and Ready, Oakland, Cotton Plant, and | 


From Hillsboro’, by Union Springs, Holly | 
Springs, and Union Cross Roads, Louisiana, to i 
Marion. 

From Huntsville, by Lewis W. Thompson’s, | 
on War Eagle, Jennings’s, on White River, and i 
Rolen’s Ridge, to Washbourne’s Prairie. | 

From Hurricane, by James Bruton ’s, to Dover. | 

From Jacksonport to Wild Harris’s, in izard | 
county. . 

From Jacksonport to Morristown. l 

From Jacksonport, by Powhatan, to Pocahon- | 
tas. 

From Jackson, by Red Bank, to Pilot Hill. 

From Jasper, by Kingston, to Huntsville. | 

From Jasper, by Forest Home, Borland, and | 
Point Peter, to Lebanon. 

From Kansas, by Parkville, Wyandott, and į 
Hampton, to Platte City, Missouri. 


Bayou, Metre Settlement, and Samuel Walker’s 
Old Stand, to Searey’s. l 

From Little Rock, by Springfield, to Clinton. | 

From Little Rock, by Mary, Brownsville, Ab- | 
erdeen, and other immediate offices, to Memphis, 
Tennessee. i 

From Little Rock, by Mouth of Cache River, | 
to Oakland. | 
t 
| 
i 


From Little Rock, by Preston and Quitman, 
to Kinderhook. f 

From Little Rock, by North Point, Maumelle, 
Perryville, and Petit Jean, to Danville. 

From Little Rock, by Plum Bayou, Pine Bluff, 
| New Gascony, Richland, Swan Lake, Nicottoo, ; 
Cummins, South Bend, Arkansas Post, and Red | 
Fork, to Napoleon. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
Gage’s Point, to Augusta. JA 
g g | 
} 
| 


-From Little Rock; by Collegeville; Ben 
Play, Rockport, ‘Midway; Arkadelptii 


Washington. 0°: wie ES ao oe 
> From Little Ron by Red: Oak; Oaklind:G@ 


old Well, Pleasant Plaid, 
and Rocky Point, to Batesville. eee 


From. Little Rock, by Perryville, Dan 
Renate Reveille, ‘and - Charleston, + 
Smith. : p é i Tago A 


From Litte Rock, by Greeni Grove; Lewis- 
burg, Galley Creek, Norristown, Russellville and“ 
‘Scotia, to-Pittsburg.. > papey ee Eee 
From Lebanon to Forsyth; Missouri: 
From ‘Lebanon to:Dovers <- 
From Lehigh, by Bushwood’s; to Storer’s Gin, ` 
From Lewisburg,-by Dart, to Perryville. 
From Lewisburg, by Springfield, to Clinton. 
‘From Lewisvilleto Minden, Louisiana. : . 
From Lewisville to Lebanon, via Calhoun and 
Beechland. eas : 
From Lisbon to- Lewisville, by 
Calhoun, Magnolia, and Dorcheat:: : 
From Lisbon to Mount Holly, = 2% 
From Litle Bay, by. Hampton-and 
to Eldorado. heey 
From Locust Grove:to Lebanon: > 
From Mayaville.to Bentonville. ee 
From Marion to Smith’s, via Deeron’s.' ).: : 
From Marion, by Oldham, Pecan Point, Ocola, 
and Canadian, to Hickman’s: Bend. : 
From Mill Bayou to Chilleceaux, Missouri; via 
Checkasawba, Fleetor’s, Big Lake, and Grand 


Mount Holly, 


Fremont, 


i| Prairie. 


From Mount Ida, by Cedar Creek, to Waldron: 
From Mount Olive, by Sylamore, Flat Woods, 
and Richwood’s, to Kinderhook. 
From Murfreesboro’, to Adams, Washita 
county. $ ` 
From Napoleon, by Island No. 66, Laconia, 
Barney’s, Thompson’s Landing, Mississippi, : 
Friar’s Point, Helena, Arkansas; Sterling, Wayne, 
Walnut Bend, Bledsoe’s Landing,’ Blue’s:Point, 
Grayson, Ceralva, Mississippi, and ‘Elin: Grove; 
to Memphis, Tennessee. ; BR Ton 
From Napoleon, by White River, St: Charles, i 
Cass Cove, and Crockett’s Bluff, to Aberdeen. ` 
From Napoleon, by John’ H.Freeman’s, David 


H Weirs, Gary Williams’s,on Bayou Bartholomew, 


to Wileyville. : Yoa 
X From North Fork, by Rapp’s ©. :rren,; to Rock- 

ridge. pias 
Fron North Fork, by Buffalo City, Yellville, 


i| Rolling Prairie, Mount Pleasant, and Crooked 


Creek, to Carrollton. 

From Norristown, by Dardanelles and Chicke= 
lah, to Danville. 

From Oakland Grove, by Brownsville, to. Des 


re. PADS 
From Oakland. Grove, ‘by Hickory Plain, to 
Des Are. : i . 
From Ozark, by Constitution, Cass, St. ‘Paul, 
War Eagle, Huntsville, and Robinson’s Cross 
Roads, to- Bentonville. i 
From Ozark, by Mount Gilead, Brawley’s, 
Brownsville, Charlestown, and Robert Maffit’s, 
to Cross Roads. ` 
From Panther to Caddo Cove. f : 
From Panther, by Cove and Mineral. Hill, to 
Ultima Thule. í . 
From Perryville to Park’s, via Huston’s, 
Smith’s, Briggs’s, and W. J. Parks. : 
From Paraclifta, by Lion’s Beard, Ultima 
Thule, Eagletown, Luk-fah-tah, and Wheelock, 


j| to Doaksville. .. : 


From Pilot Hill, by Bennett’s River, Bennett's 


i! Bayou, and St. Leger, Missouri, to Rockbridge. 


F Little Rock, by the Old Military Road, |, 
ou, Metre Setlemen : K l| Hudson’s, William H. Wilson’s, John B. House’s, 


From Pine Bluff, by Mahoney’s Ferry; James 


Brushy Woods, Storer’s,and John R. Lightfoot’s, 
to Camden. 

From Pine Bluff, by Dary Saw, Beech Bluff, 
and Hurricane Creek, to Princeton. PV as 

From Pine Bluff, by Fair Forest, Wileyville, 
Bartholomew, and Gaine’s Landing, to Columbia. 

From Pine Bluff, by White Oak Bluff, to Cham- 
bersville. 

From Pine Bluff, by Lehi, Mount ‘Elba, and 
Eagle Creek, to Warren. Saas A 

From Pine Bluf, by White Oak, to Prince- 
ton. 


From Pine Bluff to Arkansas Post.. ; . 
From Pine Bluff to Washington, via Princeton 
and Dallasport. i 
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From Pine Bluff to Lost Creek, via Carr’s and |! 


Hestor’s Bridge, on Hurricane Creek. 

From Pine Bluf to Bastrop, Louisiana, via 
Monticello and Hamburg. 

From Pittsburg, by Clarksville, Horse Head, 
Ozark, Pleasant Hill, and Van Buren, to Fort 
Smith. 

From Pittsburg, by Roseville, Sub Rosa, Point 
Prairie, Charleston, and Bloomer, to Fort Stith. 


From Pocahontas, by Spring Creek, Jobe, Mis- |! 


souri, and Webster, to Thomasville. 

From Port Gibson, by Creek Agency, North 
Fork, Perryville, and Fort Washita, to Fort Ar- 
buckle, Western Territory. 

From Powhatan, by Hazel. Grove, to Bates- 
ville. 

From Powhatan, by James Childress’s, to 
Gaineaville. 

From Princeton, by Fairview, to Cachemasso. 

From Reveille to Charlestown. 

From Richwood’s to Duvall’s Bluff. 

From Rockport, by Tulip, Princeton, Chappell, 
Freco, and Luda, to Camden. 

‘From Rockport to Lost Creek. 

From Rockport, by De Roche, Point Cedar, 
and County Line, to Murfreesboro’. 

From Rome to Beech Creek. 

From Russellville to Dover. 

From St, Francis, by Green Plains, Marion, and 
Mound City, to Memphis, Tennessee. 

From St. Francis, by Eureka, Mill Ridge, 
Johnston, Mount Pinson, Elizabeth, Jacksonport, 
Oil Trough, and Sulphur Rock, to Batesville. 

From St. Francis, by Paylor’s Creek and Oak- 
Jand, to Clarendon. 


From St. Francis, by Wittsburg, Walnut || 


Camp, Farm Hill, Bolivar, Goldsboro,’ Newport, 
and Greensboro’, to Gainesville. 

From Searcy, by Augusta and Wittsburg, to 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

From Searcy to Kinderhook. 

From Searcy, by Quitman, to Clinton. 

From Smithville by Powhatan, Childress, Man- 
seeker’s Settlement, Greensboro’, and Bolivar, to 
St. Francis. 

From Smithville, by Canton, to Pilot ETill. 

From Smithville, by Evening Shade and Wild 
Haws, to Mount Olive... : 

From Stony Point, in White county, to Quit- 
man, in Van Buren county. 

From Terre Noir to Stewart’s Store, in Clarke 
county. 

From Van Buren, by Joseph Brant’s, Crawford 
county, and Lee C. Blackmore’s to Fayetteville. 

From Van Buren, by Belmont, The Narrows, 
and Fancy, to Fayetteville. 

From Van Buren, by Natural Dam, Evans- 
ville, Hermansburg, and Boonsboro’, to Fayette- 
ville, 

From Warren, by Moro, Chambersville, Sto- 
ver, and Red Bird, to Princeton. 

From Washington, by Lewis Nana’s and Lam- 
artine, to Magnolia. | 
From Washington, by Albany, to Lamartine. 

From Washington, by Columbus, 
Brownstown, Paraclifta, Rocky Comfort, Mill 
Creek, Texas, and Almond Grove, to Clarks- 
ville. 

From Washington, by Justus Mills, Centre 
Point, Shetucket, and Gap Springs, to Panther. 

From Washington, by Mine Creek and Wilton, 
to Murfreesboro’. 

From Washington to Fulton. 

From Washington, by Spring Hill and Lewis- 
ville, to Walnut Hill. 

From Whittington to Dallas, via Mount Ida 
and Caddo Cove. 

From Wilmington, by Hillsboro’, Spearville, 
and Scottsville, Louisiana, to Homer. 

From Wilmington, by Carysville, to Marion. | 

From Wildhams,by Union, to Bennett’s Bayou, | 
in Fulton county. 

From Yellville, Marion county, eastwardly, by | 
William Jones’s, at Bennett’s river, Fulton coun- 
ty, crossing Big North of White river, to Alvin 
Gordon’s Ferry. 

From Yellville, by Worth, to Forsyth, Mis- | 
souri. 

From Yellville, by Tomahawk, Lebanon, and | 
Wiley Cove, to Clinton, 

From Yellville to Dover, via Borland. 

From Yellville to Bennett’s River, via Jones’s 


Saline, |! 


and Gordon’s Ferry, on Big North Fork of: 
White River. , 


Tennessee.—From Athens to Morgan ©. H., 
via Kingston. - i 

From Athens to Washington. 

From Athens to Hamilton C. H., via Cowan’s 
Ferry. 

From Athens to Mount Vernon, via Hayne’s 
Store. 

From Athens, by Cantrell ’s Cross Roads and 
Coghill, to Columbus. 3 

From Bagdad to Carthage. 

From Baker’s Gap, by Butler, to Dugger’s 
t Ferry. 

From Ball Play to Glenn’s, on Cane Creek. 

From Battle Creek to Lebanon, Alabama, via 
Rice’s Ferry. 

Frov@ Bean’s Station to Mouth of Chucky, via 
Morristown. 

From Bean’s Station, by Noe’s Ferry, to Mor- 
ristown. 

From Benton, by Ocoa, Canasauga, Cohutta 
| Springs, Georgia, Rural Vale, and Fillmore, to 
: Dalton. 

From Blountsville, by Gott’s Cross Roads, 
Campbell’s Rest, James’ Cross Roads, Clear 
Creek, and Laurel Gap, to Bay Mount. 

From Bolivar, by Whiteville, Fayette Corner, 
and Danceyville, to Wesley. 

From Bolivar, by Middleburg, New Castle, 
Somerville, Mosco, Oakland, Hickory Withe, 
Sandy Springs, Ammonia, Colliersville, Morning 
| Sun, Greenbottom, Germantown, and Raleigh, to 
Memphis. 

From Bolivar, by Audubon and Nubbin Ridge, 
to Metamora. 

From Brownsville to Fulton. 

From Brownsville to Covington, via Wesley. 

From Brownsville, by Carolinaand Woodville, 
to Dry Hill. 

From Calhoun, by Pearce and Goodfield, to 
Decatur. 

' From Camden, by Chaseville, Etna, Eagle 
| Creeks Morgan’s Creek, and Cubb Creek, to Per- 
| ryvilie, 

| From Camden, by Paris, Mount Holyoke, 
| Como, Irvine’s Store, Dresden, Old Hickory, 
‘Totten’s, Well’s, and Bulah, to Hickman, Ken- 
tucky. 

Fom Carthage, by Montrose, Granville, Bag- 
dad, Flynn’s Lick, to Gainesboro’. 

From Carthage, by Peyton’s Creek, Pleasant 


Springs, to Clementsville. 

From Campbell’s to Pumpkintown, (Mount 
Pleasant,) via Blair’s Ferry. 

From Campbell’s Station to Louisville. 

From Centreville to Perryville. 

From Centreville, via Beardstown, Macedonia, 
and McCoy’s, to Bull’s Landing. 

From Centreville, by Vernon, Charlotte, Bar- 
ton’s Creek, McAllister’s Cross Roads, Richard- 
i son’s, and Pleasant Mound, to Clarksville. 

i From Charlotte, by Bellsburgh, Ryan’s Store, 
| and Josephine, to Springfield. 

; From Charleston, by Stony Point, to Benton, 

| From Chattanooga, to Charleston, via Harrison 
j and Georgetown. 

! From Chattanooga to Glasgow, Kentucky, via 
| Sparta, Gainesboro’, and Tompkinsville. 

! From Cheap Valley; by New London, to Con- 
» yersville. 

From Clarksville to Hopkinsville, Kentucky. 
From Clarksville to Cadiz, Kentucky. 

| From Clarksville, by Fredonia, Thomasville, 
| Josephine, and Sycamore Mills, to Ridge Post. 

| From Clarksville, by Little Grove, Indian 
| Mound, Cumberland Iron Works, Dover, Stand- 
: ing Rock, Mouth of Sandy, and Eli Grove, to 


ii Paris. 


| From Clarksville, by Dailey’s, Palmyra, Yel- 
i low Creek Furnace, Sailor’s Rest, Danielsville, 
! and White Oak, to Waverley. 


| From Cleveland, by Chataty, Benton, Pelton, || 


| Springtown, Towell Falls, Coker Creek, Turtle 
Town, North Carolina, Laurel Valley, Persim- 
mon Creek, and Notla, to Murphy. 

From Cleveland, by Cohuttah Springs, Geor- 
| gia, andMountaintown, to Ellejay. 
| From Cleveland, by Limestone and Mouth of 
| Hiwassee, to Smith’s Cross Roads. 

From Cleveland, by Benton, to Ducktown Cop- 


i 
if 
| 
| 
| 


i per Mines. 

| From Clinton, by Beaver Ridge and Ball Camp, 
i to Campbell’s Station. 

| From Clinton, by Wallace’s Cross Roads, 


Shade, Witcher’s Cross Roads, and Red Boiling] 


Loy’s Cross Roads, Lost Creek, Big Barren, and 
Head of Barren, to Tazewell. 

From Clinton, by Robertsville, Oliver’s, and 
Crooked Fork, to Morgan C. H. 

From Columbia, via Shelbyville, Huntsville, 
Alabama, and Pulaski, to Columbia. 

From Columbia to Clarksville, via McAllister’s 
Cross Roads and Dixon C. H. 

From Columbia to Waynesboro’. 

From Columbia to Lebanon, via Hart’s Cross 
Roads and Murfreesboro’. 

From Columbia to Jackson, via Perryville and 
Lexington. 

From Columbia to Fayetteville, via Bigbyville, 
Pleasant Grove, Mooresville, and Cornersville. 

From Columbia, by Pleasant Grove, Moores- 
ville, and Berlin, to Lewisburg. 

From Columbia, by Hope Mill, to Williams- 
port. 

From Columbia, by Poplar Ridge, Lynnville, 
Pulaski, Midbridge, Elkton, White Hill, and 
Madison’s Cross Roads, Alabama, to klunts- 
ville. 

From Crossville, by Long View and Coopers- 
ville, to Jamestown. 

From Crossville, by Orme’s Store and Nine 
Mile, to Pikeville. 

From Crossville, by Grassy Cove and Cross 
Keys, to Ten Mile Stand. 

From Danbridge to Bean’s Station, via Iron 
Works of Mossy Creek and Stiffey’s Mill. 

From Danbridge to Marysyille, via Sevierville. 

From Danbridge to Morristown. 

From Decaturville, by Hermitage and Swallow 
Bluff, to Lee’s Blaff. 

From Devaturville to Perryville. 

From Denmark, by Copan, Brownsville, Dur- 
hamville, and Covington, to Randolph. 

From Double Springs, by Equality and Nether- 
land, to Crossville. 

From Dover to Cadiz, Kentucky, via Tobac- 
coport. 

From Dover to Strombold Furnace. 

From Dover to New Concord, Kentucky. 

From Dresden, by Dedham, Mount Prospect, 
and Andalusia, to Yorkville. 

From Dresden, by Palmer’s Store and Elm 
Tree, to Boydsville. 

From Dresden, by Middleburg and Mount Pe- 
lia, to Troy. 

From Dyersburg, by Miller’s Chapel, Chestnut 
Bluff, Lanefield, Cherryville, Cageville, Mason’s 
Grove, and Poplar Corner, to Jackson. 

From Dyersburg, by Miller’s Chapel, Begg’s 
Cotton Gin, Quincy, and Dr. Hick’s, to Mason’s 
Grove. 

From Dyersburg, by Wilkinsville, to Trenton. 

From Dyersburg to Booth’s Point, in Dyer 
| county. i 
From Elizabethtown to Morgantown, North 
| Carolina. , Ns 
i From Elizabethtown to Abingdon, Virginia, 

via Stony Creek and Shady. i 
| From Elizabethtown, by Longmire, to Stock- 
ville, North Carolina. 
| From Elizabethtown, by Greenfield, Blounts- 
ville, and Arcadia, to Kingsport. 

From Elizabethtown, by Peoplesville and 
| Swingeville, to Longmire. 
| From Elizabethtown to Shady. 
| _ From Fayetteville to Harpeth, via New Hope, 
| Farmington, Fishingford, Civil Order, and Gide- 
| onsville. 
| 
| 
| 


From Fayetteville to Upper Elkton, via Dyer’s 
Store, Cold Water, and Hightower’s Store. 

From Fayetteville to Winchester. 

From Fayetteville, by Viney Grove, Cyruston, 
Millville, Bunker Hill, Bradshaw, and Lamartine, 
to Pulaski. 

From Fayetteville, by Camargo, Molino, and 
| Robertson’s Store, to Pleasant Plains. 

From Fayetteville, by Boon’s Hill and Gas 
| Factory, to Cornersville. 

From Fayetteville, by Kinderhook, George’s 
| Store, and Oregon, to Salem. s 
| From Fayetteville, by Cordova, to Branchville. 
| From Fayetteville to Tullahoma. 
| From Franklin, by Hurt’s Cross Roads, to 
| Rally Hill. 
| From Franklin, by West Harpeth, Hill’s Val- 
| ley, Leiper’s Fork, Boston, Lick Creek, Totty’s 
| Bend, Centreville, Beaver Dam Springs, Pleasant- 
Í mie Linden, Beardstown, and Woods, to Perry- 
i vile, 


a ra 


1854, 


From Franklin, by Pinkney and ‘Bethesda, to | . From:-Kingston; by Wrightsville; 


Hurt’s. Cross. Roads. i aan Eua FEN 
From Gainesboro’, by New Columbus, Buck 

Point, Meigsville, Batler’s Landing, and Hamil- 

ton’s Landing, to Delina. ©. ue ake 

From Gainesboro’,-by Whitleysville, Clements- 
ville, Tomkinsville, Kentucky, Mud Lick, and 

Skegg’s Creek, to. Glasgow. ae e 

From Gainesboro’, by New Columbus; Hil- 
ham, Livingston, Nettle Carrier, and- West Fork, 
to Jamestown: : ; : i 

From Gainesboro’, by Rocky Mount, High- 
land, Bagdad, and Pleasant Shade; to Dixon’s 
Springs. oe 

From Gallatin to Springfield, via Cross Plains. 

From Gallatin to Scottaville, Kentucky, via 
Bledsoe’s Creek. ; 

From Gallatin to Elkton, Kentucky, via Cross 
Plains, Kéysburg, and Allensville. 

From Gallatin to Murfreesboro’, via Leba- 
non. : 7 

From Greenville, by Camp Creek, Horse Creek, 
and Broylesville, to’ Rheatown, 

From Greenville, by. ‘Timber Ridge, Little 
Chucky, Warrensburg, Chucky. Bend, Snoddy- 
ville, and Leadvale, to Dandridge. : 

From Greenville, by Limestone Springs, Paint 
Rock, Warmsprings, North Carolina, Lapland, 
and French Broad, to.Ashville. aoe 

From Hardinsville to Tipton C. H., via Mc- 
Nairy C. H. and Hardeman C. H. 

From Hardinsville to Florence, Alabama. 

From Harrison to Cottonport, via Blue Springs. 

From Harrison to. Pikeville, via Hinson’s, 

From Harrison to Chattanooga. 

From Harrison, by Walden’s Ridge, Hinson’s, 
and Stephen’s Chapel, to Fillmore. : 

rom Harrison, by Hinson, to Pikeville. 

From Hermitage, by Swallow Bluff, on the 
Tennessee river, to Savannah. 

From Huntingdon, by McLemoresville, Shady 
Grove, Waterford, Trenton, Gibson’s Wells, 
Quincy, Cageville, Cherryville, and Rusk, to | 
Brownsville. 

From Huntingdon, by Roan’s Creek, Red 
Mound, Lexington, Middle Fork, Jack’s Creek, 
and Anderson’s Store, to Purdy. 

_From Huntingdon, by Hico, Caledonia, Flem- 
ings’s, Christmasville, Pillowville, and Winston, 
to Dresden. 

From Huntingdon, by Terry, South Carroll, 
Spring Creek, Jackson, Medon, Bolivar, Van 
Buren, and Williams’s Store, to La Grange. 

From Jacksboro’, by Huntsville, to James- 
_town, 

From Jacksboro’, by Elk Gap, to Williams- 
burgh. 

From Jacksboro’, by Straight Fork, Buffalo 
Creek, Pouch Creek, and Wild Cat, Kentucky, | 
to Whitley C. H. 

From Jackson, by Mifflin, Jack’s Creek, Mud 
Creek, and Coffee Landing, to Savannah. | 

From Jackson, by Andrew’s Chapel, Denmark, 
Black Oak Grove, Fayette Corner, Champion- 
ville, Pierce, and Somerville, to Moscow. 

From Jackson, by Mount Pinson, Mifflin, and | 
Nero, to Lexington. : 

From Jasper to Nickajack. | 

From Jasper, by Dadsville, Cheeksville, Loo- | 
ney’s Creek, Coop’s Creek, and Mount Airy, to 
Fillmore. : : 

From Jonesboro’ to Ash C. H., North Carolina, 
via Elizabethtown. ; 

From Jonesboro’ to Boat Yard, via Embree’s 
Iron Works. : 

From Jonesboro’ to Ashville, North Carolina, 
via the Walnut Mountains. 

From Jonesboro’ to Newport, via Broyle’s and 
Camp Creek Iron Works. 

From Jonesboro’ to Charlotte, North Car- 
olina. 

From Jonesboro’, Wautauga Bend, Rocky 
Mount, Greenfield, White Top, and Paperville, 
to. Abingdon, Virginia. 

From Jonesboro’, by Cox’s Store, to Long- 
mire. : 

From Jonesboro’, by Buffalo Ridge, to Gott’s 
Cross Road. + 

From Kingsport, by Clover Bottom, James’s 
Cross Roads, and Locust Mount, to Jonesboro’. 

From Kingston, by Barnardsville, Ten Mile 
Stand, Sewee, Decatur, Goodfield, Pine Land, 
Kineannon’s Ferry, Limestone, Long Savannah, 
and Snow Hill, to Harrison. 


Hill; to. Campbell’s Station: : 


Rockville, Hiwassee-Calleze, Madisonville; and 
Mount Vernon, to Tellico Plains. ©. .- 

From Kingston, by..Gray’s Hill and Wood's 

From Kingston, by’Emory Iron Works, Mor- 
gan C: H, and Boiling: Spring, to Jamestown. 

From Kingston, by Welcher’s Mills, to Rob- 
ertsville, © Sean en VE pi L Sa” 
From Kingston, by Tabor and Erie, to Athens. 

From Knoxville; by>Mecklenburg; Flint Gap, 
Tuckahoe, Greenvale, Dandridge, -Oak “Grove, 
Wilsonville, Newport, Parrottsville, and: Cedar 
Creek, to Limestone Springs. Seier ta Ee, 

From Knoxville, by Gap Creek, Trundle’s 
Cross Roads, Boyd’s Creek, Henry’s Cross 
Roads, Cannon’s Store, Sevier C. H., and Fair 
Garden, to Wilsonville. 

From Knoxville to Danville, Kentucky, by the 
most direct and practicable route. : 

From Knoxville, by Marysville, Four Mile 
Branch, and Madisonville, to Athens. 

From Knoxville, by Lyon’s Store, Calloway’s, 
and Gallaher’s, to Kingston. 

From Knoxville, by Low’s Ferry, Unitia, 
Cloyd’s Creek, and Morganstown, to Madison- 
ville, 

From Knoxville, by Church Grove, Wood- 
bourne, Bull Run, Haynes, and Head of Barren, 
to Tazewell. 

From Knoxville, by Marysville and Montvale 
Springs, to Anderson C. H., South Carolina. 

From Knoxville, by Campbell’s Station and 
Lenoir’s, to Loudon. 

From Knoxville, by Wilson’s, Clinton, Ross, 
Jacksboro’, Speedwell, Pleasant, and Old Town, 
to Cumberland Gap, Kentucky. 

From Knoxville, by Academia, Blain’s Cross 
Roads, Spring House, Rutledge, Bean’s Station, 
Rocky Spring, Red Bridge, Marble Hill, Rogers- 
ville, Yellow Store, Lyon’s Store, New Canton, 
Kingsport, and Eden’s Ridge, to Blountsville. 

From Knoxville, by Strawberry Plains, New 
Market, Massy Creek, Panther Springs, Morris- 
town, Russellville, Bay Mount, Gustavus, Green- 
ville, Hendergon’s Mills, Rheatown, Leesburg, 
eee Boon’s Creek, and Hilton, to Blounts- 
ville. on 
From La Fayette, by Red Boiling Springs. 
Clementsville, and Lodi, to Celina. 

rot La Fayette, by Meadorville, to Harts- 
ville. 

From La Fayette, by Brook’s Tan Yard, 
Witcher’s Cross Roads, and North Spring, to 
W hitleyville. 

From La Fayette, by Goose Creek and Alton 
Hill, to Rock House. 

From La Grange, by Moscow, Colliersville, 
Germantown, and High Hill, to Memphis. 

From La Grange, by Wolf River and Mount 
Comfort, to Somerville. 

From Lawrenceburg to Waynesboro’. 

From Lebanon, by Shop Spring, Cherry Val- 
ley, Three Forks, Alexandria, Liberty, Smith- 
ville, Sligo, Cassville, Sparta, Bonair Springs, 
Claysville, Crossville, Belleville, PostOak Springs, 
Kingston, and Hough’s Ferry, to Loudon. 

From Lebanon, by Mount Carmel, Ward’s 
Cross Roads, Cainsville, Milton, and Las Casas, 
to Murfreesboro’. 

From Lebanon, by Spring and Rome, to Car- 
thage. TA 

From Lebanon, by Carthage, Livingston, 
Monroe, Albany, Kentucky, Monticello, and 
Somerset, to Stanford. A 
- From Lexington to Carrollville. 

From Lexington, by Cub Creek Springs, to 
Perryville. i , 

From Lexington, by Lessenberrys, Spain’s, 
South Caroll, Lavinia, Hope Hill, and Blaff 
Springs, to Trenton. os 

From Loudon, by Unitia and Louisville, to 
Marysville. 

From Loudon, by Philadelphia, Sweet Water, 


Facility, Athens, Riceville, Charleston, Cleveland, |! 


Red Clay, Georgia, and Hill, to Dalton. 
From Lynchburg, by Gill’s Store, Flack’s, and 
Petersburg, to Cornersville. . 
From Lynchburg, by Tucker’s, Arnold’s Store, 
Shelton’s Creek, and Hamilton, to New Market, 
Alabama. 


From Lynchburg, by Jacob Awalt’s to Win- || 


chester Springs. — 
From Madisonville to Sweet Water. 


Philadelphia, 


ville, to Winchester, = ==> 
‘From Marshall's Ferry to Hay's F% 
From _ Marysville; by Clover’ Hil 
‘Creek, Unitiay Morgantown, Rockville 
way, to Athens, =~ Ar Sok at 
From -‘Marysville, by ‘Chilhowee! 
Play, “Belltown, ‘Tellico’ Plains, Jalapa, and 
lumbas; to Benton, e pE Ee oo 
From Marysville,by Vanee Walker's; Tuck- 
alechee Gove, 8S pene ao 
From MeMinnville, by Irving College and J I 
tamont, to: Pelham, i T Evne ’ R ed A if 
From Morgantown to Carnesville, Georgia, via 
Russels Ferry, Chota; Tellico ‘Plains, Beaver 
Dams, and Griffins: et EN y 
From Morgantown to Ross’s, on ‘the Tennes- 
see, via Monroe C.H., Mount Pleasant; and 
Calhoun. Bee ¥ Pg noe : 
From Morgan C: 
county. as 
Frém Morristown ‘to Dandridge,’ oe 
From Mount Pleasant to Waynesboro’, ‘via 
Napier and Catron’s Iron Works, Buckner; and: 
Dixon’s Store, ‘ Py EAs eis 
_ From Mount Pleasant, by Newburg, to Pales- 
From Mount Pleasant, b 
Store, and Duck River, to Centreville.’ 
From Mount Vernon, by Lee’s Store, Jalapa, 
and Kimbrough’s, to Springtown. ` ae 
_From Murfreesboro’ to Jasper, Marion ©. H., 
via Henderson’s, Tolever’s Store, Beech Grove; 
Stone Fort, Hillsboro’, Pleasant Plains, “and 
| Caldwell’s Bridge. ite i a a 
From Marfreesboro’to Franklin; via Anthony’s 
Store and Hardeman’s Cross Roads, are 
From Murfreesboro’ to Wilkinson’s Cross 
Roads, via Salem Cross Roads. : 
From Murfreesboro’ to Gallatin, via Lebanon. 
From’ Nashville; by: Me Whirtersville, Green: 
Hill, Silver Springs, and Coles’s: ‘Ferry; to Leb- 
anon, ; chg fusi 
From Nashville, by Good Spring, Fränklin;: 
White House, Spring Hill, Columbia, Ashwood, : 
Mount Pleasant, Henryville, and Palo Alto, to- 
Waynesboro’. = D O RREN TA 
From Nashville, by Good Spring, Franklin, 
White House, Spring Hill, Columbia, Ashwood, 
Mount Pleasant, Cass, Laurenceburg, Green 
Hill, Alabama, Lauderdale Factory, and Flór- 
ence, to Tuscumbia. è eebo as 
| _ From Nashville, by Chestnut Grove, 
Williamsvillé; Waverly, Camden, 
| Ridge, to Huntingdon. 
From Nashville, by Ridge Post, Cooperstown, 
| Turnersville, Port Royal, Clarksville, New Prov- 
| idence, Ringgold, Oak Grove, ‘Kentucky, “and 
| Long View, to Hopkinsville. 9. -4 * TES 
From Nashville, by Mansker’s, Tyreë Springs, 
Mulloy’s, Mitchellsville, Franklin, Kentucky, 
and Woodbourne, to Bowling Green. HORE 
From Nashville, by La Vergne,” Smyrna, 
Cherry Flat, Murfreesboro’, Jordan’s Valley, 
Fosterville, War Trace Depot, Tullahoma, Ali- 
sonia, Stevenson, and Jonesville, to Chattanooga. 
From Nashville, by Anandale, Mayfield, and 
Wilson’s Cross Roads, to Arrington. 09" 0, 
From Nashville, by Stewart’s Ferry, Rural 
Hill, Huddleston’s Cross Roads, Cainsville, and 
Statesville, to Liberty. n : 
From Nashville, by Pleasant Retreat, Hender- 
; sonville, Saundersville, Gallatin, Greenwood, 
| Hanna’s, Rock House, Kentucky, Scottsville, 
Cedar Spring, and Pageville, to Glasgow. . 
From ‘Nashville, by Tank, .South Harpeth, 
Barren, Bon Aqua, and Vernon, to Centreville. 
From Nashville, by Nolensville, Friune, Jor- 
dan’s Store, Eagleville, Versailles, Rovér, Union- 
ville, and McGowansville, to Shelbyville. 
From Nashville, by Springfield and Adairsville; 
: Kentucky, to Russellville, i 
| ¥rom New Canton to James’s Cross Roads. í 
From Newport to Bean’s Station, via Mouth of 
| Nolachucky, McFarland’s, and Maorestown: °° 
From Newport to Rutledge, via mouth of 
Chucky, Mossy Creek, and Austin’s Ferry. i 
From Newport to Greenville, via Parrottsville 
and Wood’s Ferry. nee $ 
From Newport to Sevierville, via McNabb’s, 


rand i 


‘H, to: Hantsville, in Scott 


Ham pshire, Isome 


Eeg. 


Charlotte; 
and Sandy- 


Corley’s Creek, Shoult’s, and Jones’s Coves 
From Orme’s Store to Washington. 


AE: GLOBE. 


August, 


Hickman; (Mills-Point,} K 


en- 
acto: Humphrey: GHn v t 


HR 


:Hilliard’s, and Shelton ’s. i i 
: ; From: Pikeville to Jasper, via.the: east side: of | 
Lequatchee river. 


From Pikeville, by. Smith’s.. Cross Roads, 
Washington, Kelly’s Ferry, and. Decatur,. to 
Athens. : 

From Post Oak Springs, by Eagle Furnace 
and Sulphur Springs, to Washington. - 

From Pulaski, by Fayetteville and Tullahoma, 
to McMinnville. ‘ 

: From Pulaski, by Shoal.Spring, Sugar. Creek, 
and. Lexington,. Alabama, to’ ingram’s. Cross 
Roads, aoe 

From Pulaski, by, Vale Mills, Bodenham,. and 
Lawrenceburg to. West Point. ; 

From Purdy, by Morse Creek; Jonea’s Mills, 
Metamora, Jonesboro’, Mississippi, and Ruckers~ 
ville, to Ripley. =, 2 x 

From Pardy, by Stantonville, Hamburg, Red 
Sulphur Springs, Eastport, Mississippi, Waterloo, 4 
Alabama, Gravelly Spring, Oakland, and Florence, 
to Tuscumbia. Í 

. From Raleigh, by Sulphur Well, Loosahatchie, 
Concordia, Sharon, and Wesley, to. Brownsville: 

From Raleigh, by Rosstown, Portersville, 
Bloomington, Covington, Walnut Post, Ripley, 
Dry Hill, Cottage Hill; and. Double. Bridges, to 
Dyersburg. . 

„From Raleigh, by Big Creek,-to Randolph. 

From -Readyville to. Bradyville, 

From Rogersville, by Anderson’s Cross: Roads, 
War Gap, Kyle’s Ford, and Whitesburg, Vir- 
ginia, to Jonesville: 5 f 

From Rogersville, by Mill Bend, Van Hill, 
Laurel. Gap,, Newmansville, and. Graysburg;.to 
Rheatown, = 

From Rogersville, by Lee Valley, Sneedsville, 
Mulberry Gap, and: Yellow Springs, to Tazewell. 

From Rogersville, by St. Clair to Russellville. 

From Ratledge, by Tampico, Mill Spring, and 
New Market, to Dandridge. 

From SevierC. H., by Walden’s Creek, Wear’s | 
Cove, Tuckaleeche Cove, and. Cade’s Cove, to 
Chilhowee. ` 

From Sevier C. H., by Pigeon Forge, Ocona, 
Lufty, Quallatown, Big Spring, Scott’s Creek, 
East Laporte, and Cat Valley, to Pickens C. H., 
South Carolina, 

From Shelbyville to Rowsville. 

- From Shelbyville, by Richmond, Petersburg, 
and Cane. Creek, to Fayetteville. 

From Shelbyville, by Flat Creek, Lynchburg, 
and Mulberry, to Fayetteville. 

_ From Shelbyville, by Richmond, Belfast, Lew- 
isburg, Cochransville, Cornersville, and: Richland, 
to Pulaski. 

From Shelbyville, by. Rich Valley, Chestnut 

idge, Norris. Creek,. Fayetteville, Goshen, and 
Meridianville, Alabama, to Huntsville: 

From Shelbyville te War Trace. Depot. 

From. Shelbyville, by Pulaski and Lawrence- 
burg; to Waynesborough, 

From Smithville, by Mountain Creek, McMinn- 

- ville, and Rocky River, to Spencer. 
‘ From Smithville, by Mechanicsville, to Wood- 
ury. ` : 

From. Smithsville, crossing Caney Fork at 
mouth of Holmes’s:Creek, to Pekin. 

From Somerville; by Laurel, Beimont, Sharon, 
and Gum Hill, to Covington. 

ow Somerville, by Danceyville, to Browns- 
ville. ae a 

From Somerville, by Whiteville, and Clover- 
port, to Medon. i 


-> From: Sparta; by- Falling Water, White.Plains, 
Oak Hill, Netherland, Livingston, Monroe, 
Olympus, and Hale’s Milis, to Albany,:Ken- 
tacky: p AUER pet bert e age PSST faye 
-From Sparta, -by Newark, Double ‘Springs, 
Byrnes Pekin, Convenient, Carthage; Dixon’s 
Springs, Hartsville, Enon: College, and. Castillian 
Springs, to Gallatin, so ees 

From Sparta, by Spencer, Pikeville, Robertson’s 
Gross. Roads; Old. Madison, Fillmore,“ Walden ’s 
Ridge,.Soddy,.and, Metry. Oaks, to: Chattanooga. 

- From Sparta; by. Cave, Rock Island, McMini- 
vide, Rough and, Ready, Hickory Creek, Hills- 
boro’, and Elk River,.to _Deckerd. 

From: Sparta, by. W hite’s. Salines,. Cumber- 
land Lnstitute,-and Dry Valley, to Walnut Grove: 

From-Sparta, by. Green. Free, Solon, and Bee 
Creek, to Nine Mile. 

From. Springfield. to. Eddyville, Kentucky, yia 
Port Royal, Clarksville;, Paimyra,. and. Steward 
C-H. ` ` 

From Springfield to Haydonsville, Kentucky, 
via.Clark’s Mills ‘and Cross’s Mills. < 

From Sycamore, by Elisha Clark’s-and: Brew- 
er’s, to Sneedville: 

From Tazewell, by Isaac Buchannan’s: and 
Caven Robinson’s, to Jonesville, Virginia. 

From Taylorsville to Mast’s, via Taylorsville, 
North: Carolina,, Roane’s Creek, ‘Tennessee, 
Dougherty’s, Baker’s Gap, and Shady. : 

From. Taylorsville, by Baker’s: Gap,. Caster’s 
Iron. Works, and Sweet Water, North Carolina, 
to Sugar Grove. : 

From Taylorsville, by Laurel Fork and:Sharp’s 
Cross Roads, to Abingdon, Virginia. 

From: Taylorsville, by Shady, Holston, Valley, 
and Paperville, to Sapling Grove, Virginia. 

Erom Tellico Plains, by Coker Creek, Beaver 
Mills, Murphy, North Carolina, Peach. Tree, 


Hiwasse, Shady Grove, Georgia, and Nacooche, 


to Clarksville. . 

From. Tobacco Port, by Hope, Spottswood, 
Wilkinson’s, to Pine Bluff, Kentucky. 

From Three Forks, by Commerce, Clinton 
College, and Gordonaville,.to:Carthage, 

From Trenton, by Yorkville; Chester, Mason 
Hall, Troy, and Fremont, to Hickman, Ken- 
tucky. i 

From-Trenton, by Eaton, Friendship, Chest- 
nut Bluff, Leasville, Woodville, Ripley C. H. , and 
Cane Bottom, to. Fulton, ` j 

From Trenton, by Antioch, Locust Grove, and 
Winston; to Dresden. 

From. Trenton, via. Bluff. Springs, Hope. Hill, 
Lavinia, South Carroll, Spain’s, and: Eessen- 
berry’s, to Lexington. 

From Trenton, by Shiloh and. South. Gibson, to 
Jackson. A 

From Troy, by Red Foot and Silver Top, to 
Compromise, Kentucky. ` 

From Trundle’s Cross Roads, by: Ellejay, to 
Marysville. i 

From. Washington, by Smith’s-Cross Roads and 


i Sail. Creek, to Soddy. 


From: Washington, to Orme’s-Store. 


From Waynesboro’, by Houston, Pleasant |} 


Valley, and Lowryville, to Eagle Mills. 

From Waynesboro’, by Factor’s Fork, West 
Point, Wayland Springs, Florence, Alabama, 
Westmoreland, Cypress Inn, and Victory, to 
Waynesboro’. 

From Waynesboro’, by Sorby, Smith’s Fork, 
Engleside, Savannah, Adamsville, Purdy, Rose 
Creek,.Crainsville, Boliva, Van Buren, and Wil- 
liams’s Store, to La Grange. 

' From Waynesboro’, by Clifton Hermitage, 
Decaturville, Lexington, Juno, and Cotton Grove, 
to Jackson. 

From Waynesboro’, by Whitaker’s Bluff, to 
Linden. 

From Waynesboro’, by Carrollville, to Patrick. 

From Waverly, by Buffalo and McCageville, 
to Linden. 

From Winchester, by Hawkersville and Cum- 
berland, to Pelham. 

From Woodbourne, by Academia, to Straw- 
berry Plains. 

From Woodbourne, by Cedar Ford, Powder 
roe Gap, Red Hill, and Clear Spring, to Thorn 

ill. : 

From Woodbourne, by Racoon Valley, Loy’s 
Cross Roads, and Grantsboro’, to Jacksonboro’, 

From Woodbourne, by Vandegriff’s. and 
Moor e’s Rest, to Clinton. 


i „From: Wood?s, by> Brodie’s ‘Landing, Farm- Í 
ville; Poplar Spring, and Pleasant Exchange, to 
Red Monnd.: setae a ; ` 


-Kentucky.—F rom . Alexandria,. by: Carthage, 
Flag: Spting, Motier; and: Locust: Mills,.to- Au- 
gustacn. 2 Si $ . oe S : 

From. Albany; by. Elliott’s Cross Roads and 
Pall. Maily.'Ferinessee, to. Jamestown. : 

. From Augusta to Brookville... ds 

‘From Aurora,by Hico, Shiloh, Murray, Locust 
Grove, Conyersville, Tennessee; Paris, Albany, 
and-Macedonia, to: Huntingdon. Be arti 

. From Barboursville, by Meadow Creek, to 
Whitley ©. He- ¢ : : 

From Blandvillé:to Cairo, Hinois. 

From Blandville, by Bell Ombre and Hazle- 
wood,:to Caledonia, Mlinois: 

From Booneville, tö Hazle Green. ® 

-From Bowling Green, by- South: Union, Alli- 
son, Russellville, Daysville, Elkton, Fairview, 
Hopkinsville, Belleview, Cadiz, Canton, Golden 
Pond, Aurora, Wadesboro’, Mayfield, Fancy 
Farm, and Milburn, to Columbus. . 

From Bowling: Green, by Warrenton, Swan 
Creek, Wood Berry, Morgantown, and Crom- 
well, to-Hartford. . 

From Brandenburg; by Constantine, Flint Isl- 
and, Cedar Grove, Union: Star, and Stephensport, 
to Cloverport. t 

From Brandenburg;by Meadville and Hudson- 
ville, to Litchfield. ~ : 

From: Bradfordsville; by ‘Mannaville: and: Ca- 
sey ’s Creek, to Neatsville: wae 

rom Carrollton, by Sandifer’s Store, to Camp- 
bellsburg. 

From Carrollton, by Winona, to Bedford. 

From Carrollton, by. Worthvilleand Port Royal, 
to Drennon’s. 

From Catlettsburg, by Round Bottom, Louisa 
C. H:, Paintsville, Prestonburg, Lanesville, and 
Coal-Grove, to Piketon. 

From Campbellsville to. Neatsville, in Dark 
county. 

From Chaplain, by. Snider’s and Duncan, to 
Cornishville. . 

From Compromise to: New- Madrid, Missouri. 

From Cloverport, by Fordsville, Hines’s Mills, 
Pleasant: Grove,. Hartford, North Creek,.Point 
Pleasant, and Livermore, to Worthington. 

.. From Covington, by: Bank Lick, to Independ- 
ence, 

From Cynthiana, by Oddville, to Claysville. 

From Columbia, by Breeding’s, to: Burkesville. 

From Columbia, by Montpelier, Jamestown, 
and. Horse Shoe Bottom, to Monticello. 

From Columbia, by Millersville, Creelsborough, 
and: Seventy-Six, to Albany. 

From Crab Orchard, by Lancaster, to Bryants+ 
ville. 

From Cumberland. Ford, by La Fontaine, 
Letcher; and Harlan C. H., to Jonesville, Vir- 

inia. 

i From Cumberland Ford, by Parton’s Store, to 
Boston, in Whitley county. 

From Danville, by Milledgeville, Hastonville, 
Middleburg, Liberty, and Neatsviile, to. Columbia, 

From Danville, by Mitchelsburg and Haysville, 
to: Lebanon, 

From Danville, by Stanford, Walnut Fiat, 
Crab Orchard, and Mount Vernon, to London. 

From Elizabethtown, by Stevensburg, Gray- 
son’s Springs, Litchfield, Caneyville, Morgan- 
oes Berry’s. Lick, and Rabbitsville, to Russell- 
ville. : 

From Elizabethtown, by Cofer, Hodgensville, 
Oak Hill, Allendale, Summersville, Greensburg, 
and Flaskensville, to Columbia. 

From Elizabethtown, by Big Spring, to Har- 
dinsburg. 

From Elizabethtown to Buena Vista: 

From Elkton, by Trenton, Roscoe, and Pea 
Ridge, Tennessee, to Clarksville: 

From Eddyville, by Birmingham, to Benton. 

From. Falmouth to Foster’s, 

From Falmouth, by Grassy Creek, Fiskburg, 
and Piner’s Cross Roads, to Crittenden. 

From Falmouth, by Havilandsville, Claysville; 
Kentontown, Mount Olivet, Sardis, and Mur- 
pheysville, to Washington. : 

From’ Florence, by Burlington: and Middle 
Creek Mills, to Bullittsville: 

From Forest Retreat, by Carlisle, Weston, and 
Moorefield, to Carter’s Store. — 


1854, $ 


_ Erom: Frankfort, by. Forks:of Elkton, White 
Sulphur, Great:Crossings, Georgetown, Newton, 
and Centreville, to Parig. = 7 nie. ee 
From Frankfort, by Dorsey’s, to Versailles, ’ 
From Frankfort, by Elk Fork, Monterey, 
Owenton, New Liberty, Poplar-Grove, and Glen- 
. coe, to Warsaw: . : ae f 
From Grayson ©. H., by Mount Savage, Bolt’s. 
Fork, and:Falls:of Blaine, to Louisia C. H. 9 
From Grayson:C, H.,.by: Buffalo- Furnace, 
a Furnace, and Raccoon Furnace, to Greenup 
From Grayson C. H., by.Oldtown and Greenup 
°C. H., to Haverhill, Ohio. : ee 
From Grayson C. H., by Bruin, 
and West Liberty, to Hazel Green. 
From Garnettsville to Big Spring. 
From Ghent to. Vevay, Indiana. 


Little Sandy, 


From Glasgow, by Three Forks, Mammoth: 


Cave, Brownsville, Grayson’s Springs, Litchfield, 
and Hudsonville, to Hardinsburg. : 

From Glasgow, by Merry Oaks, Eneleside, and: 

` Smith’s Grove, to. Bowling Green.. : 

From Glasgow, by. Roseville, Frederick, and: 
Enon, to Lafayette, Tennessee. ‘ 

From Glasgow, by Rockland Mills, Grady.ville, 
East Fork, and Sugar Plant, to Columbia. 

From Glasgow, by Rocky Hill, Peter’s Creek, 
Dry Fork, Sulphur. Lick, and. Tompkingville,. to 
Centre Point, r 

From Glasgow, by: Randolph, Edmonton, Mar- 
row Bone, and. Burksville, to Albany. 

From Georgetown, by Oxford, Leesburg, and 
Broadwell, to Cynthiana. 

From Georgetown, by Griffey’s-Oflice, Beatley’s 
Mills, Lee’s. Mills,.Bassett’s: Store, and Stamper- 
town, to Owenton, i : 

From Grayson.to‘ Paintsville. ; 

From Greenville, by: Rochester, to Morgan- 
town. 

From Greenville, by South: Carrollton, Hart- 
fdtd, Brigg’s Mills, and Planter’s, Hall, to Har- 
dinsburg. f 

From Greenville, by Pond River Mills, Ell- 
wood, Madisonville, Nebo, Providence, Ashland, 
Bordley, and Longwood, to: Morganfield. 

From Greensburg, by Laurel Grove, Catalpa 
Grove, and Glen. Brook, to Mumfordsyille. 

From Harlan C. H., by Poor Fork, to Brash- 
ersville. 

From Hardinsville, by Rough and Ready, Law- 
renceburg, Salvisa, McAfee, and ELarrodsburg, to 
Danville. 

From Hardinsville, by Southville and Harrison- 
ville, to Mount Eden. 

, From Hardinsburg, by Stevensport, to: Rome, 
Indiana, i 

From Hartford, by Buckhorn and. Buford’s, to 
Owensboro’. 

From Harrodsburg, by Perryville, Texas, 
Springfield, and Frederickstown, to Bardstown. 

From. Harrodsburg, by. Cornishville, Mack- 
ville, Willisburg, Beechland, and Springfield, to 
Lebanon. 

From Hawesville to Cannellton. 

From Hazle Green, by Estell’s Steam-Furnace, 
to Irvine. 

From Hazle.Green, by Frozen Creek, Jackson, 
and Lost Creek, to. Perry C. H. 

- From Hickman, by Moscow and-Ralphton, to 
Feliciana, ‘ 

From Hopkinsville, by. Wooldridge’s. Store, 
Williams’s, Underwood, Madisonville, Mulberry. 
Grove, Carlo, and Cairo, to Henderson. 

From Hopkinsville, by Atkinson, Little Prai- 
rie, and Earle’s, to Rumsey. 

From Hopkinsville, by Bainbridge, Pollard’s | 
Tan Yard, Princeton, Eddyville, Ross’s Ferry, 
and Smithland, to. Paducah. ? 

From Hopkinsville, by Church Hill, Genoa, | 
Garretsburg, Newstead, Lindsay’s Mills, Roar- 
ing Spring, Lafayette, and Lineport, Tennessee, || 
to Pine Bluff, Kentucky. i 

From Hopkinsville, by Pembroke, Trenton, | 
Hadensville, Sadlersville, Tennessee, Keysburg, | 
Kentucky, and Barren Plain, to Springfield. 

From Irvine, by Proctor, South Fork, Boone- 
ville, and Sexton’s Mills, to Manchester. | 

From Jamestown to Rowena. 

From Jericho, by Sligo, to Bedford. 

From Kingston, by Menclos, to Mount Ver- I 
non. : 

From Lancaster, by Paint Lick.and Kirksville, į| 


to Richmond. l 


From Liberty to Monticello. 

From Line to New Madrid, Missouri. 

From London, by McHargue’s Mills, Lynn 
Camp, Barboursville, Flat Lick, Cumberland 
Ford, Yellow Creek, Cumberland Gap, Tennes- 
see, Tazewell, Sycamore, Thorn: Hill, Bean’s 
Station, and Marshall’s. Ferry, to Russellville. 

From London, by Bush’s Store, to Manches- 
ter. 

From London, by Pond Creek and Grey, Hawk, 
to Booneville, 

From London, by Woodbine and Rockholds, 
to-Whitley.C. H. 

From Louisa C. H., by Grape Vine, John’s 
Creek,:-Tug, Big. Creek, Forks of .Sandy,. and 
Warfield, to. Lonville. 

From_Louisa, in Lawrence county, by. Ban- 
trem’s Store, Falls of: Tug River, Warfield. Coal 
Mining Company, George. Clark’s, Mouth. of 
Pigeon Creek, Virginia,.to Lonville, Kentucky. 

From: Louisville, by. Williamson, Clove’s De- 
pot, La: Grange, Smithfield, Eminence, Midview, 
Pleasureville, Cropper’s Depot, Christiansburg, 
Consolation, Frankfort, Midway, and Payne’s 
Depot, to. Lexington. : 

. From. Louisville, by. Madison, Indiana, Gar- 
rollton, Kentucky, Vevay, Indiana, Ghent, Ken- 
tucky, Warsaw, Patriot, Indiana, Hamilton, 
Kentucky, Rising Sun, Indiana,. Aurora, Peters- 
burg, Kentucky, Lawrenceburg, Indiana, and 
Elijah’s Creek, Kentucky, to Cincinnati, Ohio. 

From Louisville, by Lacona, Salina, West 
Point, Red Hill, Elizabethtown, Nolan, Leesville, 
Mumfordsville, Woodsonville, Woodland, Prew- 
ett’s Knob, Three Forks, and Dripping Springs, 
to Bowling Green. 

From Louisville, by Fern Creek, Hays’ Spring, 
Mount Washington, High Grove, Bardstown, 
Poplar Neck, New Haven, Oak. Hill, Magnolia, 
Green River, Clear Point, and Bear Wallow,.to 
Glasgow. 

From‘Louisville, by St. Matthews, Middletown, 
Long. Run, Simpsonville, Shelbyville, Clay. Vil- 
lage, Hardinsville, and Bridgeport, to Frankfort. 

From. Louisville, by Jeffersontown, Fishers- 
ville, Wilsonville, Taylorsville, and Bloomfield, 
to Chaplin. 

From Marion, by Camp Creek, Bell’s Mines, 
and: Cypress, to Morganfield. 

From. Marion, by Walker’s and Cave-in-Rock, 


| Illinois, to Equality. 


From Maysville, by. Slack, Germantown, 
Brookville, Powersville,. and; Pleasant Ridge, to 
Falmouth. 

From Maysville, by Washington, Oak Woods, 
Blue Lick Springs, and Forest Retreat, to Miilers- 
burg. i 

From Maysville, by Orangeburg, Poplar Fiat, 
Clarksburg, Vanceburg, Kinniconick, Rock Creek, 
Tygert’s Creek, Truitsville, Springville, Greenup 
C. H., Amanda, and Pollard’s Mills, to Catletts- 
burg. i 
From Middleton, by Eakin Road, to Shelbyville. 

From Mount Sterling, by Aaron’s Run, Mount 
Ida, and North Middietown, to Paris. 

From Mount Sterling, by Levee, Kiddville, 
and Red River lron Works, beg Usb 

From Mount Sterling, by Howard’s Mills, 


$ 


Peeled Oak, Olympian Springs, Highland, Gill’s 


i| Mills, and Cassity’s Mills, to West Liberty. 


Nob, Laurel For! 
l ohnson’s. Fork; and 


Haven, 
From Ne 
Ohio; 
From 


From. Owingsyille, by.. Marshall, Farmer’s; 
Triplett, Knapp’s, Upper Tygert, Olive. Hill, 
Grayson, Star Furnace, and Cannonsburg;, to. 
Catlettsburg. i ETE 
From Paducah, by Exchange, Symsonia,.and 
| Benton, to Aurora. ; face 
From Paducah, by Melvin’s, Massock, Love- 
laceville, Blandville, Milburn, Clinton, and Mose 
cow, to Hickman. : 4 
From: Paducah, by Lovelaceville, Blandville, 
|} Elm, Melvin, Wilson’s:Creek, Mayfield, Cle 
River, Farmington, and Leander, to..Bo 
| Tennessee. > : eee : 
From Paris to Winchester, by. Stony: Point 
From Perry C. H., by Begley’s,. to: Manche 
ter. j AN NE 
, From. Perry..C. H.,by Brashersville,to Wh 
urg.. Sh ed 
From: Petersburg. to Cincinnati, Ohio,, via Bal- 
littsvilleawnd Constance. , A elie Me 
From Piketon, by Mouth of Card,.to Richlands: 
From: Piketon,. by. Lonville, to- Logan C-H., 
Virginia. : : bags 
From Piketon, by Robinson’s Creek, Demac- 
racy, Whitesburg, Pounds, Virginia, Big Glades, 


tes, 


ji and Guest Station, to Osborne’s Ford. 


From. Poplar Plains, by:Plummer’s Mills, 
White Oak. Hils: Triplett, Christy's, Fork,-and, 
Little Sandy, to West Liberty... o 0 y, 
Pram: Poplar Flatyby. Martin’s-Fork, to.Con- 
cord. : ; ie 

From. Princeton, by Montezuma,:Shady Grove, 
and. Farmersville, to: Providence, . +. Acad On 

From Princeton, by Chalk, Level and ` Mcz 
| Garie’s, to Madisonville,- f ; 

From Princeton, by Long Pond and Wallonia; 
to Cadiz.- seg Boye! 

From Princeton, by Walnut.Grove,: Fredonia; : 
; Marion, Crittenden Springs, and Salem,.to Smith-. 
land. A 

From. Pleasureville, by. Franklington, Lock- 
port, and Gratz, to Owenton.; | 


From: Prestonburg, by Boone Valley, to, Perry 


.H. 

From Red River Iron Works-tò Stanton. 

From Richmond, by. Elliston, to Irvine. : 

From. Richmond, by- Breckville..and Walnut 
Valley, to Kidwell. : f 

From Russellville, by Quality. Valley, Roches- 
ter, Brown’s Groves Tippecanoe; and Beaver Damy, 
to Hartford. : 

From Russellville, by Buena Vista Springs and, 
Gordonville, to. Elkten. eis a 

From Russellville, by Henrysville and Lauret 
Bluf, to Greenville. 7 Pe 

From Russellville, by Hague, Franklin, Hick- 
ory. Flat, New Roe, Scottsville, and: Hilton, ‘to 
Tompkinsville. ek : 

From Russellville, by Volney, Allensville, and 
Hadensville, to Clarksville, Tennessee; 


‘From. Somerset, by. Dabney, and. Woodstock, 
to Crab Orchard. : ; 4 


2304 : 


“August. 


kad 
` From Somerset, by Smith’s Ferry and Craig’s: 
Ferry, to Rockhold’s. 

From Somerset, by Waterloo, Harrison; Min- 
tonsville, Miltonville, to Poplar Hill. 

From Somerset, by Stone’s, Brawner, Kelley’s 
Store, and Dibbert’s Store, to Williamsburg. 

From: Somerset, by Grundy, Dallas, Line 
Creek, and Rose Hill, to London. 

From, Scottsville, by Allen’s Springs, to Bow- 
ling Green. ; . 

-From Salem, by Berry’s Ferry, to Golconda, 
Hlinois. ; i 

- From Shelbyville, by Southville and Jesse’s 
Store, to Mount Eden. 

From Shelbyville, by Eminence and New Cas- 
tle, to Drennon’s, i 

From Stanford, by Waynesburg, Adam’s Mills, 
Somerset, Clio, Mill Springs, Steubenville, Mon- 
ticello, Newberry, and Alpha, to Albany. 

From Star Farnace, via Amanda, Bellefonte, 
Ohio, and Buena Viste, to Ironton. 

_ From Star Furnace, by Mount Savage Furnace, 
to Grayson. 

From Tompkinsville, by Lodi, Tennessee, 
Bennett’s Ferry, and Hamilton’s Landing, to 
Livingston. 

From Warsaw, by Napoleon and Downings- 
ville, to Williamstown. i 

From West Point, by Garnettsville, Rock 
Haven, Brandenburg, Webster, Clifton Mills, 
Hardinsburg, Cloverport, Hawesville, Yelving- 
ton, Owensboro’, Hebbardsville, Henderson, 
Smith’s Mills, Morganfield, and Raleigh, to 
Shawneetown, Hlinois. 

From West Liberty, by Bloomington and Lick- 
ing Station, to Paintsville. 

From West Liberty, by Little Sandy and 
Blaine, to Louisa C. H. 

From Williamstown, by Cordova, Raven 
Creek, Rutland, and Connersville, to Leesburg. 

-From Williamstown to Callensville. 

‘From Winchester, by Ruckersville and Duna- 
way’s, to Goude’s Precinct. 


Ohio.—From Akron, by Copley and Sharon 
Centre, to Medina. 

From Akron to Middlebury. 

From Akron, by Montrose, Coddingville, 
Granger, Weymouth, Brunswick, and Liverpool, 
to Grafton. 

From Amesville, by Pleasant Valley, Elliott’s 
X Roads, Woody’s Mill, Rosseau, Hickerson’s 
X Roads, and Malta, to McConnellsville. 

From Antwerp, by Hicksville, Newville, Indi- 
ana, Norristown, and Buckhill, to De Kalb, 
Indiana. 

From Ashland, by Savannah and Ruggles, to 
New London. 

From Ashland, by Perote, Nova, North Ro- 
chester, Brighton, and North Camden, to Hen- 
rietta, 

From Ashland, by Oliversburg, Rives, Shanan- 
doah, and Richland, to Plymouth. 

From Ashland, by Nankin, Polk, Sullivan, 
Huntington, Wellington, and Pittsfield, to Ober- 


lin, 

From Ashland, by Hayesville, Mohican, and 
McKay’s, to Loudonville. — 

From Ashtabula, by East Plymouth, North 
Sheffield, Kellogsville, Monroe Centre, Clark’s 
Corners, and Cherry Hill, to Elk Creek, Penn- 
sylvania. 

From Ashtabula Harbor, by Plymouth, Jeffer- 
son, and Denmark, to Richmond. 

From Athens, by Shade and Burlingham, to 
Chester. 

From Athens, by Lowry, Star, New Plymouth, 
Swan, and Rock House, to Adelphi. 

From Athens, by Cavalry, Log Cabin, Rin- 
gold, and Malta, to McConnellsville. 

From Athens, by Canaansville, Guysville, Fed- 
eralton, Coolville, Hockingport, Little Hockhock- 
ing, Centre Belpre, Belpre, Constitution, and Har- 
mar, to Marietta. 

A Trom Austin, by Good Hope, to Washington 

From Bainbridge, by Mount Latham, to Wa- 
verly. . 

From Bainbridge, by Greenfield, New Martins- 
burg, South Plymouth, and West Lancaster, to 

< Jamestown. 

From Bainbridge, by Cynthiana, Sinking 
Spring, Locust Grove, Dunbarton, and Dunkins- 
ville, to West Union. 2 


| Lake, North Springfield, and Middleburg, to 
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From Barlow’s, by Veto, to Centre Belpre. 

From. Bank Mills, in Brown county, to West- 
borough, in Clinton county. 

From Barnesville, by Temperanceville, Atlas, 
Calais, and Miltonsburg, to W oodsfield. 

From Barnesville, by Leatherwood, Batesville, 
Calais, Summerfield, Enoch, Olive, Sharon, i 
Keith’s, Moscow Mills, and Meigsville, to Mc- 
Connellsville. ~ 

From Bartlett, by Decaturville, to Centre Bel- 


re. 
ẹ From Barlow, by North Belpre, Decaturville, 
and Baker’s Settlement, to Coolville. 

From Beaver, Pennsylvania, by Black Hawk, 
Saint Clair, Clarkson, Ohio, and Elkton, to New || 
Lisbon. | 

From Bedford, by Solon, Aurora, Mantua, 
Center, Hiram, and Rapids, to Parkman. 

From Bellefontaine, by Lewistown, Muchi- 
nippe, St: John’s, and Wapahkonetta, to St. 
Mary’s. | 

From Bethel, by Nicholsville and Laurel, to || 
Point Pleasant. 

From Bloomington to Cross Roads, on the 
Wilmington and Zanesville Railroad. 

From Bolivar, by Sandyville, Magnolia, 
Waynesburg, Malvern, Oneida, Mills, Perkin, 
Minerva, Bayard, East Rochester, and Green 
Hill, to Hanoverton. 

From Brunswick, by Hinckley, Richfield, Pen- 
insula, Boston, and Brandywine Mills, to Hud- 
son. 

From Bryan, by Pulaski, Montpelier, Durbin’s’ 
Corners, Spring Lake, North West, Camden, 
Michigan, Edinburgh, Reading, and Cambria, to 
Hillsdale. 


From Bryan, by William’s Centre, Farmer’s, | 


Arrowsmith’s, and Cicero, to Hicksville. 

From Bryan, by Pioneer, Bridgewater, Drake’s, 
Camden Mills, and Stoddart’s, to Hillsdale, 
Michigan. 

From Bryan, by Shaffer’s, West Buffalo, 
Luke’s, and Spring Lake, to Nettie Lake. 

From Bucyrus, by Wyandotte, Little San- 
dusky, Upper Sandusky, and Crawford, to Carcy. 

From Bucyrus, by Broken Sword, Poplar, and 
Melmore, to Tiffin. 

From Bucyrus, by Oceola, Seal, Belle Vernon, 
McCutchenville, Berwick, Stoner, Risdon, West || 
Mill Grove, Montgomery Cross Roads, New |; 
Rochester, and Scotch Ridge, to Perrysburg. 

From Bucyrus, by Camp Run, Liberty Corner, 
and Tiro, to New Haven. l 

From Bucyrus, by Oceola, Upper Sandusky, | 


From Canton, by Barryville, Marlboro’, Ma- 
honing, Deerfield, Frederick, Milton, Duck Creek, 
Hanna’s Mills, North Jackson, and Eden, to 
Warren. i 
From Canton, by Lewisville, Barryville, Mount 
Union, Damascusville, Salem, Washingtonville, 
Columbiana, East Fairfield, and Palestine, to Dar- 
ington, Pennsylvania. .- : : 
' From Chagrin Falls, by Russell, Ford, Bur- 
ton, Middlefield, Messopotamia, North Bloom- 
field, Greenburg, and Gustavus, to Kinsman’s. 
From Chardon, by Hampden, East Claridon, 


| Middlefield, - Bundysburg, and Farmington,. to 
| Parkman. 


From Chardon, by South Kirtland and Pleasant 
Valley, to Euclid. f 

From Canton, by Middle Branch, New Balti- 
more, Cairo, Hartville, Randolph, Rootstown, 
Ravenna, Shalersville, Auburn, Newbury, North 
Newbury, and Munson, to Chardon. 

From Chesterville, by Pulaskieville, Mount 
Goliad, Marits, Underwood’s, to Marion. 

From Chesterville, by Fredericktown, Lever- 
ing, and Woodview, to Shauck’s. 

From Chester, by Bashan and Graham’s Sta- 
tion, to Great Bend, return by Sterling Bottom. 

From Chillicothe, by Yellow Bird and Clarks- 
burg, to New Holland. 

From Chillicothe, by Gillespieville, Ratcliffs- 
burgh, Allensville, McArthur’s, Prattsville, Bo- 
len’s Mills, Lee, Hebbardsville, Athens, Ames- 


| ville, Sharp’s Forks, Bartlett, Wesley, Barlow, 


! and Harmar, to Marietta. 

From Chillicothe, by Richmondale, Jackson, 
! Rocky Hill, Thurman, Rio Grande, Rodney, and 
| Gallipolis, to Point Pleasant, Virginia. 

From Chillicothe, by Flallsville, Adelphi, South 
: Ferry, and Gibersonville, to Logan. 

From Cincinnati, by Cumminsville, Brown’s 
Grove, Bevis’ Tavern, Dunlap, Ross, Millville, 
| Stillwell’s, Oxford, College Corners, Cottage 

Grove, Indiana, Liberty, Brownsville, and Spring. 
ersville, to Connersville, Indiana. 

From Cincinnati, by the River and Huggins- 
port, to Georgetown. 

From Cincinnati, by New Richmond, Point 
Pleasant, Moscow, Foster, Neville, Chilo, Rural, 
Augusta, Kentucky, Higginsport, Ohio, Dover, 
Say and Ripley, Ohio, to Maysville, Ken- 
tucky. 

Tom Cincinnati, by Hamilton, Rossville, 
Seven Mile, Collinsville, Somerville, Camden, 
Baton, Campbellstown, and Richmond, to New 

astle. 


Big Turtle, and Whartonsburg, to Eagle. 

From Bucyrus, by Sulphur Springs, New |} 
Washington, Wellersville, Tiro, De Kalb, Lib- || 
erty Corners, and Camp Run, to Bucyrus. i 

From Cadiz, by Archer, New Rumley, Kil- || 
gore, Hickory, and Algonquin, to Carrollton. i 

Trom Cannonsburg to Johnstown. 

From Carlisle, by, Black Creek, Marco, Buck 
Creek, and Newberry, to Scotland. 

From Cambridge, by North Salem, Kimbol- 
ton, Bird’s Run, Linton Mills, and Plainfield, to | 
Coshocton. = 

From Cambridge, by Claysville, Cumberland, 
Wharton, Wood Grove, Hiramsburg, Hoskins- 
ville, Sharon, Anderson’s Store, Bristol, and 
Meig’s Creek, to McConnelisville. 

From Canaansville to North Union. 

From Carrollton to Bayard. | 

From Carrollton, by Algonquin, Palermo, New 
Hagerstown, Heller’s Cross Roads, Tappan, 
Deersville, Tippecanoe, West Chester, Milners- 
ville, and New Salem, to Cambridge. 

From Canal Winchester, by Groveport, to 
Lockbourne. | 

From Carrollton, by Cabello, Augusta, Green 
Hill, New Alexander, and North Georgetown, to | 
Salem. 

From Canton, by Pallow, Navarre, Frease’s 
Store, to Winesburg. | 

From Carrollton, by Kossuth, Morges, Mag- 
nolia, to Zoar, and return by Summerman’s, | 
Scott’s Mills, and Kossuth, to Carrollton. 

From Canton, by North Industry, Sparta, San- 


phia. 
From Canton, by New Berlin, Greentown, 


Akron. . i 
From Canton, by North Industry and Pierce, || 
to Sandyville. j 


From Cincinnati, by Fulton, Columbia, New- 


! town, Mount Carmel, Olive Branch, Batavia, Cals, 


ifornia, Williamsburg, Clovér, Bethel, Hamers- 


| ville, Georgetown, Russellville, Decatur, and 


Eckmansville, to West Union. 
From Cincinnati, by Milford, Miamisville, 
Branch Hill, Loveland, Deerfield Village, Leb- 


| anon, Morrow, Fort Ancient, Oregon, Waynes- 


ville, Spring Valley, Xenia, and Yellow Springs, 
to Springfield. 

From Cincinnati, by Walnut Hills, Pleasant 
Ridge, Montgomery, Fwenty Mile Stand, and 
| Hopkinsville, to Morrow. 

From Cincinnati, by Mount Washington, Wit- 
hamsville, Amelia, Bantam, Bethel, Point Isabel, 
and Mount Clive, to Felicity. 
| From Cincinnati, by Cumminsville, Carthage, 
: Springdale, Fosdick, Winton, Hamilton, Tren- 
; ton, Middletown, Poast. Town, Carlisle Station, 
! Germantown, Miamisburg, Bear Creek, and 
| Alexandersville, to Dayton. 


| From Cincinnati, by College Hill, Hygeia, 


| Mount Healthy, Pleasant Run, and Symmes’ 
| Corner, to Hamilton. 

| From Circleville, by Seistsville and Talton, to 
l Adelphi. 

| From Circleville, by Kingston, Camp Char- 


l| lotte, Tarlton, Oakland, and Clear Creek, to 


| Amanda. 
From Circleville, by Darby ville and Five Points, 
; to Mount Sterling. 

From Circleville to Lithopolis. 


Tariff, Saint Charles, Riley, to Oxford. 

From Cleveland, by Royalton, Hinckley,Gran- 
ger, Coddingville, and Sharon, to Wadsworth. 

From Cleveland, by Independence, Bricksville, 
Rickfield, and Bath, to Copley. 

From Cleveland to Buffalo, New York. 

From Cleveland to Port Stanley. 


1 f From Cleves, by Oury’s, Dry Fork, Preston, 
dyville, Zoar, and Canal Dover, to New Philadel- ti 
H 
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From Cleveland, by Olmstead, Elyria, 
Brownhelm, Vermillion, and Huron, to 
dusky. 

From Cleveland, by Ohio City, East Rock 
Rockport, Dover, North Ridgeville, Elyria, Am- 
herst, Henrietta, Birmingham, Florence, Berlin- 
ville, Milan, Norwalk, Monroeville, Four Cor- 
ners, Lyme, Bellevue, Clyde, Fremont, Black 
Swamp, Woodville, Stony Ridge, Perrysburg, 
and Maumee City, to Toledo. 

From Cleveland, by Warrensville, Barry, 
Chagrin Falls, Bissell’s, Bridge Creek, Auburn, 
Welshfield, Parma, Nelson, Garrettsville, Wind- 
ham, Braceville, Willow Dale, to Warren. 

From Cleveland, by Euclid, Mayfield, Ches- 
ter X Roads, Fowler’s Mills, Munson, Claridon, 
Huntsburg, Windsor, Orwell, Pheps, Linden- 
ville, Williamsfield, South Shenango, Pennsyl- 
vania, Hart’s X Roads, to Meadville, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

From Cleveland, by Newburgh, Bedford, Mace- 
donia Depot, Twinsburgh, Hudson, Earlville, 
Franklin Mills, Ravenna, Rootstown, Atwater, 
Limaville, Marlboro’, Alliance, Mount Union, 
Sandy, Bayard, Hanoverton, Ingraham, Sum- 
mitville, Salinesville, Hammondsville, and Mouth 
of Yellaw Creek, to Wellsville. ; 


Plato, 
San- 


port, 


From Clinton; by Chippewa, 
and Old Hickory, to Canaan. 

From Columbus, by Groveport, 
and Green Castle, to Larcaster. 

From Columbus, by Worthington, Lewis Cen- 
tre, Constantia, Alum Creek, Delaware, Leon- 
ardsburg, Ashley, Westfield, Cardington, Mount 
Gilead, iberia, Galion, Livingston, Shelby, 
Greenwich Station, Greenwich, New London, 
Rochester Depot, North Rochester, Wellington, 
La Grange, Grafton, Rawsonville, Copopa, Co- 
lumbia Station, Olmstead, Berea, and Rockport, 
to Cleveland. 

From Columbus, by Park’s Mills, Blendon, 
Central College, Maxwell, Galena, Sunbury, 
Centreburg, and Mount Liberty, to Mount Ver- 
non. 

From Columbus, by Hiliard’s, Darby Creek, 
Unionville Centre, Milford Centre, Woodstock, 
and Brinton, to Urbana. 

From Columbus, by Gohanna, Hope, Johns- 
town, Utica, and Martinsburg, to Bladensburg. 

From Columbus, by Clintonville, Worthing- 
ton, Williamsville, Stratford, Delaware, Norton, 
Waldo, Marion, Grand Prairie, Little Sandusky, 
Upper Sandusky, Synochtee, McCutchinville, 
Tiffin, and Fort Seneca, to Fremont. 

From Columbus, by Shadeville, South Broom- 
field, Circleville, Chillicothe, Waller, Waverly, 
Piketon, and Lucasville, to Portsmouth. 

From Columbus, by West Jefferson, London, 
South Charleston, Selma, and Cedarville, to 
Xenia. 

From Columbus, by Harrisburg, Palestine, 
Mount Sterling, and Bloomingburg, to Washing- 
ton C. H. 

From Columbus, by Grove City, Georgeville, 
Harrisburg, Palestine, Mount Sterling, Duff's 
Fork, Pancoastburgh, and Bloomingburg, to 
Washington C. H. 

From Crestline, by Bucyrus, Upper Sandusky, 
Forrest, Dunkirk, Johnstown, and Lima, to Del- 

hos. 

3 From Constitution, by Belpre, Decaturville, to 
Federalton, 

From Corwin, b 

From Coolville, 
ander, to Albany. 

From Cumberland, by Freeland’s Chandlers- 
ville, and Richardsville, to Zanesville. 


New Prospect, 


Lithopolis, 


Clayton, to Union. 
y Carthage, Lodi, and Alex- 


From Cumberland, by Nobleville, Sarahsville, i 


and Whigville, to Summerfield. 


From Coshocton, by Munnsville, Chili, New! 


Bedford, Buena Vista, Shanesville, and Dunee, to} 
Deardoff’s Mills. 
From Coshocton, by Roscoe, Warsaw, Wal-| 
honding, Millwood, and Monroe’s Mills, to Mount 
Vernon. 
From Coshocton, by Canal, Lewisville, and; 
Bakersville, to Canal Dover. 


145 


|| popa, to Strongvi 


| Selma, Smithfield, Muncietown, Yorktown, Ches- 


From Coshecton, by Rural Vale and Mohawk 
Valley, to New Castle. 
From Coolville, by Lottridge, Hulls, Garden, 
Shade, and Pleasanton, to Lee. 
„From Dayton, by Dodson, Gordon, Green- 
ville, Mount Heron, Hill Grove, Union City, Indi- 
ana, Harrisville, Winchester, Parker, Farmland, 


terfield, Anderson, 
Creek, Alfont, 
Indianapolis. 

From Dayton, by Henby and Bellbrook, to |! 
Spring Valley. 

From Dayton, by West Charleston, Chambers- || 
Puree Vandalia, Hyattsville, Troy, and Piqua, to 

i ney, 

From Dayton, 
Piqua. 

From Dayton, by Little York, Union, West 
Milton, and Pleasant Hill, to Covington. 

From Deaverton, by Portersville and Chapel 
Hill, to Trimble. 

From Deerfield Village, by Hopkinsville, Dal- 
lasburgh, Brown’s Stone, Goshen, Belfast, and 
Owensville, to Batavia. 

From Darlington, by Enon Valley, Peters- 
burg, New Middleton, Poland, Boardman, Can- 
field, Ellsworth, Frederick, Palmyra, Edinburg, 
and Campellsport to Ravenna. 

From Deersville, by Stillwater and Rush, to 
Gnadenhutten. 

From Defiance, by Washington Centre, Farm- 
er, Milford Centre, to Newville, Indiana. 

From Defiance, by Brunersburg, Snooksville, 
Cranesville, and Hicksville, to Panama. 

From Defiance, by Ayersville, New Bavaria, 
Ridgeland, Medary, Sugar Ridge, and Macomb, 
to Finley. 

From Delaware, by Patterson, Richwood, 
Wilkins, York, and Raymond’s, to East Liberty. 

From Delaware, by Kilbourne, Nimmon’s 
Cross Roads, and Bloomfield, to Mount Liberty. 

From Delaware, by Radnor, to Prospect. 

From Delphos, by Fort Jennings, to Kalida. 

From Dinsmore, by Fryburgh, to St. John. 

From Dover, by Coe Ridge, Olmstead, and Co- 

le. 


Pendleton, Woodbury, Fall 
Germantown, and Lawrence, to 


by Hyattsville and Troy, to 


From Defiance, by Brunersburg and Evansport, 
to Bryan. 

From Dover, by North Dover, Avon, and Shef- 
field, to Black River. 

From Dresden, by Wakatomica, West Carlisle, 
New Guilford, and New Castle, to Walhonding. 

From Dunganon to Hanoverton. 

From Eagle, Hancock county, to Lima. 

From Eagle, by Arlington, Clement, Finley, 
Van Buren, Woodbury, Portage, Bowling Green, 
and Lovett’s Grove, to Perrysburg, 

From Eaton, b 

From East We 
| honing. 

From Ellsworth, by Berlin Centre, North Ben- 


|| ton, Deerfield, Atwater, Randolph, Suffield, and |! 


| Mogadore, to Middlebury. 


ton, Litchfield, Chatham, Lodi, Burbank, and 
Golden Corners, to Wooster. 

From Elyria, by Carlisle, to Oberlin. 

From Elyria, by Plato, to Black River. 

From Elyria, by Laporte, Grafton Station, 
Grafton, Litchfield, Chatham Centre, Lodi, Bur- | 
| bank, and Golden Corners, to Wooster. 

From Erie, Pennsylvania, by West Mill Creek, | 
Swan Centre, Fairview, Girard, Springfield Cross 


| 


boy, Kingsville, Ashtabula, Saybrook, Geneva, 
Unionville, Madison, Perry, Painesville, Mentor, 
Willoughby, Wickliffe, to Cleveland. 

From Euclid, by Collamer and East Cleveland, 
to Cleveland. 


{ 


Tuscarawas, 


Beaver Dam, and Blue Lick, to Lima. 
From Finley, by Oak Ridge, Gilboa, and Buck- 
eye, to Kalida. 


SugarValley, to West Florence. |! 
estville, by Pottersville, to Ma- |! 


From Elyria, by Laporte, Rawsonville, Graf- |) 


Roads, West Springfield, Conneaut, Ohio, Am- |: 


Í 


From Fairview, by Sewellsville, Smyrna, Free- p 
port, Cadwallader, Tippecanoe, and Rush, to! 


From Finley, by Cannonsburg, Croghan, |: 
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From Finley, by Gil 
ance, 

From Finley, by Big Lick and Stoner, to New 
Haven. 

From Finley, by Benton Ridge, Pendleton, and 
Pleasant, to Vaughneville, 

From Franklin Mills, by Streetsboro’, Aurora, 
Bissell’s, Russell, Chester Cross Roads, South 
Kirkland, and Kirkland, to Mentor. 

From Fremont, by Bettsville, Fitz Henry, Sto- 
ner, Risdon, Cass, and Van Buren, to Finley. 

From Fremont, by Riley Centre, West Town- 


boa and Medary, to Defi- 


| send, Castalia, and Venice, to Sandusky. 


From Fremont, by Greensburg Cross Roads 
and Rollersville, to Montgomery Cross Roads. 

From Fremont to Port Clinton. 

From Fryburg to Louisville, on the Ohio and 
Pennsylvania railroad. 

From Galion, by Caledonia, Marion, Larue, 
Hale, Rushylvania, Bellefontaine, De Graff, Quin- 
cy, Pemberton, Houston, Spear’s Landing, Har- 
din, Cowan’s Station, and Sidney, to Union City, 
Louisiana. . 

From Galion, by Corsica, McEwen’s Crosa 
Roads, to Lexington. 

From Galion, by Leesville Cross Roads, Lib- 
erty Corner, and De Kalb, to Tiro. : 

From Gallipolis, by Racoon Island, South 
New Castle, Hereford, Swan Creek, Green Bot- 
tom, Miller’s, Maskellville, and Quaker Bottom, 
| to Guyandotte, Virginia. 

From Gallipolis, by Wilksville, and McKine- 
ter’s, to Lee. 

From Gallipolis, by Addison, Cheshire, Silver 
Run, Salisbury, Pomeroy, Chester, Alfred, and 
Tupper’s Plains, to Coolviile. 

From Gallipolis, by Shivener, Smith’s, Bay's“ 
Bottom, and Miller’s, to Haskellville. 

From Gallipolis, by Pine Grove, Vinton, and 
Ewington, to Wilkesville. 

From Gambier, by Millwood, Danville, Non- 
pareil, Humphrey’s Villa, and Killbuck, to Mil- 
lersburg. 

From Germantown, by Farmersville and En- 
terprise, to West Alexandria. . 

From Geneva, by Austinburg, Jefferson, Den- 
mark, West Pierpont, Pierpont, Penn Line, Penn-’ 
sylvania, and Line Mills, to Harmonsburg. 

From Geneva, by Harpersfield, Cork, Turn 
| bull, Hartsgrove, Windsor, Mesopotamia, Bun- 
dysburg, and Farmington, to Parkman. 

From Georgetown, by White Oak Valley, New 
Hope, Sicily, Sardinia, Mowrystown, and New’ 
Corwin, to New Market. 

From Georgetown, by New Hope, Mount 
Orab, Puebla, and Five Mile, to Fayetteville. 

From Georgetown to Ripley. 

From Gettysburg, by Webster, to Jacksonville. 

From Granville to Fredonia. 

From Granville, by Alexandria, Johnstown, 
Reynolds, Vann’s Valley, Sunbury, Berkshire, 
and Alum Creek, to Delaware. 

From Gratis, by Enterprise, to West Alexan- 
; dria. 
| From Greenville, Pennsylvania, by Kinsman, 
: Williamsfield, Andover, Richmond, Denmark, 
! Pierpont, and Monroe Village, to Kingsville, 
! Ohio. 
| From Greenville, by Abbottsville, Sampson, 
| and ithaca, to Castine. i; ; 

' From Greenville, by Woodington, Mississina- 
| wa, Seven-mile Prairie, Fort Recovery, Macedon, 
| Cold Water, Montezuma, Celina, Boetia, Mercer, 


il Mendon, and Auglaize, to Van Wert. 


From Greenville, by Abbottsville, Arcanum, 
| Pittsburg, Ludlow, Centre, and Clayton, to Day- 
ton. 

From Greenfield, by Good Hope, to Washing- 
i ton. 
! From Guilford, by Leroy, to Lodi. 
From Hagerstown, by El Dorado, to'Eaton. 
From Hamilton, by Millville and Bunkerhill, 
| to Reily. f 
: From Hammondsville, by Cope’s Mills, Crox- 
: ton, Wattsville, Scroggsfield, Carrollton, Leavitt, ` 
| Rose, New Cumberland, and Tabor, to New 
i Philadelphia. 


| 
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From Hamilton, by Rossville, Darrtown, Morn- 
ing Sun, Fair Haven, Beechy Mire, Indiana, and |; 
Boston, to Richmond, Indiana. | 

From Hamilion, by Rossville, Seven Mile, 
Collinsville, Somerville, and Camden, to Eaton. 

_ From Hanoverton to New Garden. 

From Hillsboro’, by New Petersburg, to Green- 
field. 

From Homer, by Brandon, to Mount Vernon. 

From Humphreysville, by Ridge and New 
Princeton, to Warsaw. 

From Huntsville, by Roundhead, West New- 
ton, Donnell’s, Westminster, Lima, Allentown, | 
Middle River, and Delphos, toWVan Wert. j 

From Hillsboro’, by Russell ’s Station, Lynch- 
burg, Westboro’, and Blanchester, to Loveland. 

Fom Inverton, ({ronton,) in Lawrence county, 
by Lawrence Furnace, Mount Vernon Furnace, 
Olive Furnace, and Washington Furnace, to Oak 
Hill, in Jackson county. 

From Inverton, (fronton,) to Gallipolis. 

From Jackson, by Oak Hill, Gallia Furnace, į 
McDaniel’s, Waterloo, Aid, Simmon’s, Russell’s 
Place, and Quaker Bottom, to Guyandotte, Vir- 

nla. 

g From Jackson, by McGhee’s Store, Keystone, | 
Ginton, and Anselin, to Cheshire. 

From Jackson, by Green Meadow and Reed’s 
Mills, to McArthur’s. 

From Jackson, by Maybee’s, Levi, Jackson 
Furnace, Bushy Fork, and Sciota, to Ports-. 
mouth. 

From Jackson, by Berlin Cross Roads, Daw- 


kin’s Mills, Buckeye Furnace, Wilkesville, Led- |; 


lie’s, and Langsville, to Rutland. 
From Jacksontown, by Thornville, New Salem, 


From Logan, by Straitsville, Pike, New Lex- 
ington, Rehoboth, and Buckeye Cottage, to Ful- 
tonham. ; 

From London, by Cross Roads, Blooming- 
burgh, Washington ©. H., Convenience, and 
Frankfort, to Chillicothe. 

From Lowell, by Regnier’s Mills, Gardner, 
South Otive, and Olive, to Sharon. 

From Lynchburg, by Dodsonville, Princeton, 
Buford, Sicily, White Oak Valley, and New 
Hope, to Georgetown. 

From Malta, by Chapel Hill and Sunday Creek 
X Roads, to Straitsville. 

From Malvern, in Carroll county, to Leesville. 

From Mansfield, by Lexington, Belleville, But- 
ler, Shaler’s Mills, Maple Grove, Fredericktown, 
Mount Vernon, Utica, and St. Louisville, to 
Newark. 

From Mansfield, by Shelby, Plymouth, New 
| Haven, Centretown, Havanna, Pontiac, Menroe- 


|| ville and Bloomingville, to Sandusky. 


From Marion, by Big Island, Cochranton, Mar- 
seilles, Mount Blanchard, Blanchard Bridge, Ash- 
ery, to Finley. 

From Marion, by Letimberville, Bucyrus, 
Chatfield, Attica, Reedtown, and Sherman, to 


i| Bellevue. 


From Marion, by Wilson and Rush Creek, to 
i Richwood. 


rome, to Dublin. 

From Marysville, by Mount Victory, Kenton, 
‘and Mount Washington, to Finley. 
From Marysville, by Polk’s Creek,to Kenton. 
From Massillon, by Canal Fulton, Clinton, 


and Pleasantville, to Lancaster. 

From Jacksontown to Newark. 

From Jacksonville, by Greenwood, to Lo- 
marus. 

From Jacksonville, by Brock, North Star, 
Cranberry Prairie, Carthagena, and Montezuma, 
to Celina. 

From Jamestown to Jeffersonville. 

From Jamestown, by Bowersville and Bloom- 
ington, to Wilmington. 

From Jersey to Columbia Centre. 

From Kalida, by New Bavaria, Napoleon, 
West Barre, Essex, Ohio, Etna, Lyons, and Ba- 
ker’s Corners, to Adrian, Michigan. 

From Kenton to Hale. 

From Kenton, by Dudley, Marseilles, War- 
pole, Bowsherville, to Upper Sandusky. 

From Kenton, by Huntersville, Hog Creek, 
and Herring, to Lima. 

From Kingsville, by Monroe Village, Pierpont, 
West Pierpont, Denmark, Richmond Centre, 
Leon, Andover, Williamsfield, West Williams- 
field, Kinsman’s, West Salem, and Maysville, to 
West Greenville, Pennsylvania. 

From Kinsman, by Johnsonville, to Warren. 

From Lancaster, by Sugar Grove, Logan, Pat- 
tonville, Nelsonville, Chauncey, Athens, Pleb- 
bardsville, Woodyard, Donnington, Harrison- ; 
ville, Rutland, and Salisbury, to Pomeroy. 

From Lavona, by Lena, German Centre, Lock- 
port, and Pulaski, to Bryan. 

From Lafayette, by Tradersville, to Mechan- 
iesburg. 

From Lancaster, by Clearportand Middlefork, 
to South Perry. 

From Lancaster, by Dumontsville, Baltimore, 
and Millersport, to Hebron. 

From Lancaster, by Bremen, Crosanville, As- 
bury, Pike, New Lexington, Oakfield, Morgans- 
ville, and Malta, to McConnelisville 

From Lancaster, by Carroll, Lockville, Pick- 
erington, Reynoldsburg, Black Lick, Ovid, Hope, 
and Harlem, to Galena. 

From Lancaster, by Jefferson, Winchester, and 
Waterloo, to Grant Post. 

From Lancaster, by Carroll, Canal, Winches- 
ter, and Grovesport, to Columbus. 

From Lebanon, by Red Lyon and Spring- | 
borough, to Franklin. i 


From Leesville, by Sherrodsville and New | 


Cumberland, to Zoar. | 
From Lima to Mercer,via Arcadia and Mendon. | 
From Lima to St. John’s, | 
From Locust Grove, by Marble Furnace, Gus- | 

tine, Tranquillity, and Youngsville, to Eckmans- i 

ville, f 
From Locust Grove, by Lovett’s, Bell, North | 

Uniontown, and Marshall, to Hillsboro’. 


Hudson. 

From Massillon, by Navarre, Bolivar, Zoar, 
Canal, Dover, New Philadelphia, Tuscarawas, 
Gnadenhutten, Port Washington, Newcomers- 
town, White-Eye Plains, and West Lafayette, to 
Coshocton 

From Marysville, by Allen Centre, Coberley’s, 
West Middleburgh, East Liberty, Raymond, and 
Zanesville, to Bellefontaine. 

From Mayfield to Gates’s Mills. 


and Ewing, to Logan. 

From McConnellsville, by Malta, Pennsville, 
Chester Hull, Bartlett, North Union, Decaturville, 
and Fillmore, to Little Hockhocking. 

From MeConnellsville, by Malta, Pennsville, 
Stockport, Brown’s Mills, Watertown, Barber, 
and Elarmer, to Marietta. 

From Medina, by Mallett’s Creek, Litchfield, 
Penfield, Wellington, Brighton, East Clarksfield, 
Clarksfield, and Hardand, to Norwalk. 

From Middletown, by Le Sourdsville and 
Princeton, to Port Union. 

From Milan to Sandusky. 


ville, Pleasant Plain, Blanchester, and Westboro’, 
| to New Vienna. 

From Milford, by Belfast, Edenton, and West 
Woodville, to Blanchester. 

From Millersburg, by Berlin, Winesburg, and 
Deardoff’s Mills, to Bolivar. 

From Millersburg, by Nashville, to London- 


1 ville. 
ii From Milford, by Perrin’s Mills, Marathon, 
j 


|| and Economy, to Hillsboro’, 


| From Millersburg, by Berlin, Walnut Creek, 
i and Shanesville, to Canal Dover. 
| From Millersburg, by Nashville, Greersville, 


| Brownsville, North Liberty, Shaler’s Mills, Pal- | 


myra, Waterford, and Pulaskiville, to Mount 
| Gilead. 

| From Millersburg, by Oxford, Killbuck, Van 
! Buren, and Bridge, to Warsaw. 


Mount Eaton, and West Lebanon, to Massillon. 

From Minerva, by New Franklin, Mount 
‘Union, Mahoning, Limaviile, and Atwater, to 
| Edinburg. 

From Morristown, by Olive Hill, Barnesville, 
Somerton, and Malaga, to Woodsfield. 

From Morrow, by Rochester, Clarksville, Sligo, 
Wilmington, Wilson’s Station, Sabina, Washing- 


ville, and Amanda, to Lancaster. 

From Mount Gilead, by Smith’s Mills and 
Whetstone, to Corsica. 

From Mount Gilead, by Iberia, Galion, Lees- 


i 
i 
| 
j 
1 
i 
I 
i 
| 


From Marysville, by New California and Je- j 


Nimisilia, Akron, Cuayahoga Fall, and Stow, to į 


From McArthur’s, by Elk Swan, Cassboro’, | 


From Milford, by Mulberry, Goshen, Butlers- f 


Monterey, Fayetteville, Dodsonville, Allenburg, |; 


| From Millersburg, by Benton, Mount Hope, | 


ton ©. H., New Holland, Williamsport, Circle- ; 


| ville, West Liberty, De Kalb, Tiro, to Ply- 
: mouth. 

From Mount Gilead, by Andrew’s and Shauk’s, 
to Lexington. 

From Mount Gilead, by Burn’s Corners and 
Harmony Township, to Sparta. 

From Mount Vernon, by Democracy, Jelloway, 
Loudonville, Big Prairie, Wooster, Madisonburgh, 
Old Hickory, Guilford, Medina, Brunswick, 
! Strongsville, Middleburg, Parma, Brooklyn, and 
Ohio City, to Cleveland. 

From Mount Vernon, by Gambier, Wolf, Bla- 
| densburg, New Guilford, West Bedford, Tyrone, 
! and Roscoe, to Coshocton. i 

From Newark to Granville. 

From Newark, by [hornville, Somerset, Max- 
ville, Logan, Plymouth, McArthur, Charleston, 
Berlin, Jackson, and Sciotoville, to Portsmouth, 

From Newark, by Chatham, Sylvania, Apple- 
| ton, and Croton, to Sunbury. 

From Nashport, by Perryton, Fallsburg, and 
| Martinsburg, to Utica. 

From New Brighton, by Darlington, Palestine, 
Washingville, Salem, Damascoville, Mount 
! Union, Barryville, Canton, Massillon, West 
ii Brookfield, East Greenville, Dalton, Number One, 
and East Union, to Wooster. 

From Newville, by Hastings and Barnes, to 
Mansfield. 

From New [lagerstown, by Lamartine, Kil- 
gore, Shober’s Mills, Amsterdam, and Nebo, to 
| Moore’s Salt W orks. 

From New Lisbon, by Gavers, McKaig’s 
| Mills, Dunganon, Hastingsville, and Mechanics- 
town, to Carrollton. 

From New Lisbon, by East Fairfield, East 
Palestine, and Unity, to Enon Valley. 

4 From New London, by Fitchville, Olena, and 

Bronson, to Norwalk. 
| From New London, by Clarksfield, Wakeman, 
Florence, and Furnace, to Vermillion. 

From New Market, by Berryville and Fairfax, 
|| to Youngsville. 
| From New Market, by Fincastle, Ashbridge, 
and Russellville, to Ripley. 

From New Market to Carrollton. 

From New Paris, by Concordia, New Madison, 
i and Fort Jefferson, to Greenville. 
| From New Paris to New Westville. 

I| From New Philadelphia, by Stone Creek, Ro- 

gersville, and Bakersville, to Chili. 

| From New Portage, by Norton Centre, West- 
ern Star, Wadsworth, and River Styx, to Medina. 

i From New Richmond, by New Palestine, 

; Mount Pisgah, Locust Corner, Batavia, Owen- 

| ville, Newtonsville, Edenton, West Woodville, 

| and Blanchester, to Edwardaville. 

| From Newton Falls to Milton. 

i From North Fairfield, by Ripleyville, to Green- 

| wich Station. 

| From Norwalk, by Peru, North Fairfield, and 

|! Steuben, to New Haven. 

ij From Oberlin to La Grange. 

|| From Orange to Youngstown. 

i From Oneida Mills to Leesville. 

| From Oxford, by Mixerville, Indiana, Spring- 

! field, and Whitcomb, to Brookville. 

| From Painesville, by Hillhouse, Thompson, 

i South Thompson, Montville, and Huntsburg, to 

! Middlefield. 

| From Painesborough, in Highland county, to 

l; Tranquillity. 

i} From Painsville, by North Bloomfield, to West 

| Greenville, Pennsylvania. 

From Piketon, by Gibson, to Flat. 

I| From Paulding to Charloe. 

i} From Piqua, by Lockington, Houston, Wy- 

inant, Laramies, Minster, New Bremen, Saint 

l: Mary’s, Kossuth, Deep Cut, Arcadia, Delphos, 

|| Doylestown, Dog Creek, Murat, Charloe, to 

1! Junction. 

From Pittsburg, by Courtneyville, Sewickly- 

| ville, Sewickly Bottom, Economy, Baden, Free- 

| dom, Beaver, Rochester, New Brighton, Darling- 

| 

| 


i ton, Enon Valley, East Palestine, New Water- 
ford, Columbiana, Salem, Damascoville, East 
Westville, Alliance, Mount Union, Marlboro’, 
Maxino, South Rome, Louisville, Canion, Mas- 
silon, North Lawrence, Baugleman, Orrville, 
Wooster, Millbrook, Big Prairie, Plympton, 
i Shreve, Londonville, Perryville, Lucas, and 
ii Mansfield, to Crestline, 

From Perrysburg, by Miltonville and Weston, 
to Gilead. 


August, s 
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From Petersburg, by New Springfield, North : 
Lima, and East Lewistown, to Columbiana. : 
co Poland, by East Lewistown, to Colum- : 

iana. 

From Poland, by Youngstown, Girard, Niles, || 
Warren, Champion, Southington, Farmington, ! 
Parkman, Burton, Claridon, Uhardan, Concord, | 
and Painesville, to Fairport. ij 

From Polk, by Albion, West Salem, Lodi, and 
Lafayette, to Medina. 

From Portsmouth, by Rockville, Vanceburg, 
Stouts’, Mahala, Concord, Ebersole’s Warehouse, 
Manchester, and Maysville, to Cincinnati.” 


: 
li 
i 
li 
T 
[i 
$ 
I 
} 


i 
H 
ii 


`i lisle, and Fair Mount, to Troy. i 


:| to Northampton. 


“and Harshmansvilie, to Dayton. 


+ Bellefontaine, Huntsville, New Richland, Belle 


| 


t . © 
! tonsburg, Adrian, Tiffin, Watson’s Stauon, Green 


From Portsmouth, by Sciotoville, Wheelers- 
burg, Franklin Furnace, French Grant, Hanging ; 


Rock, Ironton, Coal Grove, Green’s Store, Bur- 
lington, Guyandotte, Virginia, Quaker Bottom, 


Miller’s, Swan Creek, Green Bottom, Hereford, n 
South New Castle, Raccoon Island, Gallipolis, ii 


Point Pleasant, Addison, Cheshire, Silver Run, | 
and Salisbury, to Pomeroy. 
From Portsmouth, by Scioto, to Iron Furnace. 
From Powhatan Point, by Captina, Arm- | 
strong’s Mills, Beallsville, and Pilcher, to Mala- ‘i 


ga. 
From Providence, by Gilead, Shunk, Medary, |: 
and Buckeye, to Pleasant. ; 
From Rainesborough to Tranquillity. 
From Ravenna, by Shalersville, Freedom, and i 
Garrettsville, to Hiram. 
From Recovery, by St. Henry’sand St. John’s, - 
to Minster. 
From Republic to Bucyrus. 
From Republic, by Adams and Butternut 


Ridge, to Greene Creek. i| 


From Reedtown, by North Norwich, to Steu- i 


ben. 
From Ripley, by Decatur, Eckmansville, and ; 
North Liberty, to Youngstown. 
From Risdon, by Brown’s Corners and Bloom, 


to Woodbury. i: 


From Rochester, Pennsylvania, by Beaver, In- 


dustry, Smith’s Ferry, Litle Beaver, Bridge, | 
‘ ville, to New Somerset. 


Ohio, Calcutta, Cannon’s Miils, New Lisbon, 
Buck’s, New Garden, New Alexander, New ` 


Chambersburg, Moultrie, New Franklin, Paris, | 


and Oznaburg, to Canton. 


From Richmondale, by Londonderry, Eagle | 


Mills, and Bloomingsville, to Logan. 


From Salinesville, by Mechaniestown, Scrogs- j 
field, Harlaem Springs, Kilgore, Germano, and i 


Fife, to Cadiz. 


From Sabina, by Quinn’s Mills and Lee’s i 


Creek, to Highland. 


chester. 
From Salen, by New Albany, Canfield, Orange, | 
Obl’s Town, Warren, Bristolville, North Bloom 
field, Orwell, Rome, Morgan, Eagleville, and 
Jefferson, to Ashtabula. 
From Sandusky to Toledo. 
From Sampson, by Abbottsvi 


lle, to Green- ' 


From Seven Mile, by Jacksonborough, West : 
Elkton, Gratis, West Alexandria, Lewisburgh, | 
Euphemia, Hagerstown, Castine, and Fort Jet¥er- 
gon, to Greenville. 

From Senecaville, by Buffalo and Dyson’s, to 
Cambridge. f 

From Sharonville, by West Chester, Bethany, | 
and Monroe, to Blue HiH. 

From Shelby, by De Kalb and Sulphur Springs, | 
to Bucyrus. 

From Sharp’s Fork, by P 
Woody’s Mill, Rosseau, and Chaneyville, to 
McConnelisville. 

From Sheffield Lake, by Avon Lake, to Dover. 

From Sydney, by Pratt, Quincy, De Graff, and 


+; Emery, Blanc, 
leasant Valley, j 
ii Lagrange. 


Logansville, to Bellefontaine. i 


From Shalersville, by Streetsboro’, Hudson, |} 


Peninsula, Richfield, and Hinckley, to Bruns- 
wick. | 
From Somerset to Jacksontown. E 
From Sidney, by Valentia, Dinsmore, Wa- 
pahkonetta, Lima, Kalida, and Franconia, to. 
Charloe. ; 
From Simmon’s Run, by Mohawk, to New- | 
castle. 

From Sinking Spring, by Byington, Morgan’s 
Fork, Jasper, Piketon, Beaver, and Meadow | 
Branch, to Jackson. ! 

From Somerset, by Rehoboth, New Lexington, | 
Pike, Whipstown, Sunday Creek, Harueysville, | 
Cress Roads, Trimble, and Millfield, to Athens. à 


Ithaca, to Cast 


| Annapol 


From Springfield, by Donnellsville, New Car- | 
From Springfield, by Tremont and Terrehaute, , 


From Springfield, by Harmony, Vienna Cross | 


; Roads, Summerford, West Jefferson, and Alton, ! le 
{i to i 


Columbus. | 
From Springfield, by Enon, Fairfield, Kneisly, | 
i 


From Springfield, by Urbana, West Liberty, : 
Centre, Kenton, Sylvia Forest, Carey, W har- 


Spring, Clyde, Castalia, to Sandusky. 


From Springfield, by Mechanicsburg, Milford ij 
‘| Centre, Marysville, Little Mill Creek, and Scioto || 
{i Bridge, to Delaware. | 
From St. Clairsville, by East Richland, Union- | 


town, Flushing, and New Athens, to Cadiz. 


' From St. Clairsville, by Corinth, Jacobsburg, H 
| Captina, Ring’s Mills, Armstrong’s Mills, Bealls- | 
ville, Woodsfield, Pilcher, Hunter, Lampsville, |! 
and Demos, to St. Clairsville. l: 


From St. Joseph’s, by William’s Centre, Ney, 


i! and Brunersburg, to Defiance. 
From St. Joseph’s, by Artic, Hamilton, In- |i 
i diana, Steubenville, Angola, Flint, and Brushy 
i Prairie, to Lima. 


From St. Mary’s, by Celina, Skeel’s Cross 
Roads, New Corydon, Indiana, Timber Lost, 
Lina Grove, Vera Cruz, Bluffton, Murray, Mar- 


i: kel, and Huntingdon. 


From St. Mary’s, by Celina, Neptune, Boetia, 


‘| Mercer, Shane’s Crossing, Willshire, Pieasant 


Mills, Indiana, Decatur, Monmouth, and Root, to 
Fort Wayne. 

From Steubenville, by Bargar’s Shop, to Mount 
Pleasant. 

From Steubenville, by Winterville, Richmond, 
is, Germano, New Rumley, Scioto, Co- 
notton, New Hagerstown, Leesville, Rockford, 


l| and New Philadelphia, to Canal Dover. 
From Steubenville, by Island Creek and Knox- |i 


g- 


From Steubenville, by Wintersville, Booming 
dale, Hopedale, Cadiz, Cassville, Moorfield, 


bon. 
From Steubenville, by Wintersville, Cross 


From Salem, by North Georgetown, to Win- ji Creek, Richmond, East Springfield, A msterdam, 


{| Harlem Springs, Carrollton, New Harrisburg, 


Waynesburg, to Canton. . 
From Strasburg, by Fryburg, to Paris. 
From Sunbury, by Vail’s Cross Roads, Porter, 


| Sparta, Fredericktown, and Shaler’s Mills, to 


North Liberty. 
From Sunbury, by Porter, Kinston Centre, 


ville. | Mimmon’s Cross Roads, Marengo, Bennington, 
: and Lincoln, to Mount Gilead. 


From Sunfish, by Jonesville and Rocky Nar- | 


rows, to Woodsiield. 

From Sunfish, by Bare’s, to Sardis. 

From Toledo, by Genoa, Elmore, Fremont, 
Clyde, Bellevue, Monroeville, Milan, Norwalk, 
East ‘Townsend, Wakeman, Camden Station, 
and Oberlin, to Grafton Station. 

From Toledo, by Java, Ai, Parcher’s Corners, 
Deer Lick, Domestic, Bridgewater, 
Nettle Lake, Fish Creek, Indiana, and Angola, to 


From Tiffin, by Adams, Green Spring, Clyde, 
York, North Ridge, Townsend, and Castalia, to 


i Sandusky. 


From Tifin, by Bascom, to Stoner. 


From Tiffin, by Republic, West Lodi, Fiat | 


Rock, Bellevue, Groton Centre, and Cook’s Cor- 


| ner, to Sandusky. 


From Toledo, by Hardy, Swantown, Essex, 


l Ottokee, Zedron, Allston, Elmira, West Unity, 


and Durbin’s Corners, to Bryan. i ne, t 
| From Williamsburg, by New Harmony, to 


| New Hope. 


From Troy, by Covingion, Robinson’s, and 
New Harrison, to Greenville. 

From Tupper’s Plains, by Long Bottom, to 
Chester. 

From Twinsburg, by Solon, Orange, and At- 
water, to Edinburg. 

Fram Union, by Centre, West Baltimore, 
ine. 


Sandusky, by Belle Vernon, Syca- 


and 


tt 


From Upper 


|| burg, to Waynesville. 


| more, Mexico, Melmore, and Bloomingville, to 
Republic. 

From Upper Sandusky, by Browntown, to 
Marseilles, 

From Urbara, by Westville, Saint Paris, Al- 
n’s, and Fletcher, to Piqua. 

From Urbana, by Westville, Millerstown, 
Careysville, Palestine, and Piattsville, to Sidney. 

From Urbana, by Westville, Baker, Christians- 
burg, and Casstown, to Troy. 

i From Van Buren, by Portage Cross Roads, 
i To Mile Creek, North Ridge, Melmore,to Ridge- 
and. 

From Vanghnsville, by Gomar, Delphos, Van 
Wert, and Recruit, to Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

From Walhonding, by Tiverton and Danville, 
| to Democracy. 

From Wapahkonetta, by Unionopolis, Waynes- 
| field, Roundhead, and McDonald, to Kenton. 

From Warren, by Bazetta, Mecca, Greensburg, 
Phelps, New Lyme, and Lenox, to Jefferson. 

From Warren, by Lordstown, North Jackson, 
and Elisworth, to Salem. 
| From Washington, by New Gottingen, Seneca- 
ville, Mount Ephraim, Sarahsville, Olive, Sharon, 
Gardner, South Olive, Regnier’s Mills, and Clay- 
tona, to Lowell. 

From Washington ©. H., by Staunton, Moon’s, 
Leesburg, and Samantha, to Hillsboro’, 

From Washington C. H., by Jeffersonville, 
South Solon, Grape Grove, Jamestown, New 
i Jasper, Xenia, Eureka Mills, and Bellbrook, to 
i Centreville. . 
| From Washington C. H., by Convenience, 
, Austin, and Frankfort, to Chillicothe. 
| From Waterville, by Groveland, Lavona, West 
‘i Barre, Ridgeville Corners, and Oak, to Bryan. 
| From Waynesville to Springboro’. 
| From Wellsville, by Glasgow, West Point, 
ii New Lisbon, Franklin Square, Salem, North 
| Birmingham, North Benton, Deerfield, Eding- 
i| burg, and Campbellsport, to Ravenna. 

l From Wellsville, by Inverness, Salinesville, 
Hastingsville, Norristown, and Augusta, to Mi- 
nerva. 

From Wellsville, by East Liverpool, Little 
Beaver Bridge, and Ohioville, to Achor. 

From Wellersville, Columbiana county, b 
Knoxville, Richmond, Bloomingdale, Smithfield, 
Mount Pleasant, and Colerain, to St. Clairsville. 

From West Jefferson, by West Canaan, Darby 
Creek, Darby Plains, Rose, Dale, Mechanicsburg, 
and Mutual, to Urbana. 

From West Jefferson, by Wahoo, to Mechan- 
icsburg. 

From 
ware. 

From West Milton, by Laura, Painter Creek, 
and Poplar Ridge, to Greenville. 
| From West Union, by Wagoner’s Ripple, 
Stout’s, Rockville, and Friendship, to Portsmouth. 
| From Wheelersburg, by Junior, Kelley’s Mills, 
Elizabeth, Campbell, Patriot, and Thurman, to 
Vinton 

From Wheeling, Virginia, by Martin’s Ferry, 
Adena, Harris- 
e, Feed Spring, 


1 
i 
i 
i 


i 
i 
ji 


West Liberty, by Pickerelton, to Dela- 


i Ohio, Colerain, Mount Pleasant, 
i| ville, Short Creek, Cadiz, Deersvill 
i! Ulricksville, New Philadelphia, Canal Dover, 
| Strasburg, Deardoff’s Mills, Frease’s Store, 
! Mount Eaton, and Appie Creek, to Wooster. | 
i From Wheeling, Virginia, by Bridgeport, Ohio, 
‘| St. Clairsville, Llay dsville, Morristown, Elendrys- 
‘| burg, Fairview, Middlebourne, Washington, Cam- 
' bridge, New Concord, Norwich, and Bridgeville, 
‘| to Zanesville. 
| From Wheeling. Virginia, by Short Creek, 
| Warrenton, Ohio, Wellsburg, Steubenville, Ohio, 
|| Jeddo, Elliottsville, Port Homer, and Mouth of 
| Yellow Creek, to Wellsville. i 

From Williamsburg, by De La Palma, Union 
Plains, Buford, and Nevin, to New Market, 

From Williamsburg, by Sardinia and Fincas- 
tle, to Scott. 

From Wilkesville, 
ton Furnace, to MeArthur. 


| 
i 1 
} 


i 


ji 
it 


by Eagle Furnaceand Win- 


i 
i 
i 
H 
i 


From Willoughby, by Mayfield, to Gate’s 
| Mills. 
| From Wilmington, by Oakland and Harveys- 


by Port William, Painters- 


From Wilmington, NV i] 
New Burlington, to Spring 


H . 
| ville, Lumberton, and 


il Valley. 


B. 
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From Wilmington, by New Antioch, Snow 
Hill, New Vienna, Highland, Leesburg, Centre- 
field, Greenfield, South Salem, and Latta’s, to 
Chillicothe. 

From Wilmington, by Cuba, Martinsville, 
Lynchburg, Sharpeville,and Willettville, to Hills- 
boro’. 

- From Winchester, by Milnersville, Paoli, and 
Albany, to Port Washington. 

From Woodville, by Whitestown, Ottawa, 
Port Clinton, and Marblehead, to Sandusky. 

. From. Woodsfield, by Lewisville, Summerfield, 
Byrne, Stafford, Masterton, Harrietsville, Middle 
Creek, Regnier’s Mills, Aurelia, Lower Salem, 
Bonn, and Fearing, to Marietta. 

From Woodsfield, by Graysville, Antioch, 
Cochran’s Landing, Jolly, Flint’s Mills, Law- 
rence, and Lower Lawrence, to Marietta. 

. From Wooster, by Mooreland, Mill Brook, 
Shreve, Nashville, and Black Creek, to Hum- 
phreysville. 

From Wooster, by Plain, Reedsburg, Jerome- 
ville, Haysville, Mifflin, Mansfield, Ontario, Rib- 
lett’s, Galion, and Olentangy, to Bucyrus. 

From Wooster, by Smithville, Marshallville, 
Easton, Chippewa, Johnson’s Corners, New 
Portage, Akron, Middlebury, Tallmadge, Brim- 
field, Ravenna, Charlestown, Parisville, and 
Newton Falls, to Warren. 

From Wooster, by New Pittsburg, Rorr’s, 
Ashland, and West Windsor, to Mansfield. 

From Wooster, by Blacklyville, Mohican, and 
McKag, to Perryville. 

From Wooster, by Robinson’s Woollen Fac- 
tory, Uniontown, and Lafayette, to Savannah. 

rom Wooster, by Cooper, Cedar Valley, 
Congress, West Salem, Hornersville, Spencer, 
and Pennfield, to La Grange. 

From Youngstown, by Church Hill, Vienna, 
Fowler, Johnsonville, Gustavus, Lindenville, 
Cherry Valley, and Dorset, to Jefferson. 

From Xenia, by Alpha, Zimmerman’s, Wil- 
liamstown, Dayton, Liberty, New Lebanon, John- 
gonville, West Alexandria, Eaton, Upshur, New 
Westville, Richmond, Indiana, Centreville, East 
Germantown, Cambridge, Dublin, Lewisville, Og- 
den, Rayaville, Knightstown, Charlotteville, Kin- 
nard, Greenfield, Philadelphia, and Cumberland, 
to Indianapolis. 

From Youngstown, by Hubbard, Brookfield, 
Hartford, Vernon, Kinsman’s, Williamsfield, 
Andover, Richmond Centre, Pierpont, Monroe 
Centre, and South Ridge, to Conneaut. 

From Youngstown, by Coitsville, to New Bed- 
ford, Pennsylvania, 

From Young Hickory, by High Hill and Ridge- 

` way, to Dunean’s Falls. 

From Zanesville, by Putnam, White Cottage, 
Fultonham, Sego, Somerset, Rushville, West 
Rushville, Lancaster, Clear Creek, Tarlton, Camp 
Charlotte, Kingstown, Chillicothe, Bourneville, 
Bainbridge, Rainsboro’, Dallas, Hillsboro’, New 
Market, Sugar Tree Ridge, Scott, Eckmanville, 
Bentonville, Bradyville, and Aberdeen, to Mays- 
ville, Kentucky. 

From Zanesville, by Duncan’s Falls, Blue Rock, | 
Rokeby, McConnellsville, Neelysville, Beverly, i 
Waterford, Coal Run, and Lowell, to Marietta. 

From Zanesville, by Shannon, to Frazeys- 
burg. 

From Zanesville, by West Zanesville, Mus- 
kingum, Dresden, Adam’s Mills, Conesville, Ros- 
coe, Coshocton, Canal, Keen’s, Clark’s, Millers- 
burg, Holmesville, and Fredericksburg, to Woos- 
ter. 

From Zanesville, Hopewell, Gratiot, 
Brownsville, Linville, Jacksontown, Hebron, 
Kirkersville, Etna, Reynoldsburg, and Hibernia, | 
to Columbus. 

„From Zanesville, by Putnam, Newton, Rose- | 
ville, Deaverton, Triadelphia, Hall ’s Valley, und 
Malta, to McConnellsville. 

From Zanesville, by East Greenwich, Adams- | 
ville, Otsego, and Plainfield,to White Eye Plains. | 

From Zanesville, by Chandlersville and Rich | 
Hill, to Cumberland. 


b 


From Zonesville, by Rix’s Mills, Chandlers- i 


ville, and Fulland’s, te Cumberland. 

From Zanesville, by Symmes’s Creek, Saint- 
field, and Will’s Creek, to Coshocton. 

From Zanesville, by Lexington, New Lancas- 
ter, Circleville, Washington, Wilmington, and 
Morrow, to Cincinnati. 


! Caledonia, and Whitneysville, to Grand Rapids. 


|| New Haven, to Chesanning. 


| Ingham, to Mason. 


From Zanesville, by Nashport, Hanover, Clay 


! From Detroit to Cleveland. 


August, 


| Lick, Newark, Pataskala, Columbia Centre, Hi- 
bernia, and Black Lick, to Columbus. 


Michigan.—From Abscota to Pine Creek. 

From Adrian to Parker’s Corners, in Lenawee 
county. 

From Adrian, by Fairfield and Lyons, to Otta- 
kee, Ohio. 
| From Adrian, by Rome, Mendon, Addison, 

Wheatland Centre, Adams, and North Adams, to 
Jonesville. 

From Adrian, by Rome, Centre, Springville, 
; Cambridge, and Brooklyn, to Napoleon. 

From Adrian, by Tecumseh, Clinton, Man- 
chester, and Napoleon, to Jackson 

From Ada, by Smyrna, Alton, and Vergennes, 
to Otisco. 

From Albion to Homer. 

From Allegan, by Holland, to Grand Haven. 

From Allegan, by Trowbridge, Cheshire, 
Bloomingdale, and Waverly, to Pawpaw. 

From Allegan, by Pine Plain and Manlius, to 
Saugatuck. 

From Allegan to Pawpaw. 

From Almont, by Dryden, Amboy, and Etna, 
to Farmer’s Creek. 

From Ann Arbor, by Webster, Northfield, 
Hamburgh, and North Hamburgh, to Howell. 

From Battle Creek, by Climax Prairie, West 
Climax, Pavilion, Brady, Schoolcraft, Prairie 
Ronde, Decatur, Little Prairie Ronde, and Pick- 
ett’s Corners, to La Grange. 

From Battle Creek, by Bedford, Johnstown, 
Bristolville, Baltimore, Hastings, Irving, Middle- 
ville, Caledonia, and Whitneysville, to Grand 
Rapids. 

From Battle Creek, by Abscota and Union City, 
to Coldwater. 

From Battle Creek, by Yorkville, Richland, |! 
Prairieville, Fulton, Yankee Springs, Middleville, 


From Bellevue, by Kalamo and Vermontville, 
to South Cass. 

From Blissville, by East Ogden and West 
Ogden, to Fairfield. 

From Bridgeport, by Frankenmuth and Worth, 
to Vassar. 

From Brighton, by North Brighton, Hartland, 
and Tyrone, to Fentonville. 

From Bronson’s Prairie to Orlanda, Indiana. 

From Brooklyn, by Columbia, Liberty, South 
Jackson, and Bennett’s Corners, to Spring Arbor. 

From Brownstown, by Woodviile, Huron, 
Romulus, Belleville, and Rawsonville, to Ypsi- 
lanti. 

From Camden, by Morganville, Bird, Attica, 
Morenchi, Chesterfield, Lyons, Metamora, and 
Riga, to Whiteford. 

From Cassapolis, by Edwardsburg and Adams- 
ville, to Elkhart, Indiana. i 
From Charlotte, by Chester and South Cass, to 

Boston. : 

From Charlotte, by Carlisle, Bellevue, Verona, 
and Penfield, to Battle Creek. 

From Charlotte, by Chester, Roxana, and 
Danby, to Portland. 

From Clayton, by Canandaigua and Medina, 
to Morenci. 

From Clayton, by Dover, to Seneca. 

From Clinton, by Benton, Salem, and Pittsfield, 
to Ypsilanti. 

From Columbus, by Memphis, East Berlin, and 
West Berlin, to Almont. 

From Constantine, by White Pigeon, to Three | 
i Rivers. 

From Corunna, by Humphrey Wheeler’s, in 


} From Corunna, by Owasso, Rush, Chesanning, 
‘and St. Charles, to 4 
From Croton, by Grand Traverse and Macki- |! 
naw, to Saut St. Marie. 
From Dexter, by Ingraham Centre, to Mason, 
in Ingraham county. 


From Dexter, by Unadilla, Stockbridge, and 


aganaw. | 


From Dexter, by Base Lake, Pinckney, East 
Marion, and Marion, to Howell. 

From Decatur Station, by Little Prairie Ronde, 
Marcellus, Union, and Fiowerfield Centre, to || 
Three Rivers. | 

From Detroit, by Ecoree, Trenton, Gibraltar, 
Brownstown, Newport, Brest, Monroe, La Salle, 
Erie, and Manhattan, to Toledo. 1 


From Detroit, on the Plymouth Plank Road, 
through the townships of Greenfield, Redford, 
Livonia, and Plymouth, to Northville. 

From Detroit to Sault Ste. Marie. 

From Detroit, by Dearbornville, Wayne, South 


Plymouth, Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor, Scio, Dexter, 


Chelsea, Franciscoville, Grass Lake, Leoni, Mich- 
igan Centre, Jackson, Barry, Gidley’s Station, 
Albion, Marengo, Marshall, Ceresco, Battle 
Creek, Charleston, Galesburg, Comstock, Kala- 
mazoo, Paw Paw, Mattawan, Lawton, Decatur, 
Dowagiac, Niles, Buchanan, Dayton, New Buf- 


| falo, and Michigan City, Indiana, to Chicago, 


IHinois. 

From Detroit, by Roseville, Mount Clemens, 
New Haven, Columbus, St. Clair, and Mack’s 
Place, te Port Huron. 

From Detroit, by the Plank Road, Mount 
Clemens, and Almont, to Lapeer. a 

From Detroit, by Royal Oak and Birmingham, 
to Pontiac. 

From Detroit, by Greenfield, Redford, Plank 
Road, Farmington, Novi, Hicksville, New Hud- 
son, Kensington, Brighton, Genoa, Howell, Flem- 
ing, Fowlersville, Phelpstown, Williamstown, and 
Sanford, to Lansing. 

From Dewitt, by Bingham and Greenbush, to 
Duplain. 

From Dewitt, 
Maple. : 

From Dowagiac, by La Grange, Cassopolis, 
Vandalia, Newburg, and Three Rivers, to Cen- 
treville. 

From Dundee, by Summerfield and Lamberts- 
ville, to Toledo, Ohio. 

From Eagle River, by Beasley’s, Torch Lake, 
Portage Lake, and Houghton, to Portage Entry. 

From Elkhart to Goshen. 

From Farmington, by North Farmington, West 
Bloomfield, and Pine Lake, to Pontiac. 

From Flint, by Genesee, Thetford, Pine Run, 
Bridgeport, Bridgeport Centre, and East Saga- 
naw, to Saganaw. 

From Fredonia, by Lima and Chelsea, 
van. 

From Goodrich, by Davisonville, Davison 
Centre, Richfield, Forest, Vassar, Frankenhielf, 
and Bloomfield, to Lower Saginaw. 

From Grand Haven, by Muskegon, White 
Lake, Pentwater, Perie, and Point Sauble, to 
Wellanisteen. 

From Grand Haven to Milwaukie. 

From Grand Rapids, by Austerlitz, North 
Carmon, Courtland, and Oakfield, to Greenville. 

From Grand Kapids to Croton, in Newago 
county. 

From Grand Rapids, by Indian Creek, Pleas- 
ant, Pintler’s Corners, Casnovia, and Newago, 


by Riley and Westphalia, to 


to Syl- 


|| to Croton. 


From Grand Rapids, by Grandville, Tall- 
madge, Steele’s Landing, Polkton, Ottawa Cen- 
tre, Crockery Creek, Nortonville,and Mill Point, 
to Grand Haven. 

From Grand Rapids, by Grandville, George- 
town, Allendale, and Ottawa, to Grand Haven, 

From Grand Rapids, by Loomisville, Berlin, 
Wright, and Ravenna, to Muskegon. 

From Grand Rapids, by Grandville, to Ho'land. 

From Grand Rapids, by Austerlitz, Cannons- 
burg, Bostwick, Lake, Grattan, and Otisco, to 
Greenville. 

From Green Bay, by Little Bay, No Queh, 
Esconabee River, Carp River, Keewenan Bay, 
Eagle River, Eagle Harbor, and Copper Harbor, 
to Lake Superior. 

From Groveland, by Holly Mills, Holly Rose, 
White Lake, and Highland, to Kensington. 

From Groveland, by Holly Rose, Highland, 
and Milford, to New Hudson. 

From Hastings, by Alto, to Flat River. 

From Hastings to Woodland. 

From Hastings to Galesburg. 

From Hillsdale, by Ransom, Wood’s Corners, 
and Cass, to Medina. 

trom Howell, by Oak Grove, Deer Creek, Tus- 
cola, Burns, and Fremont, to Shiawassee. 

From Howell, by Marion, Josco, Middletown, 


| and White Oak, to Ingham. 


From Hudson, by Cass and Domestic, Ohio, to 
West Unity. 

jon Tonia, by Wheatland and Otisco, to Green- 
ville. 

From Ionia, by Boston, South Boston, and 
Carlton, to Hastings. 
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From Ionia, by Avon, Rix, Flat River, and f 


Ada, to Grand Rapids. 

From Jackson, by Spring Arbor, Concord, 
Pulaski, and Scipio Centre, to Jonesville. 

From Jackson, by Tompkins, Otter Creek, 
Eaton Rapids, and Eaton, to Charlotte. 

From Jackson, by West Rivers, Aurelius, Les- | 
lie, Eden, Mason, and Delhi Centre, to Lansing. | 
From Jackson, by South Jackson, Liberty 
Mills, Somerset, Addison, and Rollin, to Hudson. 
From Jackson, by South Henrietta, Henrietta, 
Bunker Hill, and Felts, to Mason. | 

From Jonesville, by Litchfield, Homer, and 
Eckford, to Marshall. 

From Kalamazoo, by Ynouski, to Yankee | 
Springs. 

From Kalamazoo, by Waverly, Breedsville, | 
Hunter, South Haven, Ganges, and Johnson’s, 
to Newark. 

From Kalamazoo to Richland. 

From Kalamazoo, by Martin, Bradley, Way- 
land, Cuba, and Paris, to Grand Rapids. 

From Kalamazoo, by Vicksburg, Park Reserve, 
and Centreville, to Sturgis. 

From Kalamazoo, by Portage, Schoolcraft, and 
Flowerfield, to Three Rivers. 

From Kalamazoo, by Cooper, Plainwell, and 
Otsego, to Allegan. 

From Lakeville, by Oxford, Brandon, and Eagle 
Lake, to Groveland. 

From Lakeville, by Fillmore, to Almont. 

From Lakeville, by Mount Pleasant, Romeo, 
Ray, Armedia, and Richmond, to Columbus. 

From L’Anse, by Ontonagon and La Pointe, to 
Fond du Lac, in Minnesota Territory. 

From Lansing, by Windsor, Eaton Rapids, 
Springport, Clarence, and Rice Creek, to Marshall. 

From Lansing, by Alverson, Woodhull, Perry, 
and Antrim, to Byron. 

From Lansing, by Delta, Grand Ledge, Mud 
Creek, Danby, and Sibewa, to South Cass. 

From Lansing, by Eagle, Portland, Maple, and 
Lyons, to Ionia. 

From Lansing, by Oneida, Chester, Vermont- 
ville, Merritt, Hastings, Glass Creek, Gun Lake, 
Bradley, Fogo, and Proctor, to Allegan. 


From Lansing, by West Windsor, Charlotte, f 


Walton, and Olivet, to Marshall. 

From Lansing, by Dewitt, Lainsburg, Enter- 
prise, and Hartwellville, to Byron. 

From Lapeer, by Lathrop’s Mills, Oregon, 
Neven’s Mills, Marathon, Hay’s Mills, and 
Fourt, to Pine Run. 

From Lawton to Paw Paw. 

From Lexington, by Bark Shanty, Cherry 
Creek, Forestville, Chase’s Mills, Elm Creek, 
Whitcomb’s Mills, and Brakeman’s Mills, to 
Point Aux Barques. 

From Lock’s Station, by Burr Oak and Oporto, 
to Centreville. 

From Lyons, by Fair Plains, Ronald Centre, 
and North Plains, to Greenville. 

From Manchester to Chelsea. 

From Manchester to Grass Lake. 

From Marquette, by L’Anse, to Eagle River. 


From Marquette, by Little Bay de Noquet, to || 


Green Bay. 
From Marshall, by North Marshall, Bellevue, 


South Assyria, Assyria, Maple Grove, Castleton, || 


and Hastings, to Middleville. 

From Marshall, by Teconsha, Burlington, 
Union City, Sherwood, Leonidas, Nottaway, 
Centreville, and Florence, to Constantinople. 

From Marshall, by Teconsha and Girard, to 
Cold Water. 


From Marshall, by Cedar Lake, Newton, and || 


Culver, to Abscota. 


From Menominee river to Keewenaw Point, | 


Lake Superior. 

From Minnesota Mine to mouth of Ontonagen 
river. 

From Minnesota Mine, along the mineral range, 
by the Forest, and Norwack Mines, to Lake 
Agoyiber. 


From Monroe, by Grafon, Exeter, Oakville, | 


and Paint Creek, to Ypsilanti. 
From Monroe, by Dunkirk, to Buffalo. 
From Monroe, by Flat Rock, Taylor, Browns- 
town, and Dearbornville, to Detroit. h 
From Monroe, by East Raisinville, North Rai- | 
sinville, London, Milan, York, Saline, and Lodi, 
to Ann Arbor. : 
From Monroe, by Ida, Summerfield, and Deer- 


j 


i! From Saut Ste. Marie, by Grand Island, to į 


| ton,and Algonquin Mines, Houghton, on 


From Morenci, by Gorham, Mill Creek, Do- 
mestic, West Unity, and Lock port, to Evansport. 

From Moscow, by Somerset, Wheatland, and 
Pittsford, to Hudson. 

From Mount Clemens, by Vienna, Ray, and 
Ray Centre, to Romeo. ‘ 

From Mount Clemens, to Romeo, in Macomb 
county, via the Plank Road. 

From Mount Clemens, by Little’s and Ira, to 
Algonac. 

From Niles, by Berrien Springs, to St. Joseph. 

From Ontonagon, to the Southeast quarter of 
section eleven, township forty-nine, range forty- 
one, in the county of Ontonagon. 
| From Otsego, by Watson, Dorr, and Bryant, 
to Grand Rapids. 

From Owasso, by Rush, to Chesaning. 

From Owasso, by Bennington, Middleburg, 
| Victor, Bengal, Dallas, and Stony Creek to Ly- 
ons. 

From Owasso, by Hall, Duplin, Greenbush, 
Essex, and Matherton, to Lyons. 

From Paw Paw, by Lawrence, Arlington, 
Breedsville, and Hunter, to South Haven.” 

From Paw Paw, by Prospect Lake, Hamilton, 
Keelersville, Bainbridge, and Millbury, to St. 
Joseph. 

From Pine Run, in Genesee county, to Arbda | 
| Centre, in Tuscola county. 

From Pinckney, by Plainfield, White Oak, and 
Wheatfield, to Williamstown. 

From Plymouth, by Borodino and Superior, to 
Ann Arbor. 

From Portage Lake to Anse Bay. 

From Pontiac, by Waterford Centre, White 
Lake, Rose, Fentonville, Tyrone, Linden, Argen- 
tine, Byron, Vernon, Shiawasse, and Corunna, to 
; Owasso. 
| From Pontiac by Ball Mountain, New Canan- 

daigua, Oxford, Metamora, and Farmer’s Creek, 
to Lapeer. 

From Pontiac, by Waterford Centre, Com- 
merce, Milford, Highland, Hartland, and Occola 
Centre, to Howell. 

From Pontiac, by Waterford, Austin, Clark- 
son, Springfield, Groveland, Stony Run, and 
Grand Blanc, to Flint. 

From Pontiac, by Mahopac, Jersey, Brandon, 
Campbell’s Corners, Rural Vale, to Farmer’s 
Creek. 

From Pontiac, by Clarkston, Eagle Lake, Good- 
rich, Davidsonville, Davidson Centre, Rushfield, 
Forest, and Vassar, to Lake Saginaw. 

From Pontiac, by Auburn, Troy, Plumb Brook, 
| Utica, and Sacker’s, to Mount Clemens. 

From Pontiac, by Strait’s Lake, Walled Lake, 
South Lyons, and Gravel Run, to Ann Arbor. 

From Port Huron, by Burchville, to Lexington. ; 

From Quincy to Alleghany. | 

From Quincy, by Butler and Clarendon, to 
Huron. 

From Reading, by Edinburg, Clear Lake, 
Indiana, to Mets. 

From Rochester, by Mount Vernon and Mere, 
| to Romeo. 

From Romeo, by Pinery, Scottville, Albertson- 
| ville, Brockway, Lynn, and Merrillsville, to Port | 
Huron. 

From Royal Oak, by Troy, Rochester, and 
Oakland, to Lakeville. f 

From Royal Oak, by Big Beaver, Utica, Shelby, | 
Washington, and Romeo, to Almont. — 

From Saganaw, by the eastern side of the 
Lower Peninsula and Duncan, on Sheboygan Bay, | 
to Mackinac. i 

From Saganaw to Grand Traverse Bay. i 

From Saganaw, by Duncan and Mackinaw, to | 
Saut Ste. Marie. 

From Saline, by Union District, Bridgewater, 
| Silver Lake, and Sharon, to Grass Lake. 
| From Saugatuck to South Haven. 

From Saut Ste. Marie, by Mackinaw and Dun- 
| can, to Saganaw. 
| From Saut Ste. Marie to Ontonagon. | 

From Saut Ste. Marie to Fort Wilkins, on i 

Lake Superior. 


f 
i 
t 


| Marquette. l 
| From Shawano, Wisconsin, by mouth of the ; 
Ontonagon River, Michigan, Forks of Ontonagon, | 
| Minnesota, Adventure, Aztec, Douglass, Hough- į! 
Portage | 


I 
i 
i 
i 
į 


feld, to Adrian. 


| Lake, Eagle River, and Eegle Harbor, to Copper 4 
: Harbor. ! 


From Shiawassee, by North. Vernon, Swartz 
Creek, Crockersville, Flint, and Kearsley’s, to 
Lapeer. ; ne 

From St. Clair, by China, Belle: River, and 
Cottrellville, to Algonac. 

From Stony Run, by Goodrich, Davidsonville, 
and Hadley, to Farmer’s Creek. feo! 

From Southfield, by Franklin, to Birmingham. 

From South Haven to Saugatuck, atthe mouth 
of Kalamazoo, in Allegan county. 

From Swartz Creek, in Genesee county, by 
Gaines, to Byron. 

From Tecumseh, by Tipton, Springville, Cam- 
bridge, Woodstock, Somerset, and Moscow, to 
Jonesville. : 

From Tecumseh, by Ridgeway Ridge and York, 
to Ypsilanti. 

From Toledo, Ohio, by Whitefield, Ottawa 
Lake, Riga, Blissfield, Michigan, Palmyra, Adri- 
an, Clayton; Hudson, Florida, Hillsdale, Jones- 
ville, Sylvanus, Quincy, Coldwater, Branch, 
Batavia, Bronson’s Prairie, Lock Station, Stur- 
gis, White Pigeon, Bristol, Elkhart, Indiana, 
Mishawaka, South Bend, Laporte, Coffee Creek, 
and Calumet, to Chicago, Illinois. : 

From Wayne, by Nankin, Plymouth, and 
Mead’s Mills, to Northville. 

From Wayne, by Romulus, Centre, and Hau- 
ron, to Brownstown. 

From West Rives, by Aurelius, to Delhi Cen- 
tre, in Ingham county. 

From White Pigeon, by Mottville, Union, Ad- 
ameville, Edwardsburgh, Niles, Cottage Hill, 
Indiana, and Terre Coupe, to Hudson. 

From Warnerville, by Oak Plains, to Brighton. 

From Ynouski, by Orangeville Mills, to Yan- 
kee Springs, Barry county. 


Indiana.—From Albion, by Springfield Mills, 
Northport, Wolcott's Mills, Marcy, Fly Creek, 
and Ontario, to Lima. 

From Albion to Swan. 

From Alexandria, by Frostsville, Independ- 
ence, and Jones’s Mills, to Jerome. 

From Anderson, by Prosperity, to Alexandria. 

From Andersonville, by Richland, Milroy, 
Moscow, and Blue Ridge, to Shelbyville. : 

From Attica, by Rainesville, Andrew Hixod’s, 
and Pine Grove, to Milford, Minois. 

From Auburn, by Fairfield Centre, Turkey 
Creek, and Salem Centre, to Flint. s 

From Aurora, by Wilmington, Sparta, Moor’s 
Hill, Milan, and Prattsburg, to Delaware. 

From Aurora, by Wilmington, Sparta, Moor’s 
Hill, and Stringtown, to Versailles. 

From Bainbridge, by Groveland, New Mays- 
ville, North Salem, and Jamestown, to Lebanon. 

From Bedford, by Pinhook, Leesville, and 
Woodville, to Brownstown. é 

From Bedford, by Bryantsville, Trinity Springs, 
and Dover Hill, to Mount Pleasant. 

From Bethlehem, by New Washington and 
Oregon, to Lexington. : 

From Bloomfield, by Linton, to Carlisle. 

From Boonsborough to Lebanon, via Fayette 
and Thornleysville. . 

From Boonville, by Crowville and Polk Patch, 
to Huntingburg. ; 

From Bowling Green, by Bell Air, Anguilla, 


I| Lewis, and Busroen Mills, to Carlisle. : 


From Bowling Green, by Joydan Village and 
Santa Fe, to Gosport. i 

From Bowling Green, by Hausertown, to Point 
Commerce. ere 

From Bowling Green, by Plunge Creek, Lewis, 
and Siloa, to Carlisle. 

From Bowling Green to Brazil. 

From Bradford, by West Bedford, Buffalo, 
Pulaski, Winnamac, North Bend, Yellow River, 
Sligo, Blissville, North Liberty, and Sumption 
Prairie, to South Bend. 

From Bradford, (or Monon,) by Cathcart, to 
Rensselaer. : 

From Bremen, Ohio, by Fort Recovery, Port- 
land, and Camden, to Hartford. 

From Brownstown to Seymour. 

From Brownstown to Rockford. i 

From Brownstown, by Houston, to Blooming- 
ton. 

From Brownstown, by Freetown, Milo, and 
Christiansburg, to Nashville. 

From Brookville, by Wynn, Mount Carmel, 
Philanthropy, Ohio, Tariff, and Paddy’s Run, to 


Ross. 
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From Brookville, by Blue Creek, South Gate, 
St. Leon, Kelso, Logan, and Bright, to Law- 
renceburg. 

From Brookville, by Oak Forest, Jennings, Old- 
enburg, and Rossburg, to Wintersville. 

From Brookville, by Blue Creek, St. Peter’s, 
Herman, Milan, and Siringtown, to Versailles. 

From Brookville, by Oak Forest, Jennings, Old- 
enburg, Rossburg, to Greensburg 

From. Bruin’s. Cross Roads, by Bethany and 
Russell’s Mills, to Covingion. 

From Bloomington, by White Hall, Spencer, 
Vandalia, Bowling Green, Christie’s Prairie, and 
Wauhoo, to Terre Haute 

From Bioomington, by Stamford and Salisbury, 
to Bloomfield. 

From Bloomington, by White Hall, to Point 
Commerce. 

From Bluffton, by Nottingham, Pennville, New 
Mount Pleasant, and Deerfield, to Winchester. 

From Burlington, by New London, to Ko- 
komo. 

From Cambridge, by Jacksonburg, Hagers- 
town, Dalton, Blountsville, New Burlington, 
Muncietown, Anthony, Wheeling, Trask, and 
Jonesboro’, to Marion. 

From Cambridge to Hagerstown. 

From Cambridge, by Milton, Connersville, Ev- 
erton, and Blooming Grove, to Brookville. 

From Carlisle, by Linton, to Worthington. 

From Carlisle, by Black Creek, Marco, Buck 
Creek, Newbury, Scotland, Pleasant Ridge, 
Owensburg, and Springville, to Bedford. 

From Gartersburg, by White Lick, Danville, 
New Maysville, Carpentersville, Bainbridge, Port- 
land Mills, Hollandsburg, Rockville, Armiesburg, 
and Montezuma, to Highland. 

From Charleston, by Sylvan Grove, Blue Lick, 
Chesnut Hill, South Boston, Salem, Texas, Bono, 
Lawrenceport, and Spring Mills, to Bedford. 


From Centreville, by Green’s Fork, Economy, |! 


and Trenton, to Winchester. 

From Centreville, by Bloomingport, to Lynn. 

From Charleston, by Jeffersonville, to Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. 

From Charleston, by Hubbard, Vienna, Clarks- 
borough, Little York, and Tampico, to Browns- 
town. 

From Cincinnatus, by Stilesville, to Mount 
Washington. 

From Clarksburg, by New Salem, Rushville, 
Smelser’s Mills, and Raleigh, to Lewisville. 

From Clark’s Hill, by Laramie and Concord, 
to Romney. 

From Clinton Lock, by Clinton, Indiana, Fur- 
nace, Indiana, and Baldwinsville, Illinois, to 
Paris. 

From Coffee Creek, by Valparaiso, Porter’s 
Cross Roads, Boon Grove, Hebron, Outlet, West 
Creek, Cedar Luke, Hickory Point, Winfield, 
Deep River, and Fillmore, back to Cofee Creek. 

From Colfax, by Frankrort, to Michigantown,. 

From Columbia, by Pampana, to Wolf Lake. 

From Columbus, by Taylorsburg, Nashville, 
and Unionville, to Bloomington. 

From Columbus, by Jonesville, to Rockford. 

From Columbus, by Moore’s Vineyard, Mount 
Healthy, Milo, Mooney, and Eettonville, to Bed- 
ford. 

From Connersville, by Harrisburg, to Benton- 
ville. 

From Corydon, by Sharp’s Milis, to Leaven- 
worth. 

From Crawfordsville, by Independence and 
Pine Village, to Oxford. 

From Crawfordsville, by Waynetown, Hills- 
boro’, and Cale’s Creek, to Covington. 

From Crawfordsville, by Ladoga, to New 
Maysville. 

From Crawfordsville, by Pleasant Hill, New- 
town, Rob Roy, and Attica, to Williamsport. 

From Crawfordsville, by Darlington, Thorn- 
ton, and Reese’s Mills, to Kirk’s Cross Roads. 

From Crawfordsville, by Greencastle, Ladoga, 
and Carpentersville, to Bainbridge. 

From Crown Point, by Merrilisville and Ho- 
bart, to Lake Station. 

From Deerfield, by Ridgeville, Emmettsville, 
Fair View, Albany, Granville, and Royton, to 
Wheeling. 

From Deerfield, by Boundary and Salamonia, 
to Fort Recovery, Ohio. 

From Defiance, by Brunersburg, Farmer, Milo, 
Newville, Mount Hope, Auburn, Richland, Cen- 


tre, Lisbon, Irving, 
Works. 

From Delaware, by Prattsburg, Milan, Moor 
Hill, Chesterville, and Sparta, to Wilmington. 

From Delphi, by Camden, Carroil, Crittenden, 
Galveston, Kokomo, Vermont, Greentown, Je- 
rome, and Slash, to Marion. 

From Delphi to Piusbu 

From Dublin, by New 
| Newcasule. 

From Elizabethtown, Ohio, by Harrison, Indi- 
ana, Drewersburg, Philanthropy, Ohio, Mixer- 
ville, Indiana, Contrerab, College Corner, Ohio, 
| Goodwin’s Store, to Beechy Mire, Indiana. 

From Elizabethtown, by Burnsville, Rock 
Creek, and Sardinia, to West Point. 


and Albion, to Noble Lron 


*s 


rg. 
Lisbon and Devon, to 


Locke. 


Manilla, and Swenehart, to Rushville. 

From Edinburgh, by Ninevah, Hensley, and 
Morgantown, to Martinsville. 

From Evansville to West Franklin. 

From Evansville, by Sandersville, Warrenton, 
York, Princeton, Patoka, and Docker’s Ferry, to 
Vincennes. 


and Midway, to Rockport. 

From Evansville, by Parker’s Settlement, and 
Blairville, to New Harmony. 

From Evansville, by West Franklin, to Mount 
Vernon, 

From Evansville, by St. Wendell’s to Cyn- 
thiana. 

From Fairmount to Jerome. 

From Flint to Orland, in Steuben county. 

From Florence to Warsaw. 


Green, Wolf Lake, Burr Oak, Noble, Albion, 
Ligonier, Benton, and Goshen, to Elkhart. 

From Fort Wayne, by Rochester, 
Lacon, Illinois, Toulon, New Boston, Toolsboro’, 
Wapeilo, Washington, Oskaloosa, Indianola, and 
Winterset, to Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

From Fort Wayne, by Perry, Butler, Auburn, 
| De Kalb, Hamilton, Steubenville, Angola, Crook- 


Cold Water. 
From Fort Wayne, by Perry, Swan, Avilla, 


Mount Pisgah, Mongoquinnong, Ontario, and 
Lima, to Sturgis, Michigan. 


and Hall’s Corners, to Hicksville. 

From Fort Wayne, by Poughkeepsie, Peeble, 
Decatur, Canoper, Limber Lost, Bear Creek, Joy 
C. H., Bluff Point, and Deerfield, to Winchester. 


From Fort Wayne, by Waring and Troy Set- 
tlements, to Liberty Mills, in Wabash county. 

From Fort Wayne, by Zanesville, Markle, 
| Warren, and Green Bush, to Marion. 
| From Fort Wayne, by New Haven, Antwerp, 
| Ohio, Junction, Defiance, Miuldale, Florida, Na- 
| poleon, Durand, Texas, Providence, Waterville, 
f and Maumee City, to Toledo. 


| ubasco, Merrian, Wolf Lake, Noble, Albion, 
| Ligonier, and Benton, to Goshen. 
| From Fort Wayne, Taw-Taw, and Coesse, 
! to Whitley C. B. 
From Fort Wayne, by Cedar, Leo, Spencer- 
ville, Newville, and Panama, Ohio, to St. Joseph's. 
From Fort Wayne, by Ossian, to Bluffton. 
From Frankfort, by Berlin and Petersburg, to 
Tipton. 


Í 
| 
iy 
i 
| 
\ rom Frankfort, by Rei’s Mills, Lebanon, and 


li Jamestown, to Danville. 


(| From Franklin, by Trafalgar and Morgantown, 
| to Martinsville. 
; From Franklin, by Far West, Mooresville, 
: Monrovia, and Stilesville, to Springtown. 

From Freeport, by Nicholas Kern’s and L. J. 
Reeve’s, to Pleasant View. 
From Gentryville to Ferdinand. 
From Goshen, by Middlebury, toWhite Pigeon. 
From Goshen, by New Paris and Locke, to 
ymouth, 
From Greencastle, by Grubb’s Mills, Portland 
Mills, Bellmore, Rockville, and Armiesburg, to 
|! Montezuma. à 
{| From Greencastle, by Eberle, Bainbridge, New 
| Maysville, and North Salem, to Jamestown. 

From Greencastle, by Bruunerstown and Mans- 


1 
i 
! 


field, to Rockville. 


From Elkhart, by Bango, and Mount Olive, to | 
i 


From Edinburgh, by Smithland, Shelbyville, | 


From Fort Wayne, by Eel River, Churubusco, ; 


Rensselaer, | 
ed Creek, Kinderhook, Michigan, and Ovid, to | 


Lisbon, Kendallville, Marseilles, South Milford, | 


From Fort Wayne, by St. Joseph’s, Harlan, 


From Fort Wayne, by Eeller’s Corners, Chur- 


{ 
i 
| 
i 
i 
| 
4 
i 


From Evansville, by Newburg, Lee, Boonville, || 
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From Greencastle, by Russellville, Waveland, 


| and Jacksonville, to Covington. 


From Greencastle, by Putnamville, Cataract, 
and Cuba, to Spencer. 

From Greenfield, by Mount Comfort, German- 
town, Lawrence, Millersville, and Broad Ripple, 


| to Augusta. 


From Greenfield, by Harrington, Columbus, 
Pendleton, and Mendon, to Eden, in Hancock 
county. 

From Greensburg, by Millhousen, Napoleon, 
Delaware, North Hogan, Manchester, Wright’s 


i Corners, Lawrenceburg, Elizabethtown, Ohio, 


Cleve’s, Dry Ridge, and Cheviot, to Cincinnati. 

From Greensburg, by Kingston, Spring Hill, 
Williamstown, and Moscow, to Milroy. 

From Greensburg, by Clifty, Hartsville, Hope, 
and Newbern, to Columbus. 

From Greensburg to Rushville. 

From Hagerstown, by Dalton, Lorentiville, 
Hewitt’s, Windsor, Parker, Fairview, and Quin- 
cy, to Camden. 

ids Hagerstown, by Unionsport, to Macks- 
ville. 

From Hamilton, by Richland, York, Clear 
Lake, Camden, to Reading, Michigan. 

From Hartford by the most direet road to War- 
ren. 

From Harrisen, by Logan, Kelso, New Alasco, 


i! and Cork, to North Elogan. 


From Huntington, by the Plank road, to Lib- 
erty Mills. 

From Huntington, by Maysville, Warren, 
Montpelier, Blackford, and Granville, to Mann- 
cietown. 

From Huntington, by Tracy, Murray, Bluffton, 
Nottingham, Pennville, New Mount Pleasant, 
Deerfield, Mount Holly, Hill Grove, (Ohio,) and 
Mount Heron, to Greenville. 

From Indianapolis, by New Bethel, Pleasant 
View, Brandy wine, Shelbyville, St. Omer, Greens- 
burg, Herman, Cook, Guilford, and Lawrence- 
burg, to Cincinnati, Ohio. - 

From Indianapolis, by Bridgeport, Plainfield, 
Cartersburg, Bellville, Clayton Pecksburg, Mor- 
risville, Cincinnatus, Coatsville, Greencastle, Put- 
namville, Manhattan, Reelsville, Harmony, Bra- 
zil, Stanton, Van Buren, and Cloverland, to Terre 
Haute 

From Indianapolis, by Castleton, Noblesville, 
Cicero, Arcadia, Shieldville, Tipton, Sharpsville, 
Kokomo, Pleasant Spring, Wawpecong, and 
Palos, to Peru. 

From Indianapolis, by Zionsville, Whitestown, 
Lebanon, Thornton, Colfax, Clark’s Hill, and 
Baker’s Corners, to La Fayette. 

From Indianapolis, by Southport, Greenwood, 
Worthville, Franklin, Amity, Edinburg, Taylors- 
ville, Columbus, Elizabethtown, Gannonsville, 
Scipio, Greenville, Vernon, Dupont, and North 
Madison, to Madison. 

From Indianapolis, by Broad Ripple, Carmel, 
Eagletown, Boxley, Normando, and Alto, to 
Kokomo. 

From Indianapolis, by Augusta, Eagle Village, 
Northfield, Kirk’s Cross Roads, Michigantown, 
Middlefork, Burlington, Carroll, and Deer Creek, 
to Logansport. 

From Indianapolis, by Greenfield, Knights- 
town, Raysville, Lewisville, Dublin, Cambridge, 
Efist Germantown, and Eaton, Ohio, to Dayton. 

From Indianapolis, by Clermont, Brownsburg, 
Pittsboro’, Jamestown, New Ross, and Mace, to 
Crawfordsville. 

From Indianapoiis, by Mooresville, to Mon- 
rovia. 

From Indianapolis, by Hampton, Danville, 
New Winchester, New Maysville, Bainbridge, 
Portland Mills, Rockville, and Armiesburg, to 
Montezuma. 

From Indianapolis, by Olive, Glenn’s Valley, 
Far West, Martinsville, and Bryant’s Creek, to 
Bloomington. 

From Indianapolis, by Sugar Creek, Kinder, 
Davisville, Morristown, and Beech Grove, to 
Rushville. 

From Jasper, by Ferdinand and Fulda, to 
Troy. 

From Jasper, by Alfordville, to Mount Pleas- 
ant, 

From Jasper, by Huntingburg, Dale, Gentry- 
ville,and Oakland, to Rockport. 

From Jerome, by West Liberty, Balis, and 
WNibloe’s, to Alexandria. 
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From Jeffersonville, by Hamburg, Vienna, || 
Newry, Seymour, Rockford, Jonesville, Waynes- j 
ville, Wailsboro’, and Columbus, to Edinburg. 

From Canelton to Anderson. 

From Kirk’s Cross Roads, by Frankfort, Kil- H 
more, Rossville, and Prince William, to Delphi. . 

From Kirk’s Cross Reads, by Boxley and Ci- 
cero, to Strawtown. 

From Knightstown, by Carthage, Morristown, 
and Freeport, to Shelbyville. | 

From Knightstown, by Spiceland, Greensboro’, | 
Cadiz, Mechanicsburg, and Ovid,to Anderson. 

From Knox to River. i 

From Laconia, by Elizabeth, Corydon, New || 

t 


Salisbury, Bradford, Greenville, Mount Eden f 


Church, and Martinsburg, to Pekin. 
From Lafayette, by Americus, Delphi, and 


From Logansport, by Amsterdam, Burnett’s 
Creek, Monticello, Manen, Cathcart, White Post, 


i| Pleasant Grove, Rensselaer, and Brook, to fro- 
i! quois, Flinois. 


From Logansport, by Metea, Fulton, Roches- 
ter, Sidney, Piymoath, Fairmount, Lakeville, 


From Lock’s Station, by Bowdishe’s Mills and 
Brighton, to Mongoquinong. 
From Logansport, by Spring Creek, Twelve 


to North Manchester. 


t A 
ii From Logansport, by Lewisburg, Peru, Wa- | 
i 


bash, Lagro, Huntington, Mahon, Roanoke, and 
Aboite, to Fort Wayne. 
From Logansport, by Blue Grass, Kerwanna, 


‘| and Aubbenaubee, to Yellow River. 


Lockport, to Logansport. 

From Lafayette, by Rossville, Steam Mills, 
Middle Fork, Russiaville, Richardsville, New 
London, and Alto, to Kokomo. 

From Lafayette, by Independence, Williams- | 
port, Rainesville, and Oxford, to Iroquois, Hlinois. | 

From Lafayette, by Poolsville, Independence, 


Williamsport, and Rainesville, to Oxford. i 


From Lafayette, by Covington, Terre Haute, 
Point Commerce, Bloomfield, Newburg, and Pe- 
tersburg, to Evansville. 

From Lafayette, by Attica, Poland, Covington, 


From Logansport, by Cornucopia, to Camden. 
From Logansport, by Kewanna and Barber’s, 
| to Laporte. 


if 
| 

i From Logansport, by Royal Centre and Two 
i 


Mile Prairie, to Winnamac. . 

From Logansport, by Amsterdam, Burnett’s 
Creek, and Monticello, to Reynolds. 

From Logansport, by Perrysburg, Gilead, Lake- 
ton, Manchester, Millersburg, Liberty Mills, 
| Springfield, Columbia, Papano, Cold Spring, Wolf 
| Lake, and Port Mitchell, to Albion. 


Lodiville, Montezuma, and Numa, to Terre 
Haute. 
From Lafayette, by Monticello, Winnamac, 
North Bend, and Plymouth, to Niles, Michigan. 
From Lafayette, by Dayton, Wyandotte, Win- 
ship’s Mills, and Jefferson, to Frankfort. 
From Lafayette, by Rensselaer, and Morocco, | 
to Momence, Illinois. | 
From La Grange, by Angola, Metz, and Spring | 
Lake, to West Unity, Ohio. ! 
From La Grange to Lima. i 
From La Grange to Goshen, | 
From La Grange, by Utah, Pashawn, Middle- | 


bury, and F'orest Grove, to Goshen. ii 


From La Grange by Fiy Creek, Brushy Prairie, | 


Flint, Angola, Sandy Ridge, and Metz, to Spring || 


Lake. 

From Lagro, ,by North Manchester, Liberty 
Mills, Collamer, South Whitley, Clear Spring, | 
and Farmer’s, to Warsaw. 

From Lagro, by New Holland, Mount Etna, 
and Warren, to Camden, | 

From Laporte, by Kingsbury and Union Mills, | 
to Bigelow’s Mills. | 
From Laporte to Plymouth. 


From Laporte, by Dorr Village, West Ville, I 


Valparaiso, Deep River, Crown Point, St. John, | 


Endor, Hlinois, Crete, and Rich, to Richville. if 


From Laporte, by Kankakee, West York, and | 
Blissville, to Plymouth, i 

From Laurel, by Orange, Steel’s, Groves, and | 
Falmouth, to Bentonville. 

From Laurel, by Stip’s Hill, to Clarksburg. 

From Lawrenceburg, by Aurora, Rising Sun, | 
Grant’s Creek, Patriot, Mlorence, Log Lick, Ve- 
vay, Morefield, Home,and Buena Vista, to Mad- 
ison. 

From Lawrenceburg, by Aurora, Wilmington, ; 
Moor'’s Hill, Ouer Village, Butlervilie, Vernon, : 
Six Mile, Valley Town, Brownstown, Lawrence- | 
port, Washington, and Berryville, to Vincennes. | 

From Lawrenceburg, by Wilmington, Dills- į 


borough, Hart’s Mills, Cross Plains, Barbers- | 
i} 


ville, Canaan, and Millard, to Madison. ! 
From Lawrenceburg, by Wilmington, Hart- į 


ford, Coopersville, Aberdeen, Allensville, Jack- | 


sonville, and Mount Sterling, to Vevay. ited 
From Lawrenceburg, by Guilford, Yorkville, 
New Alsace, Herman, and Way, to Oldenburg. 
From Leavenworth, by Fredonia, Nebraska, 
Leopold, Derby, Rome, Camellton, Troy, Ander- ! 
son River, and New Hope, to Rockport. | 
From Leavenworth, by Magnolia, Sterling, 


and Worth, to Jasper. i 


From Lexington, by New Frankfort and Al- 


From Lebanon, by Elizaville, to Kirk’s Cross 


Roads. : 
From Lebanon, by Jamestown, to Danville. 


From Liberty, by Clifton, Abington, Centre- | 


: i 
ville, and Bloomingport, to Winchester. ; 


From Lima to Sturgis, Michigan. i: 


From Linden, by Locust Grove, New Rich- . 


~ i 
mond, Sugar Grove, and Shawnee Mound, to ;; 


Shawnee Prairie. 


| 
VE 
pha, to Paris. . i 
| 
| 
| 


ville, Palmyra, 


Pleasant, Washington, Zanville, and Berrysviile, 
to Vincennes. 


| 

| 

| New Marion, Versailles, Otter Village, Napoleon, 
| and Smyrna, to Greensburg. 

| From Madison, by Bryansburg, New Marion, 
| Versailles, and Otter Village, to Napoleon. 


i From Madison, by Kent, Lancaster, Neel’s | 


' Creek, and Graham, to Paris. 

i From Madison to Cincinnati. 

From Madison, by South Hanover, Swanville, 
| Lexington, and Oregon, to Charleston. 


| Chickasaw, to New Bremen. 

| From Marion to Montpelier. 

| From Marion, by Miér, Ivy, Santa Fé, and 
| Leonda, to Logansport. 


| From Marion, by Price and Mount Etna, to | 


| Huntington. 

| From Marion, by America, to Lagro. 

From Marion to San Jacinto. 

' From Marion, by Walnut Creek, to Blackford. 


i Spencer, Freedom, Point Commerce, Worthing- 
i ton, Fairplay, Bloomfield, Newbury, Owl Prairie, 
| and Bogard, to Washington. 


| From Martinsville, by Centreton, to Moores- 


| : . 
t ville, in Morgan county. 
! 


From Mauckport, by Crisp’s Cross Roads, 
orydon, White Cottage, and Hancock, to 
Fredericksburg. 

From Mauckport, by Laconia, Elizabeth, Cory- 
| don, New Salisbury, Bradford, Greenville, and 
! Martinsburg, to Salem. 
| From Metamora, by Stip’s Hill, to Clarks- 
burg. 

From Mount Vernon, by Thomas’s Mills, 


| 
| Marshall’s Landing, on the west bank of the | 


Great Wabash, and New Haven, Illinois, to 
| Raleigh. 


į porte, to Byron. 


l: From Middletown, by Rich Woods, to Muncie- 


: town. 


! Harrison, and New Corner, to Wheeling. 
From Middlebury to Vistula. 


| From Milton to Cambridge. 


| From Morristown, by Manilla and Cynthiana, 
: to Middletown, 
: From Monrovia, by West Salem, Mill Grove 
Cataract, and Poland, to Bowling Green. ` 
Prom Montpelier to Bluffton. 
From Montezuma to Highland. 
From Montezuma, by Annapolis, Fethany, 
: Russellville, and Parkersburgh, to Ladoga. 


; and North Liberty, to South Bend. 
From Monticello to Oxford. 
From Monticello to Lafayette, 


South Bernd, Notre Dame, and Bertrand, to Niles. i; 


Mile, Perrysburgh, Gilead, Nicona, and Laketon, || 


From Louisville, Kentucky, by Portland, New : 
Albany, Indiana, Floyd, Knobs, Galena, Green- || 
Fredericksburg, Hardinsburg, ` 
Chambersburg, Paoli, Pleasant Valley, Mount ‘| 


From Madison, by Stony Point, Bryansburg, | 


| _ From Marion, by Oak Woods, Walnut Creek, | 
| Jadden, Blackford, Pennville, Jay C. H., Hector, : 
| Fort Recovery, St. Henry, Maria Stein, and ; 


From Martinsville, by White River, Gosport, || 


From Michigan City, by Waterford, and La- || 


From Middletown, by Huffton, Yorktown, i; 


From Monticello, by Winnemac, Onondaga, |; 
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From Moore’s Hill, by Stringtown, to Ver- 
sailles. 

From Muncietown, by Sharon, Albany, Fair- 
view, Half Way, Mount Pleasant, Jay C. H., 
Bear Creek, New Corydon, and Skeel’s Cross 
Roads, to Willshire, 

From Muncietown, by Smithfield, Windsor, 
Macksville, Winchester, Bartona, and Darke, to 
Greenville. 

From Muncietown, by Jery’s C. H., and New 
Corydon, to Willshire, Ohio. 

From Muncietown, by Pleasant Wood, Alex- 
andria, and New Lancaster, to Tipton. 
j| From Muncietown, by Granville, Blackford, 
1; Montpelier, Bluffton, Orienta, to Fort Wayne. 
| From Nashville, by Bean Blossom and Mount 
i Moriah, to Edinburgh. 

From New Albany, by Bennettsville, New 
Providence, Pekin, Harristown, Salem, Camp- 
bellsburg, Leipsic, Orleans, Woodland, Juliet, 
Bedford, Harrodsburg, Bloomington, Crawfords- 
ville, Lafayette, Battle Ground, Brookston, Rey- 
i nolds, and River, to Michigan City. 

From New Albany, by Georgetown, New Salis- 
bury, Barren, Milltown, Marengo, Mount. Pros- 
j pect, Wickliffe, Dimey Hill, and Celestine, to 
Jasper. 

From New Albany, by Knob Creek and Thomas ` 
Strong’s, to Elizabeth. 

From New Albany, by Bridgeport, Elizabeth, 
and Laconia, to Mauckport. 

From New Albany, by Lanesville, to Corydon. 
: From Richmond, by Dover, Webster, Wil- 
| liamsburg, Economy, Blountsville, and New Bur- 
lington, to Muncietown. 

From New Castle, by Cadiz, Mechanicsburg, 
' Huntersville, and New Columbus, to Pendleton. 
; From New Castle, by Dan Webster, Ashland, 
| Rogersville, and Luray, to Muncietown. 

From New Castle, by Sulphur Springs, Mid- 
i| dletown, to Chesterfield. 

|| From Noblesville, by Cicerotown and Shields- 
{| ville, to Tipton. 

(| From Norristown, by Manilla and Cintha, to 
Middletown. 

From New Garden, by Whitewater, Bethel, 
Republican, Spartansburg, German, and Tampico, 
to Greenville. 

From Newtown, by Shawnee Prairie, Inde- 
pendence, and Pine Village, to Oxford. 

From Ogden, by Spiceland, to Greensboro’. 
| From Orleans to Paoli. 

From Otter Village, by Zenas and Brewersville, 
|| to Scipio. 

| From Owensville to Mount Carmel. 

|| _ From Oxford, by Catalpa Grove, Carpenter’s 
Creek, to Rensselaer. 

ii From Paoli, by Prospect, to Natchez. 

‘| From Paoli, by French Lick, Davis’s Creek, 
Ludlow, Haysville, Jasper, Ireland, White Oak 
Grove, and Delectable Hiil, to Petersburg. 

From Paoli, by Valeene, Varengo, Pilot Knob, 
and Fredonia, to Leavenworth. 

From Pendleton, by Clarksville, Noblesville, 
Westfield, Eagletown, and Northfield, to Lebanon. 

From Peru, by Santa Fé, to Bexar. 

From Petersburg, by Dongola, McCutchenville, 
| and Oakdam, to Evansville. 

‘| From Petersburg, by Winslow, Lynnville, and 
|} Hartsboro’, to Boonville. 

From Perry, by Butler, Auburn, De Kalb, Tay- 
lor’s Corners, Hamilton, Pleasant Lake, Angola, 
Fremont, Crooked Creek, Kinderhook, and Ovid, 
to Coldwater. 

i From Pern, by Chili, Paw Paw, Nicanya, Lodi, 
|| Claypool, Warsaw, Manoquit, Leesburg, Mill- 
i) ford , New Paris,and Waterford Mills, to Goshen, 
i] From Pittsburg, by Mount Jefferson, to Mon- 
ticello. 

| From Pleasant View, by London, to Manwar- 
‘| ings. 

From Plainfield, by Spring Valley and Moores- 
ville, to Monrovia. 

From Plymouth to Knox. 

From Point Commerce, by Wright, to Sullivan. 
; From Point Commerce, by Middlebury, to 
| Bowling Green. 
| From Poland to Reelsville. 
| From Portland Mills, by Russellville, to Wave- 
| land. 

From Portland Mills, by Parksville, to Bruin’s 
1; Cross Roads. . 

From Prairieville, by Loramie and Concord, to, 
! Romney. 
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From Princeton, by Kirk’s Mills, Union, Buena 


Vista, Petersburg, and Kinderhook, to Washing- 
ton. 

From Princeton, by Marsh Creek, Owensville, 
Cynthiana, Poseyville, New Harmony, and Far- 
meraville, to Mount Vernon, 

From Putnamville, by Cataract, Spencer, 
Whitehall, and Stanford, to Springville. 

From Reynolds, by Monticello, to Plymouth. 

From Richmond, by Washington and Hagers- 
town, to Newcastle. 

From Richmond, by Chester, New Garden, and 
Lynn, to Winchester. 

From Richmond, by Dover, Webster, Wil- 
Hamsburg, and Economy, to Blountsville. 

From Richmond, by Abington,Clifton, Browns- 
ville, Liberty, Dunlapsville, and Fairfield, to 
Brookville. 

From Rising Sun, by Hartford, Guionsville, 
Dillsborough, Farmer’s Retreat, Hart’s Mills, 
and Elrod, to Versailles. 

From Rochester, by Akron, Meredith Mills, 
Bloomingburg, Beaver Dam, and Palestine, to 
Warsaw. 

From Rochester, by Green Oak, Perrysburgh, 
Mexico, Peru, Reserve, Somerset, and Jalapa, to 
Marion. 

From Rochester, by Indian Field and Monte- 
rey, to Winnamac. 

From Rochester, by Mill Ark and Akron, to 
Gilead. 

From Rochester, by Mill Ark, Troy, Wesley, 
Gilead, Niconza, and Owen, to Wabash. 

From Rochester, by Wesley, Beaver Dam, 
Palestine, Warsaw, Menoquet, Leesburg, Mil- 
ford, and Jackson, to Goshen. 

From Rockport, by Enterprise, French Island, 
and Yankeetown, to Newburg. ` 

From Rockville, by Annapolis, Delta, Sylva- 
nia, Howard, Lodiville, and Headley ’s Hills, to 
Covington. 

From Root, by Massillon, East Liberty, and 
Tully, Ohio, to Van Wert. 

From Rushville, by Orange, Columbia, and 
Neel’s Mills, to Connersville. 

From Rushville, by Smelser’s Mills, Steel’s, 
Groves, Falmouth, Longwood, Connersville, Al- 

uina, Dunlapsville, and Bellingville, to Oxford, 
hio. 

From Rushville, by Smelser’s Mills, Melrose, 
Falmouth, Groves, Steel’s, Longwood, Conners- 
ville, Olquina, Dunlapsville, Billingsville, and Con- 
treras, to Oxford, Ohio. 

From Rushville, by New Salem, Anderson- 
ville, Laurel, Metamora, Brookville, Cedar Grove, 
New Trenton, Braysville, Harrison, Ohio, Dry 
Fork, Miami, Dent, and Cheviot, to Cincinnati. 

From Rushville, by Farmington and Steele’s, 
to Connersville. 

From Rushville, by Hannegan, Carthage, 
Westland, Greenfield, Hervey, Alfont, Woodbu- 
ry, Walpole, and Ohio, to Noblesville. 

From Salem, by Canton, New Philadelphia, 
and Vienna, to Lexington. 

From Salem, by Kossuth, Walnut Ridge, Mill- 
port, Velonia, Brownstown, Valley Farm, and 
Cartland, to Rockford. 

From Salem, by New Retreat, Livonia, Clays- 
ville, and Lost River, to Orleans. 

From Salem, by Texas, Leesville, Heltonville, 
and Fairfax, to Bloomington. 

From Shelbyville, by Franklin, to Hensley. 

From Scaffold, Prairie, by Wright, to Sullivan. 

From Selma, by Albany and Niles, to Mont- 
pelier. 

From Shelbyville, by Noah, Greenfield, Eden, 
Mendon, and Pendleton, to Huntsville. 

From Smithfield, by Albany and James Ran- 
som’s, to Montpelier. 

From South Hanover, by Saluda, New Wash- 
ington, and Polk Run, and McGee’s, to Charles- 
ton. 

From St. Omer, by Sulphur Hill, Winterrowd, 
and Flat Rock, to Columbus. 

From Steele’s, by Orange, New Salem, Rich- 
land, Clarksburg, and Kingston, to Greensburg. 
From Stilesville, by Wadesville, to Gosport. 

From Strawtown, by Perkinsville, Pipe Creek, 
Alexandria, Summitsville,Grant, and Jonesboro’, 
to Marion. 

From Strawtown, by West Kinderhook, to 
Tipton. j 

From Tipton, by Windfall, Jerome, Hima, and 
Summerset, to Wabash. l 


From Tipton, by Windfall City, to Wabash. 

i From Terre Haute, by Roseville, Rockville, 
| Bruin’s Cross Roads, Waveland, and Burne’s 
i Valley, to Crawfordsville. 

| From Terre Haute to Lewis. 3 

| From Terre Haute, by Numa, Clinton, Lock, 
Clinton, Highland, Newport, Eugene, Perryville, 
| Covington, Portland, Rob Roy, Attica, Shawnee 
Prairie, and West Point, to Lafayette. 

From Terre Haute, by Fruit Hill, Bridgetown, 
Mansfield, and Medellin, to Portland Mills. 

From Terre Haute, by Poplar Hill, Maurius, 
Sullivan C. H., and New Lebanon, to Carlisle. | 

From Terre Haute, by Riley, Lewis, Coffee, 
Worthington, and Point Commerce, to Hobbie- | 
ville. 

From Troy to Worth. 

From Union City, by Recovery, Macedon, and j 
Celina, Ohio, to St. Mary’s. 

From Valparaiso, by Tassinong Grove, to | 
Wequioc. 

From Vernon, by Cherry Valley, Zenas, 
Wesport, and Cobb’s Fork, to Greensburg. 

From Vernon, by New Centreville, Montgom- | 
ery, Paris, State, Cana, Newry, New Farming- 
ton, and Dudleytown, to Brownstown. 

From Vevay, by Mount Sterling, Jacksonville, 
Rutherford, Bennington, Pleasant, Cross Plains, 
and Olean, to Versailles. 

From Vevay, by Craig and Indian Kentuck, to 
Madison. 

From Vienna, by Lexington, Swanville, and 
South Hanover, to Madison. 

From Vincennes, by West Union, Carlisle, 
Merom, Greysville, Turman’a Creek, Prairie 
Creek, and Prairietown, to Terre Haute. 

From Vincennes, by Bruceville, Maria Creek, 
Edwardsport, Black Creek, and Linton, to Fair- 

lay. 
R From Wabash, by Laketon, to Warsaw. 
From Wabash, by La Fontaine, America, and 
| Zion, to Marion. 


rome, to Tipton. 

From Washington, Petersburg, New State 
Road, and Vanderburg, to Evansville. 

From Washington, by Petersburg, to Princeton. 

From Washington, by Aysville, Roylesville, 
Keck’s Church, Mountain Spring, Silverville, and 
Fayetteville, to Bedford. 

rom Warsaw, by Oswego, Cromwell, Ligo- | 
nier, Noble Iron Works, Haw Patch, and Ring- 
gold, to La Grange. 

From White Hall, by Deer, to Point Commerce. 

From White Post, by Saltillo, Pleasant Grove, 
Rensselaer, Brook, Iroquois, Ilinois, to Kanka- 
kee Depot, on the Illinois Central Railroad. 

From Whitley, by Hecla and. Cold Springs, to 
Wolf Lake. 

From Whitley, by Summit, Pierceton, War- 
saw, Oran, Camp Creek, and Bourbon, to Ply- 
mouth. | 

From Whitley C. H., by Thorncreek, to Al- | 
bion. 

From Williamsburg to New Garden. | 

From Winnamac, by Medarysville, to Saltillo. 

From Williamsport, by West Lebanon and 
Baltimore, to Covington. 

From Wolf Lake, by Wilmot, Boydston’s 
Mills, and Oswego, to Leesburg. 


Illinois. From Albion, by New Massillon and | 
| Enterprise, to Salem, Marion county. 

From Alton, by Newbern, Grafton, Deer Plain, | 
News, Monterey, Harden, Gilead, and Ham- 
burg, to Bellview. 

From Alton, by Upper Alton, Edwardsville, 
Marine, Highland, Jamestown, and Shoal Creek, | 
| to Carlyle. 

From Alton, by Ridgely, Paddock’s Grove, 
and Old Ripley, to Greenville. 

From Appleton, by Mount. Hawkins, Pinck- | 
neyville, Galum, and Carnent’s Prairie, to Steel’s | 

ills. 

| From Athens, by Yankee Hill, Walker's 
| Grove, Quiver, and Liverpool, to Canton. 
From Aurora, by Sugar Grove, Big Rock, Lit- 
| tle Rock, Somonauk, Ross Grove, Shabbaney’s | 
| Grove, Van Buren, East Paw Paw, Paw Paw: 
| Grove, Lee Centre, and China, to Dixon. 


| to Grouse. l 
From Belvidere, by Beaver, Roscoe, Harrison, | 
Washburn, Lincoln, Harvard, Rock Run, Buena | 


| From Wabash, by Somerset, Xenia, and Je- || 


From Batavia, by Blackbury and Kanesville, | 


| Town Timber, to 


i Vista, M’Connell’s Grove, Louisa, Warren, and 


Gratiot, to Shullsburg. 

From Belvidere, by Genoa, Sycamore, Lost 
Grove, Swan Grove, and Sononauk, to Ottawa. 

From Belvidere, by Caledonia Station, Beloit, 
(Wisconsin,) Bass Creek; Foxville, Evansville, 
and Oregon, to Madison. 

From Beilville, by Fayetteville, Mud Creek, 
Marissa, Sparta, Grand Cote Prairie, Pinckney- 
ville, Nine Mile Prairie, Duquoin, lowa, and 
Little Muddy, to Mount Hopkins. 

From Bethel, by Concord and Arenzville, to 
Beardstown. 

From Bloomington, by Pekin, Canton, Ma- 
comb, Carthage, and Warsaw, Ilinois, to Keo- 
kuk, Iowa. 

From Bloomington, by Westwood, Eureka, 
Woodford, and Matamoras, to Spring Bay. 

From Bloomington, by Roger’s Farm, Padua, 
Senex, Cheney’s Grove, Sodom, Loda Station, 
Point Pleasant, North Fork, Jordan, and Pools- 
ville, to Lafayette. 

From Bloomington, by Atlanta, Postville, 
Springfield, Lick Creek, Chatham, Auburn, 
Verdon, Girard, Prairie Station, Carlinville, 
Plainview, Macoupin, Shipman, Brighton, and 
Godfrey, to Alton. 

Fyrom Bloomington, by Kickapoo and Old 

Ch eney ’s Grove. 

From Bloomington, by Delta, Le Roy, Santa 
Anna, and Mahomet, to Urbana. 

From Buffalo Grove, by Brookville, White 
Oak Grove, and Crane’s Grove, to Freeport. 

From Brighton, by Piasa, Fidelity, Rhoda’s 
Point, Rockbridge, Fayette, Greenfield, Athens- 
ville, and Zion, to Jacksonville. 

From Brookville, by Buffalo Grove, Barclay, 
and Genesee Grove, to Clyde. 

From Cairo, by Santa Fe, Thebes, and J. EB. 


+ McCrete’s, to Jonesborough. 
g 


From Cairo, by Smithland, Santa Fe, Thebes, 
and Thompson’s Ferry, to Clear Creek Landing. 

From Caledonia, by Valley Forge, Unity, and 
Santa Fe, to Commerce. 

From Caledonia Station, by Precinct, Poplar 
Grove, Park’s Corners, Burton’s Corners, South 
Grove, Wisconsin, and Darien, to Delavan. 

From Cairo to Charleston, Missouri. 

From Carlinville, by Edwardsville, to Collins- 
ville. 

From Carlinville, by Honey Point, Shirleyville, 
Hillsboro’, Francisco, Hurricane, Vandalia, and 
Foster, to Salem. 

From Carlinville, by Moultonville, Mount Olive, 
Prairie Farm, Staunton, Toluca, Alhambra, Ma- 
rine, and St. Jacob, to Lebanon. 

From Carlyle, by Crooked Creek, Centralia 
Station, and Walnut Hill, to Mount Vernon. 

From Carlyle, by Germantown and Looking 
Glass, to Mascoutah. 

From Carlyle, by Beaver Creek, Greenville, 
Elm Point, and Bear Creek, to Hillsboro’, 

From Carmi, by Burnt Prairie, Fairfield, New 
Franklin, and Hickory Hill, to Salem. 

From Carmi, by McLeansboro’, to Benton. 

From Carthage to Nauvoo. 

From Carthage, by McGary’s, Pilot Grove, La 
Harpe, and Blandinsville, to Muddy Lane. 

From Cass, by Barber’s Corners, Dupage, and 
Wheatland, to Oswego. ` 

From Channahon, by Kankakee, Wilmington, 
Rockville, and Bourbanuise, to Momence. 

From Charleston, by Gruel’s Lake, Fork, Mon- 
ticello, and Mount Pleasant, to Bloomington, 

From Charleston, by Ashby, Martinsville, 
Melrose, and Sacton, to York. 

From Charleston, by Westfield, Margaretta, 
and Dolson, to Marshall. 

From Charleston, by Hermitage, Bourbon, and 
Monticello, to Clinton. 

From Charleston, by St. Omer, Oakland, Bushy 
Fork, and Upper Embarrass, to Urbana. 

From Charleston, by Arno’s Station, Fuller’s 
Point, and Sullivan, to Decatur. 

From Charleston, by Long Point, to Tentop- 
olis. 

From Charleston, by Sullivan, to Decatur. 

From Charleston, by Olney, New Massillon, 
Albion, and Grayville, to New Harmony, Indiana. 

From Chittanden, by Little Muddy and Osage, 
to Fredonia. 

From Chatham, by Lick Creek, Waverly, Lo- 
cust Spring, Cummington, and Hoover’s Point, 
to Carlinville. 
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From Chester, by Steele’s Mills, Sparta, Elk- 
horn, Nashville, Richview, Walnut Hill, and 
Mount Zion, to Salem. 

From Chester, by Jones’s Creek, Murphys- 
oe Urbane, Toledo, Jonesboro’, and Unity, to 

airo. 

From Chester, by Kaskaskia, Prairie de Roche, 
Waterloo, and Columbia, to St. Louis. 

From Clinton, by Waynesville, to Atlanta. 

From Clinton, by Waynesville, Newcastle, Em- 
inence, and Big Prairie, to Delavan. 

From Clyde to Union Grove, in Whitesides 
county, 

From Columbus, by Houston, Elm Grove, 
Huntsville, and Brooklyn, to Doddsville. 

From Cottage Hill, by Addison and Blooming- 
dale, to Ringgold. 

From Clermont, by Stringtown and St Mary’s, 
to Newton. 


From Chili, by Northfield and Kossuth, to 


Warsaw. 

From Carrollton, by White Hall, Breeze, and 
Glasgow, to Winchester. 

From Carrollton, by Apple Creek, Druses, 
Benford , Montezuma, Milton, and Lima, to Pitts- 
field. 

From Carrollton, by Pioneer, Bluffdale, Bissell, 
Belleview, Pleasant Hill, Atlas, Rockport, and 
Pleasant Vale, to Kinderhook. 

From Carrollton, by Letcherville, Greenfield, 
Fayette, and Chesterfield, to Carlinville. 

from Chicago, by Jefferson and Maine, to West 
Wheeling. 

From Chicago, by Bridgeport, Brighten, Sum- 
mit, Willow Springs, and Des Plains, to Lamonte. 

From Chicago, by Waukepan, Kenosha, and 
Racine, to Milwaukie, Wisconsin. 

From Chicago, by Jefferson, Niles, West 
Northfield, Wheeling, Halfday, Libertyville, 
Warrenton, Waukegan, Willington, Otsego, Ke- 
nosha, Wisconsin, Racine, and Oak Creek, to 
Milwaukie. 

From Chicago, by Lyons, Lyonsville, Cash, 
Littlecash, Long John, Plainfield, Plattville, Lis- 
bon, Holderman’s Grove, and Norway, to Ottawa, 

From Chieago, by Worth, Mokena, New Len- 
ox, Joliet, Sandy Ridge, Morris, Marseilles, Ot- 
tawa, Utica, La Salle, Peru, Tiskilwa, Sheffield, 
Genesse, and Moline, to Rock Island. 

From Chicago, by Noysville, College Hill, Bab- 
cock’s Grove, Danby, Wheaton, Winfield Junc- 
tion, Wayne, Clintonville, Elgin, Rutland, Hunt- 
ley’s Grove, Union, Marengo, Garden Prairie, 
Belvidere, Cherry Valley, Rockford, Pecatonica, 
Freeport, Eleroy, Lena, Louisa, Nora, Warren, 
Scales Mound, Council Hill, Galena, Menomonee, 
and Dunleith, to Dubuque. 

From Chicago, by Batavia, Aurora, Oswego, 
Bristol, Plano, Somonoc Depot, Earlville, Men- 
dota, La Salle, Tonica, Weenona, Minonk, Pin- 
olo, Kappa, Hudson, Bloomington, Wapellah, 
Clinton, Maroas, Decatur, Macon, Moadwequa, 
Tacusah, Pena, Temorah, Oconee, Vandalia, Pa- 
toka, Sandoval, Centralia, Richview, Dubois, 
Duquoin, Desoto, Makanda, Jonesboro’, and 
Ullin, to Cairo. 


From Chicago, by Ridgeville, New Frier, Port | 


Clinton, and Oak Hill, to Waukegan. 

From Chicago, by Thornton, Station, Rich, 
Monee, Manteno, Kankakee, Depot, Ashkum, 
Onargo, Loda, Pera, Rantoul, Urbanna, Peso- 
tum, Neoga, Arno, Okaw, Wehunka, Edgwood, 
Farina, Tanti, and Odin, to Centralia. 

From Chicago, by Geneva, Blackberry, De 
Kalb Centre, Jefferson Grove, Lane, Dixon, Ster- 
ling, Como, Union Grove, Fulton, Lyons, lowa, 
and Tipton, to Iowa City. Su? oe: 

From Danville, by Pilot, Higginsville, T'en 


Mile Grove, Oliver’s Grove, and Avoca, to Pon- | 


tiac. 

From Decatur, by Sullivan, Cochran ’s Grove, 
Big Spring, and Ewington, to Wehunka Station. 

From Decatur, by Hopewell, 
Hermitage, Neoga Station, Oakland, and Embar- 
rass Point, to Paris. 

From Decatur to N. M. Brown’s. 

From De Kalb Centre, by Broadie’s Grove, 
Jefferson Grove, Lafayette Grove, Kyte River, 
Ogle, and Taylor, to Grand de Tour. ' 

From De Kalb Centre, by Lost Grove, Line, 
Swinton, New Vigil, and Williamsburg, to De 
Kalb Centre. 

From Dixon, by 
Oregon, Byron, Hale, 


Grand de Tour, Nashua, 
New Milford, Elida, Kish- 


Livingston, ! 


waukie, Rockford, Harlem, Roscoe, and Rock- 
ton, to Beloit, Wisconsin. 

From Dixon, by Buffalo Grove, Eagle Point, 
Elk Horn Grove, Rock Creek, Mount Carroll, 
Derinda, and Avery, to Galena. 

From Dundee, by Barrington, Flint Creek, 


Lake Zurich, Gilmer, and Libertyville, to Wau- 


kegan. . 

From Earville, by La Clair, East Paw Paw, 
Paw Paw Grove, Willow Creek, Story, Broadie’s 
Grove, and Lindenwood, to Killbuck. 

From Edwardsville, by Lamb’s Point, Rising 
Sun, Bond’s Point, Taylorsville, and Stonington, 
to Decatur. 

From Empire, by Mount Prospect, Genesee 
Grove, and Milledgeville, to Elkhorn Grove. 

From Erie, by Spring Hill, Jefferson’s Corners, 
Yorktown, Winnebago, Truxton, and Enon to 
Princeton. 

From Elgin, by New Plato, Udina, Pingree, 
Hampshire, and Harmony, to Coral. 

From Elgin, by Dundee, Algonquin, Crystal 
Lake, Elysium, Woodstock, Hartland, Brook- 
dale, Dunham, Chemung, Park’s Corners, and 
Hunter, to Beloit, Wisconsin. 

From Elgin, by Genoa, Wisconsin, to Elk 
Horn. 

From Fairfield, by Marlan’s Grove and Enter- 
prise, to Maysville. 

From Farmington, by Uniontown, Hermon, 
Abingdon, Berwick, Ellison, and Alena, to Hop- 
per’s Mills. 

From Farmington, by Middle Grove, Midway, 
Troy Mills, Saint Augustine, Greenbush, Rose- 
ville, New Lancaster, Ellisonville, Alena, and 
Hopper’s Mills, to Burlington, lowa. 

From Fredericksville, by Browning and Shelden 
Grove, to Astoria. 

From Freeport, by Kirk’s Grove, Yellow 
Creek, Flazzlewood, Kent, Ward’s Grove, and 
Plumb River, to Derinda. 

From Freeport, by Rock Run, Howard, and 
Harrison, to Rockton, 

From Freeport, by Cedarville, Buena Vists, 
McConnellaville,and Oneco, to Monroe, Wiscon- 
sin, and back by Cadey, Winslaw, Illinois, and 
Wadham’s Grove, to Freeport. 

From Freeport, by Eleroy, Lena, and Nora, to 
White Oak Springs, Wisconsin. 

From Freeport, by Mill Grove, Yellow Creek, 
Hardwood, Kent’s, Ward’s Grove, Plum River, 
or Dorinda, to Galena. 

From Freeport, by Jackson, Cherry Grove, 
and Mount Carroll, to Savannah. ' 

From Fulton, by Hemlo, Union Grove, and 
Empire, to Sterling. 

From Fort Wayne, Indiana, by Rochester, 
Rensselaer, Lacon, Illinois, Toulon, New Boston, 
Toolsboro’, lowa, Wapelle, Washington, Os- 
kaloosa, Indianola, and Winterset, to Council 
Bluff. 

From Galena, by Avery, Elizabeth, Derinda, 
and Hanover, to Galena. 

From Galena, by Hanover, Portsmouth, Sa- 
vannah, Argo, Bluffville, Fulton, Albany, Cor- 
dova, Port Byron, and Hampton, to Moline. 

From Galena, by South Hollow, to Dunlieth. 

From Galesburg, by Haw Creek, Maquan, 
Uniontown, and Middletown, to Farmington, 

From Galesburg, by Granate, lonia, Utah, 
Millersburg, Ferdinand, and Drury, to Musca- 
tine. 

From Galesburg, by Centre Point, Henderson, 
Ontario, Heath Land, Andover, and Morristown, 
to Green River. 

From Galesburg to Oquawka. . 

From Galesburg, by Victoria, Lafayette, Tou- 
lon, Elmira, and Osceola, to Tiskilwa. 

From Galesburg to Burlington, lowa. 

From Goleonda, by Big Bay City, to New 
Liberty. 

From Golconda, by J. R. Pott’s, to Brooklyn. 

From Golconda, by Bolton and Sarahsville, to 
Marion. 

From Golconda, by Rock and Broad Oak, to 


(| Vienna. 


From Grayville, by Albion, Parker’s, Fair- 
view, Olney, Newton, and Greenup, to Charles- 
ton. 

From Greenup, by Springville, to Republican. 

From Greenup, by Paradise, to Cochran’s 
Grove. 

From Greenup, by Cedron and Campbell, to 
Charleston. 


| From Havanna, by Quiver, Pilot. Hill, Long 
| Point, and Allen’s Grove, to Delavan. 

| From Hennepin, by Florid, Caledonia, Ox 
i Bow, and Magnolia, to Wenona Station. 

| From Hickory Hill, by Keeneville and Bell 
i Prairie, to Mount Seambare. 

From Henry, by Lone Tree and Arispe, to 
: Tiskilwa._ . 

From Hick’s Mills, De Kalb county, to Cherry 
Valley, Winnebago county. : 

From Hillsboro’, by Woodsbgyo’, Mount 
Kingston, Staunton, Bunker Hill, "and Wood- 
burne, to Shipman. 

From Hutsonville, by Annapolis, to Bell Air. 

From Hutsonville to Elkton. 

From Holly, by Hlinois City, Copper Creek, 
and Eliza, to New Boston. 

From Jacksonville, by New Bethel, Ben. H. 
Page’s, A. H. Calvin’s, Samuel B. Hodges, and 
Turkeytown, to Peter Wagnon’s. 

From Jacksonville, by Sandy, Manchester, 
W hite-hall, Carrollton, Kane, Jerseyville, Delhi, 
and Godfrey, to Alton. 

From Jacksonville, by Indian Creek, Emerald 
Point, Rushawey, Petersburg, and Sweet Water, 
to Middletown. 

From Jacksonville, by Arcadia, to Beardstown. 

From Jacksonville, by Franklin, Waverly, Lo- 
cust Spring, Cummington, and Hoover’s Point, 
to Carlinville. 

From Jefferson, by Leyden Centre and Leyden, 
| to Sagone. 

From Jerseyville, by Jalapa, Letcherville, 
Green feld, Athensville, and Scottsville, to Frank- 
in. 
| From Jerseyville, by Otter Creek, to Grafton. 

From Jerseyville, by Jersey Landing and Port- 
age Des Sioux, to St. Charles, Missouri. 

From Joliet, by Selfridgeville and Channahon, 
to Sandy Ridge. 

From Joliet, by Lockport, to Plainfield. 

From Joliet, by Jackson Creek and Reed’s 
Grove, to Wilmington. 

From Jonesboro’, by 
i tropolis City. ; . f 

From Jonesboro’, by Western Saratoga, Sugar 
Creek, and Bainbridge, to Marion. 

From Junction to St. Charles. 

From Kankakee Depot, by Bloomville, Pierce, - 
and Wallingford, to Green Garden. 

From Kankakee Depot, by Bourbonnais Grove, 
to Rockville. : 

From Kankakee Depot, by Rinosa, Sammon’s 
Point, and Farmer’s Home, to Plato. i 

From Kankakee Depot, by Lamburg and Lime- 
stone, to Horse Creek. à 

From Kankakee Depot, by Momence, to Yel- 
low Head Grove. 

From Kankakee Depot, by Aroma, Mount 
Langum, Democrat, and Courtright’s Mills, to 
Iroquois. 

From Kappa, by West Wood, Eureka, Wood- 
ford, and Matamoras, to Spring Bay. 

From Kappa, by Money Creek, Lexington, 
| Selma, Indian Grove, Avoca, Pontiac, Sunbury, 
New Michigan, Eagle, and Farm Ridge, to Ot- 
tawa. 

From Kaskaskia, by Ruma, Red Bud, and 
Prairie du Long, to Belleville. 

From Kaskaskia, by Ellis Grove, Preston, 
| Risdon, Lewzburg, and Chewing, to Belleville. 

From Keithsburg, in Mercer county, by Pope 
Creek, Hendersonville, to Knoxville. 

From Keithsburg, by Sun Beam, Pope Creek, 
| and Henderson, to Galesburg. 

From Knoxville, by the Fuqua Settlement, 
Robbins’ Farm, Red Oak Grove, and Cambridge 
|! C. H , to Genesee. 

From Knoxville, by Magnon, Fairview, and 
Independence, to Lewistown. 

From Lacon, by Steuben, Lawn Ridge, and 
Valley, to Wyoming. 

From Lacon, by Shane’s Point and Roberts’ 
Point, to Magnolia. 

From Lacon to Weenona Station. 

From La Harpe to Blandinsville. 

From La Salle, by Todd’s Mills, Galloway, 
Reading, Long Point, and Rook’s Creek, to 
Pontiac. 

From La Salle, by Arlington, Lamoille, May 
Hill, Binghampton, Shelburne, and Amboy, to 
| Dixon. 7 

From Lancaster Landing, by Timber, Bruns- 
wick, Farmington, French Creek, Elmore, Lit- 


Cypress Creek, to Me- 
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tletonville, Victoria, Walnut Grove, Bishop Hil, 
and Red Oak, to Cambridge. 

From Lacan to Toulon. 

From Lawrenceville, by Petty’s, Stringtown, 
St. Marie, Newtown, and Rose Hill, to Greenup. 

From Lawrenceville, by Oid Farm, Plat Rock, 
and New Hebron, to Robinson, 

From Lima, by Howardsville, Greenvale, Mill- 
ville, Mount Sumner, and Thatcher, to Baltimore. 

From Lewistown, by Cuba, Fiat, Ellisville, 
and Troy Mills, to St. Augustine. 

From Leyden Centre, by Mainville, Elk Grove, 
Plum, Palatine, and Shaumburg, to Barrington. 

From Lisbon, by Ohio Farm, to Ausable. 

From Louisville to Maysville. 

From Louisville, by Larkinsburg, Hickory 
Creek, and Four-mile Prairie, to Vandalia. 

From Lyons, by Brush Hill, to Downer’s 
Grove. 

From Jonesboro’, by Cane’s Store and Luth’s 
Store, to York. 

From Macomb, by Drowning Fork, Virgil, 
Ellisville, and Fair View, to Farmington, 

From Macomb, by Johnson, Table Grove, and 
Bernadotte, to Lewistown, 

From Macomb, by Drowning Fork, Avon, St. 


Augustine, Warrenton, and Abingdon, to Gales- | 


burg. 


From Macomb, by Burnsville, Swan Creek, 


Roseville, Monmouth, Spring Grove, North Elen- 


į 
derson, Pope Creek, Farlow’s Grove, Preémp- į 


tion, Pleasant Ridge, and Camden, to Rock Isl- 
and. 


From Marengo, by Riley, Ney, Genoa, Syca- |; 


more, De Kalb Centre, LostGrove, Swan Grove, 
Squaw Grove, and Somonauk, to Buck Branch, 
onthe Aurora Extension Railroad. 

From Marengo, by Romeo, Dunham, Big Foot, 


and Walworth, Wisconsin, to Darien. 


Erom Marshall, by Margaretta and Westfield, |; 


to Charleston, 


. ye H 
From Marshall, by Fincastle, to Grand View. |i 


From Marshall, by Salisbury, Campbell, and 
Springville, ta Shelbyville. 

From MeLeansboro’, by Night’s Prairie, Hall, 
and Webb’s Prairie, to Benton, 

From McLeansboro’ to Liberty. 

From McLeansboro’, by Keenville and Bell 
Prairie, to Hickory Hill. 

From McLeansboro’ to Marion. 

From McLeansboro’, by Rector, to Equality. 

From Mautding’s Mills, by Hopkin’s Grove, 
Davis’s Store, and Wiliam L. Brittun’s, to Ben- 
ton. 

From Mendota, by Princeton and Weathers- 
field, to Galesburg. 

From Mendota, by Troy Grove, Ovid, Lee 
Centre, Franklin Grove, Taylor, Daysville, Lee, 
Fitz Henry, Sullwater, and Kishwakie, to Rock- 
ford. 

From Mendota, by Perkin’s Grove, Lamoille, 
and Dover, to Princeton, 

From Mendota, by Troy Grove, to Dimmick. 

From Metropolis City, by Brooklyn, to Padu- 
cah, Kentucky. 


From Marengo, by Delavan, to White Water, | 


Wisconsin. 

From Middleport, by Wool, Quitman, and 
Butler, to Urbana. 

From Middleport, by Milford, Rio, North 
Fork, and Myer’s Mills, to Danville. 

From Middieport, by Milford, Oxford, Brig- 
ham’s Grove, and Montmorency, to Lafayete, 
Indiana. 

From Middleport to the nearest post office on 
the Illinois Central Railroad. 


From Moline, by Brooklyn, Green River, |! 
Penney’s Ferry, Sharon, Spring HiH, Portland, jj 


Prophetstown, and Colema, to Dixon. 

From Moline, by Hampton, Port Byron, Erie, 
Lyndon, Como, Sterling, and Gap Grove, to 
Dixon. 


From Mokena, by Chelsea, Green Garden, | 


Wallingford, Pierce, Bloomville, Bourbonnais, to 
Kankakee Depot. 

From Monmouth, by Denny, Little York, and 
Pope Mills, to New Boston. 

From Monmouth, by Grove Farm and Olena, 
to Hopper’s Mills. 

From Mokena, by Hadley, Gooding’s Green, 
Palos, Orland, to Mokena. 

From Moant Carmel, by New Hope, Albion, 
and Wabash, to Fairfield. 

From Mount Carmel to Princeten, Indiana. 


7 


i From Moant Carmel, by Gard’s Point, Mill 
i, Prairie, Parkersburg, and Fransonia, to Mays- 
ville, 


i 
i 
i 


+ Bon Pas, and Caihoun, to Oiney. 

| Brom Moant Carmel, by Friendsville, Mier, 
l! Ruark, and Olive, to Lawrenceville. 

}) From Mount Carroll to Hanover, 


Howardsville 

From Morris, by Mazon, Clarion, and Fair- 
| mount, to Dwight. 
From Morris, by Lisbon, Halderman’s Grove, 


From Morris, by Lisbon and Newark, to the 


tension Railroad. 


Rock Run, and Rock Grove, to Spring Grove. 
From Monnt Morris to Buffalo Grove. 
From Montezuma to Glasgow. 
_ From Murphysboro’, by Carbondale, to Ma- 
rion. 
l From Naples, by Griggsville, Pittsfield, Barry, 
| and Kinderhook, to Hannibal, Missouri. 
| From Naples, by Meredosia, Arenzville, and 
| Virginia, to Bath, 
: From Naples to Perry. 
From Naperville, by Warrenville, to Wheaton. 
| From New Harmony, Indiana, by McLeans- 
boro’, Benton, Pleasant Shades, Mount Haw- 
i| kins, Pinckneyville, Galum, Steel’s Mills, to 
Chester. 
From Nashville, by Baneysburg, Pinckneys- 
ville, and Vergennes, to Murphysboro’. 


roe, Wisconsin. 

From Nashville, by Richview Station, Blisville, 
Mount Vernon, Black Oak, Mauldin’s Mills, and 
| New Franklin, to Fairfield. 

From Nashville, by Sassafras Hilland Beaman, 
` to Carlyle. 

|i From Niles, by South Northfield, Northfield, 
| Deerfield, and Emmit, to Waukegan, 

| From Noyesville, by Proviso, York Centre, Bo- 
! naparte, Lisle, Warrenville, and Big W oods, to 
| Aurora. 

| From Nauvoo, by Indianola, Pontoosac, Dallas 
| City, Shokokon, Harper’s Mills, Oquawka, 
! Keithsburg, and New Boston, to Millersburg. 

| From Newton, by Willow Hil, Yale, Zero, 
| and Johngon’s Mulls, to Martinsville. 

| From New Haven to Benton. 

| From Olney to Ste. Marie. 

+ From Oquawka, by Keithsburg, New Boston, 
and Millersburg, to Rock Island. 

From Oregon, by Mount Morris, Adeline, and 
Crane’s Grove, to Freeport. 

From Oregon, by Puin’s Point and White Rock, 
to Lindenwood. 

From Ottawa, by Prairie Centre, Ophir, and 
No Grove, to Mendota. 

; From Ouawa, by Dayton, Serena, Northville, 
i Ashbury, and Penfield, to Bristol. 

' From QOuawa, by Norway, Mission Point, 
| Newark, Pavilion, Mansfield, Bristol, Oswego, 
hand Montgomery, to Aurora. 

| Brom Onawa, by Brookfield, Waupousie, and 
| Mason, to Wimington, 

1 

| 


From Oquawka to Burlington, Iowa, 


j Bay. 
| From Palestine, by Robinson, Elkton, Bell Air, 
i and Hazeldell, to Greenup. 

| From Paris to New Goshen. 


Grove, and Wilksboro’, to Bloomington. 
From Pekin, by Spring Lake, to Havana. 
From Pekin, by Dillon and Armington, to 
! Mount Hope. 


Hope, to Waynesville. 
| From Pekin, by Circleville, to Delavan. 


i: to Canton. 
From Peoria, by Washington and Eureka, to 
| Kappa. 


| Partridge Creek, and Crow Creek, to Lacon. 


|! Quincy. 
| From Peoria, by Wesley City, to Groveland. 


ji From Mount Carmel, by Friendsville, Mier, } 
From Mount Carroll, by Pleasant Valley, to | 


Newark, Millington, and Ashbury, to Sandwick. | 
Station east of Lanmenack, on the Aurora Ex- | 


From Mount Morris, by Vanceborough, Ava, | 


From New Evin, by Waddam’s Grove, Mc- ; 
Connell’s Grove, Winslow, and Cady ’s, to Mon- :! 


From Panola Station, by Matamora, to Spring 
From Pekin, by Tremont, Mackinaw, Stout’s | 
From Pekin, by Dillon, Armington, and Mount | 


From Pekin, by Kingston Mines and Timber, | 


From Peoria, by Little Detroit, Spring Bay, 


| From Peoria, by Farmington, Fairview, Ellis- | 
: ville, Macomb, Carthage, Chili, and Mendon, to 


| From Peoria, by Washington, Metamora, Low 
| Point, Washburn, Crow Meadow, Magnolia, 
|) Mount Palatine, Point Republic, Lowell, Tonica 
Station, and Deer Park, to Ottawa. 
‘| From Peoria, by Chillicothe, Lacon, Henry, 
i Hennepin, Florid, and Grandville, to Tonica Sta- 
$ tion, Hlinois Central railroad. 
i| From Peoria, by Morton and Forney, to Con- 
|| cord. 
ji From Peoria, by Mount Hawley, Southamp- 
|| ton, Wyoming, Toulon, Weathersfield, Burns, 
|| Genesee, Sharon, Erie, and Kingsbury, to Fulton, 
|| From Peoria, by Farmington, Fairview, Ellis- 
H ville, Macomb, Argyle, and Carthage, to War- 
il saw. 
From Peru, by Troy Grove, Paw Paw Grove, 
| Shabouches Grove, Cottonville, Bush’s Point, 
and Lacy, to Belvidere. 

From Pittsfield to New London, Missouri. 
| From Pittsfield, by New Hartford, Atlas, and 
| Rockford, to Louisiana. 
| From Pittsfield to Carrollton. 
| From Pittsfield, by Griggsville, Perry, and 
| Chambersburg, to Versailles. 
‘| From Pitsfield, by Martinsburg and Pleasant 
i Hill, to Clarksville. 
From Pittsfield, by Milton, to Montezuma. 
From Plainfield, by Naansey, to Oswego. 
' Brom Pulaski, by Elm Grove, Clayton, Walk- 
iers Neck, Buck Horn, and White Oak Springs, 
ito Perry. 
| From Quincy to Palmyra, Missouri. 

From Quincy, by Ursa Marceline, Lima, 
| Rocky Run, Warsaw, and Hamilon, to Keokuk, 
i; lowa. 

From Quiney, by Payson and Richfield, to 
Barry. 
| From Quincy, by Mendon, Woodville, Chili, 
i| Rough and Ready, Carthage, Webster, Fountain, 
|| Green, Friendship, and Argyle, to Macomb. 
l From Quincy, by Columbus, Camp Point, 
Clayton, Mount Sterling, Versailles, and Mere- 
| dasia, to Jacksonville. 
From Quincy, by Burton, Liberty, Fairweather, 
| Beverly, Belmont, New Salem, New Maysville, 
‘and Griggsville, to Naples. 
|| From Raliegh, by Griswold, to McLeansboro’, 
| From Raleigh, by Bankstown, Independence, 
l| and Somerset, to Elizabethtown. 
| From Raleigh, by H. Garner’s, W, N. Mitch- 
i ell’s, and Thomas Saunder’s, to Marion. 
i From Riley, McHenry county, to Genoa. | 
; From Robinson, by Oblong and Willow Hill, 
to Newton. 
| From Robinson, by Eaton and Anderson, to 
; Marshall. 
From Rockton, by Laona, to Monroe. 
From Rockton, by Harrison and Medina, to 
|! Laona. 
From Rock Island, by Pleasant Ridge, Holly, 
Buffalo Prairie, and Drury, to Muscatine, lowa, 
From Rock Island, by Camden, Prairiefield, 
Richland Grove, Meridian, Oxford, North Prai- 
rie, Henderson, Centre Point, and Galesburg, to 
Knoxville. 
From Rock Island, by Camden Mills, Orion, 
; and Cambridge, to Burn’s. 
' From Rock Island to Davenport, Towa. 
| From Rock Island, by Genesee and Princeton, 
| to Peoria. 
From Rock Island, by Pennsylvania, Orion, 
: Morristown, and Andover, to Cambridge ©. H. 
From Rock Island, by Camden, Pleasant Ridge, 
i and Millersburg, to Keithsburg. 
; From Rushviile, by Camden, Brooklyn, Hunts- 
i; ville, Pulaski, Augusta, Plymouth, St. Mary’s, 
i! Elm Tree. Carthage, Warsaw, and Hamilton, to 
1 Keokuk, lowa. 
|| From Rushville, by Littleton, Doddsville, 
{| Grind Stone, Macomb, and Blandinsville, to Bur- 
ji ington, lowa. 
| From Rushville, by Wilson’s Ferry, to La 
|! Grange Bluff. 
| From Rushville, by Ripley, to Mount Sterling. 
From Rushville, by Astoria, Vermont, Spava, 
Otto, Lewistown, Fulton Centre, Canton, Farm- 


From Salem, by Racoon, Rome, Mount Ver- 
non, Spring Garden, Ewing, Benton, Frankfort, 
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Lake Creek, Marion, Sulphur Springs, Vienn 
and George’s Creek, to Metropolis City. 


i 


From Salem, by Mount Liberty, Bishop’s i: 


Mill, Larkinsburg, and foni, to Ewington. 


From Savanna, by Sabula, Maquoketa, Ana- |) 


mosa, and Marion, lowa, to Cedar Rapids. 
From Shawneetown, by Saline Mines, Marina | 
Furnace, Elizabethtown, Rosinclaire, and Rock | 


From Shawneetown, by Poland, Duncanton, | 


Rattle Snake, McCleansboro’, Palo Alto, Moor’s ij 


Prairie, to Mount Vernon. 
From Shawneetown, by Equality, Raleigh, | 
Dorance, Cave, Benton, Crittenden, Pleasant 


i 
j 
$ 
| 
l 
i 
| 
i 
Quarry, to Goiconda. i 
i 
i 
1 
T 


Shade, Mount Hawkins, Raneysburg, Nashville, |; 


Plum Hili, Akan, and Mascutah, to Belleville. 

From Shawneetown, along the middle road, 
known as the Cypress Road, to David Keasler’s, 
in Gallatin county. 

From Shawneetown, by Crawford, to South 
Hampton. 

From Shawneetown, by Bay Cross Roads, 
MountAiry, Vienna, Mount Pleasant, Jonesboro’, 
and Clear Creek Landing, to Girardeau. 

From Shelbyville, by Stone Coal, Woodlawn, 


boro’. : . | 
From Shelby by Coal Spring, Jericho, and Van ; 


Buren, to Greenville. i 


From Shelbyville, by Cochran’s Grove, Beth- | 
saida, Arno, Charleston, Hitesville, Grand View, | 


Paris, Eldridge, New Market, and St. Mary’s to i! 


Terra Haute. 

From Shelbyville, by Fruit Hill, Cold Spring, 
Beck’s Creek, Bowling Green, and Higgan’s, to | 
Vandalia. 

From Shelbyville, by Ewington and Stringtown, 
to Newton. 

From Sparta, by Steel’s Mills, Bradley, and 
Worthington, to Murphysboro’. | 

From Sparta, by Texas and Red Bud, to Wa- | 
terloo. 

From St. Charles, by King’s Mills, Berkshire, 
Burlington, West Burlington, New Lebanon, 
Genoa, Lacy, Kingston, North Kingston, Blood’s 
Point, and South Prairie, to Cherry Valley. 


Trom St. Charles, by Campton and Ohio Grove, |, 


to Sycamore, ‘ 

From Springfield, by Clear Lake, Mechanics- 
burg, Decatur, Oakley, Cerro Gordo, Monticello, | 
Urbanna, St. Joseph’s, Homer, and Danville, to 
Covington, Indiana. i i 

From Springfield, by Shelbyville, Ewington, 
Stringtown, Newton, St. Marie, and Lawrence- 
ville, to Vincennes, Indiana. 

From Springfield, by Buffalo Heart, Mount 
Pulaski, Clinton, and Dewitt, to Santa Anna, 

From Springfield, by Athens, Petersburgh, Rob- 
inson’s Mill, Bath, and Havanna, to Lewistown. 


From Springfield, by Salisbury, Middletown, |! 
Prairie Creek, Delavan, Dillon, Pekin, Tremont, | 


and Wesley City, to Peoria. 


From Springfield, by Berlin, Orleans, Jackson- ;i 


ville, Bethel, and Exeter, to Naples. 
From Springfield, by Salisbury, Petersburg, 
and Panther Creek, to Beardstown. 


From Springfield, by Richland, Pleasant Plains, | 
_ consin. i 


Lancaster, Virginia, Beardstown, Frederickville, 
and Pleasant View, to Rushville. 


From Springfield, by Rochester, Taylorville, | 
and Prairie Bird, to Shelbyville. H 


From Springfield, by Salisbury, Petersburg, 
Panther Creek, and Chandlersville, to Beardstown. | 
From Spring Hill, by Jefferson’s Corners, York- 


town, Winnebago, Traxton, and Enon, to Prince- li 


ton. 
From Sterling, by Union Grove, to Albany. | 
From Sycamore, by Genoa, Riley, Marengo, 
and Durham, to Walworth, Wisconsin. 
From Sycamore to De Kalb Centre. 


{ 
Pana Station, Audubon, and East Fork, to Hills- |! anc 
|| noistown, to St. Louis. | 
From Vincennes, Indiana, by St. Francisville, i| 


! Hickory, to Millourn. 


|! Pittsfield. 


From Sycamore, by South Grove, to Hick’s | 


Mills. ! 


From Terra Haute, Indiana, by Livingston, i: 


Ilinois, Marshall, Lodi, Martinsville, Casey, | Tanner’s Grove, Willer, Argyle, Fayette, and | 


Greenup, Towertown, Woodbury, Tentopolis, l 


Wehunka Station, Ewington, Freemanton, How- | 
ard’s Point, Cumberland, Vandalia, Mulberry | 
Grove, Greenville, Pocahontas, Highland, St. 
Jacob, Troy, and Collinsville, to St. Louis, Mis- į; 
souri. | 
From Tiskilwa, bv Providence, : 
Barren Grove, Burnsides, Cambridge, East Cam- | 
bridge, Andover, Meridian, Perryton, Millers- į 
burg, and New Boston, to Keithsburg. i 


French Grove, !: 


: win, Marshall, Big Creek, Paris, Bloomfield, 


From Timber, by Brunswick, Farmington, | 


Grove, Bishop Hail, and Red Oak, to Cambridge. 
From Thornton Station, by New Bremen, 
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l French Creek, Elmore, Truro, Victoria, Walnut | 


i dle Mills, Ozaliy, Rash River, and Hudson, to 
i) Stillwater. 


i 
H 
H 
t 


Bremen, Palos, Orland, and Gooding’s Grove, to ii 


Hadley. 
From Urbana to Paris, in Edgar county. 
From Union Grove, by Garden Plains, to 
Albany. A 
From Vermont, by Marietta, Lee Centre, Virgil, | 
to Woodstock. 
From Vermont, by Marietta and Virgil, to 
Avon, 
From Vienna, by Ash Ridge, to Caledonia. 
From Virginia, by Berryton and Hagley, to | 


| Petersburg. i 


From Vincennes, Indiana, by Russellville, Hli- 
nois, Vernon, Palestine, Huttonville, York, Dar- 


Ridge Farm, Richardson, and Georgetown, to 
Urbana. 


Sandova Station, Carlyle, Trenton, Aviston, Leb- : 
anon, Shiloh, Bellville, French Village, and IHi- : 


Illinois, Hershey’s Milis, Armstrong, Mount | 
Carmel, Rochester Mills, Graysville, Phillips- ; 
town, Carmi,and New Haven, to Shawneetown, | 

From Warren, by Ward’s Grove, to Mount : 
Carroll. f 

From Warsaw to Augusta. 

From Warsaw, by Monticello and Nauvoo, 
to Montrose, lowa. 

From Waterloo, by James’s Mills and Eagle | 
Cliffs, to Harrisonville. 

From Waterloo, by Red Bud, Ruma, Evans- | 
ville, and Ets Grove, to Chester. 

From Waukegan, by Wentworth, Angola, | 
Antioch, English Prairie, Blivin’s Mills, Solon 
Mills, Richmond, Alden, Cogswell, Big Foot | 
Prairie, Burton’s Corners, Wilmot, State Line, 
and Kossuth, to Belon, Wisconsin. 

From Waukegan, by Hainsville, Forksville, 
McHenry, Ostend, Hartland, Brookdale, Wood- 
stock, Duaham, Chemung, Boone, and Bonus, to 
Belvidere. 

From Waukegan, by Gage’s Lake, Hainsville, 
Fort Hill, Forkville, Lamar, Merana, and Bury- 
ville, to Crystal Lake. 

From Waukegan, by Otsego, Newport, and 


From West Wheeling Station, by Deer Grove, | 
Ela, Lake Zurich, Wauconda, Lamar, McHenry, | 
Ringwood, Hebron, Cogswell, West Hebron, 
Tirade, Wisconsin, and Walworth, to Delavan. 

From Williamsburg to Greenville. ; 

From Wilmington, to Mazon, Clarion, and | 
Billing’s Grove, to Pontiac. i 

From Winchester, by Oxville and Exeter, to | 
Naples. i 

From Winchester, by Florence and Detroit, to 


From Woodstock, by Greenwood, Boone’s | 
Mills, Hebron, and Richmond, to Genoa, Wis- | 


From Woodstock, by Erin, Highland Prairie, : 
and West Hebron, to Geneva, Wisconsin. j 
From Woodstock, by Belden, to Union. 


From Woodstock, by Erin and Alden, to Big || 


Foot Prairie. | 


Wisconsin.—From Appleton, by Centre and El- , 
lington, to Bovina, 

From Appleton to Wapaco. 

From Aztalan, by Jefferson, Fort Atkinson, 
and Koskonomg, to Milton. 

From Baraboo, by Reedsburg, to La Crosse. 

From Barton, by Wayne, to Theresa. i 

From Beloit, by Inmansville, Spring Valley, i 
Hoosick, Albany, Attica, Morefield, Monticello, | 


Georgetown, to Mineral Point. ; 
From Beloit, by Avon, Clarence, and Juda, to | 


Monroe. f 
| Valley, Decatur, Nevada, Monroe, Wiota, Shulls- 


From Berlin, by Willow Creek, Poysippi, Pin 
River, Cedar Lake, and Lind, to Waupaka. 
From Beaver Dam, by W yocena, to Dekorra. 


i 


From Beaver Dam, by Newton, to Ako. i 


From Beetown, by Hurricane Grove, Potosi 


Dickeyville, Jamestown, and Fairplay, to Gale- | 


na, [imois. 
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From Beetown to Cassville. 


From Biack River Falls, by Clear Water, Mid- 


From Bloomfield, by Genoa, Richmond, Ring- 


| wood, Illinois, McHenry, Forksville, Gilmer, and 


i: Long Grove, to Deer Grove. 


From Brookfield Centre, by Pewaukee, Hart- 
land, Okauchee, and Oconomowoc, to Water- 
town. 

From Cassville, by Beetown, Lancaster, New 


i California, and Mifin, to Mineral Point. 


From Ceresco, by Dartford, Princeton, Harris- 


| ville, Westfield, Grand Marsh, through the val- 


ley of Lemonoire and down La Cross Valley, to 
La Cross, on the Mississippi river. 
From Columbus, by Elba and Lowell, to Oak 


| Grove. 


From Columbus, by Fall River, Paradise 
Grove, East Randolph, and Shawano, to Mar- 


g 7 |; quette. 

From Vincennes, Indiana, by Lawrenceville, ʻi 
Hiinois, Black Juck, Ciermont, Oloney, Mays- :; 
i ville, Xenia, Fredericktown, Salem, Oden Station, | 


From Chippewa City, by Chippewa Falls, Eau 
Clain’s Mills, Eau Galla, and North Pepin, to 
Reed’s Landing, in Minnesota. 

From Darien, by Weed’s Corners, Richmond, 
and Utter’s Corners, to Whitewater. 

From De Korra to Boraboo. 

From Dells, Pack waukee, Roxo, Montello, and 
Nahmakum, to Princeton, 

From Eagle, by Eagleville, Troy Lake, Troy 
Centre, Adams, La Grange, Little Prairie, and 
Bullion, to Eagle. 

From Ean Galla Mills, by Lower and Middle, 
to Upper Menominee Mills. 

From Escanaba, by Bay de Noquet, Michigan, 


ii and Mackinaw, to Saut St. Marie. 


From Fairplay, by Hazle Green, Benton, and 
New Diggings, to White Oak Springs. 
From Fall River, by Courtland, Cambria, and 


| Randolph Centre, to Kingston. 


From Falls of St. Croix to La Pointe. 

From Fort Atkinson, by Oakland, Christiana, 
and Utica, to Stoughton, 

From Fort Atkinson, by Cold Spring, White 
Water, Heart Prairie, Sugar Creek, and Elk 
Horn, to Geneva. 

From Fond du Lac, by Rosendale, Green Lake, 
Tichora, Grand Prairie, Marquette, Kingston, 
Rock Hill, and Pigeon Grove, to Portage City. 

From Fond du Lac, by Avoca, Oakfield, Le 
Roy, Farmersville, Maysville, Iron Ridge, Neo- 
sho, Ashippun, and Monterey, to Oconomowoc, 

From Fond du Lac, by Rush Lake, Berlin, 


| Spring Lake, Silver Lake, Wautoma, Almond, 


and Buena Vista, to Plover. 

From Fond du Lae, by Taycheeda, Calumet Vil- 
lage, Pequot, Stockbridge, Dundas, and Wrights- 
town, to Green Bay. 

From Fond du Lac, by Rosendale, Ripon, Ce- 
resco, and Dartford, to Princeton. 

From Fond du Lac, hy Ladoga, Fairwater, 
Mackford, Tichora, and Grand Prairie, to Kings- 
ton. 

From Fond du Lac, by Friendship, Blackwolf, 
Oshkosh, Vinland, Groveland, and Neenah, to 
Menasha, 

From Grafton, by Young Hickory, Cedar 
Creek, Hartford, and Rubicon, to Neosho. 

From Gewer’s Ferry, in Cedar county, by 
Springdale, to West Liberty. 

From Green Bay, by Oneida and Lansing, to 
Appleton. 

From Green Bay, by Oneida, Freedom, Lan- 


+ sing, Ellington, Hortonville, Thompson's Miils, 
| Mukwa, Waupaca, and Hanover, to Plover. 


From Green Bay, by New Franklin, to Ke- 
waunee, 

From Green Bay, by Oconto and Clarksville, 
to Marinette. 

From Green Bay, by Wrightstown, Kankau- 
na, and Appleton, to Menasha. 

From Green Lake, by Lenape, to Marquette. 

From Helena, by Wyoming Valley and Otter 
Creek, to Highland. 

From Highland, by Wallace, Richland City, 
and Sextonville, to Richland Centre. 

From Janesville, by Bachelor’s Grove, Spring 


burg, White Oak Spring, and Council Hill, Hi- 
i nois, to Galena. 


From Janesville, by North Janesville, Fulton, 
and Albion, to Christiana. 
From Janesville to Beloit. 
From Janesville, by Teotsa, Albion, Christiana, 
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Cambridge, Deerfield, Hanchetville, and York, to | 


Columbus. 


i 
From Janesville, by Centre, Magnolia, Albany, | 


Attica, Exeter, New Glarus, Bem, and Turkey 
Grove, to Mineral Point. 


From Kenosha, by South Bristol and Cypress, : 


to Antioch, Illinois. 
From Kenosha, by Marion, Paris, and Brigh- 
ton, to Burlington. 


From Kenosha, by Kossuth, Liberty, Wilmot, | 


and English Prairie, to Richmond, [linois. 

From Kenosha, by Bristol, Salem, Wheatland, 
Geneva, Geneva Bay, Walworth, Sharon, Allen *s 
Grove, Summerville, and Clinton, to Beloit. 

From Lancaster, by Beetown and Charlotte, to 
W yalusing. 

From La Crosse to Portage. 

From La Crosse to Onalaska. 

From La Crosse, by Onalaska and Mindora, to 
Black River Falls. 

From Madison, by Arena, to Prairie du 
Chien. 

From Madison, by Arlington, Dekorra, and 
Oshankuta, to Portage City. 

From Madison, by Middleton, Pine Bluff, Blue 
Mound, Ridgeway, Dodgeville, Mineral Point, 
Cottage Inn, Platteville, Benton, Hazle Green, 
and Vinegar Hill, Ilinois, to Galena. 

From Madison, by Cross Plains, Dover, Black 


Earth, Arena, Reeville, Helena, and Wyoming, 


to Dodgeville. 

From Madison, by Berk, Windsor, Leeds, 
Lowville, Rocky Run, and Wyocena, to Portage 
City. 

Erami Madison, hy Hampden, East Hampden, 
Fountain Prairie, Courtland, Paradise Grove, Alto, 
Black Hawk, Metomon, and Brighton, to Osh- 
kosh. 

From Madison, by Stoner’s Prairie, Grand 
Spring, Belleville, Exeter, and Monticello, to Mon- 
roe. 

From Madison, by Lodi and Collamer, to 
Baraboo, 

From Madison, by Pleasant Branch, Ashton, 
Dane, and Roxbury, to Sauk City. 

From Madison, by Montello, Dokota, and 
Wanutoma, to Waupaka Falls. 

From Madison, by Verona, Spring Dale, Prim- 
rose, Farmer’s Grove, Walnut Spring, and Ar- 
gyle, to Wiata. 

From Madison, by Albany, Spring Grove, and 
Rock Grove, to Freeport, Illinois. 

From Madison, by Fitchburg, Oregon, Rut- 
land, Union, Osborn, and Leyden, to Janesville. 

From Madison, by Lake View, Ancient, 


Stoughton, Dunkirk, and Fulton Station, to Mil- | 
i 


ton. 

From Madison, by Sun Prairie, Eolia, and Co- 
lumbus, to Beaver Dam. 

From Manitoowoc to Chilton, in Calumet 
county. 

From Manitoowoc, 
Medina, and Greenwood, to Waupaka. 

From Marinette, by Cedar Fork and Escanaba, 
to Carp river. 

From Marinette, by Keewenaw, Portage Entry, 
Clifton, Eagle River, Eagle Harbor, and North 
West Mine, to Fort Wilkins. 

From Mineral Point, by Darlington and Avon, 
to Shullsburg, in Lafayette county. 

From Menasha to Lake Shawanno. 

From Menasha, by Wakefield, Ellington, 
Greenville, and Ifortonville, to Shawanno. 


From Menasha, by Stockbridge, Lynn, Stan- | 


tonville, New Halstein, and Elkhart, to Plymouth. 
From Menasha, by Waupaka, to Plover, on the 
Wisconsin river. 
From Milton to Janesville. 
From Milwaukee, by Ozaukee, to Sheboygan. 


by Menasha, Wakefield, : 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


‘ 
} 
| 
i 


From Milwaukee, by Butler, Marcy, Lisbon, | 
Sussex, Merton, Monches, Tolland’s Prairie, Ne- | 


osho and Hustisford, to Juneau. 
From Milwaukee, by Greenfield, New Berlin, 


Prospect Hill, Vernon, Mukwanago, East Troy, | 


Troy, Sugar Creek, Millard, Richmond, Johns- 


town, Johnstown Centre, and Rock Prairie, to | 


Janesville. 


Waukesha, Genesee, North Prairie Station, Ea- 
gle, Palmyra, White Water, Milton, Fulton, and 
Stoughton, to Madison. 

From Milwaukee, by Good Hope, Mequon 
River, Cedarburg, Grafton, Sackville, Ozaukee, 


Cedar Grove, Gibbville, Sheboygan Falls, and 
Howard Grove, to Sheboygan. 

From Milwaukee, by Root Creek, Muskego 
Centre, Big Bend, Caldwell’s Prairie, East Troy, 
Troy, and Lafayette, to Spring Prairie. 

From Milwaukee, by Root Creek, Muskego, | 
Denoon, Norway, Waterford, Rochester, Bur- | 
lington, and Lyons, to Geneva, 

From Milwaukee, by Granville, Menominee 
Falls, Meeker, Schlisingerville, Addison, Theresa, 
Lomira, and Byron, to Fond du Lac. 

From Milwaukee, by Auburn, to Fond du 
Lac. 


From Mineral Point, by Elk Grove, Benton, || 


and New Diggings, to Galena, Illinois. 
From Minera! Point, by Willow Springs, Dar- 
lington, Viota, Jordan, Monroe, Montezuma, 


Spring Grove, Tyler, Illinois, and Burritt, to |; 


Rockford. 

From Mineral Point, by Linden, Highland, 
Richland Centre, Richland C. H., Reed’s Mills, 
Vinoqua, Badax ©. H., Springville, La Crosse, | 
Onaloska, Mendono, Albion, Black River Falls, 
Jackson C. H., Gage’s Mills, Chippewa Falls, 


Chippewa C. H., O’Galley Mills, Willow River, |! 


Wise, and Stillwater, to St. Panl, in Minnesota. 

From Mineral Point, by Linden, and Mont- 
fort, to Highland. 

From Mineral Point, by Willow Springs, Dar- 
lington, and Gratiot, to Warren, Ilinois. 

From Montello, by Harrisville, Long Meadow, 
and William Sylvester’s, to Grand Rapids. 

From Montello, by Westfield and Kingsbury 
Ferry, to Reed’s Landing, on the Mississippi 
river. 

From Montello, by Dakota and Wautauma, to | 
Saxeville. 

From Monteville, by Galesville and Douglas’s 
Mills, to Black River Falls. 

From Montfort, by Fennimore and Millville, 


i to Prairie du Chien. 


From Monroe, by Sylvester, Brooklyn, Union, 
and Cookville, to Dunkirk. 

From Namakum, by Black Creek, Neshkorro, 
Willow Creek, and Saxeville, to Waupaka, in 
Waupaka county. 

From Neshkorro, by Willow Creek and Saxe- 
ville, to Waupaka. 

From New California, by Montfort and High- 
land, to Muscoda. 

From New Haven to Necedah. 

From Ozaukee, by Fredonia, Fillmore, Kewas- 
kum, Auburn, and Eden, to Fond du Lac. 

From Ozaukee, by Saukville, Newburg, Barton, 
West Bend, Aurora, Addison, Herman, and Hor- 
icon, to Juneau. 

From Oconomowoc, by Concord, Farmington, 
and Johnson’s Creek, to Aztalan. 

From Oshkosh, by steamer, to Mukwa. 

From Oshkosh, by Buttee des Morts, Win- 


chester, Mukwa, and Weyanwego, to Stevens’s || 


Point. 

From Oshkosh, by Clairville, Fisk’s Corners, 
Welaunee, and Rush Lake, to Ceresco. 

From Oshkosh, by Algoma, Omro, Delhi, 
Waukan, Koro, Sacramento, Berlin, Namakun, 
Marquette, Kingston, Kock Hull, and Bellefon- 
taine, to Portage City. 


From Palmyra, by Oak Hilland Bark River, to | 


Jefferson. 
From Pardeeville, by Montello and Dokota, to 


Stephen’s Point, in Portage county. f 


From Patch Grove, by Bunker Hill, Charlotte, 
and Milton, to Cassville. 

From Patch Grove, by Wyalusing and Clay- 
ton, Iowa, to Garnaville. 

From Piatteville, by New California, Millin, 
and Linden, to Mineral Point. 

From Platteville, by Rockvale, Potosi, and 
Weld’s Landing, lowa, to Dubuque. 

From Plover, by Grand Rapids, Eagle Point, 
Black River Falls, and Onalaskee, to La Crosse. 

From Portage City, by Baraboo and Bluff, to 
Sauk City. 

From Portage City, by Pardeeville, Marcellon, 
Centreville, Randolph Centre, and East Randolph, 


? i| to Waushara. 
From Milwaukee, by Wauwatoao, Ellen Grove, ` 
Brookfield Centre, Brookfield, Forest House, . 


From Portage City, by Wyocena, Rio, Ostego, 
Columbus, and Portland, to Waterton. | 

From Portage City, by Beaver Creek, New | 
Haven, Grand Marsh, Dell Prairie, Grand Rapids, 
Point Beusse, and Plover, to Stevens’s Point. 

From Portage City, by Port Hope, Roslin, 
Packwaukee, Buffalo Lake, Westfield, Adario, 


pi 


ii cheeda, 


| Oasis, Almond, Buena Vista, Lake Sarah, and 
| Plover, to Stevens’s Point. 

From Portage City, by Dekorra, Oshaukuta, 
Lodi, Berry, and Dover, to Blue Mound. 

From Portage City, by Beaver Creek, Crooked 
Lake, Buena Vista, and Plover, to Stevens’s 
Point. 
| From Potosi, by Rockvale, Lancaster, Fenni- 
| more, and Wingville, to Muscoda. 

From Potosi, by Rockville, Ellenboro’, Clifton, 
| and Linden, to Mineral Point. 

From Prairie du Chien, by Boydstown, Rich- 
land Creek, and Richmond, to Muscoda. 

From Prairie du Chien, by Patch Grove, Little 
Grant, Lancaster, and Ellensboro’, to Platteville. 

From Prairie du Chien, by Eagle Point Mills 
: and Boydtown, to Fennimore. 

From Prairie du Chien, by Bad Axe, Leon, 
Veroqua, Springville, Coon Prairie, Graham’s 
| Mills, and Sparta, to Black River Falis. 

From Prairie du Chien, by La Crosse, Lewis’ 
Mills, Douglass Mills, Eau Gallet’s Mills, Rush 
River Settlement, Prescott, and Point Douglas, to 
! St. Paul, Minnesota Territory. 
| From Prescott, by Hudson, Pineville, and Cran- 
i dall’s Mills, to Falls of St. Croix. 
| From Princeton, by Montello, Roxo, and Pack- 
waukee, to Dellion. 

From Princeton, by Dakins’s Hotel, Warwick 
on Willow Creek, and Saxeville, to Weyauweya, 
in Winnebago county. 

From Reed’s Landing, Monteville, on the Mis- 
| sissippi River, by Galesville and Douglas Mills, 
to Block River Falls. 

From Racine, by Caledonia, Whitesville, Ray- 
mond, and Franklin, to Hale’s Corners. 

From Racine, by Mount Pleasant, Ives Grove, 
| Yorkville, Penn Yan, Rochester, Burlington, 
Spring Prairie, Grove, Elkhorn, Delavan, Darien, 
Fairfield, and Emerald Grove, to Janesville. 

From Racine, by Caledonia, Thompsonville, 
| South Raymond, and Norway, to Waterford, in 
Racine county. 

From Racine, by Sylvania, Pleasant Grove, 
Union Grove, Trowbridge, Burlington, and Ly- 
ons, to Geneva. 

From Richland City, by Sextonville, Richland 
Centre, Rockbridge, Fancy Creek, and Kickapoo, 
to Vinoqua ©. H. 

From Raymond, by Norway, to Waterford. 

From Ridgeway to Primrose. 
| From Ripon, by Green Lake, to Marquette. 

From Ripon, by Sacramento, Poysippi, Little 
River, and Weyauweya, to Mukwa, in Waupaka 
į county. 
| From Rochester, by Honey Creek and La 
| Fayette, to Sugar Creek. 

From Richland City, by Reed’s Mills, Bad Axe, 
| and West Prairie, to Newport, on the Mississippi 
| river. 

| From Rockton, Illinois, by Spring Grove, 
| Wisconsin, Hoosier Grove, and Montezuma, to 
Monroe. 

From Rosendale, by Wheelaunee, Waukau, 
and Omro, to Winniconne.* 

From Sacramento, by Poysippi, Little River, 
and Wayauweya, to Mukwa. 

From Sauk City, by Leland’s Mill, to Reeds- 
burg. 

' From Sauk City, by Bear’s Creek, Sextonville, 
“and Sand Prairie, to Prairie du Chien. 

From Sheboygan, by Meeme, Manitoowoc 
‘Rapids, Manitoowoc, Francis’ Creek, Two 
i Rivers, Michicott, and Cooperstown, to Green 

Bay. 
i From Sheyboygan, by Manitoowoc, Kewannee, 
Bailey’s Harbor, and Sturgeon Bay, to Green 
Bay. 
i From Sheboygan, by Sheboygan Falls, Ply- 
‘mouth, Green Bush, Dotyville, Empire, and Ya- 
to Fond du Lac. 
From Sheboygan, by Sheboygan Falls, Onion 


| River, Cascade, Beechwood, New Fane, and Au- 


! burn, to Theresa. 

| From Shullsburg, by Benton, Hazle Green, and 
: Fairplay, to Dubuque. 

| From Summerset to Crab Orchard. , 

i From Stevens’ Point, by Eau Plein and Little 
! Bull Falls, to Wausau. : 

| From Stoughton, by Albion, Teotsa, and Lima, 


| From Watertown, by Emmett, Clyman, Oak 
| Grove, Juneau, Burnett, and Chester, to Waupun, 
| From Watertown, by Hubbelville, Portland, 


|i to Whitewater. 


| 
i 
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Waterloo, Hanchetville, and Sun Prairie, to Mad- 
ison. 

From Watertown, by Hustisford, Horicon, 
Maysville, Farmersville, Le Roy, and Avoca, to 
Fond da Lac. 

From Watertown, by Emmett, Clyman, Oak 
Grove, Beaver Dam, Waushara, Waupun, Rock 
River, and Lamartine, to Fond du Lac. 

From Watertown, by Milford, Aztalan, Lake 
Mills, Newton Corners, Deerfield, and Cottage 
Grove, to Madison. 

From Waukesha, by Howard, Delafield, and | 
Summit, to Oconomowoc. 

From Waukesha, by Waterville, Golden Lake, 
Crowder’s Corners, Rome, and Helenville, to 
Jefferson. 

From Waukesha, by Pewaukee, Lisbon, Me- 
nominee Falls, and Friestadt, to Cedarburg. j 

From Waukesha, by Pewaukee, Merton, Mon- 
ches, Hartford, [ron Ridge, Maysville, Farmers- 
ville, Leroy, Oakfield, and Avoca, to Fond du 
Lac. 

From Waukesha, by South Genesee, Muck- 
wanago, Waterford, Rochester, Burlington, 
Wheatland, Richmond, Hlinois, Solon Mills, and 
Ringwood, to McHenry. 

From Waupun, by Alto, Luzerne, Fairwater, 
Metomen, Ceresco, and Dartford, to Berlin. 

From Waupun, by Springvale, Rosendale, and 
Bothelle, to Oshkosh. | 

From Waupun, by Springvale, West Rosen- 
dale, and Welaunee, to Waukau. 

From Waushara, by Mackford and Dartford, 
to Berlin. 

From Waushara, by Napasha, Grandville, 
Lake Maria, Kingston, Marquette, Princeton, 
Pleasant Valley, La Cot, St. Maria, Neshkorra, 
and Lincoln, to Plover. 

From Wansau to Shawano, on Wolf River. 

From Wansau to Clear Water. 

From White Water, by Cold Spring, Fort At- 
kinson, Oakland, Christiana, Utica, Cambridge, 
and Door Creek, to Madison. i 

From West Bend, by Cedar Creek and Schlis- 
ingerviile, to Monches. 

From West Bend, by Barton, Scott, Adell, and 
Hingham, to Sheboygan Falls. | 
From Wynoski, by Mitchell, Rathburn, Oce- 

ola, and Alcove, to Fond du Lac. 


Missouri. —From Alexandria to Winchester, 

From Alexandria, by Saint Francisville, Kos- 
suth, and Athens, to Farmington, lowa. | 

From Alexandria to Linden, via the county 
seats of Clark, Scotland, Schuyler, Putnam, Mer- 
cer, Harrison, and Gentry. 

From Alexandria, by Saint Francisville, Wa- 
terloo, Ashton, Eldorado, Arbela, Memphis, 
Middle Fabbie, and Cherry Grove, to Lancaster. 

From Apple Creek, by Wittenburg, Wood, 
and Spruce’s Ferry, to Murphysboro’, Illinois. 

From Arrow Rock to Old Jefferson. 

From Arrow Rock, by Jonesboro’, Ridge 
Prairie, and Heath’s Creek, to Georgetown. 

From Ashley, by Bowling Green, to Louisiana. | 

From Athens to Fairview. 

From Auburn, by New Hope, to Lost Creek. 

From Beehive to Maysville. 

From Benton to Commerce. 

From Benton, by Cypress, to Charleston. | 

From Bethany to Decatur, Iowa. 

From Bethany to Gallatin. f 

From Bloomington to Saint John, by Rice’s 
Ferry and Milan. 

From Bloomington, by Coulter’s Store and | 
Penneys, to Huntsville. 


From Bloomington, by Mechanicsburg, W yan- |; 


dotte, and Linneus, to Chillicothe. i 
From Bloomington, by Vienna, to Edina. 
From Boonville, by Pilot Grove, Pleasant 

Green, Cold Neck, Georgetown, Bee Branch, 

Cook’s Store, and Bagdad, to Lexington. 

From Boonville, by Lamine, Arrow Rock, 
Bryan, Marshall, Mount Hope, Dover, Lexing- 
ton, Wellington, Sibley, and Fort Osage, to In- | 
dependence. f 

From Boonville, by Old Franklin, and Frank- 
lin, to Fayette. i 

From Boonville, by Conner’s Mills, to Gooch’s ji 
Mills. 

From Boonville, by Gooche’s Mills and Mid- | 
way, to Pisgah. 

From Boonville, by Bellair, Vermont, Round 


îi Bear Creek. ! 
|i _ From Bolivar to Sarcoxie, by Orleans, Crisp | 


| Arkansas, 


From Boenville, by Boon’s Lick, to Glasgow. | 
| From Bolivar, by Hermansville and Weaub- | 
i leau, to Oceola. 
| .From Bolivar, by Halfway, to Buffalo. 
| From Bolivar to Frémont, by Fair Play and | 


| Prairie, Greenfield, King’s Point, Spring River, 
| and Bower’s Mill. 

| From Bowling Green, by Vannoy’s Mills and 
Hickory Creek, to Mexico. 

From Brunswick, by Yellow Creek, to Lin- 
neus. 

From Brunswick, by Utica, to Gallatin. 

From Brunswick, by Compton’s Ferry, Little 
| Compton, and Fairfield, to Chillicothe. 

From Branswick to Bloomington. 

From Caledonia, by Iron Mountains, Farming- | 
ton, Kinkead, Mine La Motte, Fredericktown, | 
Paton, White Water, and Jackson, to Cape Gi- 
rardeau. 

From Caledonia, by Munger’s Mills, Lester- 
ville, Logan’s Creek, and Henpeck, to Van Buren. 

From Carthage, by Diamond Grove, to Neosho. 

From California, by Round Hill, Gilroy, Mount 
Carmel, Otterville,and Arrator, to Pleasant Green. 

From Canton, by Tully, Prairie, Oakley, Fair- 
mount, Memphis, Middle Fabbie, and Cherry 
Grove, to Lancaster. 

From Cap-au-Gris, by Chantilly, Troy, Haw 
Point, Covington, and King’s Mills, to Danville. 

From Cape Girardeau, by Benton, Pleasant 
Plains, and Ogden, to New Madrid. 

From Carrollton, by Utica, to Chillicothe. 1 

From Cassville, by Noah Boone’s to Neosho. | 

From Cassville, by King’s Prairie, to Mount | 
Vernon. | 

From Cave Spring, by Hartsville and Red Bud, | 
to Rockbridge. 

From Columbia to Nashville. 

From Chapel Hill, by Basin Knob and Bluff; 
Springs, to Big Creek. mae 

From Chillicothe, by Spring Hill and Clear | 
Creek, to Gallatin. 

From Columbia, b 
Mexico. 

From Chillicothe, by Utica, Kingston, Plum 
Creek, and Beehive, to Plattsburg. 

From Clifton, by Herculaneum, Selma, Rush : 
Tower, Isle au Bois, St. Genevieve, St. Mary, : 
Perryville, and Apple Creek, to Jackson. i 

From Clinton, by Lucas, Elk Fork, and But- 
ler, to West Point. i 

From Clinton, by Post Oak, to Warrensburg. | 

From Clinton, by Deep Water, Spruce, and | 
Pleasant Gap, to Papinsville. j 

From Clinton, by Browning’s Ferry and Clay, 
to Oceola. 

From Crab Orchard, by Prospect Hill and . 
Hainesville, to Piattsburg. i 

From Doniphan to Martinsburg. l 

From Danville to Mexico. 

From Ellsworth, by Roubideux, to Hartsville. | 

From Eleven Points to Jackson, Arkansas, by į 
Hesterly’s. 

From Eminence to Thomasville. 

From Erie to Buffalo. 

From Erie to Oakland, by Lebanon. 
| From Erie, by Lebanon, Jericho, Hazlewood, | 
| Cowskin, and Big Beaver, to Forsyth. 

From Fayette, by Boonsboro’, to Arrow Rock. | 

From Fulton, by Concord, Mexico, and Long , 
Branch, to Paris. | 

From Fairview to High Point, Johnson county. | 


y Youngers and Salt river, to | 


1 
i 
i 


Springs, Avoca, and Argyle, to Hillsboro’. 
From Fulton, by Reform, to Portland. 

' From Fulton, by Millersburg, Columbia, į 

Rocheport, and Fayette, to Glasgow. 
From Fulton, by St. Aubert, to Linn. 
From Forsyth, by Cape Fear, to Cassville. 
From Forsyth to Carrollton, Arkansas. 


ville. 
From Forsyth, by North Fork, to Rockbridge. | 
From Fredericktown to Lowndes, by Mildam, 
Devall, and Bollinger’s. 


ville, Cane Creek, Martinsburg, Hick’s Ferry, 
Crossin’s Store, Hanauer’s Store, 
Fourche, Dumas, Pocahontas, and Black’s Ferry, | 
to Jackson. i 

From Frankfort to Florida, by Spencersburg, 


Hill, and Felix, to Versailles. 


Madisonville, and Lick Creek. 


From Farmington, by Big River Mills, Silver |) 


From Forsyth, by Big Beaver Creek, to Harts- i 


From Fredericktown, by Cold Water, Green- | 


t} er 


From Fremont to Fort Scott f 

From Gentry C. H., by Alanthus Grove, 
Sweet Home, Maryville, and Haleas Ferry, to 
Linden. 

From Georgetown to Marshall, by Longwood. 

From Georgetown, by Windsor and Calhoun, 
to Clinton. : 

From Georgetown, by Fairview, Knobnoster, 
Warrensburg, Globe, and Big Creek, to Harri- 
sonville. 

From Georgetown to Spring Garden. 

č From Georgetown, by Spring Fork, to Cole 
amp. 

From Glasgow, by Roanoke, Mount Airy, 
Huntsville, Milton, Madison, Paris, Florida, In- 
dian Creek, Saline, and Pigeon Creek, to Hanni- 

al. 

From Glasgow to Bloomington. 

From Glasgow, by Keytesville, Brunswick, 
Pleasant Park, Manlius, Dewitt Carrollton, Round 
Grove, Richmond, Crab Orchard, and Woodford, 
to Liberty. 

From Glasgow, by Cambridge, Petra, Miami, 
and Cow Creek, to Marshall. ` 

From Greenfield, by Turnback, Mount Vernon, 
and Hall, to Crane Creek. 

From Greenville, by Otter Creek and Green- 
wood Valley, to Van Buren. 

From Green Top, in Schuyler county, by Hart- 
ford, to Centreville, in Lowa. : 

From Hannibal, by Palmyra, Hester, La 
Grange, Canton, Tully, and Alexandria, to Keo- 
kuk. 

From Hannibal to Fayette, b 
and Huntsville. 

From Hannibal, by Hanson, Sharpsburg, and 
Somerset, to Paris. é 

From Hannibal, by West Ely, to Shelbyville. 

From Hannibal to Naples, Hltnois. 

From Hannibal to Quincy, Hlinois. 

From Hannibal to St. Joseph’s. 

From Harrisonville, by West Point and Mar- 
vel, to Papinsville. 

From Hartsville, by Big Beaver Creek, to For- 
syth. 
rom Hartford to Milan. 

From Hermann, by Gasconade Ferry, Freder- 
icksburg, and Bailey’s Creek, to Linn. © 

From Hermann, by Merrimack [ron Works 
and Licking, to Houston. 

From Hermitage, by Buffalo, to Hartsville. 

From Hillsboro, by Morse’s Mills, to Grubb- 
ville. 

From Houston, by Stanford and Hickory 
Spring, to Rockbridge. 

From Houston to Thomasville. 

From Houston, by Philadelphia, to Shelby- 
ville. 

From Huntsville, by Smithland and Middle 
Grove, to Madison. i 

From Independence, by Westport, Fort Leav- 
enworth, Fort Kearney, Fort Laramie, Fort 
Smith, and Green River, to Salt Lake City, Utah 
Territory. 

From Independence, by Westport, Kansas, 


y Florida, Paris, 


|! Delaware, Fort Leavenworth, Weston, Missouri, 


De Kalb, and Sparta, to St. Joseph’s. 

From Independence, by Blue Springs, Stony 
Point, Oak Grove, and Chapel Hill, to Columbus. 

From Independence, by Big Cedar and Pleas- 
ant Hill, to Harrisonville. 

From Independence, by Wayne City, to Lib- 


Fiom Iron Mountain, by Arcadia, Lesterville, 
Centreville, and Alamode, to Eminence. 

From Iron Mountain, by Pilot Knobs, Arcadia, 
and Patterson, to Greenville. 
From Jackson, by County Seat, Perkin’s Creek, 


| and Lowndes, to Greenville. 


From Jackson, by Peoples and Piketon, to 
Bloomfield. 

From Jefferson City, by Westphalia, Mavais, 
Kinderhook, Spanish Prairie, Maramec, Steel- 
ville, Osage, and Harmony, to Caledonia. 

From Jefferson City, by Russellville, High 
Point, Versailles, Haw Creek, and Cole Camp, 
to Warsaw. 

From Jefferson City, by William Smith's, 
Richard Rounden’s,and Latham’s, to Little Piney, 


| in Pulaski county. 


From Jefferson City, oy Dixonville, Lookout, 
and California, to Round Hill. _ 

From Jefferson City, by Marion, Jamestown, 
Midway, and Clark’s Fork, to Boonville. 


E. 


August, 


lumbia. 


From Jefferson City, by Stringtown and Hick- ; 


ory Hill, to Tuscumbia, 


From Jefferson City, by Dixonville, Lookout, 


California, and Pisgah. 

From Kansas, by Wiandotte, Parksville, and 
Hampton, to Platte City. 

From Kansas, by Wiandotte City, Neb, Park- 
ville, and Hampton, to Platte City. 


From Kansas, by Parksville and Hampten, to i 


Platte City. 


From Kansas, by Westport, Harrisonville, Pa- i 


pinsville, end Carthage, to Neosho. 


From Kane, by Gaston, Fairview, Florence, | 


and Council Biaff, to Linden, Missouri. 
From Keytesviile to Bee Branch Settlement. 


From Kingston, by Mirabile, Elmont, Grind- | 
stone Point, Maysville, and Gentry ville, to Gent- | 


ry C,H. 


From Kirksville to Coffeeville, in Adair county. | 
From Kirksville, by Green Top, to Lancas- | 


ter. 

From Kirksville to Linneus. 

From Lebanon, by Long Lane, Buffalo, Shady 
Grove, Pasco, and Hickory Barren, to Spring- 
field. 

From Lebanon, by Brash Creek, Fortner’s 
Hill, St. Luke, and St. Mark, to Springfield. 

From Lebanon to Houston. 

From Lebanon, 
Prairie and Hlussaw’s Prairie, to Forsyth. 

From Lancaster, by Chariton Mills, Hartford, 
and Saint John’s, to Princeton. 

From La Grange to Houston. 

From La Grange to Monticello. 

From La Grange to Newark. 

From Lebanon to Waynesville. 

From Lexington, by Camden, to Richmond. 


From Lexington, by Renwick’s Mills, Colum- | 
bus, Warrensburg, Atr, Moss, and Tabo, to Lex- | 


ington, 


From Lexington, by Anthon Young’s, Eijah : 


Gladick’s, Freedom, Kirkpatrick’s Mulls, and 
Nobnoster, to Calhoun. 


From Lexington, by Greenton, Snibar, Chapell | 


Hill, Lone Jack, and Pleasant Hill, to Harrison- 
ville. 

From Lexington to Georgetown. 

From Liste, by Westphalia, Marvais, Pay 


Down, Kinderhook, Lane’s Prairie, Spanish | 
Prairie, Maramec, Steelville, Osage, and Har- | 


mony, to Caledonia. 


From Liberty, by Ridgely, Ringgold, and Cam- | 


den Point, to Buena Vista, 

From Liberty, by Mount Gilead, Paradise, and 
Carpenter’s Store, to Plattsburg. 

From Liberty, by Barry and Platte City, to 
Weston. 


From Little Piney, by Relfe and Ellsworth, to | 


Houston 

From Little Prairie to Crane Creek. 

From Linneus, by Scottsville, to Milam. 

From Linnen , by Nevada, to Trenton. 

From Linneus to Kirksville. 

From Maramec, by Little Prairie, Little Piney, 
and Pine Bluff, to Waynesville. 

From Marshall, by Hazel Grove, to Browns- 
ville. 

From Marshall, by Elm Wood, Blanche, and 
Elk Grove, to Lexington, 


From Milan, by West Locust, Lewis’s Mill, | 


and Judge Juhnson’s Store, to Princeton. 
From Miami to Brunswick, 
From McKinny to Alton. 


From Memphis, by Pekin, Dr. P. T. Huff’s, | 


and Sules, to Bloomfield, lowa. 


From Mexico, by Shy Post, Shamrock, and || 


Flint Point, to Danville. 


From Mexico, by Litleby, Lick Creek, and | 


Madisonville, to New London. 

From Monticello, by Edina, Timbered Branch, 
Kirksville, Nineveh, Milan, and Hailey’s Mill, to 
Trenton. 

From Monticello, by Tully, to Canton. 

From Monticello, by Colony, to Sand Hill. 

From Mount Sterling, by Woollam, Jake’s 


Prairie, Argo, Bourbon, Harrison’s Mills, and | 


Fourche A. Renault, to Potosi, 
From Mount Vernon, by Dankle’s Store, Ash- 
grove, and Walnut Grove, to Orleans. 
i From Nineveh, by Hartford, to Centreville, 
owa 


Arkansas, by Marshall’s ; 


e. 
Enterprise, Elk 


From Nevada to Lindley. 


| 

|| sas, by Point Pleasant, Solitude, Gayoso, and 
|| Cottonwocd. 

i From New Madrid to Hickman, Kentucky. 

| From Oceola, by Roscoe, St. Helen, Copling- 
i| er’s Mills, Fremont, White Hare, Horse Creek, 
| 

i 


From Oceola, by Jenkin’s Bridge, Quincy, and 
Bledsoe, to Hermitage. 


Montauk, Devall, and Licking, to Ellsworth, 
From Ohio City, by Baidwinsville and Hope- 
well, to Columbus. 
From Ohio City to Cairo, Ulinois. 
From Owensville to Mount Carmel, Hlinois. 


I| West Springfield, Newark, Bee Ridge, Edina, 
and Sand Hili, to Memphis. ` 
From Palmyra, by Warrer, Oakdale, Shelby- 


i{ ton. 

From Palmyra to Marion City. 

From Paris, by Woodlawn, Woodville, Wil 
liamsonville, Bloomington, Hast Fork, and New 
I| burg, to Kuksville. 

‘} From Paris to Fiorida. 

From Paris, by Greenwood, Walkersville, 
Shelbyville, and Bethel, to Newark. 
| From Papineville, by Little Osage, Dry Wood, 
i| and Lamar, to Carthage. 
|| From Papinsville, by Eton and White Hare, to 
| Greenfield. 

i From Perryville, by Port Perry, to Chester. 
| 

i 

j 

| 


From Pinckney, by Loutre Island, and Big 
Spring, to Danville. 


ment, and Rochester, to Savannah. 


ville. 

i From Princeton, by Bethany, to Gentry C. H. 
| From Princeton, by Middleburg, ‘Trenton, and 
| Grassy Creek, to Chillicothe. 

From Port William, by S. W. Evans’s Store, 
|! Grubbyille, and Racker’s Prairie, to Rich Woods. 


tain and Son’s Siore, to Fremont. 
From Richmond, by Melville, to Finney’s 
» bY s 
L Grove. 


to Gallatin. ; . 
| From Savannah, by Hale’s Point, Littsville, 
and Reindeer, to Maryville. 


MeClain’s Mills, to Marquam’s Store. 


Prairie, and Gadfly, to Cassville. 

From Sarcoxie, by Diamond Grove, to Blythe- 
ville. 

From Sarcoxie to Carthage. 


Troy, Old Alexandria, Auburn, Prairieville, Bow- 


nibal. 
From St. Charles to Mexico. 
From St. Charles, by Hamburg, Missouriton, 


| Pinckney. 
i From St. Genevieve, by Avon, to Kinkead. 
| From St Genevieve, to Kaskaskia, i}linois. 
| From St. Genevieve to Farmington. 
From Short Bend, by Breckenridge’s Mill and 
Winston, to Eminence. 
From Shelbyville to Kirksville. 


From New Madrid to Hickman’s Bend, Arkan- 


From Osage, by Cherry Valley, Short Bend, |: 


From Palmyra, by Brookeville, Philadelphia, : 


ville, Hagar’s Grove, and Ten Mile, to Blooming- | 


From Plattsburg, by Castile, Boyer’s Settle- : 


From Prairieville, by Paynesville, to Clarks- | 


From Quincey, by Humansville and S. Mus- |; 


From Richmond, by Knoxville and Kingston, | 


From Richmond, by Union Meeting house and : 


From Sareoxie, by Mount Pleasant, Valley : 
y y 


From St. Charles, by Wellsburg, Flint Hill, | 
ling’ Green, Frankfort, and New London, to Han- | 
j: 
| Augusta, Femme Osage, and Marthasville, to» l 
tand Dry Glaze. 


} 


Austin, Glenwood, Sidney, and Dawsonburg, to 
| Council Bluffs. 

| From St. Joseph, by Rochester and Gentry- 
$ ville, to Athens. 

i| From St. Joseph, by Walnut Hill, and Roek- 
| house Prairie, to Plattsburg. 

! From St. Joseph, by Evansville, Maryville, and 
|, Victoria, to Gallatin. 

| From St. Joseph, by Sentinel, Rochester, and 
|| Gentryville, to Gentry C. H. 

i} Brom St. Louis, by St. Charles, Augusta, 


Bellemonte, to Bonhomme. 

From St. Louis, by Waltonham, Feefee, Bridge- 
ton, St. Charles, Cottleville, Naylor’s Store, Hick- 
ory Grove, Warrenton, Camp Branch, High Hil, 
Danville, Williamsburgh, Jones’s Tanyard, Ful- 
| ton, New Bloomfield, and Hibernia, to Jefferson 


il to Caledonia. 

From Saint Louis, by Laclede, Kirkwood, 
ii Merrimac, Allentown, Franklin Depot, Port Wil- 
| liam, and South Point, to Washington, 
|| From Saint Louis, by Sappington, Fenton, and 
l! House’s Spring, to Hillsboro’, 

From Shelbyville, by John W. Roy’s, Lydey’s, 
Davis’s, and Dumey’s Mills, to Milan. 

From Springfield, by White Oak Grove and 
i: Ozark, to Forsyth. 
| From Springfield, by Henderson, Finley, and 
L Red Bud, to Rockbridge. 
| From Springfield, by Walnut Forest, Dallas, 
|! Saint Paul, Hazlewood, Waldo, and Pleasant 
i; Valley, to Hartsville. 

From Springfield, by Curran, Crane Creek, 
Cassville, Washbourne’s Prairie, Pea Ridge, 
| Osage Mills, Elm Grove, and Bentonville, Ar- 
i kansas, to Fayetteville. 

! From Springfield, by Pond Creek, Chesapeake, 
i: Mount Vernon, Sarcoxie, and Shoal Creek, to 
Neosho. 

From Springfield, by Bois d’Arc, Ash Grove, 
and Rock Prairie, to Greenfield. 

From Springfield, by Linden, Soel Hall’s, Law- 
“ rence’s Mills, Herod Holts, Wall, and Bratten’s 
| Store, and Saint Leger, to Salem, in Fulton coun- 
i ty, Arkansas. 

From Springfield, by Yocum Mills and Galena, 
| to Cane Fear. 

From Springfield to Frémont, 

From Spring Hill, by Crittenden, to Bethany. 
From Thomasville, by Warm Fork, South 
i Fork, Arkansas, Myatte, Pilot Hill, Union, Cross 
| Plains, and Benbrook’s Mills, to Mount Olive. 

' From Thomasville, by West Plains and Potters- 
ville, to Rockbridge. 

From Thomasville, by Mill Creek, to Doniphan. 
_ From Troy, by Millwood and Louisville, to 
| Ashley. 

From Troy, by Carson, King’s, Brush Creek 
» Settlement, and Middletown, to Mexico. 

i From Trenton to Gallatin. 

From Tuscumbia, by Erie, Oregon, Dry Glaze, 
and Lebanon, to Oaktand. 

| From Tuscumbia to Waynesville. 

From Versailles, by Mining, to Erie, 

From Tuscumbia, by Pleasant Mount and 


i 
|; 
i 
ti 
i 
i 
ji 
i 


i 
| 
i 
i 


© Rocky Mount, to Versatiles. 


From Tuscumbia to Lebanon, by Wet Glaze 


From Union to Dreetzville, in Franklin county. 
From Union to Lebanon. faa, 
From Union, by Traveller’s Repose, to Virginia 


fhe 
Mines. 


Prom Union, by Southworth’s, Boone, Jake’s 


| Prairie, and Miller’s, to Little Biney. 
; From St. Joseph, by Savannah, Noddaway, | 
| Oregon, Jackson Point, Tarkio, Irish Grove, Lin- |; Lessiey, C 


From Versailles, by Boyler’s Mill, Duroc, 
ross Timbers, Black Oak Point, Ur- 


| den, High Creek, McKissack’s Grove, (lowa,) |, bana, and Sentinel Prairie, to Bolivar. 


1854. 


From Versailles, by Florence, to Georgetown. 

From Versailles, by Mining, to Erie. 

From Van Buren, by Pike Creek, to Thomas- 
ville. 

From Warsaw, by Rocky Ridge, Quincy, 
Elkton, Bolivar, Brighton, and Richland, to 
Springfield. 

From Warsaw, by Tebo, Calhoun, Clinton, 
and Norris Fork, to Big Creek. 

From Warsaw, by Turkey Creek, Mount 
View, Cross Timbers, Urbana, and Round Prai- 
rie, to Buffalo. 

From Warsaw, vy Hogle’s Creek, to Oceola. 

From Washbourne’s Prairie, by R. Koter’s 
Bridge, Abner Jenning’s, on White River, and 
Lewis Thompson’s,on War Eagle, to Huntsville, 
Arkansas. 

From Washbourne’s Prairie, by Looniesville, 
Pineville, and Rutledge ©. H., to Maysville, 
Arkansas. 

From Waynesville, by Bellefonte, Oakland, 
Cave Springs, Woodbury, Pleasant Prairie, and 
Walnut Forest, to Springfield. 

From Waynesville, by Logan and Sacramento, 
to Hartsvilie. 

From Warrenton to Middletown. 

From Waterloo, by Chambersburg, to Union 
Corners, Towa. 

From Washington, by Union, Beaufort, Bur- 
bois, Enon, Mount Sterling, Linn, Loose Creek, 
Lisle, and ‘Taos, to Jefferson City. 

From Washington, by Newport 
Mills, to Hermann’s. 

From Williamsburg, by Shamrock, Middle. 
town, Prairie Mound, and Ashley, to Bowling 
Green. 

From Westpoint to Westport. 

From Westport, by High Grove, to Harrison- 
ville. 

From Westport to Van Buren, Arkansas. 

From Westport, by New Santa Fe, Plum 
Grove, and Mockville, to Westpoint. 

From Weston, to St. Joseph, via Bloomington. 


and Blish’s 


From Weston, by New Market, Buena Vista, | 


and Estill’s Mills, to Plattsburg. 
From West Prairie to Chillitecaux. 


Minnesota Territory —From Crow Wing, by 
Cass Lake and Red Lake, to Pembina. 

From Crow Wing, by Sandy Lake, to Fond 
du Lac. 

From Decorah, Iowa, by Brownsville, Monte- 
zuma, and Minnesota City, to Wabashaw. 

From Falls of St. Anthony to Little Canada. 

From Falls of St. Anthony, by Stephens’s 
Mill, at Lake Minnetonka, and Walker’s Land- 
ing, to Henderson. ; 

From Fort Atkinson, in Iowa, to Farribault, in 
Minnesota. 

From Mort Ripley to Crow Wing. 

From Fort Snelling to the Falls of St. Anthony. 

From Fort Snelling, by Mendota, Shakanee, 


Henderson, Little Rapids, Le Soeur, and Trav- |! 


erse Des Sioux, to Mankato. 


From Fort Snelling, by Bloomington, Little | 
Rapids, Traverse des Sioux, and Le Soeur, to ji 


Lacqui Parle. 

From Henderson, by Fort Ridgley, to the 
Sioux Agency. 

From Maukassa to Decorrah, lowa. 

From Mendota, by Little Rapids, Traverse 
Des Sioux, and Little Rock, to Lacqui Parle. 

From Minnesota City to Traverse des Sioux. 

From Nelson’s Landing, Wisconsin, by Wah- 
cootak’s Village, Olive Grove, and Mendota, 
Minnesota, to Fort Snelling. i 

From Point Douglas, by Stillwater, Marine 
Milis, Taylor’s, Falls of St. Croix, and Pocke- 
goma Lake, to Falls of St. Louis River of Lake 
Superior. 

From Point Dòuglas, by Cottage Grove and 
Red Rock, to St. Paul. oe fe t 

From Red Wing, on Mississippi river, via 
Fairbault and Henderson, to Fort Ridgely. | 

From St. Paul, by Stillwater and St. Croix 
Falls, to the mouth of Left Hand River, at Fond 
du Lac, in Wisconsin. , 

From St. Paul, by Carlisle, Olive Grove, Point 


Douglas, Prescott, Red Wing, Reed’s Landing, ; 
Nelson’s Landing, Mount Vernon, Winona, ii 
Warner’s į! 


Brownsville, Minnewah, Lacross, ar? 
Landing, Lansing, Capoli, Buena Vista, Prairie 
Du Chien, Gottenburg, Weld’s Landing, to Ga- 
lena. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| From Si. Paul, by Kaposia, Cartisie, Point 


| nesota, Mount Vernon, Reed’s Landing, Nelson’s 
| Landing, Momtoville, La Cross, Wisconsin, 


| nesota City, Lansing, Point Rock, towa, Capoli, 
| and Webster, to Prairie Du Chien, Wisconsin. 

| _ From St. Paul, by Falls of St. Anthony, Itasca, 
| Elk, River, Decorri, Menominee, Clear Lake, 


| Litde Falls, and Bell Prairie, to Fort Ripley. 
From St. Paul, via Redwing, and Reed’s Land- 

: ing, in Wabashaw county, to Lansing, in the 

| State of lowa. 

| From St. Paul, by Stillwater, Marine Mills, 

l and Taylor’s, to Falls of St. Croix. 

| From St. Paul to Fort Atkinson, Iowa. 

| 


From St. Paul to Fort Snelling. 

From St. Paul, by Dekorra, and Elkader, to 
Dubuque, Iowa. 

From Sı. Paul, on the Emigrant route by Fort 
| Ridgely, to the Missouri river. 
| From St. Paul to Little Canada. 


i bault. . 
From St. Anthony, to Taylor’s Falls. 


| Canada. 
|, From Swan River, by Fort Ripley, Red Lake, 
; and Long Prairie, to Pembina. 

From Traverse Des Sioux to Arcadia. 

From Traverse Des Sioux, La Soeur, Hender- 
son, Farribault, and Vermillion River, to St. 
; Paul. 


| zuma, and Brownsville, to Decorrah, Iowa, 


Nebraska Territory.—From Nebraska 
Belleview, and Omacha City, to Fort Calhoun. 


Kansas Territory.—From Fort Leavenworth to 
the Sac and Fox Agency. . 

From Fort Scott to Fort Atkinson. 

From Fort Leavenworth to Fort Riley. 

From Fort Scott to Crawford Seminary. 

From Westport, Missouri, to Fort Scott. 


Iowa —From Apple Grove, via Delhi, Carlisle, 
` and Green Bush, to Winterset. 


| son’s, Scotch Grove, Edinburgh, Anamosa, Ne- 


From Andrew, by Hickory Grove, Spring 
|! Brook, and Bellevue, to Galena, Hiinois. 
From Adel, by Panona and County Seats of 


il 
| 
i 
| ton. 
| 
| Audubon and Shelby, to Magnolia. 
i 


i Abingdon, to Richland. 
i From Apple Grove, by Delphi, Carlisle, and 
| Greenbush, to Winterset. 
From Apple Grove, by Freel, Hartford, and 
; Palmyra, to Indianola. 
From Boonsboro’, by Homer, to Fort Dodge. 
From Brighton, by Valley aad Dutch Creek, 
to South English, 


| bridge, to Fairfield. i 
From Burlington, by Parrish, Lowell, East 


Keosauqna. s 
From Burlington, by Albright’s Bluff, Dale, 

isa. to Muscatine. 
From Burlington, 


by Dodgeville, 
| View, to Muscatine. 


land, and Clay, to Brighton. 

From Bunker Hill to Prairie du Chien. 
: From Bellevue, by Spring Brook, Higginsport, 
| Boon Spring, and Charlotte, to Dewitt. 
From Bloomfield, by Point fsabel, Greene, Ot- 
li tumwa, Chillicothe, and Eddy ville, to Oskaloosa. 
| From Bloomfield, by Drakeville, Unionville, 
i Moravia, lconium, and Greenville, to Chariton. 


i 
' 
t 
j 
i 


vary, and Sharon, to Centreville. 


l: Douglas, Prescott, Wisconsin, Red Wing, Min- | 


li Brownsville, Minnesota, Minniewah, Warner's | 
i Landing, Wisconsin, Winoma, Minnesota, Min- | 


f Sauk Rapids, Watab, Mouth of Swan River, | 


; From St. Paul, by Cannon River, to Farri- | 


From Stillwater, via White Bear Lake, to Little | 


From Wabashaw, by Minnesota City, Monte- 


From Andrew, by Fulton, Iron Hills, John- | 


cot, Boulder, and Spring Grove, to Quasque- | 


From Ashland, by Batavia, Competine, and | 


i From Burlington, by Middletown, Danville, ; 
|! New London, Mount Pleasant, Rome, and Lock- : 


From Bloomfield, by Drakeville, Mount Cal- | 


i 


| 
| 
| 


Grove, Salem, Hillsboro’, Utica, and Union, toi J } 
© bridge, Gower’s Ferry, Newport, and Newport 


Hawkeye, Palo Alto, Toolsboro’, and Port Lou- : 


Yellow | 
| Springs, Linton, Wapello, Harrison, and Grand | 


From Butler, by Steady Run, Lancaster, Rich- |! 


I 
i 
i 
i 


From Bloomfield, by Diakeville, Oak Spring, | 


| Soap Creek, Avery, Albia, Soveiia, Princeton, | 


ii Hamilton, Ely, and Attica, to Knoxville. 
i From Camanche to Albany, in illinois. 


i 


i 
| 
i 
i 
i 


City, | 
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From Camanche to Dewitt. : 
From Chariton, by Corydon and Grand River, 

to Princeton, Missouri. 

From Chariton, by Douglas and Lewis, to 

Council Bluffs. 

From Chariton, by Newbern, Hammondsburg, 
to Indianola. 
From Chariton, by Argo, Glenn’s, Bartlettville, 

White Breast, and Hopeville, to Pisgah. 

From Chariton, by Tallahoma and Oceola, to 

Pisgah. 

From Chariton, by Oceola, Pisgah, Union, 

Adair, and Montgomery C. H., to Coonville. 
From Charleston, by Dover and Salem, to 

Mount Pleasant. 

From Charleston, by Franklin Centre, West 

Point, and Lowell, to Mount Pleasant. 

From Charleston, via Franklin Centre and 

Dover, to Salem, and Mount Pleasant. 

From Cedar Fails to Cedar Lake. 

From Cedar Rapids to Marengo. 

From Cedar Rapids, by Palo, Oak Grove, Beu- 
lah, Vinton, Eliza, and Waterloo, to Cedar Falls. 

From Centreville, by South Fork, Corydon, 

Bethlehem, Cambria, Garden Grove, and Hope- 

ville, to Pisgah. ; 
From Centreville, in Appanoose county, via the 

State Road, to Decatur, in Decatur county. 
From Centreville, by Wells’s Mills, to Lancas- 

ter, Missouri. 

From Centreville, by Iconium, to Chariton. 

From Centreville, by Corydon, South Inde- 
pendence, County Seats of Ringold and Taylor 
counties, to Clarinda, in Page county. 

From Centreville to St. John, Missouri. 

From Centre Point, by Marysville, to Brad- 


| ford, 


From Cedar Falls, by John C. Barrick’s and 
Coon Grove, to Clear Lake. 

From Centrepoint, by Marysville and Enter- 
prise, to Bradford. 

From Colesburg, by Sodamville and Wilson- 
ville, to West Union. 

From Clayton to Lancaster, in Wisconsin. 

From Clayton, by Garnavillo, Elkador, Wage 
ner, and Clearmont, to West Union. 

From Columbus, by Union Prairie, James- 
town, and Decorrah,to Louisville. 

From Columbus City, in Louisa county, to 


! Yatton, in Washington county. 


From Council Bluffs, by Winter Quarters, to 
Fort Calhoun, Nebraska Territory. 

From Council Bluffs, via Magnolia and De 
Soto, to Sargeant’s Bluffs. 

From Council Biuffs, by Traders’ Point, Cerro 
Gordo, Glenwood, Sidney, Austin, and McKis- 
sack’s Grove, to Linden, Missouri. 

From Council Bluffs, by Pidgeon Mills, Boyer’s 
River, Calhoun, Harrison, Sargeant’s Bluffs, Mo- 
nohah, and Wahkaw, to Big Sioux river. 

From Corydon to Chariton Point. 

From Corydon, by Grand River, to Princeton, 
Missouri. 

From Colony, by Poultney, Yankee Settlement, 
and Lodomillo, to Swawherry Point. 

From Davenport, by Centre Grove, Luctin, 
Pedee, Spring Dale, and Carthage, to lowa City. 

From Davenport, by Allen’s Grove, Thorn’s 
Mills, and Walnut Fork, to Anamosa. 

From Davenport, by Linn Grove, Big Rock, 


‘and Cedar Rock Point, to Walnut Fork. 


From Davenport, by Amity, Tipton, Wood- 


Centre, to Iowa City. 

From Decorrah, lowa, to Maukapa. 

From Decorrah to Plum Grove. 

From Decorrah, Lowa, by Brownsville, Monte- 
zuma, and Minnesota Ciy, to Wabashaw. 

From Delhi, by Coffin’s Grove, Quasqueton, 
and Pine, to Independence. 

From Delhi, by Delaware Centre, Mount Hope, 
Forestville, Strawberry Point, Mill Grove, West- 
field, and ‘Taylorsville, to West Union. 

From Delhi, by Hartwick and Erin, to Quas- 
queton. 

From Delhi, by Colesburg, to Garnaville. 

From Drakeville, by Unionville, Moravia, and 
Dodge’s Point, to Garden Grove. 

From Drakeville, by Unionville, Moravia, and 
Iconium, to La Grange. 

From Dubuque, by Fort Dodge, to Sargeant’s 
Biaffs. 

From Dubuque, by Mosalem, Spruce Mills, 
Wickliffe, Sabula, Elk River, Lyons, Camanche, 
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Princeton, Le Clair, and Pleasant Valley, to Da- 
venport. 

From Dubuque, by Independence, through the 
counties of Black Hawk, Grundy, Hardin, Ris 
ley, to Fort Dodge, Yell county. 

From Dubuque, by Centretown, Whitewater, 
and Rockville, to Delhi. 

From Dubuque, by Channingsville, New Vine, 
Oakland, Viola, Tivoli Colony, Newstead, Elka- 
der, Highland, Hlyria, West Union, Douglas, and 
Old Mission, to Fort Atkinson. 


From Dubuque, by West Union, Auburn, and į 


Old Mission, to Decorrah. 

From Dubuque, by Sullivan, Lamotte, Andrew, 
Bridgeport, Maquoketa, Brookfield, Welton, De- 
witt, Walnut Fork, Davenport, Rockingham, 
Blue Grass, and Melpine, to Muscatine. 

From Dubuque, by the Catholic Church at 
Garry Owen, Canton, Cobb, Tipton, Rock Creek, 
and Moscow, to Muscatine. 

From Dubuque, by Buncombe, Otter Creek, 
Farmer’s Creek, and Fulton, to Maquoketa. 

From Dubuque, by New Wine, Strawberry 
Point, Robortson’s Ford, and West Union, to 
Decorrah. 

From Dubuque, by Durango, Pin Oak, Mill- 
ville, and Guttenburg, to Garnavillo. 

From Eddyville, by Des Moines City, Gray’s 
Creek, and Halfway Prairie, to Albia. 

From Eddyville, by Hamilton, Red Cedar 
Mills, and Attica, to Knoxville. 

From Eddyville, by Bluff Creek, Irish Point, 
Berry, Columbus, Leaming’s Point, Riageway, 
and Beaver, to Fort Des Moines. 

From Fairfield, by Libertyville, Towaville, 
New Market, Salt Creek, Florist, and Ohequist, 
to Bloomfield. 

From Fairfield, by Batavia, Agency City, Ot- 
tumwa, Blakesbury, Albia, and La Grange, to 
Chariton. 

From Fairfield, by Haugh’s Point, Brookville, 
Competine, Abingdon, Butler, and Fremont, to 
Oskaloosa. 

From Fairfield to Lancaster. 

From Fairview, by Springville, Marion, Cedar 
Rapids, and Hoosier’s Grove, to Solon. 

From Fairview, by Ridge and Jordan’s Grove, 
to Paris. 

From Farmington, by Union Corners, Milton, 
eg side of Fox river,) and Pulaski, to Bloom- 
field. 

From Fort des Moines, by Boone, Adell, Mc- 
Kay, Allen, and Hamlin’s Grove, to Macedonia. 

Team Fort des Moines, by Summerset, to Indi- 
anola. 

From Fort des Moines, by Saylorsville, Polk 
City, Hopkin’s Grove, Rapids, Bellepoint, 
Boonsboro’, and Dakota, to Homer. 

From Fort Des Moines, by Story C. H., to 
Eldora, the county seat of Hardin. 

From Fort Des Moines, by Marietta, Cedar 
Falls, Mentral, and Old Mission, to Prairie du 
Chien, Wisconsin. 

From Fort Des Moines, by Greenbush and 
Montpelier, to Winterset. 

From Fort Des Moines to Marietta, via Ne- 
vada. 

From Fort Atkinson, by Decorrah, to Lansing. 

From Fort Madison, by West Point, Grove, 
Vega, Glasgow, Wooster, and Harmony, to 
Fairfield. 

From Fort Madison, by West Point, Big 
Mound, and Utica, to Keosauqua. 

From Fort Madison, by Denmark, Parrish, 
New London, Pleasant Grove, Dodgeville, Yel- 
low Springs, and Kossuth, to Hickory Point, in 
Des Moines county. 

From Fort Madison, by Franklin and Prim- 
rose, to Farmington. 

From Fort Madison, by Appanoose, Illinois, 
Pontoosoc, and Dallas City, to La Harpe. 

From Glenwood, Mills county, by Nebraska 
Depot, to Nebraska Centre. 

From Garnavillo, by Farmersbarg and Mce- 
Gregor’s Landing, to Prairte du Chien, W iscon- 
sin. 

From Garnavillo, by Farmersburg and Mo- 
nona, to Hardin. 


From Garden Grove, by Decatur C. H. and || 


New Bada, to Lott’s Grove. 
From Gardiner Grove, by South Independence 


and county seats of Ringgold and Taylor coun- || 


ties, Nodaway, Clorinda, and Sidney, to Gaston. | 


From Hardin, by Lybrand, Frankville, Trout 


River, Decorrah, and Burr-Oak, to Saint Paul, 
Minnesota. 


From Independence, by Mentral and Bradford, || 
to Old Mission. | 
From Independence, by Elk Run and Water- | 


loo, to Cedar Falls. 

From Independence, by Cedar Falls, and 
through the counties of Black Hawk, Grundy, 
Hardin, and Risley, to Fort Dodge, in Yell 
county. 

From Indianola, by Handsome View, Oceola, 
White Breast, Garden Grove, South Independ- 
ence, Decatur, New Buda, Nine Eagles, and 
Burr-Oak, Missouri, to Princeton, Missouri. 

From Iowa City, by Solon, Ivanhoe, Mount 


Vernon, Fairview, Anamosa, Monticello, Bow- || 


en’s Prairie, Cascade, Fillmore, and Milleroy, to | 
Dubuque. j 

From Iowa City, by Old Man’s Creek, Mil- | 
lersburg, Deep River, Montezuma, Newton, and | 
Parkersburg, to Fort des Moines. ' 

From lowa City, by Capi, Homestead, Ma- | 
rengo, Downard, and Bear Creek, to Montezuma. | 

From lowa City, by Frank Pierce, Wasson- | 
ville, South English, and Sigourney, to Lancas- 
t 


From Montrose, by Ambrosia, and Spring 
Prairie, to St. Francisville, Missouri. 

From Mount Pleasant, by Trenton and Ger- 
manville, to Brighton. 

From Moneek, by Smith’s Mill, Rossville, Paint 


i! Rock, and McGregor’s Landing, to Prairie du 


Chien, Wisconsin. 

From Muscatine, by Strawberry Hill, Colura- 
bus City, Pottsville, Amboy, Washington, Dutch 
| Creek Valley, Lancaster, Sigourney, Springfield, 
Hopewell, and Rose Hill, to Oskaloosa. 

From Muscatine, by Pike, Seventy-Seven, Yat- 
ton, Richmond, and North English, to Millersburg. 

From Muscatine, by Fairport, West Buffalo, 
and Rockingham, to Davenport. 

From McGregor’s Landing, by Elgin and West 
Union, to Bradford. 

From McGregor’s Landing, by Monona, Har- 
| din, Postville, Winnesheik, Moneek, and Ossian, 
to Old Mission. 

From McGregor’s Landing to Bunker Hill. 

From McGregor’s Landing, by Monona and 
Clermont, to West Union. 

From New Boston, Illinois, via Wapello, 
Washington, Lancaster, Oskaloosa, Knoxville, 


| Indianola, Winterset, to Council Bluffs, Iowa. 


er. i 
From Iowa City, by Richmond, Washington, | 
Brighton, and Wainut, to Fairfield. i 
From lowa City, by West Liberty and Over- | 
man’s Ferry, to Muscatine. i 
From Kane, by Pidgeon Mills, Boyer River, ; 
Sargeant’s Bluffs, Harrison, Monona, and Wak- | 
haw C. H., to Big Sioux River. | 
From Kane to Sargeant’s Bluffs. i 
From Keokuk, by Summitville, Charleston, | 
Utica, Winchester, Birmingham, Libertyville, : 
Cotton Grove, Ashland, Agency City, and Dah- : 
lonega, to Oskaloosa. 


j 
From Keokuk, by Camargo, String Prairie, || 


Croton, Warren, Farmington, Bonaparte, Ben- 
tonsport, Vernon, Keosauqua, Pittsburg, Leb- 
anon, Oak Point, Troy, Stringtown, and Taylor, i 
to Bloomfield. 

From Keokuk, by Summitville, Montrose, Fort 
Madison, and Augusta, to Burlington. 

From Keosauqua, by Pittsburg, Rising Sun, 
Philadelphia, Lick Creek, Business Corner, and 
lowaville, to Ashland. 

From Keosauqua, by Home, Missouri, Upton, ; 
Iowa, and Wyaconda, to Memphis, Missouri. 

From Keosauqua, by Winchester and Birming- 
ham, to Fairfield. 

From Knoxville, by Pleasantville, Wheeling, | 
Three Rivers, and Carlisle, to Fort des Moines. 

From Knoxville, by Parkersville, Lagrange, 
and South Fork, to Centreville. 

From Knoxville, by Chariton, Argo, and į 
Glenn’s, to Garden Grove. 

From Knoxville, by Attica and La Grange, to | 
South Fork. 

From Lansing, by Indian Mission, to Fort 
Atkinson. 

From Lansing, by Wawkon, Lycurgus, De- 
corrah, and Fort Atkinson, to Walnut Creek. 

From Lansing to Lycurgus. 

From Lancaster, by Springfield, Indianapolis, : 
Union Mills, and Montezuma, to Big Woods. 

From Lancaster, by Springfield, Indianapolis, 
and Union Mills, to Montezuma. 

From Lewis, by Quincy, to Clarinda. 

From Linton, by Morning Sun, Virginia Grove, | 
Hope Farm, Columbus City, Port Allen, and | 
Seventy-Seven, to Iowa City. | 

From Louisville to Fort Dodge. 

From Marengo to Marietta. 

From Marengo, by Toledo, to Efdora. 


ledo, Legiand, and Timber Creek, to Marietta. 
From Macedonia, by Montgomery and Noda- 


way C. H., to Maryaville, Missouri. $ 


From Macedonia, by Bethlehem, to Glenwood. 
From Marion, by La Fayette and Centre Point, 
to Quasqueton. | 
From Marietta to Eldora, 
From McKay, in Dallas county, by Penora | 
and the County Seats of Guthrie, Audubon, i 
Shelbys and Harrison counties, to Sargeant’s | 
Bluff. i 
From Minnesota City to Traverse des Sioux. | 
From Monona, by Bunker Hill, Paint Rock, | 
and Columbus, to Lansing. i 
From Monona, by Waukon, to Rossville. 
From Monona, by Smithfield and Crossville, | 
to Lansing. 


! 
|| From Winterset, by 
i 
:; Quincy, 


Il Nebraska Territory. 


From New London, by Wayne, Crawfords- 


| ville, Amboy, Davis’s Creek, Yatton, and Sev- 


enty-Kight, to lowa City. 

From Newton, by Pella, Amsterdam, Knox- 
ville, and Chariton, to Garden Grove. 

From Newton, by Timber Creek, to Marietta. 
i From Nodaway, by Montgomery, to Mace- 

onia. 

From Nodaway, by Centre, to Maryville, 
Missouri. 

From Osceola, by Prairie Grove, to Peru. 

From Oskaloosa, by Scott, Bellefontaine, Eng- 
lish Settlement, Knoxville, Indianola, Winterset, 


ii Wahtahwa, Cold Spring, and Macedonia, to 
Council Bluffs. 


From Oskaloosa, by Pella, Monroe, Red Rock, 


i| Bennington, Con., Apple Grove, and Rising Sun, 


to Fort Des Moines. 
From Oskaloosa, by Warrenville, Granville, 


|! and Lynnville, to Newton. 


From Ottumwa C. H. to Albia. 
From Oskaloosa to Auburn. 
From Oak Point, by Home, Union Corners, 


|| Chambersburg, Missouri, Waterloo, and St. 


Francisville, to Alexandria. 

From Pisgah, by Quincy and Montgomery, to 
Glenwood. 

From Pisgah, by Adair, to Cold Spring. 

From Pisgah, by Winterset, to Adell. 

From Pisgah, by Johnson’s, to Macedonia. 

From Quasqueton, by Burke, to Vinton. 

From Quasqueton, by Buckingham, Legrand, 
Timber Creek, Minerva,and Parkersburg, to Fort 
| Des Moines. 

From Red Rock, by Paran City and Pleasant- 
ville, to Indianola. 

From Sabula, by Sterling, Maquoketo, and 
Thomas Green’s, in Jones county, to Anamosa. 

From Sabula to Savannah, Ilinois. 

From Salem to Columbus City. 

From Stillwater, via White Bear Lake, to Lit- 


it tle Canada. 


From Salem, by Mount Pleasant and Stock- 


|| ley’s, to Hope Farm. 


From Sigourney, by Indianapolis, to Monte- 
zama. 
From Tipton, by Walnut Fork, Highland 


|| Grove, Anamosa, Grove Creek, Uniontown, Cas- 


|e Grove, Delhi, Littleport, Orrin Glen, Lodo- 


|| millo, and Ead’s Grove, to Garnavillo. 
From Marengo, by Prairie Creek, Koszta, To- i 5 i 


From Tipton, by Spring Rock, Dixon, Buena 


‘| Vista, Orange, De Witt, Cherry Wood, and 


Lyon’s, to Fulton, Ilinois. 
| From Tipton, by Red Oak, Pioneer, Lisbon, 


|| Mount Vernon, St. Mary’s, and St. Julian’s, to 
‘| Marion. 


From Washington, by Marcellus and Tren- 
ton, to Mount Pleasant. 

From Washington, by Valley, to Lancaster. 

From Wapello, by Hope Farm, Spring Run, 


: and Crawfordsville, to Washington. 
i 


From Wapello, by Toolesboro’, to New Bos- 


: ton, Hlinois 


Adell, to Boonesboro’. _ 
in Madison county, via 
Adams county, and Sidney, Fremont 
county, to Table Creek, (Old Fort Kearney,) in 


From Winterset, 
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From West Liberty, by Pedee, to Rock Creek. | 
From West. Union, by Clermont, to McGreg- | 
or’s Landing. 

From West Union, by Eldorado, to Decorrah. 


-California --From. Auburn, by Illinoistown, 
Mountain Springs, to Green Valley, in Placer 
county. o = Pis 

. From Benicia, by Suizan, to Grafton. 

From Benicia, by Vacaville, Puta Creek, Enos, į 
Cache Creek, Yolo, Grafton, and. Fremont, to 
Washington. 

From Benicia, by Martinez, Alamo, San Ra- 
mon, and Mission San Jose, to San Jose. =<- | 

From Benicia, by Vallejo, Napa, and Santa 
Rosa, to Sonoma.” i 

From Crescent City, by Jacksonville, Oregon, 
to Yreka, in California. : i 

From Diamond Springs, by Newtown and Wis- 
consin Bar, to Grizzly. Flat, in Eldorado county. | 

From, Double Springs, by Angel’s Camp, to | 
Murphy’s. 

From Drytown 
gings. . 

From Foster’s Bar, by Foster City and Mos- | 
cow, to Minnesota, in Sierra county. 

From Jackson, by Butte City, Clinton, Volca- 
no, and Upper Rancheria, to Fiddletown, 

From Los Angeles to San-Diego. 

From Los Angeles:to San Bernardino, ‘by 
Monte. P : g ya 

From Los Angeles, b 
ville, Tulare county. . 

From Marysville, by Linda, Owsley Bar, and 
Kennebec Bar, to Empire Ranch. 

From Marysville, by Spanish Flat, Chandler- 
ville. St. Louis, and Pine Grove, to Gibsonville. 
From Marysville, by Johnson’s Ranch, Vir- 
ginia, Gold Hill, and Ophirviile, to Auburn. 
~ From Marysville, by Dry Creek, Parke’s Bar, 
Oregon ELouse, Foster’s Bar, Camptonville, and 
Goodyear’s Bar, to Downeyville. 

From Marysville, by Parke’s Bar, Rough and 
Ready, and Grass Valley, to Nevada. / 

From Marysville, by Mount Ophir, Bidwell’s 
Bar, and Forbestown, to Gibsonville. 

From Marysville to Nevada. 

From Marysville, by Charley’s Ranch, Ham- 
ilton, Chico, Lassen’s, Tehama, Red Bluffs, and 
Cotton wood, to Shasta. 

From Marysville, by Keystone Ranch, Fos- 
-ter’s Bar, Camptonville, and -Goodyear’s Bar, to 
Downieville 

From Mokelume Hill, by Campo, Seco, Win- | 
ter’s Bar, and Lancha Plana, to Jone Valley. - i 

From Mokelume Hill, by McKinney’s and 
Humbug, to Murphy’s. 

From Monterey, by San Luis Obispo and San | 
Ynez, to Santa Barbara... ; i 

From. Nevada,. by Robertson’s Bridge and 
Emory’s Crossings, to Downieville. ; 

From Oakland, by San Lorenzo, Alvarado, and 
San-Jose Mission, to San Jose. : 

From Oakland to Martinez. A 

From Onion Valley, by Washington, to Seven- 
ty-six. : : 
__ From Petaluma, 
River. . = ` 

From Placerville, by Logtown, Nashville, and 
Saratoga, to Drytown. ` i 
From Petaluma, by 
Ross and Big River. 2 

From Quartzburgh, by Millertown, Campbell’s | 
Ferry, on King’s River, and Visalie, to Woodville. 

From Round Tent, by Lower Crossing of Deer 
Creek, ‘Point Defiance, French Corral, Sweet- 
land’s, Cherokee, and Moore’s Flat, to Minne- 
sota, in Sierra county. ` 

From Sacramento City, by Jones’s Valley, 
Jackson, and Mokelumne Hill, to Sonora. 

From Sacramento City, by Mud Spring 
Shingle Spring, to Diamond Springs. ` 
- From Sacramento City, by Deer Creek, Buck 
Eye Fiat, aid Mad Spring, to Diamond Springs. 

From Sacramento City; by Carson Valley, in 


by Fiddletown, to Indian Dig- 


? 


y Tejon Pass, to Wood- 


by Santa Rosa, to Russian 


Smith’s Ranch, to Fort 


and 


‘Utah, Box Elder, and: Youngsville, to Salt Lake. 
-: From Sacramento City to Colssa. f 
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From Sacramento City, by Fremont, Grafton, 
Colusa; Monr@eville, and Moon’s Ranch, to Te- 
ama. Jaa uote a 
From Sacramento, City, by. Salmon: Falls and 
Louisville, to Georgetown. Ute ates 
. From Sacramegto City, by. Round Tent, Rough 
and Ready, Johnson’s Ranch, and Grass Valley, 
to Navada City. wae Ss 
From Sacramento City, by Fremont, 
ton. : eh ey Bak 
From Sacramento. City to Gphirville. 
From Sacramento.. City,. by. Beale’s, Con- 
demned,.and Dotan’s.Bars, to Rattlesnake Bar.. 


‘to Graf- 


i| From Sacramento City, by Cosumne, Drytown, 
-Butler Creek, and Jackson, to Mokelume Hill. 


From Sacramento City, by Texas Hill, Mor- 
mon Island, Green Valley, Culloma, and Cold 


| Spring, to Placerville. 


From Sacramento City, by Elk Grove, Eili- 
ott’s Ranch, Buckner, and Staple’s Ranch, to 
Stockton. 

From Sacramento City, by Texas Hill, Mor- 
mon Island, Salmon Falls, and Greenwood, to 
Georgetown. i 


From Sacramento City, by Nicholaus and || 


i| Eliza, tò Marysville. | Rickreal, and Lackemute, to Corvallis: -> 


From Sacramento City, by Dirytown, Lower 
Ranche, via Armadore and Sutter Creek, to Jack- 
son. 

From Sacramento City, by Auburn and Yankee 
Jim’s, to Michigan Bloffs. a 

From San Diego, by Santa Isabel, to Fort 
Yuma, Rio Colorado: `` ; 

From ‘San Francisco, (by sea,) by Trinidad 
and Crescent City, to Humboldt Bay. 

From San Francisco, by Gray’s Harbor, in 
Oregon, and Olympia, to Stielacoom. 

From San. Francisco, (by sea,) by: Monterey, 
San Luis. Obispo, Santa Barbara, an San Pedro, 
to San Diego. 

From San Francisco, by Steinberger, 
Clara, to San Jose. 2 : 

From San Francisco, by Martinez, Marsh’s 
Landing; and New York, to Stockton. : 

From San Francisco, by Martinez, to Sacra- 
mento City. 

FromSan 
City. - 

From San Francisco to Petaluma. 

From San Francisco to San Rafael... 

From Santa Barbara to Los Angeles. 

From San Juan, by Watsonville, to Santa Cruz. 

From San Jose, by Gilroy and San Juan, to 
Monterey. 

Erom San Pedro, by Los Angeles, 
Reed’s Ranche, to San Bernardino. 

From. San Jose, by San Jose Mission, Alva- 
rado, Squatterville, and Clinton, to Oakland. 

From San Jose, by San Jose Mission, San Re 
mone, and Alamo, to Martinez. =. ; 

From San Jose to Santa Cruz. 

From Shasta, by Lewiston, 
Trinity, to Big Bar. f 

From Shasta to Yreka. 


and Santa 


Francisco, by Benicia, to Sacramento 


From Sonora, by Jacksonville, Curtisville, Big || 


Oak Fiats, Garrote, and Maxwell’s Creek, to 
Mariposa. ` i 
= From Sonora, by. Carson *s Creek, Angel’s, 
Forman’s Ranch, San Andreas, and Jones’s Val- 
ley, to Sacramento Cit a 
From Sonoma, by 
San Rafael. ; 
“From Stockton, by Double Springs, Lakey’s 
Store, San Andreas, Kentucky House, Forman’s 
Ranch, Angel’s, and Vallecito,to Murphy’s. 
From Stockton, by Horr’s Ranche, Quartz- 
burg; Mount Ophir, and Aqua Fria, to Mariposa. 
From Steckton to Mokelumne Hill. ct 
From “Stockton, by Knight’s Ferry, Green 
Springs, Montezuma, Wood’s Diggings, Colum- 
bia, and Sham’s Fiat, to Sonora. s o'pi 
From Stockton, by Snelling’s Ranch and Mil- 
lerstown, to Woodville, in Tulare county.: 
From Stockton, by Third Crossing, Double 
Springs, and Mokelumne Hill, to Jackson. --- 
: From Uniontown, by South Fork, Big Bar; and 
North Fork of Trinity, to Weaverville. pa 


Bodego and Peteluma, to 


Monte, and } 


Weayersville, and! 


jz From Weaverville to Yreka. ie 


Ji Hill, in Placer. county:. 


| boro’. * 


| pendence, Bloomington, and New: 


-* New Szaims....No. 


‘From Yankee Jim’s, by Eli 
From Yreka; by Scott 
Orleans Bar, and Tom 
j, From Yreka, by Can 

ritory. o a ist 
From Yreka,-b: 


zabethtow 


Oregon: Territory—From Albany, (Takeriah;) 
by Burlington, to Thurston, in Linn county.” 
From, Astoria, by,.Gathlamette, Oak Point, 
Rainier, St. Helen’s, Columbia.City, and Sauvie’s 
island, to Portland. i ee: 
_-From Astoria, by. Hillsboro’, Tualatin, North 
Yam Hill, Steward’s,; South, Yam. Hill, Hamp- 
ton’s, Wesmith’s Mills, King’s Valley, Calapooia, 
and Youcalla,to Shasta, Californias: ; <i 
From Cascades to Wascapum. >- 
From Columbia City, by Washoug: 
gadeg: of ln Fe pened ede! 
_.From.Wascapum by. Fort Boise and, 
to Salt Lake, in Utah. Be eg 
From. Lafayette, by. Dayton; Sprin 


g Valley, 
Hills- 
John 


From Linn City, by Mount Sylvania, to 
From Linnton, by. Tualitin Plains. and 
Harrison’s Mills, to Forest Grove.. : 

From Corvallis to King’s Valley. 

From Corvallis, by Jennyopolis, Starr’s Point, 
and Siaslaw, to Yoncalla. ny 

From North Canyonville, by Middle Ferry,ion 
Rogue River, Dardanelles, Jacksonville, and: Kia 
math, California, to Yreka. © 0° y a 

From Oregon City, by Molalla; 

From Oregon City, by Willametta, Buteville, 
Champoag,. Fairfield, Salem, Cincinnati,, Inde- 
Albanyinite 


res 


Corvallis. 
_; From Oregon City ito: La. Fayette.; Ca 
From Oregon City, by Harrison, Wright's, 
Richard Miller’s, and Samuel Allen’s, to Selem. 

From Oregon City, by Lebanon, to. Sublimity: ` 
From: Portland, by:-Milwaukee, to Oregon: City; . 
From Portland, by Harris’s Ferry, Chehalem, 
La Fayette, Forest’s, Rickreal, and- Laville’s 
Store, to Corvallis, ats 4 
From Portland, by 


Hillsboro’, Tualitin, ‘and 


| Wapatoo, to La Fayette. i 


From. Portland, by; Montsylvani 
Ferry, Rock Creek, < Chehalam, Gap 
Ferry, and Old French Mission, to Salem i 

From Port Orford to Shasta, California:.:."). > 

From Salem, by Cincinnati, Ford’s, and, Dal- 
las, to Tillamook. |: ses fi 


From Salem to E. H. Randal inn 
county. : ae 
From Salem, by Santiam City, Central, Wash- 


ington, -Callapooia, Union Point, : Lot Shaw’s 
Mills, Willamette Forks, McKenzie, Eugene 
City, and Spencer Butte, to Pleasant Hill, %4 
From Salemto Franklin. Butte 0000 
From Salem, by Cincinnati and Rickreal, to 
Dallas a AAA ee axa need 
From Salem, by Doake’s Férry, tò La F 


ette. | p 
From Sublimity, by San 
ant Hill. ~ : : ee 
- “From: Syracnse, by: Albany, Burlington, and 
Thurston, to Willamette Forks. 77 8S. 
From Yoncalla; by Oakland, Deer Creek, Win- 
heater, and Myrtle ‘Creek, to North Canyon- 
‘ville. BE Teas eek GPRS cers ei 
From Yoncalla, by Elkton, Mouth of Umpqua, 
Scottsburg, and Gardiner, to Umpqua City..." 
< From Washington Butte to'Grass Hill, in Lion 


tyam Forks, to. 


|| county. ; ee 
Washington Territory.—From Cathlame ti 
Ford’s. i ee AE E a 
From Astoria, by Cheriook, Edmonston, Tarlit, 


Oyster Beach, Brigham City, an 
route to ‘intersect the route from Olympia, 
Gray’s Harbor, 7 o 

“From Olympia te Gray’s Harbor: %% 0" * 


d most direct 
to 


_August, 


2322 


From Olympia; by Ford’s, to Chenook City.” - 
~~ Rron Olympia toShoalwater Bay. ~~~ 
From Oly mpia:to Seatide. ; ; : 
From Pacific City, by Chenook, Cathlamette, 
Oak, Point, Monticello, Catllaposte, Columbia 
Gity, Cascade City, and Fort Wailawalla, to 
“Wailepta. ` 
From Port Townsend, by Port. Discovery, to 
‘New Dungernéss. 
From Rainier, by Monticello; Cowlitz, High- 
and, ‘and:Olympia; to Steilacoom. a 
‘From Seattle, by- Port: Madison, Kelt’s: Mills, 
~“Penn’s Cove, and: Whatcom, to Port Townsend. 
From Seattle to the De Warnish Mills. ` 
“From St. Helen’s, by Cathlapoote, to Pekin. 
From Steilacoom by Alki, to Seattle. 
From Wailepta, by Wallawalla, Walker’s, and 
‘Eel’s Mission, and Brown’s, to‘Fort Colville. 


From: W ailepta, by Craig’s Coeur D’Aleine, | 


«Mission and St: Mary’s Valley; to FortBenton, 
dn ‘Nebraska Territory. h 


Utah “Territory. —From Salt Lake. City, -by 
-American Fork, Provo:City, Springfield, Payson, 
Summit Creek, Nephi City, Fillmore: City; Red 
Creek, Parovan, Johnson’s Springs, Cold Creek, 
Santa Clara, and San Bernardino, (Califoraia,) to 
Ban’ Diego. : 

From Salt Lake City, by Union, Draper, Pal- 
myra; Lehi City, Américan Fork, Pleasant Grove, 
Provo City, Payson, Springville, Summit, Nephi 
City, Corn Creek; Fillmore City, Salt Creek, and 
Canal Creek, to Manti. 

- From Salt Lake City, by: Fort Laramie, to 
Council Bluffs, in lowa. us 
“From Salt Lake City, by Stoker, Farmington, 

ud Kaysville, to Ogden City. i 

From Salt Lake City, by Nuff’s Mills, Mill 
Creek, Holladay ’s Settlement, Little Cottonwood, 
and Drapersville, to Mountainville. 

‘From Salt Lake. City, by Taylorsville, West į 
Jordan; Gardner’s Mills, Bingham’s Kanyan, to 
Cedar Valley. 

From Toele City to Grantsville. 

*From:Salt Lake City to Toele City. 

“From Salt Lake City, by Utah Lake, to Sand 
Pitch, Valley. ; 


New Mexico From Albuquerque, by Zuni, to | 
Woad ville, California. 

From Santa. F'é, by Albuquerque, Socorro, Los 
Cuzees, Donna Anna, Fort: Fillmore, Frontero, 
(Texas, El Paso, San Elizario, Magoffinsville, 
and Leona, to San Antonio. oe 

“From Santa Fé, by San Miguel, Las Vegas, 
and Port Union, Missouri, to Independence. 

From Santa Fs;by La Canada and Albicin, to 
Fernando de Taos. -000 oe 

“Brom Santa Fé to Salt Lake City, in Utah, 

“From Santa Fë to Las Vegas. : 

From Taos to Donna Anna. , 
From Donand, by Lort Belknap, to Gainesville, 
iniPekas.. 6 


Aprrovep, August 3, 1854. - 


No. 1.—Joint Resolution 
` Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives ofthe. United: States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the thanks of Congress are due, 
andare hereby tendered, to Brevet Major General 
John E. Wool, for his distinguished services. in 
the late war,with Mexico; and especially for the 
‘akill, enterprise, and courage which distinguished 

his. conductat.the battle of .Buena Vista. 

_ Resolved, That the President be requested to 
cause a sword, with suitable devices, to be pre- 
sented. to:General: Woolas a testimony of the 
high sense entertained by Congress of his gallant 
and judicious conduct on that memorable occasion. 
~ Resolied, That the President be requested to 
cause a copy of the foregoing resolutions to be 
transmitted to General Wool. 

Arproven, January 24, 1854. 


No..2.—2 Resolution authorizing an Increase in. the 
Force in the Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Printing. 


Resolved by. -the .Senale.und House of Represent- 


qt 
if 


| 
jt 
i 


atives of the United States of America in Congress 

~assembled, That the Superintendent of the Public 

Printing be; and he is hereby, authorized toiin- 

crease the force in his office by the appointment 

(i of two additional. clerks, at the same salary per 

‘ annam ñow allowed the clerks empioyed therein. 
~Approven, February 10, 1854. 


“No. 3.—s4 Resolution for supplyinf new Members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives with such 
Books of a public character as have been heretofore 
supplied. 

“Resolved by the Senate and Mouse of Represent- 


jb atives of the United States of America in Congress 


assembled, That each of the new members of the 
| two Houses of Congress be supplied with the same 
! number and description of such books of a public 
character as were supplied to each member of the 
Senate or Houseof Represeritatives during thelast 
Congress: Provided, They’ be furnished by: the 
«fublishers at prices not exceeding those at which 
they. Have been heretofore supplied for the use of 
the members of either House. 
AppRoven, February 23, 1854. 


No. 4.—Joint Resolution authorizing a Supplemental 
Contract for certain Marble for the Capitol Exten- 
sion. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in. Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized. to. cause a sup+ 
| plemental contract to be made with the contractors 
| for marble for the Capitol extension, to procure 
i the columns and ashlar in larger blocks than re- 
| quired by the specifications of their present con- 
tract. 

Aprrovep, March 1, 1854. 


No. 5.—1 Resolution accepting certain Volumes and 
Medals presented by her Britannic Majesty’s Gov- 


i 
i ernment to the United States. 
| 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
| adives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Government of the United 
States accept the presentation volumes and medals 
illustrative of the Exhibition in London, in eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-one, presented by her Bri- 
tannic: Majasty’s: Government, in behalf of ‘her 
: Majesty’s commissioners for the said exhibition, 
and that they be placed in the Library of Congress. 
Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be com- 
rounicated tothe British Government in such.-man- 
ner as the President of the United States may see 
proper. 
| Approven; March 27, 1854. 


i! No. 6.—Joint Resolution authorizing the Secretary of 


1 

| À À 

| the Treasury and Light-House Board to determine 
upon the site, plun, and mode of' constructing the 
Light-House on Cohasset Roeks, and for other pur- 
poses. 


Resólvéd by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Light-House Board. be, and hereby‘ are, author- 
ized to determine upon the.site, plan, and mode 
of constructing the light-house apon the Cohasset 

| rocks, on the southerly side of the entrance into 
Boston-harbor. And so much of the actapproved 


two, and the act approved March third, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three, relative to the rebuilding 
of the light-howse on Minot’s Ledge, as are incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act, are hereb 
repealed, 

` Approvep, March 27, 1854. 


No. 7.—Joint Resolution relative to Bids for Provis- 
ions, Clothing, and Small-Stores for the wse of the 
Navy. ; ; f 
Resolved dy the Senate and House of: Represent- 

atives of the United States of America.in Congress 

assembled, ‘Ehatall bids for supplies of provisions, 
clothing,and smail-stores for-the use of the Navy 
may be rejected, at the option of the Department, 
if :mdde by. one whois not known as a manufac- 
turer of, or-regular. déaler in, the article propesed 


distinctly stated-in the bids offered: that the bids 


the conditions of any contracts they may have pre- 


to be furnished;.which fact or the reverse must be | 


of all persons who: may have failed to comply with } 


August ‘thirty-one, eighteen hundred ‘and fifty- || 


‘viously entered into with the United States, shall, 
atthe option of the Department, be rejected; that 
if more than one bid be offered for the supply of 
an article on account of any one party either in his 
own namé, or iù the name of his partner, clerk, 
or any other person, the whole of such bids shall 
be rejected at the option of the Department—and 
that. copartners of any firm shall. not be received 


-as sureties for each other——and that whenever it 


may be deemed necessary for the interest of the 
Government and the health of the crews of the 
United States vessels, to procure particular brands 


-of flour, which are known to keep best on‘distant 


stations, the Bureau of Provisions: and Clothing, 
with the approbation of the Secretary of the Navy, 
be, and hereby is, authorized to procure the sime 
on the best terms, in market overt. 

. Approven, March 27, 1854. 


No. 8.—.2 Resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay the Expenses of Codifying and 
‘Revising the Revenue Laws. 

Resolved bu the Senate and House of Represent- 
alives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there be, and hereby is, appropri- 
ated, outof any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, five thousand -doilars, of so 
much thereof as may be necessary to pay for pre- 
paring a general revenue law in accordance witha 
resolution of the Senate, passed in January, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, andthe 
necessary expenses, and that the Secretary ofthe 
Treasury report to Congress, at its meeting in 
December next, the items of such pay and ex- 
penditures, 

Arrrovenp, April 6, 1854. 


No. 9.—4 Joint Resolution authorizing the Account- 
ing Officers of the Treasury to adjust the Expenses 
of a Board af Commissioners, appointed by the Tèr- 
ritorial Assembly of Oregon, to prepare a Code of 
Laws.—Allso, to adjust the Expense of Collecting 

-and Printing certain Laws and Archives of ‘the 
Territory of Oregon. abe 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 

atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That the accounting officers of the 

Treasury be authorized to adjust’ the expense ofa 

board of commissioners appointed under ‘An 

act? of the Legislative Assembly of Oregon ‘to 
create a board of commissioners to prepare a code 
of laws forthe Territory of Oregon,” which passed 
the House of Representatives on the eighth day 
ef January, eighteen hundred and fifty three, and 
the Council on. the twelfth of January, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three; and to adjust the expense 
incurred,under another act of the said Legislative 

Assembly, entitled  Anactto provide for the col- 

Tection and publication of the laws and archives of 

Oregon,’ which passed the Council on the tweén- 

ty-second of December, eighteen hundred’ and 

fifty-two, and the House. of “Representatives. on 
thetwenty-sixth of January, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-three, and that the just and proper compen- 
sation and expense found to have. been reasonably 
and necessarily incurred,.be paid from the balan¢e 
of appropriations ‘for compensation and mileage 
of the members of the Legislative Assembly, offi- 
cers, clerks, and contingent expenses of the As- 
sembly of Oregon,” now standing on the books of 
the Treasury unexpended. 

Arrroven, May 3, 1954. 


No. 10.—4 Resolution for extending an existing 
Contract for carrying the. Mail in Alabama.. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
alives of the. United States of America.in Congress 
assembled, That the Postmaster General be, and he 
hereby is; authorized to extend the existing con- 
tract for carrying the mail upon the route between 
Montgomery and Mobile, for. four years from the 
time at which said contract. would expire by its 
own: limitation, if, in his opinion, the public in- 
terest and convenience will be promoted. by such 
extension of said contract. i R 
ArrrovED, May 3, 1854. 


No. 11.—Joint Resolution directing the connection 
of the Public Surveys in Alabama with the bound- 
ary line between the States of Alabama and Florida, 
Resolved by- the Senate and House of Represent- 

atives- of the United States of America m Congress 

axembled, That the connection of:the public sur- 


1854. 


veysiin Alabamawith the boundary. line between | | 


the States of A labama.and Florida, shall. be made 
„under thedirection of the General Land Office,and 
that the same- be executed as early.as: practicable.’ 


, APPROVED, June. 29, :1854, 


UNo. 12.—Joint: Resolution explanatory of the second: 
i241 seatton. of «Pu Resolution: to establish, certain: Post 
= Routes,” anproved:July.twelve, one thousind eight 
hundred and fifty-two. Spat oe ale 
Resolved by the Senate and. Mouse- of: Represent- 
atives of the United States-of America in Congress. 
assembled, That. thesecondsection.of:the joist res- 
„olution to establish certain post reytes, approved 
July twelve, one thousand eight hundred and. fifty- 
two, be so construed,as to authorize the Postmas- 
‘ter General topay a reasonable compensation .to 
;the persons carrying. the: mail.. from Valonia: 
Springs, by the way. of Nineveh,and. Coventry. to’ 
Oxford, and from. Oxford, by.the way.of Coven- 


try ville to South: Bainbridge,.in ‘the State. of New 


York, from the time the,mail.was directed to. be. 
carried on said routes, up to the time the first. con- 


tracts went.into operation thereon, exclusive of 
what has been paid under. gaid resolution, and at 
the same rate. ne 

. Approven, July-.17, 1854. 


No. 13.—A Resolution for the Distribution of the 
| Works of. Thomas Jefferson. 
_ Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
- atives, of the. United States of. America in. Congress 
assembled, That the. Secretary of, the Senate and 
othe Clerk of. the House, of Representatives he, 
and they hereby are, directed.;to. distribute, by 
mail or otherwise, the: works. now publishing by 
authority of Congress,.known as the works of 
Thomas Jefferson, inthe -manner .following, pto 
wit: To the President. of, the United States, one 
„copy; to thelibraries of the different Departments, 
of the Postmaster General and the Atiorney Gen- 
eral, one :copy; to each member of the ;present 
Senate and, House of Representatives, one copy; 
_to.the office of the. Secretary, of the; Senate, five 
- copies; to the library of the House of.Represent- 
;atives, ten copies; to the library of Congress, six 
_ copiess. to the libraries of the tates and: Territo- 
oties.of the Union, each one copy; to the Smith- 
gonian Institution, the Military Academy, and 
the Naval School at Annapolis, each one copy; 
to the Joint Committee on the Library, for the 
„purpose: of international 


tions or associations as shall be designated by the 


‘present Committee on the Library, three hundred | 


< copies. `. R, im 
- APPROVED, July 20,.1854. 


No. 14:— Joint, Resolution to fix the Compensation, of 
the Employees in the Legislative Department of the 


Government, and'to.Prohibit the Allowance’ of the. 


usual Extra Compensation to such as receive ihe 
„benefits thereof. A ae 

Resolved by the Senate and. House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
“assembled, That the officers, clerks, messengers, 
and other employees, in the legislative department 


“of the Government, shall be paid an increased j 


: compensation of twetity per cent, upon the com- 
“pensation now received by them, respectively; and 
the messengers of the House of Representatives 
shall not receive less. than is allowed to messen: 
` gers of the Senate of the same class; such increased 
“compensation to commence from the first day of 
July, eighteen hundred and fifty-three; and that a 
‘gam sufficient to pay ‘the same to the thirtieth of 
“June, eighteen hundred and ‘fifty-five, is hereby 
“appropriated, out of any monéy in the Treasury 
‘not ‘otherwise appropriated: Provided, That no 
person whose compensation was increased by the 
act approved April twenty-two, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, shall be enefited by this joint res- 
olution: And provided further, That the Usual extra 
~eompensation shall not-hereafter beallowed to-any 
person receiving. the benefits of this joint resolu- 


ations i 
o ApproveD; July 20, 1854. 


: No: 15.1 Joint Resolution directing the Presenta- 
tion of a Medal to: Commander Duncan N. Ingra- 
hame 0° : : 

© Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
< åtives of the United States of America in Congress 


exchange, twelve-copiess: 
to such colleges. and. literary and. scientific institu- | 


t 


| No. 6.—An det to Confirm to Hercules’ Le- Dous- 


‘the Austrian. war-brig Hussar. == >~ 


assembled, ThatthePresidentofthe United: States’ 


ibe; and: he isy hereby, requestéd:-to cause: tobe: 


made a- medal,:with suitable idevices;; and pre- 
sented to: Commander-Duncan-N. Ingraham, of 
the Navy ofthe United. States, as actestimonialof. 


‘the high-sense entertained by Congress ofthis.gal- 
dant and judicious-conduct-onthe second: of-July, 


eighteen -hundred and -fifty-theee, in. extending 
protection. to Martin Koszta,: by [rescuing -bim 
from:ällegal-seizure-and: imprisonment :on “board - 


` .Approven, August 4,:1854. 


PRIVATE ACTS. 


No. 1.—An Act changing the Name. of the American- 


-built Steamer. Falcon to that.of Queen City. 


‘Beit enacted bythe Senate and: House of Repre- 
sentatives ofthe United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the collector of customs of the 
port of Cincinnati, be, and he-is:hereby,-author- 
ized, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, to issue a new register, license, ‘or: èn- 
rollment, to the American-built steamer” Falcon, 
in the name of the: Queen City;-the same -being 
owned by J. S. Neal. 

Approven, January 18, 1854. 


No.2.—An Act to change the Name of the American- 
built. Brig John Dutton, and:to grant.a Register in 
sher name. at : i 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, “That: the collector of the customs of 

‘the, port of Charleston, South’ Carolina, be, and 

he is hereby, authorized, under-the direction of 

the'Secretaty:of thé Treasury, to-admit to register, 
under the name and title of the Emma Eger, the 
brig now owned by Mordecai and Company, and 
known as the John Dutton. 

Arpnoven, January: 18, 1854. 


No. 3. —An Act explanatory of an Act entitled *‘ An 
. Actfor the Relief. of Benjamin:S.. Roberts.”” 
Beit enacted -by the Senale and House: of Repre- 
sentatives of the United Slates of America in Congress 
assembled; That the words of the-act entitled An 
act for the relief of Benjamin S: Roberts,” ap- 
proved the second day òf March; eighteen hundred: 
and ‘fifty-three, “ the: full amount/of: his-pay’,”’ be 
so construed as to-embrace the pay for *emola-; 
ments and allowances,” in conformity. with ‘the 
recommendation of Senate report two hundred and 
“twenty-five, (225,) on which said act passed both 
‘Houses of Congress without amendment. =- 
A pproven; January 24, 1854. ` í 


—An Act for the Relief -of Lewis B: 
inthe Army of the United States»: 
the Senate end: House, of Repre- 


No. 4. 
late a Paymaster 
` Be it enacted by 
assembled; That-the eta i 
and“he is hereby, authorized, from any money. in 
the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated bylaw, 
to pay to Lewis B. Willis, late'a:paymaster 1n the 
Army of the United: Statés, the sum of: five han- 
dred and ninéty-three dollars and fifty cents, that 
i United States. by a verdict: and judgment rendered 
in the district court of-t 
“eastern district of Louisiana. 
“Approven, January. 24, 1854. 


No. 5.—An Act for the Relief of. William-Blike. 
` Beit enacted by the Senate and Howse of Repre- 
sentatives of the, United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the «Interior: be, 
and he is hereby, directed. to cause the pension 
allowed to William ? 
of March, eighteen hundred and forty-five,-to be 
increased the sum of five dollars per month; 80 
that the pension of said William Blake shall-be 
thirteen. dollars per month, and that the said-in~ 
-eréase-of pension shall commence upon ‘and “be 


dred and ‘forty-five. 
Approven, February 23, 1854. 


man his Title to Farm Lot number. thirty-two, ad- 


Willis, || 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress Jac 
Secretary of-the'Treasury be, |} 


| ‘being a balance ascertained to be due him from the | 


the United States forthe |i 


Blake on the fourteenth day |f 


from the fourteenth day of March, eighteen hun- | 


joining the: Townof 
of: Wisconsini + 
' Beit enacted by the Senate’ 
sentatives of the United States of Ame 
assembled, That the title of Hercules’ G 
to farm Jot number thirty-two, adjoining the tow 
‘of Prairie du Chien, itr the State of Wiseonsin, 
-“suipposed-to contain one huridred and thirty @ 
more or Jess; be, and the same 
firmed; and that a‘patent shall issu 
other eases: ‘Provided, Phat this is only towpetate 
iasa, relinguishmient on the ‘part-of ‘th iid 
:Statesofher title to said landi < 
-Approven,Februaty 23, ‘18540 


No. 


TAn Act for the Relief of Adam, D. Ste 
“Paymaster of the United States ij. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentativeso} the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of. the Treasury 
cause to bepaid:to Adam D. Steuart, a paymester 
of the. United States Army; the: 0 ni) 
dred and fifty dollars, the sa ñ 
paid, by said Steuart.aa.a fee to A si 
for prosecuting a suit.at, law for. 
‘the gum,of two thousand dollars 
from. on. board the steamboat Tor 
the said specie.was in his charge 
ported for account of the: United State 
I Rock, in the State of Arkansas, in;.th ; 
June, in the year one thousand-eight.h redá 
thirty-four, ae a R 
Approven; March J, 1854. 


tain -Holeshider’s company, D,. of Ge 

pin’s regiment of Missouri infantry į voluntegrs, 

(from the sixteenth:af September, eighinen dun- 

dred and forty-seven,.to..the fourteenth of May, 

eighteen hundred and: forty-eight, inwhiphophe 

served during that time; tn male ‘attire, and under 

the assumed: name. of ‘Bill, Newcom ae 

as. three months? extra pay. Prey! 

fifth. section of the. act approved ninete 
rty-eight, in. th 


ent 
-gighteen hundred and, fo) ae 
manner, asif she had: been properly muster. 
k regularly discharged. ESS 
Ssc.,2.. And be it further énacted,, That the Ñ 
retary of the Interior be, and he is he eby, u- 
thorized and directed to sspe toxMrs. y Jigabeth 
C. Smith, of Missouri a warrant for one ee 
hand: sixty aoee of.: landy, dance, with phe 
eas ceclon of the a nace. ne 
igh hu for her 
i öf this 


of her enlistment. — 
March 1, 1854. 


thirty 
| pAPPROVEDs: 


| No! 10. win Act Jor the Retief of Mar 
: ton. 


Beit ‘enacted by. the ‘Senate and: H USE P - 
sentatives of the United: States:of American, Gongaess 
wesembled, ‘That Mary-C:. Hamilton . dow. cof 


Captain Fowler Hamilton, late ot thesaoond.regi- 
-ment:of dragoons;:bey and: hereby,in,entitied £0 
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B April, 


receive such- petision (commencing from and after 
the day of the death of her husband) as she wouid 
have: been entided to had he died of wounds re- 
ceived in battle. 

APPROVED, March 1, 1854. 


No. 11.—.An Act for the Relief of John O. Means. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
„assembled, That. the proper accounting officer of the 
Treasury Department be, and he is hereby, au- 
‘thorized to settle and adjust the account of John 
O. Means, as acting purser of the United States | 
brig Dolphin, under the appointment of the com- 
mander of the squadron then on the coast of Af- | 
rica; and to allow him the pay of a purser while | 
in the discharge of the duties of thatappointment. | 

Aprroven, March 1, 1854. 


‘No. 12.—An Act granting five years’ Half Pay to the 
r Widow of Captain John W. Gunnison. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, į 

_and he is hereby, directed to place the name of | 
Mrs. Gurnison, widow of Captain John W. Gun- | 
nison, deceased, upon the list of pensioners, and ; 
ay to her for the term of five years from the first i 
anuary, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, half the || 
pay to’which her said husband was entitled at the || 
time of his death. i 
Aprrovyep;, March 1, 1854. 


| 

No. 13. An Act forthe Relief of William Mayo, f. 
the State of Maine. i 

Be it enacted by ihe Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress || 
“assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, || 
“and heis hereby, authorized and instructed to in- 
crease ‘the pension now received by William |) 
“Mayo, of the State of Maine, three dollars per | 
month from January first, eighteen hundred and | 
fifty-four, making thereby the said William | 
Muyo’s pension eight dollars per month during i: 
his‘natural life. ‘| 
‘“Avproven, March 27, 1854. 


No. 


din Act for the Relief of Samuel K. Ray- | 
Beg? burn. : 
“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Américain. Congress | 
` assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
“eause to be paid to Samuel K. Rayburn the sum | 
of one‘hundred and five dollars out of any money 
not otherwise appropriated, in full compensation 
for logs of horse and equipage in the war with 


‘Mexico. ~ 
U APPROVED, March 27, 1854. ` ey 
i 
for the Relief of Gray, McMurdo it 
A and Company. 
| Be it enacted by the Senate anid House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the sum of five hundred and sev- 
enty dollars and seventy cents be, and the same is || 
hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the | 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be paid 
` to Gray, McMurdo and Company, of New Or: | 
_Teans, in the State of Louisiana, in fall of their | 
` account for interest on moneys advanced by them A 
in one'thousand eight handred and fifty, to the 
` Quartermaster’s Department. 
_ Approven, March 27, 1854. 


No. 15.—An fet 


| 
H 


No. 16.—An Act for the Relief of George G. Bishop, 
` and thé Legal Representatives of John Arnold, de- 
| ceased. oe 

` Be it enacted by ihe Senate and House of Repre- 
_ Séntatives of the United States of America in Congress 
“assembled, That the leiters-patent granted to John 

Arnold, (a citizen of the United States,) dated the 

fifteenth day of July, in the year one thousand 

eight hundred and twenty-nine, for a new and | 

useful improvement in the machine for forming a 

web of cloth, of wool, hair, or other suitable sub- ' 

stances, without spinning or weaving;. and also, i 

‘the letters-patent granted to the said Arnold and 
George G. Bishop, (also a citizen of the United 
States,) dated the twentieth day of October, inthe 

“year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, | 
for anew and useful improvement in the machine | 
for forming a web of cloth, of wool, hair, or other || 
suitable substance, without spinning or weaving, || 


if 


i 
i 


i| tion of the said patents, to renew, revive, and 


| in the Patent Office; and the said patents so re- 


i| be open to legal inquiry and decision, in the same 
| manner as if issued under the general law regu- 
:| lating the granting of patents: And provided further, 


i} sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 


| passed for the relief of said Stafford are hereby 


|i to Caleb J. Good, executor of John E. Bispham, 
‘| late of the United States. Navy, deceased, for | 


assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 


roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate.of eight dol- 


be, and the same is hereby, renewed , revived, and 
extended for the term of fourteen years, from and 
after the passage of this act; and the Commissioner 
of Patents is hereby directed, upon the presenta- 


extend the said patents, by making a certificate 
on each, or upon certified copies thereof, of such 
extension, (the lawful fees being first paid there- 
for,) in the name of the legal representatives of the 
said John Arnold and the said George G. Bishop; 
and the said Commissioner of Patents is hereby 
directed to cause the same to be entered of record 


newed, revived; and extended, shall have the same 
effect in jaw, as if originally granted for terms 
extending to the end of the term to which they are 
extended by this act: Provided, however, That such 
renewed or extended patents, respectively, shall 


That all persons now enjoying the lawful use of 
the said invented machine, or any part thereof, 
so patented, and the purchaser of any such ma- 
chine, or any part thereof, may continue to use 
the same, notwithstanding the provisions of this 
act. 

Approvep, March 28, 1854. 


No. 17.—An Act for the Relief of Harriet Leaven- | 
worth, Widow of the late Brevet Brigadier General 
Leavenworth. . 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
seniatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to.place the name of 


| the said Harriet Leavenworth upon the pension || 


rolls, and cause her to be paid the sum of thirty 
dollars per month, for and during the term of five 
years, commencing February first, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-three. 

Approyep, April 8, 1854. 


No. 18.—An Act for the Relief of Aaron Stafford. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to place the name of 
Aaron Stafford on the roll of invalid pensioners, 
and to pay him at the rate of. fifteen dollars a 
month, from and after the fourth day of March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-eight, and to continue 
during his natural life: Provided, That the said 
Secretary shall deduct such sum or sums from the 
same as the said Stafford has received as an in- 
valid pensioner since said fourth day of March, 
eighteen, hundred and forty-eight: And provided 
further, ‘That.all acts or parts of acts heretofore 


repealed. 
Aprrovep, April 12, 1854. _ 


No. 19.—.4n Act for. the Relief of the Executors of 
the late Lieutenant John E. Bispham. 

Be it enacted -by the. Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States ef America in Congress 
assembled, That the sum of nine hundred and thir- 
teen dollars and sixty-nine cents be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be paid 


No: 21.—an Act for the Relief of Alton Nelson. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembied, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to place 
the name of Alton Nelson, of the county of War- 
ren, and State of New York, on the roll of invalid 
pensioners, at eight dollars a month, from the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three. 

Aprroyep, April 12, 1854. 


No. 22.—.An Aet for the Relief of Lemuel Hudson. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to cause the name of 
Lemuel Hudson, formerly surgeon of the twelfth 

regiment, fourth brigade, New York militia, in the 
' war of one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
to be entered on the pension rolls, and pay to him 
the sum of twenty-two dollars per month, for and 
during his natural life, commencing January first, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. 

Arrroven, April 12, 1854. 


No. 23.—4n Act for the Relief of Lyman N. Cook. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the name of Lyman N. Cook be 
placed on the pension roll of the United States, 
and that he receive an annual pension of twenty- 
two dollars and fifty cents per month during his 
natural life, to be paid to him out of the Treasury 
of the United States. ; 

Approven, April 12, 1854. 


No. 24.—.in Act for the Relief of James F. Green, 
of Pennsylvania, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
| and he is hereby, directed to place the name of 
James F. Green, of Bradford county, Pennsyl- 
vania, upon the invalid pension roll, at the rate of 
eight dollars per month, to commence on the first 
day of February, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty, and to continue for and during 
his natural life. ae a i 

Aprroven, April 12, 1854. ` 


No. 25.—.An Met to provide a Pension for Silas Cham- 
pion, of Genesee County, State of New York. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Silas Champion, of the county of 
Genesee, and State of New York, be, and he is 
hereby, entitled, as an invalid pensioner, to eight 
dollars per month, to commence from the firstday 
of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-two. 

Approvep, April 12, 1854. 


No. 26,—.4n Act for the Relief. of Emelie Hooe, 
` “Widow of Captain Hooe. 

Be it enacted by the. Senate and House. of: Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior place 
upcn the pension list the name of Emelie Hooe, 
widow of Brevet Major Alexander S. Hooe, late 
of the United States Army, whose death was 


1 expenses incurred by the deceased in a suit i 
| arising out of the seizure of the brig ‘ Malaga,” | 


f the coast of Africa, by the United States brig 
t Boxer,” while under the command of the said | 
Bispham. i 
Arprovep, April 12, 1854. i 


No. 20.—An Act for the Relief of Hezekiah John- |, 


son, of the Town of Bridgewater, in the State of | 
Vermont.. | 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of-Repre- 
sentatives of the United Siates of America in Congress 


and he is hereby, directed to cause the name of 


Hezekiah Johnson, of the town of Bridgewater, |: 


ii 


of the State of Vermont, to be placed upon the 


lars per month, to commence on the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
three, and to continue during his life. 

Approvep, April-12, 1854. 


occasioned by a wound received in the battle of 
Resaca de la Palma, on the ninth of May, one 
thousand eight hundred. and forty-six, and allow 
her per month the half pay of a captain in the 
Army of the United States, for ten years; said 
pension to commence on the first day of January, 
i one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four: Pro- 
i vided, Said pension shall cease if she die in the 
mean time. 


Approven, April 12, 1854. 


i 


No. 27.—.4 Act for the Relief of Madison Parton. 


i Be it enacted by the Senate and House of. Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be, and they are hereby, directed to 
ascertain whether Madison Parton has been paid 
for al} the military services rendered by him to the 
United States from the eighth day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, till the 
eighth day of February, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, by examining the proper 
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officers and other persons, as well us the proper 

rolls of the company to which he belonged; and 

the Secretary of the Treasury is:directed to pay, 

out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 

appropriated, to said Parton, Such sum of money 

as may be found to be his due. eee 
Approven, April 15, 1854. 


No. 28.—.4n Act 


for the Relief of John Gusman, 
e . of Louisiana. D, i 

Be it enacted by the, Senate and. House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United Stales of America in:Congress 
assembled, That the claim of John Gusman, under 
au. ancient purchase of the interest of one Rialleux,. 
and in virtue of ancient. and continued possession 
for more than a third of a century, be, and the 
same is hereby, confirmed to a certain tract of 
land, fronting, on the north, the Bayou Bonfouca, 
in township nine south, of range fourteen east, 
in the Greensburg land district, Louisiana, and | 
embracing fractions of sections nine, ten, fifteen, 
seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty- 
three, twenty-six, twenty-seven, twenty-eight, 
thirty-two, and thirty-three, and sections sixteen, | 
twenty-one, and twenty-two, according toa sur- 
vey executed by one Joseph Troskolowski, as 
represented on a plat accompanying the petition 
of the said Gusman, it being the intent of this act 
to recognize the claim of the said Gusman to all 
of the said land referred to, embracing the school 
section: Provided, The school authorities accede 
© to the same, and will take other land in lieu of 


said school section, which they are hereby author- || 


ized to do: And. provided further, That this act | 
shall only operate as a relinquishment forever on 
_ the part of the United States to the said lands, 
and shall not interfere with adverse valid rights of 
others, if such exist, to any part of the land em- 
braced in the claim and survey,aforesaid, .... 
“Avrroven, April 20, 1854. 


No. 29.—An Act for the Relief” of Mary Deany, 
_ Widow of the late Lieutenant James A. Deany, of 
“the United States Armys > 


. Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of. Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in, Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he.is hereby, required to place the name of 
the said Mary Deany upon the pension rolls, and 
cause to be paid to her the sum of fifteen dollars 

er month, for the term of ten years, commencing 

anuary first, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-three: Provided, That in case of 
the. marriage or death of the said Mary-Deany, 
the pension. hereby granted to her shall be paid to 
her two children, or the survivor of them under 
sixteen years of age. 

Approven, April 20, 1854. 


No. 30.—An Act for the Relief of William B. 
Edwards. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, required to place the name of 


‘William B. Edwards on the pension roll, at the || 


rate of eight: dollars per month, to commence on | 
the first of January, eighteen hundred and fifty, | 
and continue during his natural life: 
- Approven, April 20, 1854. 


No. 31—An Act for the Relief of the Legal Repre- 
a sentatives of Isaac P. Simonton. 
-Beit enacted by the Senate and Howse of Repre- | 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That the sum of eight hundred dollars 

be paid to the legal representatives of Isaac P. 

Simonton, under the direction of the Secretary 

of War, out of any money in the Treasury not | 

otherwise appropriated, on due and satisfactory | 
proof being furnished that the claim of Isaac P. | 

Simonton’ for said sam in schedule B, annexed to 

the treaty with the Saginaw band of Chippewa | 

Indians, on the fourteenth of January, eighteen 

hundred and thirty-seven, has regularly and le- 

gally descended to them. 
Aprroven; April 20, 1854. 


No. 32.—An Act for the Relief of Grafton Baker. 
“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Grafton 


|| compensation for the 


Baker the ‘sum of three hundred and’ sixty-six” 
dollars and fifty cents; which ‘payment shall be 
in full for services reridered and expenses incurred 
by said Baker, as bearer of dispatches from the 
Governor of New Mexico to the President of the 
United States, in the year eighteen hundred and | 
fifty-two.” ~* Se See 

Approven, May 3, 1854. > ` 


No. 33:—An Act for the Relief of Fayette Maury 
; and Robert G. Ward. i ees 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting officers of. 
the Treasury be, and they are hereby, directed to 
| credit the judgment obtained by the United States 
| against Fayette Mauzy and Robert G. Ward, in 
l the district court of the United States for the 
eastern district of Virginia, amounting to six 
hundred and fifteen dollars sixty-two and a half 
cents, with interest from the second day of April, 
one. thousand eight hundred and forty-one, with 
the amount certified by the said court to have been 
improperly paid by Robert G. Ward, one of the 
defendants in a suit in chancery, wherein the 
United States were complainants, and John Mor- 
rison and others defendants, the amount being 
four hundred and ninety-nine dollars and ninety- 
seven cents, with interest -on three hundred and 
sixty-six dollars seventy-seven cents, from the 
eighteenth day of September, one thousand eight 
| hundred and forty, the same having been certified 
by the court as justly due by the United States 
to the said Robert G. Ward. 

Approvep, May 10, 1854. 


No. 34.—An Act to change the Nume of the Bark 
Abeona to Mount Vernon. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States af America in. Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to issue to the owners 
of the bark Abeona, of New Orleans, a register 
under the name of Mount Vernon. 

Arprovep, May 10, 1854. 


No. 35.—An Act for the Relief of the Legal Represent- 
atives of Captain William Davis, late Commander 
of the United States Transport Schooner Eufaula. 
Be it enacted. by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That there be paid to the legal repre- 
sentatives of Captain William. Davis, late com- 
mander of the United States transport schooner 
| Eufaula, three hundred and sixty dollars, out of 
| any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, in full compensation of all claims against 
| the United States for and on account of the wages 
| or services of said William Davis as commander 
of said transport. nee 
Arprovep, May 10, 1854. 


No.'36.—.An Act for the Relief of the Heirs of An- 
thony.G. Willis, deceased. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there be paid to the executors or 
administrators of Anthony G. Willis, deceased, 
the sum of two hundred and fifty-one dollars, as 
use by the United States of 
a wagon and team, the property of said Wilis; 
deceased, during the last war with Great, Britain. 

Approvin, May 10, 1854. 


No.-37.—Am Act for the Relief of Benjamin Rowe. 
Bi it enacted. by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, | 


and.is hereby, required to place the name of Ben- 


jamin Rowe on the pension roll, at the rate of | 
eight dollars per month, to commence on the first:| 
day of January, one thousund eight hundred. and: 
fifty-four, and to continue during his natural lifes. 

Approven, June 22, 1854. . ; 


No. 38.—An Act to authorize a Register to be issued | 
to the Steamer El Paraguay, by a new name. . 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 

i and hereby is, authorized and directed to cause lo | 

| -be jssued a register to the American-built steamer: ; 

' ET Paraguay, by the name of V. H. Joy, the said ' 


steamer having bee denined as. unseawo 
and sold in a Brazilian port, but now lying j 
port of New Orleans, and owned byan American 
citizen. : i eS . ae 
Arproven, June 22, 1854... See 


No.-39.—-An Aet for the Relief of the Widew and 
oci Ss Beirs-of Elijah Beebes SSN o n? 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House. 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con 
assembled, That the Secretary of the. Treat ry be! 
and is hereby; directed to pay to the widow and ; 
heirs of Elijah Beebe the sum ‘of three thousand 
and sixteen dollars, out of any’ moneys in. the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the’ same ` 
being the amount of principal adjudged to” be" 


justly due and owing to the said widow and heirs 


of Elijah Beebe, from the confederated tribes of . 
Sac and Fox Indians, by Hon. Henry Dodge, ` 
Governor of Wisconsin Territory, and ex officio 
superintendent: of Indian affairs, by his original 
certificate, number eight, (No.'8,) and given at the 
superintendency of Indian affairs for the Terri- 
tory. of Wisconsin, Mineral Point, July seven, 
eighteen hundred anid thirty-seven; © 00o Sii: 
Approved, June 22; 1854, eioh an] 


No. 40.—An. Act forthe Relief of Thomas Fraz 


Be it: enacted by the Senate and House of Rep 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress: : 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is 
hereby directed to increage the pension of Thomas 
Frazer, of Hartford, Maine, whose name is now. 
on the roll of invalid pensioners, and to pay'to” 
him during his natural life eight dollars per month, 
from the first day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-three, instead of two dollars and 
sixty-six cents monthly, which he now draws. ` 

Approven, June 22, 1854. 


No. 41.—.4n Act for the Relief of Captain E. A. 
` F. Lavailette, of the Uniled States Navy. .. 

Be it'enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress. 
assembled, That the sumi of two hundred and forty- 
six dollars and sixty-seven cents be paid to Elias 
A. F. Lavallette, a captain of the United States. 
Navy, out of any money in the Treasury of the, 
United States not otherwise appropriated, the said 


‘sum being the amount paid by the said: Cap ñ 
as, 


Lavallette to Lawrence Cardona, who act 

interpreter to the forces under Captain Lavallet 

while he was discharging the duties of civil ard 

military Governor of Mazatlan, in Mexico, from. 

October, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, tó“ 

June, eighteen hundred and forty-eight." 0 5 
Arrroven, June 22, 1854. ` 


No, 42.—An Act for thé “Relief of Priscilla’ O° 

ws Simonds. = >" A a 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repres: 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting ‘officers of 
the Treasury be, and'they àre hereby, directed to’ 
pay to Priscilla C. Simonds the sum of four Hür- 
dred: and eighteen dollars, being the value of the 
property of the late Captain Moses H. Simonds, . 
which was taken possession of by authority of the 
United States. apes 

Arpnoven, Juñe 29,1854. 


3 iio ogu o garam. : salted 
Be it enacted by:the Senate and House of Repre= 
sentatives. of the United. States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘Khat..the Postmaster General. be, and 
he is. hereby, authorized and directed to cause 
Zadoc C. Inghram, late postmaster at. Wapelto, 
lowa, to-he released from a judgment:obtained 
against him by the United States, in March, eigh-: 
teen hundred and-forty-nine, for the sum of three: 


No.. 43.—2n Act for the Relief of Zadec C. In- 


‘hundred and eighteen dollars and eighty-seven 


cents, and all interest and. costs. 
_ APPROVED, June 29, 1854, 


No. 44,—.4n Act forthe Relief of Moses Olmstead. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Repre- 
sentatives of the. United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That.the Secretary of the Interior ‘be 
authorized and directed to place the name of Moses: 
Olmstead on the list of invalid pensioners; ‘and pay’ 
him, during his life,a pension of-eight dollars per: 
month; said pension to commence on the twentieth 


T: 


day of January, one thousand eight hundred and- 
fifty-three: 4 
‘Kernoved, June 29, 1854. 


No. 45,.—An Act for the Relief of Llewellyn Wash- 
ington. 

‘Be ik: enacted: bythe Senate and House of. Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in. Congress 
assembled, That. the Secretary of the Treasury be, 

hereby. required: to pay: to Llewellyn 


hi yout of any money inthe Treasury- 
ôt oth ise appropriated, two hundred and five | 
ddllats and sixty-two cents, for services as a clerk 


in’ the Post Office. Department from thé first day 

of May, eighteen hundred: and fifty-one, until the 

fourteenth day of July of the same year. 
Aprroven, June 29, 1854, 


Nö. 46.—An Act for the. Relief of Ira Day, of Fer- 
. i mont. 

Beit. enacted by the Senate and House of Repre~ 
sentatives of the. United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Postmaster General is hereby: 
authorized and required to pay. to Ira. Day, of 
Vermont, or his Jegal representatives, one thou- 
sand and eight dollars and ninety cefits; out of the 
funds of the Post Office Department, in full for 
the balance due to- him for transporting the. mail 
from Royalton to Burlington, in the State of Ver- 
int; from January, eighteen hundred and thirty- 


nidn 


titee,to July, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven. j 


“Abproven, June 29, 1854. 


NG: 47.—n' Act for the Relief of James Jeffries 
eee and Jeremiah M. Smith. 
' Be it-enacted by. the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 


aisembled, That the Postmaster General be, and 
he ia hereby, authorized in his discretion to cause 
James Jeffries and Jeremjah M. Smith and their 
gugrantore tobe released from the penalty incurred 

7 the failure, on the part of said Jeffries and 
Smith, to carry the United States mail upon routes 
six thousand ‘two hundred. and sixty-eight, six 
thbddand two hundred and sixty-nine, and six 
thousand ‘two hundred and seventy-seven, accord- 
i j the bid offered by them and accepted by the 
Department, and that he also. cause to 
id to the said Jeffries:and Smith the 
j fany fines paid by them in consequence 
fany failure oi their part to carry the mails 
upon’ sald routes. : i 
“APPROVED, June 29, 1854, 


No. 48; — An fet to change ihe Name of. the Ameri- 
“eat-built Brig Hallowell lo:that of James Rose, and 
to grant hera new Register. i 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives ofthe United: Slates of America in Congress i 


assembled, That the collector of the customs of the 
orh of Charleston, in the State of South Caro- 
ina, beyand-he is hereby, authorized, under the 
dyrection:, 
admit.to, register, under the name and-title of the 
James .Roge, the American.built brig now owned 
by: Fall.and Company, of said Charléston; and 
known aathe: Hallowell, 

: Aperoven, July 17, 1854.. 


No. 49.—An Act for thé Relief of the Utica Steam | 


Woolen. Company. 


Be it enact “hy the. Senate and House of Repre. 


sentatives of the Uniled States of America in Congress 
assembledy That the sum of one thousand ‘one hun- 


dred-aud eighty-one doilars and sixteen cents bep 


and:-the same hereby is, appropriated, out-of any 
meney in the Treasury not otherwise -appropri 
atedyto bë paid to the Utica Steam Woolen Com- 
panys of Unica; in the State of New York; in full 
ofitheir account for: interest on goods furnished 
te-the Quartermasters Department. 

Aprroyen; July 17, 1854. 


No. 50.—in Act to confirm the Claim of ‘William 

: H. Henderson, and ike Heirs of Robert Henderson, 
A A five hindred acres-of Land in the Bastrop 
. Grant ; 


: Beit enacted by the. Senate and House -of Repre- 


sentatives: ofthe United States of America in-Congress 
assembled, That William: H: Henderson; and the 
heirsiof-Rebert Henderson, of the parish of More- 
house; State of Louisiana, be, and they are hereby, 


land in the prairie of Jefferson, on which the said 
heirs reside, as represented in. the report of the 
register and receiver of the land office at Monroe,. 
in their report of the thirtieth of July, eighteen 
hundred. and fifty-two, and that a patent issue to 
them after a legal survey duly returned: Provided; 
| That this act shall be construed only.asa relin- | 
quishment of title on the part of the United States, 
and. shall. not-affect. the claims of-other_ persons 
to the same, if any. 
Avrroven, July 17, 1854. 


| No. 51.—An Act for the Relief of Juan M. Luco 
and José L. Luco. 
Beit enacted by the Sendte and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Juan M. Luco and José L. Luco 
shall be, and they are hereby, permitted to file 
their claim and title to a certain tract of land in 
California, known as the ‘ Ulpines Rancho,” 
before the United States. land commissioners to 
ascertain and'settle the private land claims in the 
State of California, appointed under the act ap- 
| proved third of March, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
one; and that said commissioners shall take cogni- 
zance of and pass upon the said claim, in the’same 
manner as if the said claim had been filed prior 
| to the expiration of the time filed for filing such 
claims by the aforésaid act. 
Arproven, July 17, 1854. 


No. 52.—n Act for the Relief of Cornelius H. 
Latham. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and’ Howse of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is | 
hereby authorized and directed to place the name 
of Cornelius Hi Latham, of the State of New | 
York, on thé invalid pension roll, at the rate of ; 
four dollars per’ month, to commence on the first 


fifty, and to continue during bis natural life. 
Apprroven, July 17, 1854. 


No. 53.—/An Act for the Relief of George W. 
Gibson. | 

Bë it enacted by the Senate and House of Répre- 

| sentatives of the United States of América in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
andis héreby, authorized and directed ‘to’ place 
the'name of George W. Gibson, of Boone county, 
Indiana; on the roll of invalid pensioners; and” 
that the’said Gibson’ be allowed a pension of six 
dóllars per month from the ninth day of' March, | 
ore thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, to con- 


naf the. Secretary of the Treasury, toc! 


tinue during his natural life: 
Approven, July 17, 1854. 


| No. 54.—An Act for the Relief of Samuel W. Brady. 

Be it enucted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That the-Secretary of the Interior is) 
hereby authorized and directed to place the name 
‘of Samuel W. Brady, of Virginia, on the roll.of 
invalid pensions, and to pay to him the sum of four 
| dollars per month during his natural life, to.com- 
mence on the first day of January, one thousand’ 
eight hundred and fifty. 

Approven, July 17, 1854. 


No. 55:—An Aet to authorize the issue of a Register | 
to the Brig Amelia by the name of Abby Frances. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
‘assembled, That there be issued, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, a register 
‘tothe Russian-built brig Amelia, by the name of 
| Abby Frances, how owned by Charles Parsotis, 
of New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana: Pro- | 
| vided, It, shall be proved, to the satisfaction of said | 
Sécretary, that the cost of the repaits-made in the | 
United States, after the purchase of said vessel by 
the present owner; is equal to three.fourths of the 
value of said vessel at the time of said repairs. 
-, Approven, July 17, 1854. 


No. 56.—4n Act for the Relief of A.B. Roman, ofi 
3: Bouwisiana..— Pe: i 

Be it enacted’ bij: the Senate and House of Repre- || 

i sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 


i 
| 
i 
| 
| 


_ confirmed in their -claim to. five hundred.acres of | 


day of January, one thousand eight hundred and || 


by, confirmed in all the right, title, and interest, 
now held or possessed by the United States in and 
to the following lands, now in his‘ oceupation, to 
wit: eighteen arpenis front on the right bank of the 
Mississippi river, and running back to the stream 
or bayou called Icetamon, in said parish, being 
part of a French grant made,to Nicholas Verret 
in seventeen hundred and sixty five; and also nine 
arpents and six toises front, adjoining the first de- 
sé¢ribed tract, with the depth of forty arpents, fòr 
the nine arpents and six toises front, the said last 
described tract consisting of two complete grants 


| made bythe Spanish Government to Joseph He-* 
| bërt and ‘Jean: Baptiste Cormie, on the twenty- 


seventh of September, seventeen hundred and sev- - 
enty-three, and the two tracts so described cone - 
taining seven thousand four hundred and thirty- 
eight acres of land: Provided, That this act shall 


|! only be construed to vest in thesaid A. B: Roman 
ithe rights, title, and interest in said lands now 
| beld and possessed ‘by the United States, and shall 


not be construed’ in any way to impair the bona 
fidé rights; interests, or claims, acquired by any 
other person under adverse grants, concessions, 


| or purchases, made prior to the passage of this act: 


Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That a patent ` 
be, and the same is hereby, directed to be issued 
to the said A. B. Roman for the lands described 
in this act. 

Approyen, July 17, 1854. 


No. 57.—.An Act to provide a Pension for Sergeant 
G. W. Torrence. 

Be it enacted by the Senati and House of Repre- 

sentutives of the United States of Americain Congress 

assembled, That Sergeant G. W. Torrence, of 


| Captain Fairchild ’s company of Louisiana mount- 


ed volunteers, be placed upon the pension roll, at > 


| the rate of twenty dollars per month, to commence 


on the fourth day of April,eighteen hundred and‘ 
fifty-four. ka 
APPROVED, July 17, 1854 


No.58.—4n Act to’ Incorporate the Georgetown 
Gas-Light Company. ` 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in: Congress : 
assembled, That David English, Robert P: Dodge; 
Richard“ Craikshank, William’ Me “Fitzhugh, 
Richard Pettit, William’ F, Seymour, Adolphus. 
H: Pickrell, and “William. Bucknell, and: their? 
present and future associates, are hereby declared’ 
to be a body-politic and corporate; by the name’ 
and style of «The Georgetown’ Gas- Light Com=: 


| pany;” and by the same name shall have per- 


petual succession, and shall be able to sue and be! 
sued, plead and be impleaded, in all courts of Jaw’ 
and equity in the District of Columbia and elsé» 
where; to make and havea common seal, andthe 
same to break, alter, and- renew, at pleasure; to 
ordain and establish by-laws, ordinances, and regs: 
ulations, and generally *tecdo every act and thing 
necessary to carry: into. effect ‘this: act; orto pto- 
mote the-objects-and design ofthis corporation. 
Sec. 2. And be it. further enacted, That the capi- 
tal stock. of this corporation: shall-not-exceed one: 
hundred ‘and: fifty thousand dollars; ‘that a share’ 
in the-same-shall be twenty-five dollars;.and books: 
ef subscription to the said capital.stock, or to such: 
portions thereof as from time to time may, by tke 
directors, for the time being; be deemed proper 


|i and necessary, shall be.opened by the appoint- 


ment, or under the direction, of the directors herer 


| inafter named, subject to. such rules, limitations, 


and..conditions as by them shall be: prescribed; 
and the stock of the said company shall be deemed 
personal property. . ; 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the stock, : 
property, and affairs of the said company shall be: 
managed and conducted. by and. under the direc, 
tion of a president and seven. directors, being, 
stockholders; thatthe said directors shall beelected 
on.the first Monday of June, in the year eighteen: 
hundred and fifty-four, and-on the same day in. 
each succeeding. year thereafter, and shall hold: 
their oces for. one. year from the day. of their 
election, and until other directors shall be elected. 


i in their places; that such elections. shall be heldin 


Georgetown aforesaid, at such time and place as 
a majority-of the directors for the time being shall: 
appoint, and notice of such time and placesof 


EAAS OF A ; ` election shall be given by advertisement in one or 
i assembled, That A, B; Roman, of the parish of St. |; more newspapers printed and published in the said: 


i James, and State of Louisiana, be, and he is here- town, at least fourteen days before the holding of 


ee 
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such election, and every. such :electio 
ballot, and by such. of the. stockholders as shal 
attend for that purpose, -either. in, person orby. 
proxy; and each. stockholder. shall be entitled to | 
one vote for.each.share of the -stoek which heor- 
she may have held, and may continue to hold, in. 
hig. or. her own name, for at least fourteen days 
before the time of.voting; and the persons. having. 
the greatest. number.of votes: shall be the directors;, 
and if it shall happen that two or more persons- 
shall. have an equal. number of, votes, the directors 
in ofice at. the time of such election shall, by a 
plurality. of, votes, given by ballot, detertnine 
which of the’ persons so-having an equal. number 
of votes shall be director or directors, so as to 
complete the whole number to be chosen; and the | 
directors so chosen shall, as soon as may be there- 
after, proceed to elect by ballot, one of their own 
number, or’ one of the shareholders; .to: be their 
president; and ‘whenever: any vacancy shall hap- 
pen in the said board, of the president and-direct- 
ors, the same shall ‘be’ filled-up by the remaining 
directors by plurality-of votes, until the next-an: | 
nial-election: Provided always; That the president | 
of the said company, andat least 'six.of the di- 
rectors, shall be‘inhabitants of theisaid town. 

‘Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That’ David 
English, Robert P. Dodge; Richard : Cruikshank; 
William M: Fitzhugh; ‘Richard Pettit; Willian: 
B. Seymour, Adolphus’ H.: Pickrell;. and William 
Fucknel! shall be the-first directors of the said 
company; the:first named of. whom: shall be:their 
president, and shall hold their offices.until the first 
Monday-in June, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, and ungil others are chosen: in ‘their 
places. 


Spe 


lawful to. hold an. e 
other day, in-such.m 
by the by-laws of the said corporation. | 

Src. 6. And be i furiher enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the directors, or a majority 
of them, to require payment of the subscriptions” 
“to the capital stock of the said.corporation, at such | 
times and in such proportions as they, or a ma- 
jority of them, shali deein'fity under the penalty of 
forfeiting any or all previous paymentor payments 
thereon: Provided; Notice :of the installment re- 
quired-to: be paid shall have been published.atleast.. 
fourteen days in one or more of the newspapers. 
printed and published in the said town, before the 
day: appointed-for the-payment thereof. : 

Suc. 7. And.be it further enacted, That the presi- 
dent.and.directors.shall have full power. and au- | 
thority to manufacture, make, and sell gas, to.be 
made of coal,-oil;. tar, peat,’ pitch, turpentine, or, 
other material, and .to-he used for the purpose.of 
lighting; the-city. of. Georgetown, -Or the streets. | 
thereof, and. any buildings, manufacteries, or 
houses. therein contained and.situate; and to lay 
pipes for the purpose of conducting gas in any of 
the streets, lanes, or alleys of the said.city: Pro- 
vided, however, ‘That the said company. shall so 
conduct the manufactureof gas as not to injure pri- | 
vate. property, or- create a nuisance; and that the 
said pipes shall be laid, subject to such conditions, 
and in compliance with such regulations, as the 
corporation of Georgetown, aforesaid; may from: 
time to time prescribe: And provided further, That: 
the right tò erect and pat- up any buildings, works; 
oř apparatus, for the manufacture of gas, shall be’ 
subject to such terms, conditions, restrictions, and 
regulations ‘as the said corporation of Georgetown: 
may; from time to time, prescribe or direct. 

Seo: 8. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person or persons shall willfully do, or cause to be 
done, any act or acts’ whatsoever, whereby the 
works of the said company; or any pipe, conduit, 
plug, cock, reservoir;-or ary iengine, machine, or 
structure; or any. mattet or thing appertaming to 
the.same shall be: sto pped, obstructed, impaired, 
weakened, injured; or destroyed, the. person or. 
persons. so, offending shall. forfeit and pay, tw the 
said corporation doublethe amount of the damage: |} 
sustained. by means-of such offense or injury, to 
be-recovered in the name,of said. corporation, with 
cost.of suit in any action of debt, or on the case, to jj 
be brought in any court having cognizance thereof, ` 


lection. for directors on any. 
annér as shall be provided for 


shall beby, ! 


{EF No. 59.—.An Act för the Relichef: Thomas K- Glenn, 


|| assembled, That the ' Postmaster. Generat-besiand | 
authorized. to. caude- the: ‘account: of |: 


| enteenth of November, same year; and whereas, 


| report of eighteen 


the said Georgetown Gas-Light Company. 
issue, or put in-circulation any. bill, d 
order, promissory note, change ticket, 


make,. 
or anything 


‘to. circulate as; money, or: the tendency: of. whic! 
shall be to circulate as money.or, currency3 an 
the violation of any..one of the provisions : 


violat 2 e provisions of this 
‘section shall be a forfeiture of. arter. h 


the. charter. y- 
ziven, f the directors yoting. 
for the same to a fine of fifty dollars: f : 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted,: 


given, and shall subject. each o 


i the. case. - ee : = eg | 
iL Swe. 12. And be it further enacted; That allright | 
‘granted tothe Washington Gas-Light Company. by: 
an- act entitled.“An. act tọ amend:.an act entitled 
‘An-act to.incorporate the Washington Gas-Light : 
Company, approved July eight eighteen hundred |) 
„and forty-eight,’ approved August: second, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-two,’’ to: lay: gas mains or. 
pipes in. the- City of Georgetown, bes and. the: 
same is hereby, repealed. walt 
Avrroven; July 20, 1854. ` 


Be it enacted by the Senate dhd House: of-Rëpre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 


hereby is, 
Thomas: K. .Glenn, for: carrying: the: mail: froma 
Raleigh to Roxboro’, in North-Carolina, from the: 
first day of July, eighteen hundred’ and fifty-one, 
during the time:he has been engaged, and to the: 
termination of his contract, to be settled-and paid.in 
such manneras to correct an alleged mistake. made 
in his proposals: Provided, The:Postmaster Gens: 
eral: be satisfied. of the existence of: such ‘mistakes 
and that the difference to be~paid to theisaid: 
Thomas-K. Glenn, with what hé: has:alread y:re-: 
ceived, shall not exceed the amount :of. the next 
lowest bid,.or the rate of two hundred-and seven- 
‘ty-fivedollars per annum for the term: of the-con- 
‘tract, or the actual performance of the'service. 
Approven, July 20, 1854. 


No, 60.—An Act for the Relief of Charles: Staples. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotise of’ Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be,’ 
and he is hereby, directed to place the name of 
Charles Staples, of the State of Maine, on the 
pension rolls of the United ‘States, at ‘the rate ‘of 
eight dollars per month, to commence on the first 
day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-three, 
| his natural life. 
Approven, July-20, 1854. 


and to: continue during || 


‘else promising or agreeing to: pay. money, intende: Ah 


‘a’ president. 


! Janes, alleys, roads, 


No. 61.4 Act to confirm the Claim of -Dustan 
‘de la Croix to a Lot of Land therein described. || 


gister arid receiver at 
twenty-ninth of De 


it is consi 
the said claim is not entitled to the confirmation 
contained in the act of eighth of May, eighteen || 
hundred and twenty-two, confirming the general | 
handved and twenty? | 

Be it enacted bythe Senate and JIouse of Repre-4 
sentatives of the U 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That nothing. 


assembled, That claim number four, int 


cemetery, | 


»check, || part 


i No. 62.—.4n- Act to. Incorporate: the Proprietors of : 
the Glenwood Cemetery. 


Be it enacied bythe Sı 


enuté and House. of Rees, 


sentatines of the: United: States of America.in. Congresa: 


assembled, That Charlés 


William B.. Todd, James-G,; MeGuire,- William 


fairs of the said co 
and, 


anny 


ele 


propriRtOrS 3 A i 
all vacancies in their 0 
power to lay, out and © 


aie 
ally, by a.m 
org; the Said ‘presi 


B. Calvert, George Parkers; 


d abai 


move and alter old buildin 


| to lay out and sell or disp 


point. all necessary off 


their several duties and comp: 


such by-laws, rules, and 
deem proper. for conducting t 
poration, for the governmeé 


visitors to. the ceme 


stock and” the evidence 


-held under this act, each 
tled to one vote for each 


tery 


“of: tot-| 
sand for the tran 
“thereof. “In all é 
proprieteryshal 
share held by hitn ér her. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 


two thousand shares, of fifty'dc „di 
e proprietors according'to thélivespe 
Q‘transferable:in sich’ mai 


capis + 
tal stock of said company’ shall be rep R 


among th 
interests, ang ‘tr 
by-laws may direct. 


Sec. 4: Anil:be it further enacted, That n 
‘cor canals ofany 86 


opened ‘throug! 
of a cemetery? Provided, 
tainedshall a 


any public road’ or street, or Tane, or-alley 


actually:opened and use 
Seo. 5. And beit 
injure; or remove any 


et 


h: the property of sdid‘corporationy! 
exclusively used-and appropriatéedto the putposes”: 


} further enacted; 
| sonavho shall willfully-destroy; mutilate defices 


ther structure placed: in said“ cemetery * 
‘ox: werk: for: protection or i 


ars each: 


sic 


ostrestey: 
shall! bee 


rt 


; That nothingiherein-cons~: 


gthorize said ‘corporation to obstruct! 


K 


das such: -i : 
That any pe 


tomb; monument, grave 


ery; or anytomb, monue/ 
er structure thereon, ors 


shall willfully destroy, cut, break, or removerany® 


tree, shrub, or plant, 
shall be cons 


thie limits of seaid 
T 


meanor, and on conviction thereof befereany juss 


justice, according to the 


‘of not less than fi 


i election.shall be held und 
i act, the four last. name 


ve, nor more 
Sec, 6. And be it further :enacted, Tk 


ice.of :the peace of the. county of: Washington, 


hall. be punished. by fine; at the Mincaption of: thee 
e, 


aggravationof t 
than fe 


until. 
the provisions of this 
een in section _fiyet: 


Seorporatione o 
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__Suly, 


“See. T: And’ be it further enacted, That burial 
lots ið said cemetery shall not be subject. to the 
debis‘of the lot-holders thereof,and the land of the 
company dedicated to the purposes of a cemetery 
shall not be subject to taxation of aiy kind. 

‘Sze. 8. And be it’ further enacted, That the said | 
corporation shall provide for the return, from time || 
is 


time, to. the corporation of Washington. reports | 
j interments made ‘in said cemetery of persons 
who may have died within the limits of the said | 
cdrporation of Washington, in such manner. and | 
according to-such forms as may be prescribed 
from time to time by the corporation ‘of Wash- 
ington. ` f 
“See: 9. And be it further enacted, That a certifi- 
cate, under seal of the corporation, of the owner- | 
ship of any lot aforesaid, shall in all respects have | 
the same effect as any conveyance from said cor- | 
poration: of said lots. would have, if executed, | 
acknowledged, and recorded as conveyances of 
real estate are required to be. | 

Sre: 10. And be it further enacted, That nothing | 
ii this act shall be so construed as to authorize | 
the said corporation to issue any note, token, de- 
vice, scrip, or other evidence of debt, to be used | 
as currency. | 

“Sec, 11. And be it further enacted, That this act | 
shall take effect from the passage thereof, | 

Gee. 12. And be it further enacted, That it may 
be lawful: for Congress ‘hereafter to alter, amend, 
modify, or repeal the foregoing act. 

Sec. 13. And beit further enacted, That each of 
the stockholders in the said company shall be held | 
liable in his or her individual capacityfor all the | 
debts ‘and liabilities of the said company, however | 
contracted or incurred, to be recovered by suit as 
other debts or liabilities before the court or. tribu- 
nal having jurisdiction of the case. 

| APPROVED, July 27, 1854. 


y 


et ` 5 « i 
No: 63:—=.An Act for the Relief of the Representatives | 

wah of Joseph Waison, deceased. i 

„Be i enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress i 
assembled, That the Solicitor of the Treasury be, | 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to cause 
; Ae xecuted on the part of the United States, a | 
J 


gan. 
“Approve, July 27, 1854. 


Mo. 64.—An Act for the Relief of the Executriz of | 
the late Brevet Colonel 2. C. W. Fanning, of the | 
United States Army. ` i 
Be it: enacted -by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of Imerica in Congress 

assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury pay 
to..Mre, Harriet O. Read, executrix of the late 

Brevet: Colonel A. C. W. Fanning, of the United 

States Army, the sum of five thousand nine hun- 

dred and eighty dollars, out of any money in the 

Treasury not otherwise appropriated, being the 

amount claimed by the said executrix to be due | 

the estate of the said Brevet Colonel Fanning, as; 
1 
i 


balances of his accounts against the United States | 
for services: rendered in eighteen. hundred and j 
eighteen, and eighteen hundred and twenty-one, | 
as United States commissioner in receiving and- 


|! hundred and fifty-two, to the thirtieth of June, 


i] year eighteen hundred and thirty-five. 


| hundred arpents of Jand, French measure, accord- 


i} Noriega, and those of the free mulatto named | 


restoring St. Mark’s, and as Indian agent at Forts | 

Gadsden: and. St. Mark’s from April, eighteen 

hundred and eighteen, to December, eighteen hun- 

dred:and: twenty-one. 7 
~Approvepy April 27, 1854. 


No. 65.—sin Act for the Relief of John W. Kelly. 


«Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sétitatives of the United. States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the Postmaster General be, and |! 
he is hereby, authorized and directed to have the | 
aécounts of John W. Kelly, late a contractor on 
route number three thousand five hundred and |! 
ferty, from Bainbridge, Georgia, to Appalachicola, | 
Florida, audited arid settled by the proper account- i 


iH 
H 
il 
li 
{ 
H 
H 
| 
t 


|! Charles, being the same lands that were granted | 

ito Joseph Hernandez, deceased, by the Spanish | 

| Government, on the eighth day of October, eigh- | 
teen hundred and seventeen. 


missioner of the General Land Office, upon the | 


ing officers, and to allow the said John W. Kelly | 
the. contract: price, stipulated to be paid him, to | 
wit: the sum of two thousand four hundred dol- | 
lars perannum, from the first September, eighteen | 

t 


eighteen hundred and fifty-five, the day on which | 


his contract would have expired, deducting there- || 


from the payments heretofore made the said John 
W. Kelly on account thereof; and the sum, when 
so-ascertained and paid, shall be in full of all 
claims which the said John W. Kelly may have 
for damages in consequence of the annulment of 
his said contract on the twenty-first day of Feb- 
ruary, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, by the 
Post Office Department. : 

Sec. 2. And be itfurther enacted, That the amount 
ascertained to be due the said John W. Kelly be | 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not other- i 
wise appropriated. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 66:—An Act for the Relief of William Senna | 
Factor. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Fouse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States af America in Congress 
assembled, That the sum of two thousand dollars 
be paid to William Senna Factor, out of any 
money:in the Treasury not otherwiseappropriated, 
as indemnity in full for property of Rose Factor, 
destroyed by order of the American officers of 
the United States Army, in the Seminole wár of 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, and for-property 
taken by such officers for public use in said war: 
Provided, That.the Secretary of the Interior shall 
first be satisfied that said William Senna Factor 
is the legal representative of Rose Factor, de- 
ceased: Provided, That the said sum shall be i 
received in full of all claim on account of the prop- 
erty herein mentioned. 

Avproven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 67.—An Act for the Relief of John S. Wilson. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to pay to John S. 
Wilson the sum of eight hundred dollars, with 
interest thereon at the rate of six per centum per 
annum, from the seventeenth day of May, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-two, in full compensation 
to the said John S. Wilson, for the damages sus- 
tained by being evicted of his title, derived by 
patent from the United States, to the east half of 
section twenty-two, and west half of section 
twenty-three, in township fifty-two north, of range 
one east, of the fifth principal meridian in the State 
of Missouri, by the decree of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in favor of the devisees of 
Auguste Choteau, at the January term, in the 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the money | 
herein granted be paid out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 68.—An Act for the Relief of Manuel Hernandez. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That Manuel Hernandez be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to locate, not to exceed eight 


ing to the legal subdivisions, on any of the public 
lands in the State of Florida, subject to private 
entry, which shall be in full compensation for all ; 
the damages he may have sustained in being dis- | 
possessed of eight hundred arpents of land, about || 
three miles distant from the mouth of the Escambia | 
river, lying and situate between the lands of Joseph 


Sec. 2. And be if further enacted, That the Com- 


receipt of the certificate of entry from the register 

of the proper land office, shall cause to be issued. 

a patent for the lands authorized to be located by 

this act. : i 
Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 69.—.4n Act for the Relief of William Claude ` 
; Jones. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Sécretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and directed to settle theac- 
count of William Claude Jones against the United 
States, for his military services in the United 
States Army, and allow him the difference between 
the pay of a private, which he did receive, and the 
compensation of a commissary of subsistence, to 
which he is entitled from the twenty-eighth of 
September, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, to 
the second of April, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, and that the same be paid out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 70.—4n Act for the Relief of Joseph Gonder, 
junior, and John Duff. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the. United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to cause 
to be discontinued the suit brought against Joseph 
Gonder, junior, and John Duf, in the district. 
court of the United States for the eastern dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania, for the alleged violation of 
acontract made on the twentieth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, to furnish stone 
for the dry-dock at the.Brooklyn navy-yard. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 71.—An Act for the Relief of Robert Grignon. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be, 
and heis hereby, authorized and directed to pay 
unto Robert Grignon, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
nineteen thousand dollars, in full satisfaction of his 


| claims against the United States arising out of the’ 


treaty with the Menomonee tribe or nation of In- 
dians executed the third day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six: Provided, 
That before the said money shall be paid to the said 
Grignon, the consent of the said tribe of Menom- 
onee Indians shall be obtained thereto, which 
consent, shall be certified by the sub-agent for said 
tribe. Re whee | ee 
Avrroven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 72.—.4n Act for the Relief of 4. G. Benneti.. | 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of .Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress: 
assembled, That the proper accounting officers of 

the Treasury Department, in settling the accounta ; 
of Albert G. Bennett, paymaster inthe United 
States Army, be, and they are hereby, authorized 
and instructed to allow him credit for whatever 


i| sum of money he may prove, to the satisfaction 


of the Secretary of War, to have been lost by 
him by the burning of the steamboat Volante, 
between Vicksburg ani Yazoo City, on the 
fifteenth of November, eighteen hundred and fifty ` 
three: Provided, The amount shall not exceed the 
sum of twelve hundred and eighty-one dollars 
and eighty cents. : 
Avrroven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 73.—4n Act for the Relief of Lavinia Taylor. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and Louse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of america in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, instructed to pay to Lavinia 
Taylor, widow of the late Isaac Taylor, a private 
in the Army of the United States, a sum equal to 
five years’ pay of her said husband, at the rate to 
which he was entitled at the time of his death, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approyen, July 27, 1854. 


No. 74.—dln Jet for the Relief of the Legal Repre- 
sentatives of Samuel Prioleau, deceased. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- ` 
sentatives of ihe United States of America in. Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury be, and they are hereby, directed to ° 
pay to the legal representatives of Samuel Prio- : 
leau, late of Charleston, South Carolina, the sum 
of six thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight 
dollars and sixty cents, being in full compensation 
for property taken from said Prioleau, ‘at Charlese 


1854. 
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ton, for the ase.of the United’ States, during: thé“ 
révolutionary war. LEE Pe SOR ae PERE 
-Approven, July 27, 1854." 
d S g FAR paths : 
No. 75.—An@Act for the Relief of the Légal Repre- 
iE sentative of Joshua Kennedy, deceased °°"? * 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United. States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretaty of the Treasury 
pay to the legal representative of Joshua Kennedy, 
decéased, out of any moneys not otherwise ap- 
propriated, the sum of six thousand five hundred 
dollars, in full compensation for the destruction of | 
property by the Creek Indians, in the year eigh- 
teen hundred and thirteen, 
Approven, July 27, 1854, 


No. 76.—.4n Act for the Relief of Ira Baldwin. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby, directed to issue a land warrant, for 
three hundred and twenty acres of land, to Ira 
Baldwin,a Canadian volunteer, to be located on 
any of the unappropriated lands of the United 
States which have been offered for sale, and are 
subject to entry; and also. that the Secretary. of 
the Treasury pay the said Jra Baldwin one hun- 
dred and eighty. dollars, for three months’ extra 
pay, all which shall be full compensation for the 
services of said Baldwin in the late war with Great 
Britain. . 

ArrroveD, Juty 27, 1854... - - 


No. 17.—-An Act for the Relief of the Legal Repre- 
sentatives of the late Thomas. Chapman, .formerly 
Collector of the Port of Georgetown, South Carolina, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House‘of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That there. be paid to\the-legal repre- 
sentativesof Thomas Chapman, formerly collector 
of the port of Georgetown, in the State.of South 
Carolina, out of any money. in, the: Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of thirteen thou- . 
sand four hundred and fifty-seven dollars and fifty- 
fivecents; being the shareto which the said Thomas. 
Chapman was entitled as collector,.as aforesaid, of 
the cargo of the Swedish ship Diana, condemned . 
for.a breach of the non-intercourse act, which was 
decreed to be forfeited by the said Thomas Chap- 
man, in consequence of his having been examined 
as a witness in behalf of the claimant. 

Approven, July 27, 1854.. i 


No. 18.—-An Act for the Relief of William Miller. 

` Be it enacted by the Senate and House. of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress. 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to plače the name of 
William Miller, of Limington,.in the county of | 
York, and State of Maine, on the roll of invalid 
pensioners, and pay to hima pension of ninety-six 
dollars per annum, to commence on the tenth day | 
of February, eighteen hundred and forty-five, and 
continue during his natural life. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No, 79.—4n Act for the Relief of Sarah Crandall, 
Be. it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United Slates of America in Congress. 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior -be, 
and he is hereby, directed to place the name of 
Sarah Crandall, widow of James Coon, on thelist 
of revolutionary pensioners, and -pay her during || 
her natural life, at- the rate of eight dollars per ;:! 
month, to commence on the first day: of January, 
eighteen hundred and forty-eight. ; 
Approven, July 27, 1854. Fa 


No. 80.—n Act for the Relief of Thomas Snodgrass. 

Re it enacted by the Senate and- House of Repré- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the sum oftwo hundred and thirty 
dollars be, and is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
monéyin the Treasury not other wise appropriated, 
to reimburse'to ‘Captain Thomas Snodgrass, the 
expenses by him incurred fora team, ‘and balance || 
for forage and subsistence furnished’ to his com- 
pany of volunteers while employed as-a guard or 
escort for a party of emigrating Cherokees in 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight: Provided, Noth- 
ng herein contained shall be construed to sanction 


| October, A. D. eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, }! 


| authorized and directed to pay, out of any money | 


any claim of the répresentatives’ of Washington’ 
Smith upon the United States for the same, or any 
other sum advanced said Snodgrass. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. =< 

No. 81.—.4n Act for the Relief of Mary Carlton. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That. the Sectetary of. the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to place 
the name of Mary Carlton on the list of revolu- 
tionary pensioners, at the rate of twenty-four 
dollars a year, to commencé on ‘the first day of. 


and to continue during her natural life; 
Approven, July 27, 1854, 


No. 82.—An Act for the Relief of Thomas D. Jen- 
os nings. ae 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Thomas D. Jennings, of Florida, 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to enter, at the 
minimum price of the public lands, a quantity || 
of land not exceeding one hundred and sixty 
acres, comprising the improvement, on which his 
late- father, Lawrence D. Jennings, resided be- 
fore his death, on due proof being presented to 
the register of the proper land office that he would 
have been entitled to a preémption but for the re- 
moval of the family after the death of the father. 

Arproven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 83.—.4n Act for the Relief of Joseph Mitchell. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper officers of the Govern- 
ment: be, and they are hereby, authorized and 
directed to examine the claim of Joseph Mitchell, 
of the State of Maine, a soldier in the late war 
with’ Great Britain, for bounty land, and for 
arrearages of pay and bounty, and that they issue: 
to him a: warrant for such land, and pay him such’ 
arrearages as would be his due if he had received: 
an honorable discharge on the expiration of his | 
term of-enlistment at the close of the war. 

Approven, July 27, 1854. bb arte 


No. 84.—4n Act for the Relief of Charles’ Cooper 
; _ , and Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting officers’ of 
the Treasury Department be, and they are hereby,’ 


in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to | 
Charles Cooper and Company, of Bangor, Maine, |: 
the sum of three hundred dollars, in full, for. in- 
terest dué to them from the United States obh a:j; 
liquidated amount of thirty thousand nine hundred || 
and eighty-nine dollars, payable by contract, on |i 
the thirteenth day of August eighteen hundred 
and fifty, and then duly required, but withheld li 
until the twelfth of October following, for want of |! 

i 


an appropriation therefor. 
Approven, July 27, 1854. 


ee i 


No. 85.—An Act for the Relief of James Dunning. | 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- || 
| 


sentatives -of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury Department be, and they are hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to James Dunning, 
two hundred and fifty-five dollars and ninety-eight 
cents, out of any money in the Treasury ‘not 
otherwise appropriated, in full, for interest due to | 
him from the United States, on a liquidated amount | 
of ‘thirteen thousand four hundred and seventy- | 
two dollars and “sixty-two cents, payable by con- |) 


| 
! 
if 
| 
i 


tract on the eighteenth day of June, cighteen hun- ti 
dred and fifty, and then duly required, but with- | 
held until the twelfth of October following, for 
want of an appropriation therefor. < 
Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 86.—.An Act for the Relief of Richard King. 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That Richard King be, and heis hereby, | 
confirmed in his title to two hundred and forty” 
arpents of land on the eastern bank of the Ouachita || 


rivers in the parish of Caldwel 
“Maison ‘Row 


| session of, and in cultivation ‘by, said Bail 


| and returned, under the direction of thé 


|! No. 90.—An Act to create and provide a 


ana, which was conveyed by 


9 ie claimant of the 
e Grant to Bagwell Baily, in eigh- 


? 
the 


teen hundred and. eighteen, “for cutting 
through said grant, and has remained in thi 


his successors to. the present ‘time, and is how 
part of ‘the plantation of said King! on which he 
has resided: for. many years; and that a. patent 
issue to him ‘for -it,’after‘a legal survey is tade” 
surveyor 
{shall amount only * 


general: Provided, That this 


| to a relinquishment of title‘on the part of the Unit: 


ted States; ; 
Arrroven, July 27, 1854. os 
No. 87.—An Acl for the Relief of John Phagan. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-.. 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress . 
assembled, ‘That the sum of four bundred.and forty- 
four dollars be paid to John. Phagan, out of any 


; money in the Treasury not otherwise. appropri- 


ated, in full payment. for ‘his services in taking 
charge of a. delegation of Seminole Indians, and. 


i removing them from Florida to the country. west 


of the Arkansas.: .. is 
Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 88.—An Act for the Relief of Passed Midshipman 


George P. Welsh and. Clark H., Wells... 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress. 
assembled, That the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury pay to Passed Midshipman George 
P. Welsh three hundred and forty-one dollars and. 
sixty-six cents, and to Passed Midshipman Clark 
H. Wells, three hundred and. forty-two dollars, 


| and ninety-three cents, out of any money in the. 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated. . 
Approven, July 27,.1854. 


No, 89.--An Act for the Relief of Thomas S. Russell. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and-Houst-of Repress 
sentatives of the United States of América in Congress :. 
assembled,' That the proper accuunting officers: of! 
the Treasury audit the account of Thomas S: Rus- 
sell, late an assistant. commissary: of subsistence’. 
in Colonel Brisbane’s regiment of Florida-volun-" 
teers, and. pay whatever amount: may be found. 
due to: him, out-of-any money in'the Treasury: 
not otherwise ‘appropriated, notwithstanding: the: 
irregularity of his appointment, and although his: 
name does notiappear upon the rolls as one of the! 
staff of Colonel-Brisbane: Provided, ‘The amount: 
shall not exceed the pay of an assistant commise" 
sary of subsistence from the eighteenth of Februs: 


|, ary, eighteen hundred and thirty:six,-to:the tenth 


of May, eighteen hundred and thirty-six. ` 
Approven; July 27; 1854. pbu 


‘Pension 


: for David Towle. bees 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- ` 


| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 


assembled, That David Towle, of the county. of ; 
Oxford, and State of Maine, be, and he is hereby,- 
placed on the pension. roll, at-eight dollars per 


i| month, from the fifth day of April, eighteen hun- 


dred and forty-eight. 
Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 91.—-4n Act for.the Relief of Mrs. Sally T. B. 
. Cochrane, Widow of the late Lieutenant R. E. 
Cochrane, United States Army. en 
Beit enacted by the Senate and House ‘of Repre- 
sentatives of the United ‘States’ begs in Congress: 
assembled, That there be paid, out of any ‘money 


iin. the Treasury hot otherwise ‘appropriated, the 
i sum of one hundred and fifty dollars to Mrs. Sally" 


T. B.-Cochrane, widow ‘of Lieutenant R. E.” 


| Cochrane, late of the United States Army,’ the 
ii value of a: horse belonging :to said Cochrane,” 


which was used for express ‘riding in the public 

service by order of Lieutenant Colonel, Garland, . 

United States Army, at Fort Smith, ‘in eighteen’ 

hundred and ‘forty-one, and died ‘in consequence 

of said service. - Fee es f 
Aprroven, July 27, 1854. < 


No. 92.—vAn Act authorizing Victor Morass to relin= ` 


July, 


== 
-guish certain. Lands, and to enter the same quantity 

sewhere... 

«Be it enacted by the Senate and :House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembléd, That Victor Morass be, and he is here- 
by, authorized to enter, without payment therefor, 
at-any United States land office. in: the State of 
Michigan, .two-hundred-and eighty acres of land, 
the:same to.be entered: in legal subdivisions, and 

osk any land subject to private entry at said offices; 
and: not:covered by-any preémption right: Pro- 
vided, That before the said Victor Morass shail 
havé the benefit of the provisions of this act, he 
shall file with the Secretary of the Interior, insuch 
form as shall be prescribed by said Secretary, 

ood and sufficient deed or deeds of release to the 
Ünited States, executed: by himself, and all per- 
sons having rights thereto through or under him, 
of ‘alk the premises ‘mentioned and described in 
the’ report of conimissioners on land claims in 

Michigah ab claim “* No. 1,” in “ Book 5, in the 


st American State Papers,” “ Public Lands,” vol-’ 


ume four, page seven. hundred and ninety-eight; 
which claim was confirmed to said Morass by 
«An act to confirm certain claims to lands in the 
‘Territory of Michigan, approved April seventeen, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, f 

Aprroven, July 27; 1854. ie 


No: 93.—An Act for the Relief of Rebecca Freemun. 
Be it enacted by the ‘Senate and House of Repre- 


sihtattöes of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, Thiet the Seéretary of the, Interior be 
authorized and directed to place the name of Re- 
beeea Freeman ‘on the list of pensioners, at the 
rate ofeight dollars per month, during her natural 


life, commencing on the twenty seventh day of, 


January,’ Anni’ Domini eighteen hundred and 
forty-seven, v7 es Boron l 
Approven; July 2T; 1854: 


No. 94.—An Act for the Relief of Charles Lee Jones. 
“Be tt enacteil by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives ofthe United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary. of War be, and he is 
Hereby; iuthorized and directed to cause the claims 
ented. to that Department by Charles Lee 
‘ones, for expenses- incurred and servicesrentered 
in: raising, subsisting; and transporting three com- 
panies of. volunteers mustered and received into 
the service of the United States; during. the war 
against Mexico, to be settled according to the prin- 


ciples of equity. and justice; the amount and inter-’ 


est.not to exceed two thousand ‘dollars, and to be 
inv full for said claims; and that the same be paid 
out ofany money.in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated; ; 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 95.—4n Act authorizing.a Patent to be Issued 


„seribed. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the entry by Peter Poncin, of the 


north half of the southeast quarter, and the south |! 
half.of the northeast quarter of section thirty-six, |: 
in township number twenty-nine, of range twenty- |i 
three, in the Stillwater land district, Minnesota, || 
canceled by the Commissioner of the General Land || 
| sentatives of lhe United States of America in Congress 


Office, be, and the same is hereby, allowed, and 
reinstated as the date of said entry, so that the 
title to said lands may inure to the benefit of his 
grantees, as far as he may have conveyed the 
sames Provided, That the money paid for said lands 
shall not have been withdrawn, or if withdrawn, 
shall-be again paid at said land offices, and that 
thereupon a patent shall issue in the name of said 
Peter Poncin for said lands. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That the su- 
periutendent of public schools in said Territory 
of Minnesota be,and he is hereby, authorized to 
select other lands in lieu of said section thirty-six, 
as far as. the same has been granted or sold. 

Arproven, July 27, 1854.- 

No. 96.—An Act for the Relief of Ezra Williams. 

Be-it enacted by ihe Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress \ 
assembled, That the Secretary of the’ Treasury be, || 


and heis hereby, authorized and directed to pay 
to, Ezra Williams, out of any money in the Treas- 


| to the said machines, with their impro 


ury not otherwise-appropriated, the sum of five 
hundred dollars, in full for his services in pre- 
paring an alnhabetical index to the Numerical 
Register of Warrants, in the land-bounty division 
of the General Land Office, under the direction of 


the late Commissioner, Richard M. Young. 


Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 97.—.4n Act for the Relief of Conrad Wheat, 
jr, or his Legal Representatives. 

Be it enacted bythe: Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the location.of six hundred and 
forty acres of land, and which is described as 
survey number two thousand four hundred and 
fifty three, in township forty-four north, of ranges 
five and six east, of the principal meridian, in the 
State of Missouri, made by Conrad Wheat, jr., 


lon the twenty-second day of October, eighteen 


hundred.and sixteen, under a certificate of location 
pumber one hundred and thirteen, issued’ on the 
twelfth day of August, eighteen hundred and six- 
teen, by the recorder of land titles, to the said 
Wheat, is hereby confirmed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Com- 


missioner of the General Land Office is hereby | 
l authorized to issue a patent to the said Conrad | 
| Wheat, jr., or his legal representatives, for the 
said lands. - 


_ Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 98.—.2n Act for the Relief of Richard M. Bou- | 


ton, George Wright, and the Widow of Marvin W. 
“isher. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 


assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be; 


anid “he hereby is, ‘uthorized'and directed to payji! 
| to: Riehard M. Bouton, George Wright, and to 
Hartiét F. Fisher, the widow and executrix of |! 
Matvin W. Fisher, out of any money in the | 
| Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 


five thousand dollars each, as a full compensation 
for the past use‘of their machines for making and 
charging percussion caps in the arsenals. of the 
United States, and also for the future free and un- 
disturbed use, by-the Government, of the- said 
machines, together with the patent-right or‘rights 
vements. 

AppnroveD, July 27, 1854. x 


No. 99.—An Act for the Relief of Andrew J. Dick- 
erhoff. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
: assembled, That:the.Seeretary of the Interior be, 


and. he is. hereby, directed to place the name. of 


| Andrew J. Dickerhoff on the roll of invalid. pen- 


sioners, and pay to him annually a: pension of 


iF ninety-six dollars, to commence. on the first day 


to Peter Poncin, for. certain Lands therein de- | of January; eighteen hundred and fifty, and con- 


tinue during his life. 
Avrroven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 100.—.2n Act for the Relief of the Widows and 
Orphans of the Officers and Seamen of the United 
States Schooner Grampus, who were lost in that 
vessel in March, eighteen hundred and forty three, 
near the coast of the United States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


| assembled, That the same provision as is made by 


the act entitled ‘An act for the relief of the 
widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, and 
marines of the brig Somers,” approved the four- 
teenth day of August, eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight, and an act forthe relief of the widows and 
relatives of certain officers and seamen of the Uni- 
ted States brig Washington, who were lost over- 
board ina hurricane, approved February the third, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, be also extended 
tothe widows and-orphans of the officers and sea- 


men who were lost in the United States schooner || 
| Grampus in the gale of March, eighteen hundred 


and forty-three, near the coast of the United States. 
Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 101.—4n Act for the Relief of Captain George 
Simpton, of Galveston. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 

assembled; "That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and he is hereby, directed to pay, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, to Captain George Simpton, of Galveston, 
the sum of sixteen hundred dollars, in full pay- 
ment of his claim for indemnification for loss of 
schooner Alert, whilst in the public service during 
the war with Mexico. 
APPROVED, July 27, 1854. 


No. 102.—4n Act for the Relief of Pamela Brown, 
the Widow of Major General Jacob Brown, late of 
the United States Army, deceased. s 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the Uniled Slates of America in Congress 
i assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be 


directed to place the name of Pamela Brown, 


| widow of the late Major General Jacob Brown, 


upon the list of pensioners, and to pay her a pen- 
sion at the rate of fifty dollars per month; said 
pension to commence on the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and continue 
during her natural life. 

APPROVED, July 27,854. 


for the Retief of William Harris, 
of Georgia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized 


No: 1038.—An Act 


i and directed to settle the claini of William Harris, 


of Georgia, and pay him for his services in the 
United States Army: Provided, The same shall 
not exceed the pay and emoluments of a sergeant 


| of infantry: from the eighteenth of April, eighteen 


hundred and fourteen, to the twenty-fifth of No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and sixteen. 
Approve, July 27, 1854. 


No. 104.—-.4n Act for the Relief of James M. 
Goggin. i 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, ‘That the Postmaster General be, and he 
is hereby, authorized and required to settle and: 
adjust the claims of James M.: Goggin, and. that. 
jin’sach settlement he beallowed a-fair and reason- , 
able salary as special mail agent for the State of’. 
California from the first day of December, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty, until the sixth of April, 


“eighteen huridred and fifty-three, with reasonable 


allowanee for office rent and per diem and the hire 
of a clerk, and that such sum as may be allowed 
by the Postmaster General, be paid to said Gog- - 


| gin, out of any moneys in the Treasury not other- 


wise appropriated: f 

Approven, July 27, 1854. 

No, 105.—An Act confirming a certain Land Claim. 
in Louisiana known as the Flevriau Claim. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the heirs, assigns, and legal rep-.. 
resentatives of Charles J. B. Fleuriau, or Flo- 


| riau, be, and they are hereby, confirmed in their 
claim to a tract of land described in a petition or 


request addressed by Joseph Villars Dubreuil to 


ithe Governor and ‘Commissary of Marine of the 


Province of Louisiana, on the first day of June, 
seventeen hundred and sixty-three, as the same was 
surveyed by A. F. Righter, a deputy surveyor, 


j in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, and 
certified by H. T; Williams, surveyor general 


of the State of Louisiana, on the fourteenth of 
December, eighteen ‘Hundred and thirty-nine, and 
for the full extent of the land embraced in said 
surveys; and that a patent shall issue thérefor: 
Provided, That this act shall be held and taken 
only asa relinquishment on the part of the United 
States. i 


APPROVED, Taly 27, 1854. 


No. 106.—.4n Act for the Relief of James Edwards 
Bt : and others; 
Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 


assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he 


is hereby, directed to ascertain, by the best evi- 
dence which the nature of the case will admit of, 
the value of the houses and other property of 
James Edwards, ofthe late Edward M. Wanton, 
and of the late Nehemiah Brush, destroyed at Mi- 


THE 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


canopy, Florida, in the year eighteen hundred l 
and thirty-six, by order of Lieutenant Colonel B. | 
K. Pierce, the commanding officer of that post, to į 
prevent them from falling into the hands of the | 
enemy, and that the amount so ascertained be paid | 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise | 
appropriated: Provided, The amounts so to be ! 
paid shall hot exceed two thousand four hundred i 
and eighty-two dollars and thirty-two cents, inthe | 
case of James Edwards; one thousand eight hun- | 
dred and twelve dollars and fifty cents, in the case | 
of the late Edward M. Wanton, or eight hundred | 
dollars in the case of the late Nehemiah Brush, 
Approven, July 27, 1854. 


i 
i 
i 
| 
{ 


No. 107.—.4n Act for the Relief of Sylvester T. ij 


Jeruuld, Assignee of the interest of Henry Richard. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
sentatives of the United States 
assembled, That the locatio 


in township one south of range ten west of the 


second meridian, Indiana, which has been made | 
g as assignee of the | 


in favor of Nathaniel Ewin 
claim number fourteen hundred and ninety-nine, 
entered in favor of the heirs of H. Richard in the 
report dated thirty-first December, eighteen hun- 
dred and nine of the commission 
Hlinois, be, and the same is 
and the President of the Unit 
authorized, 


hereby, confirmed, 
ed States is hereby 
upon the production to the General 


Land Office of a patent certificate from the register || 


at Vincennes, Indiana, for said claim, to cause a! 
patent to be issued therefor to the said Sylvester 
T. Jerauld as assignee of the interest of the ori- i 
ginal claimant: Provided, That this act, and the. 
patent which may be granted in pursuance of the | 
same, shall only operate asa relinquishment on | 
the part of the United States, and shall in no way 
prejudice any valid adverse right, if such exist, to | 
the said land. 
` Arrroven, July 27, 1854. 
No. 108.—J4n Act for the Relief of James Wormsley. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Horise of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled; That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to place 
the name of Ja 
lutionary pensioners, and pay him the sum of 
ninety-six dollars per annum from the fourth of 
July, one thousand eight hundred'and forty-eight, 
and during his natural life. 

Approyen, July 27, 1854. 


No. 109.—.4n Aci for the Relief of Samuel H. 
Hempstead. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United Slutes of America in Congress 
assembled, That the sum of eighteen hundred do!- 
lars be, and the same is hereby, 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to pay Samuel H. Hempstead, for 


extra services rendered by him in defending the | 


title of the United States to certain lands situated 
in the State of Arkansas. 
Approven, July 27, 1854. 


No. 110.—.4 Act for the Retief of Joseph Campau 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
Sentatives of the United 
assembled, That the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office cause a patent to be issued to Joseph 
Campau, for that tract of land lying in township 
number six north 
State of Michigan, and described as follows, to 
Witt sixteen arnents by forty, French measure, 
commencing ata point on the south border of the 
river Au Delude, about two miles from its conflu- 
ence with the river St. Clair, and thence up stream, 
upon said river Delude, sixteen arpents; thence at 
night angles with the said river Delude, to the dis- 
tance of forty arpents; thence in rear sixteen ar- 
pents; thence to the place of beginning by a line 
of forty arpents in length. 

Sre. 2, And be it further enacted, That if the 
above de 


to determine the precise boundaries of the said | 


of Repre- ` 
of America in Congress ` 
n numbered one hun- | 
dred and eighteen, containing four hundred acres, | 


ersat Kaskaskia, į] 


| sum, not exceeding the pay and emolumenta of 


mes Wormsley on the roll of revo- | 


appropriated, out || A mens i 
PPer : ii and they are hereby, confirmed in their title to a ji 


|i lot number twenty-three, in the plat number one, |: 


States of America in Congress || 


, of range seventeen east, in the | 


scription be not sufficiently definite, as ; 


Joseph Campau a patent for the lands so described 
in such survey: Provided, That this act shall only | 
be construed to be a relinquish ment on the part of 
the United States, and shail not interfere with the 
rights of third persons. 
APPROVED, July 27, 1854. 


No. 111.—An Aet for the Relief of John S. Jones 
and William H. Russell, surviving partners of the 
firm of Brown, Russell and Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of War cause to be 
settled and adjusted the claims for losses of oxen 
and wagons sustained by the above named John 
S. Jones and William H. Russell, surviving part- 
ners of Brown, Russell and Company, in the 
transportation of military stores from Fort Leaven- 
worth to Santa F€, subsequent to the arrival of the 
trains containing said stores at the place called 
San José or Big Canon; and also the amounts | 
paid by, or on account of, said persons for forage 
for the cattle used in said transportation, and for 
the hire of extra men and teams for the purpose 
of said transportation subsequent to the time 
aforesaid; and that he allow so much of the same 
as may be satisfactorily proven: Provided, The 


j 


pacea 


H . 

heirs or legal representatives, the sum. of two.thou. 
sand five hundred and seventy. dollars and thirty 
cents, that being the amount paid into the ‘Treasury 
of the United States, and placed to the account of 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, in consequence of 
| & suit, entitled the United States vs. the schooner” 

Ann and cargo, in the district court of Maine, De- 
cember, eighteen hundred and fourteen, thé said: 
SchoonerHaving been risen upon and captured by 
| the aforesaid named persons, from the British, 
and delivered to the proper authorities of the Uni- 
ted States, in the State of Maine, to be paid to 
the said James W. Low and his associates afore- 
said, their heirs or assigns, in the following pro- 
portions, to wit: to the said James W. Low, for 
having planned the enterprise and directed the 
capture of the vessel, as first officer of the prize,” 
eight parts; to William Driskill, as second or as- 
sistant officer, four parts; and to Southerland and 
Stenchen, as seamen or sailora, two parts each. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 

be the duty of the Sécretary of the Treasury, im- 
mediately after the passage of this act, to give 
public notice thereof, by advertisement, for three 

months, in such newspapers as he shall think will 
be most likely to give proper information to the 
ersons so entitled to apply for their respective 
hares; and if, after the expiration of six months 


whole amount allowed do not exceed thirty-eight 
thousand eight hundred dollars: And provided 
Jurther, That, in making the proof of the amount 
paid out by them, or on their account, for forage 
for the cattle and for extra men and teams used 


cient for the parties aforesaid to make satisfactory 
proof of the aggregate amount so paid and ex- 
pended. And thatthe said Secretary be authorized | 
to examine the claims of said persons for ser vices 
rendered in said transportation, and to allow such | 


assistant quartermasters, for the time necessarily 
employed in said business, not exceeding six 
months; and that the.account so allowed be paid 
to said persons, or their legal representatives, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. f 

Arrrovep, July 29, 1854. 


No. 112.—.4n Act for the Relief of the Pine Grove 


, of the sum hereby a 
in the transportation aforesaid, it shall be sufti- |. 


from the passage of this act, any of the said claim- 


|; ants, or their heirs, or legal representatives, shall 


not have applied for their respective ‘proportions 

pproprigted; the same shall 
be paid to such as shall have applied within that 
period, pro rata, according to their relative propor’ 
i tions as aforesaid, or to their heirs or assigns - 
respectively: Provided; That'any one or'more of: 
| said claimants may apply fer ‘their own propor- 
tions in the first instance, at any time after the. 
passage of this act. ne oS ed 
Approven, July 29, 1854. : 


ees 


| No. 114.—4n et for the Relief of Purser 
Me Blair. : 

Be it enacted by ‘the Senate and House of Rebre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be, and they are heréby, authorized and 
directed, in adjusting the accounts of Purser T. P, 
; McBlair, to allow him the several sums paid by 


TP 


Academy, in Louisiana. 
Be it. enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 


, him as purser of the United States steamer Princes,’ 
ton, to William Taylor, acting boatswaih, tp John’ 


sentalives of the United. States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That the president, directors, and trus 
tees, of the Pine Grove Academy, in the parish | 

of Caldwell, Louisiana, be, and they are hereby, ; 
| confirmed in their title to the lot of forty acres of | 
i land on whieh said academy is situated, near Co- i 


McCoy, claiming under the Maison Rouge grant, H 
in eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, as more par- i! 
ticularly described in the act of donation; and that |; 
the said president, directors, and trustees, bealso, fi 


i certain tract or parcel of land, situated in said i 
parish of Caldwell, with about one mile front on | 
i the west bank of the Ouaehita river, and running | 
| west between five and six miles, and known as | 


of the Maison Rouge grant, surveyed by John 
i Dinsmore, a deputy surveyor of the United States, 
| containing about four thousand acres, donated to 


Į! 
| 
; i 
i them by Daniel W. Coxe, one of the claimants ; 


i| of said grant, in eighteen hundred and. thirty- | 
| nine, and that patents be issued to them for said 
lands, after a legal survey, under the instructions |) 
of the surveyor general of Louisiana: Provided, i 
: That this act shall amount only to a relinquish- |: 
| ment of title on the partof the United States, and |, 
‘| that it shall not be construed to interfere in any | 
‘| manner with the rights of setters on said lands | 
if at the date of this act. 
Approven, July 29, 1854. 


fl 
d 
B 


No. 113.—In Act for the Compensation of James ; 
IF. Low, and others, for the capture of the British i 
private-armed Schooner Ann, during the late War 
with Great Britain. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

tatives of the United States of America in Congress | 


i 
i 


| 
| 
| 
| 


! 


i SER 


i 
f 


lumbia, donated to them by Hyams, Chew and |; 


Cole, acting carpénter, and‘ to Armstrong Flom- 
erfélt, acting sailmaker, who were ‘employed. on 
said steamer by the commanding officer thereof, ' 
by authority from the Secretaty of the Navy, and 
which said sums were disallowed by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury, for’ the reason that 
the'said persons to whom the payments were made 
were not included in the number permitted by law, 
of officers of the grades. to which they were re~ 
spectively appointed. 
Vheeeover, July 29, 1854, 


No. 115.—.4n Act for the Relief of John Frazer and 
the Administrator of the Estate of John G. Clen- 
denin, deceased. ; 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- f 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury pay to Johù Frazer and the admin- 


| istrator of the estate of John Œ. Clendenin, the 
j; amount expended by said Frazer and Cleridenin, 


or either of them, in the purchase of the west half 
of the northwest quarter of section thirteen, town- 
ship two north, of range three west, in the State 
of Indiana, together with interest thereon; and > 
also the amount paid by said Frazer and Clen- 
denin, or either of them, in defending their title to 
said land, with interest thereon: Provided, however, 
That, before payment be made under the provis~ 


‘ions of this act, said accounting officer. of ‘the . 


| Treasury shall be satisfied by. proof as to the 


amount expended by said Frazer and Clendenin 
‘in purchasing said tract of land, and prosecuting 
their tile thereto: And provided Surther, That in 
: estimating the amount paid by said parties for the 
purchase of said land, no more shall be allowed 
than the United States received therefor, with in- 


; : st t ; in estimating the amount ex- 
lands, the said commissioner shall cause the said |; assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, | terest thereon; and, g 


: : l: i ing their:title to the land 
tract of land to be surveyed without delay, and |, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay to į; pended by them in defending ; 


upon the filing of the said survey, together with j 
a plat thereof, in the proper office, the said com- 


Missioner shall cause to be issued to the said | 


{i 


i may be legally authorized to receive the same, as ii 


; James W. Low, William Driskill, Soather- f 
! p: x 
: land, and Stenchen, or to such persons as | 


the sum allowed shall not exceed seventy-five dol- 


; lars. 


Approven, July 29, 1854. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


August, 


g 


No. 116.—4in AB authorizing the Secretary of the | 
“Preasury to pay John Charles Frémont for Beef 
furnished the California Indians, 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury-shall | 
pay, out.of any money in the Treasury not other- | 
wise appropriated, the sum of one hundred and 
eighty-three thousand eight hundred and twenty- | 
five dollars, with interest thereon fromthe first | 
day of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, at the 
rate often per centum, to John Charles Frémont, 
in full of his account for beef delivered to Com- 
missioner. Barbour for the use of the Indians in 
California, in eighteen hundred and fifty-one and 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two. 

“Approven, July 29, 1854. 


No. 117.—~An Act for the Relief of Captain Lewis 
uoe” oe E. Simonds. 

: Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
andhe is hereby, authorized and required to pay 
Captain Lewis E. Simonds, of the United States 
Navy, out of any money in the Treasury not | 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of eight hundred 
dollars, it being for his expenses incurred in de- 
fending himself against two suits brought against 
him for arresting and detaining the brig Casket, 
„on the coast of Africa, on the charge of being en- 
gaged.in. the slave trade, in eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, the said Simonds being then in com- 
mand.of the United States armed vessel called the 
Marion, and acting in the.line of his duty. 

Aprproven, July 29, 1854. ý 


No. 118.—.4n Act for the Relief. of Asa Andrews. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, 'Thatthe proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized and | 
required to settle and adjust the accounts of Asa | 
Andrews, late collector of customs for the district of į 
Ipswich, in the State of Massachusetts, for office 
rent and expenses, including clerk hire, and for 
the sarvices of a deputy during the time.he per- 
formed the duties of said office, and that the 
amount found due, not exceeding the sum of one 
thousand nine hundred and eighty-three dollars | 
and eighty cents, be paid to said Asa Andrews, 
or his legal representatives, ‘out of any money in 
the Tredsury-not otherwise appropriated. 
‘Arproven, August 1, 1854. 


No: 119.—An Act for, the Relief of Dr. S. R. Ad- 

ison, Passed Assistant Surgeon inthe United: States 

Navy. ` : i 

-Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress || 
assembled, That the accounting officers of the Treas- | 
ury be, and are hereby, required to allow and pay | 
to Doctor S. R. Addison, passed. assistant surgeon 
inthe Navy.of the United States, the difference of | 
pay between that of his grade and a surgeon, from | 
the fourth of April, eighteen hundred and forty- | 
sight, until the twenty-first of June, eighteen hun- | 
dred and fifty, being the period during which he 
served as surgeon on board the United States 
sloop-of-war Saint Mary’s, and that the same be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. we 

Approvep, August 1, 1854. 


‘ « 


No, 120—An Act for the Relief of William Darby. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That there be paid to William Darby, | 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of fifteen hundred dollars, 
in:full compensation: for his labor and materials | 
furnished in surveying and making a map of the | 
Territory. of Louisiana, in the years eighteen | 
hundred and: twelve and. eighteen hundred and | 
thirteen. ; | 
Aprroven, August 1, 1854. | 

i 


No. 121,—An Act for the Relief of Levi Pierce and 
a : Andrew- Hodge, jr. - . | 
‘Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Repre- | 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 

assembled, That the Postmaster General be, and | 


| when so entered, shail be in full compensation for 


|| properland office, the Commissioner of the Gen- 
ii eral Land Office shall cause a patent to be issued | 


hé is hereby, authorized to settle with and dis- 
charge Levi Pierce and Andrew Hodge, jr., sure- 
ties on the official bond of William H. Ker, for- 
merly postmaster at New Orleans, on their pay- 
ing, or securing to pay, to the satisfaction of the 
Postmaster General, within one year, the sum of 
twelve thousand five hundred dollars; and either 
of said sureties may thus be discharged on his 
paying, or securing to pay, as aforesaid, one half 
of the above sum: Provided, Fhe Postmaster Gen- 
eral, and the United States district attorney for the 
eastern district of Louisiana, shall be satisfied that 
it is for the interest of the United States that such 
settlement should be made: And provided further, 
That such settlement with and discharge of one 
surety shall not be construed to discharge the 


i other, 


-Approven, August 1, 1854. 


No. 122.—An Act for the Relief of Jean Baptiste 
Beaubien. x 

Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United Slates of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
issue a patent or patents to Jean Baptiste Beau- 
bien, for the following lots, as described and num- 


bered on the survey and plat of the Fort Dear- | 


born addition to Chicago, in the State of Hlinois, 
made under the order of the Secretary of War, 
and now on file in the War Office, to wit: Lots 
number one, two, three, four, five, and six, of 
block number four; all that part of lots numbered 
eight and nine, block number two, which lies south 
of the line of excavation, authorized by the act 
of Congress approved twenty-first July, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two; and all that part of lot num- 
ber one, block number five, that lies within the 
following boundaries, to wit: Commencing on the 
western line of said lot number one, block five, at 
a point ten feet north of the southern line thereof; 
thence east, parallel with said southern line two 
hundred and fifty feet to the western boundary of 
the lands granted by the United States to the Mi- 
nois Central Railroad Company; thence north, 


along said western boundary thirty-four feet, to |! 


the northern line of said lot number one, block 

five; thence west, along said northern line two 

hundred and fifty feet to the northwest corner 

thereof; thence south along the western line thereof 

thirty-four feet to the place of beginning. 
Aprrovep, August 1, 1854. 


No. 123.—An Act for the Relief of Urban Stoll. 

Be it.enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to pay to Urban Stoll, 
now a pensioner of the United States, a sum equal 
to seventy-two dollars per annum, from the fourth 
day of July, eighteen hundred and forty-five, to 
the time when his present pension was allowed, 

Aprroven, August 1, 1854. 


No. 124.—An Act for the Relief of Gaston T. Raoul. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That Gaston T. Raoul be, and he is 


hereby, authorized to enter free of cost, six hun- | 


dred and forty acres of land, according to legal 
subdivisions, on any of the public lands of the 
United States, subject to entry at private sale; 
which said six hundred and forty acres of land, 


claim number four hundred and fifty-six of the | 
report of James O. Cosby, dated June seven, 


eighteen hundred and thirteen, and for which a! 


certificate of confirmation, number one hundred 

and sixty-eight, was issued on the twenty-fourth 

of January, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, | 
by the register and receiver of the land office for. 
the John Core claim, for his son, a minor, in the 

parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, upon 
the receipt of the certificates of entry from the | 


therefor to the said Gaston T. Raoul. 
Avproyen, August 1, 1854. i 


No. 125.—4n Act for the Relief of A. G. Penn. | 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


assembled, That A. G. Penn, of the parish of 
St. Tamany, Louisiana, be, and he is hereby, 
authorized te enter, by way of preémption, the 
southwest quarter of section twenty-three, town- 
| ship six south, of range ten east, in the Greens- 
burg land district, State of Louisiana, upon his 
paying therefor, to the proper officer of the land 
office, the sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents 
| per acre: Provided, however, That this act-shaly 
not be so construed as to interfere with any ad= 
verse claim to the land hereby authorized to be 
purchased, if any such there be. 
~ Approvep, August 1, 1854. 


t 
| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
H 
i 
1 
1 


No. 126.—An Act for the Settlement of the Claims 
of W. P. Buckner and Pierce Crosby, Passed 
Midshipmen in the United States Navy. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
ussembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to ad- 
just and settle the claims of W. P. Buckner, 
‘passed midshipman, and Pierce Crosby, passed 
| midshipman, and acting master in the United 
States Navy, for a share of the proceeds of the 
i sale of the schooner Oregon and cargo, seized and 
confiscated in the month of April, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-eight, under the President’s regu- 
lations of the first of March, eighteen hundred 
and forty-seven, at the port of T'ampico, during 
| the war with Mexico, and to pay the said claims 
out of any moneys in. the Treasury arising from 
military contributions collected in Mexico in pur- 
|! suance of the regulations of the President before 
| referred to: Provided, That before any money is 
paid in these cases, any claim submitted by the 
‘owners of the vessels beforementioned, for the 
remission of the penalty and the payment. of the 
i proceeds under the confiscation, shallifirst be duly 
| examined and decided by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, under the direction of the President of 
the United States. f 

Approven, August 1, 1854. 


No. 127.—An Act for the Relief of William G. 
. Smith. $ . 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and required to pay, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of five hundred dollars to 
William G. Smith, for recapturing a vessel in the 
war of eighteen hundred and twelve, together 
| witha midshipman and four seamen of the British 
| Navy; which prisoners were delivered to Com- 
| modore Perry, at Newport, Rhode Island. 
ArrroveD, August 1, 1854. 


No. 128.—An Act for the Relief of the Legal Repre- 
sentatives of Major Caleb Swan, deceased. 


| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-' 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to pay to the legal representatives of 
Major Caleb Swan, deceased, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated the 
amount of his compensation as paymaster of the 
| Army, from the first day of July to the thirty-first 
day of December, (inclusive,) eighteen hundred 
j and eight, and a commission of one per centum 
on the amount of bills of exchange negotiated by 


ii him under directions of the War Department, for 


: the purpose of raising money for the use of the 
| army. wr 

| Approven, August 1, 1854. 
t 

t 


No. 129.—.dn Act for the Relief of Henry La Rein. 

: trie. ; : 7 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in. Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay 
| to Henry La Reintrie, out of any money. in. the 


ii Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 


five hundred and ninety-three dollars, which shall 
ibe in full satisfaction and discharge of said La 


i Reintrie’s claim for servites rendered to the United 


; ii States Legation near the Government. of Chili, 


| and as bearer of dispatches from that legation to` 
| Washington. M 
Arrrovep, August 1, 1854. 


“troit, and Territory of Michigan, and for other 


_wise appropriated. © © =~ 


"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 


“second quarter of , eighteen hundred: and forty- 


‘late judges of the United States for the Territory | 


‘ative to the plan’ of Detroit, in Michigan Terri- 


‘dollars per anium, from the time. of their-several 
‘appointments as judges of the United States for | 


ithe.Government-:be; and are hereby, directed to | 
-eettle the accounts of Charles. G.: Merchant, bre- | 


1854. 


Land in. Michigan.: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay 
to Maria Morell, widow. of George Morell, and 
to William Woodbridge ‘aiid “Henry Chipman, 


of Michigan, for the services of the said judges 
in ascertaining, adjusting, and ‘settling claims to 
land, and performing other duties ‘in conformity 
with the act entitled “ An act to provide for the 
adjustment of titles of land in the town of De- 


purposes,” approved the twenty-first of April, | 
eighteen hundred and six, and with “ An act rel- 


tory,’ approved the twenty-eizhth of May, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty, at the rate of five hundred 


said Territory, to the twenty-fourth day-of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, to ‘be | 
paid out. of any money in the Treasury not other- | 


APPROVED, August 1, 1854. 


No. 181.—An Act for the Relief of Captain Charles i 
Gr Merchant. i 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the proper accounting officers of | 


vet captain of the United States Army, for the 


nine, on just and equitable principles, without:ref- 


-erence to the usual forms, so'as to relieve :the said | 


“No. 


oo Be. it enacted. by the Senate and House of Repre- : 


_Charles G. Merchant of the effect .of:the:loss‘of | 


his quarterly returns for. said quarter: Provided, | 
That the amount to be allowed to the said Charles | 
G. Merchant, in such settlement, shall: not exceed | 
the sum of two hundred and fifteensdollars and | 
sixty-nine cents. - : i 

Approven, August 1, 1954. , | 


132.—vin Act for the Relief of Sylvester Petti- 


bone. 


Heys 
Peu 


© sentatives of the United States of America in-Congress : 
~ assembled; "That Sylvester Pettibone, of Wiscon- | 
i gin,'and “his: real ‘and personal ‘property, ‘be, and ; 


“oi: Approven, August 1, 1854. 


: they are hereby, released and relieved: from two | 


judgments in favor of the United: States, obtained | 
against him, the said Pettibone, im the district | 
court of the United States- for the district of Wis- | 
consin, and from all liens and incumbrances‘cte- | 
ated by said. judgment: Provided, That the costs | 
of the suit-in:whech said judgment was rendered | 
shall first be paid by said Pettibone. 


No. 133.—.4n Act. for the Relief of Phineas M. 
Nightingale, Administrator of thé Estate of Gen- 
eral Nathantel Greene; deceased. =° 7 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House ‘of Repre- | 


| 
| 
| 
E 
t 
i 
i 
| 
| 


` sentatives of thé United States of America in Congress | 


+ eents, With. interest at the rate of six per centum 


` the estate of said Nathaniel Greene for becoming 


_ Money 


> directed to settle the claims of Alexander G. Mor- 


assembled, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury pay | 
to Phineas M. Nightingale, administrator of the | 
estate of General Nathaniel Greene, deceased, : 
eight thousand’ and five dollars and fifty-three | 


per annum from the sixth day of July, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four, until paid; 
the same being in liqtidation of a balance due to 


security for Banks & Co., army contractors in the | 
Revolution. "Phe said-sum to be paid out of any | 
in the Treasury of the United States -not | 
otherwise appropriated. =- 0 t : = 
Approven, August 1, 1854. ` 


| 


$ 1 
No. 134.—An Act for thé Relief of the Heirs and | 
, Representatives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized and | 


gan, of Missouri, for services in. raising troops 


forthe Florida ‘service, in the year eighteen: hun- 
“dred and thirty-seven, and also-for military ser- 
vices in Florida: Provided, That the pay and 
allowances to him shall not exceed the compensa- 


September, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven;to 
the eighteenth of March, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-eight, and thatso much as shall be found due 
-to him, as if regularly commissioned in that grade, 
shall-be, and the’same is hereby, directed to-be 
paid to him, out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. ; : 
Aprroven, August, 1, 1854. 


No. 135.—An Act for the Relief of Wiliam Brown. 
- Be.it enacted by the. Senate and House of. Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, instructed to place the name of 
William Brown, alias Billy Brown, a colored man, 
| now a resident of Portland, in the State of Maine, 
on the pension roll, and pay to him a pension: of 
ninety-six dollars per annum, commencing on the 
thirtieth day of May, eighteen hundred and forty- 
four, and continuing during his natural life. 
_ APPROVED, August 1, 1854. 


No. -136.—An Act to authorize the Payment of In- 
valid Pensions to the Heirs of Lieutenant Robert 
White, and others. f 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
required to pay to the invalid pensioners, officers 
of the Army of the Revolution, hereinafter named, 
-or if dead; to their widows, and if the widows be 
dead, to the children of said officers, the amount 
-of thetr ‘several “invalid pensions which ‘was de- 
ducted or withheld from said officers under the 
provisions of the act entitled ‘* An act for‘ the re- 
lief. of certain surviving officers and sdldiers of the 
Revolution,” approved the fifteenth day. of May, 
one thousand éight hundred and twenty-eight, 
namely: to Lieutenant Robert White the amount 
of his invalid pension from the third day of March, 
eighteen hundred: and twenty-six, to the ninth 
day of February, eighteen hundred and’ thirty- 
one; to Captain John Crute the amount of his 
invalid’ pénsion from the third day of March, 
eighteen’hundred and twenty-six, to thé thirty- 
first day of May, eighteen hundred and thirty; to 
Surgeon’s Mate, Mordecai Hale, from the’ third 
day of March, eighteen hundred and: twenty-six, 
to the ninth of day of December, eighteen” hun- 
dred and thirty-two; to Lieutenant William Wal- 
lace, from the third day of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-six, to the thirty-first day of 
December, ‘eighteen hundred and‘ thirty-six; to 
| Lieutenant Philip Stuart, from the third day ‘of 
March, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, to the 
fourteenth day of August, eighteen hundred‘ and 
thirty; to General: William Barton, froti‘ thë third 
‘day of March, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, 
to the twenty-second day of October, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one; to Ensign Clement Sew- 
tall, from the third day of March, eighteeen hün- 
dred and twenty-six, to the seventh day of Jan- 


of March, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, to 
the thirty-first day of May, eighteen hundred and 
thirty. : 

Approven, August 1, 1854. 


No: 137.—An Act for the purchase of the Copyright 
of a Work published by Thomas H. Sumner, whére- 
in he describes his new method of ascertaining a 
ship’s position at sea. f eee 
Be it enacted. by the Senate and House of Repre- 

! sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

| assembled, That in consideration of the transfer to 


i| the United States of the copyright of a work 


| wherein ‘Thomas H. Sumner: fully describes his 


|| new method of ascertaining a ship’s position at 


sea, when a meridian observation of the sun can- 


said Thomas H. Sumner, or his lawful agent or 
attorney, the sum of ten thousand dollars. 

| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That-after the 
| said transfer shall be made, and thesaid gum paid, 
the said copyright shall be deemed. extinct, and 


tion of a captain of cavalry, from the eleventh of 


uary, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine; to` 
Lieutenant James Glentworth, from the third day |! 


not be obtained, there be paid, out of any money | 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the 


——— m A aaa ai aS 


.said book. may. thereafter be published as if no 
such right had existed. csepeg on TEA ike 
Arrrovep, August 2, 1854 


Pan e delai ya 


| Nov138.—An Aot to Relinguiskh the Reversionary Ins : 
terest: ofthe United Statés to: a certain’ Reservation 
therein méntioned, and to confirm the title'of Charles. 
G. Gunter thereto.’ 2 eS ees aor eae 
Be it enacted by’ the Senate. and “Howse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congres 
assembled, That all the right, ‘title,’ and’ inte 
which might accrue or revert to the United 
toʻa certain fraction ot [of ] section’ nùmb 


teen of township number sixteen and ratige nun 
ber sixteen, including on island in the Alabama 
river, commonly called Manac’s Island, a little be- 
low the mouth of Catoma Creek, and being the 
| reservation to which Samuel Manac,.a-Creek In- 
dian, became entitled: under the treaty: of Fort . 
Jackson, be, and the same are hereby, relinguistied 
to. Charles G. Gunter, his heirs and assigns, and 
a patent shall be ‘issued to the said Charles G. 
Gunter, his heirs, or assigns, for; the same, upon 
the payment to the receiver of. the land office at 
Cahaba, in the State of Alabama, of the minimum 
price per acre of the public lands now subject to 
entry in said State. y 
Approved, August 2, 1854. 


No. 139.—.An Act authorizing the Extension of the 
„Alexandria and Washington Railroad into the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and conferring’ certain. Privi- 
leges on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 
Be i enacted by the Senate and. House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United Staies of America in Congress 

assembled,. That the Alexandria and Washington 

Railroad Company, incorporated by. the Legisla- 

ture of Virginia, on the 27th of February, eigh- 

teen hundred and fifty-four, to constructa railroad 
from Alexandria, in the State of Virginia, to the 

City of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 

be, and are hereby, authorized :to\extend their 

road: from any point on the: Virginia,side ofthe 

‘Potomac river to which: said-road may: be gon- 

structed, at or above the'aqueduct of the Alexan- 

dria canal, into the. District of Columbia;.con- : 
necting .with the Baltimore and Washington 
railroad depot,by the most convenient and prac- 
ticable route or routes, passing through-andalong 
such streets or avenues, except:the Pennsylvania 
avenue of Washington: and. Georgétown, asthe 
corporate authorities thereof may respectively.ap- 
prove, ‘subject to certain conditions. hereinafter 
expressed. - Mogae? wile 

~ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Alex- 

andria and: Washington Railroad Company. are 

| hereby authorized to construct. a- bridge-over: the 
| Potomac river, on, or above, of west. of thé ague- 
duct of the Alexandria Canal Company: Provided, 

Said bridge shall only. be built.on or.over:the piers 

of the aqueduct, with the consent of the Alexan- 

dria Canal, Company: nd provided further, In 
oonstructing said bridge, and crossing the Chesa~ 
peake and Ohio“éanal, said bridge and railroad 
shall be so constructed as not to injure or obstruct 
|. the use or navigation.of the Chesapeake. and Ohio 

‘canal: And provided further, That this,,act,shall 

not prevent Congress from giving like. privileges 

-toany other railroad company. or any other per- 


s00. ee ee a A T a : 
Src. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the Alex- 
andria and. Washington. Railroad: Company are 
| hereby. authorized to establish depots in the cities 
of Washington and. Georgetown, at. such points 
as the corporate authorities thereof. may-respect- 
ively approve, and to lay a railroad track or tracks 
to such point or points..within said. citiesy. and 
| through and along such streets and -avenues,ex- 
cept the Pennsylvania avenue,.of said cities, as 
may be respectively. approved of by the corpo- 
rate authorities of said cities, and to.make all ne- 
cessary turnouts; the said railroad company being 
| subject to such terms, conditions, restrictions, an 
| taxation, and to such rules: and regulations, rela- 
tive to the construction, repairs, and . working of 
their road, within the cities of Washington and 
Georgetown, as the corporate authorities of said 
cities may from time to time resneétively: pre- 
scribe, so far as it.may lay. within their respective 
limits: Provided, No higher rate of taxation shall 


|:be imposed. upon. said railroad. company. than-is 


prescribed by the respective charters of said cities; 
and said railroad company ‘shall keep an- office 


p: 
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“within the: City-of Washington or Georgetown, | 
and shall have power to suéand besued, to make | 
contracts, and to purchase andshold-lands:so far | 
as may- be necessary~for carrying on the opera- 

tionaef the company and the service.of process |: 
eanthe president.or any. director.of said.company 
40 


timore and Ohio Railroad Company be, and itis 
hereby, ‘authorized to construct and extend the |! 


‘Washington branch of said road, according to |) 
„Buch route as may. be most..conivenient, through 
“thessaid Distfict. to ome point, on the Potomac ! 
“Fiver, opposite to or near the City of Alexandria, |; 
“in. Virginia, for the purpose of forming a connec- 


-tion with the said tiver and the lines, of railroads 


a te | 
sunning south, subject. to the provisions of ‘its |} 
i 


present charter; ‘and the said company are hereby 
“authorized to locate, construct, and operate the 
said extension, hereby authorized,.through such | 
parts of the City of Washington, or public reser- | 
vations, as the corporate authorities thereof, or the || 
President of the United States, respectively, may || 
consent to; and also to build a bridge or bridges 
over the eastern branch of the Potomac river, at 
some point above the navy-yard: “Provided, how- j| 
ever, That the same‘shall not obstruct the baviga- | 
"tion thereof. And said company shall have power || 
‘tolocate and establish depots, ‘and erect the neces- 
‘sary. buildings thereon,-and. also: to.-erect -such 
wharves or piers:into-said-river-as-may ‘be neces- | 
sary; provided. the same. shall not obstruct: the 
-navigation: thereof: “Provided, « further, That-the 
-eaid Baltimore and Ohio Railroad: Company: be 


igubject to the same-conditions: and restrictions in |; 
sextending their road through any parts of the City ;, 


.of Washington, asare prescribed for the Alexan- | 
adria and Washington Railroad Company: Pro- 
sgided, however, “That this section shall remain 
-auspended::for-twoyears,‘from the: firat day of 
January, éighteen hundred and: ifty-fives; and-if, 
-atthe end-of thattime, the Alexandria and:“Wash- 
ington Railroad. Company-shall: not have com- 
~pleted.:.a railroad to- Alexandria, and have the 
opemelinigood-ranning:order, in’ pursuance.of: the || 
„requirements of:the:preceding sections ofthis. bill, 
sthen-theBultimore and: Ohio: Railroad Company 
-ghall:have the privilege of extending their road 
~byceither ofthe -routes.-authorized: by «this act: 
And provided further, That if said Baltimore and 

-Ohio Railroad Company shall: not-have-executed 
spo much of the:provisions:of this-actias relates to 
itheip company by the first day of January, eigh- 

tm hundred and fifty-nine, then this act shall be 

void: + j 
Approven, August 3, 1854. 


| 


Company of: Washington..City.. 

Be it enacted: by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives ofthe United States of America in Congress | 
assembled; Fhat George H. ‘Galvert, Gharles B. | 
aCalvert;, Roger C. Weightman ; Philip. Otterback, . 
“John ‘Withers, Richard: H. Stuart; and Joseph 
Bryan, and those whomay hereafter become mem- 
bers of the company hereinafter mentioned, and 
their successors, be, and'they are hereby, created 
sand declared to bea body-politic and corporate, 
¿hy the nameand’style of the National Hotel 
-Company of Washington City; and, by the name | 


Wo. 140.—An. Act to Incorporate the National Hotel 


li 
H 
I 
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i 
| 


vaforesaid, to have perpetual succession, with power į; 


oto sue and-be:sued, and: to make and use a com- | 
“mon seal, and to:make and repeal rules and by- | 
‘lawa‘for the good government ef said company; | 
vand-also-to hold, use, and enjoy, in fee-simple, or | 


for any lesser estate, the lots and parcels of ground i 


sand premises, situated in the City of Washing 


“ton, being Jots eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, i 


«thirteen; and partsoftlots seven’ and fourteen, in ; 
square fourhundred arid:ninety-oneyonthe plat of: 
cgaid. city, upon which are now “erected: the house | 


bor buildiags and appurtenances known and: de- | 


-nominated ie the National Hotel; and also any 
4 additional lots, or parts of lots; adjoining the said 
“property, whielvmay:-be heréafteracquired by said 
scompany,;-and also ‘the improvements, fixtures, 
--eonveniences, and advantages erected on said-lots į 
20 parcelaof ground. appurtenant-thereto.- <- | 


tal stoek of said company shall-be: five hundred 


‘distributed among the parties interested in the said 
, | dotesof ground and premises, in such. manner: as || 
onon the. ghief-clerk.in, attendaacerat.the office of llshall -be: agreed-upon between them; and every | 
the company, shall entitle any, party complaining i person, copaxtnership,-or corporation, who isio 
inst, said company. as authorized | shalbe:a proprietor of-one.or: more shares, Shall, | 
is Of the District of Columbia to || by: virtue thereof, be a member of:said corporation, 
st chartered. companies within its i pand-shall be entitled, at-all- meetings of ‘the stock- 
: 7 : oe |, holders 
EC, 4. And be it further enacted, ‘That the Bal- || purpose, to one vote; in person.or by proxy;.for | 


| ident and six-directors, to be elected by the stock- 
on the first Monday of November, in the year 


| eighteen hundred and fifty-four,.and on the first 
l Monday of November in each succeeding year, or 


| president and. directors shall have power to fill all 


| during. their continuance in office, and to prescribe 


| keep full records, of.theix proceedings, which shall 


| assembled, That Wilhem- J. McBlhiney, E. P, 


-Sec: 2, And-be itfurther enacted, Thatihe capl- 


‘thousand-dollars, to be.divided:into:five thousand 


i 
| 
‘shares of one-hundred dollars each, and shall be 
i 


for the election of officers, or for any other 
every share of the stock so held. 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the affairs | 
of the said company shall be conducted by a pres- 


holders present; or a majority in’ amount thereof, 


within thirty:days thereafter, and shall continue in 
office for oneyear, and until successors are chosen; 
and ‘that the election in November next shall be 
held by the persons named in the first section of 
this act, ora majority of them,and every subse- 
quent election shall be-held by the president and 
directors of said company. | 

Sec. 4. Andbe it further enacted, That the said | 


vacancies which shall occar.in their own. body | 


the evidence of ownership and. mode of transfer: 
of shares of stock in said company; and they. shall 


be. open to the inspection..of the stockholders, at | 
‘all. times, and- shall report at least annually a 
statement of their affairs to the stockholders, and | 
| 


shall declare dividends of the profits on any part | 
thereof, at their discretion, and generally may ex- i 
ercise all the power and privileges of the corpora- 
tion, necessary or proper to promote the objects | 
thereof. | 
Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the shares f 
of. the capital stock of said company. shall. be | 
deemed personal estate, and that.special meetings | 
of the stockholders maybe called by the president | 
1 

| 

| 

| 

| 


and:direçtors, or by any number, not-less than 
„ope third in, amount of shares:of the stockholders, 
at which meeting members present, and.represent- 


i inga majority of. the whole capital.stock „shall: be 


a quorum. for the transaction. of business:.and.the 
stockholders at.such meetings, or at any, general 
| annual. meeting where, such majority, of ‘stock:is | 
represented,shall have full power to alter. or-reneal | 
any by-law.or-cegulation made by the: president | 
and directors, and may make new,rules.and by- 
laws, which shall be-binding on. the.said president 
and directors: Provided, That.tae same be not con- 
| trary to the provisions of this act. ; 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
| in this act contained shall be construed to.exempt 
į the property of said corporation from such taxa- 
i 
H 
F 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


individual.or corporation, is subject to. 

Src. T. And be it further enacted, That nothing 

i in this act contained shall be construed to authorize 
the said company. to. exercise banking privileges, | 
or to,issue any-note in the form of.a bank note, or| 
certificate payable to, bearer.. Pe | 
Sec, 8.. And be. it further enacted, That.each of | 
the:stockholders in the said: National Hotel. Com- 
| pany of Washington City shall be held liable in | 
| his or her individual capacity forall the debts and | 
: liabilities of the suid company, however contracted | 
| or incurred, to be recovered by suit as other debts | 
or liabilities, before the.court or tribunal having | 
| jurisdiction of the case. : 4 i 
«Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it may : 
| be lawful for Congress hereafter to alter, amend, | 
| 

f 


| 

k a . | 
| tion -as. similar property, belonging to: any other | 
i 
| 


‘change, or repeal the foregoing act: 
APPROVED, August 3, 1854. 


No. 141.—.2n Act: for: the Relief of William J. 
MeEthiney, E- P. Matthews, and. Lawrence: Crib- | 
ben. > Fe st dae cant 

_Befit enacted by the Senate and House of -Repre- 

| sentatives of the United Stuies of America in’ Congress 


i 
i 


Matthéws, and Lawrence Cribben, ‘shall be, and | 
i they are hereby, respectively authorized to enter | 
the portions of the southeast fractional quarter of 

‘fractional seétion ten, andthe southwest fractional 


quarter of fractional section eleven, west of the St. 
Charles Commons, in. township forty-six north, 
of range four east, in the district.of Jands subject 
to.sale.at.St. Louis, Missouri, now.in possession 
of each of them, upon producing proof, to the sat- 
isfaction of the land officers. of said district, of the 
extent of their. possessions, respectively, in said 
fractional sections, and paying therefor the mini- 
‘mum price of the public lands; and, upon sach 


| proof, and payment being. mad e,.certificates.and 


patents shall be-issued. therefor, as in other. cases 
of. the sale of. public lands. 
Approvep, August 3, 1854. 


No. 142.—An Act for the Relief of Mrs. Helen 
Mackay, Widow of the late Colonel Æneas Mac- 
kay; Deputy Quartermaster General United States 
„Army. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United:States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the sum of.9ix ihousand five hun- 
dred,.and.thirty-seyen dollars .and mine. cents .be 
-paid to: Mrs. Helen Mackay, out of any money 
in the Treasury.not otherwise appropriated, the 
same being allowance of commissions for dis- 
bursements of special appropriations -by:her late 
husband, Colonel Æneas Mackay, prior..to..the 
thirtieth September, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-eight. ce. ae 

Arprroven, August’3, 1854, 


No. 143.-—4n Act forthe Relief of Sylvanus, Culver. 
-Be it enacted: by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the. United:States of America in Congress 
assembled, That a land warrant forone hundred 
and twenty acres shall be issued to Sylvanus Cul- 
ver, the only surviving heir of John Pearson, 
deceased, in lieuof aland warrant forone hundred 
acres, issued on-thenineteenth day of April, eigh- 
teen hundred. and six, to Samuel Pearson, in trust 
for himselfiand the other heirs of John Pearson, 
deceased, who was a private in the New York 
continental line, and which. warrant has been. lost 
or destroyed. 
sApproven; August 3, 1854. 


Be it enacted by thé Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United: States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the petition of Daniel Steenrod, 
with the accompanying documents and: deposi- 
tions; be referred to the. Secretary..of. War, who 
is-hereby authorized: to ascertain.what is justly 
and equitably. dne the-said. petitioner thereon, and 
to. pay: such sum.as.may. be found due, out of any 
„money; in the’F reasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approven, August-3, 1854. ; 
No..145.—An Act for the Relief of Jonas .P.. Levy 

and José Maria Jarrero. i 

Be it enacted by the ‘Senate ond House: of Repre- 
sentatives of the-United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That thevaccounting. officers caf. the 
Treasury be, and they-are-hereby, authorized and 
-yequired:to.examine,.adjust, and settle the claims 
of Jonas.P: Levy and José. Maria,Jarrero, for 
indemnity against. the Government of. Mexico, 
and: which claims were presented to the late Board 


i| of, Commissioners on the claims. against Mexico, 


and which were rejected by said Board of Com- 

missioners, and the amounts found.to be respect- 

ively due to the said Jonas P. Levy and José 

Maria Jarrero, the Secretary of the, Treasury.is 

to cause to be paid to them, out.of any money in 

the. Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
Aprproven, August 3, 1854. 


No, 146.—An Act for the Relief of W.D. Porter, of 
f the United States. Navy. i 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatines of the United Statesof America in Congress 

| assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and 

heis hereby, authorized and directed, to cause the 


‘accounts of W. D..Porter, a lieutenant in the 


Navy of the United. States, for moneys actually 
expended. by him in defraying’ the expenses of 
bringing Amin Bey and suite to the United States, 
hin conformity: with the request of the Fion. George 
Pi Marsh, the’Minister of the United’ ‘States*at 
Constantinople; to be audited, and to draw his 
| warrant upon the Treasury of the United States 
for any sum not exceeding two thousand ‘and 
twenty-four dollars and thirty-two cents, which 


No. 144.—An Act for the Relief of Daniel Steenrod. 


1864, 


may be found dueto thesaid-Porter; whic shall | 
-be paid fromthe Treasury; outiof any:monéysnot 


other wise.appropriated. ;-- 
n Approved, August3,/1854, 


No. 147,—-An.Alet for the: Relief-of John: Me Fea and 
i John: Fo MeKneely, of- Louisiana. ngs 
Beit enacted ‘by 'the Senate: and “House of Repré- 

sentatives of the United Statésiof América in: Congress 

assembled,’ Phat upon the return ‘to the land-office 
vat Greensburg, Louisiana, of plats-of surveys, 
duly approved by: the surveyor general, of-town- 
ship threé south. of range one-west, and township 

‘théee south of range one east; it’shall and may 

be-lawful'for John! McVea: and John FMs- 

Kneely to enter, at one dollar and twenty-five 

cents per acre, the-one- thousand -acré« tract: or 

parcel of land which they-have long held in pos- 
session and cultivation, and-which -is represented 
as covering parts, of sections one; two,-elevén,and 
twelve; in township. three south, of range one 

-west; and. parts of sections. six, seven, thirteen, 

and eighteen, of township three: south,-of: range 

one east, in the Greensburg-land:-district, Louis- 
iana: Provided, That.the: entry shall be made -of 

‘the. quantity, aforesaid, aecording-to the legal-sub- 

divisions. of. the- public Jands, and: shall: embrace 
the. quantity aforesaid .and-the land, actually culti- 

-vated and.inclosed by-them, as near as may be: 

ind provided, further, : That. the entry.or entries’ 

made; under:the provisions of this act shall not be 

to the prejudice of.any valid adverse rights, if any 

such exist, to any part of the land aforesaid. 
Aprrovep, August 3, 1854. 


No. .148..4n Act forthe Relief of ‘Charlotte S. 
“Westcott, : 
Be it enacted by ihe. Senate:and: House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of Americain.Cangress 


assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior-be, || 


“and he is hereby, directed. to place the naime of 
‘the said Charlotte S. Westcott upon the. pension 
Tolls, and-cause to be paid to herthe sum of twenty 
dollars per, month, for the term: of ten-years, com- 
mencing on the first day of January, :eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four: Provided, :‘That,incease of 
the marriage or death-of-the said Charlotte S. 
Westcott, the: pension hereby. granted shail. be 
paid to her two children, or the survivor of them. 
_AXrRrOvED, August 3, 1854. 


No. 149.—An Act for ‘the Relief of William H. 
RS "Weiricke TT x 

Be it enacted by the Senate and. [louse of. Repre- 
-sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That:the.Secretary of War.be;.and.he 
ds hereby, directed to pay to William H. Weirick, 
late a second lieutenant in-company G, of Colonel 
J. D. Stevenson’s regiment of New York.volun- 
teers, out of any money in the Treasury. not 
otherwise. appropriated, the, sum of five hundred 
and seventy-six dollars and twenty-six cents, the 
amount of mileage from California to. New York, 
and. wo. months’. pay,as.paid to the other officers 
and.soldiers of said regiment. . 
_Approyep, August 3, 1854. _ 


~ No. 150.—An Act for. the Retief of John Frink: 

~: Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United: States of America in Congress 
‘assembled, That the Postmaster General be, ‘and 
~he‘is hereby, authorized and ‘directed to pay''to 
‘John Frink, ott of any money appropriated for 
mail transportation; the sum of seven’ hundred 
and fifty dollars; the amiount‘of two fines—one in 
the third andthe other im the fourth quarter of 
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine—wrongfully im- | 
‘posed on‘said Frink, and deducted‘ from his. pay, 
‘for carrying the mail on route number two'thou- 
sand eight hundred and eleven, ‘from Joliet to 
‘Danville, [Minois, in said year. ` 

-Approven, August'3, 1054. 


(No. 151.—.4n Act for the Relief of Mary H. 
` i Cushing, 0 0 . 
Be it enacted. by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives ofthe. United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary, of the Interior be, 
and is hereby, authorized and, required.to issue to | 
Mary H. Cushing, daughter of John Wainright | 
Cushing, deceased, a soldier of the. war of eigh- 
teen hundred and twelve, a warrant for so much 


| America in and to square numbered-four hundred 


|| from the twenty-sixth day of July, eighteen hun- 


|: Approven,; August 3, 1854. 


ithe roll of invalid pensioners, at the-rate of eight | 
| dollars per month, to commence on the first-day |: 


ji 


:MHitery bounty. land asthe said JohncWainnight | 

Cushing would-be entided -to. receive .wereshe 

now living... aaen eu f aa, aN 
“APPROVED, August 34854. 


igerly p Widow: of David Beggerly, deceased. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States tf America tn Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is 
“hereby authorizedsand requifed:to place the name 
of Rebecca Baggérly, of Liacoln.county, Tennes- 
see, widow ofDayid Bageerly, deceased, who was 
-a,soldier.and-.private of. the. Maryland line in the 
war. of the-Reyolution, on the. pension roll under 
the actsof.July seven, eighteen, hundred-and thirty- 
eight, March third, eighteen hundred and: forty- 
three, June . seventeenth, eighteen bundred..and | 


hundred.and forty-eight, at the.rate of tweuty: dol- 

lars. per annum, the same.to be paid,.as other 

pensions have been paid, in.pursuance of.the pro- 

visions of the aforesaid acts. a ko, 
Approyep, August 3, 1854. 


No. 153.—AnAet for the Relief of George Mattingly.: 
Beit enacted by-the Senate and House of. Repre-' 
sentatives of the. United States of Americain Congress 
cassembled, That the Commissioner of Pablic Build- 
ings: be; and. he-hereby is, authorized to convey-to.| 
George Mattingly and his. heirs, all -the -right, 
title, interest, and estate of the United: -States-of 


and ninety-five on-the plat of the City of- Wash- | 
ington: Provided, The said Mattingly, or his heirs, 
‘shall. first. produce. to, the said Commissioner-of 
Publie: Buildings a certificate of the Seoretary, of 
the Treasury‘that he has. paid to him; for the: Uni- 
-ted States, the:sum of three -hundred-and-eighty- 
seven dollarsand eleven cents; withinterest thereon: 


-dred-and forty-four. 
APPROVED; August 3, 1854. 


No. 1564.—An Act for the: Retief of Joseph McMinn. 

“Beit enacted by the Senate and House of:Repre- 
-sentatives of the United States of America av Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary - of :theInterior be 
‘dastructed: to- place the name of. Joseph MeMinn 
“wpon‘the pension roll, and to pay him atthe rate 
of four dollars. per month during ‘his:natural life, 
commencing the pension fromthe first day of Jan- 
uary, eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

A pproven, August 3, 1854. ; 


No, 155.—An Aet for- the: Relief of Jesse R. Faulk- 
ner, of Missouri. 

Be it enacted by:the Senate and House of: Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be,‘ 
‘and heis hereby, required to place the naine ofthe 
said Jesse Ri Faulkner upon the pension rolls, i 
and cause to be.paid to him the sum ofeight dôl- | 

| lars per month for and daring-the -term -of-hi | 
natural life, commencing January first, eightee 
hundred and fifty-four. ae TE UY 


| No. 156.—An Act for the Relief of Henry N. Hal- | 
sted. i 

|- „Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
| sentatives-ofithe Uniied States of Americain Congress ; 
„assembled, That.the: Secretary. of W-ar be directed | 
and.required to-place-the name of Henry, N. Hal- 

sted, of. New. York, on:the roll. of invalid. pen- 


sioners, and that he be-paid.a-peasion at the rate | 


of four dollars per. month, from the.first. day of i 


January, eighteen. hundred and forty-five, and to || 


continue during his natural life. 
< APPROVED, August 3, 1854. 


No. 157.—4a Act for the Relief of James Walsh. | 
Be it enacted by the-Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United. States.of America in Congress | 


| 


oe 


No. 152.—i8n Act for the Relief. of Rebecca Beg- | 


F ofthe State? 
prolis ‘ofthe United 


-Tenry. J aS 
jj Yorks upon:theilist:of:invalid- péwsions:of:the 


Nozi 


[lars per month 

‘January,’ 

tinue durire® 

APPROVED; ` , 4. ree 

No. 159.—n Act forthe Relief of Henty Ji’ Snow, 
of Rome, in thé State of New York. 

Be. tt enacted.dy ‘the Senateand Hotse i : 


sentatives ofthe United Stutes of America 


: | assembled, “Fhat* the Secre he Iriteri 
forty-four, and .of July twenty-ninth, eighteen || assembled, Phat the ‘Secretary of the Interior be, 


and‘he'is~hereby, directed to place the’ name. of 
now, of Reme,in the State ofsNew 


United States, at -thé-rate of eight dollaraper 
month; to commence-on the firstdayiof January, 
one thousandeight-hundredsand fiftyfou &'to 
continueduring:his.life. ae Rie Ay or as 

Approven; August 3, 1854; : © 


‘No. 160.4 Actto provide á Pension for James 
g ` KE Weleh. 

‘Beit enacted by the Senate and‘ House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in’ Congress 

‘assembled, That James Ki Weleh, of “Balto 


| Albro Tripp upon. the invalid 
| rate of ten dollars per: month, 
| of four dollars per month, to which he is entitled 
junder the law of Congress approved. May four, 


| the first day of December, ei 


‘| roll of invalid pensions of the 


assembled,. That: the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and heis. hereby,.directed to place.the name of4 
James~Waalsh, of the District -of Columbia, upon |i 


of January, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and | 
to continue during his natural life. : I 
APPROVED, August 3, 1854.. { 


county, New York, ‘who’ lost his- eyesight while 
inthe service of the Unifed’ States, in ‘the line òf 


|| his duty; be placed upon'the pension. roll at eight 
ii dollars per month, from ‘the’ 


3 fst day of Janu- 
lary, eighteen hundred ‘and fifty:four,. to continue 


| during his natural life. 
Approyven, August:3, 1854. 


No, 161.—An Act for the further , P ofa 
“Be if enacted, by the Senate and Hause of Rep 
sentatives of ihe United Stades oF Auten in bongs 
-assembled, That .the Secretary.of. the. Interior be, 
and heis hereby, directed to place. the ;name.of 

ion roll, at, the 
ieu Of the sum 


eighteen. hundred and fifty-two, to -commenée on 
ehteen hundred,and 
“fifty-one, to continue during’ his, natural life; the 
sum hè has réceived under said, act of: May’ four, 
eighteen hundred ‘and fifty-two, to, ~be"déducted 
therefrom. Lae 

Suc: 2. And be it further enacted, That said act, 
approved May fout; eighteen hundred and fifty- 
two, entitled t An’ act ‘for ‘the relief of Albro 
“Tripp,” is hereby ‘repealed.’ = ee 
“Approven, August 3,1854. 


No. 162.—An Act for the Relief of Benjaiiia Tam- 
mond, of the State of New York. 

Be it enacted by the: Senate and House of -Repre- 
sentatives of the United States.of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior, be, 
‘and he is hereby, directed’ to pine Benjamin 
Hamniond, of the State of NewYork, upon the 
‘nited States, atthe 
; 10. Commence 


rate of-eight dollars per month 


|! the first day of January, in:the year ‘die’ thoù- 


sand eight hundred and fifty-four, avid'to continue 
during his hatuial life.’ pori eg s 
‘<Approven, August 3, 1854. ` 


| No. 163.—An Act for the Relief of the Civil Town- 
ship of Marion, in the County of Mercer, Qhios - 
“Be it enacted by ihe Senate and, House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Américain Congress 
assembled, That the trustees of the civil township 
of Marion, inthe county of: Mercer, and State of 
Ohio, be, and they are hereby, authorized to sê- 
lect, out'of the unsold lands-of the United States, 
in saidState, one section of land for school’ pùr- 
poses, in lieu of section sixteen, to whieh said 
township is entitled by acts of Congress; and 
when the said trustees shall have sélected said vée~ 
tion of land, they shall notify the-register of the 
land office of the district ia which said lands lie, 
and thésame shall: be reserved “for sate, and’ set 
apart for-the.use of schools dn said township: 
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Provided, That'said sélection and. notification be | 
made within twelve months from: the passage of | 
“this act: Mind provided further,. That said selection 
shall be made of legal subdivisions of the public 


“Janda, and in.quantities of not less than one hun- |: 


dred and.sixty acres. oe 
See. 2. And be it further enacted, That the title 
_to the’said lands, when so selected and set apart, 
shall vest.in the State of Ohio, for the use of com- 
‘mon schools in.said township, and shall be sub- 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and is hereby, required to place the name of Jon- 
athan Pearce, of Muskingum county, Ohio, upon 
the pension rolls, and cause to be paid to him the 
sum of eight dollars per month, so long as he 
shall live, commencing January first, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two. 
Approven, August 4, 1854. 


ject to the same disposition and uses that the sec- 
tions sixteen in the said State have been made, by 
the various acts of Congress affecting the same. | 
so, APPROVED, August:3, 1854. 


No. 164.—din Act granting the Right of Way over, 
and Depot. Grounds on, the Military Reserve at 
Fort Gratiot, in the State of Michigan, to the Port 
Huroniand Lake Michigan Railroad Company. 
“Berit enacted by the. Senate and House of- Repre- 

sentatives. of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the President of the United States | 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to grant to the 


‘Port Huron and Lake Michigan Railroad Com- |: 


pany the right of way upon lands reserved for 


military purposes at Fort Gratiot, in the State of |! 


Michigan, and also the right to take and use other 
land belonging to the United States at the same 
place for necessary depots: Provided, That he 
_ shall be of opinion that the said grants will.not 
_be detrimental to the public interests, and that the 
‘company pay into the Treasury of the United 
‘States the appraised value of the premises re- 


“quired for the depots and other necessary build- 


ings, to be determined by auch officer or officers |i 


of the Engineer Corps, or such other person or 
persons as the Department may designate for that 
purpose: And provided further, That the location 
and width of the roadway, and the location and 
boundaries of the depot grounds, and also the 
conditions on which they are to be possessed and 


improved, shall be determined under the author- |; 


ity and with the approval of the President: And | 
povided further, That ifthe said railroad and de- 
pots shall not be completed within ten years, or if 
¿at any time after completion, the use of the said 
“‘yailroad or depots be discontinued or abandoned, 
the said grant shall cease and determine. f 
` Approven, August 3, 1854. 


‘No. 165.—.4n Act to change the Name of the Ameri- 
` ean-biili brig Glamorgan, to that of Wizard. 

Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the owner of the brig Glamorgan, 
of Boston, be, and he hereby is, authorized to 


change her name to that of Wizard; and the Sec- || 


retary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 


| 
| 

issue to her a register under that name, she having f 
i 


been condemned and sold by the United States 
authorities for having been employed in the slave 
trade, and having been purchased since said COR- 
demnation by her. present owner. 

`| Approven, August 4, 1854. 


No: 166.—An Act for the Relief of Jacob Baker, of 
Sandusky City, Ohio. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


“sentatives of the United States of America in Congress || 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is |, 


hereby required to place the name of Jacob Baker, 
‘of Sandusky City, Ohio, upon the pension roll, 


i 


and. cause to be paid to him the sum of eight |: 


dollars per month, for and during his natural life, 


commencing June twenty-seven, eighteen hun- ii 
dred and fifty-four. : l! 


Aprrovep, August 4, 1854. iia. : : ese 
a 2 AUB i iak | disbursements as disbursing officer of the quar- 


| 


No. 169.—An Act for the Relief of David C. Cash 
and Giles U. Ellis. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 


|| assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
f and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay, |; 


‘out of any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise 
‘appropriated, to David ©. Cash, late lieutenant, 
| and Giles U. Ellis, private, in the Seminole war 
in Florida, whatever may be due them on the 
muster-rolls, for military services in said war. 
Approven, August 4, 1854. 


| No. 170.—An Act for the Relief of Thomas C. 
Green. 

Whereas, It satisfactorily appears that a bounty- 
land patent was issued on the twenty-ninth of No- 
! vember, onethousand eight hundred and seventeen, 
on militia land warrant number nine thousand nine 
hundred and forty-two, to Charles Mullin, for the 
southwest quarter of section thirty-six in township 
eleven north, of range three west, in the military 
tract, Illinois; and on the twenty-second of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, a pat- 
ent for the same tract was.issued in error to the 
heirs. of Benjamin Knapp, on warrant 
| eight thousand nine hundred and thirteen, Knapp’s 
| warrant having been located on the southeast 
i quarter of said section, and said quarter-section so 
| located conveyed to one Thomas C. Green by 
| said Knapp’s heirs: Therefore— 

Be it enacted by the Senute and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That the Commissioner of the General 
! Land Office be, and he is hereby, required to issue 
a patent to Thomas C. Green for the southeast 
| quarter section above named; and that said patent 
| recite the fact that the former one was filled out 
| erroneously for the southwest quarter, and has 
| been lost, and therefore a new patent has been 
issued to the grantee of said Knapp’s heirs. 
Aprroven,. August 4, 1854. : 


pea 


| 
| 

li No. 171.—An Act for the Relief of Patrick Gass. 
i Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 


| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper officers of the Govern- 
| ment be, and they are hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to issue to Patrick Gassa warrant for three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, which warrant 
may, at the option of the said Gass or his as- 
signee, be located on any public lands of the Uni- 
| ted States subject to private entry. 

Approvep, August 4, 1854. 


i 

| 

| No. 172.—An Act authorizing the Secretary of the 

| Treasury to settle-the Accounts: of. Thomas Jor- 
dan, Assistant Quartermaster in the United States 

po Army. : 

| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 

afid he is hereby, authorized to audit and settle, 

upon the principles of equity and justice, the ac- 

counts of Thomas Jordan, assistant quartermas- 

i ter in the United States Army, arising out of his 


i 
H 


į 
No: 167. An Act for the Relief of J. O. Buckles, |; termaster department at the city of Vera Cruz, 


of Louisville, Kentucky. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congres 
assembled, That the Postmaster General be, and he | 
is hereby, authorized and directed to pay to J. 
C. Buckles, of Louisville, Kentucky, out of any | 
moneys appropriated, or that may hereafter be | 
appropriated, for the transportation of the mails, 
the sum of three thousand and six dollars. | 

Approvep, August 4, 1854. | 


| 


No. 168.—4n Act for the Relief of Jonathan Pearce. 
:; -Be it enacted by the Senate and -House of Repre- I 


| dred and forty-seven, to the first of August, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-eight. 
Approven, August 4, 1854. - 


| No. 1713.—An Act for the Relief of the Legal Rep- 


f resentatives of John Rice Jones, deceased. 
| 


| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the legal representatives of John 
| Rice Jones, deceased, be, and they are hereby, 
+ authorized to locate, in legal divisions and subdi- 

visions, not less than one hundred and sixty 
J acres, an area of three thousand four hundred and 


number | 


! Mexico, from the tenth of August, eighteen hun- | 


eighty-five acres, on any of the public lands which 
i shall have been offered at public sale, and may be 
i subject to private entry: Provided, That the loca- 
tion under this act shall be taken and held as in 
fall satisfaction of the claims of said Jones, which 
are entered as numbers twelve hundred and eigh- 
ty-five and twelve hundred and eighty-six, in 
the report dated January fourth, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirteen, of the Kaskaskia commis- 
| sioners; and, ona proper rejurn being made to 
the General Land Office, from the district land 
office, of a location in conformity to this act, a 
| patent shallissue: Provided always, That no Ipea- 
; tion shail be made upon mineral land or lands 
‘reserved for the use of schools, or for military 
| purposes. i 

Appnoven, August 4, 1854. 


No. 174.—An Act for the Relief of Rosalie Carillo. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That, upon the relinquishment by Ro- 
galie Caxillo and her children, (being the widow 
and heirs of José Caxillo, late of Mississippi,) of 
| their right, title, and interest in and to a certain 
| quarter section of land granted by Congress to the 
| said José Caxillo, for his relief and indemnity, it 
shall be the duty of the proper officers of the Gov- 
ernment to issue to the said Rosalie a warrant for 
one quarter section of land, to be located on any 
land belonging to the Government, subject to pri- 
vate entry, in the Augusta land district of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Approven, August 4, 1854. 


No. 175.—An Act for the Relief of Ira Call, of Hu- 
ron County, Ohio. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he hereby is, directed to place the name of 
Ira Call, of Huron, Ohio, on the list of invalid 
| pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
| from the first day of March, eighteen hundred and 
i fifty-four. s 
Arrrovep, August 4, 1854. 


No. 176.—An Act to Incorporate the Pioneer Man- 
ufacturing Company of Georgetown, D. C. Sa 

Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, That Thomas Wilson, Evan Lyons, 
' Esau Pickrell, and Thomas Brown, their associ- 
ates, successors, and assigns, be, and they ‘are 
hereby, made and constituted a body-corporate 
i and politic, by the name of “The Pioneer Man- 
| ufacturing Company of Georgetown, D, C., to 
i be established at Georgetown, in the District of 
| Columbia, and as such shall have succession, and 
i may sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, 
| in any court of law or equity, and may have and 
! use a common seal, and the same may change and 
i alter at pleasure, and shall ‘have, and may exer- 
| cise all the powers, rights, and privileges'which 
| are incident to a corporation, except ‘as restricted 
| by this act, and which ‘are necessary and proper 
i for manufacturing cotton, woolen, or silk goods 
| or fabrics.of various descriptions, and vending the 
| same, and for making and constructing all machin- 
‘ery which may be necessary for the purposes 
: aforesaid; and may purchase, have, hold, use, and 
i enjoy such a quantity of land as may be sufficient 
for prosecuting the business aforesaid, to erect 
| thereon such buildings and improvements as may 
be necessary for the purposes aforesaid, and to 
sell and dispose of the same at pleasure. : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That the cap- 
| ital stock or property already contributed by the 
|: parties hereby incorporated, and their associates, 
| shall be divided into shares of one hundred. dol- 
lars each, to be distributed amongst the said par- 
' ties and their associates, in proportion to their 
| respective interests; and the capital stock of the 
; corporation may be increased, from time to time, 
i'in such manner as the stockholders, iñ general 
| meeting, may direct, so that the entire capital 
| stock, at any one time, shall not exceed two. hun- 
| dred thousand dollars; and the said ‘shares’ shall 
i be deemed and taken as personal estate, and ‘shall 
| be transferable only on the books of the corpora- 
| tion, and in such manneras may be prescribed by 
i the by-laws thereof; and the owner of one or more 
| such shares shall, in virtue thereof, be entitled at 
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all elections, and in all meetings of the stockhold- 
ers, to one vote for each and every share which 
may be owned by him, which said vote may be 
given in person or by proxy, in such manner as 
the by-laws may direct. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the man- 
agement of the business and concerns of said cor- 
poration, subject, nevertheless, to such restraint 
and qualifications as may be prescribed by the by- 
laws or other votes of the stockholders adopted 
in general meeting, shall be vested in a board to 
consist of a president and six directors, who shall 
be elected by ballot, and shall be stockholders at 
the time of their election; and they, or a majority 
of them, shall be a quorum for the transaction of 
business: that the first board shall be elected 
within six months after the passage of this act; 
and the subsequent elections shall be made an- 
nually thereafter, on the first Monday in May, 
at a general meeting of the stockholders, to be 
convened for the purpose at such time and place; 
and after such notice as may be fixed by the by- 
laws of the corporation, or by the president and 
directors in conformity therewith; but if an elec- 
tion shall not.be made on the day appointed for 
the purpose, it may be made at any time there- 
after; and the president and directors, for the time 
being, shall hold and exercise their offices until a |! 
new election shall be made; and in case of a va- 
cancy in the office of president or director, the 
remaining members of the board shall choose a 
president or director, as the case may be, to serve 
until the next annual election. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That a general 
meeting of the stockho!ders shall be called by the 
president and directors as often as they may deem 
expedient, or as the stockholders by their by-laws 
or other votes may direct, and may likewise be 
called by any number of stockholders owning not 
less than one fourth part of the capital stock; and 
at least five days’ notice of the time and place of 
such meeting shall be given to each stockholder 
personally, or by advertisement, to be inserted in 
a newspaper published daiiy in the City of Wash- 
ington; and in any meeting of stockholders for 
the transaction of any business, the owners of the 
major part of the capital stock present, by person 
or by proxy, shall form a quorum; and every such 
meeting shall have full power and authority to 
provide by ordinary by-laws, or by other vote, 
for transacting the business of the corporation, 
which by-laws or vote, whilst in force, shall be | 
binding on the president and directors. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
herein contained shail be construed to confer bank- 
ing privileges on the said corporation, or the power 
of issuing bank notes, or notes in the nature of 
bank notes, or paper intended to circulate as bank 
notes or currency: Provided, That nothing in this 
act contained shall be so construed as to prevent 
the Congress of the United States from altering 
or repealing the same whenever the public good 
requires it: And provided further, That the stock- | 
holders, individually and collectively, shall be 
responsible for all the acts done, and obligations 
incurred by the corporation created by this act. 

Aprrovenp, August 4, 1854. 


No. 177.— An Act for the Retief of Thomas Bro- | 
naught, and for the repeal of’ the “Act to aid the | 
Territory of Minnesota in the Construction of a 
Railroad therein,” approved the twenty-ninth June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is 
hereby directed to increase the pension of Thomas i 
Bronaugh, who is now on the rolls at four dollars, 
to the rate of eight dollars per month, to commence 
January first, eighteen hundred and fifty-four. | 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That the bill | 
entitled “ An act to aid the Territory of Minnesota | 
in the construction of a railroad therein,’? which | 
passed the House of Representatives on thetwen- | 
tieth day of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, |! 
and which was approved by the President of the || 
United States on the twenty-ninth day of June, | 
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| dred and twelve, be placed upon the roll of invalid 


| vice of the United States, in the year eighteen 


|| to be judged of by him, thatthe said A. S. Laugh- 
|i ery servered [served] as a clerk in the commis- 


eighteen hundred and fifty-four, be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed. š 
Approvep, August 4, 1854. 


No. 178.—An Act to provide a Pension for Captain 
Thomas Porter. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That Captain Thomas Porter, a deputy 
quartermaster general in the war of eighteen hun- 


pensioners, at twenty dollars per month, com- 
mencing on the second day of March, Anno 
Domini eighteen hundred and thirty-one, deduct- 
ing from said amount such sum or sums as have 
heretofore been allowed and paid to him as pen- 
sion money. 

Arrroven, August 5, 1854. 


No. 179.—An Act for the Relief of Julia Aiken. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is | 
hereby instructed to pay to Julia Aiken, the only 
child of William Yool, who died in the naval ser- 


hundred and one, on her sole ahd separate receipt, 

and for her sele use and control, the amount of 

pension she would have been entitled to receive 

under the provisions of the act of March third, | 

eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, if her claim 

had been allowed while that act was in force. 
Approven, August 5, 1854. 


No. 180.—An Act for the Relief of Thomas Ap | 
Catesby Jones, surety for a former Postmaster at 
Norfolk, Virginia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That a certain judgment rendered, in 
the year eighteen hundred and forty-two, against 
Thomas Ap Catesby Jones and Duncan Robert- 
son, as sureties for Walter F. Jones, formerly 
postmaster at Norfolk, in the State of Virginia, 
for the sum of four thousand three hundred and 
eighty-seven dollars and nine cents, it being on 
account of the defalcation of said postmaster, as 
such, be, and the same is hereby, declared satisfied, 
in so far as the said sureties, or either of them, 
are liable thereon. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum | 
of two thousand five hundred dollars, heretofore i 
by said Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, through his 
agent, paid on said judgment, be, and the same is | 
hereby, ordered to be refunded to said Jones, out 
of any moneys in the Treasury of the United 
States not otherwise appropriated. 

Approven, August 5, 1854. 

i} 


No. 181.—An Act sor the Relief of A. S. Laughery. | 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That upon its being made to appear to | 
the Commissioner of Pensions by sufficient proof, 


sary department of the United States Army in 
Mexico during the late war with that nation, it 
shali be the duty of the Commissioner of Pensions 
to issue to the said A.S. Laughery « land war- 
rant for such an amount of acres (according to the 
time of the service proven) as he would have heen | 
entitled to under existing laws if he had served the | 
same time in the Army of the United States in said | 
war. 

Approvep, August 5, 1854. 


No. 182.—.4n Act for the Relief of the Legal Repre- | 
sentatives of Charles Pavie. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 


assembled, That the Commissioner of the General | 
Land Office be, avd he is hereby, authorized and 


required to correct the error in the description of Í 
the claim for land by Charles Pavie (number i) 


thirty-seven) in the report of the register and rë- 
ceiver of the land office at Ouachita, Louisiana, 
dated July twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred: and 
thirty-seven, and confirmed by the act entitled 
“ An act confirming certain land claims in Louis- 
iana,”’ approved July sixth, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, and to have the same located on the 
south or right side of Red river’ descending, not 
exceeding the quantity claimed and confirmed aa 
aforesaid: Provided, That this ia only to operate 
as a quitclaim on the part of the United States. 
Approve, August 5, 1854. 


No. 183.—.4n Act for the Retief of the Heirs of Cap- 
tain Matthew Jack, deceased. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and heis hereby, authorized and required to pay 
to Samuel Jack, for himself and the other heirs of. 
Mathew Jack, deceased, late a captain in the Penn- 
sylvania line in the continental establishment of 
the war ofthe Revolution, one year’s extra pay of 
a captain in such service, as promised ‘by the re- 
solves of Congress, to be paid out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
APPROVED, August 5, 1854, 


ernie 


of Repre-- 
Congress 


No. 184.—.An Act for the Relief of the Legal Heirs 
of Benjamin Metoyer. ` 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-~ 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That Benjamin Metoyer, of Natchito- 
ches parish, of Louisiana, be authorized to enter 
for himself and the other heirs of Benjamin 
Metoyer, deceased, [as] near as may be by'legal 
subdivisions, one hundred and twenty-three and 
twelve one hundredths acres of land, out of any 
public lands belonging to the United States. © 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Com- 
missioner of the Land Office be authorized to issue 
to the said heirs and legal representatives, patents 
for the lands heretofore confirmed to them, or those 
under whom they claim by acts of Congress. 

Approven, August 5, 1854. 


No. 185.—.4n Act for the Relief of James Capen. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed to place the name of James Capen on the 
pension roll, and that the said Capen be entitled 
to receive the sum of eight dollars per month 
during his natural life, to commence on the fourth 
day of March, eighteen hundred and fifty-one. 
Approven, August 5, 1854. 


No. 186.—An Act for the. Relief of Lloyd Dorsey 
and others. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Lloyd Dorsey, of the county of 
St. Charles, and State of Missouri, be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to enter at the proper land 
office in said State, at the minimum price of the 
public lands, the southeast fractional quarter of 
section twenty-two, township forty-six, range 
four east, containing one hundred and forty-two 
and eighty-nine one hundredth acres; and that he 
is hereby authorized to enter, for the use and ben- 
efit of the heirs of George Pitzer, deceased, the 
southwest fractional quarter of section twenty- 
two, township forty-six, range four east,contain- 
ing one hundred and four acres, and the north- 
east fractional quarter of section twenty-seven, 
township forty-six, range four east, containing 
forty-six acres: Provided, That nothing in this 
act contained shall prejudice the rights of any 
person or persons having any legal or equitable 
claim to the lands herein mentioned, or any part 
thereof. 

Approven, August 5, 1854, 


No. 187.—.4n Act for the Relief of William Curran. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
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assembled, That the assignment, bearing date the 
twenty-fifth day of April, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-one, from ‘Thomas Myers to William Curran, 
of bounty: land warrant number four hundred 
and seven, for one hundred and sixty acres of 
land, dated the seventh day of February, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-one, and issued to Thomas 

Myers, private and corporal in Captain Skinner’s 

company, Colonel Mils regiment, New York 

volunteers, war of eighteen hundred and twelve, 
be, and the same is hereby, confirmed and de- 

‘glared. effectual to transfer the said land warrant 

to the said William Curran, and to vest in him 

the title thereto from the date of said assignments 

and this act shall be deemed and taken tobe good 

and sufficient evidence of said assignment having 

been duly made in all courts and places whatever. 
Approven, August 5, 1854. 

No. 188.—.4n Act for the Relief of Robert F. 
McGuire and Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Lamy. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That Robert F. McGuire, and Louisa 

McGuire, his wife, late Louisa Lamy, be, and 

they are hereby, confirmed in their title to a cer- 

tain tract of land, in the State of Louisiana, con- 
taining four hundred arpents, situate in and being 
apart of the * Baron de Bastrop Grant,” being the 
gamé tract to which the said McGuire and wife 

derived their title from the conveyance of A. 

Morehous, dated seventeenth April, eighteen hun- 

dred and nine: Provided, That this act shall be 

considered only as a yelinquishment of title on 

the part of the United States to the said tract, 

and not prejudice the rights of third persons. 
Arproven, August 5, 1854. 


No. 189.—An Act for the Relief of Warren Ray- 
i mond. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to place the name of 


Warren Raymond, of the State of New York, 


npon the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of 
four dollars per month, to commence on the first 
day of January, Anno Domini, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-three, and to continue during his natural 
life. 

Approven, August 5, 1854. 


No. 190.—4n Act for the Retief of John S. King, of 


Virginia. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 


assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 


and he is hereby, required to place the name of 


the said John S; King upon the pension roll, and 


cause to be paid to him the sum of eight dollars 
per month, for and during his natural life, com- 


mencing January first, A. D. one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-three, 
Approven, August 5, 1854. 


No. 191.—An Act for the Relief of Henry Lewis and 


Moses Petel, Clinton County, Indiana. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Llenry Lewis, of Clinton county, 
Indiana, and Moses Petet, of Park county, Indi- 
ana, be, and they are hereby, each authorized to 
enter, free of cost, except the fees to the land 


officers, forty acres of land, out of any lands sub- 
land office in the |} 


ject to private entry, at any 
United States, or the Territories thereof, in fall 
. ae * 7 $ ? rs 
of their respective claims for money paid Charles 
Tyler, register of theland office at Crawfordsville, 
Indiana, in the month of January, Anno Domini 
’ Y3 


eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, the amount ji 


thereof being fifty dollars each. 
Approyep, August 5, 1854. 


No. 192.—in Act for the Relief of the Legal Repre- 
sentatives of George Me Girk. . 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 


sentatives of the United Siates of America in Congress | 


assembled, That the legal representatives of George 
McGirk be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
enter, without payment, one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, in any land office in the State of 
Missouri, in lieu of a tract of land claimed by 


August, 


them in said State, viz: the northwest quarter of 
section one, in township forty-eight, of range 
seventeen, (west of the fifth principal meridian 
line, and being sarvey number two thousand five 
hundred and forty-four;) for which land, so en- 
tered by them, the register of the land office shall 
issue the necessary certificate, on payment of the 
fee therefor, on return of which said certificate to 
the General Land Office, a patent shall issue in 
favor of said legal representatives. 
Approven, August 5, 1854. 


No. 193.—.4n Act for the Relief of Asa Leach. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be 


the pension roll, and to pay him at the rate of 
four dollars per month, commencing August first, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, to continue during 
his life. 

Approven, August 5, 1854. 


No. 194,—An Act for the Relief of George M. Bentley, 
of the State of Indiana, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is authorized and directed to place the name 
of George M. Bentley, of the State of Indiana, 
upon the list of invalid pensioners of the United 
| States, at the rate of eight dollars per month, from 
the first day of January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, and to continue during his 
| natural life. . 

Approven, August 5, 1854, 


No. 195.—.An Act granting the Right of Way to the 


and over the grounds of the United States at Benicia, 

in California. 

Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
assembled, That the right of way, sixty-six feet in 


width, shall be, and is hereby, granted to the Ma- 
rysville and Benicia Railroad Company’for the road 


the United States at and near Benicia, in Solano 


| in the opinion of the Secretary of War. 
Ayprovep, August 5. 1854. 


County, Missouri. 


county, Missouri, was covered by the concession 
to said Kinaird: Therefore— 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
| assembled, ‘That the board of directors of com- 
| mon schools in and for gaid township be, and they 
| are hereby, authorized to select and have set apart, 


a section of any of the public lands in the land 


H 

-|| district within which said county is situated, in 
H 
T 


lieu of the half of said section sixteen, which is cov- 
ered by the concession to said Kinaird; and when 
| the said board of directors shail make the selec- 
tion of said half section, the [y] shall notify the 
i register of the land office in said district of the 
land so selected, and the same shali be reserved 
from sale and get apart for the use of schools 
in said township: Provided, That said selection 
and notification be made within twelve months 
after the passage of this act, and provided said se- 
lection shall be according to the legal subdivisions 


instructed to place the name of Asa Leach upon | 


Marysville and Benicia Railroad Company through | 


| sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress | 


of said company through and over the grounds of 


county, and State of California: Provided, That 
the route of said railroad across said grounds be 
approved by the Secretary of War before the same | 
is entered upon for the purpose of constructing 
said railroad: And provided further, That the same | 
be granted without detriment to the public interest, 


| No. 196.—An Act for the Relief of the Inhabitants | 
of Township Forty-five, Range One, in Warren 


Whereas the concession of six hundred arpents | 
i of land by C. D. Delasus, the lieutenant governor | 
iof Upper Louisiana, to Andrew Kinaird, and į 
| which concession was confirmed by the act of | 
! Congress of July fourth, eighteen hundred and | 
thirty-six, entitled ‘ An Act confirming claims to | 
land in the State of Missouri, and for other pur- 
poses,” was located prior to the surveys of the | 
public lands in Missouri; and whereas, upon the 
survey of said lands one half of section sixteen, of | 
township forty-five, of range one west, iù Warren i 


for the use of schools in said township, one half of 


| of the public lands, and in quantities not less than 
i| eighty acres. 

| Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That when the 
l| half section of land shall have been so as afore- 
|! said selected and reported to the register aforesaid, 
| the game shall vest in the State of Missouri, sub- 
ject to the same disposition and uses, and shall be 
|i held subject to the same conditions and terms in 
all respects whatsoever, as by the sixth section of 
the act of Congress of March sixth, eighteen hun- 
dred twenty, entitled ‘An act to authorize the 
people of Missouri Territory to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, and for the admission 
|| of such State into the Union on an equal footing 
|| with the original States, and to prohibit slavery in 
i| certain Territories,” were prescribed or intended 
in relation to sections numbered sixteen. 

Arproven, August 5, 1854. 


i 


RESOLUTIONS. 


No. 1.—Joint Resolution for the Relief of exander 
P. Field, late Secretary of Wisconsin Territory, 
and Sureties. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
|| assembled, That the proper accounting officers cf 
the Treasury Department be authorized and di- 
|| rected to settle the accounts of Alexander P. Field, 
i| late secretary of Wisconsin Territory, upon prin» 

ciples of equity and justice: Previded, That no 
credit shall be allowed thesaid Field in said settle- 
ment under this resclution, except such of the 
follow[ing] items numbering fromrone to twelve, 
inclusive, claimed by the said Field, as the said 
accounting officers may determine in equity and 
justice should be allowed: 

ltem No.1. W. W. Wyman, payment on bond 
not yet surrendered, four hundred and thirty- 
seven dollars, ($437 00.) 

Item No. 2. C.C. Sholes, payment on his bond 
not surrendered, one thousand and seventy-five 
dollars, ($1,075 09.) 

Item No. 3. Over-payment to Josiah A. Noo- 
nan, for printing, one hundred dollars and forty- 
one cents, ($160 41.) 

Item No. 4. Over-payment to John Catlin, one 
hundred and seven dollars, ($107 00.) 

Item No. 5. George I, Coates’s bond, wanting 
Gridley’s indorsement, one hundred dollars; 
($100 00.) 

Item No. 6. E. Slingerland’s bond, wanting J. 
Kneeland’s indorsement, one hundred dollars, 
(#100 00.) 

Item No. 7. James Sullivan’s bond, wanting 
his own indorgement, thirty-five dollars, ($35 00.) 

Item No. 8. Appropriation of Legislative As- 
sembly, for expenses of journey to Washington, 

srocuring and transporting funds, etc., eight hun- 
dred dollars, ($800 00.) 

Item No. 9. Payment to Barlow Shackelford, 
six dollars and sixty-five cents, ($6 65.) 

Item No. 10. Appropriation of Legislative As- 
sembly, February, eighteen hundred and forty- 
three, for expense to Washington, procuring and 
transporting money for expenses of Legislative 
Assembly, eight hundred dollars, ($800 00.) 

Item No. 11. Appropriation for office rent, sta- 
tionery, etc., ons handred dollars, ($100 00.) 

Item No. 12. Appropriation for postage, one 
hundred dollars, ($100 00,) making in all, three 
|| thousand seven hundred and sixty-one dollars 
il and six cents, ($3,761 06.) 

Avproven, January 24, 1854. 


No. 2.—Joint Resolution for settling the Accounts of 
A. Boyd Hamilton. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of ihe United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That in place of the parties named for 
settling the accounts of A. Boyd Hamilton in the 
seventeenth section of the act entitled “ An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, 
and for other purposes,” there be substituted the 
First Comptroller of the Treasury, who is hereby 
charged with their duties as specified in said act, 
and that the accounts of said A. Boyd Hamilton 
besettled as prescribed in said section of said act, 
Hand that he be paid any sum that may be found 
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due to him at the Treasury of the United States 
upon the certificate of said Comptroller. 
Approvenp, March 27, 1854, 


No. 3.4 Resolution giving the consent of Congress 
to the acceptance by Lieutenant M. F. Maury, of 
the Navy, of a Gold Medal from His Majesty the 
King of Sweden. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
alives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Lieutenant M. F. Maury, of the 
United States Navy, be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to accept a-gold medal recently. presented to 
him by His Majesty the King of Sweden. 

Arrerovep, June 29, 1854. 


No. 4.—Joint Resolution to correct a clerical error in 
the Act approved June twenty-second, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four, “to authorize a Register to be 
issued to the steamer El Paraguay, by a new 
name.” 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United Slates of America in Congress 
assembled, That the word “ Joy,” where it occurs 
in the “ Act to authorize a register to be issued to 
the steamer El Paraguay by a new name,” ap- 
proved June twenty-second, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, shall read and be heid to mean Ivy. 

Approven, July 17, 1854. 


No. 5.—A4 Resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
the Territory of New Mexico to adjust and pay 
to Juan C. Armijo, José L. Perea, and James L. 
Collins, the amount by them loaned to the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, 
under authority of a Joint Resolution of that body, 
approved the seventeenth of June, eighty [eighteen] 
hundred and fifty-one. 

Resolved by the Senate and Howse of Represent- 
aiives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Territory of 
New Mexico be authorized to adjust and pay to 
Juan C. Armijo, José L. Perea, and James L, 
Collins, the amount of a loan, with interest, by 
them made to the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of New Mexico, negotiated by au- 
thority of a joint resolution of that body, ap- 
proved on the seventeenth of June, eighteen hun- 


dred and fifty-one. The payment to be made out 
of the unexpended fund appropriated by Con- 
gress for legislative expenses in said Territory, 
and in accordance with the agreement made when 
the loan was negotiated. 

Arrrovep, July 27, 1854. 


No. 6.—Joiné Resolution giving One Hundred and 
Sixty Acres of Land to Francis M: in, of In- 
diana. i ; 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is héreby, directed to issue to Francis M. 
Gwin, of New Albany, Indiana, a land warrant 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, in con- 
sideration of his gallant services in serving during 
the Mexican war whilst he was a minor. 

Approven, August 1, 1854. 


No. 7.—Joint Resolution for the Relief of John A. 
Bryan. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of War be author- 
ized and required to receive proof of the number 
of days that John A. Bryan was engaged in the 
discharge of the duties of a commissioner, to 
make and carry into effect a treaty with the Wy- 


andott Indians, being appointed commissioner for | 


the purposes aforesaid, by the Secretary of War, 
on the nineteenth of April, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-six, and to pay the said Bryan, at the rate of 
eight dollars per day whilst so engaged, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
deducting therefrom any amount that said Bryan 
may have heretofore received for said services. 
Approven, August 1, 1854. 


No. 8.—Joint Resolution for the Relief of Brevet 
Captain J. H. Lendrum, United States Army. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be authorized to settle the accounts of 
Brevet Captain J. H. Lendrum, of the United 
States Army, and to credit the said Lendrum with 
the sum of two thousand nine hundred and sev- 


| enty dollars and fourteen cents, moneys disbursed 


by said Lendrum out of the moneys of the quar- 
termasters’ fund, and the sum of three thousand 
five hundred and seventy-five dollars and ninety- 
six cents, moneys disbursed by said Lendrum 
out of the moneys belonging to the civil fund. of 
California, the vouchers for which were lost and 
destroyed by reason of the fire in the city of San 
Francisco.on the fourth of May, Anno Domini 
eighteen hundred and fifty. E 
Aprrroven, August 3, 1854. 


No. 9.—A Joint Resolution directing the Account- 
ing Officers of the Treasury to Adjust the Account 
of William Woodbury, late Pension Agent at 
Portland, Maine. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be, and they are hereby, directed, in ad- 
justing the account of William Woodbury, late 
pension agent at Portland, Maine, to place to the 
credit of the said William Woodbury the same 
amount paid by him to Mary Hone, the only sur- 
viving child and heir of Keziah Heartshorne, de- 
ceased, the same having been paid in conformity 
with the directions of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, as conveyed upon the face of a certificate of 
pension issued by said Commissioner to said Ke- 
ziah Hartshorne on the twentieth day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine. 

Approyen, August 3, 1854. 


No. 10.—A Joint Resolution making Appropria- 
tion for the Payment of those entitled to the Benefits 
of the Resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the United States, passed August third, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, voling Extra Compensation 
to Pages, Folders, and others. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the sum appropriated by- the 
House of Representatives on this day for the pay- 
ment of its pages and employees, be paid out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 


Approven, August 5, 1854. 


APPROPRIATIONS, NEW OFFICES, ETC. 


APPROPRIATIONS, NEW OFFICES, &c. 


. STATEMENTS, SHOWING 

1.~-Appropriations made during the First Session 

of the Thirty-Third Congress. 
II.-—-Offices created, and the salaries thereof. 
Ull.—The offices, the salaries of which bave been 

increased, with the amount of such increase 

during the same period. 

Orrice House or REPRESENTATIVES ? 
Uniren Srares, September 22, 1854. 

In obedience to the sixth section of the ‘ Act 
to authorize the appointment of additional pay- 
masters, and for other purposes,” passed July 4, 
1836, which requires ‘* the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate and Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
as soon as may be after the close of each session 
of Congress, to publish a statement of all appro- 
priations made during the session; and also a 
statement of the new offices created, and the sal- 
aries of each; and also a statement of the offices, 
the salaries of which are increased, and the amount 
of such increase,” the Clerk of the louse of Rep- 
resentatives submits the accompanying state- 
ments. 

JOHN W. FORNEY, 
Clerk House of Representatives United States. 


T.—APPROPRIATIONS MADE DURING THE FIRST SES 
SION OF THE THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS. 


By the act to authorize the constraction of six 
first-class steam frigates, and for other purposes. 


For the construction of six first-class steain frig- 
ates, to be provided with screw propellers, 
and properly armed and equipped for service, 
and forattering, completing, and launching the 
frigates Santee, at Kittery, and Sabine, at New 
YOK ec cceren eter esse cree cereen ere 3,000,000 00 


By the act making appropriations for the support 
of the Military Academy for the year ending 
the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hua- 
dred and fifty-five. 

For pay of officers, instructors, cadets, and musi- 
CIANS...66 

For commutation of subs 

For forage for officers? hot oa à 

For general repairs and improvements of aca- 
demie buildings, barracks, mess rooms, ofti- 
cers’ quarters, stables, roads, fences, parade, 
and drill grounds, miscclaneous and incidental 
expenses, fuel, forage, and departments of in- 


988,266 00 
7 2190 00 


“960 00 


struction. 
For gradual jnerease and expen 
For expenses of the board of visitors... 
For forage for artillery and cavalry hor 
For replacing dead aud worn-out cavalry 

artillery horses. .....6.. eee ee a) 
For enlarging and improving hospit 
For cavalry exercise Dalle. ssciseeeeeee 


29,725 00 
1,060 00 
3,000 00 
8,610 00 


nd 
1,000 00 
.. 6,500 00 
+ 20,000 00 


By the act to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the fiscal year ending 


the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hun- | 


dred and fifty-four, and for other purposes, 


Department of State. 

For the increased compensation of the Seeretary 
of State, from the fourth of March, one thou- 
sand cight hundred and fifty three, to the thir- 
tieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-four. ies 

For compensation of the Assistant Seerctary of 
State, from the eighteenth of April, ore thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, to the thir- 
tieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-fourscce. e cee ee cetaeer eens bashes 

For publishing the laws, in pamphlet form and 
in the newspapers of the States and Territories, 


$2,413 37 


3,609 90 


and in the city of Washington. saidas es 2,880 00 
For extra clerk hire and copying .. 4,000 00 
For payment of a clerk, necessarily employed 

in the recess of Congress to bring up the ar- 

rearages of the disbursing agent of the Depart- 

ment Of States.....ce.0. eee se ewes Ss sanyo Wale 432 00 
For compiling and supervising the publication of 

the Biennial Register............. este batts 506 00 
For outfit of a chargé d'affaires to Dens .. 4,500 09 
For the usual return allowance for Ministers of 

the United States to Great Britain, France, 

Russia, Prussia, Spain, Brazil, Mexico, and 

Chili. fe A 18,000 00 


For the usua 
faires, or ministers resident to Portugal, Aus- 
tria, Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Belgium, 


Naples, Sardinia, New Granada, Venezuela, 
Buenos Ayres, Bolivia, Ecuador, and Nicara- 


Yor the usual return allowance of the minister 


For contingent expenses of all the missions 
abroad oo .e cece cece teen terse er ee ence a tenes 
For payment of a balance due the agent employed 
for purchasing, walling, and ditching a piece 
of laud near the City ot Mexico, for a cemetery 
or burial ground Eor Na 
To pay expenses incurred by Edward Cunning- 
ham, acting cousul at Shanghai, for a police 
force for the preservation of the peace by 
American CitiZEDS. sss cece eer eee ee vise 
For payinent of the claim of Thomas N. John- 
son for his services as marshal at the port of 
Shanghai, from the ninth of December, eigi- 
teen hundred and fifty-one, to the fifteenth of 
September, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, 
Vor payment to Joby Bozman Kerr, in addition 
to his salary and allowances as chargé d'af- 
faires to Nicaragua, the amount of his expenses 
on the journey to San Salvador and Guate- 
mala, and of bis expenses at those capitais 
under his commissions to the Governments of 
those Republics, together with a full outfit as 
chargéd’affaires to the National Representation 
of Central America... cece eee e eee eeees ..{Indefinite.] 


42,720 03 


1,781 74 


Treasury Department. 


For the increased compensation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury (rom the fourth of March, one 
thousand cight hundred aud fifty-three, to the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand at hundred 
and fitty-four.. Lalas Oia alae pile Spee ace 

To enabie the Secretary of the Treasury to com- 
pensate the agent employed in paying annui- 
ties to Cherokee Indians remaining in North 
Carolina, under the act of the twenty-ninth of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 

For contingencies, including rent, fuel, labor, 
light, and watching, for the building ocenpied 
by the Third Auditor of the Treasury, from 
the first of August, one thousand cight hun- 
dred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four... 

For contingencies, including rent, fuel, labor, 
light, and watehing, for the building occupied 
by the Fifth Auditor of the ‘Treasury, from the 
first of November, one thousand eight bun- 
dred and filty-three, to the thitticth of June, 
one thousand eigit hundred and fifty-four... 


500 00 


3,666 67 


2,666 67 


For contingent expenses of the office of the 
Auditor of the Post Office Department, 
viz: 

For misevilanecons and printing prior to the fourth 
of Mareh, one thousand cight hundred and 
fifty-three TIT š Sis Sda 

For printing ruiture, and Jabor, since the 
fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-three... cee eee ee were eens 

For salaries of off 
at San Francisco, California, 

For wages of workinen im bran 
Franeised, Calfuruia.. ss eee eee ee 

| For incidental and contingent expense: 
branch Mint at San Francisco, California 

For salaries of officers aud clerks in assay office, 
New York... eo cece sane ence 

For wages of workmen in í 
York cee veces deeeweeneeoes 

For incidental and contingent ¢xpen: 
office, New York 

For the employment of workmen, materi 
other expens ary to put the branch 
Mint at San francisco, California, in opera- 


3,390 98 


2,427 14 


12,670 00 


a Mint 


at San 


33,300 00 


4,200 00 


12,900 00 


y otce, New 
- 12,500 00 


tion....- oo see seeeesceree cess 40,000 00 
| For the collection of agricultural stati and 
| the procurement and distribution of seeds and 
i P 


|| cuttings, tọ be expended under the direction 
i of the Commissioner of Patents......-...-6 
To complete the public buildings in New Me 


| Laara seaceeee cerren eat 50,000 00 


f For finishing the capitol aad territorial prison in 
the Territory of Minnesota, and grading and 
| fencing the grounds of same 


Interior Department. 


For the increased compensation of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, from the fourth of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, to 
the thirtieth of Jane, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-four . 

| For the increased eom} 


tion of ihe surveyor- 
| general of Oregon, from the third of Mareh, 
| one thousand eight hundred aud Aity three, to 
| the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hun- 
| dred and fifty-f0UT..i...cseees ees 


15,750 00 } 


resident to "PULKeYy.. csc ece ee cere ee reer ee wise 1,500 00 
For the outfit of the minister resident to Turkey 6,000 00 
For outfits of chargés d’affaires. . 2,489 02 
For an outfit for the late chargé d’affair: a 

USB oe a ae enoe psia drS 400000. 
For salary of the dragoman to Turkey........+ 122 83 | 
For salary of the assistant dragoman to Turkey 599 13 | 
For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary 

POWEFS..cecseces ceccvetecce ares ccsescenees G TAL 49 

| For contingent expenses of foreign intercourse.. 15,000 00 


. 21,000 00 || 


10,000 00 | 
t 


10,000 00 | 


2,655 55 | 


1,327 7 | 


For rent of surveyor general’s office in Califor- 
nia, purchase of instruments, records, draw- 
ing materials, furniture, fucl, and pay of mes- 
sengers.... A SOTER TT 

For compensation of a draughtsman and clerks 
for the ofice of the surveyor general of Cali- 
FOYNIAL ree cee ener en eee eee e teen cess tee 


For contingent expenses in the office of the 
Commissioner of Pension 
For stationery...... cecee cane 
For binding books.. 
For office furniture... 
For printing and engraving bount 
COLES. see peer eeee cree eecees 
For miscellaneous items. : ae 
For continuing the surveys in the northern por- 
tions of Lowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, at 
the rates now authorized by law. ..ce cere rene 
For paying pensions, under the act of the third 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three. ... cece e cece creer nneene 
For paying pensions of. invalids who were 
` wounded on board of private armed vessels 
duriug the Jast war with Great Britain, from 
the first of July, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-one, to the thirtieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four...... 
For the President’s House and grounds, for fuel 
for the President’s House, and for iron fences, 
For repairs of the Capitol, and improving the 


and fifty-four... cce cece enens 
For trees, tree-boxes, and repairs of p 
For lamps and lamp-posts on Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue, between Seventeenth strect and George- 
Lows and between the Capitol and Navy- 
Ar eee wees 


i| For completing and keeping in order the grounds 


south of the Presidents House. .ssssssrerrese 

For furnisbing an additional number of iron set-, 
tees for the President’s and Capitol grounds... 

For completing the pedestal and inclosure of the 

| equestrian statue of Andrew Jacks0n.. seer ss 

| For the payment. of Jaborers employed in shovel- 
ing snow from the walks, to and around the 
Capitol, the President’s House, and other pub- 
Vie DUUIGINS .. 0c ee ee cee etree cere re teene stero 

For furnishing the rooms of the new wing of 
the Patent Office Building with furniture, and 
providing the saloon therein with cases for 
INOUEDS .e cece eee eect ee ener en tenn enereeteeee 

For fulfilling treaties with the Sioux of the 
Mississippi : 

For the third of fifty installments of interest, at 
the rate of five per cent. per annum, on one 
million three hundred and sixty thousand dol- 
Jars, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of twenty-third July, eighteen bundred 
and tifty-One ss... ee . 

For the third of fifty installments of interest, at 
the rate of five per cent. per annum on one 
hundred and twelve thousand dollars, being 
the amount in lieu of the reservation set apart 
in the tbird article of the treaty of twenty-third 
July, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, per Sen- 
ates amendment thereof, ce reeree seen vere ees 

For the third of fifty installments of interest, at 
the rate of five per cent. per annum on one 
million oue hundred and sixty thousand dol- 
Jars, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of fifth August, eighteen hundred and 
FiLLY-ONC cece cee ee eee ceeee eens 

For the third of fifty installments of intere 
the rate of five per cent. per annum ons 
nine thousand dollars, being the amount in 
lieu of the reservation set apart in the third 
article of the treaty of fifth Augnst, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-one, per Senate’s amend- 
MICH UNETEOL cere cence ee PETERT TREES 

| T'o pay cterks for services performed on Chicka- 

saw Indian business, in pursuance of the reg- 
ulations of the President of the United States, 

f aud in conformity with the decision of the late 

| Secretary of the Interior... serrer terrores 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in New Mexico for the present fiscal 
year... se 


For the payment for the printing of the re- 
turns of tire Seventh Census, and the paper 
purchased for said printing, under the pro- 
visions of the “ joint resolution providing 
for the printing and binding of the returns 
of the Seventh Census,” approved March 

i third, eighteen hundred and fifty-three— 

| that is to say: 

il Por the printing of the returns before men- 

t tioned... s. 

i 


cluding paper and printing the annual esiti- 
mates of appropriations for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-five, and for 
printing, paper, and binding twenty thousand 


i For the printing of 
i 
| 


4,000 00 


10,000 00 


3,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 


1,500 00 
1,500 00 


40,000 00 


128,000 00 


8,400 00 
3,800 00 
6,500 00 

200 00 


400 00 
500 00 
1,200 60 
9,770 00 
1,000 00 
500 00 


420 00 


45,000 00 


68,000 00 


5,600 00 


58,000 00 


3,450 00 


6,187 50 


15,000 00 


15,909 93 


27,1068 68 


1,200 00 
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eapies of the annual report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury on commerce and navigation 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and 


FIM Y-trO.. cece ee cere cece cece seeeseessees 9,085 00 


War Department. 


For the increased compensation of the Secre- 
tary of War, from the fourth of March, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth 
of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four... 

For rent of house on northwest corner of F and 
Seventeeth streets, and warming ali the rooms 

For the compensation of the expenses of the 
commission of civilians and military men ap- 
pointed under the provisions of the first sec- 
tion of the act entitled * An act making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four,” ap- 
proved third of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty. three, to determine matters 
connected with the management of the na- 
THONAl APMOTICS... ee. cece cece eect eee ee T 

For arrearages of pay for services of volunteers 
in the Kentucky regiment called into service 
in eighteen hundred and thirty-six........... 

For arrearages of pay for services rendered by 
volunteers or militia in the Black Hawk war, 

For clothing for the army, camp and garrison 
equipage, and horse equipments, to supply the 
place of fosses sustained by the wreck of the 
steamer San Franciseo,..... sses Bere 

For deficiencies for the railroad surveys be- 
tween the Mississippi river and the Pacifie 
ocean.... 


2,855 55 


385 00 


5,996 61 
1,600 00 


1,000 00 


26,590 00 


40,000 00 


Navy Department. 


For the increased compensation of the Secre- 
lary of the Navy from the fourth of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, to 
the thirtieth of sune, one thousand e 
dred and fifty-four ..ccscceseceeeas 

For contingent expenses of the South 

utive Building, viz: 
For fuel and lights. ....cccseee ceeeeeeveves 
For miscellaneous items..... rer 

For contingent expenses of the Navy, that may 
accrue for the following purposes, viz: freight 
and transportation, printing and stationery, ad- 
vertising in newspapers, books, maps, models, 
and drawings, purchase and repair of fire-en- 
gines and machinery, repairs of and attending 
to steam-engines in navy- yards, purchase and 
maintenance of horses and oxen, and driving 
teams, carts, timber- wheels, and the purchase 
and repair of workmen’s tools, postage of puh- 
lic letters, furniture for Government honses, 
fuel, oil, and candles for navy-yards and shore 
stations, pay of watehmen, and incidental la- 
bor not chargeable to any other appropriation, 
labor attending the delivery of stores on civil 
stations, wharfage, dockage, and rent, travel- 
ing expenses of officers and others under or- 
ders, funeral expenses, store and office rent, 
stationery, fuel, commissions and pay of clerks 
to navy-agents and store- Keepers, flags, awn- 
ings, and packing- boxes, premiums, and other 
expenses of recruiting, apprehending deserters, 
per diem pay to persons attending courts-mar- 
tial and courts of inquiry, and other services 
authorized by law, pay to judges-advocate, pi- 
lotage and towage of vessels, and assistance 
to vesselsin distress, bills of health and quar- 
antine expenses ofthe United States Navy to 
foreign ports.. 

For continuing the p 
rent charts, for printing and publishing sailing 
directions, hydrographical surveys, and other 
expenses of the hydrographical office......... 


For reappropriation of the following sums, 
carried to the surplus fund, and tor the ob- 
jects mentioned: 

For dry-dock at Kittery.... csessceceeees 

For dry-dock at Pensacola 
For magazine at Norfolk. 
For magazine at Boston.. 
For magazine at New York....... 
For magazine at Washington.... 
For hospital at Philadelphia........+5 


Post Office Department. 


For the increased compensation of the Postmas- 
ter General, from the fourth of Mareh, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty three, to the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-four... sasaa 

For compensation of two temporary clerks eni- 
ployed in the Post Office Department, viz: 
One from the first of April to the thirtieth of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
three, at the rate of twelve hundred dollars per 
annum; and one from the nineteenth of May 
to the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-three, at'the rate of one thou- 
sand dollars per annum; and from the first of 
July to the seeond of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-three, at the rate of 
twelve hundred dollars per qnnum.......-+4. 

To supply a deficiency ia the revenues of the 
Post Office Department for the fiscal year end- 
ing the thirtieth of June, oue thousand eight i 
hundred and fifty-three, ...... rereereme erene 545,445 63 


2,584 61 


700 00 
800 00 


10,000 00 


2,900 85 
11,119 13 
2,068 42 
480 63 
631 32 
1,600 00 
2,442 42 


Attorney General. 


For the increased compensation of the Attorney 
General, trom the fourth of March, one thou- 


72,660 00 | 


9,655 55 | 


l 


sand eight bundred and fifty-three, to the thir- 
tieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 


HAYAO sae eee ete cece srantos essere reese 2,594 19 
For the purchase of Spanish and Mexican law 
books for the Library of Congress........... 1,700 00 
Miscellaneous. 
For the contingent expenses of the Senate, 
viz: s 
For lithographing and engraving. ..........+-.. 29,000 00 
For binding seess cusccuceacet rose od 30,000 00 


For books........ 0... ceceeee ee ws 
For cierks to committees aud President pro t 
pore, draughtsman, messengers, pages, labor- 
ers, police, horses, and carry-alls......5 esens a 
For miscellaneous items:° To replace this 
amount, drawn by order of the Senate from 
that head of appropriation, in a payment to R. 
M. Young, as commissioner to investigate 
charges against Hon. A. Ramsay, late superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs, Minnesota.......... 
To enable the Secretary of the Senate to pay 
for the maps of the publie lands authorized by 
the resolution of the Senate ofthe third Mareh, 
eighteen hundred and fifty- three, to be printed 
under the direction of the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands ............ PETE ANERE dies 


For the expenses of the House of Represent- 
atives, viz: 
For horses and carriages, ........ceccescce cece 
Eor newspapers for members. 
For pages..... 
Por binding documents, ........ccseeeeeeeeeees 77,596 40 
For miscellaneous items ++ 20,000 00 
For binding the Congressional Globe and Appen- 
dix of the second session of the Thirty-Seeond 
Congress—five thousand and eighty-eight vol- 
ums, al Sixty Cents per VOIUME......0 cee e sree 
For continuing the preparation and publication 
of astereotyped catalogue of the Library of 
Congress... visas 
For the messenger lo the Speaker...see sees cease 
For pay for Annals of Congress, ordered by the 
House for the House library, being one hun- 
dred copies of each of the following volumes ¢ 
first, second, and tbird volumes Tenth Con- 
ress, and first, second, and third volumes 
iteventh Congress—in all six hundred vol- 
umes, at five dollars per VOLUME... ... esac eees 
For printing index to private claims, ordered to 
be printed by resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentativesof the twenty-second of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. .... 20,000 00 
For binding index to private claiins ............ 5,700 00 
For rent of paper wareroom from the first of 
January to thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, at two hundred and filty dollars 
per annuM..esssersoosoosscososeoovocesesero 
For cartage of printing paper from wareroom 
and office of the Superintendent of Public 
Printing to the printing offices, and labor, from 
the first of January to the thirtieth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, at five hun- 
dred and fifty dolars per annum. essre ssrsee 
For arrearages incurred prior to the first of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, 
for running and marking the boundary line 
between the United States and Mexico, under 
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.............. 
For engraving maps, views, sections, and natural 
history, of the survey of the boundary between 
the United States and Mexico............ 
For wood cuts purchased by the Commissioner 
of Patents, for illustrating the mechauical part 
of the Patent Office report for eighteen bun- 
dred and fifiy-three-four, ordered by the House 
Of Representatives.. s.s.s. ascoseseosesensa 
For salaries and incidental expenses of the com- 
mission appointed uuder the act of March 
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, for set- 
Uing land claims in California.. 
For the payment of the claims presented by cer- 
tain counties of the late "Territory of Iowa for 
expenses of the United States district court, 
which were paid by said counties prior to the 
admission of said Territory in the Union asa 
State...... ance eevee cesses scecceses ous [ indefinite. ] 
For compensation of the judge of first instance 
in civil cases fer the district of San Francisco, 
California, per appointment dated twenty-first 
of September, eighteen bundred and forty- 
nine, by the Jate General B. Riley, while Gov- 
ernor of that country, from first October, 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, to the first of 


12,691 00 


4,400 00 


924 20 


5,150 00 


840 00 
2,000 00 
++ 1,936 00 


3,412 80 


125 00 


275 00 


10,000 00 


1,500 00 


42,000 00 


April, eighteen hundred and fifty..........06- 750 00 
For the payment of a draughtsman ond clerks 

employed under the resolution of May four, 

eighteen hundred and forty-eight, upon the 

maps of the public lands.........eseeeeeese2 5,675 00 


For the payment of the feliowing clerks, in addi- 
tion to the clerks authorized by the third see- 
tion of the act of March third, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three, entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the civil and dipio- 
matie expenses of Government for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 
and fifiy-four,* in jhe office of the Register of 
the Treasury, three ciorhg of elass three, to 
inchide the’ clerk now authorized to take 
charge of the redemption of stocks, and in the 
office of the Commissioner of Pensions, in lieu 
of the temporary clerks now employed therein, 
five clerks of class two, and fifteen clerks of X 
ClASS tNTeGrsssssn resore ergere sees eresse e eel indefinite. ] 


$1,896,290 06 


5,000 00 | 
312 00 | 


3,000 00 | 


t 
50,000 00 | 


By the act to enable the President of the United 
States to fulfill the third article of the treaty 
between. the United States and the Mexican 
Republic, of the thirtieth of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, as 
amended by the Senate of the United States. 

To enable the President of the United States to 
fulfill the stipulation in the third article of the 
treaty between the United States and the Mex- 
ican Republic, of the thirtieth of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, as 


subsequently amended by the Senate of the 
United States. .....ceeeticevevene sees «910,000,000 00 


By the act making further appropriations for con- 
tinuing the construction. of roads in the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota, in accordance with the esti- 
mates made by the War Department, 

For the continuation of the road trom Point 
Douglas, on the Mississippi river, to the mouth 
of the St. Louis river, of Lake Superior, in 
WISCONSIN. ssi cee cesceiceevenesse cose sce e $20,000 00 

For the continuation of the road from Point 
Douglas to Fort Gaines, now Fort. Ripley.... 10,000 00 

For the continuation ofthe road from the mouth 
of Swan river to the Winnebago agency..... 5,000 00 

For the continuation ofthe road from Wabashaw ` 
to Mendota.........cccc eee eens oe s... 15,000 00 

$50,000 00 


By the act to refund to the Territory of Utah the 
expenses incurred bysaid Territory in suppress- 
ing Indian hostilities. 


The amount of expenses incurred by the said 
Territory in the suppression of Indian hostil- 
ities within said Territory during the years 
eighteen hundred and fifty and eighteen bun- 
dred and fifty-one; and thatthe amountofeuch 
expenses, when so ascertained, be paid into 
the treasury of said Territory ..s. ss eves esee e 920,940 65 


By the act to authorize the Secretary of War to 
settle and adjust the expenses of the Rogue 
River Indian war. 

For services rendered in the late war with the 
Rogue River Indians in Oregon—known as 
the Rogue River war—according to the mus- 
ter-rolls of the same; also, for subsistence, 
forage, medical stores, and expenditures, as 
well as for any other necessary and proper 
supplies furnished for the prosecution of said k 
Wals sssessesosssroseeessereresse sses pe eree [Indefinite.] 


By the act for the construction of certain military 
roads and wells in the Territory of New Mex- 
ico. 

From Taog to Santa P6,..sseceeeneceesee eee «920,000 00 

From Santa Fé to Dona Ana, +» 12,000 00 


By the act for the payment of the civil officers 
employed in the Territory of New Mexico 
while under military government. 

To pay to the civil officers employed in the 
Territory of New Mexico, while the same was 
under military government, the salaries due 
and payable to them from the twenty-second 
of September, eighteen hundred and forty six, 
until the third of March, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-one, according to the rate of compen- 
sation prescribed by the organie law promul- 

| gated by General Stephen W. Kearney for the 

government of said Territory of New Mexico, 

deducting therefrom such sums as have al- 

| ready been paid lo them from the treasury of i 

said LeErritOry..,sessereeeoreseeareeeee eee indefinite. J 


By the act to provide for the continuation of the 
military roed from Myrtle Creek to Scottsburg, 
in Oregon. z 

For the extension and completion of the military 
road from Myrtle Creek, in Umpqua Valley, to 
Scottsburg, in the Territory of Oregon.... ++ 20,000 00 


| By the act to provide for the construction of a 
| military road in tbe T'erritory of Utah. 
For the construction of a military road within the 
Territories of Utah and New Mexico, com- 
mencing at Great Salt Lake City, and running 
by the way of Provo City, Fillmore City, Par- 
ovan, and Cedar City, to the eastern boundary 
of California, in the direction of the Cajon Pass, $25,000 00 


By the act making further appropriations for the 


improvement of the Cape Fear river, North 


Carolina. 


For the continuation of the improvement of the 
Cape Fear river, North Carolina, at or near ils 
communication With the OCCA cccseceavues $140,000 oa 


By the act making Se to defray the 
expenses of the Cayuse war. 


To pay the actual and necessary expenses ins 
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B. September, 


curred by the provisional government of Oregon 
in defeading the people of the said Territory 
from the attacks and hostilities of the Cayuse 
Indians, in the years eighteen hundred and 
forty-seven and eighteen hundred and forty- 
eight, and for such allowances for the expenses 
of adjusting claims on that account as the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury may deem proper..-.. + $75,000 00 


By the act making appropriation for the current 
‘and contingent expenses of the Indian Depart- 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes, for the year ending June 
thirtieth; one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
five, and for other purposes. 

For the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian Department, viz : 

For. pay of superintendents of Indian affairs, 
per acts of fifth June, eighteen hundred and 
fifty, twenty-seventh February, eighteen hun- 
dred and ‘fifty-one, and third of March, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-two. ...eeeereecerenes -912,500 00 

For pay of the several Indian agents, per acts of 
fifth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty, and 
twenty-seventh February, eighteen hundred 
BHA TALY-ONE...66-. eee T LET S 

For pay of three Indian sub-agents for Califor- 
nia, at an annual salary of fifteen hundred 
dollars each..... 

For pay of four Indian .sub-agents in Oregon 
Territory, at an annual salary of one thousand 
dolars CACH. ccs ccvcce careers eee ererrneces 

For pay of two Indian sub-agents in Washing- 
ton Territory, at an annual salary of one thou- 
sand dollars each.....eeeees 

For pay of three Inidian agents in Washington 
Territory, for six months, ending June thir-. 
tieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four,.... +++ 

For pay of two Indian sub-agetits in Washing- 
ton Territory, for six months, ending June 
thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four.... 

For salaries of six agents, authorized by this act, 
at the rate of fifteen hundred dollars per an- 
NUM GACH vocece eee e ce enee sree eres nereserase 

For the pay of interpreters, per acts of the thir- 
tieth June, eighteen hundred and thirty-tour, 
and twenty-seventh February, eighteen hun- 
dred dnd fifty ONG. .cseceewee terre reeeees 

For pay of six interpreters for the Indian trib 
in Washington Territory. ....eeeeeeeee rene es 

For pay of six interpreters for the Indian tribes 
in Washington Territory, for six months, end- 
ing June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
(AT EENT 

For the pay of clerk to superintendent at St. 
Louis, Missouri, per act of twenty-seventh 

. June, eighteen hundred and forty-six..+. +++ 

For the pay of clerk to Superintendent in Cali- 
fornia, per act of third March, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifly-tWO....scrveseeeeestereese recs 2,500 00 

For presents t0 Indians. ...sccceseveseeer cerns 5,000 00 

For provisions for (ndians,..c..seserreeee eres 11,800 00 

Mor buildings at agencies and repairs there f... 10,000 00 

‘or trecting buildings for Indian øgents in 
Washington Territory. c.iese cee seereeeeeees 5,000 09 

For contingencies of the Indian Department... 36,500 co 

For the reappropriation for expenses of the re- 
moval of the Catawba Indians to the west of 
the Mississippi river, aud of settling and sub- 
sisting them one year in their new homes. 
provided that a home shall first be obtained 
for them, and that they shall be removed only 
with their own CONsCDt. ocr coerce eens 


To the Christian Indians. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the acts 
of May twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-four, and May twentieth, cightecn 
hundred and twenty-Six...sceaseres 


34,750 00 


4,500 00 


4,000 00 


2,000 00 
2,250 00 
1,000 00 
9,000 09 


28,000 00 
3,000 00 


1,500 00 


1,200 00 


5,000 00 


To the Chippewas of Saganaw. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of third of August, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five... cccsecseceees 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of seventeenth November, 
eighteen hundred and seven. 

For permauent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of twenty-fourth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and nincteen...... 

For permanent provisions for the support of 
blacksmiths and for farming utengilsand cattle, 

nd for the employment of persons to aid them 
in-agriculture, stipulated in the eighth article 
of the treaty of twenty-fourth of September, 
eighteen hundred and nineteen, and the seventh 
article of the treaty of fourteenth of January, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-seven....e-eeees 

For education, during the pleasure of Congress, 
stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of 
the fifth of August, eighteen hundred and 
EWENIY -BİR ssases serere creer cere es rere cere 

Chippewas, Menomonces, Winnebagoes, and 

New York Indians. 

For education, during the pleasure of Congress, 
stipulated in the fifth article of the treaty of 
the eleventh of August, eighteen hundred and 
LWEMLY-SOVOD eseese nereserosearorrore renees 


Choctaws. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of sixteenth of November, 
eighteen hundred and ÑVe...srsrsssserertree 

For permanent annuity, for support of light- 
horsemen, stipulated in the thirteenth article 
of the treaty of the eighteenth of October, 
eighteen hundred and tWenly..crseceeseseree 


1,000 00 


ee ees arene eee 800 00 
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1,500 00 | 


3,009 005, 
i For payment, under the direction of the Presi- 


For permanent provision for education, stipu- 
Jated in the second articte of the treaty of twen- 
tieth of January, eighteen hundred and twen- 
ty-five.......ceeee 

For permanent provision for blacksmith, stipu- 
lated in the sixth article of the treaty of eigh- 
teenth of October, eighteen hundred and twen- 
ty, and the ninth article of the treaty of twen- 
tieth of January, eighteen hundred and twenty- 

For permanent provisi for iron and steel for 
shop, stipulated in the ninth article of the treaty 
of twentieth January, eighteen hundred and 
LWENLY-FIVE cere cece ccsertnreeeeeneeeeee = > 


Chickasaws- 

For payment to the Chickasaw nation in ful} of 
the expenses of their commissioners in nego- 
tiating the treaty of June twenty-second, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-two, as stipulated in the 
ninth article of said treaty. ..ceee seer ecceees 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the act of 
the twenty-fifth of February, seventeen hun- 


dred and ninety nines... e-.. eee eee Seer ass 
Chippewas of Lake Superior and the Mis- 
sissippt. 


For eighteenth of twenty installments in money, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
the twenty-ninth of July, eigbteen hundred 
and MIPty- SEVEN. ce cece eee e ec eee eee eenreers 

For eightcenth of twenty installments in goods, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
the twenty-ninth of July, eighteen hundred 
and UWTY-SEVED cee cece eee eee ne ee reneee ee 

For eighteenth of twenty installments for the 
establishment of three smiths’ shops, support- 
ing three smiths, and furnishing iron and steel, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty 
of the twenty-ninth of July, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-SeVeN.... cee osese 

For eighteenth of twenty insti 
support of farmers, purchase of implements, 
grain and seed, and to carry on the agricultu- 
ral pursuits, stipulated in the second article 
the treaty of the twenty-ninth of July, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-seven. s.eeseeeseenes 


| Por eighteenth of twenty installments for the 


purchase of provisions, stipulated in the sec- 
ond article of the treaty of the twenty: ninth of 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven... 
Por eighteenth of twenty installments for the 
purchase of tobacco, stipulated in the second 
artiele of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven...... 


| For thirteenth of twenty-five installments in 


money, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of the fourth of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and fOFLy-tWO.. cer ee eeceee ee teeeen cee 
For thirteenth of twenty-five installments in 
goods, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of the fourth of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and COLLY-LWO.. ceca ee cece eee e ee cena eee 
For thirteenth of twenty-five installments for the 
support of two smiths? shops, including the pay 
of two smiths and assistants, and furnishing 
iron and steel, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the fourth of October, cighteen 
hundred and fOrty-AWO...esssessrparesesrisen 
For thirteenth of tweuty-five instaliments for the 
pay of two farmers, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the fourth of October, 
eigbteen hundred and fOrty-tWOeseeeersecr ee 
For thirteenth of twenty-five installments for the 
pay of twv carpenters, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the fourth of October, 
eighteen handred and forty-tWO..eseeeer sees 
For thirteenth of twenty-five installments fos the 
support of schools, stipulated in the fourth arti- 
cle of the treaty of the fourth of October, cign- 
teen hundred and forty tWO..,eeeeee eee e eens 


i For thirtcenth of twenty-five installments for the 


purchase of provisions and tobacco, stipulated 
in the fourth article of the treaty of the fourth 
of October, eighteen hundred and forty-two... 


Comanches, Kiowas, and Apaches, of the 
Arkansas River. 

For first of ten installments for the purchase of 
goods, provisions, and agricultural implements, 
stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of 
the twenty-seventh of July, eighteen huudred 
and pity besse oree 

For expenses ion ofthe first of 
ten installments of goods, provisions, and agri- 
cultural implements stipulated in the sixth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-seventh of 
July, eighteen hundred and fifty-three... 


Delawares. 


| For the expenses of surveying the lands, as pro- 


vided in the second article of the treaty of the 
sixth of May, eighteen hundred and filty-four, 
For the first of eight equal installments for pay- 
ment of five chiefs, per third and sixth articles 
of the treaty of the sixth of May, eighteen 
hundred and fifly-four.. oo. cece eee eee eee 


! For the first of two installments, per fourth arti- 


ele of the treaty of the sixth of May, eighteen 
hundred and fitty-four..... 


| For the purchase of four sections of land for the 


Christian Indians, per thirteenth article of the 
the sixth of May, eighteen hundred 
aud FLY POUL occ cee eee cece eee ee eer eee 


dent of the United States, to the Christian 
indians, of all cliims or demands for land or 
money arisiug under the third and fourth arti- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 
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cles of the agreement of the eighth of Novem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and twenty-three, made 
with said Indiand......esererssereresenesrse 


Towas. 

For the expenses of surveying, as provided in 
the third article of the treaty of the seventeenth 
of May, cighteen hundred and fifty-four...... 

For the payment of a portion of the one hundred 
and fifty-seven thousand five hundred dollars 
due the lowas, under the second clause of the 
second article of the treaty of the nineteenth 
of October, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
to be applied as an agricultural fund, per ninth 
article of the treaty of the seventeenth of May, 
eighteen hundred and fifty (oUr...+ ersserere 

For the payment, in consideration of removal 
to their reservation, and of a release of all 
claims per twelfth article of the treaty of the 
seventeenth of May, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-fOUF se ec seee rece ees 


Kickapoos. 

For the expenses of selecting the reservation 
provided in the first article of the treaty of the 
eighteenth of May, eighteen hundred aud fifty: 
four, and for surveying and marking the exte- 
rior lines of the same......-+ 
For the first installments of interest at five per 
centum on one hundred thousand dollars for 
education, per second article of the treaty of 
the eighteenth of May, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four . pi ecaiatall #aterpiedce PALIER ERAN 
For the payment of tbis sum as the first install- 
ment in money, per second article of the treaty 
of the eighteenth of May, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-fourescr eevee 

i For the payment for improvements and the ex- 
penses of appraising the same on the land 
ceded, per fourth article of the treaty of the 
eighteenth of May, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
SOUT ccc eeeeeeene 
For removal and subsistence and in con 
tion of a release of all claims, per eighth arti- 
cle of the treaty of the cighteenth of May, 
eighteen bundred and fifty-four 


Sacs and Foxes of Missor 

For expenses of selecting the reservation pro- 
vided for in the first article of the treaty of the 
eighteenth of May, eightcen hundred and fifty- 
fonr, and for surveying and marking the exte- 
rior lines OF the SaMe.sesseseserresesesprene 
For the firstof four instalinents, per second arti- 
cle of the treaty of the eighteenth of May, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-fUUt....eeeeer sees 
For removal and subsistence and in satisfaction 
of ail claims and demands, per sixth article of 
the treaty of the eighteenth of May, eighteen 
hundred and fifty- fours. esse veer cree cece onnes 
For detraying the expeuses of the Creek delega- 
tion now in the city of Washington, and with 
whom a treaty has lately been concluded .... 


Creeks. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the seventh of August, 
seventeen hundred and ninety s.sees seers 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the sixteenth of June, 
eighteen hundred and twO..sssecseee sees eres 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the wwenty-fourtb of 
January, eighteen hundred and twenty-six. ... 

For permanent provision for blacksmith and as- 
sistant, stipwiated in the eighth article of the 
treaty of the twenty-fourth of January, eigh- 
teen hundred and twenty-siXeeceseereene ress 

For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shops, stipulated in the eighth article of the 
treaty of the twenty-fourth of January, eigh- 
teen hundred and tWenty-SÎX....sesersrsrere 

For eighteenth of twenty in aliments for the 
pay of two blacksmiths and assistants, stipu- 
lated in the thirteenth article of the treaty of 
the twenty fourth of March, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-tWO.srees 

For eighteenth of twenty installments for iron 
and steel for shops, stipulated in the thirteenth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-fourth of 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-tWo..... 

For permanent provision for the pay ofa wheel- 
wright, stipulated in the eighth article of the 
treaty of the twenty-fourth of January, eigh- 
teen hundred and tWenty SIX ceeee reece en eree 

| For twenty-fourth of thirty-three instaliments for 

| education, stipulated in the thirteenth article 
| of the treaty of the twenty-fourth of Mareh, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, 
and fourth article of the treaty of the fourth of 
| January, eighteen hundred aud forty-five.. 
| For eleventh of twenty installments for educa- 

: tion, stipulated in the fourth article ofthe fourth 

| of January, eighteen hundredand forty five... 

i 
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| For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleasure 

of the President, stipulated in the fifth article 

of the treaty of the fourteenth of February, 
i eigbteen hundred and thirty three. sses. 
| Foriron and steel for shop, during the pleasure 
| of the President. stipulated in the fifth article 
| of the treaty of the fourteenth of February, 
i eighteen hundred and thirty-three sees sseeese 
! For wagon-maker, during the pleasure of the 
President, stipulated in the fifth article of the 
treaty of the fourteenth of February, eighteen 
; _ hundred and thirty-three. jet eiares eae 
| For agricultural implements, during the pleasure 
; of the President, stipulated in the eighth arti- 
ele of the treaty of the twenty-fourth of Janu- 

ary, eighteen hundred and twenty- SiXeeve vee 


piwas 840 00 


270 00 


600 00 


2,000 00 


1864. 


E. 


For education, during the pleasure of the Presi- 
dent, stipulated in the fifth article of the treaty 
of the fourteenth of February, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-three... iese... ea 

Fur the expenses of runsing and marking the 
eastern boundary Jine of the Creek country 
west Of the Arkansas. .....cccccecnecccceee 


Delawares. 


eighty 
dollars at five per centum, being the value of 
thirty-six sections of land set apart by treaty of 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, for educa- 
tion, stipulated in resolution of the Senate of 
the nineteenth of January, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-eight. .cascccsenscccsceteeven eves 


Florida Indians, or Seminoles. 

For eleventh of fifteen installments in goods, 
stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of 
the fourth of January, eighteen hundred and 
E A visis ve ced T OE 

For cleventh of fifteen installments in. money, 
stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of 
the fourth of January, eighteen hundred and 
forty-five, and fourth article of the treaty of the 
ninth of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
UDULLY-CWO cee cae cece even sscusecaeeeeteeeoses 


Towas. 

For interest on one hundred and fifty-seven thou- 
sand five bundred dollars, at five per centum, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
the nineteenth of October, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-eight.. sesesesssneresesovessssnsee 


Kansas. 


For interest on two hundred thousand dollars, at 
five per centum, stipulated iu the second arti- 
cle of the treaty of the fourteenth of January, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six.......... e006 


Mianies. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-third of Oc- 


tober, eighteen hundred and twenty-six...... 25,000 00 


For permanent provision for blacksmith and as- 
sistant, stipulated in the fifth article of the 
treaty of the sixth of October, eighteen bun- 
dred and Cighteen.... cc cescesseeeesenen cee 

For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shop, stipulated in the fifth article of the treaty 
of the sixth of October, eighteen hundred and 
LIgIMECN,.esosesoesessesoesreocreseososoereo 

For permanent provision for pay of miller, in lieu 
of gunsmith, stipulated in the fifth article of the 
treaty of the sixth of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighteen, and the fifth article of the 
treaty of the twenty-fourth of October, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-four .......cecee ces 

For fourteenth of twenty installments in money, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
the twenty-eighth of November, eighteen hun- 
dred and fOrty ceeccevcrccacrsneeccenenvccens 


Eel Rivers, (Miamies.) 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty jof the third of August, 
seventeen hundred and ninety-five..see. scree 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the twenty-first of 
August, cighteen hundred and five.........64 

Por permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the thirtieth of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and nin€....seeeee ones 


Menomonees. 


For nineteenth of twenty installments as annu- 
ity, in money, stipulated in the second article 
of the treaty of the third of September, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-SixX.ccecscsercesecees 

For nineteenth of twenty installments for two 
blacksmiths and assistants, stipulated in the 
second article of the treaty of the third of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and thirty-six ..... 

For nineteenth of twenty installments for iron 
and sieel for shops, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the third of September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six...... . 

For nineteenth of twenty installments for the 
purchase of provisions, stipulated in the sec- 
ond article of the treaty of the third ef Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-six......... 

For nineteenth of twenty installments for the 
purchase of two thousand pounds of tobacco, 
Stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
the third of September, eighteen hundred and 
CAIY-SIX 6 cose ieee eilees oct cbt seaecee pew els 

For nineteenth of twenty installments for farm- 
ing utensils and cattle, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the third of September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six... ..ssseees 

For nineteenth of twenty installments for thirty 
barrels of salt, stipulated in the second article 
of the treaty of the third of September, eigh- 
teen hundred and Mirty-siX. sc. cece ee ee sens 

For third of fifteen installments for pay of miller, 
stipulated in the fourth articie of the treaty of 
the eighteenth of October, eighteen hundred 
and forty-eight......6.5 
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Navajos. 
For, fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Nava- 


2343 


jos, pursuant to the requirements of the tenth ~ 


article of the treaty of September ninth, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-nine. ........cecn eens 


. Omahas. 

For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the fifteenth of Juty, 
eighteen hundred and thirty.........iseee eee 

For iron and steel for shops, during the pleasure 
ofthe President, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the fifteenth of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty. . 

For fulfilling the stipu in the 
fifth article of the treaty of the sixteenth of 
March, eighteen hundred and fifty-four...... 

For surveying and marking the boundary of the 
reservation of land stipulated in the firstarticle 
of the treaty of the sixteenth of March, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-four.......cceesescese 


Ottoes and Missourias. 

For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the fifteenth of July, 
eighteen hundred and thirty......e.seeeeeace 

For iron and steel for shop, during the pleasure 
of the President, stipulated in the fourth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of the fifteenth of July, 
eighteen hundred and thirty 

For fulfilling the stiputations contaiued in the 
fifth article of the treaty of the fifteenth of 
March, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, sss.. 

For surveying and marking the boundary of the 
reservation of land stipulated in the first ar- 
ticle of the treaty of the fifteenth of March, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four....s.ssecees 


Ottowas. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the third of August, 
seventeen hundred and ninety-five.........06 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the seventeenth of No- 
vember, eighteen bundred and seven........ 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the seventeenth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and eighteen...... 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of 
August, eighteen hundred and twenty-one... 


Ottowas and Chippewas. 

For the Jast of twenty installments in money, 
stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty of 
the twenty-eighth day of March, eighteen 
hondred and thirty-six... cc. ccc ee eee ees 

For interest, to be paid as annuity, on two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, at six per cent. per an- 
num, stipulated in the resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the twentieth of May, eighteen bun- 
dred and thirty-six... sinik rarae An Erea 

For education for twenty years, and during the 
pleasure of Congress, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six....,. 

For missions for twenty years, and during the 
pleasure of Congress, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-six...... 

For vaccine matter, medicines, and pay of phy- 
sicians, so Jong as the {Indians remain on their 
reservations, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of the twenty-eighth of March, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty six..............- 

For the last of twenty installments for the pur- 
chase of provisions, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-sixe...... 

For the last of twenty installments for the pur- 
chase of six thousand five hundred pounds of 
tobacco, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of the twenty-eighth of March, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-SİXssesessassssesesessosee 

For the last of twenty installments for the pur- 
chase of one hundred barrels of sait, stipulated 
in the fourth article of the treaty of the twenty- 
eighth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
SiKsssrosressssssesecsorosssusasessevacerseo 

For the last of twenty installments for the pur- 
chase of five hundred fish-barrela, stipulated in 
the fourth article of the treaty of the twenty- 
eighth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
BAX. -avesetcascca en eeed eaves sveacdecesceces 

For three blacksmiths for twenty years, and dur- 
ing the pleasure of Congress, stipulated in the 
seventh article of the treaty of the twenty- 
eighth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 

For iron and steel for shop for twenty years, and 
during the pleasure of Congress, stipulated in 
the seventh article of the treaty of the twenty- 
eighth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 

For gunsmith for shop for twenty years, and dur- 
ing the pleasure of Congress, stipulated in the 
seventh article of the treaty of the twenty- 
eighth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 

For iron and steal for shop for twenty years, and 
during the pleasure of Congress, stipulated in 
the seventh article of the treaty of the twenty- 
eighth of March, eighteen bundred and thirty- 

For two farmers and assistants, during the pleas- 
ure of the President, stipulated in the seventh 
article of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty ix.... c+. 
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For two mechanics, during the pleasure of thé. 


President, stipulated ın the seventh article of 
. the treaty of the twenty-eighth of March, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-six. cess iseccceseuee 


Osages. 

For seventeenth of twenty installments äs ane 
nuity, stipulated in the second article of thé 
treaty of the eleventh of January, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-nin€........0..cceen esas 

For seventeenth of twenty installments for two 
smiths’ establishments, stipulatéd in the second 
article of the treaty of the eleventh of January, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine s.s essee... 

For interest on sixty-nine thousand one hundred 
and twenty dollars, at five per centum, being 
the valuation of fifty-four sections of land, set 
apart by the treaty of the second of June, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-five, for educa- 
tional purposes, per resolution of the. Senaté 
of the nineteenth of January, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-cighte..cccccscreecctacesecceesene 


Pawnees. 

For agricultural implements, during the pleasure 
of the President, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the ninth of October, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-three... cc cecceeeeceneee 


Pottawatomies of Huron. 


“1,200 60 


20,000 00 


2,000 00 


3,456 00 


1,000 00 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second . 


article of the treaty of the seventeenth of No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and seven...asevee 


Pottawatomies. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in.the fourth 
article of the treaty of the third of August, 
seventeen hundred and ninety-five..........5 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
arucle of the treaty of the thirtieth of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and nine.........eeee 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the second of October, 
eighteen hundred and eighteen........ese008 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the twentieth of Sep- 
teinber, eighteen hundred and twenty-eight... 

For life annuity to chiet, stipulated in the second 
urticle of the treaty of the twentieth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and twenty-eight... 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth ofJuly, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine..........6 

For life annuity to chiefs, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the twentieth of Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-two........5 

For the last of twenty installments’as annuity; 
stipulated in the third article of the treaty of 
the twenty-sixth of September, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-three. ..ccsecsccecsenseesecee 

For life annuity to chiefs, stipulated in the third 
article of the treaty of the twenty-sixth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and thirty-three... < 

For the last of twenty installments, as annuity, 
stipulated in the second supplemental article 
of the treaty of the twenty-sixth of September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-three... ..eceuee 

For education, during the pleasure of Congress, 
stipulated in the third article of the treaty of 
the sixteenth of October, eighteen hundred and 
LWENTY-SIX co cccccccccecccccaceoctnccsaceoon 

For permanent provision for blacksmith and as- 
sistant, stipulated in the third article of the 
treaty of the sixteenth of October, eighteen 
bundred and twenty-SiX...sescescereesnaeces 

For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shop, stipulated in the third article of the treaty 
of the sixteenth of October, eighteen hundred 
and tWenty-SÌX. s.s.s oces 

For education, during the pleasure of Congress, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty 
of the twentieth of September, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-eight..cccseesecseereeereuee 

For permanent provision for the payment in 
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money, in lieu of tobacco, stipulated in the . 


second article of the treaty of the twentieth 
of September, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
eight, and the tenth article of the treaty of the 
fiih of June, eighteen hundred and forty-six, 
For permanent provision for blacksmith. and as- 
sistant, stipulated in the second article of the 
treaty of the twentieth of September, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-eight.........eeceeseoer 
For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shop, stipulated in the second artiele of the 
treaty of the twentieth of September, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-€ight...... seve sceeeeree 
For permanent provision for blacksmith and as- 
sistant, stipulated in the second article of the. 
treaty of the twenty-ninth of July, eighteen 
hundred and tWeNty-Nine..c.sccevereceaeeees 
For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shop, stipulated in the second article of the 
treaty of the twenty-ninth of July, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-nine. .s.esesesseveseereo 
For permanent provision for the purchase of fifty 
barrels of salt, stipulated in the second article 
of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of July, eigh- 
teen hundred and twenty-nine. cess ecceassnee 
For education, during the pleasure of Congress, 
stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty of 
the twenty-seventh of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-two....... 
For interest on six hundred and forty-three thou- 
sand dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in 
the seventh article of the treaty of the fifth of 
June, eighteen hundred and forty-SiX...+reee 


Quapaws. _ . 
For education, during the pleasure of the Presi- 


300 00 


720 00 


220 00 


1,440 00 


440 60 


250 00 


2,000 00 


92,150 00 
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dent, stipulated in the third article of the treaty 
of the thirteenth of May, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-three, sses es 
For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 
üre of the President, stipulated in the third 
arucle of the treaty of the thirteenth of May, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-three... ..eeeeeaee 
For iron and steel for shop, during the pleasure 
of the President, stipulated in the third article 
of the treaty of the thirteenth of May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-three... cc cies ee eee w eee 
For. pay of farmer, during the pleasure of the 
President, stipulated in the third article of the 
treaty of the thirteenth of May, eightcen hun- 
dred and thirty-three. . 


Rogue Rivers. : 

For the first of sixteen installments in blankets, 
clothing, farming utensils, and stock, stipulated 
in the third article of the treaty of the tenth of 
September, eighteen hundred and fifty-three... 
For the purchase of agricultural implements, 
elotbing, and such other articles as may be 
deemed conducive to the comfort and ne- 
cessities of said Indians, and for the expenses 

+ of such permanent improvements as may have 
been made by claimants to land on the reserve 
named in the second article of the treaty stipu - 
lated in the third article of the treaty of the 
tenth of September, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
Ure voce eee cease 
For payment for the property of the whites de- 
stroyed during the late war, stipulated in the 
third article of the treaty of the tenth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and fifty-three...... 
For compensation and expenses of commissioners 
stipulated in the third article of the treaty of 
the tenth of September, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-three... aves tetera bre a AE RAS ORREN 
For the erection of three dweliing- houses for the 
principal chiefs of said tribes, stiputated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of the tenth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and fifty-three. 


Six Nalions of New York. 
For permanent annuity, stipulated in the sixth 


article of the treaty of the eleventh of Novem- 
ber, seventeen hundred and ninety-Tour... 6.6 
Senecas of New York. 

For permanent annuity, in Heu of interest on 
stock, per act of the nineteenth of February, 
eighteen hundred and Witty ONG. ccreeeeeeeee 

For interest, in Jien of investment, on seventy- 
five thousand dollars, at five per centum, per 
act of twenty-seventh of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and LOrty-SiX cee cece eee eee eran voro 

Stockbridges. 

For interest on sixteen thousand five hundred 
dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in the 
ninth article of the treaty of the twenty-fourth 
of November, eighteen hundred and forty- 

Sioux of Mississippi. 

For interest on three hundred thousand dollars, 
at five per centum, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of 
September, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, 

For cighteenth of twenty installments as annuity 
in goods, stipulated in the second article of the 
treaty of the twenty-ninth of September, 
eighteen hundred and UWiirty-seven ssas cee 

For eighteenth of twenty in Iments for the 
purebase of medicines, agrientmyal imple- 
ments, and stock, and for support of farmers, 
physicians, and blacksmith, stipulated in the 
second article of the treaty of the twenty-ninth 
of September, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
seven.. srsser 

For eighteenth of twenty installments tor the 
purchase of provisions, stipulated in the see 
ond article of the treaty of the twenty niuh 
of September, cighteen hundred and thirty- 
SEVEN asas eae eee rs 

Yor fourth of fifly installments, at the rate 
five per centitm, on one million three hundred 
and sixty thousand dollars, stipulated in the 
fourth article of the treaty of the twenty third 
of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty - 
ONG cea rre weve ces seer 

For fourth of fifty instaliments, at the rate of 
five per ceutum, on one hundred aud twelve 
thousand dollars, being the amountin Hert of 
the reservation setapart in the third article per 
Senate’s amendment to treaty twenty-third 
July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one.. Serer ere . 

For fourth of fifty installments, at the rate of five 
per centum, on one million one hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the fth of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one.. 

For fourth of fifty iustallaacnts, at the rate of fi 
per centum, Ou sixty-nine thousand dollars, 

being toc amount allowed in leu of the reser- 
vation of lands set apart by the third article 
per Senate’s amendment to treaty of the fifth 
of August, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one....... Wate hose 

For defraying the expenses of witnesses, mar- 
shal, attorney, notary, interpreter, and station- 
ery, and copying evidence in theinvestigation 
of the official conduct of Alexander H. Ram- 
say, late Governor of Minnesota... ..e.ee 

For servi oi tosert A. Matthews, for copying 
the proceedings and evidence in said investi- 
gation, under employment of Richard M. 
Young, one of the Commissioners: sss +644 soe 


1,000 00 


840 00 


220 00 


600 00 


2,500 00 


5,000 00 


15,000 00 


5,000 00 


1,500 00 


4,500 00 | 


6,000 00 


3,750 00 


825 00 


15,000 00 | 


10,000 00 


a5 
325 


8,250 00 


5,500 00 


68,000 00 


58,000 00 


3,450 09 


256 00 


ifi 

For paying the expenses and fees of witnesses 
summoned in said investigation, by the United 
States, at the instance of Alexander Ramsay, 


Sacs and Foxes of Missouri. 

For interest on one hundred and fifty-seven thou- 
sand four hundred dollars, at five per centum, 
stipnlated in the second article of the treaty 
of the twenty-first of October, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty SEVEN... cece eee ete eee ee eee 


Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated iu the third 
article of the treaty of the third of November, 
eighteen hundred and four... s-s... de wenaee 
For twenty-third of thirty installments, as annu- 
ity, stipulated in the third article of the treaty 
of the twenty-first of September, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-tw0.......6. 
For twenty-third of thirty installments for gun- 
smiths, stipulated in the fourth article of the 
treaty of the twenty-first of September, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-tW0O..essssessessreas 
For tweoty-third of thirty installments for iron 
and steel for shop, stipulated in the fourth arti- 
cle of the treaty of the twenty-first of Sep- 

; tember, eighteen hundred and thisty-two...., 
i For twenty-third of thirty installments tor black- 
smith and assistant, stipulated in the fourth 

+ article of the treaty of the twenty-first of Sep- 
Í tember, eighteen hundred and thirty-two..... 
| For twenty-third of thirty installments for iron 
and steel for shops, stipulated in the foorth 
article of the treaty of the twenty-first of Sep- 

i tember, eighteen hundred and thirty-two..... 
| For twenty-third of thirty installments for forty 
barrels of salt, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the twenty-first of September, 
eighteen hundred and Unirly-LWO. s.r ec eeeeee 
i For twenty third of thirty installments for forty 
i kegs of tobacco, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the twenty-first of September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two. ssc eceeceees 
For interest on two hundred thousand dollars, at 
five per centum, stipulated in the second arti- 
ele of the treaty of the twenty-first of Octo- 
ber, cighteen hundred and thirty-seven... ... 
For interest on eight hundred thousand dollara, 
at five per centum, stipulated in the second 
article of the treaty of the eleventh of Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and forty-two...... eee 
For paymeut to Thompson Connoly and James 
Connoly, chifdren of John Connoty, deceased, 


Shawnees. 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the third of August, 
seventeen hundred avd ninety: five...... cee 

For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the twenty ninth of 
September, eighteen hundred and seventeen.. 


Senecas and Shawnees. 


For permanent annuity, stipulated in the fourth 
article of the treaty of the seventeenth of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and eighteen. ...... 

For blacksmith and assistant, during the pleas- 

i} ure of the President, stipulated in the fourth 

article of the treaty of the twentieth of July, 
| eighteen hundred and Mhirty-One...ccseeeeees 

i For iron and steel for shops, during Wwe pleasure 

| of the President, stipulated in the fourth arti- 

ele of the treaty of the twentieth of July, eigh- 
| teen hundred and thirty-ONEssssssssesosroseo 


Senecas. 

Vor permanent annuily, stipulated in the fourth 

artele of the treaty of the twenty-ninth of 
} September, eighteen hundred and seventeen.. 
| For permanent annuity, stipwated in the fourth 
| artele ofthe treaty of the seventeenth of Sep- 
} tember, eighteen hundred and eighteen... 
Por blacksmith aud assisiaut, during the pleas- 
i ure of the President, stipulated iv the fourth 
, article of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of 
j February, eighteen bandred and thirty-one... 
pr iron and steel for shop, during the pleasure 
) of the President, stipulated in the fourth arti- 
} ese of the treaty of the twenty-cighth of Feb- 
| _ ruary, eighteen hundred and thirty-one...... k 
i For pay of miHer, duriug the pleasure of the 
President, stipulated in the fonrrh 
the treaty of the twenty eighth of 
eighteen hundred aud thirty 

Stockbridges. 

: Forthe removal of the Stoekbridge Indians to 
i the country west of the Mississippi river, 
! which has heen selected for and approved by 
them, and for subsistence for ane year, stipu- 
lated in the uh article of the treaty of 
i twenty-fourth November, eighteen huadred 
Fp Olid iornyeights.s.essissrssosesstacsoransisse 


i y 
fi Umpgquas, (Cow-Creek Band.) 
Hi For first of twenty installments in blankets, 
io clothing, provisions, and stock, stipulated in 
‘the irdarticle of the treaty of the pineteenth 
i or September, eighteen hundred aud fifty- 
three... ab sine 

i; Bor the purchase of blankets, clothing, and 
f goods, stipulated in the first clause of the third 
| icle of the treaty of nineteenth September, 

eighteen hundred and fifty-three.. 
For ihe erection of two dwelling houses 

ing and fencing a field, and purchasing seeds, 
| stipulated in the fourth article of the treaty of 
| tbe nineteenth of September, eighteen hun- 
} dred and ALiy-TrEe! wee c eevee sess ccceeeeeens 


S 


350 -00 


7,370 00 


1,000 00 


20,009 00 


600 00 | 


220 00 | 


840 00 


220 00 


200 00 


800 00 


10,000 00 


40,000 00 
200 00 


1,000 00 


2,000 00 


1,000 00 


840 00 


220 00 


p 


500 00 


500 00 


840 00 


320 00 


600 00 | 


7,000 00 | 


550 00 || 


1,000 00 i} 


1,009 00 


Utahs. 

Fer fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Utahs, 
pursuant to the requirements of the eighth 
article of the treaty of December thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine........ 


Wyandots. 


! For permanent annuity, stipulated in the third 


arlicle of the treaty of the seventeenth of 
March, eighteen hundred and forty-two...... 
For permanent pivvision for blacksmith and as- 
sistant, stipulated in the eighth article of the 
treaty of the seventeenth of March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two.....+ 
For permanent provision for iron and steel for 
shop, stipulated in the eighth article of the 
treaty of the seventeenth of March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two..,... 
For permanent provision for education, 
lated in the fourth article of the treaty of the 
seventeenth of Mareh, eighteen hundred and 
LOLTY-UWO sc cree eee TEELE LET 


Winnebagoes. 

For twenty-sixth of thirty installments as unnu- 
ity, stipulated in the second article of, the 
treaty of the first of August, eighteen bundred 
and twenty-nine. 

For twenty-third of twenty-seven installments 
aa annuity, stipulated in the third article of the 
treaty of the fifteenth of September, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-tW0O.s.sesesessosseserora 


| For twenty-sixth of thirty installments, for the 


purchase of fifty barrels of salt, stipulated in 
the second article of the treaty of the first of 
August, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine... 
For twenty-sixth of thirty installments, for the 
purchase of three thousand pounds of tobacco, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of 
the first of August, cighteeu hundred and 
UWENLY-MINC eee eee e eee center se eeee recrean 
For twenty-third of twenty-seven installments, 
for ihe purehase of one thousand five hundred 
pounds of tobacco, stipulated in the fifth arti- 
cle of the treaty of the fifteenth of September, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-tW0..ecee sevens 
For twenty-sixth of thirty installments for three 
blacksmiths and assistants, stipulated ja the 
third article of the treaty of the first of August, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine. 
For twenty-sixth of thirty installments for iron 
and steel forshop, stipulated in the third article 
of the treaty of the firstof August, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-Hin .cccrc cree reen veneers 
For twenty-sixth of thirty installments, for labor- 
ers and oxen, stipulated in the third article of 
the treaty of the first of August, eighteen bun- 
dred and twenty-Nin@ sees cece cseees ovens 
For tweuty- third of twenty-seven installments 
for education, stipulated in the fourth article of 
the treaty of fifteenth September, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-tWO........cc ee cee eens 
For twenty third of twenty-seven installments for 
six agriculturists, purchase of oxen, plows, 
and other implements, stipulated in the fifth 
article of the treaty of the fifteenth of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-two..ceereee 
For twenty-third of twenty-seven installments 
for pay of two physicians, stiptlated in the fifth 
article of the treaty of the filleenth of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and thirty-two... eee 
For interest ou one million one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, at five per centum, stipulated in 
the fourth article of the treaty of the first of 
November, eighteen hundred and thirty seven, 


ETET 


| For interest on eighty-five thousaud dollars, at 


five per centum, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the thirteenth of October, eigh - 
teen hundred and forty six...... 
For the expenses of negotiating treaties with, 
and making presents of goods and provisions 
to, the Indian tribes in the ‘ferritory of Oregon, 
For the expe s of negotiating treaties with, 
and making presents of goods aud provisions 
to, Indian tribes in the Territory of Washing- 
ton.. 
For the 


vith, and 
ions to, the 


1g pe 
Indian Wibes in the Territory of Ulah......ee 


nts of goods and pro 


For the expenses of negotiating treaties with, and 
making presents of goods aud provisions to, the 
Apache, Navajo, and Utah Indians, in the 
Territory of New Mexicossa. 

For the expenses of holding a council with, and 
making presents of goods and provisions to, 
the Blackfeet, Gros Ventres, and other wild 
tribes of Indians immediately within or adja- 
cent to the eastern boundary of Washington 


5,000 00 


17,500 00 


840 00 


270 00 


500 00 


18,000 00 


10,000 00 


250 00 


600 00 


300 00 


2,160 00 


660 00 


365 00 


3,000 00 


2,500 00 


400 00 


55,000 00 


4,250 00 


68,000 00 


45,000 00 


45,000 00 


30,000 00 


TERU s casas is a 80,000 00 
To pay Andrew Taylor for hi 

hundred and forty acres of land at Citico Old- 

town, on the waters of the Tennessee river, 

fonrteen thonsand seven hundred and twenty 

dollars, with interest from the twenty-third 

day of August, eighteen hundred and forty- 

UDTOC cee cece cece nitie nanna naand Indefinite. ] 
For the expenses of making presents of agricul- 

tural implemenis and farming utensils to the 

bands of the Pueblo {ndians in the Territory 

of New Mexico .........065 . 10,000 00 
For adjusting difficulties and preventi 

breaks among the Indians in Oregon Terri- 

LOTV see eee cee eee Kys . esaesa es 10,000 00 
For general incidental expenses of the Indian 

service in Oregon Territory,.s..essse essees o 10,000 00 


! For expenses of insurance and transportation of 


annuities payabie to Indian tribes in the Terri- 
tory Of OLOZODescccscerscanes ssencasenve eens 


3,000 00 


1864. 
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For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in Washington Territory.........0005 15,000 00 
For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in the Territory of New Mexico....., 25,000 00 
For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in the Territory of Utah............. 20,000 00 
For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in the Territory of Utah during the 
year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four. ..... cece cece ceseseveeecees 10,000 00 
For general incidental expenses of the Indian 
service in Washington Territory for six months 
ending June thiruieth, eighteen hundred and 
Tht | AEFT T PERE E EENET 
For payment of balance due for transportation of 
presents, goods, aud provisions 10 the Ca- 
manches, Kioways, and other Indians on the 
Arkansas river..... Gee 
To pay for certain goods borrowed by late agent, 
J. S. Watrous, to fulfill treaty stipulations with 
the Chippewas, to be replaced out of annuity 
goods, but which, with the agency building, 
were consumed by fire in May, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-three... cece cceseeseescucveus 
For payment in full to the Winnebago nation of 
Indians of certain unexpended balances of ap- 
propriations under various treaties, on account 
ofannuities, education, provisions, goods, &c., 40,004 69 
For payment of balance found due the Creek In- 
dians for losses sustained during the war with 
Great Britain, by that portion of the tribe who 
were friendly to and coéperated with the Uni- 
ted States, in addition to the appropriation of 
the thirtieth of August, eighteen hundred and 
PY ALE TE einen eno biissiewee cules 
For payment to certain Creek Indians for their 
individual reserves, sold with the approbation 
of the Secretary of War, in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs having received the considera- 
tiou for the use of said Indians in certificates 
of deposit on the Planters and Mechanics? 
Bank of Columbus, Georgia, which, tailing 
while said certificates were in the hands of the 
Conimissioner, became lost to said Indians... 


Texas Indians. 


For compensation to three special agents and 

four interpreters for the Indian tribes of Texas, 

and for the purchase of presents............. 15,000 00 
For the expenses of making the necessary se- 

Isctions and surveys of land to accommodate 

the Indians residing within the State of Texas, 

agreeably to arrangements authorized by an 

act of the Legislature of that State, allowing 

the requisite jurisdiction of the Government 

of the United States for such purposes, and 

for concentrating and subsisting them, and 

furnishing suitable stock cattle, agricultural 

implements, seeds, and other necessary arti- 

cles incident thereto... ...cccceceeseveevecess 86,430 00 


Miscellaneous. 

For the second and third of ten installments of 

provisions and merchandise, in addition to 

former appropriations, for payment of annu- 

ities and transportation of same to certain 

tribes of Indians, per seventh article of the 

treaty at fort Laramie of seventeenth of Sep- 

tember, eighteen hundred and fifty-one...... 24,000 00 
For the fourth of ten installments in provisions 

and merchandise, for payment of annuities 

and transportation of the same to certain 

tribes of Indians, per seventh article of the 

weaty at Fort Laramie of seventeenth of Sep- 

tember, eighteen hundred and fifty-one...... 72,000 00 
For surveying and marking boundary lines of 

such tract or tracts of land as may be provided 

under the stipulations of the amendments of 

the Senate to the treaties of twenty third July 

and fifth August, eighteen hundred and fifty- 

one, with the Sioux Indians.. 
For expenses of negotiating treaties of the tenth 

of September, eighteen hundred and fifty- 

three, with the Rogue River Indians, and of 

the nineteenth of September, eighteen hundred 

and fifty-three, with the Cow-Creek band of -> 

Umpqua Indians...cecseseveneevecerceseree 5,000 00 
For continuing the collection and for publishing 

the statistics and other information authorized 

by the act of third of March, eighteen hundred 

and forty-seven, and subsequent acts ...,..... 20,900 00 
For defraying the expenses of continuing the re- 

moval and subsistence of Indians in Califor- 

nia, three military reservations, in accordance 

With the plan submitted by the superintendent 

of Indian affairs of that State, and approved by 

the President... ccecvceecncereceeeceee senses 200,000 00 
For general incidental expenses of the Indian 

service in California, embracing expenses of 

travel of the superintendent aud agent, &e.... 
For payment to David Carter, as an emigrant, of 

the amount of his improvements, valued under 

the treaty with the Cherokees, in eighteen 

hundred and twenty-eight, in pursuance of the 

sixth article thereof . 6... cee ee cence cen eee sees 
For payment to A. V. Brown and others, Chick- 

asaw traders, for ransom of George W. and 

Meredith Wilson, from the Camanche Indians, 

and to reward the services of persons engaged 

in that service ........-.--.6 4+ see ceeeane eee 
To enable the President to negotiate a treaty with 

the Indians in Michigan, and to ehange the 

terms of existing treaties .. . 
To enable the President to cause to be fulfilled 

the stipulations of the ninth and tenth articles 

of the weaty with the Sacs and Foxes, and 

other tribes of Indians, coneluded on the fif- 

teenth July, one thousand eight hundred and 


5,000 00 


1,200 00 


4,136 03 


£58 10 


2,600 00 


1,200 00 


25,000 00 


2,826 50 


1,000 00 


10,000 00 


thirty, by causing said reserved tracts to besur- 
veyed and allotted to the persons property en- 
titled to the saime, in fee-simple, in such man- 
ner and under such rules and regulations as he 
may prescribe; and to defray the expenses of 
INE SAME... 5. sees cerecees sees rere eer ees 
To pay such Cherokees as were omitted. in the 
census taken by D. W. Siler, but who were 
included and paid under the act of July, eigh- 
teen hundred und forty-eight, the same per 
capita allowance that was paid the other In- 
diaus under that distribution, provided the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall be satis- 
fied that they ought to be included in said per 
Capita distribution... ccc. cc cc cce sec esea 
To enable the Secretary of the Interior to settle 
and pay the award of commissioners on file for 
reservations, preérmptions, and for rents and 
improvements under the twelfth, thirteenth, 
and sixteenth articles of the Cherokee treaty 
of twenty-ninth December, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-five, in pursuance of the stipulations 
ofthe third article ofthe treaty of Augusteighth, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six,............{indefinite.] 


10,922 29 


5,000 00 


95,258,146 31 


By the act making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United 
States for the year ending the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five. 


For invalid pensions, under various acts ......$312,500 00 
For pensions to widows and orphans, under acts 

of the fourth of July, one thousand eight hun- 

dred and thirty-six, and twenty-first of July, 

one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight ...96,000 00 
For pensions to widows, under acts of the sev- 

enth of July, one thousand eight hundred and 

thirty-eight, third of March, one thousand 

eight hundred and forty-three, and seventeenth 

of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 

FOUL cece ce ceeensreeeeerenseecrsecsaceeserees 10,000 00 
For pension ta widows, under acts of the second 

of February, one thousand eight hundred and 

forty-eight, and twenty-ninth of July, one 

thousand eight hundred and forty-eight....... 56,060 00 
For pensions and baif: pay to widows and orphans, 

under act of the third of February, one thou- 

sand eight hundred and fifty-three........... 876,200 00 


$850,700 00 


By the act making appropriations for licht-houses, 
light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
erection and establishment of the same, and for 
other purposes. 


Maine. 

For rebuilding light-houses and keeper’s dwell- 
ing on Petit Menan Island. ...... eee. ee ee eee Gd5,000 00 
For rebuilding light-house on Baker’s Island.... 5,000 00 
For rebuilding light-house on Franklin Island... 5,000 00 

For procuring ituminating apparatus, and com- 

pleting light-house tower and buildings, au- 
thorized to be builton Boone Island. 
For an iron bel!-boat, to be stationed to mark 
AIdGN’S FOCK cece ese ee eee eee e ee cese erence 
For fog-signal, and dwelling for keeper, near 
Manheigin light-hotse. .......... cece eee 
For harbor-light on or near breakwater at Port- 
For completion of beacon on Buck ledge, Penob- 
scot river, in addition to five hundred dollars 
already appropriated. ...sessssseseesesorerae 
For restoring the two other stone beacons on Pe- 
NODSCOt tiver; ssai eee eee ec eee ee eee ee 
For fog-signals on Mount Desert Rock and Ma- 
tinieus light-houses..........646 + 5,000 00 
For buoys for the waters on the coast of Maine, 
viz: St. Croix river, near the, breakwater, 
Portland, Maine, and for beacons, and buoys 
at other important points in the St. Croix, 
Kennebec, and Penobscot rivers, &@... 6.5005 
For light on pier-head at Kennebunk harbor... 
For a light-house to mark the eastern extremity 
10 Edgemoggin Reach, to be placed upou such 
point as may be determined, upon careful ex- 
amination and survey.......csses 
For beacons to mark ledges in Castine harbor, 
Main€.. cece cecreecee ret eens creeesernseceaes 
For a beacon on a ledge in St. Croix river, about 
four miles below the tewn of Calais, and a 
light- house upon Big Island at the mouth of 
St. Croix river .sesereeeees 
For a light-house on or near the Widow’s {sl- 
and, at the eastern entrance of Fox Island 
UOTOURNLATE. ce eee cece en cece teers ce eees ees 
For a light house at the entrance of the thor- 
oughfare of Isle au Haute.. 
Fora light-house on Southern Island, at the en- 
trance of Tenant’s harbor, in the town of St. 
GeOMge eee cess ee cence een cette teste a cnees 
For a light-house at the entrance of Winter har- 
bor, in Goldsburgh.........0+ 
For the erection of two beacons in West Pas- 
samaquoddy bay, to mark the channel over 
the bar at the Western entrance ..........005 
For a beacon on harbor ledge, a spindle on Seal 
ledges, a spindle on ship-yard ledge, a spindle 
on Lowell’s rock, and a buoy on Ram Island 
ledge, in Rockport harbor, Camden... sses 
For a light-touse on Noddle’s Island, at the en- 
trance to the harbor of Castine and Brooks- 


19,973 00 
5,000 00 
3,500 00 
3,500 00 


2,000 00 
1,000 00 


2,000 00 | 
500 00 


6,000 00 | 
5,000 00 


9,000 00 


5,000 00 
5,000 00 


a i 
4,500 00 | 
4,500 00 | 


3,000 00 Í 


6,000 00 


4,500 00 


Ville€.sssosessesesessvuosesearearieocssecirse 


Fora day-mark or beacon on Trott’s ledge, about 
one mile from the entrance to Castine and 
Brooksville harbor.c..ec ce ecesdacvecnsvssvae 

For a light-house at Dry Point, on Lineken’s 
Neck, on the westerly side of the Damariscotta 


TIVOL sie's soso saeco T bina os sie bebee needa 


For a light-house on Wood Island... ese seese 


Massachusetts, 


For continuation of the work on foundation and 
light-heuse buildings on the: rocks called 
BOW and PINS: serep sst seiss s Eear T Ers ds 

For rebuilding light-house at Gay head and fit- 
ting it with first order illumiuating apparatus, 

For the erection of a light-house and -keeper’s 
dwelling on Egg Rock Island, near Nahant, 
being the sum appropriated for this object Sep- 
pare twenty-eight, eighteen hundred and 

For the removal of the light-house at Truro, 
(highlands,) Cape Cod, to a proper site, and 
for fitting. the same with the most approved 
illuminating apparatus, and to serve as substi- 
tute for three lights at Nansett beach......... 

For the preservation of the site of Billingegate 
Island light-house, (Wellfleet). .cosssecenees 

For rebuilding the light-house at Brant’s Point, 
Nantucket. 5 E AE AE REE abe seiedwetye oevess 

For large fog-belJs for light-vessels in the Vine- 
yard sound, in exchange for the small ones 
now in use on board of these vessels......... 

For four iron twelve-pounder guns and equip- 
meits for fog-signals on board of light-vessets 
in Vineyard sOUNnd......ceceeecaeeeevreeeans 

For iron buoys and buoy-boats for approaches 
to Boston bay and on Nantucket shoals..... ” 

For a light-house and keeper’s house on or near 
the Point of Rocks, Westport, Massachu- 


SOUS cece nst iiei osadest nises 


For a light-house on the spit situated at the en- 
trance of the Narrows, Boston harbor.....0.. 
For the erection of a day-beacon, sixty feet high, 
on Point Alderton bar, on the south side of 
the entrance to Light-House channel... sse 
For placing buoys in the New Bedford collec- 
tion district, on rock at the mouth of Monu- 
ment river; on Bourne’s flat, at the turn of 
the channel above Siah’s point; one between 
the last named and Bournc’s neck; one at 
each end of Pismire bed ; one on rock in chan- 
nel of Dartmouth river; one on Cow Rock 
ledge ; and one on rock in Phinney’s passage, 


Vermont. 
For two small lights to be placed on the pier at 
Burlington wo casa cecccccncereveensessensnecs 
Fora fog signal at Juniper Island light-honse, 
Lake Champlain....cccccsensecetsacseecees 


Rhode Island. 


For a new light-house tower and illuminating 
apparatus on Beaver Tail, and for a fog-signal, 
For rebuilding the light-house and keeper’s 
dwelling at Watch Hill, and for repairs of sea- 
wall to preserve the light-house site......... 
Fora beacon-light at Bristol Ferry...........65 
For a beacon or spindle to mark the reef extend- 
ing from Block [sland..c.cecceeccesesereeees 


Connecticut. 
For completing the beaconage and buoyage of 
the Connecticut river, as authorized by the 
act of March third, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
tHre€. sce ee ceea vores cosece 
Fora fog-bell at Saybrook light-house, Connec- 
For a beacon a gar reef, east entrance of 
Long Island Sound........ 
Fora beacon on Long Point.. 
Fora beacon on Sea Flower reef. sce sees scence 
For a fog-signal at or near Lynde Point light- 
NOUSE.. asn cece cere rece cree enenesceens 
For buoys at the eastern extremity of Watch 
Hill reef, and on Whamphasoc, entrance to 
Stonington harbor.. 
For a light-house at or near Ni 
Sound.. 
For a beacon on Black ledge, 
London harhor....s.sscescesecaneveeseravece 
For a beacon on the Whale.....cee ees eee 
For buoys in the harbor of Noank and Mystic.. 
For a light-house on Black Point, between the 
Connecticut river and New London.......e06 
For a harbor-light on the end of the break water 
AL SOuhpOrt..ssesseresserereevesrepesreeeee 
For a fog-bell atthe North Dumpling light-house, 
in place of the one now kept up at the ex- 
pense of private companies.. 


New York. 

For erecting a first-class sea-coast light-house 
tower, and fitting it with the most approved 
illuminating apparatus, near Great West bay, 
Long [sland..ccce reece ener sneer ee 

For a fog-signal, with machinery, at Linie Gull 
Island light-house 

For a fog-signal at Stony Point light-house.. 

For a beacon Hght to mark entrance to Loyd’s 
harbor, Huntingdon bay, Long [stand .....e e 

For a light-house at or near Race Point, Fisher’s 
Island, Long tsland Sound.......ceseecvreee 

Fora light-house on Horton’s Point, Long Island 
Sound ...ceceeeecen eee Le > 

For a light-honse at or near Windmill Point, 
Lake Champlain ssassacsssarres 

For a small light at north eud of Isle au Motte, 
Lake Champlain ..........- : 

Fora light house at or near Crown Point, Lake 
Champlain. .cesrcccssscveeereccenseresnnres 


30,000 00 
30,000 00 


5,000 00 


25,000 00 
2,000 00 
15,000 00 


1,500 -00 


- 2,000 00 
5,000 00 


5,000 00 
15,000 00 


18,000 00 


2,000 00 


2,000 00 
800 00 


14,500 00 
8,300 00 
1,500 00 
2,000 00 


5,000 00 
1,000 00 
2,500 00 
2/500 00 
2,500 00 


800 00 


500 00 
4,000 00 
2,000 60 
2,000 00 

500 00 
5,000 00 


1,000 00 


800 00 


35,000 00 


2,500 60 
800 00 


4,000 00 
8,000 00 
4,000 00 
8,000 00 

500 00 
8,000 00 


2346 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


September, 


For nine small lights near Whitehall, in place 
of those at present Kept up by steamboat com- 
panies, Lake Champlain......e+eeseserree ee 

Tor buoys for the following points in Lake 
Champlain, viz: on Point au Fer reef, Perry’s 
reef, near Vatcour Island, on Ferris’s reef, and 
on Schuyler’s Island reef......... P ae 

For buoys in Long Island Sound, at the follow- 
ing points, viz: Hay Beach flats, Great Hog 
neck, South Hole, Little Hog neck, Midway 
bar, entrance of channel at River Head, Shelter 
Island ferry, at Neckoll’s Rocks, between Rum 
Head and Mishomac Point, at a shoal east of 
Gardiner’s Points .»se -reses cece cree cree neces 

For an iron bell-buoy on or near Shangwong 
TOCE. rc csccvecneern teen cree E 

For an iron-pile beacon on the southern part of 
the Romer shoal, New York bay...... 


New Jersey. 

For the continuation of the system of protecting 
buman life from shipwreck, as heretofore 
established, by life-boats, on the New Jersey 
COBDS R eves rasetvertanir a Soi 

For a first-class light-house, to be fitted with the 
most approved illuminating apparatus, to be 
placed in the vicinity of Absecum inlet, to 
guide navigators clear of Absecum and Brig- 
Antine SHOALS ccs cece cee eee essore erase 

For a bell buoy and a nun-buoy for Absecum 
par. Ta 

For a large buoy or buoy-boat, t 
the southwest point of the overfalls 
Lh ee ee ee ee ce 

For a first clays iron buoy, to be placed on the 
northeast part of Five Fathom bank .......06 


Delaware. 

Towards the erection of a light-house at Cross 
ledge, in place of the light-vessel at present at 
that point ..... a 

For a first-class iron buoy, to be placed on Mce- 
Crie’s shoal, mouth of Delaware bay... essee 

For a beacon light on the pier at Port Penn, Del- 
aware bay... Site SEa 

rer a beacon light on Recdy Point, Delaware 


For refitting Cape Henlopen Eght-house with 


placed on 
Delaware 


For Jight-house on or near Ship John shoals, 


Delaware Day rccscecesereeesecreser cree rene s 30,000 00 
800 00 
800 00 | 

1,815 00 : 

5,000 00 


For a fog signal to be placed at the Delaware 
Breakwater hght-hous eee 
For a fog-sigual to be placed at the 
ViBHtNOUSU sees seessareseupeerenrerersaeseno 
For banking in Reedy Island light-house, and 
preserving the site of the light house... eee. 
For a large iron bell-buay, to be placed on or near 
Fenwick Island Suoal.. cece cece eee eee eens 
For a light-house on Bower’s beach, between 
Murder Kill and Jones’s creeks, Delaware 
For a lighthouse at or near the mouth of Old 
Duck creck, on the west side of Delaware bay, 


Maryland. 

For the light-hoase on or near the Seven Foot 
Knoll, at the mouth of the Patapsco river, in 
addition to the appropriations approvedl Sep- 
tember twenty-eight, cighteen hundred nnd 
fifty, and March three, cighteen hundred and 
fifty-ONe coerce 

Por a Jight-house on Sandy Point, Chesapeake 


CT eee Ce ene 
Por a higit house on Dram Point 
tuxent rivers... teree saskia 


For a light bouse on Love Point, or the extrent- 
ity of the shoal, (the northern extremity of 
Kent island,) mouth of Cf e river, Mary- 
TANG eee eens bev eresnae stone cere wees 

For buoys and stakes at the following points in 
the Great Choptank river, vias at Jamaica 
shows, Sugar Loaf, Uambrook, and Middle 
Ground, near moult: ofthe river... 


Virginia. 

For a light-house on Smith's Point shoal, mouth 
of Potomne river, in place of the Hght bouse 
on Smith’s Point, and the light vessel at pre 
placed to mark the extremity of the shoals... 

For alight house halt way between Cape Neury 
and Body's Island light-house, and on or near 
Faise Cape Henry... cee. 

For a tight on or near Y 
bay 

For bu 
York Fivereccc cece esses sence nese een teas 

For a light-ho on ihe a off Cherrystone, 
or on Sandy Point, to mark the entrance to 
Cherrystone Warbor.. case ee eee neee on 

For buoys or stakes, to be placed ia u 
peake bay on the following points, viz 
erman’s, Picketts Hole, Cherrysione 
moke flats, Hunting Creek, Deep C 
connessex, Onancock. Pungoteague £ 
dox, the Gulf, New Poist Comfort, Peanka- 
tank river, Great Wicomico river, Rappahan- 
nock river, Drum Point spit, near Stingray 
Point, and near Sinith’s Point light-vessel.... 

For buoys and stakes in the Potomac river, be- 
tween Alexandria and Georgetown..... ‘ 

For a light-house on such point as m 
termined upon, after eful examination and 
survey, to mark the e 
Yencomico rivers from the Potome 

For forty-three bu f ing the 
toms, and completing the huoyage of the Poto- 
mae river from its mouth io the port of Alex- 
EUs Ct: Srna 


1,300 00 
5,000 00 
a... 25,000 00 


20,000 00 


35,000 00 
5,000 00 | 


1,000 00 
800 00 


sess 80,000 00 
800 00 | 
750 00 | 

3,000 00 


first order iMuminating apparatus....e....ee. + 15,000 00 \ 


5,000 00 | 
5,000 00 | 


«+ 18,500 00 
8,000 00 |} 
5,000 00 | 


15,000 00 į 


1,000 00 | 


25,000 60 | 


25,000 00 | 


Ih 
G00 | For rebuilding on a prop: 


200 00 5 


5,000 00 : Fora lighthouse on Boutiwest Cape, 


3,000 00 


For buoys to be placed in suitable places in 
Matchipungo bay and its tributaries ........-- 
For a smali tight on the wharf of the naval hos- 
pital at Norfolk... .cceeeeenee cee an 500 00 
For a fog-bell to be placed near the light-house 
at Old Point Comfort, and fer a smal} light on 
the inner spit to mark the entrance to the an- 
chorage off Old Point Comfort........- 
Fora small pile Jight-house on the extremity of 
the shoal making out from Stingray Point, 
mouth of the Rappahannock river, s..seseeses 


North Carolina. 
For a pile light-house on or near Wade’s Point, 
in place of the jight-vessel at that point, which 
cannot be repaired....cccseseeeeseeeeeeeeeee 10,000 00 
For a smali beacon-light, to range with the main 
light, near Fort Macon, Beaufort, North Caro- 


1,000 00 


1,500 00 


12,000 00 


locality, and for buoys to mark the inner chan- 

nel, called the «slug, ” in addition to the ap- 

propriaion of March three, cighteen hundred 

and fifty-three, for changing tie present light 

at Cape ROMAN... ce ecece cree ee se eeeceee cere 30,000 00 
For alight house and beacon-light on the main 

land at North Edisto vice ceeeee cere essen ese ee 15,000 00 
For buoys in North Edisto inletand approaches, 500 00 
For a light-house and beacon light on the north 

point of Hunting Island, toserve as asea coast 

light, and range for tie Swash channel, in 

place of the ligit- vessel at present stationed mit 

St. Helena, and for repairing and placing that 

vessel at Combakee ÞanKk.ssossresesessee eese 30,000 00 
For a day-beacon oy busy in St. Helena sound, 800 00 
Por a first class light-vessel, to take the place of 

the present ineflicient one stationed at Mar- 

tin’s Industry, and for the repairing of the 

present vessel, (after the larger vessel is built.) 

and placing it at or near the entrance to Cali- 

bogue sound ssessssse 
Fora fight-house and beacon light on or near 

Ililton head, to guide to Port Royal harbor en- 

TANCE woes 


Georgia, 
| For iron buoys 4 cons for Tybee bar 
and Savannah river 
Por iron buoys for the Altamaha s 
LAZH cece cece eee sapesseos 
i For iron buoys for Si. € 
1) imet, Sapelo and Doboy 
the channels leading through them, and at the 
south bar of Cumberland sound.. . 
For iron buoys to be placed in the St. Mary’s 
and St Andrew's DIy..eesesnossoss seosaesso 


| Florida. 

For the erection of a lighthouse and beacon- 
light, to serve as a range for the channel across 

| the barin place of the present tight- house at 

| the mouth of St. Johws river, in addition to 

i} the balance of the appropriation, i proved 

| August thirty firs Rteen hundred and fi 

| 

| 


f 


5,000 00 


2,030 00 


two, for the preservation of the site, whieh 
to the sanie objects.. 
site, ail elevating and 
| refitting with the most approved illuminating 
apparates, the Hight house at Pensacola...... 25 
For buoys for the St. John’s bar and river e 2 
For elevating and fiting with the most approved 
illuminating apparatus the Jight-ho tower 
at Cape Florida... 


hereby made applica 15,000 00 


„090 00 
,000 00 


15,000 00 


cea shoals.. 
rbor and ap- 


proaches... kiasa 
Por a small beacon: light near or on Fort MeRea, 
PENSACOLA. cece cece cece eee ee . esaresa 
“or two large iron bu for Pensacola bar.... 
For day -beacons and buoys, to mark the chan- 
nels in Appalachicoia bay and St. George’s 
sound from Dog Island Nght-bouse. se. eeseee 
= For buoys to mark the bar of the northwest 
“i ehannelofandin Tampa bay .....- 


1,009 90 


1,000 00 


|  Appalachee bay 
i Fora beacon, buoy, or bell -boat, 


15,090 00 


} , as may be found 
most expedient, to mark the Ockioekonee 
shoal...,..-+- zie 5,080 00 


lias eserneercasiersie ss eres naese es nss. 1000-00 
For a smali beacon-iight on or near the point of 

Cape Hatteras. Leiitaeeadecvesrsssurves 1000,00 
Fora smah beac ight on Federal Point, Cape 

Fear, to range with the light-house on that 

point, and to be a substitute fer the Jight-ves- 

sel on Horse Shoe shoal E TE ET 800 00 
For buoys and stakes for Albemarle, Pamlico, 

Core, and Croatan sounds, Neuse river, Pam- 

lico river, Roanoke river, and the straits from 

Core sound to Beaufort, 2,640 00 
For a light-house on Roanoke marshes. 10,000 00 
For a pile light-house on the northwest point of 

Royal shOdl......ee veces stecevecenteseeccene 10,000 U0 

South Carolina. 

For erecting a permanent beacon, to range with 

Charleston light, for crossing the bar, as a sub- 

stitute for the present movable lantern,....... 1,000 00 | 
Por rebuilding the two beacons on Sullivan’s 

Island, and for building a keeper’s louse..... 6,000 60 
For a small beacon-Jight on Fort Sumpter, t 

Charleston Rarbor.s..sssssssessesesaesse eese 1,000 00 
For a light on the battery, at Charleston.. sss... 2,000 00 
Por a small ligbt on Castle Pinckney, to mark 

the channels from the bar to the city, and up 

the Cooper river. sesse serere serr eeseoereneese 1,500 00 
Fora light house to mark the shoals off Cape 

Roman, in place of the present light at that 


se renosrereans esee 30,000 00 


cesta tendeseeensd y i peasan siaaa is 10,000 00: 


For five iron buoys for Port Royal harbor...... 1,500 00 i 
Por buoys for St. Helena Dafsesseseseessesaese 1,590 00 
For two beacons to serve a range to Gali- 

bogye soundassssssssererrsreevereeesesereee 5,000 00 


10,000 00 
5,000 00 | 


5,000 00 ` 


1,500 00 | 
1,000 00 | 


3,500 09 


i 


For day-marks, buoys, and stakes, to mark the 
bar and channels of the St. Mark’s river..... 
Fora beacon-light, to be placed on the most eli- 
gible site at or near the western entrance into 
St. George’s sound, to enable vessels to enter 
AL DIAN ceccserscarecccacsssensecesenescees 


Alabama. 


For making permanent five range stakes, with 
lights where required, at the Choctaw Pass and 
Dog River bar, MOD... ce cceee ee ee seen 

For completing the buoyage and stakeage of the 
channels in Mobile bay, Dauphin, Petit-Bois, 
Horn, Ship, and Cat-Island Passes........... 

For a light and fog-bell, to be placed on board of 
the Bethel and hospital ship moored in the 
harbor Of Mobile. ... cece cece ee ee eens eee rene 


Mississippi. 
For buoyage and stakeage of Pascagowa en- 
trance and bay, aud of the approaches to Bi- 
loxi, Mississippi City, and Shicldsboro?....... 8,000 00 
For a light-house on St. Joseph’s Island........ 10,060 00 
Louisiana. 
Por a new light-house at Port Ponchartrain, in 
the place of the present structure, which will 
not admit of being repaired..... ++. 6,000 00 
For anew light-house at Bayou St. John, in the 
place of the present structure, which will not 
admit of beiug repaired... sesesssrssrserse ee 
For a new fight-house at New Canal,in the 
place of the present structure, which will not 
admit of being repaired. .cc cesses esse ceeveenee 
For a new beacon-light at Proctorsville, in the 
place of one destroyed by tire November twen- 
ty-four, cigbteen hundred and fifty-three. .... 
For an iron bell-boat, to ‘mark the entrance to 
the newly-dredged channel of the Southwest 
Pass of the Mississippi 


5,000 00 


5,000 00 


1,500 00 


10,000 00 


2,800 00 


6,000 00 
6,000 00 
3,000 00 


£5,000 00 


| For a serew-pile light-house on the Shell Keys, 


{ 


j 
i 


| 
i 
i 
| 
i 
| 
i 


il 
il 


|! of Horn Island. .seserssssese 
i 


|i For a light-house and fog-bell on the 


: For the foundation of a light-bouse on the bre 


Off Marsh Island. ..sesssssseersessrevesserese 
For aday-bcacon, to be placed on the cast end 


30,000 00 
1,500 00 


Yor a light-house, to mark the channel o: 
Grand Pass to Barataria Day. ccece cere eee 
Por a light-honse, to mark the main entrance to 
'Timballier bay, aud for coast purposes 
For a light-house, to mark the channel or pas- 
sage called the Rigolets, connecting Lakes 
Borgne and Pontchartrainescececscseee eeeeee 
; For buoys and stakes, to mark the channels of. 
the Atchafalaya and Cote Blanche bays and 
bars... 
For an iron serew-pile light-house, to be erected 
as near to the entrance to the channel of the 
Mississippi river, at the Southwest Pass, as 
| may be found to be practicable, to be fitted 
i with the most approved description of ilumin- 
ating apparatus and fog signals ..... ++. 45,000 00 
For buoyage of the Pas a 1’Outre, Mississippi 
1,500 60 


chi) Cee eee eee eee ee Tee eee EEC e Cee eee e 
6,000 00 


10,000 00 
15,000 00 


5,000 00 


5,000 00 


i 
t 
| 
| 
i 


For a light-house at the mouth of Calca 


| TIVO oe eee eee ee ee or 


Texas. 
For two small range-lights at Galveston, sesse 
| Jor completing the buoyage of Galveston bar 
| and bay, Sabine Pass and river, Matagorda 
bar and bay, Aransas bar and bay, and Brazos 
Santiago bar and bays sccee scence ee eee cee 
For a light-house on or near Gallinipper Point, 
Lavacea bay.see seers TE 
Fora light-house on or near Half Moon reef, 
Matagorda bay...... ss.. 10,000 00 
For a day-heacon, to mark the wreck of the 
steamboat Farmer, near Pelican Esland, in Gal- 
VESTON DEV. cee eee e eee 
For a beacon on the North Breaker, 101 
entrance t0 Galveston DAY. .cccseeeearees 
| Michigan. 
| For repair of the Jight-kouse foundation, and 
| pier comected therewith, near Mouroe...... 


| For completing foundations of two Hght-houses 
i on St Clair flais...... 


1,000 00 


10,000 00 


10,600 00 


300 00 
seve 5,000 00 


7,200 00 


20,000 00 


oth point 


' of the harbor of Michilinackinae.. see. 6,000 00 
Í Por a Jight-house at or near Old Fort Ma 
Hi naw, Michigan..cscccceccasseseseecteseeneee 6,000 00 
| For a light house on Beaver Isiand.....66....05 6,000 00 
i 
i Indiana. 
i Fora beacon-light on the pier or breakwater at 
Michigan Cilysssccccsccccseeesteeteneer sees 2000 00 
Ninots. 
For a temporary beacon-light at or near the 
breakwater now being constructed at Wauke- 
gan, Little Port. cccsissvccssasacaevarerorgens’ 1,000,00 
For buoys to mark the bar and harbor at Chica- 
DO cere ere c eee en ee erent een et need wea eee rete 300 00 


For a tight at Port Clinton... 5,000 00 
ak- 
water now in course of construction at the 
harbor of Waukegan, and for a light when the 
foundation shail be in a suitable condition for 
erecting the structure, in place of the present 
fight at Little Port... cc. eenee eee rece eens 
Fora light at Laylorport.csseeee 


Wisconsin. 

Fora small beacon-light on or near the pier at 
Port Ulao,in liew of the appropriation for a 
light house at that port, approved September 
twenty-eight, cighteen huudred and fitty....+- 

For a small beacon light, to be red on the new 
pier at Milwaukie, known as the North cut.. 

For a light house at Fond du Lac, at the icad of 
Lake Winnebago... ce eter re ee res ` 


10,500 00 
5,600 00 


1,000 08 
1,000 00 
10,000 CU 


1854. 


California. 
For a harbor-light at the town of Santa Cruz, 
bay of Monterey, or on Punta Ano Nueva.... 
For a harbor light at Santa Barbara,........... 
For a light-house on or near Point Lobos, to 
mark the entrance to San Francisco bay..... 
For a light-house on Punta de los Reyes...seees 


Oregon Territory. 
For a light-house at Umpqua, in addition to the 
appropriation for that object, approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one... assess 


Washington Territory. 


For a light-house on Blunt’s or Smith’s Island, 
in the Straits of Fuca......... Firasat 
For a light-house on Cape Shoalwater, at the 
entrance of the bay of that name............. 
Forthe two light-houses at Cape Flattery and 
New Dungeness; authorized by act of Con- 
gress approved September twenty-eight, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty, in addition to any bal- 
ance that may remain in the Treasury of that 
appropriation after the completion of the light 
at Cape Disappointment....... se... 39,000 00 
For buoys for the harbor and entrance to New 
Dungeness and for the anchorages on the coast 
of Pugev’s Sound.... .....- 
For buoys for the harbor and entrance 
WALEL DAY cess ccceenvecneucsessaceces 
For the reappropriation of the sums appropri- 
ated by the acts approved March third, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-nine, and March third, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-one, for a. light- 
house on Horse-shoe reef, Niagara river, New 
York, or any balance thereof remaining in the 
‘Treasury on the thirtieth of June, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, for the erection of a 
light-house at that point, on such plan as may 
be determined to be most advisable {Indefin 


10,000 00 
10,000 00 


25,000 00 
25,000 00 


10,000 00 


25,000 00 
25,000 00 


5,000 00 
3,000 00 


eto Shoal- 


ite.} 


$1,542,078 00 


By the act making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department during the fiscal 
year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-five. 


For transportation of the mails. .sses. eese e. $5,275,000 00 | 
For compensation to postmasters.... + «2,000,000 00 
For ship, steamboat, and way-letters.. .. 25,000 00 
For wrapping paper.scsceversecresseees +» 55,000 00 
For office furniture in the postoffices.......... 8,000 00 
For advertising. ess anseres cit eskasera a. 85,000 00 
For mail bags +. 55,000 00 


OTET 


For blanks....... Enararen co eee e's, 65,000 00 
For mail locks, keys, and stamps......... .. 25,000 00 
For mail depredations and special agents « 60,000 00 


For clerks in the offices of postmasters... . 560,000 00 
For postage stamps and stamped envelopes..... 55,000 00 
For miscellaneous OMS... cca eves cee oreo ee ee £20,000 00 
For compilation of post-routes, as contained in 

the bill passed at the present session of Con- 


gress establishing rOULES see reeeceeeeeerenes 1,000 00 
To enable the Postmaster General to purchase 

the patent cf the clam shell padlock, should 

he be of opinion the public service requires it. 5,000 00 


To supply any deficiency that may arise in the 
revenues of the Post Office Department to meet 
the foregoing appropriations for the year end- 
ing the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five....... seeneeee wa eee 02,844,464 00 
To continue the mail service between Charles- | 
ton, Key Weet, and Havana, during August 
and September, by a competent steamer, asitis 
now being performed during ten months of the 
v seseseseeee 10,000 00 
To allow to the postmaster of Washington city, 
District of Columbia, a commission of one 
mill per pound upon the aggregate weight of 
publie documents printed by order of Congress j 
and deposited in the office of said postmaster 
to be mailed, this allowanee to commence 
with the passage of this act and to continue 
for one year only, and to be computed from 
the ascertaincd weight for the month of Janu- 
ary, eighteen hundred and fifty-four; and to 
pay out of the said commissions to the clerks | 
and other employees of his office a sum not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty doHars each 
per annum, as compensation for the extra labor 
performed by them in the assortment and : | 
mailing of said documents...s..4 sese er eeo e [Endefinite.] 


$10,748,464 00 i 


By theact making appropriations for fortifications 
and other works of defense, and for repairs of 
barracks and quarters, for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five. 


For Fort Montgomery, at outlet of Lake Cham- 
plain, New York : 
For Fort Knox, at narrows of Penobscot river, 
Maine 
For Fort Warren, at the narrows, Boston harbor, { 
Massachusetts. asis 0000s eee ce wees cote teaes 36,000 00 
For Fort Adams and quarters, entrance to Nar- | 
ragansett Roads, Rhode fsland..... 15,000 00 |! 
! 
15,000 00 


$15,000 00 
20,000 00 


For Fort Schuyler, entrance to Long Island 
Sound, New York £ 
For Fort Richmond, at the Narrows, New York i 
harbor oo. 60,000 00 © 
For Fort Delaware, Delaware river, Delaware. 50,000 GO : 
For Fort Carroll, Baltimore harbor, Marylaud., 50,000 U0 i; 


| For compensation and mileage of members of tae 


librarians, and messenger.. 4,005 00 | 

EF ingent expenses of sa 1,000 00 |: 
l For purchase of books for said library 5,600 00 | 
: For purchase of law books for said library .- 2,800 00 ij 
For the completion and the publication of the j 
works of ‘Thomas Jeferson, and pay of the i 
editor OF said WOK... cece see e ee rene eee geee 3206 00 ii 
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, For Fort Monroe, entrance to Hampton Roads, 
Virginia.... se teeeseesecensssess 20,000 00 
For Fort Sumpter, Charleston harbor, South 
Carolina siasa beng oe nner E aee svee nae toreen 20,000 00 
For Fort Clinch, entrance to Cumberland Sound, 25,000 00 
For Fort Barancas and barracks, Pensacola har- 
bor... ccc eee se ceeeeeneecescertesscecses 10,000 00 
For Fort M’Ree, Pensacola harbor, and preser- 
vation of the site........sseee . 10,000 00 
For Fort Taylor, Key West, Florida. . 75,000 60 
For Fort Jefferson, Tortugas, Florida.......... 50,000 00 
For fortifications at Aleatras Island, San Fran- 
cisco bay, Californias... eee ccsseeceeeeseees 100,000 00: 
For fortifications at Fort Point, entrance to San 
Francisco bay, California.........6.4s000+++. 100,000 00 
For armament of fortifications in the harbor of 
San Francisco, California... .....esesceceees 130,000 00 
For forts on the western frontiers of Texas..... 100,000 00 


For repair of Fort Niagara, New York......... 3,000 00 
For repair of Fort Preble, Portland harbor, 

Main@.. ce cceecececcce cere ne reese ecseneeee ee 1,600 00 
For repair and improvement of Fort Independ- 

ence, Boston harbor, Massachusetts......... 10,000 00 
For repair of Fort Columbus and Castle Wil- 

liams, New York harbor........eccesceeesee 4,500 00 
For repair of Fort Hamilton, and for permanent 

wharf thereat, New York harbor............. 10,000 00 
For repair of Fort Mifflin, Deiaware river, Penn- 

SY]VaNnia......seceeee teecesenerecerensscesene 1,000 00 
For repair of wharf at Old Point Comfort, Vir- 

BINIA. eee cesses cece cence TEATE . 7,000 00 
For repair of Fort Macon, Beaufort harbor, 

North Carolina.....ss.cecese see sooresese 2,000 00 
For preservation of the site of Fort Macon, Beau- 

fort barbor, North Carolina........s.esssee05 1,000 00 
For preservation of the site of Fort Johnson, in- 

cluding a new wharf, Charleston harbor, South 

Carolinasec< sta vic setscusersssesesee ee severe 4,200 00 
For preservation of Fort Moultrie, Charleston 

harbor, South Carolinas... ..eiccceseee ees +. 12,300 00 
For repairs of Fort Jackson, Savanna river, 

Georgia sec cee ee eee eteceee eens eeeseees 5,000 00 
For repairs of Fort Morgan, mouth of Mobile bay, 

Alabama seceeee 5,000 00 
For repairs of Fort c, Rigolet Pass, Louisi- 

a L AIL See ea A Hee eve en's ei vabon Ny 1,000 00 
For repairs of Fort Macomb, (formerly Fort 

Wood,) Chef Menteur Pass, Louisiana....,.. 2,000 00 
For repairs of tower Dupre, Bayou Dupre, Loui- 

SLANG ci cesses veeesriistee Deseo send taeeeces 500 00 
For repairs and extension of Fort St. Philip, 

Mississippi river, Louisiana..... seeeeevees + 25,000 00 
For barrack and quarters at Fort Hamilton, New + 

WO vas dieetevieisa career stones: vezana». 13000: 00 


For contingent expenses of the fortifications not 
hercin mentioned, the preservation of their 
sites, the protection of title, and repairs of sud- 
den damage to fOrtS. sce scceecerseesscerenses 20 000 00 


$1,010,500 00 


By the act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-five, and for other purposes. 


Legislative. 
For compensation and mileage of Senators ....¢106,862 80 


House of Representatives, and Delegates from 
‘Territories 
For compensation of the officers, clerks, messen- 
gers, and others receiving an annual salary, in 
the service of the Senate 
For compensation of the ofieers and clerks of 
the House of Representatives...... Cece ceeees 34,450 00 
For the contingent expenses of the Senate, 
viz: 
For binding... ....45 ++ 35,000 00 
For liihographing and engraving . . 45,000. 00 || 
. 10,000 094 


For books g 9 
For stationery ve» 15,000 00 
isisi 2,690 00 


For newspapers..... 
For Congressional Gio binding the same. 65,000 00 
13,000 00 


344,800 00 


57,010 00 


be, a ad 


and carry-alls 
For miscellaneous 
For paper and printing 0 e Senate. 
For the contingent expenses of the I 
Representatives, viz: 
For binding documents 
For furniture and repairs ... 
For stationery for members . 
For twenty-one messengers. 
For horses and carriages... 
For fuel, oil, and candles 
For newspapers for mem 
For engraving and lithogra; 


vee 30,050 00 
85,000 60 


fouse of 


39,375 00 
3.875 00 
35,000 00 
« 20,060 00 | 
4,015 60 
. 3,000 00 | 
. 12,500 00 
. 70,000 09 | 


a ne 


For Capitol police....... 7 vee 3,550 00 | 
For miscellaneous items. ..... ... 20.000 60 
For messenger in charge of bali.. s. 1,458 00 
For two messengers in Cork’s offic 3,000 00 
For saddie-ho oo 800 00 


For iaborers . 2,509 00 
Por pages...seeseeeee 
For folding documenis ......... P 


For paper and printing of the Ho 


Librery of Congress. 
For compensation of Hbrarian, two as: 


USE seeeese 


] To enable the Joint Committee on the Library. 


of Congress to replace the seven volumes and 
atlas of the Exploring Expedition, destroyed 
by the burning of the Library, and the plates 
and other property destroyed by the fire in 
Philadelphia, including binding... wseese sessa 


Executive, won 
For compensation of the President of the United: 


9,010 75 


Sites... ce eseceesece nese tetacs ereeeeseenee: 25,000 00 
For compensation of secretary-to sign: patents ~ 
for lands.....6..ccaeceeuveseseweseesreeeses 1,500 60 


Department of State. 

For compensation of the Secretary of State and 
Assistant Secretary of State, clerks, messen- 
ger, and assistant messenger in his office..... 38,700 00 

For the incidental and contingent expenses 
ofsaid Department. 

For publishing the laws in pamphlet form, and 
in the newspapers of the. States and Terri- 


tories, and in the city of Washington...... .. 18,525 00 
For publishing. the laws in. California, Oregon, 
and Washington. ..sessessesseesesss eso «+» {Indefinite.} 


For proof-reading, packing, and distributing 
laws. and documents, including cases, labor, 
and transportation....ssseseeees essa a o * 10,000 00 

For stationery, blank books, binding, labor, and è 
attendance, furniture, fixtures, repairs, paint- 
ing, and glazing......csceceee 

For copperplate printing, bo 

For newspapers....e.cresee 

For extra clerk hire and copying. 

For miscellaneous items....... seine 

For purchasing for the use of the State Depar 
ment one hundred copios of Little & Brown’s 
edition of the United States Statutes-at-Large 
and the same number of the pamphlet laws of 
the Thirty-Third Congress....cacccccnsecnes 

For the purchase of fifty sets of Howard’s Re- 


4,400 00 
1,000 00 
< °400:00 
2;000:00 
1,000 00- 


tervesss 


oks, and maps 


3,575 00 


3,500 00 


ofiices of the ‘Territories of Kansas and Ne- 


braska 450 00 


Northeast Executive Building. 

For compensation of the superintendent and 
four watchmen of the Northeast Hxecutive 
Building... ...ccessccscecceccogusepoeeecages 

For contingent expenses of said building, 
viz: 

For fuel, light, labor, and repairg,.....scseeeee 


Treasury Department: 

For compensation of the Secretary ofthe Treas- 
ury aud Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, 
clerks, messenger, and assistant inessenger in 
his Off C@..... ee cece cena veatecens tee 

For compensation of the First Comptrolier, and 
the clerks and messenger in bis office. seen 

For compensation of the Second Comptroller, 
and the clerks and messenger in his office.... 25,500 00 

For compensation of the First Auditor, and the 
clerks and messenger, and assistant messenger, 

In his Off CO... Lecce eee ee eee ees «eeaeee 30,900 00 

For compensation of the Second Auditor, and 
the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
ger, in his offic . 

For compensation of the Third Auditor, and the 
clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in 
WS ofta- eyini ceccneo cere reeesenonc estes 

For compensation to temporary clerks, employed 
in the office of the Third Auditor on bounty 
land service, and arrears of pay ý 

For compensation of the Fourth Auditor, and 
the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
ger, in his office «ee 25,200 00 

For compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office..... peeeees 12,300 00 


2,250 00 


3,300 00 


52,250 00 
24,500 00 


31,700-00 


29,608 00 


; For compensation ef the Auditor of the Post 


Office Department, and the clurks, messenger, 
and assistant messenger, in his office 
For compensation of the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States, and the clerks, messenger, and an 
assistant messenger, in his office..... EERE 21,500 00 
For compensation of the Register of the Treas- 
ury, and the clerks, messenger, and. assistant 
messengers, in his office 6... cece eee eee cree 
For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treas- 
ury, and the clerks and messenger in his office, 12,500 00 
For compensation of the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, and the clerks and messenger in his 
OCE Lecce eee eee eee neer ee ene nan t. 
For compensation of the clerks and mes 
the Light-House Board...... hae sa PEPEE ` 


Contingent Expenses of the Treasury Depart- 

ment, 

For labor, blank books, stationery, binding, seal- 

ing ships’ registers, translating foreign lan- 

guages, advertising, and extra clerk hire for 

preparing and collecting information to be laid 

before Congress... cee sacres eevee vere senses 

or miscellaneous items. 
In the office of the First Comptroller : 

For furniture, blank books, binding, stationery, 
books to supply deficiencies in the document- 
ary library, labor, and miscellaneous items... 

In the office of the Second Comptroller : 

For blank books, binding, stationery, pay for the 
National Intelligencer and Union, to be filed 
and preserved for the use of the office... 

For labor, office furniture, and miscell 
items.. 


130,600 00 


41,750 00 


17,700 09 
7,600 00 


10,950 00 


F 2800 00 


& 


2,400 00 


700 00 


eous 


800 00 


Seven cere mensaneenreccercaee 


2348 


In the office of the First Auditor: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, and 
cases for records and official papers 

For miscellaneous items, ineluding subscription 
for the Union and National Intelligencer, to be 
filed for the use of the Office.......eeeeee eens 

In the office of the Second Auditor: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, office 
furniture, and miscellaneous items, including 
two of the daily city newspapers, to be filed, 
bound, and preserved for the use of the office.. 

In the office of the Third Auditor: 

For blank books, binding, stationery, office fur- 
niture, carpeting, labor, two newspapers, the 
Union and Intelligencer, preserving files and 
papers, expenses of bounty land service, mis- 
cellaneous items and arrearages.......--.666 

In the office of the Fourth Auditor: 

For stationery, books, and binding...... 

For Jabor sc ccc cece rece assan 

For miscellaneous items ....... 


Jn the Office of the Fifth Auditor: 
For blank books, binding, and stationery... s... 
For hire of laborers....... mites 
For miscellaneous items, including purchase of 
NOW fUrnitUre Voce cece eee erence ee reer ee eeee 


In the office of the Auditor of the Post Office 
Depariument: 

For labor, stationery, blank books, (including 
forty large ledgers,) binding and ruling....... 
For miscellaneous items, file-boards, repairs, 
cases and desks for safe-keeping of papers, 
new furniture, lights, washing towels, ice, 
horse for messenger, telegraphic dispatches, 
and SLOVESs sesse 


In the office of the Treasurer: 
stationery, labor, and 


ner 


For blank books, binding, 
miscellaneous items... EO 
Tn the office of the Register : 
For ruling and full binding twenty-three books 
for recording the cotleetors’ quarterly abstracts 
of the commerce and navigation, and blank 
abstracts for theit USC... ce ceee eee ee eee eens 
For blank books, binding, and stationery....... 
For labor and other miscellaneous hems, includ- 
ing carpeting, office furniture, and for addi- 
tional cases for filing the accounts of the First 
Auditor... igisib wis ielhic E ET 
For arranging aud binding canceled marine 
papers, retarned by the collectors of the cus- 
LOIS ESSE AMEE ens PENEAN testes 
In the office of the Solicitor: 
For blank books, binding, and stationery.. sessa 
For miscellaneous ites... cece sees cere eeeeee 
For statutes and law reports, including those of 
the several States. ... 0.60.06 
In the office of the Comm 
toms: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, and labor, 
For miscellaneous items oo. cece reese eee eee 


Light-House Board. 


For blank books, binding, and stationery....... 
For wiseclaneous expenses... . 
For postage ....- 


oner of Cus- 


ere cerns 


For the General Purposes of the Southeast 
Executive Building. 
For compensation of eight watchinen of the 
Southeast Executive Building....... 
For contingent expenses of said building : 
Fuel, labor, lights, repairs, and miscellaneous.. 
Por rent of building occupied in part by the At- 
torney General, and in part by the First Aud- 
itor of the Treasury. ..ccc cece eeees es. 
For fuel, watehing, and miscellaneous items for 
the SANE. ar er aoe sonreasso 
For rent of the building occupied by the 
Auditor of the Treasury. 
For fuel, watching, kibor, H 


it, and other mis- 
For rent of the building occupied by the Fifth 
Auditor of the Treasury... 
For fuel, watching, light, and ot 
laneous items for the same... 


Depariment of the Interior. 
For compensation of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, and the clerks, messengers, and labor- 
ers, in his office...... erasssessoseessoes 


Contingent expenses ofsaid ofice: 
For books, stationery, furniture, and other con- 
tingeneies... sane 
For library, books, and map 7 
For compensation of the Comm ner of the 
General Land Office, and the recorder, 
draughtsman, tant draughteman, clerks, 
messengers, assistant messengers, and packers 
in his offic 


For contingent expenses of said office: 

For compensation of six Jaborers..... ese. cere ee 
For cash system and military patents, under laws 
prior to twenty-cighth of September, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty; patents and 
ather records; tract-books and blank-books 
for this and the district land offices; binding 
plats and field notes; stationery, office furni- 
ture, and repairs of same, and miscellaneous 
items ..... ETE TIT TARR 
For contingent expenses, in addition, under 
swamp land act of twenty-eighth of Septem- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and filty; mili- 


+. 139,550 00 | 
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tary bounty acts oftwenty-eighth of September, 
one thousand eighthundred and fifty, and twen- 
ty second of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dredand fifty-two, and act of thirty-first August, 
I one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, for 
the satisfaction of Virginia land warrants..... 
For compensation of the Commissioner of Indian 
‘| Affairs, and the clerks, messenger, and assist- 
ant messenger, in his office ......-.---.+ eres 
Contingent expenses of said office: 
| For blank books, binding, and stationery 
i| For labor eesse cece cess ee eee e nee ses 
For miscellaneous items........+ 
For rent of building on Seventh street, for the 
eftice of Indian affairs, commencing the twelfth 
of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, at 
twelve hundred dollars per annum as 
For compensation of four watchmen for building 
occupied by the office of Indian affairs, com- 
mencing the fifteenth of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and fitty-f0ur,..cce eee eens ETIT 
For fuel and lights, and necessary fixtures for 
warming and lighting the rooms occupied by 
the office of {ndian atfairs..... esee cece eee 
For compensation of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, and the clerks and four messengers in 
Nis OFF CO. .ea cree rececccccarcecsoecrssessees 
Contingent expenses of said office: 
For engraving and printing bounty-land certifi- 
cates.. 
For stationery. 
For binding book: 
For furniture, 
For miscellaneous items. è 
For compensation of laborers. .... cc cece ee asirese 


For the General Purposes of the Department of 


4,500 00 | 


600 00 
100 09 
200 00 ; 


250 09 | 
300 00 


500 00 | 


10,050 09 | 


1,850 00 4 


the Interior. 
For compensation of four watchmen for the east- 
ern wing of the Patent Office, occupied by the 
1,500 00 ! Secretary of the Interior.....sesossesesasssso 


For the purchase of books for the library of the 
Patent Office, and for supplying a deficiency 
in former appropriations. sessessesesesseroses 

To reimburse the patent fund for expenses al- 
ready incurred and paid for furnishing the new 
wing of the Patent Office Building, the appro- 

|| priation made by the act approved thirty first 

|, of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, for 

i] furnishing Said WILQ..ssesssssesessesreecseen 

2.500 00 it For contingent expeuses of said building, viz: 

? l| For labor, fuel, lights, and incidental expen š 
For the preservation of the collections of 
the Exploring Expedition : 

For compensation of keepers, watchmen, and 
Jaborers.........4. oe eee senses 

For contingent expenses ..ceeeeeeeecee aeons 


1,500 00 | 
1,500 00 


1,000 00 | 


1,000 00 | 


200 00 | K 

20000 Surveyors General and their Clerks. 
1,000 00 || For compensation of the surveyor general north- 
! west of the Ohio, and the cierks in his office.. 
For compensation of the surveyor general of 
1,700 00 || Hlinois and Missouri, and the clerks in his 
300 00 | _ OffiCe..sesusessosrepsnesesresrosssossosasese 
i| For compensation of the surveyor general of 
i} Louisiana, and the clerks in his office........ 
250 00 i| For compensation of the surveyor general of 
350 00 | Florida, and the clerks in his office.......... 
120 00 i} For compensation of the surveyor generat of 


Wisconsin and Jowa, and the clerks in his 
office... essee 
For compensation of the surveyor general of Ar- 
I| kansas, and the clerks in his office........... 
4,800 00 i| For compensation of the surveyor general of 
i Oregon, and the clerks in his office........6. 
rk li For compensation of the surveyor general of 
1250000 i} Jalifornia, and the clerks in his office......., 
ij} For compensation of the surveyor general of 

3,500 00 | AV aishingtou Yerritory, and the clerks in his 


5,0 1| For eler dices of the surveyors goueral, 
ents including the offices in Oregon and California, 
600 00 : to be apportioned to thein according to the 


exigencies of the public service, and to be em- 
ployed in transeribing field-notes of surveys 
for the purpose of preserving them at the seat 
| _ Of government... ssesss 
| For salary of the recorder of laud tithes in Mi 
9 1 souri . 

950000 i| For compensation of the Commissionerof Pablic 
i Buildings, and the clerk in his office......... 
i; For compensation of the Superintendent of the 
4) Publie Printing, and the clerks and messenger 
29,800 00 ` in his office........ 


3,400 00 | 


800 60 


s- 


Contingent expenses of said office: 


3,700 00 


1,000 00 | 
at 


War Depariment. 

For compensation of the Secretary of War,and 
the clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger 
AN DIS OM CO yee vcc acai cad bowie. cee Gade a 

Contingent expenses of said offic 

For blank books, stationery, and labor 

For Wfisceilaneous items.........6. 

For extra clerk hire...... 

1 For books, maps, and plan . 

For compensation of the clerks and mes 
in the office of the adjutant general........0. 

Contingent expenses of said office: 

For blank books, binding, and stationery....... 

| For miscellaneous items, including office furni- 

or compensation of the clerks and messenger 
in the office of the quartermaster general...., 


3,000 00 


23,595 00 


|r 
i 


ie 


$ For compensation of the clerks and messenger 
“i in the office of clothing and equipage, Phila- 
f PAP E E E exe 
A Contingent expenses of the office of the 
i quartermaster general, including the offi- 

20,000 00 | cer at Philadelphia : © 
li For blank books, binding, and stationery....... 
i} Forlabor....sseseeeees 

27,800 00 |! For miscellaneous item: * 

|| For office rent at Philadelphia... 

900 00 || For compensation of clerks and m 

300 00 || ._ the Office of the Paymaster General,,........ 

800 09 || For compensation of the clerks and messenger 
i in the office of the Commissary General of 
i] BubSISTENCE.. eee. cee e ects eee nee een 
: Contingent expenses of said office: 

1,263 33 || Forbtank books, binding, stationery, advertising, 
s| fabor, and miscellaneous. ... cee ceeese ee noes 
|| For compensation of the clerks and messenger 

2.500 00 || in the office of the Chief Engineer........00+ 

2 | Contingent expenses of said office: 

‘| For blank books, binding, and stationery. ...... 
616 00 i} For miscellaneous items, including subscription 
i} to two daily Washington newspapers.. se... 
|; For compensation of the clerks and me 
97,800 Ov : in the office of the Surgeon General..... . 
| Contingent expenses of said office: 
i For blank books, binding, and stationery.....+ 

5,000 00 | For iniscellaneous items...... serasa ae 

3,004 09 || For compensation of the clerks and me 

2,000 00 ` in the office of the Colonel of Topographical 

500 00: | Engin@erd.cscccccscccevcccrevrecteverscevese 

5,000 00 | Contingent expenses of said office: 

1,500 00 i, Por blank books, binding, stationery, and labor, 
|| Por miscellaneous items...c.c. ce cce eee eee ene 
i| For compensation of the clerks and messenger 
| in the office of the Colonel of Ordnance. .... 

* i| For compensation of the clerk and messenger in 

2,400 00 |; the office of the Commanding General....... 

? 3 
l Contingent expenses of said offie 

5,000 09 i For miscellaneous items, seen e eee 
|| For the General Purposes of the Northwest 
HT Executive Building. 

i For compensation of fonr watehmen of the 
! Northwest Executive Building... ssesasssso 

16,000 00 | For contingent expenses of said building, 
i viz: 

2,500 00 | Kor labor, fuel, and light. Ste 
|| For miscellaneous items... settee 
i} For rent of house on northwest corner of F and 
| Seventeenth streets, or such other building as 

2.920 00 i the Secretary of War may select, and warm- 

100 00 ing all the roOMS I Ite. ek cece eee eee eee 
i| For compensation of superintendent and four 
i} watchmen of the building on the corner of F 
|] and Seventeenth Streets. ...cccecs scence swans 

8,300 00 | | For contingent expenses of said building, 
il viz: 
ij ni 
i! For miscellaneous items, ineluding labor....... 

5,820 00 | ? 

i Navy Department. 

4,500 00 || For compensation of the Secretary of the Navy, 

= | and the clerks, messenger, and assistant mes- 

5,500 00 || senger i Nis OfCe see eee cee ee cere ne eenee 
! | Contingent expenses of said office: 

8,300 00 | For blauk books, binding, stationery, labor, 
i newspapers, periodicezis, and miscellaneous 

8,300 00 i| TOMS. cee reece eee re fetes eee er eens 

3 i| For compensation of the chief of the Bureau of 

7.500 00 ` Ordnance and Hydrography, and the clerks 

? i and messenger in his OfGCe.ssssussss serrera 

18,500 00 : Contingent expenses ofsaid ofice: 
i| Por blank books and stationery..... ENEI 

ae | For misceNaneous items..... ve aeneensenes 

7,500 00 it for compensation of the chief of the Bureau of 
H Navy- Yards aud Docks, and of the civil engi- 
ij neer, clerks, and messenger in his office... 

i mace 4 
jl Contingent expenses of said office: 
[| FOrlabor..sssssperrunrstrerrsresenreresrraees 
lj For stationery, books, plaus, drawings, and in- 
40,000 00 ; Cideptal ItemnS. sess ererersroprerrororerureren 
ii For compensation of the cbiefof the Bureau of 
500 00} Construction, Equipment, and Repa and of 


i 
| 
4 the chief naval constructor, engineer-in-chief, 
i and the clerks and messenger in his office.... 
Contingent expenses of said office: 
For biank books, binding, stationery, and miscel- 
LANCOUS ILEMS. occa cere een eeee cree 
> Por labor......- ETELE PETIT ate 
00 i: For compensation of the clerks aud messenger 
in the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing.... 
Contingent expenses of said bureau: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, and 
miscellaneous items, 


| For compensation of the chief of the Bu 


{ ae 
| reau of 
| Medicine and Surgery, and the clerks and 
| messenger in his ofice 

| 

i 

| 


id office : 


Contingent expenses of 
For labor.. 
i. For blank books and stationery. 
! For miscellaneous items..... 


For the general purposes of Southwest Exec- 


11,600 00 i iris 
£ | utive Building. 
600 00 :| For compensation of four watchmen of the 
: Southwest Executive Building... ...seeee 
600 00 i For contingent expenses of said building, 
iH viz: i 
14,000 00 || Forlabor, fuel, lights, and miscellaneous items, 


September, 


4,040 00 


700 00 
150 00 
400 00 
500 00 


10,900 00 


8,000 00 
3,150 00 
7,400 00 


400 00 
500 00 
4,400 00 


200 00 
225 OU 


5,600 00 
1,050 00 
IWO 00 


10,100 00 
1,700 00 


800 00 


2,400 00 


2,400 00 
1,600 00 


21,875 00 


2,600 00 


1,400 00 


27,100 00 


2,840 00 


10,800 00 


500 00 
250 00 


13,700 00 


360 00 
860 00 


20,800 00 


&00 00 
300 00 


7,300 00 
770 00 


7,900 00 


180 00 
350 00 
100 00 


2,400 00 


3,865 00 


1864. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Post Office Department. 


For compensation of the Postmaster General, 
three Assistant Postmasters General, and the 
clerks, messenger, assistant messengers, and 
watchmen of said Department.. s.s.s. esea.. 124,400 00 

For compensation of temporary clerks necessa- 
rily employed from the ninth of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, to the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and filty-fOUL. ccc cecceccrecceeeeetteeeeeees 

Contingent expenses of said department : 

For hlank books, binding, and stationery, fuel 
for the General Post Office Building, (includ- 
ing the Auditor’s office,) oil, gas, and candles, 
printing, Jabor, day watchmen, and for mis- 
CON ANECDUS. eee ce ee eens eneranecreetees canes 

For repairs of the General Post Office Building, 
for office furniture, glazing, painting, white- 
washing, and for keeping the fire places and 
furnaces in Order..... esesescsssasooocosssoo 

For paper and printing for the Executive Depart- 
ments, including paper, printing, and binding 
the annual ‘Statement of Commerce'and 
Navigation,” and paper and printing the an- 
nual ** Estimates of Appropriations’’........ 


Mint of the United States. - 
At Philadelphia : 

For salaries of the director, treasurer, assayer, 
melter and refiner, chief coiner and engraver, 
assistant assayer, assistant melter and refiner, 
and seven Clerks. ...cccceeeee cece eeeeeraceee 

For wages for workmen 

For specimens of ores and coins, to be reserved 
at the Mint ....sesesesesceavsoscovoesseosreee 

For transportation of bullion from New York 
assay office to the United States Mint for coin- 
age, 


1,450 98 


13,200 00 


2,500 00 


30,800 00 


24,900 00 
72,000 00 


300 00 


For incidental and ant expenses, includ- 
ing acids, copper, zine, salt, fuel, metting- pots, 
and other materials, and wastage of gold and H 
silver, being in addition to other available 

56,000 00 


UNS. ccc ccc cea e cone eee enereeneneceene gerne 


At New Orleans: 

For salaries of superintendent, treasurer, as- 
sayer, coiner, melter and refiner, and three 
CIELKS ccc cee scree cece ee tween rterane teen tees 

For wages of workmen, in addition to other 
available (UNAS. ...ccccee eee sees eeeeeese ces 32617 45 

For wastage and incidental expenses, in addition 

70,082 55 


18,750 00 


17,300 00 


to other available funds...... Jerek ie 6.844 
For rebuilding portions of the walls, and com- 
plete repairs of the building of the branch Mint 


at New Orleans. ..sssececeteeseveesereeeceee 37,000 00 
At Charlotte, North Carolina: 
For salaries of superintendent, coiner, assayer, 
and clerk..eveeses 6,000 00 
For wages of workmen, 3,500 00 
For incidental and contingent expenses, includ- 
ing pay of two watchMen......seeeveeeeeeee 2,100 00 
At Dahlonega, Georgia: 
For salaries of superintendent, coiner, assayer, 
and olerki sere csecccesetecccsccnssssseeese 6,000 00 
For wages of workmen....--.+ seseceveeee 9,600 00 
For incidental and contingent expenses, includ- 
ing fuel, materials, stationery, repairs, wast- 
age, and purchase of NEW SCAICS.+....+ee sees 2,500 00 į 


At San Francisco, California : 
For salaries of superintendent, treasurer, as- 
sayer, melter and refiner, coiner, and five 
CHEPKS cr cece eee ee ceee eens 
For wages of Workimen...eeceeeee 
For incidental and contingent expenses 


Assay Office, New York. 


For salaries of officers and clerks.. 


. 28,000 110 
* 78,000 00 
10,000 00 į 


25,500 00 | 


For wages of workmen .....seerees 30,000 00 
For incidental and contingent expenses sever 59,300 00 
Government in the Territories. 
Territory of Oregon: 
For salaries of Governor, three judges, and secre- 
LOLY ceceeececcecuceeeceseneterttesecces cers 10,500 00 


To pay George L. Curry, Secretary of Oregon, j 


thesatary of Governor for and during the time 
he discharged the duties of Governor, in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-three......[Indefinite.] 


For contingent expenses of said Territory...... 3,500 00 
For compensation and mileage of the members 

of the Legislative Assembly, offivers, clerks, 

and contingent expenses of the Assembly... 20,000 00 


Territory of Minnesota: 
For salaries of Governor, superintendent of In- 
dian affairs, three judges, and secretary.....+ 
For contingent expenses of said Territory 
For compensation and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, 
and contingent expenses of the Assembly... 
Territory of New Mexico: 
For salaries of Governor, superintendent of In- 
dian affairs, three judges, and secretary... ++ee 
For contingentexpenses of said Territory, includ- 
ing the compensation of the person employed 
by the Governor as a translator... ee eeee cece 
For compensation and mileage of the members 


1,000 00 


9,700 00 | 
i 
30,000 00 | 


i 
l 
9,700 00 | 
1 


1,500 00 | 


of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, 
and coutingent expenses of the Ass mbiy, in- 
eluding the compensation of the person em- 
ployed by the Governor to revise and correct 


the laws of New Mexico, and the expense of H 


| 
Printing the sama .sseses e> 20,000 00 | 
To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay ! 
for the preservation of the archives of the i 
Territory from May fifth to September ninth, | 
eighteen hundred and fifly-tWO...s.esseeeeee 420 00 | 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| fron his liability therefor....... ete welereSie'elo baie 2,000 00 
For compensation and expenses of commission | 
to frame a code of laws for the Territory..... 2,500 00 
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Territory of Utah: 
For salaries of Governor, superintendent of In- 
dian affairs, three judges, and secretary...... 
For contingent expenses of said ‘Territory...... 
For compensation and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, 
and contingent expenses of the Assembly .... 


Territory of Washington : 


For salaries of Governor, superintendent of In- 
dian affairs, three judges, and secretary...... 10,500 00 
For contingent expenses of said Territory, in- 
eluding salary of clerk of executive depart- 
ODL. ccc ceec cece ccercereea cr ETTET TETES] 
For compensation and mileage of the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, 
and contingent expenses of the Assembly.... 
To reimburse the fund appropriated to defray the 
pay and mileage of members of the Legisla- 
live Assembly and the contingent expenses 
thereof, the amount fraudulently taken from 
said fund by Henry V. Colter, and to relieve 
Charles H. Mason, secretary of said Territory, 


9,700 00 
1,000200 


20,000 00 


” 1,500 00 | 


20,000 00 


That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be author- 
ized to settle and pay the commission to frame 

a code of laws for the Tertitory of Washing- 

ton at the same rate per diem as has been al- | 

lowed a similar board in Oregon .--..{Indefinite.] i 

Territory of Kansas: 
For salaries of Governor, three judges, and sec- 

TOLGLY oe e cee ccescecceeecerscereeceseeseeee 10,500 00 | 
For contingent expenses of said Territory...... 1,500 00 | 
For compensation and mileage of the members 

of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, | 

and contingent expenses of the Assembly.... 20,000 00 

Territory of Nebraska: 
For salaries of Governor, three judges, and sec- 

TOUGTY? ITAP E Ose tie E ET 
For contingent expenses of said Territory...... 
For compensation and mileage of the members 

of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, 

and contingent expenses of the Assembly..... 20,000 00 | 
For the purchase of books for the territorial 


10,500 00 | 
1,500 00 | 


t 
libraries of Minnesota, Oregon, Utah, New | 
Mexico, Washington, Nebraska, and Kansas.. 3,500 00 


Judiciary. 

For salaries of the Chief Justice of the Supreme 

Court and eight associate jndges............++ 41,000 00 
For salaries of the district judges ......+...++4. 70,700 00 
For compensation of the district judge of the 

southern district of California, conmmencing 

the twenty-third of January, eighteen hundred 

and fifty-fOUT. cee cece ees e tense ee eee seen seee 
For salaries of the chief judge of the District of 

Columbia, the assistant judges, and the judges 

of the criminal court, and the orphans? court.. 11,700 00 
For salaries of the Attorney. General and the 

clerks and messenger in his office........-... 12,300 00 
For contingent expenses of the office of the At- 


4,028 88 


torney Gencral....sccesesseeeerseeceeesecees 500 00 
For purchase of Jaw books, and the necessary 

book- cases, for the office of the Attorney Gen- 

eral .....6. Late aeei a anani sevensecy L90000 
For salary of the reporter of the Decisions of 

the Supreme COurt,...sssseseesoresser t sree 1,300 00 
For compensation of the district attorneys. ..... 9,400 00 


For compensation of the marshals......cseeree 8,200 00 


Miscellaneous. 


For annuities and grants.... 750 00 | 


Independent Treasury. 


For salaries‘of the Assistant Treasurers of the 
United States at New York, Boston, Charles- | 
ton, and St. LOUIS...essersesprerreererereere 11,500 00 | 

For additional salary of the Treasurer of the i 
Mint at Philadelphia ..-.-.-...s.ereseeresse 1,000 00 | 

Por additional salary of the Treasurer of the 
branch Mint at New Orleans. .... see. eeseee 

For salaries of six of the additional clerks author- 
ized by the acts of August sixth, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six, August twelfih, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, 
March third, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one, and August thirty-first, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty: 1WO......-.+eee seers 

For one additional clerk in the office of the Assis 
ant Treasurer at Bosion, Massachusetts.....+« 

For clerks, messenger, and watchmen in the 
office of the Assistant Treasurer at New York, 13,900 00 

For salary of a clerk for the treasurer of the 

2,500 00 


500 00 | 


6,000 00 


i 
{ 
} 


1,200 00 | 


i 
t 
| 

branch Mint at San Francisco, California..... ' 

For contingentexpenses under theact for the safe | 

keeping, collecting, transfer, and disbursement | 
of the public revenue of August sixth, one thou- | 
sand eight hundred and forty-siX........++.+++ 16,500 00 | 

For compensation to special agents to examine i 

the books, accounts, and money on hand, of i 
the several depositories, under the act of Au- i 
gust sixth, one thousand eight hundred and i 
i 

i 


FOFES-SIX pe cece cece eres tr ereeeeeeaeeeeenetees 5,000 00 
For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 

not otherwise provided for, as shall be ad- ¢ H 

mitted in due course of settlement at the Treas- | 

WY. esseseeesereeete boa reren etgan oes D000: 00:7 


the fund for the relief i 
200,000 00 || 


To supply a deficiency 
of sick and disabled scamen.... ROPT 
To enable the Secretary of the Treasary to com- 
pensate the agent employed in paying annuines 
to Cherokee Indians remaining in North Caro- 
For salaries of nine supervising and fifty local in- 
spectors, appointed under the act of August 
thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 


| 

| 
300 00 į 
j 


' To purchase, for the 


two, for the better protection of the lives of 
passengers by steamboats, with traveling and 
other expenses incurred by them ......¢sseeeee 


Survey of the Coast. 

For survey of the coast of the United States, 
(including compensation to superintendent and 
assistants, and excluding pay and emoluments 
of officers of the Army and Navy, and petty ~ 
officers and men of the Navy, employed on 
the WOK} ce. cece seco ee cece nace ves coves en e 206,000 00 

For continuing the survey of the western coast 
of the United States... essre sasees reesen e 130,000 00 

For continuing the survey of the Florida reefs 
and keys, (excluding pay and emoluments of 
officers of the Army and Navy, and petty offi- 
cers and men of the Navy employed on the 
WOK is va ccubcegansane sc chensines exinsavees” 30,000 OF 

For publishing the observations made in the 
progress of the survey of the coast of the 
United Statese..secccccveccccecsensecesecece 


Custom- Houses. 
For completing the custom-house at St. Louis, 

MissOUTI. «ccc cece ees coon en eere ee vene esso «100,000 00 
For completing the ecustom-house at Mobile, 

Alabama .o.sen ere 
For completing the custom- š 

OHIO E T 40,000 00 
For completing the custom-hou 

Kentucky sess cece sisssesserveieseesesea e 40,000 00 
For completing the custom-house at Bangor, 

Maine. nanan osoa sruonsresrererseeneerra eii e 20,000 00 
For completing the custom-house at Bath, Maine, 20,000 00 
For completing the custom-house at. Wiliming- 

ton, Delaware...ccscccecsserereee cesses sees 12,000 00 
To purchase a site for custom-house at Provi- 

dence, Rhode Ysland... areca + 24,000 00 
For the construction of a custom-houxe on said 

site, to include accommodations for a post 

offi¢e and United States court-room..........200,000 00 
For purchasing a site for a custom-house at San 

Francisco, Calitornia..ssssecres . 150,000 00 
For the rebuilding of the custum-bouse, Port- 

tand, Maine, including accommodations for a 

post office and rooms for the United States 

courts . e.s.. 200,000 00 
For exting ment of private claims to the pos- 

session of the whole or any part of the custom- 

house lot in San Francisco..ssccseveeeseeees 
For improving and repairing the room in the 
custom-house at Savannah used as a post 
office... ETETETT 
For continuing ope on custom-house at 

New Orleans, Louisiana, ......++4.0e.ee4s «395,000 00 
For continuing operations on custom-house at ` 

Charleston, South Carina.. sses sesser eree 273,000 08 
For the annual repairs and fixtures of custom- . 

43,001 59 


80,000 00 


20,000 00 


65,000 00 


at Louisville, 


10,000 00 


eee ee re eee 


1,000 00 


houses of the United States..e.sesseeveeenne 
For alterations and repairs of the custom-house 
at Baltimore heretofore made, and for rent of 
rooms during the repairs of said building.... 5,501 59 
To complete the custom-house at Richmond, 
Virginia. se eesess eese eres ceeeerne errata sees 150,000 00 
To complete the custom-house at Waldobo- 
rough, in the State of Main@....cerrerceeees 13,000 00 
To complete the building for the custom-house, 
` post office, and court-house, in the city of 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and to furnish such 
building in a manner appropriate to its uses, 
and to improve the grounds attached to said 
building; and also to pay to the two commis- 
sioners who superintended the construction of 
said building such compensation as to said 
Seeretary shall seem just, wot to exceed three 
dollars a day each.... .. sanane da eretat e Ladefinite. } 
For buildings for the use of the courts of the 
United States at Pontotoc, Mississippi....... 4,000 00 
To enable the Secretary of the {nterior to make 
a contract with the proper authorities for fur- 
nishing a suitable building for the permanent 
use and accommodation of the United States 
district court in holding its session at Marietta, 
Georgia, which contract the said Secretary is 
hereby authorized to make. se teoeveans 
To enable the Secretary of the sury to pur- 
chase, for the use of the United States, the 
land, and buildings thereon, constituting the 
boarding station at the southwest pass of the 
Mississippi river-...- « 8,500 00 
For the construction of an appraiser’s store on a 
portion of the square selected for the custom- 
house at San Francisco, California, including 
the expense of piling for the foundation there- 
of, by contract Or otherwise...seeteseeereees 100,000 00 
For the purchase of the lots or parcels of laud, 
with the appurtenances and the buildings 
thereon, belonging the onedhereof to the Bank 
of Commerce, and the other thereof to the 
Bank of the State of New York, and particu- 
larly referred to and descrihed in two con- 
tracts; one with each of said banks, for the 
leasing and right to purchase the same, bear- 
ing date the nineteenth of August, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, five hun- 
dred and thirty thousand dollars, with inter- 
est thereon at the rate of six per centum per 
annum, from the fifteenth day of September, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, until said 7 
purchases shall be completed... ..+++:..+++ .{ Indefinite.} 
use of the United States, 
such property adjoining thereto, situated on 
Pine street, on which the United States now 
hold a mortgage, as may be soid to satisfy the 
same, at a price not exceeding the amount of g 
said Hen.. [Indefinite] 


5.000 00 


Marine Hospitals. : 
To complete the marine hospital at Cleveland,in 
the State OF ODIO... cc ccce cee eneeeneaen eens 


25,000.00 
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September, 


To complete the marine hospital at St. Louis, in 


the State of MisSOUFL.... se. cece cee eee ees 10,000 00 
To compiete the marine hospital at Chicago, in 
the State of [Ninois.... ee 8,000 08 


To complete the marine hospital at. Louisville, 
in the State of Kentucky..... ccc cece cece cone 
To complete the marine hospital at: Paducah, in 


12,500 00 


the said State of Kentucky............6000-6 5,000 00 
To complete the marine hospital at Evansville, 
in the State of [udiand.......ccseceeeeeevees 2,000 00 


To complete the marine hospital at San Fran- 
: cisco, and to inclose the site and drain the 
same, and for the necessary out-buildings.... 44,000 00 
For the construction of a marine hospital at 
Vicksburg, in the State of Mississippi...... - 55,000 90 
For prosecnting operations on the marine hos- j 
pital at Portland, in the State of Maine...... 50,000 00 
To provide a suitable. building as a marine hos- 
pital at St. Marks, Florida...... eses esse... 5,000 00 
To provide accommodations for sick and dis- 
abied seamen, and for the purchase of a site 
for a marine hospital at Cincinnati, Ohio.... 50,000 00 


Light- House Establishment. 


For supplying light-houses, containing four thou- 
sand one hundred and thirty-three lamps, with 
oil, lamp-glasses, wicks, baff-skins, polishing 
powder, whiting and other cleaning materials; 
transportation, and other necessary expenses 
on the same; repairing and keeping the light- 
ing apparatus; publishing necessary rules, 
regulations, and instructions; notice to mari- 
ners of changes to aids to navigation, and lists 
OF Tights. se cece sees cece seenepeeece sees ar e 280,637 42 

For repairs aud incidental expenses, refitting, 
and improvements of four hundred and eigh- 
teen light-houses, and buildings connected 
therewith.... PIERE RENAA Sete . 142,489 21 

For salaries of four hundred and eighteen light- 
house keepers, and thirty-eight assistants, and 
including one thousand two hundred dollars 
for salary of superintendent of supplies on the 
upper lakes. cee cece seen eeee seen tree seus e o e 183,600 00 

For salaries of forty-nine keepers of light-ves- 

SEIS. cece eceeveeseeeeseeteeeeseseceseeseses 26,050 00 

For seamen’s wages, repairs, and supplies of 
forty-nine light-vessels......eece eens seee eo e 152,941 23 

For expenses of raising, cleaning, and repairing, 
remooring, and supplying losses, of floating 
beacons and buoys, and chains and sinkers for 
the same, and for coloring and numbering all 
ME DUOYS crecs cece cccece cee secsses sesen: es 89,357 32 

For life-boats and other means of rendering 
assistance to wreeked mariners and others on 
the coast of the United States.......cccc eens 

For Jife-boats and other means of rendering 
assistance toshipwreeked mariners and others 
on the enast of the United States... u... 

For the purchase of metallic surt-boats, to rescue 
lives and property, and to be located at each 
of the following ports, viz: On the cast side 
of Lake Michigan, at Michigan City, one; 
New Bufalo, one; St. Joseph, one ; Kalama- 
200, one; Manistee, one; Grand River, one ; 
Muskegon, one ; White River, one; Pier Mar- 
quette, one; and South Blaek River, one; and 
on the west side of Lake Michigan, at Chica- 
go, wo; Kenosha, one; Milwaukie, one; 
Sheboygan, one; Death’s Door, one; Two 
Rivers, one; Manitoowoc, one; Waukegan, 
one; Racine, ones Port Washington, one 5 
Washington Harbor, one ; South Manitou Isl- 
and, one; Kalley’s Harbor, one; and at Cal- 
met, one; or at such other points as shall be 
designated by the Secretary of the Treasury.. 

Por expeuses of visiting and inspecting lights and 
other aids to uavigation..., EITT 

For commissions, at two and a half per centum, 
to such superintendents as are entitled to the 
same, under the proviso to the act of third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one, entitled “Ai aet making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatie expenses of Gov- 
erument for the year ending June thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, and for other 
purposes,” on the amount that may be dis- 
bursed by them........ 

For the coasts of California, Or 
Washington: 

For oil and other supplies for fifteen lights, clean- 
ing materials of all kinds, and transportation 
of the same, expenses of keeping lamps and 
machinery in repair, publishing notices to mar- 
iners of changes of aids to navigation.. ...... 

For repairs and incidental expenses of fifteen 
sights, and buildings connected therewith.... 

Por salaries of fifteen keepers and twelve assist- 
ants, at an average not exceeding eight hun- 
dred dollars peraunum eaeh., cee ee oe 

For expenses of raising, cleaning, repairing, re- 
mooring, and supplying losses of floating bra- 
consand buoys, aud chains and sinkers forthe 
same, and for coloring and numbering ail the 
buoys... Cora eee ee 

For commissions, at two and a half per centuin, 
to such superintendents as are entitled to the 
sanit, Under the proviso to the act of the third 
of March, one thonsand eight hundred and 
fifty-one, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
government for the year ending June thir- 
[tietb,] eighteen bundred and fifty-two, and 
for other purposes,” on the amount that may 
be disbursed by them .. DAKARE SEOKSET 

For completing the light-houses on the coast of 
Californiaand Oregan ... RON 


Intercourse with Foreign Nations. 
For salaries of Ministers of the United States 


19,000 60 


10,000 00 


12,500 00 
2,000 00 


8,000 00 


ron, and 


26,986 25 


21,600 00 


De edana 8,500 00 


400 00 
59,434 00 


{ 
8,500 00 


4 


Í 
| 


i 
4 


| 


i 
i 


{ 
i 


J 
] 


i 


i 


to Great Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, 
Spain, Brazil, Peru, Mexico, Chili, and Cen- 


tral Amecica...... VR ». 90,000 00 
For salaries of secretaries of legation to thesame i 

PlACES E E T EE IRE 
For salary ofa Minister resident to Turkey.... 6,009 00 
For salary of the dragoman to the legation to 

Turkey..... TE TETEE A T EEE T . 2,500 00 
For salaries of chargé d’affaires or ministers res- 

ident to Portugal, Austria, Denmark, Sweden, 

Holland, Belgium, Naples, Sardinia, the Papal 

States, New Granada, Venezuela, Buenos 

Ayres, Bolivia, Ecuador, and Switzerland.... 67,500 00 
For salary of u Clerk to the United States lega-' 

tion at London ......eceeeecessee eee sae 800 00 
For contingent expenses of all the missions 

ADIOO .oceceseeseesccssevescesvescesaevee » 40,000 00 
For contingent expenses of foreign intercourse.. 40,000 00 
For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary 

POWEES osc seed svaeseeterverveetasivesinces, 9,000 00 
For salary of the consul at London...........+ 2,000 00 
For salary of the commissioner to the Sandwich 

Islandsk cue 3s iva avaesterares biveresseeuesa se 0300000 
For interpreters, guards, and other expenses of 

the consulates at Constantinople, Smyrna, 

Candia, and Alexandria.. sereee 2,000 00 
For office rent of the consul at Basle, in Swit- 

zerland sesse esso eter Creer 100 00 
For salary of a comm mer to reside in China 9,000 00 
For salary of the interpreter and secretary to 

Said MISSION. ccc cece ces ee eee eereesentreres 2,500 00 
For salary of a Consul-General at Alexandria.. 5,000 00 
For compensation to the consuls at the five ports 

in China, viz: Kwang Chow, Amoy, Fuchow, 

Ning Po, and Shanghai ..........cececens ess 5,000 00 


For the retief aud protection of American sea- 

men, and seamen belonging to American ves- 

sels, in foreign countries ........e0 sne .. 125,000 00 
For clerk hire, office rent, and other expenses of 

the office of the consul of the United States 


At LONJON, 625 srvansesascesecass caves sessao 25800 00 
For the salary of the consul at Beirout, Syria, 

aud the said consulate shall comprehend both 

Syria and Palestin@.....ccseceeeeeceeeeseees 2,000 00 
For office rent ef the consul at Zurich, in Swit- 

BEAN vos cvisevssee severe verseeecs vucace 100 00 


To audit and settle the accounts of Robert C. 
Schenck, fate Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary of the United States to 
Brazil, and of John X. Pendleton, late chargé 
d’affaires of the United States to the Argen- 
tine Confederation, for additional compensa- 
tion, and for expenses incurred by them in the 
performance of special services, not pertain- 
ing to their respective missions, and at points 
distant from those to which they were origin- 
ally accredited, in compliance with instruc- 
tions from the Department of State . .-(Indefinite.} 

For expenses which may be incurred in ac- 
knowledging the services of the masters and 
crews of foreign vessels in rescuing citizens 
and vessels of the United States from ship- 
WHOCK..cccccnceccerccncsseucevens secenssses 

For the purchase of blank books, stationery, 
arms of the United States, presses, and flags, 
and for the payment of postages for the con- 
suls of the United States. .....cceeeece scenes 

Yo enable the Secretary of State to defray the 
expense of releasing from captivity among the 
Indians of Queen Charlotte’s Estand, the crew 
and passengers of the American sloop Georgi- 

To defray expenses incurred, and tobe incurred, 
in complying with the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the fourteenth of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
three, calling for a statement of the privileges 
and restrictions of the commercial intercourse 
of the United States with ail foreign nations, 
and a table exhibiting a comparative statement 
between the tariff of other nations and that of 
the United States... ccc. csccsecsssecttoseceas 

To enable the Secretary of State to pay the per- 
sons employed to protect the property and per- 
sons of citizens of the United States at San 
Juan de Nicaragua... .cccccecsesessereees 12,000 00 

For the payment to James B. Holmans tor ser- 
vices rendered as seeretary of legation at San- 
tiago, in the discharge of clerical duties left 
unperformed by his predecessors, ... 6.6 cece e 


Expenses of ihe Collection of Revenue from 
Lands. 


To meet the expenses of collecting the reve- 

nue from the sale of public lands in the 

several land States and Territory of Min- 

nesota, in addition to the balances of 

former appropriations : 

For salaries and commissions of registers of land 
offices and receivers of public moneys........ 160,000 00 

For expenses of depositing public moneys by re- 
50,800 00 


5,000 00 


10,000 00 


15,000 00 


10,009 00 


500 00 


ceivers Of public MONEYS, .essessrere rras 
For incidental expenses of the several land ofii- 

ces, including new offices not heretofore pro- 

VIDED LOK saci evaacis caeneed aeea skaei acca’ 49,000 00 
Por salaries of registers and receivers in Oregon 

and Washington Territories, or so muci there- 

of as may be necessary, per act of seventeenth 


of July, eighteen hundred and fifty-four....., 9,000 00 
For office rent, fuel, and labor for said offices... 4,000 00 
For iron safes for receivers, and for books, sta- 

tonery, and furniture... ...ceeceeeeeeaeses 3,000 60 


Survey of the Public Lands. 

For surveying the publie lands, (exclusive of 
California and Oregon,) including island sur- 
veys in the interior and alt other special and 
diMeult surveys demanding augmented rates, 


f 


i 
| 
| 


f 


ate en eeeeemncanee maan None a heen eer 


j 
i 


to be applied and apportioned to the several 

districts according to the exigencies of the pub- 

lic service, including expenses of selecting 

swamp lands, and the compensation and ex- 

penses to surveyor to locate private land claims 

in Louisiana, in addition to the unexpended 

balances of all former appropriations for the 

SAME objects voce ve rece sccees ceees sence eraa. 110,000 00 
For continuing the examinations and corrections 

of old, imperfect, and defective surveys in the 

lower peninsula of Michigan, north of the third 

correction parallel, and east and west of the 

meridian, being forty-eight townships, at a rate 

not exceeding six dollars per mile............ 20,160 00 
For the correction of erroneous and defective 

lines of the public and private surveys in Uli- 

nois and Missouri, at a rate not exceeding six 

dolaro per MIE ceccesccecesseeveveceer sevens 
For preparing the unfinished records of public 

and private surveys to be transferred to the 

State authorities under the provisions of the 

act of the twelfth of Jane, one thousand eight 

hundred and forty, in those districts where the 

surveys are about being completed............ 15,000 00 
For resurveys and examinations of the survey of 

the public lands in those States where the of- 

fices of the surveyors general have been or shall 

be closed under the acts of the twelfth of June, 

one thousand eight hundred and forty, and the 

twenty-second of January, one thousand eight 

hundred and fifty-three, including two thou- 

sand dollars for the salary of the clerk detailed 


3,500 00 


survey of the keys on the 
Florida coast.. sapasin ainiin 20,000 00 

For continuing the survey of the islands on the 
30,000 00 


5,000 00 


Coast Of California. .... cccs sence ee aean 


' For surveying the public lands and private land 


claims in California, including office expenses 

incident to the survey of claims, and to be 

disbursed at the rates prescribed by law for 

the different kinds of work,.......45+00+++.300,000 00 
For rent of surveyor general’s office in Califor- 

nia, purchase of instruments, records, drawing 

materials, furniture, fuel, pay of messengers, 18,300 00 


; For compensation of draughtsmen and elerks in 


addition to the amount heretofore estimated, 
the same being required in consequence of 
the increased amount of field- work proposed 
10 DE EXECULED ec evesee ccseceeesaeeeecee ees. 21,000 00 


For Surveys in Oregon and Washington 
Territories. 
For office rent for the surveyor general, fuel, 
hooks, stationery, and other incidental ex- 


PENSES oo eee eee cence crea enecteeeeeteecre seers 3,000 00 
For surveying standard, parallel, and meridian 

lines, over coast mountain and along the coast, 

an estimated distance of two hundred and 

FRY ONES o.oo wis saa cise E id heetae 5,000 00 


For surveying township and subdivision lines 

(estiinated at four thousand nine hundred and 

twenty miles) in Oregon Territory, at a rate 

not exceeding twelve dollars per mile, and in- 

cluding ofice WOFK. se eces reece eeeeeseeseas 65,490 00 
For surveying standard parallel and meridian 

lines in Washington Territory—an estimated 

distance of five hundred miles........... 0005 10,000 00 
For surveying township and subdivision lines 

(estimated at four thousand nine hundred and 

twenty miles) in Washington Territory, at a 

rate not exceeding twelve dollars per mile, 

and including office WOTK. ...ccce sce aneceaas 65,490 00 
For salaries and ineidental expenses of the com- 

mission appointed under the act of March 

third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, for set- 

tling land claims in Californias ...... cee eee + 105,500 00 
For surveying the necessary base, meridian, 

standard parallels, townships, and scction 

lines in New Mexico... .ssecccceeecneees 
For surveying the necessary base, meridian, 

standard parallels, township, and section lines 

in Kansas and Nebraska... ...essesee essere es 50,000 00 
For salary of surveyor general of New Mexico, 


and clerks in his office ............00 00 essee 7,500 00 
For salary of surveyor general of Kansas and 

NEDrASKA. sesnsere srerorrgesnseserenere resa 2,000 00 
For office rent, fuel, and incidental expenses in 

NOW ME@XICO. eee e inaa ne snaa veces 3,000 00 


| For clerk hire, office rent, fuel, and incidental 


expeuses in Kansas and Nebraska, (six thou- 
sand dollars being allowed for office rent, fuel, 
and incidental expenses) ........s0eeessee006 14,800 00 
For office rent for the surveyor general of Wash- 
ington Territory, fuel, books, stationery, and 
Other incidental expenses.......ceccsuceeeces 


Miscellaneous. 


For books voted to the members of the Thirty- 
Third Congress by the joint resolution of 
twenty-fourth February, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, and the resolution of the House of 
the twentieth June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
sree 199,510 87 
Represent- 
atives to purchase from the publishers, Lip- 
pincott, Grambo & Co., two hundred copies 
each of the second and third volumes of School- 
crafts History, &c. of the Indian tribes of the 
United States, to complete the sets of the new 
members of the House of Representatives, at 
three dollars and fifty cents per volume. .....« 
For the completion of the printing of the first 
session of the Thirty-Third Congress, 
For the purchase of paper for the completion of 
the printing of the first session of the Thirty- 
Third Congress .sssesssosirareoreers eree sees 43,000 08 


5,000 00 


1,400 00 
20,000 00 


í 
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1884, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


For deficiency in the estimates heretofore sub- 
mitted for the printing of the second session of 
the Thirty-Third Congress... ccc. ccseeeeceves 

For rent of wareroom for the year ending the 
ae of June, eighteen hundred and fifty- 

For cartage and labor in storing and transporta- 
tion of paper from wareroom and office of su- 
perintendent to the offices of, the publie print- 
OLS e Geis bed eka aide ce Ose T AE ET 

For compensation to draughtsman and clerks 
employed upon the maps of the public lands, 
under the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of fourth of May, eighteen hundred 
and fOrty-CIght. cc. cece cece sre A ETES 

For the collection of agricultural statisties, and 
the procurement and distribution of. cuttings 
and seeds... .« 25,000 00 

For compensati 


10,000 09 


250 00 


550 00 


7,500 00 


the warden, clerk, pbys 


t 
cian, chaplain, assistant keepers, guards, and 
porter of the penitentiary of the District of 


COLUMDIA.. cece cee murasie arnor srep sir 8,600 00 
For compensation of three inspectors of said 

SAAI a OPEREERT ENTE T E TET 390 00 
For the support and maintenance of said peni- 

TENLIDTY PE ETES TT TTS 2,885 00 


For defraying the expenses of the supreme, cir- 
cuit, and district courts of the United States, 
including the District of Columbia; also for 
jurors and witnesses in aid of the funds arising 
from fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred 
in the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and 
previous years; aud likewise for defraying the 
expenses of suits in which the United States 
are concerned, and of prosecutions for offenses 
committed ‘against the United States, and for 
the safe-keeping of prisoners. ..... 266 sase. 700,000 00 
For payment to the city of Norfolk for rent of 
rooms in the City Hall for the district court of 
the United States for the eastern district of 
Virginia, from the thirtieth of May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty, to the thirtieth of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
HHTEC ccc eeee env ereeeceneee sense vee EAT 900 00 
For the support, clothing, and medical treatment 
of insane paupers of the District of Columbia, 
at such places asthe Secretary of the Interior 
may, in his discretion, deem proper... ne 
For additional messenger to the post office of the 
House of Representatives, allowed by the 
Committee on Accounts at the beginning of 
the presentsession.......... Spartakas 
To enable the Secretary of the Interior to com- 
plete the hospital forthe insane of the District 
of Columbia, and of the Army and Navy of 
the United States, as it is now in process of 
construction where the foundations are laid.. 
To enable the Secretary of the Interior to com- 
plete the exterual improvements necessary to 
carry into successful operation the said hospi- 
tal according to the recommendation of the 
Sceretary of the Interior, seca vereveveeevees 
For arrearages ot’ necessary traveling and per- 
sonal expenses due employees on the north- 
eastern boundary survey, during the years 
eighteen hundred and forty-four, cightceu hun- 
dred and forty-five, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, and eighteen hundred and forty- 
BEVEN osecece este cneese tee cene teense scenes 
For running and marking the boundary line 
between the United States and the Republic of 
Mexico, under the treaty concluded at the city 
of Mexico on the thirtieth of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three .......168,130 00 


10,000 00 


Stivers 1,000 00 


18,209 00 


18,600 00 


2,016 00 


Public Buildings and Grounds. 


For compensation, in part, for the messenger in 
charge of the main furnace is the Capitol.... 
For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, 
new furnaces under the Senate Chamber and 
Supreme COWML-TOOM oc, cece cece nece ne eeeeee 
For fury ig and putting up new furnaces and 
repairing eld furnaces, rebuilding and venti- 
lating air chambers for the House of Repre- 
SCNATIVES oop ec cee ewer cence nee 
For repair and renewal of the gas pipes through 
the Capitol. .sesseseessreses 
To enable the Secretary of the Interior.to pay 
for two hundred and twenty feet and five 
inches of granite coping, used in the improve- 
ment of the triangular square at the corner of 
Thirteenth strect and Pennsylvania avenue... 
For compensation to the laborer in charge of the 
water-closets in the Capitol 
For compensation of the public gardener. ... 
For compensation of sixteen laborers, employe 
in the public grounds and Presidents garden, 
at forty dollars per mouth each..seccseeeeees 
For compensation of the keeper of the western 
gate, Capitol SGUATE.. ccc ccreeseeeeen seen ones 
For compensation of two day watchmen, em- 
ployed inthe Capitol square, at five hundred 
dollars each., 
For compensatio night watchmen, em- 
ployed at the Presidents House, at five hun- 
dred dollars each. ei. cee e eee nese 
For compensation of the door-keeper at the 
Presidents Hous se. 
For compensation of ant door- keeper at the 
President’s House ....ceereeee sere ee 
For compensation of four draw-keepers at the 
Potomac bridge, and for fuel, oil, and tamps.. 
For compensation of two draw-keepers at the 
two bridges across the eastera branch of the 
Potomac, and fuel, oil, and lamps...... ses 
For compensation of the Auxiliary Guard, fuel, 
and Oil for LAMPS. cece ree cneetee rene er een es 16,400 00 


5,000 00 


4,500 00 
3,500 00 


515 47 


` 365 00 
1,200 00 


7,680 00 
730 00 


1,000 00 


1,900 00 
500 00 


1,000 00 


350 00 |} 


365 00 | 
2,735 00 | 
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For reporting and publishing in the Dai 


{ Fer reportis 


For support, care, and medical treatment of eigh- 
teen transient paupers, medical and surgical 
patients in Washington Infirmary............ 

For purchase of manure for the public grounds, 

For hire of carts on the public grounds.........- 

For purchase and repair of tools used in the pub- 
iG BrOUNdS. 06. E ee eee cece ee ceeeeen erin 

For purchase of trees and tr xes, to replace, 
where necessary, such as have been planted 
by the United States, and the repair of pave- 
ments in front of the public grounds......... 

For the Capitol extension. .sssesssscarsesssene 

For completing the bridge over the Potomac 
river, near the Little Pails... ccc. .esse wees 

For compensation of one night watchman, em- 
ployed for the better protection of the build- 
ings lying south of the Capitol, and used as 
public stables and carpenter’sshop........006 

For permanent repair of the roof of the Capitol 
WHR COPPEL sc cseccececerecrenceeeeuceveeees 

For annual repairs of the Capitol, water-closets, 
public stables, water-pipes, pavements, and ` 
other walks within the Capitol square, broken 
Glass, and LOCKS....-cceseeean seer eves cereeae 

For annual repairs of the President’s House, ini- 
provement of grounds, purchasing trees and 
plants for garden, aud making hotbeds therein, 

For lighting the Presidents House and Capitol, 
the publie grounds around them, and around 
the Executive offices and Pennsylvania ave- 
NUC.sssoessesossssposeosassassessssesesos eo 

For completing the improvement of Maryland 
avenue, from Seventh street to the Potomac 

For furnishing lamps and lamp-posts fiom Six- 
teenth to Seventeenth streets, on Pennsylvania 
avenue, in front of Lafayette square.......e0 

For completing the improvement of Pennsyl- 
vania avenue west of Seventeenth street.... 

To reimburse the expenditure made by the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings for the re- 
pair of the Potomac bridge when injured by 


TUE EAP TETELA LTT COTE EASI 


For continuing the repairs of the two bridges 
across the eastern branch of the Potomac.... 


| For completing the west wing of the Patent 
Office Building......ccccee sees cece eens sees 200,000 00 i 


For altering the streets and repairing in front of 
the cast wing of the Patent Office, putting up 
iron railings, flagging, footway, putting in 
order yards, painting new saloons of the Pat- 
ent Office in PreSCO... sees cece ee seee reese 

For iron railing and flagging in frout of the old 
portion of the Patent Office Building, for alter- 
ing the windows in the rear and dressing off 

` the granite to make it conform to the front, 
and for private stairway in the building.....- 

For enlarging the cuiverts, and openings ‘into 
the same, across Pennsylvania avenue, to pre- 
vent overflow of the avenue.......eseeee eee 

For repairing or renewing the water fixtures at 
the President’s House, including the bath- 

For public reservation number two, and Lafay- 
ette SQUares.cecascesececcecncnseeeneeserens 

For grading done by order of Ignatius Mudd, 
late Commissioner of Public Buildings, in res- 
ervation number seventeen, between Third 
street east and New Jersey avenue s.sss.sesi 

For compensation of commissioner and surveyor 
employed upon the boundary between the 
United States and Mexico, and their assistants, 
including office rent and incidental expenses.. 

For payment of the Annals of Congress for the 
House Library of the House of Representatives, 
under resolution of said House, of September 
twenty-eighth, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty, one hundred sets of each volume 
from the twenty-third to the fortieth, both 
included, in all seventeen hundred volumes, at 
five dollars per VOJUME..ssaseseseresereeveeee 


! For payment of the Annals of Congress, for one 


hundred and forty-three members of the Thirty- 
Second Congress, entitled to them under the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of 
July twenty-sixth, one thousand eight hundred 
and fitty-two, one hundred and forty-three sets, 
of twenty-four volumes each, from the six- 
teenth to the forticth, inclusive, in all three 
thousand four hundred and thirty-two volumes, 
at five dollars per VOLUME... 6... eee eeee neers 
i y Globe 
two thousand eight hundred and sixty-five 
columns of the proceedings of the House of 
Representatives, for the first session of the 
Thirty-Third Congress, at seven dollars and 
fifty cents per COLUBIN.. cc sees cere eeererecese 
For twenty-four copies of the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix, for the first session of the 
Thirty- Third Congress, fur each member and 
delegate of the House of Representatives, 
making an aggregate of five thousand seven 
hundred and twelve copies, atsix dollarsa copy, 
For binding the Congressional Globe and Appen- 
dix for the firstsession of the Thirty-Third Con- 


gress... 


g and publishing in the Daily Globe 
one hundred and fifty-one colunins of the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Representatives for 
the second session of the ‘Thirty-Second Con- 
gress, at seven dollars and fifty cents a column, 

To pay a deficiency in the appropriation for eight 
hondred copies of the Documentary History 
purchased for the new members of the House 
of Representatives, from the Twenty-Sixth to 
the 'Phirty-Secong Congress inclusive, being at 
seventeen dollars tweniy seven cents and two 
mills a VOUME. seres creeee cere eee seer en eeee 


x 


3,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 


500- 00 


5,000 00 


750,000 00 


15,000 00 


500 00 
2,000 00 


5,000 00 | 


6,000 00 


22,000 00 
2,500 00 


500 00 
9,000 00 


4,500 00 
4,000 00 


14,250 00 


5,730 00 
4,000 00 


2,000 08 
3,000 00 


484 89 


38,100 00 


8,500 00 


17,160 00 


21,487 50 


34,416 00 


13,766 40 


1,132 50 


655 20 


f 


For payment of a balance due for the second and 
third volumes of the -fifth series. of the: Docu- 
mentary History, under contract. withthe Sec~: ; 
retary Of State... cc no errit ing cores evs ened 

For one hundred copies of the Congressional . 

Globe and Appendix, for the first session of the 
Thirty-Third Congress, for House library. .... 

For binding the SRE sae ccc ete rece asragan 

For one hundred copies of the Congressional 
Globe and Ap;endix for ‘the second session. of _ 
the Thirty-Third Congress, for House library.. 

For binding the Same .......ccceseces ceceen ecos 

To enable John C. Rives to pay to the reporters 
of the House for the.Congressional Globe the 
same amount of ‘additional compensation for 
reporting this session as was paid them: at the- 
last.. ess éwer siiip 3,000 00 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause to, be constructed the following 
buildings, viz : 

At Ellsworth, Maine, for the accommodation of 
the custom-house and post office, a building of 
brick, with fire-proof floors, constructed of iron 
beams and brick work, iron roof, shutters, sills, 
&c., twenty-five feet by thirty, and twenty- 
five feet in height from the fonndation........ 

At Belfast, Maine, for the accommodation of the 
eustom-house and post office, a building of like 
materials, forty-five feet by thirty-two, and 
thirty-two feet high..,essissiissssiese iiaae d. 20;000 00 

At Gloucester, Massachusetts, Toledo, Ohio, 
Burlington, Vermont, and Sandusky, Ohio, for 
the accommodation of the custom house and 
post office, a building of like materials, sixty- 
feet by forty-five fect, and thirty-two feet from 
the foundation, and tocost not more than forty — 
thousand dollars for each building........... 160,000 00 

At Milwaukie, Wisconsin, for the accommoda- 
tion of the custom-house, post office, and 
United States courts, a building of like mate- 
rial, sixty-feet by forty-five feet, forty-eight 
feet in height from the foundation........... 50,000 00 

At New Haven, Connecticut, Newark, New. 

Jersey, Buffalo, New York, Oswego, New 

York, Wheeling, Virginia, Chicago, IHinois, 

and Detroit, Michigan, each for the accommo- 

dation of the custom house, post office, United 

States courts, and steamboat inspectors, a 

building of stone, of like floors, beams, roofs, 

shutters, &c., eighty-five feet by sixty feet, — 
sixty-feet in height from the foundation, to 

cost not more than eighty-eight thousand dol- 

Jars for each building.. eo ..cee eee eee ene e's © 616,000 00 

At Galveston, Texas, for the accommodation of ` 

the custom-house, post office, and United 
States courts, a building of brick, of like floors, 
beams, roofs, shutters, &c., forty-five feet by 
seventy feet, forty-eight feet high from the 
foundation, with a portico on two sides....., 
At Petersburg, Virginia, for the accommodation 
of the custom-house and postofiice, a building 
of stone, of like floors, beams, roofs, shutters, 
&e., sixty feet by forty-five feet, thirty-two 
feet high from the foundation........reereers 
To cover the compensation of arehitects, super- 
intendents, advertising, and other contingent 
expenses, and to purchase suitable sites for 
said buildings, ss. ssssasesereesesese eseese o [Indefinite] 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause to be constructed the following 
buildings : 

At New Orleans, Louisiana, a marine hospital, 248,000 00 
At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital........ 75,000 00 
At Pensacola, Florida, a marine hospital....... 20,000 00 
At Burlington, in the State of Lowa, a marine 

Hospital... cceeeeveer renee « 15,000 00 
To cover the compensation of architects, super- 

intendents, advertising, and other contingent 

expenses, and so much as may be required to 7 

purchase suitable sites for said buildings... .-{Indefinite. } 
T'o pay the clerks and employees of the Govern- 

ment, for the year ending the thirtieth of June, 

one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, such 

additional compensation as they may be enti- 

tled to receive, under the act of twenty-second 

April, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, entitled 

« An act to amend the third section of the act 

making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 

matic expenses of Government for the year 

ending thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and 

fifty-four, and for other purposes,” and where 

additional eompensation is not otherwise pro- g 

vided fOr. .ssasseserereeereresesreree tees e- [Indefinite.] 
That the Postmaster General be allowed, in addi- 

tion to his present number, three clerks of 

class two, and two of class three; that the At- 

torney General be allowed, in addition to bis 

present nuinber, one clerk of class one, two of 

class two, and one of class three; the Secre- 

tary of the Treasury be allowed in the First 

Auditor’s office, in addition to the present 

number, two clerks of class one; in the Sixth 

Auditor’s office, in addition to the present 

number, seven clerks of class one, and one 

shall be taken from class three and put in class 

four; and in the Treasurer’s office, one clerk 

shali be taken from class iwo, and one from 

class three, and putin class four; and that the 

Secretary of State be allowed, in addition, to 

his present number of clerks, two at an an- 

nual salary of twelve hundred dollars each, 

one atan annual salary of fourteen handred 

dollars, ang one at an annualsalary of sixteen 

hundred dollars; and to pay the compensation 

and inereased compensation under this sec- 


LION POE cece re enceer areas ee a sare 


10,000 0 


100,000 00 


62,000 00 


30,000 00 


2352 


To allow. the librarian of Congress the annual 

salary of eighteen hundred dollars; the assist- 

ant librarians fifteen hundred dollars each; 

and the messenger twelve hundred dollars. .[Indefinite.] 
For such sum additional to that elsewhere pro- 

vided aš may be required to pay the chaplains 

to Congress seven hundred and fifty dollars per 

annum, from the thirtieth of June, eighteen 

hundred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth of 

June, eighteen hundred and fifty-five........ Indefinite. ] 
$13,307,892 18 


By the act making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending the thirtieth of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 


` five. 
For pay of the AMY issssssees sesse eens ee oo Bl 839,071 00 
For commutation of officers’ subsistence....... 624,336 00 
For commutation of forage for officers’ horses. .104,832 00 
For payment in lieu of clothing for officers? ser- 
VANiS.ssssecorosess cure eenecre sees 
For expenses of recruiting.........0. 
For three months’ extra pay for non commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates on re- 
ONHSIMENE. cree creeeeveee eee 10,090 00 
For subsistence in kind... ++ 1,028,497 00 
For clothing for the Army, camp and garrison 
equipage.. cc eee e peresse teens sees cone es + 480,359 38 
For the regular supplies of the quartermaster’s 
¿€ department, consisting of fuel, forage'in kind 
for the horses, mules, and oxen of the quarter- 
master’s department, at the several military 
posts and stations, and with the armies in the 
field; for the horses of the first and second 
regiments of dragoons, the companies of light 
artilery, the regiment of mounted riflemen, 
and such companies of infantry as may be 
mounted; andalso for the authorized numberof 
officers’ horses, when serving in the field, and 
at the outposts; of straw for soldiers’ bedding, 
and of stationery, including company and other 
blank books for the Army, certificates for dis- 
charged soldiers, blank forms for the pay and 
quartermaster’s departments, and for the print- 
ing of division and department orders, Army 
regulations, and repor 
For the incidental expenses of the quartermas- 
ter’s department, consisting of postage on let- 
ters aud packets received and sent by officers 
of the Army on public service; expenses of 
courts-marial and courts of inquiry, including 
the additional couspensation to judges-advo~ 
ente, recorders, members, and witnesses, while 
on that service, under the actof March six- 
teenth, eighteen hundred and two; extra pay to 
soldiers employed, under the direction of the 
quartermaster’s department, in the erection of 
barracks, quarters, storehouses and hospitals ; 
the construction of roads and other constant 
labor, for periods ‘of not less than ten days, 
under the act of March second, eighteen hun- 
dred and nineteen, including those employed 
as clerks at division and department head- 
quarters ; expenses of expresses to and from 
the frontier posts and armies in the field; of 
escorts to paymasters, other disbursing officers 
and trains, when military escorts cannot be 
furnished; expenses of the interment of nou- 
commissioned officers aud soldiers; author- 
ized office furniture; hire of Jaborers in the 
quartermaster’s department, including hire of 
interpreters, spies, and guides for the Army 5 
compensation of clerk to officers of the quar- 
termaster’s departments compensation of for- 
age and wagonmasters, authorized by the act 
of July, eighteen hundred aud thirty-eight; 
for the apprehension of deserters, aud the ex- 
penses incident to their pursuit; the various 
expenditures reauired for the first and second 
regiment of dragoons, the companies of light 
artillery, the regiment of mounted riflemen, 
and such companies of infantry as may be 
mounted, viz. horse equipments, the purchase 
of traveling forges, blacksmiths’ and shoeing 
tools, horse and mule sho iron and steel for 
shoeing, hire of veterinary surgeons, purchase 
ot medicines for borses and mules, shoeing 
horses of mounted corps and repairing drageon 
and rifle equipments 375,368 32 
For constructing barracks and other buildings’ at 
posts which it may be necessary to occupy 
during the year, and for repairing, altering, and 
enlarging buildings at the established posts, 
including hire or commutation of quarters for 
officers 3 hire of quarters fur troops, of store- 
houses for the safe. keeping of military stores, 
and of grounds for summer cantonments ; for 
encampments and temporary frontier stations, 620,000 00 
For mileage or allowance made to officers for 
the transportation of themselves and baggage, 
when traveling on duty without troops - 120,000 00 
For transportation of the Army, including the 
baggage of the troops, wheu moving either hy 
land or water; of clothing, camp and garrison 
equipage, and horse equipments, from the de- 
pot at Philadelphia to the several posts and 
Army depots; of subsistence from the places 
of purchase, and from the places of delivery, 
under contract, Lo such plac the circum- 
stances of the service may require it to be 
sent; of ordvanee, crdnance stor nd smail 
arms, from the founderies and armories to the 
arsenals. f ious, frontier posts, and 
Army depots: bts, tolls, and ferriages 3 for 
the purchase and hire of horses, mules, oxen, 
Wagons, carts, drays, ships, and other sea- 


<. 36,350 00 | 
<. 55,200 00 


testes tevasesee sees «950,000 00 | 


going vessels and boats, for the transportation 

of supplies, and for garrison purposes; for 

drayage and eartage at the several posts; hire 

of teamsters; transportation of funds for the 

pay and other disbursing departments; the 

expense of sailing public transports on the 

various rivers, the Gulf of Mexico, and the 

Atlantic and Pacific; and for procuring water 

at such posts as from their situation require 

that it be brought from a distance.........-1,200,000 00 
For the purchase of horses required for the first 

and second regiments of dragoons, the com- 

panies of light artillery, and the regiment of 

mounted riflemen ......... A . 150,000 00 
For contingencies of the ATMY.......c-eereee. 6,000 00 
| For the medical and hospital departments...... 51,240 00 
For contingent expenses of the Adjutant Gen- 

eral’s department, as division and department 

head qwarterss cvcv cecesiceOceevee os eara a 
For repair and preparation of the ponton- bridge 

train, to be stored and kept in readiness for the 

FIC. ccc evecsccsssescnaceeve ovseeceessene 10,000 00 
For armament of fortifications ny 
For ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies.. 
For the current expenses of the ordnance s 

vice.. EE APE TERA . -100,000 00 
For the manufacture of arms at thei national 

ALMOLICS. «6 reece rere iesise aoaie ce ree 64200;000 00 
For repairs and improvements and new ma- 

chinery at Harper’s Ferry ..sesesoossosesoee 
Poranenia arriscat ypa N Tai 
For the completion of magazine at Jefferson bar- 

TACKS, Mibkouria sssri ce cere ee eee e eee eeeene 25,000 00 
For au iron steamer to be used in the survey of 

the northwestern lakes, including Lake Supe- 

rior, under the War Department ........... oe 
For military and geographical surveys west o 

the MISSISSIPPL. ccc. c cece cece cece ce ee ceeeee 
For continuing the survey of the northern and 

northwestern Jakes, including Lake Superior, 
For repairs of instruments of the corps of topo- 

graphical engineer: sere eeceeene 
For printing and distributing charts of lake sur- 

VeyS...... E 
For the purchase of Bariow’s planetariutn for 

the use of the Military Academy at West 

PON. soc ewes eeevese ees Siele aas 
For fuel and quarters for officers of the Army 
j serving on lighthouse duty, the payment of 

whieh is no longer made or provided for by the 

quartermiastier’s Uepartment. ...ceeeeeee ceeees 
Por continuing the explorations and surveys to 

ascertain the best route for a railway to the 

Pacific, and for completing the reports of sur- 

veys already made ....cc cc eccce ccc eeneeeenes 
For fuel and quarters and for mileage or transpor- 

tation for officers und enlisted soldiers of the 

Ariny serving in the coast survey, in cases no 

longer provided for by the quartermaster’s de- 

partment... eseseonsssosencccoososacscssosase 
For arrearages prior to July first, one thousand 

eight hundred and fitteen, payable through the 
| office of the Third Auditor, under an act 
approved May the first, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty, in addition to a balance 
of seven thousand six hundred and fifty-three 
dollars and five cents undrawn in the Treas- 
i sury on the thirtieth of September, one thou- 

sand eight hundred and fifty-three............ 
For purchase of a site and construction of an 

arsenal at Benicia, California............. an 
For the sword ordered to be presented to Brevet 

Major General John E. Wool, by the joint 

resolution approved January twenty-fourth, 

eight{ecn} hundred and fifty-four eeeenee 
For payment of claims adjudicated by the board 

of Army officers, appointed by the Seeretary 

of War, under the sixth section of the act of 

August Uirty-fi ighteen hundred and titty- 

LW seas sprue a dirks aak + e s s. 129,885 23 
For the purchase of the be: h loading 

rifles in the opinion of the Secretary of War, 

for the use of the United States Army 
To audit and settle the accounts of Captain 

Joseph L. Folsom, assistant quartermaster of 

the United States Army, to receive parol testi- 

mony of the disbursements made by him as 

such assistant quartermaster, in lieu of vouch- 

ers for such disbursements which were de- 

stroyed by the fire in the city of San Fran- 

cisco on the fourth of May, Anno Domini 

eighteen hundred and fifty-one, and that upou 

the testimony so taken, if satisfactory to the 

Department, the accounts of said assistant 

quartermaster according to the principles of 

equity and justic tarerarerssereese e ef Indefinite. } 

Shawnees. 
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Ltsrerserrrsereereases eres 100,000 00 
For the expenses of surveying thejlands and set- 
ting apart the surplus, as provided in the fifth 
| article of the treaty May tenth, eighteen hun- 
' dred and fifty-four. ,. Site 
| For payment for relinquishment of certain per- 
; manent and other annuities and statisties for 
Josses, damages, and claims, per eleventh arti- 
cle of the treaty of May tenth, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four... ... eee 


8,936 00 


i 
|i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
i 
i 


Kaskaskia, and Peoria, and Wea, and Pi- 


ankeshaw. 
For the expenses of surveying the land, as pro- 


i 
| 
i 
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-125,000 00 | 
75,000 00 


00 ; 
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00 | 


2,000 00 | 
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treaty of May thirtieth, eightweu hundred and 
fifiy-f0Ur 5322 sciox clea cage tages ee bel 
For payment of the first of three installments in 
money of thirteen thousand dollars each for 
purchase of former permanent annuities and 
relinquishment of claims and damages, per 
sixth article of the treaty of May thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and fifly-four.............. 
For the first of five installments for support of a 
blacksinith and assistant, per sixth article of 
the treaty of thirtieth May, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-fOUr... ccc cece cee weeneneeee eee 
For the first of five installments for the purchase 
ofiron and steel, per sixth article of the treaty 
of thirtieth May, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four.. . TEETE 
For the erection of a smith’sshop, and purchase 
of tools therefor, per sixth article of the treaty 
of thirtieth of May, eighteen hundred and fifty- 


FOUL. ccccccc even crenen sect ereesee cranes setae 


Miamies. 

For the expenses of surveying the lands, as pro- 
vided in the second article of the treaty June 
fifth, eighteen hundred anii fifty-four... ....06 

For interest at the rate of five per centum on 
fifty thousand dollars for educational purposes, 
ete., per third article of the treaty of June 
fifth, eighteen hundred and fifty four......... 

Reappropriation: For payment of the valuation 
of improvements on fands ceded as supulated 
in the sixth article of the treaty of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-four, and the seventh arti- 
ele of the treaty ofeighteen hundred aud thirty- 
eight, (the amount having been carried to the 
surplus fund by warrant number ninety tour 
of treaty fourth September, eighteen hundred 
and fifty two, per fourth article of the treaty 
June fifth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four... . 

For the payment of the Miamies residing on the 
ceded lands of the first of six equal annual 
installments for the purchase of former perpet- 
valand other annuilies fand retingnistinent of 
claims, ;&c., per forath article of the treaty 
June fifth, eigatcen hundred and fifty-four... 

For payment in full to Jobn Grigg and Sash-o- 
quash, as provided in the fourth article of said 
last mentioned treaty. cccccseces seen veee 

For payment of the claims of Miamies who live 
on the eeded lands, for damages and loss of 
stock and other property,and for losses of im- 
provements, &c., caused by their removal from 
Sugar Creek, per fourth article of the treaty of 
June fifth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four... 

For payment of the expenses incurred in nego- 
lialing the articles of May uveilth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty four, with the Menominee 
Indians, supplemental aud amendatory to the 
treaty of October eighteenth, eighteen hundreu 
and forty-eight.. sesse EAA A EPEE RaKa 

For extra clerk-hire for the service of the Indian 
office, for one year commencing on the first of 
August, eighteen hundred and fifty-four,..... 

For payment of the expenses of the delegates of 
the Creek nation of Indians now in this city... 

For payment, as stipulated by the artele dated 
June thirteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
four, supplementary to the treaty at Fort Gib- 
son, of November twenty third, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, to individuals of the 
Jreek nation, for “claims for property aud 
improvements abandoned or lost, in conse- 
quence of their emigration west of the Missis- 
sippi,” to be distributed, under the direction of 
the chiefs and the agent of the United States 
for the Creeks, in the proportion as s 
and determined in the schedule referre 
the second article of the said treaty of Novem- 
ber twenty third, eigiitteen hundred and thirty- 
eight. soe . 350,000 09 

For completing the Mendot: ig Sioux river 
road, in accordance with the estimates of the 
Secretary of War. IT 

To pay, under the act o y-seventh March, 
eighteen hundred and fifty four, to the widows 
and orphans of the United States troops who 
perished by the recent disaster to the steamship 
San Francisco,.... e.e... [Endefinite.} 

For the erection of publie h gs for the nse 
of the Legislature of the Territory of Kansas, 25,000 00 

Yo pay the amount of expenses incurred, and 
now actually paid, by the State of California 
in the suppression of Indian hostilities within 
the said State prior to the first of January, 

Anno Domini eighteen hundred and fifty. four, 
and that the amount of such expenses, when 
s0 ascertained, be paid into the treasury of 
said State... 


5,300 00 


13,000 00 


720 00 


TIT “à 220 00 


120 00 


2,500 00 


8,000 68 


31,789 11 
L.e. 9,689 22 


7,175 8% 


950 Ov 


5,600 00 
1,199,55 


25,000 00 


By the act making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty five. 

For pay of commission, warrant, and petty ofi- 

including the engineer corps 
3,967,648 00 


navy-yard 
For provision y 
jnchuding engines 
and marin fo yesseknor service, 
For surgeon 
sick and lurt o 


35,575 00 


1854. 


For repair of vessels in ordinary, and for wear- 
and tear of vessels in: commission, including : 
fuet and purchase of hemp. ..sesss asses ea s. 2,934,950 00 

For ordnance and ordnance stores and small- -` 


arms, including incidental expenses......... 200,000 00° 


For preparing for publication the American Nau- 
tical Almanac ssseseraerserprosranese -aere 20,880 00 
For the purchase of nautical instruments re- 
quired for the use of the Navy, for repairs 6f 
the same, and alse of astronomical instruments, 
and for the purchase of nautical books, maps, 
and charts, and for backing and binding the i 
BAMCs cesetiessccscsesese sete ee cates seses ce 23,000 00 
For printing and publishing sailing directions, ` 
hydrographical surveys, and astronomical ob- 
SELVALLONS .. 0. cece cers cess et encceeeesseusece 
For models, drawing, and copying, postage, 
freight, and transportation, and for working 
lithographic’ press, including chemicals’; for ~~ 
keeping grounds in order; for fuel and lights; 
for repairs.of buildings, and for all other con- af 
tingeht expenses of the hydrographical office, 


5,500 00 


and United States otiservatory.........+ ee 6,100 00° 


For continuing the publication ofthe seriesof 
wind and current charts, and for defraying all A 
the expenses connected therewith.....+..++,. 10,000 00 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the. 
salary of -Professor James P. Espy for the cur- 

` rent fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen 


hundred and fifty-five. +... cee beet eee ceeee 2,000 00- 
For the wages of persons employed at the obser- 

vatory and hydrographical office, viz: One lith- 

ographer, one instrument maker, two watch- 

men, and one porter....... EE ston Sarwaie © 3,160 00 


For contingent. expenses that may accrue for, 
the following purposes: Freight and trans- 
portation, printing. and stationery, advertising 
in newspapers, books, maps, models, and 
drawings, purchase and repair of fire engines 
and machinery, repairs of and attending to 
steam engines in navy-yards, purchase and 
maintenance of horses and oxen, and driving 
teams, carts, timber wheels, and the purchase 
and repair of workmen’s tools; postage of pub- 
lic letters, fuel, oil and candles for navy-yards 
and shore stations, pay of watchinen, and in- 
eidental labor, not chargeable to any other ap- 
propriation, labor attending the delivery of 
stores on civil stations, wharfage, dockage, 
and rent, traveling expenses of officers and 
others under orders, funeral expenses, store 
and office rent, stationery, fuel, commissions 
and pay of clerks to Navy-agents and store- 
keepers, flags, awnings, and packing boxes, 
premiums and other expenses ef recruiting, ap- 
prehending deserters, per diem pay to persons 
attending courts-martial and courts of inquiry, 
and other services authorized by law, pay to 
judges-advocate, pilotage and tywage of ves- 
sels and assistance to vessels in distress, bills 
of health, and quarantine expenses of the 
United States Navy in foreign ports........+.706,860 00 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to test any 
improvements in steam boilers or other im- 
provements applicable to naval purposes....., 10,000 00 

For the erection and repair of buildings, for the 
improvement and preservation of the grounds, 
and for contingencies, at the Naval Academy 
at Annapolis, Maryland .....-.seeeeesseeese+ 39,678 00 

For the purchase of Barlow’s planetarium for 
the use of the Naval Academy at Annapolis, 
Maryland... .csscseseersccstusessenseions e.. 2,000 00 

For construction, extension, and completion 
of the following objects, and for contin- 
gent expenses at the several navy-yards, 
VIZ: 


Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 

For quay wall connecting with dock-basin; 
completing engine-house and machinery; 
tools for machinists and smiths ; launching 
and hauling up ways; cisterns for officers’ 
quarters; extending ship-house number four; 
extension of ship-house and launching-slip 3 
and repairs of all Kinds... .ecccseeeeeree sneer 63,550 00 


Boston, Massachusetts. 
For machine-shop, smithery, foundery and forge- 
shop, boiler-house and chimney, new steam- 
engine for dry-dock; extension of ship-house 
and slip ; and repairs of all kinds ......,....166,750 00 


New York, New York. 


ToWwards foundery and boiler-shop; completing 
saw-mill; continuation of quay wall; dredg- 
ing channels; lightning conductors, water- 
pipes, iron railing on wall along Navy street, 
extension of ship-house aw slip; saw-mill 
machinery; launching-slip; balance due city 
of Brooklin for lien on account of assessments; > 
and repairs of all Kinds.........+- assis eenaa 111,625 00 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

For furnace for heating mast-hoops ; steam-stove 
for boat-shed; rajsing old steain_ box-house; 
completing wharfnumber four ; raising engine- 
house; extension of ship-house and slip ; and 
repairs of all kinds...... choo csacerssrececres 


Washington, District of Columbia. 
For completion of saw-mill ; completion of ord- 
nance building; completion of marine rail- 
way ; extending boiler-shop; converting old 
ordnance to machine-shop ; quay wall, remov- 
ing shears, extension of ship-house and slip, 
filling in around foundery and laboratory, 
dredging channels; machinery: steam ham- 
mer and slanting machine; and repairs of all | 
KUNdS cence cer eneeceeeerenseeneveeseenee aa se 220067 00 


148 


37,726 00 


: Norfolk, Virgiti As 
For brick saw-sheds, completing  storé-house’ 
number fourteen, sheds and machinery {for - 
saw-mill; setting up engine, boilers, and ma- °° 
_ chinety, culvert, continuation of quay waits, ~ 
‘dredging channel, reservoir; commencing 
foundery and machinery for the same, exten- 
sion :of ship-house and slip, gas fixtures and 
pipes for lighting grounds and buildings; and 
repairs of all kinds.. usss sesse soe 


Pensacola; Florida: © : 
For continuation of permanent wharf, engine 
and blast pipes, for smiths’ and machine-shop, 
and repairs of all: Kinds......0. . 
Navy- Yard;:San Francisco. 

For continuing blacksmith’s-shop, carpenter- $ 
shop, store-house, wharfs...se sereas eesse e 200,000 00 
Sackett’s Harbor, New. York. | 
For raising end of ship-house, and building 
pier 3 leveling and grading; and repairs of all 


ee eeieen, 


ereerrr 


143,500 00 


INAS. cacececsccccccencccescssectssesccessss 9,050 00. 
For Macazines—Aé Boston. 
For filling room in number fifteen; and repairs i 
Of ail KINAS. sesan cise eee ee ceeeeeeseceeeeees 1,365 00 
At New York. 
For addition to magazine, repairs, and extension “>. 
of shell-house ; and repairs of all kinds...... 11,359 00 


At Washington. 


For ordnance works, and platform forshot...., 10,900 00 
At Norfolk. . 
For completing magazine at Fort Norfolk, and 
repairs Of ShEdS..... ceeee. cesesvecerssessees 14,600 00 
For Hosprrats—At Boston. 
For repairs of all Kinds......sseeescceseseeees 1,000. 00 


At New York. - 


For piling and fencing boundary ; and repairs of 


all KINGS. cess scecceeseecevereeesecseeeeees 4,300 00 
At Philadelphia. 

For water-rent for one thousand eight hundred 

and fifty-five ; and repairs of ali Kinds....... 4,745 00 

At Norfolk. 

For repairs of all kinds .....cssescssevecessees 1,000 00 
f Ai Pensacola. : 
Forlightning conductors; andrepairsofallkinds, 4,581 00 


Marine Corps. 
For pay of the officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, musicians, and privates, clerks, mes- 
sengers, stewards, and servants ;. for rations 
clothing for servants, subsistence, and ad- 
ditional rations for five years’ service of offi- 
cers; for undrawn clothgng and rations, boun- 
ties for reénlistments, and pay for unexpired 
terms Of previous SELFVICE.. cee ceceeees esee e 237,116 44 
For provisions for marines serving on shore.... 29,984 75 
For clothing....., cccceescencccscvscceeesastes 52,064 00 
For fuels eesse seve 
For military stores, repairs of arms, pay of arm- 
orer ; for accoutrements, ordnance stores, flags, 
drums, fifes, and musical instrdments..... ote 
For transportation of officers and troops, and 
expenses of recruiting ...... OREISETETTITETT 
For repairs of barracks, anå rent of temporary 
barracks and offices. i..sse ss 
For contingencies, viz: freight, ferriage, cartage, 
and wharfage ; compensation to judges advo- 
cate; per diem for attending courts-martial 
and courts of inquiry; for constant labor, 
house rent in lieu of quarters, burial of de- 
ceased marines, printing, advertising, station- 
ery, forage, postage, pursuit of deserters, 
candies, oil, straw, furniture, bed-sacks, 
spades, shovels, axes, picks, and carpenters’ 
tools, expense of a horse for messenger, pay 
of matron, washerwoman, and porter, for the 
hospital at headquarters.......sessesreeseees 
For the reappropriation of the following sum 
carried to the surplus fund, under the provis- 
ions of the tenth section of the act entitled 
« An act making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year ending the thirtieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, and 
for other purposes,” approved thirty-first of 
August, one thousand eight bundred and fifty- 
two, to be applied to the payment of all ex- 
penses incurred prior to the first day of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two: 
For carrying into effect the provisions of the act 
providing for the prosecution of the war be- 
tween the United States and the Republic of. 
MexicO.. scree ce eeee cere ceces sea 26,158 50 


$9,406,806 19 


8,000 00 
12,000 00 
6,000 00 


By the act to amend the third section of the *¢ Act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four,” and for other purposes. 

For the increased compensation to the clerks, 
messengers, and other employees of the Gen- 
eral Government in the Executive Depart- 
ments, from the first day of July, eighteen. 
hundred and fifty-three, to the thirtieth of , 
June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four...- .»-[Indefinite.] 


62;281' 00° 


didescsccuseserneeresenee 14194 50 |! 


“Army, abi 
service of the 
i o war wilh Great Britain, dee 
eighteen hundréd'andtwelve........ 
By the regdlutic 

Treasury. to p 


volunseers; = 
nited States 


of the 

gand 
To pay “for preparing-a general revenue-law in-- 
accordance with a resolution of the Senate 
passed in January, one,thousand eight hundréd-:: 
and fifty-three, and the necessary.. expense: 


and that the Secretaty of the Treasury teport 


By the joint resolution making appropriation for, 
the payment of ‘those entitled to the benefits of 
the resolution of the House of Representatives. 
of the United ‘States, passed August third, éigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-four, voting extra com- 
pensation -to pages; folders, and ‘others. 

For the payment of the extra compensation voted 
by the resolution of the Howse :of Representa~: ° 
tives of August third, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-four, to its pages 
ployees.... ` py 


sesesvevsreeransosve 


Joint resolution to fix the compensation of the 
employees in the legislative department of the 
Government, and to prohibit the allowance of 
the usual extra compensation to such as receive 
the benefits hereof. un eanan il : 

To pay the officers, clerks, messengers, and... 
other employees in the legislative department 
of the Government, an increased compensa- - 
tion of twenty per cent. upon the compensa- pe i 
tion now received by them respectively. ...[Endefinite. J“ 


By the act for the relief of Lewis B. Willis, late 
a paymaster in the Army of the United States. 
‘fo pay the balance ascertained to be due to him 
from the United States bya. verdict arid GE tat GES 
ment rendered in the district courtofthé United >" 
States for the eastern district of Louisiana..: 


By the act for the'rélief of Samuel K. Rayburn. ` 
To pay full compensation for. löss of horeé and °° 
equipage in the war with Mexico.. sass ye 


By the act for the relief.of Gray, McMurdo & 
Company. : i 

To pay their account for interest on moneys ad- 
vanced by them in one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty to the Quartermaster’s Department. . 


$570.70... 
By the act for the relief af the executors of the 


late Lieutenant John E, Bispham. 
For expenses ‘incurred by the deceased in a suit 
arising out of the seizure of the brig Malaga, 
off the coast of Africa, by the United States 
brig Boxer, while under the’ command of 
the said Bispham..... ev. .ene s wees 


aseseeeceeseseneoss $913 69 
By the act for the relief of Madison: Parton. 
For all the military services rendered by him to ` 

the United States from the eighth day of Aú- 

gust, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- ` 

seven, till the eighth day of February, one 

thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, by 

examining the proper officers and: other per- 

sons, as well as the‘proper rohs of the com- ` 

pany to which he belonged sie ess csenen ese (Indefinite.] 


By the act for the relief of the legal representa~ 

_ tives of Isaac. P. Simonton. 
To pay the claim of Isaac P. Simonton for said 
sum in schedule B, annexed to the treaty with 
the Saginaw band of Chippewa Indians, on the 
fourteenth of January, eighteen Hundred and 
thirty-seven, upon their proving that said claim 
has regularly and legally descended to them. < 


#800 00 


By the act for.the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Captain William. Davis, late com- 
mander of the United States transport schooner 
Eufaula.. , 

For the fall compensation of all claims against 
the United States for and on account of the 
wages or services of said. William Davis as 
commander of said transport...ceseeesvedeee 


$360 00° 


By the act for the relief of the widow and heirs 
of Elijah Beebe. f 

To pay the amount of principal adjudged to be 

justly due and owing to the said widow and 

heirs of Elijah Beebe from the confederated 

tribes of Sac and Fox Indians by Hon. Henry 

Dodge, Governor of Wisconsin Territory, and 

ex officio superintendent of Indian affairs, by 
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September, 


Eliina ety 


> hig original certificate number eight, (No. 8,) 
- and given at, the supérintendency of Indian 
© affairs for the Territory of Wisconsin, Mineral 


yd h; eighteen hundred and thirty- ; 
, point; July seven, eighteen hu y ,016: 00 


BOVE ES anid h'e cpaee D6 sea ee een bee eane ceneenes 


By the act for the relief of Captain E- A..F. La- 
vallette,:of ‘the United States Navy. 


To pay the amount paid by the said Captain Lav- 
¿ allette: to Lawrence Cardona, who. acted as 
: interpreter to the forces under Captain Laval- 
-lette while he was discharging the duties of 
“civil and military governor of Mazatlan, in 
“Mexico, from October, eighteen‘ hundred and 

forty-seven, to June, eighteen hundred and for~ 


ty-eight. oe nerverneceaeceecenecesesionseces 


$246 67 


By the act for the relief of Llewellyn W ashington. 
For services as a clerk in the Post Office Depart- 


ment from the first day of May, eighteen hun- 
; dred. aud fifty-one, until the fourteenth day of 


"July, of the same'years... sreci ceeee eee ec ees $205 62 
By the act for the relief of the Utica Steam Woolen 
ED Company. 


To pay to the Utica Steam Woolen Company, 

g of Utiva, in the State of New York, in full of 

- their account for interest on goods furnished to 
the quartermaster’s department..........0005 $1,181 16 


By the act for the relief of Adam D. Steuart, pay- 
master of the United States Army. 


For the amount paid by gaid Steuart, as a fee to 
Ashley and Ringo, for prosecuting a suit atlaw 
for the recovery of the sum of two thousand 
‘dollars in specie, stolen from on board the 
steamboat Tom Boling, while the said specie 
was in his-charge, and being transported, for 
account of the United States, to Little Rock, in 
the State of Arkansas, in the month of June, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and thir- 


TV-LOUR. so eivierisemecccasecvetecrsescovesces 


By the act for the relief of Grafton Baker. 


For services rendered and expenses incurred by 
said Baker, as bearer of dispatches from the 
Governor of- New Mexico to the President of 
the United States, in the year eighteen hun- 


dred and MALY“WWOl eee ices sree ens eeseeeses $366 50 


By the act for the relief of the executrix of the 
¿late Brevet Colonel A.C. W. Fanning, of the 
United States Army. $ 

For services rendered in eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, and eighteen hundred and twenty- 
one, as United States commissioner in receiv- 
‘ing and restoring St. Mark’s, and as Indian 
agent at Forts Gadsden and St. Mark’s from 
‘April, eighteen hundred and eighteen, to De- 
cember, vighteen hundred and twenty-one... $5,980 00 


By the act for the relief of John W. Kelly. 
For damages in consequence of the annulment 
of his said contract on the twenty-first day of 
February, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, 


by the Post Office Department....... sreese{ Indefinite. 


By the act for the relief of James Dunning. 
For interest due to him from the United States, 

on a liquidated amount of thirteen thousand 

four bundred and seventy-two dollars and 

sixty-two cents, payable by contract on the 

eighteenth day of June, eighteen hundred and 

fifty, and then duly required, but withheld 

until the twelfth of October folowing, for 

want of an appropriation therefOr...s assess $255 98 


By the act for the relief of John Phagan. 
For hie services in taking charge of a delegation 
of Seminole Indians, and removing them from 

Florida to the country west of the Arkansas, 


By the act for the relief of Passed Midshipmen 
George P. Welsh and Clark H. Wells. 
To pay to Passed Midshipman George j 
Be Welsliscs tecacssvrteass sesneaces $341 66 
To pay to Passed Midshipman Clark H. 
WELLS. seccanscccrscevvee 


By the act for the relief of Thomas S. Russell. 


For pay as-an assistant commissary of subsist- 
ence in Colonel Brisbane’s regiment of Florida 
volunteers, notwithstanding the irregularity of 
his appointment, and although his name dees 
not appear upon the rolis as one of the staff 
of Colonel Brisbane..... tise dalsisle os a de eenes 


By the act for the relief of Mrs. Sally T. B. 
Cochrane, widow of the late Lieutenant R. E. 
Cochrane, United States Army. 


For the value of a horse belonging to said Coch- 
rane, which was used for express riding in 
the public service by order of Lieutenant Col- 
onel Garland, United States Army, at Fort 


By the act for the relief of William Senna Factor. 
For property of Rose Facior, destroyed by order 


$150 00 


By the act for the relief of the ‘legal representa- | 


For three months? extra pay for the services of 


; To reimburse to Captain Thomas Snodgrass the 


of the American officers of the United States 
Army, in the Seminole war of eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-six, and for property taken by 
such officers for public use in said war,....... $2,000 00 


By the act for the relief of John S. Wilson. 


In full compensation to the said John S, Wil- 
son, for the damages sustained by being evict- 
ed of his title, derived by patent from the 
United States, to the east half of section 
twenty-two, and west half of section twenty- 
three, in township fifty-two north, of range 
one east, of the fifth principal meridian in the 
State of Missouri, by the decree of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, in favor of 
the devisees of Auguste Choteau, at the Jan- i 
uary term, in ihe year eighteen hundred and S i 
thirty-five ...... saris kaaa ecveee{ indefinite. ] ;| 


By the act for the relief of William Claude Jones. 


For his military services in the United States 
Army, and allow him the difference between 
the pay of a private, which he did receive, and 
the compensation of a commissary of subsist- 
ence, to which he is entitled from the twenty- i 
cighth of September, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-seven, to the second of April, eighteen 7 i 
hundred and thirty-eight... essees sess.. .[Indefnite.] | 


By the act for the relief of Robert Grignon. 
For the full satisfaction of his claims against the f 
United States arising out of the treaty with the | 
Menomonee tribe or nation of Indians exe- il 
euted the third day of September, one thou- | 
sand eight hundred and thirty-six.........4.. . $19,000 60 | 


By the act for the relief of Lavinia Taylor. 
For five years’ pay of her husband, at the rate 
to which he was entitled at the time of his 

eam seeeeeee te eeeeereeseceees se. [Indefinite } 


tives of Samuel Prioleau, deceased. f 

For property taken from said Prioleau, at 

Charleston, for the use of the United States ! 

during the revolutionary War... eceeeececcce $6,928 60 | 

By the act for the relief of the legal representa- 
tive of Joshua Kennedy, deceased. 

For the destruction of property by the Creek In- f 

dians, in the year eighteen hundred and thir- 

LEON eee reerecerersersererenteeesesrseteeses $6,500 00 1} 


By the act for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of the Jate Thomas Chapman, former! 
collector of the port of Georgetown, South Car- 
olina. 


For the share to which the said Thomas Chap- 
man was entitled as collector, as aforesaid, of 
the cargo of the Swedish ship Diana, con- f 
demned fora breach of the non-intercourse i 
act, which was decreed to be forfeited by the 
said Thomas Chapman in cousequence of his 
having been examined as a witness in behalf H 
of the claimant..... 0... ccc cece eee ee ees e... 813,457 55 | 


By the act for the relief of Ira Baldwin. i| 


said Baldwin in the late war with Great Brit- 
BID ee cece cece cee ents re eeee eens seees s... $150 00 


anced | 


By the act for the relief of Thomas Snodgrass. 


expenses by him incurred for a team, and bal- 
ance for forage and subsistence furnished to 
his company of volunteers while employed as 
a guard or escort for a party of emigrating 
Cherokees in eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight.. esep cece ewes OSCE dene eee e eee ee mene wees 


$230 00 


| By the act for the relief of Charles Cooper and 


#684 59 |) 


| For expenses incurred and services rendered in 


Company. 


$300 00 | 


By the act for the relief of Charles Lee Jones, 


panies of volunteers mustered and received 
into the service of the United States, during 


i 
d 
| 
raising, subsisting, and transporting three com- i 
the war against Mexico...,. i 


By the act for the relief of Ezra Williams. 


index to the Numerical Register of Warran ts, 


By the act for the relief of Richard M. Bouton, 
George Wright, and the widow of Marvin W. 
Fisher. 


For full compensation for the past use of their 


machines fur making and charging percussion 
capsin the arsenals of the United States, and 
also fur the future free and undisturbed use, 
by the Government, of the said machines, to- 
gether with the patent-right or rights to the | 
said machines, with their iinprovements...,. 


By the actfor the relief of Captain George Simp- 
: ton, of Galveston. 
For the full payment of his claim for indemnifi- 
cation for loss of schooner Alert, whilst ia 
the public service during the war with Mcx- 
ico... ..... $1,600 60 


By the act for the relief of James M. Goggin. 
For a fair and reasonable salary as special mail 

agent for the State of California, from the first 

day of December, eighteen hundred and fifty, 

until the sixth of April, eighteen hundredjand 

fifty-three, with reasonabie* allowance for of- 

fice rent and per diem, and the hire ofa clerk, [Indefinite. ] 


eee ee eee re rs 


By the act for the rélief of James Edwards and 
others. 


For the value of the houses and other property 
of James Edwards, of the late Edward M. 
Wanton, and_ of the late Nehemiah Brush, 
destroyed at Micanopy, Florida, in the year 
eighteen hundred and thirty six, by order of 
Lienienant Colonel B. K., Pierce, the com- 
manding officer of that post, to prevent them 
from falling into the hands of the enemys.. $5,094 82 


By the act for the relief of Samuel H. Elemstead. 
For extra services rendered by him in defendin 

the title of the United States to certain lands 

situated in the State of Arkansas... ..e..5 se $1,800 00 


By the act for the relief of John S. Jones and 
William H. Russell, surviving partners of the 
firm of Brown, Russell, and Company. 

For losses of oxen and wagons sustained by the 
above-named Jobn 8. Jones and William H. 

Russell, surviving partners of Brown, Russell, 

and Company, in the transportation of military 

stores from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fé, 

subsequent to the arrival of the trains contain- 

ing said stores at the place called San Jose, or 

Big Cannon ; and also the amounts paid by, or 

on account of, said persons for forage for the 

cattle used in said transportation, and for the 

hire of extra men and teams for the purpoge 

of said transportation subsequent to the time 

aforesaid........ PENN trererersrersee eses [Indefinite.] 
ooe 


By the act for the compensation of James W. 
Low and others, for the capture of the British 
private-armed schooner Ann, during the late 
war with Great Britain. 


For the amount paid into the Treasury of the 
United States, and placed to the account of 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, in consequence 
of a suit, entitled the United States vs. the 
schooner Ann and cargo, in the district court 
of Maine, December, eighteen hundred and 
fourteen, the said schooner having been risen 
upon and captured by the aforesaid named 
persons, from the British, and delivered to the 
proper authorities of the United States, in the 
State of Maine........ 


By the act for the relief of John Frazer and the 
administrator of the estate of John G. Clen- 
denin, deceased. 


For the amount expended by said Frazer and 
Clendenin, or either of them, in the purchase 7 
of the west half of the northwest quarter of 
section thirteen, township two north, of range 
three west, in the Stare of Indiana, together 
with interest thereon; and also the amount 
paid by said Frazer and Cleudenin, or either of 
them, in defending their title to said land, with 
interest thereon.. cee. cece cree cseces eevee -{indefinite.] 


| By the act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to pay John Charles Frémont for beef fur- 
nished the California Indians. 
For beef delivered to Commissioner Barbour 
for the use of the Indians in California, in 
eighteen hundred and fifty-one and eighteen 
hundred and filty-two....... 


By the act for the relief of Captain Lewis E. 
Simonds, 


For his expenses incurred in defending himself 


against two suits brought against him for ar- 
resting and detaining the brig Casket, on the 
coast of Africa, on the charge of being engaged 
in the slave trade, in eighteen hundred and 


i 

i For his services in preparing an alphahetical | 
i 
| 
Į; 


H in the land bounty division of the General 
ji Land Office, under the direction of the late 
$150 00 f Commissioner, Richard M. Young....... 
aS |} 


! forty-six, the said Simonds being then in com- 
: mand ofthe United States anned eJ called 
the Marion, and acting in the line of duty. 


Smith, in eighteen hundred and forty-one, 
and died in consequence of said service...... 


e800 00 
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By the act for.the relief of Asa Andrews. 
For office rent and expenses, including elerk 
hire, and for the services of a deputy during 
the time he performed the duties of said office, $1,983 £0 i 


By the act for the relief of Dr. S. R. Addison, 
passed assistant surgeon in the United States 
Navy. 


Fer the difference of pay between that of his 
grade and a surgeon, from the fourth of April, 
eighteen hundred and forty-eight, until the 
twenty-first of June, eighteen hundred and 
fifty, being the period during which he served 
ag surgeon on board the United States sloop- | 
Of war St. Mary’d.eececceecreceeveve eree ee [Indefinite] 


By the act for the relief of William Darby. 
For his labor and materials furnished in survey- 

jing and making a map of the Territory of 

Louisiana, in the years eighteen hundred and 

twelve and eighteen hundred and thirteen.... $1,500 00 


By the act for the relief of William G. Smith. 


For recapturing a vesscl in the wat of cighteen 
hundred and twelve, together with a midship- 
man and four seamen of the British navy, 
which prisoners were delivered to Commo- 
dore Perry, at Newport, Rhode Island $500 00 


SS | 
By the act for the relief of the Jegal representa- 
tives of Major Caleb Swan, deceased. 


Amount of his compensation as paymaster of 
the Army, from the first day of July to the 
thirty-first day of December, (inclusive,) eigh- 
teen hundred and eight, and a commission of 
one per centum on the amount of bills of ex- 
change negotiated by him under directions of 
the War Department, for the purpose of rais- 
ing money for the use of the Army .. (Indefinite.] 


By the act for the relief of Henry La Reintrie. 


For services rendered to the United States lega- 
tion’ near the Government of Chili, and as 
bearer of dispatches from that legation to 
Washington.... 


$593 00 


By the act to provide compensation for the ser- 
vices of George Morell in adjusting titles to 
land in Michigan. 


For the services of the said judges in ascertain- 
ing, adjusting, and settling claims to land, and 
performing other duties, in conformity with the 
act entitled “* An act to provide for the adjust- 
ment of titles ofland in the town of Detroit, and 
Territory of Michigan, and for other purpo- 
ses,” approved the twenty-first of April, eigb- 
teen hundred and six, and with * An act rela- 
tive to the plan of Detroit, in Michigan Terri- 
tory,” approved the twenty-eighth of May, 
eighteen hundred and thirty, at the rate of five 
hundred dollars per annum, froin the time of 
their several] appointments asjudges of the Uni- 
ted States for said Territory, to the twenty- 
fourth day of September, eighteen hundred and : i 
thirty-SiXsses esseees {Indefinite.] 


By the act for"the relief of Phineas M. Nightin- | 
gale, administrator of the estate of General Na- 
thaniel Greene, deceased. 

For the liquidation of a balance due to the estate 
of said Nathaniel Greene, for becoming secu- 
rity for Banks & Co., army contractors in the , | 
Revolutjon..essesesssssseereseresee eee eeo e[Indefinite.] 


1 


By the act for the relief of the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of Colonel Alexander G, Morgan. 


For services in raising troops for the Florida 
service, in the year eighteen hundred and 
thirty-seven, and also for military services in 
Floridas... veceeeeee [Indefinite.] | 


By the act for the purchase of the copyright of a 
work published by Thomas H. Sumner, where- | 
in he describes his new method of ascertaining 
a ship’s position at sea. 

For the purchase of the copyright of a work 
wherein Thomas H. Sumner fully: describes 
his new method of ascertaining a ship’s posi- 
tion at sea, when a meridian observation of the 
sun cannot be obtained..... ws -$10,000 00 


By the act for the relief of Mra. Helen Mackay, 


widow of the late Colonel Æneas Mackay, dep- |i 


uty quartermaster general United States Army. 
For the allowance of commissions for disburse- 
ments of special appropriations by her jate hus- 
band Colonel Æneas Mackay, prior to the 
thirtieth September, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-eight. ..c.... eee 


By the act for the relief of Daniel Steenrod. 


By the act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy and 
: José Maria Jarrero. 

For indemnity against the Governmentof Mex- 
ico, and which claims were presented. to the 
late board of commissioners on the claims 
against Mexico, and which were rejected by Š 
said board of commissioners.........++..+..[Indefinite.] 

By the.act for the relief of W.D. Porter, of the. 

United States Navy. ` 

For moneys actually expended by him in defray- 
ing the expenses of bringing Amin Bey and 
suite to the United States, in conformity with 
the request of the Hon. George. P. Marsh, the 
Minister of the United States at Constantino- 
PLC. crcececcececcnsccecccc cess ccencnenseeee $2,024 32 


By the act for the relief of William H. Weirick. 
For the amount of mileage from California to 
New York, and two months’ pay, as paid to 
the other officers and soldiers of said regi- 
MENtiee sever cecceeves 


$578 26 


By the act for the relief of David C. Cash and 
Giles U. Ellis. 


For military services in the Seminole war.....{Indefinite.] 


By the act for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones, surety for a former postmaster, at Nor- 
‘folk, Virginia. 
For the amount paid by said Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones, through his agent, on the judgment ren- 
dered against Thomas Ap Catesby Jones and 
Duncan Robertson, as sureties for Walter F. 
Jones, formerly postmaster at Norfolk, in the 
State of Virginia, on account of the defalcation 
of said postmaster, be refunded to said Jones... $2,500 00 


By the act for the relief of the heirs of Captain 
Matthew Jack, deceased. 
For one year’s extra pay of a captain in such 
service, as promised by the resolvés of Con- 
BEOGS eee enaeeevosesocsocseaseceseose oe es o [Indefinite] 
By the joint resolution for the relief of John A. 
Bryan. "* ; 
To pay for the duties of a commissioner to make 
and carry into effect atreaty with the Wyan- 
dot Indians, being appointed commissioner for 
“the purposes aforesaid by the Secretary of War 


on the nineteenth of April, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-SiX sssssssuseoseeceneresreesee e [Indefinite] 


By the act for the relief of the heirs of Anthony 
G. Willis, deceased. 


For the use by the United States ofa wagon and 
team, the property of said Willis, deceased, 
during the last war with Great Britain......... $251 00 


By the act for the relief of Priscilla C. Simonds. 


For the value of the property of the Jate Captain 
Moses H. Simonds, which was taken posses- 


sion of by authority of the United States...... 418 00 
RECAPITULATION,. 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous....... 15,944,852 44 


Army, fortifications, Military Academy, &c. 11,373,568 90 
Indian department, naval, revolutionary, 

and Other pensions....seseecccasecserees 3,984,686 19 
Naval Service... esses.. seceecesee 12,510,803 46 
Post Office Department seeserecse 11,293,909 63 
Treaty with Mexico... ..... 10,000,000 00. 


$65,107,825 62 


IL.—NEW OFFICES CREATED, AND THE SALARIES 
OF EACH. 


By the act (chap. 1) concerning the district courts 
of the United States for California. 


A district judge for the southern judicial district of Cal 
fornia heretofore established. 

By the act (chap. 2) to continue in force $‘ An act 
to ascertain and settle the private land claims in 
the State of California,” and for other purposes. 
The board of commissioners appointed under the act 

paseed March 3, 1851, autherized to appoint one or more, 
not exceeding three, competent persons to act as commis 
sioners for taking testimony to be used before said board ; 
to receive a compensation to be fixed by the board of com- 
missioners, not exceeding ten dollars per diem. 


By the act (chap. 9) to constitute Quincy, in the 
State of Ilinois, a port of delivery. | 
A surveyor of customs authorized to be appointed at į 
Qnuiney, in the State of Dlinois, who skall receive the 
salary and emoluments of surveyor, prescribed by the act : 
of Congress approved March 2, 1831, entitled ‘f An act 
allowing the duties on foreign merchandise imported into 
Pittsburg, Wheeling, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, 


f 
$ 
| 


i 


places. 
By the act (chap. 11) to regulate the disburse- 
ment of the contingent fund of the Senate, and 


To pay the amount due for work done on the 
Cumberland rondscesceree {Indefinite.} | 


for other purposes. 


of the Treasury for certain purposes. 


Nashville, and Natchez, to be secured and paid at those |; 


The Secretary of the Senate made a disbursing officer i| 


t (chap: 35) -to-establish land distric 
the Ferritory-of Minnesótait xt < 
Four registers and: four-receivers authorized’ to. beap 
pointed, who shall_be entitled to the same. compensation 
allowed by law to the registers.and receivers. of other Jand 
districts. ” ibs a EA elas 
By the act (chap. 46) establishing a land officein, 
the lower.peningula of Michigan.) 0.057 
One register and one receiver authorized to be appointed," 
to receive the compensation prescribed by law‘ in other. 
cases. . ae we ; ee ee 
By the act (chap. 59) to organize the Territories 
of Nebraska and Kansas. Sage 
A Governor of Nebraska, at an annual 
thousand five hundred dollars. ` 
A secretary for the Territory of: Nebraska, at an annual 
salary of two thousand dollars. y $ 
A supreme court for Nebraska, consisting of a chief jus- 
tice and two associate justices, at an annual salary of two” 
thousand dollars each. 3 è E 
_A clerk, appointable by the court, to receive the same 
fees to which the clerks.of the district courte of Utah Ter- 
ritory are entitled. :-: A tal E 
One attorney for the Nebraska Territory, to receive the: 
same salary as the attorney for Utah Territory. ‘ 
be entitled 


By the ac 


| salaty. of two 


A marshal for the Territory. of Nebraska, to 
to the same fees as the marshal for the Utah Territory. 

A Legislative Assembly, composed of a council of thir- 
teen members, and a House of Representatives of not Jess.. 
than twenty-six members, or more than. thirty, cach of. 
whom to receive $3 a day for each day’s attendance... 

A chief clerk, one. assistant, clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, 
and doorkeeper for each house; the compensation of the: 
chief clerk to be $4 per day, and the assistant. clerk, sêr- 
geant-at-arms, and doorkeeper $3 per day, during the ses- 
sion of the Legislative Assembly. : 

A Delegate to Congress to be elected. for the: Nebraska’ 
Territory, who shall have the rights and privileges of other 
Delegates. ` : 

A Governor, a seeretary, a chief justice, and two asso- ` 
ciate justices of the Supreme Court, a clerk of the court; 
attorney, marshal, Legislative Assembly, a chief clerk, 
one assistant clerk, a sergeant. at-arms, door: keeper, and 
a Delegate to Congress, authorized for the Kansas Terri- , 
tory, each of whom to be entitled to the compensation, | 
salary, or fees and emoluments provided for the same. offi- : 
cers, respectively, for the Territory of Nebraska. s 
By the act (chap. 60Yto supply deficiencies in: the 

appropriations for the service of the fiscal: year 
ending the 3Qth-.of June,.1854, and for other 
purposes. Pee ania a SSE cy Sb? 

In the office of the Register of the Treasury three clerks 
of the class three, five clerks of the class two, and fifteen, 
clerks of the class three: “and said clerks shall be paid ac- ` 
cording to the provisions of the third section of the act of | 
March 3, 1853, entitled ‘An act making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1854.2” : = 


By the act (chap. 84) to amend the act. approved 
September 27th, 1850, to create thé Thee of: 
surveyor general of the public lands in Oregon, 
and amendatory thereof, approved February 
14, 1853. : . 


A register and receiver authorized to be appointed, at an 
annual compensation each of twenty-five hundred dears, * 
with office rent; and to the receiver the expenses of “.de- 
posing.”? 

_A surveyor general 
be entitled to the em 
Oregon. © 


By the act (chap. 103) to’ establish the. offices of, 
surveyor general of New.Mexico, Kansas, and ` 
Nebraska, to grant donations to actual settlers: 
therein, and for other purposes. 

A surveyor general for the Territory of New Mexico 
authorized, whose annual salary shall be three thousand 
dollars. 

A surveyor general for the Territories of Nebraska and 
Kansas, whose compensation shall be the same as that of 
the surveyor general of Wisconsin and Iowa. 

Two land districts—the Omaha and the Pawnee—formed, 
and a register and receiver authorized for each district, 
whose compensation shall be the same as other registers 
and receivers. 


By the act (chap. 105) creating a collection dis- 
trict of New York, to be called the district of 
Dunkirk, and constituting Dunkirk a port of 
entry, and the ports of Barcelona, Silver Creek, 
and Cattaraugus Creek, ports of delivery. 

A collector authorized for the district of Dunkirk, whose 
compensation shall be not less than $500, or more than 
$1,000 per annum, together with the fees and emoluments 
authorized by law. Deputy collectors of the customs * for 
the several ports of delivery constituted by this act,” and 
‘such other subordinate officers of the customs as are 
provided for by law,” are also authorized to be appointed, 
t who shall be compensated for their services in the mode 
prescribed by existing jaws.” 


By the act (chap. 109) making provision for the 
postal service in the State of California, and in 
the Territories of Oregon and Washington. 
Letter-carriers to be appointed by the special agents of 

; the Post Office Department, subject to the approval and 
removal of the Postmaster General, who may demand and 
receive a sum for all letters, newspapers, and other mail- 
able matter, to be recommended by the postmaster of the 
office for which he may be appointed, not exceeding twen- 
ty-five cents for each letter or newspaper. 


for the Territory of Washington, to 
oluments of the surveyor general of: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


September, 1854. 


By the act (chaps 167) making appropriations for 
the current :and contingent expenses of the In- 
. dian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipu- 
“lations with various Indian tribes for the year 
vending Fune 30th, 1855, and for other purposes, 
Two additional Indian agents to be appointed for Indians 
eastor the Rocky Mountains. 
One additional agent for Indians in the Territory of New 
Mexi¢a por ets: 
Andah 


A mber not exceeding three for the Indians in the 
Territory of Washington, ata, salary of $1,800 each per 
annum 


e act (chap. 189).to. establish a port of de- 
livery at Lake Port, on Lake Ponchartrain, and 
` for other purposes. i 

iA surveyor:authorized to- be appointed compensation 
not specified in the act. i : 


By'the-act (chap. 191) constituting Madison, in 
“the State of Indiana, a port. of delivery. 
rA Surveyar of customs authorized to be appointed, to 


receive! the salary:and emoluments of surveyor, prescribed 

by.an act of Congress of 2d March, 1831. 

By thé act (hap l 2); to. constitute: Tuscumbia, 
vin.the State of Alabama, a.portof delivery, and 

_ forvother purposes. 

“A'surveyor’ of customs authorized to be appointed, to 
receive the salary and emoluments prescribed by an act of 
Congress of 2d March, 1831. 

Surveyors also authorized to be appointed for the ports 
of Paducah, in‘ Kentucky ; Shreveport, in Louisiana ; and 
Jeffersonville, in the State of Indiana, to receive the sal- 
ary and emoluments prescribed by the act of Congress ap- 
proved the 2d March, 1831. . 


By the-act (chap. 193) creating a collection district 
Hoi otin Texas and New Mexico. 


Acollector of customs authorized to be appointed for the 

istrict of Passo del Norte; to receive not exceeding two 
thousand dollars per annuin, including in that sum the fees 
allowed by law. , 

“Such other officers.as are provided for by law” also 
authorized to, be appointed for said district. 


By: theact (chap. 242) making appropriations for 
the civil anddiplomatic expenses of Government 
«forthe year ending the 30th of June, 1855, and 
»for other’ purposes.» 
elerk for the treasnrer.of the branch Mint at San Pran- 
cisco, at a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars. 

One. additional clerk in the office of the Assistant Treas- 
urér at. Boston, Massachusetts, at a salary of one thousand 
two hundred dollars, 

- „An additional messenger to the post office of the House 
of Representatives, at a salary of one thousand dollars. 

Alt jabdrers employed in the Executive Departments of 
the Governinent in Washington, to receive an annual sal- 
argar four hundred and eighty dollars each. 

hreu additional clerks in: the office of the Postmaster 
Generaly of class two, to receive one thousand four hundred 
dollars each per annum. 

“Two additional clerks in the office of the Postmaster 
General, df class three, to receive ‘one thousand six hun- 
dred dollars each per annum. i 

One additional clerk in the office of the ‘Attorney Gen- 
eral, of class one, to receive one thousand dollars per an- 
num. 

Two additional clerks in the office of the Attorney Gen- 
eral, of class two, to receive one thousand four hundred 
dollars each per annum. 

One xdditional clerk in the office of the Attorney Gen- 
eral, of class three, to receive one thousand six hundred 
dolars per annum. y 

Two additioual clerks in the office of First Auditor, 
of class oné, to receive one thousand two hundred dollars | 


-Two additional clerks in the office of the Secretary 
of State, at an annual galary of twelve hundred dollars 
each. 

One additional clerk in the office of the Secretary of 
State, at an annual salary of fourteen hundred dollars. 

One additional clerk in the office of the Secretary of 
State, at an annual salary of sixteen hundred dollars. 

The Assistant Treasurer of New York authorized to ap- 
point, with the approbation of the President of the United 
States, in lieu of the clerks authorized by law: One chief 
clerk at an annual salary of two thousand one hundred 
dollars; one clerk at an annual salary of two thousand 
dollars; two clerks at an annual salary of eighteen hun- 
dred dollars each ; two clerks at an annual salary of fifteen 
hundred dolars each ; one messenger at an annual salary 
of nine hundred dollars; and two watchmen at an annual 
salary of five hundred and fifty dollars each. 


By the act (chap. 198) to constitute Cairo, ir the 
State of Hiinois, a port of delivery. 


A surveyor of the customs authorized to be appointed ; 
to receive the salary and emoluments provided for by law. 


By the act (chap. 199) constituting San Pedro, in 
the State of California, a port of entry and de- 
livery. 

A collector authorized to be appointed for the district of 
San Pedro: to receive an annual salary of three thousand 
dollars, ‘with an additional maximum compensation of two 
thousand dollars per annum, should his emoluments and 
fees provided by law amount to that sum.” 


By the act (chap. 202) constituting Palatka and 
Bayport, in the State of Florida, ports of de- 
livery, respectively, and Keokuk and Dubuque, 
in the State of Iowa. 


A surveyor of the customs authorized to be appointed for 
the port of Palatka ; 

A surveyor of the customs authorized to be appointed for 
the port of Bayport; 


A surveyor of the customs authorized to be appointed for 
the port of Keokuk ; 

A surveyor of the customsauthorized to be appointed for 
the port of Dubuque; to receive, respectively, the salary 
and emoluments provided by law. 

By the joint resolution (No. 3) authorizing an in- 
crease of the force in the office of the Superin- 
tendent of the Public Printing. 

Two additional clerks authorized, at an annual salary of 
one thousand five hundred dollars each. 

I[..—orricks THE SALARIES OF WHICH ARE IN- 

CREASED, AND THE AMOUNT OF SUCH INCREASE. 


By the act (chap. 52) to amend the 3d section of the 


diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1854,” and for other 
purposes. 


The clerks arranged in class one to receive $1,200 per 
annum, instead of $900 ; those of the second class to receive 
$1,400 per annum, inste&d of $1,000; and those of the third 
class to receive $1,600 per annum, instead of $1,500. 
Twenty per centum per annum added to respective com- 
pensations of messengers, packers, laborers, and watchmen 
of the Executive Departments of the Government in Wash- 
ington; also of the clerks employed at the navy-yard and 
marine barracks at Washington ; twenty per centum to the 
compensation of the clerk, messenger, and laborer in the 
office of the Commissioner of Publie Buildings; door- 


publie gardener, laborers employed in the public grounds 
and President’s garden ; police at the Capitol; watchmen 
employed at the President’s House and Reservation No. 2 ; 
Jamplighter, the general superintendent: the draw-keepers 
of the bridges across the Eastern Branch and Potomace 


each per annum. 

Seven additional clerks in the office of Sixth Auditor, of 
elags One, to recéive one thousand two hundred dollars 
each per annum. 


The salary of the Superintendent of the Census raised 
from $2,500 to $3,000 per annum. 

The salaries of the Assistant Postmasters General raised 
from $2,500 to $3,600 per annum. 


“Act making appropriations for the civil and | 


keeperand assistant door-keeper of the Executive Mansion; | 


By the act (chap. 54) making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1854. 

The compensation of the Master of the Sword increased 
to $1,200 per annum. ; 

By the act (chap. 70) to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations fòr the service of the fiscal year 
ending the 30th June, 1854, and for other pur- 
poses. 


The compensation for the special mail agent of the Post 
Office Department in California increased to $5,000 per 
annum, from Ist July, 1853. 


By the act (chap. 107) to increase the salaries of 
the executive and judiciary officers in Oregon, 
New Mexico, Washington, Utah, and Minne- 
sota. 

The salaries of the chief justices and associate judges of 
the Territories of Oregon, Washington, Utah, and New 
Mexico, increased from $1,800 to $2,500 each per annum ; 
the salary of the Governor of New Mexico increased from 
$2,500 to $3,000; the salaries of the secretaries of Oregon, 
Washington, and New Mexico, increased from $1,500 to 
$2,000 per annum ; the salary of the secretary of Utah in- 


į Creased from $1,800 per annum to $2,000 per annum ; and 


the salaries of the chief justice-and associate judges of the 
Territory of Minnesota increased from $1,800 to $2,000 per, 
annum. 


By the act (chap. 242) making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, and 
for other purposes. 

The consul at Beyrout, Syria, allowed a salary of two 
thousand dollars per annum, 

The salary of the librarian of Congress increased from 
$1,500 to $1,800 per annum. 

The sataries of the assistant librarians of Congress in- 
creased from $1,150 each to $1,500 each. 

The salary of the messenger in the library of Congress in- 
creased from $700'to $1,200 per annum. 

T'he salaries of the chaplains in Congress increased from 

#500 per annum to $750 per annum each. 

The salary of each of the clerks in the Mint of the United 

States increased from $1,200 to $1,800 per annum. 

The salary of one clerk in the office of the assistant treas- 
urer of the Mint at Philadelphia fixed at $1,800 per annum. 

The salary of the chief clerk of the branch Mint at New 
Orleans increased from 1,800 to $2,200 per annum. 


By the act (chap. 119) making provision for the 
postal service in the State of California and in 
the Territories of Oregon and Washington. 

The Postmaster General authorized, in certain cases, to 
make allowances, in addition to those provided by law, to 
the postmasters in the said State and Territorics, “ sufficient 


o defray the actual and necessary expenses of their of- 
ces. 


By the joint resolution (No. 18) “ to fix the com- 
pensation of the employees in the legislative 
department of the Government, and to prohibit 
the allowance of the usual extra compensation 
to such as receive the benefits hereof. ’? 

The officers, clerks, messengers, and other employees in 
the legislative department allowed an increased compen- 
sation of twenty per centum upon the compensations here- 
tofore received by them, respectively, 

By the act (chap. 270) making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office Department for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1843. 

A commission of one mill per pound anthorized to be al- 
lowed to the postmaster of the city of Washington upon 
the aggregate weight of public documents printed by the 
order of Congress and deposited in that office to be mailed, 
from which amount each of the clerks and emyloyees in 


his office to be allowed $250 per annum for extra services; 
this allowance limited to one year, 


Se 


